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AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jun 2022 7.32 -5.00 08:05
Corn Oct 2022 6.51 -45.00 08:05
Milo Jun 2022 6.77 -60.00 08:05
Milo Oct 2022 6.41 -55.00 08:05
Soybeans Jun 2022 15.81 -55.00 08:00
Soybeans Oct 2022 14.53 -70.00 08:01
Wheat Jun 2022 10.73 -85.00 07:58
Wheat Jul 2022 10.73 -85.00 07:58
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The Axe Files with David Axelrod: Ep. 492 — Gov. Pete Ricketts
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Nebraska Examiner: Rejected Nebraska license plate designs don’t get much love
OWH: Nebraska auditor finds issues with Nomi Health TestNebraska contract
Public News Service: Nebraska Outperforms National Census in Tally of Latinos
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LJS: State Penitentiary to resume normal operations for first time in three years
Nebraska Examiner: ‘Staffing emergency’ soon to end at Nebraska State Penitentiary
LJS: Second Department of Correctional Services employee targeted in Lincoln theft, police say
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Hastings Tribune: South Heartland COVID-19 case tallies back near 'high' range
LJS: Health Department to offer booster doses to kids ages 5-11
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OWH: Residents find few answers at community meeting on Nox-Crete fire
OWH: Amid teacher shortage, OPS floats $4,500 stipend for full-time staff for next 2 years
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OWH Editorial: Benson post office renaming is fitting honor for Omaha WWII hero
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OWH Midlands Voices: There are reasons to be optimistic in the fight against Alzheimer's
OWH Public Pulse


1. Urban core
2. Love one another
3. Write elected officials
4. Intelligent insight?
5. Gun control
6. Vote for change
7. Safer country
8. Thank you
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LJS Letters


1. Let's protect the born better
2. Defense contracts cloud issue
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York NT: Just Melanie -- I'm actually a bad Nebraskan
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AP: House panel taking up gun bill in wake of mass shootings
AP: Biden says he wasn't informed early on of baby formula woes
 


Nebraska Examiner: Rejected Nebraska license plate designs
don’t get much love


 
LINCOLN — Designing the Nebraska state license plate would be one thankless job, according to
Omaha graphic designer Dana Osborne.
How could you satisfy everyone, Osborne wondered.
“You’re opening yourself up to a lot of criticism,” she said.
But when asked about Nebraska’s newest license plate design, and about a handful of other designs
that were rejected, Osborne and two other artists said the state could have done worse.
“I give it probably a B-plus,” she said. “You’re not going to make everybody happy.”
Reviews on social media — mostly negative— poured in Tuesday after First Lady Susanne Shore,
who led the effort to pick a new license plate design, unveiled the winning plate at a press
conference hosted by her husband, Gov. Pete Ricketts.
The blue-and-white plate, which will be issued beginning in January, features a background
image from a classical Roman mosaic at the State Capitol entitled “The Genius of Creative Energy.”
On Wednesday, the Governor’s Office released a handful of also-ran designs, which also didn’t get
an overwhelming thumbs-up from three artists interviewed.
Osborne said some of the trees looked like broccoli. And where did the honey bee plate come from,
she asked.
None of those interviewed liked the plain, black plate— too much like Iowa, where a “blackout”
speciality plate with white lettering has become a hit.
Stephen Dinsmore, a painter with studios in Lincoln, Maine and Florida, said it seemed corny, in
2022, to feature a windmill, as one plate did. Meanwhile, “The Genius” image, with his flowing hair







and ripped chest muscles, is too faint to be seen on the winning plate, he said.
Image doesn’t ‘pop out’
“I wouldn’t have gone with any of them,” Dinsmore said, adding that plates in Rhode Island, New
Mexico and Kansas feature designs he admires.
“The Genius” may be a beautiful mosaic, but it doesn’t “pop out” on the new Nebraska plate, he
said.
“If the colors were different, maybe that would help,” Dinsmore said. “If you’re driving down the
highway doing a cross-country trip, and you’re looking at that plate, you’d just ignore it.”
A third reviewer, a graphic artist out of Lincoln, didn’t want to be named in a story but called the
design chosen “not offensive.”
And so it goes with Nebraska license plates, which have had a history of mishaps, miscues and
misfires.
Like in 1984 when the Nebraska Legislature couldn’t agree on a motto to put on the plate, so a
completely plain, blue-and-white plate was chosen. Or in 2009, when a website called
“CollegeHumor.com” hijacked an online poll to pick the winning design. Or in 2015, when the wrong
version of “The Sower” statue atop the State Capitol was initially used.
The ‘sport’ of panning plates
Shore, at the Tuesday press conference, acknowledged that panning the state plate was a
nationwide sport of sorts. Even her folks in Oklahoma could gripe about the license plates there, she
said.
But Shore defended “The Genius” design as showing the creative spirit of the state, and the lead
designer, Drew Davies of Omaha, said the artwork was the best among the hundreds of images in
the State Capitol.
To be fair, Shore pointed out there are several design restrictions in state law that prevent the kind
of graphics that are used on the state’s nearly 40 specialty plates from being used on the regular
plate. Lounging mountain lions, charging bison, a playful otter and a splashes of Van Gogh-like colors
adorn some of the state’s prestige plates, for instance.
Davies, on Wednesday, said he could not comment on why some of the also-rans were rejected. But
he said that some violated the design restrictions on the regular plate, such as the contrast/legibility
requirements, the type size for the word “Nebraska” and a limitation of using no more than two
colors.
‘Handsome’ specialty plates
Dinsmore, who displays “Nebraska’s First People” plates on his vehicles, said a consolation in this
state is that vehicle owners have some “really handsome” specialty plates to choose from as
alternatives to the new plate.
He and the two others in the art biz said Colorado’s distinctive green-and-white plate, with the ring
of mountains, was a classic.
“Someone should look at all the other states and pick out the plates they like, and ask, ‘Why do I like
these?'” Dinsmore said.
Osborne suggested one solution: a totally red plate with white letters, the colors of University of
Nebraska-Lincoln sports teams.
“People can’t complain about that,” she said. “I think you would make a lot more people happy.”
By Paul Hammel
 







OWH: Nebraska auditor finds issues with Nomi Health
TestNebraska contract


 
The Nebraska state auditor found reason to question whether the state received nearly 400,000
COVID-19 tests promised in a contract with the Utah-based company that operated TestNebraska.
The question over the tests was just one issue the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts found with
the TestNebraska contract between the state and Nomi Health in its audit of financial statements,
according to a management letter released Wednesday.
As of November, state agencies had signed at least five no-bid contracts with Nomi Health, worth up
to more than $69 million total. The auditor’s findings related to the first of those contracts, for the
effort to provide free COVID-19 testing across the state, known as TestNebraska.
The auditor noted issues with providing supporting documentation and keeping contract language
clear and unambiguous — both issues that can increase risk for loss or misuse of funds, according to
the letter.
The contract, signed April 21, 2020, stated that Nebraska would receive 1.2 million test kits,
according to the letter. But the Department of Administrative Services, which handles state
contracts, didn’t have documentation proving the state received more than 803,000 of them.
It had a list showing 1.23 million kits were received, but it couldn’t be traced to supporting
documents, such as receipts, according to the letter. That led the auditor to question if the state had
actually gotten nearly 397,000 of the kits — valued between $9.9 million and $12.9 million.
And, the letter states, the auditor couldn’t verify that all the tests were received by dates set out in
the contract.
In its response, DAS said that it provided records supporting that the test kits required by the
contract where shipped.
“DAS’ own records indicate that there was a lack of packing slip documentation maintained during
the pandemic, particularly in the early months of June, July, and August 2020, however, such test
kits were received,” it reads. “Records of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
show that tests were administered at TestNebraska sites in these months.”
It provided the number of tests performed according to lab records and a count of warehouse
inventory, saying that those show the state received at least 995,900 kits. DAS said Nomi provided
documentation that supports more than 1.2 million.
The department told teams receiving the kits about documentation procedures and expectations,
which included filling out a form. However, DAS acknowledged some did not adhere to those
expectations.
“DAS will ensure that such performance issue will not occur again in the next pandemic,” it said.
Another issue: An amendment to the contract in October 2020 required Nebraska to pay Nomi
Health for “services its asked to provide associated with the collection sites.” Those payments, the
letter says, were “largely retroactive,” for services already performed. They totaled more than $2.9
million.
And, language in that October amendment wasn’t clear that there would be additional service and
management fees, according to the letter, yet those charges were on every invoice received by the
state over five months the auditor analyzed.
“Consequently, during that five-month period, the State paid Nomi $3,489,063 in direct costs and an
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additional $548,231 for management and service fees,” the letter reads.
Agreements to make retroactive payments are “often problematic,” according to the letter, and
could violate a provision in the state’s constitution that bars state and local governments from
making extra payments for past services. In its response, DAS insisted it didn’t violate the state
constitution.
“When the State accepted and utilized these essential services in responding to the pandemic, the
State became legally responsible to compensate the contractor for such costs, whether pursuant to
an oral contract, implied contract, or quasi-contract,” the DAS response reads.
It’s best practice that agreements should be in writing, DAS wrote, but there weren’t any
disagreements between Nomi and DAS.
“DAS has procedures in place to ensure that deliverables are accurately tracked and documented,
contracts are stated clearly, and agreements are put into writing before payment becomes due,” it
reads. “In this circumstance, there were gaps in performance in following these procedures under
the stress of a global emergency. DAS will strive to ensure that such gaps do not occur.”
Nebraska’s initial contract with Nomi was worth about $27 million, but it grew to about $62 million.
That contract ended July 31, 2021.
Gov. Pete Ricketts and others have praised TestNebraska for its role in helping the state double its
testing early on in the pandemic as other states struggled. But the practice of inking no-bid contracts
with Nomi has drawn criticism in Nebraska and elsewhere. Four state lawmakers in Nebraska called
for the state to cancel its initial contract.
CEO and founder Mark Newman has said Nomi doesn’t seek out no-bid deals but serves as a last
stop in emergencies.
In other Nebraska contracts, Nomi committed to provide staff for COVID-19 testing and vaccination
sites, provide COVID-19 vaccine scheduling services, provide nursing staff at the Central Nebraska
Veterans’ Home and run a call center to help hospitals find beds for patients.
Ahead of the call center contract, Nomi made a $20,000 donation to the Nebraska Republican Party.
A Ricketts spokesperson has said the donation didn’t influence the state’s work with Nomi.
In 2021, state financial disclosure records show the company also donated $5,000 each to GOP
gubernatorial candidates Jim Pillen and State Sen. Brett Lindstrom. It donated another $10,000 to
Pillen, who went on to win the nomination, on May 2.
By Sara Gentzler
 


Public News Service: Nebraska Outperforms National Census
in Tally of Latinos


 
Nebraska did a better job counting the state's Latino residents in the 2020 Census than new national
undercount data suggests.
According to analysis by the Brookings Institution, 5% of Latinos in the U.S. went uncounted in 2020,
three times the undercount in the 2010 census.
Lissette Aliaga-Linares, assistant sociology professor at the University of Nebraska-Omaha, said she
was not surprised by the high national undercount.
"Many of the Latino community don't trust public institutions," Aliaga-Linares pointed out. "People
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don't ask for help, even if their children are eligible for help, out of fear that will increase the threat
of being deported."
Civil rights organizations had warned the Trump administration's hostile rhetoric toward immigrants
-- including an effort to include a citizenship question on the census, which was rejected by the U.S.
Supreme Court as unconstitutional -- would lead to a higher than average undercount.
According to the Urban Institute, Nebraska's undercount in 2020 is projected to be 3.6%.
The U.S. Constitution calls for a once-a-decade head count of everyone living in the United States,
regardless of their immigration status. The stakes are high. Federal funding and political
representation are determined by census numbers.
Aliaga-Linares noted volunteer civic engagement efforts across Nebraska were essential for getting a
good count in the 2020 census, but the state still faces challenges going forward.
"There has been a lot of local initiatives for getting everybody counted," Aliaga-Linares
acknowledged. "But if you don't have the support from the top, from the governor, from the state
level, we will still face problems with undercounted minority populations here."
Latino leaders and advocates criticized Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts for failing to fund a state count
committee, a commonly used tool for reaching historically hard-to-count communities. Many are
now raising concerns about the fallout from the high national undercount over the next decade,
which will impact funding for health care, public education, children's, veteran's, senior's programs,
and more; along with political representation at the federal, state and local level.
By Eric Galatas
 


LJS: State Penitentiary to resume normal operations for first
time in three years


 
The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services on Wednesday announced that the Nebraska
State Penitentiary will return to a normal operational schedule on July 18.
The facility has been on a modified, seven-day, 12-hour operational schedule since October 2019,
when an emergency staffing declaration was made.
Director Scott Frakes said the Department has hired 472 new employees, 410 in protective service
positions. In December there were 76 vacant protective service positions at the state penitentiary.
That has been reduced to 18 vacancies, Frakes said.
"Going to emergency staffing was our best option for dealing with the staffing shortage, but it was
always our intent to fill the vacancies and return to normal operations,” Frakes said. “Admittedly, it
lasted longer than anticipated, but throughout the pandemic, the schedule served us well while
dealing with the challenges brought by COVID.”
The facility will return to a 16-hour operational day, which will mean more time for inmates to
participate in volunteer programs, recreation and other prosocial activities.
“All things that contribute to higher satisfaction and a better quality of life for the inmate
population,” Frakes said.
Two other facilities — the Reception and Treatment Center and the Tecumseh State Correctional
Institution — remain on modified schedules. Frakes said the plan is to take RTC from a four-day work
schedule to seven days sometime this summer, with the caveat it will probably remain on
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emergency staffing for a while longer.
The latest vacancy report for the Department shows 167 open protective service positions. In
October last year the high was 427 positions. Turnover was also down in January, February, March
and April compared to last year.
By Alex Lantz
 


Nebraska Examiner: ‘Staffing emergency’ soon to end at
Nebraska State Penitentiary


 
LINCOLN — A staffing emergency in place since October 2019 at the Nebraska State Penitentiary in
Lincoln will soon be lifted.
Nebraska Corrections Director Scott Frakes announced Wednesday that normal work schedules, and
normal inmate activities, will return July 18.
Due to a shortage of staff, the State Pen has been on a modified, seven-day, 12-hour operational
schedule, which also included cutbacks in visitation time for inmates, bag breakfasts delivered the
night before and limits on inmate recreation and rehabilitation programs.
Frakes said that an influx of new hires, prompted by salary increases adopted last year and hiring
bonuses, has allowed the emergency to end.
He said the department has hired  472 new employees in recent months, 410 of those in protective
service positions such as corporal, sergeant and caseworker.
At the penitentiary, there are just 18 job vacancies in protective services now, compared to 76 in
December.
The staffing emergency lasted longer than anticipated, Frakes said, “but throughout the pandemic,
the schedule served us well while dealing with the challenges brought by COVID.”
Staffing emergencies remain in place at two other prisons, the Tecumseh State Prison in Tecumseh
and the Reception and Treatment Center in Lincoln.
Frakes said the agency is planning to take RTC from a four-day work schedule to seven days
sometime this summer, though that prison will probably remain on emergency staffing for a while
longer. He has said that ending the staffing problems at the rural Tecumseh facility may take longer.
Thirty-four jobs at the State Pen will remain on 12-hour shifts permanently at NSP. Frakes said the
agency learned there is a benefit of having key posts remain at 12 hours, allowing a crossover
between shifts.
Returning to a 16-hour operational day for inmates means four more hours a day for volunteer
programs, recreation and other pro-social activities, which improves conditions for inmates, Frakes
said. Returning to 40-hour work weeks for most employees helps with their work-life balance, he
said.
The agency now has 167 open protective service positions compared to a high of 427 vacant
positions in October.
By Paul Hammel
 







LJS: Second Department of Correctional Services employee
targeted in Lincoln theft, police say


 
Lincoln Police are investigating after a Nebraska Department of Correctional Services employee had
their department-issued ID badge, keycard and duty belt stolen from their vehicle over the weekend,
according to authorities.
Sgt. Chris Vollmer said the 45-year-old employee reported the apparent break-in around 8 a.m.
Tuesday at the Pinebrook Apartments near Fletcher Avenue and 33rd Street.
The employee reported their handcuffs, pepper spray and corporal badge were stolen along with
the other items from their uniform.
Police did not observe signs of forced entry to the vehicle, Vollmer said. It's unclear if the car was
unlocked.
An employee at the Tecumseh State Correctional Institution reported uniforms, an ID badge and
duty belt stolen from a truck while parked in Lincoln on Friday night.
Vollmer said it's unclear if the two thefts are related, but noted the incidents occurred under "very
different circumstances," pointing to the difference in location and time of day.
"Other than the items taken, there's nothing that obviously links them," he said. "But, follow-up is
continuing."
By Andrew Wegley
 


Hastings Tribune: South Heartland COVID-19 case tallies
back near 'high' range


 
The weekly number of confirmed new cases of the novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19, continues
its uphill march in the South Heartland Health District, the district health department reports.
As of Wednesday, the rolling seven-day number of new cases in the district equaled 95 per 100,000
population — up from 73 per 100,000 on May 24.
The new number — an undercount since cases of COVID-19 identified through at-home testing
rarely are reported to the health department — once again is knocking on the door of 100 cases per
100,000, which is considered high community transmission.
The South Heartland district encompasses Adams, Webster, Clay and Nuckolls counties. Health
department offices are in Hastings.
For the week ending May 28, a total of 32 new confirmed cases in South Heartland residents were
logged by the health department. That was equal to the 32 cases recorded for the week that ended
May 21.
Tellingly, however, 27 additional cases had been recorded for Sunday through Wednesday of the
current week — well ahead of pace to exceed 32 cases by week’s end.
Since March 18, 2020, a cumulative total of 10,387 known cases of COVID-19 in South Heartland
residents have been recorded.
The community test positivity rate, or “community positivity,” increased to 35.5% for the week
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ending May 28 — up from 25% the previous week. Community positivity doesn’t take into account
surveillance testing of residents and staff in long-term care facilities.
Testing for the week increased by 23% with 281 tests logged, compared to 228 the previous week.
Again, those numbers don’t include at-home testing.
A total of four long-term care centers in the health district have reported residents or staff members
testing positive for COVID-19 in the past two weeks.
As of Wednesday, three in-patients in South Heartland hospitals were being treated for COVID-19,
and 27% of the district’s staffed intensive care hospital beds were available for new patients.
In Wednesday’s weekly news release detailing COVID-19 conditions in the South Heartland district —
the report was delayed by one day this week due to the holiday weekend — a health official said
testing and vaccination remain important.
“We continue to encourage people to have at-home test kits on hand and to test if they have COVID-
19 symptoms,” said Michele Bever, health department executive director. “People with underlying
health conditions should take precautions to reduce exposure, and we encourage everyone who is
eligible to stay up to date on their COVID vaccinations.”
According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, individuals are “up to date” when
they have received all doses in the primary vaccine series and all boosters recommended for them
when they are eligible.
Bever also used Wednesday’s news release to explain the health department’s authority and
responsibility for monitoring and investigating disease such as COVID-19.
According to Bever, Nebraska’s local health departments are assigned and authorized under state
law to monitor and investigate more than 125 reportable diseases and conditions. These include
food- and water-borne illnesses; vector-borne illnesses such as those carried by mosquitoes and
ticks; and many other diseases caused by viruses, bacteria, fungi and parasites, as well as conditions
causes by exposure to harmful gases and taxins.
Monkeypox, which is caused by a pox virus, is included on Nebraska’s list of reportable diseases. As
of Wednesday evening, 19 cases of monkeypox had been confirmed in 10 U.S. states, but none had
been found in Nebraska.
“Some residents are wondering if they should be worried about monkeypox,” Bever said. “The
current risk of exposure is low. However, if you have symptoms of monkeypox, such as unexplained
rashes or lesions, contact your health care provider. This is especially important if you have recently
traveled to countries where monkeypox cases have been reported, or if you have been close to
someone with monkeypox symptoms or who has been diagnosed with monkeypox.”
For a list of locations within the South Heartland district offering COVID-19 vaccinations and testing,
visit the health department’s website, www.southheartlandhealth.org.
By Andy Raun
 


LJS: Health Department to offer booster doses to kids ages 5-
11


 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department on Wednesday announced that it will expand
COVID-19 vaccination clinics to include booster doses for children ages 5 to 11 starting Thursday,
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and it will hold walk-in clinics at schools throughout June.
The announcement follows recent approval by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of a
Pfizer booster dose for children ages 5 to 11. The booster dose is recommended at 5 months after
completing the initial two-dose series.
The move also comes as COVID-19 cases continue to trend much higher than they were earlier in the
spring.
Lancaster County recorded 417 cases last week, which was a slight decline from the 422 cases
recorded the previous week. It was the first weekly decline since early April.
However, the test positivity rate rose, and Health Department officials said wastewater sampling
showed an increase in viral particles.
“COVID-19 is still circulating in our community," Health Director Pat Lopez said in a news release.
"Booster doses help provide continued protection against COVID-19 and help prevent children from
becoming seriously sick if they do get the disease."
Even though COVID-19 tends to be less severe in children than adults, during the omicron wave,
more children were getting sick and being hospitalized, according to the CDC. Some can experience
ongoing health problems after getting COVID-19.
The Health Department said it is contacting parents and guardians of vaccine recipients who fall
within the new recommendations to schedule booster dose appointments. Walk-ins are welcome at
all clinics. Parents and guardians can also schedule an appointment for their child
at COVID19.lincoln.ne.gov.
All clinics will offer first and second doses for age 5 and older, first booster doses for age 5 and older,
and second booster doses for those age 50 and older and those age 12 and older with weakened
immune systems.
Here are the upcoming school-based clinics:
* Thursday, 3:30-6 p.m., Fredstrom Elementary School, 5700 N.W. 10th St.
* Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Lincoln Northeast High School, 2635 N. 63rd St.
* Tuesday, 3:30-6 p.m., Arnold Elementary School, 5000 Mike Scholl St.
* June 9, 3:30-6 p.m., Clinton Elementary School, 1520 N. 29th St.
The Health Department also offers COVID-19 vaccinations at its clinics at 3131 O St.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Residents find few answers at community meeting on
Nox-Crete fire


 
Frustrated and scared by Monday’s massive chemical fire in their neighborhood, Omaha residents
again sought answers Wednesday evening at a public meeting, and again came away with little
information.
If anything, the meeting laid bare the city’s seeming unpreparedness for the unfolding disaster:
Firefighters arriving at the Nox-Crete plant near 20th Street and Woolworth Avenue didn’t know
what chemicals were in the building. Yes, the department had that information, but it wasn’t
available to those at the scene. (The building’s owner showed up and provided information.)
The fire department lacked sufficient chemical firefighting tools for a fire of this magnitude. At least
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two people recommended carbon dioxide, which is one method of fighting this type of fire. That’s
not something the Omaha Fire Department carries.
It does have access to foam and began applying it about 2½ hours into the fire, according to
Assistant Fire Chief Kathy Bossman. Firefighters used 875 gallons of foam before running out, she
said.
“This fire was so big, so hot, and there was such an extreme volume of fire, the amount of foam we
had to suppress it was limited,” Bossman said. Although some in the audience disputed the wisdom
of using water, Bossman said it was the best choice available.
The emergency alert was only in English. That’s not good for a metro area where 120 languages are
spoken, said Kimara Snipes, a former board member with the Omaha Public Schools. Douglas County
Emergency Manager Paul Johnson said the problem was fixed Wednesday and future alerts would
also go out in Spanish.
To residents who wanted to know what chemicals were stored in the building, the answer was
largely: Look it up. It’s on the website of the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy under
facility number 10550. None of the officials at the meeting, from the Douglas County Health
Department to the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy, devoted significant time to
walking people through the types of chemicals likely stored at the building and how a fire there
might affect their health.
The confusion and lack of answers brought to mind residents’ frustrations with the city’s response to
last year’s natural disasters: a windstorm that blocked streets with trees and caused extensive power
outages, and flash flooding that damaged an unknown number of homes and businesses.
Joe Giitter, who lives in the neighborhood affected by the fire and who has worked previously in
emergency management and fire protection at the federal level, raised a number of concerns with
the response.
“There were some command and control issues that I’d like to see addressed,” Giitter said, calling
for a thorough after-action review.
Among Giitter’s concerns: The fire department lacked CO2 as a suppressant and used water, which
he said can worsen some chemical fires.
Additionally, the voluntary evacuation was undertaken based on outdated wind information because
the wind had shifted, he said. Thus, people who found themselves affected by the smoke were
outside of the area of official concern.
And why, he asked, echoing the concerns of many, weren’t mobile air samples taken since the main
Douglas County Health Department air monitor was upwind of the fire?
“I’d like to see some lessons learned, because this event could have been a lot worse,” he said.
Resident Jodi Hillhouse pointed out that many residents in this area can’t afford a doctor’s visit, so
they will be dependent on publicly available information. And she noted that future disasters need
to take into account that many residents don’t have access to a car if they need to evacuate.
Another resident, identified only as Alex, said she was “glad we’re making a really big deal like this.
We can’t normalize things like this happening.”
And two of those attending asked why Mayor Jean Stothert was not in attendance Wednesday.
Tom Buell, an administrator for monitoring and remediation for Nebraska’s environmental
regulators, said the federal Environmental Protection Agency sent staff to Omaha Wednesday to
formulate a plan to test the area for contaminants. He said it’s probable that the testing will include
soil and wipe-testing of objects. It may not include air sampling. The agency is still formulating its
response, he said.







Roger Garcia, a member of the Douglas County Board who arranged Wednesday’s meeting, said he
will recommend that a multi-jurisdiction after-action review be undertaken.
The goal of the meeting was to give residents a chance to question officials face to face.
“I did not feel that a simple press release was enough,” he said.
It’s still too early, he said, for answers to some of the residents’ questions. Environmental samples,
especially, will take time, he said.
Nox-Crete did not send a representative to the meeting, but the company did issue a statement
Wednesday afternoon, thanking first responders for being able to "control the situation in a way that
has resulted in no injuries, for which we are grateful beyond description."
The company statement said the Omaha Fire Department and other authorities "are conducting a
full investigation into the cause of the blaze. Nox-Crete continues to cooperate with local authorities
and will defer to their expertise regarding questions about the fire."
The company acknowledged that nearly 2,400 of its neighbors lost power during the fire and it
expressed its appreciation for the work of utility workers to quickly restore power as well as the
efforts of the City of Omaha.
Nox-Crete noted that it has been on the same site in Omaha since 1956, employing nearly 50
Omahans. 
"The fire affected Nox-Crete's main warehouse but did not affect our nearby offices or production
facilities," the company said, "and as such, our team is back at work."
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Amid teacher shortage, OPS floats $4,500 stipend for
full-time staff for next 2 years


 
Faced with a continuing staff shortage, Omaha Public Schools officials Wednesday announced a plan
to temporarily boost pay for district employees.
The pay increase proposal, which would apply to all certified and classified full-time and part-time
staff for the next two years, follows an exodus of teachers that occurred last month. Some
employees cited poor working conditions that weren’t improving.
Under the district’s proposal, which will go before the school board for approval Monday, certified
and classified full-time staff would receive an additional $4,500 per year, while part-time staff would
receive an additional $2,250 per year provided they work 20 or more hours a week.
The raises require approval by the school board and the Nebraska Department of Education, since
the money will come from federal COVID-19 relief, known as Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief (ESSER). Because ESSER funds expire in 2024, the proposed stipends would be
limited to the 2022-23 and 2023-24 school years.
Superintendent Cheryl Logan said at a Wednesday press conference that the district would move
money from its ESSER plan for long-term facilities maintenance to cover the new stipends. The
stipends, if approved, would be distributed in three installments throughout the school year.
“Those needs are not disappearing, but we see the time-sensitive need to invest in our current staff,
our returning staff,” Logan said. “This acknowledges the additional needs and challenges of this
time.”
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The district received 594 certified staff resignations and retirements as of May 19, according to a
media release. That is a more than 43% increase from last year, when OPS only had 415 resignations
and retirements.
Logan said the district also plans to meet with the Omaha Education Association to discuss
compensation for teachers covering for others during their planning period.
Robert Miller, OEA president, said he was pleased to see the district recognize the work of all staff
members and their dedication to students.
“It’s a great start and we look forward to working together to address the various concerns within
the classrooms and buildings,” he said.
OPS, like other districts in the metro area and beyond, has struggled to retain staff during the
pandemic.
During Wednesday’s press conference, Logan said she expects there to be about 230 unfilled
positions when the 2022-23 school year starts. She did not know the exact number of unfilled
positions in previous years but said it is in the “three-digit range.”
The district will be reorganizing classes within schools to help with the staff shortage, which will
result in some larger class sizes, Logan said.
“Some students will not notice a change in their classroom,” Logan said. “For others, the number of
students could change from two to five students.”
One OPS teacher said she feels the move is a great start for teachers to feel appreciated, but she
hopes the district doesn’t stop there. The teacher spoke on the condition that The World-Herald
withhold her name due to concerns it could impact her job.
“It is something, but we still need support from administration, and most importantly, parents. We
want your child to be the best he or she can be,” she said. “For them to be successful, they need to
be read to, know manners and not argue with teachers.”
Logan said the district will be taking on a “herculean effort” to establish in-depth relationships with
families to help with student misbehavior. This could include in-home visits that staff would be
compensated for, she said.
“One of the key things that we want to happen this year is to deepen those family relationships and
to ensure we have common expectations for student behavior in the classroom,” she said. “Last year
when we started school, I talked to (superintendents) about student behavior last fall. No one
anticipated what we were faced with.”
Candice Balkovic, who resigned from Lewis and Clark Middle School in January, said she wondered
why the district decided to offer stipends now instead of earlier in the year.
“When we looked at where we were in terms of our needs, that’s where we landed,” Logan said
when asked about the timing. “We did 70 input sessions and took the information from our input
sessions to create our initial budget.”
Balkovic said the new stipend won’t make her return to OPS.
“I’m in a new position where I make $20,000 more with a cost of living increase and bonuses coming
every July, so $4,500 extra ... nope,” she said. “That stipend amount is the amount many companies
give employees as a bonus regularly.”
By Lauren Wagner
 


OWH Editorial: Benson post office renaming is fitting honor
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for Omaha WWII hero


 
A hometown Omaha hero from World War II is finally getting some of the honors he deserved.
Charles Jackson French saved the lives of his shipmates after their destroyer was sunk near
Guadalcanal in September 1942. A Navy mess steward, French swam for several hours through
shark-infested waters while towing a lifeboat filled with wounded comrades.
His story was widely told at the time and French, then 22, was called “the hero of the Solomon
Islands.”
An African American, French had been recommended by his commander for a Navy Cross, the
Navy’s second-highest award for valor. But at a time of prejudice and discrimination in the U.S.
military and elsewhere, French received only a letter of commendation.
A number of efforts have been launched in recent years to ensure that French’s heroism is finally
properly recognized.
Last week, the Senate passed a bill that will rename the Benson postal facility at 6223 Maple St. the
“Petty Officer 1st Class Charles Jackson French Post Office.” The bill, sponsored by Rep. Don Bacon,
R-Neb., earlier was passed by the House of Representatives.
A year ago, Bacon also had written a letter to the acting secretary of the Navy, asking for a review of
French’s file to determine whether he had received the proper awards. That, in turn, led to an award
ceremony last month where French’s relatives were presented in San Diego with a posthumous Navy
and Marine Corps Medal, the service’s highest award for non-combat heroism.
In addition, the pool used for training swimmers at Naval Base San Diego was renamed in French’s
honor.
Omahans may remember World-Herald reporter Steve Liewer’s story about French last June and the
tribute paid to him by USA Swimming during the U.S. Olympic Swim Trials in Omaha.
French was born in Arkansas but moved to Omaha as a youth to live with his married older sister. He
enlisted in the then-segregated Navy in 1937. After saving his shipmates, who were all White, he
remained in the Navy until the end of the war, then took a civilian job with the Navy in San Diego. He
died in 1956.
Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., who led efforts for the post office naming bill on the Senate side of the
U.S. Capitol, called its passage “wonderful news.”
“This post office renaming is important to his family, the community of Omaha and the state of
Nebraska,” Fischer said. “I’m proud we could come together to recognize his legacy of service and
sacrifice.”
French’s selfless valor has inspired people for 80 years, but as time has passed too many have
forgotten his extraordinary efforts. It’s fitting that Omahans are learning about him again, and that
the Benson post office will stand as a permanent reminder for the future.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: There are reasons to be optimistic in
the fight against Alzheimer's
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Recently, I had the honor of attending the Alzheimer’s Association’s Advocacy Forum in Washington,
D.C. This important annual event brings together family members, caregivers and advocates from all
50 states for a day of discussion and consciousness-raising with our legislators in Congress.
These meetings provided an opportunity for us to thank our political leaders for the support they
have shown in the fight against Alzheimer’s thus far. More importantly, however, these meetings
served to remind our legislators of the work left to be done and the important actions needed to
make that work possible.
There are currently 6.5 million people suffering from Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia in the
United States. There are 35,000 Nebraskans suffering from the disease, and that number is expected
to grow to 40,000 in just three years. There were 768 reported deaths in Nebraska from Alzheimer’s
in 2019.
This number does not take into account the many cases that go unreported or situations where
Alzheimer’s is not listed on death certificates as a primary cause of death, and, of course, it does not
take account of COVID.
My father passed away from dementia in 2016 and I am currently caring for my mother with
Alzheimer’s. If we think about the longstanding, high-profile efforts of organizations like the
American Cancer Society and the American Heart Association, it is shocking to realize that it was not
until 2011, when Congress passed the Alzheimer’s National Project Act (NAPA), that Alzheimer’s
became the focus of a coordinated national effort guided by data and science.
In 2014, the Nebraska legislature passed a law establishing the Aging Nebraskans Task Force and
calling for the development of a strategic plan to serve as a roadmap for dealing with Alzheimer’s
and its implications in our state.
The Nebraska plan focuses on the three main areas: information, support and safety. These issues
are especially acute in largely agricultural states like ours, where the lack of trained health care
providers, facilities specializing in memory care, and caregiver resources create even more
difficulties for people with Alzheimer’s.
NAPA is up for reauthorization, and there are plans to reinvigorate the Aging Nebraskans Task Force.
Thanks to events like the advocacy forum, there are reasons to be optimistic. It’s too late for my
parents, but not for others.
For the Alzheimer’s Association, the white flower symbolizes a cure for this devastating disease. Let’s
all look forward to a day when we can see a prairie carpeted with white flowers as far as the eye can
see.
David Thompson is an elder law attorney with the Omaha firm of Burnett Wilson Law. He serves on
the board of the Alzheimer’s Association’s Nebraska chapter, and he is chair of the Elder Law Section
of the Nebraska State Bar Association. He can be reached at david@burnettwilsonlaw.com.
 


LJS Editorial, 6/2: Airport lands new flight and new
opportunity


 
The Lincoln Airport -- and by extension, Lincoln -- got some good news last week with the
announcement that United Airlines was adding a third destination to its flight offerings starting Sept.
1.
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The Airport Authority approved the contract last week to add daily service to Houston, on top of
current destinations of Chicago and Denver. United is expected to finalize the deal this week.
David Haring, airport executive director, expects once-daily flights on 50-seat regional jets to leave in
the early morning and return in the evening, what he calls "an ideal schedule for us as business
market."
The United hub at Houston George Bush International Airport puts Lincoln a single flight from
destinations in Mexico, the Caribbean and south and central America. 
When Delta -- with flights to Minneapolis and Atlanta -- pulled out of Lincoln earlier this year, it was
tough blow at a time when the airport is undergoing a $55 million renovation and expansion.
The optics were less than ideal -- fixing up an airport that just lost a chunk of service -- but the fact is
that facilities -- along with flight selection and ticket prices -- can help draw passengers. And
passengers, along with financial incentives, can help draw airlines.
So Lincoln is poised to recoup the travel losses it sustained to COVID and competition from Omaha
and, to a lesser extent, Grand Island, which has flights to popular recreational destination Phoenix
and Las Vegas.
One new flight from United won't fix everything that ails Lincoln's airport. It still needs to win over
travelers. 
Director Haring, who has been on the job since 2014, told the Journal Star's Matt Olberding in
January that the airport needs to rethink some strategies. While it's always been focused on good
business travel destinations, Haring suggested that leisure carriers. Allegiant, which flies out of
Grand Island and Omaha but ended its Lincoln service long ago, may not be a likely candidate, but
there are others.
For the right traveler, Lincoln is a perfect option. A short drive, easy parking, short walks to the gate
and uncrowded security checkpoints. Price and choice -- two key factors in travelers' decisions -- are
places Lincoln can improve.
A smaller airport like Lincoln doesn't have a big margin for error. A pandemic, a lost carrier or a lost
flight can have a big impact. But United's news is welcome. Lincoln Airport doesn't need to rival
Eppley in Omaha, but it needs to find its niche. A solid airport is part of the foundation of a solid
community.
 


NP Telegraph: Jacobson: An honor to honor our fallen
heroes


 
This past Monday marked the passage of another Memorial Day. Although many see this weekend
as the beginning of summer and the first opportunity to break out the barbeque grills, it is important
to remember the significance of this holiday and the sacrifices made by so many to allow us to enjoy
the freedoms we have today.
Memorial Day dates back to June 3, 1861, when the first Civil War grave was decorated with flowers
in Warrenton, Virginia. At that time, Memorial Day was known as "Decoration Day" and "Northern
states" started decorating the graves of fallen soldiers at certain times of the year. Communal
potlucks for decorating volunteers were also common in the post-Civil War era, held by various
church groups who sponsored the decoration of the soldiers' cemeteries. After World War I,







Decoration Day began to be observed in all states in honor of those who had died in all U.S. wars and
its name was changed from Decoration Day to Memorial Day. Since 1971, Memorial Day has been
observed on the last Monday in May. Memorial Day continues to be a holiday of special importance
to those who have served in the American military, and family members who grieve for their lost
loved ones (Gold Star families). Once a year, this holiday allows them to honor those who have died
fighting wars in the name of their country. This is why the quote "All Gave Some, Some Gave All" is
frequently used in relation to the holiday.
Although some see this holiday as the beginning of summer, make no mistake about it, this is a
holiday that is first and foremost about sacrifice, bravery and valor and the remembrance of those
who exhibited all of those traits to preserve the American way of life.
I was honored to spend Memorial Day at various celebrations throughout District 42. Wallace
welcomed me to their service at Morning View Cemetery, which dates back to 1892. Wallace
American Legion Post 213 hosted the service and a delicious community hamburger and hot dog
feed following the celebration. My wife and daughter are members of the American Legion Auxiliary,
so it is always special for me to support American Legion events.
Next, I joined Gov. Pete Ricketts at the Fort McPherson National Cemetery south of Maxwell. It was
dedicated in 1873 and is the final resting place for soldiers who fought in the Indian Wars, the Civil
War, World Wars I and II and more recent conflicts. The cemetery is enclosed by wrought-iron
fencing with large vehicular gates supported by stone piers, all constructed in 1941. A white marble
monument marks the mass grave of 28 soldiers killed in an 1854 encounter with the Sioux at Fort
Laramie in the Wyoming Territory. Fort McPherson National Cemetery is the also the final resting
place for four recipients of the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military decoration, given for
"conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity and the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty."
Finally, I attended the ceremony at the North Platte 20th Century Veterans Memorial. Here, bronze
statutes memorialize Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard veterans, as well as the
volunteers of the North Platte Canteen. The five major conflicts of the 20th century, World War I,
World War II, Korea War, Vietnam War and Gulf War, are depicted in a 15-foot-tall brick bas-relief
mural.
It was truly a humbling experience to spend Memorial Day visiting the grave sites of our brave men
and women who served. I am honored to have many veterans in my own family, including my father
and father-in-law, who are no longer with us. I would challenge us all to live our lives in such a way
that honors the sacrifice of those who died for us.
Thank you to all veterans and for those who died for our freedom!
Constituents can reach Senator Mike Jacobson at mjacobson@leg.ne.gov or 402-471-2729. Our door
is always open.
 


York NT: Just Melanie -- I'm actually a bad Nebraskan


 
Yesterday, as the governor and his wife unveiled the new Nebraska license plate, I stared at its
uniqueness after its meaning was explained. Nebraska is artistic. Nebraskans have long expressed
heritage and grit. I guess I just stopped and thought about what makes Nebraska special.
I'm well-versed in the Nebraska traditions of the state fair, Husker football games, the regimen of
harvest season, tornado-related protocol and the uses of Dorothy Lynch. I grew up going to the
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state's only remaining original movie drive-in (located in Neligh); the incredible Ash Fall Fossil Beds
are just north of where I was raised; and I know what a steak is supposed to taste like.
I've witnessed Milligan's June Jubilee; I've sat on the beaches of Branched Oak and Johnson Lakes;
I've failed at waterskiing at Calamus; I dined at the first Valentino's restaurant; and I've walked
through the hallowed halls of Nebraska's acclaimed capitol building.
I've worn green in O'Neill; donned patriotic colors in Seward; and had plenty of red Kool-Aid
mustaches as a child (thanks, Hastings).
As a 4-Her, I ate a sandwich in the back yard of the governor's mansion; I hiked through the trees at
the Nebraska National Forest at Halsey; I've been in a canoe on the Niobrara River; and I've floated
on an inner-tube at Long Pine.
Yes, I've experienced many wonderful things that only Nebraska can provide and I always thought I
had thoroughly felt the pulse of our interesting and varied state.
I think I know what it is to be a Nebraskan.
But the longer I think about it, the more I realize I'm actually a bad Nebraskan.
Why? I've still never seen some of our state's most amazing sites.
I've always been intrigued about the pioneers' trek across our country and through our state. Yet,
I'm ashamed to say I've never actually seen one rut the covered wagons whittled into the plains. I
know there are tourist areas where these can still amazingly be seen, but I've never bothered to
travel there.
Also tied to the epic pioneer journey is the breath-taking and majestic natural landmark of Chimney
Rock. I've always been intrigued by the photographs of this amazing wonder in the western part of
our state. But have I ever actually driven there to see it firsthand? Incredibly, no. I think this should
be a major goal to fulfill as a Nebraskan. According to stories I've read, natural erosion has caused
the big rock to shrink over time – I better hurry before it disappears. It's already been there for 24-
25 million years, it's time for me to make an effort.
Another destination I've never seen – well, I've driven under it – is the Great Platte River Road
Archway at Kearney. This amazing museum over the interstate has played host to many visitors,
even dignitaries and a sitting U.S. president. But has it ever lured me in? No. Why? Simply because
I've never taken the time.
I've never seen the Golden Spike Tower in North Platte, the Indian Cave State Park on the banks of
the Missouri River, the Strategic Air and Space Museum or the oddly intriguing Carhenge situation by
Alliance.
And I'm most ashamed to admit that I've never witnessed one of the greatest natural phenomenons
Nebraska has to offer . . . the migration of the Sandhill Cranes. We don't need a Jurassic Park – we
already have a real one as this global movement has continued since prehistoric times.
It's just right down the road from me each spring. It's just to the west.
Those who have witnessed it, especially in the early morning hours, have proclaimed witness to its
awe-inspiring beauty. The sheer numbers are mind boggling, I'm told.
And the mysterious biology of it all is just incredible to me.
The sin of it all is that I haven't made the quick trip to see them – yet, those cranes (and tens of
thousands of other birds) travel thousands of miles to be in our back yard early each year.
Until I have these experiences, I really can't say I've seen all our state has to offer or that I've had all
the unique experiences our little "fly-over" state can give us.
Until that list is achieved, I'm guess I'm just a bad Nebraskan. Maybe it's time to make time to
correct my status. It might take me a decade or so, but maybe it would be worth the time.







By Melanie Wilkinson
 


AP: House panel taking up gun bill in wake of mass shootings


 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House is beginning to put its stamp on gun legislation in response to mass
shootings in Texas and New York by 18-year-old assailants who used semi-automatic rifles to kill 31
people, including 19 children.
The House Judiciary Committee will hold a hearing Thursday to advance legislation that would raise
the age limit for purchasing a semi-automatic centerfire rifle from 18 to 21. The bill would make it a
federal offense to import, manufacture or possess large-capacity magazines and would create a
grant program to buy back such magazines. It also builds on the executive branch’s ban on bump-
stock devices and so-called ghost guns that are privately made without serial numbers.
The Democratic legislation, called the Protecting Our Kids Act, was quickly added to the legislative
docket after last week's school shooting in Uvalde, Texas. A vote by the full House could come as
early as next week.
With Republicans nearly in lockstep in their opposition, the House action will mostly be symbolic,
serving to put lawmakers on record about gun control ahead of this year's elections. The Senate is
taking a different course, with a bipartisan group striving toward a compromise on gun safety
legislation that can win enough GOP support to become law.
But Rep. Jerrold Nadler of New York, the Democratic chairman of the House Judiciary Committee,
defends the proposals as being popular with Americans. He says it's time for Congress to act.
“You say that it is too soon to take action? That we are ‘politicizing' these tragedies to enact new
policies?" Nadler said in prepared remarks for Thursday's hearing obtained by The Associated Press.
“It has been 23 years since Columbine. Fifteen years since Virginia Tech. Ten years since Sandy Hook.
Seven years since Charleston. Four years since Parkland and Santa Fe and Tree of Life Synagogue in
Pittsburgh."
He added: “Too soon? My friends, what the hell are you waiting for?”
Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio, the ranking Republican on the committee, told Fox News he’ll press his GOP
colleagues to oppose the bill.
“I’m going to do everything I can to encourage my colleagues to oppose this … hodgepodge of bills
that I don’t think would have made one difference in tragedies that we’ve seen recently,” Jordan
said.
Any legislative response to the Uvalde and Buffalo, New York, shootings will have to get through the
evenly divided Senate, where support from at least 10 Republicans would be needed to advance the
measure to a final vote. A group of senators has been working behind the scenes this week in hopes
of finding a consensus.
Ideas under discussion include expanded background checks for gun purchases and incentivizing
red-flag laws that allow family members, school officials and others to go into court and secure an
order requiring the police to seize guns from people considered a threat to themselves or others.
The broader bipartisan group of almost 10 senators met again Wednesday — “a very productive
call,” said Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., in an interview.
“There’s a tenor and tone, as well as real substantive discussion that seems different," he said.
Blumenthal has been working with a Republican member of the group, Sen. Lindsey Graham of
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South Carolina, on a proposal to send resources to the states for red-flag laws. He said he was
“excited and encouraged” by the response from the group.
“It really is time for our Republican colleagues to put up or shut up,” Blumenthal said. “We’ve been
down this road before.”
President Joe Biden was asked Wednesday if he was confident Congress would take action on gun
legislation.
“I served in Congress for 36 years. I’m never confident, totally," Biden said. “It depends, and I don’t
know. I’ve not been in on the negotiations as they’re going on right now.”
 


AP: Biden says he wasn't informed early on of baby formula
woes


 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden on Wednesday said he was not briefed on the prospect
of nationwide shortages of infant formula for about two months as he acknowledged the strain on
families while his administration struggles to address the situation.
Yet company executives at a meeting Biden hosted from the White House told the president that
they knew the substantial impact that the shutdown of a major production plant in February would
have on the U.S. supply almost immediately.
“They did, but I didn’t,” Biden told reporters later, saying he was not made aware of the severity
until early April.
Under Biden, the government has imported foreign supplies and used the Defense Production Act to
speed domestic production. But those steps did not begin until mid-May, once retailers began
rationing supplies and store shelves were emptying.
“There’s nothing more stressful than feeling you can’t get what your child needs,” Biden said, adding
that as a “father and a grandfather,” he understands how difficult the shortages have been for
parents and their children.
Biden hosted the roundtable with leaders of manufacturers ByHeart, Bubs Australia, Reckitt, Perrigo
Co. and Gerber. Notably absence was Abbott Nutrition, whose Michigan plant was shut down in
February over safety concerns, leading to the domestic shortage. The White House did not respond
to a request for comment on why Abbott was not included.
The meeting Wednesday was a chance to provide an update on what the administration is calling
“Operation Fly Formula” to import formula and to use the Korean War-era production law to require
suppliers to prioritize their orders in a bid to ease production bottlenecks.
Despite Biden's comment about not being informed of the looming crisis, White House press
secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the administration began acting within days of the plant closure.
“We have been doing this whole of government approach since the recall," she said. "We have been
working on this for months, for months. We have been taking this incredibly seriously.”
She acknowledged that Biden is “frustrated” by the situation.
Meanwhile, the White House announced the third and fourth round of formula shipments from
overseas would begin next week, from producer Kendamil in Britain and from Bubs Australia.
The White House said the latest round of shipments would bring Kendamil formula from Heathrow
Airport in London to U.S. airports over a three-week period, starting June. 9. The flights will carry
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about 3.7 million 8-ounce bottle equivalents, shipped free of charge by United Airlines.
The first shipments will include Kendamil Classic Stage 1 and Kendamil Organic formulas, which will
be available at Target stores across the United States.
Bubs Australia will ship the equivalent of 4.6 million 8-ounce bottles of its infant formula on Defense
Department-contracted commercial aircraft from its hub in Melbourne, Australia, to Pennsylvania
and California on June 9 and June 11, respectively.
The push on imports will help but will not immediately bring an end to supply shortages that have
left people who depend on formula facing empty shelves or limits on purchases.
The Food and Drug Administration began focusing on Abbott’s plant last fall while tracking several
bacterial infections in infants who had consumed formula from the facility. The four cases occurred
between September and January, causing hospitalizations and two deaths.
After detecting positive samples of rare but dangerous bacteria in multiple parts of the plant, the
FDA closed the facility and Abbott announced a massive recall of its formula on Feb. 17.
U.S. regulators and Abbott announced an agreement last month that would help pave the way for
reopening the plant, though production has not restarted.
 
 
 
Very Respectfully,
 
Andrew Shelburn
Digital Communications Manager


 
Office of Governor Pete Ricketts
CELL  402-890-2467
Andrew.shelburn@nebraska.gov
governor.nebraska.gov | Facebook | Twitter
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 6-27-22
Date: Monday, June 27, 2022 9:04:38 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jun 2022 7.46 14.00 08:52
Corn Oct 2022 6.06 -40.00 08:52
Milo Jun 2022 6.62 -70.00 08:52
Milo Oct 2022 5.76 -70.00 08:52
Soybeans Jun 2022 14.54 -55.00 08:52
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.49 -65.00 08:52
Wheat Jun 2022 9.10 -80.00 08:52
Wheat Jul 2022 9.10 -80.00 08:52
 
 
TV and Radio
KETV: What does the Supreme Court overturning Roe v. Wade mean for Nebraska?
KLKN: Planned Parenthood calls Roe v. Wade decision ‘devastating’


NTV: What does abortion ruling mean for rural America? (no video
WOWT: Special legislative session on abortion possible in Nebraska
KTIV: Planned Parenthood North Central States reacts to Roe V. Wade decision
NCN: Ricketts in wait-and-see mode on potential special session
NPM: State Leaders React to Roe Decision; Special Session Uncertain
NPM: Nebraska Reacts to Supreme Court Decision Overturning Roe v. Wade
10/11: Whats next in Nebraska following Roe V. Wade ruling
KETV: Roe v. Wade overturned: Nebraskans making their voices heard
KMEG: Overturning Roe: tri-state leaders react to Supreme Court ruling
NTV: Supreme Court's decision on Roe v. Wade highlights national abortion divide
NTV: SCOTUS abortion decision fuels Nebraska Democratic Party voting push
KSNB: What Roe vs. Wade’s overturning means for Nebraska
KETV: 'Abortion is health care,' Activists rally for abortion rights at Memorial Park
KMTV: Abortion is still legal in Nebraska as state does not have trigger law
10/11: Pro life rally held at the capitol building
NTV: SCOTUS abortion decision fuels Nebraska Democratic Party voting push
KETV: Maternity house, abortion clinic bear influx of patients after Roe v. Wade ruling
ABC News: Overturning Roe v. Wade raises stakes for patients who need IVF, experts say
KLKN: Nebraska AG joins effort to stop addition of LGBTQ protections in Title IX (no video)
NPM: Roe vs Wade Decision Could Impact Elections
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OWH: Ricketts, Nebraska officials celebrate new state building in Lincoln
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts and several other Nebraska officials celebrated the opening of a new
office building designed to be the “one-stop shop” for multiple state agencies.
At a press conference Friday afternoon, Ricketts cut the ribbon to officially open the new Fallbrook
State Office Building in Lincoln. The building, at 425 Fallbrook Blvd., is home for 525 state employees
across eight agencies, including the agriculture, natural resources and economic development
departments.
The building will serve as the central location for similar state agencies, boards and commissions.
Ricketts said consolidating the offices will improve customer service and better utilize state
resources to the benefit of Nebraska taxpayers.
“I hope you enjoy our facility as much as we do,” said Department of Economic Development
Director Tony Goins.
Many of the agencies housed in the new building were previously in an old state building still
occupied by the Department of Health and Human Services. Jason Jackson, director of the
Department of Administrative Services, said the relocation frees up space for DHHS to consolidate its
offices into a central location as well.
Goins said the former economic development office was built in the 1970s, and the department’s
relocation has been in the works for a long time. The new building presents a professional image to
its clients, both national and international, he said.
Factoring in all the spaces the agencies used to occupy, Jackson said, the new building reduces the
combined footprint by about 60,000 square feet. The reduced costs associated with the
consolidation will save Nebraska taxpayers about $700,000 per year, he estimated.
By Erin Bamer
 


Midwest Messenger: Ribbon cutting completes relocation of Nebraska agriculture
agencies
 
With a formal ribbon-cutting, several Nebraska agriculture agencies and commodity boards officially
announced to the public Friday afternoon, June 24 that they have relocated out of downtown







Lincoln into one north Lincoln building.
Gov. Pete Ricketts and state leaders were on hand to celebrate the completion of the Fallbrook State
Office Building at 245 Fallbrook Boulevard.
“By bringing together different agencies that are housed together, we can be more efficient with
agencies, and we can best utilize our office space. People who have business with different
commodity boards can come here and have one-stop shopping,” a masked Governor Pete Ricketts
told the crowd.
It will also impact the Department of Health and Human Services by freeing up space for their offices
in downtown Lincoln, he said.
Ricketts said the citizens of Nebraska can be assured that they will spend less time waiting in line;
filling out paperwork and waiting for services, as they can now conduct all similar business in the
same general location.
After taking turns this spring to relocate their individual offices, the following ag agencies have now
settled into the Fallbrook building: Nebraska Department of Agriculture, Nebraska Department of
Economic Development, Natural Resources, and the Corn, Wheat, Sorghum, and Ethanol Boards,”
said Eric Maher, Communications Director; Nebraska Department of Administrative Services. The
Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy was already in the building. There are different
suite numbers for each ag agency in the Fallbrook building.
“The Nebraska Wheat Board’s move to the Fallbrook location is a great long-term investment for the
office. Being located with other commodity organizations and complimentary state agencies is a
catalyst for cooperation and collaboration,” said Royce Schaneman, executive director of the
Nebraska Wheat Board.
There was a lot that went into setting up this move.
“Co-locating these agencies in Fallbrook is the culmination of a multi-year project that improves
accessibility to government services, improves collaboration, and reduces cost,” said Jason Jackson,
director of Nebraska Department of Administrative Services.
In all, the state reduced its square footage by about 60,000 square feet, and Nebraska citizens are
saving $700,000 dollars each year in terms of reduced cost from a rent perspective, Jackson said.
“We run state government like a business. To everyone who made this relocation possible, I want to
say thank you for your resilience and a positive attitude,” said Tony Goins, director of the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development.
Following speakers’ remarks and the ribbon cutting, the public was invited inside for a tour of the
building.
By Amy Hadachek
 


NP Telegraph: Nebraska governor proclaims pollinator week
 
Nebraska helps feed the world, and pollinators are responsible for one out of every three bites of
food. Gov. Pete Ricketts officially proclaimed June 20 to 26 as pollinator week on Monday in a
ceremony at the Capitol.
From honeybees to butterflies, moths, birds and bats, pollinators are responsible for pollinating
about 90% of all flowering plants, and these plants wouldn’t exist without them. Pollinator week is a
way to learn, celebrate, and protect pollinators, according to a press release.
“Nebraska does a lot for pollinators,” said Debbie Dekleva, founder of the North Platte-based
nonprofit, Sustainable Monarch. “In 2015, the Nebraska Department of Roads kept the roadsides







very tidy by mowing a lot. When they learned that monarch butterfly population decreased by 90%
they implemented ways in which they could help the pollinator rebound. They started planting
milkweed, the only plant monarch caterpillars will eat, and nectar plants for the adult butterflies.
“Monarchs are a great poster child for pollinators because they are easily recognizable and their
iconic migration from Mexico to Canada is awe inspiring,” Dekleva said. “It takes five to six
generations to complete the migration and they need suitable habitat throughout the migration
path, including through Nebraska.”
In addition to Nebraska Department of Transportation, the Sandhills and ranching community do a
lot for pollinators as well. Grazing natural landscapes like the Sandhills is critical to keep plants
regenerating from the roots, increase the duration of blooms and disperses seeds and fertilizer for
new plants to grow. When plants are in bloom, pollinators are working behind the scenes to create
more seeds, help continue the growth cycle and increase biodiversity. Based on recent genetic
tracing for the monarch migration, Nebraska rangelands are a significant producer of monarchs that
reach Mexico to overwinter, a journey that can be 2,500 miles. With the continuous cycle of
pollination and reproduction, the Sandhills feed people all over the world with Nebraska beef being
served as a delicacy.
People can help pollinators thrive by planting Native plants and reducing chemical inputs whether at
home or at work. One way to track pollinators is through iNaturalist, an ap that allows you to upload
pictures and then helps identify plants, insects and other wildlife. For more information, contact
Dekleva at 308-289-0499.
 


Daily NonPareil: Bellevue gas station's $2.38 special calls attention to high gas prices
 
A Bellevue gas station rolled back its prices to $2.38 per gallon for a couple hours Wednesday
morning.
The price cut at Speedy Gas N Shop at 12701 S. 28th Ave. was a promotion organized by Americans
for Prosperity to call attention to high gas prices and inflation.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts made an appearance alongside State Sens. John Arch of La Vista, Lou
Ann Linehan of Omaha and Mike Flood of Norfolk. Flood is squaring off against State Sen. Patty
Pansing Brooks of Lincoln in a special election Tuesday for a seat in Congress.
"Drivers here in Bellevue are getting the opportunity to get gas for what it was a year and a half
ago," Ricketts said, noting that $2.38 was the price at the pump when President Joe Biden took
office.
AFP-Nebraska reimbursed the gas station for the difference in the price for sales made during the
two-hour promotion, which Nebraska Examiner reported totaled nearly $4,000.
Nebraska's average price -- about $4.75 per gallon for regular on Wednesday, according to AAA --
remains below the national average. AAA said Nebraska's highest recorded average price was $4.79
on June 17, while national prices broke threshold of a $5 average price.
“The recent high prices may have led to a small drop in domestic gasoline demand as fewer drivers
fueled up last week,” said Andrew Gross, AAA spokesperson. “This dip, coupled with less costly oil,
has taken some steam out of surging pump prices. And this is happening right before drivers gas up
for what AAA forecasts will be a busy July 4th travel weekend.”
Adjusted for inflation, though, the current pain at the pump is still less than July 2008, when the the
average cost of regular gas in Nebraska was $4, according to the Nebraska Department of
Environment and Energy. That 2008 price would be the equivalent $5.43 in 2022 dollars.
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Jessica Shelburn, state director of Americans for Prosperity-Nebraska, said she believes companies
aren't refining as much gas as they could -- despite the present demand.
"You do see when gas prices are lower, they're saying that they don't want to supply more,"
Shelburn said. "But right now, we have the opportunity, and they're saying that they can supply
more. We're just not allowing them to."
The U.S. Energy Information Administration expects that U.S. refineries will be working "near the
upper limits of what refiners can consistently maintain" but will produce less than before the
pandemic. The administration said that's due to refinery closures triggered by the sudden decline in
demand from the pandemic, "which put downward pressure on refinery margins and made market
conditions more challenging for refinery operators."
Shelburn called tapping the strategic oil reserves and a proposal by Biden to temporarily stop the
collection of the 18-cent federal gas tax a "gimmick" and "Band-Aids" that don't solve the problem.
At the event, Ricketts said that Biden was making "war on our energy resources" by cancelling the
Keystone XL pipeline and stalling the leasing of federal lands for energy extraction. He said that "the
Biden administration has been kidnapped by the radical environmentalists."
"If you started making an impact on allowing us to explore our energy resources, you would see
those prices start coming down as soon as those policies started going into place," Ricketts said.
The Nebraska Democratic Party said in a news release that Ricketts fails to blame oil companies for
taking record profits and that he could take action to help Nebraskans, but instead chose to "stunt"
for publicity.
“Gov. Ricketts could ease some pain of the global gas prices by calling a tax holiday at the pump,”
Nebraska Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb said, “Ricketts could also demand all gas stations
require a 15% ethanol blend."
Shelburn with AFP-Nebraska said a permanent solution would require elected officials coming
together to do what's best for the American people.
"It takes everyone coming to the table and having those discussions and being willing to make some
compromises," Shelburn said. "The Biden administration isn't gonna get everything they want. The
oil companies aren't gonna get everything they want. The focus needs to be on the American
people. And that's what we've really lost track of, I think, in society is that we're not focusing on
making sure people have the ability to live their American dream."
By Scott Stewart
 


LJS: Watch now: Ricketts said he'll work with speaker to call special session of Legislature
to ban abortion
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts and Speaker Mike Hilgers of Lincoln said they would work together to determine
when to call the Legislature back into special session to consider enacting a ban on abortion in the
state.
"I am keen to protect pre-born babies, but I'll have to work with the speaker with regard to what he
thinks we will be able to accomplish," Ricketts said Friday during an event celebrating the
completion of new state offices in the Fallbrook development in Lincoln.
Abortion remains legal in Nebraska up until 20 weeks after fertilization, according to current state
law.
Friday's Supreme Court ruling leaves the decision on how to restrict abortion up to individual states.
Thirteen states had trigger laws in place that will automatically ban abortion within one month of the
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ruling.
The governor would not predict when the session would be scheduled but indicated he'd rather call
state senators back than wait until the next session begins in January.
He pointed out that Tuesday's special election to replace Rep. Jeff Fortenberry would change the
makeup of the Legislature. State Sens. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln and Mike Flood of Norfolk are
seeking to fill the remainder of the 1st District congressman's term.
In the closing days of this year's legislative session, a bill to ban abortion in Nebraska if states were
given full regulatory authority by the court was trapped by a filibuster. A cloture motion to free the
bill for consideration fell two votes short on a 31-15 count,  with Flood voting yes and Pansing
Brooks voting no. 
Ricketts also mentioned that Sen. Tom Brewer had just left for a trip to Ukraine. Brewer, a
Republican who supported the bill to ban abortions, had said he would return for a special session.
Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln said a special session is "all-but-guaranteed," and will likely take place
later this summer.
Had the trigger bill senators considered this past session passed, it would have made it a felony for
anyone to provide any medication or undertake any procedure with the intent of ending the life of
an unborn child, starting at fertilization. The woman undergoing an abortion, however, could not be
charged.
Lawmakers who opposed the bill have vowed to continue their opposition in the event of a special
session. Several of them repeated those promises Friday in the wake of the Supreme Court's ruling.
"We have stopped an abortion ban before, and we will do it again together," Sen. Megan Hunt of
Omaha, who led an eight-hour filibuster on the failed trigger bill earlier this year, wrote on Twitter
on Friday.
Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston, who introduced the trigger bill, said she has been negotiating with
some lawmakers on alterations that would address sticking points of opposition in the previous
legislation — mainly that the bill would have inadvertently banned in vitro fertilization, or IVF, and
hindered doctors attempting to perform life-saving operations.
"We have to be certain that we cover all our bases," Albrecht said.
Albrecht said she isn't sure what the new bill would look like, because it will largely depend on a full
analysis of the Supreme Court's ruling.
Two other abortion-restricting bills were proposed during this year's session, but neither made it out
of committee. One, introduced by Sen. Suzanne Geist of Lincoln, would have banned chemical
abortions after seven weeks. It would not have regulated surgical abortions. The other, introduced
by Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar, would have banned abortions after a fetal heartbeat could be
detected. That usually occurs about six weeks after fertilization.
Slama said Friday she would support any abortion-restricting bill in a special session, as long as it is
capable of reaching 33 votes to end a filibuster. Albrecht said she does not expect Ricketts to call for
a special session if he isn't confident a proposed bill will pass.
"We should not walk away empty-handed," Slama said.
The fate of any bill will ultimately depend on the makeup of the Legislature, which has already
changed from the end of last session because of the death of Sen. Rich Pahls of Omaha. Pahls was
not present for the vote on the trigger bill because of illness, though Morfeld said Pahls likely would
have voted for the bill.
Ricketts appointed Omaha businesswoman Kathleen Kauth as Pahls' replacement earlier this month.
At her appointment ceremony, Kauth said she would have voted for the trigger bill had she been







serving at the time.
Nebraska Family Alliance policy director Nate Grasz called for legislative action.
"Pre-born babies who can smile, yawn, suck their thumbs and have their own heartbeat can be
legally aborted up to 20 weeks in our state," he said.
"We will immediately begin working with our state lawmakers to pursue the strongest protections
possible for every unborn child in Nebraska, because every life should be cherished and protected,"
Grasz said.
Morfeld, a candidate for Lancaster County Attorney, also issued a statement Friday declaring that "I
will not criminalize doctors or women for reproductive decisions" if he is elected to that office.
"I will not turn every miscarriage, ectopic pregnancy, IVF procedure and split-second, life-saving
decision by a doctor into a criminal investigation.
"These are private decisions that should be left to a woman and her doctor, not politicians and
lawyers."
By Don Walton and Chris Dunker
 


Columbus Telegram: Special session likely after Supreme Court decision
 
The Supreme Court on Friday overturned its historic Roe v. Wade ruling, leaving the legality of
abortions up to the states. Officials indicated on Friday that a special session of the Nebraska
Legislature is very possible.
Before Friday’s announcement, 13 states had “trigger” laws in place that would automatically ban
abortions within one month of Roe v. Wade being overturned.
Currently, Nebraska allows abortions up to 20 weeks after fertilization. During the last legislative
session, a “trigger” bill failed to pass by two votes. The bill would have made it a crime for health
care professionals to perform an abortion but would have allowed it if the mother’s life was in
danger.
Going forward, a factor will be the winner of the June 28 special election. Republication Mike Flood
is running against Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks for the U.S. House of Representatives District 1
seat left vacant by the resignation of Jeff Fortenberry. The Omaha World-Herald reported on Friday
that Flood voted in favor of the trigger bill while Pansing Brooks voted against it.
“The variables are who wins the election next week … and I would think we'd want everybody there
to make a decision that's important,” State Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus said. “And then to look at
the bills we've had in the past and see which one of those has the support to get it through. Once
those things are determined then we can see more where we go from here. Otherwise there would
be just our previous legislation in place, and it's likely that we would want to bill that would be more
encompassing than that.”
Pansing Brooks said in a statement that the majority of Americans and Nebraskans do not agree that
abortion should be illegal. 
"Tuesday's special election will be our first opportunity to stand up and fight back at the ballot box
against this extreme effort to push us back into the Dark Ages. My opponent doesn't even support
exceptions for rape or incest," Pansing Brooks said.
"The contrast -- and the stakes -- are clear."
Flood also released a comment, noting that he's proudly pro-life. 
"(I) am proud to have sponsored and passed the nation's first Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act, which banned abortion at 20 weeks, when babies can feel pain," Flood said. "We helped pave







the way for this landmark decision."
Gov. Pete Ricketts released a statement Friday, in which he noted that the initial Roe v. Wade ruling
took away states’ rights to regulate abortion.
“Today’s Supreme Court decision restores the rights of the people, and as a result our future
generations will have a chance at life,” Ricketts said in a press release.
“The Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe is an answer to millions of prayers on behalf of the
unborn and a victory for human life. I will be working with our legislative leaders to determine what
more we can do to protect our preborn babies."
Moser added that the new Supreme Court ruling will now be as historic as that initial ruling.
“The original ruling was surprising in its day, and this is a historic ruling that moving forward will be
looked at with the same importance as the original Roe v. Wade,” Moser said. “We'll see how those
things play out and what the timing would be and go from there.”
According to the World-Herald, some lawmakers who opposed the last trigger bill have voiced they
will continue their opposition in the event of a special session.
"We have stopped an abortion ban before, and we will do it again together," Sen. Megan Hunt of
Omaha, who led an eight-hour filibuster on the failed trigger bill earlier this year, wrote on Twitter
Friday.
Planned Parenthood North Central released a statement saying that its doors remain open in
Nebraska, as well as Minnesota and Iowa. 
“This decision is an unconscionable rollback of fundamental rights for all people in the United States.
Because people’s right to access abortion is no longer guaranteed by federal law, it now depends on
where you live and how much money you have to travel out of state for abortion care. Forced
pregnancy is a grave violation of human rights and dignity," said Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of
Planned Parenthood North Central States.
“We have been preparing for months to be able to best serve patients across our region. Our doors
are open and Planned Parenthood is committed to providing abortion care where it remains legal."
By Hannah Schrodt
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska lawmakers, governor weigh special session on abortion
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska could be headed toward a special session now that the U.S. Supreme Court
has overturned Roe v. Wade, although it’s unclear what new abortion restrictions, if any, could
survive a promised filibuster. 
The Legislature this year fell two votes short of passing a “trigger bill,” which would have banned
abortion in the state if the U.S. Supreme Court reversed Roe v. Wade — as it did Friday. 
A filibuster stopped Legislative Bill 933, and legislative leaders say little has changed  since then. The
late State Sen. Rich Pahls was ill with cancer during the spring debate. He has since been replaced by
Republican Kathleen Kauth of Omaha. But that gubernatorial appointment alone is not enough to
flip the legislative math toward passage of a total ban, political observers said.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said he was open to a special session, and several senators said Friday they plan
to push for one, as soon as August.  
State Sen. Suzanne Geist, who helped lead efforts to pass a ban, said she thinks that the session will
happen and that anti-abortion senators will have the votes to increase restrictions.
State Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha, who led opposition to the abortion ban this spring, vowed to keep
up the fight.  “We have already defeated an abortion ban in Nebraska and we will do it again,” she







tweeted Friday. “We will defeat any other attempt to ban abortion in this state because the majority
of Nebraskans understand that banning abortion is as extreme as it is unnecessary.”
State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh anticipates a special session, as well. “It’s a very, very scary time,”
she said. “I just want Nebraska to continue to be a great place for my daughters and everyone’s
daughters to live and have access to health care and have autonomy over their own health care
decisions.”
Geist said the current Legislature has shown it is unlikely to pass a full ban, so senators who want to
restrict abortions will have to figure out what can get past a filibuster.
Nebraska currently restricts abortions after 20 weeks, the point at which medical experts have
testified that a fetus can feel pain. Mississippi restricts abortions after 15 weeks.
That Mississippi law is the vehicle a conservative Supreme Court majority used to overturn Roe v.
Wade and give statehouses the ability to set their own limits on abortion.
“I think that there’s still some question about whether we will actually have a special session,” Geist
said. “And if we do, there’s a question about what type of bill will pass.”
 Speaker Mike Hilgers, in a statement Friday, said he anticipates a special session this summer “to
pass legislation to protect pre-born babies.”
“I will work with Governor Ricketts on the timing of a special session,” Hilgers said. “And, after
reviewing the Supreme Court’s opinion in detail, I will work closely with the Governor and my
legislative colleagues on the scope of such protections.” 
Ricketts said he would work with Hilgers to determine what else can be done in Nebraska “to protect
pre-born babies.”
“We had to wait for this decision to be able to do any planning,” Ricketts said. “I will have to
coordinate with his [Hilgers’] office with regard to anything we would accomplish in the Legislature.”
A special session doesn’t come cheap. In the past, special sessions have cost about $10,000 a day,
according to Dick Brown, assistant clerk of the Legislature.
That includes the cost of per-diem expenses for senators, as well as printing and paying pages and
sergeants-at-arms. 
It takes a minimum of seven days to pass a bill, Brown said, but there is no limit on how long a
special session can last.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Fremont Tribune: Pro-Life proponents; Pro-Choice advocates sound off on Supreme
Court ruling
 
Jan S. Ortmeier was happy when she heard Friday that the U.S. Supreme Court had overturned Roe
v. Wade.
The ruling removed the federal constitutional right to an abortion. Individual states will have the
authority to determine if or when an abortion is legal or can ban the procedure altogether.
Pro-Life advocates and Pro-Choice proponents across the nation have expressed their views.
Protests have broken out across the country in reaction to the ruling.
“We are aware of the ruling and we don’t anticipate any major problems, but we continue to
monitor the situation,” Capt. Kurt Bottorff of the Fremont Police Department said late Friday
afternoon.
News of the ruling was met favorably by Pro-Life proponents.
“Finally, they’re coming to realize that it is a real life, a real human being from conception until







death,” said Ortmeier, who with her husband, Don, are part of Fremont Area Right to Life.
Ortmeier said she remembers when talk about Roe v. Wade surfaced before the ruling in 1973.
“We talked among our friends about how awful that was going to be,” she said.
The Ortmeiers helped start the local Right to Life chapter in the 1970s.
“We felt we had to do something and educate people and stand up for the babies and the mothers
and help them as much as we could,” she said.
Not everyone was pleased about the recent ruling.
Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, which includes
Nebraska, called the ruling a devastating blow to reproductive freedom.
“The U.S. Supreme Court decision is wrong and will harm millions of people,” Stoesz said. “This
decision is an unconscionable rollback of fundamental rights for all people in the United States.
Because people’s right to access abortion is no longer guaranteed by federal law, it now depends on
where you live and how much money you have to travel out of state for abortion care. Forced
pregnancy is a grave violation of human rights and dignity.”
United Women in Faith, formerly United Methodist Women, issued a statement Friday expressing
concern about the recent Supreme Court decision’s impact.
The statement said banning of abortions won’t end them and that poor and working-class women
will resort to unsafe procedures that could cost them their lives, which happened too often prior to
the Roe decision.
“We call on federal and state legislators to act to protect the lives of women and girls by codifying
their right to privacy, to legal and safe contraceptives, and, in tragic conflicts of life with life, to
abortions,” the statement said.
Politicians have expressed their views against and for the ruling.
State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks is the Democratic candidate in Tuesday’s special election to fill
former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry’s vacated 1st District House seat.
In a Facebook statement, Pansing Brooks denounced the decision.
“Today, the U.S. Supreme Court made an unconscionable decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, giving
the government the seat at our daughters’ exam tables for which many have long coveted,” Pansing
Brooks said. “A majority of Americans and Nebraskans do not agree that abortion should be illegal.”
Pansing Brooks said the special election would be a first opportunity for voters to fight back at the
ballot box “against this extreme effort to push us back into the Dark Ages.”
She decried the stance of pro-life Republican candidate Mike Flood, whom she said doesn’t even
support exceptions for rape or incest.
In May, the Fremont Tribune reported that Flood said he’d work to ban abortions and expand
prohibitions on taxpayer subsidies for abortion.
Flood said in a Facebook statement on Friday that the High Court has returned abortion-related
policy decisions back to the states and people where they belong.
“I am proudly pro-life, and am proud to have sponsored and passed the nation’s first Pain-Capable
Unborn Child Protection Act, which banned abortions at 20 weeks, when babies can feel pain,” Flood
said. “We helped pave the way for this landmark decision.”
U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse said the Supreme Court righted a Constitutional wrong and that the pro-life
movement’s work has just begun.
“The pro-life movement is pro-baby, pro-mom, and pro-science,” Sasse said. “…We can’t call this
legal victory the end, because our movement has never been primarily about lawsuits and laws – it’s
about love and compassion. … Let’s support and love all pregnant women. Let’s come alongside







them and give the support they need. Let’s support babies regardless of the situations they face and
build communities around them that will love and cherish them.”
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts added his thoughts.
“Roe v. Wade took away the states’ right to regulate abortion and cost millions of babies their lives,”
Ricketts said. “Today’s Supreme Court decision restores the rights of the people, and as a result our
future generations will have a chance at life. … I will be working with our legislative leaders to
determine what more we can do to protect our preborn babies.”
Ortmeier recalled when she became a volunteer years ago at Problem Pregnancy, a center in
Fremont. She said the entity provided free pregnancy tests and then diapers and parenting classes.
Counselors talked to women.
“We tried to help them realize it’s a real life growing within them and there would never be another
person with those characteristics and talents and to get rid of that life would just be devastating,”
Ortmeier said.
In a Tribune article in May, Ortmeier also said there’s now a Pro-Life center in every state that will
help women facing an unplanned pregnancy.
She cites Life Choices, a nonprofit organization in Fremont.
Suzanne Schneider, executive director of Life Choices, talked about that nonprofit agency’s work.
“At Life choices, our work has always been and will continue to be Her — every woman deserves
compassion and support in the face of an unexpected pregnancy and Life Choices provides that,” she
said.
By Tammy Real-McKeighan
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers expect special session on abortion after Roe v. Wade
decision
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers are bracing for a special session in the wake of the U.S. Supreme
Court overturning Roe v. Wade, though it remains unclear when lawmakers might be called back and
how far they’d be willing to go in limiting abortion.
The Supreme Court ruled to overturn Roe v. Wade in a 5-4 decision Friday, ending the nationwide
protections on abortions established in the 1973 ruling. The news spurred strong reactions from
Nebraska public officials on both sides of the political aisle, with opponents calling the decision
“dangerous,” and supporters praising the justices for their “courage.”
“This is a huge day for the United States,” said State Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar.
The ruling leaves abortion regulations up to individual states. Before Friday’s decision, 13 states had
trigger laws in place that will automatically ban abortions within one month of the ruling. More bans
are expected to follow.
Abortion remains legal in Nebraska up until 20 weeks after fertilization, according to current state
law, but that could change in the event of a special session.
Gov. Pete Ricketts previously said that he would support a special session if the Supreme Court
overturned Roe, and that he supported a ban on abortions including in cases of rape and incest. But
on Friday the governor sounded more pragmatic, saying that he planned to speak with Speaker of
the Legislature Mike Hilgers of Lincoln in the next few weeks to determine what policies could pass
in the Legislature.
“I will be working with our legislative leaders to determine what more we can do to protect our
preborn babies,” Ricketts said in a statement.
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Hilgers also refrained from stating definitively Friday that there would be a special session, though
he said he anticipates one this summer “to pass legislation to protect pre-born babies.” He also
repeated his commitment to work with Ricketts on scheduling a special session.
Their remarks appeared to be an acknowledgement of the uncertainty over the lengths legislators
are willing to go to restrict abortion in Nebraska.
Earlier this year, lawmakers attempted to pass their own trigger bill to ban all abortions in Nebraska
upon the demise of Roe. The bill died when it fell two votes shy of the 33 needed for a filibuster-
ending cloture motion.
Had the bill passed, it would have made it a felony for anyone to provide any medication or
undertake any procedure with the intent of ending the life of an unborn child, starting at
fertilization. The woman undergoing an abortion, however, could not be charged.
It wouldn’t have included exemptions, including for rape or incest, but would have allowed licensed
physicians charged under the law to use as a defense that the abortion was necessary to prevent the
woman’s death or serious, permanent impairment of a life-sustaining organ.
Some lawmakers who opposed the bill have since vowed to continue their opposition in the event of
a special session. Several of them repeated those promises Friday in the wake of the Supreme
Court’s ruling.
“We have stopped an abortion ban before, and we will do it again together,” Sen. Megan Hunt of
Omaha, who led an eight-hour filibuster on the failed trigger bill earlier this year, wrote Friday on
Twitter.
Sen. Jen Day of Omaha shared a similar message on Twitter, along with a reminder that abortion
remains legal in Nebraska.
“We will never stop defending our right to decide if, when, and under what circumstances to have a
family,” she wrote.
Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston, who introduced the trigger bill, said the legislation likely would not be
resurrected if a special session is called. Albrecht said she has been negotiating with some
lawmakers on alterations that would address sticking points in the previous legislation — mainly that
the bill would have inadvertently banned in vitro fertilization, or IVF, and hindered doctors
attempting to perform lifesaving operations.
“We have to be certain that we cover all our bases,” Albrecht said.
Albrecht said she isn’t sure what the new bill would look like, because it will largely depend on a full
analysis of the Supreme Court’s ruling.
Two other abortion-restricting bills were proposed during this year’s session, but neither made it out
of committee. One, introduced by Sen. Suzanne Geist of Lincoln, would have banned chemical
abortions after seven weeks. It would not have regulated surgical abortions. The other, introduced
by Slama, would have banned abortions after a fetal heartbeat could be detected. That usually
occurs about six weeks after fertilization.
Slama said Friday that she would support any abortion-restricting bill in a special session, as long as it
is capable of reaching 33 votes to end a filibuster. Albrecht said she does not expect Ricketts to call
for a special session if he isn’t confident a proposed bill will pass.
“We should not walk away empty-handed,” Slama said.
The fate of any bill likely will depend on the makeup of the Legislature, which already has changed
since the end of last session due to the death of Sen. Rich Pahls of Omaha. Pahls was not present for
the vote on the trigger bill due to an illness, though he likely would have voted for the bill, according
to multiple lawmakers.
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Ricketts appointed Omaha businesswoman Kathleen Kauth as Pahls’ replacement earlier this month.
At her appointment ceremony, Kauth said she would have voted for the trigger bill had she been
serving at the time.
Ricketts will appoint at least one new lawmaker this summer after either Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk
or Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln is elected to finish out the term of U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry,
who resigned after he was convicted of three felonies in March. The two are competing in a special
election set for Tuesday.
Whoever Ricketts appoints could have an impact on the fate of the special session. Flood, a
Republican, voted for the trigger bill, while Pansing Brooks, a Democrat, voted against it.
On Friday, Flood welcomed the Supreme Court’s ruling, telling The World-Herald that he believed it
righted a longstanding wrong. Pansing Brooks said she was shocked and angered by the ruling,
adding that it relegated women to second-class status.
A similar divide was on display Friday among the candidates running to replace Ricketts, who is term
limited and cannot seek reelection.
“Nebraska is a pro-life state because our citizens understand that life is the most precious gift of
God’s grace,” Jim Pillen, the Republican nominee for governor, said in a statement. “Today, the U.S.
Supreme Court affirmed what we have long known to be true: Our constitution contains no right to
murder an unborn child. I will do all I can to ensure that no more unborn babies are killed.”
Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, the Democratic nominee for governor, said the reintroduction of the
trigger bill in the Legislature would “cause Nebraskans to live in a police state.” She called out the
lack of exemptions in cases of rape and incest.
“I have grave concerns about the collateral damage we will be creating with these types of decisions
that should be between a patient and healthcare provider, a woman and her partner or husband, or
a family and their minister or priest,” she said in a statement.
Beyond the State Capitol, groups on both sides of the issue vowed to continue their efforts.
“Most Nebraskans support keeping abortion legal in our state because they understand no one
should be forced to carry a pregnancy against their will or face the life-altering consequences of
being denied abortion care,” Scout Richters, an attorney with ACLU of Nebraska, said in a statement.
“This race to take away people’s rights is dangerous and dystopian — and we will do everything we
can to stop it.”
Sandy Danek, executive director of Nebraska Right to Life, said in a statement that the Supreme
Court’s decision marked a victory but not the end of the group’s work.
“We must continue to work vigorously to elect pro-life representatives in the State Legislature to
pass laws to protect mothers and their pre-born children,” Danek said.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Nebraska law still allows abortion up to 20 weeks, but eyes will be on Legislature
 
The Supreme Court's ruling overturning of Roe v. Wade leaves the legal status of abortion up to
states, which have adopted a patchwork of laws that now will determine the access Americans have
to abortion.
Under Nebraska law, abortion remains legal up to 20 weeks after fertilization. Abortion also remains
legal in Iowa, Colorado and Minnesota. 
A so-called trigger bill that would have banned all abortions in Nebraska if the high court overturned
Roe v. Wade died in the Legislature this spring. But now all eyes are on Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fmediator-businesswoman-kathleen-kauth-named-to-millard-area-legislative-seat%2Farticle_a0956da2-e66c-11ec-8bb7-c3a629ac3ebd.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C69863ff9673d444044ee08da5845f5e1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637919354773904297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lHp18kc7IxNsf3mYoxrHsgsHJyZhJoczamvpgybcwM%3D&reserved=0





to see whether he calls a special legislative session to revive that bill — Legislative Bill 933 — or
something like it. 
Several states in the region already are among 13 nationwide that have adopted trigger bills banning
abortion now that the court has struck down the landmark 1973 decision, namely South Dakota,
North Dakota, Wyoming and Missouri.
South Dakota's ban took effect immediately. Planned Parenthood North Central States, which
includes Nebraska and Iowa, paused abortion appointments in that state last week and will not
resume them, officials said Friday.
Oklahoma has banned abortion outright, in addition to having a trigger ban in place. Abortion
remains legal in Kansas, but voters will decide in an August referendum whether to remove the right
to abortion from the state constitution. Approval would allow the Kansas Legislature to pass laws
that restrict or ban the procedure. 
Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, said Friday that the
ruling means that access to abortion now will depend on the state in which a woman resides. The
organization covers Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota.
"It is fair to say an abortion ban is not a ban for all people," she said. "It’s only a ban for certain
people who are unable to travel." 
Dr. Sarah Traxler, the Minnesota-based organization's chief medical officer, said its leaders have
been working to increase access to abortion in states where it remains legal. 
"We believe we'll have an influx of patients in Nebraska, Iowa and Minnesota," she said.
The organization has been working to bring in and train more physicians in all three states to meet
the anticipated increase in demand, she said. The group also has hired more patient navigators to
support patients as they travel to get care.
In Minnesota, it has launched a direct-to-consumer mifepristone, or abortion pill, program for
Minnesota residents. It also has increased capacity at its telemedicine abortion sites. Telemedicine
abortion is not allowed in Nebraska.
The organization also has been training clinicians on miscarriage management, Traxler said, because
it already is seeing an increase in the number of patients who come to its clinics seeking such care.
She noted that there are many situations in which abortion is lifesaving care, including in patients
with cancer who can't get treatment because they are pregnant, those who have had their water
break early and developed dangerous infections and in moms with pre-eclampsia suffering seizures
and the threat of stroke.
She said the organization's Sioux Falls, South Dakota, health center remains open for birth control,
STD testing, gender-affirming hormone therapy and other sexual and reproductive health care
needs.
In Nebraska, the overturning of Roe also has raised concerns among health care providers, patients
and families about what laws might follow. 
LB 933 would have made it a felony for anyone to provide any medication or undertake any
procedure with the intent of ending the life of an unborn child, starting at fertilization. The woman
undergoing an abortion could not be charged. The measure would not have provided exemptions,
including for rape or incest, but would have allowed licensed physicians charged under the law to
use as a defense that the abortion was necessary to prevent the woman’s death or serious,
permanent impairment of a life-sustaining organ.
Dr. Maureen Boyle, an obstetrician/gynecologist with Methodist Health System, said doctors are
concerned such provisions could tie their hands when it comes to providing the safest and best care







for women as laid out in guidelines from their professional boards. 
"This really is not a pro-life or pro-choice issue," she said. "It's really about taking care of women in
any and all circumstances they may find themselves in."
Fertility specialists, as well as patients and family members, have raised concerns that the passage of
such laws could prevent fertility treatments. A Facebook group called Save IVF Nebraska created to
advocate for continued access to fertility treatments in the state had 969 members on Friday.
A group of physicians concerned about the provisions in LB 933 recently formed the Campaign for a
Healthy Nebraska group to provide information about such issues. "We feel as physicians that the
public needs to get germane and relevant information from the source," said Dr. Stephanie Gustin,
medical director of the Heartland Center for Reproductive Medicine in Omaha. 
Proponents of LB 933 have said the measure is not intended to apply to in vitro fertilization or to
treatments for women who suffer miscarriages or ectopic pregnancies, the potentially life-
threatening situation in which a fetus begins to develop outside the uterus. 
But an ACLU of Nebraska attorney has noted that the language in a law, not the intent, is what
matters.
By Julie Anderson
 


LJS: 'The victory has been realized': Longtime anti-abortion activists in Lincoln celebrate
end of Roe
 
Shirley Lang has been praying for the past 50 years that she would live long enough to see this day.
There was never a doubt in her heart that Roe v. Wade — the landmark Supreme Court case that
enshrined a woman's constitutional right to an abortion in 1973 — would eventually be overturned,
as happened Friday.
The question was when? 
"I didn't think it would take this long," the 88-year-old Lincoln woman said. "There have been people
praying all over America to undo this because it is wrong."
Friday felt like a day for commemoration, longtime anti-abortion activists in Lincoln say: For the
nearly 50 years of prayer and hard work, but also for those affected by abortion in the years since.
Lang remembers being at the first Walk for Life outside the state Capitol in 1974, the beginning of a
lifelong passion to end abortion. She remembers distinctly the words one state senator left the
demonstrators with on the Capitol steps.
"He said 'You are on the right side, but you're going to have to work at this for years,'" she said.
Lang took the words to heart and eventually co-founded Lincoln Right to Life.
"I felt like I had to do something about it," she said.
Sandy Danek became involved in the fight in 1989, volunteering with Nebraska Right to Life. As a
mother who'd experienced the pain of miscarriage, the battle was a personal one.
"That experience caused me to want to work for the benefit of the child in the womb," she said.
Like Lang, she believed this day would come because Roe "isn't good law," and the fact that prenatal
technology — like ultrasounds — has improved in the years since.
Danek eventually served as president of the Nebraska Right to Life board and now serves as
executive director, a position she assumed when longtime leader Julie Schmit-Albin died of cancer in
2020.
There's a certain poignancy that Schmit-Albin is not here to see this day, those who knew her say,
considering the profound influence she had on the anti-abortion movement across the state.







"It strikes an emotional chord with me," Danek said. "When she died, many said — and I believe it —
that the pro-life structure in the state is due to in part what Julie did in the 32 years she was director.
She was brilliant, but steady and strong."
Lisa McInerney leads Lincoln's chapter of Sidewalk Advocates for Life, a group of volunteers who
gather outside Planned Parenthood near 48th Street and Old Cheney Road. 
There are anywhere from two to four people on the sidewalk during Planned Parenthood's operating
hours on Tuesdays — the day on which abortions are typically performed, McInerney says.
People often come to pray, but there are also trained volunteers who approach people driving up to
the building to offer resources or to point them to one of Lincoln's three pregnancy care centers —
including one right across the street — that offer free ultrasounds and supplies. 
Volunteers who support abortion rights are also present, escorting women into the building.
Friday's decision doesn't immediately impact the availability of abortion in Nebraska, but Gov. Pete
Ricketts is expected to convene the Legislature for a special session to restrict it.
If that happens, McInerney said the focus of the sidewalk advocates will center on informing women
who have been referred by Planned Parenthood to other states where it is legal.
Lincoln's Sidewalk Advocates chapter has only been around for a few years, but anti-abortion
activists have gathered and prayed outside Planned Parenthood for much longer.
For years, activists met outside its former location at 37th and South streets, and  Lincoln Right to
Life operated a location in a house just to the south of it.
When Planned Parenthood moved farther south near 48th and Old Cheney, Lincoln Right to Life
followed, moving into a location near where the Women's Care Center, which offers ultrasounds and
pregnancy counseling, is now.
Friday's decision feels like an answer to the prayers of those people who have stood outside Planned
Parenthood for years, McInerney said.
"We've prayed and hoped for it for a long time," she said.
Julia Lostroh went to her first Walk for Life in 1981 and has been active in the anti-abortion fight
ever since. 
Friday's decision doesn't mean the fight is over, she said, since many states will still have legal
abortion — as they did before Roe made it federally legal. While it's a day of joy, for Lostroh and
others, there is a sense of remembrance attached to the news.
"It's not a celebration type of a thing because this is so sad that we've lived with it for 50 years," said
Lostroh, a former lobbyist and now PAC chairman for Nebraska Right to Life. "I think it will be a
commemoration and a new start for us as far as being able to (implement) some meaningful
protections for life."
Marion Miner, the director of pro-life and family policy for the Nebraska Catholic Conference, called
the Supreme Court's 6-3 decision in a Mississippi abortion case that led to the overturning of Roe
"surreal" and "a real victory for human rights and the fulfillment of many hopes and prayers."
He understands, however, that emotions are going to be high on either side of the abortion divide.
"I think it's incumbent on us to recall that in the midst of our rejoicing and our resolve to act ... those
people who are likely to be in shock or unsure of the future," he said. "The church is with those who
are suffering, with those who are confused, with those who are alone, and people should know
that."
Bishop James Conley of the Diocese of Lincoln said on Twitter shortly after Friday's news he thought
he would never see Roe overturned during his lifetime, but always believed the day would come.
"Our Lord has given us a great gift from the love of his most sacred heart," Conley wrote. "We now







have to reach out to women and families who find themselves in difficult situations and love them
with the heart of Jesus."
In the weeks preceding the decision, which came months after a leaked draft of the court's majority
opinion, Catholic churches in Lincoln warned parishioners to be vigilant for possible attacks when the
ruling was handed down.
Danek voiced similar concerns, but also said there will be people who will want to "celebrate in the
public square."
"They see this as 50 years of very difficult work and finally the victory has been realized," she said.
A victory Lang waited five decades to see.
"When I stand in front of God on Judgment Day, he'll say what did you do in this country, where you
were free to stop this?" she said. "And I want to be able to say I tried my best."
By Zach Hammack
 


Nebraska Examiner: Anti-abortion Nebraskans rally in Lincoln for Roe v. Wade decision,
next steps
 
LINCOLN — Longtime leaders in Nebraska’s anti-abortion movement gathered Saturday to celebrate
Friday’s U.S. Supreme Court decision that several described as the end of the beginning of their
efforts to make abortion illegal in Nebraska.
Former Gov. Kay Orr and Lt. Gov. Mike Foley joined a morning rally at the Nebraska Republican Party
headquarters that drew about 100 people. Two hours later, 50 people attended a  Students for Life
rally on the State Capitol steps to support the reversal of Roe v. Wade.
“I’ve been involved in the pro-life movement for over 40 years, and over all those years, I always
knew that we would get to this day,” Foley said. “I didn’t know that I would live to see the day, but
we did. God works in mysterious ways.”
Attendees pushed back against local abortion-rights groups who have said that a majority of
Nebraskans support keeping abortion legal and safe, based on polling shared publicly by the
Nebraska Democratic Party and Democratic-leaning organizations. 
As many as 1,500 people protested the Roe decision in Omaha and hundreds more rallied Lincoln on
Friday. The court ruling sent the decision on abortion back to lawmakers, including Nebraska’s. Gov.
Pete Ricketts and legislative leaders are mulling a special session on further restricting abortion.
Under current Nebraska law, abortion is legal up to 20 weeks after fertilization.
The state GOP rally also aimed to draw more attention toward Tuesday’s special election in the
Lincoln-centered 1st Congressional District. Republican State Sen. Mike Flood and Democratic Sen.
Patty Pansing Brooks are squaring to fill former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry’s seat through the end of the
year.
Orr, Foley and State Sens. Julie Slama of Dunbar and Suzanne Geist of Lincoln talked about Flood’s
anti-abortion record, including passage of a bill that banned abortions in Nebraska after 20 weeks.
They spoke of his support for a total ban.
“We have this opportunity now to speak to people about supporting the life of the unborn child,”
Orr said, encouraging GOP activists preparing to campaign door-to-door for Flood. “But I ask all the
Nebraskans who pick up that mantle to do that and do so with grace, love, kindness, gentleness.”
Foley contrasted Flood’s stand on abortion with that of Pansing Brooks. On policy, Foley said,
Pansing Brooks is wrong. She supports abortion rights and helped Democrats filibuster Republican
efforts this past session to pass a preemptive ban.







Pansing Brooks has argued the Roe decision threatens women’s bodily autonomy.
Flood, who spoke at both rallies Saturday, told the students at the Capitol group they were the first
generation who grew up knowing what a child developing in the womb looks like, because of
ultrasound technology. He said they understand what they see: “a baby.”
“What happened in 1972 is wrong,” he said, holding a megaphone microphone. “But your
generation is the generation of life.”
Lincoln twins Bridget and Cecilia Nickman, 17, said they came to the student rally because they enjoy
being around people who believe as they do that abortion is wrong. 
“It just means a lot, because I think the mainstream media can make it really easy to feel like you’re
alone in this,” Bridget said. “It seems like everything’s saying that they’re taking away a woman’s
fundamental right.”
For James Sykes of Lincoln, 21, fighting abortion is personal. He said doctors told  his mother she had
to have an abortion at the age of 18 because of medical complications.
He said she went through with it, only to find out a few weeks later that she had not needed to abort
her pregnancy after all. 
“That sort of destroyed her,” Sykes said. “That’s become a motivator for not only her, but myself as
well.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: Hundreds return to Omaha's Memorial Park to rally for abortion rights
 
For the second time since the U.S. Supreme Court's reversal of Roe v. Wade, protesters gathered at
Memorial Park Sunday to call for access to safe and legal abortions. 
Though Sunday's crowd of a few hundred was smaller than Friday's protest, which drew more than
1,000 people to the park, the energy was much the same. Chants of "my body my choice," "hey hey,
ho ho, abortion ban has got to go," and "f--- Pete Ricketts" echoed across Dodge Street as passing
cars honked and motorcyclists revved engines seemingly in support.
The rally began at 6 p.m., and the group initially marched on the sidewalk from Memorial Park to
52nd Street before returning to the park. Around 7:45 p.m., they headed toward 72nd and Dodge
Streets. 
The Supreme Court in an opinion published Friday struck down Roe v. Wade, the landmark ruling
that solidified abortion as a constitutional right nearly 50 years ago. Friday's decision leaves
regulating abortion up to individuals states. In Nebraska, abortion is still legal up to 20 weeks after
fertilization.
A draft opinion leaked and published in early May signaled the court was prepared to undo Roe. But
even with the forewarning, protesters said the news still felt shocking. 
"We knew it was coming, but still, it's exhausting," said Jen McEvoy, 52, who attended the protest
with her daughter Lillian. "There is overwhelming support in this country for abortion rights, and yet
it's been taken away by this false court that was picked specifically to overturn this issue."
Others said that their initial reaction was despair. 
"I found out at work," said 19-year-old Nicole Sandquist. "We cried together in solidarity, all of the
women in my workplace. It was a very solemn day."
Some gathered Sunday stressed the importance of voting and electing lawmakers who support
abortion rights in Nebraska and nationally.
Abortion opponents, including Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and Speaker of the Legislature Mike
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Hilgers of Lincoln, heralded the Supreme Court's decision, saying it correctly returned the matter to
the states.
“The Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe is an answer to millions of prayers on behalf of the
unborn and a victory for human life," Ricketts said in a statement Friday.
Ricketts and Hilgers said they would work together on a possible special session this summer to
consider abortion restrictions. Earlier this year, the Legislature narrowly failed to pass a so-called
trigger ban, which would have banned abortion in the event Roe v. Wade was overturned.
Abortion-rights protests are scheduled to continue this week, with planned rallies in Omaha and
Lincoln on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.
Alex Bazer, 19, said that she thinks people gathering to show support is important.  
"We will not take this lying down," she said. "We will not stand here and let them take this away,
especially with how long we've been fighting just to have basic human rights like everyone else."
By Molly Ashford
 


AP: Uncertainty looms over possible Nebraska abortion session
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska could be headed to a special session to try to ban abortions now
that the U.S. Supreme Court has given states that power, but it’s unclear whether one will actually
happen or what type of restrictions might win enough support to pass.
Gov. Pete Ricketts was noncommittal Tuesday when asked if he planned to call a special session,
saying repeatedly that he would work with Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers to try to find a
way to ban abortions.
Ricketts, a conservative Republican who vehemently opposes abortion, praised the ruling as “a
victory for the people” and has said he would support a special session to outlaw the procedure in
Nebraska.
“We should always be looking to protect innocent life,” he said.
But it’s unclear whether abortion opponents have enough support in the one-house Legislature to
pass new restrictions. A proposal that would have automatically banned abortions if the Supreme
Court ever allowed it fell two votes short earlier this year of the support it needed to overcome a
filibuster.
Hilgers, a Republican abortion opponent, said in a statement Tuesday that he anticipates a special
session later this summer.
 


Politico: 'It's now up to the states': Republicans move to ban abortion after Roe falls
 
Fifty governors began charting vastly different paths on abortion policy on Friday after the Supreme
Court dismantled the federal constitutional right to abortion and returned decision making power to
the states.
Red state governors and attorneys general moved swiftly to ban access to the procedure and
announced special legislative sessions to restrict abortion in the minutes and hours after the
Supreme Court’s decision. Their blue state counterparts quickly issued executive orders and
announced new policies to protect abortion and prevent abortion-rights opponents from
prosecuting providers and patients for pregnancies terminated legally in their state’s borders.
But those steps are likely just the first as the fight for abortion rights shifts back to the nation’s
statehouses for the first time in nearly half a century. It may take months for the status of abortion
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rights in many states to become clear as lawmakers pass new bills, proponents and opponents of
abortion rights file lawsuits and governors take executive action.
“For 50 years, women have relied on their constitutional right to make their own medical decisions,”
North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper, a Democrat who stands between his state’s Republican-controlled
legislature and an abortion ban, said on Friday. “That means it’s now up to the states to determine
whether women get reproductive health care.”
And abortion policy will remain in the hands of the states for the foreseeable future, unless Congress
enacts federal abortion protections or restrictions.
As of Friday, abortion is illegal in seven states — Alabama, Arkansas, South Dakota, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Missouri and Oklahoma — except where it is required to save the life of the pregnant
person. Abortion is also banned under civil law through a private enforcement mechanism after six
weeks of pregnancy in Texas. The legal status of abortion is unclear in Wisconsin and West Virginia,
where pre-Roe laws remain on the books. Proponents and opponents of abortion rights disagree
about whether those laws are enforceable.
Bans in Idaho and Tennessee will take effect 30 days after the Supreme Court issues its final
judgment in its decision, which hasn’t happened yet.
Some red states rushed to implement their so-called trigger bans on Friday, with Missouri Attorney
General Eric Schmitt, a Republican, announcing he had certified the Supreme Court’s decision
overturning Roe within 20 minutes of the ruling coming down.
“With the Dobbs decision just handed down and a stroke of my pen — Missouri became the first
state to effectively end abortion and has become the most Pro Life state in America,” Schmitt
said on Twitter.
Others, like Mississippi Attorney General Lynn Fitch and North Dakota Attorney General Drew
Wrigley, both Republicans, are evaluating the court’s decision before implementing their trigger
bans.
A spokesperson said Fitch’s office plans to “give the opinion and the analysis contemplated by the
law the thoughtful attention they deserve,” but did not provide a timeline for certification. Wrigley’s
office said he is “evaluating the Dobbs opinion in every detail and will give careful consideration to
its impact on North Dakota’s abortion laws,” a process state law gives him 30 days to complete.
Bans in some red states may take time
Abortion bans in other red states hinge on court and legislative action.
In Indiana, Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb asked the legislature on Friday to take up abortion in a July
6 special session where lawmakers were set to address tax-related issues. Abortion remains legal in
Indiana, though it had long been expected lawmakers would move quickly to ban the procedure if
the Supreme Court overturned Roe.
“The Supreme Court’s decision is clear, and it is now up to the states to address this important
issue,” Holcomb said. “We’ll do that in short order in Indiana.”
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, a Republican, also announced a special session later in the year to
further address abortion rights in the state — even though abortion is already banned. Three other
Republican governors — Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte, West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice and Nebraska
Gov. Pete Ricketts — said they were consulting with legislative leaders on next steps.
Republican elected officials in states where abortion bans have been blocked by federal courts
moved rapidly to allow those laws to go into effect. Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost filed an
injunction to trigger the state’s six-week abortion ban, South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster pledged
to file motions to lift a block on a similar law in his state by the end of the day, , and Alabama Gov.
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Kay Ivey said the state would “immediately” move to ask the court to lift an injunction on the state’s
near-total abortion ban, which a judge did Friday evening.
Two blue cities in red states, meanwhile, began to mount an opposition — a strategy they’re hoping
other jurisdictions will replicate.
St. Louis City Alderwoman Annie Rice, a Democrat, introduced a measure on Friday that will allocate
$1.5 million in federal recovery funds to aid abortion access, including $1 million to organizations
that offer logistical support — including child care, transportation and lodging — to people seeking
abortions, and $500,000 to establish a reproductive equity fund to support providers who offer
pregnancy care.
Mallory Schwarz, executive director of Pro-Choice Missouri, said she anticipates the bill will be voted
on before the Board of Aldermen goes on recess in July.
“This legislation shows the strength of our grassroots movement and the critical importance of state
and local leadership,” Schwarz said. “The people closest to the problem are closest to the solution,
and we hope you will see this as a model for what a national response could and should look like.”
And in Austin, Texas, Council members Chito Vela and Vanessa Fuentes called for a special meeting
of the City Council to take up a proposal to effectively decriminalize abortion in the state.
“We’re really the last line of defense at this point,” Vela said. “The federal government has now
stepped to the side, the state government is aggressively attacking abortion rights, and now we —
even though we’re the lowest level of government and in many ways the weakest level of
government — we’re going to do everything that we can to make sure that whatever is within our
power, we can protect abortion rights and protect women.”
An uncertain future in purple states
Friday’s decision underscored how the future of abortion policy in a handful of purple states rides on
the outcome of the November election.
“This fall, Roe is on the ballot. Personal freedoms are on the ballot. The right to privacy, liberty,
equality, they’re all on the ballot,” President Joe Biden said on Friday.
In Michigan, for example, a state judge temporarily blocked the state’s 1931 pre-Roe ban from
taking effect. The future of abortion in the state depends on myriad factors, including whether
Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer wins reelection and whether Democrats continue to control the
state Supreme Court.
“We need to clarify that under Michigan law, access to abortion is not only legal, but constitutionally
protected,” Whitmer said Friday.
In Kansas, abortion is protected, though voters will have a chance to undo constitutional protections
for abortion during the August primary. If that measure passes, the Republican-controlled legislature
could take up an abortion ban, which Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly would likely veto. Kelly is up for
reelection in November.
In Virginia, Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin told the Washington Post on Friday that he would like to
see lawmakers pursue a 15-week ban on abortion when the legislature meets again in January,
though Senate Democrats are unlikely to advance such a measure to his desk. For now, abortions
are allowed in Virginia until the third trimester.
“We do have, at least in the [state] Senate, enough reproductive rights champions to stop abortion
bills from possibly even seeing the Senate floor,” said Breanna Diaz, policy and legislative counsel at
the ACLU of Virginia. “We will do everything in our power to ensure that Virginia remains a safe
haven for abortion.”
Blue states move to become havens
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West Coast governors on Friday moved to establish their states as sanctuaries for those seeking and
providing the procedure. They issued a “multi-state commitment” to protect patients and providers
from other states’ restrictive laws, block extradition requests from other states and prevent doctors
from being punished by insurers and professional licensing boards.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom, Oregon Gov. Kate Brown and Washington Gov. Jay Inslee — all
Democrats — also pledged to expand access to medication abortion, remove “barriers to telehealth
for reproductive healthcare services” and grow the group of providers qualified to perform
abortions.
In blue Massachusetts, where abortion access is codified into state law, Republican Gov. Charlie
Baker signed an executive order Friday morning declaring that the Bay State will not cooperate with
extradition requests from other states attempting to prosecute abortion patients or providers and
prohibiting state agencies from assisting other state’s investigations.
Democratic legislative leaders in Massachusetts are building money for abortion clinic security and
infrastructure into the state budget, possibly millions of dollars. Ongoing budget negotiations also
include a proposal that would extend the protections Baker put in place Friday and expand access to
emergency contraception.
Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey, a Democrat and the state’s leading contender to
replace Baker when he leaves office in January, also vowed to block other states’ prosecutions.
Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, a Democrat, announced he would be calling the legislature into special
session “in the coming weeks” to take “swift action to further enshrine our commitment to
reproductive health care rights and protections.” Abortion is legal in the state, and the state
Supreme Court has found a right to abortion in the state’s constitution.
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul, in conjunction with the state health department, announced a new
public awareness campaign to let people know that abortion is still legal in the Empire State,
including a website with information about abortion rights, providers, supports and payment options
in New York.
“As long as I am Governor, this State will protect you,” Hochul said.
By Megan Messerly and Lisa Kashinsky
 


Center Square: Colorado among states still allowing abortions after SCOTUS overturns
Roe
 
(The Center Square) – Colorado is among several states that will still allow abortions following the
U.S. Supreme Court's ruling that overturns the landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. 
The court released its 6-3 decision on Friday in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization,
overturning Roe.
"The Constitution does not confer a right to abortion; Roe and Casey are overruled; and the
authority to regulate abortion is returned to the people and their elected representatives," a
syllabus of the ruling said.  
Colorado Democrats passed the Reproductive Health Equity Act during the 2022 legislative session,
which codified a right to abortion in the state, in addition to protecting other reproductive rights. 
Colorado politicians, groups, and religious leaders on Friday responded to the court's decision.
"Because of my administration and Democratic leadership in the legislature, Coloradans don't have
to worry because our rights are still protected today despite the unfortunate reality that the U.S.
Supreme just rolled those freedoms back for millions of Americans in other states," Gov. Jared Polis
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said in a written statement. 
The Colorado Senate Democratic caucus also condemned the decision, saying it "undermines the
integrity of the U.S. Supreme Court, and undercuts decades of legal precedent. By overturning Roe v.
Wade, millions of pregnant Americans will lose the ability to access a safe abortion."
The Women's Foundation of Colorado, a nonprofit that advocates for economic opportunity for
women, said in a post that "access will be denied or severely limited to women in the majority of
states." 
"We can't begin to estimate the impact to gender, racial, and economic equity in a country where
having access to the full range of reproductive information, care, and justice is the exception, not the
rule," the group said.
There are 26 states which are "certain or likely" to ban abortions, with 13 states already having
"trigger laws" on the books that automatically ban the practice, according to the Guttmacher
Institute, a reproductive rights research group.
Wyoming and Utah, which border Colorado, both have trigger bans, according to the group. In
Nebraska, Gov. Pete Ricketts previously said he would call a special legislative session to pass an
abortion ban if the court overturned Roe, CNN reported.
Republicans and some religious leaders praised the court's decision in statements Friday.
House Minority Leader Hugh McKean, R-Loveland, said the ruling "has cleared the way for individual
states to determine their own abortion laws," and criticized Colorado's law as "extreme legislation."
Colorado GOP Chairwoman Kristi Burton Brown said that while the decision is "an amazing step
towards equal protection for every child," a conversation is needed about supporting families. 
"I hope this decision leads to a real conversation – between people on all sides – about how we as a
country can best work together to further support our children, mothers, and families," she said. 
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, head of the Archdiocese of Denver, called Roe v. Wade "a dark cloud
over our country and has played a role in tens of millions of pre-born babies dying." 
"This is a remarkable moment, and I want to personally thank everyone who has fervently prayed
and worked that we might see this day," Aquila said, acknowledging that "the work continues." 
"While precious lives will no doubt be saved because of this decision, in states like ours, the abortion
industry and many lawmakers are increasing their efforts to promote Colorado as an 'abortion
destination,'" he said.
By Derek Draplin
 


OWH: Pair of Nebraska state senators set to square off in special election for Congress
 
Voters in Nebraska’s 1st District on Tuesday will decide who will represent them in the U.S. House of
Representatives for the next six months in what will be one of the earliest electoral contests
following the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling on abortion Friday.
Though the race between State Sens. Mike Flood of Norfolk and Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln will
not be the only such contest — at least five states will hold primary elections Tuesday — it could be
one of the most immediately consequential.
The winner will be sworn in as the state’s newest representative in Congress and leave an opening in
the Nebraska Legislature, which could be called into a special session this summer to take up
abortion restrictions.
Both Flood and Pansing Brooks told The World-Herald that they are working hard to win Tuesday,
but both also acknowledged the challenges of reaching and motivating voters for an admittedly
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unusual election.
The whole reason for the race stems from the resignation of former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, a nine-
term Republican congressman from Lincoln. Fortenberry stepped down earlier this year after he was
convicted of three felonies in a case that originated from illegal campaign contributions. He is
scheduled for sentencing Tuesday, the same day his former constituents will pick a replacement to
serve out the remainder of his term, which ends in early January.
Flood, a Republican, and Pansing Brooks, a Democrat, are squaring off in the special election
because they were selected by the leadership of their respective parties. Separate of those
decisions, the two also won their party primary races on May 10, meaning Flood and Pansing Brooks
will face each other again in the November general election to decide who will serve in the House for
the next two years.
“There’s a lot of people who just don’t know about it,” Flood said.
Said Pansing Brooks, “There’s no question that we find people who say, ‘oh my gosh there’s an
election on Tuesday?’”
Nebraska has not had a special election for Congress since 1951, according to election officials.
Given the lack of historical examples to go off of, Lancaster County Election Commissioner Dave
Shively refrained from making predictions on turnout.
The county had about 35,000 requests for early ballots and, as of Friday morning, about 75% of
those had been returned, according to Shively. The county has 200,491 total registered voters, with
Republicans holding an edge over Democrats, 80,236 to 69,713 as of June 1, according to the
Secretary of State’s Office.
Lancaster County accounts for much of the population in the 1st District, which includes all or parts
of 12 counties in eastern Nebraska. It also covers parts of Sarpy County, including Bellevue, Offutt Air
Force Base, La Vista and most of Papillion.
Like Shively, Sarpy County Election Commissioner Emily Ethington also held off from a prediction on
turnout, noting the unique circumstances of the race.
Within the portion of Sarpy County that falls in the 1st District, there were 3,559 requests for early
ballots and, as of Friday, 2,291 of those early ballots had been returned, according to Ethington.
A total of 90,625 registered voters in Sarpy County live within the 1st District. Of those, 37,729 are
registered Republicans and 25,441 are registered Democrats.
“Since this election is unique in a number of ways — only Congressional District 1 voters are eligible
to vote in this election, this election will fill a vacancy in Congress, and we just had the primary
election — it is hard to predict turnout,” she wrote in an email.
Whether and, if so, to what degree abortion could factor into Tuesday’s race remains a difficult
question. But Friday’s Supreme Court decision, which effectively sends the issue of regulating
abortion back to the states, won’t bring any unregistered potential voters off the sidelines — the
voter registration deadline had already passed by Friday.
Flood, an attorney who owns a broadcast media and consulting business called Flood
Communications, said he was pleased by the court’s decision, saying it “righted a wrong” that
occurred with Roe v. Wade.
As a former speaker of the Legislature, Flood helped lead passage of Nebraska’s current abortion
law, which bans abortion after 20 weeks post fertilization. He describes himself as “pro-life.”
In the hours after Friday’s ruling, Flood said Nebraskans need to begin conversations on both how
the state should regulate abortion and how it should “build a culture of life.” That includes
discussions on how to provide prenatal care for low-income women and resources for those facing







an unwanted pregnancy, both before and after birth.
“A lot of people are looking at today’s decision as a black or white result. And it’s really just the
beginning of a new conversation that we have to have everywhere in Nebraska,” he said.
Pansing Brooks, an attorney who co-founded her own law firm with her husband, said she was
angered and shocked by the ruling despite the fact it had been largely expected due to a leaked draft
opinion.
“I cannot believe that now my daughter does not have the same rights that I had growing up, the
same protections to bodily autonomy and to be able to make decisions about her own body,”
Pansing Brooks said.
News events in recent months have changed conversations with voters in the district, she said. For
most of this year, inflation dominated those discussions, Pansing Brooks said. While it remains a
pressing issue, the leaked draft Supreme Court opinion elevated abortion to a top-of-mind issue. A
wave of deadly mass shootings did the same thing for action to combat gun violence, she said.
Pansing Brooks has campaigned on her ability and willingness to work across the political aisle. She
was once a Republican but said she became a Democrat as the GOP moved further to the right on
social issues. She describes herself as a fiscally conservative Democrat.
“I intend to work across the aisle and find people of goodwill and work to heal this country to find
consensus,” she said. “No one party has all the answers.”
Flood has staked his campaign on being a check on Democrats in Washington, who he said are
responsible for rampant inflation.
“I’ve heard it from everybody and there’s a real sentiment among people in the 1st District that want
an end to the Biden-Pelosi agenda, and that’s on the table Tuesday,” Flood said.
Both lawmakers tout their experience in the Legislature. Flood, who was elected to a third term in
2020 after taking a break for a few years, became Nebraska’s longest-serving speaker of the
Legislature during his first two terms in the body.
Pansing Brooks is nearing the end of her second four-year term in the Legislature. She is barred by
term limits from seeking reelection.
Whoever wins Tuesday will be leaving the Legislature early, which could impact abortion policy in
Nebraska. Gov. Pete Ricketts said Friday that he would discuss with the current speaker of the
Legislature the possibility of calling a special session this summer to consider abortion restrictions.
Earlier this year, Flood supported a bill that would have banned abortion upon the overturning of
Roe v. Wade. Pansing Brooks opposed the bill, which died after an attempt to end a filibuster failed
by two votes.
Ricketts, an abortion opponent, will have the ability to appoint a replacement for the winner of
Tuesday’s special election.
The polls close at 8 p.m. Tuesday.
By Ryan Hoffman
 


Kearney Hub: 50 years at Fort Kearny, Gene Hunt is 'having too much fun' to retire
 
KEARNEY — Gene Hunt, superintendent of Fort Kearny State Park, grinned as he sat at a picnic table
at Fort Kearny State Historical Park Tuesday morning. "I'm just a Nebraska farm kid," he said.
Smiles and small talk come easily for Hunt. For the last 50 years, he has overseen Fort Kearny State
Historical Park and the Fort Kearny State Recreation Area. He has hired and managed employees,
welcomed volunteers and park visitors, managed the campground and cared for trees and







wildflowers. He has seen floods, fires, a solar eclipse and COVID-19, too. He's received local and
statewide awards, including one from Gov. Pete Ricketts earlier this year.
As he begins his 51st year with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Hunt said his days aren't
much different from those of his childhood on a farm near Arcadia. "This job is taking care of trees,
grass and flowers, basically everything I've done my whole life," he said. "I've had a love of the
outdoors from day one."
Retirement flits into his mind now and then like a butterfly, but Hunt, 73, lets it go. He's having too
much fun.
A LIFETIME OUTDOORS
A graduate of Arcadia High School and Kearney State College (now the University of Nebraska at
Kearney), Hunt began his NGPC career at what was then Windmill State Wayside Area, now Windmill
State Recreation Area.
He'd been hunting and fishing since he was small, so when his father insisted that he and his brother
Darwin go to college, he decided to become a biologist.
"After UNK, I was seriously looking at graduate school. I wasn't sure whether to study big game,
small game, fish, whatever. But after I started at Windmill, I realized this job was just glorified
farming. I was a farm kid, and I still am," he said.
He scrapped plans for graduate school and stayed at Windmill as a temporary park worker briefly
until hired as the assistant superintedent at Fort Kearny in 1972. He's been there ever since.
CAMPING FRIENDS
Superintendent at Fort Kearny since 1982, Hunt said his job hasn't changed much in the last 50
years, but the way people use the outdoors has.
"At one time when people went camping, they had a campfire. They cooked over the campfire. They
had a small tent and maybe a small trailer," he said. "Now they have a larger camping unit. The side
opens up and the kitchen is there. Today, an RV drives in, parks, plugs in and pulls out a satellite dish
so they can watch TV."
Since 1972, crowds have changed at Fort Kearny, too. "It used to be young families bringing their
kids out. Then, with newer and bigger RVs, it was Grandma and Grandpa with the grandkids. Now, I
see a real trend back to young families. They want to start getting kids outdoors because if they
don't, they realize kids will just be on their phones all the time," he said.
As always, campers still enjoy walking, bicycling and bird-watching. "People just enjoy sitting next to
the campsite and visiting with other campers. They create their own little community," he said. "One
of the silver linings of COVID was getting families to do more together and getting outdoors."
VOLUNTEERS, BOY SCOUTS
He carried 50 years of memories, like when the lake at Fort Kearny was a county pit for sand and
gravel and authorities used dynamite to create the beach. "Water came back up over the highway,"
he said.
He remembered when teenagers from the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center removed
railroad ties and built the stockade at Fort Kearny between 1961-62.
Normally, he has a staff of eight, but due to post-COVID-19 labor shortages, he currently has just five
employees, so he depends heavily on volunteers. He is grateful for all of them, too.
That includes Caroline Bennett, a retiree and valuable part-time employee who first worked at Fort
Kearny as a teenager. "Teenagers along Highway 150 usually worked at the fort instead of going into
Kearney for summer jobs. Their parents preferred that," she said.
With twinkling eyes, he referred affectionately to two retired schoolteachers, "the bag ladies," who







walk around the Fort Kearny campground and trails several times a week to pick up trash and tree
limbs.
"People like that have been around for so many years," he said.
Boy Scouts, Eagle Scouts and others have done trail work, built picnic shelters and more. Historical
re-enactors have kept the park's Living History program going for 30 years. They fire cannons on
holiday weekends in the summer, set up Civil War-era camps and do demonstrations in the Fort
Kearny blacksmith shop.
Pony Express re-enactors stop for breakfast in early June. Hunt holds a Dutch Oven cooking
demonstration every March during sandhill crane season. He leads hikes the first Saturday of each
month at sites like Mormon Island, Fort Kearny and Windmill state recreation areas.
Another walk will take place at 10 a.m. July 4. That's been a tradition since 1970.
THE COWBOY WAY
He's also excited about a program, Living the Cowboy Way, with Miss V and cowboys, blacksmith
and storytellers ("all old friends") at Fort Kearny State Historical Park 2-4 p.m. Tuesday.
They will include old college friend, Dan Melton, whose great-grandfather homesteaded on Red
Willow southwest of Dickens, and Miss V, who will sing and tell stories about living a pioneer lifestyle
in Wyoming for 14 years.
Also on hand will be Lyle Henderson, owner of the Platte Valley Saddle Shop, a business begun by his
father Elmus in 1942. Henderson worked as a cowboy in Idaho, then returned to Nebraska and ran
5,000 cattle on the Crane Trust island at Grand Island, and at the Taylor Ranch. "There were no
fences," Hunt said.
Bob Lamberson, 80, will be there, too, He grew up in the Palmer area. "I told him to bring his favorite
cowboy hat, but he said he just gave it away," Hunt said. "Then he said, 'I still have 17 hanging on the
rack.'"
The free program will include a campfire and s'mores, and kids will be able to brand their name into
a white piece of bread. They can enjoy root beer, lemonade and water, too.
'TOO MUCH FUN'
Hunt can get downright giddy about Fort Kearny State Historical Park. He said the UNK history
department has taken "a huge interest" in its history and is digitizing its historical records.
The fort was open 1848-71 to protect pioneers on the Oregon and California trails, and many area
homesteaders worked there, he said.
Hunt praised the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, whose members have ranged from
successful businessmen to ranchers and farmers "who are dedicated to developing and protecting
the state's natural resources."
He and his wife Nellie, a retired registered nurse, were high school sweethearts who have been
married more than 50 years. A licensed cosmetologist, she had worked to put him through college.
They have two adult daughters. Crystal is an attorney who lives at Nellie's family homestead
"constantly fixing things like fences and repairing buildings," Hunt said. Dori Lee is a graduate of the
University of Nebraska at Kearney and a dermatologist in Hickory, N.C.
Hunt admitted he's slowing down a bit, but as for retirement, he shook his head, then flashed his
engaging smile. "I'm having too much fun," he said.
By Mary Jane Skala
 


Fremont Tribune: Citizens for Voter ID plan town hall event in Fremont
 







Citizens for Voter ID will be having a series of town halls across Nebraska featuring Gov. Pete
Ricketts.
A town hall is planned in Fremont at 10 a.m. Tuesday, June 28, at LA Fire Proof Door Co., 325 N.
Main St.
Voter ID petitions will be available to sign at each event. The governor and Citizens for Voter ID will
make remarks before taking questions. This event is open to the public.
Any questions regarding the event should be directed to Citizens for Voter ID at 402-470-1187.
By Tammy Greunke
 


AP: Iowa doors swing open for Republicans eyeing White House run
 
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (AP) — The polls were closed in Iowa for less than 48 hours when South
Carolina Sen. Tim Scott was shaking hands and posing for pictures with eastern Iowa Republicans at
a Cedar Rapids country club last week.
Scott, one of the many Republicans testing their presidential ambitions, hardly has the state to
himself.
At least a half-dozen GOP presidential prospects are planning Iowa visits this summer, forays that are
advertised as promoting candidates and the state Republican organization ahead of the fall midterm
elections. But in reality, the trips are about building relationships and learning the political
geography in the state scheduled to launch the campaign for the party’s 2024 nomination.
While potential presidential candidates have dipped into Iowa for more than a year, the next round
of visits marks a new phase of the ritual. With Iowa’s June 7 primary out of the way, Republicans
eyeing the White House can step up their travel and not worry about stepping into the state’s
intraparty rivalries.
“Now that it’s done, it’s full-bore,” state GOP Chairman Jeff Kauffman said. “It’s unfettered.”
Beyond Scott, former United Nations Ambassador Nikki Haley is expected to visit late this month,
and plans to campaign with as many Iowa congressional Republican candidates as she can in a little
more than two days.
Haley, who is also the former governor of South Carolina, another early-voting state in the
presidential calendar, plans to begin her trip in eastern Iowa on June 29 with first-term Rep.
Mariannette Miller-Meeks. She’ll also headline a state GOP fundraiser in Dubuque.
Working from the Mississippi Valley westward, she plans to keynote a fundraiser for Gov. Kim
Reynolds. Haley will also campaign with Zach Nunn, chosen to face two-term Democratic Rep. Cindy
Axne, who is among the most vulnerable House members this year. Haley’s still-fluid schedule also
includes attending Rep. Randy Feenstra’s annual fundraiser in GOP-heavy western Iowa.
Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton, who visited several times in 2021, is expected the first week in July to
speak at the county GOP dinner in Story County in central Iowa.
Former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who has visited Iowa more often than any GOP prospect, is
working out details for a late summer return, aides said, likely timed to the Iowa State Fair in August,
a storied draw for would-be candidates.
Pompeo did endorse Nunn before the primary, a nod to their shared military experience, Pompeo
aides said.
The plans also come in light of the Republican National Committee’s unanimous decision in April to
open the 2024 presidential selection sequence in Iowa, a question still hanging over Iowa
Democrats.
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In 2020, a smartphone app designed to calculate and report the Democratic caucuses results failed,
prompting a telephone backlog that prevented the party from reporting final results for nearly a
week after the Feb. 3 contest. The Associated Press announced it was unable to declare a winner
after irregularities and inconsistencies marred the results.
Stripped of their automatic special status in April, Iowa Democrats are trying to salvage their leadoff
spot with a plan to allow early participation by mail and streamline the sometimes time-consuming
process.
With Joe Biden in the White House, Democrats with White House ambitions have largely kept their
distance from Iowa.
Sen. Bernie Sanders, the Vermont independent who won the 2016 caucuses and was the final
candidate to drop from the 2020 Democratic contest, was in southeastern Iowa Friday to rally
support for United Auto Workers striking at a CNH agricultural machinery plant. Sanders’ plans,
which also included a stop in southeastern Wisconsin, sparked questions about whether the 80-year-
old has a third White House bid in mind. He has said he wouldn’t challenge Biden if the president
sought reelection, and Sanders advisers said there had been no stated changes in his plans.
On the GOP side, Scott’s return was not only timely. It reflected the dual aims of these early
appearances, part introduction and part demonstration of support for the local party.
The 56-year-old sketched his childhood as one influenced by grandparents who helped raise him. Of
his grandfather, Scott said, “For a guy who picked cotton in the 1920s, he lived long enough to watch
me pick out a seat in the United States Congress.”
Sprinkled with lighthearted contrasts of his Southern home and Midwestern hosts, Scott also wasted
no time noting he had contributed money from his campaign fundraising account to Iowa
Republican candidates, including targeted eastern Iowa GOP House freshmen members Miller-
Meeks and Ashley Hinson.
“It’s going to take us all pulling together,” he told a table of about 10 eating barbecue sandwiches, as
he worked the dining room before the event.
Even before Scott’s arrival, former Vice President Mike Pence was on the phone that day to
Chairman Kauffman and Steve Scheffler, Iowa’s Republican National Committeeman, to talk about
the primaries and the summer ahead, they said.
Pence was planning a summer trip to Iowa, though the date was not yet confirmed, a senior aide to
the former vice president said.
Notably missing from the Iowa travel schedule is Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, among the most often
mentioned rising national Republican figures in conversations with Iowa party activists this year.
DeSantis’ priority is running for reelection this year, aides said.
“I love DeSantis,” said Emma Aquino-Nemecek, a Linn County Republican Central Committee
member who attended the Tim Scott event. “Can you imagine if he comes? He would pack the
place.”
DeSantis got within shouting distance of Iowa in September, when he helped headline a fundraiser
for Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, but he did not cross the Missouri River to touch Iowa soil.
Even more notably missing from the summer schedule so far is former President Donald Trump, who
staged a massive rally in Des Moines last year at the Iowa state fairgrounds, and has endorsed
several Iowa Republicans.
Kauffman said he had not heard from Trump’s team. Likewise, Iowa operatives for Trump did not
return messages.
Still, Trump sent signals to Iowa Republicans by paying for print ads in the program circulated at the
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Iowa Republican Party’s state convention Saturday, as did Scott, Pompeo and Florida Sen. Rick Scott.
Scheffler said non-Trump Republicans may feel emboldened in light of Georgia Republicans’
resounding rejection in last month’s primary elections of the former president’s endorsed candidate
for governor.
Gov. Brian Kemp won the GOP primary comfortably over David Perdue, whom the former president
endorsed after Trump narrowly lost Georgia in the 2020 presidential election, claiming without
evidence the results were invalid due to rampant voter fraud.
The speed bump for Trump’s influence in the primary elections could signal to other 2024 prospects
that the former president is not invincible, Scheffler said.
“If Trump keeps making these endorsements and they go south, like he did in Georgia, who knows?”
Scheffler said.
By Thomas Beaumont
 


NP Telegraph: Gothenburg earns recertification in economic program
 
LINCOLN — The city of Gothenburg has earned recognition from the State of Nebraska for ongoing
developments in the community’s manufacturing and housing industries. Lt. Gov. Mike Foley and the
Nebraska Department of Economic Development have announced the city’s recertification in
Nebraska’s Economic Development Certified Community program. DED Business Development
Consultant Ashley Rice-Gerlach joined Lt. Gov. Foley to honor local leaders during a special
presentation on Wednesday, according to a press release.
Gothenburg is one of 40 Nebraska communities to earn EDCC status in the program, sponsored by
the Nebraska Diplomats and administered by DED. State officials established the EDCC program in
2005 to recognize communities for preparedness to attract new industries and grow existing
businesses. As part of the certification process, qualifying communities must identify a well-defined
program that actively engages with their existing business community to offer a supportive
environment for economic development. This includes documenting available sites and buildings,
supporting local financing and incentive programs and initiating strategic planning. The city of
Gothenburg received its first EDCC certification in 2007 and earned recertifications in 2010, 2016
and 2021.
Over the past five years, Gothenburg leaders have expanded their community’s strong relationships
with the State of Nebraska and DED, the Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and West Central
Nebraska Development District. Dawson Area Development, Gothenburg Improvement Company
and city officials work together to promote housing and industrial development and attract new
businesses, which have resulted in successful economic projects assisted through regional and state
partnerships.
The community welcomed the expansion of Iowa-based Curbtender Inc. in 2019, which established
the garbage truck compacter manufacturer’s first Nebraska location. The company purchased the
former Baldwin Filters building following GIC’s acquisition of the property and complements
Gothenburg’s strong manufacturing presence established by Parker Hannifin, Wearparts,
Gothenburg Feed Products and Dayton Phoenix.
Officials from the Cities of Gothenburg and Cozad, GIC and DAD have worked extensively to create
housing development opportunities through successful partnerships with NIFA and the State of
Nebraska. Leadership from both cities resulted in an $850,000 award from the state’s Rural
Workforce Housing Fund to build single and family owner-occupied homes and rental housing units.
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The city and NIFA played essential roles in establishing RWHF assistance by contributing matching
funds.
Four new RWHF homes were recently completed in Gothenburg’s Crossing Second Subdivision,
which is one of two subdivisions established by the City’s approval of $1.4 million in Tax Increment
Financing.
DAD remains highly focused on job retention efforts in Dawson County. DAD recently utilized CARES
Act funding via WCNDD for customized employee training. Local business owners were offered a
variety of course options to share with employees, including marketing skills, customer service and
logic control training. DAD consistently prioritizes student engagement with local business leaders by
hosting annual career fairs and mini-industry tours. In 2021, Dawson Public Power District shared its
mobile STEM lab with students in the county’s school districts.
In 2019, the National Civic League recognized the City of Gothenburg as one of 10 All-American
Cities for local leaders’ work in inclusive civic engagement. Gothenburg represented the smallest
community in the annual group of award winners and emphasized the community’s “All Means All”
philosophy, which encourages the City’s emphasis on stakeholder engagement for local
development.
Community collaboration played an important role in the development of Gothenburg Health’s
$29.5 million facility. The YMCA building includes a high school regulation-size gym, four-lane
swimming pool, second floor walking track and educational space.
For more information, call Ashley Rice-Gerlach at 308-655-0919 or ashley.gerlach@nebraska.gov, or
go to opportunity.nebraska.gov/programs/community/edcc.
 


OWH: Game and Parks' solution for elk problems stirs up Nebraska hunters
 
Hundreds of Nebraska hunters are irate about a new elk season that could result in the harvest of
fewer than 20 animals.
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission Director Tim McCoy signed a special depredation order for a
season July 1-31 on private land in specific parts of Lincoln, Perkins, Keith, Deuel and Garden
Counties.
The order allows hunters to kill as many animals as possible in the area to relieve problems
landowners are having with elk destroying their crops. It’s believed to be only 25 to 30 of the
massive animals.
It’s the latest attempt by Game and Parks to control foraging elk that one farmer estimates are
causing about $1,000 in damage per acre in some areas of his land, which sits between Paxton and
Roscoe on the Perkins-Keith County line.
“We do have a problem with the elk,” the farmer said. “I’m glad the Game and Parks are doing
something about it.”
He declined to share his name because he, like many landowners in the area, is being inundated with
calls about hunting on his property. Interested parties are strongly encouraged to secure a place to
hunt before they can apply for one of the $20 special resident permits.
Wildlife division administrator Alicia Hardin said Game and Parks has tried to match up hunters with
willing landowners during the regular seasons and even issued damage control permits, but it hasn’t
gotten the job done.
In 2021, a total of 105 regular season permits were available in the unit where the land is located,
which is more than double the total of 51 that were issued in 2019. On the land designated for the
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2022 special depredation season, only 17 animals were harvested over the past three years during
the regular elk season; the land takes up 873 square miles of the 23,769-square-mile unit.
After public meetings and ongoing discussions with the farmers and ranchers affected, biologists,
game wardens and other officials decided to try a special season before crops in the area become
taller. Once they do so, the animals are almost impossible to find.
“For the most part, they become ghosts,” Hardin said. “What we’ve found is the corn provides an
oasis. Once they get in there, it’s hard to get them back out. We want to keep them from going in
there. Elk tend to respond quickly when they have a little bit of pressure.”
She said with this special season, hunters can be part of the solution. However, the decision has
caused a firestorm.
Issues brought up by hunters in calls to Game and Parks and on social media include young calves
being left orphaned, landowners charging for permits, offering permits to out-of-state residents and
the possible waste of the meat, which could go bad quickly with hot July temperatures. The agency
has posted responses to many of these concerns on their
website: outdoornebraska.gov/depredation.
It’s that opportunity to feed his family that has Kenesaw hunter Noah Young excited about getting a
chance at an elk, an opportunity he’s wanted for years. With some areas offering only 10 elk tags a
year, it’s been an almost impossible dream.
“I’m not a trophy hunter,” he said. “For $20, to be able to harvest an animal of that size is going to
save a lot of money. I want to be able to help out the ranchers there who are having problems as
well.”
T.J. Harding, the owner of the Minnow Bucket in North Platte who runs the Western Nebraska Big
Game Hunting page on Facebook, said most people he’s talked to have also been waiting years to
get an elk tag. Because of that, they don’t like that this special hunt has been opened up to
nonresidents.
“I think that is what gets under most people’s skins,” he said. “The last couple of days it’s definitely
been the hot topic.”
Harding said it’s tough to come up with a perfect solution. He said most Nebraskans are ethical
hunters, but there is no guarantee with those coming in from out of state. He’s hoping Game and
Parks has adequate law enforcement in the area for the hunt so people aren’t just killing the animals
and leaving the carcass to rot. Game and Parks says that is not common and against the law.
He’s waiting to see what happens with permits before he decides to apply for one. It will be
interesting to see how the first few weeks plays out, he says.
“Once that corn gets 4- to 5-feet high it’s going to be a tough hunt,” he said. “It’s not going to be a
slam dunk by any means.”
The farmer said he’s also seen a lot of social media posts about landowners like him becoming rich
off the hunt. But he said he and the neighbors he’s talked with are not charging people to hunt on
their properties. Hardin said there are no rules saying they can’t charge for access, but the six
landowners with the worse elk issues have said they don’t plan to do so.
The farmer said he’s gotten so many calls that he’s asked Game and Parks to remove his name from
a list of landowners who are allowing people to hunt on their property.
“I’ve gotten more calls in the last two days than I’ve gotten the last five years. I could have a
different person hunt every day for a month,” he said. “We’ve always let people hunt. It’s free of
charge as long as they are ethical hunters.”
He said he’s turned down some hunters who aren’t prepared to handle the demands of cleaning a
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dead elk in high temperatures and safely transporting the meat. He’s seen only 18 elk so far this
year.
Harding said there are an estimated 2,500 to 3,000 elk in Nebraska, so harvesting the elk that have
been causing problems in that part of the state won’t be a big impact.
The farmer said elk cause more damage than deer because they take a different path every day. The
large animals can destroy parts of two or three rows of corn or beans every time they cross a field.
“These elk have no known natural predators, so nothing is going to reduce the population outside of
hunters,” he said.
He said he doesn’t know if the special season is the perfect approach but it’s a step one after years
of problems caused by the animals.
“We just want something done about what is going on,” he said.
By Marjie Ducey
 


OWH: Omaha-area nonprofits to receive millions in grant funding
 
Nearly two dozen nonprofits in Douglas and Sarpy Counties are slated to receive grants totaling
millions of dollars, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development announced Friday.
A total of $115 million in grant funding was set aside for Nebraska nonprofits with shovel-ready
projects that were delayed by the pandemic. Seventy-six of the 125 organizations that applied for
funding were approved, with awards ranging from $6,000 to renovate a community playhouse in
York to more than $12.5 million for a sports complex in Columbus.
Just over $47 million of the total will be distributed to 23 nonprofits in Douglas and Sarpy Counties.
The money will help fund projects from restoration of the ceiling in the Durham Museum’s Omaha
Union Station to a multimillion-dollar outdoor athletics space at Marian High School.
This funding comes via the Shovel-Ready Capital Recovery and Investment Act, a bill passed last year
by Nebraska lawmakers aimed at helping nonprofits complete capital construction projects that
were put on hold after the pandemic hit. The grant application was open to organizations with a
focus on arts, culture and humanities and to nonprofits operating sports complexes.
Legislators approved using $100 million in federal American Rescue Plan Act dollars and $15 million
from the state’s general fund to support the shovel-ready projects. Nonprofits also had to match the
grants with at least an equal amount of privately raised dollars.
Grant recipients in Douglas and Sarpy Counties include:
Douglas County
Omaha Zoological Foundation: $3.8 million to build an Alaska exhibition at the Henry Doorly Zoo &
Aquarium.
Joslyn Art Museum: $3.8 million for museum expansion.
Omaha Performing Arts: $3.8 million to establish a center for arts engagement.
Kaneko: $3.8 million.
Elkhorn Athletic Association: $3.8 million.
Metropolitan Entertainment and Convention Authority: $3.6 million to establish traffic safety
barriers.
Marian High School: $3 million for an outdoor athletic project.
El Museo Latino: $2.1 million for “Elevating the Tradition” project.
Lauritzen Gardens: $2 million to develop a “play and grow” area for children.
The Union for Contemporary Art: $1.8 million.
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Nebraska Center for Workforce Development and Education: $1.5 million.
The Collective for Hope: $1.4 million for education and support programming.
Nebraska Wildlife Rehab: $1 million for a new rehabilitation center.
The Durham Museum: $625,000 for restoration of art deco ceiling in Union Station.
inCOMMON Community Development: $486,800.
Bennington Soccer Club: $437,700 for development of Neumeyer Park Sports Complex.
Holy Name Men’s Club: $350,000 for fieldhouse renovations.
Benson Theatre: $276,000 for renovations and restoration.
Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts: $250,000.
Omaha Children’s Museum: $80,000 for projects delayed by COVID.
Sarpy County
Nebraska Multi-Sport Complex: $12.6 million for development of sports complex in La Vista.
Nebraska Vietnam Veterans Memorial Association: $1.2 million.
Sarpy County YMCA: $250,000 for construction and renovations.
By Molly Ashford
 


LJS: Lincoln area groups getting grants for capital projects
 
Several local organizations are getting millions of dollars in grants to help them fund capital projects
as part of the Shovel-Ready Capital Recovery and Investment Act.
The Nebraska Department of Economic Development on Friday announced 76 recipients of the $115
million in funds that were authorized last year by the Legislature.
"The State of Nebraska and our department are privileged to support so many impactful
organizations whose work is serving to build and enhance our communities, improve lives and
further economic prosperity,” said Anthony Goins, director of the Department of Economic
Development.
Most of the money for the program, $100 million, comes from the federal American Rescue Plan
Act. The other $15 million comes from the state's general fund.
Among the recipients was the Columbus Community Hospital, which received $12.7 million for its
project to build a fieldhouse with sports courts and space for physical and rehabilitation services. A
similar-sized grant went to the Nebraska Multisports Complex in La Vista, which will include outdoor
fields and a fieldhouse for indoor activities.
Among the Lancaster County organizations that received money were:
* The Nebraska Communities Playhouse in Hickman: $1.5 million.
* Star City Optimist Youth Foundation: $1.255 million.
* Lincoln Children's Zoo: $1.1 million.
* Mourning Hope Grief Center: $768,800.
* Lincoln Sports Foundation: $759,000.
* Malcolm Youth Sports Association: $363,900.
* Nebraska Statewide Arboretum: $66,000.
* Lincoln Community Playhouse: $38,000.
A number of other organizations in Southeast Nebraska also received funding:
* Seward Changing the Game: $5 million.
* Beatrice YMCA: $5 million.
* Bone Creek Museum of Agrarian Art in David City: $673,200.







* Nebraska City Veteran's Memorial Building Project: $608,300.
* Blue River Arts Council in Crete: $333,100.
* Historic Resources Group in Friend: $300,000.
* Community Players in Beatrice: $96,700.
By Matt Olberding
 


Nebraska Examiner: State doles out $115 million in “shovel ready” grants to 76 Nebraska
nonprofits
 
LINCOLN — A total of 76 nonprofit organizations  have been awarded portions of the
unprecedented, $115 million in “shovel ready” grants by the Nebraska Department of Economic
Development.
The grants, designed to help projects held up by the COVID-19 pandemic, were made public
Thursday by the department, which reviewed about $335 million in grant applications by 125
groups, ranging from art museums and music venues to youth sports complexes and wildlife centers.
The two largest grants, $12.7 million each, were awarded to the Nebraska Multisports Complex in La
Vista, a multi-field facility for regional youth sports tournaments, and the Columbus Community
Hospital’s Fieldhouse Sports Complex.
Two YMCAs, one in Hastings and one in Beatrice, received $5 million each, as did a wellness center
project in Seward. Other notable grants went to the Kearney YMCA ($4.5 million), “The Gardens”
project at Yanney Park in Kearney ($4.2 million) and Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Josyln Art
Museum ($3.8 million each).
The Yorkshire Playhouse in York received the smallest grant, $6,000, followed by $30,000 granted to
the Terry and Hazeldeane Carpenter Intergenerational Center in Terrytown and $37,000 for the
Fremont Area Art Association.
This year, the Nebraska Legislature earmarked $100 million of its allocation of $1 billion in federal
funds from the American Rescue Plan Act for qualifying nonprofit groups whose planned museums,
sports complexes and other projects linked to arts, recreation and the humanities were interrupted
by the pandemic.
The $100 million in ARPA funds was on top of $15 million in state funds approved in 2021 in
Legislative Bill 566, the Shovel-Ready Capital Recovery and Investment Act. That bill was sponsored
by State Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha.
It was an unprecedented windfall of funds for nonprofit organizations that typically rely on
donations and private grants to complete expansion or construction projects.
McDonnell said Thursday that the DED, which made the final funding decisions, did a good job of
following the legislative intent, which was to distribute the funds evenly among the state’s three
congressional districts, and to prioritize grant applications of $5 million or less.
“I know Tony Goins (the DED director), and the staff over there, was trying to be as logical and fair to
everyone,” the senator said.
Nonprofits were required to have raised private funds to match the ARPA request, dollar for dollar.
The bill also requires construction to begin by June 30 and to demonstrate that the pandemic hurt
their fund-raising effort.
McDonnell said about 11% of the state’s workforce is employed by a nonprofit corporation, so
granting them funds will have a broad impact on construction and the state’s economy.
“The idea is trying to get some of these projects up and moving and helping the economy,” he said.







It was designed as a public-private partnership, with the state providing “the last dollars in,”
according to McDonnell.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Nebraska Supreme Court denies appeal of death row inmate
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The Nebraska Supreme Court on Friday denied the postconviction appeal of a
death row inmate who said his defense attorney was so inept that his right to a fair trial had been
compromised.
Roy Ellis Jr., 68, was convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced to death for the 2005 killing of
12-year-old Amber Harris. Amber’s remains were found buried in an Omaha park six months after
she went missing from an Omaha school bus stop.
An autopsy showed she died of blunt-force trauma, and DNA on the girl’s book bag, which was found
near Ellis’ home, connected him to the crime. At the time, Ellis was a registered sex offender who
had raped children and had been categorized by authorities as most likely to re-offend.
Prosecutors presented evidence indicating Harris had likely sexually assaulted the girl before killing
her and had Ellis’ former stepdaughters testify at his 2008 murder trial that he repeatedly raped
them when they were ages 14 and 12 and had fathered a child with each of them. In his direct
appeal, the state Supreme Court rejected Ellis’ argument that the former stepdaughters’ testimony
should not have been allowed.
In its ruling Friday, the state’s high court said Ellis’ argument that his trial lawyer failed to effectively
challenge prosecutors’ DNA evidence during his trial was without merit.
 


LJS: Man sentenced for sexually assaulting a child dies in prison
 
An inmate died on Saturday in Lincoln at the Nebraska State Penitentiary.
Clyde Hicks, 91, had been serving a 15- to 20-year sentence for first-degree sexual assault of a child
out of Hall County.
Officials from the Nebraska Correctional Services said Hicks began his sentence on Sept. 15, 2016.
The cause of death has not been determined. As is the case whenever someone in law enforcement
custody dies, a grand jury will conduct an investigation.
As is the case whenever an inmate dies in the custody of the Nebraska Department of Correctional
Services, a grand jury will conduct an investigation. 
By Evelyn Mejia
 


LJS: Don Walton: Brewer in Ukraine; Supreme Court decision on abortion stirs storm
 
Here we go!  Here we go!
Sen. Tom Brewer arrives in Ukraine, eastern Nebraskans prepare to elect a congressman or
congresswoman in the unusual month of June, the Legislature eyes the possibility of a special
session for the second year in a row. 
And the country absorbs a U.S. Supreme Court decision reversing its earlier guarantee of abortion
rights, a ruling following right on the heels of a decision strengthening handgun-carrying rights in a
nation in which civilians own more than 81 million guns. 
The pot is boiling. 
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Some people are celebrating the Supreme Court decision; some people are mourning.
But, whether you're pro-life or pro-choice, a disturbing aspect of the decision was the apparent
deception of the two newest justices in claiming their respect for Roe v. Wade precedent during
their Senate confirmation hearings. 
You would think the raw partisanship in the Congress -- by both sides -- and the refusal of dozens of
its members to officially accept the 2020 presidential election results already had done enough
damage.
 *   *   *
If you enjoy visiting your neighborhood polling place, this is your year if you live in eastern
Nebraska's 1st Congressional District.  You won the trifecta: primary election in May over and done;
special election on Tuesday; general election in November.
Either Sen. Mike Flood or Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks will be elected to serve in the U.S. House of
Representatives for the next six months, and now, Pansing Brooks says, abortion rights are on the
ballot Tuesday in the form of her candidacy as a strong supporter who would battle to try to protect
or restore them.
They'll match up again in November for a two-year term with the voting record of the new
congressman or congresswoman likely to be the central issue.
When Tuesday's winner is sworn in, three of the five members of Nebraska's congressional
delegation will have moved directly to Congress from the Legislature.  
And in metropolitan Omaha's competitive 2nd Congressional District, Sen. Tony Vargas will attempt
to hike that number up to four, which would include all three of Nebraska's House members.
Whether Vargas is able to defeat three-term Republican Rep. Don Bacon or not, it appears that the
non-partisan Legislature has clearly emerged as a stepping stone to the U.S. Congress now.  
And that's something new.
Already in Washington are Sen. Deb Fischer and Rep. Adrian Smith, both of whom moved up from
the Legislature.  
Along with Bacon, Sen. Ben Sasse followed a different route -- as did former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry.
                                             ****
Tom Brewer arrived safely in Ukraine, but his luggage didn't.
So Brewer hitchhiked and taxied his way to Lviv while his traveling companion stayed in Poland to
fetch the luggage before joining him.
In a message, Brewer described the resulting inconvenience as "a great adventure of meeting people
(and) seeing the countryside because I'm traveling light and I now wear local clothes (and) I'm fitting
in."
Brewer said he has a scheduled meeting with the mayor of Lviv, "so that should be a good chance to
truly understand the situation here and their challenges," he said.  
"Oh, and they have much different potholes here," Brewer said as he attached a photo of a missile
that remained penetrated in a highway after it struck. 
Brewer, a retired U.S. Army colonel who was seriously wounded in Afghanistan and is now a state
senator who led four of his legislative colleagues on a climb up Mt. Kilimanjaro last November, is on
a mission to help Ukrainians as they battle the Russian invasion that is devastating many of their
cities. 
Adventure is a word Brewer chose in describing his journey to Lviv.
Brewer and adventure are a perfect fit.
                                                  *   *   *







Finishing up:
* Separation of powers: The executive branch proposes; the legislative branch enacts; the judicial
branch decides.
* Whoever ultimately wins the 1st District seat in the House this year faces the challenge of securing
continued funding for the long-sought USDA research center at UNL's Innovation Campus. Jeff
Fortenberry was well-positioned on the House Appropriations Committee to make that happen.
* Noticing Tennessee on the 2026 Husker football schedule, a program that has struggled just like
Nebraska to become nationally relevant once again.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Scientists weigh in on Nebraska's unusual hail storms and whether they are the
new norm
 
Nebraskans have watched severe weather track across the state in waves since May, devastating
some areas multiple times.
In Kearney, Realtor Patrick Slack can only shake his head at the damage.
A commercial building was so badly pummeled by hail that the loss was larger than the sale price,
Slack said. The roof of a Kearney home was totaled by hail, replaced and totaled by a second
hailstorm, all within 10 days, Slack said.
“We’ve had baseball-sized hail, we’ve had tennis ball-sized. We’ve had pea-sized hail that was so
hard and rigid that, with 70-mph winds, it caused damage you wouldn’t expect,” said Slack, broker-
owner of Century 21 Midlands. “Going back the last three years, it seems like these storms are
becoming more common.”
Kearney County Emergency Management Director Craig Lupkes echoed those comments.
“We’ve been hit pretty hard the last couple of years,” he said. “We can never just catch rain. All it is
is severe weather. When it comes through, it destroys everything.”
Farm fields have been leveled, homes have been battered and windows blown out as a series of
windstorms and hailstorms moved through.
Like the other weather disasters the state has been experiencing — including explosive wildfires and
flooding rains — damaging hailstorms are on the increase in Nebraska and are expected to worsen
with climate change, scientists say.
This year’s continuous outbreaks of hail are the result of storms riding into Nebraska along the edge
of the heat dome that has been suffocating vast swaths of the country this spring and summer.
Meteorologists often describe these storms as a “ring of fire” because they follow along the
periphery of the mass of hot air.
By several measures, this has been a rough year.
Gannon Rush, a climatologist with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, said this has been the second
worst June for hail in the last 10 years. The worst was 2014, when baseball-sized hail driven by 90-
mph winds tore through communities north and west of Omaha.
Taking a look beyond hail, Rush said the state’s pace of thunderstorms has been well ahead of
average.
During the first three weeks of the month, the National Weather Service issued 316 severe storm
warnings, about a third more than average over a 20-year period.
So far, five counties have declared local disasters, said Erv Portis, assistant director of the Nebraska
Emergency Management Agency. Those counties are: Kearney, Cass, Seward, York and Gage.







Because of the way federal rules are written and because the damage is largely private and insured,
Nebraska won’t qualify for a federal disaster declaration, he said.
American Family Insurance, a major insurer in Nebraska, has received 6,200 claims for wind and hail
damage this year, with about 4,000 coming in June, said spokesman Ken Muth.
The company assigned catastrophe status to Nebraska this year, which means it has brought in
outside help to process claims, Muth said.
By way of comparison, some years the company receives virtually no claims and in other years, it can
receive 10,000 claims, he said.
To speed the claims process for vehicles this year, American Family set up drive-through inspection
sites in several communities, including at an Omaha Menards.
While storm damage does affect insurance rates, no single year does, Muth said. Instead, the
company bases rates on a 20- to 30-year average. The recent sharp increases in insurance rates are
due to the rising cost of building materials, car parts, replacement cars and labor, he said.
It’s likely this year’s storms have caused tens of millions of dollars in damage in Nebraska. While no
statewide damage estimates are available, in Buffalo County alone, hail likely caused $32 million in
damage, County Emergency Management Director Darrin Lewis said.
The two Buffalo County towns of Ravenna and Shelton, with a combined population of about 2,700,
saw 90% to 100% of their homes significantly damaged, he said.
Nebraska can get hail any month of the year, but most hailstorms occur from May through July, with
June the peak month, according to the weather service.
This year’s outbreak of hailstorms started in late May, with the worst damage concentrated over an
11-day period in early June.
On seven of those 11 days, significant hailstorms occurred somewhere in the state, from the
Panhandle to Omaha, according to the U.S. Storm Prediction Center.
“A heck of a couple of weeks,” is how National Weather Service meteorologist Mike Moritz
described it. He and others point to the night of June 14 as the worst, when a succession of supercell
thunderstorms swept across southern and central Nebraska, dropping hail.
“If you saw one hailstorm, you saw two, you saw three,” he said.
The storms left about a 90-mile-long, 6-mile-wide damage path, he said. Along the way, Hastings,
Kenesaw, Henderson, Giltner, York, Waco and Utica were among the communities most affected.
Making the damage worse was the strength of the winds. In some areas, winds reached more than
100 mph, he said.
Among the largest known hailstones to fall with this year’s storms was one that measured 6 inches
wide, said National Weather Service meteorologist Shawn Jacobs. It fell near the Calamus Reservoir,
in north-central Nebraska. While that’s not a record for the state, it’s among the largest. (The record
is 7 inches wide at Aurora in 2003.)
In terms of agriculture, the good news is the hail fell early enough that some corn is recovering, said
Al Dutcher, Nebraska’s associate state climatologist. But damage to crops could invite disease and
reduce yields, some irrigation equipment is inoperable for the season, expenses are mounting as
some farmers replant, and some producers worry about whether they’ll be able to meet contractual
obligations for their harvest, he said. As a result, some University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension
personnel say they are concerned about the mental health impacts on farmers.
Harold Brooks, a senior scientist at the National Severe Storms Laboratory, said research shows that
climate change is expected to bring an increase in large hail at the same time that smaller hail occurs
less frequently. The reason has to do with how a warmer atmosphere affects hail.







The added warmth and moisture that climate change is injecting into the atmosphere is feeding
more energy into storms, he said. As a result, storms have more powerful updrafts, which are the
key to keeping hailstones aloft long enough to become large. That’s why large hail is expected to
become more common, he said.
Based on research in China, where there is a longer record of hail data, and Europe, the occurrence
of small hail is declining, Brooks said. This appears to be because the atmosphere near the ground is
warming, while the level at which hail freezes is shifting higher. As a result, small stones have more
time to melt away before they reach the earth.
Part of this also has to do with the fact that small hail falls more slowly than large hail. Hail that is
about an inch in diameter falls to the earth at 15 to 20 mph, while baseball-sized hail falls at about
100 mph (the speed of a top-end major league fastball), he said.
Western Nebraska is in that part of the U.S. that has seen an increase in large hail over about the last
20 years, Brooks said. Farther east toward Omaha, the data is not as clear, he said.
“Over the next decades, the hail threat will probably become larger,” Brooks said.
A year like 2022 won’t necessarily become typical, he said.
“There will still be lots of variability,” he said. “This year has been unusual.”
Slack said unrepaired storm damage to a home can complicate a sale, something he’s seeing more
often. For this reason, he advises people to take their insurance — and repairs — seriously, rather
than pocketing the cash from a claim.
“It’s a conversation nobody wants to have, but it’s imperative that you have it,” he said.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Can 'next-Gen' DNA testing help ID the remains of US service members killed in
war?
 
The Golden State Killer never saw the law coming.
Police had never connected Joseph James DeAngelo to a spree of 13 murders, 50 rapes and more
than 120 burglaries across California during the 1970s and ‘80s. Then, in 2018, investigators
uploaded a DNA profile of one murder victim’s rapist into a commercial database, similar to those
created by companies like 23andMe and Ancestry.com.
Bingo.
Several people in the database shared a common ancestor with the killer, and police created a
“family tree.” They quickly honed in on DeAngelo, then 72, and arrested him after confirming that
his DNA matched the killer’s. He confessed to numerous crimes and was sentenced to life in prison
without parole.
The capture of the Golden State Killer put this technique, called genetic genealogy, in the headlines.
Police now regularly use it to catch cold case killers, and to identify the remains of murder and
accident victims from decades ago.
It also raised a question for historians and forensic anthropologists at the Defense POW/MIA
Accounting Agency (DPAA), which has labs at Offutt Air Force Base and in Hawaii: Could they use the
same method to identify the war dead from World War II, Korea and Vietnam?
Four years later, the answer appears to be yes. The accounting agency, working with its partners at
the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory (AFDIL) in Dover, Delaware, has begun to use a
highly sensitive “next-generation” DNA sequencing test developed by scientists at AFDIL and
Parabon NanoLabs, a pioneering genetic genealogy firm.
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Someday, it may help Carrie LeGarde, a forensic anthropologist at the Offutt lab, tie a bow around
DPAA’s largest and most successful project to date: the identification of the unknown dead from the
battleship USS Oklahoma, sunk in the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
Over six years, she led a team of anthropologists that examined more than 13,000 bones recovered
from the ship and later buried in Hawaii in graves marked “unknown.”
They identified 361 of 394 missing sailors and Marines. The 92% identification rate far exceeded the
80% goal set when the first remains were disinterred in 2015.
LeGarde said she was proud to have returned so many World War II heroes to their families, nearly
80 years later. But the fact that 33 could not be given names gnaws at her just a bit.
“We have done everything we can at this point,” LeGarde said. “Of course, I would love to identify
everybody. But that’s a pretty difficult task.”
Traditional mitochondrial and Y-chromosome DNA testing involves extracting snippets of DNA from
the unidentified bones and comparing them to DNA samples taken from one or more family
members.
Those samples are processed at AFDIL and buttressed with traditional forensic work by DPAA
anthropologists and historians, such as examining the size and shape of the bones and where and
how they were found.
This process has allowed DPAA to meet or exceed a goal of 200 identifications per year — some
from field excavations in former war zones, and others buried as unknowns in military cemeteries.
But this method has some drawbacks.
The requirement for family-reference DNA means the Defense Department must spend time and
money tracking down relatives and persuading them to submit a DNA sample from a cheek swab.
That can be hard to do. Some relatives may be suspicious of giving a sample to the government.
Some of the missing service members were adopted, so their DNA doesn’t match living relatives.
And in some cases, family members just can’t be found.
The other significant problem is the DNA itself.
DNA decays with time, making it harder to extract readable samples from bones that have been
buried for decades. It deteriorates even faster when burials take place in acidic soil or in warm, wet
climates like most burials from Korea, Vietnam or World War II in the Pacific.
“If you don’t act, you might lose it forever,” said Kristen Mittelman, chief development officer for
Othram, a private genetic genealogy lab in Houston that specializes in cold case IDs.
Also, chemical treatments historically used in burials to preserve bodies have had the perverse effect
of destroying DNA. This has hampered several of the accounting agency’s major projects.
One example: the identification of 859 Korean War unknowns whose remains were retrieved from
battlefield graves during and after the war. They were soaked in formaldehyde and treated with
other chemicals before they were reburied in Hawaii, and DPAA analysts have had difficulty
extracting DNA from them.
In 2016, AFDIL and Parabon introduced a far more sensitive “next-generation” DNA test. It let
investigators capture samples from as many as 60% of even highly degraded samples — 10 times the
rate of earlier tests.
Later innovations have allowed the lab to accurately match samples with more distant relatives, and
to extract DNA from even some of the most highly degraded samples.
“We mimic what 23andMe and Ancestry were trying to do,” said Tim McMahon, director of the
Armed Forces DNA Lab.
“We’re good at getting DNA from the samples they send us.”







Mittelman and her husband, David, who is the CEO of the Othram DNA lab, have suggested that
genetic genealogy could also offer a path to identification not only of the USS Oklahoma’s 33
remaining unknowns, but also 85 unidentified dead from the USS Arizona.
Moored just a few hundred yards from the Oklahoma, the Arizona blew up in a cataclysmic explosion
just minutes into the attack when a Japanese bomb exploded in the ship’s magazine. Of the
Arizona’s 1,500-man crew, 1,177 were killed, the highest death toll at Pearl Harbor.
Just 105 bodies were recovered and identified. Most of the rest are permanently entombed in the
sunken hull, which is now part of the USS Arizona Memorial.
But 85 sets of recovered remains could not be identified and were buried as unknowns. Currently
there are no plans to identify the Arizona unknowns, because doing so would require obtaining DNA
reference samples from the families of all of the 1,177 dead.
The Mittelmans believe genetic genealogy could allow DPAA to bypass that step by using their
proprietary testing protocol, which they said already has been used to crack hundreds of cold cases.
David Mittelman said they use multiple methods, plug into large DNA databases, and turn over their
results to authorities. They charge $5,000 per sample.
“Our success rate is extremely high,” he said. “We pride ourselves on taking unsolvable problems
and bringing them to conclusion.”
They’ve pitched their idea to officials at the Armed Forces DNA Lab. In a recent report to MIA
families, DPAA called it a “fruitful meeting” but has not announced a partnership.
Hope still remains for the 33 Oklahoma unknowns, too.
When the Oklahoma Project wrapped up last year, the unidentified bones were placed in four
caskets and reburied at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu. They were
lowered into the earth after a solemn ceremony on Dec. 7, 2021, the 80th anniversary of the Pearl
Harbor attack.
LeGarde said one of the caskets contains an assortment of bones considered too small to be worth
identifying. They will remain permanently buried.
But the three other caskets contain individual sets of remains linked by DNA, segregated and
wrapped in blankets — awaiting new technology that will allow them to be identified and returned
to their families.
“We know what casket they have gone into,” LeGarde said. “They could be accessed in the future if
needed.”
That’s encouraging news for relatives of brothers William and Robert Sellon, USS Oklahoma sailors
who grew up in Randolph, Nebraska.
William, 25, known to family as “Billy,” was killed in the attack. He is one of the 33 who remain
unknown.
Robert, known as “Bobby,” survived. But he never escaped the shadow of Pearl Harbor.
“I’ve been watching the paper, so hopeful,” said Diann Sellon Gliem, 72, of Randolph, whose father,
Monte, was the brothers’ first cousin. “There’s always been a sadness in our family, and kind of a
mystery.”
Billy and Bobby were the only two sons of a cabinetmaker and his wife who had moved from
Randolph to Missoula, Montana, in search of work during the 1930s. That is where the brothers
joined the Navy.
It’s not clear today how they came to be serving together on the Oklahoma, but it wasn’t uncommon
in the pre-World War II Navy. At least seven other sets of brothers were assigned to the ship,
according to the website PearlHarbor.org.
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Family stories differ about exactly what happened to them that morning. One account says they
were together that Sunday morning but split up when one decided to go to church and the other
skipped it. Another story says Bobby slipped out of a porthole of the ship before it capsized and
swam back in a vain attempt to find Billy.
They do know Bobby never really recovered from the loss of his brother. He was wounded in the war
— perhaps on board the USS Northampton, to which he was transferred after Pearl Harbor. The ship
was torpedoed and sunk almost a year later during a disastrous naval battle near Guadalcanal.
After the war, Bobby returned to Montana, married, fathered two daughters, split up with his wife
and remarried. He liked bars and guns, and once got shot by another man. His behavior reminds
relatives today of post-traumatic stress.
On June 28, 1952, he walked into a bedroom at his parents’ house in Missoula with a high-powered
rifle and fatally shot himself. He was 31. A newspaper account quoted his parents as saying he had
been despondent ever since World War II.
“I was paralyzed with grief when he killed himself,” recalls Glenda Rock III, Bobby’s younger
daughter, who was 6 when he died. “He always called me ‘Happy Jack.’ He was safety, was warmth.”
She said no one would mention her father’s name for several years. It took time, but she has worked
through her family’s tragedy.
“It’s not painful anymore. It’s a saga,” Rock said.
Although she lives in Idaho, Rock said she would like to see her uncle’s remains buried in Nebraska if
he can be identified.
That’s the ending Gliem is hoping for, too.
“The story just got sadder and sadder. It was hard for me to shake it,” she said. “It would be a
closure on one of those open-ended questions from World War II.”
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH: Over 1,000 Omahans protest Supreme Court abortion ruling
 
More than 1,000 people flocked to Omaha's Memorial Park on Friday to protest the U.S. Supreme
Court's ruling on Roe v. Wade and to rally to keep abortion legal in Nebraska.
They heard speeches urging them to not despair but to take action, and then they rallied for more
than two hours along Dodge Street, filling the historic green bridge over Dodge and lining both sides
of the street for several blocks, nearly from Happy Hollow Boulevard to Elmwood Park Road.
The rally began at 5 p.m., and the crowd appeared to peak at about 6 p.m. Organizers, reporters and
police estimated the crowd at least 1,000 and probably more. Passing drivers laid on their horns and
many cheered, creating a raucous chorus as the protesters chanted, "My body, my choice," "Bans off
our bodies" and "Keep abortion safe and legal."
"We came out in droves," 26-year-old Brandy Moore said over the cacophony as she stood shoulder-
to-shoulder with other protesters on the pedestrian bridge. "And we are going to fight for our
rights."
Speakers reminded the crowd that abortion is still legal in Nebraska. They urged them to turn their
emotion into action, and suggested several steps. Follow the organizations involved in Friday's rally,
urged Brandi Bothe, co-chair of the Omaha Women's March. Those groups include Women's Fund of
Omaha, Planned Parenthood, Omaha Women's March, I Be Black Girl, the ACLU of Nebraska and
Nebraska Abortion Resources. Bothe also urged donations to organizations that provide resources
and advocacy.







"Contact your state senators," she said. "Call them. Email them. Write them."
And, several speakers exhorted, vote for candidates who support abortion rights
"Please get out and vote," pleaded Oglala-Lakota mental health therapist Grace Johnson of the Great
Plains Action Society. "Tell your friends. Tell your young ones who are just turning 18. Please come
out and vote."
Jo Giles, executive director of the Women's Fund of Omaha, told the people to let the rage they felt
Friday carry them through the summer, through a potential special session of the Nebraska
Legislature, to November elections and beyond.
"Let's win this fight again," Giles said.
The rally in Memorial Park was just one that occurred across Nebraska and the country Friday.
In Lincoln, 300 to 400 people filled the sidewalks and spilled onto Lincoln Mall across 10th Street as
they listened to a handful of speakers less than five blocks from the State Capitol, according to the
Lincoln Journal Star. Attendees waved signs, both printed and homemade, that expressed anger at
the decision, the Supreme Court and Republican politicians, as well as support for other women.
In downtown Omaha, about 60 anti-abortion supporters gathered outside of the Roman L. Hruska
Federal Courthouse Friday evening for a rally organized by Nebraskans Embracing Life and the Pro-
Life Action League.
The energy of the crowd was celebratory and smiles and cheers abounded as a chant of “we love
babies” broke out at the start of the rally. Some attendees waved American flags and others held
signs with messages such as “Unborn Children are Humans Too” and “Nebraska is a Pro-Life State.”
Martin Cannon, senior counsel for the Thomas More Society, a nationwide anti-abortion law firm,
spoke to the crowd about the magnitude of the Supreme Court’s decision.
“It's a very great day,” Cannon said. “Roe v. Wade was an act of lawlessness, we've been saying that
forever. It corrupted our courts and as a country it damaged our soul. It taught millions, most of
them young, that due process is not for everyone, that equal protection is not for everyone.”
Deanna Pierre of Bellevue said she was “amazed and delighted” at the Supreme Court’s decision to
overturn Roe v. Wade after nearly 50 years.
“I know it’s at the state level now, but at least it’s not mandated nationally,” Pierre said.
Virgil Patlan, a retired Omaha police officer and longtime South Omaha resident, said he knows
many abortion rights supporters are angry at the Supreme Court’s decision, but hopes both sides
can find a way to come together to support alternatives to abortion. 
“I'm not gloating, but I'm happy,” Patlan said. “We've been praying for this day for a long time.”
At Memorial Park, people expressed a range of emotions with their voices and signs. 
"Today is not about defeat," Bothe told the crowd. "Today is about hope. Today is about banding
together. And take a look around ... this should let every one of us know that you are not in this fight
alone, we are not going anywhere, and we will not back down."
Mindy Gilmore, 46, of Omaha, said she felt fury when the expected Supreme Court ruling came
down Friday. She held a sign with a drawing of a brick wall between a Supreme Court and a Bible.
"Build this wall," the sign read.
"Fear," said her daughter, Ruth Gilmore, 20, who made the sign. "And sadness."
The Gilmores, standing with a couple hundred protesters still persisting beside Dodge Street after a
rainfall nearly two hours into the rally, said the crowd and the warm reception of people driving by
lifted their hopes a little.
"But unfortunately, we have a lot of conservative politicians in this state who often pay more
attention to the people who are lining their pockets than the people who are out here making a







difference in the world," Mindy Gilmore said. "And we can do all the protests we want but if people
don't go out and vote for liberal candidates who support the right to abortion, then all the protests
in the world aren't going to make any difference."
Sara McRoberts, 39, of Omaha expressed the same sentiment about voting. She carried a sign that
read, "I did not survive the plague just to go back to the dark ages." She said she joined the protest
to "let Nebraskans know that this is an important issue to us, that abortion needs to stay legal in
Nebraska."
By Christopher Burbach and Luna Stephens
 


OWH Editorial: After Roe, Nebraska should take measured approach to future abortion
laws
 
The U.S. Supreme Court ruling on Friday that overturned the 49-year-old constitutional right to an
abortion now moves the long-controversial issue clearly into the hands of state governments.
In Nebraska, that means 50 people — Gov. Pete Ricketts and 49 members of the Legislature — may
soon determine abortion policies for the state. A majority of those people have already signaled that
they wanted to ban all abortions in Nebraska if the court scrapped Roe v. Wade.
Now that decision has happened, clearing the way for each state to act.
But when Nebraska lawmakers take up the issue, possibly as soon as a special session this summer,
they need to consider carefully just how their actions will play out in the lives of countless Nebraska
women facing some of the most difficult and personal situations of their lives.
That includes women — maybe even children — who become pregnant at a time when they are
unwilling or unprepared to assume responsibility for raising a child. Or victims of rape or incest who
could be forced to endure additional suffering in the form of 40 weeks of pregnancy and the travail
of childbirth. Or women who develop a life-threatening health condition. Or women whose fetuses
have severe deformities or diseases.
No one should want to harm such women or make their lives harder. But poorly-drafted or ill-
considered legislation risks doing just that. We all understand the concept of unintended
consequences.
For example, the so-called abortion trigger bill that fell two votes shy of passing the Nebraska
Legislature this spring faced criticism that it would have inadvertently banned in vitro fertilization or
hindered doctors attempting to perform life-saving operations.
The bill’s author, Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston, has indicated that a new version of the bill could
address those concerns.
Right now, abortion remains legal in Nebraska up until 20 weeks after fertilization. On Friday,
Ricketts didn’t immediately call for a special session to consider abortion legislation, but he
reiterated his desire to do more to restrict the practice.
It’s clear that abortion will continue to be a political battle for many years, in Nebraska and
elsewhere. The Supreme Court ruling, after all, didn’t make abortion illegal. The court gave each
state the right to ban it, or allow it, or tinker endlessly with abortion laws — with state policies
possibly changing after each election, based on the political winds.
Here in Nebraska, we think lawmakers need to follow a measured approach. They should think, for
example, about whether abortion restrictions would have a disproportionate impact on lower-
income women who could not afford to travel to a less-restrictive state. They should prepare for the
additional health, welfare and resource costs if pregnant women who can’t care for children are







required to give birth anyway.
And we think Nebraska lawmakers would be cruel and inhumane to force a rape or incest victim to
give birth to their attacker’s baby.
It’s hard to imagine a more divisive issue than abortion. It doesn’t readily accommodate compromise
or consensus.
Nationally, public opinion polls suggest that most Americans would prefer to leave the matter up to
women and their doctors. But far fewer people are in favor of unrestricted abortions.
Those who want to ban abortion are driven by heartfelt emotional and religious motives. Many
believe deeply that it’s a matter of saving the lives of unborn children.
Those who want to keep abortion legal have a heartfelt conviction that it’s unfair and unjust for
government to infringe on the reproductive rights of women. Many believe deeply that a woman
should be the one who decides how to deal with her own unplanned pregnancy and its life-
transforming consequences.
We have no illusions that it will be easy to reconcile the fundamental freedom for women with the
sanctity of life.
But as Nebraska leaders move toward possible new abortion restrictions in the wake of Friday’s
Supreme Court decision, they have the opportunity to be thoughtful about the real-world
ramifications for women and respectful of the diverse views of all their constituents.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Omaha’s streetcar is a vehicle for more than transportation
 
A city is always in motion. At Omaha by Design, our role is to help guide this momentum towards
outcomes that enhance quality of life for residents throughout the metro.
For more than two decades, Omaha by Design has served as the metro’s nonprofit hub for people-
centered urban design and policy. Throughout that time, we have earned the community’s trust as a
collaborative resource for planning, zoning, transportation, design and development decisions that
have shaped our city for the better.
We operate in a future-oriented mindset, with the civic responsibility to be thinking years ahead
while tracing these goals back to concrete actions we can take today. Doing so positions us to
advocate for the projects and policies that bring people together, create places we all value, and
enable our city to thrive.
That’s why Omaha by Design is proud to lend our voice in support of the streetcar and the unique
opportunity it presents. Our confident support is centered in the streetcar’s capacity to not only
increase mobility, but also to catalyze sustainable, people-centered investment in the heart of the
city.
Some have tried to diminish the streetcar’s use case by suggesting other vehicles are equally capable
of moving people, often on that narrow view that ridership or speed is the key metric. However, this
misses the broader point.
A modern streetcar is a vehicle for much more than transportation. It just as importantly drives
opportunity — fostering a vibrant, walkable urban core in which healthy lifestyles thrive, new
businesses prosper, and residents from across the city enjoy greater access to jobs, education and
civic amenities.
In simplest terms, this is because a modern streetcar will help transform underutilized land and
surface parking lots into places for people. In a city with a demonstrated housing shortage, this
includes thousands of units of much-needed housing options, from affordable to market-rate.







As part of a Total Mobility System, including enhanced transit options, a shared parking network, and
safe and convenient bicycle and pedestrian facilities, the streetcar will boost local businesses and
spur new job creation where it is most efficient and accessible to all — within the region’s urban
core.
As the need for scattered and underperforming parking decreases, density along the line increases
— making room for significantly more residents and jobs to locate along the route — 30,000 more of
each, per recent studies. This virtuous cycle brings the ability to generate millions of dollars in local
wages, which in turn leads to more economic activity and a growing tax base to better support the
local schools, parks, and city services which underpin an expanded quality of life for all.
Cities across the nation have proven this out, and Omaha’s plan has the benefit of building upon
lessons learned from the more than 40 streetcar systems in use today. What most sets our local plan
apart is the sustainable, fair way it proposes to pay for the streetcar with just a fraction of the
adjacent development value it creates. What’s more, it does so while keeping rides fare-free, a
compelling alternative as the cost of private vehicle ownership continues to escalate.
Working cooperatively with the City of Omaha’s Urban Core Housing and Mobility Redevelopment
Plan, the impact becomes significant: Alongside the 30,000 new residents and 30,000 new jobs, $5
billion in new development is anticipated in the next thirty years. Three billion dollars in the next 15
years.
These projections are not merely hopes. They are grounded in the real, learned experience of our
peers in Kansas City, Milwaukee, Salt Lake City and Oklahoma City, and the dozens of other metros
that have seen modern streetcars serve as a catalyst for powerful economic development, enhanced
job opportunities, cultural and entertainment options, and tax revenue to the benefit of the broader
community.
And we already have a strong head start, with Mutual of Omaha’s investment both downtown and in
the redevelopment of their current campus anchoring at least one-fifth, and perhaps even one-third,
of that 15-year, $3 billion impact.
This momentum — combined with Metro’s transition to a Regional Transit Authority, the Chamber’s
visionary Urban Core Strategic Plan, and the creative, entrepreneurial spirit of everyday Omahans —
promises to keep our city’s forward motion.
Omaha by Design supports Omaha’s streetcar because it is both a bold move and a wise, measured
investment in the future of our city. A modern streetcar will keep us moving toward the more
vibrant, livable, and equitably prosperous city we are on the path to becoming.
Scott Dobbe is the executive director of Omaha by Design.
 


OWH Short-term memory
 
Short-term memory is a plus for many political incumbents. George Mill’s excellent article (June
21) on Gov. Pete Ricketts demonstrated a long history of following sound bite policies including
thwarting referendums to the detriment of Nebraska citizens. He could have added the refusal of a
gas tax holiday claiming we need the taxes for roads and bridges. This is the same tax he opposed
and used against Sen. Brett Lindstrom in the primary. Funding for a recreational lake proposal is
apparently more important than helping ordinary citizens during a temporary fuel/inflation. He’s
counting on our short-term memory for his next elective office bid.
Jeff Johnston, Elmwood
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LJS Editorial, 6/26: NU's modest budget increase the right thing
 
The University of Nebraska Board of Regents on Thursday gave its approval to a $1.03 billion general
operating budget for the upcoming fiscal year.
That sounds like a lot of money, because it is. But that budget represents just a 1.3% growth over the
current fiscal year.
Importantly, the $12.9 million budget increase isn’t coming out of the pockets of university students
and their parents.
Rather, the budget holds the line on tuition increases for the second straight year, and, in doing so,
keeps Nebraska universities affordable in a time when skyrocketing costs are pricing many out of the
opportunity to get a college education.
Specifically, the cost per credit hour for Nebraska undergraduate students at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln will remain $259, and out-of-state undergrads will continue to pay $830 per credit
hour.
Those UNL rates, the highest of NU’s four campuses, already compare favorably to the national
averages for public four-year universities of $390 for in-state undergrads and $1,126 for out-of-
state, both certain to continue to rise, likely even higher than the 4% rate identified by the Education
Data Initiative.
Even more encouraging, the new budget raises the household income qualification threshold for the
Nebraska Promise program from $60,000 to $65,000. That means that an additional 1,000 in-state
students will be able to attend NU without paying tuition.
The budget includes a $10 million infusion into the salary pool for UNL and University of Nebraska
Medical Center faculty and an anticipated 9% increase in health insurance premiums.
The growth rate of the university budget, which NU President Ted Carter rightfully called “modest,”
is less than half the state’s 2.8% average annual growth rate and well below the current inflation
rate of 8% or higher.
Hopefully, the state budget that will be considered by the Legislature next year will reflect similar
restraint and individual departments and agencies will find ways to efficiently and effectively allocate
their resources.
Put simply, if the university, the state’s most important publicly funded institution, can make things
work with a small budget increase, there is no reason to throw money at other agencies who cannot
do the same.
Given the reality that inflation will increase prices for goods and services and create upward
pressure on compensation, it’s unrealistic to expect that the 2023-24 NU budget will have another
1.3% increase.
But the 2022-23 budget is commendable, providing dollars and cents evidence of the prudent fiscal
management begun by Carter and the university administration at the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic two years ago.
And, perhaps more importantly, it continues Carter’s commitment to, in his words, “make sure that
we’re giving (Nebraska students and their families) the best possible opportunity to get a world-class
education at affordable prices.”
 


OWH: Nebraska Reps. Bacon, Smith join Sens. Fischer, Sasse in opposing gun violence bill
 
All four members of Nebraska’s congressional delegation voted against a bill intended to curb gun







violence in the U.S., saying they were concerned that the legislation would impinge the rights of law-
abiding citizens.
Supporters of the legislation, which heads to President Joe Biden for his approval, dismissed that
concern as unwarranted and stressed the need for action in the wake of deadly mass shootings,
including one that killed 19 children and two teachers at a Texas school and another that killed 10
people at a grocery store in Buffalo, New York.
The claims were not enough to win support from Sens. Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse and Reps. Don
Bacon and Adrian Smith, all Republicans.
The $13 billion measure would toughen background checks for the youngest gun buyers, keep
firearms from more domestic violence offenders and help states put in place red flag laws that make
it easier for authorities to take weapons from people adjudged dangerous. It would also fund local
programs for school safety, mental health and violence prevention.
While the members of Nebraska’s delegation expressed support for some elements of the
legislation, those aspects were not enough to override their concerns.
“My vote today was constitutionally based, not politically based,” Bacon said in a statement Friday
after the vote in the House. “There was much in this bill that is commendable, but the Red Flag
portion opens up consequences I cannot support.”
Bacon, whose district includes Omaha, pointed to recent court rulings — including Thursday’s U.S.
Supreme Court decision striking down a New York law that restricted peoples’ ability to carry
concealed weapons — as signals that the legislation would be found unconstitutional. However, he
said, he supports the mental health and school security provisions in the bill.
Fischer also supported some aspects of the legislation but had concerns it would infringe on the
Second Amendment rights of law-abiding citizens — an argument echoed by gun lobby groups that
opposed the legislation.
“I appreciate that this bill contains funding for expanded mental health services and enhanced
school security — these are important ways to help keep our kids and communities safe,” Fischer
said in a statement. “However, I have serious concerns about other parts of the legislation that
would infringe upon law-abiding citizens’ second amendment rights and limit due process. I cannot
support this bill.”
Sasse voiced support for legislation proposed by Sens. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, and John Barrasso, R-Wyo.
That bill, which called for rededicating more than $38 billion in American Rescue Plan Act money
toward enhanced school security and mental health resources, would have been “a more
responsible step” to achieve the goals of the gun violence bill “without compromising constitutional
rights,” Sasse said in a statement.
He said action to combat gun violence should focus on “the mental health issues that are at the root
of mass shootings committed by deeply troubled and suicidal young men” while ensuring “strong
due process protections.”
“Unfortunately, the way this bill has been hastily drafted, it accomplishes the first but not the
second, and I cannot support it,” Sasse said.
Smith, whose sprawling district includes most of the state, said the bill would not achieve the goal of
stopping “senseless and heartbreaking acts of violence.”
“I’ve heard from many Nebraskans who are concerned about their constitutional rights,” he said in a
statement Friday. “I know the members of the Senate who negotiated the bill — and my Republican
colleagues who supported it in the House — have good intentions, but I am seriously concerned
parts of the bill, particularly the red flag provisions, are too broad and could have unintended







consequences on Americans who are not a threat.”
The votes in both the Senate and House received some level of bipartisan support, though less in the
House where 14 Republicans joined every Democrat in the 234-193 vote Friday. In the Senate, 15
Republicans joined all 50 Democrats in passing the bill 65-33 on Thursday.
The measure, as multiple senators noted Thursday, fell well short of what some Democrats had
called for. It also required some concessions from Republicans, though those who voted in favor of
the package disputed claims that it infringed on the rights of Americans.
“This bill does not take away the rights of any law-abiding American,” Sen. Joni Ernst, a Republican
from Iowa who voted for the bill, said in a statement Thursday: “Every American wants to keep our
kids and our schools safe and provide folks access to mental health treatment, and this proposal
helps do that without placing new restrictions on law-abiding gun owners.”
Ernst’s fellow Iowan in the Senate, Republican Chuck Grassley, voted against the bill. In a statement,
he commended the bipartisan group of senators who negotiated and managed to produce an
agreement on “a difficult issue.”
“Much of their legislation is good, but I have very specific concerns about safeguarding constitutional
due process rights that prevent me from supporting the bill in its entirety,” Grassley said.
The bill would make the local juvenile records of people age 18 to 20 available during required
federal background checks when they attempt to buy guns. Those examinations, currently limited to
three days, would last up to a maximum of 10 days to give federal and local officials time to search
records.
People convicted of domestic abuse who are current or former romantic partners of the victim
would be prohibited from acquiring firearms, closing the so-called “boyfriend loophole.”
That ban currently only applies to people married to, living with or who have had children with the
victim. The compromise bill would extend that to those considered to have had “a continuing serious
relationship.”
The measure expands the use of background checks by rewriting the definition of the federally
licensed gun dealers required to conduct them. Penalties for gun trafficking are strengthened,
billions of dollars are provided for behavioral health clinics and school mental health programs and
there’s money for school safety initiatives.
There would be money to help states enforce red flag laws and for other states without them for
violence prevention programs. Nineteen states and the District of Columbia have such laws.
Nebraska is not one of those states.
In his statement, Bacon specifically called out the funding piece for the red flag programs and
violence prevention measures.
Biden has said he will sign the bill.
By Ryan Hoffman
 


LJS: Inflation is immediate priority, candidates Flood, Pansing Brooks say
 
Both Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln and Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk point to inflation first in
listing their immediate priorities if elected to Nebraska's vacant seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives on Tuesday.
"We have to address skyrocketing prices in the grocery store and at the gas pump," Flood said, "and
that will be my top priority in Congress."
Flood said "we need to stop the out-of-control federal spending that has fueled inflation," provide







tax relief for American families and "reverse the anti-energy policies of the Biden administration and
encourage domestic energy exploration."
Pansing Brooks said "we need to reduce the cost of prescription drugs, lower premiums under the
Affordable Care Act, boost Social Security, stop price gouging and offset the high price of gas" while
also making child care more affordable and accessible. 
Flood is the Republican nominee and Pansing Brooks is the Democratic nominee in the rare special
election to fill eastern Nebraska's vacant 1st District House seat for the next six months.
The pair will meet again in the November general election to determine who will serve the next two-
year term that begins in January. Both won their party's primary election nominations in May.
Each was chosen by their party's leadership to face off in this month's special election to complete
the remainder of Rep. Jeff Fortenberry's term after he resigned from the House following his
conviction on charges of lying to federal officials about illegal foreign contributions to his 2016
reelection campaign. 
"I believe the biggest challenge our country faces is a broken political system in Washington,"
Pansing Brooks said in responding to a questionnaire submitted to both candidates by the Journal
Star.
"I will find other people like me, no matter their party, in Congress and work with them to fix what is
broken. We cannot continue to function under the deep divisions plaguing our country."
Flood said "we need to stop the out-of-control federal spending; we need to get government out of
the way by slashing red tape and cutting taxes; we need to increase domestic energy production and
get us closer to energy independence and bring down gas prices."
And, he said, "we need to build the wall and secure our southern border."
If she's elected, Pansing Brooks said, the House Appropriations Committee and the House
Agriculture Committee would be at the top of her preferred committee assignments while also
mentioning the Small Business Committee.
Flood listed Agriculture, Financial Services and Appropriations.
Fortenberry's seniority had placed him in a Republican leadership position on the Appropriations
Committee, a spot that helped empower him to gain initial funding for a long-sought U.S.
Department of Agricultural research center at Nebraska Innovation Campus.
Both Pansing Brooks and Flood pledged to support continued U.S. assistance for Ukraine as it battles
the Russian invasion that has devastated Ukrainian cities with missile strikes and created a
humanitarian crisis.
"Continued sanctions, even as they clearly have economic impacts here at home, are essential,"
Pansing Brooks said.
"It is possible that our Nebraska farmers can rise up and be the source of needed grains to Europe
that Ukraine can no longer supply," she suggested.
Flood said "we need to maintain our commitment to a sovereign, secure Ukraine."
"Weakness invites aggression," he said. "That's why Joe Biden's inept foreign policy has largely failed,
most notably in his botched withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan."
"China, North Korea and Iran are watching," Flood said. 
In response to the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol last year by supporters of former President Donald
Trump who wanted to overturn the presidential election results, Pansing Brooks said Congress needs
to "pass federal legislation to strengthen and ensure voting rights."
And, she said, "we need to remove any loopholes in our system that might allow individuals in the
future to try and single-handedly overturn the results of any election."







Flood said the violence at the Capitol was "completely unacceptable," but said Democrats are
"focused on scoring political points ahead of the mid-terms and attacking a potential 2024
Republican candidate for president" instead of centering on "the decisions and vulnerabilities that
led to security breaches" on that January day.
Pansing Brooks suggested that "one of the biggest differences between my opponent and me is on
the issue of women's bodily autonomy." On Friday, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned abortion
rights guaranteed by its 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade.
"The rollback in these protections means in vitro fertilization, birth control and marriage equality are
at risk since the court is indicating it will alter the right to privacy under the 14th Amendment," she
said before Friday's court ruling.
Flood said "this election is about changing course in Washington, ending the failed one-party rule of
Joe Biden and Nancy Pelosi" while getting America "back on track."
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Pansing Brooks calls on voters to 'fight back'; Flood touts 'pro-life' record
 
Game-changer?
That's what Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln, the Democratic nominee in Tuesday's special
election to fill the eastern Nebraska House seat vacated by the resignation of former Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry, is hoping.
The U.S. Supreme Court's decision Friday to end abortion rights previously guaranteed by its 1973
decision in Roe v. Wade means that the Tuesday election in Nebraska provides the first opportunity
in the country to "fight back at the ballot box," Pansing Brooks said at a hastily arranged news
conference.
"I'm angry, sad, mostly angry," she said. "Now we need to channel our anger into votes."
The two-term state senator appeared at her downtown Lincoln campaign headquarters dressed in
white, which she said represented an expression of hope. 
The court's decision, which she described as Draconian, transports women "back to the world where
we were chattel," or property, second-class citizens, Pansing Brooks said. 
"It means safe abortions will not happen.
"Many women will now die," she said. "It's a sad day."
The court's decision has the effect of "push(ing) women back into the Dark Ages," she said.
The news conference attracted the kind of intense media coverage that will give her targeted
message wide distribution as voters in the 1st Congressional District prepare to go the polls Tuesday
in a battleground that structurally favors Republicans. 
Flood praised the court's decision to "return abortion-related policy decisions back to the states and
the people where they belong."
Noting that he sponsored "the nation's first pain-capable unborn child protection act" as a state
senator, a bill that has banned abortion in Nebraska after 20 weeks, Flood said "we helped pave the
way for this landmark decision."
Later, during an interview in the Capitol Rotunda, Flood said he believes the court ruling can spark
decisions in the states that "create a culture of life," which includes support for prenatal care,
adequate nutrition and a determination to "make sure pregnant women have the support they
need." 
"Not in the last 50 years have Nebraskans had the opportunity to have such a discussion," Flood said.







"This begins a journey and we need to listen to both sides."
Flood recalled the political criticism he encountered in 2012 when he supported legislation that
included prenatal care benefits for illegal immigrants living in Nebraska.
"I chose the pro-life path," he said. "And I stand by that as part of a bigger discussion about providing
women the resources they need to be able to deliver a healthy child.
"My position is that life begins at conception," Flood said. "My pro-life record is clear. I believe the
state has an obligation to help children who may not be wanted."
Flood said he encourages a big voter turnout next week. 
Republicans hold a voter registration advantage over Democrats that tops 67,000 and have recorded
27 straight victories in the district, although it has been reshaped every decade to reflect changes
dictated by U.S. census figures.
Pansing Brooks said she is reaching out to moderate Republicans and independent voters, as well as
members of her own party.
Lincoln is the district's largest city and viewed in Nebraska's political terms as moderate, and it
presumably would need to be a key element in shaping a potential upset.
The district is composed of 10 counties and parts of two other counties and includes Bellevue,
Norfolk, Fremont and Columbus in addition to Lincoln.
By Don Walton
 


AP: Army Guard troops risk dismissal as vaccine deadline looms
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Up to 40,000 Army National Guard soldiers across the country — or about
13% of the force — have not yet gotten the mandated COVID-19 vaccine, and as the deadline for
shots looms, at least 14,000 of them have flatly refused and could be forced out of the service.
Guard soldiers have until Thursday to get the vaccine. According to data obtained by The Associated
Press, between 20% to 30% of the Guard soldiers in six states are not vaccinated, and more than
10% in 43 other states still need shots.
Guard leaders say states are doing all they can to encourage soldiers to get vaccinated by the time
limit. And they said they will work with the roughly 7,000 who have sought exemptions, which are
almost all for religious reasons.
“We’re going to give every soldier every opportunity to get vaccinated and continue their military
career. Every soldier that is pending an exemption, we will continue to support them through their
process,” said Lt. Gen. Jon Jensen, director of the Army National Guard, in an Associated Press
interview. “We’re not giving up on anybody until the separation paperwork is signed and completed.
There’s still time.”
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin last year ordered all service members — active-duty, National Guard
and Reserves — to get the vaccine, saying it is critical to maintaining the health and readiness of the
force. The military services had varying deadlines for their forces, and the Army National Guard was
given the longest amount of time to get the shots, mainly because it’s a large force of about 330,000
soldiers who are widely scattered around the country, many in remote locations.
The Army Guard’s vaccine percentage is the lowest among the U.S. military — with all the active-
duty Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps at 97% or greater and the Air Guard at about 94%. The
Army reported Friday that 90% of Army Reserve forces were partially or completely vaccinated.
The Pentagon has said that after June 30, Guard members won’t be paid by the federal government
when they are activated on federal status, which includes their monthly drill weekends and their
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two-week annual training period. Guard troops mobilized on federal status and assigned to the
southern border or on COVID-19 missions in various states also would have to be vaccinated or they
would not be allowed to participate or be paid.
To make it more complicated, however, Guard soldiers on state activate duty may not have to be
vaccinated — based on the requirements in their states. As long as they remain in state duty status,
they can be paid by the state and used for state missions.
At least seven governors formally asked Austin to reconsider or not enforce the vaccine mandate for
National Guard members, and some filed or signed on to lawsuits. In letters to the governors, Austin
declined, and said that the coronavirus “takes our service members out of the fight, temporarily or
permanently, and jeopardizes our ability to meet mission requirements.” He said Guard troops must
either get the vaccine or lose their Guard status.
Jensen and Maj. Gen. Jill Faris, director of the Guard’s office of the Joint Surgeon General, said they
are working with states adjutants general to get progress updates, including on the nearly 20,000
troops who are not flat refusals and haven’t submitted any type of exemption request. Some, they
said, may just be a lag in self-reporting, while others may still be undecided.
“Part of those undefined are our soldiers who say, well, I have until 30 June and so I’ll take till 30
June,” said Jensen.
Others may have promised to bring in vaccine paperwork, and haven’t done it yet. Still others are on
the books, but haven’t yet reported to basic training, so don’t have to be vaccinated until they get
there. It’s not clear how many are in each category.
Jensen acknowledged that if the current numbers hold, there are concerns about possible impact on
Guard readiness in the states, including whether it will affect any Guard units preparing to deploy.
“When you’re looking at, 40,000 soldiers that potentially are in that unvaccinated category,
absolutely there’s readiness implications on that and concerns associated with that,” said Jensen.
“That’s a significant chunk.”
Overall, according to the data obtained by the AP, about 85% of all Army Guard soldiers are fully
vaccinated. Officials said that if those with one shot are counted, 87% are at least partially
vaccinated.
Across the country, in all but one case, Guard soldiers are vaccinated at a higher rate that the
general population in their state. Only in New Jersey is the percentage of vaccinated Guard solders
very slightly lower than the state’s overall population, as of earlier this month when the data was
collected.
The three U.S. territories — Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico — and the District of Columbia, all
have more than 90% of their soldiers fully vaccinated. The highest percentage is in Hawaii, with
nearly 97%, while the lowest is Oklahoma, at just under 70%.
Guard leaders in the states have run special shot programs, and provided as much information as
possible to their forces in order to keep them on the job.
In Tennessee, they set up small teams in the east, west and central regions and did monthly events
providing vaccines to troops who wanted them. And every Wednesday, Guard members could make
appointments for shots in the middle Tennessee region, in Smyrna. In addition, in early June they
called in all soldiers who have so far refused the vaccine.
“We held a big, mass event,” said Army Guard Col. Keith Evans. “We had all of our medical providers
here. So if there were any questions to clear up, any misconceptions, any misinformation, we had all
of our our data and were able to provide them all the information.”
Evans, who is commander of his Army Guard’s medical readiness command, said they also had







recruiting and other leaders there who could explain what would happen if soldiers chose to not get
the shot and ended up leaving the Guard.
“We wanted to let them know what benefits they had earned because these are soldiers that had
had done their time, served their country,” said Evans.
Officials say they believe the information campaign has been working. Jensen said that about 1,500
soldiers a week around the country are moving into the vaccinated category. “We expect, as we
approach the deadline, that we’ll see some some larger growth.”
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Governor
OWH: Coronavirus restrictions will loosen next Monday in final four Nebraska counties
Govn’t Technology: Three States Renew COVID-19 Contracts, Despite Slow Ramp-up
Time: We Have a Cheap, Effective Way to Keep Ourselves Safer From COVID-19. Why Are We Fighting
About It?
 
Coronavirus
AP: Nebraska reports 18,899 coronavirus cases, 267 deaths
Scottsbluff SH: 19 new cases, 15 recoveries announced
LJS: 21 new coronavirus cases reported Monday in Lincoln
KLKN: More reported COVID-19 cases linked to bars than protests, officials say
OWH: Frost says Nebraska football is 'elbows deep' into plan to manage its way through pandemic
GII: Central District Health Department to move to Phase 3 Directed Health Measure on July 6
LJS: Nebraska faring better than nation during pandemic economic hit
 
State Capitol
Columbus Telegram: Foley visits Platte County Museum; museum sees increase in attendence
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Invasive emerald ash borer found in central Nebraska for first time
OWH: OPS board votes to move start of school year to Aug. 11, require masks for all
LJS: Nebraskans react to Supreme Court decision on abortion case
 
Opinion
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OWH: Terrie Jackson Miller: It's time to understand our society and change our norms
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Make it a public utility
2.       Information release was justified
3.       Great to see inspiring young people
4.       Justice for Poindexter
5.       Political correctness
6.       Fireworks put pets under stress


LJS Local View: It's a money game now
LJS Letters


1.       Counties know risks the best
2.       Governor risking public health
3.       Vote is about future of young
4.       Delegation not representing state


 
National/Federal
OWH: Nebraska GOP chairman: Party flyer targeting legislative candidate 'crossed the line'
Iowa Capital Dispatch: Nebraska and Iowa senators join flared-up fight over ethanol
 


OWH: Coronavirus restrictions will loosen next Monday in final four Nebraska counties
 
The four Nebraska counties that remain under tougher coronavirus restrictions than the rest of the state
will see their rules ease Monday.
Dakota, Hall, Hamilton and Merrick Counties will join the rest of the state under Phase 3 directed health
measures, which means they’ll be able to further open large gatherings, bars, restaurants, child care
centers and a number of other places.
Specifically, bars and restaurants will be able to go up to 100% of capacity, and people will be allowed to
sit at the bar.
Gyms, salons, barbershops and various parlors can go to 75% of occupancy.
Arenas, theaters, fairgrounds, festivals and stadiums can go up to 50% of rated occupancy indoors and
75% outdoors. Maximum attendance is not to exceed 10,000. Within that, groups can’t have more than
eight people, and groups are suggested to be 6 feet apart.
Hospitals and other health centers can schedule surgeries as they see fit. Child care centers can expand,
with limits.
Parades, carnivals, midways, dances, street dances and beer gardens remain prohibited.
Gov. Pete Ricketts has not determined when a move to Phase 4 of the health measures will begin, but
the state has provided a description of what that stage will include so that counties can begin planning.
Bars, restaurants, child care centers, churches, weddings, funerals, sports and many other gatherings
and businesses would be removed from the health measures, but recommendations would remain.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


Govn’t Technology: Three States Renew COVID-19 Contracts, Despite Slow Ramp-up
 
When state governments began calling for private-sector help in the fight against coronavirus earlier
this year, that call was met by a cadre of tech companies from Utah.
The affiliates of Silicon Slopes, a nonprofit that represents the state's tech start-up community, launched
a new public-private partnership to assist governments as they tackled challenges like test deployment,
virus-tracking and data collection.     
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The initiative was led by health-care vendor Nomi Health, marketing analytics firm Domo, and Qualtrics,
an online survey software company. Together, the companies had all been in talks to provide what they
called a unified "crisis response service" for state governments — a means for officials to augment and
extend testing efforts.
Josh Walker, co-founder and COO of Nomi, told Government Technology that his company saw an
opportunity to fill in the gaps where governments were struggling with the scale of COVID test
deployment and virus tracking. 
"A number of organizations in states were trying to determine what their response would be to [the]
coming pandemic, and you had fears that hospitals would be overrun," Walker said. "As we raised our
hand in Utah initially to help the state respond to the pandemic, it became very apparent that what was
missing around the U.S. was a body to bring together all those disparate point solutions that were
powerful in and of themselves but that needed to be knitted together to create a comprehensive
strategy and solution."  
The collaboration began in Utah, where the companies struck a deal with Gov. Gary Herbert's
administration to help launch TestUtah. The program offered a number of services, including a symptom
testing website and physical testing sites. While the services were initially offered for free, the
companies eventually expanded their services, signing around $11 million in contracts with the state. 
After this initial burst of success in Utah, the companies saw the opportunity to expand.
MORE STATES JOIN THE EFFORT
Advertising their services to other governments, the companies quickly garnered partnerships in
Nebraska and Iowa. Beset by the unpredictable virus and facing anxious constituencies, the
administrations in both states hurriedly used emergency buying powers to sign no-bid
contracts amounting to $27 million and $26 million, respectively. 
Under those contracts, the vendors promised to deliver an all-in-one solution to augment state and
municipal testing efforts: Qualtrics would deliver an accessible symptom checking website; Domo would
provide data sharing and analytics solutions to state officials; Nomi, meanwhile, would act as an overall
coordinator for the organizations and processes at play providing materials for pop-up test sites and
connecting vendors, state health agencies and public officials.
State administrations would staff and run the testing sites themselves. As Nebraska Gov. Pete
Ricketts explained during a press conference, the companies would "deliver the test kits and really kind
of make it a turnkey delivery for us with regard to machines, the test kits and all that sort of thing.
Though we will be here in the state of Nebraska managing that lab. It’ll be Nebraskans that are running
it. It’ll be Nebraskans who are running the test sites and so forth." 
"We became essentially what is the general contractor, the connective tissue, amongst a number of
solutions coming together to [produce] a comprehensive ... statewide COVID testing response-as-a-
service," said Walker, about Nomi's role in the projects. 
The companies appear to have positioned themselves to develop similar contracts nationwide with
Domo apparently registering similar website domains for all fifty states — TestFlorida.com and
TestTexas.com, for example. 
Yet, some say what followed in Utah, Iowa and Nebraska fell short of the ideal public-private
partnership, pointing to trouble ramping up to meet testing demand and questions over test accuracy.
Lawmakers in all three states asked administrations end the contracts. 
Now the company contracted to conduct the actual tests, Co-Diagnostics, is being sued by one of its
investors, which alleges that the company engaged in a "pump and dump" scheme to up their stock
price through exaggerated claims. 
The lawsuits claims that Co-Diagnostics announced in early May that its test was 100 percent accurate,
but that those claims were not accurate. The company has said that it doesn't agree with the allegations
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in the lawsuit, providing a statement to Government Technology that says the company “stands behind
the quality of our technology platform, and performance of our testing products. We intend to
vigorously defend this matter." 
A represenative for Nomi also defended the testing company, explaining in a statement that "despite
political chatter from senators, health experts and the FDA are all confident in Co-Diagnostics tests, and
there have now been more than four third-party validations of them. If the FDA were not, the test would
not be used."  
A LARGE-SCALE OPERATION   
The ambitions of these public-private partnerships were immense: to stand up large-scale testing
procedures in numerous communities across multiple states in a tight time frame, with immense public
pressure in the background.   
Adminstrations in Iowa and Nebraska have so far disregarded much of the criticism of the partnerships. 
Gov. Pete Ricketts' office in Nebraska could not be reached for comment for this article, but has
consistently defended its program. The office of Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, meanwhile, said in an email
to Government Technology that the program had significantly improved since its launch. 
In Utah, where these partnerships began, the longterm future of the program isn't totally clear. Local
news reports suggest that the partnership between the state and Nomi Health had been renewed as of
mid-June, but a spokesperson for the governor's office said the agreement is under review.
"The contract is under review to assess the effectiveness before renewing it," said Brooke Scheffler,
public information officer for the Utah Governor's Office, in a recent email. 
In May, suspicions about test accuracy cropped up when it was reported that TestUtah was returning an
unusually low rate of positive test results. This spurred various reviews of the program's testing process. 
Meanwhile, in Iowa, rollout of TestIowa was criticized for being slow to scale to the goal of 3,000 tests
per day that was established at the outset of the program.
Tricia Kitzmann, Community Health Division manager with Linn County Public Health, said in an email
that as of June 9, a total of 1,043 county residents had been tested through TestIowa. The test site in
Linn County, Iowa's second most populous county, has been operating since the beginning of May.  
Kitzmann also revealed that initially, many of the tests they received were inconclusive or showed
inconsistencies, though Kitzmann said that in the past few weeks things have improved.
"The data we are receiving now is much cleaner and [involves] very little duplications and inconclusive
tests," she said.
Nomi's Walker said that the test materials for the sites were provided by the company, but that the sites
were staffed and run by government agencies. The capacity to add 3,000 tests a day was a goal set by
state governments themselves, which Nomi's infrastructure was provided to accomodate, he said.  
"TestIowa is just one tool individuals can use to get a COVID-19 test," said Pat Garrett, spokesman for
Gov. Reynolds' office, in regards to criticism of its rollout. "That being said, we have significantly ramped
up testing and we now have TestIowa clinic sites, in addition to drive up sites."
In Nebraska, meanwhile, available testing options have irked disability rights groups for their lack of
accessibility, something several local Democrats have swiftly criticized the Republican governor for. That
particular criticism, however, also applies to many of the country's pop-up test sites, which require a car
and do not appear to be designed with disabled people in mind. 
"We've worked very hard to support the state in making sure that those who need and want access to
the program can get access to it," Walker said. "Ultimate decisions around how that's done, how that's
accomplished, is left up to the state, who is running and directing the program." 
Indeed, all three states recently decided to renew contracts to continue the programs, with Utah
extending through mid-July. The programs have definitively helped widen the scope of testing efforts;
governments are still expanding these efforts, too. In May, Iowa was able to nearly double its testing
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capacity, going from some 1,400 tests per day to a little over 3,000. It's not totally clear how much of
that was because of TestIowa, according to the Des Moines Register. 
"The uniqueness of the solution has really been a convergence of taking technology and applying it in
new ways to help states respond to a crisis," Walker said. "Through this process, the programs that
we've been able to stand up are now available to 8.3 million people across the state. We've done more
than a million assessments. We've tested through these programs more than 150,000 individuals. And
our average turn around time is about 40 hours." 
"From that perspective, it's been wonderful to be a part of the state's response efforts on a big level,"
he added. 
By Lucas Ropek
 


Time: We Have a Cheap, Effective Way to Keep Ourselves Safer From COVID-19. Why Are
We Fighting About It?
 
At long last, we have made a truly game-changing scientific breakthrough in preventing the spread of
COVID-19. The impact of this breakthrough seems almost too good to be true.
We have found a disease control tool that, when used properly, can dramatically reduce the person-to-
person transmission of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. Studies have shown that this tool
could reduce transmission by somewhere between 50% and 85%. The tool is cheap and remarkably low-
tech. You can even make one at home. It has no significant side effects. And with each passing day, the
scientific research showing the tool’s effectiveness gets stronger and stronger.
If this tool were a vaccine or medicine, we’d be high-fiving each other and popping the champagne,
knowing we’d discovered a crucial means to help prevent the spread of the pandemic.
I’m talking, of course, about face masks—cloth, surgical, or even a bandanna. Face masks block the
spread of respiratory droplets that can carry the novel coronavirus. But just as with so many other
aspects of the response to COVID-19—including mass testing, contact tracing, and the early use of stay-
at-home orders—the U.S. is once again squandering this opportunity.
In many countries that have so far successfully controlled their COVID-19 epidemics, public health
leaders, politicians, and the public have fully embraced the use of face masks with no hint of
controversy. A recent study found that countries where masks were widely used soon after their COVID-
19 outbreak began were more likely to keep their death rates low and to have a shorter outbreak.
Countries like Hong Kong, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam that quickly adopted masking,
along with other control measures such as social distancing and track and trace, have reported fewer
than 6 deaths per million residents as a result of COVID-19.
Yet in the U.S., where the death rate from COVID-19 is now 379 per million people, face masks have
been weaponized for partisan purposes. Taking their cues from President Trump, who has refused to
appear on camera wearing a face mask and has said that Americans who wear masks are doing so to
show their disapproval of him, many of his supporters now see wearing a face mask as an affront to
personal liberty. According to the Washington Post, Republican leaders “are less likely to mandate them,
and Republican voters are more likely to forgo, and even scorn, them.” Health officials who have
promoted mask mandates have quit their jobs after receiving death threats.
As a result of this alarming polarization, only 18 states and the District of Columbia are mandating face
masks in public across the whole state. Only two—Massachusetts and Maryland—have Republican
governors. Meanwhile, many Republican-led states are actively trying to subvert local measures.
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has gone so far as to say he will withhold federal coronavirus relief
funds from local governments if they try and mandate mask use in their places of work.
Rejecting face masks inevitably means embracing more COVID-19 cases and deaths. One
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U.S. study found that states with a mandate had a more rapid decline in daily growth rates of COVID-19
and estimated that mask use prevented up to 450,000 cases of COVID-19 by May 22, 2020. And while
researchers at the University of Washington now predict that the U.S. could reach 180,000 COVID-19
deaths by October, they say we could prevent 33,000 of these deaths—more than half of the new
deaths the model projects—if at least 95% of people wear a mask.
That’s right. We can avert the deaths of 33,000 of our parents, grandparents, siblings, co-workers,
teachers, bus drivers, mail carriers, nurses and store and factory workers by just sticking a one-dollar
piece of cloth over our noses and mouths.
So what’s stopping us? One problem is the “me first” culture in the U.S., in which anti-maskers claim
that their right to go around unmasked in public matters more than saving lives. What they don’t seem
to get is that while masks may protect the wearer, the more important reason for wearing them is
to protect others. If you are infected but don’t know it—because you have no symptoms
(“asymptomatic infection”) or the symptoms have not yet appeared (“pre-symptomatic infection”)—a
mask reduces the risk that you will spread the virus to others around you.
What’s more, the higher the proportion of people who wear masks, the lower the risk that the
coronavirus will spread through the community, akin to herd immunity after vaccination. Once a certain
percentage of people, known as a “herd,” is vaccinated (e.g. 95% in the case of measles vaccine), then
the unvaccinated people also become protected. Similarly, mass masking provides benefits across a
whole community.
This is why it is so important for governments to issue and enforce mask mandates. Not surprisingly,
the rate of mask use is much higher in states with mandates. The highest rates of mask use (60%-70%)
are in the Northeast—Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, all of which have
statewide mandates. The lowest rates (under 10%) are in Arizona, Indiana and Tennessee, none of
which have state mandates.
COVID-19 cases are on the rise in again 31 states—and growing exponentially in crisis states like Arizona,
Texas, and Florida that acted much too quickly to reopen businesses. The only way to control the
dramatic rise in these “humanitarian catastrophe” states will be to reinstate full lockdowns and
mandatory social distancing. Mass masking isn’t the way to end a huge surge in COVID-19. Instead, it is
one of the ways that we can help avoid repeated cycles of lockdown and release. There is plenty of
evidence from countries around the world that widespread mask wearing—in combination with 2
meters of social distancing, handwashing, and track and trace testing—will allow us to more safely do
the things we so desperately want and need to do: go back to work, reopen schools, see friends and
family, and restart our economy.
But to have any success, we need to reframe and depoliticize the wearing of face masks. I have been
encouraged to see some Republicans—including Mitch McConnell, Marco Rubio, Arnold
Schwarzenegger and even Dick Cheney—publicly endorse the importance of wearing masks. That
support needs to gain steam in state legislatures and governor’s offices. Leaders further need to
strongly and publicly condemn the fringe who are spreading misinformation about masks and openly
flouting public health guidelines.
Wearing a face mask is not is sign of weakness. It is an act of solidarity, an expression that all of us—
Democrats, Republicans and Independents—have a role to play in defeating one of the greatest public
health challenges we have faced in our lifetimes.
By Gavin Yamey
 


AP: Nebraska reports 18,899 coronavirus cases, 267 deaths
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska health officials say the number of reported coronavirus cases in the
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state is approaching 19,000.
As of Monday, the state reported 18,899 cases of COVID-19, according to the Nebraska’s online
coronavirus tracker. That is an increase of 375 cases since Friday evening.
The number of deaths linked to the coronavirus outbreak in the state increased by 1 to 267 between
Friday and Monday.
More than two-thirds of the coronavirus cases reported in the state are in five Nebraska counties:
Douglas, Dakota, Lancaster, Hall and Sarpy counties. Each of those counties has reported more than
1,000 cases.
The state said that 41% of Nebraska’s hospital beds, 49% of its intensive care beds and 79% of its
ventilators remained available Monday.
For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough, that
clear up in two to three weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness.
Out of the 18,899 cases of coronavirus in the state, 13,322 people have recovered.
 


Scottsbluff SH: 19 new cases, 15 recoveries announced
 
The Panhandle Public Health District added 19 COVID-19 cases to its total over the weekend.
During a Unified Command briefing on Monday, Scotts Bluff County Health Director Paulette Schnell said
one new case was confirmed in Cheyenne County, two in Sheridan County, five in Scotts Bluff County
and 11 in Morrill County.
Investigations are still underway in the cases of a Cheyenne County woman and a Sheridan County
woman both in their 20s, as well as a woman in her 30s and one in her 40s in Morrill County. Two
Morrill County cases, a man in his 60s and one in his 70s are also under investigation.
The remaining Sheridan County case, a woman in her 50s, was determined to be a close contact along
with two Morrill County women in their 50s and a teen boy. Scotts Bluff County also had several cases
that were determined to be close contacts, which means an individual was less than six feet away
another person with COVID-19 for 15 minutes or more. Those cases include two women in their 20s,
one in her 30s, and a man in his 40s.
The rest of the cases were community spread and included a woman in her 30s in Scotts Bluff County,
and, in Morrill County, a woman in her 50s and a man in his 20s, one in his 30s and one in his 40s.
PPHD director Kim Engel said there is concern about the rise in community spread cases, which can’t be
traced back to a specific person.
“I wasn’t the one investigating the cases,” Engel said of those in Morrill county. “I know some of them
spread from an event. Many are community spread and we can’t figure out the cause … we’re puzzled
with this one.”
The Camp Clarke Stampede Rodeo, a Morrill County tradition, is still set to go ahead this week.
“We went through many different methods on how to have a safe event,” Engel said. “Spectators will be
asked to sit in groups of eight or less, and six feet apart.”
There will be other changes, she said, but the rodeo is set to take place.
Three Morrill County cases and 12 from Scotts Bluff County were moved from active to recovered. A
total of 298 positives have been reported in the Panhandle Public Health District since March 2. Of
those, 185 have recovered and 110 remain active.
There have been a total of 33 hospitalizations, with four currently hospitalized. Three elderly Panhandle
residents have died as a result of COVID-19.
During the briefing, members of Unified Command shared information about assistance available
through the Community Cares Program, which offers direct assistance to charitable and provider
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organizations who have experienced loss or an increase in expenses.
Three grants are available. The first will be for 501c3 organizations and select provider organizations
who are licensed in the state and will consist of a $12,000 onetime payment. The applications for this
grant are open from now until July 6 and awardees will be notified by July 15.
The second grant will be a more traditional grant, and will include behavioral health regional authorities
and other behavioral health entities. This is a competitive grant and awards will range between $50,000
and $2 million. Applications will be accepted from July 1-8 and will be evaluated by the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services. Awards will be announced around July 15.
The third will be a one-time payment of $250 for in-home childcare providers, $500 for childcare
centers and $500 for houses of worship to be used for PPE and cleaning supplies. Applications will be
accepted July 6-12 and awards will be announced July 20.
Information and guidelines are available at https://bit.ly/NECOMCARES.
Officials are also reminding individuals and businesses to take precautions and follow quarantine
guidelines. Anyone determined to be a close contact must quarantine for 14 days even if they test
negative. This means monitoring symptoms, staying home and away from others, and contacting a
health care provider.
The public is also encouraged to continue wearing masks and practicing social distancing.
“Until we get a vaccine, I think our lives will have to adjust to this new normal,” Engel said.
By Kamie Stephen
 


LJS: 21 new coronavirus cases reported Monday in Lincoln
 
Lancaster County reported 21 new cases of COVID-19 on Monday, as concern grows over the increase in
cases among people under 40 years old. 
At the beginning of May, people under 40 accounted for 40% of confirmed coronavirus cases, said
interim Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director Pat Lopez during a news conference
Monday. The 40-and-under age group now accounts for 65% of all cases, she said.
Lancaster County has had a total of 1,718 cases. The number of recoveries is up from 547 on Friday to
599. The local death toll remained at 12. 
Bryan Health continues to see a steady decline in the number of patients in its hospitals with COVID-19.
The health system said Monday that only four people with the virus were hospitalized, and only one
patient was on a ventilator.
That's the lowest number of ventilated patients since April 13 and the lowest number of overall patients
since April 19.
Lincoln has seen a steady decline in coronavirus cases, with only 87 last week, the first time in two
months weekly cases were below 100.
People should strongly reconsider out-of-state summer travel plans, as many states,  including
California, Arizona, Texas and Florida, are seeing record highs of new cases, Lopez said.
As the Fourth of July approaches, people should avoid large gatherings, maintain social distancing and
keep hand sanitizer on hand during any "pandemic celebrations," Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said during
the news conference. 
"You can think about it this way," Gaylor Baird said. "You can best celebrate our nation on its birthday by
protecting yourself and others."
Test Nebraska will be at North Star High School from 8 a.m. to noon and 1-5 p.m. on Wednesday and
Thursday. Testing is open to all Lancaster County residents by appointment only.
By Sofia Saric
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KLKN: More reported COVID-19 cases linked to bars than protests, officials say
 
More people who tested positive for COVID-19 in Lancaster County in the past month reported going to
bars than attending protests, health officials said Monday.
Pat Lopez, Interim Director of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, said the surge in people
under 40 testing positive in recent weeks is concerning.
Lopez reiterated statistics presented last Friday, which showed 293 of the 452 (about 65%) reported
cases in June have been people in that age range. Last week, that number rose to 73%, with 25% of the
cases being people under the age of 20, she said.
Channel 8 Eyewitness News asked if recent protests, which in some cases drew hundreds of people,
contributed to the increased number.
Lopez said contact tracers have had few reports of people who said they attended protests.
“In general, people are pretty open about where they’ve been and where they’ve been exposed,” she
said. “We haven’t had – very rarely – anyone who participated in a protest.”
Many of the cases have come from people who went to bars, social gatherings, camping or participated
in team sports without masks, Lopez said. Bars have been the most common, she said.
Bars have been linked to increased case numbers in several states. In Texas, Gov. Greg Abbott’s
announced that bars would again be shuttered, a day after the state reported a record high of nearly
6,000 confirmed cases. Some Iowa bars and other businesses are voluntarily closing their doors amid an
increase in confirmed coronavirus cases. Florida banned alcohol consumption at its bars Friday as its
daily confirmed coronavirus cases neared 9,000, a new record that is almost double the previous mark
set just two days ago.
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird announced 21 new cases on Monday, bringing the community total to 1,718.
Overall, the area has seen the average number weekly cases drop to an average of 17 new cases per
day. The overall positivity rate dropped from 6.6% to 6.5% – well below the state rate of 10.8%.
Hospitalizations for COVID-19 also saw new lows, with only 12 patients (7 from Lancaster County) in
Lincoln hospitals. Two of the patients were on ventilators.
Reported recoveries increased from 547 on Friday to 599 on Monday.
 All Lancaster County residents, regardless of whether they have symptoms, can get tested through Test
Nebraska.
Lopez stressed the importance of young people to get tested, even if they may not be experiencing
symptoms or a serious reaction to the virus.
“It is critical especially as they’re out more and in large gatherings,” she said.
Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, shortness of breath, repeated shaking with chills, repeated
muscle pain, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell.
You can begin the process of getting tested with a free online risk assessment available at
BryanHealth.com and CHIHealth.com.  Testing is by appointment only. Bryan Health offers drive-through
testing at LifePointe, 7501 S. 27th Street.  CHI Health St. Elizabeth offers drive-through testing site at
North Star High School, 5801 N. 33rd Street.
Test Nebraska will be at Lincoln at North Star High School, 5801 N. 33rd St., 8 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, July 1-2.  Testing is by appointment only.  Begin the process with a free
online risk assessment at TestNebraska.com.
LLCHD will host a free testing event from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 30 for minority residents and
those for whom English is a second language.  Testing will be done on the south side of the building in
the parking lot next to Woods Park.  Residents do not need to have symptoms to be tested.  Registration
is required and appointments can be made by calling 402-441-8006.
By Brent BonFleur
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OWH: Frost says Nebraska football is 'elbows deep' into plan to manage its way through
pandemic
 
LINCOLN — Adrian Martinez was supposed to fly back to Nebraska out of Los Angeles International
Airport. But the medical experts being used by Nebraska’s football program suggested an airport with
less traffic. So Martinez flew out from a different spot.
This was late March, near the first peak of the coronavirus pandemic, and while Martinez was voluntarily
choosing to return to Lincoln and NU’s campus, the Husker brass — led by coach Scott Frost and his
chief of staff, Gerrod Lambrecht — had already planned, and begun to enact, a way for Martinez to
come back safely without putting himself, or the community, in danger.
Martinez flew in and was directed to move quickly through the airport — no bathroom break, touching
nothing — to a waiting car that had already been equipped with a divider. From there, he was driven to
his home, where Martinez waited until April 3, when Nebraska first administered COVID-19 tests to a
core group. Other athletes flying in from out of state were taken to a suite-style dorm on campus and
given a room number with a key taped to the door.
Since then, NU has tested more than 250 student-athletes and staff several times. Eight have tested
positive, two of whom are in other sports.
Of the six connected to the football program, three — two players and a coach — tested positive upon
their arrival. Just three players, over nearly three months, tested positive based on community spread
after their arrival.
None of the football players, Frost said, have had symptoms beyond a sore throat, a one-day fever spike
or a two-day loss of taste and smell. One player who tested positive, Frost said, was asymptomatic.
Frost said Nebraska had never made a firm decision not to release case numbers, and the decision to
announce them Monday was not related to a World-Herald story last week covering their lack of
release. Other schools such as Clemson, Kansas State, Oklahoma State and Iowa have been reporting
positive tests, but roughly half of FBS schools, according to an Associated Press survey, have declined.
“We’ve been elbows deep in this situation for a long time,” Frost said in a scout room nestled on the
second floor of Memorial Stadium. “As other schools decided to release that information, we’ve been
talking for a month (about) doing an interview like this because we want Nebraskans to feel like we did
this in a safe way.”
Nebraska’s positive test cases are nowhere near the spikes seen at Clemson (37 positives) or Kansas
State, which suspended voluntary workouts for 14 days after 14 players tested positive. While other
schools brought back many of their players in a short time frame, Nebraska stretched out its return in
waves, starting with the core group in late March. The final wave — mostly walk-ons — won’t arrive
until mid-July.
Frost credited Lambrecht, associate director of football operations Andrew Sims, nutrition guru Dave
Ellis, strength coach Zach Duval, head trainer Mark Mayer, NU’s administrative leaders and two
University of Nebraska Medical Center experts — Dr. Steven Hinrichs and Dr. Scott Koepsell — for their
help in administering the plan.
Lambrecht typed up a document full of suggestions, pointers and potential pitfalls that was distributed
to the rest of the Big Ten. Nebraska doesn’t know, to what extent, its plan has been followed by other
schools.
Frost just knows the plan has been “efficient” for Nebraska. Lambrecht said it was “obvious” that most
players would return to Nebraska at some point over the summer regardless of what they were told.
“So the idea that it was managed in a way that protected Nebraska and protected Lincoln was of
paramount concern,” Lambrecht said, adding that the safety of the players was equally important.







NU’s staff talks to players repeatedly about their social behavior and the “best, safest, smartest way to
conduct themselves,” Lambrecht said. When players returned to the state, they were placed in
categories of driving and flying back into the state. If players drove into Nebraska from the north, east or
south, Lambrecht said, they were generally asked to fill up their gas tanks before reaching the state line.
Driving in from the west, Colorado for instance, was the occasional exception because of the distance.
In their quarantine suites, players had a balcony for fresh air, but they were asked not to leave their
rooms. Sims would load up his car with supplies at least once a day — food from Ellis’ grab-and-go
system, toiletries, disinfectant — and deliver them to the front doors of the suites for players to collect.
At the outset of the pandemic in March, tests from UNMC were in shorter supply and it took three or
four days to receive results, which meant longer quarantines. The longest quarantine, Lambrecht said,
was 27 days, involving a player who tested positive upon arrival. Nebraska coaches used FaceTime chats
with players dealing with cabin fever.
This approach, spread over late spring and early summer, stands in contrast to most schools, including
some in the Big Ten and Oklahoma, which will not bring back the bulk of its team until this week as
coronavirus cases spike all over the South and West. Husker football players who live in states like Texas,
Arizona, Georgia and Alabama — which combined for more than 10,000 positive tests on Monday — are
by and large already back in Lincoln, which reported just 16 positive cases Monday.
Frost said he doesn’t want to critique other schools’ plans but said college football lacks a uniform
approach to testing and managing the safety and well-being of players. Every conference, university
president, athletic director and coach may have their own perspective, and the pendulum on whether a
season can be played or not swings back and forth with regularity. There is not yet a protocol on how
teams will test, and then isolate, players once the season begins, and because the U.S. is so vast, a
“blanket approach,” Frost said, may not be best.
And while testing is important, Frost said, he laid out a practical scenario in which it becomes clear that
an attitude shift related to the virus may be more important than testing.
“If you try to peel back the onion of thinking that testing is going to keep everyone from getting this,
you’re lying to yourself,” Frost said.
Based on UNMC expertise, Frost said, the incubation period for the virus is 72 hours before a person
would test positive, and it takes 24 hours to get back test results. So if Nebraska tested its players on
Wednesday of a game week, the school would know who might have contracted the virus the weekend
prior.
“But if they got it on a Monday or Tuesday, it’s not going to come up positive,” Frost said. “They’re still
going to class Thursday, they’re going to class Friday morning, and if you have an away game, they’re
going to be around bus drivers, flight attendants, hotel people preparing food. To think that testing is
going to keep our kids safe is probably a very flawed way of looking at it. We’ve gotten to the point —
not our decision, but advice from experts — that the ones we need to be worried about in regards to
the age group of people we’re working with, young, healthy kids, is that we need to focus on kids who
are symptomatic.”
Sore throats. Fever spikes. Shortness of breath. Identify and isolate those players, Frost said. And
Nebraska said it will be “very attentive” toward players with risk factors like sickle-cell trait or asthma.
“If we don’t get there, where we’re able to just play football and take care of kids who are symptomatic
— pull them, isolate them, isolate people in direct contact with them and let everybody else go — I
think football’s unlikely.”
The mindset surrounding the virus, Frost said, has to change. And there has to be consideration for
whether athletes will contract COVID-19 regardless of whether they play football.
“I think that’s an important point,” Frost said. “Whether our kids are playing football games or not, or
whether our kids are practicing football or not, they’re at just as high risk — or even a higher risk — of







getting it without that structure. That’s another reason we allowed kids to come back — because of the
structure and things to do.”
The clock ticks toward the season. Starting July 13, the NCAA will allow coach-supervised workouts. On
July 24, the NCAA allows a mini-camp structure in which coaches can work with players 20 hours a week.
By then, the sport will either have turned the corner toward a normal season or not.
Nebraska spends much of its time chewing on contingency plans. Frost quipped that “0%” of Big Ten
coaches would be in favor of an all-league schedule, but the possibility has been floated. As far as NU
knows, all three of its nonconference opponents — Central Michigan, South Dakota State and Cincinnati
— plan on playing this season. The Huskers have contracts — which generally do not include out clauses
for pandemics — that they want to honor.
Frost, and his staff, are all-in.
“We’re fighting the fight,” he said.
By Sam McKewon
 


GII: Central District Health Department to move to Phase 3 Directed Health Measure on July
6
 
The Central District Health Department will move to a Phase 3 Directed Health Measure on July 6.
In a news release Monday evening, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services said
counties in CDHD’s service area — Hall, Hamilton and Merrick — and Dakota County will all move to
Phase 3 to align with other counties in Nebraska that are, and will remain in, Phase 3.
Under Phase 3, bars and restaurants can be open at 100% capacity. Self-service buffets and salad bars
are prohibited. Indoor gatherings will be limited to 50% of rated occupancy not to exceed 10,000, while
outdoor gatherings will be limited to 75% of rated occupancy not to exceed 10,000.
Wedding and funerals are allowed, with dances at the former being allowed in a limited capacity.
An outline of Phase 3 DHMs is available at http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Directed-Health-
Measures.aspx.
 


LJS: Nebraska faring better than nation during pandemic economic hit
 
While recovery from the economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic is likely to be a multi-year
journey nationally, Nebraska appears positioned to begin a strong recovery in terms of non-farm income
as early as next year.
That was the message delivered Monday during an OpenSky Policy Institute webinar on the national,
state and local impact of the pandemic.
Speaking in national terms, Matt Fiedler, a fellow with the Brookings Institute, said "there's a very real
possibility that recovery will take a very long time."
"We're in uncharted territory," Fiedler said, with "large budget shortfalls ahead" that could possibly last
into fiscal 2023.
"Nebraska has been less hard-hit by this recession" than the nation has been, said Eric Thompson,
director of the University of Nebraska Bureau of Business Research.
It's possible that Nebraska may be back to pre-pandemic employment levels by the middle of 2021, he
said, and the state may be in position to "return to normal growth" in 2022.
Thompson is forecasting "a strong recovery in 2021 in terms of non-farm income."
Brandon Kauffman, director of finance for the city of Lincoln, said reacting to the loss of local tax
revenue "has been a struggle, especially (due to) the city's reliance on sales tax revenue."
Lying ahead is the possibility of another big economic hit in terms of city revenue if the University of
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Nebraska's football season is canceled along with other Husker sports, he said in answer to a question.
"There are so many unknowns," Kauffman said. "We are very cautious."
Renee Fry, executive director of OpenSky, said the webinar, which attracted 135 participants online, was
designed to explore the economic impact of the pandemic in advance of the return of the Legislature on
July 20.
One of the key challenges awaiting state senators, who suspended their 2020 legislative session in
March as the coronavirus spread across the nation, will be adjusting the state budget in view of
declining revenue.
"Nebraska seems to be doing better than the rest of the country," Fry noted in launching the webinar,
but she said that's accompanied by a lot of uncertainty.
But the nation faces the prospect of "a very deep recession," Fiedler, the Brookings fellow, said a few
minutes later. 
By Don Walton
 


Columbus Telegram: Foley visits Platte County Museum; museum sees increase in
attendence
 
Nebraska Lt. Gov. Mike Foley toured the Platte County Museum Monday morning to promote the
Nebraska Passport Program.
“I think a lot of Nebraskans are traveling within the state,” Foley said, noting that there are sites and
attractions that residents can visit “safely within their own backyard.”
In the Passport Program, a list of attractions is provided that guests can visit to receive a stamp in their
“passport.” There’s a virtual version that allows participates to digitally check-in and take a selfie at the
establishment.
The sites and attractions featured in the program vary every year. This year, the Platte County Museum
is the only attraction listed for Columbus. The museum was last in the Passport Program in 2014.
Members of the Platte County Historical Society and Museum Board of Directors accompanied Foley on
a tour of the museum, which included the west building with various exhibits, the 1857 Gottschalk Log
Cabin and the Third Ward/Lincoln School building.
Foley asked what the museum’s biggest exhibition is, which some said is the log cabin.
Mike Siedlik, president of the Platte County Historical Society and Museum, noted that the log cabin,
which boasts original furnishings, had been transported to the museum with the building it’s located in
being built around the cabin.
The cabin is also a feature that takes visitors by surprise, along with a 1913 Indian Motorcycle.
“There are a lot of interesting things in the museum that people don’t even know about,” Siedlik said
after the tour.
The Third Ward building boasts an authentic turn-of-the-century barbershop and pianos and wooden
shoes crafted in the area back then. Siedlik noted that shoes were created for steelworkers so they
could safely walk on embers and special sandals made for military men to keep their feet safe during the
war.
According to Siedlik, the majority of the items the museum displays are donated to them.
Officials at the museum say that the program has already significantly impacted attendance at the
facility in the first month of the program.
Cheri Schrader, executive director of the museum, said that as of Monday morning, 270 people had
visited the facility due to the Nebraska Passport Program. This does not include the number of those
visiting who utilized the Passport Program app.
“It has increased our attendance,” Schrader said. “Some days, 20 people will come by. On a regular







summer day, that doesn’t happen.”
Treasurer Rich Aerni noted that most visitors don’t realize how much the Platte County Museum is,
which can be good for them as families will often come back to visit the areas they didn’t get to before.
The Nebraska Passport Program runs until Oct. 31.
By Hannah Schrodt
 


OWH: Invasive emerald ash borer found in central Nebraska for first time
 
The emerald ash borer, an invasive insect expected to wipe out most ash trees, has been found in
central Nebraska.
The insect was found along a street in Kearney by the local parks department, and the discovery was
confirmed by the Nebraska and U.S. Departments of Agriculture.
This is the first Nebraska discovery outside the eastern portion of the state, according to a press release
from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture.
The insect, native to Asia, was first found in Omaha in 2016 and since then several eastern Nebraska
counties have been placed under quarantine for the movement of ash trees and wood.
Steve Wellman, director of the Nebraska Department of Agriculture, said it's inevitable the insect will
continue to spread.
Infestations are devastating because ash trees make up a sizable percentage of the natural and urban
forest. When they die, the trees become brittle and pose a significant hazard to property and public
safety. Cities are proactively removing ash trees.
The borer is a small, metallic-green beetle that is about half an inch long. Its larvae tunnel under the
bark of ash trees and effectively starve the tree of water and nutrients. Thinning and dying branches at
the top of ash trees are a symptom.
Cass, Dodge, Douglas, Lancaster, Otoe, Sarpy, Saunders and Washington Counties are under quarantine,
which means saplings from that area can't be sold or moved elsewhere. The movement of firewood,
mulch and other ash products is restricted. With the help of citizens, Nebraska can slow the spread of
the borer, Wellman said.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: OPS board votes to move start of school year to Aug. 11, require masks for all
 
The Omaha Public Schools board pushed the first day of school up a week and will require that all
students and staff wear masks.
The school board met on Monday night and approved changing the 2020-21 school calendar. School will
now start on Aug. 11. Winter break also has been extended by one week.
The school board voted 9-0 to approve a resolution requiring anyone engaging in any activity on district
property to wear a mask when other people are present. Bandanas are prohibited.
Exceptions would be made when people are eating, drinking, with members of their household in a
separate space or participating in athletic activities with proper social and physical distancing.
The board had already approved the purchase of more than 360,000 cloth masks for students and staff.
The bulk of the discussion on Monday night centered on the district’s plan to return to school this fall.
Last week, OPS unveiled a fall reopening plan that would divide students into two groups who would
each attend school in person part of the week.
Students would be divided into two groups based on the first letter of their last names.
Students whose names start with A through K would attend every Monday and Tuesday. Those starting
with L through Z would attend every Thursday and Friday. Wednesdays would alternate between the
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groups.
The plan would be for all grades across the district. The school board is not scheduled to vote on the
plan, which was instead determined by district leadership.
Nearly two dozen parents, teachers and students spoke during the public comment portion of Monday
night’s meeting.
Some parents complained that the survey sent out by the district did not mention the two-group plan as
an option. Others wondered how working parents will juggle child care and remote learning for part of
the week.
Mark Meisenbach, an OPS parent, said he doesn’t understand why other districts in the state and
bordering schools in the metro area can fully reopen schools but OPS cannot.
Superintendent Cheryl Logan said OPS has had crowded classrooms for many years, especially in South
Omaha, and to reopen schools in those crowded conditions would put too many people at risk.
“None of us want to be in this position right now,” Logan said. “We all want to have our students back
100% of the time.”
If conditions improve, Logan said she would be the first person championing getting students back in
school five days a week.
Students in several special education programs will go to school every day, including all classrooms at JP
Lord School.
Kate Wigg, an OPS teacher and parent, told the board that she’s incredibly scared but excited to see her
students. She said the plan is the best possible option to help kids.
The board meeting on Monday night was the first time parents, teachers and school board members
could publicly ask district officials about the plan.
Robert Miller, president of the Omaha Education Association, said the return-to-school plan was shared
with OPS staff at 4 p.m. on Friday. Teachers have many questions about what the return will look like,
but Miller said he can’t answer them because teachers were not part of the planning or discussions.
“OPS has a dedicated staff who are willing to do what is needed,” Miller said. “They want to see their
students in person and they understand the need for normalcy, but at what cost? It very well could be at
the cost of staff and students’ health.”
The Douglas County Republican Party said Monday that it opposes the district’s plan, saying it “puts a lot
of stress on working parents and disproportionately hurts kids from underprivileged families.”
Other metro area school districts this week began revealing their plans or the dates when more details
would be released.
The Westside Community Schools announced Monday that the district will open up for all students in
August with safety and social distancing measures in place.
The current plan is to have all Westside students attend school every day. The district has a backup plan
that would divide the students into two groups and have them attend school on different days of the
week.
By Emily Nitcher
 


LJS: Nebraskans react to Supreme Court decision on abortion case
 
Nebraska civil rights organizations Monday applauded a U.S. Supreme Court decision to overturn a
Louisiana law that would have struck a major blow against abortion rights.
Meanwhile, several anti-abortion groups and politicians said the latest ruling further eroded faith in the
nation's highest court's ability to rule with impartiality.
The case stemmed from a 2014 Louisiana law requiring doctors at abortion clinics to have admitting
privileges at nearby hospitals, which opponents said created unreasonable barriers for women to access
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abortions, and forced all but one abortion clinic in Louisiana to close.
Similar legislation enacted in Texas was overturned by the Supreme Court in 2016, when then-Justice
Anthony Kennedy sided with the court's four liberals to rule the law's requirement had no medical
benefit.
On Monday, Chief Justice John Roberts was the swing vote in the 5-4 decision, writing that legal doctrine
requires the court to treat like cases alike barring any special circumstances.
"The Louisiana law imposes a burden on access to abortion just as severe as that imposed by the Texas
law, for the same reasons," Roberts wrote in a concurring opinion. "Therefore, Louisiana's law cannot
stand under our precedents."
Abortion opponents, including Nebraska Sen. Ben Sasse, a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
called Monday's decision the result of "bad lawyering."
"If the court cares about preserving its legitimacy as a non-political institution, then it shouldn't make
decisions based on how its judgments will be perceived politically," Sasse said in a statement. "The
problem with today's decision is absolutely terrible jurisprudence."
The Nebraska Family Alliance said the decision to uphold the Louisiana law at the center of the June
Medical Services v. Russo case "weakens the public's confidence in an impartial justice system and the
rule of law."
"Abortion harms women and ends the life of an innocent human being," said Karen Bowling, Nebraska
Family Alliance's executive director. "Instead of protecting mothers and their babies, the court's decision
allows abortion clinics to skirt around common-sense health and safety regulations."
Bowling said Nebraska Family Alliance "will never quit working to build a culture of life and protect the
most vulnerable in our state."
The Nebraska Catholic Conference said the decision gives a privileged status to abortion clinics that it
says profit from abortion while escaping liability for injury done to mothers.
"(Monday's) Supreme Court decision ... further entrenches the abortion industry's unique and
undeserved privilege of non-accountability to the law and those they injure," said Marion Miner, an
associate director for the Catholic Conference.
And Nebraska Right to Life called the decision "an affront to unborn babies and their mothers."
"(The ruling) further solidifies the idea that abortion facilities do not have to meet common-sense
standards of other medical entities," executive director Julie Schmit-Albin said. "That is a sad
commentary on the protection afforded abortionists who are performing invasive medical and chemical
procedures."
The ACLU of Nebraska, on the other hand, lauded the decision as affirming longstanding precedent
protecting the right for women to seek abortions without undue burdens placed on them by the
government.
"Like any deeply personal medical situation, decisions about abortion care belong to patients and their
physicians — not politicians," said Scout Richters, ACLU of Nebraska's legal and policy counsel. "Instead
of trying to push care out of reach, state lawmakers should be working together to expand access to
quality, affordable reproductive health care, including abortion, contraception, prenatal care and
preventative screenings."
Richters said individuals have a right to make health care decisions that are the best for themselves and
their families.
The civil rights group noted that since the Supreme Court recognized the constitutional right to abortion
in Roe v. Wade, Nebraska had enacted several laws that restrict access to the procedure, while still
other abortion-related legislation remains before the Legislature.
In the final days of the 90-day session last year, lawmakers passed a measure (LB209) from Sen. Joni
Albrecht of Thurston requiring the state Department of Health and Human Services to provide women







information on how to reverse a medication abortion.
Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt introduced a bill (LB872) early in the 2020 session to repeal the law, pointing
to a scientific study that showed the so-called abortion reversal regimen was potentially dangerous to a
woman's health.
That bill failed to advance out of the Judiciary Committee, however.
Another bill (LB814), introduced by Lincoln Sen. Suzanne Geist, prohibiting dismemberment abortions
on a live fetus, also failed to advance from committee, but Geist filed a motion to move her priority
legislation to the full Legislature for debate.
Her motion was filed March 11, shortly before the Legislature recessed because of the coronavirus.
Lawmakers are scheduled to reconvene July 20.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Terrie Jackson Miller: It's time to understand our society and change our norms
 
As our country is engaged in a national discussion about race, history and justice, The World-Herald is
providing space in our normal editorial space for commentary from the local black community. Terrie
Jackson Miller is an adjunct professor in the Department of Black Studies at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha.
As a black studies professor at a local university, on the first day of class I introduce four things:
1. Epistemologies, ontologies and axiologies. When any group within a large, complex civilization
significantly dominates the other groups for hundreds of years, the ways of the dominate group not only
become the dominant ways of that civilization, but also these ways become so deeply embedded that
they typically are seen as “natural” or appropriate norms rather than as historically evolved social
constructions. In other words, much of what we experience are not laws but the social constructions of
the dominant group.
2. Culture. A shared, learned, symbolic system of values, beliefs and attitudes that shapes and influences
perception and behavior. (Case in point: For many black Americans, “The Star-Spangled Banner” does
not have the same meaning as it does for others. If we are to reconcile as a country, perhaps it is time to
choose another national anthem more reflective of all citizens, such as “God Bless America.”)
3. Lens. The meaning we assign to everything turns into a filter through which we view the world, such
as walking while black or driving while black. (Case in point: 38% of black respondents and 77% of white
respondents trust local police and law enforcement to look out for the best interests of them and their
family.)
4. White privilege. Hidden benefits that white people possess in a society where racism is prevalent and
whiteness is considered normal. A Public Pulse writer recently wrote, “We live in a great country even
though some fail to see that. So stop complaining about what you don’t have and start to work to build
a better life, because it’s not my responsibility to give you a better life; that’s your responsibility.” I am
part of the long legacy of family who believes in higher education, which for us is inclusive of 30-plus
bachelor’s and master’s degrees and doctorates. Though we rose above the circumstances and
roadblocks, it did not keep us from experiencing discrimination, bias, prejudice and institutional racism.
African American history cannot be understood except in the broader context of American history.
American history cannot be understood without African American history. It is time for white America to
be quiet, listen and learn, because we are all in this together from the young to the old. It is time we all
begin to understand, appreciate and embrace all races and ethnicities that make up our great city, state
and country.
Young women and men of all races and ethnicities are showing us it is beyond time to make a change.
That will only happen when we recognize that past norms are no longer acceptable.







 


LJS Local View: It's a money game now
 
In the mid-1980s, Common Cause Nebraska led a coalition of like-minded organizations and individuals
concerned that campaigns expenditures for our state legislature were beginning to exceed $100,000. It
was argued that getting elected was becoming a “rich man’s game.”
The effort resulted in the creation of the Campaign Finance Limitation Act. The act went into effect in
1996, creating voluntary spending limits for all campaigns for state offices. It also provided public
funding for abiding candidates who were being outspent by non-abiding candidates.
From 1996 to 2012, the vast majority of candidates abided by the spending limits and public dollars
were only triggered 11 times. The spending limit was adjusted several times but it never exceeded
$93,000.
In 2012, after the Citizens United decision and an Arizona case that challenged the public funding
mechanism, the Nebraska Supreme Court was forced to declare the CFLA unconstitutional. Nebraska
was left with no restrictions on campaign spending or campaign contributions. The floodgates were
opened.
According to the latest records compiled by the Accountability and Disclosure Commission, during the
2018 election cycle the 19 legislative races resulted in 23 candidates spending over $100,000 on their
campaigns. Of that group 6 spent over $300,000. The most expensive race, Merv Riepe vs. Steve
Lathrop, resulted in Riepe spending $350,958 and losing to Lathrop who spent $465,497.
It is interesting that four incumbents were unopposed, yet they felt the need to protect themselves by
spending more than $50,000. (Sen. Matt Hansen $118,025, Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks $114,184, Sen.
Curt Friesen $69,318, and Sen. Matt Williams $57,155).
In the 15 competitive races, 11 were won by the candidate who spent the most. This trend tends to limit
the candidate pool to those who have money or have the ability to raise money. The one possible
exception to the trend was Tom Brandt who spent $144,334 to defeat incumbent Sen. Laura Ebke, who
spent a shocking $457,268.
Although the courts have made it impossible to establish campaign spending limits, it is within the ability
of our Legislature to create contribution limits. It is a fair estimate that more than 80% of the
contributions to legislative candidate come from large donors contributing more than $250.
Altria Client Services (Philip Morris) spent $449,105 on lobbying our state government since 2018 and
contributed $71,000 to campaigns.
It is estimated that small donor contributions, less than $250, account for as little as 6% of some
candidates' campaign funds.
This raises the question of how important is the average person who contributes $20 to a candidate’s
campaign. Will the average person have the same access and influence as Altria Client Services?
Common Cause has approached legislators hoping that one would bring legislation to limit campaign
contributions, but the effort has been futile. Both Democrats and Republicans fear the loss of their
major contributors. They also fear the attacks by “dark money” groups late in their campaigns when
money is running out.
So, in Nebraska, it appears that politics has become a rich man’s game. If you don’t have the money, you
may have to sell your soul to those who do.
Jack Gould is issues chair for Common Cause Nebraska.
 


LJS: Counties know risks the best
 
Wait! What? Gov. Pete Ricketts has dictated that counties cannot require masks if they want federal







coronavirus funding? Where's the logic in that?
Counties know their public health risks and should be able to make those decisions. That funding was for
the State of Nebraska, and no county should be penalized for wanting to protect its citizens.
Patricia Taft, Lincoln
 


LJS: Governor risking public health
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts' order denying county governments federal funds if they require masks be worn by
employees and customers seems to be a bad decision based on politics rather than medical science. The
wearing of masks has been proven to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.
My mask protects you, and your mask protects me, plus new research is showing that masks protect the
wearer as well. It is completely irresponsible for people to go into a public place without wearing a
mask, and the governor is showing a blatant disregard for the safety and health of county employees as
well as customers. Should an employee have to risk death so people can renew their driver's license?
Al Mumm, Waterloo
Nebraska Alliance for Retired Americans Educational Fund
 


OWH: Nebraska GOP chairman: Party flyer targeting legislative candidate 'crossed the line'
 
Nebraska Republican Party Chairman Dan Welch told a fellow Republican in June that the state party
made a mistake by targeting a GOP legislative candidate in a campaign flyer, a transcript of his phone
call shows.
The details of Welch’s private conversation were made public Monday by the campaign of Janet Palmtag
of Syracuse, the target of the GOP flyer. The World-Herald independently confirmed the phone
conversation.
Welch, in a statement, acknowledged talking to Nebraska Republicans about the southeast Nebraska
race involving two Republicans. He said he hopes the Palmtag campaign will stick to “relevant issues”
going forward.
The state’s Republican titans stand on opposite sides of the contest between Palmtag and Sen. Julie
Slama of Peru.
Gov. Pete Ricketts and the state GOP back Slama, who was appointed by Ricketts. Former Gov. Dave
Heineman and U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry support Palmtag, a longtime party activist.
The flyer, sent to District 1 voters before the May primary, criticized Palmtag for opposing Ricketts’ push
to boost the pay of the director of Nebraska’s prison system. It said she stood with “radical” State Sen.
Ernie Chambers of Omaha. The flyer also questioned Palmtag’s commitment to gun rights, based on her
past statements.
State GOP spokesman Ryan Hamilton has previously defended the flyer as accurate. Welch said in his
Monday statement that party leaders, including Ricketts, remain “totally committed” to making sure
Slama stays in office. Voters agreed by a large margin, he noted.
Slama defeated Palmtag by more than 4,000 votes in this spring’s officially nonpartisan primary. A third
candidate was eliminated in the primary, so the two will face off again this fall.
During the private call, Welch apologized for the attack on Palmtag, a real-estate agent. Welch said he
had heard from others that she was “a good person, a good volunteer and a good Republican.”
Welch went on to say the mailer “was not in good taste” and “crossed the line.” He said the party has
since beefed up its internal processes to make sure the state party doesn’t attack a good Republican
again.
Welch, in his statement, said he disagreed with a concept that appeared on the mailer but would not
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specify.
The flyer drew criticism from Heineman and former Gov. Bob Kerrey, a Democrat, who wrote a joint
letter calling the advertisement misleading and racist for its statements about Palmtag and Chambers,
who is one of Nebraska’s two black state senators.
On the call, Welch also criticized Palmtag and Heineman for forcing the party to get involved in a race
where the seat was ably filled by Slama, whom Ricketts and the GOP had already endorsed.
Welch said on the call that Ricketts “made the decision to go after Janet (Palmtag) hard to try and beat
her in the primary so it would be over.” His aim, Welch said, was party unity.
Welch also said Ricketts’ legislative appointees have struggled in recent years to win when they stood
for election. Welch wondered if some Republicans backed Palmtag to embarrass Ricketts.
Heineman has said he supports Palmtag because he knows her from working with her at the state GOP.
Ricketts’ spokesman referred questions to the state GOP.
Palmtag said Nebraska “needs a leader who will take responsibility, not someone who runs and hides.”
She called Welch “an honorable man and a strong leader.”
Slama, who declined to comment Monday, has referred ad-related questions to the GOP.
Jane Kleeb, chairwoman of the Nebraska Democratic Party, said her party prohibits spending state party
money on Democrat vs. Democrat races. She offered to share a copy of the resolution with the GOP.
Welch is the latest party insider caught in the crossfire of the GOP skirmish between Ricketts and
Heineman over the legislative race and also how much influence Ricketts should have in the state GOP.
Traditionally, governors lead state parties. But Ricketts’ influence in the state GOP is larger than many of
his predecessors. He has been the party’s principal private donor over the past six months, giving
$190,000.
Heineman and former Omaha Mayor Hal Daub, also a Republican, have questioned whether one person
should have so much influence.
Ricketts’ supporters have pointed to GOP election results in the state and the party’s advantage over
Democrats in registered voters as evidence of the job he’s doing.
Welch, in his conversation, alluded to Ricketts’ influence: “He’s a big donor to the party. When he makes
a decision that he wants something done, things will happen.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Iowa Capital Dispatch: Nebraska and Iowa senators join flared-up fight over ethanol
 
Backers of the ethanol industry are fighting a federal government effort to exempt more small refineries
from buying the corn-based fuel while also pushing Congress to offer coronavirus pandemic-related aid.
Nebraska and Iowa senators and 12 others wrote the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency opposing 52
new exemption requests.
Small refineries have asked for new exemptions retroactive to as far back as 2011, arguing that the
requirement that they blend ethanol into gasoline was too much of a financial burden.
Ethanol is primarily made from corn. Iowa is the nation’s top producer of the grain.
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, is holding up a political appointment to make her point. As part of her work on
the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, which oversees the EPA, Ernst is opposing deputy
administrator nominee Doug Benevento, in effect blocking the nomination.
Ernst publicly criticized EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt in June 2018 before he was ousted, contending he
was “about as swampy as you get here” and had broken promises to farmers. She held up an EPA air
office nominee until Pruitt said in writing he would not reduce the amount of ethanol refiners are
required to blend.
Ernst’s Democratic opponent in the November election, Theresa Greenfield, has called for EPA
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Administrator Andrew Wheeler to resign. Greenfield has been hitting Ernst in radio ads for voting to
confirm Wheeler in February 2019.
The latest battle is over new exemption requests filed with EPA not long after the 10th Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled the agency had overstepped its authority in granting previous exemptions.
“Iowa’s hard-working ethanol and biodiesel producers are sick of being yanked around by Andrew
Wheeler and the EPA. Our producers need certainty; until we get that, no EPA nominee is getting my
vote,” Ernst said in a statement.
In their letter, the bipartisan group of 16 senators — including Ernst, Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley and
Nebraska Sens. Ben Sasse and Deb Fischer, all Republicans — asked Wheeler to reject the petition
requesting exemptions.
“We urge you to reject these petitions outright. … These petitions should not even be entertained
because they are inconsistent with the 10th Circuit decision, congressional intent, the EPA’s own
guidance, and — most importantly — the interests of farmers and rural communities who rely on the
biofuel industry,” the senators wrote.
The exemptions “would only worsen the unprecedented economic challenges facing the biofuels
industry and the rural communities that it supports,” the senators added.
The 52 new exemptions would cover “gap years.” The refineries are asking for exemptions even though
the law was intended to only offer them for a year or two, and the refineries can’t get them if they
haven’t renewed them continuously, Monte Shaw, executive director of the Iowa Renewable Fuels
Association said in an interview.
The exemptions would worsen an already cloudy future for ethanol plants, Shaw said.
Iowa’s ethanol plants were operating at about half-capacity six weeks ago but now are 15% to 20%
below normal. Even that level ranks as the lowest production of the past 20 years, Shaw said.
“We have taken steps toward normal demand,” Shaw said. “But people should not think the economic
crisis is over. We are in dire need of some sort of assistance from the federal government.''
“What we have seen is a direct result of the government ordering people to stay home,” reducing the
amount of fuel Iowans and other Americans bought, he said.
The U.S. House considered support for biofuels in the HEROES Act, but the Senate wouldn’t pass the aid,
Shaw said. Grassley appealed to the U.S Department of Agriculture, and was turned away, so he had
proposed assistance in legislation that could be considered as early as this week, Shaw added.
“If we don’t get a cash infusion, I do think you will see some of these plants go into bankruptcy,” Shaw
said. That could lead to oil companies buying ethanol plants, which would shift profits from farmers to
multinational corporations, he added.
Last month, Grassley and Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., introduced legislation that would reimburse
farmers for the corn they bought going back to the beginning of this year. The House had considered aid
at 45 cents per gallon produced.
What the industry doesn’t need is more exemptions, Shaw said. “The oil industry is not easily shamed,”
he said.
“This is so far beyond the pale of anything that is reasonable or legal. It’s a blatant attempt to
circumvent the law and the court decision,” he added, referring to the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals
case.
Oil interests have long fought the ethanol-blending requirement, contending it is expensive and
unwarranted. Among their chief proponents is Sen. Ted Cruz, a Texas Republican and former
presidential candidate.
The Renewable Fuels Association said the EPA is breaking the law and threatening the Midwest
economy with the move.
“EPA’s failure to comply with the recent 10th Circuit Court decision is prolonging uncertainty and







exacerbating economic harm in rural America, which was already reeling from the effects of COVID-19
on the agriculture and biofuels sector,” association President and CEO Geoff Cooper said in a statement.
“RFA agrees with these Senate leaders that granting “gap-year” small refinery exemptions would not
only be illegal, but it would also worsen the demand destruction that renewable fuel producers have
already endured at the hands of EPA in recent years.”
In a recent meeting of the Iowa Governor’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board, Nick Bowdesh,
president & CEO of Atlantic, Iowa-based Elite Octane, said demand for ethanol dropped 45% as the
COVID-19 pandemic spread in March.
The nation’s ethanol plants saw a 45% drop in demand as the COVID-19 pandemic spread, Bowdesh
said. Current demand still is off 10% to 15%, but dozens of plants around the country have resumed
production after temporarily closing or scaling back production. Iowa’s 41 plants saw similar drops.
Bowdesh said the production of hand sanitizers was a boon to some plants.
By Perry Beeman
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 6-30-22
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2022 8:21:54 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jun 2022 7.50 94.00 08:09
Corn Oct 2022 6.05 -40.00 08:08
Milo Jun 2022 6.48 -8.00 08:09
Milo Oct 2022 5.75 -70.00 08:08
Soybeans Jun 2022 15.11 -55.00 08:10
Soybeans Oct 2022 14.04 -65.00 08:08
Wheat Jun 2022 9.11 -80.00 08:00
Wheat Jul 2022 9.11 -80.00 08:00
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Newsmax: Neb. Gov. Ricketts to Newsmax: Hutchinson's Testimony 'Third-Hand at Best'
WOWT: Governor talks about religious freedom in Nebraska
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts discusses abortion during press conference on religious freedom
WOWT: Ricketts says he would consider signing Nebraska abortion ban with exceptions
KETV: Local reproductive health physicians concerned about possible abortion ban impact on
patients
NCN: Push for voter ID leaves unanswered questions
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts searches to fill vacant Nebraska Legislature Seat
WOWT: Ricketts seeks candidates to fill Flood seat in Nebraska legislature
KETV: Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts seeks applicants to fill Mike Flood's legislative seat
NPM: First District Result Seen as Signaling 'Horserace' in November
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts officially declared it Helen Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week in Nebraska
NTV: Central Nebraska Veterans' Home celebrates 4th of July with Patriot Parade
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts says Nebraska schools should consider allowing 'religious accommodation'
LJS: Special legislative session on abortion appears uncertain
LJS: Flood defeats Pansing Brooks in House race
Nebraska Examiner: Flood’s close win over Pansing Brooks shows Democrats motivated, Republicans
complacent
OWH: Ricketts seeking applicants to replace Flood in Nebraska Legislature
Scottsbluff SH: Senator John Stinner honored for a job well done
Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts calls Jan. 6 hearings a ‘partisan rehash of mostly old information’
Rapid City Journal: Concerns arise over dueling Medicaid ballot measures
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LJS: 'Unbeatable success' — Nebraska colleges, universities reflect on 50 years of support from Pell
Grant
OWH: 55 nonprofits get combined $15 million of Omaha's federal COVID recovery money
 
Opinion
OWH Public Pulse


1. Abortion is killing
2. Mutual plans
3. Gun control vote
4. Grade crossing accident
5. Dobbs decision
6. Unconstitutional act
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2. Ricketts wrong on gas prices
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OWH: Fortenberry wastes little time in appealing his conviction and even his probation sentence
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OWH: Ricketts says Nebraska schools should consider
allowing 'religious accommodation'


 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts voiced support for allowing more faith-based practices in Nebraska
schools during an event Wednesday celebrating Religious Freedom Week.
Ricketts’ comments came in response to a question regarding a tweet by Republican gubernatorial
candidate Jim Pillen, a University of Nebraska regent and Columbus hog producer. Ricketts, who
cannot run for reelection because of term limits, has strongly supported Pillen’s campaign for
governor.
“We need to put God back into our schools,” Pillen tweeted Monday. “I strongly support efforts to
put prayer back into our K-12 schools. We should be teaching the next generation to love God and
our great country.”
The tweet referenced news about Monday’s U.S. Supreme Court decision that determined a
Washington high school football coach was within his rights to pray at midfield following football
games. Pillen’s comments fueled strong backlash online, with more than 600 replies, many of them







critical.
Critics argued that instilling religion in the classroom would violate the Nebraska State Constitution
and contradict the separation of church and state.
Matt Trail with the Pillen campaign told The World-Herald that Pillen has been campaigning to bring
God back into schools since pretty much the beginning of his gubernatorial campaign. A booklet on
his platform, referred to as “The Pillen Playbook,” goes more in depth, saying he wants prayer
brought back into K-12 schools, specifically Christian prayer.
“The erosion of Christian faith is hurting America,” a section reads. “Secular humanism has taken
over our schools because we allowed radical ideologues to silence our nation’s Christian
convictions.”
Article 1-4 of the Nebraska State Constitution states:
“All persons have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates
of their own consciences. No person shall be compelled to attend, erect or support any place of
worship against his consent, and no preference shall be given by law to any religious society, nor
shall any interference with the rights of conscience be permitted. ... Religion, morality, and
knowledge, however, being essential to good government, it shall be the duty of the Legislature to
pass suitable laws to protect every religious denomination in the peaceable enjoyment of its own
mode of public worship, and to encourage schools and the means of instruction.”
Ricketts said he had not seen Pillen’s tweet, but he believes the Supreme Court’s ruling establishes
the rights of students and school employees to pray on school property.
“Allowing that sort of religious accommodation is one of the things I think would be a good thing for
schools to be able to think about,” Ricketts said.
Ricketts said the concept of the separation between church and state stemmed from concerns from
Thomas Jefferson that the government might interfere with religion and push a specific faith on to
the public. However, Ricketts argued that a separation does not mean government and religion
shouldn’t be connected at all.
Ricketts pointed out that U.S. currency bears the phrase “In God We Trust,” and that the Nebraska
Legislature begins each day it is in session with a prayer.
Earlier in the press conference, Rabbi Eli Tenenbaum suggested schools add a moment of silence
during the day for students of all faiths to be able to reflect on their religion, and Ricketts supported
this idea.
The governor later expanded on this, and said he would support letting local school boards and
parents decide whether to implement a period for prayer into the school days for individual districts.
Critics of the Supreme Court ruling argued it was a departure from legal precedent. Rose Godinez,
legal and policy counsel of the ACLU of Nebraska, said earlier this week the decision was “a blow to
the principle that students have the religious liberty to be free from school-sponsored prayer.”
By Erin Bamer
 


LJS: Special legislative session on abortion appears uncertain


 
The likelihood of a special session of the Legislature later this year to deal with abortion in the wake
of the U.S. Supreme Court decision that turns abortion rights decisions over to the states appeared
Wednesday to be increasingly iffy.







Gov. Pete Ricketts, who would like to see legislation enacted to prohibit most abortions in the state,
referred to "the potential special session" in responding to questions at a news conference.
Ricketts said he will continue to work with Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers of Lincoln to "see
what more we can do to protect unborn babies."
The governor made it clear that he would support an amendment to an abortion ban that would
allow for necessary "medical treatments for the mother that could impact the life of the (unborn)
child."
In a text message response to a question about whether a special session is likely or not, Hilgers said
there is "nothing additional to add to previous statements for now."
Ricketts said he will "look for someone who is pro-life" in choosing a successor to Sen. Mike Flood of
Norfolk, who was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives on Tuesday in a special election to
choose a successor to former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, who resigned after his conviction on charges
that he lied to federal officials about illegal foreign contributions to his 2016 reelection campaign.
Flood captured the special election for eastern Nebraska's 1st District House seat, grabbing 53.2% of
the vote against Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln. Just 28% of voters turned out, with Flood
winning by a margin of 60,068 votes to 52,913.
Flood, who is expected to be sworn in no earlier than July 12, when the House returns from its
current recess, was sponsor of the legislation that has banned abortions in Nebraska after 20 weeks
of pregnancy.
During an interview days before the special congressional election, Flood said he would hope that
the Supreme Court's decision would spark state legislation that provides support for prenatal care,
access to adequate nutrition and other support that pregnant women may need.
Flood's successor will be appointed to serve the remaining two years of his current term in the
Legislature representing District 19 in northeast Nebraska.
A so-called trigger bill that would have banned all abortions in Nebraska in the wake of the
anticipated Supreme Court decision ending the abortion rights secured by the Roe v. Wade decision
in 1973 was trapped by a filibuster in the closing days of the 2022 legislative session.
Supporters fell two votes short of the 33 required to free the proposal for advancement.  
That 33-vote legislative target remains the key to ending abortion rights in the state.
In answer to a separate question at the news conference, Ricketts appeared to downplay the
significance of former White House aide Cassidy Hutchinson's testimony on Tuesday before the
House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol last year.
Ricketts said the testimony describing President Donald Trump's actions and his erratic and
sometimes violent behavior represented "one person's perspective" and included second- or third-
hand observations. 
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Flood defeats Pansing Brooks in House race


 
Overpowering a strong showing of support for Democratic nominee Patty Pansing Brooks in Lincoln,
Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk won Tuesday's special congressional election and kept eastern Nebraska's
1st District seat in Republican hands.
Pansing Brooks, a Lincoln state senator, held the early lead, but Flood edged ahead during the







second hour of vote-counting and steadily moved into position to claim the seat vacated by the
resignation of Rep. Jeff Fortenberry in March.
Fortenberry, who hails from Lincoln, resigned following his conviction on charges that he lied to
federal officials about illegal foreign contributions to his 2016 reelection campaign, setting the stage
for the first special election in the district since 1951.
The Associated Press declared Flood the winner at 10:25 p.m. Tuesday.
“Nebraskans made their voices heard loud and clear,” Flood said Tuesday night during his election
night party in Norfolk. “Tonight they sent an unmistakable message to Washington that America is
on the wrong track.” 
Lancaster County was the only 1st District county to hand its support to Pansing Brooks, who urged
voters in the final days of the campaign to "fight back at the ballot box" in support of women's rights
in the wake of last week's U.S. Supreme Court ruling overturning the 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade
that had guaranteed a woman's right to choose to have an abortion.
Voters in Bellevue also gave Pansing Brooks an early lead until other precincts in Sarpy County
turned the tide in favor of Flood, leaving Lancaster as the only one of the dozen counties that are
totally or partially in the district to give her a majority.
Flood, a former speaker of the Legislature, won by huge margins in a number of counties, gathering
80% of the vote or more in six counties, including Madison County, his home territory. 
Flood will fill the remaining six months of Fortenberry's term, and Flood and Pansing Brooks will
square off again in November to serve a new two-year term beginning in January. 
Both won primary election nominations in May and were chosen to compete in Tuesday's special
election by party leadership. 
Pansing Brooks told supporters at her election night party at Alchemy in Lincoln that she was not
discouraged and their work continues.
“We know where we need to work harder. We know where we need to work smarter and that’s
what we’re going to do,” she said.
With Republicans in reach of achieving a House majority in November, House Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy of California came to Lincoln to campaign for Flood in advance of the special election. If
Republicans seize control of the House, McCarthy is positioned to become speaker. 
Flood said he'd taken a congratulatory call from McCarthy earlier Tuesday.
It’s time for an “end to Washington’s magic money machine and the inflation it’s fueled,” Flood said.
During the campaign, Flood pledged to "fight the Biden-Pelosi agenda at every turn."
“It’s time for a change in leadership,” he told his supporters Tuesday. “Nebraskans are ready for
action that reflects common sense, conservative values that have made our state and our nation
great.”
Democrats have not won a 1st District House contest since 1964; since then, it's been 29 straight
GOP victories, counting Tuesday's special election. Republicans hold a voter registration advantage
over Democrats that exceeds 94,000. 
A rematch in November to serve the next two-year term is likely to center on the new incumbent's
voting record. 
Following Tuesday's election, Nebraska's five-member congressional delegation will include three
former state senators. Sen. Deb Fischer and Rep. Adrian Smith of Gering also previously served in the
nonpartisan Legislature. 
The two candidates expressed stark differences on abortion rights during the closing days of the
campaign.







Pansing Brooks said "a majority of Americans and Nebraskans do not agree that abortion should be
illegal."
Flood praised the Supreme Court for "returning abortion-related policy decisions back to the states
and the people where they belong."
Gov. Pete Ricketts, who is considering calling a special session of the Legislature later this year to
consider legislation banning abortion in Nebraska, will appoint a new state senator to succeed Flood.
By Don Walton
 


Nebraska Examiner: Flood’s close win over Pansing Brooks
shows Democrats motivated, Republicans complacent


 
LINCOLN — Rural voters carried Republican State Sen. Mike Flood to a seat in Congress in Tuesday’s
special election. But State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks’ better-than-expected results in urban and
suburban counties could spice up the pair’s rematch this fall.
Flood collected more than 80% of the vote in five of the 1st Congressional District’s rural counties:
Butler, Colfax, Cuming, Polk and Stanton. He also won more than 80% of the vote in Platte County
(Columbus) and in Madison County (Norfolk), where he lives.
Pansing Brooks, who lives in Lincoln, tallied more votes in Lancaster County than other Nebraska
Democrats running for the House in recent years. She won 57% of the vote in her home county,
which has more than half of the district’s voters and most of its registered Democrats.
Flood and his team said after the win that he needs to perform better this November in Lincoln,
where he served as Speaker of the Legislature. He said he did well in northeast Nebraska because
people know him there from his work in Legislature and while running News Channel Nebraska.
Pansing Brooks and her allies said they know she can do better in the 1st District’s rural counties.
The Lincoln lawyer said she needs to spend more time sitting down with rural voters and hearing
more about concerns they want addressed.
Motivation matters
Local political observers, including University of Nebraska-Lincoln political scientist John Hibbing,
said Republicans appeared less motivated than Democrats to vote in the special election, because
Republicans expected the GOP to win.
It had been 18 years since the 1st District seat was open. Former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb.,
trounced his last few opponents. The next closest race to Tuesday’s was Fortenberry’s first, in 2004.
He beat Democrat Matt Connealy 54% to 43%.
Fewer voters in the 1st District’s GOP-leaning counties voted in the special election than participated
a month earlier in the May 10 primary election. 
Voting in each of those counties was down by at least 18%, based on a post-election analysis done
for Flood’s campaign. Additionally, 3% more voters showed up for the special election in
Democratic-leaning Lancaster County than voted during the primary.
“The Republican voters were a little bit complacent this time,” said Jessica Flanagain, senior vice
president with Axiom Strategies, a political consulting firm that works with Flood and other Nebraska
candidates. “They’re used to having the seat, and I’m confident the margin will increase in
November.”
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Abortion was a factor
External factors late in the race encouraged more Democrats than usual to vote — ranging from
Friday’s Supreme Court ruling reversing Roe v. Wade to hearings the House is holding on the Jan. 6,
2021, riot at the Capitol, political observers said.
Abortion was a factor, Hibbing said. So was the unusual timing of the special election, which drove
down turnout and amplified the influence of more motivated voters on the outcome. About 27% of
those registered in the 1st District voted.
“I think you really had to be motivated, and the Democrats were more so,” Hibbing said.
Abortion rights moved up on the list of priorities for many women the Democrats interacted with
during the campaign, by texts, calls or knocks on the door, said Jane Kleeb, chair of the Nebraska
Democratic Party. She expects that interest level to stay elevated this fall.
“That’s the first question many voters will ask to decide whether someone is worth considering for
their vote,” she said.
Flood opposes abortion. He helped pass restrictions that outlawed abortion in Nebraska after 20
weeks, and he tried to help the state pass a so-called “trigger bill” that would have banned abortion
in the state after the Roe decision.
Pansing Brooks is an abortion-rights candidate who has framed attacks on abortion as attacks on
women’s bodily autonomy. She has said it’s not a far climb from outlawing abortion to doing the
same for same-sex marriage or certain methods of contraception.
Both candidates have said they are not as radical as the other side paints them. Flood said he wants
Nebraska to make sure any abortion ban protects in vitro fertilization. Pansing Brooks said she wants
the state to help mothers who choose to have their babies.
One Republican consultant said the GOP’s problem on the issue is that its voters are feeling happy
and hopeful after the Supreme Court’s decision. Democrats, by contrast, are feeling angry and
scared. Anger and fear are better motivators, the observer said.
Different race this fall
Flanagain said this fall’s race will focus more on economic issues like inflation, the farther voters get
from the Roe decision. But she said more anti-abortion Nebraskans will be motivated to vote as they
realize states still need to restrict abortion post-Roe.
Chris Triebsch, Pansing Brooks’ campaign manager, said abortion will remain important to many
Democrats. Some of her supporters said they wouldn’t vote for Pansing Brooks in the special
election because they were worried about losing her in the Legislature and having Gov. Pete
Ricketts, an abortion opponent, pick her replacement.
A bill that would have banned abortions in Nebraska fell two votes short of passage last session.
Triebsch said the Pansing Brooks campaign thinks her vote support can improve in suburban Sarpy
County, where she finished within 6 percentage points, and in exurban Cass County, where she
secured 35% of the vote.
Redistricting made the Lincoln-centric district slightly more Democratic and slightly more
nonpartisan than in 2020 by adding more of Omaha’s southern suburbs into the 1st District. 
Both campaigns said potential voters in Papillion and La Vista did not know they are no longer in the
Omaha-based 2nd Congressional District, represented by U.S. Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb. The bulk of
both cities have been moved into the 1st District.
Kleeb said Pansing Brooks can also close the gap this fall in rural Nebraska with outside investment in
rural organizing from national Democrats, if they decide to help her. The aim is to reach enough
people to lose in rural counties 70% to 30%, not 80% to 20%.







Pansing Brooks is meeting with the Democratic National Campaign Committee and others in the
coming days, Kleeb said. 
During the special election, Flood outspent Pansing Brooks by more than $300,000, based on
campaign finance reports. The Pansing Brooks campaign said Flood outspent her on TV ads 10-to-1.
Her campaign had more than $350,000 in cash on hand at the end of the campaign. 
A former Nebraska Democratic Party official said Pansing Brooks and congressional Democrats
should have spent more on the special election because they could have won. Triebsch said he
understands the urge to look back but said Pansing Brooks restrained spending on the special
election to focus on this fall.
“Given that last-minute enthusiasm, we could second-guess,” Triebsch said. “But we still feel like we
are on the front end of that momentum.”
GOP has edge, Dems a chance
Republicans hold a 16-point advantage in voter registrations in the revamped 1st District. This fall,
more 1st District residents will have more reasons to vote, said Richard Witmer, a political scientist
at Creighton University. 
Having the governor’s race on the ballot will help, he said. So will the typical November timing.
Special elections, he said, are “just their own breed of cat.”
“It’s good news for Flood if turnout increases in the fall,” Witmer said. “He’s likely to win by a larger
margin. If turnout is higher in the Lincoln area, she can keep it close.”
Also on Wednesday, Ricketts called for applicants to fill Flood’s soon-to-be-open legislative seat in
northeast Nebraska’s District 19. 
Applications from people ages 21 and older who have lived in Madison County or southern Pierce
County for at least a year will be accepted until 5 p.m. July 8. The governor’s appointee will finish the
remainder of Flood’s term, through early 2025.
Those interested can apply online at governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req. Applicants can
include a resume, cover letter and other materials with their application. 
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: Ricketts seeking applicants to replace Flood in
Nebraska Legislature


 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts is wasting no time in seeking applicants to replace State Sen. Mike
Flood of Norfolk in the Nebraska Legislature.
Flood, a Republican, won a special election Tuesday to fill out the remaining months of former Rep.
Jeff Fortenberry’s term representing Nebraska’s 1st Congressional District. The election will not be
certified until July 15.
But Ricketts announced Wednesday that he would start accepting applications from residents of
Legislative District 19 wanting to fill the upcoming vacancy. The appointee will serve the remainder
of Flood’s current term, which expires in early January 2025.
The appointee may have his or her first taste of legislative action this year if Ricketts calls lawmakers
into special session on abortion in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court ruling overturning the Roe v.
Wade decision that legalized abortion nationwide.







Nebraska, under legislation Flood introduced and shepherded to passage in 2010, currently allows
abortions until the 20th week after fertilization. Ricketts has said he supports a ban on abortions,
including in cases of rape or incest. But a proposed ban fell two votes short during this year’s regular
legislative session.
Abortion opponents gained one vote when Ricketts appointed Kathleen Kauth to replace Sen. Rich
Pahls of Omaha, who died in office. He was absent from the vote on the failed ban earlier this year.
During a press conference Wednesday, Ricketts said he plans on appointing an abortion opponent to
replace Flood, given that he believes constituents in the district are also against abortion.
But opponents will need to find another vote for a special session to succeed.
Ricketts said Flood’s victory Tuesday over Patty Pansing Brooks, a Democrat and supporter of
abortion rights, won’t have much impact on he likelihood of him calling a special session.
However, a Pansing Brooks victory Tuesday would have likely given anti-abortion lawmakers another
vote in the Legislature.
Knowing that reality, some people, including Pansing Brooks’ husband, Loel Brooks, speculated that
voters who otherwise would have voted for Pansing Brooks may have stayed home.
Ricketts said he still needs to talk with Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers of Lincoln about a
potential special session. He said he is considering the fact that the Legislature’s former attempt at
an abortion ban failed, and that any future legislation should be clear about not including in vitro
fertilization in the ban, which was a sticking point for some opponents.
District 19 represents Madison County and the southern portion of Pierce County. Applicants must
have lived within the district for at least a full year, be registered to vote and be at least 21 years old.
Applications are due by the end of the day July 8. Ricketts said he was reserving the right to seek out
additional qualified candidates.
Interested individuals may complete an application for executive appointment online
at governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req. Applicants may include a cover letter, résumé and any
additional background materials with their applications.
Questions about the application process can be directed to Kathleen Dolezal with the governor’s
office at 402-471-2256 or kathleen.dolezal@nebraska.gov.
By Martha Stoddard and Erin Bamer
 


Scottsbluff SH: Senator John Stinner honored for a job well
done


 
After almost eight years of serving in the Nebraska Legislature, Sen. John Stinner will leave office this
year.
Members of the Scottsbluff/Gering United Chamber of Commerce’s Government Affairs Committee
threw him a celebratory luncheon at the Gering Civic Center Wednesday to thank him for his service
and hear his report on this year’s legislative session.
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Karen Anderson said they hold legislative wrap-up
sessions every year, usually in June, regardless of who represents the district.
“In the past, we’ve done just breakfast or coffee at the Chamber ... but since we figured this is going
to be the last time he’s going to do a legislative wrap-up, we wanted to step it up a little bit, so we
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decided to do a little lunch,” Anderson said.
The Chamber staff also gifted Stinner a photograph by office assistant Jodi Lewellen. The artistic
piece showcases the Scotts Bluff National Monument reflected in a glass ball in Lewellen’s hand.
“There are many times where he said ‘Well, if I had a crystal ball’ so this is his crystal ball. It shows
her hand, and we were in good hands with him. It shows the monument, and he was monumental,”
Anderson explained. “... We just wanted to say thank you because he’s really done a great job. This is
kind of his swan song for his legislative wrap-up.”
Generally, she said, about 20 people attend the Chamber’s legislative catch-up meetings with the
senator, and a similar number came out to recognize him on Wednesday.
Stinner said this year’s legislative session had been a short one. He discussed some of the
appropriations the legislature passed, including one focusing on rail parks. He talked about the
Unicameral’s failure to pass meaningful prison reform. He also mentioned the property, corporate,
income and Social Security tax relief the Unicameral was able to complete and how the state’s
budgets have been impacted by stimulus packages and inflation.
After Stinner spoke, guests dined on pulled pork sandwiches, potato salad and strawberry spinach
salad. When they were done eating, he answered a handful of questions from the audience.
When Stinner was done answering questions, Gering Mayor Tony Kaufman and Kevin Spencer,
Scottsbluff chief of police and current president of the Police Chiefs Association of Nebraska, came
up to the podium to honor him further.
“We’ve had tremendous leadership in Lincoln, and ... we get to claim them back home,” Kaufman
said before presenting Stinner with a key to the City of Gering.
Spencer presented Stinner with the key to the City of Scottsbluff on behalf of Mayor Jeanne
McKerrigan, who was unable to attend the luncheon. He also gave Stinner the official patch and coin
of the Scottsbluff Police Department. This was only the fourth time he had given someone those
honors, he said.
“(Stinner) guided us through some big pieces of legislation,” Spencer said, “...and it wasn’t but a few
months ago we were at a bill signing and the message at that meeting was, with the rest of the
nation considering defunding their police forces, Nebraska is funding theirs. The support that you
and the other senators have given law enforcement is phenomenal.”
Though this was his final wrap-up session, Stinner will still represent the 48th District through the
end of the year. The Chamber of Commerce will host a legislative preview meeting in December
featuring Stinner, his successor and, potentially, Gov. Pete Ricketts as well.
Dawne Wolfe of the Government Affairs Committee was among those who said Stinner had served
well during his tenure in office.
“I think each one of us in this room could spend hours talking about the great things he’s done not
only for the state of Nebraska but for western Nebraska.”
By Christopher Borro
 


Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts calls Jan. 6 hearings a ‘partisan
rehash of mostly old information’


 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts on Wednesday called the congressional hearings into the Jan. 6







insurrection at the U.S. Capitol a “partisan rehash of mostly old information.”
The Republican governor was asked his opinion of the hearings during a press conference.
On Tuesday, Cassidy Hutchinson, a key aide to White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows at the time
of the attack,  provided explosive testimony describing how then-President Donald Trump knew the
angry mob descending on the Capitol had guns and other weapons, that the former president did
nothing to stop the violent attack, and that he ignored pleas to call for their retreat.
Keep hearings ‘in perspective’
Ricketts, who said last week he wasn’t paying much attention to the hearings, on Wednesday said
that people need to keep the testimony “in perspective.”
“Ms. Hutchinson, she is reciting things that are second- or third-hand,” Ricketts said.
He said viewers of the hearings should not “fall into the same trap” as the Washington Post, which
had to publish a correction to a January 2021 story maintaining that Trump had pressured a Georgia
election investigator to “find the fraud” in the 2020 voting and become “a national hero.”
The Post’s correction later said those quotes were wrong and that Trump had instead urged the
investigator to scrutinize ballots in Georgia, asserting she would find “dishonesty” there.
Need the ‘whole story’
“You have to have the whole story here,” Ricketts said of the recent testimony in Congress. “We’re
getting one person’s perspective. It’s third-hand.”
When asked by a Nebraska Examiner reporter if Republicans in Congress should have placed
members on the committee that would cross-examine witnesses, therefore providing a wider
perspective, that’s when Ricketts responded that it was a “rehash of mostly old information.”
Not everyone has agreed with Ricketts’ assessment. On Tuesday, State Sen. John McCollister of
Omaha, who is also a Republican, tweeted that “if you are a Republican politician who CONTINUES
to bury your head in the sand to Donald Trump’s criminality, you are complicit. History will not
remember you fondly.”
Hutchinson testified that Trump, besides trying to subvert the election results and doing nothing to
stop a violent attack on the Capitol, tried to wrestle control of a vehicle away from the Secret Service
to steer it to the Capitol and expressed support for the mob chanting to hang Vice President  Mike
Pence.
“Donald Trump is a mob boss,” McCollister also tweeted.
A week ago, when asked about the hearings, Ricketts said that he was too busy with the state’s
business to watch the hearings and that Nebraskans were more concerned about inflation and the
high price of fuel.
Complicated relationship
Trump and the Ricketts family, wo are major contributors to Republican and conservative causes,
have had a complicated relationship. The family was initially opposed to Trump’s candidacy, giving
$5.5 million to a PAC working to block his nomination. But later, when Trump became the clear
frontrunner, the Ricketts family became major donors.
More recently, Gov. Ricketts and Trump diverged on who to support in the GOP primary for
Nebraska governor. Ricketts endorsed and campaigned for University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen,
who won the primary. Trump endorsed and made an appearance in Nebraska for Falls City
businessman Charles Herbster.
The governor did not answer a question posed last week about whether he would vote for Trump if
he ran again for the presidency in 2024.
By Paul Hammel







 


Rapid City Journal: Concerns arise over dueling Medicaid
ballot measures


 
Some advocates for Medicaid expansion in South Dakota are concerned that two ballot measures
with different language and separate backers but the same goals may confuse or diffuse voters,
reducing the chances of success in the November election.
The ACA in 2010 expanded Medicaid to include nearly all adults with incomes up to 138% of the
federal poverty level, which currently translates to an annual salary of about $18,000 for an
individual (or $36,500 for a family of four). But the Supreme Court ruled in 2012 that states could
reject the expansion and still get federal funding for traditional Medicaid costs, which all states
currently receive.
South Dakota is one of just 12 states that hasn’t expanded Medicaid, making it an outlier even
among neighboring Republican-led states such as North Dakota, Iowa and Nebraska. But expansion
proponents are optimistic after seeing voters reject Amendment C – which would have made ballot
measures involving state spending more difficult to pass – in the primary election June 7 with 67% of
the vote.
Constitutional Amendment D, which is sponsored by South Dakotans Decide Healthcare and will
appear on the November ballot, seeks to expand Medicaid by changing the state constitution,
viewed traditionally as a more iron-clad method of initiating new policies. Amendment D is
supported by the state’s major healthcare systems and the Fairness Project, a national advocacy
group that assists in ballot measure campaigns.
The second Medicaid ballot measure, Initiated Measure 28, is spearheaded by former Democratic
U.S. Senate candidate Rick Weiland, a frequent supporter of ballot measures who successfully
campaigned to increase South Dakota’s minimum wage in 2014. Weiland’s group, Dakotans for
Health, initially presented its measure as a way to give voters another option in case the 60% voting
threshold was passed into law by the June primary vote.
“Historically, initiated measures have fared better than constitutional amendments,” said Weiland.
“There are groups of voters who just don’t like to mess with the constitution and could see Medicaid
expansion as more appropriately accomplished by statutory measure.”
Since Amendment D had a later filing deadline to the Secretary of State’s office, the fiscal note from
the Legislative Research Council includes additional offsets extended by the Biden Administration as
part of the American Rescue Plan, showing the state’s share over the first five years of Medicaid
expansion to be a total of $3.8 million. That information is not reflected in IM 28’s fiscal note, nor
does that measure specify an implementation date.
These differences – plus the significant financial backing of South Dakota’s “big three” health
systems: Sanford, Avera and Monument – led state Sen. Reynold Nesiba, a Sioux Falls Democrat who
supports Amendment D, to call for Weiland to pull Initiated Measure 28 off the Nov. 8 ballot to
create a unified statewide effort.
“Rick Weiland and the people bringing the initiated measure need to withdraw it,” Nesiba told News
Watch. “It’s got an inferior fiscal note attached to it, it doesn’t have an implementation date, and the
constitutional amendment will have a more definitive impact.”







Weiland, whose efforts to coordinate a petition-led campaign to pass Medicaid expansion date back
to 2019, chuckled when informed of Nesiba’s remarks.
“Give me a break,” said Weiland, who served as an advisor to former U.S. Senator Tom Daschle. “The
language in both these initiatives accomplish the same thing, and the implementation date is written
into state law. As for voters being confused, there are only three measures on the ballot (the two
Medicaid proposals and IM 27, which would legalize recreational marijuana). I don’t think that’s
going to be too overwhelming for people.”
If both ballot measures pass and have the same intent, state law dictates that “the initiated measure
or amendment receiving the greatest number of affirmative votes at the election shall be given
effect.”
That provision could be construed as the measures competing against each other, though their aim
is the same. The deadline to voluntarily remove a ballot measure is 120 days before the election
(July 12 in this case), but so far both groups are holding firm.
“We are fully focused on campaigning for and passing a constitutional amendment that will expand
Medicaid in South Dakota,” said Zach Marcus, a spokesperson for South Dakotans Decide
Healthcare.
General agreement on intent
One thing the factions agree on is that chronically underfunded Indian Health Service facilities and
rural health clinics and nursing homes will receive a boost from federal Medicaid reimbursements if
more low-income patients are covered. In addition to the 90% federal matching rate, states that
implement expansion also see an increase in funding for traditional Medicaid populations under
COVID-related American Rescue Plan provisions.
In South Dakota, the total cost of expansion over the first five years would amount to about $1.5
billion, of which the state’s share would be $166.2 million, according to the Legislative Research
Council. Since total savings to the general fund – from federal matching and incentive funds and
fewer reimbursement payments to hospitals for treating uninsured patients – is estimated at $162.4
million over that five-year period, the state’s net financial obligation would be $3.8 million.
“It will cost us less to expand Medicaid than it cost to buy the governor a new airplane,” said Nesiba,
referring to the state’s $4.5 million purchase of a 2015 Beechcraft King Air 350 last year. “The failure
of South Dakota to take this step is one of the most short-sighted economic decisions we have ever
made.”
Under South Dakota’s current (non-expanded) Medicaid system, two-thirds of the roughly 130,000
enrollees are children who meet poverty level guidelines, while eligible adults include pregnant
women, elderly or disabled individuals and parents of minor children up to 52% of the poverty level
(for a household with three people, that means an annual salary of about $11,300).
Childless adults without a disability are ineligible for Medicaid coverage in South Dakota regardless
of income level, and many don’t qualify for ACA subsidies to help obtain private coverage unless
their income is at least 100% of the poverty level.
The number of these residents who “fall through the cracks” of health insurance coverage is
estimated at 42,500 in South Dakota, just under 5% of the total population. Nearly 40% of them are
estimated to be Native American, according to Georgetown University’s Health Policy Institute,
compared with about 9% of the general population that is Native American.
The federal government pays 58% of the cost of standard Medicaid coverage, with slight increases
made during the COVID-19 pandemic. Under Medicaid expansion, the federal government share
increases sharply, especially with incentives added as part of the American Rescue Plan.







A study of state budgets from 2014-2017 by the Commonwealth Fund, a nonprofit that supports
research on health policy reform, found that Medicaid expansion was associated with a 4.4% to 4.7%
reduction in state spending on traditional Medicaid while also reducing the cost of uncompensated
care, such as when the state reimburses hospitals for services provided to uninsured individuals.
Deb Fischer-Clemens, Avera Health senior vice president for public policy and a supporter of
Amendment D, said that expanding coverage to uninsured residents helps not just those individuals
or families but also entities that might incur those costs down the line, including state or county
government, non-profit health systems or taxpayers.
“There’s a lack of preventative care when you don’t have insurance,” said Fischer-Clemens, a former
state legislator who also serves as president of the South Dakota Nurses Association. “When you
don’t have a lot of money, you’re using it all to pay for rent or groceries or gas, meaning you’re not
getting that preventative colonoscopy. And when you find out there’s something wrong with you,
instead of a couple thousand dollars, it’s tens of thousands of dollars, and a lot of time away from
work and a lot of debt. The big picture of this is taking care of individuals who don’t have the
resources to access care at the appropriate time.”
Medicaid expansion opponents, including GOP Gov. Kristi Noem and Republican Senate President
Pro Tempore Lee Schoenbeck, counter that able-bodied individuals, such as currently uncovered
childless adults, should be able to work and are not entitled to free health care. They also point to
uncertainty about the state’s share of expenses once COVID-related incentives from the Biden
administration phase out and the nation’s public health emergency expires, which is expected later
this year.
Schoenbeck, who declined an interview request, made his position clear when asked about Medicaid
expansion during a Senate primary event in May.
“I don’t happen to support more welfare,” he said.
Expansion talks fizzle in state government
In 2016, two years after being re-elected as South Dakota governor with more than 70% of the vote,
Dennis Daugaard undertook an effort to expand Medicaid despite lingering rancor toward
“Obamacare” among most of his fellow Republicans.
The fiscally conservative Daugaard saw it as a good deal for South Dakota, since the state was
already paying in part for Native American residents who couldn’t receive care at reservation IHS
facilities because of lack of services or availability. The U.S. Health and Human Services Department
agreed to an arrangement where those treated outside IHS facilities would be covered by federal
Medicaid matching funds.
The problems Daugaard faced were not procedural but political, as state Republicans balked at
expanding the ACA, the outgoing Obama’s signature achievement, and voiced their concerns about
government handouts for adults who were able to work and fend for themselves.
The governor convened a Health Care Solutions Coalition, which produced a 2016 report that found
the state spent $182 million on health care for Native Americans in fiscal year 2015, about $97
million of which was federal funds and $85 million was state funds. The report noted that “$85
million is more than enough to cover state costs for expansion.”
With legislative action stalled, Daugaard tried unsuccessfully to negotiate a work requirement
provision with the federal government. Donald Trump’s victory in 2016 – along with Trump’s
proclaimed goal to repeal the ACA – ended what little momentum had occurred, especially after
Daugaard met with then-Vice President Mike Pence and discussed the new administration’s repeal
strategy, which ultimately failed in Congress.







Fischer-Clemens, who served on Daugaard’s coalition, joined with other hospital officials and health
associations to consider a new course, especially after Noem took office following the 2018 election
and declared her opposition to Medicaid expansion. Advocacy groups in states such as Nebraska,
Oklahoma, Missouri, Utah and Idaho had found success by taking the issue straight to voters with
petition-fueled ballot measures, and that became the strategy.
“After seeing so many bills fail in committee over the years, we knew we couldn’t do it with
legislative movement,” said Fischer-Clemens. “The philosophy in the Legislature is basically, ‘We’ve
done enough with Medicaid, and if the federal government takes dollars away, then it’s going to lead
to higher taxes.’ There was nowhere else to go.”
Taking issues straight to ballot
There were some early discussions with Weiland, who was well-versed in the ballot measure process
and knew of its pitfalls. After his successful effort to raise the state’s minimum wage in 2014, state
legislators voted to exempt workers under age 18 from the required wage, so Weiland and other
Democrats referred the law back to voters and won with 71% of the vote.
Two years later, Weiland spearheaded an electoral victory for IM 22, which revised lobbying and
campaign finance laws while establishing a state ethics commission. But Republican legislators
sought a preliminary injunction and later repealed the measure with an emergency clause that
ensured it could not be sent back to voters.
Those South Dakota efforts against initiated measures, and delays in Nebraska as Gov. Pete Ricketts
sought to restrict the implementation of voter-approved Medicaid expansion for several years,
convinced South Dakotans Decide Healthcare and the Fairness Project that a constitutional
amendment was the most logical course.
They used paid petition circulators to speed the process and submitted 47,000 signatures last
November with the Secretary of State’s office, announcing in January that the proposal had qualified
for the November 2022 ballot officially as Amendment D.
“We had seen some of the things that the legislature does with initiated measures,” said Fischer-
Clemens. “Then some of us watched what was happening in Nebraska and basically said, ‘We don’t
want to go through that – we’re not going to live that long.’ In the end we were more confident that
we could reach our goal with a constitutional amendment.”
Weiland, however, points to Amendment A, the South Dakota recreational marijuana effort that
passed with 54% of the vote in 2020. Noem’s administration challenged the measure, saying it
violated the state’s requirement that constitutional amendments deal with just one subject, and
won a 4-1 decision at the South Dakota Supreme Court that prevented legalization from taking
place.
That single-subject clause had been a response to IM 22, meant to discourage sweeping voter-based
changes to state law. When it became clear that Medicaid expansion would be on the ballot in 2022,
Sen. Schoenbeck tried to orchestrate a preemptive strike with Amendment C, which was backed by
the Koch Brothers-funded Americans for Prosperity and would have required a 60% vote for ballot
measures that raise taxes or spend $10 million in general funds in their first five years.
The resounding failure of Amendment C was viewed by some as a message from voters to lay off the
petition process, which Weiland interpreted as a potential buffer for initiated measures as well. He
noted that state Sen. Wayne Steinhauer, R-Hartford, who chairs the Senate Health and Human
Services Committee, led an effort during the 2022 legislative session to endorse or prepare for
Medicaid expansion, a proposal that fell short but indicated a desire to get out in front of voter-
backed measures. Steinhauer did not respond to an interview request.







“I think state legislators realize that they’re on thin ice when it comes to messing around with the
will of voters,” said Weiland, whose group’s measure was certified June 9 by the Secretary of State’s
office with 17,249 valid signatures (the threshold is 16,961). “We have a chance to hold their feet to
the fire, because they mis-stepped on minimum wage, they mis-stepped on corruption, they mis-
stepped on cannabis and they’re getting tired of mis-stepping. This whole notion that the only way
to get things done is through constitutional amendment is not really the case anymore. I hope they
both pass. We’re encouraging people to vote for both.”
Finding support for Native populations
One of the most persuasive arguments for expanding Medicaid is its ability to address long-standing
health care concerns that plague tribal communities in South Dakota, which has the fourth-highest
percentage of Native American residents in the country.
A 2021 study by the Health Policy Institute at Georgetown found several predominantly Native
counties (Buffalo, Oglala Lakota, Todd) with at least four times the national average of uninsured
non-elderly adults.
Remi Bald Eagle, a member of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe who is part of the Dakotans for Health
group, pointed to the limitations of IHS services on reservations and noted how Medicaid expansion
could improve the level of care.
Some Native residents don’t live close to an IHS facility, or they require services that aren’t provided.
Expanding Medicaid would allow those patients to be referred to other hospitals or clinics, which
would then be reimbursed. Currently, referrals are determined by a “triage” system, meaning cases
are prioritized by level of medical severity.
“IHS facilities have a capped budget they operate under,” said Bald Eagle, a former Democratic
candidate for public utilities commissioner. “If a person’s condition is not seen as high priority, that
person might not get referred.” He added that third-party billing through Medicaid expansion could
potentially help IHS facilities expand services or upgrade medical personnel.
Among Native Americans with IHS access, Medicaid enrollment increased by 45% in expansion states
and 25% in non-expansion states from 2010 to 2018, according to the IHS Tribal Self-Governance
Advisory Committee.
Montana, which approved Medicaid expansion in 2016, saw more than 15,000 tribal members newly
enrolled in Medicaid in the first two years, according to the state Department of Public Health and
Human Services. The tribal and IHS facilities on the Blackfeet Reservation in northern Montana saw
an additional $13.6 million for services reimbursed by the federal government during that time.
Bald Eagle supports the initiated measure but said both proposals are encouraging to many in South
Dakota – not as government handouts, but as ways to address problems that low-income residents
and health providers have faced for a long time.
“It’s unfortunate that this life-saving issue has turned into a political bogeyman that people can use
as a scare tool,” he said. “The more people you have using these services, the more it helps
everyone, not just Indian Country, but South Dakota as a whole.”
By Stu Whitney
 


LJS: Nebraska Public Service Commission will conduct
reverse auction to expand broadband







 
The Nebraska Public Service Commission will conduct a reverse auction to fund $13 million of
broadband expansion in certain areas of the state.
Broadband companies can apply to take part in the auction through July 15, with the reverse auction
set to take place Aug. 8.
In the reverse auction, each census block will receive a starting price, and through successive
rounds, companies will lower their bid until a winner is determined.
Winners will be required to demonstrate they can provide broadband speeds of 100 Mbps download
and upload to a certain number of areas within the census block.
The funds to pay for expanding high-speed internet access come from redistribution of the Nebraska
Universal Service Fund.
The targeted areas are mainly in south-central and northeast Nebraska.
"We see this as another tool along with other NUSF programs and the Nebraska Broadband Bridge
Grant Program to get broadband into our rural areas," said Commission Chairman Dan Watermeier.
The Public Service Commission approved the process for the reverse auction in March.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: 'Unbeatable success' — Nebraska colleges, universities
reflect on 50 years of support from Pell Grant


 
Like thousands of students across the country, Abby Steffen was unsure of how she was going to pay
for a college education.
The sophomore-to-be at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln said she didn’t qualify for a Pell Grant
when she first submitted her Free Application for Financial Student Aid, known as FAFSA, the
document used to determine how much help she would be eligible to receive.
The oldest of eight children from a farm family that lives near Crofton, Steffen was assigned a high
expected family contribution, meaning she’d have to find other ways to pay tuition and other costs.
“I was really considering dropping out for a year and working because I wasn’t sure how I would be
able to afford everything,” said Steffen, who worked a second job during the school year, and took
on a handful of others this summer.
But when she asked the Office of Federal Student Aid at the U.S. Department of Education to
reconsider, citing special circumstances, Steffen learned that she would, in fact, be eligible to receive
a Pell Grant.
The Pell Grant, which celebrated its 50th anniversary earlier this month, offers up to $6,895 in
financial aid to students who demonstrate need, in order for them to pursue a college degree.
The money does not have to be paid back.
Steffen said learning she was eligible for a Pell Grant altered her future: “College is very stressful as it
is, and I know a lot of students are very grateful for the Pell Grant."
According to data collected by the U.S. Department of Education and published through the College
Scorecard, roughly 36% of students attending Nebraska’s public and private colleges and universities
received a Pell Grant in the 2019-20 school year.
At UNL, the number of recipients increased from 4,046 in 2010-11 to a high of 4,757 in 2017-18,
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before leveling off at 4,481 in 2020-21, the office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics
reported.
For first-time, full-time students, the number of Pell Grant recipients has jumped from 966 to 1,208
in the decade between 2010 to 2020.
As the number of students who receive Pell Grants has increased, so too has the average amount
awarded, by a little more than $500, according to UNL.
In 2010-11, undergraduate students at UNL received an average grant of $3,813; the average rose to
$4,489, while the average Pell Grant to first-time, full-time students increased from $3,728 to
$4,489 over the same time period.
Other schools, including other campuses across the NU system, the Nebraska State College System,
and community colleges across the state, as well as private colleges and universities, have also seen
success among students who qualify for federal assistance.
At the University of Nebraska at Omaha and the University of Nebraska at Kearney, for example,
roughly 34% and 36% of the student body received a Pell Grant in the 2019-20 school year,
according to the College Scorecard.
NU President Ted Carter, who knew Sen. Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island for whom the grant is named
— Pell wrote Carter’s nomination letter to the U.S. Naval Academy in 1977 — said the award, when
combined with a competitive tuition rate and support from private donors, “adds up to a story of
unbeatable success.”
About one-third of students who attend state college campuses in Peru, Wayne and Chadron used a
Pell Grant to pay part of their way, most of whom are first-generation college students, Chancellor
Paul Turman said. That’s up slightly over the numbers from a decade ago.
The current funding of the Pell Grant — about $5,600 per semester — pays the full tuition rate for
state colleges, and would cover additional costs of those students.
“The vision for those Pell Grants, when that program was first put in place, is how do we find
opportunities for the students to continue their education?” he said. “If you look at all of our aid
collectively, Pell is probably the biggest bucket our families draw from.”
UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green said the support offered by the Pell Grant has played an important
role for the 1 out of every 5 students who receive financial help from the federal government to go
to college.
The Pell Grant is often “first-dollar” aid, reducing the $25,000 cost of attendance at UNL by $4,500
on average before other aid is applied.
“When you look at the level of support those students need in order to not go to school with a lot of
debt, that’s significant,” Green said. “Pell becomes the foundation on which we stack all of the other
aid to try and minimize the cost for these students.”
That has helped UNL keep the average debt students graduate with at roughly $24,500, according to
the Institute for College Access and Success, which is below both the state average of $30,500 and
the national average of $32,700.
Green is a direct beneficiary of the Pell Grant program. As a first-generation student at Virginia Tech
University in 1979 “who would have qualified for Nebraska Promise,” Green received federal
assistance.
Stacked with other scholarships, the grant helped Green graduate with no college debt — he
acknowledges the difference in cost some four decades later — but says Pell helped him in ways
similar to how it helps students now.
“I didn’t work a lot when I was in college — I worked some as a student worker — but I was able to







go full-time as a student and not have to worry about 20-30 hours of workload a week,” he said. “I
was able to finish in 3 1/2 years instead of 5 or 6 years.”
Reducing the need to work several jobs in addition to taking a full slate of classes is something more
recent college students have experienced as well.
For Sadid Carrillo, who graduated from UNL in 2013 with a degree in finance and accounting, the Pell
Grant allowed him to not only attend UNL, but to take part in opportunities he otherwise wouldn’t
have been able to pursue.
“The core of it, in my opinion, is that it just helped me focus on school,” said Carrillo. “For me, I
wouldn’t have had the confidence or the overall ability to stay in school if not for the Pell Grant.”
The oldest of five children, Carrillo said his parents couldn’t cover the full cost of attendance at UNL.
Under the Pell Grant program, however, the Schuyler native qualified for the maximum amount,
roughly $5,000 a semester at the time.
When he considered dropping out and following his parents to work at Cargill — it was for “school
reasons” and not financial, he said — Carrillo said he surveyed the wide assortment of help he had
been offered and decided to stay.
That led to a college degree and, eventually, a job as a bank examiner at the Omaha office of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City.
“If it wasn’t for the Pell Grant, I don’t think I would have stayed in school,” he said. “All of those
resources definitely made the picture of going to college much more realistic and more possible.”
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: 55 nonprofits get combined $15 million of Omaha's
federal COVID recovery money


 
Fifty-five local nonprofits will receive a combined $15 million in grants from the City of Omaha’s
allotment of federal American Rescue Plan Act money for pandemic recovery.
The grants, ranging in size from $50,000 for the 100 Black Men of Omaha to over $700,000 for Siena
Francis House, will go to a wide variety of organizations that provide a host of human services,
according to a list announced Wednesday by Mayor Jean Stothert and officials of the Omaha
Community Foundation and United Way of the Midlands. The city contracted with the two
nonprofits to manage the distribution of the money.
The selected organizations should begin receiving the grants in July. The money comes out of the
City of Omaha’s $112 million allotment from the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act, an economic
recovery initiative of President Joe Biden’s that Congress passed in 2021.
The grant program represents the single largest investment of funding the City of Omaha has ever
made in the nonprofit community, the Mayor’s Office said. Stothert called it a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity Wednesday.
The city allotted $10 million to the Omaha Community Foundation to distribute to nonprofits for
programs including gang prevention and intervention, mental health, crisis response and assistance
to unemployed workers, including workforce readiness training, certification and employment
services.
United Way of the Midlands received $5 million to give to organizations that address such basic







needs as access to food, shelter and health care, as well as behavioral and mental health services,
health promotion and education, financial literacy, family support and services for people
experiencing homelessness.
The agencies sought to expand or enhance existing programs with the ability to sustain themselves
beyond this infusion of one-time funding, officials said Wednesday. Nonprofits applied for grants
through the United Way of the Midlands and Omaha Community Foundation.
Some of the larger amounts are $637,560 to Heartland Family Services, $610,000 to OneWorld
Community Health Centers and $600,000 to Heartland Workforce Solutions. The Charles Drew
Health Center will receive $600,000 for community-based crisis intervention, and Completely Kids
will receive a combined $560,000 for three programs: out of school time for vulnerable youth,
weekend food and mental health services for youths and families.
A complete list of grant recipients is on the City of Omaha website.
Leaders at United Way of the Midlands and the Omaha Community Foundation said they received
many more applications than could be funded.
“The pandemic brought new challenges and it also revealed barriers to opportunity and widened
gaps for many families,” said Shawna Forsberg, president and CEO of United Way of the Midlands.
“The ARPA dollars target high-need populations, agencies that have demonstrated specific and
compelling uses of funding that respond to COVID and assist with recovery throughout the
community.”
Stephen Jackson, chief operating officer of North Omaha Area Health, said the nonprofit will be able
to expand mental health support for people seeking services at its free clinic. He said the grants will
help meet community needs that have been exacerbated by the pandemic. Jackson said he was
thankful to Biden, Congress and the city.
“They did acknowledge this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” Jackson said. “However, the needs
aren’t once in a lifetime. The needs are ongoing.”
By Christopher Burbach
 


LJS Editorial, 6/30: Study will save time, money, pain down
the line


 
The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska wants an environmental impact study on a pair of proposed
carbon dioxide pipelines before permits are granted to build thousands of miles of pipeline across
several Great Plains states to carry gas from ethanol plants to sequestration sites deep underground
in North Dakota and Illinois.
The surprise, frankly, is that such a study is not already underway and the permitting process is
moving forward without such an assessment.
In fact, a study of the proposals should, if it is found to have little negative environmental impact,
reduce opposition to the pipelines, make it easier to obtain the rights to build the lines on private
land and reassure the public that the pipelines will have the benefits its proponents claim.
By sequestering carbon dioxide, Iowa-based Summit Carbon Solutions, which is proposing some
2,000 miles of pipelines, and Navigator Ventures, which has proposed 1,300 miles, could take
advantage of a tax credit passed in 2008 that would provide $50 for every ton of carbon stored for



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityofomaha.org%2Famerican-rescue-plan-act&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C39b4009e8cfa484f704108da5a9b7ac0%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637921921131328115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FzcPLZ%2BGReV%2BVPua2P54NakK1oEQKcrsI5cMi0U2cFE%3D&reserved=0





up to 12 years – a recognition of the need to reduce carbon dioxide in the atmosphere to combat
global warming.
Ethanol plants have been eager to sign up for the project because moving the CO2 will reduce their
“carbon intensity” scores, maintaining their access to markets, such as California, with strict
standards for fuel producers.
That would help Nebraska corn growers, who supply ethanol plants with roughly 280 million bushels
of corn each year. That is nearly 40% of the corn grown in the state each year, grain that would likely
have no market if the “carbon intensity” scores cannot be reduced and the plants are forced to shut
down.
Opponents, however, argue that the pipeline proposals are nothing but a “cash grab,” that the
technology of burying carbon dioxide hasn’t been proven and the project will not do enough to curb
greenhouse gas emissions from the plants.
The “cash grab” allegations are, to be fair, political rhetoric aimed at stirring opponents. But the
questions of the technology for transporting and burying the carbon dioxide and the amount of
greenhouse gas emissions can be addressed in a study.
Permitting agencies, be they county boards in Nebraska, state agencies here and in surrounding
states and at the federal level, should require such a study before giving the project a go-ahead.
Any delay created would simply be prudent and could likely prevent years of opposition over the use
of eminent domain and environmental issues that, as of now, seems sure to occur, both in public
bodies and the courts.
 


LJS: Ricketts wrong on gas prices


 
Possessing an MBA in marketing and finance from the prestigious University of Chicago Gov. Pete
Ricketts, one would think, is capable of something more than cheap political theater regarding the
high cost of gasoline. Sadly, the factual causes of high fuel prices have escaped Ricketts in in favor of
the simplistic narrative "Blame Biden."
Perhaps I can help the governor. First, oil production has not fallen during the Biden administration.
America produced 11.185 million barrels of crude oil per day in 2021, compared with 11.283 million
a year earlier under Trump. The amount produced in Biden’s first year exceeds the average daily
amount produced under Trump from 2017 to 2018, according to data from the U.S. Energy
Information Administration.
Second, the Keystone XL pipeline has had no effect on the current price of oil. The U.S. used nearly
20 million barrels of oil a day in 2021, while global consumption of oil was near 100 million barrels.
The pipeline would have contributed less than 1% to the world supply of oil, a drop in the bucket.
Third, new drilling permits have not declined during the Biden administration,
Federal data provided by the Bureau of Land Management shows the Biden administration approved
3,557 permits for drilling on public lands in 2021 compared to 2,658 in Trumps last year.
So why is the price of gas $2 higher than when Trump left office? I think Ricketts knows the answer,
the law of supply and demand. Grab that textbook Pete, it's there.
James H. Hoppe, Lincoln
 







AP: Democrats energized by tight race in GOP-leaning
Nebraska


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A special election in Nebraska was supposed to be an easy win for House
Republicans. It instead was the tightest race in decades in the GOP-dominated district, boosting
confidence among Democrats hoping to energize voters by tapping into public outrage over the U.S.
Supreme Court’s abortion ruling.
Republicans still won the open seat as expected, but the margin surprised even some Democrats
who have grown accustomed to lopsided, morale-crushing defeats.
Republican Mike Flood beat Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks with 53.2% of the vote in Tuesday’s
special election, according to unofficial results. Pansing Brooks received 46.8%, with less than 7,200
total votes separating the candidates. The win was the narrowest in decades in the Republican-
heavy, mostly rural 1st Congressional District, which hasn’t elected a Democrat to the House since
1964.
“It was a thrilling result,” said Danielle Conrad, a former Democratic state lawmaker from Lincoln.
“Patty far outpaced the conventional wisdom. I don’t think anybody expected her to perform this
well in such a tough district.”
Flood and Pansing Brooks were competing to replace disgraced former U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, a
Republican who routinely claimed at least 60% of the vote in his district before he was convicted in
March on charges that he lied to FBI agents about an illegal campaign donation.
Fortenberry resigned shortly after a jury found him guilty and was sentenced to probation Tuesday
in a federal court in Los Angeles. His departure left an open seat that needed to be filled before the
November general election.
In the final days of the campaign, Pansing Brooks emphasized her support for abortion rights in
response to the U.S. Supreme Court decision that overturned Roe v. Wade, the landmark 1973 case
that had prevented states from banning the procedure.
Blasting the court’s move as an assault on privacy, she appeared at crowded abortion-rights rallies
and on street corners, where her supporters raised signs that said, “Honk for choice, vote for Patty.”
In a recent campaign speech, she proclaimed that the election marked “the first day in the entire
country where we can fight back at the ballot box.”
Flood, meanwhile, spent the final days of his campaign promising to fight inflation and casting the
race as crucial for Republicans to win back a House majority and block the Biden administration’s
policy agenda.
Flood and Pansing Brooks will face each other again in November to determine who will serve a full
term starting in January 2023. Pansing Brooks’ campaign manager, Chris Triebsch, said the ruling
“created a lot of momentum” that their team hopes to carry into the next contest.
“We’re ecstatic to be where we’re at,” Triebsch said. “Obviously this gives us a really good roadmap
into November, to see the areas where we can invest and improve on.”
Adrienne Elrod, a Democratic political strategist who has worked at the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee and on Hillary Clinton’s 2016 campaign, said the Nebraska race was a sign of
energy among Democrats following the Supreme Court ruling last week.
Pansing Brooks was “a really strong candidate and she really capitalized on the moment,” Elrod said,
and made clear that she would fight for abortion rights in Congress.
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Elrod said national Democratic groups should see the race as a signal of momentum and consider
investing in places where they might not normally think prospects are favorable.
“I think they’re going to look at this as a bellwether, in a very positive way,” she said.
On Tuesday night, Flood steamrolled Pansing Brooks in every rural county in the district.
But in Lancaster County, which includes progressive-leaning Lincoln, Pansing Brooks beat him by a
healthy margin. Lancaster County provided nearly 75% of her total votes. The race was also tight in a
portion of the district that includes suburban Omaha, which Flood narrowly won.
The 1st Congressional District became slightly less Republican in 2021 after state lawmakers redrew
Nebraska’s congressional districts, but the GOP still holds a towering advantage. The district has
nearly 68,000 more Republicans than Democrats, according to the Nebraska secretary of state’s
office. And Democratic strength in Lincoln is more than offset by dozens of smaller, conservative
towns that generally oppose abortion.
The results surprised national Democrats as well. Tim Persico, the executive director of the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, said the Nebraska race was “not on our list” of
priorities because it wasn’t seen as competitive. He said for Pansing Brooks to narrowly lose in a
district that is still solidly Republican — and fare better there than Biden did in 2020 — is “extremely
unusual.”
“I think she deserves a lot of credit,” Persico said. “And I also just think that it’s a data point that
maybe the environment is shifting.”
Persico said the DCCC will evaluate whether to get involved in the general election, but the Nebraska
results weren’t enough to prompt an overhaul of their current strategy.
“I think that we’re pretty focused on the map that we have right now,” he said. “But when people
are actually voting, especially post-Roe, this is a pretty interesting data point.”
Flood, who lives 120 miles north of Lincoln in Republican-leaning Norfolk, said he was grateful to
have won in the district. A fervent opponent of abortion, he said he would be a conservative
advocate for the district but acknowledged that he needs to shore up his support around Lincoln and
suburban Omaha.
“I recognize that I have work to do,” he said.
By Grant Schulte and Michelle L. Price
 


OWH: Fortenberry wastes little time in appealing his
conviction and even his probation sentence


 
That didn’t take long.
A day after getting two years’ probation, community service and a $25,000 fine for lying to federal
agents investigating foreign campaign contributions, former Nebraska Rep. Jeff Fortenberry filed
notice he will appeal his convictions and his sentence.
Appealing his convictions wasn’t a surprise — Fortenberry, 61, has been adamant that he did
nothing wrong. The same couldn’t be said for the appeal of a sentence in which Fortenberry
received no prison time.
The Republican from Lincoln could have received up to 15 years in prison, but Judge Stanley
Blumenfeld Jr. ruled that Fortenberry’s conduct was an aberration from his normally upright
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character.
Technically, if the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals upheld Fortenberry’s conviction but remanded
his case for resentencing, Blumenfeld could impose a stiffer sentence.
Such a result wouldn’t be likely but is a longshot risk. In one case where the Nebraska Supreme
Court overturned a sentence in which a judge improperly quoted the Bible during the sentencing
hearing, a new judge gave the defendant more prison time at resentencing.
Fortenberry had 14 days to file notice that he would appeal. It took his attorneys 24 hours.
Wednesday’s filing was just a boilerplate form — both sides will file legal briefs on the matter in
coming months. The crux of Fortenberry’s appeal: He may have unwittingly misled federal officials
investigating the crime, but any misstatements were not material or of substance to the feds’
investigation.
Prosecutors have rejected that notion, noting that the jury considered the question of materiality
and “swiftly” convicted Fortenberry after an eight-day trial in March.
Prosecutors also pointed out that Fortenberry lied repeatedly in an interview in his Lincoln home
and in a follow-up interview in Washington, D.C., in 2019.
Although initially unaware, Fortenberry eventually was told that $30,000 in foreign “cash” was
funneled to him at a suburban Los Angeles fundraiser in February 2016. The $30,000 was supplied
by a controversial Nigerian billionaire, Gilbert Chagoury, as a reward for Fortenberry’s support of In
Defense of Christians, a group formed to protect Christians and other religious minorities in the
Middle East.
Prosecutors had cited Fortenberry’s lack of remorse in asking Blumenfeld to reconsider and impose
a prison sentence. Blumenfeld declined.
As the hearing wrapped up Tuesday, Fortenberry’s attorney, John Littrell, urged the judge to reduce
two parts of the sentence: his probation (from two years to one) and his fine. Littrell suggested that
$25,000 was too steep for Fortenberry after his fall from grace. But prosecutors mocked any
suggestion that Fortenberry is destitute.
Even after his convictions, they say, Fortenberry now works a job that pays him $144,000 a year. A
court official preparing a presentence report placed his net worth at more than $1.1 million. And it
doesn’t appear he’ll lose his federal pension, prosecutors say.
As he left the courthouse in Los Angeles Tuesday, a reporter asked Fortenberry if he would admit he
made campaign mistakes.
“This is an ongoing part,” Fortenberry said. “And I have a right as a citizen to continue my appeal.”
By Todd Cooper
 


AP: Convicted ex-Nebraska Rep. Fortenberry begins appeal


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Former U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of Nebraska began the process of filing an
appeal Wednesday, one day after he was sentenced to two years of probation for lying to FBI agents
about an illegal campaign contribution from a Nigerian billionaire.
Fortenberry, a Republican, made clear after he was found guilty in March that he intended to
challenge his federal conviction.
His new attorney, Glen E. Summers, said in a statement that the federal law used to convict
Fortenberry is “far too susceptible to abuse.”







Fortenberry was charged federally after two meetings with FBI agents where he denied knowing that
a $30,000 campaign contribution had come to him from a foreign national, which is illegal. At
Fortenberry’s sentencing, U.S. District Judge Stanley Blumenfeld said the congressman “turned a
blind eye and deaf ear” to warnings that the donation was improper.
 


AP: Clinics scramble to divert patients as states ban abortion


 
They call her, desperate, scared and often broke. Some are rape and domestic violence victims.
Others are new mothers, still breastfeeding infants. Another pregnancy so soon, they say, is
something they just can't handle.
“Heart wrenching,” said Angela Huntington, an abortion navigator for Planned Parenthood in
Missouri, who is helping callers reschedule canceled abortion appointments — sometimes hundreds
of miles away from their homes — after the fall of Roe v. Wade.
The ruling has set off a travel scramble across the country, with a growing number of states mostly
banning the procedure. Clinics operators are moving, doctors are counseling crying patients,
donations are pouring into nonprofits and one group is dispatching vans to administer abortion pills.
Some cities — including Kansas City and St. Louis — also are drafting plans to help with the travel
logistics.
Huntington has been preparing for this moment for months. Even before the U.S. Supreme Court’s
decision last week to end constitutional protection for abortion, the procedure had become difficult
to nearly impossible to obtain in states such as Texas, Oklahoma and Missouri.
“Basically," she said, they were “living in a post Roe era."
Now a fresh round of laws are taking effect. Staff at a clinic in Nashville were flooded with calls from
patients trying to understand the new legal landscape, after a federal court on Tuesday allowed the
state's ban on abortion as early as six weeks into pregnancy to take effect.
In Arkansas, some patients already were headed to a Planned Parenthood clinic in Little Rock to
obtain medication-induced abortions when the decision came down last week. Upon arriving, they
were sent home.
“I cannot believe this is happening today,” they told Huntington. Or alternatively, they muttered,
their voices oozing with sarcasm: “ Of course it’s happening today.”
Huntington and others try to help move their appointments to clinics in Kansas, Illinois and even
Colorado. If a patient is broke but has access to a reliable car, Huntington can offer gas cards. She
works with nonprofits to arrange commercial flights and lodging. In recent weeks, she said, a group
called Elevated Access has enlisted volunteer light aircraft pilots to transport patients to abortion
appointments, sometimes departing from small rural airstrips.
“It’s been hell,’’ said Dr. Jeanne Corwin, a gynecologist who works at a clinic in Dayton, Ohio, where
most patients are being turned away after new state rules took effect banning abortions when a
heartbeat can be detected. Many are being sent over the border to Indiana and the clinic’s sister site
in Indianapolis, where Corwin also works.
She said they are desperate, including a patient in her 30s, recently diagnosed with advanced
melanoma and in her first trimester.
“She has to end her pregnancy’’ so she can begin chemotherapy, and is going to Indiana, Corwin
said, adding that patients who are beyond Indiana’s 14-week cutoff are being sent to Illinois or
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Michigan.
Time also may be short for women diverted to Indiana because lawmakers there are expected to re-
consider the state’s abortion laws at a special session starting July 6.
The situation is particularly difficult for immigrants, some of whom lack the documentation to take a
commercial flights, said Lupe Rodríguez, executive director of the National Latina Institute for
Reproductive Justice.
“They’re simply not able to go anywhere to get this care," she said, adding that the ruling has also
created widespread confusion, with pregnant women fearful they could face criminal prosecution.
“There’s a lot of misinformation."
In Missouri, where abortions were already severely restricted, a new ban took effect Friday that only
allows the procedure in “cases of medical emergency.” Kansas City leaders are weighing a $300
stipend to help employees travel for an abortion. And across the state, in St. Louis, elected officials
are considering another measure that would use $1 million in federal coronavirus relief funds to pay
for transportation, lodging and other logistical support for abortion seekers.
“It’s kind of an American nightmare that we’re scrambling to find health care like this," said St. Louis
Alderwoman Annie Rice, adding that she anticipated the measure would pass by mid-July. If that
happens, abortion opponents have vowed to ask the state's attorney general to sue.
Just the Pill, a nonprofit health organization that helps patients obtain abortion pills, is hitting the
road. It has purchased two vans — one medication van and another where surgical abortions will be
done — with plans to begin operating those vans by mid- to-late-July in Colorado. The idea is to be
close to the borders of states that have restricted or outlawed abortion.
Mississippi's only abortion clinic, which is nicknamed the Pink House because of its bright pink paint
job, is facing closure if it loses its lawsuit that seeks to block a state law that makes most abortions
illegal as of July 7.
“We’re not giving up,” said the clinic’s owner, Diane Derzis, who plans to open a new abortion clinic
called the Pink House West early next month in Las Cruces, New Mexico. “Women have always had
abortions, no matter what it took.”
Following the ruling, donations have been pouring in to abortion funds like South Dakota Access for
Every Woman. Normally the group would get seven to 10 donations per month. Now they are
getting 10 to 20 a day, said Evelyn Griesse, a co-founder of the group. The money goes straight to
the abortion providers.
“If the woman says she’s using some of her own personal money to pay for the abortion, we say use
that money to do your travel expenses," Griesse said.
Some states are rolling out the welcome mat. Connecticut’s governor has a new campaign ad that
touts the state’s laws protecting abortion rights for women. They include a soon-to-take-effect law
that protects medical providers and patients from out-of-state legal actions.
“Women deserve the right to make their own decisions about their health care,” Gov. Ned Lamont, a
Democrat running for reelection in November, said in the 30-second commercial released over the
weekend.
In Pennsylvania, where state law still allows abortions in the first 24 weeks of pregnancy, call volume
has increased by tenfold and the number of patients has tripled at Allegheny Reproductive Health
Center in Pittsburgh.
“Patients are desperate and scared,” said the clinic's CEO, Dr. Sheila Ramgopal, adding that it is
plunging money into travel costs to help out-of-state patients — most of whom come from Ohio —
afford the trip.
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Pennsylvania abortion seekers also could be forced to travel, said Susan Frietsche, a staff attorney
for the Women’s Law Project, which represents abortion clinics in the state.
“Not because the law here has changed, but you won’t be able to find an appointment soon," she
said. “This is such a time-sensitive service.”
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TV and Radio
KMTV: Nebraska Republican politicians say gun control won't curb violence, add it's about mental
health
NPM: If Pansing Brooks Wins Special Election, Ricketts Could Appoint Anti-Abortion Replacement
NPM: Sen Fischer: Emphasize mental health in gun violence debate
 
Governor
LJS: Listen: Ricketts talks politics and family on Axelrod podcast
LJS: See which Nebraska license plate designs didn't get picked this time around
OWH: Nebraska State Ed Board authorizes funding to continue Safe2Help hotline
OWH: Older generations of women lived under abortion ban in Nebraska
Washington Examiner: 'Pro-life flag' created to rally around possible Roe v. Wade reversal
Grist: Is Nebraska building a $500 million ‘canal to nowhere’ just to own the libs?
 
State Capitol
Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska AG joins free-speech case involving Colorado web designer
LJS: Nebraska joins push for business owners' right to deny service to same-sex couples
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KNEB: State Auditor Questions Agencies Over Pandemic Virus Testing, Contact Tracing Contracts
 
Agency
OWH: Nebraska's tourism slogan is 'not for everyone,' but commission calls it a success
OWH: Nebraska education commissioner expresses frustration over board's handling of his contract
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Dueling court briefs in medical marijuana lawsuit disagree on history, intent of initiative powers
Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska counties inconsistent in who is sent early ballot request cards
OWH: New complaints allege voter ID petition circulators are misleading would-be signers
OWH: Nebraska hospital officials decry violence against health care workers
OWH: Before Roe v. Wade, some Nebraska abortion practitioners faced prosecution
Nebraska Examiner: EPA violation filed over slow response to mitigate damage to Sandhills stream
OWH: Many other Omaha-area school districts not considering stipends for staff
LJS: State ed board: Schuyler High School no longer needs intervention for low performance
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Finding and honoring graves of Genoa students would help Nebraska heal
OWH Midlands Voices: We need to do more to support expecting mothers during and after
pregnancy
OWH Public Pulse


1. School security
2. License plates
3. North Viking Battalion
4. Experience matters
5. Climate change
6. Higher tax bite to come


LJS Editorial, 6/5: Crash carries sobering lessons for the future
LJS Letters


1. Same old song and dance
2. 'Media' missing important story
3. Tragic end of our nation
4. Time for political 911 call
5. Call on senators to take action
6. If lawmakers won't, voters will
7. Magical thinking won't work
8. Amazed at contradictions
9. Another name for tax break


10. Pansing Brooks is the choice
11. Time to vote them out


 
National/Federal
LJS: Flood hosts Kevin McCarthy; Pansing Brooks cites local endorsements
AP: Local governments turn away $73M of federal pandemic aid
AP: Abbott restarts baby formula plant linked to contamination
 


LJS: Listen: Ricketts talks politics and family on Axelrod podcast
 







Pete Ricketts and David Axelrod engaged in a revealing and wide-ranging discussion while the
governor was in Chicago a week ago for an appearance at the University of Chicago and you can
listen in on their conversation on the latest Axe Files podcast online.
Axelrod, a guiding figure in President Barack Obama's historic 2008 election as the first Black
president, his successful reelection bid in 2012 and as senior advisor to the Democratic president for
eight years, and Ricketts, Nebraska's two-term conservative Republican governor.
They talked about topics ranging from the Ricketts family, the family-owned Chicago Cubs, the
governor's unsuccessful bid for a 2006 Senate seat, his sister's same-sex marriage, his pro-life views
opposing abortion.
And the governor's support of the death penalty as a Catholic despite Pope Francis' encyclical calling
upon all Catholics to advocate for the abolition of capital punishment.
And his 2nd Amendment defense of gun rights in the wake of the latest massacre of 19 elementary
school students and two teachers in Texas.
"You can't buy a bazooka or a cannon," Axelrod said.  "Why semi-automatic guns?"
All those tough and sometimes uncomfortable questions were raised by Axelrod during their lively
interchange.
Lots of interesting Ricketts family history emerged too along with the fact that it was former Sen.
Chuck Hagel who suggested that he pursue the Senate seat held by Democratic Sen. Ben Nelson in
2006.
Ricketts did and lost big-time, hated losing, but said he "loved the experience."
The discussion with Axelrod was friendly and respectful and often punctuated by the governor's
explosive laughter.
"You're a super-smart guy," Axelrod said at one point.  "And a data guy."
When Axelrod raised concerns about the dangerous divisions that led to the insurrection at the
nation's Capitol a year and a half ago and the lingering "terror of our politics," the governor said
"we'll get though it."
"Use your formidable voice," Axelrod urged Ricketts. 
                                     *****   
Sen. Ben Sasse called for creation of "a NATO for the Pacific" during his address at the Reagan Library
in southern California last week.
And he suggested that the United States should "arm the Taiwanese military to the teeth" in the face
of a growing threat by China to reclaim its former island territory. 
It's time to "sound the alarm for Taiwan," secure and protect an ally and friend as the United States
does in Europe, Sasse said, and assure "free navigation of the seas" in the Pacific Ocean.
"I want us to be America again," Sasse said. 
                                              ****                                                            
Finishing up:
* House Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy closed his luncheon appearance in Lincoln in support of
GOP congressional nominee Mike Flood to coverage by the news media.  Afterwards, guests whom I
asked said McCarthy said nothing that would have been damaging or uncomfortable in print. 
* McCarthy wouldn't do a newspaper interview while he was in Lincoln, only a brief Lincoln TV
appearance and a friendly interview with Omaha talk radio.
* Reminder: Flood and Democratic congressional nominee Patty Pansing Brooks will meet for a one-
hour, live televised debate next Sunday on KETV, beginning at 6 p.m.
* Ugly reminder of what might lie ahead in Ukraine: When Russian troops invaded Afghanistan in







late 1979 and encountered stubborn resistance that kept the war going on and on, Russia did not
leave until early 1989, almost a decade later.
* Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon has signaled his intention to attempt to end selection of committee
chairpersons in the non-partisan Legislature by secret ballot when the 2023 Legislature convenes,
requiring each senator to make his or her choice public.
* Impossible to accurately predict what a new Legislature will be like, but signs point to a more
conservative — and perhaps more partisan — edition next year with a huge turnover and the
departure of a number of moderate, independent and essentially non-partisan Republicans, most of
whom were legislative leaders.
* Nebraska's new motor vehicle license plate design is artistic and attractive, but the Capitol mosaic
artwork that adorns the new plates appears to be barely perceptible, at least in the modeling
unveiled at a gubernatorial news conference. 
* "And what is so rare as a day in June?  Then, if ever, come perfect days."  — James Russell Lowell.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: See which Nebraska license plate designs didn't get picked this time around
 
Honeybees, windmills, cottonwood trees and Chimney Rock were among several design options
submitted for Nebraska's next license plate.
After rejecting vibrant blue skies, classic sunsets and an all-black option, a design featuring a mosaic
from the floor of the state Capitol was ultimately selected.
Known as the "Genius of Creative Energy," the mosaic features planets, suns, moons and stars. It will
be displayed on an estimated 8 million license plates from 2023-2028, according to Rhonda Lahm,
director of the state Department of Motor Vehicles.
The plate was chosen for its nod to Nebraska's rich history, which is told in various art forms
throughout the Capitol.
Several other design options alluded to the relationship between the rural and urban aspects of
Nebraska, with city sky lines, cornfields and farm houses — themes that have been used for the
state license plate in the past.
"I think a lot of people around the country know that Nebraska is an agricultural state, and that has
certainly been the theme of many of our license plates in the past," Gov. Pete Ricketts said Tuesday
at a news conference.
Other options honed in on the celebration of Arbor Day, featuring blue skies, green grass and
flourishing trees.
Another design focused on Nebraska's state insect: the honeybee. With a yellow border and
honeycomb design, the plate also was emblazoned with the saying "the Western Honey Bee State."
A third design kept things simple with a black background and white lettering.
When searching for the next license plate, first lady Susanne Shore and others working on the
project had to be wary of certain limitations set by the Legislature.
Shore had to make sure certain font, letter and number sizes, colors and visibility levels were up to
code — which is not something she initially anticipated.
“I originally thought when we started that you just find a nice attractive image and stylistically plop it
on that plate and you’re ready to go. I couldn’t have been more wrong," Shore said during the news
conference.
The chosen design was instantly under public scrutiny, with mixed opinions surfacing across social







media platforms, but Shore is satisfied with the decision.
“I think it’s incredibly unique and I’m willing to stand behind it," she said. "It’s inevitable that there’s
going to be criticism. It’s sort of a state sport in every state to criticize the license plate. I think time
will show that this will become a very beloved license plate.”
By Jenna Ebbers
 


OWH: Nebraska State Ed Board authorizes funding to continue Safe2Help hotline
 
A school tip line that state officials say has successfully thwarted shootings in Nebraska will be
funded for another year with federal COVID-19 aid.
But officials with the Nebraska Department of Education said Friday that they will eventually make a
case to state lawmakers that it’s worth receiving state funding.
Members of the Nebraska State Board of Education voted Friday to approve a one-year, $809,445
contract with Boys Town to operate the Safe2Help line.
The money is coming from the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief fund.
Brian Halstead, assistant Nebraska commissioner of education, said the law that created the
program calls for collecting data and reporting back to the Legislature.
“We’ll collect the data,” Halstead said. “We think we can show and justify why this is a wise
investment for everyone to continue to fund this with state general funds.”
Jolene Palmer, director of school safety with the Nebraska Department of Education, briefed the
board on the program, which is already up and running.
She said the line has received 1,300 reports, including 41 for weapons in school and 59 for alleged
attacks.
The anonymous line gives a “voice to the voiceless, so that they can have somewhere to go with the
information,” Palmer said.
Legislative Bill 322, passed last year and signed by Gov. Pete Ricketts, expanded the reporting system
statewide, giving students, staff and parents an anonymous way to make reports.
The reports can be made via phone, website or email.
The reports are fielded by trained crisis counselors, managed by Boys Town.
Reports are directed back to the local district or nonpublic school, where school-based threat
assessment teams evaluate the report and, if necessary, take action.
If there’s an immediate threat, then the crisis counselors can alert emergency services, law
enforcement or child protective services directly.
The most common reports were about someone considering suicide, followed by bullying.
Other concerns reported were dating violence, and threats against people and property.
In more than 80% of violent school incidents someone leaked information before the actual incident.
In other words, four of five times someone knew what was about to happen.
“Our goal is to save lives, and our other goal is to make life better for kids, especially, like, if they’re
being bullied,” Palmer said.
She said they’re serving about 40% of the students in Nebraska.
Every week a couple of more schools join the program, she said.
“We hope that we can get up to 100% in the very near future,” she said.
Chad Denker, superintendent with David City Public Schools, said he was initially skeptical about
joining the line. Now he thinks it was one of the district’s best decisions.
He said his district took a “leap of faith,” assembled a threat assessment team to field the calls and



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fsafety-director-nebraska-has-made-progress-fortifying-schools-but-theres-more-to-be-done%2Farticle_8a3707c6-de08-11ec-979f-e307ba153ad5.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C992cf1ff5f1e4fe6419708da47c75a40%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637901218813805677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RShXVw%2FHSM2M15I2vUDn9RcdpvNzIGhVDh3%2FejuOO4Y%3D&reserved=0





trained students about the program.
He said they’ve received reports about teachers providing vaping materials to kids and about kids
harming themselves.
“They were cutting themselves,” he said. “We’ve had kids call in and say, ‘My friend has been talking
about committing suicide.’ And so we’ve been able to prevent some of the self-harm.”
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Older generations of women lived under abortion ban in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN — Three generations of women have grown up with abortion being legal and available,
even though restricted, in Nebraska.
But older women lived through a time when Nebraska law, like most around the nation, banned
abortion except when necessary to preserve a woman’s life or when advised by two physicians.
Their memories offer a glimpse of what could be in store if the U.S. Supreme Court strikes down Roe
v. Wade, the landmark 1973 ruling that legalized abortion, and if abortion opponents in Nebraska
succeed in changing state law, although there have obviously been some changes in health care and
cultural attitudes in 50 years.
The high court is expected to rule by the end of June. Gov. Pete Ricketts has said he will work with
Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers to call a special legislative session on abortion if Roe is
overturned.
Both men supported a bill this spring that would have banned all abortions, with no exceptions.
However, it would have provided an affirmative defense for a doctor performing an abortion to save
a woman’s life. The measure failed after a filibuster-ending cloture motion fell two votes short.
The 93-year-old
Looking back, Marcia Kushner calls herself “pretty naive” when she was young. The Lincoln woman
didn’t know anyone who got “in trouble,” as they said then.
She was careful to avoid any risk of pregnancy herself before getting married in 1949. That meant
avoiding sex, even with her fiancé, because condoms were the only birth control available to
unmarried couples at the time.
“There was no way I was going to not engage in abstinence because of the fear of pregnancy,” she
said.
Decades later, she learned that four women close to her had undergone abortions in secret and, in
three cases, in violation of the law. Kushner is a supporter of abortion rights and spent years
volunteering to escort women seeking abortions at Lincoln’s Planned Parenthood clinic past anti-
abortion protesters.
She said her mother didn’t talk about her own abortion until she reached her 90s. It happened in the
early 1930s, during the depths of the Great Depression. She had two children already and Kushner’s
father was barely managing to support the family by peddling produce from a truck.
When her mother got pregnant, Kushner said, she was determined to go where the rich women in
Omaha went for their abortions. The procedure cost $100, a huge sum for the cash-strapped family.
They managed only by borrowing from a relative.
Nearly three decades later, in the late 1950s or early 1960s, a pair of friends went together to get
abortions, Kushner said. One was a married woman with three children and severe financial
struggles. The other was married with four children and couldn’t handle more.
When both wound up pregnant again, they reached out to a more worldly relative in another state,







who connected them with someone offering abortions. They got on the train in Nebraska for a
supposed family visit.
“It was not a real savory experience,” Kushner said. “They really put their lives on the line.”
One woman returned with a pelvic infection, a common but potentially deadly risk of such
unregulated procedures. She recovered, thanks to antibiotics.
The fourth abortion happened shortly before the Roe v. Wade decision made the procedure legal in
Nebraska. The woman was 19 years old, unmarried, a college student, pregnant and ashamed.
Kushner said the young woman went to Planned Parenthood in Lincoln. Workers there helped her
arrange an abortion in New York City, where the procedure had been newly legalized. She borrowed
money for travel and the procedure, a debt it took a long time to pay off.
“She didn’t tell a soul,” Kushner said. “To this day, she does not want her name known.”
The 88-year-old
Shirley Lang was aware of abortion in the years before Roe v. Wade, but she didn’t give it much
thought. She knew abortions were forbidden in her church and in the Catholic hospital where she
worked. They were also illegal in every state well into the 1960s.
She certainly never knew any woman who had one.
“They would never tell it,” the Lincoln woman said. “That would be something so hidden.”
The few girls in her acquaintance who wound up pregnant outside of marriage mostly ended up
marrying the guy who got them pregnant, Lang said.
As a student nurse in the early 1950s in Iowa, she assisted at what was called an abortion. But it
wasn’t what is commonly thought of as abortion. It happened after the fetus had died and the
dilation and curettage procedure was being done to clear out the woman’s uterus and prevent
complications.
Lang also remembered one patient with chronic health problems. The doctor asked what was wrong,
and the woman confessed she had had an abortion and started to weep.
Other patients came in with pelvic infections. At the time, big-city hospitals had special wards for
abortions that turned septic. Where Lang worked, while some cases may have resulted from illegal
abortions, the records did not reflect that.
The mother of six was propelled to action when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that women had a
constitutional right to abortion and that states could put few restrictions on it before the third
trimester of pregnancy. She co-founded Lincoln Right to Life and has been a leader in the decades-
long fight against abortion.
“When that happened, I was so shocked by it all,” Lang said. “I remember thinking this can’t happen.
I knew that this is an innocent; the fetus is a living human being.”
The 77-year-old
Sue Ellen Wall remembers the gut-punch when she first saw the photo in a magazine she pulled
from a Lincoln drugstore rack.
A police photo of a woman, later identified as Gerri Santoro of Connecticut, naked, kneeling and
collapsed on a motel room floor. Bloody towels between her legs and another towel by her right
hand. She had bled to death from an illegal abortion attempted with the help of her partner.
“I was old enough to know it was happening and there would be stories in the paper about women
found dead,” Wall said. “That was just kind of a visual shocker.”
The photo became an abortion-rights symbol, representing the dangers of driving the procedure
underground. Wall, a retired attorney, became an outspoken abortion-rights advocate.
In her personal life, she didn’t know anyone ready to reveal they had gotten an abortion. But she







knew the toll that pregnancy could take on a woman’s life.
While in junior high school, she knew a classmate who got pregnant and disappeared. The girl did
not return to attend high school. Several years later, two students at the junior high where she was
student teaching got pregnant. Those girls stayed and finished out the year.
There was also the family story about her Presbyterian grandmother who had 13 pregnancies, Wall
said. To spare her the danger of additional pregnancies, relatives arranged for her husband to visit a
prostitute in town on a regular basis and set up violin lessons for Wall’s father as a cover story.
The 64-year-old
Sandy Danek was in her mid-teens when abortion became legal in Nebraska. One month after the
Supreme Court decided Roe v. Wade, a federal court tossed out Nebraska’s abortion ban. That May,
state lawmakers passed a law allowing abortions in Nebraska for the first time in a century.
Still Danek, now executive director of Nebraska Right to Life, was old enough to experience the time
before Roe. She remembers being surprised when a friend of a friend in junior high school got
pregnant and her mother whisked her off to New York for an abortion.
“It seemed strange to me,” she said. “Why go all the way to New York?”
That mother’s reaction contrasted with how two others in Danek’s life handled pregnancies outside
of marriage. In neither case was abortion considered, she said.
One young woman got married and left school after winding up pregnant at age 16. She later got her
GED and went to college. Danek said the girl was terrified to tell her parents, who could be abusive.
But they remained calm when a doctor’s bill for a pregnancy test arrived in the mail and her secret
was revealed.
Another young woman Danek knew had gotten pregnant several years earlier. That young woman
spent her pregnancy at a Lincoln home for unwed mothers, but kept the baby. Her own father
helped her raise the child until she got married.
“There’s no erasing the fact that women struggle with these issues,” she said.
By Martha Stoddard
 


Washington Examiner: 'Pro-life flag' created to rally around possible Roe v. Wade
reversal
 
An organization has designed and manufactured a flag for those who oppose abortion
access to rally behind.
Last summer, the Pro-Life Flag Project solicited potential designs for the flag and then put them to a
vote. Now, the winning design, crafted by Brazilian freelancer Nanda Gasperini, has been
manufactured and is up for distribution.
The flag features two baby footprints, one pink and the other blue, which has been the international
pro-life symbol since 1979. Two feet arches form a white heart in the middle, representing
nonviolence in its color and the love between mother and child in its shape. Two hands encircle the
feet to evoke a mother's womb and protection.
Lt. Gov. Mike Foley of Nebraska, a Republican, has recognized the flag as the symbol of the anti-
abortion movement with the approval of Gov. Pete Ricketts. Sen. Deb Fischer (R-NE) has also
received a flag.
"Nebraskans consistently and courageously take action to protect preborn life by volunteering at
pregnancy centers, aiding expectant mothers, giving generously to young families, taking part in
prayer walks and vigils, and displaying their support for life on signs along state highways,"
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the proclamation recognizing the flag read.
Neither Ricketts nor Fischer responded to the Washington Examiner's request for comment to verify
if the flags are on display.
Pro-Life Flag Project Founder Will McFadden told the Washington Examiner that his organization is
in contact with other pro-life organizations, politicians, and influencers to utilize and popularize the
flag.
"The rainbow flag didn't become a universally recognized flag overnight," McFadden said.
In the meantime, the flag has been flying over individuals' homes, right to life groups, and churches.
By Jenny Goldsberry
 


Grist: Is Nebraska building a $500 million ‘canal to nowhere’ just to own the libs?
 
Earlier this spring, Nebraska lawmakers passed a bill authorizing construction of a canal that would
siphon water from neighboring Colorado, igniting a war of words between the two states’ leaders.
Nebraska’s governor, Republican Pete Ricketts, says that the canal will “protect Nebraska’s water
rights for our kids, grandkids, and generations beyond.” Colorado’s Democratic governor, Jared Polis,
calls the scheme a “canal to nowhere” that is “unlikely to ever be built.”
The two states share rights to water from the South Platte River, and Republican politicians in
Nebraska say that a new canal is necessary to guard the state’s water supply from encroachment by
its fast-growing neighbor to the west.
The strange thing about the political firestorm, according to water experts, is that the canal wouldn’t
really do anything. The water Nebraska wants to protect doesn’t face an immediate threat from
Colorado, and in any case it’s not clear the canal would provide Nebraska any additional water
beyond what it already receives. The total amount of water that could flow through the planned
$500-million-dollar canal is unlikely to change the course of either state’s future.
“It’s sort of a weird claim,” said Anthony Schutz, an associate law professor at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and an expert on water issues. “I’m not sure what exactly this thing would protect
us from.” 
Even if the canal doesn’t alter the balance of water between the two states, however, it does help
Nebraska lawmakers spend down federal funding they received from the $1.9 trillion stimulus
package passed by Congressional Democrats last year. It might also allow them to score political
points by antagonizing the Democrats who govern Colorado. The episode comes as other parts of
the western U.S. really do face wrenching, zero-sum tradeoffs in allocating water during an ongoing
megadrought that has been exacerbated by climate change — and it may be a preview of how
anxieties around those issues can be mobilized for partisan warfare.
The history behind the canal project is a curious footnote in the larger story of western water. Way
back in 1923, Colorado and Nebraska signed a treaty that governed the use of one segment of the
South Platte River, which flows from the Colorado Rockies through Denver and into Nebraska. The
treaty required Colorado to send 150 cubic feet of water per second to Nebraska for the duration of
the irrigation season—in other words, it prevented Colorado from drying up the river before
Nebraska farmers could use it. The treaty also gave Nebraska the right to build a canal large enough
to divert an additional 500 cubic feet of water per second during the irrigation offseason, but the
project never came to fruition: Engineers had already tried and failed to build a canal through the
rocky territory connecting the states in the late 1800s, and no one ever revived the idea.
For about a century, the treaty collected dust. Nebraska has perhaps the largest groundwater
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resources of any state, not to mention thousands of miles of rivers, so water wasn’t a huge issue.
Plus, Colorado often exceeded its treaty obligations on the South Platte: From 1996 through 2015,
the state delivered Nebraska almost 8 million more acre feet than it was required to deliver under
the treaty. Around the same time, however, Colorado began drawing more from the South Platte to
support booming population growth, primarily in the Denver area. 
In January of this year, Colorado officials released an updated plan for the South Platte, outlining
almost 300 possible water diversion projects along the river. This list of projects was just
hypothetical, but it caught the attention of Nebraska lawmakers. Governor Ricketts released a
statement saying he was “vigilantly watching” the construction of new water infrastructure in
Colorado, and he told the legislature “they are trying to take our water.” Even though water from
the South Platte is far from essential to the survival of Nebraskan agriculture, and even though
Colorado already delivered far more to Nebraska than it needed to under the treaty, Ricketts
insisted the state needed to protect its water rights from the growing liberal metropolis to the west.
“It’s a bit of a straw man,” Schutz, the University of Nebraska water law expert, said of Nebraska’s
concern about the Colorado projects. “A lot of those projects that [Colorado] is proposing wouldn’t
actually decrease the availability of water.”
Even so, the century-old treaty gave Nebraska the theoretical rights to build a canal of its own, and
the state had plenty of money to pursue such a project. That was thanks to President Biden’s
American Rescue Plan, which doled out billions of dollars of pandemic recovery aid to Nebraska and
left the state with a significant budget surplus. The state’s unicameral legislature has spent most of
this year’s session trying to find ways to spend down that surplus, and the $500 million canal project
was a perfect candidate. The legislature passed a bill in April that allocated $50 million to start canal
construction, enough to start purchasing land in Colorado and conduct preliminary designs.
The legislature’s sudden move on the bill came as a shock to water experts. As one Colorado water
manager put it, “the water world was rocked” when the bill passed. 
That’s because, according to Schutz, the very premise of the canal project is flawed. Ricketts argued
that the canal would avert a “decrease [in] agricultural water supplies and [increased] pumping
costs,” but neither scenario is in the cards, even if Colorado’s population keeps growing. Nebraska
relies on groundwater for more than 80 percent of its farming irrigation, and the water that comes
from the hypothetical canal would only arrive during the offseason anyway, so it wouldn’t help the
state’s farmers. Meanwhile, the state’s water rights only cover one section of the South Platte, and
Colorado has unlimited rights over a section of the river farther upstream, meaning the Centennial
State can sustain future growth even without encroaching on Nebraska’s water.
Furthermore, Schutz says, it isn’t clear that there’s even enough water in the river to fill the canal,
should it ever be built.
“If you look at the amount that’s coming in right now, that’s probably the maximum amount of
water that we would ever get in the canal,” he told Grist. “And that is not a lot of water.” Not only
that, but the treaty also only gives Nebraska the right to build a canal that can divert 500 cubic feet
of water per second. It doesn’t actually give the state the right to that much water.
“From a political perspective, I think that the governor had to make Colorado into a bad guy, but
then when you really get into the weeds I don’t know how bad of a guy Colorado is,” Schutz said,
arguing that the state’s conservative government has been straining to find ways to spend away the
federal stimulus money so that lawmakers “don’t have to deal with the political dynamics of having a
bunch of extra cash to spend on social programs.”
As the bill neared passage this spring, the two governors sniped back and forth at each other in the
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media. Colorado Governor Polis called the project a “boondoggle” and said his state would
“aggressively assert” its water rights. Ricketts shot back: “I didn’t know Jared Polis was so concerned
about taxpayers here in Nebraska…. In fact, he’s never really talked to me.”
For now the debate is just a war of words, but it could escalate if the canal moves forward. Colorado
and Nebraska have sued each other in the past over water, and indeed Colorado reached a
settlement with Nebraska just a few years ago over claims that Colorado violated a water-sharing
compact on a different river. Building the canal would require Nebraska to purchase or condemn
farmland across state lines in Colorado, which would likely lead to litigation from private landowners
as well. Colorado probably wouldn’t sue Nebraska until the latter actually began to build the canal,
but if it did sue, the dispute would go straight to the U.S. Supreme Court.
The fact that such a minor water project can generate so much controversy is a sign that water
security is becoming a key political issue even in places where the drought situation is not yet
catastrophic. The century-old compact between Nebraska and Colorado, like the treaties that anchor
the use of the Colorado River farther to the west, was designed in an era of cooperation and
compromise between the states. As water supplies across the region continue to vanish, though,
that interstate friendliness is vanishing with them. In its place has emerged a conflict over how to
balance competing interests like agriculture and urban growth. In this case, though, the conflict is
more reminiscent of a schoolyard fight than a grand political debate.
By Jake Bittle
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska AG joins free-speech case involving Colorado web
designer
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson has joined a coalition of 19 other
conservative states in arguing that a Colorado website designer, because of her religious beliefs,
shouldn’t be legally required to design websites for same-sex weddings.
The case of Lorie Smith, who owns 303 Creative, deals with a free speech question that wasn’t
answered in 2018 when the U.S. Supreme Court decided another Colorado case, involving a cake
shop.
Colorado’s Anti-Discrimination Act prohibits a public business from refusing to provide services to
customers based on their identity, which includes sexual orientation.
The Supreme Court, in its ruling in the Masterpiece Cake Shop case, didn’t answer the main question
raised: What has more legal importance, a business’s freedom to choose its customers, or the
government’s interest in stopping discrimination based on sexual orientation?
Legal observers see the 303 Creative appeal as offering the Supreme Court — which is now more
conservative than when the Masterpiece Cake Shop case was heard — an opportunity to make a
ruling that would have major implications for federal, state and local civil rights laws.
 The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals had ruled that if Smith, the sole employee of 303 Creative,
designs websites for opposite-sex weddings, she must also legally do so for same-sex weddings. The
court reasoned that Colorado had a compelling interest in ensuring “equal access to publicly
available goods and services.”
Smith’s appeal argues that Colorado law violates her First Amendment rights of free speech.
Peterson, in a “friend of the court” amicus brief, argues that because Smith “speaks” through her
custom design work, Colorado cannot force her to address the topic of same-sex marriage. 
The other states besides Nebraska in the coalition are: Arizona, Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Georgia,
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Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Utah and West Virginia.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Nebraska joins push for business owners' right to deny service to same-sex couples
 
Nebraska has joined an effort to urge the U.S. Supreme Court to rule that states can't use public
accommodation laws to force business owners to act contrary to their religious beliefs.
Attorney General Doug Peterson said Thursday he had filed an amicus brief as part of a 20-state
coalition in the case 303 Creative v. Elenis.
Lorie Smith, who owns 303 Creative in Colorado, is a graphic artist and website designer. Smith
wants to expand her business into wedding websites, but she says her religious beliefs prohibit her
from promoting same-sex weddings.
Under Colorado’s anti-discrimination law, the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals said that if Smith designs
websites for opposite-sex weddings, she is required to create websites for same-sex weddings. Smith
sued, alleging that Colorado’s law violates her rights under the First Amendment.
Other states besides Nebraska that are part of the coalition are Arizona, Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas,
Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Ohio,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah and West Virginia. All have Republican attorneys
general.
 


KNEB: State Auditor Questions Agencies Over Pandemic Virus Testing, Contact Tracing
Contracts
 
Nebraska’s Auditor of Public Accounts is questioning whether the State received the pandemic
services it paid for under no-bid contracts related to virus testing and contact tracing efforts from
July 2020 through June 2021.
According to management letters issued to the Nebraska Department of Administrative Services and
Department of Health and Human Services this week, the APA office outlined questionable issues
tied to the TestNebraska efforts by Nomi Health, as well as with the contract for Professional
Research Consultants (PRC), which provided services such as contact tracing and operating a vaccine
hotline.
In the letter to DAS, auditors say the contract with Nomi Health stated that 1.2 million tests kits were
to be received, but based on available documentation, there was support for the receipt of only
803,240 test kits. APA said at a cost between $25 and $32.50 per kit, questioned costs range
between $9.919- and nearly $12.895-million. The letter also said a second amendment to the
contract for additional services and management provided associated with collection sites did not
involve clear language.
DAS responded that their own records indicated a lack of packing slip documentation maintained
during the pandemic, particularly in the early months of June, July, and August 2020, however, such
test kits were received. They said according to DHHS electronic lab records, a minimum of 789,400
tests were performed, a count of warehouse inventory accounted for an additional 206,500 test kits,
providing support for receipt of at least 995,900 test kits, and Nomi Health, Inc. provided
documentation supporting over 1.2 million test kits, meaning the contract was fulfilled.
In the DHHS letter, APA said multiple issues were noted when reviewing invoices and underlying







contracts with PRC. It says the Department had agreed informally to pay PRC based on a specified
number of guaranteed hours; however, the contractual language appeared to indicate that payment
would be based on actual hours worked.
The Department did provide the APA with emails exchanged with PRC, revealing an apparent
understanding that payments would be based on guaranteed hours because PRC would have to pay
the wages of the workers on hand, regardless of whether they were utilized or not. “Had the
Department paid solely for hours worked, based on the existing contractual language and the
invoices provided, payments to PRC would have totaled only $1,566,629, during the four month
period reviewed. Instead, the actual amount paid was $6,694,200, based on the informal
understanding regarding guaranteed hours, resulting in a difference of $5,127,571.”
APA recommended that DHHS implement procedures to ensure contracts are written to reflect
clearly the intentions of the parties, providing both transparency and protection from potential
liability due to ambiguous terms.
By Scott Miller
 


OWH: Nebraska's tourism slogan is 'not for everyone,' but commission calls it a success
 
Nebraska’s current tourism slogan landed with a splash in 2018, stirring a strong social media
reaction and generating press coverage on several national platforms, from The Washington Post to
“The Late Show with Stephen Colbert.”
The national award-winning slogan — “Nebraska. Honestly, it’s not for everyone” — continues to
evoke praise and criticism, with even a few Republican gubernatorial candidates calling for a change.
But with a busy summer travel season officially underway, Nebraska’s tourism chief says the state
doesn’t plan to shed the striking slogan any time soon.
John Ricks, executive director of the Nebraska Tourism Commission, considers the campaign a
success and cites tourism metrics and state rankings to make his case. A few Omaha industry
professionals, though, are still unsure about the message and say that determining “success”
requires more nuance.
In its research, Ricks said, the commission had found that Nebraska “wasn’t even on people’s
shopping list as a potential vacation destination.” They found indifference, apathy — difficult beasts
to battle in the advertising world.
“You have to do something unexpected to get people’s attention, to even get in their consideration
set,” he said. “So, that’s what we did.”
Barriers to people visiting were entrenched, he said. The commission found that people wouldn’t
even take the time to research Nebraska. There were perceptions that the state was all dusty plains,
flat and boring, flyover country.
The campaign fed those assumptions back to people, Ricks said, then told them the real story.
One ad from the tongue-in-cheek campaign shows people floating a stream in livestock tanks with
the words “Lucky for you, there’s nothing to do here.” Another shows hikers jumping across a rock
formation: “Famous for our flat, boring landscape.”
The commission moved advertising out of the state, Ricks said, to attract travelers who tend to stay
longer, spend more and bring in new money. For in-state travel, the commission is more focused on
the state’s successful Nebraska Passport program.
“When this hit, we somehow connected with people,” Ricks said. “And we’re joking now that …
we’re finding that there are a lot more ‘not everyones’ out there than we thought.”
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Tourism is a $3.6 billion industry in Nebraska, Ricks said, that generates almost $265 million in state
and local taxes.
Analyzing travel data from the last few years can be tricky, with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
upending the industry in 2020. But Ricks offered some statistics that he said indicate success.
Web traffic on the state’s tourism website, visitNebraska.com, increased from about 371,000 visitors
in 2017 to about 918,000 in 2021.
Year-to-year changes in visitor spending had been modest each year between 2012 and 2017
(ranging from a 1.3% decrease to a 3.5% increase). In 2018, spending went up by 5.5%. It increased
again, by 4.6%, in 2019 before plummeting 40% in 2020. It recovered and then some in 2021,
increasing by 68%.
When people started traveling after locking down early in the pandemic, Ricks said, they’d go in their
cars to see less-populated places that are outdoorsy, less-traveled and affordable.
“That’s just a description of Nebraska,” he said.
He expects there’s still pent-up demand that drove some of the success in 2021. But not every state
got back to where it was in 2019, he said. Nebraska did.
Another metric: Nebraska’s ranking on MMGY Global’s “Portrait of American Travelers” improved
this spring, placing it among eight states that had a statistically significant increase over 2021.
Chris Davidson, executive vice president of MMGY Travel Intelligence, said the company has
published its in-depth report for over three decades. It surveys roughly 4,500 adults about their
travel habits. In 2021, it changed to a quarterly schedule.
One question asked of “active leisure travelers” in each survey centers on their interest in visiting
each of the 50 states and Puerto Rico, along with other specific destinations. That data is used for
the rankings Ricks cited.
Nebraska has traditionally been in the bottom five, Davidson said.
Nebraska ranked tied for 45th with Arkansas and Oklahoma in spring 2019, but only 17% of people
surveyed were somewhat or extremely interested in visiting. MMGY didn’t publish a report in 2020.
In spring 2021, 21% of people were somewhat or extremely interested in visiting Nebraska in the
next two years, and it ranked 48th. In its most recent report, spring 2022, that number rose to 25%
and Nebraska ranked 45th.
Just people who were extremely interested went from 5% in 2019 to 9% in 2022. The percentage of
people who weren’t at all interested was 41% in 2019 and dropped to 36% in 2022. The state’s
average score went from 2.2 on a five-point scale to 2.4 — about a 9% improvement.
Davidson’s assessment of those numbers was twofold: “It’s some encouraging, incremental positive
momentum,” he said. And, there’s a lot of work to be done.
“The reality is, it’s still in the bottom five states for interest in visiting,” he said.
Jeremy Lipschultz, a social media professor at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, said he guessed
the initial attention the slogan received cut both ways — some people were positive about it, but
some were negative because it sounds exclusive.
Terry Kroeger, president and CEO of Omaha marketing firm Smith Kroeger, said it was “unfortunate
that the message was contrary to the truth that Nebraskans are very welcoming to newcomers and
visitors.”
“This message says the opposite,” he said in an email.
During the recent gubernatorial primary, Republican candidates talked about changing the slogan.
“Right now, ‘Nebraska is not for everyone’ is not the message that I want to send as governor,” State
Sen. Brett Lindstrom said at a debate. “We simply can’t. We have too many jobs in the state of
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Nebraska — 60,000-plus unfilled jobs — we’re not going to be able to grow organically and bring
people and retain and recruit talent by sending that message that Nebraska is not for everyone.”
Lipschultz thinks that most of the attention was short-term, and that a lot of factors could drive the
long-term, positive results, including work going on in communities across the state to promote
downtown development, tourism and community engagement — such as UNO Social Media Lab
projects in towns including Ashland, Ravenna and Valentine.
“I’m sure that some of those local efforts would add up in the larger numbers across the state,” he
said.
Leanne Prewitt, president and chief creative officer at Ervin & Smith in Omaha, drew a distinction
between effectiveness and success. If the goal was to have national recognition for the state’s
tagline, it was certainly effective. And it’s likely the most memorable tourism slogan the state has
ever had, she said.
With tourism numbers up, she questions whether it’s the campaign or the fact that people were
forced to visit flyover states the last two years because they were reluctant to fly. Even if the slogan
did cause the boost, she said, she’d challenge whether it’s been a complete success because she
thinks it offends Nebraskans.
“Even if you get effectiveness in any or all of those three areas, if you shame and piss off the
residents of the state or the people that the campaign is about, I think it’s not a success,” she said.
She thinks it was a mistake that the commission used an out-of-state firm (Colorado-based
advertising agency Vladimir Jones) for the campaign and that there could’ve been a way to launch it
within the state that let people in on the joke, rather than letting them feel mocked.
Back in 2018, Lipschultz told The World-Herald that his initial grade for the tourism tagline would be
only a C. Now, he said, he might raise that grade. He’s not quite sure it’s an A, he said, but “it’s a
contributor to this overall momentum.”
Ricks is aware that some people have disparaged the slogan. But, he said there’s a lot of uniformity
across the industry — states touting great restaurants, events, hotels.
“You can’t differentiate on sameness,” he said. The audience for the campaign, he said, is people
who like to take time to enjoy and wander, who want to “peel back the onion and learn a little
more.”
“That’s the ‘not everyones.’ Those are the people,” he said. “And, as long as it keeps working, we’ll
stick to it.”
Nebraska currently has its largest campaign of Ricks’ tenure: $3 million in media buys. It has added
Minneapolis and spot markets in Madison, Wisconsin, and Oklahoma City to the lineup of Denver,
Kansas City, Des Moines, and Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
New ads that are part of the campaign still confront the barriers travelers encounter when deciding
whether to travel here, while broadcasting the state’s quirkiness.
“We’d install mountains, but they’d just block the view” one says, over a landscape photo of the sun
setting over rolling hills. Another, advertising the Ashfall Fossil Beds, says “Some of us have been
waiting 12 million years for you.”
The commission’s advertising agency will change June 30, with Florida-based Miles Partnership
coming out on top in a request for proposals. The firm also has a Denver location, and the
commission has worked with it before.
Ricks said the campaign won’t change.
“The long-term objective was to at least get on people’s shopping lists,” Ricks said. “We had a big job
in terms of changing these perceptions. We had to take people unexpectedly and — not necessarily







shock them — but we had to get their attention. The self-deprecating humor was all intentional, and
it continues to work.”
By Sara Gentzler
 


OWH: Nebraska education commissioner expresses frustration over board's handling of
his contract
 
Nebraska Education Commissioner Matt Blomstedt publicly expressed frustration Friday over the
way the Nebraska State Board of Education was handling the renewal of his employment contract,
telling board members that he felt he was excluded from the process.
He commented during the monthly meeting of the board at the Nebraska Innovation Campus in
Lincoln.
“It’s uncomfortable for me to sit here while you talk about me without me,” Blomstedt said. “I will
say, and I do feel, as if I’ve not been in the process at this point in time. So, you all are agreeing to an
offer that I have yet to consider.”
The comments were a rare display of emotion for Blomstedt, a self-deprecating consensus-builder
with a steady demeanor.
Since taking the job in 2014, his contract renewals have been uneventful, punctuated with atta-boys
from board members for a job well done.
This time, board members offered motions and counter motions over the proposed new contract
that would have given him a pay raise and set performance goals. Unable to reach agreement when
first brought up in the meeting, they postponed consideration until later in the meeting.
After completing other business items on the agenda, they adjourned to closed session for more
than an hour to discuss it again.
They returned to open session to discuss it more. Then they rejected a motion to table it until their
next meeting.
Finally, a motion to adopt the contract changes failed, 3-5.
Voting in favor were Deborah Neary, Robin Stevens and Jacquelyn Morrison. Against were Lisa
Fricke, Maureen Nickels, Kirk Penner, Patti Gubbels and Patsy Koch Johns.
Because no action was taken, Blomstedt remains on his existing contract. That contract, approved
last year, was for three years, running from July 1, 2021, to June 30, 2024. His salary for the current
fiscal year is $237,273. Under the current contract, that was already going to increase to $242,019
for the year starting July 1.
The proposed change would have raised it even more to $246,764.
It wasn’t clear why board members struggled to come to agreement.
The money didn’t appear to be the issue.
Rather, it appeared to be partly a disagreement over the set of performance goals but also a concern
that the proposed contract terms were reached by a committee without input from other board
members.
The committee proposed an eight-page list of “performance standards, indicators and targets.” The
listed goals ranged from leading with dignity and respect to encouraging high expectations for
student achievement.
Morrison expressed concern that not all board members had a chance to give input.
“Right now, it’s not feeling like it’s very collaborative,” she said.
She wanted more discussion, particularly on how the committee arrived at the proposal.







“I would like to hear the thought process of how you got to that.”
She questioned whether the goals were measurable and attainable.
Stevens made a motion to go forward with approval, but it went nowhere.
During the meeting, Blomstedt sat listening to several minutes of the back-and-forth about whether
the agenda was worded properly on the proposal, jockeying over motions, clarification of motions,
and whether an executive session was needed, before he weighed in with obvious frustration.
“I’m gonna be honest with you,” he said. “I don’t think I’m where I want to be with you, and I don’t
think we’re going to get there in this type of conversation.”
He said it was difficult to “sit here and watch the board struggle ... I don’t want that. I actually feel
guilty, like it’s my fault. Actually I don’t think it’s my fault.”
Blomstedt told board members that they didn’t have to rush to approve a new contract. He said he
would be willing to delay any changes until August while the board worked on a contract that he and
the board could agree on.
He also said, “I’m not walking away from this job.”
“I’m here for you, and I’m here for the state of Nebraska, to do my job as effectively as I can,”
Blomstedt said. “I can’t do that ... unless you can figure out how to work with me on that very point.”
When Blomstedt was done, Fricke responded, “Thank you for your candor. That shows leadership.”
By Joe Dejka
 


LJS: Dueling court briefs in medical marijuana lawsuit disagree on history, intent of
initiative powers
 
Riding a progressive wave in the early 20th century, Nebraska lawmakers approved a measure asking
voters to amend the power of the initiative into the state constitution.
More than 92% of voters in the 1912 general election backed the proposal, adding Nebraska to the
growing list of states where voters reclaimed the right to initiate legislation themselves or enact a
referendum on laws they found objectionable.
The question about how much direct democracy elected leaders and voters intended more than a
century ago is at the heart of a federal lawsuit challenging the requirements that a petition gather
support from 5% of voters in 38 of Nebraska’s 93 counties.
Crista Eggers, statewide campaign coordinator for Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, sued Secretary
of State Bob Evnen last month, arguing the requirement was unconstitutional because it diluted the
votes of residents who live in the state’s more populated urban areas.
The lawsuit seeks a preliminary injunction against the provision ahead of the July 7 deadline for
submitting signatures.
Last week, the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office, which is representing Evnen, said the
multicounty requirement could not be severed from the right to initiative granted in the state
constitution because they have been linked since the 1912 origin.
The dueling briefs filed in U.S. District Court paint different interpretations of the legislative and
constitutional history that led to the creation of the initiative power, which is the first reserved to
the people under Nebraska’s constitutional framework.
Relying on a plain reading of Article III, Section 2 of the Nebraska State Constitution, the attorney
general’s office argued the requirement that a petition be signed by 10% of legal voters, including
5% in two-fifths of the state’s 93 counties, was “integral to the initiative right from its inception” in
1912.







“That requirement was inextricably intertwined with — embedded into the same sentence as — the
overall signature requirement,” wrote Solicitor General James Campbell in a brief filed with the court
Tuesday.
Less than a decade after voters amended the constitution, during the 1919-20 state constitutional
convention, the right to a petition was maintained, even if the total signature requirement was
reduced somewhat, the attorney general’s office said.
But, Campbell pointed out, “the multicounty signature requirement remained a central aspect of the
initiative right.”
According to the proceedings of the convention, a committee recommended “many changes in the
wording and arrangement” of the initiative proposal, but “it has not intentionally recommended any
alteration that would affect any essential feature of the proposal.”
It was not changed during any of the three subsequent amendments to Article III, Section 2
approved by voters in the century since.
In 1988, voters approved an amendment changing “electors”  — people eligible to vote  — to
registered voters; in 1998, the single-subject clause was added; and in 2004, an amendment was
adopted that prevents the Legislature from changing or repealing any law enacted by the initiative
unless by a two-thirds vote.
Both the text and the history, according to the attorney general’s argument, demonstrate the
people envisioned an initiative process that required petitioners to solicit support from across a
broad swath of Nebraska, from urban centers to rural areas.
“Given this history, conceiving of the initiative right in Nebraska without the multicounty signature
requirement is like ‘the play of Hamlet with Hamlet left out,’” Campbell wrote, citing language from
a 1935 Nebraska Supreme Court case.
In other words, Campbell argued, if the court chooses to strike down the multicounty qualification
requirement in Nebraska’s petition process as unconstitutional, it would essentially eliminate the
right altogether because that provision was inseparable.
Attorneys for Eggers and Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, in a response filed in federal court
Friday, said nothing in the historical record indicates the multicounty requirement was linked with
the right to petition from its origin, which allows for a court to rule that portion unconstitutional.
Mindy Rush-Chipman of ACLU of Nebraska, and Daniel Gutman, a contract attorney working on the
case, pointed to a 1911 message from Democratic Gov. Ashton Shallenberger to state lawmakers on
the third day of the session pushing for Nebraska to join the growing number of states that granted
citizens the right to petition their government.
“The initiative is designed to place in the hands of the people the power to make laws for
themselves when legislatures through indifference or ulterior influences shall refuse to enact the
legislation they desire,” Shallenberger’s message states, according to the Legislature’s records.
While he was a champion of the cause, Shallenberger warned that a “deluge of measures” would be
put before voters without certain checks being put in place  — raising the required number of
signatures needed, for example, or limiting how many initiatives could be considered in a given
election cycle.
“Never once, however, did Governor Shallenberger mention the multicounty distribution
requirement as a possible solution to the perceived problems associated with the initiative process,”
Rush-Chipman and Gutman wrote in their brief.
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana said the issue was not discussed in either branch of the
Legislature at that time, either, at least according to the journal of both the House and Senate, and







the proposal ultimately won bipartisan support.
The question put to voters, while creating the process that required support from two-fifths of the
state’s counties, did not include that language on the ballot created by voters, attorneys for the
petition campaign argued.
A sample ballot from the 1912 general election asks voters whether they are for or against a
“proposed amendment to the constitution reserving to the people the right of direct legislature
through the initiative and referendum.”
The text of the ballot itself, Rush-Chipman and Gutman wrote, where the right to referendum won
by a vote of 189,200 to 15,315, “is the best and most conclusive indicator of voter intent,” and
renders the multicounty requirement severable from the rest of the right.
The question of whether or not the requirement that petitions gather support from a coalition of
counties across the state is one of several that are before U.S. District Court Judge John Gerrard and
Magistrate Judge Michael Nelson.
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, which is trying to qualify two petitions for the November general
election ballot, said the multicounty requirement violated the equal protection and due process
clauses of the 14th Amendment, as well as the First Amendment rights of voters.
The campaign is joined with ACLU of Nebraska in the lawsuit.
Their arguments rely upon a 1969 U.S. Supreme Court decision that found an Illinois requirement
that requires petitions to obtain 200 signatures from at least 50 of the state’s 102 counties was
discriminatory against residents of populated areas.
By Chris Dunker
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska counties inconsistent in who is sent early ballot request
cards
 
LINCOLN — Individual decisions by a dozen county election officials about mail notifications could
affect which voters turn out for the June 28 special election in Nebraska’s 1st Congressional District. 
The election between Republican State Sen. Mike Flood and Democratic Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks
will determine who represents the district through the end of the year, replacing former Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry, who resigned at the end of March after being convicted of three felonies in federal
court.
Counties are going their own way in sending postcards to voters to request early ballots, much like
during the 2020 election, in the early part of the pandemic, before the state stepped in and sent the
cards to every registered voter.
What they’re doing
Five 1st District counties sent cards to voters who had signed up for long-term vote-by-mail lists:
Lancaster, Madison, Platte, Dodge and Cuming. The cards provide information about  how to request
an early ballot for the next election.
Four counties — Butler, Colfax, Seward and Sarpy — never send out such cards. None of them
operates an indefinite vote-by-mail list, though Butler is considering creating one.
Stanton County mails a ballot to every voter before every election, including this one. Stanton is one
of 11 rural Nebraska counties that vote entirely by mail.  
Then there are Polk and Cass Counties, which typically send ballot-request cards to people who
voted early in the last election. They ended up on different paths for the special election.
Polk spent $850 to send ballot request cards to every active registered voter in the county. Cass







considered doing the same but was too late. Instead, it sent cards to people who voted early in the
May primary.
Budget issue
The Nebraska Examiner probed the inconsistencies after a Cass County resident complained that
Cass had not sent voters the usual ballot request cards before the May 2022 primary.
Cass County Election Commissioner Linn Moore said she didn’t send cards for the primary election
because of the expense. She said it would have cost $4,800 to send the cards to a record 6,000
people who voted early in 2020. 
Her annual budget for postage is about $10,000, she said.
“I just couldn’t justify the cost,” she said. 
Moore said she has sought help from the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office on how to create a
long-term, vote-by-mail list that will determine who receives cards from the county in the future.
She said she couldn’t create it in time for the special election. 
Moore said she had enough in her budget to send cards during the special election because a
smaller number of people voted early in May. She said she understands people prefer consistency
from the office.
“I’m rectifying that,” she said last week. “I agree on the consistency thing.”
Polk County also sent cards to people who voted early in 2018, the last primary election before the
pandemic, said Debra Girard, Polk County election commissioner.
“We threw out 2020,” she said, also citing concerns about cost during that atypical election year.
Comparing 2020 to 2022
Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen declined to comment about the issue. In 2020, some GOP
state leaders questioned letting local election officials make their own choices about sending ballot
request cards.
The state’s most populous counties sent ballot request cards to all residents, but many smaller
counties did not follow suit. Most Democrats in Nebraska live in the most populous counties, while
Republicans outnumber Democrats in many rural counties.
Now it is Democrats, including state party chair Jane Kleeb, questioning whether political
motivations might play a part in decisions for an off-peak election where more than half of the
district’s voters live in blue-leaning Lancaster County.
Kleeb said voters are confused, and state and local election officials need to remember that regular
folks don’t live and breathe election processes.
Misinformation about early voting by people like former President Donald Trump magnifies fear and
misunderstanding, Kleeb said.
“What it feels like is that Republican-dominated counties want to restrict the use of vote-by-mail
because Democrats very much support the use of vote-by-mail,” Kleeb said. “This is not a secret, and
we shouldn’t be dancing around it.”
Taylor Gage, executive director of the Nebraska Republican Party, said the state GOP supports local
control to ensure that elections are run in ways that people trust, because they know the people
who run them.
“There are going to be different policies in different counties. But over time as people are consistent
(locally), those communities can build processes that work for them,” Gage said.
“I think we have to have a little bit of grace,” he said. “Those things will work themselves out over
time.”
The value of consistency







Election officials cited practical reasons, not political ones, for their decisions. 
But political observers said people might become suspicious if they see a neighbor post on social
media about receiving a request card and haven’t received one themselves.
Lancaster County mailed 66,000 cards to voters who signed up for the indefinite vote-by-mail list,
said Dave Shively, Lancaster County election commissioner. The county has nearly 200,000
registered voters. 
“That list grew out with the pandemic because when we did send cards out during the pandemic,
both in the primary and general, people then, you know, added their name to the list,” Shively said.
Colfax County, with 5,252 registered voters, has no long-term vote-by-mail list and few early voters.
About 200 people voted early in May, Colfax County Election Commissioner Rita Mundil said.
“We just don’t have that much interest in it,” she said.
Inconsistencies in how elections are run county to county and race to race risk raising questions that
can get out of hand, said Steve Smith, a spokesman for voting rights advocacy group Civic Nebraska.  
“In the minds of voters, consistency is extremely important,” Smith said. “They reasonably expect
specific patterns and processes from election to election.
“Procedural changes – no matter how small, no matter how necessary or justified – can be hyper-
politicized.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: New complaints allege voter ID petition circulators are misleading would-be
signers
 
LINCOLN — In the past week, the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office has received at least five new
complaints against a voter identification petition, this time alleging that petition circulators are being
misleading about the petition’s intent.
But unlike a previous complaint, which alleged a signature gatherer falsely claimed to be a state
employee, the more recent claims have not been forwarded to the Nebraska Attorney General’s
Office for further investigation. That’s because Secretary of State Bob Evnen said his office does not
consider them to be criminal in nature.
Meanwhile, State Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar, the initiative’s sponsor, said the allegations are part of
a “Democrat-led hit club” meant to undermine the initiative.
Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, a Democrat running for governor, submitted one of the more recent
complaints, as well as the initial complaint. She said she hears from people daily about questionable
encounters they’ve had with signature gatherers for the ballot initiative.
Last week, Blood shared a tweet that included a video of a signature gatherer who claimed the ballot
initiative would give registered voters the option of using their ID before casting their vote, and later
claimed the petition would allow there to be a debate about the issue. Blood said she’s heard from
at least one other person who said a petitioner claimed the ballot initiative “doesn’t do anything, it
just allows a debate.”
According to the ballot petition’s object statement, the initiative — if approved by Nebraska voters
— would amend the state Constitution to require registered voters present a valid photo ID before
casting a ballot.
Citizens for Voter ID is leading the effort to put the initiative on the November ballot. The group
needs valid signatures from 10% of registered voters, or about 124,000 people, by July 7 to qualify.
State law requires petition circulators read the object statement of the ballot initiative before
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collecting an individual’s signature.
Slama, a conservative lawmaker in the Legislature, said this is part of the training petitioners receive
for the voter ID initiative. She said she has not seen any evidence that the petition circulators have
been lying about the initiative’s intent, and she dismissed the allegations as a purposeful effort by
Blood and other Democrats to prevent the initiative from getting on the ballot.
Blood said she has nothing against giving voters a choice on the issue, but she wants the petition
effort to be conducted the right way.
“They’re basing this ballot initiative on unproven fraud by being actually fraudulent,” Blood said.
The latest complaints follow allegations last month from Blood and others who said they had been
approached by signature gatherers claiming to be state employees. State employees are not allowed
to circulate petitions or otherwise engage in political activities while on the clock.
Evnen said his office sent the previous complaint — lodged by Blood — to the Attorney General’s
Office because they considered the allegations to be criminal in nature.
However, Evnen said he didn’t consider the new complaints to be at the same level, so his office
followed its normal process of forwarding complaints to the initiative’s sponsor.
Slama said she has not been contacted by the Secretary of State’s Office regarding the recent
complaints.
Though he does not consider the new allegations to be criminal, Evnen said there have been court
cases filed in the past regarding misrepresentation of ballot initiatives.
That occurred in 2008 when opponents filed a lawsuit seeking to keep a proposed constitutional
amendment off the ballot. The opponents alleged, among other claims, that petition circulators
failed to fully explain the initiative, which sought to put a ban on affirmative action into the Nebraska
Constitution. The ban ultimately stayed on the ballot and voters overwhelmingly approved it. A
judge later ruled in the ban’s favor, upholding the legality of the petition drive that put it on the
ballot.
Blood said she expects the voter ID petition will be challenged in court. She said the company hired
by Citizens for Voter ID to manage the signature-gathering effort, Vanguard Field Strategies, raises “a
red flag.”
Vanguard, a GOP firm based in Austin, Texas, managed signature gathering for a leading candidate in
Michigan who, according to reporting by the Detroit Free Press, likely will not appear on the
Republican ballot for governor after the state’s election bureau found that thousands of his petition
signatures were fraudulent.
Joe Williams, president of Vanguard Field Strategies, did not respond to an email Friday seeking
comment.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Nebraska hospital officials decry violence against health care workers
 
Nebraska hospital officials and health care workers spoke out Friday against the growing incidence of
abuse, from name-calling to physical assaults, aimed at health care workers by patients, family
members and visitors.
The occasion was the sixth annual Hospitals Against Violence Day, an day of awareness intended to
focus on ending violence in hospitals and communities.
“Violence is certainly one of our nation’s major public health crises and safety issues, both in our
communities and inside our workplaces,” said Jeremy Nordquist, president of the Nebraska Hospital
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Association.
But Nordquist said hospital officials had no idea as they prepared for the event that they would be
dealing with the aftermath of two hospital shootings this week.
In the first, two orthopedic surgeons, a medical office staffer and a patient visitor were killed in a
mass shooting Wednesday on the campus of St. Francis Health System in Tulsa. The gunman, police
say, also killed himself.
St. Francis’ president and CEO is Dr. Cliff Robertson, who went to Tulsa in June 2021 after seven
years in Omaha as president and CEO of CHI Health.
Also Wednesday, a jail inmate shot and killed a security guard in a hospital emergency room in
Dayton, Ohio.
“While these horrific events got the national attention they deserve,” Nordquist said, “violence
against our health care workers is not uncommon or isolated to just a few incidents. More and more,
our health care heroes are facing violence, both physical assaults and verbal threats, and more are
reporting it.”
A national study, he said, indicated that 44% of nurses experienced physical violence in the
workplace during the pandemic, and 68% experienced verbal abuse. And 2018 data from the
International Association of Health Care Safety and Security indicated that health care workers were
five times more likely to face violence in the workplace than the average worker.
Lisa Vail, vice president of patient care services and system chief nursing officer with Lincoln’s Bryan
Health, said almost 60% of employee-related incidents reported to the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration for lost work time were related to violence against health care workers, from
verbal abuse to physical assault.
“These events are increasing the emotional and physical toll on our staff, and that is causing some to
leave the health care profession altogether,” she said. “We can’t afford the loss of these skilled and
compassionate caregivers ... if we want to continue to meet the health care needs of our
community.”
Vail said emergency department staff are most affected, particularly when caring for patients who
are under the influence of alcohol or drugs, experiencing mental illness or dealing with the health
issue that brought them to the emergency room.
But such incidents happen throughout the hospital, including name-calling, spitting, kicking,
inappropriate sexual comments and outright assault.
“Violence against health care workers should not be tolerated,” Vail said, “and our staff should not
have to accept this as part of the job.”
Alex Wilkerson, emergency room clinical director for Great Plains Health in North Platte, said the
verbal and physical abuse seems to have increased during and after the pandemic, with patients and
family members fighting masking and vaccination requirements as well as visitor policies and other
measures established for their safety.
Nicole Thorell, chief nursing officer with Lexington Regional Health Center in Lexington, said the
problem is happening everywhere in the state, with increased stressors during the pandemic and
decreased access to mental health services.
The angry, aggressive behavior, she said, now is being directed toward upfront staff, including those
in billing, registration and front-door screening.
“In the past,” Vail said, “much of the anger we’d see on clinical units. Now, they walk through the
door angry.”
Thorell said she wants people to know that hospital staff are there to care for them and help them.







But she also urged them to use grace and allow hospital staff to find the help they need.
The officials said their hospitals continue to take steps to prevent such incidents, from training staff
in de-escalation tactics to providing security guards and surveillance.
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: Before Roe v. Wade, some Nebraska abortion practitioners faced prosecution
 
Abortion is the “dread secret of our society,” an author wrote in 1966. At the time, abortion was
illegal in most circumstances in all states — and had been since the mid-1800s.
Despite that fact, abortions continued to occur across the country, including in Nebraska, where
some practitioners faced criminal penalties.
Estimates of the number of illegal abortions in the U.S. during the 1950s and 1960s ranged from
200,000 to 1.2 million per year, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research organization that
supports abortion rights. A study in the 1930s estimated there were 700,000 abortions annually.
Guttmacher reported an annual average of 890,000 abortions in the U.S. between 2015 and 2019.
Some were done by doctors, some by unlicensed people with wide variation in training. Some were
undertaken by women themselves, using poisons, pastes, herbs and a variety of sharp objects. As a
result, death rates were high.
According to Guttmacher, abortion was listed as the official cause of death for almost 2,700 women
in 1930, or nearly one-fifth of maternal deaths nationwide.
The death rate dropped with the advent of antibiotics in the 1940s. There were just under 200
deaths from abortion in 1965, but that still accounted for 17% of all deaths related to pregnancy and
childbirth.
Some deaths showed up in local crime news. In 1959, The World-Herald reported on a doctor
convicted of manslaughter by abortion in connection with the death of a 21-year-old Arcadia,
Nebraska, woman. Her parents testified that they had taken her for the abortion.
A 1968 story concerned a Waterloo, Iowa, woman whose body had been found in a parking lot
showing evidence of an abortion. The investigation into her death was reported to have possibly
broken up “an abortion ring.”
Dr. Roger Jernstrom, an Omaha OB/GYN, testified about the less public toll at a legislative hearing in
1973.
“Some of us have practiced medicine long enough to have taken care of girls who have had
abortions by other than physicians,” he said. “There have been deaths. Some of us have almost lost
patients. We are trying to get away from having these being done in hotel rooms or old medical
facilities by non-physicians.”
In a 1961 issue, the Saturday Evening Post described criminal abortion as the “third largest racket in
the United States.” Writer John Barlow Martin followed the abortion squad of the Los Angeles Police
Department’s homicide division as they went about their work. He quoted one source saying that
abortions were rarely reported unless a death occurred and, even then, convictions were hard to
get.
In Nebraska, one non-physician who got convicted was Wallace Emerson Whitehead. He was
sentenced in 1966 to two four-year prison terms for foeticide and conspiracy to commit a foeticide.
The convictions were for an abortion done on an Iowa woman in a west Omaha motel.
The son of a doctor, Whitehead told The World-Herald he started doing abortions in the early 1930s,
shortly after arriving in Omaha to open a surgical supply and vitamin business. He said he started at







the request of doctors who feared losing their licenses. He claimed to have never lost a patient or
made a profit.
Decades earlier, Dr. Charles Flippin, the father of George Flippin, Nebraska’s first Black football star,
faced criminal charges nine times over abortions performed in rural Nebraska. He was acquitted or
saw the charges dismissed in all but one instance, when he pleaded guilty to performing an illegal
operation.
By the 1960s, abortion started emerging as a political and social issue. In 1962, the American Law
Institute recommended changes to loosen state abortion laws.
In 1967, Colorado became the first state to permit abortions for a wider range of reasons, including
rape, incest and the pregnant woman’s physical or mental health. State Sen. Terry Carpenter of
Scottsbluff proposed to change Nebraska law that same year. His bill cleared the first of three
rounds of approval but did not make it any further.
By 1970, four states had repealed their old laws and allowed abortion on request before the fetus
was viable. Of those, Alaska, Hawaii and Washington required a woman to be a state resident for at
least 30 days before an abortion. New York did not, which opened the door to legal abortion for
Nebraskans who could afford the trip.
But some were able to get legal abortions closer to home. A 1970 World-Herald story reported “at
least six abortions” per week were being done by Omaha doctors, most at what is now the University
of Nebraska Medical Center. Women had to get the approval of at least two doctors for such
abortions.
By Martha Stoddard
 


Nebraska Examiner: EPA violation filed over slow response to mitigate damage to
Sandhills stream
 
LINCOLN — A federal environmental agency has cited a Sandhills rancher for failing to mitigate and
halt damage created when the rancher drained a temporary lake into the Snake River without
permission.
A deluge of approximately 1.6 million tons of sand and sediment washed into the spring-fed creek
after Dick Minor of Gordon dug a 2.5-mile-long ditch to drain floodwaters off a hay meadow, an
event followed by heavy rains.
The erosion turned a 3-mile stretch of the typically narrow and deep channel of the Snake River — a
remote site for trout fishing and canoe trips — into a flat, sandy plain like the Platte River.
Unleashing such a deluge into a stream without obtaining permission is a violation of the federal
Clean Water Act.
Visible 30 miles away
Evidence of the influx of sediment was visible 30 miles away in Merritt Reservoir, southwest of
Valentine, which is partly fed by the Snake.
The sand that washed into the creek would be enough to fill an area the size of a football field about
540 feet deep.
A year ago, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reached an agreement with Minor and Cherry
County to immediately halt the “illegal discharges” in the Snake River and restore the channel of the
creek “to the extent technically feasible.”
EPA spokesman Ben Washburn, in a recent email, said Minor and the county submitted a mitigation
plan last September. 







‘Notice of violation’
But in February, the EPA issued a “Notice of Violation” after required steps to abate the ongoing
erosion hadn’t been taken. An aerial photograph submitted by a local pilot appears to show little has
been done since the washout in the spring of 2020.
Washburn said Friday that at this point, enforcement actions, such as fines, aren’t being
contemplated. 
“Right now we’re just focusing on getting the work done,” he said.
 Washburn added that “due to the severity of the impacts and the complexity of the restoration,”
EPA has enlisted an engineer to review the plan proposed by Minor and Cherry County. 
The EPA official said he had no details about a visit by EPA officials this week to the Minor Ranch,
which is west of Nebraska Highway 61 along the Snake River.
EPA just left
Minor, when reached Friday morning, said that the EPA had just left his ranch and that there had
been an agreement to “do another little deal,” which he described as building a “berm” to halt
erosion from the drainage ditch.
“I talked to them. Everything sounded good,” he said. “Me and the county are getting along good,
and we’re going to get it fixed up like they want it.”
Minor added that the agreement will likely have to be approved by Region 7 of the EPA, which is
headquartered in Kansas City.
The rancher did not say why the mitigation work hadn’t been done yet, but he said in his opinion,
the Snake River hadn’t been damaged or altered except on his ranch.
‘Neighbors OK with it’
“The neighbors are OK with it,” he said. “People need to mind their own business.”
Minor said he drained the flooded hay meadow to restore hay production there, to feed his cattle.
“I got to make a living,” he said.
As for aerial photographs of the damage that have been provided to the Nebraska Examiner, he said
if an airplane flies “too low” over his place, “he might not have an airplane.”
Cherry County Attorney Eric Scott said he was not aware of the violation order in February but said
the county has “acted in good faith and done everything we’ve been asked to resolve the situation.”
County road crews, he said, had worked to drain water off a flooded county road in the area of the
Minor Ranch but had not been involved in digging a drainage ditch to the Snake River.
The EPA agreement in June 2021 stated that Minor and the county would share in the cost of the
mitigation work.
Roads, highways and pastures were flooded in Cherry County after a “bomb cyclone” hit Nebraska in
the spring of 2019, an event that caused damaging flooding along the lower Niobrara River, Platte
River and elsewhere. Scott said Cherry County spent $11 million to restore roads in that Sandhills
county due to the flooding. 
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Many other Omaha-area school districts not considering stipends for staff
 
It doesn’t appear most other metro-area school districts feel the need to follow the Omaha Public
Schools’ lead in offering stipends to recruit and retain staff.
Multiple suburban Omaha districts said this past week that they aren’t experiencing the teacher
shortage as acutely as OPS and are not considering stipends at this time. Officials at OPS, the state’s







largest school district, unveiled their plan to use federal COVID-19 relief aid for temporary employee
stipends Wednesday.
The proposal appears to be legal, Nebraska Commissioner of Education Matt Blomstedt said. He said
the Nebraska Department of Education would review the proposal, if asked, to ensure it is consistent
with federal law and U.S. Department of Education guidelines.
“My understanding is such teacher pay plans are acceptable,” he said.
Though the head of the Omaha teachers union and several other educators welcomed OPS’s
announcement, the reception wasn’t universally positive.
The taxpayer advocate group Nebraska Taxpayers for Freedom opposes the stipends, saying bonuses
won’t solve the personnel problems at OPS. Doug Kagan, president of the organization, said teachers
tell his group they are leaving because of student discipline problems and indifference from
administrators.
OPS wouldn’t be the first metro-area district to award stipends since the pandemic began.
In 2020, with the pandemic raging, Millard provided $1,008 stipends to teachers and salaried staff to
compensate them for the extra work demands.
Millard spokeswoman Rebecca Kleeman said teachers have been compensated in other ways,
including through a new contract. Millard officials and the union settled on an 8% increase in the
compensation and benefits package over the next two years, she said.
Kleeman said Millard, like all metro-area districts, is working on long-term solutions to the teacher
and staff shortage.
She said officials “anticipate being able to start school in a solid position to meet our students’
needs.”
In the Council Bluffs Community Schools, stipends have been given out twice using federal aid
money.
The first time was last December when the district gave $500 retention stipends to all staff,
spokeswoman Diane Ostrowski said.
The second came in April when the State of Iowa allocated $1,000 retention stipends to classroom
teachers across the state. The district extended the state stipends to other licensed staff as well, she
said.
The OPS pay increase proposal, which would apply to all certified and classified full-time and part-
time staff for the next two years, follows an exodus of teachers that occurred last month. Some
employees cited poor working conditions that weren’t improving.
Under the district’s proposal, which will go before the school board for approval Monday, certified
and classified full-time staff would receive an additional $4,500 per year, while part-time staff would
receive an additional $2,250 per year provided they work 20 or more hours a week.
OPS Superintendent Cheryl Logan said last week that the staff shortages could lead to increased
class sizes in the fall.
Several metro-area districts said they are close to finishing up their hiring of teachers. A couple of
districts reported some trouble filling noncertified positions like paraprofessionals and custodians.
In districts with growing enrollment, hiring sometimes continues as late as the first week of school.
Jim Frederick, spokesperson for the Ralston Public Schools, said the hiring for next school year has
gone well this spring.
“Currently, we just have a couple of open teaching positions for next year,” he said.
Ralston officials are not considering stipends at this time, he said.
The Papillion La Vista Community Schools has nearly completed its hiring for the fall, spokeswoman
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Annette Eyman said.
As of Thursday, the district had four openings for teachers — two elementary and two secondary —
and three for specialists, all of which opened in the last week and a half. The district has applicants
for those spots, she said.
“From a certified teaching standpoint, we’re sitting pretty good,” she said.
Hiring paraprofessionals remains a concern, she said.
The Springfield Platteview Community Schools has not had a problem hiring teachers, spokeswoman
Nichole Baugh said.
“As of right now, we are 100% hired up for certified staff,” she said.
The district, which encompasses much of rural Sarpy County, historically doesn’t get as many
applications as the more urban metro-area districts, she said.
“But when we do, they are people who want to be in that area,” she said.
In the Bellevue Public Schools, so far, officials have been able to find teachers and fill open positions,
spokeswoman Amanda Oliver said.
“We are not raising class size, and we are not offering stipends,” Oliver said.
Gretna Public Schools superintendent Rich Beran said that while finding teachers has been tougher
this year, he doesn’t anticipate any acute problems in the fall.
By Joe Dejka
 


LJS: State ed board: Schuyler High School no longer needs intervention for low
performance
 
Schuyler High School, located in a primarily Hispanic community, has shown enough progress to be
removed from the Nebraska Department of Education's list of schools needing intervention.
The Nebraska Board of Education voted Friday to remove its designation of the high school as a
"priority school," selected from among the lowest-performing schools in the state's classification
system.
Schuyler High School landed on the list in 2018 because of a number of factors, including its
dropping graduation rate, chronic absenteeism and the number of English language learners not
proficient on state assessments.
State law requires the Department of Education designate priority schools for intervention. Schools
identified for help work with the state to draft an intervention plan to identify goals and areas for
improvement.
After three years, the board can vote to extend or amend the progress plan or remove the priority
school label. The 2019-20 school year was not taken into account because of the pandemic.
"It's not easy to name a priority school from our standpoint," said state education Commissioner
Matthew Blomstedt.
Schuyler set out seven measurable goals — in addition to strategies for staff — to demonstrate
improvement, which the state used to quantify the school's progress.
School officials pointed to a number of tangible changes, including raising the graduation rate from
82.7% in 2016 to 86% in 2022 and reducing the chronic absenteeism rate from 16% to 11%.
A nearby meatpacking plant owned by Cargill has drastically changed Schuyler's demographics over
the past two decades. Schuyler High School serves just less than 600 students, 93% of whom are
Hispanic.
This year alone, the school welcomed 39 students from Central America and Africa, 27 of whom had







no prior educational experience.
When Schuyler first landed on the list, 25% of its students were English language learners but none
were proficient on standardized assessments. This past school year, 9% reached proficiency.
The number of ELL students classified as emerging — the lowest classification on English language
proficiency assessments — dropped from 86% five years ago to 38% today.
Schuyler instituted a number of strategies over the past four years, including devoting professional
development time to supporting ELL students across all content areas.
The mood was one of celebration at Friday's board meeting in Lincoln. Board member Maureen
Nickels recalled when Schuyler landed on the list initially.
"That was a tough, solemn day," Nickels said. "And so to sit here on my last year on the board and to
know we made the right decision and you all took the bull by the horn ... this is what we want. This is
what education is about."
Schuyler Superintendent Dan Hoesing said the process is an expensive one for schools that take it
seriously. The district received $2 million from the state for support, Hoesing said, and the district
also passed a bond to build a new gym, cafeteria and fine arts center.
"While this process started out being uncomfortable, it doesn't have to be, but there is a certain
amount of uncomfortableness that will push you to change," Hoesing said. "What we want is to
change your belief in who we are, remove a label because the label is not who we are."
The state is required to have no fewer than three schools on its priority school list. Santee
Community Schools' elementary, middle and high schools on the Santee Sioux Nation Reservation in
Knox County are the only remaining ones on the list.
By Zach Hammack
 


OWH Editorial: Finding and honoring graves of Genoa students would help Nebraska
heal
 
The latest news out of Genoa, Nebraska — the former home of one of the nation’s largest federal
Native American boarding schools — is both sad and uplifting.
Sad that the recent search for an unmarked burial site near the town is a stark reminder of the
shameful past government policy of removing Native American children from their parents.
Sad that some of those children died away from their families while at schools like the Genoa Indian
Industrial School, established in a misguided attempt at cultural indoctrination and vocational
instruction. Genoa, the fourth such school in the U.S., operated from 1884 to 1934.
And sad that those children were treated so disrespectfully in death.
A federal investigation has so far identified more than 500 deaths at 19 schools, although it’s
believed that the number could climb to thousands or even tens of thousands. At least 86 children
are thought to have died at Genoa.
So where’s the uplifting part? Well, as World-Herald staff writer Jessica Wade reported last week, a
serious effort is underway to find Genoa’s lost school cemetery, which holds out hope that the
school’s dead will finally be properly honored.
A 1920 plat map suggests the possible location of the cemetery site, although efforts to use ground-
penetrating radar produced inconclusive results last fall.
Last month, however, specially trained dogs were able to narrow the search zone. The dogs can
detect the odor of gases that remain underground long after a body has started to decompose.
The next step will be additional searches in the area identified by the dogs, including more ground-







penetrating radar and metal detecting. If graves are found, tribal leaders ultimately will decide
whether to excavate.
Whatever the final outcome, the efforts to find the cemetery are bringing hope to people like Judi
gaiashkibos, executive director of the Nebraska Indian Affairs Commission. “It’s so important,” said
gaiashkibos, whose mother attended the school.
As we said last year, paying attention to the school’s history isn’t a matter of living in the past.
Instead, it offers a chance for all Nebraskans to try to understand and acknowledge the mistakes of
the past, which sets the stage for moving forward.
It’s helpful for us all to consider the impact of those schools on the Native children who were forced
to attend them and were forbidden to embrace their own culture. Finding the Genoa school
cemetery and properly honoring the lives of the children who died there would aid the process of
reconciliation.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: We need to do more to support expecting mothers during and
after pregnancy
 
Why is it hard to be pregnant on a college campus and does pregnancy have to derail college
dreams?
I know firsthand the shame of being pregnant on a college campus. As a 19-year-old college
basketball player, I found out I was pregnant in the fall of my sophomore year. I can’t articulate how
difficult it was to tell my boyfriend, coach, parents and teammates about my pregnancy. I never
really told my classmates or instructors, they just realized it when it was obvious.
After I told my parents, I overheard my dad saying I would never finish college. There were rumors in
my hometown about who my baby’s father was. It was a surprise to everyone, including me: I was
the high school valedictorian, the person who followed the rules and did everything by the book,
including taking my daily birth control pill. However, I was extremely fortunate. My boyfriend was
someone I wanted to (and did) marry, he was unsure of his degree program and decided to get a job
that had benefits to support our new family. While we wanted to have children someday, it would
have ideally been 10 years later. I was determined not to let having a child “keep me from my
dreams.” Hearing doubt from others only fueled my determination.
I’m not saying it was easy. I kept playing basketball and stayed on my original course schedule. That
meant 15-hour days with workouts starting at 5:30 a.m. and night courses until 8:40 three nights per
week. Then homework, housework and do it all again. But I did it and I didn’t stop at undergrad. I
worked my way through graduate school, became the first in the history of my institution to receive
a competitive national research fellowship during my doctoral studies. I even secured a coveted R01
grant with a first submission within five years of starting my faculty position. I would argue that I
would not have achieved any of these goals without having my unexpected pregnancy. Prior to
having our daughter, I was only a morning person and found it difficult to do homework in the
evening. I was motivated by things I liked but struggled to complete jobs or tasks that weren’t
natural or one of my “passions.” Becoming a mother gave me a toughness and resolve like never
before. I developed the discipline to mentally focus even when I was exhausted and to do things that
were uncomfortable. I also became more efficient and able to problem solve like never before.
Instead of asking the question “How harmful will overturning Roe v. Wade be for higher education?”,
why aren’t we asking “How can we support expecting mothers during and after their pregnancy?” If
supportive programs and policies could be developed, we could retain this generation and have the







opportunity to educate the next generation of children who were not aborted. Such programs would
likely benefit students facing difficult personal situations other than pregnancy. I completely admit
that I did not want a child when I was pregnant. But all I can think about is my 19-year-old daughter
now, who is a freshman at the institution at which I work (and was pregnant). She is studying to
become an early childhood educator and she works at a center teaching young children with autism.
She has already impacted many families’ lives and she is just getting started. Where would the world
be with at least 600,000 more young people per year to serve, innovate, entertain and teach in our
society? The truth is we will never know, but maybe we can start to find out.
Sara A. Myers, Ph.D. is a professor in the department of biomechanics and assistant vice chancellor of
the Office of Research and Creative Activity at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. This article
reflects the views of the author and is not necessarily representative of the views of the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.
 


LJS Editorial, 6/5: Crash carries sobering lessons for the future
 
Two young women are dead and 20 others were injured, victims of a fatal crash that sent two cars
into spectators who were watching cars on O Street during the annual Memorial Day cruise.
Twelve years ago, a 35-year-old woman was killed while trying to shield her children from a car that
had jumped the curb on another cruise night. That event was “sanctioned,” taking place under the
auspices of Americruise, a national hot rod/classic car gathering that was held in Lincoln in the late
‘90s and early 2000’s but has not been here in two decades.
The May 29 event was, in fact, unsanctioned. And it brought increased enforcement on O Street by
Lincoln Police and the Nebraska State Patrol that night and on previous nights.
But there was no way that a police car could be stationed at each intersection down the five miles of
O from 17th to 84th streets.
And there were no officers present when a speeding car, driven by an Omaha man hit the young
women’s vehicle turning left at 52nd and O streets and sent both vehicles into spectators in the
Barnes & Noble parking lot. 
“We will be changing a lot of things in regards to people that are coming to Lincoln to cause havoc
like that,” Police Chief Teresa Ewins said at a news conference this week. Understandably, Ewins did
not detail those changes. There's still a lot to figure out.
But something must be figured out to prevent another cruise night tragedy.
In the past, police have encouraged O Street businesses to report those who gather in their parking
lots for trespassing, enabling them to disperse the crowds. That might be going too far for the cruise
night.
But, perhaps, a “curfew” closing time could be set that would send home many if not most of the
thousands that gather along O to see the cars before the speeders and burn out artists can disrupt
the proceedings.
Other tools -- temporary lane closures and speed limit reductions -- also are available to control
traffic on cruise night. But the real changes, and here’s the hard part, also must come from drivers
taking personal responsibility when they join the other cars in the cruise.
It must be noted that the vast majority of those who take part in the cruise do so responsibly, driving
slowing down O to give those in their lawn chairs, sitting on tailgates and standing near the curb, the
opportunity to take a good look at their vehicles.
And, as the 5,000 people who have turned out to watch the Memorial Day cruise for 20 years show,







Lincoln loves its classic cars and hot rods.
So it would be a shame for the city and police to have to take measures that would shut down the
cruise. But, as Ewins said, some changes must be made to try to ensure the cruise will be safe for
spectators and drivers.
And those changes need to be widely publicized and in place by next May so the Memorial Day
weekend tradition can continue and the cool vintage cars and hot rods can, again, roll down
Lincoln’s main street.
 


LJS: Amazed at contradictions
 
I am amazed by the mental gymnastics exhibited by many of our elected officials who proudly label
themselves both unwaveringly “pro-life” and unwaveringly “pro-gun.”
How do they manage believing that forcing a woman to continue a physically or emotionally difficult
pregnancy, a pregnancy that will cause significant hardships for her existing family, or a pregnancy
that started under horrible circumstances, is a necessary price to pay to protect the unborn, but
asking law-abiding potential gun owners to jump through a few extra hoops before taking possession
or accept a few limitations in their gun choices are rights violations that can’t be justified by
anything, not even trying to protect the lives of 10-year-olds in classrooms?
Why do our governor and some of our state senators believe nothing short of a special legislative
session to impose abortion restrictions will do if the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade, but
seem to think anything beyond thoughts and prayers are inappropriate politicization of a gun
violence tragedy? Why does the attitude of too many of those who call themselves “pro-life” change
from “we’ll do everything we can to stop it” when the topic is abortion to “there is nothing we can
do to stop it” when it is mass shootings?
Joyce Gettman, Walton
 


LJS: Time to vote them out
 
The words to a song by John Mellencamp have been stuck in my head recently: “Ain't that America,
home of the free ...”
What a proud nation we have become -- where kids are bullied so badly some grow up to be school
shooters, and the bullies grow up and get elected. Shame on all of us.
If you think politicians like Donald Trump, Greg Abbott, Mitch McConnell, Ted Cruz, Ron Johnson,
Josh Hawley, Kevin McCarthy, Ron DeSantis, Jim Jordan, Matt Gaetz, Pete Ricketts, Jim Pillen and
Deb Fischer (to name but a few) are "good Christian" leaders who have America's best interests at
heart, then you are dead asleep.
Wake up, America. They don't give a hoot about you. They love money and power. Vote them out!
Nancy Brt, Lincoln
 


LJS: Flood hosts Kevin McCarthy; Pansing Brooks cites local endorsements
 
Republican congressional nominee Mike Flood pledged Friday to pursue a conservative agenda that
will bring inflation and illegal immigration under control while harnessing the growth of the federal
government and protecting the lives of the unborn.
"Under the failed one-party rule of Joe Biden and Nancy Pelosi, it is clear that our nation is on the







wrong track," Flood said.
"People are struggling to pay record-high prices at the gas pump and in the grocery store," he said.
"Illegal immigrants are rushing across our southern border in droves (and) job creators are having a
hard time meeting their workforce needs and returning to business as usual."
In remarks prepared for delivery at a fundraising luncheon, the Norfolk state senator said he has a
conservative legislative record of supporting tax relief, law enforcement officers, preservation of the
death penalty and approval of the proposed Keystone XL pipeline to secure the nation's energy
future.
Now, Flood said, he wants to be part of a new Republican House majority and work with House
Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy of California as he becomes Speaker of the House in the wake of
anticipated Republican election victories in November.
McCarthy was featured speaker at the luncheon at the Country Club of Lincoln, an event that
attracted a litany of Republican heavyweights and was closed to news media coverage.
Accompanied by a security detail, McCarthy arrived shortly before the event began. 
Flood will be matched against Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln, the Democratic nominee, in a
June 28 special election showdown to serve the remaining six months of former Republican Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry's ninth term representing eastern Nebraska's 1st District in the House.
Fortenberry resigned in the wake of his conviction on charges of lying to federal officials about an
illegal foreign contribution to his 2016 reelection campaign. The former Lincoln congressman is
scheduled to be sentenced in Los Angeles on the same day as the special election.
While Flood was formally receiving the endorsement of McCarthy, Pansing Brooks hosted a news
conference at her downtown Lincoln campaign headquarters to announce her endorsement by 57
current and former elected officials in Nebraska, including a number of Republicans.
"In running to change Washington, I look to our local leaders for inspiration," she said in drawing a
contrast with the McCarthy endorsement.
"The answers to our nation's problems are found right here at home," she said.
"My opponent is bringing in Kevin McCarthy, who is acting as a roadblock and not complying with
subpoenas regarding the Jan. 6 insurrection," Pansing Brooks said.
A costumed protester with a sign stating "traitor" stood outside the entrance to the Country Club
grounds before the fundraising event began.
"McCarthy also voted against the infrastructure bill that supported roads, bridges and broadband,"
Pansing Brooks said. "This is not what we need more of in Congress."
Speakers at her event included state Sens. John McCollister of Omaha and Lynne Walz of Fremont
and Lincoln City Councilwoman Sändra Washington.
"Senators on both sides of the aisle listen to Patty," said McCollister, a Republican. "She is able to
bridge the gaps like nobody I know and always finds a way to get important bills passed with
bipartisan support."
By Don Walton
 


AP: Local governments turn away $73M of federal pandemic aid
 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — From small towns to big cities, every government across the U.S. was
offered a slice of $350 billion in federal coronavirus relief funds to help shore up their finances,
cover pandemic-related costs and invest in community projects.
Officials in 1,468 local governments effectively said “no," turning away a potential total of $73







million, according to an Associated Press analysis of data compiled from every state. The declined
money ranged from $177 for the one-person village of Monowi, Nebraska, to $3.9 million for DeWitt
County, Texas, population about 20,000.
The city of West Alton, Missouri — a community of more than 500 at the confluence of the
Mississippi and Missouri rivers — turned down a potential $106,341 in federal aid. Though the
rejected amount was almost half the size of the city’s budget, there wasn’t much discussion about
accepting it during a city council meeting.
“The conversation probably lasted 15 seconds. Without having really any need for it, it wasn’t
something we felt like we wanted to get in the middle of,” Mayor Willie Richter said.
Other small-town mayors and village administrators provided a variety of reasons for rejecting the
federal money. Some thought they had no eligible uses for it. Others didn’t want the hassle of
dealing with the federal bureaucracy, or were politically opposed to the financial aid approved last
year by the Democratic-led Congress and President Joe Biden.
The AP’s analysis identified 1,460 small cities, towns, villages or townships that declined a potential
allocation of $61 million. That amounts to about 5% of the nation’s roughly 28,000 small local
governments, but just 0.3% of the total dollars allotted for those entities. Eight counties also have
forgone a total of $12 million. No states or territories declined funds.
The U.S. Treasury Department said it was pleased with the overall response to the American Rescue
Plan, which marked the first time it had distributed money to such a broad swath of governments
across the U.S.
The program “was born out of an understanding that the economic effect of the crisis was being felt
by jurisdictions of all sizes,” said Jacob Leibenluft, the Treasury’s chief recovery officer. He added:
“The vast, vast, vast majority of recipients saw a need to use these funds.”
The pandemic relief money began flowing to governments one year ago.
Data released by the Treasury show that, as of the end of 2021, a total of 1,756 states, territories
and larger cities and counties had budgeted about $106 billion of the initial $208 billion they
received. That money helped expand high-speed internet, assist residents with housing costs,
provide aid to small businesses, shore up depleted unemployment funds and pay for public health
initiatives and government services, among other things.
The Treasury hasn't released data yet on how smaller governments used the money.
A second payment for local governments could come from the Treasury as soon as this month. But
smaller governments that rejected the initial payment aren't eligible for the second round — a
source of regret among at least some local officials.
The Village of the Branch, on New York's Long Island, probably could have used the federal aid to
improve the village hall, pave streets or repair water drainage systems, Mayor Mark Delaney said.
But that wasn’t clear to Delaney and other village board members when they declined the funds
before New York’s decision deadline in August. At that time, the eligible uses seemed limited and the
federal reporting burdensome, Delaney said.
Under a final Treasury rule issued in January, the village could have used its entire $183,149
allotment for almost any government services. But by then, the village's share already had been
reallocated among other local New York governments.
“Because you did the right thing and you responded quickly, you basically lost out on an
opportunity,” Delaney said.
The Treasury Department said it worked with states and associations for local governments to
simplify the application process, clarify the rules and encourage participation.
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Larger governments that got paid directly by the federal government had no deadline to accept the
money. Among smaller communities, some had more time to make decisions than others.
States were in charge of passing along funds to so-called “non-entitlement units” of government —
generally cities with fewer than 50,000 residents. Once a state received that money, it had 30 days
to distribute it. But some states requested as many as eight monthly extensions from the Treasury,
pushing their deadlines into 2022.
The board of Algoma Township, Michigan, voted last July to decline its $1.3 million allotment.
“We’re very liberty-oriented, and we didn’t want to be stuck as a township with any kind of strings
attached or mandates," said township Supervisor Kevin Green, who considers the federal aid a
waste.
But as Michigan kept extending the response deadline — and township officials learned that their
share would be redistributed to others — Green and some of his colleagues had a change of heart.
They ultimately accepted the money. Though they haven't spent it yet, it could help offset the rising
costs — due to inflation — of planned park improvements, he said.
“As conservative as we are, we’re also practical,” Green said.
Minnesota, which has a more extensive township form of government than most states, had the
greatest number of governments declining to apply for the federal aid. More than 500 local
governments — about one-fifth of its “non-entitlement units” — turned away a potential total of
$11.8 million.
“We did everything we could to publicize this. We made a huge effort,” said Steve Fenske, general
counsel of the Minnesota Association of Townships. But "we certainly don’t have full engagement.
So some of them didn’t know it was going on.”
The Treasury's online procedures posed a hurdle to some smaller governments, said Irma Esparza
Diggs, senior executive and director of federal advocacy for the National League of Cities.
“If you’re unfamiliar with the federal grant process and what the reporting requirements are, the
assumption is that it’s all going to be too complicated, and it’s always easier to give the funding back
than to figure it out," she said.
The chief executive of DeWitt County, located between Houston and San Antonio, said he turned
down the federal aid because the county already had enough cash for its budget. He also raised
concerns about the federal program.
“It seemed pretty selfish to manufacture a need to apply for federal dollars that are borrowed on
the backs of the children and grandchildren of our county constituents,” DeWitt County Judge Daryl
L. Fowler, a Republican, said in an email to the AP.
The upscale community of Brier, Washington — with fewer than 7,000 residents — turned down the
largest amount among cities, at more than $1.9 million. The city north of Seattle has a small staff
that includes a police force and public works crew. But it has no sewage treatment plant, mental
health facilities, cultural centers or low-income housing.
“We just don’t have a lot of the things that ordinarily cities would have to use the funds for," Mayor
Dale Kaemingk said.
As the lone resident of the northern Nebraska village of Monowi, Elsie Eiler runs both the town
tavern and town government. She didn't want the “mess” of dealing with the federal government.
“The town is doing fine,” she said. "If it comes down to it and it needs some funds, I’ll put some in
myself.”
 


AP: Abbott restarts baby formula plant linked to contamination







 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Abbott Nutrition has restarted production at the Michigan baby formula
factory that has been closed for months due to contamination, the company said Saturday, taking a
step toward easing a nationwide supply shortage expected to persist into the summer.
The February shutdown of the largest formula factory in the country led to the supply problems that
have forced some parents to seek formula from food banks, friends and doctor’s offices.
Abbott said it initially will prioritize production of its EleCare specialty formulas for infants with
severe food allergies and digestive problems who have few other options for nutrition. The company
said it will take about three weeks before new formula from the plant begins getting to consumers.
“We will ramp production as quickly as we can while meeting all requirements,” Abbott said in a
statement.
The plant’s reopening is one of several federal actions that are expected to improve supplies in the
weeks ahead. President Joe Biden’s administration has eased import rules for foreign
manufacturers, airlifted formula from Europe and invoked federal emergency rules to prioritize U.S.
production.
Abbott closed the Sturgis, Michigan, factory in February after the Food and Drug Administration
began investigating four bacterial infections among infants who consumed powdered formula from
the plant. Two of the babies died. The company continues to state that its products have not been
directly linked to the infections, which involved different bacterial strains.
FDA inspectors eventually uncovered a host of violations at the plant, including bacterial
contamination, a leaky roof and lax safety protocols. The FDA has faced intense scrutiny for taking
months to close the plant and then negotiate its reopening. Agency leaders recently told Congress
they had to enter a legally binding agreement with Abbott to assure all the problems were fixed.
Abbott’s February recall of several leading brands, including Similac, squeezed supplies that had
already been strained by supply chain disruptions and stockpiling during COVID-19 shutdowns.
The shortage has been most dire for children with allergies, digestive problems and metabolic
disorders who rely on specialty formulas. The Abbott factory is the only source of many of those
products, providing nutrition to about 5,000 U.S. babies, according to federal officials.
Abbott is one of just four companies that produce about 90% of U.S. formula. The company’s recalls
and shutdown triggered a cascade of effects: Retailers have limited customer purchasing to conserve
supplies and parents have been told to switch brands to whatever formula is in stock.
FDA Commissioner Robert Califf recently told lawmakers it could be about two months before
formula supplies return to normal levels. The agency has waived many of its regulatory requirements
to accept more formula from the United Kingdom, Australia and other nations.
U.S. manufacturers, including Reckitt and Gerber, have also stepped up production, running plants
24/7 and sourcing more formula from alternate facilities.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blake Aspen
Press Assistant
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 7-11-22
Date: Monday, July 11, 2022 11:11:13 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jul 2022 7.45 99.00 11:00
Corn Oct 2022 5.98 -40.00 11:00
Milo Jul 2022 6.31 -15.00 11:00
Milo Oct 2022 5.68 -70.00 11:00
Soybeans Jul 2022 14.76 -65.00 11:00
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.58 -65.00 11:00
Wheat Jul 2022 8.52 -75.00 11:00
Wheat Jul 2023 8.16 -100.00 11:00
 
TV and Radio
NTV: GOP politicians receive rejection letters to state convention
KSNB: Drama ensues during the NEGOP convention
KMTV: Drama around excluded delegates shows divide between Nebraska GOP leadership and its
voters
KETV: Nebraska GOP chairman voted out, reports of 10 leadership resignations
WOWT: Nebraska GOP leadership sees changes, chairman voted out
NTV: 10 members of the NE Republican Party resign after the party hosts its 2022 GOP Convention
KPTM: Becka's Beat: Hold on loosely
NPM: Pansing Brooks tells VP Harris Abortion Fight Continues in Nebraska
KMTV: Mixed reviews: Nebraskans react to executive order to protect access to reproductive
healthcare
KETV: Abortion rights activists rally at Memorial Park Saturday
KMTV: 'We can get a lot done': Filibuster-proof majority in play for Nebraska conservatives in
Unicameral
NTV: Big bucks back petition drives that gathered the most signatures
 
Governor
Fremont Tribune: Ricketts appointments area residents to boards
OWH: Quarrel over credentials likely at Nebraska GOP state convention, six barred from event
OWH: Nebraska Republicans oust party leader during turbulent GOP convention
AP: Nebraska Republicans fire chairman at tumultuous convention
Nebraska Examiner: Old-guard conservatives and Trump populists take Nebraska GOP from Ricketts
LJS: Don Walton: GOP coup in Kearney raises questions for November
Nebraska Examiner: Youngkin stumps for Pillen, GOP in first Midwest foray amid presidential buzz
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LJS: Pansing Brooks tells vice president she'll fight to protect abortion rights
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LJS: Norfolk woman sues over miscarriage in prison, alleges nurse flushed the baby
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OWH: Health care sector in Nebraska works to rebuild, bolster workforce
OWH: 'It destroyed me': OPS teachers forced to move schools to fill staff shortages
LJS: Railroad workers rally in the Haymarket demanding a new fair contract
Sioux City Journal: Drought conditions continue in Missouri River basin
 
Opinion
OWH Midlands Voices: An abortion ban in Nebraska ultimately hurts women
OWH Column: North Omaha begins a new chapter
OWH Weysan Dun: Some concepts for gun control not as effective as some may think
OWH Michael Kelly: The new Leahy Mall changes a skeptic to a believer
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1. Life begins at conception
2. Rejoice to remember
3. Public-private partnership


LJS Editorial, 7/10: A better plan for troublesome intersection
LJS Letters


1. Marking Fourth another way
2. Get smaller to refill stands
3. What motivates people to act?
4. Choice helped a mother, family
5. Tribes might offer a solution
6. Body autonomy is everything
7. No case for 25th Amendment
8. So much for accountability
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Fremont Tribune: Ricketts appointments area residents to
boards


 







Governor Pete Ricketts announced recent appointments he has made to fill Nebraska’s boards and
commissions.
Shelly J. Holzerland of Fremont was appointed to the Enhanced Wireless 911 Advisory Board.
Herbert L. Freeman of Yutan was appointed to the Nebraska Investment Finance Authority.
These appointments will provide crucial insight and expertise to their respective boards,
committees, and commissions. To learn about openings and apply to serve on a board or
commission, go to https://governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req.
By Tammy Greunke
 


OWH: Quarrel over credentials likely at Nebraska GOP state
convention, six barred from event


 
LINCOLN — The Nebraska Republican Party’s state convention appears likely to turn into a fractious
family brawl when members gather Saturday in Kearney.
The controversy began this past week, when the party’s convention credentialing committee sent
letters barring six party members from attending the convention. At least some of the six have said
on Facebook they plan to show up anyway and push to participate.
Matt Innis of Crete, a Donald Trump loyalist who backed Charles W. Herbster in this year’s GOP
gubernatorial primary, is among the six.
He got a letter Tuesday saying he would not be credentialed as a delegate because of his “vocal
criticism of Gov. Pete Ricketts, the top Republican elected official in the state and leader of our
party.”
But Innis argued in a radio interview and on Facebook that the credentialing committee doesn’t have
the authority to bar him as an elected county delegate. He said he expects delegates will vote
Saturday to seat him and the others.
He blamed the credentials committee action on “establishment” members of the party, such as
Ricketts and Jessica Flanagain, a campaign consultant with close ties to the governor, who he said
are trying to control the party and hang on to power.
“Do not let the establishment’s tactics keep you from the convention,” Innis wrote. “Do not be
silenced. I will be there and you should also. It is a sad day when the republican establishment use
liberal tactics to try to silence those they don’t care for.”
The state GOP responded with a statement from Pam Dingman, the credentials committee chair.
In it, she said the committee “declined to credential six individuals who are either switching parties,
starting new parties, or supporting non-Republican candidates.
“We welcome vigorous debate and even criticism within our ranks,” she said, noting that members
“from all wings of the party” would be attending the event. “We won’t, however, allow the
convention to be used as a platform to help recruit or elect people who aren’t Republicans.”
Ricketts spokeswoman Alex Reuss said the governor was not involved in the committee’s action. He
“did not ask (for) or make any decision to revoke anyone’s credentials at the state convention,” she
said.
She did not respond when asked if the governor supported the decision to revoke the credentials of
the six.



https://governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req





Another of those barred from the convention was Robert Borer of Lincoln, who unsuccessfully
challenged Secretary of State Bob Evnen in the May primary and has sharply criticized state election
security.
A copy of the letter posted to Facebook showed that he was told his credentials were denied
because he is mounting a write-in candidacy for governor against the GOP nominee, Jim Pillen.
Faith White of Lincoln said she got a letter barring her because she had taped a conversation with
state Republican Chairman Dan Welch concerning the party’s role in targeting then-Republican
legislative candidate Janet Palmtag of Nebraska City.
Palmtag lost to State Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar, who was a Ricketts’ appointee. Palmtag has since
switched parties and is involved in a lawsuit against the Republican Party.
Nebraska Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb used the credentialing kerfuffle to promote the
Democratic gubernatorial candidate, Carol Blood.
“The Republican Party screeches about freedom of speech and then turns around and treats
grassroots leaders of their party with Putin’s playbook of silencing any opposition,” Kleeb said. “The
way Ricketts is treating grassroots members of his own party is no different than how he governs —
which is one-party, one-ideology and one-voice rule.”
The GOP convention features a keynote speech by Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin, who is making the
trip as a favor to Ricketts, the co-chairman of the Republican Governors Association, according to
the Richmond (Virginia) Times-Dispatch.
Other speakers will include Ricketts, Pillen and Congressman-elect Mike Flood, and there will be
sessions promoting school choice, opposing President Joe Biden’s conservation proposals and
setting out a plan to reach a filibuster-proof majority in the Nebraska Legislature.
The quarrel over convention credentials is just the latest high-profile intraparty spat for the
Nebraska GOP.
The 2020 race between Slama and Palmtag revealed a rift among prominent party members. Former
Gov. Dave Heineman and then-Rep. Jeff Fortenberry were among the Republicans backing Palmtag.
Slama, who served as a Ricketts campaign staffer before he appointed her to the Legislature, had the
governor’s backing and an endorsement from the GOP Central Committee.
More recently, the party saw a contentious primary race for governor. Ricketts supported Pillen
while Herbster boasted about his backing from Trump, who endorsed the Falls City businessman
despite Ricketts’ request that the former president stay out of the race. Trump visited Nebraska less
than two weeks before the May 10 primary.
Ricketts contributed nearly $1.3 million to Conservative Nebraska, a political action committee that
reported spending over $1.8 million opposing Herbster and Sen. Brett Lindstrom in the Republican
primary for governor.
Herbster, a Republican megadonor, also was the subject of groping allegations from eight separate
women, including Slama. She was the only woman identified in an initial report by the Nebraska
Examiner, which was first to report the allegations. The report caused a firestorm in the GOP with
numerous elected officials calling for Herbster to quit the race.
He denied the allegations and called them a “political slam” orchestrated by Pillen and Ricketts. Both
men separately rejected Herbster’s claims.
Herbster and Slama are currently engaged in a dueling legal battle, with Herbster alleging
defamation and Slama alleging sexual battery.
Despite calls from GOP officials for party unity in the wake of the primary, Herbster declined to
endorse his former rival in the governor’s race. His campaign released a statement after the primary
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saying Herbster would not endorse any candidate until his lawsuit with Slama was resolved.
It’s unclear if Herbster will be in attendance at Saturday’s convention.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Nebraska Republicans oust party leader during
turbulent GOP convention


 
KEARNEY, Neb. — Nebraska GOP Chairman Dan Welch opened the state’s GOP convention Saturday
by saying he hoped the event would “clear the air” in what he admitted was a divided Republican
Party.
He ended the day fired.
Nebraska GOP delegates voted to oust Welch after eight years as the party chairman during a
tumultuous convention that also saw one party activist be arrested outside the venue, win
reinstatement as a delegate while he was still in jail, and then return to the meeting.
Welch later was replaced by Lancaster County GOP Chairman Eric Underwood through a majority
vote of delegates. Underwood had introduced the motions that led to Welch’s firing.
“I’m not asking you to trust me tonight … but I’m asking you for the opportunity to earn your trust,”
Underwood said after being chosen to finish Welch’s term, which runs through this year. The state
party will elect a chairman for a full term at the end of the year.
A wave of resignations followed Welch’s termination, including the party’s executive director, Taylor
Gage, who previously served as spokesman to Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Other resignations included national committeewoman Lydia Brasch, the first and second district
chair, the party treasurer and secretary, and the assistant chairman and assistant state party chair.
Welch blamed the turmoil on divisions caused by the hard-fought gubernatorial primary race, which
was won by Jim Pillen. He said many believed the Nebraska GOP took sides in the election to favor
Pillen, although he claims the party was “absolutely neutral.”
“The only thing I wish you knew was the real information,” Welch told delegates in some of his final
words as chairman.
Those who supported Welch’s termination said the upheaval was because some Nebraska
Republicans have felt excluded and unheard by the Ricketts-led party establishment.
During the primary campaign, Ricketts endorsed Pillen. That put him at odds with fellow Republicans
who supported former President Donald Trump and Charles Herbster, the gubernatorial candidate
Trump endorsed. Herbster came in second behind Pillen, and so far has refused to endorse Pillen.
The division was on display during the morning’s speeches from Republican leadership. Though all of
the speakers shared messages touting similar conservative talking points, Ricketts and Pillen did not
receive the same full standing ovations as other speakers, such as newly elected U.S. Rep. Mike
Flood, Rep. Adrian Smith and Sen. Deb Fischer.
Before Welch’s termination, delegates passed a resolution to amend the state party’s constitution to
allow delegates to immediately remove an officer with or without cause by a majority vote. Welch
supporters called his termination a “coup d’etat” and criticized other delegates for trying to push
thorough motions without debate.
“Go start your own party,” one attendee yelled.







The tension was high from the start of the convention after the state party’s credentials committee
last week revoked credentials for six delegates. One of those delegates, Matt Innis from Crete,
Nebraska, was arrested in the morning for third-degree assault and second-degree trespassing,
according to Buffalo County Jail records.
But following his arrest, a majority of the GOP delegates voted to reinstate him, along with four
others who been blocked from attending the meeting.
Their credentials had been revoked because they had spoken out against Republican leadership or
nominees, including Ricketts and Pillen.
The debate over the credentials issue dragged into the lunch hour, delaying it over an hour.
Ultimately, delegates also voted to cancel several workshops that had been scheduled in the
afternoon to save time for more debates on party resolutions.
The convention was supposed to end at 3:45 p.m. but continued well into the evening following
Welch’s removal, which came on a 204-120 vote.
Tensions rose during the credentials debate as some delegates questioned the authority of GOP
leadership to block some delegates and criticized the decision as an attack on free speech. One
delegate compared the GOP leadership to Soviet Russia and the British monarchy before the
American Revolution.
“That’s not America, and that’s not the Republican Party,” the delegate said.
Loud cheers and boos echoed through the convention center during the comments and GOP
leaders’ attempts to manage them. Welch repeatedly asked the crowd to remain civil and refrain
from applauding or booing any speakers — to no avail.
Saturday evening, after the leadership changes, the delegates began considering a number of policy
resolutions.
One such resolution called for increased election security. As amended by delegates on the floor, the
resolution also backs counting ballots by hand under continued video surveillance.
By Erin Bamer
 


AP: Nebraska Republicans fire chairman at tumultuous
convention


 
KEARNEY, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Republicans fired their longtime party chairman at a tumultuous
state convention that highlighted divisions within the party driven by activists who support former
President Donald Trump and want to take the party further to the right.
After convention delegates voted to remove Chairman Dan Welch on Saturday, most of the other
state party leaders, including Executive Director Taylor Gage, resigned, the Omaha World-
Herald reported.
Republicans were sharply divided during this spring’s gubernatorial primary battle between two
conservative candidates: the eventual winner, Jim Pillen, and businessman Charles Herbster, who
was endorsed by Trump. The race to replace Gov. Pete Ricketts, who couldn’t run because of term
limits, became more controversial after eight young women accused Herbster of groping them.
Herbster denied the allegations, describing them as a politically motivated attack. He filed a
defamation lawsuit against one of his accusers, state Sen. Julie Slama, who responded with a lawsuit
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of her own accusing Herbster of sexual battery.
Herbster has refused to endorse Pillen, who is still expected to win in November over Democratic
state Sen. Carol Blood because the state strongly favors Republicans.
The divisions within the party were exacerbated in the days before the convention after the party
refused to issue credentials to six activists who had been critical of Pillen or Ricketts. One of those
delegates, Matt Innis of Crete, was arrested for third-degree assault and second-degree trespassing
after he tried to enter the meeting Saturday morning. But he was allowed to participate later in the
day after he and most of the other activists were reinstated.
The debate over the credentialing issue was tense at times, with some delegates criticizing the
decision to withhold access to the activists as an attack on free speech.
Welch, who led the party for eight years, said he thought the disputes were related to the hard-
fought gubernatorial primary that saw Ricketts and many established Republican leaders endorse
Pillen. Welch said many in the party seemed to believe the state GOP sided with Pillen during the
primary, but he maintained that the party remained neutral even though Ricketts spent aggressively
to support Pillen.
“The only thing I wish you knew was the real information,” Welch told the convention before he was
removed.
Welch was replaced as chairman by Lancaster County GOP Chairman Eric Underwood, who had
introduced the motions that led to Welch’s firing. Underwood asked delegates for “the opportunity
to earn your trust” as he leads the party through the rest of this year. The state GOP will elect a
chairman to a full term near the end of this year.
Not long after electing Underwood, the delegates voted in favor of a conservative resolution calling
for election ballots to be counted by hand under video surveillance.
 


Nebraska Examiner: Old-guard conservatives and Trump
populists take Nebraska GOP from Ricketts


 
KEARNEY, Nebraska — A motivated group of old-guard conservatives and Trump-era populists took
over the Nebraska Republican Party on Saturday, ousting and replacing state GOP Chairman Dan
Welch. The move sparked at least a dozen resignations from GOP leaders.
By Saturday night, the state’s dominant political party had lost its chairman, executive director, two
of three district chairs, national committeewoman, three assistant state party chairs, secretary,
treasurer and lawyer, among others.
Party critics had pressed for change, with several saying they sent a message to Gov. Pete Ricketts
and party leaders that the state GOP is more than a “party of one.” Cheers erupted when the
amendment passed allowing delegates to fire GOP leaders. The crowd was quieter when Welch lost
his vote.
Ricketts had no immediate comment.
Old complaints
Some Republicans have complained for years that the governor and state GOP had taken sides in
open races with Republicans running against Republicans. Several cited the legislative race between
State Sen. Julie Slama and then-GOP activist Janet Palmtag.
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Others pointed to the May GOP primary for governor. Welch said delegates believed bad
information that the GOP had taken sides. Ricketts spent aggressively to sway the governor’s race
toward his pick, University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen, who won the primary.
Motivated opponents
Some of what happened Saturday was telegraphed leading up to the convention. The Freedom
Coalition held a 125-person rally Friday for people who wanted new leadership in the state GOP.
Most who attended raised their hands when asked if they were delegates.
Successful floor fights to credential five of six Republicans that the state GOP had rejected from
attending offered additional clues. One of the six, Lancaster County GOP activist Fanchon Blythe,
helped lead the takeover after being allowed into the convention Saturday.
Another one of the six, unsuccessful  U.S. Senate candidate Matt Innis, was arrested on suspicion of
trespassing and assault for trying to enter the meeting hall before the group voted to let him in.
After being released from Buffalo County Jail, Innis walked into the convention hall to applause.
Innis said after the vote, “Pete (Ricketts) brought this on himself” by letting the state party and staff
change the rules and interpret the party constitution to achieve their ends. Trying to reject the six
delegates before the convention “didn’t help,” he said.
The party’s state convention had high off-year turnout of more than 600 people, including 346
delegates at its peak. The people who took over the party plan to quickly push it farther to the right,
including adopting a resolution calling for counting election ballots by hand.
‘I wanted change’
Sarpy County Republican delegate Robert Anthony, who supported the changes, said many rank-
and-file Republicans felt they were not being heard by the Ricketts establishment. He said he
thought his group’s “rebellion” might die on the vine.
He said people who assume the group had help from friends of former President Donald Trump are
wrong. Many, but not all, of the people who pushed for change are fervent supporters of the former
president, he said, but the group was “organic.”
“I voted ‘Yes’ on Welch because I wanted change,” Anthony said. “There’s just a movement within
us. Some of it is frustration with RINOs (an acronym meaning Republicans in Name Only). People are
tired of these milquetoast Republicans.”
It’s happened elsewhere
Nebraska’s troubles with Republican Party conflicts are not unique. GOP activists also took over the
Arizona Republican Party in 2019, and the Nevada Democratic Party lost its leadership to a similar
revolt by progressives in 2021.
Support for Trump was a factor in some delegates’ decisions, as was support for Trump’s pick for
governor, Charles Herbster. A few supporters of State Sen. Brett Lindstrom, another Republican
candidate for governor, said privately that they wanted Ricketts to pay for attacking their candidate
in negative campaign advertising.
Many in the winning group wore red dot pins that several said signifies they believe Trump’s
unproven allegations about the 2020 election, although independent experts and Republican-led
audits have confirmed that Trump lost to President Joe Biden.
New leader
Delegates chose Lancaster County Republican Party Chairman Eric Underwood as the GOP’s next
chairman. Underwood said he wants to bring the party together to support Republican candidates,
including GOP gubernatorial nominee Jim Pillen and GOP House candidates.
Underwood said he knows he needs to repair a lot of division in the party. He told delegates he







would “earn your trust as people and conservative Republicans.” He said he would help elect GOP
candidates and define “what we are” with the party platform.
“We can only do it together,” he said.
Underwood will finish the rest of Welch’s term, which runs through the end of this year.
Some Republicans expressed angst about Underwood. Former 2nd District Chair Nancy McCabe
pointing out that Democrats have made major gains in Lancaster County. Democrats hold the
Lincoln Mayor’s Office and a supermajority on the Lincoln City Council.
James Wright, a former staffer for Republican 2nd District Rep. Lee Terry, who was there when Ron
Paul supporters took over the Douglas County GOP, argued that Welch had done a lot to pull the
party together. Others highlighted Welch’s work to get Republicans in the Legislature.
Welch speaks
Welch, when he realized he didn’t have the votes to remain as state GOP chairman, told delegates
that the state party would be strong with or without him. He said the same in a followup interview
but said it might take time to get the party back on its feet financially.
“I hope the party doesn’t suffer for this, and we have to come back together,” Welch said.
“Republicans have a great majority in the state, and the state will remain red because Nebraskans
are common-sense conservatives. That always carries the day.”
Replacing Ricketts
The move to new management reduced Ricketts’ influence over the state party apparatus, which
could spur financial risk for the state GOP, depending on how party donors react. Ricketts is the
party’s top elected official and top donor.
The governor has been personally responsible for about 75% of the party’s private funding, which
was a common gripe by critics of the party, including Patrick Peterson of the Nebraska Freedom
Coalition. Welch was the party’s second-best fundraiser.
Resignations followed
GOP Executive Director Taylor Gage, the governor’s former spokesman, confirmed his resignation
Saturday. He had been the subject of complaints from some county party chairs who said they didn’t
like how party officials in Lincoln treated them.
Other party members who left included National Committeewoman Lydia Brasch, Treasurer Rod
Krogh, Secretary Paul Burger, Assistant Party Chairs Darlene Starman, Trenton Snow and former
State Sen. John Kuehn, General Counsel Dave Lopez and 1st District Chair John Orr.
“My true passion is campaigns,” Starman said. “I serve a role in both the Pillen and the Mike Flood
campaigns, and I look forward to getting Jim Pillen and Mike Flood elected in November. I have
plenty to do to keep me busy.”
National Committeeman J.L. Spray, who did not resign Saturday, said it was too soon to tell what to
make of what happened in Kearney.
“Ask me next week,” he said.
Peterson said he was pleased with what party delegates did, but not with how some former party
officials reacted.
“It’s unfortunate people fled the party,” Peterson said. That proves they didn’t want unity.”
GOP infighting
Nebraska Democrats celebrated the Republican infighting.
“Even Republicans are sick and tired of Ricketts using his father’s money to buy elections,” Nebraska
Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb said. “The majority of Nebraskans want our government to work
for the people.”







The abrupt shift in party leadership left some candidates wondering privately how to interact with
new party leadership and questioning how much help the party would be able to provide. Several
said they don’t know Underwood.
Lancaster County GOP members, including Blythe, described Underwood during the meeting as
someone who listens to all Republicans, not just those that they like.
Many Republicans said they feel caught in the middle. Several said the last time tensions in the state
GOP were this high was in the years 1996-2000, when some Republicans wondered whether the
party had taken sides in a U.S. Senate primary and gubernatorial primary.
“I’m sick to my stomach about it,” Omaha City Councilwoman Aimee Melton said. “I have friends on
both sides who have been part of this party a long time. It’s like when your parents get divorced, and
you have to pick one to live with, but you love them both.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


LJS: Don Walton: GOP coup in Kearney raises questions for
November


 
A coup in Kearney.
The sudden takeover of Nebraska's Republican Party by conservative activists — many or perhaps
most of whom appear to be strong supporters of Donald Trump — was a lightning strike.
It's no longer the party led by Gov. Pete Ricketts and that's a stunning overnight reversal of
Republican politics in the state.
Perhaps it's also a reminder that the governor is down to his last six months in office when elected
leaders acquire the awkward title of lame duck and power begins to invisibly seep away.
Since I wasn't in Kearney, I don't have the on-the-scene presence that is so important in
understanding how this happened and exactly what it means. But the on-the-scene reporting was
excellent, so it's clear that this was a well-planned and well-executed takeover.
The coup in Kearney raises some questions: 
* Will the party be as helpful, or useful, in supporting Jim Pillen's gubernatorial bid now as it had
been prepared to be?
It appears that many of those engaged in the takeover supported Charles Herbster over Pillen in the
Republican gubernatorial primary race.
Robert Borer of Lincoln, who received 72,150 votes in a bid for the Republican nomination for
secretary of state in the May primary election, was seated at the convention after being denied
credentials by the party. He is now a write-in candidate for governor.
* In the wake of mass resignations of key state party officials following the takeover and the split
with Ricketts, will the party be able to be an effective fundraising and organizational machine?
Vince Powers says no.
Yes, yes, he is a Democrat, but he has had the experience of having been a state party chairman and
understands the fundraising challenges along with the nexus with national party funding tools.
"It is doubtful new NEGOP leadership can raise money nor will national repubs trust NEGOP w/big
dollars," Powers tweeted in response to the news from Kearney.
These are questions, not answers, at this point.  







*   *   *
Doug Bereuter put country above party when he was a member of Congress and he still does today.
I'm not sure there's much of that left in the Congress today.
The priorities often appear to be the next election — and perhaps the next Supreme Court vacancy. 
It's probably not all that fair to single out Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell, but he's one
senator who has made it absolutely clear that country isn't at the top of his list.
"The single most important thing we want to achieve is for President Obama to be a one-term
president," he said in 2010.
McConnell blocked Senate consideration of Obama's nominee to fill a U.S. Supreme Court vacancy
when there were roughly 11 months left in his presidency and then rushed through confirmation of
President Trump's nomination of a justice a week before Trump was defeated for reelection. 
And now he has declined to say whether the Senate would even consider a nomination to the court
by President Biden during the last two years of his presidential term if Republicans gain control of
the Senate in the 2022 general election.
That's breathtaking.
*   *   *
Norfolk Mayor Josh Moenning, who has championed downtown riverfront development in Norfolk,
reenergizing the city and making it more attractive for young new residents, will not be pursuing the
legislative seat opened by the election of Mike Flood to Congress.
"I think being mayor of a first-class city in our state is one of the best jobs in politics," he wrote on
Facebook last week.
"A) You can have an immediate impact and see positive change happen before your eyes.
"B) You can engage directly in the work of community building, bringing new ideas, new ways of
doing things and new voices to the table.
"C) You can do all this outside the hyper-partisan environment that dominates both federal
(certainly) and state (ever-increasingly) government and so often stifles forward movement."
Gov. Pete Ricketts will appoint a senator to serve the remaining two years of Flood's term, and then
District 19 voters will elect a senator to a four-year term in 2024.
*   *   *
Finishing up:
* A bust of Ted Sorensen, who earned his law degree at the University of Nebraska in 1951, will be
dedicated at the Law College on Aug. 26. 
* Secretary of State Bob Evnen and participants in a Nebraska agricultural trade mission met with
the prime minister and the foreign minister while they were in Bulgaria.
* Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha, an outspoken and energetic state senator, has been chosen to
participate in a Council of State Governments leadership development program. She's one of 48
legislators selected from 32 states. 
* Doesn't it begin to seem increasingly possible that the names of Donald Trump, Joe Biden and
Kamala Harris may not be on the presidential ballot in 2024? 
By Don Walton
 


Nebraska Examiner: Youngkin stumps for Pillen, GOP in first
Midwest foray amid presidential buzz







 
KEARNEY, Nebraska — Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin spoke Saturday to the Nebraska Republican
Party, in an appearance close enough to Iowa that Fox News and the Washington Post wrote about a
potential White House bid.
Youngkin, in an interview with the Nebraska Examiner, said he is focused on doing the job he was
elected to do. He said he came to Nebraska because Gov. Pete Ricketts asked him.
“I think that there’s a lot of speculation around presidential stuff, and therefore my head’s down, I’m
paying attention to Virginia,” he said. “I’m helping out other governors.” 
Ricketts helped Youngkin
Ricketts co-chairs the Republican Governors Association, which helps elect GOP governors. Youngkin
said Ricketts helped him win in 2021, including by acting as an informal campaign adviser.
Youngkin pledged to support Jim Pillen, Nebraska’s GOP nominee for governor and attended a
luncheon fundraiser for Pillen in Omaha. Youngkin said he hopes to help Republicans in a handful of
other races, including a few Virginia congressional races.
Many conservatives see Youngkin’s win in Virginia as a model for harnessing the energy of base
voters who love former President Donald Trump, without turning off suburban voters, who do not. 
“It’s not an ‘either-or’ moment,” Youngkin said. “It’s an ‘and’ moment. I just hugged everybody. … In
Virginia, we had independents and Democrats come with us.”
“We need everybody in order to march to where we think we need to go, which is a better
America.” 
He and pundits credited his focus on engaging parents in public education for reversing Virginia’s
drift to Democrats, driven by voters in the growing suburbs of Washington, D.C. 
Much of the language now being widely used in Republican circles about critical race theory and
coronavirus closures in education resonated in Virginia during Youngkin’s race.
Red energy
Youngkin said during his speech Saturday that residents of a Virginia border city watched businesses
in Tennessee thrive while Virginia businesses closed under Democratic leadership.
Youngkin said his campaign’s focus was on low taxes, great schools, empowering parents, supporting
law enforcement, protecting constitutional rights and making government work.
The governor said he spoke with Ricketts and heard that the 600 people attending the Nebraska
GOP convention Saturday was a record crowd. He said he sees that same red energy in Virginia.
“I’m really, really optimistic about where we stand right now,” Youngkin said of GOP momentum.
“This is a chance for us to recognize that we have to stay together.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


LJS: Pansing Brooks tells vice president she'll fight to protect
abortion rights


 
Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln, the Democratic nominee in November's rematch with
Republican Congressman-elect Mike Flood of Norfolk, told Vice President Kamala Harris on Friday
that she and other supporters of women's abortion rights will continue to "fight with passion and







determination" to protect them.
The recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling overturning abortion rights guaranteed in its 1973 Roe v.
Wade decision would usher women "back to the Dark Ages," Pansing Brooks said during a meeting in
Washington with the vice president and a number of other state legislative leaders called to discuss
action in the wake of the court's decision.
The decision has "spread fear, sadness and rage," Pansing Brooks said.
"The government does not deserve a seat at my daughter's exam table," she said.
"And banning abortions does not end them," she said.
Harris met with legislators from Indiana, Florida, South Dakota, Nebraska and Montana in a session
livestreamed online.
A White House announcement said the invited legislators are "fighting on the front lines to protect
reproductive rights."
Harris described the court's decision as "unthinkable" and said it "took a constitutional right away
from the women of America."
Although it is still uncertain, the Nebraska Legislature may be called into special session by Gov. Pete
Ricketts later this year to consider legislation to ban abortion in the state  as a result of the court
decision.
Pansing Brooks, who will be term-limited out of office at the end of the year, would be a participant
in the special session.
Last month, Pansing Brooks lost a special election contest with Flood called to determine who will
serve the remaining six months of former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry's term in office representing eastern
Nebraska's 1st Congressional District.
Flood and Pansing Brooks will meet again on the Nov. 8 general election ballot as their party
nominees to serve a new two-year term beginning next January.
Flood will be sworn into the House seat Tuesday.
Fortenberry resigned following his conviction on charges that he lied to federal officials about illegal
foreign contributions to his 2016 reelection campaign.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Norfolk woman sues over miscarriage in prison, alleges
nurse flushed the baby


 
A Norfolk woman who was sent to prison while six weeks pregnant and miscarried is suing the state
and three prison nurses, including one who she says flushed her 13-week fetus down the toilet in
her cell.
In the lawsuit initially filed in York County District Court and later transferred to U.S. District Court in
Lincoln, attorney Maren Chaloupka alleged the state was negligent for the miscarriage.
She said the state had a duty of care to her client, Haleigh Gerard, to perform appropriate
evaluations, request consultations and give orders for maternity patients, "rather than sending a
miscarrying mother back to her prison cell to miscarry her baby alone."
On Jan. 28, 2020, less than a week after Gerard arrived at the Nebraska Correctional Center for
Women in York to serve a 3- to 4-year term on an attempted drug delivery charge, she reported to a







nurse at the infirmary that she was experiencing bleeding and cramping.
Chaloupka said Gerard was given a maxi pad and told to return to her housing unit and keep an eye
on the bleeding.
Over the course of the next seven weeks, Gerard, then 24, reported concerns multiple times about
continued spotting and asked to see a doctor because she was nervous about the pregnancy, her
first.
It prompted an appointment at the York Medical Clinic on Feb. 20, where a follow-up appointment
was scheduled March 19.
Chaloupka said a week before the appointment, infirmary staff learned Gerard had been cramping
for two days and documented an abnormal fetal heart rate. Twice that night, she was taken to the
infirmary for persistent bleeding.
Staff contacted the York Medical Clinic, which scheduled an ultrasound.
But on the night of March 13, Gerard returned to the infirmary in a wheelchair, still bleeding, with
abdominal cramps and nausea. And nurses sent her back to her cell, the attorney said.
"It was evident that she was experiencing a miscarriage. Still, defendants provided neither medical
nor emotional support for Haleigh in this extremely upsetting event, which was the traumatic end of
her first pregnancy," she said.
Chaloupka said early March 14, 2020, one of the nurses went to Gerard's cell and found her
physically and emotionally exhausted, her skin yellow and her underwear saturated with blood.
She'd been vomiting and told the nurse to look in the toilet.
Chaloupka said Gerard had delivered the baby in the toilet overnight.
She said the nurse then flushed the baby down the toilet, which the state denied in its answer.
Chaloupka said Gerard said she didn't want to go to a hospital, though it was obvious she needed
outside medical evaluation.
About 12 hours later, she went to the infirmary with continuing cramps and vaginal bleeding. She
was emotional and weeping because of the trauma of her miscarriage, Chaloupka said. Her
abdomen was painful to touch. She was given ibuprofen and sent back to her cell.
The state claims board denied her tort claim in January.
In the lawsuit, Chaloupka is seeking compensation for pain and suffering and punitive damages
against the nurse who allegedly flushed the baby for her alleged reckless and callous indifference to
Gerard's constitutional rights.
The nurse was a contract employee for the Department of Correctional Services, according to a state
prison spokeswoman.
In an answer, Assistant Nebraska Attorney General Jennifer Huxoll said Gerard was provided with
reasonable care and any damages were the result of "unrelated, preexisting, or subsequent
conditions" unrelated to employees' conduct.
Huxoll also said immunity prevents the state and the nurses from being sued.
By Lori Pilger
 


Nebraska Examiner: Senators express hope that state picks
Medicaid managed care providers based on service, not
least cost







 
LINCOLN — Five health insurance companies have submitted bids to handle the state’s Medicaid
managed care program, a contract that now costs the state nearly $3 billion a year.
Two state senators voiced hope Friday that the winning bidders would be selected on superior
service and not least cost, which has caused problems in past state bid selections.
Two to three of the companies will be announced as winning bidders in late August, according to the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
They will provide physical health care, behavioral health care, pharmacy and dental services to about
340,000 low-income and disabled Nebraskans.
The bidders are: 


Community Care Plan of Nebraska Inc., d/b/a Healthy Blue
Medica Community Health Plan
Molina Healthcare of Nebraska Inc.
Nebraska Total Care Inc.
United Healthcare of the Midlands Inc.


Three of those companies — HealthyBlue, United Health Care and Nebraska Total Care — currently
share the five-year state contract.
The department said the bids will be scored based on specific and general expertise by Medicaid
leaders. Two rounds of bidders’ questions have been answered prior to the July 1 deadline to submit
bids.
State Medicaid Director Kevin Bagley said that a goal is “to improve our members’ and providers’
experiences by building on previous successes and making thoughtful changes in response to
stakeholder feedback.”  
Some state legislators have expressed concern about the state’s Request for Proposals (RFP) process
given multimillion-dollar mistakes over “bad bids” that were approved for services including the
state’s Medicaid managed care program and for two computer systems.
In 2019, the state made what would later amount to a $158 million mistake in awarding a contract
to oversee the state’s child welfare system to St. Francis Ministries of Kansas. That financially
troubled nonprofit’s $197 million bid was later revealed to be horribly low, requiring $158 million
more in funding.
State Sen. John Arch of La Vista said he was encouraged that five bids were received for the
Medicaid managed care contract.
“What we’re looking for are companies that can demonstrate that they can improve the health of
the population that they’re managing,” Arch said, and not because they are the “cheapest” bid. 
He said he was very encouraged by the procurement process so far.
Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh, who led criticism of the St. Francis contract, said she hopes the
state isn’t focused on picking the lowest bids but by considering which services will be covered and
not covered, at the cost they’re offering.
“I don’t want another situation of an underbid that hurts people,” Cavanaugh said.
Arch said that a consultant has already been hired to delve into the state’s procurement process, as
required under a bill passed by state lawmakers this spring.
The consultant will offer recommendations for improvement in a report due Nov. 15, he said.
By Paul Hammel
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OWH: Health care sector in Nebraska works to rebuild,
bolster workforce


 
As high school students, Camila Delgado Garcia and Joerdy Flores-Garcia both were interested in
health care careers. 
So the Omaha youths signed up for a health and wellness internship offered by the Latino Center of
the Midlands and CHI Health. Their internships helped them decide what they wanted to do.
Both became certified nursing assistants through the program, which covered their costs. Both will
be freshmen at the University of Nebraska at Omaha this fall and have their sights on becoming
dental hygienists. Garcia-Flores plans to apply to work through college at CHI Health to help cover
expenses.
Delgado Garcia said a lot of careers are available in health care that people don't know about. "If you
don't like one, there's hundreds more that go into it," she said. 
The program is one of a growing number of initiatives in Nebraska aimed at helping attract and
connect young people to health care careers. The larger goal: Grow the state's health care
workforce.
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, the state had long-running shortages of many types of health
care professionals. The pandemic has exacerbated those shortages, causing some health care
workers to retire early or leave the profession. Others left for more lucrative traveling medical jobs.
Hospitals, long-term care facilities and home health and hospice outlets all have struggled to
maintain adequate staff. 
Jeremy Nordquist, president of the Nebraska Hospital Association, said hospitals still are seeing a
staff vacancy rate of somewhere between 10% and 15%, with some as high as 20%. Some larger
systems still rely on a significant number of traveling medical professionals. 
On the positive side, he said, some travelers are starting to return to their former employers. Rates
charged by medical staffing agencies for travelers have begun to inch down. Anecdotal reports from
large systems also indicate that some retired nurses are reassessing the impact of inflation on their
finances and returning to the job.
But just as worker shortages have helped drive wage increases in other industries, employers in the
health care sector also are seeing increased labor costs. Many hospitals and nursing homes have
increased wages and offered bonuses to recruit and retain staff. They also have had to pay more for
travelers to fill needed positions.
Those higher costs, combined with inflation, increased medication costs and other expenses are
putting pressure on the bottom lines of hospitals, nursing homes and home health and hospice
providers.
Reimbursements from Medicare and Medicaid, which make up 60% to 70% of a typical hospital's
revenue, are set to increase only slightly, Nordquist said. But internal surveys of members indicate
that labor costs for hospitals were up nearly 20% over the past two years, while supplies were up
15%, utilities 8% and medication 30% to 40%. Those numbers align closely with a national report
prepared earlier this year by the Kaufman Hall consulting firm.
"It's a tough situation right now," Nordquist said. "We thought COVID would be the worst of the
worst and we'd all be able to catch our breath ... But hospitals are in a real tough spot now
financially, and it's going to take some creative work to pull our way out of this. The big driving piece







of it really is the limited workforce and the costs needed to keep up with workforce costs." 
Many of the state's hospitals are trying different models to make nursing in particular more
attractive and bring people back in. Meanwhile, health systems and health colleges are stepping up
efforts to recruit young people to fill the pipeline, including offering more scholarships.
State lawmakers earlier this year put a share of the state's federal COVID relief dollars toward
initiatives to bolster the health care workforce. The Legislature allocated $5 million to help rural
health care providers pay off college loans, $5 million to provide scholarships for nursing students
and $60 million for a rural health complex on the University of Nebraska at Kearney campus, a joint
project with the University of Nebraska Medical Center. Also included was $60 million for capital
projects at community colleges to grow the state's workforce, including in health care.
Those efforts are important, Nordquist said, because the state will face a tremendous demographic
challenge over the next 10 years as practitioners in the baby boom bracket retire.  
According to the Nebraska Center for Nursing, Nebraska will face a shortage of 5,435 nurses by
2025.
A 2022 health care workforce report by UNMC, based on 2021 data, indicates that the number of
nurse practitioners in the state had increased significantly and the number of pharmacists increased
modestly since 2020.
However, rural areas of the state still lack needed health care professionals, including physicians.
Nicole Carritt, director of the UNMC Office of Rural Health Initiatives, said the report doesn't capture
the full impact of the pandemic. She said shortages have been exacerbated since the data was
collected.
UNMC has two long-running, successful pathway programs in collaboration with UNK and state
colleges focused on bolstering the rural health workforce, Carritt said. Studies show recruiting
students from rural and underserved areas and training them close to those communities increases
the likelihood that they will practice there.
Nordquist said the Legislature is conducting an interim study under a measure introduced by State
Sen. Terrell McKinney, who represents part of North Omaha, to look at ways to grow and diversify
Nebraska's health care workforce.
The hospital association, he said, also is considering ways to collaborate with nursing schools to
make sure they don't lose applicants. The goal would be to make sure that applicants who are
turned down by one nursing college are provided information about other programs or are enrolled
in a program where they can earn an associate's degree. 
Selene Espinoza, a surgical assistant with CHI Health, said she got involved in the Latino Center/CHI
program last year when it added the CNA certification option. She wanted to make sure Latino
students were exposed to health care settings and could see people like themselves in those
workplaces.
She talks them through the training required for various careers, from CNAs to physicians, as well as
their earning potential. She takes them on tours of hospitals and clinics, where they meet health
professionals, don gowns and gloves and get their hands on equipment, including a surgical robot.
Espinoza moved to the United States from Mexico as a preteen. As a student at Omaha's Bryan High
School, Espinoza said she didn't think a career in health care was possible because of language and
financial barriers. Her parents hadn't gotten a higher education and didn't know the U.S. education
system. But she was exposed to career options in a program through Midlands Hospital. She now
serves on the hospital's community board and is a member of the Douglas County Board of Health.
"I feel like I've walked the path and can do a little bit of guidance," Espinoza said, noting that the







pandemic also highlighted the need for health care workers who could speak patients' languages
and understand their cultures.
Ricky Solis, a UNO junior who joined the program this year, had thought to one day work for an
international health organization. But he has shifted his focus to local public health after working for
the Central Public Health District in Grand Island during the pandemic and for the Latino Center/CHI
program. 
"I'm working on the stuff I've studied in college," he said.
Bolstering the existing workforce
While the staffing crunch for hospitals has eased since the last pandemic peak, hospitals still are
busy, in part because they're catching up with delayed care. 
Sue Nuss, chief nursing officer at Nebraska Medicine, said the health system had 450 employees out
with COVID at the peak of omicron surge in January and February. Both that and the number of
patients ill with COVID have decreased significantly, although COVID continues to sideline some
employees. 
Since then, the health system, like many others, has increased compensation packages for bedside
nurses. Like other health systems, Nebraska Medicine still employs travelers, although Nuss said it
has fewer than at the pandemic peak. It also added 130 nursing school graduates and 90 nurse
residents this spring.
But with projections indicating that the number of nurses never will be adequate, Nuss said, the
health system is trying out different care team models. It has brought licensed practical nurses back
to inpatient units, a role it had eliminated years ago, and also has some paramedics working in those
units. 
Rather than having one nurse alone oversee four or five patients, for instance, that nurse might
instead cover eight or nine patients with the help of an LPN, nursing assistant and paramedic, Nuss
said. While stretching nurse-to-patient ratios can impact quality of care, having a team allows nurses
to delegate some tasks. By working together, a team may be able to care for more patients.
Tim Plante, chief nursing officer for CHI Health, said that health system also has focused on
incentivizing nurses who have stayed and working to get new ones in the field.
A number of health care workers who left to travel have started to return, he said. So far, 100
practitioners, from nurses to respiratory therapists, have joined the health system's new internal
travel pool. Some have come from across the country.
CHI Health also is trying several new programs aimed at increasing job flexibility, Plante said. Under a
weekend option, instead of working every third weekend, the local standard, a nurse could work
every weekend or every other weekend in exchange for additional pay. That option works for a lot of
nurses with families who want to arrange child care around their shifts.
The health system also is incentivizing nurses to learn new skills and work in different areas — say,
the intensive care unit in addition to labor and delivery — and to work in different metro-area
hospitals. 
CHI Health also has two pilot programs that involve bringing pharmacists and occupational therapists
onto floors to help nurses with tasks such as administering complex IV medications and helping
patients with strength training. 
Russ Gronewold, president and CEO of Lincoln-based Bryan Health, said the system is down to 470
open positions from a peak of 550 during the last pandemic peak. It's also down to 110 travelers of
all types from a high of 170. 
In the short term, Bryan has adjusted wages, offered retention bonuses and restored team-building







activities such as company picnics and zoo nights. Health system officials are trying to figure out how
to accommodate workers' desire for flexibility, which has increased as wages have increased. 
The health system also has started an internal traveler pool, Gronewold said, and has been able to
get some employees who had been traveling elsewhere to commit to moving among Bryan's
hospitals in Lincoln, Grand Island, Kearney and Central City.
Gronewold said he also sees a role for more technology. Bryan is using artificial intelligence to
extend staff in some areas, including working with a Lincoln software firm to monitor patients at risk
of falling with 3D cameras and a fall-predicting algorithm. That has freed about 30 people a day who
otherwise would be sitting with patients.
Other systems monitor incoming test results and alert nurses if interventions are needed right away
and pre-sort lab results and CT scanner images to help practitioners pick up on any problems more
quickly.
"These are things that make their job more efficient, but it doesn't replace the person who does the
job," Gronewold said. 
Ivan Mitchell, CEO of Great Plains Health in North Platte, said his hospital also is bringing back LPNs,
medical assistants, certified nursing assistants and paramedics.
If a task doesn't have to be done by a nurse, he said, "we're having it be done by someone else." The
same generally goes for physicians. 
Mitchell and Gronewold said Nebraska practice standards required some professionals to perform
tasks that could be done by others with lesser training. Making such changes would require
legislation, and hospital officials are discussing the idea with state lawmakers.  
"There are no projections that suggest it's going to be anything but a long-term issue," Gronewold
said of the shortages. "Simply increasing the folks going to nursing school by 10 or 20%, that still
doesn't even address 50% of the shortage. We have to come up with other programs, of how do we
use technology, how do we use other individuals." 
Great Plains has taken a different approach to recruiting. Mitchell said the health system began
recruiting nurses from the Caribbean, the Philippines and other nations after he arrived more than
six years ago. The nurses all have passed the certification exams that allow them to practice. Since
2018, the hospital has employed about 175 international recruits.
Many move on after their three-year contracts run out, Mitchell said. But some stay. And while
they're in North Platte, their children go to school there. They pay rent and shop in the community.
If they move elsewhere in the U.S., they remain part of the larger pool of health care workers.
Nursing home challenges
Meanwhile, both nursing homes and home health and hospice outlets face workforce and financial
challenges of their own. A side effect, Mitchell said, is increased length of stay for patients in
hospitals because nursing homes don't have the staff to take them. Some nursing homes have
closed. 
Jalene Carpenter, president and CEO of the Nebraska Health Care Association, said a lot of nursing
homes still are ending up in outbreak status due to COVID, meaning a single resident or employee
has tested positive. Some employees have left due to requirements for testing and protective gear,
which are stricter than in other industries.
A survey of 759 nursing home providers in mid-May by the American Health Care Association
indicated that 98% of homes are having difficulty hiring staff. In addition, 73% are concerned about
having to close their facilities over staffing woes.
In Nebraska, home operators have not only raised wages but also are looking at other strategies to







grow their workforce, Carpenter said. At the national level, the association recently advocated for
shortening the wait time for people in the country who are on certain visas to be eligible to work.
Still relatively new to the industry is an online labor platform for long-term care facilities called KARE,
which is in place in Omaha and Lincoln. It works a bit like an Uber program for staffing and is "seeing
incredible success," Carpenter said. 
With KARE, facilities can post available shifts, and caregivers interested in work can select the ones
that work for them — say, a four-hour shift on a Tuesday. Employers, rather than staffing agencies,
set the wages. If the employer likes the worker, they can offer to hire the person. 
"Those are the things that give me hope," Carpenter said. "Innovation comes from times of crisis,
and we are seeing (people) coming up with new and innovative things."
Janet Seelhoff, executive director of the Nebraska Association for Home Healthcare and Hospice,
said agencies are having to turn away patient referrals because they can't staff enough nurses and
aides. That comes in the face of growing demand for such services.
"Need is greater than it's ever been," she said, "but at the same time, there are challenges in
staffing." Costs have gone up with inflation, and home health and hospice agencies can't compete
with the hiring bonuses and benefit packages hospitals and other health care settings are offering. 
Building the pipeline
Meanwhile, the push continues to get more people into the health care pipeline, with the help of a
host of programs, scholarships and loan repayment programs. Colleges and universities continue to
reach out across the state to build programs in more locations.
Deb Carlson, president of Nebraska Methodist College, said the pandemic could have scared people
away from the field, but it hasn't. 
"People are saying they want to go into health care because they want to make a difference, they
want to make an impact," she said, acknowledging that publicity about salary increases and loan
payback programs also have helped spur interest. For those who don't want to work directly with
patients, plenty of careers are available that aren't at the bedside.
Employers now are focused on how they can get students in the system even before they have
degrees and are offering tuition assistance to help them continue their education once they're in the
door, Carlson said.  
Nebraska Methodist College, for instance, offers a free student nursing assistant program that allows
people 16 and older to study to become nursing assistants at Methodist Hospital and get paid, on-
the-job training with a two-year work commitment. The college also began offering its first full-ride
scholarships last year for traditional bachelor's of nursing students. 
Carlson said the college also is doing more to reach out to minority communities and has a free
master's program for existing minority providers who want to go into nursing education, which also
is a shortage area.
People who earn degrees in health care have no trouble finding jobs, she said. This year, for the first
time, even junior nursing students were being hired.
Gronewold said Bryan is automatically offering jobs to junior nursing students at Bryan College of
Health Sciences. The health system also is offering more tuition reimbursement for employees
seeking additional education and just rolled out a program covering half the tuition for the children
of employees who have been with the system for three years, as long as they stay with the system.
Over the course of the next few years, said Dr. Bo Dunlay, dean of Creighton University's medical
school, Creighton will increase the number of graduating physicians from 600 to 1,000. The
university also has created two physician assistant programs that eventually will add at least 100
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practitioners to the workforce each year. The university also accelerated bachelor of nursing
programs in Phoenix and Grand Island.
"It's created an opportunity for growth," he said of the expansion. "But the important thing is we've
got clinical partners there whose missions are aligned with ours, and that's what makes it so
successful."
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: 'It destroyed me': OPS teachers forced to move
schools to fill staff shortages


 
The majority of Meghan Witty’s past three years in the Omaha Public Schools were filled with
exhaustion, sacrifice and uncertainty as working conditions deteriorated during the COVID-19
pandemic.
She started teaching social studies at North High School in 2019. By the end of 2020, with staff
shortages hurting the school, she had taken on additional responsibilities, becoming an AP teacher,
dance coach and speech coach.
She said she had less than half of her plan time the entire 2021-22 school year. Just a few months
ago, before what would be her last days at North, she had an anxiety attack so severe that
paramedics thought it was a heart attack. She returned to school that Monday, because “there were
no substitutes.”
Witty was one of more than 70 teachers who recently learned they’re being reassigned to other
buildings as the district tries to address its staff shortage. OPS officials have said that with more than
200 unfilled positions across the district, the reassignments are necessary to help ensure each
classroom has a teacher.
While reassignments happen every year, Robert Miller, president of the Omaha Education
Association, said the district’s method of selecting and notifying teachers for reassignment was
“questionable.”
“When we had discussed with OPS, they did tell us that there will be reassignments based on
student numbers. We asked for a deadline to be met, so (reassignments) didn’t mess with summer
school and for teachers to be compensated,” he said. “Sadly, they pulled notifying teachers in the
middle of the summer.”
Some reassigned teachers have said they didn’t know they were going to be moved until they
received a phone call from OPS human resources out of the blue with their new school for the 2022-
23 year.
“The only reason I knew it was coming is because teachers spread rumors faster than high schoolers.
I said, ‘No, I teach four different classes, how are they going to replace me?’” Witty said. “Getting
the call on July 1 ... it destroyed me.”
After 22 years in OPS and 17 years at Buffett Middle School, Andy Staberg received a call June 30
from a district official who told him that he was being reassigned to Monroe Middle School. A
physical education teacher at Monroe said earlier this year that the school lost more than 60% of its
staff after teachers transferred or resigned this spring.
Staberg, a technology teacher, had just been hired as Buffett’s assistant boys basketball coach in
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June and worked summer school that month “without a thought” of being reassigned, he said. He
had started at Buffett in 2005 after he was reassigned from Monroe, but he said that process was
completely different.
“We were informed that they were going to have to cut a team of teachers because they weren’t
going to have enough students,” he said, recalling his reassignment in 2005. “They brought in the
seventh grade teams of teachers and went through this process with us. Based on what the reaction
of some of the veteran teachers were, being newer, I offered to transfer because I didn’t want to
force someone to leave who doesn’t want to go.”
Miller said this process is how he has experienced reassignments: Building principals will meet with
the grade level team that needs to cut numbers and will ask for volunteers first. Sometimes
decisions were based on seniority, he said.
Charles Wakefield, chief operations officer for OPS, told school board members at a June 6 meeting
that the process would be similar, even though it’s more difficult to reassign secondary teachers
based on their certifications.
“As we go through that in high school especially, you start getting into certifications. ‘Well, I was fully
staffed math but as I reduce sections, I don’t need this math teacher.’ So then HR would come in and
talk to the math teachers, seek their input, seek principal input, ask for volunteers first and then
work with them to assign them to a school that does need a math teacher,” he said at the meeting.
“It is heavily involved with communication, it’s heavily involved with input, both the principal and the
teacher level.”
Board member Margo Juarez told Wakefield she was concerned that forcing teachers to move to a
different school could impact staff morale.
“I do hope that it does work out that teachers are going to be able to volunteer and that maybe
we’re going to have a sufficient number to make the changes that we need, but I am concerned
about it being forced upon them,” she said at the meeting.
Juarez said she hopes that if a teacher is forced to leave a school, that the district would be flexible
with them in the future and might even let them return to that school if staffing improves.
“We actually have done that in the past, and we’ll continue to do that,” Wakefield said at the
meeting.
In an interview with The World-Herald, Wakefield said elementary reassignments did go through a
process in which officials asked for volunteers. But because middle school and high school teachers
are so specialized, it “became much more difficult to ask for volunteers.”
He said it was up to building principals to choose how they wanted to handle the reassignment
process and each principal approached it differently. He said that while some asked for volunteers,
others worked with teacher leaders, deans or curriculum specialists to identify who would move.
This year is also different because reassignments are happening on a much larger scale than normal,
he said.
“Principals worked with groups of staff, but they didn’t necessarily talk with the staff that were being
reassigned. But they did work in a collaborative process to try to best identify schedules as they
went forward,” he said. “And teachers knew this was happening. But I fully understand that you
never expect that phone call to come to you. We all think that we’re OK, that it’s going to happen to
somebody else. And it’s a shock to get that call. That’s why we want to support teachers.”
Amanda Leet, who had been at OPS for 14 years and was a reading teacher before being reassigned,
said her principal didn’t know she was going to leave before she got the call.
Leet was reassigned from Bryan High School to McMillan Middle School after receiving a “cold call”







from OPS human resources. She chose to resign.
“I want to make sure that it’s super clear, because some people are just pissed that they’re having to
move to a low-income school, but I am not,” she said. “I am pissed at how they continue to treat
their employees who are dedicated and ... are there because they want to be, which, if you’ve been
in a school, you know that is priceless.”
Leet said she wouldn’t have resigned if she had been treated differently in the reassignment process.
She said the only communication she’s received from the district is about her certification, which
could be suspended since she resigned after the district’s deadline.
OPS is allowed to reassign teachers to different locations, according to this year’s contract. If a
teacher resigns after the resignation deadline, which was earlier this spring, the district has to report
it as a breach of contract, Wakefield said.
He said the Nebraska Department of Education then decides if the contract was actually breached
and what discipline, if any, should be assigned. A teacher’s certification could be suspended for a
year or more.
Though he hasn’t resigned, Staberg said the situation makes him feel like he’s just a number.
“There are dates you have to resign by, dates if you want to retire, you have to submit paperwork by
a certain date,” he said. “You have to do all these things by certain dates and if you don’t, you’re
stuck. And not having this (reassignment) information before now, I am now stuck.”
Wakefield said he doesn’t anticipate there will be any more reassignments before the start of the
school year. The number of reassignments is still in the range of 70-75, he said.
It’s normal for some teachers to be reassigned once school starts and student enrollment numbers
become official. He said the district is trying to “work with teachers to help them through this
process.”
“We understand that frustration, we get it. I would be frustrated, too,” he said. “We want to support
our teachers. But ultimately, we have to meet the needs of our students. So that’s the most
important thing we do each and every day.”
Miller said the teachers union is trying to secure compensation for the teachers who were
reassigned to help with relocation expenses.
“This is disruptive and disconnecting because teachers have relationships with their school
community,” Miller said. “Students and school environments will be negatively impacted.”
By Lauren Wagner
 


LJS: Railroad workers rally in the Haymarket demanding a
new fair contract


 
Rail workers from all over the Midwest gathered in the historic Haymarket on Sunday to call
attention to worker safety and pay concerns. 
As the nation recovers from a pandemic and navigates a supply chain crisis and inflation surge, U.S.
railroad workers say they have been pushed to the brink.
"Every rail worker here has a story about something the railroads do to save a nickel, despite their
quality of life and dignity at work," said Ash Anderson of Railroad Workers United. 
Sunday's rally of about 50 people at Seventh and Canopy streets was meant to show that railroad







workers are united in their demands for higher wages, better benefits and more tolerable working
conditions. 
It comes after years of failed contract negotiations and a week before the July 18 deadline for
President Joe Biden to create an emergency negotiating board to avoid a possible nationwide strike.
Last month, after nearly three years of contract negotiations, U.S. rail workers entered into a 30-day
cooling-off period that will expire next Monday.
Matt Weaver, assistant to the president of Brotherhood of Maintenance Employees Division, said if
no agreement is reached, Congress would be forced to intervene.
Before it gets into the hands of lawmakers, Biden would be required to appoint a Presidential
Emergency Board, which would make recommendations for a new contract.
While no local railroad workers said Sunday that they intend to strike, they, along with the National
Carriers Conference Committee, which represents more than 30 U.S. railroads, would have to agree
to the board's recommendations.
"We have good faith President Biden will elect a PEB soon, but we're worried the NCCC might reject
its recommendation because they're more concerned with profit," Weaver said. 
Railroad workers received wage increases in 2019, but pay isn't the only issue, they say. Healthcare
concessions and working conditions are also on the table.
During the rally, rail workers shared stories of their labor shortages on the job and being incentivized
to go to work ill in fear of being fired. 
Several attendees of Sunday's rally shared a common message: They need the community's support
to obtain a new fair contract. 
"I want people to call their congressmen, senators and local representatives, and let them know that
these people are underpaid, they haven't had a wage increase in over three years, and they will
strike if they need to" said Mary Gunther of Grand Island, the wife of a railroad worker.
By Evelyn Mejia
 


Sioux City Journal: Drought conditions continue in Missouri
River basin


 
SIOUX CITY, Iowa — Despite an uptick in runoff in June, water conservation measures in the Missouri
River reservoir system will continue through the rest of the summer, and likely into 2023, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers announced Wednesday.
Though flow support service will be increased slightly for downstream navigation, ongoing drought
conditions and low water levels in the system's six reservoirs will lead to the navigation season being
three days shorter.
"While soil moisture has improved in some areas over the last month, drought conditions persist
across much of the Missouri River basin, and mainstream reservoir levels remain below normal,"
John Remus, chief of the corps' Missouri River Basin Water Management Division, said in a news
release.
June runoff into the basin above Sioux City was 5.2 million acre-feet, 94% of average, raising the
2022 runoff forecast to 20.0 MAF, which is 1.7 MAF higher than last month's forecast but 78% of
average. Average annual runoff is 25.8 MAF.







Heavy rain on the upper Yellowstone River and mountain snowmelt led to runoff 110% of average
into the Garrison Dam reservoir in North Dakota. Runoff into the river between Gavins Point Dam
near Yankton, South Dakota, and Sioux City also was 136% of average.
Water releases from Gavins Point Dam currently are 22,500 cubic feet per second and will be
adjusted during the summer for flow support. Normal summer releases from Gavins Point are about
33,000 cfs. The corps expects winter releases to be at the minimum rate of 12,000 cfs.
By Nick Hytrek
 


OWH Midlands Voices: An abortion ban in Nebraska
ultimately hurts women


 
Over a month ago, we started a Facebook group, Save IVF Nebraska, in anticipation of Roe v. Wade
being overturned. It was meant to be a place for concerned physicians, patients and citizens to
connect and elevate the discussion surrounding infertility and the potential effects that a complete
abortion ban could have on the practice of infertility.
As a group we were horrified at the prospect of a ban, but with Roe still firmly in place, we knew that
access to safe and appropriate reproductive care in Nebraska was not in imminent jeopardy.
What we feared has become a reality. The world is a different place than it was on June 23, 2022.
The Dobbs decision not only upended the practice of medicine, more importantly, it stripped women
of their liberty and a fundamental right to privacy.
We are physicians. We educate. We heal. We empower women and men, helping them create the
families they so deeply desire. We are not politicians, nor do we want to be politicians. But as
concern in the public and medical community has grown, we felt compelled to act to protect our
patients, our profession and all of Nebraska.
To our amazing patients, know that we will never stop working to ensure access to fertility
treatments in this state. We have met with two state senators hoping to highlight the dangers of
legislating medical care. Our goal was to educate and voice your concerns as well as our own and
those of our colleagues. The ability to build a family in a way and at a time that is appropriate for the
involved individuals is a right that should not be taken from any Nebraskan family. Though we
advocate for you, we cannot stop at fertility. We must advocate for all women. To that end, and to
all the people of Nebraska, know that our goal is to prevent any abortion ban.
To the Nebraska politicians who have insinuated that we are helping to draft this legislation, please
stop. This is not the case. The meetings that we have had with conservative senators should not be
interpreted as collaborations or our acceptance of a watered-down version of LB 933. We are not
helping to draft an abortion ban nor will we in the future.
To our fellow physicians and the Nebraska Medical Association, please stand with the American
Medical Association, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the American Society
of Reproductive Medicine, the Maternal Fetal Medicine Society, the American Academy of Family
Physicians, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American College of Physicians, and the
American Psychiatric Association and do what’s right. Advocate for your patients and for all women.
Tell our Legislature that they have no right to enter our exam rooms, ORs and emergency
departments. Demand that they let us do the jobs that we love and are trained to do.







We will not support any abortion ban that is brought before the Nebraska Legislature. It is contrary
to who we are as physicians, women and mothers. We recognize that some of our colleagues may
not agree with us. We recognize that some of our patients may not agree with us. To those of you
who don’t, please believe that we are still the physicians you trusted to make your dreams of a
family a reality. We are asking you to trust us again. Any abortion ban in this state will ultimately hurt
all women. Do not let this happen.
Meghan B. Oakes, M.D., F.A.C.O.G
Stephanie L.F. Gustin, M.D., F.A.C.O.G
Abigail A. Delaney, M.D., F.A.C.O.G
Elizabeth S. Constance, M.D., F.A.C.O.G
Elizabeth A. Weedin, D.O., F.A.C.O.G
 


OWH Column: North Omaha begins a new chapter


 
On July 4, of this year, I turned 80 years old. I have lived, witnessed, experienced and even studied,
the evolution of my beloved North Omaha, for my entire years. I have studied the fact that we have
had two lynchings in Omaha, we’ve experienced the devastating effects, of racism, discriminatory
practices, redlining, segregated schools, lack of access to public and private accommodations, and —
because of race — the killing of 14-year-old Vivian Strong, by police in 1969.
Yet despite that, I’ve witnessed the glory of North Omaha, and its wonderful history, heritage and
culture. We have produced, some of the greatest people in America, in every aspect of life: athletics,
(God bless our beloved, late Marlin Briscoe), professions, the arts, music, and in business, all of
which are too numerous to mention, but worthy to be noted in the aggregate.
In the past, North Omaha was vibrant in every way: in church, in commerce and community. While
we were a poverty-stricken community, we were rich in our culture and in our social fiber and
family. When discriminated against, in most areas within our community, we produced our own
alternatives. Two examples: When White mortuaries refused to bury Blacks, we created
generationally successful mortuaries of our own. And when the daily newspaper produced only bad
and biased news about African Americans in North Omaha, we created our own, evidenced by the
long-standing Black newspaper, the Omaha Star.
The focus of this article is the historical economic devastation that this community experienced for
generations, and in my lifetime. My generation, in large percentages, left Nebraska as soon as we
were mature enough or we had completed our high school or college educations. We left Nebraska
to seek opportunities that were not available to us in our hometown. I could be counted in that
number. But when we left, we drained our beloved North Omaha of our valuable brain power, our
financial potential, and our talents and skills. The community was destroyed repeatedly, from the
killing of Vivian Strong, to the tumultuous times in the 1960s, and more. These destructive events
devastated our community and its vibrancy. The north freeway cut a slice through North Omaha and
caused unrepairable damage to our culture and economics. The resulting accumulation of these
facts left North Omaha economically devastated. Evidence of that devastation that can still be seen
in the community.
I provide a service called the North Omaha Legacy Tours, where I tour our key corridors and teach
about our culture and history. Part of that education involves the residual, and currently present







remains from years of economic devastation. That story is made more horrible by the fact that, in
spite of all of the wonderful people and history and culture, there has been 40 to 50 years of
economic neglect and disinvestment in North Omaha.
I submit to you that today North Omaha is turning the pages of history and beginning a new chapter.
That chapter promises the long-awaited, thoughtful and substantial, albeit not yet comprehensive,
development . I submit the evidence of this new chapter, 10 wonderful, small to large, economic
development projects that are at different stages, but are all essential to the new chapter of
development in North Omaha:
1. The total renovation of the northwest corner sector of 24th and Lake, where the organization
Fabric Spark has totally renovated and upgraded the buildings from Lake Street to Ohio Street, and a
new music and arts venue called North Omaha Music and Arts (NOMA).
2. The Union for Contemporary Arts, which provides wonderful programming related to the arts and
more, on the southeast corner of 24th and Lake.
3. On the southwest corner of 24th and Lake is the new and exciting Revive Center, which includes a
place for meetings, lunch and events.
4. On the northeast corner of 24th and Lake, is the exciting and dramatic plan for a $40 million multi-
use complex, built by African American businesswoman Carmen Tapio’s Forever North Development.
5. The planned, new Black Box Theater Complex, to be named after Shirley Tyree, being built by the
Union for Contemporary Arts, and will provide a new live theater space, a block off of on North 24th
Street.
6. The newly established, community-owned financial institution in the historic Carver Savings and
Loans building space, half a block off 24th Street. This project came from the partnership of Willie
and Yolanda Barney, Martin and Lynnell Williams, and American National Bank.
7. The Small Business Complex, developed by the Omaha Economic Development Corporation, that
includes small spaces for businesses, a restaurant, and more, in the newly developed Fair Deal
Village at 24th and Burdette.
8. The potential new and wonderful development in the Omaha OIC building, which has sat empty
for nearly 20 years, and is now promised to provide an exciting venue.
9. Three significant renovations of the old Carnation Ballroom at 24th and Miami, the historical
Spencer Street Barber Shop at 24th and Spencer, and the new and exciting Culxr House, at 24th and
Wirt.
10. There is also the potential expansion and visionary implementation at the Malcolm X Foundation,
34th and Evans; the exciting and responsible boxing gym, developed by Bud Crawford, at Sprague
and John Creighton Boulevard; the potential new development of the Ernie Chambers Museum on
20th and Ames Streets; and the North Omaha Trail, which is currently under construction.
We celebrate all of these wonderful segments led by the Carmen Tapio’s Complex Development.
Together, they represent wonderful new components that make up what is becoming North
Omaha’s new and exciting future. There are still many needs still unaddressed. Hopefully, our
progress will be joined by recognition and respect for the greater community to provide
comprehensive but thoughtful, major investment, as partners and collaborators in this new chapter.
Preston Love Jr. is a longtime Omaha civic engagement activist who also teaches black studies at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. These views do not represent those of UNO.
 


OWH Weysan Dun: Some concepts for gun control not as







effective as some may think


 
Gun control has recently been a hot topic. The wrangling over how to solve the problem of gun
violence is not likely to end any time soon because people on both sides of the debate have sincerely
held beliefs supported by data.
Today’s column highlights some challenges and offers a path forward from my perspective as a
supporter of Second Amendment rights and a career law enforcement official who recognizes the
need to reduce gun violence.
I grew up in the rural Midwest where guns are common. I remember wilderness campouts where
adult leaders discretely carried guns to protect us from poisonous snakes and rabid animals. I
learned firearms safety and marksmanship as a pre-teen. I got my first gun, a .22 caliber rifle, when I
was 14 years old and many of my peers had similar guns. Despite the prevalence and availability of
guns, gun violence was nonexistent and shooting a person was unthinkable.
I know the heartache caused by the criminal use of firearms. I started and led a gang task force in
Hartford, Connecticut, after a 5-year-old girl was killed when rival teenage gangs engaged in a
shootout on a busy street. I have attended funerals of police officers, some of whom I personally
knew, who were shot and killed in the line of duty. I have personally been shot at (fortunately not
injured), so I know the danger posed by guns in the wrong hands and I support reasonable gun
controls.
There is much disagreement regarding the extent of the problem. Data from the Gun Violence
Archive (GVA) showing there have been more than 250 mass shootings so far this year is often cited.
The GVA’s definition of a mass shooting is four or more victims shot regardless of the extent of
injury. To be sure, any gunshot wound causes suffering but conflating fatalities with injuries, some of
which may be minor, is misleading. Northeastern University professors James Fox and Jack Levin
published a research study this year in the journal Homicide Studies, entitled “Mass Murder in
America: Trends, Characteristics, Explanations, and Policy Response.” This research showed nearly
half of the mass shootings documented in the GVA resulted in no fatalities, less than one-quarter
involved multiple deaths, and only 7% reached the threshold of a mass killing (defined by the FBI as
four or more victim fatalities).
Fox and Levin differentiate between mass killings, mass shootings and random mass public shootings
(as opposed to domestic violence or shootings while committing another crime). Their research
concludes the numbers have remained relatively level over the past 15 years, with an average of
approximately 30 mass killings annually, roughly two dozen of which were committed with guns. The
annual number of random, mass public shootings has ranged from three in 2020 to 10 in 2018, with
an average of less than six. While any death is a tragedy and mass shootings of any type are
distressing, it is important to understand the nuances in the definitions, data and analyses.
The 1994 attempt to address mass shootings by banning “assault weapons” and large capacity
magazines is generally viewed as having mixed results at best. A 1999 National Institute of Justice
(NIJ) paper by Roth & Koper titled “Impacts of the 1994 Assault Weapons Ban: 1994–96,” says the
ban may have contributed to reducing the gun murder rate, but it failed to reduce the average
number of victims per incident or multiple gunshot victims.
A 2013 memo authored by NIJ Deputy Director Greg Ridgeway stated that gun buybacks are
ineffective as generally implemented, the 1994 ban on high-capacity magazines had limited
effectiveness, and the complete elimination of assault weapons would not have a large impact on







gun homicides. Similarly, a 2013 study by Northeastern University’s James Fox in the journal
Homicide Studies, concluded the 1994 ban did not make a significant difference. Fox’s data showed
from 1976 to 1994, an average of 18 mass shootings occurred each year. During the ban, 1995 to
2004, the average was 19 incidents per year. After the ban, through 2011, the average went up to
21.
Rather than controlling specific types of guns, a more effective way to address gun violence might be
focusing on changing behavior. I believe contributors to the recent spike in gun violence include the
“grievance mentality” embraced by some, and the current tendency to emphasize individual rights
rather than personal responsibility and respect for the rights of others. Renewed attention to
traditional values and focus on the behaviors that contribute to gun violence, rather than trying to
control the instrument used, might be more productive.
The scourge of drunken driving deaths was addressed by enacting severe penalties for driving while
intoxicated and holding people accountable for supplying alcoholic beverages to obviously
inebriated individuals, not by banning motor vehicles or alcoholic drinks. There are also concerted
efforts to educate the public on the dangers and illegality of drunken driving as well as messaging to
make it socially unacceptable. According to Responsibility.org, drunk driving fatalities have
decreased 45% since 1982 while overall traffic fatalities declined only 12%. Moreover, drunk driving
fatalities decreased 83% for people under 21.
A similar approach to gun violence would entail increasing the penalties for committing gun crimes;
holding accountable those who provide a gun, or allow easy access to a gun, used in a crime; and
enacting laws to curtail straw purchases of guns for persons prohibited from buying guns
themselves. A concomitant public service messaging campaign to highlight these initiatives would be
beneficial, and a renewed societal emphasis on self-responsibility and respect for others might help
ameliorate several societal issues in addition to gun violence.
Weysan Dun is a retired veteran of the FBI and served as the special agent in charge of multiple FBI
field offices around the U.S., including the Omaha field office, which covers Nebraska and Iowa.
 


OWH Michael Kelly: The new Leahy Mall changes a skeptic
to a believer


 
In early 2019, city officials and philanthropists turned dirt in a groundbreaking for the renovation of
the downtown Leahy Mall. I was not an enthusiast.
The mall was already our postcard park, its lovely lagoon and footbridge captured in countless
photos — including one above my desk at home and another on the opening inside page
of “Uniquely Omaha,” my 2016 book for The World-Herald.
When I learned of renovation plans that would fill in the sunken park and raise it to street level, I got
a sinking feeling.
As the newspaper’s city hall reporter from 1973 to 1979, I wrote numerous articles about the
demolition of late-1800s structures (the city took 104 parcels by eminent domain) and the creation
of the mall. Later, I wrote columns about it through the years. Shoot, now the city was starting over?
After the groundbreaking, I said to civic leaders Ken Stinson and Mogens Bay, co-chairmen of the
redevelopment: “Hey, Ken and Mogens, thank you for all you do for our community. But I don’t think
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I like this.”
Stinson, former CEO of the Kiewit Corp., chuckled and said, “I know you don’t.” (Before I retired, I
had quoted city planners from the 1970s who also regretted the draining of the lagoon and the
raising of a mall that had received national design awards.) Bay good-naturedly added: “Give us a
couple of years. You’ll like it.”
Well, last weekend I walked among an estimated 50,000 attending some of the four-night grand-
reopening events. Like most everyone else, I liked it. A lot. The new Leahy Mall is almost magical.
And the $300 million-plus price tag is split, with $250 million-plus from private donors and $50
million from taxpayers. How many communities would turn down that deal?
Though I retired to my Cincinnati hometown, I stay in close touch with my long-adopted hometown,
Omaha. I followed the renovation’s progress, impressed by the workers’ skill and the Office of James
Burnett redesign.
The night before the July 1 reopening, I heard the Omaha Symphony rehearsing. The construction
fences of the past three years had been removed, but security guards kept folks away. In a lame
attempt at name-dropping, I mentioned to a guard that, ahem, I knew Stinson and Bay. Sorry, the
guard said, but nice try.
Next thing I knew, Ken saw me and we both waved. We first met more than 30 years ago when our
daughters were high school volleyball teammates. He motioned me to come in. Before long, Tony-
and Grammy-Award recipient Kristin Chenoweth said hello. The original Glinda the Good Witch in
Broadway’s “Wicked” had walked across the street from the Farnam Hotel to rehearse with the
orchestra.
The next night she sang like an angel and told charming, witty stories. Omaha wouldn’t be a good
place for a “Real Housewives” TV series, the native Oklahoman quipped, “because y’all would nice-
yourselves to death: ‘I’ll get the coffee. No, I’ll get the coffee. No, I’ll get it.’”
The next night, country music star Brett Eldredge sang up a storm. He told of his arrival in Nashville
— at first, singing for two or three people, and later upgrading to a motel lounge. Saturday night at
the Leahy Mall, thousands sang along with him.
The third night, 46 students from 21 Omaha-area schools performed “Fame the Musical” as part of
the UNO Summer Musical Theatre Academy. And on the fourth night, the symphony played patriotic
music for the Fourth of July, followed by fireworks.
Of course, the mall’s Performance Pavilion, a covered amphitheater, isn’t booked with national acts
every weekend, and the spectacular light show of the reopening won’t always be on display. But
there’s more to come.
The renovated Leahy Mall kept its iconic “jumbo” playground slides and added a few more. The area
is beautifully landscaped, with six large sculptures, kids’ play areas and other attractions — including,
yes, water features on the east end.
It gets better. Soon, the elevated Leahy Mall (partially opened in 1977) will connect with future
improvements to the Heartland of America Park (1990) and to Lewis and Clark Landing (2003) along
the Missouri River — a 72-acre trifecta. Overseen by the Metropolitan Entertainment and
Convention Authority (MECA), it’s hoped the area will become an activity mecca.
Gene Leahy, a Marine who served in Korea and became an attorney, a judge and mayor of Omaha
from 1969 to 1973, pushed a “return to the river” movement that has led to many improvements.
They included the Central Park Mall, as it was first called before it was renamed the Leahy Mall in
1992. (He died in 2000.)
From Mayor Gene to Mayor Jean (Stothert), city officials of both parties as well as a generous







philanthropic community over the past half-century — and taxpayers, too — have helped change
the face of Omaha.
We removed a lead-smelting plant and junk yards along the riverfront and have added the Bob
Kerrey Pedestrian Bridge, the CHI Health Center Omaha convention center and arena, the Charles
Schwab Field ballpark and the Holland Performing Arts Center, to name a few. Coming soon is a
Mutual of Omaha skyscraper and streetcar lines.
Yes, we appear to be short one lagoon, and I do miss it. But as Kristin Chenoweth might say — she
did say something to this effect — it’s a beautiful mall, y’all.
Michael Kelly is a former Omaha World-Herald columnist and the author of “Uniquely Omaha: 101
Things to Know About the Big O.”
 


OWH Midlands Voices: As elections loom, a plea for 'radical
moderation'


 
With the passing of the Fourth of July and the summer sun growing brighter, election season is
officially upon us. Campaigns are in full swing, attack ads abound, and primary elections are taking
place all over the country.
What an incredible opportunity for us to do something radical this election season: to listen to each
other. To reject hyperpartisanship. To build relationships with those whom we disagree. To come
together to find solutions for our communities and our nation.
In other words, to conduct ourselves with charitable and countercultural moderation. Since our
politicians don’t seem to be willing to lead the way on this, we can take the lead in spreading “radical
moderation” throughout our communities.
I’m not talking about moderate politics. I’m not talking about centrism. You can (and should) be
passionate about issues that affect your life and the lives of your neighbors. I mean moderating our
discourse in a way that views our political opponents’ positions charitably and refuses to assume
malevolent motives. The challenges American voters identify as the most important ones to solve in
the upcoming election — inflation, the economy, gun violence, abortion, and gas prices — are
difficult enough when we aren’t accusing each other of being evil, naïve, lazy and stupid.
Radical moderation means refusing to attribute those ill motives to the “other” guys. It might even
mean sitting down with them over a cup of coffee and trying to understand their perspective better.
Radical moderation means consuming your favored news, pundits, analysis and social media with
the same kind of skepticism you bring to disfavored sources.
Radical moderation means turning down the temperature when the issue, the moment and the
culture want you to turn it up.
One useful tool may be the Ideological Turing Test, a concept introduced by economist Bryan
Caplan. The general idea is that a partisan invited to explain his political opponent’s views should be
able to do so in a way that neutral judges could not tell that the partisan doesn’t actually believe
those views. We are terrible at this.
Liberal friends — your conservative neighbor most likely does not “enjoy” school shootings, and she
is probably not trying to turn our country into a theocracy. Conservative friends — your liberal
neighbor most likely does not favor a “government takeover” of your personal property, nor is she







interested in “indoctrinating” your children. The next time you feel your blood pressure rising,
consider employing this Turing Test thought exercise as a moderating influence.
This election will pass. And the next one. Politicians will come and go, but our families, neighbors and
communities will remain. This election season, let’s be radically moderate in our discourse — for
their sake and our own.
Jay Jackson is an Omaha attorney, U.S. military veteran with multiple overseas deployments, and
author of “Decent Discourse: Saving Your Country by Loving Your (Wrong?) Neighbor.”
 


LJS Editorial, 7/10: A better plan for troublesome
intersection


 
Sometimes rising prices can be a good thing.
That was the case when the city was forced to abandon its much-criticized plan for an elevated
roundabout at the intersection of 14th Street, Old Cheney Road and Warlick Boulevard because
costs for the plan rose to $44 million, some $8 million more than the original estimate.
So “hell’s halos,” as project opponents tagged the original plan, are in the scrap heap, replaced by a
more cost-effective, traditional, signalized intersection proposal that was unveiled at an open house
last week and is subject public comments through Thursday.
The new plan will keep the at-grade intersection that would serve Warlick Boulevard to the
southwest, 14th Street to the north and Old Cheney to the east. A section of Old Cheney Road would
be removed between the connection to Warlick and Salt Valley View while a new connection is
proposed between Old Cheney and Warlick on the southwest side of Christ Place Church.
What all that means is a new roadway design that will improve safety while increasing traffic flow at
one of Lincoln’s busiest – and during rush hours, slowest moving – intersections. It now handles
more than 40,000 vehicles per day.
That number is expected to grow by 30%, to 52,000 by 2045. That’s another reason why a “new”
intersection is warranted and, frankly, should have already been constructed.
After all, in July 2015, seven years ago, the elevated roundabout was chosen as the winning design in
a competition seeking solutions to the problems that were already vexing the intersection.
But the project never moved far enough forward to break ground, and a 2019 petition drive
threatened to the put the project on the ballot, where the odds were very high that it would been
rejected by the voters.
2019 was also the first time it was shelved by the city when the cheapest bid for construction came
in 7% higher than the $36 million estimate. The continued increase to $44 million sealed the design’s
fate, sending the city back to the drawing board after seven years of bottlenecks and accidents at
the troublesome crossroads.
The new plan is estimated at $29.3 million, which is far from cheap, but a bargain, and far less of a
headache, than the $44 million elevated roundabout proposal.
It’s less-complicated traditional design also should make it easier and quicker to complete. While still
in its design phase – some details of the plan might well be tweaked before final approval -- city
officials expect construction to start sometime next year and be completed in 2025.
Area traffic will undoubtedly be snarled during construction. But the South Beltway, which is







scheduled to open May 1, around the time the new project is likely to start, should ease some
congestion.
The beltway will probably offer some relief to the traffic troubles at 14th and Warlick, but the real,
long-term fix will come when the new, wisely revised project is completed three years from now.
 


Sterling Journal Advocate: POLIS: Water is life in Colorado


 
Water is life in Colorado, something we hold sacred. Sacred to our health, to our land, and to our
livelihoods. We use it to grow crops and raise livestock that are exported around the world, we use it
for our thriving outdoor recreation industry, we use it to live our lives. What we don’t do is use
water as a weapon for political games.
So Colorado farmers, ranchers and officials were disappointed when one of our own neighboring
governors began making meandering, baseless claims about Colorado’s compliance with the South
Platte River Compact, a legally binding water agreement between our two states. And using those
baseless claims as a reason to build a canal in Colorado, no less. The compact has existed for nearly
100 years, and in all that time Colorado has never failed to meet our obligations.
Yesterday, I visited the site of this potential canal, and spoke with local farmers and ranchers about
what its construction would mean for their land and their livelihoods. These are men and women
who have dedicated their lives to agriculture, and have done their part to support our strong
economy and industry.
We are also disappointed in the way Nebraska’s Governor has mischaracterized — whether
deliberately or ignorantly — Colorado’s locally-driven water planning process. We manage our
waters thoughtfully, knowing full well that we are privileged to have seven major river systems that
start in our snowy mountains and flow to 18 different states. Colorado manages nine different
interstate compacts, along with two interstate decrees and two interstate agreements, and this isn’t
something we take lightly.
Instead of stirring up fear, we work with Coloradans on the ground to develop thoughtful project
ideas to meet the water needs of our farms, rural communities, cities, and streams. These proposed
water projects must then endure a rigorous system of checks and balances including an evaluation
of their consistency with existing water compacts, and only a few well-vetted, high-value projects
move forward.
Plain and simple, any water project in Colorado is designed and built to comply with our interstate
compact obligations.
Colorado and Nebraska have a lot in common. We both cherish our strong agricultural economies,
and to drive production, we rely on the use of water to which we are legally entitled. Our
development of water from the South Platte River is to support the needs of our economy, not to
take water away from hardworking Nebraskans. We never have, and never will encroach on the
water rights of another state.
What’s most disappointing is not only the fact that Ricketts is threatening Colorado farmers and
ranchers’ water and property, but also that this publicity stunt is not actually helping the Nebraskans
he is sworn to serve. The Nebraska legislature has already approved more than $50 million dollars of
taxpayer money for this billion dollar canal to nowhere, when they could be investing in projects that
would actually support water development in their state. In Colorado, we responsibly manage







taxpayer dollars and build up budgetary reserves.
Whatever the intentions of our neighbor to the east, I want to assure Coloradans that our state will
defend our water rights, environment, wildlife and our equitable system of funding multi-benefit
water projects to the fullest extent of the law.
Colorado and Nebraska share many of the same challenges and goals, and by working together I
know we can help each other succeed. I hope someday soon our friends in Nebraska will rejoin our
strong relationship. Until then, we will rely on the knowledge that the South Platte River Compact
works well for both Colorado and for Nebraska. So, let’s get back to working together across state
lines on real water solutions, so the South Platte River can work for us both for the next century.
Jared Polis is governor of Colorado.
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska Democrats miffed that plum
political positions have not been filled


 
LINCOLN — Prominent Nebraska Democrats are expressing dismay that the Biden administration
hasn’t taken steps — 18 months after taking office — to appoint Democrats to two, plum political
jobs: U.S. attorney and U.S. marshal.
Former U.S. Sen. and Gov. Bob Kerrey said he has heard nothing but “radio silence” from the
administration after he and others pushed the candidacy of former State Sen. Burke Harr for the U.S.
attorney’s post shortly after Biden’s election in November 2020.
Kerrey had also advocated for the appointment of Greg Gonzalez, a former deputy Omaha police
chief, to the U.S. marshal’s post. But Gonzalez, after hearing nothing about his application for the
job, opted instead to run for Douglas County sheriff.
Kerrey called the lack of appointments “a failure.”
“I’m afraid this adds to people’s concerns about whether this administration is sufficiently
competent,” he said. “This is not difficult.”
State that ‘time forgot’
Former U.S. Attorney Deb Gilg, who served during the Obama administration, said the lack of a
permanent presidential appointee means that Nebraska is losing out on having influence in
Department of Justice policy and obtaining law enforcement grants.
“It’s like Nebraska is the state that time forgot,” said the veteran prosecutor.
To be sure, Nebraska is not alone, and it’s unclear who to blame.
A check of a website of U.S. attorneys shows that at least 41 U.S. attorney posts, out of 94 judicial
districts across the country, have not been permanently filled. That includes the Nebraska and
northern Iowa districts with “acting” U.S. attorneys. 
Thirty-five of the unappointed positions are in states that voted for former President Donald Trump.
However, Nebraska, one of those states, provided one electoral vote to Biden in 2020 from the
Omaha-based 2nd Congressional District — something that strikes some Nebraska Democrats as
ungrateful.
“It’s very important if you want to build a political party that you don’t ignore these positions,” said
Vince Powers, a former state chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party.
Usually filled quickly
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“The Republican Party immediately takes care of business. That’s important,” Powers said.
Typically, work to fill these kinds of positions happens quickly after a new administration is elected.
The White House works with each state’s U.S. senators to screen and select candidates. There are
also weeks of vetting. If the Senate is busy on other matters, a confirmation vote can be delayed. But
an 18-month delay is excessive, those interviewed said.
U.S. attorneys and U.S. marshals serve at the pleasure of the president, and it’s expected that if the
administration changes, they will lose their job.
Tim Becker, a former chief of staff to then-U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson, said Nelson’s office set up a
committee to interview applicants shortly after Obama was elected president. That committee then
forwarded its recommendations to Nebraska’s U.S. senators and the White House for approval.
‘Light a fire’
Sometimes, Becker said, it’s necessary to “light a fire” with the White House to get the process
going.
“This is going to sound political,” he said, “but this is why it’s never good to not have representatives
of both parties (in Washington), because you don’t have someone picking up the phone and saying,
‘What’s going on?’”
One Capitol Hill source, who spoke on the condition of not being named, said that the holdup isn’t
with Nebraska’s two Republican U.S. senators and that Nebraska law enforcement officials seem
satisfied with the current occupants of the U.S. Attorney’s Office and U.S. Marshal’s Office.
But there are some indications that Senate Republicans aren’t playing ball with the administration’s
attempts to get positions filled. Bloomberg Law reported in December that Republicans broke with
tradition by requiring a cloture vote to clear the way for the appointment of a federal prosecutor in
the Boston area.
‘Interim’ to ‘acting’ attorney
Messages sent to the White House for comment were not returned.
Veteran Assistant U.S. Attorney Steve Russell became “acting” U.S. attorney for Nebraska in May,
replacing Jan Sharp, who had been the “interim” U.S. attorney.
Nebraska’s U.S. marshal is Scott Kracl, who was appointed by then-President Donald Trump in 2018.
The U.S. attorney is the top federal law enforcement officer in the state, and the office plays a major
role in gang and drug crimes, as well as white-collar thefts. Similarly, the U.S. marshal leads federal
law enforcement efforts that include drug task forces.
‘Working on it’
Jane Kleeb, the current chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party, said Friday that she could not
explain why it’s taken so long to make the appointments and that when she talks to the White
House, she’s told “they’re working on it.”
Kleeb said she had one bit of news: Chief Deputy Douglas County Sheriff Wayne Hudson, who lost to
Gonzalez in the May primary for the Democratic nomination for Douglas County sheriff, recently
submitted an application to become U.S. marshal.
Powers, a Lincoln attorney and former chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party, said it’s inexcusable
that the positions remain unfilled, 18 months after Biden took office. There are plenty of qualified
Democrats for the posts, he said.
Such a delay, Powers said, makes it less likely that qualified candidates would want to interrupt
careers for a job that might last only two years.
Gilg, who is now retired, said she served on an advisory committee to the U.S. attorney general,
which she said gave her, and Nebraska, a voice on policy decisions. It also helped lead to a federal







grant to address domestic violence, she said.
Can’t serve on advisory council
An acting U.S. attorney cannot serve on such advisory councils, she said.
Gilg said it may take a push from U.S. Sens. Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse to get candidates appointed.
But, she said, they could “probably care less if someone is appointed.”
Sasse did not respond to a query sent to his office. A spokeswoman for Fischer didn’t respond
directly to a question about why it’s taken so long.
“Senator Fischer is grateful for the current U.S. marshal and acting U.S. attorney, who have stepped
up and are doing good work in these roles,” the spokeswoman, Brianna Puccini, said. “She and our
staff continue to stay in touch with law enforcement and follow this closely.”
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: New gun law’s critics could pressure states over
reporting of juvenile records


 
WASHINGTON — The new federal law passed in response to a series of mass shootings includes
provisions to better incorporate juvenile records into the federal background check system, but
states vary greatly in the way they approach access to guns and the background checks themselves.
As states navigate the new law, they will face pressure from critics who view gun-related scrutinizing
of juvenile records as unfairly penalizing people for youthful mistakes.
Sen. John Cornyn of Texas was the chief Republican in the bipartisan Senate gun negotiations that
arose after 18-year-old Salvador Ramos committed the horrific mass shooting at Robb Elementary in
Uvalde, Texas, that left 19 children and two teachers dead.
Cornyn looked for areas where the system failed in Uvalde — and found many — but particularly
seized on the challenge presented by those who buy guns shortly after their 18th birthday, as Ramos
did.
“Right now, the criminal background check system doesn’t look back before you were 18 to see
whether you had a mental health adjudication or some disqualifying criminal conviction,” Cornyn
said during floor debate on his proposal. “That’s a problem.”
In retrospect, Ramos displayed plenty of warning signs in the form of violence to animals and threats
to others, although it’s not clear whether any of that disturbing behavior resulted in official records
that would have set off alarms in a background check.
Federal law bars gun purchases by anyone convicted of a crime punishable by imprisonment for a
term exceeding one year.
Other prohibited individuals fall into various categories: those who have renounced their U.S.
citizenship, been dishonorably discharged, are in the country illegally, use illegal drugs or are a
fugitive from justice.
Also prohibited are individuals who have been convicted of a misdemeanor domestic violence
offense and anyone who “has been adjudicated as a mental defective or committed to a mental
institution.”
Cornyn has been adamant that he would not support proposals unduly burdening the Second
Amendment rights of law-abiding citizens and said he resisted calls for additional prohibited







categories.
“We essentially are, by doing what we’ve done here, saying that we are going to make sure that
existing law is enforced but not add additional requirements,” he said of the juvenile records
provisions in the new law.
Cornyn said the bill incentivizes states to upload juvenile records they have to the National Instant
Criminal Background Check System to ensure any disqualifying convictions or mental health
interventions are available.
In his view, those people already were prohibited from buying guns under previous laws.
“This is, to be clear, not an expansion but a clarification,” Cornyn said.
In part because of the potential technical challenges to folding juvenile records into the background
check system itself, the new law includes an enhanced review for those under 21.
Authorities will have an opportunity to extend their background probes to 10 days for those under
21, rather than the typical three days, in part so they can look into juvenile records.
Gun lobby objects
Some gun rights groups objected to the new law for a host of reasons, including the juvenile records
provisions.
Aidan Johnston, director of federal affairs at Gun Owners of America, raised the prospect of a person
involuntarily committed as a juvenile who is blocked from owning a gun as an adult.
He also said expanding the records included in background check searches is likely to increase the
rate at which individuals are incorrectly blocked from purchasing a firearm.
Johnston agreed that anyone convicted of a felony in adult court is supposed to be in the system.
But he said if states are failing to upload such records, that shouldn’t require a new law or what he
described as an unconstitutional review period for those under 21.
“Juveniles who commit felonies should be in the database and the states who retain those felony
records from juveniles who commit them should be submitting them to the NICS system,” he said.
“But generally states that allow for the expungement of mental health records haven’t been
submitting their names according to their own state law, and that’s a good thing.”
As legislative director for the Texas State Rifle Association, Andi Turner focuses more on state gun
laws than federal, but she questioned holding the missteps of minors against them as adults.
Turner said she understands that some young people might display troubling signs, such as hurting
animals.
“Should the police or social services look into it? Sure, absolutely,” Turner said. “But do I think we
(should) take away constitutional rights of adults without due process? I do not.”
Supporters of the juvenile record provisions say criminal records captured by them would typically
be those who were tried and convicted in adult court when they were under 18.
Those records already should be uploaded to the background check system, but states have
interpreted the law in such a way that they don’t always, according to those backing the change.
When it comes to mental health issues, the new law calls for looking back at records only as far as
age 16.
There are avenues for people to have their gun rights restored, but those processes can vary greatly
from one state to another.
Two-pronged problem
Critics have described the enhanced review period, which would sunset after 10 years, as a federally
mandated waiting period, but Cornyn disputed that, saying many background checks are resolved in
a matter of hours.







The senator said sometimes the FBI needs more time to investigate. For example, he said it might be
initially unclear whether a misdemeanor assault conviction was the result of a bar fight that does not
prevent the person from getting a weapon or a disqualifying case of domestic violence.
More time was an issue in the case of Dylann Roof, who killed nine people at Mother Emanuel
Church in Charleston, South Carolina, in 2015, Cornyn said.
Despite having recently admitted to drug possession, Roof was able to purchase his gun based on a
provision that says sales can proceed after three days even if the background check is not complete.
Dru Stevenson, a professor at the South Texas College of Law who has researched gun violence
prevention and firearm regulations, said the current system has a two-pronged issue.
On the front end, some state officials don’t upload records that might be relevant for a background
check. On the back end, the quality of a background check can depend partly on the resourcefulness
of the person running it.
“The FBI will have to develop some new internal procedures in response to the new law, and instruct
their staff accordingly, and it’s too soon to know how that will work,” he said. “And if the (Texas)
Legislature fixes this, or the (Texas attorney general) does so with an opinion letter, that would make
the back end part less important because the information will be there in one location already.”
Cornyn acknowledged the role of states during his floor speech ahead of the final Senate vote on the
measure. He said states approach the issue differently and the federal government has no way to
compel states.
“I would think that governors and state legislatures would want to work with us to try to keep guns
out of the hands of people who we know are a threat to themselves and a threat to public safety,”
he said.
 


AP: Biden says he’s mulling health emergency for abortion
access


 
REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. (AP) — President Joe Biden said Sunday he is considering declaring a public
health emergency to free up federal resources to promote abortion access even though the White
House has said it doesn’t seem like “a great option.”
He also offered a message to people enraged by the Supreme Court’s ruling last month that ended a
constitutional right to abortion and who have been demonstrating across the country: “Keep
protesting. Keep making your point. It’s critically important.”
The president, in remarks to reporters during a stop on a bike ride near his family’s Delaware beach
house, said he lacks the power to force the dozen-plus states with strict restrictions or outright bans
on abortion to allow the procedure.
“I don’t have the authority to say that we’re going to reinstate Roe v. Wade as the law of the land,”
he said, referring to the Supreme Court’s decision from 1973 that had established a national right to
abortion. Biden said Congress would have to codify that right and for that to have a better chance in
the future, voters would have to elect more lawmakers who support abortion access.
Biden said his administration is trying to do a “lot of things to accommodate the rights of women”
after the ruling, including considering declaring a public health emergency to free up federal
resources. Such a move has been pushed by advocates, but White House officials have questioned
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both its legality and effectiveness, and noted it would almost certainly face legal challenges.
The president said he has asked officials “to look at whether I have the authority to do that and what
impact that would have.”
On Friday, Jen Klein, the director of the White House Gender Policy Council, said it “didn’t seem like
a great option.”
“When we looked at the public health emergency, we learned a couple things: One is that it doesn’t
free very many resources,” she told reporters. “It’s what’s in the public health emergency fund, and
there’s very little money — tens of thousands of dollars in it. So that didn’t seem like a great option.
And it also doesn’t release a significant amount of legal authority. And so that’s why we haven’t
taken that action yet.”
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TV and Radio
WOWT: New Nebraska GOP leadership says shift put the people in charge of the party
KMTV: New GOP chair says party will focus on values, not people, moving forward
KETV: Eric Underwood: 'The people will now be in charge of the Republican Party'
KETV: Shovel ready: Pre-pandemic projects receive millions in grants
NPM: Can Behavior Indicate a Person May Carry Out Violence?
NPM: COVID Cases are on the Rise Again in Nebraska
KLKN: Extreme danger warning north of McCook as fire burns for a second straight day
 
Governor
OWH: New Nebraska GOP chairman looks to improve local engagement to heal divided party
LJS: Watch now: Fortenberry, Foley attend new GOP leadership rollout event
Nebraska Examiner: New GOP chair says party still strong, despite glitches in transition
Nebraska Examiner: Federal rent aid likely averted Nebraska ‘eviction wave’ — but not everyone
privy to help
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Nebraska health system warns of long wait times in emergency rooms
LJS: Temporary casino in Lincoln could be open in just over 2 months
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Scottsbluff SH: Tourism to Scotts Bluff National Monument adds $15M to local economy
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OWH: New Nebraska GOP chairman looks to improve local engagement to heal divided party
 
LINCOLN — Newly elected GOP Chairman Eric Underwood said Thursday that he wants to lead the
state party in a direction that puts local Republicans first, but before that can happen, he must
reorganize the party infrastructure that was hollowed after a tumultuous convention.
Underwood was elected chairman at the Nebraska GOP convention Saturday after he introduced
several motions that led to former chairman Dan Welch being fired in a separate vote. He will finish
out the remainder of Welch’s term, which runs through the end of the year.
At a Thursday press conference, Underwood said the upheaval at the convention wasn’t the work of
an “activist movement,” but rather a group of people who wanted to see a “new value structure”
focused on getting conservative Republican candidates elected statewide.
“It was democracy at work,” Underwood said.
Underwood has other positions to fill within the state party. Following Welch’s termination, a slew of
other GOP officers resigned, including Executive Director Taylor Gage. Underwood said he hopes to
have the reorganization complete by the end of July or early August.
Underwood had served as the Lancaster County GOP chairman since September 2021. Though he
said he wasn’t required to, Underwood told The World-Herald that he resigned from the county post
as of 4 p.m. Thursday.
Since the convention, several officials have attributed the division within the GOP to long-standing
resistance against the party establishment led by Gov. Pete Ricketts. Underwood said the party has
been divided “for years, if not decades,” though he doesn’t think it can be attributed to a single
person.
After becoming Lancaster County GOP chairman, Underwood said, he learned that many local
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Republican groups across Nebraska have strong relationships with their constituents. There was
strong support for bringing that energy to the state GOP. He said many individual Republicans felt
unheard by the party establishment, which seemed to be more focused on big elections, rather than
local races.
“It felt like this was something that was hurting Nebraska,” Underwood said.
Underwood offered few details on how he intends to shift the state party’s focus to be more local.
Instead, he said he was prioritizing forming the central and executive committees, before moving on
to discussing the party’s budget and upcoming legislative plan.
Ricketts was not at Thursday’s press conference. Jack Riggins, interim communications director with
the state party, said that was because the governor had a prior commitment. Ricketts’ public
schedule stated he was traveling out of state Thursday and would return Friday.
The governor has been a big financial backer of the state party, with $330,000 in donations over the
past 12 months, according to disclosure records. Ricketts on Wednesday was noncommittal when
asked if he intends to continue contributing to the party’s campaign war chest.
Asked about the topic during Thursday’s press conference, Underwood said he hopes Ricketts will
continue his financial contributions.
Notable officials in attendance Thursday included Lt. Gov. Mike Foley, who delivered remarks to the
crowd of reporters and party members. Former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry also attended the event but
did not speak.
The nine-term congressman resigned his seat earlier this year after he was convicted of lying to
federal agents during an investigation into illegal campaign contributions. Fortenberry has denied
any wrongdoing and filed notice that he intends to appeal his conviction and sentencing.
At the press conference, Fortenberry was warmly embraced by several attendees, and Underwood
thanked him for his attendance.
Underwood told The World-Herald that he wasn’t concerned Fortenberry’s attendance may send a
bad message to Nebraskans, and said he is welcome in the state GOP.
By Erin Bamer
 
LJS: Watch now: Fortenberry, Foley attend new GOP leadership rollout event
 
Newly elected Republican State Chairman Eric Underwood said Thursday the party's new leadership
will focus on "getting conservative Republicans elected statewide" during a rollout event attended
by former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry and Lt. Gov. Mike Foley.
Underwood, of Lincoln, said he is centered on "moving this party forward" with an opportunity for
"the people (to) have a voice when they didn't before."
Now, he said, "the people will be in charge of the Republican Party."
Underwood was elected chairman at a party convention in Kearney on Saturday that removed Dan
Welch of Omaha as party chairman and, in the process, wrested the party away from the control of
Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Responding to a question as to whether he is concerned that the governor may now remove his
substantial funding support for the state party, Underwood said he "hopes that (Ricketts) chooses to
continue to finance the same goals" of electing Republicans.
Underwood said the party under its new leadership will support gubernatorial nominee Jim Pillen
and the other Republican nominees chosen at the May 10 primary election.
And, he said, it will prepare a legislative plan that focuses on fiscal responsibility, agriculture, limited
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government, education and "election accountability and voter verification."
Current party rules provide for creation of a plan to elect legislators by September.
"Stay engaged, stay empowered," he urged a crowd of supporters who attended the event at GOP
state headquarters in Lincoln.
Underwood, who was previously elected as Lancaster County GOP chairman, is general manager of
Rodizio Grill, a restaurant in Lincoln's Historic Haymarket.  
The tone of Underwood's remarks at the event was conciliatory as he attempts to build a unified
Republican campaign effort this year.
However, in an earlier interview published online by the Nebraska Examiner, Underwood signaled
what "could mean more Republican challengers in GOP primary races with incumbent Republicans"
in the future, Aaron Sanderford wrote. 
The appearance of Fortenberry and Foley at Thursday's event was significant.
Fortenberry, who resigned from his House seat following his conviction on charges of lying to federal
officials about an illegal foreign contribution to his 2016 reelection campaign, was abandoned by
Ricketts prior to his conviction and while he was an announced candidate for reelection.
Ricketts endorsed Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk, who was subsequently elected to the 1st District
House seat.
Foley endorsed Charles Herbster of Falls City in the gubernatorial primary campaign while Ricketts
supported Pillen, prompting the governor to say the lieutenant governor showed poor judgment.
In brief remarks, Foley said the mission now is to elect Republicans.
Fortenberry, who attended the event with his wife, Celeste, did not speak.
Underwood said he is all about "moving this party forward, protecting our future and moving this
state forward."
That, he said, is "100% my goal."
The change engineered in Kearney represented "democracy at work," he said, resulting in "a new
value structure, a new culture."
Now should come "a healing process," he said. 
By Don Walton
 
Nebraska Examiner: New GOP chair says party still strong, despite glitches in transition
 
LINCOLN — A locked door at party headquarters greeted Eric Underwood on his first day as the new
chair of the Nebraska Republican Party.
And there were a few things missing from the building in downtown Lincoln.
But Underwood, who was elected Saturday in a tumultuous revolt against the existing GOP
leadership under Gov. Pete Ricketts, said there might be reasonable explanations for the “hiccups”
in the transition to new leaders. At a press conference Thursday, he was preaching unity and
Republican power.
“My main message is that the Republican Party is strong,” said Underwood, a Lincoln restaurant
manager who had chaired the Lancaster County GOP. “It has the same resources it had before the
transition, and when it comes to support, we will support our candidates.”
Underwood was installed as chair after a group of GOP activists took after the so-called “party
establishment.” Some were upset with Ricketts’ dominance of the party and others sought stronger
support for former President Donald Trump.
Ricketts major donor
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Ricketts has been the leading donor to the party. He has given $235,000 to the state GOP this year,
according to its latest state campaign finance report, and his parents, Joe and Marlene, gave a
combined $230,000 — about 48% of the party’s total contributions so far in 2022.
When the governor was asked Wednesday if he would continue to donate to the state party, he
didn’t answer the question directly, but instead said he would continue to support the election of
Republicans. Most observers have translated that to mean he will give directly to candidates he
supports, instead of donating through the state party.
At Thursday’s event, there was some griping about the lack of elected Republican officials at the
event — only Lt. Gov. Mike Foley attended — and a lack of any of the 10 top state party officials who
resigned after Underwood deposed former GOP Chair Dan Welch on Saturday.
Where are other Republicans?
Lt. Col. Glen Weaver, who unsuccessfully ran for the 1st Congressional District seat this spring, said
that when he lost in the primary, he attended a GOP “unity rally” the next day to support the party’s
nominees.
Yet at Thursday’s  press conference, he said, there were no former party officials or state senators in
attendance.
“I find it a little bit disingenuous,” Weaver said. “We’re all on the same team, we just have different
leadership.”
Underwood brushed off the lack of Republican officials present. He said he had only organized
Thursday’s press event a couple of days earlier.
Doesn’t know if locks changed
He also said he wasn’t convinced that someone had changed the locks to the party headquarters to
keep him out, explaining that he might have inadvertently given his key to the office to someone
else.
At any rate, with the help of the former superintendent of the Nebraska State Patrol, Tom Nesbitt,
Underwood was able to find a locksmith to gain entrance to the headquarters Sunday.
Underwood added that he expected any missing items, including security cameras, will find their
way back to the office and said he had already gained access to digital records of the party, including
records from last weekend’s convention. Ricketts had pledged to aid a smooth transition in the
party.
Underwood said that in his conversations with the governor, he and the new party leadership share
a common goal of electing Republicans.
“I fully believe he’ll do it in the capacity that he will,” Underwood said.
One former elected official who did attend was Jeff Fortenberry, who resigned his 1st District seat in
the House after being convicted in March of lying to federal investigators.
Underwood said Fortenberry was a friend who supported the “culture change” in the party.
Over the next seven to 10 days, Underwood said, he expects to complete the task of forming a new
state executive committee and to begin the task of hiring new workers to staff the GOP
headquarters.
By Paul Hammel
 
Nebraska Examiner: Federal rent aid likely averted Nebraska ‘eviction wave’ — but not everyone
privy to help
 
OMAHA — The City of Omaha is coming off a record-busting month for the amount of federal







emergency aid it has distributed so far to renters set back by the pandemic.
That nearly $9 million, doled out in May, is just a slice of roughly $65 million Omaha has allocated in
rent and utility grants since the launch early last year of the Emergency Rental Assistance Program. 
Authorities say the demand is a sign of still-lingering need for housing assistance in a city that has
become Nebraska’s biggest distributor of the federal aid intended to help stave off evictions.
But a new Creighton University analysis shows that not everyone has had an equal shot at the help.
Pierce Greenberg, assistant professor of social studies, examined Omaha’s ERAP process and found
that South Omaha — and its sizable immigrant population — has been underserved based on the
area’s needs and demographics.
“South Omaha sticks out,” Greenberg said in describing unmet gaps revealed in his research, which
was funded by the National Low Income Housing Coalition. “It just jumped off the map.”
Citizenship requirement raises questions
Underlying Greenberg’s analysis was a national Urban Institute report that drew upon multiple
factors — including income, public assistance, unemployment and housing instability — to identify
neighborhoods most likely to be in need of rental assistance. Greenberg compared the “predicted
need” with where the emergency assistance actually went after the city’s vetting process.
A key takeaway: Of Douglas County’s 12 most underserved census tracts revealed in his report, 11
were in South Omaha.
Among likely reasons for those gaps, said Greenberg and South Omaha representatives, is that
Omaha and Douglas County governments require applicants to have U.S. legal status.  They said the
underserved South Omaha census tracts have a sizable number of undocumented persons, and the
citizenship query, along with language barriers, probably were deterrents to seeking help.
Furthermore, the situation exposed a disparity in how governments across Nebraska apply the legal
status question when determining who gets the federal emergency rental and utility aid. 
The City of Lincoln and Lancaster County, in contrast to Omaha and Douglas County, do not ask
about U.S. citizenship status.
Like Omaha, the State of Nebraska — which allocates ERAP funding to the rest of the state’s 91
smaller counties — demands proof of legal status. 
‘Smacks of discrimination’
South Omaha Latino activist Ben Salazar said the difference in eligibility standards “smacks of
discrimination.” He is mulling legal action and has requested a meeting with managers of the
Omaha  program after learning of the situation from community members who sought help with
housing expenses.
“There has got to be a better way to administer these funds so that the families who need the help
can get the help, regardless of status,” Salazar said in a letter to Metro Area Continuum of Care for
the Homeless (MACCH), the contractor the city hired to manage the rent assistance program.
Lina Traslaviña Stover, executive director of the South Omaha-based Heartland Workers Center, said
undocumented workers and their families are among populations most harmed by the pandemic.
Last year, she said, an “angel fund” launched by private philanthropic sources helped keep some of
the area’s undocumented households afloat. Stover said that assistance apparently ran out and is no
longer available to her clients.
A statement from Mayor Jean Stothert’s Office said the proof of legal status is based on state law,
“so the requirement will remain.”
Shannon Harner of the Nebraska Investment Finance Authority, which provides outreach assistance
to the state’s 91 smaller counties, said state government officials came to the same conclusion.
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Gov. Pete Ricketts’ administration has held steady on such a requirement for public benefits.
Thousands of evictions likely averted
Lincoln authorities interpret the state law differently as it applies to emergency aid, said Dan Marvin,
director of Lincoln’s Urban Development Department, and Jeff Chambers of the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln Center on Children, Families and the Law. The two entities oversee ERAP for
Lincoln and Lancaster County.
Chambers said Treasury Department guidelines on the program do not require legal status. He said
Lincoln authorities chose not to add that additional barrier.
To be considered for the financial assistance, applicants must answer a host of other questions and
pass various income and eligibility thresholds.
“I think all of us would like to serve those who are undocumented but we have legal departments
that may or may not be allowing it,” Lisa Vukov of Omaha’s MACCH said during a webinar recorded
early on in the program.
Vukov said in a recent interview that the screening process has uncovered potential fraud cases
unrelated to immigration status, and those have been turned over to authorities. She said May
proved to be the highest payout month for Omaha so far, adding that it was an indication of
continued need.
Greenberg, in his “Delaying the Eviction Wave” report, cited sources that said non-citizens in Omaha
make up about 14% of people living in poverty, yet are 7% of the city’s population.
“Therefore it is reasonable to assume that a significant need for rental assistance exists among
undocumented residents in South Omaha (and other neighborhoods),” he said.
Despite the gaps, Greenberg’s findings indicate that, overall, ERAP funds covered rent for about
7,400 Omaha households between April 2021 and April 2022, meaning the program likely helped
prevent thousands of evictions. 
“The program, on average, is reaching the neighborhoods that it should be reaching,” Greenberg
said.
An area of North Omaha had the greatest concentration of ERAP use, he said. Downtown, with its
high proportion of renters, also had a high concentration, along with neighborhoods west of 72nd
Street containing large apartment complexes. 
‘Temporary Band-aid’
For perspective, Greenberg said, more than twice as many Omaha households benefited from rental
assistance in the last year than the average number of yearly evictions in Douglas County from 2012
to 2019.
According to his analysis, the average monthly rent of a person seeking assistance in Omaha was
$1,035. About 56% of Omaha households receiving the aid made less than 30% of area median
income.
In Lincoln and Lancaster County, roughly 70% of recipients so far earned less than 30% of the area
median income, Marvin said. 
The average amount of rental assistance per approved application in Omaha was $4,311, which
covered about four months, said Greenberg’s report, which was based on data obtained through
public records requests.
Landlords and tenants could apply for up to 12 months of past due rent and three months into the
future.
In all, the study noted, the ERAP has offered a lifeline to many and has mostly been effective at
delaying the “eviction wave” many advocates feared.
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At the same time, Greenberg said, the evaluation underscores how many households were in need
the past year and the high monthly rents many said they pay.
Said Greenberg: “A worry still remains that the program is a temporary Band-aid on larger problems
related to housing affordability and poverty.”
Deadlines loom for funding
Deadlines loom on some Emergency Rental Assistance Program funds, and Nebraska officials are
urging those in need to apply by September.
Omaha has about $35 million yet to be allocated of about $100 million received, according to Mayor
Jean Stothert’s Office. Stothert said the city plans to seek even more federal ERAP funds to offer
Omahans in pandemic-related financial straits.
Douglas County residents outside of Omaha have so far received nearly $5 million in the emergency
rental and utility funding, with about $1.6 million yet to be awarded by the year’s end, said Jane
Gordon of Christian Outreach Program Elkhorn, which manages the program for communities such
as Bennington, Ralston and Valley.
To date in the state’s 91 counties outside Douglas and Lancaster, about $22  million has been
distributed to eligible applicants, Harner said. About $24 million is left. She said the state recently
decided to redirect about $15 million of those remaining funds to nonprofits that can provide
“housing stability” services. 
Gov. Pete Ricketts earlier rejected about $120 million that the federal government had allotted for
those 91 counties in a second round of ERAP funding.
Ricketts, in declining the money, said Nebraska was over the COVID emergency and should guard
against becoming a “welfare” state. The U.S. Treasury Department has said a chunk of the aid
rejected by the governor might go to Omaha and Lincoln.
Lincoln so far has distributed nearly $30 million to its needy residents, said Dan Marvin of the city’s
Urban Development Department. On average lately, the city has distributed about $500,000 a week
of the emergency aid, and Marvin expects that flow to continue through the rest of the year.
For the next installment of federal ERAP funding, he said, Lincoln and Lancaster County plan a more
stringent eligibility process that focuses more on applicants on the brink of eviction.
By Cindy Gonzalez
 
OWH: Nebraska health system warns of long wait times in emergency rooms
 
Nebraska Medicine emergency rooms in Omaha and Bellevue are busy, which means some patients
with less urgent conditions may face longer-than-usual waits, a health system official said Thursday.
Dr. Harris Frankel, the health system’s chief medical officer, stressed that the emergency rooms at
the Nebraska Medical Center and the Bellevue Medical Center are open for business. People who
need emergency care, he said, absolutely should come to those ERs.
But people also come to the ER with conditions that aren’t emergencies, he said, and “perhaps they
could be cared for in a different site.” Patients can consult with their physician for a
recommendation regarding where they should seek care.
Frankel said it’s not unusual for emergency rooms to be busy at this time of year. But the situation is
compounded by the fact that both hospitals recently have been at capacity, although that varies
from day to day. That delays the process of moving people who need beds from the ER to hospital
floors.
Contributing to the capacity crunch is the fact that the hospital is having difficulty finding beds at
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skilled nursing facilities for some patients who are ready for discharge but not ready to go home.
Those facilities are challenged by the same workforce shortages that are affecting health care at
every level, he said. Some also don’t accept patients with certain conditions.
“The system is stretched right now, nationwide,” Frankel said.
By Julie Anderson
 
LJS: Temporary casino in Lincoln could be open in just over 2 months
 
If all goes as planned, Nebraskans could be taking their first pull of a slot machine handle in just over
two months.
The Nebraska Racing and Gaming Commission on Thursday gave WarHorse Gaming and the
Nebraska Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association the go-ahead to start work on a
temporary casino at the Lincoln Race Course that will have up to 300 slot machines.
Lynne McNally, executive vice president of the horsemen's group, said work will include laying out
and reconfiguring space in the existing simulcast wagering building and doing wiring for gaming
equipment.
The two partners are currently operating under a provisional gaming license the commission issued
to them last month, after they became the first entity to officially apply for a casino gaming license.
McNally said that if all goes as planned, the temporary casino will open Sept. 19 at Lincoln Race
Course, which is located near U.S. 77 at West Denton Road.
WarHorse held a groundbreaking on Tuesday for its Lincoln casino resort, which has a projected
price tag of $220 million and will include 1,200 gaming stations, a 196-room hotel, event space, spa
and several restaurants.
The company also is planning a groundbreaking July 27 for its Omaha casino at Horsemen's Park.
McNally said those groundbreakings are purely ceremonial at this point because WarHorse can't
start any work on its permanent casinos until it receives its gaming license, something that won't
happen until next month at the earliest.
While WarHorse's Lincoln casino will be the first one to open on a temporary basis, it won't be the
only one likely to open this year.
Fonner Park in Grand Island also is planning a temporary casino with about 200 slot machines that it
hopes to open sometime in the fall.
Fonner Park CEO Chris Kotulak told the commission Thursday that work on a temporary casino will
likely start shortly after the State Fair ends on Labor Day.
And it's possible that a third temporary casino could open this year.
Robert Livingston, senior vice president of development for Caesar’s Entertainment, told the
commission that the company is looking at opening a temporary casino in Columbus, where its
subsidiary, Harrah's, is partnering with Columbus Exposition and Racing on a $75 million casino
development.
Livingston said the company hopes to have something open by the middle of November.
The temporary casino would be located in the ballroom of Agricultural Park, the location of the
current horse racing track in Columbus.
Plans are very tentative at this point, with many details still to be worked out. For example,
Livingston said Caesar's, which recently became the fourth entity to formally apply for a casino
license, does not yet have a lease signed for the ballroom space.
Another detail still to be worked out is whether the partners can apply for a license for the







temporary site at Ag Park and then transfer it to the new permanent casino site near the
intersection of U.S. 81 and U.S. 30, the former site of the Columbus Event Center.
Livingston asked for clarification from commissioners on that issue, but they said they could not
provide any guidance.
The two other existing horse racing tracks, in South Sioux City and Hastings, have both announced
plans for casinos but have yet to submit applications.
WarHorse, which is developing the South Sioux City casino, has previously said it would concentrate
on the Lincoln and Omaha casinos first.
Global Gaming Nebraska, a subsidiary of the Chickasaw Nation of Oklahoma, hopes to operate a
casino in Hastings. It has not given any indication on when it plans to move forward.
The company did, however, inform the commission that it no longer plans to move forward with
plans for new racetracks and casinos in North Platte and Gering.
The Legislature passed a bill this spring that puts a moratorium on any new operations until the
Racing and Gaming Commission completes studies of the horse racing market, the casino gambling
market and the socioeconomic impact of tracks and casinos. The deadline for those studies is Jan. 1,
2025.
By Matt Olberding
 
Scottsbluff SH: Tourism to Scotts Bluff National Monument adds $15M to local economy
 
The Scotts Bluff National Monument proved to be valuable to the local economy drawing in 194,000
visitors.
Those visitors pumped $12.6 million into the local economy and had a cumulative benefit of $15
million for the economy and supported 169 jobs, according to a report by the National Park Service.
“Scotts Bluff National Monument is a vital part of our valley’s economy, especially for park gateway
communities where visitors each year find a place to hike, drive to the top for a view, eat and sleep
and make use of other local services that help drive a vibrant tourism and outdoor recreation
industry,” Scotts Bluff National Monument Superintendent Dan Morford said in a press release. “At
Scotts Bluff, we are excited to share the story of this place and the experiences it provides. We also
feature the park as a way to introduce our visitors to western Nebraska and all that it offers.”
The spending analysis was conducted by economists at the National Park Service and the U.S.
Geological Survey, according to a press release. The report shows $20.5 billion of direct spending by
more than 297 million park visitors in communities within 60 miles of a national park. This spending
supported 322,600 jobs nationally; 269,900 of those jobs are found in these gateway communities.
The cumulative benefit to the U.S. economy was $42.5 billion.
Karla Niedan-Streeks, executive director of the Gering Convention and Visitors Bureau, said the
monument plays an important role in the local economy and in Panhandle tourism.
“The Scotts Bluff National Monument is certainly our number one attraction. It’s our most
recognized attraction, and, obviously, the most visited attraction that we have in Gering, Scottsbluff
and in the region. I think people at times don’t realize how important this attraction is to our
communities from a tourism aspect,” she said. “The monument … is a tremendous draw for our
community because those people who are going to the monument are spending time at our other
attractions.
“We know that (tourists) are not just stopping at the monument, but they’re taking some additional
time, whether it’s to purchase a service or a meal, or hopefully staying overnight. We know that







those monies are certainly coming into Gering.”
On Thursday, July 7, Jarod Cunningham and his girlfriend, Makayla Becker, visited the monument on
a cross country trek from West Virginia to California.
Cunningham said he had planned to visit Scotts Bluff National Monument for some time.
“I’ve been to all 48 (contiguous) states,” he said.
He hadn’t yet been to the monument, and Becker has only been to around 31 states on her quest to
check off all 48 contiguous states.
Cunningham said the monument was a great place to check off Nebraska for Becker. The couple said
they planned to stay overnight before heading to Fort Laramie, then on to California with stops along
the way.
Niedan-Streeks said, “(The monument) is a tremendous economic boon to our community and
certainly puts us on the map as a as a tourism destination for all those who are seeking the great
scenery, the great hiking and the great history that they get to experience at the Scotts Bluff
National Monument.”
Historically, the monument has always pulled in lots of tourists.
“I’ve been here for about 25 years — as I recall, one of the highest visitation numbers that they
recorded annually was just over 205,000, so (194,000) is a great number post-COVID recovery,” she
said.
COVID didn’t really slow down tourism much at the monument, Niedan-Streeks said.
“One interesting thing, which I don’t think is really mentioned, is that the monument’s visitation
numbers during the height of COVID were really, really good. It was April of 2020 where they set the
highest visitation number in April of any year,” she said.
Niedan-Streeks said a good number of those tourists were from Colorado’s Front Range who were
wanting to visit someplace safe that was a short drive and outdoors.
Scotts Bluff County Visitors Bureau Director Brenda Leisy said the monument plays a huge role in the
local economy.
“If we did not have the national monument, I think that we would definitely have a really hard time
pulling people into our community. It just plays such a significant role in our tourism operation,”
Leisy said.
Leisysaid it takes a community effort to draw in tourists.
“It takes every single person, events and attractions to make it a large package to try to get (tourists)
to stay here longer. … We all work well together, and that’s very important,” she said.
By Jeff Van Patten
 
LJS Editorial, 7/15: Care crisis bringing about new approaches
 
Labor shortages in the grocery business can mean fewer staffed checkout lines.
Labor shortages in the restaurant industry can mean longer waits and shorter hours.
Labor shortages in health care can be -- literally -- matters of life and death. 
The monthly installment of Health Matters, an ongoing journalistic partnership between the Omaha
World-Herald and Lincoln Journal Star, on Sunday laid out the math and the magnitude of the issue.
Stress levels are up. Unemployment is down -- way down. And it's hard to fill vacancies, which
Nebraska Hospital Association President Jeremy Nordquist estimated at between 10% and 15% in
many facilities. And almost every problem in Lincoln and Omaha is magnified in rural health care
facilities.







And everywhere, demographics are working against progress, as Nordquist notes baby boomer age
staffers are retiring. They will go from giving care to needing it, as a much smaller generation moves
into the profession.
The blunt-force tool, of course, is pay -- raises for nurses and caregivers in hospitals, hospice and
nursing homes. But wage increases have their limits. And higher labor expenses translate into higher
costs for health care consumers.
Traveling and temporary workers can fill some of the void in some places, but those are stop-gap
measures.
The slower but sustainable option is to make careers in health care more accessible and appealing to
younger people -- to fill the pipeline.
The Legislature, rightly, used $10 million in COVID relief funds to help students and $60 million
earmarked for a rural health complex in Kearney involving the University of Nebraska Medical Center
and University of Nebraska at Kearney.
Additionally, UNMC, UNK, state colleges, CHI Health, Bryan Health, Great Plains Health and others
are engaged in creative programs to recruit and retain workers and to help students financially on
their paths to graduation.
Their work often involves connecting with students not yet out of high school, planting a seed that
health care is a rewarding and lucrative career. And that work often involves reaching a more diverse
pool of potential students -- in part because it's an untapped resource and in part because their help
is essential as the entire state's population becomes more diverse.
It will take pay, persuasion and new professional pathways -- all working in tandem -- to help heal
the health care industry industry in Nebraska. 
But the benefits -- increasing opportunity, prosperity and diversity -- will pay dividends for
generations. 
 
LJS: What's good for the guns ...
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts and the Legislature appear set to weaponize the Supreme Court's overturning of
Roe v. Wade and doubtless prohibit abortion pills.
I hope the gun-toting anti-abortionists among them will recognize that just as people, not guns, kill
people, people not pills abort fetuses, Therefore, I'm sure they'll agree, abortion pills, like guns,
should be unrestricted and widely available.
Roger Holmes, Lincoln
 
Nebraska Examiner: No honeymoon for newest Nebraska congressman as Democrats slam Flood’s
‘no’ vote on active shooter alert system
 
LINCOLN — There will be no honeymoon for Nebraska’s newest U.S. congressman as Democrats on
Thursday lambasted a vote by U.S. Rep. Mike Flood against an Amber Alert-type warning system for
active shooters.
Flood, a Republican and former state senator, was sworn in Tuesday as the state’s representative in
the 1st Congressional District, after winning a special election June 28 against State Sen. Patty
Pansing Brooks of Lincoln, a Democrat.
The rare, special election was necessitated after Jeff Fortenberry resigned his congressional seat in
March following a guilty verdict for lying to federal agents probing illegal, “conduit” campaign







contributions.
Rerun of special election in November
Flood will fill out the remainder of Fortenberry’s term, which would have ended in January 2023, but
before then, Flood and Pansing Brooks will square off again in November to determine who will
serve a full, two-year term in the House.
Flood’s first, full day in office on Wednesday included a vote against a bipartisan proposal called the
Active Shooter Alert Act of 2022.
A fellow Nebraska Republican, U.S. Rep. Don Bacon, is listed as one of 61 co-sponsors to the
proposal, which calls for setting up an Amber-Alert style warning system to alert the public of an
active shooter event in the immediate area.
Bacon voted yes
The House bill advanced Wednesday to the Senate on a 260-169 vote, with 43 Republicans, including
Bacon, voting yes. Flood and U.S. Rep. Adrian Smith, R-Neb., voted no.
Pansing Brooks, in a tweet Thursday, slammed the “no” vote, saying the proposal was widely backed
by law enforcement.
“His vote is another example of the lock-step partisanship tearing our country apart,” she tweeted.
Flood, in a statement from his campaign, said that as a broadcaster who has experience in
emergency communications, he concluded the Active Shooter Alert Act was “redundant” and was
likely intended to convince the public that “guns are the problem.”
Intended to cause ‘fear’
He said the proposal defines an active shooter situation too broadly, which would prompt alerts
“every time there’s a discharge of a firearm.”
“(That) has the likely intended effect of causing people to live in fear of ‘mass shootings’ that are not
actually mass shootings at all,” Flood said in a statement.
Jane Kleeb, the chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party, and Dennis Crawford, a former Democratic
candidate for Congress, also tweeted their criticism of Flood’s vote. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi —
whom Flood has criticized during his campaign — also slammed Republicans who voted against the
proposal.
“If your child was in a school where there was an assault, wouldn’t you want to know?” asked Pelosi
during her weekly press briefing.
The Active Shooter Alert Act, introduced by U.S. Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I., would allocate $2 million
to set up the public alert system.
By Paul Hammel
 
AP: House making 1st attempt to protect abortion in post-Roe era
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House on Friday is expected to vote on two bills that would restore and
guarantee abortion access nationwide as Democrats make their first attempt at responding
legislatively to the Supreme Court’s landmark decision overturning Roe v. Wade.
The legislation stands almost no chance of becoming law, with the necessary support lacking in the
50-50 Senate. Yet voting marks the beginning of a new era in the abortion debate as lawmakers,
governors and legislatures grapple with the impact of the court’s decision. By overturning Roe, the
court has allowed states to enact strict abortion limits, including many that had previously been
deemed unconstitutional. The ruling is expected to lead to abortion bans in roughly half the states.
Already, a number of GOP-controlled states have moved quickly to curtail or outlaw abortion, while
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states controlled by Democrats have sought to champion access. Voters now rank abortion as
among the most pressing issues facing the country, a shift in priorities that Democrats hope will
reshape the political landscape in their favor for the midterm elections.
Ahead of House voting, Democrats highlighted the case of a 10-year-old girl who had to cross state
lines into Indiana to get an abortion after being raped, calling it an example of how the court’s
decision is already having severe consequences.
“We don’t have to imagine why this might matter. We don’t need to conjure up hypotheticals. We
already know what’s happened,” Democratic Sen. Amy Klobuchar said Thursday on the Senate floor.
“Should the next little 10-year-old’s right or 12-year-old’s right or 14-year-old’s right to get the care
that she desperately needs be put in jeopardy?”
In the House, Democrats are bringing two abortion bills to the floor on Friday, one of which would
prohibit punishment for a woman or child who decides to travel to another state to get an abortion.
It specifies that doctors can’t be punished for providing reproductive care outside their home state.
The Constitution doesn’t explicitly say travel between states is a right, though the Supreme Court
has said it is a right that “has been firmly established and repeatedly recognized.” Yet the court has
never said exactly where the right to travel comes from and that could leave it open to challenge or
elimination, as the right to an abortion was.
Lawmakers in Missouri earlier this year, for example, considered making it illegal to “aid or abet”
abortions that violate Missouri law, even if they occur out of state. The proposal was ultimately
shelved.
The second House bill, which first passed in September but stalled in the Senate, would enshrine
abortion access as protected under federal law. It would also expand on the protections Roe had
previously provided by banning what supporters say are medically unnecessary restrictions that
block access to safe and accessible abortions.
“The bill takes Roe v. Wade into the law of the land and protects it from some of the assaults that
have occurred since it became overturned by the Supreme Court,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., said Thursday.
It would prevent abortion bans earlier than 24 weeks, which is when fetal viability, the ability of a
human fetus to survive outside the uterus, is generally thought to begin. The bill allows exceptions
for abortions after fetal viability when a provider determines the life or health of the mother is at
risk.
The Democrats’ proposal would also prevent states from requiring providers to share “medically
inaccurate” information, or from requiring additional tests or waiting periods, often aimed at
dissuading a patient from having an abortion.
Republicans have celebrated the end of Roe v. Wade and are expected to overwhelmingly oppose
both bills, denouncing them as extreme. GOP Sen. James Lankford of Oklahoma, who supports
instituting a nationwide ban on abortion, accused his colleagues across the aisle Thursday of seeking
to “inflame” the issue of abortion. He said proponents of the travel bill should ask themselves, “Does
the child in the womb have the right to travel in their future?”
Only two Senate Republicans, Sens. Lisa Murkowski and Susan Collins, have been supportive of
abortion rights, but they do not support the Democrats’ proposal, calling it too far-reaching. They
have introduced alternative legislation that would bar states from placing an “undue burden” on a
woman’s ability to obtain an abortion before fetal viability, among other provisions.
When pressed Thursday on whether Democrats should work with the two senators, Pelosi pushed
back, “We’re not going to negotiate a woman’s right to choose.”
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Since the court’s ruling last month, some activists have accused President Joe Biden and other top
Democrats of failing to respond forcefully enough to the decision. Biden, who denounced the court’s
ruling as “extreme,” last week issued an executive order intended to head off some potential
penalties that women seeking abortion may face. His administration has also warned medical
providers that they must offer abortion if the life of the mother is at risk.
Meanwhile, the Democratic National Committee has already launched a digital ad campaign to
energize voters on the issue, warning that Republicans’ ultimate goal is to outlaw abortion
nationwide.
“We have to elect a couple more Democratic senators so that we can get around the filibuster so
that we can pass legislation that truly impacts a woman’s right to choose,” she said. “There’s no
halfway measure.”
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TV and Radio
KMTV: NU President Ted Carter confident Huskers sports can be played in Nebraska this fall
KETV: 'We should be doing it in person': NU president says campuses ready for students' return
NTV: 80 local doctors and the NSEA advocate for masks in schools
NET: Senators Vote To Delay, But Keep Alive, Proposed Military Retiree Tax Break
NET: Legislature Adds Abortion Restriction To Volatile Mix Of Issues
 
Governor
OWH: Nebraska teachers union criticizes Gov. Ricketts for not mandating masks
OWH: NU president says campus life — and sports — can be done safely
LJS: Carter says university ready for classes and fall sports
AP: U. of Nebraska president: Campuses will be ready for virus
KMEG: University of Nebraska president discusses plans for fall reopening
OWH: Senator moves to delay implementation of bill to provide tax break on military pensions
OWH: Head of Douglas County GOP calls for censure of Chambers over remarks about Slama
LJS: Republican official calls for Chambers' expulsion
LJS: Legislature authorizes endorsement contracts for college athletes
AP: Nebraska emergency medical services bill wins final approval
OWH: A virtual Day of Dance? It's coming to Nebraska courtesy of the American Midwest Ballet
Scottsbluff SH: Development district receives federal grant funding
KMTV: Nebraska State Education Association writes letter to Gov. Ricketts urging PPE funding
KLKN: ‘Lives of children are at stake’: NSEA addresses the Governor on schools reopening
 
Coronavirus
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KMTV: Coronavirus case updates: July 21
Scottsbluff SH: Bulk of the Panhandle assessed at ‘moderate’ on COVID-19 risk dial
Kearney Hub: Counties in Loup Basin Public Health Department first in state to move to Phase Four of
reopening
LJS: Bryan, CHI Health experience COVID-19 testing supply chain issues
NTV: Vaccine trials show promise as participants needed in Grand Island
 
Legislature
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers to debate proposed abortion method ban
LJS: Abortion bill successfully pulled from committee to reach debate
LJS: Student discipline bill gets debate but no vote
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: State Fair audit shows ex-employee made checks to company he owned
AP: Nebraska among 31 states now on NY, CT, NJ quarantine list
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Let's not hurt others while we cheer for our sports teams
OWH Editorial: Government has great power. It's good to identify the bounds of its authority
OWH Midlands Voices: Legislature must be careful not to harm schools with its tax decisions
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Community must help schools
2.       Half-time approach is wrong
3.       MIA-POW flag
4.       The message is easy to understand
5.       Hypocrisy on pardons


LJS Editorial, 7/22: Lincoln mask mandate makes sense in many ways
LJS Local View: Battling hunger and COVID
LJS Letters


1.       Mask stifling your freedom? Stay home
2.       Playing real Husker football
3.       Erdman ought to wear mask


 
National/Federal
AP: Trump changes his opinion on masks, says they 'have an impact'
Bloomberg: CDC estimates that infections greatly exceed reported cases
 


OWH: Nebraska teachers union criticizes Gov. Ricketts for not mandating masks
 
The president of Nebraska’s state teachers union on Tuesday accused Gov. Pete Ricketts of “dereliction
of duty” for not mandating masks to stem the spread of COVID-19.
“We urgently ask you to reconsider your stance and support local health boards and local school boards
when they require masks be worn to help ensure the health and safety of children, school staff and
their communities,” said Jenni Benson, president of the Nebraska State Education Association.
Ricketts on Tuesday reiterated his opposition to a mask mandate.
Commenting during a press conference on reopening higher-education campuses, Ricketts said he
supports mask-wearing when appropriate but opposes “heavy-handed government telling us what to
do.”







He said he is opposed to making it a crime to not wear a mask.
“Is that really how you want your police spending their time, enforcing that?” he said.
He said schools in session are one of the most densely populated places in the community, with 20 to
30 people in a room, which makes social distancing difficult, he said. So wearing masks make a lot of
sense, he said. He said that when people go to the store or are in a confined space, that’s a good
opportunity to wear a mask.
He said he is still reviewing whether the Lincoln mayor had authority for a mask order.
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird announced Friday that anyone frequenting public places in Lancaster
County, including the City of Lincoln, will be required to wear a face mask through Aug. 31, when the
city will reevaluate.
The requirement is in place for anyone age 5 or older in an indoor space, unless 6 feet of separation can
be maintained.
Benson, in her letter, did not call for remote-only learning across the state, but she wrote that areas
with high levels of COVID-19 community spread should not be compelled to reopen against the
judgment of local experts.
She urged the governor to provide funding for personal protective equipment and materials for
students and school staff.
Benson asked the governor to ensure that “free and rapid” testing is made available immediately upon
discovery of a COVID-19 infection in a classroom.
And she urged the governor to support school districts that suspend contact sports and other
extracurricular activities based on risk assessments.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: NU president says campus life — and sports — can be done safely
 
Takeout meals instead of buffet-style cafeteria food.
Masks and social distancing in classrooms, dorms and on campus, which will have measures in place to
decrease the density of students.
Higher education officials in the University of Nebraska system are preparing for about 51,000 students
to return to the Lincoln, Omaha and Kearney campuses in five weeks while also focusing on preventing
the spread of the novel coronavirus.
“This will not be a normal year,” University of Nebraska President Ted Carter said. “We have to learn
how to live in a COVID-19 world. And do this with mitigation.”
Carter said he wants to see fall sports happen.
“We think we can do it safely. We’re very bullish on sports here in the fall, but we’re not going to be
foolish about it,” he said.
He said more information about sports will be coming shortly.
Carter generally explained plans to welcome students back while keeping them safe at a Tuesday press
conference with Gov. Pete Ricketts, while also estimating the financial impact of changes due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Carter predicted that the number of tuition hours would stay about the same while tuition revenue
would decrease because fewer out-of-state and international students will enroll. Since the April
announcement of Nebraska Promise, which will provide free tuition for undergraduate Nebraska
students whose families earn less than $60,000 a year, applications have been up 21%, Carter said.
Carter said that the Nebraska Promise and the commitment to freeze tuition rates for fiscal years 2022
and 2023 are a sound investment because otherwise the system could have experienced a 15% drop in
enrollment, from which it would take 10 years to recover. But campuses face a total cut of $43 million
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over three years because of the pandemic.
Even though universities swiftly moved to online instruction in the spring, Carter said in-person lessons
and the college experience are vital for a young person and that’s why it’s important to return to
campuses. But about 15% to 20% of students have requested full-time online courses, he said. Carter
said that special accommodations are being made for faculty, staff or students who are older or have
underlying conditions.
“The value of a post-secondary college education, especially at the undergraduate level … is so critical
to their maturation. You cannot get the same level of education through a Zoom call,” Carter said. “I’m
talking about the emotional, the social, the intellectual and, yes, even the moral growth of our young
students.”
Officials won’t officially know enrollment numbers until students show up on campuses, and they’re not
requiring that all students get tested before arriving. Other universities are trying that, and it’s been a
logistical nightmare, he said.
He expects that about 10,000 or more students might ask for and need a test — and TestNebraska, the
state’s testing initiative, could help in that effort.
But while strict policies and guidelines will be followed on campus, students could be participating in
risky events off-campus that could spread the virus.
“We’re going to spend a lot of time talking to our students so that they take care of themselves,” Carter
said. “Going out and being out on the town in large groups and parties, I think our students are going to
find that that’s going to be behavior that’s going to put them in a bad place over time.”
Students can use an app created by UNMC and UNO students to help monitor their symptoms and
assess risk of exposure.
At community colleges across the state, students can get scholarships for training programs because of
$16 million from the CARES Act.
Greg Adams, executive director of the Nebraska Community College Association, said people who have
lost their jobs because of COVID-19 can find training to give them a new job path.
By Alia Conley
 


LJS: Carter says university ready for classes and fall sports
 
University of Nebraska President Ted Carter said Tuesday that the university will be ready to open safely
for on-campus classes in five weeks and he is "very bullish" that there will be sports competition this
fall.
"We want to see fall sports and we think we can do it safely," Carter said during a news conference with
Gov. Pete Ricketts that focused on the state's educational response to the coronavirus pandemic.
Although Carter's remarks referred only indirectly to Husker football, he noted that "not every campus
president sees it the way we do; (and) we have to have somebody to play."
While Ricketts ceded most of the time at his Capitol news conference to Carter, the governor
announced a sharp increase in the COVID-19 testing capacity of Test Nebraska.
Processing of tests at the CHI Health lab in Lincoln is being expanded from 3,600 to 7,000 tests per day,
he said.  
Ricketts pointed to continued success in fulfilling his goal of "preserving the hospital system," as
measured in terms of available beds, intensive care beds and ventilators, along with the state's number
of coronavirus cases.
"Everything we have done to slow the spread of the virus has worked," he said.
Asked about the status of his challenge to Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird's order this week requiring the
wearing of masks in most public indoor settings in Lincoln, the governor said "we're still reviewing







whether the mayor has the legal authority for that."
Ricketts said he will continue to encourage people to wear masks when they go to the store or in other
crowded conditions, but will oppose "the heavy hand of government telling us what to do."
Nebraska recorded 343 new cases of COVID-19 — the most in a single day since late May — on
Tuesday, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. The agency now lists
23,190 confirmed cases and 310 deaths on its online dashboard, along with 17,389 recoveries.
Carter said the university is prepared to safely provide an on-campus education for college students,
giving them the valuable experience of learning and growing within the classroom and in association
with one another.
"You can't get the same level of education through Zoom" or other online sources, he said.  
At stake is "the emotional, social, intellectual and even the moral growth of our young students (at) a
key moment in their lives.  
"Our hope is to help mature them, show them their path," he said.
"We have a mission to do and we should be doing it in person."
And, he said, "a great majority of the faculty want to be on campus."
However, Carter noted, "this will not be a normal year," and some elements of the educational
experience will continue to be remote.
"Nearly 100% of 51,000 students will be taking some portion of their education remotely," he said.
"We will be utilizing masks in the classroom and on the campus," Carter said.
Students will be counseled and encouraged to "take care of yourself," he said. And that means avoiding
large gatherings and parties so they can "help protect themselves and protect others."
Greg Adams, executive director of the Nebraska Community College Association, also joined the news
briefing and said community colleges are ready to help retrain people to fill high-demand jobs
throughout the state with the $16 million allocated to them by the federal coronavirus aid package.
"We will be working with the Department of Labor and the Department of Economic Development to
make this happen," he said.
"They know what employers need; we will create the programs (and) cast the net to capture the
students."
By Don Walton
 


AP: U. of Nebraska president: Campuses will be ready for virus
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The University of Nebraska’s new president expressed confidence Tuesday that
all four university campuses will be ready for in-person classes this fall despite the threat of the
coronavirus.
Ted Carter said the campuses in Lincoln, Omaha and Kearney have already taken steps to welcome back
students while minimizing the risk that the virus will spread.
Carter said students who arrive on campus for the fall semester will see smaller, spread-out classes, less
crowded dorms, mandatory masks and buildings that are cleaned more frequently.
“We’re not going into this with hope and a prayer,” Carter said at a news conference with Gov. Pete
Ricketts. “We’re going into this with a bias for action.”
University officials have left open the possibility that they will return to online learning if the pandemic
worsens. But Carter said it’s important for the university to offer in-person instruction. He said
university surveys have shown that the vast majority of students and faculty members want to return
for in-person classes, and extra precautions will taken for those who are at greater risk.
“You cannot get the same level of education through a Zoom call,” Carter said.
Carter said the university is better-positioned than many other schools because each of its campuses is







spread out over large areas, making it easier to keep people at a safe distance. The university has
roughly 51,000 students and 16,000 faculty and staff members at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
University of Nebraska at Omaha, University of Nebraska at Kearney and the University of Nebraska
Medical Center in Omaha.
In May, the university’s flagship campus in Lincoln announced that it would start classes online for one
week on Aug. 17 and then transition to in-person learning for the rest of the fall semester, starting Aug.
24. The semester will be shortened, and scheduled to end before Thanksgiving.
Carter was sworn in as the university’s new president in January, just a few months before the
pandemic forced widespread closures in Nebraska and the rest of the country. The university closed its
campuses in April as the pandemic worsened.
The campuses also shifted to online classes during the spring semester to try to keep the virus from
spreading.
Nebraska’s community colleges are taking similar steps. For instance, Northeast Community College in
Norfolk announced in June that it will offer a combination of small, socially distanced on-campus classes
and online instruction.
They also expect to take a leading role in training people who lost their jobs because of the pandemic,
said Greg Adams, executive director of the Nebraska Community College Association.
The state has set aside $16 million in federal coronavirus aid to help pay those educational costs.
Ricketts said community colleges will administer the program and distribute the money in the form of
scholarships for people going into high-demand jobs.
“We need to get (people who lost their jobs) back in the workforce as quickly as we can,” Adams said.
By Grant Schulte
 


KMEG: University of Nebraska president discusses plans for fall reopening
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (FOX42 KPTM) — The University of Nebraska President, Ted Carter discussed plans for
reopening its universities this fall.
During a Tuesday afternoon news conference with Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts, Carter said NU had
to make a lot of "significant" changes.
"We have to learn how to live in a COVID-19 world and do this with the right mitigation," said Carter.
Carter says it is important to get campuses open because you can't get the same level of education
remotely than being on campus.
"The value of a post-secondary college education at the undergraduate level is so critical to their
maturation," said Carter.
Carter says the great majority of faculty surveyed want to be on campus.
Reopening plans will fundamentally include "de-densifying" classrooms and dorm rooms.
Carter says some elements of education will still be remote.
In preparing to return to Nebraska University campuses, every campus will have a unique set up. Carter
says that chancellors will manage deep-cleaning on campuses and "everyone is aware that is a necessity
for where we are".
While NU administration won't be testing all of the 51,000 students coming back to NU campuses,
Carter says they anticipate about 10,000 or more students will need to test for COVID-19.
The University of Nebraska will use the One Test app to inform someone they need a test.
If a student tests positive for COVID-19, Carter says contact tracing and the One Test app will be utilized
but every campus will have its own set of rules.
Carter says the university can control its sports arenas, classrooms, etc. but there will have to be a lot of
discussion about culture.
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"Going out and being out in town will put them in a bad place over time. We want to make sure we
have the tools so we can continue with the in-person experience. We are trying to think through every
single detail," said Carter.
Carter says that overall full-time online enrollment has increased from 7 to 12 percent from last year.
Carter says until classes start for fall on all NU campuses, he won't know the total number of online
enrollments.
Carter did say there is a 21 percent increase in applications from Nebraskans, as well as an expected
drop in freshman international student enrollment.
As far as fall sports are concerned, Carter says, "We are bullish on sports here in the fall, but we are not
going to be foolish about it."
Carter says Chancellor Ronnie Green sits in on meetings related to the Big Ten Conference and has been
exceptional in keeping him informed.
By Teia Goodwin
 


OWH: Senator moves to delay implementation of bill to provide tax break on military
pensions
 
Gordon Sen. Tom Brewer said Tuesday that the fiscal uncertainty caused by COVID-19 forced him to
seek a delay in his bill — introduced at the request of Gov. Ricketts — to provide a 50% state income tax
break on military pension payments.
Legislative Bill 153 was expected to get final approval by state senators on Tuesday, but Brewer was
granted authority to return his bill — long sought by veterans and economic developers — to second-
round debate so its implementation date could be delayed a year, to 2022.
A handful of senators questioned why he was doing that, given that the cost of the bill was only about
$12 million a year. Why, they also asked, can't you wait until a new forecast of future state tax revenue
is issued on Thursday?
But Brewer said he was following a directive by the Speaker of the Legislature, Norfolk Sen. Jim Scheer,
which was to postpone or pare back any bills with a fiscal impact.
Whether or not the delay in the popular tax break for veterans has an impact on the debates expected
on Wednesday over property tax relief and tax incentives for business growth — which would have
much larger fiscal impacts — remains to be seen.
Police oversight legislation
Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha announced plans Tuesday to pursue legislation requiring cities that employ
full-time police officers to set up citizen police oversight boards.
He has filed a motion for the Legislature to suspend its rules so he can introduce legislation later than
the first 10 days of the session. The motion takes 33 votes to succeed.
Wayne said he believes such oversight boards are of paramount importance in response to calls for
justice following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. He noted that, while Floyd's death has
become a rallying cry, it is only the latest in a long line of deaths of African Americans at the hands of
law enforcement. 
TestNebraska capacity
Ricketts announced that the lab capacity to process COVID-19 tests done through the TestNebraska
program will be ramped up from 3,600 a day to 7,000 a day. That would be four times the average
number of tests, about 1,700 a day, being performed recently via the $27 million, no bid contract.
Ricketts, at a press conference Tuesday, said such an increase in lab capacity is anticipated to be needed
when schools reopen this fall, for students as well as high school athletes. The governor also mentioned
the need for increased testing at long-term care facilities.







“We want to make sure we’re focusing on getting people that test as quickly as possible,” Ricketts said.
The average turnaround time for TestNebraska from July 6 to 19 was 59.3 hours, which compares to a
turnaround time of 31 hours earlier in July.
Taylor Gage, a spokesman for the Governor’s Office, said that the turnaround time slowed in recent
weeks because of an increase in testing and an unannounced audit by the federal Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services.
Gage said that ramping up the lab capacity will cost the state an additional $2.45 million for equipment
and support staff.
Gage also said that TestNebraska had exceeded 3,000 tests a day twice in the past two weeks.
School discipline
Nebraska lawmakers spent three hours debating — but not voting on — a hard-fought bill that would
allow school staff to intervene physically against violent and disruptive students.
Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte, the Education Committee chairman, said he expects to get back to LB
147 yet this year and to have the votes needed to advance it. He expressed frustration that opponents
would not let him get to a key amendment, which adds training requirements to the measure.
The Nebraska State Education Association, which represents teachers and other school personnel, has
made the bill a major priority. The group argues that teachers need legal backing to protect themselves
and other students from violence in the classroom. They also want legal backing for teachers to have
students removed from class.
Groene said the bill would improve safety in schools and allow students the opportunity to learn
without disruption. He also said that, by requiring school policies about removing students, ensures that
students will be treated equally. 
"It gives parents and students assurance that the teacher is in charge of the classroom," he said.
But Wayne said African American students and other students of color are more likely to be subjected
to disciplinary measures already and would likely be the targets of physical interventions. He asked
colleagues to look at LB 147 in light of the systemic racial bias brought out by recent events, which he
said would be exacerbated by the bill.
"We got here from simple things like this," he said.
The bill also faces opposition from advocates for children with disabilities.  
By Paul Hammel, Martha Stoddard and Alia Conley
 


OWH: Head of Douglas County GOP calls for censure of Chambers over remarks about
Slama
 
LINCOLN — A Republican Party official on Tuesday called on the State Legislature to censure longtime
State Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha for comments he made Monday about fellow Sen. Julie Slama of
Peru.
Theresa Thibodeau, the chair of the Douglas County Republican Party and a former state senator, said
that Chambers’ suggestion that Slama was appointed to the Legislature because of promised “favors of
the flesh” were “sexist and outright disgusting” and an “insult to women.”
“I am calling on the Nebraska Legislature to stand up against this sexist behavior and censure Senator
Chambers for these abhorrent remarks,” Thibodeau said in a press release.
On Monday, Chambers took to the floor of the Legislature to condemn a primary campaign mailer, sent
to attack Slama’s opponent, that included a photograph of the black senator.
Chambers said that ad, funded by the Nebraska Republican Party and supported by Gov. Pete Ricketts,
was an attempt to scare voters in Slama’s district into voting against her opponent, Janet Palmtag of
Nebraska City. The ad read, in part, “Janet Palmtag sides with Lincoln liberals, atheists and radical







extremists.”
Chambers called the flyer dirty politics Monday and called on Slama to respond to criticism of it and to
apologize to Palmtag. Slama has not commented on the flyer since it began drawing criticism in June.
Chambers said that if Slama wanted to engage in dirty politics, she should not be surprised if people
repeat rumors about why Slama, whom he called a young woman with little life experience, was
appointed by Ricketts.
Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln spoke in defense of Slama and said that she knew those rumors were not
true and that Chambers should not have repeated them. But she also called on Slama to address the
flyer.
Former Gov. Dave Heineman and Bob Kerrey, a former governor and U.S. senator, are among those
who have condemned the mailer as racist. Ricketts has defended the mailer as an appropriate effort to
defeat a candidate he doesn’t see as conservative.
Nebraska Republican Party Chairman Dan Welch in June said the state party made a mistake by
targeting Palmtag in the flyer, which he said “was not in good taste” and “crossed the line.” He
defended the mailer against allegations of racism, but said the part he objected to was that it lumped
Palmtag in with atheists.
Chambers, on Monday, mentioned the relationship between Thomas Jefferson and a black slave, Sally
Hemings — who bore several of Jefferson’s children — and then asked what if he used Slama in a
similar way.
Some female senators objected to the comment, and Slama chastised Chambers. In a tweet later, Slama
said his comments were “disgusting behavior that deserved to be called out.”
Chambers, in comments on the floor Tuesday morning, made no apologies and said that his comments
were being manipulated for political purposes.
“I love women more than anyone on this floor,” he said.
Later, Chambers added, “We’re going to have some rocky roads this session, and if you want to get up
and tangle with me, I welcome it.”
This is the last session for Chambers, 83, who is barred from seeking reelection this year because of
term limits. He is the longest-serving state senator in Nebraska history, but his fiery speeches regularly
stir controversy.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Republican official calls for Chambers' expulsion
 
The Nebraska Republican Party on Tuesday called for the expulsion of Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers for
remarks he made during a debate Monday about Sen. Julie Slama of Peru.
Republican Party Executive Director Ryan Hamilton said the statements by Chambers were disgusting
and clearly out of bounds.
"He owes Senator Slama an apology, as does every senator who yielded time so he could continue his
vile, misogynistic rant against Senator Slama. He should be censured and expelled immediately — there
ought to be no place in Nebraska’s Legislature for this abhorrent language and mistreatment.”
In addition to responding to Chambers on the floor Monday, Slama posted about it on Facebook, saying
his comments were vile and disgusting. 
Former state Sen. Theresa Thibodeau, a Republican, sent a news release saying "Chambers' attack on
one of the most prominent female members of the Legislature shows how far our politics has fallen. To
suggest that women can only be successful based on performing sexual behaviors is sexist and an insult
to women everywhere."
The Nebraska Federation of Young Republicans said in a news release Chambers' "attacks were







baseless, cowardly and cannot be tolerated in civil discourse.
"Senator Julie Slama is not only a great representative for her district," the organization said, "but she is
also a beacon of leadership to our members, particularly young women, across this state. Julie
embodies that no matter a person’s age or previous political experience, they can get involved,
effectuate change, and be a true conservative leader for our state." 
Chambers, in his speeches Monday, was responding to a flyer sent out in District 1 on Slama's behalf
that said her opponent, Janet Palmtag, also a Republican, "sides with Lincoln liberals, atheists and
radical extremists." There are photos of Chambers and Palmtag on the flyer put side by side.
Chambers and others have said they believe the flyer to be racist. Some senators on Monday said Slama
should have apologized for the flyer, which Gov. Pete Ricketts has said was appropriate. But Chambers
said it was Palmtag who deserved the apology from Slama.   
"Am I looking for an apology? Certainly not," Chambers said. "I'm a grown man. I've had worse things
than that done toward and said to me."
Palmtag did not respond to calls for comment. 
This is the full context of the Monday statements in question: 
Chambers: "I feel sorry for that lady down there (Palmtag) among those cowardly racists. ... I had read
nothing, heard nothing, about a scandalizing woman down there who's suddenly running for office. And
then these low-down people that I've named, Senator Slama, Governor Ricketts, and all the Republicans
have decided to try to destroy that woman's reputation, destroy her by using my name.
"I feel an obligation, how they will take to show how she and I are in league with each other, to lift her
up in the minds of the people who live down there with her, who have known her, who have never, to
my way of thinking and understanding, since we're playing dirty, said that she was given favors because
favors of a fleshy nature were expected in return. 
"Now I don't know if Senator Slama has heard what they are saying about her and why the governor
picked a very young person with no life experiences. I didn't know they had traveled together. How
would I know that if white people didn't tell me? They want to play dirty; well, let's get dirt out here on
everybody.
"I feel more protective toward my daughter than some white men feel toward theirs. My daughter
could not be put in a position where certain salacious things were suggested about her because of some
older white man who was supposed to symbolize power and why he's putting her in that position when
she has no credentials to justify it. Only one thing. And that's what's being said about Senator Slama.
She knows it. You all know it around here because some of you have told me, but I'm not going to out
you."
At another point in the afternoon, Chambers was talking about how Andrew Jackson was a slaveholder
and treacherous toward "Black men who saved his bacon at the Battle of New Orleans in the War of
1812." Jackson promised Black men that if they would fight on the side of America they would be free,
he said. 
"Ha. Ha. Ha," Chambers said. "The lying, sniveling cowardly treacherous rat.
"You all see him as a hero. I don't. Suppose I had raped white women. Suppose I enslaved Senator Slama
and used her the way that I wanted to? You think Thomas Jefferson was a great man? Do you realize he
had a room in Monticello for Sally Hemings? And he had six children by that woman, in the house where
his wife lived?
"He was a mere man, and he was not a good man. How can a man be good if he's a rapist? A child
molester? A pedophile? And you all deify him and I'm supposed to go along with it?" 
By JoAnne Young
 


LJS: Legislature authorizes endorsement contracts for college athletes







 
The Legislature on Tuesday gave final 37-6 approval to a bill that would allow college athletes in
Nebraska to earn money through personal endorsement of products and use of their name, image or
likeness.
The measure (LB962), sponsored by Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha, was modeled after legislation enacted
by California lawmakers a year ago.
The proposal, part of a growing movement that would dramatically alter the traditional status of
amateur college athletes, will head to Gov. Pete Ricketts' desk.
Hunt's Nebraska Fair Pay to Play Act would also allow athletes to make money by promoting sponsored
content on social media and by giving private lessons or hosting camps.
Opponents of the change have argued that it will ignite a new kind of bidding war in the recruitment of
college athletes in which donors or business leaders may play a leading role in offering the prospect of
lucrative endorsement prospects or opportunities to recruits.
Supporters have argued that universities, TV sports networks and other businesses are enriched by the
performance of college athletes while they receive no financial benefit beyond athletic scholarships and
accompanying benefits provided by the universities they attend.
"With more than 25 states looking at this issue, Nebraska has an opportunity to be a leader in providing
economic freedoms to college athletes," Hunt said in a statement following enactment of the bill.
"Nebraska is the third state in the nation to enact name, image and likeness rights legislation," she said.
"We are already leading on this issue, exemplified by the University of Nebraska, which is already at the
forefront of providing a name, image and likeness program for all athletes," Hunt said.
"By restoring college athletes' rights, we're sending a clear message to students across the country:
You're welcome in Nebraska."
University of Nebraska President Ted Carter said he was "very pleased" by enactment of the bill and
praised Hunt for "working closely with the university" on the proposal.
In other action, senators amended a bill (LB153) that would exempt 50% of military retirement benefits
from the state income tax by delaying implementation from 2021 to 2022.
The delay was prompted by the uncertainties of revenue flow triggered by the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic. 
Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon, sponsor of the bill, said he was reluctantly delaying implementation in
order to gain passage of the measure this year.
Brewer said the fiscal impact of the proposal has been estimated at $12.6 million during the second
year when it is fully implemented. 
The legislation would affect more than 13,000 military retirees who live in the state. 
Senators also gave final approval to a bill that would create a new class of Game and Parks Commission
motor vehicle permits for disabled veterans who are residents of Nebraska while raising annual and
temporary permit fees for nonresidents.
Disabled veterans who qualify would be allowed a permit free of charge under the provisions of LB770.
By Don Walton
 


AP: Nebraska emergency medical services bill wins final approval
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A bill that would prohibit Nebraska health care providers from charging patients
higher, out-of-network rates for emergency services won final approval Tuesday in the Legislature.
Senators voted 47-0 to pass the measure through the last of three required votes. It now goes to Gov.
Pete Ricketts.
Sen. Adam Morfeld, of Lincoln, proposed the bill to try to protect consumers from unexpected out-of-







network costs during a medical emergency. Morfeld has argued that unexpected medical bills are a
leading cause of personal bankruptcies.
 


OWH: A virtual Day of Dance? It's coming to Nebraska courtesy of the American Midwest
Ballet
 
American Midwest Ballet has been on its toes, planning for a regional Day of Dance. The event,
scheduled Saturday, will be virtual, with free activities and classes celebrating all styles of dance for all
ages of participants.
The day includes a gubernatorial proclamation, too, marking the 10th anniversary of the resident
professional ballet company and academy.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds issued separate proclamations encouraging
citizens to participate in the Day of Dance for its ability to promote health, fitness, confidence and self-
expression, as well as for its recreational and community-building benefits.
"Our instructors are excited to share their expertise and genuine love of dance," said Susan Chowning,
American Midwest Ballet School's director. "So make sure you don’t miss this perfect opportunity to get
up and move!" 
The schedule features a total of 15 sessions in three virtual studios. There's creative movement for 3-
and 4-year-olds; KinderDance for 5- and 6-year-olds and ballet, jazz, contemporary, lyrical, tap and hip
hop for youth, teens and adults. Participants also can take a virtual tour of American Midwest Ballet’s
new state-of-the-art home at the Hoff Family Arts and Culture Center in Council Bluffs.
Pre-registration is required at amballet.org. The Day of Dance will run from 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m., and
participation will be via Zoom. Everyone who registers will be entered into a drawing for free tickets to
an American Midwest Ballet performance.
For questions, email school@amballet.org or call 712-890-5591.
By Chris Christen
 


Scottsbluff SH: Development district receives federal grant funding
 
As the nation continues its recovery from the damage caused by COVID-19, Panhandle Area
Development District (PADD) has been awarded some federal funds to help in the effort.
PADD Executive Director Jeff Kelley said they just learned about a $257,128 grant through the U.S.
Economic Development Administration.
“The grant is for COVID relief that was made available to all the development districts across the
nation,” Kelley said. “It’s a non-competitive grant, so we just needed to submit an application with an
explanation of what the funds will be used for.”
Kelley said the funds will help PADD expand its capacity to help businesses across the Panhandle.
Assistance would involve technical support training and grand writing services to help with their
recovery from the pandemic.
“We’ll be hiring another community planner/grant writer to help with grants for communities,” Kelley
said. “Brian Venable, our loan fund manager, will have about 25% of his time paid by the grant. He’ll be
working with businesses on providing them with financial advice on how to recover from the losses
caused by the pandemic.”
PADD will also be working with Western Nebraska Community College, offering technical assistance to
identify what are the business needs across the Panhandle as they recover from the pandemic.
“We had planned to work with WNCC before the pandemic hit and everything came to halt,” Kelley
said. “Now we’re getting back on track. Our ultimate goal is the help our communities and local
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businesses recover. Because the crisis continues to change, so will our focus in what help we’ll offer.”
Kelley said the grant will need to be spent within the next two years. The new community planner/grant
writer will be paid through those funds. He hopes that after two years, PADD will be able to keep the
position active because there’s always plenty of work to be done in other areas.
In a news conference last week, Gov. Pete Ricketts said the grant funds, awarded to several develop
districts across the state, provide much-needed funds to address the economic impact of COVIS.
“The organizations were awarded these funds due to their track record of providing outstanding service
to the people of Nebraska,” Ricketts said. “They are playing an important role to strengthen our
economy as we get Nebraska growing.”
By Jerry Purvis
 


KMTV: Nebraska State Education Association writes letter to Gov. Ricketts urging PPE
funding
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KMTV) — The Nebraska State Education Association (NSEA) wrote to Governor Pete
Ricketts on Tuesday asking him to take necessary steps to provide adequate funding for PPE for
students and staff in the upcoming school year.
"Trying to open schools without adequately protecting students and staff from COVID-19 will backfire. It
is putting livelihoods before lives. Platitudes and requests for compliance won’t keep our students safe,"
said NSEA in the letter.
Additionally, the NSEA mentioned they are in complete agreement with the American Academy of
Pediatrics that children older than 2 should wear masks in schools unless it worsens physical/mental
health conditions.
The NSEA said that the governor's unwillingness to issue mask mandates or support the science of the
mandate is "irresponsible and a dereliction of duty."
The association asked Gov. Ricketts to "do his part," suggesting the following actions:


·         Children and teachers need you to strongly support mask requirements when local health or
school boards deem them appropriate.


·         We need you to provide funding for necessary PPE materials for students and school staff.
·         Children, families and school staff need you to ensure free and rapid testing is made available


immediately upon discovery of a COVID-19 infection in a classroom.
·         We need you to strongly support a school district’s decision to suspend contact sports and


other extracurricular activities based on risk assessments.
·         We need you to base such decisions on recommendations from health experts.


By Danielle Meadows
 


KLKN: ‘Lives of children are at stake’: NSEA addresses the Governor on schools reopening
 
Tuesday, the Nebraska State Education Association (NSEA) sent a letter addressing Governor Pete
Ricketts about reopening schools amid the coronavirus pandemic. Saying “teachers across the state are
eager to reconnect with their students. Yet, if we cannot do so with the appropriate health measures in
place and enforced, the lives of students and all school staff are at risk.”
NSEA continued to write that reopening schools too early is ‘putting livelihood before lives’ and will
‘backfire’.
In addition, they state his lack of support for a mask mandate is ‘irresponsible and a dereliction of duty’:
Sadly, the only mandate we are receiving from you and the U.S Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos is to
‘open our schools’.Governor, schools in areas with high levels of Covid-19 community spread should not
be compelled to reopen against the judgment of local experts. Our schools need your support in this.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsea.org%2Fnsea-letter-gov-ricketts-july-21%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3r88Ps1EfuJE0caGPo6N6qi7VsQ2Qnn_IGOtA6xH0F2CQLOu-hkupsd8s&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C02fd2a938ea049fada7808d82e4286d4%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637310210566765847&sdata=jqCE5jjxrnCyeeDQc7XhpPWpr0592lg3lRGLoGkmJyY%3D&reserved=0





How can it be safe for those schools to reopen with lower thresholds of safety than we currently have
for restaurants or hair salons?
The NSEA then detailed the work they have done during the pandemic, from launching online classes to
working with health officials to release school reopening guidelines.
“We will continue to do our part. We are asking that you, as our Governor, do your part,” said the NSEA.
“The lives of children, educators – and those of the family members they come home to – are at stake”.
By Ashley Springman
 


KMTV: Coronavirus case updates: July 21
 
OMAHA, Neb. (KMTV) — As coronavirus cases come in throughout our area on Tuesday, KMTV will
update this story with the latest numbers. Check back often for updates. The latest updates will be
posted at the top. You can find our full coronavirus coverage here.
NEBRASKA
DOUGLAS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT


·         108 new cases reported Tuesday
·         8,892 cases since the start of the outbreak
·         One new COVID death reported on Tuesday
·         117 total deaths since the start of the outbreak
·         5,868 recoveries among county residents


LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
·         35 additional positive cases for a total of 2,517 cases
·         Number of deaths remains at 14


NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
·         A staff member at the Nebraska State Penitentiary has tested positive
·         This brings the number of NDCS staff diagnosed to 33
·         21 have recovered


By Danielle Meadows
 


Scottsbluff SH: Bulk of the Panhandle assessed at ‘moderate’ on COVID-19 risk dial
 
The Panhandle saw a slight decrease in its risk level for COVID-19 as reported by public health officials
Tuesday.
Each Tuesday, Panhandle Public Health District is releasing information for its “risk dial” and other tools
meant to illustrate for the public the risk level of coronavirus activity in the region, county and
community,
The Panhandle remains in the “moderate” risk level of a dial used by PPHD, but that risk level is slightly
down from the previous week. The tool was released earlier this month and is modeled after similar
tools used by health districts across the state.
With a moderate risk level, people are still advised to take precautions to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus, such as wearing masks, social distancing and staying at home when possible. A full list of
the guidance is available on the PPHD website, pphd.org.
On the county level, the bulk of the Panhandle’s 12 counties covered by the health district remained at
moderate levels. Grant and Garden counties remain listed as low risk counties.
Some communities in the Panhandle have seen a decrease from last week in their risk level. Minatare in
Scotts Bluff County and Bayard and Bridgeport, both in Morrill County, had been reported at high risk.
Those communities are now at moderate risk.
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The dial and tools are not a current point-in-time survey, but indicates risk based on three weeks of
data, with nine different areas evaluated.
Scotts Bluff Public Health Director Paulette Schnell reported one positive case for coronavirus: a Scotts
Bluff County man in his 40s, who contracted the virus through community spread. The Panhandle does
currently have 72 active cases of the coronavirus, with two people currently hospitalized. To date, the
Panhandle has reported 388 positive cases, with 311 of those persons having recovered. However, the
Panhandle has reported five deaths, all elderly individuals from Scotts Bluff County. With 6,901 tests
conducted in the Panhandle, the health district reports a cumulative positivity rate of 5.6%.
The bulk of the cases have occurred in Scotts Bluff County, where 260 cases are reported and there are
60 active cases. Morrill County and Cheyenne County follow next in case loads, with 56 total cases
reported in Morrill County and 22 total cases in Cheyenne County. Kimball County is the only other
county in the Panhandle to be in double digits, with 17 total cases.
Schnell said she has been asked some questions about persons who are tested in Scotts Bluff County,
but had traveled to Scotts Bluff County from elsewhere. Those persons, if they test positive, would be
reported back to the health districts that they may hail from, such as California or Texas, for example.
Health officials discussed a common myth that children “can’t carry, contract or be infected with
COVID-19.” Children can contract the coronavirus. The CDC and state officials have reported cases
involving children, even infants, and the Panhandle has also reported cases involving children.
Jessica Davies, assistant director at PPHD, said that though the majority of cases are among adults, the
Panhandle has seen about 17% of cases occur in children under 20 and Nebraska has seen 11.7% of
cases in children under the age of 20. Just this week, PPHD reported a case involving a child under 10
years of age. To date, PPHD has reported nine cases to have occurred among children under age 9 and
57 cases among children under 19 years of age.
Testing remains available through TestNebraska at Chadron Community Hospital and now at Regional
West Health Services. Officials advised that testing at Chadron occurs on Mondays and Fridays and
testing is daily at Regional West. Persons can sign up for testing at both those sites
through testnebraska.com. Community Action Health Center (CAPWN) in Gering tests on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, and sign up is available at tinyurl.com/y7msahzq. These three sources offer
free testing.
Morrill County Community Hospital is also offering testing on a daily basis, but insurance companies will
be billed for testing or can pay for it on their own. Other local hospitals and clinics are also offering
testing, but check with your facility to see if you qualify for testing.
By Maunette Loeks
 


Kearney Hub: Counties in Loup Basin Public Health Department first in state to move to
Phase Four of reopening
 
LOUP CITY — With fewer active cases of COVID-19 detected in the past month, the Loup Basin Public
Health Department will move to Phase IV directed health measures on Friday.
Counties include Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley and Wheeler.
Phase IV will allow bars, restaurants, hair salons, child care centers, churches and other public spaces to
open up to 75% capacity. Outdoor facilities can have up to 100% capacity.
Restrictions remain in place only for events with more than 500 people.
“Our main goals have been to prevent our health care system from being overwhelmed and keep our
community as safe and healthy as possible,” Chuck Cone, director of LBPHD, said. “We have been
aggressively managing COVID-19, and the level of activity in our jurisdiction has been fairly low.”
Rather than waiting until COVID-19 disappears, Cone believes businesses can re-open now, but he urges



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftestnebraska.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C02fd2a938ea049fada7808d82e4286d4%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637310210566785745&sdata=%2FFAfa55OT9mJ1WX%2FlR2Tf%2FdA2suucJ7gELe2P%2Bz5%2BJE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fy7msahzq&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C02fd2a938ea049fada7808d82e4286d4%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637310210566785745&sdata=B9GfWtf%2BgV8MfWuHgcEO%2Bvn2vF6UE3UOxp9Grb2ZDHQ%3D&reserved=0





residents to maintain physical distance of 6 feet, wear masks when appropriate and stay in if symptoms
develop.
Since record-keeping began March 20, LVPHD has had 108 cases of COVID-19 and eight deaths,
including four in Custer County and four in Howard County. Of the district’s 108 cases, 89 have been in
those two counties.
Total cases in the nine counties are:
- Blaine — 0
- Custer — 40
- Garfield — 1
- Greeley — 4
- Howard — 49
- Loup — 0
- Sherman — 5
- Valley — 9
- Wheeler — 0
In related news, 14 new cases of COVID-19 were reported over the weekend by Two Rivers Public
Health Department in its seven-county region. Eight cases are in Buffalo County, five are in Dawson
County and one is in Phelps County.
For information on the Phase IV guidelines, visit dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Directed-Health-
Measures.aspx.
By Mary Jane Skala
 


LJS: Bryan, CHI Health experience COVID-19 testing supply chain issues
 
Area health care systems said they are starting to see hiccups in the supply chain for COVID-19 testing
supplies.
CHI Health said it has suspended pre-op COVID-19 testing because of a lack of testing supplies.
The health system said Tuesday that Abbott Labs, the manufacturer that supplies the reagents essential
for testing, cannot meet the current demand and has informed it the supply moving forward will be
limited for the next four to five weeks.
Because of that, CHI Health said it has suspended its pre-procedural COVID-19 testing requirement to
preserve its limited testing supplies.
CHI Health said it was one of very few health care systems in the area requiring a COVID-19 test before
surgery. Fewer than 1% of its pre-surgical patients tested positive for the disease.
Bryan Health also on Tuesday said it was aware of a supply chain issue for pre-op tests.
"There are some different systems in this region of the country that are no longer accepting orders for
pre-op testing at all," said Bob Ravenscroft, vice president of advancement for Bryan Health.
Ravenscroft said Bryan, which does not require pre-op COVID-19 testing, has enough of its various tests
and is still receiving inventory.
But he said it's unclear what the effect will be going forward if the supply chain remains restricted.
"It's going to limit the ability, as current supplies stand, of doing something large scale (or) sweeping for
a school system or college," Ravenscroft said, noting that Bryan has already turned down some area
small colleges that wanted to do mass testing of their athletes.
By Matt Olberding
 


NTV: Vaccine trials show promise as participants needed in Grand Island
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GRAND ISLAND, Neb — Patients headed to see their doctor at the Grand Island Clinic probably don't
even notice the small office just off the front lobby. Inside, they may hold the key to the one thing
everyone wants.
"We all get back to our lives quicker."
Dr. Adam Brosz is upfront in his assessment of why a vaccine is so important. Brosz is part of clinical
trials with a vaccine that has shown promise in limited testing. Developed by Moderna, the first
phase involved 45 people in Atlanta and Seattle.
"They all produced antibodies that were on par with people who had actually had the virus and gotten
better," Brosz said.
They've enrolled about 400 people locally.
"They'll get a shot on day one, and a shot 28 days later," Brosz explained.
Half will get a placebo and the others will receive the real deal.
Brosz said, "This virus uses the body's own cells to mount an immune response without giving people
the virus or a weakened virus."
The first phase showed some folks who received the highest dose did feel aches and chills, but the study
finds most had only mild reactions like pain where the shot was given. It's one of several vaccines being
tested.
"If ultimately this vaccine turns out not to be the one, we'll learn from it. Why was it not the one, how
does it differ, make vaccines in the future," said Brosz.
He said there's no cost to participants and they do not bill insurance. In fact, there are financial
incentives to take part. Omaha-based Meridian Clinical Research has set up shop to run day-to-day
operations in Grand Island, a community that fits several criteria.
"We have a diverse population,w e have meatpacking plant with a lot of minorities, we're a rural
community and I think there was interest in participating in the vaccine," Brosz said.
They're looking for people in three categories -- front line workers, adults with health conditions, and
senior Nebraskans.
Brosz said, "I've some patients who are 'Sign me up, I'll do anything to help out.'"
As a doctor, he wants to see people avoid the virus that causes COVID-19. As a dad, he wants his kids to
be able to play basketball and do gymnastics.
"We have to have a vaccine available. I want to be part of that," he said.
Brosz said they continue to enroll more for trials. Learn more at https://www.mcrmed.com/covid-19-
vaccine-study/
By Steve White
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers to debate proposed abortion method ban
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers voted Tuesday to pull a controversial abortion bill out of committee
and put it up for debate this session.
Legislative Bill 814, introduced by State Sen. Suzanne Geist of Lincoln and named the top priority for
abortion opponents, seeks to ban a common second-trimester abortion method in Nebraska.
If passed, Nebraska would become the latest state to attempt to prohibit the procedure known
medically as dilation and evacuation. The procedure involves dilating a woman’s cervix and removing
the fetus in pieces. Opponents call the procedure dismemberment abortion.
Geist said the proposed ban would protect the most vulnerable in society. She said the issue should be
considered along with property tax relief, business tax incentives and other high-priority issues for the
15 remaining days of the session.
“I believe that discussion of human dignity belongs at the top of that list,” she said. “It’s more important
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to me than tax credits.”
But opponents vowed to use every means possible to stop the ban. Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha said
there would be a filibuster taking up time at every stage of debate. If the bill passes, she said, it will be
challenged in court.
“It’s not a threat, it’s a promise,” she said. “In every state where it’s been challenged, it’s been struck
down.”
Courts have ruled that such bans create an unconstitutional undue burden to accessing abortion care
during the second trimester of pregnancy. Only two of the dozen states that have passed such bans
have the laws in effect. Neither of the two has abortion providers that perform second-trimester
abortions.
On Tuesday, Nebraska senators voted 30-8 to get LB 814 out of the Judiciary Committee, which had
been deadlocked on the measure. That’s five more than was needed for the “pull” motion to succeed
but short of the 33 votes needed to overcome a filibuster.
“I still have some work to do,” Geist acknowledged, while noting: “It’s apparent that the majority of the
body agrees with this bill.”
LB 814 would ban an abortion procedure used from week 13 through week 24 of a woman’s pregnancy
in which clamps, forceps or similar instruments are used to remove pieces of a living fetus. The ban
would not apply if suction is used to remove pieces of a fetus. It also would not apply if the fetus was
dead before being removed.
Under the bill it would be a Class IV felony, punishable by up to two years in prison and a $10,000 fine,
for a doctor to perform such an abortion. The bill also would allow a doctor to be sued for performing
the procedure. The woman having such an abortion could not be charged.
Geist said the measure would not reduce women’s access to abortion in Nebraska but would do away
with a “barbaric” method of abortion.
She cited statistics collected by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services showing that
dilation and evacuation abortions account for a relatively small proportion of second-trimester
abortions in the state. In 2018, there were 32 dilation and evacuation abortions reported in the state, or
18% of those done at 13 weeks or later.
The Nebraska numbers contrast with national studies that have found the method is used in 95% of
second-trimester abortions.
At the hearing, opponents argued that the ban would expose women getting abortions to greater
health risks and would potentially send them out of the state to end their pregnancies.
“A woman’s health, not politics, should guide decisions at every point in a pregnancy,” said Sen. Adam
Morfeld of Lincoln.
Several opponents criticized the bill’s backers for citing a concern about human life when supporting
abortion restrictions but not when it comes to other issues. Hunt, for example, noted the number of
senators who have not been wearing masks during the coronavirus pandemic.
For many, the debate Tuesday became emotional. Sen. John Lowe of Kearney used part of his speaking
time for a moment of silence for “those babies” lost to abortion, while Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of
Omaha listed bills that would help mothers and children but have not gotten support.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Abortion bill successfully pulled from committee to reach debate
 
It was a passionate debate on both sides as Nebraska senators voted Tuesday night to pull an abortion-
related bill from the Judiciary Committee to ensure it would be debated in the remaining 15 days of the
session. 







The bill (LB814), introduced by Lincoln Sen. Suzanne Geist, would prohibit fetal dismemberment
abortion. It was pulled from committee on a 30-12 vote; 25 votes were needed to get the bill out of
committee. 
The bill was at an impasse in the committee, which could not get past a 4-4 split vote — not enough to
kill it or to bring it to the floor for debate. 
"I believe the citizens of Nebraska deserve to hear the details of my bill," Geist said, "and that the
majority of its citizens will agree with its premise."
In the procedure, a medical provider dismembers the body of a living fetus and extracts one piece at a
time from the uterus through the use of clamps, grasping forceps, tongs, scissors or similar instruments,
according to the bill.
The bill would carry with it penalties for those performing a dismemberment abortion in the 12- to 24-
week second trimester of pregnancy. Other than in the case of a medical emergency, a person who
performs the procedure could be sued or charged with a Class IV felony, punishable by up to two years
in prison and 12 months post-release supervision, a $10,000 fine, or both.
Geist said the bill is not designed to deny access to abortion. In 2019, there were six dismemberment
abortions in Nebraska out of 181 second-trimester abortions. 
Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt promised the bill would be filibustered. 
"We have not done the basic things as a body to care for Nebraskans (during the COVID-19 crisis) in the
way that they are now pleading for us to, and we're going to take 15, maybe plus, hours to talk about an
abortion ban in the Legislature," Hunt said. "This is irresponsible."
A number of senators said there should be no question that the dismemberment bill should be debated
and passed. 
The debate got heated at times. Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte told Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing
Brooks to "shut up" after she spoke on the bill. 
Scout Richters, ACLU of Nebraska legal and policy counsel, said earlier in the day that months of the
coronavirus pandemic should have shown state senators that health, not politics, should guide medical
decisions.
“State senators should be focused on supporting people’s health and well-being, not forcing their
personal beliefs on Nebraskans,” Richters said. “Like any deeply personal medical situation, decisions
about abortion care belong to a patient and their physician, not politicians.”
Courts have stopped similar laws from going into effect in nine other states, Richters said, because this
type of ban creates an undue burden to accessing abortion during the second trimester of pregnancy. 
By JoAnne Young
 


LJS: Student discipline bill gets debate but no vote
 
A bill that would put into law that teachers and other school personnel may use reasonable physical
intervention to safely manage the behavior of students got about three hours of debate Tuesday
afternoon but no vote. 
The bill (LB147), introduced by Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte, is the answer for teachers, parents
and students to protect them from physical injury, he said. 
"Education cannot occur without a safe and focused learning environment where all children can
maximize their learning experience," he said. 
The bill also would allow physical intervention to take property in a student's possession if it poses a
threat of physical injury to another person.
The intervention could not be used to inflict harm as a penalty for a student's disapproved behavior.
Groene said teachers have communicated they wanted a safe working environment. School personnel







wanted training to know how to deescalate situations before they became violent, and that they would
have community support, he said.
The amendment to the bill, prioritized by Sen. Dave Murman, will include Murman's bill (LB998) that
would require school districts to provide behavioral training to all school employees.
"I have heard from school personnel that have been kicked, hit, bitten, spit upon, slapped, punched or
worse," Murman said. "One teacher had a traumatic brain injury due to a student who assaulted her."
Sen. Justin Wayne, who opposed the bill, said it will destroy the relationship between parents and
teachers, students and teachers, schools and their communities. And giving immunity to
teachers creates a distrust, he said. 
No teacher or personnel could be subject to professional or administrative discipline for the use of
physical intervention if it was reasonable, according to the bill. The immunity would begin as soon as
the bill is in effect, but the training would take place over four to five years, Wayne said. 
There is a disparity in our education system, Wayne said. 
"You can't recognize the problem and say we have to find a solution and then vote yes on this bill," he
said. "You cannot say we need to start prison reform and then vote for this bill. 
The bill will return to debate for another three hours if Groene can show he has the 33 votes to get the
bill from filibuster to a vote. 
By JoAnne Young
 


LJS: State Fair audit shows ex-employee made checks to company he owned
 
A state audit of the Nebraska State Fair's finances found that a company created by its former finance
chief received payments of nearly $150,000 over the past year.
The audit showed two checks totaling $149,415.60 were made out to RKBB Enterprises Inc. during
calendar year 2019, according to a letter from Mary Avery, special audits and finance manager. The
letter, dated Tuesday, was sent to State Fair Board Chairwoman Beth Smith.
RKBB Enterprises was created in May 2019 by Brandon Kopke, the fair's former chief of finance and
administration. Kopke resigned at the fair's November board meeting after telling the board the fair was
headed for bankruptcy.
According to the state audit, there were no invoices for the two payments, and auditors could not tie
the payments to services rendered to the fair.
The audit also found that it appeared Kopke used bank accounts set up for RKBB Enterprises for
personal expenses, including more than $41,000 for a truck, trailer and ATV, $29,000 for the purchase
of land and nearly $55,000 for personal credit card bills.
"Virtually all of the funds in the RKBB bank account have come from the State Fair — specifically, from
the two State Fair checks discussed herein. Noteworthy also is the fact that all of the expenditures from
that account appear to have been personal in nature," Avery's letter said.
The letter said the audit could find "no benefit received by the State Fair, in goods or services, for the
$149,415.60 paid, through the two checks at issue, to RKBB."
The audit also found other irregularities related to payments and compensation to Kopke.
For example, he received a performance bonus of 20% of his salary for 2019. No other employee
received a bonus of more than 10%.
The audit also noted that both Kopke and former fair Executive Director Lori Cox made questionable
credit-card purchases related to meals, travel, fuel and other items.
The letter recommended that the State Fair "take immediate action to recover any funds that are found
to have been disbursed improperly."
It said that because the audit's findings point to the possible violation of state laws, they are being







forwarded to the Nebraska Attorney General, the Nebraska State Patrol and the Hall County Attorney.
The audit also recommended that the fair institute a number of changes, including better segregation of
duties among staff, better adherence to its own administrative procedures and making sure all
approved expenditures are supported by documentation.
In a statement, the fair board said it is working with its new executive director, Bill Ogg, to quickly and
thoroughly assess and implement the auditor's recommendations, as well as those from a recent
forensic investigation.
"The Nebraska State Fair Board is a proud community member and takes seriously any alleged financial
concerns within the organization. In recent months, the board has initiated several steps to ensure
accurate financial records and accountability, including initiating a financial audit, cooperating with the
state auditor and local authorities, and instituting financially sound policies and procedures," Smith said
in a news release. The board will continue to take steps to ensure our resources are spent wisely and for
the benefit of the Nebraska State Fair."
The fair's finances became an issue last fall after a disastrous 2019 fair that was plagued by heavy rain
and left the organization more than $1.5 million in the hole.
The board eventually laid off nearly half its staff and took out a $1.1 million line of credit with a local
bank, moves that have put its finances back on much more solid ground.
In March, Smith said an internal review of the fair's finances found suspicious activity, and the board at
the time alerted the Nebraska State Patrol and the Attorney General's Office. Neither of those agencies
has commented about any potential investigations.
Cox stepped down later that month and the board hired Ogg, who started last month.
By Matt Olberding
 


AP: Nebraska among 31 states now on NY, CT, NJ quarantine list
 
ALBANY, N.Y. — Residents from 31 states must now quarantine for 14 days when arriving in New York,
New Jersey and Connecticut, as dozens of states experience rising positive COVID-19 rates.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo acknowledged Tuesday that the quarantine is “imperfect,” but said the
quarantine could help protect the states against the risk of increased spread. The list of states no longer
includes Minnesota, but now includes Alaska, Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, North
Dakota, Nebraska, Virginia and Washington.
"The infection rate across the country is getting worse, not better,” Cuomo said in a conference call
with reporters.
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut last month issued a joint travel advisory that requires a 14-day
quarantine period for travelers from a list that now includes 31 states, including Texas and Florida,
where COVID-19 cases have spiked recently. The advisory includes states if their seven-day rolling
average of positive tests exceeds 10%, or if the number of positive cases exceeds 10 per 100,000
residents.
Cuomo has tried to get more travelers to comply with the order by instituting a $2,000 fine for affected
individuals who leave the airport without filling out a form that state officials plan to use to randomly
track travelers and ensure they’re following quarantine restrictions. Airport travelers who fail to fill out
the form face a hearing and an order requiring mandatory quarantine.
The governor initially said hotel clerks or business partners could alert officials about violations, and that
police officers who pull over out-of-state individuals for traffic infractions could enforce quarantine
rules. The Cuomo administration didn't immediately respond to a request for comment Tuesday about
how it’s enforcing the quarantine, including how many travelers have faced fines.
The governor's office said 724 COVID-19 patients were hospitalized Monday — a figure that's plunged







since peaking in mid-April but has declined at a much slower rate since late June. The percentage of
positive results has plateaued around 1% since mid-June, with 1.2% of 66,000 tests conducted Monday
coming back positive.
Cuomo's administration reports 25,058 patients who tested positive for COVID-19 have died in New
York hospitals and nursing homes, a figure that doesn't include 4,624 presumed deaths in New York City
and an unknown number statewide. New York has reported an average of 10 people with COVID-19
dying each day over the past week.
By Marina Villenueve
 


OWH Editorial: Let's not hurt others while we cheer for our sports teams
 
One positive effect of our racial reckoning spurred by the killing of George Floyd under the knee of a
police officer has been renewed attention toward treatment of Native Americans.
After years of resistance, the Washington Redskins will finally change their name, born of a denigrating
stereotype tied to white mythology about the Old West.
Mutual of Omaha will remove its iconic chief logo, which it says it meant as a symbol of strength and
respect.
“But we are still using a symbol from another culture that isn’t ours,” Mutual CEO James Blackledge told
The World-Herald’s Henry Cordes. “We don’t want to or need to appropriate that symbol … we want to
be part of the change that’s happening.”
He makes two really good points: Change is happening, and we don’t need that symbol. The latter is a
terrific yardstick for assessing the use of native names and imagery. Is this necessary?
In pro sports, which have broad influence because of the teams’ high profile, the Cleveland Indians
organization, which dropped its cartoonish Chief Wahoo logo in 2018, has indicated a name change is
likely.
“We recognize our unique place in the community,” the team said, “and are committed to listening,
learning and acting in the manner that can best unite and inspire our city.”
The Chicago Blackhawks and Atlanta Braves have said they are not considering a change. The Braves are
examining the silly and stereotype-driven tomahawk chop, a chant also used by Kansas City Chiefs fans.
The Super Bowl champion Chiefs, at the height of their popularity, have so far been silent.
Using Blackledge’s measure, we’re confident that Braves and Chiefs fans don’t need the chop. Both may
face corporate pressure, as the Redskins did, to go beyond chopping the chop to examine their name.
White people cannot fairly evaluate the impact of stereotypes and caricatures that might, to them,
seem either respectful or harmless.
We’ll let the National Congress of American Indians weigh in, from a 2014 statement:
“Born in an era when racism and bigotry were accepted by the dominant culture, ‘Indian’ sports brands
have grown to become multimillion-dollar franchises.
“The intolerance and harm promoted by these ‘Indian’ sports mascots, logos or symbols have very real
consequences for Native people … derogatory ‘Indian’ sports mascots have serious psychological, social
and cultural consequences for Native Americans, especially Native youth.”
Whoops, chants, even waving wigs to mock Native Americans have been documented in sports events
and hate crimes.
The legacy of George Floyd may be that the brazen disregard for his humanity as Derek Chauvin knelt on
his neck has caused deep introspection about not only attitudes toward people of color, but of
indifference toward others’ harmful attitudes.
If in cheering for a favorite team we have been indifferent to the pain caused by the team’s symbolism,
could we not enjoy a victory just as much if it doesn’t hurt a group of our fellow American citizens?
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OWH Editorial: Government has great power. It's good to identify the bounds of its
authority
 
Government figures and agencies don’t have unlimited power under our constitutional system. They
must operate within the boundaries set by law. That’s an enormously important principle. It sets
appropriate limits on governmental power, provides clarity and promotes accountability to the public.
Sometimes the proper bounds of authority aren’t clear up front, though. In those cases, legal
authorities must weigh in to explain what’s allowed under the law. The U.S. Supreme Court does this
regularly, deciding on the powers granted to regulatory agencies, Congress, state governments and the
courts.
In Nebraska, the state Attorney General’s Office recently provided important guidance in this way. It
issued an opinion about whether Gov. Pete Ricketts has the legal authority to distribute the federal
CARES Act money sent to the state to help address coronavirus-related needs.
State Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, requested the legal analysis,
pointing to uncertainties in relevant clauses in state law and in the Nebraska Constitution. Lathrop was
right to ask for clarity. The CARES Act funds to Nebraska total a huge sum — $1.1 billion. And even
regardless of that large figure, it’s important to know precisely what powers the law allows in
distributing such funds.
This year, states have taken differing approaches in deciding which branches of government have
authority to allocate the CARES Act money. In some cases, governors have taken the lead. That’s been
the case in Iowa and South Dakota. In Wyoming, the Legislature took on the task, holding a special
session. North Dakota distributed the money via an emergency committee headed by the governor and
including state lawmakers.
For Nebraska, a budget bill passed by the Legislature last year provides the central guidance, the
Attorney General’s Office said in its analysis. That legislation provides Ricketts the authority to distribute
the money. Lathrop says he accepts that finding.
Nailing down the specific limits on authority is crucial to ensuring responsible government. The
Nebraska Supreme Court declared in 2002, for example, that when state agencies create rules to
implement a statute, the rules must be “in harmony with its spirit and expressed legislative intent.”
Nebraska state senators cited that finding in 2005 when they approved legislation to create a process so
complaints can be filed with the Legislature over new regulations from agencies and commissions. The
bill was to ensure that state agencies do not step beyond lawmakers’ intentions, said the sponsor, then-
State Sen. Patrick Bourne of Omaha, who chaired the Judiciary Committee. State regulators, he
correctly told his colleagues, “make rules, not laws.” The U.S. Supreme Court has underscored that
same principle, saying federal regulations must be rooted in the statutory guidance provided by
Congress.
In these many ways, Americans are well served by knowing how far government power, bound by the
law, truly extends.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Legislature must be careful not to harm schools with its tax
decisions
 
Fennell is executive director of the Nebraska State Education Association; Dulaney, executive director of
the Nebraska Council of School Administrators; Spatz, executive director of the Nebraska Association of
School Boards. Six groups making up the Nebraska Education Collaboration signed this essay.
The challenge Nebraska’s public schools face during COVID-19 is unprecedented, and it is impossible to







overstate the difficulty of the decisions we must make about when and how to bring children and staff
back to school safely. What is clear is that schools need help. They need support to provide the personal
protective equipment necessary to keep children, teachers and staff safe. They need technology for
families who do not have Internet access or Wi-Fi- enabled devices. And they need additional pay for
substitute teachers to ensure the existing substitute shortage doesn’t turn into its own crisis.
What schools don’t need is another threat to their funding.
State legislators will soon debate Legislative Bill 1106, a bill that would, within three years, slash funding
to the school districts that educate more than 70% of Nebraska’s children and significantly hamstring
the ability of all school districts to manage their budgets. Even before COVID-19 closed school buildings
and suspended the legislative session, LB 1106 had no dedicated funding source. Instead, it relied on a
projected one-time state budget surplus. Before COVID-19, schools feared that under LB 1106, a
recession resulting in state budget cuts would prevent districts from keeping up with basic costs. The
recession schools feared has arrived, and LB 1106 should be considered a nonstarter.
There is a persistent misunderstanding by some policymakers and journalists that only large schools
oppose LB 1106. This, despite the fact that districts across the state have opposed it all year — urban
and rural, large and small —as have all state education associations representing teachers, school
boards, school administrators and urban, suburban and rural school districts.
These same policymakers say schools have a spending problem. The truth is, the state has a funding
problem. School spending has gone up more slowly than the state budget over the last 15 years, while
the state has fully funded its own school funding formula in only three of the last 17 years. Schools
already operate within strict state-mandated limits on how much property tax they can raise and on
how much they can spend to educate their students. For this reason, any alternative property tax
proposal that tightens local spending controls on schools is also a nonstarter.
A further misconception is that schools oppose property tax reform. Not true. Schools have supported
proposals to lower property taxes without harming school budgets in recent years — all of them
rejected by the Revenue and Education Committees. For years, schools have called for a study of the
school funding formula with input from national experts and Nebraska stakeholders. When TEEOSA was
adopted in 1990, it was the result of years of research, hard work, input and compromise. LB 1106
would make significant and long-lasting changes to how we fund our public schools without consulting
experts, without gathering necessary input from stakeholders and districts.
Maybe some are reluctant to study school finance because they think they know the answer: Property
taxes are too high. But it is the answer to the wrong question. The right question is: How do we lower
property taxes while maintaining Nebraska’s tradition of public school excellence and protecting local
control of tax dollars? That’s a question that can only be answered by conducting a thorough study of
school finance for the first time in more than 30 years.
School districts and education associations stand ready to work with policymakers. We agree property
tax reform is important and that it is also a complicated issue that won’t be solved by a single
policymaker without educators at the table. Amidst this global pandemic, educators need more support,
not less, to ensure the safety and well-being of Nebraska’s children. No issue is more important than
that.
By Maddie Fennell, Mike Dulaney and John Spatz
 


LJS Editorial, 7/22: Lincoln mask mandate makes sense in many ways
 
Believe it or not, it is possible to agree with two seemingly opposite stances on face masks and their role
in containing the spread of a runaway virus. 
Agreement isn't mutually exclusive, but it becomes more difficult in these politically polarized times,







when party affiliation carries too much sway in coloring public opinion, while distorting what's best for
the population.
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird issued a mask mandate on Friday -- an aggressive attempt at
suppressing the coronavirus' spread through the city. Her action was met with criticism from Gov. Pete
Ricketts, whose approach to the virus has been mitigation to keep a health system from becoming
overrun.
We don't disagree with either philosophy. 
Ricketts says he believes face masks serve a purpose in curbing the spread of the coronavirus, but adds
it is wrong to "bring the heavy hand of the government to tell people what to do."
That's a fair point, even if we overwhelmingly disagree with the suggestion of a potential lawsuit to stop
the mandate. Political posturing has no place here, Mr. Governor.
His belief that Nebraskans will choose to do the right thing is fueled by their actions over the last four
months when they did so -- without a mandate. 
However, it's in the same vein that we can also agree with Gaylor Baird's mandate, which requires face
coverings to be worn inside public buildings. 
"Our fate is up to us, and the time to act is now," Gaylor Baird said Friday.
She's right. The people of Lincoln have made immense sacrifices this spring by socially distancing,
sheltering in place and avoiding most forms of human interaction.
As businesses began to reopen in recent weeks -- slowly and as promised -- a small rise in the number of
cases ensued. It wasn't a huge spike like we're seeing elsewhere, but it was enough for concern.
"No one wants Lincoln to become the next Miami, Houston or Phoenix," she said.
We've sacrificed too much over the last five months to throw it all away. If a mask can help contain the
spread, then wearing one seems like a logical path.
Doing so is good for community health. It's good for the local economy and household budgets. Given
the prolonged illness and hospitalizations we see with this disease, we all want to keep health insurance
premiums down.
Small business owners fully understand what's at stake. Recent months of shutdown forced them to
consider the future of their shops, plants, restaurants and bars. Their financial lives are hanging in the
balance.
We trust that Ricketts and Gaylor Baird have them in mind as they move forward in leading Lincoln
through this crisis.
Despite their political differences, they're not as far apart as they want you to believe. We urge them to
what's best for the people, without the political noise.
We'll all be better off for it.
 


LJS Local View: Battling hunger and COVID
 
Whether it is the significant demand at the Food Bank of Lincoln or long lines at food pantries
elsewhere in our state, the images of people struggling to put food on the table are alarming reminders
of the vulnerability faced by millions of people across the U.S.
COVID-19 has upended the lives of millions of individuals and families already struggling to make ends
meet and many more who find themselves asking for help for the first time. Given the overwhelming
need, I embarked on a bipartisan effort to support a partnership between the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and nonprofits like United Way Worldwide (UWW) that provide last mile delivery of
critical food supplies to vulnerable Americans.
Hunger in America is skyrocketing. Feeding America estimates that 54 million people (one in six) could
face hunger this year, including 18 million children (one in four).







According to research by the Brookings Institution, 40% of households with mothers and children under
12 have reported household food insecurity since the onset of COVID-19. In approximately one in five of
such households, children are experiencing hunger “to an extent unprecedented in modern times.”
Demand at food banks has increased by an average of 70% compared to the same time last year, with
nearly 40% of customers having never used food banks before the pandemic.
Equally important is the fact that today’s food crisis is happening while there are ample food supplies in
the United States. USDA recently projected wheat production to be up 2% this year. Production of eggs
and milk is also expected to be higher than usual this year. Many Americans are going hungry not
because of a lack of food, but because disruptions to the food system have made delivering food to
those in need more challenging.
As a member of the Senate Agriculture Committee, I believe that it is imperative that USDA help ensure
that America’s food supply is accessible to those who need it the most.
This is why I support the Farmers to Families Food Program, which helps provide meat, dairy and
produce from America’s farmers and ranchers who themselves have seen markets shift as a result of
COVID-19. The difficultly is ensuring the prompt and safe delivery of these boxes of food to those who
are food insecure, especially the elderly, the sick, people with disabilities, caretakers of children and
low-income essential workers. This is also why nonprofit programs like the UWW Ride United program
are so important.
Through the support of philanthropic organizations like the Rockefeller Foundation and corporate
partners such as Albertson's and Safeway, UWW has expanded its Ride United program, which provides
transportation solutions for vulnerable communities. UWW has also enlisted DoorDash to provide fast
and safe food delivery to households by leveraging DoorDash’s data platform and fleet of delivery
workers to transport food from food pantries and food banks to clients who cannot leave their homes.
Thanks to this partnership, more than 330,000 meals have been delivered in eight U.S. cities. However,
this is just the start, and we need to scale up solutions like Ride United beyond those eight initial cities.
Nebraska’s own former USDA Secretary Mike Johanns and former USDA Secretary Dan Glickman have
endorsed the program. Their bipartisan advocacy in seeking funding for the Last Mile delivery program
underscores the importance of this cause.
Delivering food boxes to Americans – whether they are quarantining, sick, elderly, or caring for children
– is critical to ensuring access to healthy food.
No American should go hungry. During this time of crisis, it is important that Republicans and
Democrats come together to find innovative ways to care for citizens in need.
U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer is Nebraska’s senior senator and a member of the Senate Agriculture Committee.
 


AP: Trump changes his opinion on masks, says they 'have an impact'
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump sought to paint a rosier picture of the coronavirus for
the nation Tuesday but conceded that the pandemic is likely to get worse for a time as he revived his
daily briefings with an eye to halting a campaign season erosion of support as new cases spike across
the country.
"It will probably unfortunately get worse before it gets better," Trump said from the White House, but
he also touted a reduction in deaths and progress on vaccines and treatments for COVID-19, which
Trump referred to repeatedly as a the "China virus." He also continued his belated encouragement of
Americans to wear masks when social distancing is not possible, "Whether you like the mask or not,
they have an impact."
"I'm getting used to the mask," he said, pulling one out from his pocket, after months of suggesting that
mask-wearing was a political statement against him.







Little more than three months out from Election Day, Trump is hoping that the podium spotlight will
give him an edge against Democratic rival Joe Biden. He appeared at the White House solo, without the
medical experts or government supply experts he previously relied on to explain his government's
response to the public health emergency.
"The vaccines are coming, and they're coming a lot sooner than anybody thought possible," Trump
promised anew.
As early as next week, the first possible U.S. vaccine is set to begin final-stage testing in a study of
30,000 people to see if it really is safe and effective. A few other vaccines have begun smaller latestage
studies in other countries, and in the U.S. a series of huge studies are planned to start each month
through fall in hopes of, eventually, having several vac- cines to use. Already, people can start signing up
to volunteer for the different studies.
Health authorities warn that there's no guarantee - it's not unusual for vaccines to fail during this critical
testing step. But vaccine makers and health officials are hopeful that at least one vaccine could prove to
work by year'send.
Trump also acknowledged bipartisan criticism of delays in processing testing results, saying his
administration was working on the problem.
"We'll be able to get those numbers down," Trump said, saying his administration was working to
improve the availability of rapid, point-of-care tests like those used to protect him at the White House.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation's top infectious disease expert, told NPR Tuesday that he was glad Trump
has begun to promote mask-wearing.
"If we, during those conferences, come out and have consistent, clear, noncontradictory messages, I
believe it will be very helpful in getting people on the track of knowing the direction that we need to go
to get this pandemic under control," he said.
Biden, for his part Tuesday, launched into criticism of Trump as he outlined the latest plank of his
economic recovery plan, charging that Trump "failed his most important test as an American president:
the duty to care for you, for all of us."
"He's quit on you, he's quit on this country," Biden said in a speech in Delaware.
There was no shortage of advice on how Trump should comport himself.
Earlier Tuesday, former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, an occasional informal Trump adviser, said the
president should wear a mask to the briefing.
"That's what's going to convince people that he's serious about this," Gingrich said.
Trump did tweet a photo of himself in a face mask Monday, calling it an act of patriotism, after months
of resistance to being publicly seen in a face covering.
Trump's daily turns in the White House briefing room largely ended in late April after the president's
widely derided suggestion that injecting toxic disinfectant could help treat the coronavirus. The
comment prompted widespread medical warnings against the potentially deadly move.
 


Bloomberg: CDC estimates that infections greatly exceed reported cases
 
Far more people were infected with the novel coronavirus than previously reported in several corners
of the U.S., according to data released Tuesday by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The agency conducted a survey looking at antibodies to the virus in 10 U.S. regions. It found prevalence
was highly variable from one region to the next, but far higher than the reported number of cases
across the board. The presence of antibodies in the blood is evidence that a person's body had mounted
an immune response to the coronavirus.
In the New York City metropolitan area, for example, the CDC estimated based on samples collected in
March and April that 6.9% of the population had contracted the virus, a level that would be equivalent







to at least 12 times the number of reported cases. In the San Francisco Bay Area, samples collected in
April showed a far smaller percentage of people contracted the virus, at 1%. But that was still nine times
the reported case load in the region.
Assessing how many people have antibodies — what's known as seroprevalence — helps shed light on
how many infected people either didn't show signs of the virus, or didn't have serious enough
symptoms to seek medical care. The data can help determine not only how widespread the virus is, but
also how deadly it is.
The CDC's study suggests the numbers of such people could be vast. But it also indicates that even the
hardest-hit locales are nowhere near the 60% infection level needed to establish so-called herd
immunity.
Many infected people don't develop symptoms, and the findings suggest a need for more testing to
contain the virus's spread.
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TV and Radio
10/11: Gov. Ricketts outlines Legislative session priority; why Nebraska didn’t have stay-at-home order
KNEB: (AUDIO) Ricketts Announces New Changes to COVID-19 Testing
NTV: Nebraska working to expand COVID-19 testing
KLKN: Another heated debate on Nebraska’s Legislative floor
NET: Property Tax, School Finance, Corporate Tax Incentives Debated As Lawmakers Await Fiscal
Forecast
KETV: 'We're all a little hot under the collar': Tempers, personal attacks flare-up in legislature
KETV: NSEA calls on Gov. Ricketts for more resources and clearer safety guidelines for school districts
KETV: 'There is a path that we can get there': Douglas County Board of Health President on mask
mandate
KMTV: NDOL working on plan to reduce wait times at job center
 
Governor
LJS: State teachers union asks Gov. Ricketts to support mask mandates
Scottsbluff SH: Some $185k available for workers displaced by virus at WNCC
NET: Test Nebraska Lab Will Nearly Double Capacity; Program Still Not Reaching Current Capacity
WJAG: Capacity of Test Nebraska lab being expanded
WOWT: Nebraska state senator criticizes COVID-19 signage in the Capitol
LJS: Palmtag moves to set the record straight in District 1 election
NCN: Ricketts Calls Chambers' Comments Hateful
KNEB: Legislature votes to halt changes in youth rehabilitation and treatment centers
GII: State delays move of girls from Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center at Kearney to Hastings
 
Coronavirus



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=9B1CE6BC2A9849868CA1CA7C71727533-KOPSA, RYAN

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9b1ce6bc2a9849868ca1ca7c71727533-Kopsa, Ryan

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=fb6c867cf2434a7dab6e2bf8a1bca6ed-Pinkerman,

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1011now.com%2F2020%2F07%2F23%2Fgov-ricketts-outlines-legislative-session-priority-why-nebraska-didnt-have-stay-at-home-order%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134877724&sdata=i5qT3LjZQJew41ms7zSYOOOMBDep0eImHxwNXU0EGAw%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkneb.com%2Fregional-news%2Faudio-ricketts-announces-new-changes-to-covid-19-testing%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134877724&sdata=fdKgwoXQxxABhrgnBKMK6iXKzXHAL%2BYlsoLmw7VcVV4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.tv%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fnebraska-working-to-expand-covid-19-testing&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134887681&sdata=tkEeJBaC0Gg%2BC3zDYrw%2BxqmM6QWVZTfgIonGuqldH7Q%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.klkntv.com%2Fanother-heated-debate-on-nebraskas-legislative-floor%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134887681&sdata=wiixM%2F9fEYsf%2BHdWSzPyOxfm7PlzgQRFyRIfVUydv14%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnetnebraska.org%2Farticle%2Fnews%2F1228956%2Fproperty-tax-school-finance-corporate-tax-incentives-debated-lawmakers-await&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134887681&sdata=ZC5QD3N1L270Bq4kpLi0vWzq%2FNd2RoxeoiQl%2BYfmbOo%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnetnebraska.org%2Farticle%2Fnews%2F1228956%2Fproperty-tax-school-finance-corporate-tax-incentives-debated-lawmakers-await&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134887681&sdata=ZC5QD3N1L270Bq4kpLi0vWzq%2FNd2RoxeoiQl%2BYfmbOo%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ketv.com%2Farticle%2Fwere-all-a-little-hot-under-the-collar-tempers-personal-attacks-flare-up-in-legislature%2F33397935&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134897636&sdata=Qoa84TV37%2BxQP3GzBRNdzPVXgs1UI5J1vfLvL2xlpr4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ketv.com%2Farticle%2Fnsea-calls-on-gov-ricketts-for-more-resources-and-clearer-safety-guidelines-for-school-districts%2F33396647&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134897636&sdata=f83B97c4Nox3ekY3YE62BwnrYOIJ11ACn2Cp7DAvf2I%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ketv.com%2Farticle%2Fthere-is-a-path-that-we-can-get-there-douglas-county-board-of-health-president-on-mask-mandate%2F33398299&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134907592&sdata=QiZgs%2BbLSENqrrsozngFlph7SsVnLBG7k2ZvNmhnpOQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ketv.com%2Farticle%2Fthere-is-a-path-that-we-can-get-there-douglas-county-board-of-health-president-on-mask-mandate%2F33398299&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134907592&sdata=QiZgs%2BbLSENqrrsozngFlph7SsVnLBG7k2ZvNmhnpOQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.3newsnow.com%2Fnews%2Finvestigations%2Fndol-working-on-plan-to-reduce-wait-times-at-job-center&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134907592&sdata=Q%2FPg3cuHA1p75mdAV%2B9schoL8KfzmzN%2BOFk%2F7iFKgD4%3D&reserved=0







AP: Nebraska sees surge in positive coronavirus cases this week
Kearney Hub: COVID-19 cases back on the rise in Two Rivers district
NTV: Risk dial moves up for South Heartland District Health Department
LJS: Lincoln reports second highest number of new coronavirus cases
NET: Health Director: Southwest Nebraskans "Are In Complete Denial" Of COVID-19 Pandemic
OWH: Experts: Nebraska must cut COVID-19 transmission rates for schools to open safely
 
Legislature
LJS: Legislature deadlocks on property taxes, business incentives
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers working toward compromise on property tax, tax incentive bills
AP: Property tax measure hits new roadblock in Nebraska
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers advance bill that would prohibit local bans on plastic bags
 
University
OWH: UNO and UNMC will lay off nine employees, let other positions go unfilled
 
State, Local and Regional
NET: Nebraska Ranks 4th In Census Responses So Far, But Some Rural Areas Lag
LJS: Conservationists reintroduce native mussels in Southeast Nebraska streams
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Nebraska is right to protect seniors from financial exploitation
OWH Midlands Voices: No, the Supreme Court didn't mandate public funding for private schools
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Community must help schools
2.       Half-time approach is wrong
3.       MIA-POW flag
4.       The message is easy to understand
5.       Hypocrisy on pardons


LJS Editorial, 7/23: Police grant offers Lincoln chance for improvement
LJS Local View: State must plan for changing climate
LJS Letters


1.       Spokesman has odd word choice
2.       Homes need more regulation


Scottsbluff SH LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Reader questions TestNebraska availability in Panhandle
 
National/Federal
OWH: Alisha Shelton's not likely to face Sasse this year, but that won't stop her in 2024
AP: Nebraska Senate hopeful who sent vulgar texts declines exit
AP: Outbreak at Iowa pork plant was larger than state reported
AP: GOP struggles to finalize virus relief as jobless benefit is about to expire
AP: More states make wearing masks mandatory
 


LJS: State teachers union asks Gov. Ricketts to support mask mandates
 
The state’s largest teachers union sent a letter to Gov. Pete Ricketts asking him to reconsider his
opposition to mask mandates, saying his unwillingness to support them is “irresponsible and a
dereliction of duty.”







The letter, dated Tuesday and signed by Nebraska State Education Association President Jenni Benson,
said teachers are eager to reconnect with students but cannot do so without appropriate health
measures in place.
“Trying to open schools without adequately protecting students and staff from COVID-19 will backfire. It
is putting livelihoods before lives. Platitudes and requests for compliance won’t keep our students safe,”
the letter said.
The NSEA represents about 28,000 teachers.
Ricketts, who has encouraged the use of face coverings, has said he is researching the legal authority
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylord Baird has to mandate masks, which she did last week in response to rising
COVID-19 cases. He has opposed mask mandates, and told county government officials if they mandate
masks in government buildings he will withhold federal pandemic relief funds.
But he also said at a recent briefing that he doesn't oppose the use of masks in school, and that the state
Department of Education is taking the lead in reopening schools safely.
Precautions, such as the partitions used for state legislators who reconvened this week, must be taken in
schools, the NSEA letter said, and Ricketts must provide sufficient funding to meet the PPE needs of
students and staff.
 Download PDF
Schools with high levels of community spread shouldn’t be compelled to reopen and need the
governor’s support, the letter said.
Families and school staff need the governor to ensure free and rapid testing upon discovery of a positive
case in classrooms and to support school districts’ decisions to suspend contact sports and other
extracurricular activities, the NSEA said.
By Margaret Reist
 


Scottsbluff SH: Some $185k available for workers displaced by virus at WNCC
 
During the Great Recession, enrollment at two-year colleges increased by about 33%, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau.
Now, as the Nebraska unemployment rate creeps upward, hundreds of scholarships are available for
workers displaced by the coronavirus at Western Nebraska Community College, or WNCC. College
officials geared the scholarships toward vocational training programs.
Gov. Pete Ricketts announced the Nebraska Workforce Retraining Initiative Grant, or WRI, on
Wednesday. He said the state had some $16 million from the CARES act designated for worker retraining
that had to be spent by the end of the year.
WNCC has about $185,000 in WRI funds intended for scholarships, which the state estimates will
average about $1,100 per student, according to Doug Madar, WNCC’s workforce development director.
Madar said the amount of money each student receives depends on the program they enrolled in,
among other criteria.
The scholarships were limited to students displaced by the COVID-19 closures and economic shrinkage,
whether they were laid-off, furloughed, working on temporary contracts or unable to find a job in
general, according to a WNCC spokeswoman. The scholarships were also limited to specific programs
including: Auto Body, Collision Repair, Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), Basic Nursing Assistant
(BNA), Medication Aide, Welding, Class A CDL, Electrician Apprenticeship, Computer Support Specialist,
and Heavy Equipment Operator - Skid Steer.
Madar said the college chose those programs because it felt students enrolled there had some of the
best chances to get a good-paying job after leaving the program. That, and it was what WNCC could offer
in the short timeframe the grant offers.
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“To basically be done spending the grant money by the end of the calendar year, and then to have all of
the training done by March of 2021, that’s pretty intense,” Madar said. “It came together really fast.”
Students who receive the scholarship will go through the office of Career Pathways & Advising Director
Tonya Hergenrader.
Hergenrader said that incoming students sometimes struggle with managing a career transition. She said
that typically looks like a student having to balance going to class and working the job they’re trying to
leave.
“In this case, most of these people coming in who qualify for this scholarship have been laid off or
furloughed or had a reduction in wages so it may not be as much of an issue for them,” Hergenrader
said.
For the incoming WRI scholarship recipients, Hergenrader said there were several options to help
manage additional financial burdens, including scholarships covering the gap between the WRI
scholarship and the remaining cost of attendance.
Hergenrader said her office also offers training for resumes creation, interview skills and employability
skills. They even have a few outfits students can borrow for an interview. Her office also helps
prospective students choose which program is the best fit for them.
Still, as the COVID-19 pandemic continues, the idea of getting a job might seem daunting.
“We’re hoping that this opportunity is coming just in time to give (prospective students) some hope, so
they can come in and know that there is light at the end of the tunnel,” she said.
The WRI application deadline is Sept. 1. Fall classes at WNCC begin Aug. 17.
By Justin Garcia
 


NET: Test Nebraska Lab Will Nearly Double Capacity; Program Still Not Reaching Current
Capacity
 
The lab that processes COVID-19 samples for the state’s testing program will expand and be able to
handle nearly twice as many tests each day.
Governor Pete Ricketts says the state is adding new equipment to the CHI St. Elizabeth lab in Lincoln that
will allow it to process 7,000 tests a day instead of the current 3,600 test capacity as part of the
TestNebraska program.
Ricketts says the expansion will help the state keep up with demand, including testing going on at
nursing homes across Nebraska.
"So you can anticipate as we get that capacity brought online we will be expanding the opportunities for
people to get scheduled to be able to do that testing," Ricketts said Tuesday. 
Last week, Test Nebraska averaged between 1,600 and 1,700 tests each day, according to chief medical
officer Dr. Gary Anthone.The program accounted for 52% of all tests in the state last week.
That's an improvement compared to June, during which the program averaged about 1,200 daily tests.
Test Nebraska has had the capacity to collect and process 3,000 samples per day since the end of May.
So far, about 94,000 tests have been given through Test Nebraska, and about 242,900 tests have been
conducted altogether. 
By Jack Williams and Becca Costello
 


WJAG: Capacity of Test Nebraska lab being expanded
 
LINCOLN - Since the inception of the Test Nebraska program, over 94,000 coronavirus tests have been
done in the state.
During a press conference at the Capitol Tuesday, Governor Pete Ricketts said they’re expanding the
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capacity of the Test Nebraska lab.
"We're working with Nomi Health to be able to purchase additional equipment. We'll take the capacity
that we have at our current lab that can process 3,600 test a day to now 7,000 tests per day. As we think
about the increasing need with schools this fall, that's another reason why we're expanding the
capacity."
Ricketts also said they’re transitioning from the National Guard conducting tests to health care providers.
Nebraska’s Chief Medical Officer Dr. Gary Anthone said they’re averaging 1,600 to 1,700 tests done per
day and that number is expected to increase once school begins.
For more information or to sign up visit TestNebraska.Com.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


WOWT: Nebraska state senator criticizes COVID-19 signage in the Capitol
 
OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) - Nebraska State Sen. Megan Hunt tweeted a riddle Wednesday morning that
sparked a social media debate — but shouldn’t have, according to the governor’s spokesman.
Hunt posted a photo of a sign hanging in the state capitol with information about how to “Keep
Nebraskans Healthy” and combat COVID-19.
The post sparked a conversation on Twitter about face masks.
Taylor Gage, who handles communications for Gov. Pete Ricketts, tweeted a reply, saying Hunt’s post
didn’t tell the whole story and “may have been framed to grab attention.”
Gage’s post included a short video that pans across the hall to a smaller sign, zooming in to show that
the second sign — with a headline requesting visitors to practice social distancing while in the Capitol —
states that “Masks are highly recommended.”
By Gina Dvorak
 


LJS: Palmtag moves to set the record straight in District 1 election
 
Janet Palmtag, the District 1 candidate at the center of intense legislative attention this week, said
Wednesday she is setting the record straight after deceptive mailers were sent by her own party. 
Palmtag, who is running for the Southeast Nebraska legislative seat against Sen. Julie Slama, is firing back
about the mailer, which went out in the spring but is still a hot topic. The mailer sent by the Nebraska
Republican Party said she sided with Lincoln liberals, atheists and radical extremists, which she says is
not true and a character assassination. 
She's sending out her own flyers to voters this week. 
One includes an apology from Dan Welch, Nebraska GOP chairman, for the party mailer. In that mailer,
the party tried to pair her with Sen. Ernie Chambers, who was pictured. She says she has never met or
spoken to Chambers, and he says the same.
That flyer has come up numerous times in his speeches on the floor of the Legislature this week, along
with comments he's made about Slama that she has called disgusting and vile. 
The other of Palmtag's flyers is an effort to set the record straight with voters that she is a strong
supporter of the Second Amendment, an anti-abortion Catholic, a lifelong conservative Republican and
has been an owner and operator of a successful small business for more than 30 years. 
It also says she is endorsed by Republican leaders including Congressman Jeff Fortenberry; former
Omaha Mayor, University of Nebraska Regent and four-term Congressman Hal Daub; and former Gov.
Dave Heineman. 
In an interview with the Journal Star on Wednesday, Palmtag said she hadn't paid a lot of attention to
the discussion about the flyer in the Legislature this week in which her name was evoked daily by Omaha
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Sen. Ernie Chambers. 
"I'm focusing on winning the election, which is taking a lot of time," Palmtag said. "I'm meeting with a lot
of people, anticipating that COVID could enter the picture aggressively again, so trying to get a lot
accomplished." 
She talked about the multiple negative flyers sent out by the Republican Party, which she has been a
member of for decades.
"The Slama campaign mailed this flyer to people in legislative District 1 and it basically attacked my faith
and my conservative values," Palmtag said. "They called me an atheist. I am a Catholic."
Another mailer said she was not pro-Second Amendment, also not true, she said. And another linked her
to Sen. Megan Hunt, who has said she is a progressive atheist, but whom Palmtag said she barely knows. 
"It was an unethical, misleading and outrageous example of lying in politics," she said. "It was very
disappointing."
Slama should not have allowed it, Palmtag said, but when she did, she should have taken responsibility
for it and apologized to the district voters and to Palmtag for that character assassination. 
When asked about that Wednesday, Slama said only that she remained focused on the real issues facing
her district, including property tax relief, broadband expansion and COVID-19 and flood recovery, and
would not talk about the flyer.
Palmtag said it was disturbing that Gov. Pete Ricketts said he supported the dishonest ad. She said she
has helped many politicians she believed in, and had worked on fundraisers as far back as Congressman
Doug Bereuter and as recent as campaigns for Fortenberry and U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer. 
"I have been contacted by many people in the GOP, saying they had no knowledge of those ads
whatsoever," she said. 
Palmtag said people in District 1 she talked to believed the ad and were surprised to learn she wasn't an
atheist, but instead is Catholic.
"We are focusing on the issues and trying to right the wrong," she said, "and get the truth out."
Palmtag said since a letter went out from Heineman and former U.S. Sen. and Gov. Bob Kerrey
supporting her, her fundraising has gone up.
"I have a lot of support coming my way," she said. 
Meanwhile this week, the Nebraska and Lancaster County Republican parties have called for the
expulsion of Chambers for comments about Slama they said were sexist and disgusting.
The Nebraska Constitution allows for senators to be expelled but provides no guidance about when or
how to do that, except to say it would take 33 votes.
Speaker Jim Scheer was unsure how it would even be done, and said senators instead were focused on
the work of the Legislature they have in front of them in the next 14 days.
By JoAnne Young
 


NCN: Ricketts Calls Chambers' Comments Hateful
 
LINCOLN – Gov. Pete Ricketts issued a statement Wednesday condemning what he calls hateful rhetoric
from state Sen. Ernie Chambers.
Ricketts: “For far too long, Senator Chambers’ hateful rhetoric has gone unchecked. It is beneath the
dignity of the Unicameral, and the citizen legislators who serve it. I condemn Ernie’s sexist slurs against
women and his disgraceful remarks towards law enforcement.”
The governor’s statement follows remarks attributed to Chambers on the floor of state Legislature on
Monday.
The Nebraska Young Republicans and State Sen. Julie Slama earlier condemned the remarks.
Sen. Slama of Peru said Chambers directed a hypothetical at her of being enslaved and raped.







Slama called Chambers’ comments about "fleshly favors" and other comments disgusting.
Omaha Young Republicans tweeted their agreement.
Young Republicans Tweet: “Sen. Chamber’ comments regarding our colleague have no place in Nebraska
politics or civil discourse. The statement that ambitious young females only achieve success through
“favors of the flesh” is cowardice and demeaning.
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/gov-ricketts-condemns-sen-chambers-hateful-rhetoric
https://twitter.com/SenatorSlama
By Dan Swanson
 


KNEB: Legislature votes to halt changes in youth rehabilitation and treatment centers
 
Lawmakers pushed back on a recent Department of Health and Human Services’ decision to close its
Geneva juvenile detention facility and move the girls living there to the Hastings Regional Center.
Senators voted on July 20 to advance LB1140 including two new amendments that deal with the state’s
youth rehabilitation and treatment centers. One amendment would postpone any transfer or closing of
state youth rehabilitation and treatment centers until March 2021 to have more time to finalize a plan
and require considerations from stakeholder input, taxpayer investment and communities involved in
the change.
The vote came on the first day of the summer session, which was the 44th day of the 2020 legislative
session. Due to COVID-19, senators were dismissed from the Legislature in early March.
Speaker Sen. Jim Scheer of Norfolk said that bills with a financial impact will have to be placed on hold
until the state’s revenue forecasting board meets on July 23. He wants to confirm there will be money
available in the budget before moving forward on those bills.
Scheer also expressed sympathy to lawmakers who have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. He
offered his condolences to Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha who lost his father to COVID-19 in New York.
Scheer reminded senators that decorum and courtesy are good things and to not take differences
personally during debate.
“Let’s get on with the people’s business and accomplish as much as we can,” Scheer said.
The Legislature’s Health and Human Service Committee introduced LB1140, which would change
provisions related to youth rehabilitation and treatment centers and placement of juveniles. These
changes include providing health care, medical services, programming, education, treatment and
recreation for each juvenile in YRTC care. There would also be policies in place to separate juveniles
based on gender.
The two LB1140 amendments, proposed by Sen. Sarah Howard of Omaha, were a rebuttal to a July 15
decision by Gov. Pete Ricketts’ administration to close the Geneva program and move all the girls living
there to a new facility in Hastings. All girls located in the Geneva and Kearney YRTCs would be sent to a
newly constructed building at the Hastings Regional Center that accommodates 24 girls. These changes
would fully separate boys and girls in the YRTC system.
The new Hastings Regional Center was originally supposed to be a chemical dependency program, but
now that program will be moved to the Whitehall YRTC campus in Lincoln.
“We appropriated $5 million for a chemical dependency program, not for a YRTC in Hastings,” Howard
said.
Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha said she felt blinded by Dannette Smith, the CEO of the State
Department of Health and Human Services, when Smith announced that female youths will be moved
from Geneva to Hastings Regional Center in October.
Sen. Lynne Walz of Fremont said DHHS sent out a notice to local government only four hours prior to a
press release being sent out.
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“A hasty move has many costs,” Walz said. “It’s how the lack of consideration and thoughtful planning
can negatively affect the lives of Nebraskans but also realize that the stakes and lack of planning is
something that costs our state big money.”
Sen. Matt Williams of Gothenburg encouraged senators to follow the experts on YRTC such as Howard
and members of the Health and Human Services Committee so that senators can better understand the
importance of the amendments.
“We need to take a step back and hit the pause button,” Williams said. “This can get out of control if we
don’t do this; decisions are being made without any input and without the oversight of the legislative
body.”
Another topic of debate was Sen. Julie Slama of Peru’s attack ad against state legislative candidate Janet
Palmtag for siding with “radical” Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha that many Republicans and Democrats
have called racist.
Chambers called for Slama to apologize not to him but to Palmtag. Other senators also called for Slama
to apologize for the ad, including Cavanaugh.
“If this isn’t who you are, stand up and say it isn’t who you are,” Cavanaugh said.
Slama said Chambers’ comments against her were sexist, and that she will continue to focus on the
issues important to Nebraskans.
“He can go after me, but I’m focused on the people of Nebraska,” Slama said.
In other legislative news, several bills were advanced to enrollment and review, including LB1166, a bill
introduced by Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon that would change school district membership requirements,
and LB1080, a bill introduced by Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha that would require school policies
prohibiting sexual contact between teachers and students and former students.
By Katie Anderson and Luna Stephens
 


GII: State delays move of girls from Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center at Kearney to
Hastings
 
Hastings leaders are applauding the Nebraska Legislature’s vote to delay moving girls from the Youth
Rehabilitation and Treatment Center at Kearney to Hastings until March 2021.
Hastings Mayor Corey Stutte said the vote to stall the move is good because there is need for strategic
planning before the YRTC program moves to the former Hastings Regional Center, which is currently
used for a chemical dependency program.
Stutte said Danette Smith, the CEO of the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, hosted a
meeting Tuesday to answer more questions from local leaders and community stakeholder.
A concern that Stutte hopes will be addressed by DHHS in the future is the fate of the current employees
who work for the dependency program in Hastings.
Stutte said the employees cannot be simply retrained for the YRTC program.
“We hope we can keep the chemical dependency program here in Hastings,” Stutte said. “The program
is what the buildings were made for and the program is successful.”
She said Smith and other DHHS staff members plan to visit Hastings in August to address concerns from
community leaders.
“We aren’t against the move, but there are a lot of questions that need to be answered,” Stutte said.
Hastings police Chief Adam Story said the delay gives Hastings and DHHS time to make sure things are
done correctly.
“There have been concerns raised by community stakeholders that need to be addressed and
answered,” Story said.
He said his goal is to work with the state as a community.







“The key to having success in a program is having community support,” Story.said.
It is important that the state and community work together as one team, he said, as opposed to the city
being told what is going to happen.
“There was back and forth dialogue,” Story said of the Tuesday meeting.
Currently, the former Hastings Regional Center is built as an unsecure drug facility, he said. That is a
concern raised by law enforcement and other community leaders if it were to host YRTC residents.
State Sen. Steve Halloran, who represents the Hastings area, said an amendment raised by state Sen.
Sara Howard of Omaha puts a hold on any YRTC moves until March 30, a deadline for the state to submit
a strategic plan on how to deal with troubled youths in the state.
“The amendment addressed the need for strategic planning,” Halloran said.
He said the amendment forces the DHHS to partner with the community and answer concerns from local
leaders and stakeholders.
“There are too many questions and not enough answers right now,” said Halloran, who said when the
initial plan to move the YRTC residents to Hastings was announced and released in the media, there was
no time to address crucial questions.
“This allows more time to address those questions, otherwise there would be no collaboration,” he said.
One concern Halloran raised is the buildings were constructed for a chemical dependency program, not
YRTC residents and programs.
He said the building’s security would need to be updated and security fencing would have to be put in
place before the facility would be ready for use by the YRTC.
“If the YRTC program is moved to the Hastings facility without security updates, the facility would be
destroyed like it was in Geneva,” Halloran said.
Another concern he addressed is the Legislature has appropriated $500,000 to repair and update the
center at Geneva, which would go unused if the program moves to Hastings.
The amendment gives the Legislature oversight through the Health and Human Services Committee,
which will study and approve final YRTC moves.
“Ultimately, my hope is that Hastings can keep the substance abuse program and the girls can move
back to Geneva,” Halloran said.
State lawmakers pushed back Monday on a recent decision by the Gov. Pete Ricketts administration to
close the youth rehabilitation center in Geneva and transfer the girls treated there to the former
regional center in Hastings.
“Unfortunately, HHS has hastily suggested another plan,” Howard said of the proposed closure. “This
was not the result of planning or consultation ... or consideration of the impact on communities.”
The state’s two Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Centers have been in turmoil for the past year after
housing units at the girls center in Geneva were found to have been vandalized and unusable. That
forced the transfer of the girls to the boys center in Kearney, the establishment of a center in Lincoln to
handle kids with the highest emotional needs, and $460,000 of repairs at the Geneva center.
Then, on July 15 — five days before the Legislature was set to reconvene and consider a package of bills
about youth rehabilitation services — DHHS announced plans to close the Geneva center, transfer girls
to the former Hastings Regional Center building and move the drug treatment center now at the building
in Hastings to Lincoln.
Lawmakers said that separating boys and girls was a good idea but that closing Geneva and relocating
the drug treatment unit would disrupt two successful programs and would be a waste of the $460,000
spent to fix up the Geneva campus.
Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte warned legislators about “micromanaging” the operation of the youth
treatment facilities, which are the responsibility of the executive branch. But Omaha Sen. Machaela
Cavanaugh said lawmakers have a proper “oversight” role after being “blindsided” by the proposed







changes.
Legislative Bill 1140 won second-round approval after Howard’s amendment was adopted. It was one of
a handful of bills dealing with the Youth Treatment and Rehabilitation Center that were advanced on
Monday.
By Carissa Soukup
 


AP: Nebraska sees surge in positive coronavirus cases this week
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska has seen a surge of people testing positive for coronavirus this week,
according to state health officials.
The state health department’s online virus tracker on Wednesday showed more than 600 new cases of
the virus since the beginning of the week, including 264 cases on Monday and 343 on Tuesday. The
state’s total stood at 23,190 by Wednesday. The site also shows nine COVID-19 deaths so far this week,
bringing the state’s total to 310 since the outbreak began.
The increases come as at least one Omaha-area health system reported a testing policy change in the
face of testing supply shortages. CHI Health announced Tuesday it would suspend its policy of testing
patients for the virus ahead of elective procedures.
The system said Abbott Laboratories, which manufactures the supplies CHI Health uses for coronavirus
testing, can’t meet current demand for the supplies and informed CHI that it would limit shipment of
those supplies over then next four to five weeks.
“By suspending pre-procedural tests, we are able to preserve tests for people experiencing symptoms in
the communities we serve,” CHI Health said in a news release.
CHI Health centers will continue to perform elective surgeries, despite the suspension in pre-procedure
testing.
 


Kearney Hub: COVID-19 cases back on the rise in Two Rivers district
 
KEARNEY — Two Rivers Public Health Department has reported 34 new cases of COVID-19 in its seven-
county region since Thursday. The cases are in Buffalo, Dawson, Phelps and Kearney counties.
Ten new cases were reported Tuesday by Two Rivers, including four in Buffalo County, four in Dawson
County, and one each in Phelps and Kearney counties, according to Christine Fankhauser, emergency
response coordinator for Two Rivers.
Ten new cases also were reported Monday: four in Buffalo County and two cases each in Dawson,
Phelps, and Kearney counties.
During the weekend, 14 new cases were confirmed: eight in Buffalo County, five in Dawson County and
one in Phelps County.
Dawson County’s 11 new cases raised its overall total to 891, the most in the Two Rivers region.
Buffalo County has tallied 246 cases since record-keeping began March 20, according to the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services.
Phelps County’s four new cases raise its total to 32, which is third highest in the Two Rivers area. Kearney
County’s new cases put its current total at 21, the fourth highest.
No new cases were reported in Two Rivers’ three other counties: Franklin, Gosper and Harlan. Franklin
and Gosper counties have recorded eight and 13 cases, respectively, while Harlan County has confirmed
just one.
 


NTV: Risk dial moves up for South Heartland District Health Department
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“The needle on the risk dial moved up from 1.7 last week to 1.9 this week, which moves our district to
the top of the “moderate” risk level,” said SHDHD executive director Michele Bever.
“There are several reasons for the shift up from the previous week,” Bever said. “The weekly positivity
rate for last week increased from 4.4% to 7.5%, continuing an upward trend that we’ve seen in four of
the past five weeks since our lowest rate of 0.7% the week of June 7-13. In addition, we saw 19 new
cases last week, which was a 27% increase over the number of new cases the previous week.”
Bever said that the number of close contacts per positive case had improved over the previous week.
However, the time it took for test results to come back had increased, and the ICU bed availability in the
health district decreased compared to the previous week. “In addition, social distancing and use of cloth
face coverings in public are not widespread practices. All of these contribute to a rise in the overall risk
level,” she said.
Bever emphasized key prevention actions to reduce the spread of COVID-19: staying at home if we have
any symptoms, even mild symptoms that are consistent with COVID-19; keeping six feet between
ourselves and others; wearing a face covering as a barrier to keep our germs from spreading to others,
especially when we are unable to be physically distanced; washing our hands frequently with soap and
water; and cleaning and disinfecting any frequently-touched surfaces.
The levels of risk for COVID-19 spread -- low (green), moderate (yellow), elevated (orange) and severe
(red) – are determined using a variety of indicators, including overall positivity rate, weekly positivity
rate, trend in number of cases, health system capacity, ability to trace contacts, average number of
contacts per case, availability of COVID-19 testing, and availability of vaccine. The risk level also takes
into account other factors, such as compliance to social distancing requirements and use of face
coverings in public settings.
South Heartland District case counts and trends can be found on SHDHD’s dashboard of local COVID-19
case statistics. This dashboard, along with updates, guidance, news releases and other COVID-19
information and links can be found on the SHDHD website: www.southheartlandhealth.org. The
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) provides daily updates to Nebraska's
coronavirus COVID-19 cases on their Data Dashboard at http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.
 


LJS: Lincoln reports second highest number of new coronavirus cases
 
Lincoln reported 80 new COVID-19 cases Wednesday, marking the second highest single-day count since
May, according to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.
The new cases bring Lancaster County’s total to 2,597. The total number of deaths remains at 14.
“Today’s significant case load urgently reminds us all to do our part to prevent the spread of the virus,”
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said in a statement.
While new cases are up significantly, few are requiring hospitalization. On Wednesday, a total of 19
people were hospitalized with COVID-19 in Lincoln, with 15 of those patients from Lancaster County.
The number of confirmed recoveries in Lancaster County jumped from 869 to 930, officials said.
Statewide, one new coronavirus-related death was reported Wednesday, raising the total death count to
311. There were 23,486 total COVID-19 cases as of Wednesday night. 
Late Tuesday, a release from the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services said a 33rd staff member
had tested positive for COVID-19. The employee works at the Nebraska State Penitentiary in Lincoln and
is self-isolating at home.
According to a release, 21 of those 33 employees have recovered from COVID-19.
By Sofia Saric
 


NET: Health Director: Southwest Nebraskans "Are In Complete Denial" Of COVID-19







Pandemic
 
The head of a health district in southwest Nebraska says she’s frustrated with the lack of social
distancing compliance in the nine county area.
Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department Director Myra Stoney says they’ve seen 22 COVID-19
cases over the past week, almost double the number reported over the previous three months. 
"I think the people of southwest Nebraska are in complete denial that there is a pandemic," Stoney said.
She says some residents are ignoring social distancing guidelines and aren’t wearing face coverings in
public places.
Stoney says her department is doing what it can to educate residents about the dangers of COVID-19,
but that doesn’t always work.
"It's been frustrating when people read non-credible sources that they saw on Facebook or wherever
they came up with it, and they want to badmouth what we know is working in our community," she said.
"It's extremely frustrating." 
There have been a total of 49 cases of COVID-19 in the nine county area and one death.
Cases are also trending up statewide, with an average of 210 new cases per day over the past seven
days. 
By Jack Williams
 


OWH: Experts: Nebraska must cut COVID-19 transmission rates for schools to open safely
 
Safely opening schools in Nebraska cities with elevated COVID-19 levels will depend heavily on lowering
viral transmission rates, local health experts say.
Nebraska as a whole, and the Omaha and Lincoln areas specifically, have seen recent upticks in COVID-
19 cases.
In fact, daily case counts are high enough in Omaha, Lincoln and some other spots that a team from the
University of Nebraska Medical Center said that bringing middle and high school students back into
packed school buildings could lead to increased disease transmission.
“If we reopen in a way that is not allowing adequate social distancing of those students, then there’s a
strong likelihood we’ll see cases and transmission among children that will ultimately impact a greater
proportion of adults in the communities,” said John Lowe, UNMC’s assistant vice chancellor for health
security training and education.
Lowe’s team is offering site visits to help schools to determine what protocols and procedures will
maximize safety. Earlier in the pandemic, the team did the same for meatpacking plants and nursing
homes.
Many schools already plan to require masks and keep kids apart as much as possible. Officials with the
Omaha Public Schools, for instance, plan to open with a 3-2 schedule that will have students attending
three days a week one week and two days the next. The schedule will essentially cut in half the number
of students in buildings at a given time and provide added space for social distancing.
But Dr. Ali Khan, dean of UNMC’s College of Public Health and another team member, said nothing will
protect kids from in-school transmission of the virus more than lowering the transmission rate in
communities where it remains uncontrolled.
“The No. 1 thing we can do to protect our children is to decrease transmission in our communities,”
Khan said.
The concern is the disease, once seeded, can spread undetected, given the virus’s long incubation period
and the time it takes for people to develop symptoms and get tested. Some people don’t ever develop
symptoms.
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If there’s a lot of viral spread, Lowe said, it will challenge public health departments’ ability to quickly get
people who test positive into isolation and trace and quarantine their high-risk contacts.
When the Nebraska Department of Education released draft guidance on reopening schools last week, it
included a color-coded scale of risk levels based on local infection rates, hospital capacity and other
factors intended to guide shutdown decisions and health protocols.
What it didn’t include were numeric thresholds that indicate whether and how schools should reopen in
a given community or signal how many cases should trigger a shutdown of all or a portion of a school
district.
Lowe noted that local public health departments across the state have adopted various risk dials. But the
graphic representations were developed to inform reopening communities, particularly businesses, not
necessarily to guide schools.
Instead, school districts are advised to work with their local health departments. Those departments
now are working to determine whether their risk dials will work for schools or a new risk assessment is
needed.
That local input is important, Lowe said, because some communities have recorded few if any cases and
have schools with plenty of room to distance students. As of Tuesday, 24 of Nebraska’s 93 counties had
not had a case of COVID-19 in the preceding 14 days.
Meanwhile, Khan said, the public health college has developed recommended thresholds, based on an
examination of the transmission rates and experiences of 15 countries that have reopened schools.
The thresholds recommend that schools in communities with between 25 and 50 new cases per million
people per day (on a seven-day rolling average) consider reopening on a hybrid basis, with masks,
physical distancing and hand hygiene.
As of Tuesday, both Douglas and Lancaster Counties stood above the 50-case threshold, according to
tallies by the Partnership for a Healthy Lincoln.
Douglas County was reporting nearly 151 new cases a day per million people, based on a seven-day
rolling average. Lancaster County tallied almost 142 cases per million people over the same period. The
state as a whole on Tuesday stood at almost 109 new cases per million per day, based on a seven-day
rolling average.
Khan noted that the 25 to 50 threshold is still four to seven times the reopening threshold of many
European countries, which opened schools at rates of about 7 to 8 cases per million per day.
Communities with more than 50 cases per million per day should consider not sending kids back to
school, Khan said. But those with fewer than 5 cases per million per day or fewer can reopen with
greater latitude, he said, although he recommended that they continue with masking and hand hygiene
until the disease is eliminated.
Khan said the public health college recommends prioritizing getting kids in kindergarten though fifth or
sixth grade back in school because younger children are least likely to spread the virus and most likely to
benefit educationally. It’s also easier to keep them in small groups since they spend most of their school
day in one classroom with one teacher. A number of countries have opened in phases, starting with K-5
students.
Older students — those between ages 10 and 19 — can spread the virus at least as well as adults do, a
recent study from South Korea indicated. However, even that study left unanswered some questions
about how kids transmit COVID-19.
Dr. Bob Rauner, president of the Partnership for a Healthy Lincoln, said other groups use somewhat
higher case counts. But he said he’s “100 percent behind” what the UNMC experts are saying.
Rauner, a Lincoln physician who serves on the Lincoln school board, also noted that the reopening plan
the Lincoln district released Tuesday is a draft that will be updated every week.
In general, Nebraska school districts continue to review their options as more information becomes
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available, even as they get down to the wire for opening day. The Millard Public Schools, for instance,
announced Monday that the district would offer a fully remote learning option for any student, with no
medical reason required.
Khan said the public health college also recommends triggers for when schools should consider shutting
down: if a school has two cases a week or more than .5% of the school population is infected. Khan said
he expected the recommendations to be posted on UNMC’s website as soon as Thursday.
Decisions on closings, however, also would be made in consultation with local public health
departments, which are developing plans for how cases would be handled.
Lowe said team members recognize that it’s crucial to get kids back to school, so they are trying to sort
through factors that would help get kids back safely, even given higher rates of transmission in some
communities.
Some districts already have upgraded filters in air-handling systems and increased the ratio of fresh air
coming into buildings.
Schools will be relying on not just one measure but all of the layered interventions together. The goal is
to operate with some level of consistency.
“Coming up with strategies that are really clear,” Lowe said, “will help us be in a situation where it’s not a
day-by-day decision — ‘Are we going to have school’ or ‘Are we going to shut it down.’ ”
By Julie Anderson
 


LJS: Legislature deadlocks on property taxes, business incentives
 
Deadlock in the Legislature.
A last-ditch effort to provide substantial property tax relief stalled on Wednesday, triggering a long-
threatened refusal to enact a new state business development tax incentives program to succeed the
plan that will expire at the end of the year.
After debate on the much-amended tax bill concluded with insufficient support available to overcome an
anticipated filibuster by its opponents, the bill's proponents trapped the business incentives package in a
similar position following extensive debate.
Neither measure was subjected to a vote.
In the wake of the deadlock, Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk said he will wait to see if proponents of the
two major proposals are able to negotiate some sort of compromise agreement to unlock the logjam
before considering whether to attempt to step in himself.
"I'll give them a chance to see where this leads," Scheer said during an interview after action on the two
major proposals came to a halt.
"It certainly behooves the body to put something together," he said.  
"But I'm a realist," Scheer said, recognizing that may not occur. 
Time will be a factor since the coronavirus-interrupted legislative session has only 14 working days
remaining and is scheduled to adjourn on Aug. 13, and there is no obvious pathway to a negotiated
compromise.
Wednesday's lengthy debate on both issues demonstrated a predominantly rural-urban fissure on
property tax reform that is tied to changes in state aid to public schools.
Rural senators had signaled earlier this session that they were prepared to take the business tax
incentives proposal hostage if senators did not agree on a substantial property tax reduction plan.
The property tax proposal, which came in the form of an amended LB1106 after the Revenue
Committee's original proposal, LB974, had been blocked on the floor, would reduce local property tax
valuations and increase state aid to schools.  
The result would provide $520 million in additional state aid distributed over three years.  







The tax valuation of agricultural land would be decreased from 75% to 55% of actual value, while the
valuation of residential and commercial property would drop from 100% to 87% over three years.
The bill would impose a 2% lid on annual spending growth by individual school districts.
"We have a crisis in Nebraska because of our K-12 education's over-reliance on property taxes," Revenue
Chairwoman Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn said. 
Sen. Tom Briese of Albion said Nebraska is in the midst of "a property tax crisis" with taxes having
reached an unreasonable and unsustainable level.
Sen. John McCollister of Omaha said the proposal would be "a step backward" and it is opposed by every
school organization in the state.
Sen. Kate Bolz of Lincoln said she wants to be sure that schools with high needs are able to "get the
resources they need to succeed."
Sen. John Stinner of Gering, chairman of the Appropriations Committee, took exception to news media
suggestions that the Legislature has not sufficiently prioritized property tax relief.
The state currently provides $275 million in property tax relief, and that is the fourth largest item in the
state budget, he said.
"Even in tough times we prioritized property tax relief," Stinner said.  
Briese, a leader in tying the fate of property tax relief and business tax incentives together as "a package
deal," said $275 million is 6% of property taxes levied "and that's not a lot to brag about."
Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln suggested that "we don't have the revenue to do this in a fiscally
responsible or sensible way," although there may be options for additional revenue available if
Nebraskans decide to legalize medical marijuana or casino gaming when they vote on ballot issues in
November.
In debate on adoption of a new business development tax incentives proposal, Sen. Mark Kolterman of
Seward, sponsor of LB720, said "it is critical to send this message to decision-makers" as the current
Nebraska Advantage plan comes to a halt at the end of the year.
"We need to figure out a compromise where everybody gets something," Linehan said.
Briese questioned whether the tax incentive package is "a good investment for our taxpayers" and
whether business development investments would have occurred without an incentive program.
Stinner said business tax incentives are "about revenue growth."
"I have voted for every property tax reduction," he said. "We should have both."
Included in the business incentive package is support for a proposed $2.6 billion mega-project that
would locate a new federal disaster response facility at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in
Omaha.
That proposal would require a $300 million state funding commitment that would be matched by $300
million in private-sector donations.  
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers working toward compromise on property tax, tax incentive bills
 
LINCOLN — State lawmakers debated the two biggest issues of the 2020 session on Wednesday, but
neither the property tax relief bill nor the proposal to update the state’s tax incentives for business
growth has advanced — yet.
The two proposals had been billed as being intertwined — both needing to pass this year — but at least
one senator suggested that the property tax proposal was headed for an impasse and the tax incentive
bill, coveted by the state’s business community, might have to go it alone.
“If that horse can’t finish the race, we need to saddle up a horse that can finish the race,” said State Sen.
Matt Williams of Gothenburg, a banker who says tax breaks have put his hometown on a “trajectory of







success.”
But two key senators, Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, the main author of the property tax bill, and Mark
Kolterman of Seward, the main sponsor of the business incentive proposal, both said that work on a so-
called “grand compromise” would begin tomorrow after a new forecast of state tax revenue — which
has been stung by COVID-19 — is released by the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory Board.
“We need to figure out a compromise where everybody gets something,” said Linehan, who, as chair of
the Revenue Committee, has guided a two-year effort to get property taxes reduced. “We’ll sit down
tomorrow and figure out what we can do with the money we have.”
Kolterman said he’s confident that a deal can be struck to pass both bills.
“There’s some alternatives being worked on,” he said, adding that property tax relief was just as
important as incentives for job growth and business expansion, known as the ImagiNE Act.
To bring back either bill for debate and put them on a path of passage, the sponsors would have to show
they have support of at least 33 of the 49 state senators, under a rule put in place by the speaker of the
Legislature. It didn’t appear that either had the magic 33 on Wednesday, but the ImagiNE Act, LB 720,
looked closer to that mark.
The ImagiNE Act, which is being pushed by the Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce and other state
business groups, would replace the Advantage Act, which expires at the end of the year. The Act would
provide between $100 million and $150 million in tax breaks a year in its first six years and has been
billed as improving the Advantage Act by providing incentives for creation of better-paying jobs ($16.10
an hour and up) that also offer health insurance and other benefits.
Another aspect of the bill would set aside $300 million in state funds as matching money for the massive
NEXT Project at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha, a proposed $2.6 billion national
center for response to pandemics and natural disasters.
“That’s a pretty good return on investment,” Kolterman said of the $300 million, which he said the state
would be foolish to turn down. If the project, expected to create 8,700 high-paying medical jobs, doesn’t
happen, no state money would be expended, he added.
LB 1106, the property tax measure, would boost state aid to K-12 schools by $500 million over three
years, replacing revenue from local property taxes, which would decrease by lowering valuations of
property that could be subject to taxes. The goal is to reduce property taxes paid for local education by
15%.
Backers said it was a reasonable solution to the state’s historically high property taxes, which, according
to the Tax Foundation, rank seventh highest in the nation.
“If everyday Nebraskans could vote on (property tax relief), it would pass overwhelmingly,” said Albion
Sen. Tom Briese.
The two issues set up a classic bout between legislative heavyweights. The state’s education community
unanimously opposes the property tax plan, but the state’s business and farm groups support it.
Meanwhile, the ImagiNE Act is a top priority for chambers of commerce, with farm groups maintaining
that property tax reductions are a much bigger issue.
A year ago, a group of mostly rural senators, upset over the lack of progress on property tax relief, led a
filibuster that stalled the ImagiNE Act. It was a rare setback for business interests in the 49-member
Legislature.
A group of rural senators, led by Bayard Sen. Steve Erdman, again voiced opposition to LB 720 on
Wednesday, saying Nebraska’s tax incentives are overly generous and tend to reward businesses that
would have added jobs anyway. Why, they asked, can tax breaks be so easily given for out-of-state
companies to relocate here, when the Legislature cannot grant property tax relief — after years of trying
— to those businesses and residents who already live and do business in Nebraska?
Omaha Sen. Brett Lindstrom urged his rural colleagues to not “hold hostage” the ImagiNE Act if the







property tax bill cannot win approval. Perhaps a compromise can be found, he said.
“Unfortunately, sometimes things don’t line up,” Lindstrom said.
It was urban senators who mostly led the opposition to the property tax plan, which school officials in
Omaha, Millard and Lincoln have said will reduce their funding.
“I believe we need to do something,” said State Sen. Wendy DeBoer of Bennington. “I don’t want to do it
on the backs of our children and their education.”
North Platte Sen. Mike Groene, one of the leading supporters of the property tax plan, said LB 1106
would be a major economic development boost, putting more dollars to spend in the pockets of farmers,
homeowners and businesses who pay high property taxes.
He and other backers of the bill pushed back against opposition from school groups, saying the measure
would not place unreasonable limits on local education spending but would provide new, per-pupil aid of
more than $2,000 per student after three years and allow school budgets to continue to grow.
“If you’re going to wait around for the educational community to support this, it will never happen,”
Groene said.
But Bellevue Sen. Sue Crawford said that when the Legislature passed a major bill to decrease property
taxes in the 1990s, LB 775, it was a much more inclusive process, with all stakeholders involved in
crafting the law.
“This is different than a collaborative process from the beginning,” Crawford said, saying that education
groups weren’t engaged.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Property tax measure hits new roadblock in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Attempts to lower Nebraska’s property taxes appeared to stumble yet again
Wednesday after some state lawmakers argued that the newest package could hurt local K-12 schools by
restricting their ability to tax.
Senators debated the bill for about three hours but ended up skipping over it without a vote, leaving its
prospects unclear. The only way it’s likely to return to the Legislature’s agenda now is if leading
supporters can show they have at least 33 votes to overcome a filibuster, a tall order given the
opposition to the bill.
“It appears to me that we are heading toward an impasse,” said Sen. Matt Williams, of Gothenburg. “If
that horse can’t finish the race, we need to saddle up a horse that can finish the race.”
The proposal would substantially boost state funding for Nebraska’s K-12 public schools, which are by far
the largest consumers of property tax revenue.
Farmers, ranchers and homeowners argue that rising property valuations have shifted an ever-larger
share of the cost onto their shoulders, especially in rural areas with huge swaths of agricultural land.
Increasing state aid is designed to ease that burden.
The bill would also tighten restrictions on how much revenue school districts can generate locally
through property taxes, drawing objections from school officials and teachers. School administrators
have said they don’t trust state officials to maintain their funding commitments, given the Legislature’s
history of belt-tightening to balance its budget in lean times.
“I don’t think we have the money for this bill, and the money has to come from somewhere,” said Sen.
Wendy DeBoer, of Bennington, who led the filibuster. “I care about property tax relief, but I’m not going
to do it on the backs of our students.”
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, who drafted the bill as chairwoman of the Legislature’s Revenue Committee, said
lawmakers need to pass it this year. She said home- and business owners in the state’s biggest cities are
starting to feel the pinch as well as their property values rise, leading to higher tax bills.







“If we do nothing, if we don’t address this, this problem gets worse and worse,” said Linehan, of Omaha.
Sen. Tom Briese, an Albion farmer, said property taxes continue to be the most pressing issue raised by
constituents in his overwhelmingly rural district, and he criticized fellow lawmakers for failing to pass the
bill.
“If everyday Nebraskans could vote on this, it would pass overwhelmingly,” he said. “But instead we’re
doing it, and we’re doing it with lobbyists and special interests in our ear.”
The bill faced uncertain prospects even before the coronavirus pandemic threatened the state budget,
leaving some lawmakers wary about spending more money.
By Grant Schulte
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers advance bill that would prohibit local bans on plastic bags
 
Senators voted 28-10 to add preemption language to Legislative Bill 632, introduced by State Sen. Dan
Hughes of Venango. The language bars counties and cities from attempting to regulate the use of plastic
bags or any other type of container.
Sen. Rob Clements of Elmwood called the preemption a “pro-business” step that would help businesses
keep expenses down. Businesses would benefit by not having to comply with a hodge-podge of local
ordinances, Hughes said.
But Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha said the proposal overrides local control and was written by an arm of
the plastic bag industry. The industry has been pushing similar laws around the country in response to
grassroots efforts to reduce plastic pollution.
Hunt noted that there are no local bans in Nebraska. Last year, Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert vetoed the
Omaha City Council’s effort to prohibit plastic bags at stores larger than 10,000 square feet.
Utilities, flood risks addressed.
The Natural Resources Committee made a “Christmas tree” out of LB 632 by hanging several bills on it,
including measures addressing utility cut-offs and flooding risks.
One measure would limit the fees that utilities can charge to disconnect or reconnect services and would
expand protection from disconnection for households with a disabled or ill member. Sen. Sue Crawford
of Bellevue introduced that language, which was drawn from her LB 933.
Another section of the bill, introduced by Sen. Bruce Bostelman of Brainard, would create a flood plan
development group. The group would be charged with helping the Department of Natural Resources
develop a statewide flood mitigation plan.
Floods have become a higher priority for the state after last year’s widespread damage.
Medicaid prescription coverage.
Medicaid would not be able to force people off psychiatric or anti-seizure medications that are working
well for them under a bill advanced to the second round of debate Wednesday.
LB 1052, introduced by Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln, would allow Medicaid recipients to stay on their
current antidepressant, anti-psychotic or anti-convulsant medications if their doctors deem the drugs
medically necessary.
Wishart said the bill takes aim at situations in which people are denied coverage for medications that
they have been taking and are forced to go onto something else.
She told of one man’s experience, in which he was denied coverage of a psychiatric drug that had been
keeping him stable and out of the hospital for several years.
The man ended up being hospitalized several times. Even after he was allowed to go back on the drug,
he had lost ground in his independence.
Tax incentives through time.
As lawmakers debated a new business tax incentive program, Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers shared copies
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of some of the amendments he offered in 1987 to the bill creating Nebraska’s first business tax incentive
program.
Fears that ConAgra Foods would move out of the state drove support for the program, known as LB 775.
Among the amendments Chambers offered was this: “The inscription on the north face of the Capitol
Building shall be corrected to declare: ‘ConAgra is the salvation of the State and its citizens.’ ”
(The actual inscription reads: The Salvation of the State is Watchfulness in the Citizen.)
He also proposed an amendment declaring May 19 as “Corporation Day in Nebraska,” during which “no
person shall wear a hat,” public schools would be closed and students would assemble near their schools
at noon and “chant five times in unison: ‘God bless corporations.’ ”
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: UNO and UNMC will lay off nine employees, let other positions go unfilled
 
A total of nine people have learned they will be laid off this year at the University of Nebraska at Omaha
and the University of Nebraska Medical Center, the institutions’ leaders said Wednesday.
Dr. Jeffrey Gold, chancellor of UNO and UNMC, said in a Zoom discussion with the UNO community that
63 jobs there will be affected by budget cuts.
But about a quarter of those are vacancies that will go unfilled and well over half of them are employees
who will simply be paid from a different source of money (such as federal grant money) than before.
Doug Ewald, vice chancellor for business, finance and business development at UNO and UNMC, said
after the Zoom session that six will be cut at UNO and three at UNMC. All have been notified, he said.
The NU system, including schools in Lincoln and Kearney, is working on a $43 million cut over the next
three years, about $6.3 million of which will be absorbed by UNO.
UNMC faces $6.6 million in cuts. The trims are largely related to the coronavirus pandemic’s negative
impact on the NU system and higher education in general.
Masks will be expected to be worn at UNO and UNMC, Ewald said, a point that Gold pounded home at
the beginning of his remarks to UNO.
“Wear a mask, wear a mask, wear a mask,” Gold said.
Gold spoke for about an hour about the UNO situation Wednesday afternoon after holding a similar
discussion with the UNMC community in the morning.
The $43 million will be attained by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s trimming 5.5% of its budget;
UNO and the University of Nebraska at Kearney 3.9%; and UNMC 2.9%.
Gold said UNO and UNMC planned for several scenarios, including 10% cuts. Ewald told the afternoon
virtual town hall meeting that the universities are “in a far better place now than we were” when 10%
slashes were considered.
The coronavirus has proven so unpredictable, though, that Gold said projections could be faulty. He said
UNO’s fall planning includes preparations for nearly normal campus activity and, on the other end,
classes provided completely online, as took place in the spring.
“There are two words that I have stricken from my vocabulary — always and never,” Gold said of dealing
with the pandemic.
As of this week, enrollment projections indicate UNO expects strong undergraduate and graduate
student enrollment. The numbers who have signed up are greater than at the same time last year.
Signing a contract doesn’t guarantee that a student will show up, though. Last fall, UNO enrolled about
15,150 students.
Ewald said at UNMC, a total of about 4,000 students are expected this fall, which would make it a fairly
typical enrollment. Last year, UNMC enrolled 4,055, a record for the institution.
Gold assured UNO that the administration is ready to take on the challenges of fall. He said: “I can



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Feducation%2Funiversity-of-nebraska-regents-call-for-43-million-in-cuts-amid-ongoing-budget-uncertainty%2Farticle_bd3acb8f-5f03-5fb6-b4dc-fbe684fe281c.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134957371&sdata=zBukJAmSt6i%2BYpO1zFBvzcYzDeO6dbF%2Bt4x%2FE%2F8%2BUN8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Feducation%2Funiversity-of-nebraska-regents-call-for-43-million-in-cuts-amid-ongoing-budget-uncertainty%2Farticle_bd3acb8f-5f03-5fb6-b4dc-fbe684fe281c.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134957371&sdata=zBukJAmSt6i%2BYpO1zFBvzcYzDeO6dbF%2Bt4x%2FE%2F8%2BUN8%3D&reserved=0





predict that we’re going to be as prepared as we can possibly be.”
By Rick Ruggles
 


NET: Nebraska Ranks 4th In Census Responses So Far, But Some Rural Areas Lag
 
Nebraska ranks fourth in the nation for the rate of households that have responded to the 2020 Census
so far. The Census Bureau will start sending workers door-to-door in less than two weeks.
About 68% of Nebraska households have responded to the census, either online, on paper, or by phone.
Only three states have a higher response rate: Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. Iowa is tied with
Nebraska for fourth.
David Drozd is a research coordinator at the Center for Public Affairs Research at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.
He says Upper Midwest states usually rank high for census response, partly because their populations
tend to be civic-minded.
"Very 'do your duty,' very religious, very volunteering," Drozd said. "And these kinds of factors go into
what dictates where the responses end up."
Lincoln has the highest response rate for cities with a population of at least 250,000.
Other parts of the state are lagging, especially in rural areas. Eighteen counties are at least 10% below
their response rate in the 2010 census.
Drozd says there’s still a lot of room for improvement statewide.
"Even within our urban areas where overall response is good, there are pockets where the hard-to-count
population still has a low response rate," Drozd said. 
Hard-to-count groups include college students, renters, racial and ethnic minorities, and immigrants.
Census officials look at the self-response rate closely and they want it to be as high as possible. Self-
reported data is more accurate, and it saves a lot of money and time when census workers don’t have to
knock on as many doors.
Nebraska’s self-response rate is about 3% lower than it was in 2010, but Drozd said there’s still time to
close that gap. The Census Bureau is sending out one final reminder by mail this week.
By Becca Costello
 


LJS: Conservationists reintroduce native mussels in Southeast Nebraska streams
 
BEATRICE — Carrying buckets and armed in waders and boots, a small team of conservationists arrived
at the banks of Cub Creek at Homestead National Monument of America on a hot Wednesday afternoon.
Far from a fishing expedition, they were on an adventure of a different kind.
Over the course of about an hour, staff members of Nebraska Game and Parks and the National Park
Service stocked about 1,000 freshwater mussels native to the water in hopes to see their populations
bounce back once again.
Half were fatmucket mussels; the other half were plain pocketbook. They have been growing at North
Platte Fish Hatchery for the past 26 months before being released into the wild to feed on algae and
detritus while filtering out E. coli.
Tracking censors about the size of a dime were attached to 100 mussels of each species, allowing
researchers to continue to count the population in a proximity sensor that resembles a gold metal
detector.
For Dean Rosenthal, Nebraska Game and Parks Fisheries Division administrator, it's a neat project to
restock native species back to where they historically found.
Nebraska had 20 to 30 types of mussels in the state's lakes and waterways before many were wiped out
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because of water quality issues and other environmental and human factors.
Joe Cassidy, a Game and Parks fish culture supervisor who is involved with the mussels project, said
mussels are an important piece of the ecosystem like any other piece of the puzzle.
"You can keep eliminating pieces of the puzzle, or you don't have a puzzle anymore," Cassidy said. "We
want to see little ones again, and we don't want to be the ones stocking them.
"But we want to put in moms and dads so four years down the road, we'll have natural reproduction,
and things will be back on course."
By Justin Wan
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska is right to protect seniors from financial exploitation
 
A sobering uncertainty hovers over every adult Nebraskan: There’s no guarantee that when we reach
our elderly years, we’ll be able to retain our full mental faculties or health and manage our personal
finances properly. Some seniors fall victim to outrageous scams. Others are bilked by guardians in whom
they placed their trust.
Vulnerable, too, are nonelderly residents coping with disabilities, mental health challenges, substance
abuse problems or other impairments.
The Nebraska Legislature this week gave final passage to a proposal that can help protect individuals
from financial abuse. Under Legislative Bill 909, the state will allow financial institutions to put a 30-day
hold on transactions reasonably deemed suspicious, including withdrawing or transferring money,
changing the owner of an account or changing beneficiaries. Financial institutions also could notify
someone close to the customer, such as a known family member or friend, a co-signer on the customer’s
account or a trustee.
The state should tread carefully in encroaching on an individual’s right to manage their money, of
course, but the threat from scammers has grown so severe that government action is appropriate. At
least 10 other states have passed similar laws.
“This is not a hypothetical situation,” said Theresa Heye, speaking on behalf of the Nebraska
Independent Community Bankers Association, during a legislative hearing on the bill. “This has been a
reoccurring problem.”
Mark Quandahl, director of the Nebraska Department of Banking and Finance, similarly described the
concern and voiced support for the bill.
Seniors are set to make up a growing portion of Nebraska’s population. The state’s population aged 65
and older has increased from 246,000 in 2010 to 324,000 now, heading toward 418,000 by 2030.
This new financial legislation builds on action the Legislature took in 2014 when it created the public
guardian program to help protect vulnerable Nebraskans against financial exploitation following a World-
Herald investigation. Among the examples The World-Herald found was a court-appointed guardian in
Omaha who took at least $350,000 from several wards.
Since 2014, the state has trained almost 5,000 court-appointed private guardians and helped more than
600 vulnerable Nebraskans.
The state is right to take such steps to protect seniors. With its latest action, the Legislature is building on
its determination to keep Nebraskans safe from financial exploitation.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: No, the Supreme Court didn't mandate public funding for private
schools
 
The writer is deputy executive director of Stand for Schools, a nonprofit dedicated to advancing public
education in Nebraska. He is an attorney who previously served as a nonprofit regulator in the Nebraska







Attorney General’s Office.
As the Nebraska Legislature reconvenes, some policymakers who support school privatization may feel
emboldened by the U.S. Supreme Court’s recent ruling on Espinoza v. Montana, but Nebraskans would
be wise not to replicate other states’ failed experiments of school vouchers or tax credit scholarships.
In 2015, the Montana Legislature established a tax credit scholarship program that would grant a tax
credit to anyone who donated to a “student scholarship organization,” which would then use those
funds to award scholarships to children for tuition at a private school. However, the Montana Supreme
Court found the vast majority of dollars went toward religious education in violation of their state
constitution, which, like Nebraska’s, prohibits any direct or indirect payment of state funds to religious
institutions, including schools. As a result, the Court eliminated the program.
But last month, the U.S. Supreme Court reversed that ruling in a 5-4 decision and concluded that once
Montana created the program, it could not, under the First Amendment, make a distinction between
religious or secular private schools. Writing for the majority, Chief Justice Roberts says, “A State need not
subsidize private education. But once a State decides to do so, it cannot disqualify some private schools
solely because they are religious.”
As is typical of the Roberts Court, the decision is more limited in its reach and scope than it first appears.
The majority opinion doesn’t say Montana’s constitutional provision prohibiting state aid to religious
institutions is unconstitutional. It doesn’t overturn prior precedent that states can withhold funding
certain types of religious instruction (Locke v. Davey, 2004). The most important sentence regarding the
case is straight from Roberts’ opinion: “A State need not subsidize private education.” In other words:
Just because states can create these programs doesn’t mean they should.
And that’s something we Nebraskans have long understood. There is good reason we are one of only a
handful of states without tax credit scholarships or other voucher schemes. We have excellent public
schools. We are fiscally responsible. We believe in accountability, transparency and public oversight of
our tax dollars. And we need only look to states that have adopted vouchers to know they do not
improve academic outcomes, and they worsen racial and socioeconomic segregation.
The abundance of research on these topics has not, however, stopped some policymakers. In Nebraska,
Legislative Bill 1202 would enact a program similar to the one in Montana. Of course, circumstances
have changed considerably since LB 1202 was first proposed. A global pandemic closed school buildings
and the State Capitol. Our legislators will return to a very different session than the one they left in
March. They will be surrounded by plastic barriers and masks — stark reminders of the ongoing threat of
COVID-19 that will be impossible to ignore. And instead of a once-projected surplus, senators will be
facing a significant reduction in revenue, budgetary shortfalls, dire economic forecasts and extremely
difficult decisions.
One decision that shouldn’t be hard for our leaders is to support Nebraska’s public schools. Diverting
hard-earned tax dollars and much-needed resources away from them via tax credit scholarships was
never a sound proposal, especially as our state’s schools have only been fully funded in three of the last
17 years. But now that we have endured the first months of this global pandemic and seen just how
essential our public schools are, we can surely agree it is the right time to prioritize pre-K-12 public
education and ensure Nebraska’s public schools have the resources they need to serve all children.
By Daniel Russell
 


LJS Editorial, 7/23: Police grant offers Lincoln chance for improvement
 
Lincoln will be getting 11 additional police officers next year now that Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird has
accepted a federal grant to fund five of those positions.
Local Black Lives Matter supporters had called for Gaylor Baird to reject the $625,000 grant. But last







week, she said she would accept the federal funds to bolster Lincoln’s police force. Another six officers
who will be paid for by the salary of the city's former public safety director, a vacant position that will not
be filled.
Even with the ongoing concerns over policing in Lincoln that hit a flashpoint with the death of George
Floyd in Minneapolis, accepting the grant, thereby increasing the number of police officers, was simply
the right thing to do.
Lincoln has one of the smallest per-capita police departments in the country, and the new officers are
needed to parallel the city’s continuing growth, both in population and geography. And, importantly, the
new officers will allow the city to address growing issues of gun violence -- the point of the grant
application.
Once the recruits, who will be hired in January complete police academy and field training requirements,
which take more than a year, the new officers will allow the department to dedicate veteran officers to
gun crime investigations
That, according to Chief Jeff Bliemeister, will also include reviewing handgun purchase permits to keep
guns away from people barred from possessing, preventing illegal gun sales, ramping up ballistic
investigations to solve crimes, boosting threat assessment and collaboration with businesses and
community groups to increase gun safety education.
But the new officers also must come into a department that is operating with renewed attention to the
treatment of minority communities, a process that, for them, starts with intensive implicit violence
training.
Reforms, such as the banning of chokeholds, need to be implemented and police accountability -- as
envisioned by the Hold Cops Accountable initiative -- needs to be taken seriously and made public
They should also be joining a department that is primarily doing law enforcement work rather than
mental health interventions and other similar activities police are now called to do.
To that end, Gaylor Baird is proposing spending $150,000 in the upcoming city budget to pay for crisis
support, social services and make more mental health resources available in the city.
That is a good first step forward toward addressing some policing concerns. But more needs to be done -
- and Black Lives Matter supporters should continue to press for reforms and police community
cooperation.
Similarly, hiring the 11 new officers can also be a positive for Lincoln, if they’re providing additional
community safety in a reformed, community sensitive department.
 


LJS Local View: State must plan for changing climate
 
In April, I published an opinion piece ("A tale of two crises," April 14) that pointed out numerous
similarities between the current COVID-19 pandemic and the climate crisis that is looming today and in
the decades ahead.
There, I pointed to the need to plan for future crises, knowing that when confronted with a crisis — a
pandemic, a natural disaster or the climate crisis — the costs of inaction (lack of preparedness) are
always far greater than the costs of action (preparedness).
While the loss of human life as well as the economic costs and human suffering from COVID-19 continue
to mount, we wait anxiously for a vaccine. There is no vaccine for climate change. 
Given recent occurrences of extreme weather events locally, nationally and internationally and repeated
warnings from scientists, the need for planning and preparedness for the climate crisis has never been
more apparent. 
There has been a lack of a concerted effort by many political leaders to address these warnings,
including those in Nebraska.







I served as one of four authors of a University of Nebraska-Lincoln climate change report in 2014,
completed at the request of the Legislature. It examined the science of climate change, identified
projected changes in our climate by mid-century and beyond and the implications of these changes on
key sectors of Nebraska.
In 2015, I organized a series of eight sector-based roundtables that assembled more than 350
stakeholders from across the state to identify potential adaptation and mitigation measures to address
climate change. 
Nevertheless, the state’s leadership has not addressed the implications of our changing climate. Despite
repeated legislative attempts by then-Sen. Ken Haar and more recently by Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks to
initiate the development and implementation a climate action plan, no legislative action has occurred.
Nebraska remains poorly prepared for a future characterized by a warmer climate, including more
frequent and severe heat waves, droughts, floods and more variable and seasonal changes in
precipitation. These extreme events will cause even greater economic, environmental and social impacts
than Nebraska experienced in 2012 from a severe drought or the epic flooding in 2019 resulting in more
than $3.4 billion dollars in losses.
LB283 is on the agenda for the final days of this year’s legislative session. The bill proposes development
of a climate action plan for Nebraska, requesting $250,000 from the Petroleum Release Remedial Action
Cash Fund. Introduced by Pansing Brooks, LB283 is the priority bill of Sen. John McCollister, and it has
the full support of many organizations in the state. A 2020 survey by UNL’s Bureau of Sociological
Research found that seven in 10 Nebraskans believe climate change is real.  
Given the widespread acceptance of the reality of climate change, the next step is to prepare for current
and projected changes in climate. Climate change is a threat to Nebraska’s economy, the environment,
public health and racial justice. The state’s agriculturally based economy is especially vulnerable.
Proactive actions aimed at addressing that threat now are prudent, socially responsible and more cost
effective than inaction that ignores that threat. 
While climate change is a complex issue, its implications for Nebraska are real. There exist real solutions
to the climate crisis, but we must work together to identify and implement these solutions. A plan
developed with broad input from Nebraskans would develop solutions that best fit this state.  
An effective climate action plan will enable the state to diminish the negative impacts of climate change
while taking advantage of economic and societal opportunities associated with a changing climate. A
climate action plan will provide economic sectors and communities with the strategies and tools
necessary to take full advantage of the opportunities gained through proactive planning.
An outcome of this planning process will be the identification and adoption of strategies to attract new
businesses and investments to Nebraska, leading to the creation of substantial job opportunities to
retain and attract the human resources necessary in support of a more vibrant and sustainable economy,
one of the goals of Blueprint Nebraska.
We must plan for climate change by taking action now. Passage of LB283 will begin that process and set
the state on a course to address proactively our changing climate in a responsible manner. We can and
must prepare for this looming crisis.
It is time for the Legislature and the governor to provide leadership on this issue. Their constituents
demand that leadership. 
Donald Wilhite is the founding director of the National Drought Mitigation Center and professor and
director emeritus for the School of Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He is also a
member of the Nebraska Elder Climate Legacy group.
 


LJS: Spokesman has odd word choice
 







On July 11, both the Lincoln Journal Star ("Birthday card from Ricketts to Chambers returned to sender")
and Omaha World-Herald carried stories about State Sen. Ernie Chambers returning a birthday card
received from Gov. Pete Ricketts sent through the State Capitol interoffice mail.
The last paragraph of the story quotes Ricketts' spokesman Taylor Gage, saying, “The birthday cards are
a courtesy the governor does for state senators, their wives and fellow governors.” I was one of those
wives in 2004, and we were referred to as spouses since the members of the Nebraska Legislature are
both men and women. I find it revealing that the governor’s spokesperson’s response would imply state
senators are only men.
June Pederson, Lincoln
 


Scottsbluff SH LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Reader questions TestNebraska availability in
Panhandle
 
It’s been a long time since TestNebraska offered drive thru testing for COVID-19 in Scottsbluff.
Many of us living near Scottsbluff are not able to drive to other distance sites.
With cases on the rise, why aren’t we being given the opportunity anymore to be tested locally by
TestNebraska?
J.C. Gable
Scottsbluff
Editor’s Note: TestNebraska is now offering testing at Chadron and Scottsbluff hospitals.
Visit TestNebraska.com to complete an assessment and schedule testing.
 


OWH: Alisha Shelton's not likely to face Sasse this year, but that won't stop her in 2024
 
WASHINGTON — Alisha Shelton was 12 years old when her family left Staten Island for Nebraska, and
the girl from the big city wasn’t sure what to expect from her new home — she didn’t even know what a
cornfield looked like.
Before long, however, she was working on a detasseling crew and marveling at the warmth and
community spirit of her neighbors. Those early years in Nebraska helped shape the person she would
become.
“It was the basic foundation that has really built my personality and my work ethic,” Shelton said.
Now a 38-year-old Omaha mental health practitioner, Shelton finds herself in one of the weirder
Nebraska political campaigns in recent memory. Shelton was among the seven candidates seeking the
Democratic Senate nomination, but Omaha baker Chris Janicek won.
Since that May primary, however, the Nebraska Democratic Party has pulled its support of Janicek and
pushed him to withdraw over explicit comments he made about a staffer in a group text.
The party’s state central committee voted earlier this week to replace Janicek with Shelton — but that
will only happen if he agrees to step aside before a Sept. 1 deadline.
And Janicek has insisted he’s not going anywhere.
“Everyone should hear this and hear this now. I will be on the ballot come November 3rd,” Janicek said
in a press release this week. “If you won’t or can’t forgive me, then don’t vote for me.”
He brought up suggestions that he doesn’t stand a chance against incumbent Republican Sen. Ben Sasse
and noted that Democrats haven’t won a House or Senate race in a while.
“I am here working for a chance to serve the people of Nebraska and I will not give up,” Janicek said. “If
you would rather vote the way (party chair) Jane Kleeb tells you to, then that is your choice. I for one, say
it’s time for change. I want to help with that change. THAT’S why I will continue to run for United States
Senate.”
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If Janicek does not step aside by Sept. 1, party officials expect to instead push a write-in candidate but
have not indicated who that would be.
Shelton is barred from running as a write-in candidate because she lost in the primary. That means her
campaign is now in an odd position of pushing forward in the hopes that Janicek steps aside but also
knowing it all could evaporate in a few weeks if he does not.
In an interview, Shelton said Janicek’s refusal to withdraw is a distraction from important issues such as
the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak — a pandemic she says requires a united, bipartisan response.
“We need elected officials and legislators that are working to help represent us and make our lives easier
and make it more attainable to achieve the American dream,” Shelton said.
Shelton said she wants to run against Sasse in part because of their differences on health care policy —
his 2014 campaign was rooted in his opposition to the Affordable Care Act.
Shelton is past president of the Omaha alumnae chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. Kaylene
Page served as the group’s secretary with her and recalled how Shelton researched the way other
chapters conducted their business to improve the local organization. That included restructuring the
executive board, Page said.
She also recalled how Shelton brought into the conversation people who had something to contribute
but were tentative to speak up.
“Alisha is really good at being able to notice those people,” Page said. “It’s probably the therapist in her.”
Shelton knows her 2020 Senate campaign could come to an abrupt end Sept. 1, but she’s also looking
down the road.
“If Chris Janicek does not step down, I will be running for 2024 against Deb Fischer,” Shelton said.
By Joseph Morton
 


AP: Nebraska Senate hopeful who sent vulgar texts declines exit
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A Democratic U.S. Senate candidate in Nebraska doubled down Wednesday on his
promise to stay in the race, despite growing pressure to drop out after he sent sexually vulgar text
messages to a campaign staffer.
Chris Janicek said in a statement that he won’t withdraw from the race, and he blamed the state’s top
Democratic leaders for the party’s recent struggles to win statewide office in Republican-dominated
Nebraska. His comments came just days after the Nebraska Democratic Party endorsed one of Janicek’s
former primary opponents, Alisha Shelton, to try to unseat Republican U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse.
The endorsement won’t necessarily stop Janicek, however, because he already won the Democratic
nomination in May. State law doesn’t allow party officials to remove him from the ballot without his
consent.
“I am a proud Democrat,” Janicek said in a Facebook posting and email sent to local news outlets. “Now
is the time for you to realize that I am not going away.”
Janicek has faced widespread criticism and pressure to withdraw ever since a campaign worker revealed
the offensive text message to party officials and hired a lawyer.
The messages show that, after he won the nomination, Janicek wrote in a group text to campaign
workers that he had gotten into an argument with the female staffer. He then asked whether the
campaign should spend money on “getting her laid,” and made crude references to group sex. The
woman who was the target of his remarks was accidentally included on the text.
Janicek later admitted to sending the texts and said he repeatedly apologized to the woman. He has
argued that, because he’s openly gay, his comments shouldn’t count as sexual harassment.
Nebraska Democratic Party Chairwoman Jane Kleeb has repeatedly called on Janicek bow out of the race
and said the party won’t offer any of its resources to his campaign. Even before the scandal, Janicek, who
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owns an Omaha cupcake bakery, wasn’t likely to win because of the state’s GOP leanings.
Janicek criticized Kleeb’s management of the party, noting that the number of self-identified Democrats
in Nebraska has slipped to a record-low 29% of registered voters. He said the party is “drowning in debt”
and hasn’t won a governor’s race since Ben Nelson, who left office in 1999.
“When the party says they offer resources, I’d like to know what they are because our campaign hasn’t
seen any,” he said in the statement.
A Nebraska Democratic Party spokesman declined to respond to Janicek’s criticism, saying Kleeb stands
by her original statement calling for him to withdraw.
Janicek’s posting on Facebook drew a barrage of negative comments and calls for him to drop out of the
race so that Shelton can become the nominee.
By Grant Schulte
 


AP: Outbreak at Iowa pork plant was larger than state reported
 
IOWA CITY — The first confirmed coronavirus outbreak at an Iowa meatpacking plant was far more
severe than previously known, with more than twice as many workers becoming infected than the State
Department of Public Health told the public, newly released records show.
The department announced at a May 5 press conference that 221 employees at the Tyson Foods pork
processing plant in Columbus Junction had tested positive for COVID-19.
But days earlier, Tyson officials told Iowa workplace safety regulators during an inspection that 522 plant
employees had been infected to their knowledge, documents obtained through the open records law
show.
A dozen of the plant’s roughly 1,300 workers were believed to have been hospitalized by then, and two
died after contracting the virus, Tyson officials told the Iowa Occupational Safety and Health
Administration.
The discrepancy adds to mounting questions that the state health department faces about its handling
of public information during the pandemic. The department last week forced out its longtime
spokeswoman.
The agency has also faced criticism for seeking to charge thousands of dollars for open records requests
and for not routinely announcing outbreaks in workplaces, among other things. The department said it
has “gone above and beyond to provide up-to-date and comprehensive information” to the public.
Department spokeswoman Amy McCoy said the 221 case figure reflected the results of the
department’s testing and what it “could verify from our data systems” at the time.
Tyson spokesman Gary Mickelson said the number of infections announced by the state appeared to
reflect only the first round of testing at the plant and that additional testing had uncovered hundreds of
more cases.
But it’s unclear why the department would not have the full testing results that Tyson described to Iowa
OSHA. The department, along with county health officials, had conducted the mass testing of workers
weeks earlier.
Iowa OSHA opened an inquiry after seeing media reports that two workers had died from the virus and
inspected the plant on April 30.
“There were 522 positive COVID-19 cases to the best of the company’s knowledge,” the investigation
report says.
 


AP: GOP struggles to finalize virus relief as jobless benefit is about to expire
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Republicans and the White House reached tentative agreement for more



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Ffa83d2dd514c8e8d02f8fb1fc0ba315a&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134987233&sdata=06a4Y2BrRhsMWJhxoKkESMJQW%2Bp6%2BSiysie6ipBf30I%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Ffa83d2dd514c8e8d02f8fb1fc0ba315a&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134987233&sdata=06a4Y2BrRhsMWJhxoKkESMJQW%2Bp6%2BSiysie6ipBf30I%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2F575842733cf9495ebec140d7be247f38&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134997194&sdata=RW9rQhAr6HSwNVR2%2F2bWGnFhv1fnAx276DWgBlM86zQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiowacapitaldispatch.com%2F2020%2F07%2F16%2Ffee-for-accessing-public-health-emails-increases-to-almost-10000%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134997194&sdata=zMuBT%2Fw2CP0o9f%2FFPMTvvkgyDsQwiukBS6l6pVGzn8A%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.desmoinesregister.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2020%2F05%2F27%2Fiowa-wont-disclose-covid-19-outbreaks-businesses-unless-media-asks-kim-reynolds%2F5267413002%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cd2c8e8a39a0e4be1fb0108d82f0d73f5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637311082134997194&sdata=L7DHKzi%2Fuj6yOQ9AbY9lTanlPkN55CefkPt%2B7LPPrd4%3D&reserved=0





testing funds in the next COVID-19 relief package, but deep disagreements over the scope of the $1
trillion in federal aid remain ahead of Thursday's expected rollout.
Facing a GOP revolt, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell was preparing to roll out a "handful" of
COVID-19 aid bills instead of a single package, according to a top lawmaker involved in the negotiations.
A key holdup remains President Donald Trump's push for a payroll tax cut, according to a Republican
granted anonymity to discuss the private talks. Hardly any GOP senators support the idea. Instead,
McConnell and some Republicans prefer another round of direct $1,200 cash payments to Americans.
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the negotiators have agreed to an amount on direct payments,
but declined to share details.
The rest of the legislation is taking shape even as key Senate Republicans are rejecting the overall rescue,
which is almost certain to grow. There will be no new money for cash-strapped states and cities, which
are clamoring for funds, but theywill be provided with additional flexibility to tap existing aid funds.
Republicans propose giving$105billion tohelp schools reopen and $15 billion for child care centers to
create safe environments for youngsters during the pandemic.
The centerpiece of the GOP effort remains McConnell's liability shield to protect businesses, schools and
others from lawsuits related to COVID-19.
Still unresolved is how to phase out the $600 weekly unemployment benefit boost that is expiring,
starting Friday. Republicans appear to be settling on a $200 benefit that would ultimately be adjusted
according to state jobless benefits rates.
The breakthrough on testing money, though, was key after days of debate between Republicans and the
White House, showing a potential shift in the administration's thinking about the importance of tracking
the spread of the virus. Republicans wanted $25 billion but the Trump administration said the $9 billion
in unspent funds from a previous aid deal was sufficient. The two sides settled on adding $16 billion to
the unspent funds to reach $25 billion, senators said.
Despite deep differences among Republicans, McConnell is trying to push forward with what he calls a
"starting point" in negotiations with Democrats.
Exasperated Democrats warned the GOP infighting with Trump is delaying needed relief to Americans
during the crisis, with the U.S. pandemic death toll climbing past 142,000.
With millions out of work and a potential wave of evictions ahead, the severity of the prolonged virus
outbreak is testing Washington's ability to respond. Schools are delaying fall openings, states are
clamping down with new stay-home orders and the fallout is rippling through an economy teetering with
high unemployment and business uncertainty. A new AP-NORC poll shows very few Americans want full
school sessions without restrictions in the fall.
Democrats, who already approved House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's more sweeping $3 trillion package two
months ago, said time is running out for Trump and his GOP allies to act.
As Trump and his GOP allies are tangled over details, a stopgap measure may be needed to prevent the
unemployment benefits from being shutoff.
"We cannot allow there to be a cliff in unemployment insurance given we're still at about 11%
unemployment," said Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio.
Mnuchin and Meadows made it clear during a private meeting Tuesday with Pelosi and Schumer that the
White House was resisting Democratic proposals for new spending on virus testing, housing aid or
money for cash-strapped states, according to a person granted anonymity to discuss the private talks.
Congress approved a massive $2.2 trillion aid package in March, the biggest of its kind in U.S. history.
 


AP: More states make wearing masks mandatory
 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Ohio, Indiana and Minnesota are the latest states to require residents







statewide to wear masks due to the pandemic.
Gov. Tim Walz signed an executive order Wednesday requiring Minnesotans to wear a face covering in
indoor businesses and indoor public settings. The order takes effect Saturday.
Indiana will have a statewide face mask mandate starting Monday, Gov. Eric Holcomb said Wednesday.
The order will apply to anyone 8 and older in any indoor public or business areas and at outdoor public
spaces when sufficient distancing can't be maintained.
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine announced the state's mask requirement will be expanded statewide. It goes
into effect Thursday evening for people 10 and older. He had resisted making the order statewide but
said more counties are seeing increasing numbers.
FAUCI TO TESTIFY
Dr. Anthony Fauci and two other top public health officials will testify next week to aHouse
subcommittee that's been investigating the federal response to a coronavirus pandemic still inflicting a
toll on Americans, officials with the panel said Wednesday.
Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, has become the government's
most visible face in the battle against the virus, and polls show him as its most trusted authority as well.
That's in sharp contrast to President Donald Trump, who gets low marks from the public after ceding
much of the U.S. response to the nation's governors, resulting in an inconsistent hodgepodge of
restrictions and a resurgence of the disease in many states.
The July 31 hearing will focus on "the urgent need for a national comprehensive plan" to address the
virus, committee officials said in a statement announcing the session.
CALIFORNIA CASES
On a day when California became the state with the most coronavirus infections in the U.S., Gov. Gavin
Newsom said Wednesday that officials are redoubling efforts to secure protective gear and are preparing
to expand the number of available hospital beds to handle a surge in patients.
With more than 409,000 cumulative COVID-19 cases in the state, California on Wednesday exceeded the
number reported in New York by about 700 cases, according to data provided by Johns Hopkins
University.
After leading the nation in the number of coronavirus cases, New York has since experienced a decline in
infections, deaths and hospitalizations while numbers have climbed in California.
"We are a state the size of 21 states combined, so its not surprising now that as we have begun
reopening key sectors of our economy and people continue to mix … that our numbers would start to go
up, in total the highest in the nation," Newsom said, calling it "a sober reminder of why we are taking
things as seriously as we are."
On Wednesday, Newsom said that 12,807 people tested positive the day before, "the highest reported
number in our state," and that 115 Californians infected died in the last 24 hours.
SENIOR CARE
Fearing another grim wave of nursing home deaths as COVID-19 cases rebound, Trump announced
Wednesday his administration will provide $5 billion to help facilities counter the virus.
The move follows Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden's recent unveiling of a family caregiver
plan that aims to greatly expand and subsidize alternatives to institutional care for frail older adults. Both
men are competing for seniors' votes against a backdrop of eroding political support for Trump among
older Americans.
"I want to send a message of support and hope to every senior citizen," Trump said at the White House.
"The light is starting to shine and wewill get there very quickly."
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TV and Radio
WNAX: Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts Addresses the Unicameral
KETV: Speaker of the Legislature sends lawmakers home early to cool off
NET: Legislature Adjourns For The Week Following Meltdown
WOWT: Gov. Ricketts against face mask mandate
NCN: Mask Mandate Fights Intensify
KLKN: Pediatrician says not to skip health checkups amid pandemic
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts urges passage of property tax relief and other priorities in waning days of session
LJS: Governor talks coronavirus, legislative priorities with senators; restrictions lifted in more counties
Scottsbluff SH: Gov. Ricketts outlines legislative priorities
NCN: Ricketts Urges Virus Vigilance...Passage of Top Legislative Priorities
AP: Ricketts touts revenue, virus response in legislative speech
LJS: State of Nebraska ignored drug manufacturers demands to return execution drugs
OWH: No vote this year, but efforts to repeal Nebraska's affirmative action ban will continue
OWH: Nebraska first lady Susanne Shore criticizes Ernie Chambers for comments about Sen. Julie Slama
OWH: Majority of City Council supports Omaha mask mandate; county health board to meet Monday
The Conversation: The Americans with Disabilities Act at 30: A cause for celebration during COVID-19?
 
Coronavirus
AP: Nebraska sees continued high virus counts, more deaths
OWH: As Nebraska sees surge in COVID cases, experts warn things could 'go sideways'
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NTV: Two Rivers Public Health Department reports 10th death in district
Platte River Radio: South Heartland District Health Department Investigating Large Cluster of COVID-19
Cases
LJS: Risk dial moves closer to red as 49 new COVID-19 cases reported in Lincoln
LJS: Lancaster County sets record for weekly COVID-19 cases
OWH: 3 inmates, 15 correctional officers with Douglas County Corrections test positive for COVID-19
KNEB: Test Nebraska reaches milestone of testing 100,000 Nebraska residents
LJS: Two bars and Railyard commons area ordered to close for violating coronavirus health measures
OWH: Lincoln health department orders two bars and Railyard commons to close
OWH: Despite shutdown of two bars, Railyard commons, most Lincoln residents complying with mask
mandate
 
Legislature
LJS: State claims bill include settlement to two women injured by escaping prisoners
OWH: Don Walton: Legislature is back — and, so far, it ain't pretty
OWH: Speaker sends Nebraska lawmakers home early after a contentious week
LJS: More resentment as feuds come front and center again Friday in the Legislature
 
University
LJS: UNL announces COVID-19 testing plans, other precautions for fall semester
 
State, Local and Regional
GII: Nebraska State Fair to be held without a carnival
GII: Former state fair director says she is ‘not willing to be a victim any longer’
GII: Packing plants back to full speed as pork production hits record high for June
OWH: 75-80 people taken into custody during protest in midtown Omaha
OWH: Computer problems blamed for delays in release of Omaha protesters
OWH: The only certain thing for restaurants, in Omaha and elsewhere, is uncertainty
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Lawmakers are right; state HHS must present a plan for juvenile offender sites
OWH Editorial: Omaha can have both capable policing and responsible reform
OWH Editorial: Stars and Stripes newspaper is highly respected, deserves continued funding
OWH Editorial: Landscaping vision is set to boost downtown Omaha
OWH Midlands Voices: Coordinated health measures can lessen Nebraska's virus risk
OWH Midlands Voices It’s vital for Nebraska leaders to stand up for all women:
OWH: Kate Brewer: We must look at the things hiding right in front of us
OWH: Midlands Voices: Boost educational opportunity for Nebraska minorities
OWH Midlands Voices: School leaders call for greater health protections
OWH Midlands Voices: 'Decouple' approach would hurt Nebraska businesses
OWH Midlands Voices: Mental health, substance abuse treatment deserve state's strong support
OWH Midlands Voices: Israel must agree to justice for Palestinians
OWH Midlands Voices: Apartheid accusation against Israel doesn’t square with the realities
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Burdens from property tax
2.       First lady is right about Chambers
3.       He’s happy not to know
4.       Tax ‘decoupling’ will help Nebraska







5.       Protect this right
6.       The value of nonpartisanship
7.       Schools, health protections
8.       Chambers’ shameful rhetoric


LJS Editorial, 7/26: LPS plan for reopening schools hits right notes
LJS Local View: The politics of caring
LJS Letters


1.       Lewis' legacy will live on
2.       Bipartisan action needed on climate
3.       Climate change bill a priority
4.       Wearing mask should be law
5.       Pandemic's human cost is very real
6.       Fischer, Sasse have sold out
7.       Don't rush to reopen schools


Kearney Hub Editorial: Executions, secrecy don’t mix
 
National/Federal
OWH: Nebraska, Iowa lawmakers back defense spending bills that include 3% raises for troops
OWH: High cost of insulin: Son's diabetes diagnosis prompts Nebraska father to fight back
AP: Fresh virus aid is on the way, Mnuchin says
Stateline: Pandemic, trade deal with China fuel U.S. farmers' doubts
 


OWH: Ricketts urges passage of property tax relief and other priorities in waning days of
session
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts used an unusual second speech to state lawmakers Friday to urge them
to find “common ground” and pass a package of bills that includes a property tax relief plan.
Without providing details on where that common ground is, Ricketts used a 20-minute address to
express gratitude that the state has not seen the harsh impact of COVID-19 that many other states have.
He then called on the Nebraska Legislature to step up as citizens have in addressing the pandemic and
pass the state’s top priorities.
“I’m not saying these things are going to be easy,” the governor said. “There will be passionate opinions
on how to accomplish this. But just like Nebraskans stepped up, we must work together to accomplish
the people’s work.”
His top four priorities: property tax relief, updating the state’s business incentive program, setting aside
$300 million in state funds for the proposed NExT Project at the University of Nebraska Medical Center
in Omaha and providing a better tax break on military pensions.
Ricketts said that a new tax revenue forecast issued on Thursday should provide “guidance” to state
lawmakers on how much tax relief can be included within the state budget.
That forecast was more optimistic than expected given the unemployment, struggles of agriculture and
business closures caused by the coronavirus. It projected that nearly $90 million would be available for
tax measures and other priorities in the current fiscal year, about $50 million less than had been
forecast before the pandemic hit.
A group of state senators has already begun work on a so-called grand compromise between the
property tax relief and tax incentive bills after both measures failed to advance earlier this week.
Thirteen days remain in the 2020 session, which was suspended in March due to the coronavirus.
State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, the main architect of the property tax relief proposal, Legislative
Bill 1106, said she’d be willing to spread out the $520 million in additional state aid to K-12 schools in
the bill over more than three years to make it fit within the budget, but added that her polling shows
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that such relief is the top priority of Nebraska voters. The extra state aid would allow for lowered
valuations on homes and farmland, lowering property taxes for schools by an average of 15%.
Another key senator on property tax issues, Sen. Tom Briese of Albion, made another pitch on Friday to
“decouple” from the $250 million in income tax cuts that are part of the CARES Act passed by Congress
to help businesses recover. If the state declined to allow that tax cut, it would provide the “critical” extra
revenue to provide property tax relief, Briese said,
The governor traditionally gives one speech a year to the Legislature, the State of the State speech,
shortly after a legislative session begins in January. But this year, after lawmakers suspended their
session for four months because of the virus, Speaker of the Legislature Jim Scheer of Norfolk said he
invited the governor to give a second speech.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Governor talks coronavirus, legislative priorities with senators; restrictions lifted in more
counties
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts addressed the Legislature on Friday morning to review Nebraska's coronavirus
response and tell them his four priorities for the remaining days of the session.
He spoke by invitation from Speaker Jim Scheer, he said, because of the extraordinary times resulting
from the pandemic and the interrupted session. The speaker offered that courtesy as it was reconvening
and he accepted, he said.
He reviewed for them plans on testing, contact tracing, quarantine space, personal protective
equipment and the efforts Nebraskans have made in stepping up and sacrificing to slow the spread of
the virus. 
And he encouraged senators to get four priorities done in the remaining 12 days of the session: property
tax cuts, a new business tax incentives plan, the University of Nebraska Medical Center NExT project and
a 50% exemption for military retirement benefit income, which is on final reading. 
The NExT project, which UNMC describes as both a national defense strategy and 21st century health
innovation, will be beneficial to Nebraska and create about 8,700 jobs with an average salary of $70,000
annually, Ricketts said.
"I do think it's part of the overall package that helps us get to that 33 votes (for property tax cuts and
business tax incentives) by finding something where everybody can feel like they got something done
out of the overall legislation," he said after the speech. 
The tax cuts and tax incentives measures are stalled because Revenue Committee leaders have not been
able to find the votes needed to break a filibuster on the bills. 
"These are trying times," Ricketts said at a followup news conference. "I know it's difficult given the
environment," in the chamber of having to wear masks and negotiate around barriers because of the
coronavirus threats. 
At the news conference, Ricketts told reporters he was still looking into the legality of Lancaster County's
mask mandate and the consideration of a mandate in Douglas County. 
"I believe we ought to continue to encourage people to wear masks," he said. "A mask is a tool to help
you control the spread of the virus." 
A better approach than a mandate is education and helping people understand the importance of
masks. Cities don't have enough police officers to enforce a mandate, he said. 
Any city or county has to have the legal authority to mandate masks, he said. 
"But I think we need to be cautious about making something a crime that we want people to adopt
voluntarily."
Ricketts wore a red mask into the chamber for his address but took it off to speak. A number of senators







either don't wear masks in the Capitol or take them off frequently. A handful wear them consistently,
even during speeches.
He said he has been tested three times for COVID-19, and just recently got his results back in 36 hours. 
On Friday, Test Nebraska, the primary virus testing program in the state, announced it reached a
milestone of testing more than 100,000 since the program launched in April.
“The importance of being tested cannot be overstated,” said Chief Medical Officer Dr. Gary J. Anthone in
a news release. “We are seeing an increase in the number of cases in our state, and if we’re going to
keep the spread of the virus under control, and open schools within the next month, it is vitally
important that residents wear a mask when you go to the store, use social distancing and get tested if
they believe they may have been exposed or are showing symptoms." 
The state also announced it will relax coronavirus-related restrictions in more counties, moving the
North Central District Health Department to Phase 4 of the state's reopening plan as of Aug. 1. The
North Central District includes Antelope, Boyd, Brown, Cherry, Holt, Keya Paha, Knox, Pierce and Rock
counties.
Phase 4 removes capacity restrictions on bars, restaurants, child care centers and a number of other
indoor businesses. It also allows outdoor venues to operate at 100% of capacity and indoor venues such
as arenas and event centers to operate at 75% of capacity, although events of 500 or more people still
must submit plans to the local health department.
Phase 4 also makes social distancing a recommendation rather than a mandate.
Loup Basin, a health department that covers a nine-county area in central Nebraska, moved to Phase 4
on Friday.
By JoAnne Young
 


Scottsbluff SH: Gov. Ricketts outlines legislative priorities
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts outlined his legislative priorities during a Friday morning speech before state senators
and chief among them were the stalled property tax relief and business incentives.
Ricketts outlined four priorities in a short speech before the Unicameral which has struggled with
passing bills and instead spent time exchanging comments over "racist" mailers, tweets, the existence of
human-caused climate change and abortion. Thirteen days remain in the 2020 session.
“I’m not saying it’s going to be easy,” Ricketts said, adding that the struggle of legislators to pass
legislation was comparable to the struggle of citizens to endure COVID-19.
Among his four priorities, the property tax relief bill (LB 1106) was outlined first. The bill is sponsored by
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn and has so far seen a lot of debate but made no progress to becoming
law.
The proposed bill would lower valuations and subsequently lower taxes by 15%. However, this would
also reduce the revenue that schools were allowed to collect. To counter this, the bill increases state
spending on education by $500 million.
The state’s education community opposes the measure entirely.
ImagiNE Nebraska Act, a business incentive package, was another of Ricketts’ call-outs. The bill (LB 720)
proposed to update the current set of incentives called the Nebraska Advantage Act.
The proposed bill provides wage and income tax credits, sales and use tax refunds and exemptions, and
a personal property tax exemption to businesses that met a minimum qualifying wage floor for
employees.
A comprise amendment to the bill would also require those businesses to offer employees health
insurance
That bill was introduced in 2019 by Sen. Mark Kolterman of Seward and is being blocked by Sen. Steve







Erdman, of Bayard, along with a collection of other rural senators.
Erdman said the bill prioritizes aid to out-of-state companies and that property tax relief would have a
greater effect on Nebraska businesses.
There’s been talk of packaging the property tax bill with the incentives bill for both to receive the votes
they need to pass. As of the publication of this article, no such plan had been officially proposed.
The governor’s other expressed priorities were the $2.6 billion the Nebraska Transformational Project
(NExT) at the University of Nebraska Medical Center and the Veterans Tax Relief bill, which is scheduled
for final reading.
The NEXT Project is seeking $300 million from the state to help fund the multi-billion dollar revamp of
the University of Nebraska’s Medical Center.
The governor also touted the state’s COVID-19 response and economic resilience.
Senators held an early session Friday, before leaving at lunch for the weekend. A portion of Friday’s
proceedings saw the introduction of a tweet.
Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte told Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln to “shut up” during an
abortion debate. The comment inspired a tweet from another senator, which Groene took offense to.
Sen. Julie Slama of Peru used the opportunity to fire back at Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha in their
continuing verbal dogfight over mailers dubbed racist by Chambers that were sent out in April.
The session continues on Monday.
By Justin Garcia
 


NCN: Ricketts Urges Virus Vigilance...Passage of Top Legislative Priorities
 
BEATRICE - Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts cautioned today that citizens must remain vigilant in the
state’s fight against the coronavirus. In an appearance before the Nebraska Legislature, he also used the
occasion to urge approval of four top legislative priorities.


Ricketts spoke briefly before lawmakers about the progress made by the state during the pandemic.
"This has been, perhaps the greatest challenge our state has faced in a generation. But, with typical
Nebraska grit and determination, our people have risen to the challenge. When we've asked them to
stay home and follow the restrictions, they have. They've sewed masks, for their friends. They've
supported food pantries".


Ricketts thanked public health officials, the University Medical Center, the State’s Chief Medical Officer
and National Guard for their roles during the pandemic.
"We must remember that this pandemic is not over. And, we still need Nebraskans to continue to
exercise their personal responsibility and civic duty to fight it. We must continue to focus, to keep the
virus in check".


At the end of Friday, there will be a dozen days left in this year’s legislative session, and Ricketts urged
lawmakers to step up to the challenge on four priority areas…….property tax relief, a new business
incentives program, a University of Nebraska Medical Center project and a Veterans Tax Relief Act.


"I am not saying these things are going to be easy. There's going to be passionate opinions about how to
accomplish these, and differences on how to do it. But, just like Nebraskans who have stepped up to
serve their communities in this pandemic, so to we must work together to accomplish the people's
work.....to lay that groundwork for the future growth of our state".







Ricketts said because of the sacrifices made by citizens, Nebraska has been able to maintain hospital
capacity during the coronavirus pandemic. He said the state is testing more than surrounding states
such as Kansas, Missouri and Colorado…and being diligent in the area of contact tracing.
The state has also used CARES Act money to help recover from the pandemic.
By Doug Kennedy
 


AP: Ricketts touts revenue, virus response in legislative speech
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Gov. Pete Ricketts touted Nebraska’s pandemic response and rosier-than-
expected revenue outlook in his address to the Legislature on Friday, while pushing for lawmakers to
adopt his signature property tax relief and tax incentives packages within the remaining 13 days of the
session.
“Just as Nebraskans have stepped up to the challenge as we work through this pandemic, we’ve got to
work to get Nebraska’s economy thriving,” Ricketts said.
The Republican governor made a rare second address within the same session, which was suspended in
March over fears of spreading the COVID-19 virus. The session resumed Monday.
The governor’s address came a day after the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory
Board predicted that while the state’s tax revenue will likely dip below earlier projections because of the
pandemic, the budget picture won’t be as bad as previously expected.
Ricketts used that forecast to again push for lawmakers to lower property taxes and approve new tax
incentives for businesses. The property tax measure would pump millions of state dollars into local
school districts while putting new restrictions on how those districts can generate revenue through local
property taxes. The business incentives bill would replace an existing program for businesses that’s set
to expire at the end of this year.
But the plan is not without its detractors, including Nebraska’s public schools, which fear being
shortchanged by the plan. Sen. John Stinner, chairman of the budget-writing Appropriations Committee,
said this week that he plans to take a cautious approach to the rosy revenue predictions given this week.
Ricketts also urged lawmakers to push through a bill intended to attract millions in funding to the
University of Nebraska Medical Center and a proposal to exempt as much as half of military retirement
benefits from the state income tax.
By Margery A. Beck
 


LJS: State of Nebraska ignored drug manufacturers demands to return execution drugs
 
Less than three weeks before the fentanyl made by a company based in London was used to carry out
an execution in Nebraska in 2018, its top executive fired off a letter to Gov. Pete Ricketts, Attorney
General Doug Peterson and Corrections Director Scott Frakes.
The letter was to "remind you again" on Hikma's position on the misuse of their products.
"We object in the strongest possible terms to the use of any of our products for the purpose of capital
punishment," said Daniel Motto, executive vice president of Hikma/West-Ward Pharmaceuticals.
He said it was the company's understanding the Nebraska Department of Corrections may possess
fentanyl made by Hikma and it that may be used in a pending execution.
ess than three weeks before the fentanyl made by a company based in London was used to carry out an
execution in Nebraska in 2018, its top executive fired off a letter to Gov. Pete Ricketts, Attorney General
Doug Peterson and Corrections Director Scott Frakes.
The letter was to "remind you again" on Hikma's position on the misuse of their products.
"We object in the strongest possible terms to the use of any of our products for the purpose of capital
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punishment," said Daniel Motto, executive vice president of Hikma/West-Ward Pharmaceuticals.
He said it was the company's understanding the Nebraska Department of Corrections may possess
fentanyl made by Hikma and it that may be used in a pending execution.
 Download PDF
Records released Thursday, as the result of three lawsuits filed by the Lincoln Journal Star, Omaha
World-Herald and the ACLU of Nebraska, revealed the manufacturers of each of the drugs in the state's
unique four-drug cocktail used Aug. 14, 2018, to execute Carey Dean Moore.
The records also showed that Community Pharmacy in Gretna, which had a contract with the
Department of Corrections to manage its pharmacy, purchased the drugs for the state.
The department paid Community Pharmacy $492,000 for the two-year contract that ran from Oct, 1,
2016, to Sept. 30, 2018, plus $400 for temporary staffing by a pharmacy technician in August 2017, the
contract showed.
All of the manufacturers for those drugs have objected to them being used in executions.
One of the companies, Fresenius Kabi, had sued in 2018 to delay Moore's execution because it believed
its drugs were to be used, but was turned down by both a federal district court and appeals court. The
records request revealed that two of its drugs, cisatracurium, a muscle relaxant, and potassium chloride,
which stops the heart, were used in Moore's death.
The company's position is that it does not allow the sale of certain drugs to correctional facilities. For its
products made in Europe, the unauthorized use of them for lethal injection could also lead to sanctions
by the European Union and could threaten the U.S. supply of important drugs, potentially putting
patients at risk.
Reached Friday, two others — Hikma and Pfizer — both said they also asked the state to return their
drugs, which didn't happen.
Pfizer said in a statement Friday it makes its products to enhance and save the lives of the patients it
serves.
"We strongly object to the use of any of our products in the lethal injection process for capital
punishment," said Pfizer spokeswoman Sally Beatty. "Since 2016, we have informed the Nebraska
Department of Correctional Services on multiple occasions that Pfizer strongly objects to the use of its
products as lethal injections for capital punishment."
She said the company asked the department to return any Hospira or Pfizer manufactured restricted
product in their possession and provided them with procedures to follow to return for a full refund.
Teva, which manufactured the hydromorphone, a strong opioid painkiller purchased by the state initially
for use as a lethal injection drug but not used, took a stand in 2013 that its drug propofol not be used in
executions. It wanted to limit its sale and distribution to customers who agreed to use best efforts not to
sell or distribute it to correctional facilities.
Laura Strimple, Corrections Department chief of staff, was asked whether the department has
purchased lethal injection drugs since those purchased for the Moore execution have expired, or how
actively the department is attempting to purchase drugs.
"It is the responsibility of NDCS to carry out the order of the court, which includes continuing to pursue
procuring the necessary substances," Strimple said.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Friday at a news conference his administration will continue to carry out the
sentences the court ordered and the people of Nebraska support using the current execution protocol.
The protocol, created in 2016, says the director will determine which drugs and their quantities would
be used for lethal injection. The drugs can be directly purchased or obtained through the pharmacy
department or other sources, including pharmaceutical or chemical compounding.
Death row inmate Jose Sandoval was notified in late 2017 of the lethal injection drugs that would be
administered in his death if an execution takes place. Those drugs were to be the same as those used in
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Moore's execution.
Community Pharmacy, which contracted with the Department of Corrections leading up to and during
the time of Moore's execution, would not answer questions on whether it violated the policies of drug
manufacturers by purchasing the drugs for purposes of lethal injection, or whether it could be held liable
or sued for those purchases.
"The statement from Dr. Kyle Janssen (Thursday) is our only statement," the pharmacy responded.
With the contract, Community Pharmacy had oversight of 10 facilities, including managing and reviewing
medications, records inventory, logs, quality control checks and prescriptions.
Strimple said the department now oversees its pharmacy.
The Gretna company posted its statement regarding its involvement with supplying the lethal injection
drugs on its website, Facebook and Twitter. Comments on Facebook ranged from defending the
company for simply fulfilling a contract to shaming it and asking if the company would refund the money
if it really regretted its decision to supply those drugs.
By JoAnne Young and Lori Pilger
 


OWH: No vote this year, but efforts to repeal Nebraska's affirmative action ban will continue
 
Leaders of an effort to repeal Nebraska’s ban on affirmative action will keep pushing to remove it from
the state constitution, even though they were unable to put the issue before voters this fall.
Omaha City Councilman Ben Gray and Douglas County Board member Chris Rodgers had launched a
hurried effort to get a repeal of the ban onto the November ballot. They were hoping that an urgency to
address racism would help reverse Nebraskans’ overwhelming vote — 58% to 42% — to adopt the
measure, Initiative 424, in 2008.
The City Council and County Board both passed resolutions in mid-July asking the Nebraska Legislature
to put an initiative on the November ballot to repeal the amendment. But it was too late, even if
legislation could have cleared a steep uphill climb during a pandemic-shortened session. The language
needed to have been submitted by July 2, Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen said.
Now the soonest that the issue could be put before voters would be November 2022, the next general
election in Nebraska. Rodgers said it may be better to wait even longer, until the next presidential
election in 2024, and in the meantime make greater use of measures currently available.
“Right now, emotions are high,” Gray said. “The anger is great, but you know how that goes. A lot of
times that lasts for a month and it goes away. But those of us who are committed to this, we’re going to
keep this going. I’m hoping that it’ll be a whole group of us, but if it’s just a few of us, we’re still going to
keep it going, because it’s an important discussion we’ve got to have.”
State Sen. Ernie Chambers said the Legislature is not likely to put a repeal on the ballot.
“There was no way that whatever little affirmative action they may have had going on harmed white
people in any way,” he said. “So by having been conceived in racism, and executed on that basis, this
Legislature in my opinion is not going to put that on the ballot for people to vote for it because they
don’t want to look like they favor it.”
State Sen. Justin Wayne was willing to try to introduce a bill in the Legislature this month, but decided
not to when it became clear it was too late. He said he would focus instead on Legislative Bill 1218,
which seeks to make minority-owned businesses more likely to obtain state contracts.
Also, the ballot in November will include two measures sponsored by Wayne: additional time for people
to pay back tax-increment financing in high-poverty areas, and an amendment to remove language in
the Nebraska Constitution that allows people to be enslaved as punishment for a crime.
Nebraska had a lively debate on the affirmative action ban 12 years ago.
Initiative 424 was promoted by the out-of-state American Civil Rights Institute and local supporters.
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They formed an organization, the Nebraska Civil Rights Initiative, with the backing of an anti-affirmative
action California businessman named Ward Connerly. He had successfully promoted similar measures in
California, Washington and Michigan.
Supporters sought to prohibit programs that offered public higher education scholarships or
government contracting and jobs to minorities and women. They contended that those practices
amounted to discrimination, and that banning them would put everyone on an equal footing.
A petition drive collected 136,589 valid signatures, more than the 112,152 needed to put the proposal
on the ballot in 2008. The 58-to-42% margin of victory for the initiative was the same in Douglas County
as it was statewide — in a presidential election in which metropolitan Omaha’s 2nd Congressional
District gave its electoral vote to Barack Obama.
The initiative survived a lawsuit claiming that thousands of the signatures were fraudulently collected.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, who donated money to the Initiative 424 campaign before he became governor,
remains a supporter today.
“Governor Ricketts is opposed to racial discrimination, and especially state-sponsored discrimination,
which is why he continues to support the amendment which the people of Nebraska passed in 2008,”
said his spokesman, Taylor Gage. “Rather than recycling the failed policies of the past that divide
communities, the governor is focused on bringing people together and working with communities
around the state to help more Nebraskans take great opportunities that will help them achieve their
dreams.”
As adopted, Nebraska State Constitution Article I-30 says, “The state shall not discriminate against, or
grant preferential treatment to, any individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
national origin in the operation of public employment, public education, or public contracting.”
Opponents argue that banning affirmative action doesn’t create equal opportunity; rather, it preserves
inequality and prevents equal opportunity. They say Black people and other people of color face
discrimination in education, business and employment, and that affirmative action is needed to
overcome historical disadvantages so that they can compete equally.
The initiative was opposed by the Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce and Warren Buffett.
Critics contend that the wording of Initiative 424 was misleading and that the advertising for it was
deceptive.
“The ban has perpetuated disparities, racial injustice and systematic racism in our state and represents a
barrier to improving diversity, inclusion and equity at local government and community levels,” said
Vickie Young, president of the Omaha chapter of the NAACP.
Young was one of about 30 people who testified in support of the repeal resolutions at the Omaha City
Council or Douglas County Board. Another person who testified, Willie Barney, noted how diverse the
supporters were — white, Black, Hispanic, young, old. They included a white man who said he knows
from personal experience that discrimination still exists because he got a truck driving job over a Black
applicant who was more qualified.
Barney, president of the Empowerment Network in Omaha, called it “huge” that the local legislative
bodies passed the resolutions and that Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert said she supports repealing the
affirmative action ban. Barney interpreted the public hearing testimony as a sign that public opinion on
Nebraska’s affirmative action ban is shifting. He said he has had many conversations with business
people and other Omahans acknowledging racial disparities and looking for ways to overcome
inequality.
“What was really encouraging was the overwhelming support from individuals, organizations from
around the city, across race, across geography, across age, that recognized that this is something that
has to be addressed,” he said. “Secondly … this is just one tool of many, one opportunity of many. It’s
not the whole answer. It’s really about looking at every avenue possible to really close those gaps.”







Rodgers said he will work with Gray and others to use and improve currently available tools, such as the
Small and Emerging Business Program that the City of Omaha created after the affirmative action ban
passed. Rather than considering race, the program aims to increase city contracting and purchasing with
businesses from low-income neighborhoods, many of which are in parts of the city with majority Black
or Hispanic populations.
The death of George Floyd in Minneapolis and protests that followed “have opened the eyes of people,
and right now we have to take every opportunity we can to chip away at systemic racism.”
In what could be a sign of shifting public opinion, a conservative University of Nebraska-Lincoln
chemistry professor who supported Initiative 424 — so much that he helped collect signatures for it —
now supports repealing the constitutional amendment it created.
“My views on it are not what they were in 2008,” Professor Gerard Harbison said by email last week.
“America has changed, and so have I. … Back in 2008 I thought racism was mostly a thing of the past.
That was incredibly naive of me, as the last 10 years have proven.”
By Christopher Burbach
 


OWH: Nebraska first lady Susanne Shore criticizes Ernie Chambers for comments about Sen.
Julie Slama
 
Nebraska first lady Susanne Shore criticized State Sen. Ernie Chambers on Saturday for comments he
made about fellow Sen. Julie Slama.
On the floor of the Legislature on Monday, Chambers criticized Slama and Gov. Pete Ricketts for a
campaign mailer that former Gov. Dave Heineman and Bob Kerrey, a former governor and U.S. senator,
have called racist. The mailer juxtaposed a photo of Slama’s opponent, Janet Palmtag of Nebraska City,
with a photo of Chambers.
The ad said, in part, “Janet Palmtag sides with Lincoln liberals, atheists and radical extremists.”
Chambers said the ad was an attempt to scare voters in District 1 into voting for Slama, of Peru.
He called the flyer dirty politics and called on Slama to respond to criticism of it and to apologize to
Palmtag.
Slama has not commented on the flyer since it began drawing criticism.
He said if Slama wanted to engage in dirty politics, she should not be surprised if people repeat rumors
about why Slama, whom he called a young woman with little life experience, was appointed by Ricketts.
Slama fought back, chastising Chambers for his comments. She also pointed to comments that
Chambers made about the relationship between Thomas Jefferson, a slave owner and founding father,
and Sally Hemings, the enslaved woman who bore him six children. Chambers likened that to him
enslaving Slama and raping her.
“How dare you talk to a woman like that,” she said.
In a Public Pulse letter published Saturday in The World-Herald, Shore called Chambers’ statements
“horrifying.”
“How are the young women of Nebraska to receive Mr. Chambers’ message and the lack of response by
most of the leaders of our state?” Shore wrote.
“I wonder how I can ask my daughters to make their home and build their careers in a state where that
type of comment goes unchallenged? This comment isn’t hurled at one woman — it’s hurled at us all.
But it is especially insulting to the smart, talented and amazing young women of our state.”
Shore called on public and private sector leaders in the state to condemn Chambers’ words.
On Tuesday, Theresa Thibodeau, the chairwoman of the Douglas County Republican Party and a former
state senator, called on the Legislature to censure Chambers for his comments, which she called “sexist
and outright disgusting.”
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Chambers, speaking on the floor of the Legislature on Tuesday morning, made no apologies and said his
comments were being manipulated for political purposes.
By Reece Ristau
 


OWH: Majority of City Council supports Omaha mask mandate; county health board to meet
Monday
 
Public support for a mask mandate in Omaha gained momentum on Friday, capping a week in which
Douglas County saw its highest three-day run of new coronavirus cases since the end of May.
A majority of the Omaha City Council on Friday voiced support for a mask requirement in the city,
joining a growing body of teachers, health officials and other public figures who say the measure is
necessary to get the pandemic under control.
Meanwhile, the Douglas County Board of Health plans to meet Monday to signal its support for a mask
requirement in the city and county.
Chris Rodgers, president of the County Board of Health, said officials will have to take a “two-pronged
path” to implement a mask requirement in Omaha and the county at large.
The first path involves Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour exercising her power to require masks in
the City of Omaha. Mayor Jean Stothert earlier this week said the city code gives Pour the authority to
make rules and regulations for the city during epidemics and public health emergencies.
Rodgers said a mandate in Omaha could come as soon as early August, depending on how Pour decides
to proceed.
The second path — implementing a countywide mandate — will take more time. In counties with a
population of more than 400,000, state law requires the completion of a 30-day waiting period after a
three-week public notice before a new regulation can take effect. The county attorney also would have
to sign off on it.
If the Board of Health moves ahead next week on a mandate, it would not go into effect in the county
until mid-September.
Pour this week said she believes the time is right for a mask requirement. She said she and members of
the health board began considering their options after the Lancaster County Health Department
announced that people would be required to wear masks in indoor public places there, with some
exceptions. That measure took effect this week.
Rodgers said Monday’s meeting is meant to signal to the public that Pour is acting in concert with the
board.
The four Democrats on Omaha’s officially nonpartisan City Council signed a letter, dated Friday, that
says they’re supportive of Pour taking action to require masks in indoor spaces.
“This is a simple and practical measure we can all take to help make sure our kids can return to school
safely in coming weeks,” Councilman Pete Festersen wrote in an email.
The letter was signed by Festersen, Council President Chris Jerram and Councilmen Ben Gray and Vinny
Palermo. It was addressed to Pour and members of the Douglas County Board of Health, including
Rodgers.
The council’s three Republican members did not sign the letter, and Stothert has said she wants people
to wear a mask, but doesn’t like the idea of a mandate.
Council members Aimee Melton and Brinker Harding said businesses and residents shouldn’t need a
mandate to act responsibly during the pandemic. Melton said making it a criminal offense to go without
a mask would be an overreach of government.
“I’m following the mandate without being mandated to do it, and I think that most people are
responsible enough to do that,” Melton said.
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Harding questioned the effectiveness of a mandate that won’t be enforced. Officials in Lincoln have said
police officers there won’t ticket people who violate the mandate.
The letter by the other four Omaha council members said a requirement similar to the one in Lincoln
would be appropriate for Omaha.
“We support an order for preventative measures until such time that the public health risk is, in your
judgment, sufficiently abated,” the letter states.
Lancaster County’s mask order will be in place through at least Aug. 31.
Councilman Rich Pahls, the third councilman not to sign the letter, said he doesn’t endorse the mask
requirement. But he said he will support Pour if she decides a mandate is necessary.
Pahls and Melton both noted that many businesses, including Walmart and Baker’s, have begun to
require customers to wear masks.
But Rodgers said it’s clear to him that not enough people are choosing to wear masks in public, and
mandating masks would “close the loop” on places that have not opted to require them.
A member of the seven-person City Council could add his or her own mask ordinance to a future
agenda. Such an ordinance would require a simple majority of four votes to pass. If Stothert decided to
veto that ordinance, the council would need five votes to override her veto.
On Thursday, the Republican mayor said she would prefer that every Omahan voluntarily wear a mask
when they can’t distance from others. When asked whether she would stand in the way of Pour issuing a
mask mandate, Stothert said she and Pour would have to discuss the matter.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts on Friday said he’s still reviewing the legality of Lincoln’s mask mandate and
one being considered in Omaha.
He repeated his stance opposing a mandate, although he encouraged Nebraskans to wear masks in
public when they can’t distance from others.
“We have to watch making something a crime that we want people to adopt voluntarily,” he said during
a press conference.
By Reece Ristau
 


The Conversation: The Americans with Disabilities Act at 30: A cause for celebration during
COVID-19?
 
When President George Herbert Walker Bush signed the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) into law
on July 26, 1990, we doubt he was thinking about protecting people with disabilities during a pandemic.
How could he? It was unimaginable to conjure up the catastrophe wrought by the coronavirus. We can
excuse that oversight.
But Congress should have known better. Of the US$3 trillion dollars appropriated in the CARES Act in
response to COVID-19 pandemic, less than $1 billion was dispersed to the states to support older people
and individuals with disabilities. This neglect of people with disabilities impairs the ADA on its 30th
anniversary.
But advocacy from the disability rights community has had a marginal effect. The Democratic House
version of the HEROES Act now being debated in the Senate has done much better. It
includes significant funds to assist people with disabilities during the pandemic, earmarking $10 billion
to $15 billion to pay for home and community based services for the next year. This Medicaid funding
can help keep people with disabilities in their homes and out of congregate and institutional
settings where they are especially vulnerable to COVID-19.
The House version of the bill also helps to fund hazard pay and needed access to personal protective
equipment for essential health care workers who support people with disabilities. And it offers $200
million in funding for housing and provisions for paid leave for family caregivers. It also provides $500
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cash payments to dependent adults with disabilities – individuals who did not qualify for stimulus checks
in the original CARES Act in March.
But all this remains aspirational. As of this writing it is doubtful that the Republican Senate version will
be as attentive to the needs of disabled Americans. Senate Republicans seek to slash the $3 trillion
House bill by a third. Hopefully, the needs of people with disabilities will make the cut just as we
commemorate the passage of the ADA.
No doubt this will be a weekend of celebrations lauding the ADA. And there is much to celebrate. Jon
Meacham in his biography of the first President Bush hailed the ADA as “the most sweeping civil rights
measure in a generation.”
A central mandate of the ADA is to make the goods of society accessible to people with disabilities and
overcome their segregation in civil society through reasonable accommodation that allows them to go
to work, live with their neighbors, and avoid institutionalization.
But let’s not delude ourselves with historic sentimentality as disability law is placed under tremendous
stress by the pandemic. It would be especially tragic, and run counter to the ADA, if the disabled
community were returned to the shadows by COVID-19 either through neglect or inattention.
Disability rights are civil rights
It is too easy to forget disability rights as the nation rightly addresses the legacy of structural racism
prompted by the Black Lives Matters movement. But to do so would be to ignore the deep intersections
between racial and disability injustice. And it would fundamentally misread the legacy of the civil rights
movement, one of whose many contributions – and derivatives – was disability rights.
The stories of civil and disability rights are intertwined. One historical anecdote speaks to the close
linkage: Before the passage of the Rehabilitation of Act of 1973, a precursor of the ADA, Sen. Hubert
Humphrey first tried to amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to ban discrimination against people with
disabilities in federally funded programs. As the nation gains a deeper appreciation of civil rights, it is
important to remember that disability rights are civil rights.
And they are not fair weather rights. In our view, the ADA must be operative in good and bad times.
People with disabilities are especially vulnerable during the pandemic. They disproportionately live, or
are at risk of living, in congregate settings where they can become tinder for the virus. And the everyday
inconveniences of the pandemic suffered by folks without a disability are doubly challenging for people
with a disability.
ADA compliance during COVID-19
Those without disabilities complain about wearing a mask or being deprived of dinner at the
neighborhood bistro. But people with disabilities have more formidable challenges. Just imagine you’re
disabled and need to get a COVID-19 test. Your state has set up a drive-through testing center. The
problem is you can’t drive or are unable to sit in a car for several hours to wait for the test.
Disability Rights Nebraska has filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
about TestNebraska, the state’s COVID-19 mobile testing program, claiming the program discriminated
against people with disabilities. Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts essentially conceded the discrimination
when he told Nebraska’s PBS and NPR that “what we needed to do is to continue to work on getting the
system down for the regular customers, so to speak, if you want to think about it – the drive-up
customers that the system was originally designed to serve.”
What did Gov. Ricketts mean by regular customers? Are people with disabilities somehow irregular and
unworthy? Invoking a Rawlsian theory of justice, not to mention the mandates of the ADA, shouldn’t
people with the greatest need be who the state prioritizes?
In a letter to Roger Severino, the director of the HSS Office of Civil Rights, Disability Rights Nebraska cites
one responsible citizen with a disability who had trouble getting tested. She had developed a sore
throat, fatigue, nausea and muscle aches, all potential signs of COVID-19. She lived at home and
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depended upon a ventilator. Her doctor told her to go to the drive-through testing site. But she was
unable to drive there safely by herself and was worried that she might expose someone else if they
drove her to the site. Her doctor told her to wait and see how things went and call an ambulance if she
needed to go to the emergency room. Clearly this barrier to care is a violation of the letter and spirit of
the Americans with Disability Act and cannot stand.
The endless lines of cars snaking through parking lots in Florida, Arizona and Texas waiting for COVID-19
testing reminds us of the final scene from “A Field of Dreams.” The headlights stretch out into the Iowa
twilight affirming that if you build it they will come. But in the context of COVID-19 that’s not enough.
You need to build it so that everyone can come. This means accommodating all who are currently living
with disabilities and the newly disabled survivors of COVID-19 who will be left with lifelong challenges.
As we celebrate every life that is saved, we need to remember that those lives deserved to be lived.
As the nation celebrates the 30th anniversary of the ADA, this law is more important than ever. Congress
must include adequate funds in the forthcoming HEROES Act to ensure ADA compliance during the
pandemic. Anything less turns any celebration into a hollow bromide.
 


AP: Nebraska sees continued high virus counts, more deaths
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska continues to see high numbers of coronavirus cases, according to state
health figures, as the state’s prison system reported four additional staffers testing positive for the virus.
The Lincoln Correctional Center, Diagnostic and Evaluation Center in Lincoln, Omaha Correctional Center
and the Nebraska State Penitentiary in Lincoln each reported a staffer testing positive for the virus,
according to a news release late Thursday from the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services. All
four were self-isolating at home, officials said. The announcement brings the total number of prison
employees across the state to be infected with the virus to 37.
The state’s online virus tracker shows 332 cases were confirmed on Thursday, bringing the state’s total
to 23,818 since the outbreak began. Another five deaths from COVID-19 — the disease caused by the
virus — also were recorded Thursday. So far, 316 Nebraskan have died from the virus.
Nebraska’s hospitals also showed signs of being affected by the rising case numbers. The tracker showed
34% of the state’s hospital intensive care unit beds available Friday, a drop of four percentage points
since Monday. Available ICU beds also dropped to 35% from Monday’s 42%. The state’s availability of
ventilators remained steady at 80%.
 


OWH: As Nebraska sees surge in COVID cases, experts warn things could 'go sideways'
 
Nebraska’s count of new COVID-19 cases has taken a definite turn higher, with totals not seen since late
May.
While two hospital systems say they are not experiencing a surge in patients, health experts warn that
hospitalizations will rise even more in the coming weeks as the new cases progress.
Dr. Kelly Cawcutt, an assistant professor of internal medicine at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center and the associate medical director of infection control and epidemiology, said the Nebraska
Medical Center has seen an increase in patients after experiencing a low several weeks ago.
She urged people to take steps now to prevent spread of the coronavirus. She said that includes taking
masks and social distancing seriously.
Said Cawcutt, “We could really see things kind of go sideways and see substantial increases in cases if
we’re not all cautious.”
On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday this week, Nebraska saw its highest three-day count of new cases
— 971 — since May 27 through 29, when cases were coming down from the state’s initial peak.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fhealth%2Fas-cases-surge-lines-for-covid-19-tests-sometimes-stretch-miles-in-the-summer-heat%2F2020%2F07%2F01%2Ff0951586-ba4b-11ea-80b9-40ece9a701dc_story.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ccc54c56aa4ff45b57e4508d8325a4694%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637314710617614694&sdata=kGuCM4eu4q3TtvOdaGmGQyYZifblZT7aArSOqhyRnQ4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FField_of_Dreams&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ccc54c56aa4ff45b57e4508d8325a4694%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637314710617614694&sdata=FjAj1uNAiBvzViyZLPFnQzvLh79BfO5usNaCZ7j%2BheM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F32700223%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ccc54c56aa4ff45b57e4508d8325a4694%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637314710617624651&sdata=6quulQgC1Yw4NI69DQRRJ5Rh%2Bo7RKT6irtmmU26Pb4w%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffedace.org%2Ffiles%2FMSCFEDACE%2F2020-1%2F14-12-39-6.admin.FEDACE_triptico__elDanoCerebralAdquiridoInfantil.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ccc54c56aa4ff45b57e4508d8325a4694%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637314710617624651&sdata=rpT7mBxSj2z3YEiVKfiE4omVplPXfesB2nrx6e6CLK8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fexperience.arcgis.com%2Fexperience%2Fece0db09da4d4ca68252c3967aa1e9dd&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ccc54c56aa4ff45b57e4508d8325a4694%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637314710617634606&sdata=VH3jWcbgPQMZdovujmKWvu1HeonBGn3tX5bPldWw3Xg%3D&reserved=0





Douglas County this week saw its highest three-day run of new cases — 476 — since the end of May.
The case trends caught the attention of Nebraska health experts.
Dr. Ali Khan, a UNMC epidemiologist and dean of the College of Public Health, said on Twitter this week
that the data is unequivocal that Nebraska and Douglas County experienced a surge in cases. He said
they may be resetting at a higher rate of community transmission.
The increase comes as Nebraska steps up testing over the last two weeks. Nebraska now is typically
getting results for 10,000 tests over a three-day period.
But the increase in cases results from more than just a higher number of tests. The rate at which tests
are coming back positive is moving higher — a sign of increasing community spread of the virus.
Douglas County’s weekly positivity rate passed 9% for the first time since mid-June. Lancaster County’s
rate jumped to 9.4% — a weekly figure the community hadn’t seen since early May.
On Friday, Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird moved the Lincoln-Lancaster County COVID-19 risk dial
higher — still in the high risk, orange color range, but higher on the dial.
Officials cited increasing cases overall, increasing cases among young people and the increasing
positivity rate.
This week, the mayor and Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department implemented a mask mandate
for indoor places.
Gaylor Baird said the choices people make this weekend and next week will affect the trends in the
coming weeks.
Said Gaylor Baird, “The actions we are asking you to take are common sense precautions, small steps
that make a big difference.”
Pat Lopez, Lincoln-Lancaster County’s health director, said Lincoln is in a great position on
hospitalizations now, but she anticipates an increase in patients in the coming two to three weeks.
Even if the hospitalizations aren’t surging, the count is rising in Nebraska.
As recently as last week, Nebraska had fewer than 100 patients hospitalized with COVID-19. But from a
week ago Thursday to this Thursday, the number rose from 96 to 126, according to data from the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
Hospitalizations are the leading pandemic data point that Gov. Pete Ricketts factors into his reopening
plans.
As of Friday, 34% of all Nebraska hospital beds were available, along with 80% of the ventilators,
according to the state’s data.
Dr. Cliff Robertson, CEO of CHI Health, said the health system’s Nebraska hospitals are experiencing a
slow decline in COVID-19 patients going back to a peak in late April. CHI Health had 50 patients
hospitalized locally with confirmed cases as of Friday.
But Robertson said he believes different communities around the country will see rolling waves of cases
over the months ahead, and “everybody will take turns.”
Dr. Bill Lydiatt, chief medical officer at Methodist Hospital and Methodist Women’s Hospital, said the
Methodist system’s number of COVID-19 patients remains generally stable in the teens.
Lydiatt said he believes the overall rise in positive cases is slight and gradual, which can be seen as good
news considering more than a month has passed since the Nebraska economy reopened and the social
justice protests occurred.
But with the economy open, Lydiatt said people need to stress wearing a mask, keeping socially distant,
washing hands and staying home from work and school when they feel sick.
“If we can continue to hammer at that,” he said, “I think we can continue to see a manageable number.”
Adi Pour, Douglas County’s health director, cited several trends she considered worrisome when she
announced this week that she was moving toward a mask mandate: the increase in cases, the increasing
positivity rate, increasing cases among young people, a spread into western Douglas County and deaths







among people without underlying conditions.
On Monday, the Douglas County Board of Health will consider a mask mandate in both Omaha and
Douglas County.
Pour said she also was motivated by the positive response to the City of Lincoln’s mask mandate and her
experience visiting Colorado, which has a statewide requirement. “It feels like everyone is in it together,
and we are making it through,” she said.
Cawcutt called preventing COVID-19 spread a “team sport” — and as many people as possible need to
engage in it.
“None of us are loving having to do all of these things,” she said. “But it’s what we need to do to make
sure that our community stays as healthy as possible.”
By Jeffrey Robb
 


NTV: Two Rivers Public Health Department reports 10th death in district
 
The Two Rivers Public Health Department announces the 10th death in the district due to COVID-19. The
individual was a male in his 80s in Dawson County. “Our hearts are saddened to learn of this loss. Two
Rivers will continue to be diligent in our efforts to protect the health of our community in the hopes that
no other families will have to suffer more loss,” according to Health Director Jeremy Eschliman.
TRPHD strongly encourages the use of face coverings and avoiding any social gatherings as cases
continue to rise in the district, indicating COVID-19 is still circulating in the area. Two Rivers recommends
continued actions to prevent the spread of any illness such as:


·         Know how it spreads
·         Wash your hands often
·         Avoid close contact
·         Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others
·         Cover your cough and sneeze with a tissue or your sleeve
·         Clean and disinfect
·         Monitor your overall health and specifically monitor for signs and symptoms of COVID-19
·         Stay home if you have symptoms or are awaiting test results


Recent studies show that a significant portion of people with COVID-19 lack symptoms and those who
eventually develop symptoms can pass the virus to others before showing symptoms, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Cloth face coverings may help prevent the spread of
COVID-19 from people who are infected to those who are not, including those who may be at higher
risk. Cloth face coverings are not a substitute for social distancing. Public health officials continue to
emphasize that maintaining 6-feet social distancing, avoiding large gatherings, and wearing cloth face
coverings are crucial to slow the spread of the virus.
If you have been tested through Test Nebraska, call 402-207-9377.
Two Rivers continues to advise citizens to stay home when experiencing illness and seek medical care
when necessary.
The Department of Health and Human Services opened a statewide coronavirus (COVID-19) information
line to help answer general questions and share the latest information and resources with Nebraskans to
keep them informed. The number is 402-552-6645. Hours of operation are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily.
 


Platte River Radio: South Heartland District Health Department Investigating Large Cluster of
COVID-19 Cases
 
HASTINGS – South Heartland District Health Department (SHDHD) officials reported they are
investigating a large cluster of cases and exposures associated with multiple events. Some of the cases
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were reported by SHDHD earlier in the week and some are newly identified since Friday.
SHDHD is reporting that the cases in this cluster attended one or more of several events, including a
large gathering at Lovewell Lake in Jewel County (Kansas) on July 11-12, a private party near Exeter
(Fillmore County) on July 15, and Sutton High School Graduation and related private graduation parties
on the weekend of July 18.
The positive cases included in this cluster so far are nine Clay County residents, one Adams County
resident, two individuals who reside in other health districts, and one individual from another state.
Michele Bever, SHDHD executive director, said that more than 40 close contacts have been identified so
far and these individuals were instructed to self-quarantine and monitor for symptoms. Some have tests
pending.  “This investigation is ongoing,” Bever said. “Unfortunately, because not all individuals were
physically distanced at these events and activities, and mask use was not widespread, we do not know
how many others may have been exposed.”
“Therefore, anyone who attended these activities and thinks they may have been exposed should
contact the health department,” said SHDHD executive director Michele Bever. “If symptoms appear,
you should self-isolate and contact a health care provider and the health department to determine next
steps. This is crucial in order to stop the spread and protect the most vulnerable in our families and in
our communities.”
“This cluster underscores the ease with which the COVID-19 virus can spread from person to person,
even when people only have mild symptoms or have no symptoms at all,” Bever said. “The risk of
bringing the virus back to members of your family, to your co-workers, or to others you may interact
with, increases significantly when prevention is not in place.”
Bever noted that gatherings are still restricted according to the state-directed health measures in effect
in Nebraska at least through July 31st.  A gathering is any event or convening that brings together more
than ten (10) individuals in a single room or single indoor or outdoor space at the same time. “There are
overall capacity restrictions and limitations of eight people per any one party at gatherings,” Bever said.
Key prevention actions to reduce the spread of COVID-19 include: staying at home if we have any
symptoms, even mild symptoms that are consistent with COVID-19;  keeping six feet between ourselves
and others; wearing a face covering as a barrier to keep our germs from spreading to others, especially
when we are unable to be physically distanced; washing our hands frequently with soap and water; and
cleaning and disinfecting any frequently-touched surfaces.
“All of us – ALL ages – should practice these prevention actions everywhere we go: at work, at the store,
at graduations and sports events, at weddings and receptions, at church and at the fair,” she said. “If
people are not staying six feet apart, these are the settings where we see new close contacts and, from
that, new cases.”
South Heartland District case counts and trends can be found on SHDHD’s dashboard of local COVID-19
case statistics.  This dashboard, along with updates, guidance, news releases and other COVID-19
information and links can be found on the SHDHD website: www.southheartlandhealth.org. The
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) provides daily updates to Nebraska’s
coronavirus COVID-19 cases on their Data Dashboard at http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.
 


LJS: Risk dial moves closer to red as 49 new COVID-19 cases reported in Lincoln
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department's COVID-19 risk dial has been moved closer to red,
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird announced at a Friday afternoon news conference.
The dial's move from low to mid orange comes as worrying trends have emerged in the community, she
said, and the dial reflects the Health Department's concerns about increased spread in the coming
weeks.
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Gaylor Baird announced 49 new lab-confirmed cases in Lincoln on Friday, bringing the community total
to 2,718. The number of deaths remained at 14.
Recoveries are up to 1,008, and hospitalizations are down to 15 from 18 the week prior. Four of the 15
patients hospitalized in Lincoln are from other counties.
Interim health Director Pat Lopez identified a few key indicators that led her and her staff to raise the
dial. While day to day case reports are often sporadic and uninformative, weekly case counts have
trended upward dramatically, increasing from 85 cases the last week of June to more than 300 each of
the past two weeks. 
"Our local situation is still far from normal," she said.
The most substantial increase in cases continues to be among young adults, Lopez said, particularly
those aged 20 to 29. While this demographic accounts for only 18.9% of the community's population,
they comprise 53% of new cases this month.
Much of this spike can be attributed to a few bars in downtown Lincoln, she said, where people have
described crowded areas and low rates of mask wearing. As core drivers of increased infections locally,
Lopez said younger residents should consider staying home or wearing masks when they attend bars
and parties.
“I urge young adults to consider the risks before you go out," she said.
An increase in the cumulative positivity rate of tests in the community from 6.4% at the beginning of the
month to 6.8% this week was also a factor in raising the dial, Lopez said.
Gaylor Baird hopes the city's new mask mandate, which was implemented Monday, will significantly
temper the increase in cases.
While there has been some backlash, she said, feedback on the measure has been predominantly
positive.
“We continue to urge everyone in our community to embrace the practice of wearing masks," she said.
Statewide, there were 24,174 cases and 316 deaths linked to the virus as of Friday evening.
The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services said Friday there had been four new cases among its
staff members this week, bringing the department's total to 37. Of those cases, 33 have recovered. The
staff members who tested positive this week work at the Lincoln Correctional Center, the Diagnostic and
Evaluation Center, the Omaha Correctional Center and the Nebraska State Penitentiary.
In Douglas County, 15 correctional officers and one contractor for the Douglas County Department of
Corrections have tested positive in the last two weeks, as well as seven inmates. Four of the inmates
tested positive before they were booked into the facility. Contract tracing is being conducted, and 130
staff members and inmates are being tested as a result.
By Nick McConnell
 


LJS: Lancaster County sets record for weekly COVID-19 cases
 
Lancaster County broke last week's record for the most cases of COVID-19 reported in a single week.
For the week ending Saturday, the county reported 363 new cases, topping the previous week's total of
331. Prior to that, the most cases confirmed in a single week in the county were 299 the week ending
May 9.
The weekly positivity rate jumped to 8.4% compared to 6.5% the previous week.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department announced Sunday that it had confirmed 44 additional
cases of the coronavirus, bringing its total to 2,802. No new deaths were reported, leaving the county's
total at 14.
The state reported 223 cases Sunday to bring Nebraska's total cases to 24,618. There are 316 deaths
linked to virus in the state.







The Nebraska Department of Corrections announced Sunday that a staff member at the State
Penitentiary tested positive for COVID-19. The case marks the 38th staff member to contract the virus.
Twenty-four have recovered, the department said in a news release.
By Nick McConnell
 


OWH: 3 inmates, 15 correctional officers with Douglas County Corrections test positive for
COVID-19
 
Three inmates, 15 correctional officers and one contractor with the Douglas County Department of
Corrections have tested positive for COVID-19 in the last few weeks.
Four other inmates tested positive for the virus before being booked into the jail. All who tested positive
have been moved to a COVID-19 quarantine unit where they are receiving close medical supervision,
according to a press release from the Douglas County Department of Corrections.
All correctional officers who have tested positive are isolating at home.
Mike Myers, corrections director, said in a press release that all staff members are required to wear
masks while working, and masks have been provided to all inmates as well.
“While our recent jump in cases among staff and incarcerated individuals is concerning, we continue to
follow the expert advice of leaders at both Nebraska Medicine and the Douglas County Health
Department,” Myers said.
More than 80 staff members and about 50 inmates who may have come into contact with the virus are
being tested.
Since the pandemic began, a total of 23 employees and one contractor have tested positive. In total, 14
inmates have tested positive for COVID-19, with 11 of those individuals testing positive for the virus
before booking.
Douglas County corrections has about 500 employees. As of Friday, there were about 1,165 incarcerated
individuals.
By Jessica Wade
 


KNEB: Test Nebraska reaches milestone of testing 100,000 Nebraska residents
 
LINCOLN, Neb. – Today, Test Nebraska, which is currently the number one source of testing in the state
of Nebraska, reached a milestone having tested more than 100,000 Nebraska residents since the
program launched in April.
 
“The importance of being tested cannot be overstated,” said Chief Medical Officer Dr. Gary J. Anthone.
“We are seeing an increase in the number of cases in our state, and if we’re going to keep the spread of
the virus under control, and open schools within the next month, it is vitally important that residents
wear a mask when you go to the store, use social distancing and get tested if they believe they may have
been exposed or are showing symptoms.
 
Through Test Nebraska, the state has the capacity to test 3,000 residents a day across 30 Test Nebraska
drive-up and clinic sites statewide. According to a state-by-state comparison by the New York Times –
 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-testing.html, Nebraska is testing an average
of 176 people per 100,000 residents in the state. Six percent of residents who have tested returned
positive test results; 5 residents per 100,000 have been hospitalized.
 
“As Test Nebraska completes its 100,000th test, the entire country should be looking at this state’s
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testing program as a model for how to efficiently and effectively test for COVID-19,” said Nomi Health
CEO Mark Newman. “In the last two weeks alone, Test Nebraska has accounted for over 70 percent of
the State’s tests while keeping the average test result turnaround time to under 43 hours. Governor
Ricketts deserves great credit for his swift, innovative approach to stop the spread of the virus by
bringing the best technology and clinical lab experience together in one seamless operation. We are
grateful to the Governor and our local lab partners for their relentless work and support to get
Nebraskans back to work under these unprecedented circumstances.”
 
Approximately 30% of all COVID-19 tests in Nebraska have been conducted through Test Nebraska. The
program is open to every Nebraskan who wants to be tested. A summary of testing data as of July 24 at
3:30 p.m. follows:
 
Total completed assessments: 770,406
Total unique completed assessments: 246,508
Total scheduled appointments: 110,028
Total tests: 101,357
All-time average turnaround time: 45.44 hours or 1.89 days
Inconclusive: 255
 
As part of the effort to prevent virus spread, the Test Nebraska program includes additional follow-up
with residents who have already tested negative as well as those who have completed an assessment,
but opted not to be tested to encourage those residents to continue monitoring their health.
 
“I do want to emphasize that just because a person receives a negative test result does not mean that
they are not at risk for contracting the virus at a later time,” Anthone said. “It may mean the person was
not infected at the time the test was performed or that the person was very early in the stages of
infection at the time of the test. A negative test result does not rule out the possibility that a person
could get sick later. Therefore, people have to remain vigilant and continue taking precautions—wearing
masks and practicing social distancing consistently.”
About Test Nebraska
Test Nebraska is a statewide effort and collaboration between the Nebraska Department of Public
Health, Nebraska National Guard, Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Department of
Health and Human Services, Department of Transportation, Nebraska Public Health Lab and local public
health officials, emergency managers and health care providers across the state.
Continued testing encouraged, especially for students and staff set to return to school
Nebraskans can complete an assessment at TestNebraska.com or TestNebraska/es for Spanish. Once the
assessment is completed, applicants will receive an email from Test Nebraska informing them of
eligibility. For those who are eligible, the email will direct them to select the location, date and time that
is convenient for them.  A confirmation email will include a bar code, which residents need to print off
and bring with them to the testing site. The assessment can be completed via computer or by phone. If
an individual does not have Internet access, a relative or friend can help them complete the assessment.
 
Residents who have general questions about testing or need help completing the online assessment can
call the Test Nebraska hotline at (402) 207-9377.
 
DHHS will continue to update Nebraskans through the DHHS website and on Facebook and Twitter as
we have new information. The CDC’s website is also a good resource for COVID-19 information –
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 https://www.cdc.gov/covid19.
 
DHHS opened a statewide COVID-19 information line to help answer general questions and share the
latest information and resources with Nebraskans to help keep them informed. The number is (402)
552-6645 or toll-free at (833) 998-2275; hours of operation are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. CDT, 7 days a week.
 
Find tools and resources for individuals and families, schools, communities, businesses, healthcare
facilities, and first responders on the DHHS website – http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus and CDC’s website
– https://www.cdc.gov/covid19 .
 


LJS: Two bars and Railyard commons area ordered to close for violating coronavirus health
measures
 
For several weeks the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department has expressed concern over the
number of young people who have tested positive for the coronavirus after spending time at downtown
bars and other crowded settings without wearing masks.
On Saturday, the department cracked down on businesses it said were operating in an unsafe way,
ordering the temporary closure of two downtown bars and the Railyard commons area for violations of
the city’s directed health measure.
Longwell's and Iguanas Pub, along with the Railyard commons area, were ordered to close from 5 p.m.
Saturday to 5 p.m. Sunday for violating the latest COVID-19 health measures, the Health Department
said.
A mask mandate went into effect Monday, which requires business owners to ensure their customers
wear face coverings any time they cannot social distance. Bars must also limit parties to eight people or
less.
The bars were closed after attempts to educate and work with the establishments failed, interim Health
Director Pat Lopez said in a statement. All bars had access to the health measures though hand-
delivered information, local media and the city's website.
Lincoln municipal code allows the health director to order the closure of any business for the purpose of
controlling communicable diseases, according to a city news release.
The Health Department received a number of reports alleging that certain bars were in violation, so the
department conducted investigations Friday night and early Saturday morning.
There were significant violations at the two bars and the Railyard, according to the release.
The closure comes two weeks after Dine Out Lincoln, a program that permits restaurants and bars to
expand onto sidewalks and streets amid social distancing restrictions, began in the Railyard.
The Railyard, which includes Longwell's, was one of the areas that added additional outdoor seating and
activities, including movie nights and pickleball.
Longwell's owner Eric F. Marsh expressed frustration Saturday with the Health Department's decision.
“Longwell’s reached out to the Lancaster Health Department repeatedly over the past week to ask for
guidance as to how to best handle the 'peak crowd' each weekend,” Marsh said. “Not sure what got lost
in translation, but the result was an undercover inspection at the exact time of our request for
assistance. I would have hoped that the Lancaster Health Department would have used their 12:30 a.m.
visit to provide guidance and best practices so we can all work together to get through this troubling
time."
The Railyard as a whole is continuing to navigate how to enforce the health measures in an outdoor
space, a spokesperson said.
"We plan to work with the Health Department to follow the directed health guidelines to keep the
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community safe," said Katy Martin of Hurrdat, the marketing company that manages the Railyard.
A statement from Iguana's Pub also expressed disappointment in the order to close, pointing out that
the bar took an extra week more than was required before reopening to observe what was working, or
not working, at other businesses.
“In the time between today and when we reopened our doors (June 8th), our staff members have been
wearing masks throughout the entire duration of their shift,” the statement said. “In the past two weeks
as we noticed the situation wasn’t as under control as it should have been, we put signage on the bar
top and each table top with messages encouraging patrons to stay seated with their group unless
ordering a round at the bar. In addition to these measures, we also have limited our capacity to the
amount of physical seats we have inside our establishment. … We will revisit our measures and how we
can adhere to the guidelines further so that we can minimize community spread and avoid a repeat
closure.”
The city's COVID-19 Risk Dial moved from low-orange to mid-orange Friday, indicating the risk of virus
transmission remains high. Several downtown bars continue to be identified as possible places of
exposure, as much of the recent increase in cases is among young adults.
“The mask mandate and the other restrictions were issued to slow the spread of the virus and to help
prevent further restrictions like the closing of bars,” Lopez said. “We need these businesses to work with
us to prevent the further spread of t








From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 7-29-22
Date: Friday, July 29, 2022 8:48:40 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jul 2022 7.30 99.00 08:36
Corn Oct 2022 6.00 -35.00 08:36
Milo Jul 2022 6.06 -25.00 08:36
Milo Oct 2022 5.65 -70.00 08:36
Soybeans Jul 2022 14.90 15.00 08:36
Soybeans Oct 2022 14.05 -70.00 08:36
Wheat Jul 2022 8.32 -75.00 08:36
Wheat Jul 2023 8.05 -100.00 08:36
 
TV and Radio
KETV: 'It's a big win': Nebraska airmen earn relief against COVID-19 vaccine mandate
NPM: Interest Rate Hikes Have Cooled Nebraska Housing Market (no video)
 
Governor
Kearney Hub: UNK grad headlines 2022 ag & economic summit in Kearney
NY Times: These Republican Governors Are Delivering Results, and Many Voters Like Them for It
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: AGs from 15 states file brief to uphold Nebraska's signature-gathering rule
Columbus Telegram: Drier than a bone: Platte River goes dry in wake of hot, rainless year
OWH: Omaha industrial park, affordable housing among top priorities in $335 million recovery act
OWH: Facebook slated to expand Sarpy Data Center for second time
 
Opinion
OWH Public Pulse


1. Public health challenge
2. Gas price relief
3. Dereliction of duties
4. Holding on to power
5. Access to contraception
6. An influential voice
7. Laughable defense
8. Legal, safe and accessible


LJS Editorial, 7/29: State should be cautious with reserve fund
LJS Letters
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1. Standing Bear taught lesson
2. All deserve reproductive rights


 
National/Federal
AP: DC requests National Guard help with busloads of migrants
 


Kearney Hub: UNK grad headlines 2022 ag & economic
summit in Kearney


 
LINCOLN – Governor Pete Ricketts, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development (DED) and
the Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA) encourage Nebraskans to register for the Governor's
Ag and Economic Development Summit on Wednesday, August 10, 2022, at the Younes Conference
Center in Kearney.
Registration for the event is now open at govsummit.nebraska.gov. U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Daniel J. Kritenbrink, will be the keynote speaker. "Nebraska is
successfully creating jobs and attracting investment," said Gov. Ricketts. "This year's Summit will
convene leaders from across the state to discuss how to build on this positive momentum. Attending
the Summit is a great way to make connections with fellow Nebraskans who play key roles in our
state's growth. We look forward to hosting Assistant Secretary of State Kritenbrink and hearing his
insights on opportunities to grow Nebraska through international trade."
As the state's premier economic development forum, the Summit includes an agricultural focus, with
co-sponsor NDA hosting a number of industry-related sessions. Discussion tracks will include
overcoming supply chain challenges, growing ag-related exports, supporting small businesses,
workforce development and much more.
Assistant Secretary of State Kritenbrink is scheduled to provide remarks during lunch. Kritenbrink
grew up on a farm near Ashland and graduated from the University of Nebraska at Kearney. He
served as U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam from 2017 to 2021 after being appointed by President Donald
Trump.
The Summit will officially kick off on the evening of Aug. 9 with a reception and banquet hosted by
the Nebraska Diplomats and NetChoice. During that event, numerous Diplomats and Nebraska
businesses will be recognized for their contributions to the state's economic success over the
previous year.
Registration for the Diplomat Banquet and Summit can be accessed at govsummit.nebraska.gov. A
full Summit agenda is also available through the website. For questions, contact Lori Shaal at
lori.shaal@nebraska.gov or 402-471-3780.
 


NY Times: These Republican Governors Are Delivering
Results, and Many Voters Like Them for It


 



mailto:lori.shaal@nebraska.gov





Republican flamethrowers and culture warriors like Donald Trump and Representatives Matt Gaetz
and Marjorie Taylor Greene typically draw an outsize amount of media attention.
Americans may conclude from this that there is a striking, and perhaps unfortunate, relationship
between extremism and political success.
But Republicans aren’t hoping for a red wave in the midterms only because norm-thrashing or
scandal sells. The truth is much more banal, yet also important for parties to internalize and better
for politics generally: In states across the country, Republican governors are delivering real results
for people they are physically more proximate to than federal officials.
Now, it’s true that the party that controls the presidency nearly always gets whipped in midterm
elections, and inflation would be a huge drag on any party in power. And it’s also true that among
those governors are culture warriors like Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida and Gov. Greg Abbott of
Texas.
But people too often overlook the idea that actual results, especially ones related to pocketbook
issues, can often be as important as rhetoric. Looked at that way, lots of Republicans — some with
high public profiles, and some who fly below the radar — are excelling.
Start with the simplest measure: popularity. Across the country, 13 of the 15 most popular
governors are Republicans. That list does not just include red states. In fact, blue-state Republican
governors like Phil Scott of Vermont, Charlie Baker of Massachusetts and Larry Hogan of Maryland
are among the most popular.
There are many reasons that G.O.P. governors seem to be succeeding. It’s true that governors can’t
take credit for everything. Sometimes they just get lucky. But they do make policy choices, and those
made by governors since the start of Covid have made a difference in particular.
For example, take a look at the most recent Bureau of Labor Statistics data on unemployment. In the
10 states with the lowest rates as of June, eight were led by Republican governors. Several governors
who don’t make frequent appearances in national news stand out, like Pete Ricketts of Nebraska,
Chris Sununu of New Hampshire, Spencer Cox of Utah and Phil Scott of Vermont. Their states have
unemployment rates under 2.5 percent, and of the 20 states with the lowest unemployment rates,
just four are led by Democrats.
States with Republican governors have also excelled in economic recovery since the start of the
pandemic. Standouts in this measure include Mr. Abbott and Doug Ducey of Arizona.
These results reflect many things — some states have grown and others have shrunk, for example —
but are at least in part a result of policy choices made by their elected leaders since the start of the
pandemic. For example, governors like Kristi Noem in South Dakota often rejected lockdowns and
economic closures.
Republican governors were also far more likely to get children back to in-person school, despite
intense criticism.
Covid policy doesn’t explain everything. Fiscal governance has also made a difference. The Cato
Institute’s Fiscal Report Card on America’s governors for 2020 (the most recent edition available),
which grades them on tax and spending records, gives high marks to many Republicans. Nearly all of
the top-ranked states in this report have Republican governors, like Kim Reynolds of Iowa or Mr.
Ricketts. (Some Democratic governors also ranked highly, including Steve Sisolak of Nevada and Roy
Cooper of North Carolina.) Some have made their mark with employer-attracting tax cuts, others
with spending controls, others with a mixture.
Most states mandate a balanced budget, so taxing and spending policies are important for fiscal
stability. Low taxes tend to attract and keep employers and employees. Restrained budgets help
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ensure that taxes can be kept low without sacrificing bond ratings, which may matter if debt-
financed spending is needed in a crisis or to try to stimulate businesses to hire more.
Asa Hutchinson of Arkansas has cut taxes for individuals, reduced the number of tax brackets and cut
the corporate income tax rate. Mr. Sununu has restrained spending, vetoed a payroll tax proposal
and cut business taxes. Brian Kemp of Georgia, by contrast, actually paused some tax cuts that had
been scheduled — and focused almost exclusively on spending restraint, issuing a directive for state
agencies to generate budget cuts and keeping 2020 general fund growth to a tiny 1 percent.
Even in blue Vermont, Mr. Scott — despite being an odd duck among governors because he is not
constrained by a balanced-budget amendment — kept the increase in general fund spendingto an
annual average of just 2.4 percent between 2017 and 2020, and he has also cut taxes. He signed a
bill to ensure that the federal tax reform instituted under Mr. Trump and limiting state and local tax
deductions wouldn’t result in Vermonters getting hammered. He has also cut individual income tax
rates, reduced the number of tax brackets and resisted new payroll taxes in favor of voluntary paid
leave plans for private-sector employers.
Republicans who have a big impact on the day-to-day lives of many Americans — unlike, say,
Representative Kevin McCarthy or certainly Mr. Trump, and in terms of the quality of state
economies, local job markets and education — are delivering. In our federalist system, a lot of power
still sits with states and not the federal government and determines much about citizens’ lives.
This is a big reason that Republicans are well positioned heading into the midterms. It should be a
warning to Joe Biden and Democrats — and to some of the culture warriors. Cable-news combat
over whatever the outrage of the day is may deliver politicians the spotlight. But sound economic
policy and focusing on the job, not theatrics, are delivering basic day-to-day results that Americans
want, need and will reward.
By Liz Mair
 


LJS: AGs from 15 states file brief to uphold Nebraska's
signature-gathering rule


 
Attorneys general from 15 states asked the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals to uphold a requirement
that petition initiatives obtain signatures from 5% of voters in 38 of Nebraska’s 93 counties.
The amicus brief, written by Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge and filed with the court on
Wednesday, says the lawsuit filed by Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana to invalidate the
requirement “involves much more” than the signature-gathering requirement in the Cornhusker
state.
“Several of Amici States’ constitutions and laws provide that citizens may place legislation and
constitutional amendments on the ballot via signature petition,” the attorneys general — all
Republicans — wrote. “Amici States have an interest in defending these state-created systems from
federal oversight."
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, which sponsored a pair of petition initiatives this year to legalize
cannabis for medical use in Nebraska, sued Secretary of State Bob Evnen in May, arguing the
multicounty requirement was unconstitutional.
U.S. District Court Judge John Gerrard sided with Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana in June and
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issued an injunction blocking Evnen from enforcing the requirement ahead of the deadline for
petitions to qualify for the 2022 ballot.
In his decision, Gerrard said the requirement, which has been part of Nebraska’s constitution for a
century, violated the Equal Protection Clause of the U.S. Constitution because it empowered rural
counties over those in urban areas.
A few weeks later, one day before the deadline for filing petitions on July 7, the appeals court
granted Evnen’s emergency motion to stay the injunction until arguments could be heard, meaning
the multicounty requirement was once again in effect.
The panel split on the state’s motion. Judges Raymond Gruender of St. Louis and David R. Stras of
Minneapolis granted the motion, while Judge Jane Kelly of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, would have denied it.
Both sides submitted briefs with the court this week arguing their case, largely rehashing arguments
submitted before the district court.
The state said the geographic requirement ensured voters from across the state would be engaged
in the petition process; the petition backers said the requirement gave more power to those same
voters over those living in the state’s most populous areas.
The amicus brief, which seeks to persuade the court, backed the arguments made by Nebraska
Attorney General Doug Peterson’s office that the geographic diversity requirement serves an
important state interest and that the “one person, one vote” doctrine did not apply to signers of a
petition.
Over half the states have some form of initiative or referendum process, the brief states, while 13 of
those states have set further requirements to ensure petitions obtain broad support before going
before voters.
“They are designed to ensure that important changes in a state’s legal landscape, especially
constitutional amendments, are vetted by more than just voters in the state’s largest handful of
counties before being placed on the ballot,” the attorneys general wrote.
“Without a requirement of attaining a modicum of support from a wide cross-section of voters, rural
counties in particular would be entirely shut out of the process,” they added.
The brief argues the Constitution protects voters’ rights to choose representatives but “does not
regulate an entirely state-created right to direct democracy via ballot initiatives.”
It also states the district court erred in how it balanced the state’s interests for enforcing the
requirement against whether or not it was actually burdensome, noting the U.S. Supreme Court had
not endorsed the balancing test’s use for its requiring petitions obtain broad geographic support.
They also argued the district court’s decision misapplied the Supreme Court’s “one person, one vote
doctrine,” which they said has “no place in the context of state-created rights to direct democracy.”
“(I)n the ballot measure context, voters are not voting for a representative, no matter how the
measure comes to be placed on the ballot,” the brief states. “Serving a constituency of one does not
make someone a ‘representative’ in the context of the fundamental right to vote.”
Along with Arkansas, other states that joined the amicus brief include: Alabama, Alaska, Florida,
Idaho, Indiana, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah,
and West Virginia. All have attorneys general that are affiliated with the Republican Party.
Backers of both the medical marijuana petition and the lawsuit seeking to invalidate the multicounty
rule said the brief filed by other states was unprecedented and an unnecessary incursion.
“Nebraskans are suffering every day and unable to receive the care they need from their physicians,
and other states — many of which already have access to this care — have decided to intervene in a
lawsuit and attempt to deny medical care to Nebraskans,” said Crista Eggers, who is the plaintiff in







the lawsuit on behalf of Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana.
Jane Seu, an attorney with ACLU of Nebraska, which filed the lawsuit along with the ballot initiative,
said there was nothing the amicus brief “offers a compelling argument as to why Nebraskans should
continue to be deprived of equal power” in the ballot initiative process.
“No matter what county we live in, our signatures on a petition should carry equal weight,” Seu said
in a statement. “That’s what the Constitution says and that is why we brought this lawsuit.”
Lincoln Sen. Adam Morfeld, who co-sponsored the petition with Sen. Anna Wishart, called the
amicus brief “an unprecedented attack” by other states to stop Nebraskans’ right to the petition.
“We won’t be intimidated and we will not back down,” Morfeld said.
Shortly after the temporary injunction against the multicounty rule was lifted in early July,
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana submitted 87,000 signatures on each of its two petitions.
The first petition would require the Legislature to enact a law protecting doctors who recommend
cannabis for their patients as well as those individuals who possess or use cannabis at the
recommendation of their doctor.
The second would require lawmakers to pass legislation protecting companies that produce, supply
or distribute cannabis for medical purposes in Nebraska.
Wishart said the campaign would not know if it had obtained 5% of voters in 38 counties on either
petition until those names are verified by county election officials.
By Chris Dunker
 


Columbus Telegram: Drier than a bone: Platte River goes dry
in wake of hot, rainless year


 
Before Lake McConaughy was constructed in the 1930s, the Platte River would dry up seasonally
every year or so, according to Lyndon Vogt, general manager of the Central Platte Natural Resource
Department.
"Most people don’t realize prior to McConaughy it went dry every year because of the snow melt in
Colorado. Once the snow melt went off, it went dry," Vogt said.
Since the advent of Lake McConaughy and the Kingsley Dam, water was able to be backed up and
allocated for use from the lake, for irrigation and other purposes.
"We have the reservoir, which gives us more opportunity to release water and we see it less dry and
last longer," Vogt said.
Due to recent very low rainfall for the area, however, the Platte River has gone dry until more
precipitation comes.
According to the National Weather Service Omaha office, in May, the Columbus area usually sees an
average of 4.57 inches of rainfall, with this year coming in at 2.64. For June, the average level was
4.69, and this year totaled 1.52, and July, so far, has come to 2.44 of the typical 2.94 inches.
"We're substantially below our average rainfall, it's very hot and very dry this year for this district.
We're getting some water out of McConaughy, for surface water irrigation," Vogt said.
$1 million to fund UNL develop early warning of drought-fueled political instability
Vogt indicated the drought doesn't affect groundwater channels like the Loup River as much, but will
still affect them some.







"Because of the dry weather, the groundwater table has dropped a little bit, most likely because
there's no seepage from the surface water," Vogt said.
Loup Power District President and CEO Neal Suess said that the slight dip in groundwater has
affected the Loup River but not to any significant degree.
"Last year was about as average as it could go across 80 years, we're a little bit down this year,"
Suess said. "Our hydroelectric starts out by Genoa, we take from the Loup, so it's kind of
underground spring water."
Suess noted that water from the Loup eventually empties into the Platte and that further east into
Colfax County, there is some flow due to that merge of the two rivers.
"Over in Schuyler, you can see some water in the Platte, coming from the Loup and our power
canal," Suess said.
Suess emphasized that Loup Power District is watching its water levels carefully due to the drought,
but so far isn't seeing any problems.
"We have water to operate under right now. We're constantly monitoring it and hoping it doesn't
affect us. So far, it's had a very minor to no effect," Suess said.
By Jared Barton
 


OWH: Omaha industrial park, affordable housing among top
priorities in $335 million recovery act


 
LINCOLN — The first developments of a $335 million effort to help underserved areas in Nebraska
will focus on affordable housing in Omaha and an industrial park near Eppley Airfield, the leading
lawmaker behind the effort said.
State Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha told The World-Herald that the legislation, dubbed the Economic
Recovery Act, will allot $20 million for affordable housing and $60 million for the industrial park,
both of which Wayne hopes will begin construction by November.
Most of the remaining money will be distributed later, after the proposed projects have been vetted
by an outside contractor, he said.
The Nebraska Legislature passed the Economic Recovery Act, Legislative Bill 1024, earlier this year.
Wayne, who introduced the bill, previously said some of the recovery efforts will be affordable
housing, infrastructure investments, crime prevention, financial literacy and education.
Though the main targets for aid are historically underserved areas in North and South Omaha, the
bill also aims to help some low-income communities in Lincoln and rural Nebraska.
“I’m hoping this project can be a beacon of change,” Wayne said.
Of the $335 million allocated for LB 1024, most — about $250 million — comes from the federal
American Rescue Plan Act. Most of the remaining money comes from Nebraska’s general fund, cash
reserve and a coronavirus capital projects fund.
The last major update on the economic recovery effort came shortly after the bill’s passage in late
April. At the time, a special committee of seven lawmakers, named the Economic Recovery Special
Committee, had been formed to study potential uses for the money.
The committee met once before the end of the session, and since then Wayne said the group has
convened for only one other official meeting.
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However, Wayne and fellow Omaha Sen. Terrell McKinney have been meeting with engineering firm
Olsson on an almost weekly basis. According to a press release, lawmakers hired the company to
study the potential eligible uses of the funding.
Specific locations have not been set for the affordable housing or industrial park plans, Wayne said.
The funding allotted for each effort will be distributed via grants, which the Nebraska Department of
Economic Development will award to eligible applicants, he said.
Aside from the affordable housing and industrial park developments, which were already outlined in
the bill, Wayne said most of the later developments under the Economic Recovery Act will be vetted
by Olsson, which will evaluate each proposal based on its “generational impact.”
Wayne said he is looking for “transformational” projects to be included in the effort. The industrial
park, for example, is expected to create about 1,000 jobs once complete, he estimated.
“While residents are eager to see the funds put to good use, it is critically important that these
dollars are targeted to projects with the greatest likelihood of creating fundamental change in our
community,” Wayne said in the press release.
The idea to build an industrial park near Eppley Airfield has been in the works for at least the last two
decades, but only now has the necessary funding to back it, Wayne said. There have already been
numerous studies on its economic feasibility, he said, and it was debated by lawmakers during this
year’s session.
Though the affordable housing piece is less specific, Wayne said there has been a known need for
more housing in the Omaha area for a long time. Given the time constraints attached to the ARPA
money, lawmakers thought it wise to set aside funding for the effort in the bill, he said.
According to the legislation, the $20 million will go to public or private entities that will either build
affordable housing or “conduct other eligible affordable housing interventions” outlined under
ARPA, including production, rehabilitation and preservation of affordable housing in underserved
areas of Omaha.
To help determine best uses for the remaining funding, Olsson will meet with business and economic
development stakeholders in Omaha to gather feedback the week of Aug. 15, according to the press
release. In September, the committee will host informational sessions in North and South Omaha
where the public can submit ideas.
All of this will lead to a final report in December that Wayne said will determine what projects they
will propose for the remaining funding, which the Legislature must approve in the next session.
Wayne previously said he does not expect lawmakers to approve additional funding if he is unable to
prove a need for it. On Wednesday, he said he is confident that he is on track to do so.
“We’re looking at big projects,” Wayne said.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Facebook slated to expand Sarpy Data Center for
second time


 
Meta, the parent company of Facebook, once again is slated to expand its data center in Sarpy
County.
Officials on Thursday announced plans for a ninth building at the data center’s campus along







Nebraska Highway 50. The new building means the campus will have 4 million square feet of space.
The social media group first broke ground in 2017 and opened the data center in 2019. The facility
expanded in 2021, crossing into Springfield, and prompting a name change from the Papillion Data
Center to the Sarpy Data Center.
The data center has more than 150 employees, said Matt Sexton, community development regional
manager. Once construction is complete, it should at least double the number of employees working
from the facility, he said.
Preliminary work already is underway on the project, Sexton said. Construction is expected to wrap
up in 2024.
Officials said in a press release that the facility will continue to be supported by 100% renewable
energy, made possible by investments in wind energy. That’s thanks in part to a wind farm in Dixon
County in northeast Nebraska.
By Kelsey Stewart
 


LJS Editorial, 7/29: State should be cautious with reserve
fund


 
Nebraska closed out its fiscal year with a record high $6.35 billion in net tax revenues. That led to
another record – $1.69 billion in the state’s cash reserve fund, where all excess revenues are
required to be placed.
Those revenues and the cash surplus have led politicians to call for tax relief  from the incoming
2023 Legislature, essentially using the surplus to pay for additional tax cuts to follow this year’s
LB873, which lowered the top income tax rates on corporations and individuals, ended income taxes
on Social Security benefits and increased property tax relief.
That politically popular call, however, should be resisted by senators and the incoming
administration of either GOP nominee Jim Pillen or Democrat Carol Blood. Spending the money in a
time of economic uncertainty wouldn’t be prudent or in the best interest of the state going forward.
The increased cash reserve will, as Sen. John Stinner of Gering, the outgoing chair of the Legislature’s
Appropriations Committee, points out, allow the state to weather what could well be a troubled
economy, pulled down by inflation, rising interest rates and a possible recession.
It is notable that neither the state Revenue Department or economic experts can precisely account
for why net individual income taxes were up by 20% and corporate income taxes were up by 18%
while sales tax collections were 2% lower than February projections.
Some simply point to Nebraska’s generally robust economy, which can’t alone explain the dramatic
increase. Others add the post-pandemic return to a fully-functioning, full employment economy to
the mix along with the impact of federal coronavirus relief funds on all economic segments.
But one thing is certain, 2022-2023 won’t replicate this year’s extraordinarily high tax revenues. In
fact, Tom Bergquist, director of the Legislative Fiscal Office told the Nebraska Tax Rate Review
Commission that the state may have already hit its peak.
The loss of the billions in federal funds will unquestionably reduce revenues and any economic
slowdown, even if not a full blown recession, will further cut the state’s tax income.
And Bergquist pointed out that about five years ago Nebraska saw back-to-back years where overall







revenue growth was a paltry 0.3%. A repeat of those economic doldrums would stress the normal
state operating budget to the point where cuts in programs and personnel could not be avoided.
And, it would make paying for the $900 million in LB873 cuts without raising taxes or making
draconian cuts difficult if not impossible.
For that reason, the conservatives that dominate state government should do the truly conservative
thing and save the cash reserve, no matter how large it appears today, for the economic rainy day
that is almost sure to come.
 


AP: DC requests National Guard help with busloads of
migrants


 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The District of Columbia has requested National Guard assistance to help
stem a “growing humanitarian crisis” prompted by thousands of migrants that have been sent to
Washington by a pair of southern states.
Mayor Muriel Bowser formally asked the White House last week for an open-ended deployment of
150 National Guard members per day as well as “suitable federal location” for a mass housing and
processing center, mentioning the D.C. Armory as a logical candidate. She met on July 21 with Liz
Sherwood-Randall, assistant to the president for homeland security, and Julie Chavez Rodriguez,
director of the White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs.
The crisis began in spring when Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey announced
plans to send busloads of migrants to Washington, D.C., in response to President Joe Biden's
decision to lift a pandemic-era emergency health order that restricted migrant entry numbers.
Since then the city estimates that nearly 200 buses have arrived, delivering more than 4,000
migrants to Union Station, often with no resources and no clue what to do next.
A coalition of local charitable groups has been working to feed and shelter the migrants, aided by a
$1 million grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. But organizers have been
warning that both their resources and personnel were nearing exhaustion.
“This reliance on NGOs is not working and is unsustainable — they are overwhelmed and
underfunded,” Bowser said in her letter. She has repeatedly stated that the influx was stressing her
government's ability to care for its own homeless residents and required intervention from Biden's
government.
“We know we have a federal issue that demands a federal response,” Bowser said at a July 18 press
conference.
In her letter, Bowser harshly criticizes Abbott and Ducey, accusing them of “cruel political
gamesmanship” and saying the pair had “decided to use desperate people to score political points.”
Bowser does not have the authority to personally order a National Guard deployment, an issue that
has become emotionally charged in recent years as a symbol of the district's entrenched status as
less than a state.
Her limited authority played a role in the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the Capitol building by
supporters of former President Donald Trump. When it became clear that the U.S. Capitol Police
were overmatched by the crowds, Bowser couldn’t immediately deploy the district guard. Instead,
crucial time was lost while the request was considered inside the Pentagon, and protesters







rampaged through the building.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 7-7-22
Date: Thursday, July 7, 2022 8:27:09 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jul 2022 7.06 94.00 08:09
Corn Oct 2022 5.57 -40.00 08:06
Milo Jul 2022 5.97 -15.00 08:09
Milo Oct 2022 5.27 -70.00 08:06
Soybeans Jul 2022 14.29 -55.00 08:09
Soybeans Oct 2022 12.95 -65.00 08:05
Wheat Jul 2022 8.06 -75.00 08:08
Wheat Jul 2023 7.75 -100.00 08:02
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10/11: Petitioners and organizers scramble for signatures before Thursday deadline
10/11: Columbus Recharge Project helps mitigate declining water levels
NPM: Reports Show Spending to Get Questions on Ballot
NPM: Santee Sioux Chair on Current Reservation Abortion Laws
NTV: COVID-19 cases going up while hospitalizations due to the virus are decreasing
 
Governor
NP Telegraph: Two westernmost Nebraska Game and Parks Commission members nominated for
fresh terms
Sterling Journal Advocate: Gov. Polis visits Perkins Canal site during tour of eastern Colorado
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Appellate court grants state of Nebraska's request to stay ruling on petition-signature
requirement
OWH: Nebraska medical marijuana petition drive suffers legal setback but nearing signature goal
OWH: Bellevue added to list of spots in Nebraska with license plate readers
GII: Fonner would be managing partner of an Ogallala racetrack casino
 
Opinion
OWH Midlands Voices: School districts more susceptible when it comes to lawsuits involving religion
OWH Midlands Voices: Supreme Court ruling on Roe is regressive and harmful
OWH Public Pulse


1. Pansing Brooks is refreshing
2. Mass transit
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3. Guardianship of democracy
4. Fact-finding missions
5. Not for hunting
6. Gun laws


LJS Editorial, 7/7: Time to act on finding new water source
LJS Local View: Ready for vote, fairness
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1. Raikes pushes strong schools


Nebraska Examiner Commentary: Keeping it simple at the ballot box
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AP: US allows pharmacists to prescribe Pfizer's COVID-19 pill
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NP Telegraph: Two westernmost Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission members nominated for fresh terms


 
The two westernmost Nebraska Game and Parks Commission members have been nominated for
fresh terms in Gov. Pete Ricketts’ latest appointments to state boards and commissions.
District 6 Commissioner Pat Berggren of Broken Bow and District 7 Commissioner Doug Zingula of
Sidney will have to be confirmed by the Legislature to continue on the eight-member Game and
Parks board.
Ricketts, whose second and last term as governor expires in January, also renominated at-large
Commissioner Scott Cassels of Omaha to another Game and Parks term.
Other west central Nebraska residents appointed to boards and commissions are listed below.
Asterisks indicate nominees who are subject to Unicameral confirmation.
» Nebraska Motor Vehicle Industry Licensing Board*: Thomas McCaslin, Broken Bow.
» Rural Health Advisory Commission*: Rebecca Schroeder, Curtis; Roger Wells, Lexington.
» Advisory Committee on Aging: Philip Lyons, McCook.
» Board of Examiners for County Highway and City Street Superintendents: Kent Anderson, Paxton.
» Nebraska Council on Developmental Disabilities: Jason Gieschen, Ogallala.
» Enhanced Wireless 911 Advisory Board: Steve Reeves, North Platte.
» Nebraska Board of Geologists: Douglas Hallum, Maxwell.
» Governor’s Council to Keep Nebraska Beautiful: Daryl Cisney, Ogallala.
» State Advisory Committee on Mental Health Services: Ashley Pankonin, Grant.
» Niobrara Council: Dallas Dodson, Mary Mercure and Richard Mercure, Valentine.
By Todd von Kampen
 


Sterling Journal Advocate: Gov. Polis visits Perkins Canal site
during tour of eastern Colorado







 
Colorado is waiting to see the results of a feasibility study on the Perkins County Canal, expected in
December, before deciding its next move.
Gov. Jared Polis told water officials, reporters and landowners Wednesday that he wants to see what
the anticipated study says before making any public remarks about how Colorado might fight the
Nebraska plan or help irrigators replace water lost to that project.
Polis was on a 600-mile tour of northeast Colorado Wednesday that included stops in Amherst,
Burlington, Eads, Hugo and Matheson. During the tour he emphasized that his administration has
seen first-hand the challenges farmers and ranchers face, and Wednesday’s foray was meant to
drive that point home.
At Julesburg, Polis spent more than an hour talking with water officials and others about the Perkins
Canal, a proposed project that would divert water from the South Platte River near Ovid into a
storage reservoir somewhere in Nebraska.
The canal is allowed under the terms of the South Platte River Compact of 1923, and can divert up to
500 cubic feet per second out of the river during the winter months. But without the canal, Nebraska
can’t exercise that water right. Work on the canal was begun in the 1890s but was abandoned
because of cost. Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts revived the project in 2021, saying Nebraska needed to
secure that winter water right before Colorado water storage projects “dry up the river.” Ricketts
asked his legislature for $500 million to build it, but the senators only authorized $50 million for
research and design.
There are numerous practical barriers to the project, not the least of which is how to route the
canal. The original route now is crossed at least three times by Interstate 76 and, if dug as originally
laid out, the route would take it literally right through the front door of the Julesburg Visitor Center.
Polis pointed out those barriers and repeatedly said he doesn’t see how the project can be feasible.
“We think Nebraskans will come to their senses, and realize it’s a big boondoggle,” Polis said. “It’s
very unlikely that the project will come to fruition. If their approach is adversarial, then we will deal
with that, but there are many, many difficulties in the way of (the project.)”
Colorado State Engineer Kevin Rein, who heads the state’s Division of Water Resources, said the
canal would disrupt return flows along the 11 miles of the South Platte between Ovid and the state
line. Those return flows don’t just benefit Colorado, Rein pointed out; they flow into Nebraska as
well.
“The water may not be there in the amounts they’ve advertised to their legislature,” Rein said.
Polis used the visit to refute a claim apparently made frequently by the Ricketts administration that
Colorado regularly violates the 1923 compact by failing to deliver the water called for.
“Colorado has never once been out of compliance, since the day that compact was signed,” Polis
said.
The accusation apparently arises because, during especially dry seasons, there isn’t enough water in
the river to deliver the prescribed flow. The compact is, in fact, junior to some very old and very
large irrigation projects below Brush that are allowed to take water before the compact has to be
satisfied.
The governor’s group also toured the property of Jay Goddard, who manages the Julesburg branch
of the Points West Community Bank. Goddard’s property lies along Interstate 76 and still contains
evidence of the digging that was done in the late 1800s when the Perkins Canal was first started and
then abandoned. The spot is one of several along I-76 where evidence of earth moving still can be
seen.







By Jeff Rice
 


LJS: Appellate court grants state of Nebraska's request to
stay ruling on petition-signature requirement


 
The 8th Circuit Court of Appeals has granted Nebraska election officials' emergency motion to stay a
federal judge's preliminary injunction that would have changed how petition signatures are counted
to get initiatives on the ballot in the state.
The decision came late in the afternoon the day before the signatures were due to Nebraska
Secretary of State Bob Evnen's office, meaning petitions still must have signatures from 5% of
registered voters in 38 of the state's 93 counties to get on the ballot.
Judges Raymond Gruender of St. Louis and David R. Stras of Minneapolis split with Judge Jane Kelly
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, who said she would have denied the motion.
The state's emergency appeal and motion for stay followed U.S. District Court Judge John Gerrard's
ruling last month blocking Evnen from enforcing the multicounty requirement and denying the
state's request for a stay, which followed.
Crista Eggers, a campaign coordinator for the ballot initiatives seeking to allow doctors to
recommend cannabis to their patients and providing patients access to cannabis, said the
multicounty requirement diluted the voting power of individuals in the state's most populous
counties.
That, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana and the ACLU of Nebraska argued, violated the Equal
Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment.
Solicitor General James Campbell argued the state would be irreparably harmed if prevented from
performing its duty under the Nebraska Constitution.
"This injects a cloud of uncertainty around the initiative process and upcoming election," he said of
Gerrard's lower court ruling.
In a brief, Campbell said the legal claims being made in the case don't implicate the federally
protected fundamental right to vote — upon which Gerrard relied — because that pertains to voting
for representative candidates. Not the right to sign a petition proposing an initiative. 
Gerrard had rejected the idea in his order. 
Following the ruling, Eggers called the decision disappointing, saying "Every Nebraskan's signature
should have equal weight.
"From our perspective, this stay adds unnecessary confusion at a critical juncture. We will keep
moving forward so that we can legalize medical cannabis and help suffering Nebraskans,” she said in
a news release.
Earlier Wednesday, an official with Citizens for Voter ID said organizers of that petition drive are
confident they will meet their signature-gathering goal by Thursday, while Raise the Wage Nebraska
reported Friday that it had cleared its goal by more than 40,000 signatures.
Sam Petto of ACLU of Nebraska said if initiative supporters ultimately are successful in the medical
marijuana case, it's possible that campaigns still could qualify for the November ballot so long as
they collected enough total signatures, even if they did not meet the multicounty distribution
requirement.







Earlier in the day, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana said they had collected the roughly 87,000
signatures required for their two petitions but were still working to get 5,000 more.
Jane Seu, an attorney with the ACLU, said the decision was a setback but not the end of the case,
and organizers are confident.
“At every turn, state officials have tried to maintain the unconstitutional multicounty distribution
requirement, but the constitutional standards clearly favor our clients. We are ready for whatever
comes next and we will continue making our case until we can earn a permanent victory,” she said.
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH: Nebraska medical marijuana petition drive suffers
legal setback but nearing signature goal


 
LINCOLN — One day before the deadline to turn in petition signatures, a federal appeals court dealt
a blow to the Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana campaign Wednesday.
The 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals reversed a lower court’s decision, which means the state can
enforce a requirement that initiative petition drives collect valid signatures from at least 5% of
registered voters in 38 counties to make the ballot.
Earlier on Wednesday, campaign manager Crista Eggers said the medical marijuana petitions were
“hovering” around the 87,000 total signature goal. She said she didn’t know where the petition drive
stood on county distribution.
But she said efforts were continuing to collect more signatures to account for those that may be
ruled invalid by the Secretary of State’s Office. She said organizers were aiming to get 5,000 more
signatures each on the twin petitions by Thursday’s 5 p.m. deadline.
Eggers said Wednesday’s court order does not change that goal or mean the petition will fall short
on the multicounty requirement. She said counting and sorting of signatures will be going on up to
the last minute.
“We’re focused on collecting signatures. That’s all that matters right now,” she said. “We are
capable of bringing this across the finish line.”
Eggers said volunteers are gathering signatures all across Omaha and Lincoln, as well as locations in
other cities including Beatrice, North Platte, Grand Island and York. She said the campaign will be
gathering signatures pretty much nonstop until noon Thursday.
The multicounty signature requirement is in the Nebraska Constitution, along with a requirement to
collect a certain total number of signatures. ACLU of Nebraska, on behalf of Eggers and Nebraskans
for Medical Marijuana, challenged the signature distribution requirement, arguing that it gave
greater weight to voters in small, rural counties and violated the “one person, one vote” principle.
U.S. District Judge John Gerrard issued a preliminary injunction against the multicounty requirement
on June 13. But the state appealed, requesting emergency action because of the looming petition
deadline.
The appeals court order, which was issued 2-1 by a three-judge panel, granted the state’s request
and lifted Gerrard’s injunction. But it did not decide the underlying issue, which will be addressed
through ongoing litigation.
“Today’s decision is a setback but not the end of our case,” said Jane Seu, an ACLU attorney. “We







were very encouraged by the earlier ruling in this case and we continue to feel confident.”
After the Nebraska Supreme Court rejected a similar campaign to legalize medical marijuana in 2020
because the petition contained more than one subject, the campaign was resurrected with two
petitions.
The first petition would require the Legislature to enact new statutes protecting both the doctors
who recommend medical cannabis and the patients who use it from criminal penalty. The second
would require lawmakers to pass a bill protecting private entities that produce and supply cannabis
for medical purposes.
As of last week, the campaign had about 67,000 signatures for each petition. Eggers said the holiday
weekend was “huge” for the campaign, which gathered nearly 20,000 signatures to get it close to its
goal.
However, now that the campaign is in the middle of the week following a holiday, Eggers said she
isn’t sure the petitions can get the 5,000 signatures it needs. She said it’s up to Nebraskans whether
the campaign “sinks or flies.”
“I can’t say I’m confident,” Eggers said Wednesday.
Eggers said she also is concerned that some volunteers in distant areas of the state have signatures
they have yet to turn in. At this point, she said, it is too late to mail them back to the campaign.
Petition drop-off locations are listed on the campaign’s website, nebraskamarijuana.org. Residents
also can find places they can sign the petitions there, she said.
“Don’t wake up on July 8th asking what more you could have done to help save a life,” State Sen.
Anna Wishart of Lincoln said in a campaign press release.
Meanwhile, two other statewide petitions have said they are either on track or already have the
signatures they need to get on the ballot.
An official with Citizens for Voter ID said they are confident the group will meet its signature-
gathering goal by Thursday, while Raise the Wage Nebraska reported Friday that it had cleared its
goal by over 40,000 signatures.
By Erin Bamer and Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Bellevue added to list of spots in Nebraska with
license plate readers


 
Two Bellevue intersections now are equipped with license plate readers, and four police cruisers
soon will be outfitted with the specialized equipment.
The Bellevue Police Department installed license plate readers at 15th Street and Cornhusker Road
as well as Fort Crook Road North and Chandler Road, Capt. Tom Dargy said Wednesday.
Bellevue signed a five-year contract with Motorola Solutions at a cost of $198,000 to place the two
cameras at the intersections and in the cruisers, Dargy said. The cruisers will be delivered later this
year.
Logs of license plate numbers passing through the intersections will be maintained for 180 days, he
said. The data then will be automatically deleted unless it’s being used as evidence or is subject to a
preservation request, warrant, subpoena or court order. A department policy also exempts data
“involved in an active, ongoing criminal investigation” from automatic deletion.
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Data is considered for official use only but “can be shared for legitimate law enforcement purposes”
or when subject to a valid court order, according to department policy.
“I’ve already seen some concerns in online comments about personal information being recorded,”
Dargy said. “That is not the case. The cameras will only record the license plates, and only about five
people in the department will have access to that information.”
In 2018, Nebraska lawmakers passed a bill to rein in government use of automatic license plate
readers. LB 93, sponsored by State Sen. Matt Hansen of Lincoln, set limits on how law enforcement
and other agencies can gather and share information collected by the technology. It passed 47-0.
Automatic license plate readers are cameras mounted on patrol cars or stationary objects along the
road that snap a photograph of every license plate that passes by. Images of the plates, along with
the time, date and location, are recorded and transmitted to a database.
The American Civil Liberties Union has raised concerns in a number of states, including Nebraska,
about what information is being gathered on the general driving public and what agencies do with
the collected data.
ACLU attorney Jane Seu said Wednesday that the license plate reader technology “fundamentally
presents privacy concerns and the possibility of misuse and abuse. Under this system, innocent
drivers’ plates will be recorded and stored for months before being deleted. Likewise, the
department’s policy allows officers to manually enter plates for vague ‘investigative purposes.’
Bellevue residents should be concerned about the new cameras and plans to expand them to police
vehicles.”
Under LB 93, government agencies can use the readers to identify vehicles linked to ongoing
criminal investigations, reported as stolen or associated with a missing person. They also can be used
to identify vehicles with outstanding parking or traffic violations and for some other traffic
enforcement purposes.
Bellevue police plan to use the cameras “to identify vehicles that are the subject of police
investigations and complaints,” Dargy said. To ask that the system check for a certain vehicle, a law
enforcement agency would need to provide the license plate number, a set time period for
monitoring and the reason for the request.
Dargy said Lancaster and Seward Counties have been using license plate readers on cruisers for
about a year.
The Kearney Police Department said in June that it had begun testing automated license plate
readers.
By Kevin Cole
 


GII: Fonner would be managing partner of an Ogallala
racetrack casino


 
If a casino and racetrack are built down the road in more ways than one, Grand Island’s Fonner Park
will be managing partner of that facility.
In late June, the Ogallala City Council and Keith County Board of Commissioners supported the idea
of a $100 million resort complex that would be built with the involvement of Elite Casino Resorts,
Kehl Management and Fonner Park.
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Elite Casino Resorts, based in Iowa, is the casino partner for the planned Grand Island Casino Resort
at Fonner Park. Elite Casino Resorts is owned by the Kehl family.
Elite invited Fonner to be involved in a casino-racetrack project in the Ogallala area, said Fonner Park
Chief Executive Officer Chris Kotulak.
If there is to be an additional race track license “granted in Nebraska years down the road, I would
expect that to be in either North Platte or Ogallala,” Kotulak said Wednesday. “And Ogallala makes
abundantly more sense of a location than North Platte because of all of their tourism that they
generate from eastern Colorado.”
Kotulak noted that the granting of another Nebraska race track license is far from a certainty, and
might not happen anytime soon.
But Elite Casino Resorts CEO Dan Kehl asked if Fonner Park would like to be the racetrack managing
partner if an application is approved for Ogallala.
The members of Fonner’s executive board agreed. “We talked about it and they agreed to that
idea,” Kotulak said.
In speaking to Nebraska legislators and other decision-makers in the past, Kotulak stressed the
importance of prohibiting another racetrack casino within a 150-mile radius of Fonner Park.
Ogallala, he noted, is beyond that 150-mile limit. So he doesn’t feel that he’s backtracking on his
earlier comments.
The distance between Grand Island and Ogallala is 195 miles. North Platte is 146 miles from Grand
Island.
The 150-mile limit is important, Kotulak said.
“There’s no way we can reach the goals that we set out to do with the Grand Island Casino Resort if
there are other casinos cutting into our market,” he said. “And we want to have a resort here, not
just a metal building with slot machines.”
Dan Kehl shares Kotulak’s belief that if a casino racetrack is built in western Nebraska, “it sure makes
sense that it would be Ogallala, not North Platte,” Kotulak said.
Huge numbers of Coloradoans flock each summer to the Ogallala area, which is home to Lake
McConaughy.
Kotulak was in Ogallala recently, “and that is really a cute, charming town that’s heading in the right
direction with things,” he said.
As it stands now, Elite Casino Resorts envisions a casino-racetrack resort similar in size to the one
planned for Grand Island.
If thoroughbreds were to race in Keith County, Kotulak doesn’t know what time of the year that
might happen.
“We’d have to figure out a way that it would complement the Nebraska throroughbred racing
calendar,” he said.
For decades, Nebraska racetracks combined to offer thoroughbred racing 10 months out of the year,
Kotulak said.
On June 28, representatives of Elite Casino Resorts, joined by Kotulak, submitted its application in
Lincoln for a Nebraska gaming license for Fonner Park. The application materials filled three boxes.
The application was accompanied by a check for $1 million. A Nebraska casino operators’ license
costs $5 million for a five-year duration. That amount consists of an initial $1 million payment due at
the time of application and $1 million paid annually for the license term.
A key step in the process for Grand Island would be a provisional license granted by the Nebraska
Racing and Gaming Commission, said Sharon Haselhoff, a regional vice president for Elite Casino







Resorts.
On June 28 and 29, after submitting the gaming application for Fonner Park, Kotulak and Elite Casino
representatives traveled to Keith County to make presentations about the proposed Ogallala casino
and racetrack.
In April of 2021, Fonner announced that Elite Casino Resorts had been selected casino partner for
Fonner Park. Elite Casino will build and operate the hotel and casino.
By Jeff Bahr
 


OWH Midlands Voices: School districts more susceptible
when it comes to lawsuits involving religion


 
The World-Herald editorial entitled, “Religious freedom includes keeping government out of
religious matters” is a good overview of the U.S. constitutional provisions protecting religious
freedom. As the U.S. Supreme Court noted in a recent decision, two clauses have “complementary”
purposes.
The “establishment” clause protects individual religious freedom by prohibiting the government
from compelling a particular religious practice. The “free exercise” clause protects individual
religious freedom by prohibiting the government from interfering with the religious practices of
individuals.
The point of the editorial, as I understand it, is that compelling students to pray in a public school
violates the establishment clause of the U.S. Constitution. Indeed, the U.S. Supreme Court has said
exactly that and I see no chance that the current U.S. Supreme Court is going to change that.
My observation when I was Nebraska’s Attorney General, and as an interested observer of freedom
of religion cases around the country, is that the government, in the case of school districts, is much
more likely to unconstitutionally restrict religious freedom of students and teachers than in coercing
them.
For example, based on actual cases, the Supreme Court has said that a teacher cannot be fired for
quietly praying over lunch, for wearing a yarmulke to school, or offering a voluntary prayer on the
football field.
Many school administrators sincerely believe that the Constitution requires them to prohibit any
religious practice by their students and teachers on school grounds. The Supreme Court specifically
rejected this idea in the recent case of Kennedy v. Bremerton School District (the praying coach
case).
The Court said, “The only added twist here is the District’s suggestion not only that it may prohibit
teachers from engaging in any demonstrative religious activity, but that it must do so in order to
conform to the Constitution. Such a rule would be a sure sign that our Establishment Clause
jurisprudence has gone off the rails. In the name of protecting religious liberty, the District would
have us suppress it.”
The reason many school administrators are confused about religious activity on school grounds is a
series of confusing Supreme Court cases in the past. Specifically, the three-part “Lemon” test which
called for an examination of a law’s purposes, effects and potential for entanglement with religion
and whether a “reasonable observer” would consider the government’s challenged action an







endorsement of religion. The Supreme Court in the Kennedy case clearly and specifically rejected
those tests.
Because of the misunderstanding of the establishment clause, when I was Nebraska’s Attorney
General, I sent a memorandum to every school district in Nebraska explaining what the courts had
said about a school district’s duty to protect the free exercise of religion by their students and
teachers. More recently, in January 2020, the U.S. Department of Education issued a document
headlined “Guidance on Constitutionally Protected Prayer and Religious Expression in Public
Elementary and Secondary Schools.” It can be found
at www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/religionandschools/prayer_guidance.html.
Among other things, that document discusses permissible prayer during non-instruction time,
organized prayer groups, moments of silence, prayer in class assignments, distribution of religious
literature on school grounds, and teaching about religion, all of which are constitutionally protected
activities under the circumstances explained in the Guidance.
I would encourage all Nebraska school administrators and their attorneys to read that document and
the Kennedy case because, in my opinion, it is much more likely a school district will be on the losing
end of a lawsuit for attempting to prohibit constitutionally protected religious activity than for
allowing it.
Former Nebraska Attorney General Don Stenberg is an honors graduate of Harvard Law School and
the author of “Eavesdropping on Lucifer,” available on Amazon.com.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Supreme Court ruling on Roe is
regressive and harmful


 
In a recent Pew Research Center Survey, carried out in March 2022 before the U.S. Supreme Court
struck down the Roe, 61% of Americans held the view that abortion should be legal in all or most
circumstances.
Further questioning revealed that within this view existed diverse opinions about abortion such as
the moral obligation, timing and circumstance (maternal and fetal health) of terminating pregnancy
and yet for the majority of Americans the fundamental question of the right to privacy and
autonomy of women health was more important.
Their nuanced view was either due to a personal experience, knowing someone who had made a
difficult choice about an unintended pregnancy or just being empathetic, a fundamental human
feature. Empathy could be visceral or acquired after knowing the facts.
The facts are as follows — based on scientific data culled over the last 50 years:
Unintended pregnancy occurs in every society and its management through birth or abortion defines
a woman’s reproductive autonomy. When carried out legally, abortion is significantly safer than a
childbirth. When carried out illegally, the back alley abortion of the pre-Roe era, besides mental
stress and stigma it can cause injury, infertility, infection or even death.
The majority of abortions are opted for by women who already have a child and are mainly due to
financial constraints, as most of them are in a low-income bracket, a good proportion well below the
federal poverty line.
It is rather intuitive that the recent ruling will subject these women to emotional, physical and
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financial hardship of making a choice of keeping the pregnancy against all odds, travel outside the
state to obtain legal abortion or resort to unsafe and risky procedures. They are at a loss with each
option.
When we dig deeper through the financial strata of the U.S., we invariably find Blacks and Hispanics
burdened with social, financial and health inequities due to racism. They have higher number of
unintended pregnancies compared to non-Hispanic Whites and they will be hit the hardest by the
Supreme Court ruling.
The U.S. has the highest maternal and fetal mortality rate among the wealthy countries and, with
guaranteed increase in unintended pregnancy brought to term, this rate is going to get worse,
disproportionally for Blacks and Hispanics.
If the anti-abortion law is made strict, for example as in Texas which authorizes citizens to enforce
the law, it may lead to wrongful prosecution and misery. This is not a hypothetical scenario. The
British Broadcasting Company reported recently that a woman in El Salvador — where anti-abortion
law is strict — spent 10 years in jail for aggravated homicide upon an allegation by her employer that
she had terminated her pregnancy when she actually had a miscarriage.
Science has now provided evidence against the notion that abortion is harmful. The Turnaway Study,
which for five years followed 1,000 women who either had abortion or were “turned away” from
having one, revealed that the former was six times more likely to report aspirational 1-year plans
and better able to take care of the children they already had, compared to the latter group.
Dr. Diana Greene Foster, the lead author of the study further informs us in a recent editorial in
Science magazine that those who were turned away, besides reporting higher anxiety and lower self-
esteem/life satisfaction, were significantly higher at risk of being unemployed and remaining below
the federal poverty level, compared to those who obtained abortions.
It is rather intriguing when common Americans demonstrate such a nuanced view of the issue and
why the Justices of the highest court of the country were wanting in a similar understanding and
appeared insensitive to real life situations. They had at their disposal 50-years worth of empirical
data (which scientists and several organizations had provided to the Court) that reversal of Roe
would harm women.
The Justices chose to ignore the empirical evidence and common sense, the casualty of rational
thinking when one is governed by an ideology. Whenever a decision or a law is made based with
such a mindset, history tells us that a segment of the society suffers. Once again, women will suffer
because of an ideological decision made for them by powerful indifferent men, as in the past.
This approach is not much different from the decision made for women by powerful men some
8,000 miles away in a country called Afghanistan. They are also blind to evidence. They may also
argue that freedom for women to make decision about their lives is not rooted in the history and
tradition of their country and therefore cannot be sanctioned. A similar reason has been tended by
Justice Samuel Alito for overturning Roe, which is regressive and does not bode well for the USA as a
progressive and empathetic society.
By Iqbal Ahmad
 


OWH: Pansing Brooks is refreshing


 
There is a term in economics, misguiding as it may sound, called rent-seeking. It doesn’t really have







to do with landlords, except coincidentally. One fine definition by the economist David R. Henderson
says people are said to seek rents when they try to obtain benefits for themselves through the
political arena. It’s as simple as that, but typically done in the hope of not being exposed,
presumably because the rent-seeker knows it’s the ugly side of politics, giving money to a candidate
in hopes of reward, typically financial or regulatory, leading to serious money.
Take a look on the Federal Election Commission website to those who have donated money to Mike
Flood, and you will see the very soul, such as it is, of Nebraska rent-seeking. Pete Ricketts, plutocrats,
up-and-coming aspiring plutocrats, Big Ag’s dull bell cows and sheep, Pillens, Yanneys, CEOs, retired
financiers, mouthpieces, lobbyists, gas station magnates, etc.
These donations are not from the goodness of their hearts, nor patriotism. They are paying for
services rendered or expected. The legality of the system doesn’t diminish its corruption.
Characteristically, these rulers of the Nebraska political roost, had every good reason to bar the
mainstream news media from their recent gathering in Lincoln with the aspiring speaker of the
House of Representatives to raise money for Flood. They had a lot to hide from the public. Voters
should keep that in mind as they examine the public record to identify who gives how much to
whom. We already know the reasons and presumed rewards.
Patty Pansing Brooks, on the other hand, makes no implied financial promises, just one of continued
conscientious service. How refreshing, economically, ethically and otherwise.
Richard Piersol, Lincoln
 


LJS Editorial, 7/7: Time to act on finding new water source


 
On July 19, the first step toward Lincoln’s most critical public works project of the 21st century will
be taken when the Mayor’s Advisory Council on Water Supply Development holds the first of six
scheduled monthly meeting.
The 27-member council, headed by Susan Seacrest, the founder of the Nebraska Groundwater
Foundation and a member of the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District Board, is charged
with providing by January, 2023, recommendations on the development of a new water supply
source for the city.
The city’s current water source, a field of 44 wells on the Platte River near Ashland, built in 1932,
pumps water through 60 miles of large pipes to Lincoln. It will, according to estimates in the 2020
Facilities Master Plan, reach its maximum capacity in 2048.
By 2050, Lincoln is expected to grow by about 115,000 people — current water usage rates average
124 gallons per person per day, a mark that while seemingly high is a 34% decrease since the early
1980s.
Climate change is expected to raise year-round ambient air temperatures by 4 to 5 degrees, increase
precipitation in the winter, spring and fall and decrease it in the summer.
That, along with population and industrial growth and land-use changes must also be figured into
the analysis of the advisory council and of Olsson, the engineering firm contracted by the city to
analyze the feasibility of two alternatives that have been identified by the city.
Both options call for Lincoln to get its water from the Missouri River. One would have the Lincoln
system link with Omaha’s Metropolitan Utilities District’s Missouri River water plant. The other
would build a direct connection to Lincoln from the Missouri through, perhaps, about 50 miles of







pipeline.
Neither of the options will be cheap — cost estimates range from $350 million to $750 million,
depending on which is chosen and its scale.
And, here’s why starting now is critical: It will take decades to secure funding, acquire land and build
the new system. So 26 years isn’t really the cushion that it appears to be.
The initial steps in the project, including hiring Olsson, will be paid for from $6.7 million saved from
water rate payments since 2018.
The city also will apply for $20 million from the state’s federal American Rescue Plan Act funds, for
which the project is eligible after the Legislature turned down Sen. Eliot Bostar’s bill to earmark $200
million in those funds for the project.
Since the remainder of the funding will have to be worked out in the next few years — like a mix of
of the money from the federal government — it is imperative that the project be supported by both
Nebraska senators and the 1st Congressional District representative.
The new water system is as needed and important now as it was when the Lincoln Water System
began serving its first customers in 1883 and when the Ashland well field and pumping station were
developed 90 years ago.
 


LJS Local View: Ready for vote, fairness


 
I am an 82-year-old gay man. Under a variety of names — Action Committee Nebraska, Fairness
Lincoln, and Let Lincoln Vote among them — several Lincolnites and I have been working on bringing
a nondiscrimination ordinance to our city, some of us since the early 1980s — over 40 years ago.
For the past five years, a small number of us — gay, straight, and transgender — have labored to
have Lincoln join the hundreds of local jurisdictions that have ended discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identity.
On many occasions throughout these past five years, we’ve been told by some well-meaning folk
that this is not the right time to bring nondiscrimination to a vote in Lincoln. We were told that in
2017; we’re being told the same thing today.
Nevertheless, during all this time we’ve worked with members of at least two city councils who were
reluctant to do anything. Slowly but surely we were able to make the progress that led to the City
Council’s Feb. 14 adoption of antidiscrimination language in revisions of the city’s municipal code.
These revisions did not only include gender identity and sexual orientation but anti-discrimination
protections for active-duty military, various disability categories, tribal affiliations, race and marital
status. But after a successful petition drive that only focused on the LGBTQ protections, the council
flipped its vote and rescinded its previous action. Evidently, it’s still not the right time for anti-
discrimination in Lincoln.
Martin Luther King was fond of saying, “The time is always right to do the right thing.” We’ve waited
long enough. And during all the time we’ve waited we don’t know how damaging, how destructive
to LGBTQ kids Lincoln’s city government’s refusal to protect them from discrimination has been. This
is why we’re now circulating initiative petitions to put anti-discrimination on the November ballot.
We’ve also been told that a ballot campaign will prove to be most harmful to “the transgender
community.” Let’s be honest: there is no monolithic “transgender community.” We should also stop
imagining there’s even an LGBT community, joined by consensus, or that every LGBT person must







unite in a fictitious consensus, or expected, even required, to be part of a consensus.
It’s worrisome that LGBT folk are being held to an unrealistic standard of community consensus, that
people collecting initiative signatures are being harassed and even physically attacked, and that
heterosexual-dominated organizations think they are speaking with the LGBT community when, in
fact, they are communicating with a small slice of the community — one whose chief objective is to
stop any fairness ordinance from ever becoming part of our municipal code.
As all of you know, or should know, state legislatures across the country are passing or about to pass
bills attacking transgender people, denying them medical care, penalizing their parents, keeping
them from participating in competitive sports.
This is not the time for transgender people to hide or try to avoid controversy. The controversy is
already here, it’s national, and it’s all around us. Some state legislatures have adopted preemption
laws, laws that allow state lawmakers to block a local ordinance from taking effect. Before this
happens in Nebraska, Lincoln must act now to outlaw discrimination based on sexual orientation or
gender identity.
Now is the time. There are too many lives that will be affected positively by these revisions, not just
those within the LGBTQ community, although we have been waiting and working for decades.
Please join us in supporting these amendments to protect active-duty military; people with
disabilities; people of all races, national origins, and tribal affiliations; and — yes — LGBTQ people.
Lincoln is ready, even if some of our elected officials are not. Sign the petition. And vote in
November.
George E. Wolf lives in Lincoln.
 


Nebraska Examiner Commentary: Keeping it simple at the
ballot box


 
This November I’ll be a single-issue voter, a practice I once considered short-sighted, even radical.
Dire circumstances call for dire measures.
My single issue is not a usual suspect: abortion, guns, taxes, inflation, or my 401(k)’s health. Nor is it
character, although if it were, imagine the turnover in Congress and selected legislatures, boards and
councils. My new-found “radicalism” is also based on more logic than some use when electing our
leaders, silliness ranging from receding hairlines to plunging necklines to political campaign ad
taglines.
It’s none of that.
It’s democracy. Our democracy, to be exact.
It’s simple: Either you’re for democracy or you’re not. Ergo, I’m passing on anyone who remotely
abides our current tilt toward authoritarianism, undermines the bedrock of how we have governed
for well over 200 years or plays footsie with those who traffic in the Big Lie or related conspiratorial
claptrap.
Radical? An overreaction? Hardly, considering our flirtation toward authoritarian rule. If we
eventually choose to embrace it, we’ll undo two centuries plus of living by the rule of law and letting
the voters decide our leadership — signposts of self-governance.
Go ahead, scoff if you want about our slide toward minority rule or worse, but we have the receipts.







Even a casual view of the horror show that is the Jan. 6 Committee hearings has revealed that the
former president, his assorted sycophants and violent insurrectionists wanted to undo what was —
by every and any measure of real evidence — a free and fair election. Further hearings are
scheduled, but I’ve heard enough: That only 40 feet separated the vice president and violent
insurrectionists promising to kill him serves as a stark metaphor of just how close we were to losing
our democracy.
Subsequent witnesses — nearly all of whom voted for the former president — have insisted the
danger that besieged the Capitol on Jan. 6 is still afoot.
Sadly, the stench of that day has wafted into other parts of the country.
In New Mexico, for example, without any evidence of voter fraud, the Board of Commissioners of
Otero County refused to certify the results of a recent primary election, effectively disenfranchising
over 7,000 voters. The three commissioners had swallowed baseless concerns about voting
equipment. The New Mexico Supreme Court, citing the absence of facts to support the claim,
ordered the commissioners to certify the election. Still, one commissioner clung to his no vote
because of a “gut feeling” about the machines.
Let’s go to the Supreme Court and the numbers: Five of the nine justices were appointed by
presidents who lost the popular vote. Reputable research shows that Americans’ support of a
woman’s right to make her own health decisions runs anywhere from 70% to 85%. Yet Roe v. Wade,
carrying with it nearly 50 years of precedent, was overturned. While the majority cited history to
underscore its decision, noted historian Heather Cox Richardson said it “… used stunningly bad
history, clearly just working to get to the modern-day position it wanted.”
There’s more. The U.S. Senate finds itself mired in a practice where the filibuster has given rise to
the tyranny of the minority. In 27 states, nearly 148 bills have been introduced to limit citizens’
access to the ballot box to combat fraud where none exists. Some government agencies, including
the Nebraska governor’s office, have moved to put barriers between themselves and the media who
serve as the people’s eyes and ears.
Inundating our democracy, too, is a mass of misinformation from propaganda to blather to utter
nonsense. This inability to discern fact from fiction and to agree on certain truths imperils us.
Evidence — the gold standard by which we’ve eradicated disease, fueled the free-market economy
and solved public problems — is seemingly dead for some. They disbelieve experts because after all,
they have the internet. They belittle science yet live lives bettered and extended by it. They cancel,
doxx, diss, berate, threaten and, on occasion, carry out violence to prove their point. They are fine
with erasing the votes of 7,000 fellow citizens with nothing more than a tickle in their tummies.
All of which makes November an easy call. My vote goes to those who work to strengthen our
democracy. Those who truly stand up to our enemies, foreign and domestic. Those who believe in
evidence, science and facts. Those who reject voter disenfranchisement. Those who reject that the
lives of some humans are more important than others.
I just hope those people are on my ballot.
By George Ayoub
 


AP: US allows pharmacists to prescribe Pfizer's COVID-19 pill


 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pharmacists can prescribe the leading COVID-19 pill directly to patients under







a new U.S. policy announced Wednesday that's intended to expand use of Pfizer's drug Paxlovid.
The Food and Drug Administration said pharmacists can begin screening patients to see if they are
eligible for Paxlovid and then prescribe the medication, which has been shown to curb the worst
effects of COVID-19. Previously only physicians could prescribe the antiviral drug.
The announcement comes as COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths are rising again, though
they remain near their lowest levels since the coronavirus outbreak began in 2020.
Biden administration officials have expressed frustration that several hundred Americans continue to
die of COVID-19 daily, despite the availability of vaccines and treatments.
Administration officials have been working for months to increase access to Paxlovid, opening
thousands of sites where patients who test positive can fill a prescription for Paxlovid. The FDA
change will make thousands more pharmacies eligible to quickly prescribe and dispense the
pill, which must be used early to be effective.
“Since Paxlovid must be taken within five days after symptoms begin, authorizing state-licensed
pharmacists to prescribe Paxlovid could expand access to timely treatment," FDA drug center
director Patrizia Cavazzoni, said in a statment.
Still, use could be limited by paperwork requirements. Patients are expected to bring their recent
health records— including blood tests — and a list of their current medications so pharmacists can
check for health conditions and medications that can negatively interact with Paxlovid. As an
alternative, pharmacists can consult with the patient's doctor.
Paxlovid is intended for people with COVID-19 who are more likely to become seriously ill. That
includes older people and those with other health issues like heart disease, obesity, cancer or
diabetes that make them more vulnerable. It isn’t recommended for patients with severe kidney or
liver problems. A course of treatment is three pills twice a day for five days.
The FDA authorized Paxlovid last December for ages 12 and up based on results showing it reduced
hospitalizations and deaths by nearly 90% among unvaccinated patients most likely to get severe
disease. The drug has shown less impressive results in patients who already have vaccine protection
and some physicians have reported cases of COVID-19 symptoms returning after treatment with the
drug.
Expanding the test-to-treat program to include pharmacists could add thousands of additional
options for patients. The two biggest U.S. drugstore chains — CVS Health and Walgreens — run
around 19,000 locations combined.
CVS Health already provides COVID-19 care at 1,100 clinic locations inside drugstores.
There also are nearly 19,400 independent pharmacies not tied to a big chain, according to the
National Community Pharmacists Association.
Pharmacist Michele Belcher said ahead of the announcement that she hoped to be able to test
customers for COVID-19 and offer the pill because there is a shortage of primary care doctors in her
community, the small, southwestern Oregon city of Grants Pass.
Belcher said she worries that some people may have a hard time getting a doctor’s appointment for
a prescription during the narrow window to start the pill.
Belcher, owner of the independent Grants Pass Pharmacy, said she used to test and treat for COVID-
19 using injectable drugs that are no longer as effective.
Her pharmacy routinely checks for potentially harmful interactions with other drugs a patient may
be taking, she said.
“Pharmacists are the drug experts,” she said. “That’s something we do every day, all day, make sure
there are no interactions with any medications.”
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AP: US to diversify infant formula industry to avoid
shortages


 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Biden administration is trying to help foreign makers of baby formula stay
on the U.S. market for the long term, in an effort to diversify the industry after the closure of the
largest domestic plant sparked a nationwide shortage.
The Food and Drug Administration on Wednesday announced plans to help overseas producers that
have sent supplies to the United States, under emergency approval to address the shortfall, secure
long-term authorization to market their formula in the U.S.
The agency will provide a way for producers temporarily selling in the U.S. to meet existing
regulatory requirements so they can stay on the market, providing consumers with more choices
and making supplies more resilient against current and future shortages.
The FDA will also host meetings and provide producers with a single point of contact to work
through the regulatory system to make the application process more efficient.
“The need to diversify and strengthen the U.S. infant formula supply is more important than ever,”
said the FDA commissioner, Dr. Robert Califf, and Susan Mayne, the director of the agency’s Center
for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition, in a statement. “The recent shutdown of a major infant
formula plant, compounded by unforeseen natural weather events, has shown just how vulnerable
the supply chain has become.”
The U.S. has tried to boost supply of baby formula after regulators in February shuttered a Michigan
plant run by Abbott, the largest domestic manufacturer of baby formula, over safety concerns. The
plant reopened June 4 after the company committed to additional sanitizing and safety protocols,
but closed again in mid-June after severe weather caused damage to the plant.
The company said it needs time to assess damage and sanitize the factory again after severe
thunderstorms and heavy rains swept through southwestern Michigan on June 13.
In May, the FDA eased federal import regulations to allow baby formula to be shipped to the U.S.,
and President Joe Biden authorized the use of the Defense Production Act, providing federal support
to get formula from overseas into the U.S.
The White House said that by this coming Sunday, its efforts will have brought 43 million 8-ounce
bottle equivalents of infant formula into the U.S. and FDA has cleared the equivalent of 400 million
8-ounce bottles for import into the U.S.
“Infant formula is an essential food product that is the sole source of nutrition for many babies in the
U.S. Companies and their manufacturing facilities must meet rigorous FDA standards that ensure the
formula is both safe and nutritious,” Califf and Mayne said. “These standards are necessary to
protect our children and will not be sacrificed for long-term supply considerations.”
The FDA’s policy of temporary enforcement discretion is set to expire in November, but the
administration says it will renew it if necessary to ensure domestic supply.
“Today’s announcement by the FDA will help ensure the infant formula supply market is less
vulnerable to future supply shocks and will provide families with the confidence of steady access to a
variety of safe infant formulas,” said White House spokesman Kevin Munoz.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 7-8-22
Date: Friday, July 8, 2022 8:32:10 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jul 2022 7.10 94.00 08:19
Corn Oct 2022 5.64 -40.00 08:20
Milo Jul 2022 6.01 -15.00 08:19
Milo Oct 2022 5.34 -70.00 08:20
Soybeans Jul 2022 14.19 -65.00 08:07
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.06 -65.00 08:20
Wheat Jul 2022 8.29 -75.00 08:17
Wheat Jul 2023 8.03 -100.00 08:05
 
TV and Radio
KETV: Nebraska State Patrol reaches new heights with drone program
KSNB: Nebraska State Patrol showcases drones
10/11: Drones benefit Nebraska State Patrol throughout first year
NTV: State Patrol says drones significantly reducing time it takes to investigate crashes
WOWT: Nebraska State Patrol to use mapping drones in crash investigations
NCN: Bacon tops 'Common Ground' scorecard; Fischer, Ricketts, Sasse not so much
NCN: Norfolk Mayor Moenning says he's not applying for Unicameral
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts, Nebraska State Patrol tout benefits of drone program
LJS: Watch now: Drones have reduced time spent investigating crashes in Nebraska, officials say
Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska State Patrol says drones help save time and money
LJS: Ricketts critic Matt Innis vows to go to state party convention despite GOP ban
Nebraska Examiner: Six rejection letters add fuel to weekend fight over future of Nebraska GOP
OWH: Voter ID, minimum wage and medical marijuana campaigns submit petition signatures
Nebraska Examiner: Initiatives to raise Nebraska’s minimum wage, require voter ID appear headed
for vote in November
LJS: Medical marijuana petitions submitted amid legal uncertainty of requirements in Nebraska
LJS: Watch now: Voter photo ID requirement appears headed to the ballot
OWH: Petition to give Nebraska governor more authority over education fails
Fremont Tribune: New clerk magistrate to serve in Plattsmouth
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Eppley awarded $20 million for planned roadway and canopy project
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OWH: Judge finds removal of Sarpy County treasurer was proper
 
Opinion
OWH Public Pulse


1. Feelings on fireworks
2. Pets need relief
3. Trump’s behavior
4. SCOTUS direction
5. Abortion is health care
6. Walk my path


 
LJS Editorial, 7/8: Big Ten changes just part of evolution
LJS Guest column: Helping hurting warriors
LJS Letters


1. Democrats can tout issues
2. Hardly acting pro-life


 
National/Federal
AP: Nebraska Republican Mike Flood to take House seat on Tuesday
AP: Some states move to protect abortion from prosecutors
 


OWH: Ricketts, Nebraska State Patrol tout benefits of drone
program


 
LINCOLN — One year after the Nebraska State Patrol introduced its drone program, officials say the
program has drastically reduced the time troopers spend at crash sites, improving safety for
patrolmen and Nebraska drivers.
“This is a week we are looking toward the future,” State Patrol Superintendent John Bolduc said
Thursday.
The program, implemented in June 2021, brought 36 drones to the patrol, and 32 troopers so far
have been trained to pilot them, Bolduc said. The drones have mainly been used to oversee crash
investigations. Over the nearly 100 sites observed in the last year, the drones have reduced the
average time spent at crash scenes from 2½ hours to about 53 minutes, said Gov. Pete Ricketts.
The time reduction improves safety for troopers and Nebraskans, Bolduc said. Ricketts said it also
saves money, as research has shown that road closures cost the public about $310 per hour.
Some of the drones can also take up to 250 photos of crash sites, which are uploaded to State Patrol
software to aid with ensuing investigations, Patrol trooper and pilot Matt Maus said.
In addition to helping out at crash sites, the drones have been used for aerial observation during
wildfires in western Nebraska, and were even used to find a fleeing suspect who had climbed a tree
in an attempt to escape pursuing police, State Patrol Commander Jason Scott said.
Patrol Lt. Brent Bockstadter said a future evolution of the program could see drones used as
oversight in active shooter situations as well.
“It’s really a game changer,” Bockstadter said.







The drones can stay in the air in high winds but are limited in rain or snow, Bockstadter said.
The patrol started the program after looking into innovations other state patrols were introducing
across the Midwest. Bolduc said drone programs have become increasingly popular among law
enforcement agencies nationwide, and will likely become the industry standard within the next few
years.
Some 1,182 law enforcement entities across the country are using drones in some capacity,
according to the Atlas of Surveillance, which documents technologies used by U.S. law enforcement
agencies.
Drone use by law enforcement has generated concerns from some civil liberties advocacy
organizations.
Dave Maass, director of investigations with the Electronic Frontier Foundation, one of those
organizations, said the degree of concern largely depends on the use. For example, using a drone to
help reconstruct the scene of a vehicle crash makes sense, Maass said. The same goes for dangerous
situations, such as fires or search and rescue missions.
The more worrisome uses, particularly regarding state police forces, come from monitoring
gatherings protected by the First Amendment, including protests and other demonstrations, Maass
said. He also flagged the use of drones to gather information that would otherwise require a
warrant.
“Those are the sorts of things that concern us,” he said.
In an email, State Patrol spokesperson Cody Thomas reiterated that the drone program is primarily
focused on crash investigations but has also proven useful for locating missing persons and assisting
with wildfire responses.
“NSP does not use this technology for surveillance of law abiding citizens,” Thomas said in an email.
“Each deployment must have a public safety nexus and supervisory approval.”
Bockstadter said most of the patrol’s drones cost about $3,000 each, with their three thermal
imaging drones costing up to $8,500 each. The drones are battery-powered, with an estimated
lifespan of three to four years, he said.
By Erin Bamer
 


LJS: Watch now: Drones have reduced time spent
investigating crashes in Nebraska, officials say


 
In its first year, the Nebraska State Patrol has deployed drones 185 times to assist in crash
investigations and to monitor fires.
Gov. Pete Ricketts appeared at a Thursday morning news conference at the State Patrol
headquarters to applaud its drone program, which he said will continue to make investigations more
cost effective.
By hovering over a crash site, drone pilots are able to take photos and measurements of scenes
where troopers ordinarily would've had to stand in the road with tape measures.
Use of drones in investigations has reduced time on site from 2.5 hours to 53 minutes, Ricketts said.
Closing a roadway costs Nebraska drivers $310 an hour, he said, and drones saved citizens $1.7
million last year by keeping traffic flowing.
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Col. John Bolduc, superintendent of the State Patrol, said it hopes to grow the program substantially
as it adds more pilots in the coming year.
"I want to congratulate the colonel and his entire team for continuing to look for ways to be able to
serve the people of Nebraska, leveraging this new technology that will help keep people safer, help
keep good people on the way to where they're going, and make our whole experience in Nebraska
better," Ricketts said. 
The State Patrol has 32 certified pilots who have deployed drones not only in crash investigations,
but also to capture images of fires, helping firefighters to locate the source of a blaze more
effectively.
The program has 36 drones. Three have thermal cameras, which can help locate the hot spots of a
blaze.
Each drone costs about $3,000, but thermal drones are $8,500.
Bolduc said drones eliminate the risk troopers face by being on the roadway during an investigation.
"Time on scene is very important," Bolduc said. "Drone technology has assisted us in reducing that
time on scene, which makes it ultimately safer for everybody involved in that event."
By Jenna Thompson
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska State Patrol says drones help
save time and money


 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts briefly took the controls Thursday of one of the drones used by the
Nebraska State Patrol to investigate and reconstruct vehicle accidents and to search for hidden
suspects and lost children.
“That’s very cool,” Ricketts said, after handing the controls back to Trooper Ravi Singh.
Singh is one of 33 troopers that are FAA-trained to operate the agencies’ 36 Autel drones, 33 of
which cost $3,000 each. Three others, which cost about $8,000 each, are equipped with thermal
imaging technology, which aids in finding hidden suspects.
Col. John Bolduc, superintendent of the Nebraska State Patrol, said the drones have been a
tremendous time saver when troopers are investigating accidents. They are also a safety measure,
he said, since they get troopers off the roadway faster.
Ricketts said it used to take an average of 2 1/2 hours to investigate an accident, but with a drone,
which takes video that is used to measure distances, the average time has been cut to 53 minutes.
The governor said drones also cut the amount of time a roadway has to be closed for accident
reconstruction, saving motorists time and money.
“It’s really a game changer,” said Capt. Jason Scott.
In the past year, the Patrol has deployed drones 185 times. They helped find a suspect hiding in a
tree in Red Willow County and helped identify hot spots in the wildfires that consumed 44,000 acres
in southwest Nebraska.
They are also programmed with a “follow mode” to track suspects on foot.
Officials said the drones will not be used to catch speeders but may eventually have the ability to
monitor active shooter events.
By Paul Hammel







 


LJS: Ricketts critic Matt Innis vows to go to state party
convention despite GOP ban


 
The Nebraska Republican Party has decided to bar Matt Innis of Crete, an outspoken Donald Trump
supporter who has been sharply critical of Gov. Pete Ricketts, from its state convention in Kearney
this weekend.
The decision has stirred traffic on Facebook and within GOP circles.
Innis, a former Lancaster County Republican chairman who unsuccessfully challenged Sen. Ben Sasse
in the 2020 GOP primary election and supported Charles Herbster in this year's Republican
gubernatorial primary election, has aimed a steady stream of criticism at Ricketts on his Facebook
page.
Jim Pillen of Columbus, who won the GOP gubernatorial nomination in May, has also been a recent
target.
Innis said he was informed by the party that "your vocal criticism of Governor Ricketts, the top
Republican elected official in the state and leader of our party, caused the (credentials) committee
to decline to credential you."
And Innis was told that "this means you will not be admitted to the 2022 Nebraska GOP state
convention."
"I'm going to Kearney," Innis said during a subsequent "Drive Time Lincoln" radio interview on KLIN.
"I will be at the convention.
"You can't make change if you're not involved," Innis said. "I'm going."
In a statement released Thursday afternoon, credentials chairwoman Pam Dingman said the
committee "declined to credential six individuals who are either switching parties, starting new
parties or supporting non-Republican candidates."
"We welcome vigorous debate and even criticism within our ranks," she said.
"We won't, however, allow the convention to be used as a platform to help recruit or elect people
who aren't Republicans."
In an earlier response to the committee's action on Facebook, Innis said: "So if you say truthful
criticisms of Pete the establishment moves to block you from participating at the convention."
Innis wrote: "Many others who refused to bend the knee to the establishment have been told the
same thing."
A review of Innis' Facebook entries shows multiple entries criticizing Ricketts and, more recently,
Republican gubernatorial nominee Pillen of Columbus, who was supported by the governor in the
May 10 primary election.
Herbster was endorsed by Trump, who came to Nebraska to urge Republicans to vote for him.
"Just remember that Jim Pillen never once stood up against the university," Innis stated on Facebook
during the campaign.
"Pillen never stood up to UNL or cut their spending," he wrote.
Among an ongoing number of entries criticizing Ricketts:
"Why does he feel the need to take credit for the hard work that others do?"
"Pete has always been a reactionary governor. He's never been proactive; he waits until others stand







up on an issue before he jumps in just to make sure it's politically good for him."
"It is clear that Ricketts has completely tarnished his time as governor with his actions over the last
two years."
By Don Walton
 


Nebraska Examiner: Six rejection letters add fuel to
weekend fight over future of Nebraska GOP


 
LINCOLN — The Nebraska Republican Party has told six GOP activists who have agitated for changes
in the party that they are not welcome at its annual convention Saturday in Kearney.
This week, the state party sent letters to a half-dozen people saying it would not credential them
because they either had switched political parties, started new parties or supported candidates
outside of the GOP. 
The letters inflame a years-long fight over the party’s future between populists, like these six, and
the part of the state’s political power structure led by Gov. Pete Ricketts, several Nebraska
Republicans said.
Five of the six people who got the letters told the Nebraska Examiner on Thursday that the fight
involves who should control the state party.
Three of the six challenged GOP incumbents in recent primaries. Two said the incumbents lacked
loyalty to former President Donald Trump and his unproven allegations about the 2020 election. A
third wants the state to count ballots by hand.
One of the six, Matt Innis, challenged U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse in the 2020 primary. His rejection letter
cited his “vocal criticism” of Ricketts as a reason he was turned away. He regularly posts memes
targeting political officials and staff.
‘A stupid thing to do’
Innis has called Ricketts’ top political staffer a  “dirty trickster” and questioned whether she and
Ricketts were behind groping allegations against former gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster.
Eight women alleged in an April 14 Nebraska Examiner article that Herbster had groped them. 
Herbster has denied wrongdoing. Ricketts has denied taking part in any conspiracy.
Innis said the rejection letters were intended to serve as a “deterrent, so that people don’t go to the
convention.”
“But it doesn’t matter. … It was a stupid thing for the committee to do,” he said, adding that he plans
to be in Kearney and have his supporters in the meeting press delegates to overrule the
credentialing committee and let him in.
Robert Borer, who lost a primary election challenge in May to Nebraska Secretary of State Bob
Evnen, was rejected for threatening to create a new political party after he lost.
Borer said Thursday that he is now running a write-in campaign for governor and that he plans to
hand out business cards for his campaign Saturday in Kearney.
He said he won’t acknowledge University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen as the GOP nominee for
governor because Borer questions the machines that Nebraska uses to count paper ballots. He
worries they can be manipulated.
“I think they’re running scared,” Borer said of the state GOP sending him a letter. “It’s an awakened
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‘We the People’ against the self-appointed ruling elite.” 
He lost faith in Ricketts
Pam Dingman, who chairs the state GOP’s credentialing committee, said in a statement that the
state party welcomes debate and criticism from GOP voters. 
But, she said, the Nebraska GOP would not let people use its annual convention to help recruit or
elect candidates running against Republicans.
Otoe County Republican Rex Schroder, who also challenged Evnen in the primary, said his letter said
he was rejected because he sent an email in May to state GOP leaders saying he planned to register
as a Libertarian.
He said he never registered to go to the state convention because it cost too much and said he
won’t be going because he “wants no part of the Pete Ricketts swamp.”
Schroder said he lost faith in Ricketts because of how aggressively he and his team pressed for Pillen
over other Republican candidates worth considering for the nomination for governor. 
Some Republicans have spent years trying to wrest control of the party from Ricketts. Privately,
some said they have found help from fervent fans of Trump in the state GOP. In other states, Trump
supporters have seized control over state and local parties.
Ricketts endorsed Trump in 2016 and 2020. But Ricketts and Trump supported different candidates
in this year’s governor’s primary race. Ricketts backed Pillen. Trump backed Herbster, even after
Ricketts lobbied Trump to stay out of the race.
“Ricketts controls everything,” Schroder said, including Evnen, who he said should be counting
ballots by hand and not by machine.
The letter sent to Lancaster County GOP activist Fanchon Blythe cited one of her social media posts
expressing curiosity about a potential write-in candidate for governor, Dave Wright.
“They’re trying not to let people be credentialed that go against them,” Blythe said of the
establishment.
More than 600 expected
The letter sent to Lancaster County Republican Faith White said she was denied credentials because
she recorded a phone call with state GOP chairman Dan Welch that became the subject of a news
story.
In that June 2020 call, Welch told White that the state party had made a mistake by targeting then-
GOP legislative candidate Janet Palmtag in a GOP on GOP legislative race. Welch pointed out that
Ricketts had made the decision to target Palmtag, who has since re-registered as a Democrat. 
The other person who received a letter from the state GOP was Amy Tharp, the newly elected
chairwoman of the Custer County GOP. She could not be reached for comment Thursday.
The state GOP expects more than 600 delegates, alternates and guests at the convention. The
convention typically draws between 200 and 300 people, officials said.
By Aaron Sanderford
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LINCOLN — Nebraska voters appear on track to decide at least two major issues and maybe three in
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the November general election.
Organizers of petition drives to increase the minimum wage and require voters to show photo ID
turned in substantially more signatures to the Secretary of State’s Office on Thursday than needed
to qualify for the ballot.
For a campaign to legalize medical marijuana, though, it’s going to be a close call. State Sen. Anna
Wishart of Lincoln, a co-sponsor, said Thursday afternoon on Twitter that the campaign had
gathered over 184,000 total signatures between its two petitions. The group put forward the two
petitions, rather than one, in an effort to avoid a setback that kept the issue off the ballot in 2020.
With each petition needing about 87,000 valid signatures to make it onto the ballot, the total of
184,000 doesn’t leave much of a cushion as state and local officials begin to verify the signatures —
a process that always results in some being tossed out.
Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, the other co-sponsor, expressed optimism Thursday on Twitter.
“Normally with well funded campaigns you have around a 20 percent buffer, but since ours was
largely volunteer and small donor driven our buffer rate is a lot lower,” Morfeld said.
Raise the Wage Nebraska submitted petitions Thursday morning containing around 160,000
signatures from all 93 Nebraska counties, nearly twice as many as needed. The minimum wage
proposal also needed about 87,000 valid signatures to qualify for the ballot.
Later in the day, Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar with Citizens for Voter ID announced that the group’s
petition had garnered over 172,000 signatures from at least 58 counties. As a constitutional
amendment, the petition needs about 124,000 signatures validated by the Secretary of State’s Office
to get on the November ballot.
If passed by voters, the minimum wage petition would raise the state’s minimum wage in four
annual steps. It would increase from the current $9 per hour to $10.50 per hour on Jan. 1, eventually
reaching $15 per hour by 2026. The measure also would provide for annual cost of living increases,
starting in 2027.
Nancy Williams, president and CEO of No More Empty Pots and a sponsor of the petition, said the
proposed law would benefit nearly 150,000 Nebraska workers. She said they are people who are
struggling to get by, especially with inflation.
“No one working full time should struggle to make ends meet,” she said. “The cost of groceries,
housing and basics have gone up for years ... but the minimum wage just hasn’t kept up.”
Cindy Meyer, a married mother of two elementary-aged children, is one such worker. She said she
has worked for 19 years in various education, child care, retail and service industry jobs. All paid
minimum wage or barely above it. At times, she said, she had to work multiple jobs to get by.
“If everyone was earning at least $15 an hour, we would be able to take better care of ourselves,
better care of our families and contribute more to our communities,” she said.
At a Thursday press conference, Gov. Pete Ricketts criticized the effort, arguing that Nebraska’s
minimum wage should be controlled by the market. He said a livable wage isn’t a “one size fits all”
system, and that a livable wage looks different in rural counties than in Omaha or Lincoln.
The voter ID petition, meanwhile, would require future Nebraska voters to provide a valid photo ID
before casting their ballot. Slama said 35 states already require this, and she described the effort as
a “common sense” measure that has bipartisan support, although all of the main backers of the
petition are Republicans.
Slama thanked Ricketts for his support of the campaign, particularly for attending several town halls
to spread word about the initiative. Ricketts has openly supported the voter ID effort, and his
mother, Marlene Ricketts, was the campaign’s primary financial backer, donating more than $1.8







million to the group.
Although the campaign gathered nearly 50,000 signatures more than the requirement, recent
controversy surrounding the petitioners leaves questions as to how many will be accepted by the
Secretary of State’s Office.
The campaign is currently under investigation by the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office after
complaints arose accusing voter ID petitioners of falsely claiming to be state employees. Slama did
not have an update on the investigation as of Thursday.
Separate complaints were also filed against the campaign alleging that petitioners were being
misleading about the initiative’s intent. There is not an investigation into these complaints, However,
Slama mentioned that people have suggested online that there may be a lawsuit filed to challenge
the campaign.
Slama, who previously described these complaints as a “Democrat-led hit job,” said she is prepared
to fight a lawsuit against the campaign if one comes up.
“If whatever party wants to waste their resources in a lawsuit to nowhere, I’m more than happy to
take them on,” Slama said.
Civic Nebraska, which has opposed the voter ID campaign, did not mention whether the organization
would pursue a lawsuit. However, the group said in a statement Thursday that it is “preparing for the
next phase of opposition” against the initiative.
“For thousands of Nebraska voters, voter ID would be a hindrance and impediment to freely cast a
ballot,” Civic Nebraska said in the statement.
The Secretary of State’s Office will do an initial review of the petitions, then distribute them to
county election offices to have the signatures checked against voter registration records. Counties
have 40 days to complete the signature verification but can request 10 more days. Petitions are
checked in the order they are submitted.
The process must be completed in time for the Secretary of State to certify the November ballot on
Sept. 16. Court challenges to the petition proposals or any part of the process are possible.
In 2020, a petition seeking to legalize medical marijuana was kept off the ballot after a lawsuit was
filed and the Nebraska Supreme Court determined the petition contained more than one subject. To
avoid the same fate, the medical marijuana group put forward two initiatives this year. The first aims
to establish protections for doctors and patients, while the second seeks to create protections for
private entities that produce and supply marijuana for medical purposes.
In more recent news, a lawsuit is pending over the constitutionality of Nebraska’s requirement for
petitions to get valid signatures from 5% of registered voters in two-fifths, or 38, of the state’s 93
counties. ACLU of Nebraska filed the suit on behalf of Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana. It’s unclear
whether the case will be decided before the Sept. 16 deadline.
Last month, a federal district judge issued an injunction to stop the state from enforcing that
requirement. But a federal appeals court on Wednesday allowed state officials to proceed with
enforcing it.
By Martha Stoddard and Erin Bamer
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Editor’s note: This report has been updated to reflect news at the 5 p.m. Thursday deadline for
submitting signatures on initiative petition drives.
LINCOLN — Two well-funded initiative petition drives appear to be headed for a vote in November,
while a third — to legalize medical cannabis — looks iffy to gain a place on the ballot.
“We’ll know in the next couple of months if we qualify or not,” said State Sen. Anna Wishart of
Lincoln, who co-chaired the signature drive conducted by Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana.
Wishart said the predominantly volunteer effort submitted 93,000 signatures for one of its two
petitions, and 91,000 for the other. About 87,000 valid signatures of registered voters are needed to
qualify for the ballot.
Election officials say that, typically, between 10% and 15% of signatures submitted for such petition
drives are deemed invalid after checking. So that makes it uncertain if the marijuana petition drive
will qualify.
“It’s going to be a photo finish,” said Omaha Sen. Wendy DeBoer, who was among those submitting
petitions Thursday afternoon at the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office in downtown Lincoln.
Mad scramble
It was a mad scramble for the medical marijuana group just prior to the deadline as volunteers dug
through boxfuls of petitions, which were scattered on the floor outside the election office, to divide
them by county and by the two petitions. They crossed their fingers that some petitions from rural
Nebraska would also arrive because they must provide a sufficient number of signatures in 38 of the
state’s 93 counties.
“This is what a grassroots campaign is,” said Crista Eggers of Omaha, the campaign coordinator for
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana.
The cannabis group gathered more than enough signatures in 2020 to qualify for the ballot. But their
issue was tossed off the ballot by the Nebraska Supreme Court, which ruled the initiative violated
the state’s “single subject” rule.
This year, after losing major donors, the medical marijuana effort had to rely primarily on volunteers
to circulate its petitions.
Others had $1 million
It spent about $200,000, according to Eggers. Meanwhile, the two initiatives that appear to have
qualified for the ballot each had war chests of over $1 million.
Citizens for Voter ID, whose leaders said they submitted about 172,000 signatures on Thursday,
reported raising $1.7 million to collect signatures and campaign for the idea. That included a $1.5
million donation from Marlene Ricketts, the mother of Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Raise the Wage Nebraska leaders said they submitted 160,000 signatures to qualify their issue — to
raise the state’s minimum wage to $15 an hour by 2026. That group reported raising about $1.3
million so far.
“We weren’t one of the rich campaigns,” Wishart said. That, she said, included being able to afford a
signature verification system that gives an accurate count of how many valid signatures have been
submitted.
Some signatures uncounted
That means that the signatures submitted Thursday by the Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana are
“raw,” Wishart said, and that several hundred signatures may not have been counted since they
came in so late.
The voter ID initiative, because it proposes to change the Nebraska Constitution, must provide about







124,000 valid signatures of registered voters in Nebraska to qualify for the ballot. The two other
initiatives, because they propose state law changes, only need about 87,000.
Thursday was the deadline for submitting signatures for the fall ballot.
Several other proposed ballot initiatives did not turn in signatures. Those include initiatives to toss
out Nebraska’s motorcycle helmet law, to allow concealed weapons to be carried without a license
and training and to do away with the Nebraska Department of Education and the Nebraska Board of
Education.
One petition circulator for the medical marijuana issue, Samantha Chavez of Omaha, said she
collected 136 signatures on Thursday as part of a last-minute push.
Several signers, she said, told stories of friends and relatives who suffered from cancer or seizures
who could be helped by medical cannabis.
“A lot of people understand this is something people need,” Chavez said.
Opponents of legalizing medical marijuana, who include Gov. Ricketts, have maintained that it has
not been proven to work or cleared by the Federal Drug Administration and that it could lead to
permitting recreational use of cannabis, which he says endangers youths.
35 states now have voter ID
State Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar, a leader in the voter ID initiative, said requiring someone to provide
identification at a polling place is a “common sense” requirement that is supported by both
Republicans, like herself, and Democrats.
She said that Citizens for Voter ID stands ready to defend its initiative against any lawsuits, calling
them “lawsuits to nowhere.”
Thirty-five states now have voter ID requirements, according to Slama.
Jane Kleeb, the chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party, said Thursday that adding “barriers to voting
is un-American.”
“The good news is even if this passes at the ballot box, the (State) Legislature will determine which
IDs will be accepted,” Kleeb said, saying she hopes it is a “broad list” of IDs.
Advocates for raising the minimum wage estimated Thursday that about 150,000 Nebraskans would
benefit from raising the minimum wage to $15 an hour. That is about 20% of the state’s workforce,
they said.
$9 an hour is current minimum
Nebraska’s minimum wage was last increased when voters approved another ballot initiative in
2014. It ultimately increased the wage to the current $9 an hour.
Advocates maintain that $9 an hour is too low to sustain a household and that raising the wage is
“the right thing to do” amid rising costs of housing, food and fuel.
“Fair wages are the single best way to show employees that they are valued,” said Alma Cerretta,
the owner of Mana Games and Cafe in Lincoln, at a press conference Thursday.
Opponents maintain that raising the minimum wage results in job losses and makes companies less
competitive with states that don’t have higher minimum wages.
Ricketts said Thursday that raising the minimum wage is not a “one size fits all” proposition. It may
cost jobs and close shops in rural areas of the state, he said.
Concerns unfounded
Kate Wolfe, campaign manager for Raise the Wage Nebraska, said many of the complaints about
raising the minimum wage were raised in 2014 and turned out to be false.
Cindy Meyer of Omaha, a mother of two, said raising the minimum wage would reduce the “stress”
of having to work two to three jobs and balancing that with spending time with her kids and







husband.
“If everyone was earning at least $15 per hour, we would be able to take better care of ourselves
and our families and contribute more to the community,” Meyer said.
D.C. group largest donor
The largest contributor to Raise the Wage Nebraska came from a Washington, D.C.-based,
progressive group called the Sixteen Thirty Fund, which has been described as a “dark money”
organization. It gave $634,490.
Wolfe, when asked, did not identify the source of that group’s funding. Another Washington-based
group, the Fairness Project, gave nearly $252,400.
Nebraska Appleseed provided nearly $200,000 for the initiative. Other Nebraska contributors
included the ACLU of Nebraska, Civic Engagement Nebraska, the Center for Rural Affairs and the
YWCA of Lincoln.
Among those Slama thanked for helping with the voter ID initiative was Roscoe Ricketts, the
governor’s son, who is working with Axiom Strategies, a Kansas City-based, Republican election
consulting firm.
The petition signatures will now be examined by the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office and county
election commissioners to see determine how many are valid. The November ballot must be
finalized by Sept. 16.
By Paul Hammel
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Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana submitted more than 90,000 signatures to the Secretary of
State’s office on Thursday to put a pair of initiatives legalizing cannabis for medical use before voters
in November.
The campaign said it surpassed the 87,000 names it estimated it would need to qualify for the ballot,
said Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart, a co-sponsor of the petitions, but the fate of the initiatives in 2022
remains in question.
“There’s no campaign in the history of the state of Nebraska who has turned in, on a total grassroots
basis, this number of signatures,” Wishart said on Thursday. “But we’ve had a lot of challenges
against us.”
After falling victim to a court challenge in 2020, the campaign lost two major donors this year,
forcing Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana to launch a grassroots effort relying predominantly on
volunteers to scour the state asking for registered voters to add their names to the petition.
In response to a federal lawsuit filed by the campaign’s coordinator alleging that Nebraska’s
requirement that proposed ballot measures have the support of 5% of voters in 38 of its 93 counties
was unconstitutional, a federal judge issued a temporary injunction in June, paving the way for the
medical marijuana petitions to make it to the ballot by meeting the 87,000 signature threshold
alone.
But on Wednesday, the 8th Circuit Court granted a stay on the lower court’s decision to prevent
Secretary of State Bob Evnen from enforcing the geographic requirement, reinstating the 38-county







rule until the issue could be considered on its merits.
Daniel Gutman, a contract attorney working with the ACLU of Nebraska to represent Nebraskans for
Medical Marijuana on the lawsuit, said a hearing should be scheduled in the near future for that
process to play itself out.
The stay issued by the 8th Circuit Court was “unusual,” Gutman said, and the two-sentence order
makes it difficult to determine which way the judges are leaning on the issue.
The 5th Circuit Court recently granted its own stay overruling a lower court’s decision on an election
case in Texas, he added, but included a 10-page order outlining its reasoning.
“It’s hard to read the tea leaves as to what that means,” Gutman said. “There have been orders in
the past that are a sentence or two, and some that are much longer and more thorough. I don’t
know what to make of the fact that ours was only two sentences.”
At a Nebraska State Patrol event Thursday morning, Gov. Pete Ricketts said he thought it was
important to uphold the requirement for petitions to collect signatures from 5% of voters in 38
counties so that “Lincoln and Omaha don’t decide all the votes.”
This week’s roller-coaster ride has added further uncertainty to what has already been a campaign
to legalize medical marijuana filled with question marks, Wishart said.
“We’re close to the raw signatures on around 38 counties,” she said, “but I won’t know — we won’t
know — until they verify them.”
Many campaigns, dipping into their war chest built through big-money backers or individual donors,
will have verification efforts built in to their campaign.
“We’re not one of these million-dollar campaigns, so we haven’t been able to verify anything,”
Wishart said. “Typically, a campaign will come in like we did last time, and you can spend $50,000 on
a verification system. We just can’t do that.”
That means Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana likely won’t know whether or not it has qualified for
the ballot until the end of August, a few short weeks before the general election ballot is finalized on
Sept. 16.
Petitions submitted to the Nebraska Secretary of State on Thursday will be distributed to county
election officials beginning next week.
From there, counties have 40 days to verify the name, address and signature of each signer, which
will then be communicated back to the state’s top election official.
On Thursday, as other petition drives were turning in boxes of signatures, Wishart and other medical
marijuana organizers and volunteers were continuing to fan out across the state in places like
Hamilton and Thayer counties, among others, to secure as many signatures as possible before the
end of the day.
At the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 265 in southwest Lincoln, signers were
trickling in shortly before the lunch hour to add their names to both petitions, which would protect
doctors and patients who recommend and use cannabis, as well as suppliers and distributors.
David Swarts, of Palmyra, helped gather signatures across the Nebraska Sandhills, including in some
of the state’s most rural counties like Grant and Arthur, Thomas and Logan.
In those counties, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana might need just 40 people to sign the petition,
Swarts said, which even then hasn't been easy.
Signers in those rural counties, he said, would be surprised to find out they were the 35th people to
sign and would come back later with friends or family to sign. He recalled a grocery store owner who
provided them a table inside an air-conditioned store to help the campaign.
“It’s a miracle to get where we are today,” Swarts said as he counted petitions signatures at the







IBEW hall on Thursday.
Wishart said the work of people like Swarts and countless others, as well as the support shown by
the state has been crucial.
“The reason we’re here at 90,000 signatures with probably 5% of the budget of these other
campaigns is because this is so widely supported,” Wishart said. “The issue for us is overcoming the
challenges of the system that is set up to make it so hard for people, unless you have millions of
dollars, to get an issue on the ballot.
“Once this gets on the ballot, I’m confident it will pass.”
If it doesn’t make it to the ballot, Wishart said she’ll try one more time to get a bill passed through
the Legislature, which will reconvene in January for a 90-day session with more than a dozen new
members.
Wishart’s last effort to legalize medical marijuana in Nebraska fell two votes short of overcoming a
filibuster late in the 2021 session, attracting some former opponents of the bill along the way.
She said she’s privately received encouragement from many in the Legislature, including Republican
senators in the officially nonpartisan body, about the work the ballot initiative has done under
difficult circumstances.
“The way you win on an issue is you just don’t give up,” Wishart said. “We’re not going to give up.”
By Chris Dunker
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A requirement that Nebraskans must show a photo ID in order to vote appeared headed to the Nov.
8 general election ballot Thursday after supporters turned in petitions with 172,000 signatures
gathered in all 93 counties across the state.
The voter ID measure was one of two initiative petition efforts that claimed they met the legal
requirement and Thursday's deadline for November's ballot.
Raise the Wage Nebraska also said it had gathered enough signatures for Nebraskans to vote on
whether the state should raise its minimum wage to $15 per hour by 2026.
The voter ID proposal long championed by the Republican Party appears certain to meet the
threshold of at least 124,000 valid signatures scattered to include at least 5% of the voters in 38
counties.
At least 68 counties may meet that threshold, Sen. Julie Slama of Sterling said. Slama led the petition
drive.
Speaking in the Capital Rotunda in front of a mountain of boxes containing the petitions prior to
their submission to the Secretary of State's office for verification, Slama said the vast number of
signatures demonstrates "overwhelming support" for the election security proposal.
Voter photo ID requirements are "a basic security measure," Slama said, which simply "makes sure
voters are who they say they are."
The proposal, which would be submitted to voters for inclusion in the state constitution, would help
build a barrier to any potential voter fraud, Slama said.
The petition drive was almost solely funded by Marlene Ricketts, the mother of Gov. Pete Ricketts.







The latest campaign finance report filed with the Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure
Commission showed a $376,000 contribution to Citizens for Voter ID from Marlene Ricketts along
with $1,000 contributed by former Republican Rep. Hal Daub of Omaha.
The petition drive had the assistance of hundreds of volunteers, Slama said.
Secretary of State Bob Evnen, a Republican officeholder, has endorsed the proposal, suggesting that
it "gives the voters additional confidence in the security of our elections."
Democrats have argued that it creates an unnecessary burden for elderly, low-income and non-
white voters when there is no evidence of voter fraud in Nebraska.
Most of those voters are more likely to vote Democratic, opponents have noted.
Democratic State Chair Jane Kleeb of Hastings said "adding barriers to vote is un-American."
"The good news is even if this passes at the ballot box, the Legislature will determine which IDs will
be accepted," Kleeb noted.
"To ensure a broad list from campus IDs, driver's licenses and Tribal IDs are accepted, voters must
send more Democrats to the Legislature," she said.
"That is our party's focus," Kleeb said.
"For thousands of Nebraska voters, voter ID would be a hindrance and impediment to freely cast a
ballot," Civic Nebraska stated in a news release.
"As longtime observers of Nebraska's elections, we know this: They are safe, they are secure and
they are the envy of the nation."
Civic Nebraska said petitioners used "several questionable tactics" in obtaining signatures and said it
is "preparing for the next phase of opposition to this harmful initiative."
A number of Republican officeholders and party officials, including Congressman-elect Mike Flood of
Norfolk, gathered with Slama at the podium in the Rotunda. Sens. Robert Clements of Elmwood and
Joni Albrecht of Thurston were among them.
Raise the Wage Nebraska
Raise the Wage Nebraska had its own news conference earlier Thursday where it announced it had
gathered more than 160,000 signatures on a petition to gradually raise Nebraska’s minimum wage
to $15 per hour by 2026.
That's nearly double the required number of signatures it needed. It also said it had gathered names
from voters in all 93 counties across the state.
If approved for the ballot and passed by voters, Nebraska’s minimum wage would increase from $9
per hour to $10.50 per hour on Jan. 1, 2023.
The minimum wage would then raise by $1.50 per year until 2026, when it would reach $15 per hour
and be adjusted annually to account for increases to the cost of living.
Raise the Wage Nebraska said the increase would benefit about 1 in 5 workers in the state, affecting
150,000 people, about three-fourths of whom are over the age of 20 and one-quarter who are over
the age of 40.
The campaign also said increasing the wage would benefit 60,000 full-time workers in Nebraska.
Nancy Williams, the president and CEO of No More Empty Pots, and a sponsor of the petition, said
the campaign heard “loud and clear” from voters across the state that Nebraska’s low wage workers
are struggling.
“Hardworking Nebraskans are choosing between paying rent and filling their cars to go to work,”
Williams said. “We can do better.”
Raise the Wage Nebraska was backed by 27 organizations and politicians, including the ACLU of
Nebraska, the Arc of Nebraska, Center for People in Need and Nebraska Appleseed, as well as







Omaha Sens. Terrell McKinney and Megan Hunt.
The campaign also found backing from several business owners, who said ensuring workers could
earn a livable wage produced better employees, which was better for their companies.
Alma Cerretta, the owner of Mana Games and Café in the Haymarket, said as a longtime worker in
the service industry she’s seen how low pay hurts employees and businesses.
The café that opened in the Creamery Building in January pays its employees a starting wage of $11
per hour, above the state law of $9 per hour, Cerretta said, with plans to increase that further.
Paying a fair wage to employees makes them happy, which in turn provides better customer service
that keeps customers coming back, she said.
“In opening Mana, we knew we wanted to avoid the low-pay, high-turnover, low-morale business
model that is way too common in our industry,” Cerretta said.
Employed in customer service, child care and education since the age of 16, Cindy Meyer said she
has always enjoyed working with people.
“As I worked in education, I realized I couldn’t grow in my career unless I went back to school, but
low wage jobs make it extremely difficult to balance school, to care for my family, and to pay my
bills,” Meyer said.
At a minimum, workers should make enough to meet their needs, she added, but Meyer said there
have been periods when she has had to work multiple jobs in order to make ends meet, which has
forced her to be away from her family.
“So many Nebraskans are working two and three jobs just to get by,” she said. “And a higher wage
could mean spending more time with our kids and getting time to just live. Earning $15 per hour
means I can say yes to more things.”
Other petitions fail
Other petitions launched for the 2022 election ended on Thursday.
Petitions to authorize Nebraskans age 17 and older to carry a firearm without a permit, to enact a
“Stand Your Ground” law and to amend the state constitution to prohibit medical mandates will not
go before voters this fall, organizer Michael Connely said.
Connely said three of 10 petitions he sponsored for 2022 were set to be turned in before an appeals
court re-implemented a geographic requirement on Wednesday.
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana sued Secretary of State Bob Evnen earlier this year to prevent him
from enforcing the constitutional requirement that petitions be signed by 5% of voters in 38 of the
state’s 93 counties.
A federal judge blocked Evnen from enforcing the rule in an order issued in June. On Wednesday,
the 8th Circuit Court granted the state’s motion to stay the injunction, which put the requirement
back in place.
“That shot us out of the water,” Connely said in an email.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Petition to give Nebraska governor more authority
over education fails


 
A petition drive that sought to give the Nebraska governor substantial oversight of K-12 education







failed Thursday.
Michael Connely of York, one of the sponsors, said the effort fell short of the signatures needed to
put the proposed constitutional amendment on the November ballot.
The deadline for submitting signatures was Thursday.
The organizers had sought to replace the Nebraska State Board of Education, education
commissioner and Nebraska Department of Education with a new Office of Education accountable to
the governor.
Under the proposal, the governor would have had authority to appoint the director of the office,
subject to confirmation by a majority of state senators.
The petition sponsors had argued the change would make the department more accountable and
return some of the department’s responsibilities back to local districts.
Critics, however, said the petition would have had the opposite effect, eliminating an elected board
and concentrating power in the Governor’s Office.
Patsy Koch Johns, state board president, said she’s not surprised the effort failed.
“I believe Nebraskans know the importance of education and the importance of keeping it bipartisan
as much as possible,” Koch Johns said.
Koch Johns said that in states that appoint education leaders, education becomes very political.
She said Nebraska’s current structure — an eight-member, nonpartisan board with four seats up for
election every two years — is a more stable system.
Robin Stevens, the board vice president, said the restructuring plan was a “knee-jerk reaction” and
not a good concept.
“Once again, cooler heads have prevailed,” said Stevens, who is running for reelection.
“The powers of education are best left to a vote of the people, and we’re going to have an election
here in November.”
The board ignited controversy last year when it proposed health-education standards for Nebraska
schools that called for teaching elementary-school kids about gender identity and sexual orientation.
A rift grew last year between the board and the governor over the proposed standards. A watered-
down second draft was criticized as well, and the board voted to indefinitely postpone adoption.
Connely, who finished a distant fifth in the Republican primary for governor in May, said a family
crisis hampered his efforts to organize signature collection in critical counties after the May primary.
He said Nebraska sets a high bar for signatures, and complying with the state’s 38-county rule is “like
pulling out all of your molars.”
The 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on Wednesday reversed a lower court’s decision, which meant
the state can enforce a requirement that initiative petition drives collect valid signatures from at
least 5% of registered voters in 38 counties to make the ballot.
Connely and Robert Rhodes of Elkhorn authored and sponsored 10 initiatives, all of which failed.
“There are 10 freedom-restoring initiatives that will not be on the ballot,” Connely said.
Among those failing were petitions dealing with concealed and open carry of firearms, a so-called
“stand your ground” proposal and a proposed constitutional amendment to prohibit vaccine and
other medical mandates in the state.
Other proposals sought to repeal motorcycle helmet laws and allow the governor to override any
state rules, laws or regulations.
By Joe Dejka
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Fremont Tribune: New clerk magistrate to serve in
Plattsmouth


 
PLATTSMOUTH – Cass County Court employees will have a new leader beginning next week.
State officials announced Thursday afternoon that Otoe County Court Clerk Magistrate Cindy Cich
has been selected for the same position in Cass County. Cich has worked as clerk magistrate in Otoe
County since 2014. She will begin her job as clerk magistrate of Cass County Court on July 11.
Sheryl Connolly, who serves as trial court services director for the Nebraska Supreme Court, said she
felt Cich would be successful in her new job.
“Cindy has been clerk magistrate in Otoe County Court for eight years and brings that knowledge to
her court in Cass County,” Connolly said. “Her experience is invaluable in handling the demanding
and complex work of the courts.”
Cich will replace Kimberly Durow as county court clerk magistrate in Cass County. Durow has been in
Plattsmouth for many years and has been in several state leadership positions. She is currently
serving on the education committee of the Nebraska County Court Association and is past president
of the NCCA’s clerk magistrate committee.
Cich will work with Cass County Court Judge David Partsch on all judicial matters. Partsch formerly
served as Otoe County Attorney before being appointed by Gov. Pete Ricketts to his role in Cass
County Court in 2019.
County court clerk magistrates in Nebraska are responsible for supervising, assigning and directing
the work of all staff within the county court system. Connolly said the position carries a high level of
responsibility for the people, paperwork and finances in the court office. She said Cich will also be
responsible for evaluating potential procedural changes in Cass County and for making sure the
court’s administrative functions are efficient.
Cass County Court is part of the 2nd Judicial District, which includes Sarpy, Cass and Otoe counties.
Cich will work with her replacement in Otoe County and Sarpy County Court Clerk Magistrate Barb
Pousson. Partsch and fellow judges PaTricia Freeman and Todd Hutton preside over the three courts
and direct the clerk magistrates in the 2nd Judicial District.
The Cass County Court office is located on the second floor of the Cass County Courthouse. The
courtroom is located on the third floor. Cass County Court typically handles more than 5,000 cases
each year. These include traffic-ticket violations, protection order hearings, time-pay agreements
and misdemeanor and felony criminal cases.
By Brent Hardin
 


OWH: Eppley awarded $20 million for planned roadway and
canopy project


 
The Omaha Airport Authority will receive a $20 million boost from the federal government for the
next phase of its roadway expansion project at Eppley Airfield.
The money comes from a pool of nearly $1 billion awarded to 85 airports across the country by the







Federal Aviation Administration, including a $150 million pool for medium hub airports like Eppley.
The $1 billion funding pool is part of the $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill signed into law last
year.
Airport Authority CEO Dave Roth and Steve McCoy, the authority’s chief information and
development officer, said the money will be spent to widen the roadway and add a lane next to the
curb adjacent to the terminal building for a total of seven lanes.
The project’s next phase, which is being designed, also includes a proposed canopy covering that
portion of the road between the terminal and a garage. The canopy would measure about 94,500
square feet and provide shelter for pedestrians and vehicles dropping off and picking up passengers.
According to a press release from the White House, the project will increase the roadway’s capacity
by 65%.
McCoy called the grant “good news for Omaha.”
“It’s going to increase capacity, improve throughput of vehicles through the drive there and improve
the overall customer experience and customer service at Eppley Airfield,” he said.
Officials expect to compete for additional rounds of federal funding for the canopy and other
projects over the next four years.
Construction work on the project is expected to begin early next year. It’s projected to cost about
$50.5 million, although that amount could change as the design process continues.
The project will follow a $20.3 million project underway that, among other highlights, moved the
airport’s main entrance to the south. That project is expected to be completed by the end of this
year.
The projects are part of an overall $715 million terminal modernization program. The effort is
expected to include additional aircraft gates, consolidating security screening and baggage handling
systems and a central utility plant.
“The sequencing of the funding and the receiving of these infrastructure dollars really play nicely
into the overall scheme of our terminal program,” Roth said.
The Lincoln Airport also benefited from the latest funding, with $850,000 awarded for the airport’s
HVAC and equipment upgrades. The FAA also awarded Council Bluffs Municipal Airport $112,500 for
installation of an elevator in the general aviation terminal to provide access to the second floor.
U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer praised the news of the FAA funding.
“It’s exciting to see investments from the infrastructure law go to airport projects that will make a
difference for Nebraska travelers,” Fischer said in a press release issued Thursday. “This is big news
for Nebraskans who rely on our airports for travel, business, and to stay connected.”
Fischer and Rep. Don Bacon, both Nebraska Republicans, were the only members of the state’s
congressional delegation to vote in favor of the infrastructure bill.
By Dan Crisler
 


OWH: Judge finds removal of Sarpy County treasurer was
proper


 
A Sarpy County District Court judge has dismissed Brian Zuger’s request to overturn his removal from
the office of county treasurer.
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Judge Geoffrey C. Hall on Tuesday dismissed Zuger’s petition with prejudice and found that the
Sarpy County Board provided him with appropriate due process and conducted “a fair and impartial
hearing.” Dismissal with prejudice means that the plaintiff cannot refile the same claim again in that
court.
“This Court finds that the Board’s decision was reasonable and was supported by the testimony and
exhibits that were received during the evidentiary hearing,” Hall wrote. “The record from the
hearing contains several admissions by Mr. Zuger that he failed to carry out and comply with the
duties of his office.”
The board removed Zuger from office on April 13, 2021. The decision came after a state audit
detailed a number of alleged accounting errors, including miscalculated tax payments to school
districts, inaccurate financial reconciliations and a patchwork system of bookkeeping.
Zuger, who was elected to the post in 2018, has argued that the problems predated his tenure and
that he had been working on correcting them but that the COVID-19 pandemic had caused delays.
County officials said Zuger failed to remedy the issues in a timely manner even as he was aware of
them.
The board installed Trace Jones as the interim Sarpy County treasurer following Zuger’s dismissal.
Jones won a three-way race for the Republican nomination for the treasurer position in May and will
face Democrat Kim Young in the November general election.
As treasurer, Jones is the defendant in a lawsuit filed in December by the Omaha, Millard, Gretna
and Springfield Platteview school districts. The districts allege that Jones has refused to pay back
what the county owes the districts in tax payments — more than $6.5 million — despite
recommendations from state audit officials.
By Kevin Cole
 


LJS Editorial, 7/8: Big Ten changes just part of evolution


 
It won't happen, but it's tempting to imagine a coast-to-coast Big Ten conference football
championship played smack-dab in the middle of the country. Say, maybe, in Lincoln, where we
happen to have a good-sized stadium available in mid-December.
Of course with no roof, no guarantee of good weather and a dozen other objections and logistical
problems, it seems unlikely. But so did Nebraska joining the Big Ten 11 years ago. And, even further
fetched geographically if not philosophically, is USC and UCLA joining the Big Ten.
It seems odd that institutions of higher learning, which ought to be good at math, can't even count
to 10 or 12. The Big Ten hasn't had 10 since adding Penn State in 1989. And the Pac-12 will need to
account for its two impending departures. You can't even trust the simple math.
There is a certain faction of diehard Husker fan for whom the N on the helmet is as much about
nostalgia as it is Nebraska. It's a style of football, a type of player and legacy of dominance.
And it's not just football. Husker volleyball enjoys a heritage of success, and an even more recent
one at that. Basketball, baseball, softball, wrestling, soccer, gymnastics, bowling and track and field
have all tasted varying degrees of success, though perhaps not with the high profiles football and
volleyball have.
Competition on the court or field has been a wild ride for Husker fans. But it doesn't compare to the
business of college athletics. Big money gets spent on facilities, coaches, training and travel. Big







money gets raised through TV contracts and, now for athletes, Name, Image and Likeness deals.
Traditional conference alliances and rivalries become casualties of a system that generates
enormous revenue for lots of figurative players and, now, literal ones, too.
It's tempting to get wistful for the crisp autumn afternoon, the marching band, the tailgating and the
simplicity of student-athletes squaring off on a football field. Volleyball may remain slightly less
infiltrated with big money, but the Huskers' success and fans' enthusiasm means there's opportunity
there, too.
But here's the truth: There's no turning back. There was a time -- very long ago -- that collegiate
sports were about the athletes. But radio, TV, streaming, licensing, NIL, sponsorships and all manner
of other money-making have changed the game. 
And the change is fueled by demand -- our demand -- for winning, for watching a game or match
whenever and wherever we want, for wanting to look like or eat like or bet on or in some other way
be affiliated with our favorite players and favorite teams.
Husker Athletic Director Trev Alberts warned last week that the changes were just beginning. Fans
can bemoan what was and is no more. Or fans can embrace the wild ride to come, where surprises
don't have to wait until the last two minutes of a game.
 


LJS Guest column: Helping hurting warriors


 
Gov. Pete Ricketts recently convened an event in Lincoln to discuss the troubling rate of suicide
among military veterans. Reports indicate that 87 vets have taken their life in the past two years in
Nebraska alone.
Nationally, the statistics are just as troubling, with the rate of veterans committing suicide per
100,000 people nearly double that of the general population, and active duty military suicides also
alarmingly high.
Some may believe that the situation should improve following the American withdrawal from wars
abroad, but veteran advocates like me think differently.
In addition to lasting psychological trauma for some service members, there is reason to be
concerned about lasting physiological issues that could lead to suicidal behavior down the road. Of
particular concern is the exposure of thousands of service members to blast waves or other aspects
of standard training and operations, resulting in undiagnosed traumatic brain injury (TBI).
The complex rubric of post-traumatic stress disorder, moral injury, substance use disorder and TBI
(diagnosed or undiagnosed) is often characterized as “invisible wounds.”
In the military, mBTIs are commonplace and can be sustained in many ways, “including athletics,
recreational activities, physical training, falls, motor-vehicle accidents and exposure to explosive
blasts,” researchers reported in the Journal of the Alzheimer’s Association.
A 2018 study published in the journal Psychological Services found that post-9-11 veterans with a
history of traumatic brain injuries were at much greater risk for considering suicide.
What’s more, service members may still be sustaining mild traumatic brain injuries in their current
training. We simply don’t know at what level of typical training and operations are they sustained.
Ricketts’ advocacy and involvement in the “Governor’s Challenge” to Prevent Suicide among Service
Members, Veterans and Families is commendable. That project of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, Veterans Health Administration and Department of Health and Human Services provides







useful guidance for helping veterans, including addressing that many veterans are not in touch with
critical services.
Yet meaningful progress will come down to greater connection at the “deck plate” and grassroots
level – particularly peer-to-peer within the military community.
Put simply, service members and veterans are all too often disconnected from peers, friends, family
and support systems. At the same time, vets can be burdened with moral injury from their
experiences. The traumas and undiagnosed traumatic brain injury can impact and erode a person’s
sense of hope.
Invisible wounds are not invisible to those who struggle every day with them or to their families who
desperately try to support their loved ones. They are invisible to the rest of us and a system that is
largely blind to them.
The Warrior Call initiative, a project of the Troops First Foundation, is designed to create greater
connection. The campaign’s motto calls on all Americans, but especially those who have worn or are
wearing the uniform, to make a call, take a call and have an honest conversation.
Pick up the phone or schedule a face-to-face and ask how a service member or veteran is doing.
And, if needed, point this individual to resources, such as those hosted by Vets 4 Warriors. It may
not be an easy conversation, but it could save a life, particularly if done habitually.
Calls to warriors empower families and communities to know what to look for — and more
importantly what to do — before their family member or friend is in crisis. The idea is born out of
years of touring military bases like Offutt Air Force Base and speaking to those in service.
Warrior Call is no panacea, but we also know from firsthand experience can it help people from
descending into dangerous isolation.
To shine more attention on the need for greater connection with vets, National Warrior Call Day will
take place the Sunday after Veterans Day, and we are asking for the support of U.S. Sens. Deb
Fischer and Ben Sasse in gaining official congressional recognition of the effort.
Our hope is that with National Warrior Call Day on the calendar every year, and with efforts like
those championed by Ricketts, Nebraskans and all Americans can help save lives. We can’t wait any
longer for greater connection to our warriors.
Frank Larkin live in Annapolis, Maryland, is chief operating officer of the Troops First Foundation and
chair of the Warrior Call initiative.
 


LJS: Hardly acting pro-life


 
The recent Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v. Wade is a major disappointment, to say the
least! Nebraska's Gov. Pete Ricketts and many of our other elected representatives are celebrating
the decision to repeal a woman's choice on this sensitive topic, a choice women do not take lightly
when having to face this difficult decision.
They are claiming victory as being "pro life," yet have consistently let the people of our state down.
None of them voted for any form of gun control to protect us from the mass killings experienced
across the country. Ricketts sits on his pile of money and won't apply for aid our state needs to help
people pay to put a roof over their children's heads.
It took much too long to expand the Medicaid coverage voters approved, leaving many citizens in
financial hardship. And don't forget Ricketts opted out of the increase in emergency food stamp







benefits just four months into the pandemic. So no, don't tell me Nebraska is "pro life." Those who
come from privilege and have no conscience are blind and choose to play politics over having
common sense. It's disgusting.
Sharon Miller, Lincoln
 


AP: Nebraska Republican Mike Flood to take House seat on
Tuesday


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Republican state Sen. Mike Flood will officially join the U.S. House
on Tuesday when he’s sworn in to fill the seat of disgraced former U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry.
Flood will take his oath of office at the U.S. Capitol.
Flood, a former speaker of the Nebraska Legislature, defeated Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks in a
special election to represent the state’s 1st Congressional District, which includes Lincoln and dozens
of smaller communities.
Fortenberry, a Republican, resigned in March shortly after a California jury found him guilty of
charges that he lied to federal investigators about $30,000 in illegal campaign contributions from a
Nigerian billionaire. He was sentenced to probation and fined.
Flood will hold the seat until at least January, for what would have been the rest of Fortenberry’s
term. He’ll face Pansing Brooks again in the November general election to determine who serves the
next full term.
 


AP: Some states move to protect abortion from prosecutors


 
PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Democratic governors in states where abortion will remain legal are looking for
ways to protect any patients who travel there for the procedure — along with the providers who
help them — from being prosecuted by their home states.
The Democratic governors of Colorado and North Carolina on Wednesday issued executive orders to
protect abortion providers and patients from extradition to states that have banned the practice.
Abortions are legal in North Carolina until fetal viability or in certain medical emergencies, making
the state an outlier in the Southeast.
"This order will help protect North Carolina doctors and nurses and their patients from cruel right-
wing criminal laws passed by other states," Gov. Roy Cooper said in announcing the order.
The governors of Rhode Island and Maine also signed executive orders late Tuesday, stating that
they will not cooperate with other states' investigations into people who seek abortions or health
care providers that perform them.
Rhode Island Democratic Gov. Dan McKee said women should be trusted with their own health care
decisions, and Democratic Lt. Gov. Sabina Matos said Rhode Island must do all it can to protect
access to reproductive health care as "other states attack the fundamental right to choose."
Maine Democratic Gov. Janet Mills said she will "stand in the way of any effort to undermine,
rollback, or outright eliminate the right to safe and legal abortion in Maine."
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Their offices confirmed Wednesday that they are preemptive, protective moves, and that neither
state has received a request to investigate, prosecute or extradite a provider or patient.
Their attempts to protect abortion rights come as tighter restrictions and bans are going into effect
in conservative states after last month's Dobbs v. Jackson ruling in the U.S. Supreme Court, which
overturned the nearly half-century-old holding from Roe v. Wade that found that the right to
abortion was protected by the U.S. Constitution. The issue reverts to the states, many of which have
taken steps to curtail or ban abortions.
The specific fears of Democratic officials are rooted in a Texas law adopted last year to ban abortions
after fetal cardiac activity can be detected. The law lets any person other than a government official
or employee sue anyone who performs an abortion or "knowingly engages in conduct that aids or
abets" obtaining one.
The person filing the claim would be entitled to $10,000 for every abortion the subject was involved
with — plus legal costs.
The U.S. Supreme Court has declined to hear challenges to the Texas law so far.
Bernadette Meyler, a professor at Stanford Law School, said it's not clear whether judgments against
out-of-state abortion providers would hold up in courts, especially if they are not advertising their
services in states with bans. But she also said it's not clear that the liberal states are on firm legal
ground to protect their residents from any out-of-state litigation.
"Probably, they assume that some of the laws that they're passing won't be upheld or may not be
upheld, and they're trying to come up with as much as possible in order to resist the effects of the
Dobbs decision," Meyler said.
The resistance to cooperating with abortion-related investigations could hold up, though, she said.
Places that declared themselves "sanctuary cities" and refused to cooperate with federal
immigration investigations during former President Donald Trump's presidency were able to carry
out similar policies.
In Raleigh, North Carolina, Planned Parenthood President Alexis McGill Johnson said her group and
other advocates for abortion access are pushing for the protections. "Everywhere we can push the
imagination of what a free and equal world looks like," she said, "we are working with those
governors."
Connecticut was the first state to pass a law to protect abortion providers, patients and others from
legal action taken by other states. Democratic Gov. Ned Lamont signed it in May, before the
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade.
The Democratic governors of Minnesota, New Mexico, Nevada, California and Washington and the
moderate Republican governor in liberal Massachusetts all signed executive orders within days of
the ruling to prohibit cooperation with other states that might interfere with abortion access.
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FoxNE: Workforce housing grows across the state, attracts families from beyond Nebraska
KSNB: Holdrege celebrates new rural workforce housing
NET: Linehan: Tax And Spending Measures Depend On Each Other
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OWH: Has Ricketts overstepped his authority in allocating $1 billion of coronavirus relief?
NP Telegraph: State of Nebraska honors North Platte for continued leadership in economic development
LJS: BD partners with federal agency to invest $70M in Nebraska plants to make needles, syringes
OWH: $70 million partnership to boost Nebraska operations, produce injection devices for COVID-19
vaccine
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OWH: As Douglas County reports 100th COVID-19 victim, cases continue growing among young people
AP: Nebraska surpasses 20,000 positive cases of corornavirus
LJS: 38 new coronavirus cases detected in Lancaster County, health department says
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OWH: Has Ricketts overstepped his authority in allocating $1 billion of coronavirus relief?
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts has already outlined his plan for distributing $1 billion in emergency aid
provided by the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act to help struggling
Nebraskans.
But did he have the authority to do that?
That’s a question being raised around the State Capitol and it has prompted a request for a legal opinion
from the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office about whether the governor’s decisions should be subject
to approval by the Nebraska Legislature.
A spokesman for the governor said Ricketts does have the legal authority to make decisions on using the
federal money.
But State Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha cited several conflicting clauses in state law and in the Nebraska
Constitution in his request for the legal opinion. Others raising questions include James Goddard, a
lawyer with the Lincoln-based Nebraska Appleseed, and University of Nebraska-Lincoln law professor
Anthony Schutz.
Among the conflicting legal guidance being cited: The Nebraska Constitution requires that the Legislature
approve any specific appropriations, but a budget bill passed last year gives the governor the authority
to direct the spending of any federal dollars not specifically sent to a state agency.
“It’s sort of a question about whether this is an animal, a plant or mineral,” said Lathrop.
He said his motivation is not to second-guess how Ricketts has planned to mete out the funds, but to
clarify whether state lawmakers have a legal role in deciding how the $1 billion will be spent. He asked
for an opinion to be issued prior to July 20, when state lawmakers reconvene for the final 17 days of
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their 2020 session.“I don’t think it’s clear. That’s why I asked for the opinion,” said Lathrop, who is a trial
attorney and heads the Legislature’s Judiciary Committee. “We don’t want to spend it one way and find
ourselves in some sort of a lawsuit over whether the governor had the authority.”
Ricketts’ decisions regarding the CARES Act have already generated some controversy. He told counties
that if they mandate the wearing of protective masks in courthouses and other county buildings, they
won’t get any CARES Act money from him, a decision that was picked up by media nationwide. Also, the
governor disregarded federal guidance that at least $400 million in the CARES money should be allocated
to COVID-19 expenses of local governments, saying that $100 million would cover their costs and that
struggling businesses and livestock producers needed more help.
A spokesman for the governor cited not only the language in the budget bill that allows a governor to
spend federal money, but also the state’s Emergency Management Act, which allows the governor,
during an emergency, to “suspend” state statutes so action can be taken immediately to address a crisis.
Taylor Gage, the governor’s spokesman, said the Legislature has a standing practice of allowing
governors to spend federal funds when lawmakers are not in session or during an emergency.
“Under the federal CARES Act, the U.S. Treasury allocated funds to Gov. Pete Ricketts as the authorized
representative of the State of Nebraska for the limited purpose of responding to the coronavirus
pandemic,” he added.
Gering Sen. John Stinner, who heads the legislative committee that draws up the state budget, said he
also believes that the governor has the power to spend the CARES Act money but that it’s not a bad idea
to get an attorney general’s opinion based on the questions being raised.
Stinner added that he expects debate during the upcoming session about the portion of the CARES Act
allocations that Ricketts has not specifically earmarked. The governor set aside $427 million for two
purposes — to help replenish the state’s unemployment insurance fund, which has been depleted by a
record number of claims by laid-off and furloughed Nebraskans; and to possibly cover state tax revenue
shortfalls, if Congress reverses course and allows CARES Act money to be used for that purpose.
Other allocations made by the governor include $85 million for community needs, such as food and
housing, $230 million to stabilize small businesses and $100 million to provide aid to livestock producers.
He has also set aside $40 million to improve broadband Internet service in rural areas.
Goddard, of Nebraska Appleseed, said the governor is clearly overreaching his authority in acting without
seeking legislative approval and that his advocacy group wouldn’t rule out taking legal action. State
statutes, he said, never anticipated this huge pot of money being at the discretion of the governor alone.
“We have constitution requirements: The Legislature appropriates and the governor executes,” Goddard
said, adding that Appleseed, and several other groups, would like to testify at a public hearing on how
the money should be spent.
Other states are all over the map in how they allocated their CARES Act money, which might reflect
differing laws and constitutional clauses.
In Iowa and South Dakota, governors made the decision. But in Wyoming, a special session of the
Legislature was called to approve how CARES Act money was handed out, and in North Dakota, an
emergency committee, headed by the governor but including state lawmakers, made the call.
By Paul Hammel
 


NP Telegraph: State of Nebraska honors North Platte for continued leadership in economic
development
 
Years of collaborative efforts to drive developments in health care, housing and downtown revitalization
have earned the City of North Platte state recognition, according to a press release. This week, the
Nebraska Department of Economic Development announced the City’s ongoing membership in the
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State’s Economic Development Certified Community (EDCC) program. EDCC Program Coordinator and
DED Business Development Consultant Ashley Rice-Gerlach and Governor Pete Ricketts’ West-Central
Director Brittany Hardin honored community leaders during a special presentation Tuesday.
North Platte is one of 40 Nebraska communities to earn EDCC status in the program, sponsored by the
Nebraska Diplomats and administered by DED. State officials established the EDCC program in 2005 to
recognize communities for preparedness to attract new industries and grow existing businesses. As part
of the certification process, qualifying communities must identify a well-defined program that actively
engages with the existing business community and offers a supportive environment for welcoming new
economic development projects. This includes documenting available sites and buildings, local financing
and incentive programs and a strategic plan for economic development. North Platte received original
EDCC certification in 2010 and earned recertification in 2015 and 2020.
Over the past five years, collaborative efforts between local economic leaders, city officials and private
industry partners contributed to development opportunities in downtown North Platte.
For example, a cooperative effort between the city, the Downtown Association and the North Platte
Area Chamber and Development Corporation spearheaded an ongoing $4 million revitalization project in
the community’s soon-to-be designated “Canteen District.” The façade restoration project allowed for
the removal of outdoor steel awnings, which had canopied storefronts for nearly 50 years. The project
also incentivized business owners to begin historic building restorations in the century-old downtown
area. In addition to local economic development assistance, the City received Community Development
Block Grant funding from DED for a portion of the project’s planning and construction.
Following years of tax liens and tax debts encompassing the downtown’s historic abandoned Pawnee
Hotel, the Chamber and Development Corporation purchased the building’s tax certificate to remove
lien holders and sell property rights. Doing so paved the way for redevelopment of the 90-year-old hotel.
Major renovations were also completed in the area’s historic Fox Theater and Prairie Arts Center
buildings, made possible by local investors, grants and volunteers.
“Downtown developments not only demonstrate the city of North Platte’s preparedness for economic
growth in the EDCC program, but also pay tribute to its rich history in a city known for its civic and
community service,” said Nebraska Diplomats President Dan Duncan. “Through these ongoing
restorations, local leaders have an opportunity to honor past generations and provide current and future
business owners with a platform for growth in the Canteen District.”
A three-phase economic project in the Chamber and Development Corporation-owned Twin Rivers
Business Park includes commercial developments on Halligan Drive, as well as a new warehouse district
currently under construction. The multi-million-dollar project, led by Chief Industries/Prataria Ventures,
will also include construction of a retirement village.
The Chamber and Development Corporation’s working relationship with Union Pacific Railroad led to the
establishment of a new proposed industrial rail park in Lincoln County. The park’s establishment will
serve as an additional tool to recruit new industries in the North Platte area, which will complement a
number of additional business parks with highway and air transportation opportunities. A $100,000
environmental studies and master planning effort is currently underway through the Nebraska Public
Power District’s Site Ready Assistance Program, made possible by a $25,000 NPPD planning grant and a
local $75,000 Quality Growth Fund grant.
An additional enhancement to air service was accomplished by the city of North Platte Airport Authority,
with the recruitment of United Express Airlines/Sky West creating twice-daily direct flights in and out of
Denver.
North Platte Area Chamber and Development President and CEO Gary Person says leaders’ ongoing
collaboration exemplifies the community’s overall strategy for economic growth.
“I’m proud of our team for taking this process to heart and setting a standard of excellence in our







approach to economic development,” Person said. “The North Platte area has a strong private-public
partnership, and it works. When you have community leaders pulling in the same direction you can get
things done, instead of fighting turf protection battles. We have laid some significant groundwork and
came up with a five-year strategic action plan for 2020-2025, and we are excited to act upon each of
those 29 specific goals. It will be critical to pass the renewal of the LB840 Quality Growth Fund in
November to carry out many of these goals.”
The Chamber and Development Corporation’s “Shot in the Arm” housing incentive program continues to
provide new living opportunities for local families. Since its inception, the program has established 60
new single-family speculative units and a 48-unit multifamily development project. Phase two of the
project came to fruition through local and state partnerships totaling $1.2 million in incentives, including
$383,400 in assistance from the State of Nebraska’s Rural Workforce Housing Fund. The City of North
Platte’s LB840 fund, Chamber and Development Investment Partners, Union Pacific Railroad and Great
Plains Health generated remaining investments for the project.
Successful efforts in establishing North Platte as a regional medical center were made possible by a $125
million new medical facility at GPH. Since the tower completion in 2015, GPH has been recognized
regionally and nationally for innovative developments in the facility’s medical services and hospital’s
patient services. Vetter Health Services’ expansion of the facility’s short and long-term service
capabilities also positively impacted the medical community. GPH, Mid-Plains Community College and
the University of Nebraska Medical Center were instrumental in implementing a new, certified four-year
nursing program to compliment an existing two-year nursing program.
Career Academies established at North Platte Public Schools have increased student exposure to
vocational and business training opportunities. The program has encouraged partnerships with 66 local
businesses, engaging youth in internships, job shadowing and workforce development training.
Over the past five years, local investors established 121 businesses and nearly 900 jobs in North Platte. In
addition, the community has been positively impacted by $142 million in capital investments. Since
2015, the costs of 27 commercial projects have exceeded $500,000 apiece.
“The Economic Development Certified Community status for North Platte is an important standard for us
to achieve; it demonstrates our preparedness to meet the challenges of growing and developing our
local economy,” said North Platte Mayor Dwight Livingston. “This accomplishment also is a testament to
the outstanding cooperation between our city, county and schools — all working together as a team
with our local business community and its leadership. The preparation, hard work and dedication that
was needed to achieve this certification also prepares us strategically to move forward over the next five
years; I feel confident we are moving the community in a positive direction.”
The Chamber and Development Corporation led recent efforts to assist local businesses in response to
COVID-19 through the Quality Growth Fund. A technical assistance incentive program connected
proprietors with financial institutions to apply for the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck
Protection Program and Economic Injury Disaster Loans. The Chamber and Development Corporation
provided additional help through a gift card business boost program, which offered up to $2,000 in gift
card reimbursements for local merchants. The programs have aided 227 area businesses so far.
Chamber and Development Corporation Board Chairman Dr. Rich Raska said the community’s vast
leadership continues to drive growth in the area, and played a role in the City’s most recent EDCC
designation.
“This has been a direct result of the tireless efforts of our Board of Directors, committees, and our hard-
working staff over the past five years,” Raska said. “I commend the work of the countless hours of
strategic planning and look forward to North Platte achieving economic success in the years to come.”
For additional information on the Economic Development Certified Community Program, contact Ashley
Rice-Gerlach at 308-655-0919 or ashley.gerlach@nebraska.gov; or
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visit opportunity.nebraska.gov/program/economic-development-certified-community-edcc/.
 


LJS: BD partners with federal agency to invest $70M in Nebraska plants to make needles,
syringes
 
BD announced Wednesday that it will be making $70 million in upgrades to its Nebraska manufacturing
facilities to develop new manufacturing lines to ensure a steady supply of syringes and needles during
the coronavirus pandemic.
The New Jersey-based company said it has formed a strategic public-private partnership with the
Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority, which is part of the U.S. Health and Human
Services Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response.
As part of the alliance, BARDA will contribute $42 million of the $70 million cost of the improvements,
which are expected to take a year to complete.
Once the new lines are up and running, they will produce hundreds of millions of syringes and needles
annually to support current and future pandemic vaccination efforts, and BARDA will have priority access
to the products.
BD did not say whether it will invest in all of its Nebraska facilities or just some of them. The company
has four manufacturing plants in the state — two in Columbus and one each in Holdrege and Broken
Bow — that employ more than 2,500 people combined. It also did not say if the expansion would add
jobs.
Gov. Pete Ricketts lauded the company's plans.
“Right now, the entire world is focused on developing a vaccine, so we can win the war against
coronavirus. From the beginning when Americans abroad came to Omaha and Ashland to quarantine,
Nebraska has played an important role during the pandemic," he said in a statement. "Thank you to BD
for choosing Nebraska for this investment, which will play a pivotal role in quickly delivering vaccines to
the marketplace.”
BD also said Wednesday it finalized an initial pandemic order for 50 million needles and syringes to be
delivered by the end of December to support the U.S. vaccination effort for COVID-19. The order will be
fulfilled through BD's current manufacturing capacity.
"BD's commitment to produce 50 million vaccine injection devices by the end of this year to support the
U.S. COVID-19 vaccination campaign is the latest effort in the company's multifaceted global response to
this virus, and the new, strategic public-private partnership will help ensure the U.S. is prepared for
future pandemic vaccination efforts," said Rick Byrd, president of Medication Delivery Solutions for BD.
"Over the past four years, BD has committed to invest more than $340 million in our Nebraska facilities.
We are extremely proud of our talented and dedicated workforce in Nebraska and our longstanding
partnership with the state, and we look forward to building on our strong presence and track record in
Nebraska as we move forward."
Sen. Ben Sasse called the partnership "good news, because it will help us beat this nasty virus once we
have a vaccine while making a big investment in Nebraska’s workers."
"This effort will take a heavy lift, and I’m grateful our state is going to play a big role,” he said.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: $70 million partnership to boost Nebraska operations, produce injection devices for
COVID-19 vaccine
 
A company with manufacturing sites in Nebraska will play an important role in producing millions of
needles and syringes needed to deliver vaccines for the coronavirus.
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Medical technology company Becton Dickinson & Co. announced Wednesday that a partnership
between the company and the federal government will pour $70 million into expanding operations and
production lines at the company’s Nebraska facilities to make injection devices — the syringes, needles,
cannulas and other components used for vaccines and other shots.
Plans still are being finalized, but the expansion most likely will focus on the company’s facilities in
Columbus and Holdrege that already produce needles and syringes.
Becton Dickinson & Co., also known as BD, employs approximately 3,200 workers at its four facilities in
Nebraska — the Holdrege facility, two campuses in Columbus and another in Broken Bow. The facilities
produce a variety of medical supplies, including insulin syringes for diabetics, tubes for blood collection
and saline flush products.
It’s still unclear how many new jobs, if any, the expansion will create.
“We are extremely proud of our talented and dedicated workforce in Nebraska and our longstanding
partnership with the state, and we look forward to building on our strong presence and track record in
Nebraska as we move forward,” Rick Byrd, the company’s president of medication delivery solutions,
said in a statement.
The arrangement will give the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), part
of the U.S. Health and Human Services Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response,
a direct and steady supply of the needles and syringes needed to carry out widespread vaccination
programs.
BARDA will contribute $42 million to the expansion project, and Becton Dickinson & Co. will pick up the
remaining tab of roughly $28 million.
“What that gets BARDA is access to those lines whenever they need them,” said Troy Kirkpatrick, a
Becton Dickinson spokesman. “If they need hundreds of millions of syringes within 12 months, they can
say, ‘We know where these are being manufactured.’ ... Knowing that they have this capacity sort of at
their fingertips is really the benefit for BARDA without having to build and run their own facility.”
BARDA has entered into similar contracts with vaccine makers and other companies as part of Operation
Warp Speed, a Trump administration initiative designed to ramp up the manufacturing and distribution
of a COVID-19 vaccine, treatments and medical supplies.
Readying the new production lines is expected to take about a year. Depending on the successful
development of a coronavirus vaccine and the status of the global pandemic, the supplies produced in
Nebraska could be used during the current pandemic or to prepare for another emergent disease.
Early predictions suggest that two doses of a coronavirus vaccine may be needed, Kirkpatrick said — an
initial shot and a booster several weeks later.
“We’re potentially talking about two syringes for every person on the globe,” he said.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said the project is another example of how Nebraska is pitching in to fight
the pandemic.
“Right now, the entire world is focused on developing a vaccine, so we can win the war against
coronavirus,” Ricketts said in a statement. “From the beginning, when Americans abroad came to Omaha
and Ashland to quarantine, Nebraska has played an important role during the pandemic. Thank you to
BD for choosing Nebraska for this investment, which will play a pivotal role in quickly delivering vaccines
to the marketplace.”
In addition to the injection devices, the company has been pumping out other supplies in response to
the pandemic, including diagnostic tests, nasal swabs and catheters for patients in intensive care units.
Its facilities and workers haven’t been immune from the virus: Kirkpatrick confirmed that some workers
at BD’s Nebraska facilities have tested positive for the coronavirus. Workers in close contact at
manufacturing facilities — meatpacking plants in particular — have fallen ill with the disease caused by
the virus in Nebraska and across the country.







BD took precautions early on, Kirkpatrick said, by checking workers’ temperatures and spacing them out
whenever possible.
Over the last several years, before the coronavirus hit, the company had announced plans to spend at
least $340 million upgrading and expanding its Nebraska locations.
Becton Dickinson came to Columbus in 1949 when the federal government asked the company, which is
based in Franklin Lakes, New Jersey, to move its production inland because of the threat of Soviet Union
bombers during the Cold War.
An aluminum plant in Columbus had closed after World War II, and officials from the community
negotiated with Becton Dickinson to relocate.
By Erin Duffy
 


OWH: As Douglas County reports 100th COVID-19 victim, cases continue growing among
young people
 
As the coronavirus pandemic claimed its 100th victim in Douglas County, the county’s health director
says new cases are growing among young people.
The Douglas County Health Department says it has tracked cases among three high school teams: One
each in basketball, baseball and softball.
More adolescents are testing positive for COVID-19, although some are asymptomatic, said Adi Pour,
Douglas County’s health director.
Pour also expressed concern about transmission in bars packed with patrons.
Throughout the pandemic, 43% of the county’s cases are from people in the under-34 age bracket,
according to the county’s latest numbers.
But more recently, 56% of cases are from people that age, Pour said.
Pour cited the trend in a wide-ranging press conference Wednesday with Mayor Jean Stothert. The two
officials addressed the demographic trends four months into the pandemic, the benchmark death tally,
clusters of cases, the state of testing in the community, the potential for a vaccine, the strain on city
funding, the controversy over masks and the return to school.
Earlier Wednesday, the Health Department announced it received three additional death certificates for
people who had COVID-19: A man in his 60s, and a man and a woman older than 70.
That raised the county’s total to 100.
Pour said that number is higher than she anticipated for the pandemic.
“For me, every death is too much,” she said.
Locally, the state of the pandemic, circa early July, is that Omaha and Nebraska are increasingly
reopening businesses and activities — including bars and team sports — even as people get infected
with COVID-19.
Nebraska’s cases have fallen from an early May peak, but on Tuesday the state still added 155 new
cases. Douglas County recorded another 102 new cases Wednesday.
Hospitalizations in the Omaha area have fallen from a high of 170 in late May to 86 in the most recent
count.
On clusters: Pour said 40% of cases relate to a cluster of at least two cases. She said the county has
recorded 315 different clusters, with 29 clusters and 1,370 individual cases stemming from the food
processing industry and 35 clusters and 471 cases coming from long-term care facilities.
Pour said the county also has recorded 47 clusters in construction, most of which connect to just two or
three people. She said many of the clusters are from the same company, and she generally cited cases
involving a painter, electrician and plumber.
On recent testing difficulties: Pour said she believes everybody who wants to get tested should be able







to do so.
TestNebraska is now at the former Sears store at Crossroads Mall. The test site at 50th and G Streets
that closed due to a supply shortage will start again this Sunday, Pour said.
If test results are delayed, Pour said people awaiting their results still should isolate themselves if they’ve
been in contact with someone who has COVID-19.
“I know it’s difficult,” she said. “It’s not easy. I understand that.”
On a vaccine: Pour cited the possibility of mass vaccination happening next spring.
On city funding: Stothert said the City of Omaha still does not have a formal agreement with the State of
Nebraska or Douglas County to provide federal pandemic recovery CARES Act funding to the city.
Stothert said the city calculated it has spent $66 million on expenses related to COVID-19, based on
federal guidelines, or $38 million, based on the State of Nebraska’s more stringent guidelines.
The city is receiving no direct federal funding through the CARES Act.
Stothert said the city has made all the budget cuts it can without laying off employees. But she said that
“I need an answer right away” on shared funding from the state and county.
“To me, the clock is ticking,” she said.
On masks: Both Stothert and Pour said it is outside their authority to require people in public to wear
masks.
Stothert said she would support a mask mandate as a directed health measure from the governor, but
said, “I don’t have that authority to do it now.
On back to school: Stothert and Pour also both said they support the Omaha Public Schools’ decision to
bring students back on a split weekly schedule for in-school, in-person lessons.
By Jeffrey Robb
 


AP: Nebraska surpasses 20,000 positive cases of corornavirus
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — State figures released Wednesday show Nebraska has surpassed 20,000 confirmed
cases of the coronavirus since the outbreak began earlier this year.
The state’s online virus tracker shows 155 cases were reported on Tuesday, bringing the state total to
20,201. Of the total, nearly 15,000 have recovered from the virus. The total number of deaths attributed
to COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus, had reached 282 by the end of Tuesday.
While Nebraska is not experiencing the surge in cases being seen in other states, some Nebraska health
care providers and testing sites are reporting a shortage of testing supplies and longer wait times for test
results.
A drive-thru testing site in south Omaha temporarily closed over the weekend because of a shortage of
testing supplies.
Despite the shortages, state figures show Nebraska still have a large amount of space in hospitals to
treat new patients. State officials said 40% of Nebraska’s hospital beds, 46% of the intensive care beds
and 81 percent of the ventilators in the state remained available Tuesday.
For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms that clear up in two to three
weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause more
severe illness.
 


LJS: 38 new coronavirus cases detected in Lancaster County, health department says
 
Lancaster County confirmed 38 more cases of coronavirus Wednesday but reported no new deaths,
according to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.
The number of local COVID-19 cases has risen to 1,947, and 714 residents have fully recovered from the
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virus so far, the department said.
The health department has recorded 13 deaths from COVID-19.
Douglas County reported three new deaths Wednesday, bringing its total to 100.
More than one-third of all COVID-19 deaths in Nebraska have occurred in the state’s largest county.
On Wednesday, the state reported 282 deaths and 20,425 cases, an increase of 224 from the previous
day. 
By Riley Johnson
 


Scottsbluff SH: Six new COVID-19 cases, 13 recoveries announced
 
Six new COVID-19 cases and 13 recoveries were announced on Wednesday during Panhandle Public
Health District’s daily briefing.
All of the cases, except a Cheyenne County woman in her 40s, were determined to be close contacts.
“The investigation is underway right now,” Scotts Bluff County Health director Paulette Schnell said of
the case.
The others include one male in his 20s from Box Butte County, a Morrill County man in his 30s and three
Scotts Bluff County residents, a woman in her 20s, a man in his 30s and a man in his 40s.
“We have 13 new recoveries to announce today,” Schnell said.
Six were in Scotts Bluff County, three from Morrill, two from Dawes and one each from Sheridan and
Banner counties.
A total of 5,692 tests have been conducted with a cumulative positive rate of 6 percent. There have been
344 positive tests in the Panhandle Public Health District. Of those, 99 cases are active while 241 are
recovered.
A total of 34 people have been hospitalized with one remaining in the hospital.
Health officials reminded the community about the importance of taking quarantine and isolation
recommendations seriously. In order to be considered “recovered,” a person must quarantine for a
minimum of 10 days and be symptom free for three days in a row, Schnell said.
Close contacts are asked to quarantine for 14 days, as it can take that long for the disease to develop.
Testing opportunities are available across the district. Chadron Community Hospital is offering testing to
those who sign up through testnebraska.com from 7-9 a.m. on Monday and Fridays.
Community Action Health Center in Gering offers testing Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 7-8 a.m.
Sign up is available online: https://tinyurl.com/y7msahzq.
Testing will take place in the Gordon Clinic parking lot from 3-4 p.m. on July 13 and July 16. There is no
charge. For an appointment, call 308-282-6334 or 308-282-1442.
Morrill County Community Hospital is offering tests daily, as are many other local hospitals and clinics.
By Kamie Stephen
 


LJS: National Guard transitioning virus testing to civilian workers
 
The Nebraska National Guard is transitioning COVID-19 testing responsibilities over to civilian health care
workers after deploying testing teams throughout the state since late March.
As of July 1, full National Guard testing teams are no longer activated to provide testing throughout
Nebraska, the Guard announced Wednesday.
A small group of soldiers and airmen continue to be activated to provide training and knowledge to
hospitals for the Test Nebraska campaign, and one small National Guard team is continuing to provide
support in the Omaha area.
Several hundred Nebraska National Guard soldiers and airmen were activated in late March to support
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testing teams that traveled across the state for weeks.
Tests were provided at nursing homes, corrections facilities, meat processing plants and in small towns
and larger cities throughout the state.
Guard testing teams have helped collect more than 80,000 samples for testing during the pandemic,
supporting 53 counties and all 19 health departments in the state.
"I couldn't be more proud of the team we have had on orders to provide the support and capabilities for
such an important mission," said Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac, Nebraska adjutant general.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska child care providers can get federal assistance to help stabilize income or
reopen
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska child care providers that have struggled because of the coronavirus can get help
from a pair of federally supported relief funds.
One targets providers that have stayed open but seen incomes drop as state directives limited the
number of children in their care. The stabilization grants can make up for lost income, pay for extra
cleaning supplies and cover other expenses. Family child care homes can get a one-time award of $3,500
and child care centers can get $5,550.
The second aims to encourage providers that closed because of the coronavirus to reopen. Priority for
the grants will go to providers that commit to reopen within 30 days of getting the money, participate in
state quality improvement initiatives and serve low-income families or children of essential and
emergency workers. Family child care homes can get $2,000 and centers can get $3,000.
State officials are working with the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation to process applications
and provide payments. For more information, visit the foundation’s
website, nebraskachildren.org/childcare-providers-covid-19-information-and-resources.html.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Nebraska not planning to change guidance after threats from president to withhold fed
dollars
 
Nebraska education officials Wednesday said they have no plans to change guidance for reopening
schools after threats from President Donald Trump to withhold federal education funds to schools that
don’t fully reopen in the fall.
“The Nebraska Department of Education has been working with local school districts for several months
to safely provide continuity of learning for all students in the state,” said Nebraska Education
Commissioner Matt Blomstedt.
The state Department of Education has a website called Launch Nebraska that provides guidance for
schools this summer and beyond, though officials plan to update the guidance soon to focus more
specifically on fall.
Current guidance includes that students and staff wear face masks and social distance whenever
possible, and stresses that school districts should work with local health departments to come up with a
plan.
“The (Nebraska Department of Education) will continue to support thoughtful, local leadership as they
develop their individual plans to safely return to school,” Blomstedt said.
Lincoln Public Schools has said it plans to have all students in school this fall, but based on changing risk
levels could reduce the number of high school students in school at one time to better maintain
necessary physical distance.
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Schools around the country have been trying to come up with plans for fall amid a spike in positive
COVID-19 cases in several states, including Florida, Arizona and Texas.
White House officials have in recent days begun pressuring governors to reopen schools fully in the fall.
In a series of tweets Wednesday morning, Trump threatened to withhold federal funds from schools that
don’t fully reopen. He also criticized the CDC's guidelines as "tough and expensive."
Tuesday in an interview with Fox News’ Tucker Carlson, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos said she
is "seriously considering" withholding federal funds from schools that don’t fully reopen.
It’s unclear what federal funds they're talking about, and whether that would be possible. The CARES
Act, which includes relief for schools, was approved by Congress. And allocation of other federal funds to
help educate students in poverty or with special education needs are spelled out in the federal
education act.
Nebraska will get about $65 million in CARES Act relief funds for schools.
LPS estimates it will get about $6 million of that, and it got about $26 million in federal funds for high-
poverty schools and special-education students, among other things.
Some of the relief funds already have been earmarked. Omaha Public Schools, for instance, plan to use
the $20 million-$24 million in CARES Act money to help pay for iPads with cellular data capability.
Bob Rauner, a doctor who’s spent much of his career in public health and is now on the Lincoln Board of
Education, said although LPS plans to have all students come back in the fall, the situation could change
if cases spike like they have in other states. 
When normalized for population size, Nebraska is about at the same point in positive cases as states like
Florida and Texas were three weeks ago, he said.
He said he agrees that it would be best for schools to reopen with all students there — as the American
Academy of Pediatrics recently advocated for in a statement — but there must be a balance between
those concerns and the safety and health of the community.
The president, he said, is trying to blame schools, when the lack of a coordinated plan at the federal level
to address the coronavirus led us to today.
“I think Trump misses the point,” he said. “You can’t open schools unless it’s safe.”
By Margaret Reist
 


LJS: 44-year-old State Pen inmate being treated for medical condition dies
 
Oddie Granger, a 44-year-old inmate at the Nebraska State Penitentiary, died there Wednesday shortly
before 9:30 a.m., according to the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services.
In a news release, spokeswoman Laura Strimple said that while the cause of death has not been
determined, Granger was being treated for a medical condition.
She said he started serving his sentence May 9, 2019. Granger was convicted in Lancaster County of
three felony DUI charges and sentenced to five years and six months in prison.
As is the case whenever an inmate dies in custody, a grand jury will be convened to review the death.
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH: State Constitution makes remote voting, virtual sessions unlikely for Nebraska
Legislature
 
LINCOLN — The Nebraska Constitution appears to stand in the way of state lawmakers meeting in virtual
session or voting remotely, even in the midst of a pandemic.
Clerk of the Legislature Patrick O’Donnell said Wednesday that he believes having senators participate
remotely in a legislative session would violate multiple sections of the constitution and could lead to







legal challenges of any action taken.
He also warned that meeting via technology, rather than in person, would alter the dynamics and
practices of the nation’s only one-house Legislature. Much of the talking, negotiating and coalition-
building over legislation takes place away from the microphones and the formal debate.
“All I’m suggesting to you is to be careful,” O’Donnell, an attorney, said during a briefing for members of
the Legislature’s Rules Committee.
The briefing, which took place over Zoom, examined some options for remote participation, as well as
potential problems and pitfalls. It included a review of rules changes made in other states in light of the
coronavirus pandemic and the social distancing measures taken to slow its spread.
State Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue, who chairs the committee, said she set up the briefing so
committee members could be better informed in case they or other senators want to pursue rules
changes allowing for remote participation. She said she does not know if anyone will make an attempt to
do so.
“I think that the constitutional questions that were raised will make it more challenging to build support
for remote voting,” she said.
Those questions center around two sections of the constitution that refer to a quorum of legislators and
a third that requires bills be signed “in the presence of the Legislature” after they have been passed.
O’Donnell said physical presence has always been part of the idea of a quorum. No legal rulings have
determined yet whether that concept can encompass remote participants, although he said a lawsuit
filed by Republicans in the House of Representatives against the majority Democrats this year could
provide some answers.
The state constitution also requires that all votes be done “viva voce,” or by voice. But a 1933 State
Supreme Court case concluded that the then-newly installed electronic voting board complied with the
intent of that requirement because all votes were public and could be recorded in the legislative journal
if requested.
The issue of remote participation was raised earlier this year by Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln,
who argued for meeting electronically to avoid the risk of having so many people gathered together in
person.
She cited concerns about the health and safety of lawmakers, many of whom are over age 60 or have
underlying health problems, such as heart disease, lung disease or diabetes. Since then, Sen. Mike Moser
of Columbus has had COVID-19. He has recovered, but only after spending weeks in the hospital.
Crawford said Wednesday that rules changes passed now would not affect the current legislative session
because it would take time for the technology to be set up. Lawmakers are slated to return to Lincoln on
July 20 to finish the last 17 days of the session.
But the rules could be in place for the 2021 session, which O’Donnell predicted would still be affected by
the coronavirus pandemic.
For now, Speaker of the Legislature Jim Scheer of Norfolk said, steps have been taken to make the
legislative chamber as safe as possible. Clear plastic dividers have been installed between rows of desks,
only a few staff members will be allowed into the chamber with lawmakers and other guidelines seek to
limit possible exposures.
Scheer noted that no rules bar senators from participating in the session while sick. The east balcony has
been reserved for lawmakers who show symptoms of COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Linehan says property tax relief depends on package deal
 
It's going to be "something done for everybody," or nothing gets done when the Legislature reconvenes







later this month and confronts a trio of major issues, including proposed property tax relief, Sen. Lou
Ann Linehan of Elkhorn said Wednesday. 
The fate of three big bills will be at stake, Linehan said during a webinar hosted by the Platte Institute
that featured a question-and-answer session with the chairwoman of the Legislature's Revenue
Committee.
None of the three proposals can command the 33 votes that would be required to break the bill loose
from the grip of a filibuster, she said, so the fate of each may depend now on a package deal.
"It's the way you get it done," Linehan said.
* LB1106 would provide $520 million in local property tax relief by lowering valuations and increasing
state aid to schools.
* LB720 would enact a new business investment tax incentive program to replace the Nebraska
Advantage Act, which expires at the end of the year.
* LB1084 would commit the state to provide $300 million in funding to help build a blockbuster $2.6
billion center at the University of Nebraska Medical Center to respond to national health threats and
crises if the federal government chooses UNMC to perform that task.
Linehan said a group of 10 senators has been meeting quietly to seek a property tax compromise
agreement.
"People are resistant to change," she said in discussing opposition to the current property tax relief
proposal voiced by school representatives, much of which is directed at proposed school spending
restraints.
Linehan acknowledged that she finds the somewhat unexpected opposition from small schools in rural
areas to be "very frustrating."
"The tax burden on all Nebraskans is too high," she said, and property taxes are "way too high."
If the current property tax proposal is blocked by the Legislature during its concluding days, Linehan said,
"I don't have a Plan B."
Linehan said she is "not a fan" of the state's property tax credit fund, which has served as the fallback
vehicle for recent property tax reduction.
"It's not working," she said. "Property taxes go up faster than the credit."
Linehan said the state needs "a complete overhaul of our tax structure."
With a proposal to authorize casino gambling at Nebraska race tracks likely to be on the general election
ballot in November, Linehan said, voters may be tempted to support the issue now because it would
direct 70% of the proceeds from an accompanying gaming tax to the state's property tax credit fund.
"Many more conservative people today are ready to give in to gambling because they're tired of taxes,"
she said.
However, she noted, the expanded gambling proposal is going to run into opposition from "a very strong
personality named Tom Osborne."
The gambling issue is awaiting certification for inclusion on the November ballot while the secretary of
state's office determines whether petitions contain the required number of valid signatures. 
By Don Walton
 


LJS: State senators consider remote meeting, voting options for this month's session
 
As the Nebraska Legislature approaches a July 20 restart to finish its last days of the 2020 session, six
senators met virtually Wednesday to discuss remote meeting or voting options.
The COVID-19 pandemic caused the Legislature to call a halt to its session in March, except for three
days of gathering to pass emergency COVID-19 funding for the state.
Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks earlier sent a memo to her colleagues saying the Legislature should







make accommodations for those senators who don't want to come to the Capitol when it meets again.
One senator, Mike Moser of Columbus, was hospitalized for five weeks with COVID-19. 
The state has recorded more than 20,200 cases of the virus, with the peak of confirmed cases in early
May. Lancaster County has a positivity rate of 6.5%, and Douglas County's positivity rate was declining as
of last week, but is starting to tick up again, at 10% so far this week. 
The Legislature's Rules Committee, headed by Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue, got information on what
some other states are doing to meet or vote remotely in reaction to the pandemic.
Mark Thomas, the Utah Senate's chief of staff, outlined the steps that state's legislature has taken to
allow senators and representatives to meet virtually since March. The Utah Legislature has held four
special sessions, either fully by Webex, or with the majority in the Capitol and some virtually present,
with voice votes allowed on screen. 
Some states have allowed proxy votes, enabling senators to have another member vote on their behalf.
Nebraska Speaker Jim Scheer said at Wednesday's meeting he was not in favor of that. 
"We were elected by a district to represent a district and the state, and (proxy voting) circumvents your
district having its voice in the process," he said. 
Legislative Clerk Patrick O'Donnell said his concerns about remote attendance and voting are related to
constitutionality, especially as it applies to quorums.
"The notion of a physical presence has always been fundamentally part of the quorum establishment
requirements," he said. "If you have 25 of your colleagues in the building or the chamber, I'm more
comfortable."
While other states have experimented with some remote activities, he doesn't believe they have been
full-blown operational sessions. Remote voting alone is more common. 
He also has serious concerns about internet security issues, he said. 
"I'd encourage you to think about how you've operated as a legislature," he told the senators, "in terms
of the give-and-take of the process, being on the floor with each other, being able to discuss and cajole
and argue and make your case or whatever proposition you're trying to articulate or get support for.
That gets really complicated in a remote kind of environment."
Nebraska has the most democratic legislature in the country, O'Donnell said, with individual members
having more power and authority and the ability to affect outcomes. 
Other state legislatures tend to be more authoritarian. 
The Rules Committee was told that this year, legislatures in at least 23 states changed their rules or
statutes to allow for remote participation of some kind during the COVID-19 emergency. Those states
included Colorado, Minnesota, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Wyoming.
Crawford said Wednesday's conversation was more about whether the Rules Committee should debate
and discuss rules changes for January or future sessions. The speaker and clerk have worked hard to
make this month's session safe, she said, although rules could be changed, if needed and feasible, she
said. 
"However, I don't think that we would be ready to activate it in these 17 days," she said. "If we made this
rule change in these 17 days, that would likely be a part of the rules for the next session and would
create the impetus for staff ... to prepare for possible remote proceedings or proxy voting for the next
session."
If a member would test positive or have symptoms of the virus in these upcoming 17 days beginning July
20, Scheer said, they still could take part.
"I have no authority to prohibit anyone from being on the floor and voting. That's their constitutional
right as an officeholder," he said. 
By JoAnne Young
 







OWH: Parents have concerns about OPS's plans for returning to school
 
Kassia Ulffers wants her four kids back in school five days a week and thinks parents should be able to
decide if they want their kids to wear masks.
“Freedom of voice and choice needs to be given to every parent,” she said.
Brandi O’Malley wants to know if she can have her children continue with remote learning.
“I live paycheck to paycheck like everybody else,” she told the Omaha Public Schools board at a recent
meeting. “I’m going to have to figure out a way, but I feel like keeping my kids healthy is more important
than just sending them to school for two days out of the week.”
Parents and guardians have differing opinions, feelings and plenty of questions about OPS’s back-to-
school plans.
Last month, OPS officials announced that the district’s 54,000 students would be divided into two
groups, each of which would attend school in person part of the week.
Students whose names start with A through K would attend every Monday and Tuesday. Those whose
names start with L through Z would attend every Thursday and Friday. The groups would attend on
alternate Wednesdays.
On off days, students would be learning at home. District officials are calling it the Family 3/2 Model.
“Our planned return using the Family 3/2 Model is for the health and safety of our students and staff, to
allow for the recommended distancing and limited groups,” said Jeremy Maskel, spokesman for the
district.
Maskel said the model will allow OPS to “best respond to health conditions as they continue to evolve.”
Starting at 6 p.m. Thursday, OPS will host a town hall on its Facebook page to discuss the back-to-school
plans. District officials said there should be time for questions and answers.
Superintendent Cheryl Logan has said that OPS has had crowded classrooms for many years, especially in
South Omaha, and that to reopen schools in those crowded conditions would put too many people at
risk.
Hispanics make up a large majority of the student body at some OPS schools, including nearly 83% at
South High and about 68% at Bryan High.
While Hispanics make up about 11.2% of Nebraska’s population, they account for nearly 60% of the
coronavirus cases in the state for which ethnicity data was collected. Of the 233 Nebraskans whose
deaths have been attributed to the virus and whose ethnicity is known, 26.6% — more than one in four
— were Hispanic.
Since the plan was announced, some parents have questioned how effective the at-home learning
component will be. And working parents are scrambling to figure out the logistics of keeping kids at
home several days a week.
Some parents have said they are so unhappy with the plan that they’re trying to enroll their children in
neighboring school districts or will home-school their kids.
School districts such as Millard, Elkhorn, Westside and Bellevue all are planning to have all their students
attend school every day. Many of those districts have backup plans that are similar to how OPS students
will start the school year.
Other urban school districts are starting the school year in ways that are similar to OPS. They include the
Des Moines Public Schools, Columbus City Schools in Ohio, Fairfax County Public Schools in Virginia and
the nation’s largest school district in New York City.
Wednesday, President Donald Trump threatened to withhold federal funding if schools don’t reopen in
the fall. He did not immediately say what funding he would cut off or under what authority.
U.S. Education Secretary Betsy DeVos on Tuesday slammed the Fairfax plan and has said families should
be able to count on having their children in school five days a week.
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OPS parent Jen Knight said she was pleased with the education the district provided her older children.
They got good grades and high ACT scores. After they graduated from Burke High School, they got
college scholarships.
But she’s not happy with the plan her daughter, who will be a sophomore at Burke, will deal with in the
fall.
“I feel the quality of education is going to drop incredibly,” Knight said.
She doesn’t blame teachers, who she said try their best.
“I think my child is going to get 50% of their education in school, face to face, and 50% is independent
learning, on their own. And we know from spring semester, that did not work.”
Maskel pointed to the district’s purchase of iPads with Internet connectivity for every OPS student.
District officials have said the iPads will be delivered in five waves. Elementary school students will not
start the school year with iPads.
“Through our one-to-one technology initiative, curriculum planning and professional development
focused on maximizing technology,” Maskel said, “at-home learning for students will evolve significantly
this fall when compared to the spring.”
Another critic of the plan is Aleh Bobr, an assistant professor at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center.
Bobr’s specialty is clinical pathology, making sure the labs run properly and providing quality control.
“The intention of the plan is good,” said Bobr, who will have two students in OPS elementary schools this
fall. “It tries to achieve the education with decreasing the exposure to the virus. But unfortunately, it
does not achieve either, either preventing the virus transmission or getting the education.”
Studying at home for two or three days a week may work for older kids, Bobr said, if they are assigned a
specific project such as a paper. But elementary students, he said, do not operate that way.
“It doesn’t matter how many (computer) tablets you give them. It’s not the education I expect from the
school. This two days in school and three days at home, obviously education will be compromised.”
Ulffers, the mom of four, said students in the district should be able to return to school like their peers in
other metro area districts.
Ulffers, who works in health care, said her kids are young and are learning such fundamentals as reading.
If OPS goes through with the plan, she said, she’ll have to consider working nights and weekends so she
can teach her kids during the day so they don’t fall behind.
Ulffers said she felt blindsided by the district’s announcement. She had filled out a survey for the district
earlier in the summer, and it didn’t mention the current plan as an option.
Kim Anderson is the mother of two OPS students. Her son, who will be a junior this year, will be taking
calculus and chemistry. Anderson said she worries about him trying to learn those difficult subjects with
limited time in the classroom.
Anderson watched district officials’ presentation on the plan at last month’s school board meeting. She
said she still doesn’t understand how the district intends to serve kids during at-home learning days.
“This has been going on since March,” Anderson said. “I feel like they still don’t really have a plan for
distance learning.”
The Trump administration and many Omaha parents have pointed to a recommendation from the
American Academy of Pediatrics that American children should attend school in person in the fall.
The academy’s doctors, in their guidance, said “the importance of in-person learning is well-
documented, and there is already evidence of the negative impacts on children because of school
closures in the spring of 2020.”
The academy said lengthy time away from school and the supportive services that schools provide to
children often results in social isolation. That would make it difficult for schools to identify and address
important learning deficits as well as child and adolescent physical or sexual abuse, substance use,
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depression and suicidal thoughts, they said.
By Emily Nitcher and Joe Dejka
 


LJS: ‘They’re out of control’: Prairie dogs threatening western Nebraska towns, officials say
 
SIDNEY — Officials in Nebraska’s Panhandle are asking the U.S. Department of Agriculture for help and
are exploring other options to control what they say is an encroaching prairie dog problem in the region.
The Cheyenne County Board commissioners said Monday during a meeting that the animals are
threatening to overrun the towns of Lodgepole, Sidney and Potter if more is not done to control their
numbers, the Scottsbluff Star-Herald reported.
Commissioner Philip Sanders said the animals caused nearly $3,000 in damage last year to 2,600 acres in
the county. The animals, he said, are already inside Lodgepole, a village of about 300 people.
“I’m willing to take any help that we can get at this point, because I feel like we’ve let Lodgepole down,"
Sanders said. “We’re going to let other communities down. We can’t do this any longer. ... I don’t want
to eradicate (prairie dogs). God put them here for a reason. I get it, but they’re out of control."
There is only one USDA wildlife specialist to help control animal populations — including coyotes,
porcupines and raccoons. The county wants the USDA to hire additional staff, but the agency says there's
no money for it. Now, the county is looking at private-sector help and even volunteers from the
community to help control the prairie dog population.
Prairie dogs are native to Nebraska and live in colonies that create vast underground tunnels. They are
considered important to the region’s ecological balance, but many people view them as pests that
destroy valuable grassland and pose a danger to cattle that can step in prairie dog holes and break legs.
 


GII: Grand Island Public Schools releases models for reopening; will require face masks at
buildings
 
Grand Island Public Schools expects to be open to students when school begins in August but will have
three plans in place for reopening schools depending on the COVID-19 situation.
At a town hall meeting on Facebook Live on Wednesday evening, GIPS Superintendent Tawana Grover
said the district plans on starting under the GIPS Reimagined plan. With Reimagined, the schools will be
open with some restrictions and slight capacity guidelines.
Students will have the option to take classes online at the request of the parents and determined by
district guidelines.
“This is the model that we hope to start school with Aug. 12,” Grover said. “We will be in GIPS
Reimagined with most of our students on-site and giving parents that option to enroll their students
online if they feel it is best for their family.”
If a parent wishes for their student to do e-learning, rather than in-person learning, GIPS said the parent
needs to fill out a form at www.gips.org/fall2020 by July 17. Grover said that once a student opts into e-
learning, they will be asked to continue with it through the end of the fall semester.
With the two other reopening plans, GIPS Select calls for capacity to be “heavily restricted” due to social
distancing expectations. Under this plan, the district would determine which programs and services
would need to be served on-site due to being the most in need of hands-on, in-person instruction and
support.
In the final model, GIPS Remote, all students would be taught remotely via e-learning.
Details of Reimagined model
The GIPS Reimagined model calls for 6- to 10-foot social distancing to be in place whenever possible,
while the GIPS Select model will enforce this social distancing rule. Grover said signage will be placed
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through the school buildings to remind students and staff of social distancing rules and safety protocols.
She said GIPS also will try to limit large gatherings outside of the schools.
“Students will have very specific assigned areas where they will need to report to,” Grover said. “This is
also going to allow us to keep traffic moving in one direction.”
When GIPS reopens its facilities, face coverings that cover a person’s mouth and nose will be required
for all staff and students. Any person in these facilities also are required to wear a face covering.
Face coverings may only be removed for meals or at the request of the staff member. The first face
covering will be provided by GIPS free of charge. GIPS said if a student comes in without one, they will be
provided one, but expectations are that students only be provided one face covering by the district and
use it daily.
‘Extra layer of protection’
Chief Financial Officer Virgil Harden said GIPS has 80,000 face masks on hand and 20,000 more on the
way free of charge from the state.
“When we are not able to achieve that 6 feet (of social distance), that face covering really comes in as an
extra layer of protection for us,” Grover said. “We do have a variety of those (face coverings). We have
some of those that are clear due to the different needs of our students to be able to support them with
that process.”
With preschool classes, GIPS said it will take “extra precautions” and screen students daily until wearing
face coverings “becomes routine.”
Grover said two policies up for GIPS Board of Education approval at its meeting Thursday night lays out
the expectations for both students and staff in regard to face coverings. She said the face covering
requirement will be included in the student handbook.
“We want to approach this situation like we do with any learning opportunity,” she said. “It is an
opportunity for teachers to set up routines and procedures. With our student body, when the
expectation is set, we teach them, coach them and support them; that is what we want to do with our
students. The students have to be aware of the time we are living in.”
All district teachers will be “using their professional judgment” throughout the day when it comes to face
coverings, Grover said, and will work to meet the individual needs of students.
Health screenings
Grover said GIPS will be conducting daily health screenings and urged parents to help with the process
by monitoring their children for COVID-19 symptoms such as coughing and/or sudden loss of taste or
smell. She said if a student has a temperature more than 100 degrees Fahrenheit, they need to stay
home until their fever ceases.
GIPS staff members will check temperatures of students at least once a day at school.
“All of our staff members across our district will have access to the thermometers, so they are able to
check those temperatures,” Grover said. It may be in the morning or midday — whenever works best for
their schedule.”
Grover said during the school day, students will be required to wash their hands with soap and water
after using the restroom, and every two hours or during a transition between classes. If this is not
practical to do, hand sanitizer may be used instead.
Students who test positive
During the virtual town hall, a parent asked what would happen if a student tests positive for COVID-19
and exposes the entire classroom. Teresa Anderson, health director for the Central District Health
Department, said if a child tests positive for COVID-19 and was in the classroom, CDHD will do a case
contact investigation.
“We are looking for anyone who was within 6 feet of that child for 15 minutes or more,” she said. “Then,
we would isolate, or remove, any of those people identified as close contacts from the classroom for 14







days unless they were wearing face coverings.”
If students and the teacher were wearing face coverings, Anderson said, it changes the whole scenario.
“What happens then is those individuals become low risk. We still go in and do an investigation, but in all
likelihood, classes will be able to continue.”
Grover said GIPS has established a COVID-19 symptom response team that includes GIPS Associate
Superintendent Robin Dexter, campus principals and the district’s head nurse that will be activated
whenever a student or staff member has any symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19.
When activated, Grover said, the team will help GIPS make decisions and decide what steps it needs to
take to address the situation.
By Austin Koeller
 


OWH Editorial: New UNO project a great example of boosting our national security
 
High-tech weaponry and well-trained combat personnel are important in keeping our country safe from
terrorists. But something also is needed: We have to outsmart them. A key asset on that front is the
brainpower of America’s universities.
A newly announced initiative led by the University of Nebraska at Omaha provides an encouraging
example. UNO will head a team of 17 universities to study, find, track and stop domestic and global
terrorists. The 10-year, $36.5 million grant is the largest ever for an NU institution.
UNO’s reputation for sophisticated, large-scale data analysis was a key factor in its selection by the
Department of Homeland Security out of the 75 schools that submitted applications. UNO has been
pioneering, in particular, in using data crunching and psychological analysis to study how terrorist
organizations use online capabilities to spread propaganda and recruit followers.
The findings by UNO and other participating universities — including the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Stanford, Penn State, Michigan State and San Diego State — will strengthen the counterterrorism
training and education for professionals with DHS and other national security organizations.
It’s a credit to UNO that federal authorities have confidence in it to lead such a large-scale, multi-
institutional initiative. The project’s headquarters will be at the Omaha campus’s Mammel Hall, which is
in the midst of a $17 million expansion.
The counterterrorism project is the latest of dozens of defense-related NU projects, stemming from an
important strategic investment NU made in 2012. That year, NU received permission to create the
National Strategic Research Institute, to work directly with the Pentagon and other federal agencies on
national security projects.
NU has a strong partnership with the U.S. Strategic Command, and in 2018 StratCom approved a five-
year, $92 million contract with NU to continue the research institute’s wide range of security-related
projects.
Among the more than 80 research projects so far: Wide-ranging biosecurity work by the University of
Nebraska Medical Center. A University of Nebraska-Lincoln project researching how to improve the
metals used on military vehicles to boost performance in harsh conditions. A UNL project by physicists
developing laser technology to detect hidden or camouflaged explosives.
These and other NU projects, says retired Lt. Gen. Robert Hinson, founding executive director of NU’s
national security institute, provide “research to meet — and ultimately anticipate — the needs of our
DoD and agency partners who are on the front lines in defending the United States against those who
would do us harm.”
Nebraskans can be proud of how NU brainpower is contributing significantly to keeping our country safe.
 


LJS Local View: Family law still needs reform







 
There is growing awareness of the need for family law reform.
Children who grow up in father-limited environments are more likely to use drugs and alcohol, engage in
juvenile delinquency, have long-term physical and mental health problems, have lower educational
attainment and have lower life expectancies.
Judges are the single biggest cause of fatherlessness. Every year, defective child custody decisions hurt
thousands of Nebraska children and cost Nebraska taxpayers more than $500 million in avoidable
spending.
Research shows shared parenting generally provides the best child outcomes if parents aren’t living
together. Shared parenting occurs when children live with each parent as close to equal time as possible.
Our judges have shown some improvement in recent years. State data show shared parenting in divorce
cases has steadily increased over the last few years. But while this trend is positive, shared parenting
outcomes are still only half of where they should be.
Some judges still favor mothers in their decisions instead of deciding cases in an unbiased, evidence-
based manner. In two recent cases, for example, the Court of Appeals affirmed troubling trial decisions.
In the first, a mother was awarded primary physical custody after she moved 150 miles away from the
family's longtime home. The trial decision was largely based on the discredited theory the mother had
been the children's primary parent. In the second, a father received an every-other-weekend parenting
time schedule (actually less in light of the conditions that were attached) despite research that shows
these schedules harm children.
Our family law system too often fails children and families. Part of the problem is our trial judges have far
too much discretion. Instead of deciding cases based on objective standards, they use an amorphous
“best interests of the child” standard that is so vague the Nebraska Supreme Court concluded in a
related context it’s unconstitutional.
The system is also inconsistent. When custody issues arise in family court, trial judges apply the lowest
evidentiary standard — preponderance of the evidence. However, when these same issues arise in
juvenile court, trial judges use the higher “clear and convincing evidence” standard. Our judges have
never explained why this inconsistency exists or why it should continue.
The appellate standard is also inconsistent. When decisions arise in family court, appellate judges review
them using a very deferential “abuse of discretion” standard, where the appellate court upholds the trial
decision, even if it disagrees with the outcome, unless the trial decision was “clearly untenable.”
However, when these same issues arise in juvenile court, appellate judges apply a much stricter “de
novo” standard, which gives no deference to the trial judge. Again, our judges have never explained why
this inconsistency exists or why it should continue.
These inconsistencies create a system in which good parents, whose cases are typically heard in family
court, often have less legal protection than unfit parents, whose cases are typically heard in juvenile
court. This makes no sense.
This is even harder to understand because the U.S. Supreme Court has held parents’ rights to make
decisions concerning the care, custody and control of their children is a fundamental Constitutional right.
This means judicial decisions that affect these rights are subject to the highest standard of review —
“strict scrutiny” — and will be upheld only if there was no less restrictive way to resolve the issue. Our
judges have never explained why their family law practices fail to comply with this constitutional
requirement.
A group of lawyers recently described how our family law system could be brought into constitutional
compliance. “Constitutional compliance requires trial courts to start every case from a position of joint
legal custody and equal parenting time. Clear and convincing evidence must justify a departure from this
equality. Decisions cannot rest on personal preferences of the judge or on gender stereotypes. Any







deviations from joint legal custody and equal parenting time must be achieved by the least restrictive
means available.”
In addition to making our family law system constitutionally compliant, these changes would also help
protect children and families from defective judicial decisions by reducing the discretion of trial judges.
Some judges argue the Legislature must make these changes, but this isn’t true. These issues were
created by our judges and judges always have the inherent authority to correct their own mistakes.
Moreover, judges have a legal duty to correct practices that fail to comply with the U.S. Constitution.
Ray Keiser is a farmer and crop insurance agent who lives near Fordyce.
 


AP: Justices side with White House in birth control case
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court on Wednesday sided with the Trump administration in its
effort to allow employers who cite religious or moral objections to opt out of providing no-cost birth
control to women as required by the Affordable Care Act.
The high court on Wednesday ruled 7-2 that the administration acted properly when it made the
change, which lower courts had blocked.
"We hold today that the Departments had the statutory authority to craft that exemption, as well as the
contemporaneously issued moral exemption. We further hold that the rules promulgating these
exemptions are free from procedural defects," Justice Clarence Thomas wrote for a majority of the
court.
The government had estimated that the rule changes would cause about 70,000 women, and at most
126,000 women, to lose contraception coverage in one year.
JOB DISCRIMINATION
Court gives Catholic schools that fired teachers a "huge win."
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg cited those numbers in dissenting.
"In accommodating claims of religious freedom, this Court has taken a balanced approach, one that does
not allow the religious beliefs of some to overwhelm the rights and interests of others who do not share
those beliefs. Today, for the first time, the Court casts totally aside countervailing rights and interests in
its zeal to secure religious rights to the nth degree," she wrote.
Birth control has been a topic of contention since the law was passed. Initially, churches, synagogues and
mosques were exempt from the contraceptive coverage requirement. The Obama administration also
created a way by which religiously affiliated organizations including hospitals, universities and charities
could opt out of paying for contraception, but women on their health plans would still get no-cost birth
control. Some groups complained the opt-out process itself violated their religious beliefs.
That opt-out process was the subject of a 2016 Supreme Court case, but the court, with only eight
justices at the time because of the death of Justice Antonin Scalia, didn't decide the issue. It instead sent
both sides back to see if they could work out a compromise.
After the Trump administration took over, officials announced a rule change that allows many companies
and organizations with religious or moral objections to opt out of covering birth control without
providing an alternate avenue for coverage. But the change was blocked by courts after New Jersey and
Pennsylvania challenged it.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 8-1-22
Date: Monday, August 1, 2022 9:06:54 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Aug 2022 7.02 99.00 08:54
Corn Oct 2022 5.71 -35.00 08:54
Milo Aug 2022 5.78 -25.00 08:54
Milo Oct 2022 5.36 -70.00 08:54
Soybeans Aug 2022 14.28 15.00 08:54
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.43 -70.00 08:54
Wheat Aug 2022 7.85 -75.00 08:54
Wheat Jul 2023 7.58 -100.00 08:54
 
TV and Radio
NPM: Once a bipartisan issue, conservation became controversial after Biden set a new goal (no
video)
KMTV: Nebraska AG joins lawsuit opposing anti-discrimination regulations affecting LGBTQ students
 
Governor
Nebraska Examiner: Vietnamese trade group seeking new Nebraska partnerships is among guests
expected at August summit
Nebraska Examiner: Voters in limbo: Who’s in 1st? What’s in 2nd? And, 3rd, I don’t know which
House member to call
Nebraska Examiner: Nascent Nebraska coalition looks to immigration-related solutions to help
remedy labor shortage
LJS: Don Walton: It's time to listen to Abe Lincoln -- and get it right this time
CNN: These are the next states that could call special sessions to limit abortion rights
The Hill: Republicans race to stop Greitens in Missouri Senate primary
 
Agency
LJS: Grand jury clears state trooper of wrongdoing in fatal shooting of 27-year-old in Lincoln
 
Legislature
OWH: Nebraska now offering death benefit to first responders who die in the line of duty
 
Coronavirus
Kearney Hub: COVID cases fall in Two Rivers area, but risk zone still ‘‘moderate’
LJS: LPS superintendent: Targeted masking approach appears to be 'new normal'
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State, Local and Regional
LJS: Hailstorms, derechos becoming more frequent as climate changes in Nebraska
OWH: Nebraskans to benefit from $0 co-pays for insulin, emergency drugs
OWH: Western Nebraska firefighters battling wildfires south of Gering
OWH: Cleanup of Nox-Crete could begin next week
Nebraska Examiner: Charles Herbster can add to defamation lawsuit but can’t muzzle Slama lawyer,
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Nebraska Examiner: Vietnamese trade group seeking new
Nebraska partnerships is among guests expected at August
summit


 
NEBRASKA — A Vietnamese trade group is set to visit Nebraska in early August to try and forge new
business partnerships and to attend Gov. Pete Ricketts’ Agriculture and Economic Development
Summit in Kearney.
The summit, Aug. 10, is touted as the state’s key forum for discussing issues relevant to the state’s
agriculture and economic development sectors. This year’s topics range from labor supply challenges
to the financial impact of area flooding.
The keynote speaker at the summit, to be held at the Younes Conference Center, will be Daniel
Kritenbrink, assistant secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs.
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink (Anna
Moneymaker/Getty Images)
The Vietnamese trade group includes heads of its provincial government and one of the largest
corporations in Vietnam, Becamex.
The group will be in Nebraska Aug. 9-11 to meet with interested companies specializing in industries
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such as manufacturing, agriculture, technology and fabricated metal products. The state economic
development office said in a statement that Nebraska has had great success in exporting to Vietnam
and the Southeast Asian region, and the group hopes to create new partnerships and increase
Nebraska exports to Vietnam.
Ricketts said the summit will convene leaders from across the state to discuss job creation and
attracting investment.
“Attending the Summit is a great way to make connections with fellow Nebraskans who play key
roles in our state’s growth,” he said. “We look forward to hosting Assistant Secretary of State
Kritenbrink and hearing his insights on opportunities to grow Nebraska through international trade.”
Kritenbrink, who is to speak during lunch, grew up on a farm near Ashland and graduated from the
University of Nebraska at Kearney. He served as U.S. ambassador to Vietnam from 2017 to 2021
after being appointed by President Donald Trump. The summit officially kicks off Aug. 9 with a
reception and banquet during which diplomats and Nebraska businesses will be recognized for their
contributions to the state during the previous year.
Nebraska Examiner is part of States Newsroom, a network of news bureaus supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as a 501c(3) public charity. Nebraska Examiner maintains editorial
independence. Contact Editor Cate Folsom for questions: info@nebraskaexaminer.com. Follow
Nebraska Examiner on Facebook and Twitter.
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


Nebraska Examiner: Voters in limbo: Who’s in 1st? What’s in
2nd? And, 3rd, I don’t know which House member to call


 
WAHOO, Nebraska — Residents of this Saunders County town 45 miles west of Omaha and 30 miles
north of Lincoln are living in something of a congressional limbo these days.
Until early next January, Congress considers them part of Nebraska’s 1st Congressional District, as
they have been since the 1960s. But they have had no say in who represents them in Congress from
now until then.
Meanwhile, just to the east in Sarpy County, residents in Papillion and La Vista got to vote in the
June 28 special election to choose the 1st District representative through the end of the year. 
But Papillion and La Vista residents can’t get help from newly elected U.S. Rep. Mike Flood with any
federal issues, because a House rule considers them still part of the 2nd Congressional District.
Confused yet? You’re not alone. 
This congressional conundrum was created when the once-a-decade redrawing of election district
boundaries butted up against the unexpected resignation of a Nebraska congressman this spring. 
More than 75,000 Nebraskans got moved out of the state’s 1st District, which includes the City of
Lincoln, into either the Omaha-based 2nd District or Nebraska’s sprawling, largely rural 3rd District. 
Then there are the nearly 70,000 voters, primarily from Sarpy County, who were moved from the
2nd District into the 1st District. 
Voters confused
The changes have confused many voters.
Wahoo Mayor Jerry Johnson, a former state senator, said he talked to a woman at a funeral in Cedar
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Bluffs, another Saunders County town, who hadn’t been able to find her polling place for the special
election. She asked Johnson if the county had moved them. He told her that since they were no
longer in the 1st District, they didn’t get to vote in the election.
“She was embarrassed, but she had no reason to be,” he said. 
“It’s been weird,” said Nora Sandine, chair of the Sarpy Republican Party. “It’s been confusing, and
it’s been kind of stressful for everyone. Not just for the people campaigning, but also for the voters.”
Sandine and Charlene Ligon, chair of the Sarpy Democratic Party, both said they’ve advised people
who need help from a member of Congress to call whichever office they like and ask who is allowed
to help them. 
Timing made things worse
Few could have foreseen the problems last fall, when the Legislature adopted new district
boundaries for 2022. The changes went into effect beginning with this year’s May primary and
November general elections. 
Then 1st District Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb., was convicted of three felonies and resigned at the
end of March. That triggered the need for a special election, which hadn’t happened in Nebraska
since 1951.
Fortenberry’s resignation came too late to hold the special election as part of the May primary,
because ballots had already been printed and sent out. But the resignation came too early, under
state law, to wait for the November election to fill the seat for the rest of the year.
Nebraska law requires a special election within 90 days of a House resignation or death that occurs
before Aug. 1. But Nebraska’s redistricting law required election officials to use the new district
maps without taking the possibility of a special election into account. 
The combined result changed the House district boundaries in a way that left tens of thousands of
voters in no-man’s land, including residents in parts of Saunders, Sarpy, Burt, Otoe, Thurston, Dixon,
Washington and Polk Counties.  
Should lawmakers act?
MaryLee Moulton, president of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska, said the odds of another
resignation or death during a redistricting year are low. She called it a “unicorn event.”
But she said she and her members will reach out to state lawmakers about potential solutions. 
“You feel terrible,” Moulton said. “They certainly weren’t trying to disenfranchise people. It was an
anomaly.”
State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Omaha said Friday that the idea of a special election was not on
lawmakers’ radar when they drew the new maps in September 2021.
Few considered Fortenberry’s seat in jeopardy, she said, nor did they have any hint that he might
resign. Federal prosecutors charged Fortenberry in October, weeks after the maps became law.
Nebraska hadn’t held a special election in decades.
“Nobody mentioned any of these possibilities,” Linehan said. “It was never part of the discussion.”
Moving forward, she said, she could see a state senator proposing a change that addresses special
election boundaries when new districts are first being used.
“I could see somebody either in Sarpy County or Saunders County bringing a bill that said this
shouldn’t happen again,” she said.
No matter how unusual the occurrence, the possibility exists that a member of Congress might quit,
whether because of wrongdoing, family crises, a presidential appointment or the decision to take
a private-sector job, Linehan said. Then there’s the potential for accidents, illnesses and deaths. 
The Legislature last addressed House vacancies after the 2004 resignation of longtime Rep. Doug
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Bereuter, who was not replaced until the next general election. Lawmakers later adopted the
current process, which clarifies if and when a special election should be held to replace a member
who resigns or dies while in office.
House rules embrace old boundaries
The changes have also prompted confusion about which House member can provide constituent
services in which areas. House rules only allow members to spend federal tax dollars on people who
lived in their congressional district as configured during the most recent general election. In this
case, that means the 2020 election. 
Second District Rep. Don Bacon’s office shared a letter with the Nebraska Examiner from House
administrators stating, “The mere fact that a state may have taken action to implement new
congressional districts does not disturb this rule.”
Some Nebraska election experts argue that the 2020 district boundaries ceased to exist when Gov.
Pete Ricketts signed the new redistricting law last September. 
Bacon’s and Flood’s offices have both fielded calls from people trying to figure out who represents
them. “Some constituents are rightfully confused as to where they should direct their requests,”
Flood’s staff said. Callers are directed to the correct House office or to the offices of U.S. Sens. Deb
Fischer or Ben Sasse.
Rep. Adrian Smith represents the 3rd District, which in recent decades has seen the largest
geographic changes in redistricting. As the Omaha and Lincoln areas have grown in population, the
1st and 2nd Districts have shrunk geographically, while the 3rd has grown — now stretching like a
Pac-Man from western Nebraska to northeast and southeast Nebraska, with space sliced out for the
1st District. 
Smith’s staff said his office has received calls from non-constituents for years “who are unsure of the
best place to reach out for assistance.”
“Given the current discrepancies between when the State of Nebraska recognizes the new
congressional boundaries and when Congress does, the office is working closely with Senators
Fischer and Sasse to ensure all Nebraskans are appropriately served,” they said.
‘Unconstitutional’ or ‘weird law?’
John Cartier, who until recently served as voting rights director for voter advocacy group Civic
Nebraska, told CQ-Roll Call in early July he understood the difficulties of switching maps but said not
letting people vote for their representatives is “unconstitutional.”
University of Nebraska-Lincoln political scientist John Hibbing said redistricting is confusing enough
for voters — without a special election thrown in. Nebraska’s law governing when and how to hold
special congressional elections makes it worse, he said.
Many other states, when faced with a vacancy late in the election cycle, leave such seats open until
the next regularly scheduled election, Hibbing said. 
“It’s a weird law, and it should be changed,” Hibbing said. “There’s no reason to go through that
rigamarole for a few months.”
Election observers have also suggested another possible solution: upgrading election technology to
let the state and counties more easily switch district boundaries back to the previous maps. Other
states, including California and Texas, have held special elections using previous House district
boundaries after having passed new maps in redistricting.
But Nebraska election officials have stressed the practical challenges of reprogramming the state’s
county-by-county voter files in time for a special election with the old maps after a primary has been
held using the new ones. They say the process is manual, not automatic.
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Campaigning confuses, too
Another factor confusing voters is that congressional candidates have been campaigning for months
in the newly drawn districts, both before and after the special election. 
For example, Bacon, a Republican, and his Democratic opponent in the 2nd District race this fall,
State Sen. Tony Vargas, spent time last week at the Saunders County Fair. 
In the 1st District race, Republican Flood and his opponent, Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks, have
been holding campaign events in Sarpy County strongholds such as Papillion and La Vista. 
Normalcy is coming
Theresa Klein, executive director of the Wahoo Chamber of Commerce, said, “A lot of people
would’ve liked to vote” in the special election. For some, she said, “A redistricting like this is
disconcerting.”
Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen said the state expects to be “back to normal in the November
election.” Every Nebraskan is in a congressional district, he said, and every resident has someone
representing them in Congress.
“This is the first special election for Congress that we’ve had in about 70 years,” Evnen said.
“Coincidentally, it occurred in the midst of redistricting, which takes place once in 10 years. So, the
context of this special election was very, very rare.”
Kate DeCoste, who owns a photo studio in Wahoo, said it was odd to “not be able to vote for
someone who’s representing you.” She is looking forward to voting in a new House race in
November.
“I can’t do anything about what happened with the rezoning and that stuff,” she said. “I’m looking
forward instead of backward.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nascent Nebraska coalition looks to
immigration-related solutions to help remedy labor shortage


 
Nebraskans don’t have to go far to find one: a “Help Wanted” sign, say Kathleen Grant and Denise
Bowyer of Omaha Together One Community.
“Everybody is painfully aware of our labor shortage,” said Grant.
Meanwhile, she and Bowyer say they’d like to bring more awareness to a population that can help
address workforce demands: immigrants with families, who want to live and work in the state yet
have faced policy and legal barriers to jobs and overall stability.
OTOC is seeking to galvanize an assortment of people and groups to help change national
immigration laws and influence state and local policies impacting foreign-born workers.
Getting started
“The overall goal is to change the narrative so people see that immigrants are a value, not a
problem, and are central to addressing the labor shortage,” said Bowyer.
They organized an initial gathering earlier this week at the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, which
drew about 60 people from across the state. The group included employers and business leaders,
representatives of labor unions, as well as faith-based and immigrant and refugee advocacy
organizations.







Several immigrants spoke to the group about their Nebraska experiences. Some have been here for
decades, riding a roller coaster of uncertain legal status.
While the Nebraska coalition is still developing, along with its goals, the OTOC volunteers see it
aligning with the national and bipartisan Alliance for a New Immigration Consensus.
That wide-ranging group, which includes the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and Business Roundtable,
recently addressed a letter to Congress saying that at no other point in recent history has the need
for immigration reform been greater. 
Record low state unemployment rate
Describing its membership as from across the political spectrum, the national alliance cited concerns
of persistent labor shortages and supply chain challenges, rising inflation and border security. It
advocated for Congress and the White House to come together on reforms addressing “Dreamers,”
farm workers and immigrants with Temporary Protected Status.
Those are groups with members who have been granted temporary lawful status in the U.S. but who
face legal uncertainty about remaining. The process required for current workers to renew stays,
which can be every 18 months or two years, takes a financial and emotional toll, Grant said.
Bryan Slone, president of the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry, was among those at
the Lincoln meeting.
He said he has noticed a growing interest from a broad range of groups to find immigration-related
and other solutions to workforce shortages.
“There is a real sense of urgency,” he said. “We’re down 50,000 to 80,000 jobs that we can’t fill. We
just don’t have the people.”
Slone said declining birth rates have contributed to the dearth. The state’s unemployment rate has
been at a record low for the state, 1.9%, for three months.
During the gathering, he heard speakers such as Itzel Lopez, a Nebraska recipient of Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals, and Mario Vazquez, who has Temporary Protected Status that is offered
(along with a work permit) to people from countries with ongoing armed conflict or disaster.
It is key, Slone added, to find a “practical” and more permanent legal status for contributing
immigrants like them. 
As of 2020, Nebraska, according to the American Immigration Council, was home to about 3,000 in
the DACA program. Started in 2012 by President Barack Obama, the program shielded
undocumented young people from deportation and offered legal work authorization — though
offered no path to citizenship.
DACA has faced legal challenges that today put the program and participants in jeopardy of
upheaval.
About 2,000 TPS recipients live in Nebraska, OTOC said. Also targeted by the Trump Administration,
the program is in doubt pending legal appeals.
The OTOC representatives say the still-forming Nebraska coalition could lobby Nebraska
congressional delegates for federal changes.
Rule of law
State barriers also could be addressed, they said, to create a more welcoming environment. For
example, Nebraska is the only state where DACA and TPS recipients who are authorized to work here
cannot access unemployment insurance, even though their employers pay into the state’s
unemployment pool, said Anna Deal of the Immigrant Legal Center of Omaha.
A legislative bill to change that situation died last year in the Legislature, and Gov. Pete Ricketts has
said he opposes the measure.







Ricketts in 2016 also opposed a bill, though the Legislature ultimately overrode his veto, to allow
DACA recipients access to professional and commercial licenses. 
The governor says it was about the rule of law, and he argued that DACA immigrants were brought
to the U.S. unlawfully and so it is unfair to give them the same privileges afforded those who entered
the country legally.
Supporters said they saw the measure as a way to permit skilled, educated people to use their
training while they have federal permission to remain in the country.
In her remarks to the group that met at the Lincoln chamber, Lopez said that without DACA she
would not be the vice president of advancement at the Omaha-based AIM Institute, whose mission
is to grow a diverse tech community.
Now 35, she has been in the U.S. more than two decades and today also is president of the Latino
Economic Development Council, is a small business owner, and has a family. Yet, depending on the
fate of DACA, she is at risk of being uprooted and sent to her birth place of Mexico.
“Immigration reform can be a solution to Nebraska’s labor shortage,” she said, and can “build future
generations in this great state.”
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


LJS: Don Walton: It's time to listen to Abe Lincoln -- and get
it right this time


 
This should set off alarm bells — and take your breath away.
One-third of Republicans, 20% of Democrats and 37% of gun-owners believe that "it may be
necessary at some point soon for citizens to take up arms against the government," according to the
results of a new University of Chicago Institute of Politics poll.
Incredible!
That's madness.
"This is the road to destruction and no one gets to leave" are the lyrics to the song.
The poison has been spread and it has taken hold and here we are just 246 years after 1776 on the
verge of blowing it.  
"We must not be enemies," Lincoln pleaded just before our Civil War erupted. 
"Though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection.
"The mystic chords of memory will swell when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better
angels of our nature."
It's time to listen to Lincoln again — and get it right this time.
                                                  *   *   *
Public schools are on the defensive in Nebraska.
That's where most kids get their early basic education, where imaginations are triggered, stimulated
and fueled, where lives and dreams begin to take shape in concert with the growth and
encouragement and vital support that comes from home.
Some political detractors like to call them government schools because they are tax-supported.  It's
not a friendly term.
They are under attack in Nebraska and elsewhere in America -- and often struggling for political







support.
"Political battles are now a central feature of education, leaving school boards, educators and
students in the crosshairs of culture warriors," a Washington Post article earlier in the year stated.
"Schools are on the defensive about their pandemic decision-making, their curriculums, their policies
regarding race and racial equity and even the contents of their libraries."
The Nebraska Board of Education came under fire a year ago and halted plans for new health
education standards after criticism from some parents and conservative family-values groups that
the content was sexually inappropriate.
It's certainly fair, and even vital, that families and taxpayers monitor public school performance. 
But, hopefully, the goal would be to seek and support quality public education rather than pursue
political objectives.
                                                     *   *   *
Finishing up:
* Rep. Mike Flood's committee assignments as the newest member of the U.S. House of
Representatives: the Small Business Committee and the Oversight and Reform Committee. The latter
is the main investigative committee of the House.
* After noting that Nebraska's congressional delegation voted against the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) that pumped a billion dollars of federal economic recovery funding into Nebraska, Bob Kerrey
ended a commentary article in the Nebraska Examiner with three words: "Thank you, Joe!"
* If Jim Pillen is elected in November, it looks like he would be the first Nebraska governor elected
from the agricultural sector in almost a century, although Dwight Burney, a Hartington farmer,
served as governor for four months following the death of Ralph Brooks in 1960 after moving up to
the governorship from his post as lieutenant governor.
* And if Carol Blood wins the governorship, she would be the second woman elected to be
Nebraska's governor following the election of Kay Orr in 1986 when voters chose between two
women nominees.  Former Lincoln Mayor Helen Boosalis carried the Democratic banner; Orr was
the first Republican woman to be elected as a governor in the United States. 
* The Russians stayed in Afghanistan for almost 10 years after their 1979 invasion before giving up
and heading home.  
* Early legislative maneuvering and speculation: Sen. John Arch of La Vista is still on course to be
elected Speaker; Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, chairwoman of the Revenue Committee, is
emerging as an increasingly powerful legislative figure next year; a big decision is still unsettled as to
who will chair the Appropriations Committee.
* The guess at the Capitol: No special session this year to attempt to enact a bill prohibiting
abortions in Nebraska with few, if any, exceptions. If there aren't 33 votes locked down and
guaranteed, Gov. Pete Ricketts isn't going to take the risk of finishing his governorship with an
embarrassing political loss on a key Republican issue that would reverberate nationally.
* Zach Pluhacek tweet: "make the Haymarket pedestrian only."  
By Don Walton
 


CNN: These are the next states that could call special
sessions to limit abortion rights







 
The overturning of Roe v. Wade gives the green light to Republican-led states to pass stricter
abortion laws, and several legislatures, rather than wait for the traditional legislative season to begin
in the fall, are calling extraordinary sessions this summer to immediately take action.
Lawmakers in Indiana and West Virginia have met this week to debate new bills that would curtail
the procedure, and other Republican leaders have publicly indicated that they will meet over the
coming weeks. Several Democratic-led legislatures have also reconvened – in order to pass new
protections for abortion rights that they now see under threat.
These states are potentially next to hold special sessions on abortion this summer.
Arkansas
Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson has already called for an extraordinary session the week of August 8
to address tax relief. Hutchinson told reporters earlier this month that abortion may be a potential
topic for the session, according to local reports.
Arkansas bans providers from performing abortions “except to save the life of a pregnant woman in
a medical emergency” and makes no exceptions for instances of rape or incest.
Ahead of the court’s ruling, Hutchinson told CNN in May that Arkansas’ near-total abortion ban he
had signed in March 2021 should be “revisited” to provide exceptions for cases of rape or incest.
Nebraska
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, a Republican, told CNN in May that he would call a special session of his
state’s unicameral legislature to pass a total ban on abortion if the Supreme Court overturned Roe,
which it did in June.
Abortion is allowed in Nebraska up to 20 weeks post-fertilization, with exceptions for saving the life
of the mother or a “irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function.”
On the day the Supreme Court handed down its ruling, Ricketts said in a statement that he “will be
working with our legislative leaders to determine what more we can do to protect our preborn
babies.”
Speaker Mike Hilgers said in statement that he anticipates that the legislature “will be in special
session this summer to pass legislation to protect pre-born babies,” WOWT reported.
“I will work with Governor Ricketts on the timing of a special session. And, after reviewing the
Supreme Court’s opinion in detail, I will work closely with the Governor and my legislative colleagues
on the scope of such protections,” Hilgers said.
CNN has reached out to Ricketts and Hilgers for updates as to a potential special session.
South Carolina
The state is likely to head into special session as state legislators are currently working on legislation
that would ban most abortions.
South Carolina currently bans abortion once a “fetal heartbeat” is detected, which can be as early as
six weeks of pregnancy, with exceptions for the life of the mother, rape or incest.
A special House committee held a public hearing earlier this month and put together a “working
draft” of a bill that would ban abortion at every stage of pregnancy and eliminate the exception for
cases of rape and incest. The bill would allow “any legitimate health care procedure necessary to
prevent the death or serious bodily impairment of the mother,” the committee chairman John
McCravy said during a July 19 meeting.
The draft bill now heads to the House Judiciary Committee.
Lawmakers passed a resolution concluding their regular session that would allow the Senate
president and House speaker to call them into a special session between July 1 and November 13 to
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consider abortion legislation.
Blue states rush to add protections
Illinois is one of the few blue states that plans to hold a special session intended to pass legislation
aimed at protecting abortion access.
The state, where Democrats hold power of the state legislature and the governorship, in
2019 enacted a sweeping abortion access protection bill.
In a joint statement on July 5, Illinois’ Democratic leaders – Gov. J.B. Pritzker, Senate President Don
Harmon and House Speaker Chris Welch – said they “plan to work closely together for the remainder
of the summer to assess every possibility of what we can do and convene a special session in the
coming months.”
“As we build on Illinois’ nation-leading abortion protections and access, it is essential to bring
lawmakers and advocates into the room to continue to work together,” they said. “In the coming
weeks, as the ripples of the decision to overturn Roe are felt throughout the nation, we expect to
get an acute sense of our needs and how Illinois can play an even more vital role in standing up for
reproductive freedom.”
Illinois would join New York and Wisconsin, which have already held special sessions related to
abortion.
Ahead of the Supreme Court’s ruling, Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, a Democrat, called a special
session on June 22 to repeal the state’s 19th century abortion ban. Republican legislative leaders,
however, started and immediately ended the special session without considering the governor’s
request.
After the Supreme Court handed down its decision, New York Democratic Gov. Kathy Hochul
brought state lawmakers back to Albany to begin the process of enshrining abortion rights.
The Democratic-led legislature on July 1 passed a constitutional amendment that, once passed,
would enshrine the right to abortion in the state constitution. Lawmakers would need to pass the
amendment again in next year’s legislative session for it to be sent to voters.
By Veronica Stracqualursi
 


The Hill: Republicans race to stop Greitens in Missouri
Senate primary


 
Republicans are making a final push to shut out former Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens in the state’s
closely watched GOP Senate primary, fearing that him clinching the GOP nomination on Tuesday
could put an otherwise safe Republican seat at grave risk in November.
In the final days before the Aug. 2 primary, an anti-Greitens super PAC is running TV ads highlighting
allegations of domestic violence against the disgraced former governor. Top Republican donors —
including Pete Ricketts, the ultra-wealthy governor of Nebraska — are pouring money into the effort,
hoping to deal one final blow to Greitens’s campaign. 
There are signs that the effort to weaken Greitens is working. Once seen as the front-runner in the
race, the former governor has sunk into third place in recent polls and has been replaced at the front
of the pack by Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt.
“What you’ve seen here is really a challenge of trying to beat [Greitens] down,” one Republican
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strategist involved in the Missouri Senate race said. “Equally to what we’ve seen with Greitens
getting knocked down to around that 20 point range is the massive rise of Schmitt. And that
combination is what’s really changed the outcome of the race so far.”
One survey released last week by The Hill and Emerson College showed Greitens running 17 points
behind Schmitt and 5 points behind Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R-Mo.) in the primary. That’s a staggering
change from the same poll conducted in June that found Greitens leading Schmitt by 6 points.
Greitens, who resigned as governor amid scandal only 1 1/2 years into his first term, has brushed off
his recent polling deficit, calling the surveys “fake” and accusing his opponents of pushing out
inaccurate data in an effort to weaken him. He has also compared the attacks against him to those
faced by former President Trump, calling the allegations false.
“Here’s what we’re hearing from a lot of people who’ve seen time and time again the way President
Trump was falsely attacked, they’ve seen how I have been falsely attacked,” Greitens told reporters
in Kansas City, Mo., on Monday. “A lot of these grassroots patriots are standing up and they’re that
much more determined to fight for me.”
Of course, Greitens has been underestimated before. Polling in the lead-up to his 2016 win in the
Missouri gubernatorial race showed a much tighter contest between him and former state Attorney
General Chris Koster (D) than what actually played out on Election Day.
But Greitens, a onetime rising star in the GOP, has fallen from political grace in the years since he
won the Missouri governor’s mansion. 
Not long into his term as governor, he ran up against allegations that he carried on an affair with his
hairdresser and threatened to blackmail her with nude photos he had taken of her if she revealed
their relationship. Greitens has acknowledged the affair but has denied the blackmail allegations.
He later faced felony charges related to the alleged blackmail scheme, as well as for accusations that
he improperly took a donor list from a nonprofit he had founded to use in his gubernatorial
campaign.
Greitens resigned in June 2018 as GOP leaders in the state legislature met to consider whether to
pursue his impeachment. The criminal charges against Greitens have been dropped, and he has
repeatedly said he has been exonerated. 
The latest blow to Greitens’s personal image came this spring when his ex-wife, Sheena Greitens,
testified under oath that the former governor had assaulted her and their 3-year-old son. Those
allegations have been among the hardest-hitting in the effort to weaken Greitens’s momentum in
the Senate race.
Greitens’s personal and professional baggage has stirred deep worries among Republicans both in
Missouri and in Washington, giving way to fears that his nomination to succeed retiring Sen. Roy
Blunt (R-Mo.) would create an opening for Democrats to recapture the seat in a state that has
otherwise moved firmly in the GOP’s direction over the years.
Senate Republicans also can’t afford to take any chances this year. While they’re targeting a handful
of vulnerable Democratic incumbents in states like Arizona, Georgia and Nevada, Democrats also
have opportunities to flip GOP-held Senate seats in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Ohio, among other
states.
Whoever wins the Republican nomination next week will likely go on to face either Lucas Kunce, a
former Marine running as a progressive, or Trudy Busch Valentine, a philanthropist and heiress to
the Busch family beer fortune, in November. 
Missouri Republicans have been burned before by controversial candidates. 
The late former Rep. Todd Akin (R-Mo.) famously saw his political career collapse in 2012 after
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claiming that women’s bodies have a way of avoiding pregnancies in cases of “legitimate rape.” That
remark ultimately helped sink his bid to oust former Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) and left him
isolated from many top Republicans.
Of course, there’s still a wild card in the race: Trump. The former president hasn’t endorsed in the
primary, though earlier this month he ruled out supporting Hartzler, saying that she doesn’t have
“what it takes to take on the radical left Democrats.” 
Greitens has some influential allies on his side. Kimberly Guilfoyle, the fiancée of Trump’s eldest son,
Donald Trump Jr., is serving as a national co-chair of Greitens’s Senate campaign, and the couple has
continued to lobby Trump for his endorsement in the lead-up to the primary despite Greitens’s
recent drop in the polls.
But Greitens isn’t the only candidate seeking Trump’s endorsement. Each of his top rivals — Schmitt,
Hartzler and Rep. Billy Long (R-Mo.) — have courted the former president, hoping to win his support
in the primary. Schmitt is the only candidate to have held a fundraiser for his campaign at Mar-a-
Lago, Trump’s private club in Palm Beach, Fla. 
One former Trump campaign aide, however, said that the former president isn’t likely to endorse in
the race before Tuesday. 
“I think at this point, the primary is kind of all over the place,” the former aide said. “The polling is
changing, there are a lot of competing voices. The president doesn’t want to get behind a losing
horse, so I think he’s probably fine to wait and see and endorse after Tuesday.”
But Trump can be unpredictable in his political moves. In a July 9 interview with the conservative
One America News Network, he left the door open to endorsing Greitens, even as he noted that
Democrats would be eager to go up against such a controversial candidate. 
“He’s the one the Democrats legitimately want to run against,” Trump said, later adding: “Eric is
tough and he’s smart. A little controversial, but I’ve endorsed controversial people before.”
By Max Greenwood
 


LJS: Grand jury clears state trooper of wrongdoing in fatal
shooting of 27-year-old in Lincoln


 
A grand jury has reviewed the fatal shooting of a Columbus man by a Nebraska State Patrol trooper
in Lincoln and cleared the officer of any wrongdoing. 
According to a recently filed transcript of a closed hearing earlier this summer, Deputy Lancaster
County Attorney Dan Zieg told jurors the sole question was whether Trooper Adam Strode's decision
to use deadly force against German Pedraza was justified under the law. 
On Nov. 24, Strode and Lincoln Police Investigator Andrew Barksdale, both members of the
Lincoln/Lancaster County Narcotics Task Force, had been driving through the area of 19th and G
streets on the way to check out a Crime Stoppers call. 
Nothing came of the Crime Stoppers tip. But on the way to it, Barksdale said he noticed a distinctive
car, a white Chrysler 300 with a black driver's side quarter panel and 25-county plates, that they'd
recently seen in a hotel parking lot known for drug dealing. He pointed it out to Strode.
While they were leaving the Crime Stoppers tip, they drove back past the apartment complex at
1905 G St. 







There's no video of what happened next. Task force investigators don't wear body cameras. 
Barksdale said he saw a man he didn't know, later identified as Pedraza, walk to the Chrysler with a
woman and get in. Pedraza made a U-turn and turned into the apartment parking lot without
signaling. 
So the two officers, in plain clothes and in an unmarked pickup, pulled up behind the car, blocking
them in, to talk to them about the traffic violation, Barksdale said. 
He said when he and Strode got out with their badges on lanyards around their necks, Pedraza, who
was getting out of the car, looked right at them.
"And he had like a very wide-eyed, shocked look to see that we were there," the LPD officer said. 
He thought Pedraza was going to take off running, but instead he got right back in the car. 
Barksdale can't remember if he said the word "police" but they were calling out directions and the
two inside could see their badges. He said he went to the passenger door and pulled the woman,
Cassie Navrkal, out. 
But Pedraza stayed put, his left hand on the steering wheel or next to it. 
Barksdale thought Pedraza was going to ram their truck to try to get away, which could be especially
dangerous with both officers just outside the car's open doors. 
So he reached in to the push-button ignition to try to turn off the car. 
"Simultaneously, or maybe even as I was going inside the vehicle, I noted Mr. Pedraza was going for
his right front pants pocket," the officer told the grand jury. 
Barksdale said he saw a baggie that looked like meth fall out of Pedraza's pocket. 
He said he struggled with Pedraza, trying to get him out, but Pedraza kept tugging on something. He
thought he was going for a weapon, so he started striking him, yelling for him to get out of the car
and to Strode that he was going for something in his pocket.
"At some point, his hand comes from his front right pants pocket up toward his waist," Barksdale
said. 
Pedraza hunched over the steering wheel and started turning toward the driver's door. 
Barksdale went to get out of the passenger side. That's when he heard Strode yell, "Gun."
"And then I heard a single gunshot," he said. 
Barksdale didn't know right away who fired. When he came around the car, Pedraza was lying on the
ground, with a single gunshot wound to his neck, a silver pistol on the ground next to him.
He wasn't moving. Navrkal was screaming. 
Barksdale cuffed her and called dispatch for an ambulance, running to the front of the building to
see the address.
Strode, who had been on the driver's side, told the jurors he had opened the driver's door with the
intent of removing Pedraza from the car and detaining him. 
First, he had tried to break his grasp from the steering wheel. That's when he started digging in his
pocket. 
It turned into a struggle between Pedraza and the two officers that Strode said felt like quite some
time but in reality lasted just seconds. 
Their strikes weren't working, he said. So he tried to pull him out by his left arm.
When Pedraza brought his arm forward and leaned down, "It was at that moment ... I saw him with
the gun in his hand," Strode said. 
"I honestly thought I was going to be shot," the trooper said. 
Strode yelled "Gun" and drew his handgun, placed the muzzle into Pedraza's back or upper neck
area and kept yelling for him to stop and show him his hands.







"And did he ever stop or show you his hands?" Lancaster County Attorney Pat Condon asked him.
"No," Strode said.
It was too close quarters to use a Taser or pepper spray, even if they had them, both officers said. 
When Pedraza planted his left foot out of the car, Strode said he got a clear view of the serrations on
the side of the gun's slide and the black grip above his thumb. 
He said his mind raced: What if it's a fake; what if it's unloaded?
"He was beginning to stand up and lean out of the vehicle. At that time, I decided to fire a round.
And I squeezed the trigger and fired one round," Strode said. "He immediately dropped to the
ground."
He said Pedraza still was grasping the gun in his right hand, so he leaned down and used two fingers
to take it out of his hand.
It was loaded with two bullets.
Pedraza died in the hospital four days later.
Condon asked Strode if there was a reason he didn't try to fire into his leg or his arm to disable him.
"Yes, because we're trained to shoot center mass into vital organs to neutralize the threat," he said.
Plus, he said, he had to worry about the possibility of crossfire hitting Barksdale. 
In the investigation that followed, Lancaster County Sheriff's investigators learned there was a
warrant out for Pedraza's arrest for missing court for a high-speed chase Oct. 17 in Butler County
that turned up more than a half pound of methamphetamine and two stolen guns.
He was facing seven felony drug and gun charges for it that would surely send him to prison if he
ended up convicted.
Pedraza had just gotten out of prison in June 2020, after serving a 10- to 14-year sentence on
burglary, theft and gun charges. And Navrkal said he'd told her he wasn't going back. 
She wasn't called to testify before the grand jury, but she told an investigator she thought he was
going for his gun when he reached in his pocket.
In separate reviews, the Lancaster County Sheriff's Office, Lincoln Police Department and Nebraska
State Patrol all concluded the officers' actions and the use of deadly force that day were justified. 
In the end, so, too, did the grand jury. 
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH: Nebraska now offering death benefit to first
responders who die in the line of duty


 
LINCOLN — Flames and smoke had turned the early April day to dark in southwest Nebraska when
Elwood Volunteer Fire Chief Darren Krull hit the highway north of Arapahoe to help fight a wind-
driven wildfire.
He and Phelps County Emergency Manager Justin Norris couldn’t see the water truck headed
straight for them. Krull, 54, died in the collision, leaving behind a wife, two daughters and eight
grandchildren.
Not quite three months later, in the wee hours of the morning, Saunders County Deputy Sheriff Jeff
Hermanson had just finished arresting a suspect in a car theft near Mead when he felt chest pains.
The 45-year-old drove himself to the hospital, where he collapsed and died. He was survived by his
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wife and two teenage sons.
As is common when emergency personnel die on the job, friends, neighbors and fellow first
responders turned out in force to honor the men and support their families.
Now, for the first time, their families could get support from the State of Nebraska as well.
A program created last year and expanded with legislation that took effect on July 21 offers a one-
time, $250,000 death benefit to the families of first responders who die in the line of duty.
The line of duty payments are available for deaths starting this year of paid and volunteer
firefighters, emergency medical service workers, ambulance squad members, law enforcement
officers and correctional workers.
Karla Houfek of Lincoln, a volunteer firefighter and emergency medical technician, said the new
benefit will be a major help for families dealing with a sudden loss and the accompanying financial
burdens. She has worked with many families as a member of the Nebraska Serious Injury and Line of
Duty Death Response Team.
“The families are elated when we tell them there is this benefit and they could possibly receive it,”
she said. “This is huge to these families. Their lives have crumpled.”
She and others have advocated for the program for several years, noting that most other states
already offered similar benefits.
State Sen. Matt Hansen of Lincoln introduced the idea three times before it finally passed last year.
Legislative Bill 255 provided for $50,000 payments.
“I believe it is time for Nebraska to join our neighbors and make sure that those first responders
know we value their work, their service and their lives,” he said at the time.
Even then, there were opponents who argued that the state should not get involved with paying
death benefits and that workers compensation or life insurance were better ways to take care of
families.
This year, Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln sponsored LB 717 to boost the benefit to $250,000. The
increase passed before any benefits had been approved and applies to deaths this year. The amount
will be increased by the inflation rate in future years.
Houfek said the number of first responder deaths varies from year to year. In February, she told
lawmakers that Nebraska had one line-of-duty death in 2018, three in 2019, three in 2020 and six in
2021, which included deaths from COVID-19.
Three people have died so far this year, two firefighters and a law enforcement officer. All three
families have filed for the new benefits, she said.
Based on news reports, the three are Krull, Hermanson and Lincoln Fire Inspector Don Gross, 57,
who died of a cardiac arrest in January. John P. Trumble, who died in late April while helping with
evacuation efforts and fire spotting in Red Willow County, was retired from the Cambridge Volunteer
Fire Department.
Similar to other claims against the state, the line of duty claims have to be reviewed by the State
Claims Board and be funded by the Legislature.
Hansen said he expects that, once the benefits are paid out, those first families’ experiences will
show the importance of the new program.
“I’m glad to hear that the families feel supported by the law,” he said. “It did take a lot of effort to
get the law passed, but it needed to be done.”
Among other laws that took effect on July 21:
Immunity for sex assault reporting. Victims and witnesses of sexual assault won’t get charged for
minor drug and alcohol possession violations in certain cases under LB 519, introduced by Morfeld.







Individuals can get immunity if they report the assault to law enforcement or seek emergency
medical attention and cooperate with law enforcement.
Animal mistreatment. Hitting, kicking or otherwise striking an animal has been added to the
definition of abuse under LB 851, introduced by Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln. The law responds to a
case last year in which a man was caught on video kicking a dog repeatedly and law enforcement did
not file charges.
Stolen valor. People claiming to be military members or veterans to deceive or harm others or get a
financial benefit can now be charged with “criminal impersonation by stolen valor,” under LB 922.
This law, proposed by Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, also would apply to people who falsely claim to have
a military medal or honor in order to gain something of value.
Trespassing with drones. Criminal trespassing charges can be filed against anyone using an
electronic device, such as a drone, to spy on others in their home or property under LB 922. The
charge applies if the drone enters into or above the property and is used to observe someone in a
bathroom or other place where they expect privacy.
By Martha Stoddard
 


Kearney Hub: COVID cases fall in Two Rivers area, but risk
zone still ‘‘moderate’


 
KEARNEY- The COVID-19 risk dial remained in the yellow “moderate” level for the fifth consecutive
week.
The dial, issued Friday by the Two Rivers Public Health Department, reflects a steady rate of new
confirmed COVID cases and the frequency of COVID-related long-term effects.
It has sat in the moderate level since July 1, rising from the “low” level, where it had been since
March 24.
In the past week, 127 new cases of COVID were detected in the seven Two Rivers counties: Buffalo,
Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, Harlan, Kearney and Phelps. In the past four weeks, 607 new cases were
confirmed.
However, new cases have dropped from 183 two weeks ago (July 7-15) and 147 last week (July 14-
29.) New cases fell between 10 and 60 percent in the past week in Kearney, Lexington and Holdrege,
Two Rivers said.
In the past week, 34% of all COVID tests conducted at hospitals and clinics have been positive, as
well as 25% of tests conducted through public testing by Two Rivers or the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services.
COVID accounts for 30% of admissions to hospital intensive care units in the Two Rivers area.
The public can pick up free antigen tests in the Two Rivers office at 516 W. 11th St. and at locations
throughout the district. Call 888-669-7154 for more information.
Two Rivers also offers COVID testing 9:30-10:30 a.m. at its office. Pre-registration is required
at trphd.org.
Two Rivers strongly urges all unvaccinated vaccine-eligible residents to get COVID vaccination or
booster shots through healthcare providers, pharmacies or Two Rivers.
By Mary Jane Skala
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LJS: LPS superintendent: Targeted masking approach
appears to be 'new normal'


 
Lincoln Public Schools is entering its fourth pandemic school year, but the playbook officials are
using to navigate COVID-19 this fall reflects a district that has learned to live with the virus.
On Friday, new Superintendent Paul Gausman unveiled the district's return-to-school plan, which
spells out its pandemic procedures for the upcoming school year. 
Students return to the classroom Aug. 15.
Gausman on Tuesday previewed release of the outline, saying the district would move ahead with
any masking requirements on a building, program or classroom level.
After a school year of revolving rules surrounding masking, the superintendent said Friday he sees
the new "targeted approach" as the way forward.
"I do suspect that this is the new normal for us for the time being," he said.
LPS worked in consultation with the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department to develop the
new plan, which is relatively unchanged from the fourth quarter of last school year. 
Other highlights include the way LPS notifies parents about COVID-19 cases in their child's schools.
Previously, that information was emailed to families, but now it will be available as part of the
district's online dashboard.
Staff and students will be asked to follow the same quarantine and isolation restrictions, which were
loosened last winter just as a surge of cases driven by the omicron variant hit LPS particularly hard.
Those who test positive for COVID-19 are expected to stay home for five days from the date
symptoms appear or the date the test was taken. Individuals who test positive can return on Day 6 if
they're fever-free and symptoms have improved and wear a mask for five more days.
Students or staff identified as a close contact — someone who was within 6 feet of a positive case
for 15 or more minutes — are expected to get tested and wear a mask for 10 days after the contact.
Gausman said the district does not have data on vaccinations to use in making masking decisions
across the district should there be an outbreak. LPS does not ask for staff members' vaccination
status, and parents are not required to report their child's COVID-19 vaccine status. 
Universal masking, however, is not out of the question if conditions change, Gausman said.
"I wouldn't rule anything out at this time," he said. "If a strain comes forward that's a real change for
us, we'll make the right decisions as counseled by the Health Department."
By Zach Hammack
 


LJS: Hailstorms, derechos becoming more frequent as
climate changes in Nebraska


 
Until a couple of years ago, Mark Walz said he had never even heard the term "derecho."
That's impressive for an insurance company CEO, but it illustrates to some degree how the nature of







weather-related disasters in Nebraska has changed over the past few years.
When Nebraskans think of weather-generating headlines, they likely think of tornadoes that have
caused significant damage to cities such as Grand Island, Omaha and Hallam.
But lately, it's been just as likely that hailstorms or derechos — the name for a long-lived, straight-
line wind storm that's usually associated with fast-tracking thunderstorms — are responsible for big,
expensive weather events.
Another notable change: Extreme weather events are happening more frequently in months when
they wouldn't be expected.
For example, the derecho that tore through Nebraska in December spawned nearly two dozen
tornadoes, more than four times as many as had been recorded in the month in the state's history.
"Both the frequency and the severity of weather-related disasters has absolutely increased in the
state of Nebraska over the past decade, with the 2020, 2021 and 2022 storm seasons reflecting this
phenomenon," said Walz, chairman, president and CEO of Farmers Mutual of Nebraska.
Prior to 2016, he said, the storm season in Nebraska typically began in mid-April and was done by
Sept. 1.
"Since that time, we have experienced large storm events as early as March 13 and as late as Dec.
25, with the norm now appearing to be mid-March through mid-October," Walz said. "That
represents a 75-day extension of our storm season. This is not an insignificant change."
That longer time span in which extreme weather events are occurring also translates to Nebraska
seeing more of them.
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Nebraska has been affected by
53 weather events since 1980 that have caused at least $1 billion in damage. However, 44 of the 53
have occurred since 2000, and 29 have occurred since 2010.
In the 20-year period from 1980-2000, the state averaged one billion-dollar disaster every two years,
but from 2000-2020 it averaged 1.8 per year.
And if you look more recently, the pace is accelerating. From 2010-2020, the pace was 2.1 per year.
In the last five years, ending in 2021, there was an average of 2.8 billion-dollar disasters per year.
And this year, there have already been four through mid-July, including a derecho that hit the state
in May — the third in as many years — and a hailstorm in early June. On Wednesday, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency announced that 20 counties in central and eastern Nebraska are
now eligible for federal disaster assistance because of damage caused by the May derecho.
Combine those two events with another severe storm with hail in June and Walz said Farmers
Mutual has seen the second-, third- and fifth-largest loss events in its 130-year history this year
alone, totaling nearly $300 million. That amount doesn't include an estimated $40 million in losses
from the December derecho.
The Nebraska numbers mirror a national trend. According to NOAA, the U.S. as a whole has averaged
7.7 billion-dollar weather disasters a year since 1980, but the rate has more than doubled, to 18.7, in
just the past three years. The total cost of those disasters has nearly doubled in the past three years
as well.
Nebraska State Climatologist Martha Shulski said climate change is not only playing a role in the
frequency of weather disasters, but it also amplifies their effects.
"We do see an increasing trend in natural hazards that are occurring locally, nationally and globally,"
Shulski said.
"For us in Nebraska, these increasing trends of costly disasters will continue upward as climate
change leads to more extreme events," she said. "We will have a greater risk for heat events, severe







storms, drought (and) flooding because their occurrence will generally increase in magnitude and
frequency."
Walz agrees. He highlighted the fact that Nebraska has seen three derechos in the past three years
after previously averaging about one per decade as "a clear indication that weather patterns are
changing."
"While we cannot predict future weather disasters in the state of Nebraska with certainty, our
experience suggests that we should expect an increased frequency and severity of these kinds of
events in the future," he said.
Shulski said it's important for officials to make moves now to help mitigate the effects of those
future weather events.
Among her suggestions: reviewing and updating the state drought plan, which was released more
than 20 years ago, and incorporating amplified hazards into municipal planning documents such as
emergency operations and hazard mitigation plans.
"Events such as worsening heat waves and intense, flooding rains should be viewed looking forward,
not in the rearview mirror," she said. "We will be much better off to use our climate planning
roadmap and not just our climate history."
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Nebraskans to benefit from $0 co-pays for insulin,
emergency drugs


 
UnitedHealthcare says it will eliminate out-of-pocket costs for insulin and several drugs used in
medical emergencies for some members as early as Jan. 1, 2023.
In addition to short- and long-acting preferred insulins, four emergency medications — epinephrine,
including EpiPens (for severe allergic reactions), albuterol inhalers (for acute asthma attacks),
naloxone (for opioid overdoses) and Glucagon (for hypoglycemia) — will be offered at $0 cost share
to members of fully insured group plans, subject to any required regulatory approval.
UnitedHealthcare officials said the initiative is aimed at ensuring that people get the drugs they need
and making health care more affordable. Nearly 8 million of the company’s members are covered
under fully insured plans. The insurer has just over 500,000 members in Nebraska.
“High prices are a significant barrier to prescription drugs for many people, so we are using our
unique capabilities to deliver savings for consumers,” Brian Thompson, UnitedHealthcare’s CEO, said
in a prepared statement. “We are doing what we can to shield people from the prices set by
pharmaceutical companies and hope all stakeholders also will act to make prescription drugs more
affordable.”
The move comes as Senate Democrats seek to pass a measure that would give Medicare the power
to negotiate prices on some of the costliest drugs.
Insulin would not be covered under the bill, the Washington Post reported, because the drugs will
have generic competition. Also left out is a $35 proposed cap on the co-pay for insulin that had been
included in early drug-pricing proposals. Democratic leaders reportedly are considering adding an
insulin provision back into the reconciliation bill. More than 7 million Americans with diabetes need
insulin to survive.







Fifteen states, starting with Colorado in 2015, have enacted their own caps on insulin costs in
response to concerns that the high cost of the drug is causing people to skip doses or ration it.
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska began offering a $0 cost share for preferred insulins to members
with diabetes who are covered under fully insured employer group health plans on Jan. 1.
Medica in 2021 began offering a $25 cap for a month’s supply of insulin under its group plans in
Nebraska and three counties in southwest Iowa — Pottawattamie, Mills and Harrison — and to
individual plan members in Nebraska with coverage under the Affordable Care Act.
However, neither the $0 co-pays nor the caps address the underlying costs of insulin, which are
rising. That has been a concern voiced by critics of attempts to enact a federal cap, in particular.
EpiPens, too, have been the subject of outcry about price increases. Generics first became available
in late 2016.
UnitedHealthcare officials said the company, and subsidiary Optum, recognize their responsibility to
encourage collaboration and cooperation to help make prescription drugs more affordable.
“We encourage other parts of the drug supply chain to follow our action today and join us in
collaborative efforts that will make prescription drugs more affordable for patients,” company
officials said in a statement.
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: Western Nebraska firefighters battling wildfires south
of Gering


 
At least 35 fire departments battled multiple wildfires in western Nebraska over the weekend in the
Cedar Canyon Wildlife Management Area south of Gering.
Gering Fire Chief and Incident Commander Nathan Flowers said Sunday that the fires have already
burned at least 13,051 acres of land, and further burning is expected. Three homes were destroyed,
and seven were damaged, according to Region 21 Emergency Management Director Tim Newman. 
Newman told the Scottsbluff Star-Herald on Saturday that the fires may have been caused by
lightning strikes. Flowers said Sunday that it is now "100% confirmed" that lightning was the cause. 
"The lightning started three fires within a five-mile area, and two ended up combining into one large
fire," Flowers said. "The third one, we were able to extinguish."
The combined fire was about 30% contained as of Sunday afternoon, Flowers said.
"We are anticipating for the fire to be fully contained around Aug. 8," he said. 
The Nebraska State Patrol advised people to stay away from the area. Cody Thomas, a patrol
spokesman, said earlier Sunday that troopers were assisting by blocking off roads into the area.
"There have been some evacuations, but the fires are mostly in canyon areas," Thomas said. 
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission announced Sunday that it was closing several areas in
the Panhandle southwest of Gering to help firefighters. Cedar Canyon Wildlife Management Area,
Montz Point Wildlife Management Area and Carter Canyon were closed so firefighters would not be
hindered by vehicular traffic.
"The public is asked to stay away as area residents may be using the roads to evacuate personal
belongings or move livestock to safety," the announcement said. 
According to the Region 21 Emergency Management Facebook page, firefighters from Gering,
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Scottsbluff, Minatare-Melba, Lyman, Banner, Bayard, Bridgeport, Sidney, Potter, Bushnell and Dix
were among those responding to the emergency. 
By Kevin Cole and Molly Ashford
 


OWH: Cleanup of Nox-Crete could begin next week


 
Cleanup of a burned-out chemical warehouse in midtown Omaha could begin as soon as next week
now that a major hurdle has been cleared.
Late Thursday, Nox-Crete was told by its insurer that it no longer needed access to the site for its
investigations. That’s according to documents on file with the Nebraska Department of Environment
and Energy.
Speaking on behalf of Nox-Crete, Ann Pedersen said enough progress has been made to realistically
estimate that cleanup could start next week. Pedersen is a vice president at OBI Creative, the Omaha
public relations firm that has been retained by Nox-Crete to respond to media inquiries.
The company’s warehouse near 20th Street and Woolworth Avenue was engulfed in flames May 30.
A noxious black cloud of smoke and soot roiled over the neighborhood, prompting a voluntary
evacuation. The fire, its emergency response, and the availability of information has been criticized
by those affected.
There are still a few pieces that need to fall into place before cleanup can begin: results are pending
from the last batch of environmental testing, as is state approval of the company’s cleanup plan.
Cleanup will involve removal of all debris and all remnants of the building, according to documents
on file with the state. This includes the concrete slab the warehouse sat on. Soil also will be
removed, with future testing guiding the extent of the removal.
B2 Environmental, working on behalf of Nox-Crete, submitted the cleanup plan to the state Friday
morning. In response, state environmental regulators said they would review the proposal as soon as
possible “so as not to delay cleanup.”
The site contains hazardous and nonhazardous waste, according to documents filed with the state.
State officials said they will require that Nox-Crete follow all applicable hazardous waste regulations.
This will include taking steps to lessen the risk of hazardous materials escaping the site during
cleanup.
Per state regulations, a berm and rolls of absorbent are in place to slow and catch runoff from rain.
The city will require that cleanup crews control for dust, said Jim Theiler, assistant public works
director. This typically includes spraying down the site on dry, windy days. City inspectors also will
monitor the cleanup, he said.
According to the cleanup plan, much of the debris will be taken to the Pheasant Point landfill in
Douglas County. This includes petroleum-contaminated debris and what the company describes as a
trace amount of asbestos roofing materials.
Material that can be recycled, such as metal and plastic, will be taken to a recycler. Some building
debris will be taken to a construction landfill.
Some barrels remain within the burned-out warehouse. Materials in those barrels will be tested for
volatile organic compounds and dealt with accordingly, based on whether they meet hazardous
thresholds.
By Nancy Gaarder







 


Nebraska Examiner: Charles Herbster can add to defamation
lawsuit but can’t muzzle Slama lawyer, judge rules


 
OMAHA — Former Nebraska gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster will be allowed to add more
examples to his defamation lawsuit against State Sen. Julie Slama, a judge has ruled.
As a result, Slama’s attorneys must wait until after Herbster updates his lawsuit before deposing him
for Slama’s counter-lawsuit.
Johnson County District Judge Rick Schreiner resolved those issues and more from a June hearing in
a two-page ruling Thursday involving dueling lawsuits between Herbster and Slama. Herbster sued
Slama after she and seven other women alleged that he groped them. Slama countersued, alleging
that he had sexually battered and defamed her.
Schreiner also ruled that Herbster cannot muzzle Slama’s attorney from defending her publicly. 
Schreiner ruled that Herbster’s deposition could wait for the amended lawsuit. One issue not
resolved in Thursday’s ruling is whether Herbster could be sanctioned for missing his first deposition
date in May.
The judge did not grant a protection order that Herbster’s attorneys had sought to silence one of
Slama’s lawyers, Dave Lopez, who spoke on her behalf before the Herbster lawsuit or counter-
lawsuit were filed.
Schreiner said he would use an Aug. 15 hearing in Tecumseh to hear arguments involving the Slama
legal team’s effort to force Herbster’s political team to turn over records sought in her lawsuit.
Herbster’s legal team has filed motions seeking to limit the scope of Slama’s subpoenas. Both sides
have been negotiating, at the judge’s urging, a narrower range of documents.
Herbster has denied wrongdoing. He argues that the allegations against him were political. Slama
alleged that Herbster touched her inappropriately after reaching up her skirt during a 2019
fundraising dinner in Omaha. The Nebraska Examiner reported the allegation in an April 14 article.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: Recidivism rate drop


 
Reducing the number of people who return to prison is a key goal of any criminal justice system. In
Nebraska, more than 70% of those discharged in 2019 have not returned to the custody of the
Nebraska Department of Correctional Services (NDCS) — a significant benchmark.
Recidivism is typically measured in three-year increments. Based on just released data, Nebraska’s
recidivism rate has dropped to 29.8%. This is the third year in a row that recidivism has trended
downward in Nebraska. In comparison to publicly available data for surrounding states, Nebraska is
the only one with a rate under 30%. We are in the top third nationally for low recidivism.
While many factors influence whether someone will return to prison, Nebraska’s recidivism rate
supports that reentry services are working. Opportunities offered through NDCS include clinical
treatment, skills training and employment, prosocial activities, education, and more. The Vocational
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Life Skills (VLS) Program, which provides grants to community providers, has been a particular
success. In the last grant cycle (July 2020 — June 2022) participants completed nearly 4,800
programs.
NDCS takes the position that reentry begins at intake. Our focus on that goal is undeterred. We offer
a robust platform of services and work in tandem with incarcerated individuals to address needs
such as housing, medical and mental health, employment, education and transportation.
Of the 70.2% who have been out of prison for the past three years, they have an increased quality of
life and are contributing members of families, employers and communities. An improvement in our
recidivism rate means more transformed lives, which leads to our collective mission of keeping
people safe.
Scott R. Frakes, Lincoln
NDCS Director
 


LJS Editorial, 7/31: New ag land valuation method a long-
term fix


 
Farmland prices in Nebraska have hit record levels this year, increasing, by some estimates, more
than 30% from the first half of 2021.
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Nebraska Farm Real Estate Report found that overall farm
prices in the state rose 16% this year, to an all-time record of $3,360 an acre. But that report is
conservative, especially when the prices are examined regionally.
United Farm & Range Management says prices are up 20% to 25% in central and southeast
Nebraska, where the most productive cropland is located
The Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City estimated that Nebraska’s fourth-quarter land prices were
up 31% for non-irrigated cropland, 21% for irrigated land and 23% for ranchland compared with a
year ago.
And the Omaha-based Farmers National Company reports that the average price paid for Nebraska
farmland in the first half of 2022 was $11,500, a jump of more than 30% from 2021.
The Nebraska gains are the biggest of any of the 18 Grain Belt states in which Farmers National
operates, all of which saw jumps in prices
The increased demand for farmland and the corresponding price jump is being driven by higher crop
prices, economic instability, investor interest and, until recently, historically low interest rates.
Investors and those concerned about an economic downturn see farmland as a stable investment –
USDA data shows that since 1970 farmland has averaged a 5.7% annual return – that will be less
volatile than, say, the stock market.
That stability is fortified by the strong prices for the crops produced in the state, which are expected
to remain at least at today’s levels, even in a recessionary economy.
While they can be celebrated as a sign of a robust, stable agricultural economy, the rising farmland
prices will, as re-evaluations of property are done by counties, exacerbate the state’s property tax
crisis.
The increased prices will lead to higher valuation for nearby land, which will increase the taxes
collected on that property that go to pay for public education and local government.







The increasing valuations will trigger calls for school districts and local governments to reduce their
levies and, in the Legislature, for even more “property tax relief” created by diverting state funds,
collected from income and sales taxes, back to property owners.
The only lasting solution to that rising land price dilemma, however, would require a change in the
way Nebraska values agricultural property, shifting from price based valuation, which will continue
to increase, sometimes at very high rates, to a production-based model like that used in Iowa.
A production-based system operates on the estimated income that a parcel of land could create and
would still respond to the economy as increasing commodity prices would be reflected in the
valuation calculations.
But valuation increases would be more moderate than the market-based jumps and would, thereby,
hold down property taxes charged to that land. That makes it a change that would benefit
Nebraska’s property owners, especially small farmers, for decades to come.
 


NY Times: These Republican Governors Are Delivering
Results, and Many Voters Like Them for It


 
Republican flamethrowers and culture warriors like Donald Trump and Representatives Matt Gaetz
and Marjorie Taylor Greene typically draw an outsize amount of media attention.
Americans may conclude from this that there is a striking, and perhaps unfortunate, relationship
between extremism and political success.
But Republicans aren’t hoping for a red wave in the midterms only because norm-thrashing or
scandal sells. The truth is much more banal, yet also important for parties to internalize and better
for politics generally: In states across the country, Republican governors are delivering real results
for people they are physically more proximate to than federal officials.
Now, it’s true that the party that controls the presidency nearly always gets whipped in midterm
elections, and inflation would be a huge drag on any party in power. And it’s also true that among
those governors are culture warriors like Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida and Gov. Greg Abbott of
Texas.
But people too often overlook the idea that actual results, especially ones related to pocketbook
issues, can often be as important as rhetoric. Looked at that way, lots of Republicans — some with
high public profiles, and some who fly below the radar — are excelling.
Start with the simplest measure: popularity. Across the country, 13 of the 15 most popular
governors are Republicans. That list does not just include red states. In fact, blue-state Republican
governors like Phil Scott of Vermont, Charlie Baker of Massachusetts and Larry Hogan of Maryland
are among the most popular.
There are many reasons that G.O.P. governors seem to be succeeding. It’s true that governors can’t
take credit for everything. Sometimes they just get lucky. But they do make policy choices, and those
made by governors since the start of Covid have made a difference in particular.
For example, take a look at the most recent Bureau of Labor Statistics data on unemployment. In the
10 states with the lowest rates as of June, eight were led by Republican governors. Several governors
who don’t make frequent appearances in national news stand out, like Pete Ricketts of Nebraska,
Chris Sununu of New Hampshire, Spencer Cox of Utah and Phil Scott of Vermont. Their states have
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unemployment rates under 2.5 percent, and of the 20 states with the lowest unemployment rates,
just four are led by Democrats.
States with Republican governors have also excelled in economic recovery since the start of the
pandemic. Standouts in this measure include Mr. Abbott and Doug Ducey of Arizona.
These results reflect many things — some states have grown and others have shrunk, for example —
but are at least in part a result of policy choices made by their elected leaders since the start of the
pandemic. For example, governors like Kristi Noem in South Dakota often rejected lockdowns and
economic closures.
Republican governors were also far more likely to get children back to in-person school, despite
intense criticism.
Covid policy doesn’t explain everything. Fiscal governance has also made a difference. The Cato
Institute’s Fiscal Report Card on America’s governors for 2020 (the most recent edition available),
which grades them on tax and spending records, gives high marks to many Republicans. Nearly all of
the top-ranked states in this report have Republican governors, like Kim Reynolds of Iowa or Mr.
Ricketts. (Some Democratic governors also ranked highly, including Steve Sisolak of Nevada and Roy
Cooper of North Carolina.) Some have made their mark with employer-attracting tax cuts, others
with spending controls, others with a mixture.
Most states mandate a balanced budget, so taxing and spending policies are important for fiscal
stability. Low taxes tend to attract and keep employers and employees. Restrained budgets help
ensure that taxes can be kept low without sacrificing bond ratings, which may matter if debt-
financed spending is needed in a crisis or to try to stimulate businesses to hire more.
Asa Hutchinson of Arkansas has cut taxes for individuals, reduced the number of tax brackets and cut
the corporate income tax rate. Mr. Sununu has restrained spending, vetoed a payroll tax proposal
and cut business taxes. Brian Kemp of Georgia, by contrast, actually paused some tax cuts that had
been scheduled — and focused almost exclusively on spending restraint, issuing a directive for state
agencies to generate budget cuts and keeping 2020 general fund growth to a tiny 1 percent.
Even in blue Vermont, Mr. Scott — despite being an odd duck among governors because he is not
constrained by a balanced-budget amendment — kept the increase in general fund spendingto an
annual average of just 2.4 percent between 2017 and 2020, and he has also cut taxes. He signed a
bill to ensure that the federal tax reform instituted under Mr. Trump and limiting state and local tax
deductions wouldn’t result in Vermonters getting hammered. He has also cut individual income tax
rates, reduced the number of tax brackets and resisted new payroll taxes in favor of voluntary paid
leave plans for private-sector employers.
Republicans who have a big impact on the day-to-day lives of many Americans — unlike, say,
Representative Kevin McCarthy or certainly Mr. Trump, and in terms of the quality of state
economies, local job markets and education — are delivering. In our federalist system, a lot of power
still sits with states and not the federal government and determines much about citizens’ lives.
This is a big reason that Republicans are well positioned heading into the midterms. It should be a
warning to Joe Biden and Democrats — and to some of the culture warriors. Cable-news combat
over whatever the outrage of the day is may deliver politicians the spotlight. But sound economic
policy and focusing on the job, not theatrics, are delivering basic day-to-day results that Americans
want, need and will reward.
Liz Mair (@LizMair), a strategist for campaigns by Scott Walker, Roy Blunt, Rand Paul, Carly Fiorina
and Rick Perry, is the founder and president of Mair Strategies.
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LJS: Pansing Brooks points to million-dollar House campaign
funding support


 
Democratic congressional nominee Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln said her campaign has passed
the million-dollar fundraising mark after her close battle with Republican Mike Flood of Norfolk in a
June 28 special election that sent Flood to Congress to fill eastern Nebraska's 1st District House seat.
"People across District 1 are worried about the extremism taking place in Washington," Pansing
Brooks said, pointing to the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision that negated the 1973 Roe v. Wade
court ruling that guaranteed a woman's right to seek an abortion.
While Americans are struggling with inflation, Pansing Brooks said, "Washington politicians won't
stop the grenade-launching" and focus on issues important to their constituents. 
Pansing Brooks, who lost to Flood by 6,234 votes in the special election last month, said she has
raised $1,040,172 in campaign funds as of July 18.
Latest campaign finance reports filed with the Federal Election Commission show Flood raised
$1,369,791 during the same period.
Pansing Brooks reported $353,995 in cash on hand; Flood reported $47,434.
The special election last month filled the House seat vacated by the resignation of former Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry following his conviction on charges that he lied to federal officials about illegal foreign
campaign contributions to his 2016 reelection campaign.
The general election in November will determine who holds the House seat for the next two-year
term, beginning in January. 
Democrats have not held the 1st District House seat since Clair Callan of Odell won a single term in
1964.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Sasse, Fischer confident veteran benefit expansion bill
will pass Senate


 
Nebraska’s two U.S. senators expressed confidence that a bill expanding health benefits for veterans
exposed to toxic burn pits in Iraq and Afghanistan will make it across the finish line after they joined
Republican colleagues earlier this week to delay the bill’s passage.
Sens. Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse were among the 41 Republicans in the Senate who moved to force
debate on amendments that would reduce future mandatory spending in the bill. Both Nebraska
senators were among the 84 who voted in favor of another version of the bill last month.
That legislation hit a snag due to a line on nontaxable benefits. The Constitution requires all bills with
tax items to originate in the House. The House passed the bill on an overwhelming 342-88 vote
earlier this month.
This time around some Republican senators said they wanted to take the opportunity to debate
amendments to the legislation. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said he will bring the bill back







to the floor next week, and that he will allow Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., to bring an amendment
addressing mandatory spending to the floor for debate.
The Republican senators who changed their minds, including Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, did
so shortly after West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin announced a deal with Schumer on a separate tax
and spending bill that Republicans are united against.
The delay sparked an outcry from Democrats, some of whom were joined Thursday by comedian Jon
Stewart, who has been an outspoken advocate for the legislation.
“They love to say they support the troops, but they don’t support the troops,” Stewart told reporters
Thursday. “They support the war machine.”
But some Republican senators downplayed the delay as part of the normal process and expressed
optimism about the ultimate fate of the bill.
A spokesperson for Fischer said the senator expects the legislation, known as the PACT Act, to make
it across the finish line next week.
“Sen. Fischer remains committed to getting this bill done,” the spokesperson said.
A spokesman from Sasse’s office also said they expect the bill will become law, adding that “it’s
unfortunate that Democrats are trying to score partisan points.”
“This is part of the legislative process: The Senate passed the bill two weeks ago with Senator Sasse’s
support, the House made some changes so it came back to the Senate, and now the Senate should
include an amendment from Senator Toomey to fix an accounting issue,” the spokesman said.
Toomey, one of the few senators to consistently vote against the bill, has said it creates a “slush
fund” and would create “a huge explosion” in veterans’ funding in the future.
The version passed by the Senate last month would have expanded health care and disability
benefits for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans in response to concerns about their exposure to toxic
burn pits. The military routinely used open burn pits set ablaze with jet fuel to dispose of tires,
batteries, medical waste and other materials during operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.
It was projected to increase federal spending by about $283 billion over 10 years and did not include
offsetting spending cuts or tax increases to help pay for it.
“There are going to be veterans who die between now and when this bill passes,” Senate Veterans
Affairs Chairman Jon Tester said following the delay in the Senate. “I apologize for the dysfunction,
but if we’re able to step up, I think we can right this ship.”
Republican Sen. John Cornyn of Texas, who supported the legislation last month, told reporters he
believes the bill will eventually pass, provided Republicans are allowed debate on their amendments.
Democrats want to pass the bill before they break for the August recess.
The issue is personal for President Joe Biden, who lost his son Beau to brain cancer. Beau Biden
served overseas near burn pits, and Biden has suggested that the toxins from the pits may have
caused the disease. The president mentioned protections for veterans exposed to toxic burn pits in
his first State of the Union address this year.
By Ryan Hoffman
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TV and Radio
Fox News: Gov. Ricketts on educators protesting push to reopen schools amid COVID pandemic
KETV: Governor Ricketts signs bills protecting students from teachers' sexual abuse
 
Governor
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts signs law protecting those who break into vehicles to rescue children
OWH: Installation ceremony for NU President Ted Carter will be held Friday in Lincoln
LJS: Ted Carter to be installed as NU president on Friday
KNEB: New Americans Task Force Selected as ‘People’s Choice’ Winner in Million Dollar Google.org
Impact Challenge.
Hastings Tribune: Mayor feuds with DHHS over HRC plans
LJS: Cindy Lange-Kubick: On hold for unemployment help — 'I've never gotten to speak to anyone'
OWH: Mask mandate appears to be making a difference in Lincoln
OWH: FDA chief Stephen Hahn urges Nebraskans to follow coronavirus recommendations to slow
spread
LJS: City charges Madsen's for defying closure order
OWH: OPS superintendent says she made poor choice of words in comments on 'insidious' attitudes of
some
Sioux City Journal: Wayne State College trying to stay optimistic through fall sports adjustments
Fremont Tribune: First lady Susanne Shore, Hy-Vee present Fremont Family Coalition with donation
 
Coronavirus
NP Telegraph: WCDHD reports 23 new cases of COVID-19, Playhouse says 24 in cast of 'Mamma Mia!'
positive
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LJS: Lancaster County seeing continued declines in new cases following mask mandate, health director
says
LJS: Lancaster County reports 21 new COVID-19 cases
LJS: Lancaster County adds 26 new coronavirus cases
LJS: 12 LPS staff quarantining after 3 teachers test positive
OWH: Nebraska prisons bar visitors again as coronavirus cases increase
OWH: Omaha's emergency mask requirement gains support, but two council members want changes
LJS: Lincoln police enforce closure order at Madsen's
OWH: Will schools be able to stay open? Healthy teachers, testing could be the keys
Scottsbluff SH: Officials: Lack of space in classrooms behind virus concerns
OWH: OPS makes 'difficult decision' to delay start of school until Aug. 18, go fully remote
OWH: UNMC to start third phase of federal COVID-19 drug trial
 
Agency
OWH: More than 2,600 Nebraskans have signed up for expanded Medicaid so far
KSNB: DHHS confirms relocation of Substance Use Disorder Program to Lincoln
 
Legislature
LJS: Don Walton: Big winners emerge from grand legislative bargain
OWH: What to watch for as a Nebraska legislative session like no other ends
LJS: Tax package protects current state programs, according to Appropriations chair
LJS: Sara Howard leaving the Legislature a changed woman
OWH: 'Once-in-a-lifetime lawmaker' Ernie Chambers winds down historic career in Nebraska
Legislature
OWH: Meet Ernie Chambers: Outside of the Nebraska Legislature, he lives a simple life
OWH: Facts and figures from Ernie Chambers' time in Nebraska Legislature
OWH: Check out the poems from State Sen. Chambers' Ernie Grams
 
University
OWH: NU system struggles with recruitment and retention of Black and Hispanic professors
LJS: UNL to host online graduation
OWH: Reports: Big Ten preparing to punt college football for 2020
 
State, Local and Regional
GII: Nebraska among the highest rates of farm bankruptcies
GII: Scaled-back Nebraska State Fair will be celebration of 4-Hand FFA competitors
Scottsbluff SH: Yurts built in Sidney come with a ‘cool factor’
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Nebraska begins a smart strategy to boost local arts economies
OWH Editorial: Omaha's public-private partnership for VA project serves as a national model
OWH Editorial: Nebraska lawmakers must join together to finish 2020 session constructively
OWH Editorial: A rare political success boosts our treasured national parks
OWH Editorial: Blood plasma donations are an important weapon against COVID-19
OWH: Weysan Dun: Don't revoke police officers' qualified immunity
OWH Midlands Voices: New Omaha VA clinic is the fruit of strong collaboration







OWH Midlands Voices: Nebraska child care businesses face enormous challenges
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Pour, Logan show leadership
2.       Mask usage
3.       Appreciate freedom
4.       OPS isn’t the one to blame
5.       In-person instruction needed
6.       Landmark for our society
7.       Chambers always gets a pass
8.       Fischer excuses Trump’s failures
9.       Ricketts 1.0 logic


LJS Editorial, 8/9: 'Grand bargain' by Legislature a throwback to nonpartisanship
LJS Local View: A step beyond punishment
LJS Letters


1.       Not the first, or last, rodeo
2.       It won't be the teachers' fault
3.       Nothing patriotic about rally
4.       StarTran workers serve courageously
5.       Don't rush to open schools
6.       Gage County can cash in on wind
7.       Nation needs to step up again
8.       Bolz brings can-do spirit
9.       COVID relief must grow SNAP funding
10.   An election year like no other
11.   Be careful with your vote
12.   No tax hike for event center
13.   Don't tell doctors how to do job


 
National/Federal
OWH: How much do endorsements matter? Look at Nebraska's 2nd District race with Bacon, Eastman
AP: Obama's Medicaid expansion gainsground
OWH: As lawmakers continue to spar, second round of pandemic relief remains in limbo
AP: Control dispute brews over mask mandates in Iowa
LA Times: U.S. virus cases exceed 5 million
 


KMTV: Gov. Ricketts signs law protecting those who break into vehicles to rescue children
 
OMAHA, Neb. (KMTV) — Gov. Pete Ricketts signed into law a bill that gives legal protection to those
who break into vehicles to rescue an endangered child.
Sen. Bruce Bostelman of Brainard introduced LB832, which is known as the Good Samaritan law. The
bill would provide immunity from civil liability for someone who, for example, breaks a window to save
a baby stranded in a hot car.
“When Nebraskans see a child stranded in a hot car, we want them to take action,” said Gov. Ricketts.
“Sen. Bostelman’s bill protects Good Samaritans who do what’s needed to rescue a child in danger.”
“It’s heartbreaking whenever a child is lost from heatstroke after being trapped in a hot vehicle,” said
Senator Bostelman. “LB 832 raises awareness about these tragedies and empowers Nebraskans to
respond when necessary to save a life.”
The National Safety Council has launched a “Look before You Lock!” campaign to prevent vehicular
heatstroke. Click here to view a list of simple actions that can help keep children safe.
 


OWH: Installation ceremony for NU President Ted Carter will be held Friday in Lincoln
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Ted Carter has spent seven months as the University of Nebraska’s president, but on Friday he will
finally get his inauguration ceremony.
Carter, the former superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, will provide comments — a Ted talk of
sorts — and many others will speak through videorecorded statements.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, leaders of the NU system and members of the Carter family are expected to attend
the ceremony at 2 p.m. at the Lied Center for the Performing Arts in Lincoln. But coronavirus concerns
will minimize the duration, audience and pomp of the ceremony.
The ceremony, often called an investiture or installation, will include gowns and music. The music will
be previously recorded so that bands and musicians won’t have to attend.
Carter’s installation follows an NU Board of Regents meeting at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s
Innovation Campus. That meeting, which will be livestreamed, will start at 8:30 a.m. A link for the
regents’ meeting will be available at the NU Board of Regents’ website. The link for the inauguration
will be at nebraska.edu/president/investiture.
Carter will discuss his strategic plans at both events. Among his priorities, he has said, are graduating a
higher rate of students, improving campus diversity, fixing rundown facilities and compensating
professors more generously.
Carter was chosen last year by the regents to succeed President Hank Bounds, who had resigned.
By Rick Ruggles
 


LJS: Ted Carter to be installed as NU president on Friday
 
Ted Carter will be formally installed as the University of Nebraska's eighth president in a virtual
ceremony Friday during which he will lay out a multiyear vision for growth and success across the NU
campuses.
All Nebraskans are invited to watch the installation, which will begin at 2 p.m. via livestream
at nebraska.edu/president/investiture. The university elected to hold a virtual ceremony instead of an
in-person event given the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
A long-held tradition in academia, an investiture is an opportunity for the university community to
formally welcome a new leader and celebrate the work of the institution.
Friday’s program will include video greetings from students, faculty, staff, administrators and alumni
from across the university system, along with remarks from Gov. Pete Ricketts. Carter will deliver
remarks outlining a five-year vision for NU’s future, informed by a system-wide strategic planning
process that he began shortly after assuming his new role in January.
As the chief executive officer of the four-campus NU system, Carter is responsible for overall university
operations and implementation of Board of Regents policies and goals.
 


KNEB: New Americans Task Force Selected as ‘People’s Choice’ Winner in Million Dollar
Google.org Impact Challenge.
 
Nebraska – Today, New Americans Task Force was named the Google.org Impact
Challenge Nebraska ‘People’s Choice’ winner and awarded an additional $125,000, bringing the total
awards for Nebraska nonprofits to $1 million total.
Governor Pete Ricketts (R-NE) was on hand to congratulate the winners. “We are very grateful for
Google’s continued investment in Nebraska,” said Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts. “These funds will
go far in helping deserving nonprofits create innovative solutions for their communities and accelerate
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economic growth across the state.”
The virtual celebration included a panel discussion with the local judges for the Impact Challenge and
touched on everything from how to operate during the pandemic to best practices for supporting
underrepresented communities now and moving forward.
“Google is proud to support the innovative ideas of these five nonprofits as they work to create
economic opportunity,” said Dan Harbeke, Regional Head of External Affairs for Google. “A special
congratulations to our ‘People’s Choice’ winner, New Americans Task Force: Career Ladder. Their
mission to provide step-by-step assistance to skilled immigrants and refugees that will help them re-
enter their former careers here, in Nebraska, is inspiring and essential.”
New Americans Task Force was a finalist for the ‘People’s Choice’ award alongside four
other Google.org Impact Challenge Nebraska winners. All five winners received an initial $175,000 last
week when Google opened public voting and asked Nebraska to choose the one nonprofit that they
believe has put forth the most innovative and impactful proposal to create economic opportunity in
their communities.
“It’s an honor to be recognized as the ‘People’s Choice’ winner for the Google.org Impact Challenge
here in Nebraska,” said Lee Kreimer, Programs Manager at the Asian Community & Cultural Center and
co-chair of the New Americans Task Force. “We are incredibly excited to provide more tools to New
Americans to help them build strong lives as they look to become successful in our community. We are
stronger when all of our voices are heard and served.”
Google.org Impact Challenge Nebraska ‘People’s Choice’ Winner:


·         New Americans Task Force: CareerLadder (Lincoln) – connects Lincoln’s immigrants and
refugees to high-skill and high-wage career pathways.


Google.org Impact Challenge Winners:
·         Greater Omaha Worklab (GrOW) (Omaha) – partners with employers and nonprofit


organizations by offering resource navigation and personalized coaching to help people
achieve success in their lives.


·         Kearney Works (Kearney) – tackles the issue of rural workforce development through services
to help clients to be well prepared for the labor pool.


·         Metropolitan Community College (Omaha) – prepares Omaha Correctional Center residents
for successful re-entry into the workforce.


·         Native360 Loan Fund, Inc. (Grand Island) – provides affordable capital and technical assistance
to Native American business owners.


The Google.org Impact Challenge Nebraska winners were chosen by an all-star panel of judges
including:


·         Garry Clark – Executive Director, Greater Fremont Development Council
·         Shonna Dorsey – Independent Talent Development Consultant
·         Jane Miller – President & Chief Operating Officer, Gallup Inc.
·         Owen Palm – CEO, 21st Century Equipment
·         Yesenia Peck – Diversity Manager, Nebraska Public Power District and President, Nebraska


Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
·         John Wirtz – Chief Product Officer, Hudl


Google announced the Google.org Impact Challenge Nebraska last year. In their 2019 Economic Impact
Report, Google announced that Google that businesses in Nebraska generated $3.58 billion of
economic activity for 7,300 Nebraska organizations by using Google’s search and advertising tools. The
full report details Google’s economic impact state-by-state, and features the stories of businesses
fueling that growth, creating job opportunities, and transforming their communities.
 


Hastings Tribune: Mayor feuds with DHHS over HRC plans
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Hastings’ mayor and the head of the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services are clashing
over plans to move troubled youth to the Hastings Regional Center campus.
On July 15, DHHS announced plans to transition the female Youth Rehabilitation & Treatment Center
program to the Hastings Regional Center campus in October. The department would move the current
clinical programming in Hastings — substance use disorder services for male youth — to the Whitehall
campus in Lincoln.
To accommodate the YRTC, DHHS plans to renovate a newly finished building designed for SUD
services, otherwise known as a chemical dependency program.
In a letter sent Thursday to the state agency’s CEO, Dannette Smith, and copied to media, Mayor Corey
Stutte said the Hastings facility was built for the chemical dependency program, but has never been
occupied. He said the walls would need to be reinforced, windows would need to be replaced, and
fencing and other security measures would need to be installed for it to be ready for the YRTC to move
into. He also questioned the source of the funding for the renovations.
“I once again find myself deeply disappointed with your agency,” Stutte said. “The lack of transparency
to our community, the Legislature, the taxpayers and your employees is disheartening. We want this
successful program to remain in Hastings, and I urge you to use the facility at HRC as it was
appropriated, intended and constructed for.”
Khalilah LeGrand, director of communication for DHHS, provided a statement addressing Stutte’s
concerns.
“CEO Smith continues to be clear and transparent in her communication and thoughtful and
methodical in her approach to decision-making,” she said. “She has already had two meetings with
Mayor Stutte. The most recent convening included representatives from the Chamber of Commerce,
law enforcement, the county attorney, members of the City Council and other key stakeholders from
Hastings. The tenor of the meeting was one wherein participants were open to continued dialogue.
“Moreover, three committees were established during the meeting that will address community
engagement, campus planning and public safety. CEO Smith looks forward to meeting with the mayor
again soon and continued cooperation with the community.”
LeGrand said they are in process of making some additional improvements to bring the buildings up to
regulation, which entail applying a coating over the drywall, adding film to the windows and installing a
fence.
“While there will be some additional costs for these structural enhancements, DHHS has continually
prioritized the best interest of youth when making decisions,” she said. “This includes ensuring the
proper educational, behavioral and environmental supports, so that these young people and their
families will be better prepared for their successful transition back into the community. The
development of the YRTC System is aimed at addressing the individual needs of the youth in
treatment.”
Because the building was built for the specific purpose of housing a chemical dependency program,
Stutte said, it would take legislative action to repurpose it for another use.
Stutte shared information he received from the Legislative Fiscal Office on Friday:
“Hastings Regional Center is a separate program under DHHS that is appropriated funding separately
from all other DHHS programs. The original appropriation in 2013 for the Hastings Regional Center
Chemical Dependency Program was $5,210,000. These funds cannot be moved without changes in
legislation.”
Stutte also was disappointed to discover through a third party that the department planned to move
forward with plans to move the chemical dependency program to Lincoln even though the YRTC move
had been postponed to March 2021.







LB1140, which was passed by the Nebraska Legislature on July 31, prohibits the establishment of a new
YRTC or establishment or move of an YRTC to a new or existing state or private facility until March 30,
2021, after the completion of the required planning process. Gov. Pete Ricketts signed the bill into law.
Stutte said the passage of the bill should have caused the department to delay all the transitions in the
plan, including moving the chemical dependency program from Hastings to Lincoln.
“If this is your plan, it certainly seems to go against the spirit of the legislative action taken last month
and the fact that I’ve learned about this secondhand indicates that our discussions to this point have
not taken place in good faith,” Stutte wrote to Smith. “Once again, I don’t appreciate learning this from
a third party. We deserve better from our state agencies — especially from a CEO who looked me in
the eyes and told me that they were here to work with our community.”
LeGrand said DHHS will be required to submit an operations plan prior to the move for the YRTC
transition, but the chemical dependency program move is separate.
“The SUD program is not impacted by this legislative action, and that program remains on schedule to
transition in October,” she said. “DHHS continues to prepare for the YRTC transition to Hastings in
March, where the female youth will participate in programming from newly-completed facilities. DHHS
will work with teammates in Hastings to identify their best options to continue serving Nebraska youth,
both during the period between the SUD transfer away from Hastings and the YRTC transfer to
Hastings, and longer term.”
In accordance with employee labor contracts, and the specific needs of the various youth facilities
around the state, LeGrand said current employees in Hastings may continue to work in Hastings or
transfer to one of the other facilities. Hastings employees will receive training for new assignments as
necessary. DHHS leadership continues to provide updates to staff as appropriate. No reduction in
Hastings staffing is planned.
Taylor Gage, the governor’s public relations director, said Ricketts supports Smith’s plans for both the
YRTC and SUD programs.
But Stutte said the employee profiles are much different between those addressing substance abuse
and the staff of a YRTC.
Instead of moving the successful chemical dependency program from HRC, Stutte proposes that
another building be constructed to house youth for the YRTC program. Considering the money that
would be spent to retrofit the original building for YRTC use, he said, his proposal could be more cost-
effective.
“There’s plenty of room out there on the regional center campus,” he said. “When we’re already going
to be spending money on the building, I think it’s smarter to apply that money to a new building. We
have the work force to be able to support both programs.”
By Will Vraspir
 


LJS: Cindy Lange-Kubick: On hold for unemployment help — 'I've never gotten to speak to
anyone'
 
DeAnna Stewart is waiting.
She’s waited seven weeks for her first unemployment check.
She’s waited hours for someone to answer the state Department of Labor helpline.
She waited for 45 minutes the morning she called promptly at 8 a.m. and was told she was No. 1 in the
queue, then went crazy listening to the tinkling of pre-recorded piano music.
“I finally hung up,” Stewart said last week, taking a break from her part-time job delivering flowers. “It’s
smash-your-head-into-the-wall type of stuff.”







Plenty of people are smashing their heads into walls in 2020.
The state ombudsman’s office has received 408 unemployment complaints so far this year, Deputy
State Ombudsman Carl Eskridge said. He expects the number — which averaged 18 a year the past five
years — to top 600.
That seems about right. The system is flooded with tens of thousands of new claims.
An endless queue of filers left jobless by a pandemic.
Between the third week of March and the first of August, the Nebraska Department of Labor has
recorded 165,255 regular unemployment claims and 38,206 pandemic assistance claims,
spokeswoman Grace Johnson said.
That doesn’t count the ongoing weekly claims for payment — 65,329 last week alone.
Those paid to help are toiling away.
Approximately 50 contracted workers are answering phones, Johnson said.
And in late April, Gov. Pete Ricketts awarded a $1.7 million emergency contract to Nelnet, authorizing
the temporary hiring of 58 Nelnet employees to help 70 Nebraska Department of Labor adjudicators —
more are being hired — with the logjam.
The call specialists resolve the problems they can, Johnson said, and refer the rest to a claims specialist
or adjudicator.
The department has a goal: 75% of first payments in your pocket within 28 days.
Last month, it inched past it by a half a percentage point. (And it's exceeded that by double digits in the
past.)
Ombudsman Eskridge understands the challenges.
“They’ve had so many more claims than they’ve ever had before. It’s been overwhelming.”
He also understands the frustration of the unemployed whose claims are in limbo.
“The phone call system has not worked at all,” he said. “That’s the most frustrating part.”
Department of Labor staff are working hard, he said. Nine-hour days and weekend hours, too.
“They need to be encouraged.”
But technology isn’t helping as much as it should, he said, including the website and its format for
applying.
“That’s a whole different problem … other states have had a lot of issues with their unemployment
problems using that process.”
LaShara Ways can verify that.
The first several weeks she tried to file for post-pandemic unemployment — after a job she was set to
start March 23 fell through March 22 — she couldn’t figure out how to complete the application.
When she finally figured it out, her claim kept showing up as pending.
She called the help line (855-995-8863) and waited on hold — No. 80 in line.
“Eventually, it offered me the option to be called without losing my place.”
She took it.
Three-and-a-half hours later, her phone rang. She was washing her hands and couldn’t answer in time.
She rushed to return the call. Now there were 130 people ahead of her in the queue and the office was
closing in 90 minutes.
“I’ve never gotten to speak to anyone.”
She’s hanging on, Ways said Friday, but barely.
She’s still working 10 hours a week at her airport job (the one she planned to quit for a better paying
gig in March). But she still hasn’t received her $1,200 stimulus check or the refund from the federal tax
return she filed in May.
“I’m scraping by on a tiny little paycheck and thank God for my parents.”







Stewart is hanging on, too.
She’d quit her full-time job in early March to focus on the nonprofit she’d started two years ago — at
the exact wrong pre-pandemic shutdown time — and then waited 13 weeks to qualify for benefits,
dutifully logging in every week to file a claim during her “disqualification” period.
She figured the money would start coming the following week. “I thought I’d start getting checks, but I
didn’t and I still haven’t.”
And she’s tried communicating with the unemployment folks in every way possible, she said.
She’s emailed. Sent messages via the website. She’s called the unemployment hotline and the
governor’s office.
“Usually, I’m in tears by the end of the conversation.”
So far, the gubernatorial pipeline has been the only way she’s had success talking to a real person —
and yet she’s still dipping into savings waiting for her money.
“Every time you call, you get someone else and you start all over again,” she said.
Hello? Can anyone help me?
The Nebraska Department of Labor unemployment help line is 855-995-8863.
The state ombudsman's office is also assisting people having trouble getting unemployment claims
resolved.
It can be reached at ombbud@leg.ne.gov or by calling 402-471-2035 or by filling out a complaint form
online at nebraskalegislature.gov/divisions/ombud-filing.php
One employee told her she didn’t see any reason why she wouldn’t be getting checks and that she’d
move her case to a claims specialist, Stewart said.
She never heard back.
She called again and was told a change in the law in 2018 meant she didn’t qualify.
“I’m really confused.”
Thursday, she filed a complaint with the ombudsman’s office.
“I just want the money I paid in, I’ve been working since I was 15.”
Eskridge and several employees are working on cases.
State senators refer constituents and citizens simply call. Some are angry and most are frustrated.
“I have had some cases, say moms with kids with disabilities and no money, and they’re just
desperate,” Eskridge said.
Ways figures she’d be homeless with her two kids if she didn’t have financial help from family.
“And that can’t last forever.”
She wants a job — and she’s applying for work every week — but she also wants the benefits she is
eligible for, or to find out why she isn’t.
After my first week of furlough from the Journal Star in mid-April, I filed for unemployment. That check
arrived promptly, but I never received the check from my second furloughed week at the end of the
month.
I can empathize with Ways and Stewart and the woman who contacted the paper Friday wanting help
for an unemployed relative who’d already “jumped through several hoops” working to resolve a
claim: She is remaining on hold now about two hours later, listening to the same on-hold music with no
voice interruptions. We called the number on a different phone and was caller number 61. … Are you
asking why is this silly person contacting the newspaper? Frustration abounds. Work is being sought,
unemployment is zero, there is a problem with the unemployment account and here we sit — listening
to the same wearing piano music — no help in sight.
I felt her pain. I had also waited on hold until I was ready to choke Chopin.
Johnson from the Department of Labor said wait times vary, but have been averaging a little more than
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an hour. Sometimes less.
On Wednesday, the line received 2,581 calls, down 689 from Tuesday.
Like Ways, I have missed call-backs that came hours after I’d left my number. Like Stewart, I waited
weeks after being told (by very nice call center specialists) that “someone” would call me back
“sometime.”
But I did finally get a call.
Thursday afternoon, after I’d contacted the Nebraska Department of Labor about this story.
The nice woman on the line quickly resolved my problem.
I thought I’d share the number with the hundreds of others waiting to resolve their claims and get their
money.
But the number that showed up in my call log turned out to be the general helpline number — where I
was caller No. 102 at 2:41 p.m.
I waited for 103 minutes until the call abruptly went dead.
When I called back, I was No. 106.
I gave up.
By Cindy Lange-Kubick
 


OWH: Mask mandate appears to be making a difference in Lincoln
 
As Omaha debates whether and how and when to set a masking order, Lincoln’s mask mandate just
might be working.
In the nearly three weeks since the City of Lincoln mandated masks, Lancaster County’s average daily
count of new cases over seven days has dropped from 48 immediately after the order started to 29 on
Friday.
The most recent daily figures are even lower. On Friday, Lancaster County added 22 new cases.
That gets Lancaster County closer to a rate at which University of Nebraska Medical Center experts
advise that schools could safely consider reopening — though still higher than recommended.
Lancaster County’s positivity rate also is dropping — from 8.3% the week Lincoln’s mask mandate
started to 5.9% so far this week. Public health experts say a 5% positivity rate or lower points to less
community spread of the virus.
“We are encouraged by the trends we’ve seen,” Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said Friday.
Pat Lopez, director of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, said the trend is moving in the
right direction, and officials see a relationship between mask-wearing and decreasing infections.
Still, she cautioned that officials want to see another week of numbers.
“The bottom line is we are seeing fewer infections,” Lopez said.
Nebraska’s daily average, tallied from the previous seven days of new cases, has sat above 270 new
cases a day since July 25. As of Thursday, Nebraska had 294 new cases a day in its seven-day average.
Nebraska was last above 300 new cases a day about May 20.
Douglas County’s daily average was 140 as of Friday — and had been around that level for two weeks.
Douglas County was last at that level in early June.
Lincoln’s mayor said Friday that Lincoln has not contained community transmission of the virus and a
high risk of its spread remains.
With K-12 schools and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln about to return, Gaylor Baird said, “so much
is at stake right now.”
“We need everyone pulling together to protect this community,” she said.
Dr. Mark Rupp, chief of the infectious diseases division at UNMC, said Lincoln’s data is consistent with



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fomahas-emergency-mask-requirement-gains-support-but-2-council-members-want-changes%2Farticle_c60e6401-8a5f-53bf-9425-d87de69061ca.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf51c399da170454e059608d83d376a98%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637326655538606447&sdata=onBHXnRL%2BahqMxGQTCGJvlqTEreGpVW4aJIYEoyigt0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fmasks-now-required-in-lincoln-mayor-stothert-not-pushing-for-omaha-mandate%2Farticle_a3e95184-bca1-5b77-9516-de8d69f239d6.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf51c399da170454e059608d83d376a98%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637326655538606447&sdata=eD%2FkMjAf4LRDRovtlpzZ5a%2BoQ3VnAsi611Uz6HO%2Bw5U%3D&reserved=0





the dynamics of the virus and suggest that wearing masks has an effect on cases.
Rupp also pointed to reports from Kansas that counties with a mask mandate saw dramatic decreases
in cases, compared with no difference in cases for counties where masks were merely recommended.
“When you put it all together, it adds to the data that this does work,” Rupp said.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts is against implementing a mask mandate statewide and threatened a
lawsuit as Douglas County’s health director moved toward a mask mandate within the city of Omaha.
Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief medical officer, said in a statement this week that “our public
health experts are closely monitoring the increase in cases, and we’re continually evaluating the
impact of COVID-19 on the state.”
Anthone said that masks matter in the fight against the virus and that Ricketts and the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services continue to ask people to wear them, watch their distance
and wash their hands.
Said Anthone, “All of us are playing a vital role in the response and progress is dependent on a shared
responsibility to protect ourselves and others.”
Nebraska’s positivity rate continues to be high. From last Friday through Thursday, the positivity rate
was 11%.
For the last two weeks, Douglas County’s rate has been at or just below 11%, as well.
Since last Saturday, Douglas County has officially recorded two deaths related to COVID-19; 136 people
with COVID-19 have died throughout the pandemic.
Statewide, 345 have died as of Friday — up from 332 last Sunday.
Hospital capacity held for the week. Across Nebraska, hospitals had 151 patients with a confirmed
COVID-19 case as of Thursday, which is up from 103 on July 25.
Omaha area hospitals had 108 patients with a confirmed COVID-19 case as of Friday’s count, up from
72 on July 26.
But in the metro area, the number of patients on a ventilator rose sharply in the last week — from four
last Friday to 15 this Friday.
Rupp said that even though COVID-19 figures have not risen dramatically, he sees troublesome signs of
a slow wave approaching over the next month.
He warned that the community needs to be extremely careful right now.
“Now is the time you need to take the action.”
By Jeffrey Robb
 


OWH: FDA chief Stephen Hahn urges Nebraskans to follow coronavirus recommendations
to slow spread
 
Nebraskans must stick to the common-sense measures health officials have recommended in order to
lower the state’s increase in positive test rates, the head of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration said
Friday.
Wearing masks, staying socially distant, avoiding crowds, washing hands properly and staying home
when sick are among the things Nebraskans must do to drive down COVID-19 positivity rates, Dr.
Stephen Hahn, the FDA’s commissioner, said in a phone interview.
Such steps have worked in parts of the Sun Belt that have mitigated surges in those areas.
“The path forward is with those common-sense measures,” Hahn said, noting that “we have it in our
power” to slow the outbreak.
Hahn’s comments came two days after Dr. Deborah Birx, who serves with Hahn on the White House
coronavirus task force, mentioned Omaha as being among 10 areas of the country exhibiting troubling
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coronavirus numbers.
Birx also mentioned in a private call with state and local officials that she had seen encouraging signs
across the South, although Atlanta remained an area of concern. Details of the call were obtained by
the Center for Public Integrity.
Hahn said the first factor the task force uses in evaluating a city or state’s risk level is the rate of
positive tests it’s reporting. Even if it’s a relatively small increase, he said, “that’s the first sign that
there might be community spread.”
Douglas County’s positivity rate for the current week stood at 10.89% on Friday, although the figure
won’t be finalized until Sunday night. The number is up from about 7% in mid-July. Weekly tallies of
new cases have also increased in the state as a whole over the past several weeks, although some
counties have reported no cases in the past 14 days.
Early intervention in such situations is important, Hahn said. State leaders have worked to emphasize
the importance of wearing masks and social distancing. Some states have also taken steps such as
closing bars.
Birx and President Donald Trump praised Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey on Wednesday for reducing the
state’s case counts, CNN reported.
After case counts surged earlier this summer, the Arizona governor closed bars, gyms, movie theaters
and water parks at the end of June and prohibited events with more than 50 people.
Ducey stopped short of a mask mandate, as has Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Hahn said each state has to figure out the best approach for its residents.
“But it is people following these approaches, that’s our way out of this,” he said.
Trump said Wednesday that Birx would be visiting Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and
Arkansas, according to a Fox News report.
Hahn said he was not sure about such a visit.
The FDA, meanwhile, is preparing to review data from large-scale trials for several COVID-19 vaccine
candidates.
In a Wednesday opinion piece in the Washington Post, Hahn provided assurances that efforts to
develop a vaccine against the novel coronavirus will adhere to all safety standards, despite their
accelerated pace.
Hahn wrote that he has been asked repeatedly whether there has been inappropriate pressure placed
on the FDA to make decisions that are not based on good data and good science.
“I have repeatedly said that all FDA decisions have been, and will continue to be, based solely on good
science and data,” he wrote. “The public can count on that commitment.”
Any authorized or approved COVID-19 vaccine would need to show that it prevents the disease or
decreases its severity in at least 50% of people who are vaccinated, he wrote.
“We’re going to call the balls and strikes on this one,” he said, “and we’re going to do it with our typical
high standard.”
Hahn also encouraged people who have recovered from COVID-19 to consider donating blood plasma
that can be given to ill people. While clinical trials are still underway to evaluate the effectiveness of
the treatment, it has proven to be safe.
Locally, both the American Red Cross and the Nebraska Community Blood Bank have put out calls for
Nebraskans to donate what’s known as convalescent plasma.
By Julie Anderson
 


LJS: City charges Madsen's for defying closure order
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The city of Lincoln on Friday night charged Madsen's Bowling & Billiards with violating a closure order,
capping a week of tit-for-tat squabbling over alleged violations of directed health measures.
A court date is set for Aug. 28.
Madsen's was still open for business Friday night, seven days after the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department first ordered it closed for what the city's health department said were flagrant violations,
which included staff and customers not wearing face masks. 
The charge, filed in Lancaster County Court, had not yet reached owner Benjamin Madsen on Friday
night, he said.
Violation of the closure order is punishable by a $500 fine and six months in jail. 
"As this has not been given to me yet, I have no comment," Madsen said in a text to the Journal Star. 
It's unclear if Madsen's will reopen Saturday or if city officials will take further steps to close the
business.
On Friday afternoon, Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird appeared to be trying to minimize the ongoing
showdown over Madsen's refusal to close for continued violations of local coronavirus restrictions.
The mayor said she remained unconcerned over the appearance of involving police to force a
business's shutdown as the fallout from the first challenge over Lancaster County's pandemic
restrictions continued to unfold.
“I’m concerned about the health and safety of our community,” Gaylor Baird told reporters at an
afternoon news conference. “I’m concerned about keeping schools open, and I’m concerned about our
economic recovery. And this conflict is small compared to what’s at stake.”
Madsen’s attorney, J.L. Spray, reached out to the city Friday to ask what the business could do to
remain open, Gaylor Baird said.
The Health Department then provided the business with an example of what that plan would look like,
but city spokeswoman Diane Gonzolas confirmed Friday night that Madsen's had "not submitted a
plan."
On Thursday, hours after a Lincoln judge tossed out the city's complaint seeking an injunction to close
the business, Health Department staff observed violations at the business and issued a second closure
order.
The Health Department on Friday morning arrived at the business and posted signs saying that
Madsen's was closed until authorized to reopen by interim Health Director Pat Lopez.
Madsen arrived a short time later and took down the signs. The business then opened at its normal 11
a.m. time, with a handful of customers filing in for the lunch hour.
"This fight is far from over," Madsen said in a Facebook video Friday morning. "But they will not defeat
me. … They pushed back, and I'm going to push back even harder."
City officials Friday continued to express confidence that Madsen’s defiance would not unleash a train
of other businesses bucking the local coronavirus rules.
But Lincoln Independent Business Association Executive Director Bud Synhorst, who visited Madsen's
on Friday morning, said some business owners are keeping a close eye on the case and more than a
dozen local businesses have reached out to LIBA and expressed support for Madsen.
At this point, Madsen's next step is likely to ask for a hearing before the health director.
"We do expect the business to comply," Lopez said of the city's mask mandate and requirement that
businesses open to the public implement measures to ensure people are social distancing. "They have
to comply."
Back at the bowling alley/pool hall near 48th and Holdrege streets, several lunch-time customers told
the Journal Star they chose to patronize the business for the first time after its ownership pushed back
against the city's leadership.







Many customers who went into Madsen's in the hours after it opened Friday were wearing or carrying
masks, even though the business was not requiring them.
Charlie Troxel said he plays pool with friends every Friday during lunch. While he wears a mask while
ordering food and checking out pools balls, his group would later take their masks off because they
observe social distancing recommendations.
"We play over in a corner, so we're not interacting with anyone," Troxel said. "We won't wear masks,
because we determined we're not infectious."
Richard Esquivel, who was among several people waiting to get into the business when it opened, said
he believed the conflict between Madsen's and the city was about the ideals he fought for as a
member of the military.
"This is not a health issue to me, this is a constitutional issue," Esquivel said. "The Constitution gives us
a right to live. The health issue, everybody's responsible for their own actions. If you don't want to
come here, that's fine, you have the right.
"But you should not close the business, you should not take the rights of other people," he added.
On Thursday afternoon, Lancaster County District Judge John Colborn essentially said in his ruling that
the city doesn't need a court to order Madsen's to close. It already has a way to get it done: police and
deputies.
"The court does not decide, however, whether the directed health measures 2020-07 (the "DHM") is
valid, either generally or as applied to Madsen Bowling," he said in the nine-page order.
Asked Friday about the delayed police involvement in the case, Gaylor Baird said the city has sought to
focus on education and work with businesses to protect employees and patrons.
“This is obviously an unprecedented situation where someone has not been eager to work with us to
keep our community safe,” the mayor said.
City Attorney Yohance Christie said the violation couldn’t be directly compared to the police
enforcement of the mayor’s curfew implemented to prevent rioting in May.
Although Colborn’s decision forced the city to enforce its closure order by using the police, the city has
sought to treat it as a civil matter, he said.
“The other situation,” he said of the curfew violation response, “was not exactly a civil matter.”
Lincoln is the only city in Nebraska that has a mask mandate, and the Health Department and Gaylor
Baird instituted the measure July 20 despite opposition from Gov. Pete Ricketts.
"This is exactly why the governor has opposed mandates in general," Ricketts spokesperson Taylor
Gage said of the Madsen's situation Friday. "The better approach would be to focus on education and
to seek voluntary compliance, which will have better results for the community in the long run."
Lincoln residents can’t just wish themselves into a time free of coronavirus restrictions, Gaylor Baird
said.
And when one person or business flouts safety measures, it risks everyone’s health because of the
interconnectedness of the community, she said.
“Weak links in the chain affect us all,” the mayor said.
By Chris Dunker and Riley Johnson
 


OWH: OPS superintendent says she made poor choice of words in comments on 'insidious'
attitudes of some
 
The night before Omaha Public Schools Superintendent Cheryl Logan pulled the plug on in-person
classes to start the school year, her frustration boiled over.
In a Zoom meeting with a South Omaha neighborhood group Thursday night, Logan blasted what she







perceived as the priorities and attitudes of other parents and community members during the
coronavirus pandemic. For example, she said, she gets 25 angry calls a day about whether kids will be
allowed to play football.
Logan also said some people “in the western part of this community” seemed to want OPS to close its
doors to prevent the spread of the virus — so other schools could remain open and sports could
continue — with little concern for how it would hurt the district’s students.
“They are much more concerned with, you know, can their kids play sports, and, you know, if your kids
have to stay home, so be it,” she said. “It’s bad. I’m telling you, I’ve seen the worst of humanity during
this time. I’ve seen some good, but … I have definitely seen the worst of humanity during this time.”
Logan told the Zoom audience that she knew that her comments might be construed as political but
that “it’s the most insidious, awful, self-serving thing I have ever been a part of,” she said. “The whole
notion that … of sacrificing our children’s education so that others don’t have to, it’s just …”
On Friday, Logan announced that the district would push the start of school back a week and go to all-
remote learning through October amid the rising number of COVID-19 cases in Douglas County.
In a statement later, Logan said the past five months of the pandemic have been incredibly difficult for
OPS families, staff and the entire community.
“None of us wanted to be in this position,” she said. “I have witnessed, up-close and personal, the
emotional toll this pandemic has taken on families.”
Still, she conceded that she “could and should have chosen my words more gracefully. My intent was
not to offend anyone.”
Superintendent Cheryl Logan's statement
“These past five months have been some of the most challenging we’ve ever navigated — challenging
for our community, our families and for our team of devoted educators and administrators who have
worked diligently to prepare for the re-opening of our schools. None of us wanted to be in this
position.
“I have witnessed, up-close and personal, the emotional toll this pandemic has taken on families.
“My passion and intensity stem from the same place my drive to lead this school district to the very
best of my ability does — a lifelong commitment to children, to being a voice for children and to doing
what’s right for children. That said, I acknowledge that I could and should have chosen my words more
gracefully. My intent was not to offend anyone, but to convey my deep, personal commitment to
ensuring equitable opportunities and support for all our students and for their academic and social-
emotional well-being. Above all, our kids’ health and safety must come first.”
At least one parent objected to Logan’s remarks, commenting on the video recording of the meeting
posted to Facebook that she lives in west Omaha and is “completely floored and angered to be called
insidious, self serving and the most awful thing she has been involved with.”
“I want the best education for my child,” Jennifer Dods Knight wrote. “Spring was horrible in the name
of ‘equity.’ Although teachers and many many students had the ability to learn remotely, they didn’t.
They were held back. Because of that huge education hit, I want the best education for my child now.”
Logan did not elaborate on what she meant by OPS students being shortchanged for the benefit of
other students. At another point, she seemed to suggest that OPS was facing outside pressure to keep
its students home but did not say from whom.
It’s unclear if she was talking about OPS parents in west Omaha or suburban parents in neighboring
school districts like Millard, Elkhorn and Westside.
Speaking before the announcement was made to push back the start of school, Logan answered
questions Thursday on what the bar would be for closing school and switching to remote-only learning,
about the OPS nurses who have formed contact tracing teams and about how school meals would be
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handled on the days kids learned from home.
She also referred to conversations with an elected official who she said might have the initials “P.R.” —
presumably, Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts — who was initially unhappy with her decision to close
schools in March. She also alluded to his warning to local governments that if they required people
to wear masks in county buildings, they wouldn’t be eligible for federal COVID-19 money. But she said
that rule didn’t apply to schools.
“The governor has frequently praised Dr. Logan’s leadership in closing schools early in March,” Taylor
Gage, a spokesman for Ricketts, said Friday. “At no point has the Governor prohibited schools from
requiring masks, and he supports the decisions of school boards to incorporate them into their
reopening plans. … In fact, the Governor has directed his team to provide masks for OPS, which we
have delivered to them.”
While South Omaha has been a hot spot for coronavirus cases, Logan said Thursday that it’s not just
those schools that she was worried about. Lots of OPS kids live in one neighborhood but opt into a
different school miles away.
Athletes testing positive seem to be clustered more in the western part of the district, she said, but
“we’ve seen the kind of spread with our young people all over; it didn’t really matter what ZIP code.”
Meeting attendee Janet Bonet thanked her, saying, “Your little soapbox speech tonight really gave me
hope.”
Logan said the district would continue to control everything it could, but “we really need to get our
kids back in school.”
Asked Friday afternoon what changed in less than 24 hours, Logan said there were new warnings about
rising case levels in Omaha. On top of that, a number of staff members had to be tested or quarantined
because of possible COVID-19 exposures after being back for only a few days to receive training and
set up their classrooms.
By Erin Duffy and Stu Pospisil
 


Sioux City Journal: Wayne State College trying to stay optimistic through fall sports
adjustments
 
Even though the Wayne State College student-athletes won’t be able to compete for NCAA Division II
championships, Wildcats athletics director Mike Powicki believes there’s some optimism in sight.
The NCAA announced earlier this week that Division II and Division III schools will not get to compete
for national championships in fall sports, but schools may choose to play its regular seasons in the fall
with reduced schedules.
Last week, the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference — which Wayne State competes in —
announced a schedule change that pushes back the first day of practices as well as competitions.
For the sports of football and cross country, the first permissible practice will be Sept. 2 with the first
date of competition scheduled for Sept. 26.
The first permissible practice for volleyball and soccer programs will be Sept. 8 with the first date of
competition scheduled for Oct. 2.
The announcements throughout the last few days haven't surprised Powicki.
“We’re trying to make the best decisions possible,” Powicki said. “Everyone is affected. There are a lot
of individuals who will try their best to look out for their safety. There’s lots of information and
uncertainty out there.
“We’re creatures of habit to plan out the next steps and control what we can control,” Powicki added.
“It’s been frustrating on a lot of levels. It’s no one’s fault.”
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Powicki has spent time on the phone recently, with fellow NSIC athletic directors to decide what the
best steps are going forward.
Powicki and the other ADs had meetings on Thursday and Friday, and according to the Wayne State
AD, the administrators will have multiple calls next week gathering information on how to further
proceed. Not every question has been answered.
Powicki will also be involved on calls with the NCAA Board of Governors.
Earlier in the spring, the NCAA advised the schools some guidelines in order to keep student-athletes
safe.
Some of those guidelines — which were intended as recommendations — had to do with social
distancing, mask wearing and testing strategies.
On Wednesday, the NCAA Board of Governors turned those recommendations into mandates.
The NCAA asked its schools to follow federal, state and local guidelines related to COVID-19. Further,
the conduct of NCAA championships must be in line with federal, state and local guidelines.
There are five states that cover the NSIC: Nebraska, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa and North Dakota.
Powicki admitted that having a five-state area makes things difficult, as each state has its own
regulations. He hopes to learn more about those guidelines in the weeks to come.
“There’s lots of governance, and we must be very diligent,” Powicki said.
Powicki believes that the Wildcats can succeed in terms of testing. The NCAA released some guidelines
Friday about testing, which says results from tests should be obtained within 72 hours.
“We’re really fortunate to have a supportive governor (Pete Ricketts) who has been instrumental in
helping our institutions and Nebraska state college system to obtain tests,” Powicki said. “We are
getting tests but we don’t have them yet. There are a lot of processes but we’re making sure we have
an effective strategy in turning them around.”
Powicki has spoken with first-year football coach John McMenamin several times a week throughout
the pandemic. Their offseason hasn’t been what the Wildcats had wanted with bringing in a new
coaching staff, but the ninth-year AD appreciated the hard work and effort McMenamin has shown.
“I feel for McMenamin, and all of our coaches,” Powicki said. “They missed out on spring football, and
having to implement the new schemes, language and staff. Yes, we’re here to win games and play
football, but we’re providing additional relationships. Having lost on that, of course, is a challenge. His
mindset has been good.”
Powicki also feels for Scott Kneifl, the Wildcats’ volleyball coach.
The Wildcats had high expectations for the 2020 season. Wayne State went 24-7, and it bowed out of
the first round of the NSIC tournament to St. Cloud State.
When Kneifl had to break the news to his team, then having to read the messages in a group chat, his
heart dropped into his stomach.
“This is a huge part of their lives,” Kneifl said. “It’s just disheartening NCAA canceling the fall
championships. At our level, our girls don’t just come to play, they come to play championships and to
make it to those championships. Those are life events that can be cherished. Now with this obviously,
it changes things, not for the better.
“If we adjust to this, and do it the right way, good things can still happen,” Kneifl said. “We’re going to
adjust and do the best we can as a program.”
By Zach James
 


Fremont Tribune: First lady Susanne Shore, Hy-Vee present Fremont Family Coalition with
donation
 







The Fremont Family Coalition has received $15,000 in Hy-Vee gift cards from Nebraska Impact to help
with COVID-19 relief efforts.
First Lady Susanne Shore, president of Nebraska Impact, and Hy-Vee representatives presented the
organization with the donation in front of the store Friday morning.
“We knew Fremont was having some struggles, just trying to help some of the citizens get those
emergency supplies and food and medication,” Shore said. “So we contacted them, and this is going to
hopefully help so many families get through this hard time.”
The event was also attended by Fremont Area Community Foundation Executive Director Melissa Diers
and Fremont Area United Way Executive Director Christy Fiala, who is a board member for the
Fremont Family Coalition.
The Fremont Family Coalition, founded in 2013, works to create community partnerships to provide
resources to families. It is one of the statewide community collaboratives supported by the Nebraska
Children and Families Foundation’s program Bring Up Nebraska.
“With COVID, we’ve seen a huge increase in the rent and utility assistance,” said Meggie Studt,
leadership member of the Fremont Family Coalition. “And so in lieu of those funds, this will help to
fund school supplies and other necessities for families that are in need.”
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, Studt said much of the Fremont Family Coalition’s work had to
be moved online.
“But we still want to be able to supply and provide the services that we did before,” she said. “So these
funds will be a huge help to a lot of different families that we serve and we’re excited to get this
today.”
Originally established in 2015 to plan Nebraska’s sesquicentennial in 2017, Nebraska Impact began as
Celebrating Nebraska Statehood Inc.
“When that was over, we still saw a need out there,” Shore said. “We wanted to keep promoting
Nebraska and helping it get even better, help it grow.”
The nonprofit soon shifted its priorities and rebranded to build connections between communities. It
provided assistance during the 2019 flooding and launched the COVID-19 Relief Fund with the
Governor’s Office and Nebraska Children and Families Foundation in April.
“With Nebraska Impact, we just watched throughout 2020 the need that families are having when it
comes to food security,” Shore said. “So we just watched so much need, and we contacted Hy-Vee for
support, and they stepped up instantly and said, ‘What can we do to help?’”
Hy-Vee District Store Director Darin Kriech said the store always tries to give back to the communities
it serves whenever it can.
“One of the main concerns during the COVID crisis here is just food security and if everybody’s going to
be able to handle the needs that they have,” he said. “We’re in that industry, so it just makes sense to
take care of the people that are in need.”
Kriech said along with the Nebraska Impact donation, Hy-Vee has done fundraising as a company,
donating more than $1 million to local food banks.
“I know a couple of those in Lincoln and the area really benefited from that, so that’s been just a nice
way to be able to give back,” he said.
Ultimately, Kriech said whenever the community needs support, those who can give should.
“There’s people in need that are doing everything they can to take care of the essential needs they
have, and it just doesn’t work for everybody,” he said. “So if we’re able to give back and have that
opportunity, we can support and keep our community strong and just do what we can.”
With the donation, Shore said she hopes it will help Fremonters get through times of emergency.
“It really is an emergency fund that we’ve just handed over,” she said. “And the goal is just to help







them get through until they can get to a place of stability, until everybody can get back to their jobs,
they can get back to some semblance of life as normal.”
Shore said Nebraska Impact just wants to see Nebraskans succeed and get better despite being hit with
challenges.
“We’ve seen corporations like Hy-Vee step up, and foundations and other citizens,” she said. “So as
horrible as this is, the silver lining is that you just see how many people are willing to step up and help
each other.”
By Collin Spilinek
 


NP Telegraph: WCDHD reports 23 new cases of COVID-19, Playhouse says 24 in cast of
'Mamma Mia!' positive
 
UPDATE, Sunday, Aug. 9, 5:10 p.m.: Updated to reconcile two successive reports received Saturday
night from the North Platte Community Playhouse.
The West Central District Health Department reported 23 new cases of COVID-19 in Lincoln County
through Saturday. Eighteen of those cases were identified on Saturday, four on Friday and one on
Thursday.
In addition, 24 members of the case of "Mamma Mia!" had COVID-19 as of Saturday, and Cody Park
Concessions and Rides said in a Facebook post that it was shutting down “until further notice,” because
of possible staff exposure to the novel coronavirus.
“The most important message that we have for our community right now is to practice social
distancing and wear face coverings. We will post new case information as soon as we are able,” the
health department wrote in the Facebook post.
There have been 144 cases of COVID-19 in Lincoln County and 155 in the six-county health district. 70
people have recovered and there have been two deaths, according to the WCDHD website.
According to Stu Shepherd, the president of the North Platte Community Playhouse’s board of
directors, 11 tests from the “Mamma Mia!” cast came back negative and three unknown.
Of the 38 total cast members tested, 63.2% are positive. Nine of the 24 positive cases are teenage
members of the cast.
All cast and crew were tested last week after learning of the first positive case Monday. Most were
tested Wednesday and received their results Saturday.
Shepherd said most of those affected have mild symptoms.
 


LJS: Lancaster County seeing continued declines in new cases following mask mandate,
health director says
 
Lancaster County appears poised to post a second consecutive week of declining new COVID-19 cases,
interim Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Director Pat Lopez said Friday.
The 22 new cases confirmed in the county Friday brought the total to 3,266, according to the health
department. This week, there have been 167 new cases locally, or an average of 28 a day.
Lopez and Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said they see that as an encouraging indicator of the
effect of the mask mandate implemented July 20. 
That week, new cases peaked at 361, and health officials confirmed 310 cases the following week. 
New cases among residents 20 to 29 years old have also seemed to decline recently, Lopez said. 
Lancaster County isn't in the clear yet, despite these trends, Gaylor Baird said.
Health department officials have decided to keep the county's COVID-19 risk dial in the orange zone,







denoting a high risk of spread. 
The mayor encouraged people to continue to socially distance when they go out, wear a mask, stay
home when they're sick and minimize their trips out in the community. 
"Foolish choices will only set us back," Gaylor Baird said.
Statewide, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 283 new cases Friday,
pushing the total to 28,104. There have been 345 deaths.
Next week, students across the state, including in Lincoln, will be returning to classrooms for the first
time since March. And each day more and more University of Nebraska-Lincoln students are returning
to Lincoln ahead of classes in the fall.
Fifteen COVID-19 patients received hospital treatment Friday in Lincoln, including eight from Lancaster
County, Lopez said. 
Across the state, the 156 patients reported hospitalized Friday were the most since the middle of June.
By Riley Johnson
 


LJS: Lancaster County reports 21 new COVID-19 cases
 
Lincoln reported 21 new COVID-19 cases Saturday, bringing the community total to 3,287, according to
the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.
The number of deaths in the community remains at 17. There were a total of 190 cases identified in
Lincoln for the week ending Saturday, which is the fewest cases in a single week since early July. The
positivity rate was also down, with 6% of tests coming back positive — the lowest percentage since late
June.
Interim health director Pat Lopez and Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said Friday they see the
decreasing cases as an encouraging indicator of the effect of the mask mandate implemented July 20. 
That week, new cases peaked at 361, and health officials confirmed 310 cases the following week. 
The Douglas County Health Department reported one new coronavirus-related death Saturday of a
man over 65, bring the death toll in the county to 137, according to a news release from the health
department.
A staff member with the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services has also tested positive for the
coronavirus, bringing the total number of staff members diagnosed with COVID-19 to 49, according to
NDCS. Of those, 34 have recovered.
The person is self-isolating at home, and notifications will be given to those who work in the same
building as the new positive case at the agency’s central office.
Statewide, there are 28,104 total cases and 345 total deaths.
By Sofia Saric
 


LJS: Lancaster County adds 26 new coronavirus cases
 
Lincoln added 26 new lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 on Sunday, according to the Lincoln-Lancaster
County Health Department.
The community total is now 3,313 cases. 
The total number of cases reported for the week ending Saturday was 207, marking the lowest week
since the week ending July 4. Cases have dropped off steeply in recent weeks following the Directive
Health Measure mandating masks.
The county remains at 17 deaths.
There were 328 new cases announced statewide Sunday, bringing the total to 28,432, according to the







Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. The state has had 345 deaths.
By Nick McConnell
 


LJS: 12 LPS staff quarantining after 3 teachers test positive
 
Even before the first day of school, three Lincoln Public Schools teachers working in their buildings
have tested positive for COVID-19.
As a result, a total of 12 staff members at those schools — Hill Elementary, Dawes Middle School and
Lincoln High — have had to quarantine, said Eric Weber, associate superintendent of human resources.
The number includes the people who tested positive and those who came in close contact with them.
None of the staff members who tested positive were exposed at school, and once they started having
symptoms they told supervisors, got tested and did not return to school, Weber said.
Teachers and other certified staff reported back to school Wednesday, though teachers and other staff
members have been in and out of the buildings all summer for professional development. School starts
Wednesday, with about 17% of students choosing to learn remotely and high school students coming
back on staggered schedules.
Weber said he’s pleased that the process — including contact tracing that quickly identified those with
close contact — worked like it was supposed to work.
“I think one of the things we feel really good about is the process is working. We feel very good about
the contact tracing with the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department,” Weber said. “That is going
to be important as things happen, getting to those close contacts so they don’t become a danger to
other people. That will be mission-critical and that has worked really well.”
But three positive cases — even before thousands of students return to school — means 12 staffers
can’t work for about two weeks.
Even if it’s unlikely the people who came in close contact with those diagnosed with the virus will get
sick, having them quarantine is important, Weber said.
“We never want to have people out for any reason,” Weber said. “We hate that it’s five in one location
and four in another, but we also understand it because it’s part of making sure they’re safe.”
It’s impossible to predict how many positive cases will happen once school starts, and having close
contacts quarantine means more teachers or other staff members will be out of school.
“You just hope those numbers are low enough that they’re manageable,” he said.
The first positive test was at Hill Elementary on July 27, before all teachers reported back to work.
Contact tracers determined five people had had close contact with the person who tested positive and
were quarantined.
The other two cases happened Friday and contact tracers found that four people at Dawes had close
contact with the person who tested positive. There were no close contacts with the person at Lincoln
High, Weber said.
Health department officials have told LPS officials that close contact involves at least 15 minutes of
contact within 6 feet. If both people are masked it wouldn't involve close contact, he said. 
All those employees will be able to use two weeks of leave provided by the federal Families First
Coronavirus Response Act, which expires Dec. 31. After that, employees would have to use their
annual leave. Teachers get 11 days, and can accumulate it if they don’t use it.
A few other LPS staff tested positive over the summer and followed similar protocols, Weber said, and
they self-isolated after testing positive.
By Margaret Reist
 







OWH: Nebraska prisons bar visitors again as coronavirus cases increase
 
LINCOLN — An uptick in COVID-19 cases has prompted the suspension of visitation and volunteer
programs at the 10 state prisons.
State Corrections Director Scott Frakes called the steps “prudent” until it can be determined whether
the rise in infections will continue.
As of Friday, 48 prison staff members and 10 inmates have tested positive for the coronavirus. Ten of
those staffers tested positive in the past week.
“Certainly exposure in the community has contributed to the increase among staff,” Frakes said. “We
have been fortunate that in the majority of those instances, staff members have not had close contact
with inmates.”
Visits to inmates, which resumed July 15, will be suspended for at least two weeks, then the
suspensions will be reviewed, Frakes said.
Halting volunteer programs, he said, would close off “another point of entry” for the coronavirus into
state prisons.
Prison visits were first suspended in mid-March. Since they resumed, family members have been
required to sign up and reserve a visitation time and have had to undergo a health screening before
entry. Masks have been mandatory, and other steps have been taken to limit the transmission of
COVID-19 to inmates.
Overall, Nebraska’s prison system has fared much better than those in some other states, where
testing has shown that up to 50% to 80% of inmates were infected.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Omaha's emergency mask requirement gains support, but two council members
want changes
 
The odds have risen that an emergency mask requirement in Omaha will go into effect next Tuesday,
but two City Council members are preparing amendments that could alter the specifics, including how
long the requirement would last.
Councilman Rich Pahls on Friday said he will vote for an emergency ordinance to immediately require
masks in many indoor settings, joining four other council members who have said they believe a mask
requirement is necessary to slow the spread of the coronavirus.
The ordinance, as written, calls for masks to be worn in many indoor public spaces, including schools,
businesses, churches and while using public transportation. It includes several exceptions and would
expire Oct. 12.
With Pahls’ support, the seven-member council would need one more vote to approve the emergency
ordinance and bypass the typical five-week process to introduce, approve and implement city laws.
The two remaining council members, Aimee Melton and Brinker Harding, say they’ll introduce a
handful of amendments that would shorten the length of the requirement, soften the punishment for
violations and carve out some exceptions for when masks are required.
Pahls, a Republican, joins Council President Chris Jerram and Councilmen Pete Festersen, Vinny
Palermo and Ben Gray, all Democrats, in supporting a mask requirement.
Melton called the proposed Oct. 12 expiration date an “absolutely ridiculous” time frame during an
interview with KFAB on Friday. She told The World-Herald that she wants the ordinance to expire four
weeks from Tuesday, which is Sept. 15.
She said that setup would allow the council to review Omaha’s coronavirus cases in a month and
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decide whether to renew the requirement.
“This is the clunkiest way to go about addressing the issue,” Harding said. “To have the council do this
by ordinance, and having a sunset (date) on it, doesn’t leave any flexibility.”
Another planned amendment is aimed at not requiring schoolchildren to wear masks for an entire
eight-hour school day. Harding and Melton, in separate interviews, said the idea is modeled after some
school districts’ plans to allow children to go mask-free when they’re able to maintain social distance in
schools.
One of the ordinance’s existing exceptions includes people working in offices where social distance can
be maintained.
“That needs to be incorporated into the ordinance so that our kids get a break from wearing a mask,”
Melton said.
Melton, a family law attorney, also wants to make violating the ordinance an infraction instead of a
misdemeanor. She said that would prevent people from violating their probation or being kicked out of
diversion for not wearing a mask.
She also wants the fine for not wearing a mask — $100 under the current ordinance — lowered to
match the fine for not wearing a seatbelt, which is $25, according to the State Department of
Transportation. Many public figures have compared mask requirements to seatbelt laws.
Melton and Harding both say they wear masks when appropriate and encourage people to do the
same. But Melton said Friday that requiring masks is an example of government overreach. Harding
said he would prefer that people voluntarily comply with public health advice.
“I also understand that there is maybe not the level of compliance that some may wish, and that’s why
I’m trying to take the ordinance that was proposed and offer up some meaningful and effective
amendments,” Harding said.
If those amendments don’t get sufficient support from other council members, Melton said she won’t
vote for the emergency ordinance. Harding said he’s confident that the amendments will be accepted.
Mayor Jean Stothert said she won’t veto a mask requirement.
During her KFAB interview, Melton noted that the federal Americans with Disabilities Act offers
protections for those who can’t wear masks.
“So by the way, all of you anti-mask-wearers: If you can’t wear a mask because maybe it makes you not
be able to breathe — maybe you feel that if your rights are being violated it gives you some form of
anxiety — well, under the ADA, no one can force you to wear the mask,” she said.
Pahls, a former Millard Public Schools teacher, principal and administrator, said in a statement Friday
that his empathy lies with parents and students who would benefit from a mask requirement.
“My ‘yes’ comes with the full understanding that this is not a 24-hour-a-day, everywhere-you-go mask
requirement,” he said.
“The Omaha version of the mandate won’t be overly restrictive, and the exemptions make the
ordinance a tolerable, rational policy,” Pahls said.
At an Omaha Public Schools press conference Friday, Councilman Gray said he thinks the district’s
decision to offer remote learning for the first quarter of the school year strengthens the argument for
a mask requirement because such a requirement could help bring students back to the classroom
sooner.
But Melton, during her radio interview, said she was disappointed that OPS chose to start the year with
remote learning when some have argued a mask requirement, which is now under consideration, is
needed to safely reopen schools.
Said Pahls: “Many well- educated people believe a mask mandate constitutes government overreach
and unwanted intervention. I understand that position, but I see a limited mask mandate as a minor







inconvenience with a possibly huge upside.”
By Reece Ristau
 


LJS: Lincoln police enforce closure order at Madsen's
 
The Lincoln Police Department on Saturday morning enforced the city health department's order to
close Madsen's Bowling & Billiards, blocking all entrances to the business with police cruisers and
posting officers at the doors for several hours.
At about 7:55 a.m., officers arrived at Madsen's near 48th and Holdrege streets, marking the first time
police have been involved in the weeklong squabbling between the local business and city over alleged
violations of directed health measures.
Officers spoke with a few Madsen's employees when they arrived, then blocked off multiple driveways
that lead to the building's parking lot. Owner Benjamin Madsen arrived at about 9 a.m. and spoke to
police for several minutes, and the business did not open at 11 a.m. as it normally does on Saturdays.
The officers left Madsen's shortly after noon, but the business remained closed.
Later in the afternoon, Pat Lopez, interim director of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department,
said in a statement that LPD will continue to enforce the closure of the establishment "until they
submit a plan for operations that meets the requirements of the Directed Health Measure, which is
then approved by the Health Department."
The city of Lincoln on Friday night charged the business with violating a closure order, a crime
punishable by a $500 fine and six months in jail.
The charge was filed in Lancaster County Court and a court date is set for Aug. 28.
Madsen's was still open for business Friday night, seven days after the health department first ordered
it closed for what the department said were flagrant violations, which included staff and customers not
wearing face masks.
On Friday afternoon, Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird appeared to be trying to minimize the ongoing
showdown over Madsen's refusal to close for continued violations of local coronavirus restrictions.
The mayor said she remained unconcerned over the appearance of involving police to force a
business's shutdown as the fallout from the first challenge over Lancaster County's pandemic
restrictions continued to unfold.
“I’m concerned about the health and safety of our community,” Gaylor Baird told reporters at an
afternoon news conference. “I’m concerned about keeping schools open, and I’m concerned about our
economic recovery. And this conflict is small compared to what’s at stake.”
Madsen’s attorney, J.L. Spray, reached out to the city Friday to ask what the business could do to
remain open, Gaylor Baird said.
The health department then provided the business with an example of what that plan would look like,
but city spokeswoman Diane Gonzolas confirmed Friday night that Madsen's had "not submitted a
plan."
On Saturday, Officer Martin Fehringer said a meeting was being set up between Madsen's
management and the health department to ensure compliance with the city's health measures. It was
unclear as of Saturday evening whether that meeting actually happened.
"Compliance is the goal," Fehringer said.
When reached by the Journal Star on Saturday, Spray declined to comment on the situation.
Throughout the day, supporters and opponents of Madsen's cause gathered on Dudley Street to voice
their opinions. A group of about a dozen supporters brought out chairs from the bar and sat in the
parking lot, asking police to answer their questions about the mandate. Some conversations were







heated, but no physical altercations had occurred as of early Saturday afternoon.
Robert Borer, a former Lincoln Fire and Rescue captain, was there Saturday morning to support
Madsen. He said the mayor's mask mandate unnecessarily regulates the public and hurts local
businesses. 
"I've been on this cause from Day One," he said. "Because (the mask mandate) is a scam." 
Much of Borer's frustration was directed at Gaylor Baird, as he believes she is overreaching her
authority and pitting Lincoln's citizens against one another.
"She's a not a dictator," he said. "She's a mayor."
Patrick Schauer, a community activist, said he came to Madsen's to support the mask mandate. If
Madsen's was allowed to disobey the DHM, he said, it would set a precedent for other businesses to
do the same.
"Is it fair for one business to call the shots and be defiant?" he asked.
Scott McCormick, who arrived when the police were there and remained after they left, said the
situation became less tense as the afternoon went on.
"I was shocked when the police were here," said McCormick, who had planned to get lunch at
Madsen's, which he does regularly. He said he's known the Madsens and their staff for a long time, and
he supports their cause. 
"The restrictions are outrageous and I want my freedom back," he said.
McCormick, who has both asthma and diabetes, said wearing a mask makes it even more difficult than
normal for him to breathe.
Those gathered placed signs with messages including "Billiards Lives Matter" and "Ben's Livelihood
Matters," and musician Kenneth Hall played a concert from the bed of his pickup, singing patriotic
songs.
Hall, who writes original songs and parodies about his position on the issues, said the mandate was an
overly aggressive measure against the virus.
"The songs are basically trying to talk about the values and principles that keep us free," he said.
Hall said he disagrees that masks slow the spread of COVID-19, and that the overreaction to the virus is
causing harm.
By Alex Lantz and Nick McConnell
 


OWH: Will schools be able to stay open? Healthy teachers, testing could be the keys
 
Hundreds of thousands of Nebraska kids are slated to return to schools over the next two weeks in an
ambitious attempt at restarting schools that were shuttered last spring by the pandemic.
After months of planning and fierce debate, and tens of millions of dollars spent on new technology
and COVID-19-proofing schools — everything from hand-sanitizing stations to spit shields and
machines that scan kids for fever — school officials will try what’s never been tried by the state’s
education system.
And they will try it as some health officials caution it could result in school-based outbreaks that
increase community spread or cause schools to close.
It marks an important milestone in Nebraska’s response to the disease, reflecting the governor’s
philosophy that with no guarantee of a vaccine, the state has to figure out a way to move forward and
manage the risk.
Some Nebraska counties have no COVID-19 cases, and their schools will open near normal without
masking.
But most schoolkids, whose communities are battling the virus, will return to buildings that will look







nothing like the ones they left five months ago: masked teachers and classmates, bathroom
restrictions, lunch in class or a hallway, an ocean of hand sanitizer.
How long schools can stay open will likely depend on one crucial factor: keeping teachers from
quarantine.
A building can operate with substantial numbers of students in quarantine, learning remotely, but not
without teachers.
For schools to stay open, teachers will have to stay healthy and avoid the close contacts with COVID-
19-infected people that would force them to quarantine, leaving classrooms of kids without a teacher.
If a district’s workforce of teachers and other essential personnel like bus drivers becomes depleted,
and substitutes can’t be found, then schools would have no choice but to shut down, send kids home
and teach remotely.
“Once we lose a teacher workforce, we don’t run schools,” Nebraska Education Commissioner Matt
Blomstedt said.
Even before the scheduled start of school in the Omaha Public Schools, the disease had begun
impacting staff, Superintendent Cheryl Logan said.
That factored into Friday’s decision to abandon in-person school in OPS and teach all students
remotely starting Aug. 18.
Logan said that in the few days that OPS staff were back in schools preparing for the new year, critical
numbers of staff had to quarantine or be tested for COVID-19.
“This allowed us to make a reasonable prediction about what school would be like when we added
54,000 students to that mix,” Logan said.
Similar situations have cropped up around the country in recent weeks.
In Gwinnett, Georgia, for example, 260 employees either tested positive for the coronavirus or were in
quarantine due to a possible exposure a day after the school district there started in-person pre-
planning activities during the last week of July.
The challenge of keeping teachers in classrooms is exacerbated by a shortage of substitute
teachers the state has been dealing with for several years. Before COVID-19, some districts were
upping the pay of substitutes and offering bonuses and prizes to lure them to schools. Many
substitutes are retired teachers who are more vulnerable to the ill effects of the disease, making them
think twice about returning to the classroom right now.
When the Nebraska State Education Association surveyed retired educators about substitute teaching
for the 2020-21 school year, just a third of those who subbed last year said they would teach again this
year.
Several districts in the Omaha metro area have hired long-term subs in advance of the school year,
anticipating that they will need to replace teachers who end up sick or stuck at home waiting to return
from quarantine. But it’s clear that a single positive case can impact multiple people around that
person, even if those people don’t eventually get the disease.
Keeping teachers teaching will depend on them adhering to masking, social distancing and other health
protocols not only in school but outside school as well, officials said.
Beth Van Roy, a fifth grade teacher at Parkview Heights Elementary School in La Vista, said she’s been
taking extra precautions to protect herself and her two small children ever since schools shut down
across the state last March.
For example, she said she doesn’t walk into Target or Walmart but does pickup instead.
“I haven’t been out to dinner or had a drink with a friend since March,” Van Roy said. “Putting my own
children and the students that I work with first is the priority at this point, not really to have a social
life.”
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Students are scheduled to return to Papillion-La Vista on Tuesday.
Maddie Fennell, executive director of the Nebraska State Education Association, said that in normal
times if a teacher got sick, the students in their class could be divided up and sent to other classrooms.
Fennell said that when she was teaching, there were times when a colleague was out and she took
over an entire class in addition to her own.
“You can’t take five kids anymore and maintain social distancing in your classroom,” she said.
Officials say that when cases do pop up within schools, the goal is to act quickly to prevent spread.
Blomstedt said that means getting tests done and results back quickly, and tracking down who needs
to be quarantined.
Blomstedt said he’s concerned that a weak point could be the lack of adequate and timely testing.
According to Health and Human Services, the state has 1,002 contact tracers.
The average test turnaround time for TestNebraska labs is less than 72 hours, they said.
The recently opened testing site at Oak View Mall in Omaha has a daily capacity of 500 tests.
The state’s goal is to match the 1,600 capacity of the Crossroads site, o
fficials said.
There is some rapid testing in the state, but availability is “very sporadic,” officials said.
Justin Frederick, supervisor of communicable disease epidemiology at the Douglas County Health
Department, said school districts have identified people who will assist the department with contact
tracing for school-related cases.
The school staff members know best where students and staff are throughout the day, whether in
class or extracurricular activities.
The school teams will report positive cases and close contacts to the health department through an
electronic system set up for that purpose, which is intended to streamline the process.
Most often, schools will be notified by parents if a child tests positive.
The health department staff will cross-reference school reports with data it receives from testing
laboratories. Department staff will be available to help determine which contacts need to be
quarantined. Such situations aren’t always cut and dried, and the health department has to rely on
what is known about the virus.
“Our goal is to break the transmission within the schools,” he said.
Frederick said his staff, which now numbers 25, will conduct all contact investigations involving minors.
He’s expanded his staff by hiring students and recent graduates of college health and nursing
programs.
The health department also has access to contact tracers with Omaha-based health research firm PRC,
which is contracted through the state health department.
Public health experts from the University of Nebraska Medical Center cautioned last month that
reopening schools in a way that didn’t leave room for social distancing could lead to transmission of
the virus that could reach beyond school buildings into the community.
“Reopening schools at full capacity when community transmission rates are above 50 cases per million
per day without multiple layers of interventions carries significant risk of school-based outbreaks that
are likely to require schools to close,” said John Lowe, a UNMC assistant vice chancellor for
interprofessional health security training.
Last week, Douglas County was seeing about 220 cases per day per million.
Lowe said a few countries have opened successfully above the 50 cases per million per day mark.
Singapore opened with reduced numbers of students at 81.3 cases per million per day, according the
Back to School Playbook created by the public health college. There, however, officials knew that most
of the high rates of community transmission were occurring among migrant workers in separate
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housing.
Dr. Bob Rauner, a Lincoln physician and member of the Lincoln Public Schools board, said he believes
Lincoln can open safely with the mitigation measures the district has in place and what appear to be
recent declines in COVID-19 cases there.
Lancaster County’s case rate, at about 12 new cases per 100,000 people per day, is lower than Douglas
County’s, which last week hovered around 22 per 100,000. In Lincoln, officials know that many
infections were occurring among young people attending bars and house parties.
In addition, LPS high schools will follow a 3-2 model, reducing the number of students in buildings. The
district’s elementary and middle schools are less crowded, and 17% of those students have signed up
for a remote learning option.
“I think we are navigating that middle ground,” Rauner said.
Once school starts, UNMC plans to send a team into several school districts in the Omaha metro area
to observe how well health protocols are being followed.
Team members will be looking for the ability of students to physically distance in different school
environments, such as lunch rooms, gyms and locker rooms, and at the flow and movement of
students through school buildings throughout the day.
They’ll also make sure the objectives around mask wearing, hygiene and cleaning are being met.
It’s not new territory. The team does similar checks of protocols used in the Nebraska Biocontainment
Unit and the National Quarantine Unit, both on UNMC’s campus.
“Once you’re live and operational, there’s always things you hadn’t foreseen when you’re writing a
plan,” he said.
From what they’ve seen so far in schools, Lowe said, lunch continues to be a challenge. Students can’t
wear masks while eating, so physical distancing is key.
Gretna Public Schools is slated to open Thursday with nearly all students returning. About 6% of the
district’s students enrolled in the district’s remote-learning option.
Gretna Superintendent Rich Beran said his district will handle cases according to recommendations of
the Sarpy-Cass Health Department.
“They’re telling us ‘You don’t need to shut the whole building down if you have one or two students in
a classroom,’ ” he said.
The principal would probably have to send everyone in that classroom home so the classroom could be
cleaned, he said.
But if the students had observed protocols and weren’t asked to quarantine, then they could probably
just be monitored and return the next day, he said.
Beran said he told incoming new teachers that they will have to suspend the group-learning models
they learned in school and use the old-school method he used back in the 1980s: standing up front
lecturing.
“You’ve got to keep your distance from kids,” he said. “You just have to think about that all the time.”
While urban districts will open their doors with some staff and students already in quarantine, as of
Saturday there were still eight Nebraska counties without a case.
Superintendent Dale Hafer of Ainsworth Community Schools in Brown County said his district will open
nearly normal, with no masking requirement for students.
His district still had to develop a plan, just in case COVID-19 reaches his community, he said.
He said the pandemic, with no end in sight yet, is wearing on people. Starting school is always hectic,
but dealing with COVID-19 on top of the usual work can occupy the whole day, he said.
He hopes the pandemic is over sooner rather than later.
“We are definitely living right in the middle of history being made,” he said.







By Joe Dejka and Julie Anderson
 


Scottsbluff SH: Officials: Lack of space in classrooms behind virus concerns
 
As schools are ready to convene, Panhandle health officials explained the reasons classrooms can be a
concern when it comes to spread of the coronavirus.
During Friday’s call, Panhandle Public Health officials explained that the density of a classroom is
smaller than other scenarios, such as a home, an office, and even a prison cell. Using an interactive
chart, officials showed different levels of density, or how close to one another people can be in
settings, according to illustrations shared by the Global Center for Health Security from the University
of Nebraska Medical Center.
Often times, as people discuss coronavirus and the spread, nursing homes are often cited as high-risk
settings. However, PPHD Director Kim Engel said, classrooms are deemed the highest risk because of
density.
At home, she explained, we enjoy an average of 600 square feet of space per person. Nursing homes
and long-term facilities have an average of 300 feet per person. Office settings come in at 150 feet per
person. According to the illustration, prison cells offer more density than a classroom. A prison cell was
indicated to have a density of 60 feet per person, and classrooms came in lower, with 50 feet per
person in a high school classroom and a typical elementary classroom has 35 feet per person.
“You can see, just on average, that a classroom would have less square feet per person,” Engel said.
“This is why so much thought has been put into coming back to school by many organizations and
people,” from school officials to state officials. “They want to ensure this is safe.”
Engel pointed to the density estimates as the main concerns for officials in requiring masks.
Masks will also make a difference in whether or not children or staff will have to isolate or quarantine if
a positive case occurs among those in the classroom.
Scotts Bluff County Health Director Paulette Schnell explained that close contacts, identified as persons
having been within six feet of a person who has tested positive for the coronavirus for more than 15
minutes, are quarantined. Officials also identify contacts of a close contact, however, those persons
aren’t placed on quarantine. They are asked to monitor themselves for symptoms and to be aware that
they should consider getting tested if they exhibit symptoms.
Schnell said, “When we talk about schools, and we are looking at a classroom and they have no other
positive kids or staff, we are going to consider, if a positive case is masked, and those exposed are
masked also, they would be able to self monitor and we would be actively monitoring them as public
health. They would not have to miss school and be quarantined, or work, whatever the case may be.
“If we had someone who tested positive in that classroom, and they do not wear a mask ... the positive
person would be isolated.”
Those persons in the classroom who are masked would have to quarantine, as the positive person had
not been wearing a mask. Similarly, in groups, with mixed practices of wearing masks and not wearing
masks, persons would have to isolate or quarantine if a positive person is not wearing a mask, she
explained.
Four new cases of the coronavirus were reported Friday. PPHD has changed the way it is reporting
cases during its briefings, only acknowledging that three new cases involving adults in Box Butte
County, Dawes County and Sheridan counties were reported. The Box Butte and Dawes cases were
identified as community spread. The case in Sheridan County involved a close contact. A Scotts Bluff
County case involving a child, under the age of 19, was also reported.
A closer look at the PPHD dashboard provides some additional information, with the dashboard







indicating that the Box Butte County case involved a man in the 30-39 age range and the Sheridan
County case, a man in the 20-29 age range. The demographics of the Dawes County case weren’t clear
on the dashboard.
The Scotts Bluff County case involving a youth occurred in the 10-19 age range and involves a boy.
Scotts Bluff County is the only county that has active cases involving children. There are currently six
active cases among youth.
Currently, there are 40 active cases in the Panhandle. Thirty-three of those active cases are in Scotts
Bluff County. Other active cases by county: Dawes, 1; Box Butte, 1; Morrill, 1; Cheyenne, 2; Sheridan, 1;
Deuel, 1.
Schnell said officials were still receiving results from tests that had been conducted Monday and
Tuesday, indicating a lag in reporting. Schnell attributed the delay to efforts by TestNebraska to ramp
up testing to 7,000 tests per day. While labs make changes, she said, it is slowing results on current
tests.
By Maunette Loeks
 


OWH: OPS makes 'difficult decision' to delay start of school until Aug. 18, go fully remote
 
Omaha Public Schools students were four days away from being in classrooms for the first time since
March.
Instead, students in the largest school district in Nebraska will start the school year remotely, a
decision the district announced Friday afternoon. The start of the school year was also pushed back to
Aug. 18.
“This was a difficult, difficult decision,” OPS Superintendent Cheryl Logan said at a press conference.
“But when our focus is health and safety, based on what we see, this is the right path forward.”
The announcement comes after Dr. Deborah Birx, the coronavirus response coordinator with the
White House coronavirus task force, named Omaha as one the nation’s most troublesome locales for
COVID-19 trends. It puts Omaha in a group of many urban school districts starting the year with
remote-only learning.
While OPS students are learning remotely, all athletics and activities will be suspended.
Other districts in the metro area, such as the Millard Public Schools, still plan on welcoming students
back next week for in-person classes.
In the few days that OPS staff were back in schools preparing for the new year, Logan said, critical
numbers of staff had to quarantine or be tested for COVID-19.
“This allowed us to make a reasonable prediction about what school would be like when we added
54,000 students to that mix,” she said.
Many school board members, teachers, parents and students had called for a remote start to the
school year because they said it wasn’t safe to return to school. Other parents told the school board
that they were comfortable with the precautions being taken by OPS and wanted their kids back in
school and sports to resume.
Last month, citing health and safety concerns, the Omaha Education Association, which represents OPS
teachers, asked for a remote start.
OPS board President Marque Snow said that with 54,000 students in the district, 9,000 employees and
rising COVID-19 case numbers, the board supports starting the school year remotely.
“Right now, it’s the best option for us,” he said. “It’s going to require our community, it’s going to
require our teachers, it’s going to require our families to all come together to make sure that our
students get the best education they deserve because it’s what’s right.”
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Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s College of Public Health, said in a
tweet Friday that this is “what leadership looks like,” tagging Snow and Logan. “Schools remote due to
crazy bad uncontrolled transmission,” he wrote. “But real kudos the students of Omaha Public Schools
who demanded online.”
A group of OPS students had started an online petition and website asking for a remote start to the
school year, citing the risk to their teachers. As of Friday evening, the petition had received more than
2,750 signatures.
OPS sent a letter to families explaining the remote start Friday afternoon. The district will be fully
remote for the first quarter, which ends in October.
School was supposed to start Tuesday. Pushing the start of school back by a week will allow teachers
time to plan, and district in-service training will be offered to teachers.
During remote instruction, elementary, middle and high school students will participate in live and on-
demand instruction, the letter says. The plans call for students to be online for no more than four to
five hours per day. Attendance will be taken.
Middle and high school students will likely have instruction for four courses per day, and a specific daily
schedule for students and staff will be provided.
Students who had signed up for the district’s remote learning option will move back to their regular
classes.
This spring, the school board approved the purchase of enough iPads for every student in the district
and also entered into a contract with T-Mobile so students won’t need Wi-Fi to use the devices.
OPS spokesman Jeremy Maskel said if the supply chain and deliveries proceed as expected, then
elementary students should have iPads by or very near the start of school.
The iPad shipments for middle and high school students are scheduled for Aug. 24 and several dates in
September. Maskel said the district handed out thousands of devices and hot spots to secondary
students in March and will work with families who need a device this fall.
On Tuesday night, more than two dozen parents, teachers and community members showed up to the
school board meeting to say that they were frustrated with how local leaders have reacted to the
coronavirus and that they were uncomfortable with school starting in person next week.
In June, the district announced plans to divide students into two groups, each of which would attend
school in person part of the week and learn at home for the rest of the week, in what the district called
a Family 3/2 Model.
At the press conference Friday, Logan said opinions and attitudes about returning to school have
changed over the summer. After the school board meeting in July, Logan said, people were very
concerned about in-person learning.
The district said it would work with the Douglas County Health Department and other state and local
officials to regularly evaluate health conditions in the community.
“If we are able to transition back to the Family 3/2 Model or 100% in-person learning, we will
communicate that to staff and families,” the district said.
At the press conference, Logan said upending the school year this close to the start of the year is not
something she takes lightly.
“This is just where we are,” she said. “We don’t want to be here, but it is where we are.”
By Emily Nitcher
 


OWH: UNMC to start third phase of federal COVID-19 drug trial
 
The Omaha-based arm of a new phase of an international drug trial testing medications for people
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hospitalized with COVID-19 is expected to begin this week, a University of Nebraska Medical Center
researcher said.
The third phase of the trial, which launched in February, will pair the antiviral drug remdesivir with a
type of interferon used to treat multiple sclerosis and some kinds of hepatitis, said Dr. Andre Kalil, a
UNMC professor and infectious diseases physician with Nebraska Medicine.
In the first phase of the trial, remdesivir was shown to shorten, by an average of four days, the time it
takes for patients to recover from the illness caused by the coronavirus.
The trial, sponsored by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, part of the National
Institutes of Health, enrolled its first patient at the Nebraska Medical Center.
Researchers then paired remdesivir with an anti-inflammatory drug, Kalil said. That portion of the trial
closed a month ago, and researchers hope to have the results by the end of the month.
In the meantime, they’re adding interferon beta-1a, which is based on a naturally occurring version of
the protein produced by white blood cells as part of the body’s immune system response.
Kalil said researchers chose the drug because studies indicate that people who progress to more
severe COVID-19 disease have lower levels of the protein in their blood and in their lungs.
“The hypothesis we have is that because of this very tough fight between the virus and our immune
system, we end up getting depleted of this very important molecule that has direct antiviral
properties,” he said.
By replenishing the protein and adding remdesivir, which takes aim at the virus’s ability to replicate,
they hope to create a synergistic effect, Kalil said.
Interferon, he said, has been used as a treatment for many years, so researchers have a good
understanding of how it works and of its safety.
The researchers plan to enroll about 1,000 patients with pneumonia related to COVID-19 at nearly 100
hospitals around the world. All patients will get remdesivir, but half will get the new drug and half will
get a placebo. Neither the researchers nor the participants will know who is getting which
combination. The drug, according to the NIH, is marketed under the brand name Rebif by EMD Serono,
a North American arm of German drugmaker Merck.
The researchers will evaluate whether the combination shortens patients’ recovery time — defined as
being well enough to leave the hospital — compared with that for remdesivir alone.
“The goal is just to keep going and find as many treatments as we can,” Kalil said of the trial. “We want
to make sure we can provide as (many) as possible while we’re looking for a vaccine.”
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: More than 2,600 Nebraskans have signed up for expanded Medicaid so far
 
More than 2,600 Nebraskans applied for health coverage during the first six days of enrollment for the
state’s new Medicaid expansion program, officials with the Department of Health and Human Services
said Friday.
As of Thursday, the department had received 2,692 applications, and more than 5,000 phone calls had
been answered by Medicaid call centers from Saturday to Thursday, HHS officials said.
Benefits under the new program, also known as Heritage Health Adult, will begin Oct. 1. The program
covers working-age adults whose incomes fall below 138% of the federal poverty level — $17,609 for a
single person or $36,156 for a family of four.
Most will be enrolled in the basic tier of services, which include physical and behavioral health care and
prescription drugs.
Those who are pregnant, age 19 or 20 or deemed medically frail will qualify for the full scope of
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services available to people on traditional Medicaid, which also includes dental and vision care, as well
as over-the-counter medications.
Nebraska voters approved Medicaid expansion in the 2018 general election. State officials have taken
more time implementing the new coverage than any other state.
To apply, go online to accessnebraska.ne.gov, call toll-free at 855-632-7633 or TDD 402-471-7256, or
go to any HHS office.
By Jessica Wade
 


KSNB: DHHS confirms relocation of Substance Use Disorder Program to Lincoln
 
HASTINGS, Neb. (KSNB) -The Department of Health and Human Services confirmed they will be
relocating the Substance Use Disorder Program to Lincoln. The move was originally supposed to go
hand-in-hand with the arrival of the Youth Rehabilitation Treatment Center in Hastings, but legislative
action stopped the moving of the YRTC for now, but not the moving out of the SUD Program.
It has Hastings Mayor Corey Stutte worried about those employed at the Hastings Regional Center.
“Well, we obviously want to see those employees stay here in the city of Hastings, and while they
maybe say that those employees will have the option to stay here, I think the jobs will be much
different when you compare the YRTC to the Hastings Chemical Dependency Program, so I think that’s
concerning,” said Mayor Stutte.
Local4 did reach out to the DHHS about the move, and they confirmed they plan to relocate the SUD
Program to Lincoln in October. They also still plan to locate the female YRTC in Hastings starting in
March.
DHHS officials also recognized improvements will need to be made to the new structures at the
Hastings Regional Center to accommodate the YRTC move, which entail applying a coating over the
drywall, adding film to the windows and the installation of a perimeter fence. They also acknowledged
that these changes will come with an additional cost.
What it means for workers is they will have the choice to stay in Hastings and receive training for a new
job or relocate to Lincoln to follow the SUD program.
The DHHS says they don’t expect any job loss with the transition, but Mayor Stutte said he still has
questions about the millions in state dollars already being appropriated to Hastings to operate the SUD
Program.
“Based on my discussions with the fiscal office, they said that it would not be possible and require
legislative action, so I’m interested to see how the DHHS plans to do this,” Stutte said. “The building
appropriations were specific to the chemical dependency program, and I look forward to hearing more
about it.”
The DHHS is also working with the Missouri Youth Services Institute (MYSI), which is helping the agency
focus on changing the culture with an emphasis on programming, clinical therapy and education. MYSI
would also have a hand in assisting any Hastings workers who would be looking to receive training for a
new position within the DHHS.
Lastly, the DHHS expressed the desire to have continued dialogue with the city of Hastings and its
officials regarding these decisions. In their most recent, the DHHS says three committees were
established to address community engagement, campus planning and public safety. However, the
sentiment may not be mutual.
“Unfortunately, it seems they may have been acting in bad faith during these conversations, and here
we are today - I found out about this second-hand, and I certainly don’t appreciate that,” Mayor Stutte
said. “I certainly don’t believe that’s the way to work with communities that you are doing business in,
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especially as a state agency.”
By Spencer Schubert
 


LJS: Don Walton: Big winners emerge from grand legislative bargain
 
Wrong again.
No way this reporter would have bet that the Legislature would reach agreement on a new property
tax reduction plan this year.
I'd have told you it couldn't get the necessary 33 votes to hurdle a filibuster.
It got 43 last Wednesday night — so, uh, maybe I was right.
One hurdle cleared, two to go.
There are some big winners here.
* Lou Ann Linehan, dogged and determined and relentless, ready and willing to change course more
than once to achieve her goal of property tax relief.
* Tom Briese, whose hardball strategy of connecting the fate of new business development tax
incentives to additional property tax relief worked — with a pledge of state funding support for the
University of Nebraska Medical Center's pandemic-related super-project later added as another
hostage.
* John Stinner, who leveraged a commitment to restore the state's rainy day fund along with some
budgetary support assurances to protect future spending for state programs and services in helping
negotiate an agreement.
* Jim Scheer, who brought the successful negotiating team together, scoring perhaps the biggest
victory of his Speakership, which ends this year.
* Mark Kolterman, who pitched a doubleheader, patiently gathering support and then waiting out the
storm to win adoption of a new business development tax incentives package and a pledge of state
funding support for the University of Nebraska Medical Center's exciting, game-changing project.
And now this struggling 2020 Legislature, plagued by a pandemic and sometimes veering off into some
spectacular middle school moments, is set to go home with a bang.
They'll be back in five months with some new riders ready to saddle up and begin their adventures in
this one-of-a-kind, nonpartisan, one-house Legislature where everyone counts.
* * *
This week may mark Ernie Chambers' last few days in a legislative session.
Maybe, maybe not. No one should ever, ever count this man out. And even if he leaves the Legislature,
he is not done.
We'll have more to say about him later in the year, but for this moment:
"I shall pass this way but once; any good that I can do or any kindness I can show to any human being,
let me do it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again."
Those words are better known than their author, Etienne de Grellet, an American Quaker missionary
who was born in France in 1773 and later took the name of Stephen Grellet.
* * *
Chuck Hagel never, ever minces words.
"I think the president is corrupt," Nebraska's former Republican senator told the Suburban Rotary Club
of Omaha a week ago in assessing Republican President Donald Trump.
"I think he is incompetent," Hagel said.
"I think he's damn dangerous, and I think this president has hurt this country in so many ways."
* * *







Finishing up:
* Yes, absolutely, of course, campaign polling results are naturally suspect, but this looks interesting:
Trump, 48%; Biden, 46% in the 1st Congressional District in results of a survey of 400 likely voters
shared by the Kate Bolz congressional campaign. Biden with a big 15-point lead in Lancaster County,
fueled by Lincoln.
* First-week applications for participation in Nebraska's Medicaid expansion program: 2,692. Maybe
90,000 to go.
* Daily Test Nebraska COVID-19 testing numbers jumped from 601 on July 1 to 3,010 on July 31.
* The American Immigration Council reports 2,910 DACA individuals in Nebraska as of 2019.
* Jim Vokal of the Platte Institute described last week's grand bargain in the Legislature as "a product
of having an executive who has blocked any good options for raising revenue and local political
subdivisions that didn't want to agree to an exchange of state funding for additional limitations on
their taxing authority."
* Not voting on the 43-2 vote that moved the big package forward last week: Sens. Machaela
Cavanaugh of Omaha, Steve Erdman of Bayard, Mike Groene of North Platte and Justin Wayne of
Omaha.
* Community spread of the virus is inevitable once public schools resume classes and University of
Nebraska students return to Lincoln, but it will help if all of us do the easy, simple, unselfish, little
gesture of wearing a face mask. How hard is that?
By Don Walton
 


OWH: What to watch for as a Nebraska legislative session like no other ends
 
LINCOLN — State lawmakers have three days left in a rough-and-tumble 2020 session, and expect
some heavy lifting, more venting of frustrations, and maybe a couple of surprises. In a lot of ways, this
year’s suspended-and-then-resumed 60-day session has been a lot like the mythical holiday of Festivus
created on the show “Seinfeld” — a lot of airing of grievances, and some feats of strength.
The grievances? Too much partisanship, too many procedural motions to frustrate debate, and too
much grumping about grudges and slights in the nonpartisan unicameral legislature.
The feats of strength? Pushing a compromise property tax relief/business incentive bill, as well as a bill
banning a type of second-trimester abortion, toward passage in the waning days of the session, after it
appeared that both would be blocked.
The big compromise came after State Sen. Jim Scheer of Norfolk, the speaker of the Legislature,
convened a “super seven” group of legislators. That group finally abandoned a bill that would have
revamped the distribution of state aid for K-12 schools — one blocked by education groups — for a
different, and more modest, plan that has more than enough support. It would provide $125 million to
property taxpayers via a state income tax credit fund next year, ramping up eventually to $375 million.
That’s not a lot of relief — maybe only 6% less on your property tax bill for local schools — but it’s a
surprising reversal from the year ago, when nothing got done in addressing the state’s perennial
problem of high property taxes.
“I think there was a recognition that we couldn’t fail, that we had to put something together,” said Sen.
John Stinner of Gering, one of the architects of the compromise.
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, another of the seven, credited Scheer for “keeping us in a room until
we got an agreement.”
“No one’s particularly happy, but everyone’s going home with something,” Linehan said.
The deal included an update of the state’s tax incentives program for growing businesses, called the
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ImagiNE Act, and a pledge to come up with $300 million in state money for the NExT project at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center, provided the project also gets commitments of $1.3 billion in
federal and private dollars. The project has been billed as a “game changer” for Omaha and the state,
one that will create a national center for response to pandemics, natural disasters and bioterrorism.
More than 8,000 permanent jobs, paying upward of $70,000 a year, would be created.
“The timing is right to go to the Department of Defense and FEMA and say, ‘We’ve got this public-
private partnership, we’re in the middle of the county’ ” and build that response center in Nebraska,
Stinner said.
The state’s current program of tax incentives for businesses, the Advantage Act, expires at the end of
the year, and Linehan said the state cannot be left without such a program to encourage job growth
and business investment.
Some things to watch in the final three days:
Abortion bill
Can supporters of the bill banning dilation and evacuation abortions, called dismemberment abortions
by opponents, stay united? Legislative Bill 814 lacked the needed 33 votes to head off a filibuster when
it first came up this session, but got the support of 34 senators to send it to second-round debate on
Tuesday.
Abortion opponents, led by Sen. Suzanne Geist of Lincoln, say the abortion method is an inhumane and
barbaric procedure that should be banned. Those fighting LB 814 say that similar laws have been ruled
unconstitutional in other states, and the only thing that will be accomplished if the bill is passed is an
expensive legal battle. Passage of LB 814 would be a show of strength for the anti-abortion movement.
Frenetic final days
There’s always some craziness in the final couple of days of a session, as senators scramble to find last-
minute ways to get bills passed that might not already be on the final rounds of consideration.
We’ve already seen Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha file a rare motion to side-step three rounds of debate
on his bill to provide incentives for business growth in low-income areas. And Omaha colleague Sen.
Tony Vargas is seeking a way to get his proposal to improve worker safety in packinghouses — which
hasn’t been advanced from committee yet — passed this session.
Meltdown or ‘kumbaya’?
Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, the Jedi master of the rules, is still in the Legislature, and he has
bottled up the process at the end before, blocking bills he dislikes from passage.
He has only three days left on the floor of the Legislature, where his speeches, scolding and poetry are
legendary (he’s term-limited from running for reelection for the second time after more than four
decades in the Legislature). Will he play nice? Or go out roaring like the mountain lions he works to
protect?
Will there be vetoes?
Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln pointed out that the failure to have final approval on several bills
on Thursday delays that action to Tuesday — and that leaves the measures vulnerable to a veto by the
governor without giving the Legislature a chance to override them.
Once a bill gets the Legislature’s final approval, the governor has five days to decide whether to sign or
veto a bill, or let it become law without his signature. That means that state lawmakers will be long
gone, and home, by the time he renders a final decision on some measures, leaving senators no
opportunity to override any vetoes. A bill allowing smaller cities to use land banks, a means to
redevelop dilapidated lots and homes, is seen as vulnerable, as well as a measure expanding the ban
on racial discrimination to include a person’s hair texture or style.
By Paul Hammel
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LJS: Tax package protects current state programs, according to Appropriations chair
 
It's all doable without endangering adequate funding for ongoing state programs, services and
commitments.
That's the assurance from Sen. John Stinner of Gering, chairman of the Legislature's Appropriations
Committee, the guy with all the facts and figures and projections at his fingertips.
Stinner sat down in his first-floor office at the Capitol the morning after the Legislature's bombshell
action propelled a huge, grand bargain agreement centered on increased property tax relief ahead
toward almost certain passage.
A state-funded $125 million property tax relief proposal — scheduled to rise to $375 million in the fifth
year — was accompanied by a $300 million pledge of state funding for an ambitious $2.6 billion
development at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, along with incremental funding for a new
business development tax incentive program that could cost $150 million in its fifth year.
Big change, big investment, big breakthrough.
But what about funding for ongoing state programs and services, along with the new financial
commitment to fund expanded Medicaid services for an estimated 90,000 Nebraskans?
"It's doable," Stinner said.
"We do not want property tax relief funded with cuts in spending."
So the package comes with built-in safeguards, he said, and is tied to the expectation of annual
revenue growth.
Increasing property tax relief — delivered in the form of refundable state income tax credits for school
property taxes paid — would be coupled to increases in state revenue.
Stinner also insisted on provisions that would restore the state's cash reserve, which senators refer to
as the rainy day fund.  
"That's your crutch," he said. "That's what you lean on."
A provision in the property tax portion of the bill provides that if growth in state tax receipts exceeds
3.5% and the state's cash reserve contains at least $500 million, half of the excess revenue would be
allocated to the new property tax credit fund.
That 3.5% requirement "protects state government," Stinner said. 
"And safeguards provide that we would not fund additional property tax relief until we replenish the
rainy day fund," he said.
Looking ahead, it's clear that Stinner is open to a couple of potential new sources of revenue: a
broadened state sales tax base that includes "pushing away" some exemptions on services and the
possibility of legalizing casino gambling in order to capture revenue that now flows out of Nebraska
and into bordering states.
It's not only Omaha residents and other Nebraskans who cross the Missouri River to gamble at casinos
in Iowa, he said. Busloads of Nebraskans leave the Panhandle to gamble at casinos in South Dakota and
Colorado, Stinner said.
"Let's reform the sales tax or at least take a hard look," he said, pointing to a wide array of exemptions
for services that could be tapped for revenue.
"That needs to be looked at," he said. "A broader sales tax base could also mean a lower rate."
Revenue is needed to fund state appropriations and there are also new challenges looming ahead:
"The prison population situation needs to be taken care of," Stinner said.
Stinner was one of seven senators who helped craft the final compromise that emerged from
negotiations launched by Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk in an attempt to seek agreement on a plan in







the fading days of this legislative session.
The odds stood sharply against reaching any kind of substantial agreement, and the committee was
"about ready to break up and walk away" at one point, Stinner said.
Stinner gives credit to Revenue Committee Chairwoman Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn for not allowing
that to happen — "she was totally invested in this and insisted that we agree on a plan" — along with
Scheer for his leadership in shaping the informal committee, which huddled behind closed doors.
"It was pretty intense," Stinner said. "People were passionate and I kind of like that. 
"At the end of the day, we all kind of huddled up for the good of the state. We decided failure is not an
option. The time to act is right now."
During negotiations, Stinner insisted on replenishing the state's cash reserve.
The property tax component of the agreement begins with relief for about 6% of local school property
taxes paid, rising to an estimated 18% in the fifth year.
The 43-2 vote to advance the bill Wednesday night was stunningly lopsided, with only Sens. Ernie
Chambers and Megan Hunt, both of Omaha, voting no.  
Second-stage floor consideration of the proposal (LB1107) is scheduled when the Legislature returns to
action Tuesday, with the measure listed as the first item on the agenda.   
The coronavirus-interrupted 2020 legislative session will adjourn Thursday.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Sara Howard leaving the Legislature a changed woman
 
Sara Howard stepped into her lawmaking role at age 31, a shy, wide-eyed woman who rarely stood to
speak during debate, unless it was to nicely explain one of her bills. 
She lacked confidence, she says now, and certainly wasn't assertive. 
But because of her demeanor, she jokes, her fellow senators seemingly would no more vote against a
Howard bill than kick a basket of puppies.
A lot has changed, she said last week, but quickly added: "I'm still nice." 
Howard followed her mother to the state Capitol in 2013, after Gwen Howard spent eight years
representing Omaha's District 9. The younger Howard came with a degree from Smith College in
Massachusetts, a doctor of jurisprudence from Loyola University of Chicago School of Law, and
experience as a staff attorney for the Illinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition.
No basket of puppies there. 
Once, when a senator plopped the thousands of pages of the Affordable Care Act on his desk and
proclaimed no one had or could have read it, she answered: I did, several times. 
Now, Howard has two terms as Nebraska state senator on her resume, and even though she is
comfortably hitting her stride, state law says it's time for her and five other term-limited senators to
go.
Who is leaving?
The six term-limited senators are: Lincoln Sen. Kate Bolz, Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers, Speaker Jim
Scheer of Norfolk, Sen. Sara Howard of Omaha, Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue, Omaha Sen. Rick
Kolowski. 
Fellow senators Megan Hunt and Patty Pansing Brooks say they'll miss her leadership on the Health
and Human Services Committee and the floor of the Legislature, and her significant knowledge,
steadfast commitment to her values and mentorship.  
"She's done admirable work to try to train new senators to protect and sustain the value of our
unicameral (Legislature)," Hunt said. "I have admired her measured, thoughtful, compassionate







leadership style for years."
Howard is known as one of the best at the legislative process in recent memory. Great vote counter
and a top-grade manager of the debate, knowing who should speak and when, and how to get the vote
where it needs to go. 
"When she was a freshman, she was the best floor manager I ever had," said former Lincoln Sen. Kathy
Campbell. "She knew how to talk to senators. She knew how to answer questions, get information for
them. That's a skill that not everybody has, and she came with it."
Her first term was a great learning experience, Howard said, and she was reelected in 2016, ready to
take over for Campbell and lead the Health and Human Services Committee.
Then 2017 happened. 
It was described as a coup d'etat, as hugger-muggery. On the first day of the session,  Republicans
carried out a surprising, painful-to-some, election of committee chairs and leadership, ousting some
Democrats and moderate Republicans and replacing them with conservatives and first-year senators.
Howard was among the collateral damage, losing the HHS chairmanship on a 27-22 vote. 
Then, senators spent 30 days of the session fighting over rules. 
"I think something really shifted in 2017 for me," she said. "That was awful. But it forced me to grow in
a way that's been really important."
Howard realized, she said, that the institution of the unicameral Legislature was "quite fragile, and if I
keep looking at it in this beautiful, naive way I wasn't going to be able to preserve it." And she certainly
didn't want to leave it worse off than she had found it when she arrived. 
The ship was righted when she was elected chairwoman of the committee in 2019, and she describes
these last two years as "halcyon days," with senators having conversations about caring for the
institution and its integrity. More people are paying attention, she said. 
And Howard, still one to speak sparingly and measure her words, has become known as one of those
to listen to on the floor, one who can calmly break down a tough subject and explain it so most folks
can understand. 
Votes don't really come from speeches on the mic, she said, but more from sitting down with
someone — face-to-face — to make sure they understand what's in a bill and why it's important. 
Because of this job, she said, she will be able to take a calmness into nearly any other field.
"It gives you a certain perspective on any other type of work that you're doing because we were
making life-and-death decisions, we were impacting families, we were changing the face of our state in
a lot of ways," she said. 
Lots of stress, she said, but also lots of reward. 
Howard was the leader on the series of bills that last week were signed into law that will provide
oversight of the state Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Centers. That's the role of the legislative
branch, she said. 
"It's the first time in four years that we've asserted our authority as a co-equal branch, which shouldn't
be hard and shouldn't be remarkable," she said. "But in this environment, it really is."
Her work on opioids and drug monitoring — continuing the work her mother started — has been most
important to her, because of her sister Carrie's death from an opioid overdose. 
Through it all, she said, it has been satisfying to work in the Legislature, in a job in which she could
affect so many people, a job that was bigger than one young woman from midtown Omaha. 
"I feel very confident to say that I'm very good at this job. And that's the shame of term limits," she
said. 
Is the Legislature a good place for women?
"It can be," she said.







But anyone coming here has to recognize it will be their own hard work that makes things happen, that
creates whatever degree of satisfaction is generated. Their own steam, nothing else, she said. 
It's up to each person, she said, to build a healthy environment, demand the respect she deserves,
create the expertise and credibility that she can, and build the relationships needed to be strategically
successful. 
"If you care about the work, if you care about the institution, it will break your heart sometimes," she
said. 
Howard went through a health crisis in her first term in which she had a seizure in her office and had to
be taken to a hospital. She had another one at home the next night. The only thing the doctors could
tell her was that stress, lack of sleep and working too many jobs must have been the cause, and she
needed to make some changes.
She and other women there have talked about experiences at the Capitol with men casually touching
them in ways that made them uncomfortable. For herself, she said, she has been good at shutting that
down, making those men uncomfortable enough so that they never do it again. 
"I'm very good about healthy boundaries now in a way that I probably wasn't when I started," she said. 
As she leaves the Legislature, Howard is not planning to leave public service. She is running for the
Omaha Public Power District Board in November.  
"I am excited to dig into something that will not break my heart," she said. "Sincerely, let's talk about
energy, let's talk about sustainability, let's talk about coal plants. ... If term limits is forcing me into a
change of pace, then I'm going to lean into it hard." 
But Howard doesn't hesitate to say she would consider coming back. 
"I don't know if I'll miss it in the same way that other people miss it. I've never been comfortable with
the title. I've never been comfortable with all the attention. But I've always loved the work."
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: 'Once-in-a-lifetime lawmaker' Ernie Chambers winds down historic career in
Nebraska Legislature
 
LINCOLN — The most famous Black man in Nebraska and one of the state’s most influential figures will
put yet another mark in the history books this week.
Eight years ago, State Sen. Ernie Chambers became the first state senator to return to the Legislature
after being term-limited out. Now he will become the first to be term-limited twice.
He already holds the record as Nebraska’s longest-serving lawmaker, having represented North Omaha
for 46 years. That’s more than half the years that Nebraska has had a one-house legislature and more
than half his own life.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega of this Legislature,” he said during a recent debate.
Over those 46 years, Chambers has had a hand in innumerable pieces of legislation. He has stood up
for the “least, the last and the lost,” whether Black or not. He has been a thorn in the side of
opponents and has demanded high standards from public officials. And he continues to inspire
generations of Nebraskans to pursue racial justice and equity.
LaVon Stennis-Williams, a North Omaha native who counts Chambers as a friend, said Nebraska has
been fortunate to have Chambers in the Legislature, and his departure will leave a void.
“I think sometimes Nebraska does not understand the power and influence of this man,” she said. “He
just has a heart for helping uplift people.”
Former State Sen. Tanya Cook of Omaha called him “an iconic figure,” while former Sen. Brad Ashford
of Omaha described him as a teacher and mentor. Even those who have found themselves at odds







with Chambers respect him.
“He’s a once-in-a-lifetime lawmaker,” said Chris Rodgers, a Douglas County Board member who
represents North Omaha. “No matter what you think, you have to respect his skill in a deliberative
body.”
Chambers arrived in the Legislature at age 33, a barber whose notoriety as a civil rights activist
preceded him. For most of his career, he has been the only non-white senator in the Legislature.
He stood out in other ways, too, from wearing short-sleeved sweatshirts and jeans every day to taking
up issues others feared to touch.
Much of Chambers’ effectiveness comes from his willingness to follow his conscience, come what may.
He said he honed a strong sense of personal responsibility during his churchgoing youth. He has cast
off religion since, but not the commitment to doing what he believes he ought to do for no other
reward than his own peace of mind.
“I know I’m the most feared and most hated man in this state,” he said. “I know that and it doesn’t
mean anything to me because my life is not based on whether people approve of what I do or agree
with what I do.”
In other moments, he quotes the mantra of Popeye the Sailor Man: “I yam what I yam.”
Chambers multiplied his power as a single senator by becoming the undisputed master of legislative
rules, particularly the filibuster. He put pressure on other senators by taking up time or threatening to
do so.
He often used those extended debates to educate, infuriate and entertain. He provided lessons about
history, especially the history of slavery, and pointed lectures about what he sees as the failings of
white people generally and public officials in particular. He also told fractured Bible stories and tales
from Western movies, interspersed with snippets of song.
Five years ago, Chambers succeeded at one of his career goals, repealing Nebraska’s death penalty.
Conservative senators joined him to pass a repeal bill and override Gov. Pete Ricketts’ veto.
But Nebraska voters reinstated capital punishment the following year, after the governor financed a
referendum petition to put the issue on the ballot. Despite Chambers’ legal efforts, the state executed
Carey Dean Moore through lethal injection two years later, the first execution in 21 years.
“Getting the death penalty abolished, even though it was temporary, meant a great deal to me,”
Chambers said.
He had more lasting success with legislation barring the execution of people convicted as juveniles and
people with mental retardation.
Another lasting accomplishment was the passage of laws requiring district elections for the Omaha
school board, Omaha City Council and Douglas County Board.
That change allowed Black people, and later Latinos, to be elected to those bodies for the first time
ever and gave a voice to a broader range of Omaha neighborhoods. Some of those elected to those
local boards have gone on to higher office, including two of Chambers’ current legislative colleagues,
Sens. Justin Wayne and Tony Vargas.
Chambers’ work reached across the world in 1980, when he pushed for a resolution that made
Nebraska the first state to divest from businesses operating in apartheid South Africa. Omaha City
Council member Ben Gray said the resolution started a domino effect that eventually pressured that
country to do away with its system of state-imposed racial segregation and discrimination.
Another law led to freedom and exoneration for six people convicted in a Beatrice woman’s rape and
slaying. The Beatrice Six collectively spent more than 70 years in prison. The law requires the state to
test DNA evidence if it was unavailable at the time of a trial and could exonerate a defendant.
Other laws banned corporal punishment in the public schools, eliminated the sales tax on groceries,







required grand jury investigations of the deaths of people while in police custody, and established
government liability for bystanders injured in police chases.
Chambers played a key role in creating the Learning Community of Douglas and Sarpy Counties, which
forced Omaha-area school districts to work together on addressing needs of students in poverty, and
he got a portion of the sales tax used to help finance the CHI Health Center earmarked for historical
preservation and anti-gang violence initiatives in North and South Omaha.
He also fought to protect college athletes from having their scholarships yanked after an injury and to
allow them to be paid. He got the same retirement benefits for female state employees as males and
introduced some of the first legislation to bar job discrimination against people on the basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity.
His last bill was signed into law Thursday. Chambers called it a “pee wee” measure compared with
some he has proposed. It will require law enforcement officers to get two hours of anti-bias and
implicit bias training every year. The requirement aims to reduce racial profiling and curb police
violence against Black people.
As important as the legislation he has gotten passed, however, have been the bills he stopped or
slowed.
He has held numerous abortion restrictions at bay, along with attempts to replace the electric chair
with lethal injection. The switch was passed only after he was termed out of the Legislature the first
time. He regularly fights proposals to raise sales taxes and fees on ordinary people.
He was the lone “no” vote in 1997 when Nebraska passed a law banning a late-term abortion
procedure. Yet his objections in the legislative record helped build a case that led to the U.S. Supreme
Court overturning the law.
Chambers has had a hand in many more pieces of legislation, Cook said. Behind the scenes, she said,
he frequently offered to help colleagues fix flaws in their bills.
“He has a lot of influence because he cares so much about the integrity of the institution,” she said.
That respect, both for the Legislature and for the judiciary, shows up in his frequent criticisms of those
who fall short. He has filed numerous complaints alleging ethical failings of judges and pushed for
investigations of wrongdoing by public officials.
Chambers has come in for his share of criticism.
Some argue he should have done more for economic development of his district, which has the highest
percentage of families in poverty in the state. But Cook noted that those complaints are not coming
from his constituents, who have repeatedly reelected him. Others focus on things Chambers has said in
debate. Nearly every year he has provoked outrage and condemnation for comments that others have
called “irresponsible,” “appalling,” “offensive” and “horrifying.” Some comments have been labeled
sexist or anti-Semitic.
Most recently, Chambers criticized State Sen. Julie Slama and Ricketts for a campaign mailer that
former Gov. Dave Heineman and Bob Kerrey, a former governor and U.S. senator, have called racist.
The mailer juxtaposed a photo of Slama’s opponent, Janet Palmtag of Nebraska City, with a photo of
Chambers.
He said the ad was an attempt to scare voters in District 1 into voting for Slama, and he called it dirty
politics. He then said that if Slama wanted to engage in dirty politics, she should not be surprised if
people repeat rumors about why Slama, whom he called a young woman with little life experience,
was appointed by Ricketts.
Other recent controversies include a comment Chambers made during a 2015 hearing about a bill to
loosen concealed carry laws. When the bill introducer said people needed to have guns in bars because
of the Islamic State and “the world situation,” Chambers responded that residents of his district were







more in fear of police than of extremist groups.
“My ISIS is the police. Nobody from ISIS ever terrorized us as a people as the police do us daily. And
they get away with it,” he said.
And last year, he drew condemnation for calling the American flag a “rag” during debate about a civics
education bill that required students to learn respect for the flag, among other things.
“Every hateful thing that was done to Black people was done under the aegis of that rag,” he said,
adding, “You’re more upset by what’s said about that rag than about the savaging of the Constitution.”
Chambers dismisses the criticism.
“I genuinely don’t care what people think of me,” he said. “ I don’t care what they say about me. It’s
just words. My self-respect is intact, my pride is intact and those things that make me what I am when
it comes to my own estimation are all intact, untouched by them.”
He’s equally unperturbed by having to leave the Legislature, calling it “just another bump in the road.”
Chambers hasn’t decided what comes next. A group of supporters has been pushing for him to run for
Douglas County Board this fall. He agreed to do it if they collect enough petition signatures to put his
name on the ballot. He would need to file for the seat by Sept. 1.
And in four years, when he could run for the Legislature again? He won’t rule out the idea, even
though he would turn 87 before the November 2024 election. He said he would consider returning if
“my mind is clear and my health is good.”
After all, there will still be inequities to tackle and people who still need someone to speak out for
them.
“That may put on me a responsibility to live four more years and come back,” he said.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Meet Ernie Chambers: Outside of the Nebraska Legislature, he lives a simple life
 
LINCOLN — Outside of the Legislature, Ernie Chambers feeds squirrels in his yard, shovels snow for
neighbors and lives a simple life.
A North Omaha native, he was born July 10, 1937, as one of seven children of Malcolm and Lillian
Chambers. His father was a minister who worked at the Armour Packing Co. His mother cleaned
houses. They set high standards for their children, and Chambers grew up going to church, where he
developed a strong sense of right and wrong.
He graduated from Omaha Technical High School in 1955, where he was an indifferent student. But he
was an honors student at Creighton University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 1959, and at
Creighton law school, which he attended in the 1960s. He completed his law degree in 1979.
Even in high school, he said, people turned to him for help because he was not afraid to talk back to
white people. By 1961, his outspokenness and his views on race caught the attention of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, which began a decade-long investigation of him.
While in law school, he worked as a distribution clerk at the Omaha Post Office. He was fired in 1963.
Postal officials alleged insubordination, he said he had complained about a white supervisor who had
called him “boy.” He made The World-Herald shortly afterward for single-handedly picketing a
testimonial dinner for the postmaster.
Chambers served in the U.S. Army during the 1960s and later became a barber. The Spencer Street
Barber Shop, where he worked, became a gathering place. He got married along the way and he and
his wife, Jacklyn, had four children and six grandchildren. The couple divorced in the 1970s and she
died in 2000.
Chambers lives in a modest home and maintains strong connections with his North Omaha community.







He can be counted on to help constituents, whether it means helping pay for a headstone or mowing a
lawn. Recently, he donated to an effort to make masks for public housing residents.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Facts and figures from Ernie Chambers' time in Nebraska Legislature
 
Below are some facts and figures from Ernie Chambers' career in the Nebraska Legislature.
* * *
In short
» First elected in 1970.
» Won reelection 11 times in total, including a write-in candidacy in 1988 when he made a
simultaneous bid for U.S. Senate.
» Left the Legislature in 2009 when he was term limited. 
» Returned to the Legislature in 2013 after sitting out one term.
» Longest-serving Nebraska state senator.
Among his accomplishments
Wrote laws that:
» Instituted district elections to foster black representation on the Omaha City Council, the Douglas
County Board and the Omaha school board.
» Banned corporal punishment in Nebraska schools.
» Eliminated the sales tax on groceries.
» Required grand jury investigations of deaths of people in law enforcement custody.
» Established government liability for innocent bystanders injured in police chases.
» Narrowed capital punishment’s application with bills barring execution of juveniles and those with
mental disabilities. 
Demanded investigations of alleged wrongdoing, including:
» Mock lynching of a Black Nebraska National Guardsman in 1976.
» 1984 shooting death of Cairo, Nebraska, farmer Arthur Kirk in a State Patrol standoff.
» Allegations about the business dealings of former Attorney General Paul Douglas with the failed
Commonwealth Savings Co. that led to Douglas’ impeachment in 1983.
» Sexual misconduct allegations arising after the 1988 failure of Franklin Community Credit Union in
Omaha.
» Campaign finance violations that led to the 2006 impeachment and removal of NU regent David
Hergert.
» Use of legislative computers for cybersex that led to the 2017 resignation of Sen. Bill Kintner of
Papillion. 
 


OWH: Check out the poems from State Sen. Chambers' Ernie Grams
 
Omaha State Sen. Ernie Chambers often includes poems in his Ernie Grams, photocopied missives
regularly distributed to legislative colleagues and others. Some poems are brief, some fill multiple
pages; some are light-hearted, some more serious in tone and tenor. Below are a few examples; the
underlining is Chambers'.
* * *
DEFINITION: “Ricketts’ Crickets”
Senators who, for Ricketts are made for,







Belong to him, being bought and paid for.
To Crickets, cash he does disburse
Because he holds the strings to the Purse.
* * *
THE REVOLVING CIRCLE OF HISTORY
“You shall be the death of me!”
The Teacher told the little Boy;
“You’ve not done your History;
“Just once, I wish you’d bring me joy
“By doing your Assignment
“As the other Students do.
“Since I have you on Consignment,
“I am forced to deal with you.
“Yesterday I emphasized
“How necessary is this work,
“Thinking every Student realized
“How bad it is to shirk.
“But no word can you repeat
”Of History, you naughty Elf!”
“There’s no need!” (His tone was sweet.)
“For History does repeat itself!”
* * *
In the Realm of Legislating, one encounters various “schools.”
Herewith, I disclose my Methodology for “Working the Rules”:
Sometimes a pittance
Of Passive Resistence
Known as insistence,
Goes the distance.
 


OWH: NU system struggles with recruitment and retention of Black and Hispanic
professors
 
Kent Blansett says he loved his students, liked the University of Nebraska at Omaha, enjoyed the city
and wasn’t eager to leave.
But this year, the University of Kansas made a pitch to the Native American professor at UNO. KU
wanted to strengthen its Indigenous studies program, Blansett said, and saw him as a good recruit.
Two years ago, Yale University Press published his book on Richard Oakes, the leader of the American
Indian occupation of Alcatraz 50 years ago.
UNO failed to match KU’s offer, Blansett said last month, so this summer he moved to Lawrence,
Kansas. In the process, UNO also lost to KU Blansett’s western history professor wife, Elaine Nelson,
who is white.
Blansett said of UNO: “There was no retention package that was made to me. There was nothing
done.” David Boocker, UNO’s dean of arts and sciences, responded to a reporter’s email by saying that
“contract negotiations are considered personnel matters.”
Blansett’s case illustrates the competitive nature of recruiting and retaining minority faculty members,
including Blacks and Hispanics. Higher education has been especially vocal over the past few weeks







about the urgency to improve race relations in America. The death of George Floyd at the hands of
Minneapolis police provoked protests by Blacks and whites throughout the nation.
A key measure of campus commitment to racial diversity is the number of minority faculty members
and minority students at the institution. At places like UNO, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, numbers of Black and Hispanic professors have not grown as rapidly
as numbers of Black and Hispanic students, and in some cases have not grown at all.
Edna Chun, a higher education diversity consultant in Florida, said isolation in geography in more rural
America works against some colleges. But Chun said want-to is a key element in recruiting minorities.
Networking nationally, crafting the job description so that it isn’t extremely narrow, recruiting
aggressively and showing concern for how already hired minority professors are doing — all are
important elements.
“My theory is: They’re out there, you just have to look,” Chun said of minority scholars. “I don’t think
it’s only a matter of money. ... It’s also how you go about it.”
Gwendolyn Combs, UNL’s director for faculty diversity and inclusion, said it helps to have a “critical
mass” of minority faculty members and students. Then a minority job candidate or prospective student
can envision himself fitting in on the campus.
But one person’s critical mass is not the same as another’s, Combs said.
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Numbers of minority doctorate recipients are rising. Federal statistics show that Hispanic holders of
doctoral degrees more than doubled between 2000-01 and 2016-17, rising from 5,204 to 12,493. Black
doctorate recipients doubled from 7,035 to 14,067, while Native American numbers remain low,
growing from 705 to 746.
Administrators throughout the NU system say their commitment to hiring “underserved” minority
faculty members is genuine. Results are sometimes hard to show because other schools want such
professors, they say. Further, the state of Nebraska doesn’t have the appeal for some minority faculty
members that states rich in minorities, like Michigan and Texas, can provide.
“It’s a work in progress,” said Sacha Kopp, UNO’s senior vice chancellor for academic affairs. But Kopp
said UNO has taken important steps.
Kopp said faculty members and administrators have revamped UNO’s recruitment guidelines over the
past year. Among many things, the guidelines say efforts to hire new professors should include
networking with historically Black colleges and colleges with high Hispanic enrollments.
The guidelines encourage UNO deans and department chairmen to be connected to national pipelines
of scholars by academic discipline.
UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green has emphasized the need for soul-searching, to acknowledge racial
biases and take action, such as improving the recruitment and retention of minority faculty members.
At UNL, the number of Black full-time tenured and tenure-track professors has remained flat over 20
years, with 22 in 2000 and 24 last year.
“I want to understand, why is that the case?” Green said in a recent interview. He said pledges of
improvement have come and gone over the years. This time, he said, “It really has to be different.”
Marco Barker, UNL’s vice chancellor for diversity and inclusion, said his hiring (UNL’s first in that
position, created last year) indicates that UNL wants to make progress. “I absolutely believe there’s a
real commitment” to improving race relations on campus, he said.
Nebraska census information indicates that there should be solid growth in minority enrollments.
Hispanics in the state have more than doubled since 2000 to an estimated 219,645 in 2019, or about
11.4% of the population. Blacks have risen 40% to an estimated 94,830 last year, or 4.9% of the
population.
The census data was compiled by the UNO Center for Public Affairs Research.
At UNO, the number of Black faculty members fell from 27 to 22 from 2000-2019, while Black students
increased over that time from 755 to 936. And at UNK, numbers of Hispanic students have increased
six-fold while, as of 2018, Hispanic professors had increased by one since 2001.
Kopp said UNO has increased a faculty development program in which some faculty are hired before
they complete their doctoral programs. The program is designed to bring more diversity to the
campus. He said UNO targeted eight people for that program two years ago, an additional four last
year and then four more this year.
He said intensified efforts to recruit minority faculty members should be evident in the fall. Of 52 new
faculty members, he said, 12 are Hispanics, Blacks or Native Americans.
Jabin Moore, a UNO senior and student-body president, said he has taken some Black studies courses
in part just to study with Black professors. Outside of those classes, Moore said, he hasn’t had a single
Black faculty member. And in some classes, he said, he has been the only Black man.
Nevertheless, he said, his meetings with UNO administrators suggest to him that they want to hire
more minorities. They are “not trying to sugar-coat things,” he said, and they’re working at it.
Moore said he feels the nation is on the cusp of reform. “I definitely think change will happen,” said
the Omahan, who is majoring in business.
Batool Ibrahim, a junior and president of the Black Student Union at UNL, said it’s important for Black
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students to see Black professors. They understand what it’s like to be a Black student, Ibrahim said, and
they inspire students.
She said she has had only one Black professor in her time at UNL. That was Kwakiutl Dreher, an English
professor, who became a bit of a guide and mentor for Ibrahim in her freshman year. “I cannot thank
her enough for her investment in me as a Black scholar,” said Ibrahim, who plans to become an
attorney.
Martonia Gaskill, a Latino professor at UNK, said the increase in Hispanic students at UNK has been
impressive.
“UNK has made a priority to serve underrepresented populations,” said Gaskill, who is a faculty
member in teacher education and UNK’s Faculty Senate president this year. “And we are doing quite
well in that area. But we need to do the same with faculty.”
It’s not enough just to hire minority faculty members, she said. They need to feel supported and at
home once they’re on campus. “And you have to understand that it’s a two-way thing,” she said. “You
have to be open to change yourself (and) adapt.”
When Claude Louishomme was hired in 2000 by UNK’s political science department, the NU system
had a pool of money for hiring women and minorities, he said.
“From what I see, there hasn’t been any concerted effort” since then, said Louishomme, who is Black.
New NU President Ted Carter has said campus diversity is a priority for him.
Louishomme said he has stayed in part because “I love my colleagues. I work with thoughtful,
supportive, kind folks.”
Now settled in Lawrence, Blansett and Nelson said they were disappointed that UNO didn’t fight to
keep them. But they are eager to get started at Kansas.
Blansett said: “I just said, ‘I’d rather go to a place that I’m wanted.’
By Rick Ruggles
 


LJS: UNL to host online graduation
 
More than 700 degrees will be given to University of Nebraska-Lincoln students who completed their
education over the summer term in a virtual ceremony later this month, according to a UNL news
release.
The ceremony will take place Saturday at 9 a.m. and will feature a commencement address by Marilyn
Moore, retired associate superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools and past president of the Bryan
College of Health Sciences, and appearances from other special guests.
Graduates will be eligible to participate in an in-person graduation ceremony when it is deemed safe to
do so. 
“We absolutely want to welcome all of these graduates to return in the future, once campus is
reopened, to walk across the stage in cap and gown and have that once-in-a-lifetime moment to share
with their friends and family,” said Vanessa Gorman, professor of history and chair of the university’s
commencement committee.
Diplomas will be mailed to students following the ceremony. 
Graduates will receive a graduation cap through the mail so that they can turn their tassels with their
classmates during the virtual ceremony. 
By Nick McConnell
 


OWH: Reports: Big Ten preparing to punt college football for 2020
 







LINCOLN — The college football season — at least for fall 2020 — teetered on the brink of ending as
multiple national news outlets, citing anonymous sources, reported that Big Ten presidents were
meeting Sunday night to discuss postponing all fall sports until at least 2021 because of the
coronavirus pandemic.
ESPN reported that the commissioners of the Power Five conferences — the ACC, Big 12, Big Ten, Pac-
12 and SEC — met Sunday to discuss the possibility of sports this fall, just days after the Big Ten
schedule and additional SEC opponents were announced. Sports Illustrated, also citing anonymous
sources, reported that the Big Ten presidents are moving toward postponement, with an eye on
convincing other Power Five leagues to join them in a joint announcement.
By Sunday night, the same national outlets, citing anonymous sources, said no final decision had been
made by the league presidents.
Reached by text, Husker Athletic Director Bill Moos said there may be “more to discuss” Monday after
the Big Ten athletic directors, as they have more than 100 times this summer, have a conference call.
“Should know more by then,” he said.
World-Herald requests for comment from two key decision-makers at Nebraska — NU President Ted
Carter and UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green — were not immediately answered Sunday evening by the
university’s communications office. Nebraska coach Scott Frost is scheduled to talk to the press at 1:30
p.m. Monday.  
Reported talks to end the season accelerated quickly after the Mid-American Conference announced
the postponement of its season on Saturday. Already, several FCS leagues had announced their
decision to move seasons to the spring. Also on Saturday, the Big Ten voted to keep teams in helmets-
only practices until further notice. Most teams were scheduled to move to padded practices Monday
or Tuesday.
As news poured in Sunday, a group of college football players on social media, led by Clemson
quarterback Trevor Lawrence, lobbied the leaders of the sport to let the 2020 football season happen
using the hashtag #WeWantToPlay, which, by Sunday night, was trending on Twitter.
Lawrence suggested that players might be more likely to contract COVID-19 outside the structure of a
daily football regimen.
“Players will be sent home to their own communities where social distancing is highly unlikely and
medical care and expenses will be placed on families if they were to contract COVID-19,” he said. “…
Football is a safe haven for so many people. We are more likely to get the virus in everyday life than
playing football.”
Lawrence said having a season also incentivizes players to stay as safe as possible, echoing comments
made by Nebraska football coach Scott Frost in June.
“Whether our kids are playing football games or not, or whether our kids are practicing football or not,
they’re at just as high risk — or even a higher risk — of getting it without that structure,” Frost said.
"That’s another reason we allowed kids to come back — because of the structure and things to do.”
Last week, after the Big Ten released its schedule and testing protocols — and after two Big Ten
players, purporting to represent thousands of league athletes, called for even more stringent testing
regimens — a group of Nebraska football players also took to Twitter calling for a season.
“Nebraska has done a great job of doing things the right way and has protected us players,”
quarterback Adrian Martinez said. “We’ll find a way to play here!”
Sunday night, NU strength and conditioning coach Zach Duval tweeted "#LetsPlayFootball,” a
sentiment retweeted by some Husker football players. 
Late Sunday night, players who had been using the #WeWantToPlay hashtag began a new social media
campaign organized by the National College Players Association, the group behind the Pac-12 United
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movement from the previous weekend. Unlike that movement, this new movement called for the
establishment of a college players union, a step the NCPA tried and failed to enact in 2014, along with
safety protocols and eligibility protections.
If the news keeps trending in the same direction, the Big Ten will stop a season before it gets close to
starting.
By Sam McKewon
 


GII: Nebraska among the highest rates of farm bankruptcies
 
COVID-19 has increased the financial stress of farmers and ranchers, who were already struggling
because of low commodity prices prior to the pandemic.
The American Farm Bureau Federation recently reported farm bankruptcies increased 8% over a 12-
month period, with 580 filings from June 2019 to June 2020.
A six-month comparison by AFBF, however, shows the number of new Chapter 12 filings slowing.
According to AFBF, several contributing factors are likely at play as farmers struggle to stay afloat
during the pandemic.
The Midwest, Northwest and Southeast were hardest hit, representing 80% of the filings across the
U.S. Wisconsin led the nation with 69 filings, followed by 38 in Nebraska. Georgia and Minnesota each
had 36 filings.
A closer examination of the numbers, AFBF said, shows that while year-over-year filings increased for
the month of June, filings slowed during the first six months of 2020 compared with the first half of
2019.
The latest AFBF Market Intel, written jointly with the Association of Chapter 12 Trustees, shows from
January to June 2020, there were 284 new Chapter 12 bankruptcy cases, 10 fewer than the same time
in 2019.
CARES aid distribution
According to AFBF, the reduction in filings coincides with aid distributed in the CARES Act that
compensates farmers and ranchers for losses incurred from January through mid-April. The Association
of Chapter 12 Trustees reported that approximately 60% of farm bankruptcies are successfully
completed — the highest successful percentage of all the reorganization chapters.
“Every farm bankruptcy potentially represents the end of a family’s dream,” said Zippy Duvall,
president of the American Farm Bureau Federation. Duvall said the fact that bankruptcy filings slowed
in the first six months of 2020 shows “how important the economic stimulus alongside the food and
agricultural aid from the CARES Act have been in keeping farms above water, but the economic impact
of the pandemic is far from over.”
“It’s imperative that Congress addresses the challenges facing farmers and ranchers in current
coronavirus relief legislation.”
As of Monday, AFBF said that $6.8 billion in CFAP payments have been delivered to farmers and
ranchers. Many farmers, according to the AFBF, particularly those who are not regularly eligible for aid,
have not applied for assistance or may not know the assistance is available. Farmers can learn more
about coronavirus assistance at www.farmers.gov/cfap.
More to the story
AFBF Chief Economist John Newton said bankruptcy numbers don’t tell the whole story.
“The fact that the bankruptcy process is now virtual probably contributed to a decline in numbers,”
Newton said. “CARES Act assistance was also a bandage that slowed the bleeding on many farms, but
those protections will soon expire. Without more help we could expect to see filings begin to rise
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again.”
One area of the farm economy that is struggling is the ethanol industry. Nebraska is the nation’s
second leading producer of ethanol and a vital market for Nebraska corn production. Nebraska has 25
ethanol plants.
A recent story in the Omaha World-Herald reported the ethanol industry’s losses have been more
severe than economists originally predicted, said David Swenson, an Iowa State University economist.
He said it could be years before fuel demand recovers from losses related to the coronavirus pandemic
and other factors that left the U.S. economy in recession.
“The ethanol industry is in worse shape than we thought prior to this pandemic,” said Swenson.
Ethanol companies have been losing money for more than 18 months, Swenson said, and really only
have one path to survival.
“Growth will come from exports, period,” Swenson said.
Swenson said the ethanol industry has suffered because higher fuel efficiency standards for vehicles
has reduced demand, as have a reduction to travel due to the coronavirus pandemic and other factors.
He said the boom in domestic oil production, which made the United States the world’s largest
producers, also hurt markets for ethanol, which was seen as a way to reduce reliance on foreign oil
supplies.
Cortney Cowley, economist Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, recently reported the emergence of
COVID-19 in the United States has created “substantial challenges for all segments of the meat supply
chain, but especially for producers and consumers.”
Cowley said that beginning in April, outbreaks of COVID-19 at meatpacking plants led to significant
disruptions and created issues of oversupply and low prices for livestock producers.
“These disruptions temporarily reduced meat production, which led to higher prices for consumers,
making it more difficult for some households to purchase meat,” Cowley said.
He said consumers also shifted purchases of meat from foodservice to retail outlets, creating logistical
challenges in the supply chain and putting additional upward pressure on wholesale and retail prices.
“Meat production continued to lag 2019 levels even after plants reopened, and changing consumer
patterns could have persistent effects on supply chains,” Cowley said.
He said the agricultural economy had been in a prolonged downturn prior to the pandemic,
intensifying concerns of how COVID-19 and disruptions in the meat production could affect farm
finances.
In 2020, Cowley said working capital on U.S. farms was forecast to decline 16% from the previous year,
and if realized, would be 72% less than in 2012.
“Although farm solvency ratios have increased only modestly, liquidity has declined more considerably
since 2012, highlighting weakening financial conditions among agricultural producers,” he said. “Amid
disruptions related to COVID-19, prices for cattle began to decline in February and, by the end of April,
had declined more than 20%. Prices for hogs were slightly stronger in February and March but also
declined sharply in April.”
Cowley said that modified operations and revised processes related to COVID-19 at packing plants may
continue to put constraints on meat production.
“In addition, higher retail prices, particularly in the midst of an economic downturn, could temporarily
reduce aggregate meat consumption, further weighing on the outlook for producers and consumers of
meat,” he said.
By Robert Pore
 


GII: Scaled-back Nebraska State Fair will be celebration of 4-Hand FFA competitors







 
GRAND ISLAND, Neb. — Ten food vendors and 20 commercial vendors will be on hand for this year's
Nebraska State Fair.
There will be no concerts inside the Heartland Events Center, but musicians will perform outdoors in
the evenings.
So while the fair won't look much like a normal state fair, there will be things to do — and to eat.
There will also be young people to honor. The State Fair, which runs from Aug. 28 to Sept. 7, will be "a
celebration of Nebraska 4-H and FFA youth," says Executive Director Bill Ogg.
Some of the plans, though, have not been nailed down. It's not yet certain if the fair will have open-
class livestock shows.
The 4-H events will take place the first weekend, with FFA the second. They are separated to foster
social distancing.
"I am proud of the fair board for supporting our Nebraska 4-H and FFA youth," Ogg said.
Offering those events is very important, he said. And it's not done without cost.
"There's well over $200,000 that will be invested in that," Ogg said.
While he applauds the decision to go ahead with this year's fair and supports it, financially it would
have been better for Nebraska to follow the lead of other states and cancel the fair.
But, Ogg said, it will be good for people to get together.
Programs and policies are in place to keep people safe, Ogg said.
"But that said, people are hungry to get together," he said. "They are hungry for a wholesome social
interaction. That's what the fair is. It's a reunion of people, an annual get-together where you may
share a corn dog with your neighbor, who you don't talk to all year long.
That's what we want the fair to be."
Officials have invited other breed associations to take part.
"If they can basically fund their own show, then we certainlywill provide the facilities and be as
hospitable in hosting their event as we can," Ogg said. "But in terms of assuming the risk or offering the
prize money that the fair typically does, we can't do that this year."
Some of the fair's events are up to those groups.
"The ball is in their court," Ogg said. "If we get 650 head of cattle entries, we'll have an open-class
livestock show. If we get a certain number of Boer goat entries, we'll have a Boer goat show. So it's all
entry-dependent."
He hopes the exhibitors step up, and he means that in an "encouraging and inviting" way, he said.
"I sincerely hope we can do it. But it's one of those deals where they're coming for the bragging rights
and the advertising of having the grand champion at the Nebraska State Fair, not for the prizemoney
and awards, because that's unavailable to us this year," Ogg said.
Musicians will perform evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. The shows will take place at the Pump & Pantry Party
Pit on the Pepsi Party Stage.
Those artists are "coming and performing because they love to perform," Ogg said. They will not be
paid.
The open-class livestock shows, if they happen, will take place during the week.
Also on weekdays, fairgoers may enjoy Raising Nebraska, which Ogg praises.
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission will have activities, which will be focused on the weekends.
School tours will not take place, Ogg said. Admission to the fair will be free. A veterans program will be
held on Labor Day.
Most traditional types of fair food will be available. Ogg hopes that local residents will visit the fair for
lunch or dinner.







The commercial vendors will set up outdoors. Many of them will be more of a display type of vendor
rather than an "actual overthe-counter retail type of vendor," he said, adding that "our business
partners have been so cooperative."
Those vendors are appearing almost more to support the fair than they are for economic benefit, he
said.
The 4-H and FFA events will be strong and attract good numbers, Ogg said.
"Beyond that, I don't anticipate large crowds. Again, the attractions are so much fewer than what we, I
think, want and have expected the fair to provide," he said.
Fair officials "genuinely are excited to host what we've got. And then we take a breath and say we
don't have much," Ogg said.
The fair will also have equine events.
Ogg expects a foundation quarter-horse show and mounted shooting, team penning and cutting
events.
There won't be any motor sports or a carnival.
But there is still a possibility of a bullfighting event. Tickets would be required for that event, which
would run the opening weekend.
The evening concerts will provide people an opportunity to just get together and celebrate something
good, Ogg said.
Ogg,who started his job in June, can't really encourage large gatherings because it's contrary to the
wishes of health officials and political leaders.
"So we want people to come, again, for the wholesome aspect of a reunion with their neighbors" and
to support 4-H and FFA members, he said.
"I personally would like them to come to know that we didn't close the doors, and we're doing the best
that we can," Ogg said.
He wants to welcome their advice and guidance about "how to return the Nebraska State Fair to even
a bigger and a brighter future."
By Jeff Bahr
 


Scottsbluff SH: Yurts built in Sidney come with a ‘cool factor’
 
SIDNEY -- When Ken Sawyer’s business partner from South Dakota called him asking if he would like to
run a yurt factory, Sawyer jokes that he replied the way most folks would: “What the heck is a yurt?”
Within a week, Sawyer was on his way to Colorado to check out the factory there, and within a month,
Freedom Yurt-Cabins had moved to the Sidney Industrial Park.
A yurt is a round structure, most often soft-sided, or as Sawyer, operations manager and president of
the company, describes it, “a glorified tent.” The yurt came from the original ger, a Mongolian form of
the structure that was portable and often covered with skins or felt for nomadic groups in Central Asia.
Freedom Yurt-Cabins are not soft-sided, but they can be moved. They are more of a cabin structure,
but with insulated sides, flooring and a ceiling. The roof is covered with a Duro-Last material able to
withstand high winds and hail.
The yurts range from 219 square feet up to 490 square feet and weigh between 5,000 and 9,500
pounds. The company has some clients who place their yurts in their back yard as a sort of guest
house, and some who are using their yurt as a location for home schooling. Yoga studios, massage
parlors and a mountain biking facility have all used Freedom’s yurts, and the city of Grand Prairie,
Texas, will be putting yurts around the community’s lakes for rentals.
Kits are shipped to the consumer for assembly using detailed instructions and videos provided by the







company. Sawyer said it would take a typical team of two to three people three to four days to
assemble the final product, depending on the skill level of the individuals doing the work.
Freedom currently employs nine full-time and four part-time workers with plans to expand production.
The Sidney City Council recently approved $112,500 in economic development funding to help the
company reach its goal of doubling production in 2021.
Sawyer, who grew up in Valentine, attended Eastern Wyoming College for its welding program and
started his career at Tuttle Inc. in Friend. He said he has worked a number of jobs over the years,
always working his way up to a supervisory position. He started a business in Colorado installing sound
system cabinetry and insulation until he and wife, Misty, moved to South Dakota for a few years. When
Misty landed a new job in Sidney, they came back to Nebraska.
Yurts made in the Sidney facility can withstand winds up to 120 mph, and can be found from Alaska
and Canada and all the way to the Patagonia region of Chile. A customer recently indicated she would
be placing a Freedom yurt on the Arctic Circle.
“Some are off-grid, so they’re totally without power and heating and air and all that,” marketing
manager Scott Cowan said. “They’re for the survivalists who want to just go out and have a cabin in the
woods and get away from it all. Then you have the people who really set them up nice and have a
complete house set-up.”
Some users connect multiple yurts for a different type of living experience. Cowan said the sky is the
limit for the yurts, as he found out on his first visit to the factory.
“They had one set up in the back, and I went in it, and as soon as you walk in one, you want one,” he
said. “There’s just this cool factor to them.”
By Mark McCarthy
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska begins a smart strategy to boost local arts economies
 
The arts are an important part of community identity. If properly nurtured and supported, they’re also
an important part of a community’s economy.
Nebraska’s “creative economy” generates more than $5 billion in sales while supporting more than
40,000 jobs, according to Michael Seman, a Colorado State University professor specializing in arts
management and economic development issues. That’s a considerable contribution to local economies
and community spirit, whether from performances at a large venue such as the Orpheum or Holland
Center in Omaha or at smaller settings in communities such as Brownville, Holdrege, McCook,
Scottsbluff and at county fairs and festivals across the state.
The Nebraska Legislature acknowledged the importance of arts promotion by recently approving
legislation to designate “creative districts” in Nebraska communities. A creative district is “an urban
area intended to create a critical mass of places of cultural consumption, including art galleries,
theaters, music venues and public squares,” says the bill sponsor, State Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha.
Nebraska has been one of only two states lacking creative district designations.
At least 20 Nebraska communities have sent word to the Nebraska Arts Council that they intend to
apply for such a designation, says Suzanne Wise, the council’s executive director. “We’ve identified six
candidates in Omaha alone,” Wise told The World-Herald. “One community asked us if we’d consider
the county a cultural district. So interest is running the gamut from the expected, Omaha and Lincoln,
to really small towns.”
Down the road, communities participating in the program will be able to apply for competitive grants.
One revenue source will be arts-related specialty license plates just approved by the Legislature.
“A cultural district program is a great policy tool,” says Seman, who has done an academic paper on







Omaha’s music scene and the local economy. “Formally acknowledging these districts and offering
ways to help develop the physical spaces facilitating creative activity, innovation and entrepreneurship,
while also lending support to those driving it, is smart and will pay dividends to the entire community.
One needs only to look at Omaha’s music scene, Saddle Creek Records and Slowdown to see the
benefits of city leaders working with their local creative ecosystem and leveraging policy tools to help it
reach the next level.”
A community doesn’t have to be large to have a viable creative district, Wise says. She cites the
example of a small town in western Nebraska: “They may not have an art museum or performing arts
center, but they’ve probably got a community hall where everything from town council meetings to
touring cowboy poets perform. Perhaps a locally owned Western clothing store. A café that makes a
local breakfast specialty that no one outside of the community has ever heard of. A dance and yoga
studio and a public library that has a small art gallery space and genealogical corner. They may not
think of themselves as a cultural district, but when you put all of these things together, it creates a
portrait of a unique community.”
In Boone County, Paul and Lori Hosford have been co-directors of the Albion Area Arts Council since
2005. They well explain the value the arts provide Nebraska communities: “We believe that
communities are multifaceted ecosystems — everything relates to everything else. By looking at all
aspects of a community, the cultural infrastructure — an ‘intangible’ infrastructure that no one can see
or touch — becomes evident. This cultural infrastructure is as important to a sustainable community as
water and power and streets are. ... Thus to be successful in the long term, community development
needs to focus on much more than just chasing smokestacks — it needs to identify and nurture what
makes a community ‘tick.’ ”
It’s a smart strategy for Nebraska to nurture communities’ creative spirit, to the benefit of their
economy and sense of place.
 


OWH Editorial: Omaha's public-private partnership for VA project serves as a national
model
 
Officials will gather this month to dedicate the new, $86 million Omaha VA ambulatory clinic. The
event will present an occasion for celebration on two important counts.
Above all, our area can salute the sound design of the new, 157,000-square-feet facility and the care it
will provide Nebraska veterans.
In addition, Omahans can appreciate how the public-partnership approach that Omaha has pioneered
for so many successful local projects is being lauded as a national model for other VA projects where
practical.
The original cost estimate for the Omaha VA project was $120 million. But significant savings in cost
and construction time came within reach once Heritage Services, which has spearheaded a range of
public-private civic partnerships in Omaha, stepped forward to participate.
Local philanthropic contributions for the project totaled $30 million, and a private-sector design review
method reduced the construction timeline by almost four and a half months, a Government
Accountability Office report found.
In the end, the total cost dropped to $86 million, more than 28% below the original estimate.
This achievement stands in great contrast to the delays and cost overruns experienced in some other
VA projects, most notably in Aurora, Colorado.
The new Omaha facility is set to offer impressive medical care for Omaha-area veterans. The clinic will
feature new exam rooms, an outpatient-surgery suite and a women’s health clinic, allowing about 400







additional outpatients to visit the medical center each day. Patients for the women’s clinics will have
their own waiting and service areas.
More primary care rooms are on the middle floor, which is connected to the main hospital by a hallway
decorated with windows built to resemble the colored cloth ribbons on a service member’s uniform.
Members of Nebraska’s congressional delegation helped this project move forward by clearing away
procedural roadblocks, since Congress needed to change federal law in order for the Omaha public-
private approach to proceed. Former 2nd District U.S. Rep. Lee Terry pushed for the change, and his
successor, Rep. Brad Ashford, worked successfully across the partisan divide to get congressional
leaders to allow a vote. First District Rep. Jeff Fortenberry lent support, and current 2nd District Rep.
Don Bacon has kept close tabs recently. Sen. Deb Fischer steered it forward in Congress’s upper house.
Omaha-area residents can celebrate laudable benefits from this ambitious, well-done project: millions
of dollars in cost savings and, most important of all, improved medical care for our area’s veterans.
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska lawmakers must join together to finish 2020 session
constructively
 
Nebraska state senators return to the Capitol on Tuesday, and only three days remain in this year’s
legislative session. It’s a tight schedule. But lawmakers must complete a crucial task.
They must move the compromise on taxes and business incentives forward, amending it as
appropriate, then give it final passage.
In doing so, they can demonstrate to the public that they can move past their honest differences and
avoid the gridlock that so often afflicts Congress and burdens our nation.
This doesn’t mean all state senators will be happy with the outcome — it’s a compromise. Lawmakers
and stakeholders have been woefully fractured for months on these tax, school funding and incentives
issues. So, the only way forward is through a responsibly negotiated compromise. Which fortunately is
what the Legislature has before it.
Lawmakers made an encouraging start in the first round of debate. From differing perspectives and
interests, they identified areas for further discussion, scrutiny and, in some cases, amendment. They
sent the much-needed message that they want to work together to hone the legislation into final form.
This week, they must finish that important task. They must demonstrate they can come together for
the good of Nebraska.
 


OWH Editorial: A rare political success boosts our treasured national parks
 
It’s a win as tall as the sequoias, as deep as the Grand Canyon, as broad as Death Valley.
Forgive the hyperbole — we are giddy that our divided, sclerotic Congress came together to approve
the Great American Outdoors Act, signed this week by President Donald Trump.
The law, which passed the House 310-107 and the Senate 73-25 and had backing of 850 organizations,
will enable the National Park Service to work on $20 billion in deferred maintenance at national parks,
ensuring preservation of our national heritage.
Called the most consequential conservation bill in a generation by the Sierra Club, it provides $900
million a year to the Land and Water Conservation Fund and makes that a mandatory spending
program. The fund was created in the 1960s and was to be financed with lease payments from energy
development on federal lands, but that money was consistently used for other purposes.
While Nebraska doesn’t have a national park and only a little national forest, we all can enjoy visiting
places such as Yellowstone, Badlands, Yosemite, Arches and so many more. Some of the money from







the new law also goes to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Indian Education, and will
be used for parks and playgrounds in urban areas.
With nearly a billion dollars a year in spending and a massive backlog of maintenance, the act provides
infrastructure jobs — the type of spending that helped lift the country from the Great Depression and
built many civic assets still in use.
All this good was achieved after 20 years of advocacy, with House sponsors ranging from the late John
Lewis to Nebraska’s Jeff Fortenberry. It was pushed to the finish line by two Western senators in tough
re-election races: Cory Gardner of Colorado and Steve Daines of Montana. They met with Trump in
March and won his support. It’s as if the political system worked.
Writer and historian Wallace Stegner called our national parks “the best idea we ever had. Absolutely
American, absolutely democratic, they reflect us at our best rather than our worst.”
So there’s your good news for August. We now return to 2020, already in progress.
 


OWH Editorial: Blood plasma donations are an important weapon against COVID-19
 
We need every weapon possible against COVID-19. A vital one is blood plasma, proven to help people
who are recovering from the virus. Appointments for donations can be made with the American Red
Cross and the Nebraska Community Blood Bank. The need is considerable. These donations are a great
way to help our community during this extraordinary emergency.
 


OWH: Weysan Dun: Don't revoke police officers' qualified immunity
 
Without question, policing and law enforcement in the United States must continue to improve to
better reflect the expectations of our changing society. Several proposals for police reform legislation
have been offered; some have merit, some require refinement and some are ill-advised. We must
balance potential benefits with negative and possible unintended consequences when considering
change.
One proposal that would have significant and potentially negative consequences is restricting or
eliminating qualified immunity for law enforcement officials.
Qualified immunity applies to most government officials, not just to police officers. It was originated in
1982 by the U.S. Supreme Court in Harlow v. Fitzgerald, wherein the court explained, “government
officials performing discretionary functions generally are shielded from liability for civil damages
insofar as their conduct does not violate clearly established statutory or constitutional rights of which a
reasonable person would have known.” This shield is not absolute. It does not protect “the plainly
incompetent or those who knowingly violate the law,” the Supreme Court said in Malley v. Briggs in
1986.
It’s not true, as some believe, that qualified immunity prevents accountability for police misconduct. To
the contrary, it protects both society and law enforcement in a carefully balanced manner that has
been refined by the courts over many years. As the U.S. Supreme Court stated in Pearson v. Callahan in
2009, “Qualified immunity balances two important interests — the need to hold public officials
accountable when they exercise power irresponsibly and the need to shield officials from harassment,
distraction and liability when they perform their duties reasonably.”
The rationale for qualified immunity for police is twofold. First, it permits officers to perform their
duties without fear of constantly defending themselves against tenuous claims. Second, it allows the
public to recover damages when a reasonable officer would know that their conduct violates a
person’s constitutional or legal rights. Police officers are entitled to qualified immunity only when their
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actions do not violate a clearly established statutory or constitutional right. The objective
reasonableness test is used to determine if the officer is entitled to it; the officer is judged from the
perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the vision of 20/20 hindsight.
Qualified immunity is not a guarantee against being sued.
Law enforcement is a difficult profession, with many challenges and risks, as well as significant
intangible rewards. Law officers often must make split-second, life-or-death decisions where any
hesitation can result in serious injury or death.
The widely publicized 2018 case involving Omaha Police Officer Ken Fortune and John Ezell Jr., provides
a vivid example of how quickly police actions can become deadly for the officer. After a brief chase and
car stop, Officer Fortune approached the car in which Ezell was a passenger. Ezell opened the car door
and said “what’s going on?” as he pointed a gun and shot Fortune. Officer Fortune did not have time to
unholster his sidearm, let alone return fire. Ezell then shot at other officers before he was shot by
return fire. Both Officer Fortune and Ezell survived and no one else was injured. This case shows how
quickly police officers can face fatal injury: In the length of time it takes to say ”what’s going on?”an
officer was shot with no prior indication of a deadly threat.
Our society expects a lot from officers. We expect them to confront potentially dangerous individuals
so we do not have to do so. We expect them to deal with horrific scenes that would give most people
nightmares. We expect them to react with unwavering compassion and understanding when dealing
with people experiencing the worst moments of their lives, regardless of the officers’ own life stresses.
We expect them to react calmly and professionally when confronted with verbal and sometimes
physical abuse. We literally expect them to run toward the sounds of gunfire while others are running
away. Police officers live up to these expectations every day.
We rightfully expect a lot of law officers because we entrust them with significant power and authority.
However, we should not expect them to be injured or killed while doing their job, nor should we expect
them to put their livelihoods and the financial welfare of their families on the line every time they are
forced to make a split-second, life-or-death decision.
Our courts have granted law enforcement officers qualified immunity, with significant limits. Further
restrictions or outright elimination of qualified immunity could make it virtually impossible to recruit
qualified individuals into the profession. It could also cause officers to hesitate at critical moments,
resulting in serious injury or death, and could make officers reluctant to engage in high-risk situations,
which would be deleterious for public safety.
Laws are the fabric of civil society. We entrust law enforcement officers with the power to uphold and
enforce those laws. Law enforcement officers keep the fabric of our society from being torn apart by
those who have no respect for others. They are the “thin blue line” between civil society and anarchy.
We should not make their jobs more difficult.
Weysan Dun is a retired veteran of the FBI and served as the special agent in charge of multiple FBI field
offices around the U.S., including the Omaha field office, which covers Nebraska and Iowa.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: New Omaha VA clinic is the fruit of strong collaboration
 
Nebraska is proudly home to over 120,000 veterans, representing nearly 10% of our state’s adult
population. These veterans fought for our country in conflicts across the world, from the Pacific to
Europe to the Middle East. While we can never fully repay them for their sacrifice, we can provide
them with the high-quality medical care promised to them in exchange for their service.
On Aug. 17, Omaha’s new VA ambulatory care clinic, which includes 157,000 square feet of suites for
outpatient surgeries, a section designed specifically for care for female veterans, and new exam rooms,







will open its doors. The clinic demonstrates a genuine commitment toward fulfilling our promise to our
veterans. These services are more important than ever as thousands of our veterans are affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
This $86 million project was the result of a public-private partnership that I was proud to help bring
into fruition and that should serve as a model for other communities looking to serve their veterans.
Since my election in 2012, this project has been a priority of mine. In 2016, with infrastructure aging at
the Omaha VA facility, Congress appropriated $56 million for a new veterans’ ambulatory care clinic.
However, the project was low on the list of priorities for the Department of Veterans Affairs, and
significantly more funding was needed.
Nebraska community leaders and businesses developed a creative solution, which became the CHIP In
for Vets Act. This legislation allowed community members to help take care of their own local veterans
by contributing to the planning and construction of VA facilities. By allowing outside groups to pitch-in,
projects could be completed more efficiently than through federal construction alone. As I worked
with then-U.S. Reps. Brad Ashford and Lee Terry, representing Nebraska’s 2nd District, as well as VA
Secretary Bob McDonald, to move this legislation across the hurdles, Omaha business leaders who
were enthusiastic about the idea got to work raising an additional $30 million locally for the project.
Securing the passage of any legislation requires quite a bit of elbow grease and focus these days, but
we took to the challenge the entrepreneurial and tireless Nebraska spirit that animated the project
from the outset, navigating political roadblocks along the way. I worked on a bipartisan basis with
leadership such as former Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., then chairman of the Senate Veterans Affairs
Committee, and House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D-Md. In December 2016, the CHIP In for Vets Act
passed Congress. Shortly after, President Barack Obama signed it into law, paving the way for
construction on the new Omaha VA facility to begin.
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, this clinic has now been completed according to schedule in just two
years and will soon be open to the public. Because of the public-private partnership, the VA was able
to build this facility more quickly and approximately $34 million under the original $120 million cost
estimate for a standard VA federal construction project.
For other states and communities looking to serve their veterans, the success of Omaha’s public-
private partnership serves as a model for efficiency and cost-savings. The completion of this clinic
highlights what is possible when community leaders work in tandem with the VA and their
representatives in Washington to support local veterans. I am proud that my fellow Nebraskans rose to
the occasion and helped make this ambulatory care clinic a reality, ensuring that the people who
served our country have the care they have earned.
Deb Fischer is Nebraska’s senior U.S. senator and a former Nebraska state senator.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Nebraska child care businesses face enormous challenges
 
Steph Allen has already weathered one unimaginable crisis, the nightmare scenario that struck Grand
Island and her new Teaching Tree childcare center this spring.
She had to close the Teaching Tree for eight weeks as the COVID pandemic hit Hall County earlier and
harder than almost any other spot in Nebraska. When she reopened in June, her enrollment and
revenue plunged by 40 percent. It’s only now that enrollment is back up and daily operations are
starting to feel somewhat normal.
The good news is that both Steph and her high-quality child care center are still standing.
The bad news is that she can already see another crisis looming on the horizon.
“My biggest fear is when school starts back up in Grand Island,” she says. “How are parents going to







react if schools have to close? Will my staff want to close here? And if it gets to the point that I have to
close again, I will absolutely be in trouble financially unless there’s another round of (COVID relief)
funding.
“So, what scares me the most? The months of August through December.”
Nebraska’s child care system is economically staggering four months into COVID-19, according to the
Buffett Early Childhood Institute’s new statewide survey of 1,000 licensed child care providers. The
next four months could bring further financial blows that many child care providers won’t survive.
Most child care providers responding to the survey lost at least a quarter of their income this spring
and summer. Child care centers are faring even worse — nearly 4 of 10 report that income has been
sliced in half this year.
This situation would have looked even more dire if not for COVID aid. More than a third of Nebraska
child care providers surveyed have received federal Personal Protection Program loans. Two-thirds
received smaller, $1,000 private grants. Every provider interviewed for this story portrayed those funds
as a lifesaver as they struggled to stay afloat.
But too many child care providers are sinking — and many more could sink soon.
Roughly 1 of every 7 Nebraska child care providers was closed for business in June, according to the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. Many will never reopen, further straining an
already strained system — many providers already operated on shoestring budgets, and many
Nebraska families already struggled to find affordable, quality care for their children long before
COVID-19.
The looming crisis: Many more Nebraska child care businesses appear to be barely above water. More
than half the providers surveyed said they will “definitely” or “probably” need financial assistance if the
pandemic continues into fall and winter.
Put another way: Half of providers surveyed say they will likely close their doors without financial help.
“Calling this an economic crisis is accurate,” says Dr. Kathleen Gallagher, the Buffett Institute’s director
of research and evaluation. “We heard again and again from providers, that if this continues, they
don’t think they will make it.”
The past four months have also taken a worrisome toll on the physical and emotional health of
Nebraska’s providers as they care for our children.
More than three-quarters of providers surveyed report stress-related sleep changes during COVID.
More than half say they are having trouble concentrating. Roughly half report that they are sad or
depressed some or most of the time.
Yet providers are still resiliently showing up for work, say Gallagher and Dr. Alexandra Daro, a Buffett
Institute research specialist and survey co-author. Many providers report using self-care practices like
deep breathing and walks outside to be able to cope and get ready for the next workday.
“This is so Nebraskan,” Gallagher said. “These people are in pain, and they are still doing their jobs.”
Said Daro: “But they are also flat-out saying, ‘I am worn out. I am tired. This is taking its toll.’”
Rita Kirch, a longtime child care provider in Oshkosh, said her 24-child business never closed this spring
as COVID cases stayed low in her western Nebraska county.
But Kirch still lost half of her children and income this spring before returning to nearly full capacity in
July. She may have had to shut down her business if she hadn’t received a PPP loan, she says.
Kirch thinks her child care will make it, so long as COVID doesn’t hammer Garden County. If the virus
does spread in the area, the future darkens.
“As this year has gone on, we have gotten into a better routine and had more structure here,” she said.
“We’re sticking together. So that’s good.
“But I don’t think we are ever going to be normal again.”







Matthew Hansen, managing editor at the Buffett Institute, is a longtime Nebraska newspaper
columnist.
 


OWH: Mask usage
 
Gov. Ricketts believes there would be fewer people wearing masks if they were mandated to wear
them, and he may be right, as there does appear to be a defiant attitude toward mask wearing
predominant in the state. But in Kearney what I observe is that people only wear masks in stores like
Walmart and Menards where they are mandatory. Everywhere else they go without.
Andrew White, Kearney
 


OWH: OPS isn’t the one to blame
 
If you are upset about the decisions regarding the opening of Omaha Public Schools, you need to place
a call directly to the Governor’s Office. Gov. Ricketts’ inaction is directly responsible for the increase in
COVID cases we are now experiencing, putting Nebraska on the national “hot” list. He has stubbornly
refused to implement a mask mandate, address state outbreak hot spots and opened businesses too
soon — all of which, if addressed, would have reduced infections. Ricketts is obviously more concerned
about his national standing and relationship with the White House, than he is with the welfare of the
citizens of our state.
Scott Winkler, Omaha
 


OWH: Ricketts 1.0 logic
 
Welcome to the petri dish in the world series of the coronavirus. We Omahans have now been
recognized as owners of our very own COVID-19 spike. Omaha also has reached the dubious status as
the only city in the U.S. 100th largest not to require the wearing of face coverings because we have a
governor who (watch this slippery logic) believes that we can promote the wearing of masks by not
requiring their usage.
Using Pete Ricketts 1.0 logic, one could argue that we don’t need any awkward laws or other
regulations because they only encourage the behaviors that most of us silly citizens think they deter.
I’m not sure whether I have stumbled into “Alice in Wonderland” or a quirky Cornhusker State version
of “Nineteen Eighty-Four.” If requiring the wearing of masks in the face of a deadly disease will only
tempt people not to follow the law, what do we need laws for anyway? Why elect a governor at all? If
speed limits only tempt people to step on the gas, why pay police to issue speeding tickets? Under
Ricketts 1.0 logic, junking penalties for drunken driving should encourage sobriety.
Bruce E. Johansen, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 8/9: 'Grand bargain' by Legislature a throwback to nonpartisanship
 
The Nebraska Legislature this week provided a lesson in negotiation, compromise and responsible
governance that the Congress would do well to emulate.
It did so when it crafted a bill that provides property tax relief for all Nebraskans, creates a new
business development tax incentive program and pledges millions in state funding for a $2.6 billion
project at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
Presented separately, the measures became intertwined and gridlocked with a group of largely rural







senators, who favored the proposed property tax relief bill, holding hostage the business incentive and
UNMC bills that were sought by the urban and business interests.
Enter a “super seven” group of lawmakers brought together by Speaker Jim Scheer to hammer out a
comprehensive bill that would, somehow, satisfy competing interests and, importantly, be able to gain
approval in the final days of the coronavirus-split legislative session.
The result was LB1107, which with its filibuster-proof 43-2 advancement Wednesday is certain to pass
by the session's end and has the support of Gov. Pete Ricketts.
As is the case with every compromise, LB1107, in the words of Sen. John McCollister, is “a very good
bill” but “perfect it is not.”
Rural property tax relief leaders complained that the $125 million in new state income tax credits to
owners of homes, businesses and farmland -- estimated to be the equivalent of a 6% property tax cut -
- was too small.
At the same time, Sen. Kate Bolz of Lincoln and others were concerned that the property tax credits
that will rise to $375 million in their fifth year and the UNMC project that will require $300 million in
state funds could deplete the state’s cash reserve funds and, without future tax increases, result in
drastic cuts to existing state programs, including the University of Nebraska.
The Journal Star editorial board shares those concerns, particularly as the state is bracing for the
impact of the coronavirus pandemic on tax revenues and won’t receive revenues from the businesses
that take advantage of the development tax exemptions.
It also would have been more assuring if the bill had appropriated some cash to cover part of the
state’s share of the UNMC project, which is dependent on federal designation of a new national
disaster response center on the Omaha campus.
That said, the broad result of LB1107 is nothing but positive as it successfully addresses three priorities
-- property tax relief, with no lid that would have eventually strangled public schools; the business
development incentive, which, unfortunately, the state has to have to compete with others; and
starting the process to obtain the disaster response center.
That happened only because senators made a “grand bargain,” with all parties giving up something to
get the acceptable and necessary final package.
Admittedly, the nonpartisan nature of the Legislature almost certainly made that compromise easier.
But it still should serve as an example for the Democrats, Republicans and Trump administration in
Washington as the way to address the issues staggering the country, starting with the economic relief
package.
 


LJS Local View: A step beyond punishment
 
On July 13, a couple of news stories that detailed two tragic events in Lincoln made their rounds on
various news outlets. In separate, yet, unrelated instances over the span of a day, two human lives
were lost at the hands of two different men a mere five blocks apart from each other.
A couple of days later, I was shooting the breeze with an Uber driver over my lunch hour when small
talk turned to mentions of the headlines. My driver said to me jestingly, “You live in that
neighborhood, huh? The one with those murders the other day? I wouldn’t want to live down there.
You got sons killing their fathers, and people killing each other in the streets. That’s just a bad
neighborhood.”
It was the kind of day not seen in Lincoln since 1976, and he had likely seen the headlines or heard the
news clips. Perhaps, he’d caught wind of the happenings from a friend of a friend who maybe knew
someone who lives in the neighborhood. Who could blame the guy for entering that conversation with







that perception when the events that took place were absolutely horrific tragedies?
Yet, the immediacy of those simple, non-malicious statements felt like a deeply rooted personal attack.
In an attempt to unravel my discomfort, I pinpointed it back to a defensiveness at the immediacy of his
judgments. You see, the driver had never shared a meal, or even a conversation, with the young men
charged in those two deaths.
He had never shared a laugh with either of them, nor called them “neighbor.” Moreover, he had never
exchanged a warm smile or a genuine greeting with either of the young men.
Those men are not merely the worst things they’ve ever done. I know this because I am privileged
enough to know them both. I’ve shared many meals in my home with one of the young men. I’ve had
warm conversation with the other outside his home and seen him often spending time with and caring
for his little brother.
I have called both of these young men neighbor. And friend.
My faith instructs me, and many of you, to love our neighbor. If we follow these instructions, it’s
impossible to reduce those men to just headlines or soundbites. “… God said: 'Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness'” (Genesis 1:26).
If we subscribe to this belief system and have faith that there is an inherent value and goodness set
inside of us by the Creator, we cannot judge so fiercely, and so unempathetically. We are defined by
this image and likeness, just as we are defined by the love Christ has for us. We, as humans, are also
defined by His capacity to bestow mercy.
I’m not advocating against consequences for our infractions in this world. What I am asking for,
however, is that we remind ourselves that they are human, just as we are.
What I am requesting is a willingness to allow others the opportunity for redemption. What I do wish
for is a system that allows for redemption and retribution. Restoration and not just punishment. Let us
pray that we see no heart as irredeemable. Instead, let us imitate Jesus. Let us know the people around
us as our neighbors and let us view them as ... beloved.
Brody M. Van Roekel is executive director of Atlas: Lincoln, an organization that helps people in Lincoln
through Christian peer-support and mentorship.
 


LJS: Don't rush to open schools
 
I’m sure you’ve heard it said that “Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting
different results.”
For the last several months, we have watched as governors in several states have rushed to reopen
everything despite medical advice to the contrary. The warnings were clear; if you open too early,
coronavirus cases will spike. Those warnings have sadly come to pass, and some states are now pulling
back.
Over 1,000 people are dying daily, and over 159,000 total have died, from COVID-19. Now schools are
being pushed to open, and this is again happening against the advice of the medical experts.
Gov. Pete Ricketts bragged early in the battle against the pandemic that everything he was doing was
with the advice of experts at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. But those experts are advising
against opening schools now, while the case numbers are continuing to climb.
Meanwhile, Ricketts pushes for school openings. Leadership at both the national and state levels have
failed us in these dangerous times. When that happens local leaders need to step up. Don’t rush to
open the schools until we can be certain that it is safe for our children and our teachers.
Terry Keefe, Lincoln
 







OWH: How much do endorsements matter? Look at Nebraska's 2nd District race with
Bacon, Eastman
 
Voters often assume who or which group will endorse a given candidate based on the candidate’s
political party alone. But there can be surprises, including in the race between Republican Rep. Don
Bacon and his opponent, Democrat Kara Eastman.
Few voters batted eyes this spring when Bacon, the Omaha area’s House incumbent, secured the
backing of President Donald Trump and Nebraska’s top GOP officeholders, including Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Nor did local voters’ jaws drop last week when Eastman nabbed the endorsement of former President
Barack Obama. His former vice president, Joe Biden, is the Democrats’ presumptive presidential
nominee.
Major party nominees such as Bacon and Eastman expect endorsements from party standard-bearers.
It’s often bigger news when someone withholds an expected endorsement, political observers said.
That’s why some still ask about the endorsement plans of the Democrat who finished second to
Eastman in this spring’s primary, lawyer Ann Ashford. She didn’t immediately support Eastman.
Endorsements matter most during contested party primaries, not general elections, said Randall
Adkins, a political science professor at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, citing national research.
In general, these public pledges of support serve as cues to voters and political donors, he said,
separating candidates by showing voters which people or groups they support.
Endorsements from people or groups that typically support one party but buck tradition to support a
candidate from another often have the biggest impact, said Rod Edwards, a Nebraska political
consultant.
Timing also matters in endorsements, Adkins said, particularly for fundraising. For instance, Obama
backed Eastman in his first wave of endorsements this year for the Nov. 3 election, a signal to
supporters that the former president thinks she can win. In 2018, Obama waited until October to
endorse Eastman, a sign that his endorsement that year was more perfunctory, people who follow
local, state and national politics told The World-Herald.
Eastman, through a spokesman, said she was pleased that Obama and his team see potential in her
bid.
“This shows that Democrats from across the spectrum support my candidacy,” she said.
Bacon campaign spokesman Kyle Clark said Obama’s endorsement can’t mask Bacon’s support from
centrist and center-right Democrats. Bacon has argued that he’s more bipartisan.
Some endorsements cut both ways, Adkins and others said.
Several pointed to Eastman’s endorsements from the progressive wing of her party, including Justice
Democrats, and Bacon’s from Trump and, previously, Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, as examples. King,
defeated in Iowa’s June primary, had been marginalized in the House over comments widely
condemned as racist.
Bacon himself said he appreciates the president’s endorsement and asked whether Eastman is still
proud of her endorsement from “The Squad,” a group of far-left first-term female House members.
“Does she still think the president should be arrested for treason?” Bacon asked.
Eastman’s campaign manager, Dave Pantos, said Trump’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic and
poor planning for an economic recovery will be hard for Bacon to shake.
Endorsements and how campaigns unveil them often tell a story. They help reveal a narrative that
candidates and campaigns want voters to absorb about a race, political consultants said.
One example: Bacon in 2019 was the first member of Nebraska’s GOP-led federal delegation to
endorse Trump’s reelection bid, a primary season signal to Republican voters of his party loyalty.







Trump returned the favor this spring, endorsing Bacon by tweet, which allowed the retired Air Force
brigadier general to solidify his base before the fall contest in Nebraska’s politically split 2nd District.
Bacon’s campaign then spent the late spring and summer rolling out endorsements from centrist and
conservative Democrats, including former Republicans like 2018 gubernatorial candidate Bob Krist.
They also started rolling out a series of individual union endorsements, including the Omaha Police
Officers Association and local carpenters and steamfitters.
The reason: They want to reinforce their assertion that Eastman’s political stances are too progressive
to represent the Omaha area. Endorsements from labor help them paint a picture of broader support.
Eastman, a nonprofit consultant, did something similar with her endorsements. She differentiated
herself in the primary by unveiling endorsements from Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., co-chair of the
Congressional Progressive Caucus.
As she did in 2018, Eastman received backing from several national progressive groups happy that she
embraces Jayapal’s “Medicare for All” plan to address some shortcomings of American health care.
But Eastman stopped short of publicly endorsing Bernie Sanders’ presidential bid, instead attending a
rally of his in Iowa and advertising online to Sanders’ supporters. She eventually endorsed Biden.
Her campaign began discussing the labor endorsements she did receive, including from AFSCME, the
union that represents public employees that work for cities, counties and municipalities.
Eastman spoke openly about the need to woo political centrists and independents and not simply rely
on her 2018 model of turning out Democrats who vote less frequently.
Reality, unlike both campaigns’ narratives, is more complicated. Democratic primary voters
overwhelmingly rejected two centrist Democrats in the 2020 primary, giving Eastman a boost.
Eastman’s campaign points to the recent endorsements of two former Ashford supporters, former
Gov. Bob Kerrey and former U.S. Rep. John Delaney of Maryland, as evidence that the party is unifying
behind her.
But an undercurrent lingers within the old guard of the Nebraska Democratic Party that says, much as
Ashford did during the primary, that Eastman may go too far left politically for their taste.
It resembles a similar strain within the Nebraska Republican Party of people who cannot accept
Bacon’s reliable support for Trump, whom some Republicans now oppose.
Ashford, a former Republican, said she cannot support Eastman. Her reasons go beyond policy: She did
not appreciate Eastman discounting her in public forums by calling her “Brad Ashford’s wife.”
Brad Ashford was the last Democrat to represent the Omaha area in Congress. He lost to Bacon in
2016 and fell short of a possible rematch in the 2018 Democratic primary, losing to Eastman.
Ann Ashford said she also believes Eastman’s campaign used a digital list of her husband’s campaign
donors that a former employee brought to Eastman’s campaign. She said it should’ve been returned.
Ashford said she would not support Bacon, either, this fall. She said he’s been too supportive of Trump.
Her husband, Brad, said he will support neither Eastman nor Bacon because Omaha needs a centrist
who puts the district first, regardless of party or policy preference.
Eastman’s campaign has said it didn’t use the donor list but did not address either Ashford directly. The
campaign said its aim is to focus voters on beating Bacon, not past disputes.
Roll Call on Thursday listed Bacon as the sixth-most vulnerable House incumbent, saying Eastman has
secured the support of outside groups that largely sat out her 2018 race.
Its prediction for the race says the Omaha area still leans Republican, saying that Eastman needs to
raise more money and that her support of Medicare for All could be a liability in Omaha, an insurance
town.
Eastman, after receiving Obama’s endorsement, pivoted quickly to raise money off of the
announcement, much as Bacon did in May after securing Trump’s backing.







By Aaron Sanderford
 


AP: Obama's Medicaid expansion gainsground
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump is still trying to overturn Obamacare, but his
predecessor's health care law keeps gaining ground in places where it was once unwelcome.
Missouri voters last week approved Medicaid expansion by a 53% to 47% margin, making the
conservative state the seventh to do so under Trump. The Republican president readily carried
Missouri in 2016, but the Medicaid vote comes as more people have been losing workplace health
insurance in a treacherous coronavirus economy.
That leaves only a dozen states opposed to using the federal-state health program for low-income
people as a vehicle for covering more adults, mainly people in jobs that don't provide health care.
Medicaid expansion is a central feature of former President Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act,
covering about 12 million people, while nearly 10 million others get subsidized private insurance.
If current trends continue, it's only a matter of time until all states expandMedicaid, said Brian Blase, a
former health care adviser in the Trump White House, who remains opposed to the expansion.
"Medicaid expansion is terrible policy, but it is attractive to states because it's almost all federal
spending, and the insurance companies and hospitals get lots of dollars when a state expands
Medicaid," he said.
The federal government pays 90% of the cost of covering people through the expansion, a much higher
matching share than for low-income disabled and elderly people traditionally covered by Medicaid.
Blase argues that's an incentive to waste federal dollars. Before the ACA most low-income adults
couldn't get Medicaid unless they were caring for children.
"There's lots of political pressure to expand," Blase said. "Eventually all states are going to expand
unless the enhanced (federal) match rate changes."
Voters in another conservative state — Oklahoma — approved a Medicaid expansion this year,
although the margin was much closer than in Missouri. Of the seven states that have expanded
Medicaid in the Trump years, six have done so by referendum, said Rachel Garfield, a policy expert
with the Kaiser Family Foundation.
"This is an indication that there is large popular support for providing health care coverage for low-
income people, and it is quite possible that this support has increased given what's going on with the
pandemic," Garfield said.
The six states where voters have approved Medicaid expansion in the Trump years are Idaho, Maine,
Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Utah. Nebraska has finally started signups after nearly two years
since approval. In Virginia, the legislature passed a Medicaid expansion after Democrats made political
gains.
"That has been an interesting feature of the Trump administration, that momentum among the states
to expand Medicaid has not slowed down," said Jesse CrossCall, a policy expert with the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities.
Trump is trying to persuade the Supreme Court to toss out Obamacare, but as long as it remains the
law his administration has to carry out expansions that states approve. Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden would ask Congress to provide coverage where states have refused.
In Missouri, support for Medicaid expansion in cities and suburbs overcame opposition in rural
communities. Supporters used the pandemic to highlight the need for health care. The Missouri
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, one of the state's most influential business groups, also pushed
for expansion as a way of helping the economy recover.







Cindy Mann, who ran Medicaid under Obama, argues that there's also a strong fairness argument for
expansion. About 4.5 million poor adults live in states that have resisted expanding Medicaid. But
because of the way the Obama health law is written, they don't qualify for subsidized private insurance
through marketplaces like HealthCare.gov and they're stuck in a coverage gap.
"Those are a lot of the so-called essential workers, if we think about it through the COVID lens," she
said. "It's a really inequitable story and one that increasingly can't be tolerated by the public."
 


OWH: As lawmakers continue to spar, second round of pandemic relief remains in limbo
 
WASHINGTON — Republican senators from Iowa and Nebraska were pointing fingers across the aisle
last week when asked about the lack of progress on a new round of pandemic relief.
Democrats have noted the House passed its legislation months ago, while the Senate hasn’t even taken
votes on the latest round of stimulus measures.
But Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., said her side wanted to wait and see what was and wasn’t working from
previous efforts that appropriated trillions of dollars.
“I think the answer is to find the programs that are effective, find the programs that are needed, find
how we can truly offer relief to families and individuals and businesses, but then get on the road to
recovery,” Fischer told The World-Herald.
Democrats have criticized President Donald Trump and his administration for his handling of the
pandemic, but Fischer said that in her opinion “they’ve done a good job.”
One main sticking point between the parties: the $600-a-week federal unemployment benefits that
recently expired. Democrats want to keep that level while Republicans have argued that serves as a
disincentive for people to return to work.
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, said Democrats want to
spend too much.
“We don’t think you need $3 trillion to do it, that we can do a pretty good job with $1 trillion,” Grassley
said.
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, said, “We are ready to negotiate. They are not willing to do so.”
In the midst of the deadlock, Fischer introduced legislation aimed at making it easier to access federal
grants related to mental health, given the rise in anxiety and depression in the face of the virus.
One note of bipartisan accomplishment is the Great American Outdoors Act, which was signed into law
last week by Trump.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb., has been a chief proponent of the new conservation measure and
scored a coveted invitation to the signing ceremony. There was one minor hiccup, however, when the
White House identified Fortenberry as a representative of Louisiana.
In other news:
Calming vaccine fears
Scientists are working hard to develop a vaccine that will help stop the spread of the coronavirus and
protect the most vulnerable. But many Americans have indicated they won’t take the vaccine. Some
have even expressed concern that the government might try to mandate vaccinations.
During a telephone town hall last week, Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., was asked whether he would support
military-enforced mandatory vaccinations. The retired Air Force brigadier general said he would not,
but he also talked about the importance of people getting the vaccinations.
“As a military guy, I have had every vaccine you could possibly get,” Bacon said. “I’ve been through the
line where you’re getting shot in both arms and I think it has contributed to good health.”
He said “there’s always some risk” but that the greater risk would be in people not being vaccinated
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against the virus.
“I hope we can produce a vaccine for COVID-19, and I’ll volunteer to take it when my time is right,”
Bacon said, referring to the fact that he’s not among the most vulnerable who should get priority.
Sarah’s Law blocked
Both of Iowa’s senators were on the Senate floor last week attempting unsuccessfully to pass what is
known as Sarah’s Law, a bill that would require federal immigration officials to detain individuals in the
country illegally and charged with crimes resulting in death or serious bodily injury.
The proposal is named for Sarah Root, 21, who had just graduated from Bellevue University when she
was killed in a crash in Omaha. Authorities say Eswin Mejia was in the country illegally and drag racing
while intoxicated when he caused that crash. Mejia was arrested but disappeared after being released
on bail. He remains at large.
Ernst said the bill “recognizes the simple fact that all criminals should be held accountable for their
actions and not simply allowed to slip back into the shadows.”
Sen. Tom Udall, D-N.M., blocked the bill’s passage. Udall offered his condolences to the Root family
and said that he has worked in a bipartisan fashion to stop drunken driving.
But he said Ernst’s bill would do nothing to improve the immigration system.
Rather, he said it would impose a “judicially unreviewable” detention on immigrants who had been
charged but not convicted — an approach he described as inconsistent with due process.
“This bill uses a tragedy to paint immigrants as more dangerous than other people, which is false by all
available data,” Udall said.
White House acceptance speech
As both parties prepare for their nominating conventions later this month, Iowa finds itself once
again defending its first-in-the-nation caucus status.
And with both gatherings expected to be largely virtual, the two nominees are looking for venues from
which to deliver their acceptance speeches remotely.
Trump has suggested he could deliver his speech from the White House itself — a move critics say
would be inappropriate.
Ernst said she doesn’t think Trump should deliver his speech at the White House and floated an
alternative location — Des Moines.
“Of course we could really use that economic boom,” Ernst told reporters. “Just send President Trump
in and we’ll find a place for him to give his acceptance speech.”
By Joseph Morton
 


AP: Control dispute brews over mask mandates in Iowa
 
The refusal of Gov. Kim Reynolds to require Iowans to wear masks in public has prompted at least
three cities and a county to adopt their own local ordinances, setting up what could be a legal battle
over whether local officials have the authority to impose mask rules in the absence of a governor's
mandate.
Local government control also has become an issue in Iowa as a few school boards have said they may
refuse to abide by Reynolds' demands to send students back to classrooms if they feel it's unsafe
because of the spread of the coronavirus.
A court has not yet been asked to resolve the standoffs between Reynolds and local officials, but that
appears likely as some local mask ordinances are set to take effect Monday.
Reynolds on Thursday again asserted that she thinks cities and counties cannot implement mask orders
unless she says they can.
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"We don't believe during a public health emergency that the local governments have the authority to
supersede what has been put in place at the statewide level by the governor," she said, adding that she
has consulted with the attorney general on the matter.
The Attorney General's Office in March provided Reynolds with an analysis of home rule in Iowa.
"While cities and counties have police powers to protect the health and safety of their citizens, the
state has the authority to declare and coordinate the response to a public health disaster," Assistant
Attorney General Heather Adams wrote in a message to Reynolds' legal staff.
In June, the Attorney General's Office wrote an informal advice letter on local mask actions to Sen.
Zach Wahls. The letter said that if a local regulation isn't preempted by the governor's proclamation,
local jurisdictions could adopt regulations "not inconsistent with law and the rules of the state board,
as may be necessary for the protection and improvement of the public health."
Thursday night, the Dubuque City Council unanimously passed a mask ordinance that will be enforced
beginning Monday.
"I think this is a life and death public safety and public health issue that nobody else has addressed so it
depends on us," Councilman Rick Jones said.
City Attorney Crenna Brumwell told the council that she thought Iowa's home rule constitutional
amendment passed in 1968 gives cities power to pass local regulations not inconsistent with state law.
She said no analysis has been done to find mask ordinances inconsistent.
Mount Vernon passed a resolution on Tuesday, Muscatine passed an ordinance on July 6 and the Iowa
City mayor signed a proclamation requiring face coverings in public places in July.
The Johnson County Board passed a face covering regulation on Thursday that is scheduled to go into
effect on Monday. Iowa City is in Johnson County.
"I get that people feel they have freedoms," the Iowa City Press-Citizen quoted board member Janelle
Rettig as saying on Thursday, "but that alsomeans you feel like you have the freedom to drive drunk or
to drive a bus on drugs. I mean, sometimes your freedom ends when you can kill other people, and this
is that case."
The board in Story County, home to Ames and Iowa State University, is scheduled to consider a mask
resolution on Tuesday after the County Board of Health voted last week to recommend a countywide
mask requirement.
ISU students are returning to campus, and the university reported Friday that 66 students moving onto
campus housing tested positive for the coronavirus.
Reynolds has encouraged Iowans to wear amask when they cannot stay a safe distance from others in
public places andhas said businesses, schools, and government officials can require masks inside their
buildings.
"I just don't believe that a one-size-fits-all from a government mandate is the right direction," she said.
However, her policy requiring local school officials to resume in-class instruction is a state mandate.
Reynolds has interpreted a law passed by the Legislature that says learning should be primarily in
classrooms and not online to mean schools must be in classrooms for at least 50% of their instruction
time this year. She also requires districts to ask the state for permission to send kids home when their
county reaches a 15% or higher positivity rate for the virus and 10% of students in a school are out sick.
A few districts have said they may not abide by those requirements if they feel local conditions merit
sending children home to be safe.
The state's largest district, in DesMoines, initially planned to begin the year with online learning, but it
is reassessing plans after Reynolds threatened to take disciplinary action against school administrators
who defy her. She said he would force districts to make up any instruction days the state hasn't
authorized outside the classroom.







 


LA Times: U.S. virus cases exceed 5 million
 
WASHINGTON — As the United States surpassed 5 million confirmed coronavirus cases, President
Donald Trump's senior aides on Sunday defended his handling of intertwined economic and public
health crises, saying Democrats would bear the blame for millions of Americans' financial distress if
lawmakers challenged Trump's new directives on pandemic relief.
Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi denounced the orders unveiled by Trump on Saturday at his
New Jersey golf resort as "meager, weak and unconstitutional." In interviews on Sunday news shows,
she did not say whether Democrats would go to court to try to overturn the measures but urged a
return to negotiations on the more than $3 trillion relief package passed by the House in May.
"We have to reach an agreement," Pelosi said on "Fox News Sunday."
The Republican plan, much smaller at $1 trillion, rejects many of the key House provisions, including
aid to states whose budgets have been ravaged by the virus and a continuation of a $600-a-week
enhanced jobless benefit. Talks by the two sides broke down last week.
Pelosi and other senior Democrats suggested that the president's attempts to unilaterally chart
spending and tax policy — normally the purview of Congress — might well fall apart on their own, as
top Trump lieutenants struggled to explain the envisioned mechanisms for carrying out the president's
wishes, at times contradicting one another.
Larry Kudlow, director of the White House National Economic Council, acknowledged that states had
not committed to making up a $100 share of the $400 enhanced unemployment benefit the president
announced, as Trump suggested they would.
"We will probably find that out today and tomorrow as we make our canvass — we have been in touch
with them," he said on CNN's "State of the Union."
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, on "Fox News Sunday," said states would be able to move
immediately to set up new unemployment insurance provisions, but Kudlow indicated that the timing
was unclear. Separately, Kudlow equivocated when pressed in the CNN interview as to whether
Trump's order would actually freeze evictions, as the president said it would. Democrats say the actual
order only calls for a review of the issue.
"We're setting up a process, a mechanism, OK?" he said. "I can't predict the future altogether."
One of the thornier questions for Trump's surrogates was the future of Social Security and Medicare,
which are funded by payroll taxes that the president announced he was deferring for Americans
earning less than $100,000 a year until year's end. Trump also said, if reelected, he would seek to
abolish the payroll tax altogether.
Mnuchin, on Fox, said lost revenue from payroll taxes would not imperil Social Security and Medicare
because the money would be made up from elsewhere.
Trump's economic advisor, Peter Navarro, appearing on NBC's "Meet the Press," brushed aside
questions raised by Democrats and even some Republicans about the legality of the president's
directives. Nebraska GOP Sen. Ben Sasse called the executive actions "unconstitutional slop."
"I'm confident that every single one of these orders, which cleared through the Office of Legal Counsel,
will stand up," Navarro said. Administration officials sought Sunday to spotlight what they described as
positive news on the pandemic front in the U.S. — which leads the world in officially reported deaths
from the virus at more than 160,000.
"The president is going to probably be able to get one or more vaccines by the end of the year,"
Navarro said.
Trump's national security adviser, Robert O'Brien, who said he had recovered from the virus, described







the state of testing in the United States as a "miracle."
But Scott Gottlieb, a former Food and Drug Administration commissioner, predicted on CBS that, by
the end of the year, U.S. deaths would be somewhere between 200,000 and 300,000.
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TV and Radio
WNAX: Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts Supports Legislative “Grand Compromise”
NET: Tax, Abortion Bills One Vote Away From Passage; Urban Housing Advances
NTV: CDHD cites testing trouble and contact tracing for raising risk dial
KSNB: Adams County receives inadequate shipment of masks from state
NET: Starting Classes With A “New Normal” In Mullen
 
Governor
Norfolk DN: State, private college officials announce additional guidelines for fall semester
OWH: 'Grand compromise' on taxes, business incentives advances to final round in Legislature
OWH: Nebraska anti-bias agency applies high court ruling on LGBT worker rights to housing
LJS: Ricketts: Three cabinet members have recovered from COVID-19
Sioux City Journal: CDC: Some Dakota City Tyson workers with virus had close contact at work with ill
people
OWH: Get used to wearing a mask, Omahans — after 4-hour hearing, council unanimously passes
mandate
 
Coronavirus
Kearney Hub: Buffalo County continues to top COVID-19 list; 24 new cases in region
KSNB: Risk Dial moves up in South Heartland district
LJS: Lancaster County reports two new COVID-19 deaths
LJS: Madsen's reopens its doors after Health Department OKs its compliance plan
AP: Omaha officials approve mask requirement in indoor spaces
LJS: Don't require tests for employees to return to work, Bryan doctor says
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Agency
OWH: White prison inmate accused of hate crime for assaulting Black guard
OWH: Eastern Nebraska Veterans' Home to expand
 
Legislature
OWH: Higher smoking age, infant screening, African American commission bills passed
OWH: Questions of constitutionality linger as Nebraska Legislature advances ban of abortion method
LJS: Lincoln senator's anti-abortion bill advances to final reading
AP: Property tax, abortion bills set for final votes in Nebraska
LJS: Legislature's tax and growth bargain heads toward finish line
LJS: Committee endorses meatpacking worker protections, but time runs out
 
University
LJS: Big Ten postponing football, other fall sports; NU leaders say they are 'very disappointed' in
decision
OWH: Big Ten commissioner: Nebraska can't remain Big Ten member if it plays football this fall
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Crowd of protesters outside LPS district office and illustration that it won't be a normal school year
OWH: Superintendents encouraged by mask compliance as Papillion La Vista, Ralston districts reopen
LJS: Ouster of local health director Lopez sought by county attorney
Scottsbluff SH: Camping World bringing 150-200 new jobs to Sidney
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Promoting greater diversity is imperative for state of Nebraska and NU
OWH Midlands Voices: Let's move toward this rapid, inexpensive testing for the virus
OWH Midlands Voices: Nebraska physicians urge mask wearing
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Masks’ great importance
2.       Risk-averse schools
3.       Keep Motorist Assist Patrol safe
4.       Freedom and responsibility
5.       Proper police training
6.       Creative solutions needed
7.       Track repairs finally done


LJS Editorial, 8/12: Mask fight is about health, not freedom
LJS Local View: Center is an investment
LJS Letters


1.       Fix problem; don't plug leaks
2.       A social distancing math problem
3.       LPS not being responsible
4.       Start voting early if delays are worry
5.       Protesting isn't anarchy
6.       Not a matter of freedom
7.       SNAP key to helping the hungry


 
National/Federal
LJS: Fortenberry's first TV ad avoids negative attack







OWH: Harris pick cheered by some Nebraska Democrats, including local women of color
San Francisco Chronicle: Mask study separates the worthy from the worthless
Bloomberg: Employers face payroll tax dilemma after Trump delays due date
 


Norfolk DN: State, private college officials announce additional guidelines for fall semester
 
Along with adopting a condensed academic calendar and in-person classes, Nebraska state and private
colleges are encouraging students to follow countless protocols to limit the spread of COVID-19 this
fall. 
During a Monday press conference, Gov. Pete Ricketts and several higher education officials discussed
additional guidelines, which include information on testing, leaving campus, wearing masks and more.
“(These schools) all have been working on plans for how to bring students back,” Ricketts said. “They
are looking at what they can do to create more space, provide PPE (personal protection equipment),
doing screening; all the things that will help so we can bring students back into classrooms this fall to
continue academic progression.”
Paul Turman, chancellor of the Nebraska State College System, and Darrin Good, president of Wesleyan
University, said state and private colleges are acquiring TestNebraska kits to administer COVID-19 tests
to students.
"We will have students almost certainly test positive," Ricketts said.
Specific people on campus will be trained to administer tests and schools will be using a courier system
to hand-deliver them to a local testing site by 6 p.m. the same day, Good said.
Turman said he encourages students to get tested before leaving campus, heading to either a large
event or visiting at-risk family members. He said students also should get tested before they come back
to campus after visiting large groups.
Both Turman and Ricketts advised against students attending bars or large parties off-campus.
“A number of institutions are enforcing and encouraging students not to facilitate those types of
behaviors,” Turman said. “One of the reasons why the (NSCS) pledge is a good strategy is to reinforce
this isn’t just what happens on campus, but it’s important when you leave campus as well.”
Wayne State College, which is part of NSCS, recently announced its pledge recommending students,
staff and faculty to practice good hygiene, social distance themselves, self-screen for symptoms and
wear a mask indoors.
Turman and Good said Nebraska’s state and private colleges would be asking students to wear masks
on campus, especially in classrooms. Even though students will have to wear them in classes, faculty
can waive this rule if social distancing is possible, Turman said.
When asked how administration will enforce this rule, Turman said professors could ask students to
leave if they refuse to wear a mask. He hopes this won’t cause suspensions, he said.
“Right now we do have a particular framework for what’s required,” Turman said. “Faculty gets to
decide what those are. But you can’t go to a chemistry lab and decide not to wear safety goggles.”
Turman said NSCS professors are also being required to take attendance this semester, even if they
didn’t in previous years. This tracks which students come to class, and those who are absent will be
checked on.
Students also won’t be penalized for not attending class. This ensures students feel comfortable not
coming to class if they are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19.
College protocols like these are implemented to ensure hospital capacity for COVID-19 patients,
Ricketts said.
Nebraska has 41% of its hospital beds, 38% of its ICU beds and 82% of its ventilators still available,







Ricketts said. Less than 4% of ventilators and hospital beds are being used by coronavirus patients right
now.
Turman said he hopes colleges don’t jump to completely closing in case of an outbreak.
“Our entire system (shutting down) would only come from the governor, so at this time we will monitor
each location and determine the spread needed to shift to remote learning,” Turman said. “That might
be asking students to leave campus, but it is the best place to contain them.”
By Lauren Wagner
 


OWH: 'Grand compromise' on taxes, business incentives advances to final round in
Legislature
 
LINCOLN — The owner of a $200,000 home in the Omaha school district would be looking at a $142
income tax credit under a “grand compromise” on tax and economic development proposals advanced
to final-round debate Tuesday.
Legislative Bill 1107 was portrayed by supporters as imperfect, but passable, progress in reducing the
state’s traditionally high property taxes. Detractors said it would only “decrease the increase” in
property tax payments.
“Is LB 1107 perfect? No. Does it do enough for property taxes? I wish it would do more. Does it put us
in a (fiscal) squeeze? Yes. But it’s something we can get done,” said State Sen. Mike Moser of
Columbus.
The bill, which also includes a handful of measures aimed at encouraging job and business growth, was
advanced from second-round debate on a 41-4 vote. That gives LB 1107 more than enough support to
gain final approval. Gov. Pete Ricketts, who has already applauded state lawmakers for their
compromise, is expected to sign the bill into law.
Gering Sen. John Stinner, who helped craft the compromise, said it was critical to send “a positive
statement” about economic development during this trying time.
“This tells businesses we’re open for business,” Stinner said.
But detractors said the economic incentives would go mainly to urban areas. And Bayard Sen. Steve
Erdman said the overall property tax relief in the bill is minuscule — about 3% for the OPS homeowner
in the example above — and is based on growth in state tax receipts that might not happen.
“This is just a decrease in the increase (in property taxes),” he said. “If the revenues don’t come in,
you’re not going to get any so-called property tax relief.”
The new tax credit — which would be delivered as a state income tax credit or refund — would be on
top of the current state property tax credit, which shows up on your annual property tax statement.
That credit amounted to $204 for the owner of that $200,000 home this year.
LB 1107 was the work of a group of seven state senators, dubbed the “super seven,” who hammered
out a handful of bills that had lacked the votes to pass. It is a less ambitious property tax relief act than
was proposed a year ago; it was pared back because of the economic downturn caused by the
pandemic. The elements include:


·         The new income tax credit, which provides about a 6% credit against the property taxes paid to
support K-12 schools. Initially, about $125 million a year in credits would be provided, with the
program rising to $375 million after five years. Additional funding for the new refundable
income tax credit program would rise faster than that if growth in state tax receipts exceeds
3.5% a year, and the balance in the state’s cash reserve fund — the “rainy day” fund — exceeds
$500 million. That fund is projected to contain $442 million by next July.


Some senators questioned how the state, amid the financial uncertainty of COVID-19, would be able to
afford the extra tax credit. But Stinner, who heads the Appropriations Committee, said LB 1107 was







based on achievable estimates of revenue growth that have averaged above 3.5% in recent years.
“I think we’re really conservative in this,” Stinner said. He added that if the state hits a financial rough
patch, the credit can be adjusted.


·         A requirement that $275 million a year be set aside for the property tax credits already given
by the state. Currently, funding for that credit is at the discretion of state lawmakers. LB 1107
also requires that if voters approve casino gambling, any profits from that devoted to property
tax relief would be on top of the $275 million.


·         The business incentive program, the ImagiNE Act, is an updating of the Advantage Act, which
expires at the end of the year. The


·         ImagiNE Act is portrayed as an improvement over past economic incentive programs by
requiring companies to pay higher wages and to provide health insurance and other benefits to
qualify for tax credits.


Spending on ImagiNE Act credits is capped at $25 million a year in the first two years, ramping up to
$150 million after five years. Critics of such “corporate welfare” had sought some controls on spending,
like the caps included. But the limits in LB 1107 provide that companies can obtain their tax credits in
subsequent years if incentive payouts hit the cap.


·         Pledging $300 million toward the proposed NExT Project at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center if, and only if, the federal government and private donors first pledge $1.3 billion. The
state would not provide its portion until the 2025-26 fiscal year.


University officials and some lawmakers have called the Nebraska Transformational Projects Act, or
NExT, a “game-changer” for Omaha and the state because it would lead to more than 8,000 high-
paying medical jobs.
The project, which has a projected cost of $2.6 billion, would create a national center for training and
response to pandemics, bioterrorism and natural disasters in Omaha. It would build on UNMC’s
research and treatment of contagious diseases like Ebola and COVID-19, and be another public-private
partnership, like the one that made possible a major expansion of the veterans hospital in Omaha.
Critics of LB 1107, besides questioning whether it was significant property tax relief, also had concerns
about the process that crafted the compromise. It involved only seven senators and was unveiled just a
week ago, with only five working days left in the 2020 session.
“This is not the way to make laws,” Erdman said. “You throw three bills together, and senators are all
going to be painted into a corner to vote for this because there’s something (in there) they like.”
Elkhorn Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, one of the super seven and the chair of the Revenue Committee, said
that the bill wasn’t put together haphazardly and that members of her committee had spent hours and
hours, over the last two years, discussing how best to reduce property taxes.
A last-minute amendment to the bill includes language that the Legislature intends to fully fund the
state’s aid program for K-12 schools.
Education groups have questioned whether LB 1107 would siphon money away from the Tax Equity
and Educational Opportunities Support Act (TEOSA) — the state aid to local education law — and hurt
funding for schools. The state’s inability to fully fund TEOSA every year has been a major gripe of
education groups, including the powerful Nebraska State Education Association, the state teachers
union.
On Tuesday, the NSEA took to Twitter to call on lawmakers to oppose LB 1107.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Nebraska anti-bias agency applies high court ruling on LGBT worker rights to housing
 
On the heels of the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision that banned workplace discrimination based on
sexual orientation or gender identity, LGBT Nebraskans have scored another civil rights victory.







Nebraska’s anti-bias agency says it will now investigate and resolve cases alleging such discrimination
not only in employment, but also in the sale and rental of housing.
The reason: the language regarding sex in Nebraska’s housing discrimination law is the same as in its
workplace discrimination law — language the nation’s highest court has already interpreted to apply
not just to people’s biological sex, but also to their sexual orientation or gender identity.
“We will now be investigating housing claims on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity,”
said Marna Munn, executive director of the Nebraska Equal Opportunity Commission. “We will
investigate on that basis, and we will create a disposition on that basis.”
Munn said it will ultimately be up to a court to affirm whether the high court’s recent decision also
extends to housing cases here. But she said it would be a stretch to think the U.S. Supreme Court would
use a different definition of sex for workplace discrimination as it would for housing discrimination. All
the language is part of the same federal civil rights act, and Nebraska’s statutes mirror the language of
the federal law.
A national expert on gay rights law said Nebraska appears to be the first state since the court’s
groundbreaking decision to extend the same legal protections to housing. But Christy Mallory, legal
director of the Williams Institute on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Law and Public Policy at
UCLA, said she thinks other state anti-bias agencies are sure to follow.
“I think this is going to kind of have a snowball effect,” Mallory said. “Nebraska is out there ahead a
little bit, but other states will catch up soon.”
Sara Rips, the newly appointed LGBTQIA+ legal and policy counsel for ACLU Nebraska, agreed with and
applauded the NEOC’s legal interpretation.
“We are ready to roll up our sleeves and protect the rights of Nebraskans so all can be treated
according to our state motto: Equality Before the Law,” she said.
Before the Supreme Court ruling, Nebraska was among 25 states that had not enacted employment
discrimination protections for LGBT workers. And at least 27 states had not barred such discrimination
in housing.
A resolution is expected to be debated in the Nebraska Legislature as soon as today that would
symbolically affirm the recent Supreme Court decision regarding employment and declare that
Nebraska is “welcoming and inclusive for all.” A majority of state lawmakers have signed on in support
of the resolution.
Standing at the center of the LGBT rights debate is the federal Civil Rights Act, the 1960s-era legislation
which barred discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex or national origin.
Two months ago, the U.S. Supreme Court’s 6-3 ruling in Bostock v. Clayton County held that Title VII of
that act, which bars workplace discrimination, protects employees from discrimination based on sexual
orientation or gender identity. The court ruled that discrimination based on sexual orientation and
gender identity are forms of already prohibited sex discrimination.
The decision had immediate impact in Nebraska, where the Legislature had rejected such a law despite
strong support from the state’s business community.
But while the Bostock decision covered only discrimination in an employment context, it was
understood at the time that the court’s reasoning could extend to discrimination in other settings,
including housing.
Housing is covered under the next section of the federal civil rights law, Title VIII, and uses the same
language regarding sex as Title VII. Nebraska’s law is substantially similar.
Munn, as executive director of the NEOC, concluded the commission should now accept and resolve
both employment and housing complaints based on sexual orientation and gender identity.
“Using that exact same language, under the same civil rights legislation, how could you reach a
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different result?” Munn said.
She said she shared her legal conclusions with the commission at its June meeting.
The seven commission members are appointed by the governor, but the NEOC was established by the
Legislature as an independent agency. Its director is not under the direct control of the governor.
A spokesman for Gov. Pete Ricketts, who has staunchly fought gay rights bills in the Legislature,
declined to comment on the NEOC stance.
Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson had filed a brief in the high court case and encouraged the
justices to take it up, arguing the definition of sex in the federal discrimination law did not extend to
gender identity. Through a spokesperson he declined to comment on the agency’s interpretation,
saying the issue has not been brought before his office.
The state already has received its first cases since the Bostock decision that allege LGBT employment
discrimination. It has yet to receive a case based on housing, likely because the word has not yet gotten
out, Munn said.
Munn said she has since likewise concluded that Nebraska law now bars LGBT discrimination in public
accommodations, too. But she said the commission has not yet discussed that in detail.
That question is somewhat murkier, Munn said, because the federal civil rights act does not bar
discrimination in public accommodations based on sex. But Nebraska law does.
UCLA’s Mallory said she thinks Nebraska’s commission is on solid ground in its legal interpretations. She
also said the commission's decision could be legally significant. If a court were to ultimately review the
decision, it might give deference to the bias agency’s interpretation.
“They are the experts,” she said.
Abbi Swatsworth of the Lincoln-based gay rights organization OutNebraska said she was heartened to
hear about the NEOC’s plans regarding housing discrimination. She had thought it might take a court
case before that right could be extended.
Swatsworth, the ACLU’s Rips and several state lawmakers and business leaders were among speakers
scheduled at a 12:30 p.m. rally Wednesday on the north steps of the State Capitol. The gathering is
intended to be a celebration of the recent court victory as well as a launching point of what comes next
in the fight for LGBT rights.
“Marriage was not the end of the road, it was only the beginning,” Swatsworth said, “This case stands
much the same way.”
By Henry J. Cordes
 


LJS: Ricketts: Three cabinet members have recovered from COVID-19
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Monday three members of his cabinet have recovered from the coronavirus.
Ricketts did not identify which state officials had contracted COVID-19.
Twenty-eight state officials, ranging from the heads of agencies like the departments of Corrections,
Labor, and Health and Human Services, to the Nebraska State Patrol, Fire Marshal, to political advisers
make up the cabinet.
"Just like all the rest of our teammates, we encouraged them to stay home and follow the CDC
guidelines with regards to recovery," Ricketts said.
Ricketts' spokesman Taylor Gage said Tuesday that none of the officials were in close contact and they
all were positive at different times over two months.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 334 new cases of COVID-19 on
Tuesday, bringing the total to 29,030 confirmed diagnoses and 351 deaths.
By Shelly Kulhanek and John Schreier







 


Sioux City Journal: CDC: Some Dakota City Tyson workers with virus had close contact at
work with ill people
 
DAKOTA CITY – A new CDC report sheds new light on the COVID-19 outbreak among workers at the
Tyson Foods plant in Dakota City this spring.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, released
Friday, does not specifically name Tyson or its flagship beef plant just across the Missouri River from
Sioux City. But a footnote in the report references the Dakota County Health Department.
The plant, metro Sioux City’s largest employer with about 4,500 employees and contractors, was
temporarily shut down in early May for mass testing of workers and a deep cleaning of the facility. 
According to the CDC report, the plant, working with the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services, started offering free onsite tests in late April. Among the 1,216 Nebraska residents tested at
that time, 375, or 31 percent, had positive results, the report said.
From May 8 to 25, CDC investigators attempted to contact the workers who tested positive and
ultimately was able to interview 241.
"That nearly half of the interviewed workers worked in close proximity to others highlights the need for
physical barriers between workers, physical distancing throughout the facility (especially locations
prone to crowding, such as production areas and cafeterias or break areas), and consistent and correct
use of masks to reduce transmission in the workplace in this critical industry," the report said. 
In a statement late Monday, Tyson said the CDC report is a "partial snapshot of an ever-changing, ever-
evolving situation and confirms we’re taking the right steps to protect the safety and health of our
team members."
"One of the first steps we took to protect team members was requiring anyone experiencing symptoms
to stay home and we encouraged that by relaxing our attendance policy," the company said in a
statement. "Anyone having close contact with team members testing positive are also notified. We
started taking workers' temperatures at Dakota City in March, required face coverings and installed
workstation dividers in April and implemented additional symptom screening and social distance
monitors in May."
Of the 241 COVID-19 positive workers interviewed by investigators in May, 57 percent were male and
46 percent were Hispanic, with a median age of 41, according to the report. 
About one-third of those who tested positive had no symptoms, the report said.
The workers were asked about the 14 days before their symptoms began or prior to the testing, if they
were asymptomatic.
Seventy workers reported having "close contact" at work with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 or a
"visibly ill" person. In comparison, 30 had close contact with a sick or infected person outside of work.
“Despite broad availability of a flexible medical leave policy and fever screening, approximately one-
third of workers included in this investigation reported close contact with an ill person at work, which
supports the need for symptom screening in addition to fever screening and ongoing access to testing,”
the CDC said. "Fewer workers reported contact with an ill person outside work; risk factors such as
crowded living conditions and shared transportation were reported infrequently.”
Eighty-eight reported driving to work in a private vehicle, according to the report. About half the
respondents reported living in a single-family home, with a median household size of three people.
The findings from the CDC survey are in contrast to earlier suggestions by top government and
company officials as to how plant workers might have became exposed.
Asked about a link to spikes in COVID-19 cases in Dakota County and other Nebraska counties with
large meatpacking plants in late April, Gov. Pete Ricketts refused to blame the plants, saying instead the







outbreaks were a “community problem."
Ricketts noted employees only spend part of their days at work, and many are immigrants who often
live in close quarters with multiple generations in the same household.
"I think we have to focus not only on just what the worksite is doing, but also what is going on at
home," Ricketts said at an April 23 news conference.
In an April 20 interview with The Journal, Tyson group president Steve Stouffer said that while some
workers may have been exposed to the virus at the Dakota City plant, the company believes "it is
predominantly from the outside."
In its statement Monday, Tyson noted there are currently "very few active COVID-19 cases involving
team members employed at the Dakota City plant."
"We also continue to use testing as a tool, which is important given the number of people testing
positive for the virus who have no symptoms," the statement said. 
In late July, Tyson announced it would begin testing thousands of workers weekly at its 140 facilities.
The company already had tested around 40,000 workers, or nearly a third of its workforce. Of its
122,000 employees, less than 1 percent are active COVID-19 cases, according to the company.
As part of its expanded monitoring program, Tyson also is hiring nearly 200 nurses and administrative
support personnel to support the 400 people that are now part of the company's health services team.
The company also will create a chief medical officer position at the corporate level.
By Dave Dreeszen
 


OWH: Get used to wearing a mask, Omahans — after 4-hour hearing, council unanimously
passes mandate
 
Omaha has a mask mandate.
Starting immediately, Omahans have to wear masks or face coverings inside schools, businesses,
churches and other indoor settings open to the public.
During a debate that stretched on for four hours Tuesday, the City Council — all wearing masks in
council chambers — voted unanimously, 7-0, to institute an emergency mask ordinance to help slow
the spread of the coronavirus in Omaha. The measure needed six votes to go into effect.
Mayor Jean Stothert has said she won’t veto a mask requirement.
The vote comes nearly two weeks after Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour backed away from
implementing a countywide mask requirement due to an anticipated legal challenge from Gov. Pete
Ricketts and the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office.
Omaha will now join cities like Lincoln, Kansas City and Denver that have implemented similar mask
orders — with varying degrees of strictness and enforcement — in an attempt to get a handle on
growing coronavirus case counts. Until the ordinance’s approval, Omaha was the largest city in the
United States without a local- or state-imposed mask mandate.
Adults and children 5 and older will have to wear a mask or face covering over their nose and mouth in
many indoor settings, including schools, places of worship, workplaces, private businesses and public
transportation.
There are a number of exceptions to the ordinance — mask use wouldn’t be mandatory while eating or
drinking in bars or restaurants; exercising in gyms or visiting government offices; or if someone has a
disability or medical condition that would be affected by wearing a mask. During the workday, people
with plastic barriers around their cubicle wouldn’t have to wear masks at their desk.
On Tuesday, a parade of doctors and leaders from Omaha’s biggest health care systems and health
centers — the University of Nebraska Medical Center, CHI Health, Methodist Health System and
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OneWorld Community Health Centers — urged the council to enact a mask requirement. Masks are not
the only tool needed to battle the coronavirus, they said, but proper use can help decrease
transmission of the virus.
“Wearing a mask is such a small ask,” a minor inconvenience compared to the consequences of
unchecked coronavirus spread, said Dr. Mark Rupp, chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases at
UNMC.
Dr. Renuga Vivekanandan, an infectious disease doctor at CHI Health, said universal masking in her
health care setting has resulted in only a handful of COVID-19 cases for health care workers over the
past five months.
“If you look in our backyard, Lincoln is doing a really great job of reducing its numbers,” she said. The
city-county Health Department there instituted a mask requirement July 20. It’s too soon to draw neat
conclusions, but the numbers in Lancaster County have been trending downward.
David Begley, speaking against the ordinance, called it “meaningless virtue-signaling” by Democrats.
Douglas County cases spiked at the end of April and in early May, when nearly 24% of coronavirus tests
came back positive. Last week, the positivity rate stood at 10%, he said.
“If this is such a crisis, why didn’t the City Council president introduce the ordinance in April instead of
August?” Begley said.
More than 20 residents voiced their opposition: reaction to the pandemic was overblown, they
preferred personal responsibility and freedom to government interference and they worried about
wasting police resources to enforce mask use.
One woman was escorted out of council chambers by Douglas County sheriff’s deputies after not giving
her name and refusing to leave the podium during the public hearing portion of the meeting.
“You are violating our unalienable rights!” she yelled at the council as she left.
Omaha police officials did not immediately respond to questions about how and if officers will enforce
the ordinance, but violations could result in a $25 fine. Lincoln police have said they will not ticket
individuals or respond to calls about someone not wearing a mask at a grocery store, but the Lincoln-
Lancaster County Health Department has cited businesses, including bars and a bowling alley, for not
enforcing the mask rules.
The ordinance approved Tuesday incorporated several amendments that council members Aimee
Melton and Brinker Harding said the measure needed to gain their support, including a smaller fine and
an end date of Sept. 15, after which the council would reevaluate whether it was still needed.
Harding and Melton also pushed to waive the mask requirement when people are able to keep at least
6 feet of distance from one another, similar to Lincoln’s mask order. The two council members said last
week that the provision would at least give students a break from wearing masks in school when social
distancing is possible.
Harding said the optimist in him thought people could be persuaded to embrace mask-wearing without
a government order.
“I understand that’s not a reality at this point, either,” he said.
He lamented that nearly two weeks had been wasted — other officials, presumably Pour, could have
instituted a mask requirement sooner, he said, in spite of legal threats.
Councilman Vinny Palermo echoed that disappointment, saying the council had to step in because
Douglas County punted.
“Why are we here? Why is the City Council making this decision?” he said. “Douglas County deals with
health.”
Melton and Harding both said people don’t need to turn into the mask police at the gas station or
grocery store.
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“Be sensible. Be respectful. If there’s someone that doesn’t have a mask on, don’t bully them” — they
may have a legitimate reason for not wearing a mask, Harding said.
While being asked or forced to wear a mask has become a political flashpoint for some during the
pandemic, a number of medical professionals and the leaders of some of Omaha’s biggest companies
and institutions — First National Bank, Mutual of Omaha, Union Pacific Railroad, Creighton University
and Nebraska Medicine — have said they support a mask mandate, especially as many anxious parents
are sending children back to school.
David G. Brown, president and CEO of the Greater Omaha Chamber, praised council members for
taking on the issue.
“Thank you, Omaha City Council, for your decision to help reduce negative outcomes from COVID-19
through a mask requirement,” he said in a statement after the vote. “For months now, we have joined
our civic and business leaders in sharing the importance of wearing a mask to protect each other — and
ourselves — during this evolving health situation. A mask mandate will help us all.”
Several council members said the desire to keep schools open to in-person instruction — without too
many students, teachers or families catching the virus — drove their support.
The push gained new urgency last week when Dr. Deborah Birx, the coronavirus response coordinator
for the White House Coronavirus Task Force, called Omaha one of the 10 areas of the country
with troubling coronavirus numbers. Ricketts later said the White House had bad data when it declared
Nebraska a “red zone” state for coronavirus spread.
Ricketts has said he encourages Nebraskans to wear masks but thinks mandates are an example
of government overreach. His spokesman, Taylor Gage, noted Tuesday afternoon that the number of
coronavirus tests coming back positive in Douglas County has been declining, “even without a mask
mandate.”
Ricketts previously said Omaha council members were free to pass an ordinance on masks, “as long as
they follow the law.”
Douglas County’s positivity rate was 11% for the week ending Aug. 1 and 9.9% last week. Over the last
few days, 7.2% of tests have come back positive, but the week is not over.
Speaking in support of the ordinance, Bryce Shirley, a member of Creighton University’s cross country
team, said people who don’t like wearing masks should try wearing one while trying to hit a 5-minute
mile pace during a 10K run. But the team recognizes the effectiveness of masks.
“We’re willing to do whatever it takes to protect our city,” he said.
He asked the council to do the same.
By Reece Ristau and Erin Duffy
 


Kearney Hub: Buffalo County continues to top COVID-19 list; 24 new cases in region
 
KEARNEY – Buffalo County again topped the list of new cases of COVID-19 Tuesday, according to figures
provided by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services for the Two Rivers Public Health
Department.
That is about two-third the number of new cases (32) announced Monday.
Buffalo County had 18 new cases, followed by Kearney County with three cases, Dawson County with
two and Franklin County with one. No new cases were reported Tuesday in Gosper, Harlan or Phelps
counties.
Two Rivers has now had 1,553 cases since March 20. County-wide, they are:
- Dawson - 967
- Buffalo - 455
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- Kearney - 58
- Phelps - 40
- Gosper - 19
- Franklin - 13
- Harlan - 1
Statewide, there were 344 new cases of COVID-19 Tuesday, higher than recent days. Nebraska has
reported 29,030 confirmed cases since March 20, with 351 deaths. Three patients died Tuesday.
For more information about COVID-19, visit dhhs.ne.gov or call 402-552-6645.
By Mary Jane Skala
 


KSNB: Risk Dial moves up in South Heartland district
 
HASTINGS, Neb. (KSNB) - The South Heartland District Health Department’s COVID-19 Risk Dial has
moved from moderate (yellow) into the ‘elevated’ (orange) risk level.
The dial provides a summary of current COVID-19 conditions in the South Heartland District.
“The needle on the risk dial moved to 2.2 this week, up from 1.8 the previous week,” said SHDHD
executive director Michele Bever.
Bever reported that several factors included in the risk dial calculations had worsened:


·         The positivity rate for last week increased to 7.5% up from 4.5% the previous week.
·         The number of cases increased (net increase of 26%) compared to the previous week, even


though two counties, Nuckolls and Webster, had zero cases for the second week in a row.
·         Intensive care unit (ICU) bed availability decreased
·         Hospital staff capacity decreased – more staff were absent from work last week for reasons


related to COVID-19.
·         Testing availability remained low – only 32% of test results were returned within 2 days and


not all residents have easy or timely access to free testing.


In addition, Bever said that inability to complete all contact investigations within 24 hours, new
exposures/cases in individuals associated with schools and colleges, social gatherings with limited
attention to social distancing, and low mask use in public are all factors that influenced the risk level. 
“We encourage residents to view the level-specific recommendations that go along with the four risk
levels,” Bever said.
At the ‘elevated’ (orange) level, recommendations for at-risk individuals (adults over age 65 and anyone
with underlying health conditions) include staying home as much as possible, relying on help for needs
outside the home (groceries, medications, etc.) and staying distanced from individuals who work
outside of the home.   
 


LJS: Lancaster County reports two new COVID-19 deaths
 
Two more Lancaster County residents have died after contracting COVID-19, Lincoln Mayor Leirion
Gaylor Baird said Tuesday. 
The deaths raised the local COVID-19 toll to 19 since the pandemic began, she said. The residents were
a man in his 70s and a woman in her 80s, and both had been hospitalized.
Overall, Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department confirmed 24 new cases for a total of 3,361 so
far. 
Of those total cases, health officials have documented more than 1,400 recoveries. 
By Riley Johnson
 


LJS: Madsen's reopens its doors after Health Department OKs its compliance plan
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Local health officials Tuesday authorized the reopening of Madsen's Bowling & Billiards after
determining the previously defiant business owner's operations plan would comply with local
coronavirus restrictions.
"I think the matter is, by and large, over,” Madsen's attorney, J.L. Spray, said of the highest-profile
dispute over Lincoln's mask mandate.
Madsen's was closed by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department on Saturday over ownership's
refusal to abide by the mandate.
To date, the health department has issued four closure orders all within city limits, and Madsen's was
the only business to challenge that order. 
The business reopened its doors at its usual time Tuesday morning.
At 11 a.m., roughly a dozen patrons entered the business. A sign on the door encouraged guests to
"please follow the mandate set forth by (the Health Department)" but also said "we respect your
privacy" if you "cannot wear a mask."
Few, if any, of those who initially entered the building were seen wearing masks.
However, shortly thereafter, two people who tried to walk into the building saw the sign, returned to
their vehicle to get masks and then entered Madsen's while wearing them.
On Friday night, the city of Lincoln charged the business with violating a closure order, a crime
punishable by a $500 fine and six months in jail.
Police officers enforced the closure Saturday and blocked all the entrances of the building, which is just
south of 48th and Holdrege streets. 
Madsen's planned to ask at an administrative hearing Tuesday afternoon that Health Department
Interim Director Pat Lopez throw out her previous closure order, but the compliance plan the business
submitted made the meeting moot.
Lopez said the new compliance plan the business submitted included stipulations that patrons and
employees would wear masks while inside, along with other provisions to allow bowling in every other
lane and certain safety rules for billiards.
Her staff will continue to monitor Madsen's and other businesses for compliance with the directed
health measure, she said. 
"We need to remember this is about protecting the health and safety of the workers and the patrons
coming in and preventing the spread of the disease," Lopez said.
By Tuesday evening, the misdemeanor charge against the business remained pending and set for a
hearing in Lancaster County Court later this month, but Spray said he expects the city will dismiss the
charge.
Lincoln City Attorney Yohance Christie didn't immediately return a call seeking comment.
By Riley Johnson and Sofia Saric
 


AP: Omaha officials approve mask requirement in indoor spaces
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Omaha’s city council on Tuesday approved an emergency mask mandate in
indoor public places to prevent the coronavirus from spreading.
The measure passed 7-0 after four hours of testimony from a divided public. The proposal had received
support from many of the city’s biggest companies, including Union Pacific, TD Ameritrade, Mutual of
Omaha and First National Bank.
The proposed ordinance would require masks in places such as schools, businesses and churches.
Eating and drinking in restaurants and bars, exercising in gyms and visiting government offices would be







excluded.
Douglas County, which includes Omaha, has confirmed 11,449 coronavirus cases and 138 deaths since
the pandemic began, according to the county’s online tracking portal. The number of new daily cases
has trended down over the last week.
The number of cases in Lincoln has trended downward since the city began requiring masks on July 20.
Statewide, Nebraska officials have confirmed 28,696 coronavirus cases and 348 deaths, although the
actual number is likely higher because some people haven’t been tested. A total of 306,023 people
have been tested so far, and state officials confirmed 264 new cases on Monday.
For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms that clear up in two to three
weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause more
severe illness.
The state’s online tracking portal says 39% of hospital beds in Nebraska are available and 80% of its
ventilators.
 


LJS: Don't require tests for employees to return to work, Bryan doctor says
 
A Bryan Health doctor said Tuesday that businesses should not require employees with COVID-19 to
have a negative test before returning to work.
Dr. Jim Nora, medical director of infection prevention for Bryan Medical Center, said most people with
a positive test result should be able to return to work within 10 days of their onset of symptoms or 10
days of their test result and not be at risk of passing on the virus.
Nora said that while employers who want their employees tested before returning to work are "well
intentioned," the "testing to return to work" strategy is not recommended by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
There are a couple of reasons for that, he said. One is that testing uses up supplies that sometimes are
not readily available. While Bryan currently has adequate testing supplies, they become harder to get
when cases surge in other parts of the country.
The other is that tests aren't always that reliable, Nora said, because they detect both live and dead
virus. That means someone can continue to test positive two or three months after their symptoms
have resolved and at a point at which they pose no infectious risk to others.
He said the CDC recommendation is that after 10 days, if people have been without a fever for at least
24 hours and their symptoms are better — they do not have to be gone — "then you are good to go
and you don't need to worry about posing a risk to others."
That being said, Nora said, it's still a good idea to have employees in the workplace wear masks, which
he called "a tremendous way to mitigate risk."
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: White prison inmate accused of hate crime for assaulting Black guard
 
A prison inmate has been charged with second-degree assault, enhanced as a hate crime, for allegedly
using a racial slur before hitting a Black guard.
Lancaster County Attorney's Officer charged Devon J. Keezer this week. He is set to make his first
appearance Friday on the charge by video from the Tecumseh State Correctional Institution, where he's
now being held. 
On June 23, Keezer, who is white, was at the Nebraska State Penitentiary when he allegedly verbally
confronted a Black corporal, first using a racial slur and then by striking him in the face and head







causing him injury, Chief Deputy Bruce Prenda said.
Keezer, 31, is in prison on a York County sentence on a gun charge.
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH: Eastern Nebraska Veterans' Home to expand
 
The Eastern Nebraska Veterans’ Home will undergo expansion to accommodate more veterans in the
metro area.
 
Holden Armstrong, the communications director for the Nebraska Department of Veterans' Affairs, said
the home, which is currently at a 120 resident capacity, will expand with 30 additional skilled nursing
beds, additional private area beds and will also include an adult daycare program for those not living in
the home.
 
The adult day care program will serve 12 clients a day.
 
“We’re always looking forward to serving veterans and their families in new ways,” Armstrong said.
 
Armstrong said the home is currently in the preliminary phases of completion, so there isn't a tentative
completion date; however, he said the Nebraska Department of Veterans' Affairs will keep the
community up-to-date with any new information as it comes.
 
Armstrong said it was important to expand on the Eastern Nebraska Veterans’ Home, considering there
is a higher population of veterans in the metro area, compared to the other three homes in Norfolk,
Scottsbluff and Kearney.
 
“There’s a need for additional veterans, and a waiting list,” he said. “The care people get is really above
and beyond what you could expect, so it’s a testimony for us that people want to be in our homes.”
Cheyenne Alexis


OWH: Higher smoking age, infant screening, African American commission bills passed
 
African American Affairs Commission
Nebraska would get a Commission on African American Affairs under a bill passed 39-2 Tuesday.
Legislative Bill 918, introduced by State Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha, would model the new state
agency after Nebraska’s long-standing Commission on Indian Affairs and Commission on Latino-
Americans, originally the Commission on Mexican-Americans. The first was created in 1971, the second
in 1972.
The new commission would be charged with working “to enhance the cause of African American rights
and to develop solutions to problems common to all Nebraska African Americans.”
As introduced, the bill would have required the three commissions to study disparities in government
contracting. The requirement was dropped to save money.
Indigenous Peoples’ Day
The second Monday in October would be designated as both Indigenous Peoples’ Day and Columbus
Day under LB 848, passed 35-10 on Tuesday.
Under the measure, introduced by Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln, the day would recognize the
historic, cultural, and contemporary significance of people indigenous to America and Nebraska. It also
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would recognize the contributions of those people.
Having a joint holiday was a compromise reached after Italian Americans objected. The original
proposal called for replacing Columbus Day.
Infant screening
Newborns would be tested for a potentially fatal genetic condition called spinal muscular atrophy
under LB 755, passed 47-0 Tuesday.
The bill, which includes several health-related measures, would add the test to the heel-prick blood test
all Nebraska babies are given at birth. The panel of tests now screens for 32 conditions that can be
prevented or reduced in severity if caught early and treated.
An Omaha couple, Chris Arnold and Paula Lavigne, pushed for the bill after losing their firstborn son to
the condition at 5 months old. New treatments are now making a difference for children.
Spinal muscular atrophy, while rare, is the leading genetic, or inherited, killer of children younger than
2. On average, two babies are born in Nebraska each year with SMA.
Job discrimination
Laws barring job discrimination based on race would specifically protect people who wear their hair in
natural styles under a bill passed 27-12 on Tuesday.
LB 1060, introduced by Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha, aims to help African Americans who leave
their hair natural or adopt hairstyles that protect their hair. Such styles include braids, locs and twists.
Supporters reported being forced by employers to straighten their hair, cut it short or cut off braids and
dreadlocks. Treatments used to straighten African Americans’ hair are costly, potentially cancer-causing
and can damage the hair.
At least six other states have adopted similar laws.
Raising the smoking age
Nebraskans would have to be 21 to legally buy or use cigarettes, cigars, vaping devices or any form of
tobacco under LB 1064.
The bill, passed 48-0, brings state law in line with federal law. Sen. Tom Briese of Albion introduced the
bill, which should eliminate confusion over what is allowed in the state. Current state law sets the age
limit for buying and using tobacco products and vaping devices at 19.
American Sign Language
Nebraska would officially recognize American Sign Language and allow it to be taught in schools as a
world language course under a bill passed 48-0 Tuesday.
LB 965, introduced by Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha, also would require the Commission for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing to work with the Department of Education in assessing language development of
children who are deaf or hard of hearing from birth through 5 years old.
Plastic bags and local control
Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha mounted an unsuccessful, last-minute effort Tuesday to derail a bill what
would bar local communities, like Omaha, from enacting bans on the use of plastic shopping bags.
LB 632, according to its prime sponsor, Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango, is needed to provide “uniformity”
across the state for such ordinances.
But Hunt portrayed it as unreasonable and a usurping of local control that was sought only by the
plastics industry, and opposed by Omaha and Lincoln officials. Local government officials, Hunt said,
know what’s best for their communities.
“This bill is trying to solve a problem that isn’t there,” she added, noting that no city in the state
currently has a plastic bag ordinance. The Omaha City Council narrowly passed one in 2019, but it
was quickly vetoed by Mayor Jean Stothert.
Hunt’s amendment gained only 15 of the 25 votes needed.
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The bill, which got second-round approval, also includes a requirement that the state devise a
statewide flood mitigation study. The 2019 flood raised several questions about the adequacy of levees
across the state.
Execution witnesses
State senators sent a bill seeking to increase transparency for executions to final-round consideration.
Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks introduced LB 238 after a curtain was pulled, and the view of
witnesses blocked, for 14 minutes during the 2018 execution of double-murderer Carey Dean Moore.
Official witnesses, she said, deserve to see “the state’s most powerful act,” an execution, from start to
finish, to ensure that it isn’t botched, as has happened in Ohio, Arizona and Oklahoma in recent years.
Originally, LB 238 would have added two state senators as witnesses. Pansing Brooks said she removed
that requirement at the request of fellow lawmakers who said they didn’t want to view an execution.
Hastings Regional Center
Hastings Sen. Steve Halloran complained Tuesday that the state was proceeding with plans to move a
boys chemical dependency treatment program out of the old Hastings Regional Center despite passage
of a bill blocking plans to replace the program with a state institution for female juvenile offenders.
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services officials announced plans to make the switch last
month. Halloran said neither he nor Hastings Mayor Corey Stutte were given advance warning of those
plans.
Following the announcement, lawmakers passed LB 1040, which requires HHS to hold off on moving
any juvenile offenders until a long-term plan can be developed. The bill was signed into law last week
and took effect immediately.
Halloran said he was “deeply troubled” by the lack of communication, and questioned how the state
would pay for the extensive renovations needed to make the newly constructed treatment program
buildings into a secure facility for troubled girls.
By Martha Stoddard and Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Questions of constitutionality linger as Nebraska Legislature advances ban of
abortion method
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers moved one step closer to banning a type of second-trimester abortion
Tuesday, amid debate about the ban’s constitutionality.
Legislative Bill 814 advanced to the final stage of consideration on a voice vote, after senators voted 34-
8 to cut off a filibuster.
The bill, introduced by State Sen. Suzanne Geist of Lincoln, would prohibit an abortion method known
medically as dilation and evacuation. The procedure involves dilating a woman’s cervix and removing
the fetus in pieces. Opponents call the procedure dismemberment abortion.
Most of the morning’s debate over the bill centered on whether it could pass constitutional muster.
Attorney General Doug Peterson weighed in later in the day in response to a request by Sen. Ernie
Chambers of Omaha for an opinion on the issue.
In his request, Chambers cited a U.S. Supreme Court ruling in a case involving Nebraska’s “partial-birth
abortion” ban, known medically as intact dilation and extraction.
In that case, the court said it was unconstitutional to interfere with women’s access to dilation and
evacuation procedures before a fetus is viable. The ruling noted that Nebraska had conceded during
oral argument that prohibiting such procedures would impose an unconstitutional “undue burden” on
a woman’s right to get an abortion.
“Your task of defending LB 814 when it is challenged, as it surely shall be if enacted into law, will be
virtually impossible,” Chambers said.
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But the attorney general’s opinion, written by Solicitor General James Campbell, concluded that LB 814
is “likely constitutional” and would not impose a “substantial obstacle” on access to abortion in the
state.
The opinion pointed out that the majority of second-trimester abortions in Nebraska are done using
methods other than dilation and evacuation.
That contrasts with the case nationally, and in states where similar laws have been overturned. Courts
have blocked bans in all but three of the dozen states that have passed them. Two states where the
bans have taken effect have no abortion providers that perform second-trimester abortions.
“Requiring Nebraska abortion providers to alter the way in which those infrequent procedures are
performed does not impose a substantial obstacle on abortion,” it said.
In addition, the opinion said that where federal courts have blocked similar bans, those decisions came
before a U.S. Supreme Court ruling this summer. On Friday, the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals lifted
an injunction against an Arkansas ban and sent the case back to the district court, instructing the court
to reconsider its previous ruling in light of that high court ruling.
The attorney general’s opinion also disputed the idea that LB 814 would ban dilation and evacuation
abortions. It said the bill would ban the method only if used when a fetus is alive.
But some attorneys in the Legislature disputed such arguments.
Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln said it is not unusual for lower courts to reconsider cases in light of new
high court rulings. He said the Arkansas case does not alter any prior standards for judging abortion
laws.
He also said the constitutionality of the proposed ban does not depend on the percentage of women
who have abortions using the method but whether it creates an obstacle for those women.
The abortion procedure banned by LB 814 is used from weeks 13 through 24 of a woman’s pregnancy.
The bill would apply when clamps, forceps or similar instruments are used to remove pieces of a viable
fetus. The ban would not apply if suction is used to remove pieces of a fetus. It also would not apply if
the fetus was dead before being removed.
Under the bill, it would be a Class IV felony, punishable by up to two years in prison and a $10,000 fine,
for a doctor to perform such an abortion. The bill also would allow a doctor to be sued for performing
the procedure. The woman having such an abortion could not be charged.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Lincoln senator's anti-abortion bill advances to final reading
 
The 90 minutes of debate Speaker of the Legislature Jim Scheer allowed on second round of Lincoln
Sen. Suzanne Geist's anti-abortion bill Tuesday was mostly on the bill's constitutionality. 
While senators on both sides argued the constitutionality, Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard said: What
difference does it make anyway?
Senators have passed bills that were eventually ruled unconstitutional by a court, but regardless, it was
the law until some court said it was not, he said.
"So this whining about it's unconstitutional is a stall tactic."  
Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers asked Attorney General Doug Peterson on Monday for a legal opinion on
the constitutionality of the bill. Chambers said the U.S. Supreme Court explicitly upheld the D&E
abortion method in a Nebraska case, Stenberg v. Carhart, in 2000. And former Nebraska Attorney
General Don Stenberg agreed it could not be banned without placing an undue burden on a woman's
right to obtain an abortion.
Peterson posted his opinion Tuesday afternoon, concluding LB814 is likely constitutional because it
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does not appear to impose a substantial obstacle on access to abortion in Nebraska. 
Peterson's opinion said LB814 permits abortion providers to use the D&E process so long as a doctor
doesn't perform it on a "living unborn child." 
Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt on Tuesday then requested another legal opinion from Peterson on the
consequence of a messy debate last week that failed to include formally reading and introducing the
bill on general file, the first step of a legislative debate.
That first-round debate on LB814 last week was a mixture of motions on rules and points of order for
an unrelated bill, and a frozen queue that was supposed to be the order of speakers for the anti-
abortion bill but was never used. There was also confusion from the presiding officer about whether
debate time was being counted for the bill. 
She asked if the oversight in compliance with fundamental legislative rules and policy affected the
validity of LB814 and made it vulnerable to court challenge. 
During debate Tuesday, Lincoln Sen. Mike Hilgers said neither the U.S. Constitution nor the state
Constitution puts a restriction on this bill or the procedure that would be prohibited. And there is no
Supreme Court or 8th Circuit Court of Appeals decision that is binding on it. 
Hilgers argued the legal standard has changed on abortion-related court cases that other
constitutionality decisions rely on.
But Lincoln Sen. Adam Morfeld said the basis of Hilgers' arguments is not the final word on whether or
not D&E bans are sound law or policy. 
Geist had to invoke cloture after the 90 minutes to force a vote on the bill, which prevailed. The bill
then advanced on a voice vote to final reading.
By JoAnne Young
 


AP: Property tax, abortion bills set for final votes in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska lawmakers advanced a property tax and business incentives package
and new abortion restrictions through a key procedural vote on Tuesday, despite fervent opposition
from some senators in the final days of this year’s session.
Each measure won second-round approval in the Legislature, just ahead of the end-of-Tuesday
deadline for bills to survive this year. They now head to a final, third vote on Thursday, the session’s
final day, and will then go to Gov. Pete Ricketts, who is expected to sign them.
The property tax and business incentives package was merged into one bill because neither measure
had enough support to pass by itself. Rural lawmakers who want lower local property taxes initially
threatened to block the business incentives bill, but politically powerful business groups argued that
Nebraska can’t be the only state without major tax incentives. The state’s current business incentive
program, the Nebraska Advantage Act, expires this year.
“We need to make a positive statement to the people of Nebraska, and I think the biggest risk is not to
act,” said Sen. John Stinner, of Gering, who helped negotiate the compromise package.
Still, the package drew criticism from some rural, conservative lawmakers, who said it didn’t do enough
for property owners. The property tax portion would offer a state tax credit to reimburse property
owners for a part of what they pay to local schools. But in most cases, homeowners and farmers would
still see an increase over the previous year because of rising property values.
“This is a decrease in the increase, call it what it is,” said Sen. Steve Erdman, of Bayard.
Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks, of Lincoln, said lawmakers focused too much on the needs of higher-income
homeowners, farmers and businesses, and not enough on people who are struggling financially
because of the coronavirus. She lamented that lawmakers didn’t help renters facing evictions,







meatpacking workers who are at higher risk of catching the virus, or workers who are still unemployed.
“When we are tone deaf to the needs of individual Nebraskans, we are not doing our jobs,” Pansing
Brooks said. “I am not proud of this session.”
The business incentives package would offer tax credits to businesses that set up shop in Nebraska and
create a certain number of high-paying jobs. The credits would vary based on how much money a
company invests, the number of employees hired and the average salary paid.
Lawmakers also advanced a bill that would restrict a second-trimester abortion procedure known as a
dilation and evacuation abortion. The bill would outlaw the use of clamps, forceps, tongs or scissors to
perform the abortion. Opponents refer to it as a dismemberment abortion because it often requires
doctors to remove a fetus in pieces.
“We are simply discontinuing a procedure which is inhumane,” said Sen. Suzanne Geist, of Lincoln, the
bill’s sponsor.
Abortion-rights supporters said the bill is certain to face a court challenge and will likely get struck
down as unconstitutional. Sen. Megan Hunt, of Omaha, said the abortion and property tax bills are
“beneath the dignity of the work we are called here to do,” given the economic damage wrought by the
pandemic.
By Grant Schulte
 


LJS: Legislature's tax and growth bargain heads toward finish line
 
The Legislature's grand bargain on property tax relief, business incentives and a super-project proposal
at the University of Nebraska Medical Center cleared its second floor hurdle Tuesday on a 41-4 vote
and steamed ahead toward final enactment.
Sens. Steve Erdman of Bayard, Mike Groene of North Platte, Steve Halloran of Hastings and Megan
Hunt of Omaha voted no.
Erdman argued that the bill (LB1107) does not truly provide property tax relief, but rather only "a
decrease in the increase of property taxes" that will continue to occur.
Groene, who had been a leader in helping craft an earlier Revenue Committee proposal to build
property tax relief around school funding reform that would have increased state aid to schools while
reducing property tax valuations, said he was "blindsided" by the movement to a new plan.
"I will never throw money at a problem and claim I did something," he said.
Sen. Tom Briese of Albion, who has been a leader in pushing the Legislature to provide additional
property tax relief beyond the state's current property tax credit fund, said "this is a compromise that
can move our state forward."
"We can work on adjustments next year," he said.
The breakthrough bill creates a new property tax relief plan, enacts a new business development tax
incentives program and provides a pledge of $300 million in future state appropriations to help fund a
proposed $2.6 billion mega-project at the UNMC campus in Omaha.
That project is built around the Medical Center's effort to win federal designation of UNMC as the site
for development of a new national pandemic and all-hazard disaster response center that would serve
both civilian and military needs.
Property tax relief under provisions of the compromise bill would begin with $125 million in state
funding rising to $375 million in five years, all in addition to the $275 million already provided through
the state's property tax credit fund.
The new tax relief would be tied to a system of state income tax credits. 
"This moves us nowhere," Erdman argued.
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"This is peanuts," Groene said in terms of additional property tax relief.
"The biggest risk is not to act ... at a critical time," on the package of provisions designed to move the
state forward, said Sen. John Stinner, chairman of the Appropriations Committee.
"We're going to fund this through growth," he said, with some early and tentative assistance from the
state's cash reserve fund.
Failure to adopt a new business tax incentives program this session would leave the state without a
competitive business attraction and development plan since the current Nebraska Advantage Act
expires at the end of the year. 
While acting on the big tax and economic growth package, the Legislature has failed to respond to the
needs of Nebraskans impacted by COVID-19 during its final days in session, Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of
Lincoln said. 
"We're not reacting to the needs created by the pandemic," Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha
argued.
"Take the grand bargain and move forward," Sen. Matt Hansen of Lincoln urged his colleagues just
before they cast their votes.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Committee endorses meatpacking worker protections, but time runs out
 
Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha on Tuesday won legislative committee support for an amended bill to
provide more protections for meat processing workers from COVID-19 infection on meatpacking
production lines.
The Business and Labor Committee rushed the proposal to the floor of the Legislature, but once it
arrived there, the bill faced the reality of no path forward toward an opportunity for enactment by a
legislative session that will adjourn for the year Thursday.
The chief safety element in the bill would require 6 feet of distancing between workers on fast-moving
production lines where they work shoulder-to-shoulder and often across from one another.
Voting to advance the proposal were Sens. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, Sue Crawford of Bellevue, Matt
Hansen of Lincoln and Steve Lathrop of Omaha.
Opposing advancement of the amended bill (LB667) were Sens. Steve Halloran of Hastings and Julie
Slama of Peru.
Vargas saw one of his education bills ambushed Tuesday afternoon when Sen. Mike Groene of North
Platte put an unfriendly amendment onto the Omaha senator's version of a school discipline bill
(LB515).
Groene was seeking to get a vote on his bill (LB147) to allow physical intervention by teachers and
school personnel to manage student behavior. He had already used an unorthodox way last year to get
it to the floor for debate, pulling it out of the Education Committee he chairs when the committee
wouldn't send it to the floor. 
Then, after more than seven hours of filibustering in late July, the bill fell one vote short of a cloture
motion to stop the filibuster, and that usually means the bill is dead for the session. 
But that didn't deter Groene. He resurrected it once again Tuesday in a surprise move, attaching it to
the Vargas bill as an amendment, with Vargas making it clear it was a bad faith move on Groene's part.
The amendment failed on a 21-20 vote. 
Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks had one of the few bills in the afternoon that slid through without
controversy. Her bill (LB238) advanced to final reading, and would make executions more transparent
to witnesses. It would allow witnesses to continuously observe the process from the moment the







condemned prisoner enters the execution chamber until the person is declared dead or the execution
is halted.
She removed a section from the bill that would require two members of the Legislature to serve as
witnesses. 
By Don Walton and JoAnne Young
 


LJS: Big Ten postponing football, other fall sports; NU leaders say they are 'very
disappointed' in decision
 
Nebraska football coach Scott Frost said Monday he thinks his team could be ready to play in a week.
The Huskers and the rest of the Big Ten Conference are going to have to wait a lot longer than that.
In an historic move, the Big Ten postponed all fall sports, including football, announcing the move
Tuesday afternoon in the face of the coronavirus pandemic. The league said in a statement that
competing in the spring remains "a possibility."
"When you look at this decision, we just believe collectively that there's too much uncertainty at this
point in time in our country to encourage our student-athletes to participate in fall sports," Big Ten
Commissioner Kevin Warren said during a Big Ten Network interview after the announcement. 
The Big Ten Council of Presidents and Chancellors met Tuesday morning, which appears to have led to
the final decision.
Nebraska's other fall sports are women's volleyball, women's soccer, and men's and women's cross
country.
“The mental and physical health and welfare of our student-athletes has been at the center of
every decision we have made regarding the ability to proceed forward,” Warren said in a statement.
“As time progressed and after hours of discussion with our Big Ten Task Force for Emerging Infectious
Diseases and the Big Ten Sports Medicine Committee, it became abundantly clear that
there was too much uncertainty regarding potential medical risks to allow our student-athletes to
compete this fall.
“We know how significant the student-athlete experience can be in shaping the future of the talented
young women and men who compete in the Big Ten Conference. Although that knowledge made this a
painstaking decision, it did not make it difficult. 
"While I know our decision today will be disappointing in many ways for our thousands of student-
athletes and their families, I am heartened and inspired by their resilience, their insightful and
discerning thoughts, and their participation through our conversations to this point. Everyone
associated with the Big Ten Conference and its member institutions is committed to getting everyone
back to competition as soon as it is safe to do so.”
Nebraska leadership took a strong stance against the decision in a statement on behalf of Frost, UNL
Chancellor Ronnie Green, athletic director Bill Moos and NU President Ted Carter. 
“We are very disappointed in the decision by the Big Ten Conference to postpone the fall football
season, as we have been and continue to be ready to play. Safety comes first. Based on the
conversations with our medical experts, we continue to strongly believe the absolute safest place for
our student-athletes is within the rigorous safety protocols, testing procedures, and the structure and
support provided by Husker Athletics. 
"We will continue to consult with medical experts and evaluate the situation as it emerges. We hope it
may be possible for our student-athletes to have the opportunity to compete.”
The school said it would have no further comment Tuesday.
The decision comes one day after Frost and three other Big Ten coaches went public with their desire
to play football this fall and less than a week after the conference announced its 10-game, conference-







only fall schedule. 
Scott Frost says the university is committed to playing a season even if the league cancels.
Green was Nebraska’s representative on the President’s Council and was on the call Tuesday.
Frost on Monday made it clear that the Nebraska leadership group was unanimously in favor of moving
forward with a season this fall. 
“To make a commitment to play like we want to and are doing here at Nebraska, you have to have
everybody aligned,” Frost said. “I think all the people that I talk to, that are involved in making this
decision, believe the same thing I do. The best thing for our state, the best thing for our community,
our university, our Athletic Department, football team and the health and well-being of our student-
athletes is to play and keep an environment where we can protect.”
On BTN, Purdue coach Jeff Brohm said he first heard that the league might be moving toward a
decision like this Saturday. 
"I got some information that the medical experts and our commissioner got together and discussed, in
detail, moving forward and that’s where things went south," Brohm said. "I don’t know what was said
exactly, I don’t know all the details, I was not on that meeting, but I think it was a long meeting from
what I heard of information that was shared and their opinions on how to go forward and what to do
and I think from there things turned south and that’s how we got to this end result." 
Frost said the coaches' calls he’s been on have been unanimous in support of playing.
“Every coach says that they want to play. I think every school is in a little bit of a different situation,
from political environment to the shape of their student-athletes, how quickly they got them back,” he
said. “But people need to understand the carnage and aftermath of what college athletics looks like if
we don’t play. This isn’t as simple as canceling a Little League game and picking up and playing next
Saturday.”
Indeed, the Big Ten now has myriad issues to sort out and little time to do so. What are the eligibility
ramifications? Wisconsin athletic director Barry Alvarez told local reporters there's a Wednesday
meeting scheduled to discuss that.
Meanwhile, Alvarez said Big Ten teams are allowed to continue training on a 20-hour-per-week
schedule that is similar to the recently completed "mini-camp" setup, which allows for walk-throughs,
weight lifting and film work, but no padded practices.
Also, will NU or any other teams be allowed to pursue other games this fall? What might a spring
season look like? Is that even feasible? 
Alvarez said perhaps six or eight games in the spring might be doable, but that might mean shortening
the 2021 fall season, too.
Former Ohio State coach Urban Meyer had a simpler answer on BTN when asked if he thought games
will be played in the spring: "No chance." 
About an hour after the Big Ten's announcement, the Pac-12 called a news conference to say its season
would be postponed until the spring. Meanwhile, SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey said on the "Dan
Patrick Show" on Tuesday morning, “Our medical advisory group has said, ‘Yes, we can continue to go
forward.’ Should that advice change, that would certainly be a stopping point."
By Parker Gabriel
 


OWH: Big Ten commissioner: Nebraska can't remain Big Ten member if it plays football this
fall
 
After twice evading the question on the Big Ten Network, Big Ten commissioner Kevin Warren, in an
interview with Yahoo! Sports, said Nebraska is not allowed to pursue a fall football schedule after the
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league chose to postpone its season until spring 2021. 
"No," Warren said to Yahoo! “Not and be a member of the Big Ten Conference.”
In a brief statement released after the Big Ten announced its decision to postpone, all of NU's
leaders — from Frost to NU President Ted Carter — announced Nebraska was still looking to play this
fall. 
"We will continue to consult with medical experts and evaluate the situation as it emerges," the
statement concluded. "We hope it may be possible for our student athletes to have the opportunity to
compete.”
Earlier Tuesday, Warren twice told the Big Ten Network that discussing Nebraska's interest was a
different issue for a different day. 
“I know what was said,” Warren said on Big Ten Network, referring to Monday comments from NU
coach Scott Frost related to the Huskers pursuing their own schedule. “These are things that I’m sure
there will be a lot of issues that arise and be raised that we’ll address at the appropriate time. Today’s
not the appropriate time on some issues.”
On Monday, Frost said NU would look into scheduling its own opponents if the Big Ten decided to
postpone the fall season. 
“We want to play a Big Ten schedule, I hope that’s what happens,” Frost said. “Our university’s
committed no matter what that looks like and how that looks. We want to play no matter who it is or
where it is, so we’ll see how those chips fall.
“We certainly hope it’s in the Big Ten. If it isn’t, then I think we’re prepared to look for other options.
Senior offensive lineman Matt Farniok — a captain on the 2019 team — agreed.
“We would love to be able to play in the Big Ten — that’s where we are, that’s our conference, that’s
our home — and we want to be able to represent the Big Ten, but if the Big Ten chooses to cancel,
we’re 100% open to playing whoever wants to play,” Farniok said. “If, at the end of the day, we get to
play in the Big Ten, perfect, that’s our home, that’s our conference, that’s our place. If, for whatever
reason, they decide to cancel and shift somewhere else, so be it.”
By Sam McKewon
 


LJS: Crowd of protesters outside LPS district office and illustration that it won't be a normal
school year
 
On the eve of a new school year, the scene outside the Lincoln Public Schools district office Tuesday
evening was a stark reminder that what would soon unfold would be wildly different than anyone has
experienced.
Music blared, bottled water sat on tables, and parents, teachers and community members — nearly all
of them wearing face masks — gathered outside the district office to protest the district’s decision to
reopen schools.
More than 30 speakers argued that the district wasn’t ready, didn’t have all the necessary sanitizing
equipment in place, that teachers were fearful and overwhelmed by the task of readying for a school
year that will put them at risk and require them to put themselves, their families and students at risk. 
“Safeguards are not in place and we as a district are not ready,” said a tearful Carrie Brison, a special-
education teacher at Lincoln High School who said three of her students had mask exemptions and she
didn't get to have a face shield. “We can be better and we should be better. Delay the start of school or
start remotely.”
Liz Wysong Hoffart, a teacher at Kahoa Elementary School and daughter of longtime school board
member Sally Wysong, for whom an elementary school is named, implored the board to delay the start
of school.







“If she (her mom) was still alive she would choose to be courageous and think about students in our
district. She would have chosen to wait until the (virus) numbers were at a safe level.”
Several early childhood teachers, including Lorrin Adams, who said she was pregnant and advised
against doing home visits by her doctor, said LPS denied their request to do home visits remotely
because of the increased danger of going into someone’s home.
During the public comment section of Tuesday's Board of Education meeting, which went on for more
than three hours, two LPS officials addressed some of the concerns: Associate Superintendent of
Instruction Matt Larson told the board that state education officials told them they had to offer home
visits, but LPS is allowing teachers to do Zoom meetings if families agree, not do them if families don't
pass pre-screening questions and leave if they get there and don’t feel safe.
Liz Standish, associate superintendent of business affairs, said each classroom should have bottles of
hand sanitizer and disinfectant, and LPS has ordered more face shields to handle additional requests by
teachers.
Because, despite the bulk of public comment, which also included a few parents and a grandparent
who said they were happy that school was starting, LPS officials were ready to go ahead with what they
said was a fluid plan that would undoubtedly change in an unprecedented situation.
“We’re staying true to what the community wants us to do,” said Superintendent Steve Joel. “It’s going
to look different and it’s not going to be perfect and it’s a plan that will have to be fluid.”
As of Tuesday evening, about 20% of students will work remotely — more than 8,000 of them, and high
school students will come to school on staggered schedules, so only half of students will be in the
building at one time.
The foundation of the LPS plan is a mask requirement for staff and students, pre-screening for
symptoms, frequent hand-washing and sanitizing, and social distancing when possible.
In response to teacher concerns, LPS officials won’t start remote learning until Monday, giving teachers
more time to prepare for teaching remote learners and in-person students simultaneously.
Tuesday evening, Joel said the district would delay appraisals and many of the district assessments to
reduce responsibilities on teachers and will look for other ways to lighten their loads.
Board member Bob Rauner said LPS is in a different situation than Omaha Public Schools, which shifted
to all remote learning. There, unlike Lincoln, positive COVID-19 cases are increasing, not decreasing, he
said.
Joel stressed that it’s up to the community to comply with directed health measures,  including wearing
masks, and reiterated a reality of the pandemic: plans would undoubtedly change.
“We’ve got a pretty good sense that tomorrow will be a good day for the beginning of school,” he said.
“We don’t know what Monday will look like.”
By Margaret Reist
 


OWH: Superintendents encouraged by mask compliance as Papillion La Vista, Ralston
districts reopen
 
Two more metro area school districts reopened to students Tuesday, and district officials reported no
major problems.
Superintendents in the Papillion La Vista and Ralston districts both expressed optimism after touring
buildings and observing classes.
Students and teachers appeared to be complying with district mask mandates, they said.
Ralston Superintendent Mark Adler said he toured six of the district’s eight schools and liked what he
saw.







“I don’t know that I’ve ever been more proud in 29 years of being an educator as I am today,” Adler
said.
“I felt great vibes. I felt like we had a very healthy and safe environment everywhere I went. It’s just a
great day.”
Ralston opened with slightly less than half of students in attendance. The district is in the yellow level of
its reopening plan, which means students will attend school part of the time and have independent
learning from home part of the time.
Ralston students are divided into two groups attending school on alternate days.
When the students taking full remote learning are subtracted, that leaves about 45% of the total
enrollment in school on any given day, he said.
He said the mask requirement that caused so much public debate wasn’t a problem at the schools he
visited.
“Not one issue with a mask,” he said. “Not one.”
He said social distancing wasn’t a problem because the number of students in each classroom was
reduced.
“The ones that I visited today, which was quite a few, the top number I saw was 11. And there were a
lot less than that.”
Adler said staff members “have purpose again.”
“I was convinced from the start, if we get our students back in the building, and we get our excellent
teachers working with them, getting those processes under control, taught, we’re going to be OK. That
was reinforced with me 1,000%.”
District spokesman Jim Frederick said elementary school teachers spent time reinforcing with students
the importance of maintaining personal space and teaching kids how to wash their hands.
He said there were some students who were mixed up on whether it was their day for in-person
learning.
In the upper grades, teachers were going over with students procedures and how they’ll use
technology.
Papillion La Vista Superintendent Andy Rikli said the mood was “very positive” at the middle and high
schools he visited.
People seemed excited to be back, he said.
He said he was encouraged by the masking.
“After visiting five different buildings, three middle schools and two high schools, I didn’t have to
remind a single student or staff member to put a mask on. They were all wearing masks, and from my
vantage point, they were all wearing them correctly.”
One principal told him that a student had to be told to bring the mask up over the nose as well as the
mouth, he said. That was the only incident he heard about, he said.
Rikli said that with nearly all students returning under the district’s plan, masking will be important
because students won’t always be able to social distance.
“We know that social distancing won’t be possible in all situations, including some classroom
arrangements. If you’ve got 25 kids in a class, there’s a high likelihood you’re not going to be able to
have 6 feet of distance between every one of our students.”
Rikli said the district will be “extremely diligent” about requiring masks in those situations.
In Papillion La Vista, only the students in kindergarten through sixth grades, seventh graders and ninth
graders reported for school on Tuesday, for a half day.
The district’s plan calls for all students — except about 10% who chose full remote learning — to attend
school every day, starting Wednesday.







Rikli said he understands the concerns of some of the district’s teachers, who demonstrated outside
the administration building Monday evening citing safety concerns.
He said that having kids in school is critically important and that the district will do it as long as it can.
“If it’s not successful, if we’re starting to see staff drop out, if we’re starting to see students get sick,
then we’ll certainly go to Plan B,” Rikli said. “But I think our community really does believe the best
place for our kids right now is in a school setting.”
By Joe Dejka
 


LJS: Ouster of local health director Lopez sought by county attorney
 
Interim Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Director Pat Lopez illegally occupies her post and should be
ousted, Lancaster County Attorney Pat Condon wrote in a letter to the County Board.
Lopez has led the Health Department since May 2019, when then-Director Shavonna Lausterer took
medical leave before dying of breast cancer. 
In his letter, Condon said he was preparing a legal challenge under Nebraska law called a quo warranto
action, which would remove and exclude Lopez from her office. 
Lopez, he wrote, has not been appointed by the Lincoln City Council, Lancaster County Board and the
local Board of Health as required under state law. 
Instead, Lopez has continued operating on a consultant agreement, and Condon said he felt compelled
to seek her removal from office based on the length of time she has been in the job without being
appointed in accordance with law and because her recent actions toward business owners put county
residents at risk of a court injunction, civil proceeding or even arrest and criminal prosecution. 
He didn't return a call seeking comment Tuesday.
Condon's letter disputing Lopez's authority marks the second challenge to the career public health
professional's legal ability to issue directed health measures, but this challenges seems unlikely to
effectively remove her, as Lopez remains popular with the three governing bodies who can
permanently confirm her. 
"I couldn’t be more pleased with how she has led this community through the pandemic," said County
Commissioner Deb Schorr, who like Condon is a Republican. 
If the County Board needs to go back and permanently install her into that position, it would be "more
than willing to go through that formality," Schorr said. 
The board is expected to vote to appoint Lopez at its next meeting. The City Council and Board of
Health are expected to also call votes to formally appoint her as well. 
"This basically all goes away, and the county attorney will not file this if she's appointed officially,"
County Board Chairman Sean Flowerday said. 
In court last week, attorney J.L. Spray asked a judge to invalidate the order to close Madsen's Bowling &
Billiards because Lopez had not been duly appointed to her position and was only a consultant. 
City attorneys countered Spray's contention by arguing Lopez's order remained valid because
ultimately the mayor was the acting public health director.
In his letter, Condon called out inaction by the city Law Department to make Lopez a permanent
director, saying he had communicated with the department in March 2020 about the issue. 
The search for a permanent health director failed to find a consensus candidate in December 2019, and
Lopez agreed to stay in her post on the consultant's agreement, which pays her $14,000 a month. The
former health director earned $122,000 annually.
Lopez has provided consulting to other Nebraska health departments and helped them with
accreditation, and Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird agreed to allow her to continue that work if she







remained in the job. 
Flowerday said Lopez was better than all the other candidates who applied for the permanent job, and
he was glad she stayed on. 
Then came the pandemic, Flowerday said, and "it just didn't make any sense to change horses
midstream."
City Councilwoman Jane Raybould said Lopez seems to be the most trusted official in all of Lincoln city
government, "just like our own Dr. Tony Fauci." 
She believes the council would stand prepared to vote to appoint Lopez immediately if needed. 
News of Condon's letter came Tuesday as a showdown between Madsen's and the Health Department
seemed to conclude with both parties reaching an agreement to reopen the bowling alley/pool hall and
keep it in compliance with the local mask mandate.
Raybould said she wished people wouldn't politicize sound health practices, and that she believes
Omaha officials were kicking themselves they didn't implement a mask mandate earlier like Lincoln did.
"We are in a much better shape because Pat Lopez has been here to guide us through these really
troubled waters," Flowerday said.
Gaylor Baird initially laughed when she heard of Condon's challenge, because Lopez's authority is
unquestioned in the mayor's mind. 
"But we will go ahead and make this official and acknowledge that all of her previous decisions are
official as well, if that's what it takes to satisfy this concern, because, you know what, we need to stop
talking about this and keep focused on fighting this virus," Gaylor Baird said.
By Riley Johnson
 


Scottsbluff SH: Camping World bringing 150-200 new jobs to Sidney
 
A major RV and camping equipment dealership has announced plans to locate in Sidney.
Camping World CEO Marcus Lemonis met with community leaders Monday and announced on
Facebook that his company would be adding dealership and distribution locations in Sidney and Lincoln.
Expectations are that the business would bring 150-200 jobs to Sidney. Approximately 50-60 of those
jobs would be in the retail dealership and offices. Sidney and Lincoln will be the first Nebraska locations
for a nationwide dealership that already has more than 130 locations. Lemonis did not give a specific
time frame, but the dealership is likely to open in 2021. In addition to Camping World, the company
partners with Gander Outdoors, Overton’s, The House and Good Sam.
Lemonis, who also serves as host of “The Profit” on CNBC, praised Sidney on a Facebook video as a
town that helped build the country. He said as the home of Cabela’s, Sidney helped found and explore
the great outdoors, making it a great fit for his company.
“We’re proud to be bringing our colors to this town,” Lemonis said. “I’m a big believer that American
towns built this country, and that while there’s lots of great American towns in this country, I needed to
be in this one.”
As a native of Florida and a fan of the Miami Hurricanes, Lemonis said it was tough for him to become a
Cornhusker, but he was overwhelmed by the welcoming and the hospitality he found in the state.
“I am proud to be welcomed by amazing Cornhuskers right here in this state,” he said.
In addition to the RV operation, Lemonis said he is partnering with a local group to open up a 3PL
specifically dedicated to small businesses.
“There are hundreds of thousands of square feet of distribution centers here that have been a part of
Cabela’s for years that are no longer occupied,” he said. “For a lot of people, unfortunately, those jobs
moved somewhere else. But I believe that Sidney, Nebraska, is a great center point on the U.S. map to







allow small businesses who have e-commerce businesses to have a 3PL here in Sidney, Nebraska.
"Great labor. Great know how. Great location, and it allows you to tackle the west coast of the United
States with a very low cost of operating and a low cost of distribution.”
Cheyenne County and Sidney economic development director Melissa Norgard said some former
Cabela’s employees have found themselves working for Camping World at other locations, and some of
those individuals were telling Lemonis about Sidney and the talented people of the community.
“His business, obviously, is also in the outdoor space, and he noted several times when he was speaking
(Monday) that they have some areas that there is room for growth and opportunity, and he feels like
some of the talent here in Sidney can help him grow his business and become better in some of those
areas,” Norgard said.
The locations in Lincoln and Sidney will bookend the state and provide Lemonis with the visibility and
access he desires for his dealerships. The facility in Sidney will be located east of Bomgaars and south of
Wal-Mart on a 14-acre piece of land that will be easily visible from Interstate 80.
“It’s going to be right off of I-80,” Norgard said. “He’s notorious for putting up a big flagpole with big
flags to draw attention and get people off of the interstate, so overall, we’re really excited for the
opportunity. It’s going to bring new jobs, it’s going to bring a new retail footprint.”
Sidney city manager David Scott said similar businesses have been successful in Sidney before, and he
believes Camping World has made a good decision in locating in Sidney.
“I think it’s great,” Scott said. “I don’t know why they wouldn’t choose Sidney. We’ve been successful at
this kind of business in the past, and I think we’ll be successful in the future.”
Scott said Sidney has the qualities businesses are looking for.
“We have the people, we have the resources,” he said. “We have everything that they need to set up
shop. Sidney is a great place to be.”
Norgard said Lemonis talked about helping revitalize the downtown area of Sidney.
“We’ve seen so many great small businesses come out of post-Cabela’s,” Norgard said, “and I think that
will give some of those small businesses an opportunity to really grow and maybe learn from somebody
like him, in addition to revitalizing our main street where we’re working on an updated downtown
master plan. We’re hopeful he can come in with some great ideas from what he’s seen as successful in
other small communities.”
By Mark McCarthy
 


OWH Editorial: Promoting greater diversity is imperative for state of Nebraska and NU
 
The 21st century economy makes a principle clear: To achieve their full economic potential, states must
embrace and achieve greater diversity in the workplace, demonstrating their firm commitment to
expanded opportunity for all.
Blueprint Nebraska, the statewide economic development initiative, underscored that point in its
recent report. “In the United States, racial and ethnic diversity and better financial performance show a
linear relationship,” it stated.
U.S. companies in the top quartile on racial and ethnic diversity, Blueprint Nebraska reported, are 35%
more likely to achieve financial returns above their national industry median. “For every 10% increase
in racial and ethnic diversity on the senior executive team,” it said, “earnings before interest and taxes
(EBIT) rise 0.8%.”
Indeed, Blueprint Nebraska stated, over the past five decades, 20-40% of per-capita growth in the
nation’s economy has stemmed from the reduction in labor market discrimination barriers for women
and black men.







These considerations are central to Nebraska’s future. It’s long been clear that to grow its economy
sufficiently, Nebraska must attract more workers and residents. As a key part of that effort, Nebraska
must demonstrate that it offers a welcoming and supportive environment for workers from all
backgrounds.
That goal mustn’t be a mere aspiration. Nebraska must achieve it.
A central need is for Nebraska to close the distressingly large gap between the average educational
attainment level of Black Nebraskans compared with that of white residents. Providing educational and
economic opportunity is important, too, given the increasing diversity of Nebraska’s children.
During 2000-10, minority groups contributed more than 50% of the population growth in 16 Nebraska
counties, or two-thirds of all Nebraska counties that experienced population gains. Many Nebraska
school districts, urban and rural, are home to increasingly diverse student populations. In Omaha Public
Schools, some 119 languages are spoken in the homes of district students.
World-Herald reporting this week explained the University of Nebraska’s challenge in recruiting and
retaining faculty and students of color. The University of Nebraska at Omaha, for example, just lost a
Native American faculty member, Kent Blansett, to the University of Kansas, where he will join its
Indigenous Studies Department.
Yes, the recruitment competition is fierce, whether at the university level or in the economic tug of war
among states. But that doesn’t erase the need for Nebraska to devote far greater energy and
determination to this need.
Failure on this issue — in meeting educational needs and boosting employment opportunity — will
hobble Nebraska’s future. Success will position our state for strong growth and prosperity.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Let's move toward this rapid, inexpensive testing for the virus
 
The virus known as the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) causes the
disease now called coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). Currently, diagnostic testing of the sick or
COVID-19-exposed people relies primarily on a technique known as the polymerase chain reaction
(PCR), which amplifies the virus’ genetic material. These tests are highly specific and sensitive, with
detection accuracy approaching 100%. That accuracy is vital for decisions about treating individual
patients.
But PCR tests are expensive ($100), require specialized laboratory instrumentation and reagents and
typically take at least one to two days to return results. In the U.S., backlogs of samples and shortages
of testing reagents and swabs have caused delays in the return of results as long as seven to 10 days.
Such delays render the results of the test useless to inform isolation and contact tracing.
Many epidemiologists and public health officials are now calling for a much-needed shift in testing
strategy: from just diagnosing people who have symptoms or were exposed, to an approach aimed at
screening larger populations, using faster, cheaper and acceptably less accurate tests.
The gold standard PCR test is too expensive and slow for frequent screening and surveillance of large
populations. This shift in SARS-CoV-2 testing strategy would benefit schools and colleges, especially
residential colleges.
In a July 31 paper published in JAMA Network Open, A. David Paltiel and colleagues from Yale School of
Public Health and Harvard Medical School showed with a modeling study that screening college
students every two days using a rapid and even poorly sensitive (greater than 70%) test, coupled with
strict behavioral interventions, would dramatically limit the number of COVID-19 infections and permit
the safe return of students to campus.
This study indicates that frequent testing with faster results makes up for the lower sensitivity.
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Similarly, Michael Mina, an assistant professor of epidemiology at both Harvard Medical School and the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, has recommended even more broadly that everyone should
be tested, every couple of days, with $1, paper-based, at-home tests that are as easy to distribute and
use as a pregnancy test. He believes that we need such rapid and easily administered tests to be widely
deployed, so that infectious individuals can be readily self-identified and isolated, breaking the chain of
transmission.
Rapid paper-based tests are antigen tests where immobilized antibodies on a test strip are used to
detect viral proteins in saliva or a nasal swab. Such tests are typically inexpensive and give yes/no
answers within minutes, like a pregnancy test, and are currently used to detect influenza, HIV and other
viruses. These antigen tests don’t amplify viral genetic material like a PCR test but, rather, detect viral
protein in a sample; hence, they are less sensitive than PCR. They can, however, reach a sensitivity of
greater than 70%, which was the accuracy level used in the modeling study from Yale.
Dr. Mina has written that such tests are feasible, as a tiny company called E25Bio and another called
Sherlock Biosciences can deliver such tests. They have not made it to the marketplace, however,
because their sensitivity is being compared to that of PCR tests. Food and Drug Administration
requirements for clinical test sensitivity use PCR as the standard. The FDA, whose approval process is
stringent because it is designed to test the efficacy of clinical diagnostics, has no jurisdiction over public
health testing. Mina has suggested that since there is no alternative process for tests designed to
ensure population-level wellness, such a certification program could be run through the Centers for
Disease Control, the agency charged with safeguarding public health.
For population-level COVID-19 testing, cost and speed are more important than 100% sensitivity. The
availability of such tests would help us keep our schools and colleges open this fall. It’s time to ask our
senators and representatives to work for immediate authorization and production of existing rapid
tests without FDA approval.
Thomas F. Murray, Ph.D., is provost of Creighton University.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Nebraska physicians urge mask wearing
 
This is essay is from physicians from four medical associations: the Metro Omaha Medical Society, the
Nebraska Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Nebraska Chapter of the American
College of Physicians and the Nebraska Academy of Family Physicians.
Dear Patients,
Thank you for trusting us to partner with you to provide care whether in times of need or maintaining
health. Every day we have the opportunity of meeting with you to have conversations ranging from
congratulating you on achieving health goals to guiding you through difficult diagnoses and the
associated next steps. We care deeply about our patients and always aim to provide the best advice
possible to keep you healthy and safe.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, we realize there are numerous sources of information, some with
seemingly differing opinions about the most basic of precautions, such as wearing a mask.
Over the course of the pandemic, our understanding has grown both about the virus itself and how to
reduce its spread. We know COVID-19 is a highly contagious virus that has infected millions and killed
hundreds of thousands of individuals across the globe, including hundreds here at home in Nebraska.
There is a growing understanding that certain populations (e.g. older age, ethnicity, chronic diseases)
are at a greater risk of infection and individuals can begin to spread the infection without or before
they develop symptoms. Without a vaccine or treatments, except for in the most severe cases, our best
approaches to stopping the spread are:







» Washing your hands frequently.
» Practicing social distancing and staying at least 6 feet apart from others.
» Wearing a mask.
We know there is a lot of concern with wearing a mask, but wearing one is safe and it saves lives. By the
simple act of putting on a mask in public, every person you pass (as well as you) may be spared illness
or death by transmitting COVID-19 to someone else. If we can reduce the spread of COVID-19, we will
possibly get back to normal much faster and far fewer people will suffer and perish. All because of you.
This is something we can all do to be superheroes in our community.
We love taking care of you and your family and we want you to stay healthy and well during this
pandemic.
By Nebraska physicians associations
 


LJS Editorial, 8/12: Mask fight is about health, not freedom
 
There are folks who believe, in this age of COVID, that the land of the free is a little less so.
Social distancing, occupancy limits and masks – especially masks – have become flashpoints for
arguments about personal liberty and the collective good.
In our pandemic fight, the state and city have enacted measures to mitigate the spread of disease, save
lives and ease the burden on the health care system. Government often gets involved to ensure safety.
Think speed limits, seat belt laws or restaurant inspections.
While some chafe under regulation, laws and ordinances serve purposes. With the pandemic, we have
been asked to sacrifice temporarily some personal freedoms for a greater good. That tension is part of
governance.
And that tension came to head recently when Madsen’s Bowling & Billiards refused to abide by the
city’s mask order, ending up in civil court and then shut down before a seeming resolution Tuesday and
approval by health officials for a reopening plan.
Questioning the constitutionality and legality of a government order can, indeed, be a patriotic action,
especially when done legally and safely. Madsen’s may think it’s striking a blow for business, but the
city-ordered precautions aren’t there to hurt business. They exist to get our community, state and
nation on its feet as fast as possible. No one has motive to make businesses suffer longer than
necessary.
We hope that all businesses follow the spirit of the law and not just its letter. The degree to which we
follow our health guidelines will dictate the speed that life can return to whatever normal will be.
Without wandering into the political minefield of the mask issue, there’s widespread agreement – from
President Trump, Governor Pete Ricketts, Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird and lots of experts – that social
distancing, avoiding crowds and, yes, masks, all help our cause in fighting COVID.
The Declaration of Independence lists “life” before “liberty” in its statement of inalienable rights. Our
military personnel make great sacrifices – sometimes even their own lives – for ours and our freedoms.
Is endangering the community by flouting health directives really an act of love for country and
community?
The Constitution makes the role of government protecting freedom, not health. But this is a worthy
trade of personal freedom for public safety.
There’s plenty of conflict and tension within our society. It’s good if the controversy over Madsen’s is
really behind us, and mask use is embraced. The quicker we control this virus, the quicker we all get out
from behind this eight ball.
 







LJS Local View: Center is an investment
 
A place where urban and rural come together. A place with a rich history and a promising future. A
place that’s unique not just in the Midwest, but across the entire country. The Lancaster Event Center
fairground is these and so much more, and it needs our help.
I’ve snacked on popcorn walking through exhibits, eaten a corn dog at the county fair and enjoyed
fancy dinners at fundraising events at the LEC.
Whether it’s exhibiting 4-H displays at the Super Fair, hosting a live drive-in Garth Brooks online concert
or a sit-down dinner for 200, the Event Center has the incredible capability to bring together activities
and events that appeal to virtually anyone and everyone.
Just like the arena that has the flexibility to host a high school graduation, a college basketball game
and a major concert for thousands of fans, our Lancaster Event Center can meet just about any need
we can throw at it.
County fairs date back to the earliest history of our state, and for more than 100 years, the Lancaster
County Fair was conducted at the Nebraska State Fairgrounds. We can pat ourselves on the back for
getting double duty from the State Fairgrounds all those years. However, we shouldn’t lose sight of the
fact that the Lancaster County Ag Society, the people who run our fair, took a bold step some 20 years
ago and set the stage for the future.
What’s even more impressive is that they did all of this with very little tax support. Lancaster County
has benefited from years of minimal support for our fair. And now we have an Event Center that is the
perfect place for the National High School Finals Rodeo, a very nice sit-down dinner or a hastily put
together video concert with the audience watching video screens and listening on their car radios.
What else is out there that we haven’t even thought of yet?
Nearly every one of Nebraska’s 93 counties has a county fair. You could say the same for Iowa, Kansas,
the Dakotas, Wyoming and Colorado. For that matter, nearly every one of the 3,100 counties in the
United States has a county fair.
However, when you do an analysis of the availability of diverse, flexible and inventive facilities across
the country that match up with the Lancaster Event Center, the list is surprisingly short. That, coupled
with our location smack dab in the middle of the country, puts us is a unique position to attract an
ever-growing number of regional and national events.
Our LEC was preparing to host the National High School Finals Rodeo, a motor coach international
convention and so much more this summer when the Lancaster County Health Department raised
concerns because of the COVID quarantine and health care capacity.
That left the center with some financial challenges brought on as they expanded and improved their
facilities. We each need to step up and help bridge the gap until that rodeo comes to town next year
and in 2026 and 2027.
We need to step up and help the LEC remain a bright star with the flexibility to handle hundreds of
events each year. We need to step up and help the LEC continue to reach out and attract national
events that bring thousands of visitors to our state, county and community.
Join me in contacting your representative on the County Board, the Lincoln City Council and others,
urging them to help the Lancaster County Ag Society pay for the short-term interest on the facility
improvements at the Lancaster Event Center that will pay dividends for years to come.
Randy Bretz is currently with Leadership Lincoln, Rotary 14 and Nebraska Wesleyan. He is retired from
Nelnet and a former TEDxLincoln curator. In 2019 he served on the Lancaster Event Center Ad Hoc
Committee that looked at recommendations for the fairgrounds.
 







LJS: Fortenberry's first TV ad avoids negative attack
 
Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry will launch the first television ad of the 2020 congressional campaign
in Nebraska's 1st District on Wednesday and the ad will deliver a positive message rather than a
negative campaign attack.
The commercial features Mark Nemec, owner of the Kolac Korner Cafe in Prague, who credits the
congressman for helping his business survive and continue to support jobs during the COVID-19
pandemic through assistance from the Paycheck Protection Program.
Fortenberry is being challenged in what is regarded as a volatile election year by Democratic nominee
Kate Bolz, a state senator from Lincoln who is the congressman's highest-profile opponent since he was
first reelected 14 years ago. 
"When our nation faced an unprecedented crisis as a result of the pandemic, I worked hard, and across
party lines, for America's small businesses, positioning Nebraska as the nation's leader in the Paycheck
Protection Program," Fortenberry said.
"I'm pleased to start our campaign with important messages about getting things done," he said.
Fortenberry's ad will begin airing on Lincoln broadcast and cable television.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Harris pick cheered by some Nebraska Democrats, including local women of color
 
Several Nebraska Democrats celebrated Joe Biden’s choice of California Sen. Kamala Harris as the
Democratic vice presidential nominee, making her the first woman of color on either major party’s
presidential ticket.
Pastor Janet Goodman Banks of Christ Place Church in Lincoln said she was “ecstatic” and “elated” at
Tuesday’s announcement by Biden, the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee.
Banks, who is Black, said she was pleased to see a candidate recognize the work so many Black women
have done to help Democratic candidates — including Biden — win elections.
“In South Carolina, it was the Black church ladies with the pretty church hats that saved his political
life,” she said. “It’s more than appropriate for him to have picked a Black woman.”
Charlene Ligon, chairwoman of the Sarpy County Democratic Party, called Tuesday “historic.” She said
Biden’s pick reaffirmed her optimism about the value of striving for women and people of color.
“It lifts me up in a lot of ways,” Ligon said. “I knew you need to keep moving, that we would move
forward. Sometimes it can seem difficult, but we shouldn’t give up.”
Ligon, who is Black, said Harris was her top pick all along, particularly for the professional way she
questions people in Senate hearings. But she said she worried Biden might not choose her.
“Those of us women of color, we were hoping it would be a woman of color,” Ligon said. “She is well-
qualified, and there’s just no doubt she could take over as president any day.”
Harris, the daughter of Black and Indian immigrants, served as California’s attorney general, as San
Francisco’s top prosecutor and as a prosecutor in Oakland, California, before becoming a senator.
Democratic House candidate Kara Eastman, who received Harris’ endorsement in recent weeks for her
bid against Republican Rep. Don Bacon, said Biden’s pick inspired her.
Bacon’s campaign referred questions to the Nebraska Republican Party and the Republican National
Committee.
Nebraska Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb focused on Harris’ work in government oversight as a
critical need for the Biden administration if Democrats succeed in ousting President Donald Trump.
Kleeb said she thinks Harris’ selection will help Biden maintain the momentum necessary for him to win







the Omaha-based 2nd Congressional District.
She also pointed to recent polling for 1st District House candidate Kate Bolz suggesting that Biden was
within striking distance of Trump in the district, which includes Lincoln and rural eastern Nebraska.
Ryan Hamilton, the Nebraska Republican Party’s executive director, emphasized dust-ups between
Biden and Harris during the primary season, and said three months was a “short time to go from Joe
Biden’s biggest critic to his biggest supporter.”
“Senator Harris has a record typical of progressive liberals in coastal cities that is totally at odds with
the values of Nebraskans,” Hamilton said.
Because of that, he said, he expects Trump to win all five of Nebraska’s electoral votes, including the
three doled out individually based on the popular vote in each congressional district.
But for many, including Banks, the politics of the future could wait. They wanted to savor today, and,
for Banks, to imagine a State of the Union address with a Black woman seated behind the president.
“I’m picturing it as I speak,” she said. “I can see it.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


San Francisco Chronicle: Mask study separates the worthy from the worthless
 
That bandanna might make you look like a cool outlaw from an old Western movie, but it’s largely
ineffective in protecting you from the coronavirus, according to a new study.
A group of researchers at Duke University tested 14 types of common face masks to determine which
ones work best to stop the transmission of respiratory droplets during regular speech — and which
ones are practically useless.
Fitted N95 masks, which are usually reserved for health care professionals, came out on top of the
rankings, while three-layer surgical masks and homemade cotton masks also performed well.
But the study published Aug. 7 found that folded bandannas and knitted masks did not offer much
protection, while neck fleece — which is often used by runners — does more harm than good and
“might be counterproductive,” the study found.
People who wear the fleece masks, also called gaiter masks, are likely to release a higher number of
respiratory droplets into the air than those who do not wear a face covering at all, according to the
researchers, because the material appears to break down larger droplets into aerosols.
“The data make a lot of sense intuitively and seem consistent with other studies done in the past,” said
Dean Winslow of Stanford University.
While the results showed that fitted N95 masks are most effective in blocking droplets, there is an
exception. Valved N95 respirators with a one-way vent ranked much lower on the list.
“These valves are closed when breathing in, but can open when speaking, hence letting out unfiltered
air,” Martin Fischer, lead researcher and molecular imaging specialist, said. “In other words, they do a
great job of protecting the wearer from the outside environment, but a bad job of protecting others
from the wearer, and it is the second role that is the important one to reduce COVID-19 spread.”
Beyond the fitted N95s and surgical masks, the face coverings that performed best were made out of a
three-layer combo of cotton and polypropylene. That was followed by a two-layer swath of
polypropylene.
 


Bloomberg: Employers face payroll tax dilemma after Trump delays due date
 
President Donald Trump's order to delay collection of payroll taxes thrusts a dilemma on U.S.
companies: continue withholding the money from workers expecting bigger paychecks or pass it on and







potentially put themselves or their employees at risk of a big end-of year bill from the IRS.
Trump signed an order over the weekend deferring the due date for payroll taxes, which employers
deduct from paychecks and submit to the IRS on behalf of workers. The order defers the taxes from
Sept. 1 to the end of the December. The bill will come due unless Congress agrees to forgive the tax
debts.
Companies have just weeks to figure out what their legal responsibility is and then they may have to
reprogram payroll systems to accommodate the changes, which defer the due date for those earning
less than $4,000 biweekly, or about $104,000 a year.
Employers should be cautious because the IRS could go after both a company and its employees if they
don't pay the taxes when the executive order expires, said Matt Foreman, an independent tax lawyer
based in New York. Late payments would be subject to interest and penalties.
"My advice is keep collecting and keep remitting to the IRS. Tell your employees exactly what doing,
and why you're doing it," he said.
That's the decision that One America Financial Partners Inc., an Indianapolis-based insurance holding
company with 2,300 employees across the country, made unless there are further directives from
Congress.
"The more I read about this, it's a holiday. Unless it gets passed by Congress or signed into law, people
are going to be responsible for making up the FICA difference when they file their tax return," said Jon
Schausten, director of payroll and human resources information systems at OneAmerica.
He was referring to the Federal Insurance Contributions Act, the formal name of the payroll taxes that
fund Social Security and Medicare.
"I don't want to be the bad guy saying, 'Hey, you owe all this extra money' when you file your return,'"
he said.
Schausten said few employers would implement the executive order in the current climate. Few large
employers have said how they plan to implement the order.
"I don't think it makes sense from a liability and risk standpoint," Schausten said. "The short-term gain
doesn't outweigh the burden at the end of the year."
It's also incredibly difficult for many employers to reprogram their payroll systems, said Pete Isberg, a
vice president at payroll processor Automatic Data Processing Inc. A few companies may be able to
have systems ready to go by Sept. 1, but it will take most longer — possibly months — to make the
changes.
Companies want clarifications from the Treasury Department and IRS about how the executive order
works.
"There are a lot of things that aren't clear. Is this optional? Do employers have an option? Do
employees have an option? Do employees still get Social Security credit if they don't pay anything in?
How do you define compensation?" said Edward Karl, vice president of taxation at the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants.
The TreasuryDepartment is working on guidance to implement the order. Employers are hoping that
will clarify whether — if they pass on the tax savings to employees — they will still be on the hook for
paying when the taxes come due or if the onus shifts to employees.
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TV and Radio
10/11: Gov. Ricketts grants affordable housing non-profit $1M
NCN: Ricketts recognizes NPPD in proclamation for company's 50 years of service
KETV: 'A lot of misconceptions': Douglas County Health and metro doctors talk about COVID-19 data
NET: Senators Pass Military Retirees Tax Break, LGBT Resolution
KSNB: Local agencies look to fill gaps after Salvation Army anti-trafficking program changes
 
Governor
OWH: Gov. Ricketts bans TikTok on State of Nebraska electronic devices
LJS: Ricketts to ban TikTok on state-owned devices
NET: Governor Ricketts Announces TikTok Ban On State-Owned Devices
AP: Ricketts bans Chinese app on state phones, citing security
Fox Business: TikTok banned on all state electronic devices in Nebraska, Gov. Ricketts says
Columbus Telegram: Gov. Pete Ricketts proclaims NPPD Day during Columbus visit Wednesday
GII: Governor announces affordable trust awards, county among them
GII: Community celebrates new housing opportunities
OWH: There's a new tax break coming for military retirees in Nebraska, but not until 2022
AP: Nebraska lawmakers pass tax cut for military retirees
OWH: State teachers union tries to derail 'grand compromise,' saying it would cost schools
OWH: Got questions about Omaha's new mask mandate? We've got answers
 
Coronavirus
LJS: Several Nebraska counties see big uptick in COVID-19 cases recently
Sandhills Express: Increase in COVID Cases for LBPHD; Director Cone Says it Has Been Manageable
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LJS: Lancaster County reports 23 new COVID-19 cases, no new deaths
OWH: Positive cases of COVID-19 reported in Ralston, Millard elementary schools
Seward Co Independent: COVID outbreak hits Seward County
Scottsbluff SH: The word is spreading: Prevent the spread of COVID-19
Holt Co Independent: Health Department Gives Carnival The Go Ahead
Kearney Hub: Add masks to your back-to-school supply list
 
Legislature
LJS: Senators approve LGBTQ resolution and celebrate the summer's Supreme Court decision
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers vote to affirm U.S. Supreme Court's LGBTQ discrimination ruling
 
University
LJS: NU to expand requirements for scholarships to out-of-state students
OWH: Big Ten is more than sports — UNL collaborates with academic heavyweights, too
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Nebraska traffic back to pre-pandemic levels
Beatrice DS: Gage County settles dispute with insurance carriers over coverage of Beatrice Six judgment
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Land banks can help Nebraska communities. Gov. Ricketts should say yes
OWH: Courtney Allen-Gentry: My journey from North Omaha to California to activist nurse
OWH Public Pulse


1.       NU should put academics first
2.       Police and immunity
3.       Take responsibility
4.       Too much exaggeration about Trump
5.       Great coverage of Chambers
6.       Thank you, Air Force and partners


LJS Editorial, 8/13: Presenting a Lancaster County budget was no small feat by board
LJS Local View: Tax compromise less than bargained for
LJS Letters


1.       Zoom learning bad option for LPS
2.       Fortenberry focused on health care


GII: Vets home residents asking for care home visitor guidelines to be amended
 
National/Federal
LJS: Fortenberry's second TV campaign ad will be negative
AP: Fed official says states reopened too quickly
AP: US jobless claims fall below 1 million but remain high
 


OWH: Gov. Ricketts bans TikTok on State of Nebraska electronic devices
 
The State of Nebraska will block TikTok on all state electronic devices due to security concerns, Gov.
Pete Ricketts announced Wednesday.
“To maintain the security of data owned by the State of Nebraska, and to safeguard against the
intrusive cyber activities of China’s communist government, we’ve made the decision to ban TikTok on
state devices,” Ricketts said in a press release.



https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/gov-ricketts-announces-tiktok-app-ban-state-devices





The TikTok app has been blocked on state workstations and state phones, according to the Governor’s
Office.
Last week, President Donald Trump ordered a sweeping but vague ban on dealings with the Chinese
owners of popular apps TikTok and WeChat, saying they are a threat to U.S. national security, foreign
policy and the economy.
TikTok, known for its short, catchy videos, is widely popular among young people in the U.S. and
elsewhere. It is owned by the Chinese company ByteDance, which operates a separate version for the
Chinese market. TikTok insists it does not store U.S. user information in China, instead caching it in the
U.S. and Singapore, and says it would not share it with the Chinese government.
TikTok says it has 100 million U.S. users and hundreds of millions globally. According to research firm
App Annie, TikTok saw 50 million weekly active users in the U.S. during the week of July 19, the latest
available figure. That’s up 75% from the first week of the year.
By Kelsey Stewart
 


LJS: Ricketts to ban TikTok on state-owned devices
 
State-owned phones and other electronic devices will no longer be able to run the short-form video
sharing app TikTok, Gov. Pete Ricketts said Wednesday.
Owned by Chinese company ByteDance, TikTok has been accused of sharing data generated by users
with the Chinese Communist Party.
On July 31, President Donald Trump announced plans to ban the app altogether in the U.S., but later
delayed the decision for 45 days after Microsoft indicated its interest in purchasing TikTok.
Other American companies have also expressed interest in the video app, which has 100 million users in
the U.S.
Ricketts said Wednesday the Chinese government's "systematic, covert efforts to access sensitive data
from U.S. governments, companies, and individuals" led to the state's decision to ban the app on
government devices.
"As an app owned by a company based in China, TikTok is legally obligated to provide data from its users
to the country's communist regime upon request," Ricketts said.
"To maintain the security of data owned by the State of Nebraska, and to safeguard against the intrusive
cyber activities of China's communist government, we've made the decision to ban TikTok on state
devices," he added.
By Chris Dunker
 


NET: Governor Ricketts Announces TikTok Ban On State-Owned Devices
 
Governor Pete Ricketts announced today that TikTok, a popular video sharing app, will be banned from
devices owned by the state.


The move comes on the heels of national controversy around the platform. President Trump recently
said TikTok poses a national security risk to the U.S, and issued an executive order sanctioning the app's
parent company ByteDance. 
Among concerns that the app collects scores of personal data about its American users, Trump also
pointed to reports that the app censors content considered politically incendiary by the Chinese
Communist Party, "such as content concerning protests in Hong Kong and China’s treatment of Uyghurs
and other Muslim minorities."
NPR later reported TikTok will sue the Trump Administration over the order, claiming it's
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unconstitutional and not based in evidence of a security risk. Cyber security experts continue
to debate whether the app truly poses a security risk.
In a statement, Ricketts supported the executive action. “As an app owned by a company based in
China, TikTok is legally obligated to provide data from its users to the country’s communist regime upon
request," he said. He added that blocking the app on Nebraska's government devices will bolster the
cybersecurity of state offices.
According to the company's privacy policy, the app automatically collects some personal information,
"IP address, geolocation-related data, unique device identifiers, browsing and search history (including
content you have viewed in the Platform), and Cookies." Users may also allow the app to access their
phone contacts, and GPS data connected to their device.
By Christina Stella
 


AP: Ricketts bans Chinese app on state phones, citing security
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts has banned the Chinese app TikTok on state
government phones, citing security concerns.
Ricketts announced the ban Wednesday, days after President Donald Trump ordered a sweeping ban on
dealings with the app’s Chinese owners.
Ricketts said Nebraska’s ban is intended to protect the state against cyberattacks.
“The Chinese government has long engaged in systematic, covert efforts to access sensitive data from
U.S. governments, companies, and individuals,” he said in a statement. “As an app owned by a company
based in China, TikTok is legally obligated to provide data from its users to the country’s communist
regime upon request.”
 


Fox Business: TikTok banned on all state electronic devices in Nebraska, Gov. Ricketts says
 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts announced Wednesday that the state would block TikTok from all of its
electronic devices due to security concerns.
“The Chinese government has long engaged in systematic, covert efforts to access sensitive data from
U.S. governments, companies, and individuals,” the governor said in a statement. “As an app owned by
a company based in China, TikTok is legally obligated to provide data from its users to the country’s
communist regime upon request.”
TikTok has come increasingly under fire by U.S. authorities for its tracking of user data – in part by
skirting a Google Android privacy feature that farmed data from millions of mobile devices, the Wall
Street Journal reported Wednesday.
“To maintain the security of data owned by the State of Nebraska, and to safeguard against the
intrusive cyber activities of China’s communist government, we’ve made the decision to ban TikTok on
State devices,” Ricketts said.
The announcement comes less than a week after President Trump signed an executive order that would
ban TikTok from operating in the U.S. within 45 days.
“TikTok automatically gathers vast swaths of information from its users, including internet and other
network activity information such as location data and browsing and search history,” the executive
order said. “This data threatens to allow the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) access to Americans’
personal and propietrary information – potentially allowing China to track the locations of Federal
employees and contractors, build dossiers of personal information and blackmail, and conduct
corporate espionage.”
Ricketts echoed the president’s concerns, noting that other China-based companies might also be a risk.
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“President Trump has mentioned impending action on TikTok, and for good reason,” he said. “With
parent companies based in China, apps like TikTok, WeChat, and others are significant threats to the
personal data of American citizens, not to mention tools for CCP content censorship.”
Earlier this month, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo warned that TikTok users' personal information
could be going “directly to the Chinese Communist Party” and accused the Chinese government of
“running espionage operations inside the United States” targeting American lawmakers and business
leaders.
He  also has taken to Twitter to condemn Beijing for a crackdown on free speech under what he
described as a new “draconian” security law in Hong Kong and for alleged human rights abuses in
China’s Xinjiang Province targeting an estimated 1 million Uighur Muslims.
By Michael Ruiz
 


Columbus Telegram: Gov. Pete Ricketts proclaims NPPD Day during Columbus visit
Wednesday
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts stopped by NPPD headquarters to proclaim Wednesday as Nebraska Public Power
District Day.
He congratulated the Columbus-based public power utility on 50 years in business and said NPPD will be
important as Nebraska gets growing again.
“Your customer-focused attention has been particularly important during the emergencies we’ve been
experiencing. Last year, I know you all felt it here as well. We had the worst, most widespread natural
disaster in our state’s history,” Ricketts said. “Your linesmen worked tirelessly to either maintain that
power or to get it back and replaced as quickly as possible.”
This year, there’s been the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Again, NPPD stepped up to serve their customers. On March 20, (NPPD) said there will be no more
disconnections because of people’s inability to pay their utility bills,” Ricketts said. “On April 13, you said
we’re going to waive all the late fees for people who were paying their bills late, recognizing that many
of your customers have been impacted economically.”
The company resumed normal bill collection Aug. 1, along with disconnections and late charges,
according to an NPPD press release. Ricketts said the state needs to start getting back to work.
“The emergency really started back in March and since then the state has been working to recover. So
Nebraska has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the country," Ricketts said.
Nebraska was the state least impacted by the pandemic, Ricketts said, and now that the state is
recovering, it’s time to get back to a more normal life.
As the economy recovers, NPPD President and CEO Tom Kent said they want to make sure they’re able
to work with customers that weren’t able to pay their bills for a few months.
“They’ve still got those bills there,” Kent said. “It’s important for us to be able to work with them and
help them and provide them tools and resources if we can to be able to get their electric bills or energy
bills back in order and it’s going to take some time.”
Part of that is starting up the process again, he noted. NPPD works with social agencies in the state and
have a program called Pennies for Power, where donations are provided as a pool for customers to use
who can’t pay their bills, he said.
“We want to make sure that those tools are available to help those out that really need help,” Kent said.
“With the pandemic, a lot of people need help.”
Kent has been with the company for 30 years and it has “flown by.” But, he started his job as CEO in the
middle of a pandemic.
“Columbus is the City of Power and Progress,” Kent said. “If you go back and look at the history of
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Columbus with public power, it’s long and deep. Loup Power District is one of the original public power
(utilities)... and our predecessor Consumers Public Power District was based here in Columbus.”
Being part of the legacy and part of the community here is terrific, Kent noted.
Nebraska is one of 49 states with public power but Nebraska is almost entirely served by it, Ricketts
said.
“NPPD serves 86 of our 93 counties, a third of our population, and we have the 15th lowest rates in the
nation and well below the average rate in the nation,” Ricketts said. “It’s because of (NPPD’s) focus on
the customer to deliver that, is the reason you all have been successful.”
NPPD is a great organization for the entire state, Ricketts added.
“The fact that it’s headquartered here in Columbus means that you have a great resource right within
your own community that is also creating a lot of great-paying jobs,” he said.
By Carolyn Komatsoulis
 


GII: Governor announces affordable trust awards, county among them
 
YORK – Today, while in York, Gov. Ricketts announced the recipients of $10,251,498 in awards from the
Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund (NAHTF) for 2020 – which includes York County.
“To grow Nebraska, we need a strong supply of quality, affordable homes to welcome working families
to our communities,” said Gov. Ricketts. “Programs like the Rural Workforce Housing Fund and the
Affordable Housing Trust Fund provide Nebraska’s rural communities with more of the tools they need
to grow.”
The governor said there will be 26 recipients of these funds, which were selected by the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development (DED).
Established in 1996, the NAHTF is Nebraska’s largest resource for quality, affordable housing
development. The fund has helped to build or rehabilitate more than 6,500 units since its inception.
NAHTF grants can finance activities like new home construction, homebuyer down payment assistance,
or owner-occupied rehabilitation for families 120 percent or below the area median income. York
County — one of this year’s NAHTF recipients — will use its award to rehabilitate at least 18 homes,
with repairs ranging from new furnaces and siding to energy efficient, cost-saving doors and windows.
“The NAHTF offers not just the financing, but the program flexibility to help local leaders address
housing needs in their community,” said DED Director Anthony L. Goins. “It’s an opportunity that can
change the lives of a single low- to moderate-income family, or transform the appearance of an entire
neighborhood. It’s a fund we’re proud to administer as an agency, and one that has done a tremendous
amount of good in Nebraska throughout its lifespan.”
In all, this year’s NAHTF awards will help build approximately 80 new homes and rehabilitate 125 more
across the state, while helping around 76 households afford to purchase a home. The funds will also
help support seven nonprofit organizations that specialize in community housing solutions.
“This grant from the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund will be of huge benefit to York County
homeowners,” said York County Commissioners Chairman Randy Obermeier. “Our communities, like
many others across the state, contain homes that are in need of repairs, oftentimes more than the
owners can bear. The funds from this grant will help us spruce up neighborhoods throughout the
county. We would like to thank Governor Ricketts, DED, and our partners at York County Development
Center and Southeast Nebraska Development District for their assistance bringing these funds to our
area.”
York’s award is $500,000 for the local housing rehabilitation program.
Other recipients include the City of Bassett, City of Columbus, Community Action Partnership of Mid-
Nebraska, Habitat for Humanity of Omaha, High Plains Community Development Corporation, Holy







Name Housing Corporation, Housing Foundation for Sarpy County, Keith County Housing Development
Corporation, Lincoln County Community Development Corporation, Midwest Housing Development
Fund, NeighborWorks Lincoln, NeighborWorks Northeast Nebraska, New Community Development
Corporation dba NeighborWorks Home Solutions, Village of North Loup, Northern Ponca Housing
Authority, City of Norfolk, Northeast Economic Development Inc., City of Plainview, City of Sargent,
South Central Economic Development District, South of Downtown Community Development
Organization, Southeast Nebraska Affordable Housing Council, Southwest Nebraska Community
Betterment Corporation, Twin Cities Development Association and Wakefield Development
Corporation.
 


GII: Community celebrates new housing opportunities
 
YORK – Governor Pete Ricketts joined many local residents and leaders Wednesday morning in
celebrating new housing opportunities here and across the state, with a ribbon cutting event for the
new York Creekside Apartments.
He also announced that the county has received a $500,000 grant for a housing rehabilitation program
that will be available to homeowners in the smaller communities in York County.
Just a year ago, Governor Ricketts and numerous project participants turned shovels in the field east of
220 East Nobes Road for the new multi-family housing project.
Today, the project is finished and new housing options are now available as there are 48 units of varying
sizes and plenty of amenities.
This project has been in the works for some time. As explained earlier by York County Development
Corporation Executive Director Lisa Hurley, “in January, 2018, YCDC showed Cliff Mesner (Mesner
Development) and Kelby Herman (Progress Builders) several sites, along with a community tour. This
was a follow up to a conversation YCDC staff had with Cliff and Kathy in October 2017 during a
conference. When they called with an idea for a York County application to the Rural Workforce
Housing Fund for an apartment complex, we reacted and started asking for donations. The York
Community Foundation was gracious enough to let us use them as a pass-through for the donations.
Our local donors allowed us to apply to NIFA for the RWHF Matching Funds and Nebraska Department
of Economic Development (DED) in March 2018. YCDC received the NIFA award ($250,000) and
$323,000 from DED for the creation of a RWHF Revolving loan that would first fund the York Creekside
Apartment Complex. After the award, the developers analyzed several sites before deciding on the site.
“We would not be here today,” Hurley said during that earlier groundbreaking ceremony, “if not for the
following donors who allowed us to apply for the state funding: C. Naber & Associates, Central Valley
Ag, Champion Home Builders, Chance R’ Restaurant and Lounge, Community Title, Cornerstone Bank, C-
TEC AG, Nancy Dob and Dan Pedersen, EyeCare Associates, Chuck and Karen Harris, Henderson State
Bank, Heritage Realty, Jack and Jean Vincent, Kelly and Amy Kadavy, Kopcho’s Sanitation, Mead Lumber,
Midwest Bank, , Pieper’s Inc., Don and Therese Swanson, Svehla Law Offices, Jim and Jamie Ulrich,
Union Bank, York County Development Corporation, York General and York State Bank. I would also like
to thank the City of York for their assistance in identifying infrastructure locations/needs, and their
approval the project.”
Governor Ricketts was and has been a major proponent for LB518 – passed by the Nebraska Legislature
and signed by the governor in 2017 – which established the Rural Workforce Housing Investment Act
with a $7 million fund. Numerous projects, like the one in York, have been the result of that act and the
workforce development efforts across the state.
“This is a great day for York,” Governor Rickett said prior to the ribbon cutting at the apartment
complex. “We continue to fight COVID-19 and in the state of Nebraska we protected our hospital







capacity. In York County, you’ve had less than two cases a day for the past two weeks. We have to learn
to manage this situation for the long-term. We received $9 billion from the federal government for our
recovery,” which is being appropriated to businesses, farmers, municipalities, counties, etc., “and we
continue to be able to provide grants.
“Before the pandemic, the number one issue we were dealing with in the state of Nebraska was
workforce and how to make sure we have enough housing to accommodate those people who work
here,” the governor continued. “That was our biggest challenge and then we passed LB518. York
received this money, and you came together to make it work. Those dollars went to help fund this $5.2-
plus million complex. When that money is repaid, it can be cycled back in for more projects like this in
your community.”
Governor Ricketts said Nebraska has been noticed as being one of the least economically impacted
states in the nation, considering results of the pandemic, and “that means we are very resilient and we
will continue to grow. That’s why it’s so important to have projects such as this. The legislature added
another $10 million into this fund a week ago – that will be reinvested as well, on top of the original $7
million, for more projects.
“I’m excited to be here this morning, for this ribbon cutting – it shows how you are investing in the
future growth of your city,” the governor added.
After the ribbon cutting ceremony was held, the governor noted that he wanted to make an
announcement.
“This time, it is to praise the York County Commissioners,” Governor Ricketts said.
He explained the existence of the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, which exists to help with housing
programs that involve building new houses, doing housing rehabilitation, helping future homeowners
with financing, etc. The governor said $10.25 million is available for these types of programs – which are
also financed through matching funds from communities and counties.
“The York County Commissioners made a grant application for a housing rehabilitation program and we
awarded York County with $500,000 for their program,” the governor said. “Now, 18 homeowners will
use that program for rehab and upgrades to their homes and York County will put in a $50,000 match.”
York County Commissioner Chairman Randy Obermier thanked the governor and noted that back in
May, the York County Development Corporation had encouraged the county to apply for these funds.
“This type of program is familiar to York, as this has been done before in the city of York, but this time
around this program will be for eligible homeowners in the other communities in the county. They will
be able to benefit from this,” Obermier said.
By Melanie Wilkinson
 


OWH: There's a new tax break coming for military retirees in Nebraska, but not until 2022
 
LINCOLN — State senators overwhelmingly passed a new tax break for military retirees, but it won’t go
into effect until 2022.
Legislative Bill 153 was introduced at the request of Gov. Pete Ricketts. It will allow military retirees to
reduce their taxable income by an amount equal to 50% of their service-related pension.
Ricketts said that the state’s current tax break for such retirees was “clunky” and inadequate and that
LB 153 would encourage more military retirees — including those serving at Offutt Air Force Base — to
remain in Nebraska and help address the state’s labor shortage.
The bill also was portrayed as making Nebraska more competitive, tax wise, in retaining such retirees
since border states provided more generous tax breaks.
The recession caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, and the hit on state tax revenue, prompted LB 153 to
be amended so it wouldn’t go into effect until 2022, rather than 2021. The bill is projected to provide
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about $14 million in tax breaks a year.
Some think tanks, including the Omaha-based Platte Institute and Lincoln-based Open Sky Policy
Institute, expressed concern, saying that a tax cut for all taxpayers, and not just military retirees, would
be more effective in retaining retirees and helping the state’s workforce problems.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Nebraska lawmakers pass tax cut for military retirees
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Military retirees who live in Nebraska will get a tax cut starting in 2022 under a
bill slated to become state law.
Lawmakers gave the measure final approval Wednesday and sent it to Gov. Pete Ricketts, who proposed
it at the start of this year’s session. The bill would exempt half of a military retiree’s benefits from
Nebraska state taxes.
Sen. Tom Brewer, who sponsored the bill, has said the measure would help Nebraska attract and retain
military service members after they retire. Several neighboring states, including Iowa and Missouri,
don’t impose any tax on military retirement benefits and both states have managed to entice retirees
from Nebraska’s Offutt Air Force Base.
Brewer, a U.S. Army veteran from Gordon, introduced the bill last year but lawmakers ran out of time
before they were able to debate it in 2019.
Lawmakers pushed back the effective date of the tax cut so that it won’t cost anything until the fiscal
year that begins in July 2021. By 2024, it will cost about $14 million a year in lost revenue.
The legislation would affect more than 13,000 military retirees in Nebraska.
Ricketts identified the bill as one of his top legislative priorities this year, arguing that military retirees
often move on to second careers that help stimulate their local economy and generate tax revenue.
 


OWH: State teachers union tries to derail 'grand compromise,' saying it would cost schools
 
The state teacher’s union, the Nebraska State Education Association, put out a last-minute plea for
senators to defeat LB 1107, the package deal that includes some property tax relief, a new incentive
program for business and a pledge to provide matching funds for the proposed, $2.6 billion center to
respond to pandemics and disasters at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
The NSEA, which has made noise about seeking a voter referendum about the bill, said LB 1107 would
create a $3.4 billion “black hole” in the state budget over the next 11 years that will require cuts in
services, like K-12 education. It should be called “the Deceitful Deficit Plan,” an NSEA press release
stated.
Hadley Richters of the Holland Children’s Movement also lodged her objections, saying their polling
showed that things like affordable health care and fully funding K-12 schools rank as bigger concerns
than property taxes. Helping stressed families, she said, is more important than corporate giveaways.
“LB 1107 is not only fiscally irresponsible but morally indefensible,” Richters said.
The package, dubbed a “grand compromise,” also was criticized for not being the subject of a public
hearing, which is a requirement for every bill introduced in the Nebraska Legislature. Supporters of the
bill have said that all the elements of the deal were subjects of public hearings.
LB 1107 seems almost certain to pass on Thursday. Forty-one out of 49 senators voted for it during
second-round debate on Tuesday and Gov. Pete Ricketts has signaled that he will sign it into law.
Departing senators
Six state senators will be serving their last day on the legislative floor on Thursday, all six because of
term limits.
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On Wednesday, their colleagues provided some tributes, and gentle jabs, for State Sens. Kate Bolz of
Lincoln; Sue Crawford of Bellevue; Ernie Chambers, Sara Howard and Rick Kolowski, all of Omaha; and
Jim Scheer — the speaker of the Legislature — of Norfolk.
Bolz, a Democrat now running for Congress in Nebraska’s 1st District, was feted as a tireless advocate
for “people in need,” while Crawford was remembered for her comprehensive research of issues.
Chambers — who set records for his 46 years in the Legislature and for being term-limited out of office
twice — was remembered as a fiery agitator and the unquestioned master of the rules, as well as for his
trademark outfit of short-sleeved sweatshirts and jeans.
“He was originally going to be a doctor, which I’m sure some of you wish he had,” said Lincoln Sen. Patty
Pansing Brooks.
Howard educated the Legislature about the horrors of addiction, and worked to improve the state’s
response to the issue in honor of her older sister, Carrie, who died of an overdose.
Kolowski, a former Millard West High School principal, was feted for his dedication to public service and
for encouraging younger senators to “hang in there, man.”
Scheer put family at the center of his life, but used his political service to honor the widowed mother
who raised him. He was “firm and fair” as speaker, said Lincoln Sen. Mike Hilgers.
Departing senators, as is the custom, are afforded a chance to rebut the jabs and provide final words at
the end of the session’s last day. Chambers, who avoids such legislative traditions, will most likely not be
among them.
Sweatshirt tribute
Elmwood Sen. Robert Clements, a conservative Republican, and Chambers, who is registered
independent but often votes liberal, are at the opposite ends of the political spectrum.
But on Wednesday, the typically suit-and-tie clad Clements donned a short-sleeved sweatshirt to honor
his colleague, who sits only a few feet away in the legislative chamber.
COVID-19 cases in Cabinet
Gov. Ricketts earlier this week said that three of his Cabinet members had tested positive for COVID-19.
He declined to name them.
Ricketts also recently acknowledged that he’d been tested for COVID-19 three times, all by
TestNebraska, which he launched after signing a $27 million, no-bid contract with a group of Utah
companies.
His results were all negative, the governor said. One test was as a precaution before a visit with other
family members, he said.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Got questions about Omaha's new mask mandate? We've got answers
 
Wednesday was Omaha’s first full day requiring masks in indoor settings, and people had questions.
Do I have to wear a mask in church? How about outdoors? Can I chow down on a burger or savor a beer
without yanking a mask on and off?
For the next month, Omaha residents will be asked to do their part to drive down transmission of the
coronavirus by wearing masks indoors in many public places.
But the rules depend on the setting and whether or not people can keep their distance.
The Omaha City Council voted unanimously Tuesday to approve an emergency ordinance requiring
more mask-wearing, after hours of testimony split among those who pleaded for a mask mandate to
curb COVID-19 and those who downplayed the threat of the virus or said wearing a mask should be a
matter of personal preference.
The ordinance went into effect immediately, and the council posted a sign on its website that
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businesses and other establishments should post to let people know that masks are required for entry.
One notable exception: Masks are not required in any setting where people can maintain 6 feet of
distance from anyone who does not reside in their household.
While you may be fined $25 for violating the mask ordinance, city officials said they want to focus on
educating individuals and businesses on the new rules and to whom they apply.
Learn more about where you have to wear a mask, who is exempt and how the mask mandate will be
enforced.
How long will the mask mandate last?
The emergency ordinance is set to expire in one month, on Sept. 15. The council at that time could
reassess and decide to extend the requirement depending on the level of community spread of the
coronavirus. Another mask ordinance — without the amendments that passed Tuesday — had its first
reading this week and is making its way through the normal five-week approval process. It could go into
effect in mid-September and will require only four votes to pass.
While the emergency ordinance is in effect, the council has asked Douglas County Health Director Adi
Pour to give it and Mayor Jean Stothert a weekly report on coronavirus case numbers, trends and
hospitalization rates.
Do I have to wear a mask when I’m outside?
No, the ordinance applies only to indoor settings open to the general public. You don’t have to wear a
mask when you run around Zorinsky Lake, walk your dog or go inside private residences.
What if people can spread out? Do I still have to wear a mask in church, school or at the grocery store?
If people can stay at least 6 feet apart from someone who’s not from their family or household, they
don’t have to wear a mask indoors under the ordinance. Council member Aimee Melton said it was
important to her to include that in the ordinance so students at school can occasionally take a break
from wearing a mask, provided it’s safe.
Use your common sense, city officials said. If you can’t stay 6 feet from other customers at the
hardware store the whole time, wear the mask. And some stores and establishments may require masks
to stay on the whole time.
Does my child have to wear a mask?
The ordinance applies to adults and kids who are 5 and older — no babies or toddlers.
The ordinance notes that kids who are 3 or 4 can wear a mask, if they can take it off themselves, but the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says children 2 and under should not wear face masks
because of the risk of suffocation.
What if I refuse to wear a mask?
Individuals or businesses that don’t comply with the ordinance can face a $25 ticket — it’s not a felony
or misdemeanor charge and won’t trigger an arrest.
Officials with the Omaha Police Department didn’t respond to questions about how officers will enforce
the mask requirement, but one city attorney said people shouldn’t tie up 911 with mask complaints.
Who is exempt?
People exempt from mask-wearing include those:


·         Seeking government services.
·         Seated at a bar or restaurant to eat or drink.
·         Who have a job that prevents mask-wearing.
·         Who can’t wear a mask because of a medical or mental condition or disability.
·         Who are exercising in a gym.
·         Who are speaking before an audience but are at least 6 feet away.


Will businesses and other places open to the public be responsible for enforcing mask-wearing of
customers or patrons?







Yes, with some exceptions, including the ones stated above. The ordinance requires at least one sign to
be posted telling people they have to wear masks inside. Businesses and individuals can be cited for
violations, though city officials said repeat offenders will likely be the biggest priority.
What’s considered a public place?
The ordinance covers indoor places that are generally open to the public, including: public, private or
nonprofit workplaces; schools; child care centers; places of worship; private clubs; commercial or
business establishments; and public transportation, including buses, taxis and ride-share vehicles under
apps like Uber or Lyft.
What public places or other situations are exempt from mask-wearing?
Courts; group living arrangements; medical offices or pharmacies; drug or mental health treatment
centers; local, state and federal government offices; airport travel; polling places; people who may be
communicating with people who are deaf or hard of hearing, as long as social distancing can be
followed; people who are swimming or showering and may get a mask wet; first responders if it would
interfere with their jobs; and people who are alone in a room or office with walls or barriers that are
higher than face level, among others.
During the workday, people with plastic barriers around their cubicles wouldn’t have to wear masks at
their desks.
What kind of face covering is required?
Any paper, disposable or cloth face mask, bandanna, scarf or neck covering. Masks with vents that allow
exhalations, mesh or other holes are not good enough.
What does Stothert think?
The City Charter doesn’t allow the mayor to veto an emergency ordinance approved by at least six of
the seven council members.
Last Friday, Stothert said she would back the mask mandate if the council voted for it.
“I have consistently expressed my strong opinion that wearing a mask will help reduce the risk of
COVID-19 exposure and infection,” she said in a statement. “If the City Council approves the new city
ordinance to temporarily require masks, I will support it.”
What about Gov. Pete Ricketts? He hasn’t been in favor of government mandates for masks.
Ricketts has said he encourages people to wear masks as one way to protect themselves and others
from the coronavirus. But he’s previously called mask requirements, like the one instituted in Lincoln
last month, a heavy-handed example of government overreach.
He and Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson didn’t believe Douglas County Health Director Adi
Pour had the legal authority to implement one herself.
Omaha seems to have won this round: A spokesman for Ricketts said Wednesday: “We have no plans to
challenge the City Council’s ordinance.”
Suzanne Gage, a spokeswoman for the attorney general, said previous conversations revolved around
whether Omaha and Douglas County had the ability to establish a public health mandate without state
approval.
“The emergency mask ordinance recently passed by Omaha does not fall under these state public
health laws, and thus, the Attorney General offered no input,” Gage wrote in an email.
One speaker at Tuesday’s public hearing threatened that residents might file suit against the city.
“We feel strongly in the legality of this ordinance and our ability to defend and enforce it,” said Ryan
Wiesen, an assistant city attorney.
I’m uncomfortable wearing a mask. Can I cite the Americans With Disabilities Act and not wear one?
Experts on the ADA law, passed by Congress in 1990, say no.
Fraudulent cards and documents bearing the seal of the U.S. Department of Justice began circulating
earlier this summer, claiming an exemption from wearing face masks under the federal disability law.
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The department has said that information was inaccurate.
“The ADA does not provide a blanket exemption to people with disabilities from complying with
legitimate safety requirements necessary for safe operations,” the Justice Department said in June.
Last week, Councilwoman Melton said in an interview on KFAB that anyone who feels anxiety about
wearing a mask — including anxiety about being required to do so — could cite the ADA and refuse to
wear one.
“No one can require you to prove you have anxiety,” Melton said during the interview. “You don’t have
to have a doctor’s diagnosis; you don’t have to have any of that. So by the way, all of you anti-mask-
wearers: If you can’t wear a mask because maybe it makes you not be able to breathe, maybe you feel
that if your rights are being violated it gives you some form of anxiety, well, under the ADA, no one can
force you to wear the mask.”
But Melton on Tuesday walked back those statements in an interview with The World-Herald, saying
her comments were made in jest.
“It was a Friday afternoon, and I thought it was a little cute,” Melton said.
“I stand by that if you have a physical or mental condition that keeps you from wearing a mask, that is
exempted under the current ordinance,” she said. But Melton, a family law attorney, said she doesn’t
recommend that anyone use her comments as a legal argument against mask-wearing.
Steve Doig, a professor of journalism at Arizona State University whose areas of expertise include the
ADA, told The World-Herald that the ADA “doesn’t give a blanket exemption to people to wear and do
whatever they want.”
Marilyn Golden, a senior policy analyst at the Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund, said in an
interview that the ADA allows businesses to impose policies that protect people from legitimate safety
concerns, such as requiring masks during a viral pandemic in which people may be unknowingly
spreading or contracting disease.
Businesses can refuse service to anyone not wearing a mask as long as they provide reasonable
modifications, such as curbside pickup.
“If you can wear a mask, you have to,” Golden said. “Your disability situation needs to be such that you
literally can’t wear a mask — not just that you don’t like it.”
By Erin Duffy and Reece Ristau
 


LJS: Several Nebraska counties see big uptick in COVID-19 cases recently
 
Several counties that initially seemed to have success battling COVID-19 are now seeing large case
surges. And it appears that much of the increase can be attributed to gatherings.
Sarpy County, which only has about 60% of the population of Lancaster County, now has more cases
over the past 14 days.
The county just south of Douglas County has seen about half of its total cases since the start of July,
including about 600 in just the past 2½ weeks, many of them tied to large groups of people getting
together.
"These last two to three weeks, we have seen a number of cases that are tied to large family gatherings
(i.e., vacations, parties) as well as gatherings that are associated with youth athletics — teams getting
together for practices, tournaments and camps," said Sarah Schram, director of the Sarpy/Cass Health
Department.
Gatherings also have been implicated in a surge in cases in Seward County.
The county next to Lancaster County, which is officially part of Lincoln's metropolitan area, has seen 59
cases in the past two weeks, including a COVID-19-related death —  its second — announced
Wednesday. In the four months previous to that, it had 70 total.







Laura McDougall, director of the Four Corners Health Department, said many of the recent cases can be
linked to a couple of "clusters."
"Both situations involved celebratory parties which involved family and friends," McDougall said. "In
each situation, there have been multiple people testing positive, and their close contacts have been in
quarantine."
She said there have been a few other "sporadic" cases not linked to those gatherings.
Buffalo County, which in the early months of the pandemic had one of the lowest case counts among
the state's largest counties, now has one of the highest. The central Nebraska county, which is home to
Kearney, has 150 cases over the past two weeks, an average of more than 10 a day. More than one-
third of the county's total cases have now occurred in the past 14 days.
Among recent outbreaks Kearney has seen are one among players and staff on the University of
Nebraska at Kearney's sports teams and another among employees at the city's Target store.
Jeremy Eschliman, health director of the Two Rivers Public Health Department, said the uptick in cases
was likely because of family gatherings and other social events, including those that took place around
the Fourth of July.
Because of an uptick in hospitalized patients with COVID-19, Kearney Regional Medical Center, one of
the city's two hospitals, reinstituted restrictions on most visitors starting Tuesday.
The department, which covers Buffalo and six other central Nebraska counties, said that as of Monday,
the number of people hospitalized for COVID-19 had doubled from a week earlier.
Lincoln County, home to North Platte, also did well in the early months of the pandemic, with fewer
than 100 cases from March through the final week of July. But it now has recorded close to 80 in the
past two weeks, according to the West Central District Health Department, two dozen of those linked to
an outbreak among cast members in a musical being performed by the North Platte Community
Playhouse.
"The most important message that we have for our community right now is to practice social distancing
and wear face coverings," the department said in a Facebook post over the weekend.
Some smaller counties have seen outbreaks that include small numbers of cases but huge percentage
increases.
Nemaha County, for example, has recorded 20 cases in the past 14 days. In the previous 4½ months, it
had 19 cases. Burt County has logged 24 cases in the past two weeks, after having only 17 total before
that. Kearney County has seen 39 of its 62 total cases in the past 14 days.
At the other end of the spectrum, some smaller counties that saw huge early outbreaks linked to
meatpacking plants have seen their case numbers drop sharply. Colfax County has had only 14 cases
over the past 14 days and Saline County 23. Dakota County, which has had more than 1,900 cases
overall, many linked to the Tyson meatpacking plant in Dakota City, has recorded only 39 cases over the
past two weeks.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 29,244 cases and 356 deaths
statewide as of Wednesday night.
Even in areas that aren't seeing COVID-19 spikes, large gatherings are still responsible for the bulk of
cases that are still occurring.
The East-Central District Health Department, which includes Boone, Colfax, Nance and Platte counties,
said in a news release Monday that many of the district's cases were coming from "birthday parties,
weddings and funerals where people did not wear masks or practice social distancing."
Though cases statewide fell slightly last week, they were still up about 70% from a month ago, according
to data from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
Cliff Robertson, CEO of CHI Health, said in a weekly update Wednesday that Nebraska's RT number,
which measures the state's infection rate, is at 1.02 this week. Any value above 1 means infection rates







are growing, he said.
Robertson said CHI Health, which has hospitals throughout the state, including in Lincoln, has seen its
number of hospitalized COVID-19 patients grow to 76 this week, up 20 from last week, while the
number of patients in intensive care is up 11 to 33 this week.
By Matt Olberding
 


Sandhills Express: Increase in COVID Cases for LBPHD; Director Cone Says it Has Been
Manageable
 
BURWELL—Between Friday, August 7 and Tuesday, August 11 the Loup Basin Public Health Department
(LBPHD) reported seven new COVID-19 cases in the district. The new cases are in Custer (4), Sherman
(1) and Garfield (2) counties.
The LBPHD said two of the Custer County cases are determined to be from direct contact with a positive
case, two were deemed community spread, according to the LBPHD Facebook page. The Sherman and
Garfield county cases were also determined to be from direct contact with a positive case. All close
contacts have been identified and asked to quarantine.
Director of the Loup Basin Public Health Department Charles “Chuck” Cone spoke with KCNI/KBBN and
confirmed the Garfield County cases were in Burwell. He said the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in
Burwell has been outspoken regarding the exposure to the coronavirus and therefore Cone could
confirm the information. (Cone said ordinarily those specific details are often restricted due to HIPAA
laws.)
According to a Facebook post and confirmed by Father Scott Harter, Sacred Heart Catholic Church in
Burwell has suspended all services until at least August 26 after a child and parent, who were in
attendance at the First Communion Mass at 8:30 a.m. on August 9 tested positive for COVID-19.
LBPHD is recommending that anyone who was in attendance during the First Communion Mass begin a
14-day self-quarantine immediately.
Father Harter also serves Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Ord which will not have weekday mass,
but will have weekend mass which will be covered by a visiting priest. LBPHD Director Cone told
KCNI/KBBN due to the three-to-five-day incubation period for COVID-19, Father Harter would not have
been contagious on August 9 and parishioners in Ord do not have to worry about being exposed in this
particular instance.
“Those people are not in any danger but after 3-14 days then he (Father Harter) could be contagious
but not at that time so there’s nothing for those people (in Ord) to worry about at this time due to
that,” Cone told KCNI/KBBN.
Regarding state Directed Health Measures (DHMs) for COVID-19, Chuck Cone said the Loup Basin
district has been the first within the state to move forward to each new phase. He said the purpose of
the DHMs was to not overwhelm the health care systems and Cone said he has felt comfortable moving
forward into each subsequent stage.
“We were the first health department district in Nebraska that did move to Phase 4 and one of the
reasons is because we don’t have that many cases here. We have a few but really, relatively speaking,
we don’t have that many. If we’re going to wait for the number of COVID cases to get down to zero that
could be a very long time. You have to take a calculated risk at some time. We felt that it was worth it.
We didn’t have that many cases, it’s manageable–that’s the main thing,” Cone told KCNI/KBBN.
LBPHD Director Chuck Cone continued, “But the number one reason we went into the Directed Health
Measures to begin with was so we didn’t overwhelm the health care systems and the intubators and all
that is in fine shape. In fact, it’s as good as shape now in the state of Nebraska as it was when the whole
thing started. And so we’ve kind of shifted our eye a little bit away from the original reason and we’ve
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been staying in these phases just to try to help keep the numbers of COVID-19 down but as long as
COVID-19 cases aren’t causing a problem with the hospitals, I see no reason not to move forward into
the next stage and lighten up the directed health measures.”
Cone also said he will be traveling to Lincoln on Friday at the request of Governor Pete Ricketts to
represent Nebraska’s local health departments during a Midwest tour with White House Coronavirus
Response Coordinator Deborah L. Birx, M.D.
 


LJS: Lancaster County reports 23 new COVID-19 cases, no new deaths
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department confirmed 23 new cases of the coronavirus
Wednesday but reported no new COVID-19 deaths.
With the new cases, the total number of residents who have contracted the coronavirus during the
pandemic increased to 3,384, the Health Department reported. 
The local death toll remained at 19, including a man in his 70s and a woman in her 80s whose deaths
were reported Tuesday. 
Lincoln hospitals Wednesday cared for 17 people with COVID-19, including seven Lancaster County
residents. Three patients needed ventilators, according to the Health Department. 
The Health Department reported 24 new cases Tuesday, and with 83 cases confirmed this week, the
county remained on pace to have its third straight week of declining new cases. 
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird and interim Health Director Pat Lopez have attributed declining new
cases since late July to the county's mask mandate.
By Riley Johnson
 


OWH: Positive cases of COVID-19 reported in Ralston, Millard elementary schools
 
Days after opening, the Millard and Ralston school districts have reported positive cases of COVID-19.
Two positive coronavirus cases were reported at Reagan Elementary School in the Millard school
district. Those with direct contact with the two individuals were directed to quarantine in accordance
with Douglas County Health Department guidelines. The school was to be cleaned and sanitized
Wednesday evening, the district said in a statement.
Millard began its school year on Monday, with a quarter of its students attending each day. The district
is aiming to bring back all students who have chosen in-person learning by Monday,
though Superintendent Jim Sutfin said he could decide later this week to divide high school students
into two groups that would attend classes in person every other day.
The Ralston Public Schools also alerted families to a confirmed case of COVID-19 in one of the district’s
elementary schools.
Blumfield Elementary School Principal Casey Knight wrote in a letter to parents Wednesday that an
individual involved with the prekindergarten classroom has been diagnosed with COVID-19. The person
was not a student.
The Ralston Public Schools reopened to students Tuesday with slightly less than half of students in
attendance. The district is in the yellow level of its reopening plan, which means students will attend
school part of the time and have independent learning from home part of the time.
Ralston students are divided into two groups attending school on alternate days.
Knight said that person was only in attendance for one of the days, and the district has been in
communication with families considered to have close contact with the person.
“The Douglas County Health Department defines close contact as someone within six feet of an infected
person for at least 15 minutes or longer,” Knight wrote. “These individuals who had close contact are at
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a high-risk for exposure and are being asked to self-quarantine.”
Because of privacy laws, Knight said more details could not be shared. The classroom is being deep-
cleaned.
By Emily Nitcher
 


Seward Co Independent: COVID outbreak hits Seward County
 
Two major outbreaks stemming from parties and celebrations have been responsible for Seward
County's recent surge in confirmed cases of the novel coronavirus.
At an Aug. 6 briefing, Four Corners Health District personnel and various institutions throughout Seward
County recapped the last two weeks in public health. During that two weeks, 66 new confirmed cases of
coronavirus emerged in Seward County, a number that surpassed the county's total since the pandemic
began over three months ago.
In the last full week of data (July 27-Aug. 1), Seward County saw a 8.41% positivity rate, nearly doubling
the 4.83% rate from the week before and well over the average of 3.98%.
Four Corners Health Department Executive Director Laura McDougall also explained that, as of data
available on Aug. 6, 46 people were still sick with coronavirus in Seward County. That surpassed the
other counties in the health district (York 18, Butler 7, Polk 6). As of the briefing, six people in the
district were hospitalized with complications due to COVID-19. McDougall said Seward County had two
of those hospitalizations, one person in their 40s and another she described as only in their 30s.
McDougall then confirmed the two recent outbreaks in Seward County, including one that had resulted
in 14 cases in one day (and eight the following day for a two-day total of 22), came from a celebration
that involved someone in their 20s and their family members. McDougall also said one of the recent
confirmed cases out of York County included “school-aged kids,” so the health department has
informed area schools that could be impacted by current confirmed cases.
“We expect that number will go up once school reopens,” McDougall said.
Because of those recent outbreaks and the rising number of cases inside Seward County, Four Corners
Health District officials moved its risk gauge up to 1.75, which is the highest it has been but still shy of
the threshold into orange (2.00). McDougall stated in the briefing that, considering the latest data she
received that morning, she expected the dial to drift near orange.
Four Corners Health District received a new shipment of personal protective equipment for hospitals,
primary care facilities and elder care facilities among others, but not for schools. The State of Nebraska
restricted PPE to schools, as well as non-profits, at least for the time being.
Memorial Health Care Systems Chairman Roger Reamers announced that the hospital would emphasize
in-house rapid testing, offering quicker test results than alternative outlets. He stressed the importance
of quick results.
“We want to make sure we're ready to help in the next few weeks,” Reamers said.
Tests can also be conducted in the two-hour window Test Nebraska makes available every Friday.
Graduation ceremonies held in Seward Aug. 1 passed with no noticeable disruptions. Dr. Josh Fields,
Seward Public Schools superintendent, said the latest plans for Seward Public Schools were shared with
parents on Aug. 5. Concordia University interim President Dr. Russell Sommerfeld said Concordia's plan
to reopen now requires face coverings indoors and outdoors where maintaining a six-foot distance is
impossible.
Seward City Administrator Greg Butcher and Utica Board of Trustees member Sharon Powell joined the
conference to compliment their respective pool staffs, which both drew their seasons to a close without
outbreak or incidents. Senior care facilities at both towns remain closed.
In the business sector, Seward County Chamber and Development Partnership President Jonathan Jank







brought up the recent status in unemployment. As of mid-July, federal law required those who lost their
jobs due to COVID-19 to seek employment in order to obtain unemployment insurance. Jank invited
Bryan Seck of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce to speak about Seward County's rise in
unemployment, which stands at 6.5% – double its total this time last year.
Seck listed one person he works with in Lincoln as a single mother of three. During full employment pre-
coronavirus she made $1,664 per month, which left $4 for savings after expenditures, according to
Seck's presentation. While receiving unemployment insurance during the coronavirus, she received
$3,232 per month and saw more of her children. Since those benefits no longer applied to her she's
received $832 per month, which has pushed her and her children to the point of eviction, Seck said.
Jank said he wanted to share stories of real people in order to best convey the importance of being
progressive and urgent when dealing with unemployment.
By Brady Oltmans
 


Scottsbluff SH: The word is spreading: Prevent the spread of COVID-19
 
Local schools and events have been spreading the word: Wear a mask to help curb the spread of the
coronavirus.
During Wednesday’s Panhandle Public Health District’s daily briefing, Panhandle Public Health Director
Kim Engel gave a shout out to the Scottsbluff Public Schools for a video of the Scottsbluff mascot — or
“Mask-ot” according to a video posted on the Scottsbluff Public School’s website — promoting tips to
help children wear a mask.
The fun video shared some tips for helping children get ready for wearing a mask as many schools will
require masks, at least in situations where social distancing is not possible, when school starts this week
and next. PPHD officials also shared tips available on the PPHD website including answering questions
and sharing facts with children from credible sources about COVID-19 in a way that children can
understand and reassuring children that they are safe.
PPHD also shared a video, which has been circulating on social media on simple steps to protect you
and your friends from the spread of the coronavirus. The Nebraska Children and Families Foundation
worked with various partners to put together the PSA, which is targeted at encouraging teens and
young adults to wear masks. The video is available at the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services Facebook page and on YouTube. 
Engel also shared a fun photo from the Monument Marathon committee, which is available on its
Facebook page, encouraging runners and volunteers to wear masks at the event coming up in
September. Race Director Jennifer Reisig has told the Star-Herald that all runners will be provided a
gaiter-style mask.
“They will be wearing masks and we have lots of visitors coming into the area,” Engel said, also noting
that this week is the Old West Balloon Fest and encouraging people to wear masks and social distance.
Engel and Scotts Bluff County Public Health Director Paulette Schnell said that gatherings are the most
common ways that the spread of the coronavirus is occurring. Schnell said that community spread cases
continue to increase, which means that officials are unable to determine exactly where a person may
have contracted the virus as they are unable to identify a specific person who they may have had
contact with. To date, 136 of 479 cases reported since March 2 are community spread cases in the
Panhandle.
“It’s a good reason to take all those precautions when you are out and about,” Schnell said of the
increase in community spread cases.
Testing in the area that is done through TestNebraska is continuing to average about four days before
results are received, Schnell said. TestNebraska testing is available at Regional West Medical Center in







Scottsbluff, Chadron Community Hospital, Gordon Memorial Hospital, Box Butte General Hospital and
Sidney Regional West Medical Center. Sign up is available at testnebraska.com.
Earlier this week, Engel said that hospitals that are providing TestNebraska testing do receive supplies
and materials for testing from the private company, which has contracted with the State of Nebraska to
increase testing.
Testing is also available at Community Action Partnership in Gering and Morrill County Community
Hospital. People can also get testing through their local hospital or clinic, but testing may be limited.
During Wednesday’s call, 10 new cases were reported in the Panhandle. Nine of the cases involved
adults. Community spread cases reported were: 3, Dawes County; 2, Scotts Bluff County; 1, Sheridan
County. Close contact cases were: 2, Scotts Bluff County; 1, Morrill County. In Scotts Bluff County, one
child under the age of 19 was reported to have contracted the virus from a close contact.
There are currently 56 active cases with one person hospitalized. To date, 417 people have recovered.
By Maunette Loeks
 


Holt Co Independent: Health Department Gives Carnival The Go Ahead
 
A carnival in a pandemic? Yes you heard that right. Mac's Carnival will be in O'Neill Thursday through
Saturday, Aug. 13 -15 at Carney Park in O'Neill. Mac's Carnival and Attractions is based out of Woon
Socket, SD. Rides, games and food for all ages.
Most people have already lost their mind after a summer that has been nothing but shutdowns from
fairs to local celebrations and the rodeo's and attractions that go with these events. Social media went
wild when it was announced that Mac's carnival was coming to town.
The City of O'Neill was approached by the carnival owners to see if they could set up at Carney Park. The
city granted the carnival a permit to set up as the Health District is in Phase IV. Mac's Carnival then
applied for permission from the health department submitting a plan for compliance adhereing to
Phase IV and it was granted on Tuesday morning by the NCDHD Director. The carnival said they will take
extra measures to comply with health measures to be able to operate. All rides will be sanitized daily
before opening and also sanitized throughout the hours of operation. All operators are required to wear
masks. They also have put sanitation stations at every ride and throughout the carnival. The rides that
are in close contact have closed every other seat to maintain social distancing standards. The city
bathrooms at the park remain closed.
People need to remember that Summerfest and the Holt County Fair did not fall in the confines of
Phase IV health department measures. Although the fair which ran last week was in Phase IV there was
no way to book a carnival when setting up the fair to know if we would transition into Phase IV.
Phase IV states all locations/venues that have a capacity of 500 or more individuals will be required to
submit a reopening plan for approval to their local health department. Per the directed health measures
put into place by the state of Nebraska, effective Aug. 1st, large events and gatherings can take place
under the following conditions: indoor gatherings will be limited to 75 percent of rated occupancy.
Outdoor gatherings 100 percent of rated occupancy. Gatherings include but are not limited to indoor or
outdoor arenas, indoor or outdoor auctions, stadiums, tracks, fairgrounds, festivals, zoos, auditoriums,
large event conference rooms, meeting halls, indoor theaters, libraries, swimming pools or any other
confined indoor or outdoor space. Six feet separation between groups remains in guidance.
Plans for reopening or expanding to new capacity limits must be submitted to the local health
departments and approved for all indoor and outdoor locations/venues that hold 500 or more
individuals (1,000 or more in counties over 500,000 population) before reopening is permitted. The
reopening plan must contain planned number of guests, how the location will meet social distancing
guidelines and sanitation guidelines.
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These measures are effective through 11:59 p.m., Aug. 31, 2020; unless renewed, extended or
terminated by subsequent order, all persons in Cherry, Keya Paha, Brown, Rock, Boyd, Holt, Knox,
Antelope and Pierce counties are ordered to comply.
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Kearney Hub: Add masks to your back-to-school supply list
 
KEARNEY — Along with paper, pencils and notebooks, make sure your child has a mask to wear back to
school.
“It’s a proven fact — masks help reduce transmission of COVID-19,” said Von Lutz, health educator and
special events coordinator at Two Rivers Public Health Department.
“Masks are for the other person’s safety. It can’t stop the virus, but it can help with transmission. If
someone coughs or spits, how far are droplets going to go? Wearing a mask is a great way to block it,”
he said. “My wearing a mask protects you, and you wearing a mask protects me.”
Lutz said reaction to the wearing of masks is mixed.
“Some people don’t believe masks help, but it’s a proven fact: They help to reduce transmission,” he
said.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services agrees.
“Limiting the potential for COVID-19 spread is essential as students head back to school. Local health
departments and others ask Nebraskans to wear masks, along with taking other preventative actions,”
according to DHHS.
The kind of mask is important, too. A new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends
avoiding masks with an exhalation valve or vent, which allow respiratory droplets to be expelled.
Cases of COVID-19 are rising in Buffalo and Kearney counties. On Monday, 31 new cases were reported
on the seven-county Two Rivers area, which includes Buffalo, Kearney, Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, Harlan
and Phelps counties.
Students also should practice other safety measures when they return to school, such as frequent
handwashing, keeping social distance where possible and staying home if they have been sick or
exposed to COVID-19.
Anyone who has been exposed or has symptoms can sign up, in both English and Spanish, for free tests
at TestNebraska.com or TestNebraska.com/es for Spanish.
People who have participated in any group activity where masks were not worn and social distancing
did not occur are encouraged to get a COVID-19 test.
Lutz said the new weekly TestNebaska sites in this region have been well-received. He said 71 people
had signed up to be tested today in Minden. Tests were held Monday in Kearney and were to take place
this morning and again Friday. Tests begin Thursday in Holdrege and Alma.
“We’ve had a great response and an excellent turnout rate,” he said.
TestNebraska did more than 55,000 tests in July, nearly double the number it did in June. It continues to
expand its daily COVID-19 lab capacity.
To be tested, people first must register online at TestNebraska.com. They will be given a code and a test
date and time. People will not be tested without a reservation.
Weekly sites and times include:
n Kearney: 8-11 a.m. Wednesdays at the Buffalo County Fairgrounds at 3807 N Ave., and 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Mondays and Fridays at 3320 A Ave., behind CHI Health Good Samaritan.
-n Alma: 9:30-10:30 a.m. Thursdays at 717 N. Brown St.
- Franklin: 9 a.m.-noon Wednesdays at 1406 Q St.
- Gothenburg: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Fridays at YMCA/Gothenburg Health at 910 20th St.
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- Holdrege: 8-10 a.m. Thursdays at Phelps County fairgrounds
- Lexington: 7-11 a.m. Wednesdays at 1600 W. 13th St.
- Minden: 9-11 a.m. Tuesdays at Kearney County Fairgrounds.
By Mary Jane Skala
 


LJS: Senators approve LGBTQ resolution and celebrate the summer's Supreme Court
decision
 
First, state senators voted on a resolution that affirmed a June U.S. Supreme Court ruling that an
employer who fires a person for being gay or transgender violates the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Thirteen senators then attended a rally on the Capitol steps where about 50 people gathered to
celebrate the progress in making Nebraska a more welcoming state for the LGBTQ+ community.
Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks, who sponsored a bill (LB627) last year to end discrimination against
gay and transgender workers, saw a majority of senators —  28 — approve her resolution (LR466)
Wednesday morning. If she had tried to pass the bill, it probably would have been filibustered and
would have needed 33 yes votes to break that filibuster and get it to a vote. 
But the landmark Supreme Court decision fully covered her bill, and more, she said. It would be good to
harmonize Nebraska law with that decision, but she brought the resolution, instead, because of time
constraints in the 2020 session. 
"Current and prospective employers are paying attention to what we are doing," she told her fellow
senators. "Future workers are paying attention and looking for places to bring their talents."
Sen. Robert Clements of Elmwood rose to say he was not in full agreement with the resolution. 
Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch, writing for the majority in the decision, said, "An employer who
fires an individual for being homosexual or transgender fires that person for traits or actions it would
not have questioned in members of a different sex. Sex plays a necessary and undisguisable role in the
decision, exactly what Title VII forbids."
Clements said that distorted the original meaning of the 1964 law, which was really just dealing with
males and females. 
He also highlighted Gorsuch's statement that "it is impossible to discriminate against a person for being
homosexual or transgender without discriminating against that individual based on sex."
Clements said that is not true, in his opinion, and the Legislature should not affirm the Supreme Court's
6-3 decision. 
His concern is that it may conflict with the Nebraska Constitution section on religious freedom: "All
persons have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their
own consciences."
It's the duty of the Legislature to pass suitable laws to protect every religious denomination, and it
would be appropriate to include that language in the resolution, Clements said. 
Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil also had "deep reservations" about supporting the resolution. The
Supreme Court's Bostock v. Clayton County, Georgia, decision had major implications against religious
institutions and faith-based organizations, he said. 
Employees could use the decision to seek coverage under group health plans for certain procedures
that traditionally have been excluded from coverage, such as gender reassignment surgery, Murman
said. And that could violate protections under Title VII. 
But Pansing Brooks said there are protections already under the 2012 Hosanna-Tabor v. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission decision, "so that religious people can continue to discriminate
against LGBT if they choose."
"But this case speaks strongly about the fact that these are Americans and citizens and Nebraskans, and







we will support them and be kind to them and welcome them, and it is what we must do as a kind and
civil society," she said. 
Senators voted 28-8 to approve the resolution. 
In addition to senators, representatives of several chambers of commerce attended the rally after the
Legislature adjourned for the day, including Bryan Slone, president of the Nebraska Chamber of
Commerce. 
"As the state comes out of the pandemic, and it will," Slone said, "there is a tremendous opportunity to
attract people and businesses to this state and talent that's going to make a game-changing difference
in our state."
But they will only come if Nebraska continues to be the most welcoming state in the country.
"Equality before the law is not only a slogan, but continues to be who we are," he said. 
Kaylie Hogan-Schnittker, from the Lincoln Chamber's Young Professionals Group, said now is the time
for the Legislature to send a strong message to employers and workers that Nebraska is committed to
being a welcoming and inclusive state for all. 
"Let us show our fellow states that we are committed to celebrating diversity and embracing people as
their most authentic selves," she said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers vote to affirm U.S. Supreme Court's LGBTQ discrimination ruling
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers voted Wednesday to back a U.S. Supreme Court decision banning job
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.
The high court ruled on June 15 that firing someone for being gay or transgender violates federal laws
prohibiting employment discrimination on the basis of sex. Justice Neil Gorsuch, who was appointed by
President Trump, wrote the majority opinion.
Legislative Resolution 466, introduced by State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln and co-sponsored
by 28 colleagues, put the Legislature on record as affirming the court’s decision. The vote approving the
resolution was 28-8, with seven senators abstaining.
Pansing Brooks said the resolution was intended to send a message to Nebraska employers, workers
and youths that the state is committed to being a welcoming place for all, including lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and other people and their families.
“It is what we must do as a kind and civil society,” she said.
But Sens. Robert Clements of Elmwood and Dave Murman of Glenvil took issue with the court’s
decision. They disputed Gorsuch’s conclusions and raised concerns that the ruling would impinge on
religious freedom.
Earlier this year, Pansing Brooks had introduced a bill that would have had the same effect as the court
ruling. Legislative Bill 627 was blocked by a filibuster, and she said Wednesday that there was not time
after the ruling to address the issue again. She said she would try next year to bring Nebraska law in line
with the Supreme Court decision.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: NU to expand requirements for scholarships to out-of-state students
 
Nonresident students applying for merit-based scholarships at the University of Nebraska may soon be
able to use their high school grade-point average.
Under current NU policy, nonresident students applying for aid at UNL, UNO, UNK or UNMC only qualify
if they rank in the top 25% of their high school class or score at least a 23 on the ACT.







The proposed change would allow high school students to submit a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 to
that list.
If approved by the NU Board of Regents on Friday, the change would follow an expansion of the factors
considered by the university's campuses for admission.
In February, regents approved allowing high school students seeking entrance to UNL, UNK and UNO to
show their GPA instead of their class rank or test score.
The rationale behind changing the policy for merit-based scholarships is similar, NU President Ted
Carter said.
Many high schools, including Lincoln Public Schools, are no longer calculating class ranks, while the
disruption wrought to college-entrance exams such as the ACT and SAT by the coronavirus has changed
how students are preparing for college.
"Our highest priority is taking care of students and families," Carter said in a statement. "That includes
students outside Nebraska who want to be part of the University of Nebraska family.
"To any student outside Nebraska who's thinking of coming here, we say: There's a great opportunity
for you at the University of Nebraska," he added.
Regents are scheduled to meet in-person for the first time since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic,
but in a new venue.
Instead of the basement board room at Varner Hall, the board will convene in the more spacious
Nebraska Innovation Campus Conference Center.
Two regents — Howard Hawks and Barbara Weitz, both of Omaha — will take part in the meeting
virtually from Baxter Arena in Omaha, which is also open to the public.
Friday's meeting is scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m.
Other agenda items include:
* Regents will be asked to approve the biennial budget request for the 2021-22 and 2022-23 school
years. The request, which will go before the Legislature in January, calls for a 2.5% and 2.3% increase in
state appropriations over the next two years. If passed, NU would receive $628.3 million and $642.9
million, respectively, in state funding over the next biennium.
* The board will also ask the Legislature to extend a deferred maintenance agreement that provides $11
million in state appropriations annually to be matched by university funds for building repairs through
2050. Additionally, NU will also seek to increase the fund by $2 million annually through the 2024-25
biennium.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Big Ten is more than sports — UNL collaborates with academic heavyweights, too
 
The former leader of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln warns that it would be unwise for the Huskers
to parachute out of the Big Ten.
Harvey Perlman, who was chancellor in 2010 when UNL left the Big 12 to join the Big Ten, said his
reasoning has only a bit to do with sports and a lot to do with academics.
“The fact is that the Big Ten is much bigger than a sports conference,” Perlman, who is now on the NU
College of Law faculty, said Wednesday. “And it would be unfortunate to sacrifice it to play North
Dakota State in football. It would be a very significant blow to the academic reputation of the
university.”
Basking in the academic glow of the Big Ten is a sweet benefit of playing sports in that conference,
academics say.
Although Husker football fans are riled that the Big Ten has decided against holding fall athletics, many
academicians inside and outside the state caution the Huskers against taking too much offense with the
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decision. UNL must avoid getting so perturbed with the Big Ten that it stomps out in petulance or gets
disowned, they say.
The fact is that the Big Ten is one of the strongest groups of universities in the world, and it takes pride
in meeting academically and sharing expertise among partners.
The conference oversees the Big Ten Academic Alliance, a batch of administrators and professors who
organize leadership conferences, online course sharing, collaboration in library materials, combined
purchasing power and other elements to maximize the strength of the conference.
Husker officials and fans have expressed their dejection over the Big Ten’s decision this week to not play
fall sports because of the coronavirus pandemic. Some, including UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green, have
intimated that the Husker program can compete safely and will consider putting together an
independent football schedule.
“We are very disappointed in the decision by the Big Ten Conference to postpone fall football,” said
Green, whose name topped that of three other university leaders who issued the statement Tuesday.
“We hope it may be possible for our student athletes to be able to compete.”
University of Iowa Faculty Senate President Joseph Yockey said Big Ten schools share rare library
collections and offer a joint leadership program. Merely through association, Yockey said, faculty
members, graduate students and undergrads are drawn to Big Ten universities because of their prestige
and research resources.
Keith Marshall, executive director of the Illinois-based Big Ten Academic Alliance, added that
conference collaboration includes brain-injury research, minority graduate student and faculty
pipelines, fiber-optic networking, summer research for undergraduates and many other projects.
Yockey called the Big Ten one of the biggest research enterprises on the globe — an enterprise, he said,
with “worldwide currency.”
Suggesting that the Big Ten is a collection of elite research institutions is like saying Warren Buffett
makes decent money. The Big Ten’s University of Michigan had the second-highest research
expenditures in the country in 2018 (about $1.6 billion), behind Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore.
Research expenditures are made with grants earned from the federal government and private entities,
and with an institution’s own money. The University of Wisconsin was eighth, federal data says, and the
Big Ten (made up of 14 universities) had 12 of the top 50. Only Iowa (51st) and UNL (78th) were outside
the top 50 that year.
UNL has the second-smallest enrollment in the Big Ten (about 25,000), ahead of only the private
Northwestern University in Illinois.
It’s not just UNL that benefits from the partnership. The NU Medical Center’s Buffett Cancer Center in
Omaha, affiliated with UNL through the NU system, joined the Big Ten Cancer Research Consortium in
2013.
Since jumping out of the Texas-dominated Big 12 and joining the Big Ten, UNL administrators have
talked about the need to sharpen their academic game to fit in with the Big Ten. There is evidence that
UNL has picked it up, too. UNL was ranked 91st in research in 2010, the federal government says.
Linda Ray Pratt, now retired as a UNL and NU system professor and administrator, said that all of the
talk by sports media of UNL taking “rogue action” in the Big Ten “could endanger our membership in
the Big Ten, which also has an important academic side for UNL.”
Efforts have been made “to bring UNL into the circle of action and research proposals, etc., that flourish
in the Big Ten schools,” she said.
Lance Perez, dean of engineering at UNL, described “tremendous academic benefits to being in the Big
Ten.” Perez said Big Ten engineering deans gather annually to discuss challenges and opportunities.
“And this happens across the disciplines.”
Perez said he reaches out to Big Ten deans for advice on communication and relations, for instance,
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with the powerful National Science Foundation. “This group,” he said of the deans, “is amazingly
collaborative, amazingly forthcoming.”
Michael Baumgartner, head of the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education,
said he has no doubt that being in the Big Ten helps UNL recruit faculty members and engage in
research projects.
The Big Ten Academic Alliance enables UNL and UNMC to meet academic leaders and participate in
exchanges involving faculty, students and library material, he said. When you partner with the Big Ten,
Baumgartner said, you connect with “some of the best universities in the country, some of the best
universities in the world.”
By Rick Ruggles
 


LJS: Nebraska traffic back to pre-pandemic levels
 
Traffic on Nebraska’s highways and byways is returning to normal, after falling more than 40% in some
stretches during the early days of the coronavirus clampdown.
The statewide total last week measured up to the 2016-2018 average for the first time since early
March, the Department of Transportation announced Tuesday — though some areas remain quieter
than normal.
Traffic on the interstate system east of Lincoln and through Omaha, which fell 44% in early April, was
down 9% last week, according to the state. And traffic on Omaha’s streets and highways was 6% below
average, and down 4% in Lincoln.
But some areas were busier than average last week. Interstate 80 west of Lincoln was up 8%, and rural
highways were up 5%.
With the traffic heavier, the department urged motorists to be aware of construction zones.
By Peter Salter
 


Beatrice DS: Gage County settles dispute with insurance carriers over coverage of Beatrice
Six judgment
 
BEATRICE, Neb. — Gage County has reached a settlement with insurance companies that officials
argued should provide coverage for the $28 million judgment in the Beatrice Six case.
On Wednesday, the County Board approved memorandums of understanding with the Nebraska
Intergovernmental Risk Management Association, Employers Mutual Casualty and four excess insurance
carriers for settlements.
The county expects to collect a total of $5.98 million from the carriers to put toward the judgment.
“We started with an understanding that there may or may not be any coverage,” County Board
Chairman Erich Tiemann said. “We reached this point, and I think we all are in agreement that this is the
best possible outcome at this time.”
The Beatrice Six — Joseph White, Ada JoAnn Taylor, Thomas Winslow, James Dean, Kathleen Gonzalez,
Debra Shelden and Joseph White — were convicted in the 1985 rape and slaying of Helen Wilson in her
downtown Beatrice apartment.
They were arrested in March and April 1989 and ultimately spent a combined 75 years in prison until
DNA evidence showed that another man had committed the crime. In 2016, a federal jury awarded the
six a combined $28 million.
The case gained national notoriety for having the largest number of defendants wrongfully convicted in
a single prosecution.
After the judgment, Gage County filed lawsuits against the Nebraska Intergovernmental Risk
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Management Association and Employers Mutual Casualty, which both argued that they were not
obligated to provide coverage.
Joel Bacon, a Lincoln attorney, said Employers Mutual Casualty is paying $3.9 million and Nebraska
Intergovernmental Risk Management Association is paying $1.98 million, with $95,000 being paid by
four other insurance companies.
“The total settlement amount of just under $6 million is modest compared to the judgments entered
against the county and its former employers, but in our professional opinion this outcome is the best
that could be achieved under the circumstances,” Bacon said.
The judgment is being paid by property tax revenue and a half-cent additional sales tax that went into
effect with the start of the year.
The insurance settlements could mean the judgment will be paid two years sooner, for a total of around
five years. The first payment to the Beatrice 6 was made last June.
Tiemann said Gage County has also accumulated a total of $2.1 million in legal fees fighting the
judgment and arguing the insurance companies should provide coverage.
By Scott Koperski
 


OWH Editorial: Land banks can help Nebraska communities. Gov. Ricketts should say yes
 
Josh Moenning, the mayor of Norfolk, testified before the Nebraska Legislature last year about a major
problem weighing on his city. Dozens of tax-delinquent properties, Moenning told lawmakers, threaten
to reduce neighboring property values in Norfolk and create blighted conditions. The properties often
sit for years due to significant tax liens that deter investors from buying the property. In many cases, the
city ultimately must spend big amounts to demolish the structures.
Norfolk would benefit greatly, he said, if the city could return those structures to the marketplace,
maintaining property values and avoiding blight.
Norfolk stands out for its dynamic economy and forward-looking civic culture, but the city lacks an
important tool available in Omaha to address the problem: a tax-exempt political subdivision known as
a land bank, which acquires vacant and tax-delinquent properties in order to get them back on the
market.
The Omaha Municipal Land Bank came into existence in 2014 after city officials and business leaders
here urged the Legislature to allow its creation, citing land banks’ success in other states. At the time,
Omaha had more than 3,000 sites as “unfit and unsafe,” with more than 700 houses on the demolition
list.
Current state law allows land banks in only Douglas and Sarpy Counties. Legislative Bill 424, introduced
by State Sen. Dan Quick of Grand Island, would enable other Nebraska municipalities to create a land
bank if they so choose. The experience in Omaha demonstrates the positive results a land bank can
provide, as testimony on LB 424 explained.
The benefits that Omaha has achieved have spurred leaders in other Nebraska cities, such as Norfolk
and Grand Island, to request the ability to have the same land bank option. They are making a
reasonable request, aiming to boost their economic development potential and quality of life.
It’s appropriate for the state to place sensible restrictions on land banks’ powers, and state law plus
Omaha’s city ordinance do that. The Omaha land bank can’t levy taxes, for example. This session, state
senators amended LB 424 to require some additional, appropriatate restrictions, such as forbidding a
land bank from issuing bonds.
The Legislature has given LB 424 final approval. That’s a sound decision, given the clear need in
Nebraska communities. Because the virus abruptly caused a long break late in the current legislative
session, lawmakers won’t have a chance to vote on overriding a veto by Gov. Pete Ricketts should he
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take that action.
Economic development is one of Nebraska’s central priorities. So is local control. Ricketts can promote
both those goals by giving his approval to the land bank legislation.
 


OWH: Courtney Allen-Gentry: My journey from North Omaha to California to activist nurse
 
After the Omaha race riots of 1969, a bleak landscape and limited opportunity took my brilliant single
mother of five young children to San Diego. This was my mother’s imagined land of milk and honey for
Black people escaping the cruelties scarring the experience of Black life in the violent wake of those
riots.
Post riot, instead of rebuilding the black community, city leaders leveled blocks of burned buildings and
cut funding of recreational, educational and business opportunities in North Omaha, punishing Blacks
for the nerve to rise up against the injustice of white police brutality. A young activist, school librarian
and battered woman, my mother was determined to achieve her dreams while escaping the violent
rage of my father and her dreams deferred. She left in the early fall of 1969 with five of us children in
tow.
Half a century later, my life has been a series of turnings. My daddy’s family in Nebraska in a cloistered,
treelined Black community, nearly decimated by fire and violence, stood in stark contrast to my
mother’s California and a free range life as a latch key kid from the last house in the cul-de-sac on the
edge of an urban canyon. My brilliant mother was among the first to homestead a suburban black
development full of scorpions and black widow spiders in southeast San Diego.
Our lives were a mixture of activism, independence and the glamour of the black intellectuals and
political elite of the ’70s.
My mother worked as a social activist and field representative for the longtime president pro tem of the
California Senate, James R. Mills. She spent long days doing political organizing while my two older
brothers and I went home after school to cook dinner, take care of chores and freely roam the
neighborhood, where we caused plenty of trouble.
San Diego also is where my dear, dead, older brother Stacy would discover his love for cannabis and the
dazzling tales of Emerald Triangle origin stories, elevating the plant to mystical proportions in the drug
culture of the ’70s.
Richard Nixon’s CIA operations against the Black Panthers also meant frequent visits by the FBI as they
monitored my oldest brother’s associations and activities.
Years later, after we all left California, Stacy and I were planning to visit San Diego again before he was
murdered in 2002 during a home invasion robbery in Omaha. I knew he wanted to have his ashes
scattered at the beach in San Diego, yet even after 18 years, I’ve never had opportunity or desire to
release his body from the confines of my bedroom.
My brilliant mother taught me the importance of grassroots organizing and the strength of local political
action, walking precincts door to door with her. She spearheaded several statewide California
Democratic campaigns. I knew more about Hubert Humphrey, George McGovern and the California
electoral process at 8 years old than most adults.
I believe my mother became a political activist for Sen. Mills because of experiencing the ’69 Omaha
riots. She was determined to be part of the anti-racism movement birthed from previous years of Black
upheaval. This meant my young life was filled with the Black social and intellectual elite of the 1970s —
leaders including Vernon Jordan, executive director of the National Urban League from 1971–81, from
whose swimming pool I was rescued from drowning.
In reflection, growing up the daughter of a Black female social activist deeply impacted by the great
racial upheavals of the ‘60s built the foundation of social activism I am known for today, as a board-
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certified advanced holistic public health nurse. I specialize in the ethical integration of plant medicine
into a global public health paradigm.
My interest in plant medicine originated from my longing for social justice. It was never my intention to
become a cannabis and CBD expert; I just had to use my mind to help people of color whose lives were
being ruined for small amounts of cannabis possession. Even now, 51 years after the 1969 Omaha riots,
as cannabis is widely legal across states and white businessmen make millions, Nebraska Gov. Pete
Ricketts is drawing from Richard Nixon’s playbook, fueling school-to-prison pipelines for Blacks while
preventing medical cannabis legalization for vulnerable citizens.
Neither my brilliant mother nor my badass daddy are alive to read this article. Neither will know I have
just found out I have a life-threatening disease and no health insurance since I reside in a state where,
in my view, business is valued more than lives. Fifty-one years after the Omaha race riots, it’s perfectly
clear we are all in need of a revolution because we have lost our humanity. Again.
Now I’ve just got to stay alive long enough to make it happen, so years away I can remind you I was
once here.
Courtney Allen-Genty, an RN with a master’s in nursing, is a board certified advanced holistic nurse,
nurse educator and coach specializing in the integration of science, spirit and plant medicine into public
health.
 


LJS Editorial, 8/13: Presenting a Lancaster County budget was no small feat by board
 
Amid fiscal uncertainty, the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners has presented a $200 million
budget for the upcoming year that mimics the troubled times we're navigating.
There are no frills. No outlandish purchases. And some belt-tightening measures, as you'd expect. It's
the epitome of austerity, and we have no problem with that.
This budget funds new body cameras for deputy sheriffs and helps pay for a new centralized county-city
payroll system while protecting the county's workforce from layoffs or wage freezes
In short, the board "stuck to our priorities," said Commissioner Deb Schorr.
Funding body cameras for the sheriff's department was considered to be a key first step toward building
trust in law enforcement through transparency. It became a hot-button topic in early June in the
aftermath of the Memorial Day killing of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer.
In light of nationwide outrage, body cams are the bridge to officer accountability.
The new payroll system is also a necessary expense to improve workforce technology, while adding
money to the budget to prevent layoffs provides peace of mind for those people -- friends, neighbors
and community members alike -- who work on our behalf in so many ways.
Conspicuously missing from the budget is a plan to bail out the Lancaster Event Center from its $2.25
million hole.
In the last week, there was a push by the Lancaster County Ag Society for the board to raise the mill levy
by three-quarters of a cent to generate the funds needed to cover improvements for the National High
School Finals Rodeo and revenue lost when coronavirus concerns canceled it.
We endorse the the Event Center and the role it plays in Lancaster County, but we believe raising taxes
of struggling community members at this time is too great an ask.
If there's another way -- and it appears its supporters aren't giving up the fight -- that doesn't mortgage
our future or safety, then by all means, we'd support it. 
Presenting this budget didn't come without its share of trims or tough decisions. The plan doesn't fund
a dozen new employees in a host of county agencies, including the sheriff's office and the jail, and each
agency had its spending authority cut by around 1%.
That said, it wasn't easy. But these are tough times, and this was the job each commissioner signed on







for on Election Day. Still, when they do things right and demonstrate proper stewardship and
responsibility toward public funds, it shouldn't go unnoticed. 
 


LJS Local View: Tax compromise less than bargained for
 
There is no doubt many Nebraskans are struggling amid rising COVID-19 case counts and
unprecedented economic uncertainty. Nebraska legislators have an opportunity this legislative session
to make the right decisions to protect Nebraska children and families.
When the pandemic forced the session into emergency adjournment, state lawmakers had time to
press the reset button and reprioritize the legislative agenda to address the immediate needs of
Nebraska families suffering in a time of health and economic crisis.
Unfortunately, senators returned committed to reducing state revenues by pursuing generous tax
incentives for big corporations and a property tax plan with no guarantee to fully fund schools, one that
binds future legislative bodies while great uncertainties exist for what lies ahead.
According to OpenSky Policy Institute, had the new property tax reform been passed in 2000, the state
would have seen a 16% smaller General Fund budget in 2021, $788 million fewer than was actualized.
Passing LB 1107 into law would add further shortfalls to the state budget in the following biennium by
$400 million dollars.
These staggering numbers force lawmakers to govern with fewer resources and the inability to be
nimble in responding to Nebraskans’ policy priorities. When surveyed amidst the COVID-19 pandemic,
an overwhelming majority of Nebraskans (74%) “oppose tax breaks to stimulate the economy if it will
impact the budget for education, roads, and other services.”
If Nebraska’s legislators concede support to LB 1107 without commitment to addressing policy that
protects children and families, the state will plunge into an economic emergency, overwhelming our
state programs and services. While property tax relief is important to Nebraskans (57% approve), such
cuts rank behind their support for affordable and accessible healthcare (69%); creating high-quality jobs
(61%); fully funding K-12 public education (59%); and ensuring a living wage (58%).
At a time where Nebraskans with the fewest resources are most in danger, providing corporate tax
breaks is a check we can’t cash. Lawmakers should pause to reconsider these priorities and support the
reinstatement of eviction moratoriums for renters and owners impacted by COVID-19, emergency child
care subsidies advocated by Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh, expansion of eligibility for Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and immediate reprioritization of LB 311, an act to implement paid
family and paid medical leave for working Nebraskans.
This is the bare minimum to better protect Nebraskans.
The real question still waiting to be answered: Why would our state senators give more than $700
million in state revenue to benefit large businesses and corporations, instead of
ensuring every Nebraska child and family impacted by the current health and economic crisis has food
on the table and a roof over their heads?
Hadley Richters is CEO of the Holland Children’s Movement, which is based in Omaha.
 


GII: Vets home residents asking for care home visitor guidelines to be amended
 
Letter to the Editor
E. Lynn and Ann DeLaet
Kearney
To our concerned public and families, we are residents of the Central Nebraska Veterans Home in
Kearney. In March we were literally shut down.







This included suspension of all our activities, suspension of all social visits from our family and friends,
not attending any religious events and we could not keep any outside appointments. We were
restricted to our rooms for our meals, which were served cold and never what we ordered. We cannot
do our washing, it has to be sent out, and we have no interaction with any of our neighbors in our pod.
Days turned into weeks and weeks turned into months — five months ago to be exact — and finally we
can start visiting our loved ones through a glass window on a phone or radio for a limit of 30 minutes.
We are becoming more depressed, hopeless, disheartened and discouraged because of our situation.
While everyone wants to put the blame on the VA home, that is not the case. They are doing a
tremendous job of maintaining optimistic attitudes with the residents, but they are restricted by
government guidelines that are in place for these homes. They have no way of compensating hours that
we spend alone in our room and months with on social interaction with our friends and families. This is
our home and we are starting to feel more like prisoners. People making these guidelines are getting to
leave their homes and see their families, but not us.
Not only are we suffering emotionally, but also physically. No outside activity, also came with canceling
physical therapy appointments. For someone who is losing circulation in their legs and spends most of
their time in a bed or a chair, physical therapy is a must. At this time, they are overwhelmed with
appointments because of the guidelines.
We feel that at our age life is all about quality, not quantity, and we want to spend the rest of what we
have left with our family and friends. We are suffering from anxiety and depression and feel like there is
no relief in sight.
Please be a concerned citizen or family member and contact your governor and help us be able to have
relief from all this and see our family and friends in a safe environment.
 


LJS: Fortenberry's second TV campaign ad will be negative
 
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry's campaign plans to follow up on its initial positive television ad of the 2020
congressional campaign with a negative TV ad tying Democratic nominee Kate Bolz to remarks she
made upon returning from a trip to China in 2018.
The new TV ad, which is expected to begin to air later this week, presumably will be similar to radio and
digital attack ads aired by the Fortenberry campaign hours after Bolz won the 1st District Democratic
nomination last May.
The congressman's earlier digital ad stated that Bolz had said "we have much to learn from China" after
returning from her trip there.
That swift targeting of Bolz three months ago was a clear indication that the congressman views the
two-term Lincoln state senator as a more challenging opponent than he's faced in recent years.
The radio and digital ads described views expressed by Bolz after her return from China as "naive and
dangerous and wrong."
Fortenberry's initial TV ad features Mark Nemec, owner of the Kolac Korner Cafe in Prague, who credits
the congressman for helping his business survive and continue to support jobs during the COVID-19
pandemic through assistance from the federal Paycheck Protection Program. 
By Don Walton
 


AP: Fed official says states reopened too quickly
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A top official at the Federal Reserve criticized the decision by many states to
reopen businesses this spring before getting the virus fully under control, and said those choices have
hindered an economic recovery in the U.S.







Eric Rosengren, president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, said states in the South and West that
allowed businesses to reopen after shutting down for a brief period did register an initial burst of
economic activity. But spikes in infection rates soon followed and economies in those states are now
lagging those in the Northeast as consumers have become more cautious and bars and restaurants have
been shut down again in some states.
Rosengren's comments, delivered online Wednesday, are some of the most specific yet by a Fed official
tying the health of the economy to the nation's ability to control the virus. Fed Chair Jerome Powell has
emphasized generally that recovery from the recession depends on conquering the pandemic, but
Rosengren's remarks delved into the sharp difference in infection rates, both within regions of the
United States, and the U.S. compared with Europe.
"Limited or inconsistent efforts by states to control the virus based on public health guidance are not
only placing citizens at unnecessary risk of severe illness and possible death – but are also likely to
prolong the economic downturn," Rosengren said.
"Despite the sizable interventions by monetary and fiscal policymakers ... the recovery may be losing
steam, as activities in many states are once again restricted (officially or voluntarily) to slow the virus's
spread," Rosengren said.
In Europe, nations "shut down more forcefully, maintained restrictions longer, and did not reopen until
the virus had reached low levels," Rosengren said. "In contrast, in the United States, infection rates
remain elevated, as states lifted protective measures too soon," Rosengren said.
As a result, real-time data shows that in Europe, visits to retail stores and recreation outlets, such
asmovie theaters, have recovered more robustly than in the United States, Rosengren said.
Rosengren also pointed to the high current savings rate in the United States as evidence that Americans
have been reluctant to spend, despite stimulus checks of $1,200 that were mailed to most Americans in
the spring, and supplemental federal unemployment aid of $600 a week.
Other Fed officials have warned that the viral resurgence in July could slow the U.S. recovery. And Dallas
Federal Reserve President Robert Kaplan said last month that more widespread use of masks would
slow infections and help the U.S. economy.
INVESTORS HOPEFUL
The S&P 500 briefly traded above its record closing high Wednesday, nearly erasing the last of the
historic losses it took due to the pandemic. The index ended up with a gain of 1.4%, just shy of its all-
time high.
At its depths, the S&P 500 had been down nearly 34% when worries about the recession were at their
height. But massive aid from the Federal Reserve and Congress helped prop up the market. That's
allowed investors to look ahead a to a future when a vaccine will hopefully help the economy get back
to normal.
RECORD DEFICIT
The U.S. budget deficit climbed to $2.81 trillion in the first 10 months of the budget year, exceeding any
on record, the Treasury Department said Wednesday. Outlays so far this budget year total $5.63 trillion,
a 50% increase over the $3.73 trillion at this point in 2019, with the vast majority of the extra spending
related to fortifying the country's economy in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic.
Congress has already passed rescue packages totaling nearly $3 trillion this year, but Democrats and
Republicans remain far apart on another relief bill.
 


AP: US jobless claims fall below 1 million but remain high
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The number of laid-off workers applying for unemployment aid fell below 1
million last week for the first time since the pandemic intensified five months ago yet still remains at a







high level. The viral pandemic keeps forcing layoffs just as the expiration of a $600-a-week federal
jobless benefit has deepened the hardships for many.
The Labor Department said applications fell to 963,000, the second straight drop, from 1.2 million the
previous week. The decline suggests that layoffs are slowing, though last week’s figure still exceeds the
pre-pandemic record of just under 700,000.
The pandemic, the shutdowns that are meant to fight it and the reluctance or inability of many people
to shop, travel or eat out are continuing to weaken the economy and force companies to cut staff.
Twenty-three states have paused or reversed their business re-openings. In a hopeful sign, the rate of
new confirmed viral cases has declined in the past couple of weeks, though it remains far above the
rates that prevailed in May and June.
All told, fewer people are also continuing to receive state jobless aid. That figure dropped to 15.5
million, from 16.1 million the previous week.
For months, the unemployed had also been receiving the $600 a week in federal jobless aid on top of
their state benefit. But the federal payment has expired, and negotiations in Congress to extend that
benefit, likely at a lower level of payment, have collapsed in rancor.
The supplemental federal aid had enabled many jobless Americans to afford rent, food and utilities, and
its expiration threatens to weaken consumer spending and further slow the economy. Unemployment
benefits have accounted for roughly 5% of national income since April, a larger share than even Social
Security. The loss of the $600 has shrunk benefits for the average recipient by one-half to three-
quarters.
Michelle Meyer, an economist at Bank of America Merrill Lynch, says that the loss of the additional aid
will reduce Americans’ incomes by $18 billion a week.
“That’s a big hit to purchasing power,” she said.
Last week, President Donald Trump issued an executive order that would provide $300 a week in
federal aid to the jobless to replace the expired $600-a-week benefit. But experts say it would take
weeks for the states to implement that payment.
In addition to people who applied last week for state benefits, nearly 489,000 others sought jobless aid
under a new program that has made self-employed and gig workers eligible for the first time. That
figure isn’t adjusted for seasonal trends, so it’s reported separately.
But including that group, the Labor Department says 28.2 million people are receiving some form of
unemployment benefits, though that figure may be inflated by double-counting by some states.
For states to set up systems to distribute a new $300 federal jobless benefit, their labor departments
would need more guidance from the federal government, noted Michele Evermore, a senior researcher
at the National Employment Law Project. The money, which is supposed to come from a federal disaster
relief fund, would likely require states to hire more people and possibly contract with software vendors
to establish a system to process the payments, Evermore said.
“I can’t imagine that this goes up in less than a month anywhere,” she said.
After the pandemic hit, Congress approved a $2 trillion aid package. Among other things, it provided the
$600-a-week benefit and made self-employed and gig workers newly eligible for unemployment aid.
Both programs required the states to create new processing systems while handling a crush of benefit
applications. That influx resulted in huge backlogs and left millions of the unemployed frustrated by
their inability to access benefits. Washington state, for one, eventually called in National Guard troops
to help process applications.
In the meantime, with confirmed virus cases still high, it’s not clear when business owners will be able
to reopen or will have enough customers to rehire.
Grace Della is one of them. She opened her food tour business in Miami a decade ago with $300 from
her mother. On weekends, she led the tours herself and eventually built up a business with 13 tour







guides, averaging 10 tours a day through culinary hot spots in South Beach and Little Havana.
Yet with the risk of infection still high and with scant customer demand, it’s been more than four
months since Miami Culinary Tours has taken out guests, and Della, 46, says she doesn’t expect to recall
her employees anytime soon.
She hopes to reopen later this month but isn’t sure she can, given the state’s high level of confirmed
infections. Della said she tries to stay positive but confesses to moments of crippling fear. At one point,
hyperventilating with anxiety, she contacted firefighters.
“There’s no money coming in,” Della said. “We’re all scared.”
By Christopher Rugaber
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TV and Radio
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts talks delays in COVID test turnaround times
KETV: 'It's a disgrace': Disabled veteran finds inconsistencies with DHHS, county COVID-19 tracking
WNAX: Nebraska Senators Give Property Tax Relief Final Approval
KETV: Nebraska approves property tax relief, business incentives
NET: Senators Pass Tax, Abortion Legislation; Debate Masks As Session Ends
 
Governor
LJS: Ricketts expects no problems with mail voting in Nebraska
OWH: Ricketts expected to sign bill banning abortion method after Nebraska Legislature passes
measure
LJS: Nebraska Legislature takes anti-abortion bill over finish line
National Review: Nebraska Legislature Passes Ban on Dismemberment Abortions
LJS: Ricketts salutes senators for tax, economic development action
OWH: After two years of wrangling, Nebraska Legislature passes property tax relief package
AP: Nebraska lawmakers OK property tax credits as session ends
OWH: Nebraska Legislature closes unprecedented session with emotional debate and big votes
WOWT: Gov. Pete Ricketts back-to-school update
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts discusses back to school plans, COVID testing in Nebraska
WJAG: Nebraska Community College Association gearing up for fall semester
OWH: Nebraska makes clear it's committed to Big Ten and will be 'in compliance' with league rules
LJS: UNL Chancellor Green, NU President Carter reiterate commitment to Big Ten
OWH: Some call for faster — but less accurate — coronavirus tests as influx causes delays at
TestNebraska
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NTV: Gov. Ricketts warns of delays getting COVID-19 test results
Scottsbluff SH: Morrill County Commissioners pass resolution opposing mandated masks, other health
measures
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LJS: Lancaster County confirms 31 new COVID-19 cases
AP: Omaha-area schools report COVID-19 cases days after opening
OWH: Building walls, buying robots: Douglas County Jail scrambles to contain coronavirus outbreak
 
Legislature
LJS: Legislature approves big property tax relief, state investment package
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers approve 'micro-TIF' for homeowners, earlier parole eligibility
LJS: Senators offer advice as they depart the Legislature
LJS: People celebrate tenure of Sen. Ernie Chambers on Capitol steps
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OWH: Overwhelming number of UNL professors surveyed say: Stay in Big Ten
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LJS: Unemployment filings continue to decline in Nebraska
OWH: Naval officer who worked at StratCom charged with leaking secrets to Russian contact
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OWH Editorial: Nebraska lawmakers navigated a difficult session
OWH Midlands Voices: Closer look reveals major flaws in Legislature's 'grand compromise'
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OWH: Chuck Hagel will be among Republicans speaking at Democratic convention
AP: Americans eager for virus aid may have to wait until the fall
 


LJS: Ricketts expects no problems with mail voting in Nebraska
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Thursday he believes the U.S. Postal Service will be able to efficiently deliver
ballots cast by mail in November's general election in Nebraska.
"I don't have any concerns about (the) ability to deliver mail-in ballots in Nebraska," the governor said







in answer to a question during a Capitol news briefing.
"I certainly can't address other states," he said.
Ricketts said he was not aware of any problems in mail delivery during the May primary election and he
said he expects more Nebraskans to vote in person during the November election.
Recent concerns have emerged nationally about President Donald Trump's administration's
restructuring of the agency's operations with Democratic congressional leaders contending that they
may be designed to impede postal delivery of mail-in ballots during November's presidential election.
On other matters, Ricketts said "we have seen increasing (COVID-19) cases" in the state, "but we have
been able to manage this with hospital capacity."
Current statewide figures show 36% of hospital beds available, 36% of intensive care unit beds available
and 80% of ventilators available.
As of Thursday night, there have been 29,660 total cases and 360 deaths in Nebraska.
Ricketts said Nebraskans should be made aware that testing results for the virus conducted through
Test Nebraska, the state's testing program, are available faster than those conducted through
commercial testing.
Testing results from commercial vendors have taken between eight and 10-plus days to be available, he
said, while the average for Test Nebraska results has been 2.13 days, although that figure has risen to
3.5 days during the past few days.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Ricketts expected to sign bill banning abortion method after Nebraska Legislature
passes measure
 
LINCOLN — Last-minute drama didn’t stop Nebraska lawmakers Thursday from passing a bill banning
one type of second-trimester abortions in the state.
Legislative Bill 814, introduced by State Sen. Suzanne Geist of Lincoln, passed on a 33-8 vote after
barely surviving a filibuster.
The bill would prohibit an abortion method known medically as dilation and evacuation. The procedure
involves dilating a woman’s cervix and removing the fetus in pieces. Abortion opponents call the
procedure dismemberment abortion.
The measure now heads to Gov. Pete Ricketts, who is expected to sign it into law. Ricketts praised
passage of the bill Thursday and, earlier this year, put out a column in which he called for an end to
“this horrendous form of abortion.”
Opponents said they will be exploring potential legal challenges during the three months before the bill
takes effect.
“Bottom line, we don’t back down from fights and this fight isn’t over,” the ACLU of Nebraska said in a
statement. “Whether through the courts or the Capitol, we are committed to doing everything we can
to protect access to abortion care in Nebraska.”
Geist said lawmakers “did the right thing” in passing the bill, although she acknowledged that banning
one abortion method would not end abortions.
“It is a step in the right direction in the sense that when babies are aborted, this is more humane,” she
said.
But Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue sat out the vote after saying she had serious concerns that had not
been addressed in the bill.
She said LB 814 would not end dismemberment abortions because it only bans procedures done with
clamps, forceps or similar instruments. The ban would not apply if suction is used to remove pieces of a
fetus. The ban also would not apply if the fetus was killed before being removed, a process that Blood
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called equally horrific.
Blood had voted for the bill after the first and second rounds of debate based on a proposed
amendment. The amendment was never debated as opponents filibustered the bill at each stage.
Her decision meant supporters of LB 814 were short one vote to cut off the final-round filibuster. Sen.
Mike Groene of North Platte, who has been absent since lawmakers rejected a last-minute attempt to
get his student discipline bill passed, arrived to provide that last vote midway through the roll call.
Opponents, led by Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha, predicted that the bill will face a legal challenge and be
found unconstitutional.
Courts have blocked similar bans in all but three of the dozen states that have passed them. Two states
where the bans have taken effect have no abortion providers that perform second-trimester abortions.
Legal proceedings are ongoing in a third state. On Friday, the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals lifted the
injunction against the Arkansas ban and sent the case back to the district court, instructing the court to
reconsider its previous ruling in light of a U.S. Supreme Court decision this summer.
Earlier this week, Attorney General Doug Peterson’s office issued an opinion concluding that LB 814 is
“likely constitutional” and would not impose a “substantial obstacle” to access to abortion because the
majority of second-trimester abortions in Nebraska are done using other methods.
Marian Miner, associate director for pro-life and family at the Nebraska Catholic Conference, and Karen
Bowling, executive director of Nebraska Family Alliance, praised the Legislature’s action. Miner said the
bill makes Nebraska a national leader while Bowling called the bill a “landmark victory.”
“Life has won today in Nebraska,” he said. “By ending dismemberment abortion, our state has
demonstrated and reaffirmed its deep respect for the human dignity of pre-born children and their
mothers.”
But officials with Planned Parenthood North Central States, which operates clinics in Omaha and
Lincoln that offer abortions, said the bill inserts politics into what should be private medical decisions
between patients and their doctors.
“Today lawmakers continued their attack on reproductive health care in Nebraska, creating arbitrary
barriers to safe, legal abortion,” said Andi Curry Grubb, the organization’s Nebraska executive director.
“This egregious law is not about improving the health care of Nebraskans and, instead, is about
shaming them and placing additional burdens on women.”
She said abortions may be done during the second trimester for various reasons, including health risks
to pregnant women and fetal anomalies that aren’t detected until that stage of a pregnancy. Women
also may not get abortions early in pregnancy because of problems such as mandated waiting periods,
delays in getting money and a lack of providers.
LB 814 passed two days after the family of Julie Schmit-Albin, the longtime executive director for
Nebraska Right to Life, announced she had gone into hospice. She has been battling cancer.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Nebraska Legislature takes anti-abortion bill over finish line
 
A bill that would stop D&E abortion procedures on a living fetus passed the last legislative hurtle
Thursday. 
It will go to Gov. Pete Ricketts, who is expected to sign it into law. 
The bill (LB814) was stuck in committee after its hearing in February, and Lincoln Sen. Suzanne Geist,
who introduced it, successfully moved to pull it from committee so it could be debated. Because of
that, it came to the floor with no committee work or amendments, and so was passed as it was
originally introduced. 







Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt, who led filibusters against the bill on all three levels of debate, continued to
say the bill was given special treatment by Speaker Jim Scheer in scheduling. And she said Lt. Gov. Mike
Foley, who presides over the Legislature and is an outspoken supporter of the bill, was allowed to run
legislative strategy on it from the president's chair. 
Hunt said that at a Nebraska Family Alliance Forum in Grand Island to discuss anti-abortion strategy for
Nebraska, Foley told senators and advocates that Hunt had extreme views on the life issue. Hunt
reported that Foley said legislation she had introduced was going nowhere, and they shouldn't spend
energy worrying about her "silly, little bill."
LB814 is a model of anti-abortion bills that have been introduced in at least 31 other states, Hunt said.
"Bills like this are written poorly on purpose," she said. "They have problems with the language on
purpose."
There's no exception for rape and incest in the bill. There's no cause of action for an unmarried father.
The injunctive relief section is messed up, she said. 
These bills are used as purity tests for moderates, she said. They are used to put pressure on lawmakers
who are often anti-abortion but are thoughtful about language and policy. 
Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, who supported the bill but insisted it needed work, was one of those. And
she was angry, she said, because the bill is poorly written and will cause unintended problems. 
"This bill fails to ban the actual dismemberment process," she said. "I am not going to perpetuate a lie."
Geist said she had not been allowed to open on her bill. And she did file compromise amendments she
worked on with Blood, but she was never allowed to introduce them because of all the motions thrown
onto it.  
"I stand by the veracity of this bill. It's well written. The people that wrote this bill know what they are
doing," she said. "You can tell me it's unconstitutional. I don't believe that."
The inhumanity of pulling apart a fetus before causing its demise is what this bill is about, she said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


National Review: Nebraska Legislature Passes Ban on Dismemberment Abortions
 
The Nebraska legislature on Thursday passed a ban on dismemberment abortions in the state, except in
emergency situations.
The bill, LB814, passed 33-8 and allows for professional injunctions and civil action against any abortion
provider who violates the ban, besides in the case of a medical emergency. 
The definition of dilation and evacuation (D&E) abortions in the bill does not apply to an abortion in
which only suction is used to dismember a fetus or to the removal of a fetus that is already dead. The
bill specifically bans the use of clamps, forceps or similar instruments in abortion procedures.
“Life has won today in Nebraska. By ending dismemberment abortion, our state has demonstrated and
reaffirmed its deep respect for the human dignity of preborn children and their mothers,” said Marion
Miner, Associate Director for Pro-Life and Family at the Nebraska Catholic Conference, the Catholic
News Agency reported.
“Passing LB814 will again establish Nebraska as a national leader in the cause for life. We are
committed to affirming the humanity of every single life and making every form of abortion
unthinkable.”
The bill now awaits approval from governor Pete Ricketts, who has expressed support for the ban, to be
signed into law. 
The legislation may be challenged in court by pro-abortion advocates who claim the ban is
unconstitutional under Roe v. Wade. A federal judge blocked Indiana’s D&E ban from taking effect last
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year, ruling that the ban was likely to burden a woman’s right to access an abortion.
However, Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson recently said the bill is “likely constitutional”
because it “does not appear that it will impose a substantial obstacle on abortion access in Nebraska.”
By Brittany Bernstein
 


LJS: Ricketts salutes senators for tax, economic development action
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts heaped praise on the Legislature Thursday for its enactment of expanded property
tax relief and economic development legislation, describing the package as "generational in its scope."
The bill (LB1107) paves a path toward $650 million in annual property tax relief, once it is fully
operational, the governor said in closing remarks to the Legislature shortly before it completed its
coronavirus-interrupted 2020 session.
That's four times the level of property tax relief that was in effect when he became governor in 2015,
Ricketts said.
The governor's property tax figure includes $275 million in annual relief already in effect that is
provided through the state's property tax credit cash fund.
Ricketts saluted the senators for "spirited debate and fast action" once they returned to Lincoln in July
to complete their 60-day session.
In shaping its multifaceted package, the governor said, the Legislature "reformed and renewed our
(business) incentive program so we can be competitive with other states."
And, he said, senators demonstrated the state's commitment to a proposed new mega-project at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center that would "help keep our state and our nation safe" by pledging
$300 million in state funding support.
The proposed $2.6 billion UNMC project would center on a new national pandemic response center if
the federal government chooses the Omaha campus for its site.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: After two years of wrangling, Nebraska Legislature passes property tax relief package
 
LINCOLN — It took two years, some major amendments and some last-minute deal-making, but state
legislators on Thursday gave final approval to a bill that includes some property tax relief.
Lawmakers voted 41-4 to give final approval to the package, sending it to Gov. Pete Ricketts for his
signature, which is anticipated.
Besides a new state income tax credit to defray property taxes paid to support K-12 schools, Legislative
Bill 1107 updates the state’s main economic incentive program and pledges $300 million toward the
proposed $2.6 billion NExT Project at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha.
The new income tax credit is expected to provide a 3% reduction in overall property taxes initially, but
funding for the credit is anticipated to grow from $125 million in the first year to $375 million after
three to five years, dependent on growth in state tax receipts.
Initially, lawmakers considered a major revamp of the state’s system of doling out state aid to K-12
schools, as well as expanding the tax base, to tax more services. But that plan failed to pass a year ago,
and opposition from educational groups blocked the plan from advancing earlier this year.
That prompted a group of senators, known as the “super seven,” to ditch the state aid changes and
instead opt for a state income tax credit against a portion of what someone pays in property taxes. That
credit will be claimed on yearly income tax filings.
The owner of a $200,000 home in the Omaha school district would be looking at a $142 income tax
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credit under the measure.
State Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha led a last-minute effort to defeat LB 1107, saying it “handcuffed” the
state in dealing with future economic struggles caused by COVID-19, which he predicted will not be
clear until September or October.
Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh said that the tax break she’ll get from LB 1107 amounts to only $150
and that it was morally wrong to prioritize property tax relief over funding for schools and helping
those who lost paychecks because of the pandemic.
“I would be devastated if our public education system will suffer so I can get $150 more. It’s not worth
it,” Cavanaugh said.
But Elkhorn Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, one of the major backers of LB 1107, said that property tax relief is
what Nebraskans have been seeking for years. After three to five years, she said, the bill would deliver
$739 in tax breaks — if combined with the current property tax relief credit — for the owner of a
$250,000 home in her district.
“The $739 is still a lot of money to me, guys,” Linehan told her colleagues. “It is significant relief for
people.”
She added that if economic woes require it, the Legislature can alter LB 1107 in the future to fit the
state budget situation.
Gov. Ricketts, in his session-ending speech to lawmakers, said that when LB 1107 becomes fully funded,
it will combine with the $275-million a year property tax credit program to provide $650 million in state
funds to defray property tax bills, a four-fold increase since he took office six years ago.
The powerful Nebraska State Education Association, the state teachers’ union, called on lawmakers on
Wednesday to vote no on the bill, saying it will reduce spending on K-12 education. But supporters on
Thursday said that LB 1107, while not the best the Legislature could do to address the state’s high
property taxes, was a compromise that was passable.
“We could have done better, but we ran out of time,” said Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Nebraska lawmakers OK property tax credits as session ends
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska lawmakers approved new tax credits for homeowners, farmers and
businesses and put more restrictions on abortions Thursday as they finished a session marred by ugly
public disputes and criticism that they didn’t do enough to address the coronavirus pandemic.
The 60-day session ended after several last-minute, unsuccessful attempts to derail the tax and
abortion bills. Lawmakers gave both measures final approval and sent them to Gov. Pete Ricketts,
who’s expected to sign them.
Lawmakers convened as normal in January but suspended their session in March out of concern about
the pandemic. They returned in July with new safety precautions, including plastic barriers to separate
senators and new restrictions on who could access the legislative chamber.
Debate among senators turned nasty at several points this year, with one lawmaker publicly telling
another to “shut up” and others lamenting that the ostensibly nonpartisan, one-house Legislature has
become more openly partisan and dysfunctional.
Speaker of the Legislature Jim Scheer acknowledged that the session was often rocky. But he pointed to
major new laws passed, including measures to help expand broadband internet, improve oversight
of state-run juvenile rehabilitation centers and provide a tax cut for military retirees.
“We’ve accomplished a lot, whether we realize it or not,” Scheer said.
The property tax and business incentives package drew opposition from some lawmakers who said it
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would pull money away from people who will need financial assistance because of the pandemic.
“We have people waking up not knowing if they can feed their kids, not knowing if they can pay their
mortgage,” said Sen. Justin Wayne, of Omaha.
Lawmakers did approve Ricketts’ emergency request for $83.6 million for the state’s pandemic
response before they paused their session, but some argued that the state should do more. The
package included funding for personal protective equipment, scholarships and unemployment benefits.
Wayne said lawmakers were “putting handcuffs on our opportunity to help people,” and noted that the
pandemic’s full impact may not have registered. He pointed to the Big Ten’s decision to cancel its 2020
football season, a significant blow to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and Lincoln’s economy.
But Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, chairwoman of the Legislature’s tax-focused Revenue Committee, said the
bill reflects a compromise that will ultimately help Nebraska residents by reducing their tax bills.
Lawmakers have faced pressure for years to lower property taxes, and the tax credit would help put a
dent in some of the recent increases.
“What I’m not hearing right now is how important this bill is to the vast majority of Nebraskans,”
Linehan said. “It is significant relief to people.”
Ricketts likewise praised lawmakers for their work on the tax package
“You are to be commended for the hard work you put in during the most trying and difficult
circumstances,” he said in his end-of-session remarks to lawmakers.
Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve Nelson said the measure “takes a major step forward to provide
significant, meaningful and much-needed property tax relief for Nebraskans,” but added that his group
will continue to seek “long-term solutions” to reduce those taxes.
The property tax and business incentives package measures were merged into one bill because neither
measure had enough support to pass by itself. Rural lawmakers who want lower local property taxes
initially threatened to block the business incentives bill, but politically powerful business groups argued
that Nebraska can’t be the only state without major tax incentives. The state’s current business
incentive program, the Nebraska Advantage Act, expires this year.
Lawmakers also passed new restrictions on a second-term abortion procedure, despite protests from
abortion-right supporters. The measure would outlaw the use of clamps, forceps, tongs or scissors to
perform what’s known as a dilation and evacuation abortion. Abortion opponents refer to the
procedure as a dismemberment abortion because it often requires doctors to remove a fetus in several
pieces. Similar laws in other states have been struck down as unconstitutional.
This session could also be the last for Sen. Ernie Chambers, the state’s longest-serving and best-known
lawmaker, who will have to leave the Legislature for at least four years before he can run again.
Chambers is famous for his ability to single-handedly filibuster bills, often bringing the Legislature to a
standstill.
Chambers was forced out of office for four years in 2009 due to newly enacted term limits, but
returned to his old seat in January 2013. He served two more terms and will be forced out of office
again in January 2021. On Thursday afternoon, more than 100 people gathered outside the Capitol to
celebrate his tenure.
State law restricts lawmakers to two consecutive four-year terms, but allows them to return after
sitting out for one term. Chambers, now 83, hasn’t said whether he’ll run again.
By Grant Schulte
 


OWH: Nebraska Legislature closes unprecedented session with emotional debate and big
votes
 
LINCOLN — State legislators closed out a unique, coronavirus-interrupted session Thursday by passing a
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modest property tax relief bill and barely mustering the votes to adopt a ban on an abortion method.
Unlike most past sessions, there wasn’t a “soft landing” on the final day. Senators, including one
fighting back tears, launched into an emotional debate that pitted personal liberties against the science
of wearing face masks to fend off COVID-19.
It was somehow fitting — the final 17 days of the session were marked by angry exchanges and lectures
to behave, at a tenor and volume not usually seen at the State Capitol. The session shut down in mid-
March because of the coronavirus outbreak and resumed in late July with new safety practices and
precautions.
But Gov. Pete Ricketts still made the traditional end-of-session appearance to thank senators for their
work. This year, he highlighted the property tax bill, money for flood relief, a veterans tax cut, creation
of a new career scholarship program and passage of the abortion method ban.
“You’ve accomplished much in these unprecedented — that word’s been used a lot — and difficult
times,” he said.
Thursday marked the final day on the legislative floor for State Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, whose
fiery speeches about racism and legendary procedural blockades of bills he hated often fomented
frustration, discomfort and grumbling.
Chambers, who is term-limited for a second time after spending 46 years in the Legislature, got in a
couple of final verbal punches, calling some senators who are anti-mask “dumbbells” and saying the
phrase “and liberty for all” will never apply to Blacks.
And, one last time, the registered-nonpartisan senator called “Repel-icans” (Republicans) “hypocrites.”
On the north steps of the Capitol, about 100 people gathered for a surprise farewell rally for Chambers.
Participants held signs that said “Fight for Justice” on one side and “Thank You, Senator Chambers” on
the other.
Other departing senators took the opportunity to say their farewells in the legislative chamber,
including Sens. Kate Bolz of Lincoln, Sue Crawford of Bellevue, Sara Howard of Omaha, Rick Kolowski of
Omaha and Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk.
Senators gave final approval to a so-called “grand compromise” on property tax relief and the state’s
economic development incentives, as well as an abortion bill that detractors said would be immediately
challenged as unconstitutional.
It took a last-minute save to pass the abortion measure, Legislative Bill 814.
State Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte, who had been absent since Tuesday, appeared in the nick of
time to provide the necessary 33rd vote to shut down a filibuster and pass LB 814. It reaffirmed,
backers said, Nebraska’s place as a “national leader in the cause for life.”
“This is a landmark victory for the pro-life movement,” said Karen Bowling of the Nebraska Family
Alliance.
The compromise on the property tax relief bill was pulled together by a “super seven” group of veteran
senators convened by Scheer. But he said it took “the fabulous forties” to pass the bill — referring to
the 41 senators who voted for the package.
In the final days of the session, amid the pandemic, senators were stationed behind clear plastic
barriers and had their temperatures checked before entering the legislative chambers. The Rotunda,
usually filled with noisy lobbyists, was empty. Three senators who came into contact with people who
had tested positive for COVID-19 had to briefly separate themselves from colleagues by sitting in the
balcony.
And, on the last day, the debate over whether people should wear masks found its way to the floor.
A round of condemnations followed statements by Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard that wearing masks
causes disease, isn’t effective in stopping the coronavirus and that mandates infringe on personal
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liberty. Hydroxychloroquine — a treatment that some trials have shown is ineffective or dangerous —
has worked to prevent infections in India, Erdman added.
The statements, said Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha — whose father died of COVID-19 — were “reckless.”
“If you think this (virus) is a joke, please come and talk to me,” he said.
Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus, who spent several weeks in the hospital battling the virus, fought off
tears as he said his infection left him so weak that he couldn’t roll over in bed.
“For someone to come in and say that wearing a mask is somehow a communist plot is irresponsible,”
he said. “I can’t describe it in any other way.”
By Martha Stoddard and Paul Hammel
 


WOWT: Gov. Pete Ricketts back-to-school update
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (WOWT) - Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts will have a back-to-school news conference at
9:30 a.m. Thursday.
Ricketts will be joined by Greg Adams, executive director of the Nebraska Community College
Association, as well as a representative from the Catholic Schools of Grand Island.
The state’s hospital capacity is at 36% availability for hospital beds, 36% of ICU beds available, and 80%
of ventilators are available.
The governor also reminded Nebraskans to stay home when they don’t feel well. Stay home, he said,
even if you’ve been tested and the results came back negative.
Ricketts also said that commercial testing vendor Quest Diagnostics has been taking too long to get
results, averaging from 8.37 and 10.51 days and in some cases even longer. That turnaround makes
those results potentially useless, he said. But Test Nebraska’s average is 2.13 days overall, though he
acknowledged the results have slowed for those labs as well, to an average of about 3.5 days, but
they’re working to expand staff and lab capacity in order to reduce wait time for those results.
Community colleges ready to go
“With the next two weeks, all six community colleges will be open, and we will be open as close to
normal as we can possibly open up,” said Greg Adams, executive director of the Nebraska Community
College Association.
The leadership has been meeting over the past several months with other learning institutions, health
officials, and students to determine that they can open for in-person learning productively and safely,
he said.
“We also understand we’re going to have be flexible,” he said. “If something isn’t working, we’re going
to have to turn on a dime, and try something different.”
The colleges are prepared to reduce class sizes, go to remote-learning, or whatever is needed to
accommodate their students safely, he said, either altogether or as needed for a specific college.
“Masks will be required of faculty, of staff, and of all students on all six campuses,” he said, noting that
there some exceptions will be allowed as needed, but under specific circumstances.
Test Nebraska will be providing voluntary testing on all the campuses, and they will also be working
with the local health systems, Adams said.
Dorms will have reduced capacity, and officials are looking for alternative environments to house
students as needed, or for use as quarantine.
“Our No. 1 priority, of course, is to make sure that we have a quality experience for everybody,” he
said.
For community colleges, the technical vocational classes are the top priority, and protecting the hands-
on lab experience is of the utmost importance, he said.
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So they are planning for 100% one-on-one lab learning, with extra distancing and separation
“We’re moving forward with people having their hands on the tools that they need to learn those
careers,” Adams said, noting that students have indicated in surveys that they’re in support of these
plans.
In other classes, they’re still planning for person-to-person classroom experiences, but will be able to
provide remote-learning if needed.
The colleges are also front-loading the curriculum to get the most important parts of the class at the
beginning of the semester in case they aren’t able to maintain the same learning environments in the
later months.
The retraining grant is off and running, Adams said, working to help those who are unemployed or
underemployed because of COVID-19. The accelerated programs are varied among the colleges but are
targeting those sectors most available in each area.
By Gina Dvorak
 


KMTV: Gov. Ricketts discusses back to school plans, COVID testing in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KMTV) — Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and other officials held a press conference to
discuss a variety of issues, including back to school plans for the state's community colleges and
Catholic schools.
Ricketts started off by talking about delays in test results when using services other than TestNebraska
sites.
On average, the governor said results from TestNebraska are taking 3.5 days while some other
providers are taking up to 15 or 16 days to provide results. Ricketts said TestNebraska is working on
lowering the turnaround by looking at options such as additional staff.
Speakers from Nebraska’s Community College Association and Catholic schools of Grand Island talked
about safety measures they are taking to carry out in-person education and mitigate the spread of the
coronavirus.
Both said they committed to providing in-person education to students but are willing to work with
students and families that would rather learn remotely or learn via a hybrid of in-person and remote
education.
For people that are underemployed or out work due to the pandemic, community colleges in Nebraska
are ready to help.
Ricketts and Greg Adams of the Nebraska Community College Association said grants are currently
available for people wanting to pursue a new career and advised anyone who's interested to contact
one of the state's community colleges.
 


WJAG: Nebraska Community College Association gearing up for fall semester
 
LINCOLN - With classes kicking off next week, Governor Pete Ricketts continued his back to school press
briefings at the capitol.
Greg Adams, Executive Director of the Nebraska Community College Association joined Ricketts and
highlighted their plans for the fall semester.
Adams says all six community college campuses are planning a hundred-percent in-person classes.
"In the last several months, all of our college leadership have been meeting together. They have been
meeting with our colleagues in the other higher education institutions here in the state. They've been
meeting with local health departments. They've been meeting with the governor's office and, we've







been talking to our students through surveying, finding out what their level of precaution is and what
their intention trends are. And what we know is that we can open up, we can do business, we can do in
person."
Adams says their number one priority is to make sure they have a quality education experience for
everybody.
He added they’re prepared to reduce class sizes, go to remote-learning, or whatever is needed to
accommodate students safely.
By Nick Stevenson
 


OWH: Nebraska makes clear it's committed to Big Ten and will be 'in compliance' with
league rules
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska broke 24 hours of quiet tension with the Big Ten on Thursday by affirming its
commitment to the prestigious academic conference and agreeing that it would not seek to play any
football games this fall in the wake of the Big Ten postponing fall sports until 2021.
NU President Ted Carter and UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green on Thursday morning released a brief, crisp
statement reaffirming the university’s commitment to the Big Ten, but it was Husker Athletic Director
Bill Moos, talking on the Husker Sports Network on Thursday night, who finally closed the door on any
Nebraska plans to build its own schedule.
The Big Ten told NU on Wednesday that it wouldn’t be permissible. Nebraska, which spent that day
trying to figure out if it could, has accepted the decision.
“We like the Big Ten,” Moos said. “We’re going to compete in the Big Ten and be successful in the Big
Ten. That was a decision made 10 years ago, the decision stands, and our future plans are to compete
and be successful in all of our sports programs in this new conference.”
Moos’ comments dovetailed with the statement prepared by Carter and Green.
“The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is a fully committed member of the Big Ten Conference. It is an
unparalleled athletic and academic alliance,” the statement read.
“We have the greatest fans in college athletics. This has been a difficult and disappointing week for the
Husker family. We all look forward to the day when we can cheer on our student athletes, on the field
and in the arena.”
The Thursday morning statement, a UNL spokesperson said, was sent out in part because “the false
‘leaving-the-Big Ten’ narrative was starting to take a life of its own,” particularly at UNL, where the
Faculty Senate sent out a single-question survey Wednesday asking whether professors thought
Nebraska should leave the Big Ten so it could play football this fall.
While coach Scott Frost said Monday that Nebraska was a “proud member” of the Big Ten — and the
Huskers’ Tuesday statement after the Big Ten’s decision, while full of disappointment, said nothing of
leaving the league for the Big 12 or another conference — the national media seemed to take NU’s
statement as a threat to bolt the Big Ten, and even World-Herald columnist Tom Shatel asked in
Wednesday’s editions if it will be remembered as the beginning of the end of Nebraska and the Big Ten.
He answered his own question: “Absolutely.” ESPN personalities — Michael Wilbon and Desmond
Howard — suggested that the Big Ten should kick Nebraska out of the league. Howard said
Commissioner Kevin Warren should demand an apology from NU.
Ohio State coach Ryan Day briefly joined Nebraska’s cause Wednesday morning, but by Wednesday
afternoon OSU A.D. Gene Smith said in a statement that the Buckeyes were focused solely on spring
football plans because fall football wasn’t “allowable.” No other league teams — including Iowa, whose
in-state rival, Iowa State of the Big 12, remains on track to play football this fall — took up the Huskers’
cause.







Moos’ comments Thursday night echoed Smith’s statement. In essence, the Big Ten said, it was
postponing, not canceling, a season, which limited league members from crafting their own schedules.
“That means hopefully in the spring, or sometime after the first of the calendar year, and that would
have made it difficult to still play a series of nonconference games in the fall, and then come back and
play a conference season in the spring,” Moos said. “At least that’s how the conference felt. It wasn’t
how Scott and I felt. But, at the end of the day, we are proud members of the Big Ten, it’s a prestigious
conference, and we will be in compliance.”
As of Thursday, the ACC, Big 12 and SEC remain on track to play this fall with modified schedules, as do
several leagues like Conference USA and the American Athletic Conference. The College Football
Playoff — chaired, ironically, by Iowa A.D. Gary Barta — plans a postseason for the teams remaining in
action.
Meanwhile, the Big Ten reportedly got to work on a 2021 plan Wednesday. Purdue coach Jeff Brohm
submitted his own plan Thursday morning that starts in late February and accommodates a shortened
fall season that would start in October. Day was looking for a plan that started the first week of January
— with training camp in December — and allows for a regular fall season to be played.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said Thursday he supports Carter and Green’s position that the university
should stay in the Big Ten.
“I support them 100%,” Ricketts said. “The Big Ten has been great for the University of Nebraska, and
obviously there’s a lot of considerations that go into this.
“I know that fans would like to see football games. So would I. The Big Ten has made the decision
they’re not going to do football games.”
Thursday afternoon, NU sent to season ticket holders a one-week extension on a questionnaire related
to season ticket rollovers.
“The Big Ten has postponed all athletic events for the Fall 2020, including football,” the email read in
part. Nebraska also told season ticket holders in the email that it will “reach out for additional feedback
when we have more details about a possible spring season.”
Moos said the financial hit to Nebraska athletics — should no football season be played — was $100
million. His senior administrators were in a conference room as he spoke trying to figure out how to
deal with the deficit, although some income may be recouped if league football is played in the winter.
Nebraska’s concern for the financial health of its athletic department, coupled with knowing the local
Lincoln economy may take a $300 million hit, came out in Frost’s passionate Monday speech imploring
the Big Ten not to cancel its fall sports so quickly.
“How he has handled this, and what his priorities have been, is what he’s all about,” Moos said. “I
watched him, listened to that, and never have I ever been in doubt that he’s the right guy leading this
football program.”
By Sam McKewon and Joe Dejka
 
LJS: UNL Chancellor Green, NU President Carter reiterate commitment to Big Ten
 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln says it's not going anywhere.
Two days after the Big Ten Conference canceled its fall football season and some national pundits
incorrectly said that Nebraska officials were threatening to bolt the Big Ten, campus leadership
rebuffed that notion in a brief statement shared on social media.
“The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is a fully committed member of the Big Ten Conference. It is an
unparalleled athletic and academic alliance," UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green and NU President Ted
Carter said in the joint statement Thursday morning.  
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"We have the greatest fans in college athletics. This has been a difficult and disappointing week for the
Husker family. We all look forward to the day when we can cheer on our student-athletes, on the field
and in the arena.”
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts also expressed "100% support," on Thursday during a news conference,
saying, "The Big Ten has been great for the University of Nebraska."
Earlier this week, Green and Carter, along with athletic director Bill Moos and head football coach Scott
Frost, expressed disappointment at the conference's decision to cancel fall sports and left open the
possibility of trying to find ways to still compete in sports this year.
The Thursday morning statement was the first public comment from NU leadership since Big Ten
Commissioner Kevin Warren said Tuesday night that Nebraska could not play games outside the
conference and "still be a member of the Big Ten."
Nebraska athletic director Bill Moos confirmed Thursday that the Huskers will not try to play this fall
and a letter sent to football season ticket holders on Thursday outlined revised refund options and
timelines and said in part, "We will reach out for any additional feedback when we have more details
about a possible spring season." 
The notion of defying the commissioner's stance, though, sparked rounds of speculation UNL would
perhaps try and leave the Big Ten, where it has been a member since 2011, for a different conference
altogether.
As the rumor mill churned online over the next 24 hours, leadership in UNL's Faculty Senate asked
members their feelings about leaving the conference, which provides a boon to the academic, research
and extension missions of the university, in an online poll.
"Should UNL leave the Big Ten to allow athletics to be played this fall?" read the Survey Monkey poll,
which was emailed to faculty members. Respondents could answer "yes" or "no" and then leave a
comment.
"While we are not aware of serious deliberations to this effect, we wanted to be sure we could speak
with one voice should the need arise," said Faculty Senate President Nicole Buan, who is an associate
professor of biochemistry.
About an hour after the survey went out Wednesday evening, roughly 400 faculty had responded, with
some 90% indicating they believed UNL should remain in the Big Ten, Buan said.
But then the informal survey was shared on social media and caught fire among Husker fans, who cast
their own votes and shared their own comments — some of them multiple times — before Green and
Carter issued their statement at about 8:30 a.m. Thursday.
Judy Walker, the associate vice chancellor for faculty affairs, said faculty have experienced the benefits,
both tangible and intangible, that have come with UNL joining the Big Ten Conference, which is as
much a collaboration of academic institutions as it is athletic departments.
"There's an instant name recognition that you're at a Big Ten institution, and that raises your credibility
among your colleagues both across the country and internationally," Walker said.
It's reflected in the number of graduate student applications as well as hiring pools, she added.
Each year, a handful of faculty and department chairs from all 14 Big Ten member institutions are
selected for leadership development programs, Walker added, and the relationships forged have
become instrumental as higher education attempts to navigate teaching and learning during the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
Big Ten members and their 600,000 students will for the first time enjoy an online course sharing
program this fall, allowing students at UNL to take classes from faculty at Ohio State University or Penn
State University, for example.
UNL faculty and students also benefit from a library collaborative giving them access to 22% of the print
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titles, including special collections and hard-to-get copies, held in libraries on the North American
continent.
When it joined the Big Ten, UNL was also admitted into the Big Ten Plus Engineering Consortium, what
has been called “the single-best collection of colleges of engineering in the world.”
Becoming a member of the new consortium spurred Nebraska Engineering to embark on a major
overhaul of its facilities on campus, nearly $150 million in upgrades paid for through a combination of
state and private funding.
College of Engineering leaders say the projects will help grow the college’s faculty and student
enrollment in an effort to meet a workforce need in the state.
And the conference membership, in addition to routinely putting Nebraska athletes on television, has
also helped the university expand how it helps nonathletes through a scholarship program designed to
attract high-achieving students.
Walker said no other conference engages the academic side of a university the way the Big Ten does,
which may have contributed to the response from UNL's faculty.
"People outside the Big Ten often don't understand the power the Big Ten has," she said. "It's a whole
different ballgame."
By Parker Gabriel and Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Some call for faster — but less accurate — coronavirus tests as influx causes delays
at TestNebraska
 
Lots of Nebraskans want to get tested for COVID-19, and that appears to be at least one factor slowing
turnaround times for the state’s testing program.
TestNebraska has seen a dramatic increase in the number of swabs being conducted on a daily basis
over the last month, according to Taylor Gage, a spokesman for Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts.
In addition, the Lincoln lab that processes those tests was shut down for a time for an audit, which it
passed, Gage said.
As of early July, the lab had been averaging just short of 41 hours, from the time that nasopharyngeal
swabs were collected at a drive-thru site until people received their test results. But during July, the
average turnaround time was 57.9 hours.
And anecdotal reports in Omaha in recent days have included TestNebraska turnaround times of 70-
and 80-plus hours.
Gage said the state’s team is aware of the elevated turnaround time and is working to resolve it,
including adding staff and expanding capacity.
Ricketts has announced that the lab is in the midst of an expansion that will increase its daily capacity
from 3,600 to 7,000 tests a day. Testing capacity nationally, too, has increased.
But delays in getting results, even temporary ones, have begun to raise questions in Nebraska and
elsewhere about whether the testing currently available can quickly identify people who are infected
with the coronavirus — a significant number of whom don’t have symptoms — so that they can go into
isolation and their close contacts can be quarantined.
Nationally, delays of seven to 10 days — or more — in getting results have been reported at various
times during the pandemic, particularly at times when cases have surged and testing materials are in
short supply.
One concern is that people who get tested after having a close encounter with someone who’s positive
may not wait for the results, particularly if they’re not ill and feel the need to get back to work or
school.
Keeping teachers out of quarantine and in schools, for instance, is expected to be a key factor in







whether schools can stay up and running this year in Nebraska. Avoiding close contact with infected
people will be one important step for school staff.
But Millard Superintendent Jim Sutfin said Monday that testing also will play a role.
“We absolutely need rapid testing,” Sutfin said. “If we don’t come to a point where we have rapid
testing, that might be what shuts the entire city down of every school district, because you cannot wait
a week to get a test result on a teacher. You’re going to run out of people.”
In an opinion piece in The World-Herald on Wednesday, Thomas Murray, provost of Creighton
University, backed a call by a Harvard epidemiologist and others for frequently screening larger
populations using “faster, cheaper and acceptably less accurate tests.”
Antigen tests, like those commonly used in doctor’s offices for influenza, detect viral proteins in saliva
or a nasal swab. They’re less sensitive than the gold standard test used by TestNebraska and many
other large labs, which finds and amplifies the virus’s genetic material.
Murray also cited a modeling study published by a Yale researcher indicating that screening college
students every two days using a rapid and less sensitive test, matched with strict behavioral
interventions including mask-wearing, would dramatically limit the number of COVID-19 infections and
permit the safe return of students to campus.
The aim, he wrote, would be to catch those who are most contagious. Those who are too early in the
course of disease to be caught one day could be detected a couple of days later when their viral loads
are higher.
Creighton will test everyone living on campus before they move in, using the gold standard method,
known as RT-PCR.
But Dr. Steven Hinrichs, chairman of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s pathology and
microbiology department, said a less sensitive test could be considered dangerous in the current
situation.
“If they are significantly less sensitive, individuals will be identified as negative when they are truly
positive,” he said. “And falsely negative individuals could continue to spread disease.”
Hinrichs said he understands the desire for a fast, inexpensive test. But mask-wearing already provides
an inexpensive means of preventing the spread of the virus.
An editorial accompanying the Yale study in JAMA Network Open also noted that the best-prepared
campuses would use a layered approach aimed at reducing the influx of the virus from outside and
limiting its spread on campuses, including masking and social distancing.
Hinrichs also said that getting test results returned rapidly is important.
The Nebraska Public Health Laboratory and a clinical lab jointly operated by UNMC and Nebraska
Medicine continue to focus on returning results within 24 to 48 hours, he said, with a 24-hour
turnaround the most common.
The public health lab continues to run about 450 tests a day. The clinical lab currently can run about
600 a day, about half of its capacity before recent cutbacks on tests from two large suppliers.
“I don’t believe a fast, wrong answer is better,” Hinrichs said. “The pressure needs to be back on the
(labs) to get the turnaround time better, because it can be done.”
There’s little doubt TestNebraska has been busy. According to state data, the testing program averaged
more than 1,700 tests a day in July, nearly 1,000 more than the next largest in Nebraska, the
UNMC/Nebraska Medicine lab.
The state program’s turnaround time for the past two weeks averaged a little more than 3.5 days, a day
or more longer than local university and health system labs but significantly faster than one national
lab.
Still, some area residents already are seeking out the faster antigen tests.
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TotalWellness in Omaha has been doubling the volume of antigen tests it conducts every week and is
up to about 200 appointments a day, said owner Alan Kohll.
Results typically are sent to patients within 20 to 30 minutes. The testing platform, manufactured by
Quidel, has an emergency use authorization from the Food and Drug Administration. “You’re not losing
much in sensitivity by using the test,” he said.
Federal officials, in fact, have pledged to significantly ramp up the availability of such so-called point-of-
care tests as early as fall.
Currently, the test costs $80. By Monday, Kohll said, the company will have the ability to verify and bill
insurance companies.
The results of antigen tests are reported to and tallied by state and local health departments, said
Gage, the governor’s spokesman.
Kohll said people come to TotalWellness because they want results right away. “That’s the whole point,
is it should be convenient and fast to get the results,” he said.
After all, the quarantine time for the infected and those who come into contact with them isn’t short.
Those who were in direct contact, closer than 6 feet for 15 minutes or longer, with a COVID-19-positive
person are advised to self-quarantine for 14 days, according to guidance from the Douglas County
Health Department.
For those living with someone with the virus who can’t determine their last exposure, the clock runs
out 14 days after the positive person ends their isolation, typically 10 days, for a total of 24 days.
By Julie Anderson
 


NTV: Gov. Ricketts warns of delays getting COVID-19 test results
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — Governor Pete Ricketts says your COVID-19 test results may be delayed.
Ricketts said Quest Labs is averaging between 8.37 and 10.51 days over the past two weeks.
Ricketts said TestNebraska’s average since the program started has been a little over 2.13 days.
"We have seen that our test results have been coming back slower as well with the increase volume
and so forth,” said Ricketts. “Over the last couple of weeks we've been about 3.5 days on average to
get results back. That's longer than what we'd like. We're working to expand capacity in the lab. We're
staffing up. We've got a team looking at how we can reduce the time further."
The governor said, whether you test positive or negative, if you’re experiencing COVID-19 symptoms
you need to stay home.
 


Scottsbluff SH: Morrill County Commissioners pass resolution opposing mandated masks,
other health measures
 
Morrill County Commissioners took a “symbolic gesture” of opposing mandatory directed health
measures during its meeting Thursday. The commissioners have become the latest to add their voices
to those opposed to mandated masks.
Two out of three board members voted to approve a resolution, Morrill County Clerk Kathleen Brandt
said.
Morrill County Commissioner Jeff Metz, who serves as chair of the board, said. “It basically is a symbolic
statement that we recognize the constitution of the state of Nebraska, the U.S. Constitution as, you
know, we are sworn elected officials. We have certain rights that are inalienable and cannot be
infringed upon.”
Quoting the resolution, Metz said, as a county board, the express intent had been to “both encourage
the public to make appropriate virus-related health care decisions for themselves and their families,”
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while also expressing that the board would refrain from “enacting or supporting on the county level”
mandates that “might infringe upon the rights of citizens of Morrill County.” The resolution, in its
entirety, is available on starherald.com.
Panhandle Public Health District Director Kim Engel answered questions about the resolution during the
health district’s daily briefing Thursday.
“It is disappointing to see a resolution like that where during this time we are  really in it together,” she
said. “It is going to take all of us, with the same message, going in the same direction, to get control of
this virus.”
Morrill County is a member of the Panhandle Public Health District, which has had directed health
measures in place since March 30. At that time, Gov. Pete Ricketts put in place directed health
measures that required the closures of schools, moved restaurant lobbies to be closed and other
measures. In the Panhandle, as in the rest of the state, Ricketts enacted the directed health measures
currently in place, used a phased approach. Right now, Morrill County and the 11 other counties are
covered by the PPHD, which is tasked with overseeing the enforcement of the state directed health
measures.
PPHD has had discussions with the governor’s office and been advised that directed health measures
put in place by the state override any measures taken on the county level, Engel said. However, she
expressed concern that the resolution would create confusion for people about the directed health
measures.
Basically, Metz said, the county as a board won’t take any action to put into place or support any mask-
related or other mandatory requirements. In the resolution, the commissioners cite mandatory mask
requirements, mandatory contact tracing, mandatory social distancing, mandatory business
closure/curtailment and restrictions on peaceable assembly among the measures opposed.
“It’s my opinion that some of these rights (afforded by the state and U.S. Constitution) have been
trampled on,” Metz said. “By certain businesses being forced to close or you couldn’t go to church or
gatherings, you know, things like that. I feel it’s a clear violation of the U.S. Constitution."
Mask orders in Douglas County and in Lincoln that Metz said he opposes  generated discussion among
commissioners about passing a resolution. Citizens should be able to choose for themselves whether to
go to church, to wear a mask or to go to a restaurant.
“We’re just saying, leave it up to the folks, you know, the residents of the county to make choices for
themselves,” Metz said.
He said he knows health officials, such as those at PPHD, have “important jobs to do and I appreciate
the work they have done. I just do not think that one size fits all.”
Metz said he feels that citizens in Morrill County have tried to be cautious to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus. The county currently has the second most cases of the coronavirus in the Panhandle.
Currently, Morrill County has six active cases of COVID-19 and has had a total of 64 cases of the virus.
Only Scotts Bluff County has had more cases of COVID-19 in the Panhandle, with 315 total cases
reported as of Thursday.
In July, Morrill County had been cited as one of the state’s largest growth centers over a two-week
period. With 4,600 people in Morrill County, Dr. Mark Rupp, chief of the infectious disease division at
the University of Nebraska Medical Center, compared case numbers to Douglas County experiencing
hundreds of new cases daily, according to the Omaha World-Herald. Over an approximately two-week
period from June 24 to July 3, Morrill County had 36 positive cases of the coronavirus, according to
figures on PPHD’s website, pphd.org.
A rodeo held over the July 4 weekend was also cited as a community exposure site after at least one
person who attended the event, tested positive for the coronavirus and health officials said the person
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had not socially distanced or wore a mask while attending various activities at the event.
Fortunately, Engel said, no other cases were tied to the event. She said that announcing community
exposure sites is only done when officials are unable to identify all persons who were potentially
exposed as a cautionary measure for people who attended the event to monitor for symptoms as they
may have been exposed.
Bridgeport Public School district was one of the first schools to close in March, when four students and
a teacher quarantined after a student from another high school tested positive at the girls state
basketball tournament. The district closed before Ricketts’ health measure required school closures. As
school is set to re-open, the district won’t require masks and is leaning on social distancing to prevent
the spread of COVID-19, according to its re-opening plans.
On the county level, Morrill County Commissioners continued to meet in-person, at a time when many
boards moved to online meetings, and most of its county offices remained opened. Only two offices
moved to taking appointments for a short-period of time, Metz told the Star-Herald.
Metz said Morrill County Commissioners modeled the resolution after a similar resolution passed by
Goshen County Commissioners earlier this month. In Wyoming, some directed health measures there
that affect businesses remain more stringent, with restaurants required to enforce spacing, limiting
parties to six or fewer and even cleaning guidelines.
The Morrill County board has a history of passing similar resolutions on issues. In January, the Morrill
County Commissioners adopted a motion opposing red flag laws and declaring itself a sanctuary
county. Some other boards followed, including the Scotts Bluff County Commissioners.
“Like most resolutions at the county level, they’re just statements or issues that we support, like
supporting local law enforcement or livestock-friendly programs,” Metz said. “You know, they really
don’t have much teeth. There isn’t any teeth attached to a resolution like this. It’s just a symbolic
statement of support for the residents of the county.”
The Star-Herald reached out to Morrill County Commissioner Susanna Batterman, who did vote to
oppose the resolution and is a member of the board of health that oversees PPHD. The Star-Herald also
reached out to Gov. Pete Ricketts for comment and heard from a representative of his office, but had
not yet received comment as of publication.
By Maunette Loeks
 


Imperial Republican: Covid Cases Continue To Keep Health District Busy
 
 In the past seven days the Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department (SWNPHD) has been notified
of 11 more people who have tested positive for COVID-19.
    New cases include the following:
    • One Chase County resident: a male in his 60s, related to travel.
    • Two Perkins County residents: a male in his teens and a female in her 80s, both related to direct
contact.
    • Five Keith County residents: a male in his 60s and a female in her 30s related to direct contact, a
female in her 40s and a female in her 60s both related to travel, and a female in her 50s related to
community spread.
    • One Hitchcock County resident: a male in his 30s, related to direct contact with another confirmed
case of COVID-19.
    • One Furnas County resident: a male in his 50s related to direct contact.
    • One Red Willow County resident: a female in her 60s related to community spread.
    These cases bring the total to 90 confirmed COVID-19 cases, according to Myra Stoney, Health







Director at SWNPHD.  
    Of those 90 cases, 54 people have recovered.
    The district has recorded eight deaths in all due to COVID-19 in its nine-county area, most of which
were reported last week in this newspaper.
    “The higher numbers of cases and deaths in the last few weeks highlights the importance of
separating those who are sick from the rest of the public,” said  Melissa Propp, RN Public Health Nurse.
 
    “Please stay home if you have any symptoms—don’t wait until you feel ‘sick enough’ to stay home. It
doesn’t take severe symptoms to pass it on,” she added.
    Friday’s statewide report from DHHS showed Nebraska had an increase of 1,893 cases since the July
31 report. Cases grew to 28,104, but 20,333 have recovered.
    During the past week, 13 new COVID-19 related deaths were recorded in the state for a total of 345.
Perkins County numbers
    While the COVID-19 outbreak in the Golden Ours Convalescent Home in Grant has slowed, two more
positive tests came back last week—one resident and one employee.
    Perkins County Health Services CEO Neil Hilton said the employee case was confirmed on Aug. 4
while the resident’s case, a woman in her 80s, was confirmed Aug. 7.
    He said the resident remains at Golden Ours in a wing dedicated to COVID-19 patients.
    Hilton said all 14 residents in Golden Ours and 10 in Park Ridge assisted living were tested early last
week.
    He was hopeful all 24 would come back negative—23 of
To read more go to: https://etypeservices.com/Imperial%20RepublicanID359/
By Russ Pankonin and Jan Schultz


LJS: Lancaster County confirms 31 new COVID-19 cases
 
Lancaster County health officials confirmed 31 new cases of coronavirus but no new deaths on
Thursday. 
The new COVID-19 cases raised the overall total to 3,415, including 1,518 documented recoveries since
the pandemic began, the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported.
Lancaster County's death toll remained at 19. 
Lincoln hospitals cared for 13 COVID-19 patients, down slightly from Wednesday. Of those, four
patients resided in Lancaster County. Three of the 13 patients needed a ventilator, the department said
in a news release. 
With the new cases, the county remained on pace for a third straight week of declining new cases, but
the county also remained on pace to have its third straight week of declining new tests.
By Riley Johnson
 


AP: Omaha-area schools report COVID-19 cases days after opening
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Schools in the Omaha area are reporting new cases of the coronavirus just days
after opening classes to in-person attendance during a global pandemic.
Officials with Millard Public Schools disclosed two confirmed cases this week at the district’s Reagan
Elementary School, while Ralston Public Schools also sent notice of a confirmed case in its Blumfield
Elementary School, the Omaha World-Herald reported.
The Millard district opened classrooms on Monday and has been on a staggered attendance system this
week, with a quarter of its students attending each day. The district was set to bring back all students
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who have chosen in-person learning by next week, but Superintendent Jim Sutfin acknowledged that
could change, given the new virus cases. Sutfin said he might decide to divide high school students into
two groups who would attend classes in person every other day.
Blumfield Elementary Principal Casey Knight informed parents Wednesday that a person who was
involved with the pre-kindergarten classroom but who is not a student had tested positive for the virus.
The notice came a day after Ralston schools opened to students. Ralston is also on a staggered
attendance system, with students divided into two groups and attending school on alternate days.
Both districts said that the people infected and those who have been in close contact with them have
been told to self-quarantine, and both schools where the infections were reported were being deep-
cleaned.
Nebraska continues to see new virus cases reported daily. The seven-day rolling average of daily new
cases in Nebraska decreased from 281 new cases per day as of July 29 to about 265 new cases per day
as of Aug. 12. However, the seven-day daily average of COVID-19 deaths over the past two weeks has
increased, to 2.71 deaths per day as of Aug. 12, from 1.57 deaths per day as of July 29.
 


OWH: Building walls, buying robots: Douglas County Jail scrambles to contain coronavirus
outbreak
 
A surge of coronavirus cases at the Douglas County Jail has Corrections Director Mike Myers pulling out
all the stops, from building walls to buying robots.
In the past 10 days, positive tests for COVID-19 have skyrocketed 61% among corrections officers. In
just the past three days, the number of units with inmates who have the coronavirus has doubled, from
three to six.
That has Myers trying to batten down the hatches by:


·         Bringing in disinfecting robots that look like rolling space heaters. Myers plans on spending
$500,000 from the federal coronavirus relief bill on the UV-dispensing robots, normally used in
hospitals, to try to disinfect everything from clothing to holding areas to transport vehicles.


·         Hiring contractors to build temporary walls to create zones for when staff members enter and
exit sections of the jail.


·         Informing court officials that it isn’t safe to transport inmates right now. In turn, Douglas
County District Judge Horacio Wheelock issued an order Thursday barring any transfer of
inmates from the jail to the courthouse through Aug. 28.


“Bottom line, from what we’re hearing, it’s getting bad at the jail,” Wheelock said.
Myers didn’t disagree but said officials are working hard to try to contain the virus among the 1,150
inmates housed in the state’s largest county jail. In the five months since the pandemic began, 66
inmates have tested positive — and most have had mild symptoms. One inmate has been hospitalized
and has since recovered, Myers said. The jail long has had protocols under which staff wear protective
gowns, masks and face shields; inmates wear masks; and incoming inmates are quarantined to ensure
that they don’t have symptoms.
Despite that, Myers said, he’s certain that the overall positive rate is higher than the numbers show.
The jail had walled off three units where inmates tested positive. Then came this week. Three more
inmates tested positive — all from different units. At least one of the inmates was in an open-barracks
unit.
That prompted Myers to do some “serious musical chairs” — transferring inmates who had not been
exposed to the top level of the unit and those who had been exposed to the bottom level. He then had
contractors build walls that require staff to go through a three-step process of putting on protection
and disinfecting before entering and leaving the unit.
As of Thursday evening, 208 inmates — 18% of those in jail — were in some form of an isolated unit,







being monitored to see if they develop symptoms.
“We kept our bubble intact for a long time,” Myers said. “And when it popped, it popped.”
As with the recent increase of cases in the Omaha area, Myers said, corrections officers have seen the
bulk of their positive tests in the past month. On Aug. 4, officials counted 57 employees who had tested
positive in the five previous months. In the 10 days since, 35 more employees have tested positive,
Myers said.
The last few months, three corrections officers have been hospitalized. So far, none have required
ventilators. The vast majority of the officers have had mild symptoms and have quarantined at home.
Fortunately, Myers said, they have recovered and come back to work about the time that someone else
has gone home.
Rumors began to swirl that the county would tap sheriff’s deputies to fill in for quarantining corrections
officers. But Myers said he has been able to avoid that by instead temporarily ending work-release and
community-based programs to bring “all hands on deck.”
Myers praised the jail workers’ resilience. The jail has about 370 corrections officers — 25% of them
have tested positive.
“Between the pandemic and the civil unrest, if you find a year more difficult for corrections in the past
100 years, I’d be interested in hearing what that was,” he said. “To keep coming to work like this is
something that deserves recognition. They’re keeping the facility safe. They’re keeping the community
safe, even while three of their own have gone to the hospital.
By Todd Cooper
 


LJS: Legislature approves big property tax relief, state investment package
 
The Legislature handed commanding 41-4 approval Thursday to a huge compromise proposal
constructed around increased property tax relief after rejecting a last-ditch effort to wait until senators
could gauge the growing economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic.
Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha attempted to apply the brakes to the proposal (LB1107), arguing that the
Legislature could make a wiser decision when it convenes in January for the 2021 legislative session.
At issue is the commitment of hundreds of millions of dollars to fund local property tax relief, a new
business development tax incentives program and a $300 million pledge to help fund creation of a
proposed national pandemic response center at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
"We are facing unprecedented times," Wayne argued. "My issue is the timing of what we are doing."
But Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, chairwoman of the Legislature's Revenue Committee and the
driving force behind the legislative package, noted that Appropriations Committee Chairman John
Stinner of Gering had helped forge the final agreement with an eye focused on protecting the state's
budgeting capacity.
"If he thought this was impossible, he wouldn't have joined" in fashioning the proposal, Linehan said. 
The package is built around creation of a new program that would initially deliver $125 million in
property tax relief through state income tax cuts with that commitment of state funding rising to $375
million no later than 2025.
In addition, 70% of casino gambling revenue generated in Nebraska would be delivered to property tax
relief if voters approve a gambling initiative at the general election in November.  
Also included in the legislative package is incremental funding for a new business tax incentive program
that could cost $150 million in its fifth year and the pledge of $300 million in state funding for the
ambitious $2.6 billion project at the Medical Center campus in Omaha.
The Medical Center project depends on federal designation of UNMC as the national pandemic







response center.
The property tax component of the agreement begins with relief for about 6% of local school property
taxes paid, rising to an estimated 18% in the fifth year.
That new program will be in addition to the current $275 million in property tax relief currently
provided by the state's property tax credit cash fund. 
Growing economic losses and challenges flowing from the COVID-19 pandemic need to be measured
before the state makes such a large commitment, Wayne said, noting that recent Big Ten cancellation
of the 2020 Husker football season will add to the state's economic losses.
The economic impact of the pandemic means that "people are waking up not knowing how they're
going to feed their kids and pay their mortgage," Wayne said.  
Commitment of this funding now would "put a handcuff on our opportunity to help people," he said.
"My issue is the timing of what we are doing."
Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson told Wayne that "while I share your revenue concerns," agriculture
needs assistance now.
During the debate, Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard praised Madsen's Bowling & Billiards in Lincoln for its
challenge to Lincoln's local health directive requiring employees and patrons to wear masks to guard
against spread of COVID-19.
"This is about control," Erdman said. "Take your masks off, go out and live your life. We're so afraid of
dying that we forgot how to live."
Those remarks prompted a swift tweet by Sen. Matt Hansen of Lincoln: "One of the most uninformed
and reckless speeches I've ever heard on the floor of the Legislature."
Wayne was joined by Sens. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha, Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha and Erdman in
a 4-39 vote to support his motion to shelve the bill.
Voting against enactment of the measure were Sens. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, Steve Halloran of
Hastings, Erdman and Hunt. 
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers approve 'micro-TIF' for homeowners, earlier parole eligibility
 
Nebraska lawmakers passed a final round of bills Thursday before adjourning for the year, including one
that would allow homeowners to postpone an increase in property valuation for doing major
remodeling projects. The bill passed 49-0.
Legislative Bill 1021 was introduced by State Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte, who dubbed it a “micro-
TIF” measure.
TIF, or tax-increment financing, has been used to encourage commercial redevelopment projects in the
past. The mechanism allows developers to pay property taxes on the predevelopment valuation for a
fixed number of years.
LB 1021 would extend a streamlined version of the same process to the repair, rehabilitation or
replacement of homes in counties with fewer than 100,000 residents, as long as the home is at least 60
years old and the remodeling project costs less than $250,000.
Parole eligibility. Prison inmates would become automatically eligible for parole within two years of
their mandatory discharge date under a bill passed 29-11 on Thursday.
LB 1004, introduced by Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, aims to help with the overcrowding of Nebraska
prisons. Inmates now become eligible for parole when they have served half of their minimum
sentence.
The new bill would make them eligible to be considered for parole at whichever date is earlier. Inmates







still would have to go before the Parole Board and win approval to be released.
Become a World-Herald digital subscriber: $3 for 3 months
Workforce housing. Affordable workforce housing development in urban areas would get a $10 million
boost under LB 866, which passed 29-7 on Thursday.
Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha introduced the measure, which also encourages large and medium-size
Nebraska cities to set up a density bonus program for building housing in areas designated as blighted
and substandard.
The urban workforce housing development program would be similar to an existing rural workforce
housing development program. Lawmakers approved a $10 million boost to the rural program earlier in
the session.
Flood mitigation. The State Department of Natural Resources would be required to develop a statewide
flooding mitigation plan and local plastic bag bans would be prohibited under a bill passed 46-0 on
Thursday.
LB 632, introduced by Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango, incorporated several other bills.
Among them is one that would limit the amount that utilities can charge for disconnecting and
reconnecting customers. The bill also would help people keep utilities hooked up if they need the
utilities to prevent an illness or disability from getting worse.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Senators offer advice as they depart the Legislature
 
Lincoln Sen. Kate Bolz is one of six senators leaving the Legislature after this year, and she was the first
in line Thursday to deliver her goodbye speech. 
Senators gave eight years' worth of advice to their peers, and lots of thanks to family, staff and
constituents. Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, who is leaving after 46 years and two terms in this
stretch, did not choose to do a speech. 
"So much of public service is choosing your words and choosing your battles," Bolz said, "but today,
colleagues, I speak to you from my heart."  
Under the glass on her desk, she said, there is a piece of paper with four names written with a black
Sharpie: 
Juan, Jorge, Curtis, Andrea.
They are the victims of an 11-day killing spree in 2013 carried out when 26-year-old Nikko Jenkins was
released from solitary confinement in a Nebraska prison after warning for months he would kill if
released without mental health treatment or a mental health commitment.
He killed Juan Uribe-Pena and Jorge Cajiga-Ruiz randomly as they sat in their car. He shot Curtis
Bradford in a garage and Andrea Kruger in the street. 
"Those names are there to remind me how important our work is. It literally can save lives," Bolz said. 
She served on the Department of Correctional Services Special Oversight Committee that was
prompted by the Jenkins case and that uncovered deep problems in the department.
It was important work, tedious and politically fraught, and that work still isn't done, she said. But
progress has been made in her eight years in the Legislature. 
Those names, those lives, remind her to focus on the ideas that are bigger than politics, her district and
her, she told senators. 
"What's written in Sharpie on your desk?" she said. 
Those bigger ideas senators could serve are justice, fairness, compassion, their neighbors, she said.
"Whatever it is, make it your North Star. Write it in permanent ink.
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"I want to leave you with this sincere request," she said. "Don't worship the false god of politics. Don't
sacrifice at the altar of leverage. … And don't tell yourself that the ends justify the means and then ask
yourself for forgiveness. We've seen too much of this. We've gone too far."
She asked the senators to strive for big ideals, justice, integrity and what's best for Nebraskans. 
"Because your work matters. It matters to every school kid and every hospital patient, to every truck
driver and every basketball coach. It matters to every farm, village, city and suburb.
"Please believe that when your striving is in the name of service, not political gain, when your work is in
the name of others and not your own ego, when your efforts are to make the lives of your constituents
better, your efforts matter and are not in vain."
Omaha Sen. Sara Howard left senators with five pieces of advice: 
* Be resilient: When you fall, get up, dust off and get back to work. You are far stronger than you know. 
* Keep your good humor: It will break the tension. And leave disagreements in the chamber. Don't take
them home. Don't put them on social media. 
* Take care of yourself and each other: Each person here brings their own unique brand of magic, and
all progress moves at the speed of the trust people have for one another. 
* Focus on the work: Learn how to count votes. Stay close to the process and debate in good faith. Be a
workhorse and not a show horse. 
* Be intentional about the institution: Traditions are only as strong as the people who are willing to
participate in them. Keep having conversations about what it means to uphold the highest values. 
Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue said a critical lesson she learned was to build as many personal
relationships with as many senators as possible. 
"Respect and productive relationships flow from friendship and trust," she said. 
Seek to follow the better angels of your nature and bring to life the lofty ideals that the artists have so
beautifully memorialized in the Capitol, Crawford pointed out. From the angels of virtue in the Rotunda
to the representations of justice in the chamber, to the symbolism of the heritage throughout. Those
ideals are owed to those who came before, and the diversity of the people who are served, she said.
And seek to live up to the ideals of a nonpartisan, unicameral legislature. 
Sen. Rick Kolowski of Omaha, who spent 41 years in an education career before coming to the
Legislature, found joy this session in that former work by spending time with middle school students
from Prairie Hill School on their climate change resolution.  
He looked around at the Plexiglas and barriers senators have had to deal with in the past 17 days and
recognized this as a challenging and even dangerous time.
"It's a issue that we must meet and overcome in our future. Keep goals alive that are meaningful, and
mean so much to us in all, that we've been able to accomplish," Kolowski said. 
Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk was the most emotional as he spoke to senators and thanked his wife
and family. 
When he first considered running for speaker four years ago, he heard that long-time Clerk of the
Legislature Patrick O'Donnell might be retiring. He had to know O'Donnell would be there if he was
elected speaker, because he would need someone who knew what he was doing. He didn't want to put
the institution in the position of being run by two inexperienced leaders, he said. 
"It's been a wonderful eight years," he said.
While he didn't have any golden advice how to live life within the Legislature, he said, he did share
these thoughts. 
These bills senators introduce are not their own; they are for people or groups or institutions outside
the Legislature, and meant to improve the state. And there's always more that senators could do, and
more they should have done," he said. 







Scheer has been in elected office since 1978, beginning with the Norfolk School Board, then mayor and
state Board of Education before the Legislature. 
"My time here is over. This has been the best thing I have ever been involved with," he said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


LJS: People celebrate tenure of Sen. Ernie Chambers on Capitol steps
 
It was a surprise party that had to wait a few hours because the man to be celebrated was busy taking
the last of his term-limited time to draw out voting on bills Thursday afternoon.
"Because I wasn't informed of this happening," Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers told the group gathered on
the north steps of the Capitol, "I was on the floor of the Legislature doing what it was my job to do."
Educating, slowing things down, offering up words of wisdom or criticism. On this his last day, his goal
was to determine how things were going to go and say the things he wanted to say. Or to be like the
death angel at Passover, and let a bill proceed without a visit from the spirit of extended debate.
But when he finally showed up, they cheered, and shouted their love for the 46-year veteran of the
Legislature. And held up thank-you signs and Fight for Justice signs. One man even had what appeared
to be an old reelection sign that read: "Friends of North Omaha Support Ernie Chambers State
Legislature."
"I do appreciate your being here, but when it comes to celebrations and gatherings, that is not my
strong suit or my long suit," he said. "Most of what I've done during my life has been me and my
shadow."
Chambers, 83, said what he got from his reading of the Bible when he was young is that he has an
obligation to do what he thinks is right, no matter what anybody else said or did.
"And throughout my life, as I got older, I understood that for various reasons people were afraid to do
what they said they believed," he said.
It wasn't necessarily that they were evil or hypocritical but they had so much to lose if they did what
they believed, he told the group. Or they just didn't have the strength to do it.
Former Sen. David Landis showed up to the celebration and Chambers acknowledged his old friend.
"I paid attention to him. He was one of the most thoughtful people while he was there," Chambers said.
"And even when it was only me, David would stand up and speak for what was right, not what the
majority were saying."
Landis thought everybody had a right to be heard and it was not good to change the rules to stifle one
man, knowing it would work against them, anyway, Chambers said.
Anybody born of a man and a woman is his sister or brother, he told the crowd.
"To the extent that it can be possible, I am my brother's and my sister's keeper," he said. "And that has
guided me. It has not failed me. It has led me to help people who later on stabbed me in the back. And
when time came and they needed help, I would help them again."
But the next time he would help them, he said he assured his longtime legislative aide Cynthia
Grandberry, he would do it with his back to the wall.
If everyone would turn against him, he said, there's one friend he would always have, the one deep
inside of him.
"And that friend is a hard taskmaster who knows me," he said. "In order for me to have peace of mind, I
have to keep peace with what's inside of me."
Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks, in a tribute to Chambers on Wednesday on the floor of the
Legislature, said he was a teacher, philosopher, poet, advocate, theologian, protector of children,
agitator and an indomitable force.







Illustrated by the T-shirts and jeans he wears in Legislature and everywhere else, he is the consummate
common man, she said.
He was the first to stand for Black lives in the Legislature and one of the first there to fight to close the
liquor stores in Whiteclay by suggesting the revocation of liquor licenses.
"His entire 46-year mission was for the least, the last and the lost," she said.
Thank you, Senator Chambers, Pansing Brooks said, for being true to you.
"You have been irascible, aggravating, impossible and mind-boggling. You have followed the mission of
Finley Peter Dunne, a 1898 writer who suggested the need to 'comfort the afflicted and afflict the
comfortable.' You have also been powerful, gentle, inspiring, compassionate, kind and, yes, loving.
"In short, you have been exactly what Nebraska has needed for 46 years."
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: Overwhelming number of UNL professors surveyed say: Stay in Big Ten
 
About 90% of University of Nebraska-Lincoln professors who took an online survey Wednesday
expressed support for staying in the Big Ten Conference.
UNL Faculty Senate President Nicole Buan said Thursday that about 400 professors had responded to
the survey.
The Huskers’ membership in the Big Ten became an issue for some Nebraskans when the conference
decided this week against playing football this fall because of the coronavirus pandemic. Husker coach
Scott Frost and others said their football team had taken appropriate precautions and still wanted to
play games.
The UNL Faculty Senate’s executive committee decided to see how professors felt about the Big Ten.
Buan said other than citing the results, she would have nothing more to say about it, especially with NU
leaders saying Thursday morning that UNL “is a fully committed member of the Big Ten Conference.”
The two-paragraph statement issued by NU President Ted Carter and UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green
acknowledged that this was a disappointing week for the Huskers. They went on to say that they “look
forward to the day when we can cheer on our student-athletes .”
The Big Ten includes some of the nation’s academic powerhouses, including Michigan, Wisconsin and
Ohio State.
By Rick Ruggles
 


LJS: Unemployment filings continue to decline in Nebraska
 
Initial filings for unemployment continued their downward trend in Nebraska.
According to the U.S. Department of Labor, 2,640 Nebraskans filed initial claims in the week that ended
Sunday, down 306 from the previous week. Initial claims have fallen for three straight weeks and are
now down nearly 90% from their peak in late March, but they are still more than three times higher
than they were before the coronavirus pandemic started.
Continuing claims, which are a better gauge of overall job market conditions, fell by more than 8,700 to
37,643 for the week ending Aug. 1.
Nationally, initial claims fell below 1 million for the first time in more than four months. Claims were
down about 228,000 from the previous week to 963,000.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Naval officer who worked at StratCom charged with leaking secrets to Russian
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A Navy chief petty officer who formerly worked at U.S. Strategic Command faces court-martial in
Virginia on charges that he leaked classified information to a Russian national, Navy officials disclosed
Thursday.
Chief Petty Officer Charles T. Briggs served as an information systems technician at Offutt Air Force
Base from April 2018 to July 2019, according to Navy documents. He has been held since August 2019
at a Navy brig in Virginia near his last duty station at Naval Medical Center Portsmouth.
Briggs is accused of sending an email containing classified information to a Russian national “with
reason to believe the information could be used to injure the United States or benefit a foreign nation”
while working at Offutt in January 2019, according to a charge sheet.
Other charges include:


·         Relaying U.S. national defense information to a Russian national from October 2018 to January
2019.


·         Obstructing justice by telling the Russian national about an ongoing investigation into their
relationship in January and February 2019.


·         Failing to disclose on a security clearance questionnaire about whether he had maintained a
“close and continuing relationship” with a noncitizen.


·         Lying on a leave-request form by falsely claiming he would be staying in Nebraska during an 11-
day leave in late 2018.


·         Violating a general regulation by failing to report a monthlong trip to Serbia in December 2018.
·         Failing to report connections to Italian and Russian nationals.
·         Possession of and attempting to view child pornography.


Briggs, who is originally from Wisconsin, enlisted in the Navy in October 1998. If convicted, he could
face up to 64 years of confinement and a dishonorable discharge.
A trial date hasn’t yet been set, a Navy Region Mid-Atlantic spokeswoman said.
StratCom officials referred questions to the Navy. Briggs’ civilian attorney, Frank J. Spinner, couldn’t be
reached for comment.
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska lawmakers navigated a difficult session
 
The Nebraska Legislature’s 2020 “short session” ended Thursday. Its main accomplishment was the
practical compromise reached on property tax relief and business incentives.
A strong majority of lawmakers sent a much-needed message to the public by refusing to surrender to
political division and stalemate. The compromise forged agreement on doable property tax relief and a
measured approach to business incentives.
Such action well served the state, not least given the alternatives: gridlock; a wide-ranging school aid
revamp and property tax approach that never had anywhere close to enough votes; or frantic last-
minute efforts to maintain the status quo, which meant dismissing any property tax efforts and ignoring
the need for a business incentives revamp and support for a major project at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center.
Some lawmakers left the session quite frustrated, it’s true. (The 2020 session is by no means unusual
on that score.) A small number of rural senators demanded far more property tax relief. Urban
progressives said it was unfair and harmful not to take additional action to address needs related to
COVID-19.
But two powerful obstacles stood in the way: Not nearly enough votes. And not nearly enough time.
As it was, the Legislature did about as well as could be expected, given the central challenges senators







faced: The wide divergence in views and philosophy separating lawmakers. The complexity of the
issues. And the complications created by the virus, which split the 60-day session in three segments
and left lawmakers with only 19 days to decide remaining issues when they reconvened on July 20.
Gov. Pete Ricketts has a particular obligation now to exercise his veto power with the utmost discretion
and responsibility. Because the Legislature reached the 60-day limit and had to adjourn for the year,
Ricketts can veto any bill he likes and lawmakers will have no opportunity to vote on a possible
override. The governor must be mindful not to come across as abusing his advantage due to this
unusual situation caused by the virus.
This year’s session provided lessons for the Legislature as it looks to the 90-day “long session” coming
up in January. Three examples:
» The need for bridge-builders. Term limits unfortunately are pushing out some capable lawmakers
who fill a vital role by promoting consensus-building and defending the Legislature’s operations against
partisan power plays. Returning members must step up and defend constructive dialogue and
responsible legislative operations.
» Honest differences, yes; Congress-style behavior, no. The political spectrum in the Legislature is huge,
and the appetite of many lawmakers for fierce rhetoric is keen. The political differences are honest
ones. But state senators must not allow their differences to harden into contempt for each other.
Otherwise the Legislature will go the way of Congress, where grandstanding and stalemate too often
prevail over sound legislating.
» Consensus on rules. Disagreements over rules are nothing new at the Legislature, but senators would
benefit next year from a focused effort to work out broad agreement on rules, to lessen complaints and
frustration.
The Nebraska Legislature can accomplish much if senators understand the ingredients for effective
lawmaking.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Closer look reveals major flaws in Legislature's 'grand compromise'
 
As Nebraska legislators worked to pass a “grand compromise” regarding property tax relief, business
tax breaks and funding for a future University of Nebraska project, many in the body, including some
who would ultimately vote for the measure, expressed significant concerns about the state’s ability to
fund the bill’s provisions.
Looking at the projected costs of the package, which provides property tax “relief” through a
refundable income tax credit, grants hundreds of millions of dollars in corporate welfare and sets aside
another $300 million for the University of Nebraska project, it is easy to see why they were concerned:
Over the next 11 years, these pieces will combine to cost the state $4.6 billion, Department of Revenue
data show.
That is a significant hole for future legislators to have to dig out of, especially since the plan is to be
paid for using one-time funds and revenue projections that are speculative at best. If the Legislature
had actually held a hearing on the 150-page bill instead of handing it to senators a mere 24 hours
before they had to vote on it, there may have been an opportunity to do more than just cross our
fingers and hope optimism surrounding future revenues is not misplaced. Given that we are currently in
the middle of a global pandemic and record economic downturn, there is ample reason to question
that optimism.
This potential fiscal hit with little offsetting revenue means Nebraska is entering terrain similar to what
our southern neighbor encountered when it passed income tax cuts in 2012 and 2013. The Kansas tax
cuts, which also lacked significant offsetting revenue, devastated the state’s economy and led to nine







rounds of budget cuts over four years. The wreckage included crumbling roads, school years ending
early because of low funds and wait lists for disability services that were several years long.
The “Kansas Experiment” finally ended when lawmakers, facing a nearly $900 million budget gap, rolled
back the bulk of the cuts in 2017. Some legislators who supported the tax cuts were ousted amid the
fallout.
While the structure of Nebraska’s plan may keep the revenue loss from being as immediate as Kansas
saw, the fiscal damage will likely rise to similar scope as Legislative Bill 1107’s costs grow and the one-
time funds end. This means future lawmakers may be forced to pay for LB 1107 by cutting key services
like education or by raising other taxes and fees.
In the end, the grandest compromise to come from this deal likely won’t be the bipartisan support it
had in passing, but rather the compromises future state legislators will face as fiscal reality takes hold
and cuts to education, health care, infrastructure and other vital services become unavoidable.
Renee Fry is executive director of the OpenSky Policy Institute, a Lincoln-based think tank focusing on
Nebraska state issues.
 


LJS Editorial, 8/14: Postponement of football will hurt, but is right amid pandemic
 
For 128 consecutive years, the University of Nebraska has played a football game in Lincoln. For 57
straight seasons, Memorial Stadium has been filled to capacity with fans
Sadly, with the Big Ten Conference’s Tuesday decision not to play fall sports, those streaks will come to
an end in 2020
For about 24 hours, speculation ran rampant that Nebraska would go “rogue”  and try to put together a
season outside the conference and even leave the Big Ten -- an idea embraced by legions of “football
over all” Husker fans.
Thursday, however, UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green and NU President Ted Carter shot down that
ridiculous notion, wisely confirming that Nebraska is a “fully committed member of the Big Ten
Conference,” noting that the alliance is academic as well as athletic.
Nebraska, and its fans, wanted to play football and volleyball this fall, arguing that it could keep its
athletes safe from the coronavirus before, during and after competitions, perhaps more so than if they
rejoined the general student body that will return to campus this month.
The Big Ten, however, agreed with Commissioner Kevin Warren, saying that there is too much
uncertainty about playing during the pandemic and that the amateur athletes deserve to be fully
protected from any risk. Unstated, there are rightful liability concerns if an athlete would contract
COVID-19 and become seriously ill or die.
So erring on the side of caution won out, leaving Husker fans at home to, perhaps, watch games from
the SEC, ACC and Big 12 on television -- assuming those leagues indeed play.
That’s not an outcome anyone wanted. But the national inability to, after five months, contain the
coronavirus made calling off the games nearly inevitable.
Nebraska’s desire to play was as much economic as competitive. Nebraska Athletics stands to lose
upward of $60 million this year, an amount that would have been reduced if not eliminated had
football been played. Lincoln will also take an economic hit from losing the football weekends that
bring tens of thousands to the city to spend tens of millions.
In 2014, the UNL Bureau of Business Research studied the spending of fans who attended the games
that year, finding that they generated just over $5 million per game. Adjusted for inflation, in 2020, that
number would have been $5.5 million per game.
The original 2020 Nebraska schedule had seven home games, which would have generated upwards of







$38.5 million in spending. The pandemic-adjusted slate of five games would have dropped that amount
to $27.5 million. Tuesday’s no-sports decision zeroed it out.
That nearly $40 million loss will largely be taken by hotels, bars and restaurants, businesses hit the
hardest by the coronavirus pandemic. But it won’t, as some have maintained, devastate the multibillion
dollar local economy.
The biggest hit from the decision will be to the state’s psyche. Husker football is the great, perhaps
only, unifier in Nebraska, and a source of much of the state’s pride.
But football is now gone for four more months, and there’s nothing we can do but sit here and hate
it.   
 


LJS Local View: Helping ag help the world
 
In the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, uncertainty was everywhere. Would the virus spread, and
where? What did this mean for day-to-day life? Pretty quickly, that uncertainty showed up at our
grocery stores. We saw partially-empty shelves as people panicked and stocked up on food.
Today, while much uncertainty remains, our grocery store shelves are full again. Thanks to its
thousands of essential workers putting their own health and lives on the line, America’s food supply
chain has held up.
America’s farmers are at the beginning of that supply chain, including our Nebraska producers ranking
us among the top five agricultural states in the nation. Here in Nebraska, where agriculture is our No. 1
economic sector, our farmers and ranchers have never missed a beat delivering agricultural products,
even during these tumultuous times. I’m so grateful for their efforts.
But COVID-19 is not the only challenge facing our country or our agricultural communities. A changing
climate, with its unpredictable precipitation, rising heat and stronger extreme weather events, brings
another level of uncertainty to America.
It’s time for Congress to enact legislation that will combat climate change. We depend on Nebraska’s
producers to contribute to producing an abundant and safe food supply. Now, there is an opportunity
before Congress for us to count on them to be part of the solution to mitigating climate change. The
point is that they are our nation’s resource stewards on the front lines of this challenge. And yes, their
boots are on the ground every day!
Encouragingly, a bipartisan group of senators and representatives have recently introduced the
Growing Climate Solutions Act. This legislation provides the incentive for farmers and foresters to
engage in climate-smart management practices by helping them to access lucrative carbon credit
markets.
Basically, it will remove technical entry barriers for farmers to get paid for emissions they reduce and
carbon they sequester in the soil. The bill gives farmers technical assistance to develop practices that
are eligible for carbon credits, measure the value of those credits and certify them for trading on the
market.
The bill assigns the U.S. Department of Agriculture the authority to certify knowledgeable third-party
verifiers and technical service providers. Climate-smart management practices also improve soil health.
Healthy soil leads to increased profitability, improved water quality, reduced erosion, healthier crops
and ecosystem benefits. This is all good news for farmers, ranchers, the public and for the planet.
Here in Nebraska, extreme weather events are already affecting us all,  especially our farmers and
ranchers. The "flash drought" of 2012 cost more than a billion dollars of losses to them, followed in
2019 by epic storms and floods costing precious loss of life and livelihoods with yet another estimated
agricultural economic loss in the billions.







The Growing Climate Solutions Act would help farmers and ranchers combat these concerning trends
and reap financial benefits while they improve their stewardship.
Our own Nebraska congressional delegation is already lining up in support of this legislation. Rep. Don
Bacon is a co-introducer of the House bill, and Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, who is co-leader of the House Soil
Health Caucus, has signed on as an original co-sponsor.
Sen. Deb Fischer is presently studying the Senate version of bill intensely. A genuine thank you goes to
our representatives who are seeing Nebraska as being a potential national leader in this effort with
opportunity for our agricultural community to benefit economically.
In July, the Senate Agriculture Committee held a hearing on this legislation. Sen. Debbie Stabenow of
Michigan, the ranking member on the committee and a cosponsor of the Growing Climate Solutions
Act, said, “While farmers are uniquely affected by the climate crisis, they are also a critically important
part of the solution.”
I couldn’t agree more. Even as farmers and ranchers need support of us all to navigate and adapt to our
changing climate, they have huge potential to help prevent/mitigate the worst of the possible changes.
Congress should continue to work together to pass bipartisan legislation that values highly our
agricultural producers’ contributions to feeding America and solving the challenge of climate change.
Bruce Johnson is emeritus professor of agricultural economics, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He is a
volunteer in the Lincoln chapter of Citizens’ Climate Lobby and a member of the Nebraska Elder Climate
Legacy Initiative.
 


OWH: Chuck Hagel will be among Republicans speaking at Democratic convention
 
WASHINGTON — Next week’s Democratic National Convention will feature Republican critics of
President Donald Trump, and one of them should be familiar to Nebraskans.
Former Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., says Trump’s performance in office is a big part of why he’s officially
endorsed presumptive Democratic nominee Joe Biden.
“I think Donald Trump has done great disservice and damage to this country, the institutions of
governance,” he told The World-Herald. “I think he has been corrupt in how he has used his office for
his own personal gains.”
Hagel cited personal behavior such as refusing to release his tax returns and a penchant for insulting
tweets as evidence that Trump has “degraded the office of the presidency.” But he also criticized
Trump’s policies on agriculture, trade, the federal budget deficit and the coronavirus pandemic. He
slammed Trump’s approach to foreign affairs, such as pulling out of international agreements and
pushing to withdraw U.S. troops from Germany.
“How does that enhance our security and our alliances?” Hagel said.
Hagel recently recorded a video in support of Biden to be played during next week’s largely virtual
nominating convention.
He and Biden traveled around the world together during their time in the Senate. And when Biden
served as President Barack Obama’s Vice President, Hagel was the secretary of defense.
“I’ve worked with him and known him closely for over 20 years,” Hagel said. “I know what he’s about. I
know the kind of human being he is. I know the honesty he brings, the competency he brings.”
This isn’t the first time Hagel has crossed the aisle to support a Democrat for office. He backed another
one-time Senate colleague, Nebraska Democrat Bob Kerrey, in his 2012 Senate campaign against
Republican Deb Fischer.
Top GOP officials at the time downplayed the impact of Hagel’s endorsement by noting that he had
alienated many Republicans with his sharp criticism of President George W. Bush’s handling of the Iraq
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War and pointed questioning of Sarah Palin’s fitness to be the 2008 GOP vice presidential nominee.
Fischer went on to win that Senate race by a double-digit margin.
Trump campaign officials did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Hagel’s backing of
Biden, but Nebraska Republican Party Executive Director Ryan Hamilton questioned its effect.
“I am not sure a single individual will be persuaded one way or another by this endorsement,” he said.
“Secretary Hagel is an ex-Obama administration official who has been out step with the party for the
better part of a decade, and Republicans do not look to him for cues.”
While Nebraska is not expected to be competitive overall in the presidential race, the state splits three
of its Electoral College votes by congressional district.
Democrats are hopeful that they can recreate the 2008 “Blue Dot,” in which Obama won the Omaha-
based 2nd District's Electoral College vote.
At the time, Democrats took to calling the city “Obamaha,” and they have recently floated a new Biden-
focused moniker: “Jomaha.”
Nebraska Democrats are also touting poll numbers that suggest that Biden could compete in the state’s
1st District as well.
Hagel’s decision to back Biden seems to track the thinking of John Kasich. Ohio’s former Republican
governor is scheduled to speak during the convention as the Biden campaign seeks to demonstrate
broad appeal.
When it comes to policy, Hagel said he disagrees with Biden in plenty of areas and noted that their
Senate voting records were worlds apart. And although Biden ran as a moderate during the Democratic
primary, Hagel acknowledged that a President Biden would be under pressure from the more liberal
elements of his party to skew hard to the left.
But Hagel said that’s the challenge of governing and that Biden is capable of building a governing
coalition that includes Republicans.
“I don’t know anybody in the political world today who understands that better than Joe Biden, who
has more practice at it, who has had more experience at it than Joe Biden,” he said.
While he served in a Democratic administration and has backed Democrats for office, Hagel said he
remains a registered Republican.
“And I’m hoping that the Republican Party will some day get back to where it was when I joined the
Republican Party and voted for a Republican president and a Republican congressman in 1968 sitting
on top of an armored personnel carrier in Vietnam,” he said. “I’ve seen an erosion of Republican
principles over the years.”
Hagel said the party has lost touch with its roots in fiscal discipline, free trade and international
engagement.
“There is no Republican Party,” he said. “There’s a Trump party. And the Republicans have essentially
enabled Trump to do what he’s done to really damage this country the last 3 1/2 years. That’s, again,
what led me particularly to support Biden. Because I don’t think this country can take another four
years of this guy. Our international standing can’t, our defenses can’t, our relationships can’t, our trade
can’t.”
By Joseph Morton
 


AP: Americans eager for virus aid may have to wait until the fall
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Americans counting on emergency coronavirus aid from Washington may have
to wait until fall.
Negotiations over a new virus relief package have all but ended, with the White House and







congressional leaders far apart on the size, scope and approach for shoring up households, reopening
schools and launching a national strategy to contain the virus.
In related developments Thursday:
The number of laid-off workers applying for unemployment aid fell below 1 million last week for the
first time since the viral pandemic intensified five months ago, yet still remains at a high level. The level
of weekly applications declined to 963,000, signaling that layoffs are slowing.
The presence of new buyers seeking more space combined with a sharp drop in the numbers of homes
on themarket drove home prices to record highs in most parts of the United States, according to an
analysis of housing price data by the Associated Press and Core Logic. The average home price in the
U.S. in May rose 4.2% compared to a year ago.
President Donald Trump's top negotiator, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, tried to revive stalled
talks Wednesday, but House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer
dismissed the overture, saying the Trump administration is still refusing to meet them halfway.
Congressional Republicans are largely sitting out the talks.
With the House and Senate essentially closed, and lawmakers on call to return with 24 hours' notice,
hopes for a swift compromise have dwindled. Instead, the politics of blame have taken hold. All
indications are talks will not resume in full until Congress resumes in September.
For Americans, that means the end of a $600 weekly unemployment benefit that has expired, as has a
federal ban on evictions.
Schools hoping for cash from the federal government to help provide safety measures are left empty-
handed.
States and cities staring down red ink with the shattered economy have few options.
Trump's executive actions appeared to provide a temporary reprieve, offering $300 in jobless benefits
and some other aid if states are willing to meet some requirements. Officials with the Nebraska
Department of Labor said Thursday they were reviewing the order.
However, it could take weeks for those programs to ramp up, and the help is far slimmer thanwhat
Congress was considering. More than 20 million Americans risk evictions, and more are out of work.
Congressional Republicans, who have left the negotiating largely to Democrats, seem satisfied there is
enoughmoney still available from previous aid packages, for now.
Because Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has such cool support from his ranks for any bill,
Democrats are trying to push the White House to go bold. They want to maintain the $600 jobless
benefit and provide nearly $1 trillion to the states and cities, nonstarters for the White House.
Pelosi and Schumer said Democrats have compromised, noting that they dropped their initial $3
trillion-plus proposal by $1 trillion and expect Trump's team to raise its $1 trillion offer by a similar
amount to $2 trillion.
But Mnuchin shot back with his own statement, saying, "The Democrats have no interest in
negotiating."
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TV and Radio
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts vetoes hair discrimination bill
KMTV: Supporters of anti-hair discrimination bill confused by veto
KETV: Advocates push for anti-discrimination bill after Gov. Ricketts vetoes it
KETV: Governor Ricketts signs bill banning dismemberment abortion, vetoes natural hair discrimination
bill
NET: Birx Says Nebraska's Coronavirus Situation Improving, But Caution Still Needed
KLKN: A White House official visits Capitol, approves of mask mandate
WOWT: Dr. Birx: Containing community spread of COVID-19 among asymptomatic groups key for
Nebraska
10/11: White House Coronavirus Task Force doctor visits with Nebraska leaders
KLKN: Lincoln woman tests positive for COVID-19 twice
 
Governor
OWH: Gov. Ricketts vetoes natural hair discrimination bill, signs abortion bill
LJS: Ricketts vetoes racial discrimination bill
KLKN: Governor Ricketts vetoes bill that would ban hair discrimination
LJS: Governor holds anti-abortion bill signing on steps of Capitol
KLKN: Gov. Ricketts signs pro-life bill at a Capitol ceremony
LifeNews: Nebraska Governor Signs Bill Banning Dismemberment Abortions Tearing Babies Limb From
Limb
Christian Post: Nebraska bans dismemberment abortions; procedure not welcomed in ‘civilized society,’
says governor
Scottsbluff SH: Watered-down tax relief bill passes as unicameral sees dramatic, emotional conclusion
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OWH: Gov. Ricketts vetoes natural hair discrimination bill, signs abortion bill
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts, during a rally Saturday, signed into law a bill banning a method of
second-trimester abortion in Nebraska. He also announced that he vetoed a bill that would ban
discrimination against Black people based on their naturally curly hair.
One supporter of the hair bill said she was disappointed and suspicious of the veto of Legislative Bill
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1060.
“It seems like a cop-out to what the real issue is,” said Ashlei Spivey of Omaha, the founder and director
of the group I Be Black Girl, which seeks to help Black women and girls reach their full potential.
Spivey was one of several Black women who supported LB 1060, which sought to expand the definition
of race to protect people from discrimination in the workplace when they wear their hair in natural
styles.
Ricketts, in his veto message, said that he agreed with the goal of the bill but that some hairstyles, such
as locks, braids and twists, are not exclusively worn by one race. He also said the bill would hinder
employers from enacting grooming standards related to safety, such as precautions needed for food
handlers or machinery operators.
The governor said he would work with supporters of LB 1060 to amend the bill and get it passed next
year because “clearly” Black people and others should not be discriminated against in the workplace for
their natural hair.
Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha, who made the bill her priority for the session, said it was
unfortunate that Ricketts never communicated his concerns about the bill. She said she worked with the
Nebraska Attorney General’s Office and others to amend the bill,and felt that the governor’s concerns
had already been addressed.
Cavanaugh, a Democrat, clashed with the Republican governor on other issues this year, including the
state’s COVID-19 testing program.
Spivey said that after she stopped chemically straightening her hair and let it grow out naturally curly
and kinky, she lost her job. Her employer asked, “When are you going to get your other hair back?” she
said. Spivey said she was also told that it was “intimidating” when she wore her hair in braids and twists.
Other women related similar stories during a public hearing on the bill in February.
“This is a time when Nebraska workplaces need to be more inclusive,” Spivey said. At least six other
states have adopted similar laws.
Because LB 1060 was vetoed after the 2020 session adjourned, senators don’t have an opportunity to try
to override the veto.
Ricketts was joined by members of several groups that oppose abortion, including the Nebraska Catholic
Conference, the Nebraska Family Alliance and Nebraska Right to Life, for a rally at the State Capitol.
The groups gathered for the governor’s signing of LB 814, which prohibits an abortion method called
dilation and evacuation. The procedure involves dilating a woman’s cervix and removing the fetus in
pieces. Abortion opponents call the procedure dismemberment abortion.
LB 814’s opponents said they will be exploring potential legal challenges during the three months before
the bill takes effect.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Ricketts vetoes racial discrimination bill
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts handed out a veto Saturday that can't be subject to an override attempt, since the
Legislature is out of session.
Ricketts vetoed a bill (LB1060) that would add to the definition of race in the Nebraska Fair Employment
Practice Act. It says: Race includes, but is not limited to, hair texture and protective hairstyles; and
protective hairstyles includes, but is not limited to hairstyles such as braids, locks, and twists.
Black women have said that in some workplaces, to be accepted, they are expected to wear their hair
more like people with naturally straight hair, said Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh, who introduced the
bill. But getting their hair to look like that involves heat and chemical straightening that can cause
damage and health concerns.
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One woman testified at a hearing for the bill that when her son applied for a job in Sarpy County, he was
told he did a good interview and had good credentials, but to continue in the job process he would need
to cut his dreadlocks.
Ricketts said the new definition of race would apply in all discrimination cases under the act, and covers
features based on mutable characteristics that can't be attributed to one racial group. Hairstyles are
easily changed, he said, and those included in the bill — locks, braids and twists — are not exclusively
worn by one race.
"While I agree with the goal, I object to the form of the bill," he said. "It needs to add protections for
employees based upon their immutable hair texture and to also add protections for employers centered
on health and safety standards."
Employers would be unable to uniformly apply their grooming policies without fear of violating the fair
employment act, he said. And since the changes would apply to state agencies and political subdivisions,
it would preclude law enforcement from being able to maintain longstanding personal grooming policies.
"I am deeply disappointed by Gov. Rickett's decision to veto my priority bill," Cavanaugh said. "This bill
had 15 testifiers in support and none in opposition, no cost to the state, and created important
protections for women of color in the workplace. It is unfortunate that the governor and his office never
reached out with any of his concerns."
Ricketts said there is a need to provide protections for African Americans and others so their
unchangeable hair textures cannot be used as a reason for workplace bias or discrimination.
He is committed to working with the Legislature early in the 2021 session to achieve that, he said, but in
the manner he has put forth.
By JoAnne Young
 


KLKN: Governor Ricketts vetoes bill that would ban hair discrimination
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KMTV) —Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts announced his veto of LB 1060 on Saturday
— a bill that would ban racial discrimination based on protective hairstyles and natural hair textures in
the workplace.
On Aug. 11, the bill passed on Final Reading in the Nebraska Legislature; however, lawmakers aren’t able
to try overriding the governor’s decision as the Legislature is no longer in session.
Gov. Ricketts said in a statement that he agrees with the intent of the bill, but believes that it would add
a new definition of “race” that would apply in all discrimination cases that come up under the Nebraska
Fair Employment Practice Act.
“The bill covers features based on mutable characteristics that are not attributable to one racial group.
While hair type is an immutable characteristic, hairstyles can easily be changed. Additionally, the
hairstyles named in the bill (locks, braids, and twists) are not exclusively worn by one race,” Gov. Ricketts
said in the statement.
The governor said he agrees with the goal of the bill, but that it “needs to add protections for employees
based upon their immutable hair texture and to also add protections for employers centered on health
and safety standards.”
He added that he’s committed to working with the Legislature early in the upcoming session to enact a
statute that will achieve the purpose of the bill in a way that focuses on “immutable race characteristics”
while providing employer flexibility.
Ashlei Spivey, Founder of I Be Black Girl and Equity and Inclusion Officer on the ACLU of Nebraska
Board of Directors issued the following statement following the announcement:
“Racial discrimination in all forms is wrong and it’s deeply disappointing that natural hair discrimination
will remain legal in Nebraska because of the governor’s veto. The bill was supported by the business







community, vetted by both the Attorney General’s office and the Nebraska Equal Opportunity
Commission, and most importantly led by Black Nebraska women. It was a commonsense update to our
state workplace civil rights laws. The need for this protection is urgent and we hope the governor makes
every effort to mitigate the harm of discrimination in the coming months until the bill can be revisited
and passed into law. Above all else, this is a missed opportunity to demonstrate a clear commitment to
making our workplaces more inclusive and safer for all Nebraskans. Everyone should consider that a
loss.“
Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh, who sponsored the bill, said the following in a statement:
“I am deeply disappointed by Governor Rickett’s decision to veto my priority bill. I worked with many
community stakeholders, the NEOC, and the Attorney General’s office to ensure that the intent of the
bill was fully realized. This bill had 15 testifiers in support and none in opposition, no cost to the state,
and created important protections for women of color in the workplace. It is unfortunate that the
Governor and his office never reached out with any of his concerns. The concerns outlined in the
Governor’s letter about LB1060 were addressed in the committee hearing and again on the floor of the
legislature after several hours of debate.”
Read Gov. Ricketts’ full statement on the decision below.
Dear Mr. President and Members of the Legislature:
I am returning LB 1060 without my signature and with my objections. I agree with the intent of LB 1060
to protect people against racial discrimination.
LB 1060 would add a new definition of “race” that would apply in all discrimination cases arising under
the Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act. The new definition would state “race includes, but is not
limited to, hair texture and protective hairstyles; and protective hairstyles includes, but is not limited to,
hairstyles such as braids, locks, and twists.”
The bill covers features based on mutable characteristics that are not attributable to one racial group.
While hair type is an immutable characteristic, hairstyles can easily be changed. Additionally, the
hairstyles named in the bill (locks, braids, and twists) are not exclusively worn by one race.
While I agree with the goal, I object to the form of the bill. It needs to add protections for employees
based upon their immutable hair texture and to also add protections for employers centered on health
and safety standards.
As written, the bill fails to provide health or safety exceptions for employers. For example, employees
who work in food service or around heavy machinery are often required to wear their hair a certain
length or tie back or cover their hair in order to ensure their safety, as well as the health and safety of
the public.
Under LB 1060, an employer would be unable to uniformly apply its grooming policies without fear of
violating the Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act. Additionally, since the changes in LB 1060 will
apply to state agencies and political subdivisions, it will preclude law enforcement agencies across the
state from being able to maintain long-standing personal grooming policies.
Clearly, there is a need to provide appropriate protections for African Americans and others so that their
unchangeable hair textures cannot be used as a reason for bias or discrimination in the workplace. I am
committed to working with the Legislature to enact a statute early in the upcoming session that will
achieve this important purpose but in a manner that focuses on immutable race characteristics and
provides employer flexibility.
For these reasons, I vetoed LB 1060. Given that the Legislature has adjourned sine die, I filed the vetoed
bill with the Nebraska Secretary of State.
Sincerely,
Pete Ricketts
Governor







By Macy Meyer
 


LJS: Governor holds anti-abortion bill signing on steps of Capitol
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts signed an anti-abortion bill Saturday on the steps of the Capitol, giving props to eight
state senators while a crowd of 200 cheered them on.
Ricketts did the public signing for a bill (LB814) that prohibits a dilation-and-evacuation procedure that
the bill calls "dismemberment abortion" on a living fetus. The bill makes it a felony for a medical
professional to perform the procedure anywhere in Nebraska, punishable by up to two years in prison
and/or a fine of $10,000.
Throughout the signing ceremony, protesters could be heard shouting "murderer" at Ricketts for his
financial participation in restoring the death penalty in Nebraska, which the Legislature repealed,
through an initiative petition campaign. He also supported the execution of Carey Dean Moore,
sentenced to death for killing two Omaha cab drivers. Moore was killed by lethal injection two years ago
this month.
Ricketts asked the crowd to lift up in its prayers Julie Schmit-Albin, executive director of Nebraska Right
to Life, who could not be there because of ill health. Schmit-Albin sent a note thanking Ricketts
and Lincoln Sen. Suzanne Geist on behalf of her organization for their leadership in passing the bill.
"With the assistance of many other pro-life supporters and advocates, you have proven once again that
Nebraska is a pro-life state,” the note said.
Ricketts said Geist had to get the bill pulled from the Judiciary Committee and then had to overcome
filibusters on all three rounds of debate to get it passed. 
Geist said she had never seen such an outpouring of support and prayer for a bill since she has been in
the Legislature.
"That's what helped us overcome this obstacle and every single obstacle," she said. "That's what
strengthened the ... colleagues who were on the fence of whether or not they were going to support
this."
Kristen New of Omaha, who worked as a counselor for three years during college and graduate school at
two different abortion clinics, also spoke at the bill signing. She said she watched on ultrasound during a
D&E abortion a "preborn baby boy experience pain, attempt to fight for his life and ultimately lose."
At the end of the signing ceremony, Ricketts called members of the crowd up onto the Capitol steps for a
photo. They stood shoulder-to-shoulder for the picture, many of them without face masks.
At least a dozen protesters stood on the sidewalk below the Capitol steps behind temporary perimeter
barriers.
The protesters shouted that Ricketts was a hypocrite for saying he is pro-life but supporting the death
penalty. They held signs indicating the way to stop abortions was to hold men accountable for unwanted
pregnancies. One sign read, "Ask me how you reverse an erection," referring to a bill passed last year.
That bill requires the state Department of Health and Human Services to provide information for women
on what to do if they change their minds halfway through a medication abortion. It was referred to as an
abortion reversal.
By JoAnne Young
 


KLKN: Gov. Ricketts signs pro-life bill at a Capitol ceremony
 
(LINCOLN, Neb.) -People for and against a pro-life bill watched Governor Pete Ricketts sign it Saturday
morning on the steps of the Capitol.
“Today is truly a historic day for the pro-life Nebraska,” said Gov. Pete Ricketts.







LB 814 was signed into law, banning dismemberment abortions in Nebraska.
As the ceremony filled the steps with pro-lifers, protesters could be heard shouting in disagreement.
“When we regulate women we’re treating them as not full human beings and not as people and if that’s
the case lets regulate men too,” said Trish, a protester.
A supporter shares why she attended the signing.
“I’m very joyful and very grateful for the work that they’ve put into getting it,” said Sister Regina
Johnson. “I know it was not an easy road for them.”
After being debated day after day in the legislature, Senator Suzanne Geist says to it was a tight call and
urges voters to research.
“Research if that person that you’re supporting is pro-life,” said Geist. “Because it would have been one,
it would have taken one vote, and this would not happen.”
“Anyone who has a pregnancy, the choice of what they do is in between them and their healthcare
providers,” said Janelle, another protester.
A previous abortion counselor shared why she quit and supports LB 814.
“I watched on ultrasound, a preborn baby boy experience pain, attempt to fight for his life, and
ultimately lose,” said Kristen New. “It was absolutely horrific, this procedure has no place in a civilized
society.”
Ricketts’s only response to the protesters was this statement.
“Please work to continue to change the hearts of and minds of those who oppose us,” said Ricketts.
Protesters told Channel 8 that they will continue to speak out against this law and people for the bill say
they will continue to vote for those who support it.
By Jael Pembrick
 


LifeNews: Nebraska Governor Signs Bill Banning Dismemberment Abortions Tearing Babies
Limb From Limb
 
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has signed a bill to protect unborn babies from brutal dismemberment
abortions.
The new law prohibits dismemberment abortions, a method typically used in the second trimester to kill
nearly fully-formed, living unborn babies. It is a barbaric and dangerous procedure in which the unborn
baby is ripped apart in the womb and pulled out in pieces while his or her heart is still beating.
The dismemberment abortion ban embodies model legislation from the National Right to Life
Committee that would prohibit “dismemberment abortion,” using forceps, clamps, scissors or similar
instruments on a living unborn baby to remove him or her from the womb in pieces. Such instruments
typically are used in dilation and evacuation (D&E) procedures.
Pro-abortion Democrats blocked the bill previously but lawmakers gave the measure first-round
approval on a 34-9 vote after supporters broke through the filibuster. To overcome Democrats’
filibuster, the Dismemberment Abortion Ban (LB 814) needed at least 33 votes.
To sign the bill, Governor Pete Ricketts gathered with pro-life leaders on the steps of the State Capitol to
sign new pro-life legislation into law.
LB 814 makes it a felony crime to perform a dismemberment abortion anywhere in Nebraska, punishable
by up to two years in prison and/or a fine of $10,000.
“Nebraska is a pro-life state, and this week the Legislature took an important step to strengthen our
culture of life,” said Gov. Ricketts.  “Senator Geist’s bill bans the horrific procedure of dismemberment
abortion, which tears apart a living baby’s body limb by limb.  This brutal procedure has no place in a
humane, civilized society.  I commend Sen. Geist, and the bill’s supporters in the Unicameral, for
outlawing this barbaric practice in Nebraska.”







Senator Suzanne Geist of Lincoln introduced the bill.
“As the Senator for the 25th District, I was honored to carry LB 814.  This bill passed because a great
majority of the Legislative body and a great majority of Nebraska citizens agree with pro-life legislation.  I
appreciate all who prayed, who contacted their Senators, and all who voted.  This is a significant step
forward for the pro-life movement,” she said.
Julie Schmit-Albin, Executive Director of Nebraska Right to Life, said she was delighted the governor
signed the measure.
“Nebraska Right to Life thanks Governor Ricketts and Sen. Geist for their leadership in passing the LB 814
dismemberment abortion ban.  With the assistance of many other pro-life supporters and advocates,
you have proven once again that Nebraska is a pro-life state,” she said.
Karen Bowling, Executive Director for Nebraska Family Alliance, added: “This is a landmark victory for the
pro-life movement.  Senators had to overcome nearly every procedural hurdle in the book to get here,
but 33 Senators affirmed that the unthinkable act of dismembering a live baby in the womb should be
abolished.  All babies deserve a chance at life, and no living human being should be torn apart limb by
limb.  LB 814 is based on science and compassion.  We are grateful for the tremendous efforts of Senator
Geist and all the senators who did the right thing by voting to end dismemberment abortion.”
And Marion Miner, Associate Director for Pro-Life and Family for the Nebraska Catholic Conference, said:
“We are honored to stand with Governor Ricketts, Senator Geist, elected officials, and other advocates
for the unborn from across the state of Nebraska in celebration of LB 814 becoming law.  Ending the
horrific practice of dismemberment abortion in our state is a significant victory, yet it is just one part of
building a Culture of Life in Nebraska which helps provide for the needs of mothers and children, honors
a common human dignity, and works to make abortion unnecessary and unthinkable.”
When the governor signs the bill, Nebraska will join 12 other states with bans on dismemberment
abortions. These states include Kansas, Oklahoma, West Virginia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana,
Arkansas, Texas, Kentucky, Ohio, North Dakota, and Indiana.
Meanwhile, pro-abortion Democrats slammed the bill as a waste of time and a violation of women’s
freedom.
“We aren’t truly free unless we can make decisions about our own lives, our own bodies,” said state Sen.
Megan Hunt of Omaha.
Earlier this month, Hunt promised to use every devious trick up her sleeves to fight against the bill,
including a filibuster.
“I’m going to pull every shenanigan out of my sleeve to stop this bill. And that might not be something
you like but when you play stupid games, you win stupid prizes,” she said.
The bill would protect unborn babies from barbaric, torturous deaths, a former abortionist and retired
OB-GYN Dr. Kathi Aultman told the state legislature in February, according to the Lincoln Journal Star.
Aultman, who later became pro-life, described how she used to abort unborn babies in this way. She said
she would drain the amniotic fluid from the womb and then use a clamp to pull the baby’s body apart
and remove the baby in pieces from the womb, according to the report.
ACTION: Thank the governor by going to https://governor.nebraska.gov/contact-governor
By Steven Ertelt
 


Christian Post: Nebraska bans dismemberment abortions; procedure not welcomed in
‘civilized society,’ says governor
 
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has signed a bill into law that largely bans dismemberment abortions,
declaring that the procedure should not exist “in a humane, civilized society.”
The state’s unicameral legislature voted 33-8 on Thursday to pass LB814, which bans dilation and
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evacuation abortions save in the event of a life-threatening medical emergency.
“It shall be unlawful for any person to purposely perform or attempt to perform a dismemberment
abortion and thereby kill an unborn child unless a dismemberment abortion is necessary due to a
medical emergency,” reads the bill.
“No woman upon whom an abortion is performed or attempted to be performed shall be liable for
performing or attempting to perform a dismemberment abortion. No nurse, secretary, receptionist, or
other employee or agent who is not a physician, but who acts at the direction of a physician, shall be
liable for performing or attempting to perform a dismemberment abortion.”
Ricketts signed the bill into law on Saturday, saying in a statement that “Nebraska is a pro-life state, and
this week the Legislature took an important step to strengthen our culture of life.”
“[Senator Suzanne Geist’s] bill bans the horrific procedure of dismemberment abortion, which tears
apart a living baby’s body limb by limb,” stated the governor.
“This brutal procedure has no place in a humane, civilized society. I commend Sen. Geist, and the bill’s
supporters in the Unicameral, for outlawing this barbaric practice in Nebraska.”
The Nebraska chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union denounced the bill in a series of posts to
Twitter, promising to overturn the new law.
“LB 814 disregards Nebraskans’ health and undermines their freedom to make personal decisions in
consultation with their physicians,” tweeted the ACLU of Nebraska.
“It puts a narrow ideological agenda over patient health. It makes it a crime for doctors to use their best
medical judgment.”
Ricketts voiced support for a dismemberment abortion ban in a column published in March, labeling it a
“barbaric procedure” that “literally rips apart a preborn child.”
“Imagine watching a sleeping baby girl peacefully suck her thumb inside of her mother’s womb. Then
consider the horror of seeing that same baby girl flail her tiny arms and legs as an abortionist uses
forceps to clutch at her body,” wrote Ricketts.
“Senators have the opportunity this session to act quickly and decisively to end this horrendous form of
abortion.”
Dismemberment abortion bans have previously been passed in Alabama, Arkansas, Kansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas and West Virginia.
Although courts have typically blocked or struck down such legislation, a decision earlier this month by a
three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit allowed for Arkansas’ ban to take
effect on Aug. 28.
By Michael Gryboski
 


Scottsbluff SH: Watered-down tax relief bill passes as unicameral sees dramatic, emotional
conclusion
 
It was a most unusual year in the Nebraska Unicameral.
From the bills, the fights, the plexiglass or the senators themselves, the waning days of the 2020
legislature came to close on Thursday.
So did — at least for now — the debate over tax relief, abortion restrictions and business incentives.
The tax relief bill, LB 1107, was first up on the final day.
Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha spoke first on the bill.
“We shouldn’t vote for a bill nobody likes,” Wayne said.
Wayne argued to the Unicameral that LB 1107 didn’t account for an economy after the impact of COVID-
19.
LB 1107 was a last-minute compromise and marriage of three bills: Tax relief, business incentives and
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money for a University of Nebraska project. The bill was proposed and rushed to the final reading last
week.
Wayne and others mounted a last-ditch effort to hold the bill until next year but fell well short of the 17
votes needed to delay passage another year.
The bill sends $125 million to homeowners, businesses and farmland via tax credits. In the first year,
schools would still receive money from property taxes. Over time, the tax credit would grow to 18%
against property taxes.
The bill — which is the resuscitated version of LB 1106 — also updates the state’s business incentive act
and promises $300 million to the University of Nebraska Medical Center to build an updated facility. The
rest of the facility would be paid for by federal dollars and donations.
While Gering Sen. John Stinner was one of the principal authors and proponents of the bill, Bayard Sen.
Steve Erdman was one of its sharpest critics.
“You need to call it what it is, a decrease in the increase,” Erdman said last week.
Erdman said the tax relief didn’t go far enough and the incentives package “doesn’t mean anything to
any common citizen of the state.”
Erdman joined Omaha Senators Ernie Chambers, Megan Hunt, and Hastings Sen. Steve Halloran in voting
against the bill. Wayne didn’t vote, bringing the final roll to 41-4 with two senators not voting.
The other major passage was a bill outlawing dilation and evacuation abortions, a second-trimester
procedure that opponents refer to as dismemberment abortion.
The bill (LB 814) was introduced by Lincoln Sen. Suzanne Geist.
Critics of the bill, including Omaha’s Ernie Chambers, have criticized LB 814 as unconstitutional, saying
the bill creates an undue burden to women’s right in obtaining an abortion. Chambers called on
Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson to weigh in on the legality of the bill.
Peterson said the bill was “likely constitutional” because, in his legal opinion, it did not impose a
substantial obstacle to abortion access in Nebraska.
In the end, the bill passed by a single vote.
Gov. Pete Ricketts has indicated he will sign both the tax relief package and the anti-abortion bill.
The day began with speeches from some of the Senators who’ve reached their two-term limits.
Sen. Kate Bolz of Lincoln, Sen. Chambers of Omaha, Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue, Sen. Sara Howard of
Omaha, Sen. Rick Kolowski of Omaha and Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk reached the final year of their
second term. These senators can run for reelection in four years.
“There’s always more that we can do and always more that we should have done,” Scheer said.
By Justin Garcia
 


LJS: Legislative wrap on some bills that passed, others that died
 
The 2020 Legislature passed 285 new bills and carryovers from the 2019 session by the time they
adjourned this month. Senators killed all bills from 2019 and 2020 that failed to pass, did not make it to a
vote on final reading or were stuck in committee.
Among the bills that passed:
* Ban dismemberment abortion (LB814), introduced by Lincoln Sen. Suzanne Geist, bans D&E abortion
procedures on living fetuses. Geist had to pull the bill from the Judiciary Committee then shepherd it
through three rounds of debate, as it was filibustered on all. Opponent Sen. Megan Hunt said the bill was
unfairly given favored treatment by Speaker Jim Scheer on its scheduling for debate, and Lt. Gov. Mike
Foley, a public supporter of the bill, would not remove himself from the president's chair as he managed
debate on the bill.
* Sign language education (LB839 and LB965), introduced by Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart and Omaha Sen.







Mike McDonnell, passed unanimously and were signed by Gov. Pete Ricketts. Wishart’s bill allows
Nebraska schools to offer American Sign Language as a language requirement, while McDonnell’s bill
created a language assessment program for young children who are deaf or hard of hearing to help them
prepare to enter kindergarten.
* Racial profiling (LB924), offered by Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers, requires law enforcement to take anti-
bias and implicit bias training and complete testing to minimize apparent or actual racial profiling. 
* Athlete endorsements (LB962), introduced by Hunt, would allow college athletes in Nebraska to earn
money through their name, image or likeness. Nebraska joins other states that have enacted similar
legislation that would give college athletes free range to promote businesses on social media, sponsor
camps, or sell private lessons.
* Parole eligibility (LB1004), introduced by Omaha Sen. Steve Lathrop, is a prison reform bill meant to
help inmates who qualify out of prison. It is supported by the state's county attorneys and the Omaha
Police Officers Association and would allow offenders to become parole-eligible at least two years before
their mandatory discharge date. 
* Ban on grooming (LB1080), from Lathrop, sailed through the Legislature. The bill requires public and
private schools to develop and adopt policies aimed at preventing grooming of students by school
employees by clearly communicating what contact with students is appropriate.
* Property tax relief, business incentives, University of Nebraska Medical Center project (LB1107), a
compromise package negotiated by a special legislative committee that would provide up to $375 million
in new property tax relief, launch a new business development tax incentive program and pledge $300
million in state funding support for a proposed $2.6 billion UNMC project if the federal government
selects the Omaha campus as the site of a new national pandemic response center.
Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment (LB1140, 1144, 1148, 1188), introduced by Sen. Sara Howard, the
Health and Human Services Committee and Sen. Tony Vargas, would provide legislative oversight of the
state's YRTCs, require a plan and establish the position of superintendent of schools to administer
educational programs. 
Some of the bills that failed or died
* Red flag gun bill (LB58), proposed by Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, would allow a court to intervene in
extreme cases where people have demonstrated they are a danger to themselves or others, have access
to a firearm and have made threats of violence. It was advanced to the first round, but not debated and
died at the end of the session.
* Expanding Legislature (LR279CA), from Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk, was blocked by a filibuster led
chiefly by urban senators. Scheer’s plan would have asked voters to give the Legislature permission to
expand to 55 senators, and would have required a vote to subsequently do so. While backers said more
senators would reduce the size of some rural districts, opponents said any new districts would go to
urban areas.
* Nebraska climate plan (LB283), sponsored by Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks,  failed to overcome a
filibuster in late July. The proposal would have transferred $250,000 from the state’s petroleum release
remedial action collection fund to the University of Nebraska to develop an evidence-based, data-driven
strategic plan to mitigate the impacts of climate change.
* Paid sick leave (LB305), sponsored by Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue, would guarantee five days of paid
leave per year for employees who work for firms with four or more employees, and paid days off for
victims of domestic violence. It was filibustered and didn't make it past first-round debate.
* Meatpacking workers (LB667), an amended proposal by Vargas to require meat processing plants to
adopt a series of actions to protect workers from COVID-19, including 6 feet of distancing between
workers on production lines, reached the floor of the Legislature too late for action before adjournment.
* Racial discrimination (LB1060), introduced by Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha, would add to the







definition of race for workplace discrimination purposes that says race includes, but is not limited to, hair
texture and protective hairstyles. The bill was vetoed by Ricketts and since the Legislature is adjourned
sine die, she cannot request a veto override.
* Decoupling Nebraska tax code from federal law (LB1074), a proposed amendment by Sen. Tom Briese
of Albion to pending legislation to protect an estimated $240 million in state revenue over a three-year
period from the negative impact of the federal coronavirus aid package failed to gain approval.
* Redistricting reform (LB1207), introduced by Omaha Sen. John McCollister, emerged onto the floor
before the Legislature recessed in March, but was never scheduled for debate. The bill set new
guidelines for the Legislature’s nine-member Redistricting Committee to reduce partisanship ahead of
next year’s redistricting process. McCollister requested an opinion on the constitutionality of the bill
from the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office, which said it would not hamper any future lawmakers from
changing how redistricting is done.
By JoAnne Young, Chris Dunker and Don Walton
 


LJS: A hard days' fight: A look back at session marked by rancor, angst
 
Two sessions of the Nebraska Legislature took place in 2020.
One happened in what some call the "Beforetime," beginning in January with fairly normal half-day
debates, hearings and committee sessions.
Except for that day in February, when more than 100 Second Amendment enthusiasts filled two rooms
and spilled out into the halls, some with guns at their sides, the Legislature's short session started
smoothly. The economy was doing well, with no big money worries about budget adjustments and
spending.
Then the world changed, literally. On March 16, Speaker Jim Scheer announced the Legislature was
taking a break because of the COVID-19 pandemic, triggered by one confirmed case in Lincoln
determined to be community-spread. Senators weren't coming back, he said, until further notice.
Nebraska had 17 cases of COVID-19 at the time, all but two in Douglas County. One-third of the 49
unicameral Legislature members were from Omaha and the surrounding area, and Omaha had recorded
at least one case of the illness considered as community-spread.
That Monday, Gov. Pete Ricketts said only 10 people could gather in one place at one time. So senators
went home, leaving the unfinished business of the 2019-21 budget adjustments, property tax
reductions, business incentives and school funding reform.
They wouldn't return for four months, except for a three-day stint to enact emergency COVID-19
funding.
Slow-forward to July 20, and all 49 senators returned from across the state, eager to get their work
done, to dig into the guts and marrow of the session. Those were 17 hard days, with a sense of urgency
and all the tension and disagreement and divide that politics can bring.
With 22,847 virus cases in Nebraska by that Monday, and 313 deaths, COVID-19 precautions were in
place, with Plexiglas barriers, no lobbyists on deck, no press roaming the aisles and sergeants-at-arms
becoming temperature takers.
But there was no mask mandate for senators, or requirement to distance at least 6 feet. Seven or eight
senators never wore masks, and only three or four wore them all the time.
The worldwide pandemic, and the political divide over how seriously to take it, had exacted a toll.
Over the interim, Omaha Sen. Tony Vargas lost his father to the virus. Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus
spent five weeks in an Omaha hospital fighting COVID-19 and eventually recovering, but not without
residual effects.
By the first afternoon of the senators' return, with a load of work in front of them, those watching began







witnessing the fighting, shaming, accusations, resentment, rancor, shouting and desk pounding by their
49 elected representatives.
Scheer must have seen some of it coming, because he admonished senators on that first morning to
please conduct themselves with decorum and courtesy.
They had returned divided and wanting to make noise. The lobby was decidedly quiet, with little or no
direct activity from those who usually call senators out and away from debate to give them a pitch or try
to direct their voting.
The frustration and tension bubbled over at times, with senators whose speeches were usually
measured and thoughtful reduced to red-faced shouting, desk pounding and angry words.
Judiciary Committee Chairman Steve Lathrop was one of those who erupted.
"Nobody's exercising judgment in this place anymore," he said. "We don't care. We're waiting for
someone to give us orders, for God's sake. And they're partisan."
The Legislature is not functioning, he said, and it is ridiculous.
On one particularly hard evening of debate, Sen. Mike Groene told Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks to shut up,
and threw an angry hand gesture her way.
All the while in the background, a few senators, who were referred to as the Super 7, worked in secret to
find a major property tax solution being demanded by farmers, ranchers and urban homeowners.
Appropriations Committee Chairman John Stinner said the Legislature had been stuffing money into the
Property Tax Credit Tax Fund for years, but other senators and Ricketts wanted more.
At the 11th hour of the 17 days, the majority of senators were presented with a 149-page bill they would
have to read overnight and vote on the next day.
"It took a multitude of senators to work on this, to come up with a final product that we could all agree
upon," Stinner said.
They didn't all agree, of course, but many held their noses and passed it, anyway, 41-4.
In the second week, those budget adjustments that had to wait for months got passed and signed with
more ease than some thought, in spite of the economic hardships of the pandemic. The state didn't see
the financial problems some states did, but senators have been warned there could be a $788 million
deficit by fiscal year 2022-23.
Throughout the 17 days, one senator or another rose daily to plead for money for the people who had
called their offices or participated in listening sessions hosted by Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh.
Those people told senators they needed rental assistance or an eviction moratorium or child care
subsidies. They wanted virus protections for meatpacking workers.
Senators felt their appeals on behalf of Nebraskans in need fell on deaf ears, because so many others
were focused on property tax cuts.
The days and days of Black Lives Matter protests over the summer, after the killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis, prompted Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne to propose a bill establishing police standards boards
throughout the state. It got a hearing in the Urban Affairs Committee he chairs, but it was never
debated.
As far as anyone knows so far, no senators contracted the virus during the 17-day session, although
three senators were exposed by family and close contacts and had to spend a couple of days away from
others, up in the balcony, dubbed the "penalty box" or the "COVID choir loft."
As Scheer wrapped up the three weeks Thursday, he verified that the session had not been smooth. Far
from it.
"It has been contentious, and not without its share of dissension, especially during the last couple of
weeks," he said.
Still, he said, this Legislature accomplished a lot in a divided session, whether senators realized it or not,
with 285 bills passed into law, from those carried over from the first session and 483 bills introduced this







year.
They included encouraging broadband expansion to those who are underserved in the state, a tax cut for
military retirement benefits, oversight for the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Centers, creation of a
Commission on African American Affairs, and an additional bill to help fight opioid addiction. 
"What an awesome responsibility we have all had," Scheer said.
The Legislature adjourned at the end of the 17-day session extension Thursday afternoon, the last
session for 46-year veteran Ernie Chambers, and five others: Sens. Kate Bolz of Lincoln, Sara Howard of
Omaha, Sue Crawford of Bellevue, Rick Kolowski of Omaha and Scheer of Norfolk.  
By JoAnne Young
 


LJS: Don Walton: Legislature seals bargain; media sees Sasse 2024 presidential bid
 
It was a long and winding road to additional property tax relief.
And it picked up a couple of legislative passengers along the way.
A new business development tax incentives program and a state commitment to the University of
Nebraska Medical Center's proposed new super-project caught a ride to the finish line.
Probably more of a Grand Bargain rather than a Grand Compromise, since everybody got essentially
what they wanted.
That package deal was a reminder of the way the Legislature used to tackle big issues, be strategic and
be bold: The rural senators want this; what do the urban senators want? Let's talk.
And then the heavy hitters, the deal-makers get in a room and hammer it out. That used to happen a
long time ago in the old Cornhusker Hotel at night; this one happened behind a closed door at the
Capitol with only senators in the room.
And all but one of those deal-makers will be back next year.
That was a big bill — 155 pages. I'm not sure it had any more readership among the lawmakers than the
Affordable Care Act did in the Congress. And I certainly doubt that anyone in the press corps read all of
it.
Sometimes, actually quite often, legislating is about trust.
And now that this biggie has been accomplished, there may be more bargains to be made.
Rural senators might want to keep in mind the fact that they will never have as much strength as they do
in 2021 ever again. Redistricting is going to cost them a seat or two.
* * *
"Ben Sasse makes his 2024 move," Chris Cillizza at CNN writes online.
"What Sasse is trying to do is carve out a space for a constitutional conservative in the post-Trump GOP,"
he wrote last week.
"He's not going to run for president in 2024 either as a total Trump acolyte or a full-on Trump hater (and
I do think he will run)," Cillizza wrote. "Sasse is trying to forge a third way."
Sasse "might run for president in 2024," Paul Waldman agrees in an opinion column in The Washington
Post. 
"Sasse is a canny politician, one preparing himself for an uncertain future."
All of that came in the wake of a lively Twitter exchange between Sasse and President Trump after Sasse
criticized the president's attempt to govern by executive order with a reminder that "America doesn't
have kings."
More speculation no doubt is on the way.
Sasse gets re-elected to a second six-year Senate term this November and then the 2024 presidential
election would arrive conveniently in the midst of that second term without an incumbent Republican
president seeking re-election, no matter the outcome of this year's presidential contest.







So the opening is there, either at the end of Joe Biden's first term or the end of Trump's presidency.
There were more than a dozen Republican presidential candidates in 2016, including a number of
senators, so there's certainly plenty of room for Sasse if he wants to give it a try.
And Sasse wouldn't be the first modern-day Nebraska senator to take a crack at it.
Bob Kerrey sought the Democratic presidential nomination in 1992, but ran into a governor from a small
state who had already paved a path forward with extensive preparation, fund-raising, organization and
gathering of early commitments. And Bill Clinton ultimately prevailed.
Chuck Hagel eyed a presidential bid in 2008, visited a number of state caucuses at the 2004 Republican
national convention, even took a preliminary scouting trip to New Hampshire, where he was encouraged
to jump in, but ultimately decided not to enter the Republican race.
* * *
Finishing up:
* Much-coveted attention in The New Yorker magazine this week for UNL students and their work in a
climate change depth reporting project. Bill McKibben's climate change newsletter publishes work by
UNL students Aila Ganic and Kayla Vondracek.
* Justin Wayne is the emerging voice in the Legislature.
* In his latest column, Gov. Pete Ricketts took a shot at the general election initiative that would
authorize casino gambling at Nebraska race tracks, arguing that "gambling can ruin families, hurt
communities and pile on new costs to the state."
* "Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift completion of
their appointed rounds." But Postmaster General Louis DeJoy appears determined to do so.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: The challenges and accomplishments of a most unusual session of the Nebraska
Legislature
 
LINCOLN — Fifty years have passed since the Nebraska Legislature’s regular session last took them
through the dog days of summer.
In 1969, state lawmakers met for 165 days and didn’t wrap up until Sept. 24.
That marked the last of their every-other-year sessions. Senators began meeting every year in 1971,
alternating between 90- and 60-day sessions.
Normally, this would have been one of the short sessions. Lawmakers were slated to finish up on April
16.
Instead, it became the most unusual session on record, marked by a four-month break amid a global
pandemic.
Most senators wore face masks; all spoke behind clear plastic barriers. No spectators were allowed. Even
the throng of lobbyists, usually milling “behind the glass” at the rear of the legislative chamber, were
gone.
But lawmakers still managed to pass 150 bills and take care of the state budget.
Here are some key takeaways from the session:
When there’s a will, there’s a way
Economic woes linked to the coronavirus and opposition by education groups blocked a major reduction
in property taxes last year and this year.
But a big block of senators, weary of kicking the political can down the road on the perennial issue, voted
to “do something” — even though it’s initially a modest increase in tax relief and initially doesn’t cost a
lot of money. The fiscal impact will be felt a few years down the road, when many of the senators and
Gov. Pete Ricketts will have left office.







The merging of three major proposals in Legislative Bill 1107 made it harder for senators to vote against
it.
Maybe a senator hated a portion of the bill that gives special tax breaks to certain businesses through
the ImagiNE Act, the updating of the state’s incentive program for businesses, but liked the new income
tax credit against property taxes paid — and so voted “yes.”
Omaha senators had a particularly hard time voting “no.” A portion of the bill pledges $300 million in
state money — five years down the road — for the proposed $2.6 billion center to respond to
pandemics and other calamities at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. That project, it’s
projected, would bring 8,000 well-paying medical jobs to Omaha, a whopper in terms of economic
development. But the odds of the NExT Project ever happening are hard to predict, and the $300 million
pledge is dependent on the project first securing $1.3 billion from the federal government and private
donors.
Budgeting in uncertain times
Nebraska lawmakers found room in the current budget to take care of last year’s flooding and irrigation
tunnel collapse, allow for some property tax relief and put money toward state priorities, like college
scholarships, workforce housing and health and human services provider rates.
But there are a lot of red numbers popping up in the financial outlook for the budget period ending June
30, 2023. Once lawmakers got done this year, the shortfall between projected tax revenues and
estimated state spending in the next two-year period topped $787 million. Some senators worried that
the gap would grow as economic effects of the coronavirus continue to play out.
State Sen. John Stinner of Gering, the Appropriations Committee chairman, isn’t one of those worriers.
He said Nebraska is weathering the coronavirus storm better than most states. He predicts the budget
will look much better with a little trimming here, a little dipping into cash funds there, and updating
estimates all around.
Session in two parts
The 2020 session started normally enough, with lawmakers gathering in early January and spending the
next 10 days introducing bills. Then the coronavirus arrived in Nebraska and turned the session — and
the rest of the state — upside down.
Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk called a timeout in mid-March, after state and federal officials
recommended against gatherings of more than 50 people. Senators tiptoed back for three extremely
brief days in late March to approve emergency coronavirus funding.
They didn’t gather again until four months later, with new safety protocols in place. By then, George
Floyd’s death at the hands of Minneapolis police had focused public concerns on racial justice and police
misconduct — and protesters had left broken windows and a burned building just down the block from
the State Capitol.
Some senators wanted the Legislature to address these newly emerging issues and to provide more
relief to jobless Nebraskans, beyond what Congress and Ricketts provided. However, legislating is
designed to be a deliberative process. There was time for public hearings about protecting meatpacking
workers from the coronavirus and requiring more oversight of police. But not enough time to build
support and get anything passed.
Speaker is ‘Comeback Kid’
Legislators always have some gripes about the speaker of the Legislature, who sets the agenda,
establishes priorities and tries to maintain order. But it’s hard to argue that Scheer didn’t have a
comeback year in 2020.
A year ago, the big priorities failed to pass — a property tax relief bill and the ImagiNE Act — and the
speaker, as the manager of the show, got some blame for the meltdown. But once he pared down his
group seeking a compromise from the “Gang of 10” to the “Super Seven,” something got hammered out.







What happened to the middle?
Boy, senators were grumpy this year. Collegiality didn’t win out a lot of the time. Partisanship, rather
than good policy, played into more and more debates.
At each end of the political spectrum, there seems to be a more sizable block willing to dig in their heels
and fight to the bitter end. There’s less of a “middle” on the political dial in the Legislature these days.
That makes it harder, or at least makes it take longer, to steer measures over the finish line.
The divide was evident in voting on the passage of bills during the past two weeks. A group of senators,
all registered Republicans, declined to vote on uncontroversial bills rather than give a green light to
measures introduced by colleagues registered as Democrats.
Historic departure
There will never be another legislator like State Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, who is term-limited and
most likely spent his last day on the floor of the Legislature on Thursday. His fiery speeches, clever
poems, silly singing, lectures on racism and mastery of using the rules to his advantage will go down in
history.
But, gotta say, Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha deployed some rules challenges and other maneuvers to do
a pretty good imitation at times.
By Martha Stoddard and Paul Hammel
 


GII: Veterans Memorial Cemetery: Transfer from city to state was result of teamwork
 
Strong support both locally and at the state level brought about passage of LB911, which begins the
process of turning over Grand Island’s Veterans Memorial Cemetery to the state.
Gov. Pete Ricketts signed the bill into law Aug. 6. Introduced by state Sen. Dan Quick of Grand Island, the
bill was approved July 31 by the Legislature 49-0.
A lot of work remains, but when the process is complete, the Veterans Cemetery and 20 additional acres
will become a state veterans cemetery.
Until now, the cemetery was open only to members of the Grand Island Veterans Home. Spouses were
buried there only if they were Veterans Home members at the time of their deaths. Hall County Veterans
Service Officer Don Shuda said the state cemetery will be operated under the same guidelines as a
national cemetery.
Shuda is “extremely happy” that the bill was passed and signed. “Everybody just worked together to
make that happen,” he said.
He pointed to the leadership of Ricketts and John Hilgert, director of the Nebraska Department of
Veterans’ Affairs, as well as Quick and his colleagues, state Sens. Tom Brewer and Jim Scheer. Brewer is
chair of the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee and Scheer is speaker of the
Legislature. “They all jumped on board,” Shuda said.
Making it a state cemetery will be important to veterans and their families “to have a place for their
loved ones to be buried,” Shuda said.
Quick said, “This is just going to be a great honor for our veterans.”
But it’s also important for Grand Island. The city will be on the national map in being recognized for
“supporting veterans again, which is a big plus for the community,” Shuda said.
People from central Nebraska will benefit from having a burial site nearby, Shuda said. Relatives won’t
have to drive to Alliance, Maxwell or the Omaha area to visit their loved ones’ graves. Quick said those
distances are too far to travel for many families.
The process began last year with Shuda visiting Hilgert “because we had to have the support of the
state,” he said. Without state support, the effort wouldn’t have gone anywhere.
Hilgert expressed “100%” support for the idea, Shuda said. Hilgert then visited with the governor.







Shuda and other supporters then met with Quick, who agreed to introduce the bill.
Local supporters of the idea included Hall County Commissioners Pam Lancaster and Gary Quandt, Jay
Vavricek, Dan Naranjo and Mike Ponte, who is chairman of the United Veterans Club Board.
The group visited with city officials to discuss the additional land and other details. Shuda praised the
cooperation of Mayor Roger Steele and City Administrator Jerry Janulewicz.
The supporters “wanted to make sure we had all our bases covered before the bill was introduced,”
Shuda said.
The Grand Island group met with Brewer to ask his position on the bill, and he was “immediately
agreeable,” Shuda said.
Quick met with representatives of the Nebraska Department of Administrative Services and the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Hilgert’s support was important, Quick said.
The groundwork helped clear any potential hurdles “so we didn’t have any opposition to the bill at all,”
Quick said.
Quick said Grand Island residents who testified in Lincoln “did a great job.”
Delivering help to his constituents is what it’s all about, Quick said.
Local people eventually will be asked to contribute financially. A lot of support will be needed to make
the state cemetery a reality.
“But we’ve sure got a good start on it,” Shuda said.
By Jeff Bahr
 


OWH: Grace period for renewing your Nebraska driver's license, registration is almost over
 
LINCOLN — The deadline for Nebraskans to renew their driver’s licenses or get their vehicles registered
is coming up at the end of the month.
Gov. Pete Ricketts gave drivers a reprieve from normal licensing requirements in March as part of the
state’s efforts to slow the spread of the coronavirus. He issued an executive order extending the
expiration date for driver’s licenses and vehicle titles and registrations that had been due March 1 or
later.
Ricketts rescinded the order in July, which means that people have until Aug. 31 to renew anything that
expired during that grace period.
Rhonda Lahm, director of the Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles, urged Nebraskans not to wait
until the last minute and to use the department’s website if possible to do their business. She said many
offices are especially busy at this time of year as young drivers seek licenses before heading back to
school.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: During Nebraska visit, Dr. Birx says masks should not be a partisan issue
 
Dr. Deborah Birx, the coronavirus response coordinator for the White House coronavirus task force, said
Friday that wearing a mask and taking other precautions to battle COVID-19 should not be viewed as a
Republican or Democratic issue.
"It's an issue of protecting Americans, both Republicans and Democrats," Birx said during a news
conference in the Capitol rotunda following a meeting with Gov. Pete Ricketts and other officials.
Vulnerable Americans who are older or who have underlying health conditions are particularly at risk,
she said, and wearing a mask helps protect those people in both Republican and Democratic households.
"When there is large community spread, it is very difficult — almost impossible — to protect vulnerable
Americans," Birx said.
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"Don't go visit Grandma without a mask," she said. "I encourage everyone to wear a face covering."
While Ricketts has encouraged Nebraskans to wear a mask in crowded indoor settings or when going out
to shop at grocery stores or other retail outlets, he has not issued a mask mandate, arguing that he
believes there will be better compliance without such an order.
Lincoln has a mask mandate in effect, and the Omaha City Council recently voted to also mandate the
wearing of protective masks.
"There is very strong evidence" that masks help control the spread of the virus, Birx said, as does social
distancing.
Birx pointed to "real improvement across Nebraska" in controlling the virus.
During the last 10 days, she said, there has been "an encouraging decline" in cases and in testing
positivity in Omaha, and the city's new mask order should help strengthen that trend.
"It looks like it has reached its peak" in Omaha, she said, and the decline in numbers is "encouraging to
us."
With 328 cases of COVID-19 announced Friday, Nebraska reached 29,988 positives and 361 deaths,
according to the Department of Health and Human Services. Pierce County recorded its first death.
Birx praised the model that the Ricketts administration is using to help open up visitation in assisted-
living facilities in a manner that will protect aging residents.
"What I've learned out here — both in Iowa and Nebraska — is that people are taking care of themselves
... and are personally resilient," she said.
Her Lincoln stop was part of a tour of six Midwest states during which Birx is offering guidance in the
battle to control spread of the virus.
She has recently expressed concern about the spread of the virus into rural as well as urban areas.  
During a visit to Iowa on Thursday, she took note of "sort of a very steady state of new cases" in
Nebraska's bordering state. 
By Don Walton
 


OWH: White House coronavirus coordinator reports 'real improvement' in Nebraska trends
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska and two of its most populous counties got a bit of good news Friday from the
coronavirus response coordinator for the White House Coronavirus Task Force.
Dr. Deborah Birx, who is on a tour of the Midwest, said task force officials have seen a “real
improvement” in coronavirus trends across Nebraska, particularly in Lancaster and Douglas Counties,
within the past couple of weeks.
Specifically, they’re seeing decreasing numbers of cases and test positivity rates.
Last Saturday, the positivity rate for the state as a whole was a little over 10% on a seven-day rolling
average, Birx said. On Friday, the state had dropped below 10% to a little more than 9% and will move
into what federal officials call the yellow zone with regard to coronavirus risk.
Birx, who met Friday morning with Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, state and local health officials and
others, said she believes the state’s case counts and positivity rates will continue to be driven down.
“Together, Nebraskans are making a change that really shows us a path forward through this pandemic,”
she said.
On Aug. 5, however, Birx listed Omaha as among the 10 areas of the country exhibiting troubling
coronavirus numbers in a weekly call with state and local officials.
Birx said the city was on the list because the area was “going to a very high peak” in terms of cases and
positivity rates. The task force, she said, looks to positivity rates as an indicator that the virus is spreading
silently through a community, which occurs well before sick people arrive in hospitals.
She also said on the call that residents in areas with high COVID-19 activity should stop family gatherings.
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She said bringing together family members in those areas “will create, potentially, particularly if indoors,
superspreader events. We’re finding that across the South and moving up into the Midwest.”
Ricketts later said that the White House had bad data when it declared Nebraska a “red zone” state for
coronavirus spread. Ricketts and Birx had further discussions about the matter during Friday’s visit.
Birx said Friday that the Omaha area is seeing a decline in the number of cases and in positivity rates. She
said residents in the metropolitan area need to continue to drive cases down, as Lincoln has done with
its mask mandate and social distancing.
Lincoln mandated masks in indoor spaces in late July and by last week had begun to see a decline in
cases.
The Omaha City Council adopted an emergency mask mandate for Omaha on Tuesday.
The move came nearly two weeks after Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour backed away from
implementing a countywide mask requirement due to an anticipated legal challenge from Ricketts and
the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office.
Birx said mask mandates are critical in communities with a lot of cases. But the message she has received
from rural health officials is that residents there already are sufficiently socially distant. Mask mandates
in such places may not be as critical.
“In the end, it has to be adapted to the community you’re serving,” she said.
Birx also emphasized that masks work. Not only is there clear scientific evidence supporting face
coverings but also real-life public experiences.
Arizona imposed a mask mandate on June 20 and closed bars and gyms in the face of significant
community transmission of the virus, with positivity rates above 20%.
Now that state is in the yellow and headed into the green.
“To all those who think masks may not be important, we have a very strong evidence base that they
are,” she said.
Birx visited Iowa on Thursday and will meet with officials in Kansas City on Saturday. She’ll then travel on
to Oklahoma, Missouri, Arkansas and West Virginia, driving the entire way.
Birx said the trip also is intended to gather information from around the country and to “ground-truth”
the task force’s public health recommendations.
In addition to meeting with health officials, she also met with hospital personnel and university officials.
She said she wanted to make sure universities were prepared to test students if necessary. She said she
was reassured by the plans she heard. She spoke to university officials about tapping their research labs
to expand testing if necessary.
She also heard about Nebraska’s response, including ramping up testing through TestNebraska, beefing
up contact tracing to more than 1,000 trained tracers, creating an internal transfer system among
hospitals for ill patients and setting up quarantine space for infected people who can’t isolate at home.
She said she will ask Ricketts to talk on the next governors’ call about what the state had done to address
the infection control in nursing homes.
“We think the model they have set up could be very useful” to other nursing homes and assisted living
centers across the country, she said.
The same goes for practices deployed in some businesses.
“We’ll be taking that example back to other governors,” she said.
For the seven days ending Thursday, the state averaged nearly 263 new cases a day. That is down from
an average of 294 new cases a day for the preceding seven days. Nebraska’s case counts overall began
increasing in mid-July and have consistently reflected more than 200 new cases a day since then.
During the week ending Aug. 1, Douglas County had its second-worst week for new cases since the
pandemic began, with 945 new cases. Last week, the total was 808 new cases. For the seven days ending
Friday, the county tallied 754 cases. However, the positivity rate on Friday for the week so far still was
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about 10.8%, according to the county’s dashboard.
By Julie Anderson
 


AP: Birx: Tracking the coronavirus is a challenge in rural areas
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Federal officials need to figure out better ways to track the coronavirus in rural,
sparsely populated areas where fewer people are getting tested, a top White House coronavirus official
said Friday.
Dr. Deborah Birx, the coordinator of the White House’s coronavirus task force, said health officials are
struggling at times to get a sense of how the virus is spreading outside metro areas.
People in rural areas are often more self-reliant and reluctant to get tested, and in some remote
counties, one positive case can lead people to conclude that the virus is more widespread than it actually
is, Birx said after meeting with Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Her comments echoed Ricketts’ remark last week that some Nebraska counties are so remote that even
one confirmed case would result in an abnormally high rate of positive cases.
“What this trip has taught us is we really need to create rural indicators, particularly for rural areas with
very low populations,” Birx said at the Nebraska Capitol. Her Midwestern tour includes stops in Iowa,
Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.
Birx said Nebraska’s virus outlook has improved over the last 10 days after a sharp rise in cases last
month that prompted federal officials to put it in a “red zone” of high-risk states.
The red zone indicator means a state has seen more than 100 new cases per 100,000 within the last
week. Birx said federal officials have since placed Nebraska in a lower-risk yellow category because of a
drop in the percentage of positive cases.
Ricketts raised a similar issue last week as he criticized the White House’s decision to designate Nebraska
as a red zone state.
Ricketts, a Republican and vocal supporter of President Donald Trump, said the federal government has
been counting multiple tests on the same person as different cases. For example, he said nursing home
residents who are hospitalized with the virus are tested numerous times before they’re allowed to
return home.
“The White House putting us on that list in my opinion was a mistake,” Ricketts said Monday at an
unrelated press briefing.
Statewide, Nebraska officials have confirmed 29,660 coronavirus cases and 360 deaths, although the
actual number is likely higher because some people haven’t been tested. A total of 314,516 people have
been tested so far, and state officials confirmed 416 new cases on Thursday.
Rural residents may have a false sense of security because the virus didn’t strike those areas right away,
said Brian Depew, executive director of the Center for Rural Affairs, a rural advocacy group based in
Nebraska.
It’s more difficult to get tested in rural areas because many drive-thru testing sites are set up in larger
and mid-sized towns, and rural residents often aren’t as willing to wear masks as city dwellers, Depew
said.
“I think in a lot of ways, rural areas in the Midwest were lucky early on, and we’ve seen a lag in adopting
some of the safety measures because of that,” he said.
For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms that clear up in two to three
weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause more
severe illness.
Nebraska’s online tracking portal says 36% of hospital beds and 80% of its ventilators are available in the
state.







Health officials have confirmed more than 5.2 million cases nationwide, according to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. The states with the most confirmed cases are California, Florida, Texas
and Georgia.
By Grant Schulte
 


OWH: 'Essential does not mean untouchable': How a Tyson Food plant contained a
coronavirus outbreak
 
The email landed in Gina Uhing’s inbox at 5 p.m. on a Friday.
A potential coronavirus outbreak was brewing at the Tyson Foods pork plant on the outskirts of the small
town of Madison, where nearly 1,500 employees worked side by side deboning hog carcasses and
packaging hams.
Several workers had tested positive for the virus already, and Uhing, the director of the Elkhorn Logan
Valley Public Health Department, and her staff had arranged to get more Tyson workers tested by
Nebraska National Guard soldiers in nearby Norfolk.
Then Tyson dropped the eleventh-hour surprise in its email on April 17, the day before the testing event.
A vice president and attorney at the company’s headquarters in Arkansas wrote that the company had
changed its mind. Tyson was not going to turn over any names of workers who might want or need
testing. Besides, the company said, meatpacking workers weren’t the highest priority for the limited
number of testing spots.
“That’s when the strong-arming … started,” Uhing said.
Uhing and other local officials, including Norfolk Mayor Josh Moenning, weren’t willing to accept Tyson’s
rebuff. They feared that any delay in testing plant workers would only allow the invisible virus to spread,
endangering workers, their families and the surrounding communities.
So they dug in. They called out Tyson publicly for what they perceived as a lack of cooperation. They
recruited influential political partners to help sway the big corporation. And they helped line up reliable
testing for the plant’s entire workforce.
Months later, they say those quick, collaborative and assertive actions not only resulted in a better
partnership with Tyson — one of the largest local employers — but also succeeded in keeping the
outbreak from spiraling.
The number of cases in the Madison County area has increased recently, so local leaders aren’t ready to
declare victory against the virus. And some warn that meatpacking plants — whose workers account for
about 20% of Nebraska’s coronavirus cases — are always vulnerable to outbreaks.
So far, however, the Tyson plant in Madison and the surrounding area have had fewer COVID-19 cases
than other Nebraska meatpacking hot spots.
For example, in Dakota County — which has 20,000 people and is home to another Tyson plant — 1,900
people have tested positive since the start of the pandemic and 42 people have died.
But in the Elkhorn Logan Valley health district, where roughly 56,000 people live in Madison, Burt,
Cuming and Stanton Counties, just over 650 people have tested positive and six died.
“Frankly, I saw in some places local leadership said, ‘They’re a big employer, they’re essential, what can
we do?’ I think there were things that could be done,” Moenning said. “I think what happened here is
borne out in the numbers today — effective strategies built on collaboration and local leadership
working together and demanding corporate responsibility.”
In a statement, Tyson said it coordinates with local health officials and has a third-party health provider
that maintains an on-site mobile clinic at the plant.
Tyson recently announced that it was launching a new COVID-19 monitoring system that would allow the
company to conduct on-site weekly testing of workers at all of its plants, including those with symptoms
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and those without.
“Testing along with educating our team members on the virus and providing the best tools for limiting
exposure both at work and outside of work have been key elements of how we are supporting our
workforce,” the company said.
* * *
The fear was real.
In mid-April, Uhing started reaching out to other health directors already dealing with meatpacking plant
outbreaks. Did they have any advice?
There had been a handful of coronavirus cases in the Elkhorn Logan Valley health district — including a
nursing home resident and a health care provider in Norfolk — and she feared that the Madison plant
could flare up next.
Her instincts were right: By April 16, two Tyson workers had tested positive for COVID-19, the plant’s first
known cases. Within a week, the case numbers at the plant would be in the double digits.
“I hope (and pray) that we don’t end up with another GI or Sioux Falls here,” Norfolk Public Schools
Superintendent Jami Jo Thompson emailed Uhing early in the outbreak. Norfolk is 15 miles north of
Madison, and many of the plant’s workers live and shop there.
The specter of those two other cities — Grand Island, Nebraska, and Sioux Falls, South Dakota — loomed
large. At the time, hundreds of meatpacking workers were being sickened by the coronavirus in both
places.
Was Madison next?
Workers and their families were scared. They paced in the parking lot at Jose Nuño’s Norfolk health
clinic, waiting to be tested for the virus that was sweeping the world and was now starting to spread in
their small corner of northeast Nebraska.
The son of a Fremont meatpacker, Nuño is a physician assistant who speaks Spanish and runs the
Nebraska Health and Wellness Clinic in Norfolk. Workers came to him not just from the nearby Tyson
plant, but also the Cargill plant in Schuyler and the WholeStone Farms plant in Fremont, exhibiting the
now telltale signs of COVID-19: dry, scratchy coughs, chills, fatigue.
Workers — many of whom are Latino immigrants or refugees from Myanmar and eastern Africa — often
carpooled to work and ate lunch together, and their families hung out on the weekends.
“Once there was a known positive within one group, they were all fearful: They wanted to be seen,
tested, examined,” he said.
Parts of the state and country were dealing with testing supply shortages, but Nuño had worked early on
with a local pharmacist, Brett Louderback, to find a source. The clinic got hooked up with a private
Maryland-based laboratory and diagnostics company, CirrusDX, that had created its own COVID-19 test,
with quick turnaround times of about 24 hours.
Uhing, meanwhile, was quickly trying to get up to speed on the Madison plant’s complex operations,
where different workers in separate areas slaughter hogs and carve different cuts of meat. She had been
inside only once or twice, and had just seen the lunch room and a meeting room.
“Interviewing the first cohort of Tyson cases, we didn’t even know to ask what areas of the plant do you
work in, because we didn’t know there were different areas,” she said. “ ‘Are you in the ham plant, or are
you in the pens? Are you on the production line, or in maintenance?’ You don’t know to ask those
questions.”
The physical plant was in Uhing’s health department jurisdiction, but its workers live in 14 different
counties. If a worker didn’t live in her four-county district, the health department wouldn’t be notified
that they had tested positive.
“It’s very hard to know the breadth of an outbreak when you’re only getting results from the ones who
reside with you,” she said.







So early on, Uhing tried to seize upon a testing opportunity through the state’s TestNebraska initiative.
Nebraska National Guard members were coming to Norfolk on April 18 and could swab the noses of
about 100 people for testing. Uhing decided to set aside about a quarter of the testing slots for Tyson
workers, and her staff sent Tyson the registration information so they could decide which workers to
prioritize.
Then Tyson got cold feet.
It’s still somewhat unclear what the initial hesitation was. Uhing thought it was difficult to get layers of
lawyers and corporate executives to quickly sign off on getting workers tested, and that Tyson may have
felt unfairly singled out when other employers or facilities had positive cases, too.
Others have said that meatpacking plants in general were slow to institute widespread testing and be
fully transparent about the true scope of their outbreaks.
In a recent statement, Tyson said “we continue to learn, adjust and adapt as we address these
unprecedented and ever-changing times. Facility-wide testing is a very complex process that requires
extensive coordination with health officials and involves multiple days to conduct.”
Uhing reached out to Gov. Pete Ricketts’ office at one point, according to emails obtained by The World-
Herald. While the plant’s local managers and head nurse, Annie Farrar, seemed to realize the gravity of
the situation, she said, the company was not fully cooperative.
“We are being met with corporate gridlock, and it makes containing these outbreaks incredibly difficult
at the most inopportune time when time is of critical essence,” she emailed Ricketts’ office. “Today, we
are getting a better feeling of support from Tyson locally, but I do fear that corporate policies and
decisions will prevent the local plant management from working with us to the maximized extent.”
Uhing also sent Tyson a strict list of recommendations the company should be complying with: universal
masking, two-week quarantines for any workers in close contact with positive cases and immediately
sending home any employees who sniffled or coughed.
Then she sent out a press release detailing her dealings with Tyson and its decision to back out of the
testing event.
The surrounding community took notice.
“The whole idea of COVID locally had not been largely accepted,” Uhing said. “But then when first
introduction into the community involves one of the larger employers, it doesn’t take long for the
community panic to take hold and wanting to know and wanting to be reassured that something was
being done. We were getting a lot of pressure from concerned community members, community leaders
saying, ‘Do they have this under control?’ ”
Moenning posted to Facebook the same weekend. He was hearing from small-business owners who had
dutifully closed their bars or shops to prevent the virus from spreading, and they felt Tyson wasn’t
playing by the same rules.
Even as the number of coronavirus cases tied to meatpacking plants mounted, Tyson and other
processing plants had been declared essential by President Donald Trump. Ricketts said plants had to
stay open to keep grocery stores stocked with meat.
“I’m hopeful that Tyson, in fact, takes this seriously,” Moenning wrote. “For a corporation that’s profited
millions off the work of area laborers & suppliers for decades, we should expect the utmost in
transparency & action rooted in abundance of caution for workers’ safety and that of their families and
neighbors.”
Moenning appealed to Ricketts, too, asking if his office could persuade Tyson to play ball, and to U.S.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb. Moenning used to work for the congressman, and Fortenberry’s chief of
staff is a doctor with a background in public health.
Fortenberry said he and his staff were happy to support the local officials by talking with Tyson.
“A local health director dealing with a corporate board room and lawyers 500 miles away? That’s a
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difficult situation,” he said.
A spokesman for Ricketts confirmed the governor also phoned a Tyson executive.
The public and political pressure seemed to work.
“The local plant leaders, they must have contacted corporate pretty fast,” Uhing said. “It didn’t take long
then for a whole different group of Tyson corporate leaders to be in contact with me, and the tone
changed. We were getting offers from them to comply and do whatever they could to help us. … They
just came back to the table in a very cooperative tone and honestly were very helpful to me from that
point forward.”
With all the players on board, including state officials, Fortenberry’s office, local medical providers like
Louderback, Tyson and Elkhorn Logan Valley staff organized mass testing through the Maryland lab.
They educated workers on how to isolate and reduce the risk of getting their whole family or household
sick. The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services sent a team of epidemiologists to crunch
data and an infection-control specialist from Nebraska Medicine toured the plant.
More than 1,400 workers, contractors and vendors at the plant were tested by either Tyson or local
health care providers at the beginning of May, and the plant was briefly closed to clean and await the
test results. Steve Stouffer, group president of Tyson Fresh Meats, appeared via video at a press
conference with Moenning, Uhing and other officials to discuss the plant closure and testing.
“They came around to what is our natural impulse in Nebraska, which is to be cooperative,” Fortenberry
said.
“Our company had been involved in facility-wide testing at several Tyson locations in other states before
testing was launched at Madison in May,” Tyson said in its statement. “While the approach taken by
state and local health officials has not always been the same from one location to the next — resulting in
new circumstances and questions — we’ve always been grateful for their willingness to collaborate and
do our best for our team members.”
At one point, Uhing was thrown another curveball. While she had been routinely publicizing the number
of cases at the Tyson plant, Ricketts told local health departments not to release numbers for specific
meat and food facilities unless they had permission from the plants — a move that some perceived as an
attempt to gag local health officials and hide outbreaks.
Madison Mayor Al Brandl pushed for the numbers to be released.
“We all have a good reason to know the numbers of infected people who live in this community,” he
emailed Uhing on May 8. “It is essential to be informed with facts.”
Fortenberry’s office helped persuade Tyson to publicly release the results of its mass-testing effort, at a
time when few companies, including Tyson, were voluntarily disclosing coronavirus numbers at their
plants. The Elkhorn Logan Valley health department and Tyson released the results in a joint press
release on May 12.
A total of 212 workers tested positive, about 14.5% of the total workforce. That included 74 people who
had no COVID-19 symptoms.
“I had already started releasing information prior to the governor’s request,” Uhing said. “I wasn’t asking
for new permission to do something, I was basically asking a corporate office for permission to finish
what I had already started.”
* * *
Madison County’s total coronavirus cases per 100,000 residents still ranks 10th highest in Nebraska,
according to the New York Times coronavirus tracker. That’s a lower rate than in counties like Douglas,
Colfax, Saline and Dodge, which are also home to meatpacking plants where outbreaks have occurred.
A Tyson spokeswoman said earlier this month that there are currently “very few active cases at our
Madison facility” — fewer than 10.
Nuño said at the end of July that he’s seeing fewer COVID-19 patients these days at his clinic.
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Tyson says it has spent millions of dollars at its facilities on masks, gloves and face shields for workers,
installed plastic dividers in common areas and on some parts of the production line and paid out
bonuses to those who kept working.
But one line worker at the Madison plant isn’t applauding yet. The worker, who asked to remain
unnamed for fear of retaliation, says the danger of a new outbreak hasn’t passed.
True, he said, temperatures are scanned at the start of shifts and masks are handed out — but not every
worker wears them properly, over both their mouth and nose. And he’d like to see more independent
observers from the local health department or the state routinely checking plant conditions.
Some workers’ groups and other advocates continue to push for more protections: regular testing,
hazard pay and slower line speeds so workers can spread out more.
“They deserve zero credit,” the worker said of Tyson. “The fact that Tyson is looking good compared to
other pork plants is dumb (expletive) luck.”
But local leaders say it’s more than luck that the Madison-Norfolk area hasn’t seen a major surge in
cases. Moenning said the local response, including the growing trust between Tyson officials and area
leaders, could be a valuable model for other meatpacking companies and the often smaller, rural
communities in which they operate.
“I don’t think it’s a coincidence that we didn’t become the next Grand Island,” he said. “I think that’s one
of the lessons learned in this. Essential does not mean untouchable.”
Fortenberry, Moenning and others said Uhing’s gutsiness and perseverance — with a dash of diplomacy
— led to better outcomes, protecting workers and the surrounding communities and setting an example
for corporate transparency.
“From the beginning our goal was twofold,” Uhing said. “One, to stop an outbreak and prevent further
exposure and spread, and goal No. 2 was to keep the packing plant open, because of their contribution
to feeding the world. Even if they had to operate at a lesser capacity, that’s better than no capacity at
all.”
“I have to give Tyson some credit,” she continued. “There were some hiccups, but there were a lot of
positives.”
By Erin Duffy
 


LJS: Mayor sees evidence of mask mandate's effectiveness; 16 new cases
 
A likely third straight week of declining new coronavirus cases demonstrates the effectiveness of
Lancaster County's mask mandate that took effect almost a month ago, Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor
Baird said Friday. 
The 16 cases confirmed Friday marked the lowest number of new daily cases this week, and Lancaster
County headed into the weekend positioned to have the fewest weekly total of new cases since late
June.
The new cases raised the county's total to 3,431, and with no new deaths from COVID-19 reported, the
toll remained at 19.
Earlier in the week, the Omaha City Council followed Lincoln's lead by enacting a mask mandate of its
own, and Gaylor Baird praised the decision.
"Given the proximity of our two cities and the amount of interaction typically occurring between us, we
in Lincoln are safer with Omaha having a mask requirement in place," Gaylor Baird said.
Lancaster County's mandate led to a legal battle this month with Madsen's Bowling &  Billiards, where
the owner defied the city's closure order and told his patrons masks were optional there.
The health department took the bowling alley and pool hall to court to enforce its order, then had the
police shut down the business for three days before the two sides reached an agreement allowing
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Madsen's to reopen. 
Among the requirements in Madsen's compliance plan the Health Department approved was a
requirement that staff ask patrons to wear a mask when inside and not advertise actions conflicting with
the directed health measure, according to a copy of the plan obtained by the Journal Star.
"We're not asking people to confront each other about their reasons for wearing a mask or not," Gaylor
Baird said. "So again there may very well be reasons people don't have them on."
Mask use indoors is required in most cases; however, people seated at a table where they are eating and
drinking are not required to wear them, according to the directed health measure.
Health Department staff expect Madsen's will comply with the plan, interim Lincoln-Lancaster County
Health Department Director Pat Lopez said. 
"We have no reason at this time to think that they aren't," she said, noting that she wasn't aware of any
new any complaints about violations there since Madsen's reopened.
Her staff will continue to conduct surveillance on the business, as is the case at other bars and
restaurants in Lincoln.
"It's hard to say who has a health problem and can't wear a face covering or mask," Lopez said. "But I
think if we were in a place doing surveillance and no one was wearing a mask, that would be extremely
suspicious." 
Ultimately, there comes a point when people are expected to do the right thing, she said.
Risk of contracting the coronavirus in the county remains high, and Lopez's staff decided to keep the risk
dial in the orange category for another week, though the data has positioned it close to dropping into
the yellow (moderate risk) category, she said. 
The positivity rate, which denotes how prevalent positive cases of the disease are when compared with
the number of tests being done, has leveled off since peaking in July, she said.   
Despite overall increases in hospital stays for all patients, Lincoln hospitals continue to have the capacity
to care for coronavirus patients, Lopez said. 
But the declines also come as the total number of tests has fallen in recent weeks. 
Lopez said she didn't know what exactly may be causing that decrease in testing, but she said it is
possible increased mask wearing has reduced the need for some people who were around people
infected with the virus to get tested.
Three of four tests in the county continue to come back within three days, but Lopez on Friday called out
the testing delays for people who seek testing through CVS Pharmacy.
Its independent testing lab, Quest Diagnostics, has taken between eight and 10 days to turn around tests
for Lancaster County residents, which Lopez called unacceptable.
Gaylor Baird's team, along with Gov. Pete Ricketts' staff, have brought their concerns about the testing
delays and are working with the company to resolve the issue, she said.
In a statement on its website, Quest Diagnostics said it's trying to increase its capacity, noting that to
date it has completed more than 11.2 million tests. 
The mayor said she recognizes how surges in cases across the country can have a downstream effect on
cities such as Lincoln. 
But residents here are asked to stay home while awaiting a coronavirus test result. 
"The whole effort is broken down with that kind of a lengthy turnaround time," she said. 
Residents seeking testing should instead utilize Test Nebraska, the mayor said.
By Riley Johnson
 


Washington Post: Facing unmasked diners and sick colleagues, restaurant workers worry
about safety — and their livelihoods
 







On June 17, Jennifer Moreau received a text that said Senate Blue Ash, the suburban Cincinnati
restaurant where she worked as a cook, would be closed the following day. All employees would be
required to get tested for the coronavirus on their day off, the owner and executive team wrote.
According to the restaurant, a line cook had just tested positive.
“Obviously discretions [sic] is key so please refrain from related posts on social media, as it would affect
all of our livelihoods,” the text explained, according to a screenshot Moreau shared with The Washington
Post.
Moreau dutifully got tested but didn’t visit the recommended clinic. She found one closer to her home.
Moreau thought it also provided same-day results. It didn’t. Executive chef Leroy Ansley, who declined to
comment for this story, was not happy. He exchanged texts with Moreau, which she shared with The
Post, indicating that her decision had put him in a bind, as the restaurant reopened on June 19 with less
than half its kitchen staff. Ansley even sent Moreau a photo of chef and co-owner Daniel Wright in a
black mask.
“I have to have Dan come in and peel potatoes,” Ansley texted. “It is what it is.”
On June 17, Jennifer Moreau received a text that said Senate Blue Ash, the suburban Cincinnati
restaurant where she worked as a cook, would be closed the following day. All employees would be
required to get tested for the coronavirus on their day off, the owner and executive team wrote.
According to the restaurant, a line cook had just tested positive.
“Obviously discretions [sic] is key so please refrain from related posts on social media, as it would affect
all of our livelihoods,” the text explained, according to a screenshot Moreau shared with The Washington
Post.
Moreau dutifully got tested but didn’t visit the recommended clinic. She found one closer to her home.
Moreau thought it also provided same-day results. It didn’t. Executive chef Leroy Ansley, who declined to
comment for this story, was not happy. He exchanged texts with Moreau, which she shared with The
Post, indicating that her decision had put him in a bind, as the restaurant reopened on June 19 with less
than half its kitchen staff. Ansley even sent Moreau a photo of chef and co-owner Daniel Wright in a
black mask.
“I have to have Dan come in and peel potatoes,” Ansley texted. “It is what it is.”
Moreau, 49, never returned to Senate Blue Ash.
She had reasons, starting with her son, Alex Allen, who was a cook at a sister restaurant and who tested
positive for the coronavirus on June 23. Even though she tested negative, Moreau was required to
quarantine for two weeks because she lives in the same house with her son. But Moreau was also put off
by the way Queen City Hospitality Group, the parent of Senate Blue Ash, handled the situation. She
didn’t like the social media blackout on the restaurant’s positive employee. She worried, too, the
workplace wasn’t safe after a 24-hour shutdown and a round of rapid-response tests, which have a 20
percent false-negative rate. She, after all, has elderly parents, including her mom, who already had
contracted the virus.
“Our customers have the right to know that the people serving their food have been exposed to covid,”
said Moreau, who contacted Restaurant Opportunities Centers United, an advocacy group for hospitality
workers, and filed a complaint against Queen City with the National Labor Relations Board.
“It’s highly likely that some of them that tested negative were actually positive, which made me even
more afraid to go back to work,” added Moreau, who worked next to the cook who tested positive.
“None of these tests are 100 percent.”
Wright, the co-owner of Queen City, denies the accusations and says his company is “doing everything
that we can to keep our restaurants safe.” He instead points a finger instead at Moreau. He alleges she
has been drumming up charges, and faking a coronavirus-positive result, just to collect the extra $600 a
week in unemployment, back when it was still available. “Some people just don’t want to work,” he said.
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Across the country, many hospitality workers are afraid to work right now in an industry that’s fighting
for survival with limited resources, conflicting reopening guidance from government and a significant
portion of the population that continues to think the coronavirus is no worse than the seasonal flu. The
reopening of restaurants, as Moreau’s example shows, has also further frayed the already-fraught
relationship between worker and employer.
Workers’ fears are as individual as their situations. Some have loved ones who are immune-
compromised, and they can’t risk bringing the virus home. Some have their own health issues that make
them vulnerable. Some work in a part of the country where people don’t believe in wearing masks. Some
worry their employers are not taking the pandemic seriously. Some have to interact with tourists who
may be traveling from hot spots.
Some also have enough savings to try to ride out the pandemic without stepping back into restaurants
and bars. But some, such as Lena Schlegelmilch, don’t have that luxury. The jobs that offer the flexibility
that Schlegelmilch needs — the 20-year-old is a junior at the University of Nebraska at Kearney — are
mostly in the restaurant industry, so she continues to work as a server, cook and bartender at
Thunderhead Brewing, where her father, Jamie, is general manager.
Since June 22, Gov. Pete Ricketts has allowed most Nebraska restaurants to operate at 100 percent
capacity. The Republican governor has also encouraged, but not mandated, mask-wearing among
residents. At Thunderhead Brewing, Schlegelmilch said, only about 10 percent of her customers wear
masks at any time in the restaurant, creating many more opportunities every shift for the virus to pass
from patron to staff. Those who don’t wear a mask will sometimes mock her when she does. They’ll say
she’s wearing a “face condom” or explain that “it doesn’t protect you as much as you think that it
should,” she said.
“I used to talk back,” Schlegelmilch said, “but I have to make money somehow, so usually I just stay
silent, because if you piss them off enough they’re not going to tip you.”
Schlegelmilch has not only stopped talking back. She’s also stopped wearing a mask. Her decision has led
to some direct benefits. She made $30 or $40 a night in tips while wearing a mask, and it’s now “over
$100 in tips every shift,” she said.
Thunderhead recommends employees wear masks and has coverings available for staff, but they’re not
required, said Jamie Schlegelmilch, the GM. “It’s just basically up to the customer” to wear a mask, he
added. “The best thing we can do is encourage them and hope it will be okay.”
Megan Lombardi, 20, can identify with Lena Schlegelmilch. She’s a server at the Foggy Bottom location
of Duke’s Grocery, a small chain of neighborhood pubs in Washington. To save money, Lombardi said,
the restaurant cut the hostess who usually would greet customers and remind them about the city’s
policy requiring them to wear masks except when they’re eating or drinking. Without that line of
defense, Lombardi spends part of her shift reminding customers to mask up. Some don’t listen, such as
the table of five who vaped inside and ignored her request to don masks when leaving. Her tip on their
$75 tab? Zero. A woman from Florida, without a mask, got in Lombardi’s face and mocked her to fellow
patrons. Her party left a few singles on a $120 check.
With the bad tips and the lack of customers, Lombardi figures she’s making about minimum wage, down
from the $30 an hour she used to count on to make rent. Duke’s Grocery owner Daniel Kramer declined
to comment when asked about Lombardi’s complaints.
Yolanda Scott, 51, is a member of the Culinary Workers Union Local 226, which represents 98 percent of
the servers, cooks, bartenders, room attendants and others who work on the strip in Las Vegas. Scott has
worked as a server at Treasure Island since the casino opened in 1993. When Treasure Island reopened
in June, Scott was back on familiar turf in the Coffee Shop, but under unfamiliar circumstances. The new
mandated distance between tables has been hell on her arthritis.
But her bigger problem is the customers, most of whom are tourists. Scott serves between 50 and 80
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people a day, she said, and none wear masks. Scott said they should put them on while interacting with
her, not just for her well-being but for those who share her home. Her partner, Scott said, has a bad
kidney and heart, and she is “very nervous” about bringing the virus home from diners who might be
visiting Las Vegas from a hot spot.
“You don’t know where people are coming from,” Scott said.
Her customers’ behavior places the burden on Scott to keep her partner and two children safe. She has
developed protocols when returning from work. Before greeting anyone, “I take my shoes off at the door
and then I go straight to the restroom and remove my clothing and shower.” She stuffs her work clothes
in a bag to have them cleaned at the casino.
“We require all our guests and employees to wear masks unless eating and drinking,” a casino
spokesperson said in a statement. “TI employees, including managers, waitstaff and bussers, are tasked
with reminding guests to follow procedure for the safety of everyone on property. We take the security
of our employees and guests very seriously.”
William Morris, 47, hasn’t worked in professional kitchens since March 9. He misses, and fears, them. He
has been cooking at restaurants for more than 25 years, including stints as head chef at Vermilion in
Alexandria and Cherry, the restaurant inside the W Hotel in downtown Washington. But as a cancer
survivor, he’s vigilant about his health and the conditions that may impact it. His mother, Jewelyn,
recently died of covid-19, the disease the virus causes. She went quickly, Morris said. He didn’t get to say
goodbye.
“You’ll have to excuse me,” he said, starting to choke up. “My mom was my world. She was my
everything.”
Morris’s concerns are compounded by what he knows about kitchens. They’re built for efficiency, not to
protect workers from a virus. Kitchens are often compact, designed to limit the number of steps for the
cooks who work the line. They’re often hot, too, the kind of place where few would want to wear a mask
for prolonged periods. Workers will show up even when ill, Morris adds, usually because they don’t have
sick leave or can’t afford the time off.
“You think about the amount of line cooks that are working two jobs,” Morris said. “You could be very
safe in one restaurant and taking every precaution. But is everybody at all the restaurants going to be
the same way?”
In Cincinnati, the case of the Senate Blue Ash employee who tested positive for the coronavirus was
never reported to Hamilton County Public Health, as required, said Mike Samet, public information
officer for the department. The notification of a positive rapid test would have initiated contact tracing
by the department, Samet said, but the restaurant would not have been required to shut down or to test
employees.
“There are a lot of questions about that rapid test right now,” Samet said. Many of those questions were
generated after Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) tested positive following a rapid-response test, only to learn
he didn’t have the virus when administered the more accurate polymerase chain reaction test. Hamilton
County has not mandated which test to use, Samet said.
“There are a lot of questions about that rapid test right now,” Samet said. Many of those questions were
generated after Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) tested positive following a rapid-response test, only to learn
he didn’t have the virus when administered the more accurate polymerase chain reaction test. Hamilton
County has not mandated which test to use, Samet said.
Wright said Queen City had alerted the public about the sick employee at Senate Blue Ash, though there
were no mentions on the restaurant’s Facebook or Twitter accounts. Nor did Wright say anything on his
personal Facebook page, but on June 23, four days after Senate Blue Ash reopened after testing all
employees, Wright wrote a lengthy Facebook post about an employee who “likely tested positive” at
sister restaurant Pontiac in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood. The employee was Allen, Moreau’s son, a
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cook at Pontiac before he was recently fired for making what Wright said were “transphobic” comments
on social media. (Allen confirms the reasons for his termination.)
Some media outlets in Cincinnati wrote stories based on Wright’s Facebook post, which the owner
pointed to as evidence that the public was notified about Senate Blue Ash. But none of the stories found
by The Post mentioned a sick employee at Senate Blue Ash.
Moreau disputes Wright’s characterization of her motives. Moreau said she has been in recovery from
heroin addiction for almost six years, a constant self-monitoring process that includes a brutal honesty to
“keep my end of the street clean.” Even though she tested negative, Moreau stayed away from work
because she continued to have symptoms, during which time she collected unemployment for five
weeks before starting a new job Tuesday at a hotel restaurant.
“I’m the last person that anybody would ever describe as a disgruntled worker. Work was my happy
place. I loved my job,” Moreau said.
“My customers are more important,” Moreau added. “If we had to close down, we all could have got
unemployment. We didn’t have to lie to the customers and put them at risk. That was wrong.”
By Tim Carman
 


OWH: Coronavirus cases level off statewide but spike in Sarpy, Kearney and North Platte
 
What’s behind the recent spike in coronavirus cases in Kearney and the surrounding Buffalo County?
Chris Fankhauser, the emergency response coordinator for the Two Rivers Public Health Department,
has a guess: pandemic fatigue.
People want to see their friends and family members, but that desire to socialize and a worrying lack of
caution seem to be fueling some coronavirus spread in the Kearney region.
Buffalo County has tallied 152 new coronavirus cases over the last two weeks, according to the state
coronavirus dashboard, and Fankhauser said large gatherings — weddings, graduation parties,
barbecues — seem to be at least partly to blame.
“We don’t like a lot of the things we have to do right now, either, but we also want to try and protect the
people in our community as much as possible, so we tough it out,” she said.
The Kearney Regional Medical Center began restricting patient visitors again Tuesday in response to the
growing number of cases in the community.
“Unfortunately this is going to be a cyclical thing for our community until there’s a vaccine,” Dr. Scott
Smith, the hospital’s director of medical affairs, said in a press release. “We will continue to see peaks
and valleys in cases. We will adapt our visitor policies in order to keep our patients, staff and community
members safe.”
The Kearney hospital was treating three COVID-19 patients on Friday, down from eight earlier in the
week, a spokeswoman said.
Over the last week, there have been some encouraging signs in Nebraska’s coronavirus numbers. Overall
cases leveled off or dipped slightly in Nebraska and Douglas County, but regions including Kearney, North
Platte and Sarpy County are now wrestling with sudden spikes.
For the seven days ending Friday, Nebraska averaged 269 new coronavirus cases a day, a slight decrease
after cases started climbing in mid-July and about the same as the week before, when the state was
averaging 270 cases per day. Nebraska hospitals were treating 145 COVID-19 patients as of Friday, down
just slightly from the 151 patients hospitalized as of Aug. 6.
The state recorded 16 new coronavirus-related deaths for the week, with 361 people in total dying since
the pandemic started.
Douglas County cases dipped for the week, too.
For the seven days ending Friday, the county tallied 754 cases, down from 808 new cases the week
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before. However, the positivity rate on Friday for the week so far still was about 10.8%, according to the
county’s dashboard. Local officials hope a new mask mandate in Omaha will drive down the spread of
the virus.
Free face coverings are available at the Douglas County office building at 1111 S. 41st St. on weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Omaha area hospitals had 101 patients with a confirmed COVID-19 case as of Friday’s count, down
slightly from a week ago.
Weekly case counts continue to drop in Lancaster County, which implemented its own mask order for
indoor spaces on July 20. The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported 16 new coronavirus
cases Friday, the lowest daily number since July 6.
“We can now say, with evidence, it’s working,” Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said at a coronavirus briefing
Friday.
Sarpy County cases were actually trending downward for the week. For about three weeks, the
Sarpy/Cass Health Department was reporting an average of about 45 cases per week.
The most recent week was looking even better, with about 32 cases per day, after the Health
Department reported its highest-ever weekly case count, 294, for the week ending Aug. 1.
But then Thursday hit.
The Health Department recorded 90 new cases in one day, 76 in Sarpy and 14 in Cass. The department
also received two new coronavirus-related death certificates for Sarpy County residents — both people
older than age 70 with underlying health conditions — though assistant health director Jenny Steventon
said she believed both died in July.
The latest cases in Sarpy and Cass seem to be fueled by some of the usual suspects, she said: youth
sports, long-term care facilities and some workplace clusters.
The West Central District Health Department, which covers Lincoln, Logan, McPherson, Thomas, Hooker
and Arthur Counties, had about 70 confirmed cases between March and mid-July, West Central District
Health Department Executive Director Shannon Vanderheiden said on a video call Monday.
In the last two weeks, 79 new cases have been reported in Lincoln County alone, where North Platte is
located. At least two dozen cast members of a local production of the musical “Mamma Mia!”
have tested positive over the last few weeks, according to the North Platte Telegraph.
“We’re really paying close attention to our numbers increasing,” Vanderheiden said on the call.
By Erin Duffy
 


LJS: Lancaster County confirms 21 new COVID-19 cases
 
Lancaster County reported 21 new positive COVID-19 cases Saturday, as the weekly case count declined
for the third straight week, according to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.
The community total is 3,452. The number of cases for the week ending Saturday was 151, which is the
lowest weekly case count since the first week of July. The positivity rate also dipped slightly, from 5.9%
the first week of August to 5.7% for the week ending Saturday, which is the lowest positivity rate since
late June.
The number of deaths linked to the disease in Lancaster County remains at 19.
Statewide, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 253 new cases of COVID-
19 on Saturday, raising the total case count to 30,241. The total deaths remained at 361.
By Sofia Saric
 


LJS: Lancaster County confirms 15 new coronavirus cases
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Lincoln reported 15 new positive COVID-19 cases Sunday, continuing the city's downward trend in recent
weeks, according to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.
The community total is 3,467. The number of cases for the week ending Saturday was 158, which is the
lowest weekly case count since late June. The positivity rate also dipped slightly, from 5.9% the first
week of August to 5.6% for the week ending Saturday, which is also the lowest positivity rate since late
June.
The number of deaths linked to the disease in Lancaster County remains at 19.
Statewide, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 253 new cases of COVID-
19 on Saturday, raising the total case count to 30,241. There have been 361 deaths linked to the virus in
the state.
By Alex Lantz
 


OWH: Coronavirus cases reported in three metro area school districts
 
A teacher at Westmont Elementary School in the Springfield-Platteview Community Schools has tested
positive for COVID-19, just days before the start of the school year.
Nichole Baugh, the district’s spokeswoman, said Saturday that five other teachers at the same school
have been instructed to self-isolate after coming into contact with that teacher during a socially
distanced lunch at the school.
Substitute teachers will fill the teachers’ positions until they can return, Baugh said, and school remains
scheduled to begin as planned Tuesday. None of the six teachers will return until at least Aug. 26.
Families were informed of the positive test Thursday, Baugh said, the same day the district was made
aware.
The five teachers are being asked to self-isolate out of an “abundance of caution,” she said.
Extensive COVID-19 response plans put into place this summer cover the district’s response to this
situation and others, Baugh said.
Jenni Benson, president of the Nebraska State Education Association, said the union appreciates the
Springfield-Platteview school district’s work to protect teachers and students but is concerned generally
about the safety of Sarpy County schools. The county is densely populated and has no mask mandate,
she said, so it will be difficult for schools in the county to safely return at full capacity.
Springfield-Platteview schools are reopening at full capacity. Plastic barriers have been installed around
some school desks, and masks will be required of students in most situations, including on buses, while
moving around school buildings and when social distancing is not possible.
New cases of COVID-19 were also reported Saturday by the Papillion La Vista Community Schools and
the Ralston Public Schools.
Papillion La Vista


·         Parkview Heights Elementary families were informed in an email that a staff member tested
positive for the coronavirus. Anyone who had direct contact with the staff member has been
contacted.


·         A presumed case was also reported to Portal Elementary families. Officials said a sixth grade
student received a clinical diagnosis and is presumed positive for COVID-19.


Ralston
·         Ralston High School reported Saturday that two students, one junior and one senior, tested


positive for COVID-19. The district communicated with families considered to have close contact
with the students, Principal Jesse Tvrdy said in a letter to Ralston High families.


·         The district also told Mockingbird Elementary families that a fifth grader has tested positive.


By Jessica Wade
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OWH: After superintendent tests positive, Plainview Public Schools delays start of school
year
 
No one is immune from troubles caused by the novel coronavirus.
One Nebraska school district learned that firsthand. When the Plainview Public Schools superintendent
was diagnosed with COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, the school district opted to
push back the start of the school year to keep students and other staff members safe.
In an emergency board meeting, held virtually on Wednesday, Superintendent Darron Arlt said he had
tested positive for the disease that morning.
Arlt said he started feeling symptomatic on Tuesday. He told The World-Herald that he felt a tightness in
his chest and a coughing sensation. Those symptoms were followed by chills, body aches and fevers. Arlt
said he experienced the flu-like symptoms for 48 hours. Almost three days after onset, Arlt said he’s
feeling almost back to normal.
Earlier in the week, Arlt told board members, he was in large and small group meetings with district
teachers. He sat at the same lunch table with a handful of staff members for about 10 to 15 minutes.
Otherwise, Arlt said he was not in close contact with anyone for more than 10 minutes.
The board voted unanimously to push the start of the school year to back from Aug. 13 to Aug. 24. No
other staff members have reported experiencing symptoms.
Plainview is about 30 miles northwest of Norfolk. The school district has about 315 students.
By Kelsey Stewart
 


OWH: Broken Bow schools cancel bulk of classes after 24 staff members put in quarantine
over COVID-19
 
Classes for most, but not all, grade levels in the Broken Bow School District have been canceled this week
after three staff members tested positive for COVID-19 and 24 staff members were placed in quarantine.
Superintendent Darren Tobey announced the decision on the district’s website.
Tobey said classes for pre-kindergarten and grades 6 through 12 have been canceled through Friday. Nor
will there be off-campus learning during that time, he said.
All kindergarten through fifth grade students should report at their normal time Monday.
The decision to cancel school for the affected grade levels was because of staffing, he said. It was made
with input from the school board, local medical professionals and the Loup Basin Health Department, he
said.
Starting Monday through Sept. 7, the school district will require all students and staff members to wear
masks, Tobey said. That includes extracurricular activities and school transportation. The requirement
will be revisited before it expires, he said.
All other school events and activities will not require masks. However, masks “are strongly
recommended and encouraged to help keep our students safe in the classroom and participate in
extracurricular activities,” Tobey said.
The school district covers 426 square miles in Nebraska’s Custer County and has an enrollment of more
than 800 students in preschool through 12th grade.
By Kevin Cole
 


AP: Nebraska jails, prisons struggle to halt coronavirus spread
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Some of Nebraska’s jails and prisons continue to struggle to control the spread of
the coronavirus within their walls.
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That struggle was on display this week in the Douglas County Jail, which on Thursday confirmed 35 new
COVID-19 cases among the jail’s employees and seven new cases among inmates. Since the onset of the
pandemic, a total of 92 employees, two contractors and 66 prisoners have tested positive at the jail.
“Given the spread of the virus in the facility, we anticipate there are more positive cases,” jail Director
Mike Myers said. “We are closely monitoring our population and will continue to test anyone who shows
symptoms.”
The Nebraska state prisons system has also seen new confirmed cases nearly every day this week among
staff. The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services said Thursday that two more staffers with the
Diagnostic and Evaluation Center in Lincoln had tested positive, bringing the total number of prison
staffers across the state infected since the start of the outbreak to 54.
While the seven-day rolling average of new coronavirus cases in Nebraska has not increased, the seven-
day average of daily deaths in the state has risen over the past two weeks from 1.86 deaths per day on
July 30 to three deaths per day by Thursday.
 


OWH: Most appear to be following Omaha mask mandate
 
With his masked kids trailing behind him at the North 30th Street Family Fare, the father offered a
sheepish smile.
Yes, he said, requiring masks is a good idea, but he’d forgotten his on Sunday.
A spot check of stores, bars and restaurants over the weekend showed that most but not all people were
complying with Omaha’s new requirement that masks be worn at indoor public places. A handful of
people at local grocery stores weren’t wearing masks, and a significant minority of workers and
customers at the stores had pulled their masks down below their noses, in violation of the ordinance.
Sean Sanchez of Omaha said he’s noticed greater mask wearing since the ordinance went into effect
Tuesday.
“Prior to the mandate effective date, I saw people that didn’t have a mask walk right into stores that had
posted signs of ‘Do not enter without a mask,’ ” he said. “Who knows? If this would have been effective
back in March or April, we could be past this stage by now?”
The emergency ordinance runs until Sept. 15, at which point the City Council will revisit it. It requires a
mask while indoors in most public places. There are some exceptions, including buildings where people
can maintain 6 feet of distance, for children under age 5 and for those with some medical conditions. At
restaurants and bars, masks aren’t required while seated to eat or drink. A violation carries a $25 fine,
but city officials say they will focus on education, not levying fines.
One shopper outside of Omaha wondered if she was noticing a ripple effect of some Omahans taking
their shopping elsewhere.
“Sarpy County is awful,” Michelle Seiter said Sunday afternoon via Facebook. “Just got done doing the
shopping for my parents, and thought I was going to lose it there were so many people in Hy-Vee not
wearing masks. Wonder if they are coming from Douglas County/Omaha?”
At Omaha restaurants and bars, staff say they have run into some grumbling, but people generally have
been cooperative. However, at one dance club, virtually no one was wearing a mask on the dance floor
Saturday night.
At The Max dance club in downtown Omaha, patrons took their masks off as they headed to the dance
floor. There’s no carve-out in the ordinance that allows dancing without a mask. The club’s management
had no comment on the matter.
At Leadbelly restaurant at Midtown Crossing, General Manager Jessica Powell said the mandate has
eased some of the stress of doing business.
“It’s nice that as a business we don’t have to go about it by ourselves — it’s just required by the city,”
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Powell said.
That’s a sentiment shared by Alex Bogatz, a patron of Rose & Crown Pub in near-downtown. He said he
mostly supports the mask mandate.
“One thing that’s really good is it takes the weight off the individual companies having to enforce it
themselves,” Bogatz said.
Powell said Leadbelly has only had a couple of problems since Tuesday. The restaurant has masks
available for $1.
Powell said one group left Leadbelly after being told that they’d have to wear masks, even if they wanted
patio seating. For the most part people have been good about keeping them on when they’re up and
moving around.
“I have seen a few people walking to the bathroom without one and we usually just remind them,”
Powell said. “There are some people who are unaware of the proper way to wear them, they don’t cover
their nose, we try to kindly remind people to cover their mouth and their nose.”
Nancy Bohenkamp, owner of Harold’s Koffee House in the Florence area, said people are cooperating.
“Everybody’s behaving just fine,” she said. “There are a few people complaining about the masks
because they think it’s going overboard, but everybody is cooperating.”
Some employees expressed frustration because, they say, their company isn’t enforcing the ban or is
exempt from it.
A clerk at a local vape shop said that more than half of customers haven’t been wearing masks in the
past week and that the shop isn’t going to require them to do so. An employee of a local gym where
masks aren’t required is concerned about the coronavirus.
“Unfortunately there’s an exception for people exercising, so the gym I work at hasn’t changed much,”
he said. “I appreciate people trying to stay fit, but I don’t think COVID-19 stops being transmitted just
because you’re working out.”
Lorie Miller of Omaha said she was disappointed when the person delivering her groceries from Baker’s
wasn’t wearing a mask. “I am high risk,” she said.
Kathy Holtz, who also is high risk, said the requirement makes her feel safer.
“I have noticed more people wearing masks now,” she said Sunday evening. “There were only four
people at church this morning who had forgotten theirs, everyone else was covered. It does make me
feel safer going out.”
By Jessica Wade, Nancy Gaarder and Kevin Cole
 


OWH: College residence halls are making changes to to address coronavirus, manage
students who get sick
 
Forget the salad bars and waffle buffets in the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s student dining halls.
Prepare for your temperature to be taken — daily — in Creighton University residence halls.
And the three pals who wanted to live together in a large dorm room at UNL or Iowa State are going to
have to leave one of the guys behind. The days of three students per dorm room are done, at least for
now.
Colleges throughout the region have changed some of their residence and dining hall operating
procedures to minimize the risk of a coronavirus breakout. Many college leaders say they want their
campus to be open for business because most students would rather be on campus than taking classes
by computer from home. But the pressure is on administrators to pull that off safely.
Morningside College President John Reynders said last week: “I think any college president that isn’t
concerned about this fall is crazy.” Reynders said his college, in Sioux City, Iowa, will do just about
everything possible to keep people healthy. “Am I worried and concerned? You bet.”







Megan Failor, Doane University’s director of residential life and education, said administrators this fall
are bound to be concerned.
“It’s definitely going to be a unique year,” Failor said. “I think any time there are changes ... that always
causes some angst.”
Failor said Doane has designated its Colonial Hall residence facility as an isolation place for students with
positive COVID-19 tests, symptoms or significant exposure to someone who has the disease.
At UNL, Piper Hall, which wasn’t used last year, will serve as an isolation residence hall for those who
have tested positive for the coronavirus or show symptoms. Spokeswoman Leslie Reed said Piper is not a
medical facility and those with serious symptoms will have to visit a clinic.
Creighton University will designate various private rooms and private bathrooms dotted through its
dormitories for students in quarantine and isolation.
Three nurses will check in by phone with students in those rooms and will visit them wearing personal
protective equipment if a student’s condition worsens, said Tanya Winegard, vice provost for student
life.
Winegard said Creighton also will work with a local hotel to help handle quarantining and isolation if
needed.
Some schools will require masks and temperature checks and others will recommend them. Most or all
will provide additional cleaning of areas such as residence hall bathrooms.
Creighton wants at least daily mandatory temperature checks for students living on campus and those
coming to school from off campus. Faculty members and staffers face the same expectation.
And like many schools, Creighton will have a smartphone app (Creighton’s is called #CampusClear) that
will enable campus community members to screen and monitor their health.
Winegard said Creighton has set up about 15 screening stations (one each in nine residence halls) across
campus where Creighton students and others will have their temperatures checked with heat-sensing
infrared technology.
Union College, which already has started classes on its Lincoln campus, wants everyone entering
buildings to answer some simple health-check questions and to have their temperatures taken.
UNL’s Reed also said that five residence halls have especially large rooms on the corners of each floor.
But whereas in the past, three could fit into one of those rooms, only two will be allowed this school
year. And no bunk beds will be allowed on campus, she said, so that roommates will stay an adequate
distance from each other.
The University of Nebraska at Kearney for the first time has offered all students, including freshmen, the
chance to live in a single room, with no roommate. UNK says that will improve physical distancing.
UNK spokesman Todd Gottula said 400 students typically get single rooms, but this semester close to
700 will live in them. Students will pay $300 a semester more to occupy a single room.
Move-in day this semester at many colleges will not be a “bring family, relatives, dogs and friends” affair.
UNL, the University of Nebraska at Omaha, Morningside and the University of Iowa, for example, will
allow students to have only two people help them move in.
A survey this summer of 159 American universities found that about 85% are limiting guests on move-in
day to two.
A spokeswoman for the Ohio-based Association of College & University Housing Officers-International
said last week that the group suggests that colleges work closely with their local health departments for
guidance in handling the situation, because areas have differing exposure to the virus.
CEO Mary DeNiro said through the spokeswoman: “We’re going to see how it goes. We’re going to see a
lot of things in the next three of four weeks.”
Another phenomenon is the use of professional moving services by some colleges so halls and elevators
aren’t packed with family members and students. UNL, for example, has hired the national company
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United and Student Services to provide the bulk of move-in.
And serve-yourself buffets in campus dining halls will largely be banished. Many colleges — UNL,
Morningside, Union College and others — are adding “grab and go” options to their food service so
students can quickly pick up a meal and take it back to their room.
Creighton’s Winegard said “worried” is not the word she would use to describe how the university is
entering the semester. She preferred the word “vigilant” and said that is something everyone will have
to be. She said: “It’s going to take our whole community.”
By Rick Ruggles
 


OWH: Nebraskans have plenty of options if they're worried about postal delays, secretary of
state says
 
WASHINGTON — Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen has some straightforward advice for anyone
worried that Postal Service delays will affect delivery of their mail-in ballot.
“No one can guarantee the performance of the Postal Service,” Evnen told The World-Herald. “If people
are seeing reports that are concerning to them, then they ought to be planning to ask for their ballots
early and they ought to be considering alternate means of getting their ballots delivered in — or just
going to the polls.”
Even if they voted by mail in the primary, voters need to request another mail-in ballot for the general
election.
And those ballots will be counted in Nebraska only if they are received by close of polls on Nov. 3 —
postmarks are irrelevant.
In Iowa, absentee ballots must be postmarked by the Monday before Election Day and received no later
than noon on the Monday following the election.
To be confident that a ballot is counted, Nebraskans can always deposit them at secure drop boxes in
each county, Evnen said.
Reports of slower mail delivery have spread as new Postmaster General Louis DeJoy, a Trump ally,
implements an overhaul he says will ultimately improve the service.
But cutting overtime, eliminating extra trips to ensure on-time delivery and removing machines that can
process high volumes of mail — it all seems to be slowing delivery for now and could mean that ballots
sent late in the cycle don’t arrive on time.
The Washington Post reported Friday that the Postal Service had sent letters to almost all states —
including Nebraska and Iowa — warning that it can’t guarantee that all ballots will arrive in time.
Democrats have suggested that what’s really happening is that the Trump administration is actively
attempting to hamper voting by mail even as many Americans are wary of going to the polls during the
coronavirus pandemic.
“Everyone depends on the USPS. Seniors for their Social Security, veterans for their prescriptions, small
businesses trying to keep their doors open,” former President Barack Obama wrote on Twitter. “They
can’t be collateral damage for an administration more concerned with suppressing the vote than
suppressing a virus.”
Trump has talked openly about resisting additional Postal Service funding and said blocking it will hinder
the ability of states to do mail-in ballots. Contrary to many experts, Trump says such ballots are ripe for
fraud, though he requested a mail-in ballot for Tuesday’s Florida primary.
Kimberly Karol, president of the Iowa postal workers union, said it’s disappointing to see how ongoing
changes to the service are causing delivery delays.
“We are beginning to see the results back the mail up,” Karol said. “It’s not going to break the service,
but it’s just going to slow the service down.”







Karol noted that relaxing delivery standards and closing post offices with low retail volume have been
discussed for years. But those kinds of overt steps require public notification and comment.
She worries the current changes could have a similar effect but are being done without community
input. And she wants voters to know — get those ballots in with plenty of time to spare.
“We have the infrastructure and we have been handling election mail for hundreds of years and that’s
not going away,” Karol said. “It’s just a matter of making sure that we communicate and let everyone
know that this is a year where you really want to make sure you put your ballots in the mail early.”
Across the Missouri River, David Black is retired but still serves as president of the Nebraska Postal
Workers Union.
Black expressed confidence that ballots will be delivered appropriately and securely. But he also said
there’s a clear desire in some quarters to privatize the Postal Service, which he said would hurt rural
areas.
“Nobody in western Nebraska wants to pay UPS $20 to get a package of their medicine, and that’s what
it’s going to cost them,” Black said.
Post office delays could become an issue in down-ballot races.
Omaha congressional candidate Kara Eastman, a Democrat, said in a press release that Trump is out to
sabotage the Postal Service and rig the election.
Eastman is running against incumbent Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb.
“This attack on the USPS is an attack on American service and values,” Eastman said. “It’s time for Bacon
to stand up to his party and stop these attacks on one of our most basic and fundamental institutions.”
Bacon noted that he’s a member of a House caucus that supports the Postal Service and that he signed a
letter earlier this year urging top Republicans and the administration to support $25 billion in funding to
cover pandemic-related shortfalls at the service.
“I think it’s important for commerce and for the well-being of our country to have a good post office,”
Bacon said.
Bacon said Trump should not have put the Postal Service in the middle of the discussion about voting by
mail but also said that he agrees that some states do a poor job with mail-in ballots.
Bacon pointed to New York, where a surge of mail-in ballots this summer resulted in a congressional
primary race with no outcome for weeks.
“When you go four weeks after an election and there’s still ballots coming in, there’s something wrong
with that,” Bacon said.
Evnen said his elections division has been in close contact with local and regional post office
representatives. Asked about reports that states might get charged more for mailing ballots this fall,
Evnen said he doesn’t anticipate rate hikes but can use stimulus money to pay for unanticipated postage
costs.
Nebraska voters can track their ballots on the secretary of state’s website and have options if they’re
worried about their ballots arriving in time.
There are secure drop boxes at the Election Commissioner’s or County Clerk’s Office in every county, he
said.
“They are outside, they’re open 24 hours a day, seven days a week,” Evnen said.
And there’s always the old-fashioned option of casting a ballot in person on Election Day.
“You can go to the polls,” he said.
By Joseph Morton
 


LJS: Inmate missing from community corrections center in Lincoln
 
An inmate is missing from Community Corrections Center-Lincoln after he walked away from a







community program Thursday night, according to the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services.
Jeremy Hayes, 39, has not returned to the prison. 
He was wearing an electronic monitoring device that was last activated in the area of 13th and E streets,
but staff members were unable to find Hayes or the device when they searched the area. 
Hayes began a 42-month sentence Aug. 26, 2019, for charges in Lancaster County including possession
of a controlled substance and possession of a deadly weapon by a prohibited person. He had been
projected to be released March 9, 2021.
Hayes is 6-foot and 175 pounds, with black hair and brown eyes. Anyone with knowledge of his
whereabouts is asked to contact local authorities or the Nebraska State Patrol.
The Lincoln prison is one of two community custody facilities operated by the Corrections Department.
Inmates are allowed to participate in work opportunities and attend school and religious services with
prior approval and without direct supervision.
By Sofia Saric
 


OWH: Tecumseh inmate with medical condition dies at Lincoln hospital, Nebraska prison
official says
 
An 85-year-old inmate at the Tecumseh State Prison has died, an official in the Nebraska
Corrections Department said Sunday.
Larry French died Friday at Bryan Medical Center's west campus. 
French was serving a six- to 18-year sentence after being convicted of first-degree sexual assault in Burt
County. He began his term in January 2019.
The cause of death is under investigation, but a spokeswoman said French was being treated for a
medical condition. 
Under state law, a grand jury must conduct an investigation whenever an inmate dies in custody. 
By Kevin Cole
 


LJS: Pandemic legislative recess may have led to property tax relief
 
The coronavirus-dictated recess that halted the 2020 legislative session for four months may have
provided the critical helping hand that led to a grand bargain agreement that resulted in major property
tax relief.
"I'm not sure we would have been able to get anything done if not for that horrific pandemic," Sen. Lou
Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, chairwoman of the Legislature's Revenue Committee, said hours after the big
compromise package sailed to enactment on the final day of the legislative session.
"It gave us time to work on it," Linehan said during an interview in her first-floor Capitol office while she
ate a salad during a lunch-hour recess.
"We had a lot to do" to reach an uphill compromise agreement, she said, "and a lot of people were
counting on us doing something."
So senators and their staff members went to work during the recess, Linehan said, and an agreement
that seemed impossible to achieve when senators departed Lincoln on March 25 as the pandemic began
to spread came together four months later when they resumed this year's legislative session July 20.
Pressure built not only for property tax relief but also for critical economic development components
whose legislative fate was directly locked into the language of LB1107, creating a grand legislative
bargain armed with multiple pressure points. 
"A lot of people were wanting something very badly," Linehan said. "A lot of people wanted a lot of
stuff."







And then suddenly "there was too much at stake for everybody" to allow the package to fail, she said.
Wrapped into the property tax bill was a new business development incentives package to replace the
Nebraska Advantage Act, which is due to expire at the end of the year, along with a pledge of $300
million in state funding to help land a game-changing $2.6 billion project at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center.
That project, dependent on federal designation of the Omaha campus as the site of a new national
pandemic response center, would lure $2 billion in federal funding support, with private donors chipping
in the remaining $300 million.
In the end, once senators had returned to Lincoln to resume their 2020 legislative session July 20, it took
a special negotiating committee formed by Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk to seal the deal with some
hard bargaining sessions. 
And then the bill rolled through the Legislature like a freight train, gaining final enactment Thursday with
a lopsided 41-4 vote hours before senators adjourned for the year and headed home.
The final agreement includes a provision to guard against growth in state spending, Linehan noted.
That language provides that if state tax revenue increases by more than 3.5% and the state's cash
reserve fund contains at least $500 million, half of that excess revenue would be funneled into the new
property tax credit program.
"That's a big step in the right direction," Linehan said.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska Legislature closes unprecedented session with emotional debate and big
votes
 
LINCOLN — State legislators closed out a unique, coronavirus-interrupted session Thursday by passing a
modest property tax relief bill and barely mustering the votes to adopt a ban on an abortion method.
Unlike most past sessions, there wasn’t a “soft landing” on the final day. Senators, including one fighting
back tears, launched into an emotional debate that pitted personal liberties against the science of
wearing face masks to fend off COVID-19.
It was somehow fitting — the final 17 days of the session were marked by angry exchanges and lectures
to behave, at a tenor and volume not usually seen at the State Capitol. The session shut down in mid-
March because of the coronavirus outbreak and resumed in late July with new safety practices and
precautions.
But Gov. Pete Ricketts still made the traditional end-of-session appearance to thank senators for their
work. This year, he highlighted the property tax bill, money for flood relief, a veterans tax cut, creation of
a new career scholarship program and passage of the abortion method ban.
“You’ve accomplished much in these unprecedented — that word’s been used a lot — and difficult
times,” he said.
Thursday marked the final day on the legislative floor for State Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, whose
fiery speeches about racism and legendary procedural blockades of bills he hated often fomented
frustration, discomfort and grumbling.
Chambers, who is term-limited for a second time after spending 46 years in the Legislature, got in a
couple of final verbal punches, calling some senators who are anti-mask “dumbbells” and saying the
phrase “and liberty for all” will never apply to Blacks.
And, one last time, the registered-nonpartisan senator called “Repel-icans” (Republicans) “hypocrites.”
On the north steps of the Capitol, about 100 people gathered for a surprise farewell rally for Chambers.
Participants held signs that said “Fight for Justice” on one side and “Thank You, Senator Chambers” on
the other.
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Other departing senators took the opportunity to say their farewells in the legislative chamber, including
Sens. Kate Bolz of Lincoln, Sue Crawford of Bellevue, Sara Howard of Omaha, Rick Kolowski of Omaha
and Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk.
Senators gave final approval to a so-called “grand compromise” on property tax relief and the state’s
economic development incentives, as well as an abortion bill that detractors said would be immediately
challenged as unconstitutional.
It took a last-minute save to pass the abortion measure, Legislative Bill 814.
State Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte, who had been absent since Tuesday, appeared in the nick of
time to provide the necessary 33rd vote to shut down a filibuster and pass LB 814. It reaffirmed, backers
said, Nebraska’s place as a “national leader in the cause for life.”
“This is a landmark victory for the pro-life movement,” said Karen Bowling of the Nebraska Family
Alliance.
The compromise on the property tax relief bill was pulled together by a “super seven” group of veteran
senators convened by Scheer. But he said it took “the fabulous forties” to pass the bill — referring to the
41 senators who voted for the package.
In the final days of the session, amid the pandemic, senators were stationed behind clear plastic barriers
and had their temperatures checked before entering the legislative chambers. The Rotunda, usually filled
with noisy lobbyists, was empty. Three senators who came into contact with people who had tested
positive for COVID-19 had to briefly separate themselves from colleagues by sitting in the balcony.
And, on the last day, the debate over whether people should wear masks found its way to the floor.
A round of condemnations followed statements by Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard that wearing masks
causes disease, isn’t effective in stopping the coronavirus and that mandates infringe on personal liberty.
Hydroxychloroquine — a treatment that some trials have shown is ineffective or dangerous — has
worked to prevent infections in India, Erdman added.
The statements, said Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha — whose father died of COVID-19 — were “reckless.”
“If you think this (virus) is a joke, please come and talk to me,” he said.
Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus, who spent several weeks in the hospital battling the virus, fought off
tears as he said his infection left him so weak that he couldn’t roll over in bed.
“For someone to come in and say that wearing a mask is somehow a communist plot is irresponsible,” he
said. “I can’t describe it in any other way.”
By Martha Stoddard and Paul Hammel
 


OWH: NU President Ted Carter sees the challenges and potential of Nebraska
 
Ted Carter took over as the University of Nebraska system’s president at a bizarre time, on the cusp of a
global coronavirus pandemic that continues to vex the world.
Carter, 61, quoted an unlikely star Friday during his one-hour inauguration, or investiture, at the Lied
Center for Performing Arts in Lincoln.
He said former heavyweight boxing champ Mike Tyson once noted: “Everybody’s got a plan until they
get punched in the mouth.”
The pandemic has been a formidable adversary, said Carter, who became president in January. “We’ve
taken some tough hits.” He told a small audience at the center and a larger audience watching online
that his credo, of sorts, will be: “Lead. Fight. Win.”
Carter came to the NU system after serving as superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy.
He laid out a five-year plan at both the NU Board of Regents meeting Friday and at the inauguration.
“This is a state that is primed and ready to grow,” he said. And as the NU system grows, he said, so goes
the state.
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A key element in the state’s growth will be the 51,000-student NU system, with campuses in Omaha,
Lincoln, Kearney and Curtis, which he hopes eventually reaches 60,000 students. He said NU’s success
hinges on taking care of its students, honoring the importance of its workers and running an efficient
university system.
That means making sure students graduate in four years, he said, providing generous tuition packages to
Nebraska residents and nonresidents, finding them internships and helping them get jobs in Nebraska.
The state’s workforce needs, especially in high-skill jobs like engineering, health care and agriculture, are
abundant, he said.
Carter’s investiture featured a keynote speech by Gov. Pete Ricketts, a 20-minute assessment by Carter
and, because of the pandemic, videotaped greetings from 20 people.
They included former Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, University of Texas Chancellor J.B. Milliken (who
once led NU) and University of Nebraska-Lincoln professor Kwame Dawes, who said he appreciated how
quickly Carter reacted to a police officer’s killing of George Floyd in Minnesota.
Carter said Nebraska demands efficiency from its institutions, and NU is “going to get leaner. We’re
going to get smarter.”
And while much has been made of the state’s brain drain — the loss of talented Nebraskans to other
states — Carter wants the NU system to improve its recruitment of other states’ talent.
In line with Carter’s call for out-of-staters, the regents Friday approved a nonresident admission plan
that will take into consideration high school grade-point averages of 3.0 and higher.
The number of students taking standardized testing like the ACT and SAT, a critical factor for college
entry for years, has slumped, Carter said, particularly under the coronavirus pandemic.
Adding grade-point average to the criteria rewards disciplined students and hard workers, the regents
agreed.
The president said Nebraskans have much to offer. He called this “a critical moment” across the world. If
Nebraska can stay flexible and adapt, it can emerge from this turbulent time ahead of competitors, he
said.
“So this is a moment of challenge,” he said, in which the state and its citizens must maximize their
strengths. “We’re hardworking. We’re sincere. We’re authentic. We’re unapologetic about who we are.”
He quoted America’s first naval commander, John Paul Jones, as saying, “Sign on. Come to the sea. Come
sail with me,” as he recruited his force of sailors about 250 years ago.
And Nebraska must do the same.
“Come to Nebraska. Sign on,” Carter said. “Come work and come win with us.”
By Rick Ruggles
 


LJS: 'A bias for action' — Carter outlines 5-year strategic plan for NU
 
Like so much else in 2020, the unveiling of Ted Carter's five-year strategy for growing the University of
Nebraska was put on hold because of the coronavirus.
But the pandemic didn't scrap the new NU president's plan completely.
Instead, the once-in-a-lifetime event, plus the renewed activism around issues of social justice, helped
Carter and NU focus the thinking about the role the university plays in the state, who it serves and what
its future may look like.
"The pandemic has required us to think differently about everything," Carter said Friday during a
meeting of the NU Board of Regents held at Nebraska Innovation Campus.
It's forced a reexamination of how higher education is delivered to students, the costs of doing so, how
its employees work, as well as what campus life looks like, among a multitude of other things.
On Friday, the conversations that have taken place during a "moment of challenge" throughout the first







seven months of Carter's tenure as NU's top administrator were made public for the first time.
Carter said the five-year strategy, an outline of NU's highest ambitions as an institution, will plot how the
university responds to the new world being created by COVID-19 while charting a path for future growth.
"This is a state that's primed and ready to grow, and I want to do that through the University of
Nebraska," he said.
Centered around five broader strategies — student success, workforce development, diversity and
inclusion, partnerships, and efficiency and effectiveness — Carter called on NU to have "a bias for action"
in its approach to the future.
"The institutions that will succeed are the ones who are flexible, adapt and do things differently," Carter
said. "The University of Nebraska is going to be among them."
Access, affordability and attainment
In April, Carter announced the Nebraska Promise, which provides tuition-free education to Nebraska
students from families with annual household incomes of less than $60,000.
A few months later, Carter said tuition would be reduced for students taking classes online and said he is
planning to enact a two-year tuition freeze for students in the 2021-22 and 2022-23 school years, while
also evaluating other costs the university charges students.
As part of his five-year plan, Carter said he wants NU to adopt "a true four-year undergraduate
graduation guarantee," where students on track to earn 120 credit hours over four years will graduate
on time.
Those who don't graduate in four years because of troubles with course scheduling or other
administrative reasons will have the cost of their tuition covered beyond their fourth year, Carter said.
"This is not just getting to a higher graduation rate," he said. "This is about putting our money where our
mouth is."
Carter said Friday he also wants NU to explore shifting from a "per credit hour" tuition model to a "block"
tuition model, where full-time students would pay the same tuition rate no matter if they take 12 or 18
credit hours per semester.
The block model is intended to incentivize students to take more classes and graduate sooner, but critics
of the model say it disproportionately affects lower-income students, students who work while going to
school and students with disabilities.
A spokeswoman said the details of what a block tuition model would look like at NU — including at what
the semester price would be set — are still being explored.
NU's new president also said he will reengage with the P-16 initiative, which partners K-12 and higher
education to encourage students to think about their education beyond high school and would work on
transfer agreements with other institutions in Nebraska.
Workforce development
Carter said NU will pursue partnerships with policymakers to expand funding for scholarships in key
workforce areas, develop scholarship programs to attract out-of-state students to Nebraska and connect
with the private sector to guarantee more internships, jobs and debt forgiveness programs.
While 80% of college-bound Nebraska students attend one of NU's campuses, Carter said the key to
growing the state's workforce is incentivizing students from outside the state to come here with a new
scholarship program.
"If I was a student living in any state outside Nebraska, and I was thinking about attending my home
state university and paying tuition of $50,000, I want them to take a good look at Nebraska," Carter said.
"You can come here with this scholarship program to one of our four campuses for less than one-fifth
that cost."
Culture, diversity and inclusion
NU will develop an implicit bias training program to reach every employee, and conduct annual climate







surveys to ensure its campuses are welcoming places for all students and employees, Carter said.
"A growing, thriving university depends on the voices, the ideas and success of all members of our
community," he said. "We must be a university for everyone."
He also said NU would not add any new non-faculty positions using state funds until the faculty salaries
at UNL and UNMC — the university system's two non-unionized campuses — reach their peer averages.
UNL's faculty are paid, on average, 8.4% less than faculty at their peer institutions —  which include the
University of Colorado, University of Iowa and the University of Minnesota — while UNMC's faculty are
paid 2.9% less on average than faculty at comparable institutions.
Carter said NU will also strive to reduce gender and racial equity pay gaps among its employees.
Partnerships
The president's plan aims to focus university investments in areas where NU has already seen success:
water and food security, infectious disease, rural community vitality, national and cyber security, and
early childhood education.
Carter said NU will also attempt to increase not only its total private support to $300 million annually,
but also the number of donors giving to the university to 75,000 by 2027.
Efficiency and effectiveness
Finally, Carter said NU would find ways to better manage its assets by developing a five-year rolling
budget that is structurally balanced, writing a university-wide master plan for its facilities, infrastructure
and information technology needs.
"Nebraskans expect their university to operate with common-sense improvements," he said. "We won't
spend money we don't have. We'll take care of the resources we do have. And we'll continually look for
opportunities to become leaner, more effective and more efficient."
Included in his plan is the creation of a "Red Tape Review" initiative geared at "combating bureaucracy"
and reviewing policies that hinder progress for students and employees.
Carter said NU will also "set and achieve" a university-wide sustainability goal.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: Regents OK budget request seeking 2% more in state aid
 
While it anticipates the need to cut $43 million from its budget over the next three years, the University
of Nebraska will ask the Legislature to boost its funding by 2% over the next two-year budget cycle.
The NU Board of Regents approved the two-year budget request Friday, which would add about $12.5
million to NU's taxpayer-funded appropriation in both 2021-22 and 2022-23.
President Ted Carter said while NU continues to respond to ongoing financial stress created by the
coronavirus pandemic, he wants the university system to be in a position to emerge stronger when the
public health crisis subsides.
"This modest increase reflects the university's commitment to being a good partner to the governor,
Appropriations Committee Chairman John Stinner, and the Legislature as they work through fiscal
challenges at the state level," Carter said.
Additionally, NU is seeking $2 million in Nebraska Career Scholarship funding, a program announced by
Gov. Pete Ricketts and state higher education leaders earlier this year that was included in the budget
package state lawmakers finalized earlier this month.
The Career Scholarship, which provides funds for students at NU as well as across the Nebraska State
College System pursuing careers in areas deemed critical to Nebraska's workforce, begins this year.
If lawmakers fund the request in full next year, NU would receive $628.3 million in 2021-22 and $642.9
million in 2022-23. The university system, with its campuses in Lincoln, Omaha, Kearney and the
Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture in Curtis, will receive $616.4 million this year.







Carter said Friday the request is a continuation of a three-year budget plan he presented in June, which
calls for $43 million in cuts following revenue losses caused by the pandemic.
Regents approved trimming 0.2% from the university's state-aided budget for 2020-21, and Carter said
campus chancellors were preparing to engage their respective shared governance processes to begin
looking for more cuts.
But, the new president added, he wants the university to continue moving forward while that takes
place. The budget proposal, which includes a proposed two-year tuition freeze, will do that.
"The proposed request prioritizes affordability and access for Nebraska students, limits spending growth
to basic operations, and creates long-term opportunities to invest in campus and systemwide priorities
like student success, faculty salaries, diversity and inclusion, and facility maintenance," Carter said.
The board approved the request 8-0. It will be submitted to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for
Postsecondary Education for approval before going before the Legislature in January.
In other business:
* Regents approved requests to state lawmakers seeking an extension of $11 million in state
appropriations to address deferred maintenance needs through 2050, as well as to increase the fund by
$2 million in 2021-22 and $4 million in 2022-23.
Those funds would be matched by existing university funds.
Carter said the request is part of a broader university facilities plan that is both "pragmatic and
sustainable" for decades to come. NU's facilities represent about 70% of the total state building assets.
* The board also gave its approval for a plan to provide up to $16.5 million from an internal lending
program to NU's Information Technology Services, or ITS, to purchase new equipment.
The lending program was created in 2019 with $14 million in savings from a bond refinancing as well as
$36 million in recaptured debt service. To date, it has helped fund several small infrastructure projects
across NU, as well as a handful of larger projects, including the "Go Big" football facility project in
Lincoln.
Chris Kabourek, NU's vice president for business and finance, said the lending program will allow ITS to
pay for the new equipment up front, which will help the university achieve savings.
ITS will repay the loan from its annual budget over the next 6-8 years with 4% interest, which will help
replenish the fund and pay for further projects.
* Out-of-state students seeking to go to NU will now be able to use their grade-point average to apply
for scholarships, after the regents adopted a policy change.
Previously, nonresident students applying for aid at UNL, UNO, UNK or UNMC could only qualify if they
ranked in the top 25% of their high school class or had scored a 23 or higher on the ACT.
Regents adopted a change that would allow high school students to submit a minimum 3.0 GPA in their
scholarship application.
Carter said the new policy reflects changes in school districts across the country that no longer calculate
class ranks, as well as disruption to college-entrance exams such as the ACT and SAT.
UNK student Regent Max Beal said he believes the change will expand opportunities to students to come
to Nebraska.
"I think this will put us in a strong position to continually recruit and better accommodate high-quality
students to come to the state of Nebraska," Beal said.
Lincoln Regent Tim Clare said once those nonresident students arrive in Nebraska, the university system
needs to work with businesses and other sectors to ensure students can find internships and jobs upon
graduation in an effort to grow the state.
* In observing social distancing guidelines during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Friday's meeting took
place in the Nebraska Innovation Campus Conference Center. Regents, NU staff and seats for the public
were spaced apart in the former Nebraska State Fair's 4-H Building.
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By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: UNL joins Big Ten online course sharing program
 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln students will be able to take courses from some other Big Ten Conference
institutions online during the upcoming semester.
The new Big Ten Course Sharing Program will allow students from UNL, Indiana University, the University
of Maryland, Michigan State, Ohio State, Penn State and Rutgers to take classes online from professors
at all participating institutions, said Patricia Sollars, UNL director of undergraduate education programs. 
The program, Sollars said, will allow UNL students to broaden their education horizons and see what
coursework is like at other institutions. Students can use these courses to fulfill their elective
requirements, and can find more information on the program at creditevaluation.unl.edu/big-ten-online-
course-sharing-program. 
UNL will offer a variety of courses, including Anthropology of the Great Plains, Medical Greek and Latin,
History of South Africa and others. UNL students will be offered a course on world hunger from
Maryland, American business history from Penn State, personal finance from Michigan State and many
others. 
UNL students must be enrolled full time to participate, Sollars said, and can take one course at a
different institution each semester. While the program was designed to offer a wider variety of course
options during the pandemic, if successful, it will continue.
“We know COVID-19 has limited the educational experiences available to students this year, and this
initiative opens doors for academic opportunities across the Big Ten,” Elizabeth Spiller, UNL executive
vice chancellor, said. “We are committed to doing what we can for our students in this unprecedented
moment.”
By Nick McConnell
 


OWH: Pair of Wayne State professors upset by not getting bosses' nod to teach remotely
 
Two Wayne State College professors contend the Nebraska State College System has played “hardball”
by not allowing many faculty members to teach remotely.
One of them, 76-year-old Don Hickey, said the state college system has rejected most of the faculty
members’ requests to teach from home, even if the professors are seniors with preexisting conditions.
The state college system Friday declined to provide numbers of approvals for remote teaching, and a
faculty union representative said she didn’t have statistics, either.
State college spokeswoman Judi Yorges said fewer than 20 professors requested various formal
Americans with Disabilities Act accommodations for teaching, and some of those included things like
attending meetings remotely. She said she didn’t know how many requests were granted.
“We appreciate how faculty members have been working cooperatively with college administrators to
find creative solutions to minimize health and safety concerns in the classroom,” Yorges said. She cited
classroom changes, class size reductions and other strategies to combat the pandemic.
The risk of getting severely ill with the coronavirus increases with age, the federal government says. So
some older professors or professors with preexisting conditions such as diabetes or lung disease have
asked to teach by remote technology rather than in the classroom.
Many college administrators have said students don’t like taking classes remotely (sometimes called
“distance education”) and would prefer to be in the classroom.
The state college system, based in Lincoln, is made up of Wayne State, Peru State and Chadron State
Colleges.
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Hickey, a history professor who said he has been at Wayne State since 1978, notified college leaders
Friday that he would teach remotely whether they approved or not. He also said he has hired an
attorney. Hickey said Saturday that the college informed him that his courses will be taught on campus
by other faculty members.
“This is a scandal to us — that they’re playing hardball with senior faculty and putting them at risk,”
Hickey said. He said it was his understanding that only two professors were given the chance to teach
remotely out of 11 who requested it, but he acknowledged that he wasn’t sure if those numbers were
accurate.
Another Wayne State history faculty member, 63-year-old Joseph Weixelman, said he, like Hickey, had
his request rejected. Weixelman said he has a preexisting condition, multiple sclerosis, and that
medications for that disease suppress the immune system.
“I feel scared,” Weixelman said. “With my age and a preexisting condition, I’m not sure I would make it
through” a bout with COVID-19.
Yorges said in a nine-paragraph statement that decisions “have been made with the best interests of our
students and staff in mind. It is unfortunate if these efforts are misrepresented as ‘playing hardball.’ ”
At the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, spokeswoman Leslie Reed said 350 employees requested
alternate work arrangements because of the coronavirus. “None have been denied,” Reed said.
Some Creighton University professors balked this summer when Creighton said it would use the ADA to
determine whether special accommodations should be made.
Creighton professors said the ADA doesn’t factor in many conditions listed by the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention as being at risk of severe illness because of the virus.
Creighton administrators then allowed a brief period in which non-ADA requests could be made.
Spokeswoman Cindy Workman said Friday: “I don’t have numbers, but I do know most were
accommodated.”
Christy Hutchison, head of the State College Education Association, a faculty collective bargaining group,
said she made the point to administrators that the ADA was too limiting. Hutchison said she expects
some faculty members to respond to accommodation denials with union grievances or legal action.
Yorges said the on-campus classroom and living experience is vital to the state college students. She said
face-to-face engagement with professors, living in residence halls and campus activities “will require
faculty and other employees to be physically present on campus.”
She said the system has studied the CDC’s advice to colleges and has adopted much of the guidance
offered. She also said some requests made by faculty members were submitted “very late.” Classes in
the system start Monday.
Weixelman, who has been at Wayne State for 13 years, said he expected to go to campus Monday and
teach. He said he had never felt less cared for by an employer.
By Rick Ruggles
 


OWH: Nebraska's mail-in voting rate this fall could approach primary's historic number
 
Months after coronavirus concerns drove a record 75% of Nebraskans to vote by mail in the May
primary, election officials expect another swell of absentee ballots this fall.
Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen expects anywhere from 25% to 75% of the state’s general
election voters to request and return early ballots for the Nov. 3 election.
Douglas County has already received 85,000 requests for absentee ballots, two weeks after all registered
voters in the county were sent ballot request cards.
That’s ahead of the 60,000 requests the county had received two weeks after two similar mailings were
sent to Omaha-area voters this spring, Douglas County Election Commissioner Brian Kruse said.
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It’s too soon to say how many requests are being received in the rest of the state, the Secretary of
State’s Office said. Sarpy County election officials said they were still counting initial requests.
But most election officials contacted by The World-Herald last week expressed concern about possible
delivery delays by the U.S. Postal Service.
The Postal Service recently warned 46 states, including Nebraska, that it could not guarantee timely
delivery of completed ballots mailed by a set late-October date, as the post office has for years.
Nebraska law requires absentee ballots to be received by the end of Election Day — postmarks are
irrelevant
Local election officials are urging voters to mail their ballots earlier than usual or return them using a
county drop box.
The state has not yet decided whether to send a ballot request card to every voter, as it did before to the
primary.
Nebraska Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb said the state could help people vote from home during the
pandemic, by reminding people who requested early ballots in the spring that they’ll need to request a
ballot again in the fall. The state could make that easier by sending every voter a request form, she said.
Some county election officials have decided on their own to send out request cards to all voters,
including in Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, Adams and Phelps Counties.
Local election officials also are offering more options to return ballots. Douglas County, for instance, is
adding four more drop box sites, for a total of 13. The state worked this spring to make sure each of
Nebraska’s 93 counties has at least one ballot drop box.
For those voters who decide to vote at the polls, state and local election officials said they expect
minimal changes and disruptions from how in-person voting worked for the primary.
Douglas and Sarpy County election officials said they plan no consolidations of polling places and would
offer safe, socially distanced voting.
Kruse said his office intends to staff 237 precincts with 10 people apiece. Sarpy County Election
Commissioner Michelle Andahl said her county plans to staff 52 precincts with eight to 10 poll workers
each.
“We feel very well-prepared,” Andahl said.
The state has gathered masks, sanitizer and wipes for polling places. Douglas and Sarpy officials said
they’re on track in recruiting poll workers, though they would always welcome more.
One reason for their optimism: Younger poll workers signed up to help with the spring primary. State law
also allows counties to draft poll workers as jurors can be for jury duty.
Many first-time poll workers from the May primary will help again this fall, officials say, including Jessica
Saffold, 23, who worked as a machine operator and opened early votes.
“Volunteering was a chance to serve my community and give shape to what democracy is,” she said.
County officials’ recruiting efforts may get a boost from two popular social media platforms, Facebook
and Instagram, which are rolling out a new Voter Information Center.
Users will be able to request a ballot by mail, find their polling place and volunteer as a poll worker,
Facebook officials said in a conference call with reporters last week.
Voters have until Oct. 23 to return a request for a mailed ballot. The first wave of ballots will be mailed in
late September.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: Parents seek solutions for child care issues, and that's crucial for the state's economy
 
Even before the coronavirus pandemic, child care providers kept Nebraska’s economy humming.
Three out of four children younger than 6 have both parents in the workforce. That 70% total places
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Nebraska among the top five in states with a high percentage of working parents.
“We are essential and parents need us so they can work and support their families,” provider Mandy
Wheeler said.
That has never been more true. With many schools forced to shift to remote learning because of the
pandemic, more working parents than ever have been left scrambling to find child care for youngsters
who used to be in class.
At the same time, providers are facing challenges of their own.
Some have seen the number of children in their care trimmed as parents have worked from home.
Others have cut back on children in their care as a safety measure.
One in four providers who responded to a survey from the Buffett Early Childhood Institute at the
University of Nebraska had seen their income reduced by more than 50%.
That’s an income that for many providers is already near poverty wages. The median annual pay for
center-based teachers falls below the poverty line by almost $1,400 for a family of three: 27% of home-
based providers and 20% of center-based teachers depend on some type of public assistance.
What could have caused another big problem for some parents and providers was addressed last week.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services announced that providers will be paid subsidies
for low-income children under their care doing remote learning. Federal guidelines had not allowed that
previously.
Fifty-one percent of respondents in a recent Buffett Institute survey of businesses and in-home providers
said they would likely have to close if they didn’t get that kind of additional support.
The announcement by DHHS is welcome news, said Susan Sarver, director of workforce planning and
development at the Buffett Institute. But she says more action is needed.
Demand is so high in some areas that providers like Wheeler, who already cares for eight children, has
had to say no to several families, leaving them searching for other options.
Parents are turning to friends, families and neighbors, considering a remote method where they check in
on their kids periodically, or maybe have older kids taking care of younger siblings.
Others have gotten even more creative. One group of parents is teaching their children together.
“I think what we need as a state and local community is to come together and support families,” Sarver
said. “What do child care providers need so they can stay open so they can help families with this
problem?’ ”
One way to connect families that need care and providers who have openings has been created using
money from the Federal CARES Act. The new Nebraska child care referral network lets providers input
their information, such as their fees, what age children they accept and if they have an opening. Parents
can then search for the perfect fit by ZIP code.
The website is a collaborative effort of DHHS, Nebraska Department of Education, Nebraska Children and
Families Foundation, the Buffett Institute, Nebraska Extension, First Five Nebraska, Nebraska Early
Childhood Collaborative and numerous other state and local partners.
Parents can even narrow the search if they want a provider who speaks Spanish or need care for a child
with disabilities.
“That’s an excellent solution,” Sarver said. “It gives providers and parents an excellent place to go.”
That could prevent some difficult decisions facing some families who haven’t been able to find care.
Couples have been forced to consider who stays in the workforce and who watches the children.
In those hard discussions, they must explore who has the most flexibility, who is making the most and
who can go back into the job market after taking the break, Sarver said.
In a state already struggling to find workers, that can have a direct effect on the economy.
So could a poorly educated workforce.
If solutions aren’t found to help parents over the next few months, their children’s education could
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suffer, which could have long-term effects for both the child and Nebraska.
“Care of these young kids is important. It lays the foundation for all later learning and development,”
Sarver said. “A professional knows how to take advantage of those moments. They know how to set kids
up for success.”
By Marjie Ducey
 


OWH: Child care providers say they can't teach and watch kids, too
 
Friends Brooke Morgan and Mandy Wheeler are veteran child care providers.
Neither has a clue how they’ll handle the challenge they face this fall: supervising remote learning for
older kids in their care while watching several young children at the same time.
“Trying to sit down and do Zoom meetings with a teacher and also take care of other kids — I feel it’s
just so difficult,” Morgan said.
Wheeler has flat out told parents that she’ll do her best, but she’s not sure how much help she can
provide with Omaha Public Schools’ classes going all day.
It’s not something she always feels good about.
“I really don’t understand what these parents are supposed to do,” she said.
Although both have received directives from the state about following coronavirus protocols, they’ve
received no guidance on how to multitask while schools are doing remote classes. Especially when they
are spending so much more time already sanitizing toys and play areas.
They each care for eight children. Morgan has six, plus her own two, ages 5 and 3. Kysen is entering
kindergarten, and Morgan isn’t sure how she’ll handle his classes.
Last spring, when she had a child in preschool, she had him bring his iPad and told him to do the best he
could. Putting the younger children in a playpen while she would try to help with classes is not an option;
they’re used only for napping.
She was hoping that this fall teachers would tape their classes, so parents and providers can tune in
when their schedules permit.
“If we can log on at any time, we can do it at naptime when all the other kids are sleeping,” she said.
With a background in the dental field, she doesn’t feel able to adequately teach her older kids anything
besides the basics like the ABCs and their colors.
“Not what they are learning in kindergarten,” she said.
Wheeler said some of her friends have considered accepting children in just one age group, so they can
do Zoom classes together. But that could backfire, she said, if in-school classes return and the day care
provider is left with no kids and no income.
Both have already received several calls from parents looking for day care for their children. It’s
especially hard to turn down parents who already have a youngster under their supervision.
“I have been open since the very beginning,” said Wheeler, an 18-year veteran. “I don’t normally take
school-age kids, but I took the siblings of some little ones to help out some families.”
Neither has had a scare with COVID-19 and isn’t sure what will happen if one of the kids in their care
tests positive.
“Are you going to close for two weeks,” Morgan said, “throwing the lives of multiple families into turmoil
because they don’t have day care? I don’t know what to do. If you have any options, let me know.”
By Marjie Ducey
 


LJS: Parts of Nebraska seeing major drought for first time in 8 years
 
Last year at this time, many people in northeast Nebraska were still recovering from devastating spring







floods.
This year, they have the opposite problem: It's too dry.
According to the latest Drought Monitor released Thursday by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, about
12.6% of the state is in severe drought conditions. That's nearly double what it was a week ago. Just a
few weeks ago, there were no severe drought conditions anywhere in the state.
Overall, more than half the state is considered abnormally dry, and more than one-third of it is
experiencing at least a moderate drought.
Compare that to this time last year, when less than 1% of the state was considered even drier than
normal.
In fact, it's been eight years since the state has seen major drought conditions, said state climatologist
Martha Shulski.
In 2012, drought was widespread throughout Nebraska in the summer. Lincoln, which saw its second-
driest July and August in recorded history, had water restrictions for more than a month. The Platte River
ran dry in places.
This time around, most of the severe drought conditions are in northeast Nebraska and the Panhandle.
An area of about two dozen counties stretching from Sarpy County all the way north to the South Dakota
border and as far west as Madison County are experiencing at least moderate drought conditions.
Stanton and Cuming counties are two of three counties in northeast Nebraska whose entire area is in
severe drought. The other is Washington County.
The National Weather Service said the city of Stanton has recommended its residents voluntarily reduce
their water use, although it has not introduced any mandatory restrictions.
A number of northeast Nebraska counties, including Stanton and Cuming counties, also have authorized
emergency haying and grazing on Conservation Reserve Program land because of the drought
conditions.
Joe Knobbe, a Cuming County cattle and grain farmer, said the drought conditions have added stress on
farmers in his area "on top of an already rugged 2020."
"Drought adds insult to injury at a time when grain and livestock prices are already depressed," Knobbe
said. "Early potential for high yields have dwindled as rains continue to miss us, and it is apparent now
that dryland fields and fields that depend on feedlot lagoon water for irrigation will take a big hit
compared to last year."
On the cattle side, lowered corn yields could increase prices for feed and also lead to producers having
to source it from farther away, which also increases costs, he said.
"These economic effects could have a lasting effect on our community," Knobbe said.
The weather service said that over the past six months, parts of northeast Nebraska have a rain deficit of
anywhere from 4 to 8 inches compared with normal. By contrast, areas of Southeast Nebraska have seen
4 to 8 inches more than normal.
Lincoln, which has seen above average precipitation five out of the past six years, is slightly below normal
for the year, but Lancaster County is free of any abnormal dryness.
Hebron, in Thayer County along the Kansas border, had its wettest July ever, with more than 16 inches.
Norfolk, on the other hand, has gotten about 11 inches for the whole year so far, more than 6 inches
below average.
All the water from last year's heavy rains and flooding stayed in the ground for several months and
helped mitigate the dry conditions somewhat, but that moisture long ago ran out.
According to the weather service, topsoil moisture levels are now 20% to 40% below normal in many
areas of northeast Nebraska.
"At this point, it's just so dry that (soil moisture) is not really helping any more," said Hallie Bova, a
National Weather Service meteorologist in Omaha.
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Conditions are just as bad in the Panhandle, where more than 20 counties are experiencing moderate
drought, about half of those with some degree of severe drought. Most of the area also is considered to
be at high risk for grass and forest fires.
Scottsbluff has received only about 6 inches of rain so far, about 5 inches below average.
Other areas of the state that have small areas of moderate to severe drought are southwest Nebraska
and central Nebraska around the Tri-Cities area.
Shulski said the specific tracks of storms determine where rain has been falling, leading to "the haves
and the have nots in terms of precipitation."
"What seems to be influencing where we receive precipitation this spring and summer has essentially
been the pattern of upper air flow that drives the tracks of storms," she said in an email. "Storms fire up
on the Front Range, building as they move eastward and result in precipitation that is tending to fall in
the Sandhills."
A huge swath of the Sandhills, covering more than a dozen counties, has no signs of even abnormally dry
conditions. Likewise, an area of Southeast Nebraska, stretching from as far north and west as Polk
County to the Kansas, Iowa and Missouri borders, is drought free.
Shulski noted that there have been some "pretty intense storm events" with high one-day rain totals in
Southeast Nebraska.
Nebraska is actually better off than some neighboring states. Iowa has about 6% of its area in extreme
drought, all of it concentrated in the central part of the state just west of Des Moines. In Colorado, 61%
of the state is in severe drought, and nearly 24% is in extreme drought.
Unfortunately, Nebraska could be headed in that direction, with the areas of severe drought expanding
or extreme drought popping up in some areas. The forecast for the rest of August favors below-average
rain for much of the state.
"It's certainly possible that things could worsen," Bova said.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Army Corps of Engineers reviewing Keystone XL pipeline water crossings
 
LINCOLN — A regulatory review of the water crossings on the route of the Keystone XL pipeline through
Nebraska, South Dakota and Montana is underway, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced Friday.
The review was required after a federal judge in Montana voided a fast-tracked permit that had allowed
TC Energy, formerly TransCanada, to cross rivers, streams and wetlands with its 36-inch crude oil
pipeline. The U.S. Supreme Court, in July, refused to overturn the ruling.
The corps, in conjunction with environmental agencies in Nebraska and South Dakota, must determine
whether the crossings of rivers and other water bodies comply with the Clean Water Act.
The much-delayed pipeline, planned more than a decade ago, is projected to carry 830,000 barrels of oil
a day from the tar sands region of Canada to a pipeline terminal at Steele City, Nebraska, just north of
the Kansas border.
But it has faced fierce opposition from environmental groups and some landowners, delaying the
project. In 2017, the Nebraska Public Service Commission approved an alternative route across
Nebraska, after TransCanada had earlier amended its route to avoid the fragile Sand Hills.
Still, the company constructed a small portion of the pipeline on the Montana border with Canada prior
to the court ruling, but construction is not expected to resume until next year.
The pipeline, according to the corps, will affect 729 streams or wetlands on its route. During
construction, 33 acres of wetlands and 25 acres of streams would be temporarily affected, the corps
said, but the permanent impact will be less than a half-acre of bodies of water.
The corps is expected to hold public hearings on the water crossings in late September or early October,
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then make a ruling in the next few months. Testimony will be taken by telephone because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the agency said on Friday.
The deadline for written comments is Sept. 13. They can be mailed to: South Dakota Regulatory Office,
28563 Powerhouse Road, Room 118, Pierre, SD 57501. Comments can also be phoned in by calling 402-
995-2027.
By Paul Hammel
 


GII: State Fair will have 10 food vendors, 20 commercial vendors
 
Ten food vendors and 20 commercial vendors will be on hand for this year’s Nebraska State Fair.
There will be no concerts inside the Heartland Events Center, but musicians will perform outdoors in the
evenings.
So while the fair won’t look much like a normal state fair, there will be things to do — and to eat.
There will also be young people to honor. The State Fair, which runs from Aug. 28 to Sept. 7, will be “a
celebration of Nebraska 4-H and FFA youth,” says Executive Director Bill Ogg.
Some of the plans, though, have not been nailed down. It’s not yet certain if the fair will have open class
livestock shows.
The 4-H events will take place the first weekend, with FFA the second. They are separated to foster social
distancing.
“I am proud of the fair board for supporting our Nebraska 4-H and FFA youth,” Ogg said.
Offering those events is very important, he said. And it’s not done without cost.
“There’s well over $200,000 that will be invested in that,” Ogg said.
While he applauds the decision to go ahead with this year’s fair and supports it, financially it would have
been better for Nebraska to follow the lead of other states and cancel the fair.
But, Ogg said, it will be good for people to get together.
“We are a social animal,” he said.
The fair will practice social distancing. Programs and policies are in place to keep people safe, Ogg said.
“But that said, people are hungry to get together,” he said. “They are hungry for a wholesome social
interaction. That’s what the fair is. It’s a reunion of people, an annual get-together where you may share
a corn dog with your neighbor, who you don’t talk to all year long. That’s what we want the fair to be.”
Officials have invited other breed associations to take part.
“If they can basically fund their own show, then we certainly will provide the facilities and be as
hospitable in hosting their event as we can,” Ogg said. “But in terms of assuming the risk or offering the
prize money that the fair typically does, we can’t do that this year.”
So some of the fair’s events are up to those groups.
“The ball is in their court,” Ogg said. “If we get 650 head of cattle entries, we’ll have an open class
livestock show. If we get a certain number of Boer goat entries, we’ll have a Boer goat show. So it’s all
entry-dependent.”
He hopes the exhibitors step up, and he means that in an “encouraging and inviting” way, he said.
“I sincerely hope we can do it. But it’s one of those deals where they’re coming for the bragging rights
and the advertising of having the grand champion at the Nebraska State Fair, not for the prize money
and awards, because that’s unavailable to us this year,” Ogg said.
Musicians will perform evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. The shows will take place at the Pump & Pantry Party
Pit on the Pepsi Party Stage.
Those artists are “coming and performing because they love to perform,” Ogg said. They will not be paid.
The open class livestock shows, if they happen, will take place during the week.
Also on weekdays, fairgoers may enjoy Raising Nebraska, which Ogg praises.







The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission will have activities, which will be focused on the weekends.
School tours will not take place, Ogg said.
Admission to the fair will be free.
A veterans program will be held on Labor Day.
The fair’s food vendors will have a good variety, Ogg said. Most traditional types of fair food will be
available.
“And that’s important,” he said. “For some reason, it always tastes better at the fair.”
Ogg hopes that local residents will visit the fair for lunch or dinner.
The commercial vendors will set up outdoors. Many of them will be more of a display type of vendor
rather than an “actual over-the-counter retail type of vendor,” he said, adding that “our business
partners have been so cooperative.”
Those vendors are appearing almost more to support the fair than they are for economic benefit, he
said.
The 4-H and FFA events will be strong and attract good numbers, Ogg said. The fair is glad to champion
those participants.
“Beyond that, I don’t anticipate large crowds. Again, the attractions are so much fewer than what we, I
think, want and have expected the fair to provide,” he said.
Fair officials “genuinely are excited to host what we’ve got. And then we take a breath and say we don’t
have much,” Ogg said.
He doesn’t mean to take anything away from the youth exhibitors and competitors.
“They are an important spoke of the fair’s giant wheel. And we don’t have many more spokes, I guess, is
where I’m coming from there,” Ogg said.
The fair will have equine events.
Ogg expects a foundation quarterhorse show and mounted shooting, team penning and cutting events.
Fair officials recently made a tough decision to not offer any motor sports this year.
It has already been announced there will be no carnival.
There is still a possibility of a bullfighting event, presented by the Ultimate Bull Fighter organization.
Tickets would be required for that event, which would run the opening weekend if it happens. The
organization would promote the contest at no risk to the fair.
The evening concerts will provide people an opportunity to just get together and celebrate something
good, Ogg said.
Last weekend, at the outdoor music festival in downtown Grand Island, Ogg enjoyed visiting with people.
The festival was not overcrowded, but the people who attended “were just grateful and happy to have
an activity like that,” he said.
Ogg, who started his job in June, came to Grand Island from Walla Walla, Wash., where he was general
manager of the Walla Walla Fair and Frontier Days.
He grew up in Worland, Wyo., where he graduated from high school in 1972. In addition to the Walla
Walla event, he has also worked for the Wyoming State Fair, the Montana State Fair, the Kansas State
Fair and the Greeley (Colo.) Independence Stampede.
Ogg can’t really encourage large gatherings, because it’s contrary to the wishes of health officials and
political leaders.
“So we want people to come, again, for the wholesome aspect of a reunion with their neighbors,” and to
support 4-H and FFA members, he said.
“I personally would like them to come to know that we didn’t close the doors, and we’re doing the best
that we can,” Ogg said. He wants to welcome their advice and guidance about “how to return the
Nebraska State Fair to even a bigger and a brighter future.”
By Jeff Bahr







 


OWH: Omaha has more shootings in July than any other month in more than a decade
 
Just after midnight on the last day of July, bullets flew outside homes near 27th and Spencer Streets.
Omaha police officers found 10 9mm casings in an empty lot between houses and another five casings
outside a patio apartment.
A 48-year-old man’s red Kia Rondo was hit eight times.
Fortunately, no one was injured in the torrent of bullets that day. But the gunfire capped a month of
violence not seen in Omaha in more than a decade.
Thirty-nine people were shot in July in 28 shootings. Six of those people died.
Police attributed the rise in violence to several factors, including gang feuds. The pandemic also has led
to a lack of in-person services and activities for young people and has created economic hardship for
many.
Deputy Chief Ken Kanger acknowledged that July was a bad month but also said that violence has been
at record lows in previous years. From the end of 2018 into 2019, Omaha recorded a remarkable 125
homicide-free days. And fewer people were shot in 2017 than in any other year in at least the previous
decade.
Last year from January to July, nine people had been slain. In the same period this year, 23 people were
criminally killed.
“For the year, we know we’re up considerably,” Kanger said. “Our last four years have been exceptional
with regard to violent crime.”
July’s high tally of shooting victims — either injured or killed by bullets — represents about a 70%
increase from May 2016, the second-highest month in the last four years of comparable statistics
recorded by the Omaha Police Department.
The last month with more shootings was November 2008, which had 30, according to World-Herald
records. But July 2020 even surpassed the 31 victims shot over the 31 days of July 2007 — which at that
point was a high and a rallying cry to combat violence in Omaha. The summer violence that year
prompted city officials to call for tougher gun laws and additional police officers.
Kanger said some of the recent gun incidents are related to feuds among neighborhood gangs, especially
the crips and bloods, though he wouldn’t specify which ones. Police say a shooting is gang-related when
either the suspect or victim has gang ties.
Many of the shooters or accomplices are as young as teenagers, but even gang members older than 30
seem to be more active now, Kanger said. Violence can spike as retaliation for a high-profile gang
member who is shot.
The shooting figures don’t include instances in which no people or property are hit by bullets.
The number of “shots fired” calls is at its highest in the past six years — both for the month of July and
from January to July 2020.
Shootings rose sharply from May to June, from five people injured by gunfire to 15. In response to the
increase, Kanger added eight patrol officers to the gang unit in the beginning of July. Those officers, who
have gone through gang liaison training, are added as needed a few times per year to help with
investigations, executing search warrants and other police work.
Police continued to target illegal guns or people who are not allowed to carry weapons. In the first week
of August, officers recovered 14 guns, and in the past week, officers took an additional 10 guns off the
street.
At the weekly meeting of Omaha 360, a coalition of organizations and nonprofits to prevent violence and
provide services to the community, gang unit Lt. Keith Williamson described a recent gun arrest near
30th Street and Ames Avenue.
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“I wish I could use my crystal ball to show you what we prevented in this case,” he said. “They weren’t
probably going to do anything good with that weapon.”
Twice in July, gunshots erupted near large groups of people.
On July 4, shots were fired across a stretch of about 2 miles on North 24th Street, from Patrick to Grand
Avenues. People heard about 15 to 20 shots at 3:33 a.m. near the Fair Deal Village Marketplace at 2118
N 24th St., which had a window hit.
Three blocks north, more than 300 people were in the 24th and Lake Streets area at 3:38 a.m. when
someone fired shots. A 19-year-old woman suffered a graze wound on her upper left leg below her belt
line, and a 37-year-old man was hit in the arm, according to a police report.
At 24th Street and Grand Avenue four minutes later, a 53-year-old man was shot while inside his vehicle.
Two weeks later, eight people, ages 15 to 33, were shot near the Southside Terrace Apartments at 29th
and T Streets about 5 a.m. when people in a Dodge Journey fired on a crowd of about 100.
A 15-year-old girl was shot in the chest but survived. Police said the others had injuries that were not
life-threatening — most were shot in their arms or legs. Those who were shot declined to speak to a
reporter or could not be reached.
Kanger said the department has reassigned detectives who normally investigate burglaries, robberies
and property crime to help with non-fatal shooting cases, because those other types of crimes are down.
He believes that hardships caused by life during the pandemic have played a part in the increasing
violence. For example, community organizations are unable to provide in-person services and activities
for young people.
“We believe that the more active and involved our kids are with intervention and prevention programs,
it gives them something to do and keeps them out of trouble,” Kanger said. “What the country is dealing
with respect to the pandemic and the civil unrest, all of those things are a factor.”
Recent gunfire in Benson alarmed residents, who held a neighborhood meeting last month with police.
Officers have said the Bucky’s Convenience Store, 5718 Northwest Radial, has become a gang hangout
and they’ve increased the police presence in the area. The convenience store also planned to beef up its
security, including adding outside security cameras and hiring off-duty police officers.
Just north of the Benson neighborhood, a man awoke in his home to gunfire outside about midnight on
July 21, near 63rd Street and Camden Avenue.
The man thought it was fireworks. Police said two men were shooting at a car with a 28-year-old man
inside, striking him in the neck.
The neighbor’s car window was hit, and another neighbor’s mailbox and deck were struck by bullets.
The man, who spoke on the condition of not being named because he feared for his safety, said it was
the first time he’s heard gunshots on his street in the seven years he’s lived in the neighborhood.
“It was really, really scary,” he said. “My first thought was, I was thinking to move.”
He said he’s still considering that.
“Somewhere I can be safer.”
By Alia Conley
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska steps up to battle the emerald ash borer
 
Nebraskans are used to fighting invasive species. Over the years, we’ve yanked out many a pesky red
cedar. Boaters have made sure to decontaminate their vessels to lessen the spread of carp. Local
authorities have drained lakes to stymie zebra mussels.
And now comes one of the biggest threats yet, the emerald ash borer.
It’s an example of a tiny pest that lamentably wreaks major havoc, devastating one of our country’s most
common tree species. The harm comes not from the adult borer from but its young offspring: The larvae
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tunnel under the bark, disrupting the tree’s ability to distribute water and nutrients. Death ultimately
embraces the tree. Weakened trees are in danger of toppling on homes and public areas.
The borer has been on the march from the East Coast for years. Of late it’s crossed into parts of
Nebraska, including Douglas County. This week brought word of the discovery of the borer for the first
time in Washington and Seward Counties.
The borer puts nearly 47 million ash trees in Nebraska at risk, including 1 million on city-owned land,
notes Scott Josiah, director of the Nebraska Forest Service, which has been proactive on this issue.
A small benefit is that Nebraska agencies and communities have had time to prepare. The City of Omaha,
for example, made a hard but necessary decision to cut down about one in seven infested or at-risk trees
— more than 11,000, in all — from parks and public rights of way. Crews and volunteers are replacing
removed park trees with about 19 types of trees that should diversify the local canopy and make it more
resistant to a single pest. The city’s main private tree-planting partner, Keep Omaha Beautiful, has
provided major financial support for the effort.
South Sioux City, in Nebraska’s northeast corner, has adopted a notable strategy to get rid of the wood
from downed ash trees that are being replaced. The city built a small energy facility that converts
ground-up wood into a gas that produces electricity. The Nebraska Forest Service and the state
Department of Environmental Quality provided funding for the project.
At the Nebraska Legislature, State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln has been in forefront for years in
prodding state leaders to be fully awake to the borer threat.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture of late has supplied Nebraska with an innovative — indeed, sneaky
— weapon in this fight: three tiny wasp species that set their sights on the ash borer. One wasp type lays
its own eggs inside the borer eggs. The other species lay their eggs in the borer larvae. The tactic is a bit
nasty, but hey, we’re at war.
Nebraska has taken appropriate steps so far, but communities must be vigilant. The battle against the
borer is far from won.
 


OWH Editorial: Don't disrespect front-line workers enforcing COVID safety rules
 
Many of us have seen the situation before: An ill-tempered customer doesn’t like a company policy. So in
a phone call or face-to-face interaction, he takes out his anger by hurling abusive language at a junior
employee at the company, even though that worker had nothing to do with setting the policy.
It’s a woefully unfair situation, and it’s happened this year as junior workers have tried to enforce
corporate requirements for customers to wear masks.
Those employees are just trying to do their job as they’re required. At least the mask mandate in Omaha
set by the City Council hopefully will lessen the chances for such abuse. Agree with a company’s policy —
or a mask mandate — or not, these workers deserve respect.
 


OWH Editorial: There is no place like the Big Ten for Nebraska
 
As painful as the wait is, we will have Husker football again one day.
When that happens, the University of Nebraska will still be a Big Ten school.
Both of these are good things.
The sports chattering class was in an uproar last week when Nebraska balked, from Coach Scott Frost to
President Ted Carter, at the conference’s decision to scratch fall football because of the coronavirus.
Those who saw Nebraska’s point lashed out at the Big Ten, including World-Herald sports writers.
National commentators in turn showered scorn on Dear Old Nebraska U.
NU’s response opened the door to snobbish stereotypes that say Nebraska doesn’t belong with the Big







Ten’s world-class research universities just because the plowboys once had a good football team. What
the pundits on both sides said has a grain of truth: Nebraska and the Big Ten weren’t a natural fit 10
years ago. While many of the original 10 have proud sports histories, those schools are among the most
highly regarded public universities in the nation, joined by upscale, private Northwestern.
(“That’s all right, that’s OK, we’re gonna be your boss someday,” Northwestern students chanted during
their Mildcats’ epic 34-game football losing streak.)
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln has the second-smallest enrollment in the conference and brings up
the rear among Big Ten schools in US News and World Report rankings.
While in fact UNL affords a strong education and has produced Nobel and Pulitzer Prize winners,
presidential Cabinet members and a guy who’s been called the best investor ever, among many more
distinguished grads, it’s nothing but good for Nebraska to be associated academically with Big Ten
schools.
As The World-Herald’s Rick Ruggles reported, the school has risen from 91st to 79th in research
spending since joining the conference. It is part of the Big Ten Cancer Research Consortium and myriad
other partnerships and leadership programs.
The Big Ten is unique among athletic conferences in the depth and breadth of its academic alliances,
UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green told The World Herald. Joining the conference changed faculty recruiting
“overnight,” he said. It has significantly influenced graduate and undergraduate student populations and
“upped our game” in a range of areas, from IT to engineering, to bolstering the already-strong business
school.
“The Big Ten academic alliance is in every way linked in terms of sharing and learning,” Green said.
From the athletic alliance and TV contract, Nebraska gets a revenue share that tops $50 million a year —
compared with the $9 million the university got from the Big 12. That money supports one of the
nation’s healthiest athletic departments, which in turn contributes $27 million a year to academic
programs.
This is a long game that outlasts the pandemic and its disruptions. A decade from now, the University of
Nebraska will be an academically and financially stronger school for having been in the Big Ten for nearly
20 years at that point. By then, the Wolverines and Badgers, Hawkeyes and the rest should dearly wish
the Huskers played sports in another conference.
 


OWH Editorial: Midlands women contributed greatly to achieving female suffrage
 
The old-time phrase about the 19th Amendment was that it “gave women the right to vote.” The reality,
though, was that women were not mere passive entities on this issue. On the contrary, America women
stepped forward early in our national history and actively pressed our society for full voting rights. The
struggle stretched over generations and, 100 years ago this Aug. 18, culminated in the 19th
Amendment’s becoming part of the U.S. Constitution.
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucy Stone are among the best-known female activists
who sought voting equality for women. But the Midlands itself was home to a wide range of Nebraska
and Iowa women who stood out for their dedicated work to end voting discrimination against women. It
is a rich, inspiring history. Here are some of the figures deserving appreciation:
» Amelia Bloomer. This longtime Council Bluffs resident was a leading figure for decades on suffrage. In
1856, she addressed the Nebraska Territorial Legislature, urging female suffrage legislation and calling
on women to press for needed change: “Let women then arise and demand the restoration of her
heaven-born right of self-government.” The Legislature’s lower house passed a suffrage bill in the wake
of Bloomer’s remarks, but the upper house failed to act.
» Clara Bewick Colby. This Beatrice resident, Nebraska’s leading advocate for female suffrage in the 19th
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century, was a leader during the state’s 1882 debate on enfranchising women. The two national suffrage
organizations held their conventions in Nebraska that year and urged a “yes” vote, though a suffrage
proposal on the statewide ballot lost.
» Carrie Chapman Catt. Catt, an Iowa native, provided key leadership as president of the National
American Woman Suffrage Association in the early 1900s. She displayed “exceptional administrative
talents,” historian Alexander Keyssar writes, “transforming NAWSA from a loosely run association into an
efficient organization” that “coordinated national, state and local campaigns.” Catt was one of the
central strategists who ultimately steered national suffrage efforts to victory.
» Doris Stevens. During the World War I era, a younger generation of suffrage activists took to the
streets, mounting high-profile demonstrations in Washington, D.C. Stevens, an Omaha native, was
among those jailed in 1917 while picketing the White House. She would devote decades of work, well
into the 20th century, to women’s causes nationally and internationally.
The Nebraska History Museum in Lincoln currently has an extensive, informative exhibit on female
suffrage history.
Prior to adoption of the 19th Amendment, women in some states exercised full or partial voting ability.
That was the case in Nebraska, where the Legislature in 1917 approved allowing women to vote in
municipal elections and for presidential electors.
In the century since the 19th Amendment took effect, Nebraska has made history with the election of
Kay Orr as the nation’s first female Republican governor, and Midlands women serve in Congress, in the
state legislatures and as mayors of Omaha and Lincoln.
Women devoted enormous energy over the generations to securing suffrage, and the Midlands can be
proud of its contributions to that progress. The story continues to inspire.
 


OWH Jeremy Aspen: All politics aren't at all local anymore
 
National politics has kidnapped the American psyche, reached into our souls and left fingerprints of
paranoia and tribalism. We all feel an angst of two enemies at each other’s throats ready to “destroy”
and “eviscerate” via their Facebook and Twitter accounts.
“Incrementalism” to a Republican, like me, stirs an uneasy sense of the Democratic Party’s decades-long
strategy to slowly but surely take away our freedoms, gently launder regulation into the currency of
capitalism and to quietly centralize government to D.C. Is it working? Well, take the test by answering
this question: When was the last time you participated in local government?
By now most Omahans have probably been a little shocked to see the huge digital sign on the east and
north sides of Children’s Hospital, and maybe even wondered how it’s possible “they” let this happen. As
it turns out, I was witness to the whole thing as a member of the Omaha Zoning Board of Appeals. Here
is the Cliff’s Notes version:


·         Children’s Hospital at 84th and Dodge began a major addition, which included an $5 million (so
I’ve heard) digital sign.


·         The sign was erected.
·         Project leaders realized they’d forgotten to get permission (the sign does not conform to local


zoning).
·         Children’s came to the Planning Department and was directed to request a waiver from our


board.
·         After several hearings we issued a waiver to allow the sign to be turned on for the next year.


The Zoning Board is made up of unpaid citizens and we issue waivers (or not) for projects that don’t
easily fit into the black and white zoning laws. We determine what it is to be “reasonable” in interpreting
the code. And one of the things we take most seriously is public comment, that is to say firsthand
accounts of how a decision will affect neighbors. It struck me as odd that not a single citizen had an







opinion during the hearing, but afterward, geez...everyone has an opinion.
Robert Putnam, in his book “Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of the American Community,”
paints a clear picture that Americans have become less engaged in community. At this point it’s useless
to complain about it, or, unfortunately, even to hope to inspire anybody to “get involved.” It ain’t
happening, let’s be honest.
Then what’s the point of the Republican Party? We’ve always touted ourselves as “pro-small
government,” and what is more pro-small government than being pro-small governments? Our whole
philosophy had always been that local control is better, but much of our collective energy is absorbed by
being “informed” of national events by national pundits like Rush or Hannity, who necessarily focus on
issues they can make interesting to a national audience.
When a grappler (or any martial artist, I suppose) is fighting, they look for an opportunity to forcibly
direct an opponent’s head in the direction that positions the body of their opponent where they want it
to go. “Where the head goes, the body follows.”
The national news is the sparkly thing that turns our head toward D.C. Our body chases those issues, and
the result is that we forfeit our otherwise preferred future to the one “they” gave us. And the “they” are
the relatively few local politicians and activists who are changing our communities with almost no
community regulators to keep them in check or to help guide our future.
We are victims of a curing agent of inaction, the salience bias, a tendency to pay attention to emotionally
striking events and ignore the unremarkable. The cost, though, is quite remarkable, a forfeiture of the
freedom to create the home that we want to the relatively few who were willing to run for local office or
serve on boards. It’s a powerful group of people.
So to my fellow Republicans: It’s time we start asking ourselves what the point of the party is these days.
It’s about to be rebuilt, so are we going to turn our heads inward toward home or will we keep our heads
in D.C., the epitome of big government?
To my Democratic friends: Congratulations, our heads are turned toward your prize.
Jeremy Aspen is a businessman and radio host on 1290. His passion as a self-proclaimed “localitarian”
manifests itself formally in his appointed seat on the Omaha Zoning Board of Appeals and by staying
engaged in political, social or charity opportunities to help make Omaha a better place to live.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Renewable energy proves a sound investment for Nebraska
 
Wind energy is crucial to Nebraska’s economic growth. We are fortunate to live in a state that has
demonstrated real leadership in the expansion of wind power through pro-growth tax policies and
removing regulatory barriers to wind development. Nebraska is on the right path, and given our
resources we have tremendous potential for continued growth. New business investment centered on
affordable, clean energy generation is a model that is producing results and providing hope for the
future.
Already, Nebraska is a top five state in corporate investment in wind energy. Companies such as
Facebook, Adobe, Avery Dennison, Hormel, Vail Resorts and Smucker’s are all currently making
substantial investments in our state’s world-class wind resources.
With abundant wind power potential, Nebraska has considerable room to grow to meet both corporate
and residential energy needs. Wind currently produces 2,132 megawatts of power in Nebraska. That is
enough clean energy to power nearly 700,000 homes, and output is now meeting nearly 20% of our
state’s total electricity demand. Wind farm projects that will produce an additional 1,000 megawatts are
under construction.
Even with those impressive numbers, there remains room for growth. The Department of Energy’s
National Renewable Energy Laboratory estimates that Nebraska’s total theoretical wind generation







capacity is nearly 100 times greater than our current output.
Having this much clean energy capacity at our fingertips puts Nebraska at a considerable economic
advantage. Corporate customers striving to meet their own carbon-reduction goals, while keeping
energy costs low, are demanding clean power. Nebraska is well-positioned to meet those needs, and
wind power is enhancing our state’s economic diversity by attracting companies specifically seeking
clean power.
Facebook is a great example. The company’s decision to invest nearly $1 billion in establishing new data
centers in Sarpy County was driven by the opportunity to purchase clean energy produced in Nebraska.
Omaha Public Power District helped facilitate the arrangement, connecting Facebook to the Rattlesnake
Creek Wind Farm in northeast Nebraska. Both investments have meant hundreds of millions of dollars in
new economic activity, hundreds of new good-paying jobs, and new tax base to ease the property tax
burden on existing landowners. This is a model for future economic growth in our state: homegrown
clean energy fueling the demands of the corporate marketplace, attracting significant new investment
and creating new job opportunities in rural and urban Nebraska in the process.
It’s not just tech giants like Facebook and Adobe that see promise in Nebraska’s wind energy. Vail
Resorts recently committed to purchasing wind energy from the newly constructed Plum Creek Wind
project in Wayne County. Vail Resorts has pledged to power its 34 North American resorts with 100%
renewable electricity by 2030, and wind energy from Nebraska is critical to reaching that goal.
In addition to helping corporations meet their clean energy goals, Nebraska’s economy also benefits
from the tax revenue generated by wind projects. In 2019, Nebraska’s wind power generated $12 million
in state and local tax revenue, primarily in the rural communities that host wind turbines. As a former
county commissioner and state senator, I know how much an expanded tax base means to local and
state government. It helps provide important services like building infrastructure, maintaining law
enforcement and a host of other public services, helping to expand the tax base for both urban and rural
taxpayers.
As we continue to explore ways to attract new jobs and keep young people here, overlooking clean
energy as a growth opportunity would be a costly mistake. We have tremendous potential to continue
leading the country in attracting business investment in our affordable, clean energy resources, bringing
the benefits of new economic growth to both urban and rural Nebraskans alike.
Tim Gay, a Papillion resident, is a member of the Omaha Public Power District Board of Directors.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Parents should demand strong health protections by school districts
 
Despite the Omaha area’s recent rise in coronavirus cases, most Omaha area school districts are
planning on holding in-person classes. This is not safe. My children are enrolled in the Bellevue Public
Schools, which are fully reopening, and what’s worse, fully reopening without adequate safety
precautions.
I am no public health expert, but we do have local experts on this topic at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center (UNMC) who wrote and published a guide, “COVID-19 Back to School Playbook,” which
is available online. Dr. John Lowe, the lead author, told me that he has briefed 20 school districts on the
report, including BPS. Despite these briefings, districts seem to be ignoring much of the guidance.
The authors studied school openings both around the world and here in the U.S., concluding that if
communities have high enough infection rates, schools should not reopen because spread within schools
is inevitable. They determined that more than 50 cases per million per day is too high for successful
reopening. According to the Harvard Global Health Institute, as of Tuesday, Sarpy County was averaging
172 cases per million per day — more than three times that level.
Based on these infection rates, any school district in Douglas or Sarpy County holding in-person rather
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than online classes is sacrificing peoples’ health and lives. However, in the Bellevue Public Schools, that is
just the beginning of the problem.
The UNMC report makes it clear that if schools reopen, social distancing is an integral part of doing so to
maximize safety. Because BPS is not limiting the number of students in the building each day, students
are unable to socially distance the recommended six feet in classrooms, and will therefore spend the
majority of their time in school not distanced from other students. My daughter, who started high school
on Thursday, told me that while students were told to sit six feet apart at lunch, many students grouped
together outside. She also showed me a picture of students crowded together in the building commons.
The second BPS failure has to do with identifying exposures and quarantining. The UNMC report says
that if students have contact with a known COVID case, they should stay home until they are cleared
with a negative test. However, when BPS sent out guidance telling parents when to keep students home,
it stated that if students lived with someone sick with coronavirus, the students should stay home only if
they themselves have symptoms.
According to the UNMC report, people can spread coronavirus without showing symptoms, making this
an incredibly reckless policy. Additionally, the BPS policy is to report to the health department as “close
contacts” only the people who came in contact with a sick student the 24 hours before a positive test
result. Because it is common to be contagious for two to three days before showing symptoms, this will
fail to identify everyone who has been exposed. These two policies are wholly inadequate for containing
transmission.
The BPS mask mandate is inconsistent. District policy specifies that students will get mask breaks, but
allows them to happen indoors. At one of the high schools, the hallways are littered with desks for
students to step outside during class and take their masks off — in the same hallways that other
students must walk through to get to the bathroom, to the office, etc. The UNMC report makes it clear
that masks should stay on inside buildings unless people need to eat or drink. If the district wants to
allow mask breaks, they should be outdoors.
If you have kids in Omaha districts where schools are open, or if you have children in the Bellevue Public
Schools and this insufficient safety plan upsets you, let these districts know. If they respond by indicating
that they are simply following the advice of local health officials, we should wonder why that advice is so
radically different from the UNMC report. Teachers, staff, parents, and students are going to fall ill to this
virus because our educational leaders are not valuing our health and safety as much as they should.
Gregory A. Petrow, Ph.D., is an associate professor of political science at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha. This essay reflects his personal view only and not an institutional position by UNO.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: It's important to protect Social Security from threats
 
On Aug. 14, 1935, President Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act into law. This was a major turning
point for our country. It helped us come back from the Great Depression and lifted millions of older
Americans out of poverty.
Social Security has been an economic lifeline to millions of Americans. More than 300,000 Nebraskans —
myself included — rely on monthly Social Security checks to help us afford groceries, medication and
more; it’s the single largest source of income for older people in this country. Social Security provides us
with the ability to retire with dignity after a lifetime of hard work; without it, our lives would be turned
upside down.
Since President Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act into law 85 years ago, older Nebraskans have
been able to rest assured that Social Security would be there for them and their children. Even during
the COVID-19 crisis, when our country’s economy started heading in the wrong direction, we trusted
that Social Security was safe.
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We were wrong.
In recent days, Donald Trump issued an executive order that would threaten the Social Security we are
depending on. It’s his latest failure at fixing the crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic: Unable to craft
a bipartisan deal with Congress to help rebuild our economy, Trump instead moved on his own to craft
executive orders that do more harm than good.
There’s bipartisan agreement that Trump’s executive orders are the wrong approach. Republican Sen.
Ben Sasse of Nebraska criticized Trump’s actions, noting it was unconstitutional to use an executive
order to replace a legislative solution. Sen. Chuck Grassley, Iowa’s senior Republican
senator, expressed concerns that Trump’s planned cuts would be a step in the wrong direction for our
economic recovery.
As a retired American, my biggest concern is Trump’s attacks on Social Security. When he first ran for
office, Trump repeatedly promised to protect Social Security. But he’s breaking that promise. His new
executive order is a payroll tax plan without any safeguards to ensure the long-term stability of the Social
Security Trust Fund supported by these payroll taxes, and without any guarantee that seniors’ benefits
would be protected.
After signing the executive order Trump went a step further: He promised that if he’s reelected, he’d
make the cuts permanent, sending seniors a clear signal that Social Security is on the chopping block in a
second Trump administration.
At a time when older Americans are uniquely at risk, threatening to defund Social Security is especially
callous.
President Trump bungled our national response to COVID-19, and more than 160,000 Americans sadly
have passed away; 80% of Americans who lost their lives were age 65 or older. In Nebraska, three out of
every four people who died from COVID-19 were senior citizens. Those of us who have been blessed
with good health have nonetheless been observing social distancing, forcing us to spend time away from
our children, grandchildren and other loved ones.
President Trump’s approach just isn’t working for seniors. On the campaign trail, he made many
promises about how he’ll fix our country — but over the last four years, he’s broken nearly every one.
Trump broke his promise to fix health care, he broke his promise to rebuild our infrastructure, and now
he’s just announced a plan to break his promise to protect Social Security.
With a record like that, retired Nebraskans can’t afford four more years of Donald Trump.
Ken Mass, of Omaha, is treasurer of the Nebraska Alliance of Retired Americans.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Wind, solar power sectors no longer need subsidies
 
Thanks to generous tax breaks for wind and solar power, renewable energy producers are reaping huge
profits. But the subsidies come at the expense of taxpayers, and they’re pushing conventional power
plants into premature retirement, which is threatening the reliability of the electric system.
To a large extent, the amount of coal, natural gas and nuclear generating capacity that might shut down
in the next few years depends on whether Congress recognizes — and addresses — the serious stresses
undermining the U.S. electricity industry.
And the extent to which Congress addresses these issues depends, in large part, on its willingness to end
tax credits for wind and solar power.
This would have been unthinkable ten years ago when renewables were struggling for market share, but
today wind and solar power are mature technologies that no longer require subsidies.
Currently, wind supplies about 20% of the electricity in Nebraska and as much if not more electricity in
Texas, Iowa, Kansas, Oklahoma and some other states.
Due to advances in wind technology and improved manufacturing processes for turbines, the cost of
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wind power has fallen dramatically since 2010.
According to the financial firm Lazard, wind power’s levelized cost at the lower end in 2019 was $28 per
megawatt-hour. By contrast, the cost of combined-cycle natural gas was $44 per megawatt-hour; coal,
$66; and nuclear, $118.
Subsidies definitely reduce wind and solar costs. The Energy Policy Act of 1992 created what is known as
the Production Tax Credit, which gives 2.1 cents for every kilowatt-hour of electricity produced by a wind
turbine during the first ten years of operation. The cost of the Production Tax Credit is expected to reach
more than $65 billion before its scheduled phase out in 2029.
Thanks to such subsidies, the situation in Texas has deteriorated so far that on some days the price of
wind power falls so low that generators have an incentive to offer their power at any price above zero.
Hence, generators sometimes respond by offering negative prices — effectively offering to pay
customers to take their power for next to nothing.
Like wind, utility-scale solar power benefits from a generous tax break. The Investment Tax Credit for
solar power reduces tax revenue by billions of dollars each year. Solar’s low cost has caused a number of
coal, gas and nuclear plants to close before it is economic for them to do so.
Wind and solar power increase the costs of conventional generation. This is because electric power
systems need conventional generating technologies to back up and fill in for intermittent renewables,
which aren’t of much use when the wind isn’t blowing and the sun isn’t shining.
A combination of energy sources — coal, natural gas, nuclear, and renewables — is the core strength of
the electric power system. It serves as a hedge against price volatility and supply disruptions. But this
fuel and technological diversity is at risk. Left unaddressed, it could produce power shortages. The best
way to deal with it is for Congress to end subsidies for wind and solar power.
Barry Butterfield, of Omaha, is a retired engineer and member emeritus of the American Nuclear Society.
An essay offering a counterpoint view on this issue will appear in the opinion section of The World-Herald
on Sunday.
 


OWH: Tech security
 
I want to thank Gov. Ricketts for banning the TikTok app on State of Nebraska election devices due to
security concerns. I am hoping the governor is not playing politics and will also ban all cell phones in
Nebraska that contain a Huawei chip now that President Trump signed an executive order banning
government agencies from using telecommunications equipment that pose a risk to national security.
Joseph Anania, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 8/16: Strange session at Capitol beset by partisanship, ongoing fighting
 
“And the turtles, of course – all the turtles were free. As turtles and, maybe, all creatures should be.” – Dr.
Seuss, “Yertle the Turtle”
After a frantic 17 days that began harmoniously but quickly descended into false starts, finger pointing –
and not necessarily by the index finger – and a filibuster from the aforementioned Dr. Seuss classic, a
Nebraska Legislature session unlike any other concluded Thursday.
What a relief.
Familiarity may breed contempt, and the compressed calendar and late nights of this strange summer
session did just that among senators. But one has to wonder what could have been accomplished had
more energy been dedicated to legislating rather than lashing out at one another.
The amount of time spent bickering left far too many bills to die on the vine, including Hail Mary efforts
to address the two most consequential news stories of the four-month layoff – the COVID-19 pandemic







in Nebraska meatpacking plants and protests against police violence. Though time wasn't on the side of
this legislation, many senators eschewed good-faith efforts to even consider these items.
Sure, the story isn’t entirely one of dysfunction; the last-minute flurry of action included some of the
productivity Nebraskans expect from their lawmakers.
A handful of important bills the Journal Star editorial board has supported – added transparency for
executions; name, image and likeness rights for college athletes; and partial exemption of military
retirement benefits, to name three – were passed, along with the budget, in the final days.
The so-called “grand bargain” also proved that compromise isn’t dead yet in the Legislature, either.
Lawmakers’ ability to work together to increase property tax relief and create a new business incentives
program while on a strict deadline shows our hope for improvement isn’t entirely misplaced. (Reminder:
Part of something is infinitely more than all of nothing.)
Such an accomplishment is made all the more impressive considering the chaos that reigned and
prompted Speaker Jim Scheer to invite Gov. Pete Ricketts to address the full body a few days into the
renewed session.
The level of acrimony and absurdity displayed by senators – best illustrated by Sen. Andrew La Grone
trivializing an important parole-reform bill with his reading of “Yertle the Turtle” – indicates the need for
senators to think deeply about how to govern effectively and in the dignified manner befitting them as
elected officials.
Now that, like the turtles liberated from the tyrannical Yertle’s rule, the senators are free of the session,
Nebraskans must demand they take a long, hard look at how business is done in the Capitol. Pettiness
and partisanship of this nature are unbecoming of the last bastion of legislating without party labels.
Since senators heard their share of Dr. Seuss on the floor, let us offer just one more line from “The
Lorax” as they consider how to work for the betterment of all Nebraska come January: “Unless someone
like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”
 


LJS: Mentally ill need attention
 
It seems that society is perfectly happy to not care about those less fortunate. We have no information
about the number of infections and deaths in the regional centers or other psychiatric facilities.
DHHS says nothing, government says nothing, the centers themselves say nothing and the ACLU does
nothing. Lots of people are worried, file lawsuits and complain about jails and prisons and COVID-19
there, but not one peep about those in psychiatric hospitals.
The people who by no choice of their own ended up in an institution ended up there because of a health
problem. Some are so extremely depressed, some have serious anxiety disorders, some have other
psychiatric illnesses, but no one chose to have mental illness.
One in five Americans will experience mental illness in their lifetime, and one  in 25 Americans will
experience serious mental illness in their lifetime, the type that could lead them to a psychiatric hospital.
But no one seems to care.
Like always, those with mental illness are seen as useless, as a drain on society, to be disposed of. Well,
we are fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, sisters, brothers, cousins, aunt, uncles. We are your
coworkers, friends, neighbors.
We are important, and those of us who need extra treatment should be cared about as much as
someone who chose to rob a bank. We need to find out the status, and we need to care about and help
those who are hospitalized and make sure they are safe.
Arianna Brandstetter, Lincoln
 


OWH: Nebraska and Iowa Democrats prepare for an unconventional convention







 
WASHINGTON — Forget about that traditional scene where delegates in funny hats wave signs and
dance awkwardly as a red, white and blue balloon shower falls from the rafters.
Fired-up Democrats can instead look forward to downloading a variety of themed social media covers
and Zoom backgrounds to display their support for former Vice President Joe Biden and Sen. Kamala
Harris, D-Calif.
The coronavirus pandemic means that this week’s Democratic National Convention will be unlike any
before.
And delegates will largely experience it like any member of the general public would — parked at home
in front of television sets and laptop screens.
“Everything is virtual,” said Nebraska Democratic Party Chairwoman Jane Kleeb.
Republicans will have their own largely remote session next week as they make their pitch to voters for
another four years of President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence.
But this week, Democrats get the spotlight to tout their own champions.
Yet previous discussions about in-person watch parties and regional satellite events have been
abandoned.
The Biden team has made its critique of Trump’s pandemic response a central theme, after all, so they
are taking an abundance of caution when it comes to their own campaign activities.
But there will be a slate of virtual events nationally and locally.
Nebraskans kick things off Sunday night with a Welcome to the Heartland session featuring remarks by
Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., and Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly.
Virtual watch parties for the delegations are scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday evenings before
the main speakers.
Nebraska’s Wednesday session will be hosted by Symone Sanders, who grew up in Omaha and is now a
top adviser to Biden.
Sen. Jon Tester, D-Montana, will address Nebraska delegates during Thursday night’s event.
“A third-generation dirt farmer, Senator Tester has worked with Joe Biden since being elected to the U.S.
Senate in 2006,” according to a Biden campaign summary.
The week will include virtual roundtable discussions on election integrity, infrastructure and other topics,
as well as cyberspace versions of the rural caucus, the Hispanic caucus, the LGBTQ caucus and so forth.
Delegates, as well as members of the public, can RSVP for those sessions on the convention website.
The highest-profile remarks will come in the 8 to 10 p.m. block every night, with speeches by Democratic
superstars such as former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and former President Barack Obama.
Kleeb noted that the full list of speakers during the week covers a range of ideological leanings.
“That is, I think, going to be the clear message that is sent during the convention,” she said. “We
welcome moderate, conservative and progressive Democrats and all the independents and Republicans
who continue to be frustrated with Trump’s leadership.”
Kleeb said Nebraska Democrats are also working on a “tribal land acknowledgment ceremony” at some
point during the week, but details of that event were still being finalized.
The Iowa delegation will have its own virtual watch parties: Former South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete
Buttigieg will host one Wednesday night, while Rep. Cheri Bustos, D-Ill., will host Thursday’s.
There will also be voter activation stations across Iowa where people can pick up campaign materials
such as yard signs, register to vote, request a mail-in ballot and volunteer to help on campaigns at all
levels.
Locally, one such station will be open from 3 to 7 p.m. Wednesday at Bayliss Park in Council Bluffs.
By Joseph Morton
 







OWH: Chuck Hagel, other Republican critics of Trump will back Biden during Democratic
convention
 
WASHINGTON — Next week’s Democratic National Convention will feature Republican critics of
President Donald Trump, and one of them should be familiar to Nebraskans.
Former Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., says Trump’s performance in office is a big part of why he’s officially
endorsed presumptive Democratic nominee Joe Biden.
“I think Donald Trump has done great disservice and damage to this country, the institutions of
governance,” he told The World-Herald. “I think he has been corrupt in how he has used his office for his
own personal gains.”
Hagel cited personal behavior such as refusing to release his tax returns and a penchant for insulting
tweets as evidence that Trump has “degraded the office of the presidency.” But he also criticized
Trump’s policies on agriculture, trade, the federal budget deficit and the coronavirus pandemic. He
slammed Trump’s approach to foreign affairs, such as pulling out of international agreements and
pushing to withdraw U.S. troops from Germany.
“How does that enhance our security and our alliances?” Hagel said.
Hagel recently recorded a video in support of Biden to be played during next week’s largely virtual
nominating convention.
He and Biden traveled around the world together during their time in the Senate. And when Biden
served as President Barack Obama’s vice president, Hagel was the secretary of defense.
“I’ve worked with him and known him closely for over 20 years,” Hagel said. “I know what he’s about. I
know the kind of human being he is. I know the honesty he brings, the competency he brings.”
This isn’t the first time Hagel has crossed the aisle to support a Democrat for office. He backed another
one-time Senate colleague, Nebraska Democrat Bob Kerrey, in his 2012 Senate campaign against
Republican Deb Fischer.
Top GOP officials at the time downplayed the impact of Hagel’s endorsement by noting that he had
alienated many Republicans with his sharp criticism of President George W. Bush’s handling of the Iraq
War and pointed questioning of Sarah Palin’s fitness to be the 2008 GOP vice presidential nominee.
Fischer went on to win that Senate race by a double-digit margin.
Trump campaign officials did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Hagel’s backing of
Biden, but Nebraska Republican Party Executive Director Ryan Hamilton questioned its effect.
“I am not sure a single individual will be persuaded one way or another by this endorsement,” he said.
“Secretary Hagel is an ex-Obama administration official who has been out step with the party for the
better part of a decade, and Republicans do not look to him for cues.”
While Nebraska is not expected to be competitive overall in the presidential race, the state splits three of
its Electoral College votes by congressional district.
Democrats hope they can re-create the 2008 “Blue Dot,” in which Obama won the Omaha-based 2nd
District’s Electoral College vote.
At the time, Democrats took to calling the city “Obamaha,” and they have recently floated a new Biden-
focused moniker: “Jomaha.”
Nebraska Democrats are also touting poll numbers that suggest Biden could compete in the state’s 1st
District as well.
Hagel’s support for Biden seems to track the thinking of John Kasich. Ohio’s former Republican governor
is scheduled to speak during the convention as the Biden campaign seeks to demonstrate broad appeal.
Hagel said he disagrees with Biden’s policies in plenty of areas and noted that their Senate voting
records were worlds apart. And although Biden ran as one of the more moderate candidates in the
Democratic primaries, Hagel acknowledged that a President Biden would be under pressure from the
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more liberal elements of his party to skew hard to the left.
But Hagel said that’s the challenge of governing and that Biden is capable of building a governing
coalition that includes Republicans.
“I don’t know anybody in the political world today who understands that better than Joe Biden, who has
more practice at it, who has had more experience at it than Joe Biden,” he said.
While he served in a Democratic administration and has backed Democrats for office, Hagel said he
remains a registered Republican.
“And I’m hoping that the Republican Party will someday get back to where it was when I joined the
Republican Party and voted for a Republican president and a Republican congressman in 1968 sitting on
top of an armored personnel carrier in Vietnam,” he said. “I’ve seen an erosion of Republican principles
over the years.”
Hagel said the party has lost touch with its roots in fiscal discipline, free trade and international
engagement.
“There is no Republican Party,” he said. “There’s a Trump party. And the Republicans have essentially
enabled Trump to do what he’s done to really damage this country the last 3½ years. That’s, again, what
led me particularly to support Biden. Because I don’t think this country can take another four years of
this guy. Our international standing can’t, our defenses can’t, our relationships can’t, our trade can’t.”
By Joseph Morton
 


OWH: Pandemic relief remains in limbo as Congress leaves town for recess
 
WASHINGTON — It appears Congress is off until September with no deal in sight on another round of
pandemic relief measures.
Democrats have criticized Senate Republicans for not sticking around until they had at least voted on a
proposal, but Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., put the blame on House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.
The House has been in session only a handful of weeks in recent months, after all, he noted.
“We’re in the middle of a pandemic and we’ve been in session for five weeks out of six months,” Bacon
said. “It’s wrong.”
No deal means no relief funding for the Postal Service, which faces a virus-related shortfall and an
impending surge of mail-in ballots. President Donald Trump has made no secret of his resistance to
additional Postal Service funding, saying blocking the money will make it harder to do mail-in ballots.
Trump has repeatedly suggested that those ballots would be susceptible to fraud.
Bacon said Trump is right to push states such as New York to improve their mail-in balloting.
But he also said that he supports the Postal Service and doesn’t like hearing those of either party casting
doubt on the legitimacy of U.S. elections. He said Democrats have politicized Russia’s attempts at
interference, for example.
“Both sides are guilty of maybe hyping up risks to our election system,” Bacon said. “I don’t think it’s
good.”
In any event, welcome to the 2020 edition of August recess. Lawmakers have departed Capitol Hill as
both parties prepare for their every-four-years presidential nominating conventions.
This year’s gatherings will take place largely over Zoom, however, thanks to the coronavirus.
Democrats go first this week with a line-up of virtual events.
Presumptive Democratic nominee Joe Biden announced his running mate last week — Sen. Kamala
Harris, D-Calif., who was swiftly subjected to the kind of “birther” attacks that were previously directed
against President Barack Obama.
Bacon criticized those attacks on Harris.
“We are better than this,” Bacon said. “Though I greatly disagree with most of her political views, I’m







proud I’m in a country where individuals from any race and either sex can achieve the highest goals.”
In other news:
Can I suggest couples counseling?
With the stimulus talks at a stalemate, President Donald Trump sought to enact some pandemic relief
measures all on his own by way of executive actions.
That earned him a rebuke from Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., who said that kind of executive lawmaking is
“unconstitutional slop.”
Trump fired back on Twitter, calling Sasse a Republican In Name Only who needed his endorsement to
win his primary earlier this year.
Sasse responded with his own, longer statement on Twitter reiterating his case against the actions.
The White House pushed back on the criticism in part by defending Trump’s authority to take those
measures. Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany, for example, cited specific statutes related to them.
“What we are doing is entirely within the executive capacity of the president,” McEnany said.
Helping ethanol
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, has pushed to get additional aid for agriculture into the next pandemic
relief bill, but he noted last week that most of the spotlight has been on unemployment benefits, school
aid and assistance to state and local governments.
“If there was an agreement on those three things I think there would soon be an agreement that we
ought to have $20 billion for agriculture,” Grassley told reporters.
Whether part of that agriculture-related money would be clearly tabbed for ethanol is unclear, Grassley
said.
But as long as it gets passed lawmakers could plead with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to allocate a
portion of that money for the biofuel.
“I think we’re justified in pleading for help for ethanol because the federal government has been helping
oil by putting surplus oil in the strategic petroleum reserve,” Grassley said.
By Joseph Morton
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 8-23-22
Date: Tuesday, August 23, 2022 8:19:52 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Aug 2022 6.93 44.00 08:05
Corn Oct 2022 6.30 -15.00 08:05
Milo Aug 2022 6.24 -25.00 08:05
Milo Oct 2022 5.85 -60.00 08:05
Soybeans Aug 2022 14.06 -35.00 08:04
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.76 -65.00 08:04
Wheat Aug 2022 8.04 -75.00 08:00
Wheat Jul 2023 7.84 -85.00 08:02
 
TV and Radio
NCN: Medical marijuana fails to make November ballot (no video)
KLKN: Special session proposed after Nebraska’s medical marijuana petitions fall short
 
Governor
Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts meets with British insurers during trade mission prior to NU football
game in Dublin
Nebraska Examiner: Advocates might push for recreational cannabis after medical marijuana drive
fails
AP: Nebraska medical marijuana effort falls short on signatures
International Business Times: Nebraska Medical Marijuana Efforts Fail To Reach Election Ballot Due
To Number Of Signatures
Kearney Hub: Holdrege recognized as Community of the Year
Washington Post: More trigger bans loom as 1 in 3 women lose most abortion access post-Roe
 
State Capitol
OWH: Latest attempt to legalize medical marijuana fails to make Nebraska ballot
LJS: Medical marijuana initiative petitions fail to make November ballot
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Nebraska's COVID case numbers drop again
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Military recruitment in Nebraska, U.S. is falling short of goals
GII: Leaders tout diverse mix of attractions at Nebraska State Fair
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OWH Midlands Voices: Passing higher education reforms is economically imperative
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1. Parallel scenarios
2. Candidate transparency
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4. Penmanship opinion
5. CDC response to COVID-19
6. Questions for Republicans
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1. COVID not over for workers
2. State unfriendly to retirees
3. McConnell missed his moment


 
National/Federal
AP: Pfizer seeks OK of updated COVID vaccine booster for fall
 


Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts meets with British insurers
during trade mission prior to NU football game in Dublin


 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts and representatives of Nebraska’s insurance industry met Monday
with their insurance counterparts in the United Kingdom.
The meeting with the Association of British Insurers in London is part of a trade mission led by the
governor that will culminate with attending Saturday’s Nebraska Cornhusker football game in Dublin.
The insurance meeting was designed to strengthen ties between Nebraska’s insurance industry and
insurance companies in the United Kingdom, according to a press release from the governor’s office.
The UK is rebuilding its trade relationships after exiting the European Union in 2020.
Ricketts has said that the trade mission will also focus on increasing opportunities for Nebraska
agriculture, especially for beef, ethanol and distillers grains.
This year, the governor signed Legislative Bill 863 into law, which was designed to clarify accounting
rules for international companies doing business in the U.S. It should make it more attractive for
insurance companies to do business in Nebraska, Ricketts said.
Nebraska has more than 120 domestic insurers and ranks first nationally in total capital, according to
the governor’s office. Domestic insurers in the Cornhusker State employ 16,000 Nebraskans.
By Paul Hammel
 


Nebraska Examiner: Advocates might push for recreational
cannabis after medical marijuana drive fails


 







LINCOLN — The next petition drive to legalize medical marijuana may include permitting
recreational use, an official with Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana said Monday.
Crista Eggers, who coordinated the medical marijuana initiative that fell short Monday of qualifying
for the November ballot, said there definitely will be discussions about seeking legalization of both
medical and recreational cannabis.
While medical marijuana has always been her group’s focus, adding recreational marijuana for adult
use would attract bigger donations, which are needed to succeed in getting a medical marijuana
issue on the ballot, she said.
The lack of funds to hire paid, professional petition circulators was blamed, in part, for the failure of
this year’s petition drive by Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana.
“There is nothing off the table about how we get this done,” said Eggers, whose son suffers from up
to 100 epileptic seizures a day. “I’m a parent, and I will do whatever it takes, and go to the ends of
the Earth, to help my child.”
She said she’s willing to endure the criticism of anti-marijuana groups, who have claimed that the
push for medical marijuana is a forerunner for seeking all-out legalization.
Trying to find the words
On Monday, one of those groups, Smart Approaches to Marijuana, pointed out that a new National
Institutes of Health report concluded marijuana use had reached the highest levels ever, with daily
use by young adults doubling in the past decade.
This was the second time in two years that an initiative to legalize medical marijuana has failed to
qualify for Nebraska’s general election ballot.
The Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office said Monday that two petitions submitted by Nebraskans
for Medical Marijuana failed to collect the necessary, valid signatures of 86,776 voters and fell short
of another requirement — gathering at least 5% of registered voters in 38 of the state’s 93 counties
for its two petitions.
Eggers said she was trying to find the words to inform her 7-year-old son, Colton, who suffers from
multiple seizures, that the initiative had failed again.
“He asks me every single night, ‘Did we get enough signatures so I can get the medicine I need?’ ”
Eggers said.
She said the pro-medical marijuana forces will launch a new petition drive as soon as possible.
“We’re going to regroup, we’re going to hurt and we’re going to cry and we’re going to be angry, but
then we’re going to take the anger we feel today and turn it into action,” Eggers said.
“There’s no giving up,” she added
Both petitions fell  short
The Secretary of State’s Office said both petitions submitted fell short. A petition to legalize
marijuana collected 77,843 signatures and qualified in 26 counties. A companion petition to set up
regulation of medical marijuana turned in 77,119 valid signatures and qualified in 27 counties.
Unlike two other initiative petition drives this year, which turned in more than 160,000 signatures
each and used paid, professional petition circulators, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana utilized
primarily volunteers.
The marijuana group’s last campaign spending report listed about $146,000 in expenditures,
compared with spending of $1.77 million by Citizens for Voter ID and $1.49 million for Raise the
Wage Nebraska.
A leading anti-marijuana group said Nebraskans “were not duped by the marijuana industry’s trojan
horse attempt to commercialize drug use under the guise of ‘medicine,’ ” said a statement from
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Smart Approaches to Marijuana.
“Today’s high potency, bioengineered marijuana and THC products such as edibles, vapes, and
concentrates serve one purpose: to hook a generation of addicts to a commercialized drug for
profit,” the statement added.
As of February, 37 states, three territories and the District of Columbia have legalized the use of
cannabis as medicine, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. That includes the
neighboring states of Colorado, South Dakota and Missouri. Iowa and Wyoming have legalized low-
dose cannabis and CBD medical products.
Marijuana for recreational use is allowed in 19 states, two territories and the District of Columbia.
Plenty of signatures in 2020
The petition drive failure was a bitter defeat for the medical marijuana group, which had gathered
more than enough signatures two years ago to qualify a single initiative for voters. But it was
knocked off the ballot by the Nebraska Supreme Court, which ruled that the ballot language violated
the state’s “single subject” rule.
Eggers said that now about a half million Nebraskans have signed petitions to allow a vote on
medical marijuana.
“I hope the elected officials are paying attention,” she said. “They have the power to do something.”
Eggers said she hopes that the Legislature will hold a special session this fall to pass a medical
marijuana law.
That would seem to be a long shot. State lawmakers have failed to advance any proposals to legalize
medical cannabis, and Gov. Pete Ricketts — who leaves office in January due to term limits — is a
staunch opponent of legalization.
Eggers said that despite falling short in 2022, she was very proud of the effort, which resulted in
more than 90,000 signatures collected.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Nebraska medical marijuana effort falls short on
signatures


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Proposals to legalize medical marijuana in Nebraska will not appear on the
November general election ballot after the efforts failed to collect enough signatures, the state’s top
elections official said Monday.
Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen said in a news release that the Medical Cannabis Patient
Protections Initiative and the Medical Cannabis Regulation Initiative failed to meet signature
requirements to get either proposal on the ballot.
Each proposal needed nearly 87,000 signatures — or a total of 7% of registered voters — as well as
5% of registered voters in at least 38 of Nebraska’s 93 counties to put the proposals to a vote of the
people.
The Patient Protections initiative collected 77,843 valid signatures, and the 5% threshold was met in
only 26 counties, Evnen said. That proposal would have legalized the use of up to 5 ounces of
marijuana for qualifying medical reasons.
The Cannabis Regulation initiative collected 77,119 signatures, and the 5% threshold was met in 27







counties. It would have legalized the possession, manufacture, distribution, delivery, and dispensing
of marijuana for medical reasons and would have established a commission to regulate a state
medical cannabis program.
The failure did not come as a surprise. Organizers announced in early July that they would likely miss
the signature goal needed to make the November ballot, citing the death of one of the effort’s top
donors. That forced organizers to rely primarily on volunteers.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and other prominent state Republican leaders have actively fought the
effort to legalize medical marijuana.
 


International Business Times: Nebraska Medical Marijuana
Efforts Fail To Reach Election Ballot Due To Number Of
Signatures


 
Falling short of the required number of signatures, medical marijuana proposals in Nebraska won't
appear on the upcoming November election ballot, officials said Monday.
The Medical Cannabis Patient Protections Initiative and the Medical Cannabis Regulation Initiative
both failed to reach the 87,000 signatures needed to put the proposals to a vote. The Patient
Protections initiative collected 77,843 valid signatures and the Cannabis Regulation initiative
collected 77,119 signatures.
Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen announced the news in a press release.
"Today, the Nebraska Secretary of State announced that our effort to relieve the pain of so many
suffering Nebraskans did not meet the minimum qualifications of verified signatures to end up on
the November ballot. To say we are devastated would be an understatement," Nebraskans for
Medical Marijuana posted on Facebook.
The efforts would have legalized up to five ounces of marijuana for medical users.
Organizers had said in July that they expected to miss the signature requirement.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, a Republican, has adamantly opposed the legalization of medical
marijuana.
"If you legalize marijuana, you're gonna kill your kids. That's what the data shows from around the
country," Ricketts said in March 2021.
Nebraska has twice failed to legalize medical marijuana.
Most states offer medical marijuana for patients. Those who qualify for medical marijuana suffer
from chronic pain, AIDS, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Alzheimer's disease, cachexia, cancer, chronic
traumatic encephalopathy, Crohn's disease, epilepsy or another seizure disorder, fibromyalgia,
glaucoma, hepatitis C, Huntington's disease, inflammatory bowel and other diseases and ailments.
By Ashley Palya
 


Kearney Hub: Holdrege recognized as Community of the
Year
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KEARNEY — The Nebraska Diplomats honored Holdrege with a Community of the Year award at its
annual banquet Aug. 9 in Kearney.
“The award recognizes the benefits that flow to a community when everyone is pulling an oar,
together,” PCDC Executive Director Ron Tillery said. “One oarsman just goes around in circles;
Holdrege is on a path forward and others are taking notice.”
Gov. Pete Ricketts presented the award to Holdrege representatives Ron Tillery and PCDC Board
President Phil Hinrichs. Several other PCDC and community representatives also attended the event
to celebrate the award.
A Nebraska Department of Economic Development staff member nominated Holdrege for the
award.
“Holdrege is an amazing community that is thriving. The community has more than 5,500 residents
who are positioning themselves for growth,” the awards emcee said.
Community highlights mentioned during the event include:
BD’s recent $100 million investment and expansion and its celebration of calling Holdrege home for
more than 50 years
Creation of new BD spin-off company, embecta, which is now its own publicly-traded company and
is Holdrege’s largest employer
Recent $8 million expansion by Allmand Inc./Briggs & Stratton
$634,000 in gap financing loans provided by PCDC for area businesses
PCDC commissioned the final engineering designs for Iron Horse Industrial Park and is actively
marketing this site
Phelps Memorial Health Center being named a top critical access hospital for many years in a row
and being named an exceptional place to work by Gallup
New Cobblestone Hotel
Recent $2 million expansion of the VA clinic in Holdrege
The Nebraska Diplomats is Nebraska’s largest economic development organization. It works to
provide a connection to Nebraska leaders without political, organizational or geographic restrictions.
More than 286 business executives and community leaders are Nebraska Diplomats.
 


Washington Post: More trigger bans loom as 1 in 3 women
lose most abortion access post-Roe


 
Two months after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, about 20.9 million women have lost
access to nearly all elective abortions in their home states, and a slate of strict new trigger laws
expected to take effect in the coming days will shut out even more.
Texas, Tennessee and Idaho all have existing restrictions on abortion, but the laws slated to begin
Thursday will either outlaw the procedure entirely or heighten penalties for doctors who perform an
abortion, contributing to a seismic shift in who can access abortion in their home states.
At least 11 other states have banned most abortions, prohibiting the procedure with narrow
exceptions from the time of conception or after fetal cardiac activity is detected, at around six weeks
of pregnancy, with legislation known as “heartbeat” laws. Five more states have similar bans
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temporarily blocked by the courts. If those injunctions are lifted, abortion could soon be inaccessible
for millions more — in total, 36 percent of U.S. women between the ages of 15 and 44 would be
largely unable to obtain an elective abortion in the state where they live.
The rapid pace of change has shocked even the closest observers.
“I just thought there would be a little more time to help providers and patients cope with these
changes,” said Elizabeth Nash, who tracks abortion legislation in the states for the Guttmacher
Institute, a nonprofit research center that supports abortion rights. “It was very clear that that sort
of grace period was not going to be provided.”
Advocates and doctors in favor of abortion rights fear that the newest trigger laws — which in Texas
will carry a potential life sentence for doctors who perform an abortion — will have a chilling effect
on helping people who either need an abortion because they are facing life-threatening
complications or are trying to travel and get one elsewhere. The stiffer laws come as patients and
providers navigate a confusing tangle of policies amid ongoing legal challenges that at times have
made abortion accessible one day and completely illegal the next. Even more changes are on the
horizon as lawmakers in South Carolina and West Virginia consider new bills during special legislative
sessions.
Patients in states such as Tennessee have rushed in recent days to try to make last-minute
appointments before they lose access to abortion completely — some only to be turned away,
ineligible for an abortion because of the state’s “heartbeat” law.
Kaydria, a 28-year-old from Jackson, Miss., started researching the changing abortion laws as soon as
she found out she was pregnant in mid-August. With abortion already banned in her home state, she
decided to drive three hours to Memphis.
She knew she’d have to hurry: On Aug. 25, all elective abortions would be banned there, too.
“I needed to go ahead and take care of it,” said Kaydria, who spoke on the condition that only her
first name be used to protect her privacy. “I knew I didn’t have time.”
‘A very confusing landscape’
Roughly 14 states have bans outlawing most abortions, with varying exemptions and penalties for
doctors. In all, nearly 21 million — about 1 in 3 girls and women in the United States between the
ages of 15 and 44 — have lost access to the procedure, according to U.S. census data.
The states that bar abortion from conception tend to be located in the South and the Midwest,
including Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Missouri and Oklahoma. Wisconsin has conflicting laws that
leave the legality of abortion uncertain, but clinics stopped providing abortions in the state after
the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization decision, effectively ending abortion within its
borders. Georgia, Idaho, Ohio and Tennessee have bans that begin when fetal cardiac activity can be
detected, which can occur before many people realize they are pregnant.
“This has been fast-moving and frightening,” said Melissa Grant, chief operations officer for
Carafem, which operates abortion clinics in several states including Tennessee, Georgia, Illinois and
the D.C. region.
Antiabortion advocates were jubilant after the high court overturned Roe and are now setting their
sights on building on their victory, including measures that would prevent out-of-state travel,
remove exemptions for victims of sexual assault and provide legal rights for fetuses.
“When you say, ‘Hey, we want to protect all of our unborn residents,’ you want to make sure that
that is effective,” said Peter Breen, the vice president and senior counsel for the Thomas More
Society, a conservative legal organization aiming to help state GOP lawmakers enact further
restrictions.
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Millions more live in states where abortion access is uncertain as legal challenges wind their way
through the courts and lawmakers consider passing new laws. In some states, abortion access has
changed day by day as courts have repeatedly blocked and unblocked bans.
North Dakota has an abortion ban from conception that has been temporarily blocked by the courts,
but it could go into effect Friday if it is not enjoined this week. South Carolina has a six-week ban that
was in effect for weeks until the state Supreme Court temporarily blocked it from being enforced
last Wednesday. That same day, a district court judge reinstated a 1973 law that bars abortion after
20 weeks in North Carolina, although the state remains one of the few with first- and second-
trimester abortion access in the South, where most of its neighbors have outlawed the procedure.
Three new laws triggered by the Supreme Court’s decision to strike down Roe that are slated to take
effect Thursday in Texas, Tennessee and Idaho will stiffen penalties for abortion providers or restrict
access to even fewer potential patients.
Immediately after the Supreme Court’s decision in June, abortion was almost completely outlawed
in Texas under a statute that predated Roe, and clinics closed their doors to patients.
On top of those restrictions, Texas legislators passed a trigger law in 2021 that makes providing an
abortion a first-degree felony, which can result in a life sentence, and raises the civil penalty to a
$100,000 fine. There are no exceptions for rape or incest in the Texas abortion ban.
“The criminal penalties will further chill the provision of care to women who need it,” said Elisabeth
Smith, director of state policy and advocacy for the Center for Reproductive Rights, a legal advocacy
organization that represented the clinic at the center of the Supreme Court case.
In Idaho, the state’s “heartbeat” ban on abortion went into effect this month. Now a near-total
abortion ban is expected to kick in, further limiting access and imposing criminal penalties of up
to five years’ imprisonment on providers. The ban slated to take effect Thursday includes exceptions
for rape, incest and the life of the pregnant person — but not when their health is at risk.
The Justice Department has filed a lawsuit against the ban, arguing that the state’s law violates a
federal requirement to provide medical care when a patient’s life or health is at stake. A federal
judge said he would issue his opinion by Wednesday.
“It’s a very confusing landscape,” said Caitlin Gustafson, a family physician and abortion provider in
rural Idaho, who is suing the state over three different abortion laws that took effect at different
times after the Supreme Court struck down Roe.
Tennessee will also see a trigger law completely ban abortion Thursday, with no exception for
victims of rape or incest.
‘A generational push’
For some antiabortion activists, the current restrictions in many states do not go far enough, and
they are itching to narrow the limited exceptions for victims of rape and incest as soon as politically
possible.
“I drafted the heartbeat law, and it was a tough pill to swallow when we had to make that
compromise to create the exceptions for rape and incest,” said Blaine Conzatti, the president of the
Idaho Family Policy Center. “And so that’s something that I would like to fix in the future.”
Yet he acknowledged that doing so will probably be an uphill battle — even in Idaho, where
Republicans control both the governor’s office and the legislature.
“I think that’s going to be a generational push,” Conzatti said, adding that it will take time to
convince some reluctant lawmakers as well those who belong to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, a key constituency that supports some exceptions in the cases of rape and incest.
Republican state Rep. Brent Crane, chairman of the Idaho House committee overseeing abortion
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legislation, said he isn’t planning on pushing bills further restricting abortion in the upcoming
session, believing that the state needs to move “slowly and deliberately.” He said he’s comfortable
with the current exemptions in the law and predicted that if removing the exception for rape and
incest were brought up, it would not pass his panel.
Even in some Republican strongholds, antiabortion lawmakers and activists have run into opposition
in trying to push through no-exemption bans, finding there is a limit to how far even many
conservative voters are willing to go. This month, voters in Kansas resoundingly rejected a ballot
measure that would have stripped protections for abortion from the state constitution. Days later,
Nebraska’s governor announced that he would not call a previously anticipated special session to
pass an abortion ban.
Lawmakers in West Virginia and South Carolina are pushing new bans in legislative sessions that
could stretch into late summer. Republicans in those states are bitterly debating whether those bills
should include exceptions for victims of rape or incest.
Meanwhile, a slew of new restrictions in several states is probably coming before the end of the
year.
Next month, Indiana will join the states with near-total abortion bans after legislators passed a law
set to take effect Sept. 15. That ban includes exceptions for rape, incest or lethal fetal abnormality,
or to save the life of the pregnant person.
Several states, including South Carolina, Utah, Wyoming, North Dakota and West Virginia, have
pending court cases that will decide the fate of abortion bans that were triggered by the fall of Roe.
If all of those bans prevail, at least 23.2 million women will live in a state where abortion is banned
from conception or around six weeks.
‘Get here now’
As soon as Roe was overturned, staff members at Choices, an abortion clinic in Memphis, began
preparing for the courts to lift an injunction on a six-week abortion ban, a change they knew could
come at any time and would outlaw most abortions in Tennessee. Within hours of the Supreme
Court decision, staff started calling patients scheduled for the following week, urging them to get to
the clinic as soon as possible.
“They told me, ‘Get here now,’” said Jacretia Porter, a 24-year-old who had an abortion scheduled a
week after the Dobbs decision. “They didn’t know how much longer they’d be able to do abortions.”
Porter immediately drove to the clinic, where she saw many other women who had received similar
calls that morning. The other patients looked just as she felt, Porter added: “rushed, overwhelmed
and super confused.”
While Porter was able to get her abortion that day, hundreds of other patients have been turned
away at Choices and other clinics in Tennessee since the six-week ban took effect on June 28. Over
the last seven weeks, patients have experienced “a lot of shock and anger,” said chief executive
Jennifer Pepper — feelings that will only intensify when the procedure is banned altogether.
“For the first few weeks, there was not a time I left [the clinic] when I didn’t see a patient upset on
the porch,” Pepper said.
After the state’s total ban goes into effect Thursday, abortions will be allowed only to save the life of
a pregnant patient, such as in the case of an ectopic pregnancy, or to “prevent serious risk of
substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function.” Doctors and advocates worry
that the law’s vague language will lead to potentially costly confusion.
Kaydria arrived at Choices on a recent Wednesday in August, only to find out she was already too far
along to receive an abortion in Tennessee. The staff handed her a piece of paper with a list of
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abortion clinics in Illinois.
The closest option was more than seven hours from Kaydria’s home in Mississippi.
Angry and frustrated, Kaydria said lawmakers shouldn’t “have the right” to decide whether she gets
an abortion, adding that “women aren’t breeding machines.” Already a mom, she said she used to
live paycheck to paycheck and only recently began to feel on solid ground financially. By having
another child, she said, she would be taking “10 steps back.”
Sitting outside the clinic, she resolved to start calling the numbers on the list that evening. She would
have to find another babysitter and ask to take another day off work.
But first, a three-hour drive home.
By Katie Shepherd, Rachel Roubein and Caroline Kitchener
 


OWH: Latest attempt to legalize medical marijuana fails to
make Nebraska ballot


 
LINCOLN — The latest attempt to legalize medical marijuana in Nebraska will not make it onto the
general election ballot.
Both of the petitions for the Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana campaign fell just under 10,000
signatures short of the approximately 87,000 signatures necessary to make it onto the ballot,
Secretary of State Bob Evnen announced Monday.
The campaign submitted about 92,000 signatures for both petitions back in July, but the Nebraska
Secretary of State’s Office verified only about 77,000 signatures for each petition.
When the petitions were submitted, those involved with the campaign expressed optimism despite
having little cushion for signatures getting tossed out. State Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, the
campaign co-sponsor, previously said typical initiatives need a 20% buffer to collect enough
signatures to make it on the ballot. Because their campaign was largely volunteer-driven, organizers
were hopeful they could get by with less of a buffer.
Morfeld said Monday that he always knew that coming up short was a possibility, though the
campaign “always held out hope.”
“We are saddened that we couldn’t get across the finish line,” he said.
It was the second attempt in recent history to get medical marijuana legalization on the ballot in
Nebraska. The previous attempt in 2020 was far more well-funded, raising roughly $2.5 million and
collecting more than 182,000 signatures. That attempt was disqualified from the ballot by a State
Supreme Court decision because it contained more than one subject.
This year, the same effort didn’t have as much funding at its disposal, largely due to a series of
tragedies that cost the campaign two people who were expected to make major contributions to the
initiative. The latest report from the Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Commission showed the
campaign received nearly $280,000 in contributions as of Aug. 1.
A legal challenge to Nebraska’s requirement that petition drives collect a certain number of
signatures in at least 38 counties made no difference in the outcome.
The case, filed by ACLU of Nebraska on behalf of Crista Eggers and NMM, is pending before the 8th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.
Eggers said in a press release Monday that once the campaign receives the results from the
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Secretary of State’s Office, organizers will use the information to begin work to qualify for the 2024
ballot.
“I am heartbroken,” co-sponsor Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln said Monday on Twitter. “I learned
when everyone learned that our medical cannabis drive fell short of the signatures needed to
qualify. We will take a short moment to mourn this loss, and then get up, dust off, and get back to
work to legalize medical cannabis.”
Meanwhile, two other initiatives that backers hope to get onto the November ballot — one to
increase the state’s minimum wage and another to require voters to submit IDs — have yet to hear
back on their signature verification from the secretary of state. Both submitted substantially more
signatures than the medical marijuana campaign.
The Secretary of State’s Office said it expects to have updates on both petitions by the end of the
month.
By Erin Bamer
 


LJS: Medical marijuana initiative petitions fail to make
November ballot


 
Despite a rush of support in the final weeks of its campaign, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana fell
short of qualifying for the ballot this November for the second straight election cycle.
Both petitions seeking to legalize cannabis use for medical purposes needed roughly 9,000 more
valid signatures to meet the 86,766 needed to qualify for the general election ballot.
The results, announced by Secretary of State Bob Evnen on Monday, follow a grassroots effort by
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, which shifted to an all-volunteer format after losing two large
donors earlier this year.
While petition circulators were able to submit more than 90,000 signatures for each initiative at the
July 7 deadline, nearly 13,000 names were thrown out after a review by county election officials.
The first petition, which would have protected doctors who recommend and patients who use
cannabis for medical reasons, had 77,843 valid signatures, according to the secretary of state.
The second petition requiring the Legislature to legalize the production, supply and distribution of
cannabis for medical use had a total of 77,119 valid signatures.
In addition to falling short of the raw total, Evnen said the petitions also did not qualify in 38 of the
state’s 93 counties as is required in state law.
Although a federal court sided with Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana in June, deeming the
geographic requirement unconstitutional and issuing a temporary injunction against Evnen from
enforcing it, the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals put it back in place as it considers an appeal of the
lower court's decision made by the state.
The first petition obtained the signatures of 5% of voters in 26 counties; the second in 27 counties,
which did not meet the rule that has been in place for more than a century, the secretary of state
said.
Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart, who co-sponsored the petitions, said Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana
will request a review of the signature verification effort before it determines its next steps.
“I trust the secretary of state and the counties,” Wishart said. “But we’re going to look at and verify







the results, and if we determine that we did not qualify as the secretary of state has determined,
we’ll plan to push forward legislatively.”
The second-term lawmaker said Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana will also begin preparing another
petition drive ahead of the 2024 election cycle, capitalizing on the momentum seen in the final
weeks of the 2022 effort, where 10,000 signatures were coming in per week.
But, Wishart said, that didn’t diminish the disappointment of coming up short once again — the
2020 initiative was disqualified by the Nebraska Supreme Court following a legal challenge that it
violated the state’s single-subject rule — as well as the second-guessing that comes with it.
“You think about all the mistakes you made, or a decision where you could have done something
differently,” Wishart said. “I think we underestimated our capabilities, and I wonder if we could have
pushed even harder for those counties in the last month, if we could have squeezed out some
more.”
Crista Eggers, the statewide campaign coordinator of Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, said she
was proud of the volunteers who traveled the state collecting signatures, as well as those who
sought out a petition to sign and lend their support.
Still, that didn’t numb the “devastating” news Monday, Eggers said.
“There are probably no words that would accurately describe the way I feel as an advocate in this
fight,” she said.
Eggers said her 7-year-old son, Colton, who lives with uncontrollable seizures caused by drug-
resistant epilepsy that doctors have been unable to prescribe anything that gives him relief, remains
the “heart and drive” of her work to legalize medical marijuana.
“While these conversations we’re having right now are incredibly difficult, they pale in comparison
to the conversation I have to have with my little boy later tonight when he asks ‘Mommy, did we get
the medicine?’” Eggers said, “I don’t know what to say to him, because once again, the patients in
our state are left to suffer.”
Wishart and Eggers both pledged to keep working on behalf of Nebraskans they say would benefit
from access to medical marijuana.
After the 2020 petition was struck from the ballot in the weeks leading up to the election,
Wishart came two votes short of overcoming a legislative filibuster on a bill (LB474) that would have
legalized medical marijuana and created a regulatory structure in Nebraska.
She said she remains committed to trying every avenue available before she is term-limited at the
end of 2024.
“I think it’s something we’ll get done over the next two years,” Wishart said.
Smart Approaches to Marijuana (SAM) Nebraska, which has opposed legislation and initiative
petitions seeking to legalize medical marijuana, celebrated the petitions' failure to qualify for the
ballot.
"Nebraska voters were not duped by the marijuana industry's Trojan horse attempt to
commercialize drug use under the guise of 'medicine,' a claim as harmful as it is false," SAM
Nebraska said in a news release.
The opposition group said the model proposed by Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana would allow
dispensaries — not doctors — to determine treatments for patients seeking cannabis.
"Bypassing important tools to protect patient health and safety in favor of a marijuana industry-
driven business model ignores basic patient assurances like purity, concentration and safety," SAM
Nebraska said.
Eggers said legalizing medical marijuana is supported by a wide swath of Nebraskans — a survey
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conducted by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln indicated the issue had 83% support in 2021.
“We will not be quiet, we will not go away, we will continue to show up for the thousands of
Nebraskans who gave their everything for this,” Eggers said. “Today, I feel devastated, but someday
this story will be different.”
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Nebraska's COVID case numbers drop again


 
COVID-19 case numbers dropped in Nebraska for the third straight week, suggesting a new
downward trend in the ups and downs of the 2½-year pandemic.
The state reported 2,680 new cases for the week ending Friday, down about 8.5% from 2,907 the
previous week. Cases also were down more than a third from their recent peak of about 4,100 three
weeks before, according to data from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Cases nationally are showing a similar trend, with cases down 12% last week. Only half a dozen
states are showing rising numbers. However, it is widely acknowledged that official reports
represent undercounts, with some people not getting tested and many who do test using at-home
kits whose results aren’t included in official tallies.
Hospitalizations for COVID-19 also are coming down. A daily average of 196 Nebraskans were
hospitalized last week, down from 199 the previous week.
What’s not yet known is how the start of the school year and the continued emergence of new
variants will play out in the coming weeks. Experts predict a rise in COVID-related illness, particularly
as people spend more time indoors. Nebraska and Iowa have seen the arrival of a new omicron
subvariant, BA.4.6, in the last several weeks. However, the BA.5 subvariant remained dominant in
the state last week with an estimated 71% of positive tests that underwent genomic sequencing.
As of Sunday, 143 people were hospitalized with COVID-19 in the Omaha metro area. That included
nine children, down from 13 on Thursday. But both hospitalization figures for children are higher
than those of recent weeks.
Dr. Renuga Vivekanandan, chief of infectious disease at CHI Health and Creighton University, said the
best way to protect kids is to make sure they’re vaccinated and boosted when eligible. Her children,
ages 6 and 8, have all of their shots. They also will mask in the classroom.
Dr. David Quimby, an infectious diseases physician with CHI Health, said parents should keep kids
home if they’re sick, even if symptoms are mild, and test them. If the first at-home test is negative
but the children still have symptoms, they should be tested again 24 hours later.
The CDC’s new guidelines, however, allow people who have been exposed to the virus to mask for
10 days and test at day 5 rather than automatically quarantining.
Vivekanandan urged parents to make sure kids also are up to date on other vaccines. That includes
getting influenza shots this fall and making sure polio vaccinations are complete, given a case in New
York.
Pfizer has submitted a new COVID shot that also targets the BA.5 subvariant to the Food and Drug
Administration. The shots may be available “in a few short weeks” to anyone over age 12, Dr. Ashish
Jha, the White House COVID coordinator, told NBC News.
The greater availability of treatments and the reduced severity of recent variants has reduced the
most serious outcomes of the disease. Fewer of those people hospitalized with the virus are
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requiring ventilators. But COVID-19 remains a deadly virus in Nebraska. In the past four weeks, the
state has reported 82 new deaths.
That brings the total number of confirmed or probable deaths from the pandemic to 4,445. More
than 525,000 Nebraskans have tested positive in lab tests.
By Julie Anderson and Henry J. Cordes
 


OWH: Military recruitment in Nebraska, U.S. is falling short
of goals


 
Pvt. Jayden Day donned the patch of his new Nebraska Army National Guard unit Friday, one of 11
freshly minted soldiers to take part in a ceremony signifying he is officially part of the Guard.
Encouraged by his girlfriend’s father as well his aunt and uncle — all National Guard soldiers — Day,
19, of Gretna, enlisted last year to become a motor vehicle mechanic, a career he also is pursuing in
civilian life.
Plus, he wanted to serve his country.
“I’ll be doing the same thing, but the Army way,” he said.
The problem for the National Guard, and the military overall, is that there are not nearly enough Pvt.
Days out there.
Military recruitment is in freefall — as bad as anything seen since the beginning of the all-volunteer
force in 1973, experts say.
All service branches are feeling the pinch, with only the Space Force (by far the smallest branch)
likely to hit recruiting goals for the fiscal year that ends Sept. 30. Senior Air Force, Navy and Marine
Corps leaders say they hope to come close, but they likely will have to dip into their pool of delayed
entry applicants. That will put them behind as they begin the next recruiting year.
The Army and Army National Guard have been hit hardest. The Army has hit barely half of its
recruiting goal of 60,000 new troops and will likely remain short by 12,000 to 15,000 soldiers at the
end of the fiscal year, Secretary Christine Wormuth told NBC News earlier this month.
Nationwide, the Army Guard has recruited 57% of its goal of 38,430 through Aug. 16, according to
the National Guard Bureau. The figure for the Nebraska Army National Guard is lower still, at 53%.
“This year is markedly different than last year,” said Col. Andrew Bishop, the strength maintenance
division chief for the Army National Guard. “We’re entering a new normal.”
Retired Army Lt. Gen. Thomas Spoehr, director of the Center for National Defense at the Heritage
Foundation, warned last month that the shortfall will cause understaffed units with diminished
combat strength.
“The first step is to recognize military recruiting for what it is: in crisis,” he said in an article on the
conservative think tank’s website. “And, that the crisis is here to stay until America figures out a way
to fix it.”
A perfect storm of economic, demographic and medical factors have led to the sudden downturn in
recruiting, worsened by the COVID-19 pandemic that kept recruiters out of high schools and colleges
for much of the past two years.
The tight labor market has driven up wages and benefits in the private sector, making civilian jobs
more appealing and easier to get than they were just a few years ago.
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“We are in a war for talent,” Wormuth told the Senate Armed Services Committee in May. “This is
not a one-year challenge. We will not solve this overnight.”
Two decades ago, the 9/11 terrorist attacks motivated millennials to join the military in defense of
their country.
But Americans under 25 are too young to remember the horror of Sept. 11, 2001. The threat of
Islamist terror is no longer in the front of people’s minds.
“There’s a lower propensity of youth to serve in the armed forces than in the past 20-30 years,”
Bishop said.
At the same time, fewer young Americans are fit enough to serve in uniform. Only 23% of young
people ages 17 to 24 can qualify without a waiver — for low test scores, or because of medical issues
such as obesity, asthma, poor vision or mental health issues.
“The medical standards have really tightened up,” said Col. Dan Benes, the Nebraska Army National
Guard’s chief personnel officer.
Mental health is tripping up more Nebraska recruits than in the past, Benes said, in part because so
many sought treatment during the dark days of the COVID pandemic. A history of mental health
treatment can be disqualifying.
Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac, the Nebraska National Guard’s adjutant general, said the military sends
conflicting signals when it encourages service members to seek mental health treatment but bars
new recruits who have done so from serving their country.
“It’s not an argument to accept all comers, but it is an argument to say what message are we really
sending,” Bohac said. “We can’t be so stringent that we just automatically exclude.”
Then there’s the issue of the Pentagon’s controversial COVID-19 vaccine mandate. It’s not clear
whether the mandate is discouraging recruits from enlisting. But it is affecting those soldiers and
airmen already serving. As of last week, 10.7% of Nebraska National Guard troops remained
unvaccinated.
Five members of the Nebraska Air National Guard have voluntarily left the service rather than take
the vaccine (out of 81 total separations this year) rather than comply with the mandate, Bohac said.
No Army Guard members have so far been separated, but about 100 face dismissal if their requests
for religious exemptions are denied.
“Ultimately, they will have to make a choice about becoming vaccinated or not,” Bohac said. “We
will give everybody every opportunity to comply with the mandate. If they leave, they will leave with
an honorable discharge.”
Despite the potential for more losses due to vaccine refusal, Guard officials see retention of current
soldiers and airmen as a relative bright spot. Retention is down, too, but not nearly as dramatically
as recruitment. Bohac said the state’s Army and Air National Guard both expect to be at 95% of full
strength when the fiscal year ends.
“We have some work to do,” he said. “That last 5% is a hard number to close.”
Another bright spot is the Nebraska Air National Guard, which is on schedule to reach its recruiting
goal for the year.
Master Sgt. Kyle Eddy, the Nebraska Air National Guard’s recruiting superintendent, credits the
presence of Offutt Air Force Base. He said one-third of the Air National Guard’s recruits are veterans
transitioning from the active-duty Air Force.
“Offutt is a huge impact,” Eddy said. “(Airmen) move to Nebraska with the Air Force, they love it, and
they want to stay.”
Still, military leaders know they face some rough recruiting years ahead.







All branches are adding bonuses and turbocharging their recruiting and ROTC programs. Restrictions
on arm and hand tattoos have been loosened.
Bishop said the National Guard is expanding an advertising campaign introduced last year called
“The Next Greatest Generation is Now” to more social media platforms.
The video, set to pulse-pounding music, shows young Guard members handing out food and aiding
children after disasters. It acknowledges Generation Z has suffered from “a rogue virus, zero jobs,
and stratospheric tuition.” Then it challenges them: “Who do you think is going to fix all this? We
will.”
“We know this generation has a desire for service,” Bishop said. “It just may not be military service.
They’re doing it in their own areas.”
At the same time, the National Guard is targeting bonuses of up to $20,000 for certain high-demand
jobs — including, in Nebraska, truck drivers and infantry soldiers.
Bohac said the Guard is also boosting tuition assistance from 50% to 100%, and expanding a
program that guarantees soldiers job interviews with certain private-sector companies.
Now that COVID restrictions have been eased, recruiters can get back into schools to talk directly
with future Jayden Days.
“We’ve got two years of rebuilding our face-to-face communications,” Benes said.
The Nebraska National Guard has survived previous recruiting shortfalls. Bohac believes it will do so
again.
“We are in a competitive market for talented young people who also have a desire to serve a greater
cause,” he said. “I am confident that we can continue to recruit, train and equip the Nebraska
National Guard to be ready to serve our state and nation when called upon.”
By Steve Liewer
 


GII: Leaders tout diverse mix of attractions at Nebraska State
Fair


 
GRAND ISLAND — Executive Director Bill Ogg feels good about this year’s Nebraska State Fair, which
opens Friday.
“It’s my job to be the cheerleader for the fair," Ogg said. "But I am genuinely excited about this
year’s fair.”
Concerns about social gatherings due to COVID-19 “are really more behind us than they were last
year,” he said. He thinks people are hungry for the ”wholesome social interaction” that the fair
delivers.
A lot of big-name country artists are touring the country this summer.
But Ogg is pleased the fair’s entertainment lineup is “diversified enough that people are responding
fairly well to our concert offerings.“
Tickets certainly remain, but Ogg said the fair is close to covering the cost to book entertainers as
part of its concert lineup.
The fair hopes to at least break even on its concert costs, which total about $750,000.
“But that’s just one spoke of a large wheel for the fair," Ogg said.
The numbers look good for open-class exhibits, which will include 3,500-plus entries in the fair's







education department. That’s almost a thousand entries more than 2021, Ogg said.
The 4-H and FFA livestock entries “are very much on-par with 2021.”
This is the third Nebraska State Fair for Ogg, who has worked at fairs in other states.
One thing that makes Nebraska’s fair different is the income it receives from the Nebraska Lottery.
“It allows us to host a fair that is 40% larger than what we could sustain (through) operating
revenues,” Ogg said.
The fair’s $10 million budget includes $4 million in annual lottery funds.
In addition to bringing in attractions, that money allows the fair to provide more in awards and
prizes than it would be able to without the funding. “We can do those kind of things without
chewing my nails (worrying that) I’m going to make payroll every month,” Ogg said.
Ogg has learned a lot about fairs over the course of his career.
He's surely learned what works.
“I’ve learned a lot what doesn’t work,” he said, laughing.
While there’s some uncertainty in putting a fair together, Ogg enjoys his job.
“I genuinely love this job,” he says.
Communities can have rodeos, concerts and motor sports events anytime during the year.
But a fair combines those activities with competitive exhibits involving livestock, baking and quilts.
“That’s what makes a fair the attraction and reunion that it is,” Ogg said.
New offerings
Two of the new offerings at this year’s fair combine feats of athleticism with water.
Dogs will run, fly, catch flying discs and swim in the Super Retriever Series show. The canine
extravaganza will be the fair's first weekend. “I think that’s going to be cool,” Ogg said.
Ogg is also excited about the Flying Fools High Dive Show. Tremendous athletes, Ogg said, will dive
from 80 feet in the air into 12 feet of water.
Three high-dive shows a day will be presented throughout the fair. Ogg believes that people might
want to see the show more than once because “it’s pretty impressive.”
Concerts
For the second year in a row, Happy Together will be the concert at this year’s Older Nebraskans
Day.
The concert begins at 2 p.m. on Monday in the Heartland Events Center.
“They were very well-received last year,” Ogg said.
The oldies show brings together eight acts, some of which change each year.
While the Turtles, the Cowsills, Gary Puckett and other acts will be back, some will be different.
Ogg likes the variety of this year’s fair concerts.
A stop in Grand Island was one of more than 50 concerts canceled this year by Lady A. The group
made the move to support singer Charles Kelley in his path to sobriety.
Normally, one country entertainer would be replaced by another. But the surplus of strong country
acts on tour this year made the fair “think about something totally different,” and “maybe try to
attract an audience that has been underserved this summer,” Ogg said.
The fair decided to replace Lady A with Flo Rida on Sept. 3.
After three or four days of tickets sales, “we’ve already sold 70% of the tickets that we had sold for
Lady A,” Ogg said. So the response has been “not bad.”
With Flo Rida, “we’ll have the opportunity to entertain and attract some folks who otherwise may
not have been motivated to come to the fair,” Ogg said, referring to people in their 20s and 30s.
Four of this year’s concerts will take place outdoors, at an area set up near the Fonner Park







racetrack. The only music act at the indoor Heartland Events Center will be Happy Together.
Beyond the concert series, the fair will feature music, dancing and entertainment in a variety of
genres, from polka to Latin music, Ogg said.
More than 4,000 hours of entertainment are presented to fairgoers at no additional cost once
they’re on the grounds.
Changes
Organizing a fair each year is a balancing act between keeping things the way they were and doing
something new.
Many people, for instance, want to see a favorite concession stand “in the same place that they
remember,” Ogg said.
Knowing what to change and what to keep can be difficult, Ogg said.
This year’s fairgoers will notice that some things have changed.
“We’re really working hard on strengthening the entire Fonner Park campus, if you will, to move our
people and our guests around — give them a chance to be entertained, be educated, stay longer,”
Ogg said.
Changes are meant to strengthen parts of the fairgrounds and reduce heavy traffic in others. One
goal is to give people more experiences sooner once they arrive at the fair.
On the calendar, a noticeable change is the Veterans Day program, which traditionally has been on
Labor Day. This year it will be on Tuesday.
Local veterans “wanted a day other than Labor Day,” Ogg said. “They felt they would have better
participation on a weekday than they would on that Monday holiday.”
Still, moving the veterans program allowed the fair to do something different.
An equestrian-themed circus called Cirque Ma’Ceo will be presented in the Heartland Events Center
on Sept. 4-5. Admission is free to the troupe’s five performances.
By Jeff Bahr
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Passing higher education reforms is
economically imperative


 
Post-secondary institutions are the number one producer of highly skilled labor in the United States.
As the workforce shortage nationwide persists and our economy nears recession, strengthening our
schools at every level is more important than ever. And failing to act on needed higher education
reforms could have significant consequences for our economy down the line.
Right now, there is a concerning lack of trusted information on the state of our country’s higher
education system. As taxpayers, we all have a vested interest in student outcomes. Because of how
critical maintaining a pipeline of skilled workers is for our economy, postsecondary institutions
receive billions of dollars annually from the federal government.
However, our higher education system is one of the only fields receiving substantial amounts of
federal dollars that does not have clear established reporting requirements to continue funding.
Decades of little oversight has given some bad actors in our postsecondary ecosystem a free pass to
cash enrollment checks and take advantage of prospective students and their families. It’s time to do
something about this accountability gap.







As someone who works in the trade industry, I can attest first-hand to the enormous labor shortage
crushing many small businesses around the country. Building back our talent pipeline following the
COVID-19 pandemic is imperative to stabilizing our economy. The U.S. was once a world leader in
preparing the next generation for the workplace and if we want to stay globally competitive, we
must get back on track.
Fortunately, there is one bill moving in Washington that could help everyone see a return on their
investment. Co-sponsored by a group of bipartisan leaders, the College Transparency Act establishes
a trustworthy public facing database which will track key indicators of student success. By making
data like student enrollment numbers, post-grad income, program completion statistics of all degree
programs, and employment outcomes public, we’re empowering prospective students and their
families to make well-informed decisions about their financial futures.
As we brace for more economic turmoil, this common sense (and frankly, non-controversial) reform
will fix an increasingly relevant and concerning data blind spot.
I believe passing the CTA will provide needed stakeholder insight into student outcome trends and
help identify where institutions should focus their retention efforts. Holding higher education
accountable for building the workforce of tomorrow starts with tracking student outcomes, it’s really
that simple.
The CTA strikes a balance between creating transparency within the higher education system and
protecting the valuable investment of resources by taxpayers and students alike. Passing basic
oversight measures like the CTA will shed a needed light on how taxpayer funded institutions are
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.
I applaud our U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse for seeing the merits of this bill and adding his name as a co-
sponsor. His leadership and support of economic and student focused reforms has been and will
continue to be instrumental to improving the state of our nation’s high education system. His
experience as the former president of Midland University provides perspective on this topic that his
colleagues would be seriously remiss to ignore.
Let’s secure our country’s economic future, uplift tomorrow’s generation of skilled labor, and pass
long overdue higher education reforms.
By Chris Peterson
 


AP: Pfizer seeks OK of updated COVID vaccine booster for
fall


 
Pfizer asked U.S. regulators Monday to authorize its combination COVID-19 vaccine that adds
protection against the newest omicron relatives — a key step toward opening a fall booster
campaign.
The Food and Drug Administration ordered vaccine makers to tweak their shots to target BA.4 and
BA.5 that are better than ever at dodging immunity from earlier vaccination or infection.
Pfizer and its partner BioNTech aim to offer updated boosters to people 12 and older, and shots
could begin within weeks if the FDA quickly clears the modified vaccine — a step not expected to
require waiting on new studies.
Moderna is expected to file a similar application soon for updated boosters for adults. The U.S. has a
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contract to buy 105 million of the Pfizer doses and 66 million Moderna ones, assuming FDA gives the
green light.
“It’s going to be really important that people this fall and winter get the new shots. It’s designed for
the virus that’s out there,” White House COVID-19 coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha said last week.
For now at least. BA.5 currently is causing nearly all COVID-19 infections in the U.S. and much of the
world. There’s no way to know if it still will be a threat this winter -- or if another mutant will have
replaced it.
The vaccines currently used in the U.S. still offer strong protection against severe disease and death,
especially if people have gotten their recommended boosters. But those vaccines target the
coronavirus strain that spread in early 2020 and their effectiveness against infection has dropped
markedly as new mutants came along, particularly the super-contagious omicron family.
How would combo shots work? Sort of like a second-generation vaccine. Both the Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines contain the genetic instructions for the spike protein that coats the coronavirus,
to train the immune system to recognize the real virus. The new combo doses will contain
instructions for both the original spike target and the spike mutations carried by BA.4 and BA.5.
The news comes after Britain a week ago became the first in the world to authorize a different
update to Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccines -- shots that add protection against the original omicron
that struck last winter.
European regulators also are considering the original omicron versions by Moderna and Pfizer. The
U.S. opted not to use that earlier tweak -- setting up a fall where different countries will be using
different versions of booster shots to rev up protection against another possible winter surge.
In the U.S., the FDA will be relying heavily on scientific testing of prior tweaks to the vaccine recipe
— rather than a study of the newest boosters that could take months — to decide whether to fast-
track updated shots for fall.
Pfizer previously announced results from a study that found its earlier omicron tweak significantly
revved up antibodies capable of fighting the first omicron version, called BA.1, and to a lesser degree
the genetically distinct BA.4 and BA.5 omicron relatives. Its application to the FDA contains that data
plus animal testing of the newest recipe update.
It's similar to how flu vaccines are updated every year without having to undergo large studies.
Pfizer and BioNTech expect to start a trial using the BA.4 and BA.5 boosters in the coming weeks, to
shed additional light on how well tweaked shots work. Moderna has begun a similar study although
full results wouldn't be available before a fall booster campaign.
“It's clear that none of these vaccines are going to completely prevent infection," said Dr. Rachel
Presti of Washington University in St. Louis, a researcher with the Moderna trial.
But prior studies of variant booster candidates show “you still get a broader immune response giving
a variant booster than giving the same booster” again, which should be helpful even if a newer
omicron relative emerges, she added.
Pfizer and Moderna don't make the only U.S. vaccine options. Novavax makes a more traditional,
protein-based shot — and U.S. health authorities just expanded its use for people as young as 12.
Novavax also plans to offer a variant update later in the year.
 
 
 
Very Respectfully,
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5. Pillen's not hiding
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LJS: New Nebraska Republican leader aims for filibuster-proof legislative majority
 
Republican State Chairman Eric Underwood of Lincoln said Friday that along with the election of
GOP gubernatorial nominee Jim Pillen and reelection of the state's three Republican congressmen in
November, the party is focused on building the Republican majority in the nonpartisan Legislature to
36 senators.
In studying upcoming legislative contests, Underwood said, "that's a realistic number" to set as a
goal and the party has organized a "36-strong" campaign effort.
Republicans currently hold 32 seats in the 49-member Legislature.
With 33 votes required to break a filibuster that can block legislative action, the GOP has long been
focused on electing a "filibuster-proof" Republican majority.
In actual practice, Republican senators have not voted in unison on a number of key issues, but five
of the more independent registered Republicans will be leaving the Legislature at the end of the year
because of term limits.
"If all Republicans turn their eyes to Nov. 8, good things can happen," the newly elected GOP state
chairman said.
Underwood, who was Lancaster County Republican chairman, was elected at a contentious state
party convention in Kearney in July, ousting Dan Welch of Omaha and, in the process, removing
control of the party from Gov. Pete Ricketts.
"The 36-strong goal can only happen if all Republicans believe in that end," Underwood said during
an interview at GOP state headquarters in Lincoln.
If the party is divided with some members internally focused on "vengeance or retaliation," he said,
"we can never reach that goal."
Underwood said general election goals will also include electing conservative Republicans to the
State Board of Education and reelecting Lancaster County Attorney Pat Condon in his contest with
Sen. Adam Morfeld, the Democratic nominee.
As the new party chairman, Underwood said he is focused on inclusion and unity.
"Don't use the word RINO (Republican in name only) and don't degrade others," he said.
The party's legislative agenda will concentrate on fiscal responsibility, less government intrusion, tax
reform, agriculture and education, Underwood said.
"There'll be a pro-life element and support for abolishing Roe v. Wade," he said.
Asked if the abrupt change in party leadership has resulted in "two Republican parties" in the state,
Underwood said: "I hope not and I don't believe so."
Underwood said his current abbreviated term ends May 1 and he plans to be a candidate for
reelection. That decision will be made by the party's state central committee.
"I think the Republican Party still has healing to do after decades of internal struggle," Underwood







said.
But he stressed that the party continues to remain "100% in support of Gov. Ricketts' policies,"
pointing to the governor's record in combating the COVID-19 pandemic and in leading the state's
economic recovery.
By Don Walton
 


Wahoo Newspaper: Kracl appointed as judge in Fifth Judicial District
 
LINCOLN – On Aug. 19, Gov. Pete Ricketts appointed Denise Kracl of Schuyler to the County Court,
Fifth Judicial District (consisting of Boone, Butler, Colfax, Hamilton, Merrick, Nance, Platte, Polk,
Saunders, Seward and York counties).
Kracl, 48, has served as Colfax County Attorney and the City of Schuyler’s prosecutor since December
2011. From 2007 to 2010, she served as Deputy County Attorney for Colfax and Butler counties. As
needed, she has also served as Special Prosecutor for Dodge, Platte, Saunders, Seward and York
counties since 2011.
As a county prosecutor, she has handled complicated criminal cases including a murder
investigation, attempted murder prosecution, grand juries and fingerprint and DNA evidence. As
Schuyler City Prosecutor, she has prosecuted numerous city ordinance or municipal violations. In her
capacity as County Attorney, she has reviewed search warrants, issued county attorney subpoenas,
and reviewed probable cause affidavits prior to asking for arrest warrants to be issued. Her
experience as a Special Prosecutor has included handling a grand jury for a death in a jail and
investigating alleged prosecutorial misconduct for attempt to influence the testimony of a law
enforcement officer.
Kracl has practiced law in Schuyler since August 2010, where she handles real estate contracts, wills,
and powers of attorney.
Kracl holds a Bachelors Degree in Education from Wayne State College (graduating cum laude) and a
Juris Doctor from the University of South Dakota School of Law. She also holds an executive
certificate from the McCourt School of Public Policy at Georgetown University. She is a member of
the Nebraska Bar Association, Nebraska County Attorneys Association and the National District
Attorneys Association.
Kracl is very active in community service endeavors. She has been a leader of the Colfax County Food
and Toy Corporation, which serves families facing food insecurity during the Winter Break from
school. For over a decade, the group has come together to provide food, toys and clothing to
families in need during the month of December.
She serves on numerous boards and committees, including: the County Attorney Standards Advisory
Committee, Columbus Public Schools Foundation Board of Directors, Colfax County Food Pantry
Board, Nebraska Mediation Center Board, Northeast Nebraska Human Trafficking Taskforce, CHI
Mental Health Committee of Colfax County, Colfax County Juvenile Services Committee, Schuyler
Community Development and others.
Earlier this year, Kracl was selected to represent Nebraska at the Coalition for Juvenile Justice
Conference in Washington, DC. She was recognized by the Nebraska Bar Association with an Award
of Appreciation in 2021. She has also previously been honored with the Schuyler Sertoma Service to
Mankind Award and as Volunteer of the Year by the Schuyler Chamber of Commerce.
Kracl fills the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Frank J. Skorupa.
The primary place of office for the judgeship is Columbus.







 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska Freedom Festival loses key speaker after Charles Herbster
pulls out
 
OMAHA — A group aiming to amplify Nebraska’s populist right won’t get to show quite the level of
Republican unity that its leaders hoped to convey at a Saturday event called the Second Annual
Nebraska Freedom Festival.
The Nebraska Freedom Coalition, which is organizing the event, intended to have four of the top
GOP candidates for governor speak at the event — although not Jim Pillen, who won the race. 
Then on Thursday, Charles Herbster informed the group he wouldn’t be attending, either. Herbster,
who finished second behind Pillen, is a longtime supporter of the Freedom Coalition, and the
organization has been promoting Herbster’s appearance online for weeks. 
The Freedom Coalition membership is a blend of libertarian Republicans and people who want to
more aggressively support former President Donald Trump. The group spent much of the GOP
primary race touting Herbster, who had been endorsed by Trump. Members of the coalition helped
oust Gov. Pete Ricketts’ team from the leadership of the Nebraska Republican Party.
Leaders of the coalition had criticized Pillen during the primary campaign but invited him to speak at
their event. Pillen told the group weeks ago, however, that he would not be attending. The
University of Nebraska regent’s campaign staff said Pillen had a scheduling conflict. 
A Herbster staffer reached Friday blamed “miscommunications in the planning process” for Herbster
being unable to participate Saturday. Herbster had promoted the event on his Facebook page until
Thursday, when the post was pulled.
The staffer declined to detail the miscommunications, saying he would not “discuss private
conversations about the event planning and Charles’ participation.” He said Herbster looked forward
to seeing his “Patriot friends” again soon.
“We wish them a safe event and great success,” said Rod Edwards, who is now overseeing a new
political action committee, Nebraska First, which Herbster launched Thursday to boost conservative
candidates.
Patrick Peterson, executive director of the Freedom Coalition, said that he was “disappointed that
Charles can’t attend,” and that he was also disappointed with the timing of Herbster’s decision. 
Peterson declined to explain why Herbster told them he wasn’t attending, except to say that
Herbster “couldn’t seem to give up the limelight for himself to help other candidates, especially
those running down ballot.”
Peterson said the event was geared to help candidates in lower-profile races, including the State
Board of Education, and school boards, county sheriffs and county boards in eastern Nebraska.
Peterson also just found out that State Sen. Brett Lindstrom, who finished third in the GOP
governor’s race, won’t be speaking.
Lindstrom said he decided to attend the event because organizers asked him to show unity. 
He said he had told the group that his new private-sector job limits his ability to speak at political
events. He said he was surprised to see that the festival schedule online listed him as a speaker. 
At least one of the four gubernatorial candidates is still on board to speak Saturday: Former State
Sen. Theresa Thibodeau of Omaha, who finished fourth in the race. Thibodeau said she hopes people
don’t see disunity in Herbster’s and Lindstrom’s decisions not to speak.
“Without knowing the details of why each person has pulled out of the event, I am disappointed that
it has happened in the 11th hour,” she said. “Tomorrow’s event is a perfect time to showcase that all







Republicans can come together as a united front to promote and support our conservative
candidates.”
Thibodeau and Lindstrom both endorsed Pillen on Election Night. Herbster has not endorsed Pillen
in the general election. 
Breland Ridenour, the other advertised speaker from among the gubernatorial candidates, did not
immediately return a message left Friday asking whether he still intended to speak. He was still on
the schedule the Freedom Coalition shared Friday morning, however.


Peterson said Friday afternoon that Ridenour confirmed that he would speak at the event. Ridenour
finished fifth in the primary. 
Nebraska Freedom Festival
When: Saturday. Gates open at 2 p.m. Speakers start at 4 p.m.
Where: Sarpy County Fairgrounds
Cost: $25 per adult, $20 for students, available here.
Speakers include: National conservative personalities Alex Stein, who posts videos of himself trolling
Democrats on Capitol Hill and elsewhere; rapper Nick Nittoli; musician Bryson Gray; and Ali
Alexander, who helped organize “Stop the Steal” rallies in the run-up to Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington,
D.C., before the U.S. Capitol was stormed. 
By Aaron Sanderford
 


The Hill: Nebraska Democrats hope abortion fury delivers rare House win
 
Four days after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, Patty Pansing Brooks almost became
the first Democrat to represent Nebraska’s 1st Congressional District in more than half a century.
She lost to Rep. Mike Flood (R), a fellow state senator, by 6,234 votes in a special election on June 28
spurred by the resignation of nine-term Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry (R).
Now Pansing Brooks and Flood are set for a rematch in November’s general election. And the
Democrat is hoping to use her opponent’s brief voting record in Congress against him, highlighting
Flood’s opposition to federal protections for contraceptives, abortion and same-sex and interracial
marriage. 
“We know a lot,” Pansing Brooks told The Hill. “I mean that special election was almost a gift
because it’s given us the path to victory and helps us to understand what we have to do, where we
have to be.”
A number of the House votes came in response to a concurring opinion from Justice Clarence
Thomas in the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn the constitutional right to abortion, in which he
suggested revisiting a number of other rights related to privacy. 
Pansing Brooks said the votes are also personal to her, as the mother of a 25-year-old daughter and
two sons, one of whom is gay. She said her son told her that if marriage protections look to be in
jeopardy, he and his partner could do a wedding quickly.
“But that’s not fair, I don’t want that to be quick,” Pansing Brooks said. “I want to be there; I want to
be part of it. So it just, to me, this is heartrending times we’re in. It’s like a gut-kick on thing after
thing.”
Flood, through his campaign, declined multiple requests for an interview. 
Todd Watson, who is leading the team helping the Nebraska GOP transition to new leadership, said
the special election was significant because Flood won despite the national headwinds. 
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Watson said Democrats were “highly motivated, highly charged” following mass shootings in Buffalo,
N.Y., and Uvalde, Texas, as well the Supreme Court ruling on abortion, and yet Pansing Brooks still
lost. 
“I don’t think there’s any external forces that were really in our favor at that time, and we still kind
of carried that day,” Watson told The Hill. “We’re looking forward to doing our part for the red wave
and seeing significant change.”
Pansing Brooks said if she had another week after the court’s ruling on abortion, things might have
turned out differently. 
“They hadn’t had a moment to take a breath and say, ‘Oh my gosh, our first vote. Our first ability to
say not just no but heck no,’ ” she said.
But on Aug. 2, with more time to prepare, Kansans across the border rejected a
proposed constitutional amendment that would have allowed the state legislature the authority to
restrict abortion. 
That momentum has continued for Democrats in Minnesota and New York who have outperformed
President Biden’s 2020 results. This has fueled hopes Democrats will fend off an expected “red
wave” of Republican victories. 
David Wasserman, the senior editor of U.S. House and redistricting for the nonpartisan Cook Political
Report, told The Hill “it’s clear that Democrats’ energy level is up,” but he expects Republicans to
have a larger advantage in the fall.
He also noted the Nebraska race is still rated “solid Republican,” though continued momentum in
Democrats’ direction could cause reconsideration, which would take improvements in Biden’s
approval rating and a further focus on abortion.
Wasserman tweeted Tuesday that Cook Political Report’s House outlook in May was a GOP gain of
20-35 seats, but “recent developments” have revised this to a 10-20 GOP gain with a Democratic
hold in the House “not out of the question.”
Pansing Brooks ran a “robust campaign” where Democrats hadn’t run one in a long time,
Wasserman said, tapping into anger in the four days after the Supreme Court’s ruling
“It was a good performance for Democrats, and it’s possible to win by losing sometimes,” he added.
“This was a moral victory for Democrats.”
Other Democratic candidates in Nebraska also see cause for optimism from the closer-than-
expected special election, including state Sen. Tony Vargas (D), who is looking to unseat three-term
Rep. Don Bacon (R) in Nebraska’s 2nd District.
Like Pansing Brooks, Vargas said his strategy is emphasizing “pain points” for voters, including access
to abortion and struggles to pay for rent, gas, health care and prescription drugs amid high inflation.
“That is what’s on the ballot here this November,” Vargas said. “That is going to be what turns the
tide here in Nebraska’s 2nd District.”
Derek Oden, Bacon’s campaign manager, said his candidate was spotlighting similar “pocketbook”
issues, as well as immigration and the FBI search at Mar-a-Lago. And he shrugged off the notion that
abortion rights would be a decisive issue. 
“This idea that Roe v. Wade is just going to sort of totally drive up turnout and squash Republican
energy, I don’t think that’s necessarily the case,” Oden said. “I think voters are still waiting to
decide.”
Bacon beat Rep. Brad Ashford (D) in 2016 on the same ticket as former President Trump, and he
went on to win in 2018 — a “blue wave” year — and again in 2020.
After the Nebraska special election and Kansans rejected the abortion amendment, Cook Political
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Report moved the second district from “likely Republican” to “toss-up.” 
John Hibbing, a political science professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, said the June
outcome was a “good sign” for Democrats in November, even though the president’s party usually
gets “shellacked” in midterms.
The last time Nebraska sent a Democrat to the U.S. House from the 1st District was Rep. Clair Callan,
who won in 1964 (and then lost two years later). And though Republicans still have a heavy
advantage in the district, Pansing Brooks may have the track record to reach beyond party lines. 
Pansing Brooks, an attorney finishing up her eighth and final year in the Nebraska legislature, was a
Republican most of her life, which included a stint as co-chair of the local county GOP in the late
1980s. In 2008, however, she switched parties as her support for abortion and LGBTQ rights clashed
with new party positions, according to the Omaha World-Herald.
Flood served in Nebraska’s unicameral statehouse for 10 years, including as Speaker for six years in
which he was elected the state’s youngest and longest-serving leader in that legislature. In 1999,
before politics, he founded Flood Communications, which owns a host of local television and radio
stations that cover statewide news. He is also an attorney.
Hibbing said that while Lincoln, the state’s capital city, is growing — helping Democrats, who do
better in urban areas — overcoming GOP dominance in rural parts of the district is “too high a hill to
climb right now.”
“Hope’s one thing but actually winning the seat’s another,” Hibbing said. “And I still don’t see
Democrats having a good chance to do that, even with a bump that they’re getting because of the
Dobbs decision or various other things.”
However, other leading Democrats are, perhaps unsurprisingly, more optimistic.
State Sens. Carol Blood (D), who is running for governor, and Machaela Cavanaugh (D), who is
seeking reelection, see the special election as evidence people want the government out of private
decisions.
“That’s true in Nebraska, it’s true in Kansas and it’s true across the country,” Cavanaugh told The Hill.
“This is not a winning issue for anyone who wants to hinder women’s rights to reproductive health;
it is a losing issue.”
Cavanaugh is one of two Democrats targeted by Republicans for voting against a proposed abortion
ban this spring, which failed to advance in the unicameral legislature by two votes. 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) announced on Aug. 9 that there would not be a special session on
abortion after senators failed to garner the necessary votes, though Republicans likely would have
had the votes had Pansing Brooks been elected to Congress. 
Nebraska Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb said the election showed the effects of work on the
ground, but she expressed frustration at the lack of national Democratic support for Pansing Brooks.
“We don’t need outside consultants or outside kind of magical tools that the latest vendors are
selling,” Kleeb said. “What we need is resources from national party groups to actually believe and
invest in what’s happening on the ground.”
A spokesperson for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee said the committee is
focused on the Vargas-Bacon match-up as the party’s “best chance at success,” and one of 33
seats the committee is seeking to flip blue.
A spokesperson for the National Republican Congressional Committee said the margins of the
special election were closer than anticipated, but that Democratic hopes for an even better outcome
in November were “probably misplaced.”
By Zach Wendling
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LJS: Are we in a recession? Probably, Nebraska economists say, but state may fare better
than nation
 
The U.S. economy has met the technical definition of a recession, with two straight quarters of a
decline in gross domestic product.
But are we really in a recession? Some experts have questioned whether the economy can truly be
in a recession when unemployment is at a historically low level and continues to decline. In fact, the
country as a whole added 500,000 jobs in July. Some other economic indicators continue to be
positive as well. For example, retail spending was up 10.1% last month compared with a year ago.
A recent survey by the National Association for Business Economics found that fewer than 1 in 5
economists believe we are currently in a recession, although nearly half think we will be in one by
the end of the year or early next year.
The debate over whether the national economy is in a recession also begs the question: Is Nebraska
in a recession?
Eric Thompson, director of the Bureau of Business Research at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
said it's unclear at this point whether the nation or Nebraska is experiencing recessionary conditions
at this time.
But he said the state "will most likely fall into recession if the national economy enters recession."
However, he said the state's large agriculture sector could blunt the effects of a national recession
somewhat thanks to high commodity prices, particularly corn prices, which are near all-time highs.
Thompson also said the state's labor situation could be a mitigating factor, too.
"Employers will try very hard to retain their workers even as the economy slows, he said. "This also
may help Nebraska avoid recession."
The most recent data from the Nebraska Department of Labor shows the state has added nearly
20,000 jobs over the past year, and employment numbers are higher than they were before the
coronavirus pandemic.
One industry that is doing particularly well in the state is manufacturing, which as of July employed
103,000 people, the most since January 2003.
Creighton University economist Ernie Goss, however, said strong job numbers are somewhat
misleading.
"Healthy job gains overstate the strength in the U.S. and Nebraska economies for several reasons,"
he said.
Among them: the number of people holding more than one job has increased and the percentage of
people participating in the labor force has continued to decline.
"The primary factor rendering both the U.S. and Nebraska employment gains is the steep decline in
labor productivity," Goss said.
The first-quarter decline in U.S. labor force productivity was the largest since 1947, he said, and
though data for Nebraska is not yet available, Goss said he expects it also will show a decline.
Despite that, he said, Nebraska's labor market remains stronger than the nation as a whole. The
state's current labor participation rate actually is higher than it was before the pandemic started.
"This combined with the state's ultra-low unemployment rate (lowest in the last 50 years) attest to a
Nebraska economy that is stronger than the national economy," Goss said.
He also noted the relative strength in both agriculture and manufacturing. That could be why Goss'
monthly Rural Mainstreet Survey shows that job growth in rural areas of Nebraska has been nearly







three times higher than in the state's metro areas over the past 12 months.
On the other hand, Goss said the U.S. dollar's relative strength to European, Chinese and Japanese
currencies is bad for both of those sectors long term. He also noted that the state's low
unemployment rate has led to a labor shortage that is likely to limit the ability of the state's
companies to grow.
Whether Nebraska truly is in a recession or not, recent reports do show the economy slowing down.
Nebraska’s leading economic indicator, which is designed to predict economic activity for the next
six months, fell 0.08 percentage points in July.
Thompson, who authors the report, said it "suggests slow economic growth in Nebraska for the rest
of year and the beginning of 2023.”
Goss authors two surveys that cover the Midwest economy — the Rural Mainstreet Survey and Mid-
America Business Conditions — and he said both, "point to slower, but positive, growth for the
remainder of 2022 for Nebraska."
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: U.S. Supreme Court asked to rule on Nebraska's 'home equity theft' law
 
LINCOLN — All it took for Kevin Fair and his now-deceased wife, Terry, to lose their home of 27 years
was failing to pay a $588.21 property tax bill.
That set off a process outlined in Nebraska law through which a private firm claimed their mortgage-
free, $60,000 home — all 912 square feet of it, with its three bedrooms, one bathroom and partially
finished basement.
The Scottsbluff couple ended up with nothing.
In March, the Nebraska Supreme Court ruled that the tax sale process in the Fair case was legal and
constitutional. But a national legal organization that fights government overreach and abuse called it
“government-sanctioned home equity theft.”
Earlier this month, the Pacific Legal Foundation, working with Legal Aid of Nebraska, asked the U.S.
Supreme Court to hear the case. The petition for writ of certiorari argues that the process amounts
to an unconstitutional taking of property and violates constitutional protections against excessive
fines.
“PLF has an initiative to end predatory tax foreclosure laws that allow government (and its private
partners) to take homes that are worth much more than the tax debts,” said Christina Martin, a
senior attorney for the group. “Government should not take more than it is owed in taxes, penalties,
interest and costs. And it should not ignore the value of what it takes when it is collecting a debt.”
The issue stems from a Nebraska law dating to the 1870s, which provides a means for counties to
collect delinquent property taxes.
Under the law, when property taxes go unpaid, counties can take out a lien — a legal claim — on the
property, which makes it unable to be sold or refinanced until the debts are paid. These liens are
advertised in a local newspaper and sold to third parties.
Once a third party purchases the lien and pays the property owner’s debt, that party begins paying
taxes on the property. After three years of paying taxes, the third party can then apply for a tax
deed. At that time, they must notify the owner of their intent to obtain a tax deed so that the owner
has a chance to pay the debt and keep the property.
If the owner cannot or does not pay, the third party ends up with property worth several times the
amount of the tax delinquency, even with interest and fees added in. In the Fairs’ case, the total
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owed was about $5,200, less than a tenth of the assessed value of their home.
In an earlier Nebraska case, a 94-year-old widow living in a nursing home lost a farm worth $1.1
million over a $50,000 tax lien. Although one Nebraska Supreme Court judge described the situation
as “a windfall that borders on the obscene,” the court upheld the law.
The Nebraska law, like those of 13 other states, does not require that property owners be
reimbursed the difference between the tax debt and the value of their property.
Jennifer Gaughan, legal program director for Legal Aid, said the tax sale law is a concern for Legal Aid
because it often affects low-income homeowners, especially those who are elderly, disabled or from
minority groups. The Nebraska Department of Revenue’s property tax division listed more than
20,000 properties as tax-delinquent in the past year.
“Homes are how most people accumulate wealth,” she said. “Through this process, all of the wealth
that Mr. Fair has accumulated will be lost. Even if he didn’t pay his taxes, is it really fair to take his
entire house?”
Based on court documents, the Fairs’ saga began with their 2014 property tax bill.
A year earlier, Terry Fair had developed multiple sclerosis and lost her job at Walmart. Kevin Fair
took early retirement to care for her. Between medical bills and the reduced income, they were
unable to pay the $588.21 owed.
County officials published a notice of tax delinquency in a local newspaper, as the law requires. The
February 2015 notice listed 685 properties, each identified only by a legal description of the
property.
A month later, an Omaha-based company called Continental Resources bought the tax lien on the
Fairs’ home for the cost of the taxes owed. The company then received and paid the tax bills in 2015
and 2016. By then, the tax debt with interest and fees had reached $5,268.
Continental sent the required notice to the Fairs, giving them three months to pay off the total and
save their home.
But the Fairs did not have the money and were rebuffed in their attempts to get a loan. When the
three months expired, Scotts Bluff County officials transferred the home’s title to Continental.
The Fairs turned to Legal Aid for help. Although Terry Fair died in 2019, Kevin Fair has been able to
stay in their home during the legal battle.
Pacific Legal Foundation got involved with the case because it encounters similar stories in the states
that allow governments and private partners to take properties worth more than the amount of tax
debts, Martin said. In one case involving a homeowner who accidentally underpaid his taxes by $8,
the Michigan Supreme Court ruled that government had taken the property without providing just
compensation.
She said the organization plans to file a petition with the U.S. Supreme Court on behalf of a second
Nebraskan soon. In that case, Sandra Nieveen of Lincoln lost her home of 50 years over unpaid
property taxes that accumulated while she was struggling with severe depression and anxiety. She
also lost her appeal before the State Supreme Court.
They face long odds in getting their cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. A total of 5,307 cases were
filed with the court during its 2020 term, according to a 2021 report on the federal judiciary. During
the same term, only 72 cases were actually argued before the court. The court tends to take cases
with compelling factors, such as a conflict with a previous ruling or a need to settle an unanswered
question on an important topic.
“We are hopeful that the Supreme Court will agree to hear the cases because it is a very important
issue, affecting property owners in many states,” Martin said.
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OWH: Omaha parents, former teachers take education into their own hands with
'microschools'
 
Rachel Benson grew up attending a small public school in Kansas, a place where she was a classic
achiever — all A’s, valedictorian, a teacher’s star pupil.
She moved to Omaha for college, became an elementary teacher and spent a decade trying to find
the right fit at schools around Omaha. But after being laid off, dealing with escalating behavioral
issues and eventually leaving education altogether, Benson said she started to miss helping children.
In 2018, she decided the best way to get back into teaching and avoid the pitfalls that previously
derailed her career was to create her own school.
“When I said yes, I felt really nervous, like, ‘Can I do this?’” Benson recalled. “And with my husband
and a few other people around me, I just kept whispering to them, ‘I’m going to start a school.’ They
helped pour fire on my vision and validated me.”
Benson is among what one advocate says is a burgeoning number of parents and former teachers
banding together to create their own schools — commonly referred to as microschools — around
the Omaha metro area. Many of them have popped up since the pandemic began.
Former teachers say they couldn’t thrive in the public or private school systems, while parents were
seeking alternative education styles or curriculum.
The learning style isn’t feasible for all families though, particularly those who can’t afford tuition and
other costs. They also lack the ability to convey meaningful certifications or diplomas to their
students, according to a state official.
As far as the state is concerned, there’s no such thing as a microschool, said David Jespersen,
spokesman for the Nebraska Department of Education.
Schools are either accredited or exempt from state standards, he explained. Home-school students
who are taught by just their parents are labeled as an exempt “single family” and home-school
families who come together to learn, like in a microschool, are deemed an exempt “multi-family
unit.”
“A microschool isn’t really a school, it’s just people helping a student learn different subjects,”
Jespersen said. “It’s a more common term in that industry. There is no requirement for them to be
registered with the state because they don’t have any students necessarily, they are basically
working as a contractor for a group of exempt families.”
As of Aug. 19, there were 35 multi-family units registered for the 2022-23 school year in Nebraska,
Jespersen said.
While those numbers are similar to pre-COVID statistics, Kathryn Dillow, president of Nebraska
Homeschool—The Home Educators Network, said she has seen an increase in microschools since
the pandemic began.
“I think it’s because families have experienced learning can happen in a different way,” she said.
The term “microschool” is a bit of a gray area.
Dillow said the format can vary from two families coming together to help teach their children, to a
hybrid learning model, to a full five days of school in a specific location.
Benson’s school was created under Acton Academy, an international learning program that boasts
more than 275 schools worldwide. It meets five days a week and its academic calendar is similar to
that at a public or private school.







Several other microschools around Omaha operate under a hybrid format.
Rebecca Kennedy opened her own last year after tutoring for more than a decade. Kennedy said she
wanted to create her own school for a variety of reasons: She didn’t want students to be forced to
follow a mandated curriculum and she wanted to provide a space where “politics are off the table.”
“I tell parents (their) kids won’t know who we voted for, and anything controversial or political, I say
go home to talk to mom and dad about it,” Kennedy said. “Knowing a lot of parents were looking for
that, I wanted to help.”
Kennedy’s school, E3 Modern Learning, meets in the basement of Faith Christian Church in west
Omaha. It offers a hybrid format that requires the close participation of parents — each family has
to register their own child as an exempt home-school student and use their own curriculum.
Students bring their work to the church on Tuesdays and Thursdays for Kennedy to facilitate lessons
and help them complete their own tasks. Then they head home on other days of the week to go
through the learning with their parents.
Kennedy started her last school year with two students and ended with nine. This year, she has
about six in kindergarten through fourth grade in a “one-room schoolhouse concept.”
Kennedy said her whole motto is for the students to be the drivers of their own learning.
“I base it on personalized learning and where they are at,” Kennedy said. “I don’t move on if a child is
struggling and I don’t have this baseline where they have to be at. I move at the students’ pace and
not like a district’s pace.”
Many microschools differ drastically from public or private school in curriculum. There are no grade
levels — like in Kennedy’s school, students of all ages learn alongside each other with work catered
to their skill level.
Students don’t advance to another grade once the school year ends, but instead have their own set
of requirements needed to move onto another level of curriculum.
In Benson’s school, teachers are called “guides” and children make their own decisions of what they
learn every day.
“What sets us apart, and it’s not for everybody, is the belief that children can do things. And they can
even learn how to lead themselves. And they can learn how to lead each other,” Benson said. “The
role of the adults is different. In traditional schools, the role of the adult is the central role in the
class. It’s the role with the most power. And the children don’t really have a choice in what they’re
doing.”
Dillow said this type of education offers freedom and flexibility. And because these schools don’t
have to follow state standards, the curriculum is up to the owner or parents, depending on the
microschool format.
The state doesn’t provide oversight of curriculum for those exempt from state standards, Jespersen
said. They are required to submit a plan of what they are teaching students, but it can be as short as
a couple of sentences describing what subjects parents or tutors will be going over that year.
“Once we get that it’s basically, OK, good luck,” Jespersen said.
Microschools are also not allowed to issue high school diplomas. If they do give a student a
certificate of completion, it basically means nothing in the eyes of the world and state, Jespersen
said. Students have to take GED tests to show they completed high school.
Hannah Holguin, owner of Masterpiece Academy, said while she intends to use Nebraska state
standards, she will incorporate her own format of learning and additional faith-based instruction.
Holguin’s school is in its first year this fall. She previously worked in the Omaha Public Schools before
moving to the Council Bluffs district in 2021 as her last try to teach in public school.







Holguin said she didn’t thrive as a teacher in OPS and Council Bluffs because the districts didn’t
prioritize students’ academic needs.
“We had goals that needed to be met and we had timelines, so I remember feeling rushed by the
curriculum,” Holguin said. “It was always, ‘We are behind,’ but it was never about the kids. It was
always about the curriculum. And so I found myself staring at my kids and realizing they’re not ready
to move on.”
Masterpiece Academy offers full-time and part-time learning based on parent needs. Right now she
has three students, but is open to having more and hoping to eventually grow to K-12. She bases the
academy out of her home to make children feel more comfortable.
The individualized learning a microschool can offer comes at a cost and some are charging tuition
that is far more expensive than many people can afford.
Holguin said she realizes that she won’t be reaching the students who really need her, at least
initially, because she has to charge tuition.
“I’m not reaching the kids yet that need me. But I’m optimistic for fundraising efforts from other
people who will jump on board and support it,” Holguin said. “That way people can get scholarships
and still get this type of education without having that financial burden.”
Holguin’s prices range from $650 to 850 a month depending if the student is full time or part time.
Kennedy charges $300 per month for her two-day-a-week model, plus a class fee of $180 for
software and supplies. Benson’s school, which meets five days a week, is $8,800 a year with a $300
annual fee.
Julie Desrosiers, the owner of New Heart Christian School, is one of the few nonprofit microschools
in the area that is donation-based. She said parents are expected to pay a monthly fee but they can
choose their contribution amount.
Desrosiers is also a former OPS teacher who decided to quit and start her own school for the 2021-
22 school year. She said being a public school teacher was boring because the entire year is mapped
out for each educator, not allowing personal creativity with the curriculum.
“Students can’t advance too quickly, but they can’t fall behind. They have to stay with their peers,”
she said. “By fourth grade, kids have outgrown their curiosity and now they hate school. They have
learned to hate school because they can’t be creative and learn at their own pace.”
New Heart Christian School resides in the same church as Kennedy’s school. She offers as much
learning as a parent wants.
A parent can drop their child off every day or a couple hours for a day. Desrosiers prides herself on
the project-based learning she provides, plus hands-on assignments and field trips on a regular basis.
This year, Desrosiers is giving the reins over to her students’ parents, who will be volunteering at the
school as she cares for her daughter, Esther, who was diagnosed with brain cancer earlier this year.
She said the school year should still begin Sept. 7.
Desrosiers said making the jump to her own school has unearthed a different community committed
to giving children freedom in the classroom.
“We have a choice to take it easy. We don’t have to be hitting the books hard all day, every day,
certain minutes a day because the state tells us we have to,” she said. “It’s not my school — it’s
everyone’s school.”
By Lauren Wagner
 


LJS: 'Not just a disease of smokers' — Lung cancer ranks as deadliest in Southeast
Nebraska







 
About the stories
This summer, the Journal Star and other Lee Enterprises news outlets sifted through data provided by
CDC with the goal of answering the question, "What's killing us?" Or, in some cases,
"What's not killing us as much as it used to?"
We examined the leading causes of death in nine Southeast Nebraska counties — Cass, Gage,
Jefferson, Johnson, Lancaster, Otoe, Saline, Seward and York — and compared our rates locally to the
national average.
More people in Southeast Nebraska die of lung cancer than any other type of cancer, and the reason
for its high mortality rate may be simple.
While Nebraska has an average rate of screening for the disease, most cases of lung cancer are
caught in later stages, according to Dr. Ryan Martin, a pulmonologist at Bryan Health.
"If people follow the recommendations, they get a colonoscopy beginning at the age 45. They detect
huge proportions of colon cancers early and people can get resection before they have
metastasized," Martin said. "The problem with lung cancer is most diagnoses occur on stage 3 and 4,
which are at that point not resectable, which means incurable, and that's really why the high
mortality rate."
The American Cancer Society recommends people between the ages of 50 to 80 who are in "fairly
good health" but currently smoke or quit smoking in the past 15 years to be screened for lung
cancer.
Screening is also recommended for anyone with a 20 pack-year smoking history — a pack-year is one
pack of cigarettes per day, per year. One pack per day for 20 years or two packs per day for 10 years
would both be 20 pack-years.
Although lung cancer has the highest mortality rate, it's the third-most-common form of cancer in
Nebraska, behind breast cancer and prostate cancer, according to the American Cancer Society.
Both breast cancer and prostate cancer are more commonly screened for, allowing cases to be
found in earlier stages and to be treated quickly and efficiently.
The organization estimates that about 1,330 Nebraskans have been diagnosed with lung cancer this
year as of early August, and 670 of those people have died.
In comparison, the same data showed 1,680 people have been diagnosed with prostate cancer,
while only 170 of those cases have been fatal, and about 1,600 diagnoses for breast cancer have
been recorded, with 250 women dying of the disease this year.
Colorectal cancer had the second-highest mortality rate in 2022, with 320 people dying out of 960
diagnoses.
Because many cases of lung cancer are detected later, treatment can be difficult.
"The first option when we're going to talk about treatment of lung cancer is always going to be
surgical, and whether or not you can potentially resect it," Martin said. "Then, the stage of the tumor
is going to determine what the alternative options are there. It just really depends on what we
actually see."
Treatment can be a variation of chemotherapy, immunotherapy, radiation therapy or all of the
above.
While the No. 1 cause of lung cancer is smoking, an odorless, colorless gas also causes a significant
number of cases.
Radon is a gas that seeps into homes through the ground and is known to cause lung cancer in
smokers and non-smokers alike.







Nebraska has extremely high levels of radon compared with the rest of the country — especially in
eastern Nebraska — and has the fourth-highest levels behind South Dakota, North Dakota and Iowa.
The reason for that is a rock layer underground in the Midwest that is closer to the surface than in
other areas of the country, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
The dangerous gas can be controlled through testing and mitigation, but fewer people have been
testing their homes for radon in recent years, said Travis Weber, owner of Weber Home Inspections
in Lincoln. 
"A lot of people still to this day don't even know what radon is," Weber said. "And a lot of people
think it's a hoax."
Additionally, he said the housing market has played a role in testing, with many buyers bypassing
radon tests to speed up the process and to avoid spending extra money on a mitigation system
should their house have a radon problem.
The Environmental Protection Agency recommends homeowners install a mitigation system if their
house tests at 4 picocuries per liter or more. The system includes a PVC pipe running from the
lowest level of the house up past the roof with a fan filtering the air and radon out.
Weber has inspected multiple homes in Beatrice that tested in the 80s and recently tested a home in
central Lincoln that had 22 picocuries per liter of radon. However, there's no rhyme or reason to
which homes have high levels and which don't, and the age of the house doesn't play a role, either.
Weber, who has been in the business for seven years, said there are homes in certain
neighborhoods in his coverage area that typically pass a radon test, like Fallbrook and Highlands, but
there’s still no guarantee.
"You truly never know your radon levels until you get a test," he said. "You can have three houses in
a row. The two on the ends could fail and the one in the middle can pass. That's just the way it works
sometimes."
However, there's no way to tell exactly how a person developed lung cancer, whether that be from
smoking, radon or another cause, according to Dr. Steven Dunder, an oncologist at Cancer Partners
of Nebraska.
"There's no way to tell for sure, but it certainly seems anecdotally like we're seeing more and more
patients that have never smoked and haven't been around secondhand smoke that are coming
down with lung cancer," he said.
While researchers still have a long way to go, Dunder said the future is bright. However, more
awareness for lung cancer could potentially lead to higher screening rates, more knowledge on risk
factors and less stigma surrounding the disease, he said.
“Breast cancer advocacy groups have done an awesome job with lots of pink ribbons, breast cancer
month and have increased women getting mammograms,” he said. “It's time for lung cancer and
pancreatic cancer to not be the hidden stepchildren anymore. Nobody should be shunned because
they got lung cancer. It's not just a disease of smokers and nobody deserves it.”
By Jenna Ebbers
 


OWH Editorial: Active-shooter drill at Omaha nonprofit was cruel to workers
 
It’s a sad reality these days that no workplace, school or other location is entirely safe from a mass
shooting.
So it was certainly reasonable that officials with Catholic Charities in Omaha considered having some
sort of simulated exercise to prepare workers for the unthinkable.







But the gap between a reasonable idea and the insane way it played out in May couldn’t have been
wider.
As World-Herald staff writers Kevin Cole and Todd Cooper revealed last week, the “drill” involved
Catholic Charities hiring a pretend gunman who stormed the building while wearing a dark hoodie
and a mask, firing blank rounds from a semiautomatic handgun. The pretend shooter had arranged
to pose pretend victims on the ground outside, apparently streaked in blood, to amp up the fear
factor.
All this without telling employees at the nonprofit organization that it was a drill. Some fled in terror
or tried frantically to hide from the active shooter, thinking they had only seconds to live. Authorities
who responded didn’t know it wasn’t real either.
It doesn’t take much imagination to picture how that drill could have ended in tragedy, with
innocent people shot or at least hurt in the confusion. Fortunately, that didn’t happen. Still, some
Catholic Charities employees were so shaken up that they haven’t been back to work since the
incident.
“Bad, bad idea,” Douglas County Attorney Don Kleine said last week, in a massive understatement.
“Thankfully, nobody else got hurt more serious than the mental damage these individuals suffered.”
The pretend gunman, John Channels, 27, of Omaha, now is in jail and faces five charges of terroristic
threats and one charge of weapon use. He deserves his day in court to determine if he broke the
law.
And time will help sort out the differing stories about whose idea it was to keep employees in the
dark. Channels, through his lawyer, says the nonprofit wanted it that way. Catholic Charities says he
was the one who wanted to make the drill as “lifelike” as possible by not telling employees in
advance.
At any rate, it’s clear that the entire scheme was poorly conceived. Learning what to do in an active-
shooter situation would be helpful information. Later practicing those responses — as countless
schoolchildren and employees have done with regular fire (and active shooter) drills — could save
someone’s life.
But concocting a staged scene that made workers think that they were about to die taught them
nothing, except that their employer had no qualms about traumatizing them. The plan was callous
and needlessly cruel.
It should go without saying, but this is a drill that shouldn’t be repeated.
 


OWH Column: Malcolm X is the best example of a Nebraska Hall of Fame inductee
 
Malcolm X, the Omaha-born civil rights activist whose fiery oratory helped deliver a message of self-
sufficiency and independence for Black people, survived the first round of cuts to remain in the
running for the Nebraska Hall of Fame.
On Aug. 12, the Nebraska Hall of Fame Commission reduced the latest list of nominees from eight to
three. On Sept. 12, they do the final vote. Right now, Malcolm X is in second behind Louise Pound,
an innovative scholar and athlete. The other candidate is Howard Hanson, a Pulitzer Prize-winning
composer and musician. Both are White.
As Nebraskans, we all think we know at least a piece of Malcolm X’s story, right? Well, let’s look at
what we know about one of the most pivotal figures in civil rights history and why he deserves the
honor of being the first Black person inducted into the Nebraska Hall of Fame.
Malcolm X was born 97 years ago in 1925. He spent his first 18 months of life here in Omaha. He and
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his family might have stayed longer had they not been targeted and terrorized in their family home
by the Ku Klux Klan. At the time, the KKK was a statewide organization with more than 40,000
members active throughout Nebraska, including Omaha and many other communities. Additionally,
Omaha had experienced some of the worst racially motivated riots in 1919 that resulted in the
vigilante beating, hanging and burning of Will Brown. During those riots, the mayor, who was White,
was beaten and almost died while trying to stop the violence.
Since being kidnapped and brought to this country in chains more than 400 years ago, Black people
have understood that there are places — states, cities, towns and neighborhoods — that they can’t
go to or remain in because a racist mentality could cost them their lives.
In his autobiography, Malcolm X described the racial terrorism his family experienced even before he
was born.
Chapter one of “The Autobiography of Malcolm X” begins with this sentence: “When my mother was
pregnant with me, she told me later, a party of hooded Ku Klux Klan riders galloped up to our home
in Omaha, Nebraska, one night.”
Imagine you and your family having to flee from a place in order to continue living. Regardless of
your age, that place and that experience would have an impactful influence on your life — for the
rest of your life.
Under state law, to be included in the Hall of Fame, people must have been born in
Nebraska or gained prominence while living in Nebraska or have lived in the state and their
residence in the state be an important influence on their lives that contributed to their greatness.
A candidate need only meet one of these criteria to be included.
Malcolm X meets at least two of those requirements. He was born in Nebraska and the very reason
he didn’t stay here for long became an important factor in his life.
In his short lifetime, Malcolm X evolved as a man and as a civil rights leader. He went from criminal
to thinker, from convict to advocate of human rights.
When Malcolm X was assassinated by a gunman 57 years ago, many viewed him as a troublemaker,
a Marxist and a purveyor of violence. Yet in 1998, Time magazine declared his autobiography one of
the top 10 groundbreaking books of the 20th century.
The autobiography gives his fascinating perspective on the inherent racism in a society that denies
its non-White citizens the opportunity to live the American dream. It gives extraordinary insight into
the most urgent issues of our own time.
Does everyone agree with his views? Of course not.
But that could be said of J. Sterling Morton, for example. He’s already in the Nebraska and
Agriculture Halls of Fame. Like Malcolm X, he was an author. He was the “author of Arbor Day” as
the inscription reads beneath the monumental bronze statue that honors him in Nebraska City. He
was the author of one of the earliest newspapers in the Territory of Nebraska and the author of
many of the territory’s first laws. He was also the author of the “Illustrated History of Nebraska.”
These compilations by Morton were disgusting revisionist history that wiped the abolitionist
Republicans from the story of the state and displayed his hatred for people who weren’t White.
He wanted Nebraska to be a slave state, and in his book, he proudly documented one of the
resolutions he authored for the territory’s 1864 Democratic platform:
“Resolved, That negroes are neither by nature nor by education, entitled to political nor social
equality with the white race, that we are opposed to permitting them to hold office in the territory
themselves or to vote for others for office; that we are bitterly hostile to the project of amending
the Organic Act (the proposed statehood law) so as to permit them to vote.”







Morton began this final work in the late 1890s, and it was published shortly after his death in 1902.
I’m sure his racist beliefs and writings, which do not resonate worldwide or even in Nebraska, are
not the reason he is in the Hall of Fame. They were too controversial. The focus is more on him being
the U.S. secretary of agriculture and founder of Arbor Day.
This is the fourth attempt to put one of Omaha’s most famous native sons into the Hall of Fame.
Not only did Malcolm the man evolve, his Omaha birthsite has evolved as well. Once an overgrown
lot, the site is now on the National Register of Historic Places.
The site sits on 17 acres in the heart of North Omaha. It features peaceful gardens, a greenhouse
and visitors center and serves as a memorial for the birthplace of Malcolm X. Last year, it was one of
the 70 stops recognized in the state’s tourism passport program.
But the importance of Malcolm X for Nebraska goes far beyond tourism. He deserves to be in the
state’s Hall of Fame because of his vision and legacy.
As he once said: “In fact, once he is motivated no one can change more completely than the man
who has been at the bottom. I call myself the best example of that.”
Read his words and speeches. His life stands as the definitive statement of a movement and a man
whose work was never completed but whose message is timeless.
Nebraska is integrally tied to Malcolm X’s history. To leave him out of the Hall of Fame says more
about us as a state than it does about one of the most influential civil rights leaders in the world.
Sheritha Jones is the chief librarian for the Omaha World-Herald.
 


LJS Editorial, 8/28: A really big deal for fans, Nebraska
 
Big money -- really big money -- will be coming to Nebraska Athletics in a few years. As in
somewhere in the neighborhood of $100 million a year, starting in 2025.
That’s the estimated distribution per school distribution from the Big Ten conference’s new media
rights deal announced recently.
The record-setting agreement with Fox, CBS and NBC, which goes into effect next year and will take
a couple years to reach the full payout to the soon-to-be 16 member schools, will, over its seven
years pay out $7 billion to $8 billion to the conference.
In fairness, a percentage of that newly realized revenue – as much as $40 million more than the
schools are now receiving, should be shared with the “student athletes,” a proposal Big Ten
Commissioner Kevin Warren said is being discussed.
There are, of course, concerns that the schools directly paying athletes would make them
employees. But the distribution, which should extend in some form across all sports, men’s and
women’s, could be done either through the conference or by “supersizing” scholarships.
With the Aug. 18 announcement of the media rights deal and the moves of USC an UCLA to the Big
Ten and Texas and Oklahoma to the Southeastern Conference set to take place over the next couple
years, Nebraska and its fans should be thankful that, 12 years ago, then Chancellor Harvey Perlman
guided the Big Red out of the Big 12.
Suffice it to say that, even though the Huskers have struggled to be consistently competitive in the
Big Ten in football and men’s basketball, remaining or moving back to the Big 12, as some have
suggested, would have left Nebraska out in the Arctic cold with former Big 8 brethren Kansas, Kansas
State, Iowa State, Oklahoma State and Colorado.
The financial windfall and the creation of two “superconferences” that will change the nature of
college athletics, especially football, have generated most of the late summer discussion among







media, administrators and fans.
But the biggest impact of the media rights deal that Husker fans will experience on Saturdays
starting next fall is the severing of the conference’s, and thereby Nebraska’s, relationship with ABC
and ESPN.
The Big Ten has been on ESPN for 40, which is nothing compared to Nebraska, which has been an
ABC staple since the network broadcast first- year coach Bob Devaney and the Huskers’ 36-34 win
over Miami in the Gotham Bowl in Yankee Stadium in 1962.
Decades of classic games have followed on the network and on ESPN, including, of course, the 1971
Game of the Century against Oklahoma. In fact, Nebraska developed such a close relationship with
ABC and its play-by-play legend that the bathroom in the television portion of the Memorial Stadium
press boxes is named “The Keith Jackson Toilet Facility.”
While breaking ESPN’s stranglehold on college football will, in the long run, benefit the sport,
Nebraskans and the Huskers' nationwide legion of fans will have to learn to tune into NBC and CBS,
where the Huskers have rarely appeared and get NBC’s streaming service, Peacock, as well as
watching even more Fox and BTN to see the Big Red in action.
That will definitely be different. But it’s a change that will literally payoff for Nebraska, and its fans,
thanks to the unprecedented media rights deal.
 


Cedar Rapids Gazette: Iowa gun rights amendment: What a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ vote could
change
 
DES MOINES, Iowa — Iowa voters in November will be asked to add language to the Iowa
Constitution that states it is a “fundamental individual right” to keep and bear arms, and that any
restraint on that right is invalid unless it meets the demands of “strict scrutiny.”
A new coalition of gun safety advocates said the pro-gun amendment would prohibit safety
measures that Iowans support, such as firearm safety training, universal background checks and a
requirement for a license to carry a gun in public.
Republicans have argued for the measure for years, saying Iowa is one of only six states without
protections in its constitution for the right to keep and bear arms.
Democrats and gun-safety advocates say Republicans are misleading Iowans when they say the
amendment is equivalent to the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The "strict scrutiny"
language, they say, could lead to courts overturning gun restrictions already on the books.
“Inserting gun rights with strict scrutiny into the (Iowa) Constitution would tip the balance of power,
elevating access to guns above public health and safety,” said Connie Ryan, executive director of Des
Moines-based Interfaith Alliance of Iowa and a member of the Iowans for Responsible Gun Laws
coalition. “This is unacceptable and, quite frankly, it is dangerous.”
The Iowa Firearms Coalition, a gun-rights advocacy group, said in a statement that, “U.S. courts have
long recognized that the right to keep and bear arms is a fundamental right that preexisted the
Constitution and which is protected — not granted — by the Second Amendment. Although it is the
ultimate guarantor of our other rights, Iowa is one of only six states that do not protect that vital
right in their constitutions.”
Iowa constitutional law professors say the amendment dictates the level of judicial review Iowa
courts must apply when considering whether gun restrictions in the state are permissible.
“Regardless of what your positions are on guns, normally, the courts are the ones usually that decide
the level of (judicial) scrutiny,” said Mark Kende,  director of Drake University’s Constitutional Law







Center. “Even the U.S. Constitution doesn’t have levels of scrutiny in it.”
Kende said the ballot creates other problems.
“Do we want the Legislature telling the courts how to do things?” Kende asked. He said he was not
advocating a position on the amendment or how Iowans should vote.
"It’s the Legislature becoming more interventionist with what the court does in more specific ways
that some people would argue creates separation of powers problems."
Rep. Steven Holt, R-Denison, who sponsored the gun amendment in the Iowa House, said it serves
“as an important firewall” to protect Iowans’ “fundamental right to keep and bear arms” and to
protect themselves.
Holt also called the argument "utterly ridiculous" that the amendment would lead to courts
overturning gun restrictions already on the books — including background checks and prohibitions
on felons owning firearms.
“It’s a compelling government interest narrowly tailored,” Holt said. “We don’t want felons to have
firearms. We don’t want violent people to have firearms.
“Reasonable firearm laws on the books are not going to be impacted and federal requirements for
background checks aren’t going to be impacted.”
Some Iowa legal experts say the issue is not so clear.
Strict scrutiny
“Strict scrutiny” is the highest legal hurdle for legislation to clear. It would require any restrictions on
gun rights to be narrowly tailored to achieve a compelling government interest, such as public
safety, Drake University’s Kende said.
“Most attempts to regulate guns are going to be struck down by the courts because strict scrutiny
means exactly what it says,” he said. “The court very much want to see precision in the law, and if
they see any imprecision or think the law goes too far or doesn’t accomplish what it’s supposed to,
they’ll strike it down.”
The Iowa Firearms Coalition states on its website that “strict scrutiny” is “a near-impossible test for
an infringement on a fundamental right.”
What the amendment does
Kende and University of Iowa law professor Todd Pettys, who has written on gun-rights issues, said
the proposed amendment would establish a much narrower legal framework for passing new gun
restrictions in Iowa — one more stringent than that at the federal level.
Until just recently, federal courts first asked whether a challenged law placed a burden on gun rights
protected by the Second Amendment. If so, the courts examined a challenged law with different
levels of scrutiny, depending on how burdensome the requirement was and how important the
protected right, Pettys said.
Most often, they applied a test called “intermediate scrutiny,” Pettys said. It asks whether the
government asserted an important interest in the regulation — in this case, public safety — and
whether the regulation actually advanced that interest.
Courts often decided that question by judging the empirical evidence a state put forward, such as
evidence that a law designed to reduce shooting deaths actually did so.
The legal landscape, though, shifted after a June U.S. Supreme Court decision. In New York State
Rifle and Pistol Association v. Bruen, the court overturned a New York gun safety law requiring a
license to carry a gun outside the home and to "demonstrate a special need for self-protection“ in
public places.
It is the first major Second Amendment decision from the Supreme Court since its 2008 decision in







District of Columbia v. Heller, which protected the right to have a handgun for self-defense in the
home.
It marked the first time the Supreme Court affirmed an individual right — as opposed to a collective
right — to gun ownership that was separate from the "militia clause" in the Second Amendment,
Pettys said.
Writing for the majority in that 5-4 Heller decision, Justice Antonin Scalia, now deceased, said the
Second Amendment "protects an individual right to possess a firearm unconnected with service in a
militia, and to use that arm for traditionally lawful purposes, such as self-defense within the home."
Scalia's opinion opened the door to eliminating some public carry regulations and bans, but it did not
immediately strike down many long-standing prohibitions on firearms. Most challenges to gun
regulations since the Heller decision failed, Pettys said — hence a push by the National Rifle
Association urging states to pass “strict scrutiny” amendments.
Defending the handgun licensing law, New York argued that the right to carry a weapon for self-
defense outside the home was not absolute.
The Supreme Court, though, held the New York law stretched the bounds of Heller because it gave
too much discretion to state officials. The majority opinion said the law violated the 14th
Amendment by "preventing law-abiding citizens with ordinary self-defense needs from exercising
their Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms in public."
The court’s six conservative justices said New York’s proper cause requirement was inconsistent with
the nation’s historical tradition of firearm regulation, and that historical precedent was needed to
justify a modern law.
The decision, though, does not undo objective licensing requirements that exist in many states, such
as fingerprinting, background checks and firearms training. It also does not repeal existing state and
federal prohibitions regarding who is qualified to possess a firearm, according to national legal
experts.
Justices also said gun regulations banning weapons in sensitive places such as schools and
government buildings were permissible.
Iowa’s proposed amendment, however, would be even more protective of gun rights, Pettys and
Kende said.
“Even Justice Scalia — who certainly was a supporter of gun rights — said there were permissible
restrictions, but it’s not 100 percent clear that some of them would survive under explicit strict
scrutiny in Iowa.”
'Common sense' gun laws
The Iowa Firearms Coalition contends “strict scrutiny” is the appropriate test for fundamental rights,
such as those granted under the First and Second Amendments.
“There is (a) significant political element that wishes to either reinterpret the contemporary
understanding of the meaning of the Second Amendment through overturning Supreme Court
precedent — by packing the court if necessary — or by amending or repealing the amendment
itself,” the coalition said in a statement.
“If such were to occur, the presence of the Freedom Amendment” — what the Iowa Firearms
Coalition is calling the ballot amendment — “in Iowa's Constitution would preserve strong
protection of those rights at the state level.”
But Kende said that for Iowans who support gun rights — but do not feel those rights are absolute
and support what they see as sensible gun laws — “they’re in trouble because they will not get
reasonable limitations upheld as frequently under this (amendment), if at all."







He said a “person’s belief in reasonable gun restrictions will be nullified if they vote for this particular
(amendment) under strict scrutiny.”
“But their belief in gun (rights) — to the extent they have one — and being able to have guns
without restrictions, relatively, that would be upheld,” Kende said. “If they do have a strong belief in
‘common-sense gun laws,’ then those laws would all be in jeopardy.”
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AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Aug 2022 6.92 99.00 08:12
Corn Oct 2022 5.63 -35.00 08:14
Milo Aug 2022 5.68 -25.00 08:12
Milo Oct 2022 5.28 -70.00 08:14
Soybeans Aug 2022 13.99 15.00 08:15
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.14 -70.00 08:15
Wheat Aug 2022 7.65 -75.00 08:01
Wheat Jul 2023 7.46 -100.00 08:14


 
TV and Radio
KETV: Gov. Ricketts orders flags to half-staff honoring late Indiana congresswoman
KETV: Nebraska gas stations selling ethanol are now able to apply for tax credit
KPTM: Local group sees Kansas vote as 'victory,' calls for abortion advocates to stay engaged
KLKN: Nebraska Speaker now pursuing a 12-week abortion ban, according to Sen. Hunt
NPM: Fight Continues over Initiative Signature Requirement (no video)
 
Governor
LJS: Tax credits available for Nebraska retailers that sell fuel with higher ethanol blends
OWH: Nebraska abortion-rights advocates say Kansas vote hints at rising support
LJS: Kleeb says Kansas abortion vote reverberates in Nebraska
Washington Examiner: Midterm Memo: Republicans concerned Kansas anti-abortion ballot measure
loss a bad sign for fall
 
Agency
OWH: COVID relief grants gave $98 million of support to Nebraska child care providers
 
Coronavirus
LJS: UNL to offer voluntary, free COVID testing for fall semester
GII: Grand Island Public releases 2022-23 masking guidance
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Western Nebraska wildfire about 85% contained
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Opinion
OWH Midlands Voices: Pathways to Decarbonization could harm Nebraska economy
OWH Public Pulse


1. Common sense solutions
2. College history
3. Photo I.D.
4. Backyard chickens proposal
5. MUD rates
6. Mill levee


LJS Editorial, 8/4, Funding of StarTran should come from those who use it
LJS Letters


1. Wealthy Christians can step up
2. Not hard to see when life starts


 
National/Federal
AP: EPA: Chemical in medical-device cleanser poses cancer risk
AP: Biden signs executive order to protect travel for abortion
 


LJS: Tax credits available for Nebraska retailers that sell fuel
with higher ethanol blends


 
Fuel retailers that sell higher ethanol blends can now apply for tax credits.
The Nebraska Department of Revenue started taking applications for the credits on Monday, which
are available to retailers that sell fuel with more than 10% ethanol.
The credits were made possible through the passage earlier this year of LB1261. Gov. Pete Ricketts
signed the bill into law this spring after it was passed unanimously by the Legislature.
Currently, 124 stations in Nebraska sell E85 gasoline, which contains anywhere from 51% to 83%
ethanol, while 112 sell E15, which contains 15% ethanol.
Only flex-fuel vehicles can use E85, but any passenger vehicle produced in 2001 or later can use E15.
“At the retail level, very simply put, E15 is better fuel and it costs less,” Randy Gard, chief operating
officer of Bosselman Enterprises and secretary of the Nebraska Ethanol Board, said in a news
release. “We are excited about the passage of LB1261e and what it can do for our customers. If you
are a retailer, there is now nothing standing in your way today to make the transition from E10, the
standard fuel most people use today, to joining this mass conversion to E15.”
For more information or to apply for the tax credit, go to ethanol.nebraska.gov/resources/nebraska-
higher-blend-tax-credit-act.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Nebraska abortion-rights advocates say Kansas vote
hints at rising support
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LINCOLN — Abortion-rights advocates in Nebraska said Kansas voters’ decision to uphold abortion
protections “sends a clear message” of where the public stands on the issue, while abortion
opponents cautioned against reading too much into the results and vowed to continue fighting for
additional restrictions.
On Tuesday, Kansas voters overwhelmingly rejected a measure that would have added language to
the state’s constitution stating that it does not grant a right to an abortion, thereby allowing state
lawmakers to regulate abortion as they see fit. It was a major victory for abortion-rights advocates
following weeks in which many states in the South and Midwest largely banned abortion following
the U.S. Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade.
State Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, a Democrat who has opposed abortion restrictions, said he
wasn’t surprised by the news, claiming that abortion rights have support from voters regardless of
political affiliation. What did surprise him was the “landslide” result, in which votes against the
proposal prevailed by roughly 20 percentage points, according to unofficial results.
Scout Richters with ACLU of Nebraska said the outcome in Kansas resembles Nebraskans’ opinion on
the issue. A recent ACLU poll found that 55% of Nebraskans were against an abortion ban.
Morfeld said abortion rights have always had support across political lines, despite repeated claims
from conservative lawmakers that Nebraska is “a pro-life state.”
Anti-abortion advocates disagreed. Nate Grasz, policy director for the Nebraska Family Alliance, said
the level of support largely depends on how the question is framed. He said the majority of voters
don’t support extreme options like late-term abortions.
Currently in Nebraska, abortions are legal up until 20 weeks after fertilization.
Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston said the Nebraska Legislature’s count of lawmakers who support
abortion restrictions is proof that a majority of voters are also against abortion access. She said she
consistently hears affirmation of that from her constituents.
“In my arena, I hear it loud and clear,” Albrecht said.
Earlier this year, Nebraska lawmakers attempted to pass a trigger bill that would have banned
abortion in the event Roe v. Wade was overturned. The bill failed to get the 33 votes necessary to
end a filibuster against it.
In the wake of the Supreme Court’s abortion ruling in June, Gov. Pete Ricketts said he would work
with Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers to determine what policies could pass in the Legislature
during a potential special session. Ricketts, who has voiced support for a ban on abortion, hasn’t
made any announcements regarding a special session and has refrained from commenting on the
topic.
Even if a special session isn’t called, abortion restrictions will likely be proposed in the next regular
session.
Albrecht, who introduced the trigger bill, said that bill is “completely off the table.” She said she is
not writing the legislation that could be proposed in a special session, but believes it will be a less
extreme version of her previous bill — one that proposes abortion restrictions, rather than a
complete ban.
Richters said the Kansas vote could be an indication that voters in largely conservative states are
shifting their support to candidates and causes that support abortion rights. Tuesday’s election was
the first test of voters’ feelings about abortion since Roe v. Wade was overturned.
The high court ruling likely motivated many voters in Kansas to “vote like their rights depend on it,”
Richters said.
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“Now, more than ever, they really do,” she said.
Grasz said the Kansas vote reflects the magnitude of the fight for and against abortion rights, but he
doesn’t believe it is an indicator of what’s to come in the November midterm elections. He said
Tuesday’s vote was mostly fueled by “panic” in the aftermath of Roe being overturned, and that
abortion-rights groups funneled millions of dollars into spreading “fear and false information.”
Sandy Danek, executive director of Nebraska Right to Life, said she believed rhetoric from abortion-
rights groups “confused the voters” into thinking the initiative would have banned abortions and
other health care procedures, rather than amend the state’s constitution.
The need to amend the constitution stemmed from a 2019 Kansas Supreme Court decision that
declared access to abortion as a “fundamental” right under the state’s Bill of Rights. Abortion
opponents in Kansas wouldn’t say what legislation they’d pursue if the amendment passed and
bristled when opponents predicted it would lead to a ban.
Danek said leading up to the midterms, anti-abortion groups must put more effort into educating
voters about abortion-restricting policies and alternatives to abortion. She said the nearly 50 years
since the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling created a “culture” that normalized abortion for many of today’s
voters, and supporters of abortion bans must work to change that culture.
By Erin Bamer
 


LJS: Kleeb says Kansas abortion vote reverberates in
Nebraska


 
Democratic State Chair Jane Kleeb of Hastings said Wednesday she believes the voters of Kansas
sent a clear message on Tuesday to candidates and political parties to protect abortion rights and
that the outcome has impacted the election battleground in Nebraska.
"The message is loud and clear to the national (Democratic) party and to national donors that red
states (like Nebraska) are worth investing in," Kleeb said during a telephone interview.
And in Nebraska the Democratic nominees for two House seats and for the governorship are state
senators who voted to protect abortion rights during the closing days of the 2022 legislative session,
she noted.
"People are waking up today shocked by the 60-40 vote in Kansas," Kleeb said, "but I'm confident a
similar vote in Nebraska would have the same results."
"Patty's race was the first indicator to Democrats that this issue has the potential to overwhelm
predictions of a big red wave" that would favor Republican candidates across most of the nation this
election year, she added.
Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln lost a special election in June to Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk, the
Republican nominee, by a narrow 6,234 votes in a race for the 1st District House seat that has not
been won by a Democrat in 58 years.
They will meet again in the November general election when voters will determine who represents
the eastern Nebraska congressional district for the following two years. 
Abortion rights are "a major motivating factor" particularly for women and young voters, Kleeb said.
Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha, who is challenging Republican Rep. Don Bacon in metropolitan Omaha's
competitive 2nd District, has been "very clear" in his support for abortion rights, Kleeb said.







Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, the Democratic gubernatorial nominee, joined Pansing Brooks and
Vargas in voting during the closing days of the 2022 Legislature against a motion that would have
ended a filibuster blocking a bill that would have banned abortions in Nebraska once the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned abortion rights that had been guaranteed in its 1973 Roe v. Wade
decision.
Since then, opponents of abortion rights in Nebraska have been unable to secure sufficient support
to call a special session of the Legislature to act on abortion before Gov. Pete Ricketts completes his
second and final term.
Kleeb said she has additional reasons to feel optimistic "when the Republican Party is eating its own"
in Nebraska, pointing to the change in GOP state party leadership that wrested control away from
traditional Republican leaders during a state party convention in Kearney.
"The reality is the extreme took over the leadership and infrastructure of the party," she said.
The ongoing challenge for her party in being able to win statewide races in Nebraska once again is to
reduce the overwhelming 80%-20% Republican advantage in rural counties to 70%-30%, "or ideally
60-40," Kleeb said. 
That means showing respect and support for rural concerns, she said. 
Nebraskans have not elected a Democratic governor since Ben Nelson was re-elected in 1994 or a
Democratic U.S. senator since Nelson was re-elected in 2006.
Looking ahead, Kleeb said President Joe Biden should make his own decision about whether to seek
a second term in 2024.
"If he decides to run, we are in full support," she said.
If not, Kleeb said, she sees Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota, Sen. Cory Booker of New Jersey and
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg as top contenders along with Vice President Kamala Harris. 
By Don Walton
 


Washington Examiner: Midterm Memo: Republicans
concerned Kansas anti-abortion ballot measure loss a bad
sign for fall


 
What’s the matter with Kansas?
You might recall the 2004 book by journalist Thomas Frank. It made waves for exploring why voters
in the heartland were rejecting liberal policies ostensibly beneficial to them and their families — and
increasingly voting Republican for local, state, and especially federal office. Over time, GOP victories
in states like Kansas became, with occasional exceptions, a sure thing, leaving Democrats to scratch
their heads and wonder what they were doing wrong.
But 18 years later, it might be Republicans asking that titular question.
On Tuesday, voters in this culturally conservative red state, which chose then-President Donald
Trump over now-President Joe Biden 56.2% to 41.5% in 2020, rejected a ballot initiative to remove
abortion rights protections from the state constitution. It wasn’t even close, with votes against
Constitutional Amendment 2 defeating those in favor 59% to 41%. This, on a primary election day, in
an election cycle in which Republicans are riding a growing electoral wave and whose base is more
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enthusiastic about showing up and pulling the lever than are grassroots Democrats.
“This is a [expletive] earthquake,” a Republican operative with Kansas ties told me, requesting
anonymity to speak candidly. “This was put on [the] primary ballot to ensure victory.” This
Republican insider worries that the battle over abortion has awakened apathetic Democratic voters
poised to sit on their hands this fall because they are disappointed with Biden's and their party’s
leadership on Capitol Hill.
“The size of the defeat is what’s shocking here,” this operative continued, fretting that the outcome
suggests Amanda Adkins, the Republican challenging Rep. Sharice Davids (D) in the newly configured
3rd Congressional District, a suburban Kansas City swing seat, could face a much tougher race than
initially anticipated. “She could be [a] casualty of this,” this individual said. “I wouldn’t put [a] dime
on her race right now.”
Democrats heralded the results as fresh evidence that a Republican takeover of Congress on Nov. 8
is far from guaranteed despite the thin five-seat majority they are defending in the House and
Senate control that rests on 50 seats and Vice President Kamala Harris’s tiebreaking vote. Why were
they so heartened by the results, other than the win? Helen Kalla, a spokeswoman for the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, highlighted the following statistics:


Of the 19 counties that voted no on the abortion amendment, Biden won five. Trump won the
other 14. 
Nearly 7 in 10 voters in the 3rd District opposed the Republicans’ push to “rip away a
woman’s right to abortion.”
In a state Trump won by 15 percentage points, nearly 6 in 10 voters “sent Republicans a clear
message: The American people reject your attack on women’s freedom.”


Democrats also feel warm and fuzzy about this stat:
Biden won just five Kansas counties in 2020. But Tuesday, Amendment 2 fell in 19 counties while
outperforming the president’s 41.5% from 2020 by 17.5 points. This happened partly because voter
registration among women increased in the aftermath of the Supreme Court’s June 27 ruling
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization that overturned Roe v. Wade. But it also was a
function of turnout. Voters motivated by the loss of federal protections for abortion rights showed
up when they otherwise might not have.
If Democrats can bottle that and sell it this fall, they might stem midterm losses. Don’t bet it, Kansas
Republicans assured me. They argue the peculiarities of the Amendment 2 campaign always made
the initiative a tough sell from the get-go. How so? For one, it was difficult to understand, and voters
tend to reject confusing ballot initiatives regardless of their position on the underlying issue being
addressed. Plus, a sizable percentage of voters walked into the booth, voted down Amendment 2,
and walked out, meaning zero coattails for Democratic candidates.
“There was no enthusiasm on the pro-life side,” said Matt Schlapp, chairman of the American
Conservative Union and a Wichita native. He said Amendment 2 was too benign. Had the initiative
been an aggressive anti-abortion bill that outlawed the procedure once a fetal heartbeat is detected,
Schlapp said, it might have won. He said a future campaign is likely to succeed as Kansas voters
grapple with their state affirming abortion rights and attracting people from states with stringent
restrictions other than to save the mother’s life.
But one veteran Republican strategist in Kansas I spoke to offered his party a cautionary tale and
Democrats a glimmer of hope — if not for this year, at least for the 2024 presidential contest — but
first, some important context.
In a recent conversation I had with a national Republican pollster, he told me focus groups and
survey data on abortion have convinced him the GOP can be competitive on the issue. But, this
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pollster emphasized, that’s only in instances in which Republicans support “reasonable” restrictions,
such as banning late-term abortions, while making allowances for rape and incest. Multiple red
states that have banned abortion post-Dobbs have declined to approve such carveouts, making
exceptions only for the life of the mother.
In a presidential contest in which Supreme Court nominations are salient, and after a time of (likely)
Republican governance in at least one chamber of Congress plus the realities of life in the United
States with strict abortion bans driven by the GOP in red states, the issue could boost Democrats in
key battlegrounds, which gets me back to the veteran Republican strategist in Kansas. When I asked
this operative why Amendment 2 tanked so badly (proponents expected it to lose, just not by 16
points), this is what he said:
“Kansans are basically pro-life with exceptions, and the no side sufficiently convinced Kansans,
probably correctly, that this amendment would lead to a total abortion ban. With Roe in place, there
was always that backstop, so the pro-life movement was just pushing for restrictions like a partial-
birth abortion ban, no taxpayer funding, no late-term [abortions], parental consent — all stuff
Kansans largely support.”
Now, to the field…
Michigan’s 10th Congressional District. John James is hoping the third time’s the charm. The
Republican won the GOP nomination in Michigan’s newly drawn 10th District on Tuesday, marking
the third consecutive election cycle he is running for federal office.
But unlike 2018 and 2020, when James mounted underdog bids for Senate, this time, he is running
for a House seat for which his odds of victory are considerably better. Not only is James seeking
office in an election cycle with the political winds definitively at his back, a first for him, but he is also
campaigning in a seat configured to elect Republicans.
That should give James, a businessman and military combat veteran, the advantages he needs to
defeat Democrat Carl Marlinga and help Republicans add to their growing ranks of black lawmakers
in Congress.
Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court this week upheld universal mail-in voting. The ruling
is sure to upset Trump, who claims this voting method enabled Biden to “steal” the election from
him in 2020.
At the very least, Trump supporters argue, universal mail-in voting in Pennsylvania is plainly
prohibited by the state constitution, making Biden’s victory there in 2020, which relied heavily on
mail-in voting, a form of “legal” theft. But the high court in Pennsylvania ruled that while the
commonwealth's constitution does detail the specific instances in which mail-in voting is to be
allowed, there was nothing unconstitutional about the decision made by the GOP-controlled
legislature and Gov. Tom Wolf (D) in 2019 to approve legislation creating universal, no-excuses mail-
in voting.
The law, Act 77, was not controversial at the time. Only later, in the middle of the coronavirus
pandemic, when Trump began complaining Biden would use mail-in voting to steal the election from
him, did Republicans, including those who approved the Pennsylvania law, turn on mail-in voting.
2024 watch. South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem (R) is headed to Nevada for the seventh annual “Basque
Fry.” The Silver State votes fourth on the Republican presidential nominating calendar, and over the
years, the midsummer Basque Fry in rural northern Nevada has become a must-stop for aspiring
GOP presidential contenders.
To wit, the roster of speakers for the Aug. 13 event includes Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) and Nebraska Gov.
Pete Ricketts (R). Noem, who is out with a new book, Not My First Rodeo: Lessons from the
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Heartland, regularly insists she is not interested in running for president in 2024, saying she plans to
endorse Trump if he runs. Noem is running for reelection this fall, so that’s what she might be
expected to say.
But the governor’s national travel to such events as the Basque Fry, plus digital advertising she is
running in key early primary states Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina, tell a different story.
The Basque Fry, founded by Republican Senate nominee Adam Laxalt, is now run independently of
him by supportive political operatives.
By David M. Drucker
 


OWH: COVID relief grants gave $98 million of support to
Nebraska child care providers


 
LINCOLN — Federal pandemic relief funds delivered Nebraska child care providers a $98 million
lifeline over the past nine months, according to state officials.
Reports from the Department of Health and Human Services show that 2,269 providers — or 80% of
all licensed child care centers, family child care homes and preschools — have gotten help through
the Child Care Stabilization Grant program since October.
Stephanie Beasley, children and family services director for HHS, said the money has been critical in
supporting a key part of the state’s economy and in keeping quality child care available for children
and working parents.
“The successful grant cycles impacted the statewide provider network and brought stability and
reliability to a vital industry in Nebraska,” she said. “The (grants) also ensure Nebraska families have
access to quality child care options and the child care workforce is rewarded for the important work
they do each day for the benefit of Nebraska children.”
State officials established the grant program with Nebraska’s share of some $24 billion in federal
child care relief dollars provided through the American Rescue Plan Act.
Nebraska’s portion amounted to $140 million. State officials awarded a total of $104 million in two
rounds of grants, with the bulk of the money already disbursed. The last $6 million is set to be
disbursed to second-round recipients in September.
An agency spokesman said HHS officials are working on plans to distribute the remaining $36 million
and will be making an announcement when they are final.
Susan Sarver, director of workforce planning and development with the Buffett Early Childhood
Institute at the University of Nebraska, said the stabilization grants “really helped” providers keep
their doors open and called the 80% response rate “pretty tremendous.”
Grants were awarded in every county with at least one licensed child care provider. Twelve Nebraska
counties have no licensed facilities.
Sarver said the stabilization grants were in addition to money provided through the federal Paycheck
Protection Program, an earlier COVID relief program.
Surveys done by the Buffett Institute found that most providers used COVID funds to pay rent and
utilities, followed by purchasing personal protective equipment and sanitation supplies, buying
general goods and services for their business, improving their facilities and boosting wages and
benefits.
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However, the surveys also showed that Nebraska child care providers continue to struggle, Sarver
said. The most recent survey found that two-thirds of providers made less money in the past year,
staff turnover was widespread and nine in 10 providers employing staff had difficulty hiring for open
positions.
“There is still a lot of stress and pressure on the system,” she said.
Nationally, the pandemic exacerbated the shortage of reliable and affordable child care, which in
turn has restricted the growth of the broader economy. The shortage forced many people — mostly
women — to leave the workforce and contributed to a deepening labor shortage.
A shortage of child care options creates particular problems in Nebraska. Pre-pandemic figures
showed that more than 76% of Nebraska children under age 6 lived in homes where all adults
worked, higher than the national average of 68%.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: UNL to offer voluntary, free COVID testing for fall
semester


 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln won't require students, faculty and staff to test negative for the
coronavirus before they return to campus for the 2022-23 school year.
Nor will the state's largest university campus require masking when the semester starts Aug. 22.
UNL will largely continue the voluntary testing protocol that was in place at the end of last school
year and through the summer, the university announced Wednesday.
Students, faculty and staff at UNL will continue to have access to free saliva-based PCR testing
Sunday through Friday outside the Nebraska Union as well as the East Union.
Individuals needing to test can walk up to one of the testing locations on either campus, show their
NCard, and submit a saliva sample. 
The results will be available a day later at UNL's COVID-19 testing portal. Or, members of the campus
community can receive a push notification that their results are ready through the Nebraska app,
which is currently used by most students.
The change in testing protocol also means UNL will allow students to delete the Safer Community
app from their phones.
The app, which went into use in January 2021, was used to schedule COVID-19 tests and send
results, and also had a feature allowing students to opt-in to receive alerts if they were potentially
exposed to someone who had recently tested positive.
UNL discontinued using most of the features on the app last November.
While UNL has not required students, faculty or staff to get vaccinated against COVID-19, the
university is once again encouraging those who will be on campus to get a shot.
Deb Fiddelke, UNL's chief communications officer, said the vaccine registry will continue to be
available to individuals to submit details on the date and type of vaccine they received.
In partnership with the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, UNL will use the vaccine
registry to determine potential exposure rates if a COVID-19 hot spot shows up on campus.
But, nearly two and a half years after the pandemic forced campuses to close, Fiddelke noted UNL
and other colleges and universities across the country have become more consistent in their plans







for managing COVID-19.
"People have a good sense of what to do to keep themselves safe," she said.
On its COVID-19 dashboard, UNL recorded 38 positive cases out of 314 tests for the week of July 30.
The positivity rate is 12.1%, down from 17.4% a week earlier.
By Chris Dunker
 


GII: Grand Island Public releases 2022-23 masking guidance


 
According to a press release Wednesday evening, a “Masks Optional” policy will begin at the onset of
GIPS’s coming school year.
This means individuals may wear masks, but are not required to, based on personal preference and
level of risk, according to the district’s news release. Masks in all activities hosted on GIPS grounds
and district buildings at the onset of the 2022-2023 school year.
Grand Island Public Schools will begin the ‘22-’23 school year as Masks Optional in all district
buildings and activities hosted on GIPS grounds.
This is similar to the policy at close of school year 2021-2022.
In a statement, GIPS Superintendent Tawana Grover said:
“Maintaining a masking optional protocol allows for us to maintain vibrant learning environments
while empowering our staff and students to feel confident in how they choose to engage in our
buildings. Our protocols for mitigation, naturally, will remain fluid as we continue monitoring data as
part of our Safe Return to School Plan. We’re looking forward to a strong, fun start to the ‘22-’23
school year and cultivating valuable learning opportunities for our students.”
According to GIPS’s Safe Return to School Plan states that masks will be encouraged, supported, and
optional unless “Substantial Transmission” of 50 cases per 100,000 occur in Hall County as indicated
by total new cases.
By Jessica Votipka
 


OWH: Western Nebraska wildfire about 85% contained


 
A wildfire near Gering, Nebraska, is about 85% contained, and firefighting operations are expected
to be turned back over to local authorities Thursday.
The Carter Canyon Fire that began with several lightning strikes Saturday evening has destroyed an
estimated 15,630 acres, Ben Bohall of the Nebraska Forest Service said Wednesday. Three homes
were destroyed and seven more were damaged, but no lives have been lost, he said.
Bohall said a request has been made to survey the area with aircraft. That survey was expected to
occur Wednesday afternoon.
“We’re hoping to have aircraft up to give us a good picture,” Bohall said. “Barring anything
unexpected happening, the plan is to transfer the command back to the Gering (Volunteer) Fire
Department on Thursday.”
Thunderstorms moving through the area produced some rain Tuesday night, but only “a minimal







amount,” Bohall said. Two lightning strikes from the storm did cause new fires to ignite, but they
were quickly extinguished.
“The first strike hit near Robidoux Road,” Bohall said. “That burned up about 3½ acres, but an air
tanker put it out right away.”
Another lightning strike about 7 miles south of Carter Canyon in Banner County caused a fire that
burned over 5 acres, he said. It was also put out with the aid of aircraft.
Utility crews with the Roosevelt Public Power District have restored power to all residences
throughout the area. Crews are still working to repair damaged infrastructure such as downed
power lines and utility poles, Bohall said.
Landowners impacted by the fires should contact the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
and Farm Services Agency for information about assistance programs. Assistance is available to help
with fences, water structures, grazing lands and other issues, he said.
Bohall said the public’s donations of food, water and other resources were essential to keeping up to
200 firefighters from 35 fire departments working. He said donations can still be made through
the Firefighter Ministry of Scottsbluff, Nebraska.
“The success that we’ve had can be attributed directly to the public support,” he said. “Everything
they did was essential to keeping the firefighters on the fire line.”
By Kevin Cole
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Pathways to Decarbonization could
harm Nebraska economy


 
The July 28 Midlands Voices piece by the Citizens’ Climate Change Lobby regarding OPPD’s
decarbonization policy left out many important facts that OPPD ratepayers would be surprised to
learn.
In 2019, OPPD adopted a goal to achieve net zero carbon by 2050. OPPD then created its Pathways
to Decarbonization program. As part of that program, OPPD hired E3, Inc. to prepare a report that
cost about $1.5 million. In February of this year, the consultant’s report was delivered.
In order to achieve net zero carbon, OPPD was told to build 3,800 megawatts of new wind power
and 3,000 megawatts of new solar polar. The cost to save the planet did not come cheap as it would
require OPPD to spend at least $28 billion by 2050. Readers should know that OPPD only has about
$1 billion in annual revenues. If OPPD continues down this foolish and expensive pathway, electric
rates will necessarily skyrocket. OPPD’s misguided policy is the single biggest threat to the Nebraska
economy as every person and business within OPPD’s service area is required, by law, to buy
electricity from the OPPD monopoly.
Germany has been implementing net zero carbon policies for a number of years and electricity there
is three times more expensive than in America. McKinsey & Company estimates that the global
energy transition would require a capital expenditure of $3.5 trillion per year. This pipe dream of a
net zero carbon would require a land area roughly twice the size of California. Nebraska would have
to become the Chinese solar panel state instead of the Cornhusker State.
Right now, ESI Energy, LLC (a subsidiary of NextEra Energy) is attempting to build a 3,200-acre
industrial solar development for $300 million in Cass County. There is strong local opposition to this
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project, in part, because this company was recently fined $6 million and placed on probation in
federal court for killing American eagles. About 80% of solar panels and solar panel materials come
from China. At the June OPPD board meeting, I asked that OPPD adopt policies of not doing business
with criminals and entities that benefit from slave labor. My request has not yet been adopted.
Solar and wind interests have been subsidized for decades by American taxpayers. The Des Moines
Register reported that Warren Buffett’s MidAmerican Energy has received $10 billion in federal
income tax credits from 2004 to 2018.
The so-called Inflation Reduction Act would continue the federal handouts with $370 billion in free
money. This includes an immediate investment tax credit of 30% for solar and wind projects and a
production tax credit. The subsidy is for another decade. Arguably, the federal government would
write a check to OPPD for all the expensive and unreliable solar and wind projects it builds.
With regard to delaying the closure of the coal units of North Omaha Station, I’m confident that
OPPD’s engineers told the Board that there was a substantial risk of forced blackouts if the initial
unrealistic timeline had to be honored.
Nebraskans shouldn’t be crucified by OPPD on a cross of wind turbine blades. It is imperative for the
economic health of Nebraska that OPPD’s Pathways to Decarbonization be stopped.
David D. Begley is an attorney in Omaha.
 


OWH: Photo I.D.


 
This is a follow up to my letter of June 25 about the attempt to get my 88-year-old mother-in-law a
Nebraska photo ID. My wife took her back to the DMV (her second trip) with the requested
documents. Those were a birth certificate to prove citizenship, current mail to prove her current
address and Social Security card. The birth certificate was recently obtained from the state, taking
three to four weeks and costing $17.
Again they were denied. Her birth certificate doesn’t show her married name. A marriage license is
required to prove her name change back in 1952. I checked the requirements for a photo ID on the
state website. It says other documentation may be required. It doesn’t say what. It would have been
helpful for the DMV clerk (Sarpy County) to mention this requirement, but he did not.
So, we’ve sent a request to Douglas County for a certified copy of her marriage license at a cost of
$9. When it’s received, we’ll take her back to the DMV with the documents and $28.50. Total cost
$54.50, two months (at least) and three trips (at least) to the DMV.
It appears the amendment for a photo ID requirement has made it to the November ballot. These
documents are not easy to get and they are not free. The photo ID requirement is a thinly disguised
poll tax intended to keep poor people and old people from voting. How does it not violate the 1964
24th Amendment? Perhaps Pete Ricketts or Julie Slama could explain.
Frank Logan, Bellevue
 


LJS Editorial, 8/4, Funding of StarTran should come from
those who use it
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We can all agree that an efficient and dependable public transportation system is a key
infrastructural component to any thriving city.
The challenge comes in how it is funded.
Should it be subsidized entirely by the city? Should it be self-sustaining? Or should there be a
nominal ridership fee that combines rider and city support?
The StarTran Advisory Board — a group of citizens that weighs in on city bus route changes and
operations — voted to oppose Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird's budget proposal to end free bus
fares, which were put in place during the pandemic.
Journal Star city reporter Margaret Reist wrote last week that the board voted 5-1 to reject the
mayor’s proposal to reinstitute fares, though at rates lower than those before the pandemic, and
voted unanimously to recommend a pilot program to continue fare-free busing for another two
years.
A public hearing on the budget was held during Monday's City Council meeting and members of the
bus community voiced their opinions, however it is expected that the council will side with the
mayor.
We agree with the mayor. 
Lincoln Transportation and Utilities Director Liz Elliott said continuing no-fare busing — paid for with
2020 federal stimulus funds that will soon run out — would cost the city an estimated $1.2 million
each year. Instituting the lower fare would decrease the city's financial obligation to $48,000 to
$100,000 annually, she said.
That's a significant difference in the city budget.
A study done by a consultant as part of the city’s update to its Transportation Development Plan
found no-fare busing would increase ridership by 28% to 41%. 
Under the mayor’s proposal, regular bus fares would decrease from $1.75 to $1.25, paratransit rides
from $3.50 to $2.50 and senior rates from 85 cents to 60 cents. Although ridership would initially
decrease, the lower fares would eventually increase ridership by 0.7% — or about 18,000 riders, the
study found.
There are mitigating factors that should be acknowledged, including the number of citizens from
marginalized communities who rely on public transportation each day. In addition, if more people
were to turn to public transportation, it would do a small part in the push toward combating the
release of greenhouse gas emissions.
We'd hope concessions will be made to those in need, the Lincolnites who rely on StarTran each day
to get to and from work or to run their daily errands.
For everyone else, asking them to pay a little more than a buck for a ride across town seems
reasonable. And their daily investment adds perceived value to an oft-overlooked municipal
amenity. 
It forces everyone who uses StarTran to have some skin in the game -- and that's not a bad thing.
 


LJS: Wealthy Christians can step up


 
As a former homeschool teacher in the largest homeschool in Lincoln in 1990s, I would like to warn
against state funding for private education.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fadvisory-board-startran-should-continue-no-fare-bus-service-reduce-hours-for-driver-shortage%2Farticle_07224bed-24f7-5fd2-bdbc-d9c0f114c9bc.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C21bafb7749da4fec2e8f08da761db112%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637952167160813641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oyo%2FM%2B%2BJW4nggF5R04IZlegmaR3dSLeUmbrJwFpm0R4%3D&reserved=0





One, state funding means years of legal battles, millions of dollars to maintain and being at odds
with your neighbor. Two, this is the time to reinvent the schooling paradigm. Let’s give Christians
and public-school students more educational choices.
The millionaire and billionaire Christians could provide scholarships, startup costs for new schools
and educational choices you want, without government interference and political battles.
How about an educational “free market” system that creates a system for certified, experienced
teachers to offer credit classes outside of the school that parents pay for. Currently students can
take classes, but it doesn’t count for graduation.
A system could let the state certify teachers to indicate the curriculum meets standards and could
evaluate methods. Schools provide a list of qualified programs to parents. A student’s school of
choice would receive grades and grant credits.
These options provide a multitude of courses and more cheaply -- individual choices, without
switching schools and no school wars with neighbors.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, Charles Herbster, Jim Pillen and their think-thank buddies have an opportunity to
do more than simply switch who pays for a private education while leaving the public schools in an
old, “certifying attendance in a school” paradigm.
They could show us how a “free market” for certified teachers could open multitudes of options for
learning and acquiring state credits to graduate, according to various beliefs.
Laureen Greenwood, Lincoln
 


AP: EPA: Chemical in medical-device cleanser poses cancer
risk


 
WASHINGTON — The Environmental Protection Agency is warning residents who live near medical
sterilizing plants in 13 states and Puerto Rico about potential health risks from emissions of ethylene
oxide, a chemical widely used in their operations.
Laredo, Texas; Ardmore, Oklahoma; and Lakewood, Colorado, are among the communities facing
the highest risk from ethylene oxide emissions, EPA said.
The agency has notified 23 commercial sterilizers — 19 in the continental U.S. including one in
Columbus, Nebraska, and four in Puerto Rico — that their operations pose an elevated risk of cancer
and other ailments. The notice follows a recent survey of emissions data from almost 100
commercial sterilizers nationwide.
Ethylene oxide is used to clean everything from catheters to syringes, pacemakers and plastic
surgical gowns.
While short-term or infrequent exposure to ethylene oxide does not appear to pose a health risk,
EPA said long-term or lifetime exposure to the chemical could lead to a variety of health impacts,
including lymphoma and breast cancer. EPA said it is working with commercial sterilizers to take
appropriate steps to reduce emissions.
“Today, EPA is taking action to ensure communities are informed and engaged in our efforts to
address ethylene oxide, a potent air toxic posing serious health risks with long-term exposure,” EPA
Administrator Michael Regan said in a statement Wednesday.
EPA will conduct public outreach campaigns in each of the communities where elevated risks have







been found, including an Aug. 10 webinar.
Laredo, one of the communities targeted by the EPA notice, is a border city where the vast majority
of residents are Latino and more than a quarter live in poverty. Missouri-based Midwest Sterilization
Corp. operates a sterilization plant in Laredo. The company also owns a plant in Jackson, Missouri,
that is on EPA’s watch list.
More than 40% of Laredo’s nearly 70,000 schoolchildren attend campuses in areas with an elevated
risk of cancer due to ethylene oxide emissions from the Midwest plant, according to an analysis by
ProPublica and the Texas Tribune.
A spokesperson for Midwest declined immediate comment. But the company told ProPublica and
the Tribune last December that cancer risk from its Laredo plant is overstated. Emissions it reported
to the EPA are “worst case scenarios,” rather than specific pollution levels, the company said.
The Ethylene Oxide Sterilization Association, an industry group, said in a statement that ethylene
oxide has been used for decades by the health care community to sterilize a wide variety of medical
devices and equipment. More than 20 billion health care products are sterilized each year in the U.S.
alone.
In many cases. there are no practical alternatives available to ethylene oxide, the group said, adding
that use of less effective cleaning methods “could introduce the real risks of increased morbidity and
mortality’’ at hospitals throughout the country.
EPA called medical sterilization “a critical function that ensures a safe supply of medical devices for
patients and hospitals.’’ The agency said it is committed to addressing pollution concerns associated
with EO, sometimes called EtO, “in a comprehensive way that ensures facilities can operate safely in
communities while also providing sterilized medical supplies.’’
Proposed rules to update control of air toxic emissions from commercial sterilizers and facilities that
manufacture EtO are expected by the end of the year, with final rules likely next year, EPA said.
Scott Whitaker, president and CEO of the Advanced Medical Technology Association, another
industry group, applauded EPA “for its forthrightness about what it does and doesn’t know” about
EtO, but added: “It’s critical that the EPA get this right.″
A potential shutdown of medical-device sterilization facilities “due to misinformed political pressure,
as well as uncertainty regarding which regulations the facilities must adhere to .... would be
disastrous to public health,″ Whitaker said in email.
At least seven sterilizers on EPA’s watch list are AdvaMed members, including both Midwest plants
and two owned by industry giant Becton, Dickinson and Co., also known as BD.
Besides medical cleaners, EtO is used in a range of products, including antifreeze, textiles, plastics,
detergents and adhesives. It is also used to decontaminate some food products and spices. Two of
the 23 facilities targeted by EPA — in Hanover and Jessup, Maryland — are used to sterilize spices.
Both are operated by Jessup-based Elite Spice.
Other commercial sterilizers cited by EPA are located in Groveland, Florida; Salisbury, Maryland;
Taunton Massachusetts; Linden and Franklin, New Jersey; Erie and Zelienople, Pennsylvania;
Memphis and New Tazewell, Tennessee; Athens, Texas; Sandy Utah; and Richmond Virginia.
Four plants are Puerto Rico: Anasco, Fajardo, Salinas and Villalba.
 


AP: Biden signs executive order to protect travel for abortion


 







WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden on Wednesday signed an executive order aimed in part at
making it easier for women seeking abortions to travel between states to obtain access to the
procedure.
More specifically, one of the directives Biden will issue will allow states that have not outlawed
abortion to apply for specific Medicaid waivers that would, in effect, help them treat women who
have traveled from out of state.
The order will also call on health care providers to comply with federal nondiscrimination laws and
streamline the collection of key data and information on maternal health at the National Institutes of
Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Biden described as a “health care crisis” the Supreme Court’s decision overturning the landmark
1973 ruling Roe v. Wade, and “every part of the federal government does its part at this critical
moment where women’s health and lives are on line.”
he order came one day after Kansas voters protected the right to abortion in the conservative state,
an outcome that Biden celebrated.
The new order nonetheless falls short of what many Democratic lawmakers and abortion advocacy
groups have demanded of the Biden administration. One chief ask has been for Biden to declare a
public health emergency on abortion, which White House officials have said would do little to free
up federal resources or activate new legal authorities.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 8-8-22
Date: Monday, August 8, 2022 8:44:50 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Aug 2022 7.01 99.00 08:28
Corn Oct 2022 5.77 -25.00 08:28
Milo Aug 2022 5.77 -25.00 08:28
Milo Oct 2022 5.32 -70.00 08:28
Soybeans Aug 2022 14.14 15.00 08:29
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.29 -70.00 08:29
Wheat Aug 2022 7.62 -75.00 08:27
Wheat Jul 2023 7.55 -90.00 08:24


 
TV and Radio
CNN: Nebraska and Colorado are sparring over water rights. It could be the new norm as rivers dry
up
KETV: Hemp can help clean up AltEn mess according to UNL researcher
KSNB: UNMC study shows packing plant workers twice as likely to get COVID (no video)
 
Governor
LJS: Tax credits available for Nebraska retailers that sell fuel with higher ethanol blends
OWH: Matt Innis won't face charges after being arrested at Nebraska GOP convention
Complete Colorado: Stop giving away Colorado’s water; the case for building storage along the South
Platte
 
Agency
OWH: Nebraska Board of Education hiring consultant to review standards writing process
 
University
Kearney Hub: 'Networking magnet': UNK's new offices will be regional hub
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: 'It's Russian roulette': Fentanyl fuels rising drug overdose deaths in Nebraska
OWH: Nebraska developer gears up to win OK for RV park/airboat marina on Platte River
OWH: Douglas County reports four more suspected cases of monkeypox
Nebraska Examiner: Corn and soybean ‘sweat’ helps make Nebraska summers more humid
Brownfield Ag: Nebraska Lawyer Says Perkins County Canal Should Have A Legal Green Light
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Opinion
OWH Midlands Voices: Those who show up should not be so easily dismissed
OWH Midlands Voices: What does Zawahiri’s death mean for Al Qaeda and for U.S. homeland
security?
OWH Public Pulse


1. RV park proposal
2. Protect our planet
3. Had enough?


LJS Editorial, 8/7: A new year, new challenges for schools
LJS Letters


1. Court ruling isn't any surprise
2. GOP can't pick Trump again
3. Sending the wrong message


 
National/Federal
Nebraska Examiner: Cook Political Report now rates Bacon-Vargas race a toss-up
AP: Iowa abortion provider drops challenge to 24-hour wait law
AP: Senate Democrats pass budget package, a victory for Biden
 


LJS: Tax credits available for Nebraska retailers that sell fuel
with higher ethanol blends


 
Fuel retailers that sell higher ethanol blends can now apply for tax credits.
The Nebraska Department of Revenue on Monday started taking applications for the credits, which
are available to retailers that sell fuel with more than 10% ethanol.
The credits were made possible through the passage earlier this year of LB1261. Gov. Pete Ricketts
signed the bill into law this spring after it was passed unanimously by the Legislature.
Currently, 124 stations in Nebraska sell E85 gasoline, which contains anywhere from 51% to 83%
ethanol, while 112 sell E15, which contains 15% ethanol.
Only flex-fuel vehicles can use E85, but any passenger vehicle produced in 2001 or later can use E15.
“At the retail level, very simply put, E15 is better fuel and it costs less,” Randy Gard, chief operating
officer of Bosselman Enterprises and secretary of the Nebraska Ethanol Board, said in a news
release. “We are excited about the passage of LB1261 and what it can do for our customers. If you
are a retailer, there is now nothing standing in your way today to make the transition from E10, the
standard fuel most people use today, to joining this mass conversion to E15.”
For more information or to apply for the tax credit, go to ethanol.nebraska.gov/resources/nebraska-
higher-blend-tax-credit-act.
By Matt Olberding
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Nebraska GOP convention


 
LINCOLN — After being arrested on suspicion of third-degree assault and second-degree trespassing
outside the Nebraska GOP convention in Kearney last month, Republican Matt Innis won’t face
criminal charges.
Buffalo County Attorney Shawn Eatherton said Friday that his office did not have strong enough
evidence to prosecute Innis or anyone else involved in the case. In a letter sent to Innis on Thursday,
Eatherton told Innis that he was not required to appear in court on Aug. 10.
“Based on the information this office received and a review of the evidence, please be advised our
office has decided NOT to file a case against you at this time,” Eatherton said in the letter.
“Therefore, you do not need to appear in court on August 10, 2022, at 2:30 p.m.”
Innis, of Crete, could not be reached for comment Friday.
He was arrested after he tried to enter the convention center and was stopped by security staff,
leading to a scuffle that prompted staff to call the police, the Nebraska Examiner reported. One
staffer alleged that Innis lunged at him and assaulted him, though Innis claimed he was shoved or
grabbed by someone and he defended himself, not knowing it was security.
In a social media post, Innis disputed the account by security staff, writing that “when someone
came forward stating a video shows the head of security was lying about the initial incident, the
security people were then removed, the person they claimed was such a threat was allowed into the
convention, and the convention continued without any security on site.”
Eatherton said his office reviewed video footage and witness testimony among the evidence of the
incident.
Innis, a vocal supporter of former President Donald Trump who hasn’t been afraid to criticize fellow
Republicans, was one of six Republicans who had their credentials revoked so they could not serve
as delegates at the convention. Some said they had their credentials revoked because they had
vocally criticized or directly challenged Republican leadership or nominees, including Gov. Pete
Ricketts and Republican gubernatorial candidate Jim Pillen.
Innis, along with at least one other delegate who was denied entry, Fanchon Blythe, arrived at the
convention center to challenge the decision.
Their removal was the subject of one of many heated debates that day. Some delegates argued that
revoking their credentials was an attack on free speech.
After Innis’ arrest, the remaining delegates voted to reinstate his credentials, along with four of the
other delegates, including Blythe. Innis later returned to the convention center to serve as a
delegate.
Later that day, a majority of delegates voted to fire GOP Chairman Dan Welch and elected Eric
Underwood as the new chairman.
Days later, Innis and Blythe both attended a media event at GOP headquarters where Underwood
weighed in on the party’s goals and direction going forward.
By Erin Bamer
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case for building storage along the South Platte


 
The South Platte River flows from the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains through Colorado and
into Nebraska. Sharing the river, Nebraska and Colorado entered into the 1923 South Platte River
Compact. It was one of the first interstate agreements allocating stream flow between states. Lately,
however, more water than agreed upon has been flowing out of Colorado and into Nebraska.
Because of this, now is a great time for Colorado to build storage along the South Platte.
The South Platte River Compact states Colorado must allow 120 cubic feet of water per second to
flow into Nebraska from April to October. Summer is when the flow is the greatest, thanks to snow
melt from the Rockies. The compact gives Nebraska the right to build a canal to collect water during
the winter season, when less water flows. According to the Compact, Nebraska may build a canal
that takes up to 500 cubic feet per second, or 1,000-acre-feet a day from October to April. The
reservoir connected to the canal would be roughly one and a half times the size of the Dillon
Reservoir.
The Compact also gives Colorado a superior right to divert and store 35,000-acre-feet of water from
the South Platte during the winter season.  Nebraska cannot interfere with Colorado’s right to that
water.
Seeing plans from Colorado to expand the budget for water projects, Nebraska Governor Pete
Ricketts incorrectly assumed Colorado will soon take 90% of Nebraska’s water. Fearing that Colorado
was planning to cut the flow of water, Ricketts signed bills to build a 3,600-acre lake and connected
canal. The Compact gives Nebraska the right to use eminent domain to seize land for construction.
The new Nebraska laws would resume construction on the Perkins Canal, located in Perkins County,
Nebraska and into the northeast region of Colorado near Ovid and Julesburg. The Nebraska
legislature has appropriated 500 million dollars to the construction of the canal.
In response, Colorado lawmakers proposed the bipartisan Senate Bill 22-126. This bill was to
designate funds for a storage system along the South Platte. During a committee hearing, the bill
sponsors, Senators Jerry Sonnenberg (R, Sterling) and Kerry Donovan (D, Vail), and Representative
Richard Holtorf (R, Akron), made note of all the excess water Nebraska is already getting from the
river. They also mentioned that Colorado still has the authority to build a reservoir for its own water
preservation. The bill was ultimately killed, but the sentiment is right: Colorado should start putting
its own needs first.
Ricketts shouldn’t have to worry about losing water. It is likely the Perkins canal will not bring any
extra water to Nebraska. In the past 20 years, Colorado has given Nebraska up to 8-million-acre-feet
above the Compact minimum.
Nebraska’s real concern is not that Colorado will take Nebraska’s water next year. Rather, Colorado’s
population growth makes Nebraska nervous. The population of Colorado has grown over 19% in the
past ten years and is expected to continue expanding. The population along the South Platte Basin
alone is expected to increase 42%-70% by the year 2050.
However, Colorado population growth may not have the effect Nebraska assumes. Most of the
development is expected to be urban, with farmland transitioning into suburban neighborhoods,
which will result in less irrigation and a likely net reduction in water use.
Colorado should ensure no water above the Compact amount flows out of our state. The South
Platte Basin is the second most populated basin in the state and the highest producing basin in
terms of agricultural value. Currently, 4.5 million Coloradans rely on water from the South Platte for
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drinking, recreation, agriculture, energy, and more. The state can use all the water it can get and
shouldn’t allow any excess water to flow out with no charge.
Jordan Ready, a summer intern at the Independence Institute, is a graduate of the University of
Cinncinati and is attending law school at the University of Denver.  His areas of interest include
natural resources and property law.
 


OWH: Nebraska Board of Education hiring consultant to
review standards writing process


 
Members of the Nebraska State Board of Education on Friday voted to hire a consultant to examine
the state’s process for writing academic content standards — a process that last year yielded health
education standards that sharply divided Nebraskans.
Over the years, the state’s standards-writing process had regularly churned out standards for
mandatory core subjects like math and English with little controversy.
But when the board floated optional health education standards last year that included sex
education, they ignited such overwhelming public opposition that the board pulled the plug on
them.
Board members voted 8-0 to authorize Education Commissioner Matt Blomstedt to contract with
American Institutes for Research, an Arlington, Virginia, nonprofit.
Under the $50,000 contract, the organization will examine the process Nebraska uses and will
deliver a report with recommendations by May 1, 2023.
Hiring a consultant was among several recommendations of an ad hoc board committee appointed
last November after the board indefinitely postponed development of the health education
standards in September.
Standards are what state officials believe children should know and be able to do in each grade.
In the past, proposed Nebraska standards for social studies and science provoked a few minor
skirmishes over content. But those debates paled next to the firestorm that erupted when the board
proposed what they described as inclusive standards that included teaching about gender identity
and sexual orientation.
The initial draft called for teaching children as young as 6 years old about gender identity and gender
stereotypes.
Supporters said the standards would stem bullying, prevent suicides and make schools a welcoming
place for all students regardless of their gender identity or nontraditional family structure.
Opponents said the standards amounted to political advocacy that didn’t reflect the values of most
Nebraska parents. They said the standards would rob kids of their innocence and sexualize children.
Several board members have suggested that the failure of the standards was due, in part, to
problems with the process.
Critics say the Nebraska Department of Education did not invite conservative voices to be involved in
the writing process.
Board member Patti Gubbels said the review will be “almost like an external evaluation.”
The consultant will “come in and look at the standards-development processes and procedures to
really do a thorough kind of evaluation with suggestions for improvements,” Gubbels said.
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The consultant will look at how other states develop standards. The review will include focus group
interviews with school leaders, teachers, policy makers, parents, families and caregivers.
Board member Kirk Penner voted in favor but said he doubts the review will do much good. He said
the process wasn’t the reason the standards failed.
“It was the content, and they’re not going to get that from this consultant,” Penner said.
By Joe Dejka
 


Kearney Hub: 'Networking magnet': UNK's new offices will
be regional hub


 
KEARNEY — Amazing things happen when ambitious, visionary people cross paths.
That’s the driving principle underpinning a $15.6 million office and regional meeting facility that’s
scheduled to open sometime in 2023 in University Village at the University of Nebraska at Kearney.
About 150 people gathered last week on the 104-acre University Village tract near UNK to break
ground for the facility that will be called the Regional Engagement Center. Chancellor Doug
Kristensen said the 52,000-square-foot facility will house a number of regular tenants, but it’s also
expected to be a magnet for important meetings and decision-makers from across the state.
“It really is a tremendous project,” Kristensen said.
Given the Regional Engagement Center’s central Nebraska location, Kristensen said it is anticipated
the center will become a gathering place for greater Nebraska that will fortify Kearney’s role as a
regional hub through in-person and virtual meetings, events and presentations. The center will also
feature office space so that businesses, nonprofits and other organizations can establish or grow
their presence with prime access to a large pool of potential employees: UNK’s 6,600 students.
Several businesses and organizations have already signed as tenants, but Kristensen sprinkled his
speech with multiple hints that plenty of office space is still available to lease.
Among the initial tenants is Olsson, an engineering and design firm. Other tenants are Grand Island-
based manufacturer Chief Industries and Allo Communications.
“Olsson has been invested in the Regional Engagement Center since its inception,” said Joe Johnson,
Olsson’s business consultant leader for Nebraska and a UNK graduate. “We are excited to grow with
the state. This expands our footprint into Greater Nebraska.”
Olsson operates in nine states. It’s headquartered in Lincoln and has satellites in eight Nebraska
cities, including Kearney, Grand Island, Hastings and Holdrege.
Roger Bullington, president and general manager of Chief Construction, said the REC “will be a huge
networking facility. The fact we’re a partner with UNK is tremendous.”
Also housed in the Regional Engagement Center will be the UNK Alumni Association and University
of Nebraska Foundation. They are in a small office building several blocks from campus.
Approved in December by the University of Nebraska Board of Regents, the center will create a
centerpiece for the University Village development.
UNK will own and occupy approximately 24,000 square feet inside the two-story building and
contribute about $10.4 million in funding through an internal lending program. A private investment
company will cover remaining costs.
University Village, a public-private development south of UNK’s main campus, is designed as a







pedestrian-oriented neighborhood featuring residential, retail, academic, recreation, community
engagement and service industry facilities.
Village Flats opened there in the summer of 2018, and the Plambeck Early Childhood Education
Center followed in the fall of 2019. Construction started last fall on the $48 million Element 30
housing project, a partnership between UNK and Grand Island real estate developer Scott Rief that
will add upscale apartments, townhomes and 10-plexes to the area. UNK also worked with the city of
Kearney and private donors to build an indoor tennis complex that opened earlier this year.
By Mike Konz
 


OWH: 'It's Russian roulette': Fentanyl fuels rising drug
overdose deaths in Nebraska


 
It was a chilly February night in Omaha, but the party in the apartment near 72nd and Grover Streets
was just heating up.
Someone pulled out some cocaine. But unbeknownst to the users, the illicit drug was laced with
fentanyl, a synthetic drug so powerful that an amount small enough to fit on a pencil tip can be
enough to kill.
When Fire Department medics were later called to the apartment, they found four overdose victims
sprawled inside.
The medics were able to revive two and rush them to hospitals. But two others — both women in
their 30s — were pronounced dead at the scene, adding to a grim recent toll.
Law enforcement officials here and nationally say fentanyl has been fueling an epidemic of drug
overdose deaths.
Through the first six months of this year, there were at least 26 overdose fatalities in Omaha,
including 11 during the month of February alone.
Nationally, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration says there have been some 108,000 overdose
deaths in the last 12 months — more than enough people to fill Memorial Stadium on a football
Saturday.
That’s also four times as many who die from homicides in America each year, and more than twice
as many as are killed in motor vehicle accidents. Overdoses both here and nationally have emerged
as a silent killer — most such deaths known only to the families directly impacted by them.
Methamphetamine remains the drug of choice in Nebraska. But officials believe as many as two-
thirds of all overdose deaths today involve fentanyl. The cheap but potent synthetic opioid is being
baked into fake pills made to look like prescription opioids, or mixed into other drugs like meth,
heroin or cocaine.
“These fake pills, fentanyl mixed with other things, are climbing at a significant rate,” said Justin King,
the special agent in charge of the Omaha field office of the DEA. “No city or town, be it rural or
urban, big or small, is immune to this substance.”
Fentanyl represents just the latest wave of the opioid epidemic first sparked in the 1990s by the easy
availability of prescription opioids. According to the most recent federal data, accidental drug
overdoses in Nebraska are up eightfold over the past two decades.
But unlike the prescription pills that initially sparked the opioid crisis, those using the fake pills or







other drugs containing fentanyl can’t be sure what dose they are getting.
Sometimes there’s a little fentanyl. Sometimes there’s a lot. The international drug cartels producing
the pills aren’t necessarily known for their quality control.
“It’s Russian roulette,” said Lt. Steve Fornoff, who leads the Omaha Police Department’s narcotics
unit. “You are taking the chance of overdosing and dying.”
Law enforcement officials and other partners are treating fentanyl as both a public safety threat and
a public health crisis, seeking to take the drugs off the street and educate the public of the overdose
threat.
They’re also touting the importance of naloxone, a medicine that in an emergency can rapidly
reverse the effects of an opioid overdose.
Law enforcement and public health officials note the accidental overdose deaths are cutting across
all age groups, with those ages 35 to 64 in Nebraska actually dying at higher rates than those 15 to
24. The overdoses also impact people of all races, with Whites accounting for the vast majority of
Nebraska victims.
“It’s happening to all demographic groups, all races, all parts of town, all socio-economic groups,”
Fornoff said. “It doesn’t differentiate at all.”
* * *
Andrew Schroeder was a smart, funny, laid-back kid who easily made friends. He also wasn’t afraid
to try new things.
So when a friend in 2011 offered the college freshman a prescription oxycodone pill, he took it. He
was unaware he had a previously undiagnosed medical issue that would make it difficult for his body
to metabolize the drug.
The 18-year-old was found dead the next morning in his college dorm room, one of thousands of
victims of the nation’s opioid epidemic.
“It’s a lifelong sentence for parents and families who have to go on after their child or loved one
passes away from a drug overdose,” said Andrew’s mother, Stephanie. “It changed every cell of my
body.”
There’s no doubt the nation’s opioid addiction crisis hit other parts of the country much harder than
Nebraska. The rates of abuse and overdoses here have been a fraction of those nationally.
But Nebraska certainly has not been immune.
According to Center for Disease Control and Prevention data, between 2000 and 2020, annual
deaths from accidental drug overdoses in Nebraska spiked from 22 to 177 — an increase of 705%.
The first wave of the opioid crisis began in the 1990s when pharmaceutical firms began aggressively
marketing opioid pain relievers, which they claimed carried low risk of addiction. The pills became
freely prescribed for many types of pain.
The powerful drugs were soon abused, with addicts shopping for doctors willing to write
prescriptions. Teens seeking the drugs would steal them right out of their parents’ medicine
cabinets.
The second wave of the epidemic began in 2010 after a crackdown on the loose prescription of the
opioids. Addicts turned to heroin, a cheap, widely available illegal opioid. Overdose deaths continued
to climb.
Now the nation is in the third, most lethal wave of the crisis, fueled by fentanyl.
Fentanyl is a prescription drug said to be up to 100 times more potent than morphine and 50 times
stronger than heroin. It’s typically used to treat patients with severe and chronic pain.
Drug cartels, mostly based in Mexico, began to produce fentanyl to meet U.S. addicts’ unmet







demand for prescription opioids. The drug was pressed into pills made to look just like prescription
pills, a common form being blue pills stamped with “M30” much like oxycodone tablets.
The DEA says lab testing has revealed as many as four in 10 such pills contain at least 2 milligrams of
fentanyl, a potentially lethal dose.
Now drug dealers are mixing fentanyl into heroin, cocaine and meth because it’s both cheaper to
produce and more addictive, the DEA’s King said. One UCLA researcher recently described the
nation’s illicit drug supply today as “a toxic mess.”
Given the potency of fentanyl, that’s often proving fatal.
Between 2019 and 2020 alone, accidental overdose deaths in Nebraska spiked nearly 50%, with the
isolation and social malaise from the COVID-19 pandemic also likely contributing to that toll.
More recent trends tracked by Omaha police suggest overdoses have remained high since. Omaha
had 60 overdose deaths in 2020, 56 last year and is on roughly the same pace this year.
In addition, nonfatal overdoses this year appear headed for a record high. For every fatal overdose in
Omaha, about 10 overdoses are not fatal.
Often the overdoses and deaths come in “mass overdose events,” which can occur when batches of
drugs with high doses of fentanyl are peddled in a community.
In Lincoln a year ago, police traced at least 35 overdose cases and nine deaths to fentanyl-laced
cocaine that had been stolen from the Nebraska State Patrol’s crime lab.
Many of the 11 deaths in Omaha in February were likely similarly linked to lethal batches of drugs.
The same weekend as the February Omaha overdose that killed two, seven died in a single incident
in St. Louis. A week earlier, nine died on a single Washington, D.C., block.
Just two weeks ago, another mass overdose event occurred in Omaha. Three victims were found in a
home in North Omaha. Two died, with the third saved only through administration of multiple doses
of naloxone.
“It was pretty scary how close she was to death,” Fornoff said. “If not for the person calling in (to
911) from this party, she would not have survived.”
Narcotics investigators probing overdose events try to trace the drugs back to the dealers and
ultimately to the cartels supplying the drugs. Complicating such efforts is that the pills today are
frequently bought and sold online in the dark reaches of the internet.
Still, just during the first six months of 2022, DEA agents seized more than 150,000 pills in Nebraska,
double the 83,000 seized in all of 2021. Some 32,000 were seized in Omaha in a single two-day
period.
“We know we have a product out there people are dying from,” King said. “We’re trying to hold
those accountable who are pushing this poison in our community.”
The DEA and Omaha police are in the early stages of setting up a task force to focus on fentanyl. But
law enforcement officials are also treating overdoses as the public health crisis they’ve become.
The agencies are trying to educate the public on how lethal fentanyl can be, including through the
DEA’s “One pill can kill” campaign.
Obviously, Fornoff said, officers would prefer that people stop abusing drugs, and if addicted, get
into treatment. But if they are going to use, he encourages them to not do so while alone and to
have naloxone present.
Naloxone, also called by its trade name Narcan, has been made widely available in area pharmacies,
often for free. As a nasal spray or injected, the drug can be quickly administered when opioid users
develop severe sleepiness or shallow breathing — the signs of an overdose.
Fornoff believes overdose deaths would be much higher in Omaha were it not for the increased







availability of naloxone. This year, about 6% of overdose cases in the city have resulted in death,
down from 10% two years ago.
Fornoff also points out that Nebraska’s Good Samaritan Law provides immunity from drug
possession charges for people who call 911 to report that they or someone they know is
experiencing a potential drug overdose.
“Our focus is trying to make sure people don’t die,” he said.
Schroeder said the situation today is even more scary and dangerous than it was a decade ago when
she lost her son. She now serves on the board of Coalition Rx, a local nonprofit working to prevent
the abuse of prescription drugs.
As another tool in that fight, Coalition Rx is in discussions with the Douglas County Health
Department about setting up a county opioid fatality review board.
Such boards have been established in other cities and states to look into the circumstances behind
overdose deaths. The idea is to identify trends that can lead to new public health and law
enforcement strategies to protect the public, said Edward DeSimone, a professor of pharmacy
sciences at Creighton University who also serves on the board of Coalition Rx.
DeSimone, who teaches about addiction and substance use disorders, said the key is to try to keep
people from using in the first place. As with most drugs, he said, once use and abuse becomes
addiction, the vast majority of people are powerless against it.
“They think, ‘It’s only a prescription drug,’” DeSimone said. “That’s a mindset that’s killing a lot of
people today.”
By Henry J. Cordes
 


OWH: Nebraska developer gears up to win OK for RV
park/airboat marina on Platte River


 
The controversial proposal to build an RV and airboat park along the Platte River may still have life.
Brad Brown, who builds high-end homes in the Omaha area, will attempt next week to convince the
Valley City Council to greenlight his plan to turn approximately 92 acres along the river into an RV
park.
Brown’s proposal, which was rejected by the Valley Planning Commission in June, goes before the
City Council on Tuesday.
In a text message Wednesday, Brown said he and his team have fine-tuned their proposal.
“Over the past 6 weeks, we have worked hard to listen to the concerns of our neighbors and revise
our development plan consistent with the Douglas County Comprehensive Development Plan for
floodways (the river side of the levee),” he wrote. “We further researched and revised our
development plan to be substantially similar to the recreational and camping areas created by the
Papio-River Natural Resource District.”
Brown declined to say what changes he is making, saying that as a courtesy to the Valley City
Council, he wanted to present his updated plan to them first.
Opponents fear he could receive a favorable vote. The result, they say, would bring noise,
congestion and declining property values to their river getaway.
“It is my understanding that the City Council is considering overturning the decision of the Planning







Commission,” said Rich Tesar, who owns property nearby and is an elected board member of the
Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District. “We’re told our property values could go down 25
to 30%. And there is a lot of concern about the airboat noise — it will be like living next to an
airport.”
Airboats are a type of boat designed to travel across shallow water. They are propelled forward by
an industrial-sized fan that is powered by an automotive or jet engine. Passengers and pilots must
wear ear protection when riding in them.
The Platte River Resort, as it would be called, would have space for about 290 RVs and 15 to 20
airboats, based on available information.
The park would be located along .75 miles of riverfront property where West Maple dead-ends at
the Platte River. The site is immediately downriver from the residential area known as Sokol Camp.
Opponents also say the proposal will increase flood risk and could run afoul of federal regulations
that restrict building in the path of flooding. That’s because the RV park would be in the floodway,
the area along a river that is most heavily regulated.
Domina Law Group, in a letter to the Valley City Council, argues that the development could lead to
the community losing access to federal flood insurance and incurring significant related costs.
Domina represents Curtis Acres Homeowners Association.
Brown has said his plan is the highest and best use of land given that no permanent housing can be
built in a floodway.
Promotional literature describes the park as Nebraska’s premier RV resort. Brown has said he would
require users to sign six-month rental agreements at $1,000 a month, with a $4,000 down payment.
The camp would only be open April 1 to Oct. 31, to avoid that time of the year when ice jam flooding
occurs on the river.
At the June planning meeting, Brown described the RV park as an economic development tool that
would draw visitors to the Valley area to eat and shop.
Opponents have lawyered up, circulated petitions and posted signs opposing the park. A number of
wealthy Omaha families own property in the area.
The four-person Valley City Council is scheduled to vote on the issue at its Aug. 9 meeting. Should
the council deadlock, the mayor will cast the tie-breaking vote. Valley’s council members did not
return requests for comment.
Mayor Cindy Grove said she hasn’t formed an opinion on the development.
“There are a lot of things outstanding,” she said of the problems cited by the Planning Commission.
“The developer is working to address those items.”
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Douglas County reports four more suspected cases of
monkeypox


 
The Douglas County Health Department reported four more suspected cases of monkeypox Friday,
bringing to 10 the total number of suspected cases in Douglas County.
As with the previous cases, the four new cases are in men under 50. The Health Department has
begun tracing the contacts of those with suspected monkeypox. The virus that causes the illness is







spreading mostly through close, intimate contact with someone who has monkeypox.
As of Friday, the United States had tallied 7,510 cases of monkeypox, according to the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. At least 13 cases have been reported in Nebraska,
including three in Lancaster County. In Iowa, Pottawattamie County reported its first suspected case
earlier this week. Federal health officials on Thursday declared monkeypox a public health
emergency.
Douglas County health officials said Friday that their supply of vaccine against monkeypox remains
extremely limited and would be approved only for individuals at highest risk from the virus. They also
asked for patience as they work to get more vaccine. County health officials have said they believe
the risk to the general public remains low. Supplies of the two-shot vaccine, called Jynneos, remain
limited nationwide.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services noted in a July 29 advisory to health care
providers that the state at that time had received 205 courses of the vaccine.
The state is prioritizing the shots for people who have had close contact with someone with
monkeypox, for health care professionals who might be exposed to monkeypox on the job and for
those at highest risk of contracting the virus.
Those at highest risk are primarily men who have sex with men, particularly those with multiple
sexual partners and those who attend social events where sex is involved.
Douglas County health officials have advised residents with a characteristic monkeypox rash, which
looks like pimples or blisters, to contact a health care provider, preferably before going to a clinic. A
person who suspects monkeypox but does not have a health care provider should call the Health
Department at 402-444-3400.
The illness may start with a fever, headache, muscle aches, swollen lymph nodes or exhaustion. The
incubation period generally is one to two weeks but can range from five days to three weeks.
By Julie Anderson
 


Nebraska Examiner: Corn and soybean ‘sweat’ helps make
Nebraska summers more humid


 
ASHLAND, Nebraska — Nebraskans like to complain about the humidity this time of year. But some
might not realize that the corn and soybeans that help power the state’s economy are part of what’s
making farmers and their customers sweat.
All plants release into the air much of the moisture their roots absorb from the ground. But the
weather is muggier in these parts in July and August than it otherwise would be because corn and
soybeans release more moisture than most crops. 
Scientists and farmers call this evapotranspiration. The more common term is “corn sweat.” 
Those who monitor the impact of that moisture say corn and soybeans make it more humid here
because Nebraska and its neighbors grow a lot of both.
Nebraska farmers produced 1.85 billion bushels of corn in 2021, third most in the nation, according
to the Nebraska Department of Agriculture. Farmers here raised 351 million bushels of soybeans,
good for fourth in the nation.
Barb Mayes Boustead, an Omaha-area meteorologist, helped spark discussion about “corn sweat” 







recently by writing a column about it for the Washington Post. She wrote that densely planted acres
make summers in the Midwest and Great Plains feel hotter.
Corn releases a lot of “sweat”: One acre of planted corn can release up to 4,000 gallons of water a
day, she wrote. Soybeans are no slouch, either, she explained. Evaporated moisture from rivers,
ponds, lakes and the Gulf of Mexico make a difference, too.
Evapotranspiration from corn and soybeans aren’t the only factors, Boustead said in an interview
Friday. 
“But the moisture they release into the air does add in a measurable way to the humidity … of more
than just the fields,” Boustead said. “People can feel it in cities like Omaha and Lincoln.”
State Sen. Curt Friesen grows corn and soybeans on his 1,300-acre farm in Henderson, a town of 991
people southwest of York. He said summertime spikes in midsummer humidity are just part of life
“when you live out here in the middle of corn country.” 
He chuckled at Boustead’s finding that an Iowa cornfield can be muggier than Miami Beach. It’s
rough this time of year to change a tire on an irrigation center pivot in the middle of a humid
cornfield, where no breeze can reach you, he said.  
“You just deal with it,” Friesen said. “It’s just the way it’s always been. I always think it’s more stifling
in the city when you’re surrounded by concrete, and the buildings block the wind.”
Friesen, who formerly served on both the Nebraska Corn Board and National Corn Growers
Association, said his slice of east-central Nebraska was a little less muggy in the 1950s and 1960s,
when fewer acres of farmland were irrigated. He said you can feel the difference when the plants let
out more moisture.
Al Dutcher, the Nebraska Extension agriculture climatologist, said irrigation plays some role in what’s
changing. Federal farm programs and their impact on farmers’ planting choices also have significant
influence, he said.
More acres in parts of Kansas, Nebraska and North and South Dakota that used to plant wheat have
been shifting toward corn and soybeans. That matters, he said, because wheat reaches its peak
point of letting moisture go in the spring and fall.
Because more people are planting corn and soybeans from Texas to central Canada, Dutcher said,
the midsection of the United States is seeing more concentrated moisture from crops that release
more moisture at the same time of year, in midsummer. 
Nationally, 90 million acres have been planted with corn and soybeans. That’s the equivalent, he
said, of planting Nebraska border to border 3.7 times with the top two crops contributing moisture
into the atmosphere.
“The reason I’m confident we are seeing more moisture is the expansion of the Corn Belt,” Dutcher
said. “Some has to do with farm programs, how they’re set up — and individual producers looking at
prices and chasing an opportunity.”
Dennis Todey, who directs the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Midwest Climate Hub in Ames, Iowa,
said Iowa and other Midwestern states are used to the humidity spikes of “corn sweats” because
they long ago shifted to corn and soybeans.
Great Plains states are feeling more of that shift today, he said. “Corn sweats” and the combined
effects of a changing climate are making it feel hotter, boosting dew points and the heat index.  
Weather and climate experts say we’re seeing fewer 100-degree days than in the past, combined
with warmer nights. That’s because the extra moisture in the air makes it harder for temperatures to
swing in either direction — higher or lower. 
Higher-than-normal overnight low temperatures affect how much water it takes to grow crops, the







livelihood of livestock in cattle ranching states such as  Nebraska, and the ability of people to rest
well without air conditioning, Todey said.
“It is adding to that effect, where it’s increasing the amount of moisture in the atmosphere,” he said.
“Even in cities, though we’re not close to fields, there are enough corn and soybeans out there that
it’s influencing what we’re feeling.”
Although evapotranspiration is an issue worth highlighting, Dutcher said, he thinks members of the
media are over-using the term “corn sweat.” 
Friesen said he understands the fascination over “corn sweat” and chuckled, saying people might be
more interested to learn about “corn sex” and the distinctly sweet smell emitted when corn starts to
pollinate. 
Boustead, who said she wanted to help scientists more easily communicate why some of this
month’s summer heat wave feels worse than usual, wrote about “corn sweat” in all its glory.
“If it’s muggy in Mid-America in midsummer,” she wrote, “go ahead and blame the corn. Just don’t
forget its friends: soybeans, soil and waterways, just to name a few.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Brownfield AG: Nebraska Lawyer Says Perkins County Canal
Should Have A Legal Green Light


A Nebraska lawyer says Colorado doesn’t have a legal right to halt development of the Perkins
County Canal and reservoir system. 
Steve Mossman with Mattson-Ricketts Law Firm tells Brownfield language in the 100-year-old
agreement t is clear. “I don’t think they really have a colorable argument that Nebraska does not
have the right to build this project.”
The 1923 South Platte River Compact between Nebraska and Colorado provides for a flow of 120
cubic feet per second during the irrigation season and allows Nebraska to divert 500 cfs during the
non-irrigated season.
He says the compact would ensure that producers can maintain their water rights and it, “Provides
that Nebraska can site the structure to divert water from the South Platte in Colorado. It provides
Nebraska the right to eminent domain in Colorado for the diversion structure and the canal.”
And, Mossman says, development in Colorado’s Front Range has caused levels in the river to drop.
“Colorado officials have been pretty open with the fact that they will get Nebraska 100 cubic feet-
per-second and not a drop more and that the river will be shut down.  That’s untenable from
Nebraska’s standpoint.”
He says once the water flows into Nebraska, there will be a series of reservoirs in Perkins County. 
“There are a number of potential uses for that water for irrigation, hydropower, municipalities, and
to get it back into the South Platte to cool the power station.”
The Nebraska Legislature appropriated more than $50 million dollars to study the project. Mossman
says a legal ramification could be the Endangered Species Act.
By Kellan Heavican
 







OWH Midlands Voices: Those who show up should not be so
easily dismissed


 
I remember sitting up front in the conference room many years ago, only a couple of us had arrived
early. The meeting organizer walked in and casually remarked to his assistant, “There’s no one here.”
No one here, I thought? I am here. A couple of others are here. Or is it just taken for granted that I,
and a couple of others will always be there, will always show up, and do the work that needs to be
done.
Over the years, I have belonged to various political and cultural organizations and worked on
community projects, and I often heard the same refrain. It goes something like this: “We need more
members/more young people, to move here/join our organization/get involved.”
The chairperson will stand in front of a room full of members and volunteers and lament that they
see few young faces. They will say they need to draw more young people, or the organization will
not be successful. The community leader stands in front of another room and complains that not
enough young people are moving to the city.
Of course it is good to always be looking forward and to develop ways to draw more members for
the cultural, community or political organization to prosper, for the city to grow and renew itself.
But the approach has always struck me as limited in its vision. It takes for granted those who stayed,
those who are in that room already, doing the work that needs to be done. The implication is that
these members, these citizens, are not as important, not as good somehow, and can be taken for
granted.
Often, unacknowledged ageism seems to underlie this. Look around the room of many cultural,
political and community organizations and one sees a sea of middle-aged and older faces. Some of
this is misleading, as there are meeting rooms around the community, or at universities, filled with
younger people, working for their causes. These young people are also contributing, just in a
different way. They are also likely to join those other organizations when they are out of the stages
of life where they are focused on completing their education, establishing their careers and
beginning families ... when they, too, are middle-aged or older.
States and cities are right to always be looking forward and looking for community growth. But in so
doing, they should also appreciate those who stay, who continue to live, work and build businesses,
and participate in cultural and social events. Often those who stay are treated as if invisible.
Political and cultural organizations should not take for granted the unpaid work and financial
contributions by middle-aged and older members. Where would they be if all those volunteers
stopped showing up, stopped doing the hard work and sharing their wisdom and monetary
donations?
Let us look at what we already have, what is positive and good, and grow from that. Appreciate the
people who are here, those who show up. After all, they built this place, these organizations, they
did the work, put in the time, the effort.
Rebecca Fahrlander is a retired adjunct professor of psychology and sociology who previously worked
in corporate management.
 







OWH Midlands Voices: What does Zawahiri’s death mean
for Al Qaeda and for U.S. homeland security?


 
Last week, the White House reported that the U.S. had killed al Qaeda leader Ayman al Zawahiri in a
drone strike in Kabul, the capital city of Afghanistan. Zawahiri had been hiding in plain sight, living in
a safehouse owned by a top aide to senior Taliban leader Sirajuddin Haqqani.
This fatal event concludes a years-long effort, demonstrating the United States’ firm resolve to hold
accountable those who harm and threaten its citizens. That message is clear.
Less clear, for the moment, is what this news holds for the future of al Qaeda and, by extension, for
U.S. homeland security.
As terrorism researchers at the National Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology, and Education
Center at the University of Nebraska Omaha, we study militant leadership and the implications of
high value targeting counterterrorism operations. Zawahiri’s death is certainly a win for America, but
it also presents the transnational terrorist organization with an opportunity to take stock and
reposition itself in the global Salafi-jihadist enterprise. Much still depends on al Qaeda’s plan for
succession.
As a leader, Ayman al Zawahiri was often characterized as lacking charisma and being difficult to
work with. He tended to delegate decisions about the network’s daily operations to trusted
subcommanders. In many ways, Zawahiri acted more as a custodian of the vision crafted by his
predecessor, Usama bin Laden, than a firebrand entrepreneur. His recorded sermons are famously
boring. He failed to curb the emergence of the Islamic State.
Still, Zawahiri was no lameduck. He played a central role in refurbishing al Qaeda’s image during the
rise of the Islamic State by overseeing a campaign to put a more moderate face on the terrorist
organization. Perhaps most remarkable is that al Qaeda survived the pressure cooker of the Global
War on Terror, even expanding its geographic footprint over the past decade. Zawahiri made key
decisions that fundamentally shaped not just al Qaeda but also the contours of the broader Salafi-
jihadist industry.
Now he is gone.
Prior to knowing Zawahiri’s replacement, we can offer a few assessments with relatively high
confidence. First, Zawahiri’s death offers some sense of closure to the many of us who have tracked
his role in the jihadist threat to the West. As Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-MI), who sits on the House Armed
Services Committee, stated, “it does send a message that, while it may take years, we do not forget
those who attack us.”
Unfortunately, however, Zawahiri’s death does not sound the death knell for al Qaeda, or even
significant disruption to its global operations. Former U.S. ambassador for counter-terrorism Nathan
Sales underscored this recently, “we have to be careful not to read too much into this…one strike
does not spell the end of al-Qaeda.”
In fact, the group’s future hinges on Zawahiri’s successor and what kind of leader he proves to be.
Indeed, the dramatic variation among potential front runners showcases the distinct pathways that
al Qaeda could take from this critical juncture. An intelligence report released last month by the
United Nations names four top prospects, including veteran al Qaeda commander Sayf al Adl, al
Qaeda media manager (Zawahiri’s son-in-law) Abdal-Rahman al-Maghrebi, as well as leaders of
prominent affiliates based in the Sahel and Horn regions of Africa where al Qaeda is strongest. In







addition, other dark horse candidates almost certainly remain viable contenders. The opportunity is
ripe for a younger, more dynamic emerging leader to take control.
Who eventually assumes leadership stands to affect a number of factors central to the future
strategic and operational direction of the al Qaeda enterprise. If the above list of possible successors
is any indication, al Qaeda faces a wide and diverse range of plausible futures. Important dynamics
to monitor – which will be directly affected by who is in charge – include the group’s geographic
center of gravity, levels of cohesion among its network of affiliate groups, its relationship with the
Islamic State, group ties to the Taliban, its status quo cooperation with the Iranian regime, and
prioritization of U.S.-based targets in future terrorist attacks.
For the moment, we refrain from adding to the cacophony of conjecture as to who will step into
power. Instead, we are more concerned with how the new leader will lead. In searching for clues
about how Zawahiri’s successor will make decisions, we look to the prior experiences that he will
bring to bear. Does he have extensive military experience, or religious training that he can leverage
to claim credibility and exude influence? What are his historic areas of operation? What existing
kinship, ethnic, and professional networks can he leverage to enhance al Qaeda’s organizational
capacity? All of these factors will likely shape al Qaeda’s vision and standard operating procedures
post-Zawahiri.
These factors also carry potential significant implications for U.S. homeland security. The new leader
may choose to reinvigorate al Qaeda’s historic emphasis on “the far enemy” — and be better
equipped to manage such a campaign. We must watch for signs of renewed campaigns to solicit the
material support of American citizens and residents, recruit foreign fighters, and inspire attacks on
the U.S. by inspired homegrown violent extremists.
Al Qaeda is still in the game, but Zawahiri’s death marks a symbolic end to the 9/11-era of the Global
War on Terror. Following Usama bin Laden’s death in 2011, it took more than six weeks for the
group to publicly announce Zawahiri’s ascension to the top spot. During that space, the next chapter
of transnational jihadism is being written.
Gina Ligon, Ph.D., is the director of NCITE Center and management professor at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. Austin C. Doctor is an assistant professor of political science at UNO, the
director of counterterrorism research initiatives at the NCITE Center and a fellow of the Modern War
Institute at West Point.
 


LJS Editorial, 8/7: A new year, new challenges for schools


 
Next week, Lincoln Public Schools will open doors for the 2022-23 school year, welcoming back
thousands of students as schools across the state begin to “restore normal” after more than two
years of pandemic disruptions that kept students at home, in masks at school and altered what and
how they were taught.
As the pandemic becomes endemic, masks could return to Lincoln on a school by school basis. But
one of the biggest immediate challenges for schools is addressing the learning loss of the last two
years.
That’s the view of new Superintendent Paul Gausman, who told the Journal Star editorial board that
LPS needs to further develop its strategy to address learning loss beyond the use of federal
pandemic funding for reading and math interventionist and additional hours for teachers for work







with special-education and early childhood students.
Returning to normal, however, shouldn’t mean returning to average. In fact, Nebraska Commissioner
of Education Matt Blomstedt urged a gathering of administrators to use lessons from the pandemic
to improve schools and, specifically, address problems that plagued public education in the state
before COVID emerged in March 2020.
Chief among those issues is chronic absenteeism. Some 77,000 students, 23% of the total
population, were chronically absent last year. That number is 30,000 higher than pre-pandemic
levels. But even that tally of 45,000 is too high.
“That’s not the normal I want,” Blomstedt told the administrators.
Similarly, a 31% gap between the math proficiency of English language learners and all students was
identified last year, a 5% percent increase from the pre-pandemic gap.
“Again, I’m not happy with normal,” Blomstedt said, while citing unacceptable achievement gaps
based on race, ethnicity, poverty and special needs.
Speaking at the Administrators’ Days conference in Kearney, which is something of a pep rally for
those who run the state’s schools, Blomstedt didn’t offer any specific recommendations for
addressing the problems. Nor will those solutions likely come from the State Board of Education.
Rather, they must be worked out district by district. It is at that local level, as it should be, that
school boards and superintendents need to be committed to finding ways to bridge the achievement
gaps and teachers committed to implementing those strategies.
That is the only way to truly fulfill the Nebraska constitution’s requirement of a free education, and
just as important, laying the groundwork to hit the target set by the Legislature of least 70% of 25- to
34-year-old Nebraskans having a degree, certificate, diploma or other postsecondary or industry-
recognized credential with economic value by 2030.
Those degrees and credentials are critical for 21st century economic success,  and they simply can’t
be achieved if public schools don’t improve beyond pre-pandemic normal as they prepare students
for post-graduation life.
 


Nebraska Examiner: Cook Political Report now rates Bacon-
Vargas race a toss-up


 
LINCOLN — A much-followed national political analyst is now rating Nebraska’s 2nd Congressional
District matchup between U.S. Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., and Democrat State Sen. Tony Vargas a toss-
up.
A column Friday by David Wasserman in the nonpartisan Cook Political Report said it’s clear that this
week’s “emphatic” rejection in Kansas of an anti-abortion ballot issue has “swiftly galvanized
Democrats.”
Wasserman, who moved the race from “likely Republican” to a “toss-up,” wrote that Bacon’s narrow
victories in 2018 and 2020 in the Omaha-based district “are starting to look more like a function of
far-left, pro-single payer Democrat Kara Eastman’s limited appeal than his own strength.”
“Multiple private surveys taken by both parties,” according to Wasserman, are now showing Bacon,
a retired brigadier general, tied with or trailing a more moderate Democrat, Vargas.
Vargas, a former Omaha School Board member who once taught in Brooklyn, is now emphasizing







Bacon’s responses to a 2016 questionnaire from Nebraska Right to Life in which the congressman
said he opposed abortion exceptions for rape, incest and a mother’s life.
In a press release Friday, Vargas called the shift to a “toss-up” a “major national development.”
“But it only confirms what Nebraska voters already know — that Don Bacon has changed and he’s no
longer the right person to represent this district,” Vargas said.
A spokeswoman for the Bacon campaign said that Vargas is just as “extreme” as Eastman.
“Sen. Vargas’s anti-police, weak on crime record coupled with his past efforts to raise (state income)
taxes in Nebraska to the fifth highest in the nation shows he will be a rubber stamp for Nancy
Pelosi,” said spokeswoman Danielle Jensen, citing Platte Institute testimony on a 2019 proposal by
Vargas.
Wasserman wrote that Republicans aren’t panicking and maintain that Bacon has always started his
races in this position.
“But the issue threatens to put him in a serious bind in this suburban (district),” Wasserman wrote,
one that President Joe Biden won in 2020 with about 56% of the vote.
The columnist said the vote in Kansas confirms that Democrats will use the U.S. Supreme Court’s
recent decision to overturn abortion rights to “squeeze pro-life Republicans in Biden-won seats.”
But, Wasserman added, it remains to be seen if worries about inflation will override concerns among
independent voters.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Iowa abortion provider drops challenge to 24-hour wait
law


 
DES MOINES (AP) — Planned Parenthood officials in Iowa said Friday that they have decided to
dismiss their challenge to an Iowa law that requires abortion patients to wait 24 hours after their
initial appointment to return to the doctor to get an abortion.
The case was the center of an Iowa Supreme Court ruling on June 14 in which the court allowed the
law to go into effect, reversing a judge’s ruling that it was unconstitutional. The court went the extra
step of reversing a 2018 Iowa Supreme Court decision that said abortion was a protected right under
the Iowa Constitution, potentially making it easer now for lawmakers to get abortion restrictions
approved by the courts.
Abortion remains legal in Iowa for now, but Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds said she will ask the
courts to revive a six-week abortion ban law that another judge had declared unconstitutional and
blocked from implementation in 2019.
Planned Parenthood, which provides most abortions in Iowa, said it made the decision with its legal
counsel at the American Civil Liberties Union of Iowa to dismiss the 24-hour waiting period law.
Instead, Planned Parenthood will focus its efforts on fighting the governor’s attempt to revive the
six-week abortion ban and counter efforts by Republican lawmakers to put a constitutional
amendment on the ballot that declares that no constitutional right to an abortion in Iowa exists.
 







AP: Senate Democrats pass budget package, a victory for
Biden


 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Democrats pushed their election-year economic package to Senate passage
Sunday, a hard-fought compromise less ambitious than President Joe Biden's original domestic vision
but one that still meets deep-rooted party goals of slowing global warming, moderating
pharmaceutical costs and taxing immense corporations.
The estimated $740 billion package heads next to the House, where lawmakers are poised to deliver
on Biden's priorities, a stunning turnaround of what had seemed a lost and doomed effort that
suddenly roared back to political life. Cheers broke out as Senate Democrats held united, 51-50, with
Vice President Kamala Harris casting the tie-breaking vote after an all-night session.
"Today, Senate Democrats sided with American families over special interests," President Joe Biden
said in a statement from Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. "I ran for President promising to make
government work for working families again, and that is what this bill does — period."
Biden, who had his share of long nights during his three decades as a senator, called into the Senate
cloakroom during the vote on speakerphone to personally thank the staff for their hard work.
The president urged the House to pass the bill as soon as possible. Speaker Nancy Pelosi said her
chamber would "move swiftly to send this bill to the president's desk." House votes are expected
Friday.
"It's been a long, tough and winding road, but at last, at last we have arrived," said Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., ahead of final votes.
"The Senate is making history. I am confident the Inflation Reduction Act will endure as one of the
defining legislative feats of the 21st century," he said.
Senators engaged in a round-the-clock marathon of voting that began Saturday and stretched late
into Sunday afternoon. Democrats swatted down some three dozen Republican amendments
designed to torpedo the legislation. Confronting unanimous GOP opposition, Democratic unity in the
50-50 chamber held, keeping the party on track for a morale-boosting victory three months from
elections when congressional control is at stake.
The bill ran into trouble midday over objections to the new 15% corporate minimum tax that private
equity firms and other industries disliked, forcing last-minute changes.
Despite the momentary setback, the "Inflation Reduction Act" gives Democrats a campaign-season
showcase for action on coveted goals. It includes the largest-ever federal effort on climate change —
close to $400 billion — caps out-of-pocket drug costs for seniors on Medicare to $2,000 a year and
extends expiring subsidies that help 13 million people afford health insurance. By raising corporate
taxes and reaping savings from the long-sought goal of allowing the government to negotiate drug
prices for Medicare, the whole package is paid for, with some $300 billion extra revenue for deficit
reduction.
Barely more than one-tenth the size of Biden's initial 10-year, $3.5 trillion Build Back Better initiative,
the new package abandons earlier proposals for universal preschool, paid family leave and expanded
child care aid. That plan collapsed after conservative Sen. Joe. Manchin, D-W.Va., opposed it, saying
it was too costly and would fuel inflation.
Nonpartisan analysts have said the 755-page "Inflation Reduction Act" would have a minor effect on
surging consumer prices.







Republicans said the new measure would undermine an economy that policymakers are struggling
to keep from plummeting into recession. They said the bill's business taxes would hurt job creation
and force prices skyward, making it harder for people to cope with the nation's worst inflation since
the 1980s.
"Democrats have already robbed American families once through inflation, and now their solution is
to rob American families a second time," Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., argued.
In an ordeal imposed on most budget bills like this one, the Senate had to endure an overnight
"vote-a-rama" of rapid-fire amendments. Each tested Democrats' ability to hold together the
compromise bill negotiated by Schumer, progressives, Manchin and the inscrutable centrist Sen.
Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz.
Progressive Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., criticized the bill's shortcomings and offered amendments to
further expand the legislation's health benefits, but those efforts were defeated. Republicans forced
their own votes designed to make Democrats look soft on U.S.-Mexico border security and gasoline
and energy costs, and like bullies for wanting to strengthen IRS tax law enforcement.
Before debate began, the bill's prescription drug price curbs were diluted by the Senate's
nonpartisan parliamentarian who said a provision should fall that would impose costly penalties on
drug makers whose price increases for private insurers exceed inflation.
It was the bill's chief protection for the 180 million people with private health coverage they get
through work or purchase themselves. Under special procedures that will let Democrats pass their
bill by simple majority without the usual 60-vote margin, its provisions must be focused more on
dollar-and-cents budget numbers than policy changes.
But the thrust of Democrats' pharmaceutical price language remained. That included letting
Medicare negotiate what it pays for drugs for its 64 million elderly recipients, penalizing
manufacturers for exceeding inflation for pharmaceuticals sold to Medicare and limiting
beneficiaries out-of-pocket drug costs to $2,000 annually.
The bill also caps Medicare patients' costs for insulin, the expensive diabetes medication, at $35
monthly. Democrats wanted to extend the $35 cap to private insurers but it ran afoul of Senate
rules. Most Republicans voted to strip it from the package, though in a sign of the political potency
of health costs seven GOP senators joined Democrats trying to preserve it.
The measure's final costs were being recalculated to reflect late changes, but overall it would raise
more than $700 billion over a decade. The money would come from a 15% minimum tax on a
handful of corporations with yearly profits above $1 billion, a 1% tax on companies that repurchase
their own stock, bolstered IRS tax collections and government savings from lower drug costs.
Sinema forced Democrats to drop a plan to prevent wealthy hedge fund managers from paying less
than individual income tax rates for their earnings. She also joined with other Western senators to
win $4 billion to combat the region's drought.
Several Democratic senators joined the GOP-led effort to exclude some firms from the new
corporate minimum tax.
The package keeps to Biden's pledge not to raise taxes on those earning less than $400,000 a year.
It was on the energy and environment side that compromise was most evident between
progressives and Manchin, a champion of fossil fuels and his state's coal industry.
Clean energy would be fostered with tax credits for buying electric vehicles and manufacturing solar
panels and wind turbines. There would be home energy rebates, funds for constructing factories
building clean energy technology and money to promote climate-friendly farm practices and reduce
pollution in minority communities.







Manchin won billions to help power plants lower carbon emissions plus language requiring more
government auctions for oil drilling on federal land and waters. Party leaders also promised to push
separate legislation this fall to accelerate permits for energy projects, which Manchin wants to
include a nearly completed natural gas pipeline in his state.
Still, environmental groups hailed the passage as a milestone. "Tremendous progress," said Manish
Bapna, president and CEO of the Natural Resources Defense Council, in a statement.
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To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 9-12-22
Date: Monday, September 12, 2022 8:42:15 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Sep 2022 7.12 39.00 08:18
Corn Oct 2022 6.78 5.00 08:18
Milo Sep 2022 6.38 -35.00 08:18
Milo Oct 2022 6.13 -60.00 08:18
Soybeans Sep 2022 13.42 -60.00 08:11
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.42 -60.00 08:11
Wheat Sep 2022 8.31 -75.00 08:14
Wheat Jul 2023 8.14 -80.00 07:59
 
 
TV and Radio         
NPM: Ricketts "Windshield Survey" of Canal Dips into Colorado (no video)
KFOR: Governor Blasts Feds Title IX Proposals — Asks Public To Comment Also (no audio)
KLKN: Health care industry in Nebraska ‘thankful’ after licensing backlog averted
WOWT: Nebraska, Iowa lawmakers remember 9/11 (no video)
Fox News: Nearly two dozen GOP governors pen letter to Biden, criticize him for taxpayer-funded
student loan handouts
 
Governor
Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts makes unannounced visit to possible routes for controversial Perkins
County Canal
Nebraska Examiner: Gov. Ricketts takes aim at Title IX changes sought by federal officials
NP Telegraph: Volkmer gets nod from Ricketts to fill vacancy on Judicial District bench
Fremont Tribune: WATCH NOW; Ribbon cutting takes place at new Care Corps' LifeHouse units
Kearney Hub: Central Community College partners with Western Governors University
LJS: License plate readers remain subject of controversy, confusion in Nebraska despite law
LJS: Lancaster County election commissioner to retire in January
LJS: Don Walton: Nebraska Legislature rules change could impact its nonpartisan nature
OWH: Availability, focus on COVID numbers shifted over time in Nebraska
GII: Hall County gets funding for new juvenile diversion coordinator position
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: $20 million project will turn methane into renewable energy at Omaha wastewater plant
LJS: As overdoses plateau in Lincoln, will officials look to harm reduction efforts touted elsewhere?
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OWH: With dodgeball and burgers, the race for Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District heats up
Nebraska Examiner: Lone Nebraska official on Oath Keepers’ membership list ‘very surprised’
 
Opinion
OWH Public Pulse


1. Jewell Jazz Club
2. Money better spent
3. OPS stipends
4. Human sexuality
5. Broadband internet
6. Humbling experience


LJS Editorial, 9/11: Students suffer amid tenor, topics getting attention
LJS Letters


1. Pillen not accessible to all
2. Meat processing story missed mark


 
National/Federal
AP: Unions blast rail move to delay shipments before deadline
 


Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts makes unannounced visit to
possible routes for controversial Perkins County Canal


 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts made an unannounced visit to possible routes of the proposed
Perkins County Canal this week and said drought conditions in Nebraska make it even more essential
that the controversial project be built.
 “This visit reinforced the need for us to protect every drop of South Platte River water we can,”
Ricketts said in a press release.  “The Perkins County Canal is essential for this purpose.” 
This spring, Ricketts proposed resurrecting the long-dormant Perkins County Canal project,
estimated to cost $500 million, saying it was the only way Nebraska could claim non-irrigation period
flows from the South Platte River guaranteed in a river compact with Colorado.
Compact gives right to water
The governor also said Nebraska needs to claim its rightful share of the river’s flows before
Colorado, and its fast-growing Front Range, capture it instead. 
The project promises to expand irrigated cropland areas in southwest Nebraska, which is
experiencing drought conditions this year. At one location visited on the South Platte River, east of
Ogallala, there was zero flow in the river.
Colorado officials have condemned the proposal, calling it a “canal to nowhere” and a waste of
taxpayer money.
Some Nebraska lawmakers have questioned how the canal project, which had been abandoned a
century ago as too costly, had suddenly become a priority. And environmental groups have raised
concerns about affecting flows that sustain fish and wildlife on the Platte River system. 
On Thursday, it was revealed that Ricketts had toured portions of the South Platte River Basin two
days’ earlier. 
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A press release from the governor’s office said the visit, which wasn’t announced on the governor’s
weekly public schedule, offered “a first-hand look at drought conditions and included a windshield
survey of possible routes and reservoir locations for the Perkins County Canal.”
Report due in December
Also on the trip were Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson, Speaker of the Legislature Sen.
Mike Hilgers and Tom Riley, the director of the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources. 
A spokeswoman for the governor’s office said Friday that the trip wasn’t listed on the public
schedule because the tour wasn’t open to the public or media.
An independent report on the cost, benefits and water supply for the proposal is expected to be
completed in December.
The canal would begin in northeast Colorado and cross into Nebraska somewhere south of the South
Platte, either into Perkins or Deuel Counties, before rejoining the river. A series of reservoirs would
be part of the project, officials have said. 
Riley said his department is “following the path laid out by the (Nebraska) Legislature” in working
toward a fully functional canal and reservoir system within a few years.
Pursuing options on land
“This includes a study of the project, as well as preliminary design and building plans,” Riley said. “In
the meantime, we are actively pursuing option agreements for properties along the general canal
corridor.”
Nebraska would have the power of eminent domain, even in Colorado, to legally obtain land for the
canal if a landowner refused to sell. Use of eminent domain often becomes controversial in rural
areas and spawned lawsuits over its use for the now-abandoned Keystone XL pipeline.
 Riley added that Nebraska officials continue to “dialog regularly” with their Colorado counterparts
about the project.
By Paul Hammel
 


Nebraska Examiner: Gov. Ricketts takes aim at Title IX
changes sought by federal officials


 
Gov. Pete Ricketts is criticizing the U.S. Department of Education’s proposed revisions to Title IX, and
on Friday he called on other Nebraskans to weigh in as well.
Federal education officials have stated that a review of current regulations, and of public and
stakeholder meetings, suggest that the existing rules do not best fulfill the requirement of Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972. That is, that schools and institutions receiving federal financial
assistance eliminate discrimination on the basis of sex in their programs or activities.
The department has proposed changes to clarify that recipients do not discriminate based on sex
stereotypes, sex characteristics, pregnancy, sexual orientation and gender identity.
In a letter to Education Secretary Miguel Cardona, Ricketts said the proposed changes “purposely
misinterpret and misapply” Supreme Court opinion to expand the definition of sex discrimination to
include gender identity, sexual orientation and sexual characteristics.
The governor said that would end separation of restrooms, locker rooms and other facilities based
on biological sex in schools and instead separate based on gender identity.
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 “Federal efforts to dictate how schools respond to the transgender issue is blatant overreach,”
Ricketts wrote. “States have a right to determine how schools operate.”
Federal officials have estimated that the proposed changes would save recipients $9.8 million to
$28.2 million over a decade. 
A posting by the department went on to say: “Although the department cannot quantify, in
monetary terms, the benefits of the proposed regulations to those who have been subjected to sex
discrimination, the department recognizes that sex discrimination, including sex-based harassment,
can have profound and long-lasting economic costs for students, employees, and other members of
a recipient’s surrounding community.”
Comments can be submitted through Monday via the Federal eRulemaking Portal
at http://www.regulations.gov.
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


NP Telegraph: Volkmer gets nod from Ricketts to fill vacancy
on Judicial District bench


 
Gov. Pete Ricketts appointed Cindy R. Volkmer on Friday afternoon to fill a vacancy on the 11th
Judicial District bench.
Volkmer and attorney Chawnta Durham were the finalists forwarded by the judicial commission in
the mid-August for consideration to fill the judgeship that became vacant with Richard Birch’s
retirement at the end of May.
The two were selected from an initial group of five candidates who interviewed for the position.
The judgeship will be based out of Lincoln County and the 11th Judicial District also consists of
Arthur, Chase, Dawson, Dundy, Frontier, Furnas, Gosper, Hayes, Hitchcock, Hooker, Keith, Logan,
McPherson, Perkins, Red Willow and Thomas counties.
Volkmer, 37, has practiced law at Kelley, Scritsmier & Byrne in North Platte since 2015, becoming a
partner in ’20. Her focus has been on civil litigation.
Her husband, Tyler, is a deputy Lincoln County attorney and serves as the county board’s legal
counsel.
Volkmer’s areas of experience include family law, paternity, trust disputes, contract disputes,
employment disputes, agricultural matters, collection matters, and creditor rights in bankruptcies.
Before she made the switch to the legal field, Volkmer taught secondary math at Omaha Benson
High School from 2007 to ’12.
Volkmer holds a Bachelor of Science degree in secondary math education from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and a juris doctor from the University of Nebraska College of Law.
Also on Friday, Robin Cobaugh was selected as the clerk magistrate for Keith and Arthur Counties.
Cobaugh, an assistant clerk in Keith County, will begin the position on Sept. 30, according to a
Nebraska Judicial Branch media release.
Cobaugh will replace Lori Hill, who is stepping down from the clerk magistrate position after two
decades.
“Robin has been an assistant clerk for the Keith County Court for 12 years and has experience in
multiple case types,” Sheryl Connolly, the trial court services director, said in the release. “She will
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continue to provide exceptional service to the court and the public in her new role.”
By Tim Johnson
 


Fremont Tribune: WATCH NOW; Ribbon cutting takes place
at new Care Corps' LifeHouse units


 
Despite a flood and worldwide pandemic, Tera Kucera stood at the fulfilment of a dream on
Thursday afternoon.
Kucera is executive director for Care Corps’ LifeHouse, which just completed 10, two-bedroom, and
five, three-bedroom units designed to provide safe, affordable housing for very low-income families.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, State Sen. Lynne Walz, Dodge County Supervisor Doug Backens and
Fremont Mayor Joey Spellerberg were among those on hand when the local nonprofit had a ribbon-
cutting at units just a couple blocks away from Linden Elementary School.
During the event, Marty Krohn, president of the LifeHouse board, also announced that the nonprofit
is entering the public phase of a capital campaign to remodel its food pantry and renovate and
expand its 16-year-old emergency homeless shelter.
Care Corps information states the new project is estimated to cost $2.6 million. Krohn said the
nonprofit has secured more than half of these funds, but is seeking help to raise additional monies.
The nonprofit now has a 60-bed emergency shelter, open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It has a
homeless prevention program, various housing programs, a food pantry and clothing store.
In 2021 alone, it provided more than 11,200 nights of stay at its shelter and distributed 357 tons of
food through its pantry, impacting more than 7,500 individuals.
On Thursday, an estimated 30 people were at one of the new housing units on K Street as state and
city officials lauded the nonprofit’s service to the community.
The governor commended the nonprofit for its services.
“Care Corps LifeHouse is doing wonderful work in the community – whether it’s the food pantry, the
emergency shelter and now these beautiful housing units, they’re really working to make sure
they’re taking care of the folks here in Fremont,” Ricketts told the Tribune. “It’s a great mission and
I’m very excited to be here to see all their great work.”
Care Corps applied for a National Housing Trust Fund grant in 2018.
In February 2019, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development awarded more than $3
million in NHTF funds to provide the housing.
Grant requirements stipulated Care Corps had two years to complete its project.
But the next month, Fremont was impacted by historic flooding.
“That really changed our vision,” Kucera said.
Originally, the grant funds were to be used to rehabilitate about 15 units. But those properties no
longer qualified for the grant, because many became part of the flood zone, she said.
Then Fremont Presbyterian Church approached Care Corps, offering nearby land, which the
nonprofit was able to buy.
But it faced more obstacles.
“What should have been a two-year project, became a 3-and-a-half year project, because following
the flood, we had the pandemic,” Kucera said.







The COVID-19 pandemic slowed production, which also affected Care Corp’s construction projects.
“It took a really long time for our contractor to get electric panels and other construction items,”
Kucera said.
Yet the units were built.
Twelve units – consisting of two triplexes on K Street and two on L Street – were constructed. One of
the K Street units is 100% Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant. A duplex and a three-
bedroom home were built on Somers Avenue.
The units will serve households at or below 30% of the area median income, which Kucera estimated
for a family of three would be an annual income of $23,300 or someone making just a little over $11
an hour.
Kucera said the first tenant moved into a unit in the spring.
“What I’m most excited about is this housing provides wrap-around case management services,”
Kucera said.
Besides serving as property owner, it also provides case management, which includes budgeting,
parenting and life skills classes and connections to mental health and other resources to help
tenants overcome barriers.
Kucera calls it a holistic approach to get families on their feet and sustainable, increase their income
and, eventually, become homeowners.
She’s also excited about the K and L street locations, because they are close to Linden Elementary
School.
One barriers families have is transportation. Now, they can walk kids to school, attend parent-
teacher conferences and be more engaged in their children’s education, Kucera said.
Before the ribbon-cutting, Kucera expressed appreciation for those who supported the building
endeavor, referencing the “It takes a village…” saying, meaning it takes a community to help a child.
“We are so blessed that we have that amazing village that has come together to help us to see this
project through to completion and to help us in all the work we do,” Kucera said.
Spellerberg complimented Care Corps’ LifeHouse for the work it does it each day to help people
needing food, clothing and housing.
“This is a very historic day in my mind for the City of Fremont,” Spellerberg said. “As mayor, it makes
me really proud to see what is being accomplished by our great nonprofits.”
Ricketts, who was able to see various facilities, said it’s clear that Care Corps’ LifeHouse is well-
respected in the community. He talked about partnerships with the nonprofit and different local
businesses and the state and the difference he see that Care Corps’ LifeHouse makes.
He shared the story of a man, who’d just gotten out of jail when the flood hit and his most valuable
possession – his car – was destroyed.
“But that didn’t stop him,” Ricketts said. “He got involved in the emergency shelter here, got into
classes, Narcotics Anonymous, worked with a case manager here and is right now in his own home.”
Ricketts talked about the more than 124,000 meals and more than 11,000 emergency shelter nights
Care Corps’ LifeHouse provided during the pandemic.
He said it’s organizations like Care Corps’ LifeHouse that was one of the reasons why Politico
magazine ranked Nebraska as having the top state pandemic response. In April, the magazine ranked
states on a combination of health, economic, social and educational factors with Nebraska having
the best average.
Dignitaries held the red ribbon as Kucera cut it.
Krohn also talked about Care Corps’ LifeHouse’s capital campaign, saying that for more than 25 years







it has analyzed the causes of hunger, homelessness and near homelessness. It’s developed programs
to help relieve suffering, enhanced ways to prevent homelessness and encouraged self-sufficiency.
He attributed the success to the great staff and board.
Krohn also talked about the importance of facilities, including the shelter, a kitchen to provide meals,
thrift store and food pantry.
He said a project is underway to remodel the pantry to make it into more of a grocery store, where
clients can shop. Care Corps’ LifeHouse data also said the project will include a teaching kitchen with
six stations where families can learn how to use food offered at the pantry, such as how to prepare a
whole chicken.
Krohn said as client numbers increase, more staff and case managers are needed.
At this point, Care Corps has 20 employees operating out of a shelter building originally designed for
eight staffers.
“We have people working in an onsite apartment that we’re not able to use as an apartment right
now,” he said.
Care Corps’ LifeHouse is looking to remodel and expand the shelter, which has had approximately
18,000 people go through it.
“It’s starting to show a little bit of wear and tear,” Krohn said, citing the need for painting, new
flooring and cabinets. “The building has been used well.”
He encouraged attendees to spread the word about the campaign.
“While we have successfully secured well over half of the funds we need to do the improvements,
we still have a way to go,” Krohn said. “We need your help in raising additional funds for our capital
campaign.”
By Tammy Real-McKeighan
 


Kearney Hub: Central Community College partners with
Western Governors University


 
GRAND ISLAND — Western Governors University, a nonprofit, fully online university, and Central
Community College recently announced a new joint partnership that will provide students
graduating from CCC with their associate degrees with an affordable pathway to earning their
bachelor’s or master’s degrees from WGU.
Together, the two institutions will seek to create a seamless transfer of credits for CCC students
transitioning to WGU to further their education.
The partnership between CCC and WGU was first announced earlier this week when Gov. Pete
Ricketts signed a Memorandum of Understanding with WGU to expand access to affordable, high-
quality degree programs for the estimated 306,000 Nebraskans who have some college credits but
no bachelor’s degree. According to the MOU, the State of Nebraska will commit to supporting the
partnership by enlisting relevant agencies to collaborate with and promote WGU in hopes of
targeting underserved populations that include dislocated workers, veterans and rural residents.
Additionally, WGU will join forces with local employers and employer organizations to meet
workforce needs throughout the state.
“Flexible transfer agreements with WGU will provide yet another high-quality option for our CCC







students and for the state of Nebraska to reach our goal of having at least 70 percent of 25- to 34-
year-old Nebraskans to have a degree, certificate, diploma or other postsecondary or industry-
recognized credential by 2030,” said CCC President Dr. Matt Gotschall.
With three main campuses located in Columbus, Grand Island and Hastings, CCC serves nearly
19,000 students across a 25-county area in central Nebraska. WGU offers students graduating from
CCC more than 60 undergraduate and graduate degree programs in the fields of business, K-12
teacher education, information technology and health professions, including nursing. The university
pioneered online, competency-based education, a model that allows individuals to further their
education and careers on their own timeline, no matter where they live. This approach allows
students in Nebraska to take advantage of prior learning and work-based experience to move
through courses at their own pace and graduate quicker. Students study, complete coursework and
take tests on schedules that fit their lives, advancing as soon as they demonstrate they have
mastered the subject matter. Like all students at WGU, CCC graduates who enroll will be paired with
a program mentor who has expertise in their chosen degree program and supports students in
learning and navigating their educational journeys from enrollment through graduation.
Under the terms of the agreement, students transferring from CCC to WGU will also be eligible to
take advantage of scholarships to make tuition even more affordable. The Community College
Partner Scholarship is valued at up to $2,500 each and will be applied to WGU’s already-low, flat-
rate tuition of about $3,800 per six-month term. Students will also be able to apply for the Nebraska
Partnership Scholarship, which is valued at up to $4,000 and is designed for students living in
Nebraska who want to further their education at WGU. Additionally, Nebraskans attending WGU
who qualify are eligible to apply for the Nebraska Opportunity Grant, a needs-based grant offered by
the State for students who meet certain residency, enrollment and financial need qualifications.
“We are thrilled to provide continuing education options to graduating students of Central
Community College,” said Dr. Terrance Hopson, Regional Vice President of Western Governors
University. “WGU values the important role community colleges play in upskilling the workforce and
is pleased to offer an affordable and flexible pathway for thousands of Nebraskans who need
postsecondary education and training to advance their careers and, in turn, their lives.”
For more information on the partnership between WGU and CCC, visit www.wgu.edu.
 


LJS: License plate readers remain subject of controversy,
confusion in Nebraska despite law


 
Lancaster County Sheriff's deputies patrolling Interstate 80 on Sept. 1 pulled over a GMC Acadia that
was linked to a Grand Island fraud case earlier in the day — occupied by four Los Angeles residents
who had allegedly used a stolen credit card and ran up a five-figure bill at a Best Buy in the central
Nebraska city.
When the four people left the store, they headed east on Interstate 80, passing through Hamilton,
York and Seward counties before they reached Lancaster County, where deputies — who had their
eyes peeled for the SUV after a heads-up from Grand Island police — stopped the GMC for an
alleged traffic violation, Chief Deputy Ben Houchin said.
The four suspects were taken to the county jail. Investigators recovered thousands in cash and
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fraudulently purchased merchandise. And Houchin touted the arrests at a media briefing the next
morning.
"It was a very good catch," he said then. "I know Grand Island’s very happy because it would've been
very difficult, if we hadn’t got them at that time, for them to identify everybody and figure out who it
was.”
What Houchin did not say is that deputies used automatic license plate readers to track the GMC,
which passed a Seward County cruiser equipped with a plate reader not long before it neared mile
marker 395, where Lancaster County deputies stopped the vehicle.
A Best Buy employee had noted the GMC's plate number before the four suspects left the Grand
Island store and passed it along to local police, who entered it into a lookout system for the
interstate, said Nick Swicord, the Federal Homeland Security Task Force Commander who oversees I-
80 interdictions in Seward County.
A plate reader attached to a Seward County cruiser pinged the GMC as it drove along the interstate,
Swicord said. The deputy in the cruiser called the sheriff's office in Lancaster County, where
authorities found and stopped the SUV.
"That absolutely would not have happened if the tag readers were not in operational use," Swicord
said.
Houchin did not mention the use of automatic plate readers in that case because he believes he
cannot mention the use of plate readers in any case, according to the sheriff's office's interpretation
of the Automatic License Plate Reader Privacy Act, the law that governs law enforcement's use of
the controversial devices.
Championed by Sen. Matt Hansen of Lincoln and the ACLU of Nebraska, and signed into law by Gov.
Pete Ricketts in February 2018, the privacy act limits how long law enforcement can retain images
captured by the plate readers, which take photos of passing license plates, store the data for up to
six months and have been touted by law enforcement and tech developers as a game-changing
crime-solving tool.
The readers only capture still images of license plates, which are then stored by a third-party
contractor — Motorola, in Lancaster County — for six months under Nebraska law. Police can flag
images of specific plates as investigatory to prevent them from being erased after the 180-day time
frame.
But the law — and the license plate readers themselves — are subjects of controversy and confusion
in Nebraska, where an attempt to install automatic plate readers in Omaha last month was
rebuffed over privacy concerns. Six law enforcement agencies in the state already use the
technology.
"It's the second-worst (plate reader) bill for public safety in the United States," said Jason Mayo, a
criminal interdiction task force sergeant at the Lancaster County Sheriff's Office, which first deployed
readers in 2018 after the bill became law.
"That's because the ACLU drafted that bill. One hundred percent, it was drafted by them, through
Sen. Matt Hansen," he added. "I've read through it and I've ran this (plate reader system) for five
years, and I still don't know what it means. I've had attorneys from the state, from federal entities,
from our office — everyone look at it and go, 'This is nonsensical. We don't know what it means.'"
Among the sheriff office's qualms with the bill, introduced as LB93, is language it says  prohibits
officers from disclosing the use of the plate readers in criminal investigations or in court settings,
both Mayo and Houchin said.
That interpretation — contested by the ACLU — has kept deputies from mentioning the use of plate
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readers in arrest affidavits to be used in prosecutions, leaving no public record linking the use of
plate readers to specific arrests.
"The idea that Mayo says, 'Well, we're not gonna put it in a probable cause affidavit because we
can't' is nonsense," said Spike Eickholt, the ACLU of Nebraska's lobbyist who also disputed Mayo's
claim that ACLU of Nebraska drafted the privacy act.
"If they're using this as a part of a criminal investigation, the law allows it," he said. "This was a
thoughtful bill that did strike that balance. And, thankfully, we have it. Because, otherwise, it'd be
anything goes. I mean, the cities could do whatever they wanted to do and there wouldn't be (a
limit) at all."
The law's language surrounding disclosure is muddled.
The act dictates that no captured plate data or evidence derived from the data can be disclosed as
evidence in a court setting, "if the disclosure of that information would be in violation of the
Automatic License Plate Reader Privacy Act." But it's unclear when such a disclosure would violate
the law, or if the act actually prohibits law enforcement from noting the use of license plate readers
in public records.
The secrecy surrounding law enforcement's use of plate readers only adds to the inherent angst that
opponents of the devices have expressed since their introduction in Nebraska.
When the initial draft of the privacy act was first heard before a legislative committee in January
2016, Hansen warned that the readers could be used to "compile an extensive list of where citizens
go, and that could be used to re-create their day-to-day habits," pointing to cases in Boston and
Canada where police had either abused the technology or mishandled the data collected.
Both Houchin and Mayo dismissed such concerns, pointing to the "checks and balances" instituted
by both internal policies and the 2018 law while touting the crime-solving benefits the technology
provides.
"I know a lot of people believe that you get all this information when they (drive) by, that, 'Oh, you'll
know who I am, where I live and what I'm doing and all this stuff,' but it's just not true," Houchin
said.
The privacy act placed broad restrictions on when law enforcement can search for a specific license
plate, allowing police to seek plates connected to outstanding traffic or parking violations, vehicle
registration violations, stolen vehicles, missing or endangered people, people with outstanding
warrants or "a vehicle that is relevant ... to an ongoing criminal investigation."
Despite those wide statutory limitations, Houchin and Mayo — and Swicord in Seward County — all
insisted their agencies used the systems sparingly and responsibly, pointing to the arrests of
suspects in sex-trafficking cases, homicides and other felonies.
None of the four people arrested in the Grand Island fraud case were charged with felonies in
Lancaster County, though Houchin said he expected they would be when he announced their arrest.
"You need a doggone good reason why you need to be on it," Houchin said of the plate reader
system, which can be accessed by about a dozen of the sheriff office's 84 sworn deputies.
Though he acknowledged the public safety value of plate readers and said the state's law
enforcement officials were largely well-intended, Eickholt is not convinced of the technology's
worth, nor of law enforcement's ardent defense of its use.
"The idea that the public should just trust law enforcement to do what's right is somewhat troubling,
right?" Eickholt said.
"We should be concerned because this information can allow law enforcement officials to find out a
lot of stuff about certain people," he added. "All they need is a plate number."







Already, at least two of the six Nebraska law enforcement agencies deploying plate readers have
strayed from the reporting requirements outlined in the privacy act, which requires they submit an
annual report to the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Justice summarizing their
practices and use of the plate readers.
 Download PDF
State law requires law enforcement agencies that deploy plate readers to submit an annual reports
to summarizing their practices and use of the plate readers. In Lancaster County, the sheriff's office
has not submitted a report since June 2019. Lancaster County Sheriff's Office
In Lancaster County, the sheriff's office has not submitted a report since June 2019. The Seward
County Sheriff's Office — which began using plate readers in early 2019 — has never submitted an
annual report to the crime commission.
"(The privacy act) gives agencies the responsibility to send them in, but there is no stated penalty for
not submitting the reports," said Don Arp, the executive director of the crime commission, which did
not have a webpage dedicated to publishing the existing reports until after the Journal Star inquired
about the requirement in late August.
"There are penalties for violating other portions of the act, but not reporting," Arp said in an email.
York County's sheriff's office and the Omaha Airport Authority police have each so far been
compliant with the reporting requirement. The police departments in Bellevue and Kearney each
began a plate reader pilot program in July. Their annual reports won't be due until next summer.
From 2018 to 2019, the year that encompasses the agency's only submitted report, deputies in
Lancaster County scanned zero plates that matched cars flagged in the National Crime Information
Center database, a system that allows law enforcement agencies nationwide to share information.
In the same year, the agency manually searched 45 plate numbers, according to the report. It came
up with zero matches.
There are also discrepancies between the agencies — and their third-party contractors — in how the
data is stored and can be accessed.
In Seward County, Swicord said that if his office searched for a specific license plate number,
authorities would only be alerted for future matches on that specific plate and would not be able to
review any prior images of the plate in their database or any database without a court order.
But in Lancaster County, Mayo said, every manual search of a plate number would also reveal six
months' worth of local match data for that plate, if such data existed.
And the deputies have access to data from "several hundred" agencies across the country that either
openly share their data or have signed mutual operating agreements with the sheriff's office,
Houchin said. Nebraska deputies can access data from some out-of-state agencies — or private data
collectors — longer than the six-month limit placed on Nebraska law enforcement, since out-of-state
data isn't subject to the state's privacy act.
Agencies with a signed agreement with the sheriff's office also have access to the data collected
here, though the images are still purged 180 days after they are collected.
Houchin said the sheriff's office can only share data with agencies or private collectors, such as car
repo companies, that use Vigilant Solutions, the software developer owned by Motorola that
provides the plate readers to the sheriff's offices in Lancaster and Seward counties and owns the
data once law enforcement collects it, according to Lancaster County's contract with the company.
 Download PDF file
"I'm not trying to be paranoid, but this is Big Tech," Eickholt said. "These companies have nationwide
service, sometimes worldwide service. ... That's got to have some sort of utility for various
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commercial purposes, and that's separate from the law enforcement and government interests that
people might think is there when they agree to install these cameras."
Lancaster County's contract with Vigilant expressly mentions the privacy act, and as a part of the
contract, Vigilant agrees to delete collected data in accordance with the law or even earlier at the
written request of the sheriff's office.
The law does not place any constraints on the private collection or use of license plate data — which
can be accessed by law enforcement indefinitely if private collectors utilize the same data host, such
as Vigilant or Flock Safety, the contractor that operates cameras in Bellevue and Kearney.
Houchin said Lancaster County authorities had used private data collected in other states to make
multiple arrests in homicide cases in recent years.
Mayo estimated that repo companies collect images of "billions" of plates across the country.
Oversight laws nationwide, like in Nebraska, often don't constrain law enforcement's access to
privately collected data.
That loophole has prompted somewhat of a reversal in tenor from Nebraska's ACLU, which twice
testified at the Legislature's Judiciary Committee hearings in support of the bill that now governs the
use of plate readers in Nebraska — saying the law's measures were "appropriate safeguards" —  but
last month publicly rebuked the readers as Omaha leaders weighed introducing them.
"I mean, we supported that because it was, at least, something, and before that we had nothing,"
Eickholt said. "Ideally, we probably wanted LB93 to be tighter, to have maybe a lower number of
days that law enforcement could retain the data, for instance.
"Looking back, although it might be difficult to legislate, (we'd like) to have some kind of control over
what these companies do with the data they collect, to at least maybe have people whose vehicles
are captured regularly to have some sort of say. Because right now, those people are left out of the
equation completely."
Houchin and Mayo said they would like to see the data retention period extended and the
restrictions loosened. They also hope the public would view the technology in the same light they
do: a tool that helps law enforcement keep the public safe.
"The average citizen has no concern about passing a license plate reader, because we're not even
going to pay one little bit of attention to it," Houchin said. "And I think the average citizen would
want us to catch a young gal who's being sex trafficked ... this is a good tool to do it."
By Andrew Wegley
 


LJS: Lancaster County election commissioner to retire in
January


 
Dave Shively, the longest-serving Lancaster County election commissioner in the history of the office,
said Friday he will retire in January.
The governor elected in November will be responsible for appointing Shively’s successor.
Shively has served as the county's top election official since Aug. 18, 1999, when he was first
appointed by former Gov. Mike Johanns. 
Shively has since been reappointed by Johanns, former Gov. Dave Heineman and Gov. Pete Ricketts
to five additional terms. Shively has served longer than any other Lancaster County election
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commissioner since the office was established in 1947.
Shively said he turned 62 a few weeks ago.
"Sometimes you just feel when the time is right, and I just feel the time is right. I know there is still
time to do some other things," he said in a phone interview, although he said he doesn't have any
specific plans.
He said the timing gets him through post-election duties and allows the new governor to appoint
someone they choose.
By state law, election commissioners in counties with populations of more than 100,000 are
appointed by the governor. In Nebraska those counties are Douglas, Sarpy and Lancaster. In some
other larger counties, county boards appoint election commissioners, but in most of Nebraska's 93
counties, commissioners are elected as office holders also performing other duties.
Before he was appointed election commissioner, Shively worked eight years in former 1st District
Congressman Doug Bereuter's office, including on his campaigns.
Shively said he looks forward to conducting the general election in November.
“I can’t say thank you enough to my permanent staff and to the large number of seasonal staff that
have worked with us to make democracy work here in Lancaster County. Nothing that I have
accomplished during my tenure in office would be possible without their commitment and hard
work,” he said in a news release.
Shively also expressed his gratitude to the thousands of poll workers who have served during the last
23 years.
“We have outstanding poll workers here in Lancaster County and are very fortunate to have so many
volunteer their time and talents each election day,” Shively said.
When Shively leaves office Jan. 20 he will be retiring with approximately eight months remaining in
his current term, which is scheduled to end Sept. 6, 2023. 
By Shelly Kulhanek
 


LJS: Don Walton: Nebraska Legislature rules change could
impact its nonpartisan nature


 
Nebraska's nonpartisan, one-house Legislature is a gift from George Norris and Nebraska voters who
approved the unique legislative system in 1934.
Yes, political parties do engage in recruiting and supporting legislative candidates based on partisan
affiliation and how they are likely to vote on issues, but once senators are elected in Nebraska they
are free from party or partisan control unlike members of Congress, who are organized, led and
separated along party lines. 
Charles Herbster has formed a new political action committee whose announced initial goal is to
abolish the use of secret ballots to elect legislative leadership and committee chairpersons.
"A recorded vote for legislative leaders would cripple nonpartisanship and severely damage
senators' independence," Nathan Leach, founder and executive director of Nonpartisan Nebraska,
has written in letters sent to members of the Legislature.
"The eventual result would be a de facto partisan body," he says.
A legislature organized along party lines.







* * *
Declining enrollment at the University of Nebraska is attributed to a number of factors, including
fallout from the pandemic that juggled all our lives.
But it is not a good sign — despite some odd, politically edged celebration on Twitter. 
A university education is not necessary for a successful and fulfilling life, but it enriches the journey.
And declining university enrollment is not good news for Nebraska.
With the state's growing economic challenge of an undersized workforce, community colleges have
become the favorite child extolled by political leaders, who themselves hold university degrees.
An almost unimaginable 50,000 job openings wait to be filled in Nebraska and that's a workforce
crisis.
While that understandably prompts support for community college programs that can swiftly
educate, train and prepare a growing workforce, a strong, well-funded and politically valued
university system is also needed to build Nebraska's future while also educating and attracting a
skilled workforce.
In Lincoln, UNL enrollment experienced a 2.6% decline, down to 23,805 students, the lowest figure
since 2008.
That's not good for Nebraska — and certainly not good news for Lincoln.
* * *
Milo Mumgaard is headed to Little Rock to lead legal aid services in Arkansas.
It's the next big challenge for Mumgaard, who has left the post of executive director of Legal Aid of
Nebraska to spearhead legal aid assistance in a state that has twice the poverty population that lives
in the Cornhusker state.
Mumgaard was the founder of Nebraska Appleseed, which he launched as a one-man show in the
basement of his Lincoln home at Sixth and Washington streets 25 years ago.
It's a nonprofit powerhouse today, advocating for immigrants, low-income workers and families in
need with a strong presence in the legislative, policy and regulatory arena along with high-profile
civic engagement.
Its online self-description is "a nonprofit organization that fights for justice and opportunity for all
Nebraskans."
A gift from Mumgaard, who has given Nebraska more than one. 
* * *
Question from a reader: If Nebraskans adopt a constitutional amendment in November requiring
"valid photo identification" in order to cast votes in future elections, how could they continue to
vote by mail?
The briefly worded ballot proposal states that photo identification would be provided by voters "in a
manner specified by the Legislature."
So voters this November would not know precisely how that might be achieved, although a driver's
license is almost certain to be the photo of choice presented at the polls. 
The rest is to be determined by a Legislature that is yet to be fully selected.
Finishing up
* From a distance an ocean away, Queen Elizabeth II appeared to be a genuinely decent, kind and
caring person who gave royalty a good name in modern times. We've had a royal pretender or two
here who had none of those qualities.
* After recently, and belatedly, reading "1776," the fast-moving history of the American
Revolutionary War written by David McCullough, it's really hard to understand how that ragtag







colonial army managed to win the war against a professional army assisted by hired German Hessian
troops when the colonial soldiers kept coming and going. 
* Gov. Pete Ricketts toured portions of the South Platte River Basin last week with other state
officials to consider possible routes and reservoir locations for his proposed Perkins County Canal.
Ricketts has said water rights guaranteed under a century-old compact between the two states are a
vital issue confronting Nebraska's future as Colorado's aggressive Front Range development captures
more and more water before the South Platte flows into our state.
Gov. Jared Polis of Colorado responded to Ricketts' concerns in a newspaper column in July in which
he said Nebraska's governor is "stirring up fear," suggesting that he is engaging in a "publicity stunt"
and using water as "a weapon for political games."
* Here comes Oklahoma, bringing a huge challenge and opportunity for Husker football to enter into
a new era as if on cue.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Availability, focus on COVID numbers shifted over
time in Nebraska


 
Doug Rose has checked COVID-19 case counts and other data off and on during the pandemic, but
he says he was never obsessed with it.
He has reviewed case counts for his destination when he planned to travel. Last year, the retired
Omaha schoolteacher went to Galveston, Texas, instead of his usual spot in the Rio Grand Valley
because of concerns about a potential for increased COVID cases there.
But now that he's vaccinated and boosted, he doesn't worry much about the virus. "You read the
data when it's put out and decide what you're going to do," he said.
Just like the public's interest, the data reported by public health agencies has ebbed and flowed over
the course of the COVID-19 pandemic.
While the CDC continues to operate a beefed-up dashboard, the Nebraska Department of Health
and Human Services has replaced its COVID dashboard with a respiratory illness dashboard that
includes data on COVID, influenza and respiratory syncytial virus, or RSV. Some school districts and
colleges also have mothballed their dashboards, with some exceptions being the Lincoln Public
Schools and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
But during the early days of the outbreak in 2020, the nation was dealing with an unknown
opponent. The first case in Nebraska was announced March 6 of that year. A month later, the count
had reached 255. Interest in the numbers intensified as cases mounted and schools and businesses
closed.
Initially, data was hard to come by. People who were monitoring the numbers had to tap multiple
sources. Individuals, academic institutions and news organizations such as Covid Act Now, Johns
Hopkins University and the New York Times stepped in to provide data that the public could easily
access and digest. 
Public health agencies had to quickly ramp up systems for gathering, verifying and displaying data.
The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention noted on its website that only a handful of
health care facilities and states were capable of using electronic case reporting in early 2020.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovidactnow.org%2F%3Fs%3D39632711&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C07989864f0a14409c84508da94c497bc%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637985869350006472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=06n3czCFz4r3WuSvncfCCdjRdyYzfy%2Fl6Qxok%2FYZKuo%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.jhu.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C07989864f0a14409c84508da94c497bc%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637985869350006472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nl77dRpHGohdnXuvXUJCVMP9yQCVgSt78V2nP7%2BPT%2BA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.jhu.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C07989864f0a14409c84508da94c497bc%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637985869350006472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nl77dRpHGohdnXuvXUJCVMP9yQCVgSt78V2nP7%2BPT%2BA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2Finteractive%2F2021%2Fus%2Fcovid-cases-deaths-tracker.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C07989864f0a14409c84508da94c497bc%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637985869350006472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hMCMeF0hVbSF7%2FhpR8aCHYDv1z8co3z2snVtIOxnU7Y%3D&reserved=0





Reporting was slow and often relied on paper-based systems and fax machines.
By August 2021, all 50 states and some other jurisdictions had electronic reporting capabilities. 
Justin Frederick, division chief of epidemiology and preparedness with the Douglas County Health
Department, said counting cases seems like a simple process. But it's a complex endeavor to collect,
verify and store it. 
"Public health infrastructure, including our disease surveillance systems, were not set up for a
pandemic," he said.
As a health care hub, the Omaha metro area attracts a lot of people for testing and treatment. The
test results of out-of-towners who were tested in Omaha for COVID had to be reported to their
home counties, and rectifying numbers based on patients' residences is challenging, particularly in
real time, Frederick said. When test results mounted to thousands a day, health officials had to sort
positives and negatives to calculate positivity rates and break down results demographically by age,
ethnicity and ZIP code. 
Initially, test results coming in from laboratories had to be entered manually every day into the
health department's surveillance system. Later, labs began reporting electronically, but new labs
kept popping up and had to be added to the system. The health department eventually was able to
funnel those results directly into its system. 
The health department, like those across the state, was trying to keep up with contact tracing, which
was important in identifying the risk the virus posed to the population. That risk, in turn, drives
public health mitigation efforts, such as closing bars and requiring masking. At one point, Frederick
said, the county was receiving thousands of new cases a day. Frederick was overseeing nearly 50 of
the county's own contact tracers, and the department had a contract with a firm in Omaha that
could supply between 200 and 400 contact tracers at a time.
In the middle of that, the department put up an online dashboard because health officials wanted a
way to communicate with the public. Douglas-Omaha GIS (for Geographic Information Systems)
developed the dashboard, but the health department supplied the data and worked closely with the
office to determine how to display it.
"I can't stress enough the importance of us reporting daily data," Frederick said. "There was a lot of
demand from the public."
Lindsay Huse, the health department's director, said the next challenge was interpreting the data
and boiling it down in a way that people could understand it and use it to make decisions. 
People stepped in to help with that, too. 
On March 8, 2020, Dr. Bob Rauner, president of Partnership for a Healthy Lincoln, began posting
short YouTube videos sharing and explaining available COVID data. He also walked through
coronavirus research and trends as they emerged and included links to his sources. 
More than two years later, on July 13, Rauner posted his 115th Community Coronavirus Update.
One of his updates got as many as 28,000 views. He stopped counting when the series surpassed
half a million views. Rauner also explored the impact of the pandemic, tallying COVID-related deaths
in Nebraska and surrounding states. 
"I think the reason they took off is because I just said, 'Here's what the data shows.' And if you
wanted to look, you could go to the links and find it all," Rauner said.
Partnership for a Health Lincoln also began posting its own COVID case charts, with county-by-
county data, after Ted Fraser, its health data analyst, figured out how to retrieve it from CDC. 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services also launched a dashboard early in the
pandemic. The dashboard, which changed nearly every month as conditions shifted, was a key piece







of the agency's strategy for communicating with the public, said Ashley Newmyer, the agency's chief
data strategist. 
Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said another piece of that strategy were the
public briefings he and Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts held during the pandemic. They were held often
during the early days of the pandemic and later when cases and hospitalizations spiked.
Early on, Anthone said, people mostly wanted to know why they couldn't get tested for COVID.
Initially, all tests had to go through the CDC, and criteria for getting tested were stringent. 
After the state launched TestNebraska and Nebraskans could get tests whenever they wanted,
positivity rates became a less important metric, he said. The state began looking to the number of
people hospitalized with COVID as its "north star" in measuring the stress COVID-19 patients were
placing on the state's hospitals. The state therefore added a variety of hospital capacity metrics to
the dashboard.
Both the Lincoln-Lancaster County and Sarpy/Cass Health Departments continue to operate detailed
dashboards. Lincoln's Bryan Health reports on patients hospitalized with COVID by age and
vaccination status as well as where they're from and whether they require intensive care or
ventilators.
But much of the county-level reporting at the state level ended when the state retired its more
detailed COVID-19 dashboard on June 30, 2021, after Ricketts ended the state's COVID-19 state of
emergency. At that point, Anthone said, 27 Nebraskans were hospitalized with COVID, down from a
peak of 987 in November 2020.
The pandemic emergency had suspended some restrictions in state law on the release of
communicable disease data, state officials said at the time, permitting them to release more
information than otherwise would be allowed. 
The expiration of an executive order at that time also prevented Nebraska's health districts from
publicly reporting COVID-19 statistics, such as case numbers and vaccinations, for counties with
fewer than 20,000 people.
At the time, Nebraska health care providers and a group of lawmakers called for Ricketts to reinstate
the dashboard. The state, which had continued to post weekly summaries, redeployed the
dashboard in August 2021, this time focusing on hospital data. 
Newmyer said the public also faced a learning curve in figuring out what data the state collected and
what it could make available to the public. In addition to trying to meet the public's demand for
information, the agency also sought to provide enough background information so users could
understand the limits and nuances of that data.  
Dr. James Lawler, a co-executive director with the University of Nebraska Medical Center's Global
Center for Health Security, said getting good data into the systems remains his concern. The CDC's
pediatric COVID death data, for instance, has changed multiple times, he said.
Lawler said he doesn't think most people understand the difficulty of getting accurate health data,
much of which is stored in systems that can't talk to each other. Health agencies, for instance, can't
pull data from hospitals' electronic medical records, as they can in some European nations. Most
health care in the U.S. is delivered by the private sector, where there's little incentive for competing
systems to share information.
"These are all challenges we still need to grapple with, because it's impossible to effectively respond
if you don't have good situational awareness," Lawler said.
Some new types of data also emerged during the pandemic. After establishing a wastewater-
monitoring network, the state began posting weekly reports with those results. It also added a







weekly report with the results of genomic sequencing. (Wastewater testing can provide an early
warning about trends in cases, while genomic sequencing provides insights into what variants are
circulating.)
Other health data also is getting a more public airing. 
Newmyer said the state agency continues to evaluate whether other diseases or data should be
added to the respiratory illness dashboard, which the agency plans to continue to update weekly.
The agency also has launched a dashboard to display data from the Behavioral Risk Factor
Surveillance System, a telephone health survey of adults 18 and older that is conducted in all U.S.
states and territories. Covering topics ranging from physical activity to alcohol use, the survey is used
to identify new and emerging health issues, establish and track health objectives and evaluate
disease- prevention activities in the state.
Newmyer said the agency also is working on a data initiative around drug overdoses and is looking at
making annual reports across its departments available in dashboard forms that are more accessible
to the public.
Partnership for a Healthy Lincoln already has begun charting maternal child health data for the state,
some of it by county, sourced from the CDC.
Rauner said making such data easily accessible allows people to see how their community is doing
on various health measures. It's also important in planning for health. 
"The data transparency needs to be out there," he said. "You can't provide good governance without
good data."
Huse said she plans to keep the Douglas County dashboard up at least through fall and winter,
depending on whether new COVID variants emerge and how well the new boosters work. The
department likely will keep providing some data until the virus settles into a more predictable
pattern, like influenza.
"That transparency is so important," she said.
Huse said she hopes to put additional county health metrics, such as elements of the community
health needs assessment that the agency conducts every few years, in a dashboard format.
"I hope people have more of an interest in the data," she said, "because it helps them understand a
little bit more where our priorities are ... and what's happening in the community they live in."
By Julie Anderson
 


GII: Hall County gets funding for new juvenile diversion
coordinator position


 
Hall County is being awarded $43,203 to partly provide for a newly-created juvenile diversion
alternative initiative coordinator position.
The position is expected to cost roughly $75,000 per year total.
Hall County Board of Commissioners approved creating the new position in June.
The award is significant, said Commissioner Karen Bredthauer.
It is the first time the Office of Violence Prevention has awarded grant funds outside of Omaha or
Lincoln, she said.
The position is needed.
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District Judges Arthur Wetzel and Alfred Corey have 560 juvenile cases per year, and in one day
heard 93 juvenile cases, where most juvenile court judges have about 250 per year, explained
Bredthauer.
Bredthauer was appointed to the OVP board by Gov. Pete Ricketts in August 2021.
She brought the OVP grant opportunity to the attention of County Attorney Marty Klein and the
grant was completed by Diversion Director Randy See.
The OVP grant was approved by the Nebraska Crime Commission.
The priority for funding is given to “projects that appear to have the greatest benefit to the state and
have goals to reduce street and gang violence, homicides and injuries by firearms,” said Bredthauer.
The JDAI program looks for alternatives for detaining juveniles.
The program is beneficial, Hall County Attorney Marty Klein told Commissioners in June.
“There’s significant research out there that tells us that juveniles, when taken out of their home,
have a worse outcome than when they are able to be maintained in their home,” he said. “It’s
almost as bad or worst when juveniles are taken out of their school setting.”
In the short-term, the coordinator will “develop relationships that will, in the long-term, have better
outcomes for juveniles,” said Klein.
The juvenile court system aims to help such youths achieve better outcomes so they can “learn from
the mistakes they make,” be rehabilitated, and become productive members of society, said Klein.
“I believe that translates to less pressure on our system, less detention costs, and an overall benefit
to Hall County both for the juveniles and every part of the system that these juveniles would
otherwise be touching if they were involved in the court system,” he said.
Klein told Commissioners on Aug. 30 that the county’s juvenile cases are not only growing in
number, but becoming more complex.
This is time-consuming for an office that is currently short-staffed.
“I believe this is a need based on the amount of work my folks are doing,” he told the board.
Bredthauer told The Independent she plans to pursue full funding for the position with OVP’s
upcoming grant cycle in March.
“If we can continue to get this from the Legislature, we can fund other projects in Hall County,” she
said, “but only if we can get people to write the grants.”
By Brandon Summers
 


OWH: $20 million project will turn methane into renewable
energy at Omaha wastewater plant


 
The City of Omaha is moving forward with a plan to turn human waste into green energy, and make
millions of dollars in the process.
With a $20 million investment approved last month, one of the city’s wastewater treatment plants
will increase its ability to turn the waste into renewable natural gas, also known as biogas.
The project will allow the city to profit off its biogas production and contribute to the renewable
energy market.
“It’s a big step for Omaha on climate initiatives and moving toward net zero emissions,” said David
Sykora, plant manager.







Since 1977, Omaha’s Papillion Creek Water Resource Recovery Facility has operated in Sarpy County
just north of where the Platte River meets the Missouri River.
Simply put, the plant’s purpose is to take dirty water and make it clean, Sykora said.
All day, every day, wastewater from thousands of homes is treated at the facility. The amount of
“dirty water” that flows to the plant each day could fill up to 100 Olympic-size swimming pools.
Water comes into the facility through a collection system and is separated by solids and liquids. Both
are stabilized and refined to state and federal standards before waste is turned into fertilizer for
farm fields and water is pumped to the Missouri River.
Jim Theiler, assistant public works director, compares the process to a “big human digestive system.”
“There are liquids and solids the plant disposes of, just like a human,” Theiler said.
And there are large amounts of methane, a powerful greenhouse gas.
For years, the facility has used the gas internally to heat the plant. Now, with the $20 million project,
the facility aims to capture more gas, refine it and sell it to Black Hills Energy.
In 2021, the plant produced enough electricity to power about 1,000 homes. Through the biogas
project, officials estimate that the renewable natural gas produced by the plant each year will be
enough to meet the yearly heating needs of 4,000 Nebraska households.
The City of Omaha has approved a nearly $20.2 million contract with All Purpose Construction to
build the infrastructure needed for the project, including an expansion and updates to the gas
pipeline and a biogas building. Sewer revenue bonds will be issued to help finance the project.
Facility leaders hope to have the project up and running by spring 2024.
Once in operation, the Public Works Department expects to see a profit of $4 million to $5 million
annually from the project — making the city’s investment back within five years.
The use of biogas as a sellable energy source by water treatment plants has gained popularity in
recent years, Theiler said.
The City of Lincoln in early 2021 completed its own biogas project in partnership with Black Hills
Energy and has since used the gas to produce vehicle fuel.
Lincoln’s project is estimated to generate $2.6 million each year, recouping the city’s project costs in
just over three years, according to Black Hills Energy.
Lincoln’s successful project is an example of what is possible in Omaha, Sykora said.
“To be one of the first places in Nebraska to take this step I think is pretty exciting,” Sykora said.
“There’s a lot of different options that this will provide the city of Omaha. We want to be a utility of
the future.”
By Jessica Wade
 


LJS: As overdoses plateau in Lincoln, will officials look to
harm reduction efforts touted elsewhere?


 
As overdose deaths have risen sharply across the United States in the past decade — rising
exponentially between 2015 and 2021, when the country topped 100,000 overdose deaths in a 12-
month period for the first time — state and local leaders have increasingly turned to harm reduction
efforts that have saved lives in other countries.
In Philadelphia, a nonprofit kicked off efforts in 2018 to open a safe-injection site — where people
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would be allowed to use illegal opioids under medical supervision to prevent fatal overdoses.
In Rhode Island, lawmakers greenlit a safe consumption pilot program last summer, becoming the
first state to legalize such institutions.
And across the county, syringe service programs — which allow access to and disposal of sterile
syringes — have been used to varying degrees for more than 30 years, debuting in the wake of the
HIV epidemic of the 1980s.
"Those are illegal in Nebraska," said Patrick Habecker, an assistant professor at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln whose research focuses broadly on rural drug use.
There is an exception to the state statute that governs the delivery of drug paraphernalia — a phrase
that encompasses syringes, pipes and the like — that prohibits the prosecution of pharmacists who
sell needles for the prevention of the spread of infectious diseases. That exception could allow for
pharmacies to operate a syringe program but does not expressly allow needles intended for drug use
to be exchanged.
The statute's existence is among initial roadblocks in bringing efforts such as consumption sites or
exchange programs to Lincoln, where 45 people died of drug overdoses in 2021, which followed 40
such deaths in 2020, according to police department data.
Last July, at the height of Lincoln's overdose crisis, local officials launched an awareness
campaign, warning of a local drug supply poisoned by fentanyl and touting the availability of Narcan,
an opioid overdose reversal drug that is now available for free at eight local pharmacies.
"We're always looking at avenues for harm reduction and what are best practices," said Pat Lopez,
the Lincoln-Lancaster County health director. "And we're gonna look at everything that's available
based on the data about what's happening in our community."
But as local overdoses have plateaued near last year's record numbers so far this year, Lopez
said Lincoln's overdose prevention coalition — an informal group of 20 agencies, care providers and
stakeholders — has focused on "systematic" early overdose education and prevention in a
partnership with local schools.
And though developments like the local Narcan rollout and the state's so-called "Good
Samaritan" law represent progress in Nebraska's larger conversation on harm reduction efforts, it's
unclear if state or city leaders are exploring the often controversial but effective steps being taken
elsewhere around the U.S.
"I wouldn't say that we're considering doing any of those things, but I wouldn't say that we would
not consider any of that, based on what we're seeing in the community," Lopez said. "I think it's our
responsibility to make the community aware of what's happening and what measures can be taken
to address that.
"These are health issues, and we don't want to see them turned into political issues. We want to be
able to address the health needs of our community."
Habecker, though, said the issues are inherently political, pointing to the statutory obstacles —
moveable only with political will — that stand between Nebraska and harm reduction.
"That's pretty much what all of these (programs) are aiming to do," Habecker said of harm reduction
efforts in play elsewhere. "They're not necessarily saying, 'How do we stop drug use?' They're saying,
'How do we stop people from dying from drug use?'
"And when you change that perspective, that's when people start looking at these options."
Habecker, who said he is not an advocate but would like to see fewer human lives lost as a result of
drug use, pointed to individual drug testing strips and community drug supply tests as less
controversial methods of harm reduction that are nonetheless not widely implemented in Nebraska.
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"So there's a lot of things that can be done and people are trying," he said. "Not a lot of it here."
Testing strips, he said, would allow drug users to individually check samples of their supply — be it of
cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine or otherwise — for substances such as fentanyl, which
contributed to five fatal overdoses in Lincoln last year.
And community supply tests would require organizations or government agencies to take samples of
seized or volunteered drugs, test them and release summary reports to the public indicating what is
and isn't present in the local drug supply, Habecker said.
The process — not currently practiced in Lincoln — used to be, said Topher Hansen, the CEO of
CenterPointe, an addiction and mental health treatment nonprofit.
"Ages and ages and ages ago, we would go out and test drugs through the state labs and then try
and tell people that gave us those (drugs) what it was so they could know about it," he said. "And if
was like, 'Oh, my God, that's PCP not LSD,' then they would avoid eating that, or something. That's a
harm reduction effort."
Hansen, who mentioned syringe exchange programs and safe consumption sites that have yielded
positive results abroad, said leaders in Nebraska's addiction and substance use circles are beginning
to have conversations about how to bring harm reduction initiatives to the state.
"But then we've got to change the laws in Nebraska to allow that," he said.
CenterPointe has applied for grant funding to bring a syringe and testing strip vending machine to
Lincoln, he said. The nonprofit did not receive the grant.
Even if the grant had been awarded to CenterPointe, its existence would have violated state
statute — a fact that Hansen said doesn't frustrate him, in part because he's used to it.
"It's sort of par for the course," he said. "When you're on the front edge of changing things, there
often are hurdles, and sometimes there is an old way of thinking about this that generated laws or
regulations or things like that.
"So it's not unusual that when you're in a changing environment that you run into some of that, and
you have to modify the environment to then allow that change to occur."
By Andrew Wegley
 


OWH: With dodgeball and burgers, the race for Nebraska's
2nd Congressional District heats up


 
Rep. Don Bacon is cooking and serving up small “Biden burgers.”
State Sen. Tony Vargas is walking through a children’s dodgeball game and warning things “are about
to get ugly.”
The candidates for Nebraska’s 2nd Congressional District have started airing their commercials on
local TV stations. Labor Day traditionally marks the start of a political season where campaigns work
to excite voters for Election Day and the 2nd District is no exception.
In recent days national Republican and Democratic groups have also started airing commercials
taking shots at Vargas and Bacon.
Bacon, the Republican incumbent, is seeking his fourth term in Congress. Vargas, his Democratic
opponent, has been elected to the Nebraska Legislature twice and served on the Omaha Public
Schools board.







The two men are vying to represent the 2nd District, which after redistricting was done last year now
includes Saunders County, western Sarpy County and all of Douglas County, including Omaha. It is
the state’s most competitive congressional district, with the latest voter registration figures showing
that Republicans outnumber Democrats by less than 9,000 voters. Registered voters who aren’t
affiliated with a party total more than 99,000.
Earlier this year, political observers said Bacon had many factors working in his favor. In the modern
era, the party that holds the White House has lost congressional seats in virtually every first-term
president’s first midterm election.
As recently as a few months ago, Republicans appeared poised for a dominant performance come
November. While still possible, local and national political observers said the landscape and
momentum have shifted.
“Things have been changing,” said Richard Witmer, a Creighton University political science professor.
Gas prices have dropped, President Joe Biden had a string of legislative victories on climate, health
care and gun violence and the Supreme Court decided in June to end abortion protections, which
has energized and motivated some voters.
“Big picture, I don’t think there’s a red wave coming, but I still think it looks like Republicans could
pick up some House seats,” said Randall Adkins, a political science professor at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. “And I’d say the Senate is 50/50.”
The shifting momentum also has some national observers changing their predictions about
Nebraska’s 2nd District race, which has a long history of competitive contests.
Last month the Cook Political Report, which rates congressional races, moved its ranking of the 2nd
District race from “likely Republican” to “toss up.” In explaining the change, Cook’s report cited
Bacon’s close elections in 2018 and 2020 and that his opponent in those races, Kara Eastman, may
have had “limited appeal” in the district compared to a more moderate Vargas.
Other outlets are still predicting a Bacon victory. Sabato’s Crystal Ball at the University of Virginia
Center for Politics, which also handicaps congressional races, lists the race as “leans Republican.”
Kyle Kondik, an analyst at the University of Virginia Center for Politics, said Democrats — some of
whom believe they could have flipped the 2nd District in 2018 if they had a different nominee — are
excited about Vargas.
Kondik said he thinks the 2nd District race is among a few dozen of the most competitive races for
the House.
Adkins said he doesn’t think the 2nd District race is among the country’s 20 most competitive races
but it could be just outside that. Adkins said Bacon and Vargas will have the resources, money and
national level support to run effective campaigns.
Already national figures have come to Omaha to support their candidates.
Last month House Minority Whip Steve Scalise visited Bacon and House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer
made an appearance for Vargas.
Bacon and Vargas have agreed to two debates in October, but arguments over legislative records are
already underway.
The Vargas campaign put out a press release claiming Bacon lied to voters in his first TV commercial.
In the ad, Bacon’s wife, Angie, said she was especially proud that her husband “capped insulin prices
at $35 a month.”
Bacon was one of 12 Republicans to vote for a bill in the House that would’ve capped insulin prices,
but the measure was blocked by Senate Republicans.
Under the Inflation Reduction Act, which President Biden signed into law last month, the cost of
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insulin for patients on Medicare will be capped at $35 a month starting in January. Bacon voted
against the Inflation Reduction Act.
In a statement after the vote, Bacon took issue with several aspects of the bill, including the $80
billion investment in the IRS over the next 10 years.
“This reckless and partisan bill is bad for Nebraska families, bad for Nebraska businesses, and bad for
America’s energy sector,” Bacon said.
Witmer and Adkins said they expect the Supreme Court decision on abortion will play a big role in
the race.
Bacon has said he “will always fight to defend the right to life.” In the past he has not supported
abortion except to save the life of the mother and has sought federal restrictions.
Vargas has said he believes decisions a woman makes about her body are personal and “politicians
have no place telling her what she can and cannot do.” Vargas voted against a bill in the Legislature
that would have primed Nebraska to ban all abortions when the Supreme Court struck down Roe v.
Wade.
Adkins said for the average voter the 2nd District race hasn’t really started yet, but voters will start
to see things heat up.
“This is the thing about the 2nd District, it leans Republican just a little bit, and the Republican,
doesn’t matter who the Republican is, they’re never going to be able to take this district lightly,”
Adkins said. “This is one of the more competitive districts in the country.”
By Emily Nitcher
 


Nebraska Examiner: Lone Nebraska official on Oath Keepers’
membership list ‘very surprised’


 
LINCOLN — The lone Nebraska official named as part of a deep dive into the leaked membership lists
of the far-right Oath Keepers militia group said Friday he was “very surprised” to be the only person
named from the state.
Larry Langer, who is a member of the village board in Alvo, a small village midway between Omaha
and Lincoln, said he quit the organization six or seven years ago because of some egotistical leaders,
but he said he remains committed to the mission of the organization.
The mission, according to Langer, is to remind police officers and military members that their first
obligation is to defend the U.S. Constitution.
“I used to belong to them, and damned proud to do it,” he said. “It appears that the Oath Keepers
have veered off their mission, at least some of them. That’s the reason we got out of it.”
Langer rejected descriptions of the Oath Keepers as “anti-government,” “extremist” or a “terrorist
group.”
‘No radicalism,’ former member says
“These were good people, and people who cared about their community,” he said. “There was no
radicalism. If you were radical, you were kicked out.”
The Nebraska Examiner reached out to Langer after the Anti-Defamation League Center on
Extremism, a Jewish organization that opposes anti-Semitism and other forms of bias, issued a
report that hundreds of people named on Oath Keepers membership lists nationwide were current







or former elected officials, military members and law enforcement officers.
The ADL described the Oath Keepers as an “an anti-government extremist group associated with the
militia movement.” The Southern Law Poverty Center, which tracks extremist groups, calls the Oath
Keepers “one of the largest far-right antigovernment groups in the U.S. today.”
Some charged with seditious conspiracy
The organization has been in headlines recently after at least 26 of its members were arrested in
connection with the violent Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol.
Twelves of those Oath Keepers, including its founder, Stewart Rhodes, face one of the most serious
charges: seditious conspiracy, for attempting to block congressional confirmation of the 2020
presidential election.
Oath Keepers were also involved in the 2014 Bundy Ranch armed standoff against the Bureau of
Land Management. Armed Oath Keepers roamed the streets during the unrest in 2014 and 2015 in
Ferguson, Missouri — an action that Langer said protected businesses in Ferguson.
In 2016, a message on the Oath Keepers’ website stated that there would be “outright civil war” if
Hillary Clinton was elected.
The ADL issued its report after digging through leaked membership lists obtained by a journalism
collective, Distributed Denial of Secrets.
The ADL said it found 234 Nebraskans on the membership lists among about 38,000 Oath Keepers
members nationwide, but it emphasized that those listed may no longer be members, never were
members or might have joined without knowing exactly what the organization was about.
Of those Nebraskans, the report identified one person as an elected official, one member of the
military, two involved in law enforcement and four first responders.
The initial report did not name any of those eight members, and an ADL spokesman said they were
not revealing names of “rank-and-file officers since they are not public/elected officials.”
The lone Nebraska who fit the description of being in a position of trust, such as elective office,
police chief or sheriff, was Langer.
Tire pile controversy
Langer has made headlines himself in recent months. He was part of a tire recycling operation in
Alvo that was the subject of months of complaints. The operation was ordered by state
environmental and fire regulators to clean up its enormous pile of tens of thousands of scrap tires
because they posed both a health hazard and a fire threat. The pile had grown to more than twice
the size allowed by the state.
Langer blamed the problems on a shortage of truck drivers and because he was suffering from
cancer. A recall effort was launched against village board members, which Langer survived (while
another board member did not).
The pile was recently deemed cleaned up, about a year after Langer sold his part of the operation to
his son.
When contacted Friday about the Oath Keepers, Langer said he was surprised that he was the only
person named. He said the vice president of the organization when he was a member was a
Nebraskan, though that person wasn’t an elected official or law enforcement executive.
Langer said he didn’t know whether other members of the group, when he was involved, were
elected officials or heads of police or sheriff’s departments. But he said many of the members in the
webinars he attended were current or former law enforcement officers and former or active duty
military.
Those groups have been targets of recruiting by the Oath Keepers, according to the ADL, which says
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the organization wants to assure that the military and police would resist, as unconstitutional,
government orders that they fear could actually occur, such as mass confiscation of guns.
May have ‘gotten radical’
Langer described the military and police as being the only chance to “preserve our country.”
He said he belonged to the Oath Keepers for only four or five months and said the organization may
have “gotten radical” in recent years.
Langer said that he and others quit the group because some members seemed to be involved “to
bolster their own ego” instead of to focus on the group’s purpose.
He added that despite leaving the Oath Keepers, he is continuing to do what that organization had
done — train people on firearms use and survival techniques. The training, done at a former missile
base along U.S. Highway 34 near Alvo, includes how to skin a deer, can food and purify water, Langer
said.
“The electricity might not run forever,” he said.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Broadband internet


 
A recent article, “Nebraska plans to devote nearly $200 million to expand broadband internet
access,” provided an excellent example of how our representative democracy currently functions,
and it is not a favorable one. Nebraska will spend $200 million to provide broadband, described by
our governor as “basic infrastructure that is crucial to improving the lives of residents and the state
as a whole,” in the two Congressional districts whose representatives — Republicans Smith and
Fortenberry — voted against the funding that makes it possible.
Can anyone explain what prompts our elected representatives and officials to feel the need to so
clearly vote against the interests of their own constituents? The only one I can think of is that the
people who elect them, in both cases overwhelmingly, aren’t their real constituents. Does anyone
have a different explanation?
James Regan, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 9/11: Students suffer amid tenor, topics getting
attention


 
You could forgive a student for being a little confused.
In the classroom, they’re still getting a healthy dose of the three Rs, but outside it swirls controversy
and conflict over an alphabet soup of issues.
The headlines reflect deep divides in what children need to know about health and sex education,
what books should -- and should not -- be available in school libraries, how issues like equity and
diversity should be addressed.
If you were a kid going to school, it would be hard not to imagine that sex, gender and cultural
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politics were the most important aspects of education. That certainly seems to what has the adults'
attention.
How we educate the next generation is of vital importance. There are legitimate issues that need to
be settled. But there are issues where the debate is less about problem-solving and more about
political grandstanding.
Culture wars in education won’t end anytime soon. There are factions which  benefit by making sure
of that.
For the sake of our children, though, we shouldn't focus on the loudest voices but rather on the
wisest. The discourse -- from both sides of the cultural divide -- isn't exactly civil much of the time.
There are, certainly, important questions to be decided on these topics.
That will require discussion, but not to the exclusion of the real basics of education. 
The squeaky wheel gets the grease, but if all your attention is focused on the squeaky wheel, pretty
soon the rest of the cart is in disrepair.
The daily business of education -- teachers supporting students, administrators and school boards
supporting teachers, educators and parents supporting each other and taxpayers supporting the
whole system -- shouldn't be derailed by fights over a book that might be sitting on a library shelf or
false perceptions of what is being taught in the classroom.
Caught in the cultural crossfire, students are watching and wondering what all this conflict has to do
with chemistry or calculus, English or econ. And students are learning -- by example -- how grownups
tackle important issues.
The larger community, in particular property owners who pay the lion’s share of their taxes to
support public schools and parents who understand that the culture war issues are only a very thin
slice of educational life, needs  to send a different message to students and teachers.
That message should be one of continuing support for broad efforts to prepare students
educationally and socially for success. And that involves a lot more than what seems to be getting all
the attention these days.  
 


AP: Unions blast rail move to delay shipments before
deadline


 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The heads of the nation’s two largest rail unions said Sunday that the freight
railroads’ move to begin delaying some shipments ahead of this week’s looming strike deadline is
only an attempt to get shippers to increase the pressure on Congress to intervene and block a work
stoppage by imposing a contract on workers.
The heads of the unions that represent engineers and conductors — the Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and
Transportation Workers — Transportation Division union and the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers and Trainmen union — issued a joint statement blasting the move, which the railroads
announced late Friday. A strike or lockout won’t be allowed until this coming Friday, but the
railroads appear to be bracing for one by saying they would begin curtailing shipments of hazardous
materials and other chemicals on Monday to ensure carloads of those dangerous products won’t be
stranded along the tracks if the trains stop moving.
“The railroads are using shippers, consumers, and the supply chain of our nation as pawns in an







effort to get our unions to cave into their contract demands knowing that our members would never
accept them. Our unions will not cave into these scare tactics, and Congress must not cave into what
can only be described as corporate terrorism,” said Jeremy Fergunson with SMART-TD and Dennis
Pierce with the BLET union.
Those two unions have been demanding that CSX, Union Pacific, BNSF, Norfolk Southern, Kansas City
Southern and the other railroads go beyond the proposed deal recommended by a group of
arbitrators President Joe Biden appointed. They want them to address concerns about strict
attendance policies that they say make it hard to take any time off and increasing workloads after
the railroads cut nearly one-third of their workforces in recent years.
The railroad trade group has said there’s no way trucks can pick up the slack if the railroads stop
moving because roughly 467,000 additional trucks a day would be needed to handle all the cargo
trains haul and there is already a shortage of truck drivers.
Five of the 12 railroad unions that together represent 115,000 workers had already
reached tentative agreements based on the Presidential Emergency Board’s recommendations that
will deliver 24% raises and $5,000 in bonuses over a five-year contract that’s retroactive to 2020.
The coalition negotiating on behalf of the railroads announced three more tentative agreements
Sunday, so deals covering roughly 45,000 workers have now been announced. Members of the
unions with tentative deals still have to vote on them.
If the two sides can’t agree on a deal by the end of the week, Congress is expected to step in to block
a strike because of the dire economic consequences if a strike happens because so many businesses
rely on railroads to deliver their raw materials and finished products. The Association of American
Railroads trade group put out a report last week estimating that the economy would take a $2 billion
a day hit if the trains stop moving and passenger traffic would be disrupted nationwide because
Amtrak and many commuter railroads use tracks owned by the freight railroads.
A spokeswoman for the trade group said Sunday that railroads had to take action to prepare for the
possibility of a work stoppage because the deadline is so close, but the industry remains committed
to trying to negotiate agreements with its unions.
“Operational changes required to prepare for a safe, orderly suspension were delayed as long as
possible. With less than a week away from a potential service interruption, carriers are obligated to
take appropriate actions to prepare, which include making plans for handling HAZMAT shipments, as
well as other freight that may be impacted if service must be reduced or stopped,” the AAR
spokeswoman said.
Already, a number of trade groups representing railroad shippers have urged lawmakers to be
prepared to block a strike. A coalition of 31 agricultural groups sent a letter to Congress last week,
and the Fertilizer Institute trade group joined the chorus of concerned shippers Saturday because
shipments of ammonia and other fertilizers will be delayed.
“Supply chains are already strained and there is currently zero elasticity in rail transportation,” TFI
President and CEO Corey Rosenbusch said. “This situation will get exponentially worse every day
there is no resolution.”
He said more than half of all fertilizer is hauled by railroads. More than 75% of all finished vehicles
are taken from factories to dealerships by train, and countless other products move by rail.
The railroad trade group said that a single railcar can carry up to 2,000 UPS packages, or enough
plastic pellets to make some two million two-liter bottles.
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AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Aug 2022 7.09 44.00 08:12
Corn Oct 2022 6.60 -5.00 08:12
Milo Aug 2022 6.30 -35.00 08:12
Milo Oct 2022 6.05 -60.00 08:12
Soybeans Aug 2022 13.73 -45.00 08:10
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.53 -65.00 08:10
Wheat Aug 2022 8.12 -75.00 08:08
Wheat Jul 2023 7.98 -80.00 07:59
 
TV and Radio
NTV: State Fair: Governor Pete Ricketts
NCN: Slama, Herbster court case moving to October
NPM: ‘It’s not for everyone.’ How Midwestern states tempt tourists with unpretentious getaways
 
Governor
GII: NEBRASKA STATE FAIR: Ricketts meets with fairgoers, local business owners
AP: Director of Nebraska prisons system announces retirement
LJS: Rural health care challenges confront next Legislature
LJS: Will there be sports wagering in Nebraska anytime soon? Don't bet on it
 
Agency
LJS: Exclusive: Inmates say Patrick Schroeder killed himself on Nebraska's death row
Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska Attorney General now says he’ll explore whether the state was a
victim of fraud in Saint Francis contract
OWH: Nebraska lawmaker seeks investigation of possible fraud by former child welfare contractor
OWH: Nebraska child welfare system taking alternative approach with more troubled families
OWH: Newly approved Nebraska math standards put greater emphasis on data, statistics
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Updated COVID boosters begin to roll out in Omaha; old boosters no longer available
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Meatpacking workers, advocates describe 'dehumanizing' conditions in Nebraska plants
OWH: Cancer tops heart disease as top cause of death in Nebraska
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Flatwater Free Press: Skyrocketing absenteeism in Nebraska schools worries teachers, hampers
learning
OWH: Nebraska not moving to penalize companies for climate change policies
Nebraska Examiner: Prairie preservationists mourn loss of virgin prairie at Google data center site
OWH: Top Republican on House Veterans Affairs Committee tours Omaha VA hospital
AP: US election conspiracies find fertile ground in conferences
OWH: Court hearing in Herbster v. Slama lawsuit postponed for second time
Nebraska Examiner: Former Republican Wright could join Nebraska governor’s race as nonpartisan
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Student journalists' press freedoms attacked by school officials
OWH Midlands Voices: When it comes to the climate, if we’re not part of the solution, we’re part of
the problem
OWH Midlands Voices: Response to Omaha Archdiocese’s policy on human sexuality for Catholic
schools
OWH Midlands Voices: This Labor Day, remember that we all do better when we all do better
OWH Midlands Voices: Home visitors helped me turn my life around and helped me be a better
parent
OWH Public Pulse


1. Chemical questions
2. Heart-touching titles
3. Yes to Pillen
4. Voting quandary


LJS Letters
1. Much room for improvement
2. Decide it on the field
3. Facing climate change
4. Belief can't force action


 
National/Federal
Philadelphia Inquirer: Getting SNAP shoppers online is a win for food security and superstores. For
corner stores and bodegas, not so much
AP: States’ plans to make school safer reflect political divides
 


GII: NEBRASKA STATE FAIR: Ricketts meets with fairgoers,
local business owners


 
Gov. Pete Ricketts visited the Nebraska State Fair Friday.
Through the day Ricketts toured the fairgrounds, met with fairgoers, visited with business owners
and dined with the Nebraska Cattlemen’s Association.
“The State Fair as always is great,” Ricketts told The Independent. “It’s an opportunity to be able to
highlight our state’s No. 1 industry, agriculture. We’ve got beautiful weather. It’s going to be a great
day.”







An absolute must for the governor while at the fair is visiting the Beef Pit, he shared.
“The Beef Pit is always a must-do. You’ve got to get to the Beef Pit,” he said. “And I’ve got to go find
pork belly on a stick. I’ve got to track that one down!”
An advocate for “Buy Nebraska,” Ricketts said the State Fair is a great showcase for the state’s many
products.
“You see a lot of Nebraska vendors around here,” he said. “There’s also a lot of craftspeople. You
have woodworkers, people who are quilting, bakers. You have so many people who bring their
unique talents to the State Fair. It’s a great chance to be able to connect with them, and really get
great Nebraska products.”
Nebraska State Fair particularly highlights the state’s great agriculture, said Ricketts.
“It gives people an opportunity to see what great care our producers take of the land and their
animals,” he said. “This is a big deal for the producers who bring their animals in. These young
people get to show off what they’ve been able to do over the course of the year.”
It is also an opportunity for people who don’t have that connection to the farm or ranch to be able
to make that connection, said Ricketts.
“My mom grew up on a farm, so I remember when I was growing up we would go to grandpa’s farm,
but my kids don’t have that experience,” he said. “More and more Nebraskans don’t have that direct
connection to agriculture. This is an opportunity for them to see what it means to be an agricultural
producer, what they do, what’s their lifestyle, how they raise the animals.”
He added, “Food doesn’t come from a store. It comes from the hard work of our producers here in
the state.”
Nebraska Cattlemen Association Board President Brenda Masek said the day’s lunch with Ricketts
went very well.
“Usually the governor always takes a day to come to the State Fair, to the Beef Pit here, and eat with
us,” she said.
Masek applauded Ricketts’ efforts on behalf of Nebraska’s producers.
“We’ve been very, very pleased with the work he’s done for agriculture in this state over the last
eight years,” she said. “He’s taught himself about agriculture. Being from big business, not coming
from an agriculture background, he has really understood what the major economic engine in this
state is.”
The Beef Pit is receiving many visitors this year, said Masek.
“We were 200 sandwiches ahead for yesterday, which is really good,” she said. “The last few years,
with COVID and all the setbacks it’s been pretty slim for the Beef Pit and everything in the state fair.
This year is looking good.”
To see the Nebraska State Fair gatebook and daily schedules, visit statefair.org/gatebook-daily-
schedules.
By Brandon Summers
 


AP: Director of Nebraska prisons system announces
retirement


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Department of Correctional Services Director Scott Frakes, who has
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headed the state’s embattled prison system for the past seven years, has announced he is resigning
effective next month.
The announcement was made Thursday in a news release, and Frakes said his last day will be Oct. 7.
State Fire Marshal Chris Cantrell also announced in the same release his resignation, effective Oct.
14. Gov. Pete Ricketts will announce interim directors to serve in both offices.
Frakes was appointed by Ricketts to the post in early 2015 to help fix high-profile problems in the
state’s prison system, but has struggled in the years since with chronic prison overcrowding and staff
shortages. He had been on the job less than three months when a prisoner revolt broke out at the
state’s maximum security prison in Tecumseh that left two prisoners dead and two others and two
staff members injured.
Frakes also received blistering criticism from state lawmakers and others later that year for spending
more than $54,000 on foreign-made lethal injection drugs the state never received because the
federal government declared them illegal and blocked their importation.
 


LJS: Rural health care challenges confront next Legislature


 
The health care challenge in rural Nebraska is growing more critical for its aging residents.
During the past three years, 46 long-term care facilities in Nebraska have closed and most of them
were in small rural towns, Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon pointed out in his latest weekly legislative
update. 
Seventy-five percent of Nebraska's 71 rural hospitals "utterly depend on Medicare or Medicaid
funding to keep the doors open," the senator said.
Several counties in western Nebraska have the highest percentage in the state of people 65 and
older who are living alone, Brewer noted.
"In the Sandhills communities there is an acute shortage of licensed practical nurses," he says.  "This
causes a much higher nurse-to-patient ratio than found in any other part of the state."
All of that no doubt is an impetus for older rural Nebraskans to move into larger communities where
quality health care can be immediately accessed.
That certainly must be one factor in Lincoln's dramatic growth as the city approaches 300,000.  The
2020 census pegged population of Lincoln's metropolitan area at 340,217 now.
"Historically, life in western Nebraska has always come with hardship," Brewer said.
But growing rural health care challenges are an issue that needs to be addressed when the next
session of the Legislature convenes in January, he said.
                                                  *   *   *
Mikhail Gorbachev, a towering historic figure.
He really, truly, actually changed the world.
How many leaders can say that?
Gorbachev is far more appreciated in America than in Russia today because of the collapse of the
Soviet Union on his watch. Vladimir Putin is trying to recapture Ukraine today.  
I wonder who the United States would have sent to Gorbachev's funeral if the invasion of Ukraine
had not shut down the U.S.-Russian relationship.
That would have been a challenging diplomatic decision, one that would have called for some
restraint.
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Former presidents? Under today's circumstances, probably not. 
Gorbachev came to Lincoln in 2002 to address the E. N. Thompson Forum on World Issues at the
Lied Center.
And he left with an honorary degree from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln that was awarded to
him by Chancellor Harvey Perlman during the event. 
The crowd passed on a unique opportunity to chant "Go Big Red."
Open and engaging, Gorbachev told an amusing tale about how Russian citizens became increasingly
annoyed by the long lines they had to endure to purchase retail goods during the challenging
economic times while he was in charge.
Perhaps especially so when he placed a limit on alcohol.
Infuriated by the long line he had to wait in to purchase vodka, Gorbachev said, one Russian angrily
left and vowed to go immediately to the Kremlin and kill Gorbachev.
When he returned home much later that day, the exasperated man said he had failed to get the job
done because that line was even longer, Gorbachev said, completing the joke at his own expense.
Summing up his career, Gorbachev said: "I took the blows and I continued with my policy." 
Sounds like Sinatra: "I did it my way."
                                                   *   *   *
Finishing up: 
* Nebraska Democrats have changed the name of their Morrison-Exon fundraising dinner
celebration to the Kerrey-Nelson Gala in honor of Nebraska's most recent Democratic governors and
U.S. senators. This year's event will be held in Omaha on Oct. 14.
* Two debates have been scheduled between the House candidates in Nebraska's sharply
competitive 2nd District.  Republican Rep. Don Bacon and state Sen. Tony Vargas, the Democratic
nominee, will meet in a traditional Omaha Press Club lunch hour debate on Oct. 13 and then on Oct.
16 at a 6 p.m. debate hosted by KETV.
* Cameron the celebrity cat has returned to his Capitol neighborhood home after an unexpected
overnight at the Humane Society.  He's presumably ready to preside once again over his Capitol
domain where he generously makes himself available for personal attention -- until someone else
shows up with treats.
* The scheduled October departure of Scott Frakes as director of the state's Department of
Correctional Services opens up one of the most important and sensitive leadership posts in state
government with Gov. Pete Ricketts positioned to make the appointment of a new prisons director
prior to the arrival of a new governor in January.
* Great story in Sunday's newspaper by Jenna Thompson about the ongoing plight of meatpacking
workers in Nebraska. The heavily immigrant workforce is vital to the state's ag-powered economy.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Will there be sports wagering in Nebraska anytime
soon? Don't bet on it


 
Nebraska's first racetrack casino is poised to open later this month in Lincoln.
The temporary WarHorse Casino set up in the horse racing simulcast building at Lincoln Race Course







will have 433 slot machines. It won't have table games, though, as officials say there isn't enough
room.
Another thing it won't have is sports betting.
The gambling ballot measures that gained overwhelming support from Nebraska voters in November
2020 not only authorized casinos in the state, they also opened the door to betting on sporting
events.
And when the Legislature in spring 2021 established the framework for casino gambling in the state,
the law included provisions for sports betting.
But while rules for casino gaming were finalized earlier this year, the rule-making process for sports
betting hasn't even begun.
Tom Sage, director of the Nebraska Racing and Gaming Commission, said sports betting will go
through a separate rule-making process before the commission, just like casino gaming did.
That means a public hearing and commission vote, followed by a review by the state Attorney
General's office and approval by the governor's office.
Sage said proposed rules for sports betting have been created and the industry was allowed to
analyze them and make comments and suggestions. Those comments have been addressed, and the
rules are tentatively scheduled to go before the Racing and Gaming Commission for a public hearing
Oct. 21.
It took about five months for casino rules to be approved by the governor after the Racing and
Gaming Commission voted on them in December, so if the process takes the same amount of time,
that would mean sports betting rules could be in place by March or April of next year.
Sage declined to speculate on whether the timeline for approval will be the same, shorter or longer
than it was for casino gambling.
The timeline means that at best, sports wagering will be available in Nebraska about 2 1/2 years
after voters approved it.
Contrast that to Kansas, where sports betting began Thursday, just a few months after the state
legislature approved it.
But Kansas had a couple of advantages over Nebraska. One, it already has casinos, so it didn't have
to create new rules for gambling. Two, the Kansas law allows mobile sports betting.
The Nebraska Legislature chose to require that all sports betting occur in person at Nebraska
casinos, which Sage said is "the biggest reason" that it's taken so long for sports betting to get going
in Nebraska.
Because all betting must occur in person in a casino, there was no reason to craft rules for sports
betting until there were casinos in the state, he said.
"We could have had sports wagering rules (already), but we would have had no place to have sports
wagering," Sage said.
Whenever the rules for sports betting are approved, WarHorse will be ready to take bets.
"The moment that sports betting is approved in the state of Nebraska, we will offer it," said Lynne
McNally, CEO of the Nebraska Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association, which is
partnering to open the WarHorse Casinos in Lincoln and Omaha.
McNally said sports betting will be added to the temporary casino in Lincoln once it becomes
available. A temporary casino is not scheduled to open in Omaha until late in 2023, so it will likely
have sports betting from the start.
It's not clear yet what the plans are at Fonner Park, which hopes to have a temporary casino open in
Grand Island by Thanksgiving.







Sharon Haselhoff, a regional vice president with Elite Casino Resorts, Fonner's partner in the casino,
said the company operates sports books at casinos in Iowa and Colorado and plans on having one in
Grand Island "in accordance with the rule-making by the commission."
"We are awaiting to see what the final rules will be for sports wagering," she said.
McNally said she appreciated Gov. Pete Ricketts' timely approval of the casino rules once they had
been voted on by the commission and vetted by the attorney general.
"So I'm hoping the process goes as quickly for sports betting," she said.
Depending on the timing, it's likely it will be a new governor, either Republican Jim Pillen or
Democrat Carol Blood, who makes that decision.
One thing that will need to be clarified through the rule-making process is what steps casinos will
have to take to add sports betting once the rules are approved.
Sage said he believes it could be a simple process that involves an administrative approval by his
office, or commission members could decide they want to approve each sports betting operation.
By Matt Olberding
 


LJS: Exclusive: Inmates say Patrick Schroeder killed himself
on Nebraska's death row


 
Fellow inmates say death row inmate Patrick Schroeder killed himself Monday, after attempting
suicide earlier this month. 
The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services confirmed the 45-year-old's death at the
Tecumseh State Correctional Institution in a news release. 
But it declined to provide any details of his death, saying the cause hadn't yet been determined and
that a grand jury would later be called to review it. 
In emails from death row, John Lotter and Aubrey Trail confirmed that a week or two prior to his
death Schroeder had cut his wrist and arm with a razor deeply enough to nick an artery and require
several stitches. 
Lotter said Schroeder was returned to his cell on death row within two days, with only a razor
restriction. He thinks Schroeder shouldn't have been returned so soon, given his frame of mind.
Early Monday, Lotter woke at about 1:30 a.m. to the sound of a correctional officer hitting
Schroeder's cell door and calling out his name. When he didn't get a response, the guard called on
the radio to have his cell, D11, opened, he said.
Soon after, Lotter said he heard what sounded like CPR being administered to Schroeder. A few
minutes later, Schroeder was wheeled past Lotter's cell with a guard still doing CPR on him. But it
was clear he was already dead, Lotter said. 
Lotter said he heard later that Schroeder hung himself with a sheet.
Trail said prison officials kept Schroeder in the mental health unit for less than 24 hours.
"And then this," he said. "Everybody here is just like 'WTF,' He still had the stitches in his arm from
last attempt."
Johnson County Attorney Rick Smith, who was appointed to be a county court judge two weeks ago,
said Schroeder's death remains under investigation, so he couldn't predict when a grand jury may be
called to review it. 







Doug Koebernick, Inspector General of the Nebraska Correctional System, said the prison notified his
office the day of Schroeder's death and his office started its own investigation. 
Unlike a grand jury, which looks at whether criminal charges should be filed against anyone in
connection with the death, the inspector general's office will be focused on Schroeder's death, the
events that surrounded it and whether staff followed prison policies. 
"If you're on death row or not, everyone should be treated the same," Koebernick said. 
Schroeder is the fifth death row inmate in 15 years to die while awaiting execution by the state. 
Arthur Gales, 55, died last year of cancer. In 2015, Michael Ryan, 66, died of natural causes. David
Dunster, 56, died of a health-related issue in 2011, and Roger Bjorklund, 39, of a heart attack in
2006.
Eleven men remain on Nebraska's death row.
Suzanne Gage, a spokeswoman for the Nebraska Attorney General's Office, said each of the 11
inmates are at various stages of state and federal court challenges to their death sentences.
And the Supreme Court previously has ruled that an execution warrant cannot be issued when there
are pending court challenges by a death row inmate.
When asked last week if the prison has been actively seeking the drug protocol needed to carry out
an execution here, spokeswoman Laura Strimple said it is the responsibility of the state Corrections
Department to carry out the order of the court, "which includes continuing to pursue procuring the
necessary substances."
She did not elaborate where the prison is in the process. 
Nebraska's last execution occurred in 2018, when Carey Dean Moore, 60, was put to death for the
1979 deaths of Omaha cab drivers Reuel Van Ness Jr. and Maynard Helgeland.
He had been on death row 38 years.
Schroeder had been 11 years into a life sentence for the killing of 75-year-old Pawnee City farmer
Kenny Albers when on April 15, 2017, he strangled his cellmate, Terry Berry, because Berry wouldn't
stop talking.
Schroeder pleaded guilty to the crime and didn't fight the death sentence.
By Lori Pilger
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska Attorney General now says
he’ll explore whether the state was a victim of fraud in Saint
Francis contract


 
LINCOLN – Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson indicated Friday he will evaluate the state’s
legal options in pursuing funds that may have been fraudulently spent via the state’s contract with a
Kansas foster care provider.
Peterson responded to a request by State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha to explore whether
Saint Francis Ministries defrauded the State of Nebraska during its failed child welfare contract.
Contract ended
The state severed its contract with Saint Francis in December 2021, after the organization failed to
fulfill its obligations to 2,500 foster children it oversaw in eastern Nebraska. The failure came despite







an additional $110 million in emergency funding from the state.
The request Thursday by Cavanaugh, who has led criticism of the contract with Kansas-based Saint
Francis, comes on the heels of revelations by Kansas Reflector.
Kansas Reflector recently reported the FBI moved to seize assets of a subcontractor of Saint Francis,
WMK Research, and its owner, William Whymark, after it was discovered that Whymark had
submitted millions of dollars of fraudulent invoices to Saint Francis. The invoices inflated Whymark’s
expenses as well as the information technology work he claimed to have performed.
Cavanaugh said Nebraska, in the interest of its taxpayers, needs to explore if it was also a victim of
fraud and whether it should be pursuing reimbursement of funds it spent.
Appreciates response
The senator said she appreciated the response from the attorney general.
“They gave me a response fairly quickly,” Cavanaugh said Friday. “I’m hopeful that means they agree
that there’s something worth looking into.”
A spokeswoman for Peterson had declined to comment on Thursday.
But in an email to Cavanaugh on Friday, Peterson said he would “sit down with a team of lawyers to
evaluate our legal options” based on the recent information.
Cavanaugh said it’s particularly important that the Attorney General’s Office explore this issue
before Peterson, who did not seek reelection, leaves office in January.
Saint Francis sues
Saint Francis, the largest foster care provider in Kansas, has sued its former leadership, alleging they
hid the misspending of millions of dollars from its board of directors.
Federal investigators, in court documents, have identified nearly $11 million in billing to Sant Francis
as probably fraudulent.
Saint Francis Ministries has taken issue with an Aug. 12 story by Kansas Reflector, calling portions of
it “inaccurate” and “false.” But Saint Francis would not, when asked, identify specific statements in
question.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmaker seeks investigation of possible
fraud by former child welfare contractor


 
LINCOLN — A Nebraska lawmaker wants a state probe of allegedly fraudulent dealings within the
Kansas-based nonprofit that formerly managed Omaha-area child welfare cases.
State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha sent a letter Thursday to Nebraska Attorney General
Doug Peterson, asking him to take action on behalf of Nebraska taxpayers and the child welfare
system.
Specifically, she requested that Peterson file a legal motion requiring that St. Francis Ministries, the
organization’s former CEO Robert Smith and the information technology company WMK Research
preserve any evidence related to St. Francis’ contract with Nebraska.
She also requested that he ask the Nebraska State Patrol to launch an investigation into Nebraska’s
dealings with the three entities.
St. Francis Ministries won a five-year, $197 million contract from the Nebraska Department of Health
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and Human Services to oversee the care of abused and neglected children in Douglas and Sarpy
Counties in July 2019 after bidding 40% less than the previous contractor.
But the Kansas entity’s tenure was troubled from the start. Costs escalated, while the agency never
met caseload standards set by Nebraska law and continually fell short on other contract
requirements. In December 2021, Nebraska officials announced an early termination of the contract.
The nonprofit’s financial problems began surfacing in October 2020, when its two officials were
removed following a whistleblower’s report. An internal investigation into financial mismanagement
followed.
Among other things, the investigation reported a “potential conflict of interest” between Smith and
Bill Whymark, the president of WMK Research of Mount Kisco, New York. The report said Whymark
had been hired to write a new suite of software for the agency but that no software had been
delivered in a year.
The investigation also said said that Whymark billed for an “improbable amount of time” and that
Smith spent a few minutes or less to review thousands of dollars of invoices from him.
Last month, the Kansas Reflector reported that federal prosecutors had moved to seize $700,000 in
a civil asset forfeiture case alleging that Whymark had defrauded St. Francis by submitting falsified
invoices.
According to the online news outlet, an FBI agent said in court filings that there was probable cause
to believe Whymark engaged in a multiyear scheme netting $10.73 million from St. Francis
Ministries.
Cavanaugh cited those reports in her request to the attorney general. She said she was “specifically
concerned over the fact that Nebraska was also defrauded by St. Francis Ministries, but we have not
taken an action to recoup those monies.”
The Attorney General’s Office declined to comment on the letter. St. Francis did not respond to a
request for comment.
HHS records show that Nebraska paid St. Francis a total of $175 million for managing cases from
October 2019 through April 2022.
That includes $28 million paid during the transition back to state case management and payments
made under an emergency contract signed in January 2021. The 25-month, $147.3 million contract
replaced the first contract and erased the original 40% cost difference.
Nebraska officials signed the emergency contract after then-interim St. Francis CEO William
Clark said the nonprofit could not continue operating without increased reimbursement.
He said the agency expected to lose about $27 million in its first full year on the Nebraska contract.
He also said the entity had used $10 million from contracts with the State of Kansas to cover
shortfalls in the Nebraska contract.
He blamed the recently removed leaders for underbidding the Nebraska contract, which led to a
financial crisis within the nonprofit.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Nebraska child welfare system taking alternative
approach with more troubled families
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LINCOLN — The situation sounded bad. Children missing school day after day. Roaches crawling
throughout the home. Parents wary and uncooperative with the child welfare worker who showed
up at their door.
It could have resulted in the Lincoln parents being charged with child abuse and neglect, their
children being removed from home, and the court ordering the parents to meet several
requirements to get their kids back and end state oversight.
That’s been the usual approach to child abuse and neglect cases in Nebraska.
But in this case, state officials used a different, less adversarial approach called “alternative
response.” Under that approach, the child welfare worker learned enough about the family to feel
confident the children were safe, then offered to help the parents find solutions to their struggles.
Over time, the worker helped the family find roach-free housing and connect with local charities for
furniture. The worker found money to help over the holidays and encouraged the parents’ efforts to
build a better relationship with the school. Meanwhile, the father got a new and better job.
By the time the worker bowed out of their lives, the family was in a much better situation without
ending up on the state’s child abuse registry or having a court record.
Nebraska child welfare officials launched alternative response as a pilot project in 2014. The
approach was used in 72 cases that year. It has been growing ever since.
Last year, for the first time ever, the state handled more child abuse and neglect cases through
alternative response than were substantiated and handled through the traditional process.
In fact, the latest Child Abuse and Neglect Annual Data Report shows that alternative response was
used in 4,089 cases in 2021, more than double the number in the year before and nearly twice the
number of substantiated cases going the traditional route.
State Sen. John Arch of La Vista, the chairman of the Legislature’s Health and Human Services
Committee, said the growth of alternative response appears to be good news for children and
families.
“It’s a positive for the families, as long as we’re making sure it’s used correctly,” he said. “If there’s a
way that we can prevent a child from having to be removed from home and go into foster care,
that’s a good thing.”
Juliet Summers, executive director for Voices for Children in Nebraska, said the organization has long
advocated for alternative response. She said removing children from their families causes trauma,
even when removal is necessary for safety. Nebraska has a history of removing children from their
families at higher rates than most other states.
“How much better for our agency and state to give assistance rather than compiling trauma,” she
said. “We just have to make sure children don’t slip through the cracks.”
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, in a statement, called the approach “a
useful tool to aid in addressing the diverse needs of families.”
“Alternative response is family-centered and focuses on building upon the family’s strengths and
supporting them in developing strong supportive networks so that they are able to have the
protective factors needed to ensure their children are safe and well,” the statement said.
But Monika Gross, executive director for the Foster Care Review Office, was more guarded. She said
child welfare research generally shows alternative response as beneficial by helping families early
and staving off worse problems.
“On the other hand, I think there’s a lot of things we don’t know about alternative response,” she
said.
The unanswered questions include how many cases start out as alternative response but have to be







moved into traditional response because of concerns about child safety, and how many families go
through alternative response and end up being reported again for child abuse or neglect, she said.
Gross is co-chairing a Nebraska Children’s Commission advisory committee looking into Nebraska’s
use of alternative response. She said there is no outside oversight of those cases, such as the Foster
Care Review Office does for foster care cases.
However, an evaluation of the alternative response pilot program done by the Center on Children,
Families and the Law at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln found generally positive outcomes from
the approach. The center compared cases that were randomly assigned to alternative response with
similar cases that were assigned to the traditional route.
In a 2020 report, the center reported that alternative response families were less likely than
traditional approach families to be reported again for abuse or neglect. They were less likely to have
those reports substantiated or to have a child removed.
The evaluation also found that alternative response children showed improvements in emotional
symptoms, hyperactivity and conduct problems while their parents learned more about effective
parenting and child development and about the social and emotional development of children.
The numbers of cases handled with alternative response has been increasing since the evaluation
period ended. State officials said 2021 marked the first year that all cases eligible for alternative
response were handled with that approach.
Changes in the criteria used to rule out cases for alternative response also contributed to the
growth.
HHS started out using more than 20 factors to disqualify cases, such as sexual abuse, physical abuse
to the head or torso or neglect of a child that results in serious bodily injury. Cases involving
additional factors, such as domestic violence or alcohol abuse, must undergo a special review to
qualify.
The disqualifying factors have changed as the state gains more experience with alternative response.
The current factors are spelled out in a state law passed in 2020.
While alternative response cases have increased, the number of child abuse and neglect cases
substantiated by state workers has remained relatively steady in recent years. Since 2015, it has
hovered around 2,100. The number dipped to 1,903 in 2020, during the first wave of the COVID-19
pandemic but rebounded to 2,080 in 2021.
HHS officials noted, in a statement, that the number of calls to the state child abuse and neglect
hotline dropped during the first year of the pandemic because schools were closed and children
spent more time at home. However, fewer cases were determined to be unfounded.
Summers said calls during that time may have come from family and friends familiar with a situation,
rather than school officials or health care workers, who have more limited knowledge.
Nebraska law requires anyone who encounters a case of suspected child abuse or neglect to report
it to the state. The goal is to make sure cases are not missed, but it can result in a larger proportion
of unfounded reports.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Newly approved Nebraska math standards put greater
emphasis on data, statistics







 
Revised math standards for Nebraska public schools approved Friday will put extra emphasis on data
and statistics, state officials say.
The standards also aim to make sure middle school students are ready for algebra I in high school by
increasing their understanding of ratios, proportional reasoning and arithmetic of rational numbers.
Members of the Nebraska State Board of Education approved the standards, which are
being described as a revision and not a rewrite of the previous standards approved in 2015.
Standards are a list of knowledge and skills that state officials expect students to learn in a given
content area.
It’s up to districts to select the curriculum to teach the standards.
Under state law, school districts must, within a year, adopt the standards or their own set of
standards that are at least as rigorous.
The standards adoption comes on the heels of a statewide dip in math proficiency that state officials
attribute to the pandemic.
In 2018-19, math proficiency for all tested grades, third through eighth and 11th, was 52%,
according to the Nebraska Department of Education.
The following year, testing was suspended because of the pandemic.
Testing resumed in 2020-21, and proficiency that year was 46%.
Officials with the Nebraska Department of Education have been encouraging districts to adopt
higher-quality instructional materials, according to Cory Epler, the department’s chief academic
officer.
Epler has said he expects proficiency to rise in future years as some school districts use federal
pandemic relief money to buy new high-quality math curriculum.
Epler said adopting standards is not enough by itself to raise proficiency. Quality instruction is
important as well, he said.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Updated COVID boosters begin to roll out in Omaha;
old boosters no longer available


 
Updated COVID-19 booster shots began going into arms in the Omaha metro area Friday, with many
more doses expected to arrive in the weeks to come.
Thursday, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention gave final approval for the new
boosters, called bivalent boosters because they offer protection from the two dominant omicron
subvariants of COVID-19 — BA.4 and BA.5 — as well as from the original virus.
Kohll’s Rx began offering vaccination appointments for a limited supply of the Moderna version of
the booster on Friday. It’s authorized for people 18 and older. Pharmacy officials said they expect
the Pfizer booster, authorized for people 12 and older, to arrive next week.
The approval of the new boosters creates some potential for confusion among people trying to
navigate a now more complicated vaccine landscape.
Douglas County health officials said the new boosters are to be given two months after completion
of the primary COVID-19 series or the most recent COVID booster dose. Patients can choose either
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Moderna or Pfizer for the new boost, regardless of the brand of their previous COVID vaccine doses.
However, the new boosters will replace the original boosters for people 12 and older. Therefore, the
original boosters no longer will be available for people in that age bracket. Children ages 5 to 11 will
continue to get the original booster. Kids under age 5 are not yet eligible for a booster.
CDC officials said in a statement Thursday that they expect to recommend the updated boosters for
other pediatric groups. The agency will move quickly to make them available when data is available
and the shots are authorized by the Food and Drug Administration.
“The updated COVID-19 boosters are formulated to better protect against the most recently
circulating COVID-19 variant,” CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said in a statement. “They can
help restore protection that has waned since previous vaccination and were designed to provide
broader protection against newer variants.
Walensky said the recommendation followed a “comprehensive scientific evaluation and robust
scientific discussion” and urged people to get the booster.
Douglas County health officials urged residents to contact their primary care providers or an area
pharmacy for more information about how to schedule their bivalent booster doses.
The Douglas County Health Department has scheduled three clinics to offer Pfizer boosters for
people 12 and older. All three clinics are scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.:
Sept. 10, Girls Inc., 2811 N. 45th St.
Sept. 17, Omaha South High School, 4519 S. 24th St.
Sept. 24, Millard North Middle School, 2828 S. 139th St.
By Julie Anderson
 


LJS: Meatpacking workers, advocates describe
'dehumanizing' conditions in Nebraska plants


 
Before Guadalupe Vega Brown moved to Lincoln in 2018, she cut and packaged meat in different
Nebraska plants.
Her work involved long days, physically demanding tasks and repetitive motions. After handling a
knife for 10 hours, she’d come home tired and sore, pulling off her shoes with aching hands. It was
hard work, she said — but that’s not what bothered her about her job.
Vega Brown said life in those steel, windowless plants is worse than she thinks most people know.
This summer, the Journal Star interviewed Vega Brown and five current workers from three different
Nebraska meatpacking plants. Many utilized a translator. Pseudonyms of the five workers, who
wished not to be named because they feared losing their jobs, are noted with asterisks.
Smithfield allowed the Journal Star to tour its Crete facility and held a roundtable discussion
between the reporter and nine Smithfield employees — three corporate employees, the general and
assistant manager, and several plant workers. The plant contributes to Nebraska’s multibillion dollar
meat industry, processing about 1 million pounds of meat per day and feeding an estimated 30-40
million people every week.
Vega Brown and the anonymous meat processors were introduced to the Journal Star through
Nebraska Appleseed, an organization that advocates for plant workers and connects with close to
600 meatpackers each year through safety seminars and community partners. The group has been in







operation since 1996, helping educate workers about their rights and making the public aware of
conditions inside meatpacking plants.
Each of the six meatpacking workers voiced concerns about frequent injuries, hazardous working
conditions, discrimination and harassment in their workplace.
Darcy Tromanhauser, program director of immigrants and communities with Nebraska Appleseed,
said their stories are common.
She believes the meatpacking industry stands in the way of a decades-long, hard-fought struggle for
meatpacking workers’ rights.
“Over many years, so many workers have worked hard to tell this story,” Tromanhauser said. “And
yet so many people are surprised to hear that this is going on.”
'It’s constant injuries that we have to face'
Every day, around 26,600 Nebraska workers, many of whom are immigrants, head to work in
meatpacking plants across the state. Vega Brown was one of them.
Work was fast, she said. The more tasks they could complete, the more money the company made.
So, the conveyor belt flew.
She recalled a time on the line, frantically trying to manage the pork zipping by, when a sharp pain
shot through her neck.
Vega Brown screamed “Help me! I can’t move.” But her supervisor told her she needed to get back
on the line.
“What are you doing? Get back to work!” Vega Brown said, imitating the woman with raised arms.
Vega Brown lay on the ground, writhing in pain, as work continued around her. A few coworkers
who stopped to help were scolded by their supervisor. An ambulance was on its way, they were told.
Nothing to see here.
“For me, that was the most dehumanizing thing that’s ever happened to me,” she said with tears in
her eyes. “Sometimes I think I’ve moved past it, but knowing others are still going through the same
thing makes it feel as if it’s just happened.”
Vega Brown was hospitalized for three days after her injury. Her plant had a penalty point system
that allotted employees 15 points before termination. She received two penalty points for every day
she was in the hospital.
When she argued that she shouldn’t have been penalized for being hospitalized, her bosses told her
it didn’t matter. She wasn’t at work. Six points.
Andy* — a meatpacking worker who’s been employed in Nebraska for nearly two decades — said
the industry takes advantage of immigrant employees like himself.
The white-coated workers with knives hurry to keep up, often at the expense of injuring themselves.
But Andy’s employers don’t like it when people complain.
“In my experience, when people get hurt, the company tries to terminate (them),” he said.
So, they stay on the line, keep quiet, and keep cutting. Even if it’s painful.
Have things changed much since he first started? “No,” Andy said. “Not really.”
Is there one company that’s better to work for? “It’s all kinda the same,” he said.
Why doesn’t he complain? “HR doesn’t do anything.”
Andy said he feels stuck. Life in the plant is grim, but opportunities in rural Nebraska for people who
don’t speak English fluently are few and far between. So, Andy and others keep working, hoping one
day things will change.
In Sara’s* plant, she must finish more than six pieces per minute. The pressure to operate at a
machine-like pace is painful, and the equipment she uses is old, unstable and unsafe, she said.







She wishes they could work at a more comfortable speed, but supervisors keep things moving,
moving, moving, even when the plant is short on staff.
“It's constant injuries that we have to face because of the conditions in the plant,” she said. “We all
feel defeated, but because of the lack of workers we are expected to continue the same production
value. If there are people with more time on their hands, they're expected to work even harder,
even though they are beating up their bodies to do it.”
Tim* works at a different plant in Nebraska, but he also processes pigs.
On the kill floor, Tim said injuries are common. The mechanism that suspends the over 400-pound
pigs by their hind feet is transporting them quickly and sometimes things go wrong, he said.
He said he’s seen a couple of his coworkers being whisked away to the nurse after a pig fell on top of
them.
Tim said that when injured workers are able, they keep working out of fear of retaliation, but others
are taken to the nursing station.
“They'll be given an ibuprofen or something for the pain, and they'll just be taken back to the line,”
he said.
Eric Reeder, president of the United Food and Commercial Workers Union in Omaha, said there are
different line speed standards for industries depending on what the product is — line speed is
measured differently for pork than it is for chicken, beef, etc. — but it’s easy for supervisors on the
floor to turn the line speed up past a safe rate.
Furthermore, what constitutes a safe line speed depends on how many workers are on the line that
day. This makes it hard for a standard speed to work well for every plant.
Reeder said he hears complaints of supervisors setting the line speed to an unworkable rate often.
At times, plants exceed speeds agreed to by the union.
Smithfield, however, told the Journal Star in a written statement that it’s unlikely workers in their
plants are sent back to the line after being injured. Such actions are against the company’s policy.
The company also denies ever going over maximum line speeds. It mentioned its opposition to a
USDA-led pilot program to increase line speeds, stating it considers worker safety a priority.
“Line speeds at our harvest facilities never exceed the maximum USDA-approved rate of 1,106 head
per hour,” the written statement read. “In fact, our line speeds often operate at significantly lower
rates based on staffing levels at any given time.”
'They can’t go to the bathroom, so they pee their pants'
Several workers told the Journal Star that, because of the plants’ urgency to keep the line moving,
they’re frequently denied bathroom breaks by their employers.
Both Nebraska Appleseed and Reeder said they’ve also heard persistent complaints about lack of
bathroom access from workers in Nebraska plants.
“They’re not letting me go to the bathroom,” Andy told the Journal Star. He recounted stories of his
coworkers’ embarrassment after being unable to wait until the end of the day.
A supervisor told Andy’s team to wear diapers if they couldn’t “hold it.”
“A lot of people pee on the line,” he said. “They can’t go to the bathroom, so they pee their pants.”
Before Vega Brown could relieve herself, she’d have to ask a coworker to cover for her. If someone
was able to take over her station, time spent on bathroom breaks was taken out of her lunch break.
But Smithfield’s Chief Administrative Officer Kiera Lombardo said employees in the company’s plants
are free to relieve themselves whenever they need.
“Nobody is denied access to the restroom,” Lombardo said. “Ever.”
Victor* called working conditions in his plant “horrible” and said he had safety concerns.







A few months ago, Victor said, his plant had an ammonia leak from its refrigeration system, but his
supervisors didn’t want to stop the line. Instead, employees continued to work while their bosses
clamored to fix the issue.
According to the Centers for Disease Control, ammonia exposure can cause nausea, vomiting and
burns to the respiratory tract.
“They didn't sound the alarm,” Victor said.
'Meatpacking companies are never going to make it to heaven'
According to the USDA, Nebraska led the nation in the number of cattle slaughtered in 2021 and
ranks sixth in pork slaughter.
At the heart of this massive operation are people like Andy — immigrant workers trying to provide
for their families.
Tromanhauser with Nebraska Appleseed said she's heard alarming stories for years. Plants with poor
working conditions thrive because workers feel powerless to improve their situation, she said.
“It’s an industry with extreme retaliation,” Tromanhauser said. “If people even try to just internally
raise a safety concern, they're told, ‘There's the door if you want to leave.’”
Gloria Sarmiento, a community organizer with Nebraska Appleseed, said abuse in meat processing
plants is an industry-wide issue.
“Sometimes, when they are telling me a story, I want to cry with them,” Sarmiento said. “They
complain from every company.”
The Nebraska Farmers Union began to work with meatpacking employees after a 2020 investigation
by Congress found that meatpacking companies ignored COVID-19 infections in order to continue
operating. This, coupled with close quarters, led to widespread outbreak and death.
Since then, John Hansen, president of the Nebraska Farmers Union, has advocated for the proper
care of workers.
Meatpacking plants’ misdeeds are two-fold, Hansen said. While their conditions hurt workers,
packing plants also harm farmers. The companies’ non-competitive practices threaten smaller-scale
operations, Hansen said, leading to more consolidation and fewer farmers.
According to the North American Meat Institute, the four largest companies conduct 70% of beef
production.
“Based on how they treat workers, farmers and ranchers, I would say that there's a very good
chance that meatpacking companies are never going to make it to heaven,” Hansen said.
Reeder and the United Food and Commercial Workers Union, which represents around 12,000 plant
workers in Nebraska, strive to create fair contracts between the workers and employers.
Plant workers act as stewards and report to the union when there have been contract violations,
such as line speeds, intimidation or abuse.
However, Reeder said, unionizing the plants is sometimes a challenge. Around 75% of plant
members must be in favor of joining before the union will get involved, and there’s often pushback
from plants once they hear whispers of unionizing.
It’s not uncommon for plant heads to call meetings and tell workers not to speak with the union.
They’ll threaten to close the plant if it becomes unionized, or they’ll misinform workers about the
cost of union dues.
Reeder said some supervisors will tell workers that if they’re caught talking to the union, they’ll be
fired, which is illegal. But many of the immigrant employees don't know their rights and don't always
understand how unions could be beneficial, he said.
“Organizing a union gives you a voice and a sense of fairness in the workplace,” Reeder said. “The







company would rather have the convenience to do what they want.”
Reeder said one of the most common issues the union faces between plants and workers is proper
payment.
He hears complaints of workers not receiving correct payment several times a week. Reeder believes
the companies take advantage of the fact that a large portion of its workforce might not speak
English fluently.
“Figuring out if you are paid properly is difficult,” Reeder said. “If English is not your first language,
it's impossible.”
He said errors in payroll from plants across the state reach millions of dollars — and those are just
from complaints union workers hear. Many won’t notice or say anything.
Paul Doremus, general manager of Smithfield in Crete, said his facility has established a working
relationship with the union.
“If we make a mistake, I want to make sure we correct it,” he said.
Jim Monroe, Smithfield’s vice president of corporate affairs, said the necessity of meat processing
plants is often overlooked. Not only do they provide food to consumers all over the world, but they
play a vital role in the economies of major farming and ranching states like Nebraska.
The Department of Homeland Security deemed meat processors essential workers during the
pandemic.
“It’s one of the reasons we have so much gratitude for our team members,” Monroe said.
'They yell at you like you’re an animal'
Each of the six workers from the state's meatpacking industry the Journal Star spoke with mentioned
being afraid of or intimidated by their supervisors.
Sara said her supervisors tend to yell, but the way her bosses treat workers sometimes depends on
the employee’s ethnicity.
“My supervisor does have a lot of favoritism towards certain employees,” she said. “I know that
certain supervisors get along better with people from (the U.S.), and not as much with the
Hispanics.”
Carmen* said she reported a supervisor to HR, but she was told it was his word against hers.
“I’m scared to have these types of supervisors … because of the way they’re acting,” she said.
Carmen said some supervisors grope female employees. The workers who relent get certain
benefits, like days off. In a separate interview, Sara said workers who have sexual relations with
supervisors are favored.
Tromanhauser said she frequently hears allegations of sexual abuse in plants. Independently, Reeder
also said he has heard complaints of women being sexually harassed.
Andy said his supervisors yell every day.
In fits of rage, supervisors have threatened Andy’s job and called him a “stupid Mexican.” They
intimidate employees to complete tasks even if they’re unable.
“They yell at you like you’re an animal,” he said. “They think they are smart, and we are stupid
because we use a knife.”
When workers at his plant try to complain about their bosses’ behavior, they’re asked to leave.
“It's sad to see what's going on,” he said. “If you try to go to HR, and say, ‘This supervisor intimidated
and yelled at me,’ they’ll say, ‘Oh, you know what? You don't want to work, so you get out of here.’”
Vega Brown said she felt some of her supervisors were racist.
“They’d say, ‘You wanted to work — work. You wanted to go north. This is the north. Work!’”
When the Occupational Safety and Health Administration comes for regular inspections —







announced or not — Tim said conditions improve.
Supervisors are nicer and the line slows to a much more reasonable pace.
“Sometimes the supervisors know when OSHA is coming … So they try to make sure everything's
looking good,” he said. “Or if they can't do it in time, they'll just send everybody to break so that
there's no workers while OSHA’s walking around inspecting the plant.”
Lombardo with Smithfield believes the company differs from its competitors because of its culture.
She said Smithfield goes out of its way to make sure employees feel valued and cared for, no matter
their role.
“Our people really are everything to us,” she said. “They’re not a cost to us. They’re a value to us.”
'We take seriously our role as an employer'
In Nebraska, the largest meatpacking companies are JBS, Cargill, Tyson and Smithfield.
In Smithfield’s Crete plant, roughly 70% of the nearly 1,500 employees are “white hat” processors,
or non-lead, hands-on meatpackers. These workers have the same jobs as the six meatpackers the
Journal Star spoke with at their respective plants.
A supervisor, line lead, production scheduler and quality control monitor at the Crete plant were at a
roundtable employee discussion, and while no white hats were present, all attendees said they were
heavily involved in line production.
Each employee at the discussion said they’d had a positive experience with the company. They had
all been there for several years. Some, decades. Praises ranged from the familial atmosphere to the
generous pay — meat processors at Smithfield start at $21.50 an hour.
Production supervisor Tyler Johnson said the company is extremely safety conscious, and it
encourages workers to be in close communication with their bosses about potential concerns.
“I try to do my part to talk to every single person on my line, just to ensure that if something’s wrong
or off, that they get the help that they need,” he said. “I stay in pretty good communication with my
people.”
Lombardo said Smithfield instituted a “hands up” policy to ensure workers feel empowered to report
potential issues or injuries. Raising a hand while on the line is meant to immediately alert supervisors
to attend to a problem.
Additionally, she believes workers are well taken care of in every physical and emotional aspect.
On the tour, Smithfield representatives showed the Journal Star its various processing lines — nearly
every station except the kill floor. Employees were told ahead of time that the Journal Star would be
present, but general manager Doremus said the tour was a proper display of the plant’s daily
activity.
Tyson Foods — which has plants in Omaha, Madison, Dakota City and Lexington — provided a
written statement that said the company is committed to giving its workers the best environment
possible.
“We take very seriously our role as an employer to a large and very diverse workforce and are
committed to providing a safe and healthy workplace for all of our team members,” the statement
read.
Tyson said it provides many avenues for workers to complain about mistreatment, such as Human
Resources, its Employment Compliance Department, or the anonymous Tell Tyson First hotline.
Reeder said some of the companies have been responsive to complaints made through the union.
But certain plants are more receptive than others, he said.
And while Reeder works to hold the companies accountable for their practices, it can be difficult for
the higher-ups to get a full picture of what’s happening on the line all the time.







“The companies that have the most trouble are the larger factories,” Reeder said. “You've got a
small HR team that is trying to manage the plant.”
In response to questions, Cargill provided a written statement. The company boasted of safety
programs, like LIFESavers and Human and Organization Performance training, that contribute to the
security of workers.
“Our protein plants are operating in compliance with federal safety guidelines, and we work closely
with state and local health authorities, as well as union representation, to make sure each plant
meets the highest safety standards …” it read in part.
The company further maintained that its code of conduct prohibits any worker mistreatment, and
potential misconduct is handled “promptly, fairly and as confidentially as possible.”
JBS, too, provided a written response to the Journal Star’s list of questions. The company statement
said its Ethics and Compliance department investigates all allegations and takes the necessary steps
to remedy issues.
“We have zero tolerance for abuse, discrimination, intimidation or mistreatment of our team
members, and action should be taken immediately if any of these things takes place in our facilities,”
the statement read.
'Please, can you help us?'
Some meatpacking workers have hope that things could improve, but others aren’t so sure.
“Unless somebody from the outside is willing to help, I don’t see it getting better,” Victor said.
Andy said he’s not sure if things will improve either. Throughout the many years he’s been a meat
processor, things have stayed more or less the same.
But he still hopes legislators will pay attention to the industry's issues.
“Please, can you help us? Can you make some laws to protect us?” he said.
Andy said he felt it was most important for the line speeds to be slowed down. He finds it sometimes
impossible to work at the pace his employer requires.
In 1999, former Gov. Mike Johanns created a meatpacking workers’ bill of rights after reading stories
published in the Journal Star detailing the plight of employees, but Tromanhauser doesn’t believe
much has changed since then.
For now, Carmen, Victor, Andy, Sara and Tim continue to work in what they describe as poor
conditions. Vega Brown has moved on from her former employer, but she still struggles with chronic
pain as a result of the physical stress she once put on her body.
By speaking out, Andy said he hopes his fellow Nebraskans will begin to understand the challenges
he experiences, all to put food on their tables.
“How can we sacrifice people to make all this food?”
Carmen and Victor were interviewed with the help of family members, who assisted with translation.
Sara utilized the translation skills of Ruby Mendez Lopez, a bilingual employee with Nebraska
Appleseed. Journal Star reporter Evelyn Mejia assisted with the translation of Vega Brown’s interview.
By Jenna Thompson
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Nate Metschke was a people person who shared his positivity and love of life with everyone he met.
So when the award-winning band director at Neligh-Oakdale High School died at age 40 on
Christmas Eve 2018, it hit his family and his community hard.
The year before, they had all celebrated — ringing the school’s victory bell — when Metschke was
declared free of colon cancer. He had stayed upbeat throughout his treatment, never letting on at
school when he didn’t feel good and encouraging others to get screened for colon cancer.
But the disease returned, this time attacking his liver. Positive to the end, he died in surgery.
“His students have mentioned to me several times how much they admired his determination and
his commitment,” said Darcy Metschke, his wife of 14 years. “He just kept teaching.”
Metschke became a victim of the disease that in the past decade has emerged as Nebraska’s biggest
killer.
Cancer narrowly surpassed heart disease as the state’s leading cause of death over the past 10
years, according to a World-Herald analysis of data from the federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Nationally, heart disease remains the leading cause of death. But between 2011 and 2020, cancer on
average claimed just under 3,500 Nebraskans a year, roughly 50 more than died annually from heart
disease.
In the Omaha metro area, cancer consistently has been the leading cause of death for more than a
decade, having first overtaken heart disease in 2005.
The good news is that the mortality rates for both diseases have been falling for decades due to
healthier habits and advances in prevention and treatment. The biggest factor is a decrease in
smoking, which contributes to both cancer and heart disease deaths and still ranks as the leading
cause of preventable death.
But compared with cancer death rates, heart disease mortality rates have come down more, a shift
cardiologists attribute largely to the decline in smoking and the recognition and treatment of
hypertension and high cholesterol.
“The biggest thing isn’t that cancer is killing more people, it’s that heart disease is killing fewer,” said
Dr. William Lydiatt, a surgical oncologist with Methodist Estabrook Cancer Center’s head and neck
oncology clinic. “It’s a rather remarkable reduction.”
Dr. Edward Peters, professor and chairman of the College of Public Health’s epidemiology
department at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, said smoking is responsible for a greater
proportion of heart disease and heart disease deaths than it is for cancer and cancer-related deaths,
so the declines in deaths from smoking appear more substantial in heart disease than in cancer.
Nebraska isn’t the only state that has been seeing such a shift. In 2014, cancer deaths exceeded
heart disease deaths in 22 states, including Nebraska, according to a 2018 study published by the
CDC. That was up from just two states in 2000.
It should be noted, however, that in the last five years, the edge in cancer deaths over heart deaths
in Nebraska has been razor-thin.
And with heart deaths recently ticking up in the state, heart disease could one day regain its status
as Nebraska’s top killer. Regardless, it’s clear cancer and heart disease will remain the two biggest
threats to Nebraskans’ health.
While much of the health care focus in recent years has been on the COVID-19 pandemic, cancer
and heart disease still killed far more. During 2020, the virus claimed just over 2,000 lives in the
state, according to the CDC, well below the roughly 3,500 for both cancer and heart disease.
Nationally, the pandemic has taken a toll on average life expectancy, which dropped for the second







consecutive year in 2021, according to a government report published Wednesday. The two-year
total decline of 2.7 years is the largest in nearly 100 years.
The CDC blamed COVID for about half the decline in 2021. Other contributors were drug overdoses,
heart disease, suicide and chronic liver disease.
Health officials also fear the pandemic is likely to ultimately contribute to more deaths from heart
disease and cancer. Many people avoided hospitals and clinics during the early part of the pandemic.
Some Nebraskans fell behind on routine screenings that, in the case of cancer in particular, are
designed to catch diseases while they’re still easily treatable and curable.
Locally, health systems have been urging patients to get back in for routine care and screenings.
National Cancer Institute modeling of the effect of COVID on cancer screening and treatment for
breast and colorectal cancers alone suggests there could be an extra 10,000 deaths in deaths from
those tumor types over the next decade.
“They’re kind of starting to come back, but we’re still seeing a lot of hesitancy from folks,” said Andy
Link with the American Cancer Society in Nebraska. “They may not be coming back as fast as we’d
like them to be to stay healthy.”
* * *
When it comes to what’s killing Nebraskans today, there’s really a Big Two.
For a view on mortality in Nebraska, The World-Herald totaled deaths in the state for the decade
ending in 2020, the most recent year for which detailed CDC data is available.
Cancer and heart disease by far ranked as the top two causes of death. The roughly 3,500 annual
deaths from each of those diseases were well above those for lung disease, which in the decade
killed an average of 1,100 annually. Lung disease was the only other leading cause of death (as
defined by the CDC) that averaged more 1,000 deaths a year in Nebraska.
Across the decade, cancer on average killed only about 50 Nebraskans more per year than heart
disease.
The death tolls from the two diseases remain so close that in some recent years, more Nebraskans
died of heart disease than cancer. In all, cancer deaths have exceeded heart deaths in Nebraska in
eight of the past 12 years.
In 2020, just nine more Nebraskans died from cancer than from heart disease. So while cancer
ranked No. 1 in the analysis, it’s not clear-cut.
But the fact that cancer deaths are now even close to those from heart disease is notable. As
recently as 1999, heart disease killed 1,000 more Nebraskans than cancer.
Since that time, the rate of death from heart disease has declined precipitously, down more than
30%. Cancer deaths also are down in that time, but by far less.
UNMC’s Peters said that just as the nation decades ago saw leading causes of death shift from
infectious diseases to chronic diseases, such as heart disease and cancer, it’s now seeing a shift
within chronic conditions from heart disease to cancer as the leading cause of death.
The reasons, however, are complex, he said. While much of the recent change can be attributed to
smoking (down) and obesity (up), the population also is aging. Advancing age is the most important
risk factor for cancer overall and for many individual cancer types, according to the National Cancer
Institute.
With cancer becoming the leading killer in more states, a 2016 CDC study projected the United
States ultimately would see cancer become the nation’s leading killer.
But now that’s not nearly so clear. Since 2014, the long-term downward trend in heart disease death
rates nationally has reversed, with the rate up almost 10% between 2014 and 2020. The heart death







rate has likewise trended up 4% in Nebraska since that low watermark year.
Iowa is among states that have continuously seen more people die from heart disease than cancer. It
has now seen heart deaths trend up 11% in that time.
For most of the 15 leading causes of death, Nebraska’s rates are lower than those of the United
States. The heart disease rate in Nebraska over the decade was 8% lower. Nebraska’s overall cancer
rate roughly equals that of the U.S. rate.
But for several causes of death, Nebraskans die at significantly higher rates, most notably lung
disease (24% higher), diabetes (35% higher) and Parkinson’s disease (28% higher).
COVID shows up among the 15 leading causes over the decade, ranking 13th, even though it existed
in only the final year of the 10-year data set. In 2020, 2,043 Nebraska deaths were attributed to the
virus, making it the third-leading killer that year after cancer and heart disease.
While some have at times likened COVID to the flu, the COVID deaths that year were almost seven
times the number who died from flu and pneumonia. In all, more than 4,400 Nebraskans have died
in the 2½-year pandemic.
Two of the leading causes of death in both Nebraska and the nation aren’t even tied to disease.
Some 800 Nebraskans on average die annually from accidents and roughly 250 from suicide.
Accidental deaths are up sharply since 2000, in large part due to a massive increase in accidental
overdoses — a product of the nation’s opioid epidemic. Accidental deaths resulting from falls also
are up, a result of the state’s aging population.
* * *
Overall, Nebraska’s cancer death rate is similar to the national cancer death rate. But the state over
the past five years does have somewhat higher rates of lymphoma and colon cancer and markedly
higher rates of leukemia, esophageal, kidney and skin cancer.
Untangling the factors that contribute to particular cancers based on aggregate cancer data,
however, is difficult, Peters said. Doing so requires more focused studies looking at exposures and
risk factors.
Some of those are underway. Researchers at UNMC and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln have
begun looking for possible environmental contributors to Nebraska’s higher incidence of childhood
cancer. Peters has two ongoing projects in Louisiana and Detroit focused on ovarian and colorectal
cancer, funded by the National Institutes of Health, that are looking at the role of environmental
stressors as possible contributors to cancer risk.
“The answers are hard to come by when trying to disentangle complex mixtures of exposures,” he
said.
Dr. Peter Silberstein, chief of hematology/oncology at Creighton University, said it’s best to start by
looking at the known factors: smoking, obesity, exercise levels, cancer screening rates and cancer
risk factors.
“Those are the things that influence cancer rates, and a lot of these are things we can do something
about,” said Silberstein, also chief of oncology at the Omaha Veterans Administration Hospital.
Lung cancer is by far the leading cause of cancer-related deaths in Nebraska, although rates have
fallen significantly. The leading cause, according to the American Lung Association, is smoking.
Silberstein said Nebraska’s adult smoking rate is right at the national average of 17%, but the 7%
smoking rate for high school students is below the nation’s 9%. He said the tax on cigarettes in
Nebraska is much lower than it is in many other places in the U.S. Higher taxes, he said, reduce
smoking, particularly in teens.
In addition to smoking being down, screening for lung cancer and newer treatments appear to be
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making a difference in lung cancer mortality rates.
A study published last year by UNMC’s Dr. Apar Ganti found a decrease in the most common type of
lung cancer — non-small cell lung cancer — between 2010 and 2017 in the U.S., suggesting that
survival increases as lung cancer is diagnosed at earlier stages. Similarly, Methodist lung doctors
recently have roughly doubled the number of lung cancers they’re catching at the two earliest
stages, indicating a shift in the stage at which cancers are found.
Obesity is another known cancer risk factor, Silberstein said. Nebraska’s obesity rate went from 11%
in 1990 to 34% in 2020, which put it at No. 18 out of the 50 states.
Screenings are a key way to reduce cancer rates, he said. The state is below the national average on
mammograms; 65% of Nebraska women 45 and older were up to date on that test in 2018 vs. 68%
nationally.
Dr. Garnet Blatchford, chief medical officer with Methodist Health System and a colon/rectal
surgeon, said Nebraska also is behind the national screening rate for colon cancer. In 2021, 72.5% of
Nebraskans over age 50 reported having had a screening compared with 74.3% of Americans over
50.
But Blatchford said the state is making progress. The gap has narrowed from about 6 percentage
points in 2005 to about 2 percentage points in 2021. Treatments have improved, particularly for
rectal cancer.
However, an uptick in colon cancer diagnoses and deaths among younger people — such as
Metschke, whom Blatchford treated initially — prompted several organizations in 2021 to lower the
recommended age for most adults to start that screening from 50 to 45.
Blatchford said she thinks much of that increase, while relatively small, is due to obesity; high-fat,
low-fiber diets; and lack of physical activity. But other factors also are being studied, including the
role of bacteria and inflammation in the gut. Inflammatory bowel diseases, including Crohn’s and
colitis, increase the odds of a colon cancer. Several genetic conditions also come into play.
Overall, however, the rate of people being diagnosed with colon or rectal cancer each year has
dropped since the mid-1980s, mainly because more people are getting screened and changing their
lifestyle-related risk factors, according to the American Cancer Society. Overall colon cancer
incidence also has dropped in Nebraska, Blatchford said.
One place the state shines, Silberstein said, is in its vaccination rates for human papillomavirus, or
HPV. Nebraska ranked seventh for boys and fifth for girls in 2016. The hope is that vaccination
eventually will stop cervical cancer and reduce penile, anal and head and neck cancers, he said.
Said Methodist’s Lydiatt of the HPV shot, “It is by far the most significant and important vaccination
for cancer prevention.”
Darcy Metschke said she doesn’t know whether her husband’s story would have had a different
ending if he’d gone to the doctor sooner.
These days, she’s busy teaching fourth grade in the Neligh-Oakdale school system and raising the
couple’s three children, Madison, 13, Benson, 10, and Ansley, 5. Ansley was born, with the help of an
induction, a week before Nate Metschke underwent colon surgery in February 2017. It was about a
month after a colonoscopy revealed polyps in his colon.
Friends and family, she said, have been a big help. But she still misses him every day. Even during his
treatment, she said, he helped her get through the difficult moments: “He just had the fight in him
and the positivity to get him to where he did.”
By Julie Anderson
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Flatwater Free Press: Skyrocketing absenteeism in Nebraska
schools worries teachers, hampers learning


 
In mid-August, Rhonda Mueller welcomed her 26th class to Elliott Elementary School in central
Lincoln. As her new crop of fifth graders filed into the room, she checked off names and listened to
the students’ excited back-to-school chatter.
The bell rang, and Mueller gazed at her students, arranged in a circle in the middle of the classroom,
ready to begin a new year.
There were 21 chairs. One sat empty. On the first day of school, Mueller had her first official absence
of the school year.
“How do you go back?” Mueller said. “That was some critical community building that we did those
days. The entire class kind of had to take a step back and teach [the absent student], because he
can’t go on without that.…It takes us all back, students, too.”
Across Nebraska, a troubling number of school desks have sat empty during the past few years, say
experts, teachers and school leaders now trying to fix the issue. 
Chronic absenteeism in Nebraska’s public schools skyrocketed during COVID-19, according to the
most recent statewide data.
Nearly one in five Nebraska students missed at least 10% of days during the 2020-2021 school year,
chronic absences that caused many of those students to fall behind academically and socially. 
The pandemic has sickened students. It has exacerbated mental health issues. It has also made life
harder for many students already living below the poverty line – both things that in turn made
missing school more likely. 
Now, teachers like Mueller are trying to balance the growing gulf between students who attend
regularly, and those who rarely show. And educators and community leaders across Nebraska are
searching for ways to rebuild relationships with absent students, while trying to help more families
get their children back to school.
“No matter how good your teacher is, no matter how good the system is, if you can’t get the student
in the seat, there’s not a whole lot you can do with them,” said David Jespersen, spokesman for the
Nebraska Department of Education.
Teachers like Mueller notice the absences in their classrooms every day, observations backed by
data from the Nebraska Department of Education. 
Overall, Nebraska students missed 6.6% of school days during the school year that ended in May
2021, state data shows. That’s up from 5.1% in 2015.
And Nebraska’s chronic absenteeism rate jumped by nearly 60 percent during that six-year period.
These student absences affected rural, suburban and urban schools in every corner of the state.
Nearly 38% of Omaha Public Schools students enrolled in the district for at least 10 days were
chronically absent during the 2020-2021 school year – meaning they missed at least 10% of school
days. More than one in three Ogallala Public Schools students were chronically absent. And nearly a
quarter of Ralston Public Schools students missed school chronically as well. 
The trends look particularly bad for students from families of low-income as well as students of
color. 
For example: Ogallala students qualifying for free and reduced lunch had a 48% chronic absenteeism
rate during the 2020-2021 school year, roughly double the rate of students not on free and reduced







lunch. 
More than half of Native American students in Nebraska were chronically absent that year as well,
along with 40% of Black students and 29% of Hispanic students across the state.
School officials around Nebraska say the grinding effects of poverty contribute greatly to student
absenteeism.  
Joseph Lefdal, principal of Schuyler Central High School, estimated that 40 students in his building
work overnight shifts to earn an essential paycheck for their families. Many Schuyler students must
accompany family members to appointments to translate, or miss multiple days to visit family in
other countries. 
Lack of affordable local child care can also keep students with younger siblings from making it to the
classroom, said Nebraska City Public Schools Superintendent Mark Fritch. 
Deb Rasmussen, president of the Lincoln Education Association and a longtime school counselor,
described keeping food, clothes, toothpaste and a straightening iron in her room to meet student
needs.
It’s hard to go to class, and harder still to learn, when a student is worried about things like food,
clothing and stable housing, said Nicole Seymour, director of Greater Omaha Attendance and
Learning Services, which provides resources and counseling to chronically absent students. 
“They’re thinking about what’s for dinner tonight, and am I going to be able to locate that for my
kids?” Seymour said.
For students of all income levels, feelings of anxiety, depression and isolation have become more
common since the outset of COVID-19, school officials said. 
But students from low-income families are less likely to get help for these problems, and more likely
to miss school as a result. 
“The continued divide in those disparities of families that were already struggling, they just
intensified,” said Anne Hobbs, director of the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s Juvenile Justice
Institute. 
Absenteeism impacts students beyond their participation grades. Learning concepts often build
upon each other. It’s tough to relearn multiple days of concepts without consistent school
attendance. 
“We can’t relive what a teacher does for the kid every day in the classroom,” said Lisa Schroeder,
principal at Meadows Elementary School in Ralston. “We had chickens in kindergarten. We cannot
put that little chicken back in the egg and go through that process again. Your child misses out on
critical events, relationships, happenings.”
This lack of background knowledge impacts students’ current and future school performance.
“We have 174 days to really do the work,” Lefdal said. “Kids are missing 10, 15 days at a shot…They
might have passed the class, but the issue is, they haven’t met the standards.”
Students also fall behind their peers socially when they regularly miss class, sometimes creating or
worsening feelings of anxiety or isolation. 
Chronic absenteeism can also affect the entire classroom. Teachers are forced to balance students
who are grasping current material with those who are behind, sometimes sacrificing general
instruction or planning time to individually reteach students. Rasmussen described similar struggles
as a school counselor.
“That can take over my entire day,” Rasmussen said. “[Counselors] would want to go out and do
lessons on different things in the classroom. A lot of times, we spend all our time trying to track
down kids and their families.”







Now, some schools are working hard to reverse the effects of several years of skyrocketing
absenteeism. 
Schuyler Public Schools is one of the few school districts in the state to lower its rate of chronic
student absenteeism in the last few years. 
The school district has done so by creating a “recovery model” that requires students who are late or
absent to make up that time after school or on weekends.
This program helps students stay on track academically, while also creating flexibility in student
schedules, school leaders say. The district also dismisses students at 1:30 pm on Friday, providing
time for students to make up absences at the tail-end of the week. The program has been utilized by
pregnant students and students combating drug addiction, as well as those who work overnight
shifts.
“Schools want to put all this policy and procedure in place that hurts kids, that doesn’t do the right
things for them,” said Lefdal, the Schuyler high school principal. “But if we just spend a little time up
front and actually do the work with the kid when they’re not in trouble, then you’re building
relationships.”
Other Nebraska schools are focusing on rebuilding school communities while hoping to boost
attendance.
Southern School District 1, located in Gage County, is introducing eSports this school year. 
The goal: Reach students who don’t participate in athletics or the fine arts, and attempt to get them
invested in coming to school, said Superintendent Chris Prososki. 
Ogallala Public Schools has designed social media campaigns that target parents. 
Ralston Public Schools created staff trading cards with teacher photos and fun facts for students to
collect.
Ralston also added Principal Advisory Committees to each school, allowing a group of students to
advise their building principal on chosen topics. Schroeder’s committee at Meadows Elementary
focused on attendance.
Her students had a one-word answer when asked about an incentive to promptly attend class:
Candy. 
Ralston teachers now give Sour Patch Kids and lollipops to students in their seats when the first bell
rings.
School districts across the state are also utilizing federal and state funds to combat some of the root
causes of absenteeism. 
Nebraska City Public Schools was one of three Nebraska districts that received a federal grant that
allowed the district to contract community-based professional counseling for students. 
Gage County received a grant that requires stakeholders across the county to meet quarterly and
work to tackle the issues affecting school-age children.
“It is difficult sometimes in the rural area, because we don’t have as many resources that a Lincoln or
Omaha (have),” said Christina Lyons, director of Gage County Multiple Agencies Partnering for
Success Coalition. “What we don’t have in resources, we make up for in relationships. I feel like
every person at that school is working with this kid or this family wants to see them succeed, wants
to see them do their best.”
Back at Elliott Elementary in Lincoln, Mueller sits with her students in a circle, one of many strategies
she calls “restorative practices” in her classroom. 
Mueller was trained in restorative practices – a proactive mindset that intentionally builds
community that emphasizes relationships – six years ago through her school district. 







In her classroom, students are seated in a circle and hold a “talking object” when speaking. Mueller
and her students work together in the first week of school to create a social contract, which outlines
how students want to be treated by children and adults in the building. Since implementing these
practices, instructional periods are less hectic and student misbehaviors less frequent, she said.
“Kids, they want to be good,” Mueller said. “They want to do the right thing. They want to be a part
of a positive community. And so they’re gonna choose behavior that lets them be a part of that
community.”
By Emma Schartz
 


OWH: Nebraska not moving to penalize companies for
climate change policies


 
LINCOLN — Nebraska does not appear poised to join the small but growing number of states
enacting policies penalizing investment firms focused on climate change and environmental issues.
That is despite the fact Nebraska’s treasurer heads one of the leading organizations behind the
movement.
Nebraska Treasurer John Murante chairs the State Financial Officers Foundation, which was the
subject of a New York Times article in August. The story documented the connections between the
nonprofit foundation and a campaign to “weaponize state treasurers’ offices” against efforts to
reduce climate change. It includes the adoption of policies to restrict or otherwise punish companies
that reduce their support for fossil fuel businesses.
Murante, who declined a request for a formal interview and provided comments via email, said such
policies are not in the works in Nebraska at this time, but clarified his office has the authority to
make sure “Nebraska’s best financial interests are met.”
According to the New York Times reporting, after President Joe Biden’s election, the foundation
began its countereffort to slow his climate plan. Since then, at least five primarily conservative states
have passed laws to restrict businesses that have cut ties with fossil fuel companies.
For example, West Virginia earlier this year adopted a law that allows that state’s treasurer to
blacklist banks from receiving state contracts if the banks have limited their relationship with fossil
fuel companies. West Virginia’s treasurer said in a press release that the law would help “protect our
coal, oil and natural gas workers and companies from unfair, un-American boycotts.”
Similar policies have not been proposed in Nebraska, and outgoing State Sen. Matt Williams of
Gothenburg, who chairs the Legislature’s Banking, Commerce and Insurance Committee, said he
hasn’t caught wind of any potential bills that may come up in future legislative sessions. Moreover,
he said he doesn’t think it would be wise to put “fences” around Nebraska’s borders simply because
a company supports climate action.
In addition to being largely run by Republicans, the states that have adopted those policies also tend
to be rich in fossil fuel resources — coal in Kentucky and West Virginia, oil and gas in Texas and
Oklahoma.
By comparison, Nebraska has a low stake in the fossil fuel industry. It doesn’t produce any coal, and
contributes only 0.03% of the nation’s total crude oil reserves, according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration.
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While Nebraska’s fossil fuel presence is small and slowing, the state’s renewable energy industry is
small but growing. The Energy Information Administration reported that Nebraska is the country’s
second-largest producer of fuel ethanol, and has some of the best wind energy potential in the U.S.
The State Financial Officers Foundation and its members have been accused of pushing the
restrictions out of political motivations, rather than doing so for the financial benefit of their states.
Dawn Rockey, a Democrat who served a term as Nebraska treasurer in the 1990s, said although the
treasurer is an elected position, it hasn’t traditionally been seen as a partisan role.
The treasurer serves as the chief financial officer for the state government. The office offers college
savings plans, seeks to return unclaimed property to citizens and handles child support payments.
Rockey said she doesn’t see how the climate change policies could be interpreted as anything other
than a political move.
“It’s outside the scope of the job,” Rockey said.
State Financial Officers Foundation members, including Murante, a Republican, have rebuked these
accusations, arguing that they are not the ones playing politics — it’s the climate activists pushing a
political agenda.
“We simply want financial institutions to make the best decisions based on their fiduciary
responsibility, not based on politics,” Murante said in the email.
One company at the center of this issue is the multitrillion-dollar investment firm BlackRock, whose
CEO Larry Fink has openly stated his desire to move away from fossil fuels in favor of more
sustainable energy sources.
BlackRock has landed on lists of blacklisted firms in West Virginia and Texas.
Murante said his office does not have a “banking relationship” with BlackRock. However, several
other state offices are focusing on the company.
The Nebraska State Investment Council, which Murante is a nonvoting member of, heard a
presentation from BlackRock representatives in July about a policy known as “Environmental, Social
and Governance,” or ESG, which is criteria used by companies to make environmentally smart
investments.
And in August, Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson joined 18 other attorneys general
in signing onto a letter questioning BlackRock’s practices “of putting investors’ interests and returns
behind the asset manager’s ideological push.”
Peterson told The World-Herald that he became concerned about BlackRock after hearing about the
company’s views in the news. His office has not received any complaints about the company.
Climate change policy should be debated by state legislatures, rather than dictated by businesses,
Peterson said. He described the practices by BlackRock as “corporate tyranny.” Although there are
other companies that concern Peterson for similar reasons, he said BlackRock is “the biggest dog in
the backyard.”
Peterson said he hopes by shining a spotlight on BlackRock, smaller companies take it as a cue to
reduce their support for climate action.
Meanwhile, Michael Walden-Newman with the Nebraska Investment Council said BlackRock’s
presentation was mainly to educate the council about ESG. He said he approached BlackRock
requesting the presentation after Fink released a letter supporting ESG earlier this year. BlackRock
oversees some of the council’s investments.
Walden-Newman declined to say whether the council, which manages $40 billion in investments,
was considering any actions for or against BlackRock.
Murante asserted that companies supporting ESG have a “devastating” impact on Nebraskans and
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the state’s economy. Similar to Peterson, Murante said climate change policies need to be
considered “in Washington, not Wall Street.”
“There are attacks by extremist global elites on American farmers, ranchers, and energy production
going on right now,” Murante said in the email.
However, many environmental experts argue that climate change mitigation is financially wise,
mainly because efforts will only become more expensive as time goes on.
Climate change could be especially costly in states like Nebraska, where the agriculture sector is
known as the backbone of the state’s economy. A recent report from the Federal Reserve Bank of
Kansas City noted that Nebraska’s gross domestic product grew at the fastest pace in 10 years during
2021, largely “driven by expansion in many industries and notable strength in agriculture.”
A 2014 report by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln noted that climate change-induced stresses will
lead to declines in crop and livestock production in many agricultural regions.
By Erin Bamer
 


Nebraska Examiner: Prairie preservationists mourn loss of
virgin prairie at Google data center site


 
“Anybody can love the mountains, but it takes a soul to love the prairie.” — Willa Cather
OMAHA — A prairie in bloom has a special attraction for biologists like Tom Bragg and Glenn Pollock.
Both can tell stories of being chased off a small, private plot of virgin prairie they had individually
spied while driving along State Street in northwest Omaha.
“The guy who owned it was very grumpy, and he’d run people off,” said Pollock, a retired Omaha
medical technician who has helped manage prairie plots in the metro area for 30 years. 
But these days, these two prairie proponents are in mourning.
That 5-acre prairie plot along State Street, which had been harvested for its hay for decades, was
bulldozed away about a year ago as part of Google’s plan to build a $750 million data center just
west of Nebraska Highway 133.
Bragg, a University of Nebraska at Omaha professor who specializes in prairie ecosystems and
manages UNO’s 525-acre Glacier Creek Preserve, said there’s a special kind of sadness when one of
Nebraska’s few remaining, never-plowed prairies is lost.
Tallgrass prairie covered 170 million acres
Tallgrass prairies once covered 170 million acres of the Great Plains, including most of eastern
Nebraska. But farming and development have taken out an estimated 98% to 99% of it, leaving only
small remnants in what was an ocean of grass.
In the Omaha area, only about eight virgin prairie plots remain, compared to about 22 in 1980, said
Bragg and Pollock.
Prairies, Pollock said, are “just flat-out beautiful.”
“It’s part of our natural history, our heritage,” he said. “We’re just throwing away the pieces.”
“It’s gone,” Bragg said of the State Street prairie. “It was not in the best spot (near development
sites). It was not too surprising that someone did it in.”
But what most disappoints Bragg and Pollock is that the City of Omaha has guidelines to protect
virgin prairie and, in this case, those guidelines weren’t followed.
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Master plan calls for protection
The City of Omaha’s Master Plan calls for “effective measures” to protect “natural features” from
destruction, features such as ravines, wetlands, Missouri River bluffs and prairies.
The plan, more of a guideline than an edict, calls for mitigation if a woodland, wetland or virgin
prairie is to be removed by development. In the case of virgin prairie, two acres of such prairie
should be replaced for every acre removed.
But Eric Englund, Omaha’s assistant city planner, said the existence of a native prairie never came up
during discussions in which he was present over the Google project, which was a well-kept
secret until it was announced in April by Mayor Stothert and other officials.
The prairie, Englund said, was identified on a map kept by the City Parks Department. But for some
reason, it did not come up, he said, during the approval process of the Google project.
‘Don’t know if it was missed’
“I don’t know if it was missed, or if it was agreed that mitigation of the prairie was not necessary,” he
said.
While mitigation for removal of wetlands and trees is regularly done as part of development
agreements, Englund said this is the first time in his 16 years with the city that a virgin prairie was
involved.
He said he has had some brief conversations with representatives of Google about the loss of the
prairie plot, but at this point, after the city has already approved the development plan, there is no
intention of requiring the company to replace it.
“If they want to recreate some prairie, that’s up to them,” Englund said.
“The city dropped the ball,” Pollock said.
Both Pollack and Bragg don’t exactly blame Google for the destruction, since they may not have
been aware they they were scraping away virgin prairie.
But they are frustrated that saving the prairie wasn’t considered, and wonder why the giant tech
company, which touts itself as using carbon-free energy and seeking a sustainable future, didn’t do
its own inventory of the land it purchased — before the bulldozers moved in.
“They should have had a biologist go to look at a site to see what they bought,” Pollock said. 
Google working with ‘local partners’
When emailed several questions and asked to comment, Google spokesman Devon Smiley
responded with one sentence: “We have been working closely with our local partners in Omaha to
determine a suitable plan.”
Both Bragg and Pollock have been involved in saving prairie plots elsewhere in the metro area.
Bragg worked with the city to preserve one virgin prairie, the Bauermeister Prairie at Zorinsky Lake.
He also worked on the Bluestem Prairie Preserve near 168th and Blondo Streets, which has portions
of that were virgin prairie.
Bragg has also worked to transform farmland back into prairie at UNO’s Glacier Creek Preserve, at
144th and State Streets, which features a restored barn that hosts concerts, art shows and meetings.
Pollock helps manage several prairie areas, including the Audubon Prairie, near 72nd Street and
McKinley Road, of which is half virgin prairie. He also helps manage virgin prairie at the Cuming City
Cemetery near Blair and at Vincent Bluff State Preserve in Council Bluffs.
Can learn from prairie
We can learn a lot about surviving drought and dry weather from prairie plants, he said. The deep-
rooted prairie plants are the main reason Nebraska has such rich soils, he added.
Pollock said he’s not interested in requiring Google to mitigate the loss of the prairie, although
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something similar occurred voluntarily in the past.
When Google first built a data center in Council Bluffs 15 years ago, workers removed dirt from the
sensitive Loess Hills bluffs nearby, he said, which raised concerns from conservationists.
Not much happened until a $20,000 check arrived in the mailbox of one of those who protested,
Pollock said, written out to the Loess Hills Preservation Society.
The money, he said, was a big help in restoring and cleaning up the site of the Vincent Bluff Preserve.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Top Republican on House Veterans Affairs Committee
tours Omaha VA hospital


 
The top Republican on the House Veterans Affairs Committee got a look at the Omaha VA hospital
and its 2-year-old ambulatory care clinic this week.
He liked what he saw.
“You’ve got a great facility,” said Rep. Mike Bost, R-Illinois. “There are certain VA facilities that are
aging out, certain ones the veterans don’t want to go to. You don’t get that here.”
Bost, a Marine Corps veteran who has served in the U.S. House of Representatives since 2015, joined
Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., for a tour that also included the Victory Apartments for formerly homeless
veterans and Omaha National Cemetery.
Bost is in line to chair the committee if Republicans manage to retake the House in the November
elections.
He also has visited VA hospitals and clinics in Illinois and Iowa this past week as part of his committee
oversight duties.
“It also allows us to carry best practices from one to the other,” Bost said. “Each one is uniquely
different.”
Bacon wanted Bost to see the clinic, which was built through a public-private partnership authorized
by legislation championed by Bacon and authored by his Democratic predecessor, Brad Ashford.
A decade ago, Congress approved $56 million as a down payment on a new VA hospital to replace
the outdated Omaha facility, which opened in 1950.
But the VA construction program broke down after massive cost overruns plagued a hospital
construction project in Colorado. The Omaha project languished on the VA’s wish list.
In 2016, Nebraska’s congressional delegation successfully pushed through the CHIP-IN for Veterans
Act, which allowed private contributions to VA construction projects. The philanthropic group
Heritage Omaha (previously known as Heritage Services) raised $30 million locally and managed the
project, which opened in August 2020.
The act was reauthorized last year. The VA has made use of the legislation for another project in
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Bacon said it is also being used to contribute as much as $1 billion in local money
to the planned $2.6 billion Project NExT.
The UNMC/Nebraska Medicine project would combine a state-of-the-art teaching hospital with a
federally funded research facility to boost the nation’s response to pandemics, natural disasters and
environmental catastrophes.
UNMC has also floated the possibility of including a new inpatient hospital for the VA in Project
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NExT.
Bost said he hopes to see more projects follow the Omaha model.
“It’s an amazing veterans hospital,” he said. “What’s most amazing is what they’ve done with the
public-private partnership.”
Besides visiting the VA sites, Bost and Bacon attended a ceremony Wednesday to mark the signing of
a U.S. Army “Partnership for Your Success” (PaYS) agreement with Truck Center Companies, a truck
dealership in Sarpy County.
The PaYS program guarantees Army and Army National Guard soldiers five job interviews at
participating companies after they leave the military.
By Steve Liewer
 


AP: US election conspiracies find fertile ground in
conferences


 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — On a quiet Saturday in an Omaha hotel, about 50 people gathered in a
ballroom to learn about elections.
The subject wasn’t voter registration drives or poll worker volunteer training. Instead, they paid $25
each to listen to panelists lay out conspiracy theories about voting machines and rigged election
results. In language that sometimes leaned into violent imagery, some panelists called on those
attending to join what they framed as a battle between good and evil.
Among those in the audience was Melissa Sauder, who drove nearly 350 miles from the small
western Nebraska town of Grant with her 13-year-old daughter. After years of combing internet
sites, listening to podcasts and reading conservative media reports, Sauder wanted to learn more
about what she believes are serious problems with the integrity of U.S. elections.
She can’t shake the belief that voting machines are being manipulated even in her home county,
where then-President Donald Trump won 85% of the vote in 2020.
“I just don’t know the truth because it’s not open and apparent, and it’s not transparent to us,” said
Sauder, 38. “We are trusting people who are trusting the wrong people.”
It’s a sentiment now shared by millions of people in the United States after relentless attacks on the
outcome of the 2020 presidential election by Trump and his allies. Nearly two years after that
election, no evidence has emerged to suggest widespread fraud or manipulation while reviews in
state after state have upheld the results showing President Joe Biden won.
Even so, the attacks and falsehoods have made an impact: An Associated Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research poll from 2021 found that about two-thirds of Republicans say they do not
think Biden was legitimately elected.
Events like the one held Aug. 27 in Nebraska’s largest city are one reason why.
Billed as the “Nebraska Election Integrity Forum,” the conference featured some of the nation’s
most prominent figures pushing conspiracy theories that the last presidential election was stolen
from Trump through widespread fraud or manipulation of voting machines. It was just one of dozens
of similar events that have been held around the country for the better part of a year.
Despite the relatively light attendance, the events are often livestreamed and recorded, ensuring
they can reach a wide audience.
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Over eight hours with only a brief lunch break, attendees were deluged with election conspiracies,
complete with charts and slide shows. Speakers talked about tampering of voting machines or the
systems that store voter rolls, ballot-box stuffing and massive numbers of votes cast by dead people
and non-U.S. citizens -- all theories that have been debunked.
There is no evidence of widespread fraud or tampering with election equipment that could have
affected the outcome of the 2020 election, in which Biden won both the popular vote — topping the
Republican incumbent by more than 7 million nationwide — and the Electoral College count.
Numerous official reviews and audits in the six battleground states where Trump challenged his loss
have upheld the validity of the results. Judges, including some appointed by Trump, dismissed
numerous lawsuits making various claims of fraud and wrongdoing.
Trump’s former attorney general, William Barr, and other advisers and top government officials told
him there was no evidence of widespread fraud. As part of the U.S. House committee’s investigation
of the riot at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, Barr told congressional investigators that the claims by
Trump allies surrounding voting machines were disturbing but also were “made in such a sensational
way that they obviously were influencing a lot of people.” He added that the false claims were doing
a “grave disservice to the country.”
Many local and state election officials have said the conspiracies have already led to rampant
misinformation, vitriol aimed at election workers and calls to toss out voting equipment. Trey
Grayson, a former Republican secretary of state in Kentucky who is critical of those spreading
conspiracy theories, said previous election-year attacks were focused on candidates or political
parties but now are targeted at election administration.
“There are a lot of really bad actors here that are trying to undermine confidence in a system. It is
dangerous,” he said.
Despite all the evidence that the 2020 election was fair and the results accurate, the conspiracy
theories have persuaded many Republicans otherwise — with real world consequences.
In New Mexico this year, fears of voting machines being manipulated led one rural county
commission to threaten that it would vote against certifying the results of its primary election even
though the county clerk insisted the results were accurate. In Nevada, a rural county is pushing
ahead with a plan to count by hand its thousands of ballots this November, a lengthy and painstaking
process that ironically could lead to errors.
At the Omaha conference, evidence of an accurate election was ignored as speaker after speaker
told attendees that machines are rigged and elections are stolen. One of the event’s headliners was
Patrick Byrne, the former CEO of Overstock.com who said he has spent some $20 million of his own
money since 2020 trying to prove that voting machines were manipulated in that election and
remain susceptible to tampering.
Wearing jeans and a black suit jacket over a yellow T-shirt, Byrne began his presentation by saying
voting machines are vulnerable to hacking and outlining various security failures associated with
them.
That any technology is vulnerable, including voting machines, is not in dispute. State and local
election officials throughout the U.S. have focused on improving their security defenses with help
from the federal government. After the 2016 election, the government designated voting systems as
“critical infrastructure” -- on par with the nation’s banks, dams and nuclear power plants.
Government and election security experts have declared the 2020 election as “the most secure in
American history.”
But Byrne and some of the other speakers said they believe government has been corrupted and
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cannot be trusted. In his remarks, he complained about those who say fraud did not occur in 2020
and about journalists who report that, labeling them “election fraud deniers.”
He accused critics of “trying to incite violence” and later told the attendees that China is planning to
take over the U.S. by 2030.
“I can promise, every nice home in the United States, there’s someone in China who already has a
deed to your home,” Byrne said, eliciting gasps from the crowd.
Another main speaker at the Omaha event was Douglas Frank, an Ohio math and science educator
who has been traveling the country engaging with community groups and meeting with local
election officials, offering to examine and analyze their voting systems.
Commonly known as Dr. Frank because of his doctorate in chemistry, he gives off a professorial vibe
with his signature bow tie and glasses. He peppers his presentations with algorithms, line graphs and
charts that he claims prove elections are corrupt. Frank said he has been to 43 states over the past
20 months.
He had harsh words for some of those who oversee elections at the state level.
“I like to tell people that we have evil secretaries of states,” Frank said. “We have a few of those in
our country, and it’s sort of like World War II — when the war’s over, we need to have Nuremberg
trials and we need to have firing squads, OK? I’m looking forward to the trials, OK?”
The crowd applauded.
State and local election officials have faced a barrage of harassment and death threats since the
2020 election. That has led some to quit or retire, raising concerns about a loss of experience
heading into the November general election, along with worries that their replacements may seek to
meddle in elections or tamper with voting systems.
Also addressing the audience was Tina Peters, the clerk of Mesa County, Colorado, who has been
charged in a security breach of voting systems in her election office. She has claimed she had an
obligation to investigate and produced reports purporting to show tampering with voting systems,
but her claims have been debunked by local authorities and experts.
During her remarks over video conference, Peters impugned the integrity of judges who have
rejected dozens of legal efforts to challenge the 2020 presidential results. She urged citizens to join
in the fight.
“You can’t be afraid of going to jail,” Peters told the crowd. “They can’t get us all. Be bold. Be
courageous. The Lord is on our side.”
Frank, in an online post after the event, apologized for remarks he made during the forum about
Nebraska’s chief election official, Secretary of State Bob Evnen. Frank had called Evnen, a
Republican, incompetent and said the official had “made a fool of himself” by refuting Frank’s
assertions that called into question the security of Nebraska’s election.
One of the organizers of the event was Robert Borer, who unsuccessfully challenged Evnen in
Nebraska’s GOP primary this year. Borer said he ran because he was convinced that state election
officials were not doing enough to address fraud and he believes the 2020 election was stolen.
“The whole objective of that election was to take down Trump,” he said.
Since losing his bid to become the state’s top election official, Borer has launched a campaign for
Nebraska governor as a write-in candidate. This means his name will not appear on the November
ballot, which, for him and his supporters, is entirely the point.
“We don’t want the machines to count our votes,” Borer said. “If someone casts a write-in vote, the
machine has to kick that out. It cannot read that vote, so they have to count that manually.”
The Omaha conference was sponsored by American Citizens & Candidates Forum for Election
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Integrity, which has hosted more than a dozen such gatherings since the 2020 election.
The event was a study in contradictions.
Speakers insisted the issue of election integrity transcended party politics, with many repeating “this
is not about Republicans or Democrats,” before maligning both Democrats and so-called RINOs -- an
acronym for “Republicans in name only” -- as “evil“ or “criminal.”
Speakers insisted that they rejected violence, yet they were throwing out menacing terms.
“I believe we’re in a civil war,” Graham Ledger, a conservative television show host, told the crowd
at one point. “It’s an unconventional, asymmetrical civil war, but it’s red state versus blue state
now.”
Mark Finchem, the Republican nominee for secretary of state in Arizona, appeared remotely and
spoke about his efforts to compel his state to ditch voting machines and switch to hand-counting
ballots. Election experts say that process is time-consuming, will delay results and is unnecessary due
to the rigorous testing that occurs before and after an election to ensure the equipment is working
correctly.
“We have a fight on our hands,” Finchem told attendees. “The establishment and the Democrats
want to do everything they can to subvert our elections.”
The speakers urged those in attendance to take action. That includes getting to know their local
election officials and local sheriff, and to volunteer to be poll watchers for the November election
with the goal of reporting any activity they think could be fraudulent.
Omaha resident Kathy Austin said she recently submitted her name to serve as a poll worker, but has
not heard back from local election officials. She is convinced that the 2020 election was stolen from
Trump.
“I had not really been involved in politics before the 2020 election,” said Austin, 75. That began to
change after she saw posts making claims of election fraud on the social media platform Telegram,
which is popular with Trump supporters.
“Then I talked to different people,” she said. “And the more I learned, the more it became clear
there is a problem.”
By Margery A. Beck and Christina A. Cassidy
 


OWH: Court hearing in Herbster v. Slama lawsuit postponed
for second time


 
LINCOLN — The next chapter in the saga of dueling lawsuits between former gubernatorial
candidate Charles W. Herbster and State Sen. Julie Slama has been postponed for a second time.
The next hearing in the case, which had been scheduled for Tuesday, is now scheduled for Oct. 3
after Slama’s team filed for the postponement Friday morning. The hearing was originally scheduled
for Aug. 15, before it was pushed for the first time.
Judge Rick Schreiner said the hearing will consider arguments on a motion by Slama’s legal team,
which would require Herbster’s team to hand over information relevant to the case.
Herbster filed a defamation lawsuit against the Dunbar senator in April after the Nebraska Examiner
reported allegations from eight women who said Herbster — a Republican mega-donor and then-
candidate for governor — had groped them in recent years. Slama was the only named accuser in
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that initial report.
She answered Herbster’s lawsuit quickly and filed a counterclaim alleging sexual battery.
The first hearing in the case was held in June, where Schreiner considered five motions, but only
made decisions on two of them.
Slama had given notice to depose Herbster on May 6, but Herbster opted not to attend. At the first
hearing, Herbster’s lawyers filed a motion to quash the deposition notice and seek a protective order
that would limit his deposition to “scheduling at a mutually convenient time.”
Schreiner overruled the motion from Herbster’s legal team, but a new deposition was not scheduled
at the hearing. Since then, Schreiner ruled that Herbster could add more evidence to his defamation
complaint against Slama, and that the deposition could wait until the amended complaints were
filed.
Herbster’s team filed their amended complaint on July 28, but Slama’s lawyers requested an
extension to answer the complaint, pushing the deadline to Sept. 26.
Since the first hearing, Schreiner also quashed Herbster’s request for a protective order against
Slama’s attorneys for, in the words of Herbster’s attorney, attempting to try the case in the press.
Both Herbster and Slama’s lawyers did not respond to multiple requests for comment via email.
By Erin Bamer
 


Nebraska Examiner: Former Republican Wright could join
Nebraska governor’s race as nonpartisan


 
OMAHA — Nebraska voters looking beyond the two major political parties and a Libertarian could
have a fourth choice on November’s general election ballot for governor.
Long-odds candidate David Wright of Ewing is trying to get on — as a nonpartisan candidate.
Wright, a former Republican who has re-registered as a nonpartisan, should hear next week if he
turned in enough valid signatures to petition onto the fall ballot.
Wright spoke at a Kearney event organized in July by the Nebraska Freedom Coalition to help topple
the former leaders of the Nebraska Republican Party. He is a long-time conservative who advocates
replacing income and property taxes with a sales tax on goods and services called a consumption tax.
His campaign declined to comment Friday about the signatures. Wright is a former rancher who
helped found the Independent Cattlemen of Nebraska. He owned weekly newspapers in Neligh,
Ewing and Clearwater, which his campaign website said he sold in 2019. 
A partisan nonpartisan
An interesting quirk: His pick for lieutenant governor on a potential nonpartisan ticket is still
registered as a Republican. Tom Dierks, a social worker and a former legislative candidate in Lincoln,
is the son of former State Sen. Cap Dierks. 
The Secretary of State’s Office said it could find no state law that prevents Dierks from running as a
nonpartisan candidate for lieutenant governor while being a Republican.
Nebraska election law prevents gubernatorial candidates from running as nonpartisans if they
belong to a party. It does not ponder the running mates of nonpartisans petitioning onto the ballot.
Potential impact on GOP
If Wright makes the fall ballot, he could pull some conservative voters away from the GOP nominee
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for governor, University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen of Columbus.
Another wrinkle could be the write-in candidacy of former GOP Secretary of State candidate Robert
Borer, an election denier who has said Pillen is not his GOP nominee.
Borer has until Oct. 28 to file the affidavit to have his write-in votes counted, officials said. He will
also have to pay a $1,050 filing fee. He had not filed as of Friday afternoon.
Borer, in a message to supporters Saturday, described his effort as a “war” on “the self-appointed
ruling class.” He said “patriots” should vote against Pillen and Blood.
Wright, Borer and Libertarian candidate Scott Zimmerman of Omaha could shave off some of the
258,000-voter registration advantage that the GOP and its candidates enjoy over Democrats in
Nebraska.
But Pillen remains the race’s favorite over Democratic State Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, political
observers said. 
GOP, Dems react
New Nebraska Republican Party chairman Eric Underwood said in a previous interview that he
respects the right of Republicans and former Republicans to speak out and run.
But, he said, the party and his fellow Republicans support Pillen as their nominee.
State GOP spokeswoman Meg Kallina preached unity behind Pillen and other conservative
Republican candidates “rooted in the Constitution.” She called him the “governor-elect.”
“Republicans are the party of conservative values,” Kallina said in a statement Friday. “One message,
one goal…one team.”  
Nebraska Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb said she sees something else, a Republican Party that is
“torn at the seam.”
“They do not have a unified party,” Kleeb said. “There are at least three competing factions that will
divide up their voters, giving Democrats a clear path, not only for Congress and governor, but for the
Legislature as well.”
What’s next
Under state law, Wright must gather 4,000 signatures statewide, including 750 from each of
Nebraska’s three congressional districts. Verification takes days.
Election officials at the state and county levels will have to hurry because the November ballot must
be finalized by Sept. 16 to print ballots for early voting.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH Editorial: Student journalists' press freedoms attacked
by school officials


 
Editor’s Note: Lee Enterprises’ Nebraska daily newspapers — the Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln
Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, Kearney Hub, Beatrice Daily Sun, Columbus Telegram,
Fremont Tribune, North Platte Telegraph, Scottsbluff Star-Herald and York News-Times — are taking
the unusual step of uniting our editorial voices today to address a vital freedom of the press issue in
Grand Island.
In the latest snub to student journalists’ First Amendment rights, Northwest School District officials
in Grand Island have not only eliminated the high school newspaper, but also cut the journalism







program in its entirety.
This is an unreasonable — and unconstitutional — attack on press freedom and we, the editors of
Lee Enterprises’ Nebraska daily newspapers, strongly encourage district officials to reconsider their
decision.
It’s true that student journalism rights in Nebraska are not unlimited. In Hazelwood School District v.
Kuhlmeier (1988), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that school officials can censor school-sponsored
publications if their decision is “reasonably related to a legitimate pedagogical purpose.” This means
school officials must show that they have a reasonable educational reason for censoring the
material.
We would love to know what educational reason the superintendent and administrators have for
censoring their student journalists, ending the Northwest High School’s newspaper, the Viking Saga,
and shutting down the journalism program. Keep in mind, this is happening at a public school.
The limited explanations given from them appear to be far from reasonable. In fact, it looks more
like narrow-minded, blatant censorship and total disregard for the First Amendment — based in
anti-LGBTQIA+ sentiment.
Printed in May at the end of the 2021-22 school year, the final edition of the Viking Saga included
two student editorials on LGBTQ topics, and a news article titled, “Pride and prejudice: LGBTQIA+”
on the origins of Pride Month (June) and the history of homophobia. Other articles in the paper
explained registering for classes, highlighted achievements by the Future Business Leaders of
America chapter and told the story of a group of siblings’ adoption.
As first reported by the Grand Island Independent’s Jessica Votipka, Northwest Superintendent Jeff
Edwards said the decision to cut the paper and program was nothing more than “administrative.”
Northwest Public School Board Vice President Zach Mader gave a little more insight to the
Independent, saying that in the past, “I do think there have been talks of doing away with our
newspaper if we were not going to be able to control content that we saw (as) inappropriate.”
What exactly was deemed inappropriate? Was the information in the class registration story totally
inaccurate or libelous? Was there a public outcry from members of other clubs infuriated by
coverage of the FBLA’s awards? Was the piece about adoption that polemical?
Nope.
Earlier this year, the Saga staff were reprimanded by district officials after publishing the preferred
pronouns and names of transgender and non-binary students in bylines and articles. The students
were told to only use birth names going forward. For some people who identify as transgender or
non-binary, being forced to use their birth or “dead” name can be a traumatic experience.
Then came the June issue.
“The very last (Saga) issue that came out this year, there was … a little bit of hostility amongst
some,” Mader said. “There were editorials that were essentially, I guess what I would say, LGBTQ.”
There it is.
If this is truly the case, then the district cannot invoke Hazelwood as a defense for its actions. Bigotry
is not a reasonable educational reason for censorship.
Truth is not always comfortable. Student journalists have the right to report on the truths that affect
them and their school communities, even if district officials don’t like the subject matter. Taking
offense to something is a personal choice. Prejudice should have no part here.
Don’t wrap up censorship in pretty paper and try to call it “administrative.”
In the wake of Hazelwood, some states — including our neighbor to the east, Iowa — wisely passed
laws protecting student journalists and their advisors. In 2021, Nebraska Sen. Adam Morfeld
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introduced and admirably fought for LB 88, a bill that would have prohibited school districts from
censoring student publications. Sadly, it was killed when it fell three votes short of the threshold
needed to shut off debate after six hours. No meaningful action has been taken on the legislation
since its failure in 2021.
We hope in the next legislative session there will be a senator, or group of senators, brave enough to
reintroduce similar legislation to protect Nebraska’s student journalists and prevent further acts of
censorship.
Fifty-two years ago, the famed (and androgynous) singer-songwriter David Bowie sang “… And these
children that you spit on as they try to change their worlds are immune to your consultations.
They’re quite aware of what they’re going through …”
Those words — like those written in the First Amendment that constitutionally protect the freedom
of press — still hold true. We, the editors of Lee Enterprises’ Nebraska newspapers — as well as
countless other journalists around the state and country — stand with the student journalists of the
Northwest High School Viking Saga and condemn the actions of the district’s administrators and
superintendent.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: When it comes to the climate, if
we’re not part of the solution, we’re part of the problem


 
Well, it’s official: OPPD will be burning coal at the North Omaha plant for three years longer than
they promised. They got themselves into a real fix. Those who live in North Omaha will bear the
brunt of the polluted air for three more years.
Omaha is already ranked in the top 10 cities in the U.S. for asthma rates and North Omaha has the
highest rates within Omaha. So, what should be done? The resolution that the OPPD Board passed in
August acknowledged the need to not only engage the North Omaha community, but to also
diminish the impact on North Omaha of burning coal for three more years.
One thing that can help is for Omaha to finally get moving on a Climate Action Plan like 35 out of the
top 50 most populated cities already have. City Council President Pete Festersen will be putting forth
a resolution at the September 13 City Council meeting to fund a consultant to get the Climate Action
Plan started after it has languished for months. Lincoln already has a Climate Action Plan.
OPPD is in the process of hiring a vice president for sustainability and environmental affairs. It is
essential that OPPD, leaders in the Omaha-metro area and organizations such as the Sierra Club that
have been working on climate solutions for decades, cooperate on the Climate Action Plan.
There is much talk and considerable funding for economic development in Omaha’s downtown core
as well as in North and South Omaha. It is vital that new buildings are energy efficient and have solar
energy where feasible. There should be programs to help people to make their homes more energy
efficient. Otherwise, Omaha will be locked into a future of greater and greater energy needs.
Energy efficiency and solar energy will help stabilize the grid and will save on electric bills for the
owners and occupants of the new buildings. The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which got no support
from Nebraska’s Congressional delegation, should be able to assist in this clean transition.
Schools, churches, public buildings and parking lots (like the parking lots at Disneyland Paris) should
produce their own solar energy. For example, science and technology magnet schools (like King







Science Center) could add solar to their roof and parking lot. Using the model that some schools in
Florida have adopted, these schools could serve as learning centers about renewable energy, and
with battery backup they can serve as emergency shelters during outages or cooling centers on hot
days like we’ve had so many of this summer. When not acting as a shelter or cooling center the
schools are saving thousands of dollars on their electric bills.
We could duplicate the solar project that KCI Airport’s is developing or Offutt AFB could look to
Edwards AFB’s public/private solar development.
The transportation sector can embrace electric vehicles. The Omaha metro area can be creative in
using IRA funds to electrify public vehicles and corporate fleets. This has already started in other
cities in the U.S; and around the world.
If we’re not part of the solution, we’re part of the problem. Our $3.5 billion 2019 flood (including the
compromising of Offutt AFB and the National Guard Facility) and our current drought, should be a
wake-up call that we need to address the climate crisis. It’s going to take a team effort.
David E. Corbin, Ph.D. is the energy committee chair of the Nebraska Sierra Club, and an advisory
board member of the American Public Health Association’s Center for Climate, Health & Equity.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Response to Omaha Archdiocese’s
policy on human sexuality for Catholic schools


 
The Archdiocese of Omaha recently approved a “Policy on Human Sexuality” for “Students, Parents,
and Guardians” and “Employees and Volunteers” to be added to Catholic schools’ handbooks. Based
on widespread negative responses to the policy, Archbishop Lucas announced that he is delaying its
implementation (Aug. 31, 2022) and invites additional feedback. We offer constructive feedback on
the policy in our response.
The policy, which has three specific directives, sparked outrage among many faculty, administrators,
students, and parents. First, the school “shall not sponsor, endorse, facilitate, host, or provide any
accommodation to any person, group, entity, event, or activity that would condone or promote a
view of sexual identity that is contrary to the church’s teachings, including views of gender and
sexuality contrary to Catholic teachings.”
Second, schools “shall, at all times, act toward a person in accordance with his or her biological sex
at birth. In all cases, the school must act in accord with Christian charity.”
Third, “at all times, students, children, and youth participating in … activities shall conduct
themselves in accord with their biological sex at birth.”
We have several comments to make regarding this policy. First, the language of the policy is
ambiguous. It allows for students to have a “romantic date … only with a person of the opposite
biological sex.” What constitutes “a romantic date?” What are the criteria for making this distinction
between same-sex friends and heterosexual friends? It notes that if an “expression of gender, sexual
identity or sexuality should cause confusion, disrupt the educational integrity of the Catholic
education program, or cause scandal, the matter will be discussed with the student and his/her
parent.” If unable to be resolved, the student will be dismissed from the school. All of these criteria
are ambiguous and open to interpretation.
In addition, “students will conduct themselves in accord with their biological sex at all times ….”
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What does this mean? Catholic teaching affirms that sex and gender are distinct though inseparable
and promotes scientific studies that attempt to discern how sexual difference is lived out in various
cultures. Such studies should inform our understanding of the interrelationship between sex and
gender. Church teaching acknowledges a plurality of cultural influences and understandings of how
gender is expressed, which is not even acknowledge in the policy. Who is qualified to judge what
constitutes an acceptable and unacceptable cultural expression of one’s biological sex and to
interpret and apply policy guidelines?
Second, the policy fails to distinguish between different, and even conflicting, Catholic teachings,
which all students, parents, faculty, etc., must conform to, and gives unjustified emphasis to Catholic
sexual teaching (CSeT) over Catholic social teaching (CSoT). Catholic teaching recognizes that people
do not choose their sexual orientation, it is part of their very identity, and calls for people with
“deep-seated homosexual tendencies” to be “accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity,”
but it immediately goes on to state that “every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be
avoided.”
The condemnation of “unjust discrimination” opens the door for the promotion of so-called “just
discrimination” against them. Yet CSoT is clear that discrimination is immoral. It teaches that “The
equality of men [and women] rests essentially on their dignity as persons and the rights that flow
from it: ‘Every form of social or cultural discrimination in fundamental personal rights on the
grounds of sex, race, color, social conditions, language, or religion must be curbed and eradicated as
incompatible with God’s design.’”
Pope Francis’ distinction between same-sex marriage and same-sex civil unions sheds light on the
policy’s prioritization of CSeT over CSoT. His recognition of legal protections for same-sex civil unions
makes an important distinction between civil law and church teaching, prioritizes Catholic social
teaching over sexual teaching, recognizes that LGBTQ+ people are discriminated against and need
legal protection, and calls the church to practice respect, compassion, and hospitality towards them.
If respect, compassion, and hospitality should extend to the civil and legal realms, it should certainly
extend to our Catholic institutions, including Catholic schools. The Archdiocesan policy fails
miserably on this account.
Third, one of the leading causes of young people leaving the church and teen suicides or attempted
suicides are discrimination and bullying related to one’s sexual identity, which is being formed
throughout adolescence. An international survey in 2016 demonstrated that those raised Catholic
were more likely than those raised in any other religion to cite negative treatment of LGBT+ persons
as their primary reason for leaving the church, 39% vs. 29% respectively.
A 2020 report on LGBT mental health reports that 48% of those surveyed reported engaging in self
harm in the past twelve months and 40% had seriously considered suicide in the past twelve
months. Jesuit James Martin accurately states that “Stigmatizing language, especially stigmatizing
language from religion [as found in the policy]…can have life-and-death consequences.”
Fourth, the policy violates the authority and inviolability of conscience. Pope Francis states the
church is called “to form consciences, not to replace them.” A well-formed conscience can, and
should, have the freedom to voice disagreement with the church’s non-infallible teaching on sexual
ethical issues without fear of any punitive response.
Finally, it is noteworthy that the policy designates all employees and volunteers, whether they are
involved in religious education or not, as ministerial. The “ministerial exception” is a specific legal
designation that allows the archdiocese to fire or dismiss anyone, regardless of their role in a specific
ministerial capacity, if that person is judged to have violated the policy. In other words, it protects







the archdiocese from discrimination lawsuits and promotes so-called “just discrimination.”
Human dignity, not legal protection against lawsuits, should be the motivation behind any Catholic
policy. Unfortunately, the current policy violates human dignity and will further alienate many young
people and those who educate them from the church.
By Todd A. Salzman and Michael G. Lawler
 


OWH Midlands Voices: This Labor Day, remember that we all
do better when we all do better


 
As the nation honors the incalculable contributions that organized labor has made to improve the
lives of all Americans on Labor Day, there are encouraging signs that the labor movement has
momentum on its side for the first time in decades. But can it be sustained to grow the labor
movement, which has been in decline since its heyday in the 1950s?
Fully 68% of Americans approve of labor unions, according to a Gallup poll conducted in September
2021, the highest measured by Gallup since 1965. This positive sentiment is particularly evident
among the surveyed 18- to 34-year-olds who delivered unions a whopping 77% approval rating.
One reason for the resurgence in labor’s popularity is the ever-widening wage gap between CEOs
and the average worker.
Data from the U.S. Commerce Department shows that corporate profit margins are the largest they
have been in 70 years. A recent study of 300 top U.S. companies published this summer by the
Institute for Policy Studies found that in 2021, the average gap between CEO and median worker pay
jumped to 670-to-1. That is not a typo: The average CEO received $670 in compensation for every $1
the worker received. And that is an 11% increase from the 2020 ratio of 604-to-1!
In addition, U.S. companies announced plans to buy back more than $300 billion of their own shares
in the first quarter of this year, and Goldman Sachs has estimated that buybacks could top $1 trillion
in 2022.
Simply put, the huge profits are going to CEOs and shareholders, not to the average worker.
As a result, exasperated workers are organizing throughout the United States, with successful union
efforts at more than 200 Starbucks across the nation, the historic unionization victory at an Amazon
warehouse on Staten Island, the first-ever unionization of an REI store, wins at two Google Fiber
stores in Kansas City, a growing effort to organize video game companies and Apple Stores, and
undergraduate student workers at Grinnell voting 327 to 6 to unionize, just to name a few.
New data from the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) shows the number of filings for union
elections is up 56% from October 2021 to June 2022. As of May 2022, petitions for elections for this
fiscal year have surpassed 2021.
This flurry of union organizing, led mostly by a new generation of leaders, is a natural reaction to the
prevailing economic model that mistakenly holds the maximization of short-term profits for
investors/owners as critical to the nation’s economic well-being.
Workers are choosing to unionize because organized labor is the most consistent voice for working
people, union and non-union, in the nation.
Unions have fought to improve the rights and protections for everyone who sells his or her
intelligence, experience, and strength to employers to earn a living.







Unions are the only institution in our economy whose purpose is to introduce meaningful democracy
to the nation’s workplaces and to help wage earners attain the American Dream.
Tragically, the American Dream, our aspiration that when we work hard and play by the rules, we
can get ahead so that our children will be better off than we are, is in jeopardy.
As President John F. Kennedy said, “Those who would destroy or further limit the rights of organized
labor – those who would cripple collective bargaining or prevent organization of the unorganized –
do a disservice to the cause of democracy.”
Our nation’s best hope to empower workers, level the economic playing field, and improve the lives
of working families, is through unions.
As history has proven, we all do better when we all do better.
Jim Begley is the director of the William Brennan Institute for Labor Studies at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. The views and opinions expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views of
the University of Nebraska.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Home visitors helped me turn my life
around and helped me be a better parent


 
Two years ago, I was in rough shape. I was homeless, addicted to drugs and expecting a baby.
Going to jail and bottoming out in a dark place took me on a detour that was painful and hard, but I
came out on the other side in a brighter place. I couldn’t have done all this myself and one of the
most helpful things that happened to me was getting engaged with the home-visiting program at the
Healthy Families Nebraska Panhandle site.
The home visitor who got to know me — and helped me get focused and healthy — quite simply
changed my life. She helped me find work, stay clear of drugs and, most importantly, worked with
me to become a better mother. It’s not easy for me to share all of this, but I’m doing it because I
want fellow Nebraskans to understand the value of the home visiting program.
This program is not well-known, but I can say with absolute confidence that it’s helping people
across the state and creating stronger families and communities at the same time. The largest
source of funding for home visiting comes from a federal program known as the Maternal, Infant,
and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program. It provides funding across all 50 states and many tribal
communities as well.
The program was created almost 10 years ago and was intended to bring trained professionals to
visit expecting or new mothers in their homes. Visits can come from a nurse, a social worker, an
early childhood educator or anyone else trained to provide invaluable support to young parents who
may be struggling with the weight of parenthood.
For a variety of reasons, many moms don’t often seek out expert care and help; this program
addresses that by bringing support directly to the family home. Across Nebraska, the program
provides vital services in rural counties like Box Butte, Morrill and Scotts Bluff, but also in more
densely populated areas like Douglas and Lancaster Counties.
There are more than 400 home visiting participants across Nebraska in a typical year and many of
these families who are visited are at higher risk — they are poor or lack access to good health care or
may have other risk factors. In some cases, visitors can help new parents with basics like safe







sleeping practices for them and their newborn. In others, they provide guidance on postpartum care.
In every case, home visits are tailored to the individual. Although the program varies in each state
and situation, home visits show tangible results across the country.
But here’s the unbelievable thing; the entire MIECHV program could come crashing down in
September. The federal government created the program, but has yet to reauthorize it—meaning it
is on track to expire on Sept. 30. Even if it gets re-approved, there’s not currently enough funding to
keep pace with the need.
It’s my hope that home visiting will continue. I’ve seen firsthand how effective the program is and I
know that — for many people who are going through a hard time — sometimes all they may need is
someone to check in with them and tell them they care.
Across Nebraska, I know that we’re better when we look out for one another. In the meantime, you
will find me working hard — caring for my children, attending college, and studying to be a drug and
alcohol counselor — while thanking my home visitor for caring about me enough to believe in me
and connect me to the resources to succeed.
Mackenzie Schreiber lives in Scottsbluff and is raising two children.
 


OWH: Voting quandary


 
Initially unsure of my gubernatorial primary vote for different reasons, I was disgusted that Jim Pillen
refused to participate in the debates. Charles Herbster got my vote because he had the fortitude to
do so. I was also wary of the way Gov. Pete Ricketts — whom I have supported in the past — went
over the top in support of Pillen. Pillen will not get my vote and Ricketts has lost my favor.
Carol Blood is a fine person, I’m sure. However, my vote will not be cast for her. What a quandary.
We need to do better, Nebraska.
Rick VanRoy, Omaha
 


Philadelphia Inquirer: Getting SNAP shoppers online is a win
for food security and superstores. For corner stores and
bodegas, not so much


 
The push for recipients of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known as
food stamps, to shop online has been hailed by anti-hunger activists as a win-win solution to food
insecurity.
One out of every 10 households lacks access to affordable, healthy food on a consistent basis.
Supermarkets, they say, will offer greater convenience and better access to healthier food while
reducing stigma by providing the same customer payment experiences as non-SNAP consumers.
But trying to keep pace with stores like Walmart and Amazon, who are already providing online
SNAP shopping, will severely burden the hundreds of less tech-savvy neighborhood corner stores
and bodegas, often one of the only grocery providers in low-income areas.







The USDA Food and Nutrition Service, the federal agency that administers SNAP, has been running
its Online Shopping Pilot program since 2017, starting with seven states. Because of COVID, the pilot
was quickly expanded and is now in 48 states. ALDI, Walmart and BJ’s Wholesale Club are among the
stores offering the online shopping service in both states.
However, the USDA acknowledges small store owners will face serious technical and financial
hurdles as they try to meet the online shopping approval requirements and risk being at a
competitive disadvantage because they lack the necessary e-commerce infrastructure.
In May, the USDA FNS reported three million SNAP households shopped online that month, up from
35,000 two years earlier.
“I think it is a good idea. The first people who come to my mind are mothers with newborn babies
who could order things and not have to leave the house,” said Obed Borrayes, who has owned
Esperanza Grocery Store in Camden, New Jersey, for seven years and is a member of La Asociación
de Empresarios Unidos.
“And it is very important for small businesses to keep advancing with technology and not get
behind,” added La Asociación president Franklin Hernandez, owner of Luz Supermarket in
Pennsauken, New Jersey.
To add online capacity, grocers, even those already approved to accept SNAP for in store purchases,
will have to complete a separate application process. They will also have to make significant changes
to their websites.
“The local corner stores, most of them are not very sophisticated and do not have the inventory
management and control systems that will be necessary [for online retailing],” said Michael
Fienman, a Philadelphia lawyer who specializes in helping small grocery store owners navigate
accusations of SNAP retailer violations. “They will have to be willing to put their whole inventory
online, and many don’t even have websites,” Fienman said.
In addition, they will have to contract with a third-party processor for encryption of the Electronic
Benefits Transfer (EBT) Personal Identification Number (PIN) — the debit card that is used by SNAP
recipients — as well as ensure secure transaction processing and certify and test changes to their
online shopping site.
It’s a daunting list for the average bodega or corner-store owner. Fienman added that the difficulties
are compounded because much of the relevant information is available only in English.
“It doesn’t look discriminatory on its face,” said Fienman, “but when you look at the owner and
operators of these stores, many are immigrants and English is their second language. It becomes
clear that they don’t have the ability to read and understand the rules and regulations. Oftentimes in
my practice, I am interfacing with the owners’ children or with their accountants who have the
language skills.”
“No way they can navigate the system to apply to be a food stamps [retailer]. They must pay an
accountant to do it,” agreed Somaly Osteen, program manager for the Asian American Chamber of
Commerce. Osteen works with Asian merchants, many from Cambodia, in southeast Philadelphia.
And online shopping would be subject to technical problems that could severely harm small grocers.
A national glitch on Sunday not only left 1.8 million Pennsylvanians locked out of their benefit but
1,609 local stores unable to accept EBT purchases for hours. “There have been outages before but
usually only for an hour,” said State Rep. Danilo Burgos. “I have never seen an outage for this long,
and the USDA didn’t communicate with anyone.” In 1994, Burgos, a former bodega owner,
cofounded the Dominican Grocers’ Association of Philadelphia. Burgos said some owners allow
customers to take the products and pay after EBT was restored.







This summer the USDA FNS announced a $5 million competitive grant for an organization to help
independent retailers and grocers expand their use of online shopping. The winner will be
announced in the fall.
SNAP is the country’s largest private-public partnership with the government providing about $70
billion annually for 41 million people. Because of the pandemic, the average monthly benefit is now
$218, up from $130 per person.
Large superstores like Walmart redeem $8 out of every $10 spent on SNAP.
About 80% of the 250,000 approved retailers are small stores, many of which need to provide EBT
services because their customer base is highly dependent on SNAP. According to Information
Resources Inc., 12% of all food and drink sales in 2020 (excluding bakery, produce, and deli) were
SNAP sales, which totals $74 billion.
Osteen estimated that EBT spending, which is limited to purchasing approved foodstuffs such as
meat, dairy products, vegetables, and fruit, is at least 30% to 40% of a small grocer’s bottom line.
Losing their SNAP customer base would be a fatal economic blow for small stores.
“Without accepting SNAP EBT, maybe I could keep the store running, but the business would be very
different. Too many customers rely on EBT,” said Hernandez, adding that when stores lose the ability
to accept SNAP EBT, most owners shutter the business.
Borrayes explained that SNAP customers would only buy items in a non-EBT accepting store that
they “really, really needed and couldn’t go someplace else to buy it.” Otherwise, they would go
elsewhere.
“A store without EBT, a customer will just walk to the next store that accepts EBT,” Osteen agreed.
“Basically, you have to work longer hours because EBT is paying for a worker,” added Jonathan
Hernandez, co-owner of Junior Supermarket in Camden.
The USDA FNS issues retailer approvals, investigates violations, and applies sanctions. According to
the latest statistics, USDA FNS permanently disqualified almost 1,600 SNAP retailers in fiscal 2021 for
violations, the majority of which are small business.
A year ago the USDA FNS announced that 28 Philadelphia retailers were suspected of violating the
rules, including 11 that were selling ineligible items to an undercover agent.
SNAP payment technology has come a long way from the booklets of blue and orange paper stamps
that gave the program its original name.
When President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Food Stamp Act at the end August 1964, he made
what was a pilot program into a permanent part of his antipoverty plan. “As a permanent program,
the food stamp plan will be one of our most valuable weapons for the war on poverty,” Johnson
predicted.
The next payment innovations were the EBT cards that were first tested in Reading, Pennsylvania, in
1984 and ushered in the digital age.
Now the USDA FNS is planning a mobile payment pilot that would allow SNAP participants to use a
mobile device to make SNAP purchases.
 


AP: States’ plans to make school safer reflect political
divides


 







LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — In the aftermath of the school shooting in Uvalde, Texas, governors around
the country vowed to take steps to ensure their students would be kept safe.
Months later, as students return to classrooms, money has begun to flow for school security
upgrades, training and other new efforts to make classrooms safer.
But the responses have often reflected political divisions: Many Republicans have emphasized school
security spending, while Democrats have called for tighter gun control.
At every step, the actions have stirred debate over whether states are doing the right things to
address the scourge of school shootings.
In a special legislative session in Arkansas last month, lawmakers set aside $50 million for a school
safety fund proposed by Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson. The rules for distributing the money
haven’t been finalized, but Hutchinson has said he wants it to help implement recommendations
from a school safety commission he reinstated following the May shooting in Texas, where 19
students and two teachers were killed.
The shooting “served as a reminder that the threat of violence in our schools has not abated,”
Hutchinson said. “It continues to be real, and we have to act with a renewed sense of urgency to
protect our children.”
Texas was among several other states that set aside money for school security. Gov. Greg Abbott
and other top Republican leaders announced $105.5 million for school safety initiatives. Nearly half
of that was slated for bullet-resistant shields for school police and $17.1 million was for districts to
purchase panic-alert technology.
Other Republican governors who made money available for security upgrades include Ohio Gov.
Mike DeWine, who announced $100 million for school security three days after the Uvalde shooting,
and Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, whose state is giving $2.6 million to increase training capacity and
classes for school resource officers.
“While these are the latest measures we’re taking to ensure our children’s safety, I can assure you
they will not be the last. I will work with anyone, even in the midst of a heated election cycle, to
protect our students,” Kemp, who is running for reelection, said in June.
Some of the Republican governors who have moved aggressively to bolster school security have
ruled out any kind of gun control measures.
Hutchinson had said there should be a conversation about raising the age to purchase an AR-15-style
rifle — the type of weapon used in Uvalde — but didn’t pursue such a measure during the session.
Abbott also has pushed back on calls for more gun control by families of the Uvalde shooting victims.
Oklahoma Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt vowed to fight any firearms restrictions when he signed an
executive order on training for law enforcement and risk assessment at schools.
In California, which already had some of the nation’s toughest gun laws, Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom has signed a dozen more this legislative session and even took out ads in Texas newspapers
criticizing the state’s stances on guns.
“We’re sick and tired of being on the defense in this movement,” Newsom said in July.
In New Jersey, Democratic Gov. Phil Murphy signed legislation last month requiring the state’s nearly
600 school districts to set up assessment teams aimed at stemming violence in schools. One of the
bill’s sponsors recounted hearing of an Uvalde victim who pretended to have been killed in the
attack to escape the shooter.
“Does anybody want to teach this — how to play dead?” Assemblywoman Pamela Lampitt, a
Democrat, said during a hearing in June.
Despite the partisan divisions on gun violence, a group of governors says it will attempt to find
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common ground. A task force created by the National Governor Association following the Uvalde
shooting will develop recommendations to stop mass shootings, with an emphasis on school safety.
Hutchinson, a former chairman of the association, has said the task force will focus in part on how
states might use money coming to them through the bipartisan gun control bill President Joe Biden
signed in June.
Teachers, political opponents and others have raised questions about the scope and effectiveness of
state leaders’ plans.
In Arkansas, Democratic lawmakers questioned whether districts taking the new grant program’s
money would be required to have an armed presence on campus, one of the initial
recommendations from the state’s school safety commission.
“It’s one thing to say ‘school safety,’ but that runs the gamut of so much,” said Democratic Sen.
Linda Chesterfield, a retired educator and the only legislator to vote against the grant program.
“What specifically do you have in mind, and what price is it going to cost? I guess I’m just tired of
having to fly by the seat of my pants and not know a thing about what’s going to go into that
(commission’s) report.”
In Ohio, teachers unions say one-time funding that’s for equipment like door locks and radio systems
— but not ongoing needs like personnel — is helpful but not enough.
Schools need money for staffing, too, including for safety and mental health personnel, said Scott
DiMauro, president of the Ohio Education Association.
“Ideally, you’re gonna use funding to ensure that every school that wants to hire well-trained school
resource officers, as part of their school safety plan, can do that,” DiMauro said. “And from that
perspective, you know, the $100 million isn’t going to solve the problem in the long run.”
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Presented by Comcast


Editor’s Note: Welcome to Weekly Education: Coronavirus special edition.
Each week, we will explore how the pandemic is reshaping and upending
education as we know it across the country, from pre-K through grad school.
We will explore the debates of the day, new challenges and talk to movers and
shakers about whether changes ushered in now are here to stay.


This newsletter is a weekly version of POLITICO Pro’s daily Education policy
newsletter, Morning Education. POLITICO Pro is a policy intelligence platform
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that combines the news you need with tools you can use to take action on the
day’s biggest stories. Act on the news with POLITICO Pro.


VIRTUALLY VULNERABLE — The FBI blasted a warning to private industry
this summer, saying new cyberattacks are likely in store as the nation's schools
begin a semester of virtual learning. It was a prescient prediction.


— Ransomware targeting the Fairfax County school system near
Washington, D.C., led officials to loop in federal authorities this month.
Some worried the offensive had links to dozens of cyber-criminal attacks against
school systems and businesses. In Florida, a cyberattack attributed to one tech-
savvy Miami-area teenager blocked thousands of students and staff from classes
during their first week of online learning. Other cyberattacks on the nation's
fourth-largest school district have been traced to Russia, Ukraine, China, Iraq
and elsewhere.


— Colleges and universities have long been high-profile targets for
hackers and thieves. But the pandemic is laying bare vulnerabilities and
privacy concerns in K-12 schools. Industries reported 9.3 million devices had
some kind of encounter with malware in the past 30 days, according to statistics
compiled by Microsoft Security Intelligence. The vast majority, more than 5.7
million, targeted the education sector.


— The challenge is just another aftershock caused by the shift schools
have had to make to distance learning. The taxing spring semester of virtual
classes left no doubt that schools must adjust their technology plans, and a
flurry of high-profile attacks may raise awareness about information security
problems. Today’s threats from state-sponsored or amateur hackers are not
going to disappear.
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Industries targeted by cyberattacks in the last month


Annette Choi/POLITICO


IT’S MONDAY, SEPT. 21. One of the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg's notable
education influences was the majority opinion she wrote when the high court
ruled unconstitutional the exclusion of women from the state-funded Virginia
Military Institute, the last same-sex military academy in the country. While
Virginia "serves the state's sons,” she wrote in United States vs. Virginia in
1996, “it makes no provision whatever for her daughters. That is not equal
protection.” The court agreed with her 7-1. (h/t our colleague Bryan Bender)


Here’s your daily reminder to send tips to today’s host at
jperez@politico.com and also colleagues Nicole Gaudiano
(ngaudiano@politico.com), Michael Stratford (mstratford@politico.com) and
Bianca Quilantan (bquilantan@politico.com). Share your event listings with
educalendar@politicopro.com . And don’t forget to follow us on Twitter:
@Morning_Edu and @POLITICOPro. Did someone forward this newsletter?



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dee258e1863c0f83255756d23dffa9557a2b6c68bdf40dd99a798043a2d63b883c288ac0be4aa66e66a4d402ec1fa643d391814f1fbe62907&data=02%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C39b52cdfb2544731c19108d85e37295f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637362938296395652&sdata=dCKjqPX7bj8KVcW27RG9FvBd7BD3elAwSXbCqYfGCAw%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dee258e1863c0f8323f3bddf55ef747149047a5e2bda8009fc1e41fc240857788970ea2567bc2311fc1adb1f11d627ce5344205c027231365&data=02%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C39b52cdfb2544731c19108d85e37295f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637362938296395652&sdata=Tsz9Em0EMOfpaREuamMvV8gD7zZ8xUMINADQ%2Bw1bzCk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dee258e1863c0f832d4141c60d315f3fe064d31077d274512c241c7970a6c4b06dd28ba9bb1e5a34d1c5a71f81f5069960ba6207afa4f7b40&data=02%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C39b52cdfb2544731c19108d85e37295f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637362938296405605&sdata=vcMRG4%2FjAblUd4%2BLADgcCcs7iS900abZ4ei9hohWkFY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dee258e1863c0f832444f0344a93258688c5da51b48581af1d3df58120b78ff9113824221bb4f86fab1bc3aa6e8c6ba3b4c966e286bb94c21&data=02%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C39b52cdfb2544731c19108d85e37295f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637362938296405605&sdata=3baeCqINpZVrZ3foBpEof9kGyChoGZWlngN240xK3xs%3D&reserved=0

mailto:jperez@politico.com

mailto:ngaudiano@politico.com

mailto:mstratford@politico.com

mailto:bquilantan@politico.com

mailto:educalendar@politicopro.com

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dee258e1863c0f8326352e237958e20152be22ed22b49edd6faf7cb2ed3450adb2078a01176e9a326863569a4a202582cdeedf036a7dca439&data=02%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C39b52cdfb2544731c19108d85e37295f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637362938296405605&sdata=BlUxNyIAFSQQvjMS%2B6S7lBFX4q3zeVibzNpf5dYEcgw%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dee258e1863c0f8324848566e73dd1f584c64c1c710a842c6952d5a4a2894b3d8433d5f7cd91b797074afcff745cb981ca11d2fb80e6a4355&data=02%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C39b52cdfb2544731c19108d85e37295f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637362938296415562&sdata=q%2B6uGA3%2BNOjms11sP5rGDxDcvBAE7mDOrpXiqlvxMGQ%3D&reserved=0





Sign up. Did you miss last week's issue? It was all about how the pandemic is
affecting pre-K.


HOW IS VIRTUAL EDUCATION GOING FOR YOU OR YOUR FAMILY? Tell
us, and we may publish your response in our next special edition of the
newsletter, which publishes Sept. 28.


AND JOIN US for a town hall discussion on inequalities in education this
Thursday. Register to attend.


A message from Comcast:


With an uncertain school year underway, Comcast’s Internet Essentials Partner
Program is helping communities work together to connect low-income students
to the Internet. Since 2011, Comcast has connected more than 8 million low-
income families so they can have the tools they need to be ready for anything.
Learn more.


H A C K E D


FLASHBACK TO THE FBI’S SUMMERTIME WARNING — The stark overview,
first obtained by POLITICO Pro’s cybersecurity team , found growing numbers
of ransomware offensives targeting schools well before the pandemic. These
attacks often use email phishing scams to block access to critical, sensitive
systems until hostages pay up. The government concluded the risks could only
grow as schools transitioned to online instruction.


— “Cyber actors are likely to increase targeting of K12 schools during the
COVID-19 pandemic because they represent an opportunistic target as more of
these institutions transition to distance learning,” the bureau warned. “This shift
has created greater risks for schools, as they now must depend on remote tools.”


— Many K-12 schools already were grappling with a lack of dedicated
funding and resources to help vet and improve cybersecurity defenses
before the surge of online classes in the spring, according to one analysis from
the Morphisec cybersecurity firm.
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— “And as a result, many failed to employ even the most basic security
protocols and left gaping vulnerabilities unpatched,” Morphisec said. “Now
they’re increasingly exposed to third-party technology vendors with security
vulnerabilities and IT teams operating remotely.”


Q U O T A B L E


Herbert Lin


Herbert Lim, a cyber policy and security scholar at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution and Center for
International Security and Cooperation, is pictured. | Courtesy of Stanford University


WHY IS THIS HAPPENING? Your host asked Herbert Lin, a cyber policy and
security scholar at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution and Center for
International Security and Cooperation, to address some basic questions about
the state of security in the education industry. The following is a summary of our
wide-ranging chat.


Why target ordinary school systems with cyberattacks?
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“Here’s the way the syllogism goes. It’s not that the schools have anything that’s
potentially ‘valuable’ in the usual sense of the term. But if you hold a school’s
records hostage for ransom, for example, then the school district is highly
motivated to solve the problem because parents are going to get really, really
upset if their kid’s educational records can't get submitted to colleges, they don't
have their grades, and all that other sort of stuff. So this applies a lot of
pressure.”


Generally speaking, who is responsible for school cyberattacks?


“I’ll tell you that this question of computer-savvy students mucking with the
computerized grading systems and computerized aspects of education goes back
a very, very long way. I was an undergraduate at MIT, and there were people
who were hacking grading systems for classes, too. Sometimes it’s outsiders. If
there’s a ransomware demand, it’s usually because they want money. Sometimes
it’s people who don’t like the school district, and you can easily imagine some
poorly adjusted teenager being mad at a teacher and crashing the school system
because of that.”


Why isn’t school cybersecurity at the level it should be?


“It’s just like insurance. How many people would buy automobile insurance if it
wasn’t mandated by law? The problem is that security costs money. You pay for
security because you want something to not happen. It’s not that something
good happens with security, it's that something bad doesn’t happen. Many
people say ‘That’s not really a threat to me. I don’t have anything that they
would want.’


"Well that’s not true, as it turns out.”
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Daisley Kramer helps her kindergarten daughter, Meg, with schoolwork at home in San Anselmo, Calif. |
Ezra Shaw/Getty Images


PARENTS CONCERNED, CONFUSED ABOUT PRIVACY — New research out
today from the Center for Democracy and Technology suggests families are
concerned about their children’s digital privacy, but they don’t have much
understanding of the issue.


— Some key findings: Student data privacy and information security are “mid-
to low-level concerns” of parents, the organization concludes based on an Edge
Research survey of a nationally representative sample of approximately 1,200
parents. Parental concerns, however, grow as they learn more.


— Parents see themselves as most responsible for their child’s data
privacy and security, along with school administrators, according to the
center's research. But parents report low awareness and involvement in their
school’s data privacy plan or the way schools collect information about their
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child. And they largely trust schools to use student data appropriately.


— “Parents see a clear role for technology when it comes to educating
their children, both during the pandemic and beyond,” said the center's
president and CEO, Alexandra Givens.


— “Yet, many feel ill-equipped to safeguard their children from data
breaches and other safety risks.” Givens added. “And far too many children
are unable to utilize education technology at all due to internet access
inequalities. As we bring more students online, we need to make sure families
are supported and their data is protected.”


F O R  Y O U R  R A D A R


TEACHING KIDS TO BE CYBER SAVVY — The Cyber Innovation Center, via
its CYBER.ORG academic initiative, is rolling out plans to address an ongoing
concern: the nation’s shortage of cybersecurity knowledge and skills among
school-age children.


— There are few state educational standards that detail what cyber
knowledge students should have and be able to use at each grade level,
officials say, nor are there any national standards. CYBER.ORG — which
receives support from the Department of Homeland Security — is setting out to
change that during the coming year, with help from a group of businesses,
schools and government agencies.


— Their K-12 Cybersecurity Learning Standards Initiative aims to create
benchmarks states can easily adopt and to expand a future pool of eligible
workers in the field. A 2017 study, highlighted by the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, concluded there will be 1.8 million unfilled cybersecurity
jobs across the globe by 2022.


— The initiative’s work is set to accelerate in October and stretch through
next year. The learning standards are expected to be published by August of
next year.


A message from Comcast:
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For nearly a decade, Comcast has connected more than 8 million low-income
families to the Internet at home through its Internet Essentials program. 


With an uncertain school year underway, Comcast’s Internet Essentials Partner
Program is helping communities work together to connect low income students
to the internet. And WiFi-connected “Lift Zones” in community centers
nationwide will provide a safe space for students and families to get online,
participate in distance learning and do their schoolwork. Learn more.


S Y L L A B U S


— How an epic series of tech errors hobbled Miami’s schools: Wired


— Is online learning worse than being in school? Majority of teens say yes:
Education Week


— D.C. school leaders struggle to reopen buildings for small groups this month
as staff reluctance persists. Washington Post


— How one district got its students back into classrooms: New York Times


— Oregon Department of Education issues ban on hate symbols in public
schools: The Oregonian


— 751 Arizona teachers have resigned or retired since the beginning of the
school year: Arizona Republic


Follow us on Twitter
Jennifer Scholtes @JAscholtes
Michael Stratford @mstratford
Nicole Gaudiano @ngaudiano
Bianca Quilantan @biancaquilan
Juan Perez Jr. @PerezJr
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Lauber, Joseph
Cc: Kilgore, Robin; Curran, Dan; Goins, Anthony
Subject: Joe, need your help here//: Economic Development RFP
Date: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 3:57:00 PM
Attachments: RFP 114045 O3 REVISED.pdf
Importance: High


We can change if needed. 
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002
Lincoln, NE  68521
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Kubicek, Craig <craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 12:37 PM
To: Kilgore, Robin <robin.kilgore@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Economic Development RFP
 
Good Afternoon,
 
As you may know, the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) has an anonymous hotline
number and email for Nebraskans to raise issues about possible waste, mismanagement, or
fraud within government.  In connection with this, we help to provide accurate information to
taxpayers and attempt to correct misperceptions about government.  We try to do so in a
timely manner, believing this to be a valuable service to the State’s citizens.
 
Recently, we received some concerns regarding RFP 114045 O3 and how a provision therein
for granting preference to HBCUs appears to conflict with the Nebraska State Constitution.
 The following is found on page 29 of the attached PDF of that RFP: “Detail how the Bidder
will target regions across the U.S. to recruit students to Nebraska internships. The Department
will preference, Bidders who include HBCUs.” 
 
Article I-30 (“Discrimination or grant of preferential treatment prohibited; public employment,
public education, or public contracting; section, how construed; remedies.”) of the Nebraska
Constitution contains the following:
 
(1) The state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual
or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of
public employment, public education, or public contracting.
 
In order to assist us with the inquiry received, could you please tell me whether this
constitutional prohibition against preferential treatment based on “race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
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State of Nebraska Department of Economic Development  
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 



RETURN TO:  
Department of Economic Development 
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
Lincoln, NE 68521 
(402)-471-3749



SOLICITATION NUMBER RELEASE DATE 
RFP 114045 O3 November 9, 2022 



OPENING DATE AND TIME PROCUREMENT CONTACT 
December 21, 2022  2:00 p.m. Central Time Lori Cole 



 



PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! 
SCOPE OF SERVICE 



 
The State of Nebraska (State), Department of Economic Development, is issuing this Request for Proposal (RFP) Number 114045 O3 
for the purpose of selecting qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant functions of the 
InternNE grant program.  A more detailed description can be found in Section V. The resulting contract may not be an exclusive contract 
as the State reserves the right to contract for the same or similar services from other sources now or in the future.  
 
The term of the contract will be two (2) years commencing upon execution of the contract by the State and the Bidder (Parties). The 
Contract includes the option to renew for two (2) additional one (1) year periods upon mutual agreement of the Parties.  The State reserves 
the right to extend the period of this contract beyond the termination date when mutually agreeable to the Parties.  
 
ALL INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL CAN BE FOUND ON THE INTERNET AT:  
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-602.04, State contracts in effect as of January 1, 2014, and contracts 
entered into thereafter, must be posted to a public website.  The resulting contract, the solicitation, and the successful Bidder’s 
proposal or response will be posted to a public website managed by DAS, which can be found at 
http://statecontracts.nebraska.gov.  
 
In addition and in furtherance of the State’s public records Statute (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712 et seq.), all proposals or responses received 
regarding this solicitation will be posted to the State Purchasing Bureau public website.  
 
These postings will include the entire proposal or response. Bidder must request that proprietary information be excluded from 
the posting.  The Bidder must identify the proprietary information, mark the proprietary information according to state law, and 
submit the proprietary information in a separate container or envelope marked conspicuously using an indelible method with 
the words "PROPRIETARY INFORMATION".  The Bidder must submit a detailed written document showing that the release of 
the proprietary information would give a business advantage to named business competitor(s) and explain how the named 
business competitor(s) will gain an actual business advantage by disclosure of information.  The mere assertion that 
information is proprietary or that a speculative business advantage might be gained is not sufficient.  (See Attorney General 
Opinion No. 92068, April 27, 1992)  THE SUPPLIER MAY NOT ASSERT THAT THE ENTIRE PROPOSAL IS PROPRIETARY.  COST 
PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED PROPRIETARY AND ARE A PUBLIC RECORD IN THE STATE OF NEBRASKA. The 
State will then determine, in its sole discretion, if the disclosure of the information designated by the bidder as proprietary 
would 1) give advantage to business competitors and, 2) serve no public purpose. The bidder will be notified of the State’s 
decision. Absent a determination by the State that the information may be withheld pursuant to  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712.05(3)), 
the State will consider all information a public record subject to disclosure. If the State determines it is required to release 
proprietary information, the bidder will be informed. It will be the bidder’s responsibility to defend the bidder’s asserted interest 
in non-disclosure.   
If the agency determines it is required to release proprietary information, the Bidder will be informed.  It will be the Bidder's responsibility 
to defend the Bidder's asserted interest in non-disclosure.   
 
To facilitate such public postings, with the exception of proprietary information, the State of Nebraska reserves a royalty-free, 
nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to copy, reproduce, publish, post to a website, or otherwise use any contract, proposal, or 
response to this solicitation for any purpose, and to authorize others to use the documents.  Any individual or entity awarded 
a contract, or who submits a proposal or response to this solicitation, specifically waives any copyright or other protection the 
contract, proposal, or response to the solicitation may have; and, acknowledges that they have the ability and authority to enter 
into such waiver.  This reservation and waiver is a prerequisite for submitting a proposal or response to this solicitation, and 
award of a contract.  Failure to agree to the reservation and waiver will result in the proposal or response to the solicitation 
being found non-responsive and rejected.   
 
Any entity awarded a contract or submitting a proposal or response to the solicitation agrees not to sue, file a claim, or make a 
demand of any kind, and will indemnify and hold harmless the State and its employees, volunteers, agents, and its elected and 
appointed officials from and against any and all claims, liens, demands, damages, liability, actions, causes of action, losses, 
judgments, costs, and expenses of every nature, including investigation costs and expenses, settlement costs, and attorney 
fees and expenses, sustained or asserted against the State, arising out of, resulting from, or attributable to the posting of the 
contract or the proposals and responses to the solicitation, awards, and other documents. 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
Acceptance Test Procedure: Benchmarks and other performance criteria, developed by the State of Nebraska or other 
sources of testing standards, for measuring the effectiveness of products or services and the means used for testing such 
performance. 
 
Addendum:  Something to be added or deleted to an existing document; a supplement. 
 
 
Agency:  Any state agency, board, or commission other than the University of Nebraska, the Nebraska State colleges, the 
courts, the Legislature, or any other office or agency established by the Constitution of Nebraska.  
 
Agent/Representative:  A person authorized to act on behalf of another. 
 
Amend:  To alter or change by adding, subtracting, or substituting.   
 
Amendment:  A written correction or alteration to a document. 
 
Appropriation:  Legislative authorization to expend public funds for a specific purpose.  Money set apart for a specific use. 
 
Automated Clearing House: (ACH) Electronic network for financial transactions in the United States 
 
Award:  All purchases, leases, or contracts which are based on competitive proposals will be awarded according to the 
provisions in the solicitation.   
 
Best and Final Offer (BAFO):  In a competitive proposal, the final offer submitted which contains the Bidder’s most 
favorable terms for price.  
 
Bid Bond:  An insurance agreement, accompanied by a monetary commitment, by which a third party (the surety) accepts 
liability and guarantees that the Bidder will not withdraw the bid. 
 
Bidder:  A Bidder who submits a proposal in response to a written solicitation. 
 
Breach:  Violation of a contractual obligation by failing to perform or repudiation of one’s own promise. 
 
Business:  Any corporation, partnership, individual, sole proprietorship, joint-stock company, joint venture, or any other 
private legal entity. 
 
Business Day:  Any weekday, except State-recognized holidays. 
 
Calendar Day:  Every day shown on the calendar including Saturdays, Sundays, and State/Federal holidays.   
 
Cancellation: To call off or revoke a purchase order without expectation of conducting or performing it at a later time. 
 
Central Processing Unit (CPU):  Any computer or computer system that is used by the State to store, process, or retrieve 
data or perform other functions using Operating Systems and applications software. 
 
Change Order: Document that provides amendments to an executed purchase order or contract. 
 
Collusion:  An agreement or cooperation between two or more persons or entities to accomplish a fraudulent, deceitful, or 
unlawful purpose. 
 
 
Competition:  The effort or action of two or more commercial interests to obtain the same business from third parties. 
 
Confidential Information: Unless otherwise defined below, “Confidential Information” shall also mean proprietary trade 
secrets, academic and scientific research work which is in progress and unpublished, and other information which if released 
would give advantage to business competitors and serve no public purpose (see Neb. Rev. Stat. §84-712.05(3)).  In 
accordance with Nebraska Attorney General Opinions 92068 and 97033, proof that information is proprietary requires 
identification of specific, named competitor(s) who would be advantaged by release of the information and the specific 
advantage the competitor(s) would receive. 
 
Contract:  An agreement between two or more parties creating obligations that are enforceable or otherwise recognizable at 
law; the writing that sets forth such an agreement.  
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Contract Administration:  The management of the contract which includes and is not limited to; contract signing, contract 
amendments and any necessary legal actions. 
 
Contract Award: Occurs upon execution of the State document titled “Service Contract Award” by the proper authority. 
 
Contract Management: The management of day to day activities at the agency which includes and is not limited to ensuring 
deliverables are received, specifications are met, handling meetings and making payments to the Bidder.  
 
Contract Period: The duration of the contract. 
 
Bidder:  An individual or entity lawfully conducting business in the State, or licensed to do so, who seeks to provide goods or 
services under the terms of a written solicitation. 
 
 
Copyright:  A property right in an original work of authorship fixed in any tangible medium of expression, giving the holder 
the exclusive right to reproduce, adapt and distribute the work.   
 
Critical Program Error: Any Program Error, whether or not known to the State, which prohibits or significantly impairs use 
of the Licensed Software as set forth in the documentation and intended in the contract. 
 
Customer Service: The process of ensuring customer satisfaction by providing assistance and advice on those products or 
services provided by the Bidder. 
 
Default:  The omission or failure to perform a contractual duty.  
 
Deviation: Any proposed change(s) or alteration(s) to either the terms and conditions or deliverables within the scope of the 
written solicitation or contract.   
 
Evaluation: The process of examining an offer after opening to determine the Bidder’s responsibility, responsiveness to 
requirements, and to ascertain other characteristics of the offer that relate to determination of the successful award. 
 
Evaluation Committee:  Committee(s) appointed by the requesting agency that advises and assists the procuring office in 
the evaluation of proposals (offers made in response to written solicitations). 
 
Extension:  Continuance of a contract for a specified duration upon the agreement of the parties beyond the original 
Contract Period.  Not to be confused with “Renewal Period”. 
 
 
Foreign Corporation:  A foreign corporation that was organized and chartered under the laws of another state, government, 
or country. 
 
HBCU:  A historically black college or university. 
 
Interested Party: A person, acting in their personal capacity, or an entity entering into a contract or other agreement 
creating a legal interest therein. 
 
Internship: The employment of a Student in a professional or technical position for a limited period of time, by a business in 
Nebraska, in which the Student (a) gains valuable work experience, (b) increases knowledge that assists with career 
decision-making, and (c) assists the business in accelerating short-term business objectives. 
 
Invalid Proposal:  A proposal that does not meet the requirements of the solicitation or cannot be evaluated against the 
other proposals. 
 
Late Proposal: An offer received after the Opening Date and Time. 
 
 
Mandatory/Must:  Required, compulsory, or obligatory.  
 
May:  Discretionary, permitted; used to express possibility. 
 
Module (see System):  A collection of routines and data structures that perform a specific function of software. 
 
Must:  See Mandatory/Must and Shall/Will/Must.  
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Open Market Purchase: Authorization may be given to an agency to purchase items above direct purchase authority due to 
the unique nature, price, quantity, location of the using agency, or time limitations by the AS Materiel Division, State 
Purchasing Bureau. 
 
Opening Date and Time:  Specified date and time for the public opening of received, labeled, and sealed formal proposals.   
 
Operating System:  The control program in a computer that provides the interface to the computer hardware and peripheral 
devices, and the usage and allocation of memory resources, processor resources, input/output resources, and security 
resources. 
 
Outsourcing:  The contracting out of a business process which an organization may have previously performed internally or 
has a new need for, to an independent organization from which the process is purchased back. 
 
 
Performance Bond:  An insurance agreement, accompanied by a monetary commitment, by which a third party (the surety) 
accepts liability and guarantees that the Bidder fulfills any and all obligations under the contract.  
 
Platform:  A specific hardware and Operating System combination that is different from other hardware and Operating 
System combinations to the extent that a different version of the Licensed Software product is required to execute properly in 
the environment established by such hardware and Operating System combination.  
 
Point of Contact (POC): The person designated to receive communications and to communicate. 
 
Pre-Proposal Conference:  A meeting scheduled for the purpose of clarifying a written solicitation and related expectations. 
 
Product:  Something that is distributed commercially for use or consumption and that is usually (1) tangible personal 
property, (2) the result of fabrication or processing, and (3) an item that has passed through a chain of commercial 
distribution before ultimate use or consumption.  
 
 
Project:  The total scheme, program, or method worked out for the accomplishment of an objective, including all 
documentation, commodities, and services to be provided under the contract. 
 
Proposal: An offer, bid, or quote submitted by a Bidder/vendor in a response to a written solicitation 
 
Proprietary Information:  Proprietary information is defined as trade secrets, academic and scientific research work which 
is in progress and unpublished, and other information which if released would give advantage to business competitors and 
serves no public purpose (see Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712.05(3)). In accordance with Attorney General Opinions 92068 and 
97033, proof that information is proprietary requires identification of specific named competitor(s) advantaged by release of 
the information and the demonstrated advantage the named competitor(s) would gain by the release of information. 
 
Protest/Grievance:  A complaint about a governmental action or decision related to a solicitation or resultant contract, 
brought by a Bidder who has timely submitted a proposal response in connection with the award in question, to AS Materiel 
Division or another designated agency with the intention of achieving a remedial result. 
 
Public Proposal Opening:  The process of opening correctly submitted offers at the time and place specified in the written 
solicitation and in the presence of anyone who wished to attend.  
 
Recommended Hardware Configuration:  The data processing hardware (including all terminals, auxiliary storage, 
communication, and other peripheral devices) to the extent utilized by the State as recommended by the Bidder. 
 
Release Date:  The date of public release of the written solicitation to seek offers. 
 
Renewal Period:  Optional contract periods subsequent to the original Contract Period for a specified duration with 
previously agreed to terms and conditions.  Not to be confused with Extension.  
 
 
Request for Proposal (RFP):  A written solicitation utilized for obtaining competitive offers.  
 
Responsible Bidder:  A Bidder who has the capability in all respects to perform fully and lawfully all requirements with 
integrity and reliability to assure good faith performance. 
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viii 
Responsive Bidder:  A Bidder who has submitted a proposal which conforms to all requirements of the solicitation 
document. 
 
Shall/Will/Must:  An order/command; mandatory. 
 
Should:  Expected; suggested, but not necessarily mandatory.  
 
Software License:  Legal instrument with or without printed material that governs the use or redistribution of licensed 
software. 
 
 
Sole Source – Services:  A service of such a unique nature that the Bidder selected is clearly and justifiably the only 
practical source to provide the service.  Determination that the Bidder selected is justifiably the sole source is based on 
either the uniqueness of the service or sole availability at the location required.  
 
Specifications:  The detailed statement, especially of the measurements, quality, materials, and functional characteristics, 
or other items to be provided under a contract.  
 
Statutory: These clauses are controlled by state law and are not subject to negotiation.  
 
Student: Any person who: (a) is in 11th or 12th grade in public or private high school; or (b) enrolled  in a college, university, 
or other institution of higher education; or (c) applies for an Internship within twelve months following graduation from a 
college, university, or other institution of higher education.  
 
Sub Contractor: Individual or entity with whom the Bidder enters a contract to perform a portion of the work awarded to the 
Bidder.  
 
System (see Module):  Any collection or aggregation of two (2) or more Modules that is designed to function, or is 
represented by the Bidder as functioning or being capable of functioning, as an entity. 
 
Termination:  Occurs when either Party, pursuant to a power created by agreement or law, puts an end to the contract prior 
to the stated expiration date.  All obligations which are still executory on both sides are discharged but any right based on 
prior breach or performance survives. 
 
Third Party: Any person or entity, including but not limited to fiduciaries, shareholders, owners, officers, managers, 
employees, legally disinterested persons, and sub-Bidders or agents, and their employees.  It shall not include any entity or 
person who is an interested Party to the contract or agreement.  
 
Trade Secret:  Information, including, but not limited to, a drawing, formula, pattern, compilation, program, device, method, 
technique, code, or process that (a) derives independent economic value, actual or potential, from not being known to, and 
not being ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use; and 
(b) is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances to maintain its secrecy (see Neb. Rev. Stat. §87-
502(4)). 
 
Trademark:  A word, phrase, logo, or other graphic symbol used by a manufacturer or Bidder to distinguish its product from 
those of others, registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  
 
Underserved student populations:  For the purposes of the InternNE grant, students attending the following: (1) Nebraska 
schools serving high school students where 35% or more of the total students qualify for free or reduced lunch; (2) Nebraska 
public postsecondary colleges, universities or institutions of higher education where 35% or more of the total students are 
Pell Grant recipients; (3) Nebraska private nonprofit, four year post-secondary colleges, universities or institutions where 
35% or more of the total students are Pell Grant recipients. 
 
Upgrade:  Any change that improves or alters the basic function of a product or service. 
 
Vendor Performance Report:  A report completed by the using agency and submitted to State Purchasing Bureau 
documenting products or services delivered or performed which exceed or fail to meet the terms of the purchase order, 
contract, and/or solicitation specifications. 
 
Vendor:  Inclusive term for any Bidder or Bidder 
 
Will: See Mandatory/Shall/Will/Must.  
 
Work Day:  See Business Day. 
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ACRONYM LIST 
 
 
 
BAFO – Best and Final Offer 
 
COI – Certificate of Insurance 
 
CPU – Central Processing Unit 
 
DAS – Department of Administrative Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RFP – Request for Proposal 
 
SPB – State Purchasing Bureau 
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I. PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE 
 
A. GENERAL INFORMATION  



The solicitation is designed to solicit proposals from qualified Bidder who will be responsible for providing for the 
purpose of selecting qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant 
functions of the InternNE grant program at a competitive and reasonable cost.  Terms and Conditions, Project 
Description and Scope of Work, Proposal instructions, and Cost Proposal Requirements may be found in Sections II 
through VI. 
 
Proposals shall conform to all instructions, conditions, and requirements included in the solicitation.  Prospective 
Bidders are expected to carefully examine all documents, schedules, and requirements in this solicitation, and 
respond to each requirement in the format prescribed.  Proposals may be found non-responsive if they do not conform 
to the solicitation. 
 



B. PROCURING OFFICE AND COMMUNICATION WITH STATE STAFF AND EVALUATORS  
Procurement responsibilities related to this solicitation reside with State Department of Economic Development.  The 
point of contact (POC) for the procurement is as follows: 
 
Name:   Lori A. Cole   
Agency:   Department of Economic Development  
Address:  245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
  Lincoln, NE  68521 
  RFP # 114045 O3   
Telephone: 402-471-3746 
 
E-Mail:  lori.a.cole@nebraska.gov 
 
From the date the solicitation is issued until the Intent to Award is issued, communication from the Bidder is limited 
to the POC listed above.  After the Intent to Award is issued, the Bidder may communicate with individuals the State 
has designated as responsible for negotiating the contract on behalf of the State.  No member of the State 
Government, employee of the State, or member of the Evaluation Committee is empowered to make binding 
statements regarding this solicitation.  The POC will issue any answers, clarifications or amendments regarding this 
solicitation in writing.  Only the SPB or awarding agency can award a contract.  Bidders shall not have any 
communication with, or attempt to communicate or influence any evaluator involved in this solicitation.   
 
The following exceptions to these restrictions are permitted: 
 
1. Contact made pursuant to pre-existing contracts or obligations; 
2. Contact required by the schedule of events or an event scheduled later by the solicitation POC; and 
3. Contact required for negotiation and execution of the final contract. 
 
The State reserves the right to reject a Bidder’s proposal, withdraw an Intent to Award, or terminate a contract if the 
State determines there has been a violation of these procurement procedures.  
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C. SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
The State expects to adhere to the procurement schedule shown below, but all dates are approximate and subject to 
change.  
 



ACTIVITY DATE/TIME 



1. 5 Release Request for Proposal November 9, 2022 



2. 7 Last day to submit written questions November 23, 2022 



3. 1 State responds to written questions through Request for Proposal 
“Addendum” and/or “Amendment” to be posted to the Internet at:  



http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html  



December 7, 2022 



4. 1 Proposal opening 
Location: Department of Economic Development 
  245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
  Lincoln, NE 68521 



 
December 21, 2022 



 
2:00 p.m. 



 
Central Time 



5. 1 Review for conformance of mandatory requirements December 21, 2022 



6. 1 Evaluation period December 21, 2022– January 
18, 2023 



7. 1 “Oral Interviews/Presentations and/or Demonstrations” (if required) TBD 



8. 1 Post “Letter of Intent to Contract” to Internet at: 



http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
  



January 20, 2023 



9.  Contract finalization period  January 20, 2023 – February 
20, 2023 



10. 1 Contract award February 20, 2023 



11. 2 Bidder start date February 20, 2023 



 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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D. WRITTEN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
Questions regarding the meaning or interpretation of any solicitation provision must be submitted in writing to 
Department of Economic Development and clearly marked “RFP Number 114045 O3; for the purpose of selecting 
qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant functions of the InternNE 
grant program Questions”.  The POC is not obligated to respond to questions that are received late per the Schedule 
of Events.   
 
Bidders should present, as questions, any assumptions upon which the Bidder's proposal is or might be developed.  
Proposals will be evaluated without consideration of any known or unknown assumptions of a Bidder.  The contract 
will not incorporate any known or unknown assumptions of a Bidder. 
 
It is preferred that questions be sent via e-mail to lori.a.cole@nebraska.gov, but may be delivered by hand or by U.S. 
Mail.  It is recommended that Bidders submit questions using the following format. 
 



Solicitation  Section 
Reference 



Solicitation  
Page Number 



Question 



   
 
Written answers will be posted at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html per the Schedule of Events. 
 
 
 



E. SECRETARY OF STATE/TAX COMMISSIONER REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (Statutory) 
All Bidders must be authorized to transact business in the State of Nebraska and comply with all Nebraska Secretary 
of State Registration requirements.  The Bidder who is the recipient of an Intent to Award will be required to certify 
that it has complied and produce a true and exact copy of its current (within ninety (90) calendar days of the intent to 
award) Certificate or Letter of Good Standing, or in the case of a sole proprietorship, provide written documentation 
of sole proprietorship and complete the United States Citizenship Attestation Form, available on the Department of 
Administrative Services website at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html.  This must be accomplished 
prior to execution of the contract. 
 
 



F. ETHICS IN PUBLIC CONTRACTING  
The State reserves the right to reject proposals, withdraw an intent to award or award, or terminate a contract if a 
Bidder commits or has committed ethical violations, which include, but are not limited to: 
 
1. Offering or giving, directly or indirectly, a bribe, fee, commission, compensation, gift, gratuity, or anything 



of value to any person or entity in an attempt to influence the bidding process; 
2. Utilize the services of lobbyists, attorneys, political activists, or consultants to influence or subvert the 



bidding process; 
3. Being considered for, presently being, or becoming debarred, suspended, ineligible, or excluded from 



contracting with any state or federal entity: 
4. Submitting a proposal on behalf of another Party or entity; and 
5. Collude with any person or entity to influence the bidding process, submit sham proposals, preclude 



bidding, fix pricing or costs, create an unfair advantage, subvert the proposal, or prejudice the State. 
 
The Bidder shall include this clause in any subcontract entered into for the exclusive purpose of performing this 
contract. 
 
Bidder shall have an affirmative duty to report any violations of this clause by the Bidder throughout the bidding 
process, and throughout the term of this contract for the successful Bidder and their Sub Contractors. 
 



G. DEVIATIONS FROM THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
The requirements contained in the solicitation (Sections II thru VI) become a part of the terms and conditions of the 
contract resulting from this solicitation.  Any deviations from the solicitation in Sections II through VI must be clearly 
defined by the Bidder in its proposal and, if accepted by the State, will become part of the contract.  Any specifically 
defined deviations must not be in conflict with the basic nature of the solicitation, requirements, or applicable state or 
federal laws or statutes.  “Deviation”, for the purposes of this solicitation, means any proposed changes or alterations 
to either the contractual language or deliverables within the scope of this solicitation.  The State discourages 
deviations and reserves the right to reject proposed deviations. 
 



H. SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS  
Bidders should submit one proposal marked on the first page: “ORIGINAL”.  If multiple proposals are submitted, the 
State will retain one copy marked “ORIGINAL” and destroy the other copies.  The Bidder is solely responsible for any 
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variance between the copies submitted. Proposal responses should include the completed Form A, “Bidder Proposal 
Point of Contact”.  Proposals must reference the RFP number and be sent to the specified address.  Please note that 
the address label should appear as specified in Section I B. on the face of each container or Bidder’s proposal 
response packet.  If a recipient phone number is required for delivery purposes, 402-471-3746 should be used.  The 
RFP number should be included in all correspondence.  The State will not furnish packaging and sealing materials.  
It is the Bidder’s responsibility to ensure the solicitation is received in a sealed envelope or container and submitted 
by the date and time indicated in the Schedule of Events.  Sealed proposals must be received in the State Purchasing 
Bureau by the date and time of the proposal opening per the Schedule of Events.  No late proposals will be accepted. 
 
The Request for Proposal form must be manually signed in an indelible manner and returned by the proposal opening 
date and time along with the Bidder’s Request for Proposal along with any other requirements as stated in the Request 
for Proposal document in order for the Bidder’s Request for Proposal response to be evaluated. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Bidder to check the website for all information relevant to this Request for Proposal to 
include addenda and/or amendments issued prior to the opening date.  Website address is as follows:  
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html.  
 
Emphasis should be concentrated on conformance to the solicitation instructions, responsiveness to requirements, 
completeness, and clarity of content. If the Bidder’s proposal is presented in such a fashion that makes evaluation 
difficult or overly time consuming the State reserves the right to reject the proposal as non-conforming. 
 
By signing the “Request for Proposal for Contractual Services” form, the Bidder guarantees compliance with the 
provisions stated in this solicitation. 
 
The State shall not incur any liability for any costs incurred by Bidders in replying to this solicitation, in the 
demonstrations and/or oral presentations, or in any other activity related to bidding on this solicitation. 
 
The Technical and Cost Proposals Template should be presented in separate sections (loose-leaf binders are 
preferred) on standard 8 ½” x 11” paper, except that charts, diagrams and the like may be on fold-outs which, when 
folded, fit into the 8 ½” by 11” format.  Pages may be consecutively numbered for the entire proposal, or may be 
numbered consecutively within sections.  Figures and tables should be numbered consecutively within sections.  
Figures and tables should be numbered and referenced in the text by that number.  They should be placed as close 
as possible to the referencing text. 
 
 



 
I. PROPOSAL PREPARATION COSTS  



The State shall not incur any liability for any costs incurred by Bidders in replying to this solicitation, including any 
activity related to bidding on this solicitation. 
 



J. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
Violation of the terms and conditions contained in this solicitation or any resultant contract, at any time before or after 
the award, shall be grounds for action by the State which may include, but is not limited to, the following: 
 
1. Rejection of a Bidder’s proposal; 
2. Withdrawal of the Intent to Award; 
3. Withdrawal of the Award; 
4. Negative Vendor Performance Report(s) 
5. Termination of the resulting contract; 
6. Legal action; and 
7. Suspension of the Bidder from further bidding with the State for the period of time relative to the 



seriousness of the violation, such period to be within the sole discretion of the State. 
 



K. PROPOSAL CORRECTIONS 
A Bidder may correct a mistake in a proposal prior to the time of opening by giving written notice to the State of intent 
to withdraw the proposal for modification or to withdraw the proposal completely.  Changing a proposal after opening 
may be permitted if the change is made to correct a minor error that does not affect price, quantity, quality, delivery, 
or contractual conditions.  In case of a mathematical error in extension of price, unit price shall govern. 
 



L. LATE PROPOSALS 
Proposals received after the time and date of the proposal opening will be considered late proposals.  Late proposals 
will be returned unopened, if requested by the Bidder and at Bidder's expense.  The State is not responsible for 
proposals that are late or lost regardless of cause or fault. 
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M. PROPOSAL OPENING  
The opening of proposals will be public and the Bidders will be announced.  Proposals WILL NOT be available for 
viewing by those present at the proposal opening. Proposals will be posted to the State Purchasing Bureau website 
once an Intent to Award has been posted to the website.  Information identified as proprietary by the submitting 
Bidder, in accordance with the solicitation and state statute, will not be posted. If the state determines submitted 
information should not be withheld, in accordance with the Public Records Act, or if ordered to release any withheld 
information, said information may then be released. The submitting Bidder will be notified of the release and it shall 
be the obligation of the submitting Bidder to take further action, if it believes the information should not be released.  
(See RFP signature page for further details)  Bidders may contact the State to schedule an appointment for viewing 
proposals after the Intent to Award has been posted to the website.  Once proposals are opened, they become the 
property of the State of Nebraska and will not be returned. 
 



N. REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL/PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 
The proposals will first be examined to determine if all requirements listed below have been addressed and whether 
further evaluation is warranted. Proposals not meeting the requirements may be rejected as non-responsive.  The 
requirements are: 
 
1. Original Request for Proposal for Contractual Services form signed using an indelible method;  
2. Clarity and responsiveness of the proposal; 
3. Completed Corporate Overview;  
4. Completed Sections II through VI; 
5. Completed Technical Approach; and  
6. Completed State Cost Proposal Template. 
 



O. EVALUATION COMMITTEE  
Proposals are evaluated by members of an Evaluation Committee(s).  The Evaluation Committee(s) will consist of 
individuals selected at the discretion of the State.  Names of the members of the Evaluation Committee(s) will not be 
published prior to the intent to award. 
 
Any contact, attempted contact, or attempt to influence an evaluator that is involved with this solicitation may result 
in the rejection of this proposal and further administrative actions. 
 



P. EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS 
All proposals that are responsive to the solicitation will be evaluated.  Each evaluation category will have a maximum 
point potential.  The State will conduct a fair, impartial, and comprehensive evaluation of all proposals in accordance 
with the criteria set forth below.  Areas that will be addressed and scored during the evaluation include: 
 
1. Corporate Overview should include but is not limited to: 



a. the ability, capacity, and skill of the Bidder to deliver and implement the system or project that 
meets the requirements of the solicitation; 



b. the character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the Bidder; 
c. whether the Bidder can perform the contract within the specified time frame; 
d. the quality of vendor performance on prior contracts; 
e. such other information that may be secured and that has a bearing on the decision to award the 



contract; 
2. Technical Approach; and,  
3. Cost Proposal.  



 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-161 allows the quality of performance of previous contracts to be considered when 
evaluating responses to competitively bid solicitations in determining the lowest responsible bidder.  
Information obtained from any Vendor Performance Report (See Terms & Conditions, Section H) may be used in 
evaluating responses to solicitations for goods and services to determine the best value for the State. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 allows for a preference for a resident disabled veteran or business located in a 
designated enterprise zone.  When a state contract is to be awarded to the lowest responsible Bidder, a resident 
disabled veteran or a business located in a designated enterprise zone under the Enterprise Zone Act shall be allowed 
a preference over any other resident or nonresident Bidder, if all other factors are equal. 
 
Resident disabled veterans means any person (a) who resides in the State of Nebraska, who served in the 
United States Armed Forces, including any reserve component or the National Guard, who was discharged 
or otherwise separated with a characterization of honorable or general (under honorable conditions), and 
who possesses a disability rating letter issued by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
establishing a service-connected disability or a disability determination from the United States Department 
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of Defense and (b)(i) who owns and controls a business or, in the case of a publicly owned business, more 
than fifty percent of the stock is owned by one or more persons described in subdivision (a) of this 
subsection and (ii) the management and daily business operations of the business are controlled by one or 
more persons described in subdivision(a) of this subsection. Any contract entered into without compliance 
with this section shall be null and void. 
 
Therefore, if a resident disabled veteran or business located in a designated enterprise zone submits a proposal in 
accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 and has so indicated on the solicitation cover page under “Bidder must 
complete the following” requesting priority/preference to be considered in the award of this contract, the following will 
need to be submitted by the Bidder within ten (10) business days of request: 
 
1. Documentation from the United States Armed Forces confirming service;  
2. Documentation of discharge or otherwise separated characterization of honorable or general (under 



honorable conditions); 
3. Disability rating letter issued by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs establishing a service-



connected disability or a disability determination from the United States Department of Defense; and 
4. Documentation which shows ownership and control of a business or, in the case of a publicly owned 



business, more than fifty percent of the stock is owned by one or more persons described in subdivision 
(a) of this subsection; and the management and daily business operations of the business are controlled 
by one or more persons described in subdivision (a) of this subsection. 



 
Failure to submit the requested documentation within ten (10) business days of notice will disqualify the Bidder from 
consideration of the preference. 



 
Evaluation criteria weighting will be released with the solicitation.   
 



Q. ORAL INTERVIEWS/PRESENTATIONS AND/OR DEMONSTRATIONS 
 
The State may determine after the completion of the Technical and Cost Proposal evaluation that oral 
interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations are required. Every Bidder may not be given an opportunity to 
interview/present and/or give demonstrations; the State reserves the right, in its discretion, to select only the top 
scoring Bidders to present/give oral interviews. The scores from the oral interviews/presentations and/or 
demonstrations will be added to the scores from the Technical and Cost Proposals.  The presentation process will 
allow the Bidders to demonstrate their proposal offering, explaining and/or clarifying any unusual or significant 
elements related to their proposals. Bidders’ key personnel, identified in their proposal, may be requested to 
participate in a structured interview to determine their understanding of the requirements of this proposal, their 
authority and reporting relationships within their firm, and their management style and philosophy.  Only 
representatives of the State and the presenting Bidder will be permitted to attend the oral interviews/presentations 
and/or demonstrations.  A written copy or summary of the presentation, and demonstrative information (such as 
briefing charts, et cetera) may be offered by the Bidder, but the State reserves the right to refuse or not consider the 
offered materials.  Bidders shall not be allowed to alter or amend their proposals.   
   
Once the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations have been completed, the State reserves the right to 
make an award without any further discussion with the Bidders regarding the proposals received. 
 
Any cost incidental to the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations shall be borne entirely by the Bidder 
and will not be compensated by the State. 
 



R. PRICES 
 



Prices quoted shall be net, including transportation and delivery charges fully prepaid by the Bidder, F.O.B. destination 
named in the solicitation.  No additional charges will be allowed for packing, packages, or partial delivery costs.  When 
an arithmetic error has been made in the extended total, the unit price will govern. 
 
All prices, costs, and terms and conditions outlined in the proposal shall remain fixed and valid commencing on the 
opening date of the proposal until the contract terminates or expires. 
Bidder represents and warrants that all prices for services, now or subsequently specified are as low as and no higher 
than prices which the Bidder has charged or intends to charge customers other than the State for the same or similar 
products and services of the same or equivalent quantity and quality for delivery or performance during the same 
periods of time.  If, during the term of the contract, the Bidder shall reduce any and/or all prices charged to any 
customers other than the State for the same or similar products or services specified herein, the Bidder shall make 
an equal or equivalent reduction in corresponding prices for said specified products or services.   
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All prices set forth in the contract and all prices in addition, which the Bidder may charge under the terms of the 
contract, do not and will not violate any existing federal, state, or municipal law or regulations concerning price 
discrimination and/or price fixing.  Bidder agrees to hold the State harmless from any such violation.  Prices quoted 
shall not be subject to increase throughout the contract period unless specifically allowed by these specifications.  
 
The State reserves the right to deny any requested price increase. No price increases are to be billed to any 
State Agencies prior to written amendment of the contract by the parties. 
 
The State will be given full proportionate benefit of any decreases for the term of the contract. 



 
S. DISCOUNTS 



Prices quoted shall be inclusive of ALL trade discounts. Cash discount terms of less than thirty (30) days will not be 
considered as part of the proposal.  Cash discount periods will be computed from the date of receipt of a properly 
executed claim voucher or the date of completion of delivery of all items in a satisfactory condition, whichever is later. 
 



T. COST CLARIFICATION 
The State reserves the right to review all aspects of cost for reasonableness and to request clarification of any 
proposal where the cost component shows significant and unsupported deviation from industry standards or in areas 
where detailed pricing is required. 



 
 



U. BEST AND FINAL OFFER 
If best and final offers (BAFO) are requested by the State and submitted by the Bidder, they will be evaluated (using 
the stated BAFO criteria), scored, and ranked by the Evaluation Committee.  The State reserves the right to conduct 
more than one Best and Final Offer.  The award will then be granted to the highest scoring Bidder.  However, a Bidder 
should provide its best offer in its original proposal.  Bidders should not expect that the State will request a best and 
final offer. 
 



V. REFERENCE AND CREDIT CHECKS 
The State reserves the right to conduct and consider reference and credit checks.  The State reserves the right to 
use third parties to conduct reference and credit checks.  By submitting a proposal in response to this solicitation, the 
Bidder grants to the State the right to contact or arrange a visit in person with any or all of the Bidder’s clients.    
Reference and credit checks may be grounds to reject a proposal, withdraw an intent to award, or rescind the award 
of a contract.   
 



W. AWARD      
The State reserves the right to evaluate proposals and award contracts in a manner utilizing criteria selected at the 
State's discretion and in the State’s best interest. After evaluation of the proposals, or at any point in the solicitation 
process, the State of Nebraska may take one or more of the following actions: 
 
1. Amend the solicitation; 
2. Extend the time of or establish a new proposal opening time; 
3. Waive deviations or errors in the State’s solicitation process and in Bidder proposals that are not material, 



do not compromise the solicitation process or a Bidder’s proposal, and do not improve a Bidder’s 
competitive position; 



4. Accept or reject a portion of or all of a proposal; 
5. Accept or reject all proposals; 
6. Withdraw the solicitation; 
7. Elect to rebid the solicitation; 
8. Award single lines or multiple lines to one or more Bidders; or, 
9. Award one or more all-inclusive contracts. 



 
 
The solicitation does not commit the State to award a contract.  Once intent to award decision has been determined, 
it will be posted to the Internet at: 
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
 
Any protests must be filed by a Bidder within ten (10) business days after the intent to award decision is posted to 
the Internet.  Grievance and protest procedure is available on the Internet at: 
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html


http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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X. ALTERNATE/EQUIVALENT PROPOSALS 
Bidder may offer proposals which are at variance from the express specifications of the solicitation.  The State 
reserves the right to consider and accept such proposals if, in the judgment of the Materiel Administrator, the proposal 
will result in goods and/or services equivalent to or better than those which would be supplied in the original proposal 
specifications.  Bidder must indicate on the solicitation the manufacturer’s name, number and shall submit with their 
proposal, sketches, descriptive literature and/or complete specifications.  Reference to literature submitted with a 
previous proposal will not satisfy this provision. Proposals which do not comply with these requirements are subject 
to rejection.  In the absence of any stated deviation or exception, the proposal will be accepted as in strict compliance 
with all terms, conditions and specification, and the Bidder shall be held liable therefore. 
 



Y. LUMP SUM OR ”ALL OR NONE” PROPOSALS 
The State reserves the right to purchase item-by-item, by groups or as a total when the State may benefit by so doing.  
Bidders may submit a proposal on an “all or none” or “lump sum” basis, but should also submit a proposal on an item-
by-item basis.  The term “all or none” means a conditional proposal which requires the purchase of all items on which 
proposals are offered and Bidder declines to accept award on individual items; a “lump sum” proposal is one in which 
the Bidder offers a lower price than the sum of the individual proposals if all items are purchased, but agrees to deliver 
individual items at the prices quoted. 
 



Z. EMAIL SUBMISSIONS   
SPB will not accept proposals by email, electronic, voice, or telephone proposals except for one-time purchases 
under $50,000.00.   
 



AA. REJECTION OF PROPOSALS 
The State reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, wholly or in part, in the best interest of the State. 
 



BB. RESIDENT BIDDER 
Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 73-101.01 through 73-101.02, a Resident Bidder shall be allowed a preference against 
a Non-resident Bidder from a state which gives or requires a preference to Bidders from that state.  The preference 
shall be equal to the preference given or required by the state of the Nonresident Bidders. Where the lowest 
responsible bid from a resident Bidder is equal in all respects to one from a nonresident Bidder from a state which 
has no preference law, the resident Bidder shall be awarded the contract.  The provision of this preference shall not 
apply to any contract for any project upon which federal funds would be withheld because of the provisions of this 
preference. 
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II. TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
Bidders should complete Sections II through VI as part of their proposal.  Bidder is expected to read the Terms and 
Conditions and should initial either accept, reject, or reject and provide alternative language for each clause.  The Bidder 
should also provide an explanation of why the Bidder rejected the clause or rejected the clause and provided alternate 
language.  By signing the solicitation, Bidder is agreeing to be legally bound by all the accepted terms and conditions, and any 
proposed alternative terms and conditions submitted with the proposal.  The State reserves the right to negotiate rejected or 
proposed alternative language.  If the State and Bidder fail to agree on the final Terms and Conditions, the State reserves the 
right to reject the proposal.  The State of Nebraska is soliciting proposals in response to this solicitation.  The State of Nebraska 
reserves the right to reject proposals that attempt to substitute the Bidder’s commercial contracts and/or documents for this 
solicitation. 
 
The Bidders should submit with their proposal any license, user agreement, service level agreement, or similar documents 
that the Bidder wants incorporated in the Contract.  The State will not consider incorporation of any document not submitted 
with the Bidder’s proposal as the document will not have been included in the evaluation process.  These documents shall be 
subject to negotiation and will be incorporated as addendums if agreed to by the Parties. 
 
If a conflict or ambiguity arises after the Addendum to Contract Award have been negotiated and agreed to, the Addendum to 
Contract Award shall be interpreted as follows: 
 



1. If only one Party has a particular clause then that clause shall control; 
2. If both Parties have a similar clause, but the clauses do not conflict, the clauses shall be read together; 
3. If both Parties have a similar clause, but the clauses conflict, the State’s clause shall control. 
 



A. GENERAL 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The contract resulting from this solicitation shall incorporate the following documents: 
 
1. Request for Proposal and Addenda; 
2. Amendments to the solicitation; 
3. Questions and Answers;  
4. Bidder’s proposal (Solicitation and properly submitted documents); 
5. The executed Contract and Addendum One to Contract, if applicable; and, 
6. Amendments/Addendums to the Contract. 
  
These documents constitute the entirety of the contract.  
 
Unless otherwise specifically stated in a future contract amendment, in case of any conflict between the incorporated 
documents, the documents shall govern in the following order of preference with number one (1) receiving preference 
over all other documents and with each lower numbered document having preference over any higher numbered 
document: 1) Amendment to the executed Contract with the most recent dated amendment having the highest priority, 
2) executed Contract and any attached Addenda, 3) Amendments to solicitation and any Questions and Answers, 4) 
the original solicitation document and any Addenda, and 5) the Bidder’s submitted Proposal. 
 
Any ambiguity or conflict in the contract discovered after its execution, not otherwise addressed herein, shall be 
resolved in accordance with the rules of contract interpretation as established in the State of Nebraska. 
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B. NOTIFICATION  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Bidder and State shall identify the contract manager who shall serve as the point of contact for the executed contract.  
 
Communications regarding the executed contract shall be in writing and shall be deemed to have been given if 
delivered personally or mailed, by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to the parties at their 
respective addresses set forth below, or at such other addresses as may be specified in writing by either of the parties.  
All notices, requests, or communications shall be deemed effective upon personal delivery or five (5) calendar days 
following deposit in the mail. 
 
 
Either party may change its address for notification purposes by giving notice of the change, and setting forth the new 
address and an effective date. 
 



C. BUYER’S REPRESENTATIVE 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State reserves the right to appoint a Buyer's Representative to manage [or assist the Buyer in managing] the 
contract on behalf of the State.  The Buyer's Representative will be appointed in writing, and the appointment 
document will specify the extent of the Buyer's Representative authority and responsibilities.  If a Buyer's 
Representative is appointed, the Bidder will be provided a copy of the appointment document, and is expected to 
cooperate accordingly with the Buyer's Representative.  The Buyer's Representative has no authority to bind the 
State to a contract, amendment, addendum, or other change or addition to the contract. 
 



D. GOVERNING LAW (Statutory) 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this contract, or any amendment or addendum(s) entered into 
contemporaneously or at a later time, the parties understand and agree that, (1) the State of Nebraska is a sovereign 
state and its authority to contract is therefore subject to limitation by the State’s Constitution, statutes, common law, 
and regulation; (2) this contract will be interpreted and enforced under the laws of the State of Nebraska; (3) any 
action to enforce the provisions of this agreement must be brought in the State of Nebraska per state law; (4) the 
person signing this contract on behalf of the State of Nebraska does not have the authority to waive the State's 
sovereign immunity, statutes, common law, or regulations; (5) the indemnity, limitation of liability, remedy, and other 
similar provisions of the final contract, if any, are entered into subject to the State's Constitution, statutes, common 
law, regulations, and sovereign immunity; and, (6) all terms and conditions of the final contract, including but not 
limited to the clauses concerning third party use, licenses, warranties, limitations of liability, governing law and venue, 
usage verification, indemnity, liability, remedy or other similar provisions of the final contract are entered into 
specifically subject to the State's Constitution, statutes, common law, regulations, and sovereign immunity. 
 
The Parties must comply with all applicable local, state and federal laws, ordinances, rules, orders, and regulations.  
 



E. BEGINNING OF WORK  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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The Bidder shall not commence any billable work until a valid contract has been fully executed by the State and the 
successful Bidder.  The Bidder will be notified in writing when work may begin. 
 



F. AMENDMENT 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
This Contract may be amended in writing, within scope, upon the agreement of both parties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



G. CHANGE ORDERS OR SUBSTITUTIONS 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State and the Bidder, upon the written agreement, may make changes to the contract within the general scope 
of the solicitation.   Changes may involve specifications, the quantity of work, or such other items as the State may 
find necessary or desirable.  Corrections of any deliverable, service, or work required pursuant to the contract shall 
not be deemed a change.  The Bidder may not claim forfeiture of the contract by reasons of such changes.   
 
The Bidder shall prepare a written description of the work required due to the change and an itemized cost sheet for 
the change. Changes in work and the amount of compensation to be paid to the Bidder shall be determined in 
accordance with applicable unit prices if any, a pro-rated value, or through negotiations.  The State shall not incur a 
price increase for changes that should have been included in the Bidder’s proposal, were foreseeable, or result from 
difficulties with or failure of the Bidder’s proposal or performance. 
 
No change shall be implemented by the Bidder until approved by the State, and the Contract is amended to reflect 
the change and associated costs, if any.  If there is a dispute regarding the cost, but both parties agree that immediate 
implementation is necessary, the change may be implemented, and cost negotiations may continue with both Parties 
retaining all remedies under the contract and law. 
 
In the event any product is discontinued or replaced upon mutual consent during the contract period or prior to 
delivery, the State reserves the right to amend the contract or purchase order to include the alternate product at the 
same price.   
 



***Bidder will not substitute any item that has been awarded without prior written approval of SPB*** 
 



H. VENDOR PERFORMANCE REPORT(S) 
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Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State may document any instance(s) of products or services delivered or performed which exceed or fail to meet 
the terms of the purchase order, contract, and/or solicitation specifications. The State Purchasing Bureau may contact 
the Vendor regarding any such report. Vendor performance report(s) will become a part of the permanent record of 
the Vendor. 
 



I. NOTICE OF POTENTIAL BIDDER BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
If Bidder breaches the contract or anticipates breaching the contract, the Bidder shall immediately give written notice 
to the State.  The notice shall explain the breach or potential breach, a proposed cure, and may include a request for 
a waiver of the breach if so desired.  The State may, in its discretion, temporarily or permanently waive the breach.  
By granting a waiver, the State does not forfeit any rights or remedies to which the State is entitled by law or equity, 
or pursuant to the provisions of the contract.  Failure to give immediate notice, however, may be grounds for denial 
of any request for a waiver of a breach. 
 



J. BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Either Party may terminate the contract, in whole or in part, if the other Party breaches its duty to perform its 
obligations under the contract in a timely and proper manner.  Termination requires written notice of default and a 
thirty (30) calendar day (or longer at the non-breaching Party’s discretion considering the gravity and nature of the 
default) cure period.  Said notice shall be delivered by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, or in person with 
proof of delivery.  Allowing time to cure a failure or breach of contract does not waive the right to immediately terminate 
the contract for the same or different contract breach which may occur at a different time.  In case of default of the 
Bidder, the State may contract the service from other sources and hold the Bidder responsible for any excess cost 
occasioned thereby. OR In case of breach by the Bidder, the State may, without unreasonable delay, make a good 
faith effort to make a reasonable purchase or contract to purchased goods in substitution of those due from the Bidder.  
The State may recover from the Bidder as damages the difference between the costs of covering the breach.  
Notwithstanding any clause to the contrary, the State may also recover the contract price together with any incidental 
or consequential damages defined in UCC Section 2-715, but less expenses saved in consequence of Bidder’s 
breach. 
 
The State’s failure to make payment shall not be a breach, and the Bidder shall retain all available statutory remedies 
and protections. 
 



K. NON-WAIVER OF BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



 
 
 



   



 
The acceptance of late performance with or without objection or reservation by a Party shall not waive any rights of 
the Party nor constitute a waiver of the requirement of timely performance of any obligations remaining to be 
performed. 
 



L. SEVERABILITY  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
If any term or condition of the contract is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal or in conflict with 
any law, the validity of the remaining terms and conditions shall not be affected, and the rights and obligations of the 
parties shall be construed and enforced as if the contract did not contain the provision held to be invalid or illegal. 
 



M. INDEMNIFICATION  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
1. GENERAL 



The Bidder agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the State and its employees, volunteers, agents, 
and its elected and appointed officials (“the indemnified parties”) from and against any and all third party 
claims, liens, demands, damages, liability, actions, causes of action, losses, judgments, costs, and expenses 
of every nature, including investigation costs and expenses, settlement costs, and attorney fees and 
expenses (“the claims”), sustained or asserted against the State for personal injury, death, or property loss 
or damage, arising out of, resulting from, or attributable to the willful misconduct, negligence, error, or 
omission of the Bidder, its employees, Sub Contractors, consultants, representatives, and agents, resulting 
from this contract, except to the extent such Bidder liability is attenuated by any action of the State which 
directly and proximately contributed to the claims. 
 



2. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (Optional) 
The Bidder agrees it will, at its sole cost and expense, defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the indemnified 
parties from and against any and all claims, to the extent such claims arise out of, result from, or are 
attributable to, the actual or alleged infringement or misappropriation of any patent, copyright, trade secret, 
trademark, or confidential information of any third party by the Bidder or its employees, Sub Contractors, 
consultants, representatives, and agents; provided, however, the State gives the Bidder prompt notice in 
writing of the claim.  The Bidder may not settle any infringement claim that will affect the State’s use of the 
Licensed Software without the State’s prior written consent, which consent may be withheld for any reason. 
 
If a judgment or settlement is obtained or reasonably anticipated against the State’s use of any intellectual 
property for which the Bidder has indemnified the State, the Bidder shall, at the Bidder’s sole cost and 
expense, promptly modify the item or items which were determined to be infringing, acquire a license or 
licenses on the State’s behalf to provide the necessary rights to the State to eliminate the infringement, or 
provide the State with a non-infringing substitute that provides the State the same functionality.  At the 
State’s election, the actual or anticipated judgment may be treated as a breach of warranty by the Bidder, 
and the State may receive the remedies provided under this solicitation. 
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3. PERSONNEL 



The Bidder shall, at its expense, indemnify and hold harmless the indemnified parties from and against any 
claim with respect to withholding taxes, worker’s compensation, employee benefits, or any other claim, 
demand, liability, damage, or loss of any nature relating to any of the personnel, including Sub Contractors 
and their employees, provided by the Bidder. 
 



4. SELF-INSURANCE 
The State of Nebraska is self-insured for any loss and purchases excess insurance coverage pursuant to 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-8,239.01 (Reissue 2008). If there is a presumed loss under the provisions of this 
agreement, Bidder may file a claim with the Office of Risk Management pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 81-
8,829 – 81-8,306 for review by the State Claims Board. The State retains all rights and immunities under the 
State Miscellaneous (Section 81-8,294), Tort (Section 81-8,209), and Contract Claim Acts (Section 81-
8,302), as outlined in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-8,209 et seq. and under any other provisions of law and accepts 
liability under this agreement to the extent provided by law. 



 
5. The Parties acknowledge that Attorney General for the State of Nebraska is required by statute to 



represent the legal interests of the State, and that any provision of this indemnity clause is subject to the 
statutory authority of the Attorney General. 
 



N. ATTORNEY'S FEES  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
In the event of any litigation, appeal, or other legal action to enforce any provision of the contract, the Parties agree 
to pay all expenses of such action, as permitted by law and if ordered by the court, including attorney's fees and 
costs, if the other Party prevails. 
 



O. PERFORMANCE BOND  
  
  



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The Bidder may be required to supply a cashier’s check or a bond executed by a corporation authorized to contract 
surety in the State of Nebraska, payable to the State of Nebraska, which shall be valid for the life of the contract to 
include any renewal and/or extension periods.  The amount of the cashier’s check or bond must be fifty percent (50%) 
of the contract amount.  The check or bond, if required, will guarantee that the Bidder will faithfully perform all 
requirements, terms and conditions of the contract.  If the Bidder chooses to provide a cashier’s check, the check 
must show an expiration date on the check.  Cashier’s checks will only be allowed for contracts for three (3) years or 
less, including all renewal options.  Failure to comply shall be grounds for forfeiture of the check or bond as liquidated 
damages.  Amount of forfeiture will be determined by the agency based on loss to the State.  The bond or cashier’s 
check will be returned when the contract has been satisfactorily completed as solely determined by the State, after 
termination or expiration of the contract. 
 



P. RETAINAGE 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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The State may withhold ten percent (10%) of each payment due as retainage.  The entire retainage amount will be 
payable upon successful completion of the project. Upon completion of the project, the Bidder will invoice the State 
for any outstanding work and for the retainage.  The State may reject the final invoice by identifying the specific 
reasons for such rejection in writing to the Bidder within forty-five (45) calendar days of receipt of the final invoice. 
Otherwise, the project will be deemed accepted and the State will release the final payment and retainage in 
accordance with the contract payment terms. 
 



 
 
 



Q. ASSIGNMENT, SALE, OR MERGER  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Either Party may assign the contract upon mutual written agreement of the other Party.  Such agreement shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. 
 
The Bidder retains the right to enter into a sale, merger, acquisition, internal reorganization, or similar transaction 
involving Bidder’s business.  Bidder agrees to cooperate with the State in executing amendments to the contract to 
allow for the transaction.  If a third party or entity is involved in the transaction, the Bidder will remain responsible for 
performance of the contract until such time as the person or entity involved in the transaction agrees in writing to be 
contractually bound by this contract and perform all obligations of the contract. 
 



R. CONTRACTING WITH OTHER NEBRASKA POLITICAL SUB-DIVISIONS OF THE STATE OR 
ANOTHER STATE 



 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The Bidder may, but shall not be required to, allow agencies, as defined in Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-145, to use this 
contract.  The terms and conditions, including price, of the contract may not be amended.  The State shall not be 
contractually obligated or liable for any contract entered into pursuant to this clause.  A listing of Nebraska political 
subdivisions may be found at the website of the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts. 
 
The Bidder may, but shall not be required to, allow other states, agencies or divisions of other states, or political 
subdivisions of other states to use this contract.  The terms and conditions, including price, of this contract shall apply 
to any such contract, but may be amended upon mutual consent of the Parties.  The State of Nebraska shall not be 
contractually or otherwise obligated or liable under any contract entered into pursuant to this clause.  The State shall 
be notified if a contract is executed based upon this contract. 
 
 



S. FORCE MAJEURE  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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Neither Party shall be liable for any costs or damages, or for default resulting from its inability to perform any of its 
obligations under the contract due to a natural or manmade event outside the control and not the fault of the affected 
Party (“Force Majeure Event”).  The Party so affected shall immediately make a written request for relief to the other 
Party, and shall have the burden of proof to justify the request.  The other Party may grant the relief requested; relief 
may not be unreasonably withheld.  Labor disputes with the impacted Party’s own employees will not be considered 
a Force Majeure Event. 
 



T. CONFIDENTIALITY  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
All materials and information provided by the Parties or acquired by a Party on behalf of the other Party shall be 
regarded as confidential information.  All materials and information provided or acquired shall be handled in 
accordance with federal and state law, and ethical standards.  Should said confidentiality be breached by a Party, the 
Party shall notify the other Party immediately of said breach and take immediate corrective action. 
 
It is incumbent upon the Parties to inform their officers and employees of the penalties for improper disclosure 
imposed by the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. 552a.  Specifically, 5 U.S.C. 552a (i)(1), which is made applicable by 5 
U.S.C. 552a (m)(1), provides that any officer or employee, who by virtue of his/her employment or official position 
has possession of or access to agency records which contain individually identifiable information, the disclosure of 
which is prohibited by the Privacy Act or regulations established thereunder, and who knowing that disclosure of the 
specific material is prohibited, willfully discloses the material in any manner to any person or agency not entitled to 
receive it, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not more than $5,000. 
 
 



U. EARLY TERMINATION  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The contract may be terminated as follows: 
 
1. The State and the Bidder, by mutual written agreement, may terminate the contract at any time. 



 
2. The State, in its sole discretion, may terminate the contract for any reason upon thirty (30) calendar day’s 



written notice to the Bidder.   Such termination shall not relieve the Bidder of warranty or other service 
obligations incurred under the terms of the contract.  In the event of termination the Bidder shall be entitled 
to payment, determined on a pro rata basis, for products or services satisfactorily performed or provided. 
 



3. The State may terminate the contract immediately for the following reasons: 
 
a. if directed to do so by statute; 
b. Bidder has made an assignment for the benefit of creditors, has admitted in writing its inability to 



pay debts as they mature, or has ceased operating in the normal course of business; 
c. a trustee or receiver of the Bidder or of any substantial part of the Bidder’s assets has been 



appointed by a court; 
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d. fraud, misappropriation, embezzlement, malfeasance, misfeasance, or illegal conduct pertaining 
to performance under the contract by its Bidder, its employees, officers, directors, or 
shareholders; 



e. an involuntary proceeding has been commenced by any Party against the Bidder under any one 
of the chapters of Title 11 of the United States Code and (i) the proceeding has been pending for 
at least sixty (60) calendar days; or (ii) the Bidder has consented, either expressly or by operation 
of law, to the entry of an order for relief; or (iii) the Bidder has been decreed or adjudged a debtor; 



f. a voluntary petition has been filed by the Bidder under any of the chapters of Title 11 of the 
United States Code; 



g. Bidder intentionally discloses confidential information; 
h. Bidder has or announces it will discontinue support of the deliverable; and, 
i. In the event funding is no longer available. 



 
V. CONTRACT CLOSEOUT 
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Upon contract closeout for any reason the Bidder shall within 30 days, unless stated otherwise herein: 
 
1. Transfer all completed or partially completed deliverables to the State; 
2. Transfer ownership and title to all completed or partially completed deliverables to the State; 
3. Return to the State all information and data, unless the Bidder is permitted to keep the information or data 



by contract or rule of law.  Bidder may retain one copy of any information or data as required to comply 
with applicable work product documentation standards or as are automatically retained in the course of 
Bidder’s routine back up procedures; 



4. Cooperate with any successor Contactor, person or entity in the assumption of any or all of the obligations 
of this contract; 



5. Cooperate with any successor Contactor, person or entity with the transfer of information or data related to 
this contract; 



6. Return or vacate any state owned real or personal property; and, 
7. Return all data in a mutually acceptable format and manner. 
 
Nothing in this Section should be construed to require the Bidder to surrender intellectual property, real or personal 
property, or information or data owned by the Bidder for which the State has no legal claim.  
  











Page 18   
RFP Boilerplate | 07012019 



III. BIDDER DUTIES 
 
A. INDEPENDENT BIDDER / OBLIGATIONS 
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It is agreed that the Bidder is an independent Bidder and that nothing contained herein is intended or should be 
construed as creating or establishing a relationship of employment, agency, or a partnership.    
 
The Bidder is solely responsible for fulfilling the contract.  The Bidder or the Bidder’s representative shall be the sole 
point of contact regarding all contractual matters. 
 
The Bidder shall secure, at its own expense, all personnel required to perform the services under the contract.  The 
personnel the Bidder uses to fulfill the contract shall have no contractual or other legal relationship with the State; 
they shall not be considered employees of the State and shall not be entitled to any compensation, rights or benefits 
from the State, including but not limited to, tenure rights, medical and hospital care, sick and vacation leave, 
severance pay, or retirement benefits. 
 
By-name personnel commitments made in the Bidder's proposal shall not be changed without the prior written 
approval of the State.  Replacement of these personnel, if approved by the State, shall be with personnel of equal or 
greater ability and qualifications. 
 
All personnel assigned by the Bidder to the contract shall be employees of the Bidder or a Sub Contractor, and shall 
be fully qualified to perform the work required herein.  Personnel employed by the Bidder or a Sub Contractor  to fulfill 
the terms of the contract shall remain under the sole direction and control of the Bidder or the Sub Contractor  
respectively. 
 
With respect to its employees, the Bidder agrees to be solely responsible for the following: 
 
1. Any and all pay, benefits, and  employment taxes and/or other payroll withholding; 
2. Any and all vehicles used by the Bidder’s employees, including all insurance required by state law; 
3. Damages incurred by Bidder’s employees within the scope of their duties under the contract; 
4. Maintaining Workers’ Compensation and health insurance that complies with state and federal law and 



submitting any reports on such insurance to the extent required by governing law;  
5. Determining the hours to be worked and the duties to be performed by the Bidder’s employees; and, 
6. All claims on behalf of any person arising out of employment or alleged employment (including without limit 



claims of discrimination alleged against the Bidder, its officers, agents, or Sub Contractor   or Sub 
Contractor  s employees) 



 
If the Bidder intends to utilize any Sub Contractor  , the Sub Contractor  's level of effort, tasks, and time allocation 
should be clearly defined in the Bidder’s proposal.  The Bidder shall agree that it will not utilize any Sub Contractor   
not specifically included in its proposal in the performance of the contract without the prior written authorization of the 
State. 
 
The State reserves the right to require the Bidder to reassign or remove from the project any Bidder or Sub Contractor   
employee. 
 
Bidder shall insure that the terms and conditions contained in any contract with a Sub Contractor   does not conflict 
with the terms and conditions of this contract.  
 
The Bidder shall include a similar provision, for the protection of the State, in the contract with any Sub Contractor  
engaged to perform work on this contract. 
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B. EMPLOYEE WORK ELIGIBILITY STATUS 
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The Bidder is required and hereby agrees to use a federal immigration verification system to determine the work 
eligibility status of employees physically performing services within the State of Nebraska. A federal immigration 
verification system means the electronic verification of the work authorization program authorized by the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 8 U.S.C. 1324a, known as the E-Verify Program, or 
an equivalent federal program designated by the United States Department of Homeland Security or other federal 
agency authorized to verify the work eligibility status of an employee. 
 
If the Bidder is an individual or sole proprietorship, the following applies: 
 
1. The Bidder must complete the United States Citizenship Attestation Form, available on the Department of 



Administrative Services website at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html  
 



2. The completed United States Attestation Form should be submitted with the solicitation response. 
 



3. If the Bidder indicates on such attestation form that he or she is a qualified alien, the Bidder agrees to 
provide the US Citizenship and Immigration Services documentation required to verify the Bidder’s lawful 
presence in the United States using the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program.  
 



4. The Bidder understands and agrees that lawful presence in the United States is required and the Bidder 
may be disqualified or the contract terminated if such lawful presence cannot be verified as required by 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §4-108. 



 
C. COMPLIANCE WITH CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT / 
NONDISCRIMINATION (Statutory) 



The Bidder shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal statutes and regulations regarding civil rights laws 
and equal opportunity employment. The Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act prohibits Bidders of the State of 
Nebraska, and their Sub Contractors, from discriminating against any employee or applicant for employment, with 
respect to hire, tenure, terms, conditions, compensation, or privileges of employment because of race, color, religion, 
sex, disability, marital status, or national origin (Neb. Rev. Stat. §48-1101 to 48-1125).   The Bidder guarantees 
compliance with the Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act, and breach of this provision shall be regarded as a 
material breach of contract.  The Bidder shall insert a similar provision in all Subcontracts for goods and services to 
be covered by any contract resulting from this solicitation. 
 



D. COOPERATION WITH OTHER BIDDERS  
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Bidder may be required to work with or in close proximity to other Bidders or individuals that may be working on same 
or different projects.  The Bidder shall agree to cooperate with such other Bidders or individuals, and shall not commit 
or permit any act which may interfere with the performance of work by any other Bidder or individual.  Bidder is not 
required to compromise Bidder’s intellectual property or proprietary information unless expressly required to do so by 
this contract. 
 
 
 



 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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E. PERMITS, REGULATIONS, LAWS 
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The contract price shall include the cost of all royalties, licenses, permits, and approvals, whether arising from patents, 
trademarks, copyrights or otherwise, that are in any way involved in the contract.  The Bidder shall obtain and pay for 
all royalties, licenses, and permits, and approvals necessary for the execution of the contract.  The Bidder must 
guarantee that it has the full legal right to the materials, supplies, equipment, software, and other items used to 
execute this contract. 
 



F. OWNERSHIP OF INFORMATION AND DATA / DELIVERABLES  
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The State shall have the unlimited right to publish, duplicate, use, and disclose all information and data developed or 
obtained by the Bidder on behalf of the State pursuant to this contract. 
 
The State shall own and hold exclusive title to any deliverable developed as a result of this contract.  Bidder shall 
have no ownership interest or title, and shall not patent, license, or copyright, duplicate, transfer, sell, or exchange, 
the design, specifications, concept, or deliverable. 
 



G. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 
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The Bidder shall throughout the term of the contract maintain insurance as specified herein and provide the State a 
current Certificate of Insurance/Acord Form (COI) verifying the coverage.  The Bidder shall not commence work on 
the contract until the insurance is in place.  If Bidder subcontracts any portion of the Contract the Bidder must, 
throughout the term of the contract, either: 
 
1. Provide equivalent insurance for each Sub Contractor and provide a COI verifying the coverage for the 



Sub Contractor; 
2. Require each Sub Contractor to have equivalent insurance and provide written notice to the State that the 



Bidder has verified that each Sub Contractor has the required coverage; or, 
3. Provide the State with copies of each Sub Contractor’s Certificate of Insurance evidencing the required 



coverage. 
 



The Bidder shall not allow any Sub Contractor to commence work until the Sub Contractor has equivalent insurance.  
The failure of the State to require a COI, or the failure of the Bidder to provide a COI or require Sub Contractor 
insurance shall not limit, relieve, or decrease the liability of the Bidder hereunder. 
 
In the event that any policy written on a claims-made basis terminates or is canceled during the term of the contract 
or within three (3) years of termination or expiration of the contract, the Bidder shall obtain an extended discovery or 
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reporting period, or a new insurance policy, providing coverage required by this contract for the term of the contract 
and three (3) years following termination or expiration of the contract. 
  
If by the terms of any insurance a mandatory deductible is required, or if the Bidder elects to increase the mandatory 
deductible amount, the Bidder shall be responsible for payment of the amount of the deductible in the event of a paid 
claim. 
 
Notwithstanding any other clause in this Contract, the State may recover up to the liability limits of the insurance 
policies required herein. 
 
1. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE 



The Bidder shall take out and maintain during the life of this contract the statutory Workers’ Compensation 
and Employer's Liability Insurance for all of the contactors’ employees to be engaged in work on the project 
under this contract and, in case any such work is sublet, the Bidder shall require the Sub Contractor   similarly 
to provide Worker's Compensation and Employer's Liability Insurance for all of the Sub Contractor  ’s 
employees to be engaged in such work.  This policy shall be written to meet the statutory requirements for 
the state in which the work is to be performed, including Occupational Disease.  The policy shall include 
a waiver of subrogation in favor of the State.  The COI shall contain the mandatory COI subrogation 
waiver language found hereinafter.  The amounts of such insurance shall not be less than the limits stated 
hereinafter.  For employees working in the State of Nebraska, the policy must be written by an entity 
authorized by the State of Nebraska Department of Insurance to write Workers’ Compensation and 
Employer’s Liability Insurance for Nebraska employees. 
 



2. COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE AND COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 
The Bidder shall take out and maintain during the life of this contract such Commercial General Liability 
Insurance and Commercial Automobile Liability Insurance as shall protect Bidder and any Sub Contractor  
performing work covered by this contract from claims for damages for bodily injury, including death, as well 
as from claims for property damage, which may arise from operations under this contract, whether such 
operation be by the Bidder or by any Sub Contractor   or by anyone directly or indirectly employed by either 
of them, and the amounts of such insurance shall not be less than limits stated hereinafter. 
 
The Commercial General Liability Insurance shall be written on an occurrence basis, and provide 
Premises/Operations, Products/Completed Operations, Independent Bidders, Personal Injury, and 
Contractual Liability coverage.  The policy shall include the State, and others as required by the 
contract documents, as Additional Insured(s).  This policy shall be primary, and any insurance or 
self-insurance carried by the State shall be considered secondary and non-contributory.  The COI 
shall contain the mandatory COI liability waiver language found hereinafter. The Commercial 
Automobile Liability Insurance shall be written to cover all Owned, Non-owned, and Hired vehicles. 
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REQUIRED INSURANCE COVERAGE 



COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY  



General Aggregate  $2,000,000 



Products/Completed Operations 
Aggregate 



$2,000,000 



Personal/Advertising Injury  $1,000,000 per occurrence 



Bodily Injury/Property Damage  $1,000,000 per occurrence 



Medical Payments $10,000 any one person 



Damage to Rented Premises (Fire) $300,000 each occurrence 



Contractual Included 



XCU Liability (Explosion, Collapse, and 
Underground Damage) 



Included 



Independent Bidders Included 



Abuse & Molestation Included 



If higher limits are required, the Umbrella/Excess Liability limits are allowed to satisfy the higher limit. 
WORKER’S COMPENSATION 



Employers Liability Limits $500K/$500K/$500K 



Statutory Limits- All States Statutory - State of Nebraska 



Voluntary Compensation Statutory 



COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY  



Bodily Injury/Property Damage  $1,000,000 combined single limit 



Include All Owned, Hired & Non-Owned 
Automobile liability 



Included 



Motor Carrier Act Endorsement Where Applicable 



UMBRELLA/EXCESS LIABILITY 



Over Primary Insurance  $5,000,000 per occurrence 



PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY 



Professional liability (Medical Malpractice)  Limits consistent with Nebraska Medical 
Malpractice Cap Qualification Under Nebraska Excess Fund 



All Other Professional Liability (Errors & 
Omissions)  



$1,000,000 Per Claim / Aggregate 



COMMERCIAL CRIME 



Crime/Employee Dishonesty Including 3rd 
Party Fidelity 



$1,000,000 



CYBER LIABILITY 



Breach of Privacy, Security Breach, Denial 
of Service, Remediation, Fines and 
Penalties 



$10,000,000 



MANDATORY COI SUBROGATION WAIVER LANGUAGE   



“Workers’ Compensation policy shall include a waiver of subrogation in favor of the State of 
Nebraska.” 



MANDATORY COI LIABILITY WAIVER LANGUAGE 



“Commercial General Liability & Commercial Automobile Liability policies shall name the State of 
Nebraska as an Additional Insured and the policies shall be primary and any insurance or self-
insurance carried by the State shall be considered secondary and non-contributory as additionally 
insured.” 



 
3. EVIDENCE OF COVERAGE 



The Bidder shall furnish the Contract Manager, with a certificate of insurance coverage complying with the 
above requirements prior to beginning work at:  
 
 Department of Economic Development 
 Legal Division 
 245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
 Lincoln, NE  68521 
These certificates or the cover sheet shall reference the RFP number, and the certificates shall include the 
name of the company, policy numbers, effective dates, dates of expiration, and amounts and types of 
coverage afforded.  If the State is damaged by the failure of the Bidder to maintain such insurance, then the 
Bidder shall be responsible for all reasonable costs properly attributable thereto. 
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Reasonable notice of cancellation of any required insurance policy must be submitted to the contract 
manager as listed above when issued and a new coverage binder shall be submitted immediately to ensure 
no break in coverage. 
 



4. DEVIATIONS 
The insurance requirements are subject to limited negotiation.  Negotiation typically includes, but is not 
necessarily limited to, the correct type of coverage, necessity for Workers’ Compensation, and the type of 
automobile coverage carried by the Bidder. 
 



 
H. ANTITRUST 
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The Bidder hereby assigns to the State any and all claims for overcharges as to goods and/or services provided in 
connection with this contract resulting from antitrust violations which arise under antitrust laws of the United States 
and the antitrust laws of the State. 



 
 



I. CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
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By submitting a proposal, bidder certifies that no relationship exists between the bidder and any person or entity 
which either is, or gives the appearance of, a conflict of interest related to this Request for Proposal or project. 
 
Bidder further certifies that bidder will not employ any individual known by bidder to have a conflict of interest nor 
shall bidder take any action or acquire any interest, either directly or indirectly, which will conflict in any manner or 
degree with the performance of its contractual obligations hereunder or which creates an actual or appearance of 
conflict of interest.   
 
If there is an actual or perceived conflict of interest, bidder shall provide with its proposal a full disclosure of the facts 
describing such actual or perceived conflict of interest and a proposed mitigation plan for consideration.  The State 
will then consider such disclosure and proposed mitigation plan and either approve or reject as part of the overall bid 
evaluation. 
 



J. STATE PROPERTY  
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The Bidder shall be responsible for the proper care and custody of any State-owned property which is furnished for 
the Bidder's use during the performance of the contract.  The Bidder shall reimburse the State for any loss or damage 
of such property; normal wear and tear is expected. 
 



K. SITE RULES AND REGULATIONS  
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The Bidder shall use its best efforts to ensure that its employees, agents, and Sub Contractors comply with site rules 
and regulations while on State premises. If the Bidder must perform on-site work outside of the daily operational hours 
set forth by the State, it must make arrangements with the State to ensure access to the facility and the equipment 
has been arranged.  No additional payment will be made by the State on the basis of lack of access, unless the State 
fails to provide access as agreed to in writing between the State and the Bidder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



L. ADVERTISING  
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The Bidder agrees not to refer to the contract award in advertising in such a manner as to state or imply that the 
company or its goods or services are endorsed or preferred by the State.  Any publicity releases pertaining to the 
project shall not be issued without prior written approval from the State. 
 



M. NEBRASKA TECHNOLOGY ACCESS STANDARDS (Statutory)  
Bidder shall review the Nebraska Technology Access Standards, found at http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-
201.html and ensure that products and/or services provided under the contract are in compliance or will comply with 
the applicable standards to the greatest degree possible.  In the event such standards change during the Bidder’s 
performance, the State may create an amendment to the contract to request the contract comply with the changed 
standard at a cost mutually acceptable to the parties. 
 



N. DISASTER RECOVERY/BACK UP PLAN  
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The Bidder shall have a disaster recovery and back-up plan, of which a copy should be provided upon request to the 
State, which includes, but is not limited to equipment, personnel, facilities, and transportation, in order to continue 
delivery of goods and services as specified under the specifications in the contract in the event of a disaster.   
 



O. DRUG POLICY 
 





http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-201.html


http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-201.html
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Bidder certifies it maintains a drug free work place environment to ensure worker safety and workplace integrity.  
Bidder agrees to provide a copy of its drug free workplace policy at any time upon request by the State. 
 



P. WARRANTY 
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Despite any clause to the contrary, the Bidder represents and warrants that its services hereunder shall be performed 
by competent personnel and shall be of professional quality consistent with generally accepted industry standards for 
the performance of such services and shall comply in all respects with the requirements of this Agreement.  For any 
breach of this warranty, the Bidder shall, for a period of ninety (90) days from performance of the service, perform the 
services again, at no cost to Customer, or if Bidder is unable to perform the services as warranted, Bidder shall 
reimburse Customer the fees paid to Bidder for the unsatisfactory services.  The rights and remedies of the parties 
under this warranty are in addition to any other rights and remedies of the parties provided by law or equity, including, 
without limitation actual damages, and, as applicable and awarded under the law, to a prevailing party, reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and costs. 
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IV. PAYMENT 
 
A. PROHIBITION AGAINST ADVANCE PAYMENT (Statutory) 
 



Neb. Rev. Stat. §§81-2403 states, “[n]o goods or services shall be deemed to be received by an agency until all such 
goods or services are completely delivered and finally accepted by the agency.” 
 



B. TAXES (Statutory) 
The State is not required to pay taxes and assumes no such liability as a result of this solicitation.  The Bidder may 
request a copy of the Nebraska Department of Revenue, Nebraska Resale or Exempt Sale Certificate for Sales Tax 
Exemption, Form 13 for their records. Any property tax payable on the Bidder's equipment which may be installed in 
a state-owned facility is the responsibility of the Bidder 
 



C. INVOICES  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Invoices for payments must be submitted by the Bidder to the agency requesting the services with sufficient detail to 
support payment. The terms and conditions included in the Bidder’s invoice shall be deemed to be solely for the 
convenience of the parties.  No terms or conditions of any such invoice shall be binding upon the State, and no action 
by the State, including without limitation the payment of any such invoice in whole or in part, shall be construed as 
binding or estopping the State with respect to any such term or condition, unless the invoice term or condition has 
been previously agreed to by the State as an amendment to the contract.   
 
 



D. INSPECTION AND APPROVAL  
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Final inspection and approval of all work required under the contract shall be performed by the designated State 
officials.   
 
The State and/or its authorized representatives shall have the right to enter any premises where the Bidder or Sub 
Contractor duties under the contract are being performed, and to inspect, monitor or otherwise evaluate the work 
being performed.  All inspections and evaluations shall be at reasonable times and in a manner that will not 
unreasonably delay work. 
 
 
 



E. PAYMENT (Statutory) 
 
 
Payment will be made by the responsible agency in compliance with the State of Nebraska Prompt Payment Act (See 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-2403).  The State may require the Bidder to accept payment by electronic means such as ACH 
deposit. In no event shall the State be responsible or liable to pay for any goods and services provided by the Bidder 
prior to the Effective Date of the contract, and the Bidder hereby waives any claim or cause of action for any such 
services. 
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F. LATE PAYMENT (Statutory) 
The Bidder may charge the responsible agency interest for late payment in compliance with the State of Nebraska 
Prompt Payment Act (See Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-2401 through 81-2408). 
 



G. SUBJECT TO FUNDING / FUNDING OUT CLAUSE FOR LOSS OF APPROPRIATIONS (Statutory) 
The State’s obligation to pay amounts due on the Contract for a fiscal years following the current fiscal year is 
contingent upon legislative appropriation of funds.  Should said funds not be appropriated, the State may terminate 
the contract with respect to those payments for the fiscal year(s) for which such funds are not appropriated.  The 
State will give the Bidder written notice thirty (30) calendar days prior to the effective date of termination.  All 
obligations of the State to make payments after the termination date will cease.  The Bidder shall be entitled to receive 
just and equitable compensation for any authorized work which has been satisfactorily completed as of the termination 
date.  In no event shall the Bidder be paid for a loss of anticipated profit. 
 



H. RIGHT TO AUDIT (First Paragraph is Statutory) 
The State shall have the right to audit the Bidder’s performance of this contract upon a thirty (30) days’ written notice.  
Bidder shall utilize generally accepted accounting principles, and shall maintain the accounting records, and other 
records and information relevant to the contract (Information) to enable the State to audit the contract. (Neb. Rev. 
Stat. §84-304 et seq.) The State may audit and the Bidder shall maintain, the Information during the term of the 
contract and for a period of five (5) years after the completion of this contract or until all issues or litigation are 
resolved, whichever is later.  The Bidder shall make the Information available to the State at Bidder’s place of business 
or a location acceptable to both Parties during normal business hours.  If this is not practical or the Bidder so elects, 
the Bidder may provide electronic or paper copies of the Information.  The State reserves the right to examine, make 
copies of, and take notes on any Information relevant to this contract, regardless of the form or the Information, how 
it is stored, or who possesses the Information.  Under no circumstance will the Bidder be required to create or maintain 
documents not kept in the ordinary course of Bidder’s business operations, nor will Bidder be required to disclose 
any information, including but not limited to product cost data, which is confidential or proprietary to Bidder. 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



  
The Parties shall pay their own costs of the audit unless the audit finds a previously undisclosed overpayment by the 
State.  If a previously undisclosed overpayment exceeds three (3) percent (3%) of the total contract billings, or if 
fraud, material misrepresentations, or non-performance is discovered on the part of the Bidder, the Bidder shall 
reimburse the State for the total costs of the audit.  Overpayments and audit costs owed to the State shall be paid 
within ninety (90) days of written notice of the claim.  The Bidder agrees to correct any material weaknesses or 
condition found as a result of the audit. 
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V.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SCOPE OF WORK 



 
A. INTRODUCTION  
The InternNE program grant is available to Nebraska employers who provide students with valuable internship opportunities 
to retain students in the State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education, convert students to full-time employment, and 
attract workers to Nebraska by assisting businesses willing to provide paid internships.  The department may provide grants 
for internships to reimburse the cost of wages paid to businesses with less than fifty full-time-equivalent employees. 
 
B. PURPOSE OF THE REQUEST 
The Department is seeking qualified Nebraska-based nonprofit entities to carry out the administrative  functions of the InternNE 
grant program. Bidders are responsible for providing grant management services on behalf of the Department.  Bidders are 
also responsible to use technology to connect students with businesses. 
 
Competitive bids detail the Bidder’s ability to deliver grant management services at a local, regional, or state-wide level. The 
Department will give preference to Bidders whose responses serve: Nebraska employers – both large and small, eligible 
students, and provide equitable access to the grants by all geographic areas of the state.  
 
C. THE GOALS OF THE DEPARTMENT ARE: 



1. To increase the overall numbers of internships in Nebraska 



2. To retain students in the State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education 



3. Attract workers to Nebraska 



4. Convert students to full-time employment in Nebraska 



5. Engage post-secondary education partners in program marketing to employers 



6. Engage the underserved/diverse student population in internships 



Eligible Bidders:  
Bidders must be a Nebraska-based nonprofit entity with an established business presence in Nebraska and perform such 
services primarily from within Nebraska. The Department will give preference to Bidders with experience in grant 
administration. 
 
InternNE Administration Funding: 
The initial amount of InternNE Bidder funding for administration and overhead is determined by the Bidder/Bidders who sign 
agreements with the Department. For ongoing administration and overhead costs, the Department will determine a set amount 
or percentage of available administration funds.  
 
Overview of the Program:  
The Department will review Bidders to evaluate their management and operations, prior success and demonstrated results, 
program plan, outreach plan, and reporting and compliance capability. Bidders selected and approved for participation in 
InternNE will sign an Instrument for Signing and Clarification  with the Department.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for marketing the grant program in their region or state-wide to employers. Bidders will be 
responsible for marketing internships to out of state students and Nebraska students in high school and post-secondary 
education, with an emphasis on marketing to underserved/diverse student populations as defined by the Department.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for setting up a system to receive applications on a continuous basis and award bi-monthly. Bidders 
will work with the Department to ensure grants are provided to employers who are providing valuable internship opportunities. 
Applications submitted for the grant will be scored by a committee. The Department will be responsible for emailing notice of 
award/denial to all Bidders.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for setting up a process for post awards: providing contracts for each awardee of a grant, processing 
reimbursement requests, intaking proof of payment or documentation to back up the reimbursement request, and gather data 
required to report economic impact to Legislature.  
 
DED will review all award cycles for compliance, track and monitor funds monthly, and decide whether to approve cycles as 
recommended by the Bidder. If approved, DED will fund the grant award following verification of the match required, required 
documentation and proof of payment.  
DED will ensure that all InternNE funds have been disbursed by the Bidder as intended and that the program funds are 
accounted for properly, including documentation of any allowable use for administration and overhead.  
 
D. SCOPE OF WORK 
 
The bidder shall/should provide the following information in response to this Request for Proposal. 



1. Organizational Information 
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a. Provide documentation showing that the Bidder is a Nebraska-based nonprofit entity. Bidder must also 



provide proof that it is current in its registration with the State of Nebraska. 



b. Provide documentation showing the legal and organizational structure of the Bidder. 



2. Management and Operations 



a. Describe the capacity, skill, size and experience of the Bidder’s management team, partners and key staff, 



including the staff who will work on managing key aspects of the InternNE grant: grant management 



system, application review and scoring, processing reimbursements and customer service support. 



b. Describe the capacity, skills, size, and experience of the Bidders governing board. Include a list of names 



and affiliations of its Board of Directors or other governing body. 



c. Provide a description of the Bidders grant management system or the system the Bidder intends to utilize 



to manage the grant. Include specifications of the systems capability to handle the different aspects of 



grant management and to protect privacy act information.   



d. Provide a recommendation for use of technology to scale across the state and the U.S.  



e. Provide a description of the Bidder’s internal accounting and administrative control systems and the extent 



to which such systems can provide reasonable assurance the InternNE funds are safeguarded against 



waste, loss, unauthorized use, and misappropriation. For example, provide evidence of one or more of the 



following: a) internal audits b) annual independent audits c) program financial statements d) adequate 



accounting and financial management systems.  



f. Provide a description of the Bidder’s strategic plan and budget, including guidelines for selecting recipients 



of aid, structure, and supervision. Please include a business model detailing the positions that will work on 



the program, duties, and public and private funds that will leverage operations.  



g. Bidder must provide the Department with a written code of ethics and/or standards for professional 



conduct to ensure professionalism, integrity, avoidance of conflict of interest, and professional conduct by 



Bidder and Bidder employees, in carrying out the InternNE grant program. 



 
3. Track Record 



a. Describe the Bidder’s process for evaluating and selecting recipients of aid. 



b. Outline the Bidder’s total capital. For the purpose of this RFP ‘total capital’ is defined as retained earnings 



(including current earning and donations) cash, and debt that is subordinated to the claims of all other 



creditors. 



c. Describe Bidder’s experience in implementing and administering grant programs and aid.  



d. Describe Bidder’s grant aid history, including the structure, types, and size of Bidder’s awarded grant aid.  



e. Describe Bidder’s experience in implementing and administering grant aid to businesses. 



f. Provide a description of the ability of the Bidder to manage increases in the volume of awarding grant aid 



to businesses.  



g. Describe how the Bidder will ensure InternNE grant aid and administration funds are not used for any 



impermissible purposes. 



h. Describe key partnerships the Bidder has with Nebraska employers, secondary institutions, and post-



secondary institutions. 



 
4. Target Market 



a. Identify the Nebraska region the Bidder intends to target and how they will serve the communities in the 



region. If the Bidder identifies a statewide effort, include a description of how the Bidder will ensure 



equitable access to grant aid to all geographic areas of the state. 



b. Detail how the Bidder will encourage students to pursue Nebraska internships to retain students in the 



State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education, convert students to full-time employment, and attract 



workers to Nebraska by assisting businesses willing to provide paid, quality internships.  



c. Detail how the Bidder will target regions across the U.S. to recruit students to Nebraska internships. The 



Department will preference, Bidders who include HBCUs.  



d. Describe any efforts Bidder will take to reach underserved/diverse student populations. 



e. Describe how the Bidder will market the InternNE grant program and internships to Nebraska students in 



high schools and post-secondary education. The marketing plan should contain strategies that target 



underserved student populations as defined by the Department.  



 
 



5. Program Details 



a. Provide a description of the program that Bidder will provide for businesses. Include how the program will 



be designed, implemented, and managed in line with the program guidelines of the Department.   
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i. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating application forms for the grant program. 



Bidders will be responsible for implementing the approved application and ensuring the 



application is easily accessible to potential Bidders. 



ii. For each application submitted to the Bidder, the Bidder will score the application and assess the 



quality of the internship according to InternNE guidelines. Following the completion of the scoring 



of each application, the Bidder will provide the Department with a summary of the applications 



submitted, the internships requested, funding amounts requested and make a recommendation 



on whether to approve or deny an application. After receiving the information, the Department will 



then respond to the recommendations. The Department reserves the right to refuse funding to a 



project, in the Department’s sole discretion.  



iii. When approved by the Department to award an application, the Bidder will execute any 



necessary agreements with the businesses. The Bidder will be responsible for working with DED 



to create a standardized agreement for InternNE awardees.  



iv. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating reimbursement forms for the InternNE grant 



program. Bidders will be responsible for implementing the approved reimbursement forms. 



v. Bidders will be responsible for receiving and processing the reimbursement request from each 



awardee. All requests should be processed in accordance with state requirements.  



vi. Bidders will submit reimbursement requests to the Department with all required forms and 



documentation one a month. The Bidder should do their due diligence and ensure the 



reimbursement requests meets the criteria for reimbursement, before submitting to the 



Department. The Bidder will be responsible for ensuring the request meets the requirements in 



the agreement and that all required documentation has been provided. 



b. Summarize projected outcomes including employer participation in the grant program, retention of 



students in Nebraska institutions of higher education, attracting students to Nebraska with paid internship 



opportunities, and converting students to fulltime employment in Nebraska. 



c. Describe how the Bidder will measure success in the program. 



d. Describe the Bidder’s strategy for achieving retention, attraction, and converting students into full-time 



employment. 



i. Specifically describe how the Bidder will make best efforts to retain students in the State of 



Nebraska at institutions of higher education, the Department would like to see a retention rate of 



at least 45%.   



ii. · Attract out of state students to internships in Nebraska  



iii. · Convert students to full-time employment in Nebraska rates of graduates remaining in Nebraska 



at least one year following graduation as follows: Community Colleges at least 59%, Private, not 



for profit 39%, State Colleges 48%, University of Nebraska 42%. The Department reserves the 



right to adjust this goal based off current economic circumstances. 



6. Reporting and Compliance 



a. Please describe how the Bidder will comply with the requirement to provide required reports to the 



Department. Required reporting would include, but is not limited to: 



i. Description of the demand for internship grants and programs from all geographic regions in 



Nebraska (the Bidder intends to service?) 



ii. The economic impact of the internship grants. Entities should work with an institution of higher 



education or an economist to develop an economic impact. 



iii. An evaluation of the internship grants and programs based on the documented goals of the 



recipients.  



iv. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating reporting forms for the grant program. The 



information will be compiled by the Bidder and provided to the Department no later than May 31 



of each year.  



v. The Department will enter into a MOU with the Department of Labor to ensure the exchange of 



information for each student participating in the program. The Bidder will be responsible for 



providing information to each student who participated in the grant program regarding collection 



of their social security numbers and potential tracking of their employment 3-5 years after 



participating in the program.  



b. Please describe how the Bidder will comply with the requirements in the qualified action plan developed by 



the Department. Requirements include, but are not limited to: 



i. Selection criteria for awarding grants for internships. 



ii. Strategies for affirmatively marketing internships to Nebraska students in high schools, colleges, 



universities, and other institutions of higher education in Nebraska. 
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iii. Strategies to market to underserved student populations as defined by the Department in the 



plan.  



iv. Strategies for marketing internships to targeted regions in the U.S. in order to recruit out of state 



students to Nebraska.  



c. Please describe how the Bidder’s program will meet the objectives of increasing the number of internships, 



conversions to full-time employment, increase the overall workforce. 



d. Please describe how the Bidder will consider public access and longitudinal data tracking partnerships. 



e. The Bidder will work with a third-party management entity to study the current state of internships needed 



in the state and a baseline of internships in the state. 



VI. PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS  
This section documents the requirements that should be met by Bidders in preparing the Technical and Cost Proposal. Bidders 
should identify the subdivisions of “Project Description and Scope of Work” clearly in their proposals; failure to do so may result 
in disqualification.  Failure to respond to a specific requirement may be the basis for elimination from consideration during the 
State’s comparative evaluation. 
 
Proposals are due by the date and time shown in the Schedule of Events.  Content requirements for the Technical and Cost 
Proposal are presented separately in the following subdivisions; format and order: 
 
A. PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 



 
1. CORPORATE OVERVIEW (Delete Corporative Overview if Cost Only) 



The Corporate Overview section of the Technical Proposal should consist of the following subdivisions:  
 
a. BIDDER IDENTIFICATION AND INFORMATION 



The Bidder should provide the full company or corporate name, address of the company's 
headquarters, entity organization (corporation, partnership, proprietorship), state in which the 
Bidder is incorporated or otherwise organized to do business, year in which the Bidder first 
organized to do business and  whether the name and form of organization has changed since first 
organized. 
 



b. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The Bidder should provide financial statements applicable to the firm.  If publicly held, the Bidder 
should provide a copy of the corporation's most recent audited financial reports and statements, 
and the name, address, and telephone number of the fiscally responsible representative of the 
Bidder’s financial or banking organization. 
 
If the Bidder is not a publicly held corporation, either the reports and statements required of a 
publicly held corporation, or a description of the organization, including size, longevity, client base, 
areas of specialization and expertise, and any other pertinent information, should be submitted in 
such a manner that proposal evaluators may reasonably formulate a determination about the 
stability and financial strength of the organization.  Additionally, a non-publicly held firm should 
provide a banking reference. 
 
The Bidder must disclose any and all judgments, pending or expected litigation, or other real or 
potential financial reversals, which might materially affect the viability or stability of the organization, 
or state that no such condition is known to exist.  
 
The State may elect to use a third party to conduct credit checks as part of the corporate overview 
evaluation. 
 



c. CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
If any change in ownership or control of the company is anticipated during the twelve (12) months 
following the proposal due date, the Bidder should describe the circumstances of such change and 
indicate when the change will likely occur.  Any change of ownership to an awarded Bidder(s) will 
require notification to the State. 
 



d. OFFICE LOCATION 
The Bidder’s office location responsible for performance pursuant to an award of a contract with 
the State of Nebraska should be identified. 
 



e. RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE STATE 
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The Bidder should describe any dealings with the State over the previous three (3) years.  If the 
organization, its predecessor, or any Party named in the Bidder’s proposal response has 
contracted with the State, the Bidder should identify the contract number(s) and/or any other 
information available to identify such contract(s).  If no such contracts exist, so declare. 
 



f. BIDDER'S EMPLOYEE RELATIONS TO STATE 
If any Party named in the Bidder's proposal response is or was an employee of the State within 
the past twelve (12) months, identify the individual(s) by name, State agency with whom 
employed, job title or position held with the State, and separation date.  If no such relationship 
exists or has existed, so declare. 
 
If any employee of any agency of the State of Nebraska is employed by the Bidder or is a Sub 
Contractor to the Bidder, as of the due date for proposal submission, identify all such persons by 
name, position held with the Bidder, and position held with the State (including job title and agency).  
Describe the responsibilities of such persons within the proposing organization.  If, after review of 
this information by the State, it is determined that a conflict of interest exists or may exist, the Bidder 
may be disqualified from further consideration in this proposal.  If no such relationship exists, so 
declare. 
 



g. CONTRACT PERFORMANCE 
If the Bidder or any proposed Sub Contractor has had a contract terminated for default during the 
past three (3) years, all such instances must be described as required below.  Termination for 
default is defined as a notice to stop performance delivery due to the Bidder's non-performance or 
poor performance, and the issue was either not litigated due to inaction on the part of the Bidder or 
litigated and such litigation determined the Bidder to be in default. 
 
It is mandatory that the Bidder submit full details of all termination for default experienced during 
the past three (3) years, including the other Party's name, address, and telephone number.  The 
response to this section must present the Bidder’s position on the matter.  The State will evaluate 
the facts and will score the Bidder’s proposal accordingly.  If no such termination for default has 
been experienced by the Bidder in the past three (3) years, so declare. 
 
If at any time during the past three (3) years, the Bidder has had a contract terminated for 
convenience, non-performance, non-allocation of funds, or any other reason, describe fully all 
circumstances surrounding such termination, including the name and address of the other 
contracting Party.   
 



h. SUMMARY OF BIDDER’S CORPORATE EXPERIENCE 
The Bidder should provide a summary matrix listing the Bidder’s previous projects similar to this 
solicitation in size, scope, and complexity.  The State will use no more than three (3) narrative 
project descriptions submitted by the Bidder during its evaluation of the proposal. 
 
The Bidder should address the following: 
 
i. Provide narrative descriptions to highlight the similarities between the Bidder’s 



experience and this solicitation.  These descriptions should include: 
 



a) The time period of the project; 
b) The scheduled and actual completion dates; 
c) The Bidder’s responsibilities;  
d) For reference purposes, a customer name (including the name of a contact 



person, a current telephone number, a facsimile number, and e-mail address); 
and 



e) Each project description should identify whether the work was performed as the 
prime Bidder or as a Sub Contractor.  If a Bidder performed as the prime Bidder, 
the description should provide the originally scheduled completion date and 
budget, as well as the actual (or currently planned) completion date and actual 
(or currently planned) budget.   



 
ii. Bidder and Sub Contractor(s) experience should be listed separately.  Narrative 



descriptions submitted for Sub Contractors should be specifically identified as Sub 
Contractor projects. 
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iii. If the work was performed as a Sub Contractor, the narrative description should identify 
the same information as requested for the Bidders above.  In addition, Sub Contractors 
should identify what share of contract costs, project responsibilities, and time period 
were performed as a Sub Contractor.   



 
i. SUMMARY OF BIDDER’S PROPOSED PERSONNEL/MANAGEMENT APPROACH 



The Bidder should present a detailed description of its proposed approach to the management of 
the project. 
 
The Bidder should identify the specific professionals who will work on the State’s project if their 
company is awarded the contract resulting from this solicitation.  The names and titles of the team 
proposed for assignment to the State project should be identified in full, with a description of the 
team leadership, interface and support functions, and reporting relationships.  The primary work 
assigned to each person should also be identified.   
 
The Bidder should provide resumes for all personnel proposed by the Bidder to work on the project.  
The State will consider the resumes as a key indicator of the Bidder’s understanding of the skill 
mixes required to carry out the requirements of the solicitation in addition to assessing the 
experience of specific individuals. 
 
Resumes should not be longer than three (3) pages.  Resumes should include, at a minimum, 
academic background and degrees, professional certifications, understanding of the process, and 
at least three (3) references (name, address, and telephone number) who can attest to the 
competence and skill level of the individual.  Any changes in proposed personnel shall only be 
implemented after written approval from the State. 
 



j. SUB CONTRACTORS 
If the Bidder intends to Subcontract any part of its performance hereunder, the Bidder should 
provide: 
 
i. name, address, and telephone number of the Sub Contractor(s); 
ii. specific tasks for each Sub Contractor(s); 
iii. percentage of performance hours intended for each Subcontract; and 
iv. total percentage of Sub Contractor(s) performance hours. 
 



2. TECHNICAL APPROACH (Delete Technical Approach if Cost Only) 
The technical approach section of the Technical Proposal should consist of the following subsections:   
 
a. Understanding of the project requirements; 
b. Proposed development approach; 
c. Technical considerations; 
d. Detailed project work plan; and 
e. Deliverables and due dates. 
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Form A 
Bidder Proposal Point of Contact  
Request for Proposal Number 114045 O3 



 
Form A should be completed and submitted with each response to this solicitation.  This is intended to provide the State with 
information on the Bidder’s name and address, and the specific person(s) who are responsible for preparation of the Bidder’s 
response.   
 



Preparation of Response Contact Information 



Bidder Name:  



Bidder Address: 
 
 
 



Contact Person & Title:  



E-mail Address:  



Telephone Number (Office):  



Telephone Number (Cellular):  



Fax Number:  



 
Each Bidder should also designate a specific contact person who will be responsible for responding to the State if any 
clarifications of the Bidder’s response should become necessary.  This will also be the person who the State contacts to set 
up a presentation/demonstration, if required. 
 



Communication with the State Contact Information 



Bidder Name:  



Bidder Address: 
 
 
 



Contact Person & Title:  



E-mail Address:  



Telephone Number (Office):  



Telephone Number (Cellular):  



Fax Number:  
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Per Nebraska’s Transparency in Government Procurement Act, Neb. Rev Stat § 73-603 DAS is required to 
collect statistical information regarding the number of contracts awarded to Nebraska Bidders.  This 
information is for statistical purposes only and will not be considered for contract award purposes. 
 
_____  NEBRASKA BIDDER AFFIDAVIT: Bidder hereby attests that bidder is a Nebraska Bidder.  
“Nebraska Bidder” shall mean any bidder who has maintained a bona fide place of business and at least 
one employee within this state for at least the six (6) months immediately preceding the posting date of this 
Solicitation. 
 



_____  I hereby certify that I am a Resident disabled veteran or business located in a designated enterprise 
zone in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 73-107 and wish to have preference, if applicable, considered in 
the award of this contract. 



REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES FORM 
By signing this Request for Proposal for Contractual Services form, the Bidder guarantees compliance 



with the procedures stated in this Solicitation, and agrees to the terms and conditions unless otherwise 
indicated in writing and certifies that Bidder maintains a drug free work place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORM MUST BE SIGNED MANUALLY IN INK OR BY DOCUSIGN 
 



FIRM:  



COMPLETE ADDRESS:  



TELEPHONE NUMBER:  



FAX NUMBER:  



DATE:  



SIGNATURE:  



TYPED NAME & TITLE OF 
SIGNER: 



 



 



BIDDER  MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING 



_____  I hereby certify that I am a blind person licensed by the Commission for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §71-8611 and wish to have preference considered in the award of this 
contract. 
 












national origin in the operation of . . . public contracting” was taken into consideration when
including the preferential language for HBCUs in RFP 114045 O3?  If so, could you please
explain how such language was determined to be in accordance with Article I-30?  
 
Thank you very much for your assistance with this inquiry.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Kubicek, CPA, CFE
Deputy Auditor
Auditor of Public Accounts
Room 2303, State Capitol
Lincoln, NE 68509
phone 402-326-3063
craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov
 


This message (including any attachments) contains confidential information
intended for a specific individual and purpose, and is protected by law. If you are
not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure, copying,
or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Lauber, Joseph
Cc: Kilgore, Robin; Curran, Dan; Goins, Anthony
Subject: Joe, need your help here//: Economic Development RFP
Date: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 3:58:07 PM
Attachments: RFP 114045 O3 REVISED.pdf
Importance: High


We can change if needed. 
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002
Lincoln, NE  68521
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Kubicek, Craig <craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 12:37 PM
To: Kilgore, Robin <robin.kilgore@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Economic Development RFP
 
Good Afternoon,
 
As you may know, the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) has an anonymous hotline
number and email for Nebraskans to raise issues about possible waste, mismanagement, or
fraud within government.  In connection with this, we help to provide accurate information to
taxpayers and attempt to correct misperceptions about government.  We try to do so in a
timely manner, believing this to be a valuable service to the State’s citizens.
 
Recently, we received some concerns regarding RFP 114045 O3 and how a provision therein
for granting preference to HBCUs appears to conflict with the Nebraska State Constitution.
 The following is found on page 29 of the attached PDF of that RFP: “Detail how the Bidder
will target regions across the U.S. to recruit students to Nebraska internships. The Department
will preference, Bidders who include HBCUs.” 
 
Article I-30 (“Discrimination or grant of preferential treatment prohibited; public employment,
public education, or public contracting; section, how construed; remedies.”) of the Nebraska
Constitution contains the following:
 
(1) The state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual
or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of
public employment, public education, or public contracting.
 
In order to assist us with the inquiry received, could you please tell me whether this
constitutional prohibition against preferential treatment based on “race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! 
SCOPE OF SERVICE 



 
The State of Nebraska (State), Department of Economic Development, is issuing this Request for Proposal (RFP) Number 114045 O3 
for the purpose of selecting qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant functions of the 
InternNE grant program.  A more detailed description can be found in Section V. The resulting contract may not be an exclusive contract 
as the State reserves the right to contract for the same or similar services from other sources now or in the future.  
 
The term of the contract will be two (2) years commencing upon execution of the contract by the State and the Bidder (Parties). The 
Contract includes the option to renew for two (2) additional one (1) year periods upon mutual agreement of the Parties.  The State reserves 
the right to extend the period of this contract beyond the termination date when mutually agreeable to the Parties.  
 
ALL INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL CAN BE FOUND ON THE INTERNET AT:  
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-602.04, State contracts in effect as of January 1, 2014, and contracts 
entered into thereafter, must be posted to a public website.  The resulting contract, the solicitation, and the successful Bidder’s 
proposal or response will be posted to a public website managed by DAS, which can be found at 
http://statecontracts.nebraska.gov.  
 
In addition and in furtherance of the State’s public records Statute (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712 et seq.), all proposals or responses received 
regarding this solicitation will be posted to the State Purchasing Bureau public website.  
 
These postings will include the entire proposal or response. Bidder must request that proprietary information be excluded from 
the posting.  The Bidder must identify the proprietary information, mark the proprietary information according to state law, and 
submit the proprietary information in a separate container or envelope marked conspicuously using an indelible method with 
the words "PROPRIETARY INFORMATION".  The Bidder must submit a detailed written document showing that the release of 
the proprietary information would give a business advantage to named business competitor(s) and explain how the named 
business competitor(s) will gain an actual business advantage by disclosure of information.  The mere assertion that 
information is proprietary or that a speculative business advantage might be gained is not sufficient.  (See Attorney General 
Opinion No. 92068, April 27, 1992)  THE SUPPLIER MAY NOT ASSERT THAT THE ENTIRE PROPOSAL IS PROPRIETARY.  COST 
PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED PROPRIETARY AND ARE A PUBLIC RECORD IN THE STATE OF NEBRASKA. The 
State will then determine, in its sole discretion, if the disclosure of the information designated by the bidder as proprietary 
would 1) give advantage to business competitors and, 2) serve no public purpose. The bidder will be notified of the State’s 
decision. Absent a determination by the State that the information may be withheld pursuant to  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712.05(3)), 
the State will consider all information a public record subject to disclosure. If the State determines it is required to release 
proprietary information, the bidder will be informed. It will be the bidder’s responsibility to defend the bidder’s asserted interest 
in non-disclosure.   
If the agency determines it is required to release proprietary information, the Bidder will be informed.  It will be the Bidder's responsibility 
to defend the Bidder's asserted interest in non-disclosure.   
 
To facilitate such public postings, with the exception of proprietary information, the State of Nebraska reserves a royalty-free, 
nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to copy, reproduce, publish, post to a website, or otherwise use any contract, proposal, or 
response to this solicitation for any purpose, and to authorize others to use the documents.  Any individual or entity awarded 
a contract, or who submits a proposal or response to this solicitation, specifically waives any copyright or other protection the 
contract, proposal, or response to the solicitation may have; and, acknowledges that they have the ability and authority to enter 
into such waiver.  This reservation and waiver is a prerequisite for submitting a proposal or response to this solicitation, and 
award of a contract.  Failure to agree to the reservation and waiver will result in the proposal or response to the solicitation 
being found non-responsive and rejected.   
 
Any entity awarded a contract or submitting a proposal or response to the solicitation agrees not to sue, file a claim, or make a 
demand of any kind, and will indemnify and hold harmless the State and its employees, volunteers, agents, and its elected and 
appointed officials from and against any and all claims, liens, demands, damages, liability, actions, causes of action, losses, 
judgments, costs, and expenses of every nature, including investigation costs and expenses, settlement costs, and attorney 
fees and expenses, sustained or asserted against the State, arising out of, resulting from, or attributable to the posting of the 
contract or the proposals and responses to the solicitation, awards, and other documents. 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html


http://statecontracts.nebraska.gov/
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
Acceptance Test Procedure: Benchmarks and other performance criteria, developed by the State of Nebraska or other 
sources of testing standards, for measuring the effectiveness of products or services and the means used for testing such 
performance. 
 
Addendum:  Something to be added or deleted to an existing document; a supplement. 
 
 
Agency:  Any state agency, board, or commission other than the University of Nebraska, the Nebraska State colleges, the 
courts, the Legislature, or any other office or agency established by the Constitution of Nebraska.  
 
Agent/Representative:  A person authorized to act on behalf of another. 
 
Amend:  To alter or change by adding, subtracting, or substituting.   
 
Amendment:  A written correction or alteration to a document. 
 
Appropriation:  Legislative authorization to expend public funds for a specific purpose.  Money set apart for a specific use. 
 
Automated Clearing House: (ACH) Electronic network for financial transactions in the United States 
 
Award:  All purchases, leases, or contracts which are based on competitive proposals will be awarded according to the 
provisions in the solicitation.   
 
Best and Final Offer (BAFO):  In a competitive proposal, the final offer submitted which contains the Bidder’s most 
favorable terms for price.  
 
Bid Bond:  An insurance agreement, accompanied by a monetary commitment, by which a third party (the surety) accepts 
liability and guarantees that the Bidder will not withdraw the bid. 
 
Bidder:  A Bidder who submits a proposal in response to a written solicitation. 
 
Breach:  Violation of a contractual obligation by failing to perform or repudiation of one’s own promise. 
 
Business:  Any corporation, partnership, individual, sole proprietorship, joint-stock company, joint venture, or any other 
private legal entity. 
 
Business Day:  Any weekday, except State-recognized holidays. 
 
Calendar Day:  Every day shown on the calendar including Saturdays, Sundays, and State/Federal holidays.   
 
Cancellation: To call off or revoke a purchase order without expectation of conducting or performing it at a later time. 
 
Central Processing Unit (CPU):  Any computer or computer system that is used by the State to store, process, or retrieve 
data or perform other functions using Operating Systems and applications software. 
 
Change Order: Document that provides amendments to an executed purchase order or contract. 
 
Collusion:  An agreement or cooperation between two or more persons or entities to accomplish a fraudulent, deceitful, or 
unlawful purpose. 
 
 
Competition:  The effort or action of two or more commercial interests to obtain the same business from third parties. 
 
Confidential Information: Unless otherwise defined below, “Confidential Information” shall also mean proprietary trade 
secrets, academic and scientific research work which is in progress and unpublished, and other information which if released 
would give advantage to business competitors and serve no public purpose (see Neb. Rev. Stat. §84-712.05(3)).  In 
accordance with Nebraska Attorney General Opinions 92068 and 97033, proof that information is proprietary requires 
identification of specific, named competitor(s) who would be advantaged by release of the information and the specific 
advantage the competitor(s) would receive. 
 
Contract:  An agreement between two or more parties creating obligations that are enforceable or otherwise recognizable at 
law; the writing that sets forth such an agreement.  











RFP Boilerplate | 07012019 



vi 
 
Contract Administration:  The management of the contract which includes and is not limited to; contract signing, contract 
amendments and any necessary legal actions. 
 
Contract Award: Occurs upon execution of the State document titled “Service Contract Award” by the proper authority. 
 
Contract Management: The management of day to day activities at the agency which includes and is not limited to ensuring 
deliverables are received, specifications are met, handling meetings and making payments to the Bidder.  
 
Contract Period: The duration of the contract. 
 
Bidder:  An individual or entity lawfully conducting business in the State, or licensed to do so, who seeks to provide goods or 
services under the terms of a written solicitation. 
 
 
Copyright:  A property right in an original work of authorship fixed in any tangible medium of expression, giving the holder 
the exclusive right to reproduce, adapt and distribute the work.   
 
Critical Program Error: Any Program Error, whether or not known to the State, which prohibits or significantly impairs use 
of the Licensed Software as set forth in the documentation and intended in the contract. 
 
Customer Service: The process of ensuring customer satisfaction by providing assistance and advice on those products or 
services provided by the Bidder. 
 
Default:  The omission or failure to perform a contractual duty.  
 
Deviation: Any proposed change(s) or alteration(s) to either the terms and conditions or deliverables within the scope of the 
written solicitation or contract.   
 
Evaluation: The process of examining an offer after opening to determine the Bidder’s responsibility, responsiveness to 
requirements, and to ascertain other characteristics of the offer that relate to determination of the successful award. 
 
Evaluation Committee:  Committee(s) appointed by the requesting agency that advises and assists the procuring office in 
the evaluation of proposals (offers made in response to written solicitations). 
 
Extension:  Continuance of a contract for a specified duration upon the agreement of the parties beyond the original 
Contract Period.  Not to be confused with “Renewal Period”. 
 
 
Foreign Corporation:  A foreign corporation that was organized and chartered under the laws of another state, government, 
or country. 
 
HBCU:  A historically black college or university. 
 
Interested Party: A person, acting in their personal capacity, or an entity entering into a contract or other agreement 
creating a legal interest therein. 
 
Internship: The employment of a Student in a professional or technical position for a limited period of time, by a business in 
Nebraska, in which the Student (a) gains valuable work experience, (b) increases knowledge that assists with career 
decision-making, and (c) assists the business in accelerating short-term business objectives. 
 
Invalid Proposal:  A proposal that does not meet the requirements of the solicitation or cannot be evaluated against the 
other proposals. 
 
Late Proposal: An offer received after the Opening Date and Time. 
 
 
Mandatory/Must:  Required, compulsory, or obligatory.  
 
May:  Discretionary, permitted; used to express possibility. 
 
Module (see System):  A collection of routines and data structures that perform a specific function of software. 
 
Must:  See Mandatory/Must and Shall/Will/Must.  
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Open Market Purchase: Authorization may be given to an agency to purchase items above direct purchase authority due to 
the unique nature, price, quantity, location of the using agency, or time limitations by the AS Materiel Division, State 
Purchasing Bureau. 
 
Opening Date and Time:  Specified date and time for the public opening of received, labeled, and sealed formal proposals.   
 
Operating System:  The control program in a computer that provides the interface to the computer hardware and peripheral 
devices, and the usage and allocation of memory resources, processor resources, input/output resources, and security 
resources. 
 
Outsourcing:  The contracting out of a business process which an organization may have previously performed internally or 
has a new need for, to an independent organization from which the process is purchased back. 
 
 
Performance Bond:  An insurance agreement, accompanied by a monetary commitment, by which a third party (the surety) 
accepts liability and guarantees that the Bidder fulfills any and all obligations under the contract.  
 
Platform:  A specific hardware and Operating System combination that is different from other hardware and Operating 
System combinations to the extent that a different version of the Licensed Software product is required to execute properly in 
the environment established by such hardware and Operating System combination.  
 
Point of Contact (POC): The person designated to receive communications and to communicate. 
 
Pre-Proposal Conference:  A meeting scheduled for the purpose of clarifying a written solicitation and related expectations. 
 
Product:  Something that is distributed commercially for use or consumption and that is usually (1) tangible personal 
property, (2) the result of fabrication or processing, and (3) an item that has passed through a chain of commercial 
distribution before ultimate use or consumption.  
 
 
Project:  The total scheme, program, or method worked out for the accomplishment of an objective, including all 
documentation, commodities, and services to be provided under the contract. 
 
Proposal: An offer, bid, or quote submitted by a Bidder/vendor in a response to a written solicitation 
 
Proprietary Information:  Proprietary information is defined as trade secrets, academic and scientific research work which 
is in progress and unpublished, and other information which if released would give advantage to business competitors and 
serves no public purpose (see Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712.05(3)). In accordance with Attorney General Opinions 92068 and 
97033, proof that information is proprietary requires identification of specific named competitor(s) advantaged by release of 
the information and the demonstrated advantage the named competitor(s) would gain by the release of information. 
 
Protest/Grievance:  A complaint about a governmental action or decision related to a solicitation or resultant contract, 
brought by a Bidder who has timely submitted a proposal response in connection with the award in question, to AS Materiel 
Division or another designated agency with the intention of achieving a remedial result. 
 
Public Proposal Opening:  The process of opening correctly submitted offers at the time and place specified in the written 
solicitation and in the presence of anyone who wished to attend.  
 
Recommended Hardware Configuration:  The data processing hardware (including all terminals, auxiliary storage, 
communication, and other peripheral devices) to the extent utilized by the State as recommended by the Bidder. 
 
Release Date:  The date of public release of the written solicitation to seek offers. 
 
Renewal Period:  Optional contract periods subsequent to the original Contract Period for a specified duration with 
previously agreed to terms and conditions.  Not to be confused with Extension.  
 
 
Request for Proposal (RFP):  A written solicitation utilized for obtaining competitive offers.  
 
Responsible Bidder:  A Bidder who has the capability in all respects to perform fully and lawfully all requirements with 
integrity and reliability to assure good faith performance. 
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Responsive Bidder:  A Bidder who has submitted a proposal which conforms to all requirements of the solicitation 
document. 
 
Shall/Will/Must:  An order/command; mandatory. 
 
Should:  Expected; suggested, but not necessarily mandatory.  
 
Software License:  Legal instrument with or without printed material that governs the use or redistribution of licensed 
software. 
 
 
Sole Source – Services:  A service of such a unique nature that the Bidder selected is clearly and justifiably the only 
practical source to provide the service.  Determination that the Bidder selected is justifiably the sole source is based on 
either the uniqueness of the service or sole availability at the location required.  
 
Specifications:  The detailed statement, especially of the measurements, quality, materials, and functional characteristics, 
or other items to be provided under a contract.  
 
Statutory: These clauses are controlled by state law and are not subject to negotiation.  
 
Student: Any person who: (a) is in 11th or 12th grade in public or private high school; or (b) enrolled  in a college, university, 
or other institution of higher education; or (c) applies for an Internship within twelve months following graduation from a 
college, university, or other institution of higher education.  
 
Sub Contractor: Individual or entity with whom the Bidder enters a contract to perform a portion of the work awarded to the 
Bidder.  
 
System (see Module):  Any collection or aggregation of two (2) or more Modules that is designed to function, or is 
represented by the Bidder as functioning or being capable of functioning, as an entity. 
 
Termination:  Occurs when either Party, pursuant to a power created by agreement or law, puts an end to the contract prior 
to the stated expiration date.  All obligations which are still executory on both sides are discharged but any right based on 
prior breach or performance survives. 
 
Third Party: Any person or entity, including but not limited to fiduciaries, shareholders, owners, officers, managers, 
employees, legally disinterested persons, and sub-Bidders or agents, and their employees.  It shall not include any entity or 
person who is an interested Party to the contract or agreement.  
 
Trade Secret:  Information, including, but not limited to, a drawing, formula, pattern, compilation, program, device, method, 
technique, code, or process that (a) derives independent economic value, actual or potential, from not being known to, and 
not being ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use; and 
(b) is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances to maintain its secrecy (see Neb. Rev. Stat. §87-
502(4)). 
 
Trademark:  A word, phrase, logo, or other graphic symbol used by a manufacturer or Bidder to distinguish its product from 
those of others, registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  
 
Underserved student populations:  For the purposes of the InternNE grant, students attending the following: (1) Nebraska 
schools serving high school students where 35% or more of the total students qualify for free or reduced lunch; (2) Nebraska 
public postsecondary colleges, universities or institutions of higher education where 35% or more of the total students are 
Pell Grant recipients; (3) Nebraska private nonprofit, four year post-secondary colleges, universities or institutions where 
35% or more of the total students are Pell Grant recipients. 
 
Upgrade:  Any change that improves or alters the basic function of a product or service. 
 
Vendor Performance Report:  A report completed by the using agency and submitted to State Purchasing Bureau 
documenting products or services delivered or performed which exceed or fail to meet the terms of the purchase order, 
contract, and/or solicitation specifications. 
 
Vendor:  Inclusive term for any Bidder or Bidder 
 
Will: See Mandatory/Shall/Will/Must.  
 
Work Day:  See Business Day. 
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ACRONYM LIST 
 
 
 
BAFO – Best and Final Offer 
 
COI – Certificate of Insurance 
 
CPU – Central Processing Unit 
 
DAS – Department of Administrative Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RFP – Request for Proposal 
 
SPB – State Purchasing Bureau 
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I. PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE 
 
A. GENERAL INFORMATION  



The solicitation is designed to solicit proposals from qualified Bidder who will be responsible for providing for the 
purpose of selecting qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant 
functions of the InternNE grant program at a competitive and reasonable cost.  Terms and Conditions, Project 
Description and Scope of Work, Proposal instructions, and Cost Proposal Requirements may be found in Sections II 
through VI. 
 
Proposals shall conform to all instructions, conditions, and requirements included in the solicitation.  Prospective 
Bidders are expected to carefully examine all documents, schedules, and requirements in this solicitation, and 
respond to each requirement in the format prescribed.  Proposals may be found non-responsive if they do not conform 
to the solicitation. 
 



B. PROCURING OFFICE AND COMMUNICATION WITH STATE STAFF AND EVALUATORS  
Procurement responsibilities related to this solicitation reside with State Department of Economic Development.  The 
point of contact (POC) for the procurement is as follows: 
 
Name:   Lori A. Cole   
Agency:   Department of Economic Development  
Address:  245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
  Lincoln, NE  68521 
  RFP # 114045 O3   
Telephone: 402-471-3746 
 
E-Mail:  lori.a.cole@nebraska.gov 
 
From the date the solicitation is issued until the Intent to Award is issued, communication from the Bidder is limited 
to the POC listed above.  After the Intent to Award is issued, the Bidder may communicate with individuals the State 
has designated as responsible for negotiating the contract on behalf of the State.  No member of the State 
Government, employee of the State, or member of the Evaluation Committee is empowered to make binding 
statements regarding this solicitation.  The POC will issue any answers, clarifications or amendments regarding this 
solicitation in writing.  Only the SPB or awarding agency can award a contract.  Bidders shall not have any 
communication with, or attempt to communicate or influence any evaluator involved in this solicitation.   
 
The following exceptions to these restrictions are permitted: 
 
1. Contact made pursuant to pre-existing contracts or obligations; 
2. Contact required by the schedule of events or an event scheduled later by the solicitation POC; and 
3. Contact required for negotiation and execution of the final contract. 
 
The State reserves the right to reject a Bidder’s proposal, withdraw an Intent to Award, or terminate a contract if the 
State determines there has been a violation of these procurement procedures.  
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C. SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
The State expects to adhere to the procurement schedule shown below, but all dates are approximate and subject to 
change.  
 



ACTIVITY DATE/TIME 



1. 5 Release Request for Proposal November 9, 2022 



2. 7 Last day to submit written questions November 23, 2022 



3. 1 State responds to written questions through Request for Proposal 
“Addendum” and/or “Amendment” to be posted to the Internet at:  



http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html  



December 7, 2022 



4. 1 Proposal opening 
Location: Department of Economic Development 
  245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
  Lincoln, NE 68521 



 
December 21, 2022 



 
2:00 p.m. 



 
Central Time 



5. 1 Review for conformance of mandatory requirements December 21, 2022 



6. 1 Evaluation period December 21, 2022– January 
18, 2023 



7. 1 “Oral Interviews/Presentations and/or Demonstrations” (if required) TBD 



8. 1 Post “Letter of Intent to Contract” to Internet at: 



http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
  



January 20, 2023 



9.  Contract finalization period  January 20, 2023 – February 
20, 2023 



10. 1 Contract award February 20, 2023 



11. 2 Bidder start date February 20, 2023 



 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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D. WRITTEN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
Questions regarding the meaning or interpretation of any solicitation provision must be submitted in writing to 
Department of Economic Development and clearly marked “RFP Number 114045 O3; for the purpose of selecting 
qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant functions of the InternNE 
grant program Questions”.  The POC is not obligated to respond to questions that are received late per the Schedule 
of Events.   
 
Bidders should present, as questions, any assumptions upon which the Bidder's proposal is or might be developed.  
Proposals will be evaluated without consideration of any known or unknown assumptions of a Bidder.  The contract 
will not incorporate any known or unknown assumptions of a Bidder. 
 
It is preferred that questions be sent via e-mail to lori.a.cole@nebraska.gov, but may be delivered by hand or by U.S. 
Mail.  It is recommended that Bidders submit questions using the following format. 
 



Solicitation  Section 
Reference 



Solicitation  
Page Number 



Question 



   
 
Written answers will be posted at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html per the Schedule of Events. 
 
 
 



E. SECRETARY OF STATE/TAX COMMISSIONER REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (Statutory) 
All Bidders must be authorized to transact business in the State of Nebraska and comply with all Nebraska Secretary 
of State Registration requirements.  The Bidder who is the recipient of an Intent to Award will be required to certify 
that it has complied and produce a true and exact copy of its current (within ninety (90) calendar days of the intent to 
award) Certificate or Letter of Good Standing, or in the case of a sole proprietorship, provide written documentation 
of sole proprietorship and complete the United States Citizenship Attestation Form, available on the Department of 
Administrative Services website at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html.  This must be accomplished 
prior to execution of the contract. 
 
 



F. ETHICS IN PUBLIC CONTRACTING  
The State reserves the right to reject proposals, withdraw an intent to award or award, or terminate a contract if a 
Bidder commits or has committed ethical violations, which include, but are not limited to: 
 
1. Offering or giving, directly or indirectly, a bribe, fee, commission, compensation, gift, gratuity, or anything 



of value to any person or entity in an attempt to influence the bidding process; 
2. Utilize the services of lobbyists, attorneys, political activists, or consultants to influence or subvert the 



bidding process; 
3. Being considered for, presently being, or becoming debarred, suspended, ineligible, or excluded from 



contracting with any state or federal entity: 
4. Submitting a proposal on behalf of another Party or entity; and 
5. Collude with any person or entity to influence the bidding process, submit sham proposals, preclude 



bidding, fix pricing or costs, create an unfair advantage, subvert the proposal, or prejudice the State. 
 
The Bidder shall include this clause in any subcontract entered into for the exclusive purpose of performing this 
contract. 
 
Bidder shall have an affirmative duty to report any violations of this clause by the Bidder throughout the bidding 
process, and throughout the term of this contract for the successful Bidder and their Sub Contractors. 
 



G. DEVIATIONS FROM THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
The requirements contained in the solicitation (Sections II thru VI) become a part of the terms and conditions of the 
contract resulting from this solicitation.  Any deviations from the solicitation in Sections II through VI must be clearly 
defined by the Bidder in its proposal and, if accepted by the State, will become part of the contract.  Any specifically 
defined deviations must not be in conflict with the basic nature of the solicitation, requirements, or applicable state or 
federal laws or statutes.  “Deviation”, for the purposes of this solicitation, means any proposed changes or alterations 
to either the contractual language or deliverables within the scope of this solicitation.  The State discourages 
deviations and reserves the right to reject proposed deviations. 
 



H. SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS  
Bidders should submit one proposal marked on the first page: “ORIGINAL”.  If multiple proposals are submitted, the 
State will retain one copy marked “ORIGINAL” and destroy the other copies.  The Bidder is solely responsible for any 





mailto:lori.a.cole@nebraska.gov
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variance between the copies submitted. Proposal responses should include the completed Form A, “Bidder Proposal 
Point of Contact”.  Proposals must reference the RFP number and be sent to the specified address.  Please note that 
the address label should appear as specified in Section I B. on the face of each container or Bidder’s proposal 
response packet.  If a recipient phone number is required for delivery purposes, 402-471-3746 should be used.  The 
RFP number should be included in all correspondence.  The State will not furnish packaging and sealing materials.  
It is the Bidder’s responsibility to ensure the solicitation is received in a sealed envelope or container and submitted 
by the date and time indicated in the Schedule of Events.  Sealed proposals must be received in the State Purchasing 
Bureau by the date and time of the proposal opening per the Schedule of Events.  No late proposals will be accepted. 
 
The Request for Proposal form must be manually signed in an indelible manner and returned by the proposal opening 
date and time along with the Bidder’s Request for Proposal along with any other requirements as stated in the Request 
for Proposal document in order for the Bidder’s Request for Proposal response to be evaluated. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Bidder to check the website for all information relevant to this Request for Proposal to 
include addenda and/or amendments issued prior to the opening date.  Website address is as follows:  
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html.  
 
Emphasis should be concentrated on conformance to the solicitation instructions, responsiveness to requirements, 
completeness, and clarity of content. If the Bidder’s proposal is presented in such a fashion that makes evaluation 
difficult or overly time consuming the State reserves the right to reject the proposal as non-conforming. 
 
By signing the “Request for Proposal for Contractual Services” form, the Bidder guarantees compliance with the 
provisions stated in this solicitation. 
 
The State shall not incur any liability for any costs incurred by Bidders in replying to this solicitation, in the 
demonstrations and/or oral presentations, or in any other activity related to bidding on this solicitation. 
 
The Technical and Cost Proposals Template should be presented in separate sections (loose-leaf binders are 
preferred) on standard 8 ½” x 11” paper, except that charts, diagrams and the like may be on fold-outs which, when 
folded, fit into the 8 ½” by 11” format.  Pages may be consecutively numbered for the entire proposal, or may be 
numbered consecutively within sections.  Figures and tables should be numbered consecutively within sections.  
Figures and tables should be numbered and referenced in the text by that number.  They should be placed as close 
as possible to the referencing text. 
 
 



 
I. PROPOSAL PREPARATION COSTS  



The State shall not incur any liability for any costs incurred by Bidders in replying to this solicitation, including any 
activity related to bidding on this solicitation. 
 



J. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
Violation of the terms and conditions contained in this solicitation or any resultant contract, at any time before or after 
the award, shall be grounds for action by the State which may include, but is not limited to, the following: 
 
1. Rejection of a Bidder’s proposal; 
2. Withdrawal of the Intent to Award; 
3. Withdrawal of the Award; 
4. Negative Vendor Performance Report(s) 
5. Termination of the resulting contract; 
6. Legal action; and 
7. Suspension of the Bidder from further bidding with the State for the period of time relative to the 



seriousness of the violation, such period to be within the sole discretion of the State. 
 



K. PROPOSAL CORRECTIONS 
A Bidder may correct a mistake in a proposal prior to the time of opening by giving written notice to the State of intent 
to withdraw the proposal for modification or to withdraw the proposal completely.  Changing a proposal after opening 
may be permitted if the change is made to correct a minor error that does not affect price, quantity, quality, delivery, 
or contractual conditions.  In case of a mathematical error in extension of price, unit price shall govern. 
 



L. LATE PROPOSALS 
Proposals received after the time and date of the proposal opening will be considered late proposals.  Late proposals 
will be returned unopened, if requested by the Bidder and at Bidder's expense.  The State is not responsible for 
proposals that are late or lost regardless of cause or fault. 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html








Page 5   
RFP Boilerplate | 07012019 



M. PROPOSAL OPENING  
The opening of proposals will be public and the Bidders will be announced.  Proposals WILL NOT be available for 
viewing by those present at the proposal opening. Proposals will be posted to the State Purchasing Bureau website 
once an Intent to Award has been posted to the website.  Information identified as proprietary by the submitting 
Bidder, in accordance with the solicitation and state statute, will not be posted. If the state determines submitted 
information should not be withheld, in accordance with the Public Records Act, or if ordered to release any withheld 
information, said information may then be released. The submitting Bidder will be notified of the release and it shall 
be the obligation of the submitting Bidder to take further action, if it believes the information should not be released.  
(See RFP signature page for further details)  Bidders may contact the State to schedule an appointment for viewing 
proposals after the Intent to Award has been posted to the website.  Once proposals are opened, they become the 
property of the State of Nebraska and will not be returned. 
 



N. REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL/PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 
The proposals will first be examined to determine if all requirements listed below have been addressed and whether 
further evaluation is warranted. Proposals not meeting the requirements may be rejected as non-responsive.  The 
requirements are: 
 
1. Original Request for Proposal for Contractual Services form signed using an indelible method;  
2. Clarity and responsiveness of the proposal; 
3. Completed Corporate Overview;  
4. Completed Sections II through VI; 
5. Completed Technical Approach; and  
6. Completed State Cost Proposal Template. 
 



O. EVALUATION COMMITTEE  
Proposals are evaluated by members of an Evaluation Committee(s).  The Evaluation Committee(s) will consist of 
individuals selected at the discretion of the State.  Names of the members of the Evaluation Committee(s) will not be 
published prior to the intent to award. 
 
Any contact, attempted contact, or attempt to influence an evaluator that is involved with this solicitation may result 
in the rejection of this proposal and further administrative actions. 
 



P. EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS 
All proposals that are responsive to the solicitation will be evaluated.  Each evaluation category will have a maximum 
point potential.  The State will conduct a fair, impartial, and comprehensive evaluation of all proposals in accordance 
with the criteria set forth below.  Areas that will be addressed and scored during the evaluation include: 
 
1. Corporate Overview should include but is not limited to: 



a. the ability, capacity, and skill of the Bidder to deliver and implement the system or project that 
meets the requirements of the solicitation; 



b. the character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the Bidder; 
c. whether the Bidder can perform the contract within the specified time frame; 
d. the quality of vendor performance on prior contracts; 
e. such other information that may be secured and that has a bearing on the decision to award the 



contract; 
2. Technical Approach; and,  
3. Cost Proposal.  



 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-161 allows the quality of performance of previous contracts to be considered when 
evaluating responses to competitively bid solicitations in determining the lowest responsible bidder.  
Information obtained from any Vendor Performance Report (See Terms & Conditions, Section H) may be used in 
evaluating responses to solicitations for goods and services to determine the best value for the State. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 allows for a preference for a resident disabled veteran or business located in a 
designated enterprise zone.  When a state contract is to be awarded to the lowest responsible Bidder, a resident 
disabled veteran or a business located in a designated enterprise zone under the Enterprise Zone Act shall be allowed 
a preference over any other resident or nonresident Bidder, if all other factors are equal. 
 
Resident disabled veterans means any person (a) who resides in the State of Nebraska, who served in the 
United States Armed Forces, including any reserve component or the National Guard, who was discharged 
or otherwise separated with a characterization of honorable or general (under honorable conditions), and 
who possesses a disability rating letter issued by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
establishing a service-connected disability or a disability determination from the United States Department 
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of Defense and (b)(i) who owns and controls a business or, in the case of a publicly owned business, more 
than fifty percent of the stock is owned by one or more persons described in subdivision (a) of this 
subsection and (ii) the management and daily business operations of the business are controlled by one or 
more persons described in subdivision(a) of this subsection. Any contract entered into without compliance 
with this section shall be null and void. 
 
Therefore, if a resident disabled veteran or business located in a designated enterprise zone submits a proposal in 
accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 and has so indicated on the solicitation cover page under “Bidder must 
complete the following” requesting priority/preference to be considered in the award of this contract, the following will 
need to be submitted by the Bidder within ten (10) business days of request: 
 
1. Documentation from the United States Armed Forces confirming service;  
2. Documentation of discharge or otherwise separated characterization of honorable or general (under 



honorable conditions); 
3. Disability rating letter issued by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs establishing a service-



connected disability or a disability determination from the United States Department of Defense; and 
4. Documentation which shows ownership and control of a business or, in the case of a publicly owned 



business, more than fifty percent of the stock is owned by one or more persons described in subdivision 
(a) of this subsection; and the management and daily business operations of the business are controlled 
by one or more persons described in subdivision (a) of this subsection. 



 
Failure to submit the requested documentation within ten (10) business days of notice will disqualify the Bidder from 
consideration of the preference. 



 
Evaluation criteria weighting will be released with the solicitation.   
 



Q. ORAL INTERVIEWS/PRESENTATIONS AND/OR DEMONSTRATIONS 
 
The State may determine after the completion of the Technical and Cost Proposal evaluation that oral 
interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations are required. Every Bidder may not be given an opportunity to 
interview/present and/or give demonstrations; the State reserves the right, in its discretion, to select only the top 
scoring Bidders to present/give oral interviews. The scores from the oral interviews/presentations and/or 
demonstrations will be added to the scores from the Technical and Cost Proposals.  The presentation process will 
allow the Bidders to demonstrate their proposal offering, explaining and/or clarifying any unusual or significant 
elements related to their proposals. Bidders’ key personnel, identified in their proposal, may be requested to 
participate in a structured interview to determine their understanding of the requirements of this proposal, their 
authority and reporting relationships within their firm, and their management style and philosophy.  Only 
representatives of the State and the presenting Bidder will be permitted to attend the oral interviews/presentations 
and/or demonstrations.  A written copy or summary of the presentation, and demonstrative information (such as 
briefing charts, et cetera) may be offered by the Bidder, but the State reserves the right to refuse or not consider the 
offered materials.  Bidders shall not be allowed to alter or amend their proposals.   
   
Once the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations have been completed, the State reserves the right to 
make an award without any further discussion with the Bidders regarding the proposals received. 
 
Any cost incidental to the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations shall be borne entirely by the Bidder 
and will not be compensated by the State. 
 



R. PRICES 
 



Prices quoted shall be net, including transportation and delivery charges fully prepaid by the Bidder, F.O.B. destination 
named in the solicitation.  No additional charges will be allowed for packing, packages, or partial delivery costs.  When 
an arithmetic error has been made in the extended total, the unit price will govern. 
 
All prices, costs, and terms and conditions outlined in the proposal shall remain fixed and valid commencing on the 
opening date of the proposal until the contract terminates or expires. 
Bidder represents and warrants that all prices for services, now or subsequently specified are as low as and no higher 
than prices which the Bidder has charged or intends to charge customers other than the State for the same or similar 
products and services of the same or equivalent quantity and quality for delivery or performance during the same 
periods of time.  If, during the term of the contract, the Bidder shall reduce any and/or all prices charged to any 
customers other than the State for the same or similar products or services specified herein, the Bidder shall make 
an equal or equivalent reduction in corresponding prices for said specified products or services.   
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All prices set forth in the contract and all prices in addition, which the Bidder may charge under the terms of the 
contract, do not and will not violate any existing federal, state, or municipal law or regulations concerning price 
discrimination and/or price fixing.  Bidder agrees to hold the State harmless from any such violation.  Prices quoted 
shall not be subject to increase throughout the contract period unless specifically allowed by these specifications.  
 
The State reserves the right to deny any requested price increase. No price increases are to be billed to any 
State Agencies prior to written amendment of the contract by the parties. 
 
The State will be given full proportionate benefit of any decreases for the term of the contract. 



 
S. DISCOUNTS 



Prices quoted shall be inclusive of ALL trade discounts. Cash discount terms of less than thirty (30) days will not be 
considered as part of the proposal.  Cash discount periods will be computed from the date of receipt of a properly 
executed claim voucher or the date of completion of delivery of all items in a satisfactory condition, whichever is later. 
 



T. COST CLARIFICATION 
The State reserves the right to review all aspects of cost for reasonableness and to request clarification of any 
proposal where the cost component shows significant and unsupported deviation from industry standards or in areas 
where detailed pricing is required. 



 
 



U. BEST AND FINAL OFFER 
If best and final offers (BAFO) are requested by the State and submitted by the Bidder, they will be evaluated (using 
the stated BAFO criteria), scored, and ranked by the Evaluation Committee.  The State reserves the right to conduct 
more than one Best and Final Offer.  The award will then be granted to the highest scoring Bidder.  However, a Bidder 
should provide its best offer in its original proposal.  Bidders should not expect that the State will request a best and 
final offer. 
 



V. REFERENCE AND CREDIT CHECKS 
The State reserves the right to conduct and consider reference and credit checks.  The State reserves the right to 
use third parties to conduct reference and credit checks.  By submitting a proposal in response to this solicitation, the 
Bidder grants to the State the right to contact or arrange a visit in person with any or all of the Bidder’s clients.    
Reference and credit checks may be grounds to reject a proposal, withdraw an intent to award, or rescind the award 
of a contract.   
 



W. AWARD      
The State reserves the right to evaluate proposals and award contracts in a manner utilizing criteria selected at the 
State's discretion and in the State’s best interest. After evaluation of the proposals, or at any point in the solicitation 
process, the State of Nebraska may take one or more of the following actions: 
 
1. Amend the solicitation; 
2. Extend the time of or establish a new proposal opening time; 
3. Waive deviations or errors in the State’s solicitation process and in Bidder proposals that are not material, 



do not compromise the solicitation process or a Bidder’s proposal, and do not improve a Bidder’s 
competitive position; 



4. Accept or reject a portion of or all of a proposal; 
5. Accept or reject all proposals; 
6. Withdraw the solicitation; 
7. Elect to rebid the solicitation; 
8. Award single lines or multiple lines to one or more Bidders; or, 
9. Award one or more all-inclusive contracts. 



 
 
The solicitation does not commit the State to award a contract.  Once intent to award decision has been determined, 
it will be posted to the Internet at: 
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
 
Any protests must be filed by a Bidder within ten (10) business days after the intent to award decision is posted to 
the Internet.  Grievance and protest procedure is available on the Internet at: 
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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X. ALTERNATE/EQUIVALENT PROPOSALS 
Bidder may offer proposals which are at variance from the express specifications of the solicitation.  The State 
reserves the right to consider and accept such proposals if, in the judgment of the Materiel Administrator, the proposal 
will result in goods and/or services equivalent to or better than those which would be supplied in the original proposal 
specifications.  Bidder must indicate on the solicitation the manufacturer’s name, number and shall submit with their 
proposal, sketches, descriptive literature and/or complete specifications.  Reference to literature submitted with a 
previous proposal will not satisfy this provision. Proposals which do not comply with these requirements are subject 
to rejection.  In the absence of any stated deviation or exception, the proposal will be accepted as in strict compliance 
with all terms, conditions and specification, and the Bidder shall be held liable therefore. 
 



Y. LUMP SUM OR ”ALL OR NONE” PROPOSALS 
The State reserves the right to purchase item-by-item, by groups or as a total when the State may benefit by so doing.  
Bidders may submit a proposal on an “all or none” or “lump sum” basis, but should also submit a proposal on an item-
by-item basis.  The term “all or none” means a conditional proposal which requires the purchase of all items on which 
proposals are offered and Bidder declines to accept award on individual items; a “lump sum” proposal is one in which 
the Bidder offers a lower price than the sum of the individual proposals if all items are purchased, but agrees to deliver 
individual items at the prices quoted. 
 



Z. EMAIL SUBMISSIONS   
SPB will not accept proposals by email, electronic, voice, or telephone proposals except for one-time purchases 
under $50,000.00.   
 



AA. REJECTION OF PROPOSALS 
The State reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, wholly or in part, in the best interest of the State. 
 



BB. RESIDENT BIDDER 
Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 73-101.01 through 73-101.02, a Resident Bidder shall be allowed a preference against 
a Non-resident Bidder from a state which gives or requires a preference to Bidders from that state.  The preference 
shall be equal to the preference given or required by the state of the Nonresident Bidders. Where the lowest 
responsible bid from a resident Bidder is equal in all respects to one from a nonresident Bidder from a state which 
has no preference law, the resident Bidder shall be awarded the contract.  The provision of this preference shall not 
apply to any contract for any project upon which federal funds would be withheld because of the provisions of this 
preference. 
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II. TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
Bidders should complete Sections II through VI as part of their proposal.  Bidder is expected to read the Terms and 
Conditions and should initial either accept, reject, or reject and provide alternative language for each clause.  The Bidder 
should also provide an explanation of why the Bidder rejected the clause or rejected the clause and provided alternate 
language.  By signing the solicitation, Bidder is agreeing to be legally bound by all the accepted terms and conditions, and any 
proposed alternative terms and conditions submitted with the proposal.  The State reserves the right to negotiate rejected or 
proposed alternative language.  If the State and Bidder fail to agree on the final Terms and Conditions, the State reserves the 
right to reject the proposal.  The State of Nebraska is soliciting proposals in response to this solicitation.  The State of Nebraska 
reserves the right to reject proposals that attempt to substitute the Bidder’s commercial contracts and/or documents for this 
solicitation. 
 
The Bidders should submit with their proposal any license, user agreement, service level agreement, or similar documents 
that the Bidder wants incorporated in the Contract.  The State will not consider incorporation of any document not submitted 
with the Bidder’s proposal as the document will not have been included in the evaluation process.  These documents shall be 
subject to negotiation and will be incorporated as addendums if agreed to by the Parties. 
 
If a conflict or ambiguity arises after the Addendum to Contract Award have been negotiated and agreed to, the Addendum to 
Contract Award shall be interpreted as follows: 
 



1. If only one Party has a particular clause then that clause shall control; 
2. If both Parties have a similar clause, but the clauses do not conflict, the clauses shall be read together; 
3. If both Parties have a similar clause, but the clauses conflict, the State’s clause shall control. 
 



A. GENERAL 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The contract resulting from this solicitation shall incorporate the following documents: 
 
1. Request for Proposal and Addenda; 
2. Amendments to the solicitation; 
3. Questions and Answers;  
4. Bidder’s proposal (Solicitation and properly submitted documents); 
5. The executed Contract and Addendum One to Contract, if applicable; and, 
6. Amendments/Addendums to the Contract. 
  
These documents constitute the entirety of the contract.  
 
Unless otherwise specifically stated in a future contract amendment, in case of any conflict between the incorporated 
documents, the documents shall govern in the following order of preference with number one (1) receiving preference 
over all other documents and with each lower numbered document having preference over any higher numbered 
document: 1) Amendment to the executed Contract with the most recent dated amendment having the highest priority, 
2) executed Contract and any attached Addenda, 3) Amendments to solicitation and any Questions and Answers, 4) 
the original solicitation document and any Addenda, and 5) the Bidder’s submitted Proposal. 
 
Any ambiguity or conflict in the contract discovered after its execution, not otherwise addressed herein, shall be 
resolved in accordance with the rules of contract interpretation as established in the State of Nebraska. 
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B. NOTIFICATION  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Bidder and State shall identify the contract manager who shall serve as the point of contact for the executed contract.  
 
Communications regarding the executed contract shall be in writing and shall be deemed to have been given if 
delivered personally or mailed, by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to the parties at their 
respective addresses set forth below, or at such other addresses as may be specified in writing by either of the parties.  
All notices, requests, or communications shall be deemed effective upon personal delivery or five (5) calendar days 
following deposit in the mail. 
 
 
Either party may change its address for notification purposes by giving notice of the change, and setting forth the new 
address and an effective date. 
 



C. BUYER’S REPRESENTATIVE 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State reserves the right to appoint a Buyer's Representative to manage [or assist the Buyer in managing] the 
contract on behalf of the State.  The Buyer's Representative will be appointed in writing, and the appointment 
document will specify the extent of the Buyer's Representative authority and responsibilities.  If a Buyer's 
Representative is appointed, the Bidder will be provided a copy of the appointment document, and is expected to 
cooperate accordingly with the Buyer's Representative.  The Buyer's Representative has no authority to bind the 
State to a contract, amendment, addendum, or other change or addition to the contract. 
 



D. GOVERNING LAW (Statutory) 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this contract, or any amendment or addendum(s) entered into 
contemporaneously or at a later time, the parties understand and agree that, (1) the State of Nebraska is a sovereign 
state and its authority to contract is therefore subject to limitation by the State’s Constitution, statutes, common law, 
and regulation; (2) this contract will be interpreted and enforced under the laws of the State of Nebraska; (3) any 
action to enforce the provisions of this agreement must be brought in the State of Nebraska per state law; (4) the 
person signing this contract on behalf of the State of Nebraska does not have the authority to waive the State's 
sovereign immunity, statutes, common law, or regulations; (5) the indemnity, limitation of liability, remedy, and other 
similar provisions of the final contract, if any, are entered into subject to the State's Constitution, statutes, common 
law, regulations, and sovereign immunity; and, (6) all terms and conditions of the final contract, including but not 
limited to the clauses concerning third party use, licenses, warranties, limitations of liability, governing law and venue, 
usage verification, indemnity, liability, remedy or other similar provisions of the final contract are entered into 
specifically subject to the State's Constitution, statutes, common law, regulations, and sovereign immunity. 
 
The Parties must comply with all applicable local, state and federal laws, ordinances, rules, orders, and regulations.  
 



E. BEGINNING OF WORK  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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The Bidder shall not commence any billable work until a valid contract has been fully executed by the State and the 
successful Bidder.  The Bidder will be notified in writing when work may begin. 
 



F. AMENDMENT 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
This Contract may be amended in writing, within scope, upon the agreement of both parties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



G. CHANGE ORDERS OR SUBSTITUTIONS 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State and the Bidder, upon the written agreement, may make changes to the contract within the general scope 
of the solicitation.   Changes may involve specifications, the quantity of work, or such other items as the State may 
find necessary or desirable.  Corrections of any deliverable, service, or work required pursuant to the contract shall 
not be deemed a change.  The Bidder may not claim forfeiture of the contract by reasons of such changes.   
 
The Bidder shall prepare a written description of the work required due to the change and an itemized cost sheet for 
the change. Changes in work and the amount of compensation to be paid to the Bidder shall be determined in 
accordance with applicable unit prices if any, a pro-rated value, or through negotiations.  The State shall not incur a 
price increase for changes that should have been included in the Bidder’s proposal, were foreseeable, or result from 
difficulties with or failure of the Bidder’s proposal or performance. 
 
No change shall be implemented by the Bidder until approved by the State, and the Contract is amended to reflect 
the change and associated costs, if any.  If there is a dispute regarding the cost, but both parties agree that immediate 
implementation is necessary, the change may be implemented, and cost negotiations may continue with both Parties 
retaining all remedies under the contract and law. 
 
In the event any product is discontinued or replaced upon mutual consent during the contract period or prior to 
delivery, the State reserves the right to amend the contract or purchase order to include the alternate product at the 
same price.   
 



***Bidder will not substitute any item that has been awarded without prior written approval of SPB*** 
 



H. VENDOR PERFORMANCE REPORT(S) 
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Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State may document any instance(s) of products or services delivered or performed which exceed or fail to meet 
the terms of the purchase order, contract, and/or solicitation specifications. The State Purchasing Bureau may contact 
the Vendor regarding any such report. Vendor performance report(s) will become a part of the permanent record of 
the Vendor. 
 



I. NOTICE OF POTENTIAL BIDDER BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
If Bidder breaches the contract or anticipates breaching the contract, the Bidder shall immediately give written notice 
to the State.  The notice shall explain the breach or potential breach, a proposed cure, and may include a request for 
a waiver of the breach if so desired.  The State may, in its discretion, temporarily or permanently waive the breach.  
By granting a waiver, the State does not forfeit any rights or remedies to which the State is entitled by law or equity, 
or pursuant to the provisions of the contract.  Failure to give immediate notice, however, may be grounds for denial 
of any request for a waiver of a breach. 
 



J. BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Either Party may terminate the contract, in whole or in part, if the other Party breaches its duty to perform its 
obligations under the contract in a timely and proper manner.  Termination requires written notice of default and a 
thirty (30) calendar day (or longer at the non-breaching Party’s discretion considering the gravity and nature of the 
default) cure period.  Said notice shall be delivered by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, or in person with 
proof of delivery.  Allowing time to cure a failure or breach of contract does not waive the right to immediately terminate 
the contract for the same or different contract breach which may occur at a different time.  In case of default of the 
Bidder, the State may contract the service from other sources and hold the Bidder responsible for any excess cost 
occasioned thereby. OR In case of breach by the Bidder, the State may, without unreasonable delay, make a good 
faith effort to make a reasonable purchase or contract to purchased goods in substitution of those due from the Bidder.  
The State may recover from the Bidder as damages the difference between the costs of covering the breach.  
Notwithstanding any clause to the contrary, the State may also recover the contract price together with any incidental 
or consequential damages defined in UCC Section 2-715, but less expenses saved in consequence of Bidder’s 
breach. 
 
The State’s failure to make payment shall not be a breach, and the Bidder shall retain all available statutory remedies 
and protections. 
 



K. NON-WAIVER OF BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



 
 
 



   



 
The acceptance of late performance with or without objection or reservation by a Party shall not waive any rights of 
the Party nor constitute a waiver of the requirement of timely performance of any obligations remaining to be 
performed. 
 



L. SEVERABILITY  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
If any term or condition of the contract is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal or in conflict with 
any law, the validity of the remaining terms and conditions shall not be affected, and the rights and obligations of the 
parties shall be construed and enforced as if the contract did not contain the provision held to be invalid or illegal. 
 



M. INDEMNIFICATION  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
1. GENERAL 



The Bidder agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the State and its employees, volunteers, agents, 
and its elected and appointed officials (“the indemnified parties”) from and against any and all third party 
claims, liens, demands, damages, liability, actions, causes of action, losses, judgments, costs, and expenses 
of every nature, including investigation costs and expenses, settlement costs, and attorney fees and 
expenses (“the claims”), sustained or asserted against the State for personal injury, death, or property loss 
or damage, arising out of, resulting from, or attributable to the willful misconduct, negligence, error, or 
omission of the Bidder, its employees, Sub Contractors, consultants, representatives, and agents, resulting 
from this contract, except to the extent such Bidder liability is attenuated by any action of the State which 
directly and proximately contributed to the claims. 
 



2. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (Optional) 
The Bidder agrees it will, at its sole cost and expense, defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the indemnified 
parties from and against any and all claims, to the extent such claims arise out of, result from, or are 
attributable to, the actual or alleged infringement or misappropriation of any patent, copyright, trade secret, 
trademark, or confidential information of any third party by the Bidder or its employees, Sub Contractors, 
consultants, representatives, and agents; provided, however, the State gives the Bidder prompt notice in 
writing of the claim.  The Bidder may not settle any infringement claim that will affect the State’s use of the 
Licensed Software without the State’s prior written consent, which consent may be withheld for any reason. 
 
If a judgment or settlement is obtained or reasonably anticipated against the State’s use of any intellectual 
property for which the Bidder has indemnified the State, the Bidder shall, at the Bidder’s sole cost and 
expense, promptly modify the item or items which were determined to be infringing, acquire a license or 
licenses on the State’s behalf to provide the necessary rights to the State to eliminate the infringement, or 
provide the State with a non-infringing substitute that provides the State the same functionality.  At the 
State’s election, the actual or anticipated judgment may be treated as a breach of warranty by the Bidder, 
and the State may receive the remedies provided under this solicitation. 











Page 14   
RFP Boilerplate | 07012019 



 
3. PERSONNEL 



The Bidder shall, at its expense, indemnify and hold harmless the indemnified parties from and against any 
claim with respect to withholding taxes, worker’s compensation, employee benefits, or any other claim, 
demand, liability, damage, or loss of any nature relating to any of the personnel, including Sub Contractors 
and their employees, provided by the Bidder. 
 



4. SELF-INSURANCE 
The State of Nebraska is self-insured for any loss and purchases excess insurance coverage pursuant to 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-8,239.01 (Reissue 2008). If there is a presumed loss under the provisions of this 
agreement, Bidder may file a claim with the Office of Risk Management pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 81-
8,829 – 81-8,306 for review by the State Claims Board. The State retains all rights and immunities under the 
State Miscellaneous (Section 81-8,294), Tort (Section 81-8,209), and Contract Claim Acts (Section 81-
8,302), as outlined in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-8,209 et seq. and under any other provisions of law and accepts 
liability under this agreement to the extent provided by law. 



 
5. The Parties acknowledge that Attorney General for the State of Nebraska is required by statute to 



represent the legal interests of the State, and that any provision of this indemnity clause is subject to the 
statutory authority of the Attorney General. 
 



N. ATTORNEY'S FEES  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
In the event of any litigation, appeal, or other legal action to enforce any provision of the contract, the Parties agree 
to pay all expenses of such action, as permitted by law and if ordered by the court, including attorney's fees and 
costs, if the other Party prevails. 
 



O. PERFORMANCE BOND  
  
  



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The Bidder may be required to supply a cashier’s check or a bond executed by a corporation authorized to contract 
surety in the State of Nebraska, payable to the State of Nebraska, which shall be valid for the life of the contract to 
include any renewal and/or extension periods.  The amount of the cashier’s check or bond must be fifty percent (50%) 
of the contract amount.  The check or bond, if required, will guarantee that the Bidder will faithfully perform all 
requirements, terms and conditions of the contract.  If the Bidder chooses to provide a cashier’s check, the check 
must show an expiration date on the check.  Cashier’s checks will only be allowed for contracts for three (3) years or 
less, including all renewal options.  Failure to comply shall be grounds for forfeiture of the check or bond as liquidated 
damages.  Amount of forfeiture will be determined by the agency based on loss to the State.  The bond or cashier’s 
check will be returned when the contract has been satisfactorily completed as solely determined by the State, after 
termination or expiration of the contract. 
 



P. RETAINAGE 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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The State may withhold ten percent (10%) of each payment due as retainage.  The entire retainage amount will be 
payable upon successful completion of the project. Upon completion of the project, the Bidder will invoice the State 
for any outstanding work and for the retainage.  The State may reject the final invoice by identifying the specific 
reasons for such rejection in writing to the Bidder within forty-five (45) calendar days of receipt of the final invoice. 
Otherwise, the project will be deemed accepted and the State will release the final payment and retainage in 
accordance with the contract payment terms. 
 



 
 
 



Q. ASSIGNMENT, SALE, OR MERGER  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Either Party may assign the contract upon mutual written agreement of the other Party.  Such agreement shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. 
 
The Bidder retains the right to enter into a sale, merger, acquisition, internal reorganization, or similar transaction 
involving Bidder’s business.  Bidder agrees to cooperate with the State in executing amendments to the contract to 
allow for the transaction.  If a third party or entity is involved in the transaction, the Bidder will remain responsible for 
performance of the contract until such time as the person or entity involved in the transaction agrees in writing to be 
contractually bound by this contract and perform all obligations of the contract. 
 



R. CONTRACTING WITH OTHER NEBRASKA POLITICAL SUB-DIVISIONS OF THE STATE OR 
ANOTHER STATE 



 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The Bidder may, but shall not be required to, allow agencies, as defined in Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-145, to use this 
contract.  The terms and conditions, including price, of the contract may not be amended.  The State shall not be 
contractually obligated or liable for any contract entered into pursuant to this clause.  A listing of Nebraska political 
subdivisions may be found at the website of the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts. 
 
The Bidder may, but shall not be required to, allow other states, agencies or divisions of other states, or political 
subdivisions of other states to use this contract.  The terms and conditions, including price, of this contract shall apply 
to any such contract, but may be amended upon mutual consent of the Parties.  The State of Nebraska shall not be 
contractually or otherwise obligated or liable under any contract entered into pursuant to this clause.  The State shall 
be notified if a contract is executed based upon this contract. 
 
 



S. FORCE MAJEURE  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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Neither Party shall be liable for any costs or damages, or for default resulting from its inability to perform any of its 
obligations under the contract due to a natural or manmade event outside the control and not the fault of the affected 
Party (“Force Majeure Event”).  The Party so affected shall immediately make a written request for relief to the other 
Party, and shall have the burden of proof to justify the request.  The other Party may grant the relief requested; relief 
may not be unreasonably withheld.  Labor disputes with the impacted Party’s own employees will not be considered 
a Force Majeure Event. 
 



T. CONFIDENTIALITY  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
All materials and information provided by the Parties or acquired by a Party on behalf of the other Party shall be 
regarded as confidential information.  All materials and information provided or acquired shall be handled in 
accordance with federal and state law, and ethical standards.  Should said confidentiality be breached by a Party, the 
Party shall notify the other Party immediately of said breach and take immediate corrective action. 
 
It is incumbent upon the Parties to inform their officers and employees of the penalties for improper disclosure 
imposed by the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. 552a.  Specifically, 5 U.S.C. 552a (i)(1), which is made applicable by 5 
U.S.C. 552a (m)(1), provides that any officer or employee, who by virtue of his/her employment or official position 
has possession of or access to agency records which contain individually identifiable information, the disclosure of 
which is prohibited by the Privacy Act or regulations established thereunder, and who knowing that disclosure of the 
specific material is prohibited, willfully discloses the material in any manner to any person or agency not entitled to 
receive it, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not more than $5,000. 
 
 



U. EARLY TERMINATION  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The contract may be terminated as follows: 
 
1. The State and the Bidder, by mutual written agreement, may terminate the contract at any time. 



 
2. The State, in its sole discretion, may terminate the contract for any reason upon thirty (30) calendar day’s 



written notice to the Bidder.   Such termination shall not relieve the Bidder of warranty or other service 
obligations incurred under the terms of the contract.  In the event of termination the Bidder shall be entitled 
to payment, determined on a pro rata basis, for products or services satisfactorily performed or provided. 
 



3. The State may terminate the contract immediately for the following reasons: 
 
a. if directed to do so by statute; 
b. Bidder has made an assignment for the benefit of creditors, has admitted in writing its inability to 



pay debts as they mature, or has ceased operating in the normal course of business; 
c. a trustee or receiver of the Bidder or of any substantial part of the Bidder’s assets has been 



appointed by a court; 
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d. fraud, misappropriation, embezzlement, malfeasance, misfeasance, or illegal conduct pertaining 
to performance under the contract by its Bidder, its employees, officers, directors, or 
shareholders; 



e. an involuntary proceeding has been commenced by any Party against the Bidder under any one 
of the chapters of Title 11 of the United States Code and (i) the proceeding has been pending for 
at least sixty (60) calendar days; or (ii) the Bidder has consented, either expressly or by operation 
of law, to the entry of an order for relief; or (iii) the Bidder has been decreed or adjudged a debtor; 



f. a voluntary petition has been filed by the Bidder under any of the chapters of Title 11 of the 
United States Code; 



g. Bidder intentionally discloses confidential information; 
h. Bidder has or announces it will discontinue support of the deliverable; and, 
i. In the event funding is no longer available. 



 
V. CONTRACT CLOSEOUT 



 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Upon contract closeout for any reason the Bidder shall within 30 days, unless stated otherwise herein: 
 
1. Transfer all completed or partially completed deliverables to the State; 
2. Transfer ownership and title to all completed or partially completed deliverables to the State; 
3. Return to the State all information and data, unless the Bidder is permitted to keep the information or data 



by contract or rule of law.  Bidder may retain one copy of any information or data as required to comply 
with applicable work product documentation standards or as are automatically retained in the course of 
Bidder’s routine back up procedures; 



4. Cooperate with any successor Contactor, person or entity in the assumption of any or all of the obligations 
of this contract; 



5. Cooperate with any successor Contactor, person or entity with the transfer of information or data related to 
this contract; 



6. Return or vacate any state owned real or personal property; and, 
7. Return all data in a mutually acceptable format and manner. 
 
Nothing in this Section should be construed to require the Bidder to surrender intellectual property, real or personal 
property, or information or data owned by the Bidder for which the State has no legal claim.  
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III. BIDDER DUTIES 
 
A. INDEPENDENT BIDDER / OBLIGATIONS 



 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
It is agreed that the Bidder is an independent Bidder and that nothing contained herein is intended or should be 
construed as creating or establishing a relationship of employment, agency, or a partnership.    
 
The Bidder is solely responsible for fulfilling the contract.  The Bidder or the Bidder’s representative shall be the sole 
point of contact regarding all contractual matters. 
 
The Bidder shall secure, at its own expense, all personnel required to perform the services under the contract.  The 
personnel the Bidder uses to fulfill the contract shall have no contractual or other legal relationship with the State; 
they shall not be considered employees of the State and shall not be entitled to any compensation, rights or benefits 
from the State, including but not limited to, tenure rights, medical and hospital care, sick and vacation leave, 
severance pay, or retirement benefits. 
 
By-name personnel commitments made in the Bidder's proposal shall not be changed without the prior written 
approval of the State.  Replacement of these personnel, if approved by the State, shall be with personnel of equal or 
greater ability and qualifications. 
 
All personnel assigned by the Bidder to the contract shall be employees of the Bidder or a Sub Contractor, and shall 
be fully qualified to perform the work required herein.  Personnel employed by the Bidder or a Sub Contractor  to fulfill 
the terms of the contract shall remain under the sole direction and control of the Bidder or the Sub Contractor  
respectively. 
 
With respect to its employees, the Bidder agrees to be solely responsible for the following: 
 
1. Any and all pay, benefits, and  employment taxes and/or other payroll withholding; 
2. Any and all vehicles used by the Bidder’s employees, including all insurance required by state law; 
3. Damages incurred by Bidder’s employees within the scope of their duties under the contract; 
4. Maintaining Workers’ Compensation and health insurance that complies with state and federal law and 



submitting any reports on such insurance to the extent required by governing law;  
5. Determining the hours to be worked and the duties to be performed by the Bidder’s employees; and, 
6. All claims on behalf of any person arising out of employment or alleged employment (including without limit 



claims of discrimination alleged against the Bidder, its officers, agents, or Sub Contractor   or Sub 
Contractor  s employees) 



 
If the Bidder intends to utilize any Sub Contractor  , the Sub Contractor  's level of effort, tasks, and time allocation 
should be clearly defined in the Bidder’s proposal.  The Bidder shall agree that it will not utilize any Sub Contractor   
not specifically included in its proposal in the performance of the contract without the prior written authorization of the 
State. 
 
The State reserves the right to require the Bidder to reassign or remove from the project any Bidder or Sub Contractor   
employee. 
 
Bidder shall insure that the terms and conditions contained in any contract with a Sub Contractor   does not conflict 
with the terms and conditions of this contract.  
 
The Bidder shall include a similar provision, for the protection of the State, in the contract with any Sub Contractor  
engaged to perform work on this contract. 
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B. EMPLOYEE WORK ELIGIBILITY STATUS 
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Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



    



 
The Bidder is required and hereby agrees to use a federal immigration verification system to determine the work 
eligibility status of employees physically performing services within the State of Nebraska. A federal immigration 
verification system means the electronic verification of the work authorization program authorized by the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 8 U.S.C. 1324a, known as the E-Verify Program, or 
an equivalent federal program designated by the United States Department of Homeland Security or other federal 
agency authorized to verify the work eligibility status of an employee. 
 
If the Bidder is an individual or sole proprietorship, the following applies: 
 
1. The Bidder must complete the United States Citizenship Attestation Form, available on the Department of 



Administrative Services website at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html  
 



2. The completed United States Attestation Form should be submitted with the solicitation response. 
 



3. If the Bidder indicates on such attestation form that he or she is a qualified alien, the Bidder agrees to 
provide the US Citizenship and Immigration Services documentation required to verify the Bidder’s lawful 
presence in the United States using the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program.  
 



4. The Bidder understands and agrees that lawful presence in the United States is required and the Bidder 
may be disqualified or the contract terminated if such lawful presence cannot be verified as required by 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §4-108. 



 
C. COMPLIANCE WITH CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT / 
NONDISCRIMINATION (Statutory) 



The Bidder shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal statutes and regulations regarding civil rights laws 
and equal opportunity employment. The Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act prohibits Bidders of the State of 
Nebraska, and their Sub Contractors, from discriminating against any employee or applicant for employment, with 
respect to hire, tenure, terms, conditions, compensation, or privileges of employment because of race, color, religion, 
sex, disability, marital status, or national origin (Neb. Rev. Stat. §48-1101 to 48-1125).   The Bidder guarantees 
compliance with the Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act, and breach of this provision shall be regarded as a 
material breach of contract.  The Bidder shall insert a similar provision in all Subcontracts for goods and services to 
be covered by any contract resulting from this solicitation. 
 



D. COOPERATION WITH OTHER BIDDERS  
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Bidder may be required to work with or in close proximity to other Bidders or individuals that may be working on same 
or different projects.  The Bidder shall agree to cooperate with such other Bidders or individuals, and shall not commit 
or permit any act which may interfere with the performance of work by any other Bidder or individual.  Bidder is not 
required to compromise Bidder’s intellectual property or proprietary information unless expressly required to do so by 
this contract. 
 
 
 



 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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E. PERMITS, REGULATIONS, LAWS 



 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The contract price shall include the cost of all royalties, licenses, permits, and approvals, whether arising from patents, 
trademarks, copyrights or otherwise, that are in any way involved in the contract.  The Bidder shall obtain and pay for 
all royalties, licenses, and permits, and approvals necessary for the execution of the contract.  The Bidder must 
guarantee that it has the full legal right to the materials, supplies, equipment, software, and other items used to 
execute this contract. 
 



F. OWNERSHIP OF INFORMATION AND DATA / DELIVERABLES  
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The State shall have the unlimited right to publish, duplicate, use, and disclose all information and data developed or 
obtained by the Bidder on behalf of the State pursuant to this contract. 
 
The State shall own and hold exclusive title to any deliverable developed as a result of this contract.  Bidder shall 
have no ownership interest or title, and shall not patent, license, or copyright, duplicate, transfer, sell, or exchange, 
the design, specifications, concept, or deliverable. 
 



G. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 
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The Bidder shall throughout the term of the contract maintain insurance as specified herein and provide the State a 
current Certificate of Insurance/Acord Form (COI) verifying the coverage.  The Bidder shall not commence work on 
the contract until the insurance is in place.  If Bidder subcontracts any portion of the Contract the Bidder must, 
throughout the term of the contract, either: 
 
1. Provide equivalent insurance for each Sub Contractor and provide a COI verifying the coverage for the 



Sub Contractor; 
2. Require each Sub Contractor to have equivalent insurance and provide written notice to the State that the 



Bidder has verified that each Sub Contractor has the required coverage; or, 
3. Provide the State with copies of each Sub Contractor’s Certificate of Insurance evidencing the required 



coverage. 
 



The Bidder shall not allow any Sub Contractor to commence work until the Sub Contractor has equivalent insurance.  
The failure of the State to require a COI, or the failure of the Bidder to provide a COI or require Sub Contractor 
insurance shall not limit, relieve, or decrease the liability of the Bidder hereunder. 
 
In the event that any policy written on a claims-made basis terminates or is canceled during the term of the contract 
or within three (3) years of termination or expiration of the contract, the Bidder shall obtain an extended discovery or 











Page 21   
RFP Boilerplate | 07012019 



reporting period, or a new insurance policy, providing coverage required by this contract for the term of the contract 
and three (3) years following termination or expiration of the contract. 
  
If by the terms of any insurance a mandatory deductible is required, or if the Bidder elects to increase the mandatory 
deductible amount, the Bidder shall be responsible for payment of the amount of the deductible in the event of a paid 
claim. 
 
Notwithstanding any other clause in this Contract, the State may recover up to the liability limits of the insurance 
policies required herein. 
 
1. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE 



The Bidder shall take out and maintain during the life of this contract the statutory Workers’ Compensation 
and Employer's Liability Insurance for all of the contactors’ employees to be engaged in work on the project 
under this contract and, in case any such work is sublet, the Bidder shall require the Sub Contractor   similarly 
to provide Worker's Compensation and Employer's Liability Insurance for all of the Sub Contractor  ’s 
employees to be engaged in such work.  This policy shall be written to meet the statutory requirements for 
the state in which the work is to be performed, including Occupational Disease.  The policy shall include 
a waiver of subrogation in favor of the State.  The COI shall contain the mandatory COI subrogation 
waiver language found hereinafter.  The amounts of such insurance shall not be less than the limits stated 
hereinafter.  For employees working in the State of Nebraska, the policy must be written by an entity 
authorized by the State of Nebraska Department of Insurance to write Workers’ Compensation and 
Employer’s Liability Insurance for Nebraska employees. 
 



2. COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE AND COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 
The Bidder shall take out and maintain during the life of this contract such Commercial General Liability 
Insurance and Commercial Automobile Liability Insurance as shall protect Bidder and any Sub Contractor  
performing work covered by this contract from claims for damages for bodily injury, including death, as well 
as from claims for property damage, which may arise from operations under this contract, whether such 
operation be by the Bidder or by any Sub Contractor   or by anyone directly or indirectly employed by either 
of them, and the amounts of such insurance shall not be less than limits stated hereinafter. 
 
The Commercial General Liability Insurance shall be written on an occurrence basis, and provide 
Premises/Operations, Products/Completed Operations, Independent Bidders, Personal Injury, and 
Contractual Liability coverage.  The policy shall include the State, and others as required by the 
contract documents, as Additional Insured(s).  This policy shall be primary, and any insurance or 
self-insurance carried by the State shall be considered secondary and non-contributory.  The COI 
shall contain the mandatory COI liability waiver language found hereinafter. The Commercial 
Automobile Liability Insurance shall be written to cover all Owned, Non-owned, and Hired vehicles. 
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REQUIRED INSURANCE COVERAGE 



COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY  



General Aggregate  $2,000,000 



Products/Completed Operations 
Aggregate 



$2,000,000 



Personal/Advertising Injury  $1,000,000 per occurrence 



Bodily Injury/Property Damage  $1,000,000 per occurrence 



Medical Payments $10,000 any one person 



Damage to Rented Premises (Fire) $300,000 each occurrence 



Contractual Included 



XCU Liability (Explosion, Collapse, and 
Underground Damage) 



Included 



Independent Bidders Included 



Abuse & Molestation Included 



If higher limits are required, the Umbrella/Excess Liability limits are allowed to satisfy the higher limit. 
WORKER’S COMPENSATION 



Employers Liability Limits $500K/$500K/$500K 



Statutory Limits- All States Statutory - State of Nebraska 



Voluntary Compensation Statutory 



COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY  



Bodily Injury/Property Damage  $1,000,000 combined single limit 



Include All Owned, Hired & Non-Owned 
Automobile liability 



Included 



Motor Carrier Act Endorsement Where Applicable 



UMBRELLA/EXCESS LIABILITY 



Over Primary Insurance  $5,000,000 per occurrence 



PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY 



Professional liability (Medical Malpractice)  Limits consistent with Nebraska Medical 
Malpractice Cap Qualification Under Nebraska Excess Fund 



All Other Professional Liability (Errors & 
Omissions)  



$1,000,000 Per Claim / Aggregate 



COMMERCIAL CRIME 



Crime/Employee Dishonesty Including 3rd 
Party Fidelity 



$1,000,000 



CYBER LIABILITY 



Breach of Privacy, Security Breach, Denial 
of Service, Remediation, Fines and 
Penalties 



$10,000,000 



MANDATORY COI SUBROGATION WAIVER LANGUAGE   



“Workers’ Compensation policy shall include a waiver of subrogation in favor of the State of 
Nebraska.” 



MANDATORY COI LIABILITY WAIVER LANGUAGE 



“Commercial General Liability & Commercial Automobile Liability policies shall name the State of 
Nebraska as an Additional Insured and the policies shall be primary and any insurance or self-
insurance carried by the State shall be considered secondary and non-contributory as additionally 
insured.” 



 
3. EVIDENCE OF COVERAGE 



The Bidder shall furnish the Contract Manager, with a certificate of insurance coverage complying with the 
above requirements prior to beginning work at:  
 
 Department of Economic Development 
 Legal Division 
 245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
 Lincoln, NE  68521 
These certificates or the cover sheet shall reference the RFP number, and the certificates shall include the 
name of the company, policy numbers, effective dates, dates of expiration, and amounts and types of 
coverage afforded.  If the State is damaged by the failure of the Bidder to maintain such insurance, then the 
Bidder shall be responsible for all reasonable costs properly attributable thereto. 
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Reasonable notice of cancellation of any required insurance policy must be submitted to the contract 
manager as listed above when issued and a new coverage binder shall be submitted immediately to ensure 
no break in coverage. 
 



4. DEVIATIONS 
The insurance requirements are subject to limited negotiation.  Negotiation typically includes, but is not 
necessarily limited to, the correct type of coverage, necessity for Workers’ Compensation, and the type of 
automobile coverage carried by the Bidder. 
 



 
H. ANTITRUST 
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The Bidder hereby assigns to the State any and all claims for overcharges as to goods and/or services provided in 
connection with this contract resulting from antitrust violations which arise under antitrust laws of the United States 
and the antitrust laws of the State. 



 
 



I. CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
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By submitting a proposal, bidder certifies that no relationship exists between the bidder and any person or entity 
which either is, or gives the appearance of, a conflict of interest related to this Request for Proposal or project. 
 
Bidder further certifies that bidder will not employ any individual known by bidder to have a conflict of interest nor 
shall bidder take any action or acquire any interest, either directly or indirectly, which will conflict in any manner or 
degree with the performance of its contractual obligations hereunder or which creates an actual or appearance of 
conflict of interest.   
 
If there is an actual or perceived conflict of interest, bidder shall provide with its proposal a full disclosure of the facts 
describing such actual or perceived conflict of interest and a proposed mitigation plan for consideration.  The State 
will then consider such disclosure and proposed mitigation plan and either approve or reject as part of the overall bid 
evaluation. 
 



J. STATE PROPERTY  
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The Bidder shall be responsible for the proper care and custody of any State-owned property which is furnished for 
the Bidder's use during the performance of the contract.  The Bidder shall reimburse the State for any loss or damage 
of such property; normal wear and tear is expected. 
 



K. SITE RULES AND REGULATIONS  
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The Bidder shall use its best efforts to ensure that its employees, agents, and Sub Contractors comply with site rules 
and regulations while on State premises. If the Bidder must perform on-site work outside of the daily operational hours 
set forth by the State, it must make arrangements with the State to ensure access to the facility and the equipment 
has been arranged.  No additional payment will be made by the State on the basis of lack of access, unless the State 
fails to provide access as agreed to in writing between the State and the Bidder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



L. ADVERTISING  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The Bidder agrees not to refer to the contract award in advertising in such a manner as to state or imply that the 
company or its goods or services are endorsed or preferred by the State.  Any publicity releases pertaining to the 
project shall not be issued without prior written approval from the State. 
 



M. NEBRASKA TECHNOLOGY ACCESS STANDARDS (Statutory)  
Bidder shall review the Nebraska Technology Access Standards, found at http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-
201.html and ensure that products and/or services provided under the contract are in compliance or will comply with 
the applicable standards to the greatest degree possible.  In the event such standards change during the Bidder’s 
performance, the State may create an amendment to the contract to request the contract comply with the changed 
standard at a cost mutually acceptable to the parties. 
 



N. DISASTER RECOVERY/BACK UP PLAN  
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The Bidder shall have a disaster recovery and back-up plan, of which a copy should be provided upon request to the 
State, which includes, but is not limited to equipment, personnel, facilities, and transportation, in order to continue 
delivery of goods and services as specified under the specifications in the contract in the event of a disaster.   
 



O. DRUG POLICY 
 





http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-201.html


http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-201.html
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Bidder certifies it maintains a drug free work place environment to ensure worker safety and workplace integrity.  
Bidder agrees to provide a copy of its drug free workplace policy at any time upon request by the State. 
 



P. WARRANTY 
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Despite any clause to the contrary, the Bidder represents and warrants that its services hereunder shall be performed 
by competent personnel and shall be of professional quality consistent with generally accepted industry standards for 
the performance of such services and shall comply in all respects with the requirements of this Agreement.  For any 
breach of this warranty, the Bidder shall, for a period of ninety (90) days from performance of the service, perform the 
services again, at no cost to Customer, or if Bidder is unable to perform the services as warranted, Bidder shall 
reimburse Customer the fees paid to Bidder for the unsatisfactory services.  The rights and remedies of the parties 
under this warranty are in addition to any other rights and remedies of the parties provided by law or equity, including, 
without limitation actual damages, and, as applicable and awarded under the law, to a prevailing party, reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and costs. 
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IV. PAYMENT 
 
A. PROHIBITION AGAINST ADVANCE PAYMENT (Statutory) 
 



Neb. Rev. Stat. §§81-2403 states, “[n]o goods or services shall be deemed to be received by an agency until all such 
goods or services are completely delivered and finally accepted by the agency.” 
 



B. TAXES (Statutory) 
The State is not required to pay taxes and assumes no such liability as a result of this solicitation.  The Bidder may 
request a copy of the Nebraska Department of Revenue, Nebraska Resale or Exempt Sale Certificate for Sales Tax 
Exemption, Form 13 for their records. Any property tax payable on the Bidder's equipment which may be installed in 
a state-owned facility is the responsibility of the Bidder 
 



C. INVOICES  
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Invoices for payments must be submitted by the Bidder to the agency requesting the services with sufficient detail to 
support payment. The terms and conditions included in the Bidder’s invoice shall be deemed to be solely for the 
convenience of the parties.  No terms or conditions of any such invoice shall be binding upon the State, and no action 
by the State, including without limitation the payment of any such invoice in whole or in part, shall be construed as 
binding or estopping the State with respect to any such term or condition, unless the invoice term or condition has 
been previously agreed to by the State as an amendment to the contract.   
 
 



D. INSPECTION AND APPROVAL  
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Final inspection and approval of all work required under the contract shall be performed by the designated State 
officials.   
 
The State and/or its authorized representatives shall have the right to enter any premises where the Bidder or Sub 
Contractor duties under the contract are being performed, and to inspect, monitor or otherwise evaluate the work 
being performed.  All inspections and evaluations shall be at reasonable times and in a manner that will not 
unreasonably delay work. 
 
 
 



E. PAYMENT (Statutory) 
 
 
Payment will be made by the responsible agency in compliance with the State of Nebraska Prompt Payment Act (See 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-2403).  The State may require the Bidder to accept payment by electronic means such as ACH 
deposit. In no event shall the State be responsible or liable to pay for any goods and services provided by the Bidder 
prior to the Effective Date of the contract, and the Bidder hereby waives any claim or cause of action for any such 
services. 
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F. LATE PAYMENT (Statutory) 
The Bidder may charge the responsible agency interest for late payment in compliance with the State of Nebraska 
Prompt Payment Act (See Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-2401 through 81-2408). 
 



G. SUBJECT TO FUNDING / FUNDING OUT CLAUSE FOR LOSS OF APPROPRIATIONS (Statutory) 
The State’s obligation to pay amounts due on the Contract for a fiscal years following the current fiscal year is 
contingent upon legislative appropriation of funds.  Should said funds not be appropriated, the State may terminate 
the contract with respect to those payments for the fiscal year(s) for which such funds are not appropriated.  The 
State will give the Bidder written notice thirty (30) calendar days prior to the effective date of termination.  All 
obligations of the State to make payments after the termination date will cease.  The Bidder shall be entitled to receive 
just and equitable compensation for any authorized work which has been satisfactorily completed as of the termination 
date.  In no event shall the Bidder be paid for a loss of anticipated profit. 
 



H. RIGHT TO AUDIT (First Paragraph is Statutory) 
The State shall have the right to audit the Bidder’s performance of this contract upon a thirty (30) days’ written notice.  
Bidder shall utilize generally accepted accounting principles, and shall maintain the accounting records, and other 
records and information relevant to the contract (Information) to enable the State to audit the contract. (Neb. Rev. 
Stat. §84-304 et seq.) The State may audit and the Bidder shall maintain, the Information during the term of the 
contract and for a period of five (5) years after the completion of this contract or until all issues or litigation are 
resolved, whichever is later.  The Bidder shall make the Information available to the State at Bidder’s place of business 
or a location acceptable to both Parties during normal business hours.  If this is not practical or the Bidder so elects, 
the Bidder may provide electronic or paper copies of the Information.  The State reserves the right to examine, make 
copies of, and take notes on any Information relevant to this contract, regardless of the form or the Information, how 
it is stored, or who possesses the Information.  Under no circumstance will the Bidder be required to create or maintain 
documents not kept in the ordinary course of Bidder’s business operations, nor will Bidder be required to disclose 
any information, including but not limited to product cost data, which is confidential or proprietary to Bidder. 
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The Parties shall pay their own costs of the audit unless the audit finds a previously undisclosed overpayment by the 
State.  If a previously undisclosed overpayment exceeds three (3) percent (3%) of the total contract billings, or if 
fraud, material misrepresentations, or non-performance is discovered on the part of the Bidder, the Bidder shall 
reimburse the State for the total costs of the audit.  Overpayments and audit costs owed to the State shall be paid 
within ninety (90) days of written notice of the claim.  The Bidder agrees to correct any material weaknesses or 
condition found as a result of the audit. 
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V.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SCOPE OF WORK 



 
A. INTRODUCTION  
The InternNE program grant is available to Nebraska employers who provide students with valuable internship opportunities 
to retain students in the State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education, convert students to full-time employment, and 
attract workers to Nebraska by assisting businesses willing to provide paid internships.  The department may provide grants 
for internships to reimburse the cost of wages paid to businesses with less than fifty full-time-equivalent employees. 
 
B. PURPOSE OF THE REQUEST 
The Department is seeking qualified Nebraska-based nonprofit entities to carry out the administrative  functions of the InternNE 
grant program. Bidders are responsible for providing grant management services on behalf of the Department.  Bidders are 
also responsible to use technology to connect students with businesses. 
 
Competitive bids detail the Bidder’s ability to deliver grant management services at a local, regional, or state-wide level. The 
Department will give preference to Bidders whose responses serve: Nebraska employers – both large and small, eligible 
students, and provide equitable access to the grants by all geographic areas of the state.  
 
C. THE GOALS OF THE DEPARTMENT ARE: 



1. To increase the overall numbers of internships in Nebraska 



2. To retain students in the State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education 



3. Attract workers to Nebraska 



4. Convert students to full-time employment in Nebraska 



5. Engage post-secondary education partners in program marketing to employers 



6. Engage the underserved/diverse student population in internships 



Eligible Bidders:  
Bidders must be a Nebraska-based nonprofit entity with an established business presence in Nebraska and perform such 
services primarily from within Nebraska. The Department will give preference to Bidders with experience in grant 
administration. 
 
InternNE Administration Funding: 
The initial amount of InternNE Bidder funding for administration and overhead is determined by the Bidder/Bidders who sign 
agreements with the Department. For ongoing administration and overhead costs, the Department will determine a set amount 
or percentage of available administration funds.  
 
Overview of the Program:  
The Department will review Bidders to evaluate their management and operations, prior success and demonstrated results, 
program plan, outreach plan, and reporting and compliance capability. Bidders selected and approved for participation in 
InternNE will sign an Instrument for Signing and Clarification  with the Department.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for marketing the grant program in their region or state-wide to employers. Bidders will be 
responsible for marketing internships to out of state students and Nebraska students in high school and post-secondary 
education, with an emphasis on marketing to underserved/diverse student populations as defined by the Department.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for setting up a system to receive applications on a continuous basis and award bi-monthly. Bidders 
will work with the Department to ensure grants are provided to employers who are providing valuable internship opportunities. 
Applications submitted for the grant will be scored by a committee. The Department will be responsible for emailing notice of 
award/denial to all Bidders.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for setting up a process for post awards: providing contracts for each awardee of a grant, processing 
reimbursement requests, intaking proof of payment or documentation to back up the reimbursement request, and gather data 
required to report economic impact to Legislature.  
 
DED will review all award cycles for compliance, track and monitor funds monthly, and decide whether to approve cycles as 
recommended by the Bidder. If approved, DED will fund the grant award following verification of the match required, required 
documentation and proof of payment.  
DED will ensure that all InternNE funds have been disbursed by the Bidder as intended and that the program funds are 
accounted for properly, including documentation of any allowable use for administration and overhead.  
 
D. SCOPE OF WORK 
 
The bidder shall/should provide the following information in response to this Request for Proposal. 



1. Organizational Information 
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a. Provide documentation showing that the Bidder is a Nebraska-based nonprofit entity. Bidder must also 



provide proof that it is current in its registration with the State of Nebraska. 



b. Provide documentation showing the legal and organizational structure of the Bidder. 



2. Management and Operations 



a. Describe the capacity, skill, size and experience of the Bidder’s management team, partners and key staff, 



including the staff who will work on managing key aspects of the InternNE grant: grant management 



system, application review and scoring, processing reimbursements and customer service support. 



b. Describe the capacity, skills, size, and experience of the Bidders governing board. Include a list of names 



and affiliations of its Board of Directors or other governing body. 



c. Provide a description of the Bidders grant management system or the system the Bidder intends to utilize 



to manage the grant. Include specifications of the systems capability to handle the different aspects of 



grant management and to protect privacy act information.   



d. Provide a recommendation for use of technology to scale across the state and the U.S.  



e. Provide a description of the Bidder’s internal accounting and administrative control systems and the extent 



to which such systems can provide reasonable assurance the InternNE funds are safeguarded against 



waste, loss, unauthorized use, and misappropriation. For example, provide evidence of one or more of the 



following: a) internal audits b) annual independent audits c) program financial statements d) adequate 



accounting and financial management systems.  



f. Provide a description of the Bidder’s strategic plan and budget, including guidelines for selecting recipients 



of aid, structure, and supervision. Please include a business model detailing the positions that will work on 



the program, duties, and public and private funds that will leverage operations.  



g. Bidder must provide the Department with a written code of ethics and/or standards for professional 



conduct to ensure professionalism, integrity, avoidance of conflict of interest, and professional conduct by 



Bidder and Bidder employees, in carrying out the InternNE grant program. 



 
3. Track Record 



a. Describe the Bidder’s process for evaluating and selecting recipients of aid. 



b. Outline the Bidder’s total capital. For the purpose of this RFP ‘total capital’ is defined as retained earnings 



(including current earning and donations) cash, and debt that is subordinated to the claims of all other 



creditors. 



c. Describe Bidder’s experience in implementing and administering grant programs and aid.  



d. Describe Bidder’s grant aid history, including the structure, types, and size of Bidder’s awarded grant aid.  



e. Describe Bidder’s experience in implementing and administering grant aid to businesses. 



f. Provide a description of the ability of the Bidder to manage increases in the volume of awarding grant aid 



to businesses.  



g. Describe how the Bidder will ensure InternNE grant aid and administration funds are not used for any 



impermissible purposes. 



h. Describe key partnerships the Bidder has with Nebraska employers, secondary institutions, and post-



secondary institutions. 



 
4. Target Market 



a. Identify the Nebraska region the Bidder intends to target and how they will serve the communities in the 



region. If the Bidder identifies a statewide effort, include a description of how the Bidder will ensure 



equitable access to grant aid to all geographic areas of the state. 



b. Detail how the Bidder will encourage students to pursue Nebraska internships to retain students in the 



State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education, convert students to full-time employment, and attract 



workers to Nebraska by assisting businesses willing to provide paid, quality internships.  



c. Detail how the Bidder will target regions across the U.S. to recruit students to Nebraska internships. The 



Department will preference, Bidders who include HBCUs.  



d. Describe any efforts Bidder will take to reach underserved/diverse student populations. 



e. Describe how the Bidder will market the InternNE grant program and internships to Nebraska students in 



high schools and post-secondary education. The marketing plan should contain strategies that target 



underserved student populations as defined by the Department.  



 
 



5. Program Details 



a. Provide a description of the program that Bidder will provide for businesses. Include how the program will 



be designed, implemented, and managed in line with the program guidelines of the Department.   











Page 30   
RFP Boilerplate | 07012019 



i. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating application forms for the grant program. 



Bidders will be responsible for implementing the approved application and ensuring the 



application is easily accessible to potential Bidders. 



ii. For each application submitted to the Bidder, the Bidder will score the application and assess the 



quality of the internship according to InternNE guidelines. Following the completion of the scoring 



of each application, the Bidder will provide the Department with a summary of the applications 



submitted, the internships requested, funding amounts requested and make a recommendation 



on whether to approve or deny an application. After receiving the information, the Department will 



then respond to the recommendations. The Department reserves the right to refuse funding to a 



project, in the Department’s sole discretion.  



iii. When approved by the Department to award an application, the Bidder will execute any 



necessary agreements with the businesses. The Bidder will be responsible for working with DED 



to create a standardized agreement for InternNE awardees.  



iv. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating reimbursement forms for the InternNE grant 



program. Bidders will be responsible for implementing the approved reimbursement forms. 



v. Bidders will be responsible for receiving and processing the reimbursement request from each 



awardee. All requests should be processed in accordance with state requirements.  



vi. Bidders will submit reimbursement requests to the Department with all required forms and 



documentation one a month. The Bidder should do their due diligence and ensure the 



reimbursement requests meets the criteria for reimbursement, before submitting to the 



Department. The Bidder will be responsible for ensuring the request meets the requirements in 



the agreement and that all required documentation has been provided. 



b. Summarize projected outcomes including employer participation in the grant program, retention of 



students in Nebraska institutions of higher education, attracting students to Nebraska with paid internship 



opportunities, and converting students to fulltime employment in Nebraska. 



c. Describe how the Bidder will measure success in the program. 



d. Describe the Bidder’s strategy for achieving retention, attraction, and converting students into full-time 



employment. 



i. Specifically describe how the Bidder will make best efforts to retain students in the State of 



Nebraska at institutions of higher education, the Department would like to see a retention rate of 



at least 45%.   



ii. · Attract out of state students to internships in Nebraska  



iii. · Convert students to full-time employment in Nebraska rates of graduates remaining in Nebraska 



at least one year following graduation as follows: Community Colleges at least 59%, Private, not 



for profit 39%, State Colleges 48%, University of Nebraska 42%. The Department reserves the 



right to adjust this goal based off current economic circumstances. 



6. Reporting and Compliance 



a. Please describe how the Bidder will comply with the requirement to provide required reports to the 



Department. Required reporting would include, but is not limited to: 



i. Description of the demand for internship grants and programs from all geographic regions in 



Nebraska (the Bidder intends to service?) 



ii. The economic impact of the internship grants. Entities should work with an institution of higher 



education or an economist to develop an economic impact. 



iii. An evaluation of the internship grants and programs based on the documented goals of the 



recipients.  



iv. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating reporting forms for the grant program. The 



information will be compiled by the Bidder and provided to the Department no later than May 31 



of each year.  



v. The Department will enter into a MOU with the Department of Labor to ensure the exchange of 



information for each student participating in the program. The Bidder will be responsible for 



providing information to each student who participated in the grant program regarding collection 



of their social security numbers and potential tracking of their employment 3-5 years after 



participating in the program.  



b. Please describe how the Bidder will comply with the requirements in the qualified action plan developed by 



the Department. Requirements include, but are not limited to: 



i. Selection criteria for awarding grants for internships. 



ii. Strategies for affirmatively marketing internships to Nebraska students in high schools, colleges, 



universities, and other institutions of higher education in Nebraska. 
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iii. Strategies to market to underserved student populations as defined by the Department in the 



plan.  



iv. Strategies for marketing internships to targeted regions in the U.S. in order to recruit out of state 



students to Nebraska.  



c. Please describe how the Bidder’s program will meet the objectives of increasing the number of internships, 



conversions to full-time employment, increase the overall workforce. 



d. Please describe how the Bidder will consider public access and longitudinal data tracking partnerships. 



e. The Bidder will work with a third-party management entity to study the current state of internships needed 



in the state and a baseline of internships in the state. 



VI. PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS  
This section documents the requirements that should be met by Bidders in preparing the Technical and Cost Proposal. Bidders 
should identify the subdivisions of “Project Description and Scope of Work” clearly in their proposals; failure to do so may result 
in disqualification.  Failure to respond to a specific requirement may be the basis for elimination from consideration during the 
State’s comparative evaluation. 
 
Proposals are due by the date and time shown in the Schedule of Events.  Content requirements for the Technical and Cost 
Proposal are presented separately in the following subdivisions; format and order: 
 
A. PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 



 
1. CORPORATE OVERVIEW (Delete Corporative Overview if Cost Only) 



The Corporate Overview section of the Technical Proposal should consist of the following subdivisions:  
 
a. BIDDER IDENTIFICATION AND INFORMATION 



The Bidder should provide the full company or corporate name, address of the company's 
headquarters, entity organization (corporation, partnership, proprietorship), state in which the 
Bidder is incorporated or otherwise organized to do business, year in which the Bidder first 
organized to do business and  whether the name and form of organization has changed since first 
organized. 
 



b. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The Bidder should provide financial statements applicable to the firm.  If publicly held, the Bidder 
should provide a copy of the corporation's most recent audited financial reports and statements, 
and the name, address, and telephone number of the fiscally responsible representative of the 
Bidder’s financial or banking organization. 
 
If the Bidder is not a publicly held corporation, either the reports and statements required of a 
publicly held corporation, or a description of the organization, including size, longevity, client base, 
areas of specialization and expertise, and any other pertinent information, should be submitted in 
such a manner that proposal evaluators may reasonably formulate a determination about the 
stability and financial strength of the organization.  Additionally, a non-publicly held firm should 
provide a banking reference. 
 
The Bidder must disclose any and all judgments, pending or expected litigation, or other real or 
potential financial reversals, which might materially affect the viability or stability of the organization, 
or state that no such condition is known to exist.  
 
The State may elect to use a third party to conduct credit checks as part of the corporate overview 
evaluation. 
 



c. CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
If any change in ownership or control of the company is anticipated during the twelve (12) months 
following the proposal due date, the Bidder should describe the circumstances of such change and 
indicate when the change will likely occur.  Any change of ownership to an awarded Bidder(s) will 
require notification to the State. 
 



d. OFFICE LOCATION 
The Bidder’s office location responsible for performance pursuant to an award of a contract with 
the State of Nebraska should be identified. 
 



e. RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE STATE 
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The Bidder should describe any dealings with the State over the previous three (3) years.  If the 
organization, its predecessor, or any Party named in the Bidder’s proposal response has 
contracted with the State, the Bidder should identify the contract number(s) and/or any other 
information available to identify such contract(s).  If no such contracts exist, so declare. 
 



f. BIDDER'S EMPLOYEE RELATIONS TO STATE 
If any Party named in the Bidder's proposal response is or was an employee of the State within 
the past twelve (12) months, identify the individual(s) by name, State agency with whom 
employed, job title or position held with the State, and separation date.  If no such relationship 
exists or has existed, so declare. 
 
If any employee of any agency of the State of Nebraska is employed by the Bidder or is a Sub 
Contractor to the Bidder, as of the due date for proposal submission, identify all such persons by 
name, position held with the Bidder, and position held with the State (including job title and agency).  
Describe the responsibilities of such persons within the proposing organization.  If, after review of 
this information by the State, it is determined that a conflict of interest exists or may exist, the Bidder 
may be disqualified from further consideration in this proposal.  If no such relationship exists, so 
declare. 
 



g. CONTRACT PERFORMANCE 
If the Bidder or any proposed Sub Contractor has had a contract terminated for default during the 
past three (3) years, all such instances must be described as required below.  Termination for 
default is defined as a notice to stop performance delivery due to the Bidder's non-performance or 
poor performance, and the issue was either not litigated due to inaction on the part of the Bidder or 
litigated and such litigation determined the Bidder to be in default. 
 
It is mandatory that the Bidder submit full details of all termination for default experienced during 
the past three (3) years, including the other Party's name, address, and telephone number.  The 
response to this section must present the Bidder’s position on the matter.  The State will evaluate 
the facts and will score the Bidder’s proposal accordingly.  If no such termination for default has 
been experienced by the Bidder in the past three (3) years, so declare. 
 
If at any time during the past three (3) years, the Bidder has had a contract terminated for 
convenience, non-performance, non-allocation of funds, or any other reason, describe fully all 
circumstances surrounding such termination, including the name and address of the other 
contracting Party.   
 



h. SUMMARY OF BIDDER’S CORPORATE EXPERIENCE 
The Bidder should provide a summary matrix listing the Bidder’s previous projects similar to this 
solicitation in size, scope, and complexity.  The State will use no more than three (3) narrative 
project descriptions submitted by the Bidder during its evaluation of the proposal. 
 
The Bidder should address the following: 
 
i. Provide narrative descriptions to highlight the similarities between the Bidder’s 



experience and this solicitation.  These descriptions should include: 
 



a) The time period of the project; 
b) The scheduled and actual completion dates; 
c) The Bidder’s responsibilities;  
d) For reference purposes, a customer name (including the name of a contact 



person, a current telephone number, a facsimile number, and e-mail address); 
and 



e) Each project description should identify whether the work was performed as the 
prime Bidder or as a Sub Contractor.  If a Bidder performed as the prime Bidder, 
the description should provide the originally scheduled completion date and 
budget, as well as the actual (or currently planned) completion date and actual 
(or currently planned) budget.   



 
ii. Bidder and Sub Contractor(s) experience should be listed separately.  Narrative 



descriptions submitted for Sub Contractors should be specifically identified as Sub 
Contractor projects. 
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iii. If the work was performed as a Sub Contractor, the narrative description should identify 
the same information as requested for the Bidders above.  In addition, Sub Contractors 
should identify what share of contract costs, project responsibilities, and time period 
were performed as a Sub Contractor.   



 
i. SUMMARY OF BIDDER’S PROPOSED PERSONNEL/MANAGEMENT APPROACH 



The Bidder should present a detailed description of its proposed approach to the management of 
the project. 
 
The Bidder should identify the specific professionals who will work on the State’s project if their 
company is awarded the contract resulting from this solicitation.  The names and titles of the team 
proposed for assignment to the State project should be identified in full, with a description of the 
team leadership, interface and support functions, and reporting relationships.  The primary work 
assigned to each person should also be identified.   
 
The Bidder should provide resumes for all personnel proposed by the Bidder to work on the project.  
The State will consider the resumes as a key indicator of the Bidder’s understanding of the skill 
mixes required to carry out the requirements of the solicitation in addition to assessing the 
experience of specific individuals. 
 
Resumes should not be longer than three (3) pages.  Resumes should include, at a minimum, 
academic background and degrees, professional certifications, understanding of the process, and 
at least three (3) references (name, address, and telephone number) who can attest to the 
competence and skill level of the individual.  Any changes in proposed personnel shall only be 
implemented after written approval from the State. 
 



j. SUB CONTRACTORS 
If the Bidder intends to Subcontract any part of its performance hereunder, the Bidder should 
provide: 
 
i. name, address, and telephone number of the Sub Contractor(s); 
ii. specific tasks for each Sub Contractor(s); 
iii. percentage of performance hours intended for each Subcontract; and 
iv. total percentage of Sub Contractor(s) performance hours. 
 



2. TECHNICAL APPROACH (Delete Technical Approach if Cost Only) 
The technical approach section of the Technical Proposal should consist of the following subsections:   
 
a. Understanding of the project requirements; 
b. Proposed development approach; 
c. Technical considerations; 
d. Detailed project work plan; and 
e. Deliverables and due dates. 
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Form A 
Bidder Proposal Point of Contact  
Request for Proposal Number 114045 O3 



 
Form A should be completed and submitted with each response to this solicitation.  This is intended to provide the State with 
information on the Bidder’s name and address, and the specific person(s) who are responsible for preparation of the Bidder’s 
response.   
 



Preparation of Response Contact Information 



Bidder Name:  



Bidder Address: 
 
 
 



Contact Person & Title:  



E-mail Address:  



Telephone Number (Office):  



Telephone Number (Cellular):  



Fax Number:  



 
Each Bidder should also designate a specific contact person who will be responsible for responding to the State if any 
clarifications of the Bidder’s response should become necessary.  This will also be the person who the State contacts to set 
up a presentation/demonstration, if required. 
 



Communication with the State Contact Information 



Bidder Name:  



Bidder Address: 
 
 
 



Contact Person & Title:  



E-mail Address:  



Telephone Number (Office):  



Telephone Number (Cellular):  



Fax Number:  
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Per Nebraska’s Transparency in Government Procurement Act, Neb. Rev Stat § 73-603 DAS is required to 
collect statistical information regarding the number of contracts awarded to Nebraska Bidders.  This 
information is for statistical purposes only and will not be considered for contract award purposes. 
 
_____  NEBRASKA BIDDER AFFIDAVIT: Bidder hereby attests that bidder is a Nebraska Bidder.  
“Nebraska Bidder” shall mean any bidder who has maintained a bona fide place of business and at least 
one employee within this state for at least the six (6) months immediately preceding the posting date of this 
Solicitation. 
 



_____  I hereby certify that I am a Resident disabled veteran or business located in a designated enterprise 
zone in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 73-107 and wish to have preference, if applicable, considered in 
the award of this contract. 



REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES FORM 
By signing this Request for Proposal for Contractual Services form, the Bidder guarantees compliance 



with the procedures stated in this Solicitation, and agrees to the terms and conditions unless otherwise 
indicated in writing and certifies that Bidder maintains a drug free work place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORM MUST BE SIGNED MANUALLY IN INK OR BY DOCUSIGN 
 



FIRM:  



COMPLETE ADDRESS:  



TELEPHONE NUMBER:  



FAX NUMBER:  



DATE:  



SIGNATURE:  



TYPED NAME & TITLE OF 
SIGNER: 



 



 



BIDDER  MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING 



_____  I hereby certify that I am a blind person licensed by the Commission for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §71-8611 and wish to have preference considered in the award of this 
contract. 
 












national origin in the operation of . . . public contracting” was taken into consideration when
including the preferential language for HBCUs in RFP 114045 O3?  If so, could you please
explain how such language was determined to be in accordance with Article I-30?  
 
Thank you very much for your assistance with this inquiry.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Kubicek, CPA, CFE
Deputy Auditor
Auditor of Public Accounts
Room 2303, State Capitol
Lincoln, NE 68509
phone 402-326-3063
craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov
 


This message (including any attachments) contains confidential information
intended for a specific individual and purpose, and is protected by law. If you are
not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure, copying,
or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
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From: Diane Pryor
To: Jason Ball; Mr. Bill Lester; Bruce Bohrer; Jeff Maul; Luke Peltz; Derek Feyerherm; Brooke Zimmerman
Cc: Ron Kalkwarf; LuAnn Damewood; Todd Wiltgen
Subject: Material for Chamber Board Mtg Tomorrow
Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2022 9:35:16 AM
Attachments: image001.png


LCOC June Board Mtg Materials.pdf
June 2022 Consent Agenda.pdf


Board members,
 
We look forward to seeing you at the upcoming Chamber Board meeting tomorrow, June 23, at 8:00
a.m. at the Chamber in the Allo Board Room. We are doing our best to get people back together at
in-person meetings so please plan on that if your schedule allows. There will be a zoom option for
those unable to attend safely or with time constraints.
 
Please RSVP to dpryor@lcoc.com, if you haven’t already.
 
*Material for the meeting is attached including the agenda, consent agenda, May’s minutes and the
financials. We will not have printed documents at the meeting so please review ahead of time
and/or download to your personal device.
 
Thank you,
Diane
 
 
DIANE PRYOR | EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT                 
LINCOLN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
3 Landmark Centre, 1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100 | Lincoln, NE 68508
P: 402.436.2381 | DPRYOR@LCOC.COM | WWW.LCOC.COM
 


   
 


Proud supporter of the Lincoln Airport. Check LNK every time you fly


Protection & Privacy Notice: This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law
governing electronic communications and may contain confidential and privileged information. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please reply immediately to the sender and
delete this message.
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AGENDA 



Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors Meeting  



Thursday, June 23, 2022, 8:00 a.m. 
Lincoln Chamber Allo Board Room 



and via Zoom option 
 



 



 
    Call to Order        Bill Lester 
 
 Approval of Consent Agenda & Minutes    Bill Lester 
 
 Financial Report        Ben Martens 
 
 CVB Budget         Jeff Maul 
 
 Strategic Plan Steering Committee     Bill Lester & Jason Ball 
  



Lincoln Chamber Podcast & Communications   Brooke Zimmerman 
 
 2023 Lincoln Airshow & Tiered Investor Visits   Derek Feyerherm 
 
 Organizational & Community Assessment Dialogue  Bill Lester & Jason Ball 
    
 President’s Report        Jason Ball 
 
 Adjourn         Bill Lester 
 
 



 
Next Board Meeting  



Thursday, September 8, 2022, 8:00 a.m. 
Lincoln Chamber, Allo Board Room 











Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
May 12, 2022 



Chamber Office, Allo Board Room and Zoom 
 
 



 Present: John Bergmeyer, Susan Courtney, Joel Friesen, Mike Gerdes, Brad Hedrick, Noah 
Greenwald, Shannon Harner, Brad Hedrick, Christie Hinrichs, Kevin Jarosz, Steve Joel, Jim 
Kruger, Bill Lester, Ben Martens, Betty Mason, Scott McLain, Bryce Morgan, John Olsson, 
Julie Perkins, Todd Reimers, Steve Schmidt, LG Searcey, Piyush Srivastav, Bill Udell, Kevin 
Wailes and Natalia Wiita  



 
Absent:  Bob Balfany, Tony Goins, Ronnie Green, Russ Gronewold, Andy Hunzeker, Nate McKown, 



James Mowitz, Bill Stephan, Diane Temme Stinton, Derek Vance and Bill Weber 
  
Past Chairs Alex Pearlstein and Matt Deveau 
 and Guests:   
 
Staff: Jason Ball, Bruce Bohrer, Jeff Maul, Derek Feyerherm, Brooke Zimmerman, Ron Kalkwarf 



and Diane Pryor 
 



Call to Order 
Chairman Bill Lester called the May Board meeting to order at 8:03 a.m. and welcomed everyone to 
the meeting. Lester welcomed Natalia Wiita, from the Lincoln Journal Star to the meeting. It was the 
first meeting she attended and he wanted to introduce her and welcome her to the group. 
 
Financial Report  
Ben Martens began the financial report by presenting the financials beginning with the Consolidated 
Chamber P&L Budget vs. Actual as of April 2022. In the Income section and Room Tax-CVB, our budget is 
for 1/12 each month, but we have been requesting funding from Lancaster County on an as-needed 
basis. Other Income is up because we continue to have solid sponsorships and attendance at our events. 
Salaries expense is down due to open positions in membership and YPG. Martens said Public Relations 
expense is above budget because of Simpleview software purchased by CVB.  
 
Moving on to the Consolidated Balance Sheet for the same time period, Martens reviewed the Assets 
first saying Accounts Receivable is significantly higher this year compared to prior year. The CVB 
monthly request from Lancaster County now being made after month end. There is a big drop in 
Furniture & Equipment because we disposed of fixed assets that were fully depreciated. Martens 
continued with the Liabilities saying A/P Miscellaneous is less this year because of the loge box refund 
coming off the books. Accrued Expenses is less this year as vacation accrual is down due to vacation 
payouts. Martens said in Other Current Liabilities we are under last year’s number because last year 
the number included the PPP loan. 
 
There were no questions on the financials as they were presented. Lester asked for a motion to 
approve the financial report. It was moved, seconded and approved. 
  
 











Approval of Consent Agenda 
Chairman Lester next looked at the minutes from April and the consent agenda, which were sent out 
ahead of time. He asked if there were any concerns or discussion. There were none so he asked for a 
motion to approve them both. It was moved, seconded and approved.  
 
Steve Joel Recognition 
This was Dr. Steve Joel’s last Board meeting as he is retiring from Lincoln Public Schools and Lester 
recognized Joel for his service and contributions to the youth of Lincoln. He thanked him for his service 
on the Board and to the community. Dr. Joel said Lincoln is a great city and community and everyone 
works well together. It has been a true honor to serve and work here, he said.  
 
Strategic Plan Presentation 
Jason Ball spoke to the Committee about the commonly held perception that the Chamber needs to 
adopt a new, comprehensive strategic plan. He and Bill have been meeting with past Chairs of the 
Board, business leaders, and other community stakeholders. Interest in developing a strategic plan is 
high.  
 
In furtherance of that effort, Broad Ripple, a strategic planning consulting firm, made a presentation to 
the Committee about the process they recommend for Lincoln. They reviewed their philosophy of the 
work and the process they follow to arrive at measurable, actionable strategic goals for a community, 
as well as the written report and implementation plan. Business leadership and community input will 
be critical. Following discussion, the executive committee agreed by acclamation to recommend an 
engagement with Broad Ripple to the full board.  
 
Strategic Plan Committee 
To oversee the strategic plan process, a strategic plan committee will be necessary. The Chamber 
bylaws make provision for a standing strategic plan committee to be chaired by Incoming Board Chair 
(John Olsson). Chamber staff developed a Charge Statement based on bylaw provisions outlining the 
authority by which a committee can be formed, eligible participants, and its authority to act as an 
advisory committee to the Chamber board. The strategic plan will need to be adopted by the board of 
directors before it is considered an authoritative operating document for the Chamber.  
 
The consensus of the executive committee was to form the committee, to be chaired by the incoming 
chair, and to add a co-chair. The committee will include volunteer leadership from the Boards of the 
Chamber, the Partnership for Economic Development, the CVB and the Greater Lincoln Chamber 
Foundation.  
 
Jason Ball shared the estimated cost of the strategic plan consultant services (approximately $165,000 
- $175,000). Jason recommended the expense should be shared by the Chamber, CVB, LCEDC, and the 
Greater Chamber Foundation equally.  
 
President’s Report 
Jason Ball gave his report beginning with the CVB saying the work continues after the release of the 
CSL feasibility study and we are working towards next steps via small group meetings and 
cost/benefit. Tourism and travel continue its return to normalcy with annual traditions returning. 











In the Partnership for Economic Development, we have three Manufacturing Council classes going on 
currently. We will be using ARPA funding to add more in the future. Ball thanked Luke Peltz and Kevin 
Koester for the great work they’ve been doing lately as project activity is at a high. They are doing great 
things, he said. Next, Ball mentioned our new Event and Program Manager, Mia Wilken, who started 
this week. She has hit the ground running helping with two events already this week. Also, we have a 
new hire starting next week on the Membership side, Nate Ehmke will join us on Monday. Ball asked 
Bruce Bohrer to give an election update. Bohrer went through some of the election highlights touching 
briefly on several outcomes. He said the Chamber does not support or back any one candidate. 
Instead, we work with those elected for the advancement of the community and city, Bohrer stressed. 
He said there will be some officials we have very good working relationships with likely moving into 
legislature and our favorable relationships will serve us well. 
 
Other Business 
There was no other business. 
 
Adjourn 
Lester adjourned the meeting at 8:57 a.m. and thanked everyone for attending. 
  
Approved: 
 
__________________________________________ 
Bill Lester, Chairman 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 











 Lincoln Chamber of Commerce



 Consolidated Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual



 January through May 2022



Jan - May 22 Budget



Income



Dues 401,957 408,500



Room Tax - CVB 705,271 658,065



Room Tax - Bid Fees 187,101 187,070



Other Income 372,628 352,583



Total Income 1,666,957 1,606,218



Expense



Salaries 531,386 569,115



Commissions 25,602 24,716



Payroll Taxes 41,606 46,909



Retirement Plan 33,524 36,638



Medical & Dental Insurance 81,924 91,418



Life & Disability Insurance 5,091 4,903



Meetings & Conferences 20,127 17,440



Travel & Training 46,631 38,970



Auto Expense 1,462 1,640



Rent 104,941 105,328



Garage Rental & Parking 998 1,050



Dues & Subscriptions 27,473 25,193



Equipment/Maintenance 54,872 42,206



Bank Charges 9,347 8,750



Office Supplies 6,198 6,100



Postage 6,064 7,100



Printing 75,633 72,680



Utilities 12,753 15,755



Professional Fees 11,628 12,579



Public Relations 23,206 9,600



Advertising-CVB 156,563 164,774



Corporate Taxes 1,559 2,000



Insurance 8,726 9,630



Special Events 88,732 90,500



Event Promotion-CVB 13,286 14,450



Sports Event Promotion-CVB 185,718 188,150



Depreciation/Amortization 9,340 12,681



Membership Development-Members 1,966 1,750



Advertising 9,446 9,450



Total Expense 1,595,802 1,631,475



Net Income 71,155 (25,257)











 Lincoln Chamber of Commerce



 Consolidated Balance Sheet



May 31, 22 May 31, 21 $ Change % Change



ASSETS



Current Assets



Checking/Savings



Checking and Cash 1,046,249 1,547,920 (501,671) (32%)



Investments 1,317,324 937,618 379,706 40%



Total Checking/Savings 2,363,573 2,485,538 (121,965) (5%)



Other Current Assets



Accounts Receivable 185,437 192,460 (7,023) (4%)



Prepaid Expenses 181,377 139,068 42,309 30%



Total Other Current Assets 366,814 331,528 35,286 11%



Total Current Assets 2,730,387 2,817,066 (86,679) (3%)



Fixed Assets



Furniture & Equipment 187,588 590,502 (402,914) (68%)



Accul Depr/Amortization (120,071) (556,072) 436,001 78%



Total Fixed Assets 67,517 34,430 33,087 96%



TOTAL ASSETS 2,797,904 2,851,496 (53,592) (2%)



LIABILITIES & EQUITY



Liabilities



Current Liabilities



Accounts Payable



Accounts Payable-LCC 16,893 14,769 2,124 14%



Total Accounts Payable 16,893 14,769 2,124 14%



Other Current Liabilities



A/P Miscellaneous 10,201 43,325 (33,124) (76%)



Accrued Expenses 114,514 132,213 (17,699) (13%)



Prepaid Dues - LCC 539,823 528,478 11,345 2%



Prepaid Pledges-LSC 27,239 39,133 (11,894) (30%)



Prepaid Sponsorships-YPG 49,692 39,125 10,567 27%



Other Current Liabilities 215,937 642,684 (426,747) (66%)



Total Other Current Liabilities 957,406 1,424,958 (467,552) (33%)



Total Current Liabilities 974,299 1,439,727 (465,428) (32%)



Long Term Liabilities



Rent Liabilities 181,373 165,726 15,647 9%



Total Long Term Liabilities 181,373 165,726 15,647 9%



Total Liabilities 1,155,672 1,605,453 (449,781) (28%)



Equity



Retained Earnings - LCC 1,065,185 938,179 127,006 14%



Designated RE - CVB 505,894 515,087 (9,193) (2%)



Net Income 71,153 (207,223) 278,376 134%



Total Equity 1,642,232 1,246,043 396,189 32%



TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 2,797,904 2,851,496 (53,592) (2%)











LINCOLN CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU



Proposed Budget



July 2022 through June 2023



Jul '22 - Jun 23



Jul '21 - Jun 22 Proposed



Budget Budget



Income



Room Tax-CVB 1,579,356 1,634,633 55,277 3.5%



Room Tax-Bid Fees 978,850 950,800 (28,050) -2.9%



Other Income 48,000 62,000 14,000 29.2%



Total Income 2,606,206 2,647,433 41,227 1.6%



Expense



Salaries 668,520 681,947 13,427 2.0%



Commissions 17,800 18,000 200 1.1%



Payroll Taxes 53,280 52,471 (809) -1.5%



Retirement Plan 42,793 38,088 (4,705) -11.0%



Medical & Dental Insurance 95,822 99,520 3,698 3.9%



Life & Disability Insurance 6,000 6,000 0 0.0%



Travel & Training 61,000 62,560 1,560 2.6%



Auto Expense 5,000 5,000 0 0.0%



Rent 122,304 124,452 2,148 1.8%



Garage Rental & Parking 2,460 2,460 0 0.0%



Dues & Subscriptions 26,000 29,000 3,000 11.5%



Equipment/Maintenance 63,000 63,000 0 0.0%



Office Supplies 7,500 7,500 0 0.0%



Postage 11,000 8,000 (3,000) -27.3%



Printing 45,000 55,000 10,000 22.2%



Utilities 8,103 8,103 0 0.0%



Professional Fees 12,235 63,200 50,965 416.6%



Public Relations 25,000 35,500 10,500 42.0%



Corporate Taxes 1,000 1,000 0 0.0%



Advertising 330,000 309,000 (21,000) -6.4%



Insurance 9,268 9,442 174 1.9%



Event Promotion 275,850 340,000 64,150 23.3%



Sports Event Promotion 703,000 610,800 (92,200) -13.1%



Depreciation/Amortization 14,048 16,957 2,909 20.7%



Total Expense 2,605,983 2,647,000 41,017 1.6%



Net Income 223 433 210 94.2%













 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



LINCOLN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



CONSENT AGENDA 
June 23, 2022 



 
JUNE PUBLIC POLICY FORUMS* 
 
Wed. 6/1, 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Chamber Coffee Meeting of business, civic and community 



leaders 
Presenting Sponsor: Black Hills Energy 
Sponsors: Nelnet, Madonna, Rembolt Ludtke Law Firm, Southeast 
Community College, Lincoln Airport Authority and  
Kinetic by Windstream 



 
Wed. 6/15, 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Growth & Development Forum 
 SPEAKER(S): Clay Smith, Speedway Properties Co-founder and Partner 



TOPIC: Evolution of the Telegraph District 
Presenting Sponsors: ALLO, HDR, Schemmer, JEO Consulting, Lincoln 
Airport Authority and Olsson 
Sponsors: LES and NextEra Energy  



 
Wed. 6/22, 8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  Public Policy Forum 



SPEAKER(S): Jon Carlson, City of Lincoln Deputy Chief of Staff; Dennis 
Meyer, Lancaster County Budget and Fiscal Officer; and Liz Standish, 
Lincoln Public Schools Associate Superintendent of Business Affairs   
TOPIC: Budget updates 
Presenting Sponsor: Bison, Inc. 
Sponsor: NextEra Energy 



 
*Registration required for forums. Look for details on the protocols that will be in place for in-person 
forums held in the Chamber’s ALLO Board Room. A Zoom option will be available for June. As usual, 
there will be no Growth & Development or Public Policy Forums during July and August. Barring any 
drastic change in the COVID risk dial, there will be no Zoom option beginning in September.  



PUBLIC POLICY 
Bruce Bohrer and Todd Wiltgen have been actively engaged in many local, state and federal issues. We 
anticipate a similar pace for the next several months, although the focus will switch more to local issues. 











Still, state issues related to implementation of programs (especially American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funded programs) and interim studies will continue to be an area of work for the policy team here at the 
Chamber. 



Our policy team is engaged in meetings and conference calls with business organizations and elected 
officials, as well as outreach to business members. They are an experienced duo of professionals who 
are ready and able to help ensure that the business perspective is a part of public policy development. 
Our Chamber policy team is always ready to help assist our businesses, our community and our state.  



Having good working relationships/partnerships with local, state and federal government officials and 
collaborative relationships with partner businesses and organizations is the hallmark of the work of our 
policy team. Our team is issue-driven and non-partisan.  



We look forward to having you join us at one or more of our several monthly policy-related forums at 
the Chamber. Call Bruce at 402-436-2358 or email him at bbohrer@lcoc.com if you have an inquiry on a 
state or federal issue. Call Todd at 402-436-2352 or email him at twiltgen@lcoc.com if you have an 
inquiry on a local issue. 



PUBLIC POLICY - LOCAL ISSUES  
Equal Opportunity Ordinance 
On January 31, Councilmember Sӓndra Washington introduced an ordinance updating Title 11 of 
Lincoln’s Municipal Code. The revisions extend non-discrimination protections in housing, employment 
and public accommodations. It harmonizes the city code with federal protections affirmed by a 2020 
U.S. Supreme Court decision that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 includes protection based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. It also adds military and veteran status as protected classes and 
clarifying language around marital status and disabilities. Todd Wiltgen and a representative from the 
Chamber’s YPG, Colten Zamrzla, testified in support of the ordinance on February 7. The ordinance was 
unanimously approved 5-0 on February 14. Councilmembers Tom Beckius and Richard Meginnis were 
absent. 
 
The Nebraska Family Alliance (NFA) organized a petition drive to repeal the equal opportunity ordinance 
or require a vote on it. They only needed to collect 4,137 signatures, 4% of city voters in the previous 
gubernatorial election. On March 1, NFA announced they collected 18,501 signatures. They were 
submitted to the city clerk for verification by the county election commissioner. His office stopped 
verifying signatures after 4,915 signatures were verified overriding the ordinance. The council had two 
options to proceed - rescind the ordinance or pass a resolution to put it on the ballot.  
 
Councilmember Richard Meginnis moved to rescind the updates on June 13. It passed 4-3 with 
Councilmembers Tom Beckius, James Michael Bowers and Bennie Shobe supporting Meginnis’ motion. 
Councilmembers Sӓndra Washington, Jane Raybould and Tammy Ward voted against it.  
 
Click here for a more detailed summary of the council meeting from the Lincoln Journal Star. 
 
Expanded Air Service 
On May 26, United Airlines announced it was adding a daily flight to and from Houston beginning in 
September. The airline will be utilizing the $750K Small Community Air Service Development grant 
awarded by the Federal Aviation Administration, which provides a revenue guarantee covering any 
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losses it may incur in starting the flight. This will include a local match of $250,000 from both the Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  



  
The mayor, Lincoln City Council and Lancaster County Board committed $3M of the city and county’s 
ARPA funds to attract additional air service through a minimum revenue guarantee. Both the city and 
county allocated $1.5M. The county board approved the agreement on June 14. The city council and 
airport authority are expected to approve the agreement in July.  
 
South Beltway Construction 
The Lincoln South Beltway is a first-of-its-kind transportation project utilizing an innovative build-finance 
procurement model delivering Nebraska's largest single-contract project in our state's history. This new 
11-mile-long roadway is expected to provide an alternative route for traffic traveling around the city of 
Lincoln, particularly truck traffic. Together with the West Bypass (US-77) it will form a route around the 
urban core of the city to improve regional mobility.  
  
Normally with a project this size, the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) would break the 
project into phases and construct each phase as funding became available. The value of time 
encouraged NDOT to find effective, efficient ways to build the roadway while saving taxpayers millions 
of dollars. With full completion anticipated in the spring of 2024, the innovative financing approach, 
championed by Lincoln Senators Mike Hilgers and Suzanne Geist, will allow the traveling public to realize 
the project's benefits in as little as three years, nearly four years ahead of the original schedule. 
  
The Lincoln South Beltway will have a substantially positive impact on Lincoln businesses but also on our 
growing community as well, making our city a better and safer place to live, work and play.  
 
With all the changes to the construction timeline, we invited Tom Goodbarn, District 1 Engineer of the 
NDOT, to provide an update on the South Beltway at our Growth & Development Forum on April 20. As 
construction of the South Beltway nears completion in 2023, Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Director 
David Cary joined us for a discussion about the planned land uses along the corridor at the May 18 
Growth & Development Forum. 
 
Lincoln Airport Runway 
As part of their 10-year master plan, airport officials have determined the long runway needs to be 
completely rebuilt. The Federal Aviation Administration will finance reconstruction of 90% of a runway 
long enough and wide enough to accommodate commercial aircraft based on a minimum of 500 
operations annually. The airport is waiting for the FAA to determine how much of the runway it will 
reconstruct. The National Guard Bureau has indicated they are planning to cover the military’s share to 
maintain the current runway footprint.  
 
Fast Forward Fund 
The city council allocated $3.35M from the city’s Fast Forward Fund to expand Duncan Aviation’s aircraft 
maintenance facilities with a $36.6M addition of hangars, fueling facilities and a concrete tarmac. 
Throughout the planning process, the Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development team worked 
closely with Duncan Aviation to facilitate this proposed expansion, securing funds from the Nebraska 
Department of Economic Development. Chamber president Jason Ball participated in the expansion 
groundbreaking on June 14. 
 











The Chamber envisioned projects like this while working with former Mayor Chris Beutler and the city 
council at the inception of the Fast Forward Fund. We know this fund will be needed to help grow 
Lincoln businesses that face public infrastructure issues and will be working with the council to develop 
a strategy to replenish the fund. We also recognize a desire to expand its use to support more local 
business. The Chamber is very interested in evaluating how a similar resource might be established for 
small businesses. 
 
Housing Affordability  
One of the recommendations contained in the Affordable Housing Action Plan included the formation of 
a steering committee to form an Affordable and Workforce Housing Consortium for the City of Lincoln. 
Todd Wiltgen participates in the steering committee meetings.  
  
Advisory Committee on Transportation (ACT) 
The mayor appointed a 14-member ACT charged with providing an additional level of oversight, 
collaboration and advocacy regarding transportation infrastructure investments funded by the quarter-
cent sales tax for the six years it is in effect. Todd Wiltgen is representing the Chamber on the ACT.  
  
The ACT recommended rehabilitation projects be equally distributed among the four city council 
districts as they existed when voters approved the initiative in 2019 to achieve geographic parity. They 
also provided their recommendations for priority street projects for the first three years of construction, 
which started in Spring 2020. The existing streets program is projected to meet the initial 36-month 
timelines associated with 25 residential rehab neighborhood packages and 15 arterial street projects 
publicly announced. Click here for additional information about Lincoln on the Move projects. 
  
A more detailed summary of projects completed in 2021 may be found in the 2021 Lincoln on the Move 
Annual Report. 
 
Lincoln Airport Terminal Renovation  
The Lincoln Airport Authority Board (LAAB) hired a Minneapolis-based architectural firm to modernize 
the passenger terminal and create a single security checkpoint should the airport expand service to a 
third airline. Construction and Christman Constructers, of Lansing, Michigan, to serve as construction 
managers at-risk for the project. Demolition and construction have already commenced, and it is 
expected to be completed by the end of this year. Click here for additional information about the 
terminal renovations. 
 
Temporary Relocation of Offutt Airplanes  
Starting in February 2021, the Lincoln Airport began temporarily hosting aircraft from the 55th Wing 
during a runway replacement project at Offutt AFB. In total, the facility plan called for ramp space for 30 
aircraft with 50 flights per week. Completion of the runway reconstruction is expected to be completed 
this fall.  



  
Drainage Criteria Manual Revisions 
Following up on the Climate Action Plan and Salt Creek Resiliency Study, the Watershed Management 
Division of Lincoln Transportation and Utilities Department is revising the city's Drainage Criteria 
Manual. Last updated in 2014, the manual provides guidelines and criteria primarily for stormwater 
standards, detention/retention facilities, channels and drainage systems, erosion and sediment control 
and flood design criteria. The Chamber partnered with LTU to host the first two stakeholder 
meetings about the proposed updates on August 3 and October 4. The Chamber is planning to host a 
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third stakeholder meeting sometime in 2022. Click here for additional information about the proposed 
updates. 
 
Brian Dunnigan, VP at Olsson, presented a summary of the final Salt Creek Flood Plain Resiliency Study 
at the December 2021 Combined Growth & Development/Public Policy Forum as a case study in 
floodplain management for the City of Lincoln and Lancaster County.  



  
2022 LOCAL POLICY AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC POLICY - STATE ISSUES  
Petition Process Ruling Could Have Significant Impact 
The recent decision from a federal district court judge barring state election officials from rejecting 
proposed ballot initiatives for failing to gather support from 5% of voters from dispersed counties could 
have huge implications for the petition/referendum process in the state. It is a requirement that has 
been in place for more than 100 years.  
 
Recently, however, Crista Eggers - the campaign coordinator for Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana - 
sued state election officials. Her attorneys argued that the requirement was unconstitutional because it 
diluted the votes of residents who live in the state’s more populated urban areas.  
 
U.S. District Court Judge John Gerrard said, “The plaintiffs in this case argue, among other things, that 
the 38-count rule violates the Equal Protection Clause of the U.S. Constitution, because it gives more 
power to voters in rural counties than in urban counties. And it does.” He noted that the state is free to 
require a showing of statewide support for a ballot initiative, but it cannot do so based on units of 
dramatically differing population, “resulting in discrimination among voters.” 
 
The Nebraska Attorney General office argued for having the Nebraska Supreme Court weigh in on the 
issue. Judge Gerrard noted the preliminary nature of the case and that the only conclusion he could 
draw at this point “is that the plaintiffs are likely to succeed on that claim - not that they have.” 
 
Attorney General Doug Peterson said his office “will take the steps necessary to get the matter to the 
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals as soon as possible.”  
 
Gov. Ricketts Comments on Record-High April Tax Receipts 
(Press Release, May 16, 2022)  
LINCOLN – Today, Governor Pete Ricketts commented on the State’s revenue receipts for April 2022, 
which topped projections by over $375 million for the month.   
 
“Nebraska is attracting investment from companies who are bringing great-paying jobs to the Good 
Life,” said Gov. Ricketts.  “The growth we’ve seen has consistently led to revenues well above 
forecasts. These surplus revenues paved the way for historic tax relief in the 2022 legislative session. 
Our ongoing financial strength sets the stage for even more tax relief down the road.” 
 
State revenues in March 2022 were also well above forecast, exceeding projections by more than $140 
million. Combined, state revenues over the past two months have been more than a half billion dollars 
higher than the projections set after the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory Board revised the 
state’s revenue forecast on February 28, 2022.  
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Legislative Follow Up and Elections  
Our “Chamber Coalition” was back meeting together less than a week after the legislature’s 
adjournment to organize implementation meetings to ensure our group was doing all we could to 
ensure efficient and effective implementation of the several new initiatives enacted by the legislature in 
2022. At the top of our list are implementation plans for InternNE, housing, shovel ready funds, a 
secondary water source, Business Innovation Act and several others.  
 
The results of the primary election are the big news since our May report. The field of candidates in 
several races, most prominently in the Republican primary for governor, has been narrowed with Jim 
Pillen of Columbus wining the Republican nomination for governor. Pillen is a successful Columbus agri-
businessman who also is a current NU Regent on the University of Nebraska Board of Regents. Pillen will 
be running for the open governor’s seat against Democrat Carol Blood, a state senator from Bellevue, 
serving her second term in the legislature.  
 
Legislative races culled the field to just two candidates in each legislative race. Also, on the legislative 
front, Pete Ricketts appointed Kathleen Kauth of Omaha to fill the vacancy in Legislative District 31, 
which was left by the untimely passing of Senator Rich Pahls.   
 
The Lincoln Chamber doesn’t endorse or provide PAC funds for active candidate campaigns; however, 
we do participate in candidate interviews through some of the association partnerships we are involved 
in. In addition, we anticipate doing candidate surveys for legislature and governor as we have in the 
past. Our objective is to inform our membership on where candidates stand on issues rather than tell 
our members who they should vote for.  
 
Putting a Bow on the 2022 Legislative Session 
As the 107th Legislature ended the 2022 legislative session April 20, the Sine Die pronouncement marked 
the end of a busy and productive session at the capitol. 
 
The shorter 60-day session had some unique challenges, including how our state would appropriate and 
make effective use of over $1B in federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. When all of the 
requests were heard by the legislature, over $4B in asks were made for programs and other investments 
across the state, so it was certainly no small task for senators to work through all of the items and 
formulate appropriate policy as a result. 
 
Our state’s economic vitality and continued success also played a part in policymaking this session. 
Nebraska has weathered the uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic and emerged with a 
stronger economy than most states across the country and has even been rated as the very top state 
when it comes to economic conditions in a post-pandemic landscape.  
 
The “Chamber Coalition” - which includes the Lincoln Chamber, Omaha Chamber of Commerce, State 
Chamber and the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce executives - submitted testimony in support of 
LB1014 to show support for a full allocation of the federal funds and for several proposals under the 
expansive measure, including $100M for shovel-ready projects by nonprofits. LB1014 was adopted on a 
40-4 vote and signed into law. 
 
While much work remains for future sessions, the 2022 edition saw crucial pieces of legislation pass, 
including LB873, which provides historic tax relief to Nebraskans, and LR283CA, a Constitutional 
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amendment that would allow airports across the state to spend revenue toward developing commercial 
passenger air service. 
 
On the topic of tax relief, LB873 will lower the state’s top corporate and income tax rates to 5.84% over 
the next few years, helping to keep our state competitive with surrounding states that offer lower tax 
rates. LB873 as a whole, cuts income taxes, exempts social security income and ensures significant 
property tax relief for Nebraskans. LB873 was Senator Curt Friesen’s priority bill and was enacted into 
law on a 43-0* vote on April 7. *Senator Slama noted in an explanation of vote entry in the Legislative 
Journal that she would have voted yes on LB873, which bumps the vote count in favor of the tax cut bill 
to 44-0.  
 
Senator Lou Ann Linehan, Chair of the Revenue Committee, deserves a huge thank you for her 
leadership and perseverance. Also, Speaker Mike Hilgers, Senator John Stinner, Senator Brett Lindstrom, 
Senator Tom Briese and Senator Curt Friesen were instrumental in getting the omnibus tax package 
across the finish line. 
 
Lincoln/Lancaster County senators voted for this transformative, pro-growth tax legislation. The Lincoln  
Chamber of Commerce included the major elements of what is the largest tax cut in state history as part 
of our 2022 State Agenda adopted in early February. Our advocacy efforts in conjunction with our 
Chamber Coalition partners at the Nebraska Chamber and Greater Omaha Chamber as well as partners 
such as the Nebraska Farm Bureau and other agri-business groups, helped make a difference in winning 
passage.  
 
Iowa’s recent adoption of major income tax cutting legislation bolsters the case for competitiveness that 
the Lincoln Chamber and many other business groups have made on this issue. We believed from the 
start that LB873 deserved the strong support it won in the final vote and are very excited to see it 
enacted this session. A big thank you to Scott Gubbels from Nelnet for being an excellent speaker on this 
issue at a Governor Ricketts press conference earlier in the session. 
 
Ultimately, nearly $700M in funding is allotted to what have been dubbed “The Good Life Game 
Changer” policies that address workforce, infrastructure and economic growth priorities through ARPA 
funds.  
 
LB1112 from Senator Terrell McKinney of Omaha would create the Computer Science Technology and 
Education Act, which intends to address the tech talent workforce crisis. The goal of LB1112 is to 
prepare Nebraska’s K-12 public school students to compete and thrive in a 21st century workforce.  
 
LB1167 was included in the final budget bills, which would provide $20M of additional general fund 
support to the Intern Nebraska program and ultimately updates several critical components of the 
program to make it more flexible and business friendly. Additional funding was also advanced for job-
training and apprenticeship programs. This was a very high priority for our Chamber Coalition and we 
appreciate the strong advocacy of Senator Mike Flood and others who carried the day on the important 
proposal. 
 
These workforce development enhancements will prove to be incredibly important to growing Lincoln 
businesses and attracting and retaining talent in our city and in our state. 
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Two major water bills were also signed into law, including LB1023, known as the STARWARS proposal, 
and LB1015, which authorizes the Perkins County Canal project. Finding a second sustainable source of 
water for the city of Lincoln remains an issue that will be of utmost importance going forward. LB1081 
from Senator Eliot Bostar was modified to appropriate $20M in federal funds for the study of Lincoln’s 
secondary water source. Senator Anna Wishart and Senator Bostar worked hard to get $20M in funds 
for this effort under LB1014, which was enacted into law on April 7 on a 40-4 vote. 
 
Finally, and very importantly, the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce worked closely with Senator Eliot 
Bostar and a host of other community supporters, including the Lincoln Airport Authority, the City of 
Lincoln, Lancaster County and the Nebraska Chamber to pass LR283CA, which will provide a very 
important financial tool for the Lincoln Airport and other smaller airports across the state to attract air 
service. This was a top issue for the Lincoln Chamber, and we are very pleased to see this issue placed 
on the November 2022 ballot for all Nebraskans to support.  
 
As noted earlier, Senator Bostar was the lead sponsor of LR283CA, however, the following co-sponsors 
should also be thanked for their supporting role: Senator Ray Aguilar, Senator Mike Flood, Senator 
Suzanne Geist, Senator Lou Ann Linehan, Senator John Stinner, Senator Patty Pansing Brooks, Senator 
Adam Morfeld, Senator Mike Jacobson and Senator Matt Hansen. This was a bipartisan, statewide effort 
with 47 of 49 senators in support and two not voting. 
 
The 2022 session proved to be successful in tackling many larger projects and policies that can help our 
city and state prosper. We thank the 13 outgoing senators who will exit due to term limits or are not 
seeking re-election for their continued collaboration over their tenures in office - it will not be easy to 
replace their leadership and commitment to Nebraska and public office. 
 
American Rescue Plan Act  
As noted in our January public policy report, one of the biggest issues to be tackled during the 2022 
session has been determining how over $1B of federal funding provided under the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) will be spent. The State of Nebraska has an allocation of $1,040,000,000 of ARPA funds 
to direct to eligible uses. Governor Ricketts has outlined his plan for the ARPA funds in LB1014, which 
was heard on January 25 by the Appropriations Committee. LB1014 recommends appropriation of the 
full amount of the state allocation of ARPA funds. While LB1014 was the subject of intense substantive 
debate, it also was subject to a filibuster from various factions within the legislature. The bill, introduced 
by Speaker Mike Hilgers of Lincoln at the request of Governor Pete Ricketts, directs ARPA funds. The 
state received $520M last May and an additional $520M this year. 
 
The Appropriations Committee received over $4B in requests for the $1.04B it was allocating in 
cooperation with Governor Ricketts. It is important to remember that federal law and U.S. Treasury 
guidance specify that expenditures must either support COVID-19 mitigation, respond to negative 
economic impacts, replace lost revenue, provide premium pay for essential workers or fund water, 
sewer and broadband infrastructure projects. LB1014 was enacted on April 7 on a 40-4 vote.   
 
As noted earlier, the “Chamber Coalition” submitted testimony (thank you, Jennifer Creager!) in support 
of LB1014 to show support for a full allocation of the federal funds and for several proposals, including 
$100M for shovel-ready projects by nonprofits.  
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InternNE Program Expanded and Improved 
This proposal had a very positive and receptive hearing in front of the Appropriations Committee on 
February 24. A big thank you to Terry Heimes from Nelnet for being a star testifier for the Chamber 
Coalition and several other testifiers including education leaders, labor leaders, students, economic 
developers and foundations. We are very thankful for Senator Mike Flood’s leadership and advocacy on 
this proposal. We also appreciate the strong support from Appropriations Committee members.  
 
Our Chamber Coalition’s success on this important workforce development issue rested on the 
determination of Senator Mike Flood and several business leaders and Appropriations Committee 
members who understood the importance of doing something big in this space. Instead of ARPA funds, 
the essential proposal under LB1167 was included within the budget bills enacted by the legislature this 
session, providing $20M of additional general fund support to the InternNE program and updating 
several critical components of the program to make it more flexible and business friendly. Additional 
funding also was advanced for job-training and apprenticeship programs. These workforce development 
enhancements will prove to be incredibly important to growing Lincoln businesses and attracting and 
retaining talent in our city and state.  
 
Bostar’s Constitutional Amendment Will Assist in Developing Needed Air Service; Receives Strong 
Statewide Support  
LR283CA (Bostar) Constitutional amendment to authorize any city, county or other political 
subdivision that operates an airport to expend revenue for developing regularly scheduled 
commercial passenger air service at the airport. Bruce Bohrer testified in front of the Revenue 
Committee in support of LR283CA, on behalf of the Lincoln Chamber and the Nebraska Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. Leaders from the Lincoln Airport Authority, the City of Lincoln and the 
Lincoln Independent Business Association presented a united front in support of this important 
issue. Bohrer stressed that expanded air service is an important means to attract and retain new 
businesses, talent and visitors to our community.  
 
LR283CA was advanced from the Revenue Committee by unanimous vote, designated by Speaker 
Mike Hilgers as a Speaker Priority Bill. It advanced to the second stage of legislative debate on a 
very strong vote on March 2, and advanced to final reading on March 10.  
 
The Lincoln Chamber policy team has been extremely pleased to be part of the community-wide, 
and indeed statewide effort on LR283CA. The leadership of the Lincoln Airport Authority (LAA) and 
the LAA Board are to be commended for their initiative on this extremely important issue for the 
future growth of Lincoln and other communities across the state.  
 
Other Important Legislative Bills Supported by the Chamber 
LB703 (Williams) Appropriate $25M in federal funds and require same amount in matching private 
funds to the University of Nebraska for an agricultural innovation facility. Enacted within LB1011, 
which was introduced by the speaker at the request of the governor, as part of the governor's 
biennial budget recommendations.  
 
LB729 (Lindstrom) Adopt the Quick Action Closing Fund Act. Speaker Priority Bill. Advanced from 
General File on a vote of 27-10 on April 7. The Chamber Coalition of Omaha, Nebraska and Lincoln 
Chambers of Commerce were the sole proponents pushing this legislation and view it as extremely 
valuable to economic development efforts. 
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LB820 (Hansen, M.) LB820 raises the population threshold for cities of the metropolitan class from 
cities with a population over three hundred thousand to cities with a population over four hundred 
thousand. Speaker Priority Bill. Enacted on final reading on April 12.  
 
LB825 (Lindstrom, et al) Change provisions relating to the taxation of benefits received under the 
federal Social Security Act. Lindstrom Priority Bill.  Enacted within the provisions of LB873.  
 
LB938 (Linehan) Change corporate income tax rates. Progressively reduces corporate tax rates over 
three years 2024-2026, resulting in a top corporate tax rate of 5.84% for tax years beginning after 
January 1, 2026. Provisions of LB938 were amended into LB873. 
 
LB939 (Linehan) Change individual income tax rates. Progressively reduces individual tax rates over 
three years 2023-2025, resulting in a top individual tax rate of 5.84% to tax years beginning after 
January 1, 2025. Revenue Committee Priority Bill. LB938 and LB938 are combined and have strong 
support moving from General File to Select File. Thanks to all our Chamber advocates who helped 
support advancing this important tax competitiveness issue. Provisions of LB939 were amended 
into LB873. 
 
LB985 (Kolterman) Will allow applicants who are applying for the ImagiNE Nebraska Act to use the 
2019 employee census as the base year employment figures if the applicant increased staffing in 
the years 2020 or 2021 to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. Provisions of LB985 were included 
within the Committee Amendment, AM2009 to LB1150. LB1150 is on final reading and we expect it 
to be enacted. 
 
LB991 (Morfeld) Appropriate funds to the Department of Transportation to conduct a feasibility 
study for high-speed commuter rail. Placed on General File on February 11. Not enacted.  
 
LB1008 (Albrecht) Prohibit a county, city or village from restricting energy utility service. The 
purpose of this bill is to allow Nebraskans to continue to choose the fuel of their choice. Not 
enacted. 
 
LB1023 (Hilgers, et al) Adopt the Lake Development Act and the Water Recreation Enhancement 
Act. *Support concept with caveat of priority protection of municipal water and mining rights to 
sand and gravel. Bruce Bohrer testified in support with caveats as noted. McDonnell Priority Bill.  
Advanced to General File on February 28, to Select File on March 11, and Final Reading on March 
30. 
 
LB1081 (Bostar) Provide for a grant program for the design, construction and implementation of 
water transport infrastructure under the Department of Natural Resources and state intent to 
appropriate $200M in federal funds (Lincoln’s secondary water source). Senator Wishart and 
Senator Bostar worked hard to get $20M in funds for this effort under LB1014, which was enacted 
into law on April 7 on a 40-4 vote.  
 
LB1094 (Flood) Change provisions for determining the number of new employees under the 
ImagiNE Nebraska Act. Amended into LB1150 (see below).  
 
LB1099 (Bostelman) Would require the state Department of Economic Development to create a 
work group that would include representatives from manufacturing and industry, agriculture, 
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transportation and energy. The group’s purpose would be to draft a proposal seeking Nebraska’s 
selection by the U.S. Department of Energy as one of four regional clean hydrogen hubs authorized 
under the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which Congress passed last year. Signed 
into law by Governor Ricketts on March 16, 2022. 
 
LB1112 (McKinney) Adopt the Computer Science and Technology Education Act and provide and 
change graduation requirements and academic content standards. The important legislation 
creates the Computer Science Technology and Education Act, which intends to address the tech 
talent workforce crisis by affording public school students the opportunity to access and learn 
critical computer science and digital literacy fundamentals during early and secondary education. 
The goal of LB1112 is to prepare Nebraska's K-12 public school students to compete and thrive in a 
21st century workforce; ensuring the opportunity to learn computer science skills before high school 
graduation is fundamental to reaching that goal. LB1112 is supported by the NE Tech Collaborative, 
Greater Omaha Chamber, Lincoln Chamber, Nebraska Chamber, HUDL, AIM Institute, Emerging 
Ladies Academy, NMotion and many others. LB1112 was enacted into law on April 12 with support 
from every Lincoln senator.  
 
LB1150 (Leg. Performance Audit Committee) Change provisions relating to contents of applications 
and agreements under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. LB1150 includes portions/provisions of the 
following bills:  LB502 as amended with AM1514 - LB817 as amended with AM1727 - LB985 and 
LB1094. The amendment modifies the requirements for the Performance Audit Division with 
respect to the Imagine Act. The Committee Amendment incorporates the provisions of LB817, 
which is the Department of Revenue's technological correction bill for the Imagine Act. LB985 is 
amended into this bill, which clarifies the base year under the Imagine Act. It also incorporates the 
provisions of LB1094, to count remote workers as full-time equivalents under the Imagine Nebraska 
Act. Finally, the amendment incorporates certain provisions of LB502, which allow the use of a 
Direct Pay Permit for Tier 2 and Tier 5 data centers under the Nebraska Advantage Act. Legislative 
Performance Audit Priority Bill. Placed on General File on February 23. On April 13, LB1150 passed 
on final reading and was approved by Governor Ricketts on April 19. 
 
LB1163 (Wishart) Change award limitations under the Business Innovation Act and state intent 
regarding appropriation of federal funds. LB1163 was amended into LB598, which is on final 
reading and we expect this legislation to be enacted. 
 
LB1229 (Hilkemann) Appropriate $1M in federal funds to the Department of Economic 
Development to provide funds to a tax-exempt organization. This bill will assist the Nebraska Sports 
Council. Thanks to Derek Bombeck from the CVB for testifying in support of this important 
legislation on behalf of LCOC and CVB! Not enacted. 
 
LB1257 (Bostar) Appropriate federal funds to the Department of Transportation for grants for 
electric vehicle direct-current fast charging stations. Not enacted.  
 
Consumption Tax Proposal Fails on First Round 
(Unicameral Update, April 6, 2022) 
A proposed constitutional amendment that would replace Nebraska’s tax system with retail 
consumption and excise taxes failed to advance from general file April 5. 
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If LR264CA, introduced by Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, had been passed by the legislature, it 
would have been placed on the November 2022 general election ballot.  
 
Legislative efforts in recent years have failed to yield significant tax relief, Erdman said, and 
Nebraska’s tax system drives away workers, businesses and retirees. 
 
He said replacing property, income, sales and inheritance taxes with a flat consumption tax - with a 
rate of approximately 9% [several business and agri-business groups challenged this, suggesting the 
proposal would likely be 15%-20%] - would increase economic growth by attracting residents and 
creating jobs. 
 
Elmwood Sen. Robert Clements supported the proposal, saying a simple tax system with a single 
rate would be best. 
 
“We’ve tried and tried to put some reins on local property tax increases, and this would help 
control the overtaxing and overspending of some entities,” he said. “I think it’s time to let the 
voters decide and let us know how they would like to be taxed.” 
 
Sen. Steve Halloran of Hastings also supported LR264CA, saying the state’s current tax system is 
flawed. He said lawmakers would create a “nuts and bolts” bill to implement the proposal in the 
next legislative session if voters approve it. 
 
“We need to give the second house a chance to decide the tax model that’s best for them,” 
Halloran said, “and we’ll work out the details.” 
 
North Platte Sen. Mike Jacobson said he was intrigued by the proposal. He said implementing a 
consumption tax through legislation, however, rather than a constitutional amendment, would 
allow lawmakers to change the new system more easily. 
 
Jacobson also raised several questions about how the proposal would be implemented. He 
questioned, for example, whether the state would assume responsibility for paying off bonds 
issued by local political subdivisions that could no longer levy their own taxes. 
“[LR264CA] sounds very good, but it’s the details that we’re going to need to work on,” Jacobson 
said. “I think we’re premature on pushing this out to the voters without having those answers.” 
 
Additionally, he said, the consumption tax rate likely would have to be much higher than 9 percent 
to raise the same amount of revenue as the current system. 
 
Sen. Tom Brandt of Plymouth said he was concerned that, by approving the proposal, voters would 
cede control of local political subdivisions, including school districts, to a central state authority. 
That authority would have to approve local funding requests and could decide to consolidate 
smaller school districts, he said. 
 
LR264CA failed to advance to select file on a vote of 19-14. Twenty-five votes were needed.  
 
Note: The Lincoln Chamber and several other business groups including the Greater Omaha and 
Nebraska Chambers of Commerce opposed this legislation. A huge thank you and debt of gratitude 
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is owed to Korby Gilbertson, Esq. from the Radcliffe, Gilbertson & Brady lobby firm for her 
tremendous efforts in analyzing, organizing and lobbying to stop this deeply flawed proposal.  
 
2022 STATE POLICY AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC POLICY - FEDERAL ISSUES 
 
Lincoln Chamber Sets August 25 Date for Federal Legislative Summit 
The Lincoln Chamber of Commerce has set August 25 as the date for our annual Federal Legislative 
Summit (FLS).  
 
This annual federal policy summit is a premier event first organized by the chamber in 2009 as an 
innovation in federal advocacy during a downturn in the economy. The inaugural speaker was none 
other than former U.S. Chamber President Tom Donohue. We’ve hosted a succession of informative and 
thought-provoking speakers ever since and know that we have another great speaker set for this year. 
 
We invited the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and the Greater Omaha Chamber as partners and co-
hosts since the inception, and the collaboration has proven to be a great success over the past several 
years.  
 
Our 2022 FLS will uphold our tradition of excellence as we welcome all members of the Nebraska federal 
delegation and look forward to a keynote address from former NASA Astronaut and Engineer, Clayton 
Anderson.  
 
Chamber members will want to watch their emails for further details on getting registered for this 
always popular event, which includes a plated breakfast at the incredible Strategic Air Command & 
Aerospace Museum near Ashland. Mark your calendars now! 
 
Don’t Empower Bureaucrats to Micromanage the Economy 
(U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Chamber Bulletin for June 7, 2022) 
The American Innovation and Choice Online Act would give the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and the 
Justice Department (DOJ) the power to decide who is covered by the antitrust law, what is unlawful, and 
the penalty for breaking it. 
 
Why it matters: This would threaten American economic growth by empowering the federal 
government to micromanage the economy. 
 
Details: Here are some of the powers the bill gives to the federal bureaucracy: 



• The power to decide what is and is not lawful. The bill specifies 10 different actions that are 
deemed unlawful for companies covered by the law to engage in. (These same activities are not 
unlawful for companies not covered by the bill). The unlawful actions are vaguely defined and 
are a matter of judgment by the FTC and DOJ. 
  



• The power to decide to whom the law applies and to whom it doesn’t. The bill sets size 
thresholds (number of users and revenue or market cap) that a company must exceed to be 
covered under the act. The actual decision as to whether the law and all of its restrictions apply 
to an eligible business is made by the FTC and DOJ.  
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• The power to decide how broadly to apply the law across a captured enterprise. The 
legislation has very few safeguards to prevent a captured company from having all of its various 
lines of business subject to enforcement. 
  



• The power to define the penalty for breaking the law. The bill provides that civil penalties for 
violating the act should be “sufficient to deter violations,” but then leaves the determination of 
appropriate penalties up to the FTC and DOJ to define. The FTC could impose a penalty for a 
violation, on which a company made no money and the consumer was not harmed, equal to 
10% of the revenue of the entire company. 
  



• The power to break their own rules. The bill requires the FTC and DOJ to issue guidelines 
outlining policies and practices for the enforcement of the provisions that bar companies from 
engaging in certain conduct. But then the bill explicitly exempts the FTC and DOJ from having to 
follow the guidelines, stating that the guidelines do NOT “confer any rights upon any person…” 
or “operate to bind the [FTC]…to the approach recommended in the guidelines.”  



 
Be smart: The bill also threatens the record growth of new small businesses powered by technology-
enabled platforms. Breaking up or regulating online platforms would negatively impact those small 
businesses that rely on them to reach or service their customers. 
 
Bottom line: This bill would give unprecedented authority to federal bureaucrats to pick winners and 
losers in the marketplace. No government agencies should be given such unrestrained powers. 
 
Lincoln Chamber Submits Support Letter on I-80 Upgrades to U.S. Transportation Secretary Buttigieg 
The Lincoln Chamber was recently pleased to submit a letter of support for the Nebraska Department of 
Transportation (NDOT) application for funding through the United States Department of 
Transportation’s Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The MPDG funding is 
necessary to facilitate completion of long-planned interstate (I-80) facility upgrades in the region 
through: 



• the reconstruction of 15 miles (7.6 miles in each direction) of I-80. 



• expanding capacity by adding one travel lane in each direction (four to six-lanes).  



• reconstruction of original bridge structures on/over I-80 originally constructed in 1962.  
 
We are confident the project aligns with USDOT’s strategic goals. A safe, reliable I-80 with sufficient 
capacity conducive to the efficient flow of people and goods is critical to America’s heartland and the 
nation. 
 
The state of Nebraska continues to prioritize modernizing our state’s transportation network through 
smart and innovative investment.  
 
The Lincoln Chamber of Commerce supports NDOT’s application for funding of the I-80 Capacity, Safety, 
and Reliability Enhancements project and looks forward to future infrastructure investment in our 
region made possible through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which also was supported by the 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, plus many other local and statewide business and industry associations.  
 
Lincoln Chamber Signs-On to U.S. Chamber Coalition Letter Supporting CHIPS Legislation 
The Lincoln Chamber has signed onto a U.S. Chamber coalition letter (see below) urging Congress to 
fund the Creating Helpful Incentives for the Production of Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Act and 











the enhanced Facilitating American-Built Semiconductors (FABS) Act. The letter will be sent shortly after 
May 6. For more information on the legislation click here:  Congress Must Fund Semiconductor 
Legislation 
 
American manufacturers have been faced with significant shortages in the supply of semiconductor 
chips. Consequently, production delays have occurred in the automotive, aerospace, communications 
and medical device sectors among others. This legislation aligns with the Research & Economic 
Development plank of our Lincoln Chamber 2022 Federal Agenda.  
 
Approval of the CHIPS and FABS acts will enhance domestic semiconductor research, design and 
manufacturing and ultimately increase the supply of chips so important to American manufacturers.  
 



CHIPS Act Letter 
 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned chambers of commerce and organizations from across the 
United States, we urge you to fund the Creating Helpful Incentives for the Production of 
Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Act and enhanced Facilitating American-Built 
Semiconductors (FABS) Act. Swift enactment of funding is critical to America’s workers 
and America’s long-term competitiveness. 
  
Semiconductors are essential to nearly every sector of the economy, including aerospace, 
automobiles, communications, clean energy, information technology, and medical 
devices. Unfortunately, demand for semiconductors has outstripped supply, partly due to 
shifts arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. This has created a global chip shortage and 
resulted in lost growth and jobs, in turn underscoring the need for increased domestic 
manufacturing capacity.  
  
Approval of funding provisions would help meet this long-term challenge by incentivizing 
semiconductor research, design, and manufacturing in the United States. This will in turn 
strengthen the U.S. economy, national security, and supply chain resilience and increase 
the supply of chips so important to our entire economy. 
  
We urge you to expeditiously enact this important legislation. 



 
Fischer On Promoting Motor Carrier Safety, Nebraska’s Expertise in Weather Data Collection 
(Senator Fischer Press Release, June 8, 2022) 
WASHINGTON, DC. – Today U.S. Senator Deb Fischer (R-Neb.), a member of the Senate Commerce 
Committee, participated in the committee’s nomination hearing for the Administrator of the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) and the Assistant Secretary for Environmental Observation 
and Predication. 
 
During her questions, Fischer raised concerns that currently there are no requirements for freight 
brokers to check the agency’s data prior to hiring motor carriers which can lead to unauthorized and 
potentially dangerous motor carriers on the road. Senator Fischer will re-introduce the Transportation 
and Logistics Hiring Reform Act, which will clarify hiring criteria in the selection of motor carriers on the 
road and improve overall safety of the roadway. 
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Sen. Fischer also discussed how Nebraska is home to important weather data institutions like the High 
Plains Regional Climate Center and the National Drought Mitigation Center. Dr. Morgan, the nominee 
for Assistant Secretary for Environmental Observation and Predication, committed to working closely 
with these critical regional resources and visiting the state. 
 
Click the LINK for more information.  
 
Sasse: "Mr. President, Drop the Excuses" 
(Senator Sasse Press Release, June 10, 2022) 
U.S. Senator Ben Sasse, a member of the Senate Budget and Finance Committees, issued the following 
statement after President Biden blamed Vladimir Putin for record-breaking inflation. 
 
“Putin’s an evil dude and President Biden is right to sanction him with everything we’ve got, but c’mon 
let’s be real: Putin didn’t burn through trillions of dollars of domestic spending on Democrat pet-projects 
— President Biden did. President Biden needs to stop searching for a scapegoat and needs to face 
reality. Washington’s reckless spending is dumping gasoline on this nation’s inflation bonfire.” 
Background:  
Today it was announced that inflation rates rose 8.6 percent over the past year, the highest increase 
since 1981. Today President Biden blamed these inflation rates on Putin’s war in Ukraine, despite the 
fact that these record-breaking inflation rates started before Putin’s war and have been exacerbated by 
Biden’s record-breaking domestic spending. 
 
U.S. Chamber Joins Bipartisan Coalition in Urging Immigration Reform Ahead of 2022 Midterms: ‘We 
Can No Longer Afford to Delay’ 
(U.S. Chamber of Commerce – Chamber Bulletin) 
The U.S. Chamber joined with a diverse group of organizations across the political spectrum as part of 
The Alliance for a New Immigration Consensus (ANIC), advocating for immigration reform [and border 
security] during the 117th Congress. 
 
Why it matters: The U.S. immigration system is broken. Over 93% of voters agree that immigration 
reforms are necessary and urgent. 
 
Details: Congress should make the following reforms before the midterm elections: 
• Tackle issues facing our border and strengthen our nation's ability to manage the border in a 



secure and orderly manner 
• Address the uncertainty that dominates the everyday lives of Dreamers and others who are 



actively contributing to our economy 
 
U.S. Chamber’s take: We believe that elected officials can reach a strong bipartisan consensus on 
providing permanent legal protections to dreamers, addressing America’s agricultural labor shortage 
and strengthening our nation’s border security efforts. 
 
More Information HERE.  
Letter Sent to U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives leaders. 
 
2022 FEDERAL POLICY AGENDA 
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CHAMBER EVENTS 
 
Public Policy Forum  
Wednesday, June 22 | 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce | 1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100 
Speaker: Jon Carlson, City of Lincoln Deputy Chief of Staff; Dennis Meyer, Lancaster County Budget and 
Fiscal Officer; and Liz Standish, Lincoln Public Schools Associate Superintendent of Business Affairs   
Topic: Budget updates 
*In-person forum with Zoom option 
 
The LNK | New Member Showcase 
Thursday, June 23 | 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
Lincoln Marriott Cornhusker Hotel, 2nd Floor Renaissance Room | 333 South 13th Street 
*In-person event 
 
Chamber Coffee 
Wednesday, July 6 | 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce | 1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100 
*In-person forum with Zoom option 
 
LPED Economic Development Breakfast 
Friday, July 22 | 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. 
Lincoln Marriott Cornhusker Hotel | 333 South 13th Street 
Speaker: Alex Pearlstein of Broad Ripple Strategies 
*In-person event 
 
LINCOLN YOUNG PROFESSIONALS GROUP 
The Lincoln Young Professionals Group hosted another successful golf outing for its membership on June 
17. The council is also busy planning YP Week, which will be held the last week in September and unites 
over 600 young professionals at a variety of impactful events throughout the week.  
 
We are so excited to welcome Mia Wilken as our new Event & Program Manager, who will play an 
important role in the coordination of all YP programs and events.  
 
Bryce Morgan, with the Nebraska Bank of Commerce, is the 2022 chair of Lincoln’s YPG. For a complete 



listing of the Executive Leadership Council and event information, you can visit our website at 



www.lincolnypg.com. 



COMMUNICATIONS 
 
We are so excited to welcome Mia Wilken to our Marketing & Communications team! Mia is our new 
Event & Program Manager and will coordinate events for the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and Lincoln 
Young Professionals Group.  
 
The communications team is heavily focused on content creation in preparation for the launch of a new 
CVB website this fall, including capturing new photography, videography and blog content to tell the 
story of our city and illustrate why Lincoln is a premier destination. We are excited about this project 
and look forward to the rollout in October.  





http://www.lincolnypg.com/








 
We are also working on plans to kick off our first Chamber podcast series this summer, which offers a 
new platform for our team to highlight our programs and members through important conversations.  
 
May was another big month for media, with a variety of team members featured in print as well as on 



radio, podcasts and television. 



MEMBERSHIP 
 
In the month of May, 11 businesses joined the Lincoln Chamber. These businesses include: 
 



• Ambius 



• Detail Garage Lincoln 



• Goliath Nutrition 



• Iowa Nebraska Equipment Dealers Association 



• Kusudi Group 



• Midwest Laboratories 



• Open Harvest Co-op Grocery 



• Pittenger & Anderson, Inc. 



• Precision Machine Co, Inc. 



• The Lund Company 



• Walmart #2432 
 
We are pleased to welcome these businesses to our organization and look forward to working with 
them in the future.  
 
Ribbon cuttings and ground breakings requests continue to come in. The members who the Chamber 
celebrated in May include: 
 



• Habitat for Humanity ReStore 



• The Scarlet Hotel 



• Trillion Health & Hormone 



• Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital 



• CompanyCam 



• EXIT Realty Professionals 



• Goliath Nutrition 



• Sampson Construction/Sky Park Apartments 
 
There is a new face on the Chamber Membership team. Nathan Ehmke joined the Chamber in May as 
Membership Engagement Coordinator. He spent the last six years as Marketing & Membership 
Coordinator at The American Institute of Architects, Nebraska Chapter. In his new role, Ehmke will work 
closely with businesses to ensure they are getting the most out of their Chamber membership. He will 
also plan and execute monthly networking events including The LNK and The HIVE, along with ribbon 
cuttings and other member events.  
 











Our membership team would love to have you refer new or existing businesses who could benefit from 
membership. Please contact Derek Feyerherm, Senior Director, and he will be happy to assist. Thanks to 
each of you for your membership and advocacy for the Chamber! 
 
Membership Contacts 
 
Derek Feyerherm - Senior Director of Operations and Membership 
dfeyerherm@lincoln.org 
 
Shannon Hanke - Investor Relations 
shanke@lcoc.com 
 
Nathan Ehmke - Membership Engagement Coordinator 
nehmke@lcoc.com 
 
LINCOLN CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU 
 
CVB Update 
While local tourism numbers in 2022 continue the success seen in 2021, nationally, The U.S. Travel 
Association report yielded positive numbers, with obvious concerns with gas prices: 



• In March 2022, travel spending ($95B) was 5% below 2019 levels - A great sign! 



• About six in ten Americans are planning at least one summer trip. Despite higher gas prices, of 
those planning vacations, 35% expect to travel MORE this summer than last.  



• Nearly two-thirds of American travelers (63%) say rising gas prices will impact their decision to 
travel in the next six months. 



 
As a result of rising gas prices, we are now focused on local travel itineraries for residents, unique 
attraction lists and encouraging local overnights if larger vacation plans are in question. This includes the 
return of messaging that is similar to previous years’ promotion of BE A TOURIST in your OWN 
HOMETOWN. This further promotes residents concerned with gas prices to discover what exists right 
here in Lincoln, including overnight stays, great restaurants, attractions and outdoor recreation. 
 
On a related travel note, Lincoln is a member of the Southeast Nebraska Tourism Council (SENTC) which 
is composed of 14 counties, each with its unique character and attractions. Southeast Nebraska offers a 
wide range of choices for lodging, including motels, bed-and-breakfast inns, lodges and camping sites. 
Check out the website at visitsoutheastnebraska.org. 
 
In the news recently, NSAA basketball will move back to their two-weekend format with girls and boys 
basketball having their own week. NEW for 2023, a four-day format that will have ALL competition at 
PBA and the Devaney, taking advantage of larger seating capacities. We have appreciated our 
partnership with LPS schools in years past and could not have done it without them, but the popularity 
of high school athletics has brought larger crowds than what those gyms can accommodate. Those sites 
can still be used for 3rd place games on the final day of competition. 
 
Staff will be busy this summer as we roll into the fall with large projects that will have our team busy.  
This includes a Visit Lincoln feature tourism video with market specific focus segments that allows us to 
target specific markets, travel trends and interests. Also, work continues on a new website, with 
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tentative release in October. Of note, will be additional Lincoln video that will come from our new drone 
allowing us to shoot great imagery of venues and events, further enhancing our WOW as a destination. 
 
The City of Lincoln and Lancaster County announced the availability of $5M in assistance for local non-
profit tourist attractions impacted by the pandemic. These are funds made available through the 
American Rescue Plan State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds. The efforts of the city and county helps our 
tourism industry rebound and is a key component in recovery. We continue to applaud the efforts of our 
city and county and their support of tourism moving forward as we welcome visitors back to Lincoln and 
recruit larger events that impact all points of our community. 
 
Convention center discussions in Lincoln continue after rollout earlier this year of the CSL Feasibility 
Study - which was positive. Our team, as well as members of the Downtown Lincoln Association and 
Rotary Club #14, continue to meet on a regular basis. Ongoing and next steps include: 
 



• Small group presentations continue to help gain community interest in the need, with much 
work ahead on this step. 



• Next steps include a PHASE 2 study, to include a cost/benefit analysis, containing 
o Program scope 
o Site specific benefits 
o Capital cost analysis 
o Community benefit 
o Financing and governance 



 
Numerous budget related planning sessions were held with our marketing agency in May, including 
those involved in media planning, brochure distribution and advertising. With the CVB budget year 
beginning on July 1, these meetings help continue our reach in the coming budget year. Our planning 
involves pulling back some print media (which is still very popular in tourism markets) and focusing on 
more organic digital media originated by our marketing and communication team. Specific focus on 
uniquely Lincoln type activities will be important as people continue to come out of the pandemic. This 
will include local stories, the people and new video content previously mentioned. 
 
We are currently hiring for a vacated sales position on the CVB team. This opportunity will involve event 
recruitment and providing support to the marketing and sales team to include CRM/CMS maintenance, 
as well as project organization and tracking. Interviews are ongoing. 
 
Visitors Center activity (7th and P): 
 
May 2022 
Visitors - 645 
Other Calls - 48 
 
Sales/Marketing 
Sales numbers continue to trend in a positive direction with only the Religious Conference industry and 
ALL market conventions slower to return based on continued use of hybrid/Zoom options. These 
markets are beginning to yield positive conversations for our sales staff. These lost revenues are being 
felt in not only the hotel sector, but restaurants/retail/parking are anxious for a full return to normal 
convention traffic. 
 











The CVB issued five sales leads in May with the potential of 534 hotel room nights. A total of seven 
events were booked in May for 3,405 booked room nights, for an estimated economic impact of 
$1,273,000. Throughout the month, the staff contacted 24 prospective organizations and reached out to 
112 events, which currently or previously met in Lincoln and conducted two inspection visits. Services 
were provided to 11 organizations hosting their events in the Lincoln community. 
 
Derek Bombeck attended the Sports ETA Symposium held in Fort Worth, TX on May 2-5. Bombeck 
participated in his last board of directors meeting, having served several years on the organization’s 
national board. He also had 24 face-to-face appointments with sports rights holders to discuss hosting 
an event in Lincoln and Lancaster County. He will continue to follow-up with these organizations over 
the upcoming months. 
 
Sports Nebraska conducted a meeting of the membership in LaVista at Werner Park on May 10. Derek 
Bombeck attended in-person and Derek Feyerherm attended via Zoom. Discussions at this meeting 
included formalizing the organization with Articles of Incorporation and by-laws. Additional topics 
covered upcoming national sports tradeshow attendance, marketing objectives and updates regarding 
sports facilities throughout the state. The coalition welcomed Gering/Scottsbluff County as a new 
participant.   
 
The Heartland Chapter of Meeting Professionals International (MPI) conducted its annual meeting in 
Omaha on May 18-19 with Kelsey Meyer in attendance. The Lincoln CVB was a sponsor of the event and 
had the opportunity to speak at a function regarding the benefits of hosting events in Lincoln. Meyer 
participated in numerous social networking events and developed new relationships with meeting 
planners based in Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota and Kansas. 
 
LINCOLN PARTNERSHIP FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Unemployment Update 



• 1.8%: Unemployment rate for the Lincoln Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) in April 2022. 
Unemployment peaked in April 2020 at 9.6%.  



 



• 5,361: Growth in the Lincoln MSA labor force between April 2021 and April 2022. With a current 
count of 191,195 individuals in the labor force, that equates to a percent change of 2.8% over 
the year. 



 



• 3,370: Growth in the Lincoln MSA non-farm employment between April 2021 and April 2022, 
equating to an over-the-year change of 2.0%. Manufacturing grew by 2.5% over the year, while 
the largest over-the-year changes occurred in leisure and hospitality, which grew by 10.0%, and 
trade, transportation and utilities, which grew by 3.6%. 



 



• 16,609: Current job openings posted on the NEworks website for the Lincoln MSA in April 2022. 
With 3,416 unemployed individuals, this means there were more than four posted job openings 
for every unemployed individual. There were 4,515 more job postings in April 2022 than in April 
2021. 



 
2022 Business Development Events  



• Community Venture Network - Project Presentation Event  



• Collision Conference - Tech/Startup Global Event  











• Business Recruitment Trip  



• MODEX - Distribution/Warehousing 



• MRO Americas - Advanced Manufacturing  



• IMTS - Advanced Manufacturing  



• IFT Food Expo - Food Manufacturing  



• Fabtech - Metal Manufacturing Show  



• Economix - Site Selector Networking Event  
 
Project Updates 
Project Big House is a light industrial manufacturing company looking to expand. After an initial search 
that included 27 different communities, Lincoln has been identified as one of four finalist locations. If 
Lincoln is selected, Project Big House will invest over $60M into a 400,000 sq.ft. manufacturing facility 
and employ over 600 within the first five years of operation. Lincoln continues to work with 
representatives to solidify our community as the ideal location for the project.  
 
Project Victory is a light industrial manufacturing company that is considering an expansion in 
Lincoln. The company currently completes all of their manufacturing operations overseas and is looking 
to bring this portion of their business domestic. LPED is working with company representatives to 
provide guidance and information on all of the advantages of expanding in Lincoln.  
 
Project Viking is an expansion of a thermoformed and injection molded product manufacturer. They are 
interested in Lincoln as a potential location to build a 300,000 sq.ft. facility. Project Viking will initially 
seek to employ 97 workers at an average salary of $58,000. Total investment for the project is planned 
to exceed $100M. LPED has submitted information on our community and a greenfield site that meets 
their requirements.  
 
Project Fastbreak is a dairy processing company considering Lincoln as a location for expansion. The 
company is looking for 35+ acres to invest $150M into a new 200,000 sq.ft. production facility. The 
company plans to hire 70 to 100 people to service this new location. LPED provided information about 
our community and identified a competitive site to locate.  
 
BRE 
Kevin Koester continues to lead our Business Retention and Expansion Program. Through this program, 
LPED proactively connects with existing businesses in order to understand and respond to their needs. 
We have had productive and insightful conversations with several business leaders from a variety of 
industries. These conversations often lead to opportunities for LPED to help leverage the resources 
available in our community to support the success of businesses of all sizes. Outreach will continue as 
we connect with more business leaders in our community. If your business would like to participate, 
please contact Kevin Koester at kkoester@selectlincoln.org. 
  
Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
 
LaunchLNK 2022 
LaunchLNK is a program of LPED that provides a $25,000 grant to early stages startups, as well as other 
services and connections. Nearly 100 pre-applications were submitted and nearly 40 full applications 
were completed. The LPED team and partners from Invest Nebraska, Nebraska Angels, Nelnet and 
NMotion participated in the interview process to select the following five companies to receive the 
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grant funds, a spot in Fluent’s LaunchLNK virtual accelerator and connections to our partners and 
mentors.  
 
FanWord, founded by Christopher Aumueller, is an athlete branding and storytelling company that 
specializes in building Name, Image and Likeness (NIL) solutions to help student-athletes grow, protect 
and monetize their personal brands. FanWord is currently working with approximately 6,000 student-
athletes and 25 athletic departments nationwide, including the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
University of Alabama, University of Kansas and many more.  
 
Senior Care Finder, founded by Christie and Heath Stukenholtz, is the only complete nationwide 
directory of all senior care services. Their goal is to offer the most comprehensive resource that allows 
care seekers to search, compare and find the best senior care. The platform allows care seekers to 
search by location or provider name, compare quality ratings and amenities and share their favorites 
with loved ones before contacting their preferred providers directly. Senior care providers are also 
elated to finally have a resource to help them cut through the clutter and promote their unique services 
to individuals seeking care, making the platform a win-win for everyone. 



Sentinel Fertigation, founded by Jackson Stansell, is an agricultural technology company that is 
leveraging multispectral imagery to anticipate crop nitrogen needs and provide proactive fertigation 
recommendations to farmers and their trusted advisors. Sentinel Fertigation’s N-Time™ FMS is a web-
based software built specifically for fertigation management. It provides reliable, data-driven fertigation 
recommendations to advisors and farmers and enhances the efficiency with which they manage 
fertigation operations. The technology behind the fertigation recommendations N-Time™ FMS provides 
was developed and tested at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Fertigation recommendations provided 
by N-Time™ FMS resulted in higher nitrogen fertilizer use efficiency than grower management in every 
on-farm research trial where recommendations were followed for every application. On average, these 
recommendations increased yield per unit nitrogen fertilizer applied by 25% versus grower 
management. Sentinel Fertigation’s mission is to improve farmers’ bottom line and minimize the 
environmental impact of irrigated agriculture through smart fertigation technology. 
 
Tiiga, founded by Jeff and Katy Tezak and Harrouna Malgoubri, is a baobab electrolyte drink mix that 
provides hydration and supports immune and gut health. It’s all natural, plant-based and gluten-free. It 
consists of a low calorie, low sugar, non-caffeinated, nutrient-dense and fiber-rich baobab fruit. This 
superfruit has been used as an energy source for thousands of years in African culture. Tiiga brings this 
power direct to consumers with an on-the-go drink mix.  
 
Little Movements Apparel, LLC, founded by Marissa Whalen and Lyndsey Haag, strives to bring women 
affordable activewear that gives them the confidence to move daily. At Little Movements, their newest 
goal is this - women of all sizes who lead an active lifestyle need sports bra support without those pesky 
removable pads. Little Movements Apparel plans to offer a high-impact sports bra, uniquely made with 
padding sewn in so you can have ultimate confidence through every workout. 
 
Building a Talent Pipeline 
 
Lincoln Manufacturing Council 
The Lincoln Manufacturing Council (LMC) advocates for manufacturing in Lincoln and includes 16 
manufacturers and nine additional supporting businesses and community partners. LMC created the 
Manufacturing Certificate course, providing free training to accepted individuals without previous 
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experience in the industry to enter into full-time, entry-level positions. The six-week training includes 
basic manufacturing principles (measurement, production, blueprint reading and work order 
interpretation) as well as soft skills and problem solving. Students participate in a job shadow 
opportunity and a career fair upon completion.  
 
LMC completed four manufacturing certificate courses in early 2022. Classes have been held in 
partnership with Cornhusker State Industries, Community Corrections Center of Lincoln, Lincoln Public 
Schools (Northeast High School and North Star High School), Community Action Partnership and Educare 
of Lincoln. Six individuals received their certificate after completing the class at Community Action 
Partnership on June 1; of which five have already applied and/or began working in manufacturing (plus 
one individual who began working in manufacturing during the course and decided not to complete the 
course). Eleven LPS students received the certificate on May 10 and eight women from the Community 
Correction Center of Lincoln received the certificate on May 11. 
 
LMC was awarded a grant by the City of Lincoln with the ARPA Workforce Development funds. LMC will 
receive about $2M to expand the number of classes available as well as create and launch an 
opportunity to further develop skills and knowledge: a Level 2 certificate program. With these funds, 
LMC will also subsize on-the-job training, purchase personal protective equipment to further reduce 
barriers to employment and develop visual media marketing materials. 
 
EmployLNK 
LPED hosted a new event, “OpportunityLNK Community & Career Expo” on May 19. About 100 job 
seekers attended, plus some additional family members and kids. This event was a product of LPED’s 
leadership with EmployLNK and in partnership with Catholic Social Services of Southern Nebraska. Job 
seekers and families were able to connect with more than 30 employers that were hiring and several 
community organizations that were there to support Lincoln families. Employers offered a wide range of 
job opportunities, from entry-level and youth employment to jobs requiring technical and professional 
experience. 
 
The Circle 
As organizational diversity and inclusion plans are becoming increasingly more common, we’ve 
developed several resources to help companies advance their goals. Our flagship initiative is called “The 
Circle.” Our mission is as follows:  
 
We are a community of people involved in designing, organizing, supporting and leading organizational 
diversity and inclusion efforts in and around Lincoln. We believe strongly in the power and the 
importance of diversity and inclusion, for our organizations and for our community. We meet to support 
each other, share resources and information and to move this work forward. We meet on the first Friday 
of each month from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m., and we try to do three things with our meetings: 
 



1. We try to make it easy for folks doing this work to find and connect with other folks doing this 
work. 



2. We try to learn from what local organizations are doing and have done relative to diversity and 
inclusion. 



3. We try to help each other get better, by sharing our experiences and expertise. 
 
 
 











Talent Forum  
LPED’s Talent Forum, a collaboration of the recruiters, talent managers and HR representatives at our 
investor companies, continues to meet on the third Friday of every other month. The MyTern program 
was an idea born in a Talent Forum meeting in early 2016; it has been richly rewarding to see an idea 
born out of a brainstorming meeting turn into a full-fledged program that’s engaged some of the top 
talent in the city. 
 
Expanding Talent Pools 
Last year, we launched the Expanding Talent Pools series, a recruiting and hiring workshop that 
emphasizes inclusivity. Each session will feature expert insights and best practices. Sessions will cover 
hiring refugees/immigrants, people with disabilities, formerly incarcerated people, opportunities for 
youth and how to connect the recently unemployed. Learn how to successfully tap into available talent 
pools in Lincoln that are sometimes overlooked or underutilized. 
 
MyTern: A community immersion experience for Lincoln interns 
Hundreds of students accept internships in Lincoln every summer. For today's young job seekers, place 
is just as important as opportunity when it comes to accepting a job offer. The good news? Lincoln's a 
pretty great place to live. MyTern, a program from the Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development, 
will ensure that their out-of-office experience is as enriching as their work. 
 
MyTern connects interns from a variety of industries, backgrounds and hometowns with engaging 
activities and networking opportunities. The program features two exclusive networking events and two 
Table for Ten lunches designed to get an inside look at the best parts of living in Lincoln. Whether 
they’ve grown up in Lincoln or they’re here for the first time this summer, MyTern will help connect 
your interns to new people and activities. Visit selectlincoln.org/lincoln-life/mytern for more 
information. 
 
Cost of Living 
One of the Partnership’s duties is reporting for the ACCRA Cost of Living Index (COLI). Partnership staff 
compiles the required items due to ACCRA in putting together the report which is released quarterly. 
The 2022 1st Quarter report is as follows:  
 



 Composite Grocery Housing Utilities Transportation Health Care MISC 
Lincoln 89.4 92.9 76.9 84.9 98.0 107.6 97.1 
Ames, IA 93.1 105.7 80.3 95.0 98.1 100.6 96.0 
Madison, WI  103.3 102.7 102.4 106.2 96.7 117.1 103.3 
Boulder, CO* 106.7 88.3 136.6 77.8 107.9 89.0 98.7 
        



*Boulder is part of the Denver Combined Statistical Area 



For more information or for direct comparisons to other communities, contact Luke Peltz at 
lpeltz@selectlincoln.org or 402.436.2373. 
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Wheat disease update
 


LINCOLN, Neb. -- On June 9, the first wheat field day of 2022 was held in Jefferson
County in southeast Nebraska in a grower’s field where a state variety trial is planted.
Only trace levels of foliar fungal diseases, mainly Septorial tritici blotch, were observed in
the grower’s field. There al...
 


Read More   
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Youth Crop
Scouting
Competition —
connecting youth
with crops
 


LINCOLN, Neb. -- Looking for a fun club
project? Want to unite your club
members? Running out of ideas for club
meetings? If you answered, “yes” to any
of these questions, help is on the way!
Nebraska Extension is pleased to
present the ninth annual Crop Scouting
Competition for Nebraska you...
 


Read More   
 


 


Hereford Feedout
Program success
continues
 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. -- Hereford
breeders and commercial users of
Hereford genetics enrolled a record
number of steers in the 2022 Hereford
Feedout Program to find out how their
genetics perform in the feedlot and on
the rail. Cattle arrived at HRC Feed
Yards in Scott City, Kan., in December
for a fe...
 


Read More   
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AFBF and NPPC tell Supreme Court
Proposition 12 is unconstitutional
 


WASHINGTON -- The American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) and National Pork
Producers Council (NPPC) filed a brief with the U.S. Supreme Court challenging the
constitutionality of California’s Proposition 12. The state law seeks to ban the sale of pork
from hogs that don’t meet the state’s arb...
 


Read More   
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FFA members
prepare for careers
in plant systems
pathways
 


INDIANAPOLIS -- This summer, 45 FFA
members from across the country will
arrive in St. Louis, Mo., to explore
careers in the plant industry. It’s all part
of the Next Gen Conference offered by
the National FFA Organization. The
Next Gen Conference, which began in
2020, focuses on specific pathw...
 


Read More   
 


 


Key policy issues
lead NPPC
strategic agenda at
Work Pork Expo
 


DES MOINES, Iowa -- A panel led by
National Pork Producers Council
(NPPC) experts at World Pork Expo
discussed the pork industry’s current
policy priorities that are vital to
producers’ livelihoods and the future
success of the industry. As part of the
pork industry’s long-range strategic
plan...
 


Read More   
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Sign up open for
2022 College
Aggies Online
scholarship
competition
 


WASHINGTON -- The Animal
Agriculture Alliance recently announced
that its annual College Aggies Online
(CAO) scholarship program will return
this fall, kicking off September 12. This
nine-week program brings together
college students from across the
country to help them become confident
communicator...
 


Read More   
 


 


Agoro Carbon
Alliance distributes
$9M to farmers
across the U.S.
 


TAMPA, Fla. -- Agoro Carbon
Alliance has distributed more than $9
million in payments to U.S. farmers and
ranchers in its first year, carving a
unique position in the carbon farming
market. “We are extremely proud of the
company’s success in th...
 


Read More   
 


O N  T H E  L I G H T E R  S I D E
 


 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.morningagclips.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FA5FbCImzxGb6yZAogfGlsg~~%2FAARFZwA~%2FRgRkiuOoP0RjaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubW9ybmluZ2FnY2xpcHMuY29tL3NpZ24tdXAtb3Blbi1mb3ItMjAyMi1jb2xsZWdlLWFnZ2llcy1vbmxpbmUtc2Nob2xhcnNoaXAtY29tcGV0aXRpb24vVwNzcGNCCmKaqV6oYj3ryORSGmFudGhvbnkuZ29pbnNAbmVicmFza2EuZ292WAQAAAAA&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cdadf091bc07b446e84bf08da4dee2973%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637907982552816033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SUq5nUxaiAQVbdotXoy200l1InM4hffGutadcy4pPAg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.morningagclips.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fbx7bVGEu8S9UPCgwejuuzA~~%2FAARFZwA~%2FRgRkiuOoP0QgaHR0cHM6Ly9hZ29yb2NhcmJvbmFsbGlhbmNlLmNvbS9XA3NwY0IKYpqpXqhiPevI5FIaYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3ZYBAAAAAA~&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cdadf091bc07b446e84bf08da4dee2973%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637907982552816033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AqRQF2aiafD7Gf%2B2JbAvAO8kytnDZFob%2Fd5EanBOsEY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.morningagclips.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fbx7bVGEu8S9UPCgwejuuzA~~%2FAARFZwA~%2FRgRkiuOoP0QgaHR0cHM6Ly9hZ29yb2NhcmJvbmFsbGlhbmNlLmNvbS9XA3NwY0IKYpqpXqhiPevI5FIaYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3ZYBAAAAAA~&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cdadf091bc07b446e84bf08da4dee2973%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637907982552816033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AqRQF2aiafD7Gf%2B2JbAvAO8kytnDZFob%2Fd5EanBOsEY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.morningagclips.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FidlNmekbP4CQWBUgLjf7xA~~%2FAARFZwA~%2FRgRkiuOoP0ReaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubW9ybmluZ2FnY2xpcHMuY29tL2Fnb3JvLWNhcmJvbi1hbGxpYW5jZS1kaXN0cmlidXRlcy05bS10by1mYXJtZXJzLWFjcm9zcy10aGUtdS1zL1cDc3BjQgpimqleqGI968jkUhphbnRob255LmdvaW5zQG5lYnJhc2thLmdvdlgEAAAAAA~~&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cdadf091bc07b446e84bf08da4dee2973%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637907982552816033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AGxqArcbvY7uhaC54scJhgjIeAdvgU7I0wxXb%2FVSpfc%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.morningagclips.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F4u4EOu-_t_1lYqh82Ox3dg~~%2FAARFZwA~%2FRgRkiuOoP0Q4aHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rLm1vcm5pbmdhZ2NsaXBzLmNvbS8_YT05MTMmbj00Mjc4NjAmdD1uJmw9cjRXA3NwY0IKYpqpXqhiPevI5FIaYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3ZYBAAAAAA~&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cdadf091bc07b446e84bf08da4dee2973%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637907982552816033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fr%2FMRexGwD6v9vAoDBgpumDGdDD48bxKx0JIlUlJ7CI%3D&reserved=0





 


Surfing therapy dog reaches $1M milestone
in charitable donations
 


SACRAMENTO -- Surf Dog Ricochet, the legendary first-ever canine assisted surf therapy
dog and certified goal-directed therapy dog has reached a milestone of raising over... $1
million dollars for human and animal causes! On top of the $1 million dollars raised,
she also provi...
 


Read More   
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Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
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From: Kopsa, Ryan <Ryan.Kopsa@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 1:32 PM
To: Kopsa, Ryan <Ryan.Kopsa@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Pinkerman, Justin <Justin.Pinkerman@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Governor's Office Daily Update - 6-30-20
 


 
Governor
OWH: Coronavirus restrictions will loosen next Monday in final four Nebraska counties
Govn’t Technology: Three States Renew COVID-19 Contracts, Despite Slow Ramp-up
Time: We Have a Cheap, Effective Way to Keep Ourselves Safer From COVID-19. Why Are We Fighting
About It?
 
Coronavirus
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AP: Nebraska reports 18,899 coronavirus cases, 267 deaths
Scottsbluff SH: 19 new cases, 15 recoveries announced
LJS: 21 new coronavirus cases reported Monday in Lincoln
KLKN: More reported COVID-19 cases linked to bars than protests, officials say
OWH: Frost says Nebraska football is 'elbows deep' into plan to manage its way through pandemic
GII: Central District Health Department to move to Phase 3 Directed Health Measure on July 6
LJS: Nebraska faring better than nation during pandemic economic hit
 
State Capitol
Columbus Telegram: Foley visits Platte County Museum; museum sees increase in attendence
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Invasive emerald ash borer found in central Nebraska for first time
OWH: OPS board votes to move start of school year to Aug. 11, require masks for all
LJS: Nebraskans react to Supreme Court decision on abortion case
 
Opinion
OWH: Terrie Jackson Miller: It's time to understand our society and change our norms
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Make it a public utility
2.       Information release was justified
3.       Great to see inspiring young people
4.       Justice for Poindexter
5.       Political correctness
6.       Fireworks put pets under stress


LJS Local View: It's a money game now
LJS Letters


1.       Counties know risks the best
2.       Governor risking public health
3.       Vote is about future of young
4.       Delegation not representing state


 
National/Federal
OWH: Nebraska GOP chairman: Party flyer targeting legislative candidate 'crossed the line'
Iowa Capital Dispatch: Nebraska and Iowa senators join flared-up fight over ethanol
 


OWH: Coronavirus restrictions will loosen next Monday in final four Nebraska counties
 
The four Nebraska counties that remain under tougher coronavirus restrictions than the rest of the state
will see their rules ease Monday.
Dakota, Hall, Hamilton and Merrick Counties will join the rest of the state under Phase 3 directed health
measures, which means they’ll be able to further open large gatherings, bars, restaurants, child care
centers and a number of other places.
Specifically, bars and restaurants will be able to go up to 100% of capacity, and people will be allowed to
sit at the bar.
Gyms, salons, barbershops and various parlors can go to 75% of occupancy.
Arenas, theaters, fairgrounds, festivals and stadiums can go up to 50% of rated occupancy indoors and
75% outdoors. Maximum attendance is not to exceed 10,000. Within that, groups can’t have more than



http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Directed-Health-Measures.aspx





eight people, and groups are suggested to be 6 feet apart.
Hospitals and other health centers can schedule surgeries as they see fit. Child care centers can expand,
with limits.
Parades, carnivals, midways, dances, street dances and beer gardens remain prohibited.
Gov. Pete Ricketts has not determined when a move to Phase 4 of the health measures will begin, but
the state has provided a description of what that stage will include so that counties can begin planning.
Bars, restaurants, child care centers, churches, weddings, funerals, sports and many other gatherings
and businesses would be removed from the health measures, but recommendations would remain.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


Govn’t Technology: Three States Renew COVID-19 Contracts, Despite Slow Ramp-up
 
When state governments began calling for private-sector help in the fight against coronavirus earlier
this year, that call was met by a cadre of tech companies from Utah.
The affiliates of Silicon Slopes, a nonprofit that represents the state's tech start-up community, launched
a new public-private partnership to assist governments as they tackled challenges like test deployment,
virus-tracking and data collection.     
The initiative was led by health-care vendor Nomi Health, marketing analytics firm Domo, and Qualtrics,
an online survey software company. Together, the companies had all been in talks to provide what they
called a unified "crisis response service" for state governments — a means for officials to augment and
extend testing efforts.
Josh Walker, co-founder and COO of Nomi, told Government Technology that his company saw an
opportunity to fill in the gaps where governments were struggling with the scale of COVID test
deployment and virus tracking. 
"A number of organizations in states were trying to determine what their response would be to [the]
coming pandemic, and you had fears that hospitals would be overrun," Walker said. "As we raised our
hand in Utah initially to help the state respond to the pandemic, it became very apparent that what was
missing around the U.S. was a body to bring together all those disparate point solutions that were
powerful in and of themselves but that needed to be knitted together to create a comprehensive
strategy and solution."  
The collaboration began in Utah, where the companies struck a deal with Gov. Gary Herbert's
administration to help launch TestUtah. The program offered a number of services, including a symptom
testing website and physical testing sites. While the services were initially offered for free, the
companies eventually expanded their services, signing around $11 million in contracts with the state. 
After this initial burst of success in Utah, the companies saw the opportunity to expand.
MORE STATES JOIN THE EFFORT
Advertising their services to other governments, the companies quickly garnered partnerships in
Nebraska and Iowa. Beset by the unpredictable virus and facing anxious constituencies, the
administrations in both states hurriedly used emergency buying powers to sign no-bid
contracts amounting to $27 million and $26 million, respectively. 
Under those contracts, the vendors promised to deliver an all-in-one solution to augment state and
municipal testing efforts: Qualtrics would deliver an accessible symptom checking website; Domo would
provide data sharing and analytics solutions to state officials; Nomi, meanwhile, would act as an overall
coordinator for the organizations and processes at play providing materials for pop-up test sites and
connecting vendors, state health agencies and public officials.
State administrations would staff and run the testing sites themselves. As Nebraska Gov. Pete
Ricketts explained during a press conference, the companies would "deliver the test kits and really kind
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of make it a turnkey delivery for us with regard to machines, the test kits and all that sort of thing.
Though we will be here in the state of Nebraska managing that lab. It’ll be Nebraskans that are running
it. It’ll be Nebraskans who are running the test sites and so forth." 
"We became essentially what is the general contractor, the connective tissue, amongst a number of
solutions coming together to [produce] a comprehensive ... statewide COVID testing response-as-a-
service," said Walker, about Nomi's role in the projects. 
The companies appear to have positioned themselves to develop similar contracts nationwide with
Domo apparently registering similar website domains for all fifty states — TestFlorida.com and
TestTexas.com, for example. 
Yet, some say what followed in Utah, Iowa and Nebraska fell short of the ideal public-private
partnership, pointing to trouble ramping up to meet testing demand and questions over test accuracy.
Lawmakers in all three states asked administrations end the contracts. 
Now the company contracted to conduct the actual tests, Co-Diagnostics, is being sued by one of its
investors, which alleges that the company engaged in a "pump and dump" scheme to up their stock
price through exaggerated claims. 
The lawsuits claims that Co-Diagnostics announced in early May that its test was 100 percent accurate,
but that those claims were not accurate. The company has said that it doesn't agree with the allegations
in the lawsuit, providing a statement to Government Technology that says the company “stands behind
the quality of our technology platform, and performance of our testing products. We intend to
vigorously defend this matter." 
A represenative for Nomi also defended the testing company, explaining in a statement that "despite
political chatter from senators, health experts and the FDA are all confident in Co-Diagnostics tests, and
there have now been more than four third-party validations of them. If the FDA were not, the test would
not be used."  
A LARGE-SCALE OPERATION   
The ambitions of these public-private partnerships were immense: to stand up large-scale testing
procedures in numerous communities across multiple states in a tight time frame, with immense public
pressure in the background.   
Adminstrations in Iowa and Nebraska have so far disregarded much of the criticism of the partnerships. 
Gov. Pete Ricketts' office in Nebraska could not be reached for comment for this article, but has
consistently defended its program. The office of Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, meanwhile, said in an email
to Government Technology that the program had significantly improved since its launch. 
In Utah, where these partnerships began, the longterm future of the program isn't totally clear. Local
news reports suggest that the partnership between the state and Nomi Health had been renewed as of
mid-June, but a spokesperson for the governor's office said the agreement is under review.
"The contract is under review to assess the effectiveness before renewing it," said Brooke Scheffler,
public information officer for the Utah Governor's Office, in a recent email. 
In May, suspicions about test accuracy cropped up when it was reported that TestUtah was returning an
unusually low rate of positive test results. This spurred various reviews of the program's testing process. 
Meanwhile, in Iowa, rollout of TestIowa was criticized for being slow to scale to the goal of 3,000 tests
per day that was established at the outset of the program.
Tricia Kitzmann, Community Health Division manager with Linn County Public Health, said in an email
that as of June 9, a total of 1,043 county residents had been tested through TestIowa. The test site in
Linn County, Iowa's second most populous county, has been operating since the beginning of May.  
Kitzmann also revealed that initially, many of the tests they received were inconclusive or showed
inconsistencies, though Kitzmann said that in the past few weeks things have improved.
"The data we are receiving now is much cleaner and [involves] very little duplications and inconclusive
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tests," she said.
Nomi's Walker said that the test materials for the sites were provided by the company, but that the sites
were staffed and run by government agencies. The capacity to add 3,000 tests a day was a goal set by
state governments themselves, which Nomi's infrastructure was provided to accomodate, he said.  
"TestIowa is just one tool individuals can use to get a COVID-19 test," said Pat Garrett, spokesman for
Gov. Reynolds' office, in regards to criticism of its rollout. "That being said, we have significantly ramped
up testing and we now have TestIowa clinic sites, in addition to drive up sites."
In Nebraska, meanwhile, available testing options have irked disability rights groups for their lack of
accessibility, something several local Democrats have swiftly criticized the Republican governor for. That
particular criticism, however, also applies to many of the country's pop-up test sites, which require a car
and do not appear to be designed with disabled people in mind. 
"We've worked very hard to support the state in making sure that those who need and want access to
the program can get access to it," Walker said. "Ultimate decisions around how that's done, how that's
accomplished, is left up to the state, who is running and directing the program." 
Indeed, all three states recently decided to renew contracts to continue the programs, with Utah
extending through mid-July. The programs have definitively helped widen the scope of testing efforts;
governments are still expanding these efforts, too. In May, Iowa was able to nearly double its testing
capacity, going from some 1,400 tests per day to a little over 3,000. It's not totally clear how much of
that was because of TestIowa, according to the Des Moines Register. 
"The uniqueness of the solution has really been a convergence of taking technology and applying it in
new ways to help states respond to a crisis," Walker said. "Through this process, the programs that
we've been able to stand up are now available to 8.3 million people across the state. We've done more
than a million assessments. We've tested through these programs more than 150,000 individuals. And
our average turn around time is about 40 hours." 
"From that perspective, it's been wonderful to be a part of the state's response efforts on a big level,"
he added. 
By Lucas Ropek
 


Time: We Have a Cheap, Effective Way to Keep Ourselves Safer From COVID-19. Why Are
We Fighting About It?
 
At long last, we have made a truly game-changing scientific breakthrough in preventing the spread of
COVID-19. The impact of this breakthrough seems almost too good to be true.
We have found a disease control tool that, when used properly, can dramatically reduce the person-to-
person transmission of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. Studies have shown that this tool
could reduce transmission by somewhere between 50% and 85%. The tool is cheap and remarkably low-
tech. You can even make one at home. It has no significant side effects. And with each passing day, the
scientific research showing the tool’s effectiveness gets stronger and stronger.
If this tool were a vaccine or medicine, we’d be high-fiving each other and popping the champagne,
knowing we’d discovered a crucial means to help prevent the spread of the pandemic.
I’m talking, of course, about face masks—cloth, surgical, or even a bandanna. Face masks block the
spread of respiratory droplets that can carry the novel coronavirus. But just as with so many other
aspects of the response to COVID-19—including mass testing, contact tracing, and the early use of stay-
at-home orders—the U.S. is once again squandering this opportunity.
In many countries that have so far successfully controlled their COVID-19 epidemics, public health
leaders, politicians, and the public have fully embraced the use of face masks with no hint of
controversy. A recent study found that countries where masks were widely used soon after their COVID-
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19 outbreak began were more likely to keep their death rates low and to have a shorter outbreak.
Countries like Hong Kong, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam that quickly adopted masking,
along with other control measures such as social distancing and track and trace, have reported fewer
than 6 deaths per million residents as a result of COVID-19.
Yet in the U.S., where the death rate from COVID-19 is now 379 per million people, face masks have
been weaponized for partisan purposes. Taking their cues from President Trump, who has refused to
appear on camera wearing a face mask and has said that Americans who wear masks are doing so to
show their disapproval of him, many of his supporters now see wearing a face mask as an affront to
personal liberty. According to the Washington Post, Republican leaders “are less likely to mandate them,
and Republican voters are more likely to forgo, and even scorn, them.” Health officials who have
promoted mask mandates have quit their jobs after receiving death threats.
As a result of this alarming polarization, only 18 states and the District of Columbia are mandating face
masks in public across the whole state. Only two—Massachusetts and Maryland—have Republican
governors. Meanwhile, many Republican-led states are actively trying to subvert local measures.
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has gone so far as to say he will withhold federal coronavirus relief
funds from local governments if they try and mandate mask use in their places of work.
Rejecting face masks inevitably means embracing more COVID-19 cases and deaths. One
U.S. study found that states with a mandate had a more rapid decline in daily growth rates of COVID-19
and estimated that mask use prevented up to 450,000 cases of COVID-19 by May 22, 2020. And while
researchers at the University of Washington now predict that the U.S. could reach 180,000 COVID-19
deaths by October, they say we could prevent 33,000 of these deaths—more than half of the new
deaths the model projects—if at least 95% of people wear a mask.
That’s right. We can avert the deaths of 33,000 of our parents, grandparents, siblings, co-workers,
teachers, bus drivers, mail carriers, nurses and store and factory workers by just sticking a one-dollar
piece of cloth over our noses and mouths.
So what’s stopping us? One problem is the “me first” culture in the U.S., in which anti-maskers claim
that their right to go around unmasked in public matters more than saving lives. What they don’t seem
to get is that while masks may protect the wearer, the more important reason for wearing them is
to protect others. If you are infected but don’t know it—because you have no symptoms
(“asymptomatic infection”) or the symptoms have not yet appeared (“pre-symptomatic infection”)—a
mask reduces the risk that you will spread the virus to others around you.
What’s more, the higher the proportion of people who wear masks, the lower the risk that the
coronavirus will spread through the community, akin to herd immunity after vaccination. Once a certain
percentage of people, known as a “herd,” is vaccinated (e.g. 95% in the case of measles vaccine), then
the unvaccinated people also become protected. Similarly, mass masking provides benefits across a
whole community.
This is why it is so important for governments to issue and enforce mask mandates. Not surprisingly,
the rate of mask use is much higher in states with mandates. The highest rates of mask use (60%-70%)
are in the Northeast—Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, all of which have
statewide mandates. The lowest rates (under 10%) are in Arizona, Indiana and Tennessee, none of
which have state mandates.
COVID-19 cases are on the rise in again 31 states—and growing exponentially in crisis states like Arizona,
Texas, and Florida that acted much too quickly to reopen businesses. The only way to control the
dramatic rise in these “humanitarian catastrophe” states will be to reinstate full lockdowns and
mandatory social distancing. Mass masking isn’t the way to end a huge surge in COVID-19. Instead, it is
one of the ways that we can help avoid repeated cycles of lockdown and release. There is plenty of
evidence from countries around the world that widespread mask wearing—in combination with 2
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meters of social distancing, handwashing, and track and trace testing—will allow us to more safely do
the things we so desperately want and need to do: go back to work, reopen schools, see friends and
family, and restart our economy.
But to have any success, we need to reframe and depoliticize the wearing of face masks. I have been
encouraged to see some Republicans—including Mitch McConnell, Marco Rubio, Arnold
Schwarzenegger and even Dick Cheney—publicly endorse the importance of wearing masks. That
support needs to gain steam in state legislatures and governor’s offices. Leaders further need to
strongly and publicly condemn the fringe who are spreading misinformation about masks and openly
flouting public health guidelines.
Wearing a face mask is not is sign of weakness. It is an act of solidarity, an expression that all of us—
Democrats, Republicans and Independents—have a role to play in defeating one of the greatest public
health challenges we have faced in our lifetimes.
By Gavin Yamey
 


AP: Nebraska reports 18,899 coronavirus cases, 267 deaths
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska health officials say the number of reported coronavirus cases in the
state is approaching 19,000.
As of Monday, the state reported 18,899 cases of COVID-19, according to the Nebraska’s online
coronavirus tracker. That is an increase of 375 cases since Friday evening.
The number of deaths linked to the coronavirus outbreak in the state increased by 1 to 267 between
Friday and Monday.
More than two-thirds of the coronavirus cases reported in the state are in five Nebraska counties:
Douglas, Dakota, Lancaster, Hall and Sarpy counties. Each of those counties has reported more than
1,000 cases.
The state said that 41% of Nebraska’s hospital beds, 49% of its intensive care beds and 79% of its
ventilators remained available Monday.
For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough, that
clear up in two to three weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness.
Out of the 18,899 cases of coronavirus in the state, 13,322 people have recovered.
 


Scottsbluff SH: 19 new cases, 15 recoveries announced
 
The Panhandle Public Health District added 19 COVID-19 cases to its total over the weekend.
During a Unified Command briefing on Monday, Scotts Bluff County Health Director Paulette Schnell said
one new case was confirmed in Cheyenne County, two in Sheridan County, five in Scotts Bluff County
and 11 in Morrill County.
Investigations are still underway in the cases of a Cheyenne County woman and a Sheridan County
woman both in their 20s, as well as a woman in her 30s and one in her 40s in Morrill County. Two
Morrill County cases, a man in his 60s and one in his 70s are also under investigation.
The remaining Sheridan County case, a woman in her 50s, was determined to be a close contact along
with two Morrill County women in their 50s and a teen boy. Scotts Bluff County also had several cases
that were determined to be close contacts, which means an individual was less than six feet away
another person with COVID-19 for 15 minutes or more. Those cases include two women in their 20s,
one in her 30s, and a man in his 40s.
The rest of the cases were community spread and included a woman in her 30s in Scotts Bluff County,
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and, in Morrill County, a woman in her 50s and a man in his 20s, one in his 30s and one in his 40s.
PPHD director Kim Engel said there is concern about the rise in community spread cases, which can’t be
traced back to a specific person.
“I wasn’t the one investigating the cases,” Engel said of those in Morrill county. “I know some of them
spread from an event. Many are community spread and we can’t figure out the cause … we’re puzzled
with this one.”
The Camp Clarke Stampede Rodeo, a Morrill County tradition, is still set to go ahead this week.
“We went through many different methods on how to have a safe event,” Engel said. “Spectators will be
asked to sit in groups of eight or less, and six feet apart.”
There will be other changes, she said, but the rodeo is set to take place.
Three Morrill County cases and 12 from Scotts Bluff County were moved from active to recovered. A
total of 298 positives have been reported in the Panhandle Public Health District since March 2. Of
those, 185 have recovered and 110 remain active.
There have been a total of 33 hospitalizations, with four currently hospitalized. Three elderly Panhandle
residents have died as a result of COVID-19.
During the briefing, members of Unified Command shared information about assistance available
through the Community Cares Program, which offers direct assistance to charitable and provider
organizations who have experienced loss or an increase in expenses.
Three grants are available. The first will be for 501c3 organizations and select provider organizations
who are licensed in the state and will consist of a $12,000 onetime payment. The applications for this
grant are open from now until July 6 and awardees will be notified by July 15.
The second grant will be a more traditional grant, and will include behavioral health regional authorities
and other behavioral health entities. This is a competitive grant and awards will range between $50,000
and $2 million. Applications will be accepted from July 1-8 and will be evaluated by the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services. Awards will be announced around July 15.
The third will be a one-time payment of $250 for in-home childcare providers, $500 for childcare
centers and $500 for houses of worship to be used for PPE and cleaning supplies. Applications will be
accepted July 6-12 and awards will be announced July 20.
Information and guidelines are available at https://bit.ly/NECOMCARES.
Officials are also reminding individuals and businesses to take precautions and follow quarantine
guidelines. Anyone determined to be a close contact must quarantine for 14 days even if they test
negative. This means monitoring symptoms, staying home and away from others, and contacting a
health care provider.
The public is also encouraged to continue wearing masks and practicing social distancing.
“Until we get a vaccine, I think our lives will have to adjust to this new normal,” Engel said.
By Kamie Stephen
 


LJS: 21 new coronavirus cases reported Monday in Lincoln
 
Lancaster County reported 21 new cases of COVID-19 on Monday, as concern grows over the increase in
cases among people under 40 years old. 
At the beginning of May, people under 40 accounted for 40% of confirmed coronavirus cases, said
interim Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director Pat Lopez during a news conference
Monday. The 40-and-under age group now accounts for 65% of all cases, she said.
Lancaster County has had a total of 1,718 cases. The number of recoveries is up from 547 on Friday to
599. The local death toll remained at 12. 
Bryan Health continues to see a steady decline in the number of patients in its hospitals with COVID-19.
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The health system said Monday that only four people with the virus were hospitalized, and only one
patient was on a ventilator.
That's the lowest number of ventilated patients since April 13 and the lowest number of overall patients
since April 19.
Lincoln has seen a steady decline in coronavirus cases, with only 87 last week, the first time in two
months weekly cases were below 100.
People should strongly reconsider out-of-state summer travel plans, as many states,  including
California, Arizona, Texas and Florida, are seeing record highs of new cases, Lopez said.
As the Fourth of July approaches, people should avoid large gatherings, maintain social distancing and
keep hand sanitizer on hand during any "pandemic celebrations," Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said during
the news conference. 
"You can think about it this way," Gaylor Baird said. "You can best celebrate our nation on its birthday by
protecting yourself and others."
Test Nebraska will be at North Star High School from 8 a.m. to noon and 1-5 p.m. on Wednesday and
Thursday. Testing is open to all Lancaster County residents by appointment only.
By Sofia Saric
 


KLKN: More reported COVID-19 cases linked to bars than protests, officials say
 
More people who tested positive for COVID-19 in Lancaster County in the past month reported going to
bars than attending protests, health officials said Monday.
Pat Lopez, Interim Director of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, said the surge in people
under 40 testing positive in recent weeks is concerning.
Lopez reiterated statistics presented last Friday, which showed 293 of the 452 (about 65%) reported
cases in June have been people in that age range. Last week, that number rose to 73%, with 25% of the
cases being people under the age of 20, she said.
Channel 8 Eyewitness News asked if recent protests, which in some cases drew hundreds of people,
contributed to the increased number.
Lopez said contact tracers have had few reports of people who said they attended protests.
“In general, people are pretty open about where they’ve been and where they’ve been exposed,” she
said. “We haven’t had – very rarely – anyone who participated in a protest.”
Many of the cases have come from people who went to bars, social gatherings, camping or participated
in team sports without masks, Lopez said. Bars have been the most common, she said.
Bars have been linked to increased case numbers in several states. In Texas, Gov. Greg Abbott’s
announced that bars would again be shuttered, a day after the state reported a record high of nearly
6,000 confirmed cases. Some Iowa bars and other businesses are voluntarily closing their doors amid an
increase in confirmed coronavirus cases. Florida banned alcohol consumption at its bars Friday as its
daily confirmed coronavirus cases neared 9,000, a new record that is almost double the previous mark
set just two days ago.
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird announced 21 new cases on Monday, bringing the community total to 1,718.
Overall, the area has seen the average number weekly cases drop to an average of 17 new cases per
day. The overall positivity rate dropped from 6.6% to 6.5% – well below the state rate of 10.8%.
Hospitalizations for COVID-19 also saw new lows, with only 12 patients (7 from Lancaster County) in
Lincoln hospitals. Two of the patients were on ventilators.
Reported recoveries increased from 547 on Friday to 599 on Monday.
 All Lancaster County residents, regardless of whether they have symptoms, can get tested through Test
Nebraska.
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Lopez stressed the importance of young people to get tested, even if they may not be experiencing
symptoms or a serious reaction to the virus.
“It is critical especially as they’re out more and in large gatherings,” she said.
Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, shortness of breath, repeated shaking with chills, repeated
muscle pain, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell.
You can begin the process of getting tested with a free online risk assessment available at
BryanHealth.com and CHIHealth.com.  Testing is by appointment only. Bryan Health offers drive-through
testing at LifePointe, 7501 S. 27th Street.  CHI Health St. Elizabeth offers drive-through testing site at
North Star High School, 5801 N. 33rd Street.
Test Nebraska will be at Lincoln at North Star High School, 5801 N. 33rd St., 8 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, July 1-2.  Testing is by appointment only.  Begin the process with a free
online risk assessment at TestNebraska.com.
LLCHD will host a free testing event from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 30 for minority residents and
those for whom English is a second language.  Testing will be done on the south side of the building in
the parking lot next to Woods Park.  Residents do not need to have symptoms to be tested.  Registration
is required and appointments can be made by calling 402-441-8006.
By Brent BonFleur
 


OWH: Frost says Nebraska football is 'elbows deep' into plan to manage its way through
pandemic
 
LINCOLN — Adrian Martinez was supposed to fly back to Nebraska out of Los Angeles International
Airport. But the medical experts being used by Nebraska’s football program suggested an airport with
less traffic. So Martinez flew out from a different spot.
This was late March, near the first peak of the coronavirus pandemic, and while Martinez was voluntarily
choosing to return to Lincoln and NU’s campus, the Husker brass — led by coach Scott Frost and his
chief of staff, Gerrod Lambrecht — had already planned, and begun to enact, a way for Martinez to
come back safely without putting himself, or the community, in danger.
Martinez flew in and was directed to move quickly through the airport — no bathroom break, touching
nothing — to a waiting car that had already been equipped with a divider. From there, he was driven to
his home, where Martinez waited until April 3, when Nebraska first administered COVID-19 tests to a
core group. Other athletes flying in from out of state were taken to a suite-style dorm on campus and
given a room number with a key taped to the door.
Since then, NU has tested more than 250 student-athletes and staff several times. Eight have tested
positive, two of whom are in other sports.
Of the six connected to the football program, three — two players and a coach — tested positive upon
their arrival. Just three players, over nearly three months, tested positive based on community spread
after their arrival.
None of the football players, Frost said, have had symptoms beyond a sore throat, a one-day fever spike
or a two-day loss of taste and smell. One player who tested positive, Frost said, was asymptomatic.
Frost said Nebraska had never made a firm decision not to release case numbers, and the decision to
announce them Monday was not related to a World-Herald story last week covering their lack of
release. Other schools such as Clemson, Kansas State, Oklahoma State and Iowa have been reporting
positive tests, but roughly half of FBS schools, according to an Associated Press survey, have declined.
“We’ve been elbows deep in this situation for a long time,” Frost said in a scout room nestled on the
second floor of Memorial Stadium. “As other schools decided to release that information, we’ve been
talking for a month (about) doing an interview like this because we want Nebraskans to feel like we did







this in a safe way.”
Nebraska’s positive test cases are nowhere near the spikes seen at Clemson (37 positives) or Kansas
State, which suspended voluntary workouts for 14 days after 14 players tested positive. While other
schools brought back many of their players in a short time frame, Nebraska stretched out its return in
waves, starting with the core group in late March. The final wave — mostly walk-ons — won’t arrive
until mid-July.
Frost credited Lambrecht, associate director of football operations Andrew Sims, nutrition guru Dave
Ellis, strength coach Zach Duval, head trainer Mark Mayer, NU’s administrative leaders and two
University of Nebraska Medical Center experts — Dr. Steven Hinrichs and Dr. Scott Koepsell — for their
help in administering the plan.
Lambrecht typed up a document full of suggestions, pointers and potential pitfalls that was distributed
to the rest of the Big Ten. Nebraska doesn’t know, to what extent, its plan has been followed by other
schools.
Frost just knows the plan has been “efficient” for Nebraska. Lambrecht said it was “obvious” that most
players would return to Nebraska at some point over the summer regardless of what they were told.
“So the idea that it was managed in a way that protected Nebraska and protected Lincoln was of
paramount concern,” Lambrecht said, adding that the safety of the players was equally important.
NU’s staff talks to players repeatedly about their social behavior and the “best, safest, smartest way to
conduct themselves,” Lambrecht said. When players returned to the state, they were placed in
categories of driving and flying back into the state. If players drove into Nebraska from the north, east or
south, Lambrecht said, they were generally asked to fill up their gas tanks before reaching the state line.
Driving in from the west, Colorado for instance, was the occasional exception because of the distance.
In their quarantine suites, players had a balcony for fresh air, but they were asked not to leave their
rooms. Sims would load up his car with supplies at least once a day — food from Ellis’ grab-and-go
system, toiletries, disinfectant — and deliver them to the front doors of the suites for players to collect.
At the outset of the pandemic in March, tests from UNMC were in shorter supply and it took three or
four days to receive results, which meant longer quarantines. The longest quarantine, Lambrecht said,
was 27 days, involving a player who tested positive upon arrival. Nebraska coaches used FaceTime chats
with players dealing with cabin fever.
This approach, spread over late spring and early summer, stands in contrast to most schools, including
some in the Big Ten and Oklahoma, which will not bring back the bulk of its team until this week as
coronavirus cases spike all over the South and West. Husker football players who live in states like Texas,
Arizona, Georgia and Alabama — which combined for more than 10,000 positive tests on Monday — are
by and large already back in Lincoln, which reported just 16 positive cases Monday.
Frost said he doesn’t want to critique other schools’ plans but said college football lacks a uniform
approach to testing and managing the safety and well-being of players. Every conference, university
president, athletic director and coach may have their own perspective, and the pendulum on whether a
season can be played or not swings back and forth with regularity. There is not yet a protocol on how
teams will test, and then isolate, players once the season begins, and because the U.S. is so vast, a
“blanket approach,” Frost said, may not be best.
And while testing is important, Frost said, he laid out a practical scenario in which it becomes clear that
an attitude shift related to the virus may be more important than testing.
“If you try to peel back the onion of thinking that testing is going to keep everyone from getting this,
you’re lying to yourself,” Frost said.
Based on UNMC expertise, Frost said, the incubation period for the virus is 72 hours before a person
would test positive, and it takes 24 hours to get back test results. So if Nebraska tested its players on
Wednesday of a game week, the school would know who might have contracted the virus the weekend







prior.
“But if they got it on a Monday or Tuesday, it’s not going to come up positive,” Frost said. “They’re still
going to class Thursday, they’re going to class Friday morning, and if you have an away game, they’re
going to be around bus drivers, flight attendants, hotel people preparing food. To think that testing is
going to keep our kids safe is probably a very flawed way of looking at it. We’ve gotten to the point —
not our decision, but advice from experts — that the ones we need to be worried about in regards to
the age group of people we’re working with, young, healthy kids, is that we need to focus on kids who
are symptomatic.”
Sore throats. Fever spikes. Shortness of breath. Identify and isolate those players, Frost said. And
Nebraska said it will be “very attentive” toward players with risk factors like sickle-cell trait or asthma.
“If we don’t get there, where we’re able to just play football and take care of kids who are symptomatic
— pull them, isolate them, isolate people in direct contact with them and let everybody else go — I
think football’s unlikely.”
The mindset surrounding the virus, Frost said, has to change. And there has to be consideration for
whether athletes will contract COVID-19 regardless of whether they play football.
“I think that’s an important point,” Frost said. “Whether our kids are playing football games or not, or
whether our kids are practicing football or not, they’re at just as high risk — or even a higher risk — of
getting it without that structure. That’s another reason we allowed kids to come back — because of the
structure and things to do.”
The clock ticks toward the season. Starting July 13, the NCAA will allow coach-supervised workouts. On
July 24, the NCAA allows a mini-camp structure in which coaches can work with players 20 hours a week.
By then, the sport will either have turned the corner toward a normal season or not.
Nebraska spends much of its time chewing on contingency plans. Frost quipped that “0%” of Big Ten
coaches would be in favor of an all-league schedule, but the possibility has been floated. As far as NU
knows, all three of its nonconference opponents — Central Michigan, South Dakota State and Cincinnati
— plan on playing this season. The Huskers have contracts — which generally do not include out clauses
for pandemics — that they want to honor.
Frost, and his staff, are all-in.
“We’re fighting the fight,” he said.
By Sam McKewon
 


GII: Central District Health Department to move to Phase 3 Directed Health Measure on July
6
 
The Central District Health Department will move to a Phase 3 Directed Health Measure on July 6.
In a news release Monday evening, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services said
counties in CDHD’s service area — Hall, Hamilton and Merrick — and Dakota County will all move to
Phase 3 to align with other counties in Nebraska that are, and will remain in, Phase 3.
Under Phase 3, bars and restaurants can be open at 100% capacity. Self-service buffets and salad bars
are prohibited. Indoor gatherings will be limited to 50% of rated occupancy not to exceed 10,000, while
outdoor gatherings will be limited to 75% of rated occupancy not to exceed 10,000.
Wedding and funerals are allowed, with dances at the former being allowed in a limited capacity.
An outline of Phase 3 DHMs is available at http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Directed-Health-
Measures.aspx.
 


LJS: Nebraska faring better than nation during pandemic economic hit
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While recovery from the economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic is likely to be a multi-year
journey nationally, Nebraska appears positioned to begin a strong recovery in terms of non-farm income
as early as next year.
That was the message delivered Monday during an OpenSky Policy Institute webinar on the national,
state and local impact of the pandemic.
Speaking in national terms, Matt Fiedler, a fellow with the Brookings Institute, said "there's a very real
possibility that recovery will take a very long time."
"We're in uncharted territory," Fiedler said, with "large budget shortfalls ahead" that could possibly last
into fiscal 2023.
"Nebraska has been less hard-hit by this recession" than the nation has been, said Eric Thompson,
director of the University of Nebraska Bureau of Business Research.
It's possible that Nebraska may be back to pre-pandemic employment levels by the middle of 2021, he
said, and the state may be in position to "return to normal growth" in 2022.
Thompson is forecasting "a strong recovery in 2021 in terms of non-farm income."
Brandon Kauffman, director of finance for the city of Lincoln, said reacting to the loss of local tax
revenue "has been a struggle, especially (due to) the city's reliance on sales tax revenue."
Lying ahead is the possibility of another big economic hit in terms of city revenue if the University of
Nebraska's football season is canceled along with other Husker sports, he said in answer to a question.
"There are so many unknowns," Kauffman said. "We are very cautious."
Renee Fry, executive director of OpenSky, said the webinar, which attracted 135 participants online, was
designed to explore the economic impact of the pandemic in advance of the return of the Legislature on
July 20.
One of the key challenges awaiting state senators, who suspended their 2020 legislative session in
March as the coronavirus spread across the nation, will be adjusting the state budget in view of
declining revenue.
"Nebraska seems to be doing better than the rest of the country," Fry noted in launching the webinar,
but she said that's accompanied by a lot of uncertainty.
But the nation faces the prospect of "a very deep recession," Fiedler, the Brookings fellow, said a few
minutes later. 
By Don Walton
 


Columbus Telegram: Foley visits Platte County Museum; museum sees increase in
attendence
 
Nebraska Lt. Gov. Mike Foley toured the Platte County Museum Monday morning to promote the
Nebraska Passport Program.
“I think a lot of Nebraskans are traveling within the state,” Foley said, noting that there are sites and
attractions that residents can visit “safely within their own backyard.”
In the Passport Program, a list of attractions is provided that guests can visit to receive a stamp in their
“passport.” There’s a virtual version that allows participates to digitally check-in and take a selfie at the
establishment.
The sites and attractions featured in the program vary every year. This year, the Platte County Museum
is the only attraction listed for Columbus. The museum was last in the Passport Program in 2014.
Members of the Platte County Historical Society and Museum Board of Directors accompanied Foley on
a tour of the museum, which included the west building with various exhibits, the 1857 Gottschalk Log
Cabin and the Third Ward/Lincoln School building.
Foley asked what the museum’s biggest exhibition is, which some said is the log cabin.







Mike Siedlik, president of the Platte County Historical Society and Museum, noted that the log cabin,
which boasts original furnishings, had been transported to the museum with the building it’s located in
being built around the cabin.
The cabin is also a feature that takes visitors by surprise, along with a 1913 Indian Motorcycle.
“There are a lot of interesting things in the museum that people don’t even know about,” Siedlik said
after the tour.
The Third Ward building boasts an authentic turn-of-the-century barbershop and pianos and wooden
shoes crafted in the area back then. Siedlik noted that shoes were created for steelworkers so they
could safely walk on embers and special sandals made for military men to keep their feet safe during the
war.
According to Siedlik, the majority of the items the museum displays are donated to them.
Officials at the museum say that the program has already significantly impacted attendance at the
facility in the first month of the program.
Cheri Schrader, executive director of the museum, said that as of Monday morning, 270 people had
visited the facility due to the Nebraska Passport Program. This does not include the number of those
visiting who utilized the Passport Program app.
“It has increased our attendance,” Schrader said. “Some days, 20 people will come by. On a regular
summer day, that doesn’t happen.”
Treasurer Rich Aerni noted that most visitors don’t realize how much the Platte County Museum is,
which can be good for them as families will often come back to visit the areas they didn’t get to before.
The Nebraska Passport Program runs until Oct. 31.
By Hannah Schrodt
 


OWH: Invasive emerald ash borer found in central Nebraska for first time
 
The emerald ash borer, an invasive insect expected to wipe out most ash trees, has been found in
central Nebraska.
The insect was found along a street in Kearney by the local parks department, and the discovery was
confirmed by the Nebraska and U.S. Departments of Agriculture.
This is the first Nebraska discovery outside the eastern portion of the state, according to a press release
from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture.
The insect, native to Asia, was first found in Omaha in 2016 and since then several eastern Nebraska
counties have been placed under quarantine for the movement of ash trees and wood.
Steve Wellman, director of the Nebraska Department of Agriculture, said it's inevitable the insect will
continue to spread.
Infestations are devastating because ash trees make up a sizable percentage of the natural and urban
forest. When they die, the trees become brittle and pose a significant hazard to property and public
safety. Cities are proactively removing ash trees.
The borer is a small, metallic-green beetle that is about half an inch long. Its larvae tunnel under the
bark of ash trees and effectively starve the tree of water and nutrients. Thinning and dying branches at
the top of ash trees are a symptom.
Cass, Dodge, Douglas, Lancaster, Otoe, Sarpy, Saunders and Washington Counties are under quarantine,
which means saplings from that area can't be sold or moved elsewhere. The movement of firewood,
mulch and other ash products is restricted. With the help of citizens, Nebraska can slow the spread of
the borer, Wellman said.
By Nancy Gaarder
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OWH: OPS board votes to move start of school year to Aug. 11, require masks for all
 
The Omaha Public Schools board pushed the first day of school up a week and will require that all
students and staff wear masks.
The school board met on Monday night and approved changing the 2020-21 school calendar. School will
now start on Aug. 11. Winter break also has been extended by one week.
The school board voted 9-0 to approve a resolution requiring anyone engaging in any activity on district
property to wear a mask when other people are present. Bandanas are prohibited.
Exceptions would be made when people are eating, drinking, with members of their household in a
separate space or participating in athletic activities with proper social and physical distancing.
The board had already approved the purchase of more than 360,000 cloth masks for students and staff.
The bulk of the discussion on Monday night centered on the district’s plan to return to school this fall.
Last week, OPS unveiled a fall reopening plan that would divide students into two groups who would
each attend school in person part of the week.
Students would be divided into two groups based on the first letter of their last names.
Students whose names start with A through K would attend every Monday and Tuesday. Those starting
with L through Z would attend every Thursday and Friday. Wednesdays would alternate between the
groups.
The plan would be for all grades across the district. The school board is not scheduled to vote on the
plan, which was instead determined by district leadership.
Nearly two dozen parents, teachers and students spoke during the public comment portion of Monday
night’s meeting.
Some parents complained that the survey sent out by the district did not mention the two-group plan as
an option. Others wondered how working parents will juggle child care and remote learning for part of
the week.
Mark Meisenbach, an OPS parent, said he doesn’t understand why other districts in the state and
bordering schools in the metro area can fully reopen schools but OPS cannot.
Superintendent Cheryl Logan said OPS has had crowded classrooms for many years, especially in South
Omaha, and to reopen schools in those crowded conditions would put too many people at risk.
“None of us want to be in this position right now,” Logan said. “We all want to have our students back
100% of the time.”
If conditions improve, Logan said she would be the first person championing getting students back in
school five days a week.
Students in several special education programs will go to school every day, including all classrooms at JP
Lord School.
Kate Wigg, an OPS teacher and parent, told the board that she’s incredibly scared but excited to see her
students. She said the plan is the best possible option to help kids.
The board meeting on Monday night was the first time parents, teachers and school board members
could publicly ask district officials about the plan.
Robert Miller, president of the Omaha Education Association, said the return-to-school plan was shared
with OPS staff at 4 p.m. on Friday. Teachers have many questions about what the return will look like,
but Miller said he can’t answer them because teachers were not part of the planning or discussions.
“OPS has a dedicated staff who are willing to do what is needed,” Miller said. “They want to see their
students in person and they understand the need for normalcy, but at what cost? It very well could be at
the cost of staff and students’ health.”
The Douglas County Republican Party said Monday that it opposes the district’s plan, saying it “puts a lot
of stress on working parents and disproportionately hurts kids from underprivileged families.”
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Other metro area school districts this week began revealing their plans or the dates when more details
would be released.
The Westside Community Schools announced Monday that the district will open up for all students in
August with safety and social distancing measures in place.
The current plan is to have all Westside students attend school every day. The district has a backup plan
that would divide the students into two groups and have them attend school on different days of the
week.
By Emily Nitcher
 


LJS: Nebraskans react to Supreme Court decision on abortion case
 
Nebraska civil rights organizations Monday applauded a U.S. Supreme Court decision to overturn a
Louisiana law that would have struck a major blow against abortion rights.
Meanwhile, several anti-abortion groups and politicians said the latest ruling further eroded faith in the
nation's highest court's ability to rule with impartiality.
The case stemmed from a 2014 Louisiana law requiring doctors at abortion clinics to have admitting
privileges at nearby hospitals, which opponents said created unreasonable barriers for women to access
abortions, and forced all but one abortion clinic in Louisiana to close.
Similar legislation enacted in Texas was overturned by the Supreme Court in 2016, when then-Justice
Anthony Kennedy sided with the court's four liberals to rule the law's requirement had no medical
benefit.
On Monday, Chief Justice John Roberts was the swing vote in the 5-4 decision, writing that legal doctrine
requires the court to treat like cases alike barring any special circumstances.
"The Louisiana law imposes a burden on access to abortion just as severe as that imposed by the Texas
law, for the same reasons," Roberts wrote in a concurring opinion. "Therefore, Louisiana's law cannot
stand under our precedents."
Abortion opponents, including Nebraska Sen. Ben Sasse, a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
called Monday's decision the result of "bad lawyering."
"If the court cares about preserving its legitimacy as a non-political institution, then it shouldn't make
decisions based on how its judgments will be perceived politically," Sasse said in a statement. "The
problem with today's decision is absolutely terrible jurisprudence."
The Nebraska Family Alliance said the decision to uphold the Louisiana law at the center of the June
Medical Services v. Russo case "weakens the public's confidence in an impartial justice system and the
rule of law."
"Abortion harms women and ends the life of an innocent human being," said Karen Bowling, Nebraska
Family Alliance's executive director. "Instead of protecting mothers and their babies, the court's decision
allows abortion clinics to skirt around common-sense health and safety regulations."
Bowling said Nebraska Family Alliance "will never quit working to build a culture of life and protect the
most vulnerable in our state."
The Nebraska Catholic Conference said the decision gives a privileged status to abortion clinics that it
says profit from abortion while escaping liability for injury done to mothers.
"(Monday's) Supreme Court decision ... further entrenches the abortion industry's unique and
undeserved privilege of non-accountability to the law and those they injure," said Marion Miner, an
associate director for the Catholic Conference.
And Nebraska Right to Life called the decision "an affront to unborn babies and their mothers."
"(The ruling) further solidifies the idea that abortion facilities do not have to meet common-sense
standards of other medical entities," executive director Julie Schmit-Albin said. "That is a sad
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commentary on the protection afforded abortionists who are performing invasive medical and chemical
procedures."
The ACLU of Nebraska, on the other hand, lauded the decision as affirming longstanding precedent
protecting the right for women to seek abortions without undue burdens placed on them by the
government.
"Like any deeply personal medical situation, decisions about abortion care belong to patients and their
physicians — not politicians," said Scout Richters, ACLU of Nebraska's legal and policy counsel. "Instead
of trying to push care out of reach, state lawmakers should be working together to expand access to
quality, affordable reproductive health care, including abortion, contraception, prenatal care and
preventative screenings."
Richters said individuals have a right to make health care decisions that are the best for themselves and
their families.
The civil rights group noted that since the Supreme Court recognized the constitutional right to abortion
in Roe v. Wade, Nebraska had enacted several laws that restrict access to the procedure, while still
other abortion-related legislation remains before the Legislature.
In the final days of the 90-day session last year, lawmakers passed a measure (LB209) from Sen. Joni
Albrecht of Thurston requiring the state Department of Health and Human Services to provide women
information on how to reverse a medication abortion.
Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt introduced a bill (LB872) early in the 2020 session to repeal the law, pointing
to a scientific study that showed the so-called abortion reversal regimen was potentially dangerous to a
woman's health.
That bill failed to advance out of the Judiciary Committee, however.
Another bill (LB814), introduced by Lincoln Sen. Suzanne Geist, prohibiting dismemberment abortions
on a live fetus, also failed to advance from committee, but Geist filed a motion to move her priority
legislation to the full Legislature for debate.
Her motion was filed March 11, shortly before the Legislature recessed because of the coronavirus.
Lawmakers are scheduled to reconvene July 20.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Terrie Jackson Miller: It's time to understand our society and change our norms
 
As our country is engaged in a national discussion about race, history and justice, The World-Herald is
providing space in our normal editorial space for commentary from the local black community. Terrie
Jackson Miller is an adjunct professor in the Department of Black Studies at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha.
As a black studies professor at a local university, on the first day of class I introduce four things:
1. Epistemologies, ontologies and axiologies. When any group within a large, complex civilization
significantly dominates the other groups for hundreds of years, the ways of the dominate group not only
become the dominant ways of that civilization, but also these ways become so deeply embedded that
they typically are seen as “natural” or appropriate norms rather than as historically evolved social
constructions. In other words, much of what we experience are not laws but the social constructions of
the dominant group.
2. Culture. A shared, learned, symbolic system of values, beliefs and attitudes that shapes and influences
perception and behavior. (Case in point: For many black Americans, “The Star-Spangled Banner” does
not have the same meaning as it does for others. If we are to reconcile as a country, perhaps it is time to
choose another national anthem more reflective of all citizens, such as “God Bless America.”)
3. Lens. The meaning we assign to everything turns into a filter through which we view the world, such







as walking while black or driving while black. (Case in point: 38% of black respondents and 77% of white
respondents trust local police and law enforcement to look out for the best interests of them and their
family.)
4. White privilege. Hidden benefits that white people possess in a society where racism is prevalent and
whiteness is considered normal. A Public Pulse writer recently wrote, “We live in a great country even
though some fail to see that. So stop complaining about what you don’t have and start to work to build
a better life, because it’s not my responsibility to give you a better life; that’s your responsibility.” I am
part of the long legacy of family who believes in higher education, which for us is inclusive of 30-plus
bachelor’s and master’s degrees and doctorates. Though we rose above the circumstances and
roadblocks, it did not keep us from experiencing discrimination, bias, prejudice and institutional racism.
African American history cannot be understood except in the broader context of American history.
American history cannot be understood without African American history. It is time for white America to
be quiet, listen and learn, because we are all in this together from the young to the old. It is time we all
begin to understand, appreciate and embrace all races and ethnicities that make up our great city, state
and country.
Young women and men of all races and ethnicities are showing us it is beyond time to make a change.
That will only happen when we recognize that past norms are no longer acceptable.
 


LJS Local View: It's a money game now
 
In the mid-1980s, Common Cause Nebraska led a coalition of like-minded organizations and individuals
concerned that campaigns expenditures for our state legislature were beginning to exceed $100,000. It
was argued that getting elected was becoming a “rich man’s game.”
The effort resulted in the creation of the Campaign Finance Limitation Act. The act went into effect in
1996, creating voluntary spending limits for all campaigns for state offices. It also provided public
funding for abiding candidates who were being outspent by non-abiding candidates.
From 1996 to 2012, the vast majority of candidates abided by the spending limits and public dollars
were only triggered 11 times. The spending limit was adjusted several times but it never exceeded
$93,000.
In 2012, after the Citizens United decision and an Arizona case that challenged the public funding
mechanism, the Nebraska Supreme Court was forced to declare the CFLA unconstitutional. Nebraska
was left with no restrictions on campaign spending or campaign contributions. The floodgates were
opened.
According to the latest records compiled by the Accountability and Disclosure Commission, during the
2018 election cycle the 19 legislative races resulted in 23 candidates spending over $100,000 on their
campaigns. Of that group 6 spent over $300,000. The most expensive race, Merv Riepe vs. Steve
Lathrop, resulted in Riepe spending $350,958 and losing to Lathrop who spent $465,497.
It is interesting that four incumbents were unopposed, yet they felt the need to protect themselves by
spending more than $50,000. (Sen. Matt Hansen $118,025, Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks $114,184, Sen.
Curt Friesen $69,318, and Sen. Matt Williams $57,155).
In the 15 competitive races, 11 were won by the candidate who spent the most. This trend tends to limit
the candidate pool to those who have money or have the ability to raise money. The one possible
exception to the trend was Tom Brandt who spent $144,334 to defeat incumbent Sen. Laura Ebke, who
spent a shocking $457,268.
Although the courts have made it impossible to establish campaign spending limits, it is within the ability
of our Legislature to create contribution limits. It is a fair estimate that more than 80% of the
contributions to legislative candidate come from large donors contributing more than $250.







Altria Client Services (Philip Morris) spent $449,105 on lobbying our state government since 2018 and
contributed $71,000 to campaigns.
It is estimated that small donor contributions, less than $250, account for as little as 6% of some
candidates' campaign funds.
This raises the question of how important is the average person who contributes $20 to a candidate’s
campaign. Will the average person have the same access and influence as Altria Client Services?
Common Cause has approached legislators hoping that one would bring legislation to limit campaign
contributions, but the effort has been futile. Both Democrats and Republicans fear the loss of their
major contributors. They also fear the attacks by “dark money” groups late in their campaigns when
money is running out.
So, in Nebraska, it appears that politics has become a rich man’s game. If you don’t have the money, you
may have to sell your soul to those who do.
Jack Gould is issues chair for Common Cause Nebraska.
 


LJS: Counties know risks the best
 
Wait! What? Gov. Pete Ricketts has dictated that counties cannot require masks if they want federal
coronavirus funding? Where's the logic in that?
Counties know their public health risks and should be able to make those decisions. That funding was for
the State of Nebraska, and no county should be penalized for wanting to protect its citizens.
Patricia Taft, Lincoln
 


LJS: Governor risking public health
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts' order denying county governments federal funds if they require masks be worn by
employees and customers seems to be a bad decision based on politics rather than medical science. The
wearing of masks has been proven to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.
My mask protects you, and your mask protects me, plus new research is showing that masks protect the
wearer as well. It is completely irresponsible for people to go into a public place without wearing a
mask, and the governor is showing a blatant disregard for the safety and health of county employees as
well as customers. Should an employee have to risk death so people can renew their driver's license?
Al Mumm, Waterloo
Nebraska Alliance for Retired Americans Educational Fund
 


OWH: Nebraska GOP chairman: Party flyer targeting legislative candidate 'crossed the line'
 
Nebraska Republican Party Chairman Dan Welch told a fellow Republican in June that the state party
made a mistake by targeting a GOP legislative candidate in a campaign flyer, a transcript of his phone
call shows.
The details of Welch’s private conversation were made public Monday by the campaign of Janet Palmtag
of Syracuse, the target of the GOP flyer. The World-Herald independently confirmed the phone
conversation.
Welch, in a statement, acknowledged talking to Nebraska Republicans about the southeast Nebraska
race involving two Republicans. He said he hopes the Palmtag campaign will stick to “relevant issues”
going forward.
The state’s Republican titans stand on opposite sides of the contest between Palmtag and Sen. Julie
Slama of Peru.







Gov. Pete Ricketts and the state GOP back Slama, who was appointed by Ricketts. Former Gov. Dave
Heineman and U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry support Palmtag, a longtime party activist.
The flyer, sent to District 1 voters before the May primary, criticized Palmtag for opposing Ricketts’ push
to boost the pay of the director of Nebraska’s prison system. It said she stood with “radical” State Sen.
Ernie Chambers of Omaha. The flyer also questioned Palmtag’s commitment to gun rights, based on her
past statements.
State GOP spokesman Ryan Hamilton has previously defended the flyer as accurate. Welch said in his
Monday statement that party leaders, including Ricketts, remain “totally committed” to making sure
Slama stays in office. Voters agreed by a large margin, he noted.
Slama defeated Palmtag by more than 4,000 votes in this spring’s officially nonpartisan primary. A third
candidate was eliminated in the primary, so the two will face off again this fall.
During the private call, Welch apologized for the attack on Palmtag, a real-estate agent. Welch said he
had heard from others that she was “a good person, a good volunteer and a good Republican.”
Welch went on to say the mailer “was not in good taste” and “crossed the line.” He said the party has
since beefed up its internal processes to make sure the state party doesn’t attack a good Republican
again.
Welch, in his statement, said he disagreed with a concept that appeared on the mailer but would not
specify.
The flyer drew criticism from Heineman and former Gov. Bob Kerrey, a Democrat, who wrote a joint
letter calling the advertisement misleading and racist for its statements about Palmtag and Chambers,
who is one of Nebraska’s two black state senators.
On the call, Welch also criticized Palmtag and Heineman for forcing the party to get involved in a race
where the seat was ably filled by Slama, whom Ricketts and the GOP had already endorsed.
Welch said on the call that Ricketts “made the decision to go after Janet (Palmtag) hard to try and beat
her in the primary so it would be over.” His aim, Welch said, was party unity.
Welch also said Ricketts’ legislative appointees have struggled in recent years to win when they stood
for election. Welch wondered if some Republicans backed Palmtag to embarrass Ricketts.
Heineman has said he supports Palmtag because he knows her from working with her at the state GOP.
Ricketts’ spokesman referred questions to the state GOP.
Palmtag said Nebraska “needs a leader who will take responsibility, not someone who runs and hides.”
She called Welch “an honorable man and a strong leader.”
Slama, who declined to comment Monday, has referred ad-related questions to the GOP.
Jane Kleeb, chairwoman of the Nebraska Democratic Party, said her party prohibits spending state party
money on Democrat vs. Democrat races. She offered to share a copy of the resolution with the GOP.
Welch is the latest party insider caught in the crossfire of the GOP skirmish between Ricketts and
Heineman over the legislative race and also how much influence Ricketts should have in the state GOP.
Traditionally, governors lead state parties. But Ricketts’ influence in the state GOP is larger than many of
his predecessors. He has been the party’s principal private donor over the past six months, giving
$190,000.
Heineman and former Omaha Mayor Hal Daub, also a Republican, have questioned whether one person
should have so much influence.
Ricketts’ supporters have pointed to GOP election results in the state and the party’s advantage over
Democrats in registered voters as evidence of the job he’s doing.
Welch, in his conversation, alluded to Ricketts’ influence: “He’s a big donor to the party. When he makes
a decision that he wants something done, things will happen.”
By Aaron Sanderford
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Iowa Capital Dispatch: Nebraska and Iowa senators join flared-up fight over ethanol
 
Backers of the ethanol industry are fighting a federal government effort to exempt more small refineries
from buying the corn-based fuel while also pushing Congress to offer coronavirus pandemic-related aid.
Nebraska and Iowa senators and 12 others wrote the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency opposing 52
new exemption requests.
Small refineries have asked for new exemptions retroactive to as far back as 2011, arguing that the
requirement that they blend ethanol into gasoline was too much of a financial burden.
Ethanol is primarily made from corn. Iowa is the nation’s top producer of the grain.
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, is holding up a political appointment to make her point. As part of her work on
the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, which oversees the EPA, Ernst is opposing deputy
administrator nominee Doug Benevento, in effect blocking the nomination.
Ernst publicly criticized EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt in June 2018 before he was ousted, contending he
was “about as swampy as you get here” and had broken promises to farmers. She held up an EPA air
office nominee until Pruitt said in writing he would not reduce the amount of ethanol refiners are
required to blend.
Ernst’s Democratic opponent in the November election, Theresa Greenfield, has called for EPA
Administrator Andrew Wheeler to resign. Greenfield has been hitting Ernst in radio ads for voting to
confirm Wheeler in February 2019.
The latest battle is over new exemption requests filed with EPA not long after the 10th Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled the agency had overstepped its authority in granting previous exemptions.
“Iowa’s hard-working ethanol and biodiesel producers are sick of being yanked around by Andrew
Wheeler and the EPA. Our producers need certainty; until we get that, no EPA nominee is getting my
vote,” Ernst said in a statement.
In their letter, the bipartisan group of 16 senators — including Ernst, Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley and
Nebraska Sens. Ben Sasse and Deb Fischer, all Republicans — asked Wheeler to reject the petition
requesting exemptions.
“We urge you to reject these petitions outright. … These petitions should not even be entertained
because they are inconsistent with the 10th Circuit decision, congressional intent, the EPA’s own
guidance, and — most importantly — the interests of farmers and rural communities who rely on the
biofuel industry,” the senators wrote.
The exemptions “would only worsen the unprecedented economic challenges facing the biofuels
industry and the rural communities that it supports,” the senators added.
The 52 new exemptions would cover “gap years.” The refineries are asking for exemptions even though
the law was intended to only offer them for a year or two, and the refineries can’t get them if they
haven’t renewed them continuously, Monte Shaw, executive director of the Iowa Renewable Fuels
Association said in an interview.
The exemptions would worsen an already cloudy future for ethanol plants, Shaw said.
Iowa’s ethanol plants were operating at about half-capacity six weeks ago but now are 15% to 20%
below normal. Even that level ranks as the lowest production of the past 20 years, Shaw said.
“We have taken steps toward normal demand,” Shaw said. “But people should not think the economic
crisis is over. We are in dire need of some sort of assistance from the federal government.''
“What we have seen is a direct result of the government ordering people to stay home,” reducing the
amount of fuel Iowans and other Americans bought, he said.
The U.S. House considered support for biofuels in the HEROES Act, but the Senate wouldn’t pass the aid,
Shaw said. Grassley appealed to the U.S Department of Agriculture, and was turned away, so he had
proposed assistance in legislation that could be considered as early as this week, Shaw added.
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“If we don’t get a cash infusion, I do think you will see some of these plants go into bankruptcy,” Shaw
said. That could lead to oil companies buying ethanol plants, which would shift profits from farmers to
multinational corporations, he added.
Last month, Grassley and Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., introduced legislation that would reimburse
farmers for the corn they bought going back to the beginning of this year. The House had considered aid
at 45 cents per gallon produced.
What the industry doesn’t need is more exemptions, Shaw said. “The oil industry is not easily shamed,”
he said.
“This is so far beyond the pale of anything that is reasonable or legal. It’s a blatant attempt to
circumvent the law and the court decision,” he added, referring to the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals
case.
Oil interests have long fought the ethanol-blending requirement, contending it is expensive and
unwarranted. Among their chief proponents is Sen. Ted Cruz, a Texas Republican and former
presidential candidate.
The Renewable Fuels Association said the EPA is breaking the law and threatening the Midwest
economy with the move.
“EPA’s failure to comply with the recent 10th Circuit Court decision is prolonging uncertainty and
exacerbating economic harm in rural America, which was already reeling from the effects of COVID-19
on the agriculture and biofuels sector,” association President and CEO Geoff Cooper said in a statement.
“RFA agrees with these Senate leaders that granting “gap-year” small refinery exemptions would not
only be illegal, but it would also worsen the demand destruction that renewable fuel producers have
already endured at the hands of EPA in recent years.”
In a recent meeting of the Iowa Governor’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board, Nick Bowdesh,
president & CEO of Atlantic, Iowa-based Elite Octane, said demand for ethanol dropped 45% as the
COVID-19 pandemic spread in March.
The nation’s ethanol plants saw a 45% drop in demand as the COVID-19 pandemic spread, Bowdesh
said. Current demand still is off 10% to 15%, but dozens of plants around the country have resumed
production after temporarily closing or scaling back production. Iowa’s 41 plants saw similar drops.
Bowdesh said the production of hand sanitizers was a boon to some plants.
By Perry Beeman
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Officials Outline Mounting Challenges Facing 2022 Elections
Issues ranging from severe paper shortages to cyber threats and disinformation
are looming ahead of the 2022 elections, threatening voter confidence. Officials
shared their concerns with members of the U.S. Senate May 19. READ MORE
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agencies are turning to virtual and digital tools for public meetings and archiving.
Rock Solid announced the acquisition amid a rebranding. READ MORE
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Ranjit, Punnya; Neal, Donald J
Subject: RE: DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 3:42:00 PM
Importance: High


Thanks Punnya and Donald.
 
Tony
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 3:26 PM
To: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com>
Cc: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: RE: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Good afternoon Donald!
 
Hope you are doing well. Thank you for getting back to us with clarity on the next steps. It would be
highly appreciated if you can provide your hourly rate for this project in order to facilitate us with
estimating our cost.
 
You can reach me on my cell 267.298.0749, in case we need to have a chat. I have also left you a
voice message.
 
Thank you
Punnya
 
Punnya Ranjit
Internal Auditor


 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-4862
punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
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From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 06, 2021 11:19 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>; Eickhoff, Susan J <seickhoff@kpmg.com>; Curran, Dan
<Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Kohout, Lynn <lynn.kohout@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve
<Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Meschke,
Cassandra M <cmmeschke@kpmg.com>; Bartlett, Philip <pbbartlett@kpmg.com>; Hiatt, Sheryl
<Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this amazing opportunity
to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After review of the information provided
by your team earlier this week and meeting internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to
assist DED but we do have a couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to
proceed that are noted below:
 


         Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and Lynn we
understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of monitoring reviews is
roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for Home.  Based on our hourly rates, we
would be over the DED threshold and understand a bid process would be required.


         Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of liability clause that
basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the event DED experience losses in
connection with the agreement. It is our understanding that the State of Nebraska takes the legal
position that the limitation of liability is unconstitutional. We will have to get additional internal
approvals to complete this work if selected in the RFP process. Please note that we would work
internally to get approvals prior to submitting an RFP.


         Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and the
University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to the State of Nebraska and the
DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this project.
 
We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability clause and
independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
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KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96  Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com


 
 
 
Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth herein and is
based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts, assumptions and/or representations
included. In rendering our advice, we may consider tax authorities that are subject to change,
retroactively and/or prospectively, and any such changes could affect the validity of our advice. We
will not update our advice for subsequent changes or modifications to the laws and regulations, or
to the judicial and administrative interpretations thereof. The advice or other information in this
document was prepared for the sole benefit of KPMG's client and may not be relied upon by any
other person or organization. KPMG accepts no responsibility or liability in respect of this document
to any person or organization other than KPMG's client.


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the
addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is
prohibited and may be unlawful. When addressed to our clients any opinions or advice contained in
this email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing KPMG client
engagement letter.
***********************************************************************
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From: Ranjit, Punnya
To: Neal, Donald J
Cc: Goins, Anthony
Subject: RE: DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 3:25:50 PM


Good afternoon Donald!
 
Hope you are doing well. Thank you for getting back to us with clarity on the next steps. It would be
highly appreciated if you can provide your hourly rate for this project in order to facilitate us with
estimating our cost.
 
You can reach me on my cell 267.298.0749, in case we need to have a chat. I have also left you a
voice message.
 
Thank you
Punnya
 
Punnya Ranjit
Internal Auditor


 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-4862
punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 06, 2021 11:19 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>; Eickhoff, Susan J <seickhoff@kpmg.com>; Curran, Dan
<Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Kohout, Lynn <lynn.kohout@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve
<Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Meschke,
Cassandra M <cmmeschke@kpmg.com>; Bartlett, Philip <pbbartlett@kpmg.com>; Hiatt, Sheryl
<Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this amazing opportunity
to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After review of the information provided
by your team earlier this week and meeting internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to
assist DED but we do have a couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to
proceed that are noted below:
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       Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and Lynn we


understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of monitoring reviews is
roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for Home.  Based on our hourly rates, we
would be over the DED threshold and understand a bid process would be required.


       Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of liability clause that
basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the event DED experience losses in
connection with the agreement. It is our understanding that the State of Nebraska takes the legal
position that the limitation of liability is unconstitutional. We will have to get additional internal
approvals to complete this work if selected in the RFP process. Please note that we would work
internally to get approvals prior to submitting an RFP.


       Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and the
University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to the State of Nebraska and the
DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this project.
 
We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability clause and
independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com


 
 
 
Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth herein and is
based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts, assumptions and/or representations
included. In rendering our advice, we may consider tax authorities that are subject to change,
retroactively and/or prospectively, and any such changes could affect the validity of our advice. We
will not update our advice for subsequent changes or modifications to the laws and regulations, or
to the judicial and administrative interpretations thereof. The advice or other information in this
document was prepared for the sole benefit of KPMG's client and may not be relied upon by any
other person or organization. KPMG accepts no responsibility or liability in respect of this document
to any person or organization other than KPMG's client.


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the
addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is
prohibited and may be unlawful. When addressed to our clients any opinions or advice contained in
this email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing KPMG client
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engagement letter.
***********************************************************************








From: Goins, Anthony
To: Neal, Donald J
Cc: Thomas, Jeffrey J; Stanton, Thomas; Curran, Dan
Subject: RE: DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Monday, September 27, 2021 12:13:00 PM


Dear Donald,
 
Thanks form your note.  We will be reviewing alternative methods to solve for our opportunity.
 
V/r,
 
Tony
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021 9:49 AM
To: punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov; Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Thomas, Jeffrey J <jeffreythomas@KPMG.com>; Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>
Subject: RE: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Punnya and Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
I wanted to follow up on the email below and see there has been any further discussion internally on
next steps regarding the DED HUD project. Is it safe to assume that this project will be going through
the required bidding process of the DED?  
 


Also, my last day with KPMG is November 18th. I’ve cc’d Thomas Stanton and Jeffrey Thomas as they
will be your primary contacts going forward for this project.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
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From: Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 3:26 PM
To: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com>
Cc: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Good afternoon Donald!
 
Hope you are doing well. Thank you for getting back to us with clarity on the next
steps. It would be highly appreciated if you can provide your hourly rate for this
project in order to facilitate us with estimating our cost.
 
You can reach me on my cell 267.298.0749, in case we need to have a chat. I have
also left you a voice message.
 
Thank you
Punnya
 
Punnya Ranjit
Internal Auditor


 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-4862
punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 06, 2021 11:19 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>; Eickhoff, Susan J
<seickhoff@kpmg.com>; Curran, Dan <Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Kohout, Lynn
<lynn.kohout@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>;
Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Meschke, Cassandra M
<cmmeschke@kpmg.com>; Bartlett, Philip <pbbartlett@kpmg.com>; Hiatt, Sheryl
<Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this
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amazing opportunity to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After
review of the information provided by your team earlier this week and meeting
internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to assist DED but we do have a
couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to proceed that are
noted below:
 


·         Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and
Lynn we understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of
monitoring reviews is roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for
Home.  Based on our hourly rates, we would be over the DED threshold and
understand a bid process would be required.


·         Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of
liability clause that basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the
event DED experience losses in connection with the agreement. It is our
understanding that the State of Nebraska takes the legal position that the limitation of
liability is unconstitutional. We will have to get additional internal approvals to
complete this work if selected in the RFP process. Please note that we would work
internally to get approvals prior to submitting an RFP.


·         Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance
Authority and the University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to
the State of Nebraska and the DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this
project.
 
We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability
clause and independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com


 
 
 
Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth
herein and is based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts,
assumptions and/or representations included. In rendering our advice, we may
consider tax authorities that are subject to change, retroactively and/or prospectively,
and any such changes could affect the validity of our advice. We will not update our
advice for subsequent changes or modifications to the laws and regulations, or to the
judicial and administrative interpretations thereof. The advice or other information in
this document was prepared for the sole benefit of KPMG's client and may not be
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside KPMG. Do not click links, open attachments or forward
unless you recognize the sender, the sender’s email domain and you know the content is safe. Forward
suspicious emails as an attachment to US-KPMG SPAM Collection Mailbox (spam@KPMG.com).


relied upon by any other person or organization. KPMG accepts no responsibility or
liability in respect of this document to any person or organization other than KPMG's
client.


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is
intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any
action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be
unlawful. When addressed to our clients any opinions or advice contained in this
email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing KPMG client
engagement letter.
*********************************************************************
**
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From: Lauber, Joseph
To: Kubicek, Craig
Cc: Kilgore, Robin; Goins, Anthony; Curran, Dan
Subject: RE: Economic Development RFP
Date: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 11:55:38 AM


Good Morning Craig,
 
Thank you for bringing this to our attention.  The inclusion of preferential language for HBCUs in RFP
114045 O3 was an oversight on the Department’s part. 
 
The scoring for the proposals has not yet begun and the evaluation committee will be instructed to
apply no preferential treatment relating to HBCUs.
 
Special attention to Article I-30 will be applied during the preparation of all future bidding
opportunities.
 
Please contact me if you have any additional questions pertaining to this matter.
 
Regards,
 
Joe
 
 
 
Joseph H. Lauber
Deputy Director – Operations/Chief Legal Officer
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002
Lincoln, NE  68521
joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov
Office: 402-471-3758
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
From: Kubicek, Craig <craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 12:37 PM
To: Kilgore, Robin <robin.kilgore@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Economic Development RFP
 
Good Afternoon,
 
As you may know, the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) has an anonymous hotline
number and email for Nebraskans to raise issues about possible waste, mismanagement, or
fraud within government.  In connection with this, we help to provide accurate information to
taxpayers and attempt to correct misperceptions about government.  We try to do so in a
timely manner, believing this to be a valuable service to the State’s citizens.
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Recently, we received some concerns regarding RFP 114045 O3 and how a provision therein
for granting preference to HBCUs appears to conflict with the Nebraska State Constitution.
 The following is found on page 29 of the attached PDF of that RFP: “Detail how the Bidder
will target regions across the U.S. to recruit students to Nebraska internships. The Department
will preference, Bidders who include HBCUs.” 
 
Article I-30 (“Discrimination or grant of preferential treatment prohibited; public employment,
public education, or public contracting; section, how construed; remedies.”) of the Nebraska
Constitution contains the following:
 
(1) The state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual
or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of
public employment, public education, or public contracting.
 
In order to assist us with the inquiry received, could you please tell me whether this
constitutional prohibition against preferential treatment based on “race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
national origin in the operation of . . . public contracting” was taken into consideration when
including the preferential language for HBCUs in RFP 114045 O3?  If so, could you please
explain how such language was determined to be in accordance with Article I-30?  
 
Thank you very much for your assistance with this inquiry.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Kubicek, CPA, CFE
Deputy Auditor
Auditor of Public Accounts
Room 2303, State Capitol
Lincoln, NE 68509
phone 402-326-3063
craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov
 


This message (including any attachments) contains confidential information
intended for a specific individual and purpose, and is protected by law. If you are
not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure, copying,
or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
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From: Lauber, Joseph
To: Baker, Rose; Curran, Dan; Fox, Joseph; Hiatt, Sheryl; Brooks, Trevon
Cc: Goins, Anthony
Subject: RE: InternNE - RFP
Date: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 12:00:09 PM


Good Morning Evaluation Team,
 
The State Auditor has pointed out that including the preferential language for HBCUs in RFP 114045
O3 is in violation of Article I-30 of the Nebraska State Constitution that provides:
 
(1) The state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual
or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of
public employment, public education, or public contracting.
 
As such, when you are scoring you are instructed to not provide any preferential treatment as it
pertains to HBCUs. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions related to this instruction.
 
Regards,
 
Joe
 
 
 
Joseph H. Lauber
Deputy Director – Operations/Chief Legal Officer
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002
Lincoln, NE  68521
joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov
Office: 402-471-3758
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Baker, Rose <rose.baker@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 11:28 AM
To: Curran, Dan <Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Fox, Joseph <joe.fox@nebraska.gov>; Hiatt, Sheryl
<Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Brooks, Trevon <Trevon.Brooks@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>; Lauber, Joseph <joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov>
Subject: InternNE - RFP
 
Hello,
 
The Department received 2 proposals for InternNE. We will meet on Friday, January 13, at 2:30pm in
the Main Conference Room (WebEx link will be included). Please review and score each proposal
utilizing the scoresheet provided in the file folder in the O drive: \\stnnas01\deddata$\DED\RFP
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1145045 03 - InternNE.
 
Also, attached is a Conflict of Interest form that each evaluator must sign. Please sign and email back
to me prior to our meeting next Friday. If you  have any questions, please let me know.
 
Trevon – Tony requested you be part of the scoring committee. If you have any additional questions
or need to be brought up to speed, don’t hesitate to give me a call.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Rose Baker | Talent Team Manager
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
(402) 471-1559| (402) 314-4819 (c) | rose.baker@nebraska.gov
https://opportunity.nebraska.gov | thegoodlifeiscalling.com
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Chappelear, Trinity; Curran, Dan
Subject: RE: No vaccine passports
Date: Friday, August 6, 2021 9:47:00 AM


Got it
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Chappelear, Trinity <Trinity.Chappelear@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 9:41 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>; Curran, Dan <Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>
Subject: RE: No vaccine passports
 
Matt has said to ignore.   This appears to be where the emails originate from and that they have an
issue with their database, as the intent it to send to Governors and Legislators. 
 
https://limitgov.salsalabs.org/no-vaccine-mandates/index.html
 
 


From: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 9:38 AM
To: Chappelear, Trinity <Trinity.Chappelear@nebraska.gov>; Curran, Dan
<Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>
Subject: FW: No vaccine passports
 
I got about 30 of these emails
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
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From: Rosalie Joy <coachrosaliej@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 5, 2021 6:16 PM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: No vaccine passports
 
Dear Mr. Goins,


As your constituent and your boss, I demand that you do everything in your power to ban Vaccine
Mandates and Passports. This is an unconstitutional deprivation of liberty without due process and is
a critical issue to me. It is unconscionable that Americans freedom of movement would be
threatened in an attempt to coerce people to get vaccinated, even as Anthony Fauci is urging masks
be worn by the vaccinated and unvaccinated. I’ll be watching how you vote.


Sincerely,
Rosalie Joy
P.O. Box 36
Eustis, NE 69028
308-486-4861
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From: Kubicek, Craig
To: Lauber, Joseph
Cc: Kilgore, Robin; Goins, Anthony; Curran, Dan
Subject: RE: RE: Economic Development RFP
Date: Friday, January 6, 2023 10:52:36 AM


Good Morning,
 
Thanks for the update and quick response.
 
Craig Kubicek, CPA, CFE
Deputy Auditor
Auditor of Public Accounts
Room 2303, State Capitol
Lincoln, NE 68509
phone 402-326-3063
craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov
 


This message (including any attachments) contains confidential information
intended for a specific individual and purpose, and is protected by law. If you are
not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure, copying,
or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
 


From: Lauber, Joseph <joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 11:56 AM
To: Kubicek, Craig <craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Kilgore, Robin <robin.kilgore@nebraska.gov>; Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>;
Curran, Dan <Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>
Subject: RE: Economic Development RFP
 
Good Morning Craig,
 
Thank you for bringing this to our attention.  The inclusion of preferential language for HBCUs in RFP
114045 O3 was an oversight on the Department’s part. 
 
The scoring for the proposals has not yet begun and the evaluation committee will be instructed to
apply no preferential treatment relating to HBCUs.
 
Special attention to Article I-30 will be applied during the preparation of all future bidding
opportunities.
 
Please contact me if you have any additional questions pertaining to this matter.
 
Regards,
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Joe
 
 
 
Joseph H. Lauber
Deputy Director – Operations/Chief Legal Officer
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002
Lincoln, NE  68521
joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov
Office: 402-471-3758
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
From: Kubicek, Craig <craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 12:37 PM
To: Kilgore, Robin <robin.kilgore@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Economic Development RFP
 
Good Afternoon,
 
As you may know, the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) has an anonymous hotline
number and email for Nebraskans to raise issues about possible waste, mismanagement, or
fraud within government.  In connection with this, we help to provide accurate information to
taxpayers and attempt to correct misperceptions about government.  We try to do so in a
timely manner, believing this to be a valuable service to the State’s citizens.
 
Recently, we received some concerns regarding RFP 114045 O3 and how a provision therein
for granting preference to HBCUs appears to conflict with the Nebraska State Constitution.
 The following is found on page 29 of the attached PDF of that RFP: “Detail how the Bidder
will target regions across the U.S. to recruit students to Nebraska internships. The Department
will preference, Bidders who include HBCUs.” 
 
Article I-30 (“Discrimination or grant of preferential treatment prohibited; public employment,
public education, or public contracting; section, how construed; remedies.”) of the Nebraska
Constitution contains the following:
 
(1) The state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual
or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of
public employment, public education, or public contracting.
 
In order to assist us with the inquiry received, could you please tell me whether this
constitutional prohibition against preferential treatment based on “race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
national origin in the operation of . . . public contracting” was taken into consideration when
including the preferential language for HBCUs in RFP 114045 O3?  If so, could you please
explain how such language was determined to be in accordance with Article I-30?  
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Thank you very much for your assistance with this inquiry.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Kubicek, CPA, CFE
Deputy Auditor
Auditor of Public Accounts
Room 2303, State Capitol
Lincoln, NE 68509
phone 402-326-3063
craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov
 


This message (including any attachments) contains confidential information
intended for a specific individual and purpose, and is protected by law. If you are
not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure, copying,
or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
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From: Ranjit, Punnya
To: Goins, Anthony
Subject: RE: can you give me a call? DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Thursday, August 12, 2021 9:44:06 AM
Importance: High


Tony,
 
I spoke to Donald this morning and the hourly rate for them is $260 per hour. He said they use sub-
contractors, so the rate may come down a bit, but this is the highest it can go on an average.
 
With that rate and roughly 8800 hours, we would be looking at $2,288,000.
 
Hope this information helps.
 
Thank you
Punnya
 
 
Punnya Ranjit
Internal Auditor


 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-4862
punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 3:03 PM
To: Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: can you give me a call? DED HUD Project follow up
 
 
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com> 
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Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 11:19 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>; Eickhoff, Susan J <seickhoff@kpmg.com>; Curran, Dan
<Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Kohout, Lynn <lynn.kohout@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve
<Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Meschke,
Cassandra M <cmmeschke@kpmg.com>; Bartlett, Philip <pbbartlett@kpmg.com>; Hiatt, Sheryl
<Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this amazing opportunity
to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After review of the information provided
by your team earlier this week and meeting internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to
assist DED but we do have a couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to
proceed that are noted below:
 


       Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and Lynn we
understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of monitoring reviews is
roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for Home.  Based on our hourly rates, we
would be over the DED threshold and understand a bid process would be required.


       Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of liability clause that
basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the event DED experience losses in
connection with the agreement. It is our understanding that the State of Nebraska takes the legal
position that the limitation of liability is unconstitutional. We will have to get additional internal
approvals to complete this work if selected in the RFP process. Please note that we would work
internally to get approvals prior to submitting an RFP.


       Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and the
University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to the State of Nebraska and the
DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this project.
 
We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability clause and
independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com
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Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth herein and is
based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts, assumptions and/or representations
included. In rendering our advice, we may consider tax authorities that are subject to change,
retroactively and/or prospectively, and any such changes could affect the validity of our advice. We
will not update our advice for subsequent changes or modifications to the laws and regulations, or
to the judicial and administrative interpretations thereof. The advice or other information in this
document was prepared for the sole benefit of KPMG's client and may not be relied upon by any
other person or organization. KPMG accepts no responsibility or liability in respect of this document
to any person or organization other than KPMG's client.


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the
addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is
prohibited and may be unlawful. When addressed to our clients any opinions or advice contained in
this email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing KPMG client
engagement letter.
***********************************************************************








From: Goins, Anthony
To: Ranjit, Punnya
Subject: RE: can you give me a call? DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Thursday, August 12, 2021 1:18:00 PM


Got it
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 9:44 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: RE: can you give me a call? DED HUD Project follow up
Importance: High
 
Tony,
 
I spoke to Donald this morning and the hourly rate for them is $260 per hour. He said they use sub-
contractors, so the rate may come down a bit, but this is the highest it can go on an average.
 
With that rate and roughly 8800 hours, we would be looking at $2,288,000.
 
Hope this information helps.
 
Thank you
Punnya
 
 
Punnya Ranjit
Internal Auditor


 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-4862
punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov> 
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Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 3:03 PM
To: Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: can you give me a call? DED HUD Project follow up
 
 
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 11:19 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>; Eickhoff, Susan J <seickhoff@kpmg.com>; Curran, Dan
<Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Kohout, Lynn <lynn.kohout@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve
<Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Meschke,
Cassandra M <cmmeschke@kpmg.com>; Bartlett, Philip <pbbartlett@kpmg.com>; Hiatt, Sheryl
<Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this amazing opportunity
to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After review of the information provided
by your team earlier this week and meeting internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to
assist DED but we do have a couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to
proceed that are noted below:
 


         Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and Lynn we
understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of monitoring reviews is
roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for Home.  Based on our hourly rates, we
would be over the DED threshold and understand a bid process would be required.


         Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of liability clause that
basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the event DED experience losses in
connection with the agreement. It is our understanding that the State of Nebraska takes the legal
position that the limitation of liability is unconstitutional. We will have to get additional internal
approvals to complete this work if selected in the RFP process. Please note that we would work
internally to get approvals prior to submitting an RFP.
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         Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and the
University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to the State of Nebraska and the
DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this project.
 
We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability clause and
independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com


 
 
 
Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth herein and is
based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts, assumptions and/or representations
included. In rendering our advice, we may consider tax authorities that are subject to change,
retroactively and/or prospectively, and any such changes could affect the validity of our advice. We
will not update our advice for subsequent changes or modifications to the laws and regulations, or
to the judicial and administrative interpretations thereof. The advice or other information in this
document was prepared for the sole benefit of KPMG's client and may not be relied upon by any
other person or organization. KPMG accepts no responsibility or liability in respect of this document
to any person or organization other than KPMG's client.


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the
addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is
prohibited and may be unlawful. When addressed to our clients any opinions or advice contained in
this email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing KPMG client
engagement letter.
***********************************************************************
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November 2, 2022


Competitive pressures on
small lenders ease as
refinances diminish
By Jim Dobbs       3 min read


The shift in refi behavior — in the wake of
multiple Federal Reserve interest rate hikes
— helped fuel a loan growth trend that's
expected to continue through year-
end. Read story →


From: American Banker
To: Goins, Anthony
Subject: Silver lining for lenders from slow refi market; NCUA focuses on liquidity risk; Amazon aims to make cash advances safer
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 7:01:16 AM


Prepared for Anthony


Goldman ups its efforts to woo clients' developers
By Penny Crosman       4 min read


The Platform Solutions group, headed by former chief strategy officer Stephanie Cohen, is
building embedded banking solutions for corporate clients. Read story →


R E L A T E D


5 tech trends helping the unbanked access financial services →
The proliferation of mobile banking and online payment services like PayPal is one of several
reasons more consumers have joined the financial mainstream, according to the FDIC's latest report
on Americans' access to banking services.


What happens when the CFPB's funding question hits the
Supreme Court?
By Kate Berry       7 min read



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29t%2FqP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxJTJCJTI3LSUyNyUyQjExMDIyMDIyJmJ0X2VlPUxJdGNkZm9IdEZ0ODVTY09NNTJYNDQ5bTRKVGR2WUNUSnhGUWdqUHRnT0x5VjRjaUZ2d1JhR3ZFUkJjNGdMZSUyQiZidF90cz0xNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY5%2Fsob807a1872&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753449033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KIyJLQNGIXPoinrhEF9qivLTB5BWh1FHOuOBAMFw4r0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly92aWV3Lm5ld3NsZXR0ZXJzLmFyaXplbnQuY29tL21lc3NhZ2VzLzE2NjczOTA0NTU1NjdjZWNiM2Q5YWQwNjkvcmF3%2FqP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxJTJCJTI3LSUyNyUyQjExMDIyMDIyJmJ0X2VlPUxJdGNkZm9IdEZ0ODVTY09NNTJYNDQ5bTRKVGR2WUNUSnhGUWdqUHRnT0x5VjRjaUZ2d1JhR3ZFUkJjNGdMZSUyQiZidF90cz0xNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY5%2Fsmfafba7ccd&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6PoS5F5rlUdJ9l%2By8Fniqf2OYUFrelkSQXIRNhbBxMw%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3MvY29tcGV0aXRpdmUtcHJlc3N1cmVzLW9uLXNtYWxsLWxlbmRlcnMtZWFzZS1hcy1yZWZpbmFuY2VzLWRpbWluaXNo%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8xJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxLTExMDIyMDIyJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxJTJCJTI3LSUyNyUyQjExMDIyMDIyJmJ0X2VlPUxJdGNkZm9IdEZ0ODVTY09NNTJYNDQ5bTRKVGR2WUNUSnhGUWdqUHRnT0x5VjRjaUZ2d1JhR3ZFUkJjNGdMZSUyQiZidF90cz0xNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY5%2Fstb189a3a1f&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FiE3%2BZWPQa9taBEuCPwqyIJYqAeCioWZNE7jyukV7vU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3MvY29tcGV0aXRpdmUtcHJlc3N1cmVzLW9uLXNtYWxsLWxlbmRlcnMtZWFzZS1hcy1yZWZpbmFuY2VzLWRpbWluaXNo%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8xJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxLTExMDIyMDIyJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxJTJCJTI3LSUyNyUyQjExMDIyMDIyJmJ0X2VlPUxJdGNkZm9IdEZ0ODVTY09NNTJYNDQ5bTRKVGR2WUNUSnhGUWdqUHRnT0x5VjRjaUZ2d1JhR3ZFUkJjNGdMZSUyQiZidF90cz0xNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY5%2Fstb189a3a1f&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FiE3%2BZWPQa9taBEuCPwqyIJYqAeCioWZNE7jyukV7vU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3MvY29tcGV0aXRpdmUtcHJlc3N1cmVzLW9uLXNtYWxsLWxlbmRlcnMtZWFzZS1hcy1yZWZpbmFuY2VzLWRpbWluaXNo%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8xJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxLTExMDIyMDIyJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxJTJCJTI3LSUyNyUyQjExMDIyMDIyJmJ0X2VlPUxJdGNkZm9IdEZ0ODVTY09NNTJYNDQ5bTRKVGR2WUNUSnhGUWdqUHRnT0x5VjRjaUZ2d1JhR3ZFUkJjNGdMZSUyQiZidF90cz0xNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY5%2Fstb189a3a1f&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FiE3%2BZWPQa9taBEuCPwqyIJYqAeCioWZNE7jyukV7vU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3MvY29tcGV0aXRpdmUtcHJlc3N1cmVzLW9uLXNtYWxsLWxlbmRlcnMtZWFzZS1hcy1yZWZpbmFuY2VzLWRpbWluaXNo%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8xJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxLTExMDIyMDIyJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxJTJCJTI3LSUyNyUyQjExMDIyMDIyJmJ0X2VlPUxJdGNkZm9IdEZ0ODVTY09NNTJYNDQ5bTRKVGR2WUNUSnhGUWdqUHRnT0x5VjRjaUZ2d1JhR3ZFUkJjNGdMZSUyQiZidF90cz0xNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY5%2Fstb189a3a1f&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FiE3%2BZWPQa9taBEuCPwqyIJYqAeCioWZNE7jyukV7vU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3MvY29tcGV0aXRpdmUtcHJlc3N1cmVzLW9uLXNtYWxsLWxlbmRlcnMtZWFzZS1hcy1yZWZpbmFuY2VzLWRpbWluaXNo%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8xJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxLTExMDIyMDIyJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxJTJCJTI3LSUyNyUyQjExMDIyMDIyJmJ0X2VlPUxJdGNkZm9IdEZ0ODVTY09NNTJYNDQ5bTRKVGR2WUNUSnhGUWdqUHRnT0x5VjRjaUZ2d1JhR3ZFUkJjNGdMZSUyQiZidF90cz0xNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY5%2Fstb189a3a1f&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FiE3%2BZWPQa9taBEuCPwqyIJYqAeCioWZNE7jyukV7vU%3D&reserved=0

mailto:messages@newsletters.arizent.com

mailto:Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3MvZ29sZG1hbi11cHMtaXRzLWVmZm9ydHMtdG8td29vLWNsaWVudHMtZGV2ZWxvcGVycw%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8yJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1BQiUyMERhaWx5JTIwQnJpZWZpbmctMTEwMjIwMjImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVYyX0FCX0RhaWx5XzIwMjElMkIlMjctJTI3JTJCMTEwMjIwMjImYnRfZWU9TEl0Y2Rmb0h0RnQ4NVNjT001Mlg0NDltNEpUZHZZQ1RKeEZRZ2pQdGdPTHlWNGNpRnZ3UmFHdkVSQmM0Z0xlJTJCJmJ0X3RzPTE2NjczOTA0NTU1Njk%2Fsj629cd8317&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8iEj6XgMZPlbZ8eUtT6RJDJ61txaEAAWzg8ej%2FcK7ls%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3MvZ29sZG1hbi11cHMtaXRzLWVmZm9ydHMtdG8td29vLWNsaWVudHMtZGV2ZWxvcGVycw%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8yJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1BQiUyMERhaWx5JTIwQnJpZWZpbmctMTEwMjIwMjImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVYyX0FCX0RhaWx5XzIwMjElMkIlMjctJTI3JTJCMTEwMjIwMjImYnRfZWU9TEl0Y2Rmb0h0RnQ4NVNjT001Mlg0NDltNEpUZHZZQ1RKeEZRZ2pQdGdPTHlWNGNpRnZ3UmFHdkVSQmM0Z0xlJTJCJmJ0X3RzPTE2NjczOTA0NTU1Njk%2Fsj629cd8317&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8iEj6XgMZPlbZ8eUtT6RJDJ61txaEAAWzg8ej%2FcK7ls%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL2xpc3QvNS10ZWNoLXRyZW5kcy1oZWxwaW5nLXRoZS11bmJhbmtlZC1hY2Nlc3MtZmluYW5jaWFsLXNlcnZpY2Vz%2FqP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1WMl9BQl9EYWlseV8yMDIxJTJCJTI3LSUyNyUyQjExMDIyMDIyJmJ0X2VlPUxJdGNkZm9IdEZ0ODVTY09NNTJYNDQ5bTRKVGR2WUNUSnhGUWdqUHRnT0x5VjRjaUZ2d1JhR3ZFUkJjNGdMZSUyQiZidF90cz0xNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY5%2Fst4732329b4&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=brcmfy86MLg0SW4WiBeyGPKeL6WY2kQ8PLdcrgQCWfo%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3Mvd2hhdC1oYXBwZW5zLXdoZW4tdGhlLWNmcGJzLWZ1bmRpbmctcXVlc3Rpb24taGl0cy10aGUtc3VwcmVtZS1jb3VydA%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8zJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1BQiUyMERhaWx5JTIwQnJpZWZpbmctMTEwMjIwMjImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVYyX0FCX0RhaWx5XzIwMjElMkIlMjctJTI3JTJCMTEwMjIwMjImYnRfZWU9TEl0Y2Rmb0h0RnQ4NVNjT001Mlg0NDltNEpUZHZZQ1RKeEZRZ2pQdGdPTHlWNGNpRnZ3UmFHdkVSQmM0Z0xlJTJCJmJ0X3RzPTE2NjczOTA0NTU1Njk%2Fso79098a06b&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dCDX9OEFvvc3kxf3uqToAfilPo5iFm4uRuY4Z3m9FYE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.newsletters.arizent.com%2Fclick%3FEYW50aG9ueS5nb2luc0BuZWJyYXNrYS5nb3Y%2FCeyJtaWQiOiIxNjY3MzkwNDU1NTY3Y2VjYjNkOWFkMDY5IiwiY3QiOiJzb3VyY2VtZWRpYS1wcm9kLTZmOTY4NjA2YWYzNTlhYjhiZWU2Yjk5MTU1YjJkMGEyLTM2MyIsInJkIjoibmVicmFza2EuZ292In0%2FHWkhfYXJpemVudG5ld3NfTkRCQU0xMTAyMjAyMjQxNDAyNTM2MyxhejEsaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1lcmljYW5iYW5rZXIuY29tL25ld3Mvd2hhdC1oYXBwZW5zLXdoZW4tdGhlLWNmcGJzLWZ1bmRpbmctcXVlc3Rpb24taGl0cy10aGUtc3VwcmVtZS1jb3VydA%2FqP3Bvc2l0aW9uPWVkaXRvcmlhbF8zJmNhbXBhaWdubmFtZT1BQiUyMERhaWx5JTIwQnJpZWZpbmctMTEwMjIwMjImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVYyX0FCX0RhaWx5XzIwMjElMkIlMjctJTI3JTJCMTEwMjIwMjImYnRfZWU9TEl0Y2Rmb0h0RnQ4NVNjT001Mlg0NDltNEpUZHZZQ1RKeEZRZ2pQdGdPTHlWNGNpRnZ3UmFHdkVSQmM0Z0xlJTJCJmJ0X3RzPTE2NjczOTA0NTU1Njk%2Fso79098a06b&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e1c79165e214222ad3208dabcc9f018%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638029872753605254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dCDX9OEFvvc3kxf3uqToAfilPo5iFm4uRuY4Z3m9FYE%3D&reserved=0





Legal experts are gaming out the various options for the CFPB after a three-judge panel of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit ruled on Oct. 19 that the bureau's funding is
unconstitutional. Read story →


Pushback from U.S. banks softens GFANZ climate rules
By Jordan Stutts       3 min read


The global climate coalition said in a new report that its members maintain "independent
investment decision-making" authority after some U.S. banks grew concerned about legal
exposure to rules requiring the phaseout of fossil-fuel investments. Read story →
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Credit union regulator says liquidity risk is top priority for
2023
By Ken McCarthy       3 min read


Rising interest rates are forcing credit unions to pay more for deposits while they are
sitting on low-yielding loans, according to the National Credit Union Administration's
eastern regional director, John Kutchey. Read story →


S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T


How to Decrease Fixed Costs and Improve Customer Service
How to improve operations and help with return on investment while simultaneously
improving service for customers Read More →


How Amazon could make merchant cash advances safer
By Kate Fitzgerald       3 min read


Law enforcement's recent crackdown on shady operators paved the way for Amazon to
bring broader scale and transparency to the lucrative market of lending to merchants.
 Read story →
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PROGRAMMING NOTE: Morning Education will not publish on Friday, July
3, or Monday, July 6. We'll return to our normal schedule on Tuesday, July 7.
In the meantime, please continue to follow Pro Education.


Programming announcement: Our newsletters are evolving. Morning
Education will continue to publish daily for POLITICO Pro subscribers, but
starting on July 13th will consolidate to a weekly newsletter for all others.
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There will be no changes to the policy newsletters available to POLITICO Pro
subscribers. To continue to receive Morning Education daily, as well as access
POLITICO Pro’s full suite of policy tools and trackers, get in touch about a Pro
subscription . Already a Pro subscriber? Learn more here.


Q U I C K  F I X


— The Supreme Court dealt a huge victory to backers of school choice,
including the Trump administration. The court, in a 5-4 vote along ideological
lines, declared Montana’s exclusion of religious schools from a tax-credit
scholarship program to be unconstitutional.


— The CDC is out with new guidance on reopening colleges. It cautions
against “entry testing” on campuses.


— A trio of Education Secretary Betsy DeVos’ major rules overhauling
higher education takes effect today. And the Trump administration is now
planning new regulations aimed at combating anti-Semitism, particularly on
college campuses.


IT’S WEDNESDAY, JULY 1. WELCOME TO MORNING EDUCATION. Drop
me a line with your tips and feedback: mstratford@politico.com or
@mstratford. Share event listings: educalendar@politicopro.com. And follow us
on Twitter: @Morning_Edu and @POLITICOPro.


Get the free POLITICO news app for the critical updates you need. Breaking
news, analysis, videos, and podcasts, right at your fingertips. Download for iOS
and Android.


D R I V I N G  T H E  D A Y


WHAT’S NEXT AFTER BIG SCOTUS WIN FOR RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS,
SCHOOL CHOICE: The Supreme Court’s ruling on Tuesday in a Montana
school choice case could have major implications for the use of public dollars to
pay for religious schools, potentially breaking down barriers in states with
prohibitions.
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— The ruling is a huge victory for school choice advocates including
DeVos, who called on states to "seize the extraordinary opportunity" to expand
education options. In a tweet, President Donald Trump called the ruling “a
historic win for families who want SCHOOL CHOICE NOW!” He added that
school choice “is a civil rights issue, and no parent should have to send their
child to a failing school.”


— Teachers unions, however, said the ruling will hurt students by
siphoning funds from public schools. American Federation of Teachers
President Randi Weingarten called the decision a "seismic shock that threatens
both public education and religious liberty."


— The background: Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue looked at
whether the Montana Supreme Court violated the U.S. Constitution when it
struck down a tax-credit scholarship program that allowed students to attend
private schools, including religious schools. In the 5-4 decision written by Chief
Justice John Roberts, the court found that application of Montana's “no-aid
provision” did violate the constitution and discriminated against religious
schools and families whose children attend or hope to attend.


— Nicole Gaudiano has a rundown on what to expect after the major Supreme
Court decision.


BECOME A CHINA WATCHER: Get unique insight and expert analysis of the
latest decisions being made in Washington and Beijing. Keep up with the
nuances of this critical relationship that will shape the world for decades to
come, and the power players driving the conversation. Become a China Watcher
to see where these world superpowers are headed before anyone else.
Subscribe Today.


H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N


CDC CAUTIONS COLLEGES AGAINST ‘ENTRY TESTING’ FOR COVID-19:
The health agency cautioned colleges and universities against testing all of their
students and faculty for the novel coronavirus before allowing them onto
campus, as part of new recommendations made public on Tuesday . But federal
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health experts still recommend that higher education institutions test people
suspected to have been in close contact with infected patients, even if they’re not
showing symptoms.


— The CDC also suggests broader testing for people who have been in
contact with infected patients in settings where the disease can quickly
spread, including residence halls, laboratories and communal spaces such as
bathrooms or lounges.


— The federal guidelines say schools located in regions experiencing
“moderate to substantial community transmission” of Covid-19 may
consider testing some or all students and staff who have no known exposure to
the virus. Juan Perez Jr. has more.


— Next up: More CDC guidance on reopening K-12 schools is expected later
this week.


MAJOR DEVOS OVERHAUL OF HIGHER EDUCATION TAKES EFFECT
TODAY: A slew of major Trump administration policies affecting colleges and
universities officially takes effect today. Here’s a rundown of how DeVos has
reshaped federal higher education policy using her regulatory pen:


— The Obama-era “gainful employment” rule is officially off the books.
The policy had sought to cut off federal funding to low-performing career college
programs, particularly those at for-profit colleges — but had been decried by
conservatives and the industry since the Obama administration first started
writing the rule a decade ago. The Trump administration had already largely
hamstrung implementation of the rule and allowed colleges to implement early
the repeal.


— DeVos’ revised “borrower defense to repayment” rule goes into full
force. The rule sets more stringent standards than the Obama-era policy for
forgiving federal student loans based on a college’s misconduct. It also
eliminates the Obama-era ban on colleges forcing their students to settle many
types of disputes against their school through arbitration, rather than in court.


— Also taking effect is DeVos’ new rule governing college accreditation.
The policy eases some of the requirements that college accreditors must meet in
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order to obtain federal recognition, an important status that enables the colleges
they accredit to be eligible for federal student aid.


— What to watch next: Nearly all of the Trump administration’s rollback of
regulations are being challenged in court by consumer groups, labor
organizations and Democratic state attorneys general. But none of those legal
challenges have yet to stop these rules from taking effect today.


MORE ON THE WAY… DEVOS PLANS NEW CIVIL RIGHTS REGULATIONS
ON ANTI-SEMITISM: The Trump administration is planning to write new
regulations to change how the Education Department’s Office for Civil Rights
addresses allegations of discrimination against Jewish students. The
department said in a regulatory notice that it would propose new rules this fall
to carry out Trump’s executive order from December that the White House said
was meant to combat anti-Semitism, particularly on college campuses. The
Trump administration has decried the boycott, divestment and sanctions
movement against Israel on campuses as anti-Semitic.


— The executive order recommended that the Education Department and
other agencies consider adopting a controversial definition of anti-
Semitism that is favored by pro-Israel groups but that critics, including
advocates for Palestinian rights, worry will stifle free speech and criticism of
Israel on campus. The proposed regulations will amend the department’s
regulations that implement Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the agency
said, but it did not go further in elaborating on the potential changes.


— Also new on the regulatory agenda released on Tuesday: New
regulations to force colleges to disclose to the Education Department copies of
the contracts they have with foreign sources. The Trump administration had
previously teased that as part of its crackdown on how colleges and universities
report foreign gifts.
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O N  T H E  H I L L


HOUSE TO VOTE ON INFRASTRUCTURE BILL WITH FUNDING FOR
SCHOOLS: House lawmakers are expected to finish work today on Democrats’
sweeping infrastructure package, H.R. 2 (116), that includes $130 billion for
upgrading the nation’s poorest public schools — it's expected to pass along party
lines but faces an uphill battle after that.


SENATE DEMOCRATS PITCH $430B FOR EDUCATION, CHILD CARE IN
NEXT STIMULUS: Senate Democrats on Tuesday unveiled a new coronavirus
relief package that includes $430 billion for child care, K-12 schools and higher
education. The bill, introduced by Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer , stakes out Democrats’ negotiating position as the
Senate gears up for another economic rescue package in the coming month.


— What’s in the bill: The legislation would include $345 billion for education,
broken down in the same way as the CARES Act, H.R. 748 (116) . That includes
$175 billion for K-12 schools, $132 billion for higher education and $33 billion
in education aid that would be at the discretion of governors. It would also
include $50 billion for child care and another $1.5 billion for programs aimed at
preventing child abuse and neglect.


— What's next: Democrats’ proposal comes as Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell said on Tuesday that his chamber would focus on the next relief
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package when it returns from the two-week July Fourth recess. McConnell said
the goal was to finish the package before the August break.


— Senate HELP Chair Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) has said he believes that
more federal funding for schools and colleges is needed to allow educational
institutions to reopen this fall.


— Both Alexander and McConnell have said liability shields for schools,
colleges and businesses must be included in the next relief package.


WINNERS PLAY THE LONG GAME : With so much going on in the present, it
is more important than ever to look ahead to how society will thrive in the
future. "The Long Game" is a newsletter designed for executives, investors and
policymakers leading that conversation. Engage with the sharpest minds on our
biggest challenges, from pandemics to environmental justice, climate change to
renewable energy, inequality and the future of work. Subscribe today for a
nuanced look at these issues and possible solutions. Subscribe today.


S Y L L A B U S


— New Hampshire passes bill to 'fill in some key gaps' on new Title IX rule:
POLITICO Pro.


— Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis vetoes funding for online learning program amid
coronavirus resurgence: POLITICO Pro Florida.


— New Jersey bill would grant legal immunity to colleges that reopen during
pandemic: POLITICO Pro New Jersey.


— Teachers are reinventing how Black history, anti-racism are taught in schools
as system falls short: ABC News.


— California cuts $1.7 billion from public colleges, delays payments to public
schools: The Associated Press.


— Education Department left Social Security numbers of thousands of
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borrowers exposed for months: The Washington Post.


Follow us on Twitter
Jane Norman @janenorman
Michael Stratford @mstratford
Nicole Gaudiano @ngaudiano
Bianca Quilantan @biancaquilan
Juan Perez Jr. @PerezJr


F O L L O W  U S


To change your alert settings, please log in at https://login.politico.com/_login?


base=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com


This email was sent to anthony.goins@nebraska.gov by: POLITICO, LLC 1000 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, VA, 22209, USA


Please click here and follow the steps to unsubscribe.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e77a7df43a20738b6818ed3beb55ea844589ae2489071c8efd6b4ae435ec186e093c1d77ed7bc1d97625da40c6aaafc20&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196007537&sdata=C9dnskTVH0P59iRQSZPcgdJiJWovYsXmKD77ZweGb%2BI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e32804b2cb967395c3c5938e1ca9e9f35f919ca15e09907220ee285bba41d0c46380fe99da58765989840a905dd20c135&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196007537&sdata=VK9e58LiOw91setSebUfBHe5aUhZZ8Gd8ig1yDvHd6c%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e28112f9ce7501dade2688714ecff9e1bb10dcd3384c98b8ecbe587a53c354c1f2c5ea104facd618743e074f7e898204a&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196017495&sdata=pk%2FNvOsFnyx5XtJjcyuEvmLuYoeMOQNwVo1cu%2BfSNzI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1ef23e95a47ea84ca228123cb5efd7c2d0f6917a84d0f00af15b0706d5dd1702818f40182e5d2b7dc7f3a8bb17c246878c&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196017495&sdata=LgUGxgQYM8yDoybtCRSsJWyk4kcU4%2Fro7NDscrlhXjQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1ecf18c0058202d41f19de1f849180c823ef5f67cb4f7cc4ae8783b186438d246d9513442d6f8b3a7e87a3d81e8c806a90&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196027449&sdata=YGF22zqkWLMjJUBj4ps9Hy79EZhee49OZECoShWq6qA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e169ae44efa9a8870b2774c062f4485d2806367913e13a305d6af92b52b12503990dbc035124145263a2b20a9656b0843&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196027449&sdata=O5LucqSZ5XaXmU9QrgmyXoSbgnmVQ8%2FsFbIqPBmwY%2BY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1ecf9bb43ba37b169f4e1801bcf81b39befe958638d9ec6bf23d95f62db0f6854cee79df4af947825e88ad5e101e84a4fd&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196037405&sdata=rxSGTfxUhVKAbWYnDlGXQegwZWsQ8W%2B2dVHl7ooArhA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e4573c43f120f3571d7420e0716c8b3818e0f1f8ae0f3d823e140db1dd00224aa1027de65b766cb065584558b0c618508&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196037405&sdata=ZlRDhx05WJguYSBCWSwI7dBCC7xGasGtnaGISgAIdhU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1ea2e966f72dce3855447bae637b92cc7e405666da6289b703b7d4191e212ea44045beec40a7216ba958ab0a16a16911a2&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196047362&sdata=8gO0q3pV3KvfBYIt92H5%2FVrdfe%2Bh9cCsBNYOrr7KNKQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e360c243e5736a16cfa5db3a8959d24e2bbf23a5c1806e7b895d2a3fb16d77c47b51c3db90dfcb82f663097cd6908b10e&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196047362&sdata=P1SqBBEChZIz9D%2Bd0btJnWwf49NqCpC12LBQBe0L6BE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e8188457e40a8c3eef6ca1d9bfea27dbc041bd496549a955aca21925974420b553f90a12b0db71009bac1c5b66ab85ed3&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196057319&sdata=UgX%2F7HEVILzrTgjXIYWL0WOFbXVxgOJ5tXAnjNLlL0M%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e8188457e40a8c3eef6ca1d9bfea27dbc041bd496549a955aca21925974420b553f90a12b0db71009bac1c5b66ab85ed3&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196057319&sdata=UgX%2F7HEVILzrTgjXIYWL0WOFbXVxgOJ5tXAnjNLlL0M%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dda2f79ad20128a1e9262cd503a5cd1358ce005f9bb2f3dc399d1cf3c210e4497544265abd88cdd3b303914c4dabb4df6288f1f17f409287d&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C669a52d5b4ac4b1413bd08d81dcc713e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637292111196057319&sdata=0I2miYIoTBKVC7aZrbPC6PhROrjQBbL8631n6awwSLs%3D&reserved=0






From: Goins, Anthony
To: Austin Hillis; Eric Sullivan
Cc: Anthony Goins
Subject: Tenants struggle to pay rent because of the pandemic
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2020 9:46:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png
Importance: High


Advertisement


'We don't have the money for it': Tenants
struggle to pay rent because of pandemic


 
OMAHA, Neb. —
Property owners and tenants across the metro said they were nervous for the first day of April -- the day rent
is due.


Megan Archer and her family recently moved to Bellevue in February.


Advertisement
"I really hope we can stay here. Rent is due and we do not have the money for it," she said.


Her employer closed for now because of COVID-19, so she's not making any money.


"We're kind of just hoping for the best and just going with the flow," Archer said.


Jeremy Aspen, president of Wistar Group in Omaha, said property owners need to be "flexible and helpful."


"People are going through some tough times, rents are still due, but we can help out and make sure it's not as
pressing or as much of a burden right now," he said.


Aspen said every case is different, but he said some investors in his group are offering rent deferrals or are
not charging rent right now. Others are pulling it from security deposits. The property management company
is even offering gift cards to some tenants who need money for groceries.


"If somebody does not need something and it makes sense, generally speaking people step up to the plate and
help out," he said.


In downtown Ralston, business owner Ashley Cap said her landlord is letting them pay later and is helping
them find access to loans.


"As soon as we contacted him he without a doubt said, 'Don't worry about it, we'll take care of you,'" she
said.


She said her pet salon has never closed for this long in 13 years.


"You know, the bills do pile up when you're not working. There is no back-up income. It's something my
whole family does, right now it's just day-by-day like the rest of everybody," Cap said.


Cap added the helping hand lets her focus on other things.
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"When we're all said and done we'll be here to get everything back on track to making everybody look
pretty," she said.


In a press conference Wednesday afternoon, Governor Pete Ricketts said he's encouraging landlords to talk to
their banks about flexibility and to be mindful of renters impacted by the virus.


Ricketts already signed an executive order on evictions. That order puts eviction hearings on hold until the
end of May.


Nebraska's Apartment Association is urging owners to suspend evictions for 90 days.


 
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Kopsa, Ryan <Ryan.Kopsa@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2020 8:55 AM
To: Kopsa, Ryan <Ryan.Kopsa@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Pinkerman, Justin <Justin.Pinkerman@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Governor's Office Daily Update - 4-2-20
 


 
TV and Radio
NCN: LISTEN: Governor Ricketts Interview on Swap Shop
WNAX: More Directed Health Measures in Nebraska
KETV: 'Extraordinarily frustrating': Nebraska leaders address testing challenges
KETV: 'We don't have the money for it': Tenants struggle to pay rent because of pandemic
KETV: Metro area church offering childcare to first responders, medical professionals
KETV: Mass COVID-19 testing could be months away
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NCN: Nebraskans Urged to Follow Social Distancing Guidelines when Shopping
NET: More Social Distancing Urged; Using Dorms And Hotels To Free Up Hospital Space Being Planned
KMTV: Ricketts says social distancing is a must and only buy essentials
NET: Survey: Economy Down, But Not As Much As Expected; Worse To Come
NET: How Nebraska Is Handling Record Unemployment Claims, And Common Questions About Benefits
NCN: New Executive Order Assisting Healthcare Facilities
 
Governor
LJS: Ricketts' biggest worry is not to overwhelm health care system
OWH: Nebraska is 'months' away from having widespread coronavirus testing available, Ricketts says
AP: Ricketts: Nebraskans must ‘do better’ to slow coronavirus
LJS: Gov. Ricketts moves to close schools to students through May 31
AP: Governor orders Nebraska schools to remain closed to kids
OWH: Ricketts: Most students will not return to classes this school year
OWH: Gov. Ricketts' announcement effectively ends spring sports in Nebraska high schools
NCN: Governor Ricketts give thoughts on panhandle school closure
Kearney Hub: Buffalo County man dies of COVID-19; Gov. Ricketts enacts Directed Health Measure in area
OWH: Madison County woman is state's fifth death; Nebraska's cases total 214
NP Telegraph: North Platte officials ask citizens to voluntarily comply with governor's 'directed health measure'
Scottsbluff SH: PPHD officials: A lot of questions being asked about directed health measure
10/11: Tenants hit by global pandemic scramble to come up with rent checks
WJAG: Grocery supply chain in Nebraska continues to be strong
AP: Trump resists national shutdown, leaving it up to states
Fox News: Coronavirus deaths top 5,000 in US as more states issue stay-at-home orders
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Six more Douglas County Health Center residents test positive for COVID-19, bringing total to 8
OWH: Will Omaha courthouse become coronavirus cluster? State senator wants building to close
LJS: Lincoln's 9th case caught coronavirus on trip to Texas; mayor hopes 'tough' early measures blunted local spread
OWH: Offutt service member tests positive for COVID-19
LJS: COVID-19 model for Nebraska shows range of deaths and health care demands
OWH: UNMC study suggests coronavirus has airborne transmission potential, but not like measles
OWH: One small Nebraska town waits and wonders: What will be left after coronavirus?
OWH: Traffic plunges across Nebraska amid pandemic. But are we still driving too much?
 
Agency
OWH: Former middle school teacher convicted of having sex with student dies in prison
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: COVID-19 complicating college student census count
OWH: Former Omaha TV meteorologist arrested, accused of threatening county health director
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: This troubling Iowa case shows need to monitor medical staff
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Schools right to oppose bill
2.       Press is unfair to president
3.       ‘Essential,’ really?
4.       A president’s duties
5.       Surprise medical bills
6.       Pelosi proposal was wrong
7.       Time for optimism
8.       Can’t wait for normal times


LJS Editorial, 4/2: Right time for fresh start for State Fair
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LJS Local View: COVID-19 puts prisons in peril
LJS Letters


1.       Bring Lincoln gas prices in line with state
2.       Coronavirus can make us better


 
National/Federal
AP: US unemployment claims hit record 6.6 million as layoffs accelerate with virus
 


LJS: Ricketts' biggest worry is not to overwhelm health care system
 
As we enter April, which may be the month of maximum danger for Nebraska in its battle against the coronavirus,
Gov. Pete Ricketts says his greatest worry or concern is to "make sure we do not overwhelm the health care
system."
That's why much of what he has done to prepare for the spread of the virus in the state, an expectation that is
turning into reality now, has been aimed at measures to beef up hospitals, increase the number of available health
care providers and beds, accelerate the supply of ventilators and personal protective equipment that may be
needed to fight this battle, and increase testing capacity.
"It's 110% of my day," the governor said in answering a question during his daily coronavirus news briefing.
"It's all that me and my team are focused on now."
Wednesday night, Ricketts made another dramatic move, ordering schools statewide to remain closed to students
through May 31. Extracurricular activities are canceled statewide.
The directed health measure essentially ends the prospect of students returning to classrooms this school year.
Colleges and universities and K-12 districts will have to finish out the semester via remote learning.
In making decisions, Ricketts said he talks to medical experts at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, whom he
has relied upon from the beginning of this challenge, every day.
"We've got to do better at social distancing for the entire month of April, at least," the governor said.  
"Physical distancing. It is working. It is having an impact."
Once again, Ricketts said he does not plan to issue a statewide stay-at-home order similar to those in effect in at
least 37 states.
However, Nebraska counties included in state-issued directed health measures restricting gatherings of no more
than 10 people and closing certain businesses grew to 56 on Wednesday evening with the first untraceable case of
coronavirus reported in west-central Nebraska's Lincoln County.
As of 6 p.m., the state reported 214 confirmed cases, with Wednesday marking the most new cases thus far in
Nebraska.
A growing number of those cases are centered in group living facilities, with 19 cases linked to the Carter Place
assisted-living facility in Blair and 11 at the Douglas County Health Center for long-term care residents.
The Three Rivers Public Health Department on Wednesday said residents of the Carter House, which was
temporarily closed, were moved to a floor of CHI Midlands in Papillion reopened as a quarantine unit.
The state's fifth death from COVID-19 was reported Wednesday to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services. The woman was a Madison County resident in her 70s with underlying conditions.
To further control spread of the virus, Ricketts said if a person comes into Nebraska from another state to use its
recreational facilities or may be returning from wintering in a warmer state, he or she is being directed to self-
quarantine for 14 days.
That directive will be posted on highway signs, Ricketts said.
Truckers will be exempted.
Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said preparations for spread of the virus include action now to
identify dormitory space at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at Omaha and the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, along with hotel space in Lincoln and Omaha, that may be available if needed for
"overload and transfer" of coronavirus patients that do not need to be hospitalized. 
Those might be recovering patients or others who "just need quarantine or isolation," he said. 
Kathy Siefken, executive director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association, joined the governor at his briefing
and urged Nebraskans to go grocery shopping just once a week and shop alone.







"Do not stockpile," she said. "There is plenty of food."
The real challenge, she said, is social distancing.
"Our customers need to take this issue very seriously," Siefken said.
"If the parking lot is full, go home," she said, and come back again.
Toilet paper is returning to the stores, Siefken said, following an unexpected buyout that emptied the shelves.
State Banking Director Mark Quandahl told the briefing that an executive order by the governor will allow for
documents to be notarized without the need for in-person contact.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska is 'months' away from having widespread coronavirus testing available, Ricketts says
 
LINCOLN — It’s crunch time when it comes to complying with the state’s social distancing guidelines, Gov. Pete
Ricketts said Wednesday, again urging Nebraskans to maintain 6-foot distances and avoid gatherings of more than
10 people to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus.
“Right now is the time. We need everyone to participate,” Ricketts said. “Folks, by and large, are complying with it,
but we’ve got to do better.”
The state now has 56 of its 93 counties under directed health measures. They include requirements, enforceable by
law, that sit-down areas of bars and restaurants close and convert to takeout and delivery only, and that public
gatherings be limited to 10 or fewer people.
More than 83% of the state’s population is under such limits.
On Wednesday, as the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases climbed past 200, 15 more counties were added to the
list of counties under directed health measures, and residents in the rest of the state were urged to follow the
restrictions voluntarily.
Ricketts acknowledged that the state is “months” away from having the kind of widespread testing available to
conduct a random test of Nebraskans to determine the precise extent of the coronavirus epidemic.
The state is doing about 350 tests a day now, according to Nebraska Chief Medical Officer Dr. Gary Anthone, and has
the capability of doing 700 to 800 a day. But there’s a shortage of reagents, the chemicals needed to process the
tests, he said, and tests cannot be expanded until that is resolved.
“No governor in the country feels like they have the testing they need,” said Ricketts, who participated in a
conference call through the National Governors Association on Wednesday.
The governor, during his daily briefing at the State Capitol on the coronavirus outbreak, said he is not at this point
considering a statewide “stay-at-home” order, as has been mandated in several states. Nor, Ricketts said, does he
want to issue harsher guidance for big-box stores, whose crowded aisles over the weekend brought criticism from
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert, among others.
People and businesses, the governor said, just need to use “common sense” by washing hands frequently, staying
home if you are sick, shopping only when necessary and maintaining proper distances when out.
“We don’t need to bring down a big, heavy hand,” Ricketts said, though he added that the state “can take further
steps.”
He said that the slow rise in coronavirus cases in Nebraska appears to show that precautionary measures to date are
slowing the spread of the virus. He said case numbers are not multiplying as fast as they might be.
Ricketts also said Nebraskans need to do better at following social distancing guidelines, including limiting the size of
groups, maintaining a 6-foot distance between people and staying home if sick.
But he said signs indicate that the efforts made to date are slowing the spread of the virus.
The number of coronavirus cases in Nebraska is expected to peak in mid-April through mid-May, so the governor
said that steps taken now to limit contact with other people can make a big difference.
“We can all be a part of slowing the spread,” Ricketts said.
As of Wednesday, Nebraska had five deaths and 214 confirmed cases of COVID-19, the disease caused by the
coronavirus. But a new study predicts that 442 Nebraskans could die from the virus before the first wave ends in late
June.
That would make COVID-19 one of the top 10 causes of death in the state. For 2017, the latest year available, 393
people died of pneumonia or influenza in the state.
Other things discussed during the governor’s briefing:
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·         Manufacturers of shortage items, like toilet paper and sanitizer, are ramping up, and empty shelves should
be filling soon, according to Kathy Siefken of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association. But more “mega”
rolls of toilet paper may been seen because it’s more efficient to make those jumbo-size rolls, Siefken said.


·         Siefken repeated the recommended steps for shopping in grocery stores, which include not bringing
reusable bags (they can’t be guaranteed to be virus-free), shopping by yourself and trying to shop only once
a week, rather than daily. “As individuals, we need to limit the contact with other people,” she said.


·         The state has lined up dormitories at University of Nebraska campuses in Omaha, Lincoln and Kearney for
possible use if coronavirus cases outstrip hospital capacity. Rooms in now-closed hotels might also be used,
Dr. Anthone said. The extra space would be used for those who need to isolate or who are already
recovering, he added.


·         Residents of a Blair nursing home that was closed due to several cases of coronavirus were transferred to
extra hospital space that had been freed up in Midlands Hospital in Papillion and St. Elizabeth Regional
Medical Center in Lincoln. Staff there were prepared and excited to help, Dr. Anthone said.


·         90% of the people who have tested positive for coronavirus in Nebraska are self-isolating at home, he said.
·         A new state law allowing online notarizing of documents will go into effect immediately, rather than the


scheduled July 1 start date, because of an executive order signed by the governor. That will help the banking
and real estate industries, according to State Banking Director Mark Quandahl.


By Paul Hammel and Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Ricketts: Nebraskans must ‘do better’ to slow coronavirus
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Gov. Pete Ricketts issued a stern warning Wednesday to try to pressure Nebraskans into
taking steps to keep the coronavirus from spreading, but he reiterated that he won’t impose a stay-at-home order
as at least 31 other states have done.
His comments came as the number of confirmed Nebraska cases rose to 210 as of Wednesday afternoon, with four
people dead. New cases have continued to surface daily, with 33 confirmed Wednesday afternoon, up from 25 the
previous day and 17 on Monday.
Ricketts said it appears that statewide social distancing rules are successfully preventing even larger increases, but
“we have to do more” to avoid overloading the state’s hospitals.
“Folks, we’ve got to do better,” he said at a Capitol news conference. “I have by and large seen that Nebraskans are
paying attention to this, but we’ve got to do better.”
Ricketts has repeatedly said he won’t issue a stay-at-home order, as at least 31 other states and the District of
Columbia have done.
Earlier Wednesday, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis issued a stay-at-home order that will remain in effect for at least 30
days amid growing pressure from local and federal authorities. The Florida order includes exceptions for buying
food, medicine and gas, visiting the doctor, outdoor exercise and commuting to jobs deemed essential. All
businesses not considered essential must close their offices and stores, but can let employees work from home.
Nebraska has taken a less restrictive, regional approach. Statewide, officials have urged residents not to have any
social gathering larger than 10 people, but that request isn’t legally enforceable.
However, Ricketts has also ordered more restrictive “directed health measures” in 52 of Nebraska’s 93 counties. The
directed health measures impose the same 10-person limit, but people who refuse to comply can be charged with a
misdemeanor. The orders also require restaurants and bars in those areas to close their dining areas, but they can
still offer takeout and delivery.
Asked Tuesday why Nebraska hasn’t announced a full stay-at-home order, Ricketts said he was following a tailored
approach out of concern that imposing such an order too early might lead some residents to grow weary and stop
following them, which would then allow the outbreak to worsen. He said more immediate action was needed in
places like Omaha and Lincoln because the number of local cases are likely to surge first, but rural areas may not
have the same problem.
A top lobbyist for Nebraska grocery stores said customers “need to take this issue very, very seriously,” so that state
officials aren’t forced to impose even tougher restrictions.
“Do what needs to be done so other people don’t need to make those decisions for you,” said Kathy Siefken,
executive director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association.
Siefken, who appeared with Ricketts at the news conference, said grocery stores are taking steps to keep the virus
from spreading, but some Nebraska stores have seen large crowds as people try to stock up on supplies.
Meanwhile, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services announced Tuesday that a Buffalo County man
in his 90s had become the state’s fourth resident to die of COVID-10.
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For most people, COVID-19, the disease caused by the new coronavirus, causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. Older adults and people with existing health problems are
among those particularly susceptible to more severe illness, including pneumonia.
By Grant Schulte
 


LJS: Gov. Ricketts moves to close schools to students through May 31
 
Students in Nebraska will not be returning to the classroom this spring.
In extending social distancing restrictions to more counties Wednesday evening, Gov. Pete Ricketts directed that
schools statewide remain closed to students through May 31.
Most districts end their school years in May, including Lincoln Public Schools. Students will complete the semester
taking classes through online instruction. 
Extracurricular activities are canceled statewide, under the latest directed health measure. 
By Todd Henrichs
 


AP: Governor orders Nebraska schools to remain closed to kids
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The governor has ordered Nebraska schools to remain closed to students through May 31 as
officials reported that the state’s COVID-19 death toll has risen to five.
Students have been taking their lessons at home via online classes since schools began closing last month as the
coronavirus pandemic spread through Nebraska. Gov. Pete Ricketts’ order, issued Wednesday, ensures the children
won’t be returning this school year to the close quarters of their classrooms.
The governor also canceled school extracurricular activities but said the closures don’t apply to staff members
working in school buildings.
The Nebraska Health and Human Services Department reported Wednesday night that the latest COVID-19 death
was a Madison County woman in her 70s who had underlying health conditions.
The state’s total number of confirmed cases has risen to 214, the department said. Nearly 3,600 people have tested
negative.
For most people, COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. Older adults and people with existing health problems are
among those particularly susceptible to more severe illness, including pneumonia.
Earlier Wednesday, Ricketts warned Nebraskans that they must help keep COVID-19 from spreading, but he
reiterated that he won’t impose a stay-at-home order as many other states have done.
It appears social distancing rules are preventing even larger case increases, Ricketts said, but “we have to do more”
to avoid overloading the state’s hospitals.
Statewide, officials have urged residents not to have any social gathering larger than 10 people, but that request
isn’t legally enforceable.
However, Ricketts has ordered more restrictive “directed health measures” to dozens of Nebraska’s 93 counties,
including 15 more he added Wednesday. The directed health measures impose the same 10-person limit, but
people who refuse to comply can be charged with misdemeanors. The orders also require restaurants and bars in
those areas to close their dining areas, but they can still offer takeout and delivery.
 


OWH: Ricketts: Most students will not return to classes this school year
 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts on Wednesday night made it official: Most students will not return to classes this
spring.
In a directed health measure issued late Wednesday, Ricketts directed schools statewide to operate without
students in their buildings through May 31. For most districts, including in Omaha and Lincoln, the academic year
ends in May.
Students have been learning from home via remote classes.
Extracurricular activities are also canceled statewide.
The restriction does not apply to school staff, who are allowed to report to work in buildings.
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By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Gov. Ricketts' announcement effectively ends spring sports in Nebraska high schools
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts announced Wednesday night that extracurricular activities have been canceled
statewide through May 31 because of the coronavirus pandemic, meaning there will not be a spring sports season in
Nebraska high schools.
In the governor’s directive released at 8:45 p.m., Nebraska schools are to operate without students in their buildings
through May 31.
Last week, the Nebraska School Activities Association announced that its activities were suspended through May 1,
in part because many schools were announcing that their buildings would be closed until the end of April.
NSAA Executive Director Jay Bellar could not be reached late Wednesday night for comment.
The coronavirus first affected NSAA activities with the boys basketball state tournament. On March 11, hours after
officials announced that a male Crofton High School student who had attended the girls state tournament games
March 5 had tested positive for COVID-19, the NSAA accepted the recommendation of the Lincoln/Lancaster County
Health Department to restrict attendance at boys tournament games to immediate family members.
Nebraska was one of the last four states to have high school competition. The boys tournament finished on schedule
March 14.
On March 16, the NSAA suspended practices until March 30 and competition until April 2. That was superseded
March 25 by the closures through May 1.
The NSAA’s spring postseason was to begin May 2 with soccer districts. State soccer has May 13 through 19 dates in
Omaha, state baseball May 16 through 21 in Lincoln and Papillion, state girls tennis May 21 and 22 in Omaha and
Lincoln, state track and field May 22 and 23 at Burke Stadium and state boys golf May 27 and 28 at four sites across
the state.
When he made the March 25 announcement, Bellar said the NSAA was continuing to follow federal and state
directives.
“If things happen on the positive side faster than we expect, we can make adjustments that way,” he said. “If the
closings go past May 1, there’s not a lot we can do at that point in time.”
By Stu Pospisil
 


NCN: Governor Ricketts give thoughts on panhandle school closure
 
SIDNEY, NE - Several students in the Nebraska Panhandle will not get to walk in a traditional graduation this May.
The Panhandle Public Health District announced Tuesday afternoon along with ESU 13 that all schools in the region
would close for the remainder of the school year.
Also as part of the announcement, PPHD said traditional graduation ceremonies in May will not be possible.
Norfolk Public Schools in northeast Nebraska had previously announced a closure for the rest of the year in late-
March, but this is the first sweeping move in which all schools in an E-S-U region are closing.
Wednesday morning on KSID, Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts gave his thoughts on the closure.
"Certainly it's going to create a burden for those seniors especially who are not going to have they high school
graduation that they thought they would," Ricketts said. "This is part of what is going to make them a generation of
people who have gone through tough times and know what it is like to go through that, and they'll come out
stronger on the other end."
Ricketts went on to offer these words of encouragement to the state as the world faces a global pandemic. 
"100 years ago when we went through World War I and a pandemic, this country emerged as the greatest nation on
the face of the Earth, and I have no doubt that we will come out on the other side of this pandemic as the greatest
nation on the face of the Earth."
Ricketts issued a directed health measure for the entire Panhandle Monday night. It is in effect until May 11th.
By Elic Chisam
 


Kearney Hub: Buffalo County man dies of COVID-19; Gov. Ricketts enacts Directed Health Measure in
area







 
HOLDREGE — Buffalo County recorded its first COVID-19 death Tuesday.
The patient, a man in his 90s, had been hospitalized since late last week. It is the fourth COVID-19 death in the state.
“We send our condolences to the family of this individual,” said Jeremy Eschliman, the health director at Two Rivers
Public Health Department.
Several hours earlier, a new case of COVID-19 was announced in Buffalo County, prompting Gov. Pete Ricketts to
enact a Directed Health Measure in the Two Rivers area. It includes Buffalo, Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, Harlan,
Kearney and Phelps counties.
The DHM went into effect at 10 p.m. Tuesday and remains in effect until May 11.
The new case was acquired by community transmission, Eschliman said. That is when a person has COVID-19, but
public health officials are unable to identify how or where that person became infected. No further information was
provided.
This newest case is the ninth in the Two Rivers area since March 20. Seven of those are in Buffalo County, including
the man who died Tuesday. There is also one case in Dawson County and one in Kearney County. Patients range in
age from their 30s to 90s. At least five of those cases are travel-related.
This is the sixth Directed Health Measure enacted in certain regions of Nebraska. A seventh DHM took effect
Tuesday night as well in Adams, Clay, Nuckolls and Webster counties.
Directed Health Measures impose enforceable limits on public gatherings. They apply to places such as, but not
limited to, theaters, churches, houses of worship, gyms, social clubs, salons and social gatherings, including
weddings, funerals, concerts and athletic events. These places are not required to close, but must continue to
practice social distancing.
Restaurants and bars are required to close dining areas immediately and move to take out service, delivery, and/or
curbside services only, until further notice. Restaurants will play a key part in feeding people throughout the
pandemic, Ricketts’ statement said.
Schools are directed to operate without students in the buildings, but school staff may continue working in the
building.
These measures do not apply to day care centers, which can stay open, with limitations, including no more than 10
children per classroom.
The Directed Health Measure does not apply to places such as office buildings, grocery stores, pharmacies, hospitals,
nursing homes, correctional facilities, courthouses, courtrooms, banks, car dealerships, auto repair shops, nursing
homes, long-term care facilities, small shops, golf courses, big box stores, gas stations, convenience stores, shopping
malls, manufacturing facilities, packing facilities, construction jobs and other traditional office settings.
Weddings and funerals also are subject to the 10-person limit. Event planners and facilities are encouraged to be
flexible with people who are rearranging their plans, Two Rivers said.
Eschliman added, “As our community holds this (grieving) family in our thoughts, we urge everyone to continue to
practice social distancing. We knew there would be deaths from COVID-19 in Nebraska, and this underscores the
potential seriousness of the disease and the importance of the measures we’re taking as individuals and as a state to
help slow the spread of the virus.”
By Mary Jane Skala
 


OWH: Madison County woman is state's fifth death; Nebraska's cases total 214
 
A Norfolk woman is the state’s fifth COVID-19 death, health officials reported Wednesday night.
The woman in her 70s had multiple underlying medical conditions, the Elkhorn Logan Valley Health Department
said.
Sixteen more people have tested positive for the disease caused by the novel coronavirus in Douglas County.
Several other counties reported new cases Wednesday, including a health care worker at a long-term care facility in
Hall County.
Nebraska’s total number of cases grew to 214 by 6 p.m. Wednesday, according to the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services.
Officials have said the actual number is almost certainly higher, owing to the limited availability of testing. By
Wednesday, 3,812 people had been tested. That means about 5.5% of tests have come back positive so far.
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The latest batch of Douglas County cases involves a variety of ages: four people in their 20s and 30s, three in their
50s, four in their 60s and four older than 70. Another case is under investigation, and the person’s age isn’t yet
available.
Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour said people must remain home whenever possible as the county’s caseload
rose to 106 Wednesday night. Of those people, 17 have required hospitalization at some point.
“Social distancing is your best defense against COVID-19,” she said in a press release. “This is the proven public
health method to stop the spread of this contagious disease.”
Sarpy, Platte, Hall, Lancaster, Saunders, Dodge, Madison and Buffalo Counties reported additional cases, including
the first case of community spread in Buffalo County and the first case in Cuming County. Community spread means
a person was not exposed to the coronavirus through travel or close contact with an person known to be infected.
There were 18 confirmed cases in Sarpy County as of Wednesday.
Officials with the Central District Health Department announced six new Hall County cases, including the health care
worker. The department did not name the facility where the person works.
The department “is currently working with the facility to identify possible exposures and to advise as to prevention
measures,” a press release says.
The Central District Health Department covers Hall, Hamilton and Merrick Counties — the area in and around Grand
Island. As of Wednesday evening, 21 people there had tested positive for COVID-19, the coronavirus disease.
That tally includes a Hall County woman in her 60s with underlying health problems who was Nebraska’s
second coronavirus-related death last week.
Including the Hall County care center, at least six nursing or rehabilitation facilities in Nebraska have residents or
health care workers with confirmed cases of coronavirus.
The others are Carter Place in Blair, where 19 workers and residents have tested positive; Papillion Manor in
Papillion; the Douglas County Health Center in Omaha; Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals’ Omaha campus; and St.
Joseph’s Rehabilitation and Care Center in Norfolk.
Gov. Pete Ricketts on Tuesday issued new guidance for nursing homes, including that all workers wear face masks.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported another travel-related case Wednesday, Lancaster
County’s ninth. It involves a man in his 30s who traveled to Dallas last month.
By Erin Duffy
 


NP Telegraph: North Platte officials ask citizens to voluntarily comply with governor's 'directed health
measure'
 
North Platte health and public officials said Wednesday night they were trying to absorb the full implications of Gov.
Pete Ricketts’ “directed health measure” in the wake of the city’s first confirmed “community spread” cases of
COVID-19 infection.
Law enforcement will prepare to enforce what now has become a legal limit on public gatherings of no more than
10 people in many settings, though not in grocery stores and other sites excluded in the governor’s order, Police
Chief Daniel Hudson said at a Wednesday night press conference.
But he urgently asked North Platte residents to voluntarily comply when officers find more people than allowed in
settings like parks or in restaurants where too many people might be standing in line to pick up a takeout order.
“We are going to ask our public: Please, please heed this directive,” Hudson told reporters. “We don’t want to come
into establishments and start citing people or arresting people.”
With less than three hours between Ricketts’ order and when it took effect, he said, law enforcement hadn’t fully
figured out what it can and cannot do to enforce the 10-person limit. They’ll be meeting with the city’s legal counsel
and the Lincoln County Attorney’s Office Thursday morning to get more clarification, he said.
Already Wednesday night, however, officers were making rounds of bars and restaurants informing them of the 10
p.m. start time of the governor’s order, he said.
Mayor Dwight Livingston also urged residents to continue observing the limits on gatherings and maintaining the
minimum 6-foot “social distancing” requirements so as many people in North Platte remain healthy as possible.
“We’ve got a lot of great people in North Platte that have complied, but we have quite a few who have not,” the
mayor said.
Hudson asked residents who see groups larger than the 10-person limit to use a special email
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address, c19@ci.north-platte.ne.us, instead of calling 911.
“If we start getting hundreds of calls an hour with people saying ‘There’s kids in the park’ or ‘There’s people here,’ it
will crash our system,” he said.
Ricketts’ order affecting the six counties of the West Central District Health Department — Lincoln, Logan,
McPherson, Hooker, Thomas and Arthur — went into effect at 10 p.m. CT Wednesday.
It was the eighth such order issued across the state since cases of the novel coronavirus began showing up in
Nebraska a month ago, with the confirmation of “community spread” — COVID-19 infections that can’t be traced
back to a definitive source — serving as the trigger in converting guidelines into legal directives.
Even so, the health orders now in place in North Platte aren’t as extensive as the total ban on public gatherings
imposed in the city on Oct. 7, 1918, when the Spanish flu pandemic’s arrival was confirmed. That order remained in
place for six weeks.
North Platte’s McKinley Education Center served as the backdrop for the latest press conference, which began with
Shannon Vanderheiden, the district health department’s executive director, highlighting the details of Ricketts’
directive.
She noted that all schools in the six counties, whether public or private, are not allowed to reopen to students or the
public before May 31. Though North Platte Public Schools already had canceled the rest of the 2019-20 school year,
North Platte Catholic Schools had not yet done so.
Self-quarantine and self-isolation guidelines for people with COVID-19 symptoms and those who live with them are
now mandatory, Vanderheiden said. Symptoms include cough, shortness of breath and a temperature of 100.4
degrees or higher.
“Our hope is people will continue to do what most have been doing” in isolating themselves when it’s indicated, she
said. “We don’t want to have to make people do anything.”
By Todd Von Kampen
 


Scottsbluff SH: PPHD officials: A lot of questions being asked about directed health measure
 
Continued calls for people to follow guidelines to prevent the spread of the coranvirus were the key focus of a call
updating the media and other officials on the state of cases in the Panhandle.
As of Wednesday, three cases of COVID-19 have been reported in Scotts Bluff County and one case has been
reported in Kimball County. There were no new cases reported.
In neighboring Goshen County, one case had also been reported last week. Heather Saul, of Goshen County Public
Health updated the Star-Herald with results from the state epidemiologist who says it has not been determined if
that case is community spread or not. No locations of potential exposure connected to that case in Scotts Bluff
County or Goshen County have been issued for the public. All close contacts have been alerted.
Paulette Schnell, Scotts Bluff County Health director, outlined that 210 cases and four deaths have been reported in
the state. In the Panhandle, 167 people have been tested, with a total of 39 test results still pending as of press
time.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts outlined that people need to be more cognizant of social distancing and other measures
put into place to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. With Scotts Bluff County’s cases as having been traced back
to community spread, Ricketts earlier issued an order that the 11 counties of the Panhandle and Grant County
would be under a directed health measure through May 11. That measure resulted in changes at restaurants and
bars, as well as limits to gatherings. PPHD officials reiterated that violation of the directed health measure is
enforceable and a person can be charged with a misdemeanor.
“We are getting a lot of questions about the directed health measure,” Kim Engel, director of Panhandle Public
Health District, said.
Some questions this week have included whether or not convenience stores have to close eating areas, if hotels can
continue to offer continental breakfast seating and if bowling alleys can continue to serve alcohol and food. All of
those establishments also fall under the direct health measure and must move to an option that includes take-out,
delivery or curbside pickup. At the hotel, for example, guests would need to take their food to their room, rather
than eating it in a designated seating area. Salons and fitness centers can remain open, but social distancing among
patrons is required.
One of the stringent requirements is that anyone who lives with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19 or is
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experiencing symptoms, such as cough, fever, sore throat and difficulty breath, must also quarantine.
A lot of questions have also been asked throughout the week about people traveling. The guidance continues to be
that people who are traveling between states — except commuters for essential businesses — should quarantine
for 14 days from the date of the test or the onset of symptoms. Ricketts has indicated he will not stop interstate
travel, however, the state has taken action and is no longer granting turkey hunting permits to out-of-state persons.
The need to self-quarantine applies to those out-of state persons who have already been granted turkey hunting
permits, are camping or otherwise staying in the Panhandle. People who travel to the state for the upcoming holiday
are advised that they should self-quarantine for 14 days.
Essential workers continue to be advised that they should follow the policies of their employers if traveling between
states. Also, if essential workers have been identified as having been at any of the locations identified in the Scotts
Bluff County and Kimball County cases, they are advised to contact their employer for guidance. Members of the
general public are advised to self-quarantine.
Jessica Davies, assistant director of PPHD, said people with questions about the directed health measure and how it
applies to their business can reach out to PPHD officials for guidance. She said that often times, its best for staff to
discuss situations personally with those having questions to try to address specifics about their business or situation.
Resources continue to be a problem, Schnell said during Wednesday’s call. There are limits to personal protective
equipment (ppe) for health workers. Guidance for those who are sewing masks and other things for health care
workers has now been issued by PPHD as some hospitals begin accepting the homemade items. Those facilities
needing PPE can reach out to PPHD, which has a taskforce for areas such as health care and public safety, and a
form so that the organization can assess the need and provide equipment.
“We are doing our best to meet those needs with the resources that we have,” Tabi Prochazka, deputy director at
PPHD, said.
Additional information, including guidance for businesses, those in the ag community and others, is available on the
PPHD website, pphd.org.
By Maunette Loeks
 


10/11: Tenants hit by global pandemic scramble to come up with rent checks
 
OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) It’s a rent day like none seen before, millions of Americans pushed out of work by a global
pandemic; many of whom are left scrambling to come up with rent on this April 1.
“I’ve had to dip into my student loans in order to pay rent this month,” said Felice Dominguez, a single mother living
in Bellevue, Nebraska.
Two weeks ago Dominguez made a tough decision to leave her job as a cleaner.
“Not easy at all, said Dominguez. “Because I know I have rent and know I have bills to pay, but my son is high at risk
with the autoimmune disorders that he has.”
Terrified of exposing her immune-compromised son to coronavirus, she made the call
“I sat in the parking lot having a panic attack before the last house that I went to,” said Dominguez. “And finally told
my boss that I couldn’t do it anymore.”
Like so many renters struggling to get by amid the pandemic, Domingueaz is worried she will eventually get kicked
out
“What am I going to do with my three-year-old and my cat?” she said.
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has laid down an executive order calling on landlords not to evict tenants impacted
by the outbreak. Exactly how the order will be enforced will likely be decided in the courts, according to Legal Aid of
Nebraska.
“If anyone thinks they are at risk of eviction because of a loss of income, they can’t afford their rent, they should be
consulting an attorney,” said Scott Mertz with Legal Aid of Nebraska. “And if they cannot afford one apply with Legal
Aid of Nebraska.”
As for Dominguez, she’s just hoping she can find a way to come up with next month's rent.
“I have no idea,” she said. “I have no idea. I’m really scared about that.”
Under the Governor’s the executive order landlords are not supposed to evict anyone who has lost their job, or
wages because of the COVID-19 crisis.
People who are missing work to care for children or other relatives at home are also protected, as well as anyone
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who's been exposed to the virus or contracted it.
At this time the Governor's order stands through the end of May.
 


WJAG: Grocery supply chain in Nebraska continues to be strong
 
LINCOLN - It’s been hard to find toilet paper lately thanks to people buying it in bulk when the coronavirus first hit.
Though Kathy Siefken, Executive Director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association said during the daily
coronavirus press conference at the Capitol Wednesday toilet paper is starting to be put back on the shelves.
Siefken said manufacturers are making one size of toilet paper, not three different sizes.
She also said trucks are continuing to replenish supplies and food to the grocery stores on a regular basis.
"Those small stores in rural Nebraska who get normally on average one truck per week. Will continue to get a
minimum of one truck per week. Stores that receive multiple trucks per day will continue to receive multiple trucks
per day. The system is working, the pipeline is filling back up. There are a few items where there's been a shortage
and you will start to see those items fill the shelves here within the next couple of weeks."
Siefken encouraged people to go shopping by themselves, only shop once a week, and if you feel sick have someone
shop for you.
Governor Pete Ricketts issued another executive order, this one for remote online notary.
Also Ricketts said there's a new directive health measure for Antelope, Boyd, Brown, Holt, Keya Paha, Knox, Pierce,
and Rock counties.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


AP: Trump resists national shutdown, leaving it up to states
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump is resisting calls to issue a national stay-at-home order to stem the
spread of the new coronavirus despite his administration's projections that tens of thousands of Americans are likely
to be killed by the disease. One by one, though, states are increasingly pushing shutdown orders of their own.
Trump said Wednesday he wants to give governors' “flexibility” on whether a stay-at-home policy is the best option
for their constituents but acknowledged that he's looking at limiting air and rail travel between hot spots within the
United States. The Republican president remains hesitant to press a unified policy even after the White House
released “sobering” new projections on Tuesday that 100,000 to 240,000 Americans will likely succumb to the
coronavirus even if current social distancing guidelines are maintained.
Surgeon General Jerome Adams said Wednesday the nation's federalist system leaves much of the authority on how
to properly respond to catastrophes to state governors and local officials.
“We trust the governors and the mayors to understand their people and understand whether or not they feel like
they can trust the people in their states to make the right decisions,” Adams said on ABC's “Good Morning America.”
On Wednesday alone, five more states — Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Nevada and Pennsylvania — added or
expanded their stay-at-home orders.
But the invocation of federalism in the midst of a crisis that threatens a nationwide body count on par with some of
the deadliest American wars suggests that Trump and his advisers are cognizant of the political ramifications of their
response. Republican governors in states like Florida, Texas and Nebraska have questioned the necessity of applying
strong social distancing rules to rural or exurban areas that haven't reported much evidence of the virus.
The lack of a unified, 50-state response also collides with evidence emerging that coronavirus infections are being
spread by people who have no clear symptoms, complicating efforts to gain control of the pandemic. A study
conducted by researchers in Singapore and published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on
Wednesday is the latest to estimate that around 10% of new coronavirus infections may be spread by people who
were infected with the virus but not experiencing symptoms.
Even while deferring to governors. the Trump administration has issued guidelines that have urged Americans to
work from home if possible, cancel on-site instruction at schools and avoid large gatherings. The resistance to a
more robust response comes even as Vice President Mike Pence said White House models for the coronavirus toll
show the country on a trajectory akin to hard-hit Italy.
Speaking to CNN, Pence said, “We think Italy may be the most comparable area to the United States at this point."
Italy, which has already recorded more than 13,000 deaths, has issued a nationwide quarantine, shutting down
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almost all industrial production and offices and largely prohibiting residents from leaving their homes. The U.S. has
recorded more than 5,000 deaths, according to figures compiled by Johns Hopkins University.
The White House's best-case projection for loss of life assumes statewide stay-at-home orders, according to a senior
administration official familiar with Trump's thinking. Trump, the official said, is a believer in federalism and that it is
up to governors to set restrictions for their states. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss
internal discussions.
More than 285 million people live in the 40 states where governors have declared statewide shelter-in-place orders
or have recommended that residents stay home. In other states — places like Iowa and Nebraska, among others —
governors have resisted state-level decisions, but some localities have declared residents should stay at home.
According to a poll published Wednesday by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, 78% of
U.S. adults, including 84% of Democrats and 76% of Republicans, favor requiring Americans to stay in their homes
except for essential errands. Americans in states that already had stay-at-home orders in place when the survey
began are more likely than those in states that did not to approve of their state's response, 63% to 51%.
Still, Trump — who has conducted long, near-daily briefings on his administration’s response to the virus outbreak
over the last three weeks — has been reluctant to use his bully pulpit to urge governors to issue orders that would
help effectively create a national quarantine.
“There are some states that are different,” Trump told reporters Wednesday. “There are some states that don't
have much of a problem.”
But there are signs that Trump administration officials are pushing behind the scenes for holdout governors to issue
statewide quarantines.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis had resisted issuing a statewide order but reversed course and issued one Wednesday as
federal and local pressure mounted for him to abandon the county-by-county approach he had implemented.
DeSantis, a Republican, told reporters that he decided to issue the order after consulting with Trump and White
House advisers.
Rep. Donna Shalala, a Florida Democrat, said earlier Wednesday that Trump should be pressing governors for a
unified approach to help stem the spread of the disease, calling his response so far “fragmented, weak and uneven.”
“He hasn’t made a national plea to say we’re all in this together, and he hasn’t even talked to the governors about
all doing the same thing,” Shalala, who was secretary of health and human services under President Bill Clinton, said
in an interview.
Authority to order quarantines inside states rests almost entirely with states under provisions in the U.S.
Constitution ceding power not explicitly delegated to the federal government to states, courts have ruled
consistently for years. While the federal government itself can’t order nationwide quarantines or impose
quarantines on states, courts have said it has clear power under constitutional clauses regulating commerce to
quarantine international travelers or those traveling state to state who might be carriers of deadly diseases.
A few legal scholars have argued that the Constitution’s Commerce Clause may vest Trump with powers to impose a
multiple state or national lockdown with or without states' approval, though any such move under that minority
interpretation would almost certainly be challenged immediately as unconstitutional.
Pence told CNN that leaders and residents of states that haven't been hard hit are already taking action to slow the
virus' spread.
In Nebraska, Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts has said he’s basing his decisions on the advice he gets from public
health experts at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, which has dealt extensively with outbreaks and served
as a quarantine space for Ebola patients. In Iowa, Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds has resisted a mandatory shelter-in-
place order, saying the data she looks at doesn’t yet justify it in her state.
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, another Republican, said her voluntary guidance had helped slow the infection rate.
“The calls to apply a one-size-fits-all approach is herd mentality, it’s not leadership,” she said.
Ricketts, a vocal Trump supporter, has repeatedly said he won’t impose a stay-at-home order in Nebraska but has
ordered restaurants either to close their dining areas or allow no more than 10 people inside at once, depending on
their location in the state.
In Texas, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has ordered schools to stay closed through at least May and imposed
restrictions that doctors and even his critics say are tantamount to a stay-at-home order for the state. Still, Abbott
refused to call it that.
“This is not a stay-at-home strategy. A stay-at-home strategy would mean that you have to stay home," Abbott said.
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“This is a standard based upon essential services and essential activities."
By Aamer Madhani, Zeke Miller and Alan Fram
 


Fox News: Coronavirus deaths top 5,000 in US as more states issue stay-at-home orders
 
Grim news of coronavirus infections and fatalities continued in the U.S. on Wednesday, with the number of
confirmed cases rising above 200,000 and the number of deaths surpassing 5,000.
The fatalities for Wednesday alone topped 1,000 -- a one-day toll more than double that usually recorded for lung
cancer and influenza combined, USA Today reported. Some researchers predicted U.S. coronavirus deaths could
surpass 2,000 per day by mid-April, exceeding daily deaths attributed to heart disease, the report said.
Amid the climbing numbers, five more states – Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Nevada and Pennsylvania – added or
expanded stay-at-home orders, while Michigan proposed a 70-day extension of an emergency declaration that had
been set to expire April 7.
“Now is the crunch time for us to lessen the peak, to make the bullseye smaller so we don't overrun our health care
system,” Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp said, according to FOX 5 of Atlanta. He added that the next three weeks were
critical for Georgia and that residents needed to “hunker down.”
In Missouri, Republican Gov. Mike Parson remained among the dwindling number of governors to resist issuing a
stay-at-home order in the absence of a federally mandated policy, the Kansas City Star reported.
“Right now there’s still 95 counties in this state that has less than five cases of coronavirus in it,” Parson said
Tuesday, according to the Star. “The majority, 75 of them, has one or two. I have to take all that into consideration
as I make decisions on how it affects the economy and how it will affect those areas.”
President Trump has insisted that states should be free to determine for themselves which safety measures to
implement, citing disparities in how the states have been affected by the outbreak.
“There are some states that are different,” Trump told reporters Wednesday, according to The Associated Press.
“There are some states that don’t have much of a problem.”
Not even second-place New Jersey, with more than 22,000 confirmed cases of the virus, came close to approaching
first-place New York, which continued to lead the nation with nearly 84,000 cases. New Jersey also trailed far behind
New York in deaths, with 355 compared to more than 2,200.
Nevertheless, all 50 states were grappling with a situation that members of the president’s Coronavirus Task Force
confirmed this week would get far worse before it gets better, with the deaths of 100,000 to 240,000 Americans
expected in the weeks ahead despite the varying intervention measures.
Still, other governors in states without officially declared stay-at-home orders said they remained convinced such
moves were not necessary in their states.
In Nebraska, Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts has said he’s been relying on advice from public health experts at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center, which has dealt with previous outbreaks and provided quarantine space for
Ebola patients.
But Ricketts has ordered restaurants either to close their dining areas or allow no more than 10 people inside at
once, depending on their location in the state, according to the AP.
He also said Wednesday that Nebraska’s schools would remain closed through May 31, the Lincoln Journal Star
reported.
In Iowa, Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds also has held off from mandating that residents shelter in place, claiming the
data she sees doesn’t justify it.
But Reynolds hinted Wednesday she may extend the closures of businesses and schools in the state on
Thursday, the Des Moines Register reported.
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, another Republican, said the infection rate has slowed in her state with only
voluntary safety measures in place, the AP reported.
“South Dakota is not New York City,” Noem told reporters Wednesday, according to the Argus Leader of Sioux Falls.
“The calls to apply a one-size-fits-all approach is herd mentality, it’s not leadership.”
Even in a time of crisis, Americans’ personal freedoms were paramount, she added.
“The people themselves are primarily responsible for their safety," Noem said. "They are the ones that are entrusted
with expansive freedoms. They're free to exercise their rights to work, to worship, and to play. Or to even stay at
home, or to conduct social distancing.”
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In Texas, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has imposed restrictions that doctors and even his critics say are equivalent
to stay-at-home orders but he refuses to use that description.
“This is not a stay-at-home strategy. A stay-at-home strategy would mean that you have to stay home," Abbott said.
“This is a standard based upon essential services and essential activities.”
While the policy debates continued, the rising numbers were undeniable in some of the nation’s emerging hotspots
beyond New York and New Jersey.
Louisiana reported more than 6,400 cases of the virus as of Wednesday afternoon, with 273 deaths, according
to FOX 8 in New Orleans.
Michigan reported more than 9,300 cases and 337 deaths, according to The Detroit News.
In Illinois, the number of cases reached more than 6,900 with 141 deaths, Chicago’s FOX 32 reported.
The daily U.S. death toll from coronavirus is unlikely to drop back below 100 before June 11, a University of
Washington study predicts, according to USA Today.
By Dom Calicchio
 


OWH: Six more Douglas County Health Center residents test positive for COVID-19, bringing total to 8
 
Six more residents at a long-term care center in Douglas County tested positive for COVID-19 Wednesday.
With two residents confirmed positive on Sunday, the Douglas County Health Center now has eight long-term
residents and three staff members who have tested positive for the coronavirus disease, health officials said.
Five of the residents are hospitalized and in stable condition. Three are isolated at the health center and being
monitored by staff. One employee is hospitalized in stable condition, and the other two employees are self-isolating
at home.
Erin Nelson, the center’s administrator, said Sunday that officials think an infected employee spread the virus to the
first two residents. At some point during routine screening of employees, officials found that the worker had an
elevated temperature, and he was sent home to self-isolate.
All employees at the health center are trained and required to wear masks. Their temperatures are also checked
before starting a shift, officials said.
“We are doing everything in our power to contain the spread,” Nelson said in a press release Wednesday.
By Jessica Wade
 


OWH: Will Omaha courthouse become coronavirus cluster? State senator wants building to close
 
Despite the crisis that is the coronavirus, the last two weeks of March were merely business as unusual at the
Douglas County Courthouse.
A handful of regulars gathered in a judge’s back room as a lawyer strummed his guitar in an impromptu folk session,
killing time during the downtime. In another courtroom, a defense attorney was urged to go home after he sweated
and coughed his way through a conversation. “Can’t,” responded the attorney, a solo practitioner. “Don’t have
health insurance.”
And a prosecutor — unaware that he had coronavirus — had close encounters (6 feet or less) with at least 50
courthouse folks over the past two weeks. Fifteen-minute coffee talks with judges and their staff. Twenty-minute
hearings with defendants and their attorneys.
After the prosecutor found out Monday he had tested positive for COVID-19, a chunk of the courthouse was forced
to clear out. Those 50-plus people — including eight of the county’s 16 district judges, two dozen county attorneys
and staff members and a dozen public defenders — are supposed to be home in self-quarantine for the next two
weeks. In a place that is used to delayed results, it might be mid-April before courthouse regulars know whether the
coronavirus exposure turns into a courthouse cluster.
Now, a state senator is turning up the volume on his calls to temporarily close the courthouse.
State Sen. Justin Wayne, an Omaha attorney who handles a mix of issues from criminal defense to evictions, said he
urged city and county officials to do so in a conference call last week. The Omaha-Douglas Public Building
Commission runs the courthouse and the City-County Building.
“In no way am I saying shut down the legal system — you can still have hearings by phone or by Zoom
(videoconferencing software),” Wayne said. “I am saying, ‘Shut down the Douglas County Courthouse.’ Our physical
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presence is just not necessary.”
Douglas County Public Defender Tom Riley said his attorneys went from relative calm to “their hair on fire” Monday
and Tuesday.
“Really — it is time to stop f@#%&*g around,” Riley wrote in an email to city and county officials. “To be honest,
everyone should be tested. Period.”
Courthouses have been classified under essential services and thus excluded from the 10-person limit enacted in 41
of Nebraska’s 93 counties. Still, health officials have grown alarmed, even after Douglas County delayed hearings
and trials to try to curb numbers. Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour told a judge this week that she was
“appalled at how much foot traffic” the courthouse still has — comparing it to the streams of people venturing into
home-improvement and grocery stores.
No one interviewed pointed a finger at the prosecutor who tested positive. An affable, longtime deputy Douglas
County attorney, he didn’t feel well after a training trip to Kansas unrelated to work, went home and reportedly
returned to work only after a doctor cleared him. He worked sporadically over the past two weeks. Friday, he found
out that a fellow trainee had a positive test, went to the doctor and was tested. He got the results Monday.
But fingers were pointed in other directions — including at Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Heavican,
who, after being informed of the prosecutor’s positive test, told a judge Monday he wasn’t changing his mind; he
was keeping the courts open.
“Ridiculous,” said a longtime courthouse bailiff. “It’s all on him what happens down here (the rest of the way).”
Heavican didn’t return a phone call. State Court Administrator Corey Steel said the chief justice asked him to call
instead.
The chief justice’s March 12 order — titled “in re: Novel Coronavirus and Covid-19 disease” — noted that “one of
the most effective ways to protect against the spread of this disease is to limit exposure.” The chief then called on
judges and attorneys, to the “extent possible … to screen people who may be exhibiting the symptoms of an
infectious respiratory illness.”
The positive test of the prosecutor — who didn’t have any severe symptoms — proves how impossible that task is,
said two Douglas County judges, who spoke on condition that they not be named.
Heavican also specified that the order “may be updated as conditions change.” On March 12, Nebraska had 11
confirmed cases. As of Wednesday, it had 214 cases and five deaths. Heavican hasn’t amended his order.
Steel noted that local officials, not the state, control whether courthouses remain open. In some counties, citizens
and litigants arrive at courthouse doors to find them locked, with a sign posted with a phone number to call to try to
gain access. In others, deputies are posted outside the door to screen people to see if they have business that must
be done.
Steel said the chief justice has encouraged alternative ways to dispense justice. Several counties, including Douglas,
have taken measures restricting access — and have utilized alternatives to in-court appearances, such as
conferences by video or telephone.
Steel emphasized that the public needs some access to the courts. The state’s high court put it this way: “Even in an
emergency, Nebraska courts and court offices strive to remain open. Keeping the courts open is an attempt to
ensure that no person is deprived access to the courts, even in the aftermath of an emergency.”
Steel estimated that Douglas County has reduced its activity to 15% to 20% of what would normally go on. Hearings
and jury trials are being postponed. Douglas County’s juvenile court is conducting hearings entirely by telephone or
video.
In county and district court, judges can work and hold hearings from home. Now, with half of the district judges in
self-quarantine, officials are asking litigants and lawyers to call each judge’s bailiff to make arrangements.
Ironically, two coronavirus-prevention efforts led the prosecutor to be all over the courthouse over the past two
weeks. First, County Attorney Don Kleine had encouraged prosecutors to work from home — and had just a
slimmed-down crew in the office. The prosecutor in question was on that crew — and that led him to handle more
cases in more courtrooms than normal.
The other factor: Courtrooms were busy expediting cases to get inmates out of jail to make room for those being
arrested. That led to more hearings, more people and more exposure to the infected prosecutor.
“We just can’t stop,” said Douglas County District Court administrator Doug Johnson. “The spigot has to keep
spinning because people are coming in to jail.
“But yes, I’m concerned. I’m in (the courthouse’s) tiny elevators every day. We’re obviously violating the social
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distancing (guidelines) in there. We’ve got to plug through this thing and hope that this too shall pass.”
The building commission on Wednesday sent crews in to deep-clean the courtrooms and back rooms where the
prosecutor was.
Scrubbing, while necessary, does little to cure the worry, Wayne said. The state senator said too many officials,
national and local, are hoping rather than acting in the face of a virus that doesn’t yield to hope. Wayne spent part
of Monday searching his mind as to whether he ran into the prosecutor over the past two weeks. He spent part of
Tuesday trying to see if an eviction hearing was taking place.
He found out it was — and started worrying about the down-on-their-luck clients who will risk exposure as they try
to defend their homes or, in criminal court, their freedom.
Wayne said he begrudgingly planned to venture to the courthouse Wednesday, wearing gloves and a mask.
The prosecutor’s case “proves the point,” Wayne said. “We’ve got that many people directly exposed. This is going
to be a workers’ comp issue if we continue to knowingly put people in harm’s way for their jobs. I mean, what else
has to happen before we finally shut it down?”
By Todd Cooper
 


LJS: Lincoln's 9th case caught coronavirus on trip to Texas; mayor hopes 'tough' early measures
blunted local spread
 
Lincoln health officials have confirmed a ninth case of COVID-19 in the city and identified the newest patient with
the disease as a man in his 30s who developed symptoms after returning home from Texas.
The man went to Dallas on March 11 and returned five days later before developing symptoms of COVID-19 on
March 21, interim Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director Pat Lopez said.
He received the COVID-19 test March 26, and the positive results came back Wednesday. 
The people he has been in close contact with have quarantined themselves, she said. 
Earlier this week, city and health officials said travel to areas in the U.S. with prevalent spread of the coronavirus had
been how patients here acquired it. Only one of the city's nine cases has resulted from the local spread of
coronavirus.
Local health department staff continue to monitor 95 people for signs of COVID-19, and 35 cases remain pending at
the state's public health lab in Omaha.
So far, 386 people have tested negative for the virus, and an unknown number of tests are pending at private labs.
But Bryan Health alone has 283 pending tests, including 243 from its drive-thru clinic launched last week. 
Overall, Nebraska had 214 confirmed cases of COVID-19 as of Wednesday evening and recorded five deaths from
the disease, according to the latest figures from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. 
Nearly one of every two confirmed cases in Nebraska comes from Douglas County.
During a videoconference with Lincoln Chamber of Commerce members Wednesday, Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird
said she's hopeful measures the city has taken to blunt the spread will bear fruit.
Early moves Lincoln made, such as not allowing fans at the boys state basketball tournament and closing schools,
"have put us in a strong position to fight the virus," she said.
Gaylor Baird noted that not allowing fans at the basketball tournament was "one of the toughest decisions we made
early on." But she also said it was vindicated when colleges and pro leagues canceled games shortly after.
She commended residents for doing a good job following recommendations to stay home as much as possible and
avoid gathering with others, and she also stressed the importance of people staying home if they are sick.
"If we can stop the spread of the virus and limit it within a household, we've done important, heroic work to protect
the rest of the community and to protect all the medical professionals who are on the front lines," Gaylor Baird said.
She said that only time will tell if Lincoln has done enough to flatten the curve and limit COVID-19 infections.
By Riley Johnson
 


OWH: Offutt service member tests positive for COVID-19
 
An active duty member at Offutt Air Force Base has tested positive for COVID-19, according to a statement from the
Air Force.
It is the first confirmed case of the coronavirus at the base. 







The service member is recovering and being closely monitored by medical personnel, officials said. The individual
has not come into close contact with anyone outside of the person's house after exhibiting symptoms, according to
the statement.
The base has taken protective measures, under Health Protection Condition Charlie, to lessen the risk of exposure to
personnel. This includes: social distancing, continued strict hygiene and increased sanitizing measures in common
areas.
By Jessica Wade
 


LJS: COVID-19 model for Nebraska shows range of deaths and health care demands
 
There's a science to match the new world we're living in now. 
It's called outbreak science, and it comes with an important companion: mathematical prediction tools that are
garnering a lot of attention. 
The White House reviewed a dozen such models recently, and one of its own creation, for making decisions
regarding the coronavirus crisis.
But a University of Nebraska Medical Center professor and infectious disease specialist, David Brett-Major, says
models are not meant to be answers. They are only meant to be guideposts for planning, and as sentinels for
resources. 
Some coronavirus model predictions have been criticized for their complexities and uncertainties and the inevitable
confusion they cause among a public that wants information, maybe some reassurance. 
It's a given that outbreak models will change as their developers learn more about the real numbers of cases, deaths
and spread.
"And so it's a numbers-chasing game we have not joined. Or at least I have not," Brett-Major said. "Models are a
conversation and not a formulaic output." 
A COVID-19 forecast by the respected Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington
attracted media attention this week for its state-by-state model.
Originally published March 26, it has been updated twice since. Initial projections of 424 deaths in Nebraska grew to
442 and Wednesday to 448. 
The latest projection put the peak for deaths in Nebraska at 15 per day April 24, dropping to zero by June 13.
It assumes continued social distancing and predicts Nebraska will have adequate hospital beds. And there will be a
need, the model indicated Wednesday, for 168 ventilators. 
A real-time tracking of the virus by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services showed Nebraska's
curve is starting sharply upward, with 214 confirmed cases and five deaths, as of Wednesday evening. Douglas
County has nearly half of those cases.
The University of Washington model is for the first wave of the illness.
"We seem to be smoldering," Brett-Major said of Nebraska. "We seem to be still early. We probably are
experiencing more cases than we know. But on the other hand, we probably are in a better place than most
regarding testing."
Nebraska's curve upward in cases will probably be later and, with hope, lower than hard-hit states, he said, and
affected by public health directed measures that closed restaurants and schools and mandated no gatherings larger
than 10 people.
Brett-Major said for their planning purposes, he and his colleagues look at sources of large data and compile
information to know how to provide health services and continue to maintain the medical center system. UNMC is a
sounding board for the state and expected to provide a depth of information, working alongside Nebraska public
health officials. 
He is a member of a group that published an article in "Nature Communications" recently on using outbreak science
to strengthen the use of models during epidemics. 
Infectious disease modeling has played a prominent role in recent outbreaks, but integrating it into public health
decision-making has been challenging, the article says. 
The group would like to see the way people organize and report on models in emergencies change, with better
communication and connections between those who build the models and those public health officials who use
them. 







Models, for the most part are not bad guesses, Brett-Major said, although there have been guesses that have been
wildly wrong, such as during the Ebola outbreak in West Africa in 2014-2016. 
With the coronavirus, investigators are able to look at and get information on its movement from variant influenza
viruses, those that start in animals and move to humans. 
"Even though this coronavirus probably does transmit more easily than a usual new strain of flu, there's a lot more
experience with this, so we kind of know that it's going to be common," he said. "We know that it's going to spread
in a way with which we're accustomed. And we know there's not a lot of immunity in the population to slow it down
yet." 
Weather can cause breaks in the patterns. And when this virus comes around again, there will be more immunity to
lessen it some, and then it will go in cycles and eventually be one of the common coronaviruses that are seen, he
said. 
"In fairness, the rest of it might be predicted even better than the stock market," he said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: UNMC study suggests coronavirus has airborne transmission potential, but not like measles
 
An early study by University of Nebraska Medical Center researchers and others has found some potential for
airborne transmission of the novel coronavirus.
But it’s not the type of spread associated with highly contagious airborne diseases such as the measles and
chickenpox.
The researchers stressed, however, that their findings do not confirm that the virus spreads in an airborne fashion.
While they recovered the virus’s genetic material in the samples they collected, more study is underway to
determine whether they captured live virus that can be grown in the lab. Additional evidence also is needed to
determine the risk of airborne transmission of the virus.
“It doesn’t appear to spread like classic airborne viruses,” said Dr. Mark Rupp, chief of UNMC’s infectious diseases
division. “We’re not seeing that with COVID-19.”
Many things, in fact, still aren’t known about the virus and how it spreads, including how much it takes to infect
another person. The report, published in an online archive before peer review by outside scientists, is one of many
that researchers around the world are conducting and publishing rapidly as they seek to get a better handle on the
virus.
In this case, the researchers collected samples from the air, in bathrooms and from surfaces in 11 isolation rooms
that housed some of the original 13 people who tested positive for COVID-19, the illness caused by the virus, after
being rescued from a stricken cruise ship.
The 13 were among a total of 15 passengers who were monitored and treated in the Nebraska Biocontainment
Unit and the National Quarantine Unit, both on the UNMC campus, between mid-February and mid-March. The
researchers are affiliated with UNMC, Nebraska Medicine and the University of Nebraska’s National Strategic
Research Institute.
The study found high levels of contamination by the virus, detected by genetic testing, on commonly used surfaces
and in the air of patients’ rooms. Air samples from hallways outside of rooms where staff were moving in and out of
doors also were positive.
The study suggests that COVID-19 patients, even those who are only mildly ill, may create aerosols of virus and
contaminate surfaces that may pose a risk of transmission.
The findings, the researchers wrote, suggest that the virus might be spread through both larger droplets produced
when people cough or sneeze and person-to-person contact, as well as through indirect contact with contaminated
objects and airborne transmission.
Rupp said the study doesn’t do much to change recommendations for the general public. The federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has posted guidance on how to prevent spread through close contact with family
members, including limiting an infected person to a separate bathroom and bedroom if possible.
That guidance includes information on properly cleaning surroundings if someone has a respiratory illness. The virus
is believed to be killed relatively easily by a long list of household cleaners.
It does, however, emphasize the need for aggressive social distancing. “This will really crimp down the transmission
of this virus from person to person in society,” Rupp said in a discussion of the study on Facebook Live.
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Rupp said he did not believe the general public needed to wear masks.
Whether to recommend that the public wear cloth masks when out and about is a matter the CDC reportedly is
reviewing. Any recommendation, however, is expected to come with the caveat that medical masks be reserved for
health care providers.
The study also shows how important it is for health care workers caring for COVID-19 patients to take precautions
against virus transmission, said John Lowe, UNMC’s vice chancellor for Inter-professional Health Security Training
and Education.
“That means wearing the proper personal protective equipment, using negative air pressure rooms for these
patients whenever possible and being mindful about the method of entering and exiting these rooms,” he said.
Dr. James Lawler, director of the Global Center for Health Security at UNMC, said teams who were caring for the
cruise ship passengers were taking such precautions and will continue to do so, even as the number of patients
increases.
More research, however, is needed to characterize the virus’s environmental risk.
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: One small Nebraska town waits and wonders: What will be left after coronavirus?
 
DODGE — Sitting alone on a bar stool at his deserted small-town tavern, Dave Brester contemplated the future.
The Merry Martini is a major gathering place in this farm town, 18 miles northwest of Fremont. But in the last couple
of weeks, the afternoon card players quit coming, as did the after-work crowd, and the Friday afternoon club.
Instead, the sign on the door reads, “Dodge County closed us. Carry outs only.” And a tub near the entrance holds
bottles of wine selling for only $5 each.
There’s not much to do, said Brester, 73, who’s owned the bar Merry Martini for 28 years.
“We don’t have anyone in here. Carry out is the only thing that’s going to carry us through,” he said. “But it’s going
to get tougher … and it’s not just us, it’s going to effect everyone.”
Dodge, population 597, is dealing with the coronavirus crisis like lots of small towns in Nebraska. There’s plenty of
uncertainty, concern and even confusion about how to carry on with life in a world where the all the schools are
closed, social activities are suspended, and you need to stand six feet apart when you go to the grocery store or walk
down the sidewalk.
Even Mass at the town’s St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church, which looms over Dodge from the top of a hill, has been
cancelled.
There’s never been anything like this before, said Kathy Kauffold, who’s been putting out the weekly Dodge Criterion
newspaper for 57 years.
“It’s the first time in the history of America that all the churches are closed for Easter,” she said. “That’s sad.”
There’s some sense here that the virus might bypass Dodge, and that it’s mostly a big city problem. But there’s also
a growing awareness, as more and more restrictions are announced and more cases are identified in Dodge County
and elsewhere, that it really isn’t.
“In Dodge, I think we have a false sense of security — it’s not going to get here. But it is going to get here,” said Jody
Stecher, a personal banker at Farmers State Bank in Dodge.
The bank’s lobby has been closed for two weeks — drive-thru and online banking only — and its electronic sign
flashes a huge “closed” sign in announcing the status of the town library.
Bank employees are alternating — half working at home and half working behind the locked doors of the bank.
“It’s tough to survive in a small town anyway, and then you have to close your business or alter the way you do
business,” Stecher said. “It’s hard having to see businesses struggle.”
So Stecher and a couple of friends organized a “Corona Cruise and Bear Hunt” on Sunday evening, inviting area
residents to drive through town and document where they found bear dolls and signs posted in windows of Dodge
businesses and homes.
An estimated 100 tractors, pickups, cars, golf carts, grain trucks and even a combine showed up, after first doing a
drive through nearby Howells. Up to 143 bears were counted. Similar cruise nights have been held in several other
Nebraska towns, too, to relieve the monotony.
“We had a little fun,” said Kristine Uhing, a bookkeeper at the 2nd Street Market. “People needed to get out into a
little sunshine.”
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Her son, Mason, also got to drive his new van, painted like the one in “Scooby Doo,” at a cruise. His initial plan was
to drive it to prom, which was cancelled.
The cruisers supplied a boost to local businesses, stopping for burgers and fries at the Hilltop Lanes bowling alley,
“tastee” sandwiches at the Dodge City Bar, and to-go cocktails and beer at Merry Martini.
“If you want businesses at the end of this, you need to support them. They need it right now,” said Stecher, who is a
distant relative of Dodge’s most famous resident, Joe Stecher, a three-time, world wrestling champ a century ago.
Social distancing? Well, that was a little relaxed during the Corona Cruise, townspeople said, as groups stood along
the main street and piled together into vehicles.
Stecher said she’s probably violating social distancing rules by regularly checking on her 88-year-old grandmother.
“I’ve been told. I’ve got to clean up my ways,” she said.
But Dodge has plenty of older residents, and Stecher said she worries about them and the isolation. They can’t go to
church, can’t go to card groups, can’t get together for coffee.
“I keep my circle (of contacts) small,” she said, to limit contracting or spreading the virus.
At the town nursing home, Parkview Home, visitors have been banned for a couple of weeks, “window” visits only.
There’s extra cleaning and extra checks, per guidelines from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
At the Dodge grocery store, business was brisk at midday on Monday, with customers trying to avoid one another in
narrow aisles and standing apart at the check-out stand. Carry-out grocery service is now available, and home
deliveries have been expanded to every day of the week, and at no charge.
Chairs at the lunch area have been removed at the supermarket. The normal lunch crowd can’t gather there
anyway. But Monday’s lunch special — two pork brisket sliders for $3 — was proving a popular take-out item.
There were a couple of rolls of toilet paper left on the shelves on Monday, but they were gone by Tuesday. There’s
been no deliveries of toilet paper, or products like hand sanitizer and rubbing alcohol for the past couple of weeks,
and cheese and eggs are also hard to get, said 2nd Street Market owner Malinda Kempf.
The problem isn’t her customers, Kempf said, but a lack of deliveries from warehouses, which reportedly still lack
several products.
“We’re kind of out here in the bohunks,” she said. “So we don’t get the big store stuff.”
But except for the local dental office and, just this week, the Dodge City Bar, businesses were open in Dodge. Farm
trucks rumbled to the grain elevator; a fork lift driver loaded a cattle chute at a manufacturing outlet; gas was still
being pumped at the filling station at the end of the block.
Package deliveries are as robust as during Christmas, according to Dodge Postmaster Lynn Harms.
“People are bored so they’re deciding, ‘Let’s order something online,’" Harms said.
At the local newspaper, Kauffold was working her afternoon shift, alternating with the Criterion’s other employee
who works mornings and then sanitizes the office.
But with no spring sports to cover, no spring concerts and few community events to promote and advertise, it’s a
struggle, she said. “Our school superintendent hopes to have some kind of graduation ceremony. Maybe it will be
outside,” Kauffold said.
Overall, folks in Dodge are like folks everywhere else — wondering when this is going to end, wondering if someone
they know might get infected, wondering what will be left when it’s over. Will that be a month? Or months?
There have been no confirmed cases of coronavirus in Dodge, but there had been four cases reported in Dodge
County as of noon Wednesday, and one in Cuming County, just a mile to the north.
This Sunday in Dodge, there will be another Corona Cruise to support local businesses. But this time, hearts will be
placed in windows instead of bears. It’s the least that can be done in these uncertain times, Stecher said.
“I think eventually it’s going to be OK,” she said. “It’s just going to take while.”
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Traffic plunges across Nebraska amid pandemic. But are we still driving too much?
 
Traffic across Nebraska has plummeted on streets and highways as people shelter to fight the novel coronavirus.
Different counts suggest Dodge Street traffic through central Omaha has dropped by half, while Interstate traffic is
down by 41% from Lincoln to Iowa.
The data shows an incredible turn as society pivots in response to the pandemic. But amid the calls to stay home for
the greater good, the figures also raise the question: Are people still driving too much?







Unacast, an international analytics company that uses cellphone location data, has created a “Social Distancing
Scoreboard” rating the United States, individual states and counties on how much they’re cutting their travel and
nonessential visits.
Nebraska rates a C- for its behavioral changes, although it’s unclear how traffic from the continued flow of vital
interstate trucking traffic factors into the state’s grade. Douglas County rates a C.
Greg Youell, executive director of the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency, said he drove down a nearly empty Dodge
Street one evening recently, and it felt almost eerie.
But he said the traffic that remains is often the people who need to take their trips the most, including doctors,
nurses and people supporting vital services.
“It’s good that they’re there,” Youell said, “and it’s kind of a lifeline for keeping everything going in this
unprecedented time.”
Tuesday, the Nebraska Department of Transportation released traffic figures showing the slowdown cascade
through March.
In the first week of March, traffic volumes were up 2% compared with the March average for the three-year period
from 2016 to 2018. By the third week of March, traffic was down 19%, and then 29% by last week.
The Interstate showed the biggest drops. Traffic was down 41% on Interstate 80 from Lincoln to Iowa and in Omaha
on Interstates 480 and 680. Traffic volume was down 36% on I-80 west of Lincoln.
Other Douglas County and Sarpy County highways and streets were down 28% by the end of March.
The data comes from the department’s system of 67 automated, continuous traffic counters across the state.
Kyle Schneweis, the Department of Transportation’s director, said Nebraska’s freight traffic remains at near-normal
levels. He said the department will continue analyzing the data to understand the impacts and trends.
Jeff Riesselman, the City of Omaha’s traffic engineer, said the city is looking at its available traffic numbers, too. They
appear to be in line, he said, with the state’s figures and traffic numbers nationally.
Wednesday, the city released a collection of traffic figures compared with the last week of February. The numbers
were measured at three intersections with radar detection signals:


·         144th Street and West Center Road: -44%
·         72nd and Grover Streets: -39%
·         120th and L Streets: -36%


On Dodge Street between 69th and 93rd Streets, traffic volumes were down 52%. On 84th Street from Center Street
to Lincoln Street in Papillion, volumes were down 35%.
For Douglas County, the Unacast scoreboard indicates that the average distance traveled was down about 47%.
According to the company, nonessential trips in Douglas County were down about 61%.
By Jeffrey Robb
 


OWH: Former middle school teacher convicted of having sex with student dies in prison
 
A former Lincoln middle school teacher who was convicted of first-degree sexual assault of a minor has died in
prison.
Jackson Hedrick, 27, died about 8:30 a.m. Wednesday at a Lincoln hospital, according to a spokeswoman for the
Nebraska Corrections Department. He was serving a 20- to 30-year sentence that began in December 2015.
The cause of death has not been determined, the spokeswoman said. Whenever someone dies in custody in
Nebraska, a grand jury is called to conduct an investigation.
Hedrick was a first-year social studies teacher at Irving Middle School when he was arrested on suspicion of
enticement by electronic communication device. After further investigation, Hedrick was charged with first-degree
sexual assault of a 14-year-old female student from the school.
Hedrick also was an assistant cross country coach at Lincoln Southeast High School. He graduated from that high
school in 2010.
By Kevin Cole
 


LJS: COVID-19 complicating college student census count
 
The goal of the 2020 U.S. Census is to “count everyone once, only once and in the right place,” the bureau’s
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marketing materials say, with the right place being where each person was living April 1.
In this year’s count, the “right place” for nearly 12 million full-time students across the country is where they are
pursuing higher education, either their on-campus residence hall or off-campus house or apartment, even if it’s not
their permanent address.
But the spread of the coronavirus and the subsequent closing of college and university dormitories across the
country displaced thousands of students from where they normally would have been residing on what’s known as
Census Day.
The implications of undercounting the student population in cities such as Lincoln and Omaha, both home to
multiple institutions that host thousands of students annually, as well as small college towns across the state, could
be huge.
Millions of dollars in federal funding are at stake each year, and an undercount of as few as 1,000 people could
result in Lincoln losing an estimated $21 million for education needs or infrastructure projects over the next decade,
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said last fall.
Counting college students in their rural hometowns rather than the urban centers where they spend most of their
year could be felt for the next decade, too, as next year's redistricting process will rely on this year's census.
To ensure Nebraska's count of residents is in line with federal guidelines, university and local government officials
are imploring students to complete the census by listing where they would have been living had the spread of
COVID-19 not forced them to leave campus.
“It’s so important for university and college students to be counted where they are attending school because they
are using those streets, they are using the medical system,” said Josie Gatti Schafer, director of the Center for Public
Affairs Research at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
“All that money is tied to the census,” she said, adding there are three ways on-campus students can be counted
this year.
* Campus officials can turn over administrative data about who is living in university-sponsored housing.
* Students still living there can respond to the questions online, by phone or mail.
* Or, they wait for a census worker to knock on their door for a face-to-face interview in the weeks ahead.
The NU system, through its own Complete Count working group that included representatives from each campus,
coordinated with the Census Bureau to turn over records about who was living in traditional dormitories, suite-style
residence halls and even Greek houses this year.
That means more than 11,000 NU students across the state will be automatically recorded at their campus address,
including roughly 7,500 students at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, according to Lesley Esters, director of
assessment and staff development for the Office of Student Affairs.
But Esters said UNL is concerned about how the students who live in apartments or rental houses off-campus may
be counted, particularly if those individuals returned to their parents’ homes or elsewhere to ride out the pandemic.
“There’s always the potential when a student relocates, their participation could be impacted,” she said.
NU is encouraging those students through a series of public service announcements and email marketing to fill out
the census online, over the phone, or by mail, listing their address as where they were living on campus.
Gaylor Baird said the Lincoln-Lancaster County Complete Count Committee has also worked “to impress upon the
public the importance of completing the census ... including the tens of thousands of students that attend college in
Lincoln.”
“With the sudden departure of so many students, we are concerned that they will be undercounted,” Gaylor Baird
said. “Students should understand that they are supposed to fill out the census based on where they live the
majority of the year.”
The committee worked with UNL and the local Census Bureau office on outreach efforts starting last fall, while
students in the broadcasting program within the College of Journalism and Mass Communications worked on a
semester-long project to promote the census for students, she added.
Still, Lancaster County Board Chair Sean Flowerday said it will be tough to get college students counted where they
are living while attending college.
As chair of the Complete Count Committee, Flowerday said he’s concerned COVID-19-related closures of several
campuses in the Capital City could hurt the county’s census reporting further.
And students still considered dependents by their parents for tax purposes may be classified that way on the census
in their household, Flowerday added.







Schafer said the Census Bureau is aware of both problems — the potential undercount in college towns, as well as
the potential for duplication of some students — and has built tools to sort through the responses and ensure each
student is counted once, only once and in the right place.
David Drozd, a research coordinator at UNO's Center for Public Affairs Research, said the extent of COVID-19's
impact on the census won't be apparent until the data are released.
"It's hard to tell at this point how that is actually going to turn out given all the disruptions in living situations, as well
as in census operations," he said. "We won't really know or be able to analyze the counts until they are released
next spring."
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Former Omaha TV meteorologist arrested, accused of threatening county health director
 
A former Omaha TV meteorologist and spokesman for then-Mayor Jim Suttle is accused of threatening to “lynch”
and slit the throat of Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour.
Ronald G. Penzkowski, who went by the name Ron Gerard, was arrested about 5:45 p.m. Tuesday on suspicion of
making terroristic threats and stalking. He is being held in the Douglas County Jail awaiting a Thursday bail hearing.
Douglas County Sheriff’s Capt. Wayne Hudson said at a press conference Wednesday that Pour had received
multiple “threatening and disturbing” emails — 15 to 30 — from someone about the coronavirus response by health
officials. The emails, which were sent to Pour’s work email account, were traced back to Penzkowski, Hudson said.
The emails referred to public health measures such as shelter-at-home orders, he said. The sender apparently tried
to disguise where the emails were coming from, Hudson said, but forensics work and subpoenas of email and
Internet accounts tied the emails to Penzkowski, 57.
Lt. William Rinn said investigators are looking into whether several email accounts can be tied to Penzkowski.
The first emails were sent March 20, officials said, and the Sheriff’s Office was notified March 25.
The Sheriff’s Office and the Omaha Police Department had officers monitor Pour’s house and office starting last
week, Hudson said.
On Tuesday, deputies went to Penzkowski’s Omaha home with a search warrant. He refused to speak to deputies,
Rinn said. Pour will still need to be interviewed by deputies, he said.
Deputies seized the cellphone they believe was used to send the emails, Rinn said. He declined to say whether
weapons were found in the home but said Penzkowski does not have any guns registered to him.
Additional investigative work will be done to comb through Penzkowski’s cellphone to determine whether he made
additional threats on social media or to others, Rinn said.
Chief Deputy Sheriff Tom Wheeler said that Pour and her staff have been working tirelessly and that all public
servants must be able to make difficult decisions without fear, intimidation or physical harm.
“They make those decisions with one common goal, and that’s to protect the public,” he said. “If we get further
reports of public officials being threatened, we’re going to take them seriously and we’re going to investigate them
thoroughly.”
Penzkowski served as spokesman and director of communications for Omaha Mayor Jim Suttle. He was a field
operations director during Suttle’s election campaign and was named communications director when Suttle took
office in June 2009. Before that, Penzkowski worked as a meteorologist at Omaha TV stations KPTM and KETV.
He left the communications post with the Suttle administration in October 2010. Pour has worked as the Douglas
County health director since 2002. She declined to comment, citing the ongoing investigation.
Chris Rodgers, president of the Douglas County Board of Health, said Pour told him last week about the threatening
emails.
“This has put her in a light that she’s definitely prepared to, but doesn’t relish having to, make these decisions. She
understands how hard this is, but the No. 1 thing is trying to stay ahead of this curve,” he said. “Dr. Pour has always
operated with integrity, and she’s got a lot of equity in this community, and I think that’s why people are looking to
her in this time of need and trust in the words that she’s saying.”
Rodgers said he thought the emails had a sexist undertone.
“Guys are taking these shots at them because they’re women making decisions,” he said, referring both to Pour and
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert.
He reminded people to take public health decisions seriously — to stay at home unless necessary, to avoid being in







groups of more than 10 people and to practice social distancing by staying 6 feet away from one another.
“We’re confident in (Pour’s) abilities and we support her 100%,” he said. “Give us patience on this. These are
unusually strange times.”
By Alia Conley
 


OWH Editorial: This troubling Iowa case shows need to monitor medical staff
 
News accounts over the years have told how, in various states, child-abusing teachers in some instances were able
to find employment in a series of school districts due to a lack of data-sharing among districts. School officials have
responded by stepping up interdistrict communications. A troubling case in Iowa shows the harm that can occur
when the health care system fails to rigorously monitor for criminal conduct among its ranks.
In the Iowa case, a nurse, Katie Boll, was able to keep finding work in one institution after another despite her
misconduct in handling narcotics — stealing painkillers intended to relieve the suffering of elderly patients. This
occurred on at least 50 occasions.
“I knew my mom was in pain,” Joyce Becker of Dundee, Iowa, said of her 92-year-old mother, Alice Bandy. “So I kept
asking the nurses, ‘Can you give her something for the pain?’ And they said, ‘She’s already on morphine.’ Well, then
we later came to find out she wasn’t getting any of it. It was quite a shock. Mom really trusted everyone out there.”
At one nursing home, Boll harmed 14 patients. The oldest was 101 years old.
The vast majority of medical staff hold to high professional standards, of course, and that’s especially the case as the
Midlands medical community has mobilized with extraordinary resolve to address the virus emergency. But the
need to monitor for bad apples is imperative, the same as for any other profession.
“Health facilities don’t share information about past employees’ misconduct,” the Iowa Capital Dispatch concluded
in its investigation of the Boll case. “Licensing boards don’t tell the public about criminal convictions of the
professionals they oversee, and state inspectors don’t always sanction the facilities where the crimes are
committed.”
Last July, federal prosecutors charged Boll with one count of tampering with a consumer product and 16 counts of
acquiring controlled substances by misrepresentation, fraud, deception and subterfuge. As part of a plea bargain,
Boll agreed to relinquish her nursing license, and prosecutors dropped 15 of the 17 charges against her. She was
sentenced to four years in prison.
“Do no harm,” the Hippocratic Oath says. It’s vital for the health care community to monitor for any staff members
who callously violate that all-important principle.
 


OWH: Schools right to oppose bill
 
After reading the Midlands Voices pieces by State Sens. Tom Briese (March 28) and Mike Groene (March 22) lauding
Legislative Bill 1106 as the panacea to lower property taxes and support schools, I have to respond. Lowering
property taxes while doing no harm to other state programs and needs is like constructing a household budget —
equalizing money coming in with expenses going out, and trying to add savings for a rainy day. Nebraska can’t take
out a loan; money in must equal money out.
In LB 1106, the authors promise an additional $500 million in state aid to schools to replace lost property taxes, an
additional cost to the state budget without increasing other taxes or cutting some budget cost. Previous attempts to
lower property taxes cut costs or increased sales or income taxes or both, and they all failed passage. How can
senators now offer a bill that does not cut costs or raise taxes but adds a $500 million expense?
Senators want school parents to trust that the funds to replace lost property taxes will be there in the future.
However, research of legislative reactions when anticipated dollars did not arrive will show cuts to school state aid
were always a target. Also, anything promised by state senators now can be changed by future legislatures, so at
best, LB 1106 is a one-year deal.
Now, the COVID-19 challenge and slowing of the state revenue growth will dry up future funds to pay for the
promised state aid even next year. What will a new Legislature do then? If you want to know why school groups
don’t support LB 1106, now you know. It is not about control; it is about trust. LB 1106 may lower property taxes,
but it doesn’t stabilize state school aid as reported. Until a bill can do both, I’d recommend a no vote.
Chuck Chevalier, Springfield, Neb.







 


LJS Editorial, 4/2: Right time for fresh start for State Fair
 
It is time to hit reset on the Nebraska State Fair.
With last week’s departure of Executive Director Lori Cox, a serious rift within the State Fair Board and an ongoing
investigation into “suspicious activity” in the fair’s finances, the fair is in administrative turmoil.
Following last year’s disastrous fair, which had a reported $1.7 million loss, the fair is in financial turmoil as well.
Some of the financial hit can’t be blamed on the fair’s operations or administration. Heavy rains drenched the
fairgrounds, leading to a 10% drop in attendance and a 12% drop in gate revenue.
But significant spending on concerts also was a major contributor to the loss, the second consecutive year the fair
has lost money after a decade of success -- and profitable events -- in Grand Island.
The loss forced the board to take out a $1.1 million line of credit, lay off 10 of its 17 employees and reduce
entertainment costs by $700,000.
While necessary steps, the layoffs, entertainment cuts and credit payments will weaken the fair for years to come.
The rift in the board, reflected by a series of 6-5 votes, is troubling for two reasons. First, it indicates no strategy for
the fair moving forward is acceptable to a broad majority of those appointed to govern it.
Second, board member Jeremy Jensen, one of the five board members losing on the split vote, has stated that there
is a “coalition” of six board members who took part in “secret vote counting” regarding Cox’s termination prior to a
canceled board meeting last month.
And Legacy Communications, which owns several Grand Island radio stations, sued last year over alleged violations
of the open-meetings act, including not following the rules for the use of executive session.
Regardless of whether they are proved to the letter of the law, Jensen’s charges and the suit’s allegations make it
imperative that the board operate with the utmost transparency -- if, for no other reason, than to restore its
credibility to properly manage the fair.
It also must come up with a plan for future fair operations that is endorsed not only by a broad majority of board
members, but by Nebraskans generally -- a task that could take some time.
With health and safety concerns from the novel coronavirus almost certain to continue into late August, when the
2020 fair is slated to begin, suspending the fair for a year could be a wise move on two fronts, preventing a return
flare-up of the virus and allowing time for the fair to get its administrative house and finances in order.
While it continues to face challenges of getting people from Lincoln, Omaha and their suburbs -- more than half the
state’s population -- to go west for the carnival, livestock shows, food and entertainment, the fair has, until the last
two years, been a success in Grand Island.
Perhaps an administrative and operational reset -- along with some luck on the weather front -- will make it
successful again in the coming years.
 


LJS Local View: COVID-19 puts prisons in peril
 
There is a crisis in Nebraska that has been drawing attention for a while. The Nebraska Department of Corrections is
experiencing one of the worst overcrowding epidemics in the country.
Nebraska consistently ranks among the states with the highest prison overcrowding nationwide. And the state will
have to declare an overcrowding emergency this summer if numbers don’t decrease by July 1.
As a whole, it currently stands at 150% capacity. But Nebraska State Penitentiary is at 187% designed capacity, while
Omaha Correctional Center is at 200% and Diagnostic & Evaluation is over 300% capacity. In fact, the ACLU has filed
a lawsuit because of the overcrowding and inhumane conditions behind bars.
But there is also a tragic shortage of corrections officers. And the officers there are working double and triple shifts.
Combine that with the shortage of health care facilities and providers, and you have some serious issues.
Now inject the novel coronavirus into the equation. These facilities have been ticking time bombs for years (as we
saw during the Mother’s Day riot in Tecumseh a few years back). With increased illness comes decreased
supervision and health care. And with the way inmates are literally stacked on top of each other, there may be no
worse of a situation for this pandemic.
I know many of you are reading this and thinking "Who cares? They’re criminals." But trust me, there are good men
in those facilities who are working extremely hard to turn their lives around. They aren't all murderers and sexual







predators. They're people, people who are much better than their worst mistake.
I know this because, until two months ago, I was one of those people. And that's extremely difficult for me to admit
that here. But I think it's important that people understand what our corrections system is up against.
So I know firsthand how ridiculous the problems are. But I also know that there are a lot of good people on both
sides doing their best every day.
The unit I was in for 2½ months at D&E was originally designed for 16 people. During my time there, we had 50 to 55
men in our unit, 20 or more of them sleeping on cots on the floor with thin mattresses used by someone else the
night before.
There are two showers for the entire unit. At OCC, eight of us shared a room half the size of a shipping container.
Social distancing is an absolute impossibility in these conditions. If the coronavirus infiltrates these facilities, they will
become literal deathtraps.
Again, this is hard for me to share and admit. But, as with my entire life, I'm hoping to use my experience to create
awareness. I'm not sure what the solution is, but this has been a disaster in the making for years. Please keep those
men in your hearts.
Bob Wiley lives in Omaha.
 


AP: US unemployment claims hit record 6.6 million as layoffs accelerate with virus
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More than 6.6 million Americans applied for unemployment benefits last week, far exceeding
a record high set just last week, a sign that layoffs are accelerating in the midst of the coronavirus.
The job cuts are mounting against the backdrop of economies in the United States and abroad that have almost
certainly sunk into a severe recession as businesses close across the world.
The figure for last week is much higher than the previous record of 3.3 million reported for the previous week. The
surging layoffs have led many economists to envision as many as 20 million lost jobs by the end of April. The
unemployment rate could spike to as high as 15% this month, above the previous record of 10.8% set during a deep
recession in 1982.
Many employers are slashing their payrolls to try to stay afloat because their revenue has collapsed, especially at
restaurants, hotels, gyms, movie theaters and other venues that depend on face-to-face interaction. Auto sales have
sunk, and factories have closed.
Stay-at-home orders, imposed by most U.S. states, have intensified pressure on businesses, most of which face rent,
loans and other bills that must be paid.
By Christopher Rugaber
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A crucifix hangs on the wall of a classroom in Indianapolis in April 2010. | AJ Mast/AP Photo


CHURCH V. STATE — Oklahoma’s departing attorney general just took a big
step toward achieving a conservative education milestone.


— A state law that blocks religious institutions and private sectarian
schools from public charter school programs is likely unconstitutional and
should not be enforced, Attorney General John O’Connor and Solicitor General
Zach West wrote in a non-binding legal opinion this month .


— Their 15-page memo leans on a trio of recent U.S. Supreme Court
decisions that favored religious schools and won rapt attention from
conservative school choice advocates and faith groups. Oklahoma Republican
Gov. Kevin Stitt said the advisory opinion “rightfully defends parents, education
freedom, and religious liberty in Oklahoma.” Newly-elected state
Superintendent Ryan Walters called it “the right decision for Oklahomans.”
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— “The policy implications are huge because this is the first state that is going
to allow religious charter schools,” said Nicole Stelle Garnett , a University of
Notre Dame law professor and influential religious charter school supporter
who wants other states to follow Oklahoma’s lead . “The legal implications are
huge because this is the first state that says that they have to,” she told Weekly
Education.


— Now it's time to see if faith-based Oklahoma institutions successfully
apply for taxpayer support to create charter schools that teach religion as a
doctrinal truth just like private schools do today, and if legislators will push to
change state law. Also watch if legal authorities in other Republican-led states
pen similar opinions.


— Those looming decisions and court fights will set the stage for renewed
constitutional debates about the line between church and state.


IT’S MONDAY, DEC. 12. WELCOME TO WEEKLY EDUCATION. State health
officials are warning people that time is running out to get vaccinated before
gathering with family over the holidays as Covid-19 cases surge nationwide
alongside unseasonably severe waves of flu and respiratory syncytial virus.


Reach out with tips to today’s host at jperez@politico.com and also my
colleagues Michael Stratford ( mstratford@politico.com ), Bianca Quilantan (
bquilantan@politico.com ) and Mackenzie Wilkes ( mwilkes@politico.com ).
And don’t forget to follow us on Twitter: @Morning_Edu and @POLITICOPro .


A message from Go Guardian:


Today, record numbers of K-12 students are using school-issued devices to
access online learning environments. Recent polling from Morning Consult
shows that keeping students safe online is a top priority for parents, educators,
and administrators. GoGuardian provides thoughtful safety solutions to meet
this demand, including tools that prevent students from accessing harmful
content, detect signs of a student considering self-harm or harm to others, and
help keep students focused on learning. Learn more.


Want to receive this newsletter every weekday?  Subscribe to POLITICO Pro .
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You’ll also receive daily policy news and other intelligence you need to act on
the day’s biggest stories.


Outside the Supreme Court in Washington in July 2020. | Patrick Semansky/AP Photo


THE PATH AHEAD — It’ll take time and effort before Oklahoma churches can
set up publicly-funded religious charter schools. And it could be years before a
national movement in that direction takes hold.


— “It's a momentous thing that the attorney general did, but it's not going
to change the landscape overnight,” Garnett said of the Oklahoma opinion.
“It's not going to be like tomorrow we will wake up and have half of charter
schools be religious.”


— Yet the formal opinion of a conservative attorney general marks one of
three ways religious charters can find legal footing.







— In a widely-read 2020 report for the conservative Manhattan Institute think
tank , Garnett argued states could also amend or write laws that allow such
schools to exist. Or perhaps a lawyer could sue on behalf of a school operator
that wants to incorporate religion into its curriculum.


— O’Connor, who lost his party's primary for reelection and drew scrutiny from
secular groups for his religious views earlier this year , was unavailable for an
interview according to his office. His opinion, though, relies on three
groundbreaking high court cases involving religious institutions: Carson v.
Makin earlier this year, Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue in 2020,
and Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia v. Comer in 2017.


— “We do not believe the U.S. Supreme Court would accept the argument
that, because charter schools are considered public for various purposes, that a
state should be allowed to discriminate against religiously affiliated private
participants who wish to establish and operate charter schools in accordance
with their faith alongside other private participants,” the Oklahoma opinion
argued. “Almost nothing in the text or trajectory of Trinity Lutheran, Espinoza,
or Carson would lead one to that conclusion.”


— That’s far from a universal belief, of course.


— “It is a whole other ballgame for the state to instruct children on
religious doctrine and teach it as truth,” Derek Black, an education and civil
rights professor at the University of South Carolina School of Law, told Weekly
Education. “That's what we're talking about here: State dollars in public schools,
delivering instruction to children preaching religion as a way of life that must be
adhered to. That’s staggering.”


— “Of all the things this court has done,” Black said, “this is such an
enormous leap that I'm not willing to believe the court’s going to say the state
has to do that.”


JOIN THURSDAY FOR A CONVERSATION ON FAMILY CARE IN AMERICA
: Family caregivers are among our most overlooked and under-supported groups
in the United States. The Biden Administration’s new national strategy for
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supporting family caregivers outlines nearly 350 actions the federal government
is committed to taking. Who will deliver this strategy? How should different
stakeholders divide the work? Join POLITICO on Dec. 15 to explore how federal
action can improve the lives of those giving and receiving family care across
America. REGISTER HERE .


F I R S T  L O O K


People protest outside the Unified School District headquarters calling on the board of education to defund
L.A. school police on June 22, 2021 in Los Angeles. | Mario Tama/Getty Images


EXAMINING SCHOOL POLICE — Black adolescent and teenage students were
most likely to experience physical force or misconduct by school police officers
during the past decade, according to a new report from the Advancement
Project and Alliance For Educational Justice civil rights organizations.
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— “This is a phenomenon, this is not a one-off thing,” Tyler Whittenberg ,
deputy director of the Advancement Project’s Opportunity to Learn initiative,
told Weekly Education.


— The findings sustain a long-running debate over campus cops as U.S.
schools grapple with Covid-19’s blow to student wellbeing and mass shootings —
all while setting out new security and mental health plans funded by billions of
dollars from the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act .


— The organizations, which have demanded the removal of school police ,
analyzed 285 documented incidents where students were subjected to acts of
physical force or misconduct by school police officers between 2011 and 2021.


— They concluded more than 80 percent of affected students were Black,
and that more than a quarter were students with disabilities or mental health
concerns. More than 60 percent of the incidents also resulted in serious injuries
to students, according to the report, and even five deaths since 2011.


— “We're seeing it throughout the United States,” Whittenberg said. “The
same police that are in the streets creating harms that we are marching the
streets [against] are also in our schools creating the same harms — which
honestly is even worse, because we’re talking about children in a learning
environment.”


— Overall majorities of parents and teachers nevertheless support the
presence of armed police in schools.


— Roughly 70 percent of American Federation of Teachers union members
who work in K-12 schools said this summer that they favored having more
armed security guards and police on campus. Roughly 80 percent of American
adults and public school parents supported the use of armed police (and mental
health screenings) in schools, according to a June poll commissioned by the Phi
Delta Kappa International education group.


— Whittenberg acknowledged political divides over campus security mean
efforts to remove police from K-12 schools may only prompt hyperlocal debates.


— “If there's a school district where they're not going through these same
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issues – they don't have a lot of youth of color, they love their officers – then
maybe this report isn't for you,” Whittenberg said. “This report is for all the
youth of color, and parents of color, who are out there struggling to find a school
or force their school district to make their schools more friendly and nurturing
to their students as opposed to treating them as a criminal.”


A message from Go Guardian:


Advertisement Image


 


H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N


BACK TO WORK — A quarter of the academic workers participating in the
largest strike in higher education history in the U.S. are set to return to work at
the University of California today after a month on the picket lines, POLITICO’s
Blake Jones reports .


— About 12,000 postdoctoral scholars and academic researchers officially
ratified their new contract Friday, after reaching a tentative agreement with
university negotiators that included raises and increased family leave.


— The ratification vote sends most of the full-time employees who were
striking back to work, but 36,000 part-time graduate student researchers and
academic student employees — teachers’ assistants and graders among them —
remain on the picket line as professors conduct final exams across the 10-
campus system.
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— The UC administration and the United Auto Workers who remain on
strike have narrowed the gap between their proposals but are still thousands of
dollars apart on wages. The university’s most recent offer would provide gradual
raises resulting in academic student employees making a minimum of $29,000
and graduate student researchers earning a minimum of $33,500 by the fall of
2024. UAW negotiators propose a minimum of $43,020 for both groups.


— UAW negotiators agreed Friday to the university’s requests for private
mediation after rebuffing at least six such requests for third-party involvement
from UC officials over the last month.


POLITICO APP USERS: UPGRADE YOUR APP BY DECEMBER 19! We
recently upgraded the POLITICO app with a fresh look and improved features
for easier access to POLITICO's scoops and groundbreaking reporting. Starting
December 19, users will no longer have access to the previous version of the app.
Update your app today to stay on top of essential political news, insights, and
analysis from the best journalists in the business. UPDATE iOS APP – UPDATE
ANDROID APP .


I N  T H E  C O U R T S


SCHOOL CHOICE SUIT — The head of New Hampshire’s branch of the
American Federation of Teachers is suing to block the state’s private school
voucher program. The lawsuit , filed in state court last week, seeks an injunction
blocking the use of state lottery and Education Trust Fund dollars to fund the
Education Freedom Account program.


— “Any scheme to divert public funds into a voucher program without fully
funding public schools first is an insult to the students, teachers and families of
New Hampshire, not to mention a violation of the law,” AFT President Randi
Weingarten said in a statement.


— But state Senate President Jeb Bradley accused the union of trying to
block a successful program that’s helping low-income students “get the best
education possible,” The Associated Press reports .
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— The number of program participants roughly doubled this fall with 3,025
New Hampshire students qualifying for grants totaling nearly $14.7 million this
school year, according to state officials. The New Hampshire program is open to
any private school, including religious schools.


A message from Go Guardian:


With school-issued devices being an essential part of students’ learning, it’s
clear that keeping students safe online is a top priority for parents and
educators. Recent polling from Morning Consult revealed overwhelming
support from these groups for edtech designed to:


• Safeguard student mental health: 80% of parents believe that unrestricted
access to the internet can be harmful to student mental health. 
• Protect students from harmful content online: 71% of parents have
concerns about their child accessing harmful content on a school-issued device.
• Keep students on task while learning online: 93% of parents believe the
internet is a useful learning tool that schools should use to enhance learning.


Parents and educators believe in the value of using the internet as a learning
tool, but at the same time agree protections are necessary to keep students safer
online. GoGuardian provides thoughtful safety and productivity solutions to
meet this demand. Learn more.


S Y L L A B U S


— Before and after Sandy Hook: 40 years of elementary school shooting
survivors: The Washington Post


— Transgender Americans feel under siege as political vitriol rises: The New
York Times


— The research is in: Facebook mom groups really do stress women out: The
Wall Street Journal


— CDC endorses updated Covid-19 shots for Omicron for all children:
POLITICO Pro
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— In five years, Dante McFallo went from White House honoree to dying in a
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From: Chappelear, Trinity
To: Curran, Dan; White, Glen; Goins, Anthony; Fulton, Tony
Subject: Updated Amendment to LB720 - REQ04455
Date: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 12:40:22 PM
Attachments: REQ04455.pdf


FYI – updated draft.


 
Tyler,
 
Your amendment is attached.  I had the following comments on this one:
 
(1) In subdivision (1)(g) of section 29, I changed the word "company" to "taxpayer" in two
spots. (You hadn't marked this, but I noticed it when I read through this section again.)  We
use "taxpayer" everywhere else, so I thought it would be good to stay consistent.


(2) Due to the elimination of section 84-612, there is no longer a need to have a split operative
date section.  The singular operative date for the whole bill will now be 1/1/2021.  In addition,
there is no longer a need for the emergency clause, so I've eliminated it.


Please let me know if you have questions or need changes.  Thank you.
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AMENDMENTS TO LB720



(Amendments to E & R amendments, ER136)



 



Introduced by



1. Strike the original sections and all amendments thereto and1



insert the following new sections:2



Section 1.  Sections 1 to 44 of this act shall be known and may be3



cited as the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.4



Sec. 2.  The Legislature hereby finds and declares that it is the5



policy of this state to modernize its economic development platform in6



order to (1) encourage new businesses to relocate to Nebraska, (2)7



encourage existing businesses to remain and grow in Nebraska, (3)8



encourage the creation and retention of new, high-paying jobs in9



Nebraska, (4) attract and retain investment capital in Nebraska, (5)10



develop the Nebraska workforce, (6) simplify the administration of the11



tax incentive program created in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for both12



businesses and the state, and (7) improve the transparency and13



accountability of such program.14



Sec. 3.  For purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the definitions15



found in sections 4 to 26 of this act shall be used.16



Sec. 4.  Any term shall have the same meaning as used in Chapter 77,17



article 27, except as otherwise defined in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.18



Sec. 5.  Base year means the year immediately preceding the year of19



application.20



Sec. 6.  Base-year employee means any individual who was employed in21



Nebraska and subject to the Nebraska income tax on compensation received22



from the taxpayer or its predecessors during the base year and who is23



employed at the qualified location or locations.24



Sec. 7.  Carryover period means the period of three years25



immediately following the end of the performance period.26
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Sec. 8.  Compensation means the sum of wages and an employer's1



payment of health insurance costs for the employee and the employee's2



family.3



Sec. 9.  Director means the Director of Economic Development.4



Sec. 10.  Equivalent employees means the number of employees5



computed by dividing the total hours paid in a year by the product of6



forty times the number of weeks in a year. A salaried employee who7



receives a predetermined amount of compensation each pay period on a8



weekly or less frequent basis is deemed to have been paid for forty hours9



per week during the pay period.10



Sec. 11.  Investment means the value of qualified property11



incorporated into or used at the qualified location or locations. For12



qualified property owned by the taxpayer, the value shall be the original13



cost of the property. For qualified property rented by the taxpayer, the14



average net annual rent shall be multiplied by the number of years of the15



lease for which the taxpayer was originally bound, not to exceed ten16



years. The rental of land included in and incidental to the leasing of a17



building shall not be excluded from the computation. For purposes of this18



section, original cost means the amount required to be capitalized for19



depreciation, amortization, or other recovery under the Internal Revenue20



Code of 1986, as amended. Any amount, including the labor of the21



taxpayer, that is capitalized as a part of the cost of the qualified22



property or that is written off under section 179 of the Internal Revenue23



Code of 1986, as amended, shall be considered part of the original cost.24



Sec. 12.  Motor vehicle means any motor vehicle, trailer, or25



semitrailer as defined in the Motor Vehicle Registration Act and subject26



to registration for operation on the highways.27



Sec. 13.  NAICS means the North American Industry Classification28



System established by the United States Department of Commerce and29



applied to classify the locations owned or leased by the taxpayer,30



including the specific NAICS codes and code definitions in effect on31
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January 1, 2020.1



Sec. 14.  Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for any year2



means the most recent ninety-county median hourly wage paid by all3



employers in all counties in Nebraska other than Douglas, Lancaster, and4



Sarpy, as calculated by the Office of Labor Market Information of the5



Department of Labor using annual data from the Quarterly Census of6



Employment and Wages by October 1 of the year prior to application.7



Hourly wages shall be calculated by dividing the reported median annual8



weekly wage by forty.9



Sec. 15.  Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for any year means10



the most recent statewide median hourly wage paid by all employers in all11



counties in Nebraska as calculated by the Office of Labor Market12



Information of the Department of Labor using annual data from the13



Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by October 1 of the year prior14



to application. Hourly wages shall be calculated by dividing the reported15



median annual weekly wage by forty.16



Sec. 16.  (1) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions17



(1)(b), (4)(d), (5)(c), and (8)(b)(iii) of section 32 of this act, means18



the lesser of:19



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the20



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the21



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or22



(b) The sum of:23



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the24



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year25



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of26



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least27



one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage28



for the year of application; and29



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-30



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed31
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full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after1



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet2



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and3



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least one hundred fifty4



percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of5



application.6



(2) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions (4)(a) and7



(5)(a) of section 32 of this act, means the lesser of:8



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the9



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the10



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or11



(b) The sum of:12



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the13



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year14



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of15



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least16



the Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of17



application; and18



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-19



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed20



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after21



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet22



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and23



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least the Nebraska24



ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of application.25



(3) Number of new employees, for all other purposes, except as26



otherwise provided in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, means the lesser of:27



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the28



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the29



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or30



(b) The sum of:31
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(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the1



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year2



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of3



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least4



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application;5



and6



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-7



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed8



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after9



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet10



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and11



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least the Nebraska12



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.13



(4) For employees who work both at a qualified location and also14



perform services for the taxpayer at other nonqualified locations, they15



will be included in determining the number of new employees if more than16



fifty percent of the time for which they are compensated is spent at the17



qualified location. For any year other than the base year, employees who18



work at the qualified location fifty percent or less of the time for19



which they are compensated are not considered employed at the qualified20



location.21



(5) An employee meets the health coverage requirement if the22



taxpayer offers to that employee, for that year, the opportunity to23



enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored24



plan, as those terms are defined and described in section 5000A of the25



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such26



section.27



(6) For purposes of this section, employed full-time means that the28



employee is a full-time employee as defined and described in section29



4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the30



regulations for such section.31
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Sec. 17.  Performance period means the year during which the1



required increases in employment and investment were met or exceeded and2



each year thereafter until the end of the sixth year after the year the3



required increases were met or exceeded.4



Sec. 18.  (1) Qualified location means a location at which the5



majority of the business activities conducted are within one or more of6



the following NAICS codes or the following descriptions:7



(a) Manufacturing – 31, 32, or 33;8



(b) Testing Laboratories – 541380;9



(c) Rail Transportation – 482;10



(d) Truck Transportation – 484;11



(e) Insurance Carriers – 5241;12



(f) Wired Telecommunications Carriers – 517311;13



(g) Wireless Telecommunications Carriers (except Satellite) –14



517312;15



(h) Telemarketing Bureaus and Other Contact Centers – 561422;16



(i) Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services – 518210;17



(j) Computer Facilities Management Services – 541513;18



(k) Warehousing and Storage – 4931;19



(l) The administrative management of the taxpayer's activities,20



including headquarter facilities relating to such activities, or the21



administrative management of any of the activities of any business entity22



or entities in which the taxpayer or a group of its owners hold any23



direct or indirect ownership interest of at least ten percent, including24



headquarter facilities relating to such activities;25



(m) Logistics Facilities – Portions of NAICS 488210, 488310, and26



488490 dealing with independently operated trucking terminals,27



independently operated railroad and railway terminals, and waterfront28



terminal and port facility operations;29



(n) The conducting of research, development, or testing, or any30



combination thereof, for scientific, agricultural, animal husbandry, food31
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product, industrial, or technology purposes;1



(o) The production of electricity by using one or more sources of2



renewable energy to produce electricity for sale. For purposes of this3



subdivision, sources of renewable energy includes, but is not limited to,4



wind, solar, energy storage, geothermal, hydroelectric, biomass, and5



transmutation of elements;6



(p) Computer Systems Design and Related Services – 5415; or7



(q) The performance of financial services. For purposes of this8



subdivision, financial services includes only financial services provided9



by any financial institution subject to tax under Chapter 77, article 38,10



or any person or entity licensed by the Department of Banking and Finance11



or the federal Securities and Exchange Commission.12



(2)(a) Qualified location also includes any other business location13



if at least seventy-five percent of the revenue derived at the location14



is from sales to customers who are not related persons which are15



delivered or provided from the qualified location to a location that is16



not within Nebraska according to the sourcing rules in subsections (2)17



and (3) of section 77-2734.14. Intermediate sales to related persons are18



included as sales to customers delivered or provided to a location19



outside Nebraska if the related person delivers or provides the goods or20



services to a location outside Nebraska. Even if a location meets the21



seventy-five percent requirement of this subdivision, such location shall22



not constitute a qualified location under this subdivision if the23



majority of the business activities conducted at such location are within24



any of the following NAICS codes or any combination thereof:25



(i) Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting – 11;26



(ii) Transportation and Warehousing – 48-49;27



(iii) Information – 51;28



(iv) Utilities – 22;29



(v) Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction – 21;30



(vi) Public Administration – 92; or31
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(vii) Construction – 23.1



(b) The director may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations2



establishing an alternative method in circumstances in which subdivision3



(2)(a) of this section does not accurately reflect the out-of-state sales4



taking place at locations within Nebraska for a particular industry.5



(3) The determination of the majority of the business activities6



shall be made based on the number of employees working in the respective7



business activities. The director may adopt and promulgate rules and8



regulations establishing an alternative method in circumstances in which9



other factors provide a better reflection of business activities.10



(4) The delineation of the types of business activities which enable11



a location to constitute a qualified location is based on the state's12



intention to attract certain types of business activities and to13



responsibly accomplish the purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act by14



directing the state's incentive capabilities towards business activities15



which, due to their national nature, could locate outside of Nebraska and16



which therefore would, through the use of incentives, be motivated to17



locate in Nebraska. By listing specific types of business activities in18



subsection (1) of this section, the state has determined such business19



activities by their nature meet these objectives. By specifying the20



national nature of a taxpayer's revenue in subsection (2) of this21



section, the state has determined that certain other types of business22



activities can meet these objectives.23



Sec. 19.  Qualified employee leasing company means a company which24



places all employees of a client-lessee on its payroll and leases such25



employees to the client-lessee on an ongoing basis for a fee and, by26



written agreement between the employee leasing company and a client-27



lessee, grants to the client-lessee input into the hiring and firing of28



the employees leased to the client-lessee.29



Sec. 20.  Qualified property means any tangible property of a type30



subject to depreciation, amortization, or other recovery under the31
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Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or the components of such1



property, that will be located and used at the project. Qualified2



property does not include (1) aircraft, barges, motor vehicles, railroad3



rolling stock, or watercraft or (2) property that is rented by the4



taxpayer qualifying under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act to another person.5



Qualified property of the taxpayer located at the residence of an6



employee working in Nebraska from his or her residence on tasks7



interdependent with the work performed at the project shall be deemed8



located and used at the project.9



Sec. 21.  Ramp-up period means the period of time from the date of10



the complete application through the end of the fourth year after the11



year in which the complete application was filed with the director.12



Sec. 22.  Related persons means any corporations, partnerships,13



limited liability companies, or joint ventures which are or would14



otherwise be members of the same unitary group, if incorporated, or any15



persons who are considered to be related persons under either section16



267(b) and (c) or section 707(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as17



amended.18



Sec. 23.  Taxpayer means any person subject to sales and use taxes19



under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and subject to withholding under20



section 77-2753 and any entity that is or would otherwise be a member of21



the same unitary group, if incorporated, that is subject to such sales22



and use taxes and such withholding. Taxpayer does not include a political23



subdivision or an organization that is exempt from income taxes under24



section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. For25



purposes of this section, political subdivision includes any public26



corporation created for the benefit of a political subdivision and any27



group of political subdivisions forming a joint public agency, organized28



by interlocal agreement, or utilizing any other method of joint action.29



Sec. 24.  Wages means the gross amount of pay, not to exceed one30



million dollars per year for any employee, that an employer provides to31
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an employee as remuneration, without considering any deductions from that1



pay or the value of benefits, as described in subdivision (1)(j) of2



section 29 of this act, paid by an employer.3



Sec. 25.  Year means calendar year.4



Sec. 26.  Year of application means the year that a completed5



application is filed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



Sec. 27.  An employee of a qualified employee leasing company shall7



be considered to be an employee of the client-lessee for purposes of the8



ImagiNE Nebraska Act if the employee performs services for the client-9



lessee. A qualified employee leasing company shall provide the Department10



of Revenue with access to the records of employees leased to the client-11



lessee.12



Sec. 28.  (1) In order to utilize the incentives allowed in the13



ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the taxpayer shall file an application with the14



director, on a form developed by the director, requesting an agreement.15



(2) The application shall:16



(a) Identify the taxpayer applying for incentives;17



(b) Identify all locations sought to be within the agreement and the18



reason each such location constitutes or is expected to constitute a19



qualified location;20



(c) State the estimated, projected amount of new investment and the21



estimated, projected number of new employees;22



(d) Identify the required levels of employment and investment for23



the various incentives listed within section 32 of this act that will24



govern the agreement. The taxpayer may identify different levels of25



employment and investment until the first December 31 following the end26



of the ramp-up period on a form approved by the director. The identified27



levels of employment and investment will govern all years covered under28



the agreement;29



(e) Identify whether the agreement is for a single qualified30



location, all qualified locations within a county, all qualified31
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locations in more than one county, or all qualified locations within the1



state;2



(f) Acknowledge that the taxpayer understands the requirements for3



offering health coverage, and for reporting the value of such coverage,4



as specified in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act;5



(g) Acknowledge that the taxpayer does not violate any state or6



federal law against discrimination;7



(h) Acknowledge that the taxpayer understands the requirements for8



providing a sufficient package of benefits to its employees as specified9



in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and10



(i) Contain a nonrefundable application fee of five thousand11



dollars. The fee shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for credit to12



the Nebraska Incentives Fund.13



(3) An application must be complete to establish the date of the14



application. An application shall be considered complete once it contains15



the items listed in subsection (2) of this section.16



(4) Once satisfied that the application is consistent with the17



purposes stated in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for one or more qualified18



locations within this state, the director shall approve the application.19



(5) The director shall make his or her determination to approve or20



not approve an application within ninety days after the date of the21



application. If the director requests, by mail or by electronic means,22



additional information or clarification from the taxpayer in order to23



make his or her determination, such ninety-day period shall be tolled24



from the time the director makes the request to the time he or she25



receives the requested information or clarification from the taxpayer.26



The taxpayer and the director may also agree to extend the ninety-day27



period. If the director fails to make his or her determination within the28



prescribed ninety-day period, the application is deemed approved.29



(6) There shall be no new applications for incentives filed under30



this section after December 31, 2030. All complete applications filed on31
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or before December 31, 2030, shall be considered by the director and1



approved if the location or locations and taxpayer qualify for benefits.2



Agreements may be executed with regard to complete applications filed on3



or before December 31, 2030. All agreements pending, approved, or entered4



into before such date shall continue in full force and effect.5



Sec. 29.  (1) Within ninety days after approval of the application,6



the director shall prepare and deliver a written agreement to the7



taxpayer for the taxpayer's signature. The taxpayer and the director8



shall enter into such written agreement. Under the agreement, the9



taxpayer shall agree to increase employment or investment at the10



qualified location or locations, report compensation, wage, and hour data11



at the qualified location or locations to the Department of Revenue12



annually, and report all qualified property at the qualified location or13



locations to the Department of Revenue annually. The director, on behalf14



of the State of Nebraska, shall agree to allow the taxpayer to use the15



incentives contained in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The application, and16



all supporting documentation, to the extent approved, shall be considered17



a part of the agreement. The agreement shall state:18



(a) The qualified location or locations. If a location or locations19



are to be qualified under subsection (2) of section 18 of this act, the20



agreement must include a commitment by the taxpayer that the seventy-five21



percent requirement of such subsection will be met;22



(b) The type of documentation the taxpayer will need to supply to23



support its claim for incentives under the act;24



(c) The date the application was complete;25



(d) The E-verify number or numbers for the qualified location or26



locations provided by the United States Citizenship and Immigration27



Services;28



(e) A requirement that the taxpayer provide any information needed29



by the director or the Tax Commissioner to perform their respective30



responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, in the manner specified31
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by the director or Tax Commissioner;1



(f) A requirement that the taxpayer provide an annually updated2



timetable showing the expected sales and use tax refunds and what year3



they are expected to be claimed, in the manner specified by the Tax4



Commissioner. The timetable shall include both direct refunds due to5



investment and credits taken as sales and use tax refunds as accurately6



as reasonably possible;7



(g) A requirement that the taxpayer update the Tax Commissioner8



annually, with its income tax return or in the manner specified by the9



Tax Commissioner, on any changes in plans or circumstances which it10



reasonably expects will affect the level of new investment and number of11



new employees at the qualified location or locations. If the taxpayer12



fails to comply with this requirement, the Tax Commissioner may defer any13



pending incentive utilization until the taxpayer does comply;14



(h) A requirement that the taxpayer provide information regarding15



the value of health coverage provided to employees during the year who16



are not base-year employees and who are paid the required compensation as17



needed by the director or the Tax Commissioner to perform their18



respective responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, in the manner19



specified by the director or Tax Commissioner;20



(i) A requirement that the taxpayer not violate any state or federal21



law against discrimination; and22



(j) A requirement that the taxpayer offer a sufficient package of23



benefits to the employees employed full-time at the qualified location or24



locations during the year who are not base-year employees and who are25



paid the required compensation. If a taxpayer does not offer a sufficient26



package of benefits to any such employee for any year during the27



performance period, that employee shall not count toward the number of28



new employees for such year. For purposes of this subdivision, benefits29



means nonwage remuneration offered to an employee, including medical and30



dental insurance plans, pension, retirement, and profit-sharing plans,31
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child care services, life insurance coverage, vision insurance coverage,1



disability insurance coverage, and any other nonwage remuneration as2



determined by the director. The director may adopt and promulgate rules3



and regulations to specify what constitutes a sufficient package of4



benefits. In determining what constitutes a sufficient package of5



benefits, the director shall consider (i) benefit packages customarily6



offered in Nebraska by private employers to full-time employees, (ii) the7



impact of the cost of such benefits on the ability to attract new8



employment and investment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, and (iii) the9



costs that employees must bear to obtain benefits not offered by an10



employer.11



(2) The application, the agreement, all supporting information, and12



all other information reported to the director or the Tax Commissioner13



shall be kept confidential by the director and the Tax Commissioner,14



except for the name of the taxpayer, the qualified location or locations15



in the agreement, the estimated amounts of increased employment and16



investment stated in the application, the date of complete application,17



the date the agreement was signed, and the information required to be18



reported by section 38 of this act. The application, the agreement, and19



all supporting information shall be provided by the director to the20



Department of Revenue. The director shall disclose, to any municipalities21



in which project locations exist, the approval of an application and the22



execution of an agreement under this section. The Tax Commissioner shall23



also notify each municipality of the amount and taxpayer identity for24



each refund of local option sales and use taxes of the municipality25



within thirty days after the refund is allowed or approved. Disclosures26



shall be kept confidential by the municipality unless publicly disclosed27



previously by the taxpayer or by the State of Nebraska.28



(3) An agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall have a29



duration of no more than fifteen years. A taxpayer with an existing30



agreement may apply for and receive a new agreement for any qualified31
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location or locations that are not part of an existing agreement under1



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, but cannot apply for a new agreement for a2



qualified location designated in an existing agreement until after the3



end of the performance period for the existing agreement.4



(4) The incentives contained in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be in5



lieu of the tax credits allowed by the Nebraska Advantage Rural6



Development Act for any project. In computing credits under the Nebraska7



Advantage Rural Development Act, any investment or employment which is8



eligible for benefits or used in determining benefits under the ImagiNE9



Nebraska Act shall be subtracted from the increases computed for10



determining the credits under section 77-27,188. New investment or11



employment at a project location that results in the meeting or12



maintenance of the employment or investment requirements, the creation of13



credits, or refunds of taxes under the Nebraska Advantage Act shall not14



be considered new investment or employment for purposes of the ImagiNE15



Nebraska Act. The use of carryover credits under the Nebraska Advantage16



Act, the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Invest Nebraska Act,17



the Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act, or the Quality Jobs Act18



shall not preclude investment and employment from being considered new19



investment or employment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The use of20



property tax exemptions at the project under the Employment and21



Investment Growth Act or the Nebraska Advantage Act does not preclude22



investment not eligible for such property tax exemptions from being23



considered new investment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.24



Sec. 30.  (1) The taxpayer may request the director to review and25



certify that the location or locations designated in the application are26



qualified locations under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The taxpayer shall27



describe in detail the activities taking place at the location or28



locations or the activities that will be taking place at the location or29



locations. The director shall make the determination based on the30



information provided by the taxpayer. The director must complete the31
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review within ninety days after the request. If the director requests, by1



mail or by electronic means, additional information or clarification from2



the taxpayer in order to make his or her determination, the ninety-day3



period shall be tolled from the time the director makes the request to4



the time he or she receives the requested information or clarification5



from the taxpayer. The taxpayer and the director may also agree to extend6



the ninety-day period. If the director fails to make his or her7



determination within the prescribed ninety-day period, the certification8



is deemed approved for the disclosed activities.9



(2) The taxpayer may request the Tax Commissioner to review and10



certify that the base year employment, compensation, and wage levels are11



as reported by the taxpayer pursuant to subsection (1) of section 29 of12



this act. Upon a request for such review, the Tax Commissioner shall be13



given access to the employment and business records of the proposed14



location or locations, and must complete the review within one hundred15



eighty days after the request. If the Tax Commissioner requests, by mail16



or by electronic means, additional information or clarification from the17



taxpayer in order to make his or her determination, the one-hundred-18



eighty-day period shall be tolled from the time the Tax Commissioner19



makes the request to the time he or she receives the requested20



information or clarification from the taxpayer. The taxpayer and the Tax21



Commissioner may also agree to extend the one-hundred-eighty-day period.22



If the Tax Commissioner fails to make his or her determination within the23



prescribed one-hundred-eighty-day period, the certification is deemed24



approved.25



(3) Upon review, the director may approve, reject, or amend the26



qualified locations sought in the application contingent upon the27



accuracy of the information or plans disclosed by the taxpayer that28



describe the expected activity at the qualified location or locations.29



Upon review, the Tax Commissioner may also approve or amend the base year30



employment, compensation, or wage levels reported pursuant to subsection31
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(1) of section 29 of this act based upon the payroll information and1



other financial records provided by the taxpayer. Once the director or2



Tax Commissioner certifies the qualified location or locations and the3



employment, compensation, and wage levels at the qualified location or4



locations, the certification is binding on the Department of Revenue when5



the taxpayer claims benefits on a return to the extent the activities6



performed at the location or locations are as described in the7



application, the information and plans provided by the taxpayer were8



accurate, and the base year information is not affected by transfers of9



employees from another location in Nebraska, the acquisition of a10



business, or moving businesses or entities to or from the qualified11



location or locations.12



(4) If the taxpayer does not request review and certification of13



whether the designated location or locations are qualified, or the base14



year employment, compensation, and wage levels, those items are subject15



to later audit by the Department of Revenue.16



Sec. 31.  The following transactions or activities shall not create17



any credits or allow any benefits under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act except18



as specifically allowed by this section:19



(1) The acquisition of a business after the date of application20



which is continued by the taxpayer as a part of the agreement and which21



was operated in this state during the three hundred sixty-six days prior22



to the date of acquisition. All employees of the entities added to the23



taxpayer by the acquisition during the three hundred sixty-six days prior24



to the date of acquisition shall be considered employees during the base25



year. Any investment prior to the date of acquisition made by the26



entities added to the taxpayer by the acquisition or any investment in27



the acquisition of such business shall be considered as being made before28



the date of application;29



(2) The moving of a business from one location to another, which30



business was operated in this state during the three hundred sixty-six31
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days prior to the date of application. All employees of the business1



during such three hundred sixty-six days shall be considered base-year2



employees;3



(3) The purchase or lease of any property which was previously owned4



by the taxpayer or a related person. The first purchase by either the5



taxpayer or a related person shall be treated as investment if the item6



was first placed in service in the state after the date of the7



application;8



(4) The renegotiation of any lease in existence on the date of9



application which does not materially change any of the terms of the10



lease, other than the expiration date, shall be presumed to be a11



transaction entered into for the purpose of generating benefits under the12



act and shall not be allowed in the computation of any benefit or the13



meeting of any required levels under the agreement;14



(5) Any purchase or lease of property from a related person, except15



that the taxpayer will be allowed any benefits under the act to which the16



related person would have been entitled on the purchase or lease of the17



property if the related person was considered the taxpayer;18



(6) Any transaction entered into primarily for the purpose of19



receiving benefits under the act which is without a business purpose and20



does not result in increased economic activity in the state; and21



(7) Any activity that results in benefits under the Ethanol22



Development Act.23



Sec. 32.  (1) A taxpayer shall be entitled to the sales and use tax24



incentives contained in subsection (2) of this section if the taxpayer:25



(a) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at26



least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new employees at the27



qualified location or locations before the end of the ramp-up period;28



(b) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at29



least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least two hundred30



fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations before the end31
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of the ramp-up period; or1



(c) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at2



least fifty million dollars at the qualified location or locations before3



the end of the ramp-up period. To receive incentives under this4



subdivision, the taxpayer must meet the following conditions:5



(i) The average compensation of the taxpayer's employees at the6



qualified location or locations for each year of the performance period7



must equal at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide8



median hourly wage for the year of application; and9



(ii) The taxpayer must offer to its employees who constitute full-10



time employees as defined and described in section 4980H of the Internal11



Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such section,12



at the qualified location or locations for each year of the performance13



period, the opportunity to enroll in minimum essential coverage under an14



eligible employer-sponsored plan, as those terms are defined and15



described in section 5000A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as16



amended, and the regulations for such section.17



(2) A taxpayer meeting the requirements of subsection (1) of this18



section shall be entitled to the following sales and use tax incentives:19



(a) A refund of all sales and use taxes paid under the Local Option20



Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the Qualified Judgment21



Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 from the date of22



the complete application through the meeting of the required levels of23



employment and investment for all purchases, including rentals, of:24



(i) Qualified property used at the qualified location or locations;25



(ii) Property, excluding motor vehicles, based in this state and26



used in both this state and another state in connection with the27



qualified location or locations except when any such property is to be28



used for fundraising for or for the transportation of an elected29



official;30



(iii) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-19-











after appointment as a purchasing agent of the owner of the improvement1



to real estate when such property is incorporated into real estate at the2



qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on fifty3



percent of the contract price, excluding any land, as the cost of4



materials subject to the sales and use tax;5



(iv) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson6



after appointment as a purchasing agent of the taxpayer when such7



property is annexed to, but not incorporated into, real estate at the8



qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on the cost of9



materials subject to the sales and use tax that were annexed to real10



estate; and11



(v) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson after12



appointment as a purchasing agent of the taxpayer when such property is13



both (A) incorporated into real estate at the qualified location or14



locations and (B) annexed to, but not incorporated into, real estate at15



the qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on fifty16



percent of the contract price, excluding any land, as the cost of17



materials subject to the sales and use tax; and18



(b) An exemption from all sales and use taxes under the Local Option19



Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the Qualified Judgment20



Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 on the types of21



purchases, including rentals, listed in subdivision (a) of this22



subsection for such purchases, including rentals, occurring during each23



year of the performance period in which the taxpayer is at or above the24



required levels of employment and investment, except that the exemption25



shall be for the actual materials purchased with respect to subdivisions26



(2)(a)(iii), (iv), and (v) of this section. The Tax Commissioner shall27



issue such rules, regulations, certificates, and forms as are appropriate28



to implement the efficient use of this exemption.29



(3)(a) Upon execution of the agreement, the taxpayer shall be issued30



a direct payment permit under section 77-2705.01, notwithstanding the31
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three million dollars in purchases limitation in subsection (1) of1



section 77-2705.01, for each qualified location specified in the2



agreement, unless the taxpayer has opted out of this requirement in the3



agreement. For any taxpayer who is issued a direct payment permit, until4



such taxpayer makes the investment in qualified property and hires the5



new employees at the qualified location or locations as specified in6



subsection (1) of this section, the taxpayer must pay and remit any7



applicable sales and use taxes as required by the Tax Commissioner.8



(b) If the taxpayer makes the investment in qualified property and9



hires the new employees at the qualified location or locations as10



specified in subsection (1) of this section, the taxpayer shall receive11



the sales tax refunds described in subdivision (2)(a) of this section.12



For any year in which the taxpayer is not at the required levels of13



employment and investment, the taxpayer shall report all sales and use14



taxes owed for the period on the taxpayer's income tax return for the15



year.16



(4) The taxpayer shall be entitled to one of the following credits17



for payment of wages to new employees:18



(a) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified19



property of at least one million dollars and hires at least five new20



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the21



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to four22



percent times the average wage of new employees times the number of new23



employees if the average wage of the new employees equals at least the24



Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of application.25



Wages in excess of one million dollars paid to any one employee during26



the year shall be excluded from the calculations under this subdivision;27



(b) If a taxpayer hires at least twenty new employees at the28



qualified location or locations before the end of the ramp-up period, the29



taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to five percent times the30



average wage of new employees times the number of new employees if the31
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average wage of the new employees equals at least one hundred percent of1



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.2



The credit shall equal seven percent times the average wage of new3



employees times the number of new employees if the average wage of the4



new employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska5



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit6



shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new employees times7



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees8



equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the Nebraska9



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit10



shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees times11



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees12



equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median13



hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one million14



dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be excluded from15



the calculations under this subdivision;16



(c) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified17



property of at least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new18



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the19



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to five20



percent times the average wage of new employees times the number of new21



employees if the average wage of the new employees equals at least one22



hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year23



of application. The credit shall equal seven percent times the average24



wage of new employees times the number of new employees if the average25



wage of the new employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of26



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.27



The credit shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new28



employees times the number of new employees if the average wage of the29



new employees equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the30



Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The31
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credit shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees1



times the number of new employees if the average wage of the new2



employees equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide3



median hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one4



million dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be5



excluded from the calculations under this subdivision; or6



(d) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified7



property of at least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least8



two hundred fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations9



before the end of the ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a10



credit equal to seven percent times the average wage of new employees11



times the number of new employees if the average wage of the new12



employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska13



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit14



shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new employees times15



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees16



equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the Nebraska17



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit18



shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees times19



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees20



equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median21



hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one million22



dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be excluded from23



the calculations under this subdivision.24



(5) The taxpayer shall be entitled to one of the following credits25



for new investment:26



(a) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified27



property of at least one million dollars and hires at least five new28



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the29



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to four30



percent of the investment made in qualified property at the qualified31
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location or locations;1



(b) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified2



property of at least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new3



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the4



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to seven5



percent of the investment made in qualified property at the qualified6



location or locations; or7



(c) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified8



property of at least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least9



two hundred fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations10



before the end of the ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a11



credit equal to seven percent of the investment made in qualified12



property at the qualified location or locations.13



(6)(a) The credit percentages prescribed in subsections (4) and (5)14



of this section shall be increased by one percentage point for wages paid15



and investments made at qualified locations in an extremely blighted16



area. For purposes of this subdivision, extremely blighted area means an17



area which, before the end of the ramp-up period, has been declared an18



extremely blighted area under section 18-2101.02.19



(b) The credit percentages prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of20



this section shall be increased by one percentage point if the taxpayer:21



(i) Is a benefit corporation as defined in section 21-403 and has22



been such a corporation for at least one year prior to submitting an23



application under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and24



(ii) Remains a benefit corporation as defined in section 21-403 for25



the duration of the taxpayer's agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.26



(c) A taxpayer may, if qualified, receive one or both of the27



increases provided in this subsection.28



(7)(a) The credits prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of this29



section shall be allowable for wages paid and investments made during30



each year of the performance period that the taxpayer is at or above the31
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required levels of employment and investment.1



(b) The credits prescribed in subsection (5) of this section shall2



also be allowable during the first year of the performance period for3



investment in qualified property at the qualified location or locations4



after the date of the complete application and before the beginning of5



the performance period.6



(8)(a) Property described in subdivision (8)(c) of this section used7



at the qualified location or locations, whether purchased or leased, and8



placed in service by the taxpayer after the date of the complete9



application, shall constitute separate classes of property and are10



eligible for exemption under the conditions and for the time periods11



provided in subdivision (8)(b) of this section.12



(b) A taxpayer shall receive the exemption of property in13



subdivision (8)(c) of this section if the taxpayer attains one of the14



following employment and investment levels: (i) Cumulative investment in15



qualified property of at least five million dollars and the hiring of at16



least thirty new employees at the qualified location or locations before17



the end of the ramp-up period; (ii) cumulative investment in qualified18



property of at least fifty million dollars at the qualified location or19



locations before the end of the ramp-up period, provided the average20



compensation of the taxpayer's employees at the qualified location or21



locations for the year in which such investment level was attained equals22



at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide median23



hourly wage for the year of application and the taxpayer offers to its24



employees who constitute full-time employees as defined and described in25



section 4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the26



regulations for such section, at the qualified location or locations for27



the year in which such investment level was attained, the opportunity to28



enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored29



plan, as those terms are defined and described in section 5000A of the30



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such31
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section; or (iii) cumulative investment in qualified property of at least1



two hundred fifty million dollars and the hiring of at least two hundred2



fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations before the end3



of the ramp-up period. Such property shall be eligible for the exemption4



from the first January 1 following the end of the year during which the5



required levels were exceeded through the ninth December 31 after the6



first year property included in subdivision (8)(c) of this section7



qualifies for the exemption, except that for a taxpayer who has filed an8



application under NAICS code 518210 for Data Processing, Hosting, and9



Related Services and who files a separate sequential application for the10



same NAICS code for which the ramp-up period begins with the year11



immediately after the end of the previous project's performance period or12



a taxpayer who has a project qualifying under subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of13



section 77-5725 and who files a separate sequential application for NAICS14



code 518210 for Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services for which15



the ramp-up period begins with the year immediately after the end of the16



previous project's entitlement period, such property described in17



subdivision (8)(c)(i) of this section shall be eligible for the exemption18



from the first January 1 following the placement in service of such19



property through the ninth December 31 after the year the first claim for20



exemption is approved.21



(c) The following personal property used at the qualified location22



or locations, whether purchased or leased, and placed in service by the23



taxpayer after the date of the complete application shall constitute24



separate classes of personal property:25



(i) All personal property that constitutes a data center if the26



taxpayer qualifies under subdivision (8)(b)(i) or (8)(b)(ii) of this27



section;28



(ii) Business equipment that is located at a qualified location or29



locations and that is involved directly in the manufacture or processing30



of agricultural products if the taxpayer qualifies under subdivision (8)31
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(b)(i) or (8)(b)(ii) of this section; or1



(iii) All personal property if the taxpayer qualifies under2



subdivision (8)(b)(iii) of this section.3



(d) In order to receive the property tax exemptions allowed by4



subdivision (8)(c) of this section, the taxpayer shall annually file a5



claim for exemption with the Tax Commissioner on or before May 1. The6



form and supporting schedules shall be prescribed by the Tax Commissioner7



and shall list all property for which exemption is being sought under8



this section. A separate claim for exemption must be filed for each9



agreement and each county in which property is claimed to be exempt. A10



copy of this form must also be filed with the county assessor in each11



county in which the applicant is requesting exemption. The Tax12



Commissioner shall determine whether a taxpayer is eligible to obtain13



exemption for personal property based on the criteria for exemption and14



the eligibility of each item listed for exemption and, on or before15



August 1, certify such determination to the taxpayer and to the affected16



county assessor.17



(9) The taxpayer shall, on or before the receipt or use of any18



incentives under this section, pay to the director a fee of one-half19



percent of such incentives, except for the exemption on personal20



property, for administering the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, except that the fee21



on any sales tax exemption may be paid by the taxpayer with the filing of22



its sales and use tax return. Such fee may be paid by direct payment to23



the director or through withholding of available refunds. A credit shall24



be allowed against such fee for the amount of the fee paid with the25



application. All fees collected under this subsection shall be remitted26



to the State Treasurer for credit to the ImagiNE Nebraska Cash Fund,27



which fund is hereby created. The fund shall consist of fees credited28



under this subsection and any other money appropriated to the fund by the29



Legislature. The fund shall be administered by the Department of Economic30



Development and shall be used for administration of the ImagiNE Nebraska31
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Act. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by1



the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion2



Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.3



Sec. 33.  (1)(a) The credits prescribed in section 32 of this act4



for a year shall be established by filing the forms required by the Tax5



Commissioner with the income tax return for the taxable year which6



includes the end of the year the credits were earned. The credits may be7



used and shall be applied in the order in which they were first allowable8



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. To the extent the taxpayer has credits9



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the Employment and Investment Growth10



Act still available for use in a year or years which overlap the11



performance period or carryover period of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the12



credits may be used and shall be applied in the order in which they were13



first allowable, and when there are credits of the same age, the older14



tax incentive program's credits shall be applied first. The credits may15



be used after any other nonrefundable credits to reduce the taxpayer's16



income tax liability imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135. Credits17



may be used beginning with the taxable year which includes December 31 of18



the year the required minimum levels were reached. The last year for19



which credits may be used is the taxable year which includes December 3120



of the last year of the carryover period. Any decision on how part of the21



credit is applied shall not limit how the remaining credit could be22



applied under this section.23



(b) The taxpayer may use the credit provided in subsection (4) of24



section 32 of this act to reduce the taxpayer's income tax withholding25



employer or payor tax liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757, or to26



reduce a qualified employee leasing company's income tax withholding27



employer or payor tax liability under such sections, when the taxpayer is28



the client-lessee of such company, to the extent such liability is29



attributable to the number of new employees employed at the qualified30



location or locations, excluding any wages in excess of one million31
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dollars paid to any one employee during the year. To the extent of the1



credit used, such withholding shall not constitute public funds or state2



tax revenue and shall not constitute a trust fund or be owned by the3



state. The use by the taxpayer or the qualified employee leasing company4



of the credit shall not change the amount that otherwise would be5



reported by the taxpayer, or such qualified employee leasing company, to6



the employee under section 77-2754 as income tax withheld and shall not7



reduce the amount that otherwise would be allowed by the state as a8



refundable credit on an employee's income tax return as income tax9



withheld under section 77-2755. The amount of credits used against income10



tax withholding shall not exceed the withholding attributable to the11



number of new employees employed at the qualified location or locations,12



excluding any wages in excess of one million dollars paid to any one13



employee during the year. If the amount of credit used by the taxpayer or14



the qualified employee leasing company against income tax withholding15



exceeds such amount, the excess withholding shall be returned to the16



Department of Revenue in the manner provided in section 77-2756, such17



excess amount returned shall be considered unused, and the amount of18



unused credits may be used as otherwise permitted in this section or19



shall carry over to the extent authorized in subdivision (1)(g) of this20



section.21



(c) Credits may be used to obtain a refund of sales and use taxes22



under the Local Option Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the23



Qualified Judgment Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-281324



which are not subject to direct refund under section 32 of this act that25



are paid on purchases, including rentals, for use at a qualified26



location.27



(d) The credits provided in subsections (4) and (5) of section 32 of28



this act may be used to repay a loan for job training or infrastructure29



development as provided in section 42 of this act.30



(e) Credits may be used to obtain a payment from the state equal to31
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the amount which the taxpayer demonstrates to the director was paid by1



the taxpayer after the date of the complete application for job training2



and talent recruitment of employees who qualify in the number of new3



employees, to the extent that proceeds from a loan described in section4



42 of this act were not used to make such payments. For purposes of this5



subdivision:6



(i) Job training means training for a prospective or new employee7



that is provided after the date of the complete application by a Nebraska8



nonprofit college or university, a Nebraska public or private secondary9



school, a Nebraska educational service unit, or a company that is not a10



member of the taxpayer's unitary group or a related person to the11



taxpayer; and12



(ii) Talent recruitment means talent recruitment activities that13



result in a newly recruited employee who is hired by the taxpayer after14



the date of the complete application and who is paid compensation during15



the year of hire at a rate equal to at least one hundred percent of the16



Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application,17



including marketing, relocation expenses, and search firm fees. Talent18



recruitment payments that may be reimbursed include, without limitation,19



payment by the taxpayer, without repayment by the employee, of an20



employee's student loans, an employee's tuition, and an employee's down21



payment on a primary residence in Nebraska. Talent recruitment payments22



that may be reimbursed shall not include payments for the recruitment of23



a person who constitutes a related person to the taxpayer when the24



taxpayer is an individual or recruitment of a person who constitutes a25



related person to an owner of the taxpayer when the taxpayer is a26



partnership, a limited liability company, or a subchapter S corporation.27



(f) The credits provided in subsections (4) and (5) of section 32 of28



this act may be used to obtain a payment from the state equal to the29



amount which the taxpayer demonstrates to the director was paid by the30



taxpayer for child care utilized by employees at the qualified location31
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or locations during the performance period and the carryover period.1



(g) Credits may be carried over until fully utilized through the end2



of the carryover period.3



(2)(a) No refund claims shall be filed until after the required4



levels of employment and investment have been met.5



(b) Refund claims shall be filed no more than once each quarter for6



refunds under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, except that any claim for a7



refund in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars may be filed at any8



time.9



(c) Refund claims for materials purchased by a purchasing agent10



shall include:11



(i) A copy of the purchasing agent appointment;12



(ii) The contract price; and13



(iii)(A) For refunds under subdivision (2)(a)(iii) or (2)(a)(v) of14



section 32 of this act, a certification by the contractor or repairperson15



of the percentage of the materials incorporated into or annexed to the16



qualified location on which sales and use taxes were paid to Nebraska17



after appointment as purchasing agent; or18



(B) For refunds under subdivision (2)(a)(iv) of section 32 of this19



act, a certification by the contractor or repairperson of the percentage20



of the contract price that represents the cost of materials annexed to21



the qualified location and the percentage of the materials annexed to the22



qualified location on which sales and use taxes were paid to Nebraska23



after appointment as purchasing agent.24



(d) All refund claims shall be filed, processed, and allowed as any25



other claim under section 77-2708, except that the amounts allowed to be26



refunded under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be deemed to be27



overpayments and shall be refunded notwithstanding any limitation in28



subdivision (2)(a) of section 77-2708. The refund may be allowed if the29



claim is filed within three years from the end of the year the required30



levels of employment and investment are met or within the period set31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-31-











forth in section 77-2708. Refunds shall be paid by the Tax Commissioner1



within one hundred eighty days after receipt of the refund claim. Such2



payments shall be subject to later recovery by the Tax Commissioner upon3



audit.4



(e) If a claim for a refund of sales and use taxes under the Local5



Option Revenue Act, the Qualified Judgment Payment Act, or sections6



13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 of more than twenty-five thousand dollars is7



filed by June 15 of a given year, the refund shall be made on or after8



November 15 of the same year. If such a claim is filed on or after June9



16 of a given year, the refund shall not be made until on or after10



November 15 of the following year. The Tax Commissioner shall notify the11



affected city, village, county, or municipal county of the amount of12



refund claims of sales and use taxes under the Local Option Revenue Act,13



the Qualified Judgment Payment Act, or sections 13-319, 13-324, and14



13-2813 that are in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars on or before15



July 1 of the year before the claims will be paid under this section.16



(f) For refunds of sales and use taxes under the Local Option17



Revenue Act, the deductions made by the Tax Commissioner for such refunds18



shall be delayed in accordance with section 77-27,144.19



(g) Interest shall not be allowed on any taxes refunded under the20



ImagiNE Nebraska Act.21



(3) The appointment of purchasing agents shall be recognized for the22



purpose of changing the status of a contractor or repairperson as the23



ultimate consumer of tangible personal property purchased after the date24



of the appointment which is physically incorporated into or annexed at a25



qualified location and becomes the property of the owner of the26



improvement to real estate or the taxpayer. The purchasing agent shall be27



jointly liable for the payment of the sales and use tax on the purchases28



with the owner of the property.29



(4) The determination of whether the application is complete,30



whether a location is a qualified location, and whether to approve the31
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application and sign the agreement shall be made by the director. All1



other interpretations of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be made by the2



Tax Commissioner. The Commissioner of Labor shall provide the director3



with such information as the Department of Labor regularly receives with4



respect to the taxpayer which the director requests from the Commissioner5



of Labor in order to fulfill the director's duties under the act. The6



director shall use such information to achieve efficiency in the7



administration of the act.8



(5) Once the director and the taxpayer have signed the agreement9



under section 29 of this act, the taxpayer, and its owners or members10



where applicable, may report and claim and shall receive all incentives11



allowed by the ImagiNE Nebraska Act without waiting for a determination12



by the director or the Tax Commissioner or other taxing authority that13



the taxpayer has met the required employment and investment levels or14



otherwise qualifies, has qualified, or continues to qualify for such15



incentives, provided that the tax return or claim has been signed by an16



owner, member, manager, or officer of the taxpayer who declares under17



penalties of perjury that he or she has examined the tax return or claim,18



including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of his19



or her knowledge and belief (a) the tax return or claim is correct and20



complete in all material respects, (b) payment of the claim has not been21



previously made by the state to the taxpayer, and (c) with respect to22



sales or use tax refund claims, the taxpayer has not claimed or received23



a refund of such tax from a retailer. The payment or allowance of such a24



claim shall not prevent the director or the Tax Commissioner or other25



taxing authority from recovering such payment, exemption, or allowance,26



within the normal period provided by law, subject to normal appeal rights27



of a taxpayer, if the director or Tax Commissioner or other taxing28



authority determines upon review or audit that the taxpayer did not29



qualify for such incentive or exemption.30



(6) An audit of employment and investment thresholds and incentive31
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amounts shall be made by the Tax Commissioner to the extent and in the1



manner determined by the Tax Commissioner. Upon request by the director2



or the Tax Commissioner, the Commissioner of Labor shall report to the3



director and the Tax Commissioner the employment data regularly reported4



to the Department of Labor relating to number of employees and wages paid5



for each taxpayer. The director and Tax Commissioner, to the extent they6



determine appropriate, shall use such information to achieve efficiency7



in the administration of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The Tax Commissioner8



may recover any refund or part thereof which is erroneously made and any9



credit or part thereof which is erroneously allowed by issuing a10



deficiency determination within three years from the date of refund or11



credit or within the period otherwise allowed for issuing a deficiency12



determination, whichever expires later. The director shall not enter into13



an agreement with any taxpayer unless the taxpayer agrees to14



electronically verify the work eligibility status of all newly hired15



employees employed in Nebraska within ninety days after the date of hire.16



For purposes of calculating any tax incentive under the act, the hours17



worked and compensation paid to an employee who has not been18



electronically verified or who is not eligible to work in Nebraska shall19



be excluded.20



(7) A determination by the director that a location is not a21



qualified location or a determination by the Tax Commissioner that a22



taxpayer has failed to meet or maintain the required levels of employment23



or investment for incentives, exemptions, or recapture, or does not24



otherwise qualify for incentives or exemptions, may be protested by the25



taxpayer to the Tax Commissioner within sixty days after the mailing to26



the taxpayer of the written notice of the proposed determination by the27



director or the Tax Commissioner, as applicable. If the notice of28



proposed determination is not protested in writing by the taxpayer within29



the sixty-day period, the proposed determination is a final30



determination. If the notice is protested, the Tax Commissioner, after a31
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formal hearing by the Tax Commissioner or by an independent hearing1



officer appointed by the Tax Commissioner, if requested by the taxpayer2



in such protest, shall issue a written order resolving such protest. The3



written order of the Tax Commissioner resolving a protest may be appealed4



to the district court of Lancaster County in accordance with the5



Administrative Procedure Act within thirty days after the issuance of the6



order.7



Sec. 34.  (1) If the taxpayer fails to maintain employment and8



investment levels at or above the levels required in the agreement for9



the entire performance period, all or a portion of the incentives set10



forth in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be recaptured or disallowed. For11



purposes of this section, the average compensation and health coverage12



requirements of subdivision (1)(c) of section 32 of this act shall be13



treated as a required level of employment for each year of the14



performance period.15



(2) In the case of a taxpayer who has failed to maintain the16



required levels of employment or investment for the entire performance17



period, any reduction in the personal property tax, any refunds in tax or18



exemptions from tax allowed under section 32 of this act, and any refunds19



or reduction in tax allowed because of the use of a credit allowed under20



section 32 of this act shall be partially recaptured from either the21



taxpayer, the owner of the improvement to real estate, or the qualified22



employee leasing company, and any carryovers of credits shall be23



partially disallowed. The amount of the recapture for each benefit shall24



be a percentage equal to the number of years the taxpayer did not25



maintain the required levels of investment or employment divided by the26



number of years of the performance period multiplied by the refunds,27



exemptions or reductions in tax allowed, reduction in personal property28



tax, credits used, and the remaining carryovers. In addition, the last29



remaining year of personal property tax exemption shall be disallowed for30



each year the taxpayer did not maintain the qualified location or31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-35-











locations at or above the required levels of employment or investment.1



(3) If the taxpayer receives any refunds, exemptions, or reduction2



in tax to which the taxpayer was not entitled or which were in excess of3



the amount to which the taxpayer was entitled, the refund, exemptions, or4



reduction in tax shall be recaptured separate from any other recapture5



otherwise required by this section. Any amount recaptured under this6



subsection shall be excluded from the amounts subject to recapture under7



other subsections of this section.8



(4) Any refunds, exemptions, or reduction in tax due, to the extent9



required to be recaptured, shall be deemed to be an underpayment of the10



tax and shall be immediately due and payable. When tax benefits were11



received in more than one year, the tax benefits received in the most12



recent year shall be recovered first and then the benefits received in13



earlier years up to the extent of the required recapture.14



(5)(a) Any personal property tax that would have been due except for15



the exemption allowed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, to the extent it16



becomes due under this section, shall be considered delinquent and shall17



be immediately due and payable to the county or counties in which the18



property was located when exempted.19



(b) All amounts received by a county under this section shall be20



allocated to each taxing unit levying taxes on tangible personal property21



in the county in the same proportion that the levy on tangible personal22



property of such taxing unit bears to the total levy of all of such23



taxing units.24



(6) Notwithstanding any other limitations contained in the laws of25



this state, collection of any taxes deemed to be underpayments by this26



section shall be allowed for a period of three years after the end of the27



performance period or three calendar years after the benefit was allowed,28



whichever is later.29



(7) Any amounts due under this section shall be recaptured30



notwithstanding other allowable credits and shall not be subsequently31
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refunded under any provision of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act unless the1



recapture was in error.2



(8) The recapture required by this section shall not occur if the3



failure to maintain the required levels of employment or investment was4



caused by an act of God or national emergency.5



Sec. 35.  (1) The incentives allowed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act6



shall not be transferable except in the following situations:7



(a) Any credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability8



company, a subchapter S corporation, a cooperative, including a9



cooperative exempt under section 521 of the Internal Revenue Code of10



1986, as amended, a limited cooperative association, or an estate or11



trust may be distributed to the partners, members, shareholders, patrons,12



or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is distributed for use13



against their income tax liabilities, and such partners, members,14



shareholders, or beneficiaries shall be deemed to have made an15



underpayment of their income taxes for any recapture required by section16



34 of this act. A credit distributed shall be considered a credit used17



and the partnership, limited liability company, subchapter S corporation,18



cooperative, including a cooperative exempt under section 521 of the19



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, limited cooperative20



association, estate, or trust shall be liable for any repayment required21



by section 34 of this act;22



(b) The credit prescribed in subsection (4) of section 32 of this23



act may be transferred to a qualified employee leasing company from a24



taxpayer who is a client-lessee of the qualified employee leasing company25



with employees performing services at the qualified location or locations26



of the client-lessee. The credits transferred must be designated for a27



specific year and cannot be carried forward by the qualified employee28



leasing company. The credits may only be used by the qualified employee29



leasing company to offset the income tax withholding or payor tax30



liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757 for withholding for employees31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-37-











performing services for the client-lessee at the qualified location or1



locations. The offset to such withholding or payor tax liability must be2



computed in accordance with subdivision (1)(b) of section 33 of this act3



based on wages paid to the employees by the qualified employee leasing4



company, and not the amount paid to the qualified employee leasing5



company by the client-lessee; and6



(c) The incentives previously allowed and the future allowance of7



incentives may be transferred when an agreement is transferred in its8



entirety by sale or lease to another taxpayer or in an acquisition of9



assets qualifying under section 381 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,10



as amended.11



(2) The acquiring taxpayer, as of the date of notification to the12



director of the completed transfer, shall be entitled to any unused13



credits and to any future incentives allowable under the act.14



(3) The acquiring taxpayer shall be liable for any recapture that15



becomes due after the date of the transfer for the repayment of any16



benefits received either before or after the transfer.17



(4) If a taxpayer dies and there is a credit remaining after the18



filing of the final return for the taxpayer, the personal representative19



shall determine the distribution of the credit or any remaining carryover20



with the initial fiduciary return filed for the estate. The determination21



of the distribution of the credit may be changed only after obtaining the22



permission of the director.23



(5) The director may disclose information to the acquiring taxpayer24



about the agreement and prior benefits that is reasonably necessary to25



determine the future incentives and liabilities of the taxpayer.26



Sec. 36.  Interest shall not be allowable on any refunds paid27



because of benefits earned under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.28



Sec. 37.  (1) Any complete application shall be considered a valid29



application on the date submitted for the purposes of the ImagiNE30



Nebraska Act.31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-38-











(2) The director shall be allowed access, by the Tax Commissioner,1



to information associated with the Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska2



Advantage Rural Development Act, and the Employment and Investment Growth3



Act to meet the director's obligations under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.4



(3) The director may contract with the Tax Commissioner for services5



that the director determines are necessary to fulfill the director's6



responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, other than services7



which constitute the actual actions and decisions required to be taken or8



made by the director under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.9



(4) The Tax Commissioner shall develop and maintain an electronic10



application and reporting system to be used by the director and Tax11



Commissioner to administer the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.12



Sec. 38.  (1) Beginning in 2021, the director and the Tax13



Commissioner shall jointly submit electronically an annual report for the14



previous fiscal year to the Legislature no later than October 31 of each15



year. The report shall be on a fiscal year, accrual basis that satisfies16



the requirements set by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. The17



Department of Economic Development and the Department of Revenue shall18



together, on or before December 15 of each year, appear at a joint19



hearing of the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature and the20



Revenue Committee of the Legislature and present the report. Any21



supplemental information requested by three or more committee members22



shall be presented within thirty days after the request.23



(2) The report shall list (a) the agreements which have been signed24



during the previous year, (b) the agreements which are still in effect,25



(c) the identity of each taxpayer who is party to an agreement, and (d)26



the qualified location or locations.27



(3) The report shall also state, for taxpayers who are parties to28



agreements, by industry group (a) the specific incentive options applied29



for under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, (b) the refunds and reductions in tax30



allowed on the investment, (c) the credits earned, (d) the credits used31
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to reduce the corporate income tax and the credits used to reduce the1



individual income tax, (e) the credits used to obtain sales and use tax2



refunds, (f) the credits used against withholding liability, (g) the3



credits used for job training, (h) the credits used for infrastructure4



development, (i) the number of jobs created under the act, (j) the5



expansion of capital investment, (k) the estimated wage levels of jobs6



created under the act subsequent to the application date, (l) the total7



number of qualified applicants, (m) the projected future state revenue8



gains and losses, (n) the sales tax refunds owed, (o) the credits9



outstanding under the act, (p) the value of personal property exempted by10



class in each county under the act, (q) the total amount of the payments,11



(r) the amount of workforce training and infrastructure development loans12



issued, outstanding, repaid, and delinquent, and (s) the value of health13



coverage provided to employees at qualified locations during the year who14



are not base-year employees and who are paid the required compensation.15



The report shall include the estimate of the amount of sales and use tax16



refunds to be paid and tax credits to be used as were required for the17



October forecast under section 40 of this act.18



(4) In estimating the projected future state revenue gains and19



losses, the report shall detail the methodology utilized, state the20



economic multipliers and industry multipliers used to determine the21



amount of economic growth and positive tax revenue, describe the analysis22



used to determine the percentage of new jobs attributable to the ImagiNE23



Nebraska Act, and identify limitations that are inherent in the analysis24



method.25



(5) The report shall provide an explanation of the audit and review26



processes of the Department of Economic Development and the Department of27



Revenue, as applicable, in approving and rejecting applications or the28



grant of incentives and in enforcing incentive recapture. The report29



shall also specify the median period of time between the date of30



application and the date the agreement is executed for all agreements31
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executed by December 31 of the prior year.1



(6) The report shall provide information on agreement-specific total2



incentives used every two years for each agreement. The report shall3



disclose (a) the identity of the taxpayer, (b) the qualified location or4



locations, and (c) the total credits used and refunds approved during the5



immediately preceding two years expressed as a single, aggregated total.6



The incentive information required to be reported under this subsection7



shall not be reported for the first year the taxpayer attains the8



required employment and investment thresholds. The information on first-9



year incentives used shall be combined with and reported as part of the10



second year. Thereafter, the information on incentives used for11



succeeding years shall be reported for each agreement every two years12



containing information on two years of credits used and refunds approved.13



The incentives used shall include incentives which have been approved by14



the director or Tax Commissioner, as applicable, but not necessarily15



received, during the previous two years.16



(7) The report shall include an executive summary which shows17



aggregate information for all agreements for which the information on18



incentives used in subsection (6) of this section is reported as follows:19



(a) The total incentives used by all taxpayers for agreements detailed in20



subsection (6) of this section during the previous two years; (b) the21



number of agreements; (c) the new jobs at the qualified location or22



locations for which credits have been granted; (d) the average23



compensation paid to employees in the state in the year of application24



and for the new jobs at the qualified location or locations; and (e) the25



total investment for which incentives were granted. The executive summary26



shall summarize the number of states which grant investment tax credits,27



job tax credits, sales and use tax refunds for qualified investment, and28



personal property tax exemptions and the investment and employment29



requirements under which they may be granted.30



(8) No information shall be provided in the report or in31
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supplemental information that is protected by state or federal1



confidentiality laws.2



Sec. 39.  Except as otherwise stated in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act,3



the director, with input from the Tax Commissioner, may adopt and4



promulgate all procedures and rules and regulations necessary to carry5



out the purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



Sec. 40.  (1) The Department of Economic Development and the7



Department of Revenue shall jointly, on or before the fifteenth day of8



October and February of every year and the fifteenth day of April in odd-9



numbered years, make an estimate of the amount of sales and use tax10



refunds to be paid and tax credits to be used under the ImagiNE Nebraska11



Act during the fiscal years to be forecast under section 77-27,158. The12



estimate shall be based on the most recent data available, including13



pending and approved applications and updates thereof as are required by14



subdivision (1)(f) of section 29 of this act. The estimate shall be15



forwarded to the Legislative Fiscal Analyst and the Nebraska Economic16



Forecasting Advisory Board and made a part of the advisory forecast17



required by section 77-27,158.18



(2)(a) In addition to the estimates required under subsection (1) of19



this section, the Department of Economic Development shall, on or before20



the fifteenth day of October and February of every year, make an estimate21



of the amount of sales and use tax refunds to be paid and tax credits to22



be used under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for each of the upcoming three23



calendar years and shall report such estimate electronically to the24



Legislature. The estimate shall be based on the most recent data25



available, including pending and approved applications and updates26



thereof as are required by subdivision (1)(f) of section 29 of this act.27



If the estimate for any such calendar year exceeds the base authority:28



(i) The Department of Economic Development shall prepare an analysis29



explaining why the estimate exceeds the base authority. The department30



shall include such analysis in the report it submits to the Legislature31
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under this subsection; and1



(ii) The director shall not approve any additional applications2



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act that would include refunds or credits in3



the calendar year in which the base authority is projected to be exceeded4



unless the director requests additional authority from the Executive5



Board of the Legislative Council and the executive board approves such6



request.7



(b) For purposes of this subsection, the base authority shall be8



equal to one hundred twenty-five million dollars for calendar years 20219



through 2024. Beginning with calendar year 2025 and every three years10



thereafter, the director shall adjust the base authority to an amount11



equal to three percent of the actual General Fund gross receipts for the12



most recent fiscal year for which such information is available.13



(c) If the director requests additional authority pursuant to this14



subsection, the executive board shall determine whether or not to approve15



such request within forty-five calendar days after receiving the request16



and shall notify the director of its determination. Prior to making its17



determination, the executive board shall hold a public meeting on the18



request and shall give seven days' public notice of such meeting. The19



minutes of such meeting shall show any action or inaction of the20



executive board. If the executive board fails to make a determination21



within such forty-five-day period, the request shall be deemed approved.22



In making its determination, the executive board shall consider, among23



other things, whether approving the request will:24



(i) Promote economic development in line with the state's economic25



development strategy;26



(ii) Promote the retention and growth of high-wage, high-impact27



businesses;28



(iii) Attract high-wage, high-impact businesses to the State of29



Nebraska;30



(iv) Promote investment in distressed and rural areas; and31
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(v) Result in approval of incentives for businesses which would not1



remain, grow, or move to Nebraska but for such incentives.2



(d) In making its determination under this subsection, the executive3



board may request any additional information or materials that are not4



confidential or proprietary from the Department of Economic Development,5



the Department of Revenue, or the Department of Labor.6



Sec. 41.  The Department of Labor shall, as requested, provide to7



the director and the Tax Commissioner the employment and wage data8



information necessary to meet the responsibilities of the Department of9



Labor under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, to the extent the Department of10



Labor collects such information.11



Sec. 42.  (1) The Legislature finds that providing job training is12



critical to the public purpose of attracting and retaining businesses and13



that the growth of high-paying jobs in Nebraska is limited by an unmet14



need for workforce training and infrastructure development. The15



Legislature further finds that many communities in Nebraska lack the16



infrastructure, including broadband access, necessary to provide high-17



paying jobs for residents. The Legislature further finds that workforce18



training and infrastructure development help businesses and improve the19



quality of life for workers and communities in Nebraska. Because there is20



a statewide benefit from workforce training and infrastructure21



development, the Legislature intends to provide a revolving loan program22



as a rational means to address these needs.23



(2) The Department of Economic Development shall establish and24



administer a revolving loan program for workforce training and25



infrastructure development expenses to be incurred by applicants for26



incentives under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.27



(3) The ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund is hereby created. The28



fund shall receive money from appropriations from the Legislature,29



grants, private contributions, repayment of loans, and all other sources.30



Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the31
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state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act1



and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act. It is the intent of the2



Legislature to transfer five million dollars from the General Fund to the3



ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-244



for purposes of carrying out the workforce training and infrastructure5



development revolving loan program pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



It is the intent of the Legislature to appropriate five million dollars7



for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-24 for purposes of carrying out the8



workforce training and infrastructure development revolving loan program9



pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.10



(4) The Department of Economic Development, as part of its11



comprehensive business development strategy, shall administer the ImagiNE12



Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund and may loan funds to applicants under the13



ImagiNE Nebraska Act to secure new, high-paying jobs in Nebraska based on14



the criteria established in sections 43 and 44 of this act. Loans made to15



applicants under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act and interest on such loans may16



be repaid using credits earned under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. If that17



occurs, the Department of Revenue shall certify the credit usage to the18



State Treasurer, who shall, within thirty days, transfer the amount of19



the credit used from the General Fund to the ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving20



Loan Fund.21



(5) If a taxpayer with an agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act22



obtains a loan under this section and fails to attain the required23



minimum number of new employees, minimum compensation, and minimum24



required cumulative investment necessary for that taxpayer to earn a25



credit, the principal and interest of the loan shall be considered an26



underpayment of tax and may be recovered by the Department of Revenue.27



(6) Whether repaid using credits or repaid directly by the recipient28



of the loan, loans made from the ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund29



shall be repaid with interest at the rate established in section 45-102.30



Sec. 43.  (1) A taxpayer with an application under the ImagiNE31
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Nebraska Act may apply for a workforce training loan by submitting an1



application to the Department of Economic Development which includes, but2



is not limited to:3



(a) The number of jobs to be created that will require training or4



the number of existing positions that will be trained;5



(b) The nature of the business and the type of jobs to be created6



that will require training or positions to be trained;7



(c) The estimated wage levels of the jobs to be created or positions8



to be trained; and9



(d) A program schedule for the workforce training project.10



(2) A taxpayer may partner with a postsecondary educational11



institution in Nebraska, a private, nonprofit educational organization in12



Nebraska holding a certificate of exemption under section 501(c)(3) of13



the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, a Nebraska educational14



service unit, or a school district in Nebraska to assist in providing the15



workforce training. The application shall specify the role of the16



partnering entity in identifying and training potential job applicants17



for the applicant business.18



(3) The director shall determine whether to approve the taxpayer's19



application for a workforce training loan under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act20



based upon the director's determination as to whether the loan will help21



enable the state to accomplish the purposes stated in section 42 of this22



act. The director shall be governed by and shall take into consideration23



all of the following factors in making such determination:24



(a) The department's comprehensive business development strategy;25



(b) The necessity of the loan to assure that the applicant will26



expand employment in Nebraska;27



(c) The number of jobs to be created; and28



(d) The expected pay of the jobs to be created.29



Sec. 44.  (1) A taxpayer with an application under the ImagiNE30



Nebraska Act may apply for an infrastructure development loan by31
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submitting an application to the Department of Economic Development which1



includes, but is not limited to:2



(a) The nature of the business and the type and number of jobs to be3



created or retained;4



(b) The estimated wage levels of the jobs to be created or retained;5



and6



(c) A brief description of the infrastructure need that the loan is7



intended to fill.8



(2) The director shall determine whether to approve the taxpayer's9



application for an infrastructure development loan under the ImagiNE10



Nebraska Act based upon the director's determination as to whether the11



loan will help enable the state to accomplish the purposes stated in12



section 42 of this act. The director shall be governed by and shall take13



into consideration all of the following factors in making such14



determination:15



(a) The department's comprehensive business development strategy;16



(b) The necessity of the loan to assure that the applicant will17



expand employment in Nebraska;18



(c) The number of jobs to be created; and19



(d) The expected pay of the jobs to be created.20



Sec. 45.  Sections 45 to 55 of this act shall be known and may be21



cited as the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.22



Sec. 46.  The Legislature finds and declares that Nebraska is home23



to an emerging biotechnology and bioproducts sector that yields important24



innovations and collaborative opportunities with the existing25



agricultural sector. The Legislature further finds that advances in26



biotechnology and bioproducts will play a critical role in addressing27



global challenges, reducing our environmental footprint, and creating28



sustainable materials including renewable chemicals made from Nebraska-29



based agricultural products.30



Sec. 47.  For purposes of the Renewable Chemical Production Tax31
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Credit Act, unless the context otherwise requires:1



(1) Biomass feedstock means sugar, starch, polysaccharide, glycerin,2



lignin, fat, grease, or oil derived from plants, animals, or algae or a3



protein capable of being converted to a building block chemical by means4



of a biological or chemical conversion process;5



(2) Building block chemical means a molecule that is converted from6



biomass feedstock as a first product or a secondarily derived product7



that can be further refined into a higher-value chemical, material, or8



consumer product;9



(3) Director means the Director of Economic Development;10



(4) Eligible business means a business that has been certified by11



the director under section 48 of this act;12



(5) Food additive means a building block chemical that is not13



primarily consumed as food but which, when combined with other14



components, improves the taste, appearance, odor, texture, shelf life, or15



nutritional content of food. The director, in his or her discretion,16



shall determine whether or not a biobased chemical is primarily consumed17



as food;18



(6) Pre-eligibility production threshold means, with respect to each19



eligible business, the number of pounds of renewable chemicals produced,20



if any, by an eligible business during the calendar year prior to the21



calendar year in which the business first qualified as an eligible22



business pursuant to section 48 of this act; and23



(7)(a) Renewable chemical means a building block chemical with a24



significant biobased content that can be used for products including25



polymers, plastics, food additives, solvents, intermediate chemicals, or26



other formulated products with a significant nonfossil carbon content.27



(b) Renewable chemical includes:28



(i) Biobased chemicals that can be a food, feed, or fuel additive;29



and30



(ii) Supplements, vitamins, nutraceuticals, and pharmaceuticals.31
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(c) The director may include additional chemicals or materials in1



the definition of renewable chemical by rule and regulation after2



consulting with appropriate experts from the University of Nebraska,3



including, but not limited to, the Industrial Agricultural Products4



Center.5



(d) Renewable chemical does not include a chemical sold or used as6



fuel.7



Sec. 48.  (1) A business may apply to the director for certification8



as an eligible business. The program certification application shall be9



in the form and be made under the procedures specified by the director.10



(2) Within thirty days after receiving a program certification11



application under this section, the director shall certify the business12



as satisfying the conditions required of an eligible business, request13



additional information, or deny the program certification application. If14



the director requests additional information, the director shall certify15



the business or deny the program certification application within thirty16



days after receiving the additional information. If the director neither17



certifies the business nor denies the program certification application18



within thirty days after receiving the original program certification19



application or within thirty days after receiving the additional20



information requested, whichever is later, then the program certification21



application is deemed approved if the business meets the requirements in22



subsection (3) of this section. A business that applies for program23



certification and is denied may reapply.24



(3) To be certified as an eligible business under the Renewable25



Chemical Production Tax Credit Act, a business shall meet all of the26



following requirements:27



(a) The business produced at least one million pounds of renewable28



chemicals in this state during the calendar year for which tax credits29



are sought;30



(b) The business is physically located in this state;31
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(c) The business organized, expanded, or located in this state on or1



after the operative date of this section; and2



(d) The business is in compliance with all agreements entered into3



under the act and pursuant to any other tax credits or programs4



administered by the Department of Economic Development or the Department5



of Revenue.6



(4)(a) An eligible business shall enter into an agreement with the7



director for the successful completion of all requirements of the act.8



The agreement may certify the business to receive tax credits under the9



act for up to four years.10



(b) As part of the agreement, the eligible business shall agree to11



collect and provide any information reasonably required by the director12



or the Department of Revenue in order to allow the director and13



department to fulfill their reporting obligations under section 54 of14



this act.15



Sec. 49.  The director shall consider program certification16



applications under section 48 of this act in the order in which they are17



received. The director may accept program certification applications on a18



continuous basis or may establish, by rule and regulation, an annual19



program certification application deadline. The director may approve20



program certification applications for eligible businesses for a total of21



up to three million dollars in tax credits for calendar years 2022 and22



2023 and up to six million dollars per calendar year for calendar years23



2024 and beyond. Program certification applications approved after such24



annual limit has been reached shall be placed on a wait list in the order25



in which they are received.26



Sec. 50.  (1) An eligible business may apply to the Department of27



Revenue for tax credits under the Renewable Chemical Production Tax28



Credit Act.29



(2) To receive tax credits, the eligible business shall submit a tax30



credit application to the Department of Revenue on a form prescribed by31
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the department. The tax credit application shall be made during the1



calendar year following the calendar year in which the eligible business2



produced the renewable chemicals for which it seeks tax credits. The tax3



credit application shall include the following information:4



(a) The number of pounds of renewable chemicals produced in the5



state by the eligible business during the calendar year for which tax6



credits are sought; and7



(b) Any other information reasonably required by the department in8



order to establish and verify the amount of credits earned under the act.9



(3) An eligible business shall fulfill all the requirements of the10



act and its agreement with the director under section 48 of this act11



before receiving tax credits under the act or entering into a subsequent12



agreement. If an agreement is not successfully fulfilled, the director13



may decline to enter into a subsequent agreement and the Department of14



Revenue may decline to issue a tax credit.15



(4) If the department determines that a tax credit application is16



complete, that an eligible business qualifies for tax credits, and that17



the eligible business has fulfilled all requirements of its agreement18



with the director, the department shall approve the tax credit19



application within the limits set forth in sections 49 and 51 of this act20



and shall certify the amount of tax credits approved to the eligible21



business.22



Sec. 51.  (1) The tax credit under the Renewable Chemical Production23



Tax Credit Act shall be in an amount equal to the product of seven and24



one-half cents multiplied by the number of pounds of renewable chemicals25



produced in this state by the eligible business during each calendar year26



in excess of the eligible business’s pre-eligibility production27



threshold. The maximum amount of tax credits that may be issued to an28



eligible business under a single tax credit application shall not exceed29



one million five hundred thousand dollars per year.30



(2) The tax credit shall be a refundable credit that may be used31
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against any income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967. Any1



credit in excess of the eligible business' tax liability shall be2



refunded to the taxpayer.3



(3) An eligible business shall not receive a tax credit for4



renewable chemicals produced before the date the business first qualified5



as an eligible business.6



(4) The tax credit shall not be available for any renewable7



chemicals produced before the 2022 calendar year.8



(5) Any tax credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability9



company, a subchapter S corporation, or an estate or trust may be10



distributed to the partners, limited liability company members,11



shareholders, or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is12



distributed.13



(6) An eligible business shall claim the tax credit by attaching the14



tax credit certification received from the department under section 50 of15



this act to its tax return for the tax year in which the credit was16



approved.17



Sec. 52.  The failure by an eligible business in fulfilling any18



requirement of the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act or any of19



the terms and obligations of an agreement entered into pursuant to20



section 48 of this act may result in the reduction, termination, or21



rescission of the tax credits under the act and may subject the eligible22



business to the repayment or recapture of tax credits claimed.23



Sec. 53.  Except for the identity of a recipient of tax credits24



under the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act and the amount of25



such credits, any information or record in the possession of the26



Department of Economic Development or Department of Revenue with respect27



to the act shall be presumed by such departments to be a trade secret and28



shall be kept confidential by such departments unless otherwise ordered29



by a court.30



Sec. 54.  (1) On or before January 31, 2024, and on or before each31
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January 31 thereafter, the director and the Department of Revenue shall1



electronically submit a report on the Renewable Chemical Production Tax2



Credit Act to the Revenue Committee of the Legislature. At a minimum, the3



report shall include the following information regarding tax credits and4



the recipients of such credits:5



(a) The aggregate number of pounds, and a list of each type, of6



renewable chemicals produced in Nebraska by all recipients (i) during the7



calendar year prior to the calendar year for which each recipient first8



received tax credits and (ii) for each calendar year thereafter;9



(b) The aggregate sales of all renewable chemicals produced by all10



recipients in each calendar year for which there are at least five11



recipients;12



(c) The aggregate number of pounds, and a list of each type, of13



biomass feedstock used in the production of renewable chemicals in14



Nebraska by all recipients (i) during the calendar year prior to the15



calendar year for which each recipient first received tax credits and16



(ii) for each calendar year thereafter;17



(d) The number of employees located in Nebraska of all recipients18



(i) during the calendar year prior to the calendar year for which each19



recipient first received tax credits and (ii) for each calendar year20



thereafter;21



(e) The number and aggregate amount of tax credits issued for each22



calendar year;23



(f) The number of eligible businesses placed on the wait list for24



each calendar year and the total number of eligible businesses remaining25



on the wait list at the end of that calendar year;26



(g) The dollar amount of tax credit claims placed on the wait list27



for each calendar year and the total dollar amount of tax credit claims28



remaining on the wait list at the end of that calendar year;29



(h) For each eligible business which received tax credits during30



each calendar year: (i) The identity of the eligible business; (ii) the31
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amount of the tax credits; and (iii) the manner in which the eligible1



business first qualified as an eligible business, whether by organizing,2



expanding, or locating in the state; and3



(i) The total amount of all tax credits claimed during each calendar4



year, and the portion issued as refunds.5



(2) In order to protect the presumption of confidentiality provided6



for in section 53 of this act, the director and Department of Revenue7



shall report all information in an aggregate form to prevent, to the8



extent reasonably possible, information being attributable to any9



particular eligible business, except as provided in subdivision (1)(h) of10



this section.11



Sec. 55.  The Department of Economic Development and Department of12



Revenue may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations necessary to carry13



out the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.14



Sec. 56.  Sections 56 to 61 of this act shall be known and may be15



cited as the Customized Job Training Act.16



Sec. 57.  The Customized Job Training Act shall be administered by17



the Department of Economic Development to provide funds in the form of18



grants to employers for reimbursement of job training expenses as set19



forth in the act.20



Sec. 58.  The Customized Job Training Cash Fund is created. Funds in21



the Customized Job Training Cash Fund shall be used for (1) general22



administrative costs of awarding job training reimbursement grants under23



the Customized Job Training Act and (2) job training reimbursement24



grants. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested25



by the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital26



Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.27



Sec. 59.  (1) Employers applying for job training reimbursement28



grants under the Customized Job Training Act shall apply to the29



Department of Economic Development. The department shall provide job30



training reimbursement grants for job training programs for jobs that are31
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net new jobs or that result in a net increase in wages per employee. The1



job training reimbursement grants shall be in proportion to the committed2



number of net new jobs created or committed net increase in wages per3



employee. The amount of each grant and number of grants awarded shall be4



determined by the department based upon available funding.5



(2) The department shall create a job training reimbursement grant6



application, have authority to approve applications, and authorize the7



total amount of job training reimbursement grants expected to be awarded8



as a result of the training if the Director of Economic Development is9



satisfied that the plan in the application defines training that meets10



the eligibility requirements.11



(3) The department shall submit an annual report electronically to12



the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature that includes the total13



number of job training reimbursement grants awarded, the total dollar14



amount of job training reimbursement grants awarded and to whom, the15



total expenditures made in administering the Customized Job Training Act,16



the number of individuals trained, the average wage of net new jobs, and17



a summary of the training provided.18



Sec. 60.  (1) In order for an employer to apply for a job training19



reimbursement grant under the Customized Job Training Act:20



(a) The jobs being trained for must be net new jobs or result in a21



net increase in wages per employee; and22



(b) The jobs being trained for must meet or exceed the Nebraska23



average annual wage.24



(2) Training may be provided by:25



(a) The community college system or any accredited postsecondary26



educational institution;27



(b) A Nebraska secondary school, public or private;28



(c) A Nebraska educational service unit; or29



(d) Any qualified training provider if the training results in:30



(i) A national, state, or locally recognized certificate;31
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(ii) Preparation for a professional examination or licensure;1



(iii) Endorsement for an existing credential or license; or2



(iv) Development of recognized skill standards as defined by an3



industrial sector.4



Sec. 61.  An employer receiving a grant shall provide to the5



Department of Economic Development documentation:6



(1) Showing the completion of the eligible job training. The7



department may require reimbursement of any funds for training not8



meeting eligibility requirements; and9



(2) Showing that the employer has maintained or exceeded its current10



level of training expenditures in the fiscal year in which the grant was11



awarded.12



Sec. 62.  Sections 62 to 69 of this act shall be known and may be13



cited as the Community Economic Opportunities Act.14



Sec. 63.  The purpose of the Community Economic Opportunities Act is15



to provide capital for economic development projects in areas of the16



state that are underserved by Nebraska's employment and investment17



incentive programs.18



Sec. 64.  For purposes of the Community Economic Opportunities Act:19



(1) Board means the Community Economic Opportunities Board20



established in section 65 of this act;21



(2) Department means the Department of Economic Development;22



(3) Eligible community means a county in Nebraska with fewer than23



forty thousand residents as determined by the most recent federal24



decennial census; and25



(4) Eligible project means an economic development project proposed26



by a private business that:27



(a) By its terms is not eligible to receive incentives under the28



ImagiNE Nebraska Act;29



(b) Will provide employment, investment, or both, to an eligible30



community; and31
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(c) Is determined by the department to have a likelihood of1



resulting in a high rate of return on investment.2



Sec. 65.  (1) The Community Economic Opportunities Board is3



established. The board shall be comprised of two persons representing4



economic developers, two persons representing counties or municipalities,5



and one person representing business. Members shall be appointed by the6



Governor and approved by the Legislature with at least one member7



residing in each of Nebraska's congressional districts. Additionally, the8



Speaker of the Legislature, the chairperson of the Appropriations9



Committee of the Legislature, and the chairperson of the Revenue10



Committee of the Legislature shall serve as nonvoting members on the11



board. Appointed members shall serve two-year terms, except that the12



terms of one person representing economic developers and one person13



representing counties or municipalities appointed upon the creation of14



the board shall be for three years. The board shall select a chairperson15



from among its members. Members shall serve without compensation but16



shall be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses as provided17



in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177. Board meetings may be conducted by18



telephone or teleconference.19



(2) The board shall meet at the call of the chairperson to select20



projects for funding under the Community Economic Opportunities Act from21



recommendations by the department. The board may approve up to two22



million dollars of funding each year for eligible projects.23



Sec. 66.  The department shall develop procedures for applying for24



funding under the Community Economic Opportunities Act and shall develop25



guidelines and parameters for rating and selecting projects for26



submission to the board.27



Sec. 67.  The Community Economic Opportunities Fund is created. The28



fund shall be administered by the department to provide funding for29



eligible projects approved by the board under section 65 of this act. The30



fund shall consist of transfers and appropriations authorized by the31
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Legislature and any gifts, grants, bequests, or donations to the fund.1



Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the2



state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act3



and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.4



Sec. 68.  (1) On or before October 31, 2023, and each October 315



thereafter, the Director of Economic Development shall electronically6



submit to the Legislature a report on the Community Economic7



Opportunities Act for the previous fiscal year.8



(2) The report shall list projects that were approved for funding by9



the board and shall include the location of the project, the entity10



receiving funding, and a description of the project.11



Sec. 69.  It is the intent of the Legislature to appropriate two12



million dollars from the General Fund to the Community Economic13



Opportunities Fund for fiscal year 2022-23 and each fiscal year14



thereafter for purposes of carrying out the Community Economic15



Opportunities Act.16



Sec. 70. Section 18-2119, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,17



2018, is amended to read:18



18-2119 (1) An authority shall, by public notice by publication once19



each week for two consecutive weeks in a legal newspaper having a general20



circulation in the city, prior to the consideration of any redevelopment21



contract proposal relating to real estate owned or to be owned by the22



authority, invite proposals from, and make available all pertinent23



information to, private redevelopers or any persons interested in24



undertaking the redevelopment of an area, or any part thereof, which the25



governing body has declared to be in need of redevelopment. Such notice26



shall identify the area, and shall state that such further information as27



is available may be obtained at the office of the authority. The28



authority shall consider all redevelopment proposals and the financial29



and legal ability of the prospective redevelopers to carry out their30



proposals and may negotiate with any redevelopers for proposals for the31
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purchase or lease of any real property in the redevelopment project area.1



The authority may accept such redevelopment contract proposal as it deems2



to be in the public interest and in furtherance of the purposes of the3



Community Development Law if the authority has, not less than thirty days4



prior thereto, notified the governing body in writing of its intention to5



accept such redevelopment contract proposal. Thereafter, the authority6



may execute such redevelopment contract in accordance with the provisions7



of section 18-2118 and deliver deeds, leases, and other instruments and8



take all steps necessary to effectuate such redevelopment contract. In9



its discretion, the authority may, without regard to the foregoing10



provisions of this section, dispose of real property in a redevelopment11



project area to private redevelopers for redevelopment under such12



reasonable competitive bidding procedures as it shall prescribe, subject13



to the provisions of section 18-2118.14



(2) In the case of any real estate owned by a redeveloper, the15



authority may enter into a redevelopment contract providing for such16



undertakings as the authority shall determine appropriate. Any such17



redevelopment contract relating to real estate within an enhanced18



employment area shall include a statement of the redeveloper's consent19



with respect to the designation of the area as an enhanced employment20



area, shall be recorded with respect to the real estate owned by the21



redeveloper, and shall be binding upon all future owners of such real22



estate.23



(3)(a) Prior to entering into a redevelopment contract pursuant to24



this section for a redevelopment plan that includes the division of taxes25



as provided in section 18-2147, the authority shall require the26



redeveloper to certify the following to the authority:27



(i) Whether the redeveloper has filed or intends to file an28



application with the Department of Revenue to receive tax incentives29



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for a30



project located or to be located within the redevelopment project area;31
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(ii) Whether such application includes or will include, as one of1



the tax incentives, a refund of the city’s local option sales tax2



revenue; and3



(iii) Whether such application has been approved under the Nebraska4



Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.5



(b) The authority may consider the information provided under6



subdivision (3)(a) of this section in determining whether to enter into7



the redevelopment contract.8



(4) A redevelopment contract for a redevelopment plan or9



redevelopment project that includes the division of taxes as provided in10



section 18-2147 shall include a provision requiring that the redeveloper11



retain copies of all supporting documents that are associated with the12



redevelopment plan or redevelopment project and that are received or13



generated by the redeveloper for three years following the end of the14



last fiscal year in which ad valorem taxes are divided and provide such15



copies to the city as needed to comply with the city’s retention16



requirements under section 18-2117.04. For purposes of this subsection,17



supporting document includes any cost-benefit analysis conducted pursuant18



to section 18-2113 and any invoice, receipt, claim, or contract received19



or generated by the redeveloper that provides support for receipts or20



payments associated with the division of taxes.21



(5) A redevelopment contract for a redevelopment plan that includes22



the division of taxes as provided in section 18-2147 may include a23



provision requiring that all ad valorem taxes levied upon real property24



in a redevelopment project be paid before the taxes become delinquent in25



order for such redevelopment project to receive funds from such division26



of taxes.27



Sec. 71. Section 18-2710.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,28



2018, is amended to read:29



18-2710.03 (1) At the time that a qualifying business applies to a30



city to participate in an economic development program, the qualifying31
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business shall certify the following to the city:1



(a) Whether the qualifying business has filed or intends to file an2



application with the Department of Revenue to receive tax incentives3



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for the same4



project for which the qualifying business is seeking financial assistance5



under the Local Option Municipal Economic Development Act;6



(b) Whether such application includes or will include, as one of the7



tax incentives, a refund of the city's local option sales tax revenue;8



and9



(c) Whether such application has been approved under the Nebraska10



Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.11



(2) The city may consider the information provided under this12



section in determining whether to provide financial assistance to the13



qualifying business under the Local Option Municipal Economic Development14



Act.15



Sec. 72. Section 49-801.01, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,16



2018, is amended to read:17



49-801.01 Except as provided by Article VIII, section 1B, of the18



Constitution of Nebraska and in sections 77-1106, 77-1108, 77-1109,19



77-1117, 77-1119, 77-2701.01, 77-2714 to 77-27,123, 77-27,191, 77-2902,20



77-2906, 77-2908, 77-2909, 77-4103, 77-4104, 77-4108, 77-5509, 77-5515,21



77-5527 to 77-5529, 77-5539, 77-5717 to 77-5719, 77-5728, 77-5802,22



77-5803, 77-5806, 77-5903, 77-6302, and 77-6306 and sections 11, 16, 20,23



22, 23, 32, 35, and 43 of this act, any reference to the Internal Revenue24



Code refers to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as it exists on April25



12, 2018.26



Sec. 73. Section 50-1209, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is27



amended to read:28



50-1209 (1) Tax incentive performance audits shall be conducted by29



the office pursuant to this section on the following tax incentive30



programs:31
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(a) The Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act;1



(b) The ImagiNE Nebraska Act;2



(c) (b) The Nebraska Advantage Act;3



(d) (c) The Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act;4



(e) (d) The Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act;5



(f) (e) The Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act;6



(g) (f) The Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act;7



(h) (g) The New Markets Job Growth Investment Act; and8



(i) (h) Any other tax incentive program created by the Legislature9



for the purpose of recruitment or retention of businesses in Nebraska. In10



determining whether a future tax incentive program is enacted for the11



purpose of recruitment or retention of businesses, the office shall12



consider legislative intent, including legislative statements of purpose13



and goals, and may also consider whether the tax incentive program is14



promoted as a business incentive by the Department of Economic15



Development or other relevant state agency.16



(2) The office shall develop a schedule for conducting tax incentive17



performance audits and shall update the schedule annually. The schedule18



shall ensure that each tax incentive program is reviewed at least once19



every five years.20



(3) Each tax incentive performance audit conducted by the office21



pursuant to this section shall include the following:22



(a) An analysis of whether the tax incentive program is meeting the23



following goals:24



(i) Strengthening the state's economy overall by:25



(A) Attracting new business to the state;26



(B) Expanding existing businesses;27



(C) Increasing employment, particularly employment of full-time28



workers. The analysis shall consider whether the job growth in those29



businesses receiving tax incentives is at least ten percent above30



industry averages;31
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(D) Creating high-quality jobs; and1



(E) Increasing business investment;2



(ii) Revitalizing rural areas and other distressed areas of the3



state;4



(iii) Diversifying the state's economy and positioning Nebraska for5



the future by stimulating entrepreneurial firms, high-tech firms, and6



renewable energy firms; and7



(iv) Any other program-specific goals found in the statutes for the8



tax incentive program being evaluated;9



(b) An analysis of the economic and fiscal impacts of the tax10



incentive program. The analysis may take into account the following11



considerations in addition to other relevant factors:12



(i) The costs per full-time worker. When practical and applicable,13



such costs shall be considered in at least the following two ways:14



(A) By an estimation including the minimum investment required to15



qualify for benefits; and16



(B) By an estimation including all investment;17



(ii) The extent to which the tax incentive changes business18



behavior;19



(iii) The results of the tax incentive for the economy of Nebraska20



as a whole. This consideration includes both direct and indirect impacts21



generally and any effects on other Nebraska businesses; and22



(iv) A comparison to the results of other economic development23



strategies with similar goals, other policies, or other incentives;24



(c) An assessment of whether adequate protections are in place to25



ensure the fiscal impact of the tax incentive does not increase26



substantially beyond the state's expectations in future years;27



(d) An assessment of the fiscal impact of the tax incentive on the28



budgets of local governments, if applicable; and29



(e) Recommendations for any changes to statutes or rules and30



regulations that would allow the tax incentive program to be more easily31
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evaluated in the future, including changes to data collection, reporting,1



sharing of information, and clarification of goals.2



(4) For purposes of this section:3



(a) Distressed area means an area of substantial unemployment as4



determined by the Department of Labor pursuant to the Nebraska Workforce5



Innovation and Opportunity Act;6



(b) Full-time worker means an individual (i) who usually works7



thirty-five hours per week or more, (ii) whose employment is reported to8



the Department of Labor on two consecutive quarterly wage reports, and9



(iii) who earns wages equal to or exceeding the state minimum wage;10



(c) High-quality job means a job that:11



(i) Averages at least thirty-five hours of employment per week;12



(ii) Is reported to the Department of Labor on two consecutive13



quarterly wage reports; and14



(iii) Earns wages that are at least ten percent higher than the15



statewide industry sector average and that equal or exceed:16



(A) One hundred ten percent of the Nebraska average weekly wage if17



the job is in a county with a population of less than one hundred18



thousand inhabitants; or19



(B) One hundred twenty percent of the Nebraska average weekly wage20



if the job is in a county with a population of one hundred thousand21



inhabitants or more;22



(d) High-tech firm means a person or unitary group that has a23



location with any of the following four-digit code designations under the24



North American Industry Classification System as assigned by the25



Department of Labor: 2111, 3254, 3341, 3342, 3344, 3345, 3364, 5112,26



5173, 5179, 5182, 5191, 5413, 5415, or 5417;27



(e) Nebraska average weekly wage means the most recent average28



weekly wage paid by all employers in all counties in Nebraska as reported29



by the Department of Labor by October 1 of each year;30



(f) New business means a person or unitary group participating in a31
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tax incentive program that did not pay income taxes or wages in the state1



more than two years prior to submitting an application under the tax2



incentive program. For any tax incentive program without an application3



process, new business means a person or unitary group participating in4



the program that did not pay income taxes or wages in the state more than5



two years prior to the first day of the first tax year for which a tax6



benefit was earned;7



(g) Renewable energy firm means a person or unitary group that has a8



location with any of the following six-digit code designations under the9



North American Industry Classification System as assigned by the10



Department of Labor: 111110, 111120, 111130, 111140, 111150, 111160,11



111191, 111199, 111211, 111219, 111310, 111320, 111331, 111332, 111333,12



111334, 111335, 111336, 111339, 111411, 111419, 111930, 111991, 113310,13



221111, 221114, 221115, 221116, 221117, 221118, 221330, 237130, 237210,14



237990, 325193, 325199, 331512, 331513, 331523, 331524, 331529, 332111,15



332112, 333414, 333415, 333511, 333611, 333612, 333613, 334519, 485510,16



541330, 541360, 541370, 541620, 541690, 541713, 541714, 541715, 561730,17



or 562213;18



(h) Rural area means any village or city of the second class in this19



state or any county in this state with fewer than twenty-five thousand20



residents; and21



(i) Unitary group has the same meaning as in section 77-2734.04.22



Sec. 74. Section 66-1344, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is23



amended to read:24



66-1344 (1) Beginning June 1, 2000, during such period as funds25



remain in the Ethanol Production Incentive Cash Fund, any ethanol26



facility shall receive a credit of seven and one-half cents per gallon of27



ethanol, before denaturing, for new production for a period not to exceed28



thirty-six consecutive months. For purposes of this subsection, new29



production means production which results from the expansion of an30



existing facility's capacity by at least two million gallons first placed31
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into service after June 1, 1999, as certified by the facility's design1



engineer to the Department of Revenue. For expansion of an existing2



facility's capacity, new production means production in excess of the3



average of the highest three months of ethanol production at an ethanol4



facility during the twenty-four-month period immediately preceding5



certification of the facility by the design engineer. No credits shall be6



allowed under this subsection for expansion of an existing facility's7



capacity until production is in excess of twelve times the three-month8



average amount determined under this subsection during any twelve-9



consecutive-month period beginning no sooner than June 1, 2000. New10



production shall be approved by the Department of Revenue based on such11



ethanol production records as may be necessary to reasonably determine12



new production. This credit must be earned on or before December 31,13



2003.14



(2)(a) Beginning January 1, 2002, any new ethanol facility which is15



in production at the minimum rate of one hundred thousand gallons16



annually for the production of ethanol, before denaturing, and which has17



provided to the Department of Revenue written evidence substantiating18



that the ethanol facility has received the requisite authority from the19



Department of Environment and Energy and from the United States20



Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and21



Explosives, on or before June 30, 2004, shall receive a credit of22



eighteen cents per gallon of ethanol produced for ninety-six consecutive23



months beginning with the first calendar month for which it is eligible24



to receive such credit and ending not later than June 30, 2012, if the25



facility is defined by subdivision (b)(i) of this subsection, and for26



forty-eight consecutive months beginning with the first calendar month27



for which it is eligible to receive such credit and ending not later than28



June 30, 2008, if the facility is defined by subdivision (b)(ii) of this29



subsection. The new ethanol facility shall provide an analysis to the30



Department of Revenue of samples of the product collected according to31
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procedures specified by the department no later than July 30, 2004, and1



at least annually thereafter. The analysis shall be prepared by an2



independent laboratory meeting the International Organization for3



Standardization standard ISO/IEC 17025:1999. Prior to collecting the4



samples, the new ethanol facility shall notify the department which may5



observe the sampling procedures utilized by the new ethanol facility to6



obtain the samples to be submitted for independent analysis. The minimum7



rate shall be established for a period of at least thirty days. In this8



regard, the new ethanol facility must produce at least eight thousand two9



hundred nineteen gallons of ethanol within a thirty-day period. The10



ethanol must be finished product which is ready for sale to customers.11



(b) For purposes of this subsection, new ethanol facility means a12



facility for the conversion of grain or other raw feedstock into ethanol13



and other byproducts of ethanol production which (i) is not in production14



on or before September 1, 2001, or (ii) has not received credits prior to15



June 1, 1999. A new ethanol facility does not mean an expansion of an16



existing ethanol plant that does not result in the physical construction17



of an entire ethanol processing facility or which shares or uses in a18



significant manner any existing plant's systems or processes and does not19



include the expansion of production capacity constructed after June 30,20



2004, of a plant qualifying for credits under this subsection. This21



definition applies to contracts entered into after April 16, 2004.22



(c) Not more than fifteen million six hundred twenty-five thousand23



gallons of ethanol produced annually at an ethanol facility shall be24



eligible for credits under this subsection. Not more than one hundred25



twenty-five million gallons of ethanol produced at an ethanol facility by26



the end of the ninety-six-consecutive-month period or forty-eight-27



consecutive-month period set forth in this subsection shall be eligible28



for credits under this subsection.29



(3) The credits described in this section shall be given only for30



ethanol produced at a plant in Nebraska at which all fermentation,31
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distillation, and dehydration takes place. No credit shall be given on1



ethanol produced for or sold for use in the production of beverage2



alcohol. Not more than ten million gallons of ethanol produced during any3



twelve-consecutive-month period at an ethanol facility shall be eligible4



for the credit described in subsection (1) of this section. The credits5



described in this section shall be in the form of a nonrefundable,6



transferable motor vehicle fuel tax credit certificate. No transfer of7



credits will be allowed between the ethanol producer and motor vehicle8



fuel licensees who are related parties.9



(4) Ethanol production eligible for credits under this section shall10



be measured by a device approved by the Division of Weights and Measures11



of the Department of Agriculture. Confirmation of approval by the12



division shall be provided by the ethanol facility at the time the13



initial claim for credits provided under this section is submitted to the14



Department of Revenue and annually thereafter. Claims submitted by the15



ethanol producer shall be based on the total number of gallons of ethanol16



produced, before denaturing, during the reporting period measured in17



gross gallons.18



(5) The Department of Revenue shall prescribe an application form19



and procedures for claiming credits under this section. In order for a20



claim for credits to be accepted, it must be filed by the ethanol21



producer within three years of the date the ethanol was produced or by22



September 30, 2012, whichever occurs first.23



(6) Every producer of ethanol shall maintain records similar to24



those required by section 66-487. The ethanol producer must maintain25



invoices, meter readings, load-out sheets or documents, inventory26



records, including work-in-progress, finished goods, and denaturant, and27



other memoranda requested by the Department of Revenue relevant to the28



production of ethanol. On an annual basis, the ethanol producer shall29



also be required to furnish the department with copies of the reports30



filed with the United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol,31
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Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The maintenance of all of this1



information in a provable computer format or on microfilm is acceptable2



in lieu of retention of the original documents. The records must be3



retained for a period of not less than three years after the claim for4



ethanol credits is filed.5



(7) For purposes of ascertaining the correctness of any application6



for claiming a credit provided in this section, the Tax Commissioner (a)7



may examine or cause to have examined, by any agent or representative8



designated by him or her for that purpose, any books, papers, records, or9



memoranda bearing upon such matters, (b) may by summons require the10



attendance of the person responsible for rendering the application or11



other document or any officer or employee of such person or the12



attendance of any other person having knowledge in the premises, and (c)13



may take testimony and require proof material for his or her information,14



with power to administer oaths or affirmations to such person or persons.15



The time and place of examination pursuant to this subsection shall be16



such time and place as may be fixed by the Tax Commissioner and as are17



reasonable under the circumstances. In the case of a summons, the date18



fixed for appearance before the Tax Commissioner shall not be less than19



twenty days from the time of service of the summons. No taxpayer shall be20



subjected to unreasonable or unnecessary examinations or investigations.21



All records obtained pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to the22



confidentiality requirements and exceptions thereto as provided in23



section 77-27,119.24



(8) To qualify for credits under this section, an ethanol producer25



shall provide public notice for bids before entering into any contract26



for the construction of a new ethanol facility. Preference shall be given27



to a bidder residing in Nebraska when awarding any contract for28



construction of a new ethanol facility if comparable bids are submitted.29



For purposes of this subsection, bidder residing in Nebraska means any30



person, partnership, foreign or domestic limited liability company,31
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association, or corporation authorized to engage in business in the state1



with employees permanently located in Nebraska. If an ethanol producer2



enters into a contract for the construction of a new ethanol facility3



with a bidder who is not a bidder residing in Nebraska, such producer4



shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Department of Revenue in its5



application for credits that no comparable bid was submitted by a6



responsible bidder residing in Nebraska. The department shall deny an7



application for credits if it is determined that the contract was denied8



to a responsible bidder residing in Nebraska without cause.9



(9) The pertinent provisions of Chapter 66, article 7, relating to10



the administration and imposition of motor fuel taxes shall apply to the11



administration and imposition of assessments made by the Department of12



Revenue relating to excess credits claimed by ethanol producers under the13



Ethanol Development Act. These provisions include, but are not limited14



to, issuance of a deficiency following an examination of records, an15



assessment becoming final after sixty days absent a written protest,16



presumptions regarding the burden of proof, issuance of deficiency within17



three years of original filing, issuance of notice by registered or18



certified mail, issuance of penalties and waiver thereof, issuance of19



interest and waiver thereof, and issuance of corporate officer or20



employee or limited liability company manager or member assessments. For21



purposes of determining interest and penalties, the due date will be22



considered to be the date on which the credits were used by the licensees23



to whom the credits were transferred.24



(10) If a written protest is filed by the ethanol producer with the25



department within the sixty-day period in subsection (9) of this section,26



the protest shall: (a) Identify the ethanol producer; (b) identify the27



proposed assessment which is being protested; (c) set forth each ground28



under which a redetermination of the department's position is requested29



together with facts sufficient to acquaint the department with the exact30



basis thereof; (d) demand the relief to which the ethanol producer31
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considers itself entitled; and (e) request that an evidentiary hearing be1



held to determine any issues raised by the protest if the ethanol2



producer desires such a hearing.3



(11) For applications received after April 16, 2004, an ethanol4



facility receiving benefits under the Ethanol Development Act shall not5



be eligible for benefits under the Employment and Investment Growth Act,6



the Invest Nebraska Act, or the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the ImagiNE7



Nebraska Act.8



Sec. 75. Section 77-202, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is9



amended to read:10



77-202 (1) The following property shall be exempt from property11



taxes:12



(a) Property of the state and its governmental subdivisions to the13



extent used or being developed for use by the state or governmental14



subdivision for a public purpose. For purposes of this subdivision:15



(i) Property of the state and its governmental subdivisions means16



(A) property held in fee title by the state or a governmental subdivision17



or (B) property beneficially owned by the state or a governmental18



subdivision in that it is used for a public purpose and is being acquired19



under a lease-purchase agreement, financing lease, or other instrument20



which provides for transfer of legal title to the property to the state21



or a governmental subdivision upon payment of all amounts due thereunder.22



If the property to be beneficially owned by a governmental subdivision23



has a total acquisition cost that exceeds the threshold amount or will be24



used as the site of a public building with a total estimated construction25



cost that exceeds the threshold amount, then such property shall qualify26



for an exemption under this section only if the question of acquiring27



such property or constructing such public building has been submitted at28



a primary, general, or special election held within the governmental29



subdivision and has been approved by the voters of the governmental30



subdivision. For purposes of this subdivision, threshold amount means the31
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greater of fifty thousand dollars or six-tenths of one percent of the1



total actual value of real and personal property of the governmental2



subdivision that will beneficially own the property as of the end of the3



governmental subdivision's prior fiscal year; and4



(ii) Public purpose means use of the property (A) to provide public5



services with or without cost to the recipient, including the general6



operation of government, public education, public safety, transportation,7



public works, civil and criminal justice, public health and welfare,8



developments by a public housing authority, parks, culture, recreation,9



community development, and cemetery purposes, or (B) to carry out the10



duties and responsibilities conferred by law with or without11



consideration. Public purpose does not include leasing of property to a12



private party unless the lease of the property is at fair market value13



for a public purpose. Leases of property by a public housing authority to14



low-income individuals as a place of residence are for the authority's15



public purpose;16



(b) Unleased property of the state or its governmental subdivisions17



which is not being used or developed for use for a public purpose but18



upon which a payment in lieu of taxes is paid for public safety, rescue,19



and emergency services and road or street construction or maintenance20



services to all governmental units providing such services to the21



property. Except as provided in Article VIII, section 11, of the22



Constitution of Nebraska, the payment in lieu of taxes shall be based on23



the proportionate share of the cost of providing public safety, rescue,24



or emergency services and road or street construction or maintenance25



services unless a general policy is adopted by the governing body of the26



governmental subdivision providing such services which provides for a27



different method of determining the amount of the payment in lieu of28



taxes. The governing body may adopt a general policy by ordinance or29



resolution for determining the amount of payment in lieu of taxes by30



majority vote after a hearing on the ordinance or resolution. Such31
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ordinance or resolution shall nevertheless result in an equitable1



contribution for the cost of providing such services to the exempt2



property;3



(c) Property owned by and used exclusively for agricultural and4



horticultural societies;5



(d) Property owned by educational, religious, charitable, or6



cemetery organizations, or any organization for the exclusive benefit of7



any such educational, religious, charitable, or cemetery organization,8



and used exclusively for educational, religious, charitable, or cemetery9



purposes, when such property is not (i) owned or used for financial gain10



or profit to either the owner or user, (ii) used for the sale of11



alcoholic liquors for more than twenty hours per week, or (iii) owned or12



used by an organization which discriminates in membership or employment13



based on race, color, or national origin. For purposes of this14



subdivision, educational organization means (A) an institution operated15



exclusively for the purpose of offering regular courses with systematic16



instruction in academic, vocational, or technical subjects or assisting17



students through services relating to the origination, processing, or18



guarantying of federally reinsured student loans for higher education or19



(B) a museum or historical society operated exclusively for the benefit20



and education of the public. For purposes of this subdivision, charitable21



organization includes an organization operated exclusively for the22



purpose of the mental, social, or physical benefit of the public or an23



indefinite number of persons and a fraternal benefit society organized24



and licensed under sections 44-1072 to 44-10,109; and25



(e) Household goods and personal effects not owned or used for26



financial gain or profit to either the owner or user.27



(2) The increased value of land by reason of shade and ornamental28



trees planted along the highway shall not be taken into account in the29



valuation of land.30



(3) Tangible personal property which is not depreciable tangible31
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personal property as defined in section 77-119 shall be exempt from1



property tax.2



(4) Motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers required to be3



registered for operation on the highways of this state shall be exempt4



from payment of property taxes.5



(5) Business and agricultural inventory shall be exempt from the6



personal property tax. For purposes of this subsection, business7



inventory includes personal property owned for purposes of leasing or8



renting such property to others for financial gain only if the personal9



property is of a type which in the ordinary course of business is leased10



or rented thirty days or less and may be returned at the option of the11



lessee or renter at any time and the personal property is of a type which12



would be considered household goods or personal effects if owned by an13



individual. All other personal property owned for purposes of leasing or14



renting such property to others for financial gain shall not be15



considered business inventory.16



(6) Any personal property exempt pursuant to subsection (2) of17



section 77-4105 or section 77-5209.02 shall be exempt from the personal18



property tax.19



(7) Livestock shall be exempt from the personal property tax.20



(8) Any personal property exempt pursuant to the Nebraska Advantage21



Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be exempt from the personal22



property tax.23



(9) Any depreciable tangible personal property used directly in the24



generation of electricity using wind as the fuel source shall be exempt25



from the property tax levied on depreciable tangible personal property.26



Any depreciable tangible personal property used directly in the27



generation of electricity using solar, biomass, or landfill gas as the28



fuel source shall be exempt from the property tax levied on depreciable29



tangible personal property if such depreciable tangible personal property30



was installed on or after January 1, 2016, and has a nameplate capacity31
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of one hundred kilowatts or more. Depreciable tangible personal property1



used directly in the generation of electricity using wind, solar,2



biomass, or landfill gas as the fuel source includes, but is not limited3



to, wind turbines, rotors and blades, towers, solar panels, trackers,4



generating equipment, transmission components, substations, supporting5



structures or racks, inverters, and other system components such as6



wiring, control systems, switchgears, and generator step-up transformers.7



(10) Any tangible personal property that is acquired by a person8



operating a data center located in this state, that is assembled,9



engineered, processed, fabricated, manufactured into, attached to, or10



incorporated into other tangible personal property, both in component11



form or that of an assembled product, for the purpose of subsequent use12



at a physical location outside this state by the person operating a data13



center shall be exempt from the personal property tax. Such exemption14



extends to keeping, retaining, or exercising any right or power over15



tangible personal property in this state for the purpose of subsequently16



transporting it outside this state for use thereafter outside this state.17



For purposes of this subsection, data center means computers, supporting18



equipment, and other organized assembly of hardware or software that are19



designed to centralize the storage, management, or dissemination of data20



and information, environmentally controlled structures or facilities or21



interrelated structures or facilities that provide the infrastructure for22



housing the equipment, such as raised flooring, electricity supply,23



communication and data lines, Internet access, cooling, security, and24



fire suppression, and any building housing the foregoing.25



(11) For each person who owns property required to be reported to26



the county assessor under section 77-1201, there shall be allowed an27



exemption amount as provided in the Personal Property Tax Relief Act. For28



each person who owns property required to be valued by the state as29



provided in section 77-601, 77-682, 77-801, or 77-1248, there shall be30



allowed a compensating exemption factor as provided in the Personal31
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Property Tax Relief Act.1



Sec. 76. Section 77-1229, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is2



amended to read:3



77-1229 (1) Every person required by section 77-1201 to list and4



value taxable tangible personal property shall list such property upon5



the forms prescribed by the Tax Commissioner. The forms shall be6



available from the county assessor and when completed shall be signed by7



each person or his or her agent and be filed with the county assessor.8



The forms shall be filed on or before May 1 of each year.9



(2) Any person seeking a personal property exemption pursuant to10



subsection (2) of section 77-4105, or the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the11



ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall annually file a copy of the forms required12



pursuant to section 77-4105 or the act with the county assessor in each13



county in which the person is requesting exemption. The copy shall be14



filed on or before May 1. Failure to timely file the required forms shall15



cause the forfeiture of the exemption for the tax year. If a taxpayer16



pursuant to this subsection also has taxable tangible personal property,17



such property shall be listed and valued as required under subsection (1)18



of this section.19



Sec. 77. Section 77-2711, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is20



amended to read:21



77-2711 (1)(a) The Tax Commissioner shall enforce sections22



77-2701.04 to 77-2713 and may prescribe, adopt, and enforce rules and23



regulations relating to the administration and enforcement of such24



sections.25



(b) The Tax Commissioner may prescribe the extent to which any26



ruling or regulation shall be applied without retroactive effect.27



(2) The Tax Commissioner may employ accountants, auditors,28



investigators, assistants, and clerks necessary for the efficient29



administration of the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and may delegate30



authority to his or her representatives to conduct hearings, prescribe31
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regulations, or perform any other duties imposed by such act.1



(3)(a) Every seller, every retailer, and every person storing,2



using, or otherwise consuming in this state property purchased from a3



retailer shall keep such records, receipts, invoices, and other pertinent4



papers in such form as the Tax Commissioner may reasonably require.5



(b) Every such seller, retailer, or person shall keep such records6



for not less than three years from the making of such records unless the7



Tax Commissioner in writing sooner authorized their destruction.8



(4) The Tax Commissioner or any person authorized in writing by him9



or her may examine the books, papers, records, and equipment of any10



person selling property and any person liable for the use tax and may11



investigate the character of the business of the person in order to12



verify the accuracy of any return made or, if no return is made by the13



person, to ascertain and determine the amount required to be paid. In the14



examination of any person selling property or of any person liable for15



the use tax, an inquiry shall be made as to the accuracy of the reporting16



of city and county sales and use taxes for which the person is liable17



under the Local Option Revenue Act or sections 13-319, 13-324, 13-2813,18



and 77-6403 and the accuracy of the allocation made between the various19



counties, cities, villages, and municipal counties of the tax due. The20



Tax Commissioner may make or cause to be made copies of resale or21



exemption certificates and may pay a reasonable amount to the person22



having custody of the records for providing such copies.23



(5) The taxpayer shall have the right to keep or store his or her24



records at a point outside this state and shall make his or her records25



available to the Tax Commissioner at all times.26



(6) In administration of the use tax, the Tax Commissioner may27



require the filing of reports by any person or class of persons having in28



his, her, or their possession or custody information relating to sales of29



property, the storage, use, or other consumption of which is subject to30



the tax. The report shall be filed when the Tax Commissioner requires and31
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shall set forth the names and addresses of purchasers of the property,1



the sales price of the property, the date of sale, and such other2



information as the Tax Commissioner may require.3



(7) It shall be a Class I misdemeanor for the Tax Commissioner or4



any official or employee of the Tax Commissioner, the State Treasurer, or5



the Department of Administrative Services to make known in any manner6



whatever the business affairs, operations, or information obtained by an7



investigation of records and activities of any retailer or any other8



person visited or examined in the discharge of official duty or the9



amount or source of income, profits, losses, expenditures, or any10



particular thereof, set forth or disclosed in any return, or to permit11



any return or copy thereof, or any book containing any abstract or12



particulars thereof to be seen or examined by any person not connected13



with the Tax Commissioner. Nothing in this section shall be construed to14



prohibit (a) the delivery to a taxpayer, his or her duly authorized15



representative, or his or her successors, receivers, trustees, executors,16



administrators, assignees, or guarantors, if directly interested, of a17



certified copy of any return or report in connection with his or her tax,18



(b) the publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the19



identification of particular reports or returns and the items thereof,20



(c) the inspection by the Attorney General, other legal representative of21



the state, or county attorney of the reports or returns of any taxpayer22



when either (i) information on the reports or returns is considered by23



the Attorney General to be relevant to any action or proceeding24



instituted by the taxpayer or against whom an action or proceeding is25



being considered or has been commenced by any state agency or the county26



or (ii) the taxpayer has instituted an action to review the tax based27



thereon or an action or proceeding against the taxpayer for collection of28



tax or failure to comply with the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 is being29



considered or has been commenced, (d) the furnishing of any information30



to the United States Government or to states allowing similar privileges31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-78-











to the Tax Commissioner, (e) the disclosure of information and records to1



a collection agency contracting with the Tax Commissioner pursuant to2



sections 77-377.01 to 77-377.04, (f) the disclosure to another party to a3



transaction of information and records concerning the transaction between4



the taxpayer and the other party, (g) the disclosure of information5



pursuant to section 77-27,195 or 77-5731 or section 38 or 40 of this act,6



or (h) the disclosure of information to the Department of Labor necessary7



for the administration of the Employment Security Law, the Contractor8



Registration Act, or the Employee Classification Act.9



(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this10



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Postal Inspector of the11



United States Postal Service or his or her delegates to inspect the12



reports or returns of any person filed pursuant to the Nebraska Revenue13



Act of 1967 when information on the reports or returns is relevant to any14



action or proceeding instituted or being considered by the United States15



Postal Service against such person for the fraudulent use of the mails to16



carry and deliver false and fraudulent tax returns to the Tax17



Commissioner with the intent to defraud the State of Nebraska or to evade18



the payment of Nebraska state taxes.19



(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this20



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit other tax officials of this21



state to inspect the tax returns, reports, and applications filed under22



sections 77-2701.04 to 77-2713, but such inspection shall be permitted23



only for purposes of enforcing a tax law and only to the extent and under24



the conditions prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax25



Commissioner.26



(10) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this27



section, the Tax Commissioner may, upon request, provide the county board28



of any county which has exercised the authority granted by section29



81-3716 with a list of the names and addresses of the hotels located30



within the county for which lodging sales tax returns have been filed or31
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for which lodging sales taxes have been remitted for the county's County1



Visitors Promotion Fund under the Nebraska Visitors Development Act.2



The information provided by the Tax Commissioner shall indicate only3



the names and addresses of the hotels located within the requesting4



county for which lodging sales tax returns have been filed for a5



specified period and the fact that lodging sales taxes remitted by or on6



behalf of the hotel have constituted a portion of the total sum remitted7



by the state to the county for a specified period under the provisions of8



the Nebraska Visitors Development Act. No additional information shall be9



revealed.10



(11)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this11



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request by the Auditor12



of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative Audit, make tax returns13



and tax return information open to inspection by or disclosure to the14



Auditor of Public Accounts or employees of the office of Legislative15



Audit for the purpose of and to the extent necessary in making an audit16



of the Department of Revenue pursuant to section 50-1205 or 84-304.17



Confidential tax returns and tax return information shall be audited only18



upon the premises of the Department of Revenue. All audit workpapers19



pertaining to the audit of the Department of Revenue shall be stored in a20



secure place in the Department of Revenue.21



(b) No employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or the office of22



Legislative Audit shall disclose to any person, other than another23



Auditor of Public Accounts or office employee whose official duties24



require such disclosure, any return or return information described in25



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 in a form which can be associated with26



or otherwise identify, directly or indirectly, a particular taxpayer.27



(c) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall28



be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor. For purposes of this subsection,29



employee includes a former Auditor of Public Accounts or office of30



Legislative Audit employee.31
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(12) For purposes of this subsection and subsections (11) and (14)1



of this section:2



(a) Disclosure means the making known to any person in any manner a3



tax return or return information;4



(b) Return information means:5



(i) A taxpayer's identification number and (A) the nature, source,6



or amount of his or her income, payments, receipts, deductions,7



exemptions, credits, assets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax8



withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments, whether the9



taxpayer's return was, is being, or will be examined or subject to other10



investigation or processing or (B) any other data received by, recorded11



by, prepared by, furnished to, or collected by the Tax Commissioner with12



respect to a return or the determination of the existence or possible13



existence of liability or the amount of liability of any person for any14



tax, penalty, interest, fine, forfeiture, or other imposition or offense;15



and16



(ii) Any part of any written determination or any background file17



document relating to such written determination; and18



(c) Tax return or return means any tax or information return or19



claim for refund required by, provided for, or permitted under sections20



77-2701 to 77-2713 which is filed with the Tax Commissioner by, on behalf21



of, or with respect to any person and any amendment or supplement22



thereto, including supporting schedules, attachments, or lists which are23



supplemental to or part of the filed return.24



(13) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this25



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon request, provide any26



municipality which has adopted the local option sales tax under the Local27



Option Revenue Act with a list of the names and addresses of the28



retailers which have collected the local option sales tax for the29



municipality. The request may be made annually and shall be submitted to30



the Tax Commissioner on or before June 30 of each year. The information31
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provided by the Tax Commissioner shall indicate only the names and1



addresses of the retailers. The Tax Commissioner may provide additional2



information to a municipality so long as the information does not include3



any data detailing the specific revenue, expenses, or operations of any4



particular business.5



(14)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this6



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request, provide an7



individual certified under subdivision (b) of this subsection8



representing a municipality which has adopted the local option sales and9



use tax under the Local Option Revenue Act with confidential sales and10



use tax returns and sales and use tax return information regarding11



taxpayers that possess a sales tax permit and the amounts remitted by12



such permitholders at locations within the boundaries of the requesting13



municipality or with confidential business use tax returns and business14



use tax return information regarding taxpayers that file a Nebraska and15



Local Business Use Tax Return and the amounts remitted by such taxpayers16



at locations within the boundaries of the requesting municipality. Any17



written request pursuant to this subsection shall provide the Department18



of Revenue with no less than ten business days to prepare the sales and19



use tax returns and sales and use tax return information requested. Such20



returns and return information shall be viewed only upon the premises of21



the department.22



(b) Each municipality that seeks to request information under23



subdivision (a) of this subsection shall certify to the Department of24



Revenue one individual who is authorized by such municipality to make25



such request and review the documents described in subdivision (a) of26



this subsection. The individual may be a municipal employee or an27



individual who contracts with the requesting municipality to provide28



financial, accounting, or other administrative services.29



(c) No individual certified by a municipality pursuant to30



subdivision (b) of this subsection shall disclose to any person any31
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information obtained pursuant to a review under this subsection. An1



individual certified by a municipality pursuant to subdivision (b) of2



this subsection shall remain subject to this subsection after he or she3



(i) is no longer certified or (ii) is no longer in the employment of or4



under contract with the certifying municipality.5



(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall6



be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor.7



(e) The Department of Revenue shall not be held liable by any person8



for an impermissible disclosure by a municipality or any agent or9



employee thereof of any information obtained pursuant to a review under10



this subsection.11



(15) In all proceedings under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the12



Tax Commissioner may act for and on behalf of the people of the State of13



Nebraska. The Tax Commissioner in his or her discretion may waive all or14



part of any penalties provided by the provisions of such act or interest15



on delinquent taxes specified in section 45-104.02, as such rate may from16



time to time be adjusted.17



(16)(a) The purpose of this subsection is to set forth the state's18



policy for the protection of the confidentiality rights of all19



participants in the system operated pursuant to the streamlined sales and20



use tax agreement and of the privacy interests of consumers who deal with21



model 1 sellers.22



(b) For purposes of this subsection:23



(i) Anonymous data means information that does not identify a24



person;25



(ii) Confidential taxpayer information means all information that is26



protected under a member state's laws, regulations, and privileges; and27



(iii) Personally identifiable information means information that28



identifies a person.29



(c) The state agrees that a fundamental precept for model 1 sellers30



is to preserve the privacy of consumers by protecting their anonymity.31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-83-











With very limited exceptions, a certified service provider shall perform1



its tax calculation, remittance, and reporting functions without2



retaining the personally identifiable information of consumers.3



(d) The governing board of the member states in the streamlined4



sales and use tax agreement may certify a certified service provider only5



if that certified service provider certifies that:6



(i) Its system has been designed and tested to ensure that the7



fundamental precept of anonymity is respected;8



(ii) Personally identifiable information is only used and retained9



to the extent necessary for the administration of model 1 with respect to10



exempt purchasers;11



(iii) It provides consumers clear and conspicuous notice of its12



information practices, including what information it collects, how it13



collects the information, how it uses the information, how long, if at14



all, it retains the information, and whether it discloses the information15



to member states. Such notice shall be satisfied by a written privacy16



policy statement accessible by the public on the web site of the17



certified service provider;18



(iv) Its collection, use, and retention of personally identifiable19



information is limited to that required by the member states to ensure20



the validity of exemptions from taxation that are claimed by reason of a21



consumer's status or the intended use of the goods or services purchased;22



and23



(v) It provides adequate technical, physical, and administrative24



safeguards so as to protect personally identifiable information from25



unauthorized access and disclosure.26



(e) The state shall provide public notification to consumers,27



including exempt purchasers, of the state's practices relating to the28



collection, use, and retention of personally identifiable information.29



(f) When any personally identifiable information that has been30



collected and retained is no longer required for the purposes set forth31
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in subdivision (16)(d)(iv) of this section, such information shall no1



longer be retained by the member states.2



(g) When personally identifiable information regarding an individual3



is retained by or on behalf of the state, it shall provide reasonable4



access by such individual to his or her own information in the state's5



possession and a right to correct any inaccurately recorded information.6



(h) If anyone other than a member state, or a person authorized by7



that state's law or the agreement, seeks to discover personally8



identifiable information, the state from whom the information is sought9



should make a reasonable and timely effort to notify the individual of10



such request.11



(i) This privacy policy is subject to enforcement by the Attorney12



General.13



(j) All other laws and regulations regarding the collection, use,14



and maintenance of confidential taxpayer information remain fully15



applicable and binding. Without limitation, this subsection does not16



enlarge or limit the state's authority to:17



(i) Conduct audits or other reviews as provided under the agreement18



and state law;19



(ii) Provide records pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information20



Act, disclosure laws with governmental agencies, or other regulations;21



(iii) Prevent, consistent with state law, disclosure of confidential22



taxpayer information;23



(iv) Prevent, consistent with federal law, disclosure or misuse of24



federal return information obtained under a disclosure agreement with the25



Internal Revenue Service; and26



(v) Collect, disclose, disseminate, or otherwise use anonymous data27



for governmental purposes.28



Sec. 78. Section 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is29



amended to read:30



77-2715.07 (1) There shall be allowed to qualified resident31
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individuals as a nonrefundable credit against the income tax imposed by1



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:2



(a) A credit equal to the federal credit allowed under section 22 of3



the Internal Revenue Code; and4



(b) A credit for taxes paid to another state as provided in section5



77-2730.6



(2) There shall be allowed to qualified resident individuals against7



the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:8



(a) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross incomes of9



greater than twenty-nine thousand dollars, a nonrefundable credit equal10



to twenty-five percent of the federal credit allowed under section 21 of11



the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, except that for taxable12



years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1, 2015, such13



nonrefundable credit shall be allowed only if the individual would have14



received the federal credit allowed under section 21 of the code after15



adding back in any carryforward of a net operating loss that was deducted16



pursuant to such section in determining eligibility for the federal17



credit;18



(b) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross income of19



twenty-nine thousand dollars or less, a refundable credit equal to a20



percentage of the federal credit allowable under section 21 of the21



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, whether or not the federal22



credit was limited by the federal tax liability. The percentage of the23



federal credit shall be one hundred percent for incomes not greater than24



twenty-two thousand dollars, and the percentage shall be reduced by ten25



percent for each one thousand dollars, or fraction thereof, by which the26



reported federal adjusted gross income exceeds twenty-two thousand27



dollars, except that for taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or28



after January 1, 2015, such refundable credit shall be allowed only if29



the individual would have received the federal credit allowed under30



section 21 of the code after adding back in any carryforward of a net31
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operating loss that was deducted pursuant to such section in determining1



eligibility for the federal credit;2



(c) A refundable credit as provided in section 77-5209.01 for3



individuals who qualify for an income tax credit as a qualified beginning4



farmer or livestock producer under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act5



for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1,6



2006, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended;7



(d) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an income8



tax credit under the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska9



Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research10



and Development Act, or the Volunteer Emergency Responders Incentive Act;11



and12



(e) A refundable credit equal to ten percent of the federal credit13



allowed under section 32 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as14



amended, except that for taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or15



after January 1, 2015, such refundable credit shall be allowed only if16



the individual would have received the federal credit allowed under17



section 32 of the code after adding back in any carryforward of a net18



operating loss that was deducted pursuant to such section in determining19



eligibility for the federal credit.20



(3) There shall be allowed to all individuals as a nonrefundable21



credit against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of22



1967:23



(a) A credit for personal exemptions allowed under section24



77-2716.01;25



(b) A credit for contributions to certified community betterment26



programs as provided in the Community Development Assistance Act. Each27



partner, each shareholder of an electing subchapter S corporation, each28



beneficiary of an estate or trust, or each member of a limited liability29



company shall report his or her share of the credit in the same manner30



and proportion as he or she reports the partnership, subchapter S31
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corporation, estate, trust, or limited liability company income;1



(c) A credit for investment in a biodiesel facility as provided in2



section 77-27,236;3



(d) A credit as provided in the New Markets Job Growth Investment4



Act;5



(e) A credit as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet6



Revitalization Act;7



(f) A credit to employers as provided in section 77-27,238; and8



(g) A credit as provided in the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act.9



(4) There shall be allowed as a credit against the income tax10



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:11



(a) A credit to all resident estates and trusts for taxes paid to12



another state as provided in section 77-2730;13



(b) A credit to all estates and trusts for contributions to14



certified community betterment programs as provided in the Community15



Development Assistance Act; and16



(c) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an income17



tax credit as an owner of agricultural assets under the Beginning Farmer18



Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or19



after January 1, 2009, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as20



amended. The credit allowed for each partner, shareholder, member, or21



beneficiary of a partnership, corporation, limited liability company, or22



estate or trust qualifying for an income tax credit as an owner of23



agricultural assets under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act shall be24



equal to the partner's, shareholder's, member's, or beneficiary's portion25



of the amount of tax credit distributed pursuant to subsection (6) of26



section 77-5211.27



(5)(a) For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2007,28



and before January 1, 2009, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as29



amended, there shall be allowed to each partner, shareholder, member, or30



beneficiary of a partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-88-











company, or estate or trust a nonrefundable credit against the income tax1



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 equal to fifty percent of the2



partner's, shareholder's, member's, or beneficiary's portion of the3



amount of franchise tax paid to the state under sections 77-3801 to4



77-3807 by a financial institution.5



(b) For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2009,6



under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, there shall be7



allowed to each partner, shareholder, member, or beneficiary of a8



partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability company, or9



estate or trust a nonrefundable credit against the income tax imposed by10



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 equal to the partner's, shareholder's,11



member's, or beneficiary's portion of the amount of franchise tax paid to12



the state under sections 77-3801 to 77-3807 by a financial institution.13



(c) Each partner, shareholder, member, or beneficiary shall report14



his or her share of the credit in the same manner and proportion as he or15



she reports the partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability16



company, or estate or trust income. If any partner, shareholder, member,17



or beneficiary cannot fully utilize the credit for that year, the credit18



may not be carried forward or back.19



(6) There shall be allowed to all individuals nonrefundable credits20



against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as21



provided in section 77-3604 and refundable credits against the income tax22



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as provided in section23



77-3605.24



(7)(a) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after25



January 1, 2020, and before January 1, 2026, under the Internal Revenue26



Code of 1986, as amended, a nonrefundable credit against the income tax27



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 in the amount of five28



thousand dollars shall be allowed to any individual who purchases a29



residence during the taxable year if such residence:30



(i) Is located within an area that has been declared an extremely31
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blighted area under section 18-2101.02;1



(ii) Is the individual's primary residence; and2



(iii) Was not purchased from a family member of the individual or a3



family member of the individual's spouse.4



(b) The credit provided in this subsection shall be claimed for the5



taxable year in which the residence is purchased. If the individual6



cannot fully utilize the credit for such year, the credit may be carried7



forward to subsequent taxable years until fully utilized.8



(c) No more than one credit may be claimed under this subsection9



with respect to a single residence.10



(d) The credit provided in this subsection shall be subject to11



recapture by the Department of Revenue if the individual claiming the12



credit sells or otherwise transfers the residence or quits using the13



residence as his or her primary residence within five years after the end14



of the taxable year in which the credit was claimed.15



(e) For purposes of this subsection, family member means an16



individual's spouse, child, parent, brother, sister, grandchild, or17



grandparent, whether by blood, marriage, or adoption.18



(8) There shall be allowed to all individuals refundable credits19



against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as20



provided in the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.21



Sec. 79. Section 77-2717, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is22



amended to read:23



77-2717 (1)(a)(i) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin24



before January 1, 2014, the tax imposed on all resident estates and25



trusts shall be a percentage of the federal taxable income of such26



estates and trusts as modified in section 77-2716, plus a percentage of27



the federal alternative minimum tax and the federal tax on premature or28



lump-sum distributions from qualified retirement plans. The additional29



taxes shall be recomputed by (A) substituting Nebraska taxable income for30



federal taxable income, (B) calculating what the federal alternative31
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minimum tax would be on Nebraska taxable income and adjusting such1



calculations for any items which are reflected differently in the2



determination of federal taxable income, and (C) applying Nebraska rates3



to the result. The federal credit for prior year minimum tax, after the4



recomputations required by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, and the5



credits provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act6



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act shall be allowed7



as a reduction in the income tax due. A refundable income tax credit8



shall be allowed for all resident estates and trusts under the Angel9



Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax10



Credit Act, and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act. A11



nonrefundable income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates12



and trusts as provided in the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act.13



(ii) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after14



January 1, 2014, the tax imposed on all resident estates and trusts shall15



be a percentage of the federal taxable income of such estates and trusts16



as modified in section 77-2716, plus a percentage of the federal tax on17



premature or lump-sum distributions from qualified retirement plans. The18



additional taxes shall be recomputed by substituting Nebraska taxable19



income for federal taxable income and applying Nebraska rates to the20



result. The credits provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise21



Tax Credit Act and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act22



shall be allowed as a reduction in the income tax due. A refundable23



income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates and trusts24



under the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage25



Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, and the Nebraska Advantage Research and26



Development Act, and the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act. A27



nonrefundable income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates28



and trusts as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet29



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School30



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and31
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section 77-27,238.1



(b) The tax imposed on all nonresident estates and trusts shall be2



the portion of the tax imposed on resident estates and trusts which is3



attributable to the income derived from sources within this state. The4



tax which is attributable to income derived from sources within this5



state shall be determined by multiplying the liability to this state for6



a resident estate or trust with the same total income by a fraction, the7



numerator of which is the nonresident estate's or trust's Nebraska income8



as determined by sections 77-2724 and 77-2725 and the denominator of9



which is its total federal income after first adjusting each by the10



amounts provided in section 77-2716. The federal credit for prior year11



minimum tax, after the recomputations required by the Nebraska Revenue12



Act of 1967, reduced by the percentage of the total income which is13



attributable to income from sources outside this state, and the credits14



provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act and the15



Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act shall be allowed as a16



reduction in the income tax due. A refundable income tax credit shall be17



allowed for all nonresident estates and trusts under the Angel Investment18



Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act,19



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, and the20



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act. A nonrefundable income tax21



credit shall be allowed for all nonresident estates and trusts as22



provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act,23



the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School Readiness Tax24



Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238.25



(2) In all instances wherein a fiduciary income tax return is26



required under the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, a Nebraska27



fiduciary return shall be filed, except that a fiduciary return shall not28



be required to be filed regarding a simple trust if all of the trust's29



beneficiaries are residents of the State of Nebraska, all of the trust's30



income is derived from sources in this state, and the trust has no31
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federal tax liability. The fiduciary shall be responsible for making the1



return for the estate or trust for which he or she acts, whether the2



income be taxable to the estate or trust or to the beneficiaries thereof.3



The fiduciary shall include in the return a statement of each4



beneficiary's distributive share of net income when such income is5



taxable to such beneficiaries.6



(3) The beneficiaries of such estate or trust who are residents of7



this state shall include in their income their proportionate share of8



such estate's or trust's federal income and shall reduce their Nebraska9



tax liability by their proportionate share of the credits as provided in10



the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage11



Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research and12



Development Act, the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization13



Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School Readiness Tax14



Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, the Renewable Chemical15



Production Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238. There shall be allowed16



to a beneficiary a refundable income tax credit under the Beginning17



Farmer Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin18



on or after January 1, 2001, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as19



amended.20



(4) If any beneficiary of such estate or trust is a nonresident21



during any part of the estate's or trust's taxable year, he or she shall22



file a Nebraska income tax return which shall include (a) in Nebraska23



adjusted gross income that portion of the estate's or trust's Nebraska24



income, as determined under sections 77-2724 and 77-2725, allocable to25



his or her interest in the estate or trust and (b) a reduction of the26



Nebraska tax liability by his or her proportionate share of the credits27



as provided in the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska28



Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research29



and Development Act, the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet30



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School31
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Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, the1



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238 and2



shall execute and forward to the fiduciary, on or before the original due3



date of the Nebraska fiduciary return, an agreement which states that he4



or she will file a Nebraska income tax return and pay income tax on all5



income derived from or connected with sources in this state, and such6



agreement shall be attached to the Nebraska fiduciary return for such7



taxable year.8



(5) In the absence of the nonresident beneficiary's executed9



agreement being attached to the Nebraska fiduciary return, the estate or10



trust shall remit a portion of such beneficiary's income which was11



derived from or attributable to Nebraska sources with its Nebraska return12



for the taxable year. For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin13



before January 1, 2013, the amount of remittance, in such instance, shall14



be the highest individual income tax rate determined under section15



77-2715.02 multiplied by the nonresident beneficiary's share of the16



estate or trust income which was derived from or attributable to sources17



within this state. For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or18



after January 1, 2013, the amount of remittance, in such instance, shall19



be the highest individual income tax rate determined under section20



77-2715.03 multiplied by the nonresident beneficiary's share of the21



estate or trust income which was derived from or attributable to sources22



within this state. The amount remitted shall be allowed as a credit23



against the Nebraska income tax liability of the beneficiary.24



(6) The Tax Commissioner may allow a nonresident beneficiary to not25



file a Nebraska income tax return if the nonresident beneficiary's only26



source of Nebraska income was his or her share of the estate's or trust's27



income which was derived from or attributable to sources within this28



state, the nonresident did not file an agreement to file a Nebraska29



income tax return, and the estate or trust has remitted the amount30



required by subsection (5) of this section on behalf of such nonresident31
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beneficiary. The amount remitted shall be retained in satisfaction of the1



Nebraska income tax liability of the nonresident beneficiary.2



(7) For purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise3



requires, simple trust shall mean any trust instrument which (a) requires4



that all income shall be distributed currently to the beneficiaries, (b)5



does not allow amounts to be paid, permanently set aside, or used in the6



tax year for charitable purposes, and (c) does not distribute amounts7



allocated in the corpus of the trust. Any trust which does not qualify as8



a simple trust shall be deemed a complex trust.9



(8) For purposes of this section, any beneficiary of an estate or10



trust that is a grantor trust of a nonresident shall be disregarded and11



this section shall apply as though the nonresident grantor was the12



beneficiary.13



Sec. 80. Section 77-2734.03, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,14



is amended to read:15



77-2734.03 (1)(a) For taxable years commencing prior to January 1,16



1997, any (i) insurer paying a tax on premiums and assessments pursuant17



to section 77-908 or 81-523, (ii) electric cooperative organized under18



the Joint Public Power Authority Act, or (iii) credit union shall be19



credited, in the computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue20



Act of 1967, with the amount paid during the taxable year as taxes on21



such premiums and assessments and taxes in lieu of intangible tax.22



(b) For taxable years commencing on or after January 1, 1997, any23



insurer paying a tax on premiums and assessments pursuant to section24



77-908 or 81-523, any electric cooperative organized under the Joint25



Public Power Authority Act, or any credit union shall be credited, in the26



computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, with27



the amount paid during the taxable year as (i) taxes on such premiums and28



assessments included as Nebraska premiums and assessments under section29



77-2734.05 and (ii) taxes in lieu of intangible tax.30



(c) For taxable years commencing or deemed to commence prior to, on,31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-95-











or after January 1, 1998, any insurer paying a tax on premiums and1



assessments pursuant to section 77-908 or 81-523 shall be credited, in2



the computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967,3



with the amount paid during the taxable year as assessments allowed as an4



offset against premium and related retaliatory tax liability pursuant to5



section 44-4233.6



(2) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a tax credit for7



contributions to community betterment programs as provided in the8



Community Development Assistance Act.9



(3) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a refundable10



income tax credit under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act for all11



taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1, 2001,12



under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.13



(4) The changes made to this section by Laws 2004, LB 983, apply to14



motor fuels purchased during any tax year ending or deemed to end on or15



after January 1, 2005, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as16



amended.17



(5) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers refundable income18



tax credits under the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act,19



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, and the20



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.21



(6) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a nonrefundable22



income tax credit for investment in a biodiesel facility as provided in23



section 77-27,236.24



(7) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a nonrefundable25



income tax credit as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet26



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School27



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and28



section 77-27,238.29



Sec. 81. Section 77-27,119, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is30



amended to read:31
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77-27,119 (1) The Tax Commissioner shall administer and enforce the1



income tax imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135, and he or she is2



authorized to conduct hearings, to adopt and promulgate such rules and3



regulations, and to require such facts and information to be reported as4



he or she may deem necessary to enforce the income tax provisions of such5



sections, except that such rules, regulations, and reports shall not be6



inconsistent with the laws of this state or the laws of the United7



States. The Tax Commissioner may for enforcement and administrative8



purposes divide the state into a reasonable number of districts in which9



branch offices may be maintained.10



(2)(a) The Tax Commissioner may prescribe the form and contents of11



any return or other document required to be filed under the income tax12



provisions. Such return or other document shall be compatible as to form13



and content with the return or document required by the laws of the14



United States. The form shall have a place where the taxpayer shall15



designate the high school district in which he or she lives and the16



county in which the high school district is headquartered. The Tax17



Commissioner shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may18



be necessary to insure compliance with this requirement.19



(b) The State Department of Education, with the assistance and20



cooperation of the Department of Revenue, shall develop a uniform system21



for numbering all school districts in the state. Such system shall be22



consistent with the data processing needs of the Department of Revenue23



and shall be used for the school district identification required by24



subdivision (a) of this subsection.25



(c) The proper filing of an income tax return shall consist of the26



submission of such form as prescribed by the Tax Commissioner or an exact27



facsimile thereof with sufficient information provided by the taxpayer on28



the face of the form from which to compute the actual tax liability. Each29



taxpayer shall include such taxpayer's correct social security number or30



state identification number and the school district identification number31
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of the school district in which the taxpayer resides on the face of the1



form. A filing is deemed to occur when the required information is2



provided.3



(3) The Tax Commissioner, for the purpose of ascertaining the4



correctness of any return or other document required to be filed under5



the income tax provisions, for the purpose of determining corporate6



income, individual income, and withholding tax due, or for the purpose of7



making an estimate of taxable income of any person, shall have the power8



to examine or to cause to have examined, by any agent or representative9



designated by him or her for that purpose, any books, papers, records, or10



memoranda bearing upon such matters and may by summons require the11



attendance of the person responsible for rendering such return or other12



document or remitting any tax, or any officer or employee of such person,13



or the attendance of any other person having knowledge in the premises,14



and may take testimony and require proof material for his or her15



information, with power to administer oaths or affirmations to such16



person or persons.17



(4) The time and place of examination pursuant to this section shall18



be such time and place as may be fixed by the Tax Commissioner and as are19



reasonable under the circumstances. In the case of a summons, the date20



fixed for appearance before the Tax Commissioner shall not be less than21



twenty days from the time of service of the summons.22



(5) No taxpayer shall be subjected to unreasonable or unnecessary23



examinations or investigations.24



(6) Except in accordance with proper judicial order or as otherwise25



provided by law, it shall be unlawful for the Tax Commissioner, any26



officer or employee of the Tax Commissioner, any person engaged or27



retained by the Tax Commissioner on an independent contract basis, any28



person who pursuant to this section is permitted to inspect any report or29



return or to whom a copy, an abstract, or a portion of any report or30



return is furnished, any employee of the State Treasurer or the31
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Department of Administrative Services, or any other person to divulge,1



make known, or use in any manner the amount of income or any particulars2



set forth or disclosed in any report or return required except for the3



purpose of enforcing sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135. The officers charged4



with the custody of such reports and returns shall not be required to5



produce any of them or evidence of anything contained in them in any6



action or proceeding in any court, except on behalf of the Tax7



Commissioner in an action or proceeding under the provisions of the tax8



law to which he or she is a party or on behalf of any party to any action9



or proceeding under such sections when the reports or facts shown thereby10



are directly involved in such action or proceeding, in either of which11



events the court may require the production of, and may admit in12



evidence, so much of such reports or of the facts shown thereby as are13



pertinent to the action or proceeding and no more. Nothing in this14



section shall be construed (a) to prohibit the delivery to a taxpayer,15



his or her duly authorized representative, or his or her successors,16



receivers, trustees, personal representatives, administrators, assignees,17



or guarantors, if directly interested, of a certified copy of any return18



or report in connection with his or her tax, (b) to prohibit the19



publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the identification20



of particular reports or returns and the items thereof, (c) to prohibit21



the inspection by the Attorney General, other legal representatives of22



the state, or a county attorney of the report or return of any taxpayer23



who brings an action to review the tax based thereon, against whom an24



action or proceeding for collection of tax has been instituted, or25



against whom an action, proceeding, or prosecution for failure to comply26



with the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 is being considered or has been27



commenced, (d) to prohibit furnishing to the Nebraska Workers'28



Compensation Court the names, addresses, and identification numbers of29



employers, and such information shall be furnished on request of the30



court, (e) to prohibit the disclosure of information and records to a31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-99-











collection agency contracting with the Tax Commissioner pursuant to1



sections 77-377.01 to 77-377.04, (f) to prohibit the disclosure of2



information pursuant to section 77-27,195, 77-4110, or 77-5731 or section3



38 or 40 of this act, (g) to prohibit the disclosure to the Public4



Employees Retirement Board of the addresses of individuals who are5



members of the retirement systems administered by the board, and such6



information shall be furnished to the board solely for purposes of its7



administration of the retirement systems upon written request, which8



request shall include the name and social security number of each9



individual for whom an address is requested, (h) to prohibit the10



disclosure of information to the Department of Labor necessary for the11



administration of the Employment Security Law, the Contractor12



Registration Act, or the Employee Classification Act, (i) to prohibit the13



disclosure to the Department of Motor Vehicles of tax return information14



pertaining to individuals, corporations, and businesses determined by the15



Department of Motor Vehicles to be delinquent in the payment of amounts16



due under agreements pursuant to the International Fuel Tax Agreement17



Act, and such disclosure shall be strictly limited to information18



necessary for the administration of the act, (j) to prohibit the19



disclosure under section 42-358.08, 43-512.06, or 43-3327 to any court-20



appointed individuals, the county attorney, any authorized attorney, or21



the Department of Health and Human Services of an absent parent's22



address, social security number, amount of income, health insurance23



information, and employer's name and address for the exclusive purpose of24



establishing and collecting child, spousal, or medical support, (k) to25



prohibit the disclosure of information to the Department of Insurance,26



the Nebraska State Historical Society, or the State Historic Preservation27



Officer as necessary to carry out the Department of Revenue's28



responsibilities under the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet29



Revitalization Act, or (l) to prohibit the disclosure to the Department30



of Insurance of information pertaining to authorization for, and use of,31
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tax credits under the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act. Information1



so obtained shall be used for no other purpose. Any person who violates2



this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and shall upon conviction3



thereof be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five4



hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than five years, or be both so5



fined and imprisoned, in the discretion of the court and shall be6



assessed the costs of prosecution. If the offender is an officer or7



employee of the state, he or she shall be dismissed from office and be8



ineligible to hold any public office in this state for a period of two9



years thereafter.10



(7) Reports and returns required to be filed under income tax11



provisions of sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135 shall be preserved until the12



Tax Commissioner orders them to be destroyed.13



(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this14



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Secretary of the Treasury of15



the United States or his or her delegates or the proper officer of any16



state imposing an income tax, or the authorized representative of either17



such officer, to inspect the income tax returns of any taxpayer or may18



furnish to such officer or his or her authorized representative an19



abstract of the return of income of any taxpayer or supply him or her20



with information concerning an item of income contained in any return or21



disclosed by the report of any investigation of the income or return of22



income of any taxpayer, but such permission shall be granted only if the23



statutes of the United States or of such other state, as the case may be,24



grant substantially similar privileges to the Tax Commissioner of this25



state as the officer charged with the administration of the income tax26



imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135.27



(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this28



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Postal Inspector of the29



United States Postal Service or his or her delegates to inspect the30



reports or returns of any person filed pursuant to the Nebraska Revenue31
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Act of 1967 when information on the reports or returns is relevant to any1



action or proceeding instituted or being considered by the United States2



Postal Service against such person for the fraudulent use of the mails to3



carry and deliver false and fraudulent tax returns to the Tax4



Commissioner with the intent to defraud the State of Nebraska or to evade5



the payment of Nebraska state taxes.6



(10)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this7



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request by the Auditor8



of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative Audit, make tax returns9



and tax return information open to inspection by or disclosure to10



officers and employees of the Auditor of Public Accounts or employees of11



the office of Legislative Audit for the purpose of and to the extent12



necessary in making an audit of the Department of Revenue pursuant to13



section 50-1205 or 84-304. The Auditor of Public Accounts or office of14



Legislative Audit shall statistically and randomly select the tax returns15



and tax return information to be audited based upon a computer tape16



provided by the Department of Revenue which contains only total17



population documents without specific identification of taxpayers. The18



Tax Commissioner shall have the authority to approve the statistical19



sampling method used by the Auditor of Public Accounts or office of20



Legislative Audit. Confidential tax returns and tax return information21



shall be audited only upon the premises of the Department of Revenue. All22



audit workpapers pertaining to the audit of the Department of Revenue23



shall be stored in a secure place in the Department of Revenue.24



(b) When selecting tax returns or tax return information for a25



performance audit of a tax incentive program, the office of Legislative26



Audit shall select the tax returns or tax return information for either27



all or a statistically and randomly selected sample of taxpayers who have28



applied for or who have qualified for benefits under the tax incentive29



program that is the subject of the audit. When the office of Legislative30



Audit reports on its review of tax returns and tax return information, it31
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shall comply with subdivision (10)(c) of this section.1



(c) No officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or2



office of Legislative Audit employee shall disclose to any person, other3



than another officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or4



office of Legislative Audit whose official duties require such5



disclosure, any return or return information described in the Nebraska6



Revenue Act of 1967 in a form which can be associated with or otherwise7



identify, directly or indirectly, a particular taxpayer.8



(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall9



be guilty of a Class IV felony and, in the discretion of the court, may10



be assessed the costs of prosecution. The guilty officer or employee11



shall be dismissed from employment and be ineligible to hold any position12



of employment with the State of Nebraska for a period of two years13



thereafter. For purposes of this subsection, officer or employee shall14



include a former officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or15



former employee of the office of Legislative Audit.16



(11) For purposes of subsections (10) through (13) of this section:17



(a) Tax returns shall mean any tax or information return or claim18



for refund required by, provided for, or permitted under sections 77-271419



to 77-27,135 which is filed with the Tax Commissioner by, on behalf of,20



or with respect to any person and any amendment or supplement thereto,21



including supporting schedules, attachments, or lists which are22



supplemental to or part of the filed return;23



(b) Return information shall mean:24



(i) A taxpayer's identification number and (A) the nature, source,25



or amount of his or her income, payments, receipts, deductions,26



exemptions, credits, assets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax27



withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments, whether the28



taxpayer's return was, is being, or will be examined or subject to other29



investigation or processing or (B) any other data received by, recorded30



by, prepared by, furnished to, or collected by the Tax Commissioner with31
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respect to a return or the determination of the existence or possible1



existence of liability or the amount of liability of any person for any2



tax, penalty, interest, fine, forfeiture, or other imposition or offense;3



and4



(ii) Any part of any written determination or any background file5



document relating to such written determination; and6



(c) Disclosures shall mean the making known to any person in any7



manner a return or return information.8



(12) The Auditor of Public Accounts shall (a) notify the Tax9



Commissioner in writing thirty days prior to the beginning of an audit of10



his or her intent to conduct an audit, (b) provide an audit plan, and (c)11



provide a list of the tax returns and tax return information identified12



for inspection during the audit. The office of Legislative Audit shall13



notify the Tax Commissioner of the intent to conduct an audit and of the14



scope of the audit as provided in section 50-1209.15



(13) The Auditor of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative16



Audit shall, as a condition for receiving tax returns and tax return17



information: (a) Subject employees involved in the audit to the same18



confidential information safeguards and disclosure procedures as required19



of Department of Revenue employees; (b) establish and maintain a20



permanent system of standardized records with respect to any request for21



tax returns or tax return information, the reason for such request, and22



the date of such request and any disclosure of the tax return or tax23



return information; (c) establish and maintain a secure area or place in24



the Department of Revenue in which the tax returns, tax return25



information, or audit workpapers shall be stored; (d) restrict access to26



the tax returns or tax return information only to persons whose duties or27



responsibilities require access; (e) provide such other safeguards as the28



Tax Commissioner determines to be necessary or appropriate to protect the29



confidentiality of the tax returns or tax return information; (f) provide30



a report to the Tax Commissioner which describes the procedures31
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established and utilized by the Auditor of Public Accounts or office of1



Legislative Audit for insuring the confidentiality of tax returns, tax2



return information, and audit workpapers; and (g) upon completion of use3



of such returns or tax return information, return to the Tax Commissioner4



such returns or tax return information, along with any copies.5



(14) The Tax Commissioner may permit other tax officials of this6



state to inspect the tax returns and reports filed under sections 77-27147



to 77-27,135, but such inspection shall be permitted only for purposes of8



enforcing a tax law and only to the extent and under the conditions9



prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax Commissioner.10



(15) The Tax Commissioner shall compile the school district11



information required by subsection (2) of this section. Insofar as it is12



possible, such compilation shall include, but not be limited to, the13



total adjusted gross income of each school district in the state. The Tax14



Commissioner shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may15



be necessary to insure that such compilation does not violate the16



confidentiality of any individual income tax return nor conflict with any17



other provisions of state or federal law.18



Sec. 82. Section 77-27,144, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is19



amended to read:20



77-27,144 (1) The Tax Commissioner shall collect the tax imposed by21



any incorporated municipality concurrently with collection of a state tax22



in the same manner as the state tax is collected. The Tax Commissioner23



shall remit monthly the proceeds of the tax to the incorporated24



municipalities levying the tax, after deducting the amount of refunds25



made and three percent of the remainder to be credited to the Municipal26



Equalization Fund.27



(2) Deductions for a refund made pursuant to section 77-4105,28



77-4106, 77-5725, or 77-5726 shall be delayed for one year after the29



refund has been made to the taxpayer. The Department of Revenue shall30



notify the municipality liable for a refund exceeding one thousand five31
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hundred dollars of the pending refund, the amount of the refund, and the1



month in which the deduction will be made or begin, except that if the2



amount of a refund claimed under section 77-4105, 77-4106, 77-5725, or3



77-5726 exceeds twenty-five percent of the municipality's total sales and4



use tax receipts, net of any refunds or sales tax collection fees, for5



the municipality's prior fiscal year, the department shall deduct the6



refund over the period of one year in equal monthly amounts beginning7



after the one-year notification period required by this subsection. This8



subsection applies to refunds owed by cities of the first class, cities9



of the second class, and villages. This subsection applies to refunds10



beginning January 1, 2014.11



(3) Deductions for a refund made pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska12



Act shall be delayed as provided in this subsection after the refund has13



been made to the taxpayer. The Department of Revenue shall notify each14



municipality liable for a refund exceeding one thousand five hundred15



dollars of the pending refund and the amount of the refund claimed under16



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The notification shall be made by March 1 of17



each year beginning in 2021 and shall be used to establish the refund18



amount for the following calendar year. The notification shall include19



any excess or underpayment from the prior calendar year. The department20



shall deduct the refund over a period of one year in equal monthly21



amounts beginning in January following the notification. This subsection22



applies to total annual refunds exceeding one million dollars or twenty-23



five percent of the municipality's total sales and use tax receipts for24



the prior fiscal year, whichever is the lesser amount.25



(4) (3) The Tax Commissioner shall keep full and accurate records of26



all money received and distributed under the provisions of the Local27



Option Revenue Act. When proceeds of a tax levy are received but the28



identity of the incorporated municipality which levied the tax is unknown29



and is not identified within six months after receipt, the amount shall30



be credited to the Municipal Equalization Fund. The municipality may31
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request the names and addresses of the retailers which have collected the1



tax as provided in subsection (13) of section 77-2711 and may certify an2



individual to request and review confidential sales and use tax returns3



and sales and use tax return information as provided in subsection (14)4



of section 77-2711.5



(5)(a) Every qualifying business that has filed an application to6



receive tax incentives under the Employment and Investment Growth Act,7



the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall, with8



respect to such acts, provide annually to each municipality, in aggregate9



data, the maximum amount the qualifying business is eligible to receive10



in the current year in refunds of local sales and use taxes of the11



municipality and exemptions for the previous year, and the estimate of12



annual refunds of local sales and use taxes of the municipality and13



exemptions such business intends to claim in each future year. Such14



information shall be kept confidential by the municipality unless15



publicly disclosed previously by the taxpayer or by the State of16



Nebraska.17



(b) For purposes of this subsection, municipality means a18



municipality that has adopted the local option sales and use tax under19



the Local Option Revenue Act and to which the qualifying business has20



paid such sales and use tax.21



(c) The qualifying business shall provide the information to the22



municipality on or before June 30 of each year.23



(d) Any amounts held by a municipality to make sales and use tax24



refunds under the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Nebraska25



Advantage Act, and the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall not count toward any26



budgeted restricted funds limitation as provided in section 13-519 or27



toward any cash reserve limitation as provided in section 13-504.28



Sec. 83. Section 77-5905, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is29



amended to read:30



77-5905 (1) If the Department of Revenue determines that an31
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application meets the requirements of section 77-5904 and that the1



investment or employment is eligible for the credit and (a) the applicant2



is actively engaged in the operation of the microbusiness or will be3



actively engaged in the operation upon its establishment, (b) the4



applicant will make new investment or employment in the microbusiness,5



and (c) the new investment or employment will create new income or jobs,6



the department shall approve the application and authorize tentative tax7



credits to the applicant within the limits set forth in this section and8



certify the amount of tentative tax credits approved for the applicant.9



Applications for tax credits shall be considered in the order in which10



they are received.11



(2) The department may approve applications up to the adjusted limit12



for each calendar year beginning January 1, 2006, through December 31,13



2022. After applications totaling the adjusted limit have been approved14



for a calendar year, no further applications shall be approved for that15



year. The adjusted limit in a given year is two million dollars plus16



tentative tax credits that were not granted by the end of the preceding17



year. Tax credits shall not be allowed for a taxpayer receiving benefits18



under the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Nebraska Advantage19



Act, or the Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act, or the ImagiNE20



Nebraska Act.21



Sec. 84. Section 81-125, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is22



amended to read:23



81-125 The Governor shall on or before January 15 of each odd-24



numbered year present to the Legislature a complete budget for all the25



activities of the state receiving appropriations or requesting26



appropriations, except that the Governor during his or her first year in27



office shall present such budget to the Legislature on or before February28



1. Such budget shall be a tentative work program for the coming biennium,29



shall contain a full and itemized report of the expenditures from30



appropriations made by the previous Legislature and the items which the31
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Governor deems worthy of consideration for the coming biennium, for the1



respective departments, offices, and institutions, and for all other2



purposes, and shall contain the estimated revenue from taxation, the3



estimated revenue from sources other than taxation, an estimate of the4



amount required to be raised by taxation and the sales and income tax5



rates necessary to raise such amount, the revenue foregone by operation6



of laws in effect at the time of such report granting tax expenditures7



and reduced tax liabilities as identified in the reports report required8



by section 77-5731 and section 38 of this act, and recommendations as to9



deficiency funding requirements pursuant to section 81-126. The summary10



of the tax expenditure report prepared pursuant to subsection (1) of11



section 77-385 and a summary of the reports report required by section12



77-5731 and section 38 of this act shall be included with or appended to13



the budget presented to the Legislature. The Governor may make14



recommendations whether to continue or eliminate, in whole or in part,15



each tax expenditure and incentive program or to limit the duration of16



particular tax expenditures and incentives to a fixed number of years and17



shall include his or her reasoning for each recommendation, if any. The18



recommendations shall be transmitted to the Revenue Committee of the19



Legislature at the same time the Governor submits a budget as required in20



this section. The budget as transmitted to the Legislature shall show the21



estimated requirements for each activity of the state as prepared by the22



Department of Administrative Services and the final recommendation of the23



Governor. The budget shall comprise the complete report to the24



Legislature of all appropriations made for the current biennium and25



expenditures therefrom by all agencies receiving appropriations, and the26



report of expenditures contained in the budget shall be in lieu of all27



other biennial or other financial reports required by statute to the28



Legislature by expending agencies of appropriations and expenditures for29



their own activities except the biennial report of the State Treasurer30



and Director of Administrative Services.31
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Sec. 85. Section 84-602.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,1



2018, is amended to read:2



84-602.03 For purposes of the Taxpayer Transparency Act:3



(1)(a) Expenditure of state funds means all expenditures of state4



receipts, whether appropriated or nonappropriated, by a state entity in5



forms including, but not limited to:6



(i) Grants;7



(ii) Contracts;8



(iii) Subcontracts;9



(iv) State aid to political subdivisions;10



(v) Tax refunds or credits that may be disclosed pursuant to the11



Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit12



Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, or the Nebraska13



Advantage Rural Development Act, or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and14



(vi) Any other disbursement of state receipts by a state entity in15



the performance of its functions;16



(b) Expenditure of state funds includes expenditures authorized by17



the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska, the Board of Trustees18



of the Nebraska State Colleges, or a public corporation pursuant to19



sections 85-403 to 85-411; and20



(c) Expenditure of state funds does not include the transfer of21



funds between two state entities, payments of state, federal, or other22



assistance to an individual, or the expenditure of pass-through funds;23



(2) Pass-through funds means any funds received by a state entity if24



the state entity is acting only as an intermediary or custodian with25



respect to such funds and is obligated to pay or otherwise return such26



funds to the person entitled thereto;27



(3) State entity means (a) any agency, board, commission, or28



department of the state and (b) any other body created by state statute29



that includes a person appointed by the Governor, the head of any state30



agency or department, an employee of the State of Nebraska, or any31
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combination of such persons and that is empowered pursuant to such1



statute to collect and disburse state receipts; and2



(4) State receipts means revenue or other income received by a state3



entity from tax receipts, fees, charges, interest, or other sources which4



is (a) used by the state entity to pay the expenses necessary to perform5



the state entity’s functions and (b) reported to the State Treasurer in6



total amounts by category of income. State receipts does not include7



pass-through funds.8



Sec. 86.  This act becomes operative on January 1, 2021.9



Sec. 87.  If any section in this act or any part of any section is10



declared invalid or unconstitutional, the declaration shall not affect11



the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions.12



Sec. 88.  Original sections 77-202, 77-1229, 77-2717, 77-2734.03,13



77-27,119, 77-27,144, 77-5905, and 81-125, Reissue Revised Statutes of14



Nebraska, sections 18-2119, 18-2710.03, 49-801.01, and 84-602.03, Revised15



Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 2018, and sections 50-1209, 66-1344,16



77-2711, and 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, are repealed.17
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This week, we received welcome economic news—inflation is coming down. This is a
reason for optimism for the holiday season and the year ahead.


Annual inflation has fallen for the last five months, with gas prices falling and food
price increases slowing.


Core inflation—a key measure for economists—has also slowed.


President Biden’s economic plan is showing results:


Inflation is lower as we see a much-needed slowdown ahead of the holidays
Gas prices are down—at an average of $3.25, they are cheaper than they were a year
ago, before Putin’s war
GDP is up—the economy grew at 2.9% last quarter
Jobs are up—more than 260,000 were created last month for 10.5 million total jobs
since President Biden took office
Manufacturing is booming—750,000 manufacturing jobs have been created under
President Biden
Unemployment is down—near a 50-year low







Wages are up—rising 0.5% last month
We’re making real progress on the President’s top economic priority—tackling
inflation while we transition to a period of stable, steady economic growth.
The President’s plan to build an economy from the bottom up and middle out is
working.


Biden Administration Announces COVID-19 Winter
Preparedness Plan


This week, the Biden Administration announced a plan to stay ahead of an increase in
COVID-19 cases this winter. While COVID-19 is not the disruptive force it once was, the
virus continues to evolve, and cases are on the rise again as families are spending more
time indoors and gathering for the holidays. Throughout the COVID-19 response, this
Administration has been prepared for whatever the virus throws our way – and this







moment is no different. The Administration’s COVID-19 Winter Preparedness Plan
includes:


Expanding easy access to free COVID-19 testing options in the winter. 


Making free at-home, rapid COVID-19 tests available through COVIDTests.gov. For
more information, people can visit www.COVIDTests.gov. 
Distributing more free tests to Americans at trusted locations. 


Making vaccinations and treatments readily available to all Americans as
cases rise.


Offering resources and assistance to increase vaccinations and respond to a possible
surge. 
Collaborating with communities to open pop-up and/or mobile vaccination sites. 
Getting additional resources to community health centers and aging and disability
networks to support COVID-19 vaccination efforts. 


Focusing on protecting the highest-risk Americans. 


Releasing a winter playbook for nursing homes and long-term care facilities. 
Expanding the pool of providers that may administer COVID-19 vaccinations. 
Reaching out to governors on nursing home vaccinations. 
Encouraging hospitals to offer COVID-19 vaccinations to patients before discharge.


Full Fact Sheet here
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Biden-Harris Administration Releases Inflation Reduction
Act Guidebook for Clean Energy and Climate Programs







This week, the White House released the first edition of a new resource titled Building a
Clean Energy Economy: A Guidebook to the Inflation Reduction Act’s Investments in
Clean Energy and Climate Action, which provides clear descriptions of the law’s tax
incentives and funding programs to build a clean energy economy, lower energy costs,
tackle climate change, and reduce harmful pollution.


The Guidebook will help state, local, territorial, and Tribal leaders, the private sector, non-
profit organizations, homeowners, and communities better understand how they can
benefit from these investments and unlock the full potential of the law. The Guidebook
walks through the law program-by-program and provides background on each program’s
purpose, eligibility requirements, period of availability, and other key details. 


Since President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act four months ago, his
administration has been working quickly to design, develop, and implement its programs.
This Guidebook provides information on current and prospective clean energy and climate
programs. In the coming weeks and months, new developments will be published
on www.CleanEnergy.gov to keep stakeholders and potential beneficiaries up to date on
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the latest deadlines and details.


In a letter at the beginning of the Guidebook, John Podesta, President Biden’s Senior
Advisor for Clean Energy Innovation and Implementation, said:


“When President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act into law in August 2022, he said
the new law ‘is not just about today, it’s about tomorrow. It’s about delivering progress and
prosperity to American families.’ The Inflation Reduction Act makes a historic
commitment to build a new clean energy economy, powered by American innovators,
American workers, and American manufacturers, that will create good-paying, union jobs
and cut the pollution that is fueling the climate crisis and driving environmental injustice.”


Full Release here


Full Guidebook here


Remarks by President Biden and Vice President Harris at
Signing of H.R. 8404, the Respect for Marriage Act
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Today is a good day. A day America takes a vital step toward equality, toward liberty and
justice, not just for some, but for everyone — everyone. Toward creating a nation where
decency, dignity, and love are recognized, honored, and protected. 


Today, I sign the Respect for Marriage Act into the law. 


Deciding whether to marry, who to marry is one of the most profound decisions a person
can make.  And as I’ve said before, and some of you might remember, on a certain TV show
10 years ago  — I got in trouble. Marriage — I mean this with all my heart — marriage is a
simple proposition: Who do you love, and will you be loyal with that person you love?  It’s
not more complicated than that.


For most of our nation’s history, we denied interracial couples and same-sex couples from
these protections.  We failed.  We failed to treat them with an equal dignity and respect.


And now, the law requires that interracial marriages and same-sex marriage must be







recognized as legal in every state in the nation. 


I want to thank all of you for being here today, for being part of this important movement.  


And today we celebrate our progress: From Hawaii, the first state to declare that denying
marriage of same-sex couples was unconstitutional; to Massachusetts, the first state to
legalize marriage equality for couples like Gina and Heidi, who just — you just heard from;
to all the advocates who worked to block or overturn state bans.


Full Remarks here


U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit: Strengthening Partnerships
to Meet Shared Priorities
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The U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit highlighted the U.S. commitment to expanding and
deepening our partnership with African countries, institutions, and people. Our world is
quickly changing, and U.S. engagement in Africa must evolve accordingly.  African
leadership and contributions are essential to addressing today’s pressing challenges and
achieving shared priorities. The Biden-Harris Administration is deepening longstanding
areas of cooperation while revitalizing and expanding our partnership to better meet the
shared challenges and opportunities of our era.


On December 15, the U.S. and African Union delegations released a Vision
Statement outlining the contours of this strengthened partnership.


The Biden-Harris Administration plans to invest at least $55 billion in Africa over the next
three years, working closely with Congress.  
We are dedicated to following through on these commitments and are establishing a
new Special Presidential Representative for U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit
Implementation to coordinate these efforts.  President Biden announced his intent to name
for this role Ambassador Johnnie Carson, former Assistant Secretary of State for African
Affairs and Ambassador to Kenya, Uganda, and Zimbabwe. 


Full Release here


Biden-Harris Administration Announces $1.5 Billion
Available through the 2023 RAISE Grant Program


The U.S. Department of Transportation has published a Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO) for $1.5 billion in grant funding through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant program for 2023. The popular
program helps communities around the country carry out projects with significant local or
regional impact. 


RAISE discretionary grants help project sponsors at the State and local levels, including
municipalities, Tribal governments, counties, and others complete critical freight and
passenger transportation infrastructure projects. The eligibility requirements of RAISE
allow project sponsors to obtain funding for projects that are harder to support through
other U.S. DOT grant programs.


Full Press Release here


The NOFO is available here. The deadline for applications is 11:59 PM EST on February
28, 2023 and selections will be announced no later than June 28, 2023. 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhitehouse.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Dead870b39f%26e%3Df35a9e4ca9&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C7525651133c242a5fe6b08dae07d4688%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638069125963829070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fkk%2BFDkl%2FKyDsGtudAbz2N%2F%2BFKsG1%2FlynfFShj2qWDY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhitehouse.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Dead870b39f%26e%3Df35a9e4ca9&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C7525651133c242a5fe6b08dae07d4688%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638069125963829070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fkk%2BFDkl%2FKyDsGtudAbz2N%2F%2BFKsG1%2FlynfFShj2qWDY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhitehouse.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D2576d1052e%26e%3Df35a9e4ca9&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C7525651133c242a5fe6b08dae07d4688%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638069125963829070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=On5lj%2FjkdZq%2Fq%2BXV3yfI%2F0xG%2FWO1HJXQv7Xo7JzPUjE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhitehouse.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Dafda96a1fb%26e%3Df35a9e4ca9&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C7525651133c242a5fe6b08dae07d4688%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638069125963829070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CZl%2FB57d1gIFrSCrG77N7MSY2JQw4FITA8dbrGcXAZE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhitehouse.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D6ab192b981%26e%3Df35a9e4ca9&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C7525651133c242a5fe6b08dae07d4688%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638069125963829070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kjc55%2BcpX%2BWaQpctdxzDIqghUsouWEIsRw0Xxeul9JE%3D&reserved=0





Biden Urges Vets to Apply for PACT Act


The PACT Act is a new law that expands VA health care and benefits for Veterans exposed
to burn pits, Agent Orange, and other toxic substances.


The PACT Act adds to the list of health conditions that we assume (or “presume”) are
caused by exposure to these substances. This law helps us provide generations of Veterans
—and their survivors—with the care and benefits they’ve earned and deserve.


Equity in Infrastructure Pledge


A key focus for the Administration to date has been to leverage federal spending, including
through procurement, to build wealth in underserved communities. In June 2021, on the
centennial of the Tulsa Race Massacre, the President announced a new goal to increase the
share of federal contract spend by 50 percent—by 2025, and since then the
Administration has rolled out a series of new policies and management practices to help us
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get there.


The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law offers a massive opportunity to accelerate our efforts. In
July, as part of a set of announcements focused on equitable contracting under the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the Biden-Harris Administration called upon BIL grantees
to sign the Equity in Infrastructure Project (EIP) “Pledge.” 


Under the Pledge, signatories commit to increase prime contracting opportunities for
underserved businesses, streamline processes for obtaining necessary DBE certifications,
improve payment times, and expand access to financing to help underserved businesses
meet infrastructure contracts.


Full Pledge here


Affordable Connectivity Program Outreach Grant Notice of
Funding Opportunity and Related Pilot Programs
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The FCC has taken several significant steps recently to promote and facilitate affordable
broadband service for the nation’s consumers via the Affordable Connectivity Program
(ACP), a $14.2 billion program that helps ensure that qualifying low-income households
can afford the broadband they need for work, school, healthcare and more. On November
10, 2022, the FCC released a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the ACP Outreach
Grant Program. This ACP Outreach Grant Program NOFO provides up to $60 million for
the National Competitive Outreach Program (NCOP) and a minimum of $10 million for the
Tribal Competitive Outreach Program (TCOP). The goal of the ACP Outreach Grant
Program is to facilitate the promotion of the ACP and increase awareness of and
participation in the ACP among eligible households.


ACP Outreach Grant Program
Complete applications must be received electronically through https://www.grants.gov
no later than 11:59 PM Eastern Standard Time (EST) on January 9, 2023. The FCC
anticipates making funding announcement by March 2023 following the application
submission deadline of January 9, 2023.


Pilot Program Grants
The FCC seeks Pilot Programs applications from a broad range of eligible entities and
diverse geographic regions. To be considered for the Pilot Programs, applicants must
timely and properly submit an application in compliance with the application procedures
and Pilot Program rules and requirements.


The Pilot Programs application can be accessed through the USAC portal located at:
https://forms.universalservice.org/portal/login. To complete an application,
applicants will first need to register for the Affordable Connectivity Pilot Programs
Application Portal at https://forms.universalservice.org/acppilotprograms/register. 
Detailed information on the registration process and other Pilot Programs application
instructions can be found at https://www.fcc.gov/acp-pilots.


All applications must be received electronically by 9:00 PM EST on January 9, 2023. Late
applications will not be accepted.


For further information regarding the Pilot Programs, please send an email to
ACPpilots@fcc.gov.  For more information on the Pilot Programs, visit
www.fcc.gov/acp-pilots. For more information on the Pilot Programs Grants, visit
www.fcc.gov/acp-grants.


The Federal Communications Commission Publishes Draft
Broadband Availability Map
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The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced the publication of a first draft
of the National Broadband Map showing fixed and mobile broadband availability data
submitted by internet service providers through the Commission’s Broadband Data
Collection (BDC). The new National Broadband Map displays location-level information
and is the most comprehensive, granular, and standardized data the Commission has ever
made available on broadband availability. The broadband availability data displayed on the
map reflects services available as of June 30, 2022.


Unlike previous FCC broadband availability maps, consumers, state, local,
and Tribal governments, service providers, and other entities can now dispute
the data submitted by providers and contribute to an ongoing effort to
improve the accuracy of the map. 


Stakeholders can now file challenges to the fixed and mobile broadband availability data
shown. In addition, consumers may begin to submit corrections, in the form of individual
challenges, to the location data in the Broadband Serviceable Location Fabric, a
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dataset that includes all locations in the United States and Territories where fixed
broadband internet access service has been or could be installed. 


For additional information on the BDC resources including resources to aid bulk challenge
submissions to mobile availability data, please see the Public Notice on the available bulk
challenge process resources.  For information about the background and purpose of the
BDC, please visit the Broadband Data Collection Website.


The 2023-2024 White House Fellowship Application is
Open!


The application for the 2023-2024 White House Fellowship is now open. The
application is available as of November 1, 2022, and will remain open until
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January 6, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. ET.
 
This week, Rose Vela, Director of the President’s Commission on White House Fellows,
announced the opening of the application season for the 2023-2024 White House
Fellowship year: “This uniquely non-partisan program has a distinguished legacy that
reaches back more than half a century, and we hope that Americans with a passion for
leadership and public service will take a look at the website, examine the criteria, and
consider applying – or urge others to consider applying.”


The 2023-2024 White House Fellowship program year will begin in August 2023, and
conclude in August 2024. All applicants must be United States citizens, and must have
completed their undergraduate education. With the exception of active duty military
personnel, Federal Government employees are not eligible to apply.


For more information, including details about the Fellowships, its history, and the
selection process, please visit: https://www.whitehouse.gov/get-involved/fellows/.
Any questions regarding the White House Fellowship program can be directed to
whitehousefellows@who.eop.gov.


Application Portal here


Biden-Harris Administration Resources


ReproductiveRights.Gov for the one-stop shop on resources regarding abortion access,
insurance coverage, and your reproductive rights.


COVID.gov for the one-stop shop for COVID resources, including vaccines, tests,
treatments and masks.   


Whitehouse.gov/BIL to learn more about the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.


Whitehouse.gov/ARP to learn more about how the American Rescue Plan is helping the
American people.


Cleanenergy.gov to learn how the Inflation Reduction Act will help American families
access cost-saving clean energy resources.


Weekly IGA Call
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Tune in weekly for Administration updates Thursdays at 4 PM ET. 


When: Every Thursday at 4 PM ET
Register here: 
https://pitc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_22Mkvi6UTkyboEZ0ouerPw


See you next week!
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Ranjit, Punnya
Subject: can you give me a call? DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 3:02:00 PM


 
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 11:19 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>; Eickhoff, Susan J <seickhoff@kpmg.com>; Curran, Dan
<Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Kohout, Lynn <lynn.kohout@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve
<Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Meschke,
Cassandra M <cmmeschke@kpmg.com>; Bartlett, Philip <pbbartlett@kpmg.com>; Hiatt, Sheryl
<Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Ranjit, Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this amazing opportunity
to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After review of the information provided
by your team earlier this week and meeting internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to
assist DED but we do have a couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to
proceed that are noted below:
 


         Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and Lynn we
understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of monitoring reviews is
roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for Home.  Based on our hourly rates, we
would be over the DED threshold and understand a bid process would be required.


         Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of liability clause that
basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the event DED experience losses in
connection with the agreement. It is our understanding that the State of Nebraska takes the legal
position that the limitation of liability is unconstitutional. We will have to get additional internal
approvals to complete this work if selected in the RFP process. Please note that we would work
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internally to get approvals prior to submitting an RFP.
         Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and the


University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to the State of Nebraska and the
DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this project.
 
We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability clause and
independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com


 
 
 
Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth herein and is
based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts, assumptions and/or representations
included. In rendering our advice, we may consider tax authorities that are subject to change,
retroactively and/or prospectively, and any such changes could affect the validity of our advice. We
will not update our advice for subsequent changes or modifications to the laws and regulations, or
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From: Gage, John
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 1-17-23
Date: Tuesday, January 17, 2023 9:56:35 AM


TV and Radio 
NCN: Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen to speak at Ag Expo in Beatrice 


KLKN: Gov. Pillen reveals his plans for the future of education in Nebraska on
Tuesday 


KLKN: Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen declares Monday as Religious Freedom Day 


KNOP: Getting to know new Nebraska Attorney General Mike Hilgers 


WOWT: Nebraska, Iowa leaders pay tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. 


Newsmax: New Sen. Ricketts to Newsmax: Pay-to-Play Accusation Invalid 


NPM: Senators propose banning guns in Capitol; youth at drag shows 


 


Governor 
LJS: Sports betting in Nebraska inches closer as state reports $2.8M in tax revenue
from slots in 2022 


LJS: Governor seeking applicants for Lancaster County Election Commissioner 


LJS: Don Walton: The Legislature reflects a conservative Republican state 


LJS: Hilgers moves to Nebraska attorney general job with water rights, Biden policy
challenge ahead 


LJS: Health Matters: Fewer COVID cases, but Nebraska hospitals are still 'bursting at
the seams' 


 


Agency 
OWH: Nebraska State Board of Education casts wide net for commissioner
applicants 


 


Legislature 



mailto:John.Gage@nebraska.gov

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newschannelnebraska.com%2Fstory%2F48155735%2Fnebraska-governor-jim-pillen-to-speak-at-ag-expo-in-beatrice&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C538e947f0d834bad3ca208daf8a363d5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638095677939069893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i9wUslWw%2B0YUak%2F0e2n9lGbGEb2nGphljo40hm1JqUQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.klkntv.com%2Fgov-pillen-reveals-his-plans-for-the-future-of-education-in-nebraska-on-tuesday%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C538e947f0d834bad3ca208daf8a363d5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638095677939069893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lYpBYOgCz8GNKMnfFBahh6teYcyVUaaM393uIFpmY7I%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.klkntv.com%2Fgov-pillen-reveals-his-plans-for-the-future-of-education-in-nebraska-on-tuesday%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C538e947f0d834bad3ca208daf8a363d5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638095677939069893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lYpBYOgCz8GNKMnfFBahh6teYcyVUaaM393uIFpmY7I%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.klkntv.com%2Fnebraska-gov-jim-pillen-declares-jan-16-as-religious-freedom-day%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C538e947f0d834bad3ca208daf8a363d5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638095677939069893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YudW4ZE8bC3salQ%2FWXPmHjoi3Qnt9EpM1I2v%2BmzTHSI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knopnews2.com%2F2023%2F01%2F13%2Fgetting-know-new-nebraska-attorney-general-mike-hilgers%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C538e947f0d834bad3ca208daf8a363d5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638095677939069893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l0QPBP5S3QJpb0UpmEMbzNht%2FQvfpMu3Qf%2FzvOeYaE0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wowt.com%2F2023%2F01%2F16%2Fnebraska-iowa-leaders-pay-tribute-martin-luther-king-jr%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C538e947f0d834bad3ca208daf8a363d5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638095677939069893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=phuJ9zLlTu7Loe1G9YMrX3SGImSDq7rTSGvjuZuShuE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fnewsmax-tv%2Fpete-ricketts-ben-sasse-nebraska%2F2023%2F01%2F13%2Fid%2F1104318%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C538e947f0d834bad3ca208daf8a363d5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638095677939069893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gTGXQi5vYDsJobfXMxmuGoDo%2FPiRRwIhn8n45JHfc94%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskapublicmedia.org%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fnews-articles%2Fsenators-propose-banning-guns-in-capitol-youth-at-drag-shows%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C538e947f0d834bad3ca208daf8a363d5%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638095677939069893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xbYt94H5PKPyMlDmYm7NaBmLeYRd0kkgRHHbjvL6Orw%3D&reserved=0





LJS: State senators appear poised to ask Nebraska voters to extend legislative term
limits 


OWH: Nebraska lawmaker introduces legislation to eliminate State Board of
Education 


Nebraska Examiner: Constitutional amendment would eliminate State Board of
Education 


OWH: Housing needs assessment influences multiple incoming bills in Nebraska
Legislature 


Nebraska Examiner: Bill would require local mask mandates to get city council or
county board approval 


Nebraska Examiner: With threats against politicians rising, group says it’s time to ban
guns at Nebraska State Capitol 


 


State, Local and Regional 
OWH: Nearly 20-mile ice jam on Missouri River poses risks through winter 


LJS: Wind and hail, drought conditions added up to big losses in Nebraska in 2022 


LJS: Nursing homes plead for financial help as closures, staffing shortages endanger
care 


OWH: New health care collaborative in Nebraska to step up focus on building
workforce 


LJS: A legal desert - Attorneys are scarce in Nebraska's rural areas 


OWH: OPPD to build metro area's first solar farm on shuttered landfill northwest of
Omaha 


OWH: Nebraska Public Power District to study sites for new nuclear plant in
Nebraska 


OWH: COVID cases, hospitalizations remain low in Nebraska, but boosters urged 


 


Opinion 
OWH Editorial: Ronnie Green has served UNL, Nebraskans well 


OWH Column: Blackshirts go to the best players, but they have to be earned 


OWH Public Pulse 


1. One person, one vote 
2. Injection of civility 
3. Cronyism 
4. Mail-in ballots 







5. On voting rights 
6. Sacred day 
7. Biggest supporter 


LJS Editorial, 1/15: King's words hold key to healing division 


LJS Letters 


1. Workers need amnesty 
2. Perfect time to make point 
3. GOP isn't getting the message 


 


National/Federal 
AP: Border pressures migrate north as Venezuelans head to Denver 


 


LJS: Sports betting in Nebraska inches closer as state reports $2.8M in tax
revenue from slots in 2022 
 


As revenue from slot machine players continues to roll in, Nebraskans are a small
step closer to placing the first legal sports wagers in the state. 


Tom Sage, executive director of the state’s Racing and Gaming Commission, said the
framework of rules for sports betting approved by commissioners in October has
cleared review by the Attorney General’s office. 


Sage said the rules will now go to the governor’s office for review beginning next
week. Once Gov. Jim Pillen signs off, a process that could take several weeks, they
will be submitted to the Secretary of State’s Office and become official approximately
a week after that. 


Given all of the steps needed, it’s unlikely sports betting will be legal in Nebraska by
the time the Super Bowl kicks off in February. And while March Madness could be the
state’s introduction to legal betting, the better odds are on wagers being legal by the
time college football begins and the NFL resumes in the fall. 


In setting up the rules, the Legislature required that all sports wagers be made at
casinos operating at the state’s licensed horse racing tracks, which for now includes
only the temporary spaces at WarHorse Lincoln and Grand Island’s Fonner Park. 


Those casinos generated a little more than $2.8 million in tax revenue from slot
machine wagers last year, most of that coming from WarHorse Lincoln, which opened
in September. The casino at Fonner Park generated just more than $97,000 in
gaming taxes in its first five days of operation. 


The Grand Island casino opened Dec. 27 with approximately 260 slot machines. 


Sage on Friday provided updated numbers that show the Grand Island casino
produced an additional $127,000 in gaming taxes in the first week of January. 







“I am not surprised that the emergence of a casino on our concourse level has gone
so smoothly. I have had great faith in our casino partner, Elite Casino Resorts,”
Fonner Park CEO Chris Kotulak said in an email. “I’m also delighted that the first
report of revenue numbers has been so good, but I’ll be overjoyed when I can start
routing money into purses for our races to become more attractive to regional
horsemen.” 


The opening of the casino in Grand Island did seem to draw some business from
WarHorse Lincoln, which saw revenue drop for the third month in a row. 


According to Racing and Gaming Commission data, the Lincoln casino generated just
less than $759,000 in gaming taxes last month. That was down from $810,000 in
November and $854,000 in October. 


However, gambling dollars dropped into slot machines in Lincoln appeared to
rebound in the first week of January, when the casino generated more than $228,000
in taxes. 


The two casinos combined turned over $856,000 in December, making it the best
month so far for gaming taxes, slightly better than October, the first full month of
casino operations in Lincoln. 


Casinos pay a 20% tax on their gross revenue, with 70% of the taxes paid designated
for property tax relief. 


With just three-plus months of operations in Lincoln and a few days in Grand Island,
the state’s property tax relief fund still grew by $1.96 million thanks to slot machine
players in 2022. 


“I think those are huge numbers,” Sage said during the commission’s monthly
meeting. 


The two casinos will have the racetrack casino market to themselves for at least a
couple more months until a temporary casino opens in Columbus sometime this
spring. 


The commission last month approved a provisional gaming license for Caesar’s
Entertainment to start work on a Harrah’s Casino in Columbus, but because the
casino and horse track are being built at a new location, Caesar’s needed assurance
that it can open a temporary casino in the existing horse racing facility at Ag Park and
then transfer that license to its new casino resort proposed for across town. 


That assurance came Friday in the form of an Attorney General’s opinion that
essentially says the Racing and Gaming Commission has wide latitude to make a
decision on whether a license can be transferred. 


Caesar’s and its racing partner, Columbus Exposition and Racing, have said they
hope to have the temporary casino open sometime in March. A temporary casino at
WarHorse Omaha could also open later this year. 


The work to open the temporary casinos, which took away from existing horse racing
simulcast wagering space in Omaha and Lincoln, appeared to put a drag on
parimutuel betting in the state. 







Parimutuel wagers on live and simulcast horse races set an all-time low of $55 million
in 2022, off 3% from 2021 and essentially flat with 2020, a year when some
coronavirus restrictions were in place. 


By Matt Olberding 


 


LJS: Governor seeking applicants for Lancaster County Election Commissioner 
 


Gov. Jim Pillen is seeking applicants for Lancaster County Election Commissioner, a
vacancy created with the retirement of Dave Shively on Jan. 20. 


Shively has been Lancaster County’s election commissioner for 23 years. 


State law requires the governor to appoint election commissioners for Douglas, Sarpy
and Lancaster counties to four-year terms. 


Pillen’s appointment will finish out the current term, which ends Sept. 6. Applicants
must be registered voters and have lived in Lancaster County for at least a year. 


Pillen, who said Shively has served the county admirably and has ensured the
integrity of the election process, said he plans to fill the position quickly. The deadline
to apply is Jan. 23. 


Those interested can apply through the Governor's Boards and Commissions portal
or in writing to the Office of the Governor. Additional information is available
at governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req. 


By Margaret Reist 


 


LJS: Don Walton: The Legislature reflects a conservative Republican state 
 


Although the proof is in the pudding, whatever that means, the 2023 Legislature
appears organized to deliver a largely conservative outcome following its early
organizational gnashing of teeth. 


Not surprising in a conservative Republican state. 


And just what might be expected in a system of representative government that
reflects the views of Nebraskans as expressed at the ballot box. That's how it's
supposed to work. 


No surprise when Gov. Jim Pillen said none of the nine persons that were interviewed
to fill the Senate seat vacated by Ben Sasse was a Democrat. 


"I don't believe in where this administration is going," Pillen said.  "It's big government
socialism." 


Pillen has won praise for being open, engaging and accessible, and he appears to
have a talented and mostly experienced team at his side. There's a learning curve
ahead — along with a comfort curve — but he appears to be well on his way.  



https://governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req





Pillen is authentic. 


He wore a customary pair of boots to his inauguration ceremony and appointed Pete
Ricketts to the Senate at a big event in the Governor's Hearing Room without wearing
a tie. 


A couple of days earlier, he walked across the room following his first news
conference, introducing himself to new faces. 


Authentic: "true to your own personality, values and spirit." 


                                                      *   *   * 


Finishing up:  


* Although the Legislature is in conservative Republican hands, Democrats in the
nonpartisan legislative body have power, too. A couple of important committee
chairmanships and filibusters on parade. 


* It's Sen. Pete Ricketts now, just a week after he completed his eight-year
gubernatorial run. That's upward mobility on steroids, but he probably will discover —
and probably already knows — that the governorship was better. Former Nebraska
governors who went to the Senate agreed on that.  


* A Washington outcome: Adrian Smith finished third among the Republican
congressmen who sought the coveted chairmanship of the House Ways and Means
Committee after finishing third in the race among them to raise money for the party.   


* Sen. Terrell McKinney of Omaha has introduced extensive police reform legislation
along with a proposed constitutional amendment to end the death penalty in
Nebraska. That District 11 seat in North Omaha is still to be reckoned with. 


* Rep. Mike Flood was among a handful of Republican congressmen who joined
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy on the set when Fox News commentator Sean
Hannity interviewed McCarthy last week. Flood spokesman Taylor Gage said, "Fox
reached out to members to include them." 


* Gov. Jim Pillen, Columbus pork producer, wants you to help name the bronze pig
that has moved into the governor's reception room with the advent of his
administration.  


* Ben Sasse left behind some choice Senate committee assignments, including
Judiciary, where he helped gain Senate confirmation of Donald Trump's judicial
nominees, and Intelligence, his favorite committee. Wonder what Sen. Pete Ricketts
will get as the newest kid on the block. 


* The news conference at which Pillen named Ricketts to a seat in the Senate
attracted a large news media contingent, including seven TV cameras. That's getting
closer to your typical Husker football news conference.  


* The entire news conference, complete with questions and answers from the media,
was later aired on CSPAN. 


* News conferences that are held in the Capitol Rotunda — in contrast to those held







in the Governor's Hearing Room — sure could use a small sound system when the
Legislature isn't in session.  


* New bills provide growing evidence that public education is under surveillance in
this legislative session. And often under attack. 


* Are changes in college football transfer decisions related to the new NIL era that
has turned the game into a semi-pro marketplace? 


* One of the more interesting aspects of Gov. Pillen's appointment of Pete Ricketts to
the Senate was a pledge that he wouldn't leave that seat to accept any offer to be
vice president or a cabinet officer. His pledge to seek election to the final two years of
the current Senate term in 2024 and to a full six-year term in 2026 effectively locks
him in for at least 10 years, assuming voters agree.  


* Norfolk Mayor Josh Moenning has been reelected to the National League of Cities
board of directors. That organization advocates for city priorities in Washington. 


* As Republican heavyweights appear to begin to drift away from Donald Trump,
Democrats may be approaching the question of if not Joe Biden, who? 


* Forty days until spring training.  


By Don Walton 


 


LJS: Hilgers moves to Nebraska attorney general job with water rights, Biden
policy challenge ahead 
 


There's a new attorney general in town. 


But Mike Hilgers is no stranger to the Capitol or state government after serving six
years in the Legislature as a Lincoln senator, including two years in the challenging
role of leading 48 fellow senators as speaker. 


There's a lot on his new desk now, including Nebraska water rights and the continuing
challenge of human trafficking in the state, along with the approaching Feb. 28 U.S.
Supreme Court hearing of arguments in Biden v. Nebraska, a case that will determine
whether to allow the Biden administration's 2022 student loan debt relief plan to go
into effect. 


Hilgers will be in Washington for those arguments. 


Nebraska is one of the lead states in challenging the Biden administration's executive
action plan that would forgive up to $10,000 in federal student loan debt for borrowers
earning less than $125,000 a year. 


Former Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson, along with attorneys general from
five other states — Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas and South Carolina — filed the
case, arguing that the administration exceeded its executive branch authority. 


"Congress didn't authorize it," Hilgers said during an interview eight days after he was
sworn into office, vacating Lincoln's District 21 legislative seat with two years to go in







his second term. 


Beau Ballard, Hilgers' former legislative aide, was chosen to fill the vacancy. 


Now, Hilgers is "getting to know people" in the attorney general's office, building
relationships and getting up to speed on pending cases and investigations. 


"The train is going," he said, and decisions are being made. 


Hilgers said he will be focused on Nebraska water rights, as that becomes an
increasingly important concern. 


Nebraska currently is preparing to exercise its rights under a century-old interstate
compact that guaranteed access to South Platte River water flowing into the state
from Colorado by already funding and preparing to build a $500 million canal system
that would capture water from the river in Colorado. 


With storm clouds forming between the two states, a spokesperson in the Colorado
governor's office has described the so-called Perkins County Canal proposal as "this
canal to nowhere." 


Hilgers said he assumes his new role with "a good relationship" with the Legislature,
although there are new members now that he needs to get to know. 


Some senators are "among my closest friends in life, a second family," he said. 


Hilgers said he "worked closely" with former Gov. Pete Ricketts as the speaker and
expects to have "an outstanding working relationship" with Gov. Jim Pillen. 


Ricketts and he have "very similar principles," the attorney general said. "We agreed
on a lot — but not everything." 


Pillen, he said, is "a very authentic, good person" who puts his family first. 


Hilgers said he plans to stay alert to efforts by the Biden administration that may "try
to take more power" than is granted by the Constitution. 


"This administration sometimes goes outside its lanes. We have to keep a close eye
on the administration. It will be a primary focus in this office." 


Hilgers said he expects Sen. John Arch of La Vista to be a successful speaker as he
begins the challenging task of managing 49 senators. 


"It's all about knowing the body," Hilgers said. "It's his body now." 


By Don Walton 


 


LJS: Health Matters: Fewer COVID cases, but Nebraska hospitals are still
'bursting at the seams' 
 


Patients with COVID-19 are filling only half the number of beds that they were at this
time last year, which is good news for Nebraska's hospital systems and the health
care workers who are nearing the end of their third year dealing with the pandemic. 







What's not good news is that even with fewer COVID patients, hospitals in Lincoln
and throughout Nebraska are still overflowing. 


Bryan Health set an all-time high for inpatients at its two Lincoln hospitals on Nov. 16,
with 588, and has continued to see patient counts in the 570s and 580s on most
days. 


"We're as full as we've ever been, even at the peak of COVID," said Dr. John Trapp,
Bryan's chief medical officer. Trapp said that when the hospital has 580 or more
patients, it means emergency departments at both hospitals are full with patients
waiting on a permanent bed. 


CHI St. Elizabeth in December had its most patient admissions in 18 months, while
the CHI Health system as a whole cared for more patients than in any month in
almost three years. 


"It's been very busy," said Dr. Jason Kruger, the chief medical officer of St. Elizabeth
in Lincoln. 


At the Methodist Health System in Omaha, patient numbers so far in January are
essentially the same as they were at this time last year, even though there are only
about one-third as many COVID patients. 


While patient surges linked to the pandemic have at times caused acute issues with
hospital capacity, wider industry and structural issues have exacerbated a more
chronic problem that existed before COVID hit. 


Among them: an ongoing labor shortage, more demand for health care services by an
aging population and an inability to discharge some patients who need after-hospital
care. 


It's no secret that the nursing shortage that was already a problem before the
pandemic has gotten much worse over the past three years as older nurses have
chosen to retire and younger nurses have left due to burnout. 


A Nebraska Hospital Association report last year predicted the state will be short
nearly 5,500 nurses by 2025. There's also a shortage of other critical health care
workers, such as respiratory therapists and lab technicians, experts say. 


"You see a mass exodus of nurses and nurse assistants across the country. It's not
just our state or our region," said Dr. Michael Ash, chief operations officer at
Nebraska Medicine in Omaha. 


Ash said surveys show that many nurses leave because they can get paid more
working elsewhere, either as a traveling nurse or in another health care setting. 


To combat that, he said Nebraska Medicine is spending $20 million on pay raises,
shift differentials, sign-on bonuses and student loan forgiveness to help to recruit and
retain staff. 


The nursing shortage is an issue not just at hospitals, but also at many of the skilled
nursing and rehabilitation facilities that take in patients who need longer-term care
after a hospital stay for an illness or injury. 







Staffing issues at those facilities mean fewer beds are available for patients to be
discharged to, which is leading to further capacity issues at Nebraska's hospitals. 


Ash said Nebraska Medicine averages about 60 patients a day that it struggles to
discharge to a skilled nursing or rehab facility. 


Trapp said that, on a daily basis, about 10% of the patients at Bryan's two Lincoln
hospitals, "don't need to be in the hospital, but for whatever reason they can't be
discharged." 


At CHI Health, Chief Medical Officer Dr. Cary Ward said that 10%-15% of its
inpatients at any time are people awaiting a discharge to another health care facility.
Earlier this month, those patients were collectively filling 300 beds. 


But while the nursing shortage is a major factor in the difficulty in discharging patients
to those post-acute facilities, it's far from the only one. 


"I think it's important to note that there's more to the story than just the nursing
shortage," Ward said. 


Some patients can't be discharged to another facility because they are COVID-
positive. Others might be waiting for approval from an insurance provider. And some
have issues the nursing facilities don't want to deal with, such as mental illness. 


Another issue driving hospital capacity is the increased use of health care services.
Even though there are fewer patients in the hospital linked to COVID, there are more
people in the hospital for other reasons. 


This fall hospitals were hit with an early surge in cases of flu and respiratory syncytial
virus, which spiked early and hit numbers not seen in several years. 


RSV cases began to climb in September, cresting in early November. That led to a
surge of visits to emergency rooms. 


The illness, which tends to hit very young children the hardest, led to spikes in
hospitalizations at many of the state's hospitals, including Children's Hospital and
Medical Center in Omaha. 


Dr. Stephen Dolter said the hospital set an all-time record for patient admissions in
October and then beat that mark by 10% in November. 


Hospitals that deal more with adult patients saw big surges in November when flu
cases peaked. 


But it's not just surges due to seasonal illnesses that are taxing hospitals. There has
been a sustained increase in patient numbers across the board. 


For example, Bryan had more than 96,000 people come to the emergency
departments at its two hospitals in 2022. That was 15,000 more than in 2021 and the
most the health system has ever recorded. 


Chelsea Russell, a nurse manager in the Bryan West Campus emergency
department, said that even as the pandemic has cooled, there has been no slowdown
in visits to the ER, which is, "bursting at the seams." 







"We continue to see very high volumes every day in both of our emergency
departments," Russell said. 


During the pandemic, Bryan added a dozen bed spaces in the hallways at each of its
emergency departments to handle the overflow of patients, and those beds are
routinely full, with patients who need to be admitted often waiting 24 hours or more to
get a bed in a regular hospital room. 


Bryan also is in the process of constructing a new holding area at its East Campus
emergency department. The "results pending unit," which is scheduled to open
sometime next month, will have six bays for emergency department patients waiting
on test results before discharge. 


Spurring hospitals to make investments in innovative solutions to ease crowding may
be one of the few positives of the pandemic. 


Ward said CHI Health has been turning to its smaller critical-access hospitals in
places like Schuyler and Nebraska City to take patients who can't be discharged to a
skilled nursing or rehab facility but no longer need hospital care. Moving the patients
to the smaller hospitals frees up beds at hospitals in Omaha and Lincoln. 


He said the hospital-to-hospital transfers have exceeded expectations and most
patients are accepting of being transferred to a smaller hospital. 


"They often find that they are extremely satisfied with the care," Ward said. 


Nebraska Methodist Health System has utilized similar procedures, sometimes
moving patients from Methodist Hospital in Omaha to its locations in either Fremont
or Council Bluffs, Iowa, to free up space, said Josie Abboud, president and CEO of
Methodist Hospital and Methodist Women's Hospital. 


CHI Health also formed its own internal traveling nurse program to help deal with staff
shortages and retain staff members who might otherwise leave. 


And CHI, Bryan and other hospital systems have dedicated more resources to their
transfer operations to try to help ensure they can find beds for patients who need to
move from smaller hospitals to larger ones. 


Other changes hospitals have made to alleviate overcrowding include the increased
use of telemedicine and doing more surgeries on an outpatient basis. 


Those innovations and others, along with the continued hard work of administrators,
doctors and other staff, have helped to make sure hospitals over the past year have
not had to take the same extreme measures as they did earlier in the pandemic, such
as suspending elective surgeries. 


There also have been investments made by the Legislature, drawing from federal
COVID relief money the state received, including $10 million toward scholarships and
student loan relief, $60 million for a rural health complex at the University of Nebraska
at Kearney and another $60 million for workforce-related capital projects at the state's
community colleges. 


But there is still more that needs to be done to provide a long-term solution. 







"Hospital leaders feel that we're going to be in this capacity challenge due to
workforce issues for quite awhile," said Jeremy Nordquist, president of the Nebraska
Hospital Association. 


On Thursday, the state's hospitals along with the Nebraska Rural Health Association
announced plans for the Nebraska Healthcare Workforce Collaborative, a group of
industry organizations, hospital systems, and colleges and universities. 


The group said its aim is to gather current data about the health care workforce,
identify gaps and then align educational programs to meet the workforce needs for
both the short and long term. 


Nordquist said it's going to be an important year in the Legislature when it comes to
health care. 


"We need a significant legislative effort this year on workforce," he said. 


There are other issues, too, that Nordquist believes the Legislature needs to tackle,
such as increased Medicaid reimbursement. 


Hospitals already are absorbing huge cost increases related to recruiting and
retaining workers, as well as dealing with overall inflation. At the same time, more and
more people are using public health insurance options, through either Medicaid or
Medicare, that often don't pay enough to allow hospitals to break even on the cost of
the care they provide, he said. 


Nordquist said that with the state sitting on a significant budget surplus -- estimates
show projected state revenues topping expenses by $1.9 billion for the two budget
years that end June 30, 2025 -- it's "now or never" to spend the money necessary to
solve Nebraska's hospital capacity crisis. 


"I think the state has enough resources to address Gov. Pillen's priorities ... as well as
taking care of some of these other urgent health care priorities that we're seeing in
hospitals and nursing homes," he said. 


"This is our one bite at the apple with the revenues that we have right now, so it's
really the time to ask." 


By Matt Olberding 


 


OWH: Nebraska State Board of Education casts wide net for commissioner
applicants 
 


Superintendent experience is not among the qualifications listed Friday in an
advertisement seeking applicants for the job of Nebraska commissioner of education. 


But it’s easy to see how someone with such experience might check the boxes on the
qualifications list assembled by the Nebraska State Board of Education. 


The advertisement calls for applicants with experience “as a visionary educational
leader within complex organizations and among varied school districts and settings.” 







Members of the board are casting a wide net with the broadly written qualifications
posted on the website of the search firm McPherson and Jacobson. 


The firm is assisting the board in identifying and screening the candidates. 


Steve Joel, one of the consultants, had cautioned the board about narrowing the
qualifications so much that qualified candidates without superintendent experience,
such as assistant commissioners in other states, would not apply. 


Board members are looking for someone to replace Matt Blomstedt, who resigned
Jan. 3. 


Under the heading of salary range, the advertisement says, “Competitive salary and
comprehensive benefits commensurate with experience.” 


The listed characteristics sought by the board include the following: 


A track record of successfully building teams and consensus as a servant leader who
models high character, honesty, respect and trustworthiness in all interactions. 


Effective written, oral and interpersonal communication skills, and a commitment to
actively engaging stakeholders at all levels. 


A critical thinker and creative problem-solver with a history of successful data-
informed decision-making, including policy development and academic achievement. 


The demonstrated ability to make difficult decisions and effectively manage the
people and multiple priorities of a large organization. 


An energetic and hard worker who is committed to continuous professional learning
focusing on best practices. 


The closing date for applications is March 2. Finalists will be selected the week of
March 13, and interviews will take place the week of March 27. 


Board members will select the new commissioner the week of April 3. Their intention
is to have someone in the job by July 1. 


By Joe Dejka 


 


LJS: State senators appear poised to ask Nebraska voters to extend legislative
term limits 
 


Forty state senators have signed on to a proposed constitutional amendment that
would allow lawmakers to serve a third consecutive four-year term in the Legislature. 


The proposal (LR22CA) from Sen. Robert Dover of Norfolk, which has the support of
senators from both sides of the political aisle, carries more than enough support to
appear on the 2024 general election ballot. 


Dover, who was appointed to fill the District 19 legislative seat vacated by Rep. Mike
Flood last summer, said the idea emerged from discussions with legislative staff,
lobbyists and current and former senators. 
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"To a person, they said (term limits) took away from the consistency at the Capitol
and that it wasn't a good thing," Dover said in a phone interview. "That's why I
brought it forward — to fix something that needs to be fixed." 


If approved by voters, the measure would extend the time a senator could serve
consecutively from eight years to 12 years — an extension several lawmakers have
said would result in better legislative outcomes over time. 


Dover said new senators find themselves "drinking from a fire hose" as they seek to
learn how the unicameral system works, get acquainted with other lawmakers and
dive into the subject areas they will be wrestling with on legislative committees. 


Other senators have said that eight years is not enough time to get some pieces of
legislation across the finish line. Bills can get crowded out in busy legislative sessions
and need to come back the next year. 


Sometimes, it can take several years for support to build behind some issues. Or, it
takes the right relationships between senators or interest groups to strike compromise
on language that can be supported. 


Dover said he understands term limits "are very popular" among the electorate,
particularly in Nebraska, but said he believes there's a case to be made for
lengthening the time senators can represent their constituents in Lincoln. 


"I think extending it one term would help resolve it," he said. 


Thirty-nine other senators co-signed the constitutional amendment, well above the
number needed to evade a filibuster and put the measure before voters. 


Dover said he wasn't surprised to find the support this year. 


"I was actually surprised I didn't have a few more people sign on," he said. "There
was not anyone who said term limits were good." 


Nebraskans long tried to put term limits in place for state and federal officeholders,
but weren't successful until 2000, when Initiative 415, which specifically targeted the
Legislature, was approved by voters on a 56% to 44% split. 


The first class of 20 state senators forced out because of term limits left office in
2006, with 16 more following in 2008. More and more have been pushed out of office
every two years since, including 13 at the end of 2022. 


While the provision for term limits in the state constitution prohibits senators from
serving more than two consecutive terms, a handful of legislators have returned to the
Capitol after sitting out one or more terms. 


Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers won two more terms in the Legislature beginning in
2013 before he was term-limited a second time. He was followed by Sen. Steve
Lathrop in 2019. 


Beginning in 2021, more senators returned to the body: Sens. Ray Aguilar of Grand
Island and Mike Flood of Norfolk, and the late Rich Pahls of Omaha. 


Lincoln Sen. Danielle Conrad became the first senator from the Capital City to return







to the Legislature after first being term-limited in 2012. She won a four-year term last
year to represent District 46. 


Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne sponsored a similar constitutional amendment extending
the consecutive terms a senator could serve from two to three, but that measure
failed to advance. 


Dover said he thinks more senators will join the effort as it works its way through the
legislative process this year, and as the matter goes to the public for approval. 


"I think the representation will be more effective and when you're effective, you get
things taken care of for your district and make the process work more efficiently," he
said. 


By Chris Dunker 


 


OWH: Nebraska lawmaker introduces legislation to eliminate State Board of
Education 
 


LINCOLN — A constitutional amendment introduced Friday in the Nebraska
Legislature would give voters the opportunity to eliminate the State Board of
Education. 


State Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston introduced Legislative Resolution 24CA, which
would eliminate the board and give the governor the power to appoint an education
commissioner. If passed by the Legislature, the proposed constitutional amendment
would then go onto the 2024 ballot. 


There was some confusion regarding the amendment’s language on Friday. At first,
Albrecht claimed that her intent was not to dissolve the board, and that language
included in the resolution was incorrect. An hour later, she clarified that the resolution
was correct, and said she was interpreting the amendment incorrectly. 


Currently, the State Board of Education has eight elected members, who appoint the
education commissioner and department employees and carry out other duties
determined by the Legislature. 


The board has come under fire in recent years, centered on a department decision to
develop health education standards that included sex education in a way that was
both comprehensive in scope and inclusive of diverse genders and sexual
orientations. 


Following public backlash, the department halted progress on the standards in 2021,
but the department and the board still receive criticism to this day. 


A similar proposal was introduced last year by State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn
but was held in committee. 


Albrecht said the issue was the main motivator behind her constitutional amendment. 


“They have to answer to (the Legislature),” Albrecht said. “But they’re not answering
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to us.” 


Under Albrecht’s amendment, the governor would have the authority to appoint an
education commissioner, who would oversee the entire department. The duties of the
board would be distributed among the rest of the department, she said. 


The measure was among 44 bills and four proposed constitutional amendments
introduced Friday. Among the others: 


Directed health measures. Local health departments could no longer issue directed
health measures under LB 421, introduced by Sen. Kathleen Kauth of Omaha. The
measure would require that such measures be adopted by city councils or county
boards instead. She said the bill would apply to all health departments, including the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. 


Controversy arose during the COVID-19 pandemic over who had the authority to
mandate health measures such as mask-wearing and business closures. Last
January, the state sued the City of Omaha and Douglas County Health Director
Lindsey Huse after she issued a temporary mask mandate. The suit was withdrawn
after the City Council passed an ordinance requiring that directed health measures be
approved by the mayor and City Council. 


Medical advice. LB 422 would protect doctors from professional disciplinary action
for expressing opinions or giving medical advice that disagrees with the general
medical consensus. Kauth, who introduced the bill, said doctors should not be told
what to say or not say as long as they are doing what is in the best interest of their
patients. 


Monitoring voting. Nebraska ballots would have to have serial numbers and at least
three anti-counterfeiting features, such as watermarks, holographs and taggants,
which are chemical or physical markers used to track and identify items, under LB
457. The bill, introduced by Sen. Rick Holdcroft of Bellevue, also would require video
surveillance of polling places to track ballots from the time they are handed to voters
until they are sealed in boxes to be taken to the local election office for counting. 


Inheritance taxes. LR 23CA, introduced by Sen. Merv Riepe of Ralston, would
eliminate inheritance taxes in Nebraska. If approved by voters, the proposed
constitutional amendment would do away with a tax that provides revenue to county
governments. 


Wildlife damage. The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission would be required to
pay for property damaged by mountain lions or elks under LB 456, introduced by
Sens. Tom Brewer of Gordon and Steve Erdman of Bayard. The bill also would allow
counties to hire wildlife services agents to take “any action necessary” to control wild
or feral elk and mountain lion populations. 


Highway 81. LB 454, introduced by Sen. Barry DeKay of Niobrara, calls for the
Nebraska Department of Transportation to proceed with planning, designing and
purchasing rights of way to complete the transformation of U.S. Highway 81 into a
four-lane expressway. The bill spells out legislative intent to appropriate money for
the stretch between Norfolk and the South Dakota border, as well as the stretch
between York and Columbus. 







By Erin Bamer and Martha Stoddard 


 


Nebraska Examiner: Constitutional amendment would eliminate State Board of
Education 
 


LINCOLN — State Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston on Friday proposed letting voters
weigh in on a constitutional amendment that would eliminate the Nebraska State
Board of Education and give the governor control over the state Department of
Education. 


This is at least the sixth time since the late 1980s that a similar measure has been
brought forward. This year’s proposal would let the governor hire the education
commissioner, who would assume the role currently filled by the state board.  


If passed by both the Legislature and the state’s voters, the new language would
essentially erase the State Board of Education’s role in setting or guiding K-12
education policy. Today, the board sets state academic standards in math, language
arts, science and social studies. 


Albrecht said she considers Legislative Resolution 24CA a “conversation starter” for
lingering conservative frustrations about the Board of Education’s efforts in 2021 to
consider new health education standards, including sex education. The board shelved
consideration of the standards after public pushback. 


Nebraska and Ohio are the only states without state health education standards.   


Albrecht said she thinks the State Department of Education would be more
responsive to lawmakers if its employees were under the governor’s purview.
Currently, Nebraska voters in eight geographic districts select state board members.  


“We are the Legislature,” Albrecht said. “We guide whether they can do what they did
with … the health standards, and it’s absurd that it’s gone this far. But it only has
because they didn’t have to answer to anybody. They have to answer to us, but
they’re not answering us.” 


The proposed health standards, which would have been optional for schools, drew
the ire of some conservatives because the language offered public schools guidance
about topics including how and when to address issues facing LGBTQ students. 


Critics argued that the sex ed portion of the proposed standards offered too much
information too soon. Defenders said they offered facts at age-appropriate times. 


Conservative lawmakers have been discussing what changes they would like to see
at the Department of Education. Some want the governor to appoint the board. Some
want the board scrapped. Others want to cut the Department of Education’s budget. 


The department had no immediate comment Friday about Albrecht’s proposal.  


Education Commissioner Matt Blomstedt, who resigned this month, testified against a
similar proposal in 2021 sponsored by State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Omaha. The
board is in the process of hiring a new commissioner. 







Blomstedt said dividing authority between an elected board and a commissioner hired
by the board is more “stable” than relying on a governor to appoint the commissioner
or the board. 


“The state board overall is designed to provide for citizen voice in the work of the
agency,” Blomstedt testified. “The board hires and evaluates the commissioner — me
— allowing a regional and statewide perspective on the complexities of a state
education agency.” 


Linehan testified last year that most Nebraskans don’t know who represents them on
the state board and that they would know how to contact the governor if they had
problems with department proposals. 


She said Friday that most states put their education departments under the
governor’s control, and there’s no reason Nebraska shouldn’t do the same. 


Kirk Penner of Aurora, elected to the board in November after former Gov. Pete
Ricketts appointed him in December 2021, said he was traveling and would need time
to review the proposal. 


“There are many different ways that states appoint or elect state boards of education
and their commissioner,” he said. “A hybrid approach is used by many. I am open to
listen to any of the bills being introduced, and then I can form my opinion on that
specific bill.” 


Deb Neary of Omaha, a Democrat who won the board’s most contentious race in
November, said people should pay attention “any time political leaders want to take
away accountability, transparency, representation and parental input.”   


She said Nebraska’s unique educational structure has allowed for a strong education
system. She said the board system, with members elected to represent different parts
of the state, helps address the challenges facing students no matter where or how
they live.  


“The size of our state brings unique challenges that require elected representatives
from all areas of the state to ensure student success for every youth,” she said. 


Neary’s race was at the heart of the public pushback against the board in last year’s
elections, which saw six-figure fundraising by each candidate. Neary faced criticism
from conservative Marni Hodgen about her public statements and emails about the
proposed standards.  


Neary has said she did not write the standards or vote to approve them, but she did
send an email expressing disappointment that the new standards, if adopted, would
be voluntary. She has said she would not apologize for wanting to treat all students
with respect.  


Hodgen said Neary was more supportive of the standards than she said publicly.  


Karen Kilgarin, spokeswoman for the Nebraska State Education Association, said the
teachers union supported an elected board. She said nonpartisan elections help
shield schools from partisan politics and let board members act independently. 







“The elective process is more democratic and prompts citizens to take a greater
interest in their schools,” she said, adding that board members eventually build
expertise that a governor would lack.  


By Aaron Sanderford 


 


OWH: Housing needs assessment influences multiple incoming bills in Nebraska
Legislature 
 


LINCOLN — Multiple bills are in the works in the Nebraska Legislature that were
influenced by a 63-page report released last week detailing the state’s top housing
needs. 


All state lawmakers were sent a copy of “Nebraska’s 2022 Strategic Housing
Framework,” which calls for 35,000 affordable housing units to be built by 2028,
among other big goals. One bill has already been introduced that was influenced by
the report, and at least three more are on their way. 


State Sens. Tony Vargas and Tom Briese led a briefing on the report last week.
Though Vargas and Briese hold different party affiliations and represent two totally
different parts of Nebraska — hailing from Omaha and Albion, respectively — Vargas
said housing is a broad and urgent enough issue to warrant everyone’s attention. 


“I think that the lack of available housing across Nebraska … is curtailing economic
growth in our state more than we realize,” Briese said. 


Nebraska has not been immune to the decades-long national housing shortage.
Vargas said research estimates the state needs to build at least 5,000 new housing
units every year to keep up with demand. 


The 2022 report refers to issues for both renters and owners, and cites multiple
contributors behind Nebraska’s housing needs, including rising costs of housing and
loans, and a lack of available land and diverse housing options. 


Dave Rippe, who contributed to the report through Queen City Development
Company, said more than 175,000 Nebraska households are what he called “housing
burdened,” which means more than 30% of the residents’ income goes toward paying
for the home itself. 


Along with the goal of building 35,000 affordable housing units, the report also sets a
goal of reducing the percentage of housing burdened homes in the state from 44% to
33% by 2028. This would amount to about 44,000 homes. 


While Nebraska’s housing needs in metropolitan areas are intense and well-
documented, Rippe noted that rural areas have their own set of unique needs due to
their overall decline in population over the last few decades. He said in some rural
counties, about 17% of the housing units are vacant. 


Much of the vacant property is old and uninhabitable, but Rippe said there aren’t
enough construction crews based in rural areas to keep up with the necessary
improvements. He estimated rural Nebraska needs at least 5,000 additional







construction workers to meet demand. 


Briese introduced Legislative Bill 249 last week, to amend the Rural Workforce
Housing Investment Act. The bill would increase the limit in workforce housing grant
funding a nonprofit development organization can apply for from $1 million to $5
million over a two-year period. 


Vargas said there are at least three other bills influenced by the report that have yet
to be introduced, which will focus on removing regulations that slow housing
development and help distribute more funding for housing at a faster pace. Vargas
said he does not have specific goals in mind for each legislative session. 


“We’re trying to make as much of a dent as we possibly can,” Vargas said. 


Several housing bills that have been introduced were not influenced by the report.
One of them, LB 424, was introduced by Sen. Wendy DeBoer of Bennington and
would establish the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 


DeBoer said LB 424 has been in the works since last year, so the draft was not
influenced by the report’s research. However, she said the report likely will play a role
in the bill’s progress through the Legislature this session. 


Another bill expected to come from the Urban Affairs Committee will suggest millions
of federal dollars be used on several low- and middle-income housing projects in
underserved areas of Omaha. The bill is linked to an independent report from
engineering firm Olsson that was also released last week as part of a multiyear
economic recovery effort. 


By Erin Bamer 


 


Nebraska Examiner: Bill would require local mask mandates to get city council or
county board approval 
 


LINCOLN — Nebraska’s local health directors, under a new legislative proposal,
could no longer enact a directed health measure, such as a mask mandate, without
the approval of their city council or county board and sign-off from state health
officials. 


State Sen. Kathleen Kauth, a Republican initially appointed in June by former Gov.
Pete Ricketts, said she offered Legislative Bill 421 to make sure that people don’t
panic and give up their rights as easily the next time there is a public health
emergency in Nebraska. 


“Masks were the big one,” she said. “When you have someone who’s imposing those,
that’s not acceptable because you can’t do anything about that. If the public is upset
with an elected official, the first chance they take, there is a remedy for that.” 


Her bill would require city or county health directors recommending an action to seek
approval from their local health board, which would codify requiring the approval of
the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. 
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The bill also would require any directed health measure to be approved by the
pertinent city council or county board.   


Much of Kauth’s frustration stems from the actions of Lindsay Huse, acting as health
director for the City of Omaha, who enacted a COVID-19-related mask mandate in
January 2022 without seeking the approval of the Omaha City Council. Huse ended
the mandate a month later. 


Then-Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson sued the City of Omaha and Huse,
arguing that she lacked the authority under state law to enact a mask mandate
without state approval. He dropped the lawsuit after the council passed an ordinance
giving elected city officials veto power on mandates. 


State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha, a Democrat, said LB 421 attacks the
local control that helped Nebraska weather the pandemic better than most states.
Nebraska needs flexibility, she said, not “one-size-fits-all” solutions. 


“The approach to handling emergencies like this is not helpful,” Cavanaugh said. “I
don’t think we should be doing the same thing in Omaha that we are doing in the rural
areas. It’s short-sighted to take away that local control.” 


Officials at the Nebraska Association of Health Directors had no immediate comment,
nor did the Douglas County Health Department, the Nebraska Association of County
Officials or the Nebraska League of Municipalities.   


Kauth said her aim is to get more people to understand that they have a voice in local
government.   


“We’ve got things going on, but reach out and just start establishing a dialogue so that
you have some way of saying, ‘Hey, I don’t understand this or I’m against this or I’m
for this,’ because there are going to be plenty of people who want to have those
things done,” Kauth said. 


By Aaron Sanderford 


 


Nebraska Examiner: With threats against politicians rising, group says it’s time to
ban guns at Nebraska State Capitol 
 


LINCOLN — With threats against politicians on the increase, a Nebraska group is
calling for approval of a ban on the open carrying of guns at the Nebraska State
Capitol. 


Nebraskans Against Gun Violence was among those testifying last week at a
legislative hearing in support of a rule change that would ban the open carry of
firearms and other weapons at the Nebraska Capitol. 


“In a time of increased political violence, including threats and actions, we are asking
the Legislature to protect the state government of Nebraska from harm,” said Melody
Vaccaro, executive director of the group. “Weapons, including guns, do not belong in
political making bodies.” 







State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha proposed the change, telling the
Legislature’s Rules Committee that she was “terrified” in 2020 when two men openly
carried semi-automatic assault rifles in the Capitol. 


The incident occurrred as a legislative committee that included Cavanaugh was
holding a public hearing on a bill designed to reduce suicides involving guns. 


Carrying concealed weapons in the State Capitol is prohibited because the State
Supreme Court and Appeals Court have courtrooms in the building (carrying
concealed weapons in a courthouse is banned). 


But the open carry of firearms is permitted for anyone in Nebraska age 18 and older,
unless prohibited by local government. Some areas, such as schools, are off-limits for
open carry, according to the U.S. Concealed Carry Association. 


Ricketts opposed ban in Capitol 


Following the 2020 incident, there were calls to ban the open carrying of guns, but
nothing happened. 


At the time, then-Gov. Pete Ricketts, a gun rights advocate, said he opposed any limit
on the carrying of guns, citing the 2nd Amendment. Ricketts, in a Facebook post, also
thanked the throng of gun-rights advocates who filled the hallways of the Capitol to
oppose the suicide prevention bill. 


Under Cavanaugh’s proposed rule change, only law enforcement and military
personnel would be allowed to openly carry guns in the State Capitol. During the
Rules Committee meeting Thursday, she pointed out that carrying signs into
legislative hearings is banned, so why not guns? 


But others at the hearing opposed the gun ban, saying it was a violation of the U.S.
Constitution. 


One man, who said he was openly carrying a handgun when he testified Thursday,
said some mass shootings have been thwarted by armed citizens. 


 Vaccaro said threats and intimidation aimed at policymakers is  on the rise in the
United States. 


Threats investigated by U.S. Capitol Police went from about 900 in 2016 to nearly
10,000 in 2020, according to The Guardian. A recent study at the University of
California-Davis found that 20% of those polled believe that political violence is
“sometimes” justifiable. 


34 states ban guns at capitols 


In addition, a recent poll conducted by the Brennan Center for Justice found that one
in six elec tion officials who responded have received threats because of their job.
More than three-fourths of respondents said they believe threats against politicians
have increased in recent years. 


A 2021 report from the Council of State Governments said that 34 states and the
District of Columbia ban the possession of firearms on state capitol grounds. 


Nebraska and Louisiana, the report stated, are the only states that allow open carry
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while prohibiting concealed carry of firearms. 


Bayard Sen. Steve Erdman, who chairs the Rules Committee, said the committee will
meet Tuesday afternoon in executive session to decide which of the more than 50
proposed rule changes will be advanced for debate by the full Legislature. 


By Paul Hammel 


 


OWH: Nearly 20-mile ice jam on Missouri River poses risks through winter 
 


From satellite images, the surprisingly long ice jam on the Missouri River looks like a
sinewy white snake separating Nebraska and Iowa, poised over those downstream. 


The serpentine ribbon forms among farm fields near Blencoe, Iowa, curves west
toward Blair, Nebraska, loops east around DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge and
comes to an end near Omaha’s N.P. Dodge Park and the Interstate 680 bridge. 


Stretching some 20 miles with intermittent gaps, the ice poses a rare low-water threat
to downstream communities because it can lead to sharply lower river levels that
jeopardize access to water. Should it break up too quickly, it could release a surge of
ice that damages infrastructure in its path. 


The ice has been stuck in place since late December. It is thought to be the worst
such ice jam in the Missouri River since February 1989, when a blockage south of
Omaha caused St. Joseph, Missouri, to mandate water restrictions. 


Utilities serving the Omaha metro area had a scare around Christmastime when the
ice jam formed. It held back water upstream, leading to about an 8-foot difference in
river level above and below. 


That sent the Missouri River to a record low at Omaha on Dec. 24, provisionally
determined to be 4.17 feet, according to the National Weather Service. (Its record
high is 40.2 feet set in 1952.) 


Water levels dropped so low, the Omaha Public Power District took its coal-fired
stations in North Omaha offline Dec. 24, and the Metropolitan Utilities District took
steps to flush out ice that was blocking its intake pipes at the Florence Water
Treatment Plant. 


Access to water became such a concern that Douglas County Board Chair Mary Ann
Borgeson, at the request of local utilities and other officials, submitted a disaster
proclamation to the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency. 


Conditions began improving, and on Dec. 27, OPPD resumed generating power from
its coal plants. 


MUD spokeswoman Tracey Christensen said the agency sought the emergency
declaration so that it could get expert assessment of the severity of the jam, including
through aerial photography and satellite imagery, the impact of the coming weather
and suggestions for potential solutions. 


OPPD spokeswoman Jodi Baker said the utility wanted to have help in place in case







it was needed. 


“Protecting North Omaha Station was and remains of utmost importance due to the
role it provides in generating reliable energy,” she said. 


Both OPPD and MUD say the Omaha metro area wasn’t at risk of curtailed electric
power or drinking water because the utilities have supplies elsewhere. 


However, the 11,000 residents of a riverside town in Kansas weren’t as lucky.
Atchison, some 150 miles south of Omaha, had to mandate water restrictions in late
December when water dropped too low for its main intake pipe. 


For now, conditions on the river have improved. Instead, the concern is long term:
What will the rest of winter bring? 


“It’s going nowhere fast,” said David Pearson, hydrologist with the National Weather
Service office in Valley. “There’s good news in that we’re slowly melting, but it’s a
slow process to undo something like this.” 


The near-term forecast calls for ideal melt conditions, Pearson said. Daytime highs
generally in the 40s are expected. But he said the long-term outlook hints at colder
weather toward the end of January. And February has a history of bringing a harsh
end to winter in this part of the country. 


“Melting in place is what we want,” Pearson said. “There is nothing you can do right
now but monitor it.” 


But with conditions appearing dire in late December, the involved agencies, including
the weather service, OPPD, MUD, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Papio-
Missouri River Natural Resources District and the Douglas County and Nebraska
Emergency Management Agencies, discussed potential actions. 


The Papio NRD has experience over the years with the more ice jam-prone Platte
River, where it has dynamited the ice, dusted it with dark coal ash (to speed melting)
and dropped heavy weights on it. 


John Winkler, general manager for the Papio NRD, said the district deployed
helicopter-borne vibrating weights on the Missouri River ice jam. It also put an
explosives contractor on standby. 


The weights didn’t get the job done, and it’s not clear how serious discussions
became in terms of explosives or coal ash. Both can pose problems and raise
regulatory or liability concerns. Explosives can cause collateral damage, and coal ash
contains pollutants. 


Once it was decided not to use explosives on the Missouri, the NRD’s involvement
ended, Winkler said. 


Noting that this ice jam is more expansive and challenging than ones seen in the
Platte River, Christensen said MUD would support the use of coal ash. She noted that
the utility has been advised that coal ash is most effective beginning in mid-February,
when the sun is higher in the sky. 


“Use of coal ash would not impact water quality because treatment systems already







in place would remove any contaminants,” she said. 


For now, warmer weather has melted enough ice that water has again begun moving
through the jam. OPPD says water levels are now 3½ feet higher than what triggered
the closure of the North Omaha power plant. 


However, the jam continues to slow the flow of water. Pearson said a difference of
about 6 feet remains in the river above and below the ice jam. 


Another action that isn’t considered viable is having the Corps of Engineers send a
surge of water downstream from upstream dams. 


Eileen Williamson, spokeswoman for the Corps of Engineers, said a large release of
water from Gavins Point Dam, on the Nebraska-South Dakota border, could cause
lake ice to collapse and create a jam above the dam. And while releasing water from
the dam might dislodge the ice, she said, it also could send it surging downstream in
a damaging fashion. 


The corps did try to get ahead of the freeze-up by increasing the amount of water
being released from Gavins Point Dam, Williamson said. On Dec. 17, a week before
the river dropped at Omaha, releases were increased to 14,000 cubic feet per
second, up from 12,000 cfs. 


With conditions now improved along the river, Williamson said, the corps this week
began dropping releases back to 12,000 cfs. 


In late December, the Nebraska State Patrol and Omaha Police Department flew over
the river to obtain images of the jam. Recently, a polar orbiting satellite from the
European Space Agency captured images of it. And on Tuesday, the parent agency
of the weather service, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
directed a snow plane headed to the Twin Cities to travel the length of the ice jam to
capture images. The plane also carries sensors that the agency can use to analyze
the ice. 


Unlike ice jams on the Platte River, this one isn’t considered a flood threat because
there is plenty of room in the river, Pearson said. Heavy runoff in the weeks ahead
likely would dislodge the ice, allowing the river to flow more freely, he said. 


The one thing that isn’t wanted, Pearson said, is widespread winter rain in the Sioux
City area. That could flush enough water into the river that flows would lift the jam and
send it on a damaging path downstream. 


Reduced reservoir releases aren’t to blame for the jam, Pearson said. Instead, the
main reason the river is so low is the intensity of the drought below the dams, notably
in eastern Nebraska and western Iowa. 


More than 60% of the Missouri River basin is in drought, and the Corps of Engineers
has gone from regulating reservoir releases based on flood worries to holding back
water due to concerns about drought. 


Streams simply aren’t feeding the normal amount of water into the river. Pearson said
tributaries below Gavins Point Dam are running 10% to 50% of normal. 


OPPD, MUD and partner agencies continue to collaborate and monitor the river. 







“Conditions have improved, and we are in guarded status,” Christensen said. “There
is still a significant amount of ice cover, which remains a potential threat.” 


By Nancy Gaarder 


 


LJS: Wind and hail, drought conditions added up to big losses in Nebraska in
2022 
 


Last year may not have seemed like a big year for weather disasters in Nebraska. 


There were no major floods like in 2019, nor was there a December tornado outbreak
like in 2021. 


But, according to a couple of different sources, 2022 may have been one of the worst
years in history in terms of the number of major weather events and the economic
damage done. 


The National Centers for Environmental Information released a report this month
showing that there were 18 weather disasters in the U.S. last year that each caused
at least $1 billion in damage. 


Five of those disasters affected Nebraska, and they caused $4.6 billion in damage,
according to the report, the most ever in raw dollars and second-most when adjusted
for inflation. And that amount doesn't even include damage caused by the extreme
cold and snow that hit much of the state the week before Christmas. 


The biggest and most documented disaster to hit Nebraska last year was the ongoing
drought that has affected most of the state. The worst areas of drought have subsided
some in the past few weeks, but overall, nearly the entire state is still in a drought,
with northeast Nebraska in the worst shape. 


The state as a whole had its fourth-driest year on record in 2022, while some areas
were the driest they've ever been, including Norfolk, which got less than half of its
normal annual rainfall. Wayne and Stanton counties also had their driest years ever,
while it was the third driest in Platte County. 


It also was the ninth-driest year ever in Lancaster County, even though it was only the
15th driest in the city of Lincoln. 


The drought also was in large part responsible for one of the most-active wildfire
seasons in Nebraska history. More than 200,000 acres burned last year, the second-
most ever behind 2012, and the amount of damage was estimated at $6 million,
which is by far the most ever. 


While drought was the event that captured headlines throughout the year, there were
some storm-related events that caused major damage. 


A May 12 severe weather outbreak that included a long-lived windstorm known as a
derecho caused $2.8 billion in damage nationwide, including a significant amount of
damage in Nebraska, where at least 20 counties were included in the federal disaster
declaration, including Garfield County, where the Burwell fairgrounds sustained about







$1.5 million in damage. 


On June 7, severe weather that included hail and high winds caused severe damage
in Nebraska, much of it concentrated in the Omaha metro area. Damage to homes,
cars and agricultural property also was reported in other areas of the state.
Nationwide, that storm did $1.9 billion in damage. 


Those two storms weren't the only ones that caused significant damage to areas of
the state. 


According to the National Weather Service, significant storms producing large hail hit
eastern Nebraska on April 12-13, April 28, June 11 and June 14. The June 11 storm
produced 5-inch diameter hail in Gage County, the largest ever reported to the
weather service's Omaha office. 


All of these storms helped contribute to the largest economic loss in the state's history
from wind and hail, according to insurance company Farmers Mutual. 


The insurer, which is based in Lincoln, said wind and hail damage in Nebraska in
2022 caused nearly $2 billion in insured property losses. 


"The amount of storm-related activity in 2022 is like nothing we’ve ever seen before,
and that’s taking the devastating storm year of 2014 into account,” said Mark Walz,
Farmers Mutual's chairman, president and CEO. 


Through November, the company had sustained $500 million in storm-related losses
in Nebraska, Walz said, nearly four times the 10-year average combined annual loss
for all the states it operates in. It also processed more than 31,000 claims last year,
nearly double its 10-year annual average of 16,000. 


He said Farmers Mutual, which is the largest insurer of farm property in Nebraska and
South Dakota and the second-largest insurer of homes in Nebraska, is facing a $125
million underwriting loss for 2022. Its previous largest loss in its 131-year history was
$25 million. 


"We simply have not seen non-tornadic wind and hail perils this severe in recent
memory,” Walz said. 


Last year continued a trend of more and bigger weather disasters hitting the state.
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Nebraska has
now been affected by 58 weather events since 1980 that have caused at least $1
billion in damage. However, 49 of the 58 have occurred since 2000, and 34 have
occurred since 2010. 


By Matt Olberding 


 


LJS: Nursing homes plead for financial help as closures, staffing shortages
endanger care 
 


Editor's note: This story is part of Care in Crisis, an investigative series that
observes the current state of the nursing home system in the West. The project







focuses on four states that have struggled more than most with staffing shortages,
high turnover rates and other obstacles: Montana, Oklahoma, Texas and Nebraska. 


After Carol Dietrich suffered a concussion in a fall and then spinal fractures from
lifting too much, her husband had to face that he was unable to take care of her at his
age. 


Rudi and Carol spent down her assets on assisted living until she qualified for
Medicaid to receive long-term care in a nursing home. Near enough for Rudi to walk
for regular visits. 


But “long-term” holds less meaning these days in Montana. On average, nearly one
nursing community announced closures there per month in 2022 — a 15% drop in the
overall number of facilities. 


Carol’s nursing home in Bozeman shuttered at the pandemic’s outset. Carol, who has
dementia, ended up 100 miles away from Rudi and their two grown daughters in
Columbus, Montana for a few months after a second closure in summer 2022. 


Her family didn’t know what they would do only a few months later when a third
closure was announced in early November. Then around Thanksgiving, Bozeman’s
only remaining nursing home had a placement for Carol and her roommate, which
staff and space shortages had prevented months earlier. 


Carol called it “very meaningful” to be near her family, especially after enduring the
“scary” unknowns of being shuffled about. 


“The other day when (Rudi) came here — me in my bed and him on the chair — we
held hands for a long time,” Carol said. “That was wonderful.” 


The COVID-19 pandemic, wage restructuring and inflation have shrunk options for
seniors as nursing homes are pushed to the brink across the country. Many nursing
homes are limiting new residents. Some have shuttered entirely, displacing residents
from their homes. 


The sector is asking with urgency in some states for their governments to boost
Medicaid reimbursement rates — drawing mixed reactions — to close widening cost
gaps and pay competitive wages to provide quality care as baby boomers are set to
inundate nursing homes. 


Staff have left difficult — albeit rewarding — jobs to secure superior salaries or better
work-life balance in retail and service industries. Some have transitioned to higher-
paying hospitals or lucrative temporary nursing contracts to job hop across the
country. 


Marc Cohen, co-director of LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston, says the
nursing home sector is broken, with its many longtime struggles and weaknesses laid
bare by COVID-19. 


In Cohen’s view, the most critical reform needed is the creation of a rational and
robust financing system. 


LeadingAge, an advocacy group for nonprofit aging services, and UMass Boston are







conducting federally financed research into the degree nursing home Medicaid rates
cover costs reported at an individual facility level in each state. 


“Most of the industry reports — and I’m not saying that I doubt them, but I think it’s
important to have things independently verified — make the argument that
reimbursements are just terrible given the level of requirements they have for
compliance and quality,” Cohen said. 


Medicaid is a state-federal partnership that brings health insurance to low-income
Americans and covers many long-term care services. 


Each state invests money into its own Medicaid program. The feds provide matching
funds through varying rates that generally offer higher rate matches to poorer states. 


Medicaid is the primary payer in long-term care. Medicare covers short-term
rehabilitation in nursing homes but not long-term care. 


To improve quality of care, President Joe Biden’s administration is exploring
mandatory staffing minimums for nursing homes, which the American Health Care
Association says could cost $10 billion more annually or displace an estimated 18%
of nursing home residents. 


AARP is calling for greater transparency and accountability of nursing home finances
to ensure dollars are used appropriately — quality staffing and resident care — and
aren’t siphoned off in complex ownership structures. 


Cohen says there is enough blame to go around for the broken state of nursing
homes, including the existing reimbursement and regulatory framework, some for-
profit owners, and the difficulty of infection control in congregate settings. 


Nursing home finances are opaque and difficult to parse, according to Cohen, but
facilities have suffered from decades of under-investment. He likened reforms to a
game of whack-a-mole unless the system is adequately funded to ensure meaningful
improvements. 


“During this transition period, we see people are terrified to go to nursing homes,”
Cohen said. “And the nursing homes themselves — between the perceived sense
that Medicaid underpays or doesn’t pay enough for quality — people don’t want to
go. 


“And what really exacerbates this is you have tremendous staffing shortages. They
can’t pay staff enough to give the care. It’s a tough situation.” 


The American Health Care Association reported in April that 327 nursing homes had
closed during the pandemic, with almost half rated four or five stars by the federal
government. AHCA projected more than 400 would close in 2022. 


A federal database shows 123 nursing home closures for 2022, but its data lags
behind. 


For example, it lists only one closure in Montana despite eight that have shut down,
two in the process of shuttering and one that transitioned to assisted living. 


Lee Enterprises’ Public Service Journalism team looked at four states in its west
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region — Montana, Oklahoma, Nebraska and Texas — in which nursing homes are
asking for more Medicaid funding and rank poorly in certain metrics nationally, such
as federal quality ratings, staff shortages or staff turnover rates. 


Family matters and funding priorities 


Rudi and Carol Dietrich each harbored anxiety and stress from physical separation. 


At any age, 100 miles apart for loved ones is much different than a 10-block walk or
four-mile drive. But at ages 89 and 83, respectively, a hundred miles can be
insurmountable alone. 


Rudi could go see Carol in Columbus only if someone had time to drive him. So visits
were sporadic and brief. Maybe twice a month instead of twice a week. 


He feels lucky to have his wife back in Bozeman at Gallatin Rest Home, but he said
society needs to learn to look at humans as humans and not profit margins. 


“(Nursing homes are) not a luxury,” Rudi said. “We’re all human beings, and we’ve all
served the country and society over the time we’ve been living.” 


Visitation restrictions during the pandemic demonstrated the crucial roles family and
friends play in their loved one’s quality of life, according to a 2022 report on the state
of nursing homes published by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and
Medicine. 


Research points to family involvement — such as helping with care, making
decisions, providing social interaction and emotional support — as a “strong predictor
of perceived resident quality of life,” according to the NASEM report. Family
caregivers are even described as an invisible but essential component of the nursing
home workforce. 


As a social worker, Julie Kelly is ideally suited to play those roles for her mother. 


After Carol was far away in Columbus, Kelly saw her mother twice during visits on her
way back from her son’s football games. She noted that Carol wasn’t able to see her
regular nurse practitioner — a crucial relationship and vital for continuity of care. 


Kelly recalled how an administrator left Columbus to go to Bozeman for personal
reasons once and volunteered to take Carol and her roommate for a visit. 


“She brought them herself in her own personal vehicle,” Kelly said. “That really
epitomizes what this is — this is people’s lives. ... That’s the kind of people that we’re
talking about who are doing this work – and this is what’s still happening. It’s just not
right.” 


Montana is down to 60 nursing homes after 11 either closed or announced closures in
2022, with one transitioning to assisted living instead. 


In November, a state-funded study recommended a base rate $70 higher than the
current $207 per resident per day — or an additional $54.2 million annually combined
from the state and feds. 


But Montana’s public health department then proposed covering just 58% of that
funding gap in the next state fiscal year and 36% in the second year of the biennium







budget offered by Republican Gov. Greg Gianforte. 


The back-and-forth in Montana isn’t atypical of various disagreements or debates on
nursing home Medicaid funding elsewhere. And it is a microcosm of a broader issue
of balancing funds for institutionalized care versus home- and community-based
services. 


States must provide reasonable community-based treatment options for persons with
disabilities and not unjustifiably segregate them in institutions, according to a
landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision in 1999. 


The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services acknowledged the
aforementioned Olmstead case as a key federal driver for the state and country to
shift focus toward supports that help keep seniors in their own homes. 


In an interview with Lee Enterprises, DPHHS Director Charles Brereton called Carol’s
circumstance “unusual” and “extremely unfortunate” — traumatic to her and her
family. 


Brereton said the state’s priority is to keep individuals as close to home and their
families as possible. The state has limited financial resources and is choosing to fund
where demand exists, which Brereton said is “soaring” demand for home- and
community-based services rather than nursing home care. 


“A nursing facility that is operating at an extremely low census due to a variety of
challenges and factors — that we do not discount — may not be financially sound,”
Brereton said. “The state does have concerns with continuing to fund facilities that are
such a low census. It’s very difficult for a skilled nursing facility, a nursing home, to
keep its doors open when 30, 40% of their beds are full and Medicaid is their
predominant payer.” 


The Montana Health Care Association says the state’s occupancy argument deflects
from the abysmally low Medicaid reimbursement rates. 


Rose Hughes, the nonprofit’s executive director, in an email said some nursing
homes are modernizing by transitioning to private rooms. So occupancy rates are
lower because buildings are licensed for two-person rooms. 


Additionally, Hughes said the two latest closures were attributable to licensed nurses
retiring or leaving for higher paying jobs. Contract staff were too expensive to replace
them. 


“Whatever our actual occupancy rate is, it would be higher if we didn't have to turn
people away because we don't have the financial resources to hire staff to care for
the people who are needing care and asking to be admitted,” Hughes wrote. “Some of
our facilities have waiting lists.” 


Staff woes and building investments 


To Stephanie Skaggs, three teaspoons of honey can make all the difference in caring
for an aging person. 


Skaggs, a nurse administrator, shouldered more and more direct care duties as staff
dwindled in her rural Oklahoma nursing home until it closed in mid-2021. 







Servant Living Center’s ownership dangled bonuses for nurses to drive over from
other buildings. Hotel tabs were picked up if they agreed to work the weekend. 


Unlike temporary or rotating workers, Skaggs said core staff remained great at
anticipating and meeting residents’ personal preferences despite increasing strains. 


A chocolate chip cookie will entice Mr. Jackson to go shower. Mrs. Johnson always
wants three teaspoons of honey in her tea. Help Mrs. Jones out of her blue dress and
into her red one after she changes her mind. 


“That’s what they live for — little things like that — especially when they have no
family coming to see them,” Skaggs said. 


The NASEM report points to high turnover among many types of staff and high use of
temporary or traveling workers as factors associated with lower quality of care. 


Nurses say a subtle change in a resident’s behavior might signal a medical concern
that goes unnoticed amid a revolving door of caregivers. And a staff shortage can
lead to delays in or inadequate routine care of residents, from toileting and eating to
responding to calls for assistance and medical needs. 


Don Blose, CEO of Spanish Cove Retirement Village, told a House committee in
September that 1 in 4 people in the U.S. will be age 65 or older by 2050. 


The country has never been this old, Blose said, and if any health care sector has
been set up for failure, it’s aging services. 


“We are so not ready for what is coming,” he said. “In my assessment, an aging crisis
is coming, and it will likely be the next public health emergency outside of another
pandemic.” 


Spanish Cove, in a small suburb of Oklahoma City, finished constructing two wings in
COVID-19's early months. Neither opened for two years because of staffing
constraints that still prevent full occupancy. 


There is a direct correlation between staffing ratios and quality of care, Blose said,
and the old adage “you get what you pay for” unfortunately has come to pass in
Oklahoma. 


“Some facilities across the state have closed. Others — many others — are on the
verge of peril and financial ruin,” Blose said. “There’s not a facility out there, including
non-Medicaid facilities like mine, which can sustain the pace of what we’ve been
experiencing.” 


One such nursing home closure was Ranch Terrace this past summer in a small
Tulsa suburb. 


It qualified to provide ventilator care — a complex care need specifically addressed
by an Oklahoma Long-Term Care Services and Supports Advisory Committee Report
in November 2019. 


The report states many long-term care facilities in the state are archaic in design,
such as small rooms and community showers, that won’t be suitable nor practical for
a growing aging population. That includes ventilator care and other specialized







services. 


Ranch Terrace co-owner Scott Rogers said they had been remodeling: a new roof;
new floors; and two renovated hallways. 


But Rogers said Ranch Terrace came up far short of recruiting and retaining enough
staff to stay open. There were only 15 employees at the closure announcement when
ideally 50 skilled nursing professionals would be on board. 


“The staff of the long-term care facilities often become a second family to residents,”
Rogers said. “So to see the process of the closure of the facility and the emotions that
were there, it was very difficult. Our seniors are the ones suffering from this staffing
crisis.” 


Hospital backups and nursing home deserts 


Ill-equipped, short-staffed or shuttered nursing homes can create problems elsewhere
in the health-care continuum. 


Hospital patients ready for discharge to a lower level of care can clog up hospitals if
they have nowhere appropriate to go, which delays and threatens patient care in
multiple ways. 


In Nebraska, a Senate committee learned in late October that hospitals statewide are
unable to discharge an increasing number of “difficult-to-place” patients — about a
third of whom are on Medicaid. 


So their recoveries might be hampered or delayed as they await discharge because
hospitals aren’t equipped to provide long-term rehabilitation. And emergency room
wait times increase. 


Worse, a smaller or rural hospital unable to treat a patient will have to hold the person
until a bed opens at a hospital that can provide the necessary higher level of care. 


“When you have to sit on that patient because there isn’t a bed available where they
can actually be cared for, it’s terrifying,” Adrienne Olson, chief nursing officer and vice
president of patient care services at Bryan Medical Center in Lincoln, told the
committee. 


Olson said her hospital averages 20 to 40 patients at a given time who can’t access
appropriate post-acute care. 


Henry Sakowski is the medical director for CHI Health Partners, which has 11
hospitals in Nebraska. His hospitals in the past year recorded more than 29,000
patient days attributed to avoidable delays — half of which stemmed from insufficient
placement options. 


Sakowski said patients who have baseline complex medical or behavioral issues
often require ongoing skilled nursing or rehabilitation after hospital treatment. 


“Skilled nursing facilities, however, are often unable or ill-equipped to safely manage
these patients with complex conditions, and their previous caregivers are not able to
provide the skilled care or rehabilitation that they now require,” Sakowski said. 


At least six nursing homes in Nebraska closed in the first eight months of 2022,







exacerbating the problem, according to the Nebraska Health Care Association. 


“Facilities that did close did serve these particular type of patients,” Jalene Carpenter,
NHCA’s president and CEO, told the committee. 


In an interview with Lee Enterprises, Carpenter said she is concerned that nursing
home deserts are beginning to materialize. 


Twenty of Nebraska’s 93 counties don’t have a nursing home. Another 26 counties
only have one each. 


Carpenter said demographic data show that Nebraska’s rural residents ages 65 and
older are growing at a rate faster than the younger demographic. So there isn’t a
workforce in place to support the state’s increasingly aging population. 


Rural nursing homes especially experience difficulties attracting employees for any
positions, not just nurses. 


While no doubt that nurses are important, Carpenter said, the bulk of caregivers are
certified nurses aides who provide the daily hands-on care, as well as staff who
coordinate activities, perform housekeeping and meet dietary needs. 


“You’re talking about very small communities,” Carpenter said. “Team members
potentially have to drive an hour to get to work every day — transportation can
sometimes be a struggle — so it is definitely a demographics problem that has only
been heightened by the pandemic.” 


Regulations and perceptions 


Insufficient staffing and onerous regulations are driving employee burnout and exits, a
Texas Senate committee heard from multiple nursing home representatives in August
2022. 


The committee received a bleak snapshot from a survey of nursing homes by Texas
Health Care Association: 


∎ 70% had limited admissions in the past 120 days because of staffing shortages; 


∎ 66% were closing wings or consolidating residents in rooms to maintain fiscal
solvency; and 


∎ 50% expected to be unable to meet payroll and cover other vital expenses within
three to six months of expiration of the temporary pandemic supplemental payments. 


A long-time nurse administrator in the Dallas-Fort Worth area told Lee Enterprises
that she has seriously contemplated leaving long-term care because of staff
shortages and over-regulation. 


More than a dozen of her best nurse colleagues have already done so during the
pandemic. 


Perhaps ironically, she has stayed because she worries leaving would further erode
processes and create an unsafe environment. 


“It’s not enjoyable anymore,” the nurse administrator said on condition of anonymity.
“Really the only reason I stay is I feel an obligation to the industry and to my peers.” 







She said she worked 365 days straight during some of the worst of COVID-19 and
still averages about 60 hours per week. Nursing administrators used to spend about a
fifth of their time on recruitment and retention, she said, but now it’s almost a full-time
job on its own. 


Adding to the burden, the nurse administrator said the sector is over-regulated to the
point of paperwork taking time away from patient care — especially with staff
shortages. 


Nursing communities must navigate threats of sanctions for issues that hospitals are
allowed to handle internally and without fuss from government regulators, she said. 


The NASEM report notes federal oversight of nursing homes is uniform across states
but that “considerable variation exists” in how it is carried out. And there is only
modest evidence for its effectiveness despite such a prominent role. 


“The regulatory model needs significant improvement, particularly in relation to
uneven enforcement, but there is little consensus (or evidence) to suggest which
approaches would ultimately lead to improvement in the quality of care for nursing
home residents,” the NASEM report states. 


Kevin Warren, president and CEO of Texas Health Care Association, told the Senate
committee that an unheralded aspect to address is negative perceptions of the
profession itself. 


 the pandemic until they became vilified and blamed in media for spreading COVID
among residents. 


Warren referenced a Deloitte white paper that reported about a quarter of America’s
population is Gen Z — born between 1995 and 2012. The white paper says Gen Z
doesn’t form opinions of a company solely on the quality of its products or services
but instead keys in on ethics, practices and social impact. 


“So if 25% of our potential workforce is led to believe that they are negatively
impacting our social community even though we know they’re not — we are blessed
to have them in these communities, in these facilities — it makes it very difficult to
recruit them,” Warren said. 


ABOUT THIS SERIES: 


The COVID-19 pandemic worsened nursing home staff shortages – causing capacity
limits and closures – and exposed systemic shortcomings. 


Lee Enterprises west region Public Service Journalism team examined the “Care
Crisis” and its implications. The team explored the nursing home sectors in Montana,
Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas. Each state ranks poorly in federal quality ratings,
staff shortages or turnover rates. 


Nursing communities and advocates in those states are urging lawmakers to help
improve care for America’s growing health-assisted population by boosting Medicaid
reimbursement rates and paying competitive wages to close historic cost gaps. 


Reconvening state legislators armed with committee hearings testimony and data







could start reshaping the future of nursing homes in 2023. 


By Corey Jones 


 


OWH: New health care collaborative in Nebraska to step up focus on building
workforce 
 


Twenty Nebraska health care and educational organizations have formed a
collaborative with the goal of digging deeper to address the state’s health care
workforce shortage. 


The Nebraska Health Care Workforce Collaborative was initiated by the Nebraska
Hospital Association and the Nebraska Rural Health Association. Other members
include many of the state’s medical professional organizations and the colleges and
universities that educate those professionals, as well as the Nebraska Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. 


“Nebraska is facing a serious health care workforce crisis, and there is no way to
overcome the crisis without collaboration and investment,” Jeremy Nordquist, the
hospital association’s president, said in a statement. “This challenge is too big for one
organization or one school to solve on their own.” 


The collaborative’s goal, said Nordquist, who is co-chair of the group, is to develop
long-term health care workforce solutions by sharing information about current and
future workforce needs and strengthening the health care education pipeline in the
state. 


The Nebraska Center for Nursing and the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s
workforce report already provide good snapshots of the gap between supply and
demand of health care workers, Nordquist said in an interview. The nursing center, for
instance, projects that the state will be short more than 5,400 nurses by 2025. 


“Now we need to come together and really start aligning as much as possible the
supply and demand,” he said. 


To gather that data, the hospital association and member groups representing
nursing homes, federally qualified health centers, health care providers and higher
education will survey their members. The aim will be to gauge the number of health
professionals that colleges expect to graduate against anticipated demand. Nursing
will be the first focus. 


Nordquist said the state is not investing enough in its nursing programs to fill the gap,
whether at community colleges, universities or private colleges. Additional data from
all corners of the state is needed to determine what is needed to narrow the gap,
which varies from place to place. That data also will help the group plan where to
make investments, particularly when it’s seeking state funding or philanthropic
contributions. 


Conversations among collaborative members and meetings with nursing college
deans throughout the state indicate that schools are getting enough qualified nursing







applicants, he said. 


However, some community colleges and other programs have difficulty accessing
enough clinical sites for students to train, limiting the number of students they can
accept. 


Drawing from those conversations, the hospital association and other partners will
seek the introduction of a legislative bill next week that would provide money to the
Nebraska Center for Nursing to work with hospitals and nursing schools to open more
clinical training sites for nurses, particularly in areas of greatest shortage. 


The bill also tasks the center with developing programs that incentivize increasing
clinical sites. The measure would authorize the Nebraska Legislature to appropriate
$3 million for such efforts in fiscal year 2023-24 and $7 million in 2024-25. 


One issue, Nordquist said, is that nursing faculty, who have to have master’s degrees
or be working toward them, generally are paid less to teach than they would earn at
the bedside. 


In addition, hospitals sometimes can take more nursing students, he said, but training
slots are full during the day. One option might be to find ways to incentivize training
opportunities at night and on weekends. 


In the future, Nordquist said, the collaborative will focus on the behavioral health and
physician workforces. 


By Julie Anderson 


 


LJS: A legal desert - Attorneys are scarce in Nebraska's rural areas 
 


Here's a little known fact: A dozen counties in Nebraska currently have no practicing
attorneys. 


Zip from the towns of Bartlett, Hyannis or Stapleton. Zero from Arthur, Springview or
Spencer. Zilch from Harrisburg or Hayes Center. 


And by 2027, four more counties are projected to join them, according to the
Nebraska State Bar Association. 


In fact, by then half of the state's counties are expected to have three or fewer
attorneys unless something changes. 


At the Judicial Resources Commission's annual meeting in December, Nebraska
Supreme Court Justice Stephanie Stacy went over the current numbers and the
projections, illustrated by brightly colored maps. 


A stripe of 16 counties crossed the center of the state, mostly north of the Platte River
and hugging South Dakota's border. Another 32 counties in pockets across the state
were highlighted in a lighter shade. 


A visual legal desert. 


"This trend, if you will, will probably make courtroom technology and remote







appearances a more critical need in our county courts," Stacy said, speaking in a
hearing room at the Capitol with members across the state watching by video. 


Of the 5,547 attorneys with active law licenses living in Nebraska, the vast majority
(83%) live in large urban areas, with 11% in small urban communities. 


"And only 7% of Nebraska's lawyers live in the rural communities," she said. 


Unlike the Lincoln and Omaha areas, where millennials (those born in the early ’80s
to mid-’90s) now account for the largest category of practicing attorneys, in rural
areas most are baby boomers getting closer to retirement. 


Stacy said there are several programs actively working to retain and recruit lawyers to
the state's rural communities. 


In 2013, the Nebraska State Bar Association started a rural practice initiative to
connect law firms that were hiring with law students or new associates looking for
jobs in Greater Nebraska. 


"We hope to see a difference from that," Stacy said. 


And the state's law colleges have partnered with Chadron State College, the
University of Nebraska at Kearney and Wayne State College to create a Rural Law
Opportunities Program to encourage the practice of law in the state's rural areas. 


"So there's work being done," Stacy told the group. "But it is a phenomenon that I
wanted the resources commission to be aware of, because it impacts our courts." 


Last week, Liz Neeley, executive director of the Nebraska State Bar Association, said
they did the forecast to take a closer look at attorneys reaching retirement age and
what the map could look like if they aren't replaced. 


"It's, I think, eye-opening," she said. "A lot of the lawyers in rural Nebraska are older,
and so we're hoping to kind of cast a light on the importance of this issue for our
state." 


Neeley said the bar association started to look closer at the issue 10 years ago after
hearing anecdotes about pockets of the state where there used to be 15 or 20
lawyers and the numbers had dwindled. 


And after hearing from members who wanted to retire but felt like they couldn't
because there was no one to hand the practice to. 


"At that time we really started looking at the distribution of lawyers across the state to
find out if there were areas that were underserved or that we should be concerned
about," she said. 


Soon after that, it began rising as a national issue, Neeley said. 


"Nebraska's not the only state that has this problem," she said. 


There are a lot of states with what's referred to as "legal deserts," Neeley said. And
there are a lot of strategies to try to help with recruiting and retaining lawyers in
underserved areas. 


Like the rural legal program, which was modeled after the Rural Health Opportunities







Program started years ago to encourage medical health professionals to practice in
shortage areas. 


Students at UNK, Chadron or Wayne State would work toward their undergraduate
degree for free and automatically be admitted into the Nebraska College of Law if
they meet a certain law school aptitude test score. The idea is to build the pipeline of
rural lawyers in the state, Neeley said. 


And they hope to see results similar to the Rural Health Opportunities Program,
where around 65% of the students return to rural parts of the state to practice health
professions, she said. 


She said a recent survey of lawyers in rural Nebraska within the first five years of
practice found that more than 70% grew up in a rural area. Which tends to show merit
in the idea. 


Though lawyers from urban areas sometimes go to work in rural areas of Nebraska,
too, Neeley said. 


On one hand, she said, the shortage is a rural economic development issue. Lawyers
do a lot of things, like help families with wills and adoptions, with sales of homes and
businesses. 


But there's also an access-to-justice concern, she said. 


As a legal profession, Neeley said, the bar association wants there to be equality
before the law, and the concern is that there's becoming a geographic barrier to
accessing legal services. 


Technology can be used to bridge that gap and help people access legal services or
the court system remotely, she said. 


"I think there's progress being made on those fronts," Neeley said. "But this
conversation is really a part of how do we recruit and retain legal talent across the
state of Nebraska." 


If the number of rural attorneys continues to decline, finding applicants for open
judgeships could become a problem. Or finding lawyers to handle court appointments
in criminal and juvenile cases, where travel time would cost the counties more, could
be challenging. 


"The pool of lawyers available for court appointments in certain areas of our state is
really at a crisis level," she said. "There's just not a lot of lawyers to appoint, or you're
appointing lawyers who have to drive 75 to 100 miles to get to their court
appointment." 


Jeff Jarecki, a partner at Jarecki Sharp & Petersen P.C. in Albion, is currently is one
of five attorneys in Boone County. Wheeler County to the west has none. Greeley
County has one. 


He said all Nebraskans face legal issues, whether personal or business related. 


"And it is vital that legal services remain accessible to all citizens of the state of
Nebraska no matter their location," he said. 







In an email, Jarecki and Tana Fye, who has a practice in Holdrege, said there is
increasing concern regarding the need for more attorneys in rural Nebraska,
especially as the baby-boom generation transitions to retirement. 


Also, as the need for more attorneys grows in the urban areas, it becomes more
challenging for rural areas to recruit attorneys, they said. 


While these challenges will continue, they said, adjustments during the pandemic led
to more conference calls and court appearances by video. 


"While technology will be utilized to ensure access to legal services for all Nebraska
residents, the goal of the Nebraska State Bar Association is to maintain a strong
physical presence of attorneys in rural Nebraska," Jarecki said. 


By Lori Pilger 


 


OWH: OPPD to build metro area's first solar farm on shuttered landfill northwest
of Omaha 
 


The Omaha Public Power District plans to build the metro area’s first utility-scale solar
farm on a former landfill on the northwest edge of Omaha. 


The utility will begin a feasibility study this summer, which will include how much
power it could generate and when it might come online. 


The 160-acre landfill is at 126th and State Streets near Davis Middle School. 


Douglas County owns the landfill, and the solar farm would be a joint project of the
county and OPPD. 


A $3.46 million grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust will help get the project
off the ground, according to OPPD. The grant will help with the added costs of
building a solar plant on a landfill, where greater environmental precautions must be
taken. OPPD said it will share any lessons learned with other utilities. 


In a joint statement this past week, representatives of OPPD and Douglas County
celebrated the partnership. 


“I hope that this project will be a model for how we can achieve dual use of other
landfills and public property in the area,” said OPPD President and Chief Executive
Officer Javier Fernandez. 


Douglas County Board Chairwoman Mary Ann Borgeson described it as an
innovative, great partnership. 


Kent Holm, director of Douglas County Environmental Services, said the project is a
win-win given the limited opportunities to use former landfills. 


The county already provides gas from the landfill to the Metropolitan Utilities District. 


“Adding solar can be another positive step,” he said. 


OPPD says the site has good potential for generating solar power and is near an







existing OPPD substation, making it easy to connect to the grid. 


OPPD is in the process of building its largest and first-ever utility-scale solar farm on
500 acres near Yutan. That site, known as Platteview, is expected to generate 81
megawatts of electricity, enough to power 14,000 homes. 


OPPD currently has a small, 5-megawatt community solar farm in Washington
County. 


Community solar farms are those funded in part by community members, sometimes
through shares in the power. 


Utility-scale solar farms are those built and funded by a utility or developer for
general-purpose electricity. 


By Nancy Gaarder 


 


OWH: Nebraska Public Power District to study sites for new nuclear plant in
Nebraska 
 


Nebraska is taking another step into the as-yet-uncertain future of nuclear power. 


On Friday, the Nebraska Public Power District announced that it would undertake a
study of potential locations for a small modular reactor, thanks to funding from the
Legislature. The study will be funded through $1 million in federal dollars awarded to
NPPD by the Nebraska Department of Economic Development. 


Small modular reactors are the new type of nuclear reactor under consideration
around the world. Utilities say these smaller reactors offer several advantages over
the much larger traditional reactors by requiring less space, costing less to build and
providing greater flexibility in where they can be built and how much electricity they
generate. 


However, critics say they remain unproven and carry the baggage of any nuclear
reactor: no great solution for radioactive spent fuel, potential high costs to build and
potential nefarious use of nuclear material. 


Because they are so new, no such reactors have yet been built in the U.S. 


Grant Otten, spokesman for NPPD, said the study will put NPPD in a better position
should small modular reactors prove themselves and the district decide that nuclear
power is something it wants to pursue. 


Other major utilities in Nebraska and Iowa also have expressed interest in nuclear
power. MidAmerican Energy has included nuclear among the options it is studying.
The Omaha Public Power District has said it is monitoring developments in the
industry. 


The NPPD study will occur in two phases: determining the 15 best such sites within
Nebraska and then whittling them down to four. The first phase is expected to be
completed this spring and the second phase could take a year, according to the







utility. 


Factors used in evaluating sites include access to water and transmission lines and
criteria set by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Some models of these new
reactors are less reliant on water, which means NPPD could study sites that aren’t
along rivers, which has been where the state’s power plants have been built. 


NPPD has contracted with the engineering firm Burns & McDonnell to assist with the
study. 


A nuclear power plant hasn’t been built in Nebraska in 50-some years. 


As a state, Nebraska has been taking a number of steps toward reopening doors to
nuclear power. Most recently, the Nebraska Legislature set aside money from the
federal government’s infrastructure bill for this study. In 2021, the Legislature
unanimously approved allowing nuclear power to qualify for renewable energy
incentives. 


Safety would be paramount with any project, Otten said. 


“Small modular reactors are designed with very advanced safety features,” he wrote
in an email to The World-Herald. “Further, if an SMR were to be built in Nebraska, it
would have to meet Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations; and it would be
operated and maintained to protect the safety of the public.” 


NPPD operates Nebraska’s only nuclear station, Cooper Nuclear Station near
Brownville. OPPD used to operate the much smaller Fort Calhoun Nuclear Station
near Blair, but closed it several years ago, citing costs. Construction at both Cooper
and Fort Calhoun began in the 1960s, and they came online in the early 1970s. 


The utility’s other major baseline plant, the Gerald Gentleman Station near
Sutherland, runs on coal. 


Otten said NPPD remains committed to its existing baseload plants. 


“(Gerald Gentleman) and Cooper are both essential parts of NPPD’s generation mix,
for providing low-cost reliable power to our customers,” he wrote. “NPPD does not
currently have any plans to retire either GGS or Cooper.” 


NPPD has said it plans to continue operating Cooper until its license expires in 2034.
A decision on whether to seek a 20-year license extension for Cooper will be made at
a later date. 


By Nancy Gaarder 


 


OWH: COVID cases, hospitalizations remain low in Nebraska, but boosters
urged 
 


The number of cases and hospitalizations due to COVID-19 remained relatively low in
Nebraska last week and declined slightly in the nation as a whole, but health officials
continue to urge boosting. 







Regional differences in both cases and hospitalizations continued in the U.S., with
COVID cases and hospitalizations remaining elevated in parts of the East and South. 


Nebraska tallied 1,486 cases for the week ending Jan. 11, close to the 1,420 cases
tallied the week before, according to data from the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. That was down from a peak above 3,600 in early December.
The state’s per-capita case count remained in the lower third among states. 


A new subvariant of the coronavirus that has become dominant in the East also
gained slightly in Nebraska, according to preliminary data from the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services. XBB.1.5 made up an estimated 9% of
positive samples to undergo genomic sequencing, up slightly from the week before. 


Nationally, XBB.1.5, which is more transmissible than other recent versions of the
virus and can more effectively infect cells, now appears to dominate in the U.S.
According to CDC projections, it made up 43% of positive samples to undergo
genomic sequencing last week. The subvariant topped 80% of positive samples
sequenced in the Northeast. 


Amid uncertainty about what kind of wave the new subvariant will produce, health
officials have urged people to get up to date on vaccines. Specifically, that means
getting the updated bivalent booster, which targets the original strains as well as more
recent omicron subvariants. 


Early findings from a study measuring the effectiveness of the bivalent boosters
indicate that the shot provides vulnerable people over 65 with significant protection
against the worst outcomes. 


Published by the CDC in late December, the study indicated that people over age 65
who had received the updated bivalent booster were 84% less likely to be
hospitalized with COVID-19 compared with unvaccinated people. 


Bivalent-boosted older adults also were 73% less likely to be hospitalized with COVID
than those who had received monovalent or original vaccines but not the new
booster. 


“This pandemic has gone on for a long time,” said Dr. Nicholas Mohr, a University of
Iowa professor of emergency medicine, anesthesia and epidemiology who
participated in the study. “Everybody wants this to be done. But we continue to have
more variants, the virus continues to evolve and immunity doesn’t last forever.” 


“One way that we can protect not only ourselves but also our friends and family
members, especially those high-risk groups, is to be boosted,” he said. “And the
bivalent vaccine is a really an important tool to improve outcomes in our
communities.” 


Uptake of the updated shots has been low, even among seniors. In Nebraska, only
43% of the vulnerable 65-and-over population had received the latest booster as of
early January. That was above the U.S. average of 38%. Iowa ranked in the top 10
nationally, with 51% of its 65-and-over population having received the latest booster. 


Looking at all adults, only 19% in Nebraska, 22% in Iowa and 18% nationally are up
to date on all their shots. 







And booster shots are almost nonexistent among children. Among those 17 and
under, only roughly 5% in Nebraska, Iowa or nationally have received the latest
booster. 


The analysis was conducted when other omicron subvariants, namely BA.5, BQ.1
and BQ.1.1, were predominant. But lab studies suggest the bivalent booster still is
effective against severe disease with XBB.1.5, according to Johns Hopkins University
researchers. 


The CDC recommends updated bivalent boosters for everyone 5 and older, if it has
been at least two months since their last dose. Children ages 6 months to 4 years
who completed the Moderna primary series also can get the booster if it has been at
least two months since their last dose. There is no booster recommendation for
children 6 months to 4 years who got the Pfizer primary vaccine series. 


In a bit of good news, both influenza and respiratory syncytial virus, or RSV, continue
to decline in Nebraska as well as in the country as a whole. Nebraska’s influenza-like
illness activity was high last week, down from the very high category, where it had
been for weeks. 


Nebraska now has tallied more than 558,000 cases of COVID-19. The seven
additional deaths reported last week bring the state’s total count to 4,730. 


By Julie Anderson 


 


OWH Editorial: Ronnie Green has served UNL, Nebraskans well 
 


Ronnie Green didn’t grow up in Nebraska, but he has been a valuable contributor to
his adopted state since 1985, when he enrolled in a doctoral program in animal
breeding and genetics at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 


Now Green, who eventually became UNL’s chancellor, is planning to retire from that
job at the end of June. A search firm has been hired to help find his replacement. 


Green, 61, has led UNL since 2016 through difficult times, including the COVID
pandemic. He deserves thanks for his commitment to the university and his efforts to
boost graduation rates. 


The 3,611 degrees conferred in May 2022 was a record for May graduation
ceremonies. But that number alone doesn’t show the improvement in graduation
rates. 


When Green took over as chancellor, the four-year graduation rate was 38.2%. That
reflected the percentage of students who entered the university in 2012 and then
graduated by May 2016. 


Six years later, the four-year graduation rate — students who entered in 2018 and
graduated by May 2022 — was up to 47.9%. 


Meanwhile, UNL’s research expenditures have climbed 16% during his tenure, from
$295 million to $321 million. And campus construction projects have boomed. 







Green’s time as chancellor has also come with some controversy, including turnover
in the Nebraska athletic department. 


And after the murder of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer, Green launched
UNL on a worthy effort to examine racial discrepancies and improve diversity on
campus. When the university unveiled its plan in November 2021, it drew criticism
from some Republican politicians, including then-Gov. Pete Ricketts. 


Ricketts accused Green of believing “UNL is racist” — a charge that Green rejected. 


“I do not believe that UNL is racist,” Green said. “Nothing could be further from the
truth.” 


Green defended the effort to identify and eliminate any institutional barriers affecting
students or employees of color. But he acknowledged that he had erred in not briefing
regents more in-depth on the plan before it was rolled out. 


Green had worked in the private sector before returning to Nebraska in 2010. He
served as a vice chancellor, as well as vice president of Nebraska’s Institute of
Agriculture and Natural Resources, before becoming chancellor. 


“It has been a distinct calling, privilege, honor and our greatest pleasure to serve the
university,” Green said. 


After leaving his position, Green said he will continue with the university for a year to
help the NU system in its push to raise $3 billion to support students and faculty,
academic and research programs. After that, he won’t remain on the faculty or hold
any other official university role. 


Still, Green says he plans to remain in Lincoln with his wife, Jane, who he met when
he first moved to Nebraska for graduate school. 


NU President Ted Carter thanked the Greens for serving UNL over the past 13 years.
“This is a well-earned decision for them and I am happy knowing they will soon get
more time with each other and their growing family,” he said. 


We join him in wishing them well. 


 


OWH Column: Blackshirts go to the best players, but they have to be earned 
 


One the things I love about the holidays is catching up on news with friends and
relatives. The topics can range anywhere from politics to sports, funerals to job
promotions. We move effortlessly from topic to topic. 


These past holidays were no different. Because I’m a former Husker football player, I
usually get a few questions about the team. What started the talk this time was my
cousin, Tim, commenting on former Nebraska Interim Coach Micky Joseph’s remark
about the defensive players’ Blackshirts tradition having become a nuisance. It made
me think back to when I played and how important they were to team morale and
promoting competition. 







Looking at me, he asked, “What do you think?” In case you’re not familiar with the
term Blackshirt, it refers to the first team defensive players. The defensive players
wear white practice pants and a white practice shirt. The coaches assign colored
pullover jerseys to denote a player’s rank. For example, wearing a green pullover is
equivalent to being on the third team. A gold pullover is for second team players. And
a black shirt is for first team players. 


Once the depth chart is established, a green shirt, for example, sets his sights on the
gold shirt player in front of him with the goal of outplaying him. This is so he can be
awarded the other player’s gold shirt and corresponding spot on the depth chart. A
gold shirt player wants to outplay the person in front of him and take his black shirt. 


The coaches were always evaluating players by watching practice and game films
and making changes to the depth chart. It created competition, which is the key to
improvement. I remember watching whoever I was competing with to evaluate their
performance and see if I had a chance to move past them on the depth chart. The
1970s competition was tough, and it was hard to move past someone on the depth
chart. I was a defensive tackle and I backed up John Dutton. He was a first-round
draft choice and played 10 years for the Dallas Cowboys. He was part of the
Fearsome Foursome. Willie Harper was a star defensive end. He played 10 years for
the San Francisco 49ers. Our middle guard was Outland Trophy winner Rich Glover,
who also played in the NFL. Tom Ruud and Bob Nelson were linebackers in my class.
Ruud was a first-round draft choice and played for Buffalo and Cincinnati. Nelson was
drafted in the second round and started at linebacker for the Oakland Raiders in two
different Super Bowl games. 


Back in the ’70s, if you wore a black shirt, you were potentially an NFL-caliber player.
Wearing a black shirt was an honor. I remember the day I was awarded a black shirt
— I was on cloud nine. Correspondingly, the day I was demoted and they took it
away, I was demoralized. Which brings us back to Nebraska’s current situation. There
aren’t enough NFL-caliber players on the team, which is indicative of their record the
past few years. 


The team with the biggest, fastest, strongest players is usually the team that wins.
Anyone who has ever coached football learns that quickly. Bob Devaney and Tom
Osborne were great recruiters, and the results speak for themselves. 


The people leading the athletic department realize that and, with Athletic Director
Trev Alberts — a former all-American linebacker — taking the lead, Nebraska is
building for the future. We just hired a topflight football coach, Matt Rhule, who has
hired topflight assistant coaches. And this summer, Nebraska will open a new state-
of-the-art practice facility. It will have 315,000-square-feet and cost $165 million. I can
just imagine some five-star recruit being impressed and asking, “where do I sign?” 


So begins Nebraska’s fight to get back to the top tier of college football. We have a
new coach, energetic assistants and a world-class practice facility. Should be a piece
of cake. But the thing is, you never know the outcome in sports until you play the
game. 


George Mills is a former Douglas County Board member and Husker defensive
lineman from the early 1970s who has a master’s degree in urban studies. 







 


OWH: One person, one vote 
 


I think that Wesley Dodge (“Partisan clown show”) is wrong in calling for ranked
choice voting. Ranked choice voting goes against the principle of one-person, one-
vote and therefore is unconstitutional. Having a run-off election following last year’s
Republican gubernatorial primary would have made sense given that Jim Pillen won
with only about one-third of the votes cast in that primary election. Mail-in ballots
could have been sent to registered Republicans who voted in the gubernatorial
primary election, saving the cost of the run-off election to choose the Republican
candidate for governor of Nebraska. For all states with multiple congressional districts
to follow the laws of Nebraska and Maine in how the electoral college votes are won
makes sense to me. This is especially true of states where you have a Democrat
majority in large cities and many other areas in those states where Republicans are in
the majority. The voters in the large cities in those states cancel out the votes of the
rest of the state in presidential elections. 


Stephen Hillman, Omaha 


 


OWH: Cronyism 
 


Governor Pillen’s decision to appoint Pete Ricketts, to replace Ben Sasse in the
United States Senate, comes down to one word: cronyism. In my opinion, Pete
Ricketts bought a United Senate Seat, and Pillen made it official. Ricketts may be
qualified to hold his new position, but that doesn’t mean he deserves it. Pillen should
have selected someone who was qualified and espouses Nebraska conservative
values, but only as a “caretaker” until the next election. There were better candidates
than Ricketts, but Pillen decided to pay his “pal” back. Unethical and disgusting. 


Bradley Wardell, La Vista 


 


OWH: Biggest supporter 
 


Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis once said, “We can have democracy in this
country, or we can have great wealth concentrated in the hands of a few, but we can’t
have both.” Did Pillen just prove that by appointing Ricketts, his biggest campaign
financial source, to the senate? 


Dan Hoffman, Omaha 


 


LJS Editorial, 1/15: King's words hold key to healing division 
 


"History will have to record that the greatest tragedy of this period of social transition
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was not the strident clamor of the bad people, but the appalling silence of the good
people." -- Martin Luther King Jr. in a speech in 1959. 


*** 


As we mark Martin Luther King Jr. Day Monday, the civil rights leader's words from
more than six decades ago still hold true. There is a strident clamor from some and
appalling silence from others. 


Our nation was founded on dissent. It fueled our desire to break away from England
and the Revolutionary War. 


The essential nature of dissent to participatory government wasn't lost on our nations
founders, whose First Amendment to our constitution guaranteed the rights to free
expression of religion, free speech, a free press, freedom to assemble and the "right
to petition Government for a redress of grievances," essentially a fancy way of saying
anyone can complain. 


Dissent gets new ideas and new perspectives into the spotlight and forces our nation
and its communities -- however one defines "community" -- to confront our
weaknesses and opportunities. 


Dissent is healthy. Until it isn't. 


When opinions and ideas are being shared and people are listening and being
listened to good things can happen. When the point of contention isn't really about
change but contention itself, when volume becomes more important than verity,
problems don't get solved. 


King said, "Forgiveness is not an occasional act. It is a permanent attitude,” and "I
know that love is ultimately the only answer to mankind's problems." At the same
time, he never wavered in his call for racial equality and economic and social justice.  


The way King lived a life weaving together a constant call for change and a constant
call for love, understanding and forgiveness is an example for us all today. 


As a people, we are divided by politics and social issues. They are no greater than
political or social issues of the past. But the tone of discourse is perhaps less
constructive than in any other era.  


In a sense, our nation has always been self-healing. With time, concerted effort or a
bigger challenge, we have overcome wide rifts.  


Neither the Legislature nor Congress can write a bill to fix what ails us. Neither a
gubernatorial nor presidential order will make us better.  


The answer to a divided nation this Martin Luther King Jr. Day -- and every day --
begins with each of us.  


Fittingly, we close with words from a 1960 speech by King, again words that ring true
today: "If you can't fly then run, if you can't run then walk, if you can't walk then crawl,
but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.” 


 







AP: Border pressures migrate north as Venezuelans head to Denver 
 


DENVER — Javier Guillen just wanted to get to the United States as he endured a
three-month trek from Venezuela, hiking through Central American jungles and
spending four days clinging to the roof of a Mexican train known as “the beast” to
avoid police and kidnappers. 


But when he finally arrived in El Paso, Texas, earlier this month, the 32-year-old
settled on a new destination, only one relatively cheap bus ride away — Denver, an
additional 680 miles north of the border. 


“It’s the easiest place, closest to Texas, and there are people who’ll help immigrants
here,” Guillen said before making his way to one of a network of shelters the city has
scrambled to set up. 


Over the past month, nearly 4,000 immigrants, almost all Venezuelans, have arrived
unannounced in icy Denver, with nowhere to stay and sometimes dressed in nothing
more than T-shirts and flip-flops. The influx took city officials by surprise as they
grappled with a spate of winter storms that plunged temperatures to record lows and
disrupted transit out of the area. 


When they appealed to the state to open new shelters, Gov. Jared Polis, a Democrat
who had allocated $4 million to help care for the migrants, arranged for those who
wanted to travel onward to go by bus to Chicago and New York. That led New York
Mayor Eric Adams, also a Democrat, who had already warned his city was being
overwhelmed by new migrants, to complain about the transfers from Denver. 


The situation illustrates how record numbers crossing the southern border are
reverberating northward to cities such as Denver, New York and Washington that
have long been destinations for immigrants — but not busloads of them showing up
all at once, straight from the border and with no resources. 


“They are getting a taste of what border cities have been facing,” said Julia Gelatt, a
senior policy analyst at the Migration Policy Institute in Washington. “The fact that
people are showing up in groups with a need for basic services really is new for
northern cities.” 


In some instances, Republican governors — primarily Texas Gov. Greg Abbott —
have tried to drive home that message by transporting immigrants straight from the
border to New York or near Vice President Kamala Harris' Washington residence in
the nation's capital. Last year, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis also sent some to the resort
island of Martha's Vineyard. 


It's not clear precisely how Denver became a new destination for Venezuelans fleeing
their country's economic and political chaos. Advocates had detected small numbers
arriving from the border earlier in 2022 and warned the route was becoming
increasingly popular. 


Then, last fall, many traveled to the U.S.-Mexico border in hopes the Biden
administration would end a pandemic regulation that lets the country automatically
return asylum-seekers to Mexico. Instead, President Joe Biden added Venezuelans







to the nationalities covered by the rule in October. Venezuelan crossings dropped at
the border, but then something changed in Denver. 


Whatever the trigger, the number of migrants arriving in the city spiked dramatically in
December to sometimes 200 a day, just as a bitter winter freeze and record low
temperatures swept through. The storms snarled roads out of the city and canceled
several scheduled bus trips to points east, stranding many migrants in a city already
struggling to shelter its homeless population. 


In response, Denver converted three recreation centers into emergency shelters for
migrants and paid for families with children to stay at hotels, allocating $3 million to
deal with the influx. It reassigned workers to process the new arrivals, assign them to
shelters and help them get on buses. Residents donated piles of winter clothing. 


“Cities and states are ill-equipped to deal with this,” Mayor Michael Hancock said in
an interview. “Whether you're on the border or in Denver, Colorado, cities are not set
up for this.” 


Amelia Iraheta, a city public health employee reassigned to work with the migrants,
said one man reported walking from the border and arrived with a broken foot. One
woman, who reached Denver barefoot, still had her feet covered with cactus spines
after walking through the borderland desert. Most wore just the clothes on their back
— woefully insufficient for the subzero temperatures. 


“Coming into Denver in the peak of winter, conditions were not exactly what I think
they had been expecting,” Iraheta said. 


Most weren't intending to stay long. The city and state say about 70% of the more
than 3,800 migrants who've come to Denver since they began tracking on Dec. 9
planned to go elsewhere ultimately. More than 1,600, the city says, already left town. 


The city has set a 14-day limit on stays in the emergency shelters and is talking to
other agencies and nonprofits about opening longer-term facilities. It's unclear how
Biden's new immigration policy, which opens an additional 30,000 monthly slots for
asylum applicants from Venezuela and three other Latin American nations, will affect
the flow into Denver. 


“I really think this is not a flash in the pan,” said Jennifer Piper of the American
Friends Service Committee, which has worked with the city and several nonprofits to
help the migrants. “Denver is now on that route, and I don't think that will shift for at
least the next 5-6 months.” 


By Nicholas Riccardi 








From: Gage, John
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 1-20-23
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 9:25:08 AM


TV and Radio 


WNAX: Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen Pushing for Major Tax Cuts 


CNN: Activists preparing for ‘an absolutely crazy year’ in first full statehouse sessions since
Supreme Court overturned Roe 


NBC News: The federal government is investigating the possible human trafficking of children
who cleaned slaughterhouses 


 


Governor 


OWH: Nebraska state employees union negotiates highest salary increases in more than 35
years 


Flatwater Free Press: An Aging Breed: Nebraska’s farmers are getting older. Who will replace
them? 


 


Legislature 


LJS: Nebraska lawmakers adopt uncontroversial rule changes after brief debate 


OWH: No drama as Nebraska Legislature adopts rules for the session 


Nebraska Examiner: Senator says bill luring semiconductor plant to Nebraska would have
biggest economic impact ‘since corn’ 


Kearney Hub: Buffalo County Sen. Briese submits state government efficiency review bill 


Flatwater Free Press: Omaha senator who drove grant process has ties to potential $40 million
recipient 


Nebraska Examiner: Watchdog group says State Capitol Bible study leader should register as
lobbyist 
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State, Local and Regional 


OWH: Snow and rain that fell across Nebraska is good news for the drought, but more is
needed 


AP: Death penalty sought for man charged in Nebraska killings 


 


Opinion 


OWH Public Pulse 


1. No on LB77 
2. Voting restrictions 
3. Will there be props? 
4. Just bad government 
5. Omaha streets 
6. Forget the streetcar 
7. South Omaha streetcar 
8. Childhood obesity 
9. Nursing staff shortage 


10. Walk the walk 


LJS Editorial, 1/20: Third term for legislators is good option 


LJS Letters 


1. How about funding lunches? 
2. Abortion bill won't work 
3. Only one hope for nation 


 


National/Federal 


AP: State laws vary widely on whether felons can run for office 


AP: Railroad’s plan to test idea to cut train crews put on hold 


 


OWH: Nebraska state employees union negotiates highest salary increases in more than
35 years 
 


LINCOLN — More than 8,000 Nebraska state employees would see the highest salary increases in
more than 35 years under a tentative two-year contract agreement negotiated through their union. 


Under the agreement, union members would receive raises ranging from 10% to 27%, according to a
press release from the Nebraska Association of Public Employees (NAPE). NAPE Executive Director







Justin Hubly said these are the highest salary increases state employees have received since the
State Employees Collective Bargaining Act passed in 1987, establishing the union’s right to negotiate
contracts with the state. 


The contract will not be finalized until a majority of union members vote to ratify it. Hubly said
ratification meetings will be held through Jan. 26. If ratified, the contracts would take effect from
July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2025. 


Further details about the new contracts will not be revealed until they have been ratified, Hubly said.
There were other benefits NAPE was aiming to secure in the contracts, but even before negotiations
officially began, members made it clear that their biggest focus was pushing for wages that
exceeded inflation. 


“Wages were always going to be our top priority,” Hubly said. 


Other benefits listed as priorities for the new contracts were paid parental leave, access to remote
work assignments, retirement insurance incentives, sick leave payout, bilingual premium pay and
limits on mandatory overtime. 


The negotiations came down to the wire. NAPE announced that a tentative agreement had been
reached on Dec. 30, just one day before the deadline. 


In mid-December, Hubly said at a union press conference that the negotiations were progressing
slowly. He said incoming Gov. Jim Pillen entered the negotiations proposing that minimum salaries
would be frozen for the entirety of the contracts. Pillen spokesman John Gage denied this. 


Despite this, Hubly said he wasn’t nervous about negotiations surpassing the Dec. 31 deadline. Only
once in 35 years have contract negotiations surpassed their initial deadline, and both the union and
Pillen’s team expressed commitment to reach an agreement before that. 


Pillen has promoted himself as a fiscal conservative and previously promised to limit government
spending. However, in addition to the salary increases, he has recently proposed other major
expenditures, such as establishing a $1 billion education fund that would eventually grow to $2.5
billion. 


Pillen’s office did not respond to a request for comment Thursday. Pillen previously defended the
education funding by describing it as an “investment” rather than “spending.” Hubly said he saw the
raises as an investment as well. 


State government departments, like many other organizations across Nebraska, have been
struggling to deal with staffing shortages for well over a year. Hubly said the shortages have affected
multiple services, including snow removal on state roads. Higher wages will help the state retain
employees and hire more, he said. 


By Erin Bamer 


 


Flatwater Free Press: An Aging Breed: Nebraska’s farmers are getting older. Who will
replace them? 
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As the combine gobbled soybean plants in a Buffalo County field north of Amherst on a summer-like
October afternoon, beans went into its bin and dry pods, stems and leaves scattered out the back.  


“I’m not farming to get rich,” said the combine’s driver, Justin Taubenheim. “I’m farming to maintain
a legacy, a way of life. Faith, family and farming, in that order. The farm is kinda like the icing on the
cake.” 


Taubenheim, 31, sports far fewer gray hairs than your normal Nebraska farmer.  


The average age of a principal Nebraska farm or ranch operator: 56.4 years old, according to a 2017
United States Department of Agriculture census report. The rising worry: There won’t be a next
generation to carry on family farms – even in an era where large machinery and new technologies
have reduced the manpower needed to plant and harvest.  


The challenge goes beyond farming. Who will fill vital jobs in transportation, processing, marketing,
machinery? Who will teach at rural schools, provide health care and run Main Street businesses? 


That worry makes it critical to get more younger farmers like Justin Taubenheim and his brother
Tanner, 28, interested in living and working in rural Nebraska. 


Younger Nebraska farmers and ranchers like the brothers who spoke to the Flatwater Free Press
talked about their love of land and livestock. They stressed the importance of family ties – carrying
on legacies often stretch back generations and now stretch forward as their own kids have the same
childhood experiences they once enjoyed.  


But there are also barriers. Can the farming business provide income for an additional family? Can
their spouse find an off-farm job with a regular paycheck and health insurance? Are there nearby
schools, hospitals, grocery stores and services for young farm families like theirs?  


The Taubenheim brothers, both married with young children, are the fourth generation involved in a
family business best known for their purebred Gelbvieh beef cattle.  


They also have what many young farmers covet: Land. The brothers and their parents Mike and
Renee have each owned half of Taubenheim Farms since Justin and Tanner Taubenheim, after
earning animal science degrees from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,  bought their grandparents’
half a few years ago. 


“I have what others don’t. I had a place to go,” Justin said of returning to the family farm after
college.  


Living near Kearney, where his wife Janelle works for USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service, is another plus, the young farmer said. “I’m within 20 minutes of being able to get anything I
need.” 


“I get to coach my son’s flag football team and help with the (high school) wrestling team,” he said.
“I think there’s value in raising a kid in a small class where they get individual attention and know
everybody and their families.” 


It isn’t easy. Start-up costs are big hurdles for young producers, even those with strong family ties.
There’s equipment  – $500,000 for a new combine and $100,000 or more for a new tractor – and
high seed, feed, fertilizer and fuel bills. 







Younger farmers and ranchers may have to rent crop and pasture land for years, until – or if – they
inherit it. 


“We just didn’t have the deposit needed to start by owning our own cattle or farm ground,” said
Shelby Loeffelholz, 30, a beef producer who works with her Phelps County family. “We purchased a
feed truck and loader, but that basically was our start up.” 


Most of Leoffholz’s time is spent operating her 8,000-head feedlot on rented land north of Bertrand.
She also partners on a cow-calf herd with her parents and brother and helps with family farm crops.
Loeffelholz, her husband Logan and their two young boys live on a property rented from her parents.
Logan works at an implement dealership in Lexington. 


“I don’t think I would have done this without having family close by for support and to help with the
kids,” Loeffelholz said. She and Logan would like to own a feedlot someday and might be more
involved in the family farm after her parents retire. 


Like Loeffelholz, many Nebraska farm kids now in their 20s and 30s sought higher education and
worked other jobs before coming home.  


Mark McHargue understands this journey. He returned to Central City in 1986 after a year in college
to farm with his brother and marry his high school sweetheart, Judi, long before he became
president of the Nebraska Farm Bureau. 


He grows popcorn, feed corn and soybeans and custom-raises pigs. His sons Andrew, 32, and Jordan,
28, are home now, but own and manage their own businesses. 


“Neither of the boys really liked the hogs that much,” McHargue said. Instead, they turned their own
interests into their careers. 


Andrew worked seven years for a neighbor and then bought that farm. Jordan runs a company he
and his dad co-own, a construction business that has built more than 70 houses in the Aurora-
Central City area in the past six years. 


All three men have created rural Nebraska jobs: A combined 18 full-time construction and farm jobs,
and several other part-time jobs, by McHargue’s count. He said other economic benefits include
more work for area construction subcontractors. 


Young farmers don’t always return immediately. Alec Ibach’s journey back to his family’s Sumner
farm and ranch took eight years:  Four to complete a UNL degree; four more working at Farm Credit
Services of America. 


He and a co-worker, Nate Hartman, eventually launched Apache Ag, a company that sells seed and
other crop products from a new office and warehouse near Miller. 


Alec’s parents Greg, a longtime state ag director, and Teresa, a new state senator, wanted their
triplets to work away from home before deciding whether to return. “They wanted us to do
something else, to see other things and have other experiences,” Alec said. 


Alec, his wife Meredith and their 2-year-old daughter now live in Kearney where Omaha native
Meredith is a kindergarten teacher.  


The timing of Alec’s return to the family business – corn, soybeans, and calves from a Black Angus-







based herd – fit a need after Greg Ibach was appointed in fall 2017 as a USDA undersecretary in
Washington, D.C. 


Greg has now returned to managing his family’s beef production since he left government in 2021
and took a role at UNL’s Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources. Alec still focuses on the
farm’s commodity marketing, but spends most of his time with Apache Ag customers. 


The path back to their family farm northeast of Lexington is less certain for the Batie sisters, Juliana
Loudon, 32, and Cicely Wardyn, 29, who already have ag-related careers. 


“Julie and I have said we don’t want to just give up the farm,” said Wardyn, so they’re doing
succession planning with parents Don and Barb Batie. 


Loudon, the ag teacher and FFA adviser at Overton, lives with her husband Doug and 2-year-old son
on a small acreage between Elm Creek and Overton. She previously taught at Wood River and in
North Dakota when Doug was completing civil engineer certification requirements. 


Starting a family influenced the decision to return to Dawson County. “It was being home,” Loudon
said. “That’s the way I was raised and I want my kid to have that, too.” 


She helps farm on weekends and summers now, but wants to run the business full-time after her
parents retire. Her sister’s family farm role is more complicated.  


Wardyn was a legislative aide to Sen. Deb Fischer before returning to Lincoln to get a UNL graduate
degree. She was hired in 2021 as assistant state ag director, and is now an agriculture and natural
resources specialist in Gov. Jim Pillen’s Policy Research Office. 


Wardyn said it will take time to figure out the details of her new role. She’s similarly uncertain about
her family farm future.  


“If Julie takes over the farm full time, what is my role going to be? I don’t know, yet,” she said. 


Other young Nebraskans who aren’t tied to a family farm or ranch need other incentives to live and
work in rural communities. They need child care, Wardyn said, places to gather, ways to get involved
in the community.  


Loudon said the many “unsung jobs” available must be better promoted at high schools and in
hometowns. 


“I have a list of 300-plus careers directly related to agriculture and only two are farming and
ranching,” said Matt Kreifels, a UNL associate professor of agriculture leadership, education and
communication. 


There are now 209 different ag education and FFA programs in Nebraska, nearly double the number
that existed a dozen years ago. Kreifels said most new programs started in 2010 and 2011 after it
became clear that the strong ag economy had helped Nebraska fare better than most states during
the Great Recession.  


Nebraska has beginning farmer programs and incentives to help link young people with older
landowners who don’t have children returning to family farmers.  


“Keeping farming in the family is important,” the Farm Bureau’s McHargue said, “but you have to
have someone to farm it … not everyone is able to or wants to do that.” 







How to get future generations to live and work in rural areas is “the million-dollar question, not only
in rural Nebraska, but also in rural America,” he said.  


One vital need is broadband service required for ag production and marketing technologies,
websites to promote businesses and links to work remotely. Loudon described dependable Internet
service as “the great equalizer” for rural Nebraska. 


Many ag producers also need their spouse’s full-time job for health insurance. Loeffelholz, for
example, says her family depends on the health insurance her husband gets from his company. 


Loudon reminds her Overton students that many good jobs don’t require a four-year degree or the
related debt. The best match might be a trade school or on-the-job training. 


The McHargue sons graduated from community college. Now they’re both running multi-million
dollar businesses, Mark McHargue said. 


Although Justin Taubenheim worries about rural Nebraska’s shrinking population, especially in
isolated areas, he knows a career in agriculture or any industry “is not something you can force on
somebody.” 


“The ones who do come back are the ones who are successful, who will grow, expand and be more
productive,” Alec Ibach said. “Farming is not a job. It’s a lifestyle.” 


By Lori Potter 


 


LJS: Nebraska lawmakers adopt uncontroversial rule changes after brief debate 
 


A total of 58 changes to the permanent rules were proposed to the Legislature this year, which led
to more than 100 speakers testifying during a marathon nine-hour Rules Committee hearing last
week. 


The process was one several lawmakers described as unprecedented, both in the number of rules
changes offered and the recommendations for changes, as well as the feedback received from
Nebraskans. 


But in the end, the Legislature adopted eight changes Thursday in a floor debate that lasted a little
more than two hours and avoided the rules proposals considered more controversial that were put
forward this year. 


A proposal spearheaded by former GOP gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster and signed by
more than two dozen senators to change the selection of committee chairs from a secret ballot to a
recorded vote did not advance to the floor. 


Neither did a proposal to close committee executive sessions to members of the media, who have
been able to cover the discussions of senators behind closed doors for nearly 90 years. 


Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, the chair of the Rules Committee, said those measures may be
brought back for consideration later in the session. 


Erdman said the Rules Committee wanted to put forward a package that would allow the Legislature







to get on with its work and avoid a prolonged fight, referring to a 2017 debate that lasted months. 


Most of the tweaks accepted this year were technical: allowing the Clerk of Legislature to note that
charts or graphs were included in legislation rather than print them in the daily journal, clarifying the
dates when priority bills could be designated, and adding a link to an appendix outlining the
committee process to the online version of the rule book. 


One rule change, sponsored by Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt, eliminated language prohibiting “the use
of any mobile, portable, or wireless communication device that emits an audible signal” from being
used in the legislative chamber while business was being conducted. 


Hunt said the rule was adopted in the 1990s during the advent of the beeper. It's become obsolete
and isn't observed by most state senators who carry cellphones into the chamber. 


The most-debated proposal came from Sen. Teresa Ibach of Sumner, who proposed eliminating the
ability to move to indefinitely postpone a bill before it comes up for first-round debate. 


Commonly known as an IPP or kill motion, the Rules Committee instead advanced a rule that
changed the order in which the motion would be considered during floor debate that would allow
the bill’s sponsor to speak before the kill motion is taken up by the Legislature. 


Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh opposed the rule change and introduced a motion to return it to
the Rules Committee for further consideration, saying any change to the kill motion undermined the
toolkit available to all 49 senators. 


Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, a member of the Rules Committee, said changing the speaking order made
sense, however, because it would allow any amendments to be added to the bill first, which could
change how a senator voted on the bill as well as the motion to kill it. 


Other senators, often those in the political minority in the officially nonpartisan Legislature, said
while they weren’t thrilled with the change of how a kill motion would be taken up during debate
they understood the proposal before them was a compromise. 


Lincoln Sen. Danielle Conrad said it was part of the “compromise, consensus and common ground”
Nebraskans expect their lawmakers to find at the Capitol. 


She and Hunt also said senators should expect that there will be debate on any controversial bills,
and that an opponent using a kill motion was using one tool in order to look for more changes to
legislation. 


“I don’t think utilization of the rules is rude, I don’t think it’s out of bounds,” Conrad said. “It’s what
we are here to do, it is what we ran to do — to debate the issues great and small.” 


Cavanaugh later withdrew her motion to return the rule change to committee, and the rule was
adopted on a 46-2 vote. 


The second-term Omaha senator later introduced a rule on the floor prohibiting deadly weapons
from being carried in the Capitol or on the grounds, saying it would allow the Nebraska State Patrol
to better ensure the security of everyone in the building. 


The proposal originated from a 2021 incident in which testifiers carried guns into a Judiciary
Committee hearing room to support a bill they said clarified a person’s right to defend themselves in







their homes, workplaces or vehicles. 


The proposal drew opposition from Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar, who said she was worried about the
scope of what could be considered a deadly weapon, and Sen. John Lowe of Kearney, who said a pen
or a comb could be deemed a weapon. 


Lincoln Sen. Jane Raybould said courthouses, schools and other public buildings across the state
don’t allow Nebraskans to bring weapons inside, and said the appearance of guns could make
testifiers or legislative staff members feel unsafe at the Capitol. 


But Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon said any measure to ban guns from the Capitol would be met by
anger from many Nebraskans, adding many of the individuals who back his bill (LB77) to remove
requirements that gun owners obtain a permit would be in the building next week during the bill
hearing. 


Cavanaugh’s proposal ultimately failed 32-7. She has introduced a bill (LB749) this year that would
do the same thing. 


The only other change made by the Legislature, on a 44-0 vote, was in support of a proposal by
Omaha Sen. Mike McDonnell to allow military service members to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at
the invitation of individual senators. 


With no other proposals brought forward, the Legislature unanimously adopted the permanent rules
— what several lawmakers described as an anticlimactic end to what was expected to be an
explosive debate. 


After the debate, Conrad said she was hopeful that many of the rules proposing to inject
partisanship and erode norms were not considered, calling it a good sign for the strength of the
institution and the session to come. 


Lawmakers will check in on Friday, Day 12 of the 90-day session, but will not hold debate or
committee hearings. 


By Chris Dunker 


 


OWH: No drama as Nebraska Legislature adopts rules for the session 
 


LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers took barely two hours to adopt permanent rules Thursday, after
approving a handful of noncontroversial rules changes. 


The vote on permanent rules represented a quiet end to a process that drew record public interest,
including from former GOP gubernatorial candidate Charles W. Herbster. 


In the end, the Legislature heeded the advice of State Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, the Rules
Committee chairman. He said Thursday that he wanted to get the rules adopted quickly so
lawmakers could move on to deal with other issues this session. 


The public focus on legislative rules began well before the November election, when the Nebraska
First PAC, founded by Herbster, sought pledges from senators and candidates that they would vote
for a rules change to do away with secret ballots for electing legislative leaders. 







That idea was among more than 55 rules changes proposed in the early days of the session. The
number of proposals resulted in a public hearing that lasted close to nine hours and drew more than
100 people. 


But the Rules Committee decided against advancing any hot-button proposals, such as getting rid of
secret ballots or closing committee deliberations to the press. They also left out proposals to
eliminate the prayers that start each legislative day, revamp the redistricting process, set minimum
hours of debate before a filibuster-ending cloture motion could be considered or allow pets in the
Capitol. 


Erdman said he expects to bring up the secret ballot issue later in the session. If so, the proposal
would have to have a new public hearing and go through committee deliberation again. 


Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha sought approval of one controversial proposal that had not
made the Rules Committee package. Her rules change would have barred firearms and other deadly
weapons from legislative areas of the Capitol, except those carried by military and law enforcement
officials. 


Currently, concealed weapons are banned in the Capitol but there are no restrictions on carrying
firearms otherwise. 


Sen. Jane Raybould of Lincoln supported the change, arguing that deadly weapons are banned in
many local government buildings. She raised concerns about the safety and security of the public
and staff members. 


But Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon argued against it, saying the proposal would take away people’s
constitutional rights to bear arms based on someone’s feelings. Erdman also cited the Second
Amendment in his opposition. He said he thought the Legislature was fine as is. 


While Cavanaugh’s proposal failed, lawmakers adopted one rules change that was not part of the
Rules Committee package. The proposal, by Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha, allows veterans or
active members of the military to lead lawmakers in the daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 


By Martha Stoddard 


 


Nebraska Examiner: Senator says bill luring semiconductor plant to Nebraska would have
biggest economic impact ‘since corn’ 
 


LINCOLN — Nebraska needs to tap into the federal push to increase domestic manufacturing of
semiconductors, an effort that could create more than 4,700 jobs paying an average of $84,500 per
year, State Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha said Thursday. 


This week, McDonnell introduced Legislative Bill 616, which would authorize the state to match any
federal funds that semiconductor manufacturers locating in Nebraska obtain under the federal
CHIPS for America Act. 


“This legislation has the potential to have the biggest economic impact to the State of Nebraska
since corn,” McDonnell said. 







That would be a big impact — Nebraska is traditionally the third-largest corn-producing state in the
union, generating an estimated $10 billion from corn production in 2021. 


The federal CHIPS act, signed into law by President Joe Biden in August, allocated $54.2 billion to
help build chip plants in the U.S., to rebuild an industry that had fled overseas. 


Already, some plants are in the works, including a $40 billion facility in upstate New York planned by
Micron Technologies, a company pursued by Nebraska in the mid-1990s until it decided to locate in
Utah. 


In response, several states, including Michigan, Tennessee and Ohio, have passed, or are in the
process of passing, financial incentives to lure factories to their states. 


Passing incentives here, McDonnell said, would position Nebraska as a potential site for a
semiconductor plant and related businesses. 


The University of Nebraska at Omaha College of Business Administration estimated that such a
facility would generate up to 4,735 high-paying jobs. 


UNO projected that nine companies would locate in the state, investing $5.5 billion in new facilities
and in the production and operation of semiconductor manufacturing. The ongoing impact of such
manufacturing would add $2.7 billion to Nebraska’s gross domestic product, the university
estimated. 


LB 617, dubbed the Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS) Act, calls for
the allocation of $20 million in state funds to help train workers for the semiconductor industry in a
collaboration between Metro Community College and UNO. 


McDonnell has been working with a Woburn, Massachusetts, company, Nantero Inc., that is
interested in situating a plant in Nebraska. That company’s director has ties to Nebraska but was not
immediately available for comment Thursday evening. 


By Paul Hammel 


 


Kearney Hub: Buffalo County Sen. Briese submits state government efficiency review bill 
 


BUFFALO COUNTY – State Sen. Tom Briese has submitted a bill in the Nebraska Legislature to carry
out an efficiency review of the state government. 


Briese, who represents District 41, which includes Buffalo County, excluding Kearney, and Hall
County, excluding Grand Island, told Kearney Hub such a review is needed. 


“When we’re dealing with taxpayer dollars, we have a solemn obligation to ensure those dollars are
utilized in the most efficient manner possible,” he said Wednesday. “The status quo should never be
acceptable.” 


Per LB-684, the Department of Administrative Services would “contract with an entity to assist the
state with significantly improving government services of state agencies.” 


The review would start July 2023 and conclude in June 2025. 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskalegislature.gov%2FFloorDocs%2F108%2FPDF%2FIntro%2FLB617.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C55b67816008343c12ca808dafafa80cc%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638098251070945451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X%2BnAE0%2FLBoEDE9s4xrliLLC0Yry%2FJbCpp9gQvoYmIow%3D&reserved=0





The aim is to “reduce costs while improving quality,” with a target of “25% improvement” overall. 


Among the 194 state agencies that would be reviewed are: Department of Agriculture, Department
of Banking & Finance, Department of Correctional Services, Department of Economic Development,
Department of Health & Human Services, Department of Justice, Department of Labor, Department
of Motor Vehicles, Department of Natural Resources, Department of Revenue, Department of
Transportation, State Department of Education, and the Nebraska Accountability & Disclosure
Commission. 


Even the Board of Barber Examiners would be reviewed. 


There are many benefits that come with fostering greater efficiency, said Briese. 


“We can save money and hopefully provide services in a better means and more efficient manner,”
he said. “It’s about delivery of services and saving taxpayer money.” 


Briese has submitted similar legislation in the past. For example, in 2021 he introduced LB-213, a bill
to audit the state government. 


Such efforts are a passion for Briese, he said, “because of the obligation we have to the taxpayers
and all Nebraska to make sure their dollars are spent wisely.” 


There are no specific inefficiencies that are causing Briese alarm, he said. 


“I’m simply trying to locate those inefficiencies,” he said. “We’re looking for ways for government to
do a better job in every arena.” 


Briese has heard concerns from his constituents about such inefficiencies, he said. 


“I had a conversation with a constituent some time ago complaining about the operation of a
department within state government,” he said. “It really reinforced my opinion that, yes, we need to
try to root out any inefficiency and make sure we run state government in as efficient a manner as
possible.” 


Briese is “cautiously optimistic” the bill will receive support from fellow legislators. 


“We have a responsibility as stewards of taxpayer dollars, as stewards of state government, that
Nebraskans get the most bang for their buck, that we’re utilizing their taxpayer dollars in as efficient
a manner as possible, and ensuring that we’re delivering services in the best way possible,” he said,
“for the benefit of all Nebraskans.” 


By Brandon Summers 


 


Flatwater Free Press: Omaha senator who drove grant process has ties to potential $40
million recipient 
 


Sen. Justin Wayne introduced and has been the driving force behind a bill that will soon deliver
hundreds of millions of dollars to North Omaha and other low-income neighborhoods in the city and
state – an unprecedented infusion of cash. 







A few months before introducing the bill, Wayne filed paperwork for a nonprofit, Sankofa
Development Corporation, which morphed last year into the Sankofa Innovation District, now led in
part by Wayne’s friend and fraternity brother. 


Sankofa Innovation District would receive $40 million – the single largest grant awarded – if the
Legislature approves a plan drafted by an outside consultant.  


In a series of interviews over the past week, Wayne, an Omaha Democrat, has said he has no current
involvement with or financial interest in the company that applied for grant funding. He confirmed
that he incorporated the original version of Sankofa but also said he did that work pro bono. He and
others, including Sen. Terrell McKinney, who along with Wayne represents most of North Omaha in
the Legislature, argued that Wayne’s connection to Sankofa isn’t a conflict of interest. 


“The organization that applied is not the organization that I incorporated,” Wayne said. 


Former lawmaker John Stinner, who chaired the Legislature’s Appropriations Committee when
Legislative Bill 1024 passed, and a political science professor both told the Flatwater Free Press that
Wayne disclosing his relationship upfront would have been a good idea.  


When funds enter a senator’s district, it’s common for that senator to have a relationship with
someone involved, said Stinner, a Republican from Gering. 


“That should not take away from the fact that they may be best served to execute the plan, as long
as it’s fully disclosed and everybody understood going in that that was the relationship that you’re
having to deal with,” Stinner said. 


The bill, called the Economic Recovery Act, passed the Legislature almost unanimously in 2022,
sending $335 million in Federal American Rescue Plan Act and state dollars to areas like North
Omaha, South Omaha and other areas hit hard by the pandemic. 


Much of that money was set aside for a grant program overseen by a special committee. The law
specifies that the committee be led by the senator who chairs the Legislature’s Urban Affairs
committee – last year, that was Wayne. Now, it’s McKinney.  


The special committee recommended the Legislature hire Nebraska engineering and design firm
Olsson to create a plan for using the money, which involved workshops with stakeholders and public
hearings.  


In August 2021, Wayne, a lawyer, signed incorporating documents for “Sankofa Development
Corporation.” Then, in January 2022 – the same month he introduced the bill – Wayne signed
incorporating documents for a nonprofit with a slightly different name: “Sankofa Economic
Development Corporation.” 


Wayne said he had the original idea for a concept using the word Sankofa but was busy. He told
friend and fraternity brother Victor Beanum about it, which Beanum confirmed with Flatwater Free
Press. Beanum loved the name and asked Wayne to incorporate it for him, he said – work Wayne
said he did for free.  


When it became clear Beanum and others involved with Sankofa were interested in grant funding,
Wayne said he told them he wanted nothing to do with it and they should start their own, new
company. 







Beanum, now a board member of Sankofa, said Wayne is not involved. He and Wayne said the
“Development Corporation” and “Innovation District” are completely separate efforts. The
corporation was focused on real estate use, Beanum said, while the Sankofa Innovation District is “a
virtual hub for small business, entrepreneurship, and innovation.” 


But state paperwork suggests that the two ideas are linked.  


Amended documents for Sankofa Economic Development Corporation were filed Sept. 29, 2022,
without Wayne’s name associated. On Oct. 21, the same four people that signed that
documentation signed articles of incorporation for “Sankofa Innovation District.” 


State paperwork for both entities lists the same primary function: “to restore value to the
community by directly and indirectly acquiring, developing, and selling vacant and abandoned
properties in cooperation with stakeholders and residents for the benefit of the community.”  


The state received 367 applications for funding. Each was given a unique ID number and evaluated
using a rubric approved by the special committee that Wayne chaired, according to Olsson’s report.
The applications were reviewed three times and also scored according to economic impact. 


According to its grant application, Sankofa Innovation District plans to create a centralized hub “for
innovation, entrepreneurship, and high paying jobs” at 16th and Locust Street. The wide-ranging set
of efforts and partnerships estimated a total budget of nearly $458 million and requested almost
$139 million in grant funding. 


“More than just ‘a building’ or ‘a campus’ the Sankofa Innovation District (‘Sankofa’) will be the
mecca of entrepreneurship and innovation (E&I) in the Midwest,” the application reads. “… At
Sankofa, we’re building and championing a place and an idea that, hundreds of years from now,
history will celebrate as changing the world and forever improving human conditions both in North
Omaha and around the world.” 


Martin Williams, the Innovation District’s incorporator and president of its board, could not be
reached for comment. Michael Piernicky with Olsson said the contractor was told by the special
committee to direct all media requests to McKinney’s office.  


Sankofa was recommended to receive far more funding than any other proposal in North Omaha.
The next-biggest North Omaha recommendation was a $20 million project submitted by the Omaha
Economic Development Corporation, one of two projects from that organization that Olsson
recommended funding. In South Omaha, Olsson recommended that Southside Redevelopment
Corporation receive $39 million for a project.  


Wayne said he has been no more involved with the current Sankofa organization than he has with
other groups interested in funding. He confirmed that he has spoken to Sankofa Innovation District
board members and other entities involved with the idea – Creighton University, for example – and
encouraged them to come together, he said.  


He and McKinney did the same thing with South Omaha leaders, Wayne said. 


In an interview this week, Wayne initially said he would declare a conflict of interest and not vote on
a bill if it’s specific to LB 1024, to avoid any perception of a conflict.  


Later the same day, he said he didn’t see why he would declare a conflict, given he has no financial







stake in the company and it’s a separate entity from the one he helped. McKinney agreed that
there’s no conflict.  


”If people in the community feel like I shouldn’t, I won’t vote on it,” Wayne said. “But I don’t know
why.”  


The proposed $40 million to Sankofa and other projects are still several steps from actually being
funded. The funding recommendations will become a bill that goes through the typical lawmaking
process, including deliberation by a committee, any potential changes to the bill, and finally votes by
the full Legislature. Wayne is no longer the chair of that committee, but was recently appointed as a
member. 


Both Wayne and Ja Keen Fox, a community advocate, suggested that Wayne himself and the funding
effort are receiving extra scrutiny. Fox emphasized that it’s because much of the funding is flowing
to North Omaha, a historically Black area. 


Fox said he has heard North Omaha community members raise questions about the grant process
similar to the questions Flatwater Free Press asked for this story. Fox did not directly apply for
funding, but has helped groups who did apply and is in touch with Wayne and McKinney.  


“There’s always an elevated need to be pristine and perfect in the way that Black people operate in
America, specifically in conservative states like Nebraska,” he said, referring to the level of scrutiny
on Wayne’s relationship to Sankofa and also the selection process, generally.  


“This is a symptom of that larger, systemic paternalism kind of thing,” Fox said. “That we need to be
removed from our own processes for it to somehow be fair.” 


Stinner said he would be “shocked” if there was an actual conflict of interest. There was ample
discussion about such conflicts last year during debate, he said.  


“I would think that Justin Wayne would be particularly careful – along with any other senators sitting
on that oversight (committee) – be particularly careful not to have some kind of self-dealing,”
Stinner said. 


Ari Kohen, a political science professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, said that Wayne’s
explanation – that he incorporated the documents for a friend – makes sense on its face. But, in
politics, appearances matter. 


“It’s very hard on the first blush to know whether it’s a serious problem or the appearance of a
problem,” Kohen said, and it’s further complicated by the fact that Wayne had a hand in setting the
parameters that led to the selection of the group. 


“I would want to see a statement from him as they went into that committee’s work saying, ‘Full
disclosure, I’ve been involved in the incorporation of an organization that might want to do this,’”
Kohen said.  


Fox said he believes Wayne and McKinney have handled this expertly, but also sees opportunities for
transparency to address community anxiety around the funding.  


One question in the community: Who or what is Sankofa? 


Fox said even he hadn’t heard of the effort before it was recommended to receive the $40 million







grant.  


He said he’s talking to Wayne and McKinney about organizing an informational meeting where
organizations with recommended projects present their proposals to people in North Omaha. 


“I think for it to be so new to get this amount of investment is a scary thing,” he said. “… I think the
community is rightfully wary, and that’s whose anxieties we should be prioritizing, especially in this
moment.” 


By Sara Gentzler 


 


Nebraska Examiner: Watchdog group says State Capitol Bible study leader should
register as lobbyist 
 


LINCOLN — Every Wednesday morning during Nebraska legislative sessions, a group of about a
dozen state senators gather over breakfast for a Bible study led by a former pastor who used to be a
county Republican Party chairman. 


Later in the day, over a provided lunch, Arin Hess, the chaplain and president of Capitol Studies,
holds a Bible study for legislative staff at the State Capitol or a nearby state building. 


But while Hess maintains that he’s merely maintaining a four-decade-long tradition of “serving civil
servants with Scripture” at the State Capitol, some watchdogs of the Legislature, along with at least
one state senator, contend that what happens at those studies amounts to lobbying and that Hess
should register as one. 


On Thursday, Common Cause Nebraska called on Hess to “immediately” register as a lobbyist, saying
his teachings have led to the introduction of bills. The government watchdog group also said Hess’
work fits the definition of a lobbyist, which is one “who attempts to affect matters before the
Nebraska Legislature on behalf of another.” 


“While Hess and Capitol Studies are within their rights to advocate for policy related to their faith,
lobbyists and their principals should not escape regulation,” said Gavin Geis, the executive director
of Common Cause Nebraska. 


Hess, during interviews last fall with the Nebraska Examiner and again on Thursday, said he doesn’t
see a reason to register. 


‘Lobbying for Jesus’ 


“About the only thing I can be guilty of is lobbying for Jesus,” said Hess, who is a former minister at
Community Bible Church in Norfolk, where he once served as a county GOP chairman. 


The call to register comes as concern is rising about the growing influence of “Christian nationalism”
on state and federal policies. Christian nationalism is a belief that the United States is a “Christian
nation” and for Christians alone. 


It has led to concerns about how people with other religious beliefs and atheists are treated, the
treatment of the LGBTQ+ community and how it is influencing the introduction of some bills. 







For instance, State Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, who has praised Hess as “great encouragement”
and someone “sent by God,” has introduced a bill the past two years calling for the posting of the
national motto, “In God We Trust,” in prominent places in each school building. 


Bills promoted by WallBuilders 


Such proposals have been among the national initiatives of WallBuilders, a Texas-based group that
emphasizes “the moral, religious, and constitutional foundation on which America was built.” 


Two other bills introduced in the past two years, involving medical ethics and the protection of
religious rights, appear to be inspired by WallBuilders, according to Geis. The purpose of that group,
he said, is clearly to influence legislation. 


Hess said that his Bible studies do utilize WallBuilders videos and that he and some state senators
attended a recent WallBuilders convention, but he said his group is not affiliated with WallBuilders. 


 “They’re just another reference for us,” he said. 


Hess said he does not help draft legislation, as WallBuilders does. “That’s not my place.” 


Erdman and Glenvil Sen. Dave Murman, another regular attendee at Capital Studies meetings,
rejected the idea that Hess was engaged in lobbying and needed to register as one. 


Murman said the country would fall apart without a moral code to live by. 


“They provide Christian morals and values. I guess if you call that influencing legislation, that’s a
good thing,” he said. 


But others have concerns. 


Bellevue Sen. Carol Blood said she is uncomfortable with the Bible study group’s use of state
facilities for meetings, the use of state email to promote the meetings and the access to legislative
offices by Hess during the pandemic. 


Would other religious groups, she asked, get the same accommodation? 


Patrick O’Donnell, the recently retired Clerk of the Legislature, said he was careful about the
appearance of “a religious organization doing business in a public building.” 


Because of that, the Bible studies had been held in the Capitol’s cafeteria, which was considered
publicly available space because the food service there had been closed. 


More recently, after the cafeteria reopened, Capitol Studies has been meeting outside the State
Capitol, in a meeting room in a state office building across the street. At other times, Bible studies
have been held in a senator’s office. O’Donnell said lawmakers are free to choose what meetings
they have in their own offices. 


Hess, who served 40 years as a pastor in Norfolk, took over as chaplain and president of Capital
Studies in May 2021 after the death of the previous director, Perry Gauthier. It is funded by
donations and billed as nondenominational and nonpartisan. 


Up to 900 people a day visit the State Capitol, Hess said, and his job is to “serve the officials and their
staff members by providing prayer, Bible study and spiritual support in their daily lives.” 







An ‘under shepherd’ 


“I’m coming in as an under shepherd for Jesus Christ to pastor for these people,” he said. 


The Bible studies focus on topics such as “Christian Ancestry” and “Select Psalms for Civil Servants.” 


Hess said if the Bible study topic touches on legislation that is being being debated, he will make
reference to it, though he feels he is only pointing out what the Gospels say. 


“I am not going to change their viewpoint,” he said. Rather, it’s “Let’s look at what the Bible has to
say.” 


“When the Bible doesn’t speak specifically on an issue, I pray that God will clearly show the path
they should take,” Hess added. 


He said he doesn’t feel that Capitol Studies gets any preferential treatment because other religious
group could set up similar meetings if they chose to. 


Geis, of Common Cause, said what is taught at the Bible studies is not the point, it’s that what is
taught is influencing senators and leading to legislation, which means that lobbying is occurring. 


Kate High, a Common Cause board member from Lincoln, first raised concerns about Capitol
Studies. 


She said that, on her own behalf, she filed a complaint with the Internal Revenue Service this fall
about the group’s 501(C)(3) status, arguing that Capitol Studies violates the prohibition of excessive
lobbying. 


High said she thinks Hess needs to register as a lobbyist. 


“I do believe that people have a right to their own religious ideas,” High said. “But you just need to
touch the bases and follow the rules like everyone else.” 


By Paul Hammel 


 


OWH: Snow and rain that fell across Nebraska is good news for the drought, but more is
needed 
 


From border to border, Nebraska set records this week for precipitation — the latest in a wave of
storms that are expected to help the state’s drought conditions. 


Still, significantly more moisture is needed to dig the state — and the region — out of its deep hole.
The same generally holds true for the Omaha metro area. 


“There’s nothing but upside with this (storm),” said Corey Mead, a meteorologist with the National
Weather Service office in Valley. The Wednesday storm brought a mess of freezing rain and some
snow to the Omaha area but heavy snowfall to other areas. 


Significantly more precipitation is needed, Mead said, to end the drought. 


Scottsbluff, Hastings, Grand Island, Lincoln, Norfolk and Omaha set daily records Wednesday for







precipitation, according to the National Weather Service. A daily record is based on a calendar date
and is not an all-time record. 


In Omaha, 0.52 inches of precipitation fell, breaking the previous daily record for Jan. 18 of 0.40
inches, set in 1979. 


The storm was able to produce significant precipitation because it pulled warm, moist air northward
from the Gulf of Mexico. 


In the metro area, the ground is just warm enough that it likely is absorbing some of this storm’s
precipitation, said Scott Evans, a horticulturist with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in
Douglas and Sarpy Counties. 


Based on sensors at the extension office near 80th Street and West Center Road, he said, the soil
temperature is a degree or two above freezing. 


“(That) would imply that there is some patchy frost in the ground that could impede some moisture
moving into the soil,” Evans said. “However, we do think this weather event will help ease some of
the moisture deficit — how much, not sure.” 


Virtually all of Nebraska remains classified as in drought, based on the U.S. Drought Monitor, a map
that is updated weekly. That map is based on conditions as of Tuesday, before the latest storm hit. 


A fraction of a percentage of Nebraska, located on the Kansas border, is considered in near-drought
status. 


On Thursday, the U.S. Climate Prediction Center released the long-term national outlook for
drought. While seasonal forecasts are difficult and things could change, the update indicates there’s
no sign of improvement for Nebraska in the months ahead. 


Thus far, northeast and southwest Nebraska is where the state has seen improvements in drought
intensity in recent weeks. 


Looking back further, to the start of the “water year,” the state remains in worse shape. The water
year begins each fall after plants stop pulling moisture from the ground. 


Below are the percentages of Nebraska considered to be in extreme drought or worse as of: 


Tuesday: 45.24% 


Jan. 1: 56.71% 


Start of water year (fall 2022): 30.52% 


According to the National Drought Mitigation Center, which is housed at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and which publishes the national drought map, the benefits of these winter storms will be
better understood after the spring melt. When that happens, scientists will get a better sense of
whether rains and snows have replenished soil moisture and aquifer levels. 


By Nancy Gaarder 


 


AP: Death penalty sought for man charged in Nebraska killings 
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Prosecutors in northeastern Nebraska will seek the death penalty for a man charged in the killings of
four people last summer in the small town of Laurel. 


Assistant Nebraska Attorney General Corey O’Brien filed notice on Tuesday of aggravating
circumstances that would justify a death sentence for Jason Jones, 42, if he’s convicted. 


Jones is charged with arson, weapons counts and four counts of first-degree murder in the August
killings of Gene Twiford, 86, and his wife, Janet Twiford, 85; their daughter, Dana Twiford, 55; and
Michele Ebeling, 53. 


Prosecutors say Jones started fires at the victims’ homes after they were killed. A day later police
found Jones in his wife’s house — which sits across the street from Ebeling’s home — suffering from
severe burns. He was hospitalized for two months before being released and moved to a prison in
Lincoln to await trial. He’s being held without bond. 


Some of the aggravating circumstances O’Brien laid out include the accusations that Jones
committed multiple killings within a short period of time; that he did so during the commission of
other felonies; that at least two of the killings were carried out in an effort to keep the victims from
identifying the killer; and that the fires were set to try to conceal the killer’s identity. 


Jones has filed notice that he will not enter a plea at his arraignment set for Monday while his
attorneys challenge the constitutionality of the state’s death penalty. 


Attorneys with the Nebraska Commission on Public Advocacy, which often represents defendants in
death penalty cases, are representing Jones. The attorneys — Todd Lancaster and Matthew
McDonald — did not immediately return messages Thursday seeking comment. 


Jones’ wife, 43-year-old Carrie Jones, was arrested last month and charged with first-degree murder
in the death of Gene Twiford, as well as tampering with evidence and being an accessory for
reportedly hiding her husband as authorities searched for him. The arrest affidavit that holds details
of the accusations against her has been sealed from public view. 


She is being held on $1 million bail and is set to be arraigned Tuesday. Her attorney, Doug Stratton
of Norfolk, declined to comment when reached Thursday. 


Laurel is a community of less than 1,000 people, about 100 miles (160 kilometers) northwest of
Omaha. 


By Margery A. Beck 


 


LJS Editorial, 1/20: Third term for legislators is good option 
 


Next year, Nebraska voters are certain to be asked to allow state senators to serve three consecutive
terms in Legislature 


That is because 40 of the 49 senators have signed on to LR22CA, a constitutional amendment
proposed by Sen. Robert Dover of Norfolk that would increase the state’s legislative term limit from
two four-year terms to three. 
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A legislative newcomer who was appointed to fill the unexpired District 20 term after Sen. Mike
Flood was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives last summer, Dover said he brought the
amendment after discussions with legislative staff, lobbyists and current and former senators. 


“To a person, they said (term limits) took away from the consistency at the Capitol and that it wasn’t
a good thing,” Dover told the Journal Star. “That’s why I brought it forward – to fix something that
needs to be fixed.” 


That problem – the lack of continuity in addressing issues which can take years to create a passable
solution, a loss of legislative knowledge and leadership and the resultant increase in the influence of
the governor and executive branch – has been apparent since the first year in which term limits,
approved by voters in 2000, took effect. 


In 2006, 20 state senators were forced out because of term limits. An additional 16 followed in 2008,
That was more than 70% of the Legislature gone in two years. 


That turnover has inevitably continued following the seven elections since – with 13 senators forced
out last year. 


A handful of senators, including most notably former Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers and this year,
Lincoln Sen. Danielle Conrad, have sat out four years, and were again elected to the seat they
previously held. But those cases have been few and far between. 


Given the 40 of 49 signing on to the bill, it’s surprising that a similar constitutional amendment
proposed by Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne two years ago failed to advance. Perhaps, there has been
enough disruptive turnover in the Legislature that senators have, at last, recognized there is
something they can do to mitigate the damage of the two-term limit. 


The Journal Star editorial board has long opposed term limits for any office, believing that voters
have the opportunity to “limit” the term of any incumbent at the ballot box every four years. There,
however, appears to be no effort underway to eliminate entirely them for the Legislature, which also
would require a constitutional amendment. 


In that case, we strongly support LR22CA, which appears destined to be overwhelmingly approved
by the Legislature, with no chance for a successful filibuster, and will support extending the limit to
three terms when it is on the 2024 general election ballot. 


 


LJS: How about funding lunches? 
 


Our new governor while running for office expressed a special interest in education of our children.
Studies have shown that children need proper nutrition to do well in school. 


The state seems to have some extra funds available to spend on good programs. My suggestion
would be to apply those funds to a school lunch program to ensure every child gets a no-charge
lunch regardless of income. 


John Elgin Hicks, Lincoln 







 


LJS: Abortion bill won't work 
 


State Sen. Joni Albrecht estimated her bill to ban abortions after six weeks would “eliminate 85% of
abortions in the state.” The last word in her claim, “state,” serves as an important qualifier — well-
off Nebraskans who need abortions will go to Colorado, a state which has steadfast respect for the
autonomy of pregnant people. However, her central claim that abortion bans will eliminate
abortions is flimsy and inaccurate. 


What Albrecht’s bill, publicly supported by around 30 of her colleagues, seeks to do is put abortions
in the shadows. Decades prior, when abortion was outright illegal in wide swaths of the country,
images of the bloody corpse of Gerri Santoro after a self-administered abortion, sparked outrage
and became a symbol of the oppression of pregnant people. 


Thankfully, advancements in pharmaceuticals have created medication with less risk -- medication
that the state, no matter what Joni Albrecht or Gov. Jim Pillen says, will never be able to stop
Nebraskans from importing and self-administering. Nebraskans will continue to get abortions, but
they will get them outside the medical/legal system. 


Because this is the ultimate goal of Albrecht and the entire conservative movement — suffering.
They know they cannot actually stop abortions, so they will make anyone who seeks a safe medical
procedure have to risk it all. Exemptions for rape and incest mean nothing when prosecutors and
police departments seldom prosecute and investigate these claims. If these bills pass, we will be
further denying freedom to pregnant people to seek medical advice. 


Matt Baldwin, Lincoln 


 


AP: State laws vary widely on whether felons can run for office 
 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The case of a defeated New Mexico candidate arrested in a politically
motivated shooting spree has turned a spotlight on an issue that has been evolving in the states:
whether people with criminal convictions are eligible to run for public office. 


Solomon Peña overwhelmingly lost a bid for the New Mexico statehouse as a Republican and is
accused of paying four men to shoot at the homes of four Democratic officials. He had denied his
loss and made baseless claims that the November election was “rigged” against him, even though he
received just 26% of the vote against the longtime Democratic incumbent. 


While the case raises alarms over politically motivated violence in the U.S., it also highlights
differences across the country in whether people with past criminal convictions can run for office.
Peña spent nine years behind bars after being convicted of being part of a retail theft ring. 


The states have a range of laws for reinstating rights to felons. In most states, the ability to seek
state or local office coincides with the restoration of voting rights. 


But even in some states where the vote is restored automatically, felons still need to get a pardon or



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fpolitics-new-mexico-state-government-michigan-2022-midterm-elections-fc96f8ea93cfc5107bf4e9bfaaa55482&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C55b67816008343c12ca808dafafa80cc%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638098251070945451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iMJmcvzcE%2FxPlOqq9txoh7%2FddoRv7Ey%2BdNXwH6bvjos%3D&reserved=0





expungement to run for office, said Margaret Love, co-founder and director of the Collateral
Consequences Resource Center, which keeps a 50-state database on restoration of rights. 


Some states, including Louisiana and Nebraska, have additional time requirements on when
someone’s eligibility to run for office can be restored. States that require a pardon can vary on who
has the pardoning authority. 


Peña, 39, was arrested in April 2007, accused of stealing electronics and other goods from several
retail stores as part of a burglary crew. He was released from prison in 2016, and had his voting
rights restored after completing five years of probation in 2021, corrections officials said. 


His opponent last year filed a lawsuit questioning Peña’s eligibility to seek office, but New Mexico
District Court Judge Joshua Allison said the state constitution only required that he be a qualified
voter to be eligible for elected office. In a ruling that is being appealed, the judge said any attempt
by the state legislature to impose additional requirements would be unconstitutional. 


In New Mexico, voting rights are now automatically reinstated upon completion of a sentence,
Lauren Rodriguez, communications director for the state attorney general’s office, said in a written
response to questions. 


Some states don’t allow those with felony convictions to run for office, while others impose various
restrictions. 


Earlier this month, on the two-year anniversary of his participation in the attack on the U.S. Capitol,
former West Virginia state lawmaker Derrick Evans announced he would run for a U.S. House seat in
2024. That’s despite pleading guilty to a felony civil disorder charge in 2022. 


With his felony conviction and a sentence that includes three years of probation, state law would
prohibit Evans from voting or seeking state or local office. Under that law, even when he finishes his
sentence he would be unable to run again for the legislature or for magistrate, a limited judicial post
that is open to non-lawyers. 


There are no such limits to run for federal office. 


University of Iowa law professor Derek Muller said the Constitution’s 14th Amendment spells out
who would be unable to run for federal office. The list includes those who took an oath to support
the U.S. Constitution and then engaged in insurrection or rebellion, or those who gave aid or
comfort to the country’s enemies. 


“That’s the only thing that expressly disqualifies you under the Constitution,” he said. 


Donald Kersey III, deputy secretary and general counsel for the West Virginia secretary of state’s
office, said Evans was not convicted of insurrection or treason and therefore appears eligible to run
for Congress. 


In Georgia, a person convicted of a felony involving “moral turpitude” can hold office only if the state
Board of Pardons and Paroles grants a pardon or a restoration of civil and political rights. Most
violent crimes and most felonies involving stealing money are crimes of moral turpitude, but some,
like felony DUI, are not. 


A felony conviction in Illinois bars people from holding any municipal office — for instance, as a city
mayor or village board trustee — unless they receive a pardon or the state’s governor restores their
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rights. Illinois also bars people with a felony conviction from serving as a county sheriff, or taking on
a political office overseeing a fire protection district, a public library board or a park district. 


In Virginia, people convicted of felonies are automatically stripped of their civil rights. The state
constitution gives the governor the sole discretion to restore them, apart from gun rights. With the
restoration of voting rights comes the ability to seek public office. 


Candidates with felony criminal records can hold office in New Hampshire once their sentences are
finished, except for those convicted of bribery or corruption to get elected or obtain an
appointment. 


Louisianans approved a constitutional amendment in 1997 that barred convicted felons from
seeking or holding public office for 15 years following the completion of their sentence. But a 2016
state Supreme Court ruling nullified it. 


In 2018, state voters again overwhelmingly passed a constitutional amendment on the subject. This
one prohibits convicted felons, unless pardoned, from seeking or holding public office until five years
after completing their sentence. 


In Nebraska, the law has several steps. First is a two-year wait after the completion of a sentence to
have voting rights restored. That allows someone to seek office, but not hold it — which requires a
pardon. 


Sam Titus, 66, defeated the incumbent Democrat in his Burt County supervisor race in November.
But to take office, he had to wait until his pardon was granted more than a month later by a panel
that included the governor, secretary of state and attorney general. 


Titus had two felony convictions from years ago, including for buying a stolen planter for his farm,
which he described as a “poor decision.” He served probation and thought the convictions had been
expunged. He discovered the pardon requirement after winning a race in 2020 for the local airport
authority board and learning he could not be sworn in. 


Titus applied for a pardon in January 2021 but did not get a hearing until December 2022. He said he
told voters about his criminal record as he campaigned and explained he would need a pardon to be
seated. 


Titus said his situation shows how difficult it can be to deal with the legal system, but also why states
should provide a pathway for felons who have done their time to serve the public. 


“Our lawmakers truly need to realize how important it is to help those that have changed their lives,
understand their wrongs, are good people, want to move forward, want to do the right thing and
want to give back to those people that they have hurt,” he said. 


By Gary Fields and Josh Funk 


 


AP: Railroad’s plan to test idea to cut train crews put on hold 
 


OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Union Pacific’s latest attempt to move toward cutting its train crews down to
one person remains on hold because of the longstanding safety concerns of the union that







represents conductors. 


The railroad had wanted to start a pilot project this year in the western end of its home state of
Nebraska to test out how quickly a conductor based in a truck could respond to train problems and
compare that to how fast the conductor aboard the train could address them. 


But the Transportation Division of the International Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and
Transportation Workers union refused to agree to the plan because it believes train conductors play
a crucial safety role. 


UP executives told the Federal Railroad Administration that their plan would have helped them
determine how feasible it would be to reduce train crews down to just an engineer and might give
the agency valuable information to consider as it weighs whether to issue a rule requiring two-
person crews. 


The pilot program wouldn’t have actually reduced the train crew down to one because Union Pacific
would have kept conductors on their trains while adding ground-based conductors to test out their
response. 


Union Pacific has been undaunted in pursuing one-person crews even after the FRA proposed a rule
last summer that would require two people in the cab of a locomotive in most circumstances. The
railroad argues that modern technology — particularly the automatic braking system railroads were
required to install in recent years — makes the conductor unnecessary on a train and executives
believe that moving conductors off of trains would improve their quality of life by giving them more
predictable schedules and keeping them from going on the road. 


UP spokeswoman Kristen South said the railroad can’t move forward with its plan “without it being
agreed upon through collective bargaining.” 


The union confirmed in a letter that no such agreement has been reached. 


The SMART-TD union has long opposed moving conductors out of locomotives, arguing they help
monitor track conditions and radio communications while ensuring that engineers remain alert and
respond to any emergencies or mechanical problems on the train. In the case of a derailment or
collision, conductors are the first ones to respond before any additional help can arrive. 


SMART-TD President Jeremy Ferguson urged regulators to approve their proposed rule requiring
two-person crews at a hearing last month because “conductors are observing track conditions while
engineers are obligated to split their attention between monitoring the controls and the track.
Having conductors on trains saves lives, and prevents disasters in ways technology cannot. Artificial
intelligence absolutely has a role to play, but it cannot replace authentic human intelligence in
railroading.” 


One of the most striking examples of the benefit of having a conductor on board came during a fiery
2013 derailment near Casselton, North Dakota, when the conductor was able to help separate
undamaged tank cars filled with crude oil from the rest of the train so they could be pulled away
from the fire. 


Ferguson also cited an example of a time when a conductor was able to get a young boy off the
tracks before the train hit him by stepping out on the front of the locomotive and waving him away. 
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But the railroad’s spokeswoman, South, said “a conductor’s job primarily consists of preparing a
train for departure and addressing mechanical issues that occur on a route.” And UP believes those
duties could be best handled by someone based on the ground who responds to any problems
within a certain territory. The railroad even created a video touting their idea. 


In addition to the safety concerns, the union also raises practical questions about whether a
conductor driving a truck would even be able to reach a train in remote locations where no roads
are near the tracks. Plus, a conductor in a truck could easily get delayed in traffic. 


In the western Nebraska location where UP wanted to start testing its idea, those concerns wouldn’t
come into play much because the area is rural and a major highway runs right along the tracks. The
job of a ground-based conductor would get more complicated in mountainous terrain or urban areas
with heavy traffic around the tracks. UP had planned to test its concept in those kind of areas later. 


By Josh Funk 
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TV and Radio
KETV: Gov. Ricketts shares optimism about keeping TD Ameritrade jobs in Omaha
NET: Lawyers for juveniles question coming to a head
NET: For Many Hemp Farmers, The First Year Was As 'Bad As It Can Get'
 
Governor
AP: 4 Missouri River states unite to try to limit flooding
NCN: Governor Asks For Funds To Support Local Government's Flood Recovery
Fremont Tribune: Governor seeks $63 million in state funds for flood relief
AP: Governor names 3 students to Nebraska college system board
Norfolk DN: Battle Creek students meet with Gov. Ricketts to celebrate “Find Your Genius” placing
OWH: Nebraska Pardons Board met only twice last year, denying people 'a fresh start,' senators told
LJS: Bill would force Nebraska Pardons Board to meet and consider applications
OWH: Capitol Digest: Bill in Nebraska Legislature providing lawyers for juveniles blocked again
LJS: Officials say State Fair's finances, like a midway ride, are now spinning in the right direction
NP Telegraph: Jim Hawks to be chair of Nebraska Highway Commission
 
Legislature
LJS: Don Walton: Taxes, Iowa, the Senate and impeachment
LJS: Debate stopped on bill to ensure juveniles and parents understand right to attorney
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Beyond flood damage, effects of region’s wettest year ranged from West Nile to cattle fertility
AP: Nebraska jobless rate remains 3.1% for 6th straight month
OWH: Welcome to Boomtown! Omaha is building up, down, out and across the metro area at a record rate
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: State Racing Commission must operate within its limited authority
OWH Editorial: Blueprint Nebraska offers opportunities for progress
OWH Editorial: The OPS/YMCA partnership is a plus for students
OWH Editorial: The planned North Omaha Trail will be a welcome community asset
OWH Midlands Voices: Oversight is needed for Nebraska's youth offender facilities
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OWH Midlands Voices: 2nd District's 'purple' character disproves gerrymander claim
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Increase Crime Stoppers reward
2.       Support horse racing
3.       OPS pension fund and taxpayers
4.       That free military airfare
5.       Hagel, Kerrey, impeachment
6.       Disappointed in Sasse
7.       Coverage of ERA, Walk for Life
8.       Punishment of immigrants
9.       A juvenile president
10.   Go after unlicensed vehicles
11.   Taxes and military retirees
12.   Best incentive goals
13.   Learn from Iowa on tax policy


LJS Editorial, 1/26: Schools are making cash; their athletes should be, too
LJS Local View: Act to ensure hate has no home in Lincoln
LJS Letters


1.       The high cost of denying a problem
2.       A call for new war powers act
3.       Rental law raises questions
4.       City needs to fix its streets
5.       Bond issue pays it forward
6.       Bond issue needed for schools
7.       Who will stand up to Trump?


GII: Bills will help develop Nebraska's workforce
 
National/Federal
OWH: President Trump could be an X-factor in Don Bacon's bid to retain 2nd District House seat
OWH: Washington Digest: Long days, no cellphones and 'the most momentous decision a senator can make'
OWH: Many Nebraskans, Iowans in the crowd as Trump becomes 1st president to speak at March for Life
LJS: Smith says Trump has earned Nebraska's support
AP: Trump administration approves Keystone pipeline on US land
 


AP: 4 Missouri River states unite to try to limit flooding
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and Missouri are joining forces for a study that will look for ways the states
can limit flooding along the Missouri River and give them information about how wetter weather patterns could require
changes in the way the U.S. government manages the basins reservoirs.
The states are pooling their money to pay for half of a $400,000 study with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to measure
how much water flows down the Missouri River.
The states hope to present a united front to federal officials to gain more influence over how the river is managed after
devastating floods in 2011 and 2019.
“We’ve got to look at the data, but it’s certainly possible that we’re going to see more wet years,” Republican Nebraska
Gov. Pete Ricketts said at a recent media briefing. “We need to collect the data first, and then we can address with the
Corps what they ought to be doing.”
Officials from the states plan to meet next month to decide how to proceed.
A lot of the data the Corps uses to manage the Missouri River is outdated and doesn’t account for the two historic
floods over the last decade, said Jeff Fassett, director of the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources. The Corps did
not respond to requests for an interview.
“We need to be factoring in new information as we look forward,” Fassett said. “Nobody knows whether this is the new
normal. What if 2023 looks like 2019? If this happens again, we need to be better prepared.”
The effort comes as higher global temperatures are causing glaciers to melt into the oceans and producing extreme
weather conditions that are more intense and destructive than ever before. The states are bracing for more frequent
and severe floods, even as some of their top officials, including Ricketts, question mainstream climate science.
Fassett said the states also want to identify “pinch points” on the river that could cause a water buildup during a flood.
He pointed to a crossing at Nebraska Highway 2, where the river spilled over its levees and covered Interstate 29 last
year. Crews responded by raising and lengthening the bridge to let more water flow underneath.
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States that work together tend to carry more sway with the federal government because don’t make conflicting
requests, said Tim Hall, the hydrology resources coordinator for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.
Hall said the partnership is similar to a group of upper Mississippi River states that joined forces in 1981 to mitigate
flooding.
“It’s a lot easier than one state trying to negotiate with the Corps,” Hall said. “It can be done, but it’s more challenging.”
The partnership also encourages states to share data and not work against one another, Hall said.
“In the big picture, we all want to accomplish the same thing,” Hall said.
The Missouri is the longest river in North America, running from western Montana through the Dakotas and touching
Nebraska, Iowa and Kansas before cutting across Missouri and entering the Mississippi River at St. Louis.
The states it touches once had a coalition known as Missouri River Association of States and Tribes, but it eventually
disbanded after Iowa and Nebraska withdrew amid a dispute with Montana over how to manage the river. Nebraska
and Iowa wanted more water released from upstream reservoirs earlier in the year to prevent summer flooding, but
Montana was concerned about effects on wildlife and recreation during drought years.
The new, four-state coalition would focus on flood mitigation.
By Grant Schulte
 


NCN: Governor Asks For Funds To Support Local Government's Flood Recovery
 
PLATTSMOUTH - Increasing flood relief funding is one of Gov. Pete Ricketts’ top  priorities for the 2020 fiscal year.
Ricketts discussed the 2019 March flooding and shared his proposals for restoring infrastructure with Plattsmouth
residents at the city’s library Jan. 22.
Ricketts: “Six people died, 84 counties were impacted, hundreds of people were left homeless and 90,000 acres of
farmland was flooded as a result of the floods in 2019.”
In response, Ricketts said the 84 counties have submitted requests totaling $400 million to FEMA (Federal Emergency
Management Agency) for flood relief.
Ricketts: “FEMA will pay 75 percent, but that still leaves a lot for the counties and cities to pick up. That would leave the
cities with 12.5 percent of the cost and counties 12.5 percent to pay.”
He said $50 million has been set aside to help with the state’s part of the coverage.
Ricketts: “The overall package (for flood relief) is just short of $60 million. Several counties have low populations and
low tax bases. I’ve asked the state to put aside another $9.2 million to help those counties. We’re proposing to pick up
about 18 percent of the costs. We’re also asking for another 20 percent for the Governor’s Relief Fund.”
Plattsmouth City Administrator Erv Portis thanked the governor for the state support already received.
Portis: “The state of Nebraska is a strong supportive partner as we repair and look at our future.”
Plattsmouth Mayor Paul Lambert agreed. “I think the governor and his team have been fully behind us as we still make
repairs on this flood damage. People are out today to stabilize our plants.”
Many communities along the river were severely damaged in 2019.
Ricketts: “There were 318 days when there was a flood warning or flood watch somewhere in Nebraska.”
As for preventative measures, Ricketts said he has been meeting with governors from Iowa, Kansas, North Dakota, South
Dakota and Missouri about improving communication with the United States Corps of Engineers.
Ricketts: “We’re discussing how we can work to make people and property a top priority.”
The discussion will continue during the National Governor’s meeting in August.
Ricketts: “It’s a long process.”
He noted Congress passed the Flood Control act in 1945, “which worked great for a long time.”
In 1966, Congress passed the Endangered Species Act and in 1979 the Corps was charged with flood control and
protecting endangered species. In the aftermath, projects aiming to do both cause the river to spread out and resulted
in more flooding.
Ricketts said he’s asked for $250,000 to hire consultants to look at the hydrology of the river.
Ricketts: “Do we need higher levees. What can we ask of the Corps of Engineers?”
Plattsmouth resident Joyce Bowman asked how cutting Gavin’s Point Dam releases to 25,000 cubic feet per second this
month will help with spring flooding this year. Ricketts said lowering the water level will give crews time to repair levies
and do more flood control.
The flooding, despite the damage, brought out the best in Nebraskans, Ricketts said.
Ricketts: “We saw people stepping up to help their neighbors, friends helping friends and Nebraskans helping complete
strangers. Volunteers filled sandbags, people donated supplies and others gave hot meals to workers. Because







Nebraskans stepped up, 2019 will go down in history as our finest hour.”
By Patti Jo Peterson
 


Fremont Tribune: Governor seeks $63 million in state funds for flood relief
 
PLATTSMOUTH – Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, during a visit to Plattsmouth on Thursday, recommended that nearly $63
million be budgeted by the state for financial relief from last year’s costly floods.
He also praised as “our finest hour” the way Nebraskans helped each other in dealing with the historic flood of 2019.
“It showed what it means to be a Nebraskan,” Ricketts said at a town meeting in the public library.
The governor said 84 counties have submitted over $400 million in disaster relief projects to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, which would pay 75 percent of those costs, leaving the state and those counties to pay the
remaining 25 percent.
Numerous entities in Cass County have submitted their own disaster relief projects. These entities include Plattsmouth
and the county’s Roads Department. The county’s Emergency Management Department has submitted slightly more
than $13,000 for sandbags and overtime.
His recommendation to the Legislature is to provide $50 million for addressing the state’s share of those projects, plus
another $9.2 million to aid those counties that are particularly strapped financially.
An additional $3 million would go in the Governor’s Emergency Fund so that the state is prepared to address any future
events.
On a related issue, Ricketts said he is working with some area governors in seeking a “united voice” for dealing with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on future Missouri River issues. This would include a policy of putting the concerns of
people and property ahead of endangered wildlife.
The meeting, sponsored by the Plattsmouth Chamber of Commerce, attracted about two dozen people who came
despite wintry weather that perhaps kept attendance down.
Besides flooding issues, Ricketts devoted much time to that always popular topic – taxes.
Under his administration, the state’s budget has grown less than 3 percent, he said.
“You have to control spending to have sustainable tax relief,” Ricketts said.
He proposed $500 million in property tax relief over the next three years, plus a 50-percent decrease in the taxes
Nebraska charges on retirement benefits by veterans.
This proposal might reverse the current trend of veterans leaving the state.
Ricketts also wants to create scholarships for young people for pursuing degrees in high-demand fields. If approved by
the Legislature, this plan could start this fall, he said.
“We need to make sure we can hold on to our young people,” he said.
By Tim Rohwer
 


AP: Governor names 3 students to Nebraska college system board
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP)-- Gov. Pete Ricketts has appointed three students to serve as nonvoting members of the Nebraska
State College System board of trustees.
Konery Klueber is a senior working on a degree in justice studies. He'll represent Chadron State College over the 2020-
2021 school year. Tyler Harms is a junior majoring in marketing and business management, and he'll represent Peru
State College. Amanda Jaixen is a junior majoring in family and consumer science education. She'll represent Wayne
State College.
 


Norfolk DN: Battle Creek students meet with Gov. Ricketts to celebrate “Find Your Genius” placing
 
Students from across Nebraska met with Gov. Pete Ricketts earlier this week to celebrate their success in the December
“Find Your Genius” challenge and discuss the future of the state’s workforce.
The winners of the challenge, including students from Battle Creek High School, met with Ricketts at the state Capitol to
talk about their accomplishments and gain insight on how young people can connect to real-world industries while still
in school, according to a Find Your Genius media release.
Some students had to meet Ricketts through video conference because they couldn’t attend the in-person celebration.
Find Your Genius is an online platform that gives young people the opportunity to solve real-world business problems
through online challenges that engage in career discovery and personal growth.







The challenges enable young people ages 13-22 to participate in solving actual business problems in an online, game-
like forum. In the December challenge, Find Your Genius partnered with Goodwill Industries of Greater Nebraska Inc.
and asked students to create a business idea that solved one of two proposed issues: poverty or mental and emotional
stress.
Four Battle Creek High School students received awards in the statewide competition: seniors Kylee McLean, Hannah
Maslonka, Kolby Heller and Slate Kraft.
Ricketts also encouraged the students to take their ideas one step further and reach out to prospective industries in
Nebraska for experience and job opportunities.
"This is really cool and innovative stuff. It gets you thinking about other connected problems and solutions and how they
fit together," Ricketts said. “In the state of Nebraska, we have been trying to create that pipeline from you (the
students) to companies.”
Students received prize money for their winning efforts, and several have received paid internship offers and secured
positions with regional companies while others have received offers to fund their business ideas.
The next Find Your Genius challenge is set to take place in April.
 


OWH: Nebraska Pardons Board met only twice last year, denying people 'a fresh start,' senators told
 
LINCOLN — Reformed criminal offenders are being denied “a fresh start” because of a dramatic drop in meetings by a
state board that grants pardons, a legislative committee was told late last week.
The State Board of Pardons — which consists of the governor, attorney general and secretary of state — held only 13
hearings over the past three fiscal years, compared with 345 hearings during the three years previous to that. The
board, which used to meet six to eight times a year for multiple hearings, met only twice during 2019.
A pardon is an official act of forgiveness, not a statement of innocence. Pardons are often sought for drug crimes
committed when young or for drunken driving offenses. Pardons can provide the restoration of gun and hunting rights,
and can, in very rare instances, result in a release from prison for serious crimes like murder after years behind bars.
A University of Nebraska College of Law professor said the lack of ability to seek a pardon for past crimes not only denies
“a fresh start” to someone who’s had a clean record since ending a criminal sentence, but also removes an incentive to
remain crime-free.
“It’s a formal removal of that label, ‘criminal,’ ” said Ryan Sullivan, who heads the “Clean Slate Project,” which helps
people “clean” a past conviction from their criminal record.
Obtaining a pardon is important, said Josh Waltjer, an NU law student, because it removes a stigma and can open up job
opportunities and remove a barrier to renting property or obtaining insurance.
One Omaha attorney said he has had three applications for pardons on hold since October 2018. And Sullivan said the
opportunity for a “new beginning” is denied if the Board of Pardons meets only twice a year, as it did last year.
Representatives of Gov. Pete Ricketts and Attorney General Doug Peterson referred questions to a letter signed by all
three members of the Pardons Board in opposition to LB 968. The measure, introduced by Sen. John McCollister of
Omaha, would require the board to meet at least every 90 days, or four times a year, and submit an annual report to
the Legislature.
The Pardons Board members said that they had become aware of the large backlog of cases in early 2019 and have
developed a plan to address it.
The letter didn’t precisely say why meetings were cut back, citing “numerous obstacles.” But it blamed the lack of recent
meetings on a transition in board administration. A year ago, longtime Pardons Board administrative assistant Sonya
Fauver retired, and it was quickly realized that one person was not sufficient to replace her.
Since then, the letter said, the administrative duties were transferred from the Board of Parole to the Nebraska Crime
Commission.
Secretary of State Bob Evnen, who responded to a request for further comment, joined the Pardons Board after his
election in 2018. He said that he did not know why the board held only two meetings during 2019 but said it had already
decided to hold more meetings in 2020. The first is scheduled on Feb. 18, when 60 applications for pardons will be
considered.
Evnen said he did not know how large the backlog of pardon requests had grown.
McCollister said he would continue to work with the Pardons Board to resolve his concerns. But Spike Eickholt, who
represents the ACLU of Nebraska, urged the Judiciary Committee to advance the bill as a “legislative expression” that
more hearings and meetings are needed.
By Paul Hammel







 


LJS: Bill would force Nebraska Pardons Board to meet and consider applications
 
The Nebraska Board of Pardons has held only seven hearings in more than 2½ years, and has granted only 21 pardons,
despite the board receiving close to 500 petitions. 
No hearing has taken place since July, which means no pardons granted or denied in six months. 
Compare that to 2013 and 2014, when seven hearings were held each year and more than 200 pardons granted. 
At its last meeting, the second of 2019, 102 applications made it to the agenda. No testimony was permitted on 79 of
them. Twenty-three were applications for reprieve or commutation of license revocations or suspensions, and
testimony was allowed on those.
That's why Omaha Sen. John McCollister brought a bill (LB968) this session to better regulate the meetings of the board.
It had a hearing Friday in front of the Judiciary Committee. 
The board can grant respites, reprieves, pardons and commutations of everything from murder convictions to driver's
license suspensions. 
The bill would require the board to hold hearings at least every 90 days and require a hearing on each application at the
next regularly scheduled meeting.
It would also prohibit combining unrelated applications at the same hearing and require a record of all hearings and for
the board to make annual reports to the Legislature outlining pardons granted and considered.
The board is made up of Gov. Pete Ricketts, Attorney General Doug Peterson and Secretary of State Bob Evnen. Ricketts
and Peterson took office in 2015; Evnen joined last year.
Teela Mickles, the founder and CEO of Compassionate Action that works with confined people, said she has witnessed
firsthand the lack of action by the Board of Pardons. 
The first of two board meetings she attended in the past four years, she said, was a shock to her. At that meeting, the
board tabled for two years all applications for sentence commutations.
One of the women in the audience was devastated, she said. Her brother, her last living sibling, had been in prison for
48 years and was elderly, and she wanted to see his sentence commuted so he could come home and they could live
and die together.
The second hearing she attended allowed no testimony and applications were quickly denied. 
"The room was packed," she said. "The people have expectations of this board. It's just like you're just a little puppy in
the bag, and let's just drown them all. It's disgusting and it's humiliating. ... There was a motion and it was a wrap." 
Ryan Sullivan, who teaches in the Nebraska College of Law clinic and supervises the Clean Slate Project, but who was not
representing the University of Nebraska, said consistent hearings are important. 
From 2006 to 2016, the board considered 1,600 applications, and met six to eight times a year, with testimony taken
three to four times a year. Beginning in 2017, the frequency of scheduled hearings diminished greatly, he said.
The decrease in Board of Pardons' activity has a detrimental impact on the criminal justice system, he said, which relies
on criminal record rehabilitation mechanisms such as pardons to help reduce recidivism, he said.
People are told at their sentencing that if they stay crime-free for a required period of time, they'll have an opportunity
for a fresh start by requesting a pardon. It gives them something to strive for and incentive to stay crime-free, and a
chance for a formal removal of that label of criminal.  
After Sonya Fauver, Pardons Board administrative assistant for 15 years, left the board at the end of 2018, the tasks
were taken over by others at the Nebraska Parole Board. Then in October, the Nebraska Crime Commission took over. 
Laurie Holman, the Crime Commission's legislative liaison and policy coordinator, said the Pardons Board has a meeting
scheduled for Feb. 18 and it will begin to work through the backlog of applications.  
The Pardons Board opposed McCollister's bill, but at the same time understood concerns, it said in a letter to the
Judiciary Committee.
At the February meeting, the board will consider 60 applications. 
"The board is committed to addressing the remainder of existing applications in additional meetings over the course of
2020," the letter said. 
The board said that over the past two years it has streamlined and made significant improvements for the benefit of
applicants. 
The board's plan renders the need for LB968 unnecessary, the three board members said.  
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: Capitol Digest: Bill in Nebraska Legislature providing lawyers for juveniles blocked again







 
Juvenile legal representation. Once again, a bill that would require that juveniles have legal representation at their first
court appearance failed to advance.
Legislative Bill 231, introduced by State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln, has been defeated in the past. The bill also
included a $1 increase in state court fees to pay for the lawyers’ work.
Pansing Brooks said that only the state’s three largest counties now provide lawyers in every instance. In smaller
counties, juveniles often waive representation without knowing the consequences, she said, which can harm their ability
later to obtain scholarships or jobs.
Opponents, led by Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte, said the bill was unnecessary and an attorney employment
measure. He and other critics said parents or guardians can decide whether a lawyer is needed.
The only way LB 231 could return to the agenda is if sponsors show that they have enough votes to advance it.
The blocking of Pansing Brooks’ bill by conservatives sparked outrage from Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, who called
Groene and others “dumb” and accused them of supporting “big government” only when it benefits farmers, such as
when oil companies are mandated to blend corn-based ethanol into fuel.
Tax break for military pensions. A bill that grants a 50% state income tax exemption on pensions paid to military
veterans advanced to final reading Friday without any discussion.
LB 153 was introduced by Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon on behalf of Gov. Pete Ricketts, who has made the bill one of his
top priorities for the 2020 session.
Some veterans and others on pensions have grumbled about the bill because it grants a tax break on only one pension,
received by a small percentage of overall military veterans. But many veterans have voiced support despite that, and
Ricketts said it will help keep highly skilled military retirees from moving out of Nebraska.
Under legislative rules, the final vote will not be taken until lawmakers adopt the mid-biennium budget.
Compensation for those wrongly convicted. A Sheridan County woman whose conviction for shooting her drunken and
abusive husband eventually resulted in a pardon asked Friday that a state law be amended so those in her situation can
receive funds from the state’s wrongful conviction and imprisonment fund.
Charlene Marie, formerly Charlene Oldenburg, was convicted of using a weapon to commit a felony and making terrorist
threats in 1998. After she appealed her sentence, it was reduced to one year, and she was released from prison because
she had served two years behind bars. Ultimately, she was granted a pardon, after she maintained that she acted in self-
defense.
But last year, the Nebraska Supreme Court ruled that she couldn’t receive $500,000 in compensation from the fund
because she had only been pardoned from her crime. The convictions had not been “vacated,” the court ruled, and
Marie had not “proven” her innocence, as required in the compensation law.
Her attorney, Dan Friedman of Lincoln, told members of the Legislature’s Judiciary Committee that in “common
parlance,” everyone recognizes that someone is innocent if they acted in self-defense. He urged passage of LB 951 to
close a loophole in the compensation law, as did the bill’s sponsor, Sen. Kate Bolz of Lincoln.
But the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office opposed the bill. Attorney Danielle Rowley said the law was intended to
compensate only those who could prove that they were innocent. If LB 951 were passed, she said, it would expand the
law and allow someone who was simply found not guilty due to a lack of evidence to seek compensation.
The law was passed in 2009 in the wake of the exoneration, via DNA evidence, of six people wrongly convicted of killing
a 68-year-old Beatrice woman. Several of the Beatrice Six said they were pressured into pleading guilty or providing false
testimony out of fear that they would face a death sentence.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Officials say State Fair's finances, like a midway ride, are now spinning in the right direction
 
KEARNEY — Things were going to be different this time.
With $42 million in new, shiny facilities that someone else owned and a dependable revenue source in proceeds from
the state lottery, the Nebraska State Fair was supposed to be on firm financial footing.
And for several years, that was true.
In 2010, the year the fair was first held in Grand Island, it attracted 310,000 visitors, a number that had grown to
380,000 by 2017.
For each of the first eight years the fair was held at Fonner Park, it reported a six-figure profit.
But longtime employee Joe McDermott stepped aside as director at the end of 2017 and the fair hired Lori Cox as its
new executive director. With the change came a flip in the fair's fortunes.







In 2018, attendance fell to about 315,000, and the fair recorded a small loss of $25,000.
Cox blamed weather for the drop in attendance and pointed to positives that included a 16% increase in sponsorship
revenue and more 4-H and FFA livestock entries.
Anticipation was high for the 2019 fair, which would be the organization's 150th.
Expecting high interest and large crowds, the fair signed 12 concert acts, up from seven in 2018. It also bundled several
of those acts into "genre" ticket packages, hoping discounted prices would entice people to buy in advance and show up
at the fair on multiple days.
But those plans were swamped, as heavy rains soaked the fairgrounds and left parking lots under water.
Not only did Mother Nature put a damper on attendance, she also forced the fair to spend $180,000 for shuttles to get
people to and from the fairgrounds.
Attendance dropped 10%, gate revenue tumbled 12% and, combined with the huge increase in expenses, it made for a
financial crisis.
The money issue came to a head in November, when then-Chief Financial Officer Patrick Kopke told the board that
manages the fair that it had lost nearly $1.7 million and was on the brink of bankruptcy before shockingly submitting his
resignation.
Cox and State Fair Board members insisted Kopke had exaggerated the financial problems and the fair would not go
bankrupt. But it did have to make some serious cuts.
Last month, the fair laid off eight of its 17 full-time staff members, and took out a $1.1 million line of credit to help shore
up its balance sheet.
As bad as those moves looked at the time, it appears they have put the fair back on solid footing.
At Friday's monthly board meeting, Cox laid out financial results from 2019.
The fair brought in about $750,000 more in revenue last year, she noted, with sponsorships up by $135,000 and
commissions from midway ticket sales hitting an all-time record of $343,000.
However, Cox and her staff had planned for more revenue, so they spent a lot more money.
Wages were about $315,000 more in 2019, and Cox said 75% of that increase was for seasonal help. The fair also spent
more on concerts.
So how did the fair go from turning six-figure profits to a seven-figure loss in the span of two years?
While last year's bad weather was certainly a big reason, the financial problems revealed some structural budget issues.
For example, the fair spent $2.4 million on "professional services" last year, a category Cox said includes things such as
security and ambulance services. That was a $1.1 million increase over 2018, and neither Cox nor anyone else can
explain why.
Board members also realized the staff had grown too large. Board member Jeremy Jensen said after last month's
meeting that the fair had been spending about $130,000 monthly on payroll, which was about twice the level of fairs of
similar size.
Cox also said in an email earlier this month to fair superintendents that a new accounting service the fair hired "found
much waste in every department," although she did not offer specifics.
"I take full responsibility that I did not force this issue with those I work with and for, and you have my word that it is
now being corrected," she said in the email.
Cox said that concerts are a "financial burden that most fairs find tough to balance," but noted they generate "buzz"
among fair patrons and the media.
Cox said Friday that the entertainment budget, including concerts and other fair entertainment, has been slashed by
$1.3 million for this year.
While the fair is tightening the reins on money it controls, it also is facing declining lottery proceeds.
In 2018, Cox said the fair got $5.15 million from the Nebraska Lottery. In 2019, it received a little less than $4.5 million,
and she said the projection is that it will receive less than $4.1 million this year.
It was suggested at Friday's meeting that fewer large Powerball and Mega Millions jackpots have likely slowed ticket
sales. According to records, sales of tickets for Nebraska-specific lottery games, including Pick 5 and scratch tickets, grew
from $173.8 million in 2017 to $192.2 million last year.
The fair board has officially stood by Cox, and her contract was renewed for another year. The contract does not require
the board to publicly vote on renewal, but it does require 90 days' notice if Cox is to be terminated.
Sources told the Journal Star that several board members expressed a desire to let Cox go, but they didn't have enough
votes.
Jensen declined to confirm whether any board members sought to have the deal terminated.
Former fair board members say they are appalled at what's happened over the past two years and say the buck stops







with the executive director.
"It just amazes me what happened," said Jerry Fitzgerald of Gering, a former State Fair Board president.
Fitzgerald said a decline of 50,000 people attending the fair could cause a fairly significant loss, maybe a few hundred
thousand dollars.
"But it's a long way from $1.7 million," he said. "Somebody really screwed up."
Tam Allan, who served on the board from 2004-2013, said the dramatic increase in fair expenses has coincided with
Cox's tenure.
Allan knows that, because he filed a public-records request to get a look at the fair's budget.
"It was just really disappointing to see the levels of expenditures, especially the dramatic increase in personnel," said
Allan, a Lincoln-based real estate developer.
When plans were formulated in the late 2000s to move the fair from Lincoln, it was Allan who was tasked with leading
the effort, and he said the model the state came up with was one that limited expenses.
Rather than owning the buildings, the fair pays a nominal annual rent to Fonner Park to use them for two months each
year.
As devised, the plan would allow the fair to employ fewer people. In addition to McDermott, the fair had a full-time staff
of eight when it moved to Grand Island.
While there was some increase in the number of employees under McDermott, Allan said it's exploded under Cox, who
added about a half-dozen employees.
Despite the criticism, officials are backing Cox's plans to help turn the fair around.
State Sen. Steve Halloran of Hastings, chairman of the Legislature's Agriculture Committee, was concerned enough after
hearing media reports about the fair's problems that he asked for a meeting with fair board chairman Chris Kircher of
Omaha.
Halloran and Kircher met for several hours Dec. 27, and though the senator declined an interview request, he did send
an editorial to the Journal Star and other media outlets in which he said he was, "very confident in the financial stability
of the fair and direction the board is taking the fair for the future."
He lauded what he called an "an extremely conservative budget that factors in the prospect of five days of loss due to
weather and other adverse factors, but also provides the funding necessary to deliver the type of high-caliber event that
Nebraskans have come to expect."
Kircher and Cox are scheduled to brief the Agriculture Committee in Lincoln on Feb. 18.
Gov. Pete Ricketts also expressed confidence in the fair.
"I am confident that the board will demonstrate the leadership needed to keep the fair healthy and growing,” he said in
an emailed statement.
Perhaps even more important is that the banks lending money to the fair have confidence in Cox and the board.
Kircher said the fair board met with about a half-dozen bankers Thursday in Grand Island and were able to allay any
fears they had.
Jensen said he believes Cox has been unfairly criticized, and many of the problems have been beyond her control.
Jensen, a Grand Island native and the city's former mayor, said there is no chance that the fair is going to shut down.
"This thing is now pointed back in the right direction," he said.
By Matt Olberding
 


NP Telegraph: Jim Hawks to be chair of Nebraska Highway Commission
 
Outgoing North Platte City Administrator Jim Hawks was elected 2020 chairman of the Nebraska Highway Commission
at the panel’s monthly meeting Friday in Lincoln.
Hawks represents District 6 on the eight-member commission, which oversees the activities of the Nebraska
Department of Transportation. The district covers all or parts of 14 counties.
Gov. Pete Ricketts reappointed Hawks earlier this month to a full six-year term on the Highway Commission, Hawks said
Friday.
The governor first appointed him in 2017 to finish the term of former North Platte resident Ron Books, who resigned to
move to Colorado.
Hawks, a former Lincoln County highway superintendent and surveyor, will retire May 1 after 16 years as North Platte
city administrator.
He was in Lincoln this week for legislative confirmation hearings for new terms on the highway panel and the Nebraska
Environmental Quality Council, on which he has represented city governments.







He also is a member of the State Board of Examiners for Land Surveyors, to which Ricketts recently reappointed him for
another five-year term.
 


LJS: Don Walton: Taxes, Iowa, the Senate and impeachment
 
A lot of moving parts now in the Legislature's ever-changing 2020 tax story.
A new property tax relief and state school aid reform package is headed to the floor from the Revenue Committee.
A 35% property tax reduction initiative petition drive is ongoing out there across the state and it would mandate more
than $1 billion in instant relief lifted from revenue used to fund state government programs and services.
And now here comes a consumption tax, Sen. Steve Erdman's surprise proposal dropped onto the Legislature's lap with
a thud in the last hour of the final day for introduction of new bills in the 2020 session.
Does that signal an end to efforts to gain initiative petition signatures to place the billion-dollar property tax reduction
proposal on the November ballot?
Nope, the drive goes on.
The consumption tax would eliminate sales, income and property taxes, leaving Nebraska with a new tax base.  Its
adoption would require a vote of the people to approve a constitutional amendment rewriting the state's tax system in
a revolutionary way.
If adopted, a single-rate tax would be applied to the purchase of new goods and services, effective in 2022.
There are lots of questions yet to be answered, and Erdman immediately launched into that process. He's already
convinced nine colleagues that they should co-sign the bill.
Three Omaha senators; no Lincoln senators.
                                                   * * * 
Since Congress belongs to the two political parties, rather than us, it seems likely that there will be no witnesses called
in the Senate impeachment trial of President Donald Trump.
Even though they might complete, or perhaps effectively dispute, the story.
Even though we have a right to hear from them to make our own judgments as citizens and voters.
But Congress is the political parties' battleground, and we are just spectators.
In coming days, the Senate will define itself not strictly by the end result, but by how did senators get there. 
Of course, witnesses should be called as an integral part of a trial — but only if you want to know what happened. 
                                                   * * * 
Finishing up:
* Eric Hamilton, who grew up in Omaha and graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln a decade ago before
earning his law degree at Stanford, is one of the White House lawyers whose names appear on the president's
impeachment defense brief. 
* A CNN Politics item during last week's impeachment proceedings in the Senate: "Ben Sasse peeled a clementine and
ate it."
* And Fox News reported that Sen. Sasse had a pouch of Red Man chewing tobacco on his desk at one time.
* Deb Fischer, writing in a column last week: "This body (the Senate) was designed for times such as these — to cool the
partisan rage and assess how our actions will affect future generations and our core institutions."
* Adrian Smith is now fourth in seniority among Republicans on the House Ways and Means Committee. 
* Former state Sen. Danielle Conrad, speaking to the Legislature's executive board about her experience with the
explosive task of redistricting the last time it occurred a decade ago: "It was painful; it was acrimonious; and it hurt
trust" among senators. 
* The Legislature's Revenue Committee sat down in executive session for an hourlong chat a day after the public hearing
on its new property tax relief and school aid reform package.  An opportunity to share each member's current thinking,
a little venting, some questioning and challenging, a bit of group therapy.
* Can't help wondering what former senator and tax wizard Paul Schumacher would think of Erdman's consumption tax.
* A voter ID proposal may be the latest slam-dunk entry on this year's filibuster list.  Big tax bills will keep it company.
* Sen. Adam Morfeld's proposal to consider a high-speed rail connection between Lincoln and Omaha sparks
imagination of the economic development activity that project would spur near stops in both cities. 
* Iowa Democrats speak in caucuses a week from now and the race is on. Meanwhile, down the road, the Union Leader
in Manchester has endorsed Sen. Amy Klobuchar in the New Hampshire Democratic presidential primary a week later.   
* Voted by mail on the Lincoln school bond issue and no Russians noticed or cared. 
By Don Walton







 


LJS: Debate stopped on bill to ensure juveniles and parents understand right to attorney
 
Several state senators successfully delayed a bill Friday that would make sure juveniles and their parents know and
understand they can be represented by an attorney in court.
The bill (LB231), introduced by Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks, was filibustered by a small group of senators led by
Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte. It had its three hours of debate, and then the Legislature moved on to another bill
without a first-round vote, as is the practice established by Speaker Jim Scheer. 
The bill can return to debate if Pansing Brooks can show she has 33 votes to force a vote on the bill. The senator said
she had 32 of those votes and will be seeking one more commitment so the bill can return.
It would establish that, at the first court appearance, the court must tell the juvenile and his or her parents or guardian
of the juvenile's right to continued representation by an attorney. It also creates the Juvenile Indigent Defense Fund to
assist counties in fulfilling their obligation to provide for effective assistance.
Pansing Brooks said almost all judges will ask a juvenile if she or he wants to waive their right to an attorney. 
"But the other duty is to ascertain that the waiver is knowingly, intelligently and voluntarily given," she said. "They have
to know what they're doing."
To the opponents of the bill, she said things have changed significantly in this country since senators who are over 50
were children. 
"We've got more zero-tolerance policies," she said.
The old theory that, "Oh, kids just need to buck up," she said, just no longer applies. Using the judge as a disciplinary
supplement to the parental role is: No. 1 expensive, No. 2 illegal, and No. 3 not paying attention to the long-term
repercussions to a child who has a good chance of being placed out of home or in detention as a result. 
She has heard of kids being put into the youth rehabilitation centers for "pretty minor crimes," she said.
Kids can be subjected to solitary confinement in YRTCs and it's not always just the worst kids being placed in
confinement or out-of-home detention, she added.
"Sometimes the parents are upset and don't even want to deal with the kid anymore," she said. "So should that child
wander the abyss on their own 'cause the parent's mad at them?" 
Groene said there are safeguards in the system that protect a person's right to an attorney, or the right not to have
representation. A judge will determine if the juvenile is competent to make that decision, then can ask the parents, then
decide if the judge should appoint an attorney, he said. 
"This bill takes away a juvenile's right not to have counsel, period," he said. 
In previous debates, he has said the bill would require many families to have to pay attorney fees when the youth and
family just want to accept the consequences and move on.
Judiciary Committee Chairman Steve Lathrop of Omaha said in these cases, there are other lawyers present: the
prosecutor and the judge, for starters. Everybody in the room knows the law except the juvenile who's about to face a
proceeding, he said. 
That first appearance where waivers and pleas take place sets the stage and opens the door to additional hearings and
requirements. 
This bill, he said, just levels the playing field.
Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne, an attorney whose practice includes juvenile cases, said most parents don't know the
difference between an adjudication, which is civil in nature, and a conviction. 
But the reality, he said, is that when a 16-year-old has been adjudicated and then applies for a job that asks if he or she
has been convicted of a crime, they check the box yes. 
Here's why they need an attorney, he said. If a 16-year-old is charged with stealing a candy bar, a theft charge, they
cannot get a job at most McDonald's around this state. An insurance company does not want a person who has a theft
conviction handling cash. 
An attorney will look at the facts and negotiate with the prosecutor for a lesser or different charge that will allow the
juvenile to be able to get a job in the future. 
Those consequences are not explained to youths and parents when they are asked if they want to waive representation
by an attorney. 
That is why that advice is needed up front, Wayne said.
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: Beyond flood damage, effects of region’s wettest year ranged from West Nile to cattle fertility







 
No wonder last year brought so much flooding and heartache to Nebraska and nearby states.
This corner of the world saw the most precipitation of anywhere on the planet in 2019 — compared to what's normal,
according to a recent federal analysis of global weather data.
Rains kept coming
» In March, a catastrophic bomb cyclone triggered Nebraska's costliest flood on record and impacted eight states to the
tune of $10.8 billion in damage.
» In May, Nebraska's second wettest May on record, rains washed out critical levee repairs along the Missouri
River, throwing behind hurried efforts to protect exposed homes and businesses.
» In July, record-setting rains flooded Kearney, Gibbon, Odessa, Elm Creek and Lexington. Nearly 100 homes sustained
major damage or were destroyed.
» In August, the state's rainiest August on record, rains flooded the Nebraska State Fair in Grand Island. 
» In September, record-setting rains washed out roads in northern Nebraska, including an important bridge near
Bassett.
How much precipitation?
Extreme precipitation soaked the eastern half of the U.S., according to 2019 weather records included in a report
recently released by NASA and the National Centers for Environmental Information, a division of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.
Another way of looking at the data: 2019 was the wettest year in 125 years of record-keeping in the north-central U.S.,
according to the federal report.
The high ranking doesn't mean it rained or snowed here more than anywhere else, instead it's a testament to how
heavy the precipitation was compared to average. And, the distinction comes with a caveat: It's based on available
weather data globally — not every country has good weather records.
In Nebraska, 2019 was the state's third wettest year, behind 1993 and 1915. The region's extreme precipitation in 2019
followed a string of wet years.
Martha Shulski, Nebraska's state climatologist, said the state hasn't had a drier than normal year since 2012 — and that
was the state's hottest, driest year on record. Both heavy precipitation and extreme drought are consistent with what
Nebraska can expect from now on as a result of global warming, she said.
"We've seen it getting wetter over time" and warmer, she said of the state.
The heavy precipitation played out in multiple ways, many that have been well-documented: lost lives, damaged
infrastructure, and the loss of livestock and crops.
But there were also less publicized effects.
West Nile cases drop
Nebraska led the nation in West Nile virus cases in 2018, so last year's steep drop-off was a welcome change. Only 28
people tested positive for West Nile in 2019, down from 250 the year before. Only one person died, compared to 13 in
2018.
The cool, rainy year probably kept the disease at bay, said Jeff Hamik, a disease epidemiologist at the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services. Cool weather probably slowed the virus's development.
With so much standing water, mosquitoes and birds could spread out, which meant the mosquitoes most responsible
for West Nile were less likely to pick it up from birds and give it to humans. (A dry spell in the summer of 2018 may have
been a factor in that year's spike, because the pools of water shrank, bringing birds and mosquitoes close together.)
Also, the type of mosquito that thrives in flooding doesn’t play a big role in transmitting the virus. 
Sand Hills 'weep'
People are used to seeing the Sand Hills green up in wet years. But 2019 was different. So much rain fell in the heart of
cattle country, the water table rose to the point that water has been flowing out of the hills.
"This is the first time I've seen the Sand Hills weep water," said Doug Fox, director of emergency management for
Region 24 in Nebraska. "Yes, it's pretty. But then I think of why that is, and I get depressed."
Some pastures and roads in the Sand Hills have been flooded since March — 10 months. The overly wet meadows and
pastures of Nebraska are costing ranchers money, and repeat flooding has caused fresh damage to roads and bridges.
Grass grew too fast
Grass grew so fast and tall on rangeland that it wasn't as nutritious as normal, said Brad Schick, a beef systems educator
with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension.
Cows would have needed to eat more to get the same amount of nutrients, but that wasn't possible. "They're full, they
physically can't eat enough," Schick said. Their nutritional deficiency has longer term consequences.
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All the stress from 2019 — the bomb cyclone caused a blizzard in the Sand Hills, followed by energy-sapping, muddy
conditions and then a less nutritious food source — caused cattle to be in less than optimal health. As a result, fertility
rates went down.
Fewer calves being born has a domino effect on the economics of ranching because calves provide an income stream.
Additionally, ranchers are spending more on feed due to the reduced nutritional value of pastureland, or the outright
loss of hay to flooding.
And in some cases, they're selling off brood stock rather than purchase feed.
Wildlife thrived
Waterfowl have flocked to standing water in fields.
Stately pelicans put on a show in fields along Interstate 29 last year.
The normally elusive heron could be seen in many flooded fields.
And toads returned to the landscape, their flattened carcasses on roads a sign of their suddenly high numbers.
More recently, as flooded fields have frozen, eagles have been seen feasting on trapped fish.
What's ahead
So what does 2019 say about where Nebraska's weather patterns are headed?
Shulski, the Nebraska climatologist, said there are multiple takeaways from last year.
While natural weather patterns are a factor in floods and droughts, heavy precipitation events are on the increase, and
the evidence points to global warming, scientists say.
The Earth's atmosphere is holding an estimated 7% more water than it did just decades ago, an amount that will
increase as the planet gets hotter.
"We had a lot of extremes in 2019, and that's going to continue, that's a sign of climate change," she said. "That's not to
say every year is going to be as bad as 2019, but it's not surprising that we're headed in that direction."
By Nancy Gaarder
 


AP: Nebraska jobless rate remains 3.1% for 6th straight month
 
LINCOLN (AP) — Nebraska’s unemployment rate of 3.1% didn’t change in December, marking the sixth straight month it
has held steady, officials said Friday.
The preliminary December rate was three-tenths of a point higher than the adjusted December 2018 rate of 2.8%,
according to a Nebraska Labor Department report.
The Nebraska rate also was below December’s national preliminary rate of 3.5%, which was unchanged from November
and down four-tenths of a point from the December 2018 rate of 3.9%.
“2019 was full of historically high employment,” said State Labor Commissioner John Albin. “The number of workers
employed in Nebraska’s labor force has been above 1 million since March of 2019.”
Non-farm employment dropped a tenth of a point, to 1,042,933 in December, but that figure was up by 15,649 over the
year, the report said.
Private industries with the most growth year over year were leisure and hospitality, up 3,801; professional and business
services, up 3,475; and education and health, up 3,176. Month to month, the largest gains were seen in leisure and
hospitality, up 1,108; education and health, up 681; and trade, transportation and utilities, up 678.
The preliminary Omaha-area unemployment rate for December remained 2.7%, the same rate as November and
October. The December 2018 figure was 2.8%.
Lincoln’s preliminary rate fell last month to 2.4% from November’s 2.6%. The figure in December 2018 was 2.4%.
Grand Island’s preliminary rate rose a tenth to hit 2.9% in December. The year-ago December figure also was 2.9%, the
report said.
Unemployment rates for Grand Island, Lincoln and Omaha have not been seasonally adjusted, so they cannot be directly
compared with the state unemployment rate.
Here are preliminary area labor-market unemployment rates for December, followed by the November rates:
Beatrice: 3.1% 2.9%
Columbus: 2.8%, 2.6%
Fremont: 2.6%, 2.6%
Hastings: 3.1%, 2.9%
Kearney: 2.1%, 2.4%
Lexington: 2.6%, 2.6%
Norfolk: 2.4%, 2.5%
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North Platte: 3.1%, 3.3%
Red Willow: 2.4%, 2.6%
Scottsbluff: 3.5%, 3.4%
 


OWH: Welcome to Boomtown! Omaha is building up, down, out and across the metro area at a record
rate
 
You may have a hunch, given all those construction cranes dotting the metro area, that things are booming in Omaha.
It has been hard to miss the multitude of machines and building crews altering the landscape — from the banks of the
Missouri River to the western fringes of Douglas County and surrounding suburbs.
Indeed, building is going up in the form of offices, schools and hotels. It’s going down like the 1,057-space underground
garage for the new Applied Underwriters complex. It’s going out, like the one-story furniture store near Crossroads
that’s stretching up and around into a five-story apartment building.
But now comes new data reinforcing a local boom: Building permits show that the annual construction cost for Omaha
projects given the green light in 2019 hit a 10-year valuation high, jumping 25% over the prior year.
Surpassing $1 billion, the ventures range from newly constructed residences to garage additions to sparkling new offices
and converted hotels. That amount doesn’t capture everything, either.
Road construction and cost of utility installation, for example, are not included in the building permit data that reflects
cost of new and rehabbed structures. And while a permit and project cost might be recorded in one year, work might
carry over into another.
Suburban areas have had eye-popping activity as well.
Take Papillion, where tech titan Google last year announced it would build a $600 million data center near an already
ongoing $1 billion data center project for Facebook.
Or La Vista, where the $235 million City Centre campus of residential, commercial and entertainment venues continues
its climb to become the new heartbeat of that bedroom community.
What’s more is that business and real estate experts predict 2020 construction to remain brisk, though they say the
pace might not be as robust as Omaha’s past year. Places like Papillion had such a good run the last few years that
officials said the growth pattern backed off some last year.
Some officials say certain hot areas, like apartment-building, are reaching a saturation point, and that challenges exist in
finding skilled laborers to do the building and also in landing talent to fill new and old office space.
“By far the biggest hurdle Omaha has going forward is finding and hiring qualified workers,” said economist Ernie Goss.
“That’s the No. 1 issue for expansion.”
Meanwhile, say he and others, ongoing real estate development — driven in part by hungry investors capitalizing on low
interest rates — has been a welcome boost vital to a community’s long-term physical and economic growth.
An obvious benefit is the creation of local construction jobs that, in turn, generate tax revenue that helps support public
services, says David G. Brown, chief executive and president of the Greater Omaha Chamber.
Consider, for instance, a National Association of Home Builders report from a few years ago that says for every 100
single-family houses built, a community during the first year on average gains an estimated $28.7 million in local
income, $3.6 million in government tax and revenue and 394 jobs.
“New construction is just a great indicator of confidence in our community,” Brown said. “Our whole philosophy is: If
you’re not growing, you are more than likely shrinking.”
He said investment begets more investment.
A prime example is the millions of dollars of job-creating building going on at the University of Nebraska Medical Center
campus. That has spawned private investment in nearby neighborhoods, including the Blackstone Business District.
Along and around the Farnam Street spine are new restaurants, bars and hundreds of new residences frequented and
occupied in part by people who have filled those health care jobs.
Officials say Omaha’s rising identity as a sports entertainment mecca — think four consecutive United States Olympic
Swim Trials, the long-running College World Series and other NCAA events — has sparked spin-off construction including
youth athletic complexes and hotels.
Developer Dan Marak of Kansas City, for example, is seeking to secure his 12th Omaha hotel project. He has stayed
focused locally despite what he describes as a tough market where a shortage of skilled laborers has pushed up
construction costs and slowed projects.
Given those challenges, why Omaha? “It’s a stable economic environment,” said Marak, whose recent hotel projects
include one near UNMC and another near 72nd Street and Interstate 80. He said Omaha hasn’t had the “roller coaster”







market swings like some bigger and coastal cities.
He and other developers say they’re drawn to the area’s solid business base, which also ushers in corporate travelers.
Many have tapped local development tools such as tax-increment financing, which offsets certain construction costs.
Companies that manage the growing amount of real estate and that broker property transactions also have prospered.
Omaha-based Investors Realty, for instance, in 2019 reached a record 6 million square feet of space under its
management, said President R.J. Neary.
The growth pushed the Omaha brokerage last year to relocate to new offices, following 34 years in the same location.
Omaha building permits offer a peek at what was hot in 2019:
A huge chunk of development activity came from additions and renovations to existing commercial structures, including
re-purposing old buildings into apartments. Indeed, that area accounted for about $325 million — a 50% increase over
the construction value reflected in similar permits the year before.
Examples would be turning the cavernous north downtown Ashton warehouse into new digs for tech company
Flywheel. The Ashton is among several old north downtown industrial structures slated for conversion into office and
retail space as part of the new $300 million Millwork Commons district.
Restoration of the deteriorating downtown Logan building into a boutique hotel, office and condo space is another
example.
Also a big driver of construction: new offices, banks and professional buildings. Omaha permits issued in 2019 for that
type of building more than doubled the $53 million of the previous year.
Single-family home construction, meanwhile, took a different turn, as the value of permits issued for new houses in
Omaha last year dipped about 10% compared with 2018. That tracks with a broader eight-county area that saw the
number of new house permits through November decline about 16%.
For apartments, the number of newly constructed units went up last year in Douglas and Sarpy Counties, according to
statistics compiled by the Greater Omaha Chamber.
Goss, the economist, is among those who think the local apartment market is becoming overbuilt and that developers
soon will be seeing higher vacancy rates. For consumers, he said, that could be good in that rents could go down.
But ask developer Chris Erickson, who co-founded City Ventures, and he says his recently built apartment complexes in
Benson and downtown Omaha still have well-performing occupancy rates above 90%.
His team continues to build apartments at the La Vista City Centre site, and he expects those to fill as well.
Generally, Erickson said, he has felt a “continued high level” of construction over the past five to seven years, and he
doesn’t expect a noticeable downturn any time soon.
“We’ll start to see a slowdown in the next couple of years,” he predicted. “Is that in 2020? I’d say not.”
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


OWH Editorial: State Racing Commission must operate within its limited authority
 
It’s a fundamental principle of government that regulatory bodies have limited powers. The regulations they set must
operate strictly within the boundaries set by law by elected legislators. Without such respect for proper authority,
regulators could claim unbounded powers.
The Nebraska Attorney General’s Office has made that point repeatedly to the Nebraska Racing Commission, but the
commission majority continues to reject it. The point of disagreement is the commission’s approval of pari-mutuel
wagering machines. The “historical horse racing terminals” allow bets on unidentified horses in previously run races
from across the country.
The Nebraska Constitution makes clear that the authority for approving specific forms of gambling in Nebraska rests
with the Legislature, with the governor having the option to exercise a veto, or with the people through a ballot
measure. State senators have repeatedly debated the issue amid fierce debate, but thus far there is neither a state
statute nor a constitutional amendment giving approval in Nebraska for this specific type of device.
That didn’t stop the Racing Commission, in a 3-2 vote, from insisting that it has legal authority to give the OK to the
machines.
It’s true that the horse racing industry in Nebraska is under stress. But this is a matter of law. It involves principles far
broader than horse racing and wagering; it’s a matter involving the limits of governmental action. We’ve made this same
point before in regard to federal regulators on other issues.
Suzanne Gage, director of communications for the Attorney General’s office, correctly sums up the situation by saying
“Nebraska law does not permit the commission’s unilateral decision to expand gambling without action by the
Legislature or the citizens of Nebraska.”







The Attorney General’s Office explains the legal particulars in its filing in Lancaster County District Court to block
installation of the terminals, which Fonner Park in Grand Island hopes to be operational by Feb. 21.
Support for the horse racing industry is understandable. But all actions must be within the strict bounds of Nebraska
law.
 


OWH Editorial: Blueprint Nebraska offers opportunities for progress
 
The next stage in the economic development initiative known as Blueprint Nebraska is about to begin, and it offers
major opportunities for progress for the state. It’s crucial for Nebraskans to work together to make this initiative a
success. This effort will focus on key state needs, including:
» A stronger, more nimble state economy geared to meet the demands of 21st century competition.
» Coordinated efforts to boost communities’ ability to retain young people and welcome newcomers of all backgrounds.
» Strategies to meet the need for affordable housing.
» A heightened focus on K-12 and higher education as a central vehicle for state progress, with stronger connections to
real-world business needs.
Then-University of Nebraska President Hank Bounds launched Blueprint Nebraska in early 2018, with close support from
Gov. Pete Ricketts. The aim is to bring together Nebraskans from a wide range of backgrounds to develop strategies for
statewide development. In all, more than 7,000 people have contributed to the process — a remarkable demonstration
of Nebraskans’ commitment to strengthening the state. Leaders in business, education, nonprofits and local
government served on committees coordinating the discussions.
The process has “created a statewide plan that everyone from every corner of the state can unite around to have a
vision of what Nebraska can be,” says Jim Smith, the Blueprint Nebraska executive director. The collaborative approach
is spurring Nebraskans to “look beyond our parochial interests to what the future of Nebraska can be.”
This year, Blueprint Nebraska will begin to gradually roll out strategy proposals on key needs, Smith told The World-
Herald. One advisory group will present ideas for a long-term modernizing of the state tax code, geared to the needs of
a 21st century economy.
Six regional teams will develop strategies to promote diversity and inclusiveness, strengthen community vitality and
encourage affordable housing. Using those individual regional approaches will tailor the strategies to local needs, Smith
says. As a result, “people will see that it’s their own localities creating solutions on these issues.”
Blueprint Nebraska aims to devote great energy toward maximizing communities’ ability to attract young people ages 18
to 34, Smith says.
Strengthening educational opportunities and innovation is another goal. The initiative will roll out ideas for greater
coordination among educational organizations and for customized workforce development, again using a regional
approach.
“Education must be at the center of the set of solutions for Nebraska’s future,” Smith rightly says.
One of Blueprint Nebraska’s central economic goals is encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation so that Nebraska
creates more higher-value business sectors and high-skill, better-paying jobs. Research as part of this strategic initiative
found that Nebraska is in the bottom 10 states when it comes to business startups, the number of STEM graduates and
venture capital as a percent of economic output. The state ranks 36th in business R&D and 35th in patents per capita.
Experience elsewhere in the country shows that states that succeed in nurturing high-value businesses do better in
achieving robust economic growth and higher incomes for residents.
Given the demands of the 21st century economy and the ever-increasing cost of living, it’s important “to move our
wages upward and be competitive with neighboring states with the wages we can offer,” Smith says. “We absolutely
have to bring a stronger element of innovation into our core business structure.”
Whether the Blueprint Nebraska goals are achieved depends in part on whether the state’s elected political leaders
become actively involved in providing forward-looking vision and building consensus on the best ways to move forward.
A huge mass of Nebraskans and Nebraska organizations from across the state are devoting tremendous energy to this
effort, after all. There’s great strength in such impressive numbers.
Nebraska does best when its people come together in common cause. It’s time to join together for progress through the
opportunities that Blueprint Nebraska provides.
 


OWH Editorial: The OPS/YMCA partnership is a plus for students
 
The partnership between Omaha Public Schools and the YMCA for the new high school in northwest Omaha is a sound







concept that will provide important opportunities for OPS students. Use of the shared facilities, including a swimming
pool, weight room and other amenities, saves money for OPS in bringing the high school, long sought by residents, into
fruition.
The joint project has been an inherently complicated one from the start, and negotiations between the district and the
YMCA were protracted and often challenging. It was welcome news this week that the two sides have worked out a 50-
year agreement.
Thanks to this partnership, OPS and the YMCA will share the swimming pool, main gymnasium, auxiliary gym, wrestling
room, weight and fitness room, dance and aerobics room, storage, laundry and outdoor fields.
This project shows how innovative thinking, cooperation and practical planning can achieve major long-term benefits.
Discussions between OPS and the YMCA dated from 2018, when the school board approved the project list for a $409.9
million bond issue that included a pool at the 156th and Ida high school. OPS officials had seen how a cooperative
project between Lincoln Public Schools and the YMCA there had worked out well, and they sought a similar
arrangement in planning for a pool and other facilities at the new high school.
Under the new agreement, OPS will commit $4 million of bond construction funds for the larger facilities and the
swimming pool. The YMCA and private donors will cover the remaining $9.5 million.
This project is a win-win for all, showing the progress that can come within reach through out-of-the-box thinking and
cooperation.
 


OWH Editorial: The planned North Omaha Trail will be a welcome community asset
 
The City of Omaha is pursuing commendable plans for an off-street trail to connect major community stops through
North Omaha. The North Omaha Trail can have great public value, providing recreational opportunities and bolstering a
sense of community. A variety of organizations are supporting the effort, with construction possibly starting this fall. A
worthy project, indeed.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Oversight is needed for Nebraska's youth offender facilities
 
The writer, of Omaha, is a state senator representing District 9 in the Nebraska Legislature. She is chairwoman of the
Health and Human Services Committee.
In August 2019, a crisis arose at the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center in Geneva. The Youth Rehabilitation and
Treatment Centers (“YRTCs”) in Geneva (serving girls) and Kearney (serving boys) play an important role in Nebraska’s
juvenile justice system. The YRTCs, as their title implies, are meant to provide treatment and rehabilitation for the youth
in the juvenile justice system with the highest needs. They should be a place that provides these youth with a chance to
turn their lives in a different direction.
Unfortunately, this summer, a variety of factors led to a precipitous decline in the facilities and care provided to girls at
the YRTC in Geneva. In a visit to YRTC-Geneva the week the crisis began, senators toured the living units and saw, among
other things, major unfinished repairs, water damage, holes in the walls large enough for the girls to fit through and a
broken fire safety system. Staffing was inadequate and programming nonexistent. Concerned about their safety, the
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) moved all the girls to the YRTC-Kearney campus. The move has
provided some stability, but it remains challenging to house and segregate the girls and boys on the same campus.
The Health and Human Services Committee has spent the last six months trying to ascertain what happened at YRTC-
Geneva and to develop recommendations to address the issues at the YRTCs. The culmination of these six months of
work is a comprehensive report to the Nebraska Legislature, which the HHS Committee released last week.
While there have been issues for decades with the YRTCs, this report serves as the first comprehensive history and
background of these facilities for youth. It also includes a documented and detailed timeline of events from July to
December of 2019, and a summary of the challenges facing the YRTCs. Our report draws on information from multiple
public hearings and discussions with stakeholders including youth, parents, former and current staff, attorneys and
judges. The committee was in close contact with DHHS during this time both for updates on the status of the YRTCs as
well as consultation as we all work toward potential solutions to this crisis.
Most importantly, the report includes the HHS Committee’s unanimous recommendations to the Legislature. Among the
14 recommendations are a requirement that DHHS create a long-term plan for the YRTCs. The plan must be created
with input from key stakeholders and cover areas such as adequate staffing, appropriate programming, facilities that
meet the needs of the youth being served and a plan to segregate the boys and girls on separate campuses.
Other recommendations include: Creating a definition of the YRTCs in statute, because there currently is no statutory







authorization or direction for the YRTCs. Requiring DHHS to have an emergency plan, because the lack of a plan made
the task of dealing with the events at YRTC-Geneva even more difficult. Ensuring continued oversight with the creation
of a special committee of the Legislature. And requiring an annual facilities review by the Legislature’s ombudsman.
These initial steps will help clarify the role of the YRTCs for youth and ensure continued monitoring as the facilities
regain stability.
Throughout this process the HHS Committee has modeled what effective oversight and fact finding looks like in the face
of a crisis at a state agency and made appropriate recommendations that consider the needs of children at the YRTCs
and importance of efficient use of taxpayer funds. The HHS Committee is hopeful that Nebraska can build a juvenile
justice system that makes a positive impact on the lives of these youth.
If we can get this right in Nebraska, it will benefit not only the youth at the YRTCs but all of us as well.
By Sara Howard
 


OWH Midlands Voices: 2nd District's 'purple' character disproves gerrymander claim
 
The writer is chairwoman of the Douglas County Republican Party.
As the Jan. 19 Public Pulse letter from Peter Gadzinski so well illustrates, the accusation of gerrymandering has now
become the de facto excuse for Democrat Party losses in the 2nd Congressional District of Nebraska, and Sarpy County
scapegoats are now the evil villain in this diabolical tale. However, the accusations of the left are bereft of facts and
reason.
Let us first consider what gerrymandering is. The term comes from 1812 in reaction to the redrawing of lines in
Massachusetts by Gov. Elbridge Gerry. While designed to benefit one party, the district lines were so contorted that
they were said to resemble a salamander. A modern definition provided by Merriam-Webster defines the term as “to
divide or arrange (a territorial unit) into election districts in a way that gives one political party an unfair advantage.”
Throughout the United States today, there are many places where state legislatures are guilty of gerrymandering, the
State of Maryland being one such example. Nevertheless, to accuse the Unicameral of this practice with regard to the
local congressional district is rather absurd. This district is extremely compact, only Sarpy county is divided and the
district lines in Sarpy County largely follow along the western boundaries of Bellevue.
Moreover, the aforementioned purpose of gerrymandering is to create districts where one party has an unfair
advantage. The purpose is not to create a district in which the seat is competitive, now known as a purple district. Prior
to the last redistricting 10 years ago, the 2nd District was a considerably more red district, with the Republican
incumbent winning by an average of 18 points over the course of a decade. Three of those victories were crowned with
margins of over 20%, and only one election saw a margin of less than 5% between the winner and loser.
Since the redistricting of 2011, the 2nd District has moved from being a relatively safe Republican district to what is now
a highly competitive swing district in which no margin of victory by either side has ever reached even 4%. Additionally,
the single largest election victory in terms of both percentage and actual number of votes cast was achieved by a
Democrat. Think about that. How can one side claim that there is a truly unfair advantage when you consider these
facts? The numbers don’t lie, and the lines are compact around logical communities of interest.
The accusation of gerrymandering seems to be predicated upon the notion that only Douglas County voters should “be
allowed to elect their own representative” for the local congressional district and that the inclusion of Sarpy citizens is
akin to electoral robbery.
It is pointed out that Douglas County is home to 567,000 residents. Unfortunately, the writer conveniently fails to
acknowledge that the population of the state is comprised of 1.93 million people and that each district should roughly
represent 644,802 Nebraskans.
To give only the voters of Douglas County a say in the congressional district would require that we redraw the lines in a
manner that would violate the one person, one vote principle. Such an action would undermine the ruling in Wesberry
v. Sanders that held that members of the House of Representatives be selected by voters in districts of equal
population.
Are our friends on the left suggesting that we should toss overboard this important judicial cornerstone of equal
representation for the benefit of one party — in this case their own?
In the end, the proposition put forth that gerrymandering is the cause of Democrat Party failures is a smokescreen for
the fact that they simply lost an election.
By Theresa Thibodeau
 


OWH: Support horse racing







 
Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson and Gov. Pete Ricketts, once again choose to disagree with the Nebraska
Thoroughbred Racing Commission, whose members are appointed by the governor to work with and for the
thoroughbred racing community. The racing commission voted and approved Historical Horse Racing for the state of
Nebraska. In hours of testimony during open meetings, the commission heard the facts on Historical Horse Racing.
Nebraska thoroughbred racing is in need of assistance. Obviously our governor doesn’t care about this industry in our
state, and Attorney General Doug Peterson is taking his stance against racing too. The millions of dollars that horse
racing and the related agriculture over the past years have put back into the Nebraska state tax fund means nothing to
these elected officials.
Please remember these two gentlemen at election time. I have voted Republican all my life. We need some new
Nebraska blood within our borders.
Wally Wollesen, Omaha
 


OWH: That free military airfare
 
In response to Jean Lillie’s Jan. 23 Pulse letter (“Tax breaks for military retirees”), I would like to say that I agree that
Gov. Ricketts and state senators were wrong to initiate a 50% tax break on military pensions, I believe it should be 100%
non-taxable, like in so many other states.
As for “receiving so much for free after enlisting,” wow. It really makes me appreciate the free lodging (30-man tent
with cots), and do not forget the free airfare to and from Iraq I received.
And Idolatry of the military? Our military is respected now as they should be, not idolized. I wonder if the writer would
prefer going back to the times when our soldiers were spit on in the airports when returning from Vietnam.
The other thing that strikes me as odd is that the writer lives in Iowa but has an interest in Nebraska taxes. Did she move
to Iowa to escape Nebraska’s high taxes?
Greg Inman, Omaha
 


OWH: Taxes and military retirees
 
I am responding to Jean Lillie’s opinion in the Jan. 23 Public Pulse. She said she doesn’t understand why Nebraska wants
to give 50% tax relief to Nebraska retirees. I see that she lives in Iowa.
My question is, why is she worried about what is happening on our behalf? Does she not realize that Iowa has been
exempting military retirement benefits from Iowa individual income tax since 2014? Your then-Gov. Terry Branstad
signed Senate File 303 approving this. Maybe you should worry about your state first.
Also, what all did we receive free while serving in the military? I still had to pay taxes on what I earned while in the
military, so I partially paid for my own benefits.
John Rock, Bellevue
 


OWH: Best incentive goals
 
Last year, Legislative Bill 720, the ImagiNE Act, was defeated after some rural senators objected to the legislation as part
of the tax bill. State Sen. Tom Briese stated about the proposal it showed “indifference” to the plight of Nebraska’s
farmers and ranchers, who have seen property tax bills more than double in some cases over the past decade because
of steep rises in agricultural land values.
Tax incentives began in 1987 when the current incentive program (Advantage Act) was passed in an attempt to keep
ConAgra from moving from Omaha. In 2018 the Advantage Act incentive program cost Nebraska taxpayers over $200
million.
Gov. Pete Ricketts is again supporting passage of the bill. It seems like the justification for any new bill transferring
taxpayer funds to companies is always that it will create jobs. In Nebraska, the problem isn’t lack of jobs, it’s lack of
talent to fill the existing jobs. So how about an incentive bill that would incentivize labor to come to Nebraska?
Something like good schools, low-cost housing, better recreation like biking and running trails and improved parks.
While such legislation would still not help farmers (who are much deserving a tax break), it would at least address the
purported intent of the legislation instead of being another giveaway to business.
Joseph Slattery, Omaha
 







OWH: Learn from Iowa on tax policy
 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds has asked her lawmakers for a 1-cent sales tax increase. She also proposed an income tax and
property tax cut to offset the increase to residents.
That is how it’s done.
Our governor and our “Uni-do-nothing” lawmakers just keep spending and then brag about tax relief that amounts to 20
bucks. I’m very impressed by Gov. Reynolds and the opposite for our leaders.
Neil Willer, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 1/26: Schools are making cash; their athletes should be, too
 
Networks and athletic apparel companies are paying billions upon billions of dollars to universities to broadcast their
sporting events and outfit their athletes.
But not a penny of that money can go to the actual athletes who play the game for their respective universities, lest
they lose their eligibility for receiving “impermissible benefits.”
That doesn’t square.
Hence, a groundswell of legislation permitting athletes to profit off their name, image and likeness that began last year
in California has reached Nebraska and dozens of other states. And these proposals – including Omaha Sen. Megan
Hunt’s LB962 – take the right path toward righting an inequity that, like the money in college sports, has multiplied in
recent years.
The days of amateurism are little more than sepia-tinted nostalgia at this point, with money to be made by
broadcasters, recruiting services, shoe companies and youth coaches alike. These tentacles reach deeper and deeper,
yet those playing the game that produces all this money must be kept away from it.
From 2005-2018, Nebraska Athletics’ revenue more than doubled, going from $55.9 million to $142.2 million, according
to USA Today’s annual survey of finances in college sports. In that window, rights and licensing essentially quadrupled
from $21.4 million to $84.4 million.
This isn’t to knock on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, one of fewer than two dozen to turn a profit while charging no
student subsidy for sports, which also receives millions annually from its athletic department. Because so few athletic
departments operate in the black, directly paying athletes – the model used in professional sports – is impossible at the
college level.
Instead, allowing them to be remunerated for endorsements or camps – while barring the NCAA or other athletic
association from punishing players who had been paid beyond their scholarships – is the correct approach.
Hence why a bipartisan coalition, nearly a quarter of the Legislature, has signed on as cosponsors to Hunt’s bill.
While non-athletes are currently prevented from monetizing their skills in a free market, their peers can use their
passions and talents as tutors, researchers, performers and interns to make money. No reason exists to preclude playing
sports from this list.
No doubt this legislation will come with unintended consequences and challenges for compliance offices, especially if
it’s instituted on a state-by-state basis. But the status quo becomes less fair by the day to athletes, particularly those
who came from impoverished backgrounds yet can’t accept someone buying them lunch to remain eligible.
A select few may make serious money, presumably those with the greatest future opportunity to sign a lucrative pro
deal. But, as the NCAA itself touts in its advertisements, most of them will be going pro in something other than sports.
Accordingly, those others, in particular, should have the chance to profit from the hard work that made them a college
athlete – without the fears of retribution from their sports’ governing bodies.
 


LJS Local View: Act to ensure hate has no home in Lincoln
 
Lincoln was founded more than 150 years ago by immigrants of diverse faiths and backgrounds who came together to
build a home on the vast prairie. This rich tradition and the diversity of identities, backgrounds and perspectives in
Lincoln today form a core strength of our city.
Last week, our community’s strength was tested when our Jewish friends and neighbors found themselves the target of
hateful vandalism. As mayor, I condemn in the strongest possible terms that act and all acts of anti-Semitism and
bigotry. We have seen these expressions of hate, violence and divisive rhetoric occur across the country, and
unfortunately, Lincoln is not immune to the fear that propels them.
The reaction and support from across our community reaffirms that love is more powerful than fear and that Lincoln
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stands resolute as a welcoming place for all. I am proud that our city so fully recognizes the blessings and richness that
the South Street Temple and all houses of faith bestow upon our city.
In response to the act of hate perpetrated at the temple, our residents demonstrated a generous outpouring of support
for our Jewish friends and neighbors. A fundraising page set up to support repairs and improved security for the temple
raised more than three times its goal. Hundreds have reached out to members of our Jewish community, sharing words
of support and standing side by side in prayer.
As a community, we have made clear that hate has no home in Lincoln.
While it is vital that we reaffirm our welcoming values when faced with open acts of hatred in our city, it is just as
important that we do intentional work every day to create a community that is inclusive of all our residents, no matter
who they are, how they worship, what language they speak or whom they love.
Each of us can and must speak out against hateful and divisive language in our community, no matter how small. We
can invite into our lives others who have different traditions, experiences and backgrounds than us. We can encircle
each other with love and support the way that, as Shabbat services began on a recent Friday night, members of other
congregations lined the streets of the temple in song.
Together, we must resolve each day to ensure Lincoln continues to be a welcoming place for everyone to live, work,
play, learn, worship and call home.
Leirion Gaylor Baird is mayor of Lincoln.
 


LJS: The high cost of denying a problem
 
We should all be pleased that Gov. Pete Ricketts has earmarked $60 million for the state’s share of the federal disaster
relief related to the catastrophic flooding in our state last spring -- not that he has much choice in the matter.
It is interesting how Republican officials in our part of the country (like Ricketts), who have spent decades denying the
reality of climate change, are now asking us to spend millions of dollars on flood plain remediation and management to
deal with the consequences of the climate change that they have previously worked so hard to deny.
It is because of climate-change skeptics like Ricketts that our society has not been able to address the issue of climate
change before it was too late. Having painted himself in to this political corner, Governor Ricketts is now trying to tell us
that it isn’t the climate that is changing … it’s the “weather.” Hopefully, few Nebraskans will be confused by the
governor’s rhetorical gymnastics.
Marshall Lux, Lincoln
 


GII: Bills will help develop Nebraska's workforce
 
This past week Gov. Pete Ricketts highlighted priorities in his mid-biennium budget. I was pleased by his support for a
new Nebraska Career Scholarship that could potentially fund over 2,000 higher education scholarships by fiscal year
2024.
Additionally, Sen. John Stinner, chair of the Appropriations Committee, introduced LB894 to appropriate $7 million to
provide reimbursement to community colleges for tuition and expenses related to dual enrollment. Dual enrollment
courses are college-level courses taught to high school students so they can get credit toward both college and high
school degrees.
Both examples of current and future workforce development support could be beneficial as Central Community College
seeks to provide educated and skilled individuals to enter the workforce or become entrepreneurs.
The Nebraska Department of Labor defines over 262 occupations in Nebraska as “H3” or high demand, high wage
and/or high skill. Community colleges like Central provide proven education to students in H3 areas including registered
nursing, construction and industrial production management, medical records, precision agriculture, welding, diesel and
automotive mechanics, electrical and graphic design.
Community colleges also provide high quality and economically priced coursework toward transfer degrees for
additional occupations requiring a bachelor’s degree or higher.
The scholarship support and dual credit reimbursements would help expand the number of students learning those skills
and starting their postsecondary education while still enrolled in high school.
Last fall, the CCC Board of Governors voted to reduce the property tax levy across our 25-county service area to assist in
flood relief for area property owners. Additional financial support from the state to students and community colleges
will be impactful in helping keep property taxes low, which also fits into the priorities of the Legislature, governor and
CCC.







Dr. Matt Gotschall
Central Community College President
 


OWH: President Trump could be an X-factor in Don Bacon's bid to retain 2nd District House seat
 
Voters will see some familiar names on the ballot in the race to represent the Omaha-based 2nd Congressional District,
but it won’t be a rerun of 2018.
The 2020 race involves a new player, one who political observers say will be an X-factor in Nebraska’s most competitive
congressional race: President Donald J. Trump.
Trump’s name will be on the November ballot, barring an unlikely vote to remove him in the Senate, and it’s not yet
clear who stands to be helped or hurt the most by his candidacy. The president could boost turnout across the political
spectrum — among Republicans, Democrats and nonpartisans.
Trump supports incumbent Republican Rep. Don Bacon, who filed for reelection Wednesday. Bacon, a retired Air Force
brigadier general, was the first member of Nebraska’s all-Republican congressional delegation to endorse Trump’s
reelection bid.
The congressman’s Democratic challengers say they plan to make Bacon’s unflinching support for Trump, before and
during the impeachment fight, an issue during the 2020 campaign. The Democratic primary is set for May 12.
The contenders once again include 2018 Democratic nominee Kara Eastman and a candidate whose last name is
Ashford. But this time, it’s Omaha lawyer Ann Ashford, not her husband, former Rep. Brad Ashford.
Omaha restaurant owner Gladys Harrison and communications consultant Morgann Freeman are also raising funds to
run as Democrats, but they have not yet filed.
The public’s reaction to the impeachment proceedings will determine how Trump affects the 2nd District race, said Paul
Landow, a political science professor at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
“Deep down, are they siding with the Republicans and deciding this is a bunch of baloney?” he asked. “Or are they siding
with Democrats and saying, ‘Yeah, this is right?’ ”
Republicans hold a slight registration advantage in the 2nd District. Turnout also leans red in congressional races,
powered by Republican-leaning voters who show up every two years in the district’s suburbs, west Omaha and western
Sarpy County.
But Democrats turn out in higher numbers in presidential years, and elections elsewhere have shown some Trump-
backed candidates losing ground among suburban women, Landow and others said.
The 2nd District backed Trump in 2016, Mitt Romney in 2012 and Barack Obama in 2008, so it can flip, despite a clear
historical tilt toward the GOP in federal races.
The Cook Political Report and other groups that rate congressional races consider the 2nd District race among the most
competitive nationally.
In the region, only the race in Iowa’s 3rd Congressional District, in the southwest quarter of the state, is considered
closer. There, Rep. Cindy Axne, D-Iowa, faces a likely rematch with former Rep. David Young.
Bacon said Wednesday that he won’t run away from the president’s record on taxes, jobs and economic growth. He
said, on balance, the president’s approach has been good for American prosperity.
He said he disagrees with some of Trump’s choices, including with some of the president’s conversations about Ukraine
that are at the heart of the impeachment case.
He said he wishes that Trump hadn’t brought up Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden or his son, Hunter, in his
phone conversation with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.
But Bacon said Democrats pushing for impeachment ignore the fact that aid to Ukraine, while delayed by the
administration for what appeared to be a political purpose, was ultimately delivered within the time frame allowed
under the law.
“I think there’s grounds to criticize,” he said. “I don’t think there’s grounds for impeachment.”
Eastman said Bacon too often disregards or downplays the actions by the president that led to his impeachment. She
points to national, state and local polls that show that the president’s net approval rating has fallen since he was
elected.
Ashford said Bacon is too partisan to represent a district where people still expect Democrats and Republicans to find
ways to work together and get things done.
Bacon touts his work with House members on both sides of the aisle to help Nebraska recover from flooding, including
funds to repair Offutt Air Force Base and the Nebraska National Guard’s Camp Ashland.
He said that one of his key focuses will always be national security and that as the highest-ranking former active-duty







military member in Congress, he serves an important role.
“We have a shortage of people in Congress that know national security,” he said. “I think we need it.”
His next focus, he said, will be making sure that the University of Nebraska Medical Center and other local economic
drivers, including Offutt, get the funds they need to help the Omaha area succeed.
Both Democrats say Bacon and the Republican Party haven’t done enough to help Nebraskans on issues that matter to
voters, particularly health care. Bacon voted more than once to repeal the Affordable Care Act.
Bacon counters that he still intends to fight for the ACA’s popular protections for people with preexisting conditions and
the elimination of caps on insurance coverage amounts.
Eastman and Ashford say Bacon and Republicans had two years with control of Congress and the presidency to do
something proactive on health care, but accomplished little of note.
Bacon, for his part, repeated his criticisms of Eastman, saying her support for “Medicare for All” and other progressive
policies puts her too far to the left to effectively represent a purple district.
Eastman said, “It is obvious to me that Bacon will take a playbook from the Republican Party just like he did last time and
talk about a phantom candidate that he and the Republican Party made up.”
There is history among the candidates: Bacon knocked Brad Ashford out of Congress in 2016. Eastman upset Brad
Ashford’s comeback bid in the 2018 Democratic primary. Then Bacon defeated Eastman by 2 percentage points, or
about 5,000 votes.
Before either Ann Ashford or Eastman can take on Bacon, one of the two must win the Democratic primary. And the
2020 primary debate sounds a lot like Brad Ashford’s fight with Eastman.
Eastman said she came close to defeating Bacon in 2018 because her views excited Omaha-area Democrats who
sometimes sit out campaigns involving more moderate Democrats.
Ashford contrasted Eastman’s 2018 loss with Democratic victories elsewhere that year. She said the only Democrat to
win the 2nd District seat in 24 years was her husband, a moderate.
“If (Kara) was ever going to win, last time was it,” Ashford said.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: Washington Digest: Long days, no cellphones and 'the most momentous decision a senator can
make'
 
WASHINGTON — Ahead of President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial, former Sens. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., and Russ
Feingold, D-Wisc., penned a memo offering guidance to current members.
“A vote on presidential impeachment is perhaps the most momentous decision a senator can make,” they wrote. “In the
weeks ahead, we urge you to take your constitutional responsibilities with the greatest seriousness. Simply put, that
means respecting the constitutional process, keeping an open mind, hearing all the evidence before making a decision,
and not prejudging the effort based on policy or political preferences.”
As Trump’s trial began in earnest last week, all 100 senators found themselves bound to the chamber — and deprived of
their cellphones — as House Democrats presented the case against the president.
The long hours and late nights have taken a toll on some members. The 86-year-old Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, for
example, is typically in bed by 9 p.m. and up by 4 a.m.
Grassley told the Wall Street Journal that he coped with the extended schedule by pushing off his morning wake-up —
all the way to 7:20 a.m.
Drinks other than milk or water are prohibited on the Senate floor, so senators have been ducking into their cloakrooms
to down mediocre coffee, Red Bull and even 5-Hour Energy capsules.
Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., was spotted tucking tobacco into his mouth at one point, a habit that attracted the attention of
the authorities.
“After Congressman Schiff kept talking until 2 a.m. on Tuesday, Ben accidentally left some of his tobacco with his notes
on his desk,” spokesman James Wegmann said. “The sergeant-at-arms asked him to keep the pouch inside his desk
during the next round of (Rep. Adam) Schiff’s clown show. The rules don’t prohibit tobacco, unlike the contraband
Nebraska beef jerky he has in his desk.”
Sasse has declined interview requests about the impeachment trial, and Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., told The World-
Herald that she wouldn’t comment until the proceedings were finished.
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, has been vocal, however, in blasting House Democrats for what she described as hypocrisy on
the issue of military assistance to Ukraine.
“They keep going back to ‘thousands of Ukrainians have lost their lives,’ ” Ernst said. “No joke — because the Obama







administration and some of them wouldn’t allow lethal aid to go to Ukraine.”
How senators up for reelection handle the impeachment trial could affect their campaigns, including Sasse and Ernst.
Impeachment duties kept the four Nebraska and Iowa senators from joining this year’s March For Life on Friday, but
they hosted morning receptions for constituents who traveled out for the event.
Celebrating trade
In his role as the Senate president pro tem, Grassley hosted a signing ceremony for the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement last week.
Fischer and Ernst joined him at the ceremony as they touted the trade pact’s potential for economic growth, job
creation and increased farm exports.
Such events often involve the signer distributing souvenir pens to the lawmakers afterward, but Grassley simply handed
the one he had used to Ernst.
“Look at that, just a regular old pen,” Ernst told him. “You hang on to that. I know how thrifty you are.”
Not your father’s impeachment
Hagel and former Sen. Bob Kerrey, D-Neb., last week criticized Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s approach to
Trump’s trial and contrasted it with the unanimous support for the organizing resolution in the Clinton impeachment.
But that’s hardly the only difference between the two trials. For one thing, the Trump proceedings have thus far
featured less titillating subject matter than those Clinton proceedings.
In his book “While America Sleeps,” Feingold recounted talking to Sen. Paul Wellstone, D-Minn., and Kerrey during the
Clinton trial when the mild-mannered Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., walked up.
“Carl approached us and, as he lifted his ubiquitous ‘readers’ from his face, said, ‘Listen, I am a little embarrassed to ask
you guys this, but what’s a thong?’ ”
Feingold writes that he doubled over with laughter at the absurdity of the situation.
“As Wellstone and I staggered away, Bob Kerrey collegially placed his arm around a red-faced Carl Levin and calmly
explained to him this key feature of modern attire.”
By Joseph Morton
 


OWH: Many Nebraskans, Iowans in the crowd as Trump becomes 1st president to speak at March for Life
 
WASHINGTON — Groups of Nebraskans and Iowans joined other abortion opponents from across the country at the
47th national March For Life on Friday, excited to see Donald Trump become the first sitting president to address the
gathering in person.
“Unborn children have never had a stronger defender in the White House,” Trump told the crowd. “And as the Bible
tells us, each person is wonderfully made.”
The annual event started one year after the Supreme Court’s landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, which established a
woman’s legal right to abortion.
Seth Nelson, 18, was one of the dozens of students and chaperones from Remsen St. Mary’s High School in Remsen,
Iowa, who attended this year’s march.
It was his first time there, but Nelson said he’s hopeful that the court will soon overturn Roe.
“I want to end abortion,” he said. “Our religion teacher always says, ‘We’re the generation to end abortion.’ ”
Trump fired up the crowd by talking about policy changes his administration has made to push back on abortion access
and the conservative judges he’s placed on the federal bench.
Critics accuse Trump of using the march to try to distract from his impeachment trial in the Senate.
Ilyse Hogue, president of NARAL Pro-Choice America, called it “an act of desperation, plain and simple.” Alexis McGill
Johnson, acting president of the Planned Parenthood Action Fund, accused Trump of carrying out “a full-out assault on
our health and our rights.”
According to Pew Research Center polling in 2019, roughly 6 in 10 Americans believe that abortion should be legal in all
or most cases.
Over time, though, both the Democratic and Republican parties have moved further to the left and right, respectively,
on abortion rights.
Views of abortion have remained relatively stable over two decades of polling, and it’s a minority of Americans who
believe that abortion should be legal or illegal in all cases. But polling does suggest a widening partisan gap on the
question of support for abortion rights in all or most cases, along with some movement on both sides of the aisle toward
total support or total opposition to abortion rights.
Midlands senators could not participate in the march because they had to be in their seats for the ongoing
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impeachment trial, but they hosted morning receptions for constituents in town for the event.
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, talked up this year’s theme of “pro-life, pro-woman” and said the movement is making progress
even if Roe isn’t going to be overturned immediately.
“We’re headed that way,” she said. “I don’t know that we see that breakthrough ruling right now. But I think there’s
greater awareness in the public of what life really is and how meaningful it is, and as we start to see that more and more
of our younger people are committing themselves to life and as we see that, I do think we’re getting closer.”
Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., told visiting Nebraskans to “stay strong, stay courageous, stay vocal,” while Sen. Ben Sasse, R-
Neb., said more advanced sonogram images are prompting people to change their attitudes about abortion.
“It turns out teens and 20-somethings are becoming more pro-life, because when you see what’s happening in utero,
you realize that a baby is a baby,” he said.
Among several University of Nebraska-Lincoln students who stopped by the Fischer and Sasse reception were 19-year-
old twins Joshua and Katie Harris.
“The work that we’re doing out here — I truly think that what we’re doing is making a difference,” Josh said.
Katie Harris said she feels a special responsibility to express her views as a woman in the movement. She said she’s glad
to see some states passing new abortion restrictions and the possibility of court rulings favorable to the cause.
“And hopefully we won’t have to keep coming to these marches if Roe v. Wade gets overturned,” she said.
By Joseph Morton
 


LJS: Smith says Trump has earned Nebraska's support
 
Pointing to increasing trade opportunities and "a pro-growth tax policy," Rep. Adrian Smith says President Donald Trump
has been good for Nebraska and deserves to be reelected this year.
Smith, the 3rd District Republican congressman, voted against the articles of impeachment of the president approved by
the House, arguing that Democrats "just want to get rid of him and reverse the will of the people" who elected Trump
four years ago.
"Hillary (Clinton) won the popular vote" in 2016, he said, and "Democrats are mad."
"I wouldn't do everything the way the president has," Smith said during an interview in Lincoln, but Trump has done
nothing that "rises to the level of an impeachable offense."
Smith's 3rd District encompasses all of western and central Nebraska, along with the northeastern and southeastern
corners of the state. It has been solid Republican territory for more than half a century.
Trade prospects for Nebraska agriculture are beginning to increase now under Trump, the seven-term congressman
said.  
"Ag producers are very excited about the future," he said.
Nebraska agriculture took an estimated $2 billion hit over a two-year period during the trade wars ignited by Trump's
tariffs, which followed his withdrawal of the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement and
subsequent renegotiation of the North American Free Trade Agreement.
"Agriculture knew something needed to be done," Smith said, and the end result is going to benefit Nebraska.
The new U.S.-Mexico-Canada (USMCA) agreement that was negotiated to succeed NAFTA will be "good for Nebraska
agriculture," he said, and so are new agreements that are being negotiated with Japan and China.
"Trade writ large is so important for Nebraska," Smith said. "And the fact that more people are talking about trade is a
silver lining for all of us."
Nebraska will also benefit from Trump's elimination of a number of environmental protection rules that have hindered
agriculture, Smith said.
Meanwhile, he said, "we all benefit from a growing economy" that has developed during the Trump administration,
thanks in part to "a pro-growth tax policy."
As a senior member of the House Ways and Means Committee, Smith plays a role in determining tax policy.
"I want to continue to keep an eye on positive changes in our tax code," he said.
By Don Walton
 


AP: Trump administration approves Keystone pipeline on US land
 
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — The Trump administration on Wednesday approved a right-of-way allowing the Keystone XL oil
sands pipeline to be built across U.S. land, federal officials told The Associated Press, pushing the controversial $8 billion
project closer to construction though court challenges still loom.







The approval signed by Interior Secretary David Bernhardt covers 46 miles (74 kilometers) of the line’s route across land
in Montana controlled by the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, said Casey Hammond,
assistant secretary of the Interior Department.
The 1,200-mile (1,930-kilometer) pipeline would transport up to 830,000 barrels (35 million gallons) of crude oil daily
from western Canada to terminals on the Gulf Coast. Project sponsor TC Energy said in a court filing that it wants to
begin construction in the next several months, but that’s sure to face more legal challenges.
First proposed in 2008, the pipeline has become emblematic of the struggle between economic development and
curbing the fossil fuel emissions that are causing climate change. The Obama administration rejected it, but President
Donald Trump revived it and has been a strong supporter.
The stretch approved Wednesday includes all federal land crossed by the line, Hammond said. Much of the rest of the
route is across private land, for which TC Energy has been trying to get permissions to build on.
Opponents worry burning the tar sands oil will make climate change worse, and that the pipeline could break and spill
oil into waterways like Montana's Missouri River. They have filed numerous lawsuits.
Hammond said Interior officials and other agencies have done a thorough review of the line’s potential effects on the
environment. He said TC Energy had provided detailed plans to respond to any spill from the line.
“We’re comfortable with the analysis that’s been done,” Hammond said.
Another oil pipeline in TC Energy’s Keystone network in October spilled an estimated 383,000 gallons (1.4 million liters)
of oil in eastern North Dakota. The company's critics say a damaging spill from Keystone XL is inevitable given the the
length of the line and the many rivers and other bodies of water it would cross beneath.
An attorney for environmental groups that have sued to overturn Trump’s permit for the line said they will ask the judge
in the case to issue an order blocking the new approval.
“We know President Trump’s permit was unconstitutional, and we have every confidence that the federal courts will set
aside these approvals,” said Steve Volker, who represents the Indigenous Environmental Network.
U.S. Rep. Greg Gianforte of Montana praised the administration's move.
“Trump and his administration are delivering on their promise to get this critical infrastructure project moving after
years of unnecessary delays," the Republican lawmaker said in a statement.
U.S. District Judge Brian Morris in Montana initially denied a request from environmentalists to block construction in
December because no work was immediately planned. But he also has ruled against the project, including a 2018
decision that stalled the line and prompted Trump to issue a new presidential permit for Keystone XL to cross the U.S.-
Canada border.
In Nebraska, the state Supreme Court removed the last major obstacle for the project in August when it ruled in favor of
state regulators who had approved a route for the pipeline in 2017. Opponents had argued that regulators didn’t follow
all the procedures required by state law.
TC Energy intends next month to begin mobilizing construction machinery to areas designated for worker camps and
pipeline storage yards in Montana, South Dakota and Nebraska, according to its court filings. It also plans to start
toppling trees along the route in areas of South Dakota.
In April, the company plans to start building a 1.2-mile (2-kilometer) segment of the pipeline across the U.S.-Canada
border. Construction of pumping stations for the line would begin in June.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 1-3-23
Date: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 8:40:10 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jan 2023 7.23 45.00 12/30/22
Corn Oct 2023 5.75 -35.00 12/30/22
Milo Jan 2023 6.58 -20.00 12/30/22
Milo Oct 2023 5.35 -75.00 12/30/22
Soybeans Jan 2023 14.44 -80.00 12/30/22
Soybeans Oct 2023 13.36 -80.00 12/30/22
Wheat Jan 2023 8.28 -60.00 12/30/22
Wheat Jul 2023 7.96 -80.00 12/30/22
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LJS: Lincoln senators share goals, priorities heading into legislative session
OWH: Healthy state revenues have lawmakers eyeing tax cuts, infrastructure in new session
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OWH: Nebraska Gov. Ricketts leaving "best job in the world" with record of tax cuts,
spending restraint
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts will close out his time as Nebraska governor Thursday, leaving what
he describes as “the best job in the world” and the “honor and privilege of a lifetime.”
But he exits with an eye on another top political position, the U.S. Senate seat being vacated by
Nebraska’s junior senator, Ben Sasse.
“I want to continue to look for ways to be able to serve the people of Nebraska and I believe that my
experience as governor for the last eight years makes me the best candidate to be the next U.S.
senator,” Ricketts said in a year-end interview with The World-Herald.
“I’ve delivered results for the people of Nebraska, whether it’s improving services for how we run
state government or it’s tax relief or getting us through the challenges we had in 2019 with the most
widespread flooding or the COVID pandemic. I’ve got a track record that I’m very proud of working
with people in state government.”
“I believe that is a strong case for why I should be the next U.S. senator,” he said.
Sasse is stepping down to become president of the University of Florida. The resignation takes effect
Jan. 8. Ricketts has said he will leave it to the next governor, Jim Pillen, to name a replacement.







Pillen, who will be sworn in Thursday, is widely expected to appoint Ricketts.
Meanwhile, the 58-year-old Republican looks back on two terms at the helm of state government
that included major tax cuts, spending restraint and conservative policies. They also included two
unprecedented crises — record statewide flooding in 2019, followed by the COVID pandemic that
started in 2020.
But he lists improvements in government services as one of his proudest accomplishments. Ricketts,
a former T.D. Ameritrade executive, said he worked on creating a more customer-focused, efficient
and effective government that would better serve Nebraskans.
He created a Center for Operational Excellence that completed 900 process improvement projects,
saving 900,000 hours of state employee time and reducing costs by an estimated $100 million. He
also consolidated some state functions.
Among the successes: cutting on-hold time for people seeking public benefits from an average of 23
minutes down to 5 minutes; streamlining registration and renewals for fleet vehicles that allowed
one business to complete 4,000 renewals in three days rather than 30; and simplifying fire marshal
reviews of building construction plans that cut 15 days out of the process.
“We found ways to ensure that Nebraskans are spending less time filling out forms, waiting in line or
waiting on hold,” Ricketts said.
Those improvements are among the reasons outgoing Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers of
Lincoln called Ricketts a “tremendous governor for Nebraska.”
“That does not always show up in the headlines, but his efforts to make government work better,
faster and more efficiently for its customer will be perhaps one of his most important
accomplishments,” said Hilgers, who was elected attorney general in November.
The bigger headline-grabbers have been the tax relief measures. Two major packages passed in 2020
and 2022 capped off a series of tax bills passed on his watch. Together, they are projected to deliver
$12.7 billion in tax relief by the time they are fully implemented in 2027. The total includes more
than $10 billion in property tax relief.
They include expanded tax credits to offset property taxes, including some that directly reduce
property tax bills and some offered as income tax credits. In addition, the top tax rates for individual
and corporate income taxes are being reduced and the state is eliminating income taxes on military
retirement and Social Security benefits.
Ricketts said he was able to deliver tax relief by keeping state expenses down. He held state budgets
to an average of 2.8% growth annually, while revenues grew 4.5%. During an economic downturn in
2016 and 2017, state spending grew at a 0.5% annual average.
More recently, state coffers have benefited from steadily rising property valuations, which meant
the state did not have to increase school aid as much as expected. Large infusions of federal
pandemic relief since 2020 covered some state costs and shored up the state’s economy, which
translated into stronger tax revenues.
“His legacy is one he can be proud of in the arena of fiscal restraint and tax reform,” said State Sen.
Tom Briese of Albion.
But Ricketts failed to stop a gas tax increase in 2015. Lawmakers passed the increase over his veto to
boost funding for highway construction and maintenance. Ricketts used some of that tax revenue
later to help pay for a $450 million road-and bridge-building plan.
Lawmakers overrode two other vetoes that year, his first in political office. One was a bill repealing
the state’s death penalty and the other on a bill allowing illegal immigrants brought to this country
as children to get Nebraska driver’s licenses. Those are the youths involved with the federal Deferred







Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA.
He learned from those political setbacks. In later years, he worked more closely with friendly
lawmakers to block bills before they came to his desk and he used his wealth to wield his political
will. He was a major donor to a petition drive that restored the death penalty. He also targeted
lawmakers that had voted for the veto overrides.
But Ricketts bristles at the idea that he has bought political wins, including spending more than $1.3
million to get Pillen elected governor this year. The son of T.D. Ameritrade founder Joe Ricketts, Pete
Ricketts estimated his net worth at $50 million in 2018.
“Supporting candidates is a matter of free speech,” he said. “Can you have too much free speech? I
think I’m exercising my free speech rights. Every American should be able to do that.”
He couldn’t stop Nebraskans from voting to expand Medicaid to more low-income people, as
allowed under the federal Affordable Care Act, however. Expansion backers took the issue to voters
with an initiative petition drive after Ricketts and fellow Republicans blocked it repeatedly in the
Legislature.
Other challenges couldn’t be solved with wealth or political clout.
In March 2019, a combination of heavy snow and rain with extreme cold triggered unprecedented
flooding across multiple communities. The floods caused an estimated $2.6 billion in damage to
homes, businesses, farmland and roads and cost four lives.
Nebraska was still recovering in March 2020, when the first cases of COVID showed up in the state.
Ricketts declared a coronavirus state of emergency on March 13 that year.
He navigated the pandemic with a mixture of public health restrictions and resistance to federal
mandates. The combination, as he frequently notes, led Politico last year to name Nebraska as the
state that fared best at balancing health, economic, educational and social well-being concerns.
Ricketts also had to deal with challenges inside state government, particularly Nebraska’s
overcrowded and troubled prison system. The governor had been in office only a few months when
the Tecumseh prison erupted in a deadly riot in May 2015.
He argues that the system has improved since then, with better programming and new construction
that added beds. Still, Nebraska’s prison system remains the nation’s most overcrowded and has the
fastest-growing inmate population in the country.
State Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha said Ricketts missed an opportunity by fighting a criminal justice
reform plan in 2022. The plan came out of an intensive study guided by the nonprofit Crime and
Justice Institute that involved all three branches of state government. Ricketts objected to parts of
the plan as being “soft on crime,” and the two sides could not reach a compromise.
Ricketts said there were parts of the plan he supported, but those went down when the compromise
efforts failed.
He said there is more work to be done in corrections. He has pushed to build a new prison to replace
the aging Nebraska State Penitentiary. Lawmakers set aside money for the prison but have not
authorized its construction.
He also said there is work to be done on reducing property taxes and major investments that need
to be completed, such as the proposed Perkins County canal. Under the terms of a century-old
compact with Colorado, construction of the canal would ensure Nebraska’s supply of water in the
South Platte River.
Those tasks now fall to Pillen. Ricketts said he is confident handing over the reins because the two
share a background in business.
“He’s going to take what we’ve done and take it to the next level,” Ricketts said.







By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Nebraska's outgoing chief medical officer reflects on state's handling of COVID
pandemic
 
Within months of being appointed Nebraska’s chief medical officer, Dr. Gary Anthone found himself
in the midst of a pandemic that closed schools, bars and restaurants and at times threatened to
overwhelm hospitals.
More than three years later, Anthone, 68, is poised to leave the post. His appointment ends with the
departure of Gov. Pete Ricketts, whose term is up Tuesday.
Anthone next will serve as chief medical officer for Vetter Senior Living, which operates more than
30 assisted living, skilled nursing and long-term care facilities in the state.
Anthone said he’s excited about the position. He learned more about the long-term care industry
during the pandemic. Working to shore up those facilities — more than a dozen of which have
closed in recent years — was among the goals he outlined in January 2020 during his confirmation
hearing before the Nebraska Legislature’s Health and Human Services Committee. He also served as
director of the public health division within the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
“I think I’ll be able to make a contribution there,” he said of the Vetter job.
(Gov.-elect Jim Pillen recently appointed Charity Menefee as director of the department’s public
health division. Dr. Matthew Donahue will continue as state epidemiologist and serve as acting chief
medical officer.)
Anthone, an Omaha native, said his desire to make a contribution also played into his decision to
return to Nebraska in the early 2000s after 15 years away. During that time, he completed a
fellowship at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore and then took his first job at the University of
California, Los Angeles.
“One of the things I always thought to myself was even though we had everything we needed and
out in California, I just thought I’d never be able to make a difference,” he said. “I thought, ‘Let’s go
back to Nebraska. Maybe I can make a difference somehow.’”
In the spring of 2019, Ricketts asked Anthone, who is a surgeon, to consider the state’s chief medical
officer position. Anthone took the job in September of that year.
Anthone recently spoke about his tenure with The World-Herald. The questions and answers have
been edited for clarity and brevity.
Q. The pandemic began not long after you started the job. What were you expecting when you
decided to become chief medical officer, and what was the reality?
A. I spent the first three months preparing myself for the role. Then, in late December, we started
hearing about this virus in China, so I really never had much of a chance to go over my goals in my
confirmation hearing.
One was to shore up the long-term care industry. And I learned during my first three months that
Nebraska really doesn’t score very well in prenatal and maternal care. I wanted to see what I could
do to help with that.
And because of my background, I’m a surgeon — my specialty was in weight loss or bariatric surgery
— I wanted to see what I could do to help with childhood obesity. I never really had a chance to do
those things once the pandemic hit.
The governor realized my background was in surgery and that I didn’t know a lot about public health
after just three months on the job. When the pandemic hit, he gave me what was probably the best







advice a governor could have given anybody. He asked me to think like a doctor and advise him as a
doctor would. I had 40 years of thinking like a doctor, so that’s how I approached the pandemic.
Q. When did you know this was going to be a major emergency?
A. One of my first roles was to visit the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit at the Nebraska Medical
Center, UNMC’s clinical partner. Under state law, the chief medical officer gives the go-ahead to
open the unit. They also showed me the Global Center for Health Security, which wasn’t yet open.
By late January, UNMC was taking part in the federal response to bring home American citizens from
Wuhan, China. (Fifty-seven of those citizens landed in Omaha on Feb. 7 and were shuttled to Camp
Ashland to wait out a quarantine.) That was the first time I realized this was going to be a big deal.
Just being able to witness that, and see how well organized the machine is, was a big confidence-
builder for me and let me know this is going to be serious. (The UNMC campus later housed 13
passengers who had tested positive for or been exposed to the coronavirus on a cruise ship off the
coast of Japan.) Those experiences gave us a little bit of a head start in how to respond.
Q. What were your biggest challenges at the start of the pandemic?
A. It was keeping up. We were having (near) daily press briefings with the governor for the first year
and a half. Things were changing by the hour. I remember at one of the press briefings that the
reporters in the audience were finding out about changes even as we were up at the podium.
And being in a new position, I had to learn about our public health infrastructure. I relied on the
people that surrounded me at NDHHS, especially Dannette Smith, our CEO.
What made it easier was the relationships I formed with the state’s hospitals as well as with the
Nebraska Hospital Association and the Nebraska Health Care Association, which represents various
parts of the long-term care industry. We set up calls with them on a weekly basis, and those calls
were invaluable.
During the first part of the pandemic, I mainly relied on personal communications with hospital
executives, calls and texts, for data on hospitalizations and hospital capacity.
I can’t even imagine how other states did that. We were lucky that we had those close relationships
with everybody here in Nebraska.
Q. Going back to that infrastructure, do you still see holes?
A. We are light years ahead of where we were 3½ years ago. Even just getting data about the
number of people who were in the hospital with COVID was hard at the beginning. I used to write it
down on my sheets so I’d have it available for the press briefing that day. It was all based on
personal communication — how many COVID patients, how many beds, whether they were feeling
stressed, how we can help.
But we put together a governor’s briefing team — our data specialists were part of it — so it didn’t
take it long to get it digitized. I still get the data on a daily basis. I still do weekly calls with the
hospital association and keep in communication with the long-term care association.
There are still some things we’d like to do, though, and we’re working on those. There’s a big push
nationally for data modernization for the public health sector. We’re going to rely on some funding
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to modernize our data structure.
It basically highlighted what we were deficient in, and now we know going forward that we can’t be
caught like that again.
Q. Once this modernization occurs, what additional data will the agency be able to provide to the
public?
A. Data about the importance of vaccines and other mitigation efforts and how they prevent people
from going to the hospital or dying. You don’t just want to say it anecdotally, you want to have data







to prove it.
Dr. Donahue and his team were insightful about providing that data. It showed that in December
2020, those who were vaccinated but not yet boosted were 11 times less likely to be hospitalized
with COVID-19 than those who weren’t fully vaccinated. Those who were vaccinated and boosted
were 46 times less likely to be hospitalized. That’s the kind of data we’re talking about. We’re almost
there in getting that.
Of course everyone is asking right now about the bivalent vaccine and how effective are those. And
that’s the type of data we need to get out to the public.
Q. How much did political concerns play into the discussions about the state’s response to the
pandemic? What variables were you weighing when you decided on whether to impose
restrictions?
A. The governor asked me and our governor’s briefing team to give him the data. He wanted to base
all his decisions on the information we gave him. We tried to keep out of the political arena and
leave that to the governor and the governor’s team.
We would have our disagreements, there’s no doubt about that. We were focused on health care.
But the governor had to take into consideration all of the other areas, like education, social well-
being and the economy.
Nebraska was ranked No. 1 in its response to the pandemic by Politico. And we were one of only
three states to receive an A+ for the response to the pandemic from the National Bureau of
Economic Research.
We did pretty well. And we did it without really doing any mandates or shutdowns.
We had our relationships with the local health departments and communities and the Global Center
at UNMC. We used that information to inform the governor.
Q. How much pressure did you get from business groups, medical officials and others over the
state’s response, and how did you handle that?
A. I have a lot of friends who are doctors. A lot of them didn’t agree with what we were doing, and
they didn’t hesitate to let me know that.
But that was the beauty of it. They knew they could call me. They knew they could voice their
opinion and they knew that I would relay that information to the Governor’s Office. They knew that
we were taking everything into consideration.
Q. How many hours were you working at the start of the pandemic?
A. I was a surgeon, so I was used to working long hours. But I was working up to 14 hours a day some
days, even on weekends. We all were. And at first, it was seven days a week. We didn’t shut down
on the weekends. We still had our meetings on the weekend and kept up with the data.
I really want to give a shout out to my wife, Annlouise, for putting up with this. I can’t think of
anything more worthwhile that I could have done with my time or my life than during this last 3½
years. It’s been absolutely an honor and a privilege to do this. God gave me this opportunity to make
a difference. I hope I was able to and I hope I’m able to in the future. In a way, it’s almost like a
dream come true for me.
Q. With your insights now, are there other things Nebraska should do to strengthen public
health?
A. Our structure, from what I’ve learned from other states, is the envy of the nation. We’re
regionalized into 19 public health departments. Some states had to deal with public health on a
county-by-county basis. One of our surrounding states had to deal with 103 counties and county
boards of health.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nber.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fworking_papers%2Fw29928%2Fw29928.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cba1f49421c9b4a01b0ba08daed9865ad%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638083536093943287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FPZZJkE%2FlLwJZ2je7LvWQXUagknES5520C4PB%2Ftw%2Fks%3D&reserved=0





That was one advantage. And we’ve learned to form these relationships where everybody can just
pick up the phone and call each other.
Our data infrastructure, we’re continuing to work on that. If something happens to stress our health
care system, we’ll have the data to know what it is. As chief medical officer, I was tasked with making
sure that we had enough hospital capacity to not only get COVID patients treated but also to make
sure everybody else could get the health care that they needed. And that’s based off seeing that
data.
As you know, we’re going through the influenza and RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) seasons. Luckily,
RSV is dwindling now, but our pediatric hospitals were getting very stressed. We knew it was coming,
so we put together a medical emergency operations center group so we could communicate with
each other. That was something we learned during the pandemic, to be proactive.
The beauty of Nebraska hospitals is everybody pitched in. Early in the pandemic, nearly every
employee at an assisted living facility in Blair became ill with COVID-19, and residents were starting
to become ill, too. We had to do something quick. On a Saturday evening, we convened the
hospitals, and every one said they’d help transport the residents to their facilities.
But we’d had the foresight to have beds available for such a situation. The state of Washington had
had a large outbreak at a nursing home early in the pandemic, and we learned from that. We had 40
beds at St. Elizabeth Regional Medical Center in Lincoln and 24 at Midlands Hospital in Papillion,
beds the hospitals hadn’t used in a while, set aside for that purpose. Most of the residents went to
Midlands.
I remember going to Midlands that day to see how things were set up. The nurses ... were so excited
about helping out. It was quite a sight to see.
It’s been an honor and a privilege for me to be in this position the last 3½ years. (Anthone noted that
he received awards for his work from the hospital association and UNMC.)
But probably the most significant thing ... I formed a relationship with a chief medical officer in
Scottsbluff (the late Dr. Matthew Bruner, chief medical officer at Regional West Medical Center).
He’d call or text me every morning before briefings and give me an update of what was happening in
the Panhandle area. He had a tragic plane accident and died (in November 2021, with his oldest son
and a Gering teen).
Out of the blue, his wife called me and said, ‘I don’t know you, but Matt knew you.’ She asked me to
come and speak at the funeral. I thought, ‘This is the highlight of my career to know that we formed
these relationships.’ And it wasn’t just with Matt. I thought, ‘This is what Nebraska is all about.’ I was
honored to go out and speak about his role and how he helped us with our response.
When I look back, that’s going to be my biggest achievement, the relationships I formed with the
health care systems here.
By Julie Anderson
 


Nebraska Examiner: Will Nebraska need not one, but two new prisons at a cost of nearly
$500 million?
 
LINCOLN — Could Nebraskans be on the hook for building not only a $270 million replacement for
the Nebraska State Penitentiary, but also for renovating the aging Penitentiary?
That appeared to be a distinct possibility following a legislative hearing last fall about upcoming
issues facing the Nebraska Department of Corrections.  
When asked at an October legislative hearing if the department will require additional prison beds,







even after a proposed 1,500-bed prison is built to replace the State Pen, the state’s interim
corrections director, Diane Sabatka-Rine, responded “yes.”
“We’ll need to have additional bed space. I don’t know if that includes repurposing the penitentiary
or if that includes other options that we’ve not yet explored,” Sabatka-Rine said.
If it’s refurbishing the State Pen, that’s a project the department has estimated would cost $220
million of taxpayer funds. 
State Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, who heads the Legislature’s Judiciary Committee, said the
response by Sabatka-Rine was the first time he can recall that state officials have acknowledged that
a new prison is just the beginning of a spending spree on prison beds.
“If there’s not some meaningful prison reform — which by the way will make our communities safer
— then we’re looking at spending half a billion dollars to accommodate our prison population to the
year 2030,” Lathrop said recently.
Ricketts: Bill soft on crime
The Omaha senator, who declined to seek re-election this year, was among the lawmakers pushing
for changes in Nebraska’s sentencing laws to allow inmates who behave an earlier opportunity to be
released on parole. That, in turn, could avoid the need to build more prisons, he argued.
But a proposal to do that, Legislative Bill 920, was shot down by opponents in the Legislature, along
with Gov. Pete Ricketts, who portrayed the measure as “soft on crime.”
LB 920 contained data-driven reforms developed after months of study of nonprison strategies to
reduce prison overcrowding. It was done in conjunction with the Crime and Justice Institute, which
has helped dozens of states avoid prison construction.
Lathrop, who led legislative probes into prison overcrowding and problems at Corrections during a
12-year legislative career, called the defeat of LB 920 his biggest disappointment.
‘The state that won’t listen’
“We’re going to be known as the state that won’t listen,” he said back in April, referring to the ideas
generated by the CJI process.
Since then, Lathrop has sought to understand what plan the state has to address prison
overcrowding. He has maintained that Nebraska can’t “build its way” out of the overcrowding crisis
and that unless alternatives to incarceration are adopted, the state will be on a continual cycle of
building expensive prisons.
Ricketts, during a recent interview, said some reforms are still being considered. Meanwhile,
incoming Gov. Jim Pillen, in a separate interview, said he plans to get “aggressive” in seeking funds
for new prison construction.
The Legislature, during the 2023 session that will begin Jan. 4, will be asked to allocate the final $115
million to build a replacement for the State Penitentiary, the state’s oldest prison.
Displaced inmates
The Pen, located on Lincoln’s southwest side, was the site of a major water line break in
November.  It underscored the infrastructure problems at a 1,300-bed facility that has been
operating, with some improvements, since 1869.
The water line break, and the resulting flooding of a housing unit, caused 135 elderly,
medium/maximum security inmates to be transferred to another prison. Officials have said it might
take a year or two before the water line and other damage is repaired.
Six potential sites in the Lincoln, Omaha and Fremont areas have been studied for the new prison.
Ricketts said that a replacement for the State Pen must be built but that some “justice
reinvestment” reforms came out of the CJI study worth pursuing.
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One possibility he mentioned was development of “prep houses” that could be used by the State
Parole Board to give troublesome parolees a structured environment to get them back on track, thus
avoiding a return to prison.
Drug courts an alternative
Ricketts also cited problem-solving courts, such as drug courts, which treat inmates’ addictions
through tough love rather than a prison cell. But court officials have said the state lacks the
capacity to expand such programs beyond a small percentage of convicted felons. 
Pillen said the state can’t continue to “kick the can” down the road on building a new prison.
Both he and Ricketts said a properly built new prison, with proper space for rehabilitation, should
help reduce the rate of released inmates returning to prison. About 29.8% of released inmates
return to prison within three years, according to Corrections.
Pillen also said Nebraska has a relatively low prison incarceration rate so the problem is not that the
state is sentencing too many people to prison.
That claim was disputed by Omaha Sen. Terrell McKinney, who has said the over-incarceration of
Black men must be addressed.
Sabatka-Rine, during her Dec. 2 testimony before the Judiciary Committee, said her preference is not
to repurpose the State Pen. But she said projections in the growth of the state’s inmate population
will require more prison space, and she’s not dismissing the possibility of rebuilding the State Pen.
When asked to expound on that, a Corrections spokeswoman said the “future of (the State Pen)
rests in the hands of the Legislature.”
Lathrop has said there’s no proof that building a new prison will improve recidivism rates. But adding
new prisons definitely would mean more staff and more spending, he said.
Master plan in final editing
He said study after study has indicated that inmates who are under parole supervision, which
includes requirements to work and attend rehabilitation program, become more successful citizens
than those who just “jam out” of prison with no post-release supervision.
The senator said it’s essential to complete a facilities master plan to determine the needs of
Corrections so state legislators know what kind of new prison is needed and how large it should be.
That prison facilities study was expected to be completed last summer and more recently was
projected to be done by the end of the year.
Laura Strimple, the chief of staff for Corrections, said Wednesday that the report won’t be done by
the end of the year but that it is in the final editing stages.
Most overcrowded in nation
The Nebraska prison system, the most overcrowded in the nation, regularly holds about 1,900 more
inmates than its nine prisons were designed to house.
Dozens of inmates sleep on floor cots every night. Some cells designed for one inmate are double
bunked.
Prison officials have expressed frustration that overcrowded prisons mean less space for needed
rehabilitation programs.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: 2022 Midlanders of the Year: Nebraska's volunteer firefighters
 
CAMBRIDGE, Neb. – Less than 24 hours after a monster wildfire in southwest Nebraska killed his
father – a retired volunteer fire chief – Kyle Trumble, himself a volunteer firefighter, was back on the
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fire lines.
The winds had shifted, and the April wildfire was threatening Cambridge, the community of 1,000 he
called home.
“When I went back out to fight the fire, I left two young boys and a wife,” he said, his voice cracking.
“Ninety-nine percent of the time, you come home. But you just never know what will happen.”
That same month, during another nearby megafire, emergency responders feared for their lives as
they used the Jaws of Life to pull two of their colleagues from a fatal wreck in the middle of the fire.
Visibility was maybe five feet, and somewhere out in the smoke was the wail of another firetruck
headed their way. They had driven at a crawl to the scene and still had to swerve into the the grass
to avoid the crashed vehicles.
“Would the firetruck stop in time?” they asked each other.
“We could hear it coming, but we couldn’t see it,” said Bronson Soucie, a Cambridge volunteer
firefighter. “We all bailed into the ditch.”
Only after the fire, when he saw a photo taken at the scene, did he realize another danger they
faced: blackened ground under his truck. While they were working to rescue the two men, the fire
had crawled up to the road and under the vehicle.
If Cheryl Moody could tell you one thing about her husband, an assistant volunteer fire chief who
died battling another of the state’s massive wildfires last year, it would be this:
“He fought fires not because he liked it,” she said. “He didn’t do it for the adrenaline rush. He was
just one of those guys who was there to help somebody else.”
The wildfires that struck Nebraska in 2022 defied comprehension. No area of the state, from the
Panhandle to the Missouri River, was spared. Fueled by deepening drought and fanned by winds of
50 mph to 70 mph, fires threatened towns, burned homes and left in their wake unbearable
heartache.
Three people from the ranks of Nebraska’s volunteer firefighters died: Elwood Chief Darren Krull was
in an SUV that collided with a water truck; retired Cambridge Chief JP Trumble was overtaken by
flames after he fled from his disabled truck; and Purdum Assistant Chief Mike Moody collapsed while
refilling a water tank.
Several others were critically injured, either in crashes, being hit by a firetruck or by being caught in
the flames. Many more suffered smoke inhalation, with some now expecting lifelong respiratory
problems.
More than 200,000 acres burned, according to the Nebraska Forest Service. That makes 2022 the
state’s second-largest fire year on record.
That ranking masks the ferocity of last year because the state’s record fire year, 2012, claimed no
lives and left far fewer people injured — despite burning more than twice as many acres.
On one day in April, “it felt like the whole state was on fire,” said Erv Portis, assistant director of the
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency.
“There were fires all over the place, and guess who was responding? Our volunteer firefighters,” he
said. “Who staffs those? Your neighbors, your families, your employees, your employers.”
For their sacrifices and heroics, Nebraska’s volunteer firefighters are the 2022 Omaha World-Herald
Midlanders of the Year.
***
“They were moving faster and and stronger than any we’ve ever seen,” Justin Mowry, chief of the
Wilsonville Volunteer Fire Department, said of the April fires in southwest Nebraska. “The flames
were 15 to 20 feet into the air — and this was in grass. It radiated so much heat, you couldn’t get the







trucks close to it to knock them down.
“It was like being next to the sun.”
Firefighters did what they could to protect themselves. In one instance, they clustered together and
aimed their hoses into the air, hoping the water would shower down and protect them.
Sometimes, they just pulled back. Other times, they ran for safety.
Brian Sisson, volunteer fire chief for Arapahoe, said winds pushed embers so far and fast that flames
traveled more than a mile in 15 minutes. The old way of fighting fires — working from already
burned ground or backburning (using fire to fight fire) — didn’t work.
Normally, firefighters would be out of harm’s way, Sisson said, if they fought the fire from already
burned ground, which they call “the black.” “But with the wind the way it was,” he said, “it was
blowing past the black, going across highways and across areas you think it would never cross.”
A volunteer firefighter was severely injured in October trying to light a smaller fire to protect a home
southwest of Lincoln.
Brad Elder of the Crete Volunteer Fire Department said winds were blowing about 55 mph and the
main fire wasn’t visible when he and his partner pulled up to the rural home. But as he bent over to
light the counter fire, he was enveloped in flames as fire seemingly came from nowhere.
Elder said he found himself first running, then crawling through flames. The fire burned the back of
his pants from his belt to his ankles.
“I was running inside a wall of fire. I couldn’t even see my own feet,” he said.
He lifted his hand and streamers of burned flesh flapped in the wind.
“It looked like a pompon,” he said.
He was convinced he would die and worried about his partner at the scene.
Suddenly, he was hit in the back by a spray of water. His buddy was clearing a path through the fire.
“When his water hit me in the back, it felt like someone cracked a whip on me,” he said. “I knew he
was alive and was coming for me.”
And that was just the beginning of the desperate effort by first responders to save Elder’s life. More
than two months later, he remains in recovery at Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital in Lincoln,
contemplating a future he thought he wouldn’t have.
Elder, a professor at Doane University who travels across North America teaching about controlled
burns and using fire to fight fire, said the 2022 fires are a wake-up call for eastern Nebraska.
“It was so big and so fast, the things we needed to fight it weren’t in place,” he said.
In southwest Nebraska, ash, soot and debris from the April fires billowed in thick, disorienting clouds
that filled the horizon and obscured roads, vehicles and landmarks. The poor visibility contributed to
two of the year’s firefighter deaths and at least three injuries from crashes.
“The visibility was virtually zero,” Sisson said. “We call it ‘driving by Braille.’ You had to drive with
your tires on the rumble strips because you had no concept of space or distance ... You couldn’t see
anything, you didn’t know if you were on the highway or going into a ditch. You tried to piece (the
route) together in your head, you’d think a road should be coming up, but it was already behind
you.”
The ambulance that carried one of the injured away from that smoky crash did so at a crawl,
sometimes stopping in the midst of the fire because the smoke was so thick.
“I had to stop because I didn’t know where I was,” said Mitch Houser, an Arapahoe volunteer
firefighter. “You had to wait for the wind to blow the smoke out of the way so that you could see the
road. There were flames all over the place, but there was no choice.”
Houser said the only reason the ambulance made it to safety was because he inadvertently drove
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into the oncoming lane. He was able to look down from the driver’s side window and see the white
line along the shoulder.
“That was the only thing I could see,” he said. “It was just pure luck.”
Throughout these fires, even as they pressed forward, firefighters worried about others.
When an accompanying firetruck disappeared in the smoke, Sisson said he wondered: Did it go off
the road? Down a ravine?
And there was constant thought of family back home: Were they safe?
“It was nonstop,” Sisson said. “The majority of us are married with kids ... (The families) are worried,
the fire is coming toward the town. It was a terrifying experience for everyone, even those not
fighting the fires.”
Sisson said he still has flashbacks, “memories you don’t want to have.”
“If it’s doing that to me, what’s it doing to other guys?”
***
Multiple towns were evacuated across Nebraska last year, which included ferrying patients from the
local hospital to safety. The town of Cambridge was evacuated twice on back-to-back days.
The largest of the fires occurred in April and October.
On April 7, the 739 Fire ignited in Gosper County, burning through 35,000 acres and destroying at
least eight homes. This was the fire that took the life of Krull and left Phelps County Emergency
Manager Justin Norris critically injured. Their SUV collided with a water truck on a road where
visibility was nearly zero. The driver of the water truck was not hurt.
Farnam Volunteer Firefighter Travis Metzler was severely injured in the same fire when the truck he
was riding in hit a hole in a smoky pasture and rolled. Firefighters carried him to safety on a stretcher
made of heavy firefighter clothing secured across the handles of two spades. Metzler suffered
multiple broken bones and has been through numerous surgeries.
On April 22, the 702 Fire ignited in northern Kansas and burned into Nebraska and back, consuming
about 45,000 acres. This fire took the life of Trumble and injured at least 15 firefighters.
On Oct. 2, another large blaze, the Bovee Fire, burned about 18,900 acres and claimed the life of
Moody. That fire burned through the Nebraska National Forest at Halsey, destroying a cherished 4-H
camp.
The fire that injured Elder occurred Oct. 23 in Gage and Lancaster Counties and destroyed three
homes. On that volatile day, four big fires broke out in eastern Nebraska and western Iowa (the fire
southwest of Lincoln, one near Wisner and others near Mondamin and Red Oak, Iowa). Multiple
smaller ones also flared up.
Southwest Nebraskans knew their area was tinder dry before the first big fire broke out. And after it
erupted, they thought they had seen one for the ages.
“You always hear about 100-year floods, 100-year rains,” Sisson said. “Everybody said, ‘That was a
100-year fire. You’ll never see another one in your life.’ “
Barely two weeks later, they did. The 702 Fire was even larger.
During that first fire, firefighters worked 12-hour shifts for days on end. Some of their rigs ran
around the clock.
They had barely finished mopping up hot spots when the second one struck.
“We were not at full strength, our vehicles were not all healthy, our guys were not all recovered, we
were depleted,” Furnas County Sheriff Doug Brown said. “Every fire agency in our county and
surrounding area was depleted.”
Still, firefighters climbed back into their rigs. Among those answering the call was JP Trumble. Even



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.valleyvoicene.com%2Findex.php%2Fnews%2Fi-would-have-never-thought-it-possible&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cba1f49421c9b4a01b0ba08daed9865ad%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638083536094099499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dJqAunPfUnONM82c9eux%2BQTKSZBovLDmNDIx96DhW5Y%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fa-month-after-he-was-burned-in-wildfire-crete-firefighter-reflects-on-escape-recovery%2Farticle_9658b22c-0ae2-5502-8f55-c8de25a86652.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cba1f49421c9b4a01b0ba08daed9865ad%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638083536094099499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IabMiWLlx%2FdpA%2FSYb95M5OxeTMCxPT%2FL14Ng7P4xo6w%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D6PasBEYLNAo&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cba1f49421c9b4a01b0ba08daed9865ad%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638083536094099499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DgJkWFgcICVTME%2BmmoZozOOFiPfuokUJwC6%2BNFHqlis%3D&reserved=0





though he was retired, he told his colleagues he would check on homes, spot the fire and call in its
movements.
Delaine Soucie, chief of the Cambridge Volunteer Fire Department, described conditions that day:
“You couldn’t see anything. You couldn’t see the fire until it was right in front of you or right beside
you.
“The conditions were horrible, the worst conditions to fight a fire you could ever ask for. The wind
was terrible, I mean that fire was impossible to fight. The fire would blow over the grass rigs, and on
the other side of the truck it would already be burning. You could never stay in front of it.
“The smoke and dirt was so bad,” he said, “you couldn’t see where you were. And the next thing you
knew, you were in the fire or the fire is all around you.”
Soucie and his crew were among the last to see Trumble — he was pulling out of the driveway of the
home of an evacuating family whose house ultimately would burn.
Trumble’s body was found that night near his truck, which had gone off the road and gotten stuck.
His son, Kyle, described conditions the day his dad died as “terrifying.”
“If you got in it, you didn’t know how you were going to get out, it was moving so fast,” he said. “We
tried fighting it at the very beginning, but everybody pulled back because it was moving too fast. You
couldn’t see anything. We were lucky to get away.”
Even though the danger remained and his family was grieving, Kyle said he couldn’t have lived with
himself if hadn’t gone out the next day to fight alongside his fellow volunteers.
And that’s the underlying reality for those who live in rural and small-town Nebraska. Fire
departments — and often ambulances — are staffed by volunteers. If unpaid, everyday Nebraskans
don’t step up, there will be no one to protect their families and property. The state is too vast, the
tax base too thin.
“For a lot of us, it’s to help preserve our homes, to help the community we live in,” Mowry said. “We
wouldn’t have anyone else in this area to do it.”
***
According to the Nebraska State Fire Marshal’s Office, 449 of the state’s 478 fire departments are
staffed by volunteers. Many are farmers, but the ranks also include a range of professions, such as
teachers, utility workers and salespeople.
And these departments are in need of help, the firefighters say. Their ranks are thinning.
Departments have gone from waiting lists for volunteers to vacancies on their rosters, said Mark
Meints, volunteer fire chief at Wymore and an officer with the Nebraska State Volunteer Firefighters
Association. As a result, fewer people are doing more work while, at the same time, their work is
becoming more complicated because of changing materials in homes and cars.
Neighboring fire departments now routinely cover for each other.
And their budgets are tight, despite grants, local tax revenue, donations and fundraisers.
“It’s sad to say, but that truck that is going to save your life, your house — it has to be paid (in part)
by a pancake feed,” Meints said.
Volunteer fire departments are no different from other service groups that are seeing numbers drop
off, he said. The nature of community and volunteerism is changing. Young people are moving out of
rural Nebraska. For those who stay, jobs often are a good distance away, so volunteers require more
time to respond to an emergency, which adds more pressure on the departments.
These fire chiefs describe their work as essentially a second job or similar in complexity to that of a
full-time, paid chief.
“The best way I can describe it, is I work my regular job 8 to 5, but also have a second job without







really calling it a job,” Sisson said. “It’s something I enjoy doing, helping others. That’s why a lot of
people sign up, they are helping their friends.”
Meints figures he puts as much time into his volunteer work as a paid fire chief does. He stops by the
firehouse daily to process paperwork, work on grant applications, answer messages and check
equipment.
“What would happen if I turned the key and the truck didn’t start?” Meints said. “Somebody has to
make sure the truck starts.”
Mowry estimates that he spends the equivalent of a full day a month in meetings related to the fire
department.
Any kind of help is appreciated, firefighters said. Stop by the firehouse and mow the lawn or wash a
rig, they said. Pitch in some money for new equipment.
Delaine Soucie said they received phenomenal support as they fought the fires.
“We had so much good food, people brought in water, I can’t believe how much people brought in,
even people from surrounding states,” he said.
Houser, the Arapahoe volunteer who drove the ambulance, said the outpouring of donations in the
wake of the fires has been humbling and gratifying.
“We’ve been very fortunate in that people have given a lot to us,” he said. “We’ve been able to
upgrade equipment, we’ve been able to get more safety equipment. It will enable us to support our
community.”
Arapahoe will be equipping each of its firetrucks and ambulances with thermal cameras, which will
enable drivers to see through the smoke in future emergencies.
JP Trumble’s daughter, Staci, has started a GoFundMe campaign to raise money toward a new fire
barn for Cambridge. A larger barn would allow all rigs and equipment to be stored in one spot so
that firefighters can suit up and head out more quickly.
These volunteer firefighters are quick to say they aren’t the only ones volunteering when fire breaks
out. Alongside them are a host of others, from farmers disking up firebreaks and hauling water to
townspeople hustling up food, water and support.
Take the day one of the mega fires erupted. A smaller fire had broken out earlier that morning in
Wilsonville, but according to several firefighters, it was stopped before it could grow thanks to help
from farmers. They disked up a firebreak, which allowed firefighters to bring it under control. Had it
not been stopped, it likely would have burned into Cambridge, and by that afternoon, firefighters
would have been battling simultaneous major fires.
Also critical to pushing back fires has been state and federal assistance.
The fires were so bad this year that Gov. Pete Ricketts issued a standing declaration for state
resources to be available from the spring into fall. In years past, individual emergency declarations
were required to activate state resources to fight a fire. In tandem with that, Portis said, the state
contracted for two firefighting planes this year. One was on standby from April to November and the
other from July through October. In a normal year, the state places a single airplane on standby from
July to August.
***
Three-fourths of the lower 48 states and all of Nebraska is in drought or near-drought. Within
Nebraska, the driest areas are the southwest and northeast portions of the state, where extreme to
exceptional drought has taken hold, according the National Drought Mitigation Center housed at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Firefighters already are looking ahead, worried about what will happen if the rains don’t return.
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No matter what happens in the months ahead, climate scientists say drought years like 2012 and
2022 will become more common as Nebraska becomes more arid with climate change.
“Firefighters are seeing it, fires are getting bigger and worse,” said Elder, who also teaches about
climate change at Doane. “Our departments are built for an environment that doesn’t exist
anymore. We need to find a way to change with the environment, and that may mean we need
better equipment, we need more personnel, we need to up the size of our departments.”
Nebraska updated its firefighting capabilities after the 2012 fire year, and 2022 has been a reminder
that more work remains.
Various firefighters noted that radio communication was difficult because departments operated on
different frequencies. Thermal imaging cameras, for example, would help more firefighters see
through smoke. And grant writing takes time.
Elder and other firefighters say they would like to see farmers preemptively plow 100-foot firebreaks
around the perimeter of their fields after harvest. This would slow any winter or spring fires that
flare up.
So far, Nebraska has evaded what has befallen some other Great Plains states. The town of Carbon,
Texas, burned in a spring wildfire last year. In December 2021, winds sent flames into the Kansas
town of Paradise.
In the end, said Mowry and others, firefighters will simply have to double down.
“Volunteers are going to have to put in more time as far as wildland training and that kind of thing,”
he said. “It’s going to take more commitment.”
By Nancy Gaarder
 


LJS: Legislature returns with contentious issues looming
 
The 2023 Legislature will convene Wednesday with an array of hot topics waiting in the wings.
Contentious issues ranging from allocation of state school aid to implementation of a constitutional
amendment requiring voter photo identification are on the likely agenda along with new restrictions
on abortion rights and unrestricted recognition of gun rights.
And a whole lot more.
A continuing array of new and accelerated tax cuts, ongoing proposals for correctional reform and a
green light to proceed with construction of a new state prison are also among issues that await
legislative action. 
The 90-day legislative session sets sail in the raw January winter on a journey that is scheduled to
end with adjournment during the second week of June.
The allotment and distribution of state aid to schools will be a contentious issue, with Governor-
elect Jim Pillen signaling his determination to rewrite the state aid formula to distribute more state
funding assistance on a per-student basis.
The state now directs the vast amount of state assistance to school districts that cannot meet their
needs with local property tax support.
That's an urban-rural battle waiting to erupt.
The 2022 U.S. Supreme Court decision striking down Roe v. Wade abortion rights previously
guaranteed by the court in 1973 opens the door to proposals for new state restrictions.
Abortion currently is legal in Nebraska up to the 20th week of pregnancy.
An effort supported by Gov. Pete Ricketts to call a special session of the Legislature last summer to
amend the Nebraska law to reduce abortion access by prohibiting abortions after the 12th week of







pregnancy was ultimately abandoned, but the issue is certain to be a hot topic in the 2023 legislative
session.
Sharp divisions were previously on display in the waning days of the 2022 regular session when a bill
that would have enacted a ban on all abortions if Roe were overturned fell just two votes short of
the 33 required to break a filibuster and proceed to enact the bill.
Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon has signaled his intention to renew his effort to enact a "constitutional
carry" gun rights bill that would allow Nebraskans to carry a concealed handgun without the need to
acquire a state permit or receive gun safety training.
That proposal relies on the U.S. Constitution's 2nd Amendment language guaranteeing "the right of
the people to keep and bear arms."
Implementation of the voter photo ID constitutional amendment may divide the Legislature along
both political party and urban-rural lines amid concerns that requirements could reduce voter
participation by making it more difficult for low-income, racial and ethnic minority, elderly and
disabled people to vote.
With state government pocketing a large surplus of revenue during the current biennium, an array
of substantial new and accelerated tax cuts is certain to be a feature of the 2023 legislative session.
A comprehensive prison reform package blew up in the fading days of the 2022 legislative session,
but is likely to be part of a continuing debate when senators determine whether to give the green
light to proceed with construction of a new state prison to replace the aging penitentiary in Lincoln.
Substantial funding has been parked in the state budget to meet a big share of the cost of the
proposed $270 million prison, but its price tag no doubt has increased during the delay.
Workforce development proposals are likely to be a major topic as Nebraska struggles to fill a
stunning 80,000 unfilled jobs.
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn is expected to be selected to again lead the Revenue Committee as
it continues to fashion tax policy, including more major tax reductions, but the Appropriations
Committee will be led by a new chairperson with Sen. John Stinner of Gering departing after
completing his two-term limit this week.
Sen. Robert Clements of Elmwood appears positioned to be elected as the Appropriations chairman.
It's all likely to start with a bang Wednesday as senators decide whether to choose their leaders,
including committee chairpersons, by open and recorded votes rather than continuing the
nonpartisan Legislature's tradition of secret balloting through slips of paper that are collected from
senators and tallied without recording individual votes.
That decision could impact the tone of the entire 90-day session by potentially turning its nature
more partisan as senators may feel the pressure of electing leadership that is affiliated with their
own party.
With registered Republicans holding 32 of the 49 seats, that change conceivably could deny
Democrats most, and potentially all, leadership positions.
But, at the same time, that figure of 32 Republicans is one short of the 33 votes required to end a
filibuster, potentially arming Democrats with the power to trap legislative proposals.
Eyes are likely to center Wednesday on the choice of who will lead the Legislature's Education
Committee when senators begin the task of choosing 14 standing committee leaders.
With public education increasingly under political attack based both on cost and curriculum and
proposals to rewrite the state school aid formula now in play as a priority for Pillen, the choice of
Education Committee chairperson will be in the spotlight.
Sen. Lynne Walz of Fremont, a former teacher, is seeking reelection as chairwoman and is being







challenged by Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil, who has declared that "there is no more important
place for change than our education system."
Two years ago, Walz, a Democrat, defeated former Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte, a Republican,
on a 25-23 secret ballot vote.
Following Wednesday's opening session, the Legislature will conduct inaugural ceremonies
Thursday, highlighted by the inauguration of Pillen to succeed Gov. Pete Ricketts, who will be
completing eight years in the office as he reaches the end of the state's two-term limit.
And next Sunday, Sen. Ben Sasse will officially leave the Senate after submitting his resignation to
become president of the University of Florida.
Pillen appears ready to appoint Ricketts to the Senate seat.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Lincoln man sues Nebraska officials, all of the state's county election commissioners
alleging fraud
 
Attorneys for all 93 county election commissioners in Nebraska and high-ranking state officials have
asked a district judge to toss a Lincoln man's lawsuit against them as frivolous.
Rick Hill's suit — against Gov. Pete Ricketts, Secretary of State Bob Evnen, Attorney General Doug
Peterson, Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers and Election Systems & Software — includes nine
pages of vague allegations of election fraud and QAnon conspiracy theories.
At a hearing Dec. 19, Hill asked Lancaster County District Judge Andrew Jacobsen to allow him to
amend his complaint.
"Honestly, it was done on a rant," he said.
If given the chance, Hill said, he would file a pared-down version alleging about 11 claims rather than
the 40 in his current complaint.
As it stands, Hill's complaint says that he is suing the group "for allowing unconstitutional elections."
"This is an impeachment of the entire executive and legislative branch for allowing out-and-out
violations year after year after year," he wrote, with nothing to substantiate his claims.
The same day of the court hearing, Evnen, Nebraska’s chief election officer, said an expanded,
statewide audit of the 2022 general election that included a hand count of more than 48,000 ballots
cast found just 11 discrepancies, for a 0.023% error rate.
Hill's lawsuit, which seeks $10 billion, alleges that every U.S. president since Ronald Reagan has been
"heavily saturated in pedophilia with the exception of Trump," that COVID-19 was a scam to remove
Trump from office and that President Joe Biden wasn't elected but "installed," along with 90% of
Lincoln's city council.
"The elected officials of this state think we have fair and honest elections. They are gaslighting us,"
he said. "That tells me they are in on the corruption."
In September, Hill asked the judge to enter an order protecting election records without the other
side being notified. Soon after he was denied, Hill filed an amended complaint including every
county election commissioner in the state.
At the Dec. 19 hearing, a troop of lawyers representing them, the state officials and Election Systems
& Software argued for the case to be dismissed.
Attorney John Matson, who represents ESS, said Hill's claims boil down to complaints about how
government operates and how elections take place, which aren't within the purview of the court.
Courts across the country, both state and federal, regularly are asked by citizens to throw out results







of democratically completed elections, and "regularly and consistently dismiss these claims," he
argued.
Matson said ESS is seeking sanctions, since this is the second lawsuit Hill has filed based on
essentially the same allegations.
"While that may seem innocuous," the attorney said, "it really does create a real prejudice on the
defendants that are sued. In our case, Mr. Hill has drug 96 defendants into court."
Attorney Patrick Guinan, who represents a bulk of the election commissioners, said most of Hill's
allegations involve the 2020 election and Hill failed to file notice of a tort claim in the counties first,
as required to get in the court's front doors.
"As Mr. Hill said, this is just him venting and filing a lawsuit," Guinan said. "Well, him venting and
filing a lawsuit has caused how many hundreds of hours of attorney time, clerk time, our elected
officials' time to respond to a rant?"
Assistant Attorney General Jennifer Huxoll, who represents the state elected officials, said they
understand Hill feels strongly about this.
But Hill "already had an opportunity to clarify his disjointed, rambling and often incoherent
arguments made against the state defendants. He chose to file an amended complaint that
contained no more specific facts," she and Assistant Attorney General Justin Hall wrote in their brief.
Jacobsen gave Hill time to respond to the briefs seeking to dismiss the case and took the matter
under advisement.
By Lori Pilger
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska’s top five political stories in a tumultuous 2022
 
LINCOLN — Having a congressman convicted of federal crimes is enough to make any political year
in Nebraska wild. 
But the state met that mark in March, and the year was just getting started. 
Here is the Nebraska Examiner’s take on the state’s top five political stories of 2022:
Fortenberry convicted
A federal jury in California found nine-term U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb., guilty after a trial in
mid-March.
Prosecutors said the Lincoln congressman misled or lied to federal agents about illegal foreign funds
raised for his congressional campaign. He has appealed the conviction on three felony charges. 
Fortenberry resigned from office at the end of March, although it came too late to remove his name
from the primary election ballot. 
Republican State Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk, who stepped in to challenge Fortenberry after charges
were filed, won the GOP primary in May.  
Special election confusion
The timing of Fortenberry’s exit forced Nebraska to hold a separate special election June 28 to fill
the 1st Congressional District seat for the remainder of Fortenberry’s current term in 2022.
It was the state’s first special election to fill a U.S. House seat since 1951. Early estimates for the
state and local costs of the extra election: $500,000.
The election was a confusing one for some suburban voters in Papillion and La Vista. The Nebraska
Legislature’s redistricting plan had moved more of Sarpy County from the 2nd Congressional District
into the Lincoln-heavy 1st District. 
And the campaign turnaround was short — seven weeks after the May primary.
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Flood defeated Democratic State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln by only 6 percentage points,
compared to the 20-point wins Fortenberry had recorded in previous elections. 
One factor: The special election came just four days after the U.S. Supreme Court reversed Roe v.
Wade in its Dobbs decision, overturning national abortion rights, which amplified the issue in the
race and motivated more Democrats to vote. 
Pansing Brooks is an abortion-rights advocate who helped Democrats filibuster a potential abortion
ban in the Legislature that Flood sponsored.
While the special election was tight, Flood defeated Pansing Brooks in November’s general election
by 16 points.
Costliest governor’s primary 
The end of Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts’ tenure drew nine GOP candidates into a bruising GOP
primary race to replace him.
Ricketts, who is term-limited, endorsed and campaigned aggressively for the eventual winner, Jim
Pillen. A University of Nebraska regent and Columbus-area hog producer.
Former President Donald Trump endorsed multi-state agribusinessman and Trump donor Charles
Herbster, appearing at a rally about a week before the primary in Greenwood. Trump surrogates,
including Kellyanne Conway and Corey Lewandowski, served as campaign consultants for Herbster.
The three strongest GOP candidates raised a record $28 million total for the primary, setting a new
mark for state and local races in Nebraska and funding a torrent of negative ads about Pillen and
Herbster.
The negativity later turned on a third candidate, State Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha, who built
momentum as the top two sniped at each other. 
Ricketts confirmed at the time that he and others had helped fund outside groups targeting Herbster
and Lindstrom. Herbster, who largely self-funded his campaign, regularly attacked Pillen and his
record in ads.
The race was jostled when the Nebraska Examiner published a report in April about eight women
alleging that Herbster had inappropriately touched them, which attracted national attention.
Herbster denied the allegations and filed a defamation lawsuit against the first woman to come
forward by name, State Sen. Julie Slama. He also ran political ads attacking the story.
Slama countersued him for defamation and sexual battery. In October, both agreed to drop their
lawsuits. 
Political observers said Pillen won by campaigning in the state more often than Herbster, whose
former campaign staffers complained about how little time he spent on the campaign trail.
Observers also attributed the win to the blitz of negative ads funded by Ricketts and the outside
groups. Pillen was criticized by some for choosing not to debate during the primary or general
election campaigns. But he won the general election against Democratic State Sen. Carol Blood by 23
percentage points.
Leadership changes disrupt state GOP
Ricketts’ push to help Pillen win the GOP primary angered a mix of Republicans who had grown
unhappy about the role the governor’s well-funded hand plays in Nebraska politics.
Trump-era populists, along with Republicans who said Ricketts and his political team had alienated
them over the years, organized a takeover of the Nebraska Republican Party during the state
convention in Kearney in July. 
Ricketts supporters who ran and largely funded the state party apparatus were ousted.
They were replaced by a group that wants to move the party farther to the right, including a tighter
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embrace of Trump. They say they are more willing to criticize and embrace primary challenges to
GOP officeholders in order to hold them to party orthodoxy. After the general election, they
supported a push by a losing legislative candidate in Lincoln who unsuccessfully sued to try to force a
hand recount of ballots. 
New state GOP Chairman Eric Underwood and his team have seen donations decline, but they say
they are doing a better job of engaging rank-and-file Republicans. 
The first election results under their watch were mixed. Many of the highest-profile GOP winners
worked with Ricketts’ team, including Pillen and Flood. U.S. Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., who faced fire
from Trump and some in the state GOP, won re-election against Democratic State Sen. Tony Vargas
by 3 percentage points.
Late this year, the Nebraska Democratic Party faced some infighting of its own about the lack of
candidates recruited to run statewide, how the party is managed, how the party helps or hinders
candidates and who should lead it.
Former Nebraska Gov. and U.S. Sen. Bob Kerrey criticized his fellow Democrats for recruiting and
supporting too few centrists who he argued can win elections in a conservative state. The fight
continued after state party Chair Jane Kleeb described his public comments as hurtful to the party’s
work. He responded by asking to have his name removed from the state party’s annual fundraising
dinner. The party agreed.
Sasse resigns his Senate seat
Then there is Nebraska’s opening seat in the U.S. Senate, which is being vacated because Sen. Ben
Sasse, R-Neb., has been hired as president of the University of Florida.
Sasse shocked national pundits more than Nebraskans when he decided not to finish his term. Sasse
had told local reporters he didn’t want to retire as a senator.
But Sasse, the former president of Midland University in Fremont, Neb., has said he could not turn
down the opportunity to lead one of the nation’s largest and most prestigious public universities.
Sasse focused much of his Senate tenure on the “future of work” and what that might look like
during the coming disruption expected by artificial intelligence. 
Sasse has frequently been critical of Trump, and some Nebraska Republicans have speculated
whether he decided to leave before being beaten in his next GOP primary. But Sasse, who regularly
voted with his party, outperformed Trump statewide in Nebraska in 2020.
Others are irritated that Sasse will be working for Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, the only GOP candidate
outpolling Trump.
Sasse’s resignation is effective Jan. 8. Gov.-elect Pillen, who takes office Jan. 5, will choose the
replacement. Most political observers expect Pillen to pick his top political patron, Gov. Pete
Ricketts. 
Ricketts acknowledged in December that he is among those who have applied for the job. He lost a
Senate bid in 2006 to U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson, the last Nebraska Democrat to hold the job. 
Whoever Pillen picks will face election in 2024. In a rare quirk, because of when Sasse resigned, both
of Nebraska’s Senate seats will be up for election in the same year. Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., has said
she plans to run for re-election.
That will also be a presidential election year, in a national political environment that could give 2022
a run.
By Aaron Sanderford
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Jim Pillen, who will take over as Nebraska's next governor Thursday, has named an interim director
of the Nebraska Department of Transportation.
Pillen said Monday that longtime department employee Moe Jamshidi will become interim director
Thursday. Jamshidi is deputy director of operations at NDOT.
Jamshidi will take over from John Selmer, who is retiring. His last official day is Wednesday.
Selmer has been department director since March 2021. Before his appointment, he was director of
the strategic performance division of the Iowa Department of Transportation, where he worked for
31 years.
Jamshidi has worked for the department for nearly 40 years and previously served as interim
director in 2015.
By Matt Olberding
 


LJS: Don Walton: Secret ballot leadership vote impacts opening legislative day
 
Messages have been directed at state senators from two legislative veterans, both former Speakers
of the Legislature and both Republicans, as lawmakers prepare to decide this week whether to end
secret or closed balloting to select leaders in the 2023 Legislature.
Don't do it, they say.
The proposed change to open balloting that reveals how each senator votes on the leadership
positions challenges the nonpartisan nature of the Legislature by applying some pressure to align
senators with party affiliation.
"Nonpartisanship makes the senators more equal and independent," former Sen. Galen Hadley
advises.
"Political parties get in the way of truly representing the will of the people," former Sen. Greg Adams
says.
The current proposal to end secret ballot selection was initiated by Charles Herbster of Falls City,
who was closely associated with former President Donald Trump during his administration and who
was an unsuccessful candidate for the 2022 Republican gubernatorial nomination.
The decision by state senators will come Wednesday shortly after the Legislature launches its 2023
session and it could have an impact on the rest of the legislative session.
* * *
Where was I? 
Was I not listening, not paying attention?
Jon Meacham's compelling and richly researched new Abraham Lincoln biography, buttressed by an
amazing 155 pages of source notes, is a dramatic awakening for me.
"And There Was Light" is the title of the book and a perfect description of what it has done for me as
a reader.
Somehow, I always thought that Abraham Lincoln's commitment to end slavery was far more
gradual and came later than it did, maybe not even until after he was elected president.
But Lincoln became determined to block and end slavery while also trying to save the union from the
beginning. And he was in clear danger of assassination even before he took the oath of office.
"Mr. Lincoln entered the Capitol as the poor, hunted fugitive slave reaches the North, in disguise,
seeking concealment, evading pursuers," Frederick Douglass wrote in describing the new president's
initial arrival in Washington as president-elect.







Thanks, Jon Meacham, for teaching me more about this man whose name honors our city.
I'm paying attention now.
* * *
It's a new year.
New governor, new U.S. senator, new Husker football coach, trifecta.
A new coach who seems to be focused on recruiting linemen to play in a linemen's league!
We've seen some skilled passing (along with courageous and battered Husker quarterbacks), but we
haven't seen much emphasis on RTDB.
Run the damn ball.
The Huskers were successful when they did both well, often eating up the clock by keeping the ball
on the ground.
"I will never not take a talented offensive or defensive lineman," Matt Rhule says. "That's what wins
games."
"Rhule the Trenches," shouts the lettering on new T-shirts, hoodies and sweatshirts being marketed
online.
Let's be patient now and see what 2023 holds.
A glance at the schedule suggests that this potentially could be a bowl year. 
Remember when the Huskers used to do that bowl thing?
* * *
Finishing up:
* Sen. Ben Sasse will deliver his farewell remarks to the Senate on Tuesday; Sasse will officially leave
office Jan. 8 to become president of the University of Florida, departing with four years remaining in
his second term.
* Hey, members of Congress, 2023 is not an election year and you're elected to represent the
people, not your party, and you're there to solve problems, not keep them unresolved for political
advantage. It's way past time for immigration reform — and that happens to be very important for
Nebraska now.
* A growing debate in Omaha: Development of a new streetcar system or increased bus service?
Warren Buffett weighs in late in support of buses, but has the streetcar already left the station?
* And, by the way, when does that first high-speed train leave Lincoln for Omaha?
By Don Walton
 


Nebraska Examiner: Former legislative speakers, 11 other senators urge lawmakers to
retain secret ballots
 
LINCOLN — Two former speakers of the Nebraska Legislature, along with 11 other former senators,
are turning a thumbs down to a proposal to do away with secret ballots in electing legislative
leaders.
Former Speakers Galen Hadley of Kearney and Greg Adams of York said that doing away with secret
ballots would inject more partisanship into the nonpartisan, one-house Unicameral and, in the end,
would place political party above good policy.
“Political parties get in the way of truly representing the will of the people. All senators, regardless of
party, can represent their constituents equally,” Adams said.
Hadley said nonpartisanship makes the senators “more equal and independent.”
“Instead of party leaders having the only meaningful voices in the body, all senators contribute their







own strengths and experience to policymaking,” Hadley said.
Falls City businessman Charles Herbster, who ran unsuccessfully for the GOP nomination for
governor in May, has launched an effort through his political action committee, Nebraska First
PAC, to push a more conservative agenda.
PAC sought pledges
Among Herbster’s efforts is one to get pledges from senators and candidates to end secret balloting
to elect chairs of legislative committees, which will be among the first orders of business when the
Unicameral convenes its 2023 session on Wednesday.
Some predict a fierce fight over the rules to begin the session — as happened in 2017 — inspiring
fears that hard feelings will persist over the 90-day session. In 2017,  a slate of mostly Republican
senators — including an unprecedented three freshmen legislators — were elected to lead
legislative committees. Such leadership positions, which guide policymaking, are typically reserved
for veteran lawmakers.
Rod Edwards, who represents the Nebraska First PAC, said Saturday that at least 28 senators in the
49-seat Legislature have pledged to end secret ballots.
In Legislature’s hands
“It’s in the hands of the Legislature now,” said Edwards, who maintains that the State Constitution
requires all legislative votes to be public.
Bayard Sen. Steve Erdman, who supports doing away with secret ballots, said people should be able
to discover each vote he makes.
“Why make it secret?” he asked.
But Hadley and Adams say doing away with secret ballots  for the leadership positions threatens the
nonpartisan tradition of the nation’s only one-house legislature.
State senators are elected on a nonpartisan basis and, unlike other state legislatures elected on a
partisan basis, there are no party caucuses and party “whips” to enforce party-line voting. However,
political parties do get involved in Nebraska legislative elections, and a few issues, such as
redistricting, become highly partisan.
The most qualified
Adams, who served as speaker from 2013-15, said private ballots have long been used for selecting
internal leadership positions within school boards, county commissions, private organizations and
political caucuses in Congress.
The Republican Party has held a majority in the Unicameral since the 1990s, yet has maintained
secret ballots for committee chairs because lawmakers have recognized the benefits of having
committee leaders from all political affiliations, according to Adams.
Adams said using confidential ballots allows senators to vote for leaders they believe are “most
qualified to serve” rather than “who is most politically powerful.”
“Otherwise,” he said, “senators might be pressured to vote for a senator simply because they belong
to the same political party.”
Hadley, who served as speaker from 2015-17, urged “newly elected senators to resist outside
pressures to change these rules before they even experience serving in the Legislature.”
Edwards said that the end of secret votes won’t mean that only Republicans will chair committees.
And Erdman said he rejects the idea that making the votes public might hurt some senators feelings.
“If you’re not big boy or girl enough to deal with that, go home,” Erdman said.
Other former state senators who signed onto a press release issued by Hadley and Adams were:
Mike Gloor of Grand Island, Matt Williams of Gothenburg, Mark Kolterman of Seward, John Stinner
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of Gering, Robert Hilkeman of Omaha, Annette Dubas of Fullerton, Kate Sullivan of Cedar Rapids,
Kathy Campbell of Lincoln, John McCollister of Omaha, Paul Schumacher of Columbus and Vickie
McDonald of Boelus.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Lincoln senators share goals, priorities heading into legislative session
 
Medical marijuana, criminal justice reforms and education funding are just a few of the priorities for
several Lincoln state senators in the upcoming legislative session.
The Legislature will open its 90-day session Wednesday, crafting new legislation and debating new
laws through into early June.
Sen. Suzanne Geist, who represents southeastern Lincoln, said she’ll focus on issues affecting law
enforcement and the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services as she moves into her final two
years in the Legislature.
Geist, a member of the Judiciary and Transportation and Telecommunications committees, said she
plans to introduce a bill that would raise the penalty for individuals dealing drugs they know to be
counterfeit that cause death from a Class 3 to a Class 2b, and also plans to sponsor legislation
clarifying Nebraska’s statutes concerning fentanyl.
She will also introduce a bill to once again allow law enforcement to use GPS to locate an individual
or juvenile who has been ordered to wear an ankle monitor by a court without first obtaining a
warrant, which she said would “enhance public safety.”
Last year, a similar bill (LB1010) from Geist stalled on the floor of the Legislature amid questions
about its constitutionality, but an opinion from the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office found it
would not be unconstitutional.
Similarly, Geist said she also plans to sponsor legislation that seeks to enact some of the criminal
justice reforms sought in a sweeping package that aimed to reduce the number of people
incarcerated in Nebraska that was defeated by a filibuster in the waning days of the 2022 session.
Nebraska’s prison system is among the most overcrowded in the country, and has seen faster
growth than any other state in the country, with studies projecting an additional 1,300 inmates
could be added to the current 5,500-inmate population by 2030.
Geist, who was part of a panel that engaged with the nonprofit Crime and Justice Institute that
developed a suite of recommendations, later led opposition to that bill (LB920).
Her opposition centered on concerns about softening sentencing for minor drug crimes, when
judges could order inmates to serve consecutive sentences and capping minimum sentences to
provide inmates more time on parole.
Geist said she planned to reintroduce portions of the failed reform attempt focused on community-
based support for inmates leaving prison, and said she would work with Omaha Sens. Justin Wayne
and Terrell McKinney on other reforms where they can find agreement.
“It’s not a rebirth of LB920, but some of the things I felt were important like additional probation
officers and transitional housing for people coming out of corrections," said Geist, who is challenging
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird in the city's spring election.
Sen. Anna Wishart, who represents southwestern Lincoln, said she'll try once again to legalize
medical marijuana in Nebraska after falling a few votes short in the 2021 session and leading a
petition drive that failed to get the number of signatures needed to be put on the November 2022
ballot.







"We're working and hoping that we have a chance to get something through that helps those who
are most in need to be able to get that plant-based medicine," Wishart said.
A member of the Appropriations Committee, Wishart said she is also planning to introduce a
legislative package providing for public-private partnerships that focus on economic development
opportunities in Lincoln.
Specifically, the bills will focus on affordable housing, public safety, and infrastructure investments,
she said.
Wishart is also planning legislation to expand access to mental health services through certified
community behavior health clinics, and ensure new mothers on low incomes can access health care
benefits.
"It's vital for new mothers to have access to the best health care possible, not only for themselves
and the conditions that occur like heart attack and stroke, but also for the child," she said.
Senator-elect George Dungan, who will assume the District 26 seat representing northeast Lincoln,
taking over for the term-limited Sen. Matt Hansen, said he’ll focus his efforts on protecting schools
and supporting teachers.
One of four new senators representing the Capital City, Dungan said he will also bring legislation that
helps young Nebraskans access resources when they are in state custody or the justice system.
Dungan said he was “very curious to see” the recommendations that emerge from the School
Finance Reform Committee, which was announced by Governor-elect Jim Pillen to study and
potentially reform the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act.
TEEOSA, as it is better known, considers a district's needs against its resources. Districts with needs
beyond the resources that can be generated through property taxes receive additional funding
known as equalization aid.
The formula, which has been in place for three decades, has drawn fire from rural senators because
most districts do not receive equalization aid because their needs fall within their resources — which
has led to several proposals to change the formula in recent years.
Dungan said he was leery of any proposals that would limit funding to schools, pointing to deep tax
cuts in other states that threatened the public school system: “We saw what happened to schools in
Kansas during the (Gov. Sam) Brownback experience.”
Instead, Dungan said Nebraska should do what it can to support teachers by ensuring they have
good pay and support from administrators.
He said he’ll also look at introducing legislation that focuses on providing youth without families or
family supports resources, as well as youth on probation, a “bridge to independence.”
“We want to make sure good kids in bad situations that have earned help from the state have an
opportunity to get the benefits they need to age into adulthood properly,” he said.
In her return to the Legislature, Senator-elect Danielle Conrad of District 46 representing north
Lincoln, said she’ll focus on “kitchen table issues” — echoing her mantra on her campaign to replace
outgoing Sen. Adam Morfeld — as well as the institutional health of the nation’s only unicameral
legislative body.
“Most stakeholders agree workforce is our No. 1 challenge,” she said. “When you start to think
about how you address that challenge, the solutions are infrastructure, education, child care, health
care, job training.
A rosy revenue picture, with tax receipts running higher than projections most of last year, gives
Nebraska the opportunity to make what Conrad called “critical investments” in addressing those
challenges, which would allow Nebraskans to “fully participate at their best and highest abilities in







our economy.”
Conrad, who previously served on the Appropriations Committee and said she intends to seek a spot
on the budget-writing committee once again, said the Legislature should also look at where it can
deliver tax relief to working Nebraskans through expanding an earned income tax credit and a child
tax credit.
Crafting those policies should be the focus of lawmakers instead of “divisive social issues” that could
derail the Legislature from the opportunities ahead of it, she added.
“I think we have a chance to do something really special together and perhaps shock the political
world,” Conrad said. “If we are tempted to spend our time and energy attacking individual civil rights
and civil liberties, I think it will be destructive to the tone and tenor of the session and limit our
ability to find common ground on other issues.”
Conrad said she would also work to ensure the Legislature retains its nonpartisan status.
“It might sound a little inside baseball and removed from Nebraskans, but I think it’s very integral to
maintain the nonpartisan nature of the unicameral,” she said. “One, it’s the law, and two, it works. It
helps mitigate against the partisan dysfunction that has crippled Congress and our sister states.”
Along with securing a second water source for Lincoln, Sen. Eliot Bostar said he also plans to focus
on a package of legislation designed to improve access to child care and early childhood education.
"In a lot of places, you can't find it," Bostar said, "and if you can find it, you can't afford it."
Expanding the availability of both is a "significant workforce issue" that will be key to growing the
state's economy, he said. Bostar has previously served on the Revenue and Banking, Commerce and
Industry committees.
Four of the eight senators who represent Lincoln or Lancaster County will be new this year: Senator-
elect Beau Ballard, who was appointed to fill the District 21 seat vacated by Attorney General-elect
Mike Hilgers; Conrad; Dungan; and Jane Raybould of District 28 representing central Lincoln.
Ballard and Raybould did not respond to requests for an interview.
Sen. Rob Clements of Elmwood won a second term to District 2, which now stretches into eastern
Lincoln, while Sen. Myron Dorn of Adams won a second term representing District 30, which
includes Gage County and a portion of southern Lancaster County.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Healthy state revenues have lawmakers eyeing tax cuts, infrastructure in new
session
 
LINCOLN — Flush state coffers have Nebraska policymakers dreaming big about politically popular
tax cuts and infrastructure projects during the new legislative session.
Fiscal estimates show projected state revenues topping estimated expenses by $1.9 billion for the
two budget years ending June 30, 2025. That’s even after accounting for spending increases and the
required 3% budget cushion.
In addition, Nebraska’s cash reserve fund is expected to reach $2.3 billion, equal to a whopping
35.7% of state tax revenues for the biennium.
“We have an unprecedented amount of money available and that leads to an unprecedented
opportunity,” said State Sen. Tom Briese of Albion.
But figuring out what to do with that opportunity could split lawmakers and potentially put them at
odds with Gov.-elect Jim Pillen.
Battles loom over whether to focus on property tax relief or income tax cuts, revamp school aid to







help property taxpayers, put money into projects like roads and broadband, shore up safety net
programs or keep a healthy reserve to help with future economic woes.
Even a newly elected state senator, Brian Hardin of Gering, said he knows the choices will be
difficult.
“I’ve been warned about having so much money,” he said.
Some level of tax cuts is practically assured, given their political popularity and the amount of money
available. Pillen has made tax cuts his top priority.
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, who chairs the Revenue Committee, said she expects to pursue
equal amounts of property and income tax relief, as lawmakers did in the 2022 session to keep
advocates of each on board with the tax package.
One proposal likely to win support would be speeding up the property and income tax changes
passed during the 2022 session.
Several changes are slated to be phased in over four or five years, including the elimination of taxes
on Social Security benefits, the creation of a new income tax credit for community college property
taxes paid and the reduction of the top rate for individual and corporate income taxes.
Linehan said the phase-ins should be eliminated and taxpayers should get the maximum savings
now. She said lawmakers have already agreed to the policy and fiscal estimates already account for
the loss of revenue, so that should not be controversial.
She also argues for more aggressive income tax cuts. She said Nebraska should cut the top income
tax rate to 4%, down from the 5.84% level targeted by the 2022 changes.
Getting to 4% would make Nebraska’s income taxes competitive with Iowa, which passed a 3.9% flat
income tax this year, Linehan said. The move would effectively eliminate Nebraska’s top individual
income tax bracket and shrink the rate difference between the new top bracket and the one below
it.
But cuts that only target the top income tax brackets would bring out opposition. Sen. Machaela
Cavanaugh of Omaha fought the 2022 tax cuts because they did not benefit Nebraskans in the
middle and lower tax brackets. She hopes for a different outcome this time.
“I hope this Legislature will see that now it’s time to cut taxes on the actual working poor,” she said.
“We can afford to do it now.”
On the property tax side, Briese said lawmakers could expand existing credit programs or revamp
state aid to schools to drive down property tax bills.
“Those really provide a stark choice,” he said. “Do we want to send money back to taxpayers directly
or do we give to schools and hope it gets to the taxpayer?”
Nebraska has two types of property tax credit programs now. One offsets part of a property owner’s
tax bill. The other provides income tax credits equal to a portion of the school property tax paid and,
more recently, a portion of community college property taxes.
Neither type of program reduces the actual property tax bill, although they help ease the strain on
taxpayers’ wallets. School aid changes could bring down property taxes initially and potentially
moderate their growth in the future.
Briese and Linehan said state aid changes need to be accompanied by a cap on school spending
growth, as a way to ensure that increased aid translates into lower property taxes. But school
officials have fought spending cap proposals repeatedly, arguing that they would be too restrictive.
“That’s where everybody gets off the bus,” Linehan said.
Finding support to revamp the school aid formula has not been any easier. Unless lawmakers
increase the total pool of aid, changes in distribution create winners and losers among school







districts. But even proposals that included more aid have met with skepticism.
Sen. Lynne Walz of Fremont, the current Education Committee chair, said the issue largely came
down to a lack of trust between state and school officials. School officials have a hard time trusting
that the state will continue to support them in an economic downturn, while some state officials
don’t trust that schools won’t overspend if they get more funding.
She suggested creating an education trust fund as a sustainable financial resource that the state can
build on each year.
But Walz doesn’t see a need to completely revamp the current aid system, because she said it
provides funding for every public school system and is equitable for high-need districts.
All public schools get a portion of the income taxes paid by district residents. They also get
reimbursements for special education students. About a quarter of school districts get equalization
aid to fill the gap between educational needs and district resources, which largely means property
taxes.
Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil, who is running against Walz to chair the Education Committee in the
upcoming session, said he doesn’t believe it is possible to lower property taxes without increasing
state funding for schools.
But he believes an increase should come with “major modifications” in the school funding formula.
He called the formula “broken,” mainly because it is too reliant on property taxes, only provides
equalization aid to a minority of school districts and doesn’t properly measure poverty levels.
Murman isn’t entirely convinced that Nebraska should adopt Pillen’s plan to distribute state aid on a
per-pupil basis, although he said that would be better than the state’s current formula.
Neither Linehan nor Briese are sold on another Pillen idea: to change how property valuation is done
in Nebraska. Briese said he is not convinced such a change would produce long-term property tax
relief.
The soon-to-be governor and key lawmakers agree, however, that not all of the state’s built-up
revenue should be used for tax cuts. They also want to see some go for major projects — speeding
up road construction or delivering broadband service to all Nebraskans.
Linehan said the state should put money into completing projects started this year. Among those is
the Perkins County canal, which would allow Nebraska to protect its share of water from the South
Platte River under a century-old compact. Another is a proposal to create a lake between Omaha
and Lincoln.
“Before we start new things, let’s get these done,” she said.
Briese wants to see more money go toward building affordable housing across Nebraska and
addressing other issues that would help Nebraska businesses attract and keep more workers.
“I’m a fiscal conservative, and I believe we need to be cautious and conservative with spending
growth,” he said, “but at the same time we have to deliver services that Nebraskans need and
deserve.”
Cavanaugh argued that those services should include child care benefits, food assistance, mental
health and housing assistance. She said Nebraska families are struggling to get by, with wages falling
behind inflation, and the state should use some of its revenue to ensure programs that support
working families are adequately funded.
“The people’s money should be used for serving people or going back to the people,” she said.
By Martha Stoddard and Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Multiple delays stall progress on Nebraska's $335 million economic recovery effort







 
LINCOLN — Multiple delays have slowed the progress on a high-budget effort to aid underserved
areas of Nebraska, reducing the time lawmakers have to complete an accompanying bill.
The $335 million project, approved during the 2022 legislative session, still has the majority of its
funding — about $250 million — left unallocated. It’s up to lawmakers to pass a bill in the upcoming
session to allocate the remaining money.
However, Olsson, the engineering firm hired to develop a list of recommended projects to include in
the bill, has yet to release its recommendations nearly a month after its initial deadline. The firm
originally was scheduled to share its recommendations in early December, then the release was
pushed to late December, and now it isn’t expected until early January.
State Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha, the leading lawmaker for the project, said he hopes the list will
be finalized by Jan. 9, but it could come later. He said multiple minor problems, primarily a slew of
illnesses, contributed to the delays.
The delays give lawmakers limited time to introduce the bill, as senators have only the first 10 days
of each session to introduce all their bills. For this legislative session, the deadline is Jan. 18, which
means that if the recommendations come when expected, lawmakers will have just over a week to
complete and introduce the accompanying legislation.
Despite this, Wayne said he is not concerned about having a bill ready in time. He said work on the
legislation already has begun, and there are ways to change the bill after it has been introduced.
“I can amend it at any time,” Wayne said.
Wayne said his team already has submitted the general ideas for the bill to the state’s bill-drafting
department, though it has yet to get the first draft back. In the event that Olsson doesn’t release its
recommendations before Jan. 18 — which Wayne said would be the worst-case scenario — Wayne
said he would introduce what he called a “shell bill,” which is legislation that explains the general
ideas of a proposal but leaves certain areas blank to fill in with specifics later.
Regardless of what bill is introduced, Wayne said he expects amendments will be added. He said the
bill will be a “complicated process” of hashing out specific regulations depending on which projects
are recommended.
“I just don’t want to set anybody up to fail,” he said.
If Olsson finalizes the recommendations before Jan. 18, Wayne said, he expects to introduce a more
detailed bill shortly after the list is released. The bill will follow Olsson’s recommendations, he said.
Wayne and other lawmakers were involved in Olsson’s development of the recommendations, but
even if there is disagreement over what projects are recommended, Wayne said he already is
planning to introduce a different bill in a future session to allocate additional funds for remaining
proposals.
For context, Olsson received more than 365 proposals to review, which Wayne previously estimated
would cost more than $3 billion combined. If applicants don’t see their projects included in the
upcoming bill, Wayne urged them to “hold tight,” as he anticipates future funding will become
available.
The bulk of existing funding comes via the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. The money must be
spent by 2026. Some projects that already have received funding include about $60 million for an
industrial park near Eppley Airfield and about $20 million for affordable housing in Omaha.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Dangerous winter storm brings ice, snow to Nebraska, Iowa
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The powerful storm that brought snow, ice and rain to Nebraska on Monday is expected to move out
by Tuesday night, leaving behind heavy snow and icy conditions in some areas of the state
The National Weather Service forecast 10 to 18 inches of snow across northern Nebraska and up to
half an inch of ice in parts of central and eastern Nebraska.
The agency has warned that travel in the most heavily impacted areas could be difficult to
impossible.
For the most part, as of Monday evening, it appeared people had hunkered down, with no significant
reports of crashes or traffic tie-ups.
In terms of power outages, Nebraska Public Power District reported about 2,300 customers without
power in Ogallala on Monday evening, and crews were on-site making repairs.
The Nebraska Department of Transportation reported that roads across the western half of the state
were partially to fully covered.
Omaha was expected to dodge the worst of the storm, given that temperatures were forecast to
remain in the mid- to upper 30s overnight.
On Tuesday, temperatures are expected to drop in the late afternoon, according to the weather
service, generating the potential for slick spots during the evening commute.
Katie Gross, meteorologist with the weather service, said Omaha can expect a cold, but not bitterly
cold, week.
Temperatures the rest of the week are forecast in the 20s to low 30s, she said.
There’s a slight chance for snow on Wednesday, but the rest of the week is forecast to be dry, she
said.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Nebraska's COVID cases, hospitalizations drop
 
Cases of COVID-19 and hospitalizations for the coronavirus dipped last week in Nebraska after case
numbers ticked up the week before.
The state recorded 1,738 cases during the week ending Dec. 28, according to data from the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
That was down significantly from the 3,982 cases reported the preceding week. Last week’s tally was
the first time that cases had been in the 1,700 range since early November.
Cases generally have been trending upward since late October, although weekly counts have been
up and down in recent weeks.
Case counts, however, are widely considered to be underreported, with many people either not
testing or using at-home tests that aren’t reported to health departments. Holiday disruptions in
testing and data reporting also may be impacting case trends.
Nationally, cases also were trending down slightly. Nebraska stood roughly at the top of the lower
third of states in terms of case rates. Cases, however, were trending up in parts of the Northeast,
and several Southern states also have seen increases. The proportion of tests nationwide that are
positive, or the positivity rate, also has ticked up.
A new variant, XBB.1.5, now is becoming dominant in the U.S., according to CDC. But that variant
remains a minor player in the four-state region of Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and Missouri and has not
yet appeared in Nebraska variant surveillance reports.
Nationally, the number of people hospitalized with COVID-19 remained relatively flat last week,







increasing 1% from the week before.
In Nebraska, the daily average of people hospitalized with the virus dropped to 217 last week, down
17.5% from 262 the week before.
The two other respiratory viruses circulating in the state, influenza and RSV, or respiratory syncytial
virus, also were trending downward, though both remain elevated. The Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services’ respiratory illness dashboard indicated that both positive tests for flu
and visits to emergency rooms for flu-like illness were dropping.
Locally, the Douglas County Health Department reported a significant drop in confirmed flu cases
last week. However, the 6,307 cases confirmed for the season so far ranked the second highest in
the past decade with roughly four months remaining.
Statewide, more than 555,000 cases of COVID have been reported since the pandemic began three
years ago. One additional COVID-related death was reported in the state last week, bringing the
pandemic total to 4,685.
By Julie Anderson
 


Nebraska Examiner: Google seeks to stretch farther in northwest Omaha
 
OMAHA — Google wants to expand its Nebraska footprint with an additional 187 acres that abuts its
roughly 270-acre data center site already under construction in northwest Omaha.
In all, the developer representing Google would control about 460 acres of once rolling agricultural
hillside northwest of State Street and Blair High Road.
City documents show that Westwood Solutions LLC, representing the California-based global tech
giant, has asked the city to rezone the additional land to allow for more light industrial use.
Around-the-clock activity
Operations are to be located within multiple buildings totaling more than 2.2 million gross square
feet in floor area, with various equipment yards and parking areas throughout. A security entrance
and Omaha Public Power District switchyard are to be on site.
The data center would operate around the clock. Though the plan submitted to the city says skilled,
technical full-time jobs would be created, it does not detail how many.
A Google spokesman for the Omaha area was unavailable for comment.
Records outlining the growth plan also revealed that Google’s developer has agreed to donate
$100,000 to make up for the destruction of a coveted virgin prairie plot from the development site.
The Nebraska Examiner reported in September that a 5-acre, never-plowed prairie along State Street
had been bulldozed away for the initial phase, despite City of Omaha guidelines to protect natural
features.
Piece of natural history lost
City planners said the prairie ecosystem was not flagged prior to grading. The rezoning request to be
presented to the Planning Board this week states that the developer agreed to mitigate the loss by
the financial donation, which is to maintain 43 acres of reconstructed prairie at Glacier Creek
Preserve north of 144th and State Streets.
Glenn Pollock, who for decades has managed area prairies, is still miffed about the loss of a piece of
the area’s natural history and heritage. He said the city should have a better system of identifying
such features and believes they could be preserved as assets on a real estate development site.
Of the mitigation agreed upon by the city and Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District,
Pollock said: “It’s the best we can get.”
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The latest Google growth would take the data center site northward up to Rainwood Road and
westward to 120th Street, said Eric Englund, assistant city planning director.
City planners recommend the developer install sidewalks along all street frontages — along with a
10-foot-wide concrete trail on the west side of Thomas Creek, which runs north to south across the
eastern part of the property, parallel to Blair High Road.
Construction underway
A visit to the project site this week shows construction in progress at the southeast portion of the
broader nearly 460 acres.
Google has been rather quiet in the past about data center plans in Nebraska, but representatives
offered some basic details about its growth trajectory last April during an event at its expanding
Papillion campus.
It was at that time that officials announced the new Google data center to be developed at State
Street and Blair High Road (Nebraska Highway 133). Then, the project site was still the smaller,
roughly 260 acres and was said to span 1.4 million gross square feet.
Google then also outlined expansion of its Papillion data center campus and said the company’s
investment in Nebraska in 2022 was to reach $750 million.
When adding the Council Bluffs data center to the Papillion and northwest Omaha projects, the
Google representatives said then that the Omaha-Council Bluffs metro area would have the largest
Google operational presence in the country.
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska's volunteer firefighters deserve state's gratitude and support
 
“It felt like the whole state was on fire.”
That’s how Erv Portis, assistant director of the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency, described
Nebraska’s wildfires last year in a story published in today’s World-Herald.
Written by reporter Nancy Gaarder, the front-page article describes the Nebraskans who risked their
lives — and those who lost them — in responding to those fires.
To honor and thank those brave volunteer firefighters, our newspaper is recognizing them as
Midlanders of the Year. Since 1965, it’s been an annual tradition for The World-Herald to highlight
individuals and groups for their contributions to the region.
The wildfires that struck Nebraska in 2022 left no corner of the state untouched. As Gaarder wrote:
“Fueled by deepening drought and fanned by winds of 50 mph to 70 mph, fires threatened towns,
burned homes and left in their wake unbearable heartache.”
More than 200,000 acres burned, according to the Nebraska Forest Service. That makes 2022 the
state’s second-largest fire year on record.
Three volunteer firefighters died: Elwood Chief Darren Krull, who was in an SUV that collided with a
water truck; retired Cambridge Chief JP Trumble who was overtaken by flames after his truck
became stuck; and Purdum Assistant Chief Mike Moody, who collapsed while refilling a water tank.
Several others were critically injured, either in crashes, being hit by a firetruck or by being caught in
the flames. Many more suffered smoke inhalation, with some now expecting lifelong respiratory
problems.
Nebraska’s volunteer firefighters are essential to fighting fires that have become larger and more
intense in recent years. Some 449 of the state’s 478 fire departments are staffed by unpaid
volunteers. Many are farmers, but others are from a diverse range of occupations such as teachers,
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utility workers and salespeople.
What they share is a desire to help protect the lives of their families and neighbors, as well as their
homes, farms and businesses. Without the volunteers’ efforts, it would be impossible to provide fire
protection across such a vast, thinly populated state.
Moody’s wife, Cheryl, said this about her late husband:
“He fought fires not because he liked it. He didn’t do it for the adrenaline rush. He was just one of
those guys who was there to help somebody else.”
Firefighters weren’t the only Nebraskan who gave their time amid last year’s fires. Farmers helped
create firebreaks or hauled water. Others provided food and other help. And of course, volunteer
fire departments have long relied on pancake feeds and similar community efforts to supplement
their property tax revenue.
Going forward, these departments will need more volunteers, more donations and perhaps
additional legislative support to ensure they have the necessary staffing and equipment to protect
Nebraska’s rural communities.
In the end, though, the success of those efforts comes down to the willingness of individual
Nebraskans to put their lives on the line, battling furious blazes that one firefighter described as “like
being next to the sun.”
Today’s article relates how volunteer firefighter Kyle Trumble — just a day after a southwest
Nebraska wildfire in April had killed his father — returned to the fire lines to protect his hometown
of Cambridge, Nebraska.
“When I went back out to fight the fire, I left two young boys and a wife,” Kyle told Gaarder. “Ninety-
nine percent of the time, you come home. But you just never know what will happen.”
Thankfully, Kyle did return home safely. But his selfless dedication to serving his community
exemplifies the commitment of so many volunteer firefighters across the state.
They deserve Nebraskans’ gratitude, appreciation and support.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Remembering Sen. George W. Norris
 
January 5 is “George W. Norris Day” in Nebraska. Established in 1981 to coincide with the start of
the legislative session, the day is meant to remind Nebraskans of the life and legacy of one of our
nation’s greatest statesmen: Sen. George W. Norris of Nebraska.
It would be difficult to overstate the impact Norris has had on the United States and his home state
of Nebraska. The first inductee into the Nebraska Hall of Fame and often considered history’s
“greatest United States senator,” Norris served Nebraska for five terms in the U.S. House of
Representatives from 1903 to 1913, and five terms in the U.S. Senate from 1913 to 1943.
Norris first came to national attention in 1910 when he introduced a resolution in the U.S. House of
Representatives to reform the rules by stripping Speaker Joe Cannon of his appointment power and
removing him from the Rules Committee. These reforms, which mirror the nonpartisan philosophy
at the heart of Nebraska’s unicameral experiment, were meant to decentralize power and disrupt
the partisan monopoly in Congress.
Among his many legislative accomplishments, Norris is known for sponsoring the 20th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, which shortened the “lame duck” gap from 13 months to one month
between the election of a new member of Congress and that member taking office; the 1932 Norris-
La Guardia Act, which strengthened organized labor’s collective bargaining hand; the Rural
Electrification Act, which brought electricity to farms across America; and, as his greatest legislative







accomplishment, the Tennessee Valley Authority which introduced the first use of self-sustaining
water-power in the United States.
Norris was fiercely loyal to the people of Nebraska. He believed elected officials should represent the
interests of their constituents well before that of political parties and even served his final term in
the U.S. Senate as an Independent (having been a Republican his entire career) before he lost his bid
for reelection in 1942.
Norris’ nonpartisan vision culminated in his promotion and Nebraskans’ ultimate adoption of a one-
house legislature in 1934. Approved 2-to-1 by Nebraska voters, the initiative amendment gave
Nebraska not only the sole unicameral state legislature in the U.S., but also the only nonpartisan
one.
Unfortunately, in recent years some have argued against key aspects of Norris’ nonpartisan design
— chiefly the use of secret ballots by lawmakers when electing officers and committee chairs on the
first day of the legislative session. These written ballots, used since the Unicameral’s maiden session
in 1937, play a crucial role in preventing undue influence from political parties or monied interests
and help ensure lawmakers are free to select the most qualified and experienced candidates for
leadership posts.
In today’s political climate dominated by division and partisanship, it is refreshing to appreciate the
many contributions of Norris, especially his extraordinary example of statesmanship and public
service. When Nebraska lawmakers convene again this January for the start of a new legislative
session, we encourage them to reflect on the life and legacy of Norris and to think twice before
abandoning his nonpartisan reforms.
Nathan Leach of Kearney wrote this on behalf of the Norris Institute, a 501©(3) corporation, which
was founded in 2006 in McCook, Nebraska. The institute was started to promote and improve the
social, cultural and economic strengths of rural communities located on the Great Plains.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Agriculture and renewables are friends for the future
 
If there is one constant in agriculture, it’s that farmland functions as an investment in family, in our
culture, our economy, and in our American way of life. Our farmers and ranchers today have an
attractive option that works alongside their agricultural operations to provide income and to aid in
the conservation of land: renewable energy projects.
Maintaining the land itself through uses such as renewable energy ensures conservation of the
farmland for future generations. Renewable energy projects harvest a crop just like other farming
methods. Therefore, it should be clear that landowners have the right to allow renewable energy
projects on their farmland.
Most importantly, these projects allow the land to rest and regenerate, similar to a longer crop
rotation or any other conservation effort. Solar and wind operations function as a conservation
strategy and another source of income to stabilize farming and ranching operations.
Growing up as the son of a dairy farmer, I witnessed firsthand the everyday struggles of farmers.
Many of us that live or have lived a farm or ranch life are familiar with hard work. It is the farming
lifestyle that instilled a work ethic in me, not just on the farm, but later in my public career where I
supported farmers and ranchers across America.
Through my decades working with farmers and ranchers, I learned firsthand that harvesting wind
and solar energy works in tandem with current agricultural methods. These renewable projects are
another tool and another crop to provide farmers and ranchers with reliable income while allowing







the land to rest and regenerate, aiding in conservation and increasing productivity for future uses.
Since the 1980s, the Department of Agriculture working hand-in-hand with our farmers and
ranchers, has developed conservation programs to rest and revitalize the land. Today’s solar and
wind energy projects do just that — rest soil, conserve land and water, and create a better
environment — all while continuing to harvest already existing resources like the wind and the sun.
Farmers and ranchers have always used new technology to improve their operations. From tractors
to seed, very few of the tools in farming mirror their predecessors from 15 years ago, much less the
farms of our parents and grandparents.
While serving as the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, I constantly promoted the use of science and
technology to improve farming and ranching practices. Better cropping practices, better genetics,
and new opportunities for farmers and ranchers were central to my agenda. I championed leveling
the playing field for farmers and ranchers in foreign markets to increase income opportunities.
I have seen firsthand that new technology developed in America increased demand for our products
worldwide. New markets, new practices, new methods have been a part of the natural evolution of
American agriculture for generations.
Conversations about solar and wind farms are becoming more common across rural America, and
what was once an exotic and expensive idea is now a cost-effective reality that you see driving down
a county road. Among the great beauties of agriculture is that while the technology around it
advances every day, the men and women who farm and ranch are just as committed to feeding,
clothing, and providing energy to the entire world as my ancestors were.
In the coming months and years, some farmers will plant corn or soybeans on their land while others
will set aside some acreage for solar or wind projects. Both will yield a harvest and continue to let
the land produce for their families, and their investment in farmland will pay off for future
generations.
Mike Johanns is the former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, serving from 2005-2007. He currently serves
as a co-chair and Nebraska state chairman for the Center for Infrastructure and Economic
Development.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Flush coffers and legislative prudence could lead to powerful
state investments
 
The big fiscal news heading into the upcoming legislative session is that Nebraska lawmakers are
projected to have a lot of extra cash — about $1.9 billion — that could be used to enact new policy
initiatives.
This money is a welcome development, particularly as we continue to work to recover from the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and recent high inflation. There are, however, some important
caveats to keep in mind regarding these dollars.
First, the extra cash is likely to be temporary. It may not fully materialize and it is not the result of
state policy decisions. Rather, the projected extra revenue is largely a byproduct of the $24 billion in
federal relief dollars that have flowed into Nebraska’s economy since the onset of the pandemic.
This federal relief accomplished its purpose in that it helped buoy our residents and our state’s tax
receipts as the pandemic raged. But Nebraska’s current $1.9 billion surplus is just a projection. In the
event of a recession, historically high state tax revenues may not continue.
It is critical that policymakers in the next legislative session be judicious in using the projected extra
money — particularly given talk of new tax cuts — as they could leave future lawmakers in a pinch







when the $1.9 billion is gone and future state revenues lag.
It’s also vital to remember policymakers already have a major ongoing cost to account for in the
future, thanks to the tax package they passed last session — the largest in Nebraska’s history. When
fully implemented, the tax cuts will annually reduce revenues by nearly $1 billion, while largely
benefitting the wealthiest Nebraskans. However, given the temporary nature of the extra cash, it
would not be wise or responsible to cut taxes for the wealthiest Nebraskans again, especially while
hard-working residents continue to struggle with inflation and higher living costs.
Rather, policymakers this session can protect the state by ensuring new legislation focuses on
proven initiatives that empower hardworking Nebraskans to care for their families and ensure their
communities thrive.
Nebraskans across the state face significant economic and social challenges that could be addressed
through thoughtful use of state dollars. These include:
Rents for one-bedroom apartments in some parts of the state running as high as 58% of minimum
wage income;
Hundreds of children in mid-sized cities unable to access quality and affordable childcare — a
situation that has been referred to as “childcare deserts;”
Seniors stranded at local shopping centers for hours because of a lack of public transportation; and
A lack of services and information in multiple languages to meet the needs of all Nebraskans.
In visiting with community leaders, service providers, and journalists from across the state, it’s clear
that hard-working Nebraskans have some specific ideas about where state dollars could be helpful.
These include support for affordable housing, quality childcare, mental health care and accessible
transportation, all of which will strengthen our workforce.
The $1.9 billion in projected cash gives policymakers a chance to take steps to address some of these
challenges in powerful ways through targeted, one-time investments. Prudence and good judgment
by policymakers can ensure this happens in a manner that also protects Nebraska’s budget, which is
essential to ensuring expanded opportunities for every Nebraskan in the years to come.
Rebecca Firestone is the executive director of OpenSky Policy Institute.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Child Nutrition Reauthorization needs to happen to support
Nebraska children
 
The value of good nutrition to a strong education cannot be overstated. Without full stomachs,
children are more likely to struggle with health, academic, and behavioral issues. For this reason, the
Nebraska Department of Education is committed to supporting child nutrition program providers as
they provide healthy school meals throughout the year.
Unfortunately, child nutrition programs are currently operating on regulations passed in 2010 —
missing out on the last 12 years of learning and experience that could inform and refresh these
programs going forward. This winter, Congress has a chance to pass critical child nutrition program
updates that would better take care of students and support our schools. The federal omnibus bill
that needs to be passed to fund our federal government by the end of the year must include support
for child nutrition.
During the pandemic, schools became the front line for feeding hungry kids. The free meals provided
by the USDA during this time bridged the gap between household needs and hunger for many
families.
Since the end of federal free school meals this fall, food costs have gone up and inflation has grown.







Food insecurity rates stayed about the same during the pandemic, but food insecurity in families
with children has skyrocketed. The lessons we learned during the last two and a half years must
inform how child nutrition programs are structured for the future.
A strong child nutrition program reauthorization would have the following three provisions, already
proposed in the House of Representatives through the Healthy Meals, Healthy Kids Act:
1. Expanded community eligibility, which allows high-need schools to offer free meals to all students.
More students eat when healthy school meals are free. Free meals for all students at high-need
schools prevents low-income students from feeling stigmatized, and it helps families who are over
the income threshold for free or reduced price meals but still struggle to make ends meet. It’s also
great for schools whose nutrition programs benefit from increased participation as they struggle
with supply chain and inflation themselves. Under current regulations, many schools have to
subsidize their school meal programs with general fund dollars. This expansion would help that
greatly.
2. Authorization of a Summer EBT program through which families with school children would
receive a $75/summer EBT benefit per child to spend on groceries if they received free or reduced-
price school meals.
Summer is a time of hunger for many kids. Without access to regular school meals, some of our most
vulnerable children don’t receive proper nutrition for their growing bodies. The Summer Food
Service Program, which provides free meals for kids ages 1-18 in high poverty areas, can leave many
kids out because of a lack of program sponsors, program limitations, and long driving distances. A
summer EBT program would help kids who have already been identified for free or reduced-price
meals based on their family’s income by providing modest support to reduce food insecurity during
the summer months. This program would be a smaller version of the Pandemic-EBT program that
has supported students with replacement dollars for missed school meals since March 2020.
3. Set parameters for the collection of unpaid school meal fees, including limiting most
communications to the parent or guardian, not the student; prohibiting the disposal of food that has
been served to a child whose household has unpaid school meal fees; and prohibiting overt
identification of students whose households have unpaid school meal fees.
Unpaid meal debt has risen quickly since the national free school meals program expired this fall.
School nutrition directors in Nebraska have expressed concern that the levels of unpaid meal debt
they’re seeing after just a few months are as high as the balances from the end of pre-pandemic
school years. While recouping the costs of unpaid meal debt is critical to the existing structure of our
school meals programs, protecting students from practices that shame them for not having funds, or
having a negative balance, is the right thing to do.
These basic principles, as outlined in the House’s proposed Healthy Meals, Healthy Kids Act, would
support nutrition access and dignity for all students.
We know that Nebraskans value supporting one another. The COVID-19 pandemic has provided
example after example of people stepping up when a neighbor is in need, demonstrating our
commitment to the common good. Congress has one more chance to do right for the 30 million
children in our nation, including over 300,000 kids in Nebraska, who rely on school meals for proper
nutrition. A federal omnibus bill will pass before 2023 — it’s up to our members of Congress to
ensure that our kids are included.
Matt Blomstedt is the Nebraska Commissioner of Education.
 


OWH Column: Let's maintain the uniquely rational nature of Nebraska politics







 
In school, we learned about our unicameral Legislature and how Nebraska’s political system is
unique. As one of only two states to divide their Electoral College votes, Nebraska voters are
afforded a louder voice in presidential elections.
And this arguably affords Nebraska voters the most empowered voice of any state legislature. As
governor, Bob Kerrey worked with senators in the Unicameral. Kerrey also served 12 years in the
U.S. Senate. When asked, he shared that in creating the Unicameral, Nebraskan George Norris “led
the successful effort to terminate both of these institutions with a constitutional amendment that
abolished one of the legislative bodies and ended the practice of identifying a candidate’s political
party on the ballot. Together, these two have given Nebraskans the most efficient and responsive
legislature in the country.”
Norris served in the U.S. Senate from 1913 to 1933. His legacy includes the creation of our
Unicameral. Norris’ “Rubber and Glass Campaign” fought for the one-house legislature because it
made elected officials more accountable to voters, tamped down party influence, held the
governor’s office in check, and thwarted special interest groups.
Today, the vast majority of Americans view our political system as untrustworthy. PEW Research
finds only 7% of conservatives and 32% of centrist Democrats trust government.
After Watergate, Congress responded with efforts to make governance more transparent. Research
found that that elected officials’ motivations and behaviors changed, but not for the better (Zelizer).
Officials took positions based upon polls, media attention and manipulating the appearance of their
actions to appease voters (Heclo). Cross-aisle engagement and compromise went down as partisan
rhetoric demonizing the opposition went up and divides got deeper (Fiorina). Supporting and passing
legislation was bogged down as partisans punished officials for deviations from the party line.
Instead of governing, elected officials focused on reelection in lieu of tackling tough issues and
making hard choices. Statesmen morphed into politicians as political action committees (PACs) and
special interest groups successfully drowned out the voice of voters with big donations by funding
campaigns of compliant candidates, and, as we saw in 2022, let the wealthy exploit anonymous dark
money campaigns to run brutally negative ads against others such as Brett Lindstrom and Tony
Vargas.
Lee Terry told me the only time he could discuss issues across the aisle was when the congressmen
flew on military planes overseas, and thereby would not be seen talking.
Since its inception 85 years ago, the nonpartisan Unicameral has voted secretly for the body’s
leadership. Next week, a motion is expected that will make these votes public. This would be the
culmination of an effort pushed by the Nebraska First PAC. Nebraska First was founded and funded
by Donald Trump endorsed, unsuccessful gubernatorial candidate Charles W. Herbster.
Lead by Rod Edwards, Nebraska First argues, “Electing leadership by a secret and unrecorded ballot
deprives everyday Nebraskans of information they could use when deciding who to elect as their
state senator. Additionally, keeping the leadership votes a secret gives even more power and
influence to lobbyists, special interests, and Capitol insiders. Most citizens are not aware of this
practice and most would not support the secrecy if they knew.”
Sounds reasonable, or does it?
When the nation’s founders met to write the U.S. Constitution, they cloaked the windows and
forbade transcripts of the process so that participants could act and speak freely. Those who
participated in composing the Constitution, a document written and debated in secret, include
George Washington, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin and Roger Sherman. Of the 55 that







participated, 40 had or would serve in a legislative body.
Along with Maine, Nebraska is the most moderate state in the Union. Certainly the officially
nonpartisan Unicameral and the diminished role of political parties factor into the calm and uniquely
rational nature of Nebraska politics.
Today, officials bemoan the “brain drain” as young Nebraskans move for work to other states. Over
the last four years, I have read 1,000 essays that asked students to describe America in 25 years. By
very large numbers, their essays describe a failed political system, inequality and an unhealthy
cynicism of ever achieving the “American Dream.”
Nationally, those under 40 prefer socialism to capitalism. If we’re serious about slowing Nebraska’s
brain drain, elevating vitriolic partisanship is exactly the wrong thing to do.
Today, I doubt most Nebraska could name the Unicameral speaker: Mike Hilgers steps down to
become state’s attorney general in January. And yet, despite the fact Nebraska voters are 49%
Republican, 28% Democrats and 23% other, the system has worked according to Norris’ plan since
1937. Unnecessary transparency will, as we’ve all seen in the U.S. Senate and Congress, strengthen
political party control, increase partisan extremism and gag voters.
Students of our model of self-governance know that the system was designed to be slow and
inefficient: thereby forcing the political debate, negotiation and compromise. By doing so, it gives
voice to those in the minority and stops political extremism.
“Nebraskans should listen to Mr. Herbster and ask themselves this question: Do you like what you
seen in our nation’s Capitol? Do you want our legislature to behave like the Congress?” — Bob
Kerrey.
Protect your vote and contact your state senator
today: nebraskalegislature.gov/senators/senator_find.php.
Rick Galusha, Ph.D., teaches political science at Bellevue University. He’s hosted a blues radio show
for 30 years and was the president of Homer’s Music Stores. Galusha was active in the creation of the
Old Market Business Association and served as the group’s first president.
 


OWH: Clear picture
 
Kudos to the World-Herald for their Q&A with Jim Pillen. It painted a clear picture as to why Pillen
refused to debate — no semblance of any sort of research done on any issue, no concrete details on
anything, and nothing but “gee whiz” and assumptions as to how poorly government is run in this
state. If that is his true opinion, here’s hoping that he does not select Pete Ricketts as the next
senator (assuming Pillen has read enough to at least realize that Ricketts has been governor for the
last eight years). Pillen used “I’m not a politician” as his weak defense against having to debate an
opponent. As he will be taking on the job of governor and has, in fact, entered the political realm,
what will be the excuse next time? People get the government they deserve, and Nebraskans
deserve no pity for continuing to vote against their own self-interests. And we wonder why the best
and brightest leave the state. Gee, whiz.
Michael Zack, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 1/1: Reflection on new year, new resolutions
 
New Year’s Day, for some, involves feasting, football or, perhaps nursing a hangover after ringing out
the old.
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Whatever one does to celebrate (or recover), turning the page on a new year often involves
resolutions — those promises we make to ourselves as we start a new calendar year with a clean
slate.
Maybe it’s as simple as resolving to be patient with new Husker football Coach Matt Rhule and not
call for his firing at halftime of the spring game if the red offense sputters. Or playing nice during our
city elections. Maybe it’s as taxing as running a marathon or just getting in better shape. Or maybe
it’s as life-affirming as doing one good deed a day.
Next week, we’ll be back with our Journal Star Editorial Board 2023 agenda — our key issues we
think our community needs to address — but for this week, as we have done on holidays past, we
offer some wise words on fresh starts and new beginnings.
“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let every new year find you a better
man.” — Benjamin Franklin, American inventor and diplomat
“Your success and happiness lies in you. Resolve to keep happy, and your joy and you shall form an
invincible host against difficulties.” — Helen Keller, American author
“On New Year’s Eve the whole world celebrates the fact that a date changes. Let us celebrate the
dates on which we change the world.” — Akilnathan Logeswaran, German activist
“Youth is when you’re allowed to stay up late on New Year’s Eve. Middle age is when you’re forced
to.” — Bill Vaughan, American columnist
“It is never too late to be what you might have been.” — George Eliot, English novelist
“Tomorrow is the first blank page of a 365-page book. Write a good one.” — Brad Paisley, American
singer-songwriter
“Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson,
American essayist
“Cheers to a new year and another chance for us to get it right.” — Oprah Winfrey, American talk
show host and author
“No matter how hard the past, you can always begin again.” — Buddha, religious teacher
“I don’t know where I’m going from here, but I promise it won’t be boring.” — David Bowie, English
singer-songwriter
“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” — Ghandi
“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.” — Albert Einstein, German-born
theoretical physicist
“It’s never too late to become who you want to be. I hope you live a life that you’re proud of, and if
you find that you’re not, I hope you have the strength to start over.” — F. Scott Fitzgerald, American
author
“You’ll never get bored when you try something new. There’s really no limit to what you can do.” —
Dr. Seuss, American author
“We spend January 1st walking through our lives, room by room, drawing up a list of work to be
done, cracks to be patched. Maybe this year, to balance the list, we ought to walk through the
rooms of our lives ... not looking for flaws, but for potential.” — Ellen Goodman, American journalist
***
Whatever approach you take to a new year and personal improvement, may we all pledge, promise,
resolve or just try really hard to listen better, care more and treat each other like we’d want to be
treated.
 


LJS Local View: Working for people, not party







 
The nonpartisan structure of our Legislature has been the pride of Nebraskans since 1937. As former
speakers and senators of the Legislature, we saw firsthand how the rules and traditions of the
Legislature preserve this nonpartisanship, which produces more thoughtful policy that serves the
state as a whole.
Our unique nonpartisan, one-house structure improved on several aspects of a partisan bicameral
system. Instead of party leaders having the only meaningful voices in the body, all senators here are
equal and independent and can contribute their own strengths and experience to policymaking. All
senators, regardless of party, can represent their constituents equally.
Every bill introduced receives a public hearing –- not just those introduced by senators of the same
political party as the committee chair. Every senator has the chance to make the case for his or her
bills, and, more importantly, the public is afforded the opportunity to voice their opinions on every
single one. This is how Nebraskans serve as the Legislature’s “second house.”
Another way this nonpartisanship shines is when senators elect their internal leadership positions
for speaker and committee chairs using a private ballot. This allows senators the autonomy to vote
for leaders they believe are most qualified to serve in those roles rather than who is most politically
powerful.
Otherwise, senators might be pressured to vote for a senator simply because they belong to the
same political party. With only 49 members in the body, this preserves relationships so senators can
work together and have a productive session.
Private ballots have long been used for selecting internal leadership positions within school boards,
county commissioners, private organizations and political caucuses in Congress. Republican-majority
Legislatures have maintained this process for decades because state senators from all political
affiliations have recognized its benefits to the Legislature and to the state.
Returning senators demonstrate their statesmanship and commitment to Nebraska when they
safeguard the rules that safeguard this unique institution. And newly elected senators should resist
outside pressures to change these rules before they even experience serving in the Legislature.
It’s unwise to change the longstanding and well considered rules of a branch of government before
they can see for themselves why the rules exist.
Sen. Galen Hadley and Greg Adams are former speakers. This piece was also signed by 11 other
former state senators. They are Matt Williams, Mark Kolterman, John Stinner, Robert Hilkeman,
Annette Dubas, Kate Sullivan, Kathy Campbell, John McCollister, Paul Schumacher and Vickie
McDonald.
 


LJS Letter from the editor: Thank you to all who write -- and read
 
In a way, it’s nice that readers are enjoying their holidays so much they aren’t writing letters to the
editor for a few days. On the other hand, this part of the page looks a lot better with letters than a
column and my headshot.
But the light letter load gives me a chance to say thanks to everyone who wrote — and everyone
who read — letters to the editor in 2022. We published roughly 850 letters, each in print and online.
That’s about four dozen more than we ran in 2021.
As the person who calls letter writers, edits letters and does his best to keep everyone playing nice
on the Opinion page, I can tell you that’s a lot of letters.
The spring primary and the mid-term general election drove a fair chunk of traffic to our in-box —







writers endorsing candidates and issues. But readers also had a lot to say about the performance of
President Biden, the lasting impact of the Trump presidency, a number of legislative bills, the
Fairness Ordinance and a handful of city development issues.
We allow readers one letter every 45 days to ensure we get a range of topics and perspectives on
the page, and we have our writers, as in years past, who, like clockwork, contribute every every six
weeks and three days.
We allow writers up to 300 words (the online form cuts off at 250 in case we need to add words in
the editing process), and we have folks who count carefully to use every one of them. The shortest
letter of 2022 was a mere 16 words. We get the vast majority of letters via online form or email
to oped@journalstar.com.
One question I frequently field — usually from folks who haven’t written a letter for publication — is
why one side of an argument has more letters than the other. The answer is obvious, though some
prefer their own conspiracy theories: We can’t publish letters that don’t get written.
We try really hard to get almost every letter in. If we get many making the same point on the same
topic, we may pick a representative few to run. Almost every letter we receive undergoes some
minor editing. And some get a little more attention when we need to check a fact or address matters
of tone and civility.
While our goal is to give writers as much rein as possible, we do aim for a constructive and useful
conversation.
With a 90-day legislative session, a city primary in April and a city election in May, we already have
some predictable letter-generating topics for 2023. And a new governor and Husker football coach
will only add to the fun.
As editor, I’m grateful for the readers who write, for writers who read and for the conversations I get
to have in the process.
Dave Bundy is editor or the Lincoln Journal Star. Reach him at dbundy@journalstar.com.
 


AP: Biden's new year pitch focuses on bipartisanship
 
CHRISTIANSTED, U.S. Virgin Islands — President Joe Biden and top administration officials will open a
new year of divided government by fanning out across the country to talk about how the economy is
benefiting from his work with Democrats and Republicans.
As part of the pitch, Biden and Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell will make a rare joint
appearance in McConnell's home state of Kentucky on Wednesday to highlight nearly $1 trillion in
infrastructure spending that lawmakers approved on a bipartisan basis in 2021.
The Democratic president will also be joined by a bipartisan group of elected officials when he visits
the Kentucky side of the Cincinnati area, including Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, Democratic Gov.
Andy Beshear of Kentucky and Republican Gov. Mike DeWine of Ohio, the White House said.
Biden's bipartisanship blitz was announced two days before Republicans retake control of the House
from Democrats on Tuesday following GOP gains in the November elections. The shift ends unified
political control of Congress by Democrats and complicates Biden's future legislative agenda.
Democrats will remain in charge in the Senate.
Before he departed Washington for vacation at the end of last year, Biden appealed for less
partisanship, saying he hoped everyone will see each other “not as Democrats or Republicans, not as
members of ‘Team Red’ or ‘Team Blue,’ but as who we really are, fellow Americans.”
The president's trip appeared tied to a recent announcement by Kentucky and Ohio that they will
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receive more than $1.63 billion in federal grants to help build a new Ohio River bridge near
Cincinnati and improve the existing overloaded span there, a heavily used freight route linking the
Midwest and the South.
Congestion at the Brent Spence Bridge on Interstates 75 and 71 has for years been a frustrating
bottleneck on a key shipping corridor and a symbol of the nation’s growing infrastructure needs.
Officials say the bridge was built in the 1960s to carry around 80,000 vehicles a day but has seen
double that traffic load on its narrow lanes, leading the Federal Highway Administration to declare it
functionally obsolete.
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OWH Editorial: Offutt forensic lab's work brings comfort to military families
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Get Dutch advice on flood control
2.       Best choice for Bellevue?
3.       Lies and Afghanistan disaster
4.       Dems’ failed moves against Trump
5.       Christians and Trump
6.       Australia crisis offers a warning
7.       Iowa caucuses
8.       Nebraska’s tax relief complications


LJS Editorial, 1/5: Editorial board sets 2020 agenda
LJS Letters


1.       Restraint bill too dangerous
2.       Voters have say on property tax
3.       Senators must do their job
4.       Left not willing to give up


NP Telegraph Editorial: Note to Unicam: Make best use of 2020 session
 
National/Federal
OWH: Nebraska's congressional delegation backs action on Iran, says killing was 'defensive move'
 


OWH: Gov. Pete Ricketts again makes property tax relief his top goal for Nebraska legislative
session
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts once again named property tax relief as his top priority heading into the
new legislative session.
But tax cuts for military veterans, funding for flood recovery and money to continue addressing the
state’s overcrowded prison system also rank high on his to-do list for the year.
Ricketts sat down with The World-Herald ahead of the Legislature’s Wednesday kickoff. He sounded
some familiar themes during the conversation, including the need to control spending, oppose new taxes
and encourage economic development.
Here are the highlights of the interview. His comments have been edited for length and clarity.
Legislative priorities
We’ve seen an uptick in revenues from the financial forecasting board, and those revenues need to be
put into tax relief. So that will be one of our top priorities. Property tax relief is going to be the No. 1
issue that we’re talking about.
I’ve continued to have conversations with Sen. (Lou Ann) Linehan as chair of the Revenue Committee,
Sen. (Mike) Groene, members individually of the Revenue Committee, to work on a plan that we can get
done in this legislative session. You recall last year we increased the property tax credit relief fund by
20%, and we want to build on that going into this year using those increasing revenues. I’m confident
that we’ll have a plan to be able to get accomplished in this 2020 session. So that’s the first priority.
The second is continuing on that tax relief theme with regard to our military retirees, our veterans.
Legislative Bill 153 is a 50% tax credit on military retirement benefits. That’s an important step for us to
be competitive with the surrounding states, most of whom do not tax military retirement benefits. This
will allow us to help hold on to our veterans so they can help us grow Nebraska.
Part of the budget priorities will be money for the flood recovery. We’re looking at, you know, over $700
million total damage. And so part of our budget program will be the recovery from all that damage.
There will be other issues as well, such as the scholarship program, which I proposed last year, continuing
work on corrections and so forth. Finally, the (business tax) incentive program is also up for renewal this
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year.
Property tax relief
Recall that we already increased the property tax credit relief fund by 20%, so that was meaningful last
year. In fact, that fund has nearly doubled since I’ve been governor. It started off at $140 million and now
it’s $275 million. The way we were able to accomplish that is by controlling our spending and allowing
those additional revenues to go into tax relief. And that’s how we’ll continue to do this going forward. I’ll
lay out all the numbers for everybody on Jan. 15, when we roll out the entire budget.
One of the things that we have to do is make sure we live within our budget. We’re not going to raise
taxes to be able to do this. We have to live within our existing means. This is where the uptick in the
forecast will help us be able to provide additional relief over what we’ve already done.
I also remind people that we didn’t get into this situation overnight, this has been in the making for the
past dozen years or so. So when we think about how do we provide that tax relief, we have to think
about long-term plans to be able to do that.
The only way we’ve been able to do that at the state level is by controlling our expenses, and that needs
to happen at the local level as well. We’ve got 2,336 local taxing entities in the state of Nebraska. That
means literally thousands of people are involved in your property taxes. It’s important that citizens go to
those board meetings and really ask tough questions about the budget and make sure that those local
taxing entities are controlling their spending so that when we provide additional tax relief from the state
that is actually making it into people’s pocketbooks.
Prisons
Well, let’s take a step back. One of the things that (Department of Corrections) Director (Scott) Frakes
has laid out is his long-term plan for capital improvements. So we’ve gone to the Legislature and asked
for numerous capital improvements, over $170 million worth, and the Legislature has granted us those
dollars, which will expand our capacity.
We obviously have to work on talent retention, to be able to deliver the programming so that people are
parole eligible by their parole eligible date. And that’s part of what this FOP (prison workers union)
contract is about.
We’re in a state where we’re growing, and so it’s a tight labor market. We’ve got to be competitive. This
will help us attract and retain that talent, which will then allow us to be able to deliver the programming,
which will then allow us to be able to make sure people are parole eligible by their parole eligible date.
We’re looking at other ideas that I’m not prepared to talk to you about at this point. We’ve got
continuing ideas on how to address the issues with regard to keeping the people of Nebraska safe.
Labor shortages
What we’re doing is creating that talent pipeline with regard to workforce development. So it started
with our program, the Developing Youth Talent Initiative, back in 2015 to get private-sector companies to
work with school districts, starting in seventh and eighth grade, to expose kids to careers we’ve got
available in manufacturing and IT and that sort of thing.
And we’ve got the career academy to be able to help those kids continue to pursue those interests to
earn college credit. We also have registered apprenticeship programs; in fact, we’ve increased those
programs by 44% since 2016.
What I proposed last year was our Nebraska talent scholarship program, to be able to help make that
postsecondary education more affordable in those high-demand career fields. While that did not get
funded last year, I want to continue to work with the Legislature on a scholarship program for our
community colleges, our state colleges, our university system.
We’ve got to focus on getting that complete talent pipeline so that we’re making the best use of all the
talent that we’ve got available in the state.
Medicaid expansion







We’ve laid out a plan to implement Medicaid expansion that is going to make sure we have a great
quality system for the people who qualify. We are doing some innovative things with regard to how
we’re delivering that care. So for example, we’re going to have a basic plan for everybody and then allow
people to earn additional benefits by focusing on wellness or taking care of a loved one or getting a job
or something like that.
This is a big, complicated program that we’ve got to implement. We’re talking about adding maybe
90,000 people to the Medicaid rolls here in the state, and we don’t have an enrollment system to be able
to do that. So we’ve got to develop that.
We’ve got to make sure we’ve got providers to be able to take those people. We’ve got to make sure our
managed care organizations, their systems are up to date. We’ve laid out that project plan to be able to
deliver that by the fall of this year. And, obviously, if we can do that sooner, we will do that.
What we’re trying to do is make sure we avoid mistakes that other states have made. So this is why we
have to put together a thought-out program, a high-quality program, (so) that people will be on it who
deserve to be on it, but not people who don’t deserve to be on it. I believe Nebraskans are very
generous, they want to help out people, but they also want to make sure we’re reserving those
resources for people who truly need the help.
Death penalty
We currently don’t have any of the cases that are at that stage where we would be able to carry out an
execution, from the legal process standpoint. When we have somebody that meets that criteria, then we
will work to be able to carry out that execution. So we will continue to have the death penalty here in
Nebraska, we will continue to carry out those executions.
Redistricting
I don’t think the Legislature needs to make any changes to the current system. It’s the Legislature’s
constitutional responsibility to redistrict after the census, and that’s what they should do. To be specific,
they shouldn’t delegate that authority to anybody else. They should take the responsibility as state
senators who are elected by the people to fulfill their constitutional duties, this being one of their
constitutional duties. They shouldn’t try to dodge that responsibility.
Future plans
My plans are to continue to be the best governor I can be for the next three years. I am not running for
Senate.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Ricketts targets prison salaries, flood repair
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts is approaching the 2020 legislative session with familiar priorities in mind.
But this year he'll also ask for targeted increases in the current state budget to hike prison staff salaries
and help finance repair of some of the record flood damage that scarred the state during the past year.
Property tax relief and sharp limitation of state spending growth head the governor's legislative to-do list,
and that has been an ongoing refrain moving into the sixth year of the Ricketts governorship.
In coming days, he will push for approval of a 50% reduction in state income taxation of military
retirement benefits, the governor said. That's an issue the Legislature may deal with shortly after it
convenes its 60-day session.
Although Ricketts has been working closely with Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, chairwoman of the
Legislature's Revenue Committee, to determine whether he and the committee can reach consensus on
a new property tax reduction plan, no agreement has yet been forged with days to go before the 2020
legislative session sets sail Wednesday.
The Revenue Committee is scheduled to meet in executive session on both Monday and Tuesday







mornings and the governor said he has a future meeting already on his calendar.
Ricketts said he is determined to make "continued progress on property tax reduction," and an
unanticipated increase in state revenue — pegged at about $266 million for the current fiscal biennium
— provides "an opportunity to do much more."
This year's legislative property tax relief efforts will play out with a statewide initiative petition drive
applying a drum beat of pressure in the background. That proposed constitutional amendment would
provide a 35% state income tax credit for local property taxes paid, potentially opening a $1.5 billion hole
in the state budget.
Ricketts has opted during recent years to deliver property tax assistance by funneling more money into
the state's property tax credit relief fund.
"We've made progress," he suggested during a half-hour interview in the Governor's Office, but now the
current increase in state revenue beyond the amount forecast provides "an opportunity to do more."
Ricketts said he will continue to tackle the challenge of workforce development in Nebraska.
That fits into the governor's definition of "an emergent issue" that needs to be addressed, he said, while
pointing to a number of initiatives — including scholarships and internships — that he already has
embraced.
"I realize we can do more," he said.
Ricketts said he remains focused on recovery from last year's record flooding that caused more than a
billion dollars of damage in Nebraska while he also is proactively engaged with other Missouri River Basin
governors in efforts to prevent or limit the damage caused by future disasters.
"We need to work on better management of the water in the Missouri Basin," he said. "That's a long-
term process," he said, and it could even include some construction alternatives.
"We may need to make levees higher," he said.
Ricketts has been working with the governors of Iowa, Kansas and Missouri to map a proposed path
forward, and they in turn have reached out to the governors of North Dakota and South Dakota.
In future dealing with the federal government, including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, it will be
helpful to "have good relations with the White House," Ricketts said.
"This is probably the most states-rights White House since Ronald Reagan," the governor said. "They
recently brought governors to the White House to talk about deregulation.
"This administration does push power out from D.C."
Once again, the governor described the efforts of Nebraskans to help, and sometimes save, neighbors
and strangers caught in the rising floodwaters as "Nebraska's finest hour."
Ricketts appeared reluctant to discuss his possible involvement in 2020 legislative races. 
In the past, he has been actively engaged in a number of contests, including promoting Republican
challengers to a number of Republican incumbent members of the nonpartisan Legislature who opposed
him, particularly on high-profile gubernatorial vetoes.
"I always look for good candidates," Ricketts said. "It will be case by case."
Sen. Julie Slama of Peru, the only incumbent candidate the governor specifically named, is already clearly
receiving his active support. Ricketts appointed Slama to the District 1 seat in the Legislature one year
ago.
By Don Walton
 


AP: Ricketts picks taxes, flood recovery as top issues in 2020
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts will attempt to lower taxes for homeowners, farmers and
military retirees this year while setting aside money to help the state recover from the historic 2019
floods.







The governor pledged in an Associated Press interview to present lawmakers with a property tax package
during the legislative session that begins Wednesday. He said he also will continue pushing for one of his
earlier priorities, a tax exemption for military retirees equal to half of their benefit income.
“What you’ll see in the budget that I lay out is us continuing to make significant progress on property tax
relief,” Ricketts said. “We made progress in 2019, and we want to continue to build upon that.”
Ricketts and lawmakers will have more revenue at their disposal this year, thanks to higher-than-
expected tax collections over the past several months.
“We have the opportunity to be able to deliver significant tax relief,” Ricketts said.
However, members of the tax-focused Revenue Committee still haven’t completed a property tax
proposal for the upcoming session. Ricketts said he remains opposed to any measure that lowers
property taxes by increasing other taxes, an approach the committee considered last year.
Revenue Committee members are now considering a bill that would reduce the amount of property that
school districts can tax.
If it passes, school districts would only be allowed to tax 55% of the total value of agricultural land, down
from the current 75%. They could tax 85% of the value of residential and commercial property, down
from the current 100%. Nebraska would compensate the schools with increased state funding, but the
bill would also impose spending limits on each district.
“The governor wants spending controls, and I do too,” said Sen. Mike Groene, of North Platte, a Revenue
Committee member and chairman of the Legislature’s Education Committee. “Just throwing money at it
isn’t going to work.”
The push comes as activists and some state senators gather signatures to place a property tax cut
measure on the 2020 ballot. Ricketts has opposed the ballot measure, saying it would create budget
problems and potentially lead to other tax increases. In the interview, he said there’s little he can do to
stop the ballot campaign, and he plans to remain focused on addressing the issue in the Legislature.
“This is not a one-and-done kind of issue,” he said. “Even if we make progress on this issue this year, we
still need to continue to work on this issue in the future.”
Ricketts said his budget proposal to lawmakers will include additional money to help cover the state’s
flood recovery expenses. The federal government is expected to pay most of the cost, but the state must
provide matching dollars for road repairs and to fix local, publicly owned bridges and buildings. Ricketts
said the state will likely spread the costs out over several years.
“We just have to manage that within our budget,” he said.
Another Ricketts priority, the tax bill for veterans, is set for debate in the Legislature on Jan. 13. Sen. Tom
Brewer, of Gordon, introduced the measure last year but it didn’t advance out of committee until just
before the 2019 session ended.
Brewer said he believes the measure has a good shot at passing. He said Nebraska’s tax on military
retirement income discourages former service members from remaining in the state, particularly when
they can move to neighboring Iowa or Missouri and not pay any tax on their benefits. Those who do
move often start new careers or businesses that generate other taxable income, Brewer said.
“This issue is bigger than people realize,” he said. “I’m really hopeful this will work out.”
 


OWH: Nebraska legislators aim to finalize property tax proposal before session starts
 
LINCOLN — A committee of state lawmakers is planning an 11th-hour, full-court press to craft a new
property tax relief bill prior to the start of the 2020 legislative session.
The Legislature’s Revenue Committee, which oversees state tax policy, plans to meet Monday and
Tuesday in hopes of finalizing the details of a proposal in time for the Wednesday start of the 2020
session of the Nebraska Legislature.







In between the two closed-door meetings, the eight senators on the committee plan to have lunch with
Gov. Pete Ricketts in pursuit of his support.
“We need the governor,” said State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, who chairs the Revenue
Committee. “Maybe he won’t love it, but hopefully he’ll agree it’s what we can do.”
Ricketts has said it’s imperative that lawmakers do something to lower property taxes in the 2020
session, given that the State Economic Forecasting Board has projected a healthy surplus in state tax
revenue.
The rosy forecast has state lawmakers eyeing a bill to deliver at least $100 million a year in property tax
reductions. Linehan said the overall goal would be to reduce taxpayers’ property tax bills for K-12
education by 15% to 20% over three years.
The Revenue Committee has been working on a new bill after its proposals during the 2019 session went
down in flames.
Since the end of the 2019 session, the committee has considered several options. It shelved more
ambitious proposals that would have added new sales taxes to things like junk food and haircuts in
deference to a more modest package that doesn’t shift taxes.
In November, Revenue Committee members reached a general consensus on the “framework” of a
property tax relief bill that would use the excess revenue to increase state aid to K-12 schools,
particularly those schools in “bedroom” communities with high tax levies, and gradually reduce, over
three years, property taxes by lowering the valuation of agricultural, residential and commercial
properties for purposes of funding schools.
In the end, Linehan said, farmland would be taxed at 55% of its actual value, down from the current 75%,
and residential and commercial properties would be taxed at 85% of their value, down from the current
100%.
But major sticking points remain.
Linehan, as well as the governor, support stricter limits on school districts’ ability to increase spending in
exchange for more state aid. But the state’s largest school districts, such as Omaha and Millard, oppose
new caps on their authority to spend.
Sen. John McCollister of Omaha is one member of the Revenue Committee who is “reserving judgment”
on the committee’s bill until he sees the details of any new cap and whether school districts in his district
would support it.
“This drama is not over,” McCollister said.
Another Omaha-area senator not on the committee, Wendy DeBoer, who represents the Bennington
area and north-central Douglas County, has drafted an alternative plan that doesn’t have additional
spending caps on school districts. Currently, school districts cannot exceed a property tax levy of $1.05
per $100 of taxable value without voter approval and are restricted from increasing general fund
spending in excess of 2.5% to 4.5% per year, except in certain circumstances.
“We’re a local control state that has locally elected school board members who do a very good job of
setting levy limits that are low when they can be,” DeBoer said.
But Linehan said any bill that increases state funding must have new caps to prevent local school districts
from just spending the money, rather than passing it along as property tax relief.
“They have cost controls now, but there are ways around it,” she said.
The details of any new spending cap will be among the information revealed, and debated, in the two
committee meetings on Monday and Tuesday.
One rural senator, Curt Friesen of Henderson, said it’s hard to tell how he’ll react until he sees those
details. He was among a coalition of senators who blocked passage of a state business tax incentive bill
last spring, arguing that a significant property tax relief bill to help farmers was a bigger priority.
Meanwhile, a grassroots group seeking to place a property tax proposal on the 2020 ballot is still
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collecting signatures. But organizers of the group declined Thursday to say how many signatures they’ve
gathered. They must turn in more than 120,000 signatures by July.
The TRUE Nebraskans group reported raising $11,265 between Nov. 26 and Dec. 25, to raise its total
donations to just over $100,000 for 2019, according to its latest filing with the Nebraska Accountability
and Disclosure Commission. That is far short of the $1 million-plus some observers have said is necessary
to pay circulators and collect enough signatures to qualify for the ballot.
One TRUE Nebraskans official, Paul von Behren, said the group has talked to major donors and is waiting
to see if they’ll donate.
The group’s proposal, the so-called 35% Solution, would give all taxpayers a state income tax credit equal
to 35% of their annual property tax bill. Supporters say that it would force the Legislature to create a
fairer tax system and that lawmakers’ current proposal is far too meager; opponents, including Ricketts,
say it would cause budget chaos and could actually increase property taxes.
By Paul Hammel
 


NP Telegraph: Property tax back at top of 2020 Unicameral priority list as the session starts
Wednesday
 
The 2020 Legislature’s opening gavel Wednesday will launch a three-month sprint that will decide victory
or defeat for rural Nebraskans’ latest quest for property tax relief.
It’ll also feature efforts to recast the basis of farm and ranch land valuations, clarify teachers’ disciplinary
powers and other old and new bills from west central Nebraska’s state senators.
But the 106th Legislature’s “short” 60-day session will debate property taxes with a petition drive lurking
in the background to constitutionally mandate relief through substantial income tax credits.
Without that effort spearheaded by Bayard Sen. Steve Erdman, urban senators “won’t be honest brokers
on property tax relief,” said Gordon Sen. Tom Brewer.
Senators will reconvene at 10 a.m. CT Wednesday with plans to adjourn no later than April 23 so eligible
incumbents can campaign for re-election.
Half the Unicameral’s 49 seats will be filled in the May 12 primary and Nov. 3 general elections, including
those held by Brewer (District 43) and Erdman (District 47).
Both said they plan to run for their second and final consecutive four-year term allowed under the
Nebraska Constitution’s legislative term limits.
The region’s other three senators — Mike Groene of North Platte (District 42), Matt Williams of
Gothenburg (District 36) and Dan Hughes of Venango (District 44) — are in the middle of their second
terms.
As during 2019’s “long” 90-day session, west central Nebraska will enjoy the advantage of having four of
its five lawmakers as chairs of major standing committees.
Groene will begin his fourth year as Education Committee chairman, as will Hughes as leader of the
Natural Resources Committee.
Starting their second years will be Williams (Banking, Commerce and Insurance) and Brewer
(Government, Military and Veterans Affairs).
Erdman, who again will chair the special Building Maintenance Committee, also sits on the budget-
writing Appropriations Committee with Chairman John Stinner of Gering.
All five put property tax relief at the top of their constituents’ concerns, though their optimism varied
about finding a meaningful alternative to the Erdman-led petition drive.
Groene played a prime role in a session-long effort last year to recast Nebraska’s financing of state and
local governments. Legislative Bill 289 reached the floor but stalled there in May after three hours of
debate.







Still technically alive, LB 289 would raise the state sales tax, end a handful of sales-tax exemptions,
reduce taxable values of farm and ranch land and incorporate a Groene plan to boost state school aid in
part by reinstating per-student “foundation aid.”
But that plan ran aground amid skepticism from the state’s largest schools, divisions among rural
senators and Gov. Pete Ricketts’ consistent opposition to raising any tax to lower another.
Groene, who helped craft the plan with Revenue Committee Chairwoman Lou Ann Linehan of Omaha,
said the two have kept working on their plan to win over Ricketts and urban senators.
Their latest approach, which Revenue Committee members will discuss early this week, would instead
tap existing state revenues estimated in November to be $160 million more than expected this fiscal
year.
Foundation aid still would be restored, but taxable values of all types of property would be reduced.
School budget lids also would be tightened to generally hold annual spending growth to inflation plus the
value of new homes and businesses.
The state’s existing $275 million Property Tax Credit program would remain, Groene said. But it also
wouldn’t grow beyond last year’s $51 million boost that raised tax-rate discounts in North Platte from
4.2% to 5%.
“We’re fixing state aid to education, which is the main reason we’ve had (property tax) problems,” he
said. “The Property Tax Credit Fund is just throwing money at it.”
Groene’s regional colleagues agreed, but some warned rural Nebraskans are more likely to back the
petition drive if the Revenue Committee plan doesn’t make a large enough dent in property taxes.
Erdman, the sponsor of the petition, said he’d vote against a tax-relief bill failing that test. “I would rather
fail at trying to do the right thing than vote for a bill that’s not in the best interests of my constituents.”
Erdman’s petition would amend the state constitution to impose state income tax credits equal to 35% of
property taxes paid. It needs roughly 120,000 valid signatures to reach the Nov. 3 general election ballot.
Erdman, whose Panhandle district includes Keith and Arthur counties, introduced his petition proposal
last year as Legislative Resolution 3CA. He doubts it will go anywhere, he said.
Brewer, who represents the Sandhills, said any tax-relief plan needs to provide $100 million or more a
year in relief over at least three years to be passed.
“The problem right now is (that) a lot of people are giving lip service to property tax relief,” he said. “I
don’t think they have their hearts in it.”
Regional senators reiterated that they’re less inclined to favor continuing Nebraska’s 33-year-old
program of state business tax incentives without substantial action on property tax relief.
LB 720, favored by the state’s business community, was introduced in 2019 to replace the Nebraska
Advantage Act that expires after this year.
But it also stalled last spring when several rural senators, angry at the lack of progress on property tax
relief, withheld their votes.
“I think the line in the sand was drawn last year that property taxes had to come first,” said Hughes,
whose district covers southwest Nebraska. “They didn’t believe us last year. I think they believe us now.”
Urban senators also would do well to take Erdman’s petition drive seriously, he added. Otherwise, “if the
people have something (to vote on) when they get in the voting booth, they’ll vote to cut their taxes.”
Williams, who represents Dawson County and part of Buffalo County, said the Legislature needs to both
renew the tax incentives and reduce pressure on property taxes with help from the rosier state revenues.
“I think when people analyze what that (Erdman) petition would do to this state, I’d consider that
irresponsible,” the Gothenburg banker said.
“But we need to find a way forward on property taxes. That probably will not give agriculture the level (of
relief) they want, but it’s important to get something rather than nothing. We’ve left solutions on the
table because agriculture has said no.”







By Todd Von Kampen
 


NP Telegraph: Regional state senators ready new bills; lobby for old ones
 
Unlike its “long” counterpart in odd-numbered years, the Nebraska Legislature’s “short” session features
both old and new business.
After dealing with housekeeping matters, the 60-day session’s first days will feature debate on carryover
2019 bills while lawmakers offer new ones.
A concept North Platte Sen. Mike Groene calls “microTIF” — meant to encourage owners of declining
homes to rehabilitate them — likely will be among bills introduced in the session’s first 10 days.
Groene, who has clashed with state and local leaders over large tax increment financing projects, said his
idea would enable TIF-like techniques for individual aged homes throughout North Platte and other
cities.
Though his bill’s final language isn’t ready, he said, his concept would have the owner of an aged home
sign a document with the city committing to fix it up.
In return, the homeowner would pay property taxes as usual but receive a refund of taxes generated by
increases in the home’s taxable value.
Groene said his concept also could encourage landlords to renovate older homes without having to
charge steep rents to recoup the costs.
“You just get two or three people on a block to do it, and it’s catchy,” he said.
Two noteworthy bills from regional lawmakers will be debated Jan. 13, including Groene’s bill clarifying
teachers’ powers to restrain unruly students to protect others or school property.
Legislative Bill 147 reached the floor last May, but only after Groene, the Education Committee chairman,
moved to pull it out of his own deadlocked committee. Senators voted 25-14 to do so.
Groene said he’ll offer further refinements in an amendment during first-round debate and introduce
new bills requiring teacher training in “acceptable behavioral interventions” and financing that training
with some state lottery profits.
The Nebraska State Education Association — often a Groene foe — backs LB 147, and state and rural
school board associations are friendly to it, he said.
“It’s a whole different bill” than his first attempt at a student discipline bill several years ago, Groene
said. “That’s how the process works.”
The Nebraska Association of School Administrators remains opposed to Groene’s initiative, along with
the American Civil Liberties Union and advocacy groups for children and the disabled.
But the planned three-bill package strives to recognize the needs and varying conditions of special
education students, Groene said.
The Unicameral’s Jan. 13 agenda also will include first-round debate on LB 153, which would exempt half
of military retirement benefit income from state income taxes.
Gordon Sen. Tom Brewer, a retired U.S. Army colonel, introduced the bill in 2019 on behalf of Gov. Pete
Ricketts. He’s urged veterans groups to attend the State Capitol debate “to make the legislators as
nervous as they can,” he said.
Another carryover bill, Bayard Sen. Steve Erdman’s LB 483, would once again base taxable values of farm
and ranch land on its ability to produce income rather than on land sales. A similar plan was enacted in
the 1980s but lost in the Nebraska Supreme Court.
LB 483 was sidetracked last April after three hours of debate, during which Erdman — also the sponsor of
a petition drive to mandate income tax credits for property tax payments — told skeptical senators he
designed the bill to hold agland taxes steady.
He thinks more of his colleagues understand that, he said, though he’s still working to set his plan’s







“capitalization rate” to best meet that goal.
“In reality, what I think they were concerned about is they thought I was trying to move property tax
relief (along) secretly,” Erdman said. “And that’s not the case.”
One ongoing effort facing tough sledding is Groene’s plan to clarify that “water augmentation projects,”
like NCORPE in Lincoln County, can sell their land without losing the right to use water below it.
He said he’ll abandon LB 606, currently stalled in the Natural Resources Committee, and introduce a new
bill using language the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office says would protect projects choosing to sell
their surface land from lawsuits over its water.
But Groene still faces opposition from committee Chairman Sen. Dan Hughes, whose farmland near
Venango falls within one of the four Natural Resources Districts involved in the Nebraska Cooperative
Republican Platte Enhancement Project.
Past Nebraska Supreme Court decisions, Hughes said, have stated that groundwater belongs not to the
landowner but to the state.
Even if LB 606 or a similar bill says otherwise, “if the people in the black robes say that’s not right, we’re
screwed,” Hughes said. “I’m not willing to take that risk.”
By Todd Von Kampen
 


LJS: Nebraska Legislature looks to tackle familiar issues in 2020 session
 
As 49 senators head into a new session, a new year, a new decade, they will bring Nebraska residents
along with them in the policy they set and the public discussions they have along the way.
Many are seeking clarity on the major issues of our state, and how Nebraska fits into the national political
and social scheme.
What will be that clear vision on medical cannabis, prison reform, relief from taxes, the farm economy,
reproductive health, education funding, business growth, rights of Nebraskans to work, live and grow in
this state?
It will begin to unfold in the four months of the 2020 short session, and then beyond to the general
election and the coming years of this new decade.
Will it be mayhem or harmony? In time, we hope, it will all become clear.
Property tax relief
Property tax relief is a perennial topic during sessions of the Legislature, but in 2020 it will be shadowed
by an initiative petition drive that would take decision-making out of the hands of state senators.
While the Legislature's Revenue Committee attempts to forge a proposal that can win legislative
approval this year, signatures are being gathered for a proposed vote in November on a constitutional
amendment that would grant a state income tax credit equal to 35 percent of local property taxes paid.
Voter approval of that proposal would blow a $1.5 billion hole in the state budget and prompt increases
in state taxes and/or reductions in state programs and services.
Revenue Committee Chairwoman Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn and Education Committee Chairman Mike
Groene of North Platte have been working with Gov. Pete Ricketts to determine whether they can reach
consensus on a property tax relief plan.
The committee has been eyeing a proposal that would direct initial relief to farmers and agriculture while
providing additional state assistance to school districts with high property tax levies.
Election season
Only half a dozen state senators will be removed from the Legislature by term limits following the end of
this year, but others will be tested in their 2020 reelection bids.
One state senator, Julie Slama of Peru, will be facing voters for the first time this year. She was appointed
by Gov. Pete Ricketts one year ago to fill the District 1 vacancy created by Sen. Dan Watermeier's







election to a seat on the Nebraska Public Service Commission.
Among the departing term-limited senators will be Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha, who has been a force
in the Legislature during a span of almost five decades, and Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk.
This is the second time Chambers has been term-limited by the state constitution's limit of two
consecutive terms, adopted in 2000.
Also leaving is Sen. Kate Bolz of Lincoln, who will be seeking the Democratic nomination for Republican
Sen. Jeff Fortenberry's 1st Congressional District House seat this year.
Medical marijuana 
2020 could be the year — through legislation or initiative petition — that medical cannabis becomes
legal in the state of Nebraska. 
Initiative petition supporters are gathering signatures for a ballot measure that would establish the right
of patients with serious health conditions to use medical cannabis as recommended by their physicians.
It would also authorize the creation of a regulated system for producers, testing laboratories and
dispensaries to enable safe access to medical cannabis products, according to Nebraskans for Medical
Marijuana.
Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart also has a bill (LB110) to legalize medical cannabis that would be more
restrictive than a proposed constitutional amendment. It got several hours of legislative debate in the
2019 session before moving off the agenda. It could come back, but only if Wishart could show she has
the votes to allow it to advance to another round of debate.
Gov. Pete Ricketts is opposed to the measure, and Attorney General Doug Peterson has issued an
opinion that it is unconstitutional, saying that by the state creating a regulatory scheme to cultivate,
process, distribute and sell a product considered federal contraband on an industrial scale would conflict
with the purpose and intent of the federal Controlled Substances Act.
Youth treatment and reform
As of December, 92 boys and 17 girls were confined at the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center in
Kearney. Beginning in January, some of those with more complicated mental health and behavioral
problems, who need more intensive attention, will go to a section of the Lancaster County Youth Services
Center in Lincoln. A few who are ready to transition out of the youth centers will go to Geneva, which will
house three to six girls for reentry services.
Senators believe the youth centers, by law, are to be rehabilitative, not correctional. And housing kids in
a fenced facility such as Kearney's or a locked center such as Lincoln's is contrary to law.
The Department of Health and Human Services developed a business plan for the YRTCs in October for a
vision, guiding principles and business goals for the system. In the coming session, the legislative Health
and Human Services Committee has said it will ask for clarification of a plan in statute and wants to give
the Inspector General for Child Welfare additional access to records to improve her investigations.
Prison reform 
In December, Gov. Pete Ricketts, state agencies and representatives of the Fraternal Order of Police 88
made progress on one aspect of the state's prison crisis: reaching agreement for a new pay plan with
progression steps and pay increases.
Officials said if it is endorsed by union members, it would encourage people to make Corrections a long-
term career choice and reverse the trend in high prison security staff turnover.
But the Legislature and state administration still have work to do, said Inspector General for Corrections
Doug Koebernick. That work includes resolution of supervisors with the same skills getting different pay,
adequate compensation for positions outside of the security staff, crowded facilities that result in
challenging work environments, rehabilitation needs of inmates and the continued influx of drugs and
other contraband into the prisons.
A number of bills could be introduced to continue to address those problems. And the Appropriations







Committee will need to work an estimated $2.3 million in general funds in the current fiscal year budget
and $5.7 million next year, that Gov. Pete Ricketts is expected to propose in the mid-biennium budget
adjustments for this second year.  
State budget
Gov. Pete Ricketts will present his 2020-21 interim budget when he addresses the Legislature on Jan. 15
at 10 a.m.
Ricketts said with increased economic growth in the state in 2019 and the projected rise in the revenue
projection of an extra $266 million by the state's forecasting board, the state should be poised to deliver
"additional tax relief in 2020."
The state’s two-year budget has been set, he said, and with the exception of a couple urgently needed
priorities, such as flood recovery funding, growth in revenue should go toward property tax cuts. 
Once the Legislature receives Ricketts' budget proposal, the Appropriations Committee will review and
hone it as members look at how tax money from individual income, sales, corporate income and
miscellaneous collections continue to come in.  
Appropriations Chairman John Stinner said in October his committee will work with the governor and
Legislature on a fair and balanced approach to spending. They closely watch the rainy day fund to ensure
it is adequate for the state's needs, he said, and would also provide funding for the effects of flooding.
And he remains concerned about budget revisions that may be needed because of circumstances
surrounding agriculture in the state.
Redistricting
Once the 2020 Census is complete, Nebraska will redraw its political boundaries for the next decade in
2021, with many expecting the lines to shift eastward as they follow the state's population growth.
If lawmakers want to make any changes to how the redistricting process plays out next year, they'll need
to act soon.
Two proposals introduced last year, one from Sen. John McCollister of Omaha that created an
independent redistricting commission, the other from Sen. Sara Howard of Omaha setting new rules for
the senators tapped to redraw lines, failed to advance for a full debate.
McCollister said he'll introduce a new bill this year that keeps the Legislature's nine-member Redistricting
Committee in place but codifies how leadership of that committee is chosen into law and includes some
additional measures of transparency sponsored by other senators last year.
By JoAnne Young
 


LJS: Don Walton: 2020 Legislature, election, Iran and LSU
 
New year; new decade; new legislative session.
And there's some mystery ahead.
The safest prediction for the 2020 Legislature, which convenes on Wednesday, probably is that not much
big is going to happen.
Some incremental reform or progress, perhaps. Lots of defense.
"Holding to traditional attitudes and values and cautious about change or innovation," the online
dictionary says when you look for the meaning of conservative.
So, no doubt, there will be some additional property tax relief — with the question being whether it is
targeted or not.
And whether it qualifies as tax reform.
Probably some welcome and needed movement forward in prison reform, essentially in the form of
higher staff salaries that allow development of deeper and more experienced prison staffing.
A new business development tax incentives plan to keep up with the other states is likely.







There will be a whole array of legislative initiatives and proposals on the table for senators to consider
before they wrap up business in late April, a few weeks before the May 12 primary election.
* * *
This is an election year that could be dominated by those pending ballot issues.
But it's tricky this far out to guess which initiative petition drives will be successful. That process is a
challenge — and an expensive one — and it's still in progress.
Sen. Ben Sasse appears likely to sail to re-election. Count Rep. Adrian Smith as a cinch in western and
central Nebraska.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of Lincoln might face his toughest opposition yet, but will be a strong betting-man's
favorite to win eastern Nebraska's 1st District, which hasn't elected a Democrat in more than a half-
century.
Rep. Don Bacon will face a competitive challenge in metropolitan Omaha's 2nd District.
And the results of that contest could be influenced by voter turnout sparked by the presidential race; a
strong, organized and determined Democratic bid for the 2nd District presidential electoral vote could
have an impact.
A number of competitive legislative races dot the ballot, but this year it appears that Gov. Pete Ricketts
will not be involved in any contest that attempts to replace an incumbent member of the non-partisan
Legislature who is a registered Republican.
In the past, the Republican governor has targeted some incumbents who are Republicans because they
opposed him on key votes, including veto override motions.
So it looks like this is not a particularly spectacular election year in Nebraska — except for the possible
initiative issues and the battle at the top of the ballot pitting President Trump against the Democratic
presidential nominee.
Trump will send voters streaming to the polls to either support or oppose him.
Substantial and immediate property tax relief along with the advent of casino gambling — at horse race
tracks — would energize the turnout if those issues reach the ballot.
* * *
Finishing up:
* Opinion: The president has made this a far more dangerous and uncertain world with his sudden drone
assassination of Iran's top military commander, setting in motion forces that he cannot control or predict
and placing untold numbers of lives in danger. And what has he gained?
* Alarm bells are ringing in the wake of dramatic new evidence that Nebraska is falling short in attracting
and retaining a vibrant young work force. That's the state's future at stake.
* A shout-out on Twitter from Matthew Hansen for the Bob Kerrey Pedestrian Bridge in Omaha.
* What happens if a court finds that the state is attempting to transform the Medicaid expansion
approved by Nebraska voters in 2018 into Medicaid reform?
* I'm taking LSU.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Prison overcrowding prompts lawmaker to propose new work-release facility in
Omaha
 
LINCOLN — Lack of progress in reducing overcrowding in Nebraska’s prisons is spawning a proposal to
plan for a new 300-bed work-release facility in Omaha.
State Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, a leading legislator on corrections issues, said he’ll introduce a bill
when the State Legislature convenes this week to begin planning a community corrections facility, which
could cost upward of $40 million.







As of Friday, state prisons held 2,006 more inmates than their design capacity of 3,535 inmates.
Nebraska’s prisons are currently the second-most overcrowded in the nation at 157% of capacity, trailing
only Alabama, which is under federal order to address its overcrowding problem.
“We’re at a crisis level,” Lathrop said. “We need to be on a path to solve it.”
The senator’s bill would see only planning money at this time, perhaps $50,000 to $100,000. But a
multimillion-dollar prison project could compete moneywise with efforts to pass a multiyear property tax
relief bill.
Still, groups including the Omaha Police union and the union that represents corrections officers have
increased calls recently for more prison construction. They maintain that crowded prisons are not only
less safe, but make it harder to rehabilitate inmates, further threatening public safety when those
inmates are released.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, who has urged lawmakers to devote the state’s excess tax revenue for property tax
reductions this year, said that his administration is looking at “a variety of different ideas” to reduce
prison overcrowding besides new construction and that details would be coming later.
“What we’ve been doing is asking for the additional capital improvements to our current facilities to be
able to expand capacity and add new beds,” Ricketts told The World-Herald on Friday. “We’re always
going to be evaluating what the needs are and expanding (prison) capacity as appropriate.”
Overcrowding has plagued Nebraska’s prisons for years, and the state is now defending itself against a
federal civil rights lawsuit that alleges that overcrowding has created dangerous conditions for prisoners
and prison staff.
In 2015, state lawmakers passed a series of sentencing reforms in hopes of reducing overcrowded
conditions. But projections of a 1,100-inmate decline in state prison populations by now failed to
materialize. Instead, overcrowding has worsened, hitting record highs in 2019.
Dozens of inmates sleep on plastic floor cots in day rooms at the state’s Diagnostic and Evaluation
Center, which is holding about three times as many inmates as its design capacity. Cells there and at
other prisons are being double-bunked to handle the excess inmates.
The Omaha Police Officers Association this fall released an analysis showing that Nebraska had the
fewest prison beds per capita of any of its neighboring states. The state, the union said, had 23.5% fewer
prison inmates per capita than the average of adjacent states, but its overcrowding was 49% higher.
“We clearly have a capacity problem, not an incarceration problem,” said union President Tony Conner.
“We’re too low with the amount of prison beds we have.”
Conner said it would take the addition of 3,100 new prison beds for Nebraska to match the regional
average for prison beds per capita.
To be sure, the Ricketts administration has embarked on prison expansion projects, targeting $151
million for five prison additions over the past five years, all in Lincoln.
A 100-bed dormitory and a 160-bed work-release facility for women have opened in the past two years.
A 100-bed dorm is under construction at the State Penitentiary, and work has started on a 64-bed facility
that will house elderly and mentally ill inmates, as well as a larger kitchen and cafeteria to serve nearby
prisons.
And, earlier this year, lawmakers approved an addition to the Lincoln Correctional Center that will house
384 beds for the state’s worst-behaving inmates.
State Corrections Director Scott Frakes, in a statement, said that with the additions, the prison system
has enough community custody beds at this time.
But Lathrop said that the state needs to do more. The current prison additions, when completed, he said,
would still leave state prisons overcrowded.
The need for planning more prisons, Lathrop said, became apparent this fall when Frakes told a
legislative committee that state prisons were only 150 inmates away from being totally full.
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The senator said that expansion of the community corrections prison in Omaha, which houses inmates
who work during the day, was recommended in a 2014 master plan developed for the state prison
system by a prison consultant, Dewberry Architects Inc., but was never built. Lathrop said that such
work-release facilities help better prepare inmates for a return to society.
The state is facing a deadline of sorts. As of July 1, the governor, by state law, will be forced to declare a
prison overcrowding “emergency” if prison overcrowding doesn’t drop to at least 140% of capacity, a
figure no one expects the state to achieve. The emergency will force the State Board of Parole to
consider releasing more inmates on parole — if they don’t present a danger to society — to reduce the
crowding.
Does the state have the money to build another prison?
Gering Sen. John Stinner, who heads the Legislature’s budget committee, said the state revenue is
exceeding forecasts so far this fiscal year, which began in July. But it remains to be seen how the
governor and other senators will respond to increased prison construction.
“There’s competing interests for the money, there’s no question about that,” Stinner said.
By Paul Hammel
 


GII: AgLines: Platte River Recovery Implementation Program extended
 
The Platte River Recovery Implementation Program Cooperative Agreement has been extend the
program through Dec. 31, 2032. The Platte River Recovery Implementation Program is a joint program
between the federal government and the States of Nebraska, Colorado and Wyoming.
It uses federal and state financial resources, water and scientific monitoring and research to support and
protect four threatened and endangered species that inhabit areas of the Central and Lower Platte rivers
in Nebraska while allowing for continued water and hydropower project operations in the Platte River
basin.
“This program is truly an important partnership that has been successful because of the broad
collaboration between federal and state representatives, water and power users and conservation
groups,” said U.S. Secretary of the Interior David Bernhardt. “All of these stakeholders working together
to help recover imperiled species is critical as new water and power projects are continued and
developed in the Platte River Basin.”
The program provides compliance for four species under the Endangered Species Act for new and
existing water-related projects in the Platte River Basin. Examples of existing water related projects
include the Bureau of Reclamation’s Colorado Big-Thompson Project on the South Platte River in
Colorado and the North Platte Project in Wyoming and Nebraska.
The program began in 2007 and is managed by a governance committee comprised of representatives
from Colorado, Nebraska and Wyoming, water users, environmental groups and the Department of the
Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
“Agriculture is Nebraska’s number one industry,” said Gov. Pete Ricketts.”Extending the Platte River
Recovery Implementation Program gives Nebraska’s ag producers certainty around water and land use in
the coming years. We appreciate the collaboration we enjoy with the other states who are party to this
agreement, and we look forward to working with them in the coming years.”
The estimated total value of federal and state contributions to the program during the first extension is
$156 million. The U.S. Department of the Interior will provide one half of the funding necessary for the
extension, which will be matched by states through contributions of non-federal funding and water from
state-sponsored projects that is provided for the benefit of target threatened and endangered species.
To learn more about the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program, visit
https://platteriverprogram.org.
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Corn growers accepting applications for FLAGship Program
The Nebraska Corn Growers Association is now accepting applications for the fifth class of the Future
Leaders in Agriculture Scholarship Program.
The FLAGship Program is a scholarship program intended for future agricultural leaders in Nebraska. The
association will award up to 5 $2,000 scholarships to high school seniors or college freshman who are
continuing their education in Nebraska. Three of the scholarships are set aside strictly for those students
pursuing a degree directly related to agriculture. Two of the scholarships are open to non-agricultural
degree seeking students.
To be eligible for this scholarship students must be a member of NeCGA or the son/daughter of an
NeCGA member. The application for the FLAGship Program must include one letter of recommendation,
a current resume (not to exceed one page), as well as proof the student is continuing their education in
state. Applicants are also asked to explain how they will advocate for agriculture in their future career as
well as what issues they feel the ag industry is currently facing.
Applications must be postmarked by Feb. 28. Packets can be mailed to 4435 O St., Suite 210, Lincoln, NE
68510, Attn: Director of Grower Services, or emailed to mwrich@necga.org. Recipients will be notified in
March and scholarships will be distributed in December.
For more information about the scholarship and an application, visit necga.org or call (402) 438-6459.
By Robert Pore
 


Sandhills Express: Nebraska State Poet Matt Mason At Broken Bow Public Library January 14
 
BROKEN BOW— The Broken Bow Public Library along with the support of the Nebraska Arts Council and
the Nebraska Cultural Endowment, is proud to host Nebraska State Poet Matt Mason on Tuesday,
January 14 at 6:30 PM.
Matt is based in Omaha and has published eight chapbooks, two full-length works of poetry, as well as
two anthologies. He has written about fatherhood, relationships, religion and the Bible, and themes of
Midwest and Great Plains life.
This award winning poet and slam poetry champion was installed as Nebraska State Poet in early 2019 by
Gov. Pete Ricketts. The State Poet promotes and encourages appreciation of poetry and literary life in
Nebraska while inspiring an emerging generation of new writers. Part of Mason’s goal while serving as
State Poet is to present a public reading in all 93 counties of the state which includes Custer County.
This is a free event as Matt’s presentation is made possible with the support of the Nebraska Arts Council
and the Nebraska Cultural Endowment. The Broken bow Library Foundation will provide cookies and
coffee.
By Gavin Higgins
 


OWH: Nebraska Supreme Court again upholds state's death penalty, says repeal never went
into effect
 
LINCOLN — The Nebraska Supreme Court on Friday again rejected claims that the State Legislature’s
repeal of the death penalty in 2015 had changed the sentences of those on death row to life in prison.
The court, in a six-page opinion written by Judge Lindsey Miller-Lerman, said that the repeal law never
went into effect because petitions containing 166,000 signatures seeking a state referendum to overturn
the repeal were turned in four days before the repeal bill was to become law.
Voters, in 2016, then reinstated capital punishment by a wide margin.
The ruling came on an appeal filed by death-row inmate Marco Torres Jr., who was sentenced to death in
2009 for the execution-style slaying of two men in Grand Island.
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The Supreme Court has issued similar rulings in at least two prior appeals by death-row inmates.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: 'I'm really disgusted to see that number': 56 Nebraska educators linked to sexual
misconduct
 
In return for pictures of a 14-year-old student’s naked breasts, a Norfolk student teacher bumped the
girl’s grade from a 79 to a 95.
A Loup City teacher set up a camera in a locker room to spy on high school girls changing their clothes.
An Omaha middle school math teacher groomed and then sexually assaulted a female student in his
classroom during lunch.
Since the beginning of 2014, at least 56 certified Nebraska educators were caught having inappropriate
communication or sexual contact with students.
Their misconduct ranged from sexual intercourse with a student to dinner and a movie with a student.
At least 74 students or recent high school graduates were victimized. In some cases, the abuse occurred
years before the perpetrators were caught.
Most perpetrators, but not all, were men.
Those are the central findings of a World-Herald investigation into the problem statewide.
After a series of high-profile criminal and civil cases, The World-Herald sought to find out how often
Nebraska educators abused students.
There is no single, central database containing complete real-time records of such misconduct. Records
that exist are spread across several different databases from different state agencies.
The World-Herald examined thousands of records from the courts and the Nebraska Department of
Education to figure out how many teachers, coaches and administrators were caught and convicted or
disciplined.
The numbers come with a caveat — these were the cases that were uncovered or reported to
authorities. The actual number of perpetrators and victims could be much higher.
A national expert said less than 10% of abused students tell somebody about the abuse because of fear,
guilt or a misguided desire to protect the educator.
Charol Shakeshaft, a professor at Virginia Commonwealth University, has researched educator sexual
misconduct for decades.
“From the kid’s perspective, what they see is they’re going to be told, ‘You’re just a kid. You’re not
supposed to be having sex. You’re a slut. You’re this. You’re terrible. You’re horrible.’ So the kid doesn’t
want to say anything because they’re ashamed, embarrassed, afraid.”
If the nonreporting percentage is accurate, then the actual number of Nebraska victims during that
period could be in the hundreds.
The World-Herald recently wrote about a victim whose abuser was caught by accident when a neighbor
surprised him in the girl’s home.
Anna, now 18, told The World-Herald about how starting when she was 12, her Davis Middle School
math teacher, Brian Robeson, groomed and then sexually assaulted her outside of school, in his
classroom during lunch, in a computer lab and in a bathroom. Robeson is now in prison.
Anna said Robeson’s lies and manipulation made her his puppet. She didn’t feel she could come forward
about what was happening to her.
Anna is not the young woman’s real name. The World-Herald doesn’t name victims of sexual assault
unless they want to be named.
Anna’s mom, an educator herself, said no one keeps data on educator sexual misconduct so, on one
hand, she’s not surprised by the numbers uncovered by the newspaper.
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“But I’m really disgusted to see that number in print,” she said. “Those were just the ones who were
caught.”
The challenge of getting an accurate count is not unique to Nebraska.
In a 2004 report for the U.S. Department of Education, Shakeshaft wrote that educator misconduct was
“woefully understudied.”
Since then, there’s been no national study to gauge the scope of the problem, Shakeshaft told The
World-Herald.
“We don’t know any more than we did before,” she said.
Nebraska Education Commissioner Matt Blomstedt said there are discussions among state leaders on
how to reduce incidents of educator misconduct.
“For me, the perfect number would be zero,” Blomstedt said. “The reality is, we have to make sure the
system, No. 1, prevents that from happening and, No. 2, captures it as quickly as possible.”
To be counted in The World-Herald’s total, the perpetrators had to either be convicted of a crime against
a student or disciplined by the Nebraska Department of Education for misconduct of a sexual nature
involving a student — or both.
Brian Halstead, a deputy commissioner in the State Department of Education who investigated and
prosecuted educators for professional practices violations from 1990 through 2017, said the department
is catching all the cases it knows about.
Halstead said he has no way of knowing to what degree misconduct may be underreported.
“All I know is today there’s about 360,000 kids somewhere in the K-12 education system of public and
nonpublic. I have absolutely no idea of how their experiences are going every day.”
In addition to revealing the scope of the problem, the investigation sheds some light on the perpetrators
and victims.
Forty-five of the perpetrators were men. Eleven were women.
They taught virtually every academic subject — from industrial technology to English and art.
The most common certification held by the perpetrators was coaching. Coaching is a popular certification
typically paired with other subject areas; for instance, a social studies teacher may also be certified to
coach.
About a quarter of the certifications held by the perpetrators were coaching, physical education or
health.
After coaching, English was the next most common certification.
Among the other subject areas, the numbers were too small to indicate a trend.
There is no discernible trend when it comes to the size of district where they worked. The perpetrators
worked in large urban districts, middle-sized ones and the smallest rural districts. They were employed in
both public and private schools.
And the victims?
Mostly female, but not all.
Where records listed the victim’s gender, female victims outnumbered male 52 to 16.
Male educators, in nearly every case, targeted female students.
Female educators, in all but one instance, abused male students.
The average age of the female victims was just under 13 years. That average age reflects the inclusion of
the six first-graders whom Omaha Public Schools teacher Gregory Sedlacek was convicted of sexually
assaulting in 2018. The Sedlacek victims were outliers because of their young age. Without the Sedlacek
victims factored in, the average female victim’s age was 15.4.
The average age of male victims was 16.2 years.
Of the cases found, 41 involved sex or sexual contact between the educator and victim. The majority of
the rest involved inappropriate communication or behaviors that violated professional boundaries,
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including sexting, sending inappropriate messages or touching students in ways that made them feel
uncomfortable.
Although the Nebraska Department of Education keeps complete records of its disciplinary actions, the
records can lag years behind waiting for court action.
Department officials typically wait for a verdict before imposing discipline.
The World-Herald found that some of the most serious offenders don’t appear in the department
discipline records. In cases where educators are prosecuted criminally, sometimes their certifications
expire before their criminal cases are resolved, leaving the department with nothing to revoke.
For example, there is no record of any state action on the certification of Shad Knutson, an Omaha Public
Schools middle school teacher who was convicted in 2013 of sexually abusing a student. His certification
expired while he was awaiting the completion of his criminal case.
In contrast, the State Board of Education revoked the certificate of Robeson, the middle school teacher
who sexually assaulted Anna.
However, if convicted of a sex crime, an offender’s name would likely appear on the state’s sex-offender
registry. The conviction and sex-offender registration would be obvious red flags to future employment
as long as HR directors were diligent about background checks.
The investigation did not answer the question of whether educator abuse is happening more frequently
in Nebraska than in the past.
It is a challenge to obtain reliable, detailed records of abuse in past decades. Public mores have changed
over the years. What used to be kept secret is now reported more often. And recent technology
advancements have made it easier to catch the perpetrators, who often leave a trail of incriminating
texts and emails.
That’s much different than before the Internet, Halstead said.
“Child pornography, you caught it because the mail postal inspector saw the brown paper wrapper going
through the mail,” Halstead said.
He said comparing the prevalence today with past numbers is problematic. It presumes you knew how
much child abuse there was 50 years ago, because back then people didn’t talk about it, he said.
“Human behavior has changed as to our own expectations, too,” he said.
According to Shakeshaft, there has been an increase in reports nationally, but it’s not clear if there’s
been a rise in incidents.
Some data and anecdotal reports suggest that nationally more reports are being made to districts, she
said.
She believes it could reflect more awareness that suspected abuse should be reported and acted on.
Available records did reveal that offenders in past decades have been as brazen, their acts as outrageous
in some cases, as in recent years.
Disciplinary records from the 1990s document Nebraska educators giving students valentines and
flowers, leaving notes in their lockers, giving them massages, grabbing their chests, fondling them in the
classroom, taking them to motels and having sex with them.
In recent years, some cases have prompted public dismay.
Sedlacek, the first grade teacher, abused students on the playground and in his classroom. Of the cases
examined by The World-Herald, the girls he assaulted were the youngest victims.
And Matthew Fedde, a former assistant principal at Millard South High School, sexually assaulted a
student at the school. Fedde is also in prison.
Anna’s mom tells her students and colleagues to be aware of every adult in the school building — even
the man tending to the vending machine.
She wants her fellow educators to be on guard and look for grooming behaviors and not wait until they
see an assault actually happening to call authorities.
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Their priority, she said, has to be on the students.
“Believe what you see. And what you feel. Those intuitive things.”
By Joe Dejka and Emily Nitcher
 


LJS: Senators ready to get things done, want to see cooperation
 
Senators are pretty much in agreement the 2020 session will be taken up with property taxes, business
tax incentives and what to do with excess tax collections over the past year. 
Last year, the long 90-day session ended a few days early, with no resolution on those key issues
senators had worked throughout the session to resolve. 
They got a warning from Speaker Jim Scheer in those last days about what would happen in a 2020 short
session that lasts only 60 days.  
"The short session is a completely different session," he said then. "Be prepared for a number, if not an
extensive number, of late nights in order to facilitate all the priority bills." 
Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks had her own vision for the session that starts Wednesday, and beyond,
for senators. Greater communication, greater compassion, greater ability to listen. And nix the
confrontation. 
That means, no one stomping their feet on the floor in a "my way or the highway" gesture, she said.
"It doesn't do anybody any good. Nothing gets done. It doesn't help our constituents in Nebraska at all."
Nebraska's unicameral government is a treasure in the middle of a country where other governments --
national and state, maybe even local -- are unable to get things done because of partisanship and refusal
to work together, she said. 
"We are able to find common ground better than anywhere else in our nation. Certainly better than
Congress, and from what we hear, better than any other state," Pansing Brooks said. 
Her goal for not only the session but every part of her life this year: Try to meet people where they are in
their knowledge and opinions on issues -- whether they agree or disagree -- and move forward together. 
She has worked with more conservative senators on substantial issues, from education to the cleanup in
Whiteclay to the devastating flooding in the state. She has come to respect their knowledge and views,
and learned from them, she said. 
"Our state will be stronger for this collaboration," she said. 
Sen. Julie Slama of Peru has worked over the interim on a number of issues including ensuring resources
are available for flood recovery, which affected her district, southeast Nebraska and beyond. Three-
fourths of the state's 93 counties suffered the consequences of spring storms and flooding. 
"One of my bills for this session will be a resolution requesting the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers change
their manual to reprioritize flood control as their top priority and to modernize their levee standards,"
she said. 
Last year's flooding caused hundreds of millions, maybe more than a billion, dollars worth of damage to
roads, bridges, other state infrastructure systems, crops, fields and homes. And climate experts warned
in November that conditions are ripe for a repeat of last spring's severe flooding.
Beyond the several major issues, senators have agendas and topics important to them and their districts,
revolving around funding, committee work, moving the state forward on economic growth, workforce
development and continuing prison and juvenile justice reform. 
Lincoln Sen. Kate Bolz sees unfinished business, including funding for the Nebraska Emergency
Management Agency, so it can continue to respond to disasters. But she also wants to see full funding of
the costs of developmental disability and behavioral health services, and a return to discussions on
scholarships for students pursuing in-demand careers in Nebraska. 
Her vision also includes the need for workforce development policies. More than 70% of industries are







having difficulty finding workers, she said, and that limits economic growth. 
"In 2020, I will bring legislation to promote apprenticeship programs, career education initiatives and
increased access to child care assistance to address Nebraska's workforce shortage," she said. 
Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair sees a session with substantial opportunity for tax reform, outside of the usual
rural vs. urban property tax fights. 
"A conversation and potential legislation has been long overdue," Hansen said. 
He is hoping senators debate a number of bills he introduced in 2019, concerning modification of meal
and incidental travel reimbursements for state employees, board members and officers; amendments to
the weights and measures act; and increasing opportunities for dental hygienists in rural areas.
Health and Human Services Chairwoman Sara Howard of Omaha said the committee will be asking to
codify a specific plan from HHS, to clarify objectives and purpose for the Youth Rehabilitation and
Treatment Centers that were in crisis last year. 
The committee also will work on putting assurances into law that Medicaid expansion will begin by Oct.
1, while adding fingerprinting requirements for child care providers and looking at nursing home
payment rate methods. 
The state Division of Medicaid & Long-Term Care has been working with others outside the state agency
for more than two years to update the payment methodology for nursing facilities. That update is set for
April.
The clear vision for Omaha Sen. Steve Lathrop, Judiciary Committee chairman, is that senators are going
to cooperate on issues even if they don't accomplish everything they want in their own important work. 
All 49 senators must be invested in finding solutions for those key issues surrounding tax reform and
incentives, he said.
Senators can't leave the field if they aren't getting what they want on their own agendas, Lathrop said.
"We have to stay there, work through it, and come up with good policy," he said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


AP: Regulators to review handling of water problem at nuke plant
 
BROWNVILLE, Neb. (AP) — Federal inspectors plan to review how well a Nebraska nuclear power plant
handled a water service safety problem blamed on a silt buildup from the Missouri River, which
overwhelmed or broke through levees last spring.
The Cooper Nuclear Station near Brownville was operating on full power Dec. 6 when employees
detected that water wasn’t flowing through a pipe that sends water to cool plant safety equipment, the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in a news release Thursday. Another service water system was
operable throughout the situation, the release said.
The plant generated power throughout the problem. The plant owner and operator, the Nebraska Public
Power District, soon determined that silt had built up and blocked the pipe outfall, the NRC said. The
district had the silt removed within a week.
The plant’s water intake site was normal and there had been no indication of any problem at the
discharge site, said power district spokesman Mark Becker.
“We’ve never had that happen before,” Becker said. Officials were still trying to determine where the silt
came from because the river water taken in for cooling is heavily filtered before it begins its work inside
the plant, Becker said. No issues have been found in a check of water systems inside the plant, he said.
The Missouri River is already known as “The Big Muddy” — a nickname made even more apt by the
flooding, Becker said.
“Just think how much flooding there was and how much runoff there was from fields,” he said.
The Missouri remained high since spring flooding caused by heavy rain and snowmelt flowing into the







river and its tributaries was near record levels this year. The Missouri River gauge at Brownville was at or
above flood stage for 272 days, the National Weather Service said.
Floodwater threatened the plant in March, but it never stopped generating power, Becker said at the
time. The rising river water stopped 4 inches (10 centimeters) short of the level at which the reactor had
to be shut down as a safety precaution.
 


LJS: Grand Island-area residents ask judge to block historical horse racing terminals at Fonner
Park
 
The Nebraska State Racing Commission's order allowing Fonner Park to add historical horse racing
terminals at the Grand Island track is unconstitutional and should be overturned, two Hall County
residents said in a lawsuit.
Duane Fuller of Grand Island and Jeffery Hayman of Doniphan filed the lawsuit against the commission
and Fonner Park in Lancaster County District Court on Friday afternoon. 
Neither the Nebraska Constitution nor state law authorizes wagering using an electronic historical horse
racing terminal, the two said in their lawsuit.
"By issuing the Final Order that allows Fonner Park to engage in pari-mutuel wagers on historic horse
races in violation of the Nebraska Constitution and the Nebraska Revised Statutes, (the commissioners)
improperly exceeded the authority granted to the Commission," their lawsuit said.
The State Racing Commission narrowly approved the new, controversial form of wagering and machines
for Fonner Park in July and the final order was issued last month.
Historical horse racing terminals allow a bettor to make wagers on unidentified horses in previously run
races from across the U.S., officials with AmTote International said. 
The terminals, which look like slot machines and operate in Kentucky, Wyoming, Oregon and Alabama,
are seen by proponents as a way to draw more people to the tracks and keep the struggling industry
viable after decades of decline in Nebraska.
In his order, Commission Chairman Dennis Lee of Omaha said the terminals are just a new form of pari-
mutuel wagering, which is already legal in Nebraska, and state law doesn't allow the design of the
terminals to be considered in assessing whether they perform a pari-mutuel wager. 
Nebraska lawmakers in 2012 passed a bill to specifically allow betting on historical horse races, but then-
Gov. Dave Heineman vetoed the measure, and an effort in 2014 to ask voters to amend the state
constitution to allow historical horse race wagers was blocked by the Nebraska Supreme Court. 
There was little further talk of historical horse racing in Nebraska until the Racing Commission voted to
approve terminals for Fonner Park in October 2018. That vote was ultimately withdrawn after Nebraska
Attorney General Doug Peterson questioned the legality of the vote and the meeting. 
Then, in January 2019, the commission again considered the issue, and opponents of expanded gambling
in Nebraska urged the commission not to approve Fonner Park's application.
The Attorney General's Office also warned the commission that it would not defend the commission in
court if it approved historical horse racing and faced a lawsuit for doing so. 
Chris Kotulak of Fonner Park said it still plans to install the terminals so they're operational Feb. 21, when
the track hosts its first live racing of 2020.
Fonner Park officials believe the commission made an accurate and proper decision when it approved
historical horse racing, he said.
"Historical horse racing is legal in more than half a dozen states, providing millions of tax dollars
currently, and it has resurrected a number of state’s racing industries as close as Wyoming and far as
Virginia," he said.
By Riley Johnson
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OWH Editorial: Work by a range of Omahans has helped reduce the city's homicide rate
 
A decade ago, Omaha experienced a disturbing increase in its homicide rate. Such deaths climbed from
34 in 2010 to a peak of 50 in 2015, far above the city’s historical average. Since then, the trend line has
moved in the right direction — downward. Last year, homicides totaled 23, one more than in 2018.
Omaha compares well to peer cities in this regard. Omaha’s homicide rates for the first three quarters of
2018 and 2019, for example, were well below those of similarly sized cities, The World-Herald’s Alia
Conley reports. Tulsa and Wichita, with smaller populations than Omaha, had double or triple the
number of homicides in those time periods, she found.
Omaha has achieved this improvement in recent years in large part due to capable police work,
community efforts and effective work among organizations to offer greater opportunity for young
people.
It’s notable, indeed, that no Omaha police officer had fired his or her gun at anyone during the entirety
of 2019, until an incident on Dec. 31 in which an officer fatally shot Terry Hudson, who had fired on the
officer after killing Dana Wells, the city’s final homicide victim of 2019.
The number of Omahans injured or killed in officer-involved shooting incidents has fallen from 11
individuals in 2010 to one — Hudson — during 2019.
Regardless of the reduced homicide totals, every such death brings enormous pain and is to be
lamented. Striving to further reduce the city’s homicide rate will be an ongoing endeavor by police,
community organizations and nonprofits.
Community volunteers, churches and a range of local grassroots organizations have contributed
significantly to Omaha’s progress by connecting with youths and promoting neighborhood safety.
Organizers and financial supporters of summer job programs for disadvantaged young people continue
to expand on what’s become a robust and successful initiative.
The Omaha Police Department has made a set of significant improvements to strengthen its
accountability, community outreach and investigative effectiveness. The department has equipped all
patrol officers with body cameras and less-lethal Tasers. It’s boosted training to help officers interact
properly with people with mental illness. Its community policing efforts include youth sports coaching by
police personnel and a program in which police hand out free sports equipment while on patrol.
The department has hired more gang prevention specialists and has gang unit officers engage earlier in
homicide investigations. Through such efforts, the department has raised its homicide clearance rate to
above 70% — major progress from 2010, when the rate was a mere 32%.
Our city has seen significant improvement in its homicide incidence, and the wide range of Omahans
working to reduce violence in our city deserve a salute.
 


OWH Editorial: Legislature should make sure to address its key tasks this session
 
The Nebraska Legislature opens its 2020 session on Wednesday, and it’s called a “short” session for good
reason. The sixty days lawmakers will have for hearings and debate may seem like a large amount, but in
reality, senators will likely find themselves pinched for time in meeting their obligations.
The two central issues that lawmakers face — property tax relief and a much-needed business incentives
revamp — will involve sharp disagreement and much debate time. It’s vital that lawmakers find
consensus on both issues. The Legislature has kicked the can down the road for far too long on overall
property tax legislation. And the business incentives legislation by State Sen. Mark Kolterman of Seward
is well crafted and deserving of passage, not least since the current incentives law, Nebraska Advantage,
expires at the end of this year.







The session will feature many more issues, of course. Among the most important will be major additional
aid to schools to enable a measure of property tax relief; urban and rural interests will likely collide over
how to allocate the school funds, and senators will need to avoid stalemate. Also on the to-do list:
Debating and approving steps to help address Nebraska’s state prison woes. Setting the general policy to
guide the state’s facilities for juvenile offenders. And agreeing on a responsible procedure for the
Legislature to handle its redistricting duties next year.
For the Legislature to stay on track and achieve success, Speaker Jim Scheer and other senior members
need to assert strong leadership, keeping debate focused and promoting constructive negotiation to
achieve final resolution. Key lawmakers on the tax and business incentive bills need to be energetically
engaged with colleagues to remove roadblocks. Filibusters are likely, but in the end, these bills —
adjusted with practical amendments as needed — must make it across the finish line.
A key ingredient for overall success this session must be a culture of professionalism by state senators.
The Legislature in recent years has fallen into bad habits at times, with displays of petty game playing,
petulance on the microphone, “gotcha” rhetoric in committee hearings and floor debate, and individual
soreheadedness after losing a vote.
The proper antidote is responsible adult behavior: active engagement in debate and negotiations, dutiful
work in committee, an openness to reasonable compromise and a focus on policy rather than politics
and personalities.
This session unfortunately will be the last one for some of the Legislature’s skilled bridge-builders, due to
term limits. These senior lawmakers have defended the Legislature’s processes against game playing by
self-serving senators and have worked with colleagues across lines of party and philosophy to help
committees function properly and bills to be debated responsibly.
Senators who are continuing their service past this current session need to learn from such positive
examples, to keep the Legislature on a constructive course into the future. That achievement, plus
passage of key legislation, must be the central aims of the 2020 short session.
 


OWH Editorial: Offutt forensic lab's work brings comfort to military families
 
The death of a loved one in a faraway war zone brings enormous heartache to the person’s family back
home. The pain felt by a mother, father and other family members is compounded when the remains of
a fallen service member are unidentified. Such “unknowns” have been common throughout the history
of warfare.
Modern forensic science is bringing dramatic change, however. Technicians with the U.S. military are
now performing remarkable feats of identification in an ever-increasing number of cases. Forensic
specialists at the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency laboratory at Offutt Air Force Base are in the
forefront of those efforts.
Their work has brought comfort to families in the Midlands and across the U.S. by providing an all-
important opportunity for these Americans to be remembered and honored. In many cases these long-
lost relatives have been buried beside their parents or siblings. It’s hard to express how meaningful such
comfort can be for a family.
Four years after the remains from a military cemetery in Hawaii were exhumed, forensic scientists at
Offutt and in Honolulu have identified some 242 of the USS Oklahoma men, enabling their return to their
families. These fallen servicemen have included Gerald Clayton of Central City, Nebraska, and George C.
Ford of Carroll, Iowa.
On Monday, Agnes Porter, the 89-year-old niece of a USS Oklahoma sailor who hasn’t yet been
identified, called Steve Liewer, The World-Herald’s military reporter, who has written extensively about
the Offutt lab.







“I hope they find something, even a fingernail,” said Porter, a native of Schlewig, Iowa, now living in
California. “I want to see him buried next to his parents and sister.” Her still-missing uncle is Charles
Homer Johannes, who grew up in North Dakota.
The University of Nebraska at Omaha — specifically, information and technology science professor
Sachin Pawaskar and student Ryan Ernst — deserve applause for developing a program that simplifies
the Offutt scientists’ work in matching bones belonging to the same skeleton.
What laudable work by all involved.
 


OWH: Nebraska’s tax relief complications
 
To answer Frederick Skinner’s eloquent Dec. 22 Pulse letter, yes indeed, 2020 is a great year to reform
Nebraska’s tax system. But so were 2015, 2010, 2005 and on and on. It’s not going to happen, so all
Nebraskans have to evaluate where they want to live and whether it is worth paying these obsessively
high taxes.
When evaluating this, keep in mind that you need to base your decision on five and 10 years from now.
Since moving back to Nebraska seven years ago, I have found it is delusional to expect that taxes will, at a
minimum, not continue their higher rate of growth.
In my observation it all starts with leadership from the governor. I only see a total lack of said leadership
from our current governor. To be fair, that seems to be the job description for the last several
officeholders. I will let the next governor and Unicameral deal with the issue.
To be fair, citizens are also to blame. Everyone wants the national budget balanced and state taxes
lowered. But they also want their special projects they deem indispensable. Combine that with a lack of
courage by many of our elected officials and what you get is what we have. Until a mandate is passed
that forces changes, nothing will ever change. The problem is, ballot initiatives many times have
unintended consequences. But due to this lack of leadership, that approach appears to me at least to be
the only option available, other than leaving the state.
Mike Dohmen, Hickman, Neb.
 


LJS Editorial, 1/5: Editorial board sets 2020 agenda
 
If you’d say the Journal Star editorial board had an agenda, you’d be right. We have one every year.
And we publish our agenda – an annual list of five priority topics for editorials in the year to come –
shortly after the calendar turns. These items represent matters of significance that will be revisited
throughout 2020.
The bolded words in each bullet point below will look nearly identical to last year’s listing; indeed, none
of the problems we listed have been solved, despite varying levels of progress in each. Just as decisive
actions come with consequences, so, too, does inaction.
That’s why we’re adamant about the following subjects for 2020:
* Civility and civic-mindedness: Passion about politics and improving our world is great. But involvement
and engagement must be channeled in a responsible, productive and civil fashion. Make your voice
heard by writing letters, engaging with elected officials, participating in a peaceable demonstration,
attending public meetings. Such behavior will bolster democracy, particularly in this election year.
Just as voters must be cognizant of how to best express themselves, elected officials must act in the
public’s best interest, placing any partisan affiliations to the side. One area where that can come to
fruition is transparency. Rather than making it more difficult for the public to hold government
accountable, our representatives must welcome and promote such scrutiny. In recent years, legislation
on the state level, at least, has carved out new exceptions to open meetings and open records laws.







Those trends must be stopped or even reversed.
* Climate change: "Studies show us that climate change is real, and it's already here. The trend for
Nebraska will be for more extremes." These are the exact words Nebraska State Climatologist Martha
Shulski told the Journal Star’s Matt Olberding this week.
Last year saw a bomb cyclone and record flooding – the second 500-year flood to wreak havoc in eight
years – become Nebraska’s costliest natural disaster. Despite the devastation, no meaningful progress
has been made on climate change, and the results are evident. That legacy of indifference must change.
* Corrections reform: Last week’s agreement between the state and the union representing Corrections
officers would boost pay rates for frontline workers in hopes of reducing the turnover and burnout that
has plagued staff. That’s the long-awaited good news. The bad has been many years in the making, too:
Conditions within prison walls need major improvement after decades of neglect.
Plus, on July 1, a prison overcrowding emergency will be declared in accordance with a 2002 state law,
beginning the process of releasing at least 1,000 inmates to bring the prison population down to 140%.
Indeed, 2020 is a momentous year for Nebraska’s correctional system.
* Protecting our farm economy: Regardless of whether Nebraskans live in the city or country, the farm
economy affects us all. After all, one in four jobs in this state is connected to farming and ranching. Free
trade agreements with foreign countries, increased blending of ethanol and biofuels, protecting this
state’s rich natural resources – these benefit the state as a whole.
Nebraska’s ag producers are being crushed by a three-legged stool that’s increasingly relied on its
steadiest leg – property taxes. But the structure must be rebalanced in a manner that doesn’t blow a
hole in the state budget or unfairly shift burdens to urban areas. Some kind of grand bargain will be
needed to achieve this long-desired goal. Whether someone can marshal it, though, is yet to be seen.
* Strengthening public education: That aforementioned grand bargain will affect K-12 schools, too. With
fewer and fewer districts – down to roughly 25% – receiving direct state aid, school boards have been
forced to turn to property taxes to fund their operations. Any state tax reform must ensure schools are
adequately funded.
Funding is also a concern at the university level, particularly given the political forces at play. After all,
Nebraska’s community college and public universities provide more than education. They help to train
the workers to fill the jobs needed to power the state – vitally important during this tectonic shift of
workplace churn and looming shortage of employees.
 


NP Telegraph Editorial: Note to Unicam: Make best use of 2020 session
 
Whatever Nebraska’s state senators do in the 2020 legislative session that begins Wednesday, they need
to use their full 60 legislative days to do it. Or more.
When one reviews last year’s unfinished Unicameral agenda — and considers the long-term problems
still going, begging for answers — going home six days early, like last spring, would be unconscionable.
Not that it’s easy to get either old or new bills through the lawmaking process in an even-numbered
year’s “short” session, when elections increasingly occupy the State Capitol’s attention.
But, like always, there’s plenty of time if senators and the governor decide something can’t wait.
We strongly suggest, on behalf of our western Nebraska neighbors, that there’s a great deal that cannot
wait.
For example, senators can pass existing bills to better protect classroom teachers (North Platte Sen. Mike
Groene), clarify the relationship between land ownership and water rights (Groene) and reasonably
regulate wind turbines (Gordon Sen. Tom Brewer).
But once again, like last year, lasting property tax relief needs to come first.
Senators can strike a lasting blow for tax fairness, if they do nothing else, by passing Bayard Sen. Steve







Erdman’s worthwhile carryover bill (Legislative Bill 483) to again value farm and ranch land by income
capacity rather than land sales.
But state leaders need to stop pretending that the state Property Tax Credit program, raised last year
from $224 million to $275 million, amounts to more than a property tax Band-Aid.
As The Telegraph reported during last fall’s local “budget season,” that $51 million statewide infusion
raised the discount on North Platte property owners’ combined tax rate from 4.2% all the way to 5%.
Not much of a tax break.
Do state leaders feel like the pressure’s off since the past decade’s acceleration in agland valuations has
finally come to a halt?
Or do they simply believe there’s little reason to worry about Sen. Erdman’s scorched-earth petition
drive to mandate state income tax credits in the Nebraska Constitution equivalent to 35% of property-tax
bills?
As we said after the 2019 session, so we say now: Enacting petitions, including that one, is a terrible way
to conduct state fiscal policy.
But so is playing chicken with the constitution.
Far better that easterners content with a status quo that favors them — for now — seriously engage with
the broader-based property tax effort led by Sens. Mike Groene of North Platte and Lou Ann Linehan of
Omaha’s Elkhorn area.
Its latest outlines, as Groene says elsewhere in today’s Telegraph, still include the restoration of per-
student “foundation aid” to the complex school-aid formula to take pressure off small rural districts’
strained budgets.
Such a step is long, long overdue. Unfortunately, chances are dim for financing it with common-sense
changes to what the state does tax — and doesn’t — while rebalancing the three-legged property-sales-
income tax stool.
With tax shifts off the table in Gov. Pete Ricketts’ office, Groene and Linehan instead want to harness
rising state tax collections that finally are exceeding projections once more.
We understand that step. After all, they’re up against the kind of thinking that says shifting even a little of
the tax burden to optional goods like pop and candy is an unfair “tax increase.”
But even if this version of the Groene-Linehan plan becomes law, it can’t last.
The fiscal “fat years,” however many Nebraska should get this time, always are followed by “lean years.”
Tax collections, at some point, again will fall short. And we all know school aid will be cut when that
happens.
If some version of the Groene-Linehan plan passes, we’re quite sure rural Nebraskans won’t turn it down.
But will they also go sign petitions and put Erdman’s ticking fiscal bomb on the November ballot?
We haven’t even gotten to the inevitable but expensive need to resolve overcrowding in Nebraska’s
prisons. Implementation of the voters’ 2018 mandate to expand Medicaid services. Higher education
needs. Fighting “brain drain” inside and out of the state. And so on.
And will senators enact a new version of Nebraska’s 33-year-old business incentives (LB 720), which
dearly matter in economic development but which rural senators have blocked (thus far rightly) in their
quest for property tax relief?
If 60 legislative days isn’t enough, well, senators still owe Nebraskans the equivalent of a special session
for those six days they skipped last year.
Don’t say there isn’t time. There is.
 


OWH: Nebraska's congressional delegation backs action on Iran, says killing was 'defensive
move'
 







WASHINGTON — Some critics have characterized this week’s killing of Gen. Qassem Soleimani as an
unauthorized and reckless move by President Donald Trump that could push the nation into yet another
Middle East conflict.
But members of Nebraska’s all-Republican congressional delegation say the president had little choice,
given how the head of Iran’s elite Quds Force was ramping up his long-running terrorist campaigns
against the U.S. and its allies.
“The intention of a move like this is to deescalate the war that Soleimani was already plotting on
America,” Sen. Ben Sasse told The World-Herald. “I think this is a defensive move.”
Sasse is a member of the Senate Intelligence Committee, but because of the holiday recess, it’s been a
couple of weeks since he has been able to receive classified briefings in the secure facilities of the U.S.
Capitol.
But Sasse said that he talked to Trump after the strike and that the president laid out Soleimani’s recent
movements leading up to it. Those movements support administration assertions that Soleimani was
involved in planning the kind of attacks that U.S. officials have been worried about for months, Sasse
said. He also said it was telling that Soleimani was in Iraq, where Iran’s proxy forces have engaged in
terrorism.
Rep. Don Bacon said the president had to act and pointed to a hearing last month in which he pressed
top U.S. military leaders on whether American restraint was being interpreted as weakness by Iran.
“We’ve shown ultimate restraint with this, and I think it actually incentivizes their behavior,” Bacon said
in an interview. “I don’t think we had a choice.”
Bacon said Soleimani’s killing could lead to further escalation but stressed that Iran must understand that
it will lose any conflict and that the U.S. could destroy Iran’s navy and air force in a day.
There has been a low-intensity war going on between Iran and America for some time, he said, but it’s
been one-sided, with Iran as the aggressor. And Bacon suggested that American pushback probably
should have come sooner.
“To do nothing is not the right answer,” he said. “These guys have acted as our enemy for a long time,
and we have not reciprocated. We have shown the restraint. The gloves came off last night, and
Soleimani got what he deserved.”
Other delegation members issued statements supportive of the president’s actions.
“President Trump repeatedly demonstrated restraint, and Iran’s leaders were given the opportunity to
turn from the path of violence and escalation,” Sen. Deb Fischer said. “They did not. Having seen the
resolve of the United States to defend itself, I hope that Iran will end their destructive behavior and
choose a more rational path.”
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry described the killing of Soleimani as a “defensive military response” to “the Iranian-
inspired attack on our embassy in Baghdad,” and Rep. Adrian Smith said the U.S. takes security threats
seriously.
“The president’s decisive action sends a message that while our goal must be peace, the United States
will not tolerate Iranian provocations or further attacks on Americans,” Smith said.
Sasse has previously highlighted Soleimani’s nefarious activities around the globe. The senator supported
Trump’s decision to withdraw from the nuclear deal negotiated by the Obama administration and instead
mount a campaign of maximum pressure on Iran that involved crippling sanctions, including ones that
targeted Soleimani’s supply lines.
Soleimani responded to that approach by ramping up his activities — as evidenced by attacks on tankers
and Saudi oil facilities, the downing of a U.S. drone and a string of attacks on bases housing U.S. military
personnel.
“If anything, the administration has been showing borderline too much restraint the last 45 to 60 days in
the face of increasing attacks by Soleimani,” Sasse said.







Sasse said there’s no clear “Soleimani junior” waiting to take the place of the dead general, who had
proven to be an effective warrior.
Iran appeared to believe that there was no limit to what the U.S. would tolerate, he said.
“Now that they see that there’s a limit, I think they’re going to have to ask themselves what do they want
to do next,” Sasse said.
By Joseph Morton
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 10-12-22
Date: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 8:51:32 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Oct 2022 7.39 50.00 08:37
Corn Dec 2022 7.43 54.00 08:37
Milo Oct 2022 6.74 -15.00 08:37
Milo Oct 2023 5.52 -75.00 08:37
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.11 -65.00 08:37
Soybeans Oct 2023 12.78 -80.00 08:37
Wheat Oct 2022 9.05 -75.00 08:37
Wheat Jul 2023 8.79 -80.00 08:37
 
TV and Radio
KETV: Gov. Ricketts, Jane Kleeb talk Nebraska U.S. Senate appointment
Fox News: Nebraska gov spent over $1.3M boosting GOP gubernatorial candidate who may appoint
him US senator
CNN: Exclusive: McConnell ignores Trump’s attacks and says ‘I have the votes’ in quest to make
history
NPM: Shore appears in video endorsing Pansing Brooks (no video)
WOWT: Election 2022: Nebraska First Lady again endorses Pansing Brooks in Congressional race (no
video)
KLKN: Nebraska’s first lady appears on video for Pansing Brooks as election nears (no video)
KMTV: Wife of GOP Gov. Pete Ricketts doubles down on support of Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks
in congressional race (no video)
NCN: Exclusive: McConnell ignores Trump's attacks and says 'I have the votes' in quest to make
history (no video)
NCN: Small crowd at Voter ID hearing
NPM: Nebraska military members are now a key constituency in competitive 1st Congressional
District race (no video)
WOWT: Nebraska corrections in-custody death investigation reveals critical medical care
 
Governor
Nebraska Examiner: McConnell tells CNN he wants Ricketts to replace Sen. Sasse
LJS: First lady Susanne Shore endorses Pansing Brooks for Congress
Nebraska Examiner: First Lady doubles down on her support for Democratic congressional candidate
Patty Pansing Brooks
Roll Call: Nebraska policy wonk makes pitch for top Ways and Means slot
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Nebraska Examiner: McConnell tells CNN he wants Ricketts
to replace Sen. Sasse


 
OMAHA — Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has a Republican favorite to replace U.S. Sen.
Ben Sasse if the University of Florida taps the Nebraskan to lead its flagship university: Gov. Pete
Ricketts.
Kentucky’s McConnell told CNN for a story published Tuesday that he urged Ricketts to run for the
seat. 
“I’ve talked to Governor Ricketts,” CNN quoted McConnell as saying. “We’re hoping that he ends up
in the Senate. Exactly how that happens under Nebraska law is yet to be determined.”
McConnell and the National Republican Senatorial Committee like when wealthy, well-known
candidates run in red states because they typically need less national fundraising help.
Sasse is the lone finalist for the presidency of the University of Florida in Gainesville. He visited
campus this week for sessions with students, faculty and staff.
Hundreds of student protesters disrupted his meetings Monday, but he is expected to return to
campus Nov. 1 for his final interview with Florida’s GOP-appointed Board of Trustees.
Sasse sources have said they expect him to resign his seat in late November or early December if he
gets the job. Under Nebraska law, the governor has 45 days to appoint a successor. 
Ricketts has said publicly that he would not appoint himself to the seat. He said if he is interested in
the position, he would leave the decision to the next governor. 
That appointee would serve until at least January 2025. Primary and general elections to fill the
remaining two years of Sasse’s term would be held in 2024. 
That would stack the May and November 2024 elections in Nebraska with a presidential race and a
pair of Senate races, because Sen. Deb Fischer’s seat is set to be on the ballot again that year.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


LJS: First lady Susanne Shore endorses Pansing Brooks for
Congress


 
Susanne Shore, wife of Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts and Nebraska's first lady, has endorsed
Democratic congressional nominee Patty Pansing Brooks in Nebraska's 1st District House race.
"My life's work has always been about serving others, but especially our kids," Shore said in a video
message aired online Tuesday by the Pansing Brooks campaign.
"I'm passionate about helping all our children thrive and succeed: mine, yours and those across
Nebraska," Shore said.  
"I want to be sure those who can't always advocate for themselves have a person in their corner
fighting for them.
"During my time as your first lady," Shore said, "one legislator has proven that she will always use
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her voice to fight for not only those kids and their families, but all Nebraskans — that's Patty Pansing
Brooks."
Pansing Brooks, a Lincoln state senator, is matched against newly elected Republican Rep. Mike
Flood of Norfolk in the 1st District House race.
Flood, a Norfolk state senator at the time, defeated Pansing Brooks in a June 28 special election to
serve the remaining six months of Rep. Jeff Fortenberry's term after he resigned from the House
following his conviction on charges that he lied to federal officials about illegal foreign campaign
contributions to his 2016 reelection campaign.
Voters will determine in the Nov. 8 general election rematch who will serve the next two-year term
beginning in January.
Shore's endorsement came in the form of a video message that is being used to raise campaign
funds for Pansing Brooks.
"From her work to guarantee legal counsel for our youth in the juvenile justice system to her
advocacy for survivors of heinous sex-trafficking crimes, Patty has shown that she is not only tough
on crime, but relentless in her work to uplift those who need it the most," Shore said.
"Patty is exactly the type of leader I would be proud to call my congresswoman," she said.
By Don Walton
 


Nebraska Examiner: First Lady doubles down on her support
for Democratic congressional candidate Patty Pansing
Brooks


 
LINCOLN — First Lady Susanne Shore is doubling down on her support for the Democrat in the 1st
Congressional District race, State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks.
In a video released Tuesday, Shore — who doesn’t share her husband’s Republican Party affiliation
— formally endorsed the Lincoln legislator, highlighting their shared passion for children.
‘A person in their corner’
“I’m passionate about helping all of our children thrive and succeed: mine, yours and those across
Nebraska,” Shore said in the video. “I want to make sure those who can’t always advocate for
themselves have a person in their corner fighting for them.”
“Patty is exactly the type of leader I would be proud to call my congresswoman,” Shore added.
Shore, a trained nurse, has been an advocate for child welfare even before her husband, Gov. Pete
Ricketts, was elected in 2014.
The two are backing opposing candidates in the race to replace U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry,
who resigned this spring after being convicted of lying to federal agents investigating illegal, foreign
campaign contributions.
Endorsed in June
In June, Shore, a registered Democrat, endorsed Pansing Brooks via Twitter and contributed
financially to her campaign.
That came five months after Ricketts, as well as former GOP Gov. Dave Heineman, had endorsed
State Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk, a former speaker of the Legislature, in the 1st District race.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskaexaminer.com%2F2022%2F03%2F26%2Ffortenberry-resigns-two-days-after-jury-finds-him-guilty-of-lying-to-federal-investigators%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0f4ce5c246344d6c788408daac58d998%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638011794916320883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xlCvaREb4n4%2FnNf0HTj9W%2BpYW1YRTFwtFqDFlUFLKe8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskaexaminer.com%2Fbriefs%2Fsusanne-shore-the-governors-wife-endorses-democrat-pansing-brooks%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0f4ce5c246344d6c788408daac58d998%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638011794916320883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gOggMR%2FZSZqj15YzAsBrDtS%2FnDTEaQaPfVBFFAGmJ1w%3D&reserved=0





In Tuesday’s video, Shore said that Pansing Brooks, a lawyer, was a legislator who “has proven that
she will always use her voice to fight for not only those kids and their families, but for all
Nebraskans.”
Shore cited the senator’s work to guarantee legal counsel for young people in the juvenile justice
system and her advocacy for survivors of heinous sex trafficking crimes.
Child welfare work
Shore, a native of Oklahoma, earned a master’s degree in business, along with a nursing degree. She
worked as a nurse at Omaha’s St. Joseph’s Hospital before staying home to raise her children.
During the past decade, she has served on the board of the Child Saving Institute, including two
years as chair. More recently, she has been a board member of the Nebraska Families Collaborative
and a volunteer, court-appointed special advocate for at-risk children in Douglas County.
By Paul Hammel
 


Roll Call: Nebraska policy wonk makes pitch for top Ways
and Means slot


 
This is the first in a series of profiles on the three Republicans running for their party's top position on
the House Ways and Means Committee.
Rep. Adrian Smith, a low-key Republican now in his eighth term, is attracting the spotlight with a run
for the top GOP spot on the House Ways and Means Committee, with its expansive jurisdiction over
tax policy, trade, Medicare and more.
Smith for years has quietly toiled on economic policies that hit home in his rural Nebraska district,
like opening up foreign markets to his state’s top exports, including beef, soybeans and corn.
In an interview in his Capitol Hill office, Smith said he’ll bring that behind-the-scenes operator
approach to the Ways and Means job if colleagues elect him, while talking up the need to strengthen
bonds among lawmakers.
“I think we need to have more casual gatherings among members on the committee, for example,
and even beyond the committee, but just to have casual discussions on, how are things in other
districts, what are the commonalities,” Smith said while discussing his tax priorities. “I know that
there’s far more commonality across our country than is often perceived among the American
people, even, but especially as it relates to information that leaves Washington.”
With Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, retiring at the end of the year, a three-way race to succeed him is
heating up as Republicans make their final push to take control of the House after the midterms.
Brady, like several of his Republican colleagues, declined to discuss the candidates’ individual merits.
He emphasized the party’s deep bench of talent. The choice is ultimately up to the House Republican
Steering Committee, where leadership gets the most votes but other party representatives have a
say too.
Smith is known for a keen policy mind displayed during his dozen years on Ways and Means. Only
Florida GOP Rep. Vern Buchanan, who’s also in the race, has racked up as many years on the panel.
Missouri’s Jason Smith, the current Budget Committee ranking member, is the third announced
contender.
While Adrian Smith brings experience and policy chops, his competitors have won more buzz in the
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race so far, and they’ve touted bigger fundraising hauls to boost Republicans’ chances. Still, Smith
has contributed more than $1.3 million in cash to candidates and committees this cycle, including
$340,000 in the third quarter alone, according to an aide.
His biggest single financial backer is Nebraska Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts, whose father founded
what’s now known as TD Ameritrade, an online stockbroker. Ricketts — whose term is up after this
year and is a potential candidate to replace Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., if appointed by the next
governor — donated more than $266,000 to a joint fundraising committee that Smith established
earlier this year for his own accounts as well as the National Republican Congressional Committee.
Other major donors to Smith’s fundraising vehicles this cycle include Price Harding, chairman of a
headhunting firm and trustee of the conservative Heritage Foundation, and executives of Tenaska, a
large Omaha-based energy company.
Smith’s largest career financial backers include the Club for Growth, an advocacy group favoring low
taxes and limited government, and agricultural interests like the National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association and National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, according to data compiled by
OpenSecrets.org.
‘Sticks to his knitting’
While Smith is considered a long shot by some, those watching the race believe it could turn
anyone’s way when the House GOP Steering Committee meets formally to cast their votes.
Smith said that his sprawling district, which encompasses the bulk of Nebraska, and his background
as an educator-turned-state legislator prepares him to be a productive Ways and Means leader. He
welcomed his image as the wonk of the bunch.
“My colleagues keep telling me that I’m the policy guy of the three candidates in the race,” he said.
“I embrace that, and I’m happy to talk policy, you know, in relatable terms.”
John Maddux, a longtime friend and backer, said in a telephone interview that he views Smith as a
workhorse, driven by policy beliefs rather than ego.
“He sticks to his knitting, and he doesn’t do a lot of flashy kind of stuff,” said Maddux, who runs a
Nebraska ranching business, Maddux Cattle Company.
Maddux added that Smith has a genuine desire to get along with people and believes he would avoid
a harsh, partisan style atop Ways and Means. He recalled hearing Smith tell stories of playing cards
with members of Congress on both sides of the aisle while they traveled together.
Smith, whose voting record has aligned almost entirely with his party for over a decade, outlined
priorities for Ways and Means that fall in line with top Republican aims, with a collaborative vision of
how to work toward them.
He cited making all of Republicans’ 2017 tax cuts permanent as his first priority. Major provisions
lapse after 2025, including lower individual income tax rates, a bigger standard deduction, a boost to
the child tax credit and 20 percent deduction for owners of “pass-through” businesses that pay taxes
on their individual returns, a popular method among smaller businesses. Several business tax breaks
expire sooner, including an already-lapsed research and development incentive.
“Right now more than ever, we need a tax code that encourages more productivity,” Smith said.
On how he’d approach the 2025 cliff, Smith pointed to former Ways and Means Chairman Dave
Camp, R-Mich., assembling bipartisan working groups to draft tax code overhaul recommendations
during his tenure and urged more informal conversations among committee members.
The next Republican Ways and Means leader will also confront two looming issues that would likely
require backing from both parties to address: Social Security and the debt limit.
Smith said he’d aim to address Social Security’s insolvency, projected to hit in about a decade, as
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soon as possible.
He suggested the solution could be an option proposed by Oklahoma Republican Rep. Tom Cole to
create a bipartisan, bicameral commission that would propose a slate of changes shoring up the
Social Security trust funds.
Smith added that lawmakers should pursue more policies in line with bipartisan legislation that aims
to get Americans to save more, noting that Social Security alone doesn’t offer a very comfortable
retirement.
Debt limit nears
The statutory limit on U.S. government borrowing is expected to come up more quickly.
The Bipartisan Policy Center currently estimates the Treasury will run out of borrowing room as soon
as the third quarter of 2023, after which it will have to start cutting back on some federal financial
obligations. That could have a disastrous impact on the Treasury bond market and put benefit
payments ranging from Social Security to military salaries at risk.
Smith said he’d immediately seek a timeline on the debt ceiling from Treasury Secretary Janet L.
Yellen in January and pursue regular updates from the administration. He framed it as an
opportunity for bipartisan conversations on mandatory spending, offering as an example Medicare
programs that allow more choice along with government savings.
Trade hits home with Smith, who represents a major agricultural district. In his office, commodity
prices for corn, soybeans, wheat and more were scrawled on a white board in black and red marker,
a list updated daily for staff and visitors that reflects how Smith himself checks prices every day,
according to an aide.
Currently the Ways and Means Trade Subcommittee’s top Republican, Smith said lawmakers need to
address trade promotion authority, which expired last year. TPA enables the administration to ink
free-trade pacts that can’t be amended or filibustered in Congress but outlines negotiating terms for
the U.S. Trade Representative's office.
He added that he’d pick up where the Trump administration left off on trade, citing momentum
toward a trade agreement with Kenya and need for more enforcement of trade rules when it comes
to China and Japan, along with a focus on market access abroad.
“Over time, we’ve given so much access to our markets — far more than other countries have given
us,” he said. “So we need to level that playing field.”
Smith had harsh words for the Biden administration on some tax and trade decisions, saying the
administration has had a “reactive posture” in its trade enforcement approach and describing efforts
to negotiate a global minimum tax on corporations’ earnings as dangerous.
Smith expressed more interest in working with both sides of the aisle on how to deal with the child
tax credit, which becomes much less generous after 2025 absent congressional action.
Democrats are pressing to revive their 2021 child credit expansion, which lapsed in January. While
Smith criticized Democrats’ lack of work requirements and monthly payout, he said he’s willing to
hear out Democrats and Republicans who favor broadening the benefit beyond what the GOP added
in their 2017 law.
“It’s probably what we don’t do enough of around this place, whether it’s across the aisle on one
side of the Capitol or across both aisles on both sides of the Capitol,” Smith said. “I think it’s
important we encourage more discussion.”
By Laura Weiss
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Sioux City Journal: Tyson CEO meets with Dakota Dunes
employees as local officials seek to save white-collar jobs


 
DAKOTA DUNES -- As state and local leaders worked behind-the-scenes to try and convince Tyson
Foods to reverse plans to transfer over 500 white-collar jobs from Siouxland to Arkansas, the head of
the giant meat company took questions Tuesday from the employees who must decide whether to
move or stay here.
President and CEO Donnie King hosted an all-staff meeting at the company's soon-to-be-shuttered
Dakota Dunes offices Tuesday afternoon. 
Some state and local officials, including South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, reportedly sought to also
meet with King, but Tyson turned down all the requests, including The Journal's request for an
interview with the CEO.
Noem's office did not immediately respond to the Journal's question about whether she had
contacted King or other top Tyson executives since last week's announcement. The governor's office
did issue a statement about the company's plans.
"We were disappointed to learn about this news, but we will continue to work with Tyson on the
jobs that remain in South Dakota and on future opportunities. South Dakota is the best state in
America to do business; we're working with companies every day to build and grow in South Dakota.
We will continue working with companies like Tyson to ensure that our nation's food supply is stable
and diversified."
King's visit to Siouxland came a day after Sioux City Mayor Bob Scott called on Noem, Iowa Gov. Kim
Reynolds and Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts to work together to keep the Dakota Dunes office open.
"To lose 580 really good employees in this area is just really tough to swallow," Scott said at the
council's weekly meeting Monday. "I would like to think that we have three governors whose
communities are going to be terribly adversely affected by this that they would get together and go
see the people at Tyson, write letters, do whatever."
Getting the tri-state governors involved is essential Scott said, because Tyson "isn't going to listen to
local communities."
"I encouraged the (Siouxland) Chamber of Commerce to try to make that happen and, so far, they've
not be as successful as we'd hoped," the mayor said.
Siouxland Chamber President Chris McGowan said Tuesday the Chamber staff, in conjunction with
our board-level leadership, "have initiated conversations with elected officials at every level of our
government."
"Additionally, we have begun a dialogue with Tyson executives, employees, retirees, and others who
have generously shared their insight and expertise with us," McGowan said. " While we will continue
to respectfully request reconsideration of this announcement by Tyson, we will also pursue every
possible avenue to respect and protect employment opportunities for our citizens in the tri-state
region."
Tyson announced the Fortune 500 company plans to bring over 1,000 corporate staff at the Dunes
and in Chicago to its world headquarters in Springdale, Arkansas. The relocations will be completed
in phases, beginning next year.
There will be no layoffs as a result of the moves. All employees are eligible for assistance to relocate
to Northwest Arkansas. Those who choose to stay will be eligible for severance, with packages







determined on an individual basis.  
The sprawling Tyson complex that anchors the Two Rivers Business Park in Dakota Dunes was built in
1997 as the world headquarters for IBP Inc., which moved from Dakota City to Dakota Dunes. Just
four years later, IBP was acquired by Tyson in October 2001 for $3.2 billion in cash and stock,
creating the world's largest processor and marketer of chicken, beef and pork.
Tyson will continue to operate its flagship Dakota City beef plant, which employs about 4,500
people, and its cold storage facility in Sioux City. The publicly-traded company is by far the metro
area's largest employer.
By Dave Dreeszen
 


Kansas Reflector: Roger Marshall, Laura Kelly stumble while
wading into former Kansas governors’ loyalties


 
TOPEKA — U.S. Sen. Roger Marshall punctuated a speech during a Republican Party campaign rally
by introducing Jeff Colyer as one of two former Kansas GOP governors endorsing Derek Schmidt’s
quest to oust Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly.
“Our next speaker is one of two living governors that supports Derek Schmidt,” Marshall declared
during a bus tour stop in Parsons. “I guess our current governor thinks there’s only one. We have
two living governors that are supporting Derek as well.”
For the record, Colyer is the lone former Kansas Republican governor to officially endorse Schmidt’s
candidacy for governor. Two other former Kansas GOP governors, Mike Hayden and Bill Graves,
threw their influence behind the reelection of Kelly. Former GOP Gov. Sam Brownback — officially —
remains on the fence.
Marshall indicated in his campaign-rally speech Saturday in Parsons that Schmidt had been endorsed
by Colyer and Brownback. In 2018, Brownback left the job of governor to Colyer after resigning to
join the administration of President Donald Trump.
A central premise of Kelly’s campaign has been that Schmidt was too closely aligned with unpopular
policies championed by Brownback, and a vote for Schmidt could be equated to a vote for
Brownback’s legacy. On the other hand, Schmidt said Kelly demonstrated an “unhealthy obsession”
with Brownback’s work as governor.
Marshall’s chief of staff, Brent Robertson, said Tuesday the U.S. senator inadvertently added
Brownback to the endorsement list for Schmidt.
“I appreciate the opportunity to clarify,” Robertson said. “Senator Marshall misspoke.”
He said Marshall’s miscue captured on video was comparable to Kelly’s incorrect statement during
the recent televised gubernatorial debate that the only former GOP governor not to endorse her in
the current race was Brownback. In that moment on stage, she apparently forgot Colyer was listed
on Schmidt’s campaign website among his prominent endorsers.
Emma O’Brien, spokeswoman for the Kansas Democratic Party, said Marshall was merely confirming
what many theorized in terms of Brownback’s preference for Schmidt.
She said walking back Marshall’s comment was indicative of the Schmidt campaign’s effort to avoid
linkages with Brownback.
“This clip makes clear once and for all that Derek Schmidt has Sam Brownback’s endorsement,”







O’Brien said. “Schmidt spent years defending Brownback’s cuts to public education in court, and if
given the chance, Derek Schmidt will take us back to Brownback. The question is: Why has Schmidt
tried to keep his endorsement from Brownback a secret from Kansans?”
During the gubernatorial debate between Schmidt and Kelly in Overland Park, Kelly was responding
to a question about steps a Kansas governor could take to reduce crime when she touted her
endorsements from former Kansas Govs. Kathleen Sebelius and John Carlin, both Democrats, as well
as Graves and Hayden. Both Republicans also endorsed Kelly four years ago.
“If you want to talk about endorsements,” Kelly said, “I’ve got to say that I have endorsements from
every living governor in the state of Kansas minus one — that would be Brownback.”
Schmidt’s rebuttal set the record straight: “As with so many of her budgets, the governor’s math is
off. Gov. Jeff Colyer has endorsed me in this race.”
He’s also endorsed by Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, South Dakota Gov.
Kristi Noem, Missouri Gov. Mike Parson, Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds and
former South Carolina Nikki Haley.
By Tim Carpenter
 


OWH: Nebraska prisons faulted in inmate's cervical cancer
death


 
LINCOLN — Nearly 10 years passed before prison health officials provided a Pap smear for inmate
Niccole Wetherell.
When she finally got one, in August 2019, the gynecologist examining her could see the cancer
growing in her cervix without the aid of a microscope. Eighteen months later, the cancer killed her at
age 40.
An investigative report released Tuesday by the State Inspector General of Corrections faulted
Nebraska’s prison system for Wetherell’s death.
According to the report, the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services did not track when
inmates were due for preventive care like Pap smears. Nor has the department set up an electronic
health records system that could have provided tracking, despite a 2015 law requiring such a system.
“The forensic pathologist who performed her autopsy speculated that a timely Pap smear could have
detected her cancer sooner and possibly would have helped extend her life,” the report said.
Wetherell was diagnosed with squamous cell carcinoma, the most common type of cervical cancer
and one that is highly survivable if caught early. Federal health guidelines recommend that women
age 30 through 65 get Pap smears every three years to check for cervical cancer. State prison policy
requires the same.
But medical records show that Wetherell went from September 2010 until August 2019 without a
Pap smear, the report said. She only got the 2019 screening after asking for one because she was
having abnormal menstrual symptoms.
A nurse practitioner who is the primary caregiver at the Nebraska Correctional Center for Women in
York, where Wetherell was incarcerated, explained the gap by saying the department had no way to
track when inmates needed preventive care. She told the inspector general that Wetherell’s case
prompted her to create a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet to monitor patient visits.
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The lack of tracking occurred despite a 2015 state law requiring the state prison system to “ensure
that complete and up-to-date electronic records are maintained for each person committed to the
department.”
Seven years later, however, virtually all inmate medical records are still kept in paper form. The
report said various proposals and attempts to create or acquire an electronic health record system,
along with the appropriation of more than $2 million, have produced little.
The current plan is to develop an in-house system, working with the State Office of the Chief
Information Officer. Two limited pieces of the system, a behavioral health module and an intake
appraisal form, went live last year. The report said it is not clear when the rest of the system will be
finished or to what extent it will be able to share information with outside health providers.
Inspector General Doug Koebernick recommended that the department provide the Legislature’s
Appropriations, Judiciary and Health and Human Services Committees with a detailed update on the
electronic health records system in November, a recommendation that the department rejected.
Koebernick also recommended that the department cease efforts to build an in-house system if one
cannot be fully implemented by July 31, 2025, and seek state funds to purchase a system instead.
The department accepted that recommendation.
State corrections officials did not respond to a request for comment on the report and its findings on
Tuesday.
Wetherell was serving a life sentence for the 1998 murder of 19-year-old Scott Catenacci in a
Bellevue park in 1998. She was 18 at the time and among six people ages 16 to 20 involved in the
killing.
By the time of her death, she had become a leader among the other inmates, the report said. She
got her associate degree through a program with York College, served as a peer mentor and
volunteered with the service dog training program Domesti-PUPS. In a 2018 TEDx talk to fellow
inmates and staff, she talked about trying to give hope in what feels like a hopeless situation.
By Martha Stoddard
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska prison watchdog says death of
inmate might have been prevented with regular health
exams


 
LINCOLN — The death of Nebraska prison inmate Niccole Wetherell from cervical cancer might have
been prevented if she had received regular, preventive health examinations, according to a state
prison watchdog.
The Inspector General of the Nebraska Correctional System, in a report Tuesday, said the Nebraska
Department of Corrections is out of compliance with a 2015 state law that requires the agency to
establish an electronic health record system that would determine whether inmates got regular
exams, such as pap smears.
Instead, the report said, the department mostly utilizes “a jumble” of paper records that include
“handwritten nurses’ and physicians’ notes, which are often barely legible.”
Nine years between pap smears



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Ftownnews%2Fcrime%2Fcatenacci-killers-called-immature%2Farticle_f75e9c52-8976-11e6-8e4f-97ea956fadcb.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0f4ce5c246344d6c788408daac58d998%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638011794916477106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e0LaqL%2BP4ataAeAOAkN73lqOccNQyM44EEpz0kM6GzM%3D&reserved=0





Niccole Wetherell went nine years between pap smear tests before a 2019 exam that showed her
cancer had spread to her brain, lungs, kidneys and liver and was deemed inoperable.
Wetherell, 40, died on Feb. 26, 2021, at the medical unit of the Nebraska Correctional Center for
Women in York.
A spokeswoman for the Nebraska Department of Corrections said the agency was withholding
comment about the report until Thursday, when a state legislative committee will be holding an
interim hearing on health care issues within state prison.
But in formal responses to the report, Corrections stated that it would have an electronic monitoring
system up and running by the end of the year that would track when inmates are due for
“preventative and chronic care.”
Wetherell had been at the state women’s prison since 1998, after being sentenced to life in prison
for first-degree murder for her part in the slaying of 19-year-old Scott Catenacci.
She was among a group of six people, ages 16-20, who attacked Catenacci in a Bellevue park,
stabbing him at least 57 times.
A model prisoner
According to the Inspector General’s report, Wetherell had become a model prisoner, serving as a
peer mentor as a “lifer” to give hope to fellow inmates in what may seem like a “hopeless situation.”
Her last documented pap smear was in September 2010, which indicated she was negative for
cancer.
She suffered from irregular bleeding in 2015, then a recurrence in 2018, the report stated. After
sending an inmate interview request to medical staff in June 2019, she underwent a pap smear in
August of that year.
The exam and a follow-up exam by a obstetrician-gynecologist found that Wetherell was positive for
squamous cell carcinoma, a type of skin cancer which is the most common form of cervical cancer.
‘Highly survivable’
That form of cancer, the Inspector General’s report said, is “highly survivable if detected early.”
A forensic pathologist who testified at the required grand jury investigation into her death said that
“more frequent surveillance” might have prevented her death.
The federal Office on Women’s Health recommends that women ages 30-65 receive a pap test every
three years, the report noted.
Why hadn’t such tests been given more frequently?
The nurse practitioner, who is the primary care provider at York women’s prison, told the Inspector
General that “until recently, because of the department’s lack of electronic health records, the
facility medical department had no method of tracking when patients were due for Pap smears and
other preventive care.”
Nurse used Excel spreadsheet
As a result of the Wetherell case, the nurse practitioner said she began tracking patient visits with a
Microsoft Excel spreadsheet.
According to the report, Corrections initially responded to the 2015 law requiring electronic medical
records for inmates by seeking to hire a contractor to provide such a system. In 2017, the
department was allocated $150,000 to hire a consultant to help implement such a system.
But in 2018, Corrections Director Scott Frakes testified in opposition to a bill that would have
appropriated another $500,000 for the electronic medical records system, saying it was
“premature.”
The department, Frakes said, was moving toward implementation in the summer of 2019.







In October 2018, the department received responses from 10 commercial vendors to a “request for
information” about such electronic health tracking systems, and in 2019, the agency was allocated
$1.3 million to move forward with the system.
But formal bids to provide the system were never sought, the Inspector General’s report stated, and
instead, Corrections changed course and decided to create its own system in-house with the state
Office of the Chief Information Officer.
A year ago, the department reported that the first components of its electronic monitoring system
were launched on June 30, 2021, but they did not include features related to routine inmate medical
care.
“It is unclear when the system will be fully implemented,“ the Inspector General’s report stated.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: New assistant chancellor position at UNL will lead online
education efforts


 
More than two years after the coronavirus moved classes exclusively onto Zoom, nearly 9 out of
every 10 students at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln continue to enroll in at least one online
course.
The ease of accessing an online course and the utility of doing so has boosted the number of credit
hours UNL students are taking each semester and helped push the four-year graduation rate to its
highest level in a decade.
UNL will aim to build on those successes by creating a new administrative position to work with
faculty, staff and administrators to develop credit and non-credit programs, identify new market
areas and grow enrollment.
The inaugural assistant vice chancellor for digital and online learning — a job description was posted
last week — will also create opportunities for learners of all ages, said Katherine Ankerson, who
started as UNL’s executive vice chancellor in January.
That means creating online courses for high school students seeking to earn college credit, ensuring
the online course catalog is robust enough to meet the needs of UNL's students seeking to earn
credit over the summer, and developing offerings for individuals in the workforce seeking to acquire
new skills, Ankerson added.
“I want to see somebody who is entrepreneurial and collaborative, who has a strong background in
developing online programs and understands the needs of diverse students,” she said.
The move to hire “a champion of digital and online learning,” according to the job posting, comes
after the University of Nebraska opted to shut down its systemwide online education program
earlier this year.
After starting with a single online degree program in 2007, the University of Nebraska Online
Worldwide — later shortened to NU Online — was offering 34 undergraduate and 121 graduate
programs by 2020.
NU Online enrolled 5,500 Nebraskans and 8,000 others from every state in the U.S. during the height
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
But, as online programs took off at other colleges and universities across the country, and with a







limited budget, Mary Niemiec, associate vice president for digital education, told the NU Board of
Regents in December 2020 she anticipated growth would slow through 2025.
“The challenge has always been how to make us stand out,” Niemiec told board members at the
time. “We don’t have the money to throw at the wall and see what sticks.”
As part of its effort to trim $43 million from its budget in response to the fiscal challenges created by
the pandemic, administrators opted to close NU Online.
Doing so cut eight positions from Varner Hall; one of those individuals was rehired in another open
position at NU, spokeswoman Melissa Lee said. Two additional staff members resigned.
NU then moved the online education initiative to the campuses, which have the advantage of built-
in branding, and where decisions can be made in conjunction with college deans, members of the
faculty, student service offices and other departments, Lee said.
“It was an opportunity to think about the best approach for online learning and what makes the
most sense at the system level and at the campus level,” Lee said. “This is an area where it makes
sense for the faculty and deans to own this.”
NU’s system office will still offer support and look for chances where each of its campuses in Lincoln,
Omaha and Kearney can collaborate through Jaci Lindburg, who became associate vice president for
digital education in July 2021 after Niemiec retired. Lindburg has a full-time staff member and a part-
time staffer to support online education at the system office.
But campuses like UNL's will have the opportunity to tailor the program to their strengths or shift
quickly to meet new needs from employers or the demands of students.
Ankerson said UNL’s new administrator — a position she said the university views as “essential” —
will work within her office with a keen eye on the future, anticipating changes that will happen in
online education as well as the needs of private industry.
They will also collaborate closely with the Center for Transformational Teaching, which assists faculty
in designing courses using a variety of pedagogies and technologies, as well as with non-academic
offices to provide support for students, and to ensure quality across UNL’s online offerings.
“Online and digital learning doesn’t just occur here in Lincoln or in Omaha,” Ankerson said, “it
provides opportunities across the state.”
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: COVID-19 cases continue to fall in Lincoln but risk dial
unchanged


 
COVID-19 cases fell again last week in Lancaster County, continuing a weekslong trend.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported 185 documented cases for the week that
ended Saturday, down slightly from 200 the previous week.
It was the sixth straight weekly decline in the official case count and the first time the weekly total
came in below 200 since the week ending April 23.
Despite that, the Health Department announced it is keeping the county's COVID-19 risk dial in the
mid-yellow range for the third straight week.
Health Department officials said other local indicators are mixed, with virus particles detected in
wastewater down, but both the test positivity rate and hospitalizations up slightly. The rolling daily







average of hospitalized COVID-19 patients in Lincoln rose to 35, up from 34 last week.
Local hospitalizations have stayed fairly steady over the past several weeks even as case counts have
declined by more than half.
Local case numbers mirrored a downward trend statewide. Cases in Nebraska fell to 1,028 last week,
down 16% from the previous week's numbers, according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. Nebraska case numbers have declined five weeks in a row and are at their lowest level
since late May.
Nebraska’s case trends mirror those nationally, as the majority of states have seen declining
numbers since July. U.S. cases are at their lowest levels since April. Nebraska’s case levels are 11th-
lowest among the states.
COVID-19 hospitalizations statewide declined last week, with a daily average of 137 patients,
compared with 142 the previous week. It's the lowest number of hospitalized patients since early
June.
Health officials have warned that there could be another spike in cases and hospitalizations this
winter as the weather turns colder and people spend more time inside, and they have urged those
who are eligible to get the new booster shot that targets both the original COVID-19 virus and the
omicron variants that are currently causing most cases.
However, people have been slow to get the booster. There were 364 vaccine shots administered in
Lancaster County last week, and while that was the highest weekly total in seven weeks, it's much
lower than previous times when new shots were available. For example, when the original COVID-19
booster shot became available just more than a year ago, weekly vaccine totals in the country were
about four times what they are now.
By Matt Olberding
 


LJS: Nebraska to get $64 million from feds for small
businesses


 
Nebraska is among 11 states getting $1 billion in funding under the State Small Business Credit
Initiative, the U.S. Treasury Department announced Tuesday.
The state's cut is $64 million, to be split equally between a loan participation program and a venture
capital program.
The loan program will provide companion loans for up to 50% of the principal loan amount through
the Nebraska Growth Loan Fund. The venture capital program will provide direct investments
through seed and Series A investment rounds distributed by the Nebraska Seed and Development
Fund. The program is a direct investment model with a focus on underserved small businesses.
“This is an historic investment in entrepreneurship, small business growth and innovation through
the American Rescue Plan that will help reduce barriers to capital access for traditionally
underserved communities,” Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen said in a news release. “I’m
excited to see how these SSBCI funds will promote equitable economic growth across the country.”
The small-business credit program has been around since 2010, but it was expanded as part of the
American Rescue Plan Act to provide up to $10 billion to the 50 states, the District of Columbia, U.S.
territories and tribal governments.







The latest grants to Nebraska and the other states bring the total to $4.8 billion in funding to 31
states.
With the $64 million, Nebraska has now gotten $177 million in federal grants in just the past two
months, including $88 million from the Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund to expand broadband in
rural areas and $25 million from the Build Back Better Regional Challenge to establish a robotics
cluster at Nebraska Innovation Campus.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska awarded $35 million
grant for broadband


 
A federal grant will bring broadband access to hundreds of households on the Winnebago
Reservation.
The Winnebago Tribe will receive just over $35.2 million to install fiber directly connecting 602
unserved tribal households, 40 unserved tribal businesses and 16 unserved tribal community anchor
institutions, according to an announcement Tuesday from the U.S. Department of Commerce.
The grant is a portion of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s Tribal
Broadband Connectivity Program. Funding for the grant was made possible by the 2021 bipartisan
infrastructure law. Among the members of Nebraska’s congressional delegation, U.S. Sen. Deb
Fischer and Rep. Don Bacon supported the roughly $1 trillion infrastructure bill.
“We see this as a huge advancement that will open the door for new opportunities for education,
commerce and communication on the Winnebago Reservation,” said Victoria Kitcheyan, tribal
chairwoman with the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska. “The lack of adequate bandwidth was
particularly emphasized during the pandemic.”
The Federal Communications Commission has estimated that about one-third of people living on
tribal lands don’t have access to high-speed internet, but others say the figure is much higher.
Grant funding through the program prioritizes the deployment of broadband to underserved
households on tribal lands, according to a release. It also invites proposals that address the digital
divide, including those related to telehealth, education and workforce development.
The Winnebago Tribe’s grant was one of 23 announced by the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration on Tuesday.
The new grants are being awarded in 15 states — Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Kansas,
Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, Utah, Washington and
Wisconsin.
“Broadband is absolutely essential to modern life,” Fischer said in a press release. “This broadband
funding will finally bring reliable, high-speed internet to unserved areas in the Winnebago Tribal
community.”
The funding announced Tuesday is in addition to more than $200 million in federal funding for
broadband expansion that Nebraska expects to receive through the 2021 infrastructure law.
By Jessica Wade
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LJS Editorial, 10/12: Sasse's resignation makes statement
about politics


 
In 2014 Nebraskans sent Mr. Sasse to Washington. 
Ben Sasse left Fremont and Midland University, where he was president, to represent the state in
the U.S. Senate. 
Sasse was an easy winner in his Republican primary in 2014 and an easy winner over Democrat Dave
Domina that November. 
He went to D.C. a darling of the national media, hailed as the thoughtful and not unattractive face of
a young conservative movement.
Eight years and one Donald Trump later, he leaves, formally rebuked by the Nebraska Republican
Party and chided by the former president and foe after Sasse denounced Trump on a number of
occasions.
"I'm excited frankly about the opportunity to step away from politics and onto a team of big-cause,
low-ego people who want to build stuff and serve students and plan for the future," Sasse told the
Tampa Bay Times. If all goes as planned, he will become the next president of the University of
Florida. It's perhaps telling that Sasse considers academics "low-ego people," but perhaps it's all
relative. 
Sasse is probably not naive enough to believe that leading a large state university in a state governed
by a Trump rival and presidential aspirant in Ron DeSantis won't carry the whiff of politics.
But he won't be up to his armpits in it like in Washington. 
After his party's reprimand, Sasse said, "Something has changed in the last four years. But it's not
me." 
Love his politics or hate them, Sasse's likely departure from politics (for now) probably says as much
about the system as it does him. 
Sheriff's race offers a choice
In the race for Lancaster County Sheriff, voters have a choice for the first time since 1994.
Incumbent Republican Terry Wagner is running against Democrat Johnny "Jay" Pitts Jr. and
Libertarian Conan Thomas. 
Wagner brings 27 years of experience as sheriff and 46 in the departments. The question voters face
is whether we are satisfied with the more institutionalized current system or we want to step into
the future with a wider vision of law enforcement that addresses the needs of all county residents. 
Jay Pitts offers 22 years of experience in a variety of law enforcement fields and some fresh
perspectives on diversity and community policing. 
Under Wagner, the Sheriff's Department seems to operate effectively and efficiently. Pitts promises
to bring fresh perspectives on traditional community policing methods that address the needs of the
whole county.
About our endorsements
As with all of our editorial board opinions, our election endorsements don’t necessarily reflect the
unanimous opinions of our members but rather a consensus. We arrived at this one after reviewing
Journal Star voters' guide answers and our own research. While we consider the board an advocate
for the community, our endorsements, and all our opinions, are intended to initiate discussion.
 







NP Telegraph Letter to the Editor: Why Jacobson is best
choice for District 42


 
Elections have never mattered more in our tumultuous modern history. From the White House to
City Hall to your school board, every election has tremendous personal consequences for your family
and mine. Gone are the days of complacency. Our society can no longer sit out and let one-third of
the voting population decide who’s in charge. Our culture, traditions, God-given rights, public
education, financial security and national security are all diminishing before our very eyes. What we
have long enjoyed as a state and nation is going away and will continue so if we don’t all engage in
our leadership selection process.
Our District 42 legislative race is a great opportunity for west central Nebraskans to vote to do
something about the very concerns you see in the news. My homework has led me to the clear
choice of voting for Sen. Mike Jacobson to continue representing and defending us in our State
Capitol. Here’s why:
Our highly respected Gov. Pete Ricketts interviewed both District 42 candidates in February and
chose Mike as the most qualified for the job. Ricketts has been an exceptional leader, and his
appointment of Mike to the Legislature is a major endorsement that all should consider.
Mike is a successful entrepreneur. He has spent his life building a successful business in the private
sector. Try it — it’s not easy. Folks who have that hard-earned experience tend to apply that same
leadership approach in the public sector.
Track record: Look at Mike’s voting record from this year’s legislative session. Do your research; it
was consistently, fiercely conservative. He will continue to protect unborn children, cut taxes,
protect gun rights and make sure our district receives its fair share of state funding.
Make sure you’re registered to vote, find out when and where, and just get it done! Let’s continue
to harness Mike’s experience and desire to protect our values. Vote for Sen. Mike Jacobson and let
him continue fighting for us!
David P. Huebner, North Platte
 


AP: Labor proposal could upend rules for gig workers,
companies


 
The Biden administration proposed new standards Tuesday that could make it more difficult to
classify millions of workers as independent contractors and deny them minimum wage and benefits.
The U.S. Department of Labor rule, which could take months to take effect, would replace a
scrapped Trump-era standard that had lowered the bar for classifying employees as contractors,
workers who are not covered by federal minimum wage laws and are not entitled to benefits
including health insurance and paid sick days.
The reaction in markets for major gig companies was immediate. Shares of the ride-hailing company
Lyft fell 12% while rival Uber tumbled about 10%, although both companies dismissed the







significance of the new proposal and its potential to affect their business.
In one key change, employers are required to consider whether the work provided is an integral part
of their business. That could affect app-based companies that rely almost entirely on freelance
workers to provide their services. The Trump-era rule had narrowed that criteria to whether the
work in part of an integrated unit of production, and gave more weight to other considerations such
as the worker's opportunity to make a profit or loss.
The new rule directs employers to consider six criteria for determining whether a worker is an
employee or a contractor, without predetermining whether one outweighs the other. The criteria
also include the degree of control by the employer, whether the work requires special skills, the
degree of permanence of the relationship between worker and employer and the investment a
worker makes, such as car payments.
The rule, however, does not carry the same weight as a law passed by Congress or state legislatures,
nor does it specify whether any specific company or industry should reclassify their workers. Rather,
it offers an interpretation of who should qualify for protections under the 1938 Fair Labor Standards
Act.
The rule could bolster labor advocates seeking to challenge worker classification in courts, or state
lawmakers seeking to pass stricter laws for designating workers as contractors, said Patricia Campos-
Medina, executive director of the Worker Institute at Cornell University’s School of Industrial and
Labor Relations.
“It creates a base from which to work and it discourages predatory companies that want to lower
their costs by denying basic rights to their employees,” said Campos-Medina.
Still, there is room for interpretation since some companies might meet one set of criteria for
contractor designation, but not others.
“I don't think it will stop the debate," Campos-Medina said. “The only thing the federal rule does is it
creates a basic standard for evaluation.”
The Labor Department said misclassifying workers as independent contractors denies those workers
protections under federal labor standards, promotes wage theft, allows certain employers to gain an
unfair advantage over businesses, and hurts the economy.
“While independent contractors have an important role in our economy, we have seen in many
cases that employers misclassify their employees as independent contractors, particularly among
our nation’s most vulnerable workers,” said Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh in a prepared
statement.
Wedbush analyst Dan Ives said the proposal would constitute a major change for workers and
employers from previous years.
“A classification to employees would essentially throw the business model upside down and cause
some major structural changes if this holds,” Ives wrote.
But both Uber and Lyft dismissed the potential impact of the new rule.
“Today’s proposed rule takes a measured approach, essentially returning us to the Obama era,
during which our industry grew exponentially” CR Wooters, head of federal affairs at Uber, said in a
statement.
In a blog post, Lyft said the company had expected this change since the start of the Biden
administration.
“Importantly this rule: Does not reclassify Lyft drivers as employees. Does not force Lyft to change
our business model,” the company said.
The new rule is subject to a 45-day period ending Nov. 28 during which stakeholders can submit







comments, and may not take effect for months.
Gig economy giants have weathered past attempts in the U.S. to require their drivers to be classified
as employees.
In 2020, California voters overwhelmingly approved a proposition to exempt drivers for app-based
companies from a state law requiring them to be designated as employees. Uber, Lyft and other
companies had spent $200 million campaigning in favor of the proposition. However, a judge struck
down the ballot measure as unconstitutional last year, setting up a legal fight that could end up in
the California Supreme Court.
App-based companies have long argued that their workers want the flexibility to set their own hours
as contract workers.
Beyond gig workers, the new law has the potential to change the circumstances of millions of
custodians, truck drivers, waiters, construction workers and others, according to the Labor
Department.
Workers themselves are divided over the debate. In California, for example, hundreds of port truck
drivers seeking to preserve their independent contractor status shut down operations in the Port of
Oakland last summer to protest the state's gig workers law. But other truckers have successfully
fought to force their companies to classify them as employees with full benefits.
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AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Oct 2022 7.42 50.00 11:27
Corn Dec 2022 7.46 54.00 11:27
Milo Oct 2022 6.87 -5.00 11:27
Milo Oct 2023 5.56 -75.00 11:27
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.22 -65.00 11:27
Soybeans Oct 2023 12.80 -80.00 11:27
Wheat Oct 2022 8.92 -75.00 11:27
Wheat Jul 2023 8.71 -80.00 11:27
 
TV and Radio
10/11: Despite contentious debate, research shows impacts of voter ID laws are minimal on both
sides
KMTV: One political action committee is spending big on Nebraska elections, but you probably
haven't heard of them
NTV: Gothenburg Public Schools debuts brand new $100,000 fitness center
KNOP: $100K fitness center awarded to Gothenburg elementary school (no video)
KCAU: Tyson CEO speaks with 2 Siouxland governors about company relocation
KLKN: Poll shows Pillen ahead of Blood in Nebraska gubernatorial race
KLKN: What should Nebraska do with $5.2 million in unspent COVID relief?
KETV: Lawmakers call for pay hikes to solve growing prison health care vacancies
NPM: In polling and money Pillen leads Blood. But race could be closer than expected (no video)
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts gives $314K to new PAC targeting GOP lawmaker running for Nebraska regent
OWH: Ricketts' cabinet member to depart after more than 2 decades in Nebraska government
LJS: Key gubernatorial adviser leaving Nebraska government post
Nebraska Examiner: Legion members protest pardon for fellow veteran for ‘heinous’ sex assault
Lexington CH: Gothenburg Public Schools cuts ribbon with Jake Steinfeld to open new “Don’t Quit”
fitness center
NP Telegraph: NP Chamber members celebrate a memorable economic year
Sioux City Journal: UPDATED: Tyson CEO met with Dakota Dunes employees Tuesday; spoke last
week to Govs. Noem, Reynolds
Nebraska Examiner: Bacon, Vargas debate in NE02 who is more extreme, who is moderate
Political Flare: FAMILY FEUD: First Lady to Nebraska’s GOP Governor Endorses DEMOCRAT in Heated



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C76FBF6314D3411499FEC286DADAE06F-SHELBURN, A

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c76fbf6314d3411499fec286dadae06f-Shelburn, A

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1011now.com%2F2022%2F10%2F13%2Fdespite-contentious-debate-research-shows-impacts-voter-id-laws-are-minimal-both-sides%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8AE0OPXid3hMR6TVQ8%2FS7d6mcv9I2u25l4xnazcfN6g%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1011now.com%2F2022%2F10%2F13%2Fdespite-contentious-debate-research-shows-impacts-voter-id-laws-are-minimal-both-sides%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8AE0OPXid3hMR6TVQ8%2FS7d6mcv9I2u25l4xnazcfN6g%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.3newsnow.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitical%2Fone-political-action-committee-is-spending-big-on-nebraska-elections-but-you-probably-havent-heard-of-them&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5bWEsAP24NTzr02bfcd1LJyqT5vKlIkmQJtZAZkOSjo%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.3newsnow.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitical%2Fone-political-action-committee-is-spending-big-on-nebraska-elections-but-you-probably-havent-heard-of-them&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5bWEsAP24NTzr02bfcd1LJyqT5vKlIkmQJtZAZkOSjo%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.tv%2Fnews%2Fgothenburg-public-schools-students-now-have-a-brand-new-100000-fitness-center&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W7tyBrn%2FoHx2YP8gEgZMIpiTWpuWgpUOodvEcUL6HiY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knopnews2.com%2F2022%2F10%2F13%2F100k-fitness-center-awarded-gothenburg-elementary-school%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a%2BNq3UAz0gnkZvBpqfKW26mAQQzcKMo6QzzwNNpVihA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.siouxlandproud.com%2Fnews%2Flocal-news%2Ftyson-ceo-spoke-with-2-siouxland-governors-about-company-relocation%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VuXvYak2btoYBldLQEfgepLWrIA2fnFcjaZXvt6CzCM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.klkntv.com%2Fpoll-shows-pillen-ahead-of-blood-in-nebraska-gubernatorial-race%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hsXEIlwSg7osgyKtBSrqL1Xacy7Dw7Ft2ELvDIG2BFg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.klkntv.com%2Fwhat-should-nebraska-do-with-5-2-million-in-unspent-covid-relief%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cK9P7zC7kI0ZRsqt8%2FeSQX%2B0vzzJ9fsJxtTmkeDWnsI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ketv.com%2Farticle%2Fnebraska-lawmakers-call-for-pay-hikes-solve-growing-prison-health-care-vacancies%2F41617597&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373006802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CcXvMfneUjUYkxPrj5M2r9XBYmX%2BrZKKsPmxYK4h5gw%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskapublicmedia.org%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fnews-articles%2Fin-polling-and-money-pillen-leads-blood-but-race-could-be-closer-than-expected%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca76a0d57061241a7d99d08daae02ce09%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638013624373163185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kL3qCkvr9TbP3zlRveym%2BSi4kx9lqh3MGLsCjjNjFtQ%3D&reserved=0





Congressional Race
 
State Capitol
Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska officials reveal new hotline for human trafficking
 
Agency
OWH: Staffing shortages leave behavioral health services in Nebraska prisons 'at tipping point'
 
State, Local and Regional
Flatwater Free Press: Small-town Nebraska has a poverty problem. Three towns are trying to solve it.
LJS: Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana drops lawsuit to block petition signature requirement
OWH: CHI Health's parent acknowledges ransomware attack
OWH: Bacon and Vargas clash over abortion rights, student debt in first debate
 
Opinion
OWH Public Pulse


1. Vague language
2. Neary support
3. Candidate selection
4. District 8 race
5. Football grumblings
6. Blood support
7. Correlation is not causation
8. Immigration reform


LJS Editorial, 10/14: Races offer solid choices, real contrasts
LJS Local View: What 'detox' is, isn't
LJS Letters


1. Political pot and candidate kettle
2. Why make voting harder?
3. Vote for change; vote for Blood
4. Raikes' expertise is unparalleled
5. Pitts is what county needs now
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OWH: Ricketts gives $314K to new PAC targeting GOP
lawmaker running for Nebraska regent


 
LINCOLN — A new political action committee has emerged in Nebraska with the backing of Gov. Pete







Ricketts, and its first move took aim at an outgoing GOP state lawmaker.
Ricketts last month gave $314,000 to the group, dubbed the Nebraska Future Action Fund, making
him the PAC’s first and only donor, according to the latest filings from the Nebraska Accountability
and Disclosure Commission. The only expenditure the group documented in its filing was roughly
$51,000 to oppose outgoing State Sen. Matt Williams’ campaign for a seat on the University of
Nebraska Board of Regents.
Little is known about this new PAC. Its website hasn’t officially launched, and the group didn’t
respond to requests for comment. Neither did Ricketts. Both Williams and his opponent Kathy
Wilmot said they knew nothing about the PAC’s goals.
More than $51,000 is a lot to spend on a regents race. Wilmot herself has only brought in roughly
$50,000 in contributions this year — $10,000 of which came as a direct donation from Ricketts,
according to her latest campaign filings. Williams has gathered about $96,000 in the same period.
Wilmot, of Beaver City, has the support of several other big-name Nebraska politicians and political
groups, including the state GOP, former Gov. Kay Orr and former Republican gubernatorial candidate
Charles W. Herbster. Regents races are nonpartisan, though both candidates are registered
Republicans.
Wilmot said she’s earned this support by being a familiar face in Nebraska politics for about 30 years.
She served on the State Board of Education for eight years, during which she said she developed a
track record of voting to support conservative values. She said Williams doesn’t have the same
consistency in his voting record.
Williams, a banker from Gothenburg, claims the $51,000 was largely spent on radio attack ads that
paint him as a “liberal RINO,” which stands for “Republicans In Name Only.” Williams said his history
in the Nebraska Legislature proves he has supported conservative policies like tax relief, abortion
restrictions and increasing gun access.
“And those are the real facts,” Williams said.
Williams got crosswise with Ricketts over several issues during their overlapping time in office.
Williams voted to override Ricketts’ vetoes on bills raising the gas tax to fund highway construction,
repealing the death penalty and granting driver’s licenses and, later, professional and commercial
licenses, to recipients of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, known as DACA. Voters
reinstated the death penalty after a referendum petition funded in part by Ricketts put the issue on
the ballot.
Williams said what he believed was best for his constituents sometimes differed from Ricketts’
views, but Williams argued that he had the authority to make those decisions as a member of the
policy-making branch of state government. He said it is “discouraging” to see attack ads become an
increasingly common feature of Nebraska elections.
Ricketts routinely uses his wealth to influence political races in his home state. Earlier this year, he
contributed nearly $1.28 million to Conservative Nebraska, a PAC that ran advertisements opposing
Herbster and Sen. Brett Lindstrom — two Republican candidates for governor who challenged
Ricketts’ preferred candidate, and the eventual winner of the primary, Jim Pillen.
But he’s not the only wealthy Nebraska political figure exerting financial force on the state’s
politics. Herbster announced he was forming the Nebraska First PAC back in August. The PAC’s two
main priorities are: opposing secret ballot voting to determine leadership roles in the Nebraska
Legislature, and supporting permitless carry of concealed firearms, often called “constitutional
carry.”
Williams called this trend “disturbing,” but acknowledged it was allowed under state law. He
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encouraged voters to do their own research, and not believe all the claims made in attack ads from
PACs.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Ricketts' cabinet member to depart after more than 2
decades in Nebraska government


 
LINCOLN — A senior cabinet official whose service has spanned more than two decades and multiple
administrations is leaving her post in Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts’ office.
Ricketts announced in a Thursday press release that Lauren Hill Kintner, director of the governor’s
policy and research office, has taken another role outside of state government and is leaving after
nearly 24 years in that job. Her position will be vacant as of Oct. 24, and Ricketts did not say whom
he would appoint to replace her. He called her a valued adviser.
“I look forward to what’s next for her,” the governor said.
During her career, Kintner served as lead policy adviser and legal counsel to Ricketts, along with
former governors Dave Heineman and Mike Johanns. Throughout that time, Kintner led efforts on
tax relief, limiting state spending, expanding support for veterans and law enforcement, and cutting
regulations for Nebraska businesses.
Prior to working in the Governor’s Office, Kintner served as an assistant attorney in then-Attorney
General Don Stenberg’s administration for more than five years.
Ricketts, whose tenure as governor will end in January, said Kintner’s contributions “will be felt for
generations to come.”
“It has been an immense honor and privilege to hold this position of public trust and responsibility,”
Kintner said in the press release. “I will always value the many special people with whom I’ve had the
opportunity to work in the Nebraska State Capitol.”
By Erin Bamer
 


LJS: Key gubernatorial adviser leaving Nebraska government
post


 
Lauren Kintner, a key figure in the Ricketts administration who played a major role in legislative
relations, will leave state government later this month after 24 years as a member of the governor's
cabinet in Nebraska.
Kintner served as lead policy adviser and legal counsel to Gov. Pete Ricketts and his two
predecessors, Govs. Dave Heineman and Mike Johanns, holding the position of director of the
governor's policy research office.
In that role, Kintner has been a key figure in working with members of the Legislature on behalf of
the governor.
"She has helped the executive branch advocate for sound policy through three administrations,"







Ricketts said, "and her contributions have left a positive impact in Nebraska that will be felt for
generations to come."
"Lauren has been a valued adviser," the governor said.
Kintner led the advancement of key policy initiatives that have led to "ushering in tens of billions of
dollars in tax relief," Ricketts said, while curbing state expenditures, expanding services and support
for Nebraska veterans and law enforcement officers, and cutting regulation for Nebraska business
owners and entrepreneurs.
Kintner's departure is effective Oct. 24. 
By Don Walton
 


Nebraska Examiner: Legion members protest pardon for
fellow veteran for ‘heinous’ sex assault


 
LINCOLN — A group of American Legion members are protesting the September pardon of a fellow
Legion member, saying that John Arias didn’t deserve a pardon for a violent, 1993 sex assault and
that Arias used other Legion members to win the pardon.
On Sept. 19, the Nebraska Board of Pardons voted 2-1 to grant Arias a pardon, a formal act of
forgiveness that allows his name to be removed from the state’s Sex Offender Registry and restores
his voting and gun rights.
The members of the Pardons Board, before they voted, noted the support shown by about 20
American Legion members who sat together at the meeting. They wore their signature Legion caps,
to show their support of Arias, who sits on a state veteran affairs and rehabilitation committee.
Not a ‘misunderstanding’
A former state Legion commander said that not all Legion members supported the pardon of a sex
offender and that the Legion cap is only supposed to be worn at official or Legion-sponsored
functions. 
Beth Linn of Scottsbluff, who served as state Legion commander from 2016-17, also said that while
Arias has claimed the sexual assault was a “misunderstanding,” it was far from it.
“Raping your wife in front of her kids while she’s tied to a bed is not a misunderstanding,” Linn said.
A group of Legion members, including Linn, have planned a “peaceful protest” of the pardon on Oct.
28 at 10 a.m. at the Nebraska State Capitol.
Showed remorse, Ricketts said
Gov. Pete Ricketts, who chairs the Pardons Board and voted to pardon Arias, said in a statement that
Arias has accepted responsibility for a crime committed nearly 30 years ago and “has shown to be
remorseful.”
“He has not had any offenses since serving his sentence and has since become an active member of
the veteran community, helping others who suffer from PTSD,” Ricketts said in a statement, noting
the support by veterans at the Pardons Board hearing.
Attorney General Doug Peterson, who also voted for the Arias pardon, deferred comment to the
governor. Secretary of State Bob Evnen voted “no.”
When contacted by the Examiner, Don Suchy, the current state commander of the American Legion
and one of those who attended the Pardons Board hearing in support of Arias, said that the Legion







does not condone violence but that Arias, since serving out his prison sentence, had been a “model
citizen” and a mentor to other veterans to reform their lives.
At the same September meeting, Earnest Jackson, an Omaha man who has spent 22 years in prison
for a murder he maintains he didn’t commit — and one in which two co-defendants were deemed
innocent because of self defense — was unanimously denied a pardon. 
Now leading a ‘law-abiding life’
“We support him in leading a productive and law-abiding life,” Suchy said in an email. “Since his
release, he has sought only to better himself to society.”
While he said he wasn’t fully aware of Arias’ crime, Suchy questioned whether Arias was a victim of
“overzealous prosecution” and whether it made a difference that he suffered from PTSD.
Concerning Legion caps, he said that they are typically worn only at official meetings but that “the
wearing of a Legion cap only indicates the individual wearing the cap is in uniform.”
“Nebraska Legionnaires showed up to support the individual’s transformation,” Suchy said, adding
that they didn’t have a “vote or voice” in the Pardon Board’s decision.
Broke into home
Messages left seeking comment from Arias, 57, of Grand Island, were not returned.
He was convicted of first-degree sexual assault in 1994. 
Court records indicate that he broke into the Ogallala home of his estranged wife, then terrorized
her with a knife. He tied her to a bed and sexually assaulted while their children, ages 5 and 7, were
in the home. Arias then took the children and fled to Texas, leaving his wife bound and gagged.
 He was sentenced to 15-30 years in prison, a sentence he completed in 2008.
At the Pardons Board hearing, Arias, a former Marine who served in the Gulf War, noted that he has
been active in supporting fellow veterans. He was quoted in a recent Grand Island Independent story
about the launching of veterans treatment court in Adams County as an alternative to prison for
veterans who commit crimes.
Contested his listing
A check of state court records indicate that Arias has not been charged with any criminal offenses
since 1993. But he was very active in filing civil lawsuits while in prison and shortly afterwards. At
least 15 times, he sued state prison officials and members of the Nebraska Parole Board.
 In 2009, Arias, also legally contested the determination that he was a “dangerous” sex offender who
warranted lifetime listing on the sex offender registry maintained by the Nebraska State Patrol.
Arias argued that prison psychologists deemed that he was not a threat to reoffend. Arias did
acknowledge that he suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder, but he said that didn’t represent
a threat to society, either. 
The sex offender registry, it should be noted, has been controversial in recent years, with several
offenders contesting their listing, maintaining that very few reoffend and that the public listing is
cruel, double punishment.
Assault was ‘very heinous’
Linn, and a press release from a group of Legion members called “What About Us?” stated that they
opposed pardons for sex offenders because it is against their “morals and ethical standards.” Arias’
crime, they added, was “very heinous.”
The group, in its press release, asked, “What if it was your loved one?”
The group said that Legion caps should not have been worn at the Pardons Board hearing and that
all Legion members should have been informed before such a demonstration of support was made.
 ‘This was kept pretty quiet. It was not made public to the body of Legion members of Nebraska,”
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Linn said.
She added that the pardon set a very bad precedent.
By Paul Hammel
 


Lexington CH: Gothenburg Public Schools cuts ribbon with
Jake Steinfeld to open new “Don’t Quit” fitness center


 
GOTHENBURG — Gothenburg Public Schools cut the ribbon for a new $100,000 fitness center with
fitness icon Jake Steinfeld on Thursday, Oct. 13.
Gothenburg Public Schools was one of three schools in Nebraska that was selected to receive a new
$100,000 “Don’t Quit,” fitness center from the National Foundation for Governors’ Fitness Councils.
The chairman of the NFGFC is Jake Steinfeld, an actor, fitness personality and founder of “Body by
Jake”, author and entrepreneur.
 Previously, he was Chairman of the California Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports
under Governors Schwarzenegger and Brown.
The NFGFC has already dedicated fitness centers in 38 states. The NFGFC program’s goal is make its
way to all 50 states in the coming years.
 “Each fitness center is financed through public and private partnerships with companies like The
Coca-Cola Company, Healthy Blue’s Affiliated Foundation, Wheels Up and Nike, and does not rely on
taxpayer dollars or state funding. My Fitness Store Commercial provides all the fitness equipment. 
The NFGFC’s goal is to build a nation of the fittest, healthiest kids in the world,” per the NFCFC’s
website.
“I’ve always said that academics and fitness go hand-in-hand and by giving schools the tools, we can
build strong bodies and minds while boosting confidence, self-esteem and focus in the classroom.
I’ve dedicated fitness centers to states around the country and have witnessed firsthand what
happens when a school receives a brand new fitness center,” Steinfeld stated.
The ribbon cutting festivities began in the Gothenburg Public School auditorium where the students
were told about the NFGFC program and that Gothenburg had been awarded the grant for the
fitness center.
Steinfeld was introduced to the students who told them they had chosen to bring their fitness
centers to Nebraska this year. He said he got in contact with Governor Pete Ricketts and said they
were able to bring three $100,000 fitness centers to the state.
Governor Ricketts recently signed a proclamation declaring October as “Don’t Quit! Fitness Month.”
During “Don’t Quit! Fitness Month,” families and communities are encouraged to renew their
commitment to making physical activity and healthy eating part of their children's daily lives.
There were 155 schools across Nebraska that submitted videos to the NFCFC to show that they
should be the recipient for one of the fitness centers.
 Steinfeld said Gothenburg’s video submission as, “very interesting,” and quipped that, “the comedy
was well…the comedy.” He added, “You guys did a great job.”
Members of the non-profit foundation, The Berg, worked with Gothenburg Public Schools to put the
application video together. Several other residents offered their time and talents to create the video.
Steinfeld later held a video chat with the group comprised of community members, school staff and







students. Steinfeld asked everyone to be ready to take notes and after a long pause he revealed the
real reason, Gothenburg had won.
The room exploded with cheers.
The students themselves erupted on Thursday with applause when Steinfeld said that Gothenburg
was one of the recipients of the new fitness centers.
“Physical activity and exercise have been shown to help prevent and treat more than 40 chronic
diseases, enhance individual health and quality of life and reduce health care costs.  In schools,
physical activity and exercise have been shown to improve academic achievement, increase
confidence and self-esteem, reduce discipline problems, cut absenteeism and foster better
interpersonal relationships,” the NFGFC states and Steinfeld said the same to the students.
“I love three things,” Steinfeld said, “health, hope and family,”
He said it’s important for students to have hope, to know even on bad days, better days will come.
He said that if someone has their health, they have their life available to them. Steinfeld said that
family can come from blood relatives, their friend group or their school family; he said it’s important
that someone always has their back.
Steinfeld said exercise can be the means for students to earn more self-esteem and put them in a
place where they can do well academically and succeed at what they set their minds to in life.
The ribbon cutting was held in front of the new fitness center in Gothenburg Elementary.
Allison Jonas, Superintendent, Gothenburg Public Schools said “This opportunity will allow our fourth
through eighth grade students to use the fitness equipment and facilities that are geared toward
their body size. This is very unique for them.”
Bryson Mahlberg, Gothenburg Public School PE teacher said of the fitness center, “The cool thing
about it is that you don’t have to be one grade or doing sports to use it. It will really affect every kid
in our elementary. The options are endless with it; we can be creative as much as possible. The kids
are really excited to use it.”
About The National Foundation for Governors’ Fitness Councils
The National Foundation for Governors’ Fitness Councils (NFGFC) seeks to encourage and reward
innovation in the field of youth fitness by awarding fitness centers to schools that use new and
unique methods to promote student physical activity and wellness. The NFGFC envisions a fitness
center in every school in the U.S., helping to build a nation that—through innovation and a “DON’T
QUIT!” attitude—boasts the fittest kids in the world.
By Brian Neben
 


NP Telegraph: NP Chamber members celebrate a memorable
economic year


 
North Platte’s many economic development milestones of 2022 were reflected throughout
Thursday’s North Platte Area Chamber & Development Corp. annual meeting.
The evening’s awards and main speeches celebrated young and veteran community leaders alike,
not to mention headliner projects as large as Sustainable Beef LLC and as compact as Venue 304, the
meeting’s host site.
Anthony Goins, director of the Nebraska Department of Economic Development, heaped praise on







North Platte for its ongoing economic progress while encouraging local leaders and chamber
members not to let up.
“This is North Platte, epicenter of economic development for the entire state of Nebraska,” he said.
“You have the ability to influence east Nebraska, west Nebraska, north Nebraska and south
Nebraska, because this is North Platte.”
Chamber President and CEO Gary Person said North Platte has much to be proud of as it looks back
at the year after Gov. Pete Ricketts named the city Nebraska’s 2021 Showcase Community.
It included not just Sustainable Beef’s formal construction launch last week but progress in setting
up an industrial “rail park” outside Hershey, the continued transformation of North Platte’s 1972
mall into District 177 and a rapid petition drive that put North Platte Recreation Complex upgrades
before voters next month.
“We’ve got our work cut out for us, but many communities would be envious to be in our position,”
Person said while giving his annual report.
Brandon Jones, owner of Beveridge Well Drilling, handed over the chamber’s board chairmanship to
North Platte lawyer Bill Troshynski after handing out the 2022 chamber awards.
The last one, for the chamber’s Economic Development Partner of the Year, went jointly to DED, the
city of North Platte, Lincoln County and the Nebraska Legislature for their roles in helping the
Sustainable Beef and rail-park projects become reality.
Goins, who accepted DED’s award, used his keynote address to present his department’s five
statewide goals and urge North Platte to pursue them in building on its economic successes.
Nebraska can capitalize on its own post-COVID-19 economic strength by retaining and acquiring
talent, expanding in-state firms, luring out-of-state firms that offer good-paying jobs, aggressively
building more housing and upgrading broadband infrastructure, he said.
“As leaders, we must recognize talent deeper in the pipeline and get them engaged in our workforce
so they stay here in North Platte and they don’t go to other places,” Goins said.
But he also urged North Platte leaders to remember the importance not just of leadership but also
of “economic inclusion” of all Nebraskans, relationships, trust and finally kindness.
“Kindness matters, because you can be competitive, you can operate in a competitive environment,
but you can still be kind to people,” he said. “It’s what happens here in our state.”
Other chamber 2022 award winners recognized Thursday were:
Business Member of the Year: Venue 304, developed by Hirschfeld’s partners Alan Hirschfeld and
Abbie Pack in the former Sears building at East Fifth and Bailey streets.
New Business of the Year: North 40 Chophouse, owned and spearheaded by returning native Rex
Hansen in the remodeled S&R Service Station building at Sixth and Jeffers streets.
Volunteer “Project” of the Year: North Platte Area Wellness & Recreation Alliance, led by co-chairs
Leland Poppe and Megan McGown, for developing the current plan to renovate and expand the Rec
Center and upgrade Cody Pool.
Community Impact Volunteer: North Platte lawyer Brock Wurl for spearheading the August petition
drive that secured a place for a proposed half-cent sales tax for Rec Center improvements on the
Nov. 8 ballot. Wurl was the only award winner who couldn’t be present Thursday.
Entrepreneurs of the Year: The joint award recognized three local couples who were among
Sustainable Beef’s founders: Rusty and Rachael Kemp and their Pioneer Ranch in McPherson County;
Kirk and Tracy Olson and their Olson Farms near Hershey; and Trey and Dayna Wasserburger and
their TD Angus operation at the Rishel Ranch south of North Platte.
Young Professionals — Community Award: Eagle Radio and the Schmidt Foundation for their support







of North Platte Young Professionals and local economic development.
Professional of the Year: Retiring University of Nebraska Regent Bob Phares, whose North Platte
public career began at age 28 with his 1968 election as mayor. He was Nebraska’s youngest mayor
to lead a first-class city.
Business CEO of the Year: North Platte native Pat Keenan, who joined his family’s former Coca-Cola
bottling business after college before transitioning into the hospitality industry as leader of Keenan
Management.
By Todd von Kampen
 


Sioux City Journal: UPDATED: Tyson CEO met with Dakota
Dunes employees Tuesday; spoke last week to Govs. Noem,
Reynolds


 
DAKOTA DUNES -- As state and local leaders worked behind-the-scenes to try and convince Tyson
Foods to reverse plans to transfer over 500 white-collar jobs from Siouxland to Arkansas, the head of
the giant meat company took questions Tuesday from the employees who must decide whether to
move or stay here.
President and CEO Donnie King hosted an all-staff meeting at the company's soon-to-be-shuttered
Dakota Dunes offices Tuesday afternoon. 
Some state and local officials sought to also meet with King, but Tyson turned down all the requests,
including The Journal's request for an interview with the CEO.
King spoke to Noem and Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds last Wednesday and offered to speak to Nebraska
Gov. Pete Ricketts, a Tyson spokesman said.
Noem's office issued a statement about the company's plans.
"We were disappointed to learn about this news, but we will continue to work with Tyson on the
jobs that remain in South Dakota and on future opportunities. South Dakota is the best state in
America to do business; we're working with companies every day to build and grow in South Dakota.
We will continue working with companies like Tyson to ensure that our nation's food supply is stable
and diversified."
King's visit to Siouxland came a day after Sioux City Mayor Bob Scott called on the tri-state governors
to work together to keep the Dakota Dunes office open.
"To lose 580 really good employees in this area is just really tough to swallow," Scott said at the
council's weekly meeting Monday. "I would like to think that we have three governors whose
communities are going to be terribly adversely affected by this that they would get together and go
see the people at Tyson, write letters, do whatever."
Getting Noem, Reynolds and Ricketts involved is essential Scott said, because Tyson "isn't going to
listen to local communities."
"I encouraged the (Siouxland) Chamber of Commerce to try to make that happen and, so far, they've
not be as successful as we'd hoped," the mayor said.
Siouxland Chamber President Chris McGowan said Tuesday the Chamber staff, in conjunction with
our board-level leadership, "have initiated conversations with elected officials at every level of our







government."
"Additionally, we have begun a dialogue with Tyson executives, employees, retirees, and others who
have generously shared their insight and expertise with us," McGowan said. " While we will continue
to respectfully request reconsideration of this announcement by Tyson, we will also pursue every
possible avenue to respect and protect employment opportunities for our citizens in the tri-state
region."
Tyson announced the Fortune 500 company plans to bring over 1,000 corporate staff at the Dunes
and in Chicago to its world headquarters in Springdale, Arkansas. The relocations will be completed
in phases, beginning next year.
There will be no layoffs as a result of the moves. All employees are eligible for assistance to relocate
to Northwest Arkansas. Those who choose to stay will be eligible for severance, with packages
determined on an individual basis.  
The sprawling Tyson complex that anchors the Two Rivers Business Park in Dakota Dunes was built in
1997 as the world headquarters for IBP Inc., which moved from Dakota City to Dakota Dunes. Just
four years later, IBP was acquired by Tyson in October 2001 for $3.2 billion in cash and stock,
creating the world's largest processor and marketer of chicken, beef and pork.
Tyson will continue to operate its flagship Dakota City beef plant, which employs about 4,500
people, and its cold storage facility in Sioux City. The publicly-traded company is by far the metro
area's largest employer.
By Dave Dreeszen
 


Nebraska Examiner: Bacon, Vargas debate in NE02 who is
more extreme, who is moderate


 
OMAHA — U.S. Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., and his Democratic challenger, State Sen. Tony Vargas,
spent much of their first debate Thursday describing themselves as more moderate than the record
shows and painting their opponent as more extreme than he advertises.
Bacon and Vargas hit familiar themes from their race to represent the Omaha area in the state’s
freshly redrawn 2nd Congressional District, which now includes Saunders County. About 200 people
attended the League of Women Voters-WOWT noon debate at the Omaha Press Club.
Taxes and spending
Bacon, who is seeking a fourth term, criticized Vargas’ legislative proposal to raise income tax rates
on Nebraska’s highest earners and a vote while serving on the Omaha Public Schools board to let
voters decide a $421 million bond issue for new and renovated schools.
Bacon said Vargas describes himself as a property tax cutter but has blocked several legislative
proposals to ease people’s tax burdens, including to offset property taxes and cut income taxes.
He said Vargas flipped to support this year’s $950 million annual tax relief package. Gov. Pete
Ricketts called that tax relief package the largest in state history.
“He opposed the tax bill twice,” Bacon said of Vargas and the package the Legislature passed last
session. “Then he tried to take credit in the end when he switched over. Our taxes are high today
because of Tony Vargas.”
Vargas, a former teacher and nonprofit employee, defended his record on taxes, saying he has







worked to control spending and balance the budget. He said Bacon is trying to miscast his record of
helping the Legislature cut taxes on Social Security income, offset more than $1 billion in property
taxes and reduce income taxes.
“I actually worked to make sure we can afford and do everything we can to control costs,” said
Vargas, a member of the Legislature’s Appropriations Committee, which sets spending. “I stepped up
to buck the Democratic Party and voted for tax relief.”
Abortion
Vargas, who supports abortion rights, said Bacon has muddied his position on abortion recently.
Bacon has said that while he opposes abortion, he supports exceptions for the health and life of the
mother. 
Vargas noted that Bacon co-sponsored H.R. 1011 in 2021. The proposed constitutional amendment,
which would ban abortion, contains no such exceptions, though Bacon said it would have allowed
states to carve out exceptions.
Bacon said he hasn’t changed positions, pointing to the written version of his 2016 survey responses
for Nebraska Right to Life, when he said he’d make exceptions for the health and life of the mother.
“Congressman Bacon, you are hiding your long-held position on this…,” Vargas said. “This is a
defining decision and difference between us.”
Bacon reiterated his support for a national ban on abortion, one with exceptions, but he said he
doesn’t think Congress would pass it. Because he wants to move in that direction, he said, he would
support U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham’s proposal banning abortion after 15 weeks. 
Bacon argued that Vargas’ view on abortion is extreme because has said he would support abortion
rights with no limits, what Bacon called “abortion until birth.”
Vargas said during the debate that he did not support “abortion until birth.” He said Bacon was
misrepresenting his position but declined to say during or after the debate what restrictions, if any,
he would support. He said he favored leaving the decision to women and their doctors.
“Look, I have a wife and I have a daughter,” Vargas said. “I want to make sure their rights are
intact.” 
Inflation and the economy
Bacon, a retired Air Force brigadier general, focused much of his fire on Democrats’ handling of the
economy. He said Vargas would continue the spending that fueled record inflation. A Thursday
report showed the consumer price index has jumped 8.1% over September 2021.
Nebraskans, Bacon said, can’t afford higher prices for gas, groceries and heating. He said he and the
GOP would fight new spending by the Biden administration, though he touted his work to help fund
work at Offutt Air Force Base and the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
“When the average family has lost 5k in spending power, that is a problem,” Bacon said. “We’ve got
to stop the reckless spending and increase domestic production.”
Vargas said Bacon could have done more to fight inflation by voting with Democrats to lower health
costs, including on health insurance premiums and the cap on insulin prices for seniors on Medicare.
Bacon supported an insulin price cap when it was a separate bill but voted nay when it passed as
part of the Inflation Reduction Act.
“I want to make sure we’re reducing costs and getting our spending under control,” Vargas said. 
Bacon said he would fight Democrats’ “feckless energy policies.” He backs an all-of-the-above
approach on energy policy, including tax credits for wind and solar power and prioritizing domestic
fossil fuels production, including more drilling for oil and natural gas.
Vargas said he, too, supports harnessing domestic energy supplies but said the country needs to







more aggressively address a changing climate, investing more in cleaner energy sources and working
faster to improve how Americans use traditional, non-renewable fuel sources.
Student debt relief
On student debt, Bacon said Nebraska was doing the right thing in leading a multi-state lawsuit to
challenge a plan by President Joe Biden and the Education Department to forgive tens of thousands
in student loans without congressional approval. 
A better approach, Bacon said, would be for Congress to work together to figure out a way to
encourage or allow the refinancing of student loans at lower interest rates. Biden’s plan, he said,
undermines personal responsibility and accountability.
“This will be defeated in the courts, and I think the president knows that,” Bacon said. “It was done
for political messaging.”
Vargas, who said he went to college using Pell Grants, disagreed with Biden’s program allowing such
a wide swath of people to excuse $10,000 to $20,000 in student debt. He said he would have
targeted the debt relief at those who need it the most.
The state senator, who represents South Omaha, said he would like to see Congress work to update
the Pell Grant program to include more two-year colleges and training programs to enter skilled
trades. Bacon agreed on the need to modernize education policy to embrace more than four-year
schools.
“My parents were union workers,” Vargas said. “I was the first in my generation to go to college. …
We need to make sure we’re making higher education more affordable.”
Immigration
On immigration, Bacon emphasized the need to stem the flow of people and drugs across the
nation’s southern border. He said the nation has to get serious about slowing down how many
people try to cross the border illegally if it wants to deal with legal immigration.
Arrests of those trying to cross the border in 2022 eclipsed 2 million people in September, a record
number, according to U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Bacon said he disagreed with Republican
governors on the border flying illegal immigrants to Democratic-led states.
But, he said, the Biden administration relocates people waiting on their court dates to other states
without telling governors and mayors and local law enforcement, straining schools and institutions.
Vargas said public safety along the border has to be improved and said that means doing more than
addressing just human trafficking and drugs. He said Americans need Congress to be more
pragmatic. He said people who have lived in the U.S. for years need a pathway to citizenship.
“Send somebody to Congress who’s not going to point and blame a party or division in this country,”
Vargas said. “Send somebody to solve it.”
Moderate or not?
Both candidates presented themselves as the better choice for moderate voters. Bacon touted his
record in Congress, including passing 13 bills. He said he helped write the House version of the
bipartisan infrastructure bill paying for roads and broadband.
He also worked with the Nebraska delegation to secure billions in flood recovery funds and a new
runway for Offutt Air Force Base. 
Vargas pointed to his work to help the Omaha area receive federal coronavirus relief funds. He has
said he would make sure all of the district has a voice in Congress.
He said he will work with Republicans, Democrats and independents to make sure small businesses
get what they need to grow.
Vargas criticized Bacon for opposing the House Select Committee on January 6, 2021. Bacon said he







supported a 50-50 committee but called the select committee slanted. Bacon noted that he voted to
certify the 2020 election results. Vargas said he would protect voting rights.
On voter ID, Bacon said he would vote to support it, while Vargas said he opposes it. Both candidates
said they supported letting states legalize marijuana for medical purposes. 
Their second and final debate is Sunday.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Political Flare: FAMILY FEUD: First Lady to Nebraska’s GOP
Governor Endorses DEMOCRAT in Heated Congressional
Race


 
Susanne Shore, the wife of Nebraska Republican Governor Pete Ricketts, is taking a decidedly non-
Republican path by endorsing the Democrat who’s running to represent the state’s 1st congressional
district in November’s general election, The Omaha World-Herald reports.
And she voiced her endorsement of Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks by noting her own efforts to
help Nebraska’s children. It’s important, she said, that “those who can’t always advocate for
themselves have a person in their corner fighting for them.”
“During my time as first lady, one legislator has proven that she will always use her voice to fight for
not only those kids and families, but all Nebraskans — that’s Patty Pansing Brooks,” Shore said in the
video, which was posted by Pansing Brooks’s campaign.
Shore is a registered Democrat, so her endorsement isn’t all that surprising. Plus she previously
endorsed Pansing Brooks during a June special election to fill the remainder of Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry’s term.
U.S. Rep. Mike Flood, a Republican, formerly a state lawmaker from Norfolk won that contest. So he
and Pansing Brooks are battling it out to see who will serve a two-year term in Congress. The term
begins in January.
Perhaps Shore and Ricketts are the James Carville and Mary Matalin of Nebraska because as I
mentioned earlier, Shore is a Democrat while her husband is a Republican who supports Flood. Or
maybe their marriage isn’t made in heaven. I don’t know. Either way, the two showed themselves to
be polar opposites during the 2016 Presidential election when Shore supported Hillary Clinton while
her husband backed Donald Trump.
Flood generally paints Pansing Brooks as too liberal for Nebraska’s 1st District. This district covers a
wide-ranging area of 12 Eastern Nebraska counties, including Lincoln, Bellevue, Norfolk, and
Columbus. He’s also a sharp critic of the Biden administration and the World-Herald said he
continually cites House Speaker Nancy Pelosi when criticizing Pansing Brooks.
But Pansing Brooks, who’s a state legislator from Lincoln, considers herself a consensus builder. She
has criticized Flood for his anti-abortion views, including his past support of an abortion ban in the
state.
I’m hoping Shore’s endorsement will give Pansing Brooks what she needs to become Nebraska’s next
representative for Congress. We do not need another anti-abortion congressperson. They are a dime
a dozen. So if women in Nebraska want to be able to make their own choices about their bodies,
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they’d best get out the vote in November.
By Megan Hamilton
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska officials reveal new hotline
for human trafficking


 
OMAHA — Nebraska has a new local hotline for the public to report suspected cases of sex
trafficking and labor trafficking.
The new line, available 24 hours a day, is 833-PLS-LOOK (833-757-5665).
Announced Thursday by Attorney General Doug Peterson and the Nebraska State Patrol, the hotline
is  designed to receive tips on possible human trafficking and quickly direct the information to local
investigators. Reports, which can be made anonymously, go directly to the State Patrol’s information
analysis center.
“Public reports can be the key to saving victims, interrupting trafficking operations, and prosecuting
offenders,” said John Bolduc, superintendent of the Nebraska State Patrol. “We urge anyone who
spots the signs of human trafficking to report it immediately.”
He said the hotline is the result of a partnership between the State Patrol, Nebraska Human
Trafficking Task Force and the Attorney General’s Office.
People seeking victim services are still urged to call the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 888-
373-7888.
The Attorney General’s Office website offers additional information about the Nebraska Human
Trafficking Task Force, including information on how to identify the signs of trafficking and how to
get help.
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


OWH: Staffing shortages leave behavioral health services in
Nebraska prisons 'at tipping point'


 
LINCOLN — It’s acknowledged that a high percentage of the offenders who come into Nebraska’s
prison system are dogged by mental health and behavioral health problems.
Yet of 18 staff psychologist positions within the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services, only
six are currently filled. And all three clinical psychiatrist positions are also open.
“I think we’re at a tipping point right now,” one prison employee said in a recent opinion survey. “If
we lost one more psychologist, things would really start to go downhill.”
State senators said during a hearing Thursday that such behavioral health staffing shortfalls must be
addressed if inmates are to be rehabilitated and the public protected. The lawmakers and others
also offered a common refrain for how to close those gaps: offer more pay.
“We know the formula — it is raising pay,” said Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, chairman of the
Legislature’s Judiciary Committee. “The goal is rehabilitation, not storing people.”
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State corrections officials acknowledged the staffing shortfalls, but said they do take the health
needs of inmates seriously.
“While our health care staff do a remarkable job of managing a multitude of situations around the
clock, admittedly, staffing challenges are a concern,” said Diane Sabatka-Rine, interim director of the
corrections department.
She called recruiting people to work within the prison system “challenging.” But she also said the
state is providing “robust” medical assistance and clinical treatment.
The state is using a number of strategies to make sure the health needs of prisoners are met, she
said, including contracting with outside providers and utilizing overtime.
The hearing came a month after a state watchdog agency cited critical health care staffing
shortages within the state’s prison system.
The Office of Inspector General of the Nebraska Correctional System said addressing the shortfalls is
critical not only for the welfare of the prisoners, but the safety of correctional staff and the public,
too.
Now the inspector general has initiated an investigation to determine whether the corrections
department is meeting the required standard of care for inmates, said Zach Pluhacek, assistant
inspector general. Prisoners are essentially entitled to the same level of care that would be provided
to anyone else in the community.
Questions of whether the state is meeting that standard were raised earlier this week by an
inspector general report on a 40-year-old inmate who died of cervical cancer. She had been in
custody for nearly 10 years before she received a Pap smear, a preventative screening that could
have revealed her treatable cancer.
Sabatka-Rine, a longtime state prison administrator who took over as interim director just last
weekend, said the corrections department is actively working to develop an electronic health
records system. Just such a system — which could track needed health screenings — was required
by the Legislature seven years ago.
Pluhacek also suggested it might be time for the state to have the University of Nebraska Medical
Center conduct an assessment of the level of care provided within prison facilities. Lathrop agreed
and said the Legislature next year should initiate such a review.
Sabatka-Rine said the staffing issues are largely rooted in nationwide shortfalls of health care
providers.
She said the department has initiated targeted recruiting drives, offered hiring bonuses and
increased pay in an effort to attract more workers.
A new labor contract last year increased pay for workers in some health classifications by 30%. The
department also has some discretion to offer higher pay for certified positions like psychiatrists.
The inspector general said a survey it distributed last week also found morale issues among health
care and behavioral health staff.
While most said they liked coming to work and felt safe, fewer than 10% felt strongly that they were
supported by the corrections department’s central administration. One worker suggested the
central office was making clinical decisions without consulting the mental health team.
Another issue causing morale problems is the higher pay offered to the outside providers who are
coming in to assist with care.
One nurse said the staffing agency nurses working beside her were being paid $65 to $75 an hour.
The most recent state labor agreement with prison employees offers registered nurses base pay of
$25 to $46 an hour.
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Currently, only half the prison system’s registered nursing positions are filled. The executive director
of the state employees union said sometimes nurses even leave state employment to take the
higher-paying jobs with the staffing agencies.
“It’s a scam,” said Justin Hubly of the Nebraska Association of Public Employees. “Let’s fix it. ... Pay a
fair wage and staff the facility.”
Hubly noted the state has gone a long way toward eliminating shortages of security staff by offering
pay increases of up to 40%. Now the same needs to happen in the medical and behavioral health
fields.
“When we increase wages, it works,” he said. “I have the receipts now.”
While no one has an accurate figure of what percentage of prisoners have health needs, the state’s
chief justice has said as many as 80% of those in the court system have behavioral health or
addiction problems. Those needs must be addressed, said ACLU lobbyist Spike Eickholt.
“We don’t want them coming out worse than they went in,” he said.
By Henry J. Cordes
 


Flatwater Free Press: Small-town Nebraska has a poverty
problem. Three towns are trying to solve it.


 
From breakfast to dinner rush, Chara Pech stood behind the counter at Burger King. After moving to
Hastings in 2021, she frequently worked 70-hour weeks as a supervisor at the fast food chain.  
With four kids at home, she couldn’t afford to work fewer shifts. Getting a higher paying job seemed
like it would require too many hours back in school. 
“I just felt like I’m always in this predicament,” Pech said. “Just working and working and working.”
Pech’s predicament with poverty is familiar to many Americans – especially in rural counties. Since
the 1960s, census data has shown higher rates of poverty in non-metro regions of the country.
Twenty Nebraska counties had a child poverty rate higher than the national average in 2020. All 20
counties have populations under 40,000, according to U.S. census data collected by The University of
Omaha’s Center for Public Affairs research.
Now, in some smaller Nebraska towns, local community leaders are fighting back, determined to
shrink poverty in their hometowns. Since 2016, three separate initiatives in three different spots –
Hastings, Nebraska City and Red Cloud – have tried to tackle the issue in different ways.
Bridging Forward launched in June with a lofty goal: Reduce poverty by 30% by 2030 in Hastings’
Adams County and three neighboring rural counties. 
It’s the organization that gave Pech assistance in January 2022 after she got sober and decided to go
back to school.
“It took them sitting me down and talking to them about it and showing me that I can do it,” Pech
said.
Today, Pech drives home from 8-hour shifts as a personal care assistant to help her kids with their
homework. Then she stays up studying to earn her certified nursing assistant’s license.
“As busy as it gets I get to remind myself that for the last eight years I was busy doing nothing,” Pech
said.
Bridging Forward has the goal of alleviating poverty, not just managing it. That goal that sets it apart
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from previous programs in the area, said Brady Rhodes of the Community Impact Network, a partner
of Bridging Forward. Program recipients work with staff to plan toward high earning careers with
openings in the area, Rhodes said.
“We have these jobs that are open, that are possible for folks where they weren’t possible for them
in the past,” Rhodes said. “We have a real opportunity to lift folks out of poverty with a little bit of
support.”
Pech was connected to a temporary job in a Hastings memory care facility. She’s on her way to
earning her CNA license, a job that will provide enough income for her to go to college for a degree
in social work.
“I see my kids not being in poverty because I feel like in some ways I broke a chain,” Pech said.
Pech is an early success of the program, but the goal of alleviating 30% of poverty in the area won’t
be an easy task. 
“Rural poverty can be very deep and hidden,” Rhodes said. “A lot of folks are maybe not used to
asking for help and so finding the folks who need the help, who maybe have been in that situation
for multiple generations, that’s half the battle.”
A heightened emphasis on work ethic and stigma around aid in small towns can add a barrier for
those experiencing poverty in rural communities, said Jennifer Sherman, a sociology professor at
Washington State University.
It’s important for people to be recognized for the fact that they want to work and that they aren’t
just asking for help, even when they need it, Sherman said. 
“It’s one of the paradoxes that makes rural poverty difficult to fight,” Sherman said.
Another difficulty of rural poverty is the loss of high paying jobs in small towns. People with the most
resources are often encouraged to leave rural communities, Sherman said.
When Ashley Armstrong moved to the Red Cloud area from Kansas City in 2011, she quickly
identified one reason families with resources might move away from her new hometown – the lack
of childcare.
When she had her third child, the limited childcare options were almost full, Armstrong said. To fix
the issue, Armstrong and several other residents began planning for the Valley Child Development
Center, which opened its doors in 2018.
The center provides care to children from 6 weeks to twelve years, accepts families on child care
subsidies and offers scholarships for qualifying families – making quality child care more possible for
families of low income in the area, said Armstrong, vice president of the center’s board of directors.
“We know that there are more families out there,” Armstrong said. “That is always our goal, to
continue to get families on subsidy and into our center.”
Beyond access to childcare, the center has helped with recruitment for local businesses. Two nurses
with young children told Armstrong they chose to work in Red Cloud versus other towns in the area
because of childcare access. 
In 2016 a similarly child-focused, anti-poverty initiative began in Nebraska City. 
Despite the town’s association with orchards and historic mansions, poverty is prevalent in the
community. 
When comparing the poverty rate of people 18-years-old and younger, Nebraska City’s is 24% higher
than Nebraska’s average, according to The UNO’s Center for Public Affairs research and the U.S.
census. 
“You will see this amazing historic home and you will see a home next door that is probably being
discussed if it should be demolished,” said Stacie Higgins the founder of EDGE Nebraska City.
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Thanks to EDGE, every Nebraska City child has a personal library of at least 27 books by the time
they start the third grade. The program’s work doesn’t stop with book donations. EDGE plans to
reduce the poverty rate in its city by 2036.
“We cannot assume a book is going to take care of this,” Higgins said. “You have to commit to the
full process of here’s the book, here’s the relationship, here’s the next step.”
Twenty years after its founding, EDGE plans to erode decades-long poverty cycles. The program
works to connect Nebraska City students with the community and local resources and encourage
lifelong learning. 
“One of our challenges is people might say, ‘Oh, it’s that book program,’” Higgins said. “We want to
be more than that to people.”
Adam DeBilzan teaches first grade in Nebraska City and serves as a member of EDGE’s board of
directors. He grew up in poverty, similar to the students he now tries to reach through the anti-
poverty group.
“A program like EDGE could’ve gotten us out of that underdog story,” DeBilzan said.
DeBilzan has felt the program’s positive impact as a teacher. 
“Their excitement to read has improved,” DeBilzan said of his students. “They’re proud of their
books.”
According to The Children’s Reading Foundation, proficient reading skills by the end of the third
grade is one of the strongest predictors of whether a student will graduate high school. Nebraska
City’s high school graduation rate is higher than the state average, but in 2020 only 20% of the
population had obtained a bachelor’s degree or higher. The state average: 33%.
“We know that kids that read at grade level by third grade are more successful students,” Higgins
said. “It doesn’t mean 4.0, it doesn’t mean full ride scholarship, it means they’re more confident
students.”
One of the best ways to promote early literacy is 20 minutes of at-home, daily reading, experts say.
That goal previously seemed unachievable for some Nebraska City families with only a few books in
the home. 
Amy Callen’s oldest son Connor was in one of the first kindergarten classes to get a “book bestie.”
Since participating in EDGE, Callen has seen Connor and his siblings grow more interested in reading.
“They not only come home with a book but they’re excited about it as well,” Callen said. 
She hopes the excitement her kids have to read the EDGE books when they get back from school is
happening in other homes across Nebraska City. 
Connor is now a fourth grader and his book collection has been passed down to his younger siblings.
He now participates in Citizen’s EDGE which aims to connect students to their community.
While EDGE works toward the ultimate goal of reducing poverty, Higgins has already made an
impact on Nebraska City students by fostering a love for reading and a love for the Nebraska City
community, Callen said. 
This work – in Nebraska City, in Hastings and in Red Cloud – is only beginning.
“I will know we’ve been successful when I run into a 25-year-old on the street and they can answer
some simple questions like: ‘I graduated from high school, I can provide for my family…, I’m actively
engaged in my community and I’m still interested in learning,’” Higgins said.
By Addie Costello
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block petition signature requirement


 
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana dropped its lawsuit against Secretary of State Bob Evnen on
Thursday, ending an effort to have Nebraska’s multicounty signature-gathering requirement for
initiative petitions deemed unconstitutional.
The dismissal, filed by the ACLU of Nebraska on behalf of Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, comes
after a panel of judges at the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals in August reversed a lower court’s ruling
blocking Evnen from enforcing the requirement.
Crista Eggers, statewide campaign coordinator for Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, sued Evnen in
federal court in May, arguing the requirement that petitions obtain the signatures of 5% of voters in
38 of the state’s 93 counties violated the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment.
Under the requirement, put in place more than a century ago, a single voter who signed a petition in
Arthur County had the same voting power as 1,000 residents of Douglas County who signed the
same petition, Eggers’ lawsuit argued.
U.S. District Court Judge John Gerard sided with Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana in June, writing
the requirement was unconstitutional and granting a temporary injunction that prevented Evnen
from enforcing it.
A majority of a three-judge panel from the 8th Circuit Court reversed Gerrard’s ruling shortly before
the July 7 deadline for submitting petitions.
With the multicounty requirement back in place, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana failed to qualify
a pair of petitions for the ballot, with both falling roughly 9,000 signatures short of the 86,766
needed to appear on the November general election ballot.
The first petition, which would have required the Legislature to enact laws protecting doctors who
recommend and patients who use cannabis for medical reasons, included 77,843 valid signatures
and qualified in just 26 counties.
The second, which called on lawmakers to pass legislation to legalize the production, supply and
distribution of cannabis for medical use, had 77,119 valid signatures and qualified in 27 counties,
according to the secretary of state.
In rejecting an appeal from Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, two of the three judges on the 8th
Circuit Court panel said the right to petition was created under state law and not the U.S.
Constitution, finding that the group’s rights had not been violated.
Earlier this month, the 8th Circuit also rejected a request for the entire court to rehear Nebraskans
for Medical Marijuana’s appeal.
Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart and Sen. Jen Day of Omaha said they plan to introduce bills legalizing
cannabis for medical use in the 2023 legislative session, which will begin in January.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: CHI Health's parent acknowledges ransomware attack


 
CommonSpirit Health, the parent company of CHI Health in Nebraska and western Iowa, confirmed
in a statement that the “IT security incident” that has impacted the health system for more than a







week is a ransomware attack.
Officials with CHI Health confirmed previously that all of its Omaha facilities — including Lakeside
Hospital, Creighton University Medical Center-Bergan Mercy and Immanuel Medical Center — have
been affected.
In its statement, CommonSpirit officials said the health system took immediate steps to protect its
systems, contain the incident, begin an investigation and ensure continuity of care.
The company’s facilities, according to the statement, are following existing protocols for system
outages, including taking certain systems offline. That includes electronic health records. The health
system said it has “engaged leading cybersecurity specialists and notified law enforcement.”
CHI Health officials have stressed that the system’s clinics and hospitals remain open and that
hospitals continue to accept trauma patients. However, they said, the health system has made some
temporary adjustments, including rescheduling and delaying certain appointments or procedures on
a case-by-case basis.
Health systems increasingly have become targets of such attacks in recent years. Cybersecurity
provider Emsisoft has tracked at least 15 health care systems in the U.S., which manage more than
60 hospitals, affected by ransomware this year, the Associated Press reported.
Ransomware criminals increasingly are stealing data from their targets before encrypting networks,
using it for extortion. They often sow the malware weeks before activating it, waiting for moments
when they think they can extract the highest payments, the AP reported.
In September 2020, Nebraska Medicine was the target of a cyberattack that shut down computer
systems for days. Patients were unable to access online medical and billing information, and
nonurgent appointments were postponed.
But the CommonSpirit Health attack, which patients say has health care providers charting on paper,
is proving frustrating to some patients, who report challenges in making appointments and obtaining
prescriptions.
Edward Porter of Omaha, who has diabetes, said he has been unable to reorder sensors for his
continuous glucose monitor because CHI Health’s systems are offline.
Under his employer-provided insurance, the devices are considered durable medical equipment. He
usually gets them at a CHI Health pharmacy that handles such devices. It would cost $75 or more
each if he paid for them out of pocket, an expense for which he hasn’t budgeted.
Meanwhile, he said, he’s back to testing his blood sugar by using lancets to prick his fingers. Not only
does it make his fingers hurt and feel cold afterward, the father of five, who works multiple jobs,
doesn’t have time for the frequent testing.
“It’s nerve-racking, to say the (least),” Porter said.
When Connie Pfeifer of Omaha tried to get an appointment earlier this week for her mother, who
had fallen and hurt her foot, she was told to take the 85-year-old to an urgent care or emergency
room. With its systems down, staff at her mother’s clinic didn’t know what patients were coming in
for appointments.
Fortunately, her mother’s foot wasn’t broken, Pfeifer said. But the process of getting a walker for her
also has been delayed by the outage. Pfeifer said she was told Thursday that the clinic now can
schedule appointments. The clinic also had faxed an order for a walker. Earlier, Pfeifer had to go to
the office twice to get hand-written prescriptions for her mother because the clinic couldn’t send
them to a pharmacy.
A CHI Health spokeswoman said in an emailed statement that providers are following offline
processes to manage prescription medications for their patients.







Patients who have a prescription on file with a pharmacy can continue to fill or refill their
prescription. If a patient is out of refills for a medication, the patient should contact his or her
pharmacy first and the pharmacy will contact the prescriber to obtain a new prescription with
additional refills. CHI Health providers can write new prescriptions for patients who may require a
new medicine.
Patients with specific questions, the spokeswoman wrote, are encouraged to call the CHI Health
pharmacy location they use and speak with a pharmacist for assistance.
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: Bacon and Vargas clash over abortion rights, student
debt in first debate


 
In their first debate, Republican Rep. Don Bacon and Democratic State Sen. Tony Vargas clashed on
Thursday over abortion rights, voter ID and student debt relief.
The two candidates for Nebraska’s 2nd Congressional District kept arguing about abortion rights
even when WOWT reporter and debate moderator Brian Mastre moved on to other subjects. Each
candidate sought to portray the other as having the most extreme position on abortion.
The debate was held over the noon hour at the Omaha Press Club and sponsored by WOWT and the
League of Women Voters. About 200 people attended.
The candidates were asked if abortion rights should be left to the states or if Congress should have a
role. They were also asked if they support exceptions to a ban and who should make decisions about
those exceptions.
“I am a Christian, I believe that God created us, we were created in his image, so I’m going to stand
on principle of the defense of the unborn,” Bacon said.
He said he would support a 15-week abortion ban because he believes that’s what the majority of
Americans support. He said such a ban would move the country “in the right direction.”
Bacon tried to paint Vargas as extreme on the issue, saying the Democrat doesn’t support any
restrictions on abortion, a stand Bacon called “abortion on demand until birth.”
Vargas said he doesn’t support abortion up until birth, but what he does support is listening to
women and letting them make decisions for themselves.
“I have a wife, I have a daughter, she’s 3½ years old, I want to make sure that their rights are intact, I
want to make sure we are protecting their decisions and government isn’t doing this type of
overreach,” Vargas said. “That is important, not only because I’m not a doctor, but politicians
shouldn’t have a say over these decisions.”
Vargas said Bacon supported one of the most aggressive proposed abortion bans in Congress, a
constitutional amendment that would declare the right to life is guaranteed by the Constitution,
including the moment of fertilization.
Bacon said nothing in that amendment, H.R. 1011, prohibits the state or federal government from
making its own restrictions or exceptions and it also does not authorize the prosecution of any
woman for the death of her unborn child.
On another issue, Bacon and Vargas were asked how they will vote on a ballot measure, Initiative
432, which would amend the Nebraska Constitution to require that future voters provide a valid







photo ID before casting their ballot.
Vargas said he doesn’t support putting additional barriers on people’s legal right to vote.
“What we should be working on is making sure that people can vote, who are legally able to vote
that are citizens, are informed citizens,” Vargas said. “That we’re educating them and doing
everything we can so they can make the best decision possible this Nov. 8.”
Bacon said he supports the voter ID measure but will ultimately respect the voters’ choices.
“We do need to make sure that those who have a hard time getting access, we have a way to help
them get that voter ID,” Bacon said. “By doing that, it makes it constitutional.”
The candidates were asked about student debt forgiveness. Nebraska, along with five other states,
filed a lawsuit challenging President Joe Biden’s plan to forgive student loan debt for millions of
Americans.
Vargas, a first-generation college student and Pell grant recipient, said he disagreed with some of
the ways Biden approached providing debt relief.
“I would’ve targeted the relief to lower income families,” Vargas said. “I would’ve tried to reform the
systems that we currently have and the programs because we do have a higher education
affordability problem.”
Bacon said that what Biden did was unconstitutional and that action like forgiving student loans has
to go through Congress. He said he is a supporter of allowing people to refinance their loans at a
lower interest rate, Pell grants and encouraging young people to go into trades.
“This does undermine people’s personal responsibility and accountability,” Bacon said of Biden’s
debt forgiveness plan.
The two men, who will meet in a second and final debate Sunday, also argued about who has the
better record of working across the aisle.
Bacon said he has delivered bipartisan results including 13 bills in Congress, money for Offutt Air
Force Base to recover after the floods, money for the University of Nebraska Medical Center and
several other projects.
“That’s success,” Bacon said.
Bacon said Vargas would be a rubber stamp for Biden and Democrats.
Vargas said he wanted to discuss solutions for solving problems, instead of casting blame on other
people and political parties.
“Congressman Bacon has been talking about the administration or Democrats because it’s easy,”
Vargas said. “Send somebody that’s not going to act like a politician to Congress. Send somebody
who’s actually going to try to unite us more, rather than try to divide us when it’s politically
convenient.”
The general election is on Nov. 8. The 2nd District includes all of Douglas County, including Omaha,
as well as Saunders County and western Sarpy County.
By Emily Nitcher
 


LJS Editorial, 10/14: Races offer solid choices, real contrasts


 
For Lancaster County Attorney, the Journal Star editorial board endorses Adam Morfeld.
Voters are faced with a simple choice for County Attorney – continue the status quo with incumbent
Republican Pat Condon or transform to face a changing community in a pivotal moment with







Democrat state Sen Adam Morfeld.
Condon, who has been a county prosecutor for 32 years, cities his courtroom experience, office
management and work to create drug and veterans courts in his campaign to keep him on the job.
Morfeld, with management and legislative experience, would prioritize increasing use of problem
solving courts, fairness in prosecution and sentencing, transparency and would use the office to
investigate state issues in its jurisdiction because of state government’s operations in the county and
to press for legislative criminal justice and sentencing reform.
Condon has been an effective but very traditional conservative county attorney. Morfeld has earned
the opportunity to make those operations more contemporary and responsive to the county’s
increasingly diverse population.
• • • 
For Lancaster County Public Defender, the Journal Star editorial board endorses Kristi Egger.
Egger, a Democrat, quit her job as a 32-year deputy public defender to run for and bring new
leadership to the office. That leadership would include hands-on work in the courtroom, reviewing
case loads to better serve clients and county taxpayers by reducing the number of cases referred to
outside attorneys, and expanding efforts to increase the use of problem-solving courts.
Republican Trevin Preble is aiming at changing the office’s culture, too, increasing the use of
problem solving courts and other tools to address any client’s mental health and substance abuse
issues and would bring his experience as a criminal defense attorney to the courtroom.
Egger's experience and career-long dedication to the office, however, earn her the endorsement.
• • • 
For Lancaster County Clerk of the District Court, the Journal Star editorial board endorses Troy Hawk.
Incumbent Republican Hawk is seeking his third term as clerk of the district court and would
continue the modernization efforts he has brought to the office, work to increase public access to
the electronic management system and use his background as an attorney in running the office.
His opponent, Democrat Lin Quezner, would work to increase public access, diversity and equity in
the office. But Hawk’s track record earns him the endorsement.
• • • 
For State Board of Education District, the Journal Star editorial board endorses Helen Raikes.
Raikes, a retired University of Nebraska-Lincoln professor of child, youth and family studies, will
bring her lifetime of work on education and child development to the board.
Her opponent, incumbent Kirk Penner, who declined a meeting with the editorial board, was
appointed by Gov. Pete Ricketts and has led efforts against proposed sex education standards.
Raikes, who is running to shield schools from culture war politics, is the better choice.
About our endorsements
As with all of our editorial board opinions, our election endorsements don’t necessarily reflect the
unanimous opinions of our members but rather a consensus. We arrive at them after candidate
interviews, reviewing news stories and research. While we consider the board an advocate for the
community, our endorsements, and all our opinions, are intended to initiate discussion.
 


LJS Local View: What 'detox' is, isn't


 
Prior to the 1970s, public intoxication was treated as a criminal offense. People were held in the







“drunk tanks” of local jails where they endured withdrawal with little or no medical intervention.
Over time, advancements in medicine, the perception of addiction and social policy changed the way
that individuals with substance use disorders were treated. Detoxification has also evolved as the
drugs of use have changed. The increase of cocaine, heroin and other opioids have required
providers to incorporate new treatment protocols.
Here in Lincoln, The Bridge Behavioral Health (formerly known as Cornhusker Place) served for
nearly 40 years as a location for law enforcement to bring individuals who had been taken into
custody under Nebraska Rev. Statute 53-1,121. Civil Protective Custody permits officers to take into
custody someone who is “intoxicated and in the judgment of the officer dangerous to himself,
herself, or others, or who is otherwise incapacitated, from any public or quasi-public property.”
While our community referred to this program as “detox,” this label is not accurate. Individuals
brought to The Bridge under Civil Protective Custody were monitored by staff until a responsible
party could pick them up or until they were no longer a danger to themselves. Typically individuals
stayed less than 12 hours and never more than 24. That is not detoxification.
According to Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, the leading authority in
substance use and mental health, the detoxification process consists of three components –
evaluation, stabilization and fostering patient readiness for and entry into treatment.
The Bridge operates an accredited detoxification program that includes these essential components.
Patients are treated by a multidisciplinary team of healthcare providers, therapists, nurses and
support staff, many who have lived the experience.
Patients typically stay three to five days, and medication is provided to assist them through
withdrawal safely and as comfortably as possible. The Bridge assists over 800 individuals through the
detoxification and withdrawal process every year.
Six months ago, The Bridge announced they would not renew contracts with law enforcement to
provide Civil Protective Custody because of the nursing shortage and because the program, as it was
operating, did not utilize evidenced-based practices. In fact, our accrediting agency, the Commission
on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities would not accredit the program, which impacted funding
and licensing.
We sought ARPA funding from the city and county to remodel the space so that it would meet
accreditation standards but our application was denied. While praised by local leaders for keeping
people out of jail, less than 4% of the annual 2,200 admissions stayed for voluntary treatment. Some
individuals were forced to go through withdrawal without medication and the cell-like rooms are not
trauma-informed. The program certainly did not meet SAMHSA’s definition of detoxification.
Why is it important for our community and first responders to understand what detox is and isn’t?
Because if we aren’t using the accurate word to describe services, it becomes a barrier for those
who are seeking help.
While it will no longer provide Civil Protective Custody, The Bridge will continue to provide
detoxification and withdrawal services. In fact, it is the only agency that provides detoxification in
Lincoln and Lancaster County that accepts walk-in admissions 24/7 and serves individuals regardless
of their ability to pay. The Bridge accepts clients who are using alcohol, opioids, benzos, fentanyl and
meth.
In addition to detoxification and withdrawal, The Bridge provides substance use and mental health
respite, residential treatment and outpatient services. Deeply rooted in the belief that recovery is
possible for every person, The Bridge is committed to providing evidence-based, life-saving care and
treatment to those battling substance use disorders.







Tammy Stevenson is executive director of The Bridge Behavioral Health.
 


AP: Quality of life concerns weigh heavily on rail contract
vote


 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The lack of some benefits most American workers can readily count on, like
paid sick leave and regularly scheduled weekends, is driving some railroad workers to veto contracts
that include hefty raises and $5,000 bonuses.
This week’s vote by the third-largest railroad union against their contract raised the possibility that
a crippling nationwide strike could still happen even though the Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way
Employes Division union pledged to negotiate more before considering walking off the job.
All 12 railroad unions must approve the contract to avoid a strike. Six smaller railroad unions have
now approved their agreements with the major freight railroads after the National Conference of
Firemen & Oilers ratified their deal Thursday.
But the workers with the most concerns about demanding schedules that have them on call 24-7 —
engineers and conductors, nearly one-third of rail workers — won’t vote until next month.
Ultimately Congress may step in to block a strike and impose a contract if the two sides can’t reach
agreements.
The five-year deals include 24% raises, which are the biggest in more than four decades, and closely
follow the recommendations of a special board of arbitrators appointed by President Joe Biden this
summer. However, those recommendations generally don’t resolve workers’ scheduling and
workload concerns, especially as the major railroads have eliminated nearly one-third of their
workers over the past six years. Railroads have been reluctant to offer much more than that board
recommended, although they did agree to give engineers and conductors three unpaid days off a
year to tend to medical appointments as long as they give 30 days notice.
Conductors and engineers clearly have the worst schedules that can lack weekends because
railroads cannot predict exactly when trains will be ready to leave, and because trains run around
the clock. The electricians, mechanics, and other employees based in a set location have more
regular schedules, but they say their work has also become more demanding.
Currently, rail employees can take days off for any reason, but those days are generally unpaid and
workers might be docked under the railroad’s attendance rules. And it’s hard to get paid leave or
vacation days approved unless workers plan far ahead and have the seniority to secure them, so that
makes those kind of leave days nearly impossible to use for a sick day. That’s why some workers
question the value of the one additional paid leave day these contracts offer even though it would
be the first improvement to that leave time since 1981.
“When I go to take them (personal leave days), every time without fail: ‘Oh, the crew supply doesn’t
meet demand. We’re denying it.’ You’ve got to try to plan them in advance — ahead. So you can’t
use those for your sick days,” said Paul Lindsey, a longtime Union Pacific engineer based in Pocatello,
Idaho, who is active with the Railroad Workers United group that’s campaigning against the
proposed contracts.
Electrician Shelly Nunemaker wants to see BNSF ease the tight attendance rules engineers and
conductors work under before those could get imposed on her job, and she says the railroad should
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provide paid sick leave.
“They’re going to have to get a handle on this kind of thing before it gets worse and before it trickles
down to us because eventually there won’t be anybody to fix those choo-choos that people need to
drive around,” said Nunemaker, who wanted to vote “no” on the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers contract but said she never received a ballot. That has her questioning the validity
of that vote because several coworkers also allegedly didn’t get ballots.
The strict attendance policies that some railroads use that dock certain employees points for missing
work for almost any reason have been a key concern for the unions this year because workers can
be disciplined after losing all their points. The railroads maintain those systems are needed to ensure
they have enough crews available, and they say the systems give workers flexibility to take some
days off as long as they manage their points.
The Association of American Railroads trade group notes that rail workers do have some sickness
benefits that kick in after a waiting period of four or seven days, and unions actually traded away
some paid sick days in the 1970s to get better short-term disability benefits. But the unions say the
pandemic — when railroads temporarily offered paid leave for COVID absences — highlighted the
need for paid sick time.
Track maintenance worker Matt Mortensen said that when his three boys were younger, he had to
use nearly all his vacation time to take care of sick kids. Then if he did take vacation, it had to be
unpaid time off.
“To me it’s weird working for a company that is so profitable and not have sick days,” said
Mortensen, who has worked for BNSF for 17 years in the Kansas City area and voted no on the
BMWED contract.
All the major railroads have been reporting sizeable profits and BNSF said it made just over $3 billion
in the first half of this year.
Issues with scheduling and time off have increasingly become top negotiating concerns coming out
of the pandemic, but rarely are the issues as glaring as they are on the railroads. Virginia
Commonwealth University professor Victor Chen said the railroads’ intense focus on a lean
operating model that relies on fewer, longer trains with fewer locomotives and employees has
“made formerly good jobs atrociously bad.”
“Over the years, they’ve laid off workers in droves while expecting those who remain to do much
more,” said Chen, a sociologist who studies labor issues. “They’ve imposed schedules that are wildly
unpredictable because it means they can squeeze more out of each worker. They’ve put in place
insane attendance policies that would never fly in white-collar workplaces.”
The working conditions on railroads have even attracted the attention of top policymakers. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi condemned all the job cuts when she spoke at the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers and Trainmen convention this week in Las Vegas.
“Railroad corporations are making obscene profits on the backs of its workers,” Pelosi said. “You
shouldn’t get fired for staying home when you get sick.”
Lindsey, the Union Pacific engineer, said he doesn’t think the unions are asking for too much.
“We just want our pay to keep up with inflation and have the ability to take days off when we need
them,” he said. “I think that’s totally reasonable.”
 


AP: Fighting food poisoning: Sweeping poultry changes
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proposed


 
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — The U.S. Department of Agriculture on Friday proposed sweeping changes
in the way chicken and turkey meat is processed that are intended to reduce illnesses from food
contamination but could require meat companies to make extensive changes to their operations.
Despite decades of efforts to try and reduce illnesses caused by salmonella in food, more than 1
million people are sickened every year and nearly a fourth of those cases come from turkey and
chicken meat.
As it stands, consumers bear much of the responsibility for avoiding illness from raw poultry by
handling it carefully in the kitchen — following the usual advice to not wash raw chicken or turkey (it
spreads the bacteria), using separate utensils when preparing meat and cooking to 165 degrees. The
USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service wants to do something about it by starting with the
farmers that raise the birds and following through the processing plant where the meat is made.
Their food poisoning target: Of the more than 2,500 salmonella serotypes, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has identified three that cause a third of all human illnesses from chicken
and turkey products. The agency proposes limiting the presence of these on poultry products.
In 1994, the USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service took a similar step by declaring some strains
of E. coli a contaminant in ground beef and launched a testing program for the pathogen which has
significantly reduced illnesses from the meat.
In an effort to curtail salmonella outbreaks in poultry, the agency is proposing a regulatory
framework that would include testing incoming flocks of chickens and turkeys for the bacterial
disease that commonly affects the intestinal tract and affects 1.3 million people annually with
symptoms that may include diarrhea, nausea and vomiting which could last for several days. Officials
hope testing chickens and turkeys before they enter the slaughterhouse will encourage farmers to
adopt practices that reduce the bacterial infection on the bird before they reach the point of meat
processing.
A second measure would require enhanced monitoring for salmonella during processing by adopting
sampling for the bacteria at multiple stages inside the processing facility. The third major change
would be to establish a maximum level of bacterial contamination allowed and possibly limiting the
three specific types of salmonella that can make people sick. Meat that would exceed the limits or
that would contain the types of salmonella prohibited could be withheld from the market.
The FSIS will begin a lengthy process of proposing new rules by holding a public hearing on Nov. 3 to
get input from the poultry industry and others. The government’s goal is to come up with new rules
and regulations that could be rolled out beginning next year and completed within two years.
The agency said it is taking its time to roll out these ideas and get input before establishing firm
regulations. The agency hopes to begin rulemaking in mid-2023 and complete it in two years, said
USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Food Safety Sandra Eskin.
“We know this is quite a pivot from where the agency has been historically and for that reason we’re
trying to be as transparent and deliberative and collaborative as possible,” Eskin said.
Consumer advocates have pushed for such action on poultry products for years. Eskin said the
administration of President Joe Biden is pushing to make the changes.
Seattle-based lawyer Bill Marler, one of the nation’s leading lawyers to represent consumers
sickened by food sources applauded the agency’s action which recognizes that controlling
salmonella on animals before they reach processing plants is crucial to reducing meat
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contamination. He said FSIS should be bold and deem salmonella is a adulterant — a contaminant
that can cause food-borne illness — in all meat as a starting point.
“What they’ve outlined is something that’s really unique that they have not ever done before but it
doesn’t have a time line and doesn’t have regulations attached that would show it’s actually going to
be accomplished. That’s my criticism,” he said.
The industry has been unable to meet government targets for reducing food-borne salmonella
infections for a couple of decades. Meeting the new target set for 2030 of 11.5 infections per
100,000 people a year would require a 25% reduction, Eskin said.
Eskin said the industry has managed to reduce the number of chicken samples contaminated with
salmonella by 50% from 2017 to 2021, but the rate of salmonella illnesses over the last two decades
has not significantly declined. More than 23% of foodborne salmonella illnesses are attributable to
poultry consumption with nearly 17% coming from chicken meat and more than 6% from turkey
meat.
The North American Meat Institute, the trade association representing U.S. packers and processors
of beef, pork, lamb, veal and turkey said efforts to combat salmonella are a high priority.
“We are encouraged to see FSIS is going through the regular rulemaking process. We look forward to
reviewing the proposal and providing comment from the industry,” said Julie Anna Potts, the group’s
president and CEO.
A spokeswoman for the National Chicken Council, which represents the companies that raise and
process chickens for meat said they support efforts to reduce salmonella on chicken products.
“We are concerned that the proposed framework currently lacks industry input, research and data
to support it,” said Ashley Peterson, senior vice president of scientific and regulatory affairs for the
group.
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TV and Radio
WNAX: Nebraska Marks Centers of Operational Excellence
WOWT: Nebraska National Guard to build new readiness center in Bellevue
KETV: Crews break ground on new National Guard Readiness Center
NTV: Some talking about steps to return flowing waters to Platte River
 
Governor
Nebraska Examiner: State Environmental Trust gets earful about high number of disqualified grants
LJS: Barger, Dungan offer stark contrasts in race for northeast Lincoln's District 26 seat
OWH: National Guard breaks ground on new $36 million facility near Offutt
OWH: Top Omaha election official has "100% confidence"' in staff and processes
Lexington CH: Open Sky Policy Institute urges caution with tax receipts, school funding
GII: Friesen addresses Quandt's license plates concerns
AP: Nebraska struggling to OK ban despite anti-abortion history
 
Agency
OWH: Overtime at three Nebraska agencies costs state millions
 
University
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LJS: Courts dismiss Title IX lawsuit alleging UNL acted with 'deliberate indifference'
 
Coronavirus
LJS: COVID-19 cases tick back up in Lincoln
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Wildfire that burned parts of Gage, Lancaster counties was accidental, investigators say
OWH: Omaha tourism rebounded to near pre-pandemic levels in '21
 
Opinion
OWH Public Pulse


1. Ranked choice voting
2. ‘Strict scrutiny’
3. Firearm-related laws
4. Nation’s challenges
5. Bacon ads
6. Nebraska nonpartisanship
7. Intimidated by Trump
8. Pansing Brooks support
9. ‘Qualified’ voter?


10. Government spending
11. Put aside partisanship
12. Voter concerns
13. Rhoades support
14. Nebraska spending
15. Study the candidates
16. DuPree support
17. Non-existent problem


LJS Editorial, 10/26: Violent crime stats useful only in context
LJS Local View: Journey starts at a library
LJS Letters


1. Rape kits should be tested
2. We need more Rachel Garvers
3. Bowers has servant's heart
4. What we're doing works
5. Osborn brings NRD experience
6. Whoever gets most votes wins
7. Don't make voting painful
8. Ogden has integrity, expertise
9. Vest has proven record


10. Vote for teaching the truth


 
National/Federal
AP: Protest ban at Florida university after anti-Sasse rally
 


Nebraska Examiner: State Environmental Trust gets earful about high number of
disqualified grants
 
LINCOLN — A state board that hands out grants for environmental projects asked for comments on
Tuesday and got an earful of criticism.
A trio of testifiers at a “listening session” lambasted the Nebraska Environmental Trust for







disqualifying a larger-than-normal number of grant applicants and, in general, for straying from its
mission to “conserve, enhance and restore the natural environments of Nebraska.”
The agency, created 30 years ago, funds environmental, recycling and conservation projects using
about $20 million a year in State Lottery proceeds.
“The promise made to the people of Nebraska was to help the environment,” said Lincoln attorney
Lorrie Benson. “But there appears to be hostility to funding environmental projects or even the
environment in general.”
‘It’s sad’
“It’s sad,” Benson added.
Karl Elmsmaeuser, the executive director of the Trust, said Tuesday’s session was intended to gather
ideas on whether the rules and regulations that govern the agency, known as Title 137, should be
changed. He said it was not intended to provide responses to comments or criticism.
Phone and email messages left with Mark Quandahl, an Omaha attorney who chairs the
Environmental Trust Board, went unanswered Tuesday afternoon.
One member of the 14-member Trust board attended the session. Jeff Kanger of Lincoln asked
whether “public access” was an important issue when the Trust considered whether to grant funds
for conservation easements.
Easement for trout fishing
Benson said it can be, depending on the nature of the land preserved. She added that it was a
“mystery to me” why the Trust rejected a recent grant for a conservation easement to preserve a
ranch in the Pine Ridge, a project that included providing public access for trout fishing.
The complaints Tuesday appeared to be the latest grumbling about the Trust, which began two years
ago when the board opted to defund a handful of grants for conservation projects and instead send
$1.5 million to finance the installation of ethanol blender pumps at service stations.
A lawsuit and formation of a Trust watchdog group followed. More criticism came a year ago after
several entities that had received Trust grants in the past, including recycling operations, were
deemed ineligible.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, who appoints nine of the 14 members of the Trust Board and hires four of the
five agency directors who sit on the board, has defended their actions, citing the importance of
ethanol to the state’s economy. Critics maintain that grant decisions are now guided by politics and
benefits to farm groups rather than environmental benefits.
46% rejection rate
Among the complaints lodged by the three testifiers Tuesday:


The Trust is disqualifying an unusually high number of grant applications, even before they are
scored on several criteria, including environmental and public benefits, for approval. This
year, 40 of 87 grant applications were recommended for disqualification by a Grant Review
Committee, including, the Examiner learned, grants for recycling programs and preserving
marshes for waterfowl. Last year, 36 out of 118 grant applications were deemed ineligible, a
30% rejection rate compared to a 46% rejection rate this year. Prior to 2021, fewer than a
handful of grants were rejected as ineligible each year. “That strikes me as really strange,”
said Anne DeVries of Cortland. DeVries, a mechanical engineer, has worked as a volunteer
technical reviewer of grant applications — to determine whether a project is feasible — for
the Trust for the past 15 years. She said she found one grant application poorly written this
year, but it was the first time in a decade.
“Climate change” isn’t among the criteria considered when awarding grants. “It’s the critical
environmental issue of our time,” Benson said, suggesting that a project should be graded
higher if it addresses the problem.
The Trust is no longer awarding all of the about $20 million a year it gets from the State
Lottery, holding back about $3 million last year. In the past, less than $200,000 a year was left
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unawarded. Rob Schubach of Lincoln said he questioned whether the Trust was “rat-holing”
funds for a huge project down the road, such as the proposed, 4,000-acre recreation lake
between Omaha and Lincoln. He called the lake “a farce” and “lake booze cruise.”
The public received only a couple of days’ notice for the first listening session in Lincoln. The
short notice — the Examiner received a press release Friday — led to suspicions that public
input wasn’t really important.


Public hearing required
Six people showed up for the listening session Tuesday in Lincoln and three testified. Three other
listening sessions are scheduled: Nov. 9 in Omaha, Nov. 15 in Kearney and a “zoom” session Dec. 5.
Trust officials emphasized that if rule changes are recommended by the Trust Board, they will be the
subject of a public hearing, and people will have another chance to testify.
Elmshaeuser said the comments provided Tuesday, as well at the other listening sessions, will be
considered by the Trust Board when determining whether changes in Title 137 are needed.
The consideration of possible changes began in May, when the Trust board appointed a
committee to look at amendments.
At the time, the board listed 11 concerns about the clarity of current regulations, including the
meaning of grant eligibility requirements pertaining to cost-benefits, environmental and economic
impact and “private benefits.”
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Barger, Dungan offer stark contrasts in race for northeast Lincoln's District 26 seat
 
The two candidates seeking to replace Sen. Matt Hansen as northeast Lincoln’s representative in the
Legislature have both identified public safety as a top issue that should define the race in District 26.
That’s essentially where the similarities between Russ Barger and George Dungan III end.
And even on matters of public safety, the two men — Barger, a 50-year-old Republican attorney and
entrepreneur, and Dungan, a 34-year-old Democrat and former public defender — have
fundamentally different views.
For Dungan, who finished 292 votes behind Barger in second place in May’s four-way primary race,
the issue is nuanced and intertwined with the availability of accessible health care, including mental
health care and substance-use programs.
“We need safe neighborhoods,” said Dungan, who worked in the Lancaster County Public Defender’s
Office for eight years after earning an undergraduate degree from the University of Kansas and a law
degree from American University.
“And I think a way that you ensure safe neighborhoods is by giving access to health care that is that
primary intervention, right? Working with substance-use disorder and mental health issues before
they become a problem and potentially lead to issues that make communities less safe.”
For Barger, a University of Nebraska-Lincoln graduate who has worked in Nebraska’s Attorney
General’s Office and for the state’s Department of Labor, the issue seems more black-and-white.
“Our local law enforcement has been undermanned and underfunded for years, and it’s now
showing with our record crime numbers in 2022,” he said in a written response to questions after
declining an in-person or phone interview, citing time constraints.
As of Oct. 16, reports of all crime in Lincoln had increased 7.3% over the 2021 year-to-date total, an
uptick that has been driven by significant increases in vandalism, shoplifting, car break-ins and
thefts, according to police data. Violent crime dropped 8% in the same period and the city’s violent
crime rate is near its 30-year low, according to the data.
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The candidates’ differing views on public safety issues are only a snapshot of the tenor of the race in
northeast Lincoln, where the political newcomers represent two starkly different choices to
represent District 26.
Nowhere is their differences more apparent than in their stances on abortion, which in April was the
subject of a bitter filibuster in the Legislature over a bill that would have immediately banned
abortion in the state when the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June.
The measure fell two votes short of the 33 required to end the filibuster and the bill stalled. Abortion
remains legal in Nebraska through the 20th week of pregnancy. But the issue has been top-of-mind
for some voters in the wake of the Dobbs decision.
“There could not be a clearer contrast between Russ Barger and I when it comes to the issue of
whether or not somebody has access to reproductive health care,” said Dungan, who does not
support further limitations on abortion in Nebraska and who touts an endorsement from Planned
Parenthood Advocates of Nebraska.
“I think (Barger) has been incredibly clear that he is for extreme bans,” Dungan said.
Barger has not been ambiguous in his stance on the matter. In his responses to a Right to Life survey
of candidates seeking office in Nebraska, he indicated abortion should only be legal in cases when
the mother’s life is threatened. He does not support exceptions for rape, incest or “fetal anomalies.”
“Twenty weeks is too high of an abortion access limit,” he wrote the Journal Star in response to
questions about whether he’d support further limitations on abortion in Nebraska. “By the time
most women know they are pregnant, the baby’s heart has already started beating.”
A McCook native who has lived in northeast Lincoln for more than two decades, Barger has built
much of his legislative bid on a mix of kitchen-table economic issues, as well as abortion, guns,
“election accountability” and the pandemic.
Barger, who has previously said he entered the race after prodding from Gov. Pete Ricketts, wrote
that he was also called to the election over coronavirus-related divisions.
“The politicization of COVID-19 may have pushed me into this. Using overstated fear to manipulate
people is wrong. I still see people wearing a mask in their car, by themselves,” he wrote, taking aim
at Lincoln’s previous directed health measures that required masking in certain settings as recently
as early 2022.
A state attorney who has pointed to his experience in state government as a qualification in his bid
for the legislature, Barger has promised to reduce property taxes — a longtime concern of Lincoln
voters — while fighting inflation, limits on the Second Amendment and taking on issues he sees
within public schools.
Barger, a devout attendee of a Catholic church, said he does not “support schools promoting
comprehensive sexual education and transgenderism to impressionable youth.”
“My positions on abortion, transgenderism, mandates, public safety, constitutional rights and taxes
more closely reflect the attitudes of northeast Lincoln than (Dungan’s),” wrote Barger, who has
received endorsements from the Nebraska Farm Bureau PAC, Lincoln Independent Business
Association PAC and Fraternal Order of Police.
Ricketts has personally donated $10,000 to Barger’s campaign, according to the latest Accountability
and Disclosure Commission filings.
Barger raised $58,121 in the latest campaign financing period, which started in mid-June and ended
Oct. 4, when the candidate had $26,664 in his account, according to the filing.
Of that funding, $33,669 came from organizations, political action committees and other campaign
accounts, while the rest — $24,452 — came from mostly high-dollar donors.
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Dungan’s fundraising — $98,110 in the latest period — has outpaced Barger in the months since he
finished second in the primary. Roughly two-thirds of those funds have come from organizations,
including $9,000 from the Nebraska Association of Trial Attorneys’ PAC, which has contributed
$14,000 to Dungan’s campaign this year.
He ended the latest finance period with $70,687 in his campaign’s war chest.
Dungan is seeking the seat with hopes of being a “bridge builder” and has focused his campaign on
economic growth in northeast Lincoln, mental and reproductive health care access and protecting
the public education system, a position he acknowledged can seem difficult to square with property
tax reduction.
“We have a really exceptional school system here, and people want to keep those schools strong,”
said Dungan, a graduate of Lincoln Southwest High School, where he was a classmate of Hansen, the
senator he’s vying to replace.
“I think people struggle, sometimes, because our property taxes are really high, and we need to
focus on property tax relief. And they see that Lincoln Public Schools are a major component of that
property tax they pay,” he added, calling for the state to pay its “fair share” to fund schools.
A Lincoln native with a Nebraska-shaped tattoo on his right forearm, Dungan said he joined the
public defender’s office — and, now, politics — out of “an obligation to make things better for other
people.”
“That’s very much what I’ve frankly dedicated my entire life to,” he said. “My entire professional
career has been spent trying to be an advocate on behalf of folks who oftentimes get overlooked by
the system.”
Dungan, who touts endorsements from the Lincoln Fire Fighters Association, the Lincoln Central
Labor Union, Hansen and Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird, has faced attacks from Barger over his
recent arrival in District 26, which Barger claims Dungan moved to “to run for the Legislature.”
He first moved to the district in January 2021 but was removed in last year’s redistricting process.
Dungan then bought a house in University Place in September 2021 and moved back into District 26,
where he had already announced his intention to run for the Legislature.
“I guess I don’t understand that, given that I’m born and raised here in Lincoln, and he was born and
raised in McCook,” Dungan said of Barger.
After the 2021 redistricting process, District 26 is now bounded by 84th Street on the east and O
Street on the south. The district stretches as far west as 27th Street before zig-zagging its way
through the Hartley, East Campus and University Place neighborhoods. The Murdock Trail forms
much of the district’s northernmost border between 44th and 70th streets before it juts north to
Cornhusker Highway.
While avoiding the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, District 26 includes Nebraska Wesleyan
University, the Havelock neighborhood, and the business corridor on the north side of O Street,
including Gateway Mall.
District voters overwhelming supported Hansen in his reelection bid in 2018, when he won 72.3% of
ballots cast with 9,046 votes.
Last year’s redistricting trimmed the total number of registered voters living in District 26, according
to voter registration statistics.
In October 2020, there were 10,159 Republicans, 10,326 Democrats and 6,579 nonpartisan voters
registered in the district. At the start of this month, the Republican total had dropped to 8,404, the
Democratic count to 9,125 and 6,094 nonpartisan voters remained registered.
By Andrew Wegley







 


OWH: National Guard breaks ground on new $36 million facility near Offutt
 
At long last, the Nebraska National Guard’s newest and biggest armory is under construction.
Senior Guard and political leaders turned ceremonial shovels of dirt Tuesday afternoon for the
Bellevue Readiness Center, the future home of five Guard units and about 380 soldiers and airmen.
U.S. Rep. Don Bacon, who worked with U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer to secure federal funds for the project,
called the groundbreaking an “important milestone.” It is expected to open in 2024.
“Once it’s built, it’ll make a difference in the lives of thousands and thousands of National Guard
members, for decades and decades to come,” he said.
The new center is west of Offutt Air Force Base, on South 25th Street, adjacent to the Willow Lakes
Golf Course. The 40-acre site is owned by the Air Force, with a sweeping view across the Papillion
Creek watershed.
“It’s literally a beacon on a hill,” said Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac, Nebraska’s adjutant general.
The project has been planned since 2008. Originally it was to be built in Mead, but when Bohac took
over the state’s top military post in 2013 he gave orders to move it to Bellevue.
“We need to be building readiness centers in the communities, not in the cornfields,” Bohac said
Tuesday.
With their slots on the Senate and House Armed Services Committees, Fischer and Bacon got $29
million for the project in fiscal year 2020.
But all the bids came in far above the budgeted price, said Col. Brent Flachsbart, the Nebraska
National Guard’s construction facilities and management officer.
They tried again the following year, with the same result. He blamed the higher costs on supply
chain issues fueled by the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Unfortunately, our timing couldn’t have been worse,” Flachsbart said. “We had to reduce the size
and the scope.”
Guard officials went back to the drawing board. They eliminated a second floor, cutting the square
footage by 20%, to 103,000 square feet. And with support from Gov. Pete Ricketts, the Nebraska
Legislature approved an additional $7.6 million.
The $36.3 million price tag is just a shade less than the inflation-adjusted cost ($37.4 million) of the
Nebraska National Guard headquarters in Lincoln, which opened in 2012.
The readiness center will include office space, a drill floor, a large kitchen, maintenance bays for
National Guard vehicles and classrooms. Its exterior look will be modern and comparable to the U.S.
Strategic Command headquarters about 1 mile to the southeast, opened in 2019.
“I know this is going to be a world-class facility,” Ricketts said.
The Bellevue Readiness Center will replace an armory that closed in Fremont.
The center will be the headquarters for five units:
72nd Civil Support Team, currently based in Lincoln
189th Truck Company, Omaha
Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 134th Infantry Regiment, Lincoln
623rd Engineer Company, Wahoo
192nd Military Police Company detachment, North Omaha
Fischer said the facility will boost a growing partnership between the Nebraska Guard and the Air
Force at Offutt. Just last month, Guard officials announced that Nebraska Air National Guard’s 170th
Group, which supports the 55th Wing at Offutt, would double in size to provide new services.
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“We’re seeing dirt moved, and we hope to see a ribbon-cutting in 24 months,” Fischer said. “I’m so
excited to see progress being made.”
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH: Top Omaha election official has "100% confidence"' in staff and processes
 
In a sign of the times, Douglas County Election Commissioner Brian Kruse summed up his routine
pre-Election Day report to the County Board Tuesday with a message about election security.
“Voters in Douglas County should be assured and reassured that elections are safe,” Kruse said
Tuesday. “They’re secure. We have 100% confidence in our people, our procedures, our products.
And when voters cast their vote, their voice is heard.”
Kruse reiterated what he and Nebraska state election officials have said multiple times about recent
elections in Omaha and across the state, including the 2020 presidential vote. They’ve been fair and
accurate, with no evidence of significant fraud, and the officials are confident about the next
election.
Kruse, a Republican appointed by Gov. Pete Ricketts, and Chief Deputy Douglas County Election
Commissioner Chris Carithers provided the update to the board about the Nov. 8 general election.
Kruse routinely uses the platform to give local voters news they can use as Election Day nears:
Friday at 6 p.m. is the deadline to register to vote in Nebraska. Voters can still register by going in
person to the Douglas County Election Commission office, 12220 West Center Road, in the Bel Air
Plaza in Omaha.
Douglas County residents can go to www.votedouglascounty.com, type in their home address and
see a sample ballot of exactly what they’re voting on, plus details about their polling place.
As of Oct. 3, Douglas County had 358,398 registered voters: 135,105 Democrats, 127,383
Republicans, 88,834 nonpartisans, 5,842 Libertarians and 1,234 Legal Marijuana NOW voters.
People can vote in one of three ways: by mail or drop box, early voting in person at the election
commission office, or at their polling place on Election Day.
Early ballots have to be returned — with voters’ signatures in the appropriate places — by 8 p.m. on
Election Day. Postmarks don’t count. It’s not recommended to put a ballot in the mail after Nov. 1.
The election commission has 13 secure drop boxes around Douglas County. For locations, check the
map on the commission’s website.
Kruse encouraged early voters to use the drop boxes. They’re the most direct way to return ballots.
Teams of election commission workers from two political parties empty the boxes daily.
The election commission office normally is open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays but has extended
hours on some days. It will be open 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 1, and Thursday, Nov. 3. It
also will be open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the next two Saturdays — Oct. 29 and Nov. 5.
But very little is routine about American elections these days, and questions always come back to
election security and accuracy.
County Board Member Jim Cavanaugh, a Democrat, asked Kruse if any fraud had been found locally
in the 2020 election. Kruse said no. He elaborated on some of the measures his office takes.
“We have lots of checks and balances in place,” Kruse said. “We check signatures. We do an
extensive canvass or audit process after the fact. We do tests before we use the machines and then
we do hand counts on certain precincts and races that the secretary of state instructs us to do
randomly.”
An Omahan who frequently comments at local public meetings, Larry Storer, told the County Board
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Tuesday that he believes the 2020 election was stolen and that his faith in government, including
locally, has been severely damaged.
That drew a strong reaction from Douglas County Board Chair Mary Ann Borgeson, a Republican and
one of several board members from both parties who expressed their confidence in American
elections.
“This really frustrates the heck out of me,” Borgeson said. “There are very, very good people across
this country ... that their sole job, like Brian’s job, is to make sure that their communities’, their
counties’ elections are safe and sound. This whole politics by fear, by conspiracy, by whatever you
want to call it, has got to stop.”
There are, Borgeson continued, “good people working for the good of the American people.”
She said she appreciated Kruse’s report to the board about how elections are run safely and securely
in Douglas County.
“And I really do, I mean every day I hope that we can get back to being the kind of country that we
were before all this nonsense,” Borgeson said.
By Christopher Burbach
 


Lexington CH: Open Sky Policy Institute urges caution with tax receipts, school funding
 
LEXINGTON — The OpenSky Policy Institute recommends caution when it comes to Nebraska’s
September tax receipts and models being proposed on how to fund public education.
OpenSky’s executive, Rebecca Firestone and deputy director, Chuck Brown, visited with the
Lexington Clipper-Herald on Thursday, Oct. 20 about several issues concerning the state and
spending.
Governor Pete Ricketts recently announced that the state’s net revenue receipts for September
2022 topped projections by $110 million for the month. He also highlighted the “historic tax relief,”
that was delivered in the 2022 session.
OpenSky has questioned the tax relief, Firestone wrote, “When it came to getting money into the
hands of everyday Nebraskans who need it coming out of the pandemic, the Legislature’s actions
this session didn’t match the rhetoric espoused by many.”
“But rather than invest in a broad array of proposals that would have immediately helped everyday
Nebraskans, including measures to provide direct payments to residents and lower taxes for middle-
income earners, the Legislature prioritized a bill that promises major future tax breaks for the
wealthy, property owners and out-of-state corporations,” Firestone wrote.
She also noted that policymakers left $275 million in surplus dollars sitting on the table that could
have been used to provide relief for Nebraskans now.
As for the surplus of funds the state has access to, OpenSky notes that much of this is federal dollars
that came in the form of relief due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This money was a short term boost
for the state but will not be available in the future.
When looking ahead to the new legislative session, due to the economic uncertainty, Open Sky
advocates for extending SNAP access and child care subsidies that are set to sunset in 2023.
Firestone said due to inflation, Nebraskans are forced to spend more on everyday items and letting
aid end when it comes to food and child care could negatively impact many people.
This being an election year, there has been much discussion and proposals about funding public
education in the state. Some ideas include a shift to a per-student funding system, but Open Sky
suggests this could hurt students.







“Assuming the $1.07 billion in state school aid – including the nearly $900 million Nebraska provides
in equalization aid – was divided equally among the roughly 310,000 students who attend Nebraska
public schools, each student in the state would get about $3,450,” OpenSky states.
“Districts that currently receive equalization aid, which educate 78% of our state’s students including
many with high needs, would lose about $270 million a year, OpenSky analysis shows. These districts
would have to rely more on property taxes or make service cuts that could negatively affect student
outcomes to offset the funding reductions,” OpenSky stated.
“Given that many equalized districts are already near their levy limits, these districts would likely
have to ask voters to approve levy overrides to avoid damaging service cuts. The average levy
override would need to be 41 cents in order to make up for the losses in state aid by providing aid
on a per-student basis,” OpenSky analysis shows.
Firestone and Brown said that student’s education across the state is highly variable and introducing
one-size-fits all approach could harm some students.
“It’s important that the state works to address its high reliance on property taxes to fund K-12
education. It’s also vital, however, that education funding reform discussions focus on the outcomes
we want for students and how we can fund achieving these goals in an equitable way,” OpenSky
states.
OpenSky Policy Institute
OpenSky is a non-partisan organization that advocates for a strong Nebraska through clear fiscal
research and analysis.
By Brian Neben
 


GII: Friesen addresses Quandt's license plates concerns
 
A statewide aluminum shortage means Hall County residents getting new license plates starting in
January may not get their same plate numbers again.
Sen. Curt Friesen was invited to Tuesday’s Hall County Board of Commissioners meeting by
Commissioner Gary Quandt to address this issue, which will affect 13 counties.
Friesen, D-34, is chair of the Nebraska Legislature’s Transportation & Telecommunications
Committee.
Quandt shared the concerns of his constituents who want to keep their plate numbers, such as Larry
Rauert, who Quandt had also invited to Tuesday’s meeting.
Friesen called it “an unforeseen issue” and explained to Quandt that the situation is out of the
state’s hands.
“It’s unfortunate that these counties have this problem. I recognize that. But there’s really nothing
legislatively that can be done, even if they wanted to,” he said. “I just don’t see a path unless we
really want to pony up a lot of dollars to try to fix this, but I don’t see it happening.”
Quandt made a motion that a letter be sent to Gov. Pete Ricketts “letting the governor know our
concerns, as far as license plates and that we have people concerned that they’re not going to get
their same license plate number.”
The motion did not receive a second and died.
Commissioner Scott Sorensen called it “a waste of county resources” and argued such a letter would
“more than likely fall on deaf ears.”
Commissioner Jane Richardson argued that it could result in everyone going to alpha-numeric plates,
as mandated in Douglas County and Lancaster County.







Friesen refuted the idea that people could get a personalized license plate, costing $40, with their
current license plate number on it.
“You can order personalized license plates but you cannot choose the same number you would have
gotten otherwise,” he said. “Because if you could do that, I could suddenly choose to have a
personalized plate with your number on it and that’s not possible.”
For Nebraska’s alpha-numeric counties, license plates are printed in advance of January, explained
Friesen.
“They take the number of registered vehicles in a county, they add 2% to it, and that’s how many
plates they print,” he said. “They started printing those obviously because there’s not much change
there.”
Hall County Treasurer Alaina Verplank told the board Tuesday that 20,700 plates for the first quarter
of 2023 have been ordered, and 10,100 passenger plates.
“Right now, I have under 1,700 passenger plates left,” she said. “When I run out of those, the state
isn’t going to keep making the (2017) series plates for me to issue next year, they’re only going to
make the 2023 series.”
Verplank, who addressed the shortage at the board’s Oct. 11 meeting, offered some optimism.
“Who is to say that next week we don’t get our full supply of aluminum at the state and we get our
full order that we need?” she said. “That would be amazing, and we may not. It may only affect a
few people. It’s not going to affect everybody. We will try the best that we can to accommodate
everyone.”
Commissioner Butch Hurst asked if a swap could be done.
“We used to be able to reissue plates. If your mom passed away and you wanted her plates, we
could pass it down to you. In 2017, that stopped, so we can’t reissue plates to new owners of
vehicles. We would not be able to do that,” said Verplank.
Quandt’s guest, Larry Rauert, told the board how his family has had the same plate number for
“almost 100 years.”
Nebraska has been issuing license plates since 1915.
“It may not be a state law that I’m guaranteed these plates,” he said, “however, when you have
something that’s been in your family for 100 years, as the story is ... That’s a lot of history. It would
be very disappointing.”
He added, “I appreciate your efforts. I appreciate the senator’s comments. I just hope there’s some
resolution that happens.”
Commissioner Pam Lancaster said it is “not a big issue unless it affects you.”
“Some people did treat their license plate like a personal license plate because our treasurers have
been so tremendously wonderful about doing that deed for their constituents,” she said. “It isn’t
always easy to teach ‘mature’ dogs new tricks. So I’ll have to memorize a new plate, no doubt.”
By Brandon Summers
 


AP: Nebraska struggling to OK ban despite anti-abortion history
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Republicans are expected to dominate as usual at the polls in
November and retain control of the officially nonpartisan Legislature. They face a far tougher
challenge flipping enough seats to push through a statewide abortion ban.
The Supreme Court decision overturning the constitutional right to abortion has injected a degree of
uncertainty into elections, even in some of the nation’s most reliably red states. Abortion opponents
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in Nebraska are hoping to avoid a repeat of what happened this summer in neighboring Kansas,
where voters overwhelming rejected a ballot measure that would have paved the way for an
abortion ban there.
“Whether we like it or not, Nebraska is now a destination state for abortion,” said David Zebolsky,
chairman of Nebraskans Embracing Life. “We’re supporting strong pro-life legislative candidates in
the November election to change that.”
Even with Republicans considered a lock to maintain control of Nebraska’s unique one-chamber
Legislature, they need to gain at least two seats to end the state’s status as the nation’s most
unlikely harborage for abortion services. Under legislative rules, some measures — including an
abortion ban — can be blocked by the minority if supporters don’t get at least 33 votes in the 49-
member Senate.
The Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v. Wade enabled other conservative states to quickly
outlaw most abortions, but the Nebraska ban received only 31 votes — two short of the number
needed to avoid a filibuster.
Nebraska Republicans’ hopes to outlaw abortions were thwarted again weeks later, when Gov. Pete
Ricketts opted not to call a special session to enact a ban because backers were, at that time, three
votes short.
Such setbacks are odd given Nebraska’s history as a leader in abortion restrictions. It enacted the
country’s first law banning abortion after 20 weeks of pregnancy based on the disputed theory that
a fetus at that point can feel pain.
The upcoming election could give supporters the votes they need for a ban, or it could leave
Nebraska as a rare state where Republicans control nearly all aspects of government but allow
abortions to continue.
Nebraska’s tug-of-war over abortion comes at a time when the issue has roiled politics across the
country. Besides Kansas, voters in Kentucky will decide next month the fate of a proposed
constitutional amendment that would eliminate the right to abortion in the state. The red state of
Montana will have a “born alive” measure on the ballot there, requiring health care providers to take
“all medically appropriate and reasonable actions to preserve the life” of an infant born alive,
including after an attempted abortion. Doctors have warned that the measure would force them to
prolong the suffering of infants born with fatal deformities.
And in Georgia, which could decide control of the U.S. Senate, abortion has taken an outsized role in
the neck-and-neck race between Democratic Sen. Raphael Warnock and his Republican challenger,
former football star Herschel Walker. Walker, a staunch anti-abortion proponent, has been plagued
by recent claims that he paid for a woman’s 2009 abortion and later fathered a child with her.
Republicans who have historically championed anti-abortion causes appeared to be caught flat-
footed in the the wake of the judicial branch overturning Roe, a move that was unpopular with a
majority of Americans according to polls taken ahead of the decision. An Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research poll conducted after the ruling revealed a majority of Americans
want Congress to pass a law guaranteeing access to legal abortion nationwide.
That polling has led Republican candidates who would normally tout their anti-abortion credentials
to back away from the issue this election cycle. In Nebraska, some Republican candidates in and
around Omaha and Lincoln, which are less conservative than the state’s more rural reaches, are
tailoring their messages on abortion with that in mind. Conversely, Democrats who would normally
avoid the issue of abortion so as not to rile voters in a conservative state are now putting the issue
front-and-center of their campaigns.
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President Joe Biden promised during a speech last week in Washington to push a bill that codifies
Roe v. Wade if Democrats control enough seats in Congress to pass it.
Omaha state Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh, one of the most vocal opponents of a failed “trigger bill”
backed by Republicans last session that would have outlawed nearly all abortions, has placed her
support for abortion access at the top of her campaign website. She cited an ACLU-commissioned
poll in March that showed Nebraskans opposed to a total abortion ban by a 20-point margin.
Her opponent, Christian Mirch, had until recently been just as vocal about his support for banning
abortion. He has attended anti-abortion rallies and stated in the Nebraska Catholic Voter Guide his
support for an abortion ban “from the moment of conception.” But he seems to have backpedaled
on that stance in the wake of blowback from the the overturning of Roe.
“We’ve gotten away from that representative form of government in recent years,” he said. “We
can’t be constituencies of one.”
Asked about polling that shows most Americans opposing the overturning of Roe, Mirch countered
that “we haven’t done that polling in this district.”
Cavanaugh said Mirch has been knocking on doors in the district and telling some voters that he and
Cavanaugh have essentially the same views on abortion. Mirch said he simply has assured voters
that he would not do anything that would endanger invitro fertilization treatments.
Cavanaugh isn’t buying it.
“You don’t lie about your position unless you know it’s going to cost you votes,” she said.
Of the 15 Nebraska lawmakers who voted to block the abortion ban bill, eight are facing reelection
challenges or not running.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln political science professor John Hibbing said he expects Nebraska
Republicans will pick up the seats they need to ban abortions, but he notes the Supreme Court ruling
“has put pressure on Republicans that they haven’t felt before.”
Since the ruling, Planned Parenthood clinics in Lincoln and Omaha — two of the three in Nebraska
that provide abortion services — have seen an increase in the number of people from outside the
state seeking them. Andi Curry Grubb, the executive director of Planned Parenthood Advocates of
Nebraska, said many of the women the clinics are seeing have few resources to allow them to travel
hundreds of miles from their homes.
“I know we had one patient who drove a U-Haul from Texas to Nebraska to get to one of our clinics,
because it was the only vehicle they could rent within a reasonable price range,” Grubb said. “You
get that sense that the burden in on people who need access to care the most.”
By Margery A. Beck
 


OWH: Overtime at three Nebraska agencies costs state millions
 
LINCOLN — Three state agencies racked up some $28 million worth of overtime hours during the
fiscal year that ended June 30, 2020, according to a legislative watchdog committee.
That’s on top of the $28 million and $23 million overtime totals that the Departments of
Correctional Services, Health and Human Services and Transportation accumulated during the two
prior years.
The Nebraska Legislature’s Performance Audit Committee issued a report this week looking at
overtime trends in the three agencies with the largest amount of overtime spending. The report was
released without comments or recommendations from the committee.
However, it showed the agencies’ dependence on overtime to compensate for vacant positions and
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employee absences or to meet peak workload demands. Overtime spending accounted for up to
10% of the agencies’ personnel budgets.
The Performance Audit Committee requested a follow-up study looking at how raises negotiated last
year have affected the trends. The raises targeted several front-line positions in corrections and
HHS, which struggled with staffing even before the pandemic-driven labor shortages.
The Corrections Department, which operates nine prisons in five communities across Nebraska,
relied the most heavily on overtime by most of the measures studied in the report.
Corrections spent more than twice as much on overtime each year than either of the two other
agencies, with amounts increasing from $13 million in fiscal year 2017-18, the first year studied, up
to $15.5 million in fiscal year 2019-20, the last year. Overtime accounted for about 10% of the
agency’s personnel budget.
The report also showed that 80% of the 2,300 corrections employees worked some overtime hours.
Front-line workers, particularly corporals, unit caseworkers, officers, sergeants and unit case
managers, accounted for the bulk of the time.
In corrections, three-quarters of employees added less than $10,000 to their paychecks through
overtime. But 15 workers bulked up their salaries by $50,000 or more in at least one of the three
years. The top earner, a unit case manager, collected $91,199 in overtime pay during the 2017-18
fiscal year.
HHS, the largest state agency, operates seven 24-hour facilities, including psychiatric hospitals,
facilities for juvenile offenders and a center for people with developmental disabilities. Those
facilities accounted for the bulk of the agency’s overtime spending.
The agency’s overtime grew from $5 million in the first year studied to $7.4 million two years later
and amounted to 2% to 3% of the personnel budget, the report showed.
HHS had the largest number of employees — more than 2,200 — working overtime in two of the
years studied. But it also had the smallest percentages. Between 32% and 40% of the agency’s 4,600
employees worked overtime, with most holding jobs on the front line in institutions.
While 93% of HHS employees earned less than $10,000 from overtime, four made about $50,000 or
more. The top earner, a mental health security specialist, pulled in $69,217 in fiscal year 2019-20.
Transportation employees, who plan, build and maintain state roads and bridges, accumulated
overtime largely because of seasonal work demands, such as construction projects, snow removal
and responding to weather-related damage to the state’s highway system.
The agency’s overtime spending was highest in the middle year — $6.6 million — and lowest in the
first year — $4.9 million. It ranged from 5% to 6% of the personnel budget.
Between 61% and 70% of the agency’s 2,000 employees worked overtime in the years studied, but
93% earned less than $10,000 from those hours. The top earner, a highway construction technician,
brought in $39,688 from overtime in fiscal year 2018-19.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Courts dismiss Title IX lawsuit alleging UNL acted with 'deliberate indifference'
 
A federal judge last month dismissed a lawsuit against the University of Nebraska-Lincoln alleging
deliberate indifference in how university officials investigated a report of sexual misconduct on
campus.
Chief U.S. District Judge Robert Rossiter Jr. ruled in September that a 2020 lawsuit failed to provide
sufficient evidence showing action or inaction by UNL denied a student the benefits of an education,







guaranteed by Title IX.
The deadline for the unidentified woman, who reported a sexual assault and stalking, to appeal
Rossiter’s ruling passed earlier this month.
According to the lawsuit, the woman who was formerly enrolled at the UNL College of Law said she
was possibly drugged before being sexually assaulted at the apartment of a male student in
September 2018.
The woman said she was later stalked by the man — who was not charged with a crime and is not
being named — at friends’ apartments or at the College of Law, where he was also a student.
In October 2018, the woman told another student about the alleged stalking, and that student
relayed the report to Marc Pearce, an assistant dean for student affairs at the College of Law.
Pearce, according to the lawsuit, spoke directly to the male student and offered the woman links to
various resources on campus. He also reported the allegations to UNL’s Office of Institutional Equity
and Compliance, which is charged with investigating sexual misconduct on campus.
A few months later, in early 2019, Pearce met with the woman, and she told him about the alleged
stalking she experienced, but she did not mention the alleged sexual assault, according to the
lawsuit.
Pearce referred the woman to UNL’s Title IX office, where an investigation was initiated, but the
woman did not ask for any accommodations at that time, her complaint indicated, believing action
would be taken.
The woman left UNL in March 2019 and did not return for the fall semester. She reportedly told
friends she felt uncomfortable with the male student knowing where she lived as well as her
academic schedule.
An investigation by UNL’s Title IX office concluded in August 2019. In a 53-page report, senior
investigator Meagan Counley informed both the woman and the man that “there was insufficient
evidence” to determine the woman had been drugged.
Counley also informed both parties “the greater weight of the evidence supported” the woman was
not incapacitated when she engaged in sexual activity with the man, finding there was insufficient
evidence to hold the man liable.
The woman appealed the decision to Assistant Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Jake Johnson, who
affirmed Counley’s decision.
Rossiter, in his ruling, said the university did not remain idle after receiving a report of the alleged
assault and stalking.
While the process wasn’t flawless — Rossiter noted Pearce failed to immediately forward the
accusations on to UNL’s Title IX office, but pointed out an investigation was launched immediately
after he did so — the judge said it did not rise to the level of “deliberate indifference.”
UNL made reasonable accommodations to the woman, Rossiter added, even as it did not grant her
everything she requested, such as removing the male student from the university, which he said
“presented a risk of violating (his) constitutional or statutory rights.”
Rossiter granted summary judgment to UNL and dismissed the case.
UNL has faced several accusations in recent years from female students who have alleged systemic
failures in how the university investigated sexual misconduct on campus.
The women have criticized UNL for using an investigatory process that placed blame on victims and
said investigators were too deferential to alleged perpetrators.
Most of the claims filed in those lawsuits have been dismissed, however.
Earlier this year, Rossiter tossed a majority of the Title IX claims made against UNL by nine women,







including a former Husker volleyball player, who said the university failed to take action because the
reported accusers were male student-athletes.
Although that case drew a rare filing from the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division,
which accused UNL of misapplying Title IX case law in its investigations, only two women’s
complaints were allowed to move forward.
In another case, filed in 2021, U.S. District Court Judge John Gerrard tossed a Title IX complaint
against UNL but allowed other civil rights claims to move forward in a lawsuit filed by a former Ph.D.
student who reported being sexually harassed by her adviser.
Both cases remain open in U.S. District Court.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: COVID-19 cases tick back up in Lincoln
 
COVID-19 cases rose last week locally for the first time in nearly two months.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported 205 cases for the week ending Saturday,
up from 169 the previous week. It was the first weekly increase since the week ending Aug. 27. The
department also said it saw a slight increase in the number of virus particles detected in wastewater
this week compared with last week.
The seven-day average of hospitalizations for COVID-19 also increased from 31 to 34.
Despite the increases in cases and hospitalizations, the Health Department kept its COVID-19 risk
dial in the low-yellow range for the second week in a row.
The local case numbers are similar to those statewide.
The number of COVID-19 cases in Nebraska rose last week to 1,140, an 8% increase from 1,052 the
previous week, according to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. That ended a
six-week streak of declining case numbers.
Nebraska’s COVID-19 hospitalization numbers remained flat, with an average of 130 Nebraskans
hospitalized daily with the virus. The state also recorded seven new deaths last week.
Even though COVID-19 hospitalizations have stayed stable for months, hospital usage is still high.
More than 80% of intensive-care beds in Lancaster County have been occupied on a daily basis for
more than a week.
There has already been an early season uptick in both flu and RSV cases locally and statewide, and
health experts are worried that an increase in COVID-19 cases on top of that could put a severe
strain on hospitals.
That’s why local officials have been encouraging people to get flu shots and a COVID-19 booster
shot.
“Respiratory viruses spread more easily this time of year, and we expect to have both COVID-19 and
flu in our community at the same time,” Health Director Pat Lopez said in a news release. “Staying
up to date on COVID-19 vaccines, including boosters, and getting our yearly flu vaccine are actions
we can take to help keep us active and healthy now and throughout the holiday season.”
By Matt Olberding
 


LJS: Wildfire that burned parts of Gage, Lancaster counties was accidental, investigators
say
 
The wildfire that started in Gage County and burned its way to the Olive Creek State Recreation Area







on Sunday afternoon was an accident, according to the State Fire Marshal Agency.
The fire — which forced evacuations, injured two Crete volunteer firefighters and destroyed three
homes in southern Lancaster County — resulted from a person shredding on a Gage County acreage,
said Adam Matzner, the Fire Marshal’s chief fire investigator.
A farmer had been operating a shredder near Southwest 86th Street and West Apple Road in Gage
County on Sunday when weeds or grass being shredded ignited from a spark, starting the destructive
blaze, Matzner said.
The fire then spread north into Lancaster County, where it burned parts of a 6-square-mile area
between Southwest 86th and Southwest 100th streets from Gage Road to Panama Road, sheriff’s
Capt. Mike Scriven said.
At least two of the three houses destroyed were in the same stretch of West Wendelin Road, just off
Southwest 100th Street.
The two firefighters were injured after the wind shifted and a strong gust blew the flames toward
them as they fought the Olive Creek fire, Crete Fire Chief Tod Allen said Monday evening.
Firefighter Brad Elder suffered burns on 20% of his body — mainly his legs and lower back — and
remained hospitalized Monday evening, Allen said. The department has organized an online
fundraiser to help Elder with medical expenses.
The fire was fueled by exceptionally dry conditions, unseasonably warm temperatures and a
ceaseless wind.
A red flag warning had been in effect for central and eastern Nebraska, including Lancaster County,
on Sunday. The National Weather Service said winds from the south gusted as high as 55 mph.
Though the full extent of the damage caused by the fire remained unclear Monday, officials
emphasized that the quick actions of scores of firefighters and area farmers prevented further
devastation.
“Farmers in the area did a great job of, on their own, getting into tractors, getting their discs out and
creating firebreaks around residences in that area,” Sheriff Terry Wagner said at a Monday morning
news conference.
Olive Creek State Recreation Area and Olive Creek Wildlife Management Area will remain open,
officials with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission said Tuesday. The boat ramp and
campgrounds were not damaged in the fire, but visitors are encouraged to use caution.
By Andrew Wegley
 


OWH: Omaha tourism rebounded to near pre-pandemic levels in '21
 
Tourism numbers in 2021 bounced back to near pre-pandemic levels in the Omaha area, the Omaha
Convention & Visitors Bureau announced Tuesday.
Last year, 12.7 million visitors came to the city and Douglas County. That total represents a 95%
rebound to the record level of 2019 — the last full year before the COVID-19 pandemic hit — when
13.4 million visitors came to the city.
Nearly 2 million more visitors came to Omaha in 2021 than in 2020.
Not surprisingly, the rebound in visitor traffic also led to more tourism spending. In 2021, tourists in
the area spent about $1.25 billion. That’s slightly below the approximately $1.35 billion tourists
spent in 2019 but significantly up from the $947 million that was spent in 2020.
“When you consider that 2019 was a record-breaking year for Omaha tourism, both in visitor volume
and visitor spending, to see numbers reflect this level of recovery is a testament to our city and
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county’s resolve and resilience,” said Deborah Ward, the executive director of the convention and
visitors bureau, also known as Visit Omaha.
Lodging and recreation were two of the biggest industries that rebounded from tough years in 2020.
Tourists collectively spent more than $252 million on lodging in 2021. That was 94% more money
than they spent on lodging in 2020 and just 5% below 2019 levels.
Tourists spent $191 million on recreation in 2021. That marked a 40% increase compared to 2020.
Ward credited a plethora of events that returned to Omaha in 2021, including youth sports, the U.S.
Olympic Swim Trials and the College World Series, for getting tourists to visit.
“In addition to pent-up demand, I think people just wanted to get out of the house in 2021,” she
said. “We had a lot of sports.”
The increased number of tourists and tourism spending also led to an increase in the number of jobs
in the community. The number of jobs at hotels, restaurants, retailers and attractions increased by
1,100 for a total of 10,450 as a direct result of visitor spending in 2021.
The job total represents just 80% of what the city and county enjoyed before the pandemic. The
convention and visitors bureau said employers struggled to fill positions in 2021.
By Dan Crisler
 


OWH: Non-existent problem
 
Gail Rule (Pulse, Sept. 30) responded to my Pulse letter titled “Unintended Consequences”,
regarding the Voter ID initiative on the Nov. 8 ballot. Ms. Rule supports this proposed amendment to
our constitution. I do not.
Governor Ricketts’ mother donated over $300,000 to get this initiative on the ballot. Vanguard Field
Strategies, a political consulting firm, provided training and vetting of petitioners. Vanguard also
pays petitioners $5 a signature, $200 per day up to $1,000 a week. Check their website. Rule stated
she was a volunteer gathering signatures.
Rule stated 35 states have Voter ID laws. This is true. The states have various rules and regulations.
Some strict and others not so strict.
There have been and are lawsuits in these various states against these laws. Some parts of laws have
been thrown out. The Justice Department is suing Arizona, stating the law is a textbook violation of
the National Voter Registration Act. Just this last week, Montana courts threw out three laws as
being unconstitutional. You can track lawsuits using the Brennan Center for Justice Voter Rights
Litigation Tracker. Do we Nebraskans really want the inevitable lawsuits? I don’t.
Rule thinks this initiative will provide more security to our system. Go to your election commission
for the multiple layers of security we already have in Nebraska. Or check Civic Nebraska’s site.
We do not have an appreciable fraud problem. Do you really think many people will risk getting a
Class 4 felony to commit voter fraud? Do you really want a law that our legislature will decide the
rules after the initiative is passed? How will it affect you? We don’t know.
This is a proposed solution to a non existent problem. Please vote against this initiative.
Jean Reiner, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 10/26: Violent crime stats useful only in context
 
Is Lincoln safe?
It's a simple question. The answer, though, is complicated.
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It's complicated by definitions. It's complicated by the very statistics used to measure it. And it's
complicated by a debate where public safety can take a back seat to politics.
Ten homicides by mid-October of this year puts Lincoln in jeopardy of meeting or exceeding the 11
homicides recorded in 2016, Lincoln's worst year for them. And homicides, by the nature of their
severity and rarity, still make headlines. Thankfully, because their numbers are still relatively small,
one more or one fewer looks like a lot in terms of percentages or rate per 100,000 people. 
But as Journal Star reporter Andrew Wegley reported Sunday ("Despite deadly summer, violent
crime on decline"), despite some minor fluctuations, the number of violent crimes reported in
Lincoln has been steady even as the city added roughly 100,000 residents. That means the violent
crime rate has gone down.
Wegley noted the violent crime rate in 1995 was 626 incidents reported per 100,000 residents
versus 372 last year.
Statistically, that's a dramatic improvement. But a clustering of high-profile crimes — particularly
homicides — may give residents a very different impression today. On top of that, fatal car
accidents — while not violent crime — add to a sense of danger some may feel.
In some ways, Lincoln is caught in a demographic no man's land. The city has grown to where there
is a large enough sample size of some crimes to draw meaningful conclusions. But it's small enough
that for the most serious crimes, it's still hard to see any meaningful trend from year to year.
In addition, shifting methods of tracking crime and recording data can make the numbers harder to
compare.
So, let's get back to the original question: Is Lincoln safe? 
There are causes for concern — gun violence and gang activity to name two — that police discussed
with the Journal Star. 
But crime — particularly violent crime — remains rare enough in our community that it still makes
headlines. That's why it makes a mark in our minds. By a fair accounting, though, it's actually down.
And it's important to keep that in perspective. 
We need to measure crime. We need to talk about crime, honestly, constructively and without fear-
mongering. And we need to act — not because we have an enormous problem but to keep the
problem from eroding our quality of life. 
 


LJS Local View: Journey starts at a library
 
As young girls, we both sat among the library stacks to read stories of "Heidi" and "Anne of Green
Gables" — lingered over tales that made us daydream — blasted off on adventures —  battled
monsters — puzzled through mysteries.
It was in the library that we first encountered the faraway worlds of "A Wrinkle in Time" and
"Charlotte’s Web" — found life lessons in "The Secret Garden" and "The Little Prince" — sobbed
over "Old Yeller" and "The Call of the Wild."
It was in the library that we found magic, a place anyone in our community could come — can still
come — open up a book and follow road maps to strange and faraway places, find answers to
perplexing questions, meet marvelous characters who enchant us.
And part of the wonder, of course, is that anyone is trusted to borrow books from Lincoln City
Libraries — for the most astonishing stretches of time. Libraries are like free bookstores where you
can borrow the material and then return the product. You don’t have to pay to come inside. You
don’t have to buy anything. You can study and work there. You can go just to think, or to be quiet.
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In a town whose population is nearly 300,000, almost two-thirds of its people hold library cards:
more than 213,000 registered borrowers. These library card holders make nearly 700,000 library
visits and borrow more than 2.8 million books and other materials each year.
With gas, grocery and energy costs rising and many people stressed about the economy and
inflation, it’s almost unbelievable to know we can go to our local public library and leave with an
armful of books — no charge, no toll, no co-pay, no price tag. Whether you’re looking for books, a
public computer terminal, Wi-Fi or help finding tax forms, when you enter a public library, it’s all
free.
In fact, of all its public institutions, perhaps America's most enduring are its libraries. From the
Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. — the largest library in the country — to each neighborhood
branch of Lincoln City Libraries, libraries are not just about four walls and a roof. They are powerful
symbols of the value of shared civic space, the right to free thought and expression, and the
collection and distribution of knowledge for the public good.
U.S. libraries arose out of the democratic beliefs in an informed public, social and intellectual
advancement and participation in the democratic process.
Public access to books is not new. Almost every great civilization built libraries as repositories of
knowledge. Some were so large and comprehensive that their legend lives on today, such as the
Library of Alexandria in Egypt, which is one of the world’s most famous libraries.
The first libraries in America were paid subscription libraries, which meant only the wealthy could
access them. In 1833, Peterborough, New Hampshire, created the first town library funded by a
municipality. And in 1848, Boston Public Library became the first free municipal library in a large city.
These libraries were historical firsts and set the tone for the public libraries we know and love today.
Over the years, libraries across the country — including Lincoln’s — discovered new programs to
bring people together, such as book clubs, author visits, summer reading programs for kids and
initiatives such as One Book — One Lincoln.
We remember the very first One Book — One Lincoln selection in 2002, "Plainsong," a story that
eloquently encouraged adults throughout our community to read and discuss the same book at the
same time. Over the past 20 years, many other powerful One Book winners have captured our
hearts, such as "Bel Canto," "The Kite Runner" and "The Devil in the White City."
This year’s winner, "The Lincoln Highway" by Amor Towles, brings our community together in a
unique way. The book actually starts in Nebraska and weaves its way cross-country on a road trip to
redemption.
Of course, all books take us on a road trip, of sorts, as they open doors into new worlds — and
libraries are where those magical worlds are housed.
That magic is waiting for you. The Lincoln City Libraries touch almost every resident and permeate
every corner of our city. We invite our community to join us, come in, and take an adventure with
us.
Jackie Ostrowicki is a Lincoln City Libraries Board of Trustees member. Mary Kay Roth is a One Book-
One Lincoln selection committee member.
 


AP: Protest ban at Florida university after anti-Sasse rally
 
GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) — The University of Florida is going to start enforcing a decades-old
prohibition against indoor protests following a raucous demonstration earlier this month against the
selection of U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse as a finalist for the school president’s job.







Sasse, a Republican in his second Senate term, has drawn criticism from some at the school for his
opposition to same-sex marriage.
The current university president, Kent Fuch, said Monday in a letter to the university community that
a protest at a forum where Sasse was taking questions on Oct. 10 made it difficult to hear the
Nebraska senator’s responses as demonstrators were banging their fists on windows, walls and
furniture.
Because of the demonstration involving 1,000 protesters, the discussion had to be moved online and
shortened.
While the university supports the First Amendment right to free speech, “with this commitment
comes an obligation to protect the rights of everyone in our community to speak and to hear,” Fuchs
said.
Paul Ortiz, president of the local faculty union at the university, said the student protesters were
inaccurately characterized by university officials “in an unfair and demeaning manner.”
“One either believes in the First Amendment or one does not,” said Ortiz, a history professor.
“Student, staff and faculty attempts to engage with Senator Sasse and the administration in a very
important process were and are being rebuffed.”
The regulation against protests inside campus buildings has been on the books for two decades, but
it wasn’t enforced in recent years because protesters “were respectful of others and their rights to
speak and to hear,” Fuchs said.
The policy will be enforced next week when the school’s board of trustees meets to consider Sasse’s
candidacy, and students who violate it may be subject to discipline, Fuchs said.
Sasse called the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2015 decision legalizing same-sex marriage “a disappointment
to Nebraskans who understand that marriage brings a wife and husband together so their children
can have a mom and dad.”
He also declared as unnecessary a bill protecting same-sex marriage that cleared the U.S. House in
July.
When asked at the University of Florida forum earlier this month whether he opposes same-sex
marriage, Sasse noted that it is now national law as ruled upon by the Supreme Court and that his
goal is to create a “place of respect and inclusion for all Gators,” referring to the school’s nickname.
Others question his qualifications to run such a sprawling school with more than 50,000 students,
and the secretive selection process used in choosing Sasse. A new Florida law allows universities to
conduct much of the process outside of the state’s open meetings and public records laws.
Sasse, 50, was previously president of Midland University in Fremont, Nebraska, which has just over
1,600 students.
 








From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 10-31-22
Date: Monday, October 31, 2022 8:46:53 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Oct 2022 7.69 75.00 08:35
Corn Dec 2022 7.69 75.00 08:35
Milo Oct 2022 6.94 0.00 08:35
Milo Oct 2023 5.51 -75.00 08:35
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.36 -70.00 08:35
Soybeans Oct 2023 12.81 -80.00 08:35
Wheat Oct 2022 8.97 -70.00 08:35
Wheat Jul 2023 8.71 -80.00 08:35
 
TV and Radio
WOWT: Ornate box turtle named Nebraska’s state reptile
KMTV: Ornate box turtle named Nebraska's new official state reptile Friday
NCN: Governor names box turtle Nebraska's reptile (no video)
KLKN: Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts names ornate box turtle the state reptile (no video)
NTV: "What About Us" rally in Lincoln over convicted sex offender's pardoning
KLKN: Nebraska board raises 2022-23 tax revenue projection to $6.44 billion (no video)
NPM: Herbster drops defamation suit; Slama ends sexual battery case (no audio)
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts names ornate box turtle as the Nebraska state reptile
OWH: Nebraska revenue forecast could take state cash reserve to $2.3 billion
NP Telegraph: National Guard celebrates opening of new facility
Nebraska Examiner: Veterans Day program to commemorate cornerstone laid at Nebraska State
Capitol 100 years ago
Nebraska Examiner: Critics of controversial pardon call for apology, more accountability
OWH: Nebraska group highlights hospitals' challenges in discharging some patients
Scottsbluff SH: Heartland Expressway adds 14 miles of divided highway through Nebraska Panhandle
OWH: 'Line in the sand': Repeal of Roe puts abortion on the ballot in Nebraska
AP: Nebraska struggling to OK ban despite anti-abortion history
Nebraska Examiner: Spending on Nebraska elections is surging, with no end in sight
LJS: Lunch lady challenges banker to serve as east Lincoln's next state senator
OWH: School funding plan backed by Pillen could cost districts $270M per year, report says
AP: Nebraska politician, accuser drop lawsuits over grope claims
Nebraska Examiner: Gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster and State Sen. Julie Slama agree to
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OWH: Ricketts names ornate box turtle as the Nebraska
state reptile


 
LINCOLN — It’s been a heady five years for Nebraska’s ornate box turtle.
First, the petite state native won a 2017 popularity contest against another turtle, a couple of lizards
and two snake species. Voters were asked which of the six they wanted as the state reptile.
Next, Nebraska lawmakers voted to feature the colorful turtle on a specialty license plate that
debuted last year.
Now Gov. Pete Ricketts has issued a proclamation officially designating Nebraska’s only native land
turtle as the state reptile. He made the announcement Friday at Schramm State Recreation Area
with the help of a live turtle named Batman.
“Nebraskans take pride in caring for the natural world, including our wildlife and their habitats,” the
governor said. “Ornate box turtles are especially popular here in the Good Life. Thank you to
Nebraska Game and Parks for educating the next generation about our state’s rich biodiversity.”
The ornate box turtle joins the sandhill crane as the first state symbols to be designated since 1998.
Ricketts named the crane as Nebraska’s state migratory bird in March, as the first wave of birds
arrived along the Platte River.
“As many as 1 million sandhill cranes migrate through Nebraska each year on their journey north,
representing roughly 80% of the cranes’ global population,” he said at the time, adding, “The annual
migration of the sandhill cranes is one of the planet’s most amazing natural spectacles.”
Declaring the sandhill crane to be the state migratory bird means the western meadowlark will
remain as the state bird, a distinction it has held since 1929, despite occasional debates about other
options.
Nebraska also has a state insect (the honeybee), a state mammal (the whitetailed deer) and a state
fish (the channel catfish). But none of Nebraska’s 48 species of reptiles — which include nine turtle
species, 10 lizard species and 29 snake species — had been named the state reptile.
Game and Parks officials pushed for the box turtle to fill that spot, according to the governor’s
spokeswoman, Alex Reuss. Wildlife specialists with the department had put together the reptile
contest earlier.
Ornate box turtles can be identified by the bright yellow lines on shells with a base color of brown to
black, according to the Game and Parks website. They have yellow to orange spots on the legs, neck
and head and males may have bright red markings on their front legs. They can get up to 6 inches
across.







The turtles are mostly found in short and mixed grass prairies in the western part of Nebraska and in
the Sandhills. They are omnivores, feeding on succulent plants, worms, dung beetles and small
vertebrates, and, according to the website, are extremely active after a rain.
The box turtle and sandhill crane join a long list of state symbols. The list includes better known and
widely used items, such as the state flag, state seal and state motto (“Equality Before the Law”). But
some appear to be curiosities, such as the state soil (Holdrege series), state American folk dance
(square dance) and state fossil (mammoth).
Until 1997, people seeking a state symbol designation had to get a law passed. But lawmakers
eventually washed their hands of the job and passed a law transferring power to the governor to
name state symbols.
Former Gov. Ben Nelson named several before he left office at the beginning of 1999. He threaded
the political needle carefully on some choices, naming Nebraska-born Kool-Aid as the state soft drink
while designating milk as the state beverage. He declared St. Paul to be the state historic baseball
capital and Wakefield as the state baseball capital.
But no other governor added to the symbols until now.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Nebraska revenue forecast could take state cash
reserve to $2.3 billion


 
LINCOLN — State revenue projections issued Friday would give the next governor more than $13
billion for state needs and tax cuts, while taking the cash reserve to record-breaking levels.
The Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory Board increased the revenue forecast for the two fiscal
years ending June 30, 2025, by roughly $1.8 billion. The total projected revenue for both years is
now just over $13 billion.
The projections would add more than $620 million to the state’s cash reserve, according to
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Keisha Patent. This would bring the reserve to the highest amount it’s ever
been — more than $2.3 billion. Nebraska ended fiscal year 2021-22 with a cash reserve of $927
million.
“In Nebraska, we’ve built a record-high rainy day fund, and state revenues continue to exceed
expectations,” Gov. Pete Ricketts said in a statement Friday. “Today’s action by the forecasting
board reflects the steady growth we’ve seen across Nebraska. The state’s financial strength puts the
2023 Legislature in a great position to build on the historic tax relief we delivered to Nebraskans
earlier this year.”
The board will review the projections twice more before the final budget is set next year.
State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, who chairs the Legislature’s Revenue Committee, echoed
Ricketts’ call for additional tax cuts in light of the new numbers.
“If we’re taking in more revenue than we need, we should give it back to taxpayers,” she said.
Linehan said lawmakers also should look at increasing state school aid and revamping the
distribution formula with an eye to reducing property taxes.
Sens. Myron Dorn of Adams and Rob Clements of Elmwood, who are members of the Appropriations
Committee, called the forecast “conservative.”







While the board substantially increased its revenue projections for the current year, members
anticipate slow growth for the next two years. The board predicted that revenues would increase
0.4% for the year ending June 30, 2024, compared to the current year. Revenues for the 2024-25
fiscal year were projected to increase 1.2% from the previous year.
“That will mean the state budget won’t be able to increase much,” Clements said.
Rebecca Firestone, executive director of the OpenSky Policy Institute, encouraged lawmakers to use
the higher projections to address affordable housing, child care, mental health care, transportation
and workforce challenges.
“Tackling these concerns head-on is likely to build a stronger, more resilient Nebraska economy,”
Firestone said in an statement Friday.
For the current fiscal year, which ends June 30, 2023, the board set higher revenue projections at
$6.44 billion. That is roughly $620 million higher than the previous projection of $5.82 billion.
The board’s projections for all three fiscal years were higher than the average projections made by
the Nebraska Department of Revenue and the Legislative Fiscal Office by about $250 million overall.
The revenue projections by both offices were already higher than the projections the board made in
February. Patent said continued inflation and increasing corporate profits and personal income rates
played key roles in the higher estimates.
Ricketts noted in his statement that the federal Bureau of Economic Analysis reported that personal
income in Nebraska increased by an annual rate of 8.5% through the second quarter of 2022.
Patent said the projections were tempered by the possibility of an oncoming recession, although she
said her office was more “optimistic” about the impacts a recession would have on Nebraska.
“It may not even be a true recession,” she said.
Board members were concerned about how the ongoing inflation, labor shortages and drought
would impact Nebraska’s economy. In general, however, the board had a positive outlook on the
state’s economic future.
“We’re just better off than everybody in the world right now,” said board member Steven Seline.
By Erin Bamer and Martha Stoddard
 


NP Telegraph: National Guard celebrates opening of new
facility


 
The Nebraska Army National Guard has added to the atmosphere of growth in North Platte with the
construction of a new vehicle maintenance shop.
The Field Maintenance Shop at the North Platte Airport brings state of the art improvements to the
Guard for vehicle maintenance. The current shop was built in 1955 to support Jeeps and 5-ton
trucks. The new facility will support 60 over-the-road 18-wheel trucks, 120 trailers and multiple
cargo trucks and Humvees.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said the facility will greatly enhance the work the Guard does for the
state far into the future.
“It is a culmination of at least 18 months of construction plus work before that to be able to get to
this point,” Ricketts said. “Having just taken a tour of it, I can tell you this is a world class facility.”
Ricketts pointed out the Nebraska National Guard participates in protecting American liberties







around the world.
“But equally important is the missions here in our state,” Ricketts said. “We’ve seen that over the
last several years.”
The governor referenced Guard work during widespread flooding in 2019 and during the pandemic,
applauding those efforts.
Sen. Mike Jacobson spoke about the Airport Authority Board’s work to set up the opportunity for the
Guard to lease 41 acres of airport property. Jacobson was a member of the board prior to being
appointed to serve as the District 42 senator.
The facility is 24,800 square feet, four times larger than the currently building across from Cody Park
along U.S. Highway 83. The cost to design and construct the shop was $9.6 million and was a 100%
federally funded military construction project.
The building was designed not only for immediate needs, but also has the potential for future
expansion, said Ryan Wittstruck, project manager with the Nebraska Military Department,
Construction and Facilities Management Office.
“There are six large maintenance bays able to support large trucks and trailers,” Wittstruck said.
“The trucks will be able to pull through the maintenance bays without having to back up as they do
at the current facility.”
The Field Maintenance Shop is one of six in Nebraska and is responsible for Army equipment in
North Platte, McCook and Broken Bow. It is additionally responsible for any Army vehicle that has
maintenance requirements while traveling in their region of Interstate 80.
Davis Design did the design work and Perry Reid Construction did the construction.
By Job Vigil
 


Nebraska Examiner: Veterans Day program to
commemorate cornerstone laid at Nebraska State Capitol
100 years ago


 
LINCOLN — This year’s Veterans Day program at the State Capitol will commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone at the Capitol honoring “those who fell in the service of
their country.”
The program will be held in the 2nd floor rotunda of the State Capitol at 11 a.m. on Nov. 11.
The U.S. Air Force Heartland of America Offutt Brass and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
University Singers will both perform, and color guards will be wearing World War I uniforms,
reflecting the dress in 1922.
Dignitaries, including Gov. Pete Ricketts, Capitol Administrator Bob Ripley, Nebraska Department of
Veterans Affairs Director John Hilgert and Nebraska Adjutant General Daryl Bohac, will provide
remarks.
Wendy Adelson, the mother of Nebraska Marine Cpl. Daegan Page, who was killed in action in
Afghanistan in August 2021, will be presented with a flag commemorating the service men and
women who have fallen during the past 100 years.
The Nebraska Capitol Commission and the Department of Veterans Affairs are co-hosting the event,







which will be streamed live on Nebraska Public Media beginning at 10:30 a.m.
The public is welcome to attend, though space is limited, officials said.
By Paul Hammel
 


Nebraska Examiner: Critics of controversial pardon call for
apology, more accountability


 
LINCOLN — A group of American Legion members and others took to the streets Friday to protest a
controversial pardon granted to a Legion member for a violent sex assault in 1993.
Carrying signs that read “Shame on You Neb. Legion Leaders” and “What if it was Your Loved One?”
the group called on the American Legion to require a public apology from Legionnaires who had
supported the pardon of John Arias.
Fifteen to 20 Legion members attended the Sept. 19 Pardons Board meeting wearing their official
Legion caps, a show of support noted by all three members of the Pardons Board.
Clear guidelines needed
Critics of the pardon also said that stricter guidelines are needed for the Pardons Board to follow
before granting an official apology for such a serious crime.
Arias’ ex-wife said she was personally disappointed that Legion members showed up in support of
Arias. She said there should be a rule against ex-felons serving in Legion offices.
“You can live your life, but there are things you shouldn’t be able to do,” said Jody Snogren.
Snogren attended Friday’s protest along with 10 other women. Many wore teal bandanas, a symbol
of sexual violence prevention.
Beth Linn of Scottsbluff, a former state commander of the Legion, said that it was wrong for Legion
members to wear their official caps at the Pardons Boards meeting and that those who attended –
including the current state commander – should at least apologize.
“We support our veterans. But you don’t use the Legion to wipe away your criminal past,” Linn said.
A ‘model’ citizen
Don Suchy, the current state commander who attended the Pardons Board hearing to support Arias,
did not respond to phone and email messages left Friday seeking a response.
Previously, Suchy has said that the Legion does not condone violence but that Arias has been a
“model” citizen since he completed his prison term. Suchy also said that typically, the Legion cap is
only worn at Legion-sponsored events, but that  “the wearing of a Legion cap only indicates the
individual wearing the cap is in uniform.”
The three-member board, which consists of  Gov. Pete Ricketts, Attorney General Doug Peterson
and Secretary of State Bob Evnen, has almost unlimited discretion on when to grant a pardon, which
is an official forgiveness for a crime that restores civil rights, including the right to vote and gun
rights.
In Arias’ case, obtaining a pardon also included removing his name from the state’s Sex Offender
Registry, which Arias stated was the reason he was seeking a pardon — to remove a “stigma” from
his name and allow him to seek higher office in the Legion.
The Pardons Board, according to a 1992 court ruling, “has the unfettered discretion to grant or deny
a commutation of a lawfully imposed sentence for any reason or for no reason at all.”
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The Pardons Board was created in the State Constitution, and there is no route to appeal one of its
rulings.
Typically, pardons are sought by people seeking to remove crimes committed when they were
young, so they can restore voting and gun rights, or seek a job promotion. Pardons are also sought
by those sentenced to life in prison. A board decision can lead to qualifying them for consideration
for release via parole.
Arias, now 57 and living in Grand Island, pleaded guilty to first-degree sex assault involving an attack
on his then-estranged wife. He served 14 years in prison and has not committed a crime since.
Vote was 2-1
Ricketts and Peterson voted in favor of the pardon, while Evnen voted “no,” stating that Arias didn’t
seem to have “come to grips” with what was a serious crime.
Peterson, during the Sept. 19 meeting, stated that he was swayed by Arias’ service in the military (he
is a former Marine) and his work with other veterans (Arias serves as a mentor coordinator for the
Central Nebraska Veterans Treatment Court).
Ricketts, in a statement later, said that Arias had accepted responsibility for a crime, was
“remorseful” and had been active in helping other veterans struggling with PTSD.
Rare in serious crimes
Before the vote was taken, Pardons Board members said it was rare that a pardon was granted for
such a violent crime.
Moments before granting Arias a pardon, the board — in another controversial decision — had
rejected the request of Earnest Jackson. The Omaha man has spent 22 years in prison for a murder
he maintains he didn’t commit and one in which his co-defendants were deemed innocent.
Those participating in Friday’s protest rally disputed that Arias had shown remorse or accepted
responsibility.
They noted that during the Pardons Board meeting, he was asked if he disputed that he had raped
his wife. “I’m not calling her a liar,” Arias responded.
Snogren, in a recent interview, said her ex-husband had never apologized to her and had instead
used setbacks in her life to remind her that she “deserved it.”
She said her former husband began abusing her long before he joined the military so that PTSD
could not be blamed.
Shouldn’t be a mentor
Leanna Obermiller, a Legion member from Grand Island, said that Arias’ comment about not “calling
her a liar” indicates clearly that he hasn’t accepted responsibility for his crime.
“How can you be a mentor to other veterans when you haven’t address your own issues?”
Obermiller asked
Linn, the former state Legion commander, said she was particularly upset that current state and
national Legion officials were among those supporting Arias at the Pardons Board meeting and said
they organized their appearance without informing others.
Linn also called on the national Legion office to take some action.
Calls and messages left with that office on Friday did not elicit a direct response. A spokesman said
the issues might be best addressed by Nebraska Legion officials.
‘Unfettered discretion’
A 1992 court ruling in a case brought by death-row inmate Wili Otey concluded that the Nebraska
Board of Pardons “has the unfettered discretion to grant or deny a commutation of a lawfully
imposed sentence for any reason or for no reason at all. 
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‘Unfettered discretion’
A 1992 court ruling in a case brought by death-row inmate Wili Otey concluded that the Nebraska
Board of Pardons “has the unfettered discretion to grant or deny a commutation of a lawfully
imposed sentence for any reason or for no reason at all. 
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Nebraska group highlights hospitals' challenges in
discharging some patients


 
While hospitals have long had difficulty discharging some patients to the next level of care, Nebraska
health officials say the pandemic made the problem worse.
An October survey by the Nebraska Hospital Association indicated that 214 patients, including 120 in
Douglas and Sarpy Counties, were awaiting discharge from 77 hospitals that responded to the
survey.
Nine patients had been waiting more than six months to get into facilities that provide what’s known
as post-acute care, including skilled nursing, long-term care, acute rehabilitation and long-term
acute care facilities. Sixty-eight others had been waiting between a month and six months.
Jeremy Nordquist, the association’s president, said finding appropriate places for patients after their
hospital stays is important for the health of those patients. It’s also important to preserve capacity in
hospitals for other Nebraskans who need care.
Nordquist and other hospital and nursing home officials outlined many of their concerns, which
include financial and staffing constraints, during a Friday hearing on Legislative Resolution 417.
The measure authorized an interim study on Medicaid reimbursement rates and a review of
processes for patients who are hard to place. Many of those patients have complex medical and
mental health needs.
“We’re pretty sure, especially with these complicated patients ... those are going to be with us and
we’ve got to find a way to create the right placement for them,” Nordquist said in an interview.
The hospital association, he said, began surveying hospitals to get clear data about the scope of the
issue. The organization has been working with the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services and the Nebraska Health Care Association, which represents nursing homes and assisted
living centers and whose members face their own staffing shortages.
Andrea Lonowski, director of care continuum for Nebraska Medicine, said that over the past week,
the health system had an average of 85 patients who were medically stable and ready to discharge
but who couldn’t be placed anywhere.
Every day such a patient remains hospitalized is called an avoidable day. In the past year, the health
system has tallied an estimated 27,000 avoidable days at an estimated cost of $24 million.
Lonowski called the situation a “new normal” that creates backups throughout the system. If beds
are full of patients who no longer need hospital care, she said, other patients have to wait. The
health system also is seeing backups in its emergency department.
Adrienne Olson, chief nursing officer and vice president of patient care services at Bryan Medical
Center in Lincoln, said that hospital has 20 to 40 patients at a given time who can’t access the next
level of care.







“There’s urgency to free up our acute care resources so every patient has access to the care they
need,” she said.
Nordquist said such backups are a particular concern with influenza cases beginning to tick up in the
state and forecasts of a potential return to a more normal flu season. Flu season already is a busy
time in most hospitals.
In the short term, he said, hospitals are on the verge of needing some temporary support. Options
include providing additional staffing support, potentially for nursing homes, or the kind of alternative
care sites Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts authorized last year when COVID-19 numbers were high.
Those temporary facilities were set up to care for patients who were too ill to go home but well
enough to leave the hospital.
“We’re kind of on the edge right now,” Nordquist said, “but as flu season progresses, we’re going to
need to be prepared to act and act fairly quickly as a state.”
Some situations involving patients waiting to be discharged won’t be resolved by staffing alone, he
said.
Nordquist also recommended several longer-term changes, including creating specialized units for
patients with complex health issues, specifically those with behavioral health issues and those who
are very overweight. Such units might come with funding for extra equipment and staffing.
The organization also recommended additional staffing for the state’s Office of the Public Guardian,
which has a backlog in assigning guardians for patients who can’t make medical decisions for
themselves and who don’t have family members able or willing to do so.
Nationally, he said, the American Hospital Association will be asking Congress to provide minimal
reimbursements for patients who stay past the time when Medicare payments cut off for a patient’s
initial diagnosis. The hospital association is asking for the same thing for Medicaid patients.
Dr. Henry Sakowski, medical director for CHI Health Partners, said one patient recorded two stays in
CHI Health hospitals totaling 785 days, requiring one-to-one supervision because of cognitive and
behavioral issues.
During the first 563 days, the hospital recouped 17% of charges. Medicaid covered only eight days of
the second part of the patient’s stay.
While reimbursements through those programs increased a bit last year, Nordquist said, they make
up 60% to 70% of a typical hospital’s revenue. Meanwhile, inflation is putting pressure on hospitals’
bottom lines, with labor, medication and other costs all up significantly.
Jalene Carpenter, the Nebraska Health Care Association’s president and CEO, said behavioral health
issues and a lack of a payer or health care decision-maker are among the primary reasons member
facilities can’t take hard-to-place patients.
The facilities still are down 12% in their staffing levels from February 2020, and staff are caring for
nearly the same number of patients. Closures also have impacted available beds, particularly in rural
areas.
Increased staffing and increased guardian assignments both would help, Carpenter said.
“We’re committed to finding solutions,” she said.
By Julie Anderson
 


Scottsbluff SH: Heartland Expressway adds 14 miles of
divided highway through Nebraska Panhandle







 
SCOTTSBLUFF — State and local officials celebrated the official opening of the Alliance south section
of the Heartland Expressway during a ceremony this month.
Work on the 14-mile section of the project that runs from Angora Hill to south of Alliance began in
the spring of 2021 and was not scheduled to be completed by contractor IHC-Scott until the spring
of next year.
“They’re actually six months ahead of schedule, and that’s a tremendous accomplishment given that
we’re coming out of the pandemic supply chain and labor force issues, so our hats are off to them,”
said Nebraska Director of Transportation John Selmer.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said, “Building infrastructure is part of what we do in state government and
national government to be able to help facilitate commerce and national development. This is a
great example of the types of projects that make that happen."
The Heartland Expressway, a federally designated, high-priority corridor, will eventually provide
multilane, divided highway access from Rapid City, South Dakota, to Denver, via Alliance, Scottsbluff,
Kimball and Brush, Colorado. The project has been in process since first proposed in the 1980s.
Increased revenue from the Build Nebraska Act and the Transportation Innovation Act enabled the
Nebraska Department of Transportation to extend the expressway earlier than anticipated. The state
also received an $18.3 million grant through the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Infrastructure
for Rebuilding America program.
“The Heartland Expressway is something that will be able to help trade and commerce,” Ricketts
said, noting it could shift traffic through Nebraska that currently uses Interstate 25 in Wyoming.
He said the Heartland Expressway is crucial to helping the trade agreement between the United
States, Mexico and Canada grow.
“We should see continued development of the three countries' trade relationships that will help
bring more traffic through the Nebraska Panhandle. It will also not only help with economic
development of our cities but also for safety and convenience.”
Alliance Mayor Mike Dafney, a member of the Heartland Expressway Association, said the addition
to the four-lane route is a sign of progress in the Panhandle.
“They say that everything comes to him or her that waits,” he said. “Twenty-eight years ago, we got
the corridor development plan outlining the benefits that a four-lane divided highway from the front
range of Colorado to Rapid City would provide.”
Dafney said that five businesses have already located on the Heartland Expressway in Alliance, with
more to come.
“We look forward to what’s going to happen next.”
By Kay Bakkehaug
 


OWH: 'Line in the sand': Repeal of Roe puts abortion on the
ballot in Nebraska


 
The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision striking down Roe v. Wade has turned Missy Hudson-Benash into
a warrior for abortion rights.







That’s why the mother of two was out last weekend canvassing for State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh
of Omaha, knocking on doors, handing out campaign flyers and talking up the candidate.
Cavanaugh was among the senators who blocked a bill in the Legislature last spring that would have
banned nearly all abortions in Nebraska. Hudson-Benash wants to make sure Cavanaugh will be back
in Lincoln in January to work to protect abortion rights.
“It’s scary,” Hudson-Benash said of the post-Roe politics of abortion. “I’m thinking about my rights
and my daughter’s rights.”
Indeed, the future of abortion in Nebraska now sits squarely on the state’s Nov. 8 ballot.
The Supreme Court in June stripped away the constitutional right to abortion that under Roe had
been enshrined for nearly half a century. That leaves individual states to decide whether abortion
will remain legal.
Now abortion opponents are seeking to garner the 33 votes in the 49-member Nebraska Legislature
they’d need to cut off filibusters and pass a ban or more restrictions on abortion in Nebraska.
“It’s going to determine whether abortion is going to continue in Nebraska,” said David Zebolsky of
Nebraskans Embracing Life, an Omaha anti-abortion group. “It couldn’t be more important in terms
of Nebraska lives saved.”
Conversely, abortion rights advocates are seeking to keep the 17 votes they need to preserve the
legal status quo on abortion in Nebraska. They argue that the difficult decision to obtain an abortion
is one that should continue to be left to a woman and her doctor.
Which side will prevail in the high-stakes battle appears to largely come down to nine closely
contested legislative races in which the advocacy groups have endorsed opposing candidates.
All but one of those most-contested races are also in Douglas and Sarpy Counties, making the
Omaha metro area ground zero in the battle.
Given the narrow margins, any one outcome could tip the scales.
“The situation seems extremely fragile and volatile,” said Denise Blaya Powell, co-founder of Women
Who Run Nebraska, a political action committee supporting women candidates who back abortion
rights. “We are at a point in our history where there’s a line in the sand, and you need to be on one
side or the other.”
Based on level of political activity, it appears abortion rights activists have received the biggest jolt of
energy from the Supreme Court’s decision.
An all-new political action committee formed by Omaha doctors has emerged as the state’s biggest
financial force on the issue, raising nearly $300,000 for ads and mailings in support of candidates
who support protecting abortion access.
Abortion rights advocates also say they sense momentum behind them, in part because they see
candidates who have backed abortion bans both here and nationally now waffling and avoiding the
issue.
“People are seeing this is not as popular an issue as they thought it would be,” Blaya Powell said.
Abortion opponents say they are motivated by the chance to join a dozen other states — among
them neighboring Missouri and South Dakota — that have passed abortion bans. Zebolsky said the
issue is all the more critical because the legal status of abortion in Nebraska is making the state a
destination for women from other states seeking abortions.
Nebraskans Embracing Life and Nebraska Right to Life over decades have built a cadre of Nebraskans
passionately opposed to abortion. Now the two groups are seeking to get their guides listing
endorsed candidates into the hands of supporters.
Dan Schlautman said he’s been working for nearly 50 years to stop abortions in Nebraska. That’s why







he and other volunteers were out last Sunday morning putting Nebraska Right to Life voter guides
on the windshields of cars outside his Lincoln church.
“It’s energized both sides,” he said of Roe’s repeal. “I would say our side has a little more hope now.”
***
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts has been frequently known to declare Nebraska “a pro-life state.” But
whether that’s true is debatable.
In a Pew poll in 2014 — the same year Ricketts was first elected — 50% of Nebraskans said abortion
should be legal in all or most cases, while 46% said it should be illegal in all or most cases. A poll
commissioned by the ACLU of Nebraska last spring found 55% opposed an abortion ban.
There’s no doubt, though, that a majority of Nebraska lawmakers have opposed abortion. Nebraska
in 2011 became the first state in the nation to ban abortions after 20 weeks, based on a still-
disputed premise that at that stage a fetus can feel pain.
Then, in April, senators on a 31-15 vote backed a “trigger bill” that would have outlawed nearly all
abortions in the state. But that was still two votes short of the 33 needed to cut off a filibuster
launched by opponents.
It was called a trigger bill because it would have taken effect if the Supreme Court overturned the
1973 Roe decision. Two months later, that’s just what the high court did.
Dozens of states politically dominated by Republicans proceeded to enact abortion bans. And in
Nebraska, where the GOP also holds most state offices, abortion opponents sought to round up
support for a special session on abortion.
However, a proposal that would have banned abortions in Nebraska after 12 weeks of pregnancy got
only 30 senators to sign on. Without 33 votes, Ricketts declined to call lawmakers to Lincoln.
Sandy Danek, executive director of Nebraska Right to Life, said the special session proposal was
ratcheted down from a total ban in an effort to attract more votes. Most states that have acted to
date have put in place total bans or bans after six weeks.
“We in no way would be happy with a 12-week ban,” she said.
The Guttmacher Institute, a nonprofit that studies abortion laws, last year put Nebraska on a list of
26 states sure or likely to ban abortion if Roe passed. The state was one of four in the likely category.
But whether that comes to pass now will hinge largely on the Nov. 8 vote. It’s a campaign that
features some new players.
A group of five fertility doctors in Omaha became concerned last spring that the trigger bill could
make it impossible to perform in-vitro fertilization for couples having difficulty conceiving children.
Backers of the bill offered assurances that was not the bill’s intent. But one of the doctors, Dr.
Meghan Oakes, said that would have been the inevitable result of language in the bill giving
personhood status to a fertilized egg. It’s common during the in-vitro process for fertilized eggs not
to survive.
“It showed why people who don’t know anything about medicine shouldn’t legislate medicine,”
Oakes said.
The doctors and a coalition of hundreds of families who have used fertility services became vocal
and lobbied against the trigger ban before it failed. But weeks later when Roe was overturned, the
doctors decided they needed to do more.
In July, eight doctors joined to found Campaign for a Healthy Nebraska, a new political action
committee. Its goal is to support Nebraska candidates who back maintaining the status quo on
abortion, making sure the procedure preserves its “restricted but available” status, Oakes said.
Through early October, the new PAC had raised more than $275,000 and spent nearly $200,000 to
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back its endorsed candidates.
Barbara Weitz, a member of the University of Nebraska Board of Regents from Omaha, has been by
far the group’s largest single donor at $150,000. Oakes said the group has hundreds of donors
overall.
Those dollars have funded thousands of mailings in support of pro-choice candidates as well as
targeted video ads on social media that have appeared on screens 3 million times. The group also
took out full-page ads in major papers in the state listing the names of some 500 health care
providers who support maintaining legal abortion.
The goal of the campaign is to help voters, particularly women, understand “there is an issue on the
ballot that has never been on the ballot before,” Oakes said.
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Nebraska — a political arm of Planned Parenthood North Central
States — says it is running the biggest and most expensive campaign in its history, including phone
banking, canvassing and mailings. Through early October, it had spent more than $25,000 in support
of its endorsed legislative candidates.
Women Who Run Nebraska has contributed $37,000 during this election cycle directly to its
endorsed pro-choice legislative candidates. Other groups encouraging pro-choice voters to get to
the polls include the ACLU and the Women’s Fund of Omaha.
“A few hundred votes can make the difference,” said Scout Richters, senior legal and policy counsel
with ACLU of Nebraska.
Nebraska Right to Life this year has spent $25,000 as it has distributed 70,000 printed copies of the
voter guide, emailed out digital copies and also used social media, Danek said. In addition, for the
first time it’s added a feature to its website that allows people to enter their address to get a list of
endorsed candidates.
It also is sending mailings targeting four legislative candidates for their “radical” views on abortion.
“We are breaking our backs to make sure people know who the pro-life candidates are,” Danek said.
“We have so many people who want a voice and an opportunity to change our laws to protect not
only the child in the womb, but the woman we believe is harmed in an abortion.”
Historically, groups fighting abortion have enjoyed the advantage of having more single-issue voters
on their side. Danek acknowledged it’s possible the repeal of Roe has now altered that dynamic.
There’s evidence the repeal of Roe has indeed produced more single-issue abortion rights voters.
“You are talking to one,” said Cheri Cody, a 76-year-old Omaha retiree. On Tuesday night, she was
among a half dozen volunteers working a phone bank at Planned Parenthood’s office in Omaha.
While she has been active politically before, Cody said she decided after Roe’s repeal that abortion
rights would be her sole issue this year.
“I’m appalled that women have lost the right to choose what to do with their body,” she said.
There’s not a lot of disagreement between the two sides on where this year’s abortion battleground
is. Identifying it starts with the 30 seats held by senators who were willing to support a special
session.
Anti-abortion forces will apparently pick up one other seat in Nebraska’s Panhandle, where both
candidates seeking to replace a term-limited senator are endorsed by Nebraska Right to Life. But
that still leaves abortion opponents at least two seats short of 33.
Whether they get to 33 will most likely come down to nine legislative races that appear closely
contested and where the candidates have voiced differing views on abortion.
In eight of the nine races, the candidate who won the May primary election prevailed by fewer than
10 percentage points or picked up less than 50% of the primary vote. The other race involves an







incumbent recently appointed to the seat after the primary.
The abortion issue is also playing into the battle the political parties wage each year for seats in the
officially non-partisan Legislature. All the candidates in the nine key races that were endorsed by
anti-abortion groups are Republicans, while abortion rights groups endorsed eight Democrats and an
independent.
Of the nine seats, six are held by senators who did not support the special session, while three are
held by senators who did.
Seven of the seats are in west central Douglas County (Districts 4, 6, 10, 12, 18, 20 and 31), one in
western Sarpy (36) and one in northeast Lincoln (26).
“Omaha is at the center of it all right now,” Blaya Powell said.
Last weekend, Hudson-Benash walked up 89th Street in Omaha’s District 6. That’s where incumbent
Cavanaugh, a Democrat who supports abortion rights, is in a heated battle with Christian Mirch, a
Republican who has the endorsement of anti-abortion groups.
At one house, Hudson-Benash met a couple who informed her they’d already cast early votes for
Cavanaugh, and then agreed to put a Cavanaugh sign in their yard.
At another door, an older woman said “Not interested” when she saw the Cavanaugh flyer Hudson-
Benash was peddling.
“I believe in women,” she said, “but I also believe in pro-life.”
“That’s fair,” Hudson-Benash replied.
As Hudson-Benash made her rounds, it was clear someone else had recently hit the same
neighborhood on behalf of Mirch. His campaign literature was left at several doors. Hudson-Benash
noted that while Cavanaugh’s flyer listed her support of “reproductive healthcare access” at the very
top, Mirch’s didn’t mention the abortion issue at all.
Abortion rights advocates say they’ve observed a trend in the campaign of abortion opponents
downplaying their positions, pointing to Mirch as a prime example.
Before the primary, Mirch told The World-Herald he would support a total ban on abortion other
than to protect the life of the mother. But he recently told the paper that while pro-life, he would
cast his vote based on what a majority of his constituents want.
“Representatives cannot be constituencies of one,” he said.
Mirch denied that it represents a change in his position. He also downplayed the importance of the
abortion issue in the district, saying voters are more concerned about inflation and the economy.
Nationally, polling indeed shows that abortion is not the top-line issue with most voters, though it is
a stronger motivator for Democrats than Republicans. That does underscore that as passionate as
both sides are in the abortion debate, abortion won’t be the only issue deciding the key races.
Danek said she had a “long talk” with Mirch after his recent statements came to light. She said she
came away convinced he remains “committed to the pro-life position.”
Cavanaugh said she heard from one voter who was told by Mirch he had the same position as
Cavanaugh on abortion — an allegation Mirch denies. Overall, Cavanaugh said she thinks Mirch is
showing he has already heard the voice of the district, which is why he’s now trying to “walk back”
his position.
“He’s lying to someone, lying to the people at the door or to Sandy Danek at Nebraska Right to Life,”
Cavanaugh said.
Questions about a candidate’s positions on abortion have also been raised in neighboring District 20.
During the primary there, Stu Dornan, a Republican who formerly served as Douglas County
attorney, received an endorsement from Nebraska Right to Life. That came despite the fact he told
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the group he did not favor repeal of Roe — a pillar position with the group.
Dornan recently told The World-Herald that he considers the state’s current 20-week ban
“reasonable,” has not seen proposals that merit changing it, and would have voted against the
trigger bill.
“My views, I believe, are consistent with a majority of the citizens of District 20,” he said.
After Danek had a voter express concerns about Dornan’s positions, she spoke to him, and Nebraska
Right to Life pulled its endorsement. Danek, though, said she still considers Dornan pro-life and
remains hopeful he would be willing to support additional abortion restrictions.
Dornan’s opponent, Democrat John Fredrickson, has the endorsement of abortion rights groups.
They have been highlighting several other answers Dornan gave on the Nebraska Right to Life
survey, including that he’d seriously consider introducing legislation for the group and would vote to
pull its bills to the floor if they were stuck in committee.
Such nuances associated with abortion legislation underscore that the full picture of abortion’s
future in Nebraska can’t be known until the makeup of the Legislature is set and bills hit the floor.
Until then, neither side in the debate is intending to let up. That’s why Hudson-Benash was once
again out canvassing Saturday, this time in District 20 in support of Fredrickson.
“My goal is to do everything I can before the election,” she said. “I think it’s just so necessary.”
By Henry J. Cordes
 


AP: Nebraska struggling to OK ban despite anti-abortion
history


 
Nebraska Republicans are expected to dominate as usual at the polls in November and retain their
solid majority of the officially nonpartisan Legislature. They face a far tougher challenge flipping
enough seats to push through a statewide abortion ban.
The U.S. Supreme Court decision overturning the constitutional right to abortion has injected a
degree of uncertainty into elections, even in some of the nation's most reliably red states. Abortion
opponents in Nebraska are hoping to avoid a repeat of what happened this summer in neighboring
Kansas, where voters overwhelming rejected a ballot measure that would have paved the way for an
abortion ban there.
“Whether we like it or not, Nebraska is now a destination state for abortion,” said David Zebolsky,
chairman of Nebraskans Embracing Life. “We’re supporting strong pro-life legislative candidates in
the November election to change that.”
Even with Republicans considered a lock to maintain a solid majority of Nebraska's unique one-
chamber Legislature, they need to gain at least two seats to end the state's status as the nation's
most unlikely harbor for abortion services. Under legislative rules, some measures — including an
abortion ban — can be blocked by the minority if supporters don't get at least 33 votes in the 49-
member body.
The ruling overturning Roe v. Wade enabled other conservative states to quickly outlaw most
abortions, but the proposed Nebraska ban received only 31 votes — two short of the number
needed to avoid a filibuster.
Nebraska Republicans' hopes to outlaw abortions were thwarted again weeks later, when Gov. Pete
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Ricketts opted not to call a special session to enact a ban because backers were, at that time, three
votes short.
Such setbacks are odd given Nebraska’s history as a leader in abortion restrictions. It enacted the
country’s first law banning abortion after 20 weeks of pregnancy based on the disputed theory that
a fetus at that point can feel pain.
The upcoming election could give supporters the votes they need for a ban, or it could leave
Nebraska as a rare state where Republicans control nearly all aspects of government but allow
abortions to continue.
Nebraska’s tug-of-war over abortion comes at a time when the issue has roiled politics across the
country. Voters in Kentucky will decide next month the fate of a proposed constitutional
amendment that would eliminate the right to abortion in the state. The red state of Montana will
have a “born alive” measure on the ballot there, requiring health care providers to take “all
medically appropriate and reasonable actions to preserve the life” of an infant born alive, including
after an attempted abortion. Doctors have warned that the measure would force them to prolong
the suffering of infants born with fatal deformities.
And in Georgia, which could decide control of the U.S. Senate, abortion has taken an outsized role in
the neck-and-neck race between Democratic Sen. Raphael Warnock and his Republican challenger,
former football star Herschel Walker. Walker, a staunch anti-abortion proponent, has been plagued
by recent claims that he paid for a woman’s 2009 abortion and later fathered a child with her.
Republicans who have historically championed anti-abortion causes appeared to be caught flat-
footed in the wake of the judicial branch overturning Roe, a move that was unpopular with a
majority of Americans, according to polls taken ahead of the decision. An Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research poll conducted after the ruling revealed a majority of Americans
want Congress to pass a law guaranteeing access to legal abortion nationwide.
That polling has led Republican candidates who would normally tout their anti-abortion credentials
to back away from the issue this election cycle. In Nebraska, some Republican candidates in and
around Omaha and Lincoln, which are less conservative than the state’s more rural areas, are
tailoring their messages on abortion with that in mind. Conversely, Democrats who would normally
avoid the issue of abortion so as not to rile voters in a conservative state are now putting the issue
front-and-center of their campaigns.
President Joe Biden promised during a speech this month to push a bill that codifies Roe v. Wade if
Democrats control enough seats in Congress to pass it.
Omaha state Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh, one of the most vocal opponents of a failed “trigger bill”
backed by Republicans last session that would have outlawed nearly all abortions, has placed her
support for abortion access at the top of her campaign website. She cited an ACLU-commissioned
poll in March that showed Nebraskans opposed to a total abortion ban by a 20-point margin.
Her opponent, Christian Mirch, had until recently been just as vocal about his support for banning
abortion. He has attended anti-abortion rallies and stated in the Nebraska Catholic Voter Guide his
support for an abortion ban “from the moment of conception.” But he seems to have backpedaled
on that stance in the wake of blowback from the overturning of Roe.
“We’ve gotten away from that representative form of government in recent years,” he said. “We
can’t be constituencies of one.”
Asked about polling that shows most Americans opposing the overturning of Roe, Mirch countered
that “we haven’t done that polling in this district.”
Cavanaugh said Mirch has been knocking on doors in the district and telling some voters that he and
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Cavanaugh have essentially the same views on abortion. Mirch said he simply has assured voters
that he would not do anything that would endanger in vitro fertilization treatments.
Cavanaugh isn’t buying it.
“You don’t lie about your position unless you know it’s going to cost you votes," she said.
Of the 15 Nebraska lawmakers who voted to block the abortion ban bill, eight are facing reelection
challenges or not running.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln political science professor John Hibbing said he expects Nebraska
Republicans will pick up the seats they need to ban abortions, but he notes the Supreme Court ruling
“has put pressure on Republicans that they haven't felt before.”
Since the ruling, Planned Parenthood clinics in Lincoln and Omaha — two of the three in Nebraska
that provide abortion services — have seen an increase in the number of people from outside the
state seeking them. Andi Curry Grubb, the executive director of Planned Parenthood Advocates of
Nebraska, said many of the women the clinics are seeing have few resources to allow them to travel
hundreds of miles from their homes.
“I know we had one patient who drove a U-Haul from Texas to Nebraska to get to one of our
clinics," Grubb said, "because it was the only vehicle they could rent within a reasonable price
range.”
By Margery A. Beck
 


Nebraska Examiner: Spending on Nebraska elections is
surging, with no end in sight


 
OMAHA — Every two years, Nebraskans get inundated by political ads, mailers and text messages
from candidates for federal office. Every four years, would-be governors come calling with wave
after wave of advertising.
But the torrent of ads and outreach from races down the ballot — from Legislature to local school
boards — is relatively new. What’s changed? Donors these days are spending more money on state
and local races, including the smaller ones.
By the mid-June filing deadline, Nebraska campaigns and political committees had raised a record
$51 million on state and local races, based on a dozen years of campaign finance data.
That’s more than double the old record of $23 million just two years ago. It’s nearly seven times the
recent low of $7 million raised for those races in 2012.
In 2014’s midterm elections that, like this year, included an open seat for governor and a
competitive Republican primary, $20 million was raised.
A record year
Nebraska’s costliest-ever GOP primary for governor this spring drove the newest numbers. Nearly
$28 million was raised, powered by agribusinessman Charles Herbster’s $13 million, University of
Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen’s $10 million and State Sen. Brett Lindstrom’s $3 million.
Political spending by Gov. Pete Ricketts and his family added up. They gave nearly $2 million to
Conservative Nebraska, an outside group that hammered both of Pillen’s top GOP opponents.
The governor also helped fund groups spending on other races, including the Nebraska Future
Action Fund, which is spending on a University of Nebraska regent’s race and others. 







Two well-funded ballot initiatives are adding another boost to the numbers. Efforts to require voters
to show ID and to raise the minimum wage have generated about $2 million apiece. 
Ricketts’ mother, Marlene, funded much of the Voter ID effort. Donors to the minimum wage effort
include Nebraska Appleseed, labor unions and a national progressive group, Sixteen Thirty Fund. 
Education races
Fundraising is up from conservative groups that support charter schools and vouchers, including the
Nebraska Federation for Children, which reported raising $735,000.
The Nebraska State Education Association and other supporters of public education, including a new
group, Trust Nebraska Teachers, are raising money on the other side. Late fundraising by this and
other new groups isn’t yet showing up on campaign finance forms and will likely add to record totals,
political observers told the Nebraska Examiner.
Then there are the State Board of Education races, which are seeing record fundraising from all sides
after the board proposed, and later withdrew, new health standards. 
A slate of four GOP candidates for the board has objected to how the standards would have advised
Nebraska schools on how to address issues facing LGBTQ students, including transgendered youths.
A national and local GOP effort is underway to motivate conservative parents to vote. Advocates for
LGBTQ students say the campaigns risk alienating kids.
Republicans and Democrats running for the board this year all raised more than $30,000 each, which
used to be the high-water mark for races outside of the Omaha area.
More candidates raise $100k
One clear sign of increased spending is the growing number of legislative candidates raising six-
figure sums.
Spending has been trending upward since at least 2010. 
Nebraska legislative candidates crossed a historic threshold in 2020, when a record 27 candidates
each raised more than $100,000 to run for a position that pays $12,000 a year. 
This year, another 20 legislative candidates appeared poised to raise $100,000 or more, based on
post-primary records filed with the Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Commission.
Ten years ago, only seven or eight legislative candidates raised that level of campaign funds. 
In other highly competitive races, major party candidates for Douglas and Lancaster County attorney
are all raising six figures, and some candidates in next spring’s mayor’s race in Lincoln are already
eclipsing $100,000.
Change on the ground
Nebraska Public Service Commissioner Crystal Rhoades, who has previously helped elect Democrats
in Douglas County, said she sees a difference from past years in the level of spending on down-ballot
races and in who is spending money.
Rhoades said she had seen expensive individual races before, but not this many and not to this
degree. 
“There are many more groups participating and forming, and the existing groups are spending much
more (money),” she said. “Some of these legislative races are going to get to $400,000 or $500,000
when you include independent expenditures.” 
Former State Sen. Phil Erdman, a Republican who now lobbies the Nebraska and Iowa Legislatures
for agricultural equipment dealers, said people shouldn’t worry about the money being raised,
because it’s being raised by both sides.
Erdman cited his first race for the Legislature in 2000. He said he was outspent 5-to-1 or 6-to-1.
“You’ll see some races where somebody may have raised more and spent more, but it doesn’t







necessarily add up to a win,” Erdman said. “If you don’t have the resources, you can’t get your
message out effectively.”
Cost of costlier campaigns
Gavin Geis of Common Cause Nebraska, which advocates for limits on campaign contributions, said
the rising cost of running is pricing out people who don’t have connections to wealth.
“We’ve seen this nationally,” Geis said. “There is more of a focus on local races. There is way more
giving at the local level. It’s not surprising, but it’s still shocking.
“The question is when does this stop? When does it plateau?”
That fundraising will continue to climb, he said, as long as the Legislature maintains the state as a
“Wild West” for political fundraising, with no caps on donations and few rules.  
Voters, he said, lose the ability to elect leaders who represent and reflect their communities as the
cost of running increases. 
A 1993 Nebraska law tried to balance the scales by setting a voluntary spending limit. Once a
candidate eclipsed that level of spending, the state offered public money to competing campaigns
that raised and spent less.
Under the law, legislative races were capped at a certain level, and few candidates bucked the limit.
The Nebraska Supreme Court tossed out the law in 2012, however, and campaign spending has risen
dramatically since then.
Geis said Nebraska is unlikely to revive its Campaign Finance Limitation Act, but he said state
senators could legislate limits on individual and group donations that would pass constitutional
muster.
“They should do something,” he said.
Former State Sen. Scott Lautenbaugh, a Republican who tried to repeal the limitations act when he
was in the Legislature, said he preferred increasing public disclosure of who is donating funds and
not setting  spending limits.
Caps, he said, encroach on people’s “freedom of speech.”
Possible causes
Creighton University political scientist Richard Witmer and retired University of Nebraska at Omaha
political scientist Paul Landow said several factors are driving the new spending.
Among the contributing causes in Nebraska that they cited: 


Campaigns have become more expensive, as TV, radio, newspaper and online advertising
costs more, and as political consultants charge more.
Term limits are a factor because they create more open-seat races, on which both parties
compete and spend more. 
High-dollar donors are spending more as they compete with each other for influence. The
professors mentioned big spending on other political races by Ricketts and Herbster as
examples.
Dark money groups, which shield the identity of their donors, are also attracting more
funding. 


“Generally speaking, spending on political races is out of control,” Landow said. “It gets more and
more expensive every year. It’s not good for American democracy.”
And why would people want to raise that much money for a $12,000 job in the Nebraska
Legislature?
“It’s never about the money,” Witmer said. “You can’t put a price on power. Why would all of these
people want a job in Congress? In Lincoln, it’s the same thing.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 







LJS: Lunch lady challenges banker to serve as east Lincoln's
next state senator


 
If they weren’t sharing space on the ballot, Robert Clements and Sarah Slattery would have nearly
nothing in common.
He’s 71, a former actuary and third-generation bank co-owner who married his Elmwood High
School sweetheart nearly 50 years ago.
She’s 40, a single mom with a nose ring and degrees in graphic arts and culinary arts who calls
herself the Lunch Lady.
He lives in the rural southwest corner of Cass County. She lives in the county’s opposite corner, on
the edge of the Omaha metro area.
He considers himself a conservative Republican, though willing to listen to and consider other
viewpoints.
She sees herself as a personally progressive Democrat but capable of representing all of her
constituents.
Their stances on most political and policy issues couldn’t be further apart.
And four years ago, none of this would have directly mattered to Lincoln-area voters.
The District 2 legislative seat Slattery and Clements are campaigning for once stopped at the
Lancaster-Cass county line. But redistricting pushed District 2’s western boundary across the border
and all the way to east Lincoln, including areas east of 84th and the 70th and A to Van Dorn areas.
Home to nearly 12,000 registered voters, according to Lancaster County Election Commissioner
Dave Shively.
Republicans have the advantage in the Lancaster County swath of District 2 — 5,312 to 3,375
Democrats. That leaves nearly 2,500 residents registered as nonpartisan, Libertarian or with the pro-
marijuana party.
So there are votes in play.
Both candidates are capable of serving Lincoln and Lancaster County, they said.
Slattery has a team knocking on doors in Lincoln on her behalf; she has arthritis in one knee and torn
meniscus in the other, so her mobility is limited. But she’s trying to organize events where she can
personally reach as many potential voters as she can.
“I think that's the best way to get them to vote for me: They get to meet me and look me in the face,
and when I tell them I want to help them, they can see that I mean it.”
Clements has been knocking on doors in Lincoln, and he knows his way around. Elmwood is a small
town, so he routinely makes the 20-mile trip west.
“I’m in Lincoln very often, at least weekly, and I feel very comfortable representing that area.”
Slattery, the Lunch Lady
She grew up in Plattsmouth, attended its small Catholic school and graduated from Creighton
University with a bachelor’s degree in graphic arts.
And regretted it. “I realized that I don't really like sitting at a computer all that much.”
She enrolled in a master’s of fine arts in photography program in North Carolina, but returned after
a semester. Not for her, either.
In 2007, she signed up to serve AmeriCorps for a year, building Habitat for Humanity homes in North







Omaha. At the same time, she enrolled in classes at Metro Community College’s culinary school.
“So I said, ‘I’m going to take a couple of classes and if I like it, I’ll take a couple more.’ Then I ended
up getting a degree because I never stopped liking it.”
In the meantime, her parents had started a vineyard and tasting room in rural Cass County, and she
now caters events there.
Big events, which have taught her to juggle. On a recent Saturday, she attended a morning caucus
meeting and that night served 160 meals at a wedding. Pulled pork, smoked turkey, mac and cheese
and smashed potatoes.
She specializes in upscale comfort food. “A higher-end twist on things that people normally like to
eat.” Wood-fired pizzas and French onion soup. Not just mac and cheese, but bacon-and-bleu
cheese mac and cheese.
But that’s not why she’s called the Lunch Lady. A few years ago, she started volunteering at her
daughter’s school — the same Catholic school she and her father attended — and was hired part
time to help serve and wash dishes.
In 2019, the school’s nutritional director announced she was leaving and Slattery got the job.
She changed it, she said. Government nutritional standards for schools — calorie counts, sodium
limits, vegetable subgroups — can be tough to navigate, so many schools resort to buying prepared
meals, like chicken patties.
“But a lot of those premade foods are not super delicious or appealing. I came in and used my
culinary knowledge and experience.”
With a lot of seasoning and a fresh salsa selection, for example, she elevated bland USDA commodity
food — brown rice, black beans and diced chicken — into a school favorite, Chipotle-like burrito
bowls.
Sarah Slattery, running for Legislature District 2, meets with the Journal Star editorial board.
She introduced a daily fruit and vegetable bar. She made her own broccoli-cheese soup, cheese-
stuffed pretzels, chili and cinnamon rolls.
She did that for three strange school years. The first, water restrictions from the spring 2019
flooding. Then the pandemic.
The bright spot during the past two school years? The federal government subsidizing school meals.
“You know your kid has a hot healthy meal waiting for them at school. And I think that was so
incredible.”
She left that job before this school year, but she can draw a straight line between her time there and
one of her platforms: Now that the federal government stopped paying for school meals, why can’t
the state step up?
“When kids are ensured a hot, nutritiously dense meal, then they can stop worrying about how
hungry they are in school and focus more on their studies.”
That job, and her other experiences, also helped define her overall candidacy.
She’s running as a working-class parent, and believes her background helps her relate better to
Nebraskans than her opponent can, because she’s shared their everyday struggles.
She hears it at her campaign events. “It’s overwhelming. People are excited. Not just about change,
but about change that looks like them.”
She believes that connection — her background — is more important to voters than her political
affiliation. And if elected, their political affiliation won’t matter to her, either, especially if they need
her help.
“In the Nebraska Legislature, there’s not supposed to be an aisle, you’re not supposed to be allegiant







to your party. I intend to only answer to my constituents. I’m there to serve the people in my district,
and not tell them what’s what.”
Clements, the surprise state senator
Robert Clements was already busy in 2017.
He was the third-generation president of Elmwood’s American Exchange Bank, which also has a
branch in Eagle. He managed the bank’s insurance agency. He spent his springs preparing tax
returns.
And then the governor came calling. Bill Kintner had recently resigned the District 2 seat after a sex
scandal — and just minutes before the Legislature was to begin debate on taking the unprecedented
step of tossing him out of office.
Gov. Pete Ricketts needed to replace Kintner. Nearly three dozen people had applied for the job, but
not Clements.
He had no experience in office. And at the time, no particular political aspirations.
“I thought about it, but I told my wife I’m too busy; I was not going to put my name in. But then my
name was recommended to the governor’s office.”
Ricketts gave him an interview, and then a job offer.
Clements took it.
“First of all, you don’t say no to the governor, easily. And I thought I did have the skills. I’ve always
enjoyed learning things. I’ve always been a curious person.”
He liked learning, but not teaching. So when he attended the University of Nebraska, he majored in
math and minored in actuarial science.
“The actuarial field works with lots of numbers and math — and it’s not teaching.”
After graduating in 1973, he and Peggy — they’d started dating when she was a high school
sophomore, and he was a junior — moved to Kansas City, where he worked for an insurance
company for five years.
But Elmwood drew them back. His father was thinking about retiring as bank president and needed a
successor; and the young couple decided they’d rather raise their kids — they’d eventually have five
— in a small town.
When Ricketts offered Clements the legislative seat, one of his sons, and a nephew, were ready to
take over the bank’s daily operations. That made it easier to say yes.
Rob Clements, running for Legislature in District 2, meets with the Journal Star editorial board.
“The business wasn’t going to suffer. A few years earlier, it would have been harder.”
His first session was a learning curve. The rules of the Legislature. The force that was former Omaha
Sen. Ernie Chambers. Analyzing bills related to subjects and industries he wasn’t familiar with.
He liked it. He finished off the last two years of Kintner’s term, was reelected and is now trying to
return for a final four years.
“I’m glad to represent District 2. This election is about the economy and inflation, controlling
government spending. We need to cut taxes to help family budgets. The low-income and fixed-
income people are hurting more than ever.”
He knows this, he said, because he’s not as out of touch with most voters as his opponent suggests.
Clements watched the insurance industry change over the decades, and not just in its arms race of
kitschy TV commercials. So much of it is internet-based now, with agents and clients who never
meet.
“It’s become more of an online, do-it-yourself situation, rather than personal visits with an agent. I
think it’s better for people to get advice from an agent who can recommend policies that will better







fit the customer better.”
And it’s that personal approach — the face-to-face visits — that helps him relate to his constituents.
He’s spent decades as their banker, their tax preparer, their insurance agent.
He has a better view than most of what they’re going through.
“I've been a banker for 43 years, I've been working with all the people in the community, from low-
income to high-income. And I’ve been a friend to all levels of society and have treated them all
fairly.”
District 2 details
PRIMARY VOTES
Robert Clements: 5,154
Sarah Slattery: 2,221
ENDORSEMENTS
Clements: Gov. Pete Ricketts; Lt. Gov. Mike Foley; Sen. Deb Fischer; Rep. Mike Flood; Former Gov.
Kay Orr; Plattsmouth Mayor Paul Lambert
Slattery: Run For Something; National Association of Social Workers; Nebraska State AFL-CIO;
Nebraska State Education Association; IBEW Nebraska Electrical Workers Council; Women Who Run
Nebraska; Nebraska Farmers Union; Nebraska Association of Public Employees; Lincoln Journal Star
editorial board; NDP Women’s Council
CAMPAIGN FINANCE
(June 15 through Oct. 4)
Clements: $68,707 raised; $48,675 spent.
Slattery: $27,971 raised; $22,808 spent.
ON THE ISSUES
For more detailed answers from the candidates, see the Journal Star’s 2022 Voter’s Guide
Support continuation of election of legislative leaders and committee chairs by secret ballot?
Clements: No. “Secret votes violate our Constitution and Nebraskans have a constitutional right to
know how each senator votes.”
Slattery: Yes. “Taking away the secret ballot would be a slap in the face to the nonpartisan nature of
the unicameral.”
Support legislation limiting prohibiting or limiting abortion in Nebraska?
Clements: Yes. “I would support legislation to limit elective abortion earlier than the current 20-week
ban.” Would also support exceptions for medical emergencies, and would not oppose exceptions in
cases of rape and incest.
Slattery: No. “Nebraska already has legislation limiting abortion. I see no need to change what is
already in place.”
Support legislation to allow Nebraskans to carry guns without permits or safety training?
Clements: Mixed. “I would support fewer permit requirements, but I would not oppose a limited
safety training provision.”
Slattery: No. “People need training and permits to operate motor vehicles. Those same things make
sense for folks who would like to carry guns.”
By Peter Salter
 


OWH: School funding plan backed by Pillen could cost
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districts $270M per year, report says


 
LINCOLN — Jim Pillen’s proposal to change Nebraska’s school funding formula to a per-student basis
could cost some districts $270 million, according to a new analysis.
The OpenSky Policy Institute published a report earlier this month stating that a per-student funding
system would mean that districts serving the majority of Nebraska students would lose funding they
are receiving under the current per-district formula.
The report doesn’t specifically mention Pillen, but the Republican gubernatorial nominee has made a
per-student funding system a prominent part of his campaign. The topic was the subject of a
campaign ad that started airing in early October.
“We should never, ever give up on a kid,” Pillen says in the ad. “As governor, I’ll reform education
funding and stop the state from picking winners and losers so that every single Nebraska kid has the
opportunity they deserve.”
Under Nebraska’s current formula, the lion’s share of education funding — about $880 million of the
total $1.07 billion — comes in equalization aid, which goes to high-need districts. For the 2022-23
school year, the aid was distributed to 86 of the state’s 244 districts, but the OpenSky report said
those 86 districts serve 78% of Nebraska’s students.
The state’s largest public school district, Omaha Public Schools, also is the largest recipient of
equalization aid, with the district calculated to receive $269.08 million for 2022-23, according to
data from the Nebraska Department of Education. The state’s second and third largest districts by
student population, Lincoln Public Schools and Millard Public Schools, receive the second and fourth
most equalization aid, at $106.7 million and $44.7 million respectively. Grand Island Public Schools is
set to receive the third most equalization aid at just under $53 million.
Pillen has argued that it is unfair that the 158 remaining districts don’t receive any equalization aid.
Christian Barnard, senior policy analyst for the Reason Foundation, a libertarian think tank, said the
gap makes the current funding formula irrelevant for two-thirds of Nebraska’s school districts.
“It’s almost like they’re in different worlds,” Barnard said.
The OpenSky report said most districts receiving equalization aid are already near their property tax
levy limits, so the drop in funding through a per-student system would mean many districts would
have to seek tax increases to avoid major service cuts. The report estimated it would take an average
levy override of 41 cents to compensate for the losses in state aid.
State Sen. Lynne Walz of Fremont, chair of the Education Committee, said she believes the current
funding formula is the most effective tool the state has at discerning the true funding needs for all
districts.
“It’s easy to just throw out an idea and then step away,” Walz said in an email. “However, those
ideas affect every single Nebraskan.”
In an email statement, Pillen attacked the OpenSky report, saying it was backed by “entrenched
interests” intent on maintaining the status quo.
“When you make as many assumptions as this back-of-the-napkin ‘analysis’ does, you can arrive at
whatever conclusion you want,” Pillen said in the statement.
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn echoed Pillen’s sentiment, and said OpenSky is supported by the
most populous school districts in the state. In the past, she said, the organization has criticized the
current funding formula for underfunding larger districts.
Pillen’s opponent, Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, called these claims “ridiculous.” She said neither



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.openskypolicy.org%2Fshift-to-per-student-funding-system-could-hurt-students&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C753700798d404bff7a8008dabb465ae1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638028208125495816%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IdOYh34VIuEv0ht%2BiUE%2FlKjdWwiyvQiceH%2FbGI6g75I%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D4B_5C9RZIhk&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C753700798d404bff7a8008dabb465ae1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638028208125495816%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R0sokKgwiAXCz1uO5WIt0vs8PpGZtTh%2BKjrk3yeNdN0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D4B_5C9RZIhk&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C753700798d404bff7a8008dabb465ae1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638028208125495816%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R0sokKgwiAXCz1uO5WIt0vs8PpGZtTh%2BKjrk3yeNdN0%3D&reserved=0





OpenSky nor the Platte Institute, a think tank established by Gov. Pete Ricketts, are biased, and both
provide important research.
“Numbers never lie,” said Blood, a Democrat.
Though Blood doesn’t support a per-student funding system, she said the state’s current formula is
“antiquated” and relies too much on property taxes.
Barnard said Nebraska ranks third in the U.S. for dependence on property taxes for school funding.
Nebraska’s property taxes are high because the state doesn’t fully fund its schools, Blood said.
Jenni Benson, president of the Nebraska State Education Association, said the only way to lower
property taxes is for the state to increase school funding. She described Pillen’s approach as “the
wrong solution to the right problem.”
“You’re just rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic with a plan that simply robs Peter to pay Paul,”
Benson said in an email.
Spencer Head, an Omaha Public Schools board member, noted in an email that per-student funding
proposals have come up many times in previous legislative sessions. None of them have passed, but
Head said he believes the idea has some merit. It just can’t be the only metric, he said.
Linehan, a member of the Education Committee, also said there are ways the state can switch to
per-student funding without hurting districts that receive equalization aid, although she did not give
specifics on how that would be possible.
“Everybody can win,” Linehan said. “Nobody has to be a loser here.”
By Erin Bamer
 


AP: Nebraska politician, accuser drop lawsuits over grope
claims


 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Dueling lawsuits have been dropped by a former Nebraska candidate for
governor and a fellow Republican state lawmaker who accused him of groping her at a political
function several years ago.
Charles W. Herbster, who lost his bid in May to become the Republican nominee for governor
despite an early endorsement from former President Donald Trump, sued state Sen. Julie Slama for
defamation. That came after Slama told the Nebraska Examiner that, in 2019, Herbster reached
under her skirt and groped her at the Douglas County Republican Party event when she was 22.
Slama was one of eight women who accused Herbster of unwanted groping, but Slama was the only
one to go on the record with her name. Herbster denied the allegations and painted them as a
politically motivated attack.
Slama quickly countersued, accusing Herbster of sexual battery. The competing lawsuits had largely
stalled in the months since being filed, with both sides seeking delays.
Online court records show that both sides on Wednesday submitted a motion to dismiss their
lawsuits with prejudice, meaning they can’t be refiled. On Thursday, the judge granted the motion.
Neither the motion nor the judge’s order addressed why the parties sought to dismiss their
respective lawsuits.
An attorney for Slama confirmed the dismissal Friday, but declined to answer questions on what led
to the dismissal, saying the firm “will make no further statement on the matter.”
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Attorneys for Herbster did not immediately return phone messages Friday seeking comment.
The accusations of sexual misconduct against Herbster and subsequent lawsuits exposed deep
divisions in the state Republican Party.
Herbster had been seen as a strong front-runner through much of the primary, thanks to the early
endorsement of Trump. But the accusations of unwanted groping proved damaging — even after
Trump came to Nebraska for a rally to help bolster the embattled Herbster.
Most of Nebraska’s Republican establishment, including Gov. Pete Ricketts, backed the eventual
winner of the gubernatorial primary: hog producer and University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen.
Several female Republican state lawmakers set up a legal fund to help the women who accused
Herbster.
At least one GOP lawmaker, Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, labeled Herbster “a predator.”
Two months after Herbster was defeated in the primary election, hard feelings within the state party
boiled over at the state Republican Party convention, at which longtime state Chairman Dan Welch
was voted out, leading other top party leaders to resign.
By Margery A. Beck
 


Nebraska Examiner: Gubernatorial candidate Charles
Herbster and State Sen. Julie Slama agree to drop dueling
lawsuits


 
OMAHA — Dueling defamation lawsuits between former Nebraska GOP gubernatorial candidate
Charles Herbster and State Sen. Julie Slama are over, and neither side is coming back to court.
A filing this week from lawyers for both sides confirmed that the parties had negotiated an
agreement to drop their lawsuits with prejudice, meaning they cannot sue each other again for the
same reasons.
Neither side would discuss details about the move. A single statement from Slama’s attorney spoke
for both sides, a Herbster spokesman confirmed to the Nebraska Examiner on Friday.
It said: “The Parties have dismissed their litigation against each other and will make no further
statement on the matter.”
Herbster had sued Slama in April. His lawsuit denied wrongdoing and said Slama’s accusation that
Herbster had groped her was damaging to his character and reputation and was political.
Slama counter-sued Herbster days later, alleging, as she had in an April 14 Nebraska Examiner story,
that Herbster had touched her inappropriately during a 2019 fundraising dinner in Omaha.
Slama’s lawsuit argued that Herbster had reached up her skirt and touched her without her consent.
It said the then-candidate and his political team had defamed her.
The lawsuits followed allegations by eight women to the Examiner alleging that Herbster had groped
them, which he denied. Slama was initially the only woman to speak on the record. A second woman
later came forward by name and was not sued.
The Examiner had corroborated the women’s accounts with people who said they witnessed the
incidents or were told about them by the women immediately afterward.
Herbster’s team said the allegations were part of a political conspiracy by Gov. Pete Ricketts to help
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Ricketts’ pick for governor, University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen. Ricketts and Pillen have denied
taking part in any political conspiracy.
Months of back and forth between lawyers about when Herbster and others would be deposed,
what documents could be subpoenaed and when they would hold hearings on motions ended
abruptly.
Neither side admitted any fault, nor did anybody discuss any terms of the settlement, if there were
any.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


LJS: Don Walton: Sasse drama in Florida approaches
resolution


 
A climactic moment is approaching for Ben Sasse on Tuesday when his nomination to be the new
president of the University of Florida will be considered by the university's board of trustees.
No reason to believe he won't ultimately be named president -- with final approval coming from the
Florida Board of Governors, which is responsible for management of the entire public university
system, when it meets in Tampa on Nov. 9.
The nomination has stirred political and academic debate in Florida along with sounding alarm bells
among some students and faculty members centered particularly on Sasse's position on LGBTQ
rights. 
At the campus in Gainesville, University of Florida student body president Lauren Lemasters of
Jacksonville told the Independent Florida Alligator, the student newspaper, that she was undecided
on how she would vote as a member of the board of trustees and did not expect to reveal her
decision before Tuesday. 
In Jacksonville, Florida Times-Union metro columnist Nate Monroe wrote that "Sasse's coronation
would be the crowning achievement of the DeSantis-led effort to defile the University of Florida,"
suggesting that the process that eventually led to the nomination of Sasse began when Gov. Ron
DeSantis signed a new law making applications for college presidential openings in the state
confidential.
But nothing that I read online from Florida suggests that Sasse's nomination will not be approved,
setting in motion a political restructuring in Nebraska.
The anticipated result, subject to the outcome of the Nov. 8 gubernatorial election, is that Jim Pillen,
the betting man's heavily favored Republican nominee, would appoint Gov. Pete Ricketts to the
Senate seat vacated by Sasse shortly after Pillen becomes governor in early January.
Ricketts has not yet formally said that he would seek appointment to that Senate vacancy, but he
has not set in motion any process for making that appointment other than ruling out appointing
himself.
And Ricketts did seek a Senate seat in 2006 in his first bid for political office, losing to Democratic
Sen. Ben Nelson.
Ricketts has acknowledged that he would like to remain in the public sector rather than returning to
the private sector when his days as governor are done.
                                               *   *   *
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A few observations about Ben Sasse and the University of Florida and the road ahead:
* Personal opinion: If he is ultimately chosen as president, faculty members and students who are
upset now are likely to find that Sasse is open to hearing and considering their concerns and that he
will be focused on building and protecting the university rather than bringing a political agenda to
the table. 
* The University of Florida is a much more prestigious university than I had realized; it was ranked
the fifth best public university in the nation in the valued U.S. News and World Report ranking for
2022, trailing only UC-Berkeley, UCLA, the University of Michigan and the University of Virginia. 
* It is the fifth largest single-campus university in the United States.
* Big changes coming in Nebraska politics now: a new governor, a new U.S. senator, a couple of
House seats in play, a sharply reshuffled Legislature with new leadership, and it looks like Ben Sasse
won't be selling Runzas at Husker home games anymore. 
                                               *   *   *
Former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry has filed a formal appeal of his conviction in a U.S. District Court trial in
Los Angeles in March on charges that he lied to federal officials about illegal foreign contributions to
his 2016 reelection campaign.  
The appeal cites two major arguments: improper venue for a trial based on allegedly false
statements being made in Nebraska and Washington, D.C.; and inadequate jury instructions. 
                                              *   *   *
Finishing up:
* Secretary of State Bob Evnen heads out on an agribusiness trade mission to Nairobi and Zanzibar
with USDA Deputy Secretary Dr. Jewel Bronaugh on Monday, returning on Nov. 4.
* The attack on Speaker Nancy Pelosi's husband inside their home in San Francisco is just the latest
reminder that demons have been set loose in American politics. 
* Do the losers in next week's elections accept the results? And, even more crucially, does the loser
in the 2024 presidential race accept the will of the American people as expressed by their votes and,
if not, then what? 
* Jon Meacham's new book on "Abraham Lincoln and the American Struggle," which is titled "And
There Was Light," arrives at the right moment, providing a vivid reminder of what happened the last
time the country was torn apart and Americans turned on each other.
* The anticipated huge surplus in state revenue presents rare opportunities in addition to more tax
relief. Do we seize those opportunities only if it is federal money?
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Advocates call for homestead exemption to ease
partially disabled veterans' property taxes


 
LINCOLN — Offering homestead exemptions to more disabled veterans would move Nebraska closer
to becoming the most veteran-friendly state in the nation, a legislative committee was told Friday.
Toward that end, James Shuey, representing the Disabled American Veterans, urged the Revenue
Committee to reconsider an exemption proposal that died earlier this year because of its $64 million
estimated cost.







Shuey took issue with some of the assumptions used when making the cost estimate for Legislative
Bill 853. But he also said there would be ways to bring down the price tag and still help disabled
veterans with the property taxes on their homes.
He said the proposal should not be considered a “budget-buster,” particularly given Nebraska’s
strong economy and the 2% annual decline in the number of surviving veterans.
LB 853 was introduced by State Sen. Jen Day of Omaha. It would have expanded the state’s
homestead exemption program, under which the state covers the cost of property taxes for some
groups of homeowners. Those include low-income seniors, low-income people with certain
disabilities and some veterans.
Currently, the program provides 100% property tax exemptions for veterans with 100% service-
related disabilities, regardless of their income or the value of their home.
Day sought to provide partial exemptions for veterans with service-related disabilities rated at 50%
up to 99%. Under LB 853, the amount of exemption would have matched the amount of the
disability, so that a 70% disabled veteran would get a 70% exemption.
At Friday’s interim study hearing, she said that the cost of the new exemption could be reduced by
applying income limits or limits on the value of the home or both.
Ryan McIntosh, a lobbyist for the National Guard Association of Nebraska, said he thought that
adding income limits would be a reasonable approach.
Shuey suggested the state set exemptions for all disabled veterans at a flat amount, based on their
disability rating. He said the exemptions could easily be adjusted in the future.
He said there are more than 39,000 veterans in Nebraska with less than a 100% disability rating. Of
those, about half are 65 or older and may already qualify for a homestead exemption based on age
and income.
By Martha Stoddard
 


Scottsbluff SH: Two Panhandle men hope to represent
District 48 in state legislature


 
Two candidates, Brian Harden and Don Lease, hope to represent western Nebraska, running to fill
the District 48 seat being vacated by current Sen. John Stinner.
The Star-Herald interviewed candidates in local contested races via candidate survey and will run
those responses throughout the upcoming days. Responses are run in order of submission.
— Brian Hardin
Q. Briefly introduce yourself. (Brief bio, any endorsements you would like to share, etc.)
A. I grew up on our family farm in Mitchell Valley. I graduated from Gering, then Chadron State, and
then Denver Seminary. I’ve been in business most of my years — predominantly insurance and
business consulting.
I’m conservative. That means I’m in favor of limited government and personal liberty. When the
power of government increases, the power of the individual decreases. I’m for shrinking government
and growing individuals.
I am thankful for endorsements from several organizations and individuals — some of those include
the Nebraska State Republican Party, Speaker of the House Mike Hilgers and Sen. Steve Erdman.







Q. What experiences in your background do you feel makes you best qualified for a seat in the
Unicameral?
A. I understand the farm and ranch world of western Nebraska. Our world is about water (or the lack
of it). I “get” the pain of ridiculously priced inputs on agriculture.
I also understand the responsibilities of launching businesses, hiring and inspiring employees,
consulting with diverse business startups from around the globe, and interfacing with state and
federal government on issues ranging from unfunded liabilities to Obamacare. I understand the
challenges of creating jobs, paying benefits — group health, retirement plans — and being involved
in the ups and downs of the life of an organization and the lives of employees. I understand the
dynamics of serving clients and the public while balancing the stewardship of working with investors’
money.
While I’ve never run for public office before (I’m not a politician by background), I worked behind
the scenes on both state and federal races and interfaced for many years with government in my
own work. I also invested a significant amount of time this year asking, listening and learning about
the legislative process from several of our current legislators. Many were very unselfish with their
time and extremely helpful in preparing me for the possibility of serving Kimball, Banner and Scotts
Bluff counties in Lincoln.
Additionally, so many local people have shared insightful and hard-fought experiences and wisdom
from their years of wrestling with the challenges we face here. I deeply appreciate the collective
solutions and observations of our farmers, ranchers, teachers, pastors, business people, law
enforcement, municipal leaders, retirees and students! You all make me so proud to be from here.
Q. If elected, what would be the first priority issue that you would bring before the Nebraska
Legislature?
A. A transformation of our tax system in Nebraska. As a society, we tax what we intend to shrink.
Compared to states around us, we in Nebraska (county by county) shrink property ownership
(homes, businesses, farms and ranches) due to high property taxes; we shrink personal incomes with
higher personal tax rates than states around us; we also currently shrink business with corporate tax
rates higher than states around us; we also tax inheritance and Social Security benefits (the benefits
we paid into the system in the first place).
Most states don’t do these last two things at all. We must stop shrinking the parts of life we need to
grow. Most business, and therefore most jobs, grow out of small business (more than 6 out of 10
jobs in the US are with companies with 50 or fewer employees). To attract business creators, we
must be competitive in our approach to taxation — at least with the states around us.
Many of our young people leave for better paying opportunities elsewhere. Let’s help business
creators build those opportunities here. Let’s keep our talented young people engaged in great
paying careers here. Our property taxes are also driving many of our senior citizens away across
Nebraska. Some can’t afford to stay in their paid-off homes because annual property taxes are as
high or higher than their original annual mortgage payments.
We also do not have the luxury of a decade or more to get to a transformational tax approach. Why
is that? Because we’re losing too many of our seniors who are fleeing with a lifetime of wealth
(retirement) while we simultaneously losing many of our graduates who would be the future of our
workforce. We must transform our tax system in Nebraska now.
Q. Property taxes have long been an issue before the Nebraska Legislature, including this year.
What approaches to addressing property tax issues do you favor? Why?
Sales tax. Currently, we tax a very narrow segment of Nebraska very deeply. Those who pursue the







“American Dream “ (at least the home/land ownership part of it) are forced to carry an inordinate
amount of the societal load.
We need to widen the tax base well beyond that current narrow focus. For example, Wyoming has
lower property tax rates than Nebraska. But they also have vast natural resources we lack. Colorado
has lower rates than Nebraska. But they also have tourism we lack. South Dakota has lower property
tax rates. They are more similar to Nebraska in both (the lack of) natural resources (energy) and
tourism. They also have a wider sales tax foundation — as do other states — like Texas, Florida,
Tennessee.
Q. Some feel that western Nebraska gets overlooked by the state. What is an issue in the
Panhandle that you see yourself advocating for to other senators and the governor?
A. It’s hard to pick just one. So... here are four:
1) Mental health demands in western Nebraska vastly outpace the supply of mental health support
2) Law enforcement is in need of a supply of future law enforcement officers here — we need a
training academy
3) We need Constitutional Carry. But we also need genuine Castle Doctrine and Stand Your Ground
laws. In rural Nebraska, because of the distances involved, law enforcement can be many minutes
(or in snowstorms) hours away.
It’s lovely having law enforcement a few minutes away in Omaha. That may not be our reality in
western Nebraska.
4) Barriers to fast and meaningful licensing reciprocity are more painful in rural areas where the lack
of teachers or trades (OR....???) means that services are not just inconvenient but nonexistent.
Q. The Nebraska Legislature is a non-partisan entity. Do you think “working across the aisle” is
important? Why or why not?
A. Yes, it’s important. If we divide the state in half geographically (west/east), you’ll see there are six
senators in the western half of our state; you’ll also see there are 43 senators in the eastern half of
the state. Anyone who wants to pass a bill into law, must typically have a filibuster-proof vote of 33
or more members to get it done. Assuming we have the six most rural senators on board out west,
we need 27 more to join us from the eastern half of the state to get to 33.
Legislators (especially from out here) must be able to navigate the tricky balance of fiercely
advocating for our unique interests here, while fostering an ongoing and approachable appreciation
of the challenges 400 miles from here. Building consensus is vital.
—Don Lease
Q. Briefly introduce yourself. (Brief bio, any endorsements you would like to share, etc.) *
A. I am a fourth generation Nebraskan who actively farms and ranches in Banner County. I graduated
from Banner County High School and attended the University of Wyoming. I am married to Yvonne,
who is a public school educator.
I served on the Banner County School Board for six years as well as the North Platte Natural
Resources District’s Pumpkin Creek Water Advisory Committee which created the first ground water
management plan in Nebraska. I recently worked for the Nebraska Strong Recovery Project as an
outreach worker under the direction of Region 1 Behavioral Health Services to provide assistance to
people who were adversely affected by the recent pandemic. My work with the NSRP brought me
into close contact with county and city governments, schools, social services and mental health
resources, health care, churches, and many businesses throughout the 11 Panhandle counties.
I have been endorsed by former District 48 Senator John N. Harms, former director of the Panhandle
Research and Extension Center Jack Whittier, Nebraska Farm Bureau, the Nebraska Farmers Union







and SMART Transportation Division.
Q. What experiences in your background do you feel makes you best qualified for a seat in the
Unicameral?
A. I am not a career politician. My volunteer service on the Banner County School Board, NRD
Pumpkin Creek Advisory Committee, Region 1 Health Advisory Committee, Camp ROCK, Monument
Bible Church Board, Potters Wheel Ministries, 4-H Fair and First Responders Mental Health Advisory
Committee demonstrate a strong commitment to community over the last forty plus years.
The Nebraska Strong Recovery Project refined and reinforced my ability to effectively communicate
at many levels with individuals and groups about a variety of issues. It also created a desire to work
to find solutions to issues that affect all people regardless of social class.
Yvonne and I have successfully navigated raising four children to adulthood, farming and ranching.
These life experiences have given me knowledge of our local community, understanding of how the
pieces of our society fit together and hopefully some wisdom about how to apply it to the
betterment of Nebraska.
Q. If elected, what would be the first priority issue that you would bring before the Nebraska
Legislature?
A. Educational support, which involves issues such as tax equity, teacher recruitment strategies,
adding mental health and substance abuse support for families and youth. We should be working to
develop an education and mental health system which works collaboratively to identify youth and
families with high needs. We can then provide appropriate, directed services to help address these
needs. We should evaluate and correct communications deficiencies within and between agencies
to help better serve the needs of each community. Information sharing among agencies is key to
more cost efficient and effective services. We could work to create well trained, peer mental health
outreach workers to help support families and youth in education.
Q. Property taxes have long been an issue before the Nebraska Legislature this year. What
approaches to addressing property tax issues do you favor? Why?*
A. Nebraska relies too heavily on property tax to fund public education. Property taxes are assessed
regardless of ability to pay (owning property does not always create income). Limiting the total
property tax levy and using sales or “consumption” taxes as a replacement funding source to fund
schools is one possible solution. We should work to resolve the current property tax issue over
several years with a common sense, realistic approach. An approach which doesn’t leave mandated
state services unfunded at the local level. The principal is to fund or remove the mandate. We
should always work to make sure each agency delivers the best service for the least cost.
Q. Some feel that western Nebraska gets overlooked by the state. What is an issue in the
Panhandle that you see yourself advocating for to other senators and the governor?
A. It is probably more accurate to think of the problem in Nebraska as a rural/urban divide. The
distortion in essential services does increase with distance from the population centers.
We do not have adequate facilities to treat or house juveniles in western Nebraska who need
treatment for mental health, substance abuse or juvenile justice issues. If our goal is community
treatment we need these service to be regionally available. We also need increased access to in-
patient substance abuse and mental health treatment for adults in our regional community. I will
always work to see that the 48th District is well represented at all levels.
Q. The Nebraska Legislature is a non-partisan entity. Do you think “working across the aisle” is
important? Why or why not?
A. It is absolutely important that we as legislators work together to create solutions for all







Nebraskans. We need to be careful as legislators not to view issues as mine or theirs. We should
view problems that arise as ours to solve for the greater good of Nebraska.
We must also remember that we have a document called the Constitution and the rights conveyed
therein are not negotiable.
By Maunette Loeks
 


LJS: NU ramping up efforts to attract more students from
beyond Nebraska's borders


 
As the University of Nebraska system works to reverse consecutive years of enrollment losses, its
campuses are putting added emphasis on drawing more out-of-state students.
The 49,560 students enrolled on NU’s campuses in Lincoln, Omaha and Kearney mark the lowest
total since 2009, and the 23,805 students counted at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln reflected its
smallest student body since 2008.
The vast majority of NU’s students still hail from the Cornhusker State, but the number of college-
bound high school graduates in the state is projected to remain flat before tapering off in 2027,
according to the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education.
The result, the commission said in its Comprehensive Statewide Plan for Postsecondary Education,
will be “increased competition for traditional-age students, both in-state and out-of-state.”
“Nebraska institutions will intensify efforts to recruit out-of-state students, including international
students, and will work harder to retain Nebraska students,” the most recent report states.
Enrollment managers at two NU campuses say they will continue to prioritize recruiting in-state
students while also pursuing recruitment opportunities beyond the state’s borders.
James Volkmer, UNL’s interim associate vice chancellor for academic services and enrollment
management, said universities in other states with declining college-bound student populations have
reached recruiting tentacles into Nebraska.
That’s made in-state recruitment more competitive, Volkmer said in an email, and made UNL realize
that it needs to expand its net elsewhere, too, touting its new and renovated facilities, specialized
academic programs, and the offerings of the Lincoln community.
“As an institution, we will look to markets with higher populations and competitive in-state
markets,” he said.
Last year, UNL began offering what it referred to as a scholarship — what in reality is a discounted
tuition rate closer to the per-credit hour cost paid by Nebraska students — to students from
California, Colorado, New Jersey and Texas in an attempt to draw more students.
The result was evident in the numbers, according to Volkmer. UNL saw an increase in applications,
admissions and deposits for undergraduate students from each of the states included in the pilot
project.
It also led UNL to expand the out-of-state recruiting program as recruiters seek to get students to
enroll for the 2023-24 school year, while using existing recruiting staff and relationships to reach
students.
Chancellor Ronnie Green informed leaders of UNL’s Faculty Senate on Oct. 11 that recruiters were
focusing on students from California, Colorado, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Texas and







Wisconsin.
UNL has welcomed more students from each of those states over the last 15 years, according to a
review of enrollment trends maintained by the university.
In 2008, for example, there were 214 students from Colorado enrolled at UNL. This year, there are
450.
The number of Kansans attending UNL has grown from 340 to 574 over the same period; enrollment
of students from Wisconsin tripled from 68 to 213 in 2019, before tapering off to 182 this fall; and
those from Minnesota has more than doubled from 264 in 2008 to 656 this year.
Logan Miller is one of those Minnesotans who came to UNL to fulfill his dream of attending college
out of state and preferably in a state capital, which would give the aspiring political science and
economics student an up-close view of elected officials at work.
Along with being the center of government in Nebraska, Lincoln’s location — not too far from
Miller’s home in the Twin Cities — and a welcoming campus checked several of the boxes he was
looking for, he said.
But a big draw for Miller was the financial package UNL was able to offer.
Through the Ruth Leverton Scholarship available to nonresident undergraduate students, Miller said
he was able to discount tuition by $13,000 annually, making UNL an attractive option.
Without aid, UNL estimates the cost of attendance for a student from the state living on campus at
$27,000 this academic year. It's $44,000 for out-of-state students.  
“The main thing was getting a pretty good scholarship,” said Miller, now a junior. “It made it cheaper
to go here than the University of Minnesota, and a bit more affordable than other state schools.”
Another NU campus — the University of Nebraska at Kearney, which saw more nonresident students
this year even as overall enrollment dropped 3.7% to 6,041 students — is also seeking to discount
tuition in order to make itself an attractive option for college students across the country.
UNK began offering in-state tuition prices to students from Colorado and Kansas beginning in the
2018-19 school year and saw an immediate boost in the numbers of students from both states.
The number of Colorado students attending UNK jumped from 97 in 2017, the year before the
Advantage Scholarship program began, to 167 students this year. Students attending UNK from
Kansas increased from 71 in 2017 to 109 this fall.
The success led UNK to launch the New Nebraskan Scholarship — which, like UNL’s “scholarship” is
actually a tuition discount — for any nonresident undergraduate students who move to Kearney to
attend classes from anywhere across the U.S.
The offer doesn't apply to online programs.
Kelly Bartling, UNK’s vice chancellor for enrollment management and marketing, said the regional
campus saw an “immediate, but small” increase in the number of out-of-state students after it was
announced ahead of this school year.
“We know we’re going to get the growth,” Bartling said, “it’s a matter of how much growth do we
want to get and how many resources do we want to put in to getting it.”
Both UNL and UNK said they see going outside of the state as an economic development opportunity
as well. College graduates are more likely to remain near where they earn their degree after
graduation, Volkmer and Bartling both said, which carries other potential benefits.
“This strategy helps UNL, but also helps the state’s workforce,” Volkmer said.
By Chris Dunker
 







Flatwater Free Press: Our Dirty Water: Nebraska’s nitrate
problem is growing worse. It’s likely harming our kids.


 
Standing in front of a big screen, Nick Herringer claps in time with a metronome. He draws lines on
the screen, repeating patterns drawn by the computer. He identifies icons of cars when they flash
before his eyes. This is the 22-year-old’s speech and cognitive therapy, which he has been doing at
least twice a week. Every week. For three years.
Nick’s thick brown hair hides a massive, ear-to-ear scar from his four brain surgeries for
glioblastoma, an aggressive brain cancer he has battled since he was a teenager. The lifelong
Nebraska football fan had to quit playing football his freshman year at Hastings High School after his
doctor told him: Your brain can’t withstand the hits.
His mom, Tammy Herringer, drives Nick to therapy and back to the quiet country home his dad Jay
Herringer built for the family. She takes Nick along shopping and to community events because he
can’t go alone after the cancer and a car accident that further damaged his brain.
“I have worn the paths back and forth to town all these years,” Tammy said.
Recently driving the gravel road from Hastings to their house northwest of town, she could barely
peer beyond the endless rows of golden corn plants on both sides of the road, mile after mile,
standing tall in the scorching sun.
This corn is the main crop of the number one industry in Nebraska. It’s a plant so important to the
state that it’s in the name of Nick’s favorite team: The Cornhuskers. And it’s corn – what we spray
onto it to make it thrive – that experts say may be the culprit behind many pediatric cancers like
Nick’s.
Nitrogen fertilizer powers the corn’s growth. It also converts to nitrate as it seeps into the soil – right
into the Herringers’ water and the drinking water of many Nebraskans.
This problem costs serious taxpayer money: Cities and small towns have spent untold millions of
dollars treating the water they supply to their residents, struggling and sometimes failing to meet
the Environmental Protection Agency’s drinking water standard of 10 parts per million.
Fifty-nine of Nebraska’s 500-odd community public water systems have violated the EPA standard at
least once since 2010. Those who live in the country and get their water from private wells, like the
Herringers, continue to bear the cost of treating their own nitrate-laced water.
This problem is growing worse: The statewide median nitrate level has doubled since 1978. Despite
this, state and local governments have taken little action to regulate the farming practices that lead
to nitrate leaching, say experts and local officials from both parties.
These authorities have never fined or stopped someone who is using too much nitrogen fertilizer,
multiple leaders of Nebraska’s Natural Resources Districts told the Flatwater Free Press.
And this problem may have serious consequences for Nebraskans, including its youngest residents.
Nebraska has the seventh-highest pediatric cancer rate in the United States, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. It has the highest pediatric cancer rate of any state west
of Pennsylvania.
High nitrate levels are closely linked to colorectal cancer, according to a leading expert at the
National Cancer Institute. They are connected to thyroid disease. They’re associated with neural
tube defects, a birth defect of the brain or spine that often kills young children who have it.
Pregnant people can be potentially harmed by ingesting nitrates, experts say, spurring complications







including anemia, premature labor and miscarriage.
And the risks may be increasing for Nebraskans, roughly 85% of whom use groundwater. Nearly one-
fifth of Nebraska now has an estimated nitrate level above 5 parts per million. That’s the third
highest in the United States.
Nick had drunk this water for years as a child. He has showered in it and eaten food cooked in it all
his life.
That whole time, the Herringer family had no idea that their private well had tested at a nitrate level
of 30 parts per million in 2010. That’s 10 times the amount of nitrate that Eleanor Rogan, a top
University of Nebraska Medical Center researcher now examining the link between high nitrate and
childhood cancers, says she would allow small children to drink.
The Herringer’s water was worse than 99% of the wells then tested in and around Hastings, a few
years before the family got the grim news in 2015: Nick had cancer.
When Nick and Tammy recently arrived home from one of Nick’s fall speech therapy appointments,
they bumped into well driller Eric Jensen. Jensen had just finished putting chlorine in their well. He
told Tammy that high nitrate is common around Hastings, pointing to the nearby feedlot in Juanita
and those cornfields that surround her house as culprits.
Drilling a new well won’t solve the problem, he said. There’s only one way to remove nitrate from
their tap water, the well driller told the mother: Install a complex filtration system.
It’s about $1,000. But he said it’s worth it.
“Nitrate ain’t good,” he told Tammy.
Nick was perfectly healthy growing up. So Tammy thought it was strange when he asked to stay
home from school because of a headache in 2015. Tylenol did little to help.
He started complaining about the sunlight being so bright that he had to wear sunglasses all the
time. He vomited inside a Walgreens kiosk as Tammy printed photos. He vomited several times at
home. His headache would come back after he stopped taking his nausea medication and steroids
prescribed by the doctor. After seeing little improvement for about three weeks, Tammy drove him
to the emergency room.
There, a doctor did a CT scan and showed them the results: an orange-sized mass on Nick’s brain.
They wheeled him into an ambulance and rushed him to Omaha. The diagnosis: a grade 4 brain
tumor, the most aggressive form of primary brain cancers. Most glioblastoma patients don’t survive
18 months, the doctors told Tammy.
Pediatric cancer cases like Nick’s are becoming more common in Nebraska, especially childhood
brain tumors, according to a study led by UNMC and the state health department that found an
increase in both between 1990 and 2013.
Areas of the state that have higher pediatric cancer rates and birth defect rates also have higher
nitrate levels, researchers say.
“Over some time, we identified that there is something in Nebraska that’s a little bit different,” said
Dr. Don Coulter, who participated in the statewide cancer study. “It’s the Ogallala Aquifer.”
Nebraskans’ water is often clear, cool and drawn directly from the aquifer. The 174,000-square-mile
High Plains aquifer is the largest source of groundwater in the United States, a lifeline for cattle, corn
and families.
But when there’s nitrate in their drinking water, Nebraskans can’t taste or smell it.
Nitrate exists naturally. It’s in vegetables. It’s converted from manure produced by cattle. But it can
also come from manmade sources like commercial fertilizers applied to your lawn, your
neighborhood golf course, and especially to corn.







Crops need nitrogen to grow. But the nitrogen fertilizers applied to cornfields can’t all be absorbed
by the plants. In Nebraska, roughly a third of nitrogen applied to corn is lost to leaching, according to
the Nebraska Water Center. Some of that goes into our water supply.
Our bodies easily absorb nitrate in water and convert it into nitrite, which then could morph into
organic compounds called nitrosamines.
Nitrosamines can cause cancer.
A UNMC research team headed by Rogan is now looking county by county, examining links between
high nitrate and the rates of the three most common pediatric cancers.
Nebraska counties with slightly elevated nitrate levels showed a seven-fold increase in the leukemia
rate when compared to counties with minimal nitrate levels, the research suggests. These counties
had lymphoma rates four times higher than counties with low levels. These findings are preliminary,
scientists caution, and need further investigation.
But the cancer most consistently linked to elevated nitrate levels: Childhood brain cancers like
Nick’s. These central nervous system cancers are eight times as high as in counties with low nitrate.
Nick’s family didn’t know of these risks. Most Nebraskans don’t, either.
The state’s well water is rarely tested. Excluding public water systems, less than 4% of the roughly
180,000 registered wells are tested each year. And private wells, found in rural areas and not
connected to a community’s water supply, aren’t required by state or federal law to be tested at all.
The Herringer family actually got their water tested once, when Hastings Utilities decided to test
some wells outside its city limits. The city then mailed out the testing results. The Herringers missed
the letter.
The Herringers didn’t know that nitrate levels in Hastings were high. They didn’t know their own
nitrate levels were much higher.
Tammy said they had recently heard things about a potential cancer belt along the corn belt. They
heard about poor water quality. But they never put the two together.
“You don’t think that this is going to happen to you,” she said. “I’m not saying that that’s what
caused Nicholas’s diagnosis…How will we ever know?”
State leaders have been concerned about the nitrate seeping into our water for half a century.
The state’s environmental agencies started testing nitrate in the 1970s.
In 1986, then-Sen. Loran Schmit, a Republican from the village of Bellwood, near Columbus,
spearheaded a bill to address increasing nitrate. The resulting law called on state agencies and local
natural resources districts to come up with a management plan for areas with high nitrate
concentrations.
But experts told the Flatwater Free Press that the state has not done enough to turn the tide. In the
decades since Schmit first focused on nitrate, the state has continued to approve bigger feedlots.
Nebraska farmers have grown more and more corn.
“The bill was to prevent groundwater contamination, and I do not know we have made progress in
that direction,” Schmit, a lifelong farmer who is now 94, told the Flatwater Free Press in an interview
in September.
A few years after Schmit’s bill, the EPA took its first major action to limit nitrate in drinking water.
It did so because it had become clear, both to scientists and then to the public after blaring news
headlines, that high nitrate in water causes something called methemoglobinemia.
Its common name: “Blue baby syndrome.”
Blue baby syndrome causes developmental delay. It causes babies’ hearts to fail. And, at the time, it
was killing an unknown number of young American children.







To respond, the federal government, in 1992, enacted its first-ever rule for how much nitrate would
be allowed in drinking water. Ten parts per million, the rule said, reflecting studies that appeared to
show that blue baby syndrome didn’t happen if nitrate levels dropped below that limit.
That limit hasn’t budged since. But decades of further study suggests that nitrate, even at levels
below the EPA standard, is linked to potential health risks, including pediatric cancers, and birth
defects.
Scientists are studying what these links mean.
They could mean that nitrate by itself causes cancer, or that it mobilizes other chemicals that lead to
cancer. They could mean that nitrate becomes especially dangerous when mixed with other
agrichemicals like atrazine or naturally occurring elements like uranium.
The mounting evidence that nitrate may be harmful is why Rogan believes water should contain less
than 3 parts per million of nitrate before children drink it.
Some 48% of private wells were over Rogan’s suggested limit the last time they got tested, according
to publicly available state water data.
“I think there’s just mounting evidence that the EPA standard for nitrate is too high,” she said. “I
hope out of what we’re publishing and other people are publishing, that the acceptable standard is
going to get lowered.”
Long before the first potential links between nitrate and cancer began to surface, Ila Foster let her
two children drink from wells in Dundy County in southwest Nebraska.
After all, that’s what Foster grew up drinking. And what people nearby drank, no questions asked.
“I should have gotten my water checked down there,” she said. She never did.
Both Foster’s parents had colon cancer.
Then her 16-year-old daughter Nancy Mossburgh, who loved to garden, was diagnosed with
rhabdomyosarcoma, an extremely rare form of aggressive cancer in her muscles.
Nancy died a year later in 1996.
Foster still owns the house where Nancy grew up. When she travels there, she brings bottled water.
“There’s no way I’m drinking that water out there,” she said.
Before any of their loved ones got cancer, her husband Loren Mossburgh, a farmer who raised
cattle, wheat and milo, worried about agrichemicals. But her husband, who has since died, was
unable to sway his fellow farmers.
“My husband, when he farmed out there, he got so upset with some of those people and he said
‘You know where those chemicals go to?’ He said our kids are gonna be paying for it.”
Water quality does play a pivotal role in community health, said Paul Black, former chair of the
Department of Biochemistry at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln.
Poor water quality contributes to the failure of communities in Sub-Saharan Africa. The same goes
for towns in the United States, he said.
“Nitrate is the key problem in Nebraska,” Black explained. “The kids are sicker so they don’t learn as
well in school. So your community’s not as healthy because your kids now are having problems.”
Imagine looking at a map and zooming out so you can see the whole country, Black said. The
chemical follows creeks and rivers all the way into the mighty Mississippi River and past New Orleans
into the Gulf of Mexico.
Nebraska stands out on this map, Black said. It’s in red, a “hot zone.”
“I would say Nebraska is the epicenter in the upper Midwest.”
This spring, Tylr Naprstek, assistant manager of the Lower Loup Natural Resources District, waited
his turn to speak to the NRD board in another district.







The meeting went long. Many of the white-haired farmers sitting in the audience left for home.
Finally it was Naprstek’s turn. He rose, stood at a lectern and described the reaction when an area
north of Columbus was designated a management area in 2019 – after nitrate readings skyrocketed
to as high as 48 parts per million.
“Everyone was pointing fingers,” he told the members of the Lower Elkhorn NRD board and the few
remaining attendees. “This half of the room says, ‘Well it’s the manure guys over there that are
doing it all,’ and …[feedlot owners were] saying ‘It’s the commercial fertilizer guys’.”
It’s the classic blame game, described to the Flatwater Free Press by multiple local officials, NRD
board members and water quality experts.
Dan Snow, a lab director at the Nebraska Water Center, has a tool that can pinpoint who’s to blame.
It’s a process called “fingerprinting,” that allows Snow’s lab to measure the amount of nitrate and
identify whether it’s coming from organic sources like manure, or commercial fertilizer.
Which means that, in the case of the 48-parts-per-million test near Columbus, Snow can tell you that
the answer is, essentially, “all of the above.”
Manure from feedlots played a significant role. So did commercial fertilizer.
But that’s not the case across Nebraska.
Testing done by Snow’s lab consistently shows that the majority of nitrate comes from commercial
fertilizers – what we spray on our lawns, golf courses, but most of all on corn.
“I’m guessing more than 90% [comes] from commercial fertilizer,” Snow told the Flatwater Free
Press.
Some conditions make it more likely: shallow water tables, sandy soil texture and heavy irrigation,
Snow explained.
Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue knows that his hometown Central City fits this
profile. The Platte River Valley, where his family is from, was the first in the state to observe the
presence of high nitrate in their water a half-century ago.
“As farmers, we live in those communities. I have eight grandchildren. I want them to have good
drinking water,” he said.
And the Nebraska Farm Bureau president points out that he and others have changed some farming
practices to try to make that possible.
In the past few decades, his family farm has tested the nitrate in their soil. He factors in what’s
already in the soil when calculating how much the crop needs.
His family also applies hog manure as a source of fertilizer in small amounts, a method known as
“split application,” which reduces the amount of nitrate that seeps into the water. “Quite frankly, it’s
a hassle. But we know in our sandy soils we can’t hold as much nitrogen,” he said.
Ray Ward runs a leading soil and water testing lab in Nebraska, and has been doing so for a long time
– he founded the lab in Kearney 40 years ago.
When he started, some farmers used up to 350 pounds of nitrogen per acre to produce between
120 and 150 bushels of corn. That’s more than double UNL’s current recommended nitrogen-corn
ratio.
“Farmers were pumping too much water and leaching the nitrate out,” Ward said. “And the corn had
turned yellow, so they just put more nitrogen on the next year.”
Though the problem started decades ago, recent tests show an increase of nitrate in soils of large
swaths of the state.
Snow hopes his “fingerprinting” findings will help Nebraska move beyond years of finger-pointing
between farmers and feedlot owners to the next stage: finding solutions.







Snow’s study in the Hastings area – the area where the Herringers live – reveals that nitrate stored
beneath irrigated cropland in that NRD increased by 30% between 2011 and 2016.
And Hastings manifests a bigger problem across Nebraska.
Statewide, contaminated areas with nitrate above the EPA standard have continued to expand since
the 1970s, particularly in the eastern part of the state, according to two recent studies.
Public water systems in these areas, big and small, are hemorrhaging money to treat high nitrate.
Creighton, pop. 1,147 in Knox County, spent $1.3 million on building the state’s first reverse osmosis
treatment system to filter out nitrate in 1993.
Seward, a city about half an hour west of Lincoln, spent $5 million.
Hastings spent $15 million on theirs.
To Norfolk Mayor Josh Moenning, Creighton’s response to rising nitrate levels felt like a “canary in
the coal mine” moment.
“If we don’t get to some kind of solution here and get a handle on this problem, it’s only going to
cost us more and more and into the future,” he said. “And it’s going to cost us in terms of negative
health impacts.”
“We all have a role to play – rural community leaders and elected officials, too.”
***
A few months before Nick Herringer’s diagnosis, the Adams Central Patriots, the high school down
the road from the Herringers’ home, played an away game against the Aurora Huskies. It was
Childhood Cancer Awareness Night. Gary Peters, an Aurora father who lost his son Jacob to
lymphoma in 2011, walked onto the field to read out one name after another.
“Stand up if you knew Alyssa Sandmeier.”
“Stand up if you knew Tyler Larson.”
“Stand up if you knew Jacob Peters.”
“Stand up if you knew Sydnee Owens.”
By the end, almost everyone in the stadium was standing.
All were children. All, including Peters’ son Jacob, died of childhood cancer. To him, the seven
pediatric cancer cases in Aurora from 2005 to 2013 seemed like a “waterfall” of different cancer
diagnoses out of nowhere.
UNMC researchers have also found an association between pediatric cancer and atrazine, an
herbicide many farmers say they have already phased out. (Editor’s note: A previous version of this
story incorrectly suggested that atrazine has already been completely phased out.) Rogan’s team is
further expanding the studies to uranium and arsenic.
After seeing the UNMC research, Peters wondered if Jacob’s lymphoma and death were related to
the water they consumed. They were on a private well. They used the water for cooking and
showering.
A 2013 study identified a three-fold chance of non-Hodgkin lymphoma in areas where there was
both high nitrate and atrazine. Noting “awfully suspicious” overlap between high atrazine and high
pediatric cancer areas, Peters said he suspects a mix of different agrichemicals leads to pediatric
cancers like his son’s.
He said lawmakers need to make people aware of this “silent battle.”
“How long is it gonna [take to] change, to get legislation that outlaws these chemicals that could give
our kids cancer? There’s no definite time,” Peters said. “There’s just too many dollars involved. And
the people making those decisions are only concerned about the bottom line. They’re not really
concerned about kids getting cancer.”







He’s frustrated at the status quo. Policymakers have known about nitrate for more than 40 years.
Little has changed.
Natural resources districts in the state, created 50 years ago for local management of water
resources in each watershed, have been taking painstaking steps toward battling nitrate.
“It takes tough decisions,” said Mike Sousek, manager of the Lower Elkhorn NRD in the northeastern
part of the state. He and his team have been encouraging farmers to adopt practices that benefit the
environment, such as growing cover crops. Farmers can receive government funding for doing so.
“I got millions of dollars. I can’t even spend it. I can’t get people to sign up just to try to change [their
practices],” he said. “Money isn’t enough of a carrot.”
The stick isn’t there either.
Then-Sen. Schmit designed a mechanism to protect groundwater safety – the state environmental
protection authority and local NRDs should work together.
Neither the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy nor NRDs have issued a cease and
desist order to or fined a single person for using too much nitrogen fertilizer or applying excessive
manure in the state, NRD leaders said.
Regulators don’t even know how much nutrient gets applied to the ground, and how much remains
in the soil.
***
Nick has fought vomiting and seizures with a sense of calmness.
“I prayed a lot,” he said.
Tammy said her son’s personality changed since his second surgery. She doesn’t hear his nonstop
whistling anymore. He has become quieter. He’s more succinct.
Nick has tried taking college classes online, but he tires easily.
After almost a year of stable health while on oral chemotherapy, Nick recently learned his tumor has
again grown. His family is exploring his next treatment plan.
He knows one thing. He won’t have another surgery.
“Nick always says ‘I’m in a win-win situation. If I beat this cancer, then I beat a cancer that’s very
aggressive. And if I don’t, then I will be in heaven with Jesus, and that is a win-win,’” Tammy said.
Nick, sitting nearby, nods his head. “That gives me goosebumps,” he said.
For now, Nick continues the fight that Nancy, Jacob, and many other Nebraskan children have
already lost.
“Experts are telling us this is affecting our children. There are real life and death situations being
played out here,” Sousek said. “We have to start paying attention. It’s our kids.”
Where is it worst?
Sky-high nitrate levels appear to be particularly threatening to Nebraskans living near river valleys in
central and northeast Nebraska, according to well data.
The state’s two largest cities, Omaha and Lincoln, have low nitrate levels, but some smaller
communities surrounding them show elevated levels.
In central Nebraska, on both sides of the river from Kearney to northwest of Hastings, a band of
recently tested wells showed nitrate levels higher than the EPA limit. Between the Platte River and
Lower Loup River is a corridor of cities flanked by high-nitrate wells, including Kearney, Grand Island
and Columbus.
The Elkhorn River, which originates in north-central Nebraska and moves east, has seen high nitrate
in its watershed. Pierce, Knox and Holt counties all had a mean nitrate level over 10 ppm between
1987 and 2016.







In this area, a 756-square-mile span of land was designated a groundwater protection area. Four
natural resources districts established the Bazile Management Area to address rising nitrate by
promoting education on farming practices.
In addition, river valleys near York saw increasing nitrate levels high enough to trigger restrictions on
how farmers can apply anhydrous ammonia.
The Little Blue watershed in southern Nebraska is home to Edgar and Steele City, two villages that
have been on a state administrative order for continual nitrate violations for years. Both are
exploring plans to build their own water treatment facilities.
How do I test my water?
To look up public water testing data for wells outside of cities, you can use the interactive tool from
the Nebraska Groundwater Quality Clearinghouse. If you are on public water and wish to learn about
your city’s water quality, visit the NDEE’s Drinking Water Watch website and search for your
community.
To test nitrate levels in your water, you can buy test strips that identify high nitrate
levels. UNL’s Citizens Science program offers free testing for contaminants, including nitrate, to
those who sign up. You can also call your local NRD about testing services for private wells. You can
find your local NRD and their contact information here.
If your water nitrate level is above 10 ppm, avoid drinking it, the CDC says. Boiling water will not
lower the nitrate level and make it safe to drink. You can contact your local health officials and
utilities for recommendations. You can refer to this CDC document.
By Yanqi Xu
 


OWH: Nebraska achievement gaps wider than the national
average on NAEP test


 
Closing achievement gaps has been an urgent battle cry of Nebraska politicians ever since the mid-
2000s, when the state recorded some of the widest White-Black score gaps in the country.
The latest scores on the Nation’s Report Card show that battle is far from won.
Results of the 2022 National Assessment of Educational Progress reveal that the gaps between
Nebraska’s racial and socioeconomic subgroups continue to persist, and although they’ve waxed and
waned over the years, they’re nowhere near disappearing.
White students, as they’ve done for decades, outscored the state’s Black and Hispanic students on
the latest NAEP math and reading tests.
In fourth grade math, more than half of Nebraska White students demonstrated — by NAEP’s
definition — solid academic performance with challenging material. Just one in five Black and
Hispanic students did.
The NAEP achievement gaps between White and Black students in Nebraska, in both math and
reading, were wider than the national average in both fourth and eighth grades.
Likewise, the gaps between Nebraska’s White and Hispanic students were wider than the average
nationally.
Kevin Riley, an associate professor of education at the University of Nebraska at Omaha and former
superintendent of Gretna Public Schools, said the scores reflect the nation’s number one challenge:
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income disparity.
There are more traumatized kids in poverty whose basic needs are not being met, he said.
“When we talk about disparity, it’s like putting two kids on the starting line of a 100-yard race,” he
said. “One of them has no hurdles in his lane and the other has 10. When you have to jump over
those 10 hurdles, who is going to win that race?”
The NAEP math assessment measures both math knowledge and students’ problem-solving ability.
The NAEP reading assessment measures reading comprehension by asking students to answer
questions based on grade-appropriate material they have read.
More than 7,500 Nebraska students participated in the exams last school year.
The widest Nebraska White-Black gap was in eighth grade math. White students scored an average
of 288 on the 500-point test, and Black students 251, for a 37-point gap. Only five states had a wider
gap in the subject and grade. The national average gap was 32.
Other Nebraska White-Black gaps were 30 points in fourth grade math, 30 points in eighth grade
reading and 34 points in fourth grade reading — all higher than the national averages.
The gaps were similar for Hispanic students, with a difference of 25 points in fourth grade math, 27
points in eighth grade math, 24 points in fourth grade reading and 21 points in eighth grade reading
compared with White students.
There’s another way to look at this.
The NAEP scores are broken down into three achievement levels: basic, proficient and advanced.
According to NAEP, students who score at or above proficient “demonstrate solid academic
performance and competency over challenging subject matter.”
Basic means partial mastery of the knowledge and skills of the proficient level.
How did Nebraska kids do overall when measured this way?
In math, 43% of Nebraska fourth graders scored proficient or above. No states scored “significantly
higher” — NAEP’s term indicating that some states may have slightly higher scores, but the
difference is insignificant.
Thirty-one percent of Nebraska eighth graders scored proficient or above. Again, no states were
significantly higher.
Broken down by race, the gaps emerge.
In fourth grade math, 53% of White Nebraska students scored proficient or above. Twenty percent
of Black students, 22% of Hispanic students and 48% of Asian students scored proficient or above.
There are no Nebraska results available for American Indian, Alaska Native, native Hawaiian or
Pacific Islander in 2022 because those groups were not large enough in the tested group for reliable
results.
NAEP scores are derived from a sampling of Nebraska students. Not every student is tested. As such,
there are state results but not district or school results.
In eighth grade math, the percentages of Nebraska students scoring proficient or above, by race,
were White 39%, Black 13% and Hispanic 14%.
On the reading side, 34% of Nebraska fourth graders and 29% of eighth graders were proficient or
above. In fourth grade one state was significantly higher, and in eighth grade six were.
How does reading break down by race?
In fourth grade reading, 41% of White students, 14% of Black students, 19% of Hispanic students and
45% of Asian students were proficient or above.
In eighth grade reading, the proficient-and-above results were: White 34%, Black 11%, Hispanic 17%.
Performance can also be examined by taking poverty into account.







The NAEP scores can be broken down by family income. The results reveal lower scores, generally,
for Nebraska students who are eligible for subsidized school lunches because of family income.
Poverty can be overcome, and it often is, but statistically it tends to correlate closely with test
scores. In fact, it’s a better indicator than race alone, because economic status can vary widely
within racial groups.
In this case, the Nebraska gaps resemble the nation’s.
On eighth grade math, the average score for subsidized lunch-eligible students was 264 compared
with 290 for other students — a 26-point gap. The national average gap was 27 points.
In eighth grade reading, the gap was 20 points — 248 to 268. The national gap was 22.
Fourth grade reading was 29 — 202 to 231. The national gap was 28.
The gap in fourth grade math was 27 — 226 to 253 — compared with a national gap of 25.
This year’s scores also show a wide gap for Nebraska students who have limited proficiency in the
English language.
The gap was 41 points in fourth grade math and 47 points in eighth grade. In reading, the score gaps
were 49 points in fourth grade and 57 points in eighth grade.
The assessment doesn’t have data for prior years, but Nebraska’s English learner achievement gap is
much wider than the nation’s.
English learners around the U.S. score anywhere from 23 to 39 points below their non-English
learner peers in both fourth grade and eighth grade math and reading.
By Joe Dejka and Lauren Wagner
 


OWH Editorial: Carol Blood would be constructive leader as
Nebraska governor


 
Nebraska’s next governor will face significant challenges: Overhauling the way our state pays for
schools and government services. Ensuring that our workforce is large enough and educated enough
to sustain a growing economy. Wrestling with the contentious abortion debate.
Dealing with those thorny issues and much more during the next four years will require leadership. It
will take an ability to hear and understand the diverse views of Nebraskans, balance differing
interests, and ultimately find ways to bring the state together as it moves forward.
The next governor isn’t going to be just responsible for Nebraskans from one party or one area of
this state. With fewer than 2 million people, Nebraska is too small to waste any of its residents’
talents or discourage anyone from living here. Our governor needs to be up to the task of getting all
of us pulling in the same direction.
That skill is one of the things we were looking for in making an editorial endorsement in the
governor’s race between Republican Jim Pillen and Democrat Carol Blood.
Newspapers, including this one, have long made such endorsements. But we don’t do this to tell
people what to think. Our readers are too smart for that.
The reason we endorse is to provide helpful input to voters. We feel an obligation to share with our
readers what we’ve learned over many years of observing and reporting on public affairs. We hope
to offer some nonpartisan information and perspective in an electoral process filled with many
influences, some of them aggressively partisan.







The World-Herald’s news articles about campaigns and candidates strive to be evenhanded. In
contrast, an editorial endorsement necessarily takes a stand. Still, we want our editorial opinions to
be grounded in facts and thoughtful context, so we meet with the candidates themselves to take the
measure of their ideas and temperaments, to see how they defend their policies and respond to
alternative ideas.
Blood met with us. But Pillen rebuffed us, something that major candidates rarely have done. His no-
show wasn’t entirely surprising, given that Pillen also refused to debate with Blood or, before the
May primary, with his fellow Republican candidates.
We said in the primary that Pillen was wrong to shun debates or other forums where his positions
could be scrutinized and, yes, sometimes challenged. If you’re not able to stand up for your ideas,
except in safe spaces like small groups of friendly voters or scripted campaign ads, how do
Nebraskans know that you are prepared for this important job?
His campaign told us that he wasn’t going to meet with our editorial board since we had endorsed
Blood in the primary (we hadn’t) and criticized him in the past (a bit). As a result, they felt it was
inevitable that we would endorse Blood in the general election.
Far from it. Before this year, The World-Herald had endorsed Republican candidates for governor in
10 of the last 11 races — including the past six straight elections. We endorsed Pillen’s top
supporter, Gov. Pete Ricketts, twice, even though we had criticized him from time to time. We had
an open mind about Pillen, who met with us via Zoom in April when we were considering our
Republican primary endorsement.
A former Husker football player, Pillen should have been willing to take the field this fall and show
Nebraskans, through debates and endorsement interviews, what he was made of. Instead, he’s
chosen to forfeit in those situations. And we’re disappointed about that.
But we’re pleased to endorse Carol Blood, a state senator from Sarpy County. We were impressed
with her knowledge of issues, her thoughtful perspective and her commitment to bringing people
together to solve problems.
As a Democrat in a legislative body dominated by Republicans, Blood has by necessity learned how
to work with others to get anything done. She understands that successful solutions come from
keeping the focus on people and policy, not party.
She’s right that Nebraska needs to go beyond rhetoric and platitudes to make progress on things like
workforce development. Nebraska leaders have talked for decades about the trends that now have
helped leave the state short of workers, yet failed to create a comprehensive, effective plan to fill
those jobs.
Part of her plan is a PK-14 approach to education, ensuring that children get a good start in life with
pre-kindergarten and are able to get up to a two-year degree in college that prepares them for jobs
in the trades, information technology, health care or other fields.
She also touts another lawmaker’s proposal in the Legislature that would have used a 1-cent
increase in the sales tax to fund schools and reduce property taxes.
She makes sense in talking about the changes needed in criminal justice and the state’s
overcrowded prisons. She recognizes that it’s wasteful to try to solve the overcrowding solely
through building more and more prisons. Instead, the state needs to improve its rehabilitation
programs so that fewer former inmates wind up reoffending.
And Blood recognizes the burden that is placed on local governments through state and federal
mandates.
Do we think she has all the best answers for Nebraska? Not necessarily. Would she have trouble







winning broad support for everything she talks about? Probably. If she wins, we would expect that
Republican state senators would push back on some of her ideas and have different proposals of
their own. She would have to compromise.
But Blood understands how government works. She is informed about the issues. She is willing to
engage with people she disagrees with. She would be a constructive leader.
We’re well aware that Nebraskans last elected a Democrat to serve as governor in 1994 — 28 years
ago. Roughly 49% of all registered voters in the state are Republicans, while Democrats account for
about 28%. It’s likely that voters will elect Pillen in November, regardless of the words written here.
And that’s fine. We’re just disappointed that he has squandered some opportunities during the
campaign to show Nebraskans why he is qualified to be an effective leader.
That’s what Nebraska needs from our next governor. From what we’ve seen of these two
candidates, we feel Carol Blood is the best choice.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Raising Nebraska’s minimum wage is
good for business


 
As a small business owner, I’m glad that minimum wage is on the ballot.
Initiative 433 gives us all a way to move Nebraska forward by raising the minimum wage.
When we opened Mana Games Café, we knew we wanted to avoid the low-pay, high-turnover, low-
morale business model that’s been way too common in our industry — an industry that’s supposed
to be about service and hospitality.
I worked in the service industry for over a decade, in low-wage jobs and as a supervisor and café
manager. I’ve seen firsthand the ways that low pay hurts employees and businesses.
We pay more than the current $9 minimum wage because every worker needs that and every single
interaction with customers matters. Our team is the most important part of our business.
Paying fair wages is the single best way you can show your employees that you value them. In
return, our employees are committed, productive, and take great care of our customers.
Happy employees provide better customer service, and customer experience is vital to our success.
Happy customers come back, and they bring their friends and families.
At Mana, we want everyone of all ages to feel welcome — whether you come for breakfast or lunch
on your workdays or you are here enjoying games with your friends and family on the weekend. We
want you to feel welcome, and that starts with employees who are valued and welcoming.
We want people to have a very fun, community-oriented experience. We want our cafe to have
great food and be affordable. We also prioritize buying from local vendors to sustain our fellow small
businesses.
We have people stop by Mana most days, asking us if we are hiring. They want to work at a business
that’s a good place to work, and they want to work at a business that’s a good place to be a
customer.
Fair wages make a business stronger. They also make the economy and our communities stronger.
A person working full-time for Nebraska’s current $9 minimum wage earns just $18,700 a year. You
can’t get by on that. You can’t afford all the basics like food, housing, transportation, medical care
and daycare — let alone any unexpected costs that may arise.







A higher minimum wage will mean more money for people who really need it to make a living. It will
also mean more consumer spending at businesses across Nebraska.
Minimum wage increases are a two-way street. More money goes into worker’s paychecks and more
money gets spent by workers and their families at local businesses.
Minimum wage increases will mean that more people can afford to go out to eat, enjoy time off with
their family, and be customers at small businesses like mine.
Initiative 433 would gradually raise the minimum wage to $15 by 2026, and then make annual cost
of living adjustments so it does not lose purchasing power in the future.
I’m proud to stand with hundreds of other businesses in the Nebraska Business for a Fair Minimum
Wage coalition who know that raising the minimum wage is important for workers, businesses and
our economy.
Alma Cerretta is the co-owner of Mana Games Café in Lincoln’s historic Haymarket district and a
member of Nebraska Business for a Fair Minimum Wage.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Mexico GM corn ban has detrimental
effects – follow the science


 
It’s fascinating to listen to past generations of farmers and all they have lived through. Many of the
stories revolve around how their lives have changed with the adoption of new technology like
electricity, tractors, GPS, variable rate fertilizer and seeding prescriptions. These changes eased the
physical and mental burdens of farming, improved yields, quality and consistency of agricultural
production, as well as reduced our impact on the environment.
Just as impactful is the technology that we have in the very seeds we plant.
Genetic technology has increased the resiliency of our crops to meet a growing population and reach
new markets. Genetically modified (GM) crops have allowed me and farmers across the U.S. to farm
with reduced tillage and chemical application. Genetic technology has also decreased the time it
takes to raise a crop on the same fields my grandfather spent a lifetime tilling, cultivating and
harvesting with horses and early tractors. GM crops allow us to produce a better, healthier crop on
less land than those in the generations before us.
It is outrageous that the Biden administration, having just passed a huge spending bill for Climate
Smart Agriculture, is shying away from supporting the very technology that allows American farmers
to become more climate and environmentally friendly. Mexico has published a decree calling for a
phase-out of GM corn for human consumption in Mexico by January of 2024. This is detrimental to
not only U.S. farmers but the Mexico economy. If the GM corn ban is implemented, the World
Perspectives, Inc. (WPI) study estimates that Mexico will create an additional $5.6 billion burden for
the economy just to afford the same amount of product they currently have. The WPI report also
finds that the first year the GM ban is implemented, tortilla prices will increase by 30% and then 42%
in the second year. Talk about destructive to an economy and consumers in Mexico. It is doubtful
Mexico will be able to fully replace the lost U.S. products used for human consumption and possibly
livestock feed, no matter where they look to purchase corn.
It is Ambassador Katherine Tai’s job to protect, support and expand trade for U.S. products, including
agriculture. However, this administration and the office of United States Trade Representative







(USTR) have been incredibly timid about engaging in trade discussions abroad. In fact, they’ve been
flat-out absent. Mexican President AMLO has clearly violated the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA) trade pact by issuing a decree to ban the imports of GM corn. USTR has failed
to firmly stand in support of the science that time and time again has proven GMs are not only safe
but also necessary to produce enough food and agricultural products for a growing world. In doing
so, Ambassador Tai is hanging U.S. farmers out to dry, and crumbling to demands that are out of
touch with reality. Agriculture uses science, and Mexico’s decree doesn’t follow decades of science
we’ve used and trusted. I still trust the science and you should too.
In the strongest terms, I implore Ambassador Tai to initiate an enforcement case within the USMCA
rules. It’s vital to the success of U.S. farmers, agriculture, and our country’s economy. We must stand
up for what is right, science-based, and ultimately the best decision for the U.S. economy. We
cannot and will not allow opinions to trump science.
Andy Jobman is a farmer from Gothenburg, Nebraska, and Nebraska Corn Growers Association
president.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Reevaluating alcohol’s role in society


 
There has been social media and news coverage of the partnership between the National Pediatric
Cancer Foundation and a local brewery to raise money to fight pediatric cancer. The cause is noble
and one we should all support, but this partnership risks spreading cancer to cure cancer.
Based on survey data, more than 60 percent of Nebraskans are not aware that alcohol causes at
least seven types of cancer. Alcoholic beverages are classified as a Class 1 carcinogen, meaning that
they are known to cause cancer in humans, and the more one drinks the higher the risk for
developing cancer becomes. Other Class 1 carcinogens include asbestos, formaldehyde, and
tobacco. It would be nearly unthinkable to imagine a lung cancer foundation partnering with a
tobacco company to raise money for lung cancer, yet that is what is happening when it comes to
alcohol.
Sadly, the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation is not alone — many organizations use alcohol as a
major fundraising tool, including those devoted to treating and curing cancer. There is a “Crawl for
Cancer” organization based in Kansas that organizes bar crawls in major cities across the Unites
States, including in Omaha, with the goal of raising money for cancer research. Many organizations
use alcohol to raise money specifically for breast cancer, which is ironic given that alcohol is one of
the biggest risk factors for breast cancer. Nebraska churches, non-profit organizations, youth sports
foundations, etc. all sell alcohol to make money for their causes even though alcohol misuse
negatively impacts their congregations, missions, and youth.
The Nebraska State Fair expanded its use of alcohol this year by allowing fairgoers to walk the entire
fairgrounds while drinking alcohol. The decision was rushed through city council and the nature of
the changes even took the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission by surprise when four community
service organizations appeared at its monthly meeting to oppose the proposal.
This month, the Omaha Zoo added alcohol to its Halloween Nights that are primarily focused on
elementary-aged children and their families. The University of Nebraska recently decided to approve
a two-year pilot to add alcohol sales to Nebraska basketball games and the City of Lincoln waived its
own rules to approve the proposal without much debate about concerns that it will be extremely







easy for of-age fans to pass alcohol to underage and intoxicated fans in the seating areas. Alcohol is
quick and easy money in the short term, but there are serious consequences to having alcohol this
prevalent in our communities and drinkers aren’t the only ones paying the costs.
According to both the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services, more than 700 Nebraskans die every year from alcohol-related causes,
including more than 70 due to cancers connected to alcohol consumption. Two of the cancers for
which alcohol consumption is a risk factor (colorectal and female breast cancer) have been the
deadliest to Nebraskans for almost a decade. In addition, Nebraskan taxpayers are on the hook for
nearly $500 million of the $1.2 billion of economic costs that our state pays each year due to
excessive consumption.
Efforts to raise awareness about the alcohol-cancer connection are currently underway. A coalition
of consumer groups announced earlier this month that they have sued the Department of Treasury
because it failed to act on a 19-year-old petition urging it to require alcohol labeling featuring
alcohol content, calorie, ingredient, and allergen information. Furthermore, a coalition of consumer
and public health groups, including but not limited to the American Institute for Cancer Research
and the American Society of Clinical Oncology, submitted a petition in 2020 to the Alcohol and
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau to require alcoholic beverage containers to feature a cancer warning.
Such actions are important first steps towards increasing awareness among the public, allowing
them to make better-informed decisions when it comes to what they consume. Nevertheless,
achieving increased awareness won’t be the silver bullet to our state’s problems. We already have a
list of evidence-based policies that have proven effective in other states that have been
communicated to our policymakers, including increasing alcohol taxes, adding adult dram shop
liability to our existing law for underage youth, regulating outlet density, and maintaining limits on
days and hours of sale.
It’s going to take people whose lives have been forever changed by alcohol to motivate policymakers
at all levels to government to take this problem more seriously. Our elected officials continue to
bend over backwards to pass laws that benefit the alcohol industry in the name of economic
development while all Nebraskans continue to pay the economic and social costs to subsidize the
industry’s gains.
Chris Wagner is the executive director of Project Extra Mile.
 


LJS Editorial, 10/30: Stadium project will have attention of
Nebraska


 
In April, 1923, construction began on the west side of the University of Nebraska campus on what,
six months later, became the 31,080-seat Memorial Stadium.
Twelve expansions and renovations since 1964 have brought the capacity of the Home of the
Huskers to 85,458 and filled the space with luxury boxes and video and ribbon boards.
The “cathedral of college football” that College Sports Network calls the No. 1 stadium in college
football is in need of another upgrade, but this time it's not about capacity.
“We have a 100 year old stadium that is iconic that we love,” said Athletics Director Trev Alberts.
“The reality is there has been so much change and so much technological change, and I think we’re







behind. I think we need to dive into how do we ensure that the next 50 to 100 years of Memorial
Stadium that that fan experience and that modernization is there.”
To that end, the NU Board of Regents this month approved a plan to hire a third-party firm that will
help move the fundraising, design and construction of the renovation along in the coming years.
Exactly what that project will address and what it will cost won’t be determined for months. But it’s
certain to be expensive, extensive, phased in over a number of years and, as it is implemented,
disruptive for the fans who filled the place at least a half dozen times every season.
Among the near certainties to be addressed is South Stadium, which has been largely unchanged
since it opened in 1972. Changes will include widening seats, which happened in the north stadium
in 2017, and are likely to include incorporating the stand-alone South Stadium with the east and
west sides of the stadium.
In fact, Alberts has a goal to connect all four sides of Memorial Stadium with concourses, a feature
common to modern stadia.
The cost of the renovation? 
NU administrators said a limited version of the project could move forward with $200 million in
private donations. That number, however, could rise to as much as $500 million, if those funds can
be raised.
No money has yet been raised for the project, which truly is in its infancy. And the availability of
funds, which will not come from tax dollars or student tuition and fees, will, in large part, determine
the scope of the project.
While certain to happen, the fan disruptions are contingent on the scope of the project’s scope.
Some seats are sure to be lost in the South Stadium. Construction may temporarily reduce that
number. More seats will be lost with new construction which will have to adhere to Americans with
Disability Act regulations.
And, as the building of the Go Big athletic training facility east of the stadium has already shown,
construction will likely make getting in, out and around the stadium complicated for years.
Because of those disruptions, It’s imperative that NU -- both the athletics department and
administration –- keep fans, so virtually all Nebraskans, and season ticket holders in particular,
updated and as fully informed as possible as the project moves forward.
There won’t be a more visible, scrutinized and impactful construction project anywhere in the state
during the time that Memorial Stadium is being renovated, however long that will be.
 


Nebraska Examiner: Real education problems, not contrived
ones, need attention


 
Our future is on the ballot November 8.
Sure, races for governors, U.S. senators and a majority in Congress may capture headlines, but
perhaps the most critical decisions we make will be closer to home: Who gets to sit on Nebraska’s
Board of Regents, State Board of Education and dozens of local school boards across the state.
That’s not because of the well-worn and wooly conclusion that “The children are our future.” No,
what’s at stake for us and millions across the country is who decides the direction and future of our
public schools — large and small, K-12 and post-secondary, and professional and graduate.







School boards in particular are under attack from patrons and parents, two groups who have every
right to question the policies under which public schools operate.
Sadly, too many of them show up at meetings clutching conspiracy theories, lies and other pearls of
political propaganda. That does not mean public schools are without problems. They have plenty.
Serious ones, too.
But the antics of protesters too often are well beyond using outdoor voices inside. Calling into
question policies and issuing death threats are, obviously, incompatible. That, however, is where the
self-proclaimed aggrieved have gone over a variety of issues including wearing masks in school,
teaching about U.S. slavery and the presence of non-heterosexual characters in books.
So troubling were raucous and violent crowds at school board meetings, the National School Board
Association sent a letter to President Joe Biden last fall requesting federal support to keep school
board meetings safe.
That set off a wave of criticism, including shots from Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and U.S. Sen. Ben
Sasse, the latter of whom called the request a “political hack job.” (I don’t get it either.) Nebraska’s
state ed board cut ties with the national group, concerned — rightly — with the letter’s potential
chilling effect on free speech: Florida’s current election police and history’s brown shirts come to
mind.
Nevertheless, the organized effort of protesters moved into the classroom, where they accused
teachers of being everything from crackpots to communists. Throw in their penchant for calling
educators “groomers,” a reprehensible reference to their belief that a LGBTQ+ character in a book
will result in children changing sexual identities. Using that logic, children who read books about
Einstein or Tesla will turn into geniuses.
Then, with apparently nothing better to do, five state legislators held a press conference to call for
an investigation of the Nebraska Department of Education. The quintet was shocked over a button
on a department website that they’ve somehow equated with Nebraska public schools being awash
in critical race theory — along with anything associated with LGBTQ+ issues, the preferred beef
among those looking to undo public school leadership. The button was removed four months ago;
the nonsense continues.
According to State Sens. Dave Murman, Steve Erdman, Robert Clements, Steve Halloran and Myron
Dorn, they believe they have the receipts. Murman said, “Now we’ve uncovered documents that
show unequivocally, unequivocally that the department has also been promoting critical race
theory.” And?
He went on, blowing all the dog whistles he could. “Bureaucrats at the Nebraska Department of
Education have decided Nebraska children would be better served if their time was spent learning to
become activists and talking about woke gender theory.” I half expected a “Reefer Madness” clip or
a reminder to students to hide under their desks in case of nuclear attack.
The furor over critical race theory — also known by its proper name, American history — is a
contrived crisis, a political ploy to promote a sanitized version of who we were … and are. True
believers insist its tenets would make white students (or their parents?) uncomfortable with the
details of slavery and its aftermath. If only Nebraska had a public school where critical race theory
was taught, they could prove that assertion with some evidence.
Murman said the investigation wouldn’t start until January, so those of you thinking this was a
political stunt to rile voters into electing leaders determined to undo our public schools are onto
something.
Nebraska’s public schools have problems — none of which have anything to do with masks, critical







race theory, gender or wokeness. We could start with a teacher shortage, work our way to
recovering from the hit that education took during the pandemic and include demeaned,
overworked and underappreciated classroom teachers.
Nor can we forget making sure Johnny and Janie know their reading, writing, arithmetic … and the
truth. And, most importantly, how to think critically about them.
We could all learn from that.
By George Ayoub
 


OWH: Nebraskan congressional members voice support,
prayers for Paul Pelosi after attack


 
Members of Nebraska’s congressional delegation expressed sympathy and shock Friday after House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s husband was attacked with a hammer in their San Francisco home.
Paul Pelosi, 82, was attacked around 2:30 a.m. Friday as an intruder searched for his wife, yelling:
“Where is Nancy, where is Nancy?” Police arrived on the scene and arrested David DePape, 42. Paul
Pelosi was transported to a hospital, where he underwent surgery on his skull and an arm. He is
expected to recover.
The speaker, a leader in the Democratic Party, was in Washington at the time of the attack.
U.S. Rep. Don Bacon was the first of Nebraska’s five congressional members — all Republicans — to
publicly respond to the attacks Friday.
“We pray for a speedy recovery for Mr. Pelosi, and want the violent criminal held accountable and
put behind bars,” the 2nd District representative wrote on Twitter.
Rep. Mike Flood shared similar sentiments in a tweet Friday afternoon. Flood has represented the
1st District, which covers part or all of 12 eastern Nebraska counties, since July.
“Mandi and I are keeping Paul in our prayers — hoping for a swift recovery,” Flood said.
In a statement, Rep. Adrian Smith said he was “troubled by the reports of the violent assault on Paul
Pelosi.”
“I am keeping him and his family in my prayers,” said the 3rd District congressman, who represents
all of western and central Nebraska.
U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer took to Twitter Friday afternoon to condemn the violence.
“Deeply troubled to hear of the attack against Speaker Pelosi’s husband, Paul,” she said in a tweet.
“Violence of any kind is unacceptable and should be condemned. Bruce and I are sending our
prayers for Paul’s speedy recovery.”
Sen. Ben Sasse warned Americans against the dangers of anger and conspiracy theories.
The suspect arrested at Pelosi’s home appears to have made racist and often rambling posts online,
including some that questioned the results of the 2020 election and echoed QAnon conspiracy
theories.
“Melissa and I are praying for the Pelosi family,” Sasse said in a statement. “As we wait to hear more,
every single American needs to be lowering the temperature. This is increasingly obvious: Disturbed
individuals easily succumb to conspiracy theories and rage — the consequences are bloody and un-
American.”
Pelosi is often a target in Republican political attack ads.







On Friday morning the National Republican Congressional Committee sent out a text linking Pelosi
and State Sen. Tony Vargas under the label “extreme libels” along with a criticism of their records on
taxes. Vargas is challenging Bacon to represent the district, which includes Omaha.
Meg Mandy, Vargas’ campaign manager, questioned the timing of the text on Twitter given the
attack on Pelosi’s husband.
A source familiar with the text said it was prescheduled to be sent Friday morning.
Asked about the text, Bacon said in a statement that he condemns “all political violence, regardless
of party.”
“We campaign giving our 100% effort but after the election we shake hands and work for our
country,” Bacon said. “Civility and respect are needed for both sides to find consensus areas so we
can make progress as a nation.”
By Jenna Ebbers
 


Nebraska Examiner: Former U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry
appeals federal felony convictions


 
OMAHA — Former 1st District Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb., has formally appealed his three felony
convictions.
Fortenberry filed notice in late June that he intended to appeal. He was convicted in March of lying
to or misleading FBI agents investigating foreign funds that were illegally donated to Fortenberry’s
campaign. Federal law prohibits the use of foreign funds in congressional races.
Friday’s 61-page filing with the  9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals repeats many of Fortenberry’s legal
arguments from his trial, before a federal District Court jury in California found him guilty.
His appeal argues that he should not have been tried in central California, but in Nebraska or
Washington, D.C., where federal agents interviewed him regarding a California fundraiser.
“Venue for a criminal prosecution is proper only in the State and district in which the defendant
committed the acts that constitute the alleged crime,” his lawyers wrote.
It also argues U.S. District Judge Stanley Blumenfeld should have given the jurors a narrower
definition of the crime of misleading agents, which Fortenberry’s lawyers had sought.
They said there is no way to know whether jurors convicted the congressman based on what
Fortenberry’s team argued is a misinterpretation of the scope of the law.
Blumenfeld ruled against both arguments — venue and materiality — at the District Court level. The
jury unanimously found that Fortenberry’s actions were both material and criminal.
The Justice Department investigated Fortenberry as part of a broader push to explore campaign
donations from a foreign national, Lebanese billionaire Gilbert Chagoury.
Prosecutors said a group of Lebanese-Americans gave Fortenberry $30,000 in campaign donations
during a 2016 fundraiser in Los Angeles. The money came from Chagoury, who lives in Paris. 
Fortenberry had spoken to Chagoury’s organization, In Defense of Christians. It works to condemn
persecution of Christians and other religious minorities in the Middle East.
Investigators recorded a call with Fortenberry and an informant who told Fortenberry at least three
times that some of the money raised in 2016 was probably from Chagoury, which made it illegal. 
Fortenberry denied knowledge of illegal contributions during two interviews with the FBI after the







call. His lawyers argued that he either had bad cell service, that the congressman spaced out during
the call or that he didn’t recall specifics about the call.
Fortenberry was sentenced to two years’ probation, a $25,000 fine and 320 hours of community
service. The sentence is on hold until his appeal is resolved.
Fortenberry resigned his seat in Congress at the end of March. Then-State Sen. Mike Flood of
Norfolk won a special election in June to serve out the remainder of Fortenberry’s term. 
Flood is running against Democratic State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln this fall for a full two-
year term.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


AP: Iowa governor's lawyer pushes for 6-week abortion ban


 
DES MOINES — An Iowa judge should allow a law passed in 2018 that bans most abortions to take
effect three years after the measure was ruled unconstitutional, lawyers for Gov. Kim Reynolds
argued Friday.
Chris Schandevel, a lawyer for the Republican governor, said Judge Celene Gogerty should set aside
a 2019 permanent injunction that prevented Iowa from enforcing a law that would block abortions
once cardiac activity can be detected. That is usually around six weeks of pregnancy and before
many women know they’re pregnant.
Schandevel said the injunction rests entirely on an Iowa Supreme Court 2018 decision that
guaranteed the right to an abortion under the Iowa Constitution and cases decided by the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1992 and 1973 that established abortion rights nationally.
All three cases were overruled this year by more conservative courts and given that, Reynolds’
lawyers argued that the judge should reverse the injunction and let the 2018 law take effect.
“It would be inequitable to prevent the people of Iowa to have their voices heard through a validly
enacted law, enacted as recently as 2018,” he said.
Rita Bettis Austen, a lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union of Iowa, countered that there is
no precedent or legal support in Iowa for a judge to reverse a final judgment entered three years
ago.
“This case is closed,” said Bettis Austen, who is representing Planned Parenthood, the state’s leading
abortion provider, which challenged the law in court. “Iowa rules of civil procedure clearly govern
this type of motion.”
She said the rules only allow a court to vacate a final judgment within a year and do not allow such a
reversal for a change in law.
The judge said she would issue a ruling soon.
The case should at least in the short term decide whether most abortions remain legal in Iowa.
Reynolds, who is running for a second term as governor, opted for the court strategy instead of
attempting to pass a law banning abortions in the midst of the midterm elections.
A Des Moines Register/Mediacom Iowa Poll released earlier this month showed that 61% of Iowans
believe abortion should be legal in most or all cases. The poll had a margin of error of plus or minus
3.5 percentage points.
During the hearing, Schandevel said courts have an inherent authority over their own injunctions
and can reverse them regardless of how long ago they were decided.







Lawyers for both sides also argued about whether the law remains constitutional under Iowa’s
current legal status.
The Iowa Supreme Court, in its June decision overturning the state constitutional right to an
abortion granted four years ago, did not decide on the level of scrutiny that judges must use to
weigh new abortion bans. Instead, the court left that issue to be further considered.
Since the 2018 decision granting Iowans a constitutional right to an abortion, Iowa courts have held
abortion restrictions to the highest level of strict scrutiny, which requires laws to be narrowly
tailored to fulfill a compelling governmental interest.
With that constitutional right struck down, Bettis Austen argued that the undue burden level of
scrutiny remains in Iowa until the courts change it. She noted that the Iowa Supreme Court has
previously said bans on abortion early in pregnancy, including six-week bans, could not survive the
undue burden test.
Schandevel said it is appropriate for the judge to reject the undue burden test and instead analyze
the law using rational basis review. That is the lowest level of court scrutiny that allows most laws to
survive legal challenges.
Under this test lawmakers need only to show they have a legitimate state interest in passing a law
and that there is a rational connection between the law and its intended goals. Many courts have
upheld abortion restrictions under the rational basis test.
The abortion law approved by lawmakers and signed by Reynolds requires providers to perform tests
to detect a fetal “heartbeat” — which usually occurs at about six weeks after a woman’s last
menstrual period — with exceptions for medical emergencies, rape and incest. Embryos don’t have
hearts at this gestational stage, so an ultrasound measures electrical impulses, not a true heartbeat,
providers say.
Any decision Gogerty makes is likely to be appealed.
Twelve states now ban abortion at conception. Georgia enforces a six-week ban similar to what Iowa
would have if allowed by the courts. Kentucky, Louisiana, North Dakota and Oklahoma have six-week
bans that have been prohibited from enforcement by court orders. In Wisconsin, clinics have
stopped providing abortions though there is a dispute over whether a ban is in effect.
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TV and Radio
WNAX: Border States Concerned with South Dakota Marijuana Vote
WOWT: Nebraska governor criticized for unmasked photo-op
KTIV: Gov. Ricketts: Nebraska has dedicated $40B to hospitals for staff and hazard pay
NET: Ricketts, Quarantining, Asks Nebraskans To Help Contact Tracers
WNAX: Public Restrictions Reinstated in Nebraska
WOWT: UNMC virus expert: Omaha less than 2 weeks away from overrun hospitals
KETV: 'We just want to get in front of it': Restaurant goes to curbside only as metro COVID-19 cases
surge
KETV: 'There's definitely a demand': Clinics increase COVID-19 test appointments as cases rise
KMTV: Sarpy Co. poll worker says he caught COVID on election day
KETV: State lawmaker with coronavirus says he got his 'wish'
NCN: Masks now required to enter Jefferson, Thayer County Courthouses
KMTV: Severe nursing shortage in Nebraska
 
Governor
KETV: Gov. Pete Ricketts says marijuana can 'create psychosis'
OWH: Blair lands $85 million Dollar General distribution center, 400 jobs
OPPD The Wire: Dollar General bringing 400 jobs to Washington County
AP: Dollar General plans $85M distribution center in Nebraska
LJS: Charles Herbster prepares 2022 gubernatorial bid
High Times: Governor of Nebraska Weighs In On Legalized Cannabis in South Dakota
OWH: Gov. Ricketts, first lady to quarantine after being exposed to COVID at dinner
LJS: Gov. Pete Ricketts, first lady quarantining after close contact with someone positive for COVID-19
AP: Nebraska Gov. Ricketts and first lady exposed to coronavirus
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Courthouse News Service: Nebraska Governor, Mask Naysayer, in Quarantine After Covid Exposure
OWH: Omaha extends mask mandate until Feb. 23 amid surge in cases
LJS: Do masks work? Data, doctors in Nebraska suggest they do
OWH: CDC says face masks protect the wearer and those around them
Kearney Hub: Two Rivers pleads with public to wear masks, but says changing behavior 'takes leadership'
KGFW: Two Rivers asks local leaders for mask mandates, says Governor won’t let them issue
Gothenburg Leader: Gothenburg: Our healthcare workers need your help!
OWH: UNMC docs will talk about virus at virtual Science Cafe on Tuesday
AP: Nebraska hospitals plan for more increases in virus cases
AP: Virus surge engulfs the US, Texas at 1M cases, Calif. Nears
Fox News: Biden wants mask mandate in every state to fight coronavirus — but these governors won't
commit
 
Coronavirus
LJS: Is COVID-19 more contagious? Or are more restrictions needed?
Kearney Hub: Two Rivers says masks save lives and mask mandates makes sense, but only municipalities
can pass a mandate
OWH: Approximately 255 Siena Francis House residents in quarantine after COVID-19 outbreak
LJS: 3 deaths, 192 new COVID-19 cases reported in Lancaster County
Platte River Radio: South Heartland COVID-19 Risk Level Rises to Red
NP Telegraph: GPH expects to get COVID-19 vaccine by late December
LJS: Health Department revokes Lincoln concert venue's event permit after crowded concert
 
State Capitol
OWH: Nebraska AG joins friend-of-the-court brief challenging some Pennsylvania mail-in ballots
NCN: Southeast Community College dedicates new Lincoln Campus Health Sciences Center
LJS: Legislature's two-day gathering in Mullen hits COVID-19 wall
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Study: Nebraska lags behind in high-tech jobs
LJS: E-cigarette indoor workplace ban begins Saturday
OWH: 'Grievous' shortcomings at Sarpy County Treasurer's Office prompt state audit
OWH: Judge reviews whether Omaha police can declare peaceful march illegal, use chemical agents
OWH: State Farm to shut Lincoln office permanently; employees to work from home
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Let concerns be heard, but the election outcome is clear
OWH Erica Wassinger: Here's why established businesses should partner with startups
OWH Midlands Voices: Legal process is best way to achieve public trust in the election
OWH Midlands Voices: Why many combat veterans don't talk about their wars
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Accept electoral defeat
2.       Dems stooped low against Trump
3.       Presidential temper tantrum
4.       Democrats, old and new
5.       Here’s the solution
6.       Virus, Ricketts, freedom


LJS Editorial, 11/12: State mustn’t delay on casino gambling setup







LJS Editorial, 11/11: Draft give city blueprint for climate challenge
LJS Letters


1.       Distance creates, widens division
2.       Mandate would protect state
3.       System makes all votes count
4.       Governor has reached his peak


Norfolk DN Editorial: Kyle Schneweis served state well as inaugural director of Nebraska Department of
Transportation
 
National/Federal
AP: ACA seems likely to survive
 


KETV: Gov. Pete Ricketts says marijuana can 'create psychosis'
 
LINCOLN, Neb. —
On Election Day, South Dakota residents voted to legalize recreational marijuana, becoming the first
state to legalize recreational and medical pot on the same ballot.
At a press conference Tuesday, Gov. Pete Ricketts was asked for Nebraska's response to the legalization
and asked what bordering counties should be prepared for.
Keeping in line with his firm stance against medical and recreational marijuana, he responded:
"Well, we've certainly seen in other states like Colorado when you pass legalization of recreational, as
well as medicinal, marijuana that you see an increase in traffic fatalities that are caused by marijuana
use and an increase in a number of other things such as young people getting a hold of the marijuana,"
Ricketts said. "The marijuana has the opportunity to create psychosis in people and that could lead to a
number of very bad outcomes as well, so those bad health effects happen when you legalize marijuana."
Ricketts said he expected that Nebraska counties that border South Dakota will see an increased number
of people trying to illegally traffic marijuana across state border lines.
The Nebraska Supreme Court blocked medical marijuana from being on the ballot this year.
Shortly before they handed down their decision, Ricketts made waves by claiming that, in states where
its been legalized, people "show up to work stoned" and have a greater risk of accidents.
"This is not a benign thing, this is a dangerous thing," he said.
 


OWH: Blair lands $85 million Dollar General distribution center, 400 jobs
 
Nebraska officials welcomed an $85 million Dollar General distribution center set to break ground in
Blair yet this year, saying Tuesday that the anticipated 400 jobs will help diversify that city’s employment
base and infuse a projected $106 million a year into its region.
Currently, Blair relies heavily on agriculture-focused businesses, said City Administrator Rodney Storm.
“So adding a new dimension to our economy through the jobs provided by the distribution center will
help diversify our jobs, the economy and add to the tax base for the city, county and school district,” he
said.
Economists at the Greater Omaha Chamber projected that when fully operational, the distribution
center will add $106 million annually to a 10-county area in and around Blair. Of that, $53.5 million
would be specific to Blair’s Washington County.
The distribution center is to be built on an 85-acre site and span about 800,000 square feet.
When selecting Blair, national spokeswoman Crystal Ghassemi said, Dollar General looked at proximity
to its stores, customers and a workforce.
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“Really it comes down to great partnerships with local workforces, the local business environment — all
those combined we’re really excited to work in Blair,” she said.
Storm said the City of Blair approved $200,000 in LB 840 funds as an incentive to attract the project, and
will extend 10th Street to provide access from the site to Highway 75. The state will cover about
$500,000 of that nearly $1.3 million road construction cost, he said.
A state official also said it provided $300,000 in job training funds.
Mike Rooks, director of Washington County Economic Development, noted that the facility stands out as
Dollar General’s first dual distribution site to be built to handle both “dry” items, such as toilet paper,
seasonal decor and cleaning supplies; and “fresh” items such as pizzas and vegetables.
Ghassemi said Dollar General may replicate the Blair model elsewhere in the future.
Ghassemi said the goal is to have the center up and running in 2022. She said she didn’t have the wages
that Dollar General plans to offer, though the jobs range from managers to forklift operators and
warehouse workers.
Blair Mayor Richard Hansen said he was excited about the jobs. “With approximately 400 quality jobs, it
will give our youth the ability to continue to live, work, and raise family in the great school system and
community they call home.”
Gov. Pete Ricketts said the investment “speaks to Nebraska’s business friendliness and natural
advantages as a logistics and supply chain hub.”
Dollar General opened its first Nebraska store in 1992 and today employs about 1,100 in 130 stores in
the state, its officials said.
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


OPPD The Wire: Dollar General bringing 400 jobs to Washington County
 
Dollar General announced a major investment in Washington County Tuesday, Nov. 10, as the company
unveiled plans to build a distribution center outside Blair, Neb.
The distribution center, which will have both dry and cold storage, marks an $85 million investment in
the area. At full capacity, the 800,000-square-foot facility will create around 400 jobs and support more
than 1,500 stores in the Midwest.
The facility will be the first combination facility the company has built. Dollar General opened its first
store in Nebraska in 1992. They employ about 1,100 people at more than 130 stores statewide.
Working together
OPPD officials have worked with the company on the project since 2017. Construction will begin this
month for the facility, which is located southwest of Blair.
“This project is a great example of how both private and public partnerships united together to make
this project a success,” said Devin Meisinger, senior Economic Development coordinator. “It also
demonstrated the importance of having controlled sites and the due diligence done so prospects can
move quickly.”
Mike Rooks, director of Washington County Economic Development, said a variety of factors are
involved with this type of project, including “access to reliable, affordable energy resources.”
“OPPD offers just that,” Rooks said. “Their economic development team worked collaboratively with
stakeholders to ensure Dollar General had exactly the right solutions available for this large-scale
venture. It’s a team effort, and we’re glad OPPD is here to help everyone win.”
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said the new distribution center adds to the “tremendous job growth Blair
has been experiencing.”
“This $85-million investment by Dollar General speaks to Nebraska’s business friendliness and natural
advantages as a logistics and supply chain hub,” Ricketts said.







Bringing jobs
Once completed, the facility will be one of the largest of its kind in the state. OPPD officials were
involved in landing the facility. Meisinger is on the board of directors for Washington County Economic
Development.
It is the second large distribution center that OPPD has helped locate to the area in recent weeks.
Amazon announced their fulfillment center in Sarpy County on Oct. 27.
The new Dollar General facility, when fully operational, will be among the top employers in the county.
The Greater Omaha Chamber estimates the local economy will see an annual boost of about $106
million, $53.5 million specific to Washington County. Dollar General plans to begin initial hiring for
management positions by summer 2021. Filling general warehouse and private fleet team positions will
occur by fall 2021.
“The OPPD team actively supported the infrastructure and engineering plan for this site,” said Brook
Aken, manager of Economic Development at OPPD.  “We worked closely with partners to think outside
of the box in solving for the site development needs.”
By Jason Kuiper
 


AP: Dollar General plans $85M distribution center in Nebraska
 
BLAIR, Neb. (AP) — Dollar General plans to build a new $85 million distribution center in eastern
Nebraska.
The 800,000-square-foot facility in Blair will employ about 400 people after it opens in early 2022. The
facility will handle both dry goods and fresh items that are sold by the discount retailer.
The company said it picked Nebraska for the new distribution facility because of its proximity to its
stores and the local business environment, including incentives the community offered. The facility will
serve roughly 1,500 stores across the region.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said the new distribution center will boost the economy in Blair and add to
recent job growth in the area.
Dollar General said it currently has 17 dry goods distribution centers and eight fresh food distribution
centers across the country.
 


LJS: Charles Herbster prepares 2022 gubernatorial bid
 
Charles Herbster, a wealthy agribusinessman with close political ties to President Donald Trump, has
begun to lay the groundwork for a 2022 gubernatorial bid.
Herbster, who operates Herbster Angus Farms in Falls City, has established a campaign committee and
named Omaha City Councilwoman Aimee Melton as campaign treasurer.
Reached by telephone Tuesday, Herbster said he does not want to talk about his plans before next
week.
Herbster, who is chairman of Trump's agriculture and rural advisory committee, has been an occasional
White House guest and was on hand last Tuesday night for the president's Election Night watch party.
The highest-priced bull in auction history is on his way to Nebraska, to visit his new owner's ranch near
Falls City.
"I am at the White House with the Trump family and a small group of dignitaries eating a beautiful
dinner and getting ready to watch a victory tonight," he tweeted early in the evening.
His Twitter account contains a number of photos of Herbster with the president.
Herbster is closely associated with former Gov. Dave Heineman, whom he named to the board of
directors of the Conklin Co., a Kansas City-based agricultural and manufacturing firm that he owns and
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operates as CEO and president.
In 2013, Herbster launched a campaign for the 2014 Republican gubernatorial nomination, but
subsequently withdrew, citing his wife's health issues.
Following his departure from the race, Herbster funded state Sen. Beau McCoy's bid for the GOP
nomination. Omaha investor Pete Ricketts edged out Attorney General Jon Bruning for the Republican
nod, was elected that November and is about to begin the final two years of his second and final four-
year term.
The 2022 GOP gubernatorial battle promises to be a wide-open battle with no incumbent in the race
and Herbster appears to be the first candidate ready to begin. 
By Don Walton
 


High Times: Governor of Nebraska Weighs In On Legalized Cannabis in South Dakota
 
Even as historically conservative states have embraced legalization, reefer madness is alive and well in
Nebraska.
At least with the state’s governor, Pete Ricketts, who on Tuesday once again sounded the alarm on
something that a growing majority of the country is cool with.
“Well, we’ve certainly seen in other states like Colorado when you pass legalization of recreational, as
well as medicinal, marijuana that you see an increase in traffic fatalities that are caused by marijuana
use and an increase in a number of other things such as young people getting a hold of the marijuana,”
Ricketts said, as quoted by Omaha-based television station KETV. “The marijuana has the opportunity to
create psychosis in people and that could lead to a number of very bad outcomes as well, so those bad
health effects happen when you legalize marijuana.”
Ricketts made the comments in response to last week’s election results in the Cornhusker State’s
northern neighbor, South Dakota, where voters approved separate measures legalizing medical
marijuana and recreational pot. The results mean that Nebraska will soon border two states where
cannabis is legal for adults, with Colorado voters paving the way for an end to prohibition back in 2012. 
Consistency in Ricketts’ Comments
For Ricketts, a Republican currently serving his second term as Nebraska’s governor, the comments are
hardly a surprise. In August, ahead of his state’s expected vote on a medical marijuana measure,
Ricketts was highly dismissive of cannabis as a treatment for patients.
“There is no such thing as medical marijuana,” Ricketts said at the time. “This is not something that
should be prescribed by a doctor. It’s not something we distribute through a pharmacy, right? These are
dispensaries that will be in your communities, and we have seen the effect in other states when they do
this, people show up to work stoned, and that puts him at greater risk for accidents on the job.”
Ultimately, Nebraska voters were denied the opportunity to decide, after the state’s Supreme
Court ruled in a split opinion in September that the ballot initiative was unconstitutional.
“If voters are to intelligently adopt a State policy with regard to medicinal cannabis use, they must first
be allowed to decide that issue alone, unencumbered by other subjects,” the court said in the ruling. “As
proposed, [the Nebraska Medical Cannabis Constitutional Amendment] contains more than one subject
—by our count, it contains at least eight subjects.”
The ruling was a blow for advocates, particularly given that it came after Nebraska’s secretary of state,
Bob Evnen, said in August that backers of the initiative had rounded up enough verified signatures to
qualify for the ballot. Following the Supreme Court’s decision, Carly Wolf, the state policies director for
the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML), urged Nebraska legislators to
take up the issue.
“It’s extremely disappointing that Nebraskans with debilitating conditions will continue to be denied
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access to a therapeutic treatment that could provide significant benefits,” Wolf said. “An overwhelming
majority of Nebraskans support this policy change, which I hope will propel state lawmakers to take
action next year and approve legislation to reform Nebraska’s outdated and unjust marijuana policies.”
By Thomas Edward
 


OWH: Gov. Ricketts, first lady to quarantine after being exposed to COVID at dinner
 
LINCOLN — One day after warning Nebraskans that COVID-19 is being spread through social gatherings,
Gov. Pete Ricketts and first lady Susanne Shore are in quarantine after being exposed at a small dinner
gathering.
The couple ate outdoors with three other people at their Omaha residence on Sunday, Ricketts said.
One of the three tested positive for the coronavirus Monday.
Ricketts said Tuesday that he doesn’t believe the exposure was a case of letting his guard down. The
dinner was outside to take advantage of the good ventilation and the unseasonably warm weather, and
the guests wore masks when they came inside the house.
“It does demonstrate that we just all need to be careful with regard to social interactions and try and
keep them to small group gatherings because the virus spreads from person to person, so it will always
take the opportunity to do that if it can,” he said.
Critics used the announcement to point out Ricketts’ refusal to mandate statewide mask-wearing,
although his latest public health measure does require masks in businesses when staff and patrons are
within 6 feet of each other for at least 15 minutes.
Nebraska Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb said Ricketts had “failed in his duty to — first and foremost
— protect Nebraskans from this pandemic. He needs to follow Utah Gov. Gary Herbert, who declared a
state of emergency and issued a mandate for all residents to wear masks in public until further notice.”
“Nebraska COVID-19 cases are soaring and our hospitals are dangerously close to reaching capacity,” she
said. “This is failed leadership. His office even stooped to attacking several doctors on social media for
doing their duty to save lives.”
Nebraska just finished its sixth straight week of record new COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations and
ranks fifth nationally for new cases per capita.
Douglas County officials reported an additional 592 cases of COVID-19 on Tuesday, bringing the county
total to 27,399. The virus killed nine more people, bringing the total to 255. Statewide, there were
85,551 cases of the disease and 710 deaths as of late Monday.
The governor also has faced criticism on social media over whether he has been following his own social-
distancing and mask-wearing rules. Events in question have included a recent hunting trip near Arnold, a
speech sponsored by Hillsdale College and the preelection rally for President Donald Trump attended by
an estimated 29,000 people, many who were not wearing masks.
In response, Taylor Gage, the governor's director of strategic communications, said the governor follows
the rules that the state has promoted, which, generally speaking, call for people to wear a mask indoors
when social distance cannot be maintained.
He said the governor wore a mask at the Hillsdale (Michigan) College event in Omaha when he was not
speaking or taking a photo. Audience members at the speech were seated more than 6 feet apart,
although not all wore masks.
Gage said Ricketts often removes his mask for photo-taking for a moment and then puts it back, as he
did Monday after a press conference highlighting the need for people to adopt foster children.
Ricketts also wore a mask at the Trump rally when he was not speaking, Gage said, although he noted
that the rally was outdoors and not subject to the same rules as indoor events.
He said the governor does not wear a mask for socially distanced activities such as hunting.
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Ricketts said he and his wife will quarantine for 14 days and plan to get tested about three or four days
after the exposure. Health experts say that testing too quickly after an exposure can miss an infection
that is still incubating.
The governor said he is feeling fine so far and rode more than 23 miles on his stationary bicycle Tuesday.
He spoke at a previously planned press conference via an online connection.
Also Tuesday:
Contact tracing. Ricketts urged Nebraskans to “allow a little space for grace” if they are called by contact
tracers. He said those workers are playing an important role in trying to control the virus. Their job is to
reach people who have tested positive, find out who they might have exposed and then contact those
people to ask them to quarantine.
The state has about 1,000 contact tracers at work this week, up from the numbers in early September.
More tracers have been brought on as the number of coronavirus cases has increased.
Coronavirus aid. Struggling restaurants and bars have snapped up the $20 million pool of coronavirus
aid that the state made available last month. Livestock producers also have claimed all the money set
aside to help them through the pandemic but some other aid programs still have money available,
Ricketts said.
The programs draw on more than $1 billion of federal CARES Act money that went to the state
government. The governor said the state has no plans for additional aid unless Congress acts.
Legislative meet. The pandemic disrupted plans for state lawmakers to meet this week at the Dismal
River Club near Mullen, Nebraska. Several lawmakers already had bowed out of the gathering out of
concern about social distancing.
The final straw came when State Sen. Mike Hilgers of Lincoln, who chairs the Legislature’s Executive
Board, and his office staff got word Tuesday that they had been exposed to a person with the virus.
Without them, Hilgers said he couldn’t ensure that the health of those who showed up in person could
be protected properly or that the planned virtual option could be managed successfully for senators
who did not attend in person.
By Martha Stoddard and Kevin Cole
 


LJS: Gov. Pete Ricketts, first lady quarantining after close contact with someone positive for
COVID-19
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts and first lady Susanne Shore are quarantining for 14 days after close contact with
someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, the governor said Tuesday.
On Sunday night, Ricketts and Shore had three friends at their home for dinner outside, Ricketts said at a
Tuesday afternoon news conference.
"One of the folks who came over for dinner since has tested positive (for the coronavirus)," he said. 
Their guests were not identified.
Ricketts said he and Shore would not consider the exposure as letting their guard down, as some others
have talked about in their own cases with the current surge of COVID-19 in Nebraska. 
"We had the dinner outside because we knew it would be the last time we would be able to do
something like this with the nice weather, at least before the end of the year, so that we'd have good
ventilation," he said. 
The guests wore masks when they came into the house, he said. 
"It does demonstrate that we just all need to be careful with regard to social interactions and try to keep
them to small group gatherings because the virus spreads from person to person," he said.
The couple's 14-day quarantine period will be from Sunday evening through Nov. 22. 
"We, like many people across this country, are going to adapt to the new world we're in, and do things







virtually," he said, addressing the news conference by Zoom. 
He will continue to work remotely during the quarantine period, he said.
Ricketts and Shore aren't showing symptoms but will get tested after waiting at least three or four days,
he said. An early exposure may not have had enough incubation time to be picked up by testing.
The governor said Shore was able to get testing times in the Omaha area for later this week. Turnaround
time for a test is generally 24 to 36 hours. 
Ricketts is getting tested about once a week, he said, the last time about a week ago, and it was
negative. 
Ricketts took pictures with people at a news conference Monday, without any of them wearing masks.
He said the masks were off for a short period of time to take the photo and they were not in close
contact for 15 minutes or more. 
He has talked about the increased spread of the virus in Nebraska being a result of informal small
gatherings, as reported by local health departments. One of those was a slumber party after an event,
and a significant number of those attending later tested positive.  
"Obviously, somebody who you know can give you the virus," he has said as a reminder. 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 2,182 new cases statewide Tuesday
for a total of 87,733. The number of deaths in the state linked to the disease is 730.
Also at the news conference, Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, saluted nurses and
other health care workers who have been "working tirelessly (and) doing a fantastic job" in rising to the
challenge of the COVID-19 outbreak and sharply increasing hospitalization numbers.
"Now I am seeing and hearing about more of a mental fatigue" following the physical fatigue that the
pandemic has imposed on health care workers, he said.
All of that is "stretching our health care workforce," he said.
Anthone urged nurses who may be available to go to center4nursing.nebraska.gov/covid19-
resources for information.
Answering questions, Ricketts said federal pandemic funding assistance for restaurants and bars in
Nebraska impacted by COVID-19 has been exhausted and "there are no additional plans at this time" for
another round of federal aid.
By JoAnne Young and Don Walton
 


AP: Nebraska Gov. Ricketts and first lady exposed to coronavirus
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and first lady Susanne Shore have gone into
quarantine after both were exposed to a person with the coronavirus, the governor’s spokesman
announced Tuesday.
Ricketts and Shore had dinner outside at their home in Omaha with three other people on Sunday night,
spokesman Taylor Gage said. One of the people who was with them tested positive for the coronavirus
on Monday.
Gage said Ricketts and Shore will quarantine for 14 days. Neither is showing any symptoms, and both
will get tested. Ricketts said he and his wife will wait several days before getting tested to make sure the
virus could be detected by the testing if it is present.
Ricketts hosted his Tuesday news conference virtually, and he plans to continue working remotely while
his quarantine continues through Nov. 22. He urged everyone to wear masks and try to maintain social
distancing in public and wash hands often to help limit the spread of the virus.
“Of course me quarantining is a great reminder that we still have the virus in our community. We still
have a pandemic going on,” Ricketts said.
Nebraska has seen a recent record-setting surge in new, known virus cases and hospitalizations,
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prompting Ricketts to reimpose some of the public health mandates that were lifted in September.
Some Nebraska medical officials have said those steps aren’t enough, and they’re concerned that
growing caseloads will soon overwhelm the state’s hospitals.
The state said the number of people hospitalized with the virus continued to grow Monday and set
another new record at 820. Nebraska reported 1,582 new cases and seven new deaths Monday to give
the state 85,551 cases and 710 deaths linked to the virus.
Nebraska had the sixth-highest rate of new cases in the nation Monday. And the 7-day rolling average of
daily new cases in the state increased over the past two weeks from 818.43 new cases per day on Oct.
26 to 1,757.57 new cases per day on Monday.
On Tuesday, Nebraska officials announced a new online program to help connect nurses and nursing
assistants with openings across the state. Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief medical officer, said he
hopes this new program will help hospitals and other facilities handle the surge in patients the state is
seeing. The state has already allocated $40 million to help hospitals hire additional staff or offer extra
pay to current workers to add capacity.
“We have seen quite a bit of an increase in our hospitalizations which is stressing our health care
workforce,” Anthone said.
By Josh Funk
 


Courthouse News Service: Nebraska Governor, Mask Naysayer, in Quarantine After Covid
Exposure
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (CN) — As Covid-19 surges in Nebraska, the state’s Republican governor — who has
resisted mask mandates and safety restrictions — has been forced into quarantine after he and his wife
were exposed to the virus at a Sunday dinner party.
Governor Pete Ricketts went into quarantine Tuesday morning as a press release revealed that he and
first lady Susanne Shore were exposed while dining al fresco, but in close contact to an infected person.
“On Sunday night, Governor Ricketts and the first lady joined three people for dinner outside,” said
Taylor Gage, a spokesperson for the governor, in the statement. “One of the people they joined tested
positive for coronavirus on Monday. Neither the governor or first lady are showing any symptoms, and
they will get tested at the appropriate time.”
Both will quarantine for 14 days at home in Omaha.
The news broke at an embarrassing time for Ricketts, who has been a staunch opponent of stay-at-home
orders and mask mandates. His state has seen a dangerous rise in Covid-19 infections and
hospitalizations in recent weeks, ranking in the top 10 among states for Covid-19 cases per capita, a
dubious distinction.
The contiguous block of largely rural Plains states is suffering from the worst outbreaks in the country.
According to U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data, these include North Dakota (155 new
cases per 100,000 residents); South Dakota (130); Iowa (101); Wisconsin (99); Nebraska (91); and
Wyoming (88).
According to numbers provided by the state, Nebraska’s positivity rate has risen from 7.3% on Oct. 3 to
17.3% on Nov. 7. Its largest county, home to Omaha, posted a worrisome positivity rate of 31.3% at the
end of last week.
The state has consistently announced over 1,000 new infections per day this autumn, with a high of
2,681 new infections on Nov. 6 being the latest in a string of exponentially rising record numbers. The
previous high before the autumn surge was 677 new cases on May 7. To date, 710 people have died of
Covid-19 in Nebraska.
While the initial wave this spring mainly hit cities like Omaha and Lincoln and centered around
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the meatpacking industry, this latest wave includes outbreaks in rural counties where people believed
they were largely safe from exposure. All but two of Nebraska’s 93 counties is currently dealing with
Covid-19 infections.
With 794 Nebraskans hospitalized with Covid-19 symptoms, the state currently has 31% of ICU and total
hospital beds available. While the availability numbers look OK, medical experts in the state worry that
the rapidly rising number of infections could quickly overwhelm health care systems, particularly with
Thanksgiving and traditional holiday season gatherings only weeks away.
“Gov. Ricketts, like Trump, has failed in his duty to — first and foremost — protect Nebraskans from this
pandemic,” Nebraska Democratic Party chair Jane Kleeb told Courthouse News. “Nebraska Covid-19
cases are soaring and our hospitals are dangerously close to reaching capacity. This is failed leadership.”
Dr. John J. Lowe, an assistant vice chancellor for health security training at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center, issued a similar warning on Twitter, stating that “deaths are set to overwhelm our
health care system” if these trends continue.
Just yesterday, Ricketts announced new directed health measures that limit the capacity at indoor
gatherings to 25% of capacity, and require masks at salons, barbershops, tattoo parlors and similar
establishments where maintaining six feet of separation is difficult. However, at that same press
conference, the bare-faced governor refused to observe social distancing standards while presenting a
certificate to honor adoption advocates.
That Ricketts chose to not wear a mask during the press conference Monday, when he had unwittingly
been exposed to the virus, has not escaped the notice of his critics. 
State Senator Megan Hunt, a Democrat from Omaha and frequent foil to Ricketts, posted this message
on Twitter: “Sending the Gov, his family, and all who have been around him my best wishes for their
health and safety.”
By Ted Wheeler
 


OWH: Omaha extends mask mandate until Feb. 23 amid surge in cases
 
Omaha’s indoor mask mandate was extended for more than three months on Tuesday amid a
continuing surge of coronavirus cases in the city and state.
The City Council voted 4-1 to extend the mandate to Feb. 23, bucking a trend of month-by-month
extensions since the mandate first took effect in August.
The mask requirement had been set to expire Nov. 24.
Councilman Pete Festersen, who introduced the amendment that lengthened the mandate’s expiration
date beyond another month, said Tuesday that it was clear the city needs to continue the mandate. He
said he was concerned about Douglas County’s recent virus numbers, including a 29.2% positivity rate
for the week that ended Saturday.
On Tuesday, the Douglas County Health Department reported nine additional deaths and 592 new cases
of COVID-19, bringing the county’s total since the start of the pandemic in March to 27,399.
Some local high schools have begun to scale back in-person learning for students — another reason the
mandate is important, Festersen said.
Council President Chris Jerram and Councilmen Ben Gray and Vinny Palermo joined Festersen in voting
for the amended ordinance.
Councilwoman Aimee Melton, the lone no vote, said she was concerned about Omaha’s rising virus
cases and encouraged people to wear masks. But she said a mask mandate needs to be in the form of a
directed health measure, not a city ordinance.
Gov. Pete Ricketts on Monday unveiled new health measures that he said are to curb the spread of
COVID-19. The measures require social distancing in places like bars, restaurants, gyms, clubs and
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churches. If that is not possible, masks are required.
Occupancy at indoor gatherings will be reduced to 25% starting at midnight Wednesday.
Melton said people need to heed other public health advice, such as practicing social distancing, staying
home if they feel sick and hand-washing, in addition to wearing masks.
“It’s not just masks that will keep you from getting this or spreading it,” Melton said.
Councilman Brinker Harding watched the meeting and made comments via video on Zoom because he
said he had been exposed to someone who tested positive for the virus. He said the city attorney
advised that he could not vote virtually.
Harding said he believes the steps being taken by Ricketts, which apply to the entire state, are more
strategic than Omaha acting on its own to require masks. He said he thought the February end date was
too far in the future.
Councilman Rich Pahls was absent.
A different amendment by Gray would have tied the mandate’s expiration to two benchmarks: 5% or
less of all coronavirus tests coming back positive for two consecutive weeks; and the seven-day rolling
average of positive cases equaling 10 people per 100,000 or fewer for two consecutive weeks. No action
was taken on Gray’s proposal.
By Reece Ristau
 


LJS: Do masks work? Data, doctors in Nebraska suggest they do
 
COVID-19 case spikes in Lincoln and across Nebraska have raised questions about whether wearing
masks makes any difference in the spread of the virus, but health officials' opinions are that they do, and
anecdotal data seems to back up that theory.
Though there are mask mandates in Lancaster County and Omaha, Gov. Pete Ricketts has expressed
opposition to them, which has likely prevented other cities and counties around the state from
implementing them.
For example, last month, the Central District Health Department, which covers Hall, Hamilton and
Merrick counties, sought Ricketts' permission to institute a mask mandate and was declined.
Over the weekend, several Omaha-area doctors tweeted pleas to the governor that he institute a
statewide mask mandate. In response, Ricketts spokesman Taylor Gage suggested the tweets were
politically motivated, noting the doctors had expressed support for Democrat Joe Biden, the
presumptive winner of the presidential election.
During a news conference Monday, Ricketts said he has no plans to issue a statewide mask mandate and
would not do so even if Biden becomes president and directs states to do so.
But data seems to show masks may be helping to blunt the spread of COVID-19 in the two Nebraska
metro areas that have mandates.
According to data produced daily by the New York Times, Lancaster and Douglas counties have case
rates that are much lower than other large counties in the state.
As of Tuesday, the COVID-19 rate for Lancaster County over the past seven days was 63 cases per
100,000 people. That was the lowest rate among Nebraska counties with at least 10,000 people.
Douglas County's rate was 87 cases per 100,000 residents, which was lower than all but a half-dozen
counties with more than 10,000 people.
Thirty counties in Nebraska had rates of at least 100 cases per 100,000 people over the past two weeks,
and while that number includes larger counties such as Scotts Bluff, Lincoln and Buffalo, it also includes
a number of smaller counties.
The virus is spreading uncontrollably in many rural areas, causing smaller hospitals to become
overwhelmed and have to transfer patients to larger hospitals.







On Tuesday, Bryan Health set another record for the number of patients with active COVID-19 infections
in its two Lincoln hospitals, with 102. What's notable about that number is that 68, or two-thirds, are
from outside Lancaster County.
Bob Ravenscroft, Bryan's vice president of advancement, said it has had coronavirus patients from 26
other counties besides Lancaster so far this month, with most of those patients coming from
surrounding counties but also from as far away as Scotts Bluff County, which currently has the state's
worst outbreak.
Eight days ago, Bryan had 57 COVID-19 patients, 30 of which were from outside the county.
John Woodrich, CEO of Bryan Medical Center, said the lack of mask wearing in counties outside of
Lincoln and Omaha is "stressing the system."
Both Woodrich and Ravenscroft said a state-level mask mandate would likely help cut down on COVID-
19 cases.
"I think we've proven that wearing masks stops the spread," Ravenscroft said.
They join a chorus of doctors and other health professionals who have been advocating for the governor
to institute a statewide mandate.
Dr. Bob Rauner, chief medical officer of OneHealth Nebraska, said Monday in his weekly coronavirus
update video that while the mask mandates in Lincoln and Omaha are "better than nothing," they aren't
that effective because they generally aren't enforced.
"We need an enforced mask ordinance, and this needs to be statewide," he said.
Rauner said Nebraska needs a direction change on coronavirus policy "right away" or it's going to wind
up in the same boat as North Dakota and South Dakota, which have the highest case rates in the U.S.
and are running out of hospital beds.
Ricketts, who Tuesday announced he and first lady Susanne Shore would quarantine for 14 days after
being exposed to a person over the weekend who later tested positive for COVID-19, announced a
number of new steps Monday aimed at reducing the spread of the virus.
They include reducing capacity to 25% for meetings and events held indoors, mandating 6 feet of
separation in bars, restaurants, churches, gyms and other settings, and mandating masks at businesses
where close contact occurs for more than 15 minutes, such as hair salons and tattoo parlors.
But he reiterated his resistance to a mask mandate, saying it "would create resistance from people."
At least one of the state's top doctors agrees with that theory.
"I think a mask mandate ends up creating other issues and ends up creating some pushback that's not
really necessary," said Cliff Robertson, CEO of CHI Health.
Robertson, who said his hospital system now has about 25% of its beds occupied by COVID-19 patients,
noted that wearing masks "is a health care issue and it shouldn't be a political one one way or the
other."
He likened it to other health issues, such as smoking. Doctors tell their patients not to smoke, that it's
bad for them, and many will ignore that advice.
All health professionals can do is to continue to hammer away on advice about mask wearing, social
distancing, hand washing and other mitigation efforts, Robertson said.
"The best thing we can do is continue to deliver the message that we know these things can help," he
said.
Bryan's Woodrich said he supports a statewide mask mandate, but he also believes that whether there is
a mandate or not, people need to take personal responsibility for wearing one.
"Why do we have to wait for somebody to mandate us to wear a mask?" Woodrich asked.
"Just look at the evidence. It's the right thing to do to protect yourself but to also protect the people
that you're with."
By Matt Olberding







 


OWH: CDC says face masks protect the wearer and those around them
 
Masks protect the people who wear them from infection with the coronavirus, in addition to helping
shield those around them, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said Tuesday.
The agency also noted in the update to its guidance on face coverings that the benefits of mask-wearing
increase the more people wear them consistently and correctly.
That’s a change from April, when the agency first recommended that Americans mask up. Then, the
agency said the virus that causes COVID-19 could be transmitted by people who don’t have symptoms
and might not be aware that they are infected. Such people account for an estimated 50% of
transmissions. Masks, the agency said at the time, can block the virus-laden particles that infected
people emit when they cough, talk or even sing.
In its update Tuesday, the agency said that reducing those emissions, known as source control, is still the
main aim behind mask-wearing. However, the agency said that studies demonstrate that cloth masks
“can also reduce wearers’ exposure to infectious droplets through filtration.” In other words, masks
reduce inhalation of infectious droplets, including fine droplets and tiny particles.
The update comes as no surprise to public health officials, who have been urging mask-wearing by the
public, backed by mask mandates, for months.
They also have said that mask-wearing should be paired with social distancing, specifically avoiding
crowds, close contact with those outside one’s household and confined spaces that aren’t well
ventilated.
Dr. James Lawler, a director of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s Global Center for Health
Security, said he hopes the fact that the message is coming from the CDC will provide added assurance
that the scientific evidence supporting mask-wearing is clear.
The Omaha City Council on Tuesday voted amid a continuing surge of coronavirus cases in Nebraska to
extend its mask mandate until Feb. 23.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts has refused to mandate mask-wearing statewide, although his latest public
health measures require masks in businesses when staff and patrons are within 6 feet of one another for
at least 15 minutes.
The CDC noted that data regarding the “real-world” effectiveness of community masking is limited to
observational and epidemiological studies.
However, the agency cited a list of studies in which masks have prevented outbreaks. In one, two
Missouri hairstylists who had COVID-19 and wore masks interacted with 139 clients for an average of 15
minutes each over an eight-day period. None of the 67 who later consented to interviews and testing
developed infections.
In addition, the agency cited seven studies that have confirmed the benefits of universal masking. They
include analyses in a hospital system, several U.S. states and in Canada and the United States as nations.
“Each analysis demonstrated that, following directives from organizational and political leadership for
universal masking, new infections fell significantly,” the agency wrote.
University of Kansas researchers found a 50% reduction in the spread of COVID-19 in Kansas counties
that had mask mandates compared with those without such a directive.
“Masks do not eliminate COVID, it is important to note, but they significantly slow the spread of the
disease, at least here in Kansas,” said Donna Ginther, director of the KU Institute for Policy & Social
Research and a co-author of the report.
Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly put in place a statewide mask mandate July 3. However, counties could opt out.
About 14 counties kept mandates. Some cities, including Manhattan and Wichita, adopted their own
mandates.
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Ginther and Carlos Zambrana, an associate researcher with the institute, compared case rates based on
new cases per 100,000 in population on a seven-day rolling average in counties before and after the
mandates, over a period from March to mid-October.
Immediately after July 3, counties with mask ordinances had higher rates of new cases. About 14 days
later their cases began to decrease and flatten. But those without mandates saw cases begin to exceed
those of counties with mandates. They also saw similar effects in two counties with large populations:
Johnson, which includes parts of the Kansas City metro area, and Sedgwick, home of Wichita.
Ginther said the researchers now are updating their analysis. While increases are happening everywhere
in Kansas, the increases in counties with mask mandates are much lower.
Why aren’t mandates stopping increases entirely?
Ginther said residents in mandate counties are wearing masks in public settings. “But chances are when
they’re getting together with their friends, they’re not,” she said. “The mask is only good if you wear it.
And if you have a trusted relationship with people — neighbors, friends — you may not be wearing your
mask.”
Lawler said family gatherings and indoor venues such as restaurants, bars and clubs, where people
remove their masks to eat and drink, are other places where transmission is occurring.
While it’s no scientific analysis, both Douglas County (dominated by Omaha) and Lancaster County
(which has a countywide mandate) have lower rates of new cases per capita than Nebraska as a
whole, according to COVID Act Now. Nebraska currently is adding new daily cases at a rate of 101 per
100,000 people. Among the 93 counties in the state, Douglas County is 50th with a rate of 95 new cases
a day per 100,000 people and Lancaster County is 76th with 65 new daily cases per 100,000 people.
The Kansas researchers also found that it took six weeks before mandate counties started seeing the
effects of their mandates. “It’s not like overnight people start wearing masks and things get better,”
Ginther said.
So even if the United States adopted a mask mandate, as urged by Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top
infectious disease expert, it would take six weeks to two months before it’s fully reflected in cases. “And
it would take adherence not just going to the grocery store ... but (also) in personal settings,” she said.
“If we have any hope of opening up the economy, or keeping the economy moving in the right
direction,” Ginther said, “we’re going to have to modify our behavior until there’s a vaccine.”
The CDC, in fact, noted that an economic analysis found that increasing universal masking by 15% could
prevent the need for lockdowns and reduce associated losses of up to $1 trillion or about 5% of gross
domestic product.
“Adopting universal masking policies can help avert future lockdowns,” the agency wrote, “especially if
combined with other non-pharmaceutical interventions such as social distancing, hand hygiene, and
adequate ventilation.”
Ginther noted that Fauci has said it most likely will be April before the nation starts to see a vaccine.
“I’m very concerned about the holidays and getting together with family,” she said. “We tend not to
wear masks around people we know.”
By Julie Anderson
 


Kearney Hub: Two Rivers pleads with public to wear masks, but says changing behavior
'takes leadership'
 
KEARNEY — Two Rivers Public Health Department is pleading with the public to wear masks as COVID-19
cases continue to blast through the city like a runaway train.
Two Rivers Health Director Jeremy Eschliman told community leaders Tuesday via Zoom that masks
were the only effective way at present to stop the virus. Two Rivers favors a county or city measure
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requiring masks to be worn in public, although it realizes that may be unlikely.
“I’ve seen the science. Data from Lincoln that shows that COVID cases decrease after mask requirements
are implemented, We can’t do this alone,” he said. “This is a gold standard aimed at changing people’s
behavior, but it takes leadership. If we continue to do nothing, we’re going to see health systems under
duress.”
Masks do not prevent COVID-19, but they are a strong deterrent, said Aravind Menon, Two Rivers’
epidemiologist. He said cotton masks are “not like a pill” but a barrier that “just makes sense.”
Leah Gleason of the Fye Law Office in Holdrege said mask regulations are not locally enforceable without
a memorandum of understanding, and each of Buffalo County’s 50-plus municipalities would need a
memorandum of understanding. “Some municipalities passed them last March, but some refused to
bring them to a vote, and others rescinded them,” she said.
On the state level, Dr. Gary Anton, the state’s chief medical officer, who is appointed by Gov. Pete
Ricketts, will not implement a statewide law requiring masks, and the Nebraska Department of Health
and Human Services has said such laws are not enforceable, she said.
Here, Eschliman said, attorneys told Two Rivers that the health department could not implement a mask
mandate.
The Kearney City Council has approved a resolution supporting masks in public places, but it has no legal
teeth. “We went as far as we could,” Eschliman said.
‘Best protection’
Two Rivers is frustrated.
“Masks are one of strongest (COVID-fighting) strategies we have, the best protection against COVID-19
and its spread,” Eschliman said. “People are reluctant to engage in economic activity if they are
concerned about the virus. Masks can help economic activity.”
He told the story of visiting friends who were headed to a “great restaurant” when they visited Kearney,
but when they walked in and saw nobody in masks, “they walked right out.”
Menon said the most effective masks are two-layered, “and the tighter the weave, the better,” he said.
The best masks have two layers of different materials, such as cotton and silk, which he said “can catch
aerosol particles more efficiently. Even a cotton T-shirt can block half of inhaled aerosol particles, and
about 80 percent of exhaled particles,” he said.
Positive cases chart
This chart shows a rolling 7-day average of positive COVID-19 tests, scaled by each 100,000 in
population.
For the USA, positives are divided by 3,282 (328 million population). For Nebraska, positives are divided
by 19.34 (1.93 million population). For the Two Rivers area, positives are divided by .97 (97,000
population).
Overseas evidence
Also making powerful pro-mask arguments was Ali Khan, dean of the College of Public Health at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center. He said countries that mandate masks have far fewer cases of
COVID-19 than does the U.S., which is currently the world leader in COVID cases.
Australia’s goal is “double donuts,” or zero cases and zero deaths. “It is possible to get to zero cases,”
Khan said. He called many cases of COVID a “choice” because people refuse to wear masks.
“In Nebraska, we see seven unnecessary deaths a day. Someone died who didn’t need to die,” he said.
“The U.S. response has been problematic to say the least.”
TTIQ
Khan said COVID-19 can be traced back to one person in China last October or November. “I like to
frame it that way to get to what a prevention strategy looks like,” he said.
He said the best way to get it under control is simple: Test. Trace. Isolate. Quarantine.







“But this is something we haven’t done well in the U.S.,” he said “We also need community engagement,
and we’ve had a lot of difficulty with this within the state,” he said, including the refusal of state leaders
to require masks.
“This is not a secret. I am not saying it’s easy, but we know what it takes, and a real important part of
that is leadership,” he said. He praised Eschliman and Two Rivers for providing that here.
Virus before economy
Khan also disputed the political belief that officials must choose either the virus or the economy. “China
taught us that until you focus on the virus, you won’t fix the economy. If people’s loved ones are sick
and dying, they won’t go to the mall. You won’t get kids back into school or fans back into stadiums,” he
said.
He said states such as Maine, Vermont, Connecticut and Rhode Island have succeeded in stopping the
spread of the virus through community cooperation. “They have one-tenth of the cases compared to
what we’re seeing, but I don’t believe the people in Maine are any different from people in Nebraska,”
he said.
Behavior must change
Eschliman said the crisis — its hospitalizations and deaths — will get worse unless behavior changes.
“Cases in Kearney have significantly been above average for quite some time. It’s pretty stark. We see
long-term care facilities with the majority of staff and residents coming down with COVID. We have 20-,
30- and 40-year-olds coming down with severe disease. Can we do more? Absolutely,” he said. He said
mask mandates are essential.
Khan urged community leaders to show the way. “I know we all have COVID fatigue, but we’re not
showing people a brighter horizon. We’ve failed to do that from the beginning,” he said.
He said the Two Rivers communities cannot wait for a vaccine.
“Step up and do what we need to do now so we can get back to normal,” he said.
By Mary Jane Skala
 


KGFW: Two Rivers asks local leaders for mask mandates, says Governor won’t let them issue
 
KEARNEY, Neb. (KGFW) – Two Rivers Public Health Department is going directly to community leaders –
asking them to implement local mask mandates.
Leah Gleason, member of Two Rivers’ legal team told Kearney area leaders on a Tuesday Zoom meeting
that Gov. Pete Ricketts says he and Nebraska’s chief medical officer will not approve any DHM’s issued
by local health departments. Gleason says even if approved, there would be little enforceability in the
Two Rivers district anyway.
“Within the district, which included 50-plus municipalities that needed to have these ‘memorandums of
understanding,’ various municipalities have signed it, some have not and some have refused to bring it
to a vote,” Gleason said. “We’ve also had some municipalities that have decided in the beginning that
they were going to agree to it and since have rescinded the ‘memorandum of understanding.’ So, kind of
through the district we have a whole patchwork of different MOU’s meaning that it might be a little
different in Gibbon versus Kearney, versus Riverdale, versus Pleasanton. And so the enforceability is kind
of all over the place. This kind of created a situation that needs to be fixed through more legislative
action. And so it’s not exactly a viable route moving forward during the current pandemic.”
That means a mask recommendation is as far as Two Rivers can go.
Board of Health Medical Director, Dr. Brady Beecham, says they hope local leaders will take things
further.
“We went as far as we could,” said Dr. Beecham. “And our hope in doing that is to provide support for
communities that wanted to take this to the city council or a local board and try to do something that







had a little bit more of a mandatory component – that they would feel well supported by the board of
health.”
The Two Rivers Public Health Dept. risk dial remains in the ‘red’ or ‘pandemic’ stage – the highest of the
four stages. There have been 4,789 total positive cases and 41 deaths since tracking began. More than
half of those cases have come in the past 48 days. Individuals 18-29 years-of-age have been the greatest
spreader. We’ll hear more on that tomorrow with Two Rivers epidemiologist Dr. Aravind Menon on
KGFW’s ‘Morning Report’ at 8 a.m.
By Andrew Mihm
 


Gothenburg Leader: Gothenburg: Our healthcare workers need your help!
 
Two Rivers Public Health Department reported 102 new cases of Covid in the seven-county region it
serves for Sunday, Nov. 8. Health professionals predicted that the country would likely see a surge in
positive cases in the fall, and it appears that prediction was accurate.
The state of Nebraska has seen the highest number of positive cases in the past month that it has since
the pandemic began. That has prompted Gov. Pete Ricketts to issue new guidelines for the state’s
Directed Health Measure (DHM), which went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 11.
The color tiered risk dial being used by health districts across the state has moved farther into the red
pandemic level this week for the Two Rivers Public Health Department. Aravind Menon, Epidemiologist
with Two Rivers, explained in his weekly report that testing availability has expanded over the past two
weeks due to the addition of test appointments available to the public in Gothenburg and Kearney at
TestNebraska sites. Between Oct. 28 and Nov. 3 Two Rivers saw an average of 51 individuals hospitalized
due to Covid. ICU availability has dropped, and ventilator usage has increased, although prolonged
hospitalizations are not seen currently. The weekly positivity rates of tests are now consistently above
the statewide average, with rates continuing to climb among seniors over age 60. Dr. Menon said it is for
those reasons that the risk dial has been shifted to a position of heightened pandemic risk.
“We have seen a steady rise in the positivity rate locally. In May and June it was about 3%. We had a
brief spike to 15% in mid-summer, then it settled down to around 8%. Starting in late September it rose
to 15%, and has never dropped below 11%,” said Dr. Carol Shackleton of Gothenburg Health. “Recent
weeks have been 14%, 21%, and 27% most recently. This increase is not just due to an increase in
testing. This is absolutely an increase in the prevalence in the community.”
Dr. Shackleton said they have seen the virus affect all ages, but the elderly and those with underlying
health problems, including obesity, tend to fare worse. “We were fortunate that in the beginning we had
little exposure,” she said. “As our numbers increase, the probability of seeing severe cases also
increases. Given the large number of people that have tested positive, I don’t believe the severity ranges
are atypical compared to what the rest of the country has seen.”
Dr. Shackleton noted that healthcare providers have been seeing a wide range of symptoms in people
who test positive, making it difficult for people to really know what to look for. “This is part of why it is
so difficult to pinpoint. Allergies, common colds, regular bronchitis, influenza – all share the same
symptoms as Covid,” Shackleton said. “Most common are runny nose, sore throat, cough, body aches,
chest achiness with breathing, mild or worsening shortness of breath. Some have nausea and vomiting,
some profound weakness or fever. Loss of taste and smell seem to be hallmarks for Covid, but are not
present in everyone that tests positive.”
Dr. Shackleton said that while it’s tempting to think we should just let the virus run its course, we can’t.
Many people have minimal or no symptoms and feel just fine, while many others are sick for a few days,
fatigued for a week or so, but seem to recover. Others, she said, have body aches, shortness of breath
and profound fatigue for weeks on end.







“Then there are those that we are seeing in the hospital, fighting to breathe. Many of them are older
individuals, but we have had people in their 30s, 40s, and 50s here as well. We have had deaths in the
community directly related to Covid.”
Dr. Shackleton supports the new DHM requirements for masks and distancing, and reminds us that
gatherings of any kind are simply not a good idea right now. “We are social creatures and need the
support of extended family, but we need to be very careful at this time. Over and over I hear that
someone went to a wedding, funeral, family dinner, or social event, and learned 2-3 days later that
someone at the event is now positive,” she said. “A week after that we are seeing some of those people
that were exposed becoming ill. Yes, you can still hug your child/grandchild – but keep it brief, face
away, wear your mask, and wash your hands frequently.”
She admitted the local healthcare staff is wearing very thin. “Yes, exhausted! Many staff are working
extra shifts, with limited personnel to go around as people drop out for isolation or quarantine. As we
watch our friends and co-workers get sick and struggle, it takes an emotional toll as well as a physical
one,” she explained. “We are frustrated that our work is so much harder because community members
are not listening to or following the recommendations. We are angry that vulnerable people are being
put at risk by carelessness on the part of their own families, friends, or even themselves. We feel
helpless because we have so little to offer to heal our patients.
“The people that seem to suffer the most are the ones that have been infected by the carelessness and
inconsideration of others,” Dr. Shackleton continued. “We - and especially the nursing staff - are putting
ourselves at risk by taking care of our most ill. And while that is a part of our job, it hurts knowing that
the community’s indifference may ultimately cost us our health or life. So how do we cope? One day at a
time, one victory at a time, one negative test at a time. Each thank you note from the community or
patients means a LOT. Each voice of support, each precooked meal, each prayer that is offered up
helps.”
While the health department and Gothenburg Health work to keep us all healthy, Dr. Todd Rhodes and
the rest of the administrative team of Gothenburg Public Schools is keeping close contact with those
entities in determining how to proceed with the school district. And though the risk dial has moved to
red for the health district, that doesn’t automatically transfer to the school district.
“We continue to monitor Gothenburg school’s pandemic plan in relation to our region and local
community. While we know the importance of seeking guidance and gathering data regionally and
locally our number one metric in determining the placement of our SCHOOL risk dial is the number of
confirmed cases we have within our school community,” Dr. Rhodes explained. “Currently through the
afternoon of Oct. 29 we have low numbers of positive cases (less than 1% of our PK-12 student body and
2% of our school staff). More encouraging is that through contact tracing guidelines, it has been
determined that transmission of Covid has occurred outside of our school. With that said, Gothenburg
Schools will remain in the Orange risk tier of the school pandemic plan and students will continue to
attend school in person. It is important to note that both Two Rivers and Gothenburg Health are
recommending schools stay open at this time.”
Though the situation locally, statewide and nationwide is serious, Dr. Shackleton shares some words of
encouragement. “We cannot allow fear to dominate, as fear gets us nowhere but panic. However, we
should and must respect this disease. We try within our doors to be optimistic, to reward courage and
service, to flex as much as we can to accommodate the extra stress. But ultimately it will be the
community’s support and cooperation that brings us as a facility - and as a larger community - through
this.”
By Ellen Mortensen
 


OWH: UNMC docs will talk about virus at virtual Science Cafe on Tuesday







 
Infectious disease experts from the University of Nebraska Medical Center will discuss COVID-19 in
Nebraska during the next Omaha Science Cafe.
The virtual event, featuring Dr. Kelly Cawcutt and Dr. Mark Rupp, is at 10 a.m. Tuesday on Facebook Live.
To watch, visit facebook.com/ScienceCafeNE.
During the Science Cafe session, Cawcutt and Rupp will give a brief presentation followed by a question-
and-answer portion.
Cawcutt is an assistant professor in the department of internal medicine and associate medical director
of infection control and epidemiology. Rupp is a professor in the department of internal medicine, as
well as chief of the division of infectious diseases and medical director of infection control and
epidemiology.
Nebraska last week had its sixth straight week of record new COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations.
The record numbers prompted health care providers over the weekend to call for Nebraska Gov. Pete
Ricketts to adopt stricter health measures to stem the virus's spread and ease pressure on hospitals.
Ricketts on Monday announced a string of new health measures, adding to a set he announced Oct. 21.
By Kelsey Stewart
 


AP: Nebraska hospitals plan for more increases in virus cases
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska continues to set records with the number of people hospitalized with
the coronavirus and health care providers expect that to continue because of the recent surge of cases
in the state.
Cliff Robertson, CEO of CHI Health, said his group of 14 hospitals in eastern Nebraska and western Iowa
is preparing for COVID-19 cases to keep increasing over the next three to four weeks. He said COVID-19
patients already account for about 25% of all the patients in his hospitals.
“We highly encourage folks to take this seriously because ... this virus is rampant in our community right
now. It is everywhere and is spreading quickly,” Robertson said.
The steady increase in cases raises the concern that hospitals could soon be overwhelmed, said Dr.
James Lawler, an infectious diseases specialist at Nebraska Medicine in Omaha.
“In three weeks’ time, our hospitals will be overwhelmed and we will no longer be able to deliver
optimal and effective care for COVID, and we will also no longer be able to deliver appropriate care for
everyone who comes in with a heart attack or a stroke,” Lawler said this week.
New restrictions to limit the spread of the virus in the state took effect Wednesday. Those rules include
requiring masks at businesses where employees have close contact with customers for more than 15
minutes, such as barber shops, and limiting large indoor gatherings to 25% of a building’s capacity. Bars
and restaurants can continue operating as long as they maintain 6 feet of distance between tables.
Masks are required in the state’s largest communities of Omaha and Lincoln, but Gov. Pete
Ricketts continues to reject imposing a statewide mask mandate.
The state said the number of virus hospitalizations jumped to 860 on Tuesday from the previous day’s
820. Nebraska also reported its second-highest one-day total of new cases at 2,182 to give the state a
total of 87,733 illnesses since the pandemic began.
Twenty new deaths linked to the virus were also reported Tuesday to give the state 730 deaths, and the
rate of new cases in the state ranked sixth-highest in the nation.
Over the past week, one out of every 141 people in Nebraska was diagnosed with COVID-19, according
to data from Johns Hopkins University.
The 7-day rolling average of daily new cases in Nebraska also increased over the past two weeks from
811.71 new cases per day on Oct. 27 to 1,847.29 new cases per day on Tuesday.
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By Josh Funk
 


AP: Virus surge engulfs the US, Texas at 1M cases, Calif. Nears
 
Texas on Wednesday became the first state with more than 1 million confirmed COVID-19 cases, and
California closed in on that mark as a surge of coronavirus infections engulfs the country.
In New York, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said all restaurants, bars and gyms statewide will have to close at 10
p.m. starting Friday, a major retreat in a corner of the U.S. that had seemingly brought the virus largely
under control months ago. He also barred private gatherings of more than 10 people.
Texas, the second-most populous state, has recorded 1.02 million coronavirus cases and over 19,000
deaths since the outbreak began in early March, according to data compiled by Johns Hopkins
University. California, the most populous state, has logged more than 995,000 cases.
The U.S. has recorded over 240,000 deaths and more than 10.3 million confirmed infections, with new
cases soaring to all-time highs of well over 120,000 per day over the past week. Health experts have
blamed the increase in part on the onset of cold weather and growing frustration with mask-wearing
and other precautions.
Cases per day are on the rise in 49 states, and deaths per day are climbing in 39. A month ago, the U.S.
was seeing about 730 COVID-19 deaths per day on average; that has now surpassed 970.
Among the many health officials sounding the alarm was Dr. Julie Watson of Integris Health in
Oklahoma.
“We are in trouble,” she said. “If nothing is done soon to slow the rise in cases, our hospitals will be
more overwhelmed than they already are and we won’t be able to be there for all of those who need it.”
Oklahoma's health department said Wednesday that 1,248 people were hospitalized for confirmed or
probable coronavirus, shattering the previous one-day record of 1,055.
Texas reported 10,865 new cases on Tuesday, breaking a record set in mid-July. One of the hardest-hit
places is the border city of El Paso; its county has nearly 28,000 active cases and has suffered more than
680 COVID-19 deaths.
The American Medical Association renewed its plea for mask-wearing, physical distancing and frequent
hand-washing.
“With the holidays quickly approaching, each of us must do everything possible to reduce the spread of
COVID-19," AMA President Susan Bailey said. “Failing to do our part will prolong the suffering and
disruption to our lives and inevitably lead to more deaths of our friends, neighbors and loved ones.”
Meanwhile, many traditional Veterans Day celebrations gave way to somber virtual gatherings
Wednesday. Many veterans homes have barred visitors to protect their residents from the virus.
In New York City, a quiet parade of military vehicles, with no spectators, rolled through Manhattan to
maintain the 101-year tradition of veterans marching on Fifth Avenue.
More than 4,200 veterans have died from COVID-19 at hospitals and homes run by the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and nearly 85,000 have been infected, according to the department.
Around the country:
— The NFL’s Minnesota Vikings said it will close its remaining home games to fans, as the state blew past
its record for new deaths in a day. Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz announced new restrictions on bars and
restaurants and said he wishes the neighboring Dakotas would take more aggressive steps to slow the
spread of the coronavirus. He said this summer’s Sturgis Motorcycle Rally in South Dakota was
“absolutely unnecessary” and helped spread the virus beyond that state.
— Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine issued new orders on mask enforcement at businesses, while threatening to
close bars, restaurants and fitness centers if infections keep surging. The Republican governor shifted
the authority over mask enforcement from the counties to the state. If a business receives more than
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one violation, it must close for 24 hours. He’s also requiring businesses to display ‘No Mask, No Service’
signs and refuse service to customers who don’t comply. But DeWine’s orders Wednesday were not as
far-reaching as in March, when Ohio became one of the first states to go into lockdown.
— In Nebraska, which is setting records for COVID-19 hospitalizations, new restrictions took effect
Wednesday. Those include a requirement to wear masks at businesses where employees have close
contact with customers for more than 15 minutes, such as barbershops, and a limit on large indoor
gatherings to 25% of a building’s capacity. Gov. Pete Ricketts and his wife have gone into quarantine
after being exposed to someone with the virus.
— North Carolina reported its highest single-day increase in coronavirus cases since the start of the
pandemic, with 3,119 people — 8% of those tested — testing positive for the virus.
— Kentucky posted a record daily high for new confirmed cases, at 2,700, as the governor implored
people to wear masks to counter the accelerating outbreak.
— A group of Utah teachers is encouraging colleagues statewide to call in sick Thursday and use the day
to get tested for the virus. Some teachers believe the action could prompt state officials to do more to
increase classroom safety.
— In Sioux Falls, the largest city in hard-hit South Dakota, Mayor Paul TenHaken cast a tie-breaking vote
that defeated a proposed mask mandate. Violations would have carried a $50 fine.
— North Dakota continues to have the most new COVID-19 cases per capita in the nation, according to
Johns Hopkins data, with one in every 83 residents testing positive in the past week.
By David Crary
 


Fox News: Biden wants mask mandate in every state to fight coronavirus — but these
governors won't commit
 
President-elect Joe Biden has laid out several ways to combat the coronavirus at the beginning of his
term, including working with state and local leaders to enact a national mask mandate -- but for now,
not every state has committed to help.
Fox News reached out to governors' offices across the country to ask if they'd help enforce a mask
mandate. While the majority of America's governors already have issued statewide mask
requirements, 16 states have not — and nearly half of their governors have suggested they would defy
orders from the Biden administration to implement such a mandate.  
“It’s time to end the politicization of basic, responsible public health steps like mask-wearing and social
distancing,” Biden said on Monday during a speech in Wilmington, Del. “The single most effective thing
we can do to stop the spread of COVID: Wear a mask.”
With more than 10 million confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 239,000 deaths in the U.S., Biden's
transition team unveiled this week a 13-member task force to address the virus, as well as a website
outlining the new administration's plan to combat the pandemic. 
Although the former vice president initially said he would use executive power to require Americans to
wear a mask in public, he's since backed away from that stance, instead saying he would appeal to
governors and mayors to adopt a mandate.
President-elect Joe Biden has laid out several ways to combat the coronavirus at the beginning of his
term, including working with state and local leaders to enact a national mask mandate -- but for now,
not every state has committed to help.
Fox News reached out to governors' offices across the country to ask if they'd help enforce a mask
mandate. While the majority of America's governors already have issued statewide mask
requirements, 16 states have not — and nearly half of their governors have suggested they would defy
orders from the Biden administration to implement such a mandate.  
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“It’s time to end the politicization of basic, responsible public health steps like mask-wearing and social
distancing,” Biden said on Monday during a speech in Wilmington, Del. “The single most effective thing
we can do to stop the spread of COVID: Wear a mask.”
With more than 10 million confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 239,000 deaths in the U.S., Biden's
transition team unveiled this week a 13-member task force to address the virus, as well as a website
outlining the new administration's plan to combat the pandemic. 
Although the former vice president initially said he would use executive power to require Americans to
wear a mask in public, he's since backed away from that stance, instead saying he would appeal to
governors and mayors to adopt a mandate.
Gov. Mike Dunleavy, a Republican, has previously resisted imposing one and maintains that such
decisions are best made by local governments.
Arizona 
Arizona's governor's office, which did not respond to a request for comment, has not installed a mask
requirement in the state. 
Biden previously blamed Republican Gov. Doug Ducey for Arizona's rise in coronavirus cases in June. 
“Just look at what happened in Arizona. Republican governor initially tried to bar local governments
from implementing mask mandates in their communities,” Biden said in mid-October. 
Ducey gave authority to local governments in mid-June to determine whether they needed a mask
mandate. 
Florida 
Florida's governor's office did not respond to a request for comment. The state has never imposed a
statewide mandate. 
Several Republican lawmakers suggested this week it was unlikely to happen, even if Biden reaches out
to Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis. 
“Reaching out is one thing, but reaching out and demanding that you do something that you didn’t
choose to do and that you don’t have to do is not bipartisanship,” said State Rep.Randy Fine.
Georgia
The Peach State does not have a mandate in place, although Georgians are "strongly encouraged" to
wear face coverings when possible.
Republican Gov. Brian Kemp's office did not respond to a request for comment. 
Idaho
Republican Gov. Brad Little's office did not respond to a request for comment. The state's biggest cities
currently require masks in public, but there is no statewide mandate.
Iowa 
Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds, whose office did not answer a request for comment, has previously said
that cities and counties do not have the authority to enact mask mandates.
Mississippi 
Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves, a Republican, told Fox News that pressure from the Biden administration
for the state to adopt a mask mandate would "have no impact." 
“Mississippi has always developed our own protocols, and they’ve worked," Reeves said in a statement.
"We’ve had a statewide mask mandate when the numbers reached a crisis-level, and we’ve lifted it
when the numbers no longer justified it. This is the role of governors—not a president. ‘State managed,
federally supported’ is how we’ve always dealt with crises in this country, and it’s not changing.”
Missouri
Several cities and counties in Missouri have enacted mask mandates, but there is no statewide
requirement. Republican Gov. Mike Parson's office did not respond to a request for comment. 
Nebraska  
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During a press conference this week, Gov. Pete Ricketts, a Republican, said that he would not implement
a mandate if asked to do so by the president-elect. 
“I would not be going along with a mask mandate,” Ricketts said during a Monday. “I’d be keeping the
same policy.”
Masks are currently required for both clients and staff at barbershops, salons and other personal-care
businesses, and are recommended for restaurant employees. Lincoln and Omaha have both adopted
broader local orders that require people to wear face coverings in most indoor spaces.
New Hampshire 
Gov. Chris Sununu, a Republican, who was overwhelmingly re-elected last week thanks in part to his
strong approval rating on the coronavirus, told Fox News that he supported allowing local communities
to make their own decisions regarding a mandate.
"New Hampshire has managed this crisis well and I have supported local communities in their decision
to enact mask mandates, but a one-size-fits-all approach out of Washington is not the answer to
combatting this crisis," he said. "It’s ensuring that each state has flexibility to attack this pandemic in a
targeted, data-driven way.”
North Dakota  
The North Dakota governor's office declined to comment. The state currently does not have a mask
mandate in place.
Oklahoma 
Gov. Kevin Stitt, a Republican, has resisted calls for a statewide mask mandate. His office did not
respond to a request for comment this week. 
South Carolina 
Gov. Henry McMaster, a Republican, has been clear from the beginning of the pandemic: he will not
issue an unenforceable statewide mandate. Local officials – who best know their communities,
businesses and needs – are best suited to make those decisions and enact any ordinances they deem
necessary.
South Dakota 
South Dakota recommends that individuals wear a face covering in public, but it has not made masks
mandatory. The governor's office did not respond to a request for comment.
Tennessee
Several jurisdictions in Tennessee have adopted mask mandates, but the state has not done so. The
governor's office did not respond to a request for comment. 
Wyoming 
Wyoming does not have a mask requirement in place, and has said installing such a mandate is the
state's decision -- not the federal government's.
"I believe any decision on a statewide mask mandate would be Wyoming's to make," Gov. Mark Gordon,
a Republican, said in a statement to Fox News.
The following states already have some form of a mask mandate in place:
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Hawaii
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Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Montana
Nevada
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Texas
Utah
Vermont
By Megan Henney
 


LJS: Is COVID-19 more contagious? Or are more restrictions needed?
 
Dr. James Lawler has a direct and critical message he wants the people of Nebraska to hear.
"Their health system is going to be overwhelmed and will collapse in a matter of weeks, unless we do
something different," the director of clinical and biodefense research at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center said. 
In Nebraska, nearly 75% of hospital beds are in use and about 70% of intensive care beds are full,
according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. And case numbers are doubling
every two to three weeks. 
Nebraska cases are nearing 90,000, and about 770 people have died from the virus. Lancaster County
cases are nearing 12,000 with 54 deaths. 
What is causing the surge in Nebraska cases? Has the virus become even more contagious, or are there
other reasons? 
Two studies, one in October of more than 5,000 COVID-19 patients in Houston, found the virus was
accumulating genetic mutations, and one, located in the spike protein that pries open cells to make its
entry, may have made it more contagious.
It's mutating in part because of random genetic changes, and because of pressure from people's
immune systems, said Ilya Finkelstein, co-author of the study at the University of Texas at Austin.
During the initial wave of the pandemic, 71% of the novel coronaviruses identified in patients in Houston
had this mutation, according to a report in Science Daily. By the second wave of the outbreak this
summer, the variant had leaped to 99.9% prevalence. And that mirrors a trend observed around the
world and in a July study published elsewhere.







A study of more than 25,000 genome sequences in the United Kingdom found that viruses with the
mutation tended to transmit slightly faster than those without it and caused larger clusters of infections,
the report said. Natural selection would favor strains of the virus that transmit more easily. The
mutation could allow the spike to evade a neutralizing antibody that humans naturally produce to fight
SARS-CoV-2 infections.
Some scientists suggest the mutation might have been more common in the first viruses to arrive in
Europe and North America, essentially giving them a head start on other strains, the report said.
Lawler favors different explanations for the surge of cases in Nebraska. And those reasons have to do
with missed chances to enact health directives and make good decisions to protect the state's
residents. 
"The bottom line is you don't need a more infectious virus to explain this," Lawler said. "This is easily
explained by the natural epidemiology of the virus and the fact that we're not doing the things that we
know we need to do to stop transmission." 
SARS-CoV-2 is an RNA virus, and these viruses mutate frequently, he said. Their genetic evolution is
constant, and multiple varieties and changes are expected.
The virus continues to mutate as it rips through the world, Finkelstein said. "And people are giving this
virus a lot of chances," lead author James Musser of Houston Methodist told the Washington Post. Each
new infection is a roll of the dice, an additional chance to develop more dangerous mutations.
UNMC has not done sequencing on the scale as the one in Houston, Lawler said. But he is not aware
Nebraska researchers have seen any specific mutations that are predominating or indicate viruses with
enhanced transmissibility.
The rate and rapidity of infection being seen in Nebraska and other places in the Midwest is similar to
what was experienced in New York and Europe in the spring, and Europe now.
Nebraska is testing more than in the spring and finding a lot more of the cases than it did then. It's also
experiencing a higher positivity percentage. 
In the spring across the country, Lawler said, only 1 out of every 18-20 cases was being detected. Now,
it's 1 out of every 4-5. 
"We're still missing quite a lot. But we're catching a lot more than we did," Lawler said. "Our true
infection rates are probably similar to, and in some areas of the country certainly exceeding, what New
York saw during the spring."  
The outbreak is much more widespread than in the spring, affecting a much larger geographic area.
"We are watching exponential growth in action. That's how these epidemics grow," Lawler said. "We're
not even close to the ceiling yet. So if you think case counts are high now, wait three weeks or six
weeks."
Around Omaha, restaurants are full. Bars are full. People are having events at their houses. People are
having 200- and 300-person weddings. Lincoln's Royal Grove nightclub recently had a concert with 500
attendees and pictures showed concertgoers crowded near the stage, many without masks.
"This is how a respiratory virus transmits," he said. "We did the things in the spring necessary to stop
transmission. We are not doing them now." 
Limiting gatherings and mandating face masks will mean people more commonly comply, he said. He
compared it to the history of seat belt use. When laws were passed, compliance went way up. 
Here's what he and other medical personnel say they would like to see: 
* Ban all gatherings of greater than 10 people. 
* Temporarily close all indoor dining, bars and clubs.
* Lower numbers of students at schools.
* Mandate wearing of face masks in public. 
"If we do all those things, we'll control the epidemic," Lawler said. 







Herd immunity has been suggested by some Nebraska politicians as a way to get through the pandemic,
but is a bad strategy, and could result in 2 million deaths, Lawler said.
"That's when the health system is functioning well," he said. 
The fatality rate goes up considerably when health systems are overrun. 
"Our health systems are about two weeks away from being overrun in Nebraska," Lawler said. "Three
weeks from now, when you have a heart attack, I'm not sure who's going to be able to treat you."
By JoAnne Young
 


Kearney Hub: Two Rivers says masks save lives and mask mandates makes sense, but only
municipalities can pass a mandate
 
KEARNEY — Jeremy Eschliman, health director of Two Rivers Public Health Department, compares
wearing masks during the COVID-19 pandemic to wearing seat belts in cars.
“Seat belts save lives. Science has proven that. The same could be said about COVID-19 if a wide swath
of the population wore masks,” he said.
Eschliman made that request at a Two Rivers Zoom session with community leaders in Holdrege
Monday. Identical sessions are set for noon today in Kearney and again Thursday in Lexington.
His plea came several hours after Gov. Pete Ricketts announced new statewide Directed Health
Measures that will take effect at midnight Wednesday. Masks are encouraged but not required, Ricketts
said, and that concerns Two Rivers. “The numbers are not going in the right direction,” Eschliman said.
Added Aravind Menon, Two Rivers epidemiologist, “Cases are like a stepladder, increasing every week.
There is a huge ballooning of cases in Buffalo County.”
In Buffalo County, there were 111 new cases Monday, 102 on Sunday, 54 Saturday and 142 Friday.
There have been 671 new cases in the last four weeks. Masks would slow that down, Menon said.
Cotton is best
Menon said masks must fit snugly and cover a person’s face from the top of the nose to the bottom of
the chin.
He talked about the benefits of masks made of two layers of cotton. He said a study at Virginia Tech said
that “even a cotton T-shirt” is more effective than a mask of wool or muslin because cotton keeps out
up to 67 percent of COVID-19 droplets.
“We see tightly woven cloth masks are really effective. Small particles can’t get through, and large
particles are stopped almost completely. Mostly small/medium particles are a problem with COVID, but
masks manage to capture a large part of them,” he said. “The fear is not the virus passing through the
mask, but the virus piggybacking on other things like phlegm, etc.”
Beds filling up
As cases spike, the region’s hospital beds are filling up.
As of Monday, COVID patients occupied 36 percent of the 238 hospital beds in the seven-county Two
Rivers area, said Katherine Mulligan, Two Rivers planning section supervisor. She said 75 percent of the
region’s ICU beds are in use.
“With masks, there would be less prevalence of COVID-19 in the community. There would be more
children in schools, more businesses prospering and fewer people in hospitals,” Eschliman said.
He said masks have helped slow the spread of COVID-19 in schools. “There is very little school-based
transmission. (School districts) have done a fantastic job,” Eschliman said.
Todd Hilyard, Holdrege school superintendent, was on the Zoom call. He said the district decided to
require masks just a few days before the new school year began in August because COVID-19 cases in
the county had begun to rise.
Mask mandate headaches







While mask mandates make sense to Two Rivers officials and others, Holdrege attorney Tana Fye, the
legal counsel for Two Rivers, said it’s not that simple. The Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services has said mask laws passed by Two Rivers could not be enforceable throughout the region unless
there was a formal memorandum of understanding between Two Rivers and each of its region’s 50
municipalities.
Without blanket enforced rules, the region would have “a patchwork system,” she said.
Rules passed, say in Kearney, Lexington and Holdrege would not be enforceable outside their borders.
The Two Rivers board passed a resolution in August calling for people over age five to wear masks unless
they are at least six feet beyond another person. It also recommended that indoor businesses require
face coverings. “That was a fairly robust discussion,” Eschliman said.
But those resolutions are not mandates. They remain recommendations.
Public weighs in
The public remains divided over the issue.
At the Zoom event, state Sen. Dave Murman of District 38 said business people have told him they “are
very much against more restrictive regulations from the health department or the state.”
He explained, businesses like cafes, bars and restaurants are struggling right now with the loss of
business. Many are just hanging on. I’m all for recommendations, six-foot distancing and even limiting
large groups, but I haven’t seen any support for a mask mandate.”
But Menon said businesses need to prove to customers that they are safe. “Perhaps masking might
convince people that a place is safe. If I knew everyone working in a business wore a mask, I’d be more
encouraged to go there,” he said.
Meanwhile, Menon and Eschliman are worried. Cases keep rising.
“The slope is steep and seems to be getting steeper. Holdrege was really quiet, but now we’re seeing
the magnitude of the pandemic increasing week to week,” Menon said.
Last spring, cases of COVID-19 were largely concentrated around I-80, he said, but now, they are “quite
far-flung from that, in Holdrege and Franklin County and smaller towns in that area,” Menon said. Cases
are also on the rise in Gothenburg.
Cases are rising quickly in people aged 18-50. They then pass COVID-19 on to their parents and
grandparents, who often become very ill, he said. Some do not survive.
Without masks and tighter restrictions, Eschliman said hospitals will be hit hard. “This will be a real
challenge in the near future when there is no room for people who are severely sick to go,” he said.
He said mask mandates have been issued in Omaha and Lincoln. He believes they should be issued here,
too.
“I’m interested in hearing from you. Call us. E-mail your thoughts,” he said.
By Mary Jane Skala
 


OWH: Approximately 255 Siena Francis House residents in quarantine after COVID-19
outbreak
 
The Siena Francis House has about 255 residents in quarantine or isolation because of a COVID-19
outbreak.
Executive Director Linda Twomey said that residents have been in quarantine or isolation for about two
weeks. The center is in daily contact with the Douglas County Health Department on steps to take, she
said.
At latest count, 54 of those individuals had active cases of COVID-19, and they are in isolation, she said.
Some of those cases are people who tested positive in the community but had no place to stay, so they
were sent to the shelter.







The shelter has sent about 25 people off campus to quarantine because their underlying health issues
made them especially vulnerable to COVID-19. Those people are still getting help from the shelter in
partnership with the Open Door Mission.
The shelter has been testing its clients and noticed a surge in positivity rates about 10 days to two weeks
ago, she said.
About 35% of the shelter’s tests are coming back positive. That’s similar to the positivity rate for tests of
the general public in Douglas County — 31% at latest count.
Twomey estimated that about 100 residents left the shelter rather than quarantine. For the time being,
the shelter is closed to new admissions. Siena Francis House is working with other shelters to find
housing for those in need.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


LJS: 3 deaths, 192 new COVID-19 cases reported in Lancaster County
 
Three more Lancaster County residents have died of COVID-19, and 192 new coronavirus cases were
confirmed Tuesday, according to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Heath Department.
In a news release, the Health Department identified those who had died as a man in his 60s, a woman in
her 60s and a woman in her 90s. All three had been hospitalized.
The new deaths raised the local toll to 54, and to date, the county has confirmed 11,513 coronavirus
cases during the pandemic. 
Health officials have documented 4,460 recoveries. 
Lincoln hospitals cared for 121 hospital patients, including 74 patients who came from outside Lancaster
County, according to the Health Department.
Tuesday's hospitalizations marked a local record. 
Health Department officials continue to encourage people to limit their trips outside the home, telework
if possible and wear masks around people not from their household. 
On Tuesday, Lincoln Public Schools reported 17 new cases in 16 buildings.
Bryan won't do elective surgeries
Bryan Health on Tuesday announced additional restrictions on elective surgeries as it deals with a
continued surge of COVID-19 patients.
The health system said it had 102 patients with active COVID-19 infections in its two hospital campuses,
68 of them from outside Lancaster County.
Because of the continued increase in COVID-19 patients, Bryan announced it will postpone the
scheduling of any new elective surgeries that require an overnight stay until at least Nov. 27. The change
will apply to future surgeries but not ones that are already scheduled.
Bryan Medical Center CEO John Woodrich said COVID-19 patient numbers have doubled at Bryan over
the past two weeks, and taking the drastic move to postpone all inpatient elective surgeries is necessary
because, "we need all these available beds."
 


Platte River Radio: South Heartland COVID-19 Risk Level Rises to Red
 
HASTINGS – South Heartland District Health Department (SHDHD) executive director Michele Bever
reported on current COVID-19 conditions in the South Heartland District. The district COVID-19 risk
moved to 3.0, into “severe” risk (red).  
Bever said key measures used to determine the level of risk have worsened, including the health care
capacity (ICU bed availability, ventilator availability, number of COVID patients requiring hospital care)
and the average daily new cases reported to the department. Positivity continues to remain above 15%,







which is indicative of severe community spread. 
Bever said the movement of the SHDHD risk does not automatically result in changes to school plans.
“The school districts each have their own phased COVID plans,” she said. “They use the risk dial as one
tool in making their decisions about how best to provide instruction and activities, keeping in mind the
safety of students and staff. We believe that it is best for the health of the students and best for the
overall health of the community to keep students in school and we are working closely with the schools
to maintain that objective as long as we can,” she said.   
Bever reported that fourteen school districts in Adams, Clay, Nuckolls and Webster counties are affected
by COVID-19 as of Wednesday. Overall, there were 260 students and staff out from PreK-12 schools
including thirty-nine (39) individuals (33 students, 6 staff) in isolation due to testing positive for COVID-
19. “The schools continue to do a good job assuring COVID prevention practices are in place to protect
their staff and the students,” she said. “We continue to encourage school families and community
members to follow their example.” 
As for healthcare settings, Bever said there are nine long-term care facilities in the South Heartland
district with staff, residents, or both who have tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 2 weeks. In
addition, today there were twenty-one (21) patients being cared for in South Heartland hospitals due to
COVID-19, including seven (7) requiring critical care and five (5) needing ventilators.  
Bever noted that with twice-weekly testing of staff at long term care facilities (LTCF), which is required
by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), the amount of testing in the district has
increased dramatically. “Forty-eight percent (48%) of the tests last week are attributed to long term care
testing, but only 0.01% of the LTCF test results were positive,” she said. By comparison, twenty-nine
percent (29%) of the test results from the community (non-LTCF) were positive. “We will begin reporting
out separately the LTCF positivity and community positivity for a more accurate picture,” she said. 
South Heartland’s average number of daily new cases for the 14 days ending November 7 was 73.6 per
100,000. “If we had low community spread, we would expect an average of eight or fewer new cases per
day per 100,000,” Bever said. “Already, in the first four days of this week, we have received 196 positive
lab reports, averaging 49 cases per day, which equates to an average of 108 new cases per day per
100,000,” she said.  
Bever reminded residents that guidance for severe COVID spread includes staying at home when
symptomatic, maintaining six feet of distance from people you don’t live with, and masking up to reduce
risk of close contact exposures. “Our hospitals, locally and across Nebraska are feeling the strain. If
hospitals are caring for patients with severe symptoms of COVID-19, they have less capacity to care for
any of us or our loved ones when we have other critical needs, like strokes and heart attacks,” she said.
“We can all help reduce this burden by avoiding the three Cs: avoid Crowded places, avoid Close Contact
and avoid Confined spaces,” she said.  
“We are urging you to help protect our hospitals, keep our schools open, and keep our local workforce
healthy so our businesses may thrive and our loved ones – young and old – and their caregivers remain
healthy,” she said. “It is up to all of us to take care of our communities.” 
The levels of risk for COVID-19 spread are indicated on the risk dial as low (0-1.0, green), moderate (1.0-
2.0, yellow), elevated (2.0-3.0, orange) and severe (3.0-4.0, red).  The COVID Risk Dial & Community
Guidance can be found on SHDHD webpages at www.southheartlandhealth.org. South Heartland District
case counts and trends can be found on SHDHD’s dashboard of local COVID-19 case statistics.  This
dashboard, along with updates, guidance, news releases and other COVID-19 information and links can
be found on the SHDHD website: www.southheartlandhealth.org. The Nebraska Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS) provides daily updates to Nebraska’s coronavirus COVID-19 cases on their
Data Dashboard at http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.
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NP Telegraph: GPH expects to get COVID-19 vaccine by late December
 
The first doses of a pioneering vaccine for COVID-19 should be available in North Platte by late
December, Great Plains Health officials announced Wednesday.
Jason North, the hospital’s pharmacy director, said GPH is working with state officials to obtain the two-
dose vaccine developed by Pfizer and BioNTech SE.
Pfizer, a major U.S. pharmaceutical firm, and its German partner said Monday that it was proving more
than 90% effective in clinical trials in warding off COVID-19 symptoms.
GPH’s announcement comes with COVID-19 accounting for nearly one-third of the hospital’s patient
load and nearly 1,100 active cases in the six-county West Central District Health Department.
North said GPH front-line workers would receive the vaccine first, followed by the community’s first
responders. It should be available for the health district’s general population before winter’s end, he
added.
As soon as Pfizer announced its promising trial results, he said, GPH officials reached out to the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services to secure doses as soon as they’re cleared for use.
On top of “the newest cutting-edge medications and therapies” GPH already is using with COVID-19
patients, early vaccine access “puts us in the same playing field as many large academic institutions and
large hospitals,” North said.
GPH has ordered a $9,000 “super-cold” freezer needed to store the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine at the
required 94 degrees below zero Fahrenheit.
North said the vaccine doses, which will arrive in boxes packed with dry ice, have to be administered
within an hour of being taken out of the super-cold freezer.
That essentially means vaccines given through GPH will have to be given at locations in North Platte,
with people in West Central’s other five counties — Arthur, Hooker, Logan, McPherson and Thomas —
coming there to receive them.
North said regional hospitals will have to make similar preparations but likely also will receive vaccines
directly from Pfizer around the same time for their front-line health workers and first responders.
If they don’t get them or can’t store them right away, GPH can vaccinate their front-line workers in
North Platte, he said.
The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine’s two doses must be given 21 days apart, North said. Additional vaccines
being tested by other makers could be either single-dose or two-dose, with some of them able to be
stored at room temperature.
By the end of March, “we should be able to see pretty widespread community vaccination” throughout
the region, he said.
Despite the vaccine news, North and GPH marketing manager Megan McGown renewed the hospital’s
plea that people wear masks and maintain social distancing to limit COVID-19’s spread and protect
health-care workers and first responders.
GPH had 23 coronavirus cases among its 70 patients Tuesday, McGown said, occupying 16 beds on the
main tower’s third floor — the hospital’s original “COVID unit” — and seven more on the fourth floor.
“If the community could peer into a window into our ICU, if they could see a (COVID-19) patient, they
would not hesitate to do everything they can to protect their loved ones,” North said.
WCDHD’s Tuesday evening COVID-19 report showed 1,088 active cases in its six counties, more than half
the 1,806 cases confirmed since March.
Fifteen people have died from COVID-19, with the deaths of 15 others being investigated for connection
with the virus, according to the department’s website.
By Todd Von Kampen
 







LJS: Health Department revokes Lincoln concert venue's event permit after crowded concert
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department revoked the event plan a Lincoln concert venue needs
to host larger shows after the venue failed to enforce social distancing Saturday night.
The estimated 500 concertgoers who attended the sold-out Sada Baby show at the Royal Grove on
Saturday should quarantine for 14 days, Health Department Director Pat Lopez said, calling the show a
potential super-spreader event. 
Images of dozens of maskless fans at the concert standing in front of the stage as the hip-hop artist
performed spread through social media and prompted complaints to the Health Department, which had
worked with the venue ahead of the concert.
On Facebook this week, the Royal Grove said its COVID-19 precautions and mask requirements were
overwhelmed by the energetic crowd and that the 22 staffers working the event couldn't adequately
enforce the health directives.
Venue officials didn't immediately return a call seeking comment Wednesday.
Lopez said the venue cannot hold events without an approved event plan and the City Attorney's Office
is considering legal action. 
“Having an event plan is important, but ensuring your patrons comply with that plan is essential to
prevent the spread of the coronavirus in our community,” Lopez said.
“Our health systems are seriously stressed right now and are caring for more COVID-19 patients than
ever before. Activities like this are simply not acceptable at this time and impact our whole community.”
The Health Department strongly urged all those who attended the event to self-quarantine for 14 days
to protect others. Those who develop COVID-19 symptoms are also urged to get tested.
Lancaster County recorded its second straight day of record hospitalizations during the pandemic, with
127 coronavirus cases needing care at Lincoln hospitals, according to the Health Department.
Of those 127 patients, 79 were from outside the county. 
Lancaster County confirmed 234 new COVID-19 cases Wednesday but no new deaths. 
During the pandemic, the county has recorded 11,747 cases, 54 deaths and 4,520 recoveries.
The rate of positive tests among overall tests remains at a pandemic high of about 30%, according to the
department's data dashboard. 
Health officials continue to recommend residents stay home as much as possible, telework if they can,
wear masks and avoid gatherings with other households. 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 2,209 new cases Wednesday,
bringing the total to 89,942. One new death was reported, raising the state total to 731.
Lincoln Public Schools reported 20 positives cases from 15 buildings.
By Riley Johnson
 


OWH: Nebraska AG joins friend-of-the-court brief challenging some Pennsylvania mail-in
ballots
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson filed a friend-of-the-court brief Monday in a legal
case challenging some Pennsylvania mail-in ballots.
The case is one of many filed over last week’s national election. It concerns a Pennsylvania Supreme
Court decision allowing the counting of ballots that were mailed by Election Day and received within
three days.
The Republican Party of Pennsylvania, which filed the challenge, is asking the U.S. Supreme Court to hear
it. Several Republican attorneys general across the country are filing amicus, or friend-of-the-court,
briefs in support of the Pennsylvania GOP.







Nebraska joined a brief filed by Oklahoma Attorney General Mike Hunter, which argues that the
Pennsylvania high court usurped legislative authority to set election rules. Indiana, Kansas, Tennessee
and West Virginia also joined in the brief.
“Amici states have important interests in enforcing the absentee ballot deadlines created by their
legislatures and ensuring such statutes cannot be amended by state courts merely because some voters
will not act in a timely fashion to comply,” the brief said.
Peterson’s spokeswoman, Suzanne Gage, said he joined in brief “to maintain the proper separation of
powers within state governments.”
She said he had no response to President Donald Trump’s contention that the election is being stolen
through election fraud.
The ballots in question have been set aside pending the resolution of legal challenges. They are not
included in the unofficial election returns that show Democrat Joe Biden ahead of the GOP president by
more than 47,000 votes in Pennsylvania.
Republican attorneys general from 10 other states, led by Missouri, filed a separate amicus brief
Monday. It argues that Pennsylvania overstepped its constitutional authority in accepting late ballots,
that voting by mail creates voter fraud risks and that the decision to accept ballots after Election Day
exacerbated risks of absentee ballot fraud.
By Martha Stoddard
 


NCN: Southeast Community College dedicates new Lincoln Campus Health Sciences Center
 
LINCOLN – Southeast Community College dedicated a new Health Sciences Center on the school’s East
“O” Street campus in Lincoln, holding a ribbon-cutting for the new 82,000 square foot facility.


"I believe....I have no doubt this will be one of the highest quality health science teaching facilities in the
country. It is designed to promote innovation and collaboration among all of our health science
programs."
The center will be home to sixteen health science programs offered through Southeast Community
College. SCC President Dr. Paul Ilich says it will provide state-of-the-art training for students seeking
employment in high-demand career fields.


"SCC produces approximately two thousand health science graduates every ten years, with ninety
percent of these individuals finding employment in Nebraska. The challenge we have in Nebraska is that
we have a tremendous shortage of skilled workers in these same health science occupations. Nebraska
community colleges are uniquely positioned to address this barrier to Nebraska's economic growth."


SCC Dean of Health Sciences, Jill Sand gave one example where students will be able to seek a licensed
practical nursing degree.
"For our LPN practice nursing program, they will have new spaces on both the Lincoln and Beatrice
Campus.....new labs and an interdisciplinary space on both campuses will connect students like never
before....and grow a hope for the future for quality health care. Our students will have access to some of
the latest innovations in health care education, like a home-care setting in our interdisciplinary center
apartment...flexible and versatile nursing labs...that will open doors to students across our fifteen
county area who otherwise believed getting a nursing degree, wasn't an option."


Nebraska Lieutenant Governor Mike Foley described the new center as “a game changer”, with it comes
to developing students for careers in health-related fields.







"Oh, the places they will go...the students that will study here, come January. This is going to be a
beehive of activity. Those young people are going to be earning degrees in fields where they will be
instantly in demand. They're in demand, today, because there is a great shortage of workers in health
sciences career paths. They'll find so many wonderful opportunities not only in Lincoln, but beyond."


Community college board members, administrators and staff attended the ribbon cutting at the facility
Tuesday morning. It’s located just east of the main campus buildings and the Career Center, on the
Lincoln Campus.
By Doug Kennedy
 


LJS: Legislature's two-day gathering in Mullen hits COVID-19 wall
 
The coronavirus has been slipping itself into people's calendars for most of 2020, plundering in-person
meetings and forcing people out of board rooms and conference venues.
Sen. Mike Hilgers, chairman of the Legislature's Executive Board, thought his thorough planning and
attention to detail could defeat this meeting wrecker and allow senators to gather this week as the
Legislative Council outside of Lincoln at a beautiful Nebraska Sandhills site.
Uh-uh. The virus gets wind of it and wins again.
Legislative Council — canceled.
Hilgers — in quarantine. 
Senators were to gather Thursday and Friday, either in person or remotely, to hear speakers and discuss
what is coming Jan. 6 when the Legislature convenes for the 107th session. 
Hilgers had promised to make it as safe as possible, with plans for temperature checks, mandatory
masks, social distancing and limiting capacity. A system was put in place to allow those who didn't want
to meet in person to be able to fully participate. 
On Tuesday, as he was finalizing weeks of preparations for senators to meet at the Dismal River Club
near Mullen, Hilgers learned he had a direct exposure to someone who tested positive to COVID-19.
That meant he couldn't attend the council gathering. 
It's not that the meeting couldn't go on without him, he said, but the timing for getting those critical last
steps of spacing, cameras, Wi-Fi and compliance with the directed health measures in place was now in
jeopardy. 
"The problem was at the 11th hour, there was no way I could be 110% confident that ... the promises
that I made, that people relied on, that I could fulfill," he said. 
And he couldn't, in good conscience, foist it on someone else. 
So he and others will try to figure out how they can comply with statutory obligations to meet as a
Legislative Council this year, even if it's a much smaller group, socially distanced, for a much shorter
time.
Certainly not in the grand way he had planned, with speakers and presentations and the beautiful view. 
"Could we be in 2021 back in the Sandhills? ... Potentially. I wouldn't take that off the plate," he said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


LJS: Study: Nebraska lags behind in high-tech jobs
 
Despite an emphasis on creating high-tech jobs over the past few years, Nebraska is still lagging behind
other states when it comes to the number of those jobs.
That's according to a new study from the Bureau of Business Research at the University of Nebraska-







Lincoln.
Only 4.4% of the state's jobs in 2018 were in the professional, scientific and technical services sector,
according to the study, compared with 6.23% nationwide. Study author Eric Thompson said that's one of
the widest gaps between state and local numbers of any job category.
That gap has widened over the past decade. From 2009-18, professional, scientific and technical services
sector jobs grew about 8.6% in Nebraska, but they grew 22.9% in the U.S. as a whole.
“Nebraska’s slower growth is partly the result of Nebraska’s urban structure, characterized by small and
mid-size metropolitan areas and a large non-metropolitan population,” said Thompson, who is director
of the Bureau of Business Research.
But even Omaha and Lincoln lag peer cities when it comes to the percentage of those jobs, the study
says. Omaha's 5.29% of professional, scientific and technical services sector jobs, is below its peer group
average of 6.3%, while Lincoln's 4.74% lags its peer group average of 5.13%.
Thompson said it's important for the state to do whatever it can to support growth in this employment
sector, because the jobs have high wages, with an average weekly salary of $1,800 nationwide in 2018.
The average salary in Nebraska was considerably lower at $1,330 a week, but that's still higher than the
average salary in almost every other job category.
“Faster growth in the industry would raise household income, per-capita tax revenue and support the
retention of college graduates,” he said.
By Matt Olberding
 


LJS: E-cigarette indoor workplace ban begins Saturday
 
The use of electronic cigarettes within indoor workplaces will be prohibited in Nebraska, beginning
Saturday.
The only exceptions will be within electronic smoking device retail outlets or vape shops.
The prohibition was enacted by the Legislature effective Nov. 14 and includes office buildings,
manufacturing facilities, retail services, restaurants and bars.
"Tobacco Free Nebraska encourages all businesses, especially those that currently allow the use of e-
cigarettes indoors, to take steps to inform employees and visitors about the upcoming change," the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services stated in a news release.
"The change is about protecting Nebraskans from exposure to secondhand aerosol from e-cigarettes
(and) it is also a great time to try, or retry, quitting e-cigarettes or tobacco," said Amanda Mortensen,
program manager for Tobacco Free Nebraska.
For more information or assistance, Mortensen urged Nebraskans to call 1-800-784-8669 or
visit QuitNow.ne.gov. 
By Don Walton
 


OWH: 'Grievous' shortcomings at Sarpy County Treasurer's Office prompt state audit
 
State auditors say the Sarpy County treasurer has failed to balance some county financial records, lacks
an understanding of bookkeeping practices and allowed the deputy treasurer to take a Hawaiian
vacation while officially on the clock.
State Auditor Charlie Janssen’s office in January plans to begin an audit of the operations led by Sarpy
County Treasurer Brian Zuger, who was elected to the $101,000-a-year position in November 2018.
A report released by Janssen’s office this week detailed county financial records that were incomplete or
inaccurate and a patchwork system of record-keeping that made it difficult to reconcile some financial
data. The audit, called an attestation, will cover the period from July 1 through Dec. 31.



http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/I-Want-to-Quit-Tobacco.aspx

https://auditors.nebraska.gov/APA_Reports/2020/CO77-11022020-November_2_2020_Sarpy_County_Treasurer_Letter.pdf





“The treasurer is in control of over $130 million on a daily basis, making his obvious accounting
shortcomings particularly grievous,” the report says.
The county will be on the hook for the cost of the audit, as well as some work the State Auditor’s Office
has already completed.
Zuger on Tuesday said that the concerns identified by the state are the result of an “antiquated” system
of record-keeping and the need for more employees, better training and updated technology. He said
that his office has been making changes to its practices but that the pandemic caused delays.
“I want to have a transparent and open office,” Zuger said.
Don Kelly, chairman of the Sarpy County Board, said in a statement Tuesday that board members and
Zuger welcome the audit. The County Board has hired an independent firm to conduct a separate audit.
The state began working with the County Treasurer’s Office in April. Obtaining information over the past
several months was “extremely challenging,” and as of Monday, auditors had not received full access to
necessary records, the report states.
One example of the auditors’ findings: The county’s most recent semiannual financial report contained
an apparent $1.9 million discrepancy that the report says could not be explained. In another instance,
county investment records initially indicated a shortage of $8.6 million; further examination showed that
investments held at the bank actually exceeded county records by more than $500,000.
Zuger chalked up those kinds of discrepancies to bookkeeping or system errors — nothing more sinister.
“There’s not money missing,” Zuger said. “We reconcile to the bank. It’s a clerical error that got blown
out of proportion.”
Some bank reconciliations were not completed in a timely manner, while others were not provided to
auditors, according to the report.
Zuger said the county is in the process of replacing a controller position in his office, as well as adding
accounting technology that will automate some processes.
Auditors also said that Deputy County Treasurer Dan Templeton took a two-week vacation to Hawaii in
July 2019 that was not documented on his employee timesheet.
A response in the report by a deputy Sarpy County attorney stated that Templeton’s work hours are
considered round-the-clock. The attorney wrote that Templeton often works 12-hour days in addition to
evenings and weekends.
Zuger agreed to allow his deputy to go on the family vacation without taking leave because of those
excess hours, the county attorney wrote.
Auditors did not find a state statute or county policy that addressed the vacation situation. But the
agency “believes that government pay should be received only for actual work performed or actual
leave earned,” the report states.
State statute doesn’t require Zuger to be a certified accountant. He is responsible “for hiring adequate
staff to ensure that the office runs smoothly, accounts are balanced, and all monies received by the
County are recorded accurately,” the report says.
Zuger, who served two years on the County Board before he was elected treasurer, said he has a
master’s degree in public administration with a specialization in finance from Bellevue University.
The report notes that the County Board has the ability to remove the treasurer from office and appoint
someone else.
By Reece Ristau
 


OWH: Judge reviews whether Omaha police can declare peaceful march illegal, use
chemical agents
 
A federal judge heard arguments Tuesday on the ACLU of Nebraska’s request to curb the Omaha Police







Department’s ability to take action against nonviolent protesters, such as declaring a peaceful march
unlawful because of a traffic ordinance and using chemical agents.
The hearing on the ACLU’s petition for a preliminary injunction is part of a civil rights lawsuit filed last
month by the group ProBLAC (Progressive Black-Led Ally Coalition) against the City of Omaha, specifically
naming Police Chief Todd Schmaderer and Capt. Mark Matuza as defendants.
The lawsuit alleges that police used excessive force by using pepper balls and tear gas against peaceful
protesters and says mass arrests after a march in the street from midtown to downtown July 25
restricted their free speech and were retaliatory because of protesters’ message against police brutality.
Omaha police arrested about 125 people at the Farnam Street bridge over Interstate 480 that night,
citing two city ordinances — against obstructing public roadways and refusing a lawful request to move
— to declare a march or protest unlawful. The arrests caused a backlog during the booking process at
the Douglas County Jail. Ultimately, the City Prosecutor’s Office filed charges against only roughly 25% of
the protesters who were arrested.
Eight plaintiffs, including a legal observer, are named in the lawsuit, which said they were unnecessarily
injured or hit by pepper balls.
Tuesday’s hearing was held so a quick decision can be made on whether Omaha police can continue to
cite the city ordinances to make arrests and use chemical agents to deter and disperse peaceful
protesters. U.S. District Senior Judge Joseph F. Bataillon said he would need time to research and
understand the arguments and would issue his written decision later.
Adam Sipple, legal director at the ACLU of Nebraska, told Bataillon that the “modest and reasonable”
request for injunction is needed because the Police Department has said in a statement that “public
streets are not forums for protesting” and that more arrests could occur during future protests if
ordinances aren’t followed.
“There was no active aggression at the Farnam march (by protesters), no evidence of it,” Sipple said at
the hearing. “To use chemicals to arrest them (for violating a minor city ordinance) is decidedly
unreasonable.”
Sipple argued that Omaha police cannot decide to declare a spontaneous, peaceful protest unlawful
even if it prevents one car from driving down a road. He said the city ordinances are overbroad and
unconstitutionally vague, and cannot be used to suppress the protesters’ First Amendment rights.
“There has to be room for political expression to breathe,” he said.
Bataillon asked several questions and mentioned that he didn’t recall any mass arrests when Husker fans
congregated at 72nd and Dodge Streets to celebrate a national championship. He also said it would be
unlawful if he stood in the middle of traffic on Dodge Street and asked about the process to get a permit
from the city. He said one issue is for the police to be able to plan for protests.
Sipple said the July 25 march in the streets was hastily planned after a rally in Turner Park.
Michelle Peters, an attorney for the City of Omaha, referenced the parade permit application process
and said that police want to keep the marchers safe, along with other pedestrians or bystanders, and
that traffic isn’t the only concern.
“They do have a right to protest, to express, but that right is not absolute,” Peters said.
Bataillon asked Peters why police arrested the protesters on the bridge, when officers in cruisers had
continued to follow them and block traffic during the two-hour march and then finally sealed off Farnam
Street just before initiating the mass arrests. Bataillon said if Farnam Street was blocked off by police, at
that point, protesters weren’t obstructing traffic or in danger.
Peters said that officers made at least 10 announcements on a cruiser loudspeaker that the march was
unlawful but that attendees didn’t stop. Some protesters have said they couldn’t hear the warnings.
Most marched in the streets, but some walked on the sidewalks, the ACLU has said. Peters said some of
the protesters arrested on the Farnam bridge sidewalk had been in the street and had jumped the
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barrier to get on the sidewalk.
Peters went on to say that the mass arrests that night have not chilled the plaintiffs’ free speech
because they continue to hold protests. Bataillon questioned that, asking if she knew whether every
plaintiff still participated in protests or if anyone contracted COVID-19 after being arrested.
“They are not being prevented from protesting on the sidewalk,” Peters said.
“Except the ones you arrested on the bridge,” Bataillon responded.
Concerning pepper balls and tear gas, Peters argued that those are low-level force options and that
clearly protesters wouldn’t want officers to use Tasers, batons, police dogs or firearms. Restricting the
use of pepper balls would hamstring officers, she said.
“It fully ties the hands of police officer in rapidly changing circumstances as to what the reasonable
response is,” Peters said. “Things that start well-intentioned can turn very quickly.”
Peters declined to comment after the hearing, but Sipple said it was important for his clients to be heard
Tuesday.
“Police don’t have absolute authority,” he said. “A democratic system provides checks and balances.”
By Alia Conley
 


OWH: State Farm to shut Lincoln office permanently; employees to work from home
 
State Farm Insurance announced this week that its Lincoln office is one of a dozen around the country
that will close permanently, although it will not necessarily mean any local jobs are being cut.
Most of the company's employees have been working from home since March because of the
coronavirus pandemic, and State Farm has decided to make that arrangement permanent, said
spokeswoman Gina Morss-Fischer.
"As a company, maintaining flexibility in how and where we work is just one of the many ways we can
better serve customers," Morss-Fischer said in an email.
State Farm has approximately 750 employees in Lincoln, which is down considerably from the more than
1,300 it reported in 2013.
That's the year it sold its two buildings in Lincoln along with several others around the country to Lone
Star Funds, a Dallas-based private equity firm, and then leased them back.
In 2018, it consolidated all of its local workforce into the larger of the two buildings on its campus near
84th and O streets.
Morss-Fischer said State Farm is in the process of finalizing its withdrawal plans and that they will vary
by market. She did not say when the company will formally vacate the Lincoln building.
The company has been consolidating its operations over the past several years into large locations in
Atlanta, Dallas and Phoenix and already had closed other offices in several states.
The other offices that will be closing are in Austin, Texas; Ballston Spa and New Albany, New York;
Birmingham, Alabama; Charlottesville, Virginia;  Concordville, Pennsylvania; DuPont, Washington;
Greeley, Colorado; Murfreesboro, Tennessee; Newark, Ohio; and Winter Haven, Florida.
State Farm is believed to be the first large employer in Lincoln to move to a totally virtual workforce. A
number of the city's large employers have had most or all of their employees working from home since
March, but most of them expect their employees to eventually return to the office.
Among the ones who have said they might allow some employees to work from home permanently are
Ameritas and NRC Health.
Ameritas spokesman Hunter Reeves told the Journal Star in September that the insurance company was
"evaluating some approaches" that would allow some employees to become permanent telecommuters.
NRC Health, which provides a range of management and consulting services to health care companies,
said it found that its nearly 400 Lincoln-based employees have been very productive working from







home, and it plans to let most of its employees work from wherever they want long-term.
"We do not plan on making our associates return to working full-time from the office," Chief Operations
Officer Jona Raasch told the Journal Star last month.
The company is in the process of remodeling its building at 13th and Q streets to create larger spaces on
two of its floors for socializing and collaborative work.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH Editorial: Let concerns be heard, but the election outcome is clear
 
Sen. Ben Sasse and Rep. Don Bacon have this right: Joe Biden is the next president.
Bacon told The World-Herald’s Joe Morton the “handwriting’s on the wall” that Biden won. “We don’t
want to delegitimize the elections at all, and so I ask the president to take a higher road on it. Because in
the end we’ve been doing these elections since 1788 and we don’t want to pull apart at the seams.”
Sasse is one of four GOP senators to congratulate Biden. Thirty-one former Republican House members,
including Nebraska’s Doug Bereuter, decried President Donald Trump’s allegations of vote fraud.
The United States has a formal process through which Biden’s victory will be certified, but the outcome
is not realistically in question any more than it is in question that Republicans made gains in the House
— using the very same ballots that the Trump campaign continues to selectively challenge.
We have had close presidential elections before. Democrats have suffered bitter defeats, including in
2016. The transition has been delayed only once, in 2000, when 537 votes in Florida ultimately decided
the election. It’s not nearly that close this year, but the Trump administration is blocking transition
funds.
Unlike in 2000, the Trump campaign would need to overturn the results in Pennsylvania, where Biden
leads by 47,000 votes, and at least one other state, assuming Biden remains ahead in Arizona or
Georgia, whose Republican secretary of state said it is unlikely a recount or investigations of fraud
allegations will flip the state to Trump.
Trump’s claims are of a pattern. He alleged, without basis, that millions of people voted illegally in 2016,
depriving him of a national popular vote win. After he finished second to Ted Cruz in the Iowa caucuses
in 2016, he tweeted, “Ted Cruz didn’t win Iowa, he stole it,” and “Based on the fraud committed by
Senator Ted Cruz during the Iowa Caucus, either a new election should take place or Cruz results
nullified.”
Sound familiar?
As Bacon suggests, questioning the fundamental fairness and accuracy of our elections erodes public
confidence in a way that risks lasting impact. How many millions of Trump’s supporters will doubt
election outcomes from now forward?
Legitimate legal challenges must be heard. Biden, seeking to be a unifier, could endorse that with
seemingly little to fear. No court has heard a legitimate challenge yet, with thin Trump complaints being
quickly dismissed. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio argues that Trump’s claims wouldn’t be harmed by
moving forward with transition work. “We need to have that contingency in place,” Rubio said.
It is one thing to pursue legitimate legal questions. It is another to willfully damage confidence in the
foundation of our system of government.
Our election system is a marvel. Each of the nation’s 3,141 counties tabulates its votes and reports them
to the chief election officer of their state, whose office reports statewide totals. We had record turnout
this year — which we want — and record mail-in voting because of pandemic safety concerns. Mail-in
votes are legal in some form in every state, including five states that have long conducted elections by
mail only, with no evidence of fraud.
The big turnout and record mail-in votes slowed counting, particularly in the most populous counties. In
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some states, including Michigan and Pennsylvania, where Trump showed early leads, absentee votes,
most heavily used by Democrats, were counted last. In Michigan, for example, 1.5 million votes were
cast in just two metro Detroit counties, compared with 950,000 for all of Nebraska. It took longer to
count them, but as former President George W. Bush said in a statement congratulating Biden, “The
American people can have confidence that this election was fundamentally fair, its integrity will be
upheld, and its outcome is clear.”
It is time to move forward with American history.
 


OWH Erica Wassinger: Here's why established businesses should partner with startups
 
Early-stage startups are susceptible to failure for many reasons. According to CrunchBase, among the
top reasons for failure: the team. The wrong person or people in the wrong roles for the wrong
company.
What are the roles that needed in an early startup? To oversimplify, it is a blend of business and tech.
There’s a sixth (wo)man in this lineup: the early customer.
When startups are well designed, customers add as much input as early employees.
Here’s the rub, though: As a business community, we’re generally not good at being first customers.
All too often, corporations and small businesses alike shy away from being an early adopter to new,
homegrown technology. Perhaps the decision-maker fears internal politics. Maybe it is the risk of a
failed experiment. Or the startup doesn’t meet the criteria outlined in an organization’s vendor
parameters.
Whatever the reason, I argue that for established businesses, partnering with early entrepreneurs is a
smart risk.
You shouldn’t partner with a startup just to say you did it.
Instead, boldly champion local entrepreneurs who are solving problems in your industry or who are
germane to your business.
Suppose a startup shows merit in understanding your pains and offers a unique means of providing
solutions. You should partner up.
What to expect as a first customer?
The upside includes:
Influence. First customers and early users get an outsized amount of influence over a startup’s product,
pricing, sales strategy and support functions. It’s an influence that shouldn’t be taken lightly. Savvy
founders will allow a few key beta customers into the platform at a time. They’ll work hand-in-hand with
those customers to build their dream platform and the solution to their customer’s plaguing problems.
Front row seats to innovation and agile development. For your team, this means real-time participation
in a high-growth business. Your company will see firsthand how startups approach innovation, business
modeling, agile product development and the broader venture industry.
First look at future lines of business and talent. Your role is first as a customer. That could be the
beginning of a much more intentional partnership. By working closely with the founding teams, you’ll be
better poised to make investments in the companies and even their leadership in the event that you’d
want to fully acquire the business later.
Better rates. Great founding teams know your business is helping them build something valuable and
are willing to discount their pricing for that. That doesn’t mean as a beta user, you get free access, but
you can get a long-term lock on great rates.
Keep your eyes wide open — there are some risks to mitigate when working with early startups.
They are building the plane and flying it too. These risks include working with a young, fragile vendor
that doesn’t yet have a fully backed product. You’re a part of that build, but know that the systems and







processes will be a bit buggy.
They may be atypical to your average vendor. They don’t have all the forms, files and systems customers
may be used to or expect. Consider how you work with your internal teams to set proper expectations.
Their cash reserves are not great. Be up front about what your payment terms are and understand that
if your payments are late, they may miss payroll. Consider how you work with your internal team to
expedite payments to avoid these common pitfalls.
Time is their most valuable asset. If you choose to take on the role of beta user — or even participant in
customer discovery — understand you’re spending a founder’s valuable time. They’re working with you
at the expense of identifying other customers that could move their business’s trajectory forward faster.
You’re bigger than a customer, you’re their partner in an important point of discovery for their business.
If we really want to change the trajectory of our startup community and innovation economy, we must
be much bolder as first customers to these entrepreneurs.
My door is wide open for any executive who wants to better understand how to get the upside.
Erica Wassinger is the lead at the Startup Collaborative, a program of the Greater Omaha Chamber of
Commerce. She and co-founder Nathan Preheim recently launched Proven Ventures to capitalize
Nebraska entrepreneurs.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Legal process is best way to achieve public trust in the election
 
A lot of politicians are demanding that the Trump campaign not legally challenge the preliminary vote
counts in a number of states because, they say, it undermines public confidence in the election results.
In fact, it is just the opposite.
Roughly 70 million Americans voted for Trump in this election. When most of them went to bed on
election night, Trump led by hundreds of thousands of votes in several swing states. By the next
morning, those leads had largely vanished. In order for millions of Trump voters to have confidence in
the results of the election, they need to be assured that the election in those states was conducted as
required by law. Being “assured” by politicians and the news media that everything was done properly
does not assure them.
Biden supporters and the news media should welcome the Trump campaign lawsuits if they truly want
the voters to trust the final election results. If the Trump campaign cannot prove that certain votes were
improperly counted, then most Trump voters will accept the results. They will not accept the results as
things now stand. Why? Consider these few examples.
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Alito twice had to order Pennsylvania officials to segregate ballots arriving
after election day so that their validity can be determined. The U.S. Justice Department is investigating
election irregularities in several states. A postal worker in one state said orders were given to postmark
ballots for an earlier date than they were actually received by the post office. Election workers have
signed sworn statements that they were ordered to alter ballots. Many other specific allegations of
impropriety have been made in several states.
The way to achieve public confidence in the election results is for evidence of these allegations to be
presented to the courts to determine if they are true and, if they are true, whether it changes the
outcome of the presidential election.
Election lawsuits are not new to this election. Al Gore litigated the result of the 2000 presidential
election until nearly mid-December, when the U.S. Supreme Court put an end to it.
Supporting and completing the legal process is the best way to assure the voters that they can have
confidence in the final election results.
Don Stenberg is a former Nebraska attorney general and the author of a new book, “Eavesdropping on
Lucifer.”







 


OWH Midlands Voices: Why many combat veterans don't talk about their wars
 
Veterans Day is not just a day to honor our veterans; it is our day to thank them for what they did. While
we need to appreciate what their service did for our country, we also need to understand what their
service to our country did to them.
After every war, family and friends ask the same questions. “Why doesn’t he talk about the war? Why
doesn’t he tell us what he did?” They worry that he might be hiding some dark, disturbing secret that
causes him to stay silent. For a few, that is certainly the case. For most, there are other reasons why a
combat solider is reluctant to share his experiences.
For the peacetime solider, that is never the case. Those veterans love to tell their stories, and their
family and friends love to hear them. It is exciting to hear him talk about how in basic training he had to
low crawl under live machine gun fire, throw live hand grenades without killing himself or others, fire his
rifle at human silhouettes on the target range, and how he had to remove his gas mask inside a gas
chamber.
These stories are exhilarating for both the storyteller and his listeners. He can tell these stories because
they are safe to tell.
It is different for the combat solider, because he knows instinctively that his stories are not safe to tell.
There is no mystery he is attempting to conceal. He is honestly fearful that his listeners are not prepared
to hear what he has to say, nor prepared for how he has to say it.
Killing is the business of war, and death is its consequence. Civilians do not like to hear about killing, and
combat soldiers do not want to talk about it. There is no euphemistic way to talk about killing, and there
is no eloquent way to describe a violent death. So, in order to cope, soldiers have invented their own
private language to talk about these subjects. In World War I the dough boys “hammered the Huns.” In
World War II our GIs tried to “nail the Nazi’s” and “annihilate the NIPS.” In Korea the mission was to “rub
out the Reds”. In my war we talked about “wasting the enemy” or “greasing the Dinks.”
We never gave a thought to political correctness, because this is how we talked. This is how soldiers
have always talked. It is a soldier’s way to justify his actions. It allows him to sidestep the long dark
shadow of the 5th Commandment.
This is a hard and callous philosophy, but soldiering is a hard and callous profession. After all, what they
were doing was exactly what our country was asking them to do. While we could communicate this way
with our fellow soldiers, we knew it would be taboo to talk to civilians like that.
When it came to casualties, it was exactly the same. It had to be that way for soldiers to cope and carry
on. When someone asked the first sergeant, where was Randall, he simply responded that Randall had
“bought the farm.” How horrified Randall’s parents would be if they heard the first sergeant talk about
their son in this way. When someone asked what happened to Sanford, he wasn’t told that Sanford was
wounded. He was told simply that Sanford had “caught two in the chest.” How horrified his girlfriend
would be if she heard these words.
Sure, soldiers hurt when they lose one of their own. How could they not? Causalities are the byproduct
of war. War is graphic and gruesome, and soldiers see it firsthand, but the civilians do not. Every army
infantryman carries a first aid kit. In the kit is a plastic sheet he knows how to apply to a fellow soldier
who has a sucking chest wound. In that kit is a device that is to be used immediately to stop blood
spurting out of a major artery. Civilians should never have to visualize these images.
The world of a combat solider is an X-rated world. It always has been. His language is course, callous and
crude. The expressions that he swore like a sailor or cussed like a drill sergeant are not exaggerations.
They are descriptions of soldiers at war.
While no solider wants to admit it to their family or friends, the “F” word flows like cold beer on an







August afternoon.
From General Patton down to the lowliest GI, it was used as a noun, a verb and an adjective. It was and
still is an integral part of the soldier’s vernacular. Acronyms like SNAFU, FUBAR, FNG, and dozens of
others bear that out. Just Google the terms to see what I mean.
GI’s during World War II all sang a special song to vent their fears and frustrations. It was as profane as it
was popular, yet It was the anthem of GIs in five different theaters of war. They sang with gusto, “Blank
them all, Blank them all, all the long and the short and the tall.” You can fill in the blanks. When Bing
Crosby sanitized that song, it became a hit record all over the United States. When a solider returns
home it’s too easy to slip into bad language.
It takes courage to come face to face with an enemy whose only mission is to see you dead. Taking out
an enemy machine gun, blowing up a bunker, or rescuing a wounded buddy are what combat soldiers
do. Overrunning enemy positions, breaking out of an ambush or shooting at an enemy that is shooting
at you are the acts that define combat soldiers.
Yet to civilians, these exploits seem more like fiction or clips from a Hollywood action movie rather than
real-life deeds. Once again, the solider is afraid to talk about these events. In this skeptical world, he
knows from experience that if he does, he might be accused of bragging, exaggerating or even
fabricating what he did. It is not worth the risk. It is just safer to stay silent.
Even describing ordinary military life is a problem. The military has a language full of abbreviations,
acronyms and technical terminology that the ordinary person can never easily understand. How can you
tell a story if it has to be constantly interrupted with explanations or punctuated with footnotes? It just
not worth the effort.
Veterans day is our nation’s day to forgive our veterans for being callous and hard, for being impious
and profane and for choosing not to talk about their war. On Veterans Day we should thank them. More
than that, we should remember the words of the sanitized version of Bing Crosby’s song. Those lyrics say
it best:
“Bless them all, Bless them all, all the long and the short and the tall!”
James Martin Davis is an Omaha trial lawyer and a Vietnam combat veteran.
 


OWH: Virus, Ricketts, freedom
 
It is refreshing that Gov. Pete Ricketts is concerned with our personal freedom. I am grateful to live in a
country where everyone is free to spread a deadly disease to anyone. I am so happy to see your faces
and your noses. I am glad you have your freedom, but I have lost mine.
My freedom to read a bedtime story and snuggle with my 5-year-old without worrying that my breath
will sicken or kill her and break my heart or that her breath may kill me and break hers. I lost my
freedom to safely swim and get massage to treat a chronic illness. I lost my freedom to visit my family.
So many others, mostly women and minorities, lost their freedom to work and make a living for their
families.
Imagine if Gov. Ricketts had acted quickly to stop this virus. His response to this pandemic is remiss and
clearly partisan.
On 9/11, when 3,000 people died in 2001, our personal freedoms were stripped in the name of national
safety, and nearly every Democrat and Republican went for it in a New York minute. Now 20 years later,
we are still subject to the same racial profiling and degrading searches at airports even though the data
is clear that giving up those freedoms has done nothing to improve our safety. Yet, every single day
people are harassed by TSA in what amounts to theatrics. (Of course not rich people, who fly privately
and make our laws.)
I don’t know of any TSA agents shot because they searched someone in spite of the litany of violations







against our personal freedom.
Now, 240,000 American deaths later, Gov. Ricketts is worried about personal freedom? You mean the
freedom of people who will shoot someone because they have been asked to wear a mask to protect
their community?
I want my freedom, too! And I want my government to protect my freedom. Before there is nothing left
to protect.
Crystal Edwards, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 11/12: State mustn’t delay on casino gambling setup
 
After Nebraska voters approved expanding Medicaid eligibility in November 2018, the program took its
first applications just last month. That wait, just shy of two years, was the longest of any state in the
nation – an inexcusable delay.
Just a month after those initial requests were made, Nebraskans again backed three related ballot
initiatives to authorize casino gambling in the state – a measure that, like Medicaid expansion, was
opposed by Gov. Pete Ricketts and a significant number of state senators.
Another slow rollout for another ballot initiative enacted by a majority of Nebraskans would be
unacceptable – and simply cannot be repeated.
For his part, Ricketts has said he will respect the will of the people. To fully do so, he must ensure what’s
required of his office to implement casino gambling in the state apace.
In Nebraska’s unicameral system of government, voters carry extra weight as the second house of the
legislative branch. That authority is intentionally difficult for the Legislature to overturn, requiring 33 of
49 senators to achieve, and must be respected by state government at all levels.
And it’s clear that Nebraska voters – nearly two-thirds of them supported the initiative to allow casinos
at horse tracks – were ready to stop sending hundreds of millions of dollars across the border to pay
other states’ taxes when the need for tax relief here is so great. (In fact, the proposal laying out how tax
revenue would be directed, Initiative 431, earned 4% more voters than the other two.)
The property tax relief promised by casino gambling – 70% of the revenues the state receives will go to
the Property Tax Relief Fund – represents a major win in rural areas of Nebraska. Years of inadequate
state funding for K-12 education has overly and unfairly burdened ag producers, as local school districts
have had to cover the shortfalls they had no part in creating.
These issues, tax relief and school funding, aren’t new. They’ve been among the Journal Star editorial
board’s annual priorities for years, and they’ve been atop Nebraskans’ wish lists for much longer.
Of course, the major tax reform Nebraska so desperately needs to rebalance the three-legged stool of
taxation – property, income and sales – has failed to materialize for so many years, with a compromise
proposal passed by the Legislature this year marking the first meaningful tax legislation in years.
However, it fails to address the structural changes needed, and all parties agree more must come.
Because of the state’s repeated inability to enact significant property tax reform, Nebraska landowners
still need relief – and newly approved casino gambling opens the door to providing it.
That requires expedient approval – that simply didn’t happen with Medicaid expansion – from the
powers that be at the Capitol.
 


LJS Editorial, 11/11: Draft give city blueprint for climate challenge
 
The floods of 2019 scarred the lives and landscapes of Nebraska, and they delivered a horrifying, real-life
reminder of what extreme weather events can do. Nebraskans – and our state and federal government
– responded as they always do, with grit, ingenuity, sincerity and humor.







But as these emergencies accelerate, it’s going to take more than moxie and money to pull us through.
Hence Lincoln’s recently unveiled 2020 Climate Action Plan Draft. While the goal of the document is to
spur change that will lessen the environmental footprint of the city’s residents and businesses, “the
thrust of this effort is actually about protecting our people and ensuring our good quality of life for the
future,” said Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird in releasing the plan for public comment.
Predictably, the document sets 30-year goals for greenhouse gas emissions (down 80% from 2011
levels) and encourages a switch from fossil fuels to electric power (and renewable resources to generate
that power). But the plan also goes deeper into the quality-of-life issues we must plan for as
temperatures rise along with the frequency of extreme precipitation events.
One of the bigger ticket items – costing more than $1 billion – would be establishing a second water
source for the city, a concern that rose during last year’s floods when the city’s Platte River well field
was threatened.
Less costly, but not less important, will be building resiliency into Lincoln’s food supply, allowing us to be
less dependent on outside sources and transportation to keep grocery store shelves stocked, and
aligning government policies and business goals with the reality of a more volatile climate. Minor climate
changes and major disasters can have big impacts on how the community survives and thrives based on
how we prepare – or what we learn – for them.
It’s hard to put a price tag on our peace of mind and security, but at some point we’ll have to. We can
only afford to spend so much. Our economy now is pinched by pandemic. Affordable housing remains a
challenge. No one is eager to pay more in taxes. So we have to be prepared to spend wisely and
recognize that spending for what it really is – an investment in the future.
But ignoring the science and sticking out heads into the flood-washed sand of our next catastrophe will
be far more expensive. This plan – fleshed out with public feedback – puts Lincoln in a position to get
ahead of the coming crisis and set an example for other communities and our state.
 


LJS: Mandate would protect state
 
Why is Gov. Pete Ricketts so reluctant to issue a statewide mask mandate?
Nebraska’s rising COVID-19 counts reflect the lack of a mandate in Nebraska along with the 17 other
states that lack one. For rural communities, the absence of a state mandate puts business owners in a
position that they may have to alienate customers to protect themselves.
For me personally, it puts my elderly parents in danger out in western Nebraska when they attend
church and shop in their unprotected community. Governor, please, please do your job and protect the
residents of this state.
Sandra K. Sullivan, Lincoln
 


LJS: System makes all votes count
 
I find it interesting that Gov. Pete Ricketts would even think about changing Nebraska electoral vote
system back to a winner-take-all one.
He should be suggesting all states use this guide, since a few votes in a large city negate the vote of
others in a state. Even one vote takes an entire state one way.
Governor, keep Nebraska as is. That way all votes really count.
Dale Fink, Lincoln
 


LJS: Governor has reached his peak
 







I’m not saying I am feeling sorry for Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, but there is something kind of sad to
see somebody reach their pinnacle of power and have nowhere left to go but down.
Ricketts' full embrace of Donald Trump puts him out there on a limb for all to see how bad things have
become under both elected officials.
For all the things Trump and Ricketts claim this administration has helped and really has not, the worst
was ruining Nebraska's agriculture trade market with ill-thought-out tariffs on China. Then Trump bails
out farmers and ranchers with billions of government subsidies which he laughably claims is being paid
by China.
With Ricketts being term-limited, even with his money, the state GOP doesn't have to run scared of
crossing the governor.
The big dog in the governor's office has lost his bite. Whatever happens to Ricketts' political career after
2020, he most likely won't climb this high again.
I'm not going to lose any sleep over that!
Ricky Fulton, Omaha
 


Norfolk DN Editorial: Kyle Schneweis served state well as inaugural director of Nebraska
Department of Transportation
 
It’s not usually the case that Northeast Nebraskans pay a lot of attention when the director of the
Nebraska Department of Transportation steps down from office.
But Kyle Schneweis serves as an exception to that because he’s been rather exceptional since accepting
the post more than five years ago.
He’s departing this month to become chief executive officer of High Street, a national transportation
analytics, planning and policy consulting firm. That company’s gain is Nebraska’s loss.
Mr. Schneweis arrived in Nebraska about the same time a renewed push for completing the state’s
expressway system was under way, thanks to the efforts of the 4 Lanes 4 Nebraska coalition and others.
The desire to collaborate was evident from the start of Mr. Schneweis’ tenure.
Indeed, progress has been made on the expressway front, with additional sections of Highway 275 in the
construction pipeline. The progress never comes as quickly as many local and area residents would
prefer, but that is forward movement.
In part that’s because Mr. Schneweis considered the economic development impact of highway
construction as part of the decision-making process instead of solely focusing on engineering and safety
issues. He also was open to other ideas for streamlining the construction progress.
We had hoped that issuing bonds for construction projects might be one of the new ideas put into place,
but that’s more due to Gov. Pete Ricketts’ opposition to the idea than anything else.
Mr. Schneweis also found himself in an unexpected position when the March 2019 floods destroyed a
multitude of roads and bridges across significant parts of Nebraska.
“Over the last five years, the NDOT team has come together to deliver on an incredible number of
priorities for the people of Nebraska,” he said. “I am especially proud of the work our team has done in
helping rebuild after the historic floods from last year.”
He has every right to be proud of that accomplishment, as well as shepherding the formation of the
transportation department after it was created by the merger of the state roads and aeronautics
departments.
In recently announcing Mr. Schneweis’ decision to leave Nebraska, the governor saluted him for
“outstanding work setting a vision for the agency. Kyle is one of the best in his field, and I personally
appreciate all his contributions to help build quality infrastructure so our communities can grow and
thrive.”







That’s exactly the kind of vision that needs to continue.
 


AP: ACA seems likely to survive
 
WASHINGTON — A more conservative Supreme Court appears unwilling to do what Republicans have
long desired: kill off the Affordable Care Act, including its key protections for preexisting health
conditions and subsidized insurance premiums that affect tens of millions of Americans.
Meeting remotely a week after the election and in the midst of a pandemic that has closed their
majestic courtroom, the justices Tuesday took on the latest Republican challenge to the Obama-era
health care law, with three appointees of President Donald Trump, an avowed foe of the law, among
them.
But at least one of those Trump appointees, Justice Brett Kavanaugh, seemed likely to vote to leave the
bulk of the law intact, even if he were to find the law's now-toothless mandate that everyone obtain
health insurance to be unconstitutional.
"It does seem fairly clear that the proper remedy would be to sever the mandate provision and leave the
rest of the act in place," Kavanaugh said.
Chief Justice John Roberts, who wrote two earlier opinions preserving the law, stated similar views, and
the court's three liberal justices are almost certain to vote to uphold the law in its entirety. That
presumably would form a majority by joining a decision to cut away only the mandate, which now has
no financial penalty attached to it. Congress zeroed out the penalty in 2017, but left the rest of the law
untouched.
"I think it's hard for you to argue that Congress intended the entire act to fall if the mandate were struck
down when the same Congress that lowered the penalty to zero did not even try to repeal the rest of
the act. I think, frankly, that they wanted the court to do that, but that's not our job," Roberts said.
In the court's third major case over the 10-year-old law, popularly known as "Obamacare," Republican
attorneys general in 18 states and the administration want the entire law to be struck down. That would
threaten coverage for more than 23 million people, as well as millions of others with preexisting
conditions that now would include COVID-19.
California, leading a group of Democratic-controlled states, and the Democratic-controlled U.S. House of
Representatives are urging the court to leave the law in place.
The Supreme Court could have heard the case before the election, but set arguments for a week after.
The timing could add a wrinkle to the case since President-elect Joe Biden strongly supports the health
care law.
Speaking after the arguments, Biden called the Republican-backed challenge to the law "cruel and
needlessly divisive" and vowed to enact reforms to expand coverage when he's in office next January,
regardless of the outcome of the Supreme Court case.
Tuesday's arguments, conducted by telephone and lasting two hours, reached back to the earlier cases
and also included reminders of the coronavirus pandemic. The justices asked about other mandates,
only hypothetical, that might have no penalties attached: To fly a flag, to mow the lawn or even, in a nod
to current times, to wear a mask.
"I assume that in most places there is no penalty for wearing a face mask or a mask during COVID, but
there is some degree of opprobrium if one does not wear it in certain settings," Justice Clarence Thomas
said.
The court also spent a fair amount of time debating whether the GOP-led states and several individuals
who initially filed lawsuits had the right to go into court.
The suits are against the federal government and U.S. agencies, "but doesn't it really seem that Congress
is the one who's injured the individual plaintiffs here and you can't sue Congress and say: 'Hey, you've







put us under this mandate that's forcing us to buy insurance and that's harming us,' right?" Justice Amy
Coney Barrett said to Texas Solicitor General Kyle Hawkins.
A ruling that those parties do not have that right, known as legal standing, would result in the dismissal
of the case and leave the entire law in place, including the mandate.
Questions from Barrett, who joined the court late last month following her hurried nomination and
confirmation to replace the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, did not point to a clear outcome. Trump's
other high-court appointee is Justice Neil Gorsuch.
The three Trump appointees have never ruled on the substance of the health care law. Barrett, though,
has been critical of the court's earlier major health care decisions sustaining the law, both written by
Roberts.
The current case stems from a change made by the Republican-controlled Congress in 2017 that
reduced the penalty for not obtaining health insurance to zero. Without the penalty, the law's mandate
to have health insurance is unconstitutional, the GOP-led states argue.
If the mandate goes, they say, the rest of the law should go with it because the mandate was central to
the law's passage.
However, enrollment in the law's insurance markets has stayed relatively stable at more than 11 million
people, even after the effective date of the penalty's elimination in 2019. According to the nonpartisan
Kaiser Family Foundation, enrollment dropped by about 300,000 people from 2018 to 2019. Kaiser
estimates 11.4 million people have coverage this year.
An additional 12 million people have coverage through the law's Medicaid expansion.
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TV and Radio
KETV: 'It's just frustrating': More business owners report issues with state's CARES Act application
NCN: Sidney Regional Medical Center receives initial shipment of COVID-19 vaccine
NET: Frakes Says New Prison Needed; Some Are Skeptical
KSNB: Staff working hard to provide joy to residents of Veteran’s home
 
Governor
NTV: Governor answers concerns regarding St. Francis ministries financial stability
OWH: Former CEO of child welfare contractor defends spending $80K on Cubs tickets
OWH: Starting Jan. 1, Nebraska drivers to get a break from record-high gas taxes
AP: Nebraska education leaders approve of Biden's pick
Neb Farmer: New pulse crop checkoff begins in July
NTV: Fischer helps pitch Offutt Air Force Base as SPACECOM's headquarters
Norfolk DN: Nursing home workers, residents should start getting vaccinated next week
LJS: As COVID-19 cases fall in Lancaster County, testing also on the decline
 
Coronavirus
GII: CHI Health frontline health care workers give testimony about receiving COVID-19 vaccine
AP: Officials urge Nebraskans to remain vigilant in virus fight
OWH: Douglas County Jail sees jump in COVID cases
LJS: Lancaster County reports 4 more COVID-19 deaths
 
Agency
LJS: HHS backed down on allegations against former employee, attorney says
KETV: Family members voice concern with COVID-19 outbreak at Tecumseh Correctional Institution
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University
LJS: Initial funding in place for long-sought USDA research center at UNL
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: UNL economic index climbs again in November
OWH: Nebraska's population growth slowest since 1989
LJS: Census: Nebraska's population growth slows to three-decade low
OWH: Omaha City Council replacement blogs about race, says COVID 'blown out of proportion'
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Out of this difficult year, a spirit of hope can move Nebraska forward
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Vaccine priorities
2.       Learn the lessons
3.       Trump was an obstacle
4.       Do better, UNL
5.       Irresponsible leader
6.       It’s not health care
7.       River accountability
8.       Election reform
9.       Legal accountability


LJS Editorial, 12/23: Corrections issues just keep getting more complex
LJS Letters


1.       History won't look kindly on suit
2.       Leadership lacking from state


 
National/Federal
LJS: Fischer says her AIR Act proposal protects Nebraska airports
OWH: $900 billion coronavirus relief bill passes with big support from Nebraska, Iowa members
AP: EXPLAINER: Are new coronavirus strains cause for concern?
AP: No immediate ruling after hearing on fate of DACA program
 


NTV: Governor answers concerns regarding St. Francis ministries financial stability
 
Concerns have grown over the financial stability of St. Francis ministries - a Kansas foster care contractor.
In 2019, the agency was awarded a $197 million, five-year contract by the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) to oversee the care of abused and neglected children in the Omaha
area.
Governor Pete Ricketts was asked if the state should be sending money to St. Francis when their financial
stability is under question.
Ricketts said they have spoken with the CEO, William Clarke of St. Francis ministries.
He said they have talked to St. Francis a number of times regarding their financials and have received
information from them.
Ricketts said they will continue to monitor St. Francis to make sure that they can provide the services
they promised to provide for the state.
He said, “We will continue to make sure we are working with them. So, that if we are providing
additional resources to them to take care of our children and families here in the state, that we are doing
it in a way that makes sure that they are sustainable moving forward.







He also said they have discussed with St. Francis of how to meet staffing needs. Currently, St. Francis is
not meeting the workers per number of cases ratio.
The governor said they are having talks with DHHS about what they should to if the agency goes out of
business and can't provide those services.
 


OWH: Former CEO of child welfare contractor defends spending $80K on Cubs tickets
 
LINCOLN — Buying thousands of dollars’ worth of Chicago Cubs tickets was a “unique fundraising
opportunity” for the Kansas-based nonprofit that oversees child welfare cases in the Omaha area,
according to its former president and CEO.
The Rev. Bobby Smith, who led St. Francis Ministries until late October, took issue with reports about the
purchase in a statement to the World-Herald Tuesday.
“While I am disheartened by inaccurate and uninformed reporting, I remain confident that my team and
I were sincere in our efforts to transform St. Francis into a nationally and internationally respected
organization resembling its earliest missional context; one focused on the needs of vulnerable children
and families regardless of geography,” he said.
Smith sent the statement in response to reports of financial mismanagement on his watch at St. Francis.
The embattled agency holds a $197 million, five-year contract to oversee the care of abused and
neglected children in Douglas and Sarpy Counties.
The reports Smith cited include one submitted to Kansas child welfare officials by a whistleblower, who
said the agency had to borrow to pay foster parents while spending money on such things as $80,000
worth of Cubs tickets. The ticket purchase occurred at the same time that St. Francis was taking on the
Nebraska contract last year.
In his statement, Smith said a benefactor offered St. Francis a “revenue opportunity.” If St. Francis
advanced $65,000 for postseason tickets, he said, the agency could sell the tickets on the secondary
ticket market for more than face value. Smith said the benefactor returned the $65,000 when the Cubs
did not make the playoffs.
The other $15,000 worth of tickets, he said, were offered to community leaders to develop “strategic
relations” after St. Francis opened a Chicago office in 2018. Although Gov. Pete Ricketts’ family owns the
Chicago Cubs, the governor’s spokesman has said he did not know about the ticket purchase before it
emerged in media reports.
Smith also disputed that he was ever a “personal, business partner” with Bill Whymark, the president of
WMK Research.
The whistleblower report said a now-removed webpage identified Whymark and Smith as co-owners of
an IT company. The report said that Whymark had been hired to write a new suite of software for the
agency but that no software had been delivered in a year. The agency also suffered a major systems
crash after outsourcing its IT department to him.
An internal investigation launched by the St. Francis board in October reported a “potential conflict of
interest” between the two men. It also said that Whymark billed for an “improbable amount of time”
and that Smith spent a few minutes or less to review thousands of dollars of invoices from him.
The internal investigation also said Smith charged more than $469,000 on a pair of agency credit cards,
including on pricey hotels, meals at five-star restaurants, iTunes purchases, airline upgrades, charitable
gifts and more than $3,000 at a Chicago men’s clothing store touted as “specializing in luxury European
designer apparel.”
In his statement, Smith said that “to transform an organization requires tireless effort and commitment. I
accepted the demand of being on the road for days and weeks every month — travel that incurred
thousands of dollars spent on airlines, hotels, meals and donor development activities.”







An interim president was named when the investigation began. It ended last month with the official
departure of the agency’s top two officials — Smith and Tom Blythe, who had been chief operating
officer.
The agency is losing money on its Nebraska contract, on which it dramatically underbid the previous
provider. An internal investigation said Smith was warned that the contract would lose money, now
estimated at $27 million for the current fiscal year and $7.4 million the previous budget year. Ricketts
said Monday that the state is in negotiations with St. Francis over financial and other issues, as some
state lawmakers call for a special legislative investigation.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Starting Jan. 1, Nebraska drivers to get a break from record-high gas taxes
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska drivers will start the new year with a tax break.
Starting Jan. 1, the state motor fuels tax will drop to 28.7 cents per gallon, according to the Nebraska
Department of Revenue. That’s down 4.5 cents per gallon from the record high level of the last six
months.
The drop reflects a return to more normal driving patterns and, as a result, a more normal gas tax level.
State officials increased the tax by 3.9 cents per gallon on July 1 to offset a pandemic-driven loss of
revenues in the state’s road-building fund.
The State Highway Trust Fund gets money from three sources: gas taxes paid at the pump, sales taxes
paid on motor vehicles and a portion of each motor vehicle registration.
Gas tax revenues dropped after Gov. Pete Ricketts imposed travel restrictions and pushed for people to
stay home to curb the spread of the coronavirus. Sales taxes and motor vehicle registration revenues
dropped because county offices were closed and drivers were given more time to register their vehicles.
That triggered a state law that raises or lowers part of the gas tax, called the variable tax, to keep
revenues in balance with the roads budget. Adjustments are made every six months.
Lower-than-expected revenues early in the year pushed up the variable tax, while the drop for next year
reflects a return to more normal revenues.
Nebraska’s total gas tax also includes a fixed tax, set by state lawmakers at 16.3 cents per gallon, and a
wholesale tax, determined by the price of fuel. The wholesale tax dropped to 8.5 cents per gallon, down
from 9.5 cents currently.
By Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Nebraska education leaders approve of Biden's pick
 
President-elect Joe Biden has chosen Miguel Cardona, Connecticut’s education chief and a lifelong
champion of public schools, to serve as education secretary.
The selection delivers on Biden’s promise to nominate someone with experience working in public
education and would fulfill his goal of installing an education chief who stands in sharp contrast to Betsy
DeVos, the current secretary. Democrats see her as an opponent of public schools, whereas Cardona is a
product of them.
Biden’s decision drew praise from public school advocates and the nation’s major teachers unions. Randi
Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teachers, called Cardona a “trusted partner” who
will reverse four years of “disaster” under DeVos.
The selection met with approval from two Nebraska education leaders Tuesday.
“Having an educator as a secretary of education is definitely a boost to the moral of our hardworking
educators after four long years of Secretary DeVos actively working to destroy public education,” said



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fsaint-francis-ministries-is-losing-millions-on-its-omaha-area-child-welfare-contract%2Farticle_11a5ea9a-43a2-11eb-b108-43e74465769a.html%23tracking-source%3Dhome-top-story-1&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C88ae56c75fe14f52a31308d8a74edb0e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637443304415922165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SF0eFPLbWgx%2FxEX8PzefHkofI4d%2BrIrKXExcgYi1pXs%3D&reserved=0





Maddie Fennell, executive director of the Nebraska State Education Association.
Fennell said she looks forward to working with him. She noted his two decades of experience as a public
school educator, beginning as an elementary school teacher.
“In addition, his perspective as an educator of color is important as we seek to recruit and retain more
teachers, especially teachers of color, into our profession,” she said.
Nebraska Commissioner of Education Matt Blomstedt said Cardona has advocated for getting children
back into in-person learning during the pandemic.
“He’s been a big proponent of that,” Blomstedt said.
His position aligns with that of Blomstedt and Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, who have advocated for a
return to in-person learning, as long as it could be done safely.
Blomstedt said Cardona will bring a strong education background to the role.
Cardona understands the state leadership role in education policy and the current needs for state and
local education during the pandemic, Blomstedt said.
“His elementary background will be a strength as we seek to address the academic recovery needs for
early learning as we seek to address literacy and numeracy,” he said. “I know that Miguel will be a strong
partner for Nebraska and all states.”
 


Neb Farmer: New pulse crop checkoff begins in July
 
Rol Rushman and his son, Tyler, of Dalton, Neb., have been raising certified field pea seed since 2011.
About three years ago, Rushman and several other field pea producers participated in meetings that
gauged the interest in developing a state checkoff and commission dedicated to research and
development in the growing markets for pulse crops.
A dream of pulse crop growers in the state came to fruition in July when Nebraska’s Unicameral voted
44-0 in favor of LB 803, Venango state Sen. Dan Hughes' “Dry Pea and Lentil Resources Act,” establishing
a five-member Nebraska Dry Pea and Lentil Commission.
The commission will consist of one member from each of Nebraska’s three production districts, as well
as two at-large members, all with at least five years of experience in growing these crops. The law also
authorizes the collection of a 1% excise tax on the net market value of dry peas and lentils sold through
commercial market channels within the state, beginning on July 1, 2021.
Faculty and the administration at the University of Nebraska have worked with growers on the passage
of this legislation. Now that it has passed, UNL also is interested in partnering with growers to see how
they can help grow the industry.
“At one time, the price on peas was around $8.50 per bushel,” Rushman says. “There definitely was a
swing in interest, with demand coming from India and China.”
A few more acres were planted to field peas because of the high prices, but lately, demand has been
lower, and market prices have dipped. “There are still good markets that have been active, buying peas
in the offseason,” Rushman says.
Revenue coverage
The establishment of the commission, with members appointed by Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, will
allow Nebraska to become a member of the National Pulse Crops Coalition, administered by the USA Dry
Pea and Lentil Council/American Pulse Association.
Neighboring South Dakota, North Dakota and Montana all are members. The coalition helps provide
equity in the industry, revenue-based crop insurance coverage and a seat on the national board. The
Nebraska checkoff was a necessary component to the membership.
“This enables Nebraska growers to obtain revenue protection coverage through crop insurance,”
Rushman says. “In the years with low prices or low yields, or both, this is a big deal.”







The new commission may create general state policies and programs related to the discovery, promotion
and development of markets and industries for the use of dry peas, lentils, chickpeas or garbanzo beans,
faba beans or lupins grown in the state. It also may adopt an education and publicity program, make
grants and enter research contracts.
According to the law, the 1% checkoff will be levied and imposed on the grower at the time of sale or
delivery. The first purchaser will collect the tax and remit it to the commission. The commission can
adjust the levy after July 1, 2023, but it cannot be less than 1% or more than 2%.
“You have to treat peas differently than other crops,” Rushman says. “There is a learning curve to
growing them, but once you get set up, it works well.”
He notes that like any legume, peas add nitrogen back to the soil and have other agronomic benefits,
such as building organic matter.
“The real benefit,” Rushman says, “is that they are a cool-season legume, while all the others are warm-
season.”
Nebraska Extension and funding from a North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
program helped producers learn more about pulse crop production. In 2018, the combined acreage of
field peas, lentils and chickpeas in the state increased to about 80,000 acres.
In addition to Rushman, Steve Tucker of Venango also worked for passage of the law.
By Curt Arens
 


NTV: Fischer helps pitch Offutt Air Force Base as SPACECOM's headquarters
 
A final pitch was made for Offutt Air Force Base to serve as the location for U.S. SPACECOM’s
headquarters, according to U.S. Senator Deb Fischer.
“I was proud to join Team Nebraska in making the case to Air Force leadership that Offutt should serve
as the new home for Space Command. The patriotic men and women of Offutt as well as its strong
support from the surrounding community make it an excellent candidate for such a critical mission,” said
Fischer.
This pitch follows Offutt Air Force Base being named as one of six finalists for the headquarters.
Along with Fischer, Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts, University of Nebraska President Ted Carter, 55th
Wing Commander Col. Gavin P. Marks, Bellevue Mayor Rusty Hike, and Omaha Public Power District
President & CEO Timothy J. Burke were part of the pitch.
 


Norfolk DN: Nursing home workers, residents should start getting vaccinated next week
 
Some 8,700 Nebraskans who mostly work in health care had been vaccinated for COVID-19 as of
Monday morning, with plans to have the vaccines start being made available to pharmacies in the state
next week for use in nursing homes.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said the state is “banking” 11,700 Pfizer vaccine doses scheduled for this week, as well
as other doses that will be delivered to places like CVS and Walgreens for use at long-term care facilities.
“Just to be clear, we will not actually physically be taking delivery of those Pfizer vaccines this week. We
will be banking them. The federal government will hold onto them, then they will distribute them
directly to CVS and Walgreens and community pharmacies to be able to start that long-term care vaccine
program the week of Dec. 28,” Ricketts said Monday morning.
Ricketts made his comments during his last scheduled press conference of the year on the updates the
state is doing to slow the spread of the coronavirus. The next similar scheduled press conference will be
Monday, Jan. 4.
Ricketts said from what he has seen, more people are becoming willing to take the vaccine.







“As we see more of this information come out, I think people will get more comfortable,” he said. “But it
does require us to do this type of education.”
Dr. Kevin J. Reichmuth, a pulmonologist in Lincoln, said polls indicate that there is an increase in people
who are willing to take the vaccinations.
Nationally, there have been more than 600,000 people vaccinated, mostly health care workers, he said.
“The saying in public health is that vaccines don’t save lives, vaccinations do,” Reichmuth said. “So we
have to get people vaccinated, and part of that is going to be educating and reassuring (and reeducating)
as this goes.”
Reichmuth said he appreciates the decreasing numbers of people with the coronavirus and being
hospitalized, which “is no small accident.”
That also translates into hospital beds. The governor said 36% of Nebraska hospital beds are available, in
addition to 41% of intensive care units and 74% of ventilators, which are all improvements in recent
weeks.
Reichmuth said the improvements came about because people — beginning in early November —
started doing the right things from social distancing to masking and all the other tools that have been
given.
There have been media reports that show a lot of emotion when health care workers get vaccinated,
Reichmuth said.
“The reason you’re seeing that is because — as we all know — how long a trudge and how difficult this
has been,” he said.
The vaccinations could finally put an end to it and put the country back into what might be considered
“normalcy,” Reichmuth said.
“This is hope and light at the end of the tunnel, but we still have a long tunnel to go through,” he said.
“We have some very tenuous times coming up in the next several months.”
Reichmuth said he took the vaccine a week ago, being on the front line. He and many other health care
workers did this to be part of the “ultimate solution” to protect the community.
There are many myths and misinformation that have been given out, especially on social media.
Reichmuth said the vaccines do not alter DNA, do not cause infertility and do not have a microchip or
“5G antenna” in them.
“It is an amazing feat of medicine of science — like the governor said — that we have this within a year,”
Reichmuth said.
Heath Boddy, president and CEO of the Nebraska Health Care Association, said there have been many
celebrations that had been delayed or held without seniors who live in long-term facilities.
The vaccine represents a way out, Boddy said, and he appreciates the patience everyone has shown so
far.
From avoiding large gatherings to wearing masks, it all helps to keep the virus out of the long-term care
facilities.
“There will be better days ahead,” Boddy said. “We will be able to connect with our families again.”
By Jerry Guenther
 


LJS: As COVID-19 cases fall in Lancaster County, testing also on the decline
 
COVID-19 cases have plunged in Lancaster County over the past two weeks, dropping more than 50%
from an all-time high of 2,112 the week ending Dec. 5 to 1,038 last week.
While it's clear from other data, such as hospitalizations and emergency room visits, that the virus seems
to be retreating, one factor that likely is playing a role in the decline in cases is a huge decline in testing.
Last week, just less than 3,800 people got tested for COVID-19 in Lancaster County. That was down







almost 30% from the previous week and is the lowest weekly total since the first week of November.
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Director Pat Lopez said Friday during the mayor's weekly coronavirus
briefing that the drop is "concerning."
"It's something that we're continuing to monitor closely," Lopez said, noting that the testing decline is
not just a local phenomenon.
According to the state's COVID-19 dashboard, testing numbers have declined over the past few weeks
across Nebraska, although not as sharply as in Lancaster County.
Dr. Cliff Robertson, CEO of CHI Health, said the daily average of tests processed in its labs has dropped to
levels similar to what it saw in July and August when cases statewide were much lower than they are
now.
The good news is the positivity rate also has declined. At its peak in early November, Robertson said CHI
Health labs were seeing a positivity rate above 35%. On Monday, that percentage was in the mid-teens.
"I think that's a good sign," he said.
The positivity rate statewide has dropped from about 17% on Nov. 14 to about 12% over the weekend.
That has not been the case in Lancaster County thus far, however. According to the local dashboard, the
positivity rate has stayed steady at about 27% for the past three weeks, even as the number of tests has
declined nearly 40%.
Bob Ravenscroft, vice president of advancement at Bryan Health, said the drop in the number of people
seeking tests at its urgent care centers and drive-thru location has been so pronounced that Bryan is
reevaluating the long-term future of the drive-thru testing operation that is set up at 19th and O streets.
Ravenscroft said he believes the drop in testing is a reflection of fewer people feeling sick or having
symptoms, but he said he had no explanation for why the positivity rate remains elevated.
"The positivity rate is still very, very high," Ravenscroft said, which is an indication of a "very live and
active virus."
"If you go back to early May, late April, a 28% positivity rate would have sent shivers down all of our
spines," he said.
That's not the case now, however. While the Health Department kept the local COVID-19 risk dial in the
red — its highest risk category — it did last week announce a loosening of local directed health measures
that allowed bars without food service to reopen and also slightly loosened capacity restrictions.
Those decisions were made more on the strength of a decline in local hospitalizations, which stood at a
six-week low of 86 on Friday, but jumped back above 100 this week.
The drop in cases along with the arrival of the first doses of COVID-19 vaccine last week have brought a
sense of optimism among local officials that hasn't existed for months.
Ravenscroft said Bryan Health as of Tuesday had vaccinated more than 2,700 employees and providers
and was scheduled to exhaust its supply of the Pfizer vaccine by the end of the day Wednesday.
At CHI Health, Robertson said about 5,300 people had been vaccinated so far, and the health system
would be out of vaccine by the end of the day Tuesday.
Those vaccinations all occurred at the health system's larger hospitals in Omaha, Lincoln, Grand Island
and Kearney.
This week, employees at some of CHI Health's smaller hospitals, including ones in Nebraska City and
Schuyler, are being vaccinated. The Schuyler hospital was among ones using the Moderna vaccine, which
was approved for emergency use last week.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department said it received doses of the Moderna vaccine on
Tuesday, after receiving doses of the Pfizer vaccine last week.
City officials said they've vaccinated more than 300 emergency medical technicians in Lincoln and
Lancaster County and expect to finish with that group prior to the holidays.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Nebraska was scheduled to get more than 32,000 doses of the Moderna vaccine







this week, and much of it was scheduled to go to health care facilities in rural areas, because it does not
require the ultra-cold storage that the Pfizer vaccine does.
Other smaller hospital systems also started vaccinating employees with the Moderna vaccine this week,
including Beatrice Community Hospital and Saunders County Medical Center.
By Matt Olberding
 


GII: CHI Health frontline health care workers give testimony about receiving COVID-19
vaccine
 
ACHI Health St. Francis nurse and Good Samaritan doctor, who were among the first CHI Health staff
vaccinated for the coronavirus, shared their experiences Tuesday on a Zoom call with the media.
The two staff members were Aria Diehl, a registered nurse in the neonatal intensive care unit at St.
Francis, and Dr. Jason Shuda, a hospitalist at Good Samaritan in Kearney. They were joined on the call by
Dr. Cliff Robertson, CHI Health CEO.
Robertson said the 14 CHI hospitals in Nebraska and Iowa started the week with 192 patients who tested
positive for the virus. That was down from 229 patients the prior week.
He said CHI Health had completed the first round of vaccinations by Tuesday. They have vaccinated
about 5,300 of their 11,500 employees.
The first round of vaccinations was with the Pfizer vaccine. CHI Health has just received the Moderna
vaccine.
As of Monday morning, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, 8,985
Nebraskans had received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine.
Robertson said all the CHI Health hospitals have been vaccinating their staffs, including St. Francis and
Good Samaritan.
He said the next Pfizer shipment will be arriving Dec. 28.
“So far, the reactions to the vaccinations have been pretty minor,” Robertson said.
Joining Diehl and Shuda on the call were two other CHI staff members who were among the first to
receive the vaccination.
Diehl said she was felling good after receiving the vaccine. She has had minor aches and some soreness
in her arm.
“I am about a week out and I feel great and am still working,” she said.
Diehl received the vaccine Dec. 15, but didn’t go back to work until Dec. 18.
Shuda, who also received his vaccination on Dec. 15, said he is feeling “fantastic.”
“The only thing that has changed, now several days out from the vaccine, is my level of optimism for the
nearing end of the pandemic,” he said.
Shuda said he experienced some minor soreness in his shoulder and mild body aches that lasted about
12 hours.
“I had just come off a week of night shifts and I had a headache, which I had a hard time determining
whether it was from sleep deprivation or from the shot,” he said. “But it was gone by the next day as
well. All in all, I felt great.”
When asked why he got the shot, Shuda said, “I think it is important to think of others and to think of my
family and extended family, with some of them with preexisting conditions for chronic illnesses that
would put them at risk.”
He said, as a health care provider, “It is hard to go to work every day and to go home without confining
myself or quarantining myself continuously to be able to see some of them.”
Shuda said people keep bringing up how fast the vaccines were developed to fight the virus.
“But I think it is important to anyone who is on the fence to reiterate that the science was not rushed,”







he said. “We have a dire circumstance right now, globally, and we have the science.”
Shuda said the mRNA science has been around for 20-plus years. mRNA vaccines work by providing the
genetic code for cells to produce viral proteins. Once the proteins, which don’t cause disease, are
produced, the body launches an immune response against the virus, enabling the person to develop
immunity.
“So, we just leveraged that science and with the financial assistance from the government to be able to
put this out in a much quicker fashion than is typical and I am very thankful for that,” he said.
When asked what is his hope for 2021, Shuda said that with the approval of the vaccines it will lead to a
widespread acceptance and we can roll it out in rapid fashion and as quickly as able to lessen the strain
on the health care system and hopefully return to a more normal way of living again.”
“By next summer or fall, I would love to be able to do more of the things that bring me great joy aside
from work,” Shuda said. “This is a step toward that.”
Shuda and his colleagues have been battling the virus now for nine months.
Diehl said receiving the vaccine was a relief for her after many months of caring for those with the virus.
“It was something that I felt I could help my patients and my coworkers,” she said. “It was just a relief
and a step in the right direction. So, it was exciting.”
By Robert Pore
 


AP: Officials urge Nebraskans to remain vigilant in virus fight
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Health officials say it’s important to remain vigilant about social distancing to limit
the spread of the coronavirus even though vaccines have started to be administered and the state’s virus
numbers have improved recently.
Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour said the arrival of vaccines this month offers hope, but it will be
some time before enough people have been vaccinated to make a difference in the pandemic.
“Until 60% to 70% of the community is vaccinated, you still need to wear the mask, you still need to have
social distancing, you still need to take all of those precautions,” Pour said.
Over the past several weeks, the virus numbers have been improving in Nebraska. The rate of people
being infected with the virus went from the fifth-highest in the nation early this month to the 29th-
highest rate on Monday.
The state said the number of people hospitalized with the virus remained unchanged Monday at 582.
That is significantly lower than the peak of 987 set on Nov. 20 although it is still more than 2.5 times
higher than it was on Oct. 1.
Nebraska reported 721 new cases of the virus and 25 deaths Monday to give the state 157,103 cases
and 1,511 deaths since the pandemic began.
 


OWH: Douglas County Jail sees jump in COVID cases
 
The Douglas County Correctional Center is seeing a jump in COVID-19 cases, according to a statement
issued Tuesday evening.
In the last week, 12 staff members have tested positive, according to the statement. The county employs
about 500 people at the jail and so far, 164 have tested positive.
Since the start of the month, 10 inmates have tested positive. The jail had 1,249 people behind bars as of
Tuesday. Over the course of the pandemic, 100 inmates have tested positive.
Mike Myers, director of Douglas County Department of Corrections, said the recent cases are concerning
but this outbreak is well below the one in August.
Four of the 29 housing units are on quarantine. In August, nine were on quarantine.







Fourteen total staffers are unable to work due to COVID-19 compared to 50 in August.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


LJS: Lancaster County reports 4 more COVID-19 deaths
 
Four more Lancaster County residents have died of the coronavirus and 189 more residents have
contracted COVID-19, the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported Tuesday.
Health Department officials in a news release identified the deceased as a man in his 60s and two
women in their 70s and 80s, all residents of long-term care facilities, and a man in his 90s who was
hospitalized.
The deaths raised the local pandemic death toll to 141, and to date, 21,295 people have contracted the
virus in Lancaster County. 
Health Department officials have documented 6,307 recoveries from the virus.
On Tuesday, Lincoln hospitals cared for 90 patients, including 53 Lancaster County residents and eight
people who were on ventilators. 
The state reported 10 more deaths, raising the total to 1,521. The total of positive cases is 158,324, and
566 people are hospitalized.
By Riley Johnson
 


LJS: HHS backed down on allegations against former employee, attorney says
 
A former employee with the Department of Health and Human Services whose firing became part of a
lawsuit filed last week says the allegations against him were untrue.
Proposed discipline against former Water Well Standards Program Manager Tom Christopherson
regarding a state contract with Clean Well Technologies and alleged misuse of state funds was actually
withdrawn and back pay issued to the 24-year employee, according to his attorney, Ryan Kunhart.
The allegations appear in a lawsuit filed by former Human Resources Director Theresa Hill, who claimed
she suffered discrimination and harassment by the department based on sex, age and race, and that she
was retaliated against for reporting that conduct.
Hill left the department in 2019, but most of the allegations in her lawsuit occurred in 2017 and 2018. 
In the complaint, she accused HHS Chief Operations Officer Bo Botelho of being aware of alleged
misconduct of Christopherson in procuring a $2 million contract with Clean Well Technologies and
misusing state funds.
After the lawsuit was made public, Christopherson's attorney contacted the Journal Star to say the
allegations against his client were not true.
Hill and Botelho were involved in 2017 and 2018 in overseeing the firing of a number of long-term
department workers, and a number of others who resigned or retired at that time to get away from
what they said was dysfunction in the agency under former CEO Courtney Phillips.
It appears Christopherson was one of those.
In April 2018, Christopherson received a notice of discipline from the state personnel system suggesting
his employment should be terminated.
The four allegations were:
* He misrepresented his authority when speaking to a village board in 2016. That allegation was
withdrawn early. 
* He misused state funds in the amount of $123,000 for the benefit of private companies. 
* He misused funds of about $800,000 in the Water Well Standards and Contractor Licensing for
unallowable expenses. 







* He failed to properly lead HHS' water well standards program.
Kunhart said his client fought the allegations and won, offering substantial evidence rebutting the
allegations through two grievance procedures that were denied, and then a hearing before the state
personnel board.
In the lawsuit, Hill said Christopherson's brother was a shareholder in Clean Well Technologies and had
made claims that effectively barred other companies from winning the contract.
Kunhart said no company was barred from bidding, and it was thought six to seven companies would bid.
Christopherson had recused himself from the bidding process, he said, because of his brother's
involvement.
Christopherson had received a national award in 2017 for his work on the state water well standards
program, his lawyer said, and four months later he was fired. 
"Tom is a very principled person and he had a very successful career there," Kunhart said.
The department never offered evidence that Christopherson had misused $800,000, his attorney said. In
fact, he had spending authority only up to $5,000, he said, and supervisors had signed off on all invoices.
The personnel hearing didn't get far, Kunhart said, as the attorney for the state right away agreed to
withdraw the notice of discipline from Christopherson's personnel file and issue back pay through the
day of the hearing. He had no evidence to offer at that time on the case, he said.
"So they bluffed," Kunhart said. "Tom was willing to fight and stand up for his character and he was
exonerated. And to this day, we have still not seen any evidence that he misused state funds."
Besides back pay, Christopherson asked for salary he would have received from the date of the hearing
to his retirement. It was denied, but he appealed the denial to the Nebraska Supreme Court.
Christopherson did not request reinstatement of his job. He now owns a consulting company, his
attorney said.
By JoAnne Young
 


KETV: Family members voice concern with COVID-19 outbreak at Tecumseh Correctional
Institution
 


TECUMSEH, Neb. —
Michael Garza says his son Chris tested positive for COVID-19 and is struggling to breathe. Garza’s son
Chris is an inmate at the Tecumseh State Correctional Institution.
“I'm very concerned about it, him and my brother both have it,” said Garza. “It worries me a lot. I haven’t
heard anything from my son, I haven’t heard anything from my brother.”
Nebraska officials confirm 71 inmates at Tecumseh have the virus right now.
“Somebody needs to get in there and see just how bad they are, and if they need to be in a real
hospital,” said Garza.
A Nebraska corrections official sent KETV Newswatch 7 the following statement:
“With 71 positive cases out of 1036 inmates, the ratio of positive inmates to non-infected inmates is less
than we have experienced at other facilities over the last six months. Inmates in TSCI (just like those in
other facilities that have experienced an uptick in COVID cases) are housed together based on their status
-- positive, symptomatic, and negative COVID results. We have dedicated medical staff at that facility as
well as the NDCS medical director, who works with the warden and his senior leadership staff to ensure
that inmates who are positive are identified quickly and placed into medical isolation, thereby reducing
transmission of the virus. Each person is evaluated individually. Inmates who are positive are checked by
medical staff twice a day. Those on quarantine status have their vitals taken once a day. If someone
becomes symptomatic or it is suspected they might have COVID, we will offer testing to that inmate and
others in the same housing area to determine if others are also positive. Staff who are in contact with







quarantined or medically isolated inmates are required to wear proper PPE to further reduce transmission
of the virus. The strategies employed by NDCS to test, quarantine and isolate inmates has served us well
with each outbreak. NDCS is taking all of the proper steps to limit spread of the virus and ensure that
everyone, regardless of their COVID status, receives proper health care.”
“It’s really important to try to get control of the spread and make sure it doesn’t spread out beyond
those 71 people,” said Inspector General of Corrections Doug Koebernick. “Identify who’s positive and
who’s negative and then go from there to minimize it as much as possible.”
Koebernick said the numbers aren’t surprising based on community spread cases.
“It’s just like the community,” said Koebernick. “We’ve seen this surge in the community, so we’re seeing
more of a surge in the prison system as well.”
By DaLaun Dillard
 


LJS: Initial funding in place for long-sought USDA research center at UNL
 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln moved into position Tuesday to acquire a long-sought U.S.
Department of Agriculture research center.
Tucked into the 2021 omnibus federal appropriations package that won congressional approval Monday
night was $11.2 million in funding for the planning and design of a new USDA agricultural research
service facility.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of Lincoln said Nebraska Innovation Campus will be the site of the new center.
"As the ranking member on ag appropriations, and through tough negotiations, I am very pleased that a
new USDA building for the Agricultural Research Service is slated for the Nebraska Innovation Campus at
UNL," the 1st District congressman said.
"With this new funding, USDA will expand its strategic research investments in areas such as agricultural
innovation and precision agriculture," he said. 
"This effort aligns with the needs of our country and the university's agricultural research mission."
UNL hailed the congressional action and credited Fortenberry with its success.
"This project wouldn't have happened without his hard work and diligence in obtaining funding," UNL
Chancellor Ronnie Green said. 
"It's an incredible opportunity for partnership between UNL and USDA, fueling the future of agriculture
and food production," he said.
The planning and design appropriation represented a vital first step in securing a long-sought USDA
research center that originally had been eyed as a catalyst for rapid development of UNL's new
Innovation Campus.
The decade-long effort was originally spearheaded by former Democratic Sen. Ben Nelson, who
championed location of a $60 million USDA center at UNL's new research campus in 2010. 
His effort collapsed when congressional Republicans led a successful effort to eliminate the use of
legislative earmarks to fund specific projects.
When U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue visited Innovation Campus last September, Green
worked in a plug for a USDA research center, noting that UNL is "a world leader in agriculture" and could
provide "a key partnership" on ag research issues.
Fortenberry is the ranking Republican member of the House Appropriations Committee's subcommittee
on agriculture, rural development and the Food and Drug Administration.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: UNL economic index climbs again in November
 







Nebraska’s leading economic indicator rose again during November, according to the most recent report
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
The leading indicator climbed by 0.61%, marking the fifth increase in the last six months.
Economist Eric Thompson, director of the Bureau of Business Research at UNL, said the increase in the
index suggests the state's economy will grow through the middle of next year.
Five of the six components of the leading indicator improved during November.
Business expectations were solid, with respondents to the November Survey of Nebraska Business
reporting plans to increase in employment over the next six months. There also was modest growth in
manufacturing hours worked and building permits for single-family homes as well as a decline in initial
claims for unemployment insurance and a decline in the value of the dollar, which makes U.S. exports
cheaper.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Nebraska's population growth slowest since 1989
 
Nebraska’s slow but steady population growth pulled back from its normal walking pace in 2020.
A demographic researcher said Nebraska’s low level of growth reflects some of the state’s root
challenges in growing its population, not the coronavirus pandemic.
Population estimates released Tuesday by the U.S. Census Bureau indicated that Nebraska grew by just
under 5,000 people from July 2019 to July 2020 — or just about one-quarter of 1%.
David Drozd, research coordinator at the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s Center for Public Affairs
Research, said the growth was the smallest gain and the lowest rate of increase since 1989 for Nebraska.
Drozd attributed the relatively small growth to a slowing of the state’s birth rate and its increasing
number of deaths as baby boomers age. Plus, he said, Nebraska isn’t gaining as much population from
international immigration and still loses people on net to other states.
Drozd said the pandemic is largely not incorporated into the new census estimates. The model that the
Census Bureau uses to produce the estimates uses data, such as births and tax records, that wouldn’t
have changed in the time period the bureau analyzes, he said.
The new population estimates are the last annual numbers before release of the full 10-year census
count, which the Census Bureau will make public next year.
While Nebraska’s growth has slowed, other states are in a similar position.
Drozd said 20 states had their lowest annual growth of the last decade in the 2020 figures. A total of 16
states lost population in the 2020 numbers.
For the full decade, Nebraska’s growth rate ranks 20th best among the states.
That bodes well for Nebraska when seats in the U.S. House of Representatives are apportioned after the
full 2020 population count. With that growth, Drozd said Nebraska is in no danger of losing one of its
three congressional seats.
In total, Nebraska is estimated to have a population of 1.937 million.
By Jeffrey Robb
 


LJS: Census: Nebraska's population growth slows to three-decade low
 
Nebraska's population growth continued to slow this year, hitting a low not seen since the 1980s.
Census data released Tuesday shows the state had an estimated 1,937,552 people as of July 1, up about
5,000 from 2019.
The 2019 figure was actually revised down by more than 1,800 people, meaning the past year's growth
was even more anemic.







In fact, it was Nebraska's lowest year-to-year growth both in pure numbers and percentage since 1989,
said David Drozd, research coordinator at the Center for Public Affairs Research at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.
This year's number continues a trend of slowing population growth over the past several years. Up until
2017, Nebraska added anywhere from about 10,000-14,000 people each year, but that number dropped
to about 8,500 in 2018, 7,000 last year and 5,000 this year.
Nebraska's population growth continued to slow this year, hitting a low not seen since the 1980s.
Census data released Tuesday shows the state had an estimated 1,937,552 people as of July 1, up about
5,000 from 2019.
The 2019 figure was actually revised down by more than 1,800 people, meaning the past year's growth
was even more anemic.
In fact, it was Nebraska's lowest year-to-year growth both in pure numbers and percentage since 1989,
said David Drozd, research coordinator at the Center for Public Affairs Research at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.
This year's number continues a trend of slowing population growth over the past several years. Up until
2017, Nebraska added anywhere from about 10,000-14,000 people each year, but that number dropped
to about 8,500 in 2018, 7,000 last year and 5,000 this year.
One is a decrease in births as people have fewer children and wait longer to have them, and an increase
in deaths as the Baby Boomer generation ages. Though births still outnumber deaths in Nebraska, that
gap has continued to shrink, and it did so over the past year.
Another factor is migration, which is declining. Drozd said more people tend to move to Nebraska when
the national unemployment rate is higher. Over the past year, the gap between the state and national
unemployment rate was at its lowest level in years, which means fewer people moved here for job-
related reasons.
He noted that surrounding states such as Iowa, Kansas and Missouri saw growth rates that were lower
than Nebraska's.
"Nebraska doesn't stand out" for its lack of growth, he said.
Actually, Nebraska did better than quite a few states. Drozd said 16 states had population declines,
which is "quite a bit more than usual."
Based on the annual estimates, Nebraska remained as the 37th-largest state for the eighth straight year.
It ranks just behind New Mexico and just ahead of Idaho.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Omaha City Council replacement blogs about race, says COVID 'blown out of
proportion'
 
An Omaha woman who was selected Tuesday to serve out the remainder of an outgoing City Council
member’s term suggested on her website that concerns about the coronavirus have been “blown out of
proportion.”
She also penned an essay on race in which she said White people want to know “why African Americans
don’t stop the adoration of gangs, crime and violence when they are the disproportionate victims of it.”
Colleen Brennan, who works for an insurance marketing firm, won the support of five Omaha City
Council members on Tuesday to fill the southwest Omaha District 5 seat currently held by Councilman
Rich Pahls, who moves to the Nebraska Legislature in January.
Brennan, 49, told The World-Herald on Tuesday that much of her writing is meant to start hard
conversations, and some of it is satirical.
She is scheduled to be sworn in Jan. 12 and will serve until June 6. Next spring, all seven council seats
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and the mayor are up for election. Brennan, a registered Democrat, also plans to run for the District 5
seat in the officially nonpartisan election.
In her application to fill Pahls’ seat, Brennan detailed her efforts in creating a proposal that led to a 2015
state law that provides insurance coverage to families with profoundly disabled children. One of her
children, Matthew, was born with nonverbal autism and epilepsy and died in 2015.
She was given the National Parent Advocate of the Year Award by Autism Speaks, according to her
application.
“I want my children and my community to see that government leadership does not have to be angry or
partisan to be effective,” Brennan wrote in the application. “As a mother of seven, I want to be an
example of integrity, public service and putting the needs of others before my own.”
Council members Ben Gray, Chris Jerram, Vinny Palermo and Pete Festersen joined Pahls in voting for
Brennan. Councilwoman Aimee Melton voted for Don Rowe, and Councilman Brinker Harding voted for
Jeff Moore. Seventeen people applied for the appointment, which required a simple majority.
Brennan’s website includes nearly 60 blog posts that cover such topics as race relations, the coronavirus
pandemic, the media and national politics. A post dated Sept. 21 about the virus details her family’s
experience contracting COVID-19.
“I fully appreciate the fact that people are dying, and I’ve studied the numbers and causal relationship in
those deaths,” the post reads. “And I am embarrassed by the incongruity between the media coverage
of this illness and what is really happening.
“ ... having experienced it for myself, I can tell you without reservation that the fear surrounding COVID is
far more nasty than the illness itself,” the post continued.
Asked about those comments, Brennan said she believes a lot of misinformation is circulating about the
virus. She said that she is supportive of a mask mandate at this time and that people need to do
everything they can to protect themselves. She said she doesn’t support shuttering businesses.
“Is it blown out of proportion? It’s not ... ,” she said in an interview Tuesday. “The numbers are what
they are. The numbers have increased.”
On June 1, three days after the start of protests in Omaha that stemmed from the police killing of
George Floyd in Minneapolis, Brennan posted “The Conversation on Race,” in which she sought to
“encapsulate” the conversation from the White and Black sides of the table.
Writing “from the African American side of the table,” Brennan said Black people want Whites to
understand the challenges and feelings of hopelessness that come from living in poverty. “They want
White People to understand that becoming a gang banger, living a life of crime or becoming the mother
of multiple children with multiple fathers is a byproduct of that hopelessness.”
White people, Brennan wrote, want to know “why after 60 years of increasingly generous progressive
social programs and affirmative action, the social and economic health of the African American
community has gotten worse instead of better. They want to know why so many African American men
show such disrespect for women and the children they create.”
Brennan told The World-Herald that the issues she raises reflect what she’s hearing from Black and
White people. She said much of what she writes is intended to start a conversation.
Another post suggested that President-elect Joe Biden “carried the dead vote,” in the 2020 election.
Brennan said Tuesday that she often writes satirically.
No council members spoke about Brennan during Tuesday’s meeting.
Contacted after Tuesday’s vote, Pahls said that he wasn’t aware of the posts and that Brennan now has
five months to show voters “if she can fulfill the position or not.” He said he wanted to see a woman fill
his spot on the council and said he had previous positive experiences with Brennan.
Palermo also said he had not seen her website and said he doesn’t agree 100% with any political figure.
On his vote for her, Palermo said Brennan reached out to him about the appointment more than any
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other candidate.
By Reece Ristau
 


OWH Editorial: Out of this difficult year, a spirit of hope can move Nebraska forward
 
One of Nebraska’s most frightening weather disasters struck on Oct. 3, 2013. A set of tornadoes
rampaged across the state’s northeast region, obliterating homes and businesses. One twister’s fury
intensified to EF-4 status, unleashing winds that lashed out at 170 mph.
No one was killed, but people suffered injuries, and property damage was extensive. The town of Wayne
suffered an especially devastating blow from the EF-4. At the Wayne Municipal Airport, a new terminal
building and hangar were only days away from opening, but the tornado showed no mercy. It blasted the
entire complex. Winds destroyed or heavily damaged six hangars, an office building and 15 private
planes. The airport’s rotating beacon was left a shambles. So was an important weather observation
station.
As the tornado departed and people stepped out to survey the scene, they found that, essentially, all
that remained of the airport were the concrete runways.
But as dismaying as the destruction was, it wasn’t the end of the story.
Before long, the airport achieved a remarkable turnaround.
Through sound planning and coordination, the first runway reopened two months later. Because the
insurance policy provided needed coverage, money became available to cover much of the cost of a $2.7
million rebuilding project to restore service.
By August 2014, the airport was back to full operation — and was rightly saluted as Nebraska Airport of
the Year. And it’s still going strong.
That recent history provides a a lesson for Nebraskans this terrible COVID year. Life can bring great pain
and frustration, and the year 2020 most certainly has. Not every situation has a happy ending, it’s true.
But Nebraska’s past so often provides hope.
The hope that springs from perseverance and community solidarity in the face of great challenge.
That’s how Nebraskans moved forward during hard pioneer times. It’s how Nebraska got through the
Great Depression. It was the way forward from the farm crisis of the 1980s.
It’s a story seen time and again when Nebraska communities suffer the lashing from a tornado or an
assault from a flood: People join together and lift each other up. Because we’re in this together.
And so the past can inform the future: Years ago a terrible tornado hit the people of Wayne. It was
devastating. It was frightening. But people moved forward. In the end they showed that in Nebraska,
hope can survive even in the face of the worst catastrophe.
This holiday season, let’s hold onto a spirit of hope as we move out of this catastrophic year. Let’s take
that spirit into 2021, to lift us all up and achieve better times ahead.
 


OWH: Vaccine priorities
 
The time has come to bring some common sense and sanity to the priority of vaccine distribution. Health
care workers and first responders should be at the top of the list. People over 65 with comorbidity
should be next. The idea of a 25-year-old grocery clerk is just another CDC guideline that missed the
mark. I sincerely hope Gov. Ricketts makes the state of Nebraska a benchmark for vaccine distribution
and issues guidelines that let our senior citizens know that their lives matter.
Ralph M. Pree, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 12/23: Corrections issues just keep getting more complex







 
When we talk about overcrowding in our Nebraska Department of Correctional Services, our minds
gravitate toward images of the Nebraska State Penitentiary in Lincoln or the Tecumseh State
Correctional Institution, which hold between them more than 2,200 men in maximum and medium
security custody.
Walls, bars, fences, guards. These are the things we see. And there are the people. The state pen and
Tecumseh were designed to serve just under 1,700 incarcerated individuals, meaning those two facilities
together are almost 30% over capacity.
We hear numbers like these from the correctional services’ first-quarter report from 2020. We hear
numbers like these discussed by legislators. And we hear them discussed by officials charged with adding
prison capacity or reducing prison demand.
What we don’t often hear is a first-person description of what life is like for those being rehabilitated and
those doing the rehabilitating. In a story last week, “’There are so many drugs: Workers talk about
dangers at Lincoln prison,” Journal Star reporter JoAnne Young spoke with a former staffer at the
Community Corrections Center-Lincoln. Young also talked with two current staffers and a person being
held there who spoke anonymously. Their stories are concerning and point to the depth of issues facing
the corrections department.
CCC-L, at 2720 W. Van Dorn St., in Lincoln, is designed to hold 460 people. It’s almost 33% over capacity
with 611. It represents the lowest level of custody; individuals there are on work detail or work release.
Yet those who talked to Young cited widespread drug use, contraband and criminal activity among these
people deemed closest to be ready to return to society. And their reports appear backed up in
complaints received by Inspector General for Corrections Doug Koebernick.
Department of Correctional Services Chief of Staff Laura Strimple said staffing at the facility has
increased and is adequate for the current population, a claim Young’s sources disputed. Strimple also
noted that addiction recovery – which many in CCC-L are wrestling with – can involve relapses.
It’s true that rehabilitation isn’t a straight shot. But the Department of Corrections owes society, the men
and women it’s charged to “correct” and its staffers the safest environment possible.
Speaking of the people in custody, one staffer’s point would be disputed by no one: “I just want to see
them get out and be with their families. I want them to be successful.”
There are no easy and cheap solutions in corrections, but the issues at CCC-L need attention quickly. For
the sake of the people it serves and the community surrounding it.
 


LJS: History won't look kindly on suit
 
Don Walton asked Gov. Ricketts whether he "supported the goal of" the Texas lawsuit to overturn the
results of the 2020 presidential election. This was exactly the right question to ask, but the answer was a
rhetorical dodge, the kind of "non-answer" that we expect from a politician whose main goal is to
mislead the public.
Usually, we just wince and move on, but this is one of the most important political questions that has
been asked in generations, and the people of Nebraska deserved a straight answer from the governor.
And any non-answer or dodge of the question should be taken as a -- "Yes" -- Ricketts does support the
idea of overthrowing the results of the 2020 election!
As for Attorney General Doug Peterson and Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, their position is clear; they both signed
on to, and do support, the idea that millions of American voters should be disenfranchised, and the
results of an election ignored, in order to perpetuate the minority government of Donald Trump over a
majority of Americans.
Really? Peterson and Fortenberry may find that some Nebraskans support this position in the short run,







but in fact it is hard to conjure up any idea that is more anti-democratic and un-American than this.
Peterson and Fortenberry have both shamed themselves and disgraced their high offices, and history, I
can assure them, is not going to look kindly on this assault on America's democratic principles in the long
run.
Marshall Lux, Lincoln
 


LJS: Leadership lacking from state
 
On Dec. 13, the well-respected journalist Nicholas Kristof reported a startling fact in the New York Times.
If the 50 states in the U.S. were countries, Nebraska would rank 12th highest (of all 245) in per capita
deaths from the coronavirus.
That means 12th worst in the world in deaths considering the size of its population. It makes me wonder
where we would rank if masks had been mandated, especially in the past month when Nebraska deaths
have skyrocketed.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, how do your explain your leadership (or lack of leadership) on this vital matter of
public health to all Nebraskans?
Peter Levitov, Lincoln
 


LJS: Fischer says her AIR Act proposal protects Nebraska airports
 
Sen. Deb Fischer said Tuesday congressional approval of her AIR Act proposal to stabilize federal funding
for airports during the economic disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic will "provide Nebraska airports
with the certainty they need to plan for future projects."
"The outbreak of COVID-19 led to significantly fewer flights out of many Nebraska airports, which put
them at risk of receiving far less federal infrastructure formula funding," Fischer said.
Fischer's bipartisan AIR Act proposal was included in the COVID-19 relief package approved by Congress
on Monday.
The AIR Act will require the Federal Aviation Administration to calculate federal airport improvement
program support funding for fiscal 2022 and fiscal 2023 based on either 2018 or 2019 enplanement
numbers.
Numbers of travelers are down at airports across the country. In Lincoln, passenger numbers were down
80% in November from a year ago.
"The Lincoln Airport continues to look for ways to serve the needs of our patrons and community while
simultaneously seeking to provide employment security for our team," Lincoln Airport Authority
executive director David Haring said.
Fischer's effort will provide the revenue stability that helps protect both jobs and critical infrastructure,
he said. 
By Don Walton
 


OWH: $900 billion coronavirus relief bill passes with big support from Nebraska, Iowa
members
 
Every member of the Nebraska and Iowa congressional delegations voted to approve the coronavirus
relief measure, except one.
Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, did not vote.
The House approved the $900 billion relief package on a 359-53 vote Monday evening. The Senate
approved the bill 92-6.







Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., said she was glad Congress came together to send relief to people who need it.
She pointed to parts of the bill that help schools, hospitals and small businesses.
“While it took too long to respond and provide this latest assistance, it is important we were finally able
to pass this bill,” she said. “It proves we can still work together for the American people.”
One of the bill’s highlights is a stimulus check of up to $600 for most Americans. The bill also provides
families up to $600 per child. Individuals earning $75,000 a year or less, as well as couples earning
$150,000 or less, are eligible for the full checks. Individuals earning more than $87,000 won’t receive
checks.
The measure also extended the moratorium on evictions through January and added $25 billion in rent
and mortgage assistance.
Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., criticized as “broken” and “crummy” the process Congress used to decide how it
would spend money in the bill. He praised the decision to spend money on vaccine distribution and
helping small businesses keep making payroll but criticized the design of direct payments, saying they
didn’t target people in need.
“This cash-cannon approach puts credit-seeking politicians ahead of targeted problem-solving,” he said.
“I voted for this imperfect bill during an emergency — but ... we’ve got a long way to go toward restoring
some fiscal sanity.”
Midlands members of Congress, including Reps. Don Bacon, R-Neb., and Cindy Axne, D-Iowa, said they
were pleased to get at least some relief out the door.
Bacon, who represents the Omaha area, emphasized help for local businesses, including live
entertainment venues “hurt by lockdowns and other restrictions.” He has said a proposal by his Problem
Solvers Caucus helped refocus relief talks.
Axne, who represents southwest Iowa, touted the direct payments, rental assistance and help for Iowa’s
biofuels industry.
Some Republicans highlighted how much of the bill’s spending was brought forward from unspent funds
in previous relief bills. About $325 billion of the $900 billion total was new spending, Bacon said.
Some congressional Democrats, as well as outgoing Republican President Donald Trump, said they
wanted the new relief bill to provide more in direct payments.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb., who represents much of eastern Nebraska, discussed the importance of
additional unemployment benefits. Congress is funding an extra $300 a week for 11 weeks starting late
this month.
Like each of the other members from Nebraska and western Iowa, Fortenberry supported continued
funding for the Paycheck Protection Program, which offers loans to small businesses hurt by COVID-19.
“While we have made great progress in fighting through the pandemic, with large-scale vaccine
distribution already in progress, many Americans are still hurting badly, necessitating additional federal
support,” he said.
Rep. Adrian Smith, R-Neb., who represents the sprawling, largely rural 3rd Congressional District, said
the relief bill took a “conservative approach to keeping workers employed.”
He said he was pleased that it included his work to help rural health care clinics., saying Congress needed
to “empower local health care providers to meet the needs of local citizens, both rural and urban.”
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, said he was glad that the bill would help people needing unemployment
benefits while also making sure that states do a better job of ensuring that the people receiving those
benefits are obtaining them legally.
“The pandemic is still far from over,” he said. “But there is a light at the end of the tunnel.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


AP: EXPLAINER: Are new coronavirus strains cause for concern?
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Reports from Britain and South Africa of new coronavirus strains that seem to spread more easily are
causing alarm, but virus experts say it’s unclear if that’s the case or whether they pose any concern for
vaccines or cause more severe disease.
Viruses naturally evolve as they move through the population, some more than others. It’s one reason
we need a fresh flu shot each year.
New variants, or strains, of the virus that causes COVID-19 have been seen almost since it was first
detected in China nearly a year ago.
On Saturday, Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced new restrictions because of the new strain.
Several European Union countries and Canada were banning or limiting some flights from the U.K. to try
to limit any spread.
Here’s what is known about the situation.
WHAT'S CONCERNING ABOUT THE RECENT STRAIN FOUND IN ENGLAND?
Health experts in the U.K. and U.S. said the strain seems to infect more easily than others, but there is no
evidence yet it is more deadly.
Patrick Vallance, the British government’s chief scientific adviser, said that the strain “moves fast and is
becoming the dominant variant,” causing over 60% of infections in London by December.
The strain is also concerning because it has so many mutations — nearly two dozen — and some are on
the spiky protein that the virus uses to attach to and infect cells. That spike is what current vaccines
target.
“I’m worried about this, for sure,” but it’s too soon to know how important it ultimately will prove to be,
said Dr. Ravi Gupta, who studies viruses at the University of Cambridge in England. He and other
researchers posted a report of it on a website scientists use to quickly share developments, but the
paper has not been formally reviewed or published in a journal.
HOW DO THESE NEW STRAINS OCCUR?
Viruses often acquire small changes of a letter or two in their genetic alphabet just through normal
evolution. A slightly modified strain can become the most common one in a country or region just
because that’s the strain that first took hold there or because “super spreader” events helped it become
entrenched.
A bigger worry is when a virus mutates by changing the proteins on its surface to help it escape from
drugs or the immune system.
“Emerging evidence” suggests that may be starting to happen with the new coronavirus, Trevor Bedford,
a biologist and genetics expert at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, wrote on
Twitter. “We’ve now seen the emergence and spread of several variants” that suggest this, and some
show resistance to antibody treatments, he noted.
WHAT OTHER STRAINS HAVE EMERGED?
In April, researchers in Sweden found a virus with two genetic changes that seemed to make it roughly
two times more infectious, Gupta said. About 6,000 cases worldwide have been reported, mostly in
Denmark and England, he said.
Several variations of that strain now have turned up. Some were reported in people who got them from
mink farms in Denmark. A new South African strain has the two changes seen before, plus some others.
The one in the U.K. has the two changes and more, including eight to the spike protein, Gupta said. It’s
called a “variant under investigation” because its significance is not yet known.
The strain was identified in southeastern England in September and has been circulating in the area ever
since, a World Health Organization official told the BBC on Sunday.
WILL PEOPLE WHO HAD COVID-19 FROM AN OLD STRAIN BE ABLE TO GET THE NEW ONE? WILL IT
UNDERMINE VACCINES?
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Probably not, former U.S. Food and Drug Commissioner Scott Gottlieb said Sunday on CBS’s “Face the
Nation.”
“Unlikely,” Gupta agreed.
President-elect Joe Biden’s surgeon general nominee, Vivek Murthy, said Sunday on NBC’s “Meet the
Press" that there's “no reason to believe that the vaccines that have been developed will not be effective
against this virus as well.”
Vaccines produce wide-ranging responses by the immune system beyond just those to the spike protein,
several experts noted.
The possibility that new strains will be resistant to existing vaccines are low, but not “inexistent,” Dr.
Moncef Slaoui, the chief science adviser for the U.S. government’s vaccine distribution effort, said
Sunday on CNN’s “State of the Union.”
“Up to now, I don’t think there has been a single variant that would be resistant,” he said. “This
particular variant in the U.K., I think, is very unlikely to have escaped the vaccine immunity.”
Bedford agreed.
“I’m not concerned” because a lot of changes in the genetic code would probably be needed to
undermine a vaccine, not just one or two mutations, Bedford wrote on Twitter. But vaccines may need
fine-tuned over time as changes accumulate, and changes should be more closely monitored, he wrote.
Murthy said the new strain doesn’t change the public health advice to wear masks, wash hands and
maintain social distance.
 


AP: No immediate ruling after hearing on fate of DACA program
 
HOUSTON (AP) — A federal judge did not immediately issue a ruling following a court hearing Tuesday
on the fate of a U.S. program shielding immigrants brought to the country illegally as children.
During a nearly 3 1/2 hour hearing, Texas and eight other states asked U.S. District Judge Andrew Hanen
to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA, which provides limited protections
to about 650,000 people. The program was enacted by former President Barack Obama in 2012.
The states, represented by the Texas Attorney General's Office, argued DACA violates the Constitution by
circumventing Congress’ authority on immigration laws. The states also argued that DACA illegally
awards benefits such as work authorization to recipients and has increased states' costs, including $250
million a year for social services to DACA recipients in Texas.
“President Obama overstepped his authority when his administration issued the DACA memorandum in
2012," Todd Disher, a lawyer with the Texas Attorney General's Office, told Hanen.
A group of DACA recipients represented by the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
or MALDEF, and the New Jersey Attorney General's Office asked Hanen to dismiss the lawsuit. They
argued Obama had the authority to institute DACA.
Nina Perales, a lawyer for MALDEF, told Hanen that the states lack standing to sue because they weren't
harmed by DACA, as benefits such as work authorization for recipients were not given by DACA but
authorized under other programs and regulations that had previously been created.
The states' case “is like a doughnut. The center is empty," said Perales.
Hanen is expected to rule at a later date.
The U.S. Supreme Court previously ruled President Donald Trump’s attempt to end DACA in 2017 was
unlawful. A New York judge in December ordered the Trump administration to restore the program.
But the Houston case directly targets the original terms under which DACA was created.
Suing alongside Texas are Alabama, Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nebraska, South Carolina,
and West Virginia — states that all have Republican governors or state attorneys general.
President-elect Joe Biden has pledged to protect DACA, but a ruling against the program could limit his
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ability to keep the program or something similar in place.
“DACA has to be replaced by a legislative approach,” said MALDEF's president, Thomas Saenz.
But Congress has not taken any action related to DACA in recent years.
While DACA is often described as a program for young immigrants, many recipients have lived in the U.S.
for a decade or longer after being brought without permission or overstaying visas. The liberal Center for
American Progress says roughly 254,000 children have at least one parent relying on DACA. Some
recipients are grandparents.
Hanen rejected Texas’ request in 2018 to stop the program through a preliminary injunction, but he has
said he believes DACA as enacted by Obama is unconstitutional. In 2015, Hanen ruled Obama could not
expand DACA protections or institute a program shielding their parents.
Hanen said Tuesday’s hearing was not about discussing border security or whether DACA is good or bad
policy, but “whether DACA was legally created.”
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TV and Radio
NCN: Ricketts decided not to withhold CARES Act funds in July, didn’t tell counties
KETV: 'Help is on the way': Nebraska could get over 100,000 doses of vaccine by year's end
KMTV: Ricketts provides tentative COVID vaccine distribution timeline
KTIV: Gov. Ricketts: Nebraska could get first virus vaccine doses by mid-December
10/11: Governor lays out COVID-19 vaccination plan for Nebraska
WOWT: Nebraska’s EMS teams to be among first to get COVID-19 vaccine
KETV: 'It will be a gradual process': Infectious disease doctor talks about return to normalcy with a
COVID-19 vaccine
KMTV: CDC reduces 14-day quarantine recommendation to 7-10 days
NPR: Stock Sales By Leaders At Coronavirus Testing Company Raise Legal Concerns
 
Governor
AP: ACLU agrees to drop lawsuit against Nebraska’s prison system
Fremont Tribune: Lawsuit challenging conditions in Nebraska prisons dismissed
Scottsbluff SH: State Sen. John Stinner looks ahead to legislative session
Politico: Karl Rove, GOP building money machine for Georgia runoffs
NET: Stock Sales By Leaders At 'Test Nebraska' Testing Company Raise Legal Concerns
LJS: Ricketts may consider economic assistance for Nebraskans if Congress fails to act
OWH: Nebraskans in highest-priority group could start getting COVID-19 vaccinations in two weeks
AP: Nebraska could get first virus vaccine doses mid-December
KLKN: GOV: Tentative COVID-19 vaccine plan
WOWT: Nebraska planning to have COVID-19 vaccine in next few weeks
WJAG: Nebraska to receive COVID vaccine soon
NET: State Resumes Notifying Close Contacts After Catching Up On 2,600-Case Backlog
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AP: Nurses wanted: Swamped hospitals scramble for pandemic help
 
Coronavirus
OWH: After two public hearings, Papillion will vote on a mask mandate Thursday
Fremont Tribune: Recently enacted health directive 'would just be extremely hard to prosecute',
Getzschman says
GII: Police will respond to complaints about noncompliance with mask mandate
LJS: Lancaster County reports 3 additional COVID-19 deaths
Platte River Radio: South Heartland District Health Department Reports 3 New COVID Related Deaths;
Risk Dial Drops
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Chief notes restraint shown by Lincoln officers in riot response, says force was justified
OWH: Fragmented company to come together on huge Papillion site
OWH: Pitch Pizzeria pays over $93,000 in back wages after labor violations
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Omaha must find a viable legal balance in managing street protests
OWH Editorial: Global Water for Food Institute is a good example of NU vision
OWH Preston Love Jr.: Attack ads and big spending don't get to the real world underlying political
campaigns
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Burden of proof
2.       The judges aren’t impartial
3.       President’s strong achievements
4.       Fischer’s troubling silence
5.       Fairness: Do the math
6.       Why I wear a mask
7.       Coach needs to grow up


LJS Editorial, 12/3: COVID-19 widens gaps in care for those with disabilities
LJS Letters


1.       The simple math of COVID
2.       Cornerstone of society is care


Scottsbluff SH: Gov. Ricketts needs to roll back measures
 
National/Federal
AP: Fed reports slowing US economic activity due to virus surge
 


AP: ACLU agrees to drop lawsuit against Nebraska’s prison system
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A civil liberties group is dropping its lawsuit accusing the Nebraska prison system
of fostering inhumane conditions, but it says it will continue to fight against overcrowding and perpetual
understaffing of the state’s lockups.
The American Civil Liberties Union of Nebraska and attorneys for the state this week filed a joint motion
to dismiss the federal lawsuit. The move came after a judge in June denied the ACLU’s request to certify
the lawsuit as a class action.
The ACLU filed the lawsuit in 2017 on behalf of 11 prisoners against the Nebraska Department of
Correctional Services, its director, Scott Frakes, and various prison system officials. Class-action status
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would have extended the suit to include more than 5,000 inmates in the prison system.
The lawsuit alleged that the state’s prison system violated inmates’ constitutional rights through the
excessive use of solitary confinement and through gross negligence of their medical and mental health
issues. It also took issue with the system’s persistent inmate overcrowding and “dangerous”
understaffing.
David Fathi, the ACLU’s lead attorney on the case and director of the group’s national prison project,
said Tuesday that the court agreed there were serious issues in Nebraska’s prison system, but that its
order denying class action certification forced a change in strategy.
“The work doesn’t end here,” Fathi said. “It takes a new direction. Until Nebraska gets serious about
reducing overcrowding, problems will continue to plague the prison system.”
Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts called the dismissal a win for taxpayers.
“It is a defeat for anti-public safety interests who have been seeking a mass release of inmates for
years,” Ricketts said.
 


Fremont Tribune: Lawsuit challenging conditions in Nebraska prisons dismissed
 
A federal lawsuit filed on behalf of state prison inmates against the Nebraska Department of
Correctional Services will be dismissed.
A joint filing Monday by the ACLU of Nebraska and the state dismisses the case without prejudice,
meaning plaintiffs retain the ability to refile the lawsuit. The dismissal also stipulates that each side will
cover their own costs of litigation.
The lawsuit challenged conditions in Nebraska’s overcrowded and understaffed prison system, arguing
that prisoners were being deprived of critical medical and mental health care, suffering serious harm
through overuse of solitary confinement and being discriminated against because of disabilities.
Those claims would violate the Eighth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, the Americans with
Disabilities Act and the Rehabilitation Act.
ACLU of Nebraska Executive Director Danielle Conrad has said the case was about mass incarceration,
racial justice, disability rights and basic humanity in a system that touches every corner of the state.
Nebraska prisoners and the ACLU were dealt a legal blow in June when U.S. District Judge Brian
Buescher denied the attempt by the 11 inmates who filed the suit to get class-action status to extend it
to more than 5,000 inmates in the state prison system.
Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson said allowing an entire class of inmates to participate in the
suit would have dramatically increased the cost of the lawsuit.
David Fathi, lead attorney on the case and director of the ACLU National Prison Project, said that
although the court agreed there were serious issues in Nebraska’s prison system, its order denying class
certification forced a change in strategy.
“The work doesn’t end here,” Fathi said. “It takes a new direction. Until Nebraska gets serious about
reducing overcrowding, problems will continue to plague the prison system.”
From advocacy to legislation to litigation, the team will keep working to ensure fundamental rights
don’t stop at prison walls, he said.
The team includes the ACLU of Nebraska, the ACLU National Prison Project, Nebraska Appleseed, the
National Association of the Deaf, and the law firms DLA Piper and Rosen Bien Galvan & Grunfeld LLP.
Taylor Gage, spokesman for Gov. Pete Ricketts, said the dismissal of the lawsuit is a testament to the
hard work of Corrections staff and a win for the taxpayers of Nebraska.
“It is a defeat for anti-public safety interests who have been seeking a mass release of inmates for
years,” Gage said.
Ricketts remains committed to working with Director Scott Frakes and the Department of Corrections to







protect public safety, he said.
The motion to dismiss comes after progress addressing the lawsuit’s concerns, the ACLU said.
The Corrections Department closed the Nebraska State Penitentiary’s “South 40” solitary confinement
unit after expert testimony called conditions there among the worst in the nation.
The average daily population of people in solitary confinement significantly decreased. A new state law
diverts people from solitary confinement if they have a serious mental illness, are pregnant, are
developmentally disabled, have a traumatic brain injury or are a minor.
Some plaintiffs in the case moved back to the general population after long terms in solitary
confinement.
Americans with Disabilities Act policy changes took effect in November. They improved the request and
appeal process, refined systems for identifying disabilities and established explicit guidelines that should
help end the practice of moving people with disabilities to more-restrictive cells solely because there
aren’t accommodations in less-restrictive areas. The department is also creating disabilities coordinator
positions at each facility.
At least one of the named plaintiffs has received better access to American Sign Language interpreters.
The department adopted new policies related to mental health last year.
It made significant changes to its dental policy, improving access by removing barriers such as requiring
that people must be in custody for two years before they become eligible for dentures.
By Noah Johnson
 


Scottsbluff SH: State Sen. John Stinner looks ahead to legislative session
 
If there is one certainty for the upcoming legislative session, it’s that the 2021 session will be uncertain.
Between COVID-19, redistricting and the realities of a budget year, the 90-day legislative session will
likely be packed wall to wall with legislation, according to Gering’s Sen. John Stinner.
Stinner headlined a Pre-Legislative breakfast on Wednesday, a normally in-person event hosted by the
Scottsbluff/Gering United Chamber of Commerce.
Stinner — along with Gov. Pete Ricketts who gave a pre-recorded statement at the start of the event —
lauded the omnibus LB 1107 as a significant improvement. LB 1107 was a last-minute compromise and
marriage of three bills: Tax relief, business incentives and money for a University of Nebraska project.
The bill was proposed and rushed to the final reading.
From his perspective, Ricketts pointed to the budget as a major piece of legislation to watch for in 2021.
“We’re not going to have the ability to spend at will, but we’re not going to have to make some of the
tough decisions that other states are,” Ricketts said.
Still, Stinner opened his remarks by acknowledging the still-present coronavirus pandemic. Stinner
reiterated Ricketts’ remarks in his portion of the event and said that the coronavirus will likely still be
around in April and possibly May, despite recent vaccine developments.
“Follow the CDC guidelines and please stay safe,” Stinner said.
Stinner also gave a public “thank you” Panhandle Public Health Director Kim Engel for her work.
“I’m glad that you’re still upright,” he said.
Most of Stinner’s comments focused on the upcoming budget. He said he was looking forward to the
upcoming forecasting boards to get a better picture of the government’s spending.
He also said he was proud of the passage of the land bank bill.
“That took me four years,” he said. “I stuck with it because I thought it was significant legislation for
rural Nebraska.”
Stinner said the land bank system allows blighted properties to be improved with lower burdens. He
said that the system was a big gain for communities in western Nebraska.







The legislative session begins on Jan. 6.
By Justin Garcia
 


Politico: Karl Rove, GOP building money machine for Georgia runoffs
 
Republicans are digging deep into donor pockets as they fight to protect their endangered Senate
majority, with the price tag for two Georgia runoffs already eclipsing $300 million, putting them among
the most expensive elections ever.
Party officials have tapped into the full national network of Republican donors with an aggressive
schedule of fundraising events, in-person and conducted over Zoom, that have already yielded tens of
millions of dollars. Significantly more money is expected in the coming weeks as the GOP ups its
fundraising goal, according to internal party memos and event schedules obtained by POLITICO.
The Georgia Battleground Fund — the joint fundraising committee fueling the National Republican
Senatorial Committee and the campaigns of Sens. David Perdue and Kelly Loeffler — has already
deposited $31 million after three weeks of activity, according to a memo this week from Karl Rove, the
veteran GOP operative leading the effort. The effort is sending Loeffler and Perdue as much money in
weeks as some GOP senators raise in months — a necessary boost for their campaigns as Democrats
outspend them in Georgia.
Rove wrote in the memo that his committee had increased its initial fundraising goal by about 20
percent, to nearly $43 million in total. That would require the committee to raise roughly $2.4 million
per week in the run-up to the Jan. 5 races.
Six fellow senators are helping meet the increased goal, appearing on state-specific Zoom fundraisers
for the joint fundraising committee this week and next week, according to a copy of scheduled events
for the fund. Rove is listed on the schedule as appearing at more than a half-dozen events.
None of the Georgia campaigns or outside groups has yet filed reports with the Federal Election
Commission detailing their activity since the November election, so the overall fundraising picture
remains unclear, and the joint fundraising committee is just one piece of the total fundraising effort for
both campaigns. But Democrats across the country raked in record amounts for the 2020 elections —
and, so far, the Democratic campaigns have significantly outspent Republicans on TV, according to data
from AdImpact.
Democrat Jon Ossoff, who is facing Perdue, and Raphael Warnock, who is challenging Loeffler in the
special election, have combined to outspend the two Republicans on TV, $40 million to $19.5 million
since Nov. 3, according to the AdImpact data. Both Democrats also have more booked on the airwaves
for the final five weeks of the race so far. GOP outside groups have made significant investments to
match or exceed the total Democratic spending. But the campaigns get much better rates with TV
stations, making those hard dollars more valuable.
Overall, past and future advertising spending in the two races has already topped $300 million, and
both races are likely to be among the most expensive Senate contests in history, even over just two
months.
“The Democrats will go all out, and the Republicans will do what they can to match them. It is a
legitimate titanic struggle,” said former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, who represented an Atlanta-area
district during his time in Congress.
Perdue and Loeffler will appear at a major fundraiser Thursday at the Atlanta Braves’ ballpark, according
to three people familiar with the event. An invitation obtained by POLITICO also lists GOP Sens. Mike
Crapo of Idaho, Lindsey Graham and Tim Scott of South Carolina, and Todd Young of Indiana, the NRSC
chairman, as special guests for the Thursday fundraiser.
Sen. Ben Sasse (R-Neb.) and Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts would appear at a Zoom fundraiser







on Thursday, a spokesman for Sasse confirmed. A Zoom fundraiser next Monday will feature Sens. Joni
Ernst and Chuck Grassley of Iowa appearing together, according to a copy of scheduled Georgia
Battleground Fund events.
Already, the fund has sent $11 million to the two campaigns and $15 million to the NRSC, which spent
big on coordinated ads, independent expenditure ads and resources for the vast ground game,
according to the memo.
Rove’s memo said the joint fundraising committee has more than 400 bundlers, with tiers ranging from
those who have helped raise $50,000, to several who have helped raise more than $1 million.
“Let’s all step up the pressure for the three weeks left before Xmas!” he wrote.
Young, the NRSC chairman, and Sen. Rick Scott of Florida, the incoming chairman for the 2022 cycle, are
co-headlining an event in Jacksonville next week, according to the schedule. Scott is also appearing at a
virtual Zoom fundraiser Friday for the joint fundraising committee, along with Sen. John Barrasso of
Wyoming, a member of GOP leadership, and Larry Kudlow, the president’s top economic adviser,
according to a copy of an invitation. Barrasso is doing a second fundraiser that day for Loeffler’s
campaign, according to a person familiar with the event.
“Everyone is singing from the same sheet of music, which is encouraging,” said one Republican working
on the runoffs, requesting anonymity to discuss the party’s efforts.
Alongside the hard dollars for the campaigns and committee, outside groups have poured significant
money into the runoffs already. Senate Leadership Fund and American Crossroads, two groups led by
allies of Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, have already spent or booked $80 million combined for the
races. Their Democratic counterparts, The Georgia Way and Georgia Honor, have invested nearly $17
million so far. The Democratic groups are buying ad time weekly and have not yet booked a full amount
for the totality of the campaigns.
“The amount of money flowing into Georgia's political system is unprecedented, and it's all hands on
deck for everyone,” said Scott Reed, a veteran GOP operative.
In addition to fueling the massive ad spending, the fundraising is helping the GOP pour resources into its
ground game in an effort to turn out voters, even as the party struggles with an intraparty feud that
some worry could turn off some of the president's supporters and hurt turnout efforts. Democrats have
kicked off their own get-out-the-vote campaign on the ground, returning to door-knocking with
precautions to turn their voters back out.
Rove acknowledged the Democratic efforts in his memo but said it “takes time to get to scale: We have
a jump on them and expect more volunteers” after President Donald Trump visits the state for a rally
this weekend. So far, the party has canvassed 540,000 households with more than 848,000 targeted
voters, according to the memo.
"This is a tough battle that requires all hands on deck to ensure Sens. Perdue and Loeffler have the
financial resources they need to win," Jesse Hunt, a spokesman for the NRSC, said in a statement.
"Democrats are going to throw every dollar they have at us, and we appreciate the great team of
leaders that's helping our side compete."
Former Rep. Jack Kingston (R-Ga.), who narrowly lost the 2014 Senate primary to Perdue, said there is a
point of “diminishing returns” on ad spending with the state fully saturated with commercials. But he
said there’s always other avenues where the fundraising is beneficial, including multiple contacts with
potential voters.
“You can't saturate the playing field with volunteers. Having paid staff to go out and do some of that
street walking, you can spend it all day,” Kingston said. “This isn’t really a persuasion campaign
anymore. It is get out the vote.”
By James Arkin
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NET: Stock Sales By Leaders At 'Test Nebraska' Testing Company Raise Legal Concerns
 
An NPR investigation has found two board members of the company providing COVID-19 tests to
Nebraska sold nearly $1 million worth of company stock and then didn’t publicly disclose it before the
legal deadline.
The state’s Test Nebraska program is a $27 million contract with several companies based in Utah. The
head of the consortium said in April that none of the companies involved would make money off of the
testing.
One of those companies is Co-Diagnostics, which provides the re-agents used to test samples for
COVID-19. As NPR reports, two Co-Diagnostics board members sold their shares in May, soon after the
share price surged with the announcement of Test Nebraska and similar partnerships in Utah and Iowa.
Gov. Pete Ricketts says he’s very pleased with the Test Nebraska program and has no concerns about
Co-Diagnostics.
"This is a free service to the people of Nebraska that’s allowed us to expand testing greatly here in our
state," Ricketts said. "Certainly when we the state were making the decision about bringing them on
board, being a volunteer effort was not part of our calculus in this, it was about whether they were
going to be able to deliver the testing to the citizens of Nebraska."
Co-Diagnostics is facing a lawsuit from investors who say the company’s claims of a 100% accurate test
were blatantly fraudulent.
The company stands by its internal verification process. Both the CEO and CFO of Co-Diagnostics sold all
their company shares last week, and neither currently hold direct stock in the company.
Nebraska health officials say Test Nebraska accounts for about half of all COVID-19 tests in the state so
far.
By Becca Costello
 


LJS: Ricketts may consider economic assistance for Nebraskans if Congress fails to act
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts on Wednesday hailed the approaching arrival of COVID-19 vaccines this month as a
long-awaited signal that "help is on the way," and said he would consider providing some form of state
economic assistance to Nebraskans if Congress remains deadlocked and the federal government fails to
act.
"That is something we will take into consideration," the governor said in answer to a question at a
coronavirus news briefing.
Ricketts said he is hopeful that Congress will act, but "we will take a look at what additional resources
we may need to provide as we move forward" if Washington remains politically paralyzed.
Several states, including Michigan, Minnesota and Colorado, have recently enacted state programs to
meet needs prompted by the pandemic and its impact on the economy. 
Those actions have been directed at unemployment benefits, rental and utility assistance and stimulus
checks.
Ricketts said the state could begin to see Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine flow in during the week of Dec. 14,
with 15,600 doses expected in the initial allocation.
If Moderna's COVID-19 vaccine is also approved, as expected, its shipments could begin during the week
of Dec. 21.
Nebraska could receive more than 100,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines this month, according to Angie
Ling, who is coordinating the program for the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
Those doses will be allocated almost entirely to health care workers and nursing home residents, the
two groups deemed to have the highest priority for vaccinations by the federal government's advisory
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committee on immunization practices earlier this week.
The next phases of priority groups are expected to include essential workers, older adults and people
with preexisting health conditions.
The general population is not likely to be fully vaccinated until spring or early summer.
Asked about himself, Ricketts said he is not on any priority list and would anticipate receiving the
vaccine "sometime in the spring."
"I will have no qualms about taking the vaccine," the governor noted.
Ricketts said there will be a communications campaign that attempts to assure people about the safety
of the vaccine while informing them about potential side effects.
Since most of the vaccines that are being developed require two doses to become maximally effective,
there are concerns that some people might not return for the second vaccination unless they are
adequately prepared to anticipate side effects.
Asked when Nebraskans could anticipate "a return to normal," Ricketts said "maybe in April, maybe
sometime in the summer."
The governor said the state has "caught up" with a backlog that developed in its program of contacting
people who may have been exposed to the virus by a relative or acquaintance.  
Statewide, the number of new cases has slowed slightly but cases are surging at a rate that ranks
Nebraska behind only Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming in new cases per capita
over the past week, according to the New York Times.
Deaths in Nebraska crossed the 1,000 mark this week, with the Department of Health and Human
Services announcing nearly 100 deaths in a span of just two days.
As mask mandates pop up in more cities and towns across the state, Ricketts said he has not changed
his position on the possible denial of future federal stimulus funding to county governments if they
deny services to a citizen who refuses to wear a mask.
"If any citizen gets denied services because of a mask, that would create a problem," he said.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraskans in highest-priority group could start getting COVID-19 vaccinations in two
weeks
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska health care workers could start getting vaccinated for COVID-19 in less than two
weeks, state officials said Wednesday.
Barring any glitches, all of the roughly 90,000 front-line health care workers could get their first round
of shots by the end of the month. That includes staff in hospitals, long-term-care facilities, home health,
primary care clinics and emergency medical services.
Speaking at a press briefing, Gov. Pete Ricketts and Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
officials added some definition to the vaccination effort ahead as the country awaits federal approval of
the country’s first COVID vaccines.
Emergency approval of a vaccine made by Pfizer and German biotechnology company BioNTech could
come as soon as Dec. 10. A second vaccine, developed by Moderna, could follow within a week. The
timeline depends on how quickly the federal Food and Drug Administration acts after a panel of
independent advisers reviews data about the vaccines.
If approval comes late next week, Angie Ling, incident commander for the HHS public health division,
said that Nebraska could receive an initial allotment of 15,600 doses of the Pfizer vaccine the week of
Dec. 13 and that health care workers could start getting them within hours.
“It is vitally important that those on the front lines of the fight against the pandemic stay as healthy as
possible and that we reduce their chances of spreading the virus,” she said.







The vaccines are being distributed to states based on their share of the nation’s adult population. Ling
said the state expects to get 19,500 doses of Pfizer vaccine and 32,100 of the Moderna vaccine the
week of Dec. 20, with an additional 23,400 doses of Pfizer vaccine and 14,200 doses from Moderna
coming the last week of December.
That’s 104,800 doses potentially headed for Nebraska yet this year, enough for those in the top priority
group under the state’s distribution plan, Ricketts said. That group, labeled Phase 1a, includes only
health care workers.
Phase 1b will focus on people who are more vulnerable to the coronavirus, such as nursing home
residents, people age 65 and older, and people with certain medical conditions. It also will include
essential workers, such as teachers and school staff, correctional workers and food processing workers.
The governor declined to estimate when the state would be able to start giving vaccinations to the 1b
group. He said the general population might have to wait until April for a vaccination.
Ricketts said he expects that he will have to wait for a vaccine, as a member of the general population.
But he said he would have no hesitation getting a vaccination, once it has won FDA approval. Some
studies have suggested that large numbers of people are skeptical about the COVID vaccine.
“It’s important to know that help is on the way, hope is out there,” Ricketts said.
The governor also noted that people must get two shots within about a month of each other for full
benefit. The federal government plans to distribute second doses in January for the Nebraskans who get
their first shot in December.
Dr. Gary Anthone, the state’s chief medical officer, said the FDA is still analyzing data to determine how
soon a person would be considered immune to the coronavirus after getting the second vaccine dose. It
is too early to know how long the immunity could last.
An initial version of the state vaccine distribution plan was released in late October. A revised version
with more detail about who, where, when and how of distribution is due to the federal government
Friday. Ricketts said emergency medical services personnel were not part of the 1a group in the initial
plan but were shifted into that group after more consultation.
One key consideration with the Pfizer vaccine is that it must be kept at ultra-low temperatures, 94
degrees below zero, until shortly before it is used. An HHS map shows that most of the ultracold
freezers in Nebraska are in the eastern third of the state. Ricketts said that means the Moderna vaccine
may be better suited for use at hospitals and clinics farther west. That vaccine needs to be kept at only
a few degrees below zero.
A separate HHS map identifies health care facilities that will be doing vaccinations. The list includes
hospitals, local public health departments, federally qualified health centers and Indian Health Services
clinics across the state. There is at least one vaccine provider in each public health region.
Also on Wednesday:
Contact tracing. Ricketts said the state has nearly erased the backlog of contact-tracing cases. He said
that people who test positive are being contacted within a day now and that contact tracers have
started reaching out again to people who had close contact with positive cases.
The backlog built up when HHS did not bring on more tracers as the number of cases started soaring. To
help catch up, the state stopped having tracers call close contacts.
Relief funds. The governor said he would consider using state funds to help people hurt by the
economic effects of the pandemic if no new federal relief legislation is passed. In the meantime, he said
he is talking with members of the state’s congressional delegation. Congressional leaders have not been
able to reach agreement on additional relief proposals so far.
By Martha Stoddard and Jeffrey Robb
 


AP: Nebraska could get first virus vaccine doses mid-December







 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska could gets its first shipments of a coronavirus vaccine in less than two
weeks if the proposed drug wins federal approval, but health care workers will be given first priority and
the general public may not get access until April, state officials said Wednesday.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said the state tentatively expects to receive 15,600 doses of a vaccine produced by
the drug manufacturer Pfizer the week of Dec. 13. Another 19,500 doses from the company are slated
to arrive the following week, plus 32,100 doses from manufacturer Moderna if the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration approves that company’s drug.
State officials are planning to receive more than 100,000 doses by the month’s end. With roughly
34,000 medical personnel in the state as of 2018, according to a University of Nebraska Medical Center
report, and each person requiring two vaccine doses taken several weeks apart, that would account for
many of the doses the state expects to receive this month.
“Help is on the way,” Ricketts said at a news conference to discuss the state’s pandemic response.
Nebraska’s distribution plan, unveiled in October, places health care workers at the front of the line for
a vaccine once it becomes available.
Health care workers who will get the first doses include doctors, nurses, ancillary hospital workers and
others who are often exposed to coronavirus patients, said Angie Ling, incident commander for the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. Elderly and vulnerable residents will also get
priority.
Ling said more residents will qualify for a vaccinations as the supply grows, but “it’s vitally important
that those on the front lines of the pandemic stay as healthy as possible.”
A surge in cases over the last month is putting a huge strain on health care providers, and Ricketts has
warned that he will impose tighter social-distancing restrictions if available hospital capacity continues
to drop.
The state’s vaccine distribution plan was developed because it’s likely to take months to produce and
distribute enough of the vaccine for everyone.
Moderna has said its vaccine appears to be 94.5% effective, while Pfizer reported that its version looks
to be 90% effective.
Meanwhile, the state reported 62 more coronavirus deaths on Tuesday and nearly 2,000 more cases of
COVID-19.
The state confirmed 1,080 deaths and 1,787 new virus cases, for a total of 130,194 cases of the virus
since the pandemic began.
The number of people hospitalized with the virus declined again Tuesday to 869 from the previous day’s
907. That total is now more than 100 people lower than the record of 987 that was set on Nov. 20, but
it remains nearly four times higher than the level it was at two months ago when 232 people were
hospitalized.
Nebraska continued to have the sixth-highest rate of infection in the nation on Tuesday, according to
data from Johns Hopkins University.
The seven-day rolling average of daily new cases in Nebraska decreased over the past two weeks, going
from 2,292.86 new cases per day on Nov. 17 to 1,783.71 new cases per day on Tuesday.
By Grant Schulte
 


KLKN: GOV: Tentative COVID-19 vaccine plan
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KLKN)- Gov. Ricketts and Nebraska health officials held a press conference Wednesday
morning in regards to the COVID-19 vaccination plan for Nebraska.
Angie Lee, from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, spoke on the phases of
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vaccine distribution in the state.
“Due to the limited COVID vaccine, immunizations programs have been encouraged to utilize a phase
approach to the vaccine allocation,” Lee says. “It’s vitally important that those on the front lines of the
pandemic stay as healthy as possible and that we reduce their chances of spreading the virus. This is
why the first allocations will focus on health care personnel.”
Phase 1 A of the vaccination distribution plan is estimated to begin mid-December, around the 13th.
Lee gave these projected dates and number of doses of each vaccine (Pfizer and Moderna) for vaccine
allocation:


·         Dec. 13-19: 15,600 of Pfizer vaccine
·         Dec. 20-26: 19,500 of Pfizer and 32,100 of Moderna vaccine
·         Dec. 27-32: 23,400 of Pfizer and 14,200 of Moderna
·         Estimated total doses for Phase 1 A of immunization: 100,000


Phase 1 A is estimated to be around 90,000 people. Who are the 90,000 people projected to receive the
first doses of the vaccine? Health care workers. Lee gave an exact breakdown of who the Phase 1 A
recipients will be:


·         Health care providers
·         Nurses
·         Ancillary staff in direct contact with the virus
·         Home health care workers
·         Pharmacies
·         Emergency Medical Services workers
·         Other health care staff


Gov. Ricketts says they are working towards distributing the vaccine statewide come springtime.
Additional phases are set to come as more doses of the vaccine come.
The vaccine comes in two doses, Ricketts emphasized the importance of taking the second dose to
receive the 95% efficacy immunity from the vaccine.
If you have already been diagnosed with coronavirus, Ricketts says to “be on the safe side” and still get
a vaccine when the time comes.
By Emily Larson
 


WOWT: Nebraska planning to have COVID-19 vaccine in next few weeks
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (WOWT) - Gov. Pete Ricketts and Angela Ling, incident commander for Nebraska’s
Department of Health and Human Services, shared details Wednesday about Nebraska’s COVID-19
vaccination plans.
Pending FDA approval of the vaccines, Nebraska is expecting more than 100,000 COVID-19 vaccinations
in the next few weeks, Ling said.
Pfizer’s first shipment of 15,600 vaccinations is expected to arrive the week of Dec. 13, with 19,500
expected sometime between Dec. 20-26, and 23,400 more the week after that. Moderna is planning to
ship and 32,100 vaccines to Nebraska the week of Dec. 21, and 14,200 the following week. Ling said
that these were forecasted numbers, and could change.
The first vaccines will be given to healthcare providers, nurses, ancillary staff, home healthcare,
pharmacies, EMS, and other healthcare staff that are exposed to patients and infectious materials, Ling
said.
“It’s vitally important that those on the front lines in the fight against the pandemic stay as healthy as
possible and that we reduce their chances of spreading the virus,” she said.
As more vaccines are allocated, more Nebraskans will receive them, she said.
The state’s distribution plans are currently based on the population of Nebraskans ages 18 and older —
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not on the state’s Census numbers — because the vaccination is not expected to be distributed to
children for now, Ricketts said.
The state has also increased COVID-19 testing capacity in Omaha and Lincoln.
The number of deaths linked to the coronavirus jumped 62 in Nebraska on Tuesday as the state
reported nearly 2,000 more cases of COVID-19. The state reported 1,080 deaths and 1,787 new virus
cases Tuesday to give Nebraska a total of 130,194 cases of the virus since the pandemic began.
The number of people hospitalized with the virus declined again Tuesday to 869 from the previous day’s
907. That total is now more than 100 people lower than the record of 987 that was set on Nov. 20, but
it remains nearly four times higher than the level it was at two months ago.
By Gina Dvorak
 


WJAG: Nebraska to receive COVID vaccine soon
 
LINCOLN - Nebraska’s COVID-19 vaccine distribution plan was highlighted Wednesday.
During a press conference Angie Ling, Incident Commander for the Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Services said if both Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are approved, the state can expect just over
100,000 doses by the end of the year.
"December 13-19 we are anticipating the Pfizer vaccine of 15,600 (doses). The week of December 20-26
we are anticipating Pfizer vaccine 19,500 and Moderna 32,100. The week of December 27-31 Pfizer
vaccine 23,400 and Moderna 14,200."
Ling said they’re still going with the phased approach in distribution and the first allocations will focus
on healthcare personnel including EMS.
Governor Pete Ricketts added the general public most likely won’t get the vaccine until April.
By Nick Stevenson
 


NET: State Resumes Notifying Close Contacts After Catching Up On 2,600-Case Backlog
 
Nebraskans are no longer being asked to notify their own close contacts after testing positive for
COVID-19.
The state health department temporarily stopped calling those close contacts about two weeks ago as
part of the contact tracing process in order to catch up on a backlog of about 2,600 cases.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Wednesday that backlog is taken care of and normal contact tracing procedures
have resumed.
"The folks that maybe are not getting called on the day their test result comes in are the ones that come
in later in the day," Ricketts said. "We are getting to those folks, though, the majority of those calls on
the day they come in and we are resuming calling those close contacts."
Most contact tracing is handled by regional health departments, who are able to contact the state team
for help. Both state and regional contact tracers were overwhelmed with the recent surge in COVID-19
cases.
New cases of the virus are down about 30% over the past 14 days, but experts say another surge is
likely in the two to three weeks after Thanksgiving.
By Becca Costello
 


AP: Nurses wanted: Swamped hospitals scramble for pandemic help
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — U.S. hospitals slammed with COVID-19 patients are trying to lure nurses and
doctors out of retirement, recruiting students and new graduates who have yet to earn their licenses
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and offering eye-popping salaries in a desperate bid to ease staffing shortages.
With the virus surging from coast to coast, the number of patients in the hospital with the virus has
more than doubled over the past month to a record high of nearly 100,000, pushing medical centers
and health care workers to the breaking point. Nurses are increasingly burned out and getting sick on
the job, and the stress on the nation’s medical system prompted a dire warning from the head of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
“The reality is December and January and February are going to be rough times. I actually believe they
are going to be the most difficult time in the public health history of this nation,” Dr. Robert Redfield
said.
Governors in hard-hit states like Wisconsin and Nebraska are making it easier for retired nurses to come
back, including by waiving licensing requirements and fees, though it can be a tough sell for older
nurses, who would be in more danger than many of their colleagues if they contracted the virus.
Some are taking jobs that don’t involve working directly with patients to free up front-line nurses,
McMillan said.
Iowa is allowing temporary, emergency licenses for new nurses who have met the state’s educational
requirements but haven’t yet taken the state licensing exam. Some Minnesota hospitals are offering
winter internships to nursing students to boost their staffs. The internships are typically offered in the
summer but were canceled this year because of COVID-19.
Methodist Hospital in Minneapolis will place 25 interns for one to two months to work with COVID-19
patients, though certain tasks will remain off-limits, such as inserting IVs or urinary catheters, said Tina
Kvalheim, a nurse who runs the program.
“They’ll be fully supported in their roles so that our patients receive the best possible, safe care,”
Kvalheim said..
Landon Brown, 21, of Des Moines, Iowa, a senior nursing student at Minnesota State University,
Mankato, recently accepted an internship at the Mayo Clinic Health System in Mankato. He was
assigned to the pediatric unit’s medical-surgical area but said he might come across patients with the
coronavirus.
Brown’s resolve to help patients as a nurse was reaffirmed after his 90-year-old grandfather contracted
the virus and died over the weekend.
“The staff that he had were great, and they really took a lot of pressure off of my folks and my family,”
he said. “I think that if I can be that for another family, that would be great.”
The University of Iowa’s College of Nursing is also trying to get graduates into the workforce quickly. It
worked to fast-track students’ transcripts to the Iowa Board of Nursing so they could get licensed
sooner upon graduating, said Anita Nicholson, associate dean for undergraduate programs.
Nicholson said the college also scheduled senior internships earlier than normal and created a program
that allows students to gain hospital experience under a nurse’s supervision. Those students aren’t
caring for coronavirus patients, but their work frees up nurses to do so, Nicholson said.
“The sooner we can get our graduates out and into the workforce, the better,” she said.
Wausau, Wisconsin-based Aspirus Health Care is offering signing bonuses of up to $15,000 for nurses
with a year of experience.
Hospitals also are turning to nurses who travel from state to state. But that’s expensive, because
hospitals around the country are competing for them, driving salaries as high as $6,200 per week,
according to postings for travel nursing jobs.
April Hansen, executive vice president at San Diego-based Aya Healthcare, said there are now 31,000
openings for travel nurses, more than twice the number being sought when the pandemic surged in the
spring.
“It is crazy,” Hansen said. “It doesn’t matter if you are rural or urban, if you are an Indian health facility







or an academic medical center or anything in between. ... All facilities are experiencing increased
demand right now.”
Nurses who work in intensive care and on medical-surgical floors are the most in demand. Employers
also are willing to pay extra for nurses who can show up on short notice and work 48 or 60 hours per
week instead of the standard 36.
Laura Cutolo, a 32-year-old emergency room and ICU nurse from Gilbert, Arizona, began travel nursing
when the pandemic began, landing in New York during the deadliest stretch of the U.S. outbreak last
spring. She is now working in Green Bay, Wisconsin, and soon will return to New York.
She said she hopes her work will be an example to her children, now 2 and 5, when the crisis passes into
history and they read about it someday.
“If they ask me, ’Where were you?′ I can be proud of where I was and what I did,” Cutolo said.
Doctors are in demand, too.
“I don’t even practice anymore, and I’ve gotten lots of emails asking me to travel across the country to
work in ERs,” said Dr. Georges Benjamin, executive director of the American Public Health Association.
The outbreak in the U.S. is blamed for more than 270,000 deaths and 13.8 million confirmed infections.
New cases are running at over 160,000 a day on average, and deaths are up to more than 1,500 a day, a
level seen back in May, during the crisis in the New York City area. Several states reported huge
numbers of new cases Wednesday, including a combined 40,000 in California, Illinois and Florida alone.
States are seeing record-breaking surges in deaths, including Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky in the middle
of the country. Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear said the virus is “spreading like wildfire.”
A COVID-19 vaccine is expected to become available in a few weeks, and health care workers are likely
to be given priority for the first shots. That could make it easier for hospitals to recruit help.
To make room for the sickest, hard-hit institutions are sending home some COVID-19 patients who
otherwise would have been kept in the hospital. They are also canceling elective surgeries or sending
adult non-COVID-19 patients to pediatric hospitals.
A hospital system in Idaho is sending some COVID-19 patients home with iPads, supplemental oxygen,
blood pressure cuffs and oxygen monitors so they can finish recovering in their own beds. The
computer tablets enable nurses to check in with them, and the oxygen monitors automatically send
back vital information.
Across the U.S., hospitals are converting cafeterias, waiting rooms, even a parking garage to patient
treatment areas. Some states are opening field hospitals.
But that does nothing to ease the staffing shortage, especially in rural areas where officials say many
people aren’t taking basic precautions against the virus.
Dr. Eli Perencevich, an epidemiology and internal medicine professor at the University of Iowa, said
health care workers are paying the price for other people’s refusal to wear masks.
“It’s sending everyone to war, really,” he said. “We’ve decided as a society that we’re going to take all
the people in our health care system and pummel them because we have some insane idea about what
freedom really is.”
By Grant Schulte and Amy Forliti
 


OWH: After two public hearings, Papillion will vote on a mask mandate Thursday
 
After two consecutive nights of public debate over a potential mask mandate in Papillion, the City
Council on Wednesday decided to sleep on it before taking a vote.
About 40 people on Tuesday and Wednesday showed up to debate the proposed mandate, which as
written would require those ages 5 or older to wear masks in many indoor places. It includes the
exemptions that many Nebraska cities have included in their mask mandates.







The Papillion Board of Health has recommended the mask mandate.
The council needed a supermajority of six votes to waive a third reading and vote Wednesday, but only
five members voted for that option. Councilmen Jason Gaines, Steve Sunde and Bob Stubbe voted
against taking an immediate vote.
A final vote is scheduled for Thursday.
Medical experts and educators showed up Wednesday to support the mask requirement. Two
educators — Bret Brasfield, president of the Papillion La Vista Community Schools board, and Jared
Wagenknecht, vice president of the Papillion La Vista Education Association — said widespread mask-
wearing has helped keep teachers and students in the classroom.
“Our schools are only as safe as the conditions in our community,” Wagenknecht said.
Austin Blankman, a Papillion-La Vista South High School graduate who now works as a nurse in Des
Moines, said he made the drive home specifically to speak in support of the mandate.
Blankman spoke of his experience working as a nurse in New York City when the coronavirus was at its
worst there. He described horrible, “heartbreaking” 15-hour days watching people succumb to the
virus, bodies being stored in refrigerator trucks.
He said he doesn’t want to see that scene repeated in Nebraska — and masks are one way to help
prevent hospitals from becoming overrun.
More than a dozen people spoke against the mandate. Some questioned the science behind the
effectiveness of masks, while others said mandates are pitting community members against one
another.
One opponent, laundromat owner Peter Mayberry, was the first person in Omaha to receive a
citation for violating Omaha’s mask mandate.
Mayberry, who owns Anytime Laundry, said he believes the virus is real but doesn’t believe the
government should be requiring people to wear masks.
“You’re putting people in impossible situations,” Mayberry said.
Melissa Panko, a member of Papillion’s Library Board, said a high number of people in Papillion already
wear masks and questioned why a mandate was necessary.
Councilman Tom Mumgaard said many laws are designed for the minority of people who don’t act
responsibly.
“One of the obligations we have as elected officials is to lead people to responsible behavior,”
Mumgaard said.
By Reece Ristau
 


Fremont Tribune: Recently enacted health directive 'would just be extremely hard to
prosecute', Getzschman says
 
Mayor Scott Getzschman said prosecution for failing to comply with the recently enacted health
directive mandating mask usage in Fremont is unlikely during a Tuesday interview.
Getzschman joined Tara Lea, executive director of the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce, and Terra
Uhing, executive director of Three Rivers Public Health Department, during Lea’s weekly “Tuesdays with
Tara” Zoom call held over Facebook.
The directive was put in place by the Fremont Board of Health last Friday during an emergency meeting.
The board, made up of Getzschman, City Councilmember Susan Jacobus, Chief of Police Jeff Elliott and
Dr. Richard Seitz of Methodist Fremont Health, passed the directive on a 3-1 vote.
Failing to comply with the directive could be classified as a misdemeanor offense under the city’s
municipal code, which could result in a fine of up to $1,000 or up to three months in prison.
Despite that, Getzschman said it is unlikely that prosecution from the county attorney, in most cases, is
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unlikely.
“It’s a lot more difficult to file charges and you would be warned multiple times before any charges are
filed,” he said. “It would just be extremely hard to prosecute.”
The Board of Health has the power to implement such a health directive, Getzschman said during the
meeting.
In March, the city enforced a separate directed health measure handed down from Gov. Pete Ricketts,
which limited the number of people allowed to gather in a room and required restaurants and bars to
temporarily close their dining service.
Getzschman said the board took time to listen to Seitz as he discussed the number of COVID-19 cases
entering Methodist Fremont Health.
“We wanted to hear just how booked up the hospital is,” Getzschman said. “What is the capacity of the
hospital? Are we gaining ground or are we losing ground?”
He said the hospital is at a point where it is “just stable,” meaning that Methodist Fremont Health can’t
afford to take any more patients.
“Typically, by the end of the day, someway, somehow someone is released and then they can bring on
another patient but it’s just too close,” Getzschman said.
Tight margins at the city’s hospital, along with concerns raised by the general public due to the lack of a
mandate, ultimately led to the directive being enacted.
Implementing a health directive doesn’t mean the mandate has been been codified. Unlike an
ordinance that would typically go through city council during the course of three readings before being
codified into law, the directive is a temporary action that can be enacted immediately through the
board of health.
He said the goal was to introduce the directive, monitor its effectiveness during the following week and
ultimately re-convene on Friday to discuss any potential further steps.
“Hopefully we’ll determine whether we need to go further,” he said. “I truly think that the directive is
enough and that Fremont can move forward with the directive. I think it’s definitely making a difference
in our community.”
By Noah Johnson
 


GII: Police will respond to complaints about noncompliance with mask mandate
 
Enforcing Grand Island’s new mask mandate is largely the duty of the people in charge at local
businesses.
Grand Island Police Department officers won’t respond to a mask violation unless it has first been
brought to the attention of the manager.
“If someone has a complaint about someone not wearing a mask, they are to go to the business
manager. That’s the first step,” said Grand Island police Capt. Jim Duering. “So we will respond if a
business has already intervened and is not getting compliance.”
Businesses that allow people to not wear masks risk being charged as a public nuisance.
“We will respond if the complaint is against the business not enforcing it,” Duering said. “The property
owner of the business is really the first line where most of that should be taking place.”
The citywide COVID-19 prevention ordinance went into effect last week and remains in effect until Feb.
23, unless extended by the Grand Island City Council. The ordinance requires people to wear masks
when indoors at premises open to the general public within city limits.
Police have received two or three calls about mask enforcement.
“We’re not responding unless there’s already been some intervention and compliance isn’t being
gained,” Duering said. “In most cases, the people either put their mask on or they leave. And it really







doesn’t involve the police at that point.”
The ordinance doesn’t apply to private residences unless they are accessible to the public.
“So I suppose if you’re having an open-door party, maybe that would be an issue,” Duering said. “But it
really is geared toward publicly accessible properties.”
People who do not wear masks risk a $25 fine plus court costs, a total of $74.
Children younger than 5 are not required to wear masks.
People also are not required to wear masks while seated at a bar or restaurant when they are
immediately having food or drink.
People communicating with other people who are deaf or hard of hearing, or who have a disability or
medical condition that makes communication while wearing a face covering difficult, are also exempt,
as long as a 6-feet distance or more is maintained.
At fitness centers, people are not required to wear masks while exercising or swimming.
By Jeff Bahr
 


LJS: Lancaster County reports 3 additional COVID-19 deaths
 
Local health officials reported three more coronavirus-linked deaths on Wednesday, pushing this week's
death toll in Lancaster County alone to 12.
Of the 85 reported deaths locally since the first case was reported in Lancaster County in February, 14%
have come this week. At least five of those whose deaths were confirmed this week lived in long-term
care facilities.
Those deaths announced Wednesday included a man in his 60s and a man and woman in their 90s,
according to a news release.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported 298 additional COVID-19 cases on
Wednesday afternoon, pushing the local total to 17,453.
Although the number of new cases has slowed from peaks over recent weeks, the positivity rate for test
results returned since Sunday stands at 37.4%, the highest mark to date.
There are now 98 residents of Lancaster County hospitalized in Lincoln with COVID-19, and 167 total
coronavirus patients.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 2,336 new cases in the state on
Wednesday, bringing the total to 132,530. A total of 853 COVID-19 patients are currently hospitalized.
There were 48 COVID-19-related deaths on Wednesday and the total now stands at 1,128. 
By Todd Henrichs
 


Platte River Radio: South Heartland District Health Department Reports 3 New COVID
Related Deaths; Risk Dial Drops
 
HASTINGS – South Heartland District Health Department (SHDHD) officials reported three more COVID-
19-related deaths of previously reported cases, bringing the health district total to thirty-three (33).
SHDHD does not report deaths until the department receives notification regarding cause of death on
the death certificate.
SHDHD Executive Director Michele Bever reported that the deaths were Adams County residents – a
man in his 70s who was hospitalized, and two women, one in her 60s and one in her 80s, both with
underlying health conditions. “We extend our condolences to these families who lost loved ones to
COVID-19,” she said.
Bever also reported South Heartland’s COVID-19 risk dial remains in the red zone, dropping to 3.0 from
3.3 the previous week. “While the number of COVID hospitalized patients remains high in our district,







the percentage decreased from the previous week and ICU bed availability in the district improved over
the course of last week,” she said. In addition, there was a dip in overall number of positive tests
reported last week to 250 compared to more than 330 the previous week.  However, Bever reported
that “last week’s positivity (percent positive tests) increased to 15.6%, and we received a record 83
positive test results yesterday (Tuesday). These are the factors keeping the risk dial in the red,” she said.
Today, hospitals in South Heartland district were caring for twenty-one (21) patients with COVID-19.
Overall, 58% of inpatients were COVID-positive and 18% of the staffed intensive care unit beds were
available.  The district’s hospital capacity metrics can be accessed from SHDHD’s COVID-19 dashboard.
Bever said there are nine (9) long term care facilities (LTCFs) in the South Heartland district with staff,
residents, or both who have tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 2 weeks. LTCFs with outbreaks
work directly with a team of professionals with the Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and
Promotion Program (ICAP) at the University of Nebraska Medical Center to manage the outbreaks.
As of Wednesday, thirteen school districts in Adams, Clay, Nuckolls and Webster counties were affected
by COVID-19. Overall, there were more than 175 students and staff out from PreK-12 schools including
twenty-eight individuals (22 students, 6 staff) in isolation due to testing positive for COVID-19.
Bever said due to high demand for COVID testing in the district, TestNebraska options are expanding in
South Heartland’s counties. Hastings Convenient Care lengthened hours on Saturdays and added
Sunday hours: S/Su 8:45AM – 10:45 AM, and is adding some weekday afternoons. Mary Lanning
continues TestNebraska M-F 10AM-12PM, Brodstone Hospital continues MWF 9-10AM, and Webster
County Community Hospital is launching a TestNebraska site beginning the middle of December. Check
the TestNebraska website (testnebraska.com) for current schedules for all TestNebraska sites. Testing is
free through TestNebraska.
The levels of risk for COVID-19 spread are indicated on the risk dial as low (0-1.0, green), moderate (1.0-
2.0, yellow), elevated (2.0-3.0, orange) and severe (3.0-4.0, red). The COVID Risk Dial & Community
Guidance can be found on SHDHD webpages at www.southheartlandhealth.org. South Heartland
District case counts and trends can be found on SHDHD’s dashboard of local COVID-19 case statistics.
This dashboard, along with updates, guidance, news releases and other COVID-19 information and links
can be found on the SHDHD website: www.southheartlandhealth.org. The Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) provides daily updates to Nebraska’s coronavirus COVID-19 cases on
their Data Dashboard at http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.
 


LJS: Chief notes restraint shown by Lincoln officers in riot response, says force was justified
 
A review by Lincoln police of the five days of unrest arising from protests last summer found several
tactical shortcomings but determined nearly all force used was justified. 
Police documented nearly 300 instances between May 29 and June 2 when officers used force in
response to rioting that erupted from what had been peaceful protests over the killing of George Floyd
at the hands of a Minneapolis police officer. 
Over those five days, members of the Lancaster County Sheriff's Office, the Nebraska State Patrol and
Nebraska National Guard joined Lincoln police in efforts to secure government buildings, protect
protesters and break up unruly crowds, sometimes deploying tear gas, rubber bullets and pepperballs. 
The review of hours of video from police, surveillance cameras in the area, news media and social media
sources found no criminal actions by law enforcement, Police Chief Jeff Bliemeister told reporters at a
briefing Wednesday. 
But small groups of violent protesters used the cover of the crowds to throw rocks, glass bottles,
gasoline and fireworks and shoot paintballs, BBs and even bullets at officers during late-night
demonstrations, police said. 
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"There was remarkable restraint shown by Lincoln police officers; there was resiliency shown,"
Bliemeister said. "And it really goes back to all of our staff were focused on (affording) an opportunity
for individuals to protest police violence that had occurred across the country."
Only one of the 38 instances where Lincoln police officers used force over the five days violated
department policy. 
In that case, an officer targeted by fireworks did not properly identify the culprit before firing a rubber
bullet in response, the chief said.  
The officer involved was disciplined but no longer works for the department for reasons unrelated to
the use-of-force investigation, the chief said. 
The Sheriff's Office and State Patrol also reviewed actions of law enforcement during the protests but
did not provide detailed reports to the Journal Star.
The review by Lincoln police noted members of multiple agencies fired rubber bullets in response to
criminal activity, but Assistant Chief Brian Jackson said LPD's investigation couldn't directly attribute any
significant injuries to a specific agency or officer. 
Several protesters, including a woman whose nose needed to be stapled back on, have filed tort claims
against the city seeking unspecified damages for the injuries they suffered. 
The five nights of unrest prompted the first deployment of Lincoln's riot control unit, called its Field
Force Team, in 15 years. 
None of the team's members have responded to a similar event during their careers. The last events
similar to the five days of unrest in Lincoln came in 1975, following the killing of Sherdell Lewis by a
Lancaster County Sheriff's deputy, according to police. 
Though the Field Force Team trains annually, it has not trained for events lasting as long as the ones it
experienced last summer, Jackson said. 
Lincoln Police Department officials provided a nearly three-hour presentation about their review to
reporters Wednesday, though they redacted some information involved in ongoing criminal
investigations, civil lawsuits and sensitive law enforcement tactics. 
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird, Lincoln City Council members, Lancaster County commissioners and
members of the city's police oversight board received similar briefings in small groups earlier this year.  
Asked for her response by the Journal Star, Gaylor Baird said the police department's review of the
unrest, riots and its response reaffirmed the great work of Lincoln police and showed its commitment to
improvement. 
She remains confident the police department is prepared to appropriately respond to any future
events. 
Lessons learned
Posting armored officers outside the Hall of Justice, as police did May 30 and 31, wasn't valuable, and
standoffs between the Field Force Team and protesters only escalated things, the review found. 
Because police buildings had become targets in other cities, law enforcement monitoring those
developments focused on preventing damage to the Hall of Justice, which houses the Lincoln Police
Department and Lancaster County Sheriff's Office. 
Having armored officers standing in front of the building didn't deter crime, Jackson said. 
The Journal Star reported Wednesday that six shots were fired into the Hall of Justice as officers stood
in front of the building May 30, and rioters shot into a nearby building and set fires and broke windows
at other buildings along Lincoln Mall while police were present, causing several million dollars' damage,
he said. 
But on June 1, law enforcement leadership decided to keep officers inside, and though a crowd formed
outside the building, it broke up after one demonstrator threw a bottle at the Hall of Justice, the
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assistant chief said. 
Entering the days of unrest, Lincoln police officers had not expected to become the target of violence,
the chief added. 
'"I don't think we were as prepared as we could have been," Bliemeister told reporters Wednesday. 
In hindsight, Jackson said police should have collected some of the projectiles thrown at them to help
communicate to the public the threats they faced.
And Bliemeister said the decision to wait months to publicize that an officer had been shot at during the
protests followed the department's typical approach. 
"We release information to identify those that are responsible for crimes, not to say 'I'm a victim of a
crime,'" the chief said.
Because the law enforcement response encompassed several agencies, Lincoln Police say future
responses should ensure outside agencies understand the mission and plan, he added. 
Additional video footage, audio support and lighting could also help during times of unrest, the review
found. 
To that end, police stationed mobile lights outside of the Hall of Justice surrounding Election Day as
national concerns of potential unrest hung in the air. 
Nationwide, similar riots last summer prompted some legislators to consider banning the use of tear gas
by police.
And while video of law enforcement using tear gas and foam bullets to disperse crowds on Lincoln
streets shook up some residents and local policymakers, the city recently moved to purchase additional
rounds of tear gas and other crowd-dispersal munitions. 
On Wednesday, Bliemeister said the tools they used to disperse crowds played a pivotal role after
requests for people to leave failed and as violence and destruction continued. 
"Does it work? Yes, and that’s why it’s used," Councilman Roy Christensen said, as he pushed back
against the narrative that a peaceful protest was wantonly tear-gassed. 
Councilwoman Sändra Washington and Councilman Bennie Shobe, who are Black and each grew up on
the heels of the civil rights movement of the 1960s, said they had concerns after seeing the images of
law enforcement using tear gas and rubber bullets those nights. 
But the review by police demonstrated to them the threats officers needed to react to in real time, both
said. 
"It is hard to watch tear gas and rubber bullets being used," Washington said. "But in instances where
police feel threatened, I really want the least harmful methods for crowd disbursement to be used." 
Scott Hatfield, a bar owner who serves on the mayor's Citizen Police Advisory Board, said he, too, was
initially skeptical of the actions by law enforcement. 
But Hatfield said he left his briefing feeling the department took an honest look at the actions of its
officers, adding they did the best they could under difficult circumstances, especially considering
someone in the crowd is believed to have shot a high-powered rifle in their direction.
Lincoln police have specific use-of-force policies and have made them publicly available, Hatfield said,
including policies requiring deescalation, banning certain neck restraints and requiring warnings before
firing a weapon.
Katie Ryan of Campaign Zero, a Colorado-based nonprofit advocating for best practices in policing, said
Lincoln is in compliance with seven of eight policies the group calls "basic protections against police
violence."
Ryan added that Lincoln should be commended for making its policies public.
"The use-of-force policy, or the response-to-resistance policy, is essentially a contract that outlines how
officers should engage with the community," Ryan said. "It's a public document, and there's no reason
the way officers are expected to operate in the community should be under a cloak."







Sheriff's Office conducted own review
The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office performed its own review looking at the department’s tactical
response during protests, but Chief Deputy Ben Houchin declined the Journal Star’s request to see it.
“We did learn a lot as a department, but we don’t want out in public what our strategies are,” Houchin
said in an interview last month.
Houchin said the review highlighted some things the sheriff’s office would do differently, but added
deputies would respond to similar events in much the same way.
Criticized for a May 31 scuffle where he appeared to pull two women down by their hair in front of the
Hall of Justice, the chief deputy said he wishes none of that would have occurred.
If people would have obeyed the 8 p.m. curfew, Houchin said “a lot of that would have been resolved.”
“By no means did any of us in law enforcement want it to get to that point,” he said.
But officers could not ignore what happened a night earlier, when millions of dollars of damage was
done to buildings along Lincoln Mall.
There’s no playbook for responding to events like that, Houchin said.
So law enforcement worked to clear the area using chemical agents, then aimed bean bag rounds and
40-millimeter foam rounds at individuals they said were “causing issues,” according to Houchin.
The order was to use those options on someone who was about to, in the process of, or who had just
thrown a bottle or rock toward officers.
“Thank God, as an agency and as a community, we don’t have a whole lot of experience in dealing with
those kinds of things,” he said. “And we did learn from those things about how we are going to respond
to them.”
State patrol: 'No policy violations'
Nebraska State Patrol spokesman Cody Thomas said the agency deferred to Lincoln Police and the
Lancaster County Sheriff's Office in its response to the events of May 30-June 1.
"However, NSP did conduct a review of NSP operations during that time period and found no policy
violations," Thomas wrote in an email.
A request from the Journal Star for more information about the internal review went unanswered. 
The patrol also denied a public-records request seeking a copy of its policy for using tear gas, foam
bullets and other nonlethal munitions, citing an exemption in state law for "when the records constitute
... strategic or tactical information used in law enforcement training."
The Journal Star appealed to the Nebraska Attorney General's Office, which upheld the denial.
Capt. Jason Scott, in an affidavit to the attorney general's office, said releasing the policies would allow
"the public to equip themselves with certain items that can make our less-lethal options ineffective."
Experts who study policing say the argument that making use-of-force policies public could jeopardize
the safety of officers is tenuous, however.
Justin Nix, an associate professor of criminology and criminal justice at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha, said the best practice is to make policies outlining when and what force can be used easily
accessible.
That was a recommendation that came out of the Obama Administration's Task Force on 21st Century
Policing, Nix said.
"The one thing that sets policing apart from all other professions is that we authorize officers to use
force (i.e. violence) when necessary," Nix said in an email. "But how can we hold agencies accountable if
they keep their policies hidden from us?"
Nix noted that many police agencies, including those in Lincoln and Omaha, do make their policies
readily available.
By Riley Johnson, Chris Dunker and Lori Pilger
 







OWH: Fragmented company to come together on huge Papillion site
 
A fast-growing Omaha company currently spread throughout 14 buildings, including a former roller
skating rink, has landed a spacious new home that will put its 200-plus workers under one roof.
Midwest Laboratories, founded 45 years ago, has announced that it will move to the 27-acre Papillion
campus that Infogroup evacuated earlier this year when COVID-19 hit.
Infogroup leaders opted to sell their tailor-made property and pivot to a mostly virtual operation.
The decision by Midwest Labs to take over the 176,000-square-foot facility southwest of Cornhusker
Road and 72nd Street has Papillion officials thrilled.
Mayor David Black said he was worried initially that such a big corporate headquarters — rare in that it
is the largest single-floor office building in the metro area — might sit empty for years.
“It’s just a huge win,” he said, to have a “solid, family-owned Nebraska-based business” come forward in
that short amount of time.
For Midwest Labs, the consolidated location is hailed as an opportunity for greater efficiencies and
quality control of tests it conducts on farm soil, plants, pet and human food, fuel and more.
No longer will employees have to run carts or tote materials between buildings clustered on three
different blocks, said second-generation owner Brent Pohlman, who took the reins from father Kennard
Pohlman. The younger Pohlman said he took his dad to tour the facility this week, and his dad was
amazed.
“He said, ‘I’ve never seen a laboratory this big in my life.’ I think he was a little overwhelmed by the
whole thing.”
Substantial construction is ahead to transform the sprawling complex with numerous meeting areas and
1,100 outdoor parking stalls into a functional lab. But chief executive Pohlman described it as the
perfect place for continued growth of the company whose head count jumped by 100% in the past two
years.
Business bumped up despite the pandemic, in part because of a contract with Costco’s new chicken
plant in Fremont, Pohlman said. He said, for instance, that hand sanitizer demand led to an uptick in
alcohol testing, and more at-home dining increased food testing.
Indeed, he said, the company of 208 full-time employees added another work shift and nearly 100
seasonal, temporary workers to handle the boom.
“We are busting at the seams.”
Unlike many employers contemplating heavier reliance on virtual operations when the pandemic clears,
Pohlman said Midwest Labs wants to unite its workforce.
“After all that we have been through during this pandemic, working remotely, and limiting exposure of
employees by reducing our contact across campus, the goal is to bring everyone back together as one
family on one campus,” he said.
This is the company’s second move since launching in 1975 in three rooms of a building at 120th Street
and West Center Road. Five years later, Midwest Labs moved to its current headquarters, 13611 B St.
Over the following four decades, the company bought up multiple properties in a three-block radius,
most recently the SkateDaze building and Steamfitters & Plumbers hall, said Kayla Simms, director of
sales and client relations.
Collectively, the campus structures provide testing and analysis for agriculture, pet food, human food
and beverages, fuel and environmental industries.
With continued growth expected — Pohlman foresees hiring up to 100 more full-timers within five
years — the company studied various on-site renovations including building a tunnel system. The cost
was too high, Pohlman said.
He said the one-story configuration of the facility at 1020 East 1st St. in Papillion’s Business and
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Technology Park is ideal for lab processing.
The property was on the market for $8.8 million, though Pohlman declined to reveal the price paid. He
said the company continues to receive tax breaks awarded years ago through the Nebraska Advantage
Act but did not seek additional local incentives.
Midwest Labs currently is seeking an architect and evaluating how best to use the space. Construction
and renovation are to take place over the next few years with transition to be complete by 2025.
Pohlman said there would be no disruption of services in the meantime.
Papillion’s mayor said the suburban city’s newest corporate resident should benefit ongoing efforts to
redevelop its downtown. He said that having a couple of hundred employees less than a mile away is a
plus for restaurants, shops and civic activities.
“They’re a very highly respected Nebraska business,” Black said. “Proud to have them.”
Pohlman said the company’s growth trajectory could mean a 24/7 operation in the future. Simms said
the company typically brings on 400 new clients a month.
“We’re really focusing on growth, on building and sustaining what we can do,” Pohlman said. “We’re in
an exciting time.”
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


OWH: Pitch Pizzeria pays over $93,000 in back wages after labor violations
 
Pitch Pizzeria has paid 55 employees a total of $93,304 in back wages to resolve violations of the Fair
Labor Standards Act’s overtime requirements, according to a U.S. Department of Labor press release.
In an investigation, the department’s Wage and Hour Division found violations at all three Pitch
locations, two in Omaha and one in Scottsdale, Arizona.
The restaurant’s parent company, United Holding Group LLC, also paid a penalty of $2,049 for violating
child labor provisions of the labor standards act.
The investigation found multiple violations of overtime rules. It also determined that the company was
breaking child labor requirements by employing 15-year-olds to work past 7 p.m. and for more than
three hours on school days, the press release said.
The labor department said Pitch failed to accurately report hours employees worked as well as bonuses
and tips received.
Attempts to reach an official at United Holding Group were not immediately successful.
By Betsie Freeman
 


OWH Editorial: Omaha must find a viable legal balance in managing street protests
 
The Constitution’s requirements sometimes present government leaders with headaches. They must
make sure that state and local laws pass constitutional muster, and when a law fails that test, it must be
rewritten. That appears to be the case with the City of Omaha’s current ordinance that bans protesters
from obstructing city streets.
The Omaha ordinance is quite similar to a St. Louis ordinance that a federal judge ruled unconstitutional
this year, Douglas County Judge Marcena Hendrix said last week. Citing that legal background, Hendrix
struck down the Omaha ordinance, calling it “overly broad” and in too great a conflict with
constitutionally protected speech rights under the First Amendment.
The ordinance that Hendrix struck down in dismissing charges from July against 25 Black Lives Matter
demonstrators makes it “unlawful for any person purposely or knowingly to obstruct any highway or
other public passage, whether alone or with others, without being licensed or privileged to do so.”
It’s entirely sensible — and warranted — for a municipality to have an ordinance in place to prohibit the
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protracted blocking of public rights of way by demonstrations. At the same time, such legal restrictions
must steer clear of trampling on the First Amendment.
Omaha is appealing Hendrix’s ruling. Unless her decision is overturned, the best course for Omaha is to
find a viable model law and adopt it here. It’s important to strike the needed balance.
 


OWH Editorial: Global Water for Food Institute is a good example of NU vision
 
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the University of Nebraska’s Daugherty Water for Food
Institute, which has earned a global reputation for cutting-edge research and cooperative projects to
better understand water science and strengthen agricultural sustainability.
Since its beginning in 2010, the institute has developed partnerships around the world, with projects in
58 countries. Nations use the institute’s detailed Yield Gap and Water Productivity Atlas to improve crop
production, water use and land use planning. The institute’s drought vulnerability assessment training
has helped a wide range of countries.
The institute provides NU leaders with a long-term lesson on how to structure strategic initiatives in
effective ways to open up new academic opportunities and contribute constructively to society. NU
identified a key niche (water science/water policy) in which it excels. It established a major public-
private partnership with Valmont Industries. It built contacts and partnerships nationally and worldwide.
Now it’s recognized as a global leader on water issues, with the momentum still building.
This is a notable example of Nebraska vision and achievement, to be studied and emulated.
 


OWH Preston Love Jr.: Attack ads and big spending don't get to the real world underlying
political campaigns
 
For the 2020 general election campaign, I had a special opportunity to observe my Nebraska
communities from a unique viewpoint.
As an African American Democrat in a predominately Republican state and as an emergency U.S. Senate
candidate for a brief 50 days, raising less than $5,000 and lacking adequate time to create a campaign
structure, my candidacy was unusual, to say the least. But in that time, I witnessed the complexity, the
frailties and yet potential of our time, in this very splintered world. I was able to see our Nebraska
communities in all of our rawness.
My campaign theme was simple and intended to have a charm by the use of my name: “There Needs to
be Love in the Senate.” But a takeaway of my campaign is that adding love to our policy is a profound
and serious need.
A real world lies beneath a campaign. Whether it be the campaign for Senate or any other office, the
realities are sitting there waiting for attention. Campaigns focusing on attack ads, wonderful television
advertising of make believe, raising and spending vast amounts of money, overlook the deep, real-world
needs of many.
During my journey, I interacted and spoke with people enduring horrible stress, mental health
challenges and pain in communities all over Nebraska because of COVID, poverty, lack of jobs, lack of
food, health disparities, incarceration and lack of knowledge about available resources. It all contributes
to the growth of hopelessness. A bitter lesson.
In meeting Nebraskans over the past two months, I noted:
• The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, driving a significant desire of voters not to go to the polls, or
even focus on the rigors, dangers and responsibility of voting.
• The impact of the leader of our executive branch of government. No matter what your party
affiliation, pro or con to Trump, I would guess that we all can agree that the injection of misinformation







and personal-tics instead of poli-tics made this a most unusual election.
• Racial division, captured in the concept of Black Lives Matter, death of Blacks at police hands and
manifested in the heightened demand for justice, change and reform, and fueled by the rise of White
supremacists and anarchists, who would love to see the races not only divide, but go to war and tear
this country to shreds.
• Worry about the re-emergence nationally of what could be called “the New Jim Crow of Voter
Suppression,” which in some states includes targeted purging of voter rolls, threats to the Postal
Service’s delivery of voter mail, increased voter intimidation, undermining confidence in the voting
process and saying the election would be “fixed,” reduction in polling places and drop boxes in some
states — all creating a threat to democracy.
To be a candidate for the U.S. Senate in the midst of all these historic factors was a strange destiny. The
clarity that arose for me was that, simply, there is a great human need for hope, healing, reconciliation
of our differences, and yes, love.
The clear lesson of my journey is the need to change. It was entirely unpredictable that my humble,
moneyless write-campaign would receive a Nebraska record 62,000 write-in votes. It is remarkable, but
clear, that my votes represented a peephole into the hearts and minds of many, who used my campaign
as a way to cry out. A cry to campaigns, “You don’t need to waste money and waste the voters’ time
attacking and spending.” That in spite of the all the efforts to retard voting, we voted in record numbers
as a sign, a cry for help. If we as communities do not address the cries now, sexism, injustice, racism,
hate and poverty will reign supreme.
A call to action: We need public, private and grassroots leadership. We must stop dancing around
solutions to the raw needs so easily seen in our communities. Together we can close the gaps of jobs,
justice, divisiveness, disparities, opportunity, equity and inclusion. Come together, committed but
knowing there is struggle in change. Reach out to credible and trusted sources. I suggest we take a
mental inventory of how far we have come and how little progress we’ve actually made since the last
breath of George Floyd. I will also say this in closing, that in words of James Weldon Johnson, creator of
the anthem, “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” we should “Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has
taught us,” and “Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.” Let’s make history.
Preston Love Jr. is a longtime Omaha civic engagement activist who also teaches black studies at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. His role as a community columnist was suspended during his write-in
Senate campaign, which came after the Nebraska Democratic Party disavowed primary winner Chris
Janicek and endorsed Love.
 


OWH: Fairness: Do the math
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts was reported in the World-Herald Dec. 1 as favoring a one-candidate-take-all
Electoral College system for our fair state. Under existing rules, Nebraska allots its votes minimally
proportionally, with one vote going to the winner of each congressional district, and two more going to
the winner of the state as a whole. Thus, in the 2020 election, four votes were allotted to Donald Trump
and one to Joe Biden, who won the 2nd District, where most of the voters live in or near Omaha.
Rickets justified the appeal of the take-all system as “more fair to our voters in the state.” What does
the governor mean, exactly, by “fair”? About 330,000 people statewide voted for Biden (39.1%). Is it
“fair,” in Gov. Ricketts’ calculus, to give Trump — who received 58.7% — 100% of Nebraska’s Electoral
College votes? Even with a system the governor believes is “unfair,” Biden received only 20% of
Nebraska’s electoral votes.
If we really want to be fair, and give each vote equal weight, try this electoral math: zero to 20% equals
one vote; 20 to 40% equals two; 40 to 60% equals three; 60 to 80% equals four, and 80 to 100% equals







five. That formula would make Nebraska a shining light of fairness, proportional representation, and
one person, one vote. What could be “more fair”?
Bruce E. Johansen, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 12/3: COVID-19 widens gaps in care for those with disabilities
 
COVID-19 didn't create the chasm between society's haves and have-nots, but it did expose it while also
revealing the fault lines that threaten to further widen this divide.
A recent survey by Disability Rights Nebraska found higher risk and less support for people with mental
and physical disabilities in the midst of the pandemic.
Disability Rights Nebraska had been investigating conditions for nine months and last week released its
report and call for action on the needs still affecting too many Nebraskans.
It also found areas of weakness in high-density areas like the state's correctional institutions and its
meatpacking plants -- places that are inhabited by many people of color and were hit hard by the
coronavirus.
The survey provided a harsh look at how people living in the care of the state -- group homes, assisted-
living facilities and nursing homes and prisons -- have been impacted by the pandemic.
Tania Diaz, legal director for Disability Rights Nebraska, said that the state left behind people with
disabilities and the impact, she added, has been fatal.
According to the report, the shortcomings appear in many forms -- from people not having reliable
access to enough affordable, nutritious food to critical staffing shortages in facilities that house people
with disabilities. In addition, there have been challenges in getting staff workers the personal protective
equipment needed to keep them safe.
Society has a responsibility to look after the impoverished while meeting the needs of the at-risk
segment of our population. However, merely shutting them off from society as a means of protecting
them is not the perfect solution, one facility administrator said in the survey.
"You can just see them wilting from the lack of human interaction," the administrator said. "And while
staff is trying hard, we can't be in everyone's room enough to make up for their family and friends."
The virus has created a pick-your-poison type of dilemma that has made an already-challenging job
seem impossible.
There are important lessons to be gleaned from the tragedies of 2020.
This "Widening Divide," as the report is named, should prompt leaders to take corrective measures.
Targeting dense living conditions and work environments and overcrowded classrooms would go a long
way toward mitigating the spread of viruses -- not just during the pandemic but each year during flu
season.
Learning from the heartache of 2020 -- especially in state-run facilities -- can be a silver lining to this
dark cloud that the coronavirus has brought.
It's the first step to narrowing a gap that has led to too much tragedy.
 


Scottsbluff SH: Gov. Ricketts needs to roll back measures
 
Monument Prevention Coalition has joined other coalitions across the country to call on governors to
roll back temporary measures put into place in response to COVID-19 that expanded alcohol availability
across the country, including two Executive Orders issued by Governor Ricketts in March. The first
allows curbside pickup of alcohol and the second expanded alcohol-to-go to cocktails and other mixed
drinks. These exemptions must be reversed as soon as businesses return to normal operations.
Nebraska ranks among the top five worst states in the country for its rates of binge drinking and self-



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2Flifestyles%2Fhealth-med-fit%2Fhealth%2Fgap-in-covid-19-testing-services-leaving-behind-nebraskans-with-disabilities-report-finds%2Farticle_2cb4d306-b80b-55c6-bd98-4dc597071f84.html&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C1fbd32c6f8e94412262b08d897969a92%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637426020399442255%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=L0k6035cj6%2FusLBmgyYbWc43431pffkSxZylPrmw%2Bbg%3D&reserved=0





reported drunk driving. At a time like this when mental health is increasingly important, we should be
reducing alcohol availability given that studies have reported higher rates of depression, suicidal
ideation, and domestic violence during the pandemic. Alcohol is a risk factor for all of them.
The alcohol industry will surely try to capitalize on this moment and push for these changes to be made
permanent next year when new legislative bills are introduced. Monument Prevention Coalition
strongly supports strengthening science-based policies to prevent further harms from alcohol. We’d
urge community members to share their thoughts on this issue with Senator Tom Briese, who chairs the
committee that deals with alcohol policy, via e-mail at tbriese@leg.ne.gov or at 402-471-2631.
Lanette Richards
Executive Director
Monument Prevention Coalition
 


AP: Fed reports slowing US economic activity due to virus surge
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A Federal Reserve survey of business conditions around the country found that
economic activity in several regions slowed in November as coronavirus cases surged.
The Fed report released Wednesday said that overall, the Fed's 12 regional banks characterized the
economic expansion as “modest or moderate." But it noted that three Midwest regions and the
Philadelphia region reported activity had begun to cool in early November as COVID-19 cases surged.
Four districts reported “little or no growth” during November, while five others reported that activity
remained well below pre-pandemic levels in some sectors.
Kathy Bostjancic, chief U.S. financial economist for Oxford Economics, said the latest Fed survey showed
the recovery continues to be uneven across many sectors of the economy.
The report said that among the sectors doing better were manufacturing, housing construction and
existing home sales. But banks said there had been deterioration in their loans, particularly those to
retailers and the leisure and hospitality industries.
The report said that most districts found that local businesses' optimism has “waned,” with many citing
concerns about the wave of virus cases and renewed lockdown restrictions. The report also said there
was concern about the looming expiration dates for government support programs, including extended
unemployment benefits and the moratoriums that have been in place on evictions and foreclosures.
The report, known as the beige book, will be used by Fed officials when they hold their last meeting of
the year on Dec. 15-16 to discuss possible changes to the central bank's interest-rate policies.
In response to the deep recession brought on when the virus struck with force in March, the Fed
slashed its key interest rate to a record low and began buying billions of dollars in Treasury bonds and
mortgage-backed securities to put downward pressure on long-term rates.
The Fed is expected to maintain its ultra-low interest rates over the next three years. But it may also
decide as soon as this month's meeting to expand the support it is providing through its bond
purchases, especially if Congress is unable to pass further economic relief legislation in the lame-duck
session.
At a congressional hearing Wednesday, Fed Chairman Jerome Powell said that increased support from
Congress is needed as a bridge between the current economic troubles and the time next year when a
virus vaccine is expected to be widely available.
The new Fed survey said that while employment increased during November, the pace of job gains was
slow at best.
Many of the Fed's business "contacts noted that the sharp rise in Covid-19 cases had precipitated more
school and plant closings and renewed fears of infection, which have further aggravated labor supply
problems,” the report said. “Providing for childcare and virtual schooling needs was widely cited as a
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significant and growing issue for the workforce, especially for women.”
The Fed survey said that the staffing issues had prompted some companies to extend greater
accommodations for flexible work schedules.
The Philadelphia district reported that sharply rising COVID-19 cases in November had “heightened
concerns over anticipated layoffs, foreclosures, evictions and bankruptcies.”
The Fed's St. Louis regional bank, meanwhile, reported that conditions had deteriorated toward the end
of November, while the Minneapolis region reported a softening in consumer demand due to rising
virus infections.
The Dallas district said that energy activity remained depressed and business prospects were “highly
uncertain due to looming concerns surrounding political uncertainty and the unknown course of the
pandemic.”
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KCAU: Nebraska Gov. Ricketts recognizes firefighters, first responders for heroism in 2019 historic
floods
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KCAU) – Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts recently visited the Fremont, O’Neill, and Spencer fire
department and first responders to recognize firefighters for their heroism during the historic floods of 2019.
Each fire department performed rescues that saved lives in the aftermath of the floods.
The fire departments were selected to receive the Governor’s Flood Heroes award after being nominated by
fellow Nebraskans.
In December 2019, Governor and First Lady Ricketts hosted a ceremony at the State Capitol to honor those







individuals and groups. Some of the fire departments were unable to attend that event.
Over the last month, Governor Ricketts has been traveling to the fire departments that couldn’t attend to thank
them and to present their Flood Heroes awards.
Earlier in the year, Ricketts visited the communities of Chapman, Pleasanton, and Wood River to recognize their
fire departments.
By Reilly Mahon
 


GII: Governor’s Ag Conference scheduled for March 9, 10
 
KEARNEY — Gov. Pete Ricketts will host the 32nd annual Governor’s Ag Conference set for Monday, March 9, and
Tuesday, March 10, at the Holiday Inn and Convention Center in Kearney.
The annual event gives producers and agri-business leaders in Nebraska an opportunity to discuss the state’s
number one industry and strategies to support future growth in agriculture.
“The Governor’s Ag Conference brings together Nebraska’s farmers, ranchers and industry leaders for a
conversation about the important issues that matter to all of us,” Ricketts said. “From growing Nebraska
agriculture through entrepreneurship to developing emerging markets, the future of the ag industry in Nebraska
depends on people willing to lead and learn. I hope you will join us in Kearney for this special event.”
Nebraska Department of Agriculture Director Steve Wellman said knowledgeable experts at local, state and
federal levels have already committed to speaking at this year’s Governor’s Ag Conference.
The conference starts at 3:30 p.m. Monday with a panel presentation featuring Nebraska entrepreneurs Sara
Holmquist, Normal Roasting Co.; Matthew Brugger, Upstream Farms; Jeff Hornug, Blue River Trucks; Hannah Esch,
Oak Barn Beef; and Steve Tippery, RealmFive Agriculture. Tom Field of the University of Nebraska’s Engler
Agribusiness Entrepreneurship Program will moderate this panel presentation that will include questions from the
audience.
A “Celebrate Nebraska Agriculture” reception featuring an assortment of food and beverages from Nebraska
follows at 6 p.m.
The conference resumes at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday with Michele Payn of Cause Matters Corp. and author of “Food
Bullying: How to Avoid Buying B.S.” Payn will provide insights into eating choices by challenging food beliefs and
identifying neuromarketing tactics used to generate food sales.
Next on the agenda will be a panel presentation addressing new and emerging markets in Nebraska. Panelists
include Tyler and Amy Bruch of Cyclone Farms, Inc., and Jacob Robison with the Nebraska Hops Growers
Association.
Andrei Iancu, undersecretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, will then talk about growing start-up companies in Nebraska.
The Governor’s Ag Conference is coordinated by the Nebraska Department of Agriculture and co-sponsored by
Farm Credit Services of America. A $125 registration fee covers activities and food for the entire conference.
Registration and more information is available at nda.nebraska.gov or by calling NDA at (800) 831-0550.
 


AP: Nebraska lawmakers skeptical about redistricting reform
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) – Nebraska lawmakers who want to minimize partisanship when they redraw the state’s
political boundaries will make one final push to change the process before it begins anew next year, but creating
an independent commission to guide their work appears to be a lost cause.
Barring any changes, the process that’s set to begin in the 2021 legislative session will follow the same rules that
led to a bitter struggle between Republicans and Democrats during the last redistricting in 2011.
Several proposals to create an independent commission to draw legislative, congressional and other districts have
stalled, including one vetoed by Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts.
 


KLKN: Nebraska's attempts to minimize partisanship may be lost cause
 
In an effort to minimize partisanship when redrawing the state's political boundaries, Nebraska lawmakers are
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pushing to change the process. But, creating an independent commission to guide their work seems to be a lost
cause.
As of now, the 2021 legislative session will follow the same process as the 2011 redistricting. 
Proposals made to create an independent commission to draw legislative, congressional, and other districts have
stalled, including one vetoed by Gov. Pete Ricketts.
By Ashley Springman
 


OWH: Feds, state to help pay for repairs after canal collapse
 
The Panhandle's ag and irrigation community will be getting financial aid to help pay for repairs to a vital irrigation
canal that collapsed last year.
The federal Bureau of Reclamation has announced that it will allocate $2.3 million toward the repairs. The loan will
be in addition to a $3.8 million grant that Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts has said the state will provide.
Repairs to the canal that straddles the Nebraska-Wyoming border are expected to cost about $16 million, with the
cost being split roughly in half between those on each side of the border, said Rick Preston, general manager of
the Gering-Fort Laramie Irrigation District.
"We're very appreciative (of the aid)," he said. "Without it, we wouldn't be able to get this done."
The canal carries irrigation water from the North Platte River to farmers in semiarid western Nebraska and eastern
Wyoming.
The collapse occurred July 17. Governors in Nebraska and Wyoming declared emergencies, and temporary repairs
were completed by late August. Preston said completion of permanent repairs is targeted for April 2021.
Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., also welcomed the federal funding. In a statement last week, her office noted that the
Bureau of Reclamation had previously said it couldn't fund repairs.
Preston said the aid will ease the financial burden on the district. He estimates that funding the repairs will cost
members of the drainage district an additional $5 on their $31.25-peracre assessment - for 50 years.
The section of canal that collapsed was a tunnel through a hill. Preston said it's believed that wet weather and the
weight of saturated soil above the tunnel caused the collapse.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


LJS: Missouri River vulnerable to more flooding as levee repair continues
 
The Missouri River levee system remains vulnerable to flooding with the approach of March, but a comparatively
mild winter and early snow melt in the state may help alleviate some of the danger, the commander of the Omaha
District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Friday.
The Corps already has spent $263 million on river levee restoration repairing damage from last March's record
flooding with "hundreds of contractors working every day" to complete their work by March 1, Col. John Hudson
said in a telephone interview. 
"Life, safety and protecting communities is the priority for the Corps of Engineers," he emphasized.
Almost $400 million in additional levee restoration expenditures are currently in the works, Hudson said.
"There's a lot of work still be done, but we're well on our way in time for March 1."
Upstream, the Corps has increased the amount of water normally discharged into the Missouri River from Gavins
Point Dam in South Dakota.
Current releases are more than double what is typical for this time of year. 
"We are fortunate that the snow pack in the mountains is average (and) periodic snow melt locally is very helpful,"
Hudson said. 
"However, we are concerned by saturation, particularly in the Dakotas, and expect an above-average flow."
Recent criticism that the Corps may be more mindful of protecting fish and wildlife, as a result of federal
environmental protection requirements, rather than farmers and communities is "a very inaccurate
characterization," Hudson said.
"All our decisions are focused on flood-control aspects," he said.
State Sen. Julie Slama of Peru has recently been sharply critical of the Corps, and Gov. Pete Ricketts has urged the







Corps to "put people and property first."
Ricketts has joined with the governors of Iowa, Kansas and Missouri in voicing their concerns to the Corps.
Hudson said he will meet soon with Slama and the governor in Peru, where flooding was severe but repair of a
damaged levee is not a Corps responsibility.
"We cannot use federal funds to repair and restore that levee," he said, because local officials did not keep it
actively engaged in the Corps system.
"We don't have authority," he said. "They're going to have to rely on assistance from the state."
The Corps is currently engaged in a study of how management of the Missouri River from Sioux City, Iowa, to St.
Louis can be improved.
"We want to look at system capacity below Gavins Point all the way to St. Louis," Hudson said.
A range of potential solutions could include realignment of levees, higher levees and more resilient levees, he said.
Flood management issues include local and state zoning factors, with a focus on "what they allow to be built,"
Hudson said.
Last year's record flooding in Nebraska occurred in March, with rain, snow and ice flows ripping up roads,
destroying bridges and burying farm fields, combining to result in more than $1 billion in damage.  
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Workforce challenges prompt business leaders' call for a more inclusive Nebraska
 
Walk into the downtown branch of Wells Fargo in Omaha and the associate who greets you at the door is a former
refugee from Sudan.
At the teller windows, a Latina woman works alongside a white Army veteran who is transitioning to a new career.
With the fast-changing demographic face of Nebraska and the nation, such diverse workplaces will inevitably
become more common in Nebraska’s future. And that’s part of what’s prompted a drive by business leaders to
urge Nebraska’s employers, policymakers and people to make a true commitment to diversity and inclusion.
For Nebraska to compete and prosper amid a worldwide shortage of skilled workers, business leaders say the state
can’t afford to exclude anyone, no matter their gender, race, sexual orientation or economic status.
“As we go forward, diversity and inclusion is not an option, it’s not something nice — it’s fundamental to the
economic development of our state,” said Bryan Slone, president of the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.
But traditionally white and conservative Nebraska faces some challenges if it’s going to figuratively throw its arms
wide open to workers everywhere. Nebraska at times comes up short when it comes to embracing people who are
different.
Nebraska is among 25 states that have declined to enact state laws protecting lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgender workers from workforce discrimination, seen by some young workers as a touchstone on whether a
state’s commitment to diversity is real. Nebraska Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts is strongly opposed to such a law,
which neighboring Iowa passed 13 years ago.
People of color in Nebraska disproportionately face economic, educational and job challenges. The state’s racial
disparities in educational achievement are among the highest in the nation.
While Nebraska has a 150-year history as a landing spot for immigrants and refugees from around the world,
refugee settlement and immigration aren’t universally welcomed.
Nebraska is no leader in reducing the historical pay gap for women, either.
For the state to prosper in the future, such things must change, said David Brown, CEO of the Greater Omaha
Chamber of Commerce. He says Nebraska can enjoy a competitive advantage if it creates a state where workers
from all backgrounds thrive.
“We need to recognize we have a golden opportunity staring us in the face,” he said.
Business leaders and economic development consultants also say issues of diversity and inclusion are critical to
competing for the tech-savvy, creative millennials whose talents are fueling much of the job creation and job
growth around the country today.
“The younger population that is graduating from our universities cares deeply about diversity and inclusion,” said
Lance Fritz, CEO of Union Pacific Railroad. “And they wonder when they look at our state whether we care about







that as deeply as they do.”
To meet such challenges, the Omaha chamber has embraced diversity and inclusion in its current five-year
economic development campaign. As part of that plan, the chamber in the past year launched a program
encouraging Omaha businesses to adopt inclusive hiring practices.
The Omaha chamber is not the only business organization pushing more diversity in the workplace.
Diversity and inclusion have also been top of mind in the workforce initiatives being pushed by the nonprofit
Aksarben Foundation. An Aksarben working group that’s tackling the state’s shortage of high-tech workers has
been developing strategies designed to get more women, minorities and military veterans into tech jobs.
And the “Blueprint Nebraska” state economic development strategy developed by a panel of Nebraska business
leaders last summer stressed the importance of diversity and inclusion. Putting it in broad and simple terms,
Blueprint set a goal of making Nebraska “the most welcoming state in the Midwest.”
The roots of the diversity push are both practical and strategic.
It recognizes the changing face of Nebraska, where more than one in five residents are members of minority
groups — almost triple the rate from three decades earlier. Filling Nebraska’s jobs of tomorrow will inevitably
require tapping that ever-more-diverse population.
The inclusiveness push recognizes the rapid pace of cultural change when it comes to issues of gender, sexual
orientation and sexual identity. For the latest example, look no further than last weekend’s Super Bowl, where an
assistant coach for the San Francisco 49ers became the first woman and first openly gay person to coach in pro
football’s championship game.
But the diversity push could at times run into political opposition in a historically red state like Nebraska. Issues
like gay rights, immigration and refugee resettlement often lie along the fault line of the nation’s political divide.
Just last week, workplace protections for gay workers became a flashpoint when the Nebraska chamber for the
first time endorsed such a law, prompting protests from Ricketts and some religious groups.
Nebraska also voted strongly in 2016 for Republican Donald Trump, who since taking office has slashed legal
immigration and refugee resettlement, fought court decisions extending workforce protections to gay workers,
and moved to strike the previous administration’s protections from deportation for “Dreamers” — the
undocumented immigrants brought to the United States as children who are now filling thousands of jobs in
Nebraska and nationally.
But Nebraska’s traditionally conservative leanings make business leaders’ diversity and inclusion push all the more
remarkable. It underlies concerns that without changes in employment practices, state policies and public
attitudes, Nebraska could be economically left behind in the national battle for talent.
As an example of the perceived urgency, during a business summit on the state’s workforce challenges a year ago,
leaders of some of Omaha’s fastest-growing startup companies were outspoken in arguing that Nebraska’s lack of
legal job protections for gay workers was undercutting their firms’ efforts to attract talent.
“They were saying, ‘We have got to figure this out, because it’s killing us,’ ” said Hank Robinson, a University of
Nebraska at Omaha researcher who has worked on Aksarben’s workforce initiatives. “We cannot recruit people to
Omaha if we’re not truly welcoming of all based on race, color, creed or sexual orientation.”
The challenges
As recently as 1990, Nebraska’s population was nearly 93% white. Women’s move into the labor force had yet to
peak. And most gay people were not open about their sexual orientation, with a Gallup poll just two years earlier
showing most Americans still believed same-sex relationships among consenting adults should be illegal.
The past three decades have brought dramatic change on all those fronts.
Now not only are 1 in 5 Nebraskans members of minority groups, UNO’s Center for Public Affairs Research
projects the figure will be nearly 1 in 3 by 2040. Similarly, by 2045, the United States is projected to become a
“majority-minority” nation.
The racial shifts both here and nationally have largely been the result of a wave of Hispanic immigration from
Mexico and Central America and the resettlement of refugees from strife-torn countries including Somalia, Sudan
and Myanmar. The new arrivals, both the undocumented and those arriving legally, have often filled low-skill labor
jobs that otherwise may have gone wanting.
Those immigrants have also played an outsized role in Nebraska’s population growth in that time. Now the second
and third generations of that immigrant wave are being counted on to help fill Nebraska’s skilled jobs of today and







tomorrow.
“We’re going to see a significant change in demographics in this market,” Brown said. “If we are going to be able
to use that as a competitive advantage, both as employers and the community itself, we need to be more
inclusive.”
But there are challenges to preparing the state’s increasingly diverse population for those jobs. People of color are
far more likely to grow up in poverty, a major barrier to educational success.
Through privately funded scholarships and other programs targeting at-risk youths, Nebraska in recent years has
markedly increased school success for people of color. The Omaha metro area’s black population now has a higher
rate of college degree attainment than the national black average, a sharp reversal of the trend from a decade
ago.
Still, in 2018 only 14 states had a wider gap than Nebraska between the percentage of its white population with
college degrees and the college-educated percentage of its minority population. For young adults with associate
degrees or more, the state’s minority/white disparity is the nation’s third-largest. Nebraska’s gap in per-capita
income between whites and minorities is also above the national average.
When it comes to gender diversity, women have continued to play ever-bigger roles in the nation’s workforce.
While men still outnumber women when farmers and the self-employed are counted, women in December
surpassed men within the nation’s payroll workforce. And women long ago overtook men on the nation’s college
campuses, with 57% of all U.S. college graduates now women.
Those trends make quality child care, paid family leave and the gender pay gap front-line issues for states and
employers looking to attract talent.
A report last month found that Nebraska is $450 million short of the funding needed to make quality child care
widely available. Census data also shows Nebraska ranks in the middle among the states in the gap between its
average pay for men and women.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender workers are also now a force that can’t be ignored.
Gallup polling has indicated 4.5% of Americans now identify as LGBT. That translates into roughly 8.1 million
workers nationwide and about 41,000 in Nebraska. Among the millennial generation, the numbers may be even
higher, with 7% of that generation identifying as LGBT in a 2017 study.
Employers are certainly taking notice. During gay pride month last June, Conagra Brands flew 34 rainbow flags
along its main campus drive in Omaha. Conagra and Omaha-based TD Ameritrade also both recently received
100% scores for LGBT-friendly workplace policies and practices from the Human Rights Campaign Foundation, an
LGBT civil rights organization.
With backing from business, city leaders in Omaha and Lincoln nearly a decade ago passed ordinances giving LGBT
workers the same protection against job discrimination that’s provided under state law for people based on race,
color, religion, sex, disability, marital status and national origin. However, the Nebraska Legislature has repeatedly
rejected applying LGBT legal protections statewide, most recently last year.
Union Pacific’s Fritz, who co-chaired Blueprint Nebraska, has been an outspoken advocate of passing such a law.
He said the railroad has seen in its recruiting the importance of inclusion when potential employees choose
whether to make Nebraska home.
“If you are looking for the best of the best, it makes no sense to ignore any segment of the population,” Fritz said.
“They have to feel they can bring their best self to Union Pacific, Omaha and Nebraska.”
Andrew Prystai, the 27-year-old co-founder of an Omaha startup called Event Vesta that launched a web app
connecting people to community events, said he knows such laws can create concerns about new regulations for
business. But he said for many young workers, the issue is an important barometer of whether a state’s
commitment to inclusion goes beyond just words.
The role of millennials
When Fritz and other business leaders talk about issues of inclusion, they often mention the critical role of
millennials like Prystai, and for good reason.
Millennials — born between 1981 and 1996 — are now the largest generation in the U.S. workforce, surpassing
the baby boomers, who are fast moving into retirement, and Generation X. Five years from now, millennials are
projected to make up 75% of the global workforce.
Notably for Nebraska, most millennials fall within the 18-35 age demographic that the state often struggles to







attract or keep rooted here.
Additionally, employers are fast finding that millennials are very different from the generations of workers that
preceded them.
The members of this new generation grew up in an interconnected world and are more likely to have friends who
are not the same color they are or are openly gay. Not only are millennials more attuned to issues of inclusion,
they often seek out diverse settings — including in the workplace.
A study two years ago by the Institute for Public Relations found that 47% of millennials consider the diversity and
inclusiveness of a workplace as important criteria in their job search. That compared with 37% for boomers and
33% for Gen Xers.
“That generation, in a very positive sense, has an intention of living and working in a diverse environment,” the
state chamber’s Slone said. “And that means diversity in its broadest sense — diversity in gender, age and race,
but also diversity in experience, cultures and nationality.”
The good news for employers is that not only can embracing diversity and inclusion help attract workers, it can
make them more successful, too. A 2015 study by global business consultant McKinsey & Co. found that
companies with higher gender and race diversity tended to be more profitable.
The data did not indicate why that was so, but the study’s authors theorized that diversity helped the companies
better understand their potential customers, offered them a wider range of ideas, enhanced the companies’
public image and helped them win the talent war.
Prystai said it’s no surprise to him that diverse companies are more successful. He recently observed his mother
trying to operate a phone app that required her to swipe upward on the screen, something she found wasn’t easy
because of her long fingernails. It was obvious to Prystai the apps’ developers didn’t include any women, who
could have pointed out the shortcoming.
Diversity at work
Kirk Kellner, an Omahan who heads Wells Fargo’s Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri region, said he regularly sees the
benefits that come from a diverse staff. Sometimes it’s in obvious ways, such as when a Latino worker is able to
speak in Spanish to a customer. But other times it’s in the form of wider perspectives and ideas that challenge
norms.
The bank’s downtown Omaha branch serves a particularly diverse client base, and it has a melting pot staff to
match. The 11 employees include natives of Sudan, Mexico, Dubai, Morocco and the Philippines, and the branch
manager is a Latino native of South Omaha. Employees’ name tags let customers know if they speak another
language besides English.
On one recent day at the bank, personal banker James Lodu sat at his computer giving an online banking tutorial
to one customer, an older white man who’s one of Lodu’s regulars. But as a former Sudanese refugee, the
University of South Dakota graduate has also helped the bank attract a sizable base of customers from within
Omaha’s Sudanese and Somali communities.
Kellner said Wells Fargo wants a workforce that mirrors the community it serves, and he said it’s found a simple
way to achieve that: If you cast a wide net for job candidates and show them they will feel comfortable and
welcome within your organization, you will attract a diverse pool. And if you hire the best of those candidates,
diversity will follow.
To aid in employee retention, the bank also sponsors resource groups that allow diverse collections of employees
to network, including groups for blacks, Latinos, women, LGBT and military veterans.
“We see differences as an asset,” Kellner said.
Now state business leaders are seeking to get more businesses to see things that way.
The push began in 2017, when the Omaha chamber launched planning for its 20-year economic development
goals. In engaging with the millennial generation that will make up the vast majority of that future workforce,
diversity and inclusion became a frequent topic.
The chamber’s resulting economic plan called for embracing Omaha’s increasing diversity as “a community
treasure.” The chamber also established a new program that seeks to educate Omaha employers on the
importance of diversity, setting a goal of helping 100 local firms adopt “best-in-the-nation” inclusive hiring and
promotion practices.
Under the chamber’s CODE initiative, short for Commitment to Opportunity, Diversity and Equity, companies are







encouraged to implement a comprehensive diversity and inclusion strategy and to measure their success. The
chamber offers resources to assist them, including opportunities for their diverse employees to network with
citywide resource groups. In CODE’s first year, some 40 local companies have signed the pledge.
“This isn’t just going to happen,” Brown said. “We have to be intentional about it.”
Tom Chapman, an Omaha-based tech consultant who has advised Aksarben’s tech workforce initiative, recently
said that if Nebraska is realistically going to attract enough skilled workers, it will need to welcome more
international migration. That often means opening the door to more people who are nonwhite or don’t speak
English.
“We aren’t very friendly to those people right now, and we need to do better,” Chapman said last fall during a
presentation before tech business leaders, drawing applause.
Then came this summer’s Blueprint Nebraska report. Despite its sweeping sentiment for making Nebraska the
region’s most welcoming state, the report was short on detailed plans for increasing diversity and inclusion.
Still, Jim Smith, a former state senator who serves as Blueprint’s executive director, considers it both remarkable
and notable that out of the report’s 15 signature recommendations from a panel of business leaders from across
the state, one would call for broadly embracing diversity and inclusion — something no one would have predicted
a decade ago. As the organization in coming years seeks to implement its vision, it will hammer out more concrete
proposals, he said.
Wells Fargo’s Kellner agreed there are many signs that attitudes in the state are changing. Initiatives like Blueprint
and the ongoing philanthropic efforts to support school success for children in poverty make him optimistic about
the future.
“If we can give an equal opportunity to everyone in our community, we will see a diverse workforce,” he said. “I do
feel the community is understanding the power of diversity and inclusion.”
By Henry J. Cordes
 


OWH: LGBT advocates hope growing business support will push Nebraska to pass job discrimination
ban
 
LINCOLN — Supporters of banning job discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity are hopeful
that growing support from business leaders will finally push the measure to passage in Nebraska.
“This issue often gets tied up in partisan politics, but it really is a nonpartisan issue when you make the business
case,” said Abbi Swatsworth of OutNebraska, a gay rights advocacy group based in Lincoln. “It’s about the
perception of the state as a welcoming place.”
Omaha and Lincoln business leaders have long been in favor of banning job discrimination based on sexual
orientation or gender identity, and a key statewide business group joined them last month. It was the latest sign of
concern among state business leaders that Nebraska’s lack of an anti-discrimination law is harming efforts to
retain and attract workers in a tight national labor market.
But such a law has been repeatedly voted down in the Legislature. It’s firmly opposed by Gov. Pete Ricketts and
some religious groups. And it’s such a touchy political issue that a blue-ribbon panel of Nebraska leaders last
summer danced around the topic when they recommended changes for moving the state’s economy forward.
Ricketts and other opponents maintain that Nebraska can be open to all workers without passing a law they say
could trample on the religious convictions of business owners.
“Policies like (this) discriminate against people of faith and divide our communities,” the Nebraska Catholic
Conference said.
Nationwide, 25 states and Washington, D.C., have adopted laws barring workforce discrimination based on sexual
orientation or gender identity, enacted either by their state legislatures or the state agencies that arbitrate such
discrimination cases. Iowa has had its law since 2007. In all, more than half the nation’s population now resides
within states that have put such workplace protections in place.
Additionally, federal courts with jurisdiction over ten other states — covering an additional one-fifth of the
nation’s population — have ruled that the federal Civil Rights Act’s bar on discrimination based on sex also covers
sexual orientation and gender identity.
The U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments on that federal issue last fall. Nebraska, through Attorney General Doug
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Peterson, urged the high court to take up the case of a Michigan funeral home that fired a transgender employee.
Peterson argued that the lower court was wrong to extend the federal sex discrimination law to include lesbian,
gay or transgender employees, saying such a change should come from Congress, not the courts.
Four times in the past five years, the Legislature has voted down passing a discrimination measure on the state
level. It’s not yet clear whether lawmakers will seek to revive the latest bill — Legislative Bill 627 — in the current
session.
The Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry, a leading voice for business in the state, in previous years had
taken no position on such a law. That changed last month when the chamber’s board unanimously supported it as
part of a package of policies intended to advance the state economically.
State chamber President Bryan Slone said the move was consistent with a report this summer from a blue-ribbon
panel of Nebraska business leaders that laid out a 20-year strategy for growth in the state. Ricketts disputed that,
noting that the Blueprint Nebraska report did not reference such a law.
“Blueprint was designed to unify Nebraskans around initiatives that can move our state forward, not to pit people
against each other on hot button issues,” said Taylor Gage, a spokesman for Ricketts.
But Slone said the board decided that the law was supportive of Blueprint’s call for Nebraska to promote diversity
and inclusion as a way to retain and attract workers, as well as Blueprint’s goal of making Nebraska “the most
welcoming state in the Midwest.”
Gage, in a statement, specifically noted that the law was not included in Blueprint’s “final report.” That raises
questions about the process by which Blueprint reached its final recommendations and whether Ricketts had a
hand in them. He was a co-founder of Blueprint and served on its advisory board.
Blueprint leaders say the report’s section on diversity and inclusion started with the work of a subgroup that
focused on the issue.
Carmen Tapio, the CEO of a North Omaha telemarketing firm who headed that working group, would not
specifically say whether its recommendations included endorsing such a law.
“Our committee looked specifically at addressing the issue of equity in our state, on multiple fronts,” she said.
Regardless, the job of putting the work of all 16 Blueprint subgroups into a final consensus report fell to
Blueprint’s staff and its 21-member steering committee, made up of business and industry representatives from
across the state.
“I can tell you there was a vigorous debate on whether to include the diversity section,” said Tanya Storer, a
Whitman, Nebraska, rancher who served on the steering committee.
In the end, she said, the committee worked for a compromise that reflected differences of opinion.
Tim Burke, CEO of the Omaha Public Power District and a steering committee member who backs the job
discrimination law, said the group decided to keep its recommendations to a more general endorsement of
diversity and inclusion, leaving the “how” for Blueprint’s implementation phase.
The report’s final wording seemed to reflect that dance. Even a general list of types of diversity that included both
gender and sexuality was struck late in the process. What was left was the report’s broad, nonspecific embrace of
diversity and inclusion.
“We are trying to find a common path forward,” said Jim Smith, executive director of Blueprint.
In the end, Smith said all steering committee and advisory committee members had a chance to offer input on the
report’s final draft, including Ricketts. Gage said the governor did offer input on language in the report’s diversity
section “to align it with the views and priorities of the steering committee.”
Burke, who is the Omaha chamber’s chairman this year, said he remains hopeful that Blueprint can serve as a
catalyst for change on the discrimination issue, something Swatsworth of OutNebraska said would be welcomed.
She said the issue affects lives well beyond the workplace. She knows of gay people in rural Nebraska who quietly
live in fear of being outed, knowing it could cost them their jobs. And she said many millennials who grew up with
gay friends want to see them legally protected.
“For (millennials), it seems like it should be a nonissue,” she said. “There’s a sense everyone should be treated on
the merits of their work, and someone’s private life shouldn’t influence their ability to do their job.”
By Henry J. Cordes
 


Omaha Reader: Blueprint Nebraska promises new jobs, people and income
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For years, Nebraska has lagged in terms of retaining and attracting young talent. Recently, the problem’s become
more pronounced as thousands of residents are leaving every year for jobs and opportunities in other states.
In April 2018, a group of private and public partners, called Blueprint Nebraska, gathered to find out why and
piece together a plan that could make Nebraska’s economy nationally competitive for years to come.
After 15 months of research, the group, started by then-president of the University of Nebraska Hank Bounds and
Governor Pete Ricketts, released its plan last summer. The result, which included input from about 7,000 people
either online or in-person at 60 different statewide events and oversight by 320 advisors, set goals for drastic
change by 2030.
Over the next 10 years, leaders of Blueprint Nebraska aim to attract 43,000 young adults, add 25,000 more jobs
and increase per-capita annual income by $15,000.
Former State Senator Jim Smith of Papillion heads the group as executive director. The organization also includes a
21-member steering committee co-chaired by Union Pacific Chairman Lance Fritz, of Omaha, and 21st Century
Holdings President and CEO Owen Palm, of Scottsbluff.
Among high-priority steps to achieve that: realigning Nebraska’s tax strategy, promoting diversity and inclusion,
upgrading transit, expanding internet access and rejuvenating community centers from the Main Streets of small
towns to cultural hubs in major cities.
The details of that plan are contained in a 100-page report released on Blueprint Nebraska’s website, blueprint-
nebraska.org. A 10-page summary is also available.There is no estimated cost in the report or explanation of how
these initiatives could be paid for.
In forecasting Nebraska’s economy and building a long-term roadmap, researchers looked to make changes in four
categories: people, places, government and industry.
People
Developing workforce and improving quality of life for minority populations are the two pillars of the “people”
category.
Included in workforce development is the growing issue of thousands of jobs going unfilled due to workers having
mismatched skills.
The report estimates that employment gap costs $11 billion in would-be wages and $824 million in tax revenues.
Blueprint Nebraska’s solution is to have the most internships and apprenticeships per capita of any state in the
Midwest to build skills and advance career paths.
Blueprint Nebraska also proposes to increase state funding for early childhood education and improve academic
standards for students from kindergarten through college.
Aside from workforce development, the plan also focuses heavily on how to bring people to the state and make it
more welcoming to minority communities.
Blueprint Nebraska cites studies from U.S. News & World Report, Move.org and Wallet Hub that rank Nebraska
48th in citizen equality, 40th in income gap by gender, 43rd in education gap by race, 48th in employment gap for
disabled people, 37th in racial and ethnic diversity and 28th in inclusivity for LGBTQ+ families.
Solutions for the “people” category include establishing mentor programs, encouraging companies to make
diversity a priority and improving programs for disadvantaged people — enhancing services for mental health,
child care and homelessness being a few.
On the back of that, Blueprint Nebraska also wants to start a “Choose Nebraska” campaign that would work in
tandem with other state advertising to attract and retain 18- to 34-year-olds.
Places
For the “places” category, Blueprint Nebraska calls for a big investment in arts, entertainment and recreation
across the state but specifically in rural towns, pointing to the success of Broken Bow’s multimillion-dollar
revitalization as a model. The report also mentions increasing internet connectivity as well as building 30,000 to
50,000 new affordable homes. Less than half of people in extreme poverty have access to affordable housing, the
report says.
It also notes transportation as a key issue. The report lists thousands of bridges that are either deficient or poor in
quality while also stating the need for Omaha and Lincoln to have more modernized transit systems that include
all-electric, bus-based rapid transit with dedicated lanes, driverless shuttles and shared electric car fleets. It also







calls for an increase in in-state air travel as well as national service to tech cities such as Boston and Austin.
Government
For a report replete with big-picture goals, its aim for government is no exception —make it simpler, more
efficient and more effective. The report proposes a comprehensive review of all taxes and how to optimize them
for growth.
In addition, the report calls on government to tighten up on incentive programs to both increase efficiency of
business tax breaks and pass savings along to the state.
Sectors
Among the goals of the report’s last category is to take advantage of existing industries that already have
strengths in Nebraska as well as cultivate new ones where there’s weakness.
Though agriculture is Nebraska’s greatest economic asset, adoption and innovation of ag tech has trailed. The
report’s plan includes marketing, infrastructure development and increased research and development to make
ag tech a priority in the state.
In an effort to grow the state’s tech industry, Blueprint Nebraska also imagines creating tech clusters that will
promote local entrepreneurship.
In 2020, Blueprint will enter its next phase — delivering concrete strategies based on proposals in its report. Six
regional teams will devise these strategies and work in communities to bring even more volunteers and partners
into the fold to develop concrete solutions to their goals. On Feb. 14, project leaders will meet with community
members in Kearney to share information about their initiatives and seek guidance in prioritizing action.
To get involved or educate yourself on the plan, visit blueprint-nebraska.org.
By Chris Bowling
 


OWH: Cherry County commissioner to challenge Sen. Brewer representing Sand Hills
 
LINCOLN — Cherry County Board member Tanya Storer of Whitman has announced her candidacy to challenge
incumbent State Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon to serve District 43 in the Nebraska Legislature.
That sets up a heavyweight fight over who will represent Nebraska’s Sand Hills.
Storer is endorsed by former Gov. Kay Orr, and Brewer has been financially supported in the past by Gov. Pete
Ricketts.
Storer, who has served six years on the County Board, said reducing the property tax burden on farmers, ranchers,
businesses and families, and developing economic opportunities for her rural area, are her top priorities.
“My husband and I have built our life here, raised our family here and served our communities here. We know
there is no better place to live, work and raise a family,” she said in a press release.
Storer and her husband ranch and have three grown children.
By Paul Hammel
 


Norfolk DN: Candidates file for primary as deadline approaches
 
At least one city council seat in Norfolk will be challenged this coming election.
Christopher L. Moore has filed to run for a seat on the city council to represent the First Ward, which covers
northeast Norfolk.
The seat is held by Dick Pfeil, who had not filed for reelection as of Friday. The deadline for incumbents to file is
Tuesday, Feb. 18, and the deadline for nonincumbents is March 2.
One incumbent has already filed: Thad Murren, who represents Ward Four. No candidate, incumbent or
otherwise, has filed for the other two seats up for reelection in Wards Two and Three, held by Jim Lange and Gary
L. Jackson, respectively.
Norfolk Mayor Josh Moenning announced in January that he would be running for reelection but had not filed as
of early February. No challenger has filed, either. Moenning ran unopposed in 2016.
The only candidate who has filed for the Norfolk Public Schools board of education is incumbent Arnie Robinson.
Five incumbents on the Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District board of directors have filed for reelection:
Aaron Zimmerman of Pierce, Mark Hall of Norfolk, Robert Huntley of Norfolk, Jerry Allemann of Wayne and Gary







Loftis of Craig.
Six incumbents have filed for reelection on to the Northeast Community College board of governors: Donovan Ellis
of Pierce, Nicole Sedlacek of O’Neill, Arlan Kuehn of South Sioux City, Gene Willers of Pilger, Dirk Petersen of
Norfolk and Jeff Scherer of Beemer.
Only one candidate has filed for Madison County commissioner: Zak Hookstra of Norfolk, as a Libertarian.
Incumbent Christian Ohl announced that he would not seek another term.
At least one competitive race appears to be emerging in area legislative districts. In District 15, which covers
Dodge County, incumbent Lynne Walz of Fremont has filed for reelection and will face a challenge from David
Rogers of Fremont.
Walz, a Democrat, is on the education and health and human services committees. She was picked as the running
mate of Bob Krist in 2018 to challenge Gov. Pete Ricketts and Lt. Gov. Mike Foley. Rogers, according to the
Fremont Tribune, is an entrepreneur and registered Republican.
In District 17, which covers Wayne, Dakota and Thurston counties, incumbent Joni Albrecht of Thurston has filed
for a second term. Albrecht is a Republican who serves on the natural resources and transportation and
telecommunications committees. No challenger has filed as of Jan. 31.
Jim Scheer of Norfolk — who represents District 19, which makes up Madison County and a small portion of
Stanton County — cannot run again because of term limits. The only candidate to file for the open seat is
businessman Mike Flood of Norfolk, who formerly represented the district from 2005 to 2013.
As of late January, no candidate has filed for District 41, which covers Boone, Antelope and Pierce counties. The
office is held by Tom Briese of Albion, who is in his first term and could choose to run for reelection.
Tom Brewer of Gordon has filed for reelection in District 43, geographically the largest district in the state, which
includes Cherry, Brown and Keya Paha counties.
All three congressional representatives in Nebraska are up for reelection, as well as the U.S. Senate seat held by
Republican Ben Sasse of Fremont, who has already filed to run again. No other Republican had filed to challenge
Sasse as of late January, and if that holds until March, Sasse would advance to the general election unopposed.
Four Democratic candidates have filed to run for Senate: Dennis F. Macek of Lincoln, Chris Janicek of Omaha,
Angie Philips of Omaha and Larry Marvin of Fremont.
Although Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of Lincoln is expected to run for another term for Nebraska’s First Congressional
District, which encompasses most of Northeast Nebraska, he has not yet filed. Libertarian Dennis P. Grace of
Fremont and Democrat Babs Ramsey of Bellevue have filed for the seat and would both advance to the general
election if no one else from their party challenges them.
Rep. Adrian Smith of Gering, whose Third Congressional District encompasses western, central and portions of
North Central Nebraska, has filed for reelection and will face Republican challenger Larry Bolinger of Alliance in the
May primary.
By Nick Gebhart
 


Kearney Hub: Use water resources wisely, says retiring natural resources director
 
HOLDREGE — Department of Natural Resources Director Jeff Fassett believes Nebraska is in “a really good place”
for water resources.
He also knows that Mother Nature provided wet weather the past few years — overdoing it in 2019 — which
helped supply water for crops, fill reservoirs and keep Nebraska in compliance with compacts and other interstate
agreements.
Fassett said flooding has dominated the dialogue the past year, but DNR will “not get distracted by a couple of wet
years because drought will be back.”
He’s seen weather variability since he came to Nebraska in August 2015.
“When I got here I was told, ‘Jeff, the Harlan County Reservoir will never ever fill again,’” Fassett said with a smile.
“And here we are.”
It was a big test in 2019 for a project built for flood control after the 1935 Republican River flood.
Gov. Pete Ricketts announced last month that Fassett, who previously was the Wyoming state engineer, will retire
Feb. 28. DNR Assistant Director Jesse Bradley will be interim director.







Republican Basin
Although Fassett discussed several water issues Thursday at the South Central Water Conference in Holdrege, he
spent the most time reviewing milestones in Nebraska’s efforts to comply with the 1943 Republican River
Compact with Colorado and Kansas.
For years, Kansas claiming Nebraska’s noncompliance kept attorneys for both states busy fighting lawsuits.
“The ability for Nebraska to comply is secure now,” Fassett said, as a result of changes in water management that
include streamflow augmentation projects, integrated (groundwater-surface water) management plans, irrigation
water conservation and better communication.
He meets almost every month with his Kansas and Colorado counterparts to discuss basin issues. “We are not
talking through lawyers anymore,” Fassett said.
Critical steps
Another change in water management across Nebraska came in 2004 with passage of LB962 by the Legislature, he
said, because it legally recognized interconnections between surface water and groundwater.
Fassett was introduced Thursday to former state Sen. Ed Schrock of Elm Creek, who championed LB962 through
the Unicameral.
“I think we’re on a path forward because of that law,” Fassett said, and it’s “bothersome” to see some interest
groups trying to make changes now.
“We have the buy-in of water users,” he added.
The key component ensuring future Republican River Compact compliance is the N-CORPE — Nebraska
Cooperative Republican Platte Enhancement — project that repurposed groundwater on a southern Lincoln
County farm from irrigation to additional streamflow when needed.
“That project is critical to protect an enormous amount of agricultural production in our state in the Republican
Basin,” Fassett said, as an alternative to shutting down irrigation use in dry years.
He added that N-CORPE wells have not be pumped since 2017 because additional water for the river wasn’t
needed for compliance the past two years.
By Lori Potter
 


Daily Record: Nebraska Hosts People Under Quarantine for Coronavirus
 
Nebraska is hosting a group of Americans under quarantine after possible exposure to the novel coronavirus
outbreak in China at a National Guard facility at the edge of the metropolitan area.
Evacuees from China flew into Eppley Airfield and were taken to Camp Ashland, which sits about 30 miles
southwest of the airport.
The approximately 70 passengers were not going to go inside the terminal at Eppley, officials announced Thursday
morning. The patients are expected to range from children to adults.
Camp Ashland is prepared to house those under quarantine in three buildings with 85 hotel-style rooms at the
camp. Guard officials have said the evacuees won’t interact with guardsmen or employees while staying there.
The University of Nebraska Medical Center and its clinical partner Nebraska Medicine will partner with the federal
government to monitor the evacuees.
“We have the opportunity to step up at a national level to help these rescued Americans and their families,” Gov.
Pete Ricketts said Thursday morning. “We have the expertise right here at UNMC.”
Nebraska Medicine and UNMC handled the treatment of three patients with Ebola in 2014. They recently opened
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Training, Simulation & Quarantine Center, providing a centralized
location for quarantine efforts and adding to the med center’s accomplished Nebraska Biocontainment Unit. The
CDC said everyone arriving in Omaha is not sick. Anyone at Camp Ashland who develops symptoms would be
moved to the Biocontainment Unit or otherwise placed into care at UNMC.
Planes from China also were being sent to military bases in California and Texas, the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services announced last week.
All passengers from China are being screened by federal personnel for symptoms. Americans returning from
China’s Hubei province, the center of the outbreak, are subject to 14 days of mandatory quarantine. For more
information on the outbreak, visit cdc.gov/ncov or dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus. UNMC Global Center for Health







Security has more information available at unmc.edu/healthsecurity. Watch a video of Thursday’s news
conference at omahadailyrecord.com.
By Scott Stewart
 


OWH: 'People fear the unknown,' but officials say Nebraska is equipped to handle coronavirus
quarantine
 
ASHLAND, Neb. — Camp Ashland’s new role as a quarantine site is the topic of the day on Silver Street, the main
drag through downtown Ashland.
Beginning Friday evening, federal officials planned to quarantine 57 Americans returning from China’s Wuhan
area, the epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak.
Local residents said Friday they’re proud Nebraska had been selected as an observation site because of its history
of successfully handling deadly diseases, but some also expressed worry. Public officials and a hotline have fielded
numerous calls.
Jen Haschenburger, owner of Breadeaux Pizza, said she trusts public health experts but has mixed feelings about
the decision to bring in people who might get sick.
“I know they’re experienced and trained in handling those communicable diseases,” she said from the counter of
her shop. “But it’s so close to home.”
Cheri O’Kelly, owner of nearby ice cream and coffee shop Cheri O’s, said several of her customers have expressed
concerns, and local Facebook pages are “wild with rumors.”
“People are nervous,” she said, then added she’s sure people will be safe.
State Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte captured the unease on Thursday during a legislative hearing on proposed
state funding for the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s hoped-for $2.6 billion expansion project, which
would include dealing with large-scale emergencies.
Groene said he’s glad he lives in North Platte, 281 miles from Omaha, where a bunch of “infected” people were
coming. Federal officials have said that none of the arriving Americans have shown signs of having the virus. But
they are considered at increased risk of exposure because of where they were in China.
The returning Americans will be quarantined for 14 days at the Nebraska National Guard’s Camp Ashland. The
camp is 30 miles southwest of downtown Omaha.
Groene said Friday his constituents are worried and want answers.
“This is not simple,” he said.
UNMC Chancellor Dr. Jeffrey Gold said during the hearing that none of the evacuees are symptomatic, but they
are at risk of becoming so. That’s why they’re being quarantined, he said, and why so many precautions are being
taken.
Taylor Wilson, a spokesman for Nebraska Medicine, said the experts involved take their responsibility seriously.
UNMC and Nebraska Medicine have received, on balance, more positive than negative feedback, and many people
have expressed community pride.
“Because of the medical expertise and facilities we have here, there are few places in the world better equipped
to handle this,” he said.
Medical experts say it is better and safer to try to contain people who might contract a disease before it spreads.
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert’s hotline received five calls from people questioning the decision to quarantine the
patients in Nebraska, officials said. Gov. Pete Ricketts’ office receives a handful of calls each day.
“People fear the unknown,” said Dr. Anne O’Keefe, senior epidemiologist at the Douglas County Health
Department. “The word ‘quarantine’ ratchets it up a notch because it’s scary.”
She said the coronavirus information line received about 20 calls on Thursday and more calls than that on Friday
from people asking questions. (The phone number is 402-444-3400.)
She said that’s fewer calls than the department received when UNMC was treating patients during the Ebola
outbreak in 2014.
Ricketts encouraged Nebraskans to rely on trusted sources for news and information on the coronavirus. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is updating a website with the latest information. So is the World
Health Organization.
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That hasn’t stopped a run on supplies. At least one Omaha pharmacy Friday was struggling to find more of the
sought-after highly filtered face masks, called N95s.
This could be bad news for professionals who rely on the masks, including doctors, nurses and home health care
workers, said Todd Davison, purchasing manager for Kubat Pharmacy.
The Ashland Pharmacy also was out of masks Friday, said Staci Hubert, the business owner.
But Hubert said the masks were already difficult to find because of a tough flu season, before suppliers started
running low over the past couple of weeks because of coronavirus.
Terra Uhing, executive director of Three Rivers Public Health Department, which includes Saunders County, home
to Camp Ashland, said people don’t need to run out and buy supplies. Health officials have said the masks are not
needed for the average person.
Uhing stressed that local professionals have trained for this.
“What we’re trying to do is push out factual and the most updated information,” she said.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Bloomberg Tax: State of the States: Tax Relief Leads Governors’ 2020 Agendas
 
Both Democratic and Republican governors are calling for tax relief this year.
And as they mull ways to pay for their tax cuts, which could involve shifting tax burdens in some cases, they’re
careful to avoid any talk of raising taxes as they approach the 2020 elections.
A year ago, governors across the country were pushing to tax online marketplaces, streaming services, marijuana,
and sports betting. New laws brought a bundle of new taxes and a $25.1 billion uptick in revenue collected across
states in the first six months of fiscal year 2020, according to data from the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center.
Now, governors in states like Iowa and Colorado are pursuing larger tax cuts as the fruit of that bounty, while the
rest of the country’s lawmakers are zeroing in on targeted relief.
“It’s not surprising to see some of those public investments on the agenda this year for governors since state
revenues continue to be in a pretty stable place,” said Erica Williams, senior director of state policy initiatives at
the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, alluding to last year’s broad push to tax new industries.
Consider Iowa, where Gov. Kim Reynolds (R), in her state-of-the-state address, outlined a plan to cut income tax
rates for most Iowans by broadening the base of taxpayers who pay the highest rate. She also proposed increasing
the state sales tax by one percentage point, to 7%, which she said would allow an average 10% cut in income
taxes.
Iowa has already enlarged its tax base, particularly with respect to corporations, said Tom Sands, president and
CEO of the Iowa Taxpayers Association, which advocates on behalf of businesses in the state. That helped the
state to increase revenue substantially over the past few years, he said.


In Colorado, Gov. Jared Polis (D) has expressed interest in that approach, calling for the creation of a bipartisan
group to examine how cuts could be paid for with an expansion of the state’s tax base. Colorado also began taxing
marketplace facilitators such as Amazon and Etsy in 2019 and passed legislation to legalize and tax sports
gambling. And the state, the first to legalize marijuana back in 2014, last year collected more than $300 million in
cannabis tax revenue
Only one governor, New Jersey’s Phil Murphy (D), braved the subject of higher income taxes in his state-of-the-
state speech, saying he won’t be “giving up the fight” to increase rates by nearly 20% on those making more than
$1 million a year.
“You do see governors who are seeing good revenue reports, but are also wary of the instability out there—
national politics, the threat of a recession, and a host of other issues,"said Richard Auxier, a researcher at the Tax
Policy Center. “They’re probably more excited to put money in the rainy day fund and look at targeted tax relief,
whether that’s through property taxes or the earned-income tax credit, which is slightly less ambitious but
politically exciting.”
Targeted Relief
Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D-N.Y.) said he wants to cut the income tax rate in half for New York’s small businesses. In
his state of the state speech he also proposed light income tax cuts for the middle class—as well as raising the age
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for children covered by the poverty credit to include more low-income families with infants and newborns.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) also proposed expanding credits—like the earned income tax credit, which gives
tax breaks to low-income Americans.
While the trend is the same nationwide, the local details vary considerably. In West Virginia, Gov. Jim Justice (R)
announced in his state-of-the-state speech that he was calling for an amendment to the state constitution to
eliminate property tax on business inventory. He said the state’s current tax makes it an unattractive place for
investment.
Of the five states that border West Virginia, only Kentucky and handful of localities in Maryland impose similar
taxes on inventory.
Property-tax relief is picking up steam in the Midwest, as governors look to deliver targeted measures. Since many
constituents pay some sort of property tax on their real estate, lowering it for one targeted group or another can
be more politically feasible than pursuing overarching cuts.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) has made property tax relief for homeowners a priority since 2015, when he took
office. In his state-of-the-state speech he unveiled a proposal that would expand the state’s property tax credit
and lower the ceiling on local rates.
The average effective property tax rate in Nebraska is 1.8%, which ranks among the 10 most burdensome in the
country, and well above the national average of about 1.1%, according to smartasset.com.
Ricketts called it the “number one priority Nebraskans want,” noting that property taxes make up about 40% of
taxes the state collects.
Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly (D) is also seeking funds to cut property taxes, with a budget that calls for pumping $54
million of federal funds into a relief program. She also proposed allocating $53 million to expand the state’s credit
for the sales taxes low-income families pay on food. She called for making the credits refundable, meaning that if
the credit exceeds income taxes families owe—they can still reap monetary relief.
How does she plan to pay for the increase in spending?
Although more than 30 states have passed marketplace-facilitator laws, since the landmark South Dakota v.
Wayfair ruling, Kansas has yet to do so. She says “requiring marketplace facilitators to start collecting sales taxes”
would offer a way to offset new spending.
By Sam McQuillan
 


GII: Five state senators, Lt. Gov. Mike Foley discuss pro-life legislation at event Saturday
 
Central Nebraskans were able to learn more about pro-life legislation currently in the Nebraska Legislature at an
event Saturday morning.
The Diocese of Grand Island, Nebraska Catholic Alliance, Nebraska Right to Life, South Central Nebraska Right to
Life, Grand Island Right to Life and Nebraska Family Alliance hosted the “Pro-Life Legislation in Nebraska” event at
Riverside Golf Club.
State Senators Curt Friesen, Suzanne Geist, Steve Halloran, John Lowe, Dave Murman, and Dan Quick all spoke at
the event. Lt. Gov. Mike Foley was also present.
A large portion of Saturday’s discussion centered around LB814, a bill introduced by Geist, of Lincoln, that, if
passed, would end the intact dilation and extraction abortion procedure, also referred to as dismemberment
abortion. Geist said her bill would prohibit dismemberment abortion between 12 and 24 weeks — the second
trimester.
According to a flier distributed at the event, dismemberment abortion is a procedure in which a baby’s limbs are
torn apart limb by limb. The flier said this procedure typically occurs 13 to 24 weeks into a pregnancy. It adds that
at 13 weeks, a baby has fully developed arms and legs.
“Being a pro-life person all of my life, I didn’t know this was legal,” Geist said. “I guess I didn’t know all the details
of abortion like I thought I did. I knew that was done in the first trimester, but I didn’t know that it is OK to do that
in the second trimester.”
Geist said in the Sydney Loofe murder case, her killers were given an additional charge of dismembering a dead
body. She questioned why this doesn’t apply to a living human being.
One of the criticisms of her bill, Geist said, is that it would deny access to women, specifically low-income women,
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to receive a second-trimester abortion. She said this is not the case.
“The fact is, in the state of Nebraska, it is not the most common procedure,” Geist said. “There are two others that
are done more commonly, therefore it is hard for them to argue we are denying access.”
Geist said her bill does not penalize women for getting a dismemberment abortion. Instead, it would penalize the
physician performing the procedure.
A member of the audience later asked Geist why her bill has to go to the judiciary committee prior to going before
the floor of the legislature. She said its goes before that committee because it sets a criminal penalty for those
who perform a dismemberment abortion. The judiciary committee listens to bills that involve criminal penalties.
The other state senators also discussed bills they have introduced in the legislature. Murman, of Glenville, said he
introduced LB994 — the Organ Transplant Act — that would prohibit discrimination against disabled people in
organ transplants.
He said that the University of Nebraska Medical Center and Children’s Hospital, both in Omaha, are the only places
in Nebraska that do organ transplants.
Murman said that while he does not believe either institution discriminates against disabled individuals when it
comes to organ donations, there have been lawsuits concerning this in other parts of the country and wants to be
proactive on the issue.
Quick, of Grand Island, said he believes pro-life extends beyond abortion to areas such as prenatal care, child
welfare, foster care, disabled individuals and elder care. He said he is currently working on issues concerning child
welfare and juvenile justice.
“I sit on a juvenile alternative initiatives (committee) to find out how we can better serve some of these kids who
end up in our detention centers and even end up in corrections,” Quick said. “I also sit on a juvenile interstate
compact which looks into issues where kids who are trafficked to other states and how we can get them back to
our state.”
He said he prioritized a bill to support victims of human trafficking. This past summer, Quick said he and Lowe
each had an interim study to look at issues with the state’s Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Centers (YRTCs).
Quick said he supports LB814.
Friesen, of Henderson, said that while he has never introduced pro-life legislation, he has always supported it.
“Every one of us must, in some meaningful way, engage in the stand for life,” Foley said. “If we do not get this one
right, nothing else is going to matter.”
Lowe said he does not have any hesitation about passing pro-life legislation and that pro-life individuals should not
be worried about how he will vote, but rather how senators “in the middle” will vote on a pro-life bill.
“They are the ones not led by morals,” he said. “They go which way the wind blows and by who talked to them
last. We need to focus on them.”
Halloran, of Hastings, said that debating pro-life issues on the floor of the Legislature is tough, but that it shouldn’t
be. He applauded Geist for introducing LB814 and told her that he and other senators “have her back.”
“I am not anti-choice,” Halloran said. “We have three choices: abstinence, adoption or parenthood. So in that
regard, I am pro-choice, you just have to make the right choice. The choice of killing your child is not a choice.”
Nate Grasz, policy director for Nebraska Family Alliance, asked the state senators about what gives them hope and
encouragement in the Legislature in continuing to fight for the right to life.
Geist said a group of high school juniors and seniors interested in politics came together at the state capital and,
despite their differing views on abortion, agreed that her bill was the most important bill currently before the
Legislature and should be passed.
Lowe said, when he first ran for the Legislature in 2016, he was invited to the University of Nebraska at Kearney by
then-student Marilyn Synek to speak on pro-life issues. He said this gave him hope that college students are pro-
life.
By Austin Koeller
 


LJS: Court to hear case regarding historical horse racing on Tuesday
 
A hearing has been scheduled in Lancaster County District Court for Tuesday to consider the future of historical
horse racing machines in the state of Nebraska.







In January, the Nebraska Attorney General's Office asked a judge to nullify the State Racing Commission's decision
to allow historical horse racing at Fonner Park in Grand Island.
The suit didn't come as a surprise, given that the office sent a letter to the racing commission in November 2018
advising members they didn't have legal authority to approve wagering on previously run races using historical
horse racing machines.
Suzanne Gage, director of communications for the Attorney General's office, has said they are asking the court to
declare the commission’s action unlawful and to stop the use of the machines "as Nebraska law does not permit
the commission’s unilateral decision to expand gambling without action by the Legislature or the citizens of
Nebraska."
It's the second lawsuit to be filed in Lancaster County District Court seeking court review of the commission's final
order in December approving the new, controversial form of wagering and machines for Fonner Park.
Also in January, two Hall County residents — Duane Fuller of Grand Island and Jeffery Hayman of Doniphan —
sued to block the order from going into effect, alleging it was unconstitutional.
Historical horse racing terminals allow a bettor to make wagers on unidentified horses in previously run races from
across the U.S., officials with AmTote International said.
The terminals, which look like slot machines and operate in Kentucky, Wyoming, Oregon and Alabama, are seen by
proponents as a way to draw more people to the tracks and keep the struggling horse racing industry viable after
decades of decline in Nebraska.
Fonner Park has said it plans to install the terminals so they're operational Feb. 21, when the track opens its
annual live racing meet.
 


OWH: Native American advocacy group says new social studies standards are 'profound' step
forward
 
Leaders of a Native American advocacy group are praising Nebraska’s new social studies standards as a historic
step forward.
The standards open the door for a more accurate depiction of the history and cultural contributions of Native
Americans, they say.
The changes, which emphasize the perspectives of marginalized groups, are “profound,” according to leaders of
the Nebraska Indian Education Association.
Particularly notable, they say, is the inclusion of pre-Columbian history, the centuries when indigenous people
thrived in the Americas before the arrival of Christopher Columbus.
“Students and staff in Nebraska will also learn about our native people’s contributions to the United States, and
our history with the U.S. government from a different perspective,” said Marian Holstein, the association’s
executive director.
Last year, Holstein, a member of the Winnebago Public Schools board, found little to like in an early draft, giving
the drafters a C for effort.
After examining the new standards line by line, Holstein has upped the grade to a B+.
Written by a group of Nebraska educators and adopted by the Nebraska State Board of Education in November,
the standards describe what K-12 students should know about and be able to do in history, government, civics,
geography and economics.
School districts must adopt the standards or their own of equal or greater rigor within a year. The state does not
dictate curriculum — the courses, materials and lessons for teaching the standards. That is developed by local
districts.
While the former standards, adopted in 2012, encouraged examining history from different perspectives, the
importance of understanding different points of view is weaved throughout the new standards, with examples to
emphasize the point.
Native American advocates note that the prior standards made no mention of pre-Columbian history.
That addition, by itself, is enough to give the standards a higher mark, Holstein said.
In the new standards, fifth graders will examine pre-Columbian events, people and cultures.
Teaching about the people and cultures that preceded European colonization is crucial for the success of Native
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American students, Holstein said.
When they learn accurate history about North America’s first peoples, it builds their pride and self-esteem, she
said.
This leads to greater academic success, she said.
Derek LaPointe, executive officer of the Santee Sioux Nation tribal council and one of the association organizers,
said Native Americans frequently suffer from an identity crisis, even in adulthood, because their history and
culture is portrayed inaccurately or ignored altogether.
They find themselves asking, “Who am I and where do I come from?” he said.
In addition, he said, young Nebraskans who learn about Native American history will be better prepared to teach
Native American kids, he said.
He noted that the standards even mention the American Indian Movement, a group whose aggressive pursuit of
Native American causes has made it controversial. LaPointe said the group deserves a place in the standards
because of its role in securing Native American rights.
Holstein said if Native American history is not taught, there’s a risk of losing it.
Teaching about multiple peoples and cultures, meanwhile, will give students a more global perspective and help
them understand the effects of colonization globally, she said.
Holstein said the standards, by her count, contain more than 130 examples and guidance to expand the
knowledge and understanding of Native American history and cultures.
The association succeeded in pushing for changes that put the focus on Nebraska tribes, not just the significant
events nationally. To that end, the writers included the history of their forced removal and relocation from other
states to Nebraska.
The standards mention the Ponca Trail of Tears, the Santee Exile and Winnebago Removal, and Native American
boarding schools.
The Ponca Trail of Tears is mentioned in the old standards, but the Santee Exile and Winnebago Removal are new,
as is the mention of boarding schools.
Holstein and LaPointe said they recognize that the standards are a first step and that it’s important to develop
curriculum materials such as videos and podcasts for teachers.
They hope to work with Nebraska tribes to develop materials and make them available to teachers.
Officials at the Nebraska Department of Education said they’re encouraged by the association’s efforts and are
eager to see what materials they develop.
Like with the old standards, department officials said they intend to create and identify an inventory of
instructional materials that can be used by local districts to teach the standards.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Staffers assaulted at Kearney youth center; three hospitalized, senator says
 
LINCOLN — State officials confirmed that several staff members were assaulted early Friday at the troubled Youth
Rehabilitation and Treatment Center-Kearney.
The incident occurred in one of the male dorms about 1:30 a.m., according to a joint statement from the Nebraska
State Patrol and Department of Health and Human Services, which runs the center.
The staff members received injuries that were not life-threatening and the situation was resolved by law
enforcement about 1:55 a.m., the statement said. It did not provide any other details.
Khalilah LeGrand, an HHS spokeswoman, said that the matter is still being investigated but that everyone was safe.
“The teams in our YRTC System serve some of our most challenging youth,” she said. “We continue to support our
team and provide them with the tools they need to help manage behaviors, facilitate treatment and ensure safety
and security of staff and the youth we serve.”
State Sen. Sara Howard of Omaha, chair of the Health and Human Services Committee, said she got information
that four boys were involved and they used pieces taken from their beds as weapons. She reported that three staff
members were taken to the hospital.
Since August, the Kearney center has housed both male and female juvenile offenders. Most of the teenage boys
are in barracks-style housing, where multiple boys share living space.







The girls were moved out of a similar center in Geneva after staff shortages, inadequate programming and
deteriorating buildings combined to create a crisis. State lawmakers have since undertaken an investigation of
what led to and followed the crisis and are pursuing several pieces of legislation.
The assaults follow an incident last week in which two boys escaped from the center and allegedly stole two
vehicles, assaulted a driver and racked up multiple potential charges in three counties.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Nebraska Supreme Court: Auto insurance must pay policyholders the same as others
 
LINCOLN — The Nebraska Supreme Court ruled Friday that an injured policyholder should get as much coverage
from his auto insurance policy as any other person.
The decision was a vindication for Larry Freudenburg, an Alma, Nebraska, man who was severely injured in a 2016
crash in Kansas.
“I’m sure he’ll be very excited to hear the news,” said Jack Lafleur, one of Freudenburg’s attorneys. “He felt very
strongly about that.”
The ruling was based on the intent of Nebraska lawmakers in 2013, when they changed state law to prevent auto
insurers from paying out less when the injured person is the policyholder or a member of the policyholder’s
household.
The case at issue began with a crash in Sedgwick County, Kansas, that killed Freudenburg’s wife, Sherry, who had
been driving. The crash left Freudenburg with medical expenses topping $100,000 and a long road to recovery.
He suffered another hit when he filed a claim with Shelter Mutual Insurance Co., which wrote the policy covering
the couple’s vehicle. The policy had a $100,000 maximum on bodily injury coverage.
But Shelter paid only $25,000, the minimum level of coverage required under Nebraska law. The company cited a
“partial household exemption” clause in the policy, which allowed for reduced coverage of injuries to the
policyholder, a relative or any member of the policyholder’s household.
Freudenburg turned to the State Department of Insurance for help. Insurance Director Bruce Ramge sent Shelter a
letter that said the company’s clause violated the 2013 state law.
Shelter responded by asking the Lancaster County District Court for an order upholding the clause. That court
decided in Shelter’s favor, ruling that the 2013 law change only prohibited insurance companies from reducing
coverage below the state minimum level.
The state high court disagreed, based on the language of the law and its legislative history.
“The 2013 amendment was introduced with the specific intent to render invalid both partial household exclusions
and total household exclusions,” the opinion said.
Theresa Koller, an attorney representing Shelter, declined to comment on the decision.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Regents add GPA as another way students can gain admission to NU
 
High schoolers have a new option for gaining admission to three campuses of the University of Nebraska system.
First-year applicants can now get in by submitting a GPA of 3.0 or higher.
Under the former rules, applicants to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at Omaha or
the University of Nebraska at Kearney had to either:


·         Score 20 or higher on the ACT or 1030 or higher on the SAT Critical Reading and Math sections.
·         Rank in the top half of their high school graduating class.


The University of Nebraska Board of Regents unanimously approved adding the third option Friday.
Applicants now have two options for gaining assured admission without test scores. It takes effect immediately,
according to UNL spokeswoman Leslie Reed. Regardless of which of the three options applicants choose, they
must also have taken certain core courses in high school.
The change was prompted in part by some school districts in Nebraska and across the country eliminating class
rank, according to Abby Freeman, UNL’s director of admissions.
Under the former rules, the only option for a student to gain assured admission without a rank would be to submit
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test scores.
“As we are seeing more and more high schools move away from a class ranking system, that really narrowed
down, on that performance requirement, to only a test score,” Freeman said. “And we felt that that was, perhaps,
limiting some really talented scholars from gaining assured admission to one of our institutions.”
The change comes amid a national debate about the reliance on test scores for admission.
While the creators of the ACT and SAT maintain that their tests are reliable predictors of college success, critics
contend the opposite. Many colleges and universities have made test scores optional on grounds that judging
students on test scores discriminates on the basis of a student’s race or their parents’ income or education level.
Education watchers have their eyes on the giant University of California system, which is examining whether to
continue using test scores in admissions.
This week, a faculty task force that studied UC’s admissions recommended continued use. The task force
concluded that test scores are reliable predictors of success, and they expressed concern over how to fairly
evaluate a student who submitted test scores relative to one who did not.
Freeman said admissions officers at the three Nebraska schools are comfortable about adding the GPA option.
“That 3.0 was really the GPA where we felt we were bringing students to the institution who were going to
succeed and graduate from our institutions,” she said.
She said she doesn’t consider the university system to be “test optional” because it still asks students to submit
test scores for scholarships and other aid.
Dusty Newton, UNK’s director of admissions, said he doesn’t expect the change to result in a surge of applicants.
But he said the change was necessary in light of school districts such as Millard eliminating class rank.
“So we really needed to get this GPA into our admission requirements because there are lots of schools out there
that don’t rank,” Newton said.
By Joe Dejka
 


LJS: Carter previews 5-year priorities for NU
 
University of Nebraska President Ted Carter announced Friday, during his first meeting leading the university
system, he is officially a Nebraskan.
"I have a driver's license, I have plates on my car, I've paid some taxes and I've already voted," said Carter, who
started at NU on Jan. 1 after emerging last October as the sole finalist to replace Hank Bounds.
The former superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy told the NU Board of Regents he had spent his first month
on the job diving into the data about the system, with an eye on developing a five-year strategic plan by April 17.
The themes underlying that plan, which will be unveiled in conjunction with Carter's installation, are growth,
retention and culture, he said, that will be stitched into the strategic plans of the individual campuses.
"I think you're going to see some bold ideas about how we can grow our impact on our students, our state and the
world," Carter said.
The new president lauded NU and its partners in state government for keeping tuition costs in check and student
debt below the national average, but said the university "can and will do better."
New investments by the university, the state and private donors like in UNL's College of Engineering are capable of
drawing new students and bolstering enrollment, Carter said.
But NU's campuses in Lincoln, Omaha and Kearney will also need to do more to keep students between their
freshman and sophomore years, the period most students drop out.
According to the data, UNL's approximately 83% retention rate is below its peer average of 87%, while UNO (77%)
and UNK (79%) exceed comparable institutions.
Carter said as part of the Commit to Complete initiative, which challenges students to work toward a college
degree in four years, helping them enter the workforce faster and graduate with less student debt, NU should
strive for retention rates between 85% and 90% at its three undergraduate campuses.
"We must ensure students are prepared to enter their first year in college, sometimes referred to as grade 13,
that they have the support and resources to progress through a four-year program and know a job awaits them
upon graduation," he said.
Only about half of NU students graduate in four years, however.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Fnews%2Feducation%2Fnebraska-act-scores-reveal-college-readiness-gap-between-ethnic-racial%2Farticle_f26249ad-088f-5fb9-a45f-d2452271301d.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e2dc57aa29645d04e5508d7ae3b7f6a%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637169442883549913&sdata=8Qa93RHEaGJRHaN3wiEsb2HY%2BJdUY7uTUkSQtPmgXuE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Fnews%2Feducation%2Fmillard-school-board-eliminates-class-rank-will-replace-with-latin%2Farticle_3f218276-4557-11e5-bd02-eb32a5c69c25.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4e2dc57aa29645d04e5508d7ae3b7f6a%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637169442883549913&sdata=1XtCTvHxIzTNoRohpV4X6tp%2FUUctvB1%2Bdqpfg17PtRc%3D&reserved=0





"Four years might not be the best path for everyone, but I'm convinced we can do more to help educate our
students on the benefits of timely graduation versus the costs of staying in school longer," he said.
Expanding online education opportunities might play into that plan, Carter said, while it is also important to recruit
and retain top faculty and staff, who are paid less than their peers at other institutions.
"Remaining 4.5% to 3% behind our peers at UNL and UNMC, respectively, is like putting up a 'for sale' sign for our
talent in the university's front yard," he said. "I promise, we're going to make this a priority to fix."
Carter said he'll also emphasize improving diversity among the student bodies and faculty. He noted that while
52% of NU's students are women, only 38% of its faculty are.
His strategic planning document will also focus on improving nonresident enrollment at NU; engaging the research
enterprise to solve local, state, national and global problems; building community partnerships, and pursuing
sustainability and energy efficiency efforts.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: Husker volleyball fans may get parking garage near Devaney
 
The University of Nebraska Board of Regents approved paying $5 million more for a new track and field complex
north of the Devaney Sports Center.
Construction on the $16.5 million facility is slated to start next month, and Husker track and field athletes are
expected to move from Ed Weir Stadium to their new home for the 2021 outdoor season.
The additional funds, which will enhance amenities for athletes and competition areas so that the new complex
can host major meets, will be paid for through private donations.
But as work on the new track is ramping up this summer and fall, Regent Howard Hawks pointed out a loss of
parking for fans attending events at Devaney.
"Volleyball is one of our most important sports ... where we have high-level competitive capabilities," Hawks said.
"I would urge, if we approve this, that we expect as a board a follow-up at our next meeting or two on what are
we really going to do about volleyball parking."
Chancellor Ronnie Green said the University of Nebraska-Lincoln is finalizing plans to shift parking directly to the
east of Devaney, which is now a vacant lot on Nebraska Innovation Campus.
In the future, Green added, parking on the site, which is also used for fans attending Lincoln Stars hockey games,
could become permanent.
"We think there is a high probability that would be converted to garage parking," Green said.
Early plans for Innovation Campus showed multiple parking structures throughout the 250-acre site on the former
State Fairgrounds, but surface parking is the only option now available.
The board approved expanding the budget for the new track on a 6-2 vote.
Regent Paul Kinney of Amherst said he was concerned about adding $5 million more to the project without the
final plans in place. Regent Jim Pillen of Columbus also voted against increasing the scope of the project.
The Athletic Department is moving the track and field complex from northeast of Memorial Stadium to make way
for a $155 million athletic facility, which will house the Nebraska football team, among other things.
In other business:
* Pillen succeeded Tim Clare of Lincoln as chairman of the board for 2020. Kinney, who was elected vice chairman,
will serve as chairman next year.
* Speaker of the Legislature Jim Scheer, in his final annual address to regents, said he believes the relationship
between NU and the Legislature is "better than I have ever seen it."
"The university, I'm going to be honest with you, is not just on the verge, you are on a pinnacle where, literally, the
sky is the limit," Scheer said.
He also indicated there is broad support among lawmakers for a $2.6 billion public-private partnership for facilities
at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
* Nebraska Hall on the UNL campus will become home to a new data center and institutional research division.
The $5.1 million renovation of the second and third floors of Nebraska Hall East, which will open in December, will
be paid for through deferred maintenance funds provided through a state appropriation.
By Chris Dunker







 


OWH: The federal portion of massive UNMC project is a big ask — and Nebraska's not the only one
asking
 
WASHINGTON — The NExT Project represents a towering, ambitious vision for the future of the University of
Nebraska Medical Center.
That vision also comes with a towering, ambitious price tag of $2.6 billion.
Backers of the proposed all-hazard response facility are seeking to line up hundreds of millions in state dollars to
be matched by private donations and local contributions, but the project would rely on the federal government for
about half its construction cost, and landing such a sum from Uncle Sam is no simple task.
However, Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb., says the state’s congressional delegation has experience working in a
bipartisan fashion to support such big endeavors.
Consider the millions in federal money secured for UNMC facilities and training related to Ebola and other highly
infectious diseases. Or the groundbreaking public-private partnership, blessed by Congress, that is responsible for
an expansion of Omaha’s VA Medical Center. A new U.S. Strategic Command headquarters just opened at Offutt
Air Force Base.
“Same play, same play,” Fortenberry said of the NExT Project. “We’re going to run the same play. It’s very
predictable.”
Fortenberry holds a key seat on the House Appropriations Committee, which controls the federal purse strings.
Meanwhile, Rep. Don Bacon and Sen. Deb Fischer, both Nebraska Republicans, serve on the House and Senate
Armed Services Committees.
Those panels are responsible for writing the annual National Defense Authorization Act.
The NExT Project is rooted in a section of the most recent NDAA, language that establishes a pilot project to
explore public-private solutions to what UNMC Chancellor Jeffrey Gold says is a top priority both for the federal
government and the American people.
Gold said studies show the country has inadequate “surge capacity” for responding to natural disasters, power
plant meltdowns, chemical spills and other large-scale hazards. Imagine waves of wounded or sick that would
come from nuclear fallout or a fast-moving epidemic. Recent headlines about the ongoing coronavirus outbreak
underscore the potential for a sudden influx of patients.
“We are literally one airplane flight away from the spread of some highly communicable disease,” Gold said.
That’s why he’s pitching the new response facility that would sit on the medical center campus and include about
1,200 beds. To meet the needs of the community, traditional hospital patients would use much of that bed space,
but a large portion would be available in the event of a large emergency involving serious burns, chemical injuries
or radiation exposure.
“There’s no burn unit in the country currently that could deal with 600 patients, but we would have to have the
staff and the supplies in order to handle that,” Gold said.
In addition to fulfilling national and local health needs, the project would bring a massive economic boost. And
Gold says Omaha has a strong argument for being the site selected for such a facility.
There’s the proximity of Offutt and StratCom, which works closely with the university on a host of priorities, and
the local history of successful public-private partnerships.
The construction cost wasn’t plucked out of the air, Gold stressed. Architectural and engineering firms have
worked through estimates and the resulting numbers are on par with other similar large-scale university hospital
projects around the country, he said.
Gold and other top UNMC officials have been traveling to Washington regularly in recent months for meetings
with Capitol Hill lawmakers, as well as officials at the Pentagon and the Department of Health and Human Services.
Nebraska lawmakers have been cautiously upbeat about the project’s prospects.
“Our goal is to make this the hub of the Midwest for biodefense,” Bacon said.
Several years ago, UNMC was awarded $19.8 million in federal money to develop a new training, simulation and
quarantine center after its partner, the Nebraska Medical Center, was one of a small number of U.S. hospitals to
care for Ebola patients during the 2014-2015 outbreak.
And the $86 million expansion of the VA Medical Center includes $56 million in federal money, with Heritage
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Services responsible for raising the remaining $30 million.
While the NExT project is orders of magnitude larger than those projects, the need is also much greater,
Fortenberry said.
Still, no one should be looking for bulldozers to start rolling anytime soon.
“This is just in the realm of possibility at the moment, so I don’t want to create an unrealistic expectation,”
Fortenberry said, then leaned over to speak closely and directly into a reporter’s digital recorder. “I don’t want to
create an unrealistic expectation.”
Fischer noted that while she believes Nebraska is the best location for the project, other states will be pursuing it
as well.
“This is a really big lift, and obviously it’s going to be very competitive,” Fischer said. “We’re going to work hard as
a delegation to sell the good things we have in the state of Nebraska.”
By Joseph Morton
 


LJS: After 80 years in Washington, J. Sterling Morton will come home — all 5,500 pounds of him
 
Willa Cather’s headed to Washington, and her new role there will send J. Sterling Morton packing.
But the 9-foot, 5,500-pound bronze statue of the Nebraska politician and Arbor Day founder — on display in the
U.S Capitol for more than 80 years — won’t be homeless.
He’s headed back to the only place that asked for him, his adopted hometown of Nebraska City.
“It was natural,” said Ron Hull, chair of the Willa Cather National Statuary Hall Selection Committee. “All along, it
seemed to me that Nebraska City was the appropriate place. Everything about him is there.”
Two years ago, state senators voted to replace Morton and William Jennings Bryan as Nebraska’s longtime
representatives at the Capitol’s National Statuary Hall. The Standing Bear Selection Committee handled the Ponca
chief’s move to Washington, which sent Bryan to the National Guard Museum in Seward.
Hull’s committee was tasked with funding and commissioning a statue of Cather — and finding a home for
Morton. It raised more than $200,000, most of it donated by Senior U.S. District Court Judge Laurie Smith Camp,
and hired a Creighton University artist to create a 7-foot sculpture of the Red Cloud writer.
And in October, it issued a request for proposals looking for potential homes for Morton.
It received just one. Bryan, by comparison, was at the center of lobbying efforts by Lincoln and Seward.
“I was a little surprised,” Hull said. “But, on the other hand, I think most Nebraskans think of J. Sterling Morton and
think of Nebraska City.”
The Illinois native moved to Nebraska City in 1854 and became a farmer, editor and member of the territorial
legislature. He served as territorial secretary and, later, secretary of agriculture for President Grover Cleveland.
But he became a household name — at least in Nebraska — for launching Arbor Day in 1872. Nebraskans planted
an estimated 1 million trees that first year.
His statue belongs in the town where he planted his roots, said Doug Friedli, a member of the Nebraska City
committee that formed to try to bring him home.
“We think it makes total sense. He and his wife lived here for their whole married life, raised their sons here, and
he started his campaign to plant trees here in Nebraska City.”
They found a downtown home for him on the east side of the Otoe County Courthouse, the state’s oldest public
building, built a decade after Morton landed in Nebraska City. Otoe County plans to build a new entry with a half-
circle drive, and adjusted its plans to accommodate the statue, Friedli said.
It’s also close to raising the estimated $5,000 to carry Morton home in the same truck that will move Cather to
Washington.
But it’s unclear when that will happen.
The Cather statue should be done this summer, and Hull would like an autumn dedication, like Standing Bear’s. It’s
an election year, though, and congressional schedulers might have other priorities, he said.
So it could be next year before Cather sends Morton home.
By Peter Salter
 


AP: All 27 Nebraska bridges damaged by 2019 flooding now open







 
HADAR, Neb. (AP) — All the bridges damaged during last spring’s massive flooding in Nebraska have now been
reopened.
The Nebraska Department of Transportation said the Nebraska 13 bridge near Hadar in northeast Nebraska
reopened Friday. The bridge about four miles north of Norfolk was the final one of 27 bridges damaged during last
spring’s flooding to reopen.
The flooding last March caused the closure of 3,300 miles of highway in Nebraska. All of the highways affected by
the flooding have been reopened.
The Transportation Department says it spent $2.8 million to replace the Hadar bridge.
 


OWH: Highway 275 reopens after Elkhorn River flooding closed it down
 
U.S. Highway 275 in Dodge County is back open to traffic after floodwaters closed a portion of the highway Friday.
On Saturday, the Nebraska Department of Transportation announced in a tweet that the highway reopened
between West Point and the Nebraska Highway 91 junction, near Scribner.
The department advised that flaggers are present and drivers should use caution.
Highway 275 has reopened between 92 & 275 jct and West Point! Flaggers are present and travelers should
proceed with caution. Keep up to date by checking https://t.co/KD6t82hKgL! pic.twitter.com/un5LcAwsoI
— Nebraska DOT (@NebraskaDOT) February 8, 2020
At 10 a.m. Friday, the department announced that a 9-mile stretch of the highway was closed because of flooding
from ice jams on the Elkhorn River. The National Weather Service had issued a flood warning for Dodge County
until 10:30 a.m. Saturday.
By Jeffrey Rob
 


OWH Editorial: Encouraging diversity is a crucial step for a stronger Nebraska future
 
Encouraging a culture of respect and welcome is crucial to Nebraska’s future. The more that Nebraska embraces
inclusion in regard to race, ethnicity, sexual orientation and gender identity, the greater the opportunities for
individual Nebraskans and the state as a whole.
Nurturing such a climate makes moral sense, by respecting the worth of all residents, as well as economic sense,
by maximizing Nebraska’s economic potential.
An observation on this score from Jim Smith, executive director of the Blueprint Nebraska economic development
initiative, is encouraging. During his visits to communities across the state, local business, civic and educational
leaders regularly emphasized the importance of inclusion for their communities’ long-term health and prosperity.
Time and again, those leaders stated that “we have to be a welcoming community and embrace inclusiveness,” he
told The World-Herald.
Indeed, Nebraska is becoming increasing diverse in communities of all sizes. By 2040, nearly one in three
Nebraskans will be a member of a minority group, up from one in five currently, World-Herald staff writer Henry
Cordes reports.
School districts as well as higher-education institutions across the state are commendably working to meet the
needs of an increasingly diverse Nebraska. To boost its minority graduation rate, the University of Nebraska
system has adopted a “Commit to Complete” initiative. This year, minorities account for about 18% of the
freshman class at University of Nebraska-Lincoln and 36% at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
Creighton University, with students of color making up 26% of its freshmen class, has various programs to support
minority students, including through its Intercultural Center.
A growing number of Nebraska business leaders call for greater action to promote inclusiveness. Bryan Slone,
president of the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry, summed it up well when he stated, “As we go
forward, diversity and inclusion is not an option, it’s not something nice — it’s fundamental to the economic
development of our state.”
In addition to recruitment and hiring practices by business, educational institutions can help boost academic
opportunities for adult workers. Nebraska has one of the biggest gaps of any state when the percentage of white
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residents with at least a two-year degree beyond high school is compared with that for minority residents.
A needed step Nebraska should take this year is passage of Legislative Bill 627, now before the Legislature. The
measure would give lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender workers the same protection against job discrimination
that current law provides for people based on race, color, religion and gender.
Omaha several years ago passed a similar measure through a local ordinance, and Iowa adopted such a state law
13 years ago.
A letter in the Sunday Public Pulse from a young Nebraskan underscored how passage of LB 627 would send a
needed message to young people. “I am one of many young Nebraskans mulling whether to return after
graduation,” Chris Russert wrote from Mankato, Minn. “Denying these protections sends a message that if you do
not fit in a narrowly defined box of what our state leaders define as acceptable, they will not have your back.” It’s
important for Nebraska, he wrote, to “grow by embracing a more diverse and accepting future.”
In business, education and community life, Nebraska has vital opportunities to nurture welcoming, dynamic
communities. Together, let’s take these steps forward now.
 


OWH Editorial: OPS strategic plan identifies sound approaches to meet key needs
 
The new five-year strategic plan developed by Omaha Public Schools shows impressive, professional-minded
foresight by Nebraska’s largest school district.
The plan identifies sensible goals for improved academic performance and professional development and outlines
sound approaches to reach them. It describes practical options to boost efficiency. It insists on fiscal discipline. It
encourages innovation. It explains the growing importance of educational technology as an instructional tool.
And it impressively emphasizes that over time, status quo thinking won’t do — conditions will change, and in
response OPS must be ready to adjust its policies and operational culture to meet future challenges. Such thinking
guided OPS in developing this new plan: The district used original analysis and planning rather than merely
extending its previous five-year plan.
Indeed, one of the principles OPS Superintendent Cheryl Logan emphasizes for the district is to regularly scrutinize
individual policies and programs to check if they still have relevance and value. If not, they should be jettisoned. In
other words: No more “this is the way we’ve always done it” thinking. That’s sound, flexible thinking to be
welcomed by any well-functioning institution.
The district, with 54,000 students and 62 schools, can point to current achievements but also to challenges. No
planning roadmap will magically solve every need in short order. But the new plan usefully explains key challenges
and points the way toward coordinated policies to address them.
The plan’s strong focus on improved strategies for reading is welcome, for example. The district will hire reading
specialists and add Reading Recovery, a program that gives one-on-one assistance to young students who are
struggling with reading and writing.
As Logan observes, “When people come to the Omaha Public Schools and trust us with their children, we should
be able to deliver on making sure that every child can read by the end of third grade.”
Encouraging, too, is the plan’s push to reduce student absences — identified as a key long-term factor
determining a student’s academic success or failure. The plan cites specific goals for addressing absenteeism. In
the same vein, OPS has set “ethic of care” goals to strengthen relations with families, as measured in school
climate surveys.
Under Logan’s management, OPS has achieved impressive fiscal stewardship. OPS had budgeted $617 million for
the past school year, but the district wound up spending $570 million. A national consultant, expert in school
finance, conducted a wide-ranging analysis of the district’s finances and budgetary approach.
The new strategic plan promotes sound budget management in multiple ways. By June 2021, for example, the
district will require audits of existing systems and technology contracts “to increase fiscal responsibility, eliminate
redundancy in technology purchasing and create a schedule for procurement of technology” needs through 2030.
These approaches in the new plan — encompassing instruction, staff development, school/family relations and
budget management — offer encouraging promise for the future of OPS and our community.
 


OWH Editorial: Business incentives bill is a plus for urban and rural Nebraska







 
The support by State Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte for the business incentive proposal before the Legislature
is one more indicator of how Legislative Bill 720 is a plus for urban and rural Nebraska. Groene is a stalwart
proponent of Nebraska rural interests, and his support for the amended bill shows how soundly crafted incentives
can benefit all parts of the state.
 


OWH Editorial: Prison director's visit to North Omaha was commendable outreach
 
It was encouraging to see that Scott Frakes, the head of Nebraska’s state prison system, met recently with North
Omaha residents to answer questions and receive feedback. Such outreach promotes needed communication and
accountability.
Frakes has an immensely challenging job. At the same time, the difficulties of his work don’t remove his obligation,
as the prison system CEO, to encourage prison operations that meet the full standard of proper treatment.
The session in North Omaha featured appropriate questions for him on issues including overcrowding, treatment
options, solitary confinement and the blocking of some volunteer prison visitors and community organizations. It
was good to see a Nebraska public official interacting with the public and responding to questions about complex
issues.
Dialogue doesn’t automatically solve problems, but it does encourage improved understanding and gives public
officials a better sense of Nebraskans’ concerns and priorities.
North Omaha is a majority-black part of our city. The most recent data indicate that black inmates made up 28.4%
of Nebraska’s prison population in 2017; overall that year, African Americans accounted for 4.4% of the state’s
population. Prison demographics will never exactly match a state’s overall makeup, but the figures highlight why
Nebraska prison policy has particular significance among black Omahans.
Credit in helping arrange the North Omaha meeting goes to community advocate Preston Love Jr., and Jasmine
Harris, director of advocacy and policy for RISE, a local organization that helps people exit prison and reenter
regular life. Love and Harris recently met with Gov. Pete Ricketts, and plans for Frakes’ visit grew from their
discussions. Another public meeting with Frakes is scheduled for March 14 at Omaha North High School.
Such public access is productive and valuable in facilitating community understanding and government
accountability. All involved in this effort deserve a salute.
 


OWH Editorial: OPPD and Sarpy County need to communicate, resolve their concerns
 
A commendable partnership among Sarpy County governments is pursuing a vital goal: extending sewer service to
the southern portion of the county. That initiative will be vital in facilitating new economic development in Sarpy
County.
A complication has arisen, however: Plans by the Omaha Public Power District to build large-scale solar arrays —
involving up to 3,000 acres — could convert a large chunk of Sarpy territory to non-taxable status, depriving the
sewer initiative of needed revenues.
The situation clearly calls for close communication and coordination. Both of these projects are eminently worthy,
serving the long-term public interest. The two sides have an obligation to seek a workable solution so that both
projects can move forward to reach their full potential.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Together, let's nurture climate-smart agriculture in Nebraska
 
The writer is a retired professor with the department of agronomy and horticulture at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, writing for the Nebraska Elder Climate Legacy Initiative, founded by Nebraska natural resources specialists.
It is time for Nebraska and neighboring states to embrace a new vision and direction for agriculture!
It has been a hard year for our region’s agricultural producers. Recent extreme weather challenges came when
farmers had experienced multi-year drops in incomes due to ongoing trade wars and commodity surpluses.
Simultaneously, high input costs — including property taxes — had already contributed to thin profit margins.
While today’s agriculture is highly productive and efficient, leading to low food costs, market prices often fail to







provide a livable income for producers. Furthermore, our specialization in a few crops or a single livestock
enterprise leads to even greater economic instability.
Today, America’s urban society is largely disconnected from its basic food source, with little understanding of
agriculture. That leads to misunderstandings as well as a lack of appreciation for ag producers, their challenges
and the vital roles they play. Producers’ practices that seem to be necessary to feed the population are
increasingly seen by the urban population as detrimental to the environment.
Producers are on an economic and public relations treadmill, with high-dollar stakes, increasing risk, mounting
uncertainty and public scrutiny. Extreme weather events brought on by our changing climate only add to the
economic and environmental vulnerability.
Business as usual is not sustainable — we need a new vision. This new approach not only must result in production
of abundant, nourishing and safe food supplies. It must also sustain our natural resources and protect both rural
and urban environments.
We are not suggesting a return to an earlier era of farming structure, practices or technologies. Nor are we
advocating for extreme dietary shifts or government regulations. No, we see a new vision building on the
strengths of our current food production processes. Our producers are already using precision technology, and
many are applying sound water and land management practices. But, there are additional possible refinements in
farming practices, and new opportunities exist.
Nebraska is a top five food-producing state with the natural resources, human capital and ingenuity to lead this
transformation. Farming principles and practices that seek to rehabilitate and enhance the entire ecosystem are
being tested. If refined and adopted, they may also increase land productivity and profitability, and build greater
resilience to weather extremes.
A key component is protecting and improving soil health.
Nationwide, there has been a decline in soil health, with productivity maintained using synthetic fertilizers.
Nebraska’s farmers lead the nation in the percentage of harvested cropland under no-till practices (53%), which
favor soil health. Other important soil health practices — e.g., more diverse crop rotations, cover crops and
holistic management systems — are used sparingly. Of note: The Nebraska Legislature last year created a Healthy
Soils Task Force to further enhance this state’s current efforts to improve our soils.
“Climate-Smart” agriculture provides a host of valuable “ecosystem services” — benefits — for all of us. These
include reduced erosion and downstream flooding, enhanced water quality, reduced irrigation needs, restored
wildlife and pollinator habitat, reduced greenhouse gas emissions and, perhaps significant, atmospheric
reductions of CO2 via permanent carbon sequestration.
These benefits show that agriculture is part of the solution in mitigating a changing climate and protecting and
enhancing the environment. We need to recognize and appreciate our farmers’ and ranchers’ vital roles as
primary stewards of the state’s land and water resources.
But ag can’t make that transition alone. We all must share the stewardship responsibility and costs. We must
support and appropriately pay farmers and ranchers for these eco-system services rendered — something our
current systems largely fail to do.
These thoughts merely scratch the surface of a new vision for Nebraska’s agricultural future. It will take the
wisdom and will of both rural and urban Nebraskans to embrace the potential and then build and invest in a 21st
century production agricultural system that leads the nation.
So, let’s begin.
By Tom Hoegemeyer
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Let's bolster public health preparation against the coronavirus threat
 
The writer is dean of the College of Public Health at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
Our nation, once again, finds itself at the worst possible time to prepare for a public health threat: in the midst of
a public health emergency of international concern.
Worries about the novel coronavirus have the public, and public servants, asking the predictable questions. They
inquire about the nature and prevention of the disease, about the existence of an ample supply of face masks and
protective gear, and about the outlook for the development and deployment of a drug or vaccine.







We have seen this before — and recently. Many will remember the swine flu, or H1N1, that in 2009 sent more
than a quarter-million Americans to the hospital and claimed more than 12,000 lives in the U.S.
Regardless of whether the novel coronavirus will become a U.S. epidemic, the situation shines the light on barriers
to preparedness across the country. This includes preparedness for outbreaks of the likes of this coronavirus as
well as for a particularly dangerous new flu strain. It also includes preparedness for a heinous act of bioterrorism.
Make no mistake, much has been done to improve readiness. Over the past two decades, lessons learned from
the 9/11 attacks, from Hurricane Katrina and from H1N1 have spurred remarkable public health upgrades at the
national, state and local levels. International collaboration has improved, too. Our nation is dramatically better
prepared to detect and address emergencies.
Still, in key areas, progress is insufficient. The discussion in this area inevitably turns to the funding of state,
territorial, local and tribal health agencies, which all too often is the subject of political arguments rather than
practical needs.
Local health agencies are operating with approximately 50,000 fewer personnel, compared with 2008. They also
have seen steady declines in preparedness funding. However, health care preparedness is the critical gap in
national preparedness.
Funding aside, not enough has been done to leverage the array of partners who extend the public face of public
health. Retail clinics and community pharmacists come to mind quickly. Progress has been made in expanding
pharmacists’ vaccination authority and allowing them to screen and even help to treat an array of illnesses.
However, many states lag behind, despite strong public desire for increased access to pharmacist-provided
services.
A study published in 2018 in the Journal of the American Pharmacists Association found that approximately 6
million Americans per year who did not previously get the flu shot now do as a result of public policy changes that
have expanded pharmacists’ authority to vaccinate. A key public health message for this epidemic is for individuals
to be vaccinated against flu and pneumonia.
Much upside potential exists if needless state barriers are eliminated. Overcoming these barriers includes
expanding consumers’ access and coverage to recommended vaccines in community care settings, and
establishing emergency standing orders that allow for needed medications to be furnished to a patient.
In any case, the optimum time to commit to public health preparedness is before a crisis is upon us. While time
will tell if this coronavirus will be a serious threat in the United States, now is the right time to take action for this
potential crisis, and for the next ones.
While the nation has come a long way, more strides are needed. Until then, public health partners such as
pharmacists will do whatever they can to answer the call. Let us not take them for granted, nor leave them
underutilized.
By Ali S. Khan, M.D.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Americans didn't get the full story about Trump's actions
 
The writer is a former U.S. representative for Nebraska’s 2nd District.
Every Nebraskan expects and deserves better representation in the United States Senate than we have received
from Ben Sasse in the impeachment trial of President Donald John Trump.
Sen. Sasse explained his reasons for voting for acquittal of President Trump in a World-Herald open letter on Feb.
5. After noting that he does not agree with President Trump’s long-held view that “foreign aid is almost always a
bad deal for America” and Trump’s view of the “CrowdStrike theory of 2016,” Sasse explains that he does share
President Trump’s view that “it is dangerous if they (the American people) worry Russia picked the American
president.”
Sasse argues these three “facts” formed the basis for Trump’s actions in Ukraine and that Trump “seems to have
believed he was doing something that was simultaneously good for America and good for himself politically —
namely reinforcing the legitimacy of his 2016 victory.”
For Sen. Sasse, this forms the basis for his justification of President Trump’s withholding of military assistance from
Ukraine until the president of Ukraine publicly announced criminal investigations of the Bidens and CrowdStrike,
allegations which formed the basis for the congressional charge of abuse of power. This appears to be an







acceptance of the Alan Dershowitz radical legal theory that so long as the president believes his actions are good
for the nation, he can do anything that also benefits himself politically and not suffer impeachment.
Sen. Sasse goes on to defend the failure of the Senate to seek additional testimony or contemporaneous records
of executive branch participants in the Ukraine matter denied to the House by order of President Trump.
Sasse states: “There is no need to hear from any 18th impeachment witness … to confirm facts we already know.”
“The aid delay was wrong,” Sasse concludes.
But Sasse and the Senate Republicans have denied themselves as well as the American people a complete
historical record of how the president and his senior executive branch officials performed during this critical
period. Instead, Sasse simply substitutes his own unfounded conclusion: “But in the end, the president wasn’t
seduced by the most malign voices; his honest advisers made sure Ukraine got the aid the law required.”
There was nothing in the record of the Senate proceedings to support Sen. Sasse’s conclusion. The Senate and the
American people do not know how the acting chief of staff and OMB Director Mick Mulvaney actually performed.
We do not know what Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Defense Mark Esper and Secretary of
Energy Rick Perry or even John Bolton did to counter what Sen. Sasse describes as the “malign,” “off-the-books
foreign policy-making” of Rudy Giuliani. We do not know how or when or by whom the Ukraine aid was restored
or why.
We do know President Trump was directing the withholding of military assistance, not taking direction from others
as Sen. Sasse maintains. The president still maintains he never withheld aid to force investigations but has not
allowed testimony or records to support this claim.
Sen. Sasse was not among those celebrating in the White House Thursday with President Trump as he again
proclaimed he did “nothing wrong” and vowed revenge on those who say his actions in Ukraine were wrong or
even “inappropriate.” But, Sen. Sasse has also not stood up for the principles he proclaims, and we have not
received the truth we deserve from our public servants.
No one should be happy with this outcome. We all deserve better.
By John Cavanaugh
 


OWH: Nebraska, embrace tolerance
 
Many opponents of Legislative Bill 627, which adds sexual orientation and gender identity to Nebraska’s anti-
discrimination laws, are making the misleading claim this would place an unnecessary burden on businesses.
However, this bill would not function any differently than existing laws that protect classes like race or sex. It is
actually likely to do the opposite of what critics claim, attracting workers and businesses by showing our state
government’s commitment to social tolerance.
Others claim it threatens religious freedom. Yet, this bill does not interfere with churches’ right to practice or
individuals’ rights to believe anything regarding marriage or sexuality. It is also hard to see how, even with a
conservative understanding of those issues, the teachings of Jesus can be used to justify workplace discrimination
against anyone.
I am one of many young Nebraskans mulling whether to return after gradation. Denying these protections sends a
message that if you do not fit in a narrowly defined box of what our state leaders define as acceptable, they will
not have your back. It is time for our Legislature and Gov. Ricketts to stop lecturing to young Nebraskans and start
listening, so we can break out of that box and grow by embracing a more diverse and accepting future.
Chris Russert, Mankato, Minn.
 


LJS Editorial, 2/9: Nebraska must ensure workers avoid falling off 'benefits cliff'
 
Lower-income families need a hand up much more than they need a handcuff.
The problem is that current structures for federal assistance programs sometimes trap beneficiaries in a no-win
scenario: Earn more money at work and risk losing benefits, or turn down the extra money to retain access to help
for food or child care.
It's called the “benefits cliff.” It's very real and an unintended consequence of many welfare programs, forcing
recipients to either jump without a safety net or remain stuck where they are. Nebraska legislators can make the







jump a little safer with this bill, which increases income eligibility levels, putting folks in a more secure spot
financially before losing benefits.
“In systems like scholarship programs or grants for the arts, people are rewarded for their hard work and merit,”
said Lincoln Sen. Kate Bolz, who introduced LB1049. “In systems like child care and food assistance, they are
punished for getting ahead.”
She’s spot on. And, rather than directing these programs to provide a temporary boost -- as they're intended --
until people earn enough to leave them, they can become a trap that prevents families from rising above their
circumstances.
That's why the changes before the Nebraska Legislature represent such a big step forward despite appearing like
rather inconsequential math adjustments.
Bolz’s bill increases the qualifying family income for child care assistance from 125% to 150% of the federal
poverty level beginning in 2021-22 by using excess federal funds. That extra cushion makes the leap off assistance
more manageable.
Separate legislation from Omaha Sen. John McCollister, LB255, advanced out of committee last year and awaits
floor debate. His bill seeks to raise SNAP eligibility level from 130% to 140% of the federal poverty level, which he
said would allow families to continue to be food-secure and be able to afford child care.
The bills are estimated to cost just $150,000 -- combined -- to implement.
And the benefits of such changes, which aid in the transition for government assistance to self-sufficiency, far
exceed the state's investment.
Employers, too, see the plus sides of removing this insecurity and uncertainty from workers' lives, hence why
these bills earned the support of business groups. The Lincoln, Omaha and statewide chambers of commerce
backed this legislation, with representatives testifying about the very real possibility of more work moving
employees "two steps forward and three steps back."
Nebraskans shouldn't be forced to chain themselves to untenable situations to provide for their families. Senators
must take advantage of the opportunity this year to smooth out an important transition on these benefits for
eligible workers.
 


Norfolk DN Editorial: Aksarben Foundation provides funds to get Growing Together initiative going
 
When it comes to reversing a 50-year pattern of people between the ages of 20 and 34 leaving Northeast
Nebraska, there’s new reason for hope.
The Growing Together initiative that some might have considered a dream at one time for Northeast Nebraska is
getting some financial clout.
The Aksarben Foundation announced that recently that it would provide $360,000 to fund 15 scholarships for
Wayne State College students chosen for the first year of the program. The funds will cover scholarships for 15
students who will be recruited for fall 2020.
The senior year includes full tuition and support for housing in Norfolk. The recent announcement, which included
regional media attention, has helped to increase interest in the idea, which is being looked at across the state.
The number of students in the Northeast Nebraska initiative is expected to continue to increase each year from 15
to 45 and then finally 75 students per year.
As Norfolk businessmen Mike Flood and Norfolk Mayor Josh Moenning have pointed out, if people are still around
at age 25, they are likely to remain in the county.
Part of the reason, they have determined, is if people are married and have kids, they are likely to stay in their
home counties because they appreciate the schools and the communities for raising families.
We applaud the efforts of the Growing Together committee and the Aksarben Foundation to address this
problem. They have a goal for Norfolk and the region to reverse the outward migration of young people.
The hope is to transform Norfolk and Northeast Nebraska into a vibrant community where young people in their
20s and early 30s work in high-tech and other well-paying careers. Ideally, many of these young people will be
from the area and have earned cooperative scholarships from Wayne State College. Then when living and working
with other young people, hopes are that they will meet spouses and want to raise families in the region.
We know it sounds like a simple solution, but sometimes common sense is what is needed most. Given all the







downtown Norfolk revitalization that has taken place already, with more in the works, there is a reason for young
people to stay.
And given all the other investments that have improved quality of life in the Norfolk including the expanded
Norfolk Family YMCA, Norfolk Public Library, health care facilities with Faith Regional Health Services and Fountain
Point, we think Norfolk is on the right path.
We know Gov. Pete Ricketts, who was in town for the recent Aksarben announcement, and others are eager to
help. Perhaps there might be legislative solutions to enhance entrepreneurship and small business investment to
bring in more jobs for young people.
 


OWH: Morgann Freeman drops out of race for 2nd District seat challenging Don Bacon
 
The youngest person running in Nebraska’s most competitive congressional district left the race Friday, saying she
could no longer meet her personal and professional goals.
Morgann Freeman, 29, a communications consultant and community organizer, announced the decision on social
media.
She was a Democratic candidate competing in a crowded primary to decide who will face Republican Rep. Don
Bacon in November.
“I talked with my supporters, my family and friends,” she said. “It was just the right time.”
I chose to run for office because I didn’t see a better option.


Today I’m leaving the race, but I’m not leaving this fight.


Thank you all my friends & supporters. I am so incredibly grateful to have walked this amazing path with you.
https://t.co/iKaxQPzMQA
— Morgann Freeman (@morgann_freeman) February 7, 2020
Freeman struggled to raise money in a race that includes another progressive, 2018 Democratic nominee Kara
Eastman, who also supports “Medicare for All” and legalizing recreational marijuana.
Freeman raised $284 in the fourth quarter of 2019. Her election fundraising paperwork showed more than $3,000
in campaign debts and obligations and about $1,000 in cash on hand.
Eastman raised $203,000 over the same time span.
Still competing for the Democratic nomination are lawyer Ann Ashford and restaurateur Gladys Harrison, who
owns Big Mama’s Kitchen. The Democratic primary is May 12.
Freeman said that she would endorse the 2nd District’s Democratic nominee but that she did not hear enough
during last weekend’s candidate forum to make an endorsement now.
“I put everything that I had in this,” she said. “All of my savings, everything that I earned … and my time that I
would have otherwise spent on my wedding or spending time with my family and friends.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Scottsbluff SH: Smith, Sasse set to press forward after hectic days
 
After what has been a trying period for Congress, Nebraska lawmakers are ready to get back to business.
The Senate acquitted President Donald Trump on impeachment charges Wednesday after months of testimony
and partisan bickering that resulted in a guilty verdict from the House.
With impeachment now off the table, Sen. Ben Sasse told the Star-Herald it’s time to turn the country’s focus.
“The biggest national security challenge of the 21st century is China’s fight to become the world’s only
superpower,” Sasse said. “The United States needs to get serious about this threat.”
U.S. Rep. Adrian Smith said there is plenty on the table that needs to be addressed.
“While our economy is benefiting from regulatory relief and tax reform, we still have a lot to do,” Smith told the
Star-Herald. “I am looking forward to working with the administration on a bipartisan basis to reduce health care
costs, and to ensure trade negotiations with the UK, EU, China, Japan, and Kenya treat high-quality U.S.
agricultural products fairly.”
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Sasse said he was pleased to hear the President talk about issues that impact Nebraska during his State of the
Union address this week, including the United States-Mexico-Canada (USMCA) trade agreement that replaces the
North American Free Trade Agreement.
“At Tuesday’s State of the Union address, the President talked about some big Nebraska priorities: promoting
trade, securing the border, and defending life,” Sasse said. “The USMCA is great news for Nebraska’s farmers and
ranchers and it’s an achievement worth celebrating tonight. Border security is national security: We’ve got to
combat the drug cartels that are terrorizing our southern border — this is something Congress ought to get
serious about. Last, but certainly not least, we’ve got to promote a culture of life with a compassionate agenda
that’s pro-baby, pro-woman, and pro-science.”
Smith said the president presented an optimistic agenda for the U.S. economy.
“He has worked hard to fulfill his promises to update NAFTA, hold China accountable, reduce burdensome
regulations, reform the tax code, and make our nation and the world safer,” Smith said. “I agree there is much
more work to be done, and I look forward to building on our accomplishments.”
When House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) tore her copy of the president’s speech following the State of the
Union address, Smith said it set a disappointing standard.
“Speaker Pelosi’s behavior set a terrible precedent,” Smith said. “I hope future speakers, as past speakers have
done, do not follow her example. Regardless of who is in the White House, it is important for Congress, and our
country, to hear directly from the president, and to respect the office the president serves in.”
By Mark McCarthy
 


AP: Factory farms provide abundant food, but environment suffers
 
AKRON, Iowa — In recent years, Fred Zenk built two barns housing about 2,400 hogs between them — long,
white, concrete-and-metal structures that are ubiquitous in the Midwestern countryside.
The Iowa farmer didn't follow state requirements to get construction approval and file a manure disposal plan. But
Zenk's operation initially flew under the radar of regulators, as have many others across the United States because
of loopholes and spotty enforcement of laws intended to keep the nation's air and water clean.
Beef, chicken and pork have become more affordable staples in the American diet thanks to industry consolidation
and the rise of farms with tens of thousands of animals. Yet federal and state environmental agencies often lack
basic information such as where they're located, how many animals they're raising and how they deal with
manure.
The animals and their waste have fouled waters. The enclosures spew air pollutants that promote climate change
and are implicated in illnesses such as asthma. The stench of manure — stored in pits beneath barns or open-air
lagoons and eventually spread on croplands as fertilizer — can make life miserable for people nearby.
For most of the nation's history, meat and dairy products came from independent farms that raised animals in
barnyards, pastures and rangeland. But the system now is controlled by giant companies that contract with
farmers to produce livestock with the efficiency of auto assembly lines inside warehouse-like barns and sprawling
feedlots.
The spread of corporate animal farms is turning neighbor against neighbor in town halls and courtrooms. Iowa,
the top U.S. producer of swine and egg-laying chickens, has been a major battleground.
"It's a fight for survival," said Chris Petersen, who still raises pigs in outdoor pens.
Michele Merkel, a former U.S. Environmental Protection Agency attorney who quit over the agency's reluctance to
punish polluting mega-farms and is co-director of the advocacy group Food & Water Justice, said the industry "has
avoided any effective regulation and accountability for a long time."
Industry groups say there are plenty of regulations and livestock agriculture is simply adapting to improved
technology, equipment and methods.
"We're responding to what the market is giving us," said Brady Reicks, whose company runs numerous large hog
structures in northeastern Iowa. "We're doing it responsibly; we're passionate about doing it. It increases growth
in rural Iowa and it helps feed the world."
The EPA began to count the nation's factory farms during the Obama administration but retreated when industry
groups sued. Instead, the agency uses state data to produce annual statistics about only the biggest operations.







As of 2018, the nationwide EPA tally was about 20,300 — a roughly five-fold increase over nearly four decades.
Yet it's a tiny fraction of all confined-animal operations. The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates there are
more than 450,000, most too small for inclusion in the EPA count.
Iowa has 80 million farm animals and 3 million people. Yet in 2017, regulators didn't know how many livestock
farms were in the state. Under federal pressure, the Department of Natural Resources pored over aerial photos,
discovering 4,200 previously unknown facilities.
Zenk's Plymouth County farm was among them.
"We knew nothing about his operation," said Sheila Kenny, an environmental specialist with the state agency.
Zenk acknowledged breaking the rules but said no harm was done. He paid a $4,500 fine.
"You think you can get by with something once in a while and you can't," he said, strolling among his barns, tractor
and feed bins.
To state regulators, such discoveries mean the system works. Critics say the Iowa experience shows how easily
livestock operations can escape detection.
Putting thousands of animals in one enclosure produces huge amounts of manure. Unlike human sewage, which is
treated and released into waterways, animal waste is stored, then spread on croplands as fertilizer.
Farmers insist they're careful.
"We take soil tests, we decide how much manure it needs and that's how much we apply," Reicks said.
Environmental groups say fields often can't handle the volumes of manure produced, leading to runoff. Such
pollution is exempt from regulation under the 1972 Clean Water Act, even though agriculture is the biggest
contaminator of rivers and streams, according to the EPA.
In Emmett County, Iowa, small farmer Gordon Garrison sued a nearby operation with 4,400 hogs, contending
manure from its croplands fouls a creek that runs through his property and feeds the Des Moines River.
"They're using me for a waste disposal site," Garrison said.
Livestock farms generate about 70% of the nation's ammonia emissions, plus gases that cause global warming,
particularly methane.
Yet they aren't required to get permits under the Clean Air Act. The government hasn't decided how to measure
emissions from barns, feedlots, storage lagoons and croplands.
And under President Donald Trump, the EPA has exempted livestock operations from requirements under other
laws that industries report significant releases of air pollutants,  including ammonia and hydrogen sulfide.
Critics say yesteryear's barnyard whiffs were nothing like the overpowering stench from today's supersized
operations.
"You don't want to be anywhere near them," said Brad Trom, a crop producer in Minnesota's Dodge County, who
lives within three miles of 11 structures housing 30,000 swine. He says he's been staggered by powerful odors
barreling across his fields.
Farmers say they're trying to reduce the smells but contend they're a normal part of country life.
"I've never lived on a farm that didn't have nature's fragrances on it," said Gary Sovereign, a swine producer in
Iowa's Howard County.
Research has linked proximity to factory farms to various health risks. But scientists acknowledge it's nearly
impossible to pin someone's illness on a certain polluter.
Jeff and Gail Schwartzkopf say after a hog mega-barn was built a quarter-mile from their home in northern Iowa,
they developed burning and itching eyes, throat soreness and body rashes. They fear the manure odors are
making them sick and ruining their home.
"Nobody's going to want to buy it. We're stuck," Jeff Schwartzkopf said.
By John Flesher
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TV and Radio
WNAX: Nebraska Corn Growers Want Unicameral To Pass Property Tax Relief
NET: Higher incomes for childcare subsidies advanced; emergency room bills, YRTCs discussed
NET: Americans Potentially Exposed to Coronavirus Quarantined at Camp Ashland
 
Governor
LJS: Ricketts would further limit spending growth in 'government schools'
AP: Brewer Stolen Gun Bill Headed To Governor
AP: Feds providing $2.3M for repairs to irrigation system tunnel
OWH: Conservationists decry Environmental Trust board's decision to increase funding for ethanol firm
Scottsbluff SH: Secretary of State Bob Evnen says updated machines assure secure elections voting
 
State Capitol
OWH: Court hearing on request to block historical horse racing in Nebraska postponed
OWH: HHS officials ask judges to pause adding juvenile offenders to troubled Kearney youth facility
 
Legislature
OWH: Grand Island mom backs bill requiring schools to adopt policies against teacher-student sexual contact
LJS: 'Something didn't look right': Parent urges policies to prevent grooming of victims
LJS: Hippopotamus used in analogy by senator to promote racial profiling bill
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: China evacuee is celebrating his 1st birthday under quarantine in Nebraska, but he still had a party
LJS: Brief shot of cold air to disrupt warm weather trend in Lincoln; flooding issues minimal − for now
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: HHS must address the security concerns at the Kearney juvenile facility
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Let employers decide hiring
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2.       Illegal and expired plates
3.       No threat to religious freedom
4.       Today’s GOP a cult of personality
5.       The value of humility
6.       Yes to Eastman, Warren
7.       Dems’ dangerous policies
8.       An apology


LJS Editorial, 2/12: NExT big thing is big, indeed
LJS Local View: 3 bills carry big price tag
LJS Local View: Businesses focused on climate
LJS Letters


1.       It's time to vote everyone out
2.       Secret ballot serves purpose


McCook Gazette: The morality of taxes
 
National/Federal
OWH: Sasse seeks support for 'abortion survivors' bill, which fell short of advancing last year
AP: Hemp prices plunge as CBD demand falls
 


LJS: Ricketts would further limit spending growth in 'government schools'
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts on Tuesday endorsed the "general framework" of a property tax relief and school aid reform
bill now being fashioned by the Legislature's Revenue Committee while arguing specifically for a provision that
would limit growth in funding for public schools to the rate of inflation.
In a written statement, the governor repeatedly referred to public schools as "government schools," a term that
President Donald Trump used in his State of the Union speech earlier this month in which he criticized "failing
government schools."
Annual spending growth for schools under state law is limited to 2.5%, a figure that Ricketts said exceeds the
annual inflation rate of 1% to 2% per year over the last decade.
As the governor weighed in with a statement of general support for the legislation (LB974) under construction,
the committee scheduled an executive session Wednesday to consider action on the bill.
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, committee chairwoman, wants to move the proposal to the floor of the
Legislature for early consideration, fulfilling a goal that's also shared by Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk.
Tagging along will be a proposed new business expansion tax incentives bill (LB720) whose fate has been
politically tied to the property tax reduction and school aid reform package. 
Property tax relief is "my top priority for the Legislature," Ricketts said.
"The only way to achieve long-term property tax relief is to control spending at both the state and local levels
while we grow Nebraska's economy," he said.
Ricketts said legislation should adhere to three core principles: "first, no tax increases; second, protect the
property tax credit relief fund; third, encourage spending restraint in local governments."
The state's property tax credit relief fund has been nearly doubled during his governorship, he said. 
Meanwhile, state budget growth over the past six years has been held to less than 2.4% annually, Ricketts said,
while the state has been increasing revenue through economic growth. 
"For the property tax plan to work, local governments also have to do their part to control spending," he said. 
"K-12 government schools are the biggest spenders," he said.
"On average, they are responsible for roughly 60% of Nebraskans' property tax bills. Over the past 10 years,
school property taxes have increased by 54%."
Even with a proposed new school spending increase limit tied to the rate of inflation, school boards still would
have the option to ask voters to override the annual budget growth limitation, the governor said. 
Citizens need to "hold local political subdivisions like K-12 government schools accountable for how they spend
taxpayer dollars," Ricketts said. 
By Don Walton







 


AP: Brewer Stolen Gun Bill Headed To Governor
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) - The Unicameral has given unanimous final approval to Gordon Senator Tom Brewer's bill to
help get stolen guns off the streets. LB 582 now goes to Governor Pete Ricketts for his signature.
The bill gives prosecutors increased authority to bring charges for receiving stolen firearms by adopting a new
standard on whether a person should have known or had reasonable cause to believe that a gun was stolen.
Currently, a person must have actual knowledge or belief that a gun was stolen to be convicted of crimes related
to receiving a stolen firearm. Possessing a gun that is believed to be stolen is a felony carrying a maximum penalty
of 20 years in prison.
 


AP: Feds providing $2.3M for repairs to irrigation system tunnel
 
GERING, Neb. — A federal agency intends to provide a $2.3 million loan to help pay for repairs to an irrigation
system tunnel that collapsed last July, cutting off water to farmers in western Nebraska and eastern Wyoming.
The loan will be in addition to a $3.8 million grant that Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts has said the state will provide
to the irrigation district.
The collapse left more than 150 square miles of cropland without water at the peak of summer.
Temporary repairs got the water flowing again by the end of August.
Officials say permanent repairs are expected to cost about $16 million.
 


OWH: Conservationists decry Environmental Trust board's decision to increase funding for ethanol
firm
 
LINCOLN — Conservationists are up in arms over a decision that calls for directing an extra $1.8 million in grant
money to a private company for ethanol pumps at the expense of projects to preserve saline wetlands, duck
marshes and a Pine Ridge ranch that features a trout stream.
The Nebraska Environmental Trust board, which distributes grants from state lottery money, voted 7-2 with two
abstentions last week to override the recommendations of its own grant review committee.
While two board members defended the move as a bigger help to the agriculture economy and clean air,
conservationists said it turned its back on the real mission of the trust — “to conserve, enhance and restore the
natural environments” of Nebraska — and was more about economic development than the environment.
“We have some big question marks as to why these ethanol pumps, which were way down the list (of ranked
projects), managed to get funded over things that were way higher on the list,” said Bruce Kennedy, president of
the Nebraska Wildlife Federation. “It looks like someone circumvented the process.”
The vote took away funding from five projects that got high rankings by the trust’s grant review committee —
from No. 7 to No. 36 — and shifted $1.8 million over three years to a project ranked No. 78 among 120 applicants
— a proposal by Green Plains Inc., one of the nation’s largest ethanol companies.
Green Plains had been recommended for $1.3 million in funding by a grant review committee to help install 60
ethanol blender pumps and storage tanks at service stations across Nebraska. The recommended change, which
faces a final vote on April 2, would grant Green Plains $3 million over three years. That is about 50% of the total
cost of its project to provide more fuel pumps that can blend ethanol at percentages of 15% and higher.
The defunded projects included $900,000 to continue restoration of rare saline wetlands in the Lincoln area,
$834,000 for three marsh restoration projects by Ducks Unlimited, and $117,000 to the Nebraska Land Trust to
finance a conservation easement to maintain a 2,900-acre ranch that features wild sheep habitat and a publicly
accessible trout stream.
Two members of the Environmental Trust board who voted for the money shift said the board was well within its
powers to alter the grant recommendations. Rod Christen of Steinauer and Sherry Vinton of Whitman both said
they oppose the public funding of conservation easements, which is a legal step to prevent any future
development of a plot of land and conserve its unique properties. They said most of the projects defunded
included such easements in some way.
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Christen, a farmer, said the economic benefit of the ethanol project is broader than preserving a wetland or
ranch. Both Christen and Vinton, a rancher, said a conservation easement can shift the tax load onto other
landowners by freezing the valuation, and taxes paid, on the conserved property. And both board members said
the rankings by the grant committee are sometimes very subjective.
While conservation easements can preserve a “scenic view,” Christen said he could see such views on “most of
the roads in Nebraska.”
But Kennedy, as well as three representatives from other conservation groups who feared reprisals if they were
named, said the grant applications undergo a technical review by volunteers with expertise in wildlife habitat and
environmental projects. They said they’d never seen such a big change in the rankings, especially one that favored
a private company and had “dubious” environmental benefits, over projects from nonprofit groups that preserved
unique properties.
“That was a private endeavor that they funded,” Kennedy said. “The public values of the other projects were
readily apparent.”
He said the conservation community will have a lot of questions for board members at a public hearing April 2,
when the board votes to finalize its recommendations.
Kennedy added that Gov. Pete Ricketts, who appoints nine citizen members on the 14-member Environmental
Trust board, should prioritize naming members “who support the entire realm of Environmental Trust projects
and let the rating system take hold.”
Public comments can also be mailed or emailed until April 1 to the Nebraska Environmental Trust, P.O. Box 94913,
Lincoln NE 68509-4913, or via email at marilyn.tabor@nebraska.gov.
By Paul Hammel
 


Scottsbluff SH: Secretary of State Bob Evnen says updated machines assure secure elections voting
 
Voters in the May 12 primary election “can be confident that their primary election ballots will be counted and
reported promptly and accurately,” Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen said during a visit to Gering Tuesday.
Evnen was in Gering Tuesday to demonstrate the state’s new election equipment, which is being delivered to all
93 Nebraska counties before the election.
“My predecessor, John Gale, had a view to replace election equipment across the state,” Evnen said. “I was able
to take that vision to work with the Legislature and the governor to make it happen.”
Gov. Pete Ricketts included the $9.5 million expenditure in his biennium budget released in January 2019. The
state will also pay for all repair contracts, maintenance costs and software licensing fees for the useful life of the
machines, expected to be around 12 years.
Each county will receive a ballot counting device that replaces the current ballot counters used since 2005. The
new version won’t stop operating if it encounters a write-in ballot or a ballot with structural damage, such as a
crease.
“Many features of the new ballot counters offer better speed, accuracy and security,” Evnen said. “We also
purchased devices that go into every polling place to mark the ballots.”
The new ballot marking machines are ADA compliant to be used by disabled individuals. The machines use touch
screen or voice technology to display the ballot.
Another advantage is the new ballot marking machines are much smaller and about four times lighter than the
ones in use today.
All other voters will continue voting as before by filling in the oval by the candidates they choose.
“We cast paper ballots in our state and will continue to do so,” Evnen said. “You can’t hack paper. It’s the most
secure method to cast ballots.”
The new ballot counting machines are not connected to the internet, so vote total reports will remain secure and
tamper-proof.
Evnen said that prior to all elections, machines are tested three times for accuracy. A mock election is conducted
to assure the machines are functioning properly.
Following the formal election, an audit is conducted from randomly selected precincts. Those ballots from both
rural and urban districts are hand counted and the numbers compared to the machine results.
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Evnen also emphasized the state’s election process is secure and reliable.
“There are foreign actors who are trying to undermine the confidence of Americans in the integrity of our
elections,” Evnen said. “Don’t let them do it. Our elections are fair and secure, but some actors use social media
to sow the seeds of uncertainty and introduce upset into our election process.”
He urges people to contact their county clerk or the Secretary of State’s office if they run across information that
doesn’t seem right.
During his visit to Gering, Evnen spoke about current legislation calling for a constitutional amendment requiring
photo ID verification prior to voting.
“I’ve supported that all along,” he said. “It’s something the vast majority of people across the nation support
because they want to be assured their vote counts.”
The Secretary of State’s office estimates that 98% of Nebraskans eligible to vote already have a state-issued ID
that can be used at the polls.
“The remaining 2% without photo ID is a manageable number so we can get IDs to them,” Evnen said. “We’ll
figure out alternatives that will work for them at the polls. It’s just common sense because it helps secure our
elections.”
Thirty-four states currently have voter ID laws on the books. Evnen said the state is preparing legislation that has
been researched for what works and what doesn’t so it will stand up to court challenge.
“We’ll be crafting legislation that will address all those questions,” he said. “If this constitutional amendment
doesn’t pass, I anticipate we’ll have legislation introduced next year that will avoid the pitfalls that have led to
court challenges in the past.”
By Jerry Purvis
 


OWH: Court hearing on request to block historical horse racing in Nebraska postponed
 
A Lancaster County District Court hearing set for Tuesday on a request to block Fonner Park from installing
historical horse racing terminals has been postponed, according to court staff.
No new court date had been set in the case pitting the Nebraska Attorney General's Office against the Nebraska
State Racing Commission over its approval of the controversial terminals. 
Historical horse racing terminals allow a bettor to make wagers on unidentified horses in previously run races
from across the U.S.
Opponents of expanded gambling claim they look like slot machines, but horse racing officials contend they're a
new form of the already legal wagering method used to bet on live and simulcast horse races in the state. 
In December, the State Racing Commission issued its order approving Fonner Park's request to install the
terminals. 
The decision spawned two lawsuits, one from Hall County residents and another by Nebraska Attorney General
Doug Peterson, each seeking to invalidate that decision and alleging it was an unconstitutional expansion of
gambling.
The lawsuit brought by Hall County residents Duane Fuller and Jeffery Hayman is set for a hearing in April. 
By Riley Johnson
 


OWH: HHS officials ask judges to pause adding juvenile offenders to troubled Kearney youth facility
 
LINCOLN — State officials are asking judges to temporarily stop sending juvenile offenders to the Youth
Rehabilitation and Treatment Center-Kearney, saying the troubled facility is at the “maximum safe census.”
Bo Botelho, chief operating officer and general counsel for the Department of Health and Human Services, made
the request in a letter sent to judges on Tuesday.
Also on Tuesday, a key lawmaker told the Appropriations Committee that the assaults and escapes increase the
urgency of replacing the Kearney center’s barracks-style housing with private rooms and showers.
The HHS letter went out following a string of assaults and escapes at the state-run juvenile center over the
weekend.
“DHHS places both the care and safety of all juveniles committed to the custody of the department and our
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teammates paramount,” Botelho said. “In order to ensure continued safety we respectfully request courts to
pause future commitments for the next 10 days.”
The request did not sit well with Lancaster County Juvenile Court Judge Rodger Heideman. In a letter to senators,
he said that most, if not all, youths headed for the center are being held in secure detention.
“I find this unacceptable to suggest we allow youth to remain in secure detention until DHHS can fulfill its
statutory obligation to provide rehabilitative and treatment services,” he said.
Although the youth center has had a history of assaults and escapes in recent years, there have been five
incidents in the past two weeks. They included an assault by four male teens early Friday morning that sent three
staff members to the hospital.
There also was an assault Thursday in which a male youth stabbed a staff member with a ceiling tile support, as
well as two escapes involving three teens on Saturday and Sunday. Two boys escaped from the center the
previous week and allegedly stole two vehicles, assaulted a driver and racked up multiple potential charges in
three counties.
On Tuesday, State Sen. Sara Howard of Omaha, who chairs the Health and Human Services Committee, told
colleagues that switching to private rooms would increase safety for both staff and youths. It also would bring
Nebraska in line with best practices in juvenile facilities.
“Given the events of this past weekend, I feel very strongly that this committee needs to consider an investment
to put rooms in there,” she said.
Legislative Bill 1146, which Howard introduced, would put $3 million toward building private rooms and shower
facilities at the Kearney center.
The Kearney center, which had been for male teens, has housed both male and female teens since August. The
girls were moved out of a similar center in Geneva after staff shortages, inadequate programming and
deteriorating buildings combined to create a crisis situation.
Howard said the barracks-style living units, where most of the male youths are housed, contribute to violence at
the center. They also pose a safety risk for staff, who must cross through the boys’ sleeping area to leave.
Meanwhile, the center’s communal shower facilities can exacerbate problems for female youths, who often have
a history of sexual abuse and assault. Howard said the experience does not contribute to rehabilitation and
treatment.
HHS provided no testimony on LB 1146.
When questioned later by the Appropriations Committee, HHS Facilities Director Mark LaBouchardiere said the
department took no position because HHS officials would need to have an architect look at the potential cost of
the work proposed. He said the construction would have to include such features as metal doors and walls that
could not be destroyed easily.
Howard said LB 1146 grew out of the Health and Human Service’s Committee’s six-month investigation into the
state’s centers for juvenile offenders. The investigation looked particularly at the events surrounding the
deterioration of the youth center for female juvenile offenders in Geneva.
The girls were moved out of the Geneva center in August into the Kearney center, which previously housed only
boys.
In response to the recent assaults and escapes, HHS officials said they will have additional management on-site 24
hours a day “providing additional assistance and leadership to ensure safety and security for our team and the
youth we serve.” The agency also plans to set new limits on visitation and furloughs.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Grand Island mom backs bill requiring schools to adopt policies against teacher-student sexual
contact
 
LINCOLN — Lisa Albers fought to retain her composure Tuesday as she described for a panel of lawmakers how a
substitute high school teacher groomed her daughter for sex.
Albers, a Grand Island school board member, urged members of the Legislature’s Education Committee to
support Legislative Bill 1080, which would require Nebraska schools to adopt policies prohibiting sexual contact
between educators and students or former students for up to a year after they left school.
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Albers testified that her 17-year-old daughter was manipulated into having sex less than two weeks after
graduation.
“While we will never know if a stronger school policy would have prevented this incident, we must send a
message to school employees that actions like his will have consequences,” Albers said.
If the bill passes, public, parochial and private schools would have to adopt policies prohibiting grooming and
listing what conduct is inappropriate between teachers and students. The policies would have to indicate how to
report misconduct, how employees would be made aware of the policy, and specify the consequences for a
violation. It would also have to designate the preferred method of electronic communication between teachers
and students.
Most Omaha area districts and the Lincoln Public Schools have professional boundaries policies, though they vary
in scope and detail.
Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha told the committee that the vast majority of Nebraska teachers would never engage
in the kind of behavior the bill is intended to prevent.
“We have great teachers in this state. It’s unfortunate that the actions of a small group, or a small number of
individuals, have us here today.”
He said the impetus for the bill came from meetings with families affected by abuse about the same time as The
World-Herald and other media outlets published stories on educator sexual misconduct.
The World-Herald published a story Dec. 15 detailing how a math teacher’s abuse of a student went on at Davis
Middle School in Omaha, despite numerous red flags about the teacher’s behavior.
In January, the newspaper published the results of an investigation into the frequency of educator sexual
misconduct. The paper found that, on average, 10 Nebraska educators are caught each year engaging in
inappropriate sexual communication or contact with students.
Experts say that only one in 10 student victims reports the abuse.
Grooming behaviors are what perpetrators use to gain a victim’s trust and break down their resistance.
Albers told the committee that minimum behavior standards are vital to protect students from predators.
She said that while many districts already have such policies, LB 1080 would ensure that all schools have one.
“We have watched our daughter suffer from the aftermath of the abuse by this teacher,” she said. “This event has
had life-altering effects on her. We can only begin to understand the consequences of grooming and manipulation
on a young person’s development.”
Recovery “is a very long road,” she said.
In Nebraska, the age of consent for sex is 16. The Grand Island substitute teacher could not be criminally
prosecuted, but the Nebraska Department of Education permanently revoked his teaching certificate.
State Sen. Mike Groene, the Education Committee chairman, asked Lathrop how an administrator enforcing the
policy would know if a teacher’s behavior was intended to groom a child for sex.
“I’m fully on board if the crime was committed, but is there a crime prior to there being sexual contact?” Groene
asked.
Lathrop said his bill doesn’t make grooming a crime, only a policy violation. Four other bills have been introduced
that would essentially make it a crime for an educator to have sex with a high school student, regardless of age.
He acknowledged that grooming is difficult to define.
But he said most people would recognize it, he said.
Lathrop said grooming is a pattern of behavior intended to develop a close relationship that creates the
opportunity for sex.
He said he would leave it to the school districts to define grooming.
“I think people know it when they see it,” Lathrop said. “I’m going to use a poor analogy. A Supreme Court judge
once said it’s hard to describe porn but you know it when you see it. And that’s a little bit like grooming. It’s hard
to define because it can take many different forms.”
Lathrop said he would expect that school administrators would initially warn and counsel teachers when they
violated a boundary.
The bill garnered support from the Nebraska Department of Education, Nebraska Rural Community Schools
Association, the Nebraska Council of School Administrators and the Nebraska State Education Association.
Maddie Fennell, executive director of the 28,000-member teachers union, said there’s no acceptable reason why
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a teacher in a pre-K-12 school district should be in a sexual relationship with a student, regardless of the age of
the student.
“If that does occur, the educator needs to face consequences even greater than the revocation of their teaching
certificate,” Fennell said.
She said the union does have a responsibility to its members to make sure there are not unintended
consequences from such policies. But she said the union would put the safety of children first.
Jack Moles, executive director of the rural schools association, said that it would be difficult for school
administrators to monitor behavior after a student leaves a district, but the association believes that there needs
to be a clear separation between the educator and former student.
“For an administrator it might be a little difficult to monitor that year out, but more than likely, within that time
frame, there was grooming going on before the student graduated or left the school,” he said.
By Joe Dejka
 


LJS: 'Something didn't look right': Parent urges policies to prevent grooming of victims
 
Lisa Albers doesn't know if a stronger school policy would have prevented her child from being groomed by a
substitute teacher.
Future policies, the Grand Island Public Schools board member said, defining what interactions between students
and teachers are appropriate — as well as what the consequences are for breaching that trust — will prevent
future students from being violated.
Under a bill (LB1080) from Omaha Sen. Steve Lathrop, all public and private schools in Nebraska would be
required to adopt policies outlining appropriate conduct between employees and students.
The policy would also need to include a statement prohibiting school employees from engaging in sexual acts with
current students or those who have graduated or left school in the past year.
"The vast majority of teachers would never engage in the type of behaviors this bill would prohibit," Lathrop told
the Legislature's Education Committee on Tuesday.
But, because of the actions of a "small group of individuals," Lathrop said it was up to the Legislature to ensure
every school is ready to "prevent, protect and report" inappropriate behaviors between teachers and students
such as grooming when they take place.
Lathrop said the bill asks schools to draft policies that would prevent adults from building a friendship or
relationship with a child in order to exploit them for sex, also known as grooming.
Albers said the substitute teacher, twice her child's age, groomed her child through confiding personal
information through texts and other communications and even providing alcohol.
The teacher manipulated Albers' child into going to a friend's house where they would be alone two weeks after
high school graduation, she said. The inappropriate relationship was only discovered after Albers found text
messages between the two.
"I knew something didn't look right," she said. "There was a reason I was looking at (the) phone. It was just too
little, too late."
Once alerted, Grand Island Public Schools took immediate action, Albers said, notifying the teacher they would no
longer be teaching in the district, but it took two years for the state to launch an investigation.
Later, law enforcement determined there had been no crime — the child was over the age 16, which is the age of
consent in Nebraska.
Several bills scheduled to go before the Judiciary Committee on Feb. 20 would create criminal offenses for
teachers who engage in sexual relationships with students.
Lathrop said his bill would require school districts to create policies for their employees in order to clearly
delineate what is appropriate and what's not, which would be a step in that direction.
Maddie Fennell, executive director of the Nebraska State Education Association, said the statewide teachers
union was in favor of strengthening policies and penalties "for educators who take advantage of their position to
coerce students ... into a sexual relationship."
"There is no acceptable reason that an educator at a PK-12 school district should be in a sexual relationship with a
student, regardless of the age of the student," Fennell said.







NSEA also supports schools defining the acceptable means of communication between teachers and students,
which Fennell said could include limiting contact on social media.
Clearly defined policies outlining the potential consequences of grooming or engaging in sexual relationships with
children, could prevent those incidents from occurring, said Brian Halstead, deputy commissioner at the Nebraska
Department of Education.
Individuals who engage in sexual relationships with students have their teaching licenses revoked, which means
they can no longer teach in Nebraska.
NDE also forwards the information to a national teacher clearinghouse that shares it with education departments
in other states.
Other school groups, including the Nebraska Association of School Boards and the Nebraska Council of School
Administrators, also backed Lathrop's proposal Tuesday.
Albers urged the Education Committee to send Lathrop's bill to the floor for debate by the whole Legislature. The
committee did not take action Tuesday.
She said her child is still suffering "the aftermath of this abuse by this teacher."
"This event has had life-altering affects," Albers said.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: Hippopotamus used in analogy by senator to promote racial profiling bill
 
In August, an ACLU of Nebraska report showed racial disparities in traffic stops continued to increase in the state,
despite an effort by some law enforcement agencies to address profiling and offer anti-bias training to some
employees.
In January, Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers introduced a bill in the Nebraska Legislature that would prohibit racial
profiling. It requires a written policy by every law enforcement agency to attain such a goal, including two hours
per year of anti-bias and implicit-bias training for law enforcement officers.
During a hearing on the bill Jan. 31, Chambers talked to the Judiciary Committee about how this one small step is
needed, a minimal ask, knowing the issue is one that will never be resolved in America.
He gave a sobering speech, talking about the 46 years he has been working on these issues in a hostile
environment. 
“If I were a giant hippopotamus, and all of the problems that black people confront could be put in a bushel
basket, I would open that huge hippo mouth and I’d swallow them in one gulp," Chambers told the committee.
“But not being a giant hippopotamus, not able to swallow even an apple in one gulp, I have to take small nibbles,
do it incrementally, and get what I can."
Chambers has taken LB924 as his priority bill in this, his last session before term limits take him out again. Speaker
Jim Scheer said the bill would be on the agenda for debate Wednesday morning. 
Racial profiling is one of the most important issues, Chambers said in an interview, because so many black people
around the country — children, women and men, mentally ill people and those who are unarmed — are killed by
police officers. 
He referred to a Washington Post article in which a Georgia police officer was captured on camera trying to calm
a nervous passenger during a 2016 drunk driving traffic stop, telling her: "Remember, we only kill black people.”
At the hearing, Chambers was, as always, candid. 
“I’ll be completely honest with you," he told senators. "There is a different approach that I would take were I free
to do so. But when I took my hand and raised it the first time I was sworn in … I said without mental reservation
that I would discharge the duties of this office to the best of my ability."
That, he said, does not include grabbing people by the throat. It doesn’t allow sneaking up behind somebody with
a baseball bat, or killing as many people as he could before something could happen to him. 
“That is not what I agreed to do," he said, "And my word is my bond. No swearing to God, nothing. No threats to
anybody else. It’s a self-imposed standard of conduct that I comply with."
That is why, the longest-serving Nebraska senator said, he could be more or less civil for 46 years in a hostile
environment. Forty-six years of driving a car back and forth from Omaha to Lincoln in all kinds of weather. Forty-
six years of taking unpopular positions alone.







“Forty-six years of overlooking all of the hostile, discriminatory things done by white people to black people and
swallowing it and forgiving and looking at white people as citizens," he said.
And if those people have a problem, if they are treated unjustly, he can help them, instead of gloating, he said,
and saying like Christians do, "God is bringing justice."
“I didn’t swear to let God do it. I said I would do it. I have stood and protected the family of a racist farmer who
was killed, I felt unjustly, by the State Patrol," he said. 
He has spent 46 years compiling that record, Chambers said to the committee. And at the end of that long
journey, in the twilight of his life, on the back porch of the years that he’ll spend on this earth, he said, he is
reduced to bringing a bill that only does this small thing to address one of the most intractable, unyielding types
of racist mistreatment at the hands of the police.
It's a mandate, yes, but for two hours out of the year. Two hours, he repeated. 
Tell these people, he said, to enforce the law the way they know it should be enforced. Enforce it the way they
swore that they would enforce it.
But as he prepares the bill, he gets a call from the president of the Police Chiefs Association of Nebraska, Steve
Hensel, who tells him his colleagues feel that two hours a year would be too much, he said.
Hensel, contacted later by the Journal Star, explained that many of the 90 to 100 law enforcement agencies
represented in the association are small, and it can be difficult for them to find time for extra training. The state
requires each sworn officer to have 20 hours a year, and many agencies struggle to get that done. 
"There are a lot of subjects that law enforcement officers need to be trained adequately on," he said. "And those
hours are allocated by the individual law enforcement heads. What each agency may need in the form of training
varies." 
With a mandate for subject matter, even important ones such as anti-bias training, the number of hours can go
beyond 20, he said. 
But Chambers asked the committee to weigh those two hours police chiefs say would be too much against his 46
years of abiding hostility and discrimination, of reading about the deaths of William Green, Botham Shem Jean,
Tamir Rice, Michael Brown, Trayvon Martin ... .
"And you might get an idea of how much self control that I can manifest when I have to,” he said.
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: China evacuee is celebrating his 1st birthday under quarantine in Nebraska, but he still had a
party
 
Neal Shepherd won’t remember his first birthday, but his parents sure will.
The family of three had the pleasure Tuesday of being together on Neal’s birthday. The circumstances, however,
were odd.
Neal, his father, Tyler, and mother, Yang Meng, are among the 57 people who have been quarantined at Camp
Ashland between Omaha and Lincoln. None of the 57 has been diagnosed with coronavirus, which has swept part
of China, but they must spend 14 days in quarantine to make sure they don’t become ill with the virus.
Federal staffers overseeing the quarantine threw a birthday party for Neal in a conference room in the quarantine
quarters. Neal’s father said about 15 staffers came, as did some of the evacuees. The staff “got him a little cake
and everything,” Shepherd said.
The staffers wore their protective gear and masks. Some of the evacuees wore masks, too. The party was in a
large conference room.
“Pretty much everybody was trying to stay apart from each other,” Shepherd said.
Because the virus is transmitted through cough and sneeze droplets, evacuees generally stay at least 6 feet apart.
Attendees sang “Happy Birthday” to Neal. They gave him a toy, a blanket and socks. The toy requires Neal to drop
small, colorful, plastic donuts onto a stick. He then removes them, a dexterity challenge that Neal enjoys.
“He likes anything, to be honest,” the father said.
The three wound up in quarantine in Camp Ashland because they had visited some of Yang Meng’s relatives near
the city of Wuhan, which has been hit hard by coronavirus. Shepherd said he is an English teacher in China.
They spent a couple of weeks in lockdown with Yang Meng’s father, then managed to get on an evacuation flight
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to the United States. Travelers from the Wuhan area have been quarantined at places in California and Texas, and
at Camp Ashland.
It’s been a weird experience, Tyler Shepherd said. But the situation becomes less frightening as time passes and
everyone remains well. Staffers have “been very nice to us, trying to do everything they can to make our
quarantine pleasant,” he said. “There haven’t really been any bad parts of the experience so far.” Staffers
acquired a kind of snack chip that Tyler wanted.
The family of three can take walks outside in a specified area and toss a Frisbee. They go down the hall to pick up
their meals and take the food back to their room. Staffers check their temperatures twice a day. Including the day
they flew out of China, they are in day five of their quarantine.
Shepherd has had no income during this time, and family members have set up a GoFundMe page.
When the three are released, they will visit Shepherd’s family in California. They owe at least $2,200 for the
evacuation flight and more if they are charged for Neal’s ticket. They’ll owe a few hundred to fly to California.
They also have diapers, wipes, food and other expenses to worry about.
They pass the time by watching television, playing with Neal and communicating with others by social media.
Neal had no problem with Camp Ashland on Tuesday. What’s 14 days of quarantine when you’ve been on Earth
for a whole year?
By Rick Ruggles
 


LJS: Brief shot of cold air to disrupt warm weather trend in Lincoln; flooding issues minimal − for now
 
Other than one blast of cold air Thursday, the upcoming forecast looks almost springlike, with temperatures in the
40s and 50s forecast for Lincoln over the next couple of weeks and few, if any, chances for significant snow.
The National Weather Service is forecasting above-average temperatures extending through President's Day —
with the exception of Wednesday night and Thursday, when a cold front delivers a reminder that it's still winter.
In Lincoln, there's a slight chance of rain or snow with temperatures taking a nose dive beginning Wednesday
afternoon, tumbling to 3 degrees overnight and rebounding to just 19 on Thursday.
But any accumulating snow is expected to stay to the south — the Kansas City area could see an inch or 2 — and
longer-term forecasts from other sources extend forecasts for temperatures in the 40s or higher in Lincoln
through Feb. 25.
While that's a welcome contrast to last February, which was one of the coldest and snowiest on record, it also
raises the question of whether the warmer temperatures could heighten the flood threat in eastern Nebraska.
The answer: probably not, at least in the short term. 
"We're kind of out of snow to melt, which is good," said David Pearson, a hydrologist with the National Weather
Service in Omaha.
The lack of snow and ice means less runoff into creeks and rivers and less risk for ice jams, Pearson said.
That doesn't mean there won't be isolated trouble spots, such as the stretch of the Elkhorn River in northern
Dodge County that has flowed over U.S 275 between West Point and the Nebraska 91 junction more than once
over recent days, causing it to close. But widespread flooding issues are unlikely.
"At least in the short term, we're looking good," Pearson said.
The longer-term outlook is much more uncertain.
While the weather looks favorable through the rest of the month, March is notoriously unpredictable.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln climatologist Ken Dewey said on Twitter on Monday that while the extended
forecast could be the start of an early spring warmup, "March is famous for spring snowstorms, so don't count
winter out just yet."
Pearson said that rivers continue to run high and there still is a lot of moisture in the ground that will eventually
thaw out.
And while there is little to no snow cover across Nebraska, there is plenty of snowpack in the Dakotas, which has
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers concerned about what might happen on the Missouri River this spring.
The Corps last week predicted that runoff into the river north of Sioux City, Iowa, will be about 40% higher than
normal.
John Remus, chief of the Corps’ Missouri River Basin Water Management Division, said Thursday that the
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potential for above-normal runoff, coupled with above-normal flood stages on many tributaries that join the
Missouri River below Gavins Point Dam, increases the potential for flooding, particularly south of Omaha.
The Corps last week increased the amount of water flowing out of the dam on the Nebraska-South Dakota border
from 30,000 cubic feet per second to 35,000, which is more than double what's normal for this time of year.
The Corps said it is working to clear out as much space as possible in its reservoirs to account for the expected
higher-than-normal runoff.
The National Weather Service plans to release its spring flood outlook Thursday. While it has forecast an above-
average risk of flooding, it said it's too early to determine the potential severity.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH Editorial: HHS must address the security concerns at the Kearney juvenile facility
 
It’s often rightly said that we can learn from the past. That applies now to the state center for juvenile offenders
at Kearney, where an assault by four male teens Friday sent three staff members to the hospital. The state
senator from Kearney, John Lowe, says the state is “sitting on a powder keg” in regard to the center’s security
conditions.
This situation is a troubling repeat of conditions at the facility from years back. In 2012, Lowe’s predecessor at the
Legislature, Galen Hadley, voiced similar concerns to fellow state senators. He told of the high assault rate on staff
and described what happened when he and the chairman of the Legislature’s Judiciary Committee were in a
meeting with administrators at the Kearney center when they were called out because of an assault on a staff
member. The juvenile offender bit the staff member, “kicked him, spit on him and got his two-way radio and hit
him five times with it,” Hadley said. “That happened while we were there.”
The troubles at the Kearney center described by Hadley and others spurred much deliberation at the Legislature
and the state Department of Health and Human Services, which operates the facility. Some changes and
improvements were made. Yet, eight years later, the state is again struggling with security concerns at the center.
There’s little support in the Legislature for placing the facility under the authority of the state Department of
Correctional Services; control will remain with HHS. Indeed, state senators are right that the center’s rehabilitative
support services for juveniles need to be strengthened. But in carrying out that rehabilitative mission, the state
has a crucial responsibility to see that its staff are kept safe. The security concerns must be addressed.
The state senator from Kearney made that point eight years ago. His successor makes that point now. It’s time for
HHS to take strong action to bring an end, at last, to the center’s troubles.
 


OWH: No threat to religious freedom
 
Both Gov. Ricketts and the Nebraska Catholic Conference say a bill barring job discrimination against gays would
take away religious freedom. They need to specify whose religious freedom is being taken away.
I was brought up Catholic and remember no encyclical or doctrine requiring Catholics to discriminate against gay
people in employment.
Maybe it’s some other strange religion they’re looking out for?
Gerard Harbinson, Lincoln
 


LJS Editorial, 2/12: NExT big thing is big, indeed
 
If opportunity – in the form of the Department of Defense -- knocks, we hope Nebraska is ready to answer the
door.
The University of Nebraska Medical Center hopes to embark on a $2.6 billion public-private partnership called
NExT, or the Nebraska Transformational Project.
NExT would build from the ground up a state-of-the-art academic medical facility and an all-hazard disaster
response facility operated as a military and civilian partnership.
The Department of Defense will look at several possible sites before selecting where it wants to put the program.
But one factor in their decision will be the local commitment of financial resources to the project.







To that end, we endorse LB1084, introduced by Sen. Mark Kolterman, which sets in motion a $300 million state
investment over six years if funding from the federal government and the private sector gets kicked in.
The benefits of NExT are enormous and, as the name implies, “transformational.” Between construction and
permanent medical staff, nearly 42,000 jobs could be created. For the state’s $300 million investment – spent
only if the other money comes through – it could add $1.3 billion to the state’s economy annually by the time the
facility is fully operational in 2030.
NexT would build one or two towers in the northwest corner of the current medical center campus in midtown
Omaha, towers being optimal for potential quarantine situations and for maximizing land use.
Sweetening the deal for the state and potential contributors and investors are the commercial opportunities quite
literally surrounding the project – hotels, restaurants, other office space. A center for training and treatment
draws far more than patients, and they need places to eat and stay.
The project would be designed to treat military and civilian victims – lots of them – affected by trauma or biologic,
chemical or natural disasters.
With the coronavirus making headlines and a plane of evacuees arriving Friday for 14 days of quarantine at Camp
Ashland, the need for this capability is obvious. Less obvious is the minimal risk to the population at large posed
by such a facility. UNMC Chancellor Jeff Gold cited their successful treatment of Ebola virus patients in 2014 and
2015. With top-notch facilities and training as well as experienced personnel, a more robust treatment and
research center makes us safer than were it not here.
LB1084 deserves approval. The state’s share, $50 million annually for six years of construction, would mark an
investment in our state’s economy, worldwide health and our future.
 


LJS Local View: 3 bills carry big price tag
 
As Nebraska lawmakers head into the heart of this short session, three proposals -- LB720, LB974 and LB1084 --
have emerged as the most prominent fiscal items for the Legislature to address this year.
And a major factor for lawmakers to keep in mind is that the bills’ combined fiscal impact could make it difficult to
impossible to balance the state budget without having to raise taxes or slash funding for vital state services like K-
12 education.
If the measures are approved, combined they could consume between roughly 7% and 9% of state revenues a
year between FY23 and FY28. The average annual cost could be more than twice the size of the state
appropriation for Corrections and nearly equal to state funding for the University of Nebraska.
Even if state revenues continue to grow at their historic adjusted annual rate of 4.2%, the impact of these
measures would create a structural deficit that would have lawmakers continuously faced with having to increase
taxes or cut funding for essential services like K-12 education to balance the state budget.
Two of the measures -- LB720 and LB974 -- also create other significant concerns for lawmakers to keep in mind.
LB720 would create a new state business tax incentive program to replace the current program, the Nebraska
Advantage Act, which sunsets this year. The program would provide companies tax breaks for undertaking
projects in Nebraska. LB720 -- which is projected to reduce state revenues by about $1 billion through FY31 -- has
the potential to significantly impact state revenues for decades to come. It also fails to adequately incentivize the
high-wage jobs that economic development experts say Nebraska needs.
Furthermore, the measure lacks transparency, which will make it hard to gauge its effectiveness. Considering that
prominent national research shows between 75% and 98% of projects that receive tax incentives would have
happened even without the tax subsidies, it’s important that state leaders have the ability to ensure the revenue
we forgo in tax incentives is a good use of state resources.
LB974, a measure purporting to help reduce property taxes, when fully implemented, would cost the state more
than $300 million annually and squeeze school spending for all school districts. It also would flip the school
funding formula on its head, resulting in less state funding going to districts with the greatest educational needs,
like Omaha and Lincoln Public Schools, and more going to districts that have the ability to raise revenue locally.
There are other alternatives that would reduce property taxes without harming public schools.
LB1084 -- which would allocate up to $300 million in total by FY27 to help fund the UNMC NExT project -- does
have the potential to provide considerable benefit to Nebraska and its economy. The state funding for the project







would help create a large state-of-the-art teaching and clinical care facility on the UNMC campus designed to
improve response to national disasters, environmental accidents and highly contagious diseases.
Given its considerable fiscal impact, however, it’s important that lawmakers carefully consider how that benefit
compares with the need to fund other services that are also vital to our economy.
Making strategic economic development policies and addressing Nebraska’s overreliance on property taxes are
essential undertakings for this year’s Legislature. These issues, however, must be confronted in a way that also
ensures other vital state priorities -- such as our investments in K-12 education, higher education and Health and
Human Services -- are adequately funded. The combined impact of passing these three measures could make that
virtually impossible.
Renee Fry is executive director of OpenSky Policy Institute.
 


LJS Local View: Businesses focused on climate
 
Recently, people at the very top of global financial institutions have been warning about the risks we are running,
and the urgent need for action, on climate. Here are three examples, all from mid-January.
The World Economic Forum at Davos put out its annual Global Risk Report 2020. This year, business and public
sector leaders ranked the effects of climate change as the top risk to the world’s stability and prosperity over the
next 10 years. They saw a high risk of “climate action failure” resulting in extreme weather, biodiversity loss and
“human made environmental disasters.”
The report says, “The next 10 years will shape the outlook for climate risk for the rest of the century. To avoid the
worst consequences, global emissions need to peak almost immediately and decline precipitously — by 7.6% each
year between 2020 and 2030. This implies an additional US $469 billion a year of clean energy investment over
the next decade. Far reaching policies need to transform industrial processes, transport, agriculture and land-use,
alongside changes in consumer behaviors to scale the necessary critical solutions."
About economies like Nebraska’s, the report says, “Shifts in seasonable temperature and rainfall will place
particular stress on economies reliant on agricultural output, creating new winners and losers in the trade
sphere.”
The necessary changes must be carefully managed, the report says, otherwise “action to reduce emissions could
turn approximately 30% of current oil reserves, 50% of gas reserves and 80% of coal reserves into stranded
assets;” that is, assets nobody wants to buy.
It notes that The Bank of England has warned that “corporations in incumbent ‘dirty’ industries can expect to go
bankrupt if they fail to understand the risk of their business models becoming obsolete as investment flees to net-
zero-emission alternatives.”
“Alongside the risks” the report says, “the next decade brings tremendous opportunity.” Clean energy Is “getting
cheaper and creating jobs. ... In most countries, it is now cheaper to install new wind or solar power stations than
new coal power plants. The International Renewable Energy Agency estimates that shifting to renewables could
grow the world economy by 1% a year until 2050, a cumulative gain of over US $52 trillion.”
BlackRock is the world’s largest asset management firm. It holds $7 trillion in investments. In January, its chief
executive officer and executive committee wrote to investors, “We approach a period of significant capital
reallocation” and “are on the edge of a fundamental reshaping of finance” because of climate.
The CEO announced these new practices for BlackRock: “exiting investments that present a high sustainability-
related risk, such as thermal coal producers” and “launching new investment products that screen fossil fuels.”
A successful transition, BlackRock’s executive committee explains, will take decades and require coordination with
governments, alignment with the goals of the Paris Agreement and a price on carbon.
A very similar January call to action was made by the Bank for International Settlements, which acts as a bank for
central banks. On their website, BIS published “The Green Swan: central banking and financial stability in the age
of climate change.”
It calls for coordination of policies such as carbon pricing and the integration of sustainability goals into financial
practices and accounting frameworks. It examines unpredictable risks, the possibility of irreversibility and the
chances of reaching tipping points like the melting of the permafrost with release of large amounts of carbon. It
reports that “We face a situation of deep uncertainty related to the biochemical processes that can be triggered







by climate change.”
All three reports endorse putting a price on carbon. Now that both Republicans and Democrats recognize the
need for action on climate volatility, the next challenge is to build bipartisan agreement for many solutions, from
a trillion trees to a tax on carbon with all the funds collected to be distributed to the American people.
People in a position to know are telling us climate is a very big problem. We need many ways of addressing it, and
we need them soon.
Marilyn McNabb is a volunteer with the Citizens' Climate Lobby.
 


McCook Gazette: The morality of taxes
 
Oh the joy! It is the time of year to be working on income tax. It is a task that I have always accomplished on my
own; admittedly over the past several years with the assistance of a software package for my computer. It is as
always a learning task.
Doing your own taxes is a great, if sobering, review of how one is doing financially. Not only personally but also
what is happening politically that trickles down to affect one’s bottom line. I’m forever intrigued with my father’s
advice that there should be no withholding of taxes, that all should come due just before Election Day. Then only
those who have paid taxes should be able to vote. Such would focus attention on any politician that votes to
spend our taxes foolishly. It’ll never happen yet I still think it a good idea.
A week or so ago our Governor Pete Ricketts wrote a piece “An honest look at marijuana.” that was printed in the
Gazette. Unlike a lot of politicians Gov. Ricketts is against the legalization of the weed and promotion of its use in
the variety of forms we see today. Colorado has legalized the recreational use of marijuana and as a result has
seen doubling the rate of fatal traffic accidents by drivers under the influence.
Currently there is a big effort in Nebraska to push the sale and use of oil extracted from the marijuana plant. CBD
they call it and it is a remedy for anything that might be causing pain in one’s body. Harmless, it contains no THC
which is the ingredient from marijuana that affects the minds of those that use the drug for whatever reason.
Yeah right! Who or what governmental regulating body checks on the potency of the drugs in CBD? Why is it that
the FAA who regulates what medicines can be legally used by pilots bars the use of CBD?
Marijuana, the scientific name is Cannabis, originated in Central Asia. Under the generic name of hemp was
imported to the US in the era of WWI as it was a source of fiber that was necessary in the manufacture of rope.
Rope was a necessity of sailing ships and farmers were encouraged to grow it. When sailing ships, and most
usages of rope in the farming industry, fell out of favor the growing of hemp also went by the wayside. The plant
adapted itself to our farmlands and continued to grow unaided as a weed.
I grew up on a farm just a few miles south of McCook. Our neighbor, Bob Kelly had acres of river bottom pasture
and Bob, a WWII pilot veteran pointed out the patches of marijuana that grew in several areas. Bob was
somewhat younger than my dad and would laugh about livestock eating too much of the plant and acting goofy.
He also mentioned that some dummies smoked the stuff to get “high”. To my knowledge no one in this area ever
used the stuff.
Probably some 25 to 30 years later I was raising a family and was stationed in the San Juaquin Valley of California.
That was the time of hippies and war protestors and drug use was a way to step out from the world. With family
we were strolling in the Merced City Park one evening when walking past a group of young people the familiar
smell of weeds burning in the road ditches, scenes and smells from my childhood back home in Nebraska, came
vividly back to me. Ditch weed burning; the young people there were smoking marijuana. Some later a California
friend Jim Glidden who worked in the County of Merced Division of weights and measures was chiding me about
Merced County having a higher gross dollar output of agriculture than the whole state of Nebraska. The next
revelation that the highest value of any crop produced there was thought to be marijuana. It was grown openly
and the really good stuff was produced in hippy’s basements under controlled lighting conditions and water bed
mattresses were popularly used as water reservoirs to grow the stuff hydroponically. That was some 50 years ago
but reportedly the same kind of operation is currently happening in the old WPA school building close by in Traer,
Kansas.
Prohibition back in the 1930s is always cast as a failure. Well in respect to taxes, funds raised for government, it
was. However if one observes that there was a whole lot less alcohol brought across the Kansas-Nebraska border







in the trunk of the bootleggers cars than comes across regularly now by semi-trailer. Probably the same will be
true, marijuana in the trunks of drug trafficker’s vehicles coming from Colorado now than when it becomes legal
and will be imported by the semi- load if legalized in the future.
In the mid 1940s my father sold a section of ground, mainly grassland, to Ed Oren, neighbor and well known
bootlegger. Ed liked Fords because they were fast and he told one story of being pursued by the Feds. He was
running lights off at night and pulled off the country road into a canyon filled with tumble weeks. Ed hopped out,
threw some weeds over the hole in the weeds that he had made on the way in and kept quiet. The Feds never
found him that long night.
On settlement day to purchase our farm, Ed showed up at the lawyer’s office to do paperwork. He also carried a
couple of brief cases containing stacks of cash, ones, fives, tens and twenties. No checks just cash plus one loaded
45 caliber pistol. Humm I wonder where all those cash notes came from? Do you suppose that he paid taxes on
the proceeds of the multiple sales of “goods” from his trunk?
The trouble with prohibiting drugs like marijuana and alcohol is that people will find a way to get them anyway
and the government will miss its cut. Best I can tell is that taxes from the sale of liquor in 2018 brought in some
$360+ million to the State of Nebraska’s coffers. Governor Ricketts and our Legislature are looking hard for a way
to reduce property taxes. I consider Governor Ricketts a brave and moral man to overlook the easy money that
legalizing recreational marijuana could bring in taxes. I agree with him that the human cost of approving the use
of marijuana would not be worth the tradeoff and I applaud his stance on the matter.
That is the way I saw it.
Dick Trail
 


OWH: Sasse seeks support for 'abortion survivors' bill, which fell short of advancing last year
 
WASHINGTON — Sen. Ben Sasse opened a Tuesday hearing by stressing he wasn’t there to persuade colleagues
who support abortion rights to join him at next year’s March For Life.
But the Nebraska Republican said he does hope more Democrats will back his Born-Alive Abortion Survivors
Protection Act.
“This hearing is about making sure that every newborn baby has a fighting chance — whether she’s born in a
labor and delivery ward or whether she’s born in an abortion clinic,” Sasse said.
The Sasse legislation would require “in the case of an abortion or attempted abortion that results in a child born
alive,” any health care provider present must act to preserve the life of the child just like any other born alive at
the same gestational age. Penalties include up to five years in prison.
Three Senate Democrats supported the legislation when it came up for a vote in the Senate a year ago, but that
53-44 tally was still short of the 60 votes required to break filibusters and advance legislation.
Sasse needs a few more Democrats to cross the aisle in order to move the bill forward.
Backers say the proposal represents critical protections for the most vulnerable. And they describe blocking the
bill as de facto support for infanticide.
Critics have rejected that, however, suggesting that the real purpose of the measure is to intimidate health care
professionals into refusing to provide abortions. They say the bill is vague and focuses on gestational age, ignoring
potentially complicated medical circumstances. They say that infanticide has always been illegal and that if there
were any confusion about the matter, a 2002 federal law made clear that infants born alive are considered
persons.
Backers of Sasse’s bill say that law is only “definitional” and lacks any enforcement mechanisms or criminal
penalties.
Democrats who attended Tuesday’s Senate Judiciary Committee session characterized the proposal as an
unnecessary and dangerous intrusion by the federal government. They pointed to opposition from groups such as
the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, which said in a statement that the proposal is not based
on medical science.
“S. 311 uses dangerous rhetoric that undermines the public trust in obstetrician-gynecologists, stigmatizes
necessary health care for women and callously disregards the tragedies and difficult decisions women and their
families face,” according to the group.
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Advocates for both sides testified at Tuesday’s hearing.
Dr. Robin Pierucci, a clinical neonatologist, described the lengths to which providers go to care for tiny babies
born extremely premature.
“There is no ethical reason why this medical standard of care should be abandoned for a subgroup of people
because they might be less ‘wanted’ than others,” Pierucci said. “Wantedness does not determine humanness.”
On the other side, Erika Christensen described being 30 weeks pregnant when she and her husband learned that
fetal growth had stopped and no treatment existed that could turn things around.
Carrying to term would have meant giving birth to a dying baby and endangering her own health, so they opted to
terminate the pregnancy.
“Had I sought to end my pregnancy by early induction — and this bill had been law — my doctors could have been
required to commence extreme measures on a baby who could never breathe, regardless of the futility of such
measures,” Christensen said. “This does not sound like compassion to me.”
Sasse disputed that the bill would require intense medical intervention when it comes to babies who cannot
survive.
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, thanked Christensen for sharing her story but said her testimony was “neither here nor
there on this bill.”
Ernst held up a tiny diaper from the University of Iowa Children’s Hospital and recounted the story of Micah
Pickering, a native of Newton, Iowa, born prematurely at 22 weeks.
Micah visited her office a few years later, Ernst said, and spotted a photo of himself hooked up to tubes in the
hospital. He pointed to that picture and exclaimed “a baby!”
Ernst said it brought tears to her eyes.
“That is a baby,” Ernst said. “Now, we as a society will be judged on how we handle the most vulnerable in our
society whether they’re wanted or not.”
By Joseph Morton
 


AP: Hemp prices plunge as CBD demand falls
 
NEW YORK — It may not be apparent when you're spending $70 on CBD foot cream, but hemp prices are plunging
amid a "grossly oversupplied" market, according to the head of the industry's first price provider.
Hemp biomass prices reached a high of more than $40 a pound in July, just before the 2019 harvest came in,
according to PanXchange Chief Executive Officer Julie Lerner. Today, it's trading less than $10 a pound following a
quadrupling of supply from 2018 to 2019.
Meanwhile, the CBD consumer market remains limited as the U.S. Food and Drug Administration continues to
prohibit the extract in food or dietary supplements, although many sellers ignore that mandate. CBD is legal in
other uses, such as topicals, as long as it contains less than 0.3% THC, the cannabis compound that gets you high.
"Every way you slice it, the physical demand for the CBD market is much, much smaller" then the supply, Lerner
said in an interview. "I'm a little surprised that retail prices have not started to come down yet. There's so much
competition."
Lerner, a former Cargill trader, founded PanXchange in 2011. It started as a trading platform and benchmark
pricing service for commodities in East Africa, then expanded into the U.S. via the specialty sand market for oil
and gas. PanXchange launched the hemp industry's first suite of benchmark prices in January 2019, one month
after the U.S. farm bill legalized the plant, and added a trading platform in August.
Today, the hemp market is "rife with desperate sellers and opportunist buyers," Lerner said in her December
analysis of the industry. She looked at three measures of potential CBD demand and found in each case that
farmers are growing far more hemp than the industry needs.
For example, Lerner estimated that Charlotte's Web Holdings Inc., the largest publicly traded CBD company,
needed less than 500 acres of hemp to service an estimated $95 million of sales in 2019. Assuming Charlotte's
Web accounts for about 2.4% of the $4 billion U.S. CBD market, that means about 20,000 acres of hemp are
needed in total.
Instead, Lerner estimated that about 115,000 acres were harvested in 2019. And it's only going to get worse.
"We are hearing that despite the losses people have had this year, they're still going to increase plantings, and







you have Texas, Florida, Wyoming and a bunch of late-comers that are just starting this crop year," she said.
Nebraska legalized growing hemp last year.
Lerner predicted that industrial demand for hemp will eventually dwarf the CBD market, but that won't happen
until prices drop even more.
"It's a little bit chicken and egg," she said. "There won't be demand for it until prices drop, and people won't be
planting for the industrial fiber market until there's huge demand for it, so we've got to get over that hump first."
Meanwhile, U.S. prices for cannabis also fell in most states and categories in 2019 — the opposite of the trend
seen north of the border.
An analysis by wholesale cannabis marketplace LeafLink found that statewide pricing across categories fell in
every legal state except Washington and Oregon. Prices also dropped in all categories except for edibles and
ingestibles.
Notably, prices for smokable flower dropped 8% nationwide, with California prices falling 21% and Oregon
tumbling 24%. "This is likely due to the proliferation of non-flower-related products as these two markets reach
maturity," LeafLink said in its report.
Despite the price increases in 2019, Washington remained the cheapest state to buy cannabis because of
"product oversaturation," LeafLink said. The most expensive state is Alaska, with its "exceptionally high logistics
and shipping costs."
By Kristine Owram
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TV and Radio         
KSNB: Nebraskans respond to "Red Flag" Bill, LB58
KSCJ: Linehan Hopes To Bolster Support For Nebraska Property Tax Bill
NET: Property tax/school finance bill on pause, abortion proposal heard
NET: Flood Recovery Continues with Help of Federal Funds
 
Governor
OWH: Debate pauses, negotiations continue on Nebraska Legislature's main property tax reduction plan
LJS: Timeout halts property tax, school aid debate
AP: Key senator hopes to meet with schools on property tax bill
LJS: Nebraska senator who introduced 'red flag' bill said he was threatened by gun enthusiasts
OWH: Rita Sanders, former Bellevue mayor, will seek District 45 seat in Nebraska Legislature
LJS: Former Bellevue mayor seeks legislative seat
 
State Capitol / Agency
LJS: State seeks to block installation of historical horse racing terminals at Fonner Park
LJS: Kearney YRTC youths transferred to Lincoln, Geneva, Hastings
 
Legislature
Scottsbluff SH: Debates on property tax reform taking time during Nebraska Legislature's short session
OWH: Obstetricians clash over Nebraska bill that would ban second-trimester abortion method
LJS: Nebraska Judiciary Committee hears medical testimony on dismemberment abortion bill
OWH: OPS superintendent backs measures to close age loophole on educator sexual misconduct
OWH: Capitol Digest: Legislature advances bill that would ban out-of-network rates for emergency services
AP: Nebraska senators advance emergency medical services bill
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: 11 of 13 travelers who came to Omaha from cruise ship test positive for coronavirus, quarantined at UNMC
OWH: Defense Secretary tours StratCom's new $1.3 billion command center, aims to modernize nuclear arsenal
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LJS: Justice Department: Walthill board violated federal law by denying church permit to build
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: State, local officials must be prepared for new action on vaping by youths
OWH Public Pulse


1.       School officials should help
2.       Papal guidance
3.       No to discrimination
4.       Get real about Trump
5.       Hypocrisy about medal
6.       Dangerous Trump must go
7.       False attack on Limbaugh


LJS Editorial, 2/21: Sentencing reform key to easing crisis
LJS Local View: Abortion access vital to equality
LJS Letters


1.       Voter turnout disturbingly low
2.       Republicans like liberal policies


 


OWH: Debate pauses, negotiations continue on Nebraska Legislature's main property tax reduction
plan
 
LINCOLN — Lawmakers put a major property tax and school aid measure on pause Thursday while the bill’s chief
sponsor works on building support.
Speaker of the Legislature Jim Scheer of Norfolk ended debate on Legislative Bill 974 after discussion hit the three-
hour mark. The measure seeks to ratchet down property taxes by increasing and redistributing state aid to
schools.
Scheer’s practice has been to pull bills from the first-round agenda after three hours of debate. Legislative
sponsors must prove that they have enough votes to advance those bills before they will be scheduled for debate
again.
State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, who chairs the Revenue Committee, said she has “32½ or 33” votes to end
a filibuster, even if not all of those senators will vote to advance the bill. She said she hopes to resume the debate
early next week.
“The reality is I have the votes, but we need a break,” she said.
Others questioned her vote count, saying they believe the bill would fall well short of 33.
Between now and then, Linehan said she plans to meet with school officials, who have been united in their
opposition to LB 974. She said she would be willing to make some changes to the bill but not in sections that
would tighten limits on school budget growth and property tax levies.
She also wants to get the message across to legislative leaders that getting LB 974 passed is critical to getting
support for a business tax incentives package.
A group of rural senators blocked last year’s business tax incentive bill after the session’s major property tax relief
plan stalled for lack of votes.
Sen. Wendy DeBoer of Bennington, who offered her own version of a property tax and state aid bill, called for
lawmakers to work on a compromise that brings opposing sides together. She said such a compromise established
the framework for the current school aid formula, which also sought to reduce property taxes.
“We’ve got to find a solution that works, mostly, for everyone,” DeBoer said.
Thursday afternoon, Taylor Gage, spokesman for Gov. Pete Ricketts, said, “Property tax relief is the most
important priority in the Legislature, and it’s time for senators and stakeholders to rally around LB 974 to get the
job done.”
One option could be an amendment offered by Sen. John McCollister of Omaha, which would boost the state’s
Property Tax Credit Fund to $380 million a year, up from $275 million currently. The credits offset a portion of the
property taxes levied on homes, businesses and agricultural land. The amount of the credit is based on the
valuation of the property.
LB 974 represents the culmination of months of wrangling among Revenue Committee members, Gov. Pete







Ricketts and other interested groups. It has been driven particularly by pressure from farmers and ranchers, who
saw their property taxes shoot up as the valuation of agricultural land soared.
Nebraska school organizations have lined up in opposition. They argue that the bill would squeeze funding for
schools and be fiscally unsustainable. It tightens limits on school property tax levies and on school budget growth.
LB 974 would reduce the property valuations used in calculating school property taxes. Valuations for agricultural
land would drop to 55% of actual value, down from 75% now. Home valuations would drop to 87%, down from
100% now. An earlier version of the bill would have put home valuations at 85%.
The bill also would direct more aid to the state’s smaller, rural school districts, which no longer qualify for
equalization aid. Such aid is meant to fill the gap between what schools need to educate students and the amount
they can raise with property taxes.
Under LB 974, the state would provide foundation aid for each student in a school and also eliminate a state aid
factor called the averaging adjustment, which has benefited the state’s largest schools.
It would raise taxes for one group, however. It would eliminate the state’s personal property tax exemption,
through which businesses and farmers do not have to pay property taxes on the first $10,000 of valuation of
machinery and equipment.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Timeout halts property tax, school aid debate
 
Legislative debate on this year's major property tax relief and school aid reform bill was halted Thursday as
Revenue Committee Chairwoman Lou Ann Linehan sought time to attempt to negotiate a compromise with
schools that remain opposed to the landmark proposal.
Linehan said she has the votes required to continue debate on the bill (LB974) at its first-stage floor consideration,
"but we need a break" that will allow time to attempt to fashion an agreement with school officials concerned
about the impact of the major reform package.
"Nobody likes change," the Elkhorn senator said. "It scares them."
"We need to sit down calmly" with a mindset that "we all have to compromise" in order to enact the
groundbreaking legislation, she said. 
Linehan needs to show Speaker Jim Scheer of Norfolk that she has the 33 votes required by the speaker to
proceed with debate on the bill. 
"I have the votes," she said, "33 votes — or 32½ votes."
If the bill moves forward, it eventually would need at least 33 votes to break a filibuster waged by its opponents.  
During the timeout period, Linehan said, "we will be meeting with school officials."
Opposition to the bill has centered in metropolitan Omaha and Lincoln, where school officials believe they will
lose future funding support under terms of the legislation.
But, Linehan said, Lincoln already is headed toward "a $20 million loss if we don't do anything."
That loss of funding support for Lincoln schools would be triggered under the current state aid formula because of
an increase in property valuations, she said.
Before Linehan's timeout, Sen. Wendy DeBoer of Bennington filed a motion to bracket the bill, a legislative
maneuver that would shelve the proposal for the remainder of this year's session.
"Education opposes this bill," she argued. "It's bad for Nebraska and bad for our kids."
Linehan said "it makes sense to pause," meet with school officials over the weekend and "come back early next
week" to resume consideration of the measure.
"Our job is to take care of every child in the state," she said. "I think it's doable."
Although Gov. Pete Ricketts is not directly involved in the newest effort to reach an agreement, Linehan said, "I
feel the governor is with us. He understands we need to work this out."
By Don Walton
 


AP: Key senator hopes to meet with schools on property tax bill
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A Nebraska senator who is pushing the Legislature’s main bill to lower property taxes said







Thursday she hopes to reach a deal with opponents who are trying to derail it out of concern that it could hurt the
state’s K-12 public schools.
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, of Omaha, said she and other senators will try to find an agreement with school officials
who are lobbying against the measure.
“We want to sit down with the schools and see how we can go forward,” she said during legislative debate.
The bill has won support from farm and business groups and Gov. Pete Ricketts because it would lower taxes that
have risen over the last decade. But school administrators, school boards and the state teachers’ union argue it
would hinder their long-term spending flexibility.
“This bill is bad for Nebraska and it’s bad for our kids,” said Sen. Wendy DeBoer, of Bennington, who opposed the
measure.
The bill would boost state aid to schools by about $520 million over three years and redistribute it so that smaller,
rural schools get a larger increase. In exchange, it would lower property taxes by restricting school districts’ ability
to tax and spend and requiring voter approval of certain tax increases.
Lawmakers debated the bill Thursday but passed over it without taking a vote. To bring it to a vote, Linehan has to
show that she has support from at least 33 of the Legislature’s 49 state senators. It’s unclear whether she has the
votes.
 


LJS: Nebraska senator who introduced 'red flag' bill said he was threatened by gun enthusiasts
 
Lincoln Sen. Adam Morfeld has gotten strong pushback on a bill he introduced last session, and a veiled threat on
a gun store Facebook page.
Morfeld's bill (LB58), known as a "red flag" proposal, would allow a court to intervene in extreme cases where
people have demonstrated they are a danger to themselves or others, have access to a firearm and have made
threats of violence.
Morfeld said that on Sunday, a person posting on the Facebook page of Lincoln's Deguns.net Firearms Sales and
Service suggested that someone should take the senator for a "helicopter ride," which he interprets as a reference
to political assassinations carried out by military juntas. In these "death flights," dissidents are pushed from
helicopters over oceans, rivers or mountains. 
An Omaha man who is a gun enthusiast, and who has posted the defiant expression "Molon Labe," or "Come and
Take (Them)," on his Facebook page, wrote "Helicopter ride?????" on the Deguns.net post.
Cody Thomas, spokesman for the Nebraska State Patrol, confirmed the state's law enforcement agency received
the report Tuesday from Morfeld and is investigating the post.
Morfeld said he and his fiancee are concerned for their safety. The gun store's Facebook page published Morfeld's
home address with a photo of him and a red X through it in encouraging people to oppose his bill.
In a column this week, Gov. Pete Ricketts wrote about "Protecting the Right to Bear Arms," in which he said
Morfeld's bill would be "a clear violation of due process rights under the guise of public safety. LB58 would create
a judicial weapon for anti-gun activists who wish to roll back the gun rights enshrined in both our federal and state
constitutions." 
He encouraged people to contact their state senators to tell them they are opposed to Morfeld's bill. 
The National Rifle Association sent out an "In case you missed it" alert Wednesday under the subject line:
"Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts denounces a dangerous 'Red Flag' bill."
The Lincoln senator said the governor and other advocates can reasonably disagree on the policy merits of the bill.
"But to lie about the judicial process that's put in place and to call it a dangerous bill creates dangerous rhetoric
that legitimizes extremists and concerns otherwise reasonable people," Morfeld said Thursday.
And to call it a judicial weapon is inflammatory, he said. 
Ricketts said in the column that it’s important to be vigilant against legislative attempts to erode Second
Amendment rights and that LB58 would infringe on the right to bear arms in Nebraska.
Ricketts spokesman Taylor Gage says the governor's column is accurate and there are no grounds for Morfeld's
false accusations.
According to the bill, an affidavit could be filed with the court by a family member, household member, law
enforcement or a school superintendent if it is perceived that there is a danger from a person with a gun. If the
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court finds that person poses a significant risk of injuring himself or herself or others with a firearm, that person
could be temporarily prohibited from purchasing and possessing guns and required to turn over their guns while
the order is in effect.
Due process, according to the bill, would allow the respondent the right to a timely hearing before the protection
order is made permanent. It's in effect for 12 months if not rescinded or renewed.
Morfeld said he introduced the bill at the request of the Lincoln Police Department and the Sarpy County Sheriff's
Office. At the same time, he was looking for solutions after the 2018 Parkland, Florida, shootings that killed 17
people and injured 17 others.
Judiciary Committee members voted 5-2, with Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne not voting, to advance the bill from
committee. Voting against advancing the bill were Sens. Julie Slama of Peru and Tom Brandt of Plymouth. Voting
in favor were Sens. Morfeld, Ernie Chambers, Wendy DeBoer, Steve Lathrop and Patty Pansing Brooks.
The bill does not have a priority designation. If it is not debated or advanced this year, it would die at the end of
the session.
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: Rita Sanders, former Bellevue mayor, will seek District 45 seat in Nebraska Legislature
 
LINCOLN — Former Bellevue Mayor Rita Sanders has announced her candidacy to represent District 45 in the
Nebraska Legislature.
Sanders, a 61-year-old Republican, joins two other Bellevue residents, Susan Hester and Doug Cook, who have
filed so far for the post. State Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue, who currently represents District 45, is barred by
term limits from seeking reelection.
Sanders said in a press release that she’s already gained the “strong support” from several top Republican
officials, including Gov. Pete Ricketts and U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer.
“I enjoyed working for our community as mayor and look forward to representing District 45 in Lincoln to ensure
the quality of our schools, support our veterans, reduce our property tax burden and continue to bring good-
paying jobs to Nebraska,” Sanders said.
Sanders and her husband own a retirement home in Bellevue. She served two terms as mayor of Bellevue before
declining to run for a third term in 2018.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Former Bellevue mayor seeks legislative seat
 
Former Bellevue Mayor Rita Sanders announced Thursday she will seek the District 45 seat in the Legislature.
Sanders' announcement was accompanied by endorsements from leading Republican officeholders, including Gov.
Pete Ricketts, Sen. Deb Fischer, Rep. Jeff Fortenberry and Rep. Don Bacon.
Sanders was elected mayor of Bellevue in 2010 and reelected in 2014.
If elected, she said, she would work in the Legislature to "ensure the quality of our schools," support veterans,
reduce property taxes and "continue to bring good-paying jobs to Nebraska."
"Rita was a champion for Bellevue during her time as mayor," Ricketts said.
Sanders and her husband developed and own the Richmont Senior Living Retirement Campus in Bellevue.
District 45 covers eastern Sarpy County, including much of Bellevue and Offutt Air Force Base.
The district currently is represented in the nonpartisan Legislature by Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue, a Democrat
who is completing her second and final four-year term. 
By Don Walton
 


LJS: State seeks to block installation of historical horse racing terminals at Fonner Park
 
The Nebraska Attorney General's Office sought to stop wagering on historical horse racing at Fonner Park from
getting out of the gates Thursday. 
State horse racing regulators made an illegal decision to expand gambling by approving the terminals for the







Grand Island track last year, Assistant Attorney General Ryan Post said as a lawsuit seeking to invalidate their
authorization continues. 
And the Nebraska State Racing Commission made that decision in contradiction of its own regulations and after
the Attorney General's Office warned that it would spawn legal challenges, he argued during a court hearing.
"The commission's openly daring the state to shut them down," Post said.
But lawyers for Fonner Park, the commission and the company that makes the terminals countered that the state
had not proven that the machines are not simply new forms of already legal pari-mutuel wagering in Nebraska.
The machines may look like slot machines, but they're not, the lawyers argued. 
"What this case is not is an expanded gambling attempt," said Brian Brislen, one of the commission's attorneys.
Lancaster County District Judge Andrew Jacobsen took no action Thursday on the state's request.
Previous attempts by the Nebraska Legislature to enact historical horse racing or to have voters approve it at the
ballot box failed.
But the State Racing Commission's narrow decision to approve the wagering method for Fonner Park marks the
latest attempt to draw people to horse tracks as the industry in Nebraska has slid into decline.
Fonner Park officials had hoped to have 50 PariMAX terminals up and running to coincide with the start of the
track's live meet Friday.
Fonner Park CEO Chris Kotulak said the track will wait to install the terminals until the judge has ruled.
Gambling with the Good Life, an organization opposing expanded gambling in Nebraska, has filed a friend of the
court brief in the case, backing the state's position and arguing slot-style gambling directly contributes to an array
of social ills.
Much of the state's argument for a temporary injunction preventing Fonner Park from installing the terminals
focused on the process.
The horse racing terminals allow a bettor to make wagers on unidentified horses in previously run races from
across the U.S., company officials say.
But historical horse racing is only considered pari-mutuel wagering because the industry says so, Post said.
Unlike live or simulcast races, no certificate is issued to the bettor after a wager is made, he said.
Plus, the races have already been run, which contradicts state requirements that a pari-mutuel wager be on a live
or simulcast race, Post said.
Letting Fonner Park install the machines would be a public nuisance and cause irreparable harm, he said.
But no one would be harmed by the terminals because they're going into a place where people are expecting to
make these kinds of wagers, attorneys for Fonner Park and the commission argued.
The terminals should be judged on how they operate, not how they look, said Scott Lautenbaugh, who represents
PariMAX. 
Just because they have flashing lights doesn't mean they're slot machines, he said. 
"I followed a tow truck around all morning," Lautenbaugh said. "It did not pay out."
After an afternoon court hearing, Jacobsen took the case under advisement but didn't give a time frame for his
decision.
The Attorney General's lawsuit followed a previous lawsuit filed by two Hall County residents seeking to have the
commission's decision declared unconstitutional.
That case is being heard by Jacobsen and remains pending in district court.
By Riley Johnson
 


LJS: Kearney YRTC youths transferred to Lincoln, Geneva, Hastings
 
Several youths are being transferred from the Kearney Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center to facilities in
Lincoln, Geneva and Hastings. 
Several incidents occurred at the center in recent weeks, ranging from youth escaping from the facility to staff
assaults. CEO Dannette Smith said the Department of Health and Human Services is taking immediate and
necessary steps to address the situation.
In a news release, she said the department is in the process of transferring several high-needs boys to its Lincoln
facility. That transfer started this week and there will be up to six boys residing there by Monday, said







spokeswoman Leah Bucco-White. 
The Lincoln facility provides more-intensive interventions such as targeted behavioral and trauma-based
programming. The state leased space at the Lancaster County Youth Services Center for five years, with an option
for another five years. Rent started at $352,946 annually.
The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services will provide extra staffing at the Lincoln facility for the next 90
days. Three Corrections staff will work alongside the HHS team inside the facility, according to the release. They
will undergo the same training as HHS employees and follow the same processes and protocols.
Smith said it was critical that the facility and programming is an appropriate match for the youths served there.
In addition, three girls who are close to transitioning back into their communities have relocated to the newly
renovated LaFlesche Cottage at YRTC-Geneva, a reentry program in a less-restrictive environment with a more
home-like setting.
Two boys will go to the Hastings Regional Center campus, which provides residential substance-abuse treatment.
By JoAnne Young
 


Scottsbluff SH: Debates on property tax reform taking time during Nebraska Legislature's short
session
 
As the Nebraska Legislature approaches the halfway point in its 60-day 2020 session, 482 bills must receive an
initial hearing and about 100 of them could be designated as priorities.
During a conference call on Thursday, District 48 State Sen. John Stinner of Gering said the bill currently taking up
much of their debate time is LB 974. The 59-page bill, introduced by the Revenue Committee, would reduce
property taxes on Nebraska’s farmers, ranchers and homeowners. The bill’s goal is to reduce the state’s reliance
on property taxes to support K-12 education.
“Currently, I think we’re short on votes to pass it,” Stinner said. “We have 27 or 28 votes, but we need 33, so it
might be pulled. Hopefully, we can bring people together and make some adjustments and try to get something
across the finish line on property tax.”
Stinner said he understands there have been concerns from schools about both current and future funding under
the bill. However, the Legislature is trying to get the bill as revenue neutral as possible.
The Legislature has struggled over property tax reform for years as competing interests keep popping up. Property
taxes are also the top concern among Nebraskans.
An editorial in the Feb. 19 Omaha World-Herald was blunt: “It’s time to give state senators an ultimatum. Enough
is enough. It’s time to get it done...This time around, failure is not an option.”
Another major bill up for debate is LB 720, which creates the ImagiNE Nebraska Act to offer incentives for new
businesses interested in coming to Nebraska and those wishing to expand.
“The current Nebraska Advantage Act sunsets at the end of the year,” Stinner said. “Not having a major incentive
program really limits our opportunities to attract and maintain business.”
Stinner also spoke about his priority bill, LB 424. The bill would allow municipalities to create land banks in areas of
the state outside Lincoln/Omaha. Land banks would help facilitate the return of vacant, abandoned and tax
delinquent properties to productive use.
“I think land banks are important for western Nebraska to address some of the concerns we have about
abandoned buildings,” Stinner said. “A land bank in western Nebraska could possibly be set up as a regional group
to serve municipalities around the area.”
Closely related to land bank authority is LB 733, which would make a one-time transfer of $10 million from the
general fund into the Rural Workforce Housing Investment Fund.
The bill got its first hearing before Stinner’s Appropriations Committee. Sen. Matt Williams, who introduced the
bill, said the funding might have to be spread out over several years due to the state’s tight budget.
“I’m going to recommend my committee take the whole $10 million out of the rainy day fund because it’s a one-
time expenditure,” Stinner said. “The governor likes that bill as well so I should be able to get it through.”
Another point of debate during the current session has been over the state prisons. Stinner said it was interesting
that after he called for sentencing reform to help overcrowding in the prisons, a possible alternative was
presented.







Between October and December of 2019, the average daily population in Nebraska’s prisons was 116% over their
operational capacity of 4,807, the second highest in the country.
Earlier this week, Corrections Director Scott Frakes said they were considering the possibility of a private-public
partnership to build a new 1,600-bed prison somewhere between Lincoln and Omaha to help deal with
overcrowding.
“It was a request for information, not a request to actually build a prison,” Stinner said. “I think this is going to be
on everybody’s radar screen in the next two to three years.”
By Jerry Purvis
 


OWH: Obstetricians clash over Nebraska bill that would ban second-trimester abortion method
 
LINCOLN — Two obstetricians painted very different pictures Thursday of a proposed ban on a common second-
trimester abortion method.
One told Nebraska lawmakers that the measure would prevent fetuses from suffering pain, spare women from
guilt and keep health care workers from becoming hardened.
“This is a humanitarian bill,” said Dr. Kathi Aultman, the medical director at a Planned Parenthood clinic in the
1980s who now works to limit abortion rights.
The other said the ban would expose women getting abortions to greater health risks and would potentially send
them out of the state to end their pregnancies.
“Laws like this only harm women,” said Dr. Jody Steinauer, an Omaha native who is a professor at the University of
California, San Francisco and whose clinical practice includes abortions.
The two testified on opposite sides at a hearing on Legislative Bill 814, introduced by State Sen. Suzanne Geist of
Lincoln and 21 co-sponsors. Geist has named it her priority for the year.
The bill would ban an abortion procedure used from week 13 through week 24 of a woman’s pregnancy. The
procedure, which involves dilating a woman’s cervix and removing the fetus in pieces, is known medically as
dilation and evacuation. Opponents call it dismemberment abortion.
Geist argued that the proposal would not harm women’s access to second-trimester abortions in Nebraska but
would do away with an abortion method she called immoral.
“This practice truly has no place in modern medicine and should not be happening in our society,” she said.
LB 814 would prohibit abortions in which clamps, forceps or similar instruments are used to remove pieces of a
living fetus. It would not apply if suction is used to remove pieces. It also would not apply if the fetus was dead
before being removed.
The bill would make it a Class IV felony, punishable by up to two years in prison and a $10,000 fine, for a doctor to
perform such an abortion. The bill would also allow a doctor to be sued for performing the procedure. The woman
having such an abortion could not be charged.
Aultman said an easy alternative allowed by the bill would be for the doctor to terminate the pregnancy before
removing the fetus. She said that could be done by injecting the fetus with digoxin or potassium chloride or by
cutting the umbilical cord. The injections are done through the abdomen, similar to the procedure used for
amniocentesis testing.
Steinauer said such injections increase the health risks to women, along with causing more pain. She said that the
substances used to terminate the pregnancy can get into a woman’s system and that there are case studies of
them causing cardiac arrest and sepsis.
The bill also carries legal risks, according to Scout Richters, who testified for the ACLU of Nebraska. She said it
would probably run afoul of women’s constitutional right to abortion.
She said a dozen other states have passed laws banning such abortions. But the laws are in effect in only two
states, neither of which have abortion providers that perform second-trimester abortions.
The rest have been ruled unconstitutional or are enjoined while they face legal challenges. In June, the U.S.
Supreme Court refused to hear an appeal of an 11th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling permanently barring
Alabama’s law from taking effect.
But Marion Miner, speaking on behalf of the Nebraska Catholic Conference, said Nebraska is in a different position
than those other states. A key issue in those states has been the prevalence of the method. National studies have







found that it is used in 95% of second-trimester abortions.
A report published by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services showed that there were 32
dilation and evacuation abortions in the state in 2018, or 18% of those done at 13 weeks or later. None of those
who testified Thursday could explain why Nebraska’s numbers are different from the rest of the country.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Nebraska Judiciary Committee hears medical testimony on dismemberment abortion bill
 
Both supporters and opponents of a dismemberment abortion bill brought in medical personnel to offer
testimony Thursday on the safety, humanity and effects on women and their doctors of the most common
second-trimester abortion method.
The bill (LB814) would prohibit dismemberment abortions on a live fetus and would provide for criminal penalties
for doctors who perform them, as well as mechanisms for civil lawsuits and stopping the procedure.
"Regardless of our individual opinions on abortion," Lincoln Sen. Suzanne Geist said at the Legislature's Judiciary
Committee hearing, "I think we can agree that no living creature, and certainly no living human being, should be
subject to this barbaric act in the name of women's health."
Dr. Kathi Aultman, a retired board-certified obstetrics and gynecology physician who was a medical director for
Planned Parenthood of Northeast Florida, led the proponent testimony. She performed dismemberment
abortions, usually done between 13 to 24 weeks of gestation, and said she had also had an abortion herself.
She said it matters that the fetus is not alive during a dismemberment abortion because of evidence the fetus
feels pain at 20 weeks. And a recent review of literature showed that may be the case as early as 12 weeks.
"I support this bill because it prevents the infliction of needless pain and suffering on innocent human beings, and
preserves the integrity of the medical profession," Aultman said.
When she did the procedure, she said, she was focused on making it as painless as possible for her patient and
didn't consider fetal pain.
"I hope that you will have more compassion on these innocent human beings than I did, and pass this bill," she
said.
It doesn't prevent a woman from having a dilation-and-evacuation abortion, she said.
"There's no medical reason that the baby has to be alive at the time this procedure is done, unless you're trying to
get fresh fetal tissue for research or something," the doctor said.
At the time she was performing those abortions, Aultman said she felt it was a woman's right, and even got extra
training to do them. But once she had a baby herself, she saw fetuses as little people and couldn't justify killing
them just because they weren't wanted. She eventually came to believe she was practicing mass murder.
There's also concerns about exposing young residents to the procedure and expecting them to be compassionate
in other care of patients, she said.
Kristen New, who worked with a counselor during college and graduate school at two abortion clinics, said she
believed at the time abortions helped women. Things drastically changed when she observed a dismemberment
abortion, she said.
She watched as the fetus pulled its leg out of the doctor's forceps, then its arm, and curled into a fetal position
with its back to the forceps, she said. She believed the fetus experienced pain and was fighting for its life. She left
the abortion clinic three months later, she said.
Opponents of the bill included Dr. Jody Steinauer, a Nebraska native and professor of obstetrics and gynecology at
the University of California in San Francisco.
Steinauer said she strongly opposed the bill, as a doctor, teacher, Nebraskan and advocate for her patients.
"This bill is not about patient safety or about helping a physician provide quality medical care to a patient," she
said. "It is a ban on a very safe method of abortion."
If the bill became law, it would make it a crime for doctors to use their best medical judgment in treating their
patients, Steinauer said. She mentioned treating a patient that needed a second-trimester abortion because of a
medical illness, so that she could be there to care for her other children. Another patient she treated that same
day was 16 and hadn't realized she was pregnant until after the first trimester because she had irregular periods.
"It would go against my medical oath to not be able to offer the safest possible method of abortion to my patients







in the second trimester," she said.
It should be up to patients and doctors, not dictated by lawmakers, she said.
Jon Wood, a medical student at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, said appendectomies, gall bladder
removal and wisdom tooth extraction are all dismemberment procedures.
"I believe that those who support this bill don't necessarily dislike dismemberment per se, but what they typically
oppose is the word that comes after," Wood said.
He said bills such as this one exacerbate the state's brain drain. He would love to stay in Nebraska when he
graduates but could go anywhere to practice medicine.
Every time the Legislature passes anti-evidence and intentionally inflammatory legislation such as this bill, that
restricts clinicians from providing safe and effective medical procedures, or requires them to provide
nonevidence-based information to patients, it is saying senators' feelings outweigh their scientific background and
clinical judgment, Wood said.
"The medically underserved citizens of your state are ultimately the ones who will pay for your decision," he said.
LB814 is Geist's priority bill, which increases the likelihood it would be debated if it comes out of the Judiciary
Committee.
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: OPS superintendent backs measures to close age loophole on educator sexual misconduct
 
LINCOLN — A loophole in Nebraska law is putting kids at risk from their own schoolteachers, principals and
coaches.
That was the message delivered to a panel of Nebraska lawmakers Thursday.
Education and law enforcement officials testified in support of criminalizing sex between Nebraska educators and
students who are 16 or older.
Nebraska law already defines sex with a child under 16 years old as statutory rape, acknowledging that children
that age are too immature to consent.
But educators who have sex with students 16 or older can escape prosecution because the age of consent for sex
in Nebraska is 16.
Four bills have been introduced to make it a crime regardless of whether the student consented.
Supporters of the effort included Cheryl Logan, superintendent of Omaha Public Schools; Deputy Douglas County
Attorney Molly Keane; and Tom Venzor, executive director of the Nebraska Catholic Conference.
In all, nine people, including a Grand Island school board member who said her daughter was groomed for sex by
a substitute teacher, testified in favor of one or all of the bills before the Legislature’s Judiciary Committee.
Each bill would protect students of high school age who are technically old enough to consent to sex under
Nebraska law but vulnerable to manipulation and grooming by predatory teachers, coaches and administrators.
The bills differ in the details, varying for instance in whether they would apply only to educators or to all authority
figures with control over a student, such as a foster parent or club sports coach.
The senators who sponsored them said they would be willing to work with the committee to create the best bill to
address the problem.
Testifying in opposition was Christopher Eickholt, a lobbyist for the Nebraska Criminal Defense Attorneys
Association who expressed concern that the language in the bills needed to be more clear, particularly when it
comes to specifying the ages of the students who would be covered by the new statute.
He said the bills would “add another layer of inconsistency” to the state’s sexual assault laws.
Logan testified in favor of Legislative Bill 1210, which was introduced by State Sen. Tony Vargas at the request of
OPS officials.
“The purpose of this bill is to close what we believe is a loophole in current law,” she said.
While existing policies allow for removal of a predatory teacher, the bill “will provide the needed legal
repercussions,” Logan said.
Sex with a student “should not be legally permissible simply because a young person is the age of consent,” she
said.
As of 2017, 22 states, including Iowa, Wyoming and Colorado, had laws making it a crime for a person of trust or
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authority to have sex with a child, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.
Those laws vary in penalties and the age range covered.
The laws reflect the notion that because coaches, teachers and other trusted adults have authority over a victim,
the relationship is unbalanced and there can’t be genuine consent to sex.
A World-Herald investigation last year found that over a five-year period, on average, 10 Nebraska educators were
caught and disciplined or prosecuted each year for sexual contact or inappropriate communication of a sexual
nature with students.
Experts believe the frequency is higher because they estimate that only one in 10 student victims reports it. In
some of the Nebraska cases, the students were 16 or older and there were no criminal charges, but the State
Education Department revoked the educators’ teaching certificates.
Lisa Albers, a Grand Island Public Schools board member, testified that a substitute teacher groomed her high
school-age daughter and then had sex with her at age 17, less than two weeks after graduation.
“These laws would have protected her,” Albers said.
Kids deserve a legal safety net, she said.
Venzor expressed the church’s support.
“While the church across the world has had to reconcile with its past and the patterns of failure regarding child
sexual abuse, we know that child sexual abuse can happen anywhere,” he said. “It’s a societal problem. … It can
and does happen in our school systems.”
Catholic schools in Nebraska enroll nearly 29,000 students.
Keane, appearing on behalf of the Nebraska County Attorneys Association, said the group favors LB 766. She said
the group prefers the bill’s broader language that would make it a crime for “authority figures” to have sex with
children over whom they have a position of trust and authority.
Keane said she’s had cases she was unable to prosecute. The language would allow prosecution of abusive clergy,
for instance, or a foster parent or youth program leader, she said.
She said that under some of the bills, a coach in a school could be held accountable for sex with a student, but a
coach in a private club could not.
The Nebraska State Education Association and several other education groups also backed the bills.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Capitol Digest: Legislature advances bill that would ban out-of-network rates for emergency
services
 
Out-of-network rates.
A bill that would prohibit Nebraska health care providers from charging patients higher, out-of-network rates for
emergency services won first-round approval Thursday from state lawmakers.
Senators voted 43-0 to advance the measure to prevent “surprise medical bills” through the first of three required
votes.
State Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln proposed the bill to try to protect consumers from unexpected out-of-
network costs during a medical emergency. Morfeld argued that unexpected medical bills are a leading cause of
personal bankruptcies.
The bill received support from insurers and advocates for low-income people, but a group representing hospitals
raised concerns during a legislative hearing earlier this month.
Two more votes are required before the bill goes to the governor.
Group contracts. A seemingly simple bill to allow “group contracts” with political subdivisions in other states ran
into a raft of questions about whether state lawmakers were delegating too much power to the state agency that
handles bids for services, the Nebraska Department of Administrative Services.
Sens. Mark Kolterman of Seward, Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln and John McCollister of Omaha questioned the
wisdom of Legislative Bill 790.
Kolterman, who introduced a bill on public bidding last year, said LB 790 doesn’t allow unsuccessful bidders the
opportunity to contest decisions by the department, except to file a lawsuit. A state audit released in December
questioned whether the department had adequate “internal controls” over the bidding process.
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Peru Sen. Julie Slama, the sponsor of LB 790, said there were no “ghosts or ghouls” in the proposal. She said group
contracts were used by 38 other states to allow the state to bargain for additional cost savings.
Time ran out before a first-round vote could be taken on the bill, which Kolterman said he’d support if it was
amended.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Nebraska senators advance emergency medical services bill
 
A bill that would prohibit Nebraska health care providers from charging patients higher, out-of-network rates for
emergency services won first-round approval Thursday from state lawmakers.
Senators voted 43-0 to advance the measure through the first of three required votes.
Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln proposed the bill to try to protect consumers from unexpected out-of-network costs
during a medical emergency. Morfeld argued that unexpected medical bills are a leading cause of personal
bankruptcies.
The bill received support from insurers and advocates for low-income people, but a group representing hospitals
raised concerns during a legislative hearing earlier this month.
Two more votes are required before the bill goes to the governor.
 


OWH: 11 of 13 travelers who came to Omaha from cruise ship test positive for coronavirus,
quarantined at UNMC
 
Eleven of the 13 people under quarantine on the University of Nebraska Medical Center campus have been
confirmed positive for the novel coronavirus, Nebraska Medicine officials announced Thursday evening.
All 13 were tested when they arrived in Omaha on Monday after being evacuated from the Diamond Princess
cruise ship docked off the coast of Japan.
The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Thursday confirmed the results of the tests conducted
by the Nebraska Public Health Laboratory, which is on the UNMC campus. Two of the 13 tested negative for the
illness, called COVID-19.
Three of the American travelers are being housed in the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit, and 10 are lodging in the
separate National Quarantine Unit. Both are also on the UNMC campus.
Most of the travelers aren’t showing symptoms of the respiratory condition. Symptoms include cough and fever
but can worsen to a more serious illness. All three in the biocontainment unit were in stable condition.
Those who tested positive will have to remain in quarantine until they have two negative tests taken 24 hours
apart.
Taylor Wilson, a Nebraska Medicine spokesman, said he did not know how long that might take.
“I think this is uncharted territory,” he said.
The 13 were among 328 Americans evacuated from the virus-stricken cruise ship. The 13 were known to have
tested positive for or been exposed to the virus when they arrived in Omaha.
Two infected elderly passengers taken off the quarantined ship have died, Japan’s Health Ministry said Thursday.
They became the first fatalities from the vessel.
Meantime, 57 Americans who have spent the past 14 days in a separate quarantine at Camp Ashland completed
their final health checks Thursday morning. With a clean bill of health, they hugged and took selfies with health
care workers at the camp and began catching commercial flights for home.
There is no connection between the 57 travelers who came from the Wuhan, China, area and the 13 evacuated
from the ship.
The 57 travelers, all of whom came to Nebraska on Feb. 7, are headed to spots across the country from Seattle to
New York, said Joe Smith, a CDC spokesman.
About a quarter of the 57 had headed out of Omaha’s Eppley Airfield by late Thursday morning. Almost all were to
be gone by Thursday night; the rest will trickle out Friday.
At Camp Ashland, a Nebraska National Guard camp about 30 miles southwest of Omaha, they were screened
twice daily and have had no symptoms of the coronavirus.







“We started out with 57 healthy people,” Smith said, “and that’s what we ended up with.”
One woman in her 40s was taken to the Nebraska Medical Center for evaluation late last week after developing a
cough. She twice tested negative for the coronavirus and was taken back to Camp Ashland on Saturday.
The departure of the 57 closes out a portion of the first federal quarantine in roughly 50 years.
For them, the process has been difficult and frustrating, Smith said, but they have proved to be resilient.
On Thursday, everyone at Camp Ashland was up early. After their final health check, the masks came off and the
cameras came out for photos with the federal workers who have overseen their stay.
“It was selfies and high-fives,” Smith said.
A little girl presented a thank-you card to one of the federal workers who has led yoga sessions at the camp. In the
card, the girl’s mother had drawn a picture of the worker doing yoga in a mask. Smith said the worker teared up
when she saw it.
Because some people among the 57 had expressed concerns about negative attention that might come with their
time in quarantine, there was no fanfare associated with their departure.
Most people at the airport appeared unconcerned. But at least one traveler was taking precautions. P.J. Caplan, a
frequent traveler who was returning home to Augusta, Georgia, donned a mask. He also carried Clorox wipes and
vitamin C tablets.
Caplan said doesn’t usually take such steps, but he will do so occasionally when influenza season is at its peak so
he doesn’t bring germs home to his family.
“I just did this because I heard about the quarantine they’re doing in Omaha,” he said.
Smith, the CDC official, stressed that the 57 pose no threat to their fellow passengers or to the communities to
which they’re returning.
“They’re ready to be normal people again,” he said. “They’re ready to be back to their lives.”
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: Defense Secretary tours StratCom's new $1.3 billion command center, aims to modernize
nuclear arsenal
 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper stopped by Offutt Air Force Base for his first tour of the new U.S. Strategic
Command headquarters since it was completed in December.
He got a close-up look at what $1.3 billion can buy. And he liked what he saw.
“It’s great to see this new headquarters,” he told a gathering of more than 800 military and civilian workers in the
atrium of the new Gen. Curtis E. LeMay Building. “I remember the old one. This one is quite (a bit) better.”
The trip to Offutt was part of a two-day swing through the Midwest that also included a visit Wednesday to Minot
Air Force Base, where he visited a field of intercontinental ballistic missiles and viewed B-52 bombers capable of
carrying nuclear weapons.
Esper, 55, served 21 years in the Army, National Guard and reserves after graduating in 1986 from the U.S.
Military Academy. He is a veteran of the 1991 Persian Gulf War.
He later worked as a congressional staffer, including a stint with then-Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., and later as a
lobbyist. He was named Secretary of the Army by President Donald Trump in 2017, and became Secretary of
Defense two years later.
At Offutt on Thursday he met with Adm. Charles Richard, StratCom’s commander, and toured the new LeMay
Building with him.
The building was dedicated in November, seven years after ground was broken and more than two years behind
schedule. The project was plagued with difficulties: drainage problems that forced a redesign, mold growing in the
ductwork, floods, a fire, even a tornado. When initial bids came in over budget, designers had to scale back the
size of the building.
After the tour, he ate lunch with Offutt airmen before taking questions from the workers during a town hall
meeting.
Esper also received a tour of the base, including the southern portion that was devastated by flooding in March
2019. The floods destroyed 137 structures, including 44 buildings with more than 1.2 million square feet of office
space. More than 3,000 Offutt employees were displaced by the floods. Damage totaled at least $790 million and
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could reach $1 billion.
In his public comments, Esper talked up the need to modernize the nation’s nuclear triad, including nuclear
submarines, long-range strategic bombers and land-based missiles. StratCom’s duties include maintaining the
nuclear arsenal and preparing nuclear war plans.
“Russia and China are both modernizing and expanding their nuclear arsenals,” Esper told reporters at Minot. “We
need to have the confidence that our triad and related systems are effective.”
The Congressional Budget Office has estimated the first 10 years of the modernization plan will cost nearly $500
billion, and that over a 30-year span the total would hit $1.2 trillion, including the cost of sustaining the current
and future force.
The key new weapons are a replacement for the current Minuteman 3 ICBM, a new-generation Columbia-class
ballistic missile submarine fleet, and a new long-range bomber, dubbed the B-21 Raider, to replace the B-2 stealth
bomber that is to be retired even as the older B-52 bomber remains. The B-52, which entered service in the
1960s, is getting new engines and other major upgrades.
Last week, the Trump administration unveiled a proposed 2021 budget that included nearly $46 billion for nuclear
weapons, divided between the Defense Department, which is responsible for operating the weapons, and the
Energy Department, which maintains the warhead stockpile.
Under current planning, the Pentagon alone would spend a combined $85 billion in the coming five years for the
new bomber, the new ICBM, the Columbia-class submarine and modernization of the communications and
warning systems that support the whole system of nuclear command and control.
“I think we’re on the right path,” Esper said. “This administration is investing billions of dollars in all three legs.”
At the same time, Esper told the gathering of Offutt employees, the Defense Department must prioritize its
spending with an emphasis on meeting the challenge of “great power conflict” with Russia and China.
“We are in an era of fiscal constraint,” he said. “It’s important that we’re making the best use of our people and
money.”
By Steve Liewer
 


LJS: Justice Department: Walthill board violated federal law by denying church permit to build
 
The Justice Department on Thursday filed a lawsuit against Walthill, alleging the village on the Omaha Reservation
in northeast Nebraska unlawfully denied a nondenominational, multi-ethnic Christian congregation a permit to
construct a new church there in 2017. 
Light of the World Gospel Ministries already had sued the village over the denial. 
That lawsuit is pending in U.S. District Court of Nebraska, where the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of
Justice filed the new lawsuit.
In it, the government alleges that Walthill violated federal law by imposing a substantial burden on the church’s
religious exercise without adequate justification and treated the church worse than comparable nonreligious
assemblies and institutions.
"Treating places of worship less favorably than nonreligious assemblies is unlawful discrimination against religious
exercise," said Assistant Attorney General Eric Dreiband of the Civil Rights Division. "The Department of Justice is
committed to ensuring that governments do not deny congregations their federally protected right to exercise
their faith through construction of places of worship."
Joe Kelly, U.S. Attorney for the District of Nebraska, said Walthill is "obligated to treat religious assemblies and
institutions on equal terms with nonreligious assemblies and institutions."
He said the complaint reflects a commitment to protect the religious liberties of all people in Nebraska.
Specifically, the complaint alleges that Sept. 13, 2017, the village denied Light of the World’s application for a
special-use permit to construct a church on property it owns in downtown Walthill. During the same period, the
village approved construction of a library and an education center.
The complaint alleges the denial of Light of the World’s application violates a provision of the Religious Land Use
and Institutionalized Persons Act, known as the “equal terms” provision, that requires religious assemblies to be
treated at least as well as nonreligious assemblies.
The lawsuit also alleges that Walthill's actions imposed a substantial burden on the church’s religious exercise in







violation of another provision of the act.
In June 2018, the Justice Department announced its Place to Worship Initiative, which focuses on provisions of
that act that protect the rights of places of worship and other religious institutions to worship on their land.
The Religious Liberty Task Force was formed a month later.
Omaha attorney Jason Grams said Thursday the Village of Walthill does not comment on pending litigation.
But in the lawsuit filed by the church, the village argued its permitting procedure didn't constitute a "substantial
burden" on the church to comply.
Even if the Religious Land Use Act applies, Lincoln attorney Jerry Pigsley wrote on behalf of the board, Walthill has
a compelling interest in protecting the governmental interest in public health and safety, and its actions were the
least-restrictive means of furthering that interest.
In the 2018 lawsuit filed by Light of the World, the church alleged that the village board was violating its First
Amendment rights of free speech and assembly by passing zoning laws designed to discriminate against the
church.
Light of the World, which on its website calls itself a Christian church with a diverse, multicultural congregation,
first applied for a building permit in December 2013, saying the converted funeral home it occupies at 214 Main
St. had become too crowded to accommodate the approximately 200 people who regularly attend worship
services and other events. The church had bought several dilapidated buildings across the street, with the
intention of demolishing them and building a new church.
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH Editorial: State, local officials must be prepared for new action on vaping by youths
 
Vaping-related lung injuries have now affected more than 2,600 Americans, with 59 deaths so far, federal health
officials report. Meanwhile, local school officials in Nebraska continue to express concern about the major
increase in vaping by students.
Nebraska officials last year rightly increased the vaping age to 19, and the federal government has now raised it to
21. State officials should be prepared for further action as conditions warrant. An interim study to compile
comprehensive information in preparation for the 2021 legislative session is a prudent option. State senators need
to be fully informed in order to make sound, careful decisions, given this issue’s complexities.
Among the policy options are penalties against underage users or retail sellers of the devices; bans on particular
types of the devices; and an outright ban on vaping in public indoor spaces
About 27.5% of high school and 10.5% of middle school students reported current use of e-cigarettes in 2019,
according to the Journal of the American Medical Association. That equates to about one in four U.S. high school
students, up from about one in 10 three years ago. Such findings are in line with testimony by local school officials
in Nebraska during legislative hearings.
Iowa lawmakers, too, are debating vaping issues. One proposal would outlaw vaping in all public places, including
restaurants and government buildings.
“The body of literature, as it stands right now, indicates there is a lot we don’t know about the effects of vaping in
general — including the effects of secondhand exposure,” said Dr. Caitlin Pedati, Iowa’s state medical director and
state epidemiologist. “There is quite a range of these devices in terms of how they are manufactured. And there’s
also quite a range in terms of the liquids you can put into them.”
Local school districts, too, face decisions on what steps are appropriate to address the problem. The Fairbury
Public Schools in southeast Nebraska, for example, now requires random nicotine testing of all students who
participate in extracurricular activities. Health officials warn about the addictive capability of nicotine-laden e-
cigarettes.
Vaping presents “a huge problem” for schools, says Stephen Grizzle, the school district’s superintendent. “We
want to provide a safe, substance-free school as best we can, and we’re just hoping that through the
implementation of the policy, that we’re helping students make the best decision.”
Nebraska officials at the state and local levels must be resolute in monitoring conditions, informing themselves
well to take new steps as conditions warrant in addressing this ongoing health challenge for young people.
 







OWH: No to discrimination
 
I disagree with Gov. Ricketts’ assessment that approving of LGBT protections would place additional burdens on
the state. It is the duty of the state to protect all citizens, and LGBT people have had more than their share of
discrimination.
Sexual orientation and gender identification are not conscious choices. Religion is a choice. It isn’t logical to
protect those who willfully discriminate. Bad religion discriminates, let’s stop supporting it.
Stanley Gocek, Blair, Neb.
 


LJS Editorial, 2/21: Sentencing reform key to easing crisis
 
On Tuesday, the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services took a small step toward addressing the state’s
prison overcrowding crisis by announcing it is seeking requests for information for the construction of a new 1,600
bed prison between Lincoln and Omaha.
In the next few weeks, the Nebraska Legislature can take another, more immediate and equally necessary step by
approving Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks’ LB131. The sentencing reform measure would require a minimum sentence
be no more than half the years of the maximum number of years. So, for example, if the maximum sentence is 20
years, the minimum could be no more than 10 years.
If passed, LB131 would allow offenders to become parole-eligible sooner, thereby reducing overcrowding year
after year with a far lower cost than the more than $200 million cost of building a new prison, much less the costs
for its staffing and operations.
Opposition to the bill has comes from those who believe that those convicted of manslaughter, aggravated
assault, burglary and sexual assault of a child should not be able to become parole eligible until a year or two
before the maximum sentence ends – concerns that could be addressed with amendments to the bill – and those
who claim that the guidelines would tie the hands of judges in sentencing.
But it is within the Legislature’s purview to make the sentencing change and require it of judges.
In many ways, the passage of LB131 is more important and effective as a measure to reduce the state’s prison
overcrowding than the new prison proposal.
The Corrections Department now faces a July 1 deadline to lower its inmate population to 140% of capacity and
has admitted it probably will fail to do so. That could lead to the immediate release of all parole-eligible prisoners.
Even if Corrections is able to reduce the population to the 140% capacity mandated by state law in the next year,
the prison population crisis will continue. And the state cannot wait the three to four years it would take, at a
minimum, to build a new prison before it takes substantial action to cut the number of inmates in the system.
There is, of course, a significant hang-up to the LB131 plan that’s created by the overcrowding it is intended to
address. Because the prisons are so full and the system faces staffing and overtime issues, there is little
 


LJS Local View: Abortion access vital to equality
 
As we enter a very important year for the future of reproductive rights and abortion access, it’s imperative that
we also recognize how political extremism puts women and their families at risk. Here in Nebraska, Gov. Pete
Ricketts has been working tirelessly to deny Nebraskans access to abortion care and take away control over their
personal medical decisions.
Just last year, Gov. Ricketts declared Nebraska a "pro-life state" and signed legislation requiring physicians to
inform patients that they could reverse their abortions after taking an abortion pill -- a dangerous claim not
backed by science that anti-abortionists have been pushing for years.
The state’s efforts don’t stop there. Legislators have even gone so far as to introduce a bill that would ban some
abortions altogether, imposing their own beliefs on other people’s decisions about their own health care and
destinies.
As a mother and nurse for more than 40 years, my commitment to ensuring that a woman’s right to abortion is
protected by the Constitution is both personal and professional.
I raised two sons in Nebraska as a single mom. Abortion wasn’t the right decision for me and my family, but it’s







clear to me that a person cannot have true civil rights without full control over when and if they have children.
Politicians have no business imposing their own personal views on our lives.
Still, elected officials in the state have been able to successfully impose these beliefs. In fact, 41% of Nebraska
women live in a county with no access to an abortion clinic.
As a healthcare professional and former member of the Nebraska State Board of Nursing, I understand the
negative health consequences of forcing women to carry a pregnancy to term against their will by denying them
the option of abortion.
Too often, women are forced to stay pregnant because they don’t have access to abortion care, are stigmatized or
shamed about their decisions or cannot afford the procedure. We also know that carrying an unwanted pregnancy
to term can lead to mental trauma and financial insecurity. In fact, most women who decide to have abortions cite
economic reasons for making that choice.
Two-thirds of women who have abortions are already mothers -- they are uniquely qualified to understand what it
means to have children. Rather than second guess women about basic decisions that impact their health,
economic futures and ability to provide for their existing children, we should trust women to make the right
choices for themselves and their families. Research shows most women who decide to have abortions do not
regret the decision.
Any elected official who claims to care about women, children and families must understand that abortion is
health care -- it is a fundamental part of civil rights for anyone who can get pregnant. Reproductive health affects
half our population.
Instead of working to make abortion care even more inaccessible like Gov. Ricketts is, our elected leaders should
keep politics out of our health care and ensure everyone has the power to make decisions about their own bodies
and their own futures.
Without real abortion access, true equity in our country is impossible. Abortion care is fundamental to our
equality and freedom. It is fundamental to our health and humanity. We won’t stand for our state to turn back the
clock on reproductive freedom.
Gov. Ricketts, Nebraskans deserve better than extremism and interference.
Susan Foster has lived in Lincoln since 1970. She retired last year but had worked as a licensed practical nurse since
1978.
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From: Pinkerman, Justin
To: Pinkerman, Justin
Cc: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 2-23-22
Date: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 8:40:07 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP


Eustis, NE


Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Feb 2022 6.56 -16.00 08:29
Corn Oct 2022 5.70 -35.00 08:29
Milo Feb 2022 6.67 -5.00 08:29
Milo Oct 2022 5.55 -50.00 08:29
Soybeans Feb 2022 15.80 -71.00 08:29
Soybeans Oct 2022 14.14 -65.00 08:29
Wheat Feb 2022 8.29 -55.00 08:29
Wheat Jul 2022 8.29 -60.00 08:29
 
 
TV and Radio
NCN: Mayor offers support to Ricketts' tax agenda
NCN: Nebraska would build canal 15 miles inside of Colorado
KETV: Nebraska State Patrol and Legislative panel to investigate Groene photos
WOWT: Nebraska State Patrol investigating State Sen. Groene
NTV: Nebraska lawmakers discuss resignation of Sen. Mike Groene
KLKN: NSP investigating former Sen. Mike Groene incident
NPM: Senators discuss harassment following Groene's resignation
KSNB: Nebraska’s delegation urging federal government for disaster declaration for December
storms
KMTV: GOP leaders pick Iowa governor for State of Union response
NPM: After Cutbacks, Nebraska Gamblers Assistance Program May Need Casino Gambling To Expand
 
Governor
OWH: State Patrol investigating allegations Sen. Mike Groene took inappropriate photos of staffer
LJS: Investigation into charges against former Sen. Groene opened by Legislature
AP: Female Nebraska lawmakers call for change amid photo probe
OWH: Nebraska's congressmen request federal aid for damage caused by December storms
LJS: City Hall: A generous contract for county corrections employees; city moves to find new water
source
 
Legislature
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OWH: Bonus pay for front-line nurses in Nebraska could be a morale booster
OWH: Lawmaker proposes grants for Nebraska schools that voluntarily drop Native American
mascots
Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska medical providers line up for slices of federal relief funds
Nebraska Examiner: Lawmakers decry handling of Groene case as State Patrol opens investigation
 
University
LJS: Fiji fraternity alleges it was targeted by UNL leaders for support of Trump
 
Coronavirus
Hastings Tribune: Health official: South Heartland on downhill side of latest COVID-19 surge
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: UNL economic indicator rises again in January
OWH: More brutal cold, a little snow ahead in Nebraska
 
Opinion
OWH Midlands Voices: Tailored education could reduce risks of cancer for Nebraskans
OWH Public Pulse


1. Nebraska law
2. Gun rights
3. Rotunda rules
4. Groene resignation


LJS Editorial, 2/23: Err on side of transparency in canal process
LJS Letters


1. Bill saves moms, money
2. Voters need more choices


 
National/Federal
OWH: Nebraska's members of Congress condemn Russia, criticize Biden's response to Ukraine
LJS: Sasse, Fortenberry doubt impact of U.S. sanctions against Russia
AP: National Guard to help DC control traffic for truck convoys
 


KSNB: Nebraska’s delegation urging federal government for disaster declaration for
December storms
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (KSNB) - Nebraska’s delegation sent a letter to President Joe Biden for Major
Disaster Declaration request for storms in December.
U.S. Senators Deb Fischer (R-Neb.) and Ben Sasse (R-Neb.) and Representatives Jeff Fortenberry (NE-
01), Don Bacon (NE-02), and Adrian Smith (NE-03) echoed support for Governor Pete Ricketts
request.
The request follows severe storms, winds, and tornadoes that hit communities across the state on
Dec. 15, 2021.
The counties highlighted in the request include: Adams, Buffalo, Burt, Cass, Cuming, Fillmore, Gage,
Hamilton, Harlan, Jefferson, Johnson, Kearney, Nemaha, Nuckolls, Otoe, Pawnee, Platte, Polk,
Richardson, Saline, Sarpy, Saunders, Thayer, Washington and Webster. Assistance is also requested







for Hazard Mitigation statewide.
Read the letter to President Biden below:
Dear Mr. President:
We write in strong support of Governor Pete Ricketts’s request for a Major Declaration of Disaster for
Public Assistance for Nebraska due to a period of unstable weather on December 15, 2021 for the
following counties: Adams, Buffalo, Burt, Cass, Cuming, Fillmore, Gage, Hamilton, Harlan, Jefferson,
Johnson, Kearney, Nemaha, Nuckolls, Otoe, Pawnee, Platte, Polk, Richardson, Saline, Sarpy, Saunders,
Thayer, Washington, and Webster. We also support the Governor’s request for Hazard Mitigation
statewide.
As a result of severe weather on December 15, later determined a derecho with wind damage
extending more than 250 miles, numerous cities in Nebraska, including Beatrice, Bradshaw,
Columbus, Fairbury, Geneva, Guide Rock, Syracuse, Tecumseh, Red Cloud, and Wymore, experienced
damage to electrical distribution infrastructure, primarily to power poles and electrical lines, which
left approximately 34,000 customers across the state without power. The high winds and ensuing
weather also caused extensive damage to agriculture, including to center pivot irrigation systems,
augers, and livestock, and the resulting losses are among the largest caused by a December storm in
over 130 years. A preliminary damage assessment has estimated costs totaling $6,791,680.
This event comes after Nebraska suffered another federally declared disaster during the past 12
months, and while the state and small rural communities are still recovering from the largest disaster
in our state’s history, DR-4420, in March 2019. We ask that the federal government once again join in
our state’s recovery efforts and ensure prompt evaluation of this request. Our offices stand ready and
willing to assist in any way possible.
 


KMTV: GOP leaders pick Iowa governor for State of Union response
 
WASHINGTON (AP AND KMTV)) — Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds will deliver the Republican response to
President Joe Biden's State of the Union address on March 1. GOP congressional leaders made the
announcement Tuesday.
Reynolds is being praised by Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell as fighting COVID "without
forgetting common sense" by protecting Iowans' health and their rights at the same time. House
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy says "disastrous decision-making in Washington" has been offset by
real leadership in states across the country, and cited Iowa as an example.
"Governor Reynolds is a phenomenal choice to tell the story of all that can be accomplished at the
state level. She led Iowa’s balanced response to the pandemic and fights every day to lower taxes for
hard-working Iowans and provide parents more choice in their children’s education," said co-chair of
the Republican Governors Association, Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts in a statement.
Reynolds is the 43rd governor of Iowa and has served since May of 2017.
 


OWH: State Patrol investigating allegations Sen. Mike Groene took inappropriate photos
of staffer
 
LINCOLN — The Nebraska State Patrol opened an investigation into the conduct of North Platte
State Sen. Mike Groene on Tuesday, while legislative leaders outlined the next steps in the
Legislature’s investigation.
Groene officially resigned from the Legislature on Monday after it surfaced that he took photos of a
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former female staff member without her knowledge.
Nebraska State Patrol spokesman Cody Thomas confirmed in an email Tuesday that the patrol
opened an investigation into the matter after consulting with the Nebraska Attorney General’s
Office.
“Once complete, the findings will be delivered to the Attorney General,” Thomas wrote.
The confirmation came as female lawmakers, including members of both parties, took to the
legislative floor to talk about the prevalence of sexual harassment and to call for a better internal
system for handling allegations of workplace and sexual harassment.
Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango, chairman of the Legislature’s Executive Board, started off the day by
sharing information about the legislative investigation, which is separate from the State Patrol’s
undertaking.
Hughes said he initially sought to resolve the complaint through an informal process provided for in
legislative policy. He said the staffer who filed the complaint informed him Friday afternoon that the
informal resolution was not agreeable.
In response, Hughes said he had contacted three lawmakers — Sens. John Arch of La Vista, Tom
Briese of Albion and Anna Wishart of Lincoln — to start a formal probe of the situation. The three
were among six members of a special personnel panel named last year to be available for such
situations.
Hughes said members of the panel met Tuesday morning to begin their work. They will hire an
outside investigator and will be provided “whatever resources they need.”
He said he has asked them to prepare a report when finished that can be shared with the public and
the Legislature. They also will refer any evidence of potential criminal activity to the attorney
general. If appropriate, he said the panel could also give recommendations to improve the
Legislature’s policy.
“This formal investigation will be thorough, prompt, will continue to protect the complainant’s rights
while also ensuring that the Legislature, and the public, has confidence in our process,” Hughes said.
Groene, a two-term lawmaker who gained a reputation for being a rough-edged conservative,
officially resigned at the end of the day Monday in the wake of a controversy that emerged Friday.
Nebraska Sunrise News, a recently launched news website whose leadership includes Sen. Suzanne
Geist of Lincoln, was the first to report the allegations against Groene.
The staffer who was photographed, Kristina Konecko, discovered the photos of herself on Groene’s
laptop in the course of her work. (Konecko has asked The World-Herald to use her name in its
reporting.)
The report said the photos appeared to have been taken by Groene, then sent with “email captions
of a sexual nature.” It said that the emails were described as “objectifying and demeaning” and that
some were zoomed-in photos of “provocative body parts.”
Konecko said details regarding the photos are accurate, except she did not see that the photos were
sent to others.
Groene previously told The World-Herald that he took photos of the staffer but didn’t send them to
other people. He also said that he took full-length photos but did not zoom in, and that the staffer
was not in “compromising positions.”
In text messages Tuesday, Groene told The World-Herald that he regretted his “insensitive
indiscretion” but did not break the law. He said the matter is over as far as he is concerned.
“It was private information on my personal accounts. I never shared anything involving this issue. My
privacy was invaded (by) another individual,” he wrote. “I did exactly as the Executive committee







requested.”
He said he has apologized and admitted he broke the Legislature’s rules, and that he resigned “for
those reasons and to spare my family and colleagues an embarrassing circus.”
“Looks like I have failed in that effort,” he wrote.
On Tuesday, Hughes addressed the alleged sharing of the photos. He said legislative information
technology staff had searched Groene’s laptop, including his emails and hard drive and his cellphone
as part of the informal resolution process.
Hughes said he was not aware of any evidence that Groene sent the pictures to any third party or
that any other senator or staff were involved in, shared or received the pictures.
In response to a point of speculation, Hughes said he does not know of any evidence that any
senator or any staff member had attempted to discourage the staffer from exercising her rights. He
said his own communications with her were done with Janice Satra, the legal counsel for the
Executive Board, present.
Hughes said that additional action would be taken if any other senators or staff are found to have
been involved with the incident or to have tried to discourage Konecko from pursuing her complaint.
Groene’s conduct has commanded the attention of his now-former colleagues since the allegations
became public.
On Saturday, Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha called for a formal investigation of Groene’s behavior. In a
letter to the Attorney General’s Office and law enforcement, Hunt flagged potential areas of criminal
wrongdoing based on media reports of the allegations.
In addition, Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln on Monday released a statement voicing concern
about the Legislature’s processes for dealing with workplace harassment.
Both were among the female lawmakers who stood up Tuesday morning to talk about their
experiences with sexual harassment, its impact on women and the need for a better system to
handle those cases when they arise.
Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha started off the discussion by asking for a “call of the house,” a
motion that requires all senators to return to their seats.
“I did a call of the house to say to the men in this body they need to listen,” she said.
Cavanaugh said Konecko “turned the tables on the power dynamic of this institution” by going to the
press with her allegations and creating consequences for Groene. She argued leadership has failed,
going so far as saying she’d impeach Hughes and Sen. Mike Hilgers, speaker of the Legislature, if she
could.
“When the Legislature won’t hold one of its own men accountable for this abuse of power against a
subordinate woman, how are we, as women, ever supposed to believe that the body has our best
best interest in mind when they’re discussing legislation that affects us?” Cavanaugh said.
Lawmakers pointed to a need for reform.
“Sen. Groene is just a mirror of what’s been systemic,” said Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue. Blood said
people feel their voices aren’t heard when they make complaints, and said she thinks the Legislature
can do better.
Hunt urged the body to examine the institution and improve it.
“Colleagues, can we have the strength to turn and look at the system and the institution and what
has happened here to create a fertile ground for problems like this to occur?” she said. “The
institution is this way because people make choices for it to be this way.”Several legislators,
including Cavanaugh and Sens. Wendy DeBoer of Bennington, Julie Slama of Sterling and Jen Day of
Omaha, shared their own experiences with sexual harassment and assault.
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“There’s an outsized effect when someone you trust breaks your trust,” DeBoer said. “Especially
when it’s in an egregious way, especially when you don’t expect it. Then, suddenly, you’re going
through the world, you’re having to do the work — through no fault of your own, nothing you did —
of having to rebuild that trust so you can, in my case, take a cab again. The next cab driver won’t
attack you, or your next boss won’t, or your next colleague won’t.”
Slama, Pansing Brooks and others called for the creation of a legislative ethics panel. Former Sen.
John Kuehn of Heartwell introduced a bill in 2018 to create an ethics board. At the time, Kuehn said
existing policies gave too much discretion to the chair of the Executive Board to decide how ethical
lapses or harassment complaints are handled. The bill generated discussion, but didn’t advance.
An independent ethics committee, Slama said, “would’ve saved us from the convoluted process we
currently have.”
“To any female working in this building: Just know I stand with you as an ally in the fight against
sexual harassment,” Slama said. “I’m all in. Let’s fix this policy with the framework proposed by
Senator Kuehn, with an ethics committee.”
As female legislators from across the political spectrum spoke, Pansing Brooks said this is not a
partisan discussion, urging the Legislature to have those most directly affected by sexual harassment
lead on the issue.
“We need a conversation but, above all, we need action,” Hunt said.
Gov. Pete Ricketts is tasked with appointing a person to serve the remainder of Groene’s term. On
Tuesday he interviewed a handful of candidates for the seat, a spokesperson confirmed. The
governor has said he intends to fill the seat quickly.
By Sara Gentzler and Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Investigation into charges against former Sen. Groene opened by Legislature
 
The Legislature has launched a formal investigation into a workplace sexual harassment complaint
lodged against former state Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte who abruptly resigned over the
weekend in the wake of allegations by a female member of his staff.
At the same time, Attorney General Doug Peterson informed Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha that "we
will begin our review of the matter" in a response to her request for an investigation of what
transpired. 
Hunt requested such a probe in a letter to the attorney general and the Nebraska State Patrol. 
Groene is accused of taking photos of the staff member without her knowledge and then distributing
them in private communications accompanied by allegedly inappropriate remarks. 
Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango, chairman of the Legislature's Executive Board, informed his colleagues
that he has named Sens. Anna Wishart of Lincoln,  John Arch of LaVista and Tom Briese of Albion to
launch a formal investigation and hire an outside investigator to conduct an official legislative probe.
"I am aware of no evidence that any other senator or staff were involved in, shared or received
pictures from Sen. Groene," Hughes told members of the Legislature. 
"Legislative IT staff searched Sen. Groene's laptop and his personal cellphone, including his e-mails
and hard drives. They discovered no evidence that Sen. Groene sent pictures to any third party, and
not to any senator or staff," he said.
In text messages Tuesday, Groene told the Omaha World-Herald that he regretted his "insensitive
indiscretion" but did not break the law. He said the matter is over as far as he is concerned.
"It was private information on my personal accounts. I never shared anything involving this issue. My







privacy was invaded (by) another individual," he wrote. "I did exactly as the executive committee
requested."
He said he has apologized and admitted he broke the Legislature’s rules, and that he resigned “for
those reasons and to spare my family and colleagues an embarrassing circus.”
“Looks like I have failed in that effort,” he wrote.
The uproar over the fast-moving weekend disclosure that prompted Groene's abrupt resignation
occupied the Legislature's morning session Tuesday with a number of female senators challenging
their male colleagues to deal with the reality of sexual harassment and discrimination which they
said they have confronted throughout their lives and during incidents within the Legislature.
"You need to listen to us," Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha said after filing a legislative motion
that required all senators to return to the floor of the Legislature if they were not already there to
hear what they had to say.
The ensuing discussion then consisted almost solely of remarks by the Legislature's female senators
directed at their male colleagues as well as all American males.
"We minimize these things so often," Sen. Wendy DeBoer of Bennington said.
"It happens to so many of us," Sen. Jen Day of Omaha said.
"You can do better," Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue said.  
"We need an outside formal investigation," Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln declared. 
"I stand with you as an ally," Sen. Julie Slama of Sterling, who often is in disagreement with many of
her female colleagues, said. "I'm all in."
Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha was the only male senator other than Hughes to participate in the
debate. 
"I'm committed to address this," he said. "It's not just Groene's actions; it's the culture."
Hughes said the three-member committee he has appointed will prepare a report following its
investigation that will be shared with the public as well as the Legislature.
"I want to stress that if the panel uncovers evidence of any potential criminal activity, that
information will be referred to the attorney general for appropriate action," he said.
"Further, while the information to date has shown that Sen. Groene acted alone, and that no other
senators or staff were aware of his actions, if the formal investigation uncovers that more individuals
were involved, or were aware and did nothing, appropriate action will be taken."
Hughes told his colleagues that he is aware of "no evidence that any senator, whether on the
Executive Board, or otherwise, or any staff, discouraged the complainant from exercising her rights."
Gov. Pete Ricketts will appoint a replacement to serve out the rest of Groene’s term.
By Don Walton
 


AP: Female Nebraska lawmakers call for change amid photo probe
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Several female Nebraska state lawmakers on Tuesday railed against the
Legislature’s handling of a male state senator who resigned after admitting that he took photos of a
female subordinate without her consent, calling for an overhaul of their internal policies and
recounting their own experiences of being groped, harassed and belittled.
The push by half a dozen female lawmakers from both parties in the officially unicameral Legislature
came less than a day after state Sen. Mike Groene, of North Platte, abruptly stepped down and
abandoned his campaign to be a University of Nebraska Regent.
Groene, a blunt and often abrasive Republican lawmaker, acknowledged Friday that he took photos
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of the legislative staffer in his office. But he said none of the images were sexual in nature and that
he also snapped pictures of other staffers and office visitors, including his wife.
The former staffer, Kristina Konecko, filed a complaint with the Legislature’s Executive Board in
which she described the photos as “objectifying and demeaning.” She said some included zoomed-in
close-ups of provocative body parts with explicit subject lines — an allegation Groene has denied.
Konecko, who consented to have her name used, told The Associated Press that no one pressured
her to come forward with the complaint against Groene or tried to stop her. She declined to
comment further on her allegations, citing an investigation launched by lawmakers.
The female lawmakers said Tuesday that the Legislature’s method of handling such complaints isn’t
adequate. Several called for the creation of a legislative ethics committee, which was an idea that
was briefly floated after another former Republican lawmaker, state Sen. Bill Kintner, acknowledged
that he had cybersex with a woman using his state-issued laptop.
State Sen. Wendy DeBoer, of Bennington, said she had an encounter years ago that led her to
question herself and affected how she interacted with others. DeBoer said she became wary around
other men and would ask herself if it was OK to wear certain colors of clothing.
“If you haven’t had something like this happen to you, you may not understand the gravity of the
situation,” she said, at times fighting back tears. “It may seem like too much fuss is being made. It
happened to me years ago, and your basic trust level of the world is disrupted.”
State Sen. Julie Slama, of Sterling, recalled how she was groped at a political event but buried her
feelings because she had experienced worse trauma in college. She noted that she has also received
rape and death threats while serving in the Legislature.
“Our policies definitely don’t protect staff and they don’t protect female senators,” said Slama, a
Republican. “As a young female, you worry that it’s going to be the thing that defines you.”
And state Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh, of Omaha, shared a story about her time as a congressional
staffer in Washington when she was 22. She said she once got on an elevator with a male senator
who was not her boss, and the senator groped her in front of his staffer. Cavanugh said she was later
told, “You don’t get on an elevator with him.”
“I would hope this (Legislature) would be better than that,” Canvaugh said. “We aren’t there yet.”
State Sen. Megan Hunt accused Groene of victim-blaming, pointing to his comments to reporters
that Konecko was “kind of a strait-laced person” and that he hadn’t meant to offend her.
“This incident is another routine, typical and all-too-common situation of a younger woman
experiencing boorish, inappropriate, unwanted behavior from a male superior in power,” said Hunt,
of Omaha, who has asked Attorney General Doug Peterson and the Nebraska State Patrol to
investigate the alleged incident.
State Sen. Carol Blood, of Bellevue, said the Legislature’s current practices for investigating
harassment claims reminded her “of what I experienced in the workforce in the 1970s,” when
allegations were often brushed aside.
“We’ve never really caught up to this decade,” Blood said. “When we have concerns and sometimes
complaints, the response is usually, ‘Well, that’s just how the person is.’”
The Legislature’s current workforce harassment policy begins with the chairman of the Executive
Board meeting with the accuser and the accused to try to reach an informal, confidential agreement.
If that option fails, the accuser has the right to seek a formal investigation. Informal investigations
are kept confidential to try to protect accusers who may wish to keep the matter private.
Sen. Dan Hughes, the Executive Board chairman, said he followed that process and contacted three
state lawmakers who will conduct an investigation with help from an outside consultant.
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The panel members are state Sens. John Arch, a La Vista Republican; Tom Briese, an Albion
Republican; and Anna Wishart, a Lincoln Democrat.
Hughes said the investigation will be “thorough, prompt” and is designed to protect the accuser’s
rights and ensure public confidence in the process. He said he has asked the panel to prepare a
report that will be released publicly, and any evidence of criminal behavior will be given to the
attorney general. The panel may also recommended changes to the Legislature’s harassment policy.
“While we all hope that nothing like this happens again, it is our responsibility to find ways to
improve our policies,” Hughes said.
Hughes, a Republican, also said he hadn’t seen any evidence to suggest that Groene had shared his
photos with anyone else. He said legislative technology staffers searched Groene’s laptop and
personal cellphone, including his emails and hard drives, and found no evidence that Groene
forwarded the images.
Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts said Monday that he plans to appoint Groene’s replacement soon.
Groene represents a swath of western Nebraska that includes the city of North Platte.
By Grant Schulte
 


OWH: Nebraska's congressmen request federal aid for damage caused by December
storms
 
Nebraska sustained at least $6.79 million in damage to public infrastructure in December's
unprecedented storms, according to an appeal by the state's congressional delegation to President
Joe Biden.
Nebraska's senators and representatives wrote Biden in support of a request by Gov. Pete Ricketts
seeking federal disaster aid.
The state experienced a record number of December tornadoes and its first-ever winter derecho on
Dec. 15. A derecho is a series of long-lived straight-line winds.
Much of the damage to public infrastructure was to the electrical grid. According to the delegation's
letter, 34,000 electric utility customers lost power, including in Beatrice, Bradshaw, Columbus,
Fairbury, Geneva, Guide Rock, Syracuse, Tecumseh, Red Cloud and Wymore.
The federal aid request is for the following counties: Adams, Buffalo, Burt, Cass, Cuming, Fillmore,
Gage, Hamilton, Harlan, Jefferson, Johnson, Kearney, Nemaha, Nuckolls, Otoe, Pawnee, Platte, Polk,
Richardson, Saline, Sarpy, Saunders, Thayer, Washington and Webster.
Writing in support of Ricketts were Sens. Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse and Reps. Jeff Fortenberry, Don
Bacon and Adrian Smith.
The storms also caused the state's largest ag insurer its most December agricultural damage on
record. Affected were center pivot irrigation systems, augers and livestock.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


LJS: City Hall: A generous contract for county corrections employees; city moves to find
new water source
 
Call it the trickle-down effect.
Months after the state agreed to generous raises for its corrections staff, Lancaster County
correctional officers will get a similar bump in wages as part of a three-year contract approved
Tuesday by the Lancaster County Board.







County Board Chairwoman Deb Schorr said the state’s new contract influenced negotiations with the
union representing county correctional officers, extending negotiations that typically are done by
summer.
“Everyone is having a hard time recruiting people,” Schorr said. “We not only wanted to continue to
recruit people to work at the correctional facility but to retain them.”
The result: a generous contract that Corrections Director Brad Johnson said will make Lancaster
County corrections officers the highest-paid county corrections officers in the state.
The three-year contract will raise starting wages from $21.43 an hour to $27 an hour, or $56,160
annually. The top step of the pay scale will be $32.26 per hour ($67,100 annually), up from $30.11.
Additionally, officers are guaranteed a 3% raise in August 2022 and in August 2023. The contract will
be retroactive to August 2021 for current employees.
In November, Gov. Pete Ricketts announced an agreement that increased starting wages for state
corrections corporals and prison caseworkers from $20 an hour to $28 an hour. Sergeants got a
bump from $24 an hour to $32 an hour, plus some incentives.
The agreement addressed what has been a growing staffing crisis at state corrections, and within a
week after the deal was announced the department received more than 70 applications, according
to union officials.
Johnson said Lancaster County hasn’t lost any employees to state corrections, though county
corrections has suffered some staffing shortages in the last 12-18 months.
“It’s been exacerbated by the pandemic and a record-setting unemployment rate in Lincoln,” he
said.
County corrections can be staffed with 147 officers, Johnson said.
“Today I could hire 25.”
Part of his motivation in negotiations, he said, was to help find qualified applicants to fill positions
and normalize schedules.
“I would say that this pay scale better reflects the professionalism and dedication that our
correctional officers exhibit,” Johnson said.
While Lancaster County hasn’t lost correctional officers, Schorr said she’s talked to other managers
in state government who have seen employees leave to work for corrections.
“The work they’ve done to solve their staffing problems are impacting other staffing entities,” she
said.
Searching for water
Lincoln’s search for a second water source is about to take a big step forward.
The city has issued a request for proposals for engineering firms to complete the first phase of a
two-phase plan to find and acquire a source for an additional water supply for the Capital City.
“To me it’s a big step, because it points us in the direction we will be going in the next four years,”
said Donna Garden, assistant director of Lincoln Transportation and Utilities. Ultimately, she said, it
will lead to a second source of water that will impact Lincoln for many years.
But Garden says this is important for residents to understand: Lincoln’s current water supply is
adequate and safe for another 20-25 years, if not longer.
So this is a beginning, a start to a process that will likely take 25 years to complete.
There are a couple of things that make now a good time to start: the availability of millions in
American Rescue Plan Act dollars and the possibility of securing funds from the recently-passed
federal infrastructure bill.
Lincoln Transportation and Utilities Director Liz Elliott testified last week in support of LB1081, a bill







introduced by Lincoln Sen. Eliot Bostar, which would appropriate $200 million in federal stimulus
money to help fund the Capital City’s efforts.
Elliott told the Legislature’s Natural Resources Committee last week that the 2019 floods — which
knocked out power to Lincoln’s well fields near Ashland — prompted the city to accelerate its efforts
to secure a second water source.
But, really, the process began back with a master plan completed in 2014 that recommended the
city find a second water source.
The request for proposals begins the search for an engineering firm to start that process: to identify
an alternative water source by January 2023, then complete any studies necessary to validate a
number of technical issues related to the source within the following two years.
There are no costs associated with the request for proposals — those will be determined later. And
the RFP says the process is intended to be “highly visible to the community” through a consortium of
city administration and staff, consultants and other stakeholders that will provide input and make
recommendations.
So far, the city has identified two possibilities: a link to the Metropolitan Utilities District’s
connection to the Missouri River, and building a direct connection to the Missouri River.
Garden said other possibilities can be considered.
The cost to acquire and develop a new water source could be as much as $800 million. 
Firms can present proposals to the city until March 16.
By Margaret Reist
 


OWH: Bonus pay for front-line nurses in Nebraska could be a morale booster
 
LINCOLN — There are moments that will always haunt Kaitlin Rogge after two years of watching
COVID-19 take its toll on the patients in her intensive care unit.
She can close her eyes and see the man struggle to breathe. Hear the alarm going off at the nurses
station and the helplessness in her voice as she called other staff to his room. Feel the tears welling
up as the pulmonologist tells the man he is dying.
“The panic in his eyes is forever engrained in my memory,” the Lincoln nurse told lawmakers. “It’s
heartbreaking to watch someone suffer and know there’s nothing we can do to help them.”
Rogge and other nurses relayed stories from the front line of the pandemic Tuesday in support of a
bill that would provide bonus payments to an estimated 20,000 Nebraska nurses.
Legislative Bill 1055, introduced by State Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha, would allocate $50 million
of federal pandemic recovery funds for the payments. Nebraska is in line to get $1.04 billion through
the American Rescue Plan Act.
The bill would provide one-time payments to nurses who provide direct care for patients in hospitals
and federally qualified health centers, such as the OneWorld Community Health Centers and Charles
Drew Health Center in Omaha.
The size of the payments would depend on the number of nurses in that category. McDonnell
estimated they would be about $2,000 each. The bill limits payments to a $5,000 maximum.
McDonnell called the payments “minimal” but said they would be a way to express the state’s
appreciation to nurses. He also said he hoped they would encourage nurses to stick with the
profession, despite the stresses.
“I don’t think it’s enough,” he said. “I don’t know if there is enough for what they’ve done, what
they’ve sacrificed and what they continue to do.”







Kari Wade, president of the Nebraska Nurses Association, said the payments would represent a
much-needed morale boost for nurses, who have shown “ceaseless devotion” to their work as the
pandemic reaches its 100th week.
“They are exhausted emotionally, mentally and physically,” she said.
Linda Stones, testifying for the Nebraska Board of Nursing, said the pandemic has worsened an
anticipated shortage of nurses in the state. She said the number of nurses renewing their licenses
last year dropped for the first time in 20 years, with 2,600 nurses opting against renewal.
Some of those leaving the profession had been nearing retirement already, but others left because
of the stress created by the pandemic.
No opponents appeared to speak against LB 1055. The Appropriations Committee will consider it
along with numerous other proposals for ARPA money.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Lawmaker proposes grants for Nebraska schools that voluntarily drop Native
American mascots
 
Public schools that voluntarily dump their Native American mascots would be eligible for grants of
up to $200,000 under a bill proposed in the Nebraska Legislature.
The money would help offset the costs of discontinuing the mascots, removing an excuse school
officials sometimes give for not ending them, the bill’s sponsor said Tuesday.
“We’re not telling any school that they have to change their longstanding mascots, if they’re truly
averse to that,” State Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha told members of the Education Committee. “But
for those schools that do realize that their mascots are hurtful and wish to change them, but may
not have the resources to do so, the state is offering them the funds.”
Legislative Bill 1027 comes before the committee amid a national push to eliminate offensive
mascots.
Earlier this month, the naming saga of the NFL team formerly known as the Washington Redskins
reached an apparent conclusion as the team unveiled its new name, the Commanders.
Those pushing for further change hope that such decisions in pro sports will motivate change in the
schools that continue to embrace Native American mascots.
Twenty-two Nebraska schools have Native American mascots, according to the Nebraska
Department of Education — such names as warriors, braves and chieftains. If each school got the
maximum amount of the grant, the cost to the state would be $4.4 million.
Hunt said the bill is not about shaming or telling schools how racist they are.
“It’s about growing, and it’s about giving the institutions the opportunity to correct their wrongs,
which frankly, realistically, let’s be honest, in 2022 cost money,” she said.
When pushed by critics to make changes, school officials have sometimes pointed to the cost of
replacing gymnasium floors, scoreboards, signs, uniforms, gear, letterhead and other items bearing
school logos.
Judi gaiashkibos, executive director of the Nebraska Commission on Indian Affairs, testified that she
supports the bill as “a first step.”
If the incentive didn’t move districts to change their mascots, lawmakers should then revisit the
issue, gaiashkibos said.
“I think it’s time for our state to walk the talk and take action,” she said. “And this bill isn’t the ideal
solution, but at the end of a certain time frame, I would hope that if the 22 schools don’t agree to







this, then you revisit.”
Committee member Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln said she liked the bill’s approach.
“It would be a lot better if we just say ‘quit doing it,’ but I do think it’s a good idea, because it’s
taking away the excuse” of the cost, she said.
Several members of Nebraska tribes testified how mascots create negative stereotypes, diminish the
self-esteem and aspirations of Native students, and encourage racism among non-Native students.
Such imagery has “real world consequences,” said Darren Wolfe, a member of the Omaha Tribe of
Nebraska.
Instead of honoring Native people, mascots stereotype them as primitive, aggressive savages, Wolfe
said.
“It basically gives license to schools who dress up to play Indian and mock Native song and dance,”
he said.
By Joe Dejka
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska medical providers line up for slices of federal relief funds
 
Nebraska’s nurses, nursing homes, assisted living centers, behavioral health providers, medical
clinics, rural care providers and people serving those with developmental disabilities all are seeking
funding boosts,  a legislative committee heard Tuesday.
Combined, those seven bills seek to spend $294.5 million in federal American Rescue Plan Act funds
if all were approved. The Appropriations Committee, which sets the Legislature’s spending priorities,
heard how those funds could help ease staffing and funding challenges facing parts of Nebraska’s
health care system. 
Recruiting, retention
Legislative Bill 996, proposed by State Sen. Myron Dorn of Adams, would target $5.5 million in
federal relief funds to help staff recruiting and retention at Nebraska’s assisted living facilities. It
would also pay for masks and other personal protective equipment and COVID-19 testing.
Jeff Fritz, executive director of a combined assisted living and nursing home facility in Adams, said
the pandemic is far from over for staff at Gold Crest Retirement Center. The center employs about
95 people to help 20 assisted living residents and 40 nursing home residents.
Gold Crest recently had its worst week of positive COVID-19 tests since the start of the pandemic,
Fritz testified. Five residents tested positive. Thankfully, he said, all were vaccinated and boosted,
and they’re doing OK.
But every positive test means staff members have to add gowns, goggles and gloves to their
protective equipment, he said. They must deliver food and beverages in disposable containers. And
staff have to be tested more often. The costs add up quickly, he explained. 
“Assisted livings are receiving a lot of increased costs due to the pandemic,” Fritz said. 
He said LB 996 would provide $400 for every qualifying assisted living bed in the state, helping more
assisted living facilities hold onto the workers who help care for the  elderly.
Bonuses, ‘front-line’ nurses
LB 1055, proposed by Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha, would spend $50 million in federal relief
funds for hospitals and federally qualified medical providers to offer bonuses and higher pay to
“front-line” nurses caring for patients. About 20,000 of Nebraska’s nurses could receive about
$2,000 each under the proposal.
Virginia Wolking, a nurse in the medical-surgical unit at Children’s Hospital & Medical Center in







Omaha, said many of the nurses working with patients during the pandemic could use the gesture of
goodwill. Many have spent months stressed about the health of their patients and the safety of their
families. 
Children’s, for example, has had trouble replacing 60% of the nurses it lost in 2021, she said. Like
many hospital systems across the state, they’ve had to fill in with contracted nurses, also known as
traveling nurses. That means local hospitals, like others nationally, are competing for a smaller pool
of health care workers who are in high demand, she said.
“When we nurses are stretched so thin and do not have time to ease a parent’s fears or make a child
laugh, that takes away from the art of nursing and what we enjoy most about our work,” she said.
Many of the nurses who testified Tuesday spoke about the mental strain of caring for so many sick
patients, including Linda Stones, a member of the Nebraska Board of Nursing. That’s partly why
Nebraska saw its first decline in 20 years in the number of nurses, she said. 
Since the start of the pandemic, the state has lost about 2,600 nurses, or 9.5% of its nursing
workforce, she testified. Nearly 1,000 more nurses in the state told researchers they might leave the
field over the next year, she said.
“We know that monetary (compensation) doesn’t always retain nurses,” she said. “But appreciation
is one of the strongest forms of influence for our employee retention.” 
Nursing home pay
LB 1089, proposed by Sen. John Stinner of Gering, would set aside $60 million in federal relief funds
to help nursing homes boost pay for direct-care employees. It would use $45 million of those funds
on Medicaid beds at all nursing homes statewide and would concentrate $15 million on the nursing
homes with the most residents in rooms funded by Medicaid.
Jalene Carpenter, president and CEO of the Nebraska Healthcare Association, said her group’s 190
nonprofit nursing homes in Nebraska need the money to help hold onto staff. Nursing homes were
having to pay more to hire and retain staff before the pandemic. COVID-19 made things worse, she
said.
The bill would provide retention bonuses for certified nursing assistants, medication aides, nurses,
housekeeping and laundry staff, all of whom help keep patients healthy, she said.
Kari Wockenfuss, administrator of the Louisville Care Center, which offers 61 nursing home beds and
26 assisted living beds in Louisville, Nebraska, said facilities like hers need help to compete with
larger hospital systems and jobs in other states. They’re hiring costlier traveling nurses to fill in.
They would use the funding for bonuses to staff who pick up extra shifts, scholarships for staff and
help with licensing.
“I think that that would bring other people that have been, that would like to come to long-term
care instead of maybe the hospital,” Wockenfuss said. “Some of my nurses, they didn’t want to
leave, but the money was there.”
Rural care providers
LB 1269, proposed by Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil, would earmark $10 million in federal relief
funds to help medical professionals working in rural areas to repay more of their student loans. It
would do so under the Rural Health Systems and Professional Incentive Act.
This bill would boost funding of an existing student loan repayment program administered by the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services that pays off educational costs if doctors and
other medical professionals agree to practice in a rural area for three or four years. 
The program is open to doctors, physicians assistants, nurse practitioners, dentists, pharmacists,
occupational therapists, physical therapists, psychologists and more.







Murman said the program has had a wait list in recent years, so the Legislature boosted funding.
These federal funds would give rural areas more medical professionals who want to work and live in
their communities.
“Currently it is my understanding that there are approximately 200 providers in the program,” he
said. “This funding would accommodate approximately a thousand providers, making a huge
immediate impact in rural health care.” 
Neediest patients
LB 1183, proposed by Sen. Ray Aguilar of Grand Island, would create $25 million in grants for the
outpatient community clinics that serve Nebraska’s neediest patients, without regard to whether
they can afford the care they need. The grants would be used on clinic-related construction projects.
Kenny McMorris, CEO of the Charles Drew Health Center in North Omaha, said the money would
allow his center to build additional space and address more mental health needs, including more
treatment for people battling substance abuse.
Statewide, he said, the bill would inject $40 million a year in economic inpact into local economies
each year, boost local public health and create more than 400 high-paying jobs. It would add primary
care, clinics, nurses, doctors, dentists, behavioral health professionals and support staff. 
“This will give us an opportunity to have some bricks and mortar build additional locations that
allows us to be able to do more,” McMorris said. 
Rural mental health
LB 1066, proposed by Sen. John Stinner of Gering, would aim $5 million in federal money at grants
for adding new mental health beds in rural Nebraska and $28 million at the University of Nebraska’s
Behavioral Health Education Center to create a new internship program, add online mental health
services and more.  
Dr. Marley Doyle, a psychiatrist who directs the Behavioral Health Education Center of Nebraska at
the University of Nebraska, testified in her private capacity about the importance of the state
continuing to invest in the behavioral health workforce. She called it essential, regardless of the
pandemic.
But she said the pandemic has negatively affected many people’s mental health. She cited an
October 2021 survey that found about a third of Nebraskans saying they were depressed or anxious. 
“There’s a dire need for behavioral health professionals in our state,” she said. “With the pandemic,
we’ve seen an increased demand for services, so it’s just exacerbated the shortage that we already
had.”
Doyle said the combination of the internship program and increased telehealth services for mental
health would help make more mental health care accessible in more parts of Nebraska.
Developmental disability providers
LB 1172, proposed by Sen. Robert Hilkemann of Omaha, would earmark $111 million in federal relief
funds, or $37 million a year for three years, to help DHHS pay more to providers who serve people
with developmental disabilities and would help offset COVID-19-related losses and cost increases. 
Hilkemann said people who got sick and were quarantined didn’t receive services, and fewer people
sought services out of fear of getting their loved ones getting sick. He said the money should help
make providers whole and help them pay staff more.
Leslie Bishop Hartung of the Autism Center of Nebraska said many service providers like hers, which
employs 144 people, are unable to fill more than a third of their open positions because of funding
challenges tied to reimbursement rates and competition for workers.
“We have staffs that are working 100 hours each week, and this is simply not sustainable,” she said.







“Providing quality care and supports to persons with autism and other intellectual and
developmental disabilities can be exhausting, physically and emotionally.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Nebraska Examiner: Lawmakers decry handling of Groene case as State Patrol opens
investigation
 
LINCOLN — Voices rose and painful stories were recounted Tuesday morning as senators debated
whether the allegations of inappropriate conduct by now-former State Sen. Mike Groene were
handled appropriately in the State Legislature.
The Nebraska State Patrol also announced that it was opening an investigation into whether any
laws were broken when Groene, 66, of North Platte, took photographs of a former aide, who
described them as “objectifying and demeaning.”
Speaking on the floor of the Legislature, State Sen. Dan Hughes, chairman of the Legislature’s
Executive Board, which handles such complaints, said he had followed existing procedures in first
seeking an “informal resolution” of complaints by a legislative staffer against Groene. He said he was
also required to keep the issue confidential.
Informal resolution rejected
The aide, Kristina Konecko, decided Friday that the informal resolution was not sufficient, Hughes
said, so, as his her choice, she asked for an investigation.
Three state senators, he said, have now been appointed to a special committee to handle the probe:
Sens. Tom Briese, John Arch and Anna Wishart. If they find evidence of a criminal act, Hughes said
the committee will forward that to the Patrol and the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office.
Groene, an often outspoken legislator, announced his decision to resign Friday afternoon soon after
the allegations were reported that he took inappropriate photos of Konecko.
The senator, who resigned effective at 11:59 p.m. Monday, has denied that the photos were sexual
in nature. But he has also apologized for taking them without the permission of Konecko, who
worked as a legislative aide to Groene on and off for six years.
‘We need action’
Several female senators took to the microphone Tuesday to question whether the case has been
handled appropriately and to call for a better system in the Legislature to handle workplace
harassment complaints. Some of them painfully recounted incidents when they had been victims of
sexual harassment or assault.
Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh said that under current policies, the only recourse women have
when confronting superiors in power is to go to the press.
Cavanaugh added that if she could “impeach” Hughes and the Speaker of the Legislature, Sen. Mike
Hilgers, over their handling of the matter, she would.
“You two men, men in the body, have failed,” she said, in a loud voice.
Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha said the body should now have the courage to review its policies for
handling complaints of workplace harassment.
“We need to have a conversation. But above all, we need action,” Hunt said.
Hunt, along with other female senators, asked for changes such as creating an independent human
relations agency to handle such complaints from staff, rather than having senators do that, and
creating an ethics committee in the Legislature.
“We know this stuff has been going on for a long time,” Blood said, but complaints about sexual
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harassment are still often dismissed as “that’s how he is” or “boys will be boys.”
Current policy ‘convoluted’
Cavanaugh said that when she was 22 and working in Washington, D.C., she was groped in an
elevator by a U.S. senator in front of his aide.
She was told, “Oh, you don’t get on an elevator with him.”
“That was the beginning and end of it,” Cavanaugh said. “I hope this body would be better than
that.”
Sen. Julie Slama told her own story about being groped at a political event. She called the current
policies “convoluted.”
“It’s clear the policy needs to be overhauled,” Slama said. “Our policies don’t protect staff and
definitely don’t protect female senators.”
Both Slama and Pansing Brooks spoke in support of creating an ethics committee in the Legislature.
Such a proposal was introduced in 2018 but failed to advance.
Hughes, who sought an informal resolution to the complaints per legislative policy, said the three-
senator committee will provide valuable advice on whether to change the workplace harassment
complaint process.
No one, he said, ever discouraged Konecko from seeking an investigation.
Patrol opens probe
He added that contrary to initial press reports, there is no evidence at this point that Sen. Groene
shared the photographs he took with anyone else.


 Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson (Paul
Hammel/Nebraska Examiner)
The State Patrol announced Tuesday that it has opened an investigation into the matter after
consulting with Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson. The Patrol’s results will be forwarded to
the Attorney General’s Office.
Hunt had sent a formal request for an investigation to the Patrol and the AG’s Office on Saturday.
Peterson emailed Hunt Tuesday, saying, “Senator Hunt, thank you for forwarding this information to
us. We will begin our review of the matter. Sincerely, Doug Peterson.”
Konecko. speaking to the Nebraska Examiner over the weekend, said she had no comment on
whether she supported a criminal probe. But she did say that the complaint procedures for
legislative employees could be improved.







By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Fiji fraternity alleges it was targeted by UNL leaders for support of Trump
 
An inactive fraternity at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln that has been suspended twice since
2017 is suing a pair of administrators in federal court for allegedly violating members’ rights to free
speech and due process.
UNL handed down a three-year suspension to Phi Gamma Delta — better known as Fiji — in 2017
for “reckless alcohol use, hazing and inappropriate sexually based behavior” following an
investigation into members hurling sexually harassing comments at participants during the Jan. 21,
2017, Women’s March.
In a complaint filed Feb. 18 in U.S. District Court, the fraternity argued it was punished and retaliated
against for its members’ political viewpoints and protected political speech in support of then-
President Donald Trump.
The lawsuit, which names UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green and Director of Student Conduct and
Community Standards Andrea Barefield individually, alleges the fraternity and its members suffered
from investigations, suspensions and false and misleading public statements made by university
officials.
It also accuses the university of failing to follow its Student Code of Conduct and Title IX policies, of
enhancing punishments because of Fiji’s political viewpoints, stigmatizing the chapter and its
members, and depriving the organization of its status and due process rights.
A spokeswoman for UNL declined to comment, citing pending litigation.
UNL opened a Title IX investigation into Fiji after participants of the Women’s March reported
hearing sexually harassing comments being shouted by members at the chapter house at 1425 R St.
as marchers passed the house on their way to a rally at the Capitol.
According to Brian Brislen, an Omaha attorney representing the fraternity, Fiji members were
conducting their own political demonstration on the front lawn of the property.
The Title IX investigation did not result in any sanctions against the fraternity, but a second
investigation focusing on violations of UNL’s student code of conduct was later opened, and by
March 2017, the university announced it was suspending Phi Gamma Delta through 2020.
According to the lawsuit, subsequent action taken by UNL against the fraternity resulted from the
Jan. 21, 2017, event, which the fraternity argued was protected political speech “in support of then-
President Trump” that UNL administrators disagreed with.
“The chapter’s members’ political speech on or around January 21, 2017, played a part or a role in
Chancellor Green and Director Barefield’s decision to revoke its recognition of the chapter as a
student organization,” the fraternity alleged.
Fiji alleges UNL administrators had already decided the chapter should face a lengthy suspension
when they met with representatives of the fraternity days after the Women’s March, and said the
university based the suspension on a lesser violation of UNL’s Student Code of Conduct.
“‘Inappropriate sexually based behavior' and ‘sexually harassing conduct’ are charges that involve
moral turpitude and depravity, and are not equivalent or comparable to violations of the university’s
alcohol policy,” Brislen wrote in the complaint.
Fiji says it continued to face retaliation after its suspension was lifted in early 2021, being placed on
probation again after two UNL police officers reported seeing members drinking in the basement of
the chapter house.







While on probation, which the fraternity alleges was a continuation of being punished for its political
speech, a 17-year-old student reported being sexually assaulted by a 19-year-old member of Fiji
during the early morning hours of Aug. 24, 2021.
Word of the reported assault spread quickly on social media, and later that night, thousands of
students gathered in front of the chapter house to protest the fraternity.
UNL placed Fiji under temporary suspension, but the protests continued for several more nights,
including chants, marches and calls for the fraternity to be permanently banned from campus.
The 19-year-old fraternity member accused in the reported sexual assault has not been charged with
a crime in Lancaster County. The Lincoln Police Department investigation into the incident remains
open.
Fiji accused Green of stoking the “unverified rumors” in a statement he made on social media on
Aug. 25, 2021, announcing the fraternity was on probation and would be temporarily suspended
while the investigation moved forward without noting the previous punishment was for an alcohol
violation.
The fraternity also alleged UNL ignored fraternity members’ offers to assist in the investigation by
giving statements and helping collect evidence, and said the university refused requests from
parents to meet to discuss their sons’ safety.
UNL, through the University Conduct Board, a committee of students and faculty, suspended Fiji
through 2026 for violating several Student Code of Conduct rules related to alcohol use — but not
sexual misconduct — and stripped the fraternity of its status as a recognized student organization.
The complaint says both Green and Barefield failed to train or supervise UNL staff “in a manner
sufficiently calculated to prevent them from violating” fraternity members’ constitutional rights.
“Chancellor Green and his leadership promulgated an official policy or unofficial custom by which
the chapter, for engaging in constitutionally protected political speech, was known to be a ‘bad
fraternity,’ and subject to enhanced penalties based on that status,” Brislen wrote.
The lawsuit alleges the university violated the First Amendment rights of freedom of speech and
freedom of association, as well as the 14th Amendment right of due process of both the chapter and
the housing corporation that owns the 1425 R St. property.
By Chris Dunker
 


Hastings Tribune: Health official: South Heartland on downhill side of latest COVID-19
surge
 
For the first time in more than six months, the South Heartland Health District has seen a key
measure of community transmission of the novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19, drop out of the
“high” range.
Giving her weekly Tuesday night report on local conditions related to COVID-19, Michele Bever,
executive director of the district health department, announced the rolling seven-day number of
new confirmed cases of the viral infection equaled 73 per 100,000 population on Tuesday.
The threshold for high community transmission by that metric is 100 cases per 100,000. The last
time the number was below 100 was Aug. 16, 2021.
A count of 73 cases per 100,000 is in the “substantial” range. “Low” community transmission would
be fewer than 10 cases per 100,000.
In terms of the test positivity rate, or “positivity,” the district’s overall positivity was 7.4% and
community positivity was 19.9% for the week that ended Feb. 19. Community positivity excludes







residents and workers at long-term care facilities.
Positivity readings above 10% are considered to indicate “high” community transmission of the novel
coronavirus and/or its variants. A test positivity rate of 7.4% is called “moderate” transmission.
Positivity, by definition, is the number of new confirmed cases of COVID-19 in a given week, divided
by the total number of tests known to have been administered in that same time period.
Bever said that while COVID-19 clearly continues to circulate in the health district at a significant
level, the trend lines are encouraging.
“While we have not yet reached ‘low’ community transmission across the district, the good news is
we’ve seen a steady decline in case rate and positivity since our local peak during the last full week
of January,” Bever said. “We appear to be on the back side of this most recent surge of the virus.”
The South Heartland Health District encompasses Adams, Webster, Clay and Nuckolls counties. The
health department offices are in Hastings
Forty-three new confirmed COVID-19 cases were logged by the health department last week. That’s
down 65% from the previous week.
Seventeen additional confirmed cases were reported Sunday through Tuesday of this week.
Since March 2020, a running total of 10,173 district residents have tested positive for the infection.
(Bear in mind that, now that at-home COVID-19 test kits are available and are being used to identify
new cases of the infection without the involvement of a health care provider, not all positive results
are being reported to the health department any longer.)
Bever said South Heartland completed a data quality review over the weekend, resulting in removal
of duplicate cases and addition of positive test results for October 2021 through January 2022 only
recently reported to the health department. The review resulted in a net increase of 54 cases, which
for statistical purposes now have been apportioned to the weeks in which the test for each was
performed.
The district saw another drop in known COVID-19 testing last week, with 541 tests logged — down
27% from the previous week.
Positivity in long-term care facilities decreased to 1.5% last week compared to 4.7% the prior week.
In the past two weeks, four long-term care centers in the South Heartland district have reported
outbreaks, with a total of six staff and 11 residents testing positive.
Resident vaccination rates are high for most skilled nursing facilities in the district, and residents who
test positive typically are asymptomatic or have mild symptoms, Bever said.
As of Tuesday, just one solitary patient was being treated for COVID-19 in a South Heartland
hospital, and 63.6% of staffed intensive care beds in the district were available for new patients.
Bever used Tuesday night’s update to announce the arrival earlier in the day of just under 3,500
eMed COVID-19 at-home test kits at the health department. The test kits will be distributed to
schools and child care centers for their use and will be made available for free distribution to the
general public at various locations across the district.
The eMed test kits have a virtually-guided option for doing the test and receiving a verified result.
Otherwise, individuals can simply follow the instructions and complete the test on their own.
A list of locations where members of the public can pick up free eMed test kits will be posted on
South Heartland’s website: southheartlandhealth.org.
Bever continues to promote vaccination against COVID-19 and urges residents to monitor their
health and get tested if they experience symptoms.
The timing of treatment for a positive case of the infection is critical, she said, especially if the
patient has risk factors for complications from COVID-19 illness.
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“These people should not wait to see how their illness progresses,” she said. “People who are more
likely to get very sick from COVID-19 should keep some at-home COVID-19 test kits on hand or seek
testing early. If you have even mild symptoms, get tested.”
Vaccination against COVID-19 is recommended for anyone age 5 and up. South Heartland still offers
weekly Wednesday vaccine clinics at the Allen’s building in Hastings, 1115 W. Second St., from 4-6
p.m. Walk-ins are welcome.
For vaccine and testing information, call your health care provider or contact South Heartland at
402-462-6211 or 877-238-7595.
By Andy Raun
 


LJS: UNL economic indicator rises again in January
 
Nebraska’s leading economic indicator rose in January, according to the most recent report from the
University of Nebraska–Lincoln.
The indicator, which is designed to predict economic activity six months into the future, increased by
0.58% during the month
“The indicator has improved steadily for four consecutive months, suggesting moderate economic
growth in Nebraska through the summer of 2022,” said Eric Thompson, director of the Bureau of
Business Research at UNL.
The leading indicator improved for three primary reasons, Thompson said, with the first being
positive business expectations.
Respondents to the January Survey of Nebraska Businesses reported plans to increase sales and
employment over the next six months.
“With demand growing, businesses remain confident about growth despite supply chain challenges,”
said Thompson.
There also was another decline in initial claims for unemployment insurance during January, and
Nebraska businesses competing in international markets benefited from a decline in value of the
U.S. dollar, he said.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: More brutal cold, a little snow ahead in Nebraska
 
Technically, this is just another seven-day week in the midst of the shortest month of the year.
But Tuesday’s bone-chilling arctic winds made it feel like winter had hit its longest stretch.
It was so cold, trash collection was canceled for the day in Omaha. That means trash and recycling
pickup will be delayed by a day the rest of the week.
Residents also are advised to check with local news and social media for any additional changes to
the schedule. Missed collections may be reported to the Solid Waste Hotline at 402-444-5238 after 7
p.m. on the scheduled collection day.
Wind chills dropped to around minus 15 degrees in the metro area Tuesday morning. Winds gusting
in excess of 30 mph sucked the warmth away from anyone outside.
Wednesday is forecast to feel even colder in the morning. The low is forecast around minus 3
degrees, and wind chills could drop to around minus 20 degrees in the metro area.
The good news is that the winds die down on Wednesday, said Scott Dergan, meteorologist with the
National Weather Service.







Light snow is forecast in the metro area Wednesday night through Thursday, he said.
Expect another cold day Thursday, with single-digit lows and highs in the midteens, before a gradual
warmup begins Friday.
By the weekend, highs are forecast in the 40s in Omaha. And on Tuesday, temperatures could reach
50 degrees.
By Nancy Gaarder and Kevin Cole
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Tailored education could reduce risks of cancer for Nebraskans
 
According to the American Cancer Society, nearly half of all cancer diagnoses and almost half of all
deaths from cancer are preventable. The statistics are striking, but as the great Dr. Irving Selikoff
said, “statistics are merely numbers with the tears wiped away.”
So how can we reach a goal to turn such statistics from tears into cancer victories? Education is the
key.
According to the ACS, lung, colorectal and breast cancers are the top three cancer killers in the U.S.,
accounting for 1,240 deaths in Nebraska this year. In Nebraska, pancreatic cancer replaces breast
cancer as the third most common cause of cancer deaths. We could reduce incidences of all cancers
if we just did what we already know to do — limit sun and UV light exposure, avoid tobacco
products, limit alcohol consumption, be active, eat healthily, maintain a healthy weight, get anti-
cancer vaccines, undergo cancer screening, know your family history and embrace preventative
health care.
Sounds great, but do you know what these recommendations mean? How much alcohol is OK? What
is a healthy weight for me? What is a healthy, anti-cancer diet? What is an anti-cancer vaccine?
What is important about family history?
How can we best answer these questions to achieve this preventable cancer goal for Nebraskans?
Education tailored to a community’s needs is critical.
Nebraska has many unique determinants of cancer care, including our large rural population (34%),
scattered over 67 of our 93 counties. In the case of colorectal cancer, we know that variables within
this distribution lead to disparities in early diagnosis with rural areas diagnosed at a later stage than
some urban areas. Similar disparities likely exist with other cancers.
Just as there are rural-urban disparities, Nebraska has many disparities based on race, ethnicity,
refugee status, household income, poverty and level of education.
Each of Nebraska’s communities, individually, are best equipped to understand and implement
strategies to answer these questions, delivered by a trusted peer in a way that will be accepted and
understood in that community.
A Nebraska-based organization consisting of health care professionals, survivors, caregivers,
individuals and public and private organizations with the ability to develop and execute available
resources would be of invaluable assistance in building the trust and long-term, sustainable
partnerships necessary to accomplish our goal.
State Sen. Robert Hilkemann introduced LB 1230 to provide funding for a nonprofit organization to
work toward these education goals. Grassroots input from each of our 93 counties would feed a
neutral, diversely governed, Nebraska-based organization working with the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services to build on the foundation provided by the CDC’s Comprehensive Cancer
Control Program. This, along with support from national, regional and local partners, leverages the
best opportunity to coordinate services, prevent duplication, and utilize the approach a local







community needs to reach its unique populations.
History has shown effective public education and policy initiatives have achieved some of the most
significant reductions in cancer morbidity and mortality. For example, education and policy helped
reduce cigarette smoking rates among U.S. adults by 67% from 1965 to 2019.
If we do nothing more, there will be just over 11,000 new cancer diagnoses and more than 3,500
cancer deaths in Nebraska this year. With 108,000 cancer survivors, Nebraska has shown good
progress in reducing cancer incidence and increasing survival. However, there is more work to be
done to meet the needs of all Nebraskans. Knowledge is power.
During National Cancer Prevention Month, my colleagues and I pledge to continue to raise our
voices in favor of tailored education on cancer prevention. Additionally, I encourage Nebraskans to
spend time speaking with their health care providers about what they can do now to reduce
personal risks for cancer.
Dr. Alan Thorson is the chair of the Nebraska Cancer Coalition, a statewide, non-profit organization of
more than 200 organizations comprised of local health departments, cancer centers, medical
associations, health systems and individual medical providers.
 


OWH: Rotunda rules
 
On Valentine’s Day, there was a rally in the Capitol rotunda called “Stop the AltEn Coverup.” The
AltEn ethanol plant used pesticide treated seeds to produce ethanol resulting in tons and tons of
contaminated byproducts that have been polluting and continue to pollute the ethanol plant site
and the surrounding area. LR159 will have a hearing on Feb. 24. This resolution, if passed, will
appoint a special investigative and oversight committee on the AltEn crisis. This committee will
investigate how, why and when things went wrong at AltEn and how weak the regulatory response
was and why the problem persists. This committee would create an open process for finding
solutions to this unprecedented and unique to Nebraska problem.
Before the rally, organizers were told that we could bring signs no larger than 11- by 17-inches.
Having observed photos of another recent event in the rotunda that had a huge backdrop, I decided
to create a banner for our backdrop to see what would happen. Sure enough, I was told that banners
were not allowed. I quickly produced a photo of Gov. Pete Ricketts in the rotunda endorsing Mike
Flood featuring a huge backdrop (called a step and repeat) with “Mike Flood, U.S. Congress”
plastered all over the banner. I was then permitted to display my banner and an easel was provided
to hold it. When I previously saw that the rotunda was being used to endorse a political candidate,
as inappropriate as I thought that was, I endeavored to see how the rules were applied. The same
rules should apply to everyone. At any rate, I’m glad that we could display our banner at the “Stop
the AltEn Coverup” rally, but it raised another issue that needs a remedy — what should the rules be
for signage in the rotunda and how can it be assured that the rules are fairly enforced?
David Corbin, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 2/23: Err on side of transparency in canal process
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts is selling his $500 million South Platte River canal project hard to Nebraskans. 
And he ought to. That's a lot of money, and whether it comes from federal relief funds or state
reserves, it's taxpayer money. We are all investors in this plan to exercise our right to river water
that Ricketts warns Colorado is trying to lay claim to.







So, based on both the importance of the project as Ricketts pitches it and the amount of taxpayer
money involved, it was galling that the Legislature's Natural Resources Committee voted to shut out
the media and public last week.
Unlike other public bodies in Nebraska, the Legislature isn't bound by public meetings laws. But
members ought to very careful about when they decide the public doesn't have a right to know
about what it's up to.
In this case, the rationale for closing the meeting was described by Suzanne Gage, spokesperson for
the attorney general's office: "Historically, when the Attorney General’s Office meets with a
Legislative committee on matters involving interstate water compacts, we have met in closed
session because the discussions involve pending or imminent litigation associated with these
compacts."
Colorado's first legal salvo was fired shortly after Ricketts announced Nebraska's intent. It's  hard to
image a time during this entire canal project that there won't be the specter of "imminent litigation."
So how much of the people's money will be spent without any public scrutiny because of the threat
of "imminent litigation"? Who will decide what members of the public deserve to know, and when
they deserve to know it?
That $500 million price tag, by many accounts, is vastly understated. In a project that could involve
eminent domain, enormous court battles and expensive studies even before any real construction
begins, it's inconceivable that the public could be shut out of much of the discussion. 
If the stakes are as high as Ricketts says, the state bears a solemn responsibility to keep the process
as open as possible. Last week, the meeting should've been kept open to the public. If the attorney
general's office can't or shouldn't answer a question for legal reasons, its representative can decline
to answer at that time and respond later. 
"Imminent litigation" can't be a cover to rob residents and taxpayers of transparency on a costly
project that is as critical to the state's future as this is being billed.
 


OWH: Nebraska's members of Congress condemn Russia, criticize Biden's response to
Ukraine
 
Members of Nebraska’s congressional delegation Tuesday roundly denounced Russia’s incursion into
Ukraine and called on President Joe Biden to intensify the United State’s response.
Their remarks came a day after Russian President Vladimir Putin recognized two pro-Russia regions
in eastern Ukraine as independent and authorized the deployment of troops to the regions.
In response, Biden on Tuesday announced new sanctions on Russian oligarchs and banks and a
repositioning of NATO troops to member states in the region.
The five members of Nebraska’s all-Republican delegation added their voices to a growing,
international chorus of condemnation aimed at Russia. But they also leveled varying critiques of
Biden’s response, with several members explicitly stating that the administration’s actions have, thus
far, been insufficient.
Biden on Tuesday held back on the toughest sanctions that could cause economic turmoil for Russia
but said they would be implemented if there is further aggression.
“The sanctions are a good start, and I also support sending ground and aviation units to Poland and
the Baltics. But for Ukraine, the response since December has been too little, too late, and too
weak,” said Rep. Don Bacon, who represents Omaha in Nebraska’s 2nd Congressional District. “We
should have sent Ukraine anti-shipping and anti-air weapons, but it is not too late to do so.”







The U.S. and NATO allies have supplied some weapons to Ukraine, but U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse called for
sending more weapons to the country, saying the U.S. “should be doing gun runs around the clock to
arm the Ukrainian people to the teeth.”
The Nebraska senator was among a bipartisan group of 21 members of Congress who attended the
2022 Munich Security Conference this past weekend.
“Our goal should be pretty simple: Help the Ukrainian resistance hold on for as long as possible,”
Sasse said in a statement. “Make Putin regret his flagrant disregard for the rule of law.”
None of Nebraska’s congressional members called for the deployment of U.S. troops to Ukraine — a
move that Biden has repeatedly said is off the table.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, who also expressed support for arming Ukraine and criticized the Biden
administration’s response, stressed the role of energy.
Russia is among the largest fossil fuel exporters in the world, and Europe is heavily reliant on Russia
for its energy.
Fortenberry said the conflict highlights the importance of “American energy independence” and the
need for Europe to end its reliance on Russian natural gas. He also called on Europe to increase its
support of NATO, the international alliance created early in the Cold War. The U.S. has been and
remains NATO’s biggest and most influential member.
“Only by reestablishing strength do we have leverage for diplomacy,” Fortenberry said.
Other members called for continued collaboration among NATO allies to, as Rep. Adrian Smith said,
“hold President Putin accountable.”
“The U.S. must work alongside our allies when weighing our options,” said Smith, whose 3rd District
extends across much of Nebraska. “In the meantime, President Biden must take steps to ensure —
should Russia further violate Ukraine’s sovereignty — no American is left stranded.”
In a series of tweets, U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer said “Biden must show firm resolve, work with our allies
and immediately put in place strong sanctions.”
“Strong action is necessary to deter Russia from widening the conflict,” Fischer said.
By Ryan Hoffman
 


LJS: Sasse, Fortenberry doubt impact of U.S. sanctions against Russia
 
Sen. Ben Sasse on Tuesday described President Joe Biden's sanctions against Russia in the wake of its
invasion of Ukraine as "too little, too late."
"These sanctions should have happened before (Russian President Vladimir) Putin further invaded
Ukraine — not after," the Republican senator said.
"Second, economic sanctions now need to more aggressively target Putin's oligarchs to make sure
they feel real pain," he said.
"Third, we shouldn't fool ourselves into thinking that today's incremental sanctions will deter Putin
from trying to install a puppet government in Kyiv."
The United States should supply Ukraine with more weapons, Sasse said, and "arm the Ukrainian
people to the teeth."
Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry said "late-game sanctions after a failed (Vice President) Kamala
Harris visit to Germany are not going to stop this determined aggressor."
Fortenberry suggested immediate return to American energy independence, an end to European
dependence on Russian natural gas, reestablishment of Europe's burden-sharing with NATO and
"arms for and support of reform within Ukraine" as actions that would make a difference. 







By Don Walton
 


AP: National Guard to help DC control traffic for truck convoys
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Pentagon has approved the deployment of 700 unarmed National Guard
troops to the nation’s capital as it prepares for trucker convoys that are planning protests against
pandemic restrictions beginning next week.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin approved the request Tuesday from the District of Columbia
government and the U.S. Capitol Police, the Pentagon said in a statement Tuesday night.
The troops would be used to assist with traffic control during demonstrations expected in the city in
the coming days, the Pentagon said. Four hundred Guard members from the District of Columbia
Guard will be joined by 300 Guard members from other states, according to the statement.
Guard members will not carry firearms or take part in law enforcement or domestic-surveillance
activities, the Pentagon said.
Modeled after recent trucker protests in Canada, separate truck convoys have been planned
through online forums with names like the People’s Convoy and the American Truckers Freedom
Fund — all with different starting points, departure dates and routes. Some are scheduled to arrive
in time for President Joe Biden’s State of the Union address on March 1, though others may arrive
afterward.
The convoys follow the recent Canadian truckers’ protest which shut down the busiest U.S. Canadian
border crossing and besieged the streets of the capital, Ottawa, for weeks to protest government
pandemic restrictions. The multiple blockades were broken up by police last week, with more than
100 arrests.
It remains to be seen if any of the U.S. convoys would seek to actively shut down Washington’s
streets, the way their Canadian counterparts did in Ottawa. Some convoy organizers have spoken of
plans to briefly roll through the city, then focus on shutting down the Beltway, which encircles the
capital.
A statement from the People’s Convoy specifically says the trucks “will NOT be going into DC
proper.” That convoy is planning to embark Wednesday from southern California and arrive in D.C.
around March 5.
The U.S. convoys seek an immediate lifting of what they say are heavy-handed government
pandemic restrictions like mask mandates and vaccine requirements. The American Truckers
Freedom Fund website says the group is protesting “the unscientific, unconstitutional overreach of
the federal government.”
Vaccines have proven highly effective at preventing COVID-19 infections, especially serious illness
and death, and high-quality masks offer strong protection against spreading or contracting the
disease. Public sentiment, especially among conservatives, has been shifting against government
mandates as the pandemic heads into its third year.
People’s Convoy organizer Mike Landis, in a video testimonial on the group’s website, said the
current COVID vaccine “is not proven yet” but supported individual choice on whether to take it or
not. Landis said the convoy was open to all vehicles and said the primary goal was to pressure Biden
to lift the national state of emergency.
“We want this government to bring back the Constitution,” Landis said. “We do not want to be
under a dictatorship communism-style regime, like where we are right now.”
A state of emergency in the U.S. was declared by President Donald Trump in March 2020. Last week,







Biden announced his intention to extend it beyond the current March 1 expiration date.
The websites organizing the American trucker convoys directly reference the inspiration of the
Canadian movement. A statement on the People’s Convoy website pays homage to “our brave and
courageous neighbors to the north — our Canadian brothers and sisters who led the charge.”
Metropolitan Police Department Chief Robert Contee said Friday that his department was closely
monitoring the shifting information and would be devoting additional police manhours in a rolling
state of heightened alert over the next few weeks. In the meantime, he warned D.C. residents to
stay alert for unexpected traffic snarls.
“There will be disruptions to traffic, that kind of thing,” Contee said. “I think we need to be very
candid with the public about what some of the expectations, based upon what we’ve seen in
Ottawa, that we might see here in the District.”
Contee called the Ottawa standoff “an incredible situation — one that we have not seen here in the
District of Columbia.”
Contee and Mayor Muriel Bowser memorably predicted unrest several days before the Jan. 6, 2021,
insurrection at the Capitol Building. They warned residents to stay indoors and called for additional
resources, but the Capitol Police and National Guard were still caught unprepared when crowds of
Trump supporters overran the building, resulting in several deaths and numerous injuries.
Lingering memories of that debacle have fueled a heightened sense of anxiety and speculation over
the coming convoys. But Bowser said she wasn’t yet warning residents to avoid the Capitol area or
the National Mall.
“We’re not at a point to give specific instructions to residents just yet. We will,” Bowser said.
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TV and Radio
KETV: 'Much to our surprise,' Omaha Police, Douglas County law enforcement get COVID-19 vaccine
10/11: Nebraska pharmacies to receive COVID vaccines directly from federal government
KLKN: Vaccine supply not keeping pace with demand in Lincoln’s neighboring counties
WOWT: 55 and older senior home explains how they get vaccine doses
NTV: Nebraska lays out plan to encourage minorities to get COVID vaccine
NET: Moving Game & Parks Headquarters, Preventing Punishment For Not Vaccinating Discussed In
Hearings
 
Governor
Scottsbluff SH: Stinner addresses constituents on 107th legislature
StateScoop: Nebraska plans to complete next-generation 911 by end of 2022
ProPublica: After Hundreds of Meatpacking Workers Died From COVID-19, Congress Wants Answers
OWH: Vaccination opponents argue for right to refuse shots at Nebraska Legislature hearing
Imperial Republican: Gov. Ricketts moves state to least restrictive green phase
 
Coronavirus
LJS: Vaccine opponents back bill allowing them to opt out of state directives
AP: Nebraska will receive 21% more vaccine doses this week
LJS: Online town halls planned in Lincoln, elsewhere to educate people of color about COVID-19 vaccine
OWH: Nebraska participating in both federal COVID vaccination programs involving pharmacies
GII: 1,000 seniors vaccinated at Fonner Park drive-thru clinic
KETV: Corrections, courts make plea to state leaders to move up in vaccination line
OWH: Omaha Police Department employees getting their first COVID vaccine shots
OWH: Nebraska bill to triple fines against officials who enact, then violate, health measures draws no
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support
LJS: Lancaster County reports 3 more COVID-19 deaths
Hastings Tribune: South Heartland's COVID-19 risk reading dips again as vaccinations continue
 
State Capitol
LJS: Nebraska AG joins $573M multistate settlement with company for its role in opioid crisis
AP: Nebraska to get $2.59M as part of national opioid settlement
 
Legislature
OWH: Bill seeks $75M more in funding, which could go to future CHI Health Center upgrades
OWH: Victim advocates push bill to extend protection orders in Nebraska from one year to five
OWH: Bill would force ethanol plant near Mead to stop using pesticide-treated seed corn
NP Telegraph: State senators urge Game and Parks Commission to relocate closer to western Nebraska
 
State, Local and Regional
AP: Missouri River to remain low headed into spring flood season
NET: 'Take Their Business And Bring It Into Nebraska': Ho-Chunk Inc. CEO Says New Casinos Will Get
Winnebago Tribe On The Right Financial Path
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Dodge County attorney situation should prod Legislature to consider law change
OWH Midlands Voices: Legislature strengthened protection orders but now there's more to do
OWH Public Pulse


1.       They’re to be prized
2.       Civil disagreement
3.       A worthy priest
4.       Blood donations
5.       A concerning start
6.       Failure
7.       Ode to Joe


LJS Editorial, 2/5: Legislature must also green light sports bets
LJS Local View: Secret ballots are unconstitutional
LJS Letters


1.       Despite numbers, Trump to blame
2.       Time for nation to move on


 
National/Federal
LJS: Sasse says he'll put the Constitution ahead of party politics as state GOP considers censure
OWH: Some in Nebraska GOP want to censure Sasse; he slams 'weird worship' of Trump
AP: Biden team pitches US on big virus aid as Senate starts work
AP: J&J asks US regulators to OK its one-shot COVID-19 vaccine
 


Scottsbluff SH: Stinner addresses constituents on 107th legislature
 
Hearing fatigue, new prisons and the two-year budget cycle were some of the topics state Sen. John
Stinner of Gering addressed during his bi-monthly constituents call, Rolls and Issues.
Stinner, who is in Lincoln currently, addressed the gathered constituents on Thursday. The group
included people from Gering Public Schools, the Panhandle Public Health Department, the City of







Scottsbluff, the Scottsbluff/Gering United Chamber of Commerce, Western Nebraska Community
College, members of the media and other private businesses. It’s a twice-monthly event hosted by the
Scottsbluff/Gering Chamber of Commerce.
“Usually, I try to start and give you an idea of what actually is happening on the floor and with the
legislature. COVID obviously has changed everything on how we do business,” Stinner said at the onset of
the call.
The 107th legislature started its first session in early January. Since then, hundreds of bills have been
introduced ranging in scope and topic.
“The (committee) chairmen sent letters out to the members of the legislature saying, ‘Hey, let’s really
kind of concentrate on priorities, limit your legislation as best you can.' That didn’t work,” Stinner said.
So far, senators have introduced 684 bills and 33 resolutions, according to the Nebraska Legislature
website. Stinner has dropped 13 bills. Three of which, he discussed on the call.
Stinner said what he is focusing in part on is childcare.
He said he wants to send over $2.5 million during the next two years to the Sixpence program.
“It’s oversubscribed, a lot of people want to be in it, mostly schools and like that. So hopefully that’ll give
them an opportunity to expand the early childhood program and provide resources to do a good job
there,” he said.
Stinner is also asking the legislature to increase funding to the Nebraska Cultural Preservation
Endowment Fund. That helps fund places such as museums and theaters including the West Nebraska
Arts Center, Legacy of the Plains and the Midwest Theater.
“This is all about economic development,” he said. “I think, (in terms of) quality of life, it is absolutely
critical that we have these types of programs in our communities to attract and retain people.”
Stinner also discussed a bill that would fund backlogged maintenance in the University of Nebraska
system. He said the university has about $700 million in deferred maintenance, or infrastructure and
asset maintenance delayed and backlogged due to budget limitations or lack of funding.
He outlined the progress level for passing a biannual (two-years) budget. Stinner was reelected by the
legislature as chair of the Appropriations Committee in January, giving the Panhandle senator a top spot
in the budget-making process for a fifth year.
“I’ve got a pretty experienced committee with many of the members who have been through two years
to four years of a budgetary cycle,” he said.
Stinner said the governor’s proposed budget has some initiatives around broadband and education that
were likely to pass the legislature without issue. Gov. Pete Ricketts also requested the legislature provide
$115 million in funding for a new state prison. Stinner said that, because they won’t receive important
information about the project until April, other considerations like sentencing reform and community
custody beds would be examined in the meantime.
“Maybe there are alternatives to move people through the prison situation, making sure that the
population is safe, but still making some sense of it,” Stinner said. “As long as you have that inflow
coming in at that level you’re going to be building prisons for a long, long time.”
He also discussed Ricketts’ proposed request for $50 million for Space Command. Nebraska had been
courting the new agency as Space Command searched for a headquarters. Ultimately, the Trump
administration chose to put the facility in Alabama.
“Now, with the Biden administration, we’re hoping that maybe we will get a relook,” Stinner said.
The Legislature’s budget would also fully fund the state aid to public schools, according to Stinner.
The budget is on an accelerated timeline this year. Stinner said it will probably get to the floor by March.
He said the idea was to be finished with hearings by March 4 and move onto floor debate for the full
senate.
The next call is scheduled for Feb. 18.







By Justin Garcia
 


StateScoop: Nebraska plans to complete next-generation 911 by end of 2022
 
The State of Nebraska plans to complete its deployment of next-generation 911 by the end of next year,
a public safety official there told StateScoop on Thursday.
Following a competitive procurement process, Nebraska last month awarded telecommunications
contractor Lumen an $8 million contract to provide the emergency service network, software and call-
routing services for the state’s next-generation 911 upgrade. 
Like many states, Nebraska is upgrading its decades-old analog communications networks to a digital
platform that promises to offer new capabilities, like easy sharing of photos and video between callers
and public safety answering points, or PSAPs, and improve network up-time through statewide
redundancy and data-sharing functionality. In a press release announcing the partnership with Lumen
last week, Gov. Pete Ricketts said it will equip the state’s first responders “with more information that
will help keep them, and all Nebraskans, safer.”
The contract, which includes an initial term of five years with five one-year options, would represent a
major advancement in the state’s emergency communications if completed by the state’s deadline of the
end of 2022.
With 93 counties and a vastly rural landscape, statewide next-generation 911 is a big project with many
considerations, said Tim Schram, a commissioner on the Nebraska Public Service Commission.
“It’s important that the system be built with the necessary capacity and redundancy to ensure that 911
calls are answered without interruption and that the GIS data can be as accurate as possible for the
geospatial call routing, and that the system be secure from cyber vulnerabilities,” Schram told
StateScoop. “We need to also ensure that adequate funding exists to support the statewide system.”
In Nebraska, 911 services and upgrades are primarily funded by property taxes, Schram said, along with
phone surcharges. To prepare for the current stage of the upgrade, which involves connecting PSAPs to
the state’s digital emergency services network, Schram said the commission asked the PSAPs to
“regionalize,” easing the process of hosting remote regions with statewide redundancy.
He said the commission also informed the state legislature in recent years that next-generation 911
upgrades would be costly, so the state allowed counties to save up their 911 funding so they would have
enough funds available when the time comes to buy new equipment. 
Amid cybersecurity concerns surrounding next-generation 911, Schram said network redundancy is a
crucial feature. 
“That’s why you want redundancy and resiliency on a statewide basis,” he said. “If you have one 911
center that’s inoperable that you have neighboring PSAPs to handle those calls.”
By Colin Wood
 


ProPublica: After Hundreds of Meatpacking Workers Died From COVID-19, Congress Wants
Answers
 
A key congressional panel launched an investigation this week into the wave of COVID-19 infections that
killed hundreds of workers at meatpacking plants nationwide last year and highlighted longstanding
hazards in the industry.
Since the start of the pandemic, the meat industry has struggled to contain the virus in its facilities, and
plants in Iowa, South Dakota and Kansas have endured some of the biggest workplace outbreaks in the
country.
The meat companies’ employees, many of them immigrants and refugees, slice pig bellies or cut up
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chicken carcasses in close quarters. Many of them don’t speak English and aren’t granted paid sick leave.
To date, more than 50,000 meatpacking workers have been infected and at least 250 have died,
according to a ProPublica tally.
The congressional investigation, opened by the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis,
will examine the role of JBS, Smithfield Foods and Tyson Foods, three of the nation’s largest meat
companies, which, the subcommittee said, had “refused to take basic precautions to protect their
workers” and had “shown a callous disregard for workers’ health.”
The subcommittee is chaired by Rep. James E. Clyburn of South Carolina, the No. 3 Democrat in the
House.
In response to the subcommittee's announcement, officials for JBS and Tyson said that the companies
had spent hundreds of millions of dollars to implement coronavirus protections and to temporarily
increase pay and benefits, and they looked forward to discussing their pandemic safety efforts with the
panel. Smithfield said in a statement that it had also taken “extraordinary measures” to protect
employees from the virus, spending more than $700 million on workplace modifications, testing and
equipment.
The House subcommittee noted that reports from a variety of news organizations had illuminated
problems with how the meatpacking companies handled the pandemic, and with the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration’s enforcement efforts. The subcommittee cited ProPublica’s reporting on how
meat companies blindsided local public health departments, and on Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts’ efforts
to intervene when local health officials tried to temporarily shutter a JBS plant amid an outbreak.
ProPublica has also documented how meat companies ignored years of warnings from the federal
government about how a pandemic could tear through a food processing facility, and chronicled the role
that meatpacking plants like a Tyson pork facility in Waterloo, Iowa, have played in spreading the virus to
the surrounding community.
The subcommittee’s inquiry will also scrutinize the federal government’s shortcomings in protecting
meatpacking workers. “Public reports indicate that under the Trump Administration, the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) failed to adequately carry out its responsibility for enforcing
worker safety laws at meatpacking plants across the country, resulting in preventable infections and
deaths,” according to the subcommittee's letter to OSHA.
The subcommittee also said that the agency had issued only a “few meager fines” and “failed to show
urgency in addressing safety hazards at the meatpacking facilities it inspected.” The letter noted that
OSHA had received complaints about JBS and Smithfield plants months before the agency conducted
inspections.
David Seligman, a lawyer who helped meatpacking workers in Pennsylvania file a lawsuit against
OSHA during the pandemic, said he hopes the subcommittee’s efforts are “just one of the initial steps” to
holding companies accountable and ensuring workers are safe. “The harm inflicted on meat-processing
workers during this pandemic, in service of the profits of corporate meat-packing companies and under a
government that seemed happy to turn a blind eye, is a grave scandal,” Seligman wrote in an email.
In a statement, a Department of Labor spokesperson said that the subcommittee’s inquiry is “focused on
the Trump administration’s actions surrounding the protection of workers from COVID-19 related risks,”
and the agency is committed to protecting workers, and that new guidance on coronavirus enforcement
that was issued in late January will serve as a “first step.”
In its Feb. 1 letters to OSHA, JBS, Tyson and Smithfield, the subcommittee has requested documents
related to government inspections at meatpacking plants and COVID-19 complaints lodged with the
companies. OSHA was asked to brief the subcommittee by Feb. 15.
By Bernice Young and Michael Grabell
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OWH: Vaccination opponents argue for right to refuse shots at Nebraska Legislature hearing
 
LINCOLN — Nebraskans opposed to vaccinations filled all available hearing room seats and crowded the
Capitol hallway Thursday to fight for freedom from mandatory immunizations.
Parents, nurses, chiropractors, business owners and others came out in favor of one bill guaranteeing
people the right to decline mandatory vaccination during a public health emergency and against another
bill that would narrow parents’ ability to exempt their child from vaccinations.
Legislative Bill 643, introduced by State Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, would declare that citizens have the
right to decline a mandatory vaccine directive from the state government. It would also give parents the
right to decline vaccination for their dependents and employers the right to decline for their employees.
Hansen said he doesn’t expect government officials to issue a vaccination mandate in Nebraska. But
Hansen said many other unexpected things happened during the past year as the state grappled with the
pandemic, including orders to close businesses and restrict religious services.
“This legislation is in no way against vaccines or the COVID vaccine,” he said. “This is more saying the
state does not have the right to inject anything into our bodies mandatorily.”
Gov. Pete Ricketts has said that he would not make coronavirus vaccinations mandatory, just as he
has declined to issue a mask mandate.
LB 447, as introduced by Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha, would have removed parents’ ability to
opt out of having their child immunized before attending a licensed child care center. Current law allows
children to skip state-mandated immunizations for medical reasons or if a parent does not want the child
immunized.
At a hearing before the Health and Human Services Committee, Cavanaugh offered an amendment that
would allow parents to exempt their children based on religious beliefs, similar to the exemption for
children entering K-12 schools. She said parents need to consider the needs of others when deciding
about immunizing their child.
“It does protect other children and child care workers and society as a whole,” she said.
Dr. Michelle Walsh, a Lincoln pediatrician and president of the Nebraska Medical Association, testified in
favor of Cavanaugh’s bill and against Hansen’s bill. She spoke from personal experience about the polio
that left her father in a wheelchair and contributed to his death at age 48.
“We don’t see polio now because of vaccines,” she said.
Nationally, Walsh said, there has been an increase in parents opting out of getting their children
vaccinated, which has lead to outbreaks of potentially deadly but preventable diseases such as measles,
mumps and whooping cough. But in Nebraska, more than 97% of children are vaccinated.
But most speakers took opposite positions.
Among them was Allie French, the founder of Nebraskans Against Government Overreach, who argued
that people’s bodies should be sovereign. She disputed the idea that any disease outbreak could be
traced to unvaccinated children and said that if parents are concerned, they can keep their children away
from their unvaccinated peers.
Robert Borer said the issue was about “personal responsibility and freedom.” He said that drugs and
vaccines don’t prevent disease and can often be harmful and deadly and that people have the right to
protect their own health.
Others told of their children or themselves suffering severe reactions to vaccinations. Dan Shiermann, a
nurse, said his 2-year-old son developed full-body eczema from a routine vaccination. Colleen Fogarty, a
retired nurse, said she suffered encephalopathy after receiving a smallpox vaccination while she was
working.
“I beg you to give me my right to refuse,” she said.
Fogarty and others raised particular concerns about the safety of the coronavirus vaccines, citing a
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variety of claims about their effects.
By Martha Stoddard
 


Imperial Republican: Gov. Ricketts moves state to least restrictive green phase
 
Effective last Saturday, Gov. Pete Ricketts moved Nebraska to the least restrictive phase in Nebraska’s
ongoing battle with COVID-19.
Ricketts announced the move from the blue to green phase at a Friday press conference.
That moves everything the state had put restrictions on to 100% capacity for gatherings, with no
restrictions for bars, restaurants, churches, hair salons and barbers, gyms and elective surgeries.
However, with no new updates from the Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA) since Ricketts’
announcement, Chase County Schools Activities Director Troy Hauxwell said the school will stay at 50%
capacity in its gyms.
“We follow what the NSAA has set, and as of today (Tuesday) there’s nothing new telling me differently,”
he said.
Hauxwell said in a previous interview that as a member of NSAA, Chase County Schools follows the NSAA
recommendations, which haven’t always followed what the state is doing.
That has caused some miscommunication at times, Hauxwell said.
He said CCS has had no issues with a 50% cap, and hasn’t turned anyone away at home basketball games.
A 50% maximum in the Longhorn gym is 532 people and it is 212 in the auxiliary gym where JV games are
held. CCS has been well under that maximum, he said.
Since attendance was moved to 50% from family only, he said between 300-350 fans have attended
games in the Longhorn gym.
Even with January games against Dundy County-Stratton and Perkins County, two neighboring towns,
CCS wasn’t close to its 532 maximum in the Longhorn gym, he noted.
The state’s major change in moving from blue to green affected the Directed Health Measure (DHM) on
indoor gatherings, including youth extracurriculars, moving them from 75% to 100%.
However, organizers of gatherings of 500 or more people (1,000 or more in Douglas County), must still
submit a reopening plan to their local health department—and receive approval—before holding their
events.  
For this area, that means approval of 500+ gatherings must come from the SW Nebraska Public Health
Department.
Aside from this large gathering requirement, there are no  other restrictions on gatherings/venues in the
green phase of the state’s plan, Ricketts said.
Quarantine changes
Nebraskans who’ve been fully vaccinated (received both doses of the coronavirus vaccine) do not have to
quarantine after a close contact, another update in the new DHM.
Instead, they will be in the “self-monitor” category, which involves wearing a mask for 14 days from the
date of exposure and monitoring for symptoms.
Nebraskans who have recovered from COVID-19 in the past three months do not need to quarantine
after a close contact, though they are encouraged to monitor for symptoms.  
The new DHMs also amend the definition of “close contact” to clarify that exposures start 48 hours prior
to the onset of symptoms or positive test.
Gov. Ricketts himself is currently following the latest quarantine guidelines.
His office announced Monday that Ricketts came into close contact with someone on Saturday who
tested positive for coronavirus.  
“The exposure was work-related. The Governor will complete the required seven-day quarantine,” said







Taylor Gage, Director of Strategic Communications.
The Governor is not showing any symptoms, Gage said, and will get tested at the appropriate time.  
The Governor will host this Friday’s regular coronavirus briefing virtually.
By Jan Schultz
 


LJS: Vaccine opponents back bill allowing them to opt out of state directives
 
Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair said the state and federal response to the coronavirus pandemic illustrated how
quickly the government can upend the lives of citizens.
The state lawmaker told the Legislature's Health and Human Services Committee on Thursday he
believed future protections need to be put in place should the government enact a mandatory vaccine
directive to battle future public health emergencies.
Hansen's bill (LB643) was “in no way against vaccines or the COVID-19 vaccines,” he told the committee,
but was written to given individuals, parents and businesses the choice to decline a vaccine without
penalty during a state of emergency or any time after.
“This is more saying the state does not have a right to inject anything into our bodies,” Hansen said. “One
of the things we’re trying to accomplish is (to) give the people of Nebraska a kind of platform to stand on
if that ever happens.”
That prompted questions from Sen. Matt Williams of Gothenburg, who asked Hansen if his bill could be
interpreted to allow Nebraskans to decline vaccinations “any time after for any reason whatsoever.”
“It could possibly be interpreted that way,” Hansen replied.
“Would that be your intent to have it interpreted that way?” Williams asked.
Hansen said that was “not necessarily” the intent of the bill, adding he believed the language of the bill
could be asserted if the state was attempting to continue to mandate a vaccine even after the public
health crisis was over.
Dozens of people testified in support of the bill in person Thursday, nearly all of them waiting together in
close proximity in a line outside the committee room. Masks are not required at the Capitol; only a few
who stood in line to speak in support wore one.
Supporting testimony ranged from personal stories about immunizations and the choice made by
parents to not vaccinate their children, explanations of faith-based opposition to vaccines, assertions of
individual sovereignty and constitutional rights, as well as a range of conspiracy theories and debunked
claims.
“It is unconstitutional and against the inalienable rights of the citizens of this country to be forced,
coerced or tricked into vaccination,” Allie French said.
French added the government “has no right” to force an individual to get a shot if it was against their
religion or philosophical beliefs.
Several registered nurses and other health care workers also spoke in support of Hansen’s bill, saying
they believed a mandatory vaccination program would remove a patient’s ability to give consent to a
medical procedure.
“I beg you to give me my right to refuse,” said Colleen Fogarty, a retired pediatric nurse.
Living with an autoimmune disorder, Tyler Hackbart, a chiropractor from Seward, said he has never
received a vaccine. He asked the senators to "use the best evidence you have and then make a faith
decision" in advancing the bill from committee.
"I'm for the freedom to choose for myself and my family, and I hope you guys are, too," Hackbart said.
Others said they believed vaccines were the underlying cause of autism — a widely spread claim
debunked by researchers — as well as other diseases, or offered discredited conspiracy theories about
vaccines being used to assert control over the population.







Only one person testified in opposition Thursday.
Dr. Michelle Walsh, a Lincoln pediatrician and the president of the Nebraska Medical Association, said
declining immunization rates in Nebraska and elsewhere have resulted in increased instances of measles,
mumps and whooping cough.
She also reiterated Williams’ concern from the beginning of the hearing, saying the NMA also interpreted
the bill’s language to apply “in perpetuity,” and said it wasn’t clear how Hansen’s bill would reconcile
with school immunization requirements currently in state law.
To attend public or private school in Nebraska, children must be immunized against polio, chicken pox,
measles, mumps and rubella, among other diseases largely stamped out due to vaccines.
“We have serious concerns that LB643 would be contradictory to these existing policies and allow
parents to opt out with no sincere reasons,” Walsh said. “This would, in effect, raise the rates of future
types of preventable disease outbreaks which have been under control for decades.”
The committee took no action on the bill Thursday.
At the end of the hearing, Hansen said LB643 “struck a chord” with many, adding the Legislature is
considering several bills where the pandemic exposed a need for action, including expanding SNAP
benefits, implementing protections for tenants, and providing aid to businesses.
“Where are we going to be at during the next emergency?” he asked. “That’s why it’s important to look
at this now.”
By Chris Dunker
 


AP: Nebraska will receive 21% more vaccine doses this week
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska will receive 21% more doses of coronavirus vaccines this week as the
state continues to work to speed up distribution of the shots.
The state said it is scheduled to receive 55,950 doses of the vaccines this week. That is up from 46,400 a
week ago.
The increase in doses should help boost distribution of the vaccine statewide. The 19 local health districts
across Nebraska are finishing up the first phase of the campaign when health care workers and residents
of long-term care facilities were the focus, and now they are all starting to vaccinate people 65 and older
and some essential workers.
“We are moving as fast as we possibly can. As we get it from the federal government, we are getting it
out to our partners so that people can be inoculated as soon as possible,” said Dannette Smith, CEO of
the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
State officials are planning to hold a series of online town hall meetings over the next month to answer
questions about the vaccines and the virus.
The state said 3.9% of the state’s population has now received both required doses of one of the two
vaccines. Nebraska has administered 207,111 of the 300,400 doses it has been allocated so far, including
9,027 that were administered Wednesday.
Less than a week after the state launched its new vaccinate.ne.gov website, nearly 141,000 people have
registered to be notified when they are eligible to get the vaccine.
The number of people hospitalized with the coronavirus declined Wednesday to 278 from Tuesday’s 305.
That total has fallen steadily since the November peak of 987.
The seven-day rolling average of daily new cases in Nebraska decreased over the past two weeks, going
from 806.86 new cases per day on Jan. 20 to 560 new cases per day on Wednesday. The state said
192,549 virus cases and 1,952 deaths have been reported in the state since the pandemic began.
 


LJS: Online town halls planned in Lincoln, elsewhere to educate people of color about
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COVID-19 vaccine
 
In an effort to answer questions and assuage fears about the COVID-19 vaccine among communities of
color, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services is partnering with several organizations to
hold online town halls over the next several months.
The first two will be focused on Lincoln. The first is set for Wednesday at 7 p.m. and is being done in
concert with Mount Zion Baptist Church.
The second one is scheduled for Feb. 18 in cooperation with the Lincoln Chapter of the NAACP.
The Rev. Tremaine Combs, senior pastor at Mount Zion, said he is not trying to push the vaccine on
anyone but wants to offer a venue where people can get information in a comfortable and empowering
setting.
"The goal is to provide an opportunity and a space for people to ask questions," he said.
Combs said it's also an opportunity for public health officials to "rebuild trust" with the Black community.
A third Lincoln-focused event will be Feb. 25 in partnership with Bluestem Health and the New Era
Baptist State Convention of Nebraska.
An Omaha event is set for Feb. 23, and there is one scheduled March 13 with the Grand Island
Multicultural Coalition.
Dannette Smith, CEO of the Department of Health and Human Services, said many of the town halls are
meant to coincide with Black History Month in February.
"I'm looking forward to all these town hall meetings as a way to talk about equity, as a way to talk about
the impact of health care on people of color throughout Nebraska," Smith said during a Facebook Live
session Thursday.
The town halls will be an opportunity to answer questions and educate people in vulnerable communities
about why they should get vaccinated.
"There is some hesitancy to taking the vaccine, and we understand for the minority community that
sometimes that can be very difficult," she said.
Smith, who is Black, noted that she grew up with "folklore" regarding health care and medicine, and one
of the goals of the town halls is to "decrease some of that folklore stuff" for communities of color and
"give you real-time information that makes sense about why you need to take the vaccine."
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Blacks and Hispanics are both about four
times as likely as whites to be hospitalized if they contract a COVID-19 infection, and nearly three times
as likely to die.
Despite those figures, surveys have found that only about a quarter of Black Americans and about one-
third of the Latino community say they plan to get the vaccine.
Brad Meyer, CEO of Bluestem Health, said about 45% of the organization's patients speak a first language
that's not English, making communication sometimes difficult.
He also said that some of the groups it serves have skeptical views of Western medicine, and he's heard
anecdotal evidence that there are many people who don't plan to get vaccinated.
"Our goal is to break down these preconceived notions and try to answer any questions as to why they
feel it's not safe to get the vaccine," Meyer said.
Smith said that once more vaccine is available, the state will work with community partners to ensure
those who are most vulnerable and most in need of it have access.
The Department of Health and Human Services said late Wednesday that it is getting an additional boost
in vaccine supply. Last week, officials said the state would be getting about 16% more vaccine doses for
the next several weeks, but in a news release, the department said it is receiving 21% more this week, for
a total of 30,125 first doses of Pfizer and Moderna vaccine and 25,825 second doses.
It said it also will be receiving an additional 17,500 doses of Pfizer vaccines over the next couple of weeks







that were overallocated to the Federal Pharmacy Program.
As of Thursday, about 134,000 people had signed up on the state's vaccine registration website.
Nebraska so far has been allocated just over 300,000 vaccine doses and had administered 207,000 of
them as of Wednesday, a nearly 70% rate. However, out of the roughly 207,000 doses that the
Department of Health and Human Services has control of, the vaccination rate is closer to 80%, with 90%
of all first doses administered so far.
"We are moving as fast as we possibly can," Smith said.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Nebraska participating in both federal COVID vaccination programs involving
pharmacies
 
Nebraska is participating in both of the available federal programs created to send COVID-19 vaccines to
pharmacies in the state, health officials said Thursday.
Pharmacies participating in the first program, dubbed the Federal Pharmacy Program, already have
vaccinated many residents and staff of Nebraska’s long-term care facilities.
Allocations were made through the program over a six-week period, including four weeks of 11,700 first
doses of the Pfizer vaccine between Dec. 20 and Jan. 16, and four weeks of 11,700 second doses of Pfizer
vaccine between Jan. 3 and Jan. 30, health officials said.
Allocations required for the program were determined by the federal government.
Now that participating pharmacies have completed all first-dose clinics at the facilities and multiple
second-dose clinics, the pharmacies have begun tallying how many doses they have left over, Khalilah
LeGrand, a spokeswoman for the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, said in an email.
Pharmacy chain CVS is returning 5,850 doses to the state this week, and Walgreens will return 11,700
doses over the next two weeks. The doses will be used to vaccinate people in the state’s Phase 1B
category, which includes people ages 65 and older, younger people with high-risk medical conditions and
certain front-line workers who can’t work from home.
State health officials have said the leftover doses, like others the state receives, will be allocated within
the state according to population.
Some observers have criticized the state, suggesting that officials have opted out of some federal
programs that could bring more vaccine to Nebraska.
Douglas County received some of the leftover doses this week, Adi Pour, director of the Douglas County
Health Department, said earlier this week.
Iowa health officials announced Wednesday that the state was making doses left over from the long-
term care initiative available to approximately 32,000 Iowans ages 65 and older. The doses, a one-time
additional allocation, were distributed to a limited number of Walgreens and CVS stores in the state and
will be available by appointment. In western Iowa, appointments were made available at some
Walgreens locations in Pottawattamie and Woodbury Counties.
LeGrand said Nebraska also is participating in the separate federal Retail Pharmacy Program. State
officials are waiting for information from the federal government about what the allocation will be
through that program. The program will bring additional doses to the state.
According to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Retail Pharmacy Program is a
collaboration with 21 national pharmacy partners and independent pharmacy networks. In Nebraska,
pharmacy partners include Walmart and several pharmacy networks and suppliers.
The program, according to CDC, is being implemented incrementally based on available vaccine supply.
As vaccine supply increases over time, the program ultimately will expand to include more than 40,000
pharmacies.
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State health officials have said the state does not plan to ask the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to provide a vaccination site in Nebraska because it would not bring additional allocations of
vaccine into the state and the state is doing well with the number of vaccination sites currently in
operation.
The state health department reported Wednesday that the state is receiving 30,125 first doses of vaccine
this week and 25,825 second doses.
Dannette Smith, the health department’s CEO, said Thursday that the state will hold town hall meetings
across the state in the coming weeks to provide education about vaccines.
During the seven days ending Thursday, Smith said, more than 134,000 Nebraskans had registered for
the vaccine through the state’s vaccination portal, vaccinate.ne.gov.
By Julie Anderson
 


GII: 1,000 seniors vaccinated at Fonner Park drive-thru clinic
 
On Thursday morning, 1.4 inches of snow wasn’t enough to keep 1,000 senior citizens from getting their
initial COVID-19 vaccinations at Fonner Park.
The shots were administered in drive-thru fashion inside the sheep barn at Fonner Park. The recipients
first pulled into the Tom Dinsdale Automotive Cattle Barn to get registered. They then circled around to
get their vaccinations inside the sheep barn.
Most of the recipients were 80 and older, and they were happy to be vaccinated.
“Damn right,” A.J. Haller said after he got his shot. The 82-year-old Grand Island man hasn’t had COVID-
19. His wife, Brenda, registered for him two or three weeks ago, and they got a call this week telling him
when to show up.
His wife hasn’t had her turn yet. “She’s only 68,” Haller said.
Keith and Carol Haussler, who live north of Juniata, were also pleased to get their vaccinations.
Carol, 79, contracted COVID-19 in November. The symptoms never got too bad, but she was cold and
tired for a week. She also didn’t eat much because she was afraid food might make her sick.
Keith, 77, slept in his shop while his wife had the virus, checking on her two or three times a day. He was
comfortable in the shop with a recliner and a wood stove.
Why didn’t he get the virus himself? “Blind luck,” he said.
Recipients said the vaccinations didn’t hurt. “I didn’t even scream,” Keith said.
To celebrate the occasion, the Hausslers headed for Olive Garden after their vaccinations.
Another happy recipient was Gwen Hassler of Grand Island. “I think it’s a great thing,” she said.
Hassler, 82, registered about three weeks ago. “And then my daughter did it again for me. And I think
that helped me,” she said.
Hassler never got COVID-19. “I’m very good about staying home,” she said.
She has a cat named Toby. “And the two of us stay home all day,” she said. “I go to the grocery store and
to church. That’s about all I do.”
Every once in a while, her son-in-law comes in from York to take her to a restaurant.
The senior citizens were glad to get their shots. “They’re very happy people coming through,” said Teresa
Anderson of the Central District Health Department.
The vaccination clinic was put together by CDHD in partnership with Fonner Park and CHI Health St.
Francis.
Initially, organizers planned to hold the clinic in one building, but, on Wednesday, Fonner Park
“generously offered us” the second barn as well, Anderson said.
The two buildings provided plenty of room for social distancing. The indoor locations also allowed the
staff and volunteers to “stay somewhat warm,” Anderson said.



https://vaccinate.ne.gov/





CDHD has set up a tent in its parking lot for both testing and vaccinations. But Fonner Park provides
much more space.
There was no way 1,000 doses could be administered in one day “on our campus,” Anderson said.
The seniors got their first doses at Thursday’s clinic, which was by appointment only. They’ll get their
second shots in three weeks.
Plenty of people were on hand to help in the two barns. Five or six nurses from CHI St. Francis were
joined by nurses from Central District Health, representatives of Wood River Fire and Rescue, the Grand
Island Fire Department and the Community Emergency Response Team. Some of the people helping
were volunteering their time.
Jon Rosenlund, director of emergency management for Grand Island and Hall County, welcomed drivers
as they pulled into the cattle barn.
Nick Lammers of Wood River Fire and Rescue said giving people vaccinations now will help his
department later. Since March, Wood River emergency personnel have taken some COVID-19 patients to
the hospital. “We’ve had our share,” Lammers said.
Lammers, who’s a paramedic, was giving shots Thursday. Also on hand from Wood River Fire and Rescue
was Judy Knecht, an EMT. One of the St. Francis nurses was Vicky English.
The clinic started at 8:30 a.m. and finished by 3:30 p.m.
How quickly did cars cruise through the barns? By 11:30 a.m., 350 people had been vaccinated.
Nurses were reconstituting the Pfizer vaccine in the birthing pavilion inside the sheep barn. Working in
the warmer environment helped them with their manual dexterity. They filled syringes after a sterile
saline solution was mixed with the vaccine.
Among the people reconstituting the vaccine were Julie Brazee of Central City and Kamrie Peterson of
Polk. Both work for Central District Health.
After their vaccinations, recipients were told to wait in the parking lot for 15 minutes to make sure they
didn’t react badly.
This week, CDHD exhausted its list of people 80 and older. So appointments were made Thursday for
some people in their late 70s.
After the Pfizer vaccine is removed from subzero temperatures, it must be used within five days. So
health officials were anxious to use as much of the vaccine as they could.
The flow of Pfizer and Moderna vaccines to Grand Island is starting to increase, “which is really
awesome,” Anderson said.
Plans call for people 70 and older to get their first shots next week, also at Fonner Park. The week after
that, vaccinations may be ready for people 65 and older and those with underlying health conditions.
Two or three vaccination clinics may be held next week at Fonner Park.
To register for a vaccination, visit vaccinate.ne.gov. For assistance, call 833-998-2275.
By Jeff Bahr
 


KETV: Corrections, courts make plea to state leaders to move up in vaccination line
 
DOUGLAS COUNTY, Neb. —
Corrections officials and courthouse employees are urging to the state to consider moving them up the
vaccine line.
Douglas County corrections director Michael Myers said cells are hard to come by in the jail right now.
“There’s times where we've had to house people in our gymnasiums to make room for people,” he said.
Myers said because more serious felony cases are awaiting trial, they're moving people to places they've
never had to before.
"What we've seen is, those serious violent cases start stacking up in the jail which is causing us to be







short on bed space that's acceptable," he said.
Myers says violent offenders must be housed in cells, and not general population, which makes finding
bed space a puzzle.


“We had 20 people sleeping in our court holding, (to make room in cells) which is something that's pretty
much unprecedented for us,” Myers said.
Myers is pleading with the state to move all corrections staff and inmates up in the vaccination line, so
courts can resume, which would move inmates out of the jail.
"As we wait for those (vaccine) opportunities to happen, crimes are still being committed,” he said.
"The key to their (the courts) return to full functionality, to these higher-level cases that have been
delayed, is the vaccination of their staff, and defendants,” Myers said.
“We’ll probably all be vaccinated, be getting our first doses in April, second doses in May, and the courts
are behind us,” he said.


Douglas County Deputy Attorney Brenda Beadle has the same plea to the state.
"Please let us move up on the vaccination list,” she said.
That's because the courts are opening, vaccine or not, and with a monumental goal. The courts
scheduled 83 trials for March.
"Now we're in a position where we have to prep for 83 jury trials, very serious trials. We have to bring
witnesses in, we’re doing depositions,” she said.
Beadle said that forced the prosecutor’s office to throw their safety protocols out to prepare. She said
masks will be worn in the office, but they want to be vaccinated.
Judges explained to Beadle that the trials are stacked, meaning they can move from one to the next if
something comes up. Beadle said that doesn’t alleviate the workload, because attorneys will have to be
prepared in case any docket is called.
“We had to bring everybody back. Which, we had been doing two weeks on, two weeks off (out of the
office) and that was working well, but we didn't have a choice because we had to get ready for 83 jury
trials,” she said.
Beadle said between prosecutors and public defenders, they’d need about 200 vaccines. She
understands the state’s prioritization but hopes courts will be moved up in the list.
"We are frontline, and we are going to have to be in the courtroom dealing with the public, we have over
1000 people coming into the courthouse monthly,” she said.
Beadle said prosecutors will begin preparing, but the caseload is overwhelming to juggle. Plus, there’s
the threat of the virus shutting things down.
"We're going to roll up our sleeved and get to work. We'll see if we can get through any without any
continuances or mistrials because of COVID,” she said.
Both corrections and the courts are hopeful the state will hear their plea.
By Sarah Fili
 


OWH: Omaha Police Department employees getting their first COVID vaccine shots
 
All Omaha Police Department employees are slated to get their first COVID-19 vaccine shots by Monday.
Thursday was the first day that members of the state’s largest law enforcement agency could receive
their initial shot of the Pfizer vaccine.
Clinics will continue Friday and Monday to ensure that anyone in the 1,084-employee department who
wants the shot can get the shot. That total includes 865 full-time sworn officers and 42 part-time sworn
officers plus 147 full-time civilian employees and 30 part-time civilian employees.







Chief Todd Schmaderer, among other officers, got his first dose Thursday.
Lt. Sherie Thomas, a police department spokesperson, said it was important for department employees
to be vaccinated because of their health and “to keep them safe as they work to keep our community
safe.”
“Law enforcement officers have an inherently dangerous job as it is, and the coronavirus adds to that,”
she said in a statement. “We are glad that OPD employees are able to get the vaccine.”
Thomas said that since the beginning of the pandemic, 236 employees, which includes sworn officers and
civilian workers, have tested positive for COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus.
Omaha firefighters, who all are trained EMTs or paramedics, were able to get their first shots in late
December.
Assistant Fire Chief Kathy Bossman said the department is in the midst of the six clinics scheduled to dole
out the second dose, with two clinics left.
When those are finished, roughly two-thirds of the fire department will be fully vaccinated, she said. For
workers who were out of town, had to isolate or initially didn’t choose to get the vaccine, the Douglas
County Health Department has been flexible in allowing those people to get inoculated at other clinics,
Bossman said.
By Alia Conley
 


OWH: Nebraska bill to triple fines against officials who enact, then violate, health measures
draws no support
 
LINCOLN — No one testified Thursday in support of a legislative bill that would triple fines against public
officials who enact mask mandates and other public health measures and then violate them.
The state senator who introduced the proposal, Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, didn’t cite any examples of that
happening in Nebraska, instead calling his Legislative Bill 645 a “proactive” measure against what he
called “egregious oversteps” by local officials during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Jack Cheloha, who lobbies for the City of Omaha, testified against the measure, saying it was probably an
unconstitutional violation of the equal protection clause by enacting a higher penalty for one class or
people. He also said the bill would punish a city clerk, even though they didn’t vote and just documented
the enactment of a health measure.
“The pandemic we’re facing now is unprecedented,” Cheloha told the Legislature’s Health and Human
Services Committee. “The city council has the authority to protect the safety, health and welfare of its
people. They’re all public citizens. They have the obligation to follow (directed health measures) like
everyone else.”
LB 645 calls for tripling the normal fine if a public official violates a directed health measure that they
signed, authorized or enacted. If a criminal offense was committed, the bills calls for enhancing the
offense by the next higher penalty levels. The bill would apply to city, council or local health officials, as
well as the governor, a mayor or city manager.
While Hansen didn’t cite any examples Thursday of missteps by Nebraska officials, the issue of public
officials violating restrictions they signed has come up nationally. A recall effort against California Gov.
Gavin Newson gained steam in November after he was seen dining at a pricey Napa Valley restaurant,
without masks or socially distanced, in violation of restrictions he helped set.
Hansen said that directed health measures have hurt businesses and caused political turmoil.
“When the people who enact these orders don’t abide by them, that is something I cannot tolerate,” the
senator said.
By Paul Hammel
 







LJS: Lancaster County reports 3 more COVID-19 deaths
 
Three more Lancaster County residents have died of coronavirus and an additional 51 county residents
have contracted COVID-19, the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported Thursday.
The Health Department in a news release identified the deceased as two women in their 70s who were
both hospitalized, and a man in his 60s who was at home. 
Their deaths raised the local pandemic death toll to 205, and thus far in the pandemic, 27,009 Lancaster
County residents have contracted COVID-19, according to the Health Department. 
COVID-19 hospitalizations remain comparatively low with 49 patients with the virus in the care of Lincoln
hospitals on Thursday. 
The 49 patients included 36 from Lancaster County and two who were on ventilators, the news release
said. 
Daily hospitalizations have fallen from nearly 100 in late December and early January, according to the
Health Department. 
Statewide, hospitalizations dropped to 278, the lowest figure since October.
By Riley Johnson
 


Hastings Tribune: South Heartland's COVID-19 risk reading dips again as vaccinations
continue
 
The South Heartland Health District’s COVID-19 risk dial reading for this week dropped again within the
“elevated” zone as vaccinations of senior citizens continued.
The risk dial reading, which is updated once per week on Wednesdays, dropped to 2.2 from 2.4 for the
previous week, the district health department said in a news release.
The new reading is toward the low end of the elevated zone, which is color-coded orange and includes
readings of 2-3 on the dial.
The dial, which assesses danger associated with further local spread of the novel coronavirus disease,
COVID-19, is based on various metrics related to movement of the virus in local communities and related
testing, tracing and treatment capacities.
The dial has four zones: Low risk (zero to 1), moderate (1-2), elevated (2-3) and severe (3-4). The South
Heartland reading has bounced around within the orange zone for several recent weeks but now has
dropped for a second consecutive week.
In Wednesday’s news release, Michele Bever, the district health department executive director, credited
the current downward trend in daily tallies of new confirmed cases as a key factor in the risk reading’s
decline.
“The main driver for this drop is the 14-day average of new daily cases, which decreased to 32 per
100,000 for the week ending Jan. 30,” Bever said.
As of Wednesday evening, the 14-day average had dropped to 30 new daily cases per 100,000, according
to South Heartland’s COVID-19 dashboard posted online at www.southheartland.com.
That figure is extrapolated since the total population of the health district — Adams, Webster, Clay and
Nuckolls counties — is only around 45,000.
“Our high was a 14-day average of 118 cases per 100,000 on Nov. 20, and our goal is eight or fewer new
daily cases per 100,000,” Bever said. “We are headed in the right direction.”
Bever said hospital capacity indicators were similar to Wednesday of last week.
According to South Heartland’s hospital capacity dashboard on Wednesday, 45% of intensive care beds in
district hospitals were available for new patients. Nineteen percent of in-patients — seven in all — were
COVID-19-positive, with one needing a ventilator.
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The health district has three hospitals: Mary Lanning Healthcare in Hastings, Brodstone Memorial
Hospital in Superior, and Webster County Community Hospital in Red Cloud.
In another news release Thursday night, Bever announced a total of 30 new COVID-19 cases being
confirmed for Tuesday through Thursday — 15 in Adams County, six in Clay, eight in Nuckolls and one in
Webster.
Meanwhile, injections continue in the health district under terms of the state of Nebraska’s vaccination
plan. South Heartland is in its second week of vaccinations under Phase 1B of the plan, which covers the
general population of senior citizens age 65 and up, plus other adults with underlying high-risk health
conditions and designated categories of essential workers.
On Monday, Bever announced the health department had been told it would receive 800 first doses of
the Moderna vaccine product this week — up by 200 doses from last week — and that about 340 second
doses of Moderna vaccine would be administered in the district this week, as well.
The expected vaccine arrived Tuesday afternoon. By Thursday night, Bever said, 60% of it had gone into
district residents’ arms.
Currently, two vaccine products have been approved for emergency use nationwide: the one produced
by Pfizer and BioNTech and the one by Moderna. Supplies are limited, so a plan for orderly distribution is
necessary.
South Heartland’s main focus at the moment is on vaccinating the senior citizens, with a reverse-age
approach starting with the oldest.
“Ninety percent of this week’s vaccine allotment will be directed toward our elderly who are at highest
risk,” Bever said. “We will again use a small percent of this week’s doses for essential workers such as law
enforcement, fire department personnel, and utilities, as well as some health workers from Phase 1A.”
(Phase 1A, which began when the first Pfizer vaccines arrived in mid-December 2020, was for frontline
health care workers and emergency medical services personnel, as well as for long-term care residents
and employees. Vaccinations for the the long-term care group were coordinated by major pharmacies
through a separate government program.)
South Heartland, which is headquartered in Hastings, is working with health care partners throughout
the district to get the vaccines administered.
“Residents can register to get the vaccine on our website where we have a link to Nebraska’s vaccine
registration system,” Bever said. “You will be notified when it is your turn to schedule an appointment.
Watch the local news media, the health department website and the SHDHD Facebook page for updated
information about the status and timeline of the vaccine distribution process.”
With the health department still relying on weekly allotments of vaccine and the large population of
senior citizens in the South Heartland district, Phase 1B is expected to be a lengthy one.
“We are asking for patience with the vaccine,” Bever said. “Due to limited amounts of vaccine coming to
us each week, it will take many months for everyone who wants the vaccine to get it. If you are in the
current priority group of age 65+, it may still be many weeks before it is your turn.”
Although Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts recently relaxed directed health measures across the state due to
current improvements in COVID-19 metrics, precautions remain critically important to preventing a
resurgence in infections.
“All of these steps we are taking, all the tools we are using to block the spread of the coronavirus, are
working to protect the health care system and to protect our most vulnerable,” Bever said. “We need to
continue doing what’s working. We need to avoid the three Cs: avoid crowded places, avoid close
contact, avoid confined spaces. We need to continue to wear masks that cover our noses and mouths,
we need to stay home when we are sick, we need to disinfect frequently-touched surfaces and objects,
we need to wash our hands, and we need to get the COVID vaccine when it is our turn.”
As of Thursday night, a total of more than 3,100 first doses of vaccine and more than 1,000 second doses







had been administered in the district since mid-December. Those numbers don’t include the vaccinations
delivered at long-term care facilities, which likely number in the hundreds.
By Andy Raun
 


LJS: Nebraska AG joins $573M multistate settlement with company for its role in opioid crisis
 
Nebraska will share in a $573 million settlement with one of the world’s largest consulting firms for its
role in the opioid epidemic.
Nebraska is among 47 states, the District of Columbia and five U.S. territories involved in the settlement
with McKinsey & Co., which resolves investigations into the company’s role in helping opioid companies
promote their drugs, and profiting from the opioid epidemic.
Nebraska will receive $2.6 million over the next five years and will use the money to combat the
epidemic in the state, according to a news release from Attorney General Doug Peterson's office.
This is the first multistate opioid settlement to result in substantial payment to the states to address the
epidemic.
Last year, the Nebraska Legislature enacted the Opioid Prevention and Treatment Act, which requires all
settlement monies from any opioid-related defendants be deposited in an Opioid Recovery Fund and
used for treatment, prevention and law enforcement costs related to the opioid crisis in the state.
The agreement also calls for McKinsey to prepare tens of thousands of its internal documents detailing
its work for OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma and other opioid companies for public disclosure online.
A complaint, filed with the settlement, details how McKinsey advised Purdue on how to maximize profits
from its opioid products, including targeting high-volume opioid prescribers, using specific messaging to
get physicians to prescribe more OxyContin to more patients, and circumventing pharmacy restrictions in
order to deliver high-dose prescriptions, the release said.
By Margaret Reist
 


AP: Nebraska to get $2.59M as part of national opioid settlement
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska will receive $2.59 million over five years as part of a multistate
settlement with a firm that worked with opioid manufacturers to promote addictive painkillers, Attorney
General Doug Peterson said Thursday.
Peterson said Nebraska is part of a coalition of 53 attorneys general who collectively won $573 million in
a settlement with McKinsey & Company, one of the world’s largest consulting firms. The settlement will
be split among 47 states, five U.S. territories and the District of Columbia.
The settlement will be used to address problems caused by opioids in the participating states. It’s the
first multistate opioid settlement to result in a substantial payout to states.
“Today’s filing is a significant action towards Nebraska’s effort to combat the opioid epidemic and to hold
accountable those who are responsible for creating and perpetuating the crisis,” Peterson said in a
statement.
Nebraska lawmakers passed the Opioid Prevention and Treatment Act in 2020, a law that requires all
opioid settlement money received to go into a special fund for treatment, prevention and law
enforcement purposes aimed at the epidemic.
The settlement calls for McKinsey to prepare internal documents detailing its work with Purdue Pharma
and other opioid companies for public disclosure online.
 


OWH: Bill seeks $75M more in funding, which could go to future CHI Health Center upgrades
 







Omaha’s downtown convention center and arena, now 17 years old, may need renovations and new
parking options within the decade, city officials say.
With those future expenses in mind, the city is advocating passage of a proposed legislative bill that
could partially fund facility improvements by doubling the amount of arena financing incentive money
the city can receive to pay off its arena and convention center debt.
Legislative Bill 181, introduced by State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, would amend the Convention
Center Facility Financing Assistance Act to raise the cap of available so-called turnback tax from $75
million to $150 million.
Under the turnback tax mechanism, the state turns back to the City of Omaha 70% of state sales tax from
nearby hotels and sales inside the facility to help pay back the city’s debt on the convention center and
arena. The $291 million facility, opened in 2003, was the first project in Nebraska to make use of the
1999 turnback tax program.
The turnback tax has also been used to build Lincoln’s Pinnacle Bank Arena and the Ralston Arena. A
portion of the money also provides grants for tourism in areas with high concentrations of poverty, youth
violence prevention efforts and community centers in rural communities.
Omaha expects to have received its full $75 million in turnback taxes roughly around the time it pays off
the CHI Health Center in 2027, said Steve Curtiss, the city’s finance director. Around the same time, the
facility could be “in line for major renovations,” Curtiss said.
“We’re getting closer and closer to the cap,” said Jack Cheloha, the city’s lobbyist. “Therefore, we
thought it would be a prudent option in a bill to try to raise that dollar amount.”
By the end of 2019, Omaha had received about $38 million in state turnback taxes.
Over time, those annual payments have increased. The city has received an average of $3.4 million a year
in turnback since 2017, when a different piece of legislation incorporated all hotels within 600 yards of
the facility, up from 200 yards, into the turnback tax mechanism. That change made at least one other
hotel, the Marriott in the Capitol District, eligible.
No specific renovation or parking plans have been proposed for the CHI Health Center. But there long has
been talk of commercial development one day coming to the Lot B parking lot located west of the
convention center between TD Ameritrade Park and the Hilton Omaha hotel.
If the convention center were to lose that parking capacity, the city’s agreement with the Metropolitan
Entertainment and Convention Authority — the group that manages the CHI Health Center — says that
the city must provide at least an equivalent amount of parking spaces.
That could mean construction of a parking garage on the Lot D parking lot north of the CHI Health
Center, said Roger Dixon, MECA’s president and CEO.
“(The city) could use some of this money to do that, if it even gets to that point,” Dixon said.
LB 181 would amend the convention center assistance act to allow parking structures to benefit from the
turnback tax.
Discussions on a potential expansion of the CHI between MECA and Visit Omaha, the city’s convention
and visitors bureau, have included the possibility of expanding meeting space, Dixon said. But it’s
“anybody’s guess” what such an expansion could look like, he said.
Omaha spends about $19 million per year to pay off its arena and convention center debt. Between 2000
and 2019, the city has paid about $263.2 million (in principal and interest) toward the convention center
and arena.
A hearing date on LB 181 had not been set as of Thursday.
Said Linehan of the proposed bill: “I want to help Omaha grow and thrive.”
By Reece Ristau
 


OWH: Victim advocates push bill to extend protection orders in Nebraska from one year to
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LINCOLN — Angie Lauritsen said she and her family lived in constant fear after they took out a protection
order against a person she alleged had physically, mentally and sexually abused her.
The alleged abuser was quickly released on bail after being arrested, she said.
That’s when the stalking began, Lauritsen said, at her home and at her place of employment, even
though a judge had ordered the person not to contact or harass her or her family.
She said sheriff’s deputies responded when she called for help, but the protection order ended after a
year.
“We were on our own,” she said.
On Friday, Lauritsen and other advocates will be supporting a bill that would extend the duration of
protection orders for victims of abuse and harassment from one year to five years. Legislative Bill 118
also would waive the requirement that applications for such orders, and an accompanying affidavit, be
signed in front of a notary public.
State Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, the bill’s main sponsor, said the measure was “first and foremost”
about increasing safety for those in fear and removing unnecessary barriers for getting help.
Often, he and other advocates said, people don’t realize that protection orders expire after a year or that
they can be renewed. And, they said, there’s often reluctance to renew the protection order because it
requires reliving some of the initial trauma, or facing your harasser in court.
Hillary Wasserburger, executive director of a Panhandle program that helps victims of domestic and
sexual abuse, said extending the duration of protection orders to five years would help remove that
trauma.
In her rural area, she said, it’s often hard to find a notary public to verify a protection order filing,
especially now, during the coronavirus pandemic.
Neighboring Colorado allows lifetime protection orders, Wasserburger said, so those who move to
Nebraska are surprised that such orders extend for only a year here. A longer-lasting protection order,
she and other advocates said, would give abuse victims more time to find a safe home and a safe job.
LB 118 is viewed as the next step being taken by advocates for victims of abuse to shore up the state’s
laws on protection orders. Two years ago, they won approval of a law that prevented, in many cases, the
dismissal of an application for such an order without a judge holding a hearing. That came in the wake of
a case in Omaha in which a protection order had been denied without a hearing, and the applicant was
later severely burned in a fire at the family home that authorities have said was set by her husband.
The Legislature’s Judiciary Committee will take testimony Friday morning on the bill.
Opposition to the measure is anticipated. There’s concern about allowing longer-lasting protection
orders without judicial reviews. Family law attorneys also maintain that protection orders are sometimes
used to retaliate against a spouse and don’t require proof of the allegations.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Bill would force ethanol plant near Mead to stop using pesticide-treated seed corn
 
LINCOLN — State lawmakers were urged Wednesday to quickly advance and pass a bill that would force
an ethanol plant near Mead to stop using pesticide-treated seed corn to produce fuel.
Nearby residents have been complaining since 2018, without resolution, about adverse health effects
and potential groundwater contamination from tens of thousands of tons of pesticide-laden corn waste
after the ethanol process at the AltEn plant, a state legislative committee was told.
Former State Sen. Loran Schmit said he was mystified that the state had permitted the facility near Mead
to use excess seed corn, coated in pesticides, to produce ethanol.
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No other ethanol plants have ever been willing to “take a chance” using such contaminated grain, said
Schmit, who championed the ethanol industry in the Legislature in the 1970s and later as a lobbyist.
“It’s important that this practice stop, and the practice stop immediately,” he said.
The AltEn plant has been given a deadline of March 1 by state regulators to remove the grain piles at
their plant.
State Sen. Bruce Bostelman of Brainard, who introduced Legislative Bill 507 to force some action, said the
company has two options: find a licensed landfill that will take the leftover grain, or incinerate it.
Typical ethanol plants, which use field corn, produce leftover “distillers grain” that is a prized cattle feed.
But AltEn’s leftover grain cannot be fed to livestock because of the residual neonicotinoids, which a
representative of the Sierra Club said has been traced to the huge decline in birds worldwide and other
environmental problems.
A representative of AltEn declined to comment Wednesday on the company’s plans to dispose of the
grain. Scott Tingelhoff of AltEn instead sent a corporate statement, issued several days ago, saying the
firm is cooperating with state regulators and is taking environmental concerns “seriously.”
One Mead resident, Jody Weible, said she was concerned that AltEn would go bankrupt, leaving the small
town to clean up the grain piles.
A trade group, Renewable Fuels Nebraska, testified via letter that it supports the idea that ethanol plants
only produce beneficial byproducts.
By Paul Hammel
 


NP Telegraph: State senators urge Game and Parks Commission to relocate closer to western
Nebraska
 
A top Nebraska Game and Parks Commission official wasn’t too keen Thursday on the idea of moving its
state headquarters to Sidney or anywhere outside Lincoln.
A trio of Sidney community leaders were naturally more enthusiastic as state Sens. Steve Erdman of
Bayard and Dan Hughes of Venango presented their separate relocation bills before the Legislature’s
Natural Resources Committee.
Erdman’s Legislative Bill 562 would specifically order Game and Parks by mid-2023 to set up its
headquarters in Sidney — most likely in one or both of the former Cabela’s headquarters buildings.
Hughes’ LB 668 would cast a wider net, requiring the agency to relocate to a county of 10,000 people or
less and at least 200 miles from Omaha or Lincoln. It also would require a move by mid-2023.
Erdman’s testimony on LB 562 partly reflected rural complaints that Game and Parks leaders don’t do
enough to address farm and ranch damage from wildlife or management and facilities at Lake
McConaughy and other western state parks.
Making the agency relocate its base to Sidney “would locate Game and Parks headquarters closer to
where those issues are,” Erdman said.
He and Hughes also emphasized the idea that state government doesn’t have to base all its departments
in Lincoln, particularly with modern technology.
The COVID-19 pandemic, both senators said, has proved that state government can do much of its
business remotely.
Hughes, a Natural Resources Committee member and the panel’s former chairman, said he introduced
LB 668 to encourage lawmakers to think about spreading out state government more broadly so rural
Nebraska communities can benefit from its tax dollars.
“I don’t care where Game and Parks is located as long as it’s outside of Lincoln somewhere,” he told his
colleagues.
“But I think we need to have a philosophical discussion about the money that we spend in state







government and how it’s concentrated in a very small area.”
Sidney’s top two elected leaders, joined by a former Lincoln resident now living there, said they’re set up
well to absorb most or all of Game and Parks’ home-office employees.
Mayor Roger Gallaway and Vice Mayor Bob Olsen said gaining an anchor tenant like Game and Parks
would raise the odds of the high-tech Cabela’s headquarters buildings being sold and reoccupied.
They said Bass Pro Shops, which bought Cabela’s in 2017 after a national hedge fund forced a sale, has
sold the other buildings that once powered the Panhandle-grown “World’s Foremost Outfitter.”
Most of those other buildings have been taken over by a broad range of businesses started or recruited
since the sale to Bass Pro cost Cheyenne County some 2,000 residents.
Brad Sherman, United Parcel Service’s Panhandle operations manager, also cited Sidney’s new high
school and hospital and a shovel-ready housing development — all byproducts of Cabela’s past
investments.
He said he had to “drag my family kicking and screaming” to Sidney in 2007 after living in Lincoln for 25
years. His three children stayed in the Sidney area and have given him three grandchildren, Sherman
said.
Timothy McCoy, Game and Parks’ deputy director, opposed both bills for the geographic distance from
Lincoln they would impose and the disruptions they would create for the headquarters’ 180-some
employees.
Many of them regularly consult or work with other Lincoln-based state agencies and federal and
University of Nebraska-Lincoln researchers, McCoy said.
Add in the careers of Lincoln employees’ spouses, and either bill “would require them to have very
difficult decisions about ‘Do we go or do we stay?’” he said.
Besides, “the bulk of our agency staff are not in our Lincoln office. They are out across the state.”
“It’s the same distance from Sidney to Lincoln that it is from Lincoln to Sidney,” Hughes said during the
morning’s hearing on his bill.
“A lot of people from Lincoln or Omaha think, ‘Oh, that’s too far, I can’t go that far.’ Well, it’s the same
distance. And we’ve got very good roads.”
The state government owns Game and Parks’ two-building Lincoln complex. The buildings are physically
linked, McCoy said, and one was built with federal funds that would have to be repaid if it were totally
vacated.
During the hearing on Erdman’s bill, McCoy came under fire for estimates in the bills’ fiscal notes that
relocating from Lincoln would cost $11.5 million to $14.4 million in annual rent.
Columbus Sen. Mike Moser noted the Sidney trio’s estimate that rent for the Cabela’s office buildings
would be far below the monthly range of $16 to $20 per square foot listed in the bills’ fiscal notes.
“We want to believe our agencies when they come (to) testify before the Legislature,” he told McCoy.
But “when you come in with a rental (figure) that’s 10 times higher than it probably would be, it kind of
calls into question everything you say.”
McCoy countered that the Nebraska Department of Administrative Services had provided the rental
estimates put in LB 562’s and LB 668’s fiscal notes. They were based on a need for 60,000 square feet, he
said.
But when he returned to testify against Hughes’ bill, he apologized because his staff had learned in
between hearings that the $16- to $20-per-square-foot estimate was supposed to be a per-year figure —
not a per-month one.
“I do not like saying this: You were right. There was a screwup,” McCoy told Moser. “It’s 12 times higher
than it should be.”
That would slash Game and Parks’ estimated rent outside Lincoln to between $960,000 and $1.2 million
a year. Most of the agency’s budget is funded by user fees, McCoy said.







By Todd von Kampen
 


AP: Missouri River to remain low headed into spring flood season
 
OMAHA — The amount of water being released into the Missouri River from a key dam on the Nebraska-
South Dakota border will likely remain low this month because conditions remain dry and snowpack
levels are below average throughout the region.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Thursday that it will keep the amount of water flowing out of
Gavins Point Dam at the winter release rate of 17,000 cubic feet per second. That means river levels will
remain low headed into spring.
Officials say it still appears that 2021 will be somewhat drier and only about 89% of the normal amount
of water is expected to flow down the Missouri River. The Corps now estimates that 22.9 million acre
feet of water will flow down the river this year. That is below the average of 25.8 million acre feet.
Currently, less than 80% of the normal level of snow is in the mountains that feed into the Missouri River.
The Corps' John Remus said the system of reservoirs along the river is in good shape to handle runoff this
year while still providing enough water for navigation starting in April and for other uses of the river.
 


NET: 'Take Their Business And Bring It Into Nebraska': Ho-Chunk Inc. CEO Says New Casinos
Will Get Winnebago Tribe On The Right Financial Path
 
The legalization of casino gambling in Nebraska will help the Winnebago Tribe contend and bring back
lost revenue from competing Iowa casinos, the tribe's lead economic developer said. 


"We've been watching somebody eat our lunch for 20 years and not care about us," Ho-Chunk Inc. CEO
Lance Morgan said on NET' News' Speaking of Nebraska. 
The Winnebago Tribe already owns the WinnaVegas Casino in Sloan, Iowa, which is located just across
the Missouri River from Winnebago, Nebraska. The casino -- operated by Ho-Chunk Inc., the economic
development arm of the tribe -- opened in 1992. 
The casino flourished right away, but hasn't been as profitable after Iowa expanded gambling later in the
decade, Morgan said. With the new casino business eminent in the coming years, following Nebraska
voters passing three initiatives last November, Morgan said the added revenue will help put the
Winnebago Tribe on the right financial path.
“We believe in coming full circle," he said. "We're back, and now, we are going to take their business and
bring it into Nebraska."
Under the passed initiatives, casinos in Nebraska must coexist with a horse racing track. Ho-Chunk has
announced it will build casinos at the horse race tracks in South Sioux City, Omaha and Lincoln. The
Columbus race track is determining plans for a casino, and there's is a potential developer in North
Platte, according to the North Platte Area Chamber of Commerce. It is unclear if the race track in
Hastings has plans for a casino. 
Fonner Park in Grand Island will also build a casino, but who operates it is yet to be determined,
said Chris Kotulak, Fonner Park CEO. "We're just trying to do the best thing for Fonner Park, Grand Island
and central Nebraska," he said. 
By Will Bauer
 


OWH Editorial: Dodge County attorney situation should prod Legislature to consider law
change
 
The ongoing series of troubling actions by Dodge County Attorney Oliver Glass raises a question of
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statewide import: Should Nebraska lawmakers set some sort of automatic punishment when an elected
official crosses a threshold of lawbreaking?
Perhaps the state, for example, could establish an automatic recall vote when officials cross a defined
line. Or an automatic prohibition against seeking reelection. Some situations might merit automatic
removal from office.
At present, Nebraska law contains no such required punishment. But when an elected official indulges in
repeated violations of the law, to the point of facing a jail sentence, consideration of some type of
automatic penalty is worthy of serious consideration by lawmakers.
The string of actions by Dodge County Attorney Oliver Glass provides a major example. Glass last week
violated his DUI probation. He spent the weekend in the same jail with offenders he normally prosecutes.
Violating probation in Nebraska usually results in jail time: The prospect of a county attorney sitting in
incarceration — while the deputy county attorney once again subs for him in court due to Glass’s
troubles — is a concerning circumstance.
Perhaps Glass will resign. But if not, this situation calls for review of election law.
Glass suffers from a major alcohol problem, as his own attorney acknowledges. Such an addiction, no
question, is a terrible burden, for the alcoholic and others affected by his actions. The condition deserves
understanding and treatment. But there also comes a point when the individual’s repeated disregard for
responsible behavior warrants a strong response.
In January 2020, a routine probation test found alcohol in Glass’ system. Two months later, he was
arrested for DUI. In that incident, a 911 caller following Glass reported that he was driving slowly,
swerving and hitting curbs on a road on the edge of Fremont. In August, a judge placed him on 15
months’ probation and ordered him to abstain from alcohol. That is the probation Glass violated last
week after he reportedly showed up drunk to pick up his children for his parenting time.
Dodge County residents are also familiar with Glass’s run-ins with Nathan Schany, a Fremont man who
dated Glass’s estranged wife. In March, an inebriated Glass allegedly fired off a long series of abusive
messages at Schany via 10 phone calls and 46 texts. Glass referred to a character in the hit series
“Breaking Bad” getting his head blown off and suggested that he could get all kinds of drugs for Schany.
After Schany drunkenly took an Adderall pill in the wake of that incident and made suicidal comments, he
was hospitalized for six days, finding himself repeatedly without sensible recourse for release. Schany
and his attorney questioned whether Glass had a hand in his hospitalization and his termination from a
job as a delivery driver. Glass adamantly denies both accusations.
Glass was appointed as Dodge County’s top prosecutor in 2011. He was elected in 2014 and reelected in
2018.
Voters in Nebraska have the option, under state law, to recall local elected officials such as the county
attorney. In fact, Nebraska law could not be looser on this question: No specific grounds are required for
mounting a recall.
Should Nebraska law really be so lax as to allow local elected officials to repeatedly violate the law — to
the point the official faces a jail sentence — and stay in office or without a penalty barring his reelection?
It’s a serious question the Legislature must face given what’s happened in Dodge County.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Legislature strengthened protection orders but now there's more to
do
 
One in four domestic violence survivors report experiencing five or more years of abuse. I am one in four.
For years, my father verbally and physically abused me and my mother. By July 2018, the abuse
escalated, and my mother and I were scared for our lives. She sought help through legal action and
applied for a domestic abuse protection order. She outlined our worst fears — deadly violence, including
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the threat of burning down the house. Without any opportunity to state our case before a judge, the
court turned us away and the protection order was denied outright.
And then, in February 2019 — just months later — those long-held fears became our nightmarish reality.
Our abuser set our house on fire and nearly killed us. We were lucky there was snow on the ground to
help put out the flames on my mother’s body, otherwise, she probably would not be here today! Now,
almost two years later, we are still recovering.
My mother is now permanently disabled, has a tracheotomy, scaring and disfiguring over three quarters
of her body. My mother had to learn how to try to talk and walk again. She has several weekly
appointments and 10 specialist doctors for her recovery. More than once I thought I was going to lose
my best friend, my Mother! Now, I take care of her as she waits for more surgeries to help her talk and
walk better. In total, my mother has made it through almost 100 surgeries from this attack.
I have since recovered with some disfigurement and scaring. I received my CNA, CMA, with CPR training
to help care for my mother. We currently have a Go Fund Me page set up, as we’re now trying to get my
mother a walk-in tub to make it easier for her to bathe.
While this was playing out, advocates and policymakers were already at work to make it so no one would
be denied the protection they requested and knew they needed. As my mother laid in a hospital bed
fighting for her life and undergoing operation after operation, state senators debated whether these
cries for help deserved to be heard or whether protection order requests make too much work for the
court system.
Ultimately, the legislation passed, thanks to champions in the Legislature like State Sen. Machaela
Cavanaugh, who introduced the legislation, and State Sen. Robert Hilkemann, who made it his priority bill
for the session. By summer 2019, Legislative Bill 532 was signed into law making it clear that protection
orders could no longer be denied outright, as ours was. And in 2020, virtually no domestic violence
protection orders were denied outright. The law worked for survivors in Douglas County!
Now, advocates are back at work to pass LB 118, introduced by State Sen.Adam Morfeld, to remove
additional barriers that can make seeking a protection order challenging for those experiencing abuse.
As I know too well, the most dangerous time for someone experiencing domestic violence is when the
abuser feels a loss of power of control and the victims are trying to leave. As a community, we must put
in place options for people to safely leave their abuser. Strengthening protection orders and extending
the time they are in place would mean survivors no longer have to reapply for protection and go through
the burden of the reapplication process. This new bill would be easier and more effective for those
asking for help.
Courts can no longer ignore survivors in the quest for protection, but there is more work to be done, and
I refuse to be silenced again if it can help even just one person to avoid the pain and suffering my family
continues to go through. I am one in four. There are more, and they deserve your support through the
passage of LB 118.
Amanda Bohm lives in Omaha.
 


OWH: They’re to be prized
 
Thank you, Omaha World-Herald for holding the Nebraska Legislature, Nebraska HHS and St. Francis
Ministries’ feet to the fire over the miserable contract failure leaving needy children, families and other
small agencies in even more uncertainty. My former boss, the late Rev. Val Peter of Boys Town, was oft-
quoted saying “children are to be prized, not priced.” Seemingly this isn’t part of contract criteria
anymore.
Now, taxpayers have a gun to their collective heads to save incompetence, and kids who are set up to fail
are even more at risk.
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John Melingagio, Omaha
 


OWH: Failure
 
How dare Dannette Smith, CEO of Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services state, “The
Department has never wavered from doing what’s right for children and families in Nebraska” (OWH Jan.
30). You did wrong the minute the contract was signed with St. Francis Ministries! A bid of 60% less than
others didn’t ring any bells that something was wrong? Did she never hear the adage, “You get what you
pay for,” And now Nebraska has signed on to dump more money down a rat hole and it will end up being
more costly than the other bids were.
The taxpayers are only one of the losers in this fiasco. The real losers are the the children and families
that Nebraska DHSS were supposed to care for and protect. They have failed miserably.
Lois Hurd, Grinnell, Iowa
 


LJS Editorial, 2/5: Legislature must also green light sports bets
 
Gambling won big at the polls in November, with nearly two-thirds of Nebraska voters approving the
initiatives to legalize casinos at horse tracks across the state.
As the Nebraska Legislature sets up the regulations for Nebraska’s first casinos, lawmakers would be
remiss to ignore sports betting as a logical extension of the stated goal for gambling revenues: property
tax relief.
Among the handful of gambling-related proposals heard by a legislative committee Monday were two
plans – one bill simply requiring senators’ approval, the other a constitutional amendment that would
need a green light from voters – that would authorize sports wagering in the state.
Whichever plan lawmakers deem best must advance out of committee and through the full Legislature.
Proponents of the successful ballot initiatives hammered home two related points to Nebraska voters:
Nebraskans were paying other states’ taxes for them, and money kept within the state could be used to
reduce the high property tax burden as a result of the state’s insufficient investment in K-12 education.
Indeed, Nebraskans have sent untold billions of dollars across the border to legalized casinos in every
neighboring state but Wyoming. Sports gambling provides another – and rapidly growing – option to help
retain that money, 70% of which will be directed to property tax relief.
Following the Supreme Court’s 2018 ruling that permitted the sports wagering nationwide, only Colorado
and Iowa have implemented it. South Dakota voters also approved the practice in an initiative in
November, but its legislature hasn’t yet passed the needed regulations.
This means Nebraska has a chance to get ahead of the curve in the Midwest and join the roughly half of
states with legalized, regulated sports wagering – a category saw that record growth in 2020 – including
those in which Nebraskans already gamble.
Nearly 20% of the state tax revenue generated by Iowa sports wagering came from casinos within sight
of Omaha's skyline. And the casino that produced the lion’s share of that money did so without offering
mobile betting, which raked in nearly three-quarters of the handle accepted by the 19 state-sanctioned
casinos.
This is money, collected strictly on a voluntary basis from bettors, Nebraska must fight to keep.
It’s not yet clear what kind of long-term budget shortfall Nebraska will face as a result of COVID-19, but
providing tax relief and providing more adequate state aid to public schools – these are inextricably
intertwined – will be key to ensuring the intentions of the voter-approved initiative are met.
And new revenues from casinos will serve an integral role toward meeting these two goals, each of which
is championed by different sides of the aisle.







Accordingly, the Nebraska Legislature must ensure it can meet both aims as it wades into these
uncharted waters – and sports wagering offers another revenue stream that can’t be ignored.
 


LJS Local View: Secret ballots are unconstitutional
 
“The salvation of the state is watchfulness of the citizen," says the inscription carved above the north
doors to the Nebraska state Capitol. It is difficult for the citizens to be watchful of votes taken in secret.
Recently, senators had the opportunity to vote on a rule change designed to hold legislators accountable
to both our Nebraska Constitution and our voters, but it failed miserably (30-19) in our one-house
Legislature. The proposed rule change called for a transparent, roll call vote for the Legislature’s Officers
and Committee Chairpersons, instead of the current “secret ballot” vote.
The Journal Star's recent editorial ("Secret ballots for committee chairs vital for independence,” Jan. 29)
concluded that the Nebraska’s voters’ right to open transparency in all votes is trumped by a majority of
the legislators’ desire for secrecy. This editorial conveniently left out the fact that by holding a secret
vote, the Nebraska State Legislature is in violation of our State Constitution.
Specifically, Article III, Section 11 of the Nebraska Constitution, declares that “the yeas and nays of the
members shall at the desire of any one of them be entered into the journal." In other words, whenever
any Senator calls for a recorded public vote, it happens, for all to see.
Every other vote that the Legislature takes, thankfully, is open and transparent to the public, except for
these crucial votes on officers and chairpersons of committees. All duly elected senators to the Nebraska
Legislature are required to take an oath to uphold our U.S. Constitution and to uphold our Nebraska
State Constitution.
Seems like a reasonable requirement for any publicly elected officer, but currently senators are violating
that oath by allowing the secret voting to continue.
Instead of addressing the issue of our Legislature not complying with our Constitution, a handful of
senators distracted the debate on this rule change by intimating that the proposed rule change was
somehow a conspiracy to “dismantle this Unicameral." They avoided the Constitutional question by
suggesting that this was somehow going to destroy our “officially nonpartisan structure."
On its face, that argument is patently absurd. Having open, transparent votes on leadership positions will
do nothing but strengthen the public trust in the Unicameral.
In Nebraska, George Norris is remembered as the father of Nebraska's unicameral. Reviewing historical
articles about Senator Norris, he repeatedly described secrecy as "the greatest evil of the two-house
legislature." Norris said that all business would be conducted in the open in a unicameral. His principle of
openness is being violated in the Unicameral by secret votes for officers and chairpersons.
If the majority of Legislators desire to have secret votes be constitutional, they should propose a
constitutional amendment and let voters decide if they prefer secrecy over transparency.
Sen. Steve Halloran represents District 33 (Adams County and part of Hall County) in the Nebraska
Legislature. He lives in Hastings.
 


LJS: Sasse says he'll put the Constitution ahead of party politics as state GOP considers
censure
 
As the Nebraska Republican state central committee prepares to consider a motion to censure Sen. Ben
Sasse next week, the GOP senator posted a video Thursday stating that he pledged from the beginning to
"put the Constitution ahead of party politics" and said he will continue to do so.
"My disagreements with President (Donald) Trump have never been personal — they've always been
about my genuine affection for the constitutional order, something every American regardless of party







should share," Sasse said.
While Sasse has not stated whether he would be willing to pledge that he would not vote to convict
Trump following a Senate trial, the senator has said that the president was "derelict in his duty to defend
the Constitution and uphold the rule of law" during last month's insurrection at the Capitol.
Sasse has said the former president "has consistently lied by claiming that he 'won the election by a
landslide' while promoting conspiracy theories."
That criticism has been enough to stir several GOP county organizations to seek a vote to censure Sasse
at the GOP state gathering in Columbus on Feb. 13.
The GOP in Scotts Bluff County, in advocating for censure, sent an open letter to Sasse, calling his actions
in criticizing Trump "a selfish, political ploy."
“Sasse has a record of bashing President Trump,” Kolene Woodward, chair of the Scotts Bluff County
GOP, told the Scottsbluff Star-Herald. “Well, in the movement, Trump didn’t find us; we found him. We
found a voice for our political views, and someone who would actually advance that voice, and Sasse is
going completely against that.
"No matter what Trump does or whatever, going forward, there are 75 million people who want that
voice to continue. Him (Sasse) not representing that is kind of our problem."
Sasse, in a video posting on YouTube, acknowledged that the anger within the state party rests solely on
"me not bending the knee to" Trump.
The former president won 58% of the vote in Nebraska but carried 87 of the state's 93 counties with at
least 67% support.
"As a friend and fellow Republican," Sasse said in a video, "I want to shoot straight: I'm not gonna spend
any time trying to talk you out of another censure."
In 2016, the Nebraska Republican Party censured Sasse for not being supportive enough of Trump.
But four years later, Sasse won a GOP primary contest with a record high vote and then repeated that
success in the general election by receiving more votes than any candidate in Nebraska history.
"We still agree on some big things," Sasse said in his video. "Rule of law, constitutionalism, limited
government, unlimited human potential, extending the American dream to more of our brothers and
sisters.
"We can lead" again, Sasse said, "but only if our party is willing to change."
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Some in Nebraska GOP want to censure Sasse; he slams 'weird worship' of Trump
 
Some Nebraska Republicans are angry enough at Sen. Ben Sasse that they want to formally censure, or
rebuke, him.
Sasse has been one of the few Republicans in a national elected position to harshly criticize former
President Donald Trump.
At least two proposals have come from party officials in western Nebraska to censure Sasse on Feb. 13 at
the Republican State Central Committee meeting in Columbus. Other proposals have come from
individuals.
In a video statement issued Thursday evening, Sasse said the “anger” in the Nebraska Republican Party
has never been about him “violating principle or abandoning conservative policy.”
“I’m one of the most conservative voters in the Senate — the anger’s always been simply about me not
bending the knee to ... one guy,” said Sasse, who won reelection in November.
“Jan. 6 is gonna leave a scar. For 220 years, one of the most beautiful things about America has been our
peaceful transfer of power,” Sasse said. “But what Americans saw three weeks ago was ugly — shameful
mob violence to disrupt a constitutionally mandated meeting of Congress to affirm that peaceful transfer
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of power.”
Sasse, in a high-turnout election last fall, set a record for the number of votes received by a federal
office-seeker in Nebraska, lapping his closest competitor, Omaha baker Chris Janicek, a Democrat. Sasse
did this despite being heard on an audio clip sharply criticizing Trump.
Hitchcock County Republican leader Bruce Desautels wrote in a 13-point resolution that the remarks and
actions of Sasse over at least several months deserve censure by the Central Committee.
The Scotts Bluff County Republican Party has also submitted such a proposal to the central committee,
said Ryan Hamilton, executive director of the Nebraska GOP. Eight of 156 committee members have also
submitted their own proposals, Hamilton said.
Sasse said that “something has definitely changed over the last four years,” but that it isn’t him.
“Personality cults aren’t conservative, conspiracy theories aren’t conservative, lying that an election has
been stolen isn’t conservative, acting like politics is a religion isn’t conservative,” he said.
Hamilton said the state party office has been deluged by hundreds and even “thousands” of phone calls,
texts, emails and Facebook messages expressing frustration with Sasse.
Dan Welch of Omaha, chairman of the Nebraska GOP, said that if there are numerous proposals to
censure Sasse, they will probably be consolidated into one and then debated at the meeting.
“I don’t know how I’m going to vote,” he said.
Welch said negative comments and votes made by Sasse, and the fact that some came right before the
election, disappointed him.
Hamilton said Sasse has been invited to the meeting in Columbus. A Sasse spokesman said Trump’s
impeachment trial is expected to run through that date, which would make appearing at the meeting
“very difficult.”
Among other things, the Hitchcock County resolution says Sasse rejected the notion that impeaching a
private citizen is unconstitutional; accused Trump of inciting a riot at the U.S. Capitol; said Trump has lied
to the American people and that lies have consequences; said Trump mistreats women, dallies with
white supremacy, secretly mocks evangelicals and “kisses dictators’ butts;” and is “indifferent” to voter
fraud claims made by Trump and followers.
Sasse said the state party can censure him again, as happened in May 2016 for not being “supportive
enough of Donald Trump,” but it needs to be clear about why.
“It’s because I still believe (as you used to) that politics is not about the weird worship of one dude,”
Sasse said. “The party could purge Trump-skeptics, but I’d like to convince you that not only is this ‘civic
cancer’ for the nation, but it’s also terrible for our party.”
By Rick Ruggles and Jessica Wade
 


AP: Biden team pitches US on big virus aid as Senate starts work
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As senators launched an all-night session Thursday to lay groundwork for
President Joe Biden's $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief package, the White House is increasingly focused on
selling the plan directly to voters.
Biden's administration has done 60-plus interviews with national TV and radio shows. There have been
spots on local TV news and briefings last week with more than 50 groups, including General Motors,
Meals on Wheels America and Planned Parenthood. One of the main goals is to stop people from getting
bogged down in the tangle of partisan deal-making and convince them that every penny of the “go big”
package is needed.
“The public is not getting caught up in process — what they want is results,” said Cedric Richmond, the
White House director of public engagement. “People these days are not worried about the inside-the-
Beltway terminology. They’re looking at who’s doing what to help.”
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The president told Democratic lawmakers that he views the package's proposal for $1,400 direct
payments to individuals as a foundational promise to voters. It represents a strategic bet by the White
House that voters will suspend their partisan beliefs to evaluate the plan and support its massive scope.
Biden has suggested he may be flexible on the $1.9 trillion topline figure for the plan and on ways to
more narrowly target who gets direct payments. But the $1,400 amount — on top of $600 in payments
approved in December — appears to be nonnegotiable.
"I’m not going to start my administration by breaking a promise to the American people,” he said.
On Capitol Hill, Democrats were on track Thursday to approve a budget resolution that will pave the way
for eventually passing the aid package on a party-line vote by Democrats, with or without bipartisan
support from Republicans.
Senators were poised for an all-night session to consider amendments that could define the contours of
the eventual bill. One from Sens. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., and Susan Collins, R-Maine, would prevent
“upper-income” taxpayers from qualifying for Biden’s proposed $1,400 direct payments and it passed 99-
1. No income level was specified.
Vice President Kamala Harris was in attendance, able to cast a tie-breaking vote, if needed, in the
chamber that is evenly divided 50-50. A White House aide said the goal is to provide an open and
bipartisan debate.
The goal is approval by March deadlines for expiring jobless benefits and other aid.
The Biden package comes after $4 trillion in rescue spending that cushioned the financial blow from the
pandemic but did little to stop the disease. It includes politically divisive provisions such as a $15 hourly
minimum wage and $350 billion in aid for state and local governments. Ten Republican senators
countered with a $618 billion package, one-third of what Biden is offering.
Biden entered the presidency with Americans generally hopeful about his ability to fight the pandemic
and guide the economy. About three-quarters said they have at least some confidence in his ability to
handle the coronavirus, while roughly two-thirds had at least some confidence in his economic
leadership, according to a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
Most Americans still see the need for government stimulus. A survey released Wednesday by Quinnipiac
University found 68% of U.S. adults support Biden’s stimulus package and 24% oppose it. But Republicans
are divided on the measure, with 47% opposed and 37% favoring it. Nearly all Democrats backed the
plan.
Based on his interactions, Richmond sees these elements of the package as the most popular: the direct
payments, the $160 billion for widespread vaccinations, food and nutrition assistance for struggling
Americans, and the push to halve the child poverty rate through tax credits and other benefits.
But even Republicans who are supportive of some kind of aid are telling their voters Biden's plan is too
expensive — and it's possible people could be turned off if they think stimulus dollars are being wasted.
The group of GOP senators behind the counterproposal told Biden in a letter Thursday that they had
significant questions about the “size and scope” of his plan given how much Congress already has
allocated and the more than $60 billion in emergency assistance they said states and districts have yet to
spend on public schools.
Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, told KUTV in Salt Lake City that aid to state and local governments, a
particular sticking point for Republicans, should be based on “actual need, as opposed to a simple
blanket payment of billions of dollars, which in many cases would represent a windfall." But Romney also
stepped toward bipartisanship Thursday by proposing payments of at least $3,000 per child to families,
though they would be paid for in part by cutting other government programs and tax credits that are
targeted toward families.
Republicans are betting Biden will pay a price politically if he doesn't take a bipartisan tack. By contrast,
Democrats hope Republicans will pay a price if voters don't see them engaging with the fullness of the



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fbiden-618-billion-coronavirus-aid-a96acb5c835de5bffec28dbdbce5cd4e&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C2773816933794971776108d8c9e39161%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637481326543950456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nV3%2FOUYUFqllCBxOq14bbXOrJykht9IlhVQQ5ZY2qgg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fap-norc-poll-americans-biden-confidence-8b5b95c85f7bff1cf71e21e4b71a2a88&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C2773816933794971776108d8c9e39161%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637481326543950456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=F3I0snCxn5I9fa38Bdmn57sPsGU0K3eQYBy1bo0O7jE%3D&reserved=0





crisis.
The White House can point to at least one Republican who considers Biden’s plan essential: Jeff Williams,
the mayor of Arlington, Texas. Williams knows there could be a partisan backlash to supporting Biden’s
plan. But, on the merits, the term-limited mayor sees no alternative.
The city is gearing up for property tax assessments, and estimates are that revenues could drop 10%,
largely because commercial real estate has taken a severe hit as offices, restaurants and hotels have
emptied. Williams said he believes Republicans ultimately want to help, too, even if they choke on the
high price tag.
“It’s the right thing to do,” he said. “The gist of this is that you always have those extremists that are
there, but most of our Republicans have been supportive of getting fiscal assistance to cities. They can’t
come up with that dollar amount.”
The United States has lost roughly 10 million jobs because of the pandemic, and the Congressional
Budget Office estimates that without additional aid, the jobs won't return in full until 2024. The Census
Bureau estimates 1 in 8 households with children lacks sufficient food.
But the picture is also complicated. The Penn Wharton Budget Model found in a report released
Wednesday that 73% of the $1,400 stimulus checks would go into savings, meaning there would be
limited growth in consumer spending, which helps propel the economy.
 


AP: J&J asks US regulators to OK its one-shot COVID-19 vaccine
 
Johnson & Johnson asked U.S. regulators Thursday to clear the world’s first single-dose COVID-19
vaccine, an easier-to-use option that could boost scarce supplies.
J&J’s vaccine was safe and offered strong protection against moderate to severe COVID-19, according
to preliminary results from a massive international study.
It didn’t appear quite as strong as two-dose competitors made by Pfizer and Moderna -- a finding that
may be more perception than reality, given differences in how each was tested.
But the Food and Drug Administration is asking its independent advisers to publicly debate all the data
behind the single-dose shot -- just like its competitors were put under the microscope -- before it decides
whether to green light a third vaccine option in the U.S. The panel will meet Feb. 26.
Dr. Peter Marks, FDA’s vaccine chief, has cautioned against making comparisons before the evidence is
all in.
“With so much need to get this pandemic under control, I think we can’t ignore any tool in the tool
chest,” he told the American Medical Association last week. “We will have to do our best to try to make
sure that we find the populations that benefit the most from each of these vaccines and deploy them in a
very thoughtful manner.”
WHAT THE NUMBERS SHOW
Overall, the single-dose vaccine was 66% effective at preventing moderate to severe COVID-19,
according to early findings from a study of 44,000 people in the U.S., Latin America and South Africa.
But it was 85% protective against the most serious symptoms — and starting 28 days after their shot,
researchers found no one who got the vaccine needed hospitalization or died.
WEAKER BUT STILL FIGHTS MUTATING VIRUS
The one-dose option worked better in the U.S. — 72% effective against moderate to severe COVID-19 —
compared with 66% in Latin America and 57% in South Africa, where a more contagious mutant virus is
spreading.
Scientists have been looking for real-world evidence about how vaccines work as the world races to stay
ahead of the rapidly mutating virus, and welcomed the news that the J&J option — while weaker — did
still offer protection.
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OTHER OPTIONS
In large U.S. studies, two doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines proved 95% protective against any
symptomatic COVID-19.
But those studies were finished before the record virus surges of recent months and the appearance of
the worrisome mutants, meaning such testing might not turn out the same if repeated today.
J&J also is studying a two-dose version of its vaccine, but results won’t be available for several more
months.
THE SUPPLY
J&J said it would have some vaccine ready to ship if the FDA allows emergency use of the shot, but it
didn’t reveal how much. The pharmaceutical giant said it expects to supply 100 million doses to the U.S.
by the end of June.
It expects to file a similar application with European regulators soon.
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NCN: Beef producers take on fake meat
KETV: 3,000 vulnerable Nebraskans wait years for services, advocates say the list is growing
NET: Pandemic-Inspired Easing Of Alcohol, Telehealth Regulations Advance
KETV: Troubled female youth will soon be housed in Hastings facility
KLKN: Health officials ask public to wait their turn, avoid ‘vaccine tourism’
WOWT: OneWorld gearing up to vaccinate thousands of meatpackers in Douglas County
KLKN: Smaller vaccination clinics focus on minority groups
KMTV: Nebraska senators consider additional $5 million in state funding to local health departments
 
Governor
WJAG: Ricketts gives legislative update on various key topics
OWH: Nebraska legislative panel votes to sets aside $115 million for prison overcrowding
CPR News: MeatOut, Or Meat In? Governor’s Declaration Ignites Carnivorous Culture War
Colorado Sun: Colorado ranchers already had beef with Jared Polis. Then came “MeatOut Day.”
AP: Nebraska bill to permanently allow carry-out booze advances
Norfolk DN: Marijuana amendment sparks controversy in Legislature
NCN: Medical marijuana gets public hearing in Lincoln
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Brownfield Ag News: NE Governor Highlights E30 Study as Emissions Solution
GII: UNL study: E30 doesn’t cut fuel efficiency or damage vehicles
NP Telegraph: DMV services like fleet renewal, title issuance, now available online
Neb Farmer: Complaint alleges environmental violations by AltEn
WOWT: Nebraska ranks No. 6 on U.S. News & World ‘Best States’ report
Daily Kos: Nebraska Republican considers giving up swingy House seat to run for governor
Norfolk DN: Ricketts discusses ethanol, vaccines and DMV services
 
Coronavirus
AP: Nebraska confirms more cases of virus variants in the state
LJS: Lancaster County could move into next phase soon, health director says
OWH: COVID vaccinations for people ages 50 to 64 could begin in April in Douglas County
 
Legislature
OWH: Nebraska could end sales tax on water bills, income tax on Social Security benefits
LJS: Gas companies describe 'ballistic' price increases to lawmakers
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Troubled ethanol plant near Mead has begun charring contaminated waste seed corn
LJS: Judge rules former meatpacking workers lack standing to sue Hastings plant
OWH: NSAA considering measures to combat rise of racist slurs in Nebraska high school sports
NET: Prescribed Prairie Fires In Flint Hills Come With Ag Benefits And Dirty Air
LJS: Camping World still coming to Lincoln, but Sidney plans on hold
OWH: Financial missteps by Sarpy County treasurer led to missed school tax payments, audit says
Kearney Hub: Hemp crop ‘too hot’ for new Pleasanton plant
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Nebraska must take new strides to protect financially vulnerable seniors
OWH Editorial: Fever for big spending, tax cuts carries dangers for Nebraska government
OWH Midlands Voices: Moving forward with Keystone XL pipeline is in the U.S. national interest
OWH Public Pulse


1.       The right balance
2.       The larger loss
3.       Painful history
4.       Language policing
5.       No place for anger
6.       Outrage, intolerance
7.       Role of public health
8.       Legalization is needed
9.       Get the time right
10.   St. Vincent De Paul


LJS Editorial, 3/10: Champs not only winners in state tourneys
LJS Local View: Deferred maintenance plan builds for NU's future
LJS Letters


1.       Focus on fixing roads we have
2.       State failing on Mead pollution


 







National/Federal
AP: Pentagon approves extending Guard deployment at Capitol
AP: Arkansas governor signs near-total abortion ban into law
 


WJAG: Ricketts gives legislative update on various key topics
 
LINCOLN - This year’s Nebraska Legislative session is about a third of the way through with a number
of key topics still on the table.
Governor Pete Ricketts tells News Talk WJAG, a budget has been introduced that will keep the
growth of government to about 1.5 percent on average over the course of the next two years.
"That will allow us to deliver significant amounts of property tax relief. I've proposed over $1.36
billion between our homestead exemption act, the property tax credit relief fund and LB 1107 which
was passed last year that will allow us to take the growth of revenues and put it into property tax
relief. So a significant amount of property tax relief is in that budget."
Ricketts said they also just got an update to the state’s revenue forecast which takes it up $462
million over the course of the next three years.
He said senators are looking at modernizing the income and sales tax base which is important, but
whatever changes are made can’t raise taxes on people as that would defeat the purpose of a
modernization effort.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


OWH: Nebraska legislative panel votes to sets aside $115 million for prison overcrowding
 
LINCOLN — A key legislative panel decided Tuesday to take a wait-and-see position on Gov. Pete
Ricketts’ plan to build a $230 million prison.
The Appropriations Committee voted to set aside $115 million in its emerging budget plan “for the
purpose of reducing prison overcrowding.” But members did not actually appropriate the money,
which means it cannot be spent.
State Sen. John Stinner of Gering, the committee chairman, said the move gives the state more time
to determine the best course of action on its prisons, including time to get the results of a planned
study of criminal justice reforms. The money will be held in the state’s capital construction fund.
“We acknowledge there has to be something done with prison overcrowding,” he said.
Nebraska has the second-most overcrowded prison system in the country, with facilities currently
holding about 1,800 more inmates than the system’s design capacity of 3,535.
Ricketts and state Corrections Director Scott Frakes have argued for building a new 1,600-bed prison
to address the overcrowding and replace the aging State Penitentiary in Lincoln.
But Appropriations Committee members have been skeptical about the plan, which would be one of
the most expensive state construction projects in history, and would require an additional $34
million a year to operate.
On Tuesday, Sens. Tony Vargas of Omaha and Anna Wishart of Lincoln sought assurances that
putting aside money equal to the first two years of a four-year project would not tempt the
administration to “buy a shovel” or otherwise move forward on a construction process. Wishart said
the results of the study could end up pointing to less costly solutions.
State officials from all three branches of government announced last month that they would seek a
federal grant for a “data-driven” study of reforms that could help the state maintain public safety







while avoiding the high cost of incarceration.
Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, the Judiciary Committee chairman, was key in bringing officials
together to make the grant request. On Tuesday, he said he was not surprised at the Appropriations
Committee’s action, calling it understandable.
During the same meeting, the budget-writing committee voted to put several million dollars’ worth
of other items into the budget package, including $10 million to help Gage County pay off a federal
court judgment won by the Beatrice Six.
The $28.1 million in damages was awarded to six people who spent a combined 75 years in prison
after being wrongfully convicted of a 1985 murder. Gage County has increased its property tax levy
to the maximum level and imposed a sales tax to pay off the judgment, but the county still owes
$16.8 million.
Sen. Myron Dorn of Adams had introduced Legislative Bill 103, seeking $2 million a year to help out
the county. On Tuesday, Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard proposed to increase the amount to $5 million
a year, with the requirement that Gage County keep its levy at the maximum until the damages are
paid. The committee voted unanimously to advance the bill with the higher amount.
Among other items approved Tuesday were: 2% annual increases in the payment rates for health
and human services providers, a $5 million earmark of wildlife conservation money to reimburse
farmers for damage caused by wildlife, an additional $5 million a year to help entrepreneurs and
startup companies with growth potential, $25 million to help nonprofit organizations revive
construction projects that were interrupted by the pandemic and $1 million a year to serve people
waiting for developmental disability services.
By Martha Stoddard
 


CPR News: MeatOut, Or Meat In? Governor’s Declaration Ignites Carnivorous Culture
War
 
Steak will be on the menu in conservative strongholds across Colorado on March 20, thanks to a
proclamation from the governor’s office urging just the opposite.
Late last month, word started to get out that Gov. Jared Polis has proclaimed the 20th as MeatOut
Day. The day, which was started in 1985 by the Farm Animals Rights Movement, is meant to
encourage non-vegetarians to consider moving toward a plant-based diet.
When asked about the designation, Conor Cahill, the governor’s spokesman, said the office “gets
hundreds of requests for proclamations throughout the year and rarely declines these non-binding
ceremonial proclamations that get auto-penned by the Governor.”
Polis himself eats meat, although his fiance, first gentleman Marlon Reis, is a vegan and animal rights
advocate.
While the declaration has no binding impact on what Coloradans choose to eat on the 20th, the
suggestion that the governor would elevate an effort to get people to say goodbye to beef, if only
for a day, quickly rankled Colorado’s ranching sector and its defenders. 
The Colorado Cattlemen’s Association responded by urging people to celebrate a “Meat In” on the
20th. “On this day, CCA encourages Colorado to meet in a restaurant and order your favorite meat
dish, meet your family and friends for a meal featuring meat!” states the group’s announcement.
Already, numerous conservative groups — and Weld County’s Board of Commissioners — have
answered that call, pledging to hold cookouts heavy on the animal protein. Nebraska Gov. Pete
Ricketts issued his own proclamation, declaring March 20 “Meat on the Menu” day for his state.
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The backlash doesn’t surprise CU professor Heide Bruckner, whose research involves the
intersections of food and identity.
“Meat has always been politicized and meat-eating tied to a lot of perceptions of American identity
and masculinity, especially here in the American West,” she said.
Bruckner favors the idea of a MeatOut Day, as a way to introduce people to the idea that they can
reduce the amount of meat in their diet without becoming a full vegetarian.
“There is a large area in between that all-or-nothing approach that we really should explore,” she
said. “Realistically, one day isn’t radically going to shift perception, change behaviors or reduce meat
consumption. But I do believe it can provide an opening for some to consider the role that meat
plays in their diet.”
The governor’s office notes that Polis issues numerous proclamations each year celebrating the
state’s agricultural sector, including Colorado Ag Day, Farm Bureau Day, and Rocky Ford Cantaloupe
Day. 
But that has not stopped the criticism. 
After word of the proclamation got out, several state Senators spoke out against MeatOut Day on
the chamber floor.
“For our governor to say that we should have a meat-free day is the last straw. It's just one more
attack against my county,” said Republican state Sen. Barbara Kirkmeyer of Weld County. “Standing
up for agriculture in this state is extremely important. It is the No. 2 economic driver in this state.”
While most of the opposition has come from conservative critics, Democratic state Sen. Rhonda
Fields of Aurora also declared MeatOut Day a tone deaf move, noting that many of her constituents
live in food deserts, where nutritious vegetarian options aren’t available.
“When I drive down Colfax coming from Aurora, I see people begging every day for food. And they’re
not saying, ‘I want a carrot.’ They’re asking for a dollar or two or some change so they can feed
themselves,” said Fields. “There is an issue as it relates to food insecurity in the state of Colorado.
We don’t have the luxury in this COVID-19 environment to say, ‘we have a holiday where you can’t
eat meat.’ It might be a good idea, but I think it’s the wrong approach.”
By Megan Verlee
 


Colorado Sun: Colorado ranchers already had beef with Jared Polis. Then came
“MeatOut Day.”
 
LIMON — When Kelsey Pope watches her kids doing after-school chores, scattering hay for some of
the 1,200 head of Red Angus cattle on their high plains farm, a beef-bashing proclamation from a
governor 70 miles away doesn’t feel like a distant nuisance. 
Colorado’s official embrace of “MeatOut Day” on March 20 feels like a personal attack. 
“This is not the first time I would say that he has stepped on agriculture,” Pope said of the governor.
Her family has raised beef cattle on River Bend Ranch for 40 years. Colorado cattle ranchers were
already mad at the governor.
“We’re just kind of tired of it,” she said. “And we want to say, ‘Hey, this is who we are. This is what
we do.'”
The classic farmer-townie clash, coming in a cancel-culture era when America is taking sides on
everything from food to celebrities to Dr. Seuss books, is another sign rural folks feel not just ignored
but assaulted by urbanites. And it draws a dividing line between celebrating one kind of food versus
trashing another.
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“It almost feels like food has become a front line for the politicization of deeper issues,” said Dawn
Thilmany McFadden, a professor of agriculture and resource economics at Colorado State University
and co-director of CSU’s Regional Economic Development Institute. “Everything that’s feeling
polarized about the world is now emanating through food values and food discussions.” 
The backlash against “MeatOut Day” was instant, fierce, and viral. And it hasn’t subsided.
Gov. Jared Polis first stepped in the beef controversy two years ago when he suggested the state
should open a fake-meat factory and then chomped on an Impossible burger while chatting in his
office with a political columnist. To smooth things over, he then ate a real beef patty at a National
Western Stock Show barbecue put on by the Colorado Cattlemen’s Association. 
Then came the wolves. 
The livestock industry wanted Polis to condemn the ballot measure Coloradans passed last year to
reintroduce wolves into the state. The measure was narrowly approved, thanks to support from
Denver voters and other cities far from where the newly placed wolves will actually roam and,
ranchers fear, feast on their cattle. The governor didn’t take a stand either way and then directed
Colorado Parks and Wildlife to expedite the reintroduction plan, though the wildlife commission
opted instead for a slower approach.
So when Polis signed a proclamation promoted by animal rights activists designating March 20 as
“MeatOut Day,” the state’s ranching community revolted. 
Within hours, or maybe minutes, there was a counterplan for “Meat In Day.” A Facebook post from
Greg Brophy, an Eastern Plains farmer and former Republican state senator, has 2,800 shares and
counting: ““Polis wants March 20 to be a meat-free day. It’s your duty to eat bacon, burgers and
steak for each meal that day.”
In Collbran, a ranching community outside of Grand Junction, the local Cattlewomen’s Association
announced a beef-eating party and contest — restaurants will serve steaks and burgers that night,
and anyone who posts a photo of their family eating beef for dinner gets entered in a prize drawing. 
In Limon, Pope and her family picked apart the “MeatOut” proclamation and fumed over the
perceived slandering of their stewardship in seemingly every word. 
“Why our entire industry is fired up this time is because we’re fighting so much misinformation,”
Pope said. Lean beef is part of a healthy diet. Ranch animals are not treated with violence. Cattle
thrive on high-desert grazing land unsuited for anything else. “There’s so much in that proclamation
that is just not true.” 
In Buena Vista, a bull sale previously scheduled for March 20 is morphing into an eat-meat event,
with free burgers for the town. 
And on his Chaffee County ranch, Ken McMurry piled up a stack of round hay bales along U.S. 285
and spray-painted a message to anyone who passes by: “Eat Beef Every Day.” But it includes one
date as most important of all: “3/20/21.”
McMurry, who runs about 450 head of cattle for his cow-calf operation, took a break from calving to
talk politics with a reporter last week. The fourth-generation rancher who is hoping his youngest
daughter will continue the family business is fed up with what he sees as antagonism against the
livestock industry from the Democratic governor. 
“For a governor to call out an industry and make it an anti-day is just wrong,” McMurry said. “If it
had been a pro-vegetarian day, those of us who grow cows probably would have bristled. But this?
How about an anti-vape day or an anti-smoke marijuana day?”
The farming and ranching industry feels the larger public perception of what’s vital to Colorado is
warped. The media spends enormous time and space on the marijuana economy, for
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example, which last year accounted for $2.2 billion in legal sales. 
Cattle sales from ranches and feedlots, even before processing into higher-value products,
amounted to $4 billion for Colorado’s economy in 2017. Beef is raised in nearly every county of the
state. Weld County and its feedlots consistently rank in the top 10 agricultural sales counties for the
entire nation, CSU’s McFadden said.
The MeatOut proclamation names a host of reasons not to eat meat, including that it’s bad for your
health and that cattle contribute to global warming. 
“It strikes us that he is not just indifferent and tone deaf, but I think hostile to the livestock industry,”
said Brophy, the former state senator who grows corn and melons. “This is the third strike.”
MeatOut Day invented by national animal rights group
The great “MeatOut” was invented in 1985 by the national group FARM, or Farm Animal Rights
Movement, based in Washington, D.C. The group has been writing the proclamation for years, then
pitching it to states and cities across the country. 
This year, Colorado was the only state that bit. 
“This is the most controversy that’s ever been stirred,” said Eric Lindstrom, the group’s executive
director. And while the attention has been most welcome, Lindstorm worries that no other governor
will ever want to proclaim “MeatOut Day” again.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, watching the controversy unfold in neighboring Colorado, proclaimed
March 20 as “Meat On The Menu Day,” erasing any possible doubt on Nebraska’s official stance on
beef. The Republican governor mentioned Polis’ proclamation in his news release. 
What’s curious is that U.S. Sen. John Hickenlooper signed a similar “MeatOut” proclamation back in
2011 when he was Colorado’s governor — without controversy. Ranchers say they don’t even
remember it and maybe never heard about it because they weren’t on Twitter and Facebook back
then. 
The strong backlash also might be due to a particularly rough year, economically and politically, for
rural Coloradans. And they’re at a breaking point with Polis, who they felt gave a less-than-
enthusiastic welcome to the industry during his inaugural Governor’s Forum on Colorado
Agriculture. 
Add to the list the Polis’ appointment last summer of ardent animal rights activist Ellen Kessler, who
has criticized 4-H clubs, to the State Board of Veterinary Medicine, which regulates and licenses
veterinarians. Ranchers told The Colorado Sun they protested to Polis’ agriculture Agriculture
Commissioner Kate Greenberg, but it didn’t change the outcome. 
After the appointment in July, the agricultural news outlet The Fence Post, published a photo from
Kessler’s Facebook page depicting her side-hugging the governor’s partner and fiance, First
Gentleman Marlon Reis, who is a vegan and speaks out regularly on animal rights matters. 
Ranchers who dislike the governor’s policies have questioned whether Reis has too much influence.
But Reis isn’t responsible for “MeatOut Day,” according to FARM, which dispatched one of its
activists from Boulder to make the pitch to the governor’s office. Marlon “had no involvement
whatsoever,” Lindstrom said. 
But Lindstrom concedes he has no idea if the governor himself reads all the proclamations and
decides which to sign. 
Controversy is publicity, and FARM is thrilled with how worked up Coloradans are over a proposed
no-meat day.
The day is planned to coincide with spring, when people are thinking about lifestyle changes. “You
stop and think about what you’re eating,” Lindstrom said. “I completely understand the plight and
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the difference of opinions that are raging over MeatOut Day. At the same time, I just have to give it
up for the governor.”
“Having the state of Colorado is a very proud moment for us.”
It’s only a proclamation, not a new state holiday
Polis declined an interview request for this story, but the message from his administration was
simple: Calm down everyone, it’s only a proclamation. 
Besides, the governor eats meat and has joked that he would win against anyone in a brisket
contest. He went to Fort Morgan last week as workers at Colorado meat-packing plants received the
coronavirus vaccine, and afterward, the governor’s Instagram account showed him clutching a thick
steak. 
Polis’ press secretary Conor Cahill released a statement saying the governor’s office rarely declines
any of the hundreds of requests it receives throughout the year for “nonbinding, ceremonial
proclamations that get autopenned by the governor.” Among other days proclaimed by Polis:
Agriculture Day, Colorado Farm Bureau Day and Truck Driver Appreciation Day.
And the governor’s agricultural commissioner wrote an explanation published in various newspapers
trying to quell the outrage.
The proclamation does not create a new state holiday, Greenberg noted, and said she and Polis have
worked since “day one” to open up new business from Taiwan to Mexico for the state’s agriculture
producers. The administration also put agricultural workers on the state’s coronavirus vaccine
priority list. 
“The livestock industry is an essential part of Colorado’s past, present and future,” Greenberg wrote.
“No proclamation will change that.”
The whole dustup comes at an unfortunate time for Polis, amid a cattle-centered power play
involving the National Western Stock Show. 
When coronavirus restrictions canceled the annual stock show in Denver, the party moved to
Oklahoma in the form of the Cattlemen’s Congress. Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt, speaking at the
event, poked at Colorado, accusing the state of putting the livestock industry in danger, and noted
that Oklahoma was “so proud to get it done.” 
“In Oklahoma, we’re always going to fight for the ag community and this way of life,” he said,
according to media reports. And Oklahoma officials are now encouraging big names like Angus and
Hereford to move their national shows to Oklahoma for good. 
In response, Polis and ag commissioner Greenburg wrote a letter praising the agriculture community
as “the cornerstone and foundation of our state.” 
“My administration has done everything possible to successfully keep agriculture open for business
through the toughest of times because we understand that agriculture is Colorado. We are also
steadfastly committed to the future of agriculture.”
The proclamation is only a “pro forma exercise,” but one that’s poorly timed, said Shawn Martini,
vice president of advocacy for the Colorado Farm Bureau.
“Neighboring states are seizing on the Polis administration’s perceived lack of support for traditional
agriculture, doing all they can to woo away significant parts of the show,” he said.
“The crap end of the stick”
Yuma rancher Kenny Rogers, incoming president of the Colorado Livestock Association, put it plainly.
“We’ve been feeling like we’re on the crap end of the stick,” he said. “Why do you just keep poking
us?”
Rogers said he asked the agricultural commissioner for help on the wolf reintroduction bill but got



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fp%2FCMDIPyLFZff%2F%3Figshid%3D1a10e3nx3dvy3&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ca55fed3f9e4b4be0353008d8e3cf7f4e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637509827644608309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FXlIds7kSo20wNkEIYf9y72TcUebUqMmsFlIoc%2FRbMc%3D&reserved=0





nowhere. Rogers asked Greenberg for help again when Polis nominated animal rights activist Kessler
to the veterinary board. He recalls telling her, “I would strongly urge you to march into the
governor’s office and say, ‘With all due respect, this is not a good idea and I urge you to reconsider.’”
The day of the “MeatOut” proclamation, ranchers across the state began calling, texting and
emailing Rogers asking what they could do to protest. “My social media blew up. My email blew up.
It’s continuing. It hasn’t died down too much,” he said. “A lot of rural folks finally just said enough.
We’re nice people. We typically don’t react. But it’s finally a tipping point with many and they just
feel like they have to do something.” 
“It’s just been one thing after another, after another, after another.”
The sentiment goes far beyond one anti-meat day, he said.
“Some of this divide we’re seeing, it’s not Democrat versus Republican — it’s urban versus rural,”
Rogers said. “It’s deeper than politics. It’s one more thing that you are trying to cram down our
throats.”
Lynne Sherrod, who owns a cow-calf operation in Collbran, said, too, that the current outcry goes
much deeper than a rancher rift with Polis. 
“It’s really an urban-rural divide,” she said. “I don’t think there is a conspiracy against us or that
people hate us. I think there is a lack of understanding. People don’t understand our lifestyle and our
culture.” 
On her Mesa County ranch, with mountains in the distance, Sherrod feels forgotten by urban
Colorado, so much an afterthought that Denver residents seem shocked or dismissive when ranchers
get angry. “We all seem to rise from the dust and it takes people by surprise,” she said. “We tend to
not speak up enough.”
“I don’t care what people eat,” Sherrod said. “It’s a free country. I would never denigrate anybody
for how they live their life or what they choose to eat.” 
What she can’t stand is the misinformation about the livestock industry that’s shared on social
media and mentioned in the proclamation. Cattle emit only a small fraction of the methane gas
that’s contributing to climate change, but Sherrod sees numerous posts online that make it seem
otherwise. 
“Agriculture is the second-largest contributor to the state’s economy,” she said. “The fact that he
doesn’t understand or appreciate that more is disappointing for all of us.” 
Can’t we all eat in peace?
CSU’s McFadden grew up on a farm herself, with meat at every meal, and doesn’t understand the
urge to criticize one source of nutrition in order to elevate another. Why not just pick days to
promote the positive side of all of Colorado’s rich food heritage, she wonders. It makes more sense
for the state’s economy, and certainly would turn down the heat on culture wars.
Even if people want to promote vegetarianism, they could spotlight Colorado products that have
made farmers a living long before lab-grown meat substitutes came along, McFadden noted.
Previously popular vegetarian burgers, sausage patties and meat-like crumbles are made from
Colorado farm economy staples like black beans, quinoa and millet. Even mushrooms grown indoors
at a massive facility in the San Luis Valley. 
“We can all kind of play together nicely in the same pool,” she said. “Anything that makes it so we
can keep more of our food dollars here in the state, for a whole realm of foods people are buying.
That’s great, too, right?”
The either-or mentality grinds on Limon rancher Pope, too. Why not promote all the choices at
once? Pope went to Kansas State University with vegetarians, has friends who are allergic to certain
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meats, and others who say they don’t want to eat something that was alive. All fine with her. 
What Pope loves to do with those friends, and through a group of volunteer farm women called
CommonGround Colorado, is explain how cattle on her ranch are making something valuable from
land that can’t grow other crops besides shortgrass.
“And that’s why cattle are so awesome,” Pope said. “They produce protein from plants, it’s really
their superpower. That’s a great way to utilize and be sustainable. And that’s an ‘ah-ha!’ moment for
people. Like, OK, I get what you do.” 
Ranchers who are fully aware of their impact on the state economy are baffled by a supposedly
business-minded governor like Polis agreeing to insult a key agricultural industry. That it may have
been done by autopen makes it worse, not better. 
Beef is by far Colorado’s most lucrative export. And the ag industry consistently vies with tourism as
the second-largest sector of Colorado’s economy, behind No. 1 oil and gas. 
As Kelsey and Ronny Pope unroll a massive bale of hay for 75 heifers who will start birthing cows in
about six weeks, wind towers generating electricity for Front Range cities twirl on the horizon
bracketing the ranch to the north and south. 
As their son, Chisum, and niece, Maelle Frasier, ignore warnings not to dip their boots in the water
tank, the Popes tick off a list of things they wish people knew about raising cattle for beef: 
Friends of prairie dogs in the city save the critters from development and drive out to release them
on ranches. The prairie dogs compete with the cattle in grass consumption, and leave dirt potholes
across the pastures. 
The snowstorm about to hit metro Denver will leave desperately-needed moisture on the ranch, but
will also send pregnant heifers in search of any hillside lee for shelter from the blizzard. 
When the calves do come, gray wolves that have migrated to northwest Colorado from Wyoming
may stalk the young animals on their friends’ mountain ranches, and coyotes will circle River Bend
waiting for their own chance. Each time the coyotes take a Red Angus calf — and they always get
some — it is a loss of $1,000 in potential income for the ranch.
Pardon farm and ranch country, always on alert to threats, for being sensitive even to seemingly
empty gestures, Kelsey Pope said. 
After one of Polis’ previous missteps, she said, “they brought him out and he ate a beef burger, and I
think that made everybody happy.
“But then,” she said, “here we are, back again.”
By Michael Booth and Jennifer Brown
 


AP: Nebraska bill to permanently allow carry-out booze advances
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — An emergency order that lets Nebraska restaurants offer carry-out alcohol
could become a permanent state law under a measure lawmakers advanced Tuesday.
The proposal builds off of Gov. Pete Ricketts’ temporary executive order to try to help restaurants
during the coronavirus pandemic. The policy has proven popular because it allows restaurant
customers to order cocktails and other mixed drinks with their to-go orders.
Under the measure, drinks could only be sold in a sealed, tamper-evident container and not partially
consumed.
Sen. Suzanne Geist, the bill’s sponsor, said she introduced it to help local businesses recover some of
the revenue they lost due to government-mandated social distancing restrictions. The bill could still
be tweaked to address concerns raised by some senators.
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The bill would also allow licensed farm wineries, microbreweries and micro-distilleries to sell alcohol
at farmers’ markets.
Other provisions of the bill would lower taxes for certain types of ready-to-drink cocktails, raising
concerns about binge drinking.
Two additional votes are required to pass the bill and send it to Ricketts.
 


Norfolk DN: Marijuana amendment sparks controversy in Legislature
 
LINCOLN — Marijuana legalization continues to face hurdles from bill language technicalities and
fiercely opposed law enforcement. However, this has not stopped Nebraska state senators from
introducing marijuana bills during this legislative session.
Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha has proposed a constitutional amendment to place legalization of
recreational marijuana use on the November 2022 general election ballot. If Nebraskans vote to
approve, the Legislature would form and enact laws regulating the sale of marijuana for those 21
years old and older.
“This is not saying whether you endorse recreational marijuana or not, you’re saying let the people
decide,” Wayne said. “It gives a chance for the voters to decide whether we should legalize
marijuana for those who are 21 years and older.”
On Feb. 19, the Judiciary Committee heard testimony of LR2CA relating to marijuana
decriminalization and recreational use.
Wayne has previously worked with Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln and Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln
to push medical marijuana legislation. Wishart and Morfeld, co-chairs of Nebraskans for Medical
Marijuana, are longtime proponents of medical marijuana legislation.
In July 2020, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana collected more than 182,000 signatures to put
medical marijuana on the 2020 election ballot, despite COVID-19-related obstacles.
Wishart has said the petition drive indicates overwhelming statewide support for medical marijuana.
However, the Nebraska Supreme Court ruled 5-2 that the ballot issue violated a single-subject
requirement for a constitutional amendment, and the bill was disqualified. During this legislative
session, Wishart introduced LB474 in another attempt to legalize medical marijuana.
Arizona, Montana, New Jersey and neighboring South Dakota voted to legalize marijuana last
election. On Nov. 3, 54% of South Dakota voters approved a constitutional amendment that legalizes
recreational and medical marijuana. Similar to the Nebraska Supreme Court case, a circuit judge
later found that the amendment violated the single-subject rule. Sponsors of the measure will file an
appeal with the South Dakota Supreme Court.
Undeterred by these past setbacks for marijuana legislation, Wayne said “it’s time to go
recreational.”
“It’s going to happen sooner or later; the feds are moving in that direction,” he said. “I think it’s
better for Nebraska businesses and Nebraska people to be involved in the process and start the
businesses in Nebraska versus from the conglomerates coming in and taking over.”
Joe Nigro, speaking on behalf of the Nebraska Criminal Defense Attorneys Association, supported
LR2CA. Nigro said the resolution is an important step in ending the “failed war on drugs” that
originated during former President Richard Nixon’s administration.
“This has been particularly devastating on people of color. Nowhere is this more apparent than with
marijuana,” Nigro said during the hearing. “Besides the consequences of criminal penalties for
possession, conviction can affect eligibility for federal student loans, federal housing and loss of







immigration status.”
According to a study conducted by the ACLU of Nebraska in 2018, Black people were three times
more likely to be arrested for marijuana possession in Nebraska even though Black and White people
use marijuana at similar rates.
Opponents included Dr. Gary Anthone, chief medical officer for the Nebraska Department of Health
and Human Services Division of Public Health. Anthone said there needs to be more scientific
evidence on how the active ingredient in marijuana, THC, affects human development and U.S. Food
and Drug Administration approval before legalizing this drug.
“Permitting marijuana use for any purpose poses an increased risk to the health and safety of
Nebraskans by exposing them to a drug that does not meet the strict standards set by the U.S. FDA,”
he said.
Gov. Pete Ricketts is also a vocal opponent of legalizing marijuana in Nebraska. In a Feb. 23 press
statement, Ricketts compared the marijuana industry to “Big Tobacco” and urged Nebraskans “to be
steadfast in resisting their tactics.”
“Nebraskans have common sense and instinctively understand how this dangerous drug could harm
our youth, our communities, and our economy,” Ricketts said. “While popular media has tried to
reframe how the public thinks about marijuana, it’s important to understand the health
consequences and dangers of this drug."
By Madeleine Grant
 


NCN: Medical marijuana gets public hearing in Lincoln
 
LINCOLN, Neb. -- Unable to ask voters to legalize medical marijuana last November, a move is in the
works for an up or down vote in the Legislature in the next few months.
A dozen lawmakers, led by State Senator Anna Wishart of Lincoln, back a legalization bill that will be
the subject of a public hearing Wednesday at the state capitol.
A 2020 petition drive making medical marijuana the law of the land in Nebraska, as it is in 34 other
states, grabbed 190 thousand signatures, more than enough to make the ballot.
But a legal fight over the wording on the ballot found the case going all the way to the Nebraska
Supreme Court, which ruled against the measure keeping it from the voters.
Among those opposed to medical marijuana are Husker football legend, Coach Tom Osborne and
Governor Pete Ricketts. Both see it opening the door to recreational marijuana.
One of Osborne’s former players, Grant Wistrom, is expected to speak on behalf of legalization.
Wistrom recently co-authored an editorial in the Lincoln Journal Star criticizing Ricketts’ stance on
the issue.
 


Brownfield Ag News: NE Governor Highlights E30 Study as Emissions Solution
 
A recent study by the University of Nebraska says E-30 fuel would produce less carbon and be more
cost effective than E-15.  
Nebraska Ethanol Board Administrator Roger Berry says if 10 percent of non-flex fuel vehicles in
Nebraska moved to E-30, ethanol consumption would increase by nearly 19 million gallons a year
decreasing CO2 emissions by 64 thousand tons per year. 
“Our nation faces a very crucial task of lowering greenhouse gasses in our atmosphere,” Berry said.
“It is critical that we immediately start reducing the greenhouse emissions from our transportation







sector.”
The study says the two blends showed a ‘nearly identical’ cost per mile. The researchers estimate
that E-30 would cost 2.5 percent less per gallon which Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts says would
boost corn demand. 
“This is something where people, by using ethanol, can save money at the pump, help clean up the
environment,” he said. “And, of course, this is great for our farmers and ranchers as 35 percent of
our corn crop goes into ethanol.”
Renewable Fuels CEO Geoff Cooper says the study demonstrates the benefits of higher ethanol
blends and RFA will continue to advocate for optimizing vehicles to burn higher ethanol fuels.  
The yearlong study tested 50 vehicles ranging from six- to eight-years-old by splitting them between
E-15 and E-30 and driving for more than 300,000 miles.
By Will Robinson
 


GII: UNL study: E30 doesn’t cut fuel efficiency or damage vehicles
 
A University of Nebraska-Lincoln E30 demonstration project reported great news for the Nebraska
ethanol industry this week.
The project found that E30, a fuel blend of 70% gasoline and 30% ethanol, is safe for long-term use
in non-flex fuel vehicles.
UNL conducted the project with the support of the Nebraska Department of Administrative Services.
Gov. Pete Ricketts announced its results Monday.
Ricketts said the study will be a “great aid as we advocate for growing the volume of E30 in our
nation’s fuel supply.”
With 25 ethanol plants in Nebraska, ethanol production is a value-added industry, using 35% of the
corn grown in the state. Nebraska is the nation’s second-leading ethanol producing state behind
Iowa. State ethanol plants have the annual capacity to produce more than 2.2 billion gallons.
The purpose of the UNL project was to examine the effect of higher ethanol blends on fuel efficiency
and vehicle engine performance.
“There has been inconsistent messaging that using higher blends of ethanol reduces the fuel
efficiency or wears down parts,” said Adil Alsiyabi, the primary UNL researcher of the E30
demonstration.
Alsiyabi said the project’s results show that is not true.
Under current Environmental Protection Agency guidelines, only flex-fuel vehicles can use ethanol
blends higher than E15. Auto manufacturers typically advise against use of more than 10% ethanol in
their non-flex-fuel vehicles. The ethanol industry’s hope is that the UNL research project and similar
projects can convince the federal government and auto manufacturers to change their guidelines.
Most ethanol in Nebraska is sold in a 10% blend, though stations, such as Bosselman’s Pump &
Pantry, sell several different ethanol blends to consumers, including E15 and E85. Gasoline with
ethanol is usually 20 cents to 30 cents cheaper per gallon than a straight blend of gasoline.
“I am encouraged that we now have hard facts that show E30 can safely be used in vehicles other
than flex fuels,” said Roger Berry, Nebraska Ethanol Board administrator.
According to Growth Energy, a national ethanol organization, if the U.S. transitioned from E10 to
E15, greenhouse gas emissions would be lowered by 17.62 million tons per year, which is the
equivalent of removing approximately 3.85 million vehicles from the road.
The more the amount of ethanol in the blend is increased, the more its use will decrease harmful







emissions.
It took a long time for the ethanol industry to convince the EPA to allow use of E15 in non-flex-fuel
vehicles, but that finally happened in May 2019. Then it took some time for gas stations to adapt
their pumps to be able to sell E15. It is taking more time to get the driving public to use E15 because
of the misinformation campaign supported by the oil industry.
The EPA’s name says its purpose is to protect the environment. So it should be seeking out ways to
do that. Ethanol has been proven to be a major part of protecting our environment.
The Biden administration should now take the next step to approve E30 for general use. That will be
good news for our nation’s corn growers, the ethanol industry and the environment.
 


NP Telegraph: DMV services like fleet renewal, title issuance, now available online
 
LINCOLN — The Department of Motor Vehicles launched three new services in 2020 that will help
customers save time and save money: Fleet Renewal Services, Dealer eServices and Real-time SR22
Submission.
Gov. Pete Ricketts highlighted the new services at a press briefing Monday.
“These new services demonstrate the ongoing effort of my administration to create more efficient
and effective customer-focused state government,” Ricketts said. “This is another example of
government working collaboratively with our industry partners to provide modern, innovative, and
convenient ways to do business in Nebraska.”
Fleet Renewal Services allows for business that maintain a fleet of vehicles to monitor and renew
registrations for their fleet’s vehicles online.
Previously, businesses had to either mail or personally visit every county treasurer where a vehicle
was registered.
For example, some Nebraska businesses may have hundreds of vehicles that do business in dozens
of counties, leading to thousands of transactions.
Now, those registrations can be renewed in a single monthly transaction.
Dealer eServices gives automobile dealers the ability to request a title issuance electronically at the
time of sale, instead of needing to mail a county treasurer or have the purchaser complete the
process themselves.
This saves dealers, purchasers, county treasurers, and customers time and prevents errors and
delays in issuing a vehicle title.
Real-time SR22 Submission allows insurance companies to file a SR22 document electronically,
either through an overnight or real time process for less than the cost of a stamp.
A SR22 is a document that insurance companies provide to the DMV when a driver is seeking to
reinstate a suspended or revoked driver’s license.
Previously, insurance companies typically mailed this document, increasing the amount of time and
cost of reinstating a driver’s license.
“These new services now give customers and various industry partners more convenient and cost-
saving options when doing business with the DMV,” said Rhonda Lahm, director of the Nebraska
DMV. “These new services are completely online and allow what were once complex processes to be
completed with a few clicks.”
These new online services were developed in partnership with the state’s e-government service
provider, NIC Nebraska.
The Nebraska DMV has an encompassing suite of online services including driver license renewal,







registration renewal, and more at dmv.nebraska.gov/services.
 


Neb Farmer: Complaint alleges environmental violations by AltEn
 
On March 1, Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson filed a complaint in the District Court of
Saunders County, alleging environmental violations by AltEn LLC, which operates an ethanol plant at
Mead, Neb.
The complaint alleges violations of the Nebraska Environmental Protection Act (NEPA); violations of
the Integrated Solid Waste Management Act; and multiple violations of permit conditions, including
violations of an order from the director of the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy.
The attorney general was joined in a press conference by Gov. Pete Ricketts and Jim Macy, director
of NDEE, to discuss the court filing and to answer questions regarding concerns surrounding the
Mead plant. 
In a statement received by Nebraska Farmer from AltEn on March 5 regarding the attorney general’s
actions, the company said, “AltEn takes the lawsuit seriously. Regardless of the filing of the lawsuit
though, AltEn desires to do what it can to cooperate with the State to the extent resources
are available to address concerns properly. AltEn does not wish to litigate the pending claims in the
press.”
AltEn originally was permitted to produce ethanol using field corn as its primary feedstock. The
attorney general’s complaint alleges that AltEn was using discarded treated seed corn, rather than
normal field corn, to produce ethanol. In 2019, the Department of Agriculture determined the
treated seed corn produced distillers grains containing pesticides. Since then, AltEn has been
prevented from land-applying the distillers grains as a soil conditioner.
The company’s alleged use of treated seed corn for ethanol production has also produced
contaminated wastewater, according to a March 1 news release from the attorney general’s office.
The release noted that on March 1, AltEn had significant stockpiles of contaminated distillers grains
and was operating its three wastewater lagoons at improperly high levels.
NDEE has ordered AltEn to dispose of all of the contaminated distillers grains and address the
contaminated wastewater. The complaint alleges AltEn failed to do so. The complaint also accuses
AltEn of missing deadlines and failing to complete actions required by NDEE to fix the environmental
problems at the facility.
The complaint filed by the attorney general seeks proper disposal of the contaminated byproducts
(distillers grains and wastewater); compliance with state statutes, their permit conditions and the
order of the director; and civil penalties (NEPA authorizes $10,000 per day per violation, subject to
the court’s discretion).
NDEE created a webpage for updates related to cleanup and sampling activities at the AltEn plant
at dee.ne.gov. The attorney general’s complaint and other NDEE press releases regarding AltEn can
be accessed from that page.
By Curt Arens
 


WOWT: Nebraska ranks No. 6 on U.S. News & World ‘Best States’ report
 
OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) - The Cornhusker state has jumped up three spots since 2019 for the 2021
“Best State” rankings from U.S. News & World Report.
Nebraska was ranked No. 9 in education, No. 6 in infrastructure, No. 10 in opportunity, and No. 6 in
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environment rankings.
“This is Nebraska’s highest ranking in recent years in the ‘Best States’ report,” Gov. Pete Ricketts
said. “We are helping to set the bar in key areas such as infrastructure, affordability, and how we
conserve our natural resources. As we emerge from the pandemic, Nebraska is positioned to grow
back stronger and better than ever before.”
In 2019, the state was ranked at No. 9 for best state.
By Taleisha Newbill
 


Daily Kos: Nebraska Republican considers giving up swingy House seat to run for
governor
 
Rep. Don Bacon, who is one of just nine House Republicans to represent a Biden district, confirmed
to the Omaha World-Herald over the weekend that he was considering running to succeed termed-
out Republican Pete Ricketts as governor of Nebraska. Bacon, who previously served in the Air Force
as a brigadier general, said he would “be very cautious” as he mulls whether to run statewide, but he
did not give a timeline for when he’d decide.
Republicans have held Nebraska’s governorship since the 1998 elections, and that streak is likely to
continue no matter who wins next year’s primary. The bigger consequence of a Bacon statewide
campaign, though, would likely be in the battle for the House. The Omaha-based 2nd District swung
from 48-46 Trump to 52-46 Biden last year, but Bacon ran far ahead of the ticket and won his third
term 51-46.
It also remains to be seen if Republican mapmakers will get the chance to gerrymander Nebraska’s
congressional map to ensure that they can easily hold the 2nd District with or without Bacon. That’s
because Nebraska's unicameral legislature, which is formally nonpartisan but run by the GOP, offers
lawmakers with an uncommonly strong filibuster. Republicans weren't able to win the two-thirds
majority it would need to overcome a Democratic filibuster aimed at stopping new maps (a job that
would then likely fall to the courts), but the GOP retains the ability to end the filibuster rule with a
simple majority.
By Jeff Singer
 


Norfolk DN: Ricketts discusses ethanol, vaccines and DMV services
 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts addressed a number of topics during a press conference Monday
morning.
E-30 fuel tested
Nebraska began an E-30 fuel demonstration project in 2019.
As part of the project, the state worked with the EPA to use E-30 in conventional, state-owned
vehicles to find out what effect the fuel would have on non-flex fuel vehicles, Ricketts said.
In the test, 26 vehicles used E-10 or E-15 fuel, while 24 used E-30, said Rajib Saha, a professor at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The vehicles were monitored for one year.
“We haven’t found any negative impact on any of our vehicles,” Saha said.
This could be good for Nebraska’s economy and the environment, Ricketts said, as 35% of the state’s
corn crop currently goes to ethanol production and wider use of E-30 fuel would reduce carbon
emissions.
“Higher blends of ethanol help clean up the environment,” Ricketts said.
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Roger Berry of the Nebraska Ethanol Board said the study could help convince automakers to design
vehicles to use E-30 fuel.
Auto companies have the ability to make engines that are optimized to run on E-30, Berry said. But
before these go into production, they need to know that current vehicles can run effectively on E-30,
as the study suggested.
E-30 fuel is cheaper than E-15 by 5 cents per gallon, Berry said. So it also would save drivers money
at the pump.
The possible increase in ethanol production could boost the state’s economy as well, Berry said.
“It would be huge to the state of Nebraska and the entire corn belt and the entire nation,” he said.
“When agriculture’s doing well, the whole state is doing well.”
While increased ethanol production would mean more carbon emissions from plants, there are
solutions to that problem, Berry said.
“There are very easy ways to collect that carbon dioxide,” Berry said. “We’re excited about the
opportunities that are coming to make ethanol even more green than it is today.”
One plant in Nebraska is already capturing carbon dioxide, Berry said. That carbon goes to the
production of dry ice.
Vaccinations continue
Nebraska has delivered more than 519,000 doses of the vaccine, with 90,000 vaccinated from Feb.
28 to March 6 alone, Ricketts said.
According to new CDC guidelines, people who have been vaccinated can meet together inside
without masks.
Ricketts clarified that it takes 14 days for immunity to kick in after being fully vaccinated. After that, a
person would not have to quarantine after being exposed to someone with virus.
So far, more than 200,000 Nebraskans have signed up to get the vaccine. That’s roughly 1 in 6
Nebraskans age 16 or older, Ricketts said.
On Monday there were 142 hospitalizations for COVID, Ricketts said.
“We have robust hospital capacity,” he said.
DMV expands online services
The Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles has added a number of new online services.
These include:
— E-Fleet service: Businesses with 25 or more vehicles may register them with the state at one place
online, even if they are registered in different counties. Previously, businesses had to either mail or
personally visit every county treasurer where a vehicle was registered.
— Dealer E-Services: Dealers and insurance companies may issue vehicle titles electronically, instead
of needing to mail to a county treasurer or have the purchaser complete the process themselves.
This saves dealers, purchasers, county treasurers and customers time and prevents errors and delays
in issuing a vehicle title.
— SR-22 electronic submission: Insurance agencies may submit information online, where it is
updated in real time. An SR22 is a document that insurance companies provide to the DMV when a
driver is seeking to reinstate a suspended or revoked driver’s license. Previously, insurance
companies typically mailed this document, increasing the amount of time and cost of reinstating a
driver’s license.
These new online services were developed in partnership with the state’s e-government service
provider, NIC Nebraska.
“These new services demonstrate the ongoing effort of my administration to create more efficient







and effective customer-focused state government,” Ricketts said. “This is another example of
government working collaboratively with our industry partners to provide modern, innovative, and
convenient ways to do business in Nebraska.”
By Cole Bauer
 


AP: Nebraska confirms more cases of virus variants in the state
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska health officials continue to identify more cases of different variants
of the coronavirus in the state.
The state said Monday that five cases of the variant first identified in the United Kingdom and 14
cases of a variant first identified in California have now been confirmed in Nebraska. Both of those
variants of the virus are believed to be more easily transmitted than the original coronavirus but less
is known about the California variant.
State officials said they expect to receive 82,430 doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines this week
but no additional doses of the new Johnson & Johnson vaccine as that company works to ramp up
production. That may lead to a small drop in the number of people vaccinated in the state this week
after officials vaccinated 90,461 people across Nebraska last week.
The state says 519,857 doses of the vaccines have now been administered, and 12% of the state’s
population has received their required shots.
There have now been 203,279 cases of the virus and 2,113 deaths in the state since the pandemic
began a year ago.
The seven-day rolling average of daily new cases in Nebraska remains low, but it has risen over the
past two weeks from 244.71 new cases per day on Feb. 21 to 311.14 new cases per day on Sunday.
 


LJS: Lancaster County could move into next phase soon, health director says
 
Lancaster County residents ages 50 to 64 could begin receiving COVID-19 vaccine in the next month,
as the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department works through the 65-plus age group, Health
Director Pat Lopez said Tuesday. 
She estimated the department could wrap up the Phase 1B groups in the next four weeks. 
Also Tuesday, the Health Department announced it would extend the current local directed health
measure restrictions, which include a mask mandate, by one month to April 12. 
The Health Department held its largest vaccination clinic yet at Pinnacle Bank Arena on Monday
when more than 8,000 residents 65 and older received vaccines, Lopez said. 
A second clinic for residents 65 and older, along with some educators, will be at Speedway Sports
Complex on Friday, she said. A second-dose clinic for residents 73 and older will be Thursday.
The Health Department held a second clinic for educators at Lincoln North Star High School on
Tuesday. Lopez estimates about 15,000 educators still need vaccinations. 
It may be early April before the county moves fully into Phase 2A, the 50-64 age group, unless
vaccine allotment changes. Lopez noted the next shipment of the one-dose Johnson & Johnson
vaccine will not arrive until later this month.
The Health Department continues working to provide clinics that target vulnerable populations, and
later this week hopes to hold another clinic with Bryan Health for residents with serious health
concerns, she said. 
About 130 mostly older residents received vaccines at a clinic hosted by the Asian Community







Center on Tuesday, which marked the first in a series of clinics planned to increase vaccine access for
racial and ethnic minorities in the city. 
"We are prioritizing efficiency as well as equity," Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said during the
city's weekly virus news conference. 
A clinic seeking to serve Black residents will be conducted at Mount Zion Baptist Church, 3301 N.
56th St., on March 29, the Rev. Tremaine Combs said. 
Meanwhile, the Health Department's COVID-19 risk dial will remain in mid-yellow for the fourth
straight week as indicators such as average daily cases and hospitalizations remain steady, Lopez
said. 
Tuesday marked the 11th straight day the county has not recorded a coronavirus death, so the local
pandemic death toll remains at 221. 
Lancaster County confirmed 66 new coronavirus cases Tuesday for a total of 28,608, and Lincoln
hospitals cared for only 25 COVID-19 patients, the lowest since August. 
The hospitalizations included 14 Lancaster County residents and one patient who was on a
ventilator. 
"Vaccinating our most vulnerable residents is keeping people out of the hospital and saving lives,"
Gaylor Baird said. 
Statewide, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported that 13.2% of the
state's adults had been fully vaccinated as of Monday.
While Lancaster County is looking to move into Phase 2A of vaccinations next month, some health
districts are expected to make that move over the coming weeks.
By Riley Johnson
 


OWH: COVID vaccinations for people ages 50 to 64 could begin in April in Douglas
County
 
Douglas County hopes to begin offering COVID vaccinations to people ages 50 to 64 by April 1, the
county’s public health director said Tuesday.
Adi Pour told the Douglas County Board that the push to vaccinate older people, health care workers
and educators is going well enough that the county expects to be ready soon to move on to the next
younger age groups.
She said the county will begin offering the vaccines to the 50-to-64-year-old age group in five-year
increments. Pour did not give a breakdown of possible dates for people in those five-year subsets.
“Things are moving forward pretty quickly,” Pour said.
The county has been allotting 90% of its doses from the state to people 65 and older; 10% has gone
to health care workers and, more recently, teachers and school staff.
“We are seeing some open appointments; we are looking at that pretty carefully, and we just
switched this morning and said the 90/10 may not be adequate anymore,” Pour said. “So we are
switching and moving more to the critical infrastructure.”
That means more vaccines for educators and more doses for the next tiers in Nebraska’s phased
vaccination plan: food processing and grocery store workers, and then moving on to workers in
funeral homes, transportation, the U.S. Postal Service and public transport, followed by those in
congregate living, such as the jail and homeless shelters.
She did not provide details on the number of doses that will be allotted for those groups or dates
when those workers’ turns will come.







“I foresee that we should be done with all of this (critical infrastructure groups) by the end of
March,” Pour said. “So by April 1, I hope we can open up to those 50- to 64-year-olds. We are going
to do it in the same way we did with those 65 and above; we’re doing it in five-year increments.”
She said there are more than 30,000 people in each of those five-year age groups in Douglas County.
Pour said the county is also working with health care providers on vaccinating people under 65 years
old with medical conditions that put them at high risk if they contract COVID. The health care
systems are analyzing their patient data and crafting lists of those with the highest risks. If the
providers have unfilled appointments, they are preparing to begin offering those slots to their
patients based on that ranking of risks, Pour said.
“That is moving forward,” she said.
Pour did not provide details of the medical conditions or dates when appointments will be available.
She said that the health care providers would use similar methodology and that they, not the county,
will notify their patients.
Pour also said that OneWorld Community Health Center is getting 2,000 Johnson & Johnson doses
directly from the federal government and plans to use them to begin vaccinating meatpacking
workers in plants.
By Christopher Burbach
 


OWH: Nebraska could end sales tax on water bills, income tax on Social Security benefits
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska’s brightening fiscal outlook has state lawmakers thinking favorably about an
array of tax cuts, including an often-discussed but never-advanced state tax exemption for Social
Security income.
On Tuesday, the Legislature’s Revenue Committee voted for a bill to exempt sales taxes on
residential water bills. Members also advanced a measure that would divert state sales taxes
generated near new youth sports complexes to help finance such facilities, on the grounds that large
tournaments provide an economic boost to local motels and eateries.
In addition, the committee appears poised to advance a proposal on Wednesday that would
gradually phase out state income taxes on Social Security. Nebraska is one of only 13 states that tax
those benefits, which has been a longtime gripe of retirees in the Cornhusker State.
State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, who chairs the Revenue Committee, said state lawmakers
have known for a long time that taxes are too high in Nebraska but were limited in what they could
do. This year, Nebraska has a projected surplus in state tax collections, anticipated COVID-19 aid
from Congress and additional expected economic growth as the pandemic eases.
“Now we have the revenue to do something,” Linehan said.
Omaha Sen. Brett Lindstrom, who has pushed for tax breaks on Social Security and help for sports
complexes for several years, echoed that.
“Since we’ve been good stewards of our money, we’ll be able to do some tax reform,” Lindstrom
said.
To be sure, advancement by a legislative committee only means the bill will be debated by the full
Legislature. But it does appear that there’s momentum behind proposals that reduce taxes or divert
tax revenue toward economic development measures.
Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne introduced Legislative Bill 26, the sales tax exemption on residential water
service. It would save Nebraskans about $8 million in sales taxes each year.
Sen. Rich Pahls of Omaha — who has long argued that it doesn’t make sense to exempt bottled
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water from sales taxes but tax tap water —said Tuesday that he would prioritize LB 26, ensuring that
it will be debated.
“Water is an essential part of life” that should not be taxed, Pahls said.
Lindstrom’s proposal for sports complexes, LB 39, would turn back sales taxes generated by new
hotels and other businesses built within 600 yards of new facilities for baseball, soccer, football and
other field sports. A proposal to upgrade Omaha’s Tranquility Park for major youth sports
tournaments would be one possible beneficiary.
The turnback mechanism has been used in the past to help finance Omaha’s CHI Health Center,
Lincoln’s Pinnacle Bank Arena and the Ralston Arena. Lindstrom emphasized that LB 39 would not
take away money for those arenas, or reduce funds granted to smaller cities for community halls,
but would generate perhaps $7 million a year to develop sports complexes.
Currently, he said, Omaha loses baseball tournaments and other youth sports events to Council
Bluffs because of a lack of places to accommodate tournaments.
“Youth sports is a multibillion-dollar industry that we haven’t been able to capitalize on,” Lindstrom
said.
Under an amended version of LB 39, 30% of the turnback revenue — about $3 million a year —
would be set aside for a “Support the Arts” grant fund. The money would help finance “creative
districts” that have been established in cities of between 5,000 and 100,000 in population.
An amended version of LB 64, which the Revenue Committee will consider Wednesday, would
gradually phase out income taxes on Social Security over 10 years. Ultimately, that would save
taxpayers as much as $140 million a year.
Also advanced from the committee on Tuesday was the Nebraska Rural Projects Act, LB 40. It would
set aside $10 million in matching funds over the next two years, and ultimately up to $30 million, to
help communities finance railroad spurs to new manufacturing plants, distribution centers or other
major businesses. It was introduced by North Platte Sen. Mike Groene, who has said that central
Nebraska city could use help to land a major employer to offset a loss in railroad jobs.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Gas companies describe 'ballistic' price increases to lawmakers
 
Nebraska's largest natural gas providers leaned upon their reserve supplies to insulate their
customers from skyrocketing prices during last month's brutal cold snap.
Doing so kept most customers from experiencing any interruptions in service, and will result in only
modest increases to gas bills, the Legislature's Urban Affairs Committee learned Tuesday.
The committee has had the purview of regulating natural gas companies in the state since 1970.
Mirroring a hearing the Natural Resources Committee held last week with public power providers
and the Southwest Power Pool, senators heard from utilities large and small about their experiences
during the polar vortex of Feb. 13-17.
Black Hills Energy, which serves more than 300,000 customers in 319 communities across the state,
was able to meet demand through the work of its operators and some recently finished upgrades to
its infrastructure, particularly in and around Lincoln and in central Nebraska.
Kevin Jarosz, Black Hills' vice president of operations for Nebraska, told the committee the utility
system "performed as intended" even as temperatures fell to 31 degrees below zero.
While it was able to rely upon its three suppliers in Nebraska, Jarosz said Black Hills experienced
some wholesale increases to its natural gas costs.







Those increases, which will be passed along to customers based upon their usage, will be spread
over time to minimize their impact, he added.
"We will see an increase, but it's not going to be the extreme like you see in Texas," Jarosz told the
committee.
The Metropolitan Utilities District said using storage facilities helped Omaha customers avoid having
to pay an additional $100 million in gas costs from Feb. 10-22, according to vice president and
general counsel Mark Mendenhall.
"To put that in perspective, that is approximately our annual budget for gas purchases," he said.
Smaller gas suppliers, many owned by towns and villages, had a much different experience during
the cold snap, however.
Beth Ackland, director of gas operations for two different companies under the Nebraska Municipal
Power Pool, which serves communities ranging in size between 500 to 3,000 people, said one of her
members described the price hikes as "ballistic."
Over five days in February, six of the eight communities served by the Nebraska Public Gas Agency
saw gas prices three times their annual budget.
Four of those communities did not have access to gas-storage facilities, or faced rationing from gas
suppliers, she said, which led them to need to purchase more on the spot market.
"That was actually a common story we saw throughout the Midwest," Ackland said.
Ryan Hurst, general manager of Wahoo Utilities, told the committee the Saunders County
community watched as gas prices rose from $6.50 per unit on Feb. 12 — already more than three
times the normal price — to more than $400 per unit over the Valentine’s Day weekend.
“Wahoo Utilities was able to secure $203 — a real steal rate,” Hurst joked.
At the same time, Wahoo’s usage went up to about 150% of what was normal, and it was forced to
purchase nearly 2,500 units, or about 30% of the gas it needed, from the spot market.
The price tag exceeded $511,000, Hurst said. Put another way: 6% of its gas usage for the month of
February accounted for 80% of its bill, while 1.5% of its annual usage accounted for roughly half of
its yearly budget.
Wahoo's Board of Public Works decided to withdraw $200,000 from its cash reserves to "take the
edge off" of its customers, but must otherwise pass along the cost.
Once again, Hurst told senators, Wahoo plans to spread out the increase to ratepayers over the
year.
Looking ahead, the utility plans to study ways it can prevent the steep increase from happening in
future extreme weather events, but Hurst said Wahoo will be limited in what it can pursue after
dipping into its cash reserve.
He also said he worries about what happens if the polar vortex Nebraskans experienced in February
becomes a more regular occurrence.
"I'm also nervous that in two to three years, we'll have to go back to the customers and say 'Well,
here we are again,'" he said.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Troubled ethanol plant near Mead has begun charring contaminated waste seed
corn
 
LINCOLN — A troubled ethanol plant near Mead that has been sued by the state for possible
pollution has started “charring” thousands of tons of distilled seed corn in hopes of eliminating the







hazardous chemicals the corn contains.
The Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy said it will be sampling the charred corn to
determine whether the charring process has destroyed the harmful chemicals.
The AltEn ethanol plant, unlike other ethanol plants, had used leftover seed corn, which is coated in
pesticides, in producing alcohol. The process intensified the chemical content, rendering the distilled
corn unfit for feeding to livestock and unfit for land application.
A 2019 test by the Nebraska Department of Agriculture found that if the distilled corn were used as
a soil enhancer, the level of one chemical would be 85 times higher than the maximum annual field
load allowed by the manufacturer.
The department banned AltEn from applying the corn on land and ordered it to either dispose of it
at a landfill or incinerate it by March 1.
A lawsuit filed by the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office, however, said that the company had not
taken action to dispose of the corn. The March 1 lawsuit said that at least 84,000 tons of distilled
corn, in three piles covering 30 acres, was piled at the AltEn plant site.
Environment and Energy officials, in a Friday press release, said nearby residents may notice steam
coming from the “biochar” unit, which is owned by GreenCycle Solutions and being operated by
AltEn. A biochar unit typically chars biomass, with the resulting material typically intended for use as
a soil amendment, the NDEE said.
The department said that emission testing it ordered of AltEn and GreenCycle Solutions on the
biochar unit showed, as of July 2020, that it did not detect pesticides and showed emissions tested
below the criteria for other air pollutants.
Results from tests on the charred corn will be made available on NDEE’s public records portal.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Judge rules former meatpacking workers lack standing to sue Hastings plant
 
A federal judge has dismissed a lawsuit against a Nebraska meatpacking plant accused of failing to
take steps to protect its workers from the coronavirus.
Chief U.S. District Judge John Gerrard granted Noah’s Ark Processors' motion to dismiss the lawsuit
because the plaintiffs don't currently work there.
Three of the four are former employees who quit last year and have kept in touch with workers at
the Hastings plant. The fourth is a pediatric doctor there who treats the children of plant workers
and people with COVID-19.
"While the court does not question their sincere concern for the well-being of Noah's Ark
employees, the court finds that they lack standing to assert the claims they have alleged," Gerrard
wrote in a 10-page order last week.
The American Civil Liberties Union filed the federal lawsuit in November against Noah’s Ark
Processors, alleging the plant wasn't taking needed precautions to protect its workforce and the
community at large. 
Plaintiffs said plant managers failed to spread workers out to limit the spread of the virus, failed to
promptly replace workers’ masks when they became soiled with blood and sweat and pressured
people to continue working even when they were sick and showing symptoms of COVID-19.
In his order March 1, the judge said plaintiffs in federal court must be able to show that they
personally suffered an injury traceable to the defendant's conduct. 
In this case, Gerrard said, the gist of the plaintiffs' claims is that there "could be another COVID-19







outbreak at Noah's Ark, and that could cause widespread disease in the community in which they
live, and that could endanger them and affect the community."
He said their predictions of what could happen fall short of describing an imminent injury. And they
can only speculate whether an outbreak in the community could be tied to the plant or some other
cause.
Gerrard said it would be different if the plaintiffs were current employees. Then, their risk of COVID-
19 might be fairly traceable to their workplace.
"In this case, of course, the people directly put at risk by Noah's Ark's alleged misconduct are the
people who work there now, and the plaintiffs cannot assert their claims for them," he wrote.
The ACLU had argued people who currently work at the plant would face retaliation if they sued so
others should be allowed to raise the claims on their behalf.
Gerrard said the attorneys gave no explanation why current employees couldn't use pseudonyms,
like the three former employees in the suit had. And he dismissed the lawsuit. 
The company employs between 300 and 400 workers at the plant.
Nationwide, the United Food and Commercial Workers union, which represents roughly 80% of the
nation’s beef and pork workers and 33% of its poultry workers, estimates that at least 22,000
meatpacking workers have been infected or exposed, and 132 have died of COVID-19.
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH: NSAA considering measures to combat rise of racist slurs in Nebraska high school
sports
 
High school athletes in Nebraska are encountering more racist comments during competition, and
the Nebraska High School Activities Association is searching for new ways to prevent the incidents.
Jay Bellar, executive director of the NSAA, said he wished he could say that such occurrences as a
Norfolk fan yelling the N-word at Omaha Northwest basketball players don’t happen a lot.
But he said school officials have told him that it happens more than is reported to the state
organization, he said.
“I think it may be more prevalent than we let on,” Bellar said.
Bellar said he commented recently to Omaha Northwest Principal Thomas Lee, an NSAA board
member, that in three years as executive director, he’s dealt with the issue on three occasions.
“He (Lee) said, ‘Jay, we’ve dealt with it more than that, you just don’t hear about it,’” Bellar said. “So
I think it is a problem in our schools. ... I wish I could tell you that if we do this, this and this we’re
going to stamp it out, but I sure don’t know that we are.”
Bellar said the organization is considering measures to try to deter such incidents, such as increased
anti-bias education, penalties for schools where repeated instances occur and additional supervision
of young fans. He spoke in an on-the-record interview last week with The World-Herald editorial
board to which a reporter was invited.
The NSAA Board of Directors is scheduled to discuss the issue when it meets Wednesday. The
agenda includes an item to “discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on discriminatory
comments at activities.”
The NSAA, which has 304 member schools, is led by an eight-member board of directors from across
the state. It runs district and state competitions in sports and such activities as speech and drama.
Member schools agree to follow the association’s rules for sports and activities.
Several times in recent years, fans at sporting events have made racist remarks to Black or Latino
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athletes. It happened to Lincoln High girls in a basketball game in Fremont in 2020, prompting a
petition drive from the American Civil Liberties Union of Nebraska and several advocacy groups.
Parents, students and advocates appeared at an NSAA board meeting in 2017 to report racist taunts
flung at Lexington high school and middle school students. Bellevue West star Chucky Hepburn was
called the N-word by a Creighton Prep fan during a game this January, his father reported.
It has been a growing issue around the nation. Racist taunts from students led to a brawl at a high
school basketball game in Oklahoma City last week, The Oklahoman reported. Last July in Iowa,
school officials reported that people yelled racist slurs at Storm Lake Latino students and families
during a softball game in Spirit Lake, and at a Black baseball player in a game against Waverly-Shell
Rock High School, according to the Des Moines Register and the Cedar Rapids Gazette. This
February, a Florida high school soccer coach reported that a player on his team was called the N-
word by an opposing player.
The latest incident in Nebraska occurred Feb. 11 in Norfolk. Young fans, possibly middle schoolers or
junior high students, yelled a racial slur at Omaha Northwest players after a game at Norfolk High
School.
Unlike the Fremont or Creighton Prep incidents, Omaha Public Schools officials filed a formal
complaint with the NSAA. After an investigation by the schools and the NSAA, the Norfolk Public
Schools was placed on probation for the remainder of the school year. Besides submitting a formal
apology letter to the Omaha Public Schools, the district has changed seating arrangements at
activities, including requiring supervision of younger students, and is developing an equity and
diversity plan that it will present to the NSAA board in August.
“Nobody wants this to happen,” Bellar said in the interview. “Norfolk didn’t want it to happen. Of
course Northwest didn’t want it to happen. Fremont didn’t want it to happen last year. But
unfortunately, somebody makes a very foolish comment and it’s there, and so we have to deal with
it. ... I think that education piece is going to be huge in where we decide to go from here. We worry
so much about the punishment end of thing; if we can catch people that say or do it, we want to
deal with that right away. It’s huge, and it’s a tough problem to deal with.”
He said he didn’t want to throw NSAA member schools under the bus. He said Norfolk Public Schools
officials “are working hard and trying to rectify what went on.” Bellar said Nebraska school officials in
general “are very concerned about the topic ... and they’re gonna do whatever they can to make
sure that kids are treated the way they should be treated.”
Northwest parents also sent letters after the Norfolk game to the NSAA calling for action. One of the
parents, Tahnee Markussen, invited NSAA officials and school leaders to participate in training led by
the North Carolina-based Racial Equity Institute. The Omaha-based Lozier Foundation, where
Markussen works as a program officer, will sponsor the training. Bellar and several school
superintendents have signed up for the training so far.
By Christopher Burbach
 


NET: Prescribed Prairie Fires In Flint Hills Come With Ag Benefits And Dirty Air
 
In the next few weeks, huge, prescribed burns will take place in the Flint Hills of Kansas and
Oklahoma, the last tall grass ecosystem left in the United States. The burns send thick smoke north
to Nebraska, but also help get rid of invasive plants that could overtake the prairie. They also
improve the quality of forage for cattle. It’s a balance between nurturing an ecosystem and
preserving the air.   
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For farmer Ken Yates in Hallam, just south of Lincoln in Lancaster County, this isn’t his favorite time
of year. After a suspected case of COVID-19 last April, he’s not looking forward to smoky air.
“I’m bracing for this year’s onslaught,“ Yates said. “Thank God my lungs are a little better.”   
Yates farms around 100 acres of hay and never uses fire to keep out invasive plants. Instead, he
mows and clips out the woody plants. For him, it’s about the environment.
“Fire is definitely wonderful and control, oh my God. I’d love to burn my farm too to get rid of them,
but I won’t do it to our planet,” Yates said.   
Last year, more than 2.6 million acres of grassland burned in the Flint Hills, which led to ten days of
moderate air quality in Nebraska and one day of unhealthy air. But prescribed burns make economic
sense for producers in Kansas and Oklahoma.
“It is the most economically viable approach to maintaining large areas of prairie,” said Dirac
Twidwell, an associate professor of horticulture and agronomy at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
“If you go to an alternative management type in order to keep woody plants out you’re talking about
increasing the economic burden on ranchers and reducing profit margins.”      
There are working groups in Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma trying to find a solution to the bad air
problem associated with the prescribed burns.    
“That’s why there are certain recommendations that out there of trying to widen the burning
window,” Twidwell said. “Of course that’s going to come with trade-offs to the agricultural
infrastructure and design, so change comes slow and with always trade-offs to, in this case, the
producer.”      
The prescribed burns take about a month and are expected to start next week. 
By Jack Williams
 


LJS: Camping World still coming to Lincoln, but Sidney plans on hold
 
It appears that Camping World's Lincoln store will be the only one opening in Nebraska, at least for
now.
The recreational vehicle retailer Monday officially announced plans for the Lincoln store, along with
new stores in Billings, Montana, and Georgetown, Delaware. All three stores will be the first
Camping World locations in their respective states.
“We continue to fill in the missing pieces toward our goal of operating locations in the 48 contiguous
states,” Marcus Lemonis, CEO and chairman of Camping World, said in a news release.
Lemonis confirmed the plans for a Lincoln store to the Journal Star in November. They will include a
roughly 30,000-square-foot sales and service facility on approximately 18 acres near 63rd Street and
Arbor Road, adjacent to the Interstate 80 exit at 56th Street.
Lemonis said at the time that he hoped to have the store open by the end of 2021.
Conspicuously absent from this week's announcement, however, was any mention of plans for a
store in Sidney.
Last August, Lemonis visited Sidney and laid out plans to local officials for a 30,000- to 40,000-
square-foot store that also would include Gander Outdoors, along with Overton's, which sells water
sports equipment, and The House, which sells ski equipment. He also talked of possibly opening a
small distribution center there and a facility to manufacture RV mattresses.
However, those plans appear to be on hold.
The Sidney City Council got word last month that a land deal between Camping World and a local
commercial real estate company had been terminated.







David Scott, Sidney's city administrator, said Camping World had signed a letter of intent to buy land
near I-80 for the proposed Sidney store and that deal has now fallen through.
Scott said he spoke to Lemonis, who told him that the plans for Sidney are "on hold" and not
canceled, and that Lemonis "just needs to make the numbers work."
He said he takes Lemonis at his word but doesn't want people in Sidney to get their hopes up about
the project.
"We'll see where it goes," Scott said, noting that "there's no agreement in place right now."
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Financial missteps by Sarpy County treasurer led to missed school tax payments,
audit says
 
One alleged error by the Sarpy County Treasurer’s Office caused Millard Public Schools to miss out
on a nearly $2.4 million tax payment, while Bellevue’s school district was overpaid by $2.3 million.
In another accounting misstep, according to state auditors, the treasurer distributed certain funds to
school districts only once in a year, rather than on a monthly basis, as is required. As of Dec. 31,
more than $515,000 had not been distributed to the school districts.
Those were among the findings of a 75-page audit of Sarpy County Treasurer Brian Zuger’s office
released Tuesday by State Auditor Charlie Janssen’s office.
The county and state auditors say no money is missing, but the report’s findings detail miscalculated
distributions to school districts and other entities that rely on property taxes, inaccurate financial
reconciliations and a patchwork system of bookkeeping in an office that oversees about $130 million
on a daily basis.
The findings of the audit, called an attestation, prompted the Sarpy County Board on Tuesday to
vote unanimously to authorize a law firm to begin legal proceedings that could lead to Zuger’s
removal from office. He was elected to the post in 2018 and makes $101,000 a year.
In all, the audit identified multiple issues that affected more than $12.5 million in public funds.
“Our priority is to protect Sarpy County taxpayers, so we take the (audit’s) findings very seriously,”
County Board Chairman Don Kelly said in a statement after Tuesday’s vote.
“The attestation identifies millions of dollars of funds incorrectly distributed to the schools, the cities
and the county, which is why we’re exploring all of our options moving forward,” Kelly said.
In a statement sent by his attorney after the vote, Zuger said the shortcomings identified in the audit
existed “long before” he was elected treasurer, and that his office has been working to correct them.
“I am deeply disappointed by the board’s decision to seek my removal from elected office,” Zuger
said. “Our taxpayers put me in this position because I promised to modernize the Treasurer’s Office,
expand taxpayer services and develop a culture of engaged, empowered and high-performance
employees. I am doing just that.”
The audit states that Zuger’s office failed to include the tax levies of all school districts in Sarpy
County cities when calculating the tax payments that the Omaha Public Power District makes to
county and city governments and school districts. The utility directs 5% of its gross revenues from
the previous year’s retail electricity sales to those entities.
That alleged omission by Zuger and his team led to over- and underpayments to schools and cities,
the report says.
The County Board’s vote Tuesday paved the way for outside law firm Kutak Rock to begin the legal
process of removing Zuger from office. County officials contend they can either direct the firm to file
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a petition in district court to attempt to remove Zuger, or hold an administrative hearing in which
the board would oversee proceedings.
It wasn’t clear Tuesday how the county will proceed, or when.
The report also notes that Zuger hired an outside firm to recommend improvements and assist with
financial operations. Between June and February, the county paid BerganKDV more than $142,000
from the treasurer’s budget.
Despite the help, “numerous issues” continued to exist, including problems with the reconciliations
completed by BerganKDV, the report says. The Treasurer’s Office could have hired “two or three full-
time staff for an entire year for the amount of money paid to BerganKDV” to complete the same
work, according to the report.
A BerganKDV spokesperson did not immediately return a request for comment Tuesday.
The county is responsible for paying for the state auditors’ work, but officials do not yet know the
cost of the attestation, a county spokeswoman said. To date, the county has paid Kutak Rock more
than $35,000 to represent and advise the county on the audit.
Zuger said he was sorry that his office was “unable to catch and fix every issue,” but his staff is taking
corrective steps to address auditors’ concerns.
“I am proud of the service I provide to our taxpayers and intend to continue to provide,” he said.
By Reece Ristau
 


Kearney Hub: Hemp crop ‘too hot’ for new Pleasanton plant
 
PLEASANTON — Rory Cruise was doing research long before he launched Sweetwater Hemp Co. last
year on his family’s farm near Pleasanton.
In preparing to be one of Nebraska’s first licensed industrial hemp growers and processors, Cruise
studied the industry for about six years, went to a “hemp college” in Iowa and attended trade shows
where he connected with the company from which he purchased his processing equipment, Canada-
based Whistler Technologies.
Despite all the preparation, there were two big first-year hurdles.
COVID-19 pandemic issues slowed plant equipment deliveries and delayed the start of hemp
processing.
On the growing side of the business, his entire crop of 900 “Stormy Daniels” hybrid plants grown in
the Cruise family’s greenhouse tested “too hot” at harvest time.
That means the plants exceeded the 0.3% limit of THC, the psychoactive component of cannabis.
“Nothing’s really changed,” Cruise said recently in discussing his business plans. “But the experience
of having a crop go hot and how fast it changed, that was an eye-opener for me.”
The biggest moment for state-licensed growers comes ahead of harvest when plant samples are
collected by the Nebraska Department of Agriculture and tested for THC levels. If they meet the low-
THC standard, harvest must be completed in 30 days. Cruise said the original timetable was within
15 days.
Hemp plants testing above the THC limit must be destroyed and disposed of in accordance with the
federal Controlled Substances Act and Drug Enforcement Administration regulations.
In an interview for a series published in the Hub last September about Nebraska’s first year of
licensed industrial hemp production and processing, Cruise said there is a fine balancing act in
selecting harvest time.
That’s because both THC and the valued cannabinoids — CBD and CBG — increase as a crop







matures.
Harvesting too early means a lower CBD percentage. Harvesting too late runs the risk of going over
the THC limit.
A huge issue for farmers who grow industrial hemp outside is preventing cross-pollination from
Nebraska’s all-too-common feral hemp. Cruise explained that cross-pollination makes plants focus
on producing seeds, not cannabinoids.
He said it is a worry locally, but not as big of an issue for his hemp suppliers farther west in Nebraska
and in Colorado.
“I’m already doing a winter crop to see how it does in the greenhouse,” Cruise said. “I did change
genetics to what’s called ‘Gatsby’ … It’s heading into the flowering stage.”
When those plants are ready to harvest, he hopes they will be Sweetwater Hemp’s first fresh frozen
crop to be processed.
All five of his current hemp suppliers dried their plants and delivered them to the rural Pleasanton
plant in huge bags that are stored on shelves in the processing plant’s warehouse area.
Cruise said the plants he grows — 500 currently — mostly will be used for research and
development on industrial hemp genetics. Using a greenhouse allows him to test variations in
growing conditions.
He will contract with larger growers for the volume of hemp needed to keep the processing plant
running.
When asked what he learned about industrial hemp production in 2020, Cruise replied, “I think a lot
of growers learned this (first) year how hard it is and how much labor it takes.”
By Lori Potter
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska must take new strides to protect financially vulnerable seniors
 
Nebraska in recent years has begun to focus important attention on safeguarding elderly residents
vulnerable to financial exploitation. The state in 2014 created public guardians, under the Nebraska
court system, who help seniors with financial management. Last year the Legislature empowered
Nebraska financial institutions to notify a caretaker or other third party about suspected financial
exploitation of vulnerable seniors.
This year, Nebraska lawmakers have given first-round approval to a similar proposal allowing
investment advisers and brokers to put a hold on transactions they suspect may involve the
scamming of an elderly individual.
State officials must decide carefully in enabling government power to restrict a senior’s ability to
move his or her own money. But the magnitude of financial abuse has crossed a troubling threshold,
spurring wide consensus that protective action is needed.
The need is real. An estimated one in five Americans older than 65 has been exploited financially,
according to Jina Raglin of AARP Nebraska. The average loss: an estimated $125,000.
Over the past two years, about a quarter of reports of elder abuse to the state have involved
financial exploitation, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
“This is not a hypothetical situation,” Theresa Heye, speaking on behalf of the Nebraska Independent
Community Bankers Association, told a legislative committee last year. “This has been a reoccurring
problem.”
Momentum for progress on this issue has been building for years. In 2010, a World-Herald
investigation examined concerns in the handling of more than 12,000 incapacitated Nebraskans who







rely on guardians, conservators or both. One high-profile case involved a court-appointed guardian-
conservator in Omaha who was convicted of stealing more than $400,000 from eight of her wards.
In 2013, the State Auditor’s Office found ongoing problems in regard to protection of vulnerable
seniors, and the Legislature responded by creating a set of public guardians to provide such support.
This year, the State Office of Public Guardian had more than 100 wards in 40 assisted-living centers,
nursing homes and group homes across Nebraska.
There is a waiting list for the services, and the demand for the services is likely to grow in coming
years. The state’s population aged 65 and older has increased from 246,000 in 2010 to 324,000 now,
heading toward 418,000 by 2030.
The current proposal on this issue at the State Capitol is Legislative Bill 297 by State Sen. Brett
Lindstrom of Omaha. Under the measure, broker-dealers and investment advisers would be required
to notify the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of Adult Protective Services
and the State Department of Banking and Finance within two business days in order to delay a
transaction and conduct an internal review.
The measure is in line with bills or statutes in at least 28 other states. At a recent committee hearing,
Lindstrom’s bills received supportive testimony from the State HHS and Banking Department as well
as AARP Nebraska and the National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors. No one spoke in
opposition.
The state’s heightened focus on this issue is welcome. As Nebraska’s population ages, the state must
remain attentive to safeguarding the vulnerable.
 


OWH Editorial: Fever for big spending, tax cuts carries dangers for Nebraska government
 
Every once in a while, a fever breaks out at the Nebraska State Capitol. This year, it looks like it’s
about to strike, despite the mask wearing. The fever’s symptoms don’t involve sniffles, achiness or
coughing, and we’re not talking about COVID.
We’re talking about a spending fever.
There’s a good chance, too, of a related ailment: tax cut fever.
These fevers are spurred by the positive projections by the state forecasting board about likely
revenues for Nebraska state government. To be sure, it’s very good news that Nebraska’s economy
has the vigor, despite the pandemic, to generate robust revenues. It’s entirely appropriate for state
leaders to consider some increased spending for Nebraska’s many needs, and for them to consider
options to reduce the burden on taxpayers.
Our point, though, is for Nebraska leaders to be wide awake to the dangers of overcommitting state
government for the long term, whether on the spending side or the tax cut side. A sense of
moderation, of caution, has great value in this situation.
In the 21st century alone, the Legislature found it necessary on several occasions to make deep
reductions in the budget because the economy sputtered and couldn’t provide adequate revenues
to sustain the state’s spending commitments. And Kansas, under the Brownback administration and
its obedient legislature, provided a sobering example of how overcommitting a state on the tax cut
side can throw a budget into grave imbalance.
The Legislature has an obligation to be mindful of these dangers. This duty falls not only to the
Appropriations and Revenue Committees, but also to Speaker Mike Hilgers, who provides important
guidance, and to all other state senators, given that their individual bills can ultimately add up to a
very large spending total.







It’s encouraging that some lawmakers are pointing to the need to rebuild the state’s rainy day fund,
which has repeatedly proven its value when the state faced major revenue shortfalls.
The Legislature is already guarding itself against COVID. It must also do the same against the
spending/tax cut fever.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Moving forward with Keystone XL pipeline is in the U.S. national
interest
 
The Keystone XL Pipeline debate has become a microcosm of everything wrong in Washington
today. Like so many critical issues, it has been governed by policy that values rhetoric over facts.
What should be a decision best informed by climate scientists and economic experts has instead
been hijacked by extremists from both sides, who see it as either a symbol of support for the entire
fossil fuel industry or the beginning of the end of the world, depending on which side you’re on.
Once you get past the rhetoric, though, the proper course of action becomes clear.
Keystone XL expands an existing pipeline that carries Canadian crude oil into the United States. The
expansion would allow crude oil brought in by truck and rail to be more safely transported via
pipeline from the Canadian oil sands to Gulf Coast refineries.
This pipeline directly travels through Nebraska and affects our economy, energy sector, and the
livelihoods of so many. On Jan. 20, President Biden issued an executive order rescinding the project’s
border-crossing permit. The decision was a gut punch not only to good-paying union jobs but also to
small businesses along the route.
Biden based his decision in part on an Obama administration review that advocated for the United
States to focus on “the development of a clean energy economy, which would in turn create good
jobs.” He cited U.S. “national interest” in letting other countries see America moving away from
fossil fuels. But the truth is that the State Department’s environmental impact report said the
pipeline expansion would not have a serious or even substantial impact on greenhouse-gas
emissions.
Some argue that the pipeline is less important today than 12 years ago when oil was at $100 per
barrel — and they are correct. But the bigger issue is whether finishing the pipeline is in the long-
term interests of the U.S., both economically and environmentally.
Killing Keystone won’t keep fossil fuels in the ground; they will still be transported into the United
States. An array of environmental experts and groups agree that transporting oil through a pipeline
is safer, more efficient and more environmentally friendly than other means of energy
transportation.
Canada, the world’s fourth-largest oil exporter, sells most of its oil to the United States. Without a
pipeline, we could be forced to buy more oil from adversarial states like Russia and Venezuela, even
as we move our energy usage toward clean sources.
U.S. Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers of Washington, the ranking Republican member of the Energy
and Commerce Committee, says we don’t need to be killing jobs in the midst of a pandemic for
policy decisions that are misdirected at best. Like many of us, she believes we need realistic, all-of-
the-above energy solutions that address climate-change risks and keep control of our energy future
from China, Russia, and Saudi Arabia without hampering our economy.
She supports H.B. 684 — the Keystone XL Pipeline Construction and Jobs Preservation Act — as do I.
The fact that the bill’s 125 sponsors are all Republican shows how partisan politics has kept
Democrats from reaching across the aisle on an issue in which the facts are so clear.







One reason Republicans did well in downstream races in 2020 was this issue. We need to win only a
few swing districts to retake control of Congress, and challenging Democrats on energy policies is a
likely 2022 strategy.
It is not hyperbole to say that H.B. 684 will save energy and construction jobs; protect U.S. national
security; keep energy costs low; and promote American-led energy innovation. Oil’s next price boom
will scramble industry and political priorities, and we’ll all see that President Biden’s decision was
more more controversial than it appears today as it pushes us toward less stable trading partners for
oil.
Moderate Republicans can provide President Biden with an alternative to aligning with extremists on
the left by passing good legislation that preserves jobs and still benefits the environment.
U.S. Rep. Don Bacon represents Nebraska’s 2nd District. Sarah Chamberlain is president and CEO of
the Republican Main Street Partnership, which promotes bipartisan consensus-building on public
policy issues.
 


LJS Editorial, 3/10: Champs not only winners in state tourneys
 
Lincoln is right in the middle of two magical weeks.
Last Saturday, six girls basketball teams were crowned state champions. This coming Saturday, six
boys teams will emerge winners.
A year ago this week, the world seemed to change. The 2020 girls tournament was played
unchanged in front of lots of fans. A week after, the boys played in front of only family members in
largely empty venues.
A year of mask-wearing, social distancing and directed health measures on both local and state
levels got us here -- to fuller hotels, fuller restaurants and fuller stands.
The girls tournament was a success. Good basketball. Good turnout. Good behavior. Inside the
venues, folks largely adhered to the rules employed to minimize the spread of COVID. Away from the
court, we might still have work to do.
Twelve percent of Nebraskans are fully vaccinated. The Centers for Disease Control have issued new
guidelines that open up possibilities for that 12%. For the rest of us, we must remain on guard, to
protect ourselves, our fellow community members and the progress we have made.
Students across the state have high hopes of finishing up as normal of a school year as they can in
these abnormal times. Next week, all Lincoln Public Schools high schoolers are allowed to return to
full-time, in-person classes. Lincoln students, and those visiting from across the state for
tournaments, deserve our best efforts to keep everyone safe.
The five-day format of the tournament -- dictated by the fact that the Devaney Center is unavailable
for games -- may have been a boon for local businesses, with families staying -- and eating out --
longer than in other years.
Restaurants, hotels and shopping areas last weekend had the familiar tourney-time buzz. The
weather outside (sunny and unseasonably warm) was as welcome -- after our record-setting cold
snap -- as the Pinnacle crowds, and certainly contributed to the number of folks enjoying the
Haymarket.
The taste of normality was pleasant and reassuring, and we've got another four days of it before the
last of the tournament crowd starts heading home. It was a simultaneous boost for morale and the
economy.
And its a taste of even better things to come as long as we remain careful while the vaccination rate
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grows. 
Yes, we'll have crowned 12 state champions in two weeks by the end of Saturday. But another
winner will be our community.
 


LJS Local View: Deferred maintenance plan builds for NU's future
 
As any Nebraska homeowner knows, home maintenance and repair are issues that never go away.
Our homes require regular care and attention to keep them functioning properly, to say nothing of
unexpected needs that can crop up at any time.
Now imagine you own 1,000 buildings, spread from Scottsbluff to Omaha, worth a combined $5.5
billion. Maintaining that kind of physical plant would require an even greater level of planning and
budgetary discipline.
That scenario is reality for our State College and University of Nebraska systems, which own a
combined total of more than 70% of state government buildings across Nebraska.
University buildings are the places where 52,000 future teachers, nurses, farmers and scientists are
educated every year. They are the sites of world-leading research in agriculture, cancer and national
security. State colleges educate 8,400 students each year, providing Nebraska with an accessible
workforce pipeline.
These buildings are valuable state assets, and I believe Nebraska taxpayers have a vested interest in
keeping them safe, functional and up-to-date.
Yet taxpayers also expect and deserve that their money will be spent wisely and transparently when
it comes to maintaining state college and university facilities.
That is why I am pleased to sponsor LB588, a proposal that lays out a long-range plan to take care of
our state college and university buildings in a conservative, responsible, transparent way.
LB588 is the result of extensive collaboration with university leadership and the Board of Regents,
along with state college leadership, and is a win all the way around for taxpayers, students, faculty
and current and future elected leaders.
No. 1, our plan addresses what has grown into an $800 million deferred maintenance problem
across the university system. It puts the university on the path to self-sustainability so that we as
taxpayers and legislators do not find ourselves in this predicament again.
And as we heard from University of Nebraska President Ted Carter, by locking in today’s historically
low interest rates, LB588 would save taxpayers $1.5 billion over the next 40 years compared to
sticking with the approach of the past.
No one wishes for a crisis, but the economic impacts of COVID-19 have created a unique opportunity
for us to secure capital at cheaper rates than we will likely ever see again. As a banker who has spent
my career evaluating financial risk and reward, I can say with confidence that this is exactly the type
of fiscally responsible approach the Legislature and taxpayers should expect their university to
follow.
Some may wonder how the campuses could have $800 million in deferred maintenance needs when
we invest operating dollars into the university every year.
Taxpayer dollars, matched by university dollars, have gone a long way toward maintaining the
current quality of our classrooms, laboratories and offices. Look at the new Discovery Hall at the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, which will educate scientists, engineers and IT professionals who
are desperately needed in our workforce, especially in rural parts of the state.
But the simple truth is that the university and state college’s maintenance needs have exceeded the







available dollars. Again, think of your own home. Without regular care, it would fall into disrepair.
The university and state colleges are no different.
The challenge is heightened by the fact that we are dealing with an aging infrastructure. One-third of
the university’s buildings are at least 50 years old. If we want to extend the life of these buildings for
future generations of students and faculty, we will need to give them proper attention.
Perhaps the part of our proposal that I am most excited about is a requirement that the university
set aside a portion of its own money each year to put toward future deferred maintenance needs.
Not only will this demand an even greater level of accountability and discipline by the university in its
spending, but the idea is that after 40 years, the university will have its own self-sustaining fund to
care for its buildings.
In other words, not only do we solve most of the university’s $800 million problem, but we guard
against the state facing this question again down the road.
That sets Nebraska apart. Our university and state colleges are not alone in facing a large and
growing deferred maintenance backlog. But we are unique in putting forward a responsible and
visionary plan to do something about it.
Sen. John Stinner of Gering represents District 48 and is chair of the Legislature's Appropriations
Committee.
 


LJS: State failing on Mead pollution
 
This truly is a rare incident.” That’s the headline of a front page story in the Lincoln Journal Star on
Feb. 26.
This headline is a direct quote of the director of Nebraska’s Department of Environment and Energy,
Jim Macy, in testimony before the Legislature regarding the tragic pollution in Mead.
The comment seems to imply that this incident is a naturally occurring event rather than the failure
of our state’s regulatory efforts. With proper government oversight, events like this would be
nonexistent rather than rare.
It isn’t as if Mr. Macy doesn’t know how to protect someone either, as indicated by his refusal to
respond when asked if he had referred the matter to the attorney general. Mr. Macy claimed that
was confidential.
In the midst of a crisis like the one in Mead, Mr. Macy would do well to remember that he works for
the people of Nebraska and that the steps taken, or not taken, to protect us from environmental
disasters are not confidential. This raises the question: Whom is he trying to protect, himself or our
attorney general?
There’s an arrogant attitude that permeates our state agencies these days, an attitude that
government has no significant role to play in our lives. An attitude that running government like a
business is the best model. An attitude that we the people don’t have a right to know how things are
done in our state government.
It’s an attitude that is wrong on many levels. It’s an attitude that starts at the top.
Terrence Keefe, Lincoln
 


AP: Pentagon approves extending Guard deployment at Capitol
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has formally approved an extension of the
National Guard deployment at the U.S. Capitol for about two more months as possible threats of
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violence remain, the Pentagon said Tuesday.
According to a statement issued by the department, close to 2,300 Guard troops will continue to
provide security in Washington until May 23, at the request of the Capitol Police. Officials have been
scrambling in recent days to determine if and how to fill the request, as the original March 12
deadline for them to leave Washington loomed.
There are currently about 5,100 Guard troops in Washington, and they were scheduled to leave this
weekend. It was unclear if any of those forces will have to stay an extra day or two while any new
troops arrive and get trained and settled in. The Pentagon said defense officials will work with the
Capitol Police to incrementally reduce the number of Guard needed in the city as time goes on.
The decision to keep Guard members in the city underscores concerns about security at the Capitol,
two months after rioters breached the building in an attack that left five people dead. Law
enforcement has remained in a heightened security posture in response to intelligence suggesting
possible threats to the Capitol by militia groups.
The request to extend the deployment met resistance last week, as some governors expressed
reluctance or flatly refused to commit their troops to more time in the city. There now appear to be
enough states willing to provide Guard troops for the mission, said defense officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.
Earlier Tuesday, chief Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said the decision on maintaining a Guard
presence would be based on local law enforcement concerns along with the needs of the Capitol
Police.
“It’s not just about a threat assessment, it's about assisting and supporting capabilities that the
Capitol Police may now lack and may need to look at improving,” Kirby said, adding that the
extension request was based largely on using the Guard to make up for gaps in the capabilities of the
Capitol Police.
Army leaders had also initially questioned whether the Capitol Police had exhausted all other options
to fill the need, such as asking other federal law enforcement agencies to provide security. But
officials said military leaders thought it was important to find ways to work out the details.
The threat was tied to the far-right conspiracy theory promoted by QAnon supporters that former
President Donald Trump would rise again to power on March 4, the original presidential
inauguration day. That day passed with no problems, but law enforcement has said threats to
buildings and personnel remain.
The Guard's deployment to the Capitol has been troubled. Early on, Guard members were briefly
forced to take rest breaks and meals in a nearby cold garage, sparking outrage within the Biden
administration. Officials quickly found new spaces within congressional buildings for the on-duty
breaks.
In addition, Guard members complained of bad food, and some said they became sick. On Monday,
Kirby said about 50 Guard troops had been treated for gastrointestinal issues, out of the 26,000 that
deployed to Washington. He said six sought outpatient medical treatment, while the rest were
treated at aid stations set up for the Capitol Hill mission.
Kirby said Gen. Daniel Hokanson, chief of the National Guard Bureau, has been visiting the troops
several times a week and eating with them to ensure that they were getting good food.
Acting Capitol Police Chief Yogananda Pittman made the request to have the Guard members stay
on, setting off a series of discussions with the Pentagon and National Guard leaders.
In a statement late Tuesday, the Capitol Police force said it is “extremely grateful for the Department
of Defense’s continued commitment to support our critical mission to protect Congress.”
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U.S. military officials have said the cost of deploying about 26,000 Guard troops to the U.S. Capitol
from shortly after the Jan. 6 riot to this Friday is close to $500 million. No cost estimate for the next
two months has been released. The costs include housing, transportation, salaries, benefits and
other essentials.
 


AP: Arkansas governor signs near-total abortion ban into law
 
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson on Tuesday signed into law legislation
banning nearly all abortions in the state, a sweeping measure that supporters hope will force the
U.S. Supreme Court to revisit its landmark Roe v. Wade decision but opponents vow to block before
it takes effect later this year.
The Republican governor had expressed reservations about the bill, which only allows the procedure
to save the life of the mother and does not provide exceptions for those impregnated in an act of
rape or incest. Arkansas is one of at least 14 states where legislators have proposed outright
abortion bans this year.
Hutchinson said he was signing the bill because of its “overwhelming legislative support and my
sincere and long-held pro-life convictions."
The bans were pushed by Republicans who want to force the U.S. Supreme Court to revisit its 1973
Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion nationwide. Conservatives believe the court is more open
to striking down the decision following former President Donald Trump's three appointments to the
court.
“We must abolish abortion in this nation just as we abolished slavery in the 19th century – all lives
matter," Republican Sen. Jason Rapert, the bill's sponsor said in a statement.
Hutchinson has signed several major abortion restrictions into law since taking office in 2015, but he
had voiced concerns that this bill directly challenges Roe and about the lack of rape and incest
exceptions. He repeated those concerns as he announced his decision.
“(The ban) is in contradiction of binding precedents of the U.S. Supreme Court, but it is the intent of
the legislation to set the stage for the Supreme Court overturning current case law," he said in a
statement released by his office. “I would have preferred the legislation to include the exceptions for
rape and incest, which has been my consistent view, and such exceptions would increase the
chances for a review by the U.S. Supreme Court.”
As the Legislature considered the measure, Hutchinson shared with lawmakers a letter written by an
attorney for abortion opponents National Right to Life that said the chances of the bill leading to Roe
being overturned were “very small and remote.” National Right to Life didn't take a position on the
bill, though its Arkansas affiliate supported the ban.
The legislation won't take effect until 90 days after the majority-Republican Legislature adjourns this
year's session. That means it can't be enforced until this summer at the earliest. Abortion rights
supporters said they plan to challenge the ban in court before then.
The American Civil Liberties Union of Arkansas called the ban “cruel and unconstitutional."
“Governor Hutchinson: we’ll see you in court," ACLU of Arkansas Executive Director Holly Dickson
said.
“This is politics at its very worst," Alexis McGill Johnson, president of Planned Parenthood Action
Fund, said in a statement. “At a time when people need economic relief and basic safety
precautions, dismantling abortion access is cruel, dangerous, and blatantly unjust."
Hutchinson had until Wednesday afternoon to take action on the bill before it would have become
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law without his signature, a move past governors have taken to express displeasure with a bill
without risking an override fight with the Legislature. It takes a simple majority for the Legislature to
override a governor's veto in Arkansas.
Arkansas has some of the strictest abortion measures in the country and two years ago Hutchinson
signed into law a measure that would ban the procedure if the Roe decision was overturned.
Another measure Hutchinson signed in 2019 banning abortions after 18 weeks of pregnancy is on
hold due to a legal challenge.
Several other restrictions are still being considered in the Legislature, including one approved by the
Senate a day earlier that would require a woman having an abortion to first be shown an ultrasound.
Another sweeping abortion ban was signed into law by South Carolina’s governor last month but
was quickly blocked by a federal judge due to a legal challenge by Planned
Parenthood. Alabama enacted a near-total ban on abortions in 2019 that has been blocked because
of court challenges.
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TV and Radio
NTV: Suicide prevention advocates meet face to face with lawmakers
NET: Omaha community corrections proposal rejected; African American Commission advances
 
Governor
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers shoot down proposed $52 million work-release facility in Omaha
LJS: Nebraska state senator creates website urging GOP to restore its values
AP: Oglala Sioux Tribe approves medical, recreational marijuana on Pine Ridge Reservation
OWH: Basketball games without fans, doubling of cases: Coronavirus hits Nebraska hard
OWH: 'We will prepare': Omaha, Douglas County officials share plans for handling coronavirus threat
 
Coronavirus
LJS: Father says Crofton student who tested positive for COVID-19 'doing pretty good'; more cases confirmed in
Omaha
OWH: Nebraska coronavirus cases rise to 10; Crofton student in serious condition
KNEB: NDVA Launching ‘Virtual Visits’ to Keep Veterans’ Home Members and Families Connected
OWH: Empty stands, hotel rooms, restaurants: the economic toll of coronavirus in Nebraska
OWH: Sick, quarantined teachers should get paid medical leave, education groups say
NTV: Nebraska to receive over $6.5 million to respond to COVID-19
 
Legislature
LJS: Judiciary chairman forces discussion on prison crisis
OWH: Nebraska state senator files motion to pull abortion bill out of committee so it can be debated
LJS: Nebraska supporters of LGBTQ nondiscrimination bill say time is now to pass it
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: State Fair board calls in investigators after 'suspicious activity' found during review
OWH: Defense chief won't replace Offutt's aged Open Skies recon planes until fate of treaty is decided
 



mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=9B1CE6BC2A9849868CA1CA7C71727533-KOPSA, RYAN

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9b1ce6bc2a9849868ca1ca7c71727533-Kopsa, Ryan

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=fb6c867cf2434a7dab6e2bf8a1bca6ed-Pinkerman,

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.tv%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fsuicide-prevention-advocates-meet-face-to-face-with-lawmakers&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf9a7cd359bfc42b81a3908d7c6a12b29%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637196267837338132&sdata=D3pFDAQ5yh8lXJ0Id1Efdp1I27R2JmbFp4stTnQdYgI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnetnebraska.org%2Farticle%2Fnews%2F1212582%2Fomaha-community-corrections-proposal-rejected-african-american-commission&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf9a7cd359bfc42b81a3908d7c6a12b29%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637196267837338132&sdata=5VPhgiDx%2F%2FRR1lyCU5QbGudBSlS1MavXRtJGr8bKXf4%3D&reserved=0







Opinion
OWH Editorial: Legislature, end the stalemate
OWH Midlands Voices: Urban League joins with OPS to boost education
OWH Public Pulse


1.       School restraint bill is needed
2.       Stop the virus hype
3.       Dangers of socialism, open borders
4.       Pro-lifers’ hypocrisy
5.       Social Security and taxes
6.       Peterson, Ricketts are wrong
7.       Journalism and ethics


LJS Editorial, 3/12: Split off tax reform; salvage business incentive plan
LJS Letters


1.       Questioning nominee's objectivity
2.       Get guns out of state Capitol
3.       Time to take action on climate


 
National/Federal
OWH: Sasse, bipartisan commission say U.S. government, private sector are behind on cybersecurity
AP/CNN: Trump suspends travel from Europe, outlines virus response plan
AP: Canadian firm starts US prep work for Keystone XL pipeline
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers shoot down proposed $52 million work-release facility in Omaha
 
LINCOLN — A proposal to build a $52 million work-release facility in Omaha was shot down Wednesday by state
lawmakers amid questions about whether Corrections Department officials would actually use the money and
build a prison.
State Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha said the Legislature needs to address the state’s prison overcrowding “crisis”
because it’s not being seriously addressed right now.
“This is something we’ve been kicking down the road for probably 15 years,” Lathrop said. “I think we should
include it in the budget.”
The Legislature’s Appropriations Committee had declined to include in their proposed budget Lathrop’s plan to
build a 300-bed community corrections facility in Omaha, a plan that was opposed by the administration of Gov.
Pete Ricketts.
State Corrections Director Scott Frakes said he didn’t need a low-risk work-release facility. Just last month, he
announced a “request for information” for a 1,600-bed higher security prison that would be built by a private firm
and then leased back to the state.
Lathrop, however, said that such an information request wasn’t really “a plan” and that it would take four to five
years before such a prison could be built and opened. With the inmate population projected to grow by 200 a
year, action needs to be swifter, Lathrop said.
“The question is, are we going to try and build our way out of this, or do something smarter?” he said.
Gering Sen. John Stinner, who heads the Appropriations Committee, told lawmakers that leasing a prison would
most likely cost $50 million to $70 million a year, an expense that needs to be weighed against other budget
priorities like property tax relief and workforce development.
Both he and Lathrop said that Nebraska needs to not only build a new prison, but also adopt sentencing reforms
that will slow the influx of new inmates.
Several conservative states, Lathrop said, have reduced sentences on nonviolent crimes to avoid building
expensive prisons. He blamed the war on crime in the 1990s, which saw sentences increased for many crimes, for
the prison overcrowding.
“That was a great way to get elected. Now we’re seeing the cost,” he said.
Last fall, Frakes said state prisons were within 150 inmates of full capacity. With recent additions of inmates, that
number is about 120, Lathrop said. Nebraska and Alabama have the most crowded prison systems in the country.
Alabama is under federal court order to address its overcrowding.
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State prisons house about 2,000 more inmates than they were designed to hold, which has spawned a federal
lawsuit that holds the possibility that a federal judge will order the release of hundreds of inmates.
Several senators, however, questioned whether the Corrections Department would use the money since it
opposed Lathrop’s plan. Others said that approving a $52 million expenditure required more debate.
In the end, lawmakers voted 14-13 on Lathrop’s amendment, which was far short of the 25 votes needed. The nine
members of the Appropriations Committee did not vote on the amendment, which is the practice of that
committee on matters that they did not include in their proposed budget.
Lathrop said he’ll now focus on sentencing reforms to address overcrowding.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Nebraska state senator creates website urging GOP to restore its values
 
Sen. John McCollister of Omaha has launched a website urging the Republican Party to recover and restore its past
values and apply them to the issues of today such as climate change, immigration reform, criminal justice reform
and "reasonable gun legislation."
The new website presence was heralded by a series of tweets from McCollister, a Republican member of the
nonpartisan Legislature, who said he is seeking a return to "a more rational and responsive Republican Party"
rather than the GOP of today.
"Republicans didn't always hate public schools," he wrote.
"Republicans didn't always try to bludgeon unions. Republicans didn't always ignore scientists. Republicans used to
fight corruption, not promote it. Republicans used to follow the Constitution."
McCollister, the son of a former Republican congressman — John Y. McCollister, who represented metropolitan
Omaha's House district in the 1970s — wrote: "I am a Republican, but do NOT fit in with most Republicans today.
"The party I remember is the party of Eisenhower. I grew up idolizing Lincoln. I do not belong to the Republican
Party of Donald Trump."
Creation of the new johnmccollister.com website comes seven months after McCollister called out his party on
Twitter for "enabling white supremacy in our country" by accepting the remarks of "a Republican president who
continually stokes racist fears in his base."
His series of tweets on @SenMcCollister went viral, quickly accumulating more than 130,000 likes. His number of
Twitter followers jumped from 650 to more than 53,000.
The new website presence is accompanied by an invitation for viewers to make a small donation.
"I've never once asked for donations ever, but I realize this message is pretty important right now," McCollister
tweeted. Donations would be used to "help me amplify this message," he wrote.
What's driving this?
"I have three kids and two grandsons and we're leaving the world in sad shape for them," McCollister said during
an interview in his office at the state Capitol.  
That's it, not any future political ambition after he completes his tenure in the Legislature at the end of 2022 when
he would be 75 and term-limited out of office. 
"I don't know, perhaps a seat on a utility board or county board or city council," he said, but not a step up to a seat
in the U.S. House of Representatives.
"I've been asked," he said, but it's not something he wants to do or would do.  
McCollister said he has found the reach and influence that he has been able to muster on social media to be "an
amazing ride" that has allowed him to reach people and amplify his message to rebuild and restore the Republican
Party that he once knew.
"But a few Republicans take issue on a regular basis," he acknowledged.
Meanwhile, McCollister said, he'll continue to work on issues important to his constituents in the Legislature,
including additional property tax relief this year.
McCollister handily won reelection in 2018 despite his independent legislative voting record that included
disagreement with Gov. Pete Ricketts and the majority of his Republican colleagues on a number of issues.
He has voted to repeal the death penalty and expand Medicaid, opposed voter ID laws, selected a measure to
grant Nebraska driver's licenses to undocumented young immigrants who are in the country under protected
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status as his designated legislative priority bill, introduced legislation to end partisan gerrymandering of
congressional and legislative districts and promoted development of wind energy.  
McCollister represents an economically and politically diverse legislative district that stretches from 72nd Street to
144th Street in central Omaha. 
By Don Walton
 


AP: Oglala Sioux Tribe approves medical, recreational marijuana on Pine Ridge Reservation
 
PIERRE, S.D. — Members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe passed a referendum to legalize medical and recreational
marijuana on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, according to preliminary results from the tribe’s election
commission.
A proposal to allow alcohol in the tribe’s casino failed.
The results of Tuesday’s vote will be certified in the next week. In the tally from all precincts announced on
Wednesday morning, both medical and recreational marijuana passed by wide margins, with 82% of voters
approving medical marijuana and 74% approving recreational pot. The alcohol proposal failed by 12 percentage
points.
Nebraska State Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, a co-chair of an effort to put a medical marijuana initiative on the
November ballot, said he’s looking forward to the same wide margin of victory for the issue in Nebraska.
Morfeld said that his group’s polling “indicates it will be.”
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, who says that medical marijuana’s benefits are unproven, said earlier this week that
voters will reject it once they become more educated.
The Oglala Sioux will become the only Native American tribe to set up a cannabis market in a state where it’s
otherwise illegal. The tribal council is next supposed to enact laws for how marijuana will be legalized and
regulated. According to initial plans, the tribe will not take ownership of cannabis production or retail, but license
individuals and put a retail tax on pot. The tribal council will take up the issue on March 30.
Tribal leaders who pushed the initiative said it has the potential to bring in millions of dollars of business to a
community that is one of the most impoverished in the country.
But the legalization of marijuana also sets up a potential conflict with federal and state authorities. The Flandreau
Santee Sioux Tribe in the eastern part of the state attempted to grow and sell marijuana in 2015, but ended up
burning its cannabis plants after conflicts with federal and state governments.
Tribal leaders have said they want to cooperate with authorities in setting up a marijuana market. South Dakota
voters will also decide on medical and recreational marijuana legalization in a referendum on ballots in November.
If voters decide to legalize marijuana in the state, it could mean a boom for the tribe’s marijuana market. The tribe
would have a head start, and its members would be the only pot retailers in the state for a period.
Trent Hancock, a marijuana producer from Oregon who has helped the tribe formulate its pot plans, hoped that
tribal members could sell $100 million of the product in a year under that scenario.
If South Dakota does not legalize marijuana, tribal leaders are planning to set up a pot resort at the tribe’s casino.
They would attempt to keep people from taking marijuana off tribal lands through limiting the amount people
could purchase and tracking their purchases.
 


OWH: Basketball games without fans, doubling of cases: Coronavirus hits Nebraska hard
 
Basketball games without most fans. A doubling in the number of Nebraska cases.
The coronavirus hit Nebraska hard Wednesday, with stunning developments that show the societal reach of the
outbreak.
The NCAA announced that its upcoming championship events, including first- and second-round men’s games
scheduled March 20 and 22 at the CHI Health Center in Omaha, will be limited to staff and family members.
Similarly, organizers of this weekend’s high school boys state tournament in Lincoln announced that its games will
not be open to the public, only to family members.
On the same day, the World Health Organization declared the global coronavirus outbreak a pandemic, meaning
that the virus is causing sustained outbreaks in multiple regions of the world. On Wednesday evening, President



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fncaa-men-s-basketball-games-still-on-track-in-omaha%2Farticle_e245e71b-4629-554c-a769-98ffd5101b6d.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf9a7cd359bfc42b81a3908d7c6a12b29%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637196267837377957&sdata=rT7f4m%2Fr%2B%2Bena7zDNkom2zFdW3Kt5ZxF2H61OQlp4jE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Fsports%2Fhigh-school%2Fwho-will-be-allowed-to-attend-the-nebraska-high-school%2Farticle_42172731-0057-57bc-a623-fff7aad5e5c5.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf9a7cd359bfc42b81a3908d7c6a12b29%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637196267837377957&sdata=RT%2BzRdE9SLaGvMmLvuCyRxdq3N7lftm17Hmr0p3kOVg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Fsports%2Fhigh-school%2Fwho-will-be-allowed-to-attend-the-nebraska-high-school%2Farticle_42172731-0057-57bc-a623-fff7aad5e5c5.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf9a7cd359bfc42b81a3908d7c6a12b29%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637196267837377957&sdata=RT%2BzRdE9SLaGvMmLvuCyRxdq3N7lftm17Hmr0p3kOVg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Fdg%2Fspeeches%2Fdetail%2Fwho-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf9a7cd359bfc42b81a3908d7c6a12b29%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637196267837377957&sdata=Li2rj4NVjWIlpHlCxDOv%2BVLpg8dx4HZwBtCX%2FG4mVso%3D&reserved=0





Donald Trump announced that he’s suspending most travel from Europe to the U.S. for 30 days beginning Friday.
The NBA announced that it was suspending its season indefinitely.
Nebraska health officials late Wednesday announced five more cases of COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel
coronavirus, bringing the total number of cases in the state to 10. It was just Friday that Nebraska’s first case was
announced.
Wednesday’s basketball announcements show how quickly plans involving the coronavirus can change: At a
morning press conference, Omaha officials said they expected the NCAA tournament games to go forward as
planned, though they remained in contact with the NCAA. By midafternoon, the NCAA had decided to curtail
attendance.
“Certainly it will be unlike anything we’ve done before,” said Kristyna Engdahl, a spokeswoman for the
Metropolitan Entertainment and Convention Authority, which manages the CHI Health Center.
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert said in a statement Wednesday evening that the NCAA made “the tough decision to
play without fans in the arenas.”
She said the city looks forward to welcoming the players, coaches and families of the athletes who will play in
Omaha.
The March Madness decision is sure to send a major economic ripple through Omaha, which was counting on
thousands of people to attend the games, stay in hotels and eat in restaurants.
The change will affect concession revenue, and MECA will adjust its concession staffing for the games, Engdahl
said. The organization will still receive a rental fee related to the games.
Schools on Wednesday also responded to the coronavirus. All three of Iowa’s major public universities announced
that they will move to online classes beginning March 23, as will Drake University, a private college in Des Moines.
The spread of the coronavirus has prompted questions about other large-scale events, such as Berkshire
Hathaway’s annual meeting, which brings thousands of people from across the world to Omaha. The event is
scheduled for May 2.
Stothert said at the press conference that she recently spoke with Berkshire chief Warren Buffett, who told her
that he plans to wait until early April to evaluate the meeting’s future.
And while some communities across the nation have called for cancellations of events larger than 1,000 people,
that hasn’t happened yet in Nebraska. In Lincoln on Wednesday night the hip-hop star DaBaby performed, and in
Omaha two major concerts are still scheduled this week.
State statutes give Gov. Pete Ricketts and local health officials the authority to cancel events or order closings.
Omaha city codes about disaster preparedness and health and sanitation give Stothert the authority to act in
“limited and extreme” circumstances, she said.
Elsewhere in Nebraska, several schools canceled classes after it was announced Tuesday evening that a 16-year-
old Crofton High School student had tested positive for the virus.
The teen attended the girls state basketball tournament in Lincoln last week; he was listed in serious condition
Wednesday in the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit on the University of Nebraska Medical Center campus.
The boys high school tournament action begins at 9 a.m. Thursday in nearly empty venues.
“We do realize that this is the best thing to do,” NSAA Executive Director Jay Bellar said.
By Reece Ristau
 


OWH: 'We will prepare': Omaha, Douglas County officials share plans for handling coronavirus threat
 
City of Omaha and Douglas County officials have implemented modest measures so far to try to slow the local
spread of coronavirus, but have contingency plans for more drastic steps if the situation warrants, they said
Wednesday.
The officials spoke in a morning press conference in Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert’s office. As a sign of how fluid the
coronavirus matter is, when they spoke Wednesday morning they were expecting NCAA men’s basketball
tournament games to go forward in Omaha as scheduled, and were discussing plans for infection control at the
CHI Health Center.
But by afternoon, the NCAA had announced that the games would be played without fans, and with only players’
families and staff.
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Stothert said city and county officials are working with health care providers “to lower the risk and reduce the
impact on our community. This is a rapidly changing situation, which requires action, flexibility, and thorough,
accurate information.”
UNIFIED COMMAND
City and county officials have formed a Unified Command to coordinate coronavirus response. It is chaired by
Douglas County Health Department Director Adi Pour. It could have the power to order general quarantines, but
there has been no need to do so yet, the officials said.
Per state statute, Gov. Pete Ricketts and local health officials have the authority to cancel events or order closings.
City codes about disaster preparedness and health and sanitation give Stothert the authority to act in “limited and
extreme” circumstances, she said.
Nearly 300 people in metropolitan Omaha on Wednesday were under self-quarantine in their homes, said Carol
Allensworth, chief of epidemiology and preparedness in the county health department. Forty-four others were
being monitored and asked to provide a daily update on their symptoms.
Allensworth stressed that people who believe they have COVID-19 or have been exposed to it should call a health
care provider before showing up at a medical facility to minimize the spread of disease.
“Emergency departments are for those with serious health conditions only, not just a minor case of the sniffles,”
she said.
Douglas County officials have tested about 30 people in the course of their investigations, Allensworth said. Many
more tests have been done across the city. The county has not had trouble getting individual tests when needed,
she said.
Stothert said she is in consistent contact with University of Nebraska Medical Center Chancellor Dr. Jeffrey Gold.
Last week, UNMC was testing about 100 people a day, Stothert said. By the end of the week, they could have the
capacity to test “thousands” a day, she said.
POLICE
Omaha Police Chief Todd Schmaderer said police are currently responding to calls for service as normal, but if a
coronavirus outbreak affects the department, it may have to change how it responds to lower-priority calls like
minor traffic accidents.
Effective Wednesday, the Police Department temporarily suspended all travel and outside training, Schmaderer
said. The department’s volunteer program also was suspended because many participants are over 70 and more
susceptible to illnesses, he said.
FIRE
Emergency calls to Douglas County 911 are being screened to determine the level of protective equipment that
should be worn by emergency responders, Fire Chief Dan Olsen said. Gloves, goggles and masks will be used when
handling low-risk patients. Gowns will be worn in addition to those items for high-risk people, Olsen said.
If a firefighter exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 and has been in contact with someone who has the disease, he or
she will be examined by the department’s medical director, who in turn will communicate with the Nebraska
Bicontainment Unit at UNMC.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS
City and county buildings frequently visited by the public, such as Omaha City Hall and the Douglas County
Courthouse, will be disinfected each week, in addition to regular office cleaning, as long as is necessary, Stothert
said.
Officials have suspended visitation to the Douglas County Health Center until further notice, said Clare Duda,
chairman of the Douglas County Board. Visitor screenings are underway at the Douglas County Youth Center and
the county’s community mental health center.
“We recognize the hardship this may cause residents and their families, but it’s a necessary step to protect our
long-term care and hospice residents who are considered high-risk,” Duda said.
CITY AND COUNTY SERVICES
Stothert and Duda said leaders of departments were updating contingency plans in order to protect workers and
continue providing essential services in the event of widespread illness. They said they have the technology to
allow employees to work from home if that becomes necessary.
Officials also stressed the importance of basic preventative measures: Cover your cough. Stay home if you’re sick.







Disinfect frequently. And wash your hands for a minimum of 20 seconds.
“We will prepare, we will act responsible, but we will not panic,” Stothert said.
By Christopher Burbach and Reece Ristau
 


LJS: Father says Crofton student who tested positive for COVID-19 'doing pretty good'; more cases
confirmed in Omaha
 
The parents of a Crofton High School student hospitalized for a presumptive case of coronavirus believe their son
may have contracted the virus last week at Nebraska's girls state basketball tournament in Lincoln.
School and health officials confirmed that the student attended the Hartington Cedar Catholic vs. Weeping Water
game at Lincoln Southwest High School and the Crofton vs. BRLD game at Lincoln North Star High School, both on
Thursday.
The boy was transferred to the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit on the University of Nebraska Medical Center
campus in Omaha early Wednesday and is undergoing further testing.
"It sounds like he's doing pretty good," the boy's father told the Sioux City (Iowa) Journal. "So far, everything looks
OK."
State health officials said the high school student has underlying medical conditions but have not said anything
about how the student may have contracted the disease.
Meanwhile, the Douglas County Health Department reported five additional confirmed cases of COVID-19 on
Wednesday evening, pushing the total in Nebraska to 10.
The newest cases, which have not required hospitalization, are close family members of an Omaha woman in her
40s who tested positive Tuesday.
The health department said anyone who visited the Advanced Auto Parts store at 17140 Evans Plaza on Monday,
Tuesday or Thursday may have been exposed and should monitor themselves for symptoms. The Omaha woman
had recently traveled to California and Nevada, health officials said.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services notified school officials of the Crofton student's positive
test Tuesday night, and Crofton Community Schools closed both its high school and elementary school
Wednesday. A message from the school district said fourth, fifth and sixth graders attending Crofton and staff may
have been exposed to the high school student.
The schools will remain closed through Friday, as will St. Rose of Lima Catholic School in Crofton.
Schools in Hartington and Newcastle also were closed Wednesday. Schools in Bancroft and Lyons closed at noon.
The Northeast Nebraska Public Health Department on Wednesday asked students in schools in Hartington,
Newcastle and Wynot to self-quarantine until the department can determine the risk level for students in each
school.
The health department said on its Facebook page that the student started exhibiting symptoms Thursday, the day
of the state tournament games.
People who sat in the Cedar Catholic and Crofton fan sections at those games may have been exposed to him,
officials said.
He stayed with relatives in Lincoln, according to a news release from Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird's office.
They are under self-quarantine and have not exhibited any symptoms of the disease.
The student did not stay at a hotel or eat in any restaurants while in Lincoln, Gaylor Baird said.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Nebraska coronavirus cases rise to 10; Crofton student in serious condition
 
Five more cases of the coronavirus disease were reported in Nebraska Wednesday evening, bringing to 10 the
total number in the state.
Of those 10 cases, one is a teenager. The 16-year-old boy is from Crofton, Nebraska, and authorities aren’t certain
how he contracted COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus.
The five new cases are close family members of a Douglas County woman who was found to have the disease on
Tuesday. The woman, who is in her 40s, recently traveled to California and Nevada. The five live in Douglas County,
and family members are self-isolating at home, according to state officials.







“These cases stem from family contact and are not considered community spread,” said Dr. Gary Anthone, chief
medical officer and director of Public Health for the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
So far, health officials have not determined that community spread is occurring in Nebraska.
They have launched a search to determine how the Crofton High School student contracted the illness and find the
people who may have had contact with him.
The student hadn’t traveled recently
and isn’t believed to have visited the Fremont YMCA where an Omaha woman with the coronavirus disease played
in a Special Olympics tournament on Feb. 29, according to Roger Wiese, the executive director of the North
Central District Health Department.
But the boy did attend two games at the girls state basketball tournament in Lincoln last week before his diagnosis
was known.
That prompted the preemptive closure of several schools whose teams played in those games and influenced the
decision to block all but players, coaches and family members from attending the boys state basketball
tournament that starts Thursday.
The teen was in serious condition Wednesday in the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit on the University of Nebraska
Medical Center campus.
The student is believed to have attended two games during the high school girls state basketball tournament on
March 5, according to a letter posted on the Crofton Community Schools website.
The games were the Hartington Cedar Catholic vs. Weeping Water game at 9 a.m. at Lincoln Southwest High and
the Crofton vs. Bancroft-Rosalie/Lyons-Decatur Northeast game at 7 p.m. hosted at Lincoln North Star High.
Community members and onlookers may have been exposed to the virus in the Hartington Cedar Catholic and
Crofton fan sections. The student is also believed to have stepped onto the basketball court after the 9 a.m. game
to hug family members.
The school district said possible exposure may have also occurred at Crofton Elementary School, among fourth-,
fifth- and sixth-grade students and staff who attended school on March 10, and St. Rose of Lima middle schoolers.
The two Lincoln high schools where the games were held did not hold classes on March 5, and all Lincoln public
schools are on spring break this week.
Crofton Community Schools closed for the rest of the week as a result. More closures soon followed: St. Rose of
Lima in Crofton, Hartington-Newcastle Public Schools, Hartington Cedar Catholic School, West Catholic
Elementary, East Catholic Elementary and Holy Trinity Catholic School in Hartington all canceled classes.
Bancroft-Rosalie Community Schools dismissed students at noon Wednesday and said school would be closed for
the rest of the week. Students were sent home with iPads and computers so they could finish homework.
Spring break starts Thursday for Lyons-Decatur Northeast schools, while the Weeping Water school district said
classes would continue without a concrete recommendation to close from the local health department.
The Nebraska School Activities Association announced Wednesday that the general public will not be allowed to
attend the boys state basketball tournament. Only family members will be permitted to cheer for their players in
person.
Public health officials are gathering more information about the Crofton case and who may have been exposed to
the coronavirus. The decision on whether to keep schools closed or reopen will be reviewed on Friday, the school
district said.
Anyone who came into close contact will be asked to self-quarantine and be monitored twice a day for fever and
respiratory symptoms.
The boy, who has a history of health problems, began experiencing symptoms — a fever, cough and headache —
on March 5, Wiese said.
The North Central District Health Department is reaching out to roughly 40 people who may have had direct
contact with the student and may be at greater risk of exposure than those who were simply in attendance at the
same basketball game.
The Lincoln relatives the student stayed with during the girls basketball tournament are currently self-quarantined
and show no symptoms of the disease. The student arrived in Lincoln on March 4 and left the morning of March 6.
He did not patronize any local restaurants.
Wiese continued to preach the power of precaution and good hygiene: Vigorously wash hands, stay home if you’re
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feeling ill and call your primary care provider first if you think you’re experiencing any possible coronavirus
symptoms — let them prepare before showing up unannounced at the doctor’s office or emergency room.
“If you’re feeling the least bit ill you need to stay home and isolate yourself from others,” Wiese said.
In tracing the path of one of Douglas County’s cases, health officials said Wednesday that members of the public
may be at low risk of exposure if they visited the Advance Auto Parts store at 17140 Evans Plaza on March 2 from
noon to 9 p.m., March 3 from 1 to 9 p.m. or March 5 from 9 a.m. till 6 p.m.
Anyone who may have been at the auto store then is asked to watch for a fever, cough or trouble breathing for a
14-day period following their visit.
The first three confirmed cases in Nebraska of COVID-19 are a 36-year-old Omaha woman who had traveled to
England, her father and her brother. The woman remains in critical condition in the biocontainment unit.
The state’s coronavirus numbers don’t include people brought back from a stricken cruise ship. Seven remain in
Omaha.
An American from the Diamond Princess cruise ship who had been in treatment in the biocontainment unit was
transferred Tuesday evening to the hotel-like National Quarantine Unit.
The six other Americans from the cruise ship and a local health care worker are still under observation in the
quarantine unit.
Iowa health officials on Wednesday reported an additional case of COVID-19, bringing that state’s total to 14, most
of whom were on the same Egyptian cruise. A Council Bluffs woman was confirmed as Pottawattamie County’s
first case Monday. She had traveled to California.
By Erin Duffy
 


KNEB: NDVA Launching ‘Virtual Visits’ to Keep Veterans’ Home Members and Families Connected
 
MARCH 11 (NEB.)  — The Nebraska Department of Veterans’ Affairs (NDVA) is launching a virtual visitor system to
keep veterans’ home members and their families connected while the facilities are limiting entry. Access to the
four state veterans’ homes is currently limited to NDVA teammates and medical professionals only as a precaution
against coronavirus (COVID-19) exposure.
“Protecting our members’ health and safety is our top priority,” said NDVA Director John Hilgert. “However, we
also want to protect the bond they have with their loved ones and ensure they can remain connected. Through
our virtual visitor system, we’re striking a balance between the two.”
Members will have access to computers, tablets, and other devices loaded with video messaging software, such as
Skype and FaceTime. Teammates will be available to assist members and their families in connecting.
There have not been any cases of COVID-19 at the state veterans’ homes. The agency has a task force in place that
is monitoring the situation, following Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines, and coordinating
prevention efforts throughout the agency’s facilities.
 


OWH: Empty stands, hotel rooms, restaurants: the economic toll of coronavirus in Nebraska
 
The empty stands for the boys state high school basketball tournament means fans won’t be spending some $3
million in Lincoln hotels, restaurants, bars and stores.
Similarly, another estimated $5 million in tourism business will be lost in Omaha the next weekend when the
NCAA’s March Madness basketball games are held in a cavernous, empty arena.
Wednesday’s decision to keep fans out of both events offered proof that the long-feared economic impacts of the
new coronavirus disease are now being felt in Omaha and across the country. And by all appearances, this may
only be the beginning.
“It’s a wakeup call to our lodging and hospitality partners,” said Jeff Maul of the Lincoln Convention and Visitors
Bureau. “There’s no doubt in my mind that this will be the first of many events that have the potential to be
canceled in Omaha and Lincoln and communities across our state.”
Indeed, just minutes after Maul spoke those words in reference to the Nebraska high school tournament decision,
the NCAA made its March Madness announcement.
Yet to be decided are several high-profile events that would pack a huge economic impact for Omaha: the
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Berkshire Hathaway annual meeting in May and the U.S. Olympic Swim Trials and College World Series in June.
Past economic studies have put the impact of the CWS and swim trials each at about $75 million.
Overall, economists say it’s too early to tell how deep the COVID-19 toll will be on the broader U.S. and local
economies. Right now, no one knows where this is headed.
So far, the entertainment and travel industries have seen the most direct and immediate impact. But if spread of
the disease leads to widespread office closures and business suspension across major industries, there’s clearly
potential for a recession, Creighton University economist Ernie Goss said Wednesday.
“It looks like (coronavirus) is still on the upsurge in the United States,” Goss said. “Everyone is grappling and
searching for some kind of indication of just how large this is.”
Initial economic impacts have been relatively small — but meaningful for those directly affected.
Thursday through Saturday, Lincoln’s Haymarket and downtown figured to be buzzing with basketball fans in town
for the high school tournament.
But not this year. The Nebraska School Activities Association on Wednesday accepted the recommendation of
health officials and decided to play this year’s tournament without fans in the stands. That came after it was
learned that a boy from Crofton, Nebraska, who attended the girls tournament last weekend has now tested
positive for COVID-19.
A University of Nebraska-Lincoln study in 2010 found the boys’ state tournament attracted $2.5 million in spending
to Lincoln and generated $3.2 million in total economic impact. Adjusted for inflation, those figures today would
be nearly $3 million in spending and $3.8 million total economic punch.
Not all of that impact will be lost, as the players and coaches, their family members and other essential staff will
still be coming to Lincoln, and the NSAA will still spend money putting on the games, said UNL economist Eric
Thompson, who authored the 2010 study. But fan spending accounts for the lion’s share of the event’s impact, he
found.
Not only do fans from across the state who come in for the tournament spend money at Lincoln hotels,
restaurants and bars, they also venture to malls and retail stores not available in their small towns.
“Of course, this will have economic impact,” said Wendy Birdsall, president of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce,
said of the decision to limit attendance. “But it’s the right thing to do. It’s the only thing to do. Keeping the public
safe and healthy has far greater importance than the bottom line you can put on these events.”
She, too, said this could be only the beginning of the disruptions business and the public will see from COVID-19.
“We think that’s probably the start of things to come,” she said. “What a crazy time we are living in.”
The NCAA tournament’s opening weekend games scheduled in Omaha for March 19-22 will be the fifth time since
2008 that Omaha has hosted games in college basketball’s “Big Dance.”
But NCAA President Mark Emmert announced Wednesday that all men’s and women’s tournament games will now
be played without fans.
“While I understand how disappointing this is for fans of our sports, my decision is based on the current
understanding of how COVID-19 is progressing in the United States,” Emmert said. “This decision is in the best
interest of public health, including that of coaches, administrators, fans and most importantly, our student-
athletes.”
The best estimate of the Omaha Convention and Visitors Bureau is that Wednesday’s decision represents a $5
million hit for the Omaha economy, said Deb Ward, the bureau’s vice president for marketing and
communications.
The last time Omaha hosted tournament games, 81% of hotel rooms in the city were filled. “That is certainly not
going to be the case now,” she said.
While the number of out-of-town visitors typically depends on which teams get assigned to the Omaha
tournament site, most projections have had the No. 1-ranked Kansas Jayhawks coming right up Interstate 29 to
Omaha.
“Kansas fans travel,” Ward said.
The only bright side, she said, is that there will still be an estimated 1,500 people coming to Omaha for the games,
including the teams and their family members, NCAA officials and the media members covering the games.
Creighton athletic director Bruce Rasmussen said as soon as he heard the news, he began thinking about all the
Omahans behind the scenes who’ve devoted time to preparing for this event and those who would have relied on
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revenue generated from fans.
That said, he’s certain the NCAA’s leadership, relying on advice from its panel of doctors and infectious disease
experts, did its due diligence.
“I have a lot of trust in the panel that the NCAA put together, and I trust that they made the decision with the right
perspective,” Rasmussen said. “But you think about all the people this impacts — about ticket-takers, ushers,
security, airlines, hotels, restaurants.”
The Omaha and Lincoln basketball tournaments are among the most high-profile events that are being called off in
Nebraska due to COVID-19. Quietly, though, other meetings and events here in Omaha have been canceled, too.
Ward said she knows of at least seven other meeting groups that have either canceled or postponed plans to come
to Omaha. They amounted to about $100,000 in hotel business. There likely have been others, she said.
However, she said, most of those making advanced bookings have maintained their plans. A group of 1,300 people
is meeting in Omaha right now, she said. And hotel bookings are still coming in for the swim trials.
At this point, decisions on those trials, as well as the CWS and the Berkshire meeting haven’t come yet. Omaha
Mayor Jean Stothert said Wednesday that Warren Buffett told her that Berkshire would make a final decision
about a month before the May 2 meeting.
“We remain hopeful,” Ward said.
Goss said the travel and hospitality industries, in particular cruise lines and airlines, are clearly on the vanguard of
U.S. economic impacts of COVID-19.
“We are talking about the tourism industry being hammered by the potential for coronavirus expansion,” he said.
Goss himself was scheduled to be at an international trade conference in Omaha on Thursday that’s been
canceled.
On the broader economy, Goss conducts a monthly survey of manufacturing supply managers in nine Midwest
states, looking at their purchasing activity as an economic indicator. At this point, few have reported severe
enough disruptions in their supply chains to produce real negative economic impact on their operations. Some said
they were considering coronavirus a short-term issue.
But Goss said the uncertainty that COVID-19 is creating can clearly be seen in the stock market’s wide swings and
the current yields on U.S. treasury bonds. Essentially, when you take into account inflation, people right now are
willing to buy U.S. treasuries at a loss rather than risk their money in the stock market.
“I don’t want to call it panic,” Goss said. “It’s almost panic.”
There may be steps that leaders in Washington can take to try to stimulate the economy and keep the nation from
falling into recession, such as interest rate or tax rate cuts. There was much talk of an aid package on Wednesday.
But Goss said the best thing the country can do right now was reflected by Wednesday’s moves that impacted
basketball fans here: get COVID-19 under control.
“We need a vaccine,” Goss said, “not a rate cut.”
By Henry J. Cordes
 


OWH: Sick, quarantined teachers should get paid medical leave, education groups say
 
Teachers can be notorious for toughing out coughs and colds and heading to work sick.
But with coronavirus on the prowl, they should be encouraged to stay home, a trio of state education groups said
Wednesday.
Some teacher contracts are written in a way that encourages teachers to save sick time. To that end, the groups
said, local Nebraska school boards should amend contracts to ensure paid medical leave for teachers sickened by
or quarantined because of coronavirus.
“The purpose of this is to get people to take their sick leave,” said Maddie Fennell, executive director of the
Nebraska Education Association. “We have people who are concerned about running out of sick leave and what
happens if I’m not sick but I’ve been quarantined. Am I covered or not?”
She noted that a number of Nebraska teachers and coaches are self-quarantined after attending a Fremont Special
Olympics event, where a participant would later be diagnosed with COVID-19.
The NEA, Nebraska Association of School Boards and Nebraska Council of School Administrators are asking local
school boards and education associations to approve an addendum to their negotiated agreements that would
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provide for paid sick leave through the end of this school year.
The contracts should be amended to strongly encourage employees who experience symptoms of a virus infection
to stay home so as not to expose others to COVID-19 or any other contagious or infectious disease.
Paid medical leave should be granted until an employee is able to resume their duties without exposing others to
the disease.
The contracts also should hold employees accountable for using the leave appropriately, the groups said.
Sick leave amounts and how employees can accumulate it typically varies among districts, Fennell said.
“We incentivize people not using it because we have so few subs right now,” she said, “so teachers don’t use it,
and then when you retire you get paid part of your sick leave. So we really try to get people not to be sick and not
to use sick leave. Except in this case we really need them to use their sick leave, because otherwise they’re going
to reinfect.”
Nebraska already has a state law, passed in 1919 immediately after the Spanish flu epidemic, that requires
teachers to be paid their full salaries if schools are shut down due to an epidemic.
By Joe Dejka
 


NTV: Nebraska to receive over $6.5 million to respond to COVID-19
 
Over $560 million will be awarded to states, localities, territories and tribes to provide resources in response to the
COVID-19 from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that Nebraska will be receiving over $6.5 million.
The awarded money is provided from the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations
Act.
The act provides $8.3 billion government-wide, with resources directed for grants or cooperative agreements to
states, localities, territories and tribes for preparation and response to the COVID-19.
Officials say the act will fund experts to develop tools and strategies, provide technical assistance and program
support, as well as ensure ongoing communication and coordination among public health agencies and partners
throughout the response.
"State and local health departments are on the frontlines of responding to the COVID-19 outbreak, and we are
deeply grateful for their work," said HHS Secretary Alex Azar. "CDC is distributing this new funding extremely
rapidly, as called for by Congress. President Trump, and his entire administration will continue working to ensure
state and local jurisdictions have the resources they need to keep Americans safe and healthy."
"Our state, local, tribal and territorial public health partners are on the front lines of the COVID-19 response. The
action we are taking today will continue to support their efforts to increase public health capacity where it's
needed most," said CDC Director Robert R. Redfield, M.D. "These funds will allow public health leaders to
implement critical steps necessary to contain and mitigate spread of the virus in communities across the country."
To view the list of CDC funding actions to jurisdictions, click here
For more information about this virus, please visit CDC's website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index.html
 


LJS: Judiciary chairman forces discussion on prison crisis
 
The Nebraska Legislature has lost focus on the crowding and staffing crisis at the Department of Correctional
Services, the chairman of the Judiciary Committee said Wednesday. 
To bring back that attention, Omaha Sen. Steve Lathrop moved to amend an appropriations bill to spend $52
million next year to construct or expand a community custody prison in Omaha to allow 300 new beds. The
expansion of beds was recommended in a Department of Correctional Services 2014 master plan report. 
The amendment failed on a 14-13 vote, but Lathrop was able to get senators talking about prisons again for about
an hour and a half. 
He said the investment is modest compared to a proposal by the Department of Corrections. After his bill (LB916)
was heard by the Appropriations Committee, the department announced it was going to put out a request for
information for a public-private partnership to build a new, approximately 1,600-bed prison, possibly between
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Lincoln and Omaha. 
Lathrop called it "imaginary," a way to get people to think there's a solution on the horizon. Even if it materialized,
he said it's four to five years down the road. And in the meantime, the prisons are projected to grow by 200
inmates a year, he said. 
"They're not appropriating any money," Lathrop said.
If the new prison is built and the state leases it, it will be borrowing money, he said. And then it will pay about $70
million a year to lease, staff and operate it.
"And by the way, we can't staff the places that we have right now," Lathrop said. "Colleagues, this is not the
solution. ... I would submit that if it were a serious request that we'd have a request for proposal and not a request
for information." 
As of this week, the prisons had 5,572 inmates, 5,669 including those housed in county jails. That is about 160% of
design capacity. At those numbers, in order to reach 140% design capacity, the population would have to be
reduced by 720, and to reduce it to 125% by 1,250.
Community custody beds are more practical, he said, because people in that lower custody level transition to the
community more successfully. It also could be used to bring back parole violators who could maintain their
employment or continue an apprenticeship program or education. 
Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson asked whether the Department of Corrections would even spend the money for
community corrections beds if the Legislature approved it. 
Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair said he feels Lathrop's proposal isn't the right approach. 
"There is a role we can play in Corrections," he said. 
But he would like to see more leadership, a more prompt plan from the administration to address the corrections
problem. A new facility that is adequate to house the current overflow and expected influx in the future is the
better approach.
"But I think it's something that does need to happen sooner than later," Hansen said. "I think it would be
appropriate to start getting some plans put together from the administration to make sure that we can address
this problem." 
Sen. Robert Clements, who is a member of the Appropriations Committee, said he doesn't approve of working
against the administration on the prisons issue, but doesn't see the 1,600-bed proposal from Corrections as the
best one either.
Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks said the prisons need programming and sentencing reform. 
A sentencing reform bill (LB131) debate was started in mid-February that Lathrop and Appropriations Chairman
John Stinner said could be as consequential as any property tax or business tax incentives bill because of the big
money that could be required as prison overcrowding continues.
But the debate was cut short — didn't even get its three hours — and never returned to the agenda.
Pansing Brooks introduced the bill that would require that a minimum sentence for certain class felonies be no
more than half the years as the maximum number sentenced. For example, if the maximum sentence is 20 years,
the minimum could be no more than 10 years.
The change would have the practical effect of allowing offenders to become parole-eligible sooner, while
alleviating the overcrowding crisis in Nebraska prisons, Pansing Brooks said.
"We have been in avoidance mode," she said. "This pattern of avoidance is just our greatest downfall."
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: Nebraska state senator files motion to pull abortion bill out of committee so it can be debated
 
Abortion bill
The lawmaker who introduced a bill to ban a common second-trimester abortion method filed a motion
Wednesday to pull the measure out of committee.
State Sen. Suzanne Geist of Lincoln filed the motion to get Legislative Bill 814 out of the Judiciary Committee and
before the full Legislature for debate. She said she doesn’t expect the controversial measure would emerge from
committee otherwise.
“I filed it so that it could be heard,” she said.
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LB 814 would ban an abortion procedure used from week 13 through week 24 of a woman’s pregnancy. The
procedure, which involves dilating a woman’s cervix and removing the fetus in pieces, is known medically as
dilation and evacuation. Opponents call it dismemberment abortion.
Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, the Judiciary Committee chairman, said there are not five votes to either advance or
kill the bill. He said he generally opposes so-called pull motions because he doesn’t believe they respect the
committee process.
A pull motion would require 25 votes to succeed. Geist has 25 co-sponsors on LB 814.
Supporters of the proposed ban say the abortion method targeted is “gruesome,” “barbaric,” “inhumane” and
“immoral.” Abortion rights supporters said it could endanger women and would be an unconstitutional violation of
a woman’s right to abortion.
Sick senators
Two state senators are battling illnesses as the coronavirus outbreak continues to be a concern at the Nebraska
Legislature. Norfolk Sen. Jim Scheer, the Speaker of the Legislature, said Wednesday that while there’s scuttlebutt
about pausing the session for a few weeks, that hasn’t been decided.
State Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue was in the hospital Wednesday, according to her office, suffering from a hard-
hitting flu, not the coronavirus. Her office said Blood expects to be back at the Capitol next week.
Meanwhile, Gordon Sen. Tom Brewer has been diagnosed with pneumonia, which might have grown from a long-
running ear infection, according to a legislative staffer. Brewer, a decorated military veteran who was twice
wounded while serving in Afghanistan, may have to be tested for coronavirus before returning. The staffer quoted
Brewer as assuring people that he was “invincible.”
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Nebraska supporters of LGBTQ nondiscrimination bill say time is now to pass it
 
About 100 people rallied at the state Capitol on Wednesday evening to stop LGBTQ workplace discrimination and
to support a bill prioritized by Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks.
Her bill (LB627) would add sexual orientation and gender identity to the list of prohibited reasons for
discrimination in employment, public accommodation and housing. The bill was debated in 2019 and passed over
after failing to reach a vote after three hours.
Pansing Brooks has reprioritized LB627 so that it will return for debate this session. 
With endorsements from the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and other local chambers, and a majority of
senators who will vote for it, there was too much momentum to let it die, Pansing Brooks said.
Several people spoke at the rally in the Rotunda, including Pansing Brooks, Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt and Kayla
Meyer, coordinator of the Lincoln Young Professionals group and representing the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce.
Pansing Brooks told those gathered they should feel loved and not be diminished by the opinions of others.
"It is not up to others to judge love," she said. 
As a mom, she understands liberation and being able to come out as the person each one is authentically, she said.
That authenticity gives people strength and courage to move forward and to stand up, recognize they are loved
and feel the embrace of those around them. 
What worries her most in this country, she said, are those that use religious liberty and protections as a sword
toward people who don't agree with them, rather than as a shield. 
Hunt, who identifies as bisexual, asked how it is that she is good enough to make laws that affect everyone in the
state, but not good enough to be out about whom she loves. 
She asked those assembled to keep spreading the word about what is needed in Nebraska for full equality, in the
workplace, housing, access to services, parental rights, all things that need to improve. 
"People do not want to live in a state with legalized discrimination," she said. "This is the first step. This is called
the bare minimum, and this is what I expect of my colleagues."
Meyer said fairness and equal treatment are essential for a welcoming economy and are the basis of anti-
discrimination laws. 
Work and merit should serve as the basis of reward, not factors such as race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or
gender identity, she said. 







"Business thrives when we have the best talent available in Nebraska," Meyer said. 
Abbi Swatsworth, executive director of OutNebraska, which sponsored the rally, has lived in Nebraska more than
30 years. 
"Now is the time to pass LB627," she said. "Retaining and attracting young talented workers is a top priority in
keeping Nebraska's business ecosystem growing and thriving." 
The Rev. Oscar Sinclair, of the Unitarian Church of Lincoln, said LB627 is not complicated or a particularly long bill.
But there is a moral reason to pass the bill now. 
Each person has inherent worth and dignity, he said, and this is not a negotiable position. It's one that faiths
around the world share. All life is interconnected, and somehow all tied together. 
"For some strange reason, I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be," he said. "And you
can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be."
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: State Fair board calls in investigators after 'suspicious activity' found during review
 
LINCOLN — The State Fair Board has called in the Nebraska State Patrol and Attorney General’s Office after
“suspicious activity” was discovered during an internal review of the fair’s finances.
Beth Smith, who chairs the State Fair Board, said Wednesday that a forensic investigation firm has also been hired
to look into the fair’s banking and financial transactions.
“This is going to take a bit of time,” Smith said. “We will release more information to the public when the
investigation is completed.”
After two fairs in a row lost money, the operation was forced to lay off several workers, take out a $1.1 million line
of credit and revamp its operations.
The fair’s financial director described the situation as “the verge of bankruptcy” in November and criticized the
decisions of the fair’s executive director, Lori Cox. But last month, Cox said the operation is on the rebound.
Smith said Wednesday that the fair board still “feels positive” about the future and “new safeguards” that have
been implemented.
She added that the investigation will have no negative impact on preparations for the 2020 Nebraska State Fair.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Defense chief won't replace Offutt's aged Open Skies recon planes until fate of treaty is
decided
 
The maintenance team at Offutt Air Force Base’s 55th Wing is going to have to keep its ancient, trouble-prone OC-
135 photo reconnaissance planes flying at least a few more years.
Defense Secretary Mark Esper told the Senate Armed Services Committee last week that he won’t spend money
appropriated by Congress last year to buy a replacement jet for the missions, which are mandated by the 1992
Open Skies treaty, because of political uncertainty over the treaty’s future. Those two jets, both based at Offutt
and flown by Offutt crews, were built in 1961 and have a checkered maintenance history.
He said he toured one of the planes during his visit to Offutt last month and talked with some of the crew
members.
Congress has appropriated at least $41.5 million toward replacing the jets in its 2020 budget. About $250 million is
needed. A bidding process was to be started in April, and a contract awarded in September, according to Trump
administration budget justification documents. The planes were expected to be delivered beginning in 2024.
But Esper appears poised to halt the purchase in light of recent efforts by a faction of conservative Republicans to
pull the U.S. out of the treaty.
“Until we make a decision about the path forward, I’m not prepared to recapitalize aircraft,” Esper said at the
committee hearing March 4, adding that the U.S. and its NATO allies “need to speak out more clearly about
Russian noncompliance.”
There’s little doubt new planes are needed. The OC-135Bs were built by Boeing at the dawn of the jet age. The
four-engine aircraft are based on the same airframe as the Boeing 707 civilian airliner, the company’s first jet,
which was last flown by U.S. airlines in 1983.
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The Trump administration’s budget justification document states that the OC-135Bs have experienced “decreasing
mission reliability due to age, difficulties with out-of-production parts, and increased operating costs.” The
document said the planes have completed just 65% of their missions between 2007 and 2017, driven by failures in
their engines, fuel system, landing gear, generators and airframe.
“By not recapitalizing the Open Skies aircraft, we are adding risk to our aircrews,” said Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., a
retired Air Force brigadier general who formerly commanded the 55th Wing, including the OC-135s. “The current
aircraft are old, have bad maintenance rates and are prone to breakdown in Russia, putting our crews in bad
situations where they are harassed by Russian authorities.”
The Open Skies treaty allows the 34 member nations — including the United States, Canada, Russia and most
European countries — the right to conduct supervised aerial photography flights over one another’s territory,
using expensive cameras, known as sensors, with capabilities strictly regulated by the treaty.
The treaty enjoyed bipartisan support until several years ago, when a hard-line faction of Republicans, including
former National Security Adviser John Bolton and Sens. Tom Cotton of Arkansas and Ted Cruz of Texas, began
working to scuttle the treaty. They have alleged that Russia is leveraging it to gain an unfair advantage over the
United States.
“The Open Skies Treaty no longer serves to reduce tensions or build trust, if it ever did. Instead it gives Russia a
spying capability it wouldn’t otherwise possess, which jeopardizes U.S. security,” Cotton said in a Washington Post
op-ed published in December.
Cotton and other critics have cited restrictions of flights along the border of several conflict zones within the
neighboring Republic of Georgia where pro-Russian breakaway governments have declared independence. There
are also restrictions on the length of flights over Kaliningrad, a Russian enclave on the Baltic Sea that is packed with
military sites.
The treaty’s defenders, though, say it is still quite valuable, especially to our allies, by letting them keep an eye on
each other. It also keeps NATO militaries working together, since most U.S. missions are flown in partnership with
other countries.
“The Open Skies Treaty is a cornerstone of European security and stability. Crucially, it allows even small countries
to get information on military activities around them,” said Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II, D-Mo., at a House Armed
Services Committee hearing last October. “The violations should be dealt with by diplomatic means, not used as a
case for hasty withdrawal.”
Last fall, the National Security Council reportedly drafted a letter directing the U.S. to begin efforts to withdraw
from the treaty. Bacon and Rep. Jeff Fortenberry co-sponsored legislation — later included in the Defense
authorization bill — that would place procedural hurdles in the way of withdrawal and require notice to Congress.
“I think we needed to let the White House know, ‘Hey, we’re going to stand up and defend this,’” Bacon said in
October.
Nebraska Sen. Deb Fischer said in a statement that she continues to support the new aircraft, but she deferred to
the Trump administration on whether the U.S. should stick with the treaty.
“I have advocated for the recapitalization of the OC-135B,” she said. “Should the administration elect to remain in
the treaty, I will continue to do so.”
In his Washington Post op-ed, Cotton conceded that the old planes are in bad shape. But he sees no value in
replacing them.
“Modernizing these aircraft would cost nearly a quarter-billion dollars,” Cotton said. “The money would be better
spent on tools that increase the combat effectiveness and survivability of U.S. troops.”
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH Editorial: Legislature, end the stalemate
 
Nebraska state senators are sent to Lincoln to be problem-solvers. But the Legislature has failed that duty by
stalemating — session after session — over how to achieve property tax relief and provide a major increase in
school funding. That failure needs to stop this session.
It needs to stop next week, in fact, by approving the sensible compromise legislation that will enable Nebraska to
finally move forward on property tax relief and school aid policy.
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Nebraska school districts play a key role in this debate. Legislative negotiators this week reached reasonable
compromise on several major points of concern raised by school officials. That is welcome flexibility on an issue
that’s long generated heated disagreement.
Now, school districts need to reciprocate by demonstrating similar flexibility, looking to Nebraska’s statewide
interest. All parties need to give a bit in order for this to work. After all, as part of this package the state will be
significantly increasing its aid to schools. The last thing Nebraska needs on this issue is unbending naysaying by
lawmakers and school districts.
The key aims of the legislation, after all, are crucial. Nebraskans would receive property tax relief on multiple fronts
— residential, agricultural, commercial. And after years of justified complaint, Nebraska would finally begin to
move up from the 49th position in state aid to schools.
It will be a horrendous failure by the Legislature if senators continue their needless stalemate at a time when
negotiations have produced sensible compromise. Senators need to be part of the solution, not part of the
problem. Time in this 60-day “short session” is quickly slipping away, and it would be irresponsible for senators to
spend these final weeks setting down further roadblocks to agreement.
The Legislature similarly would be shirking an all-important duty if it fails to approve a new version of the state’s
business incentives law. The current legislation is a major improvement on existing law, which expires at the end of
this year, and the bill sponsor, State Sen. Mark Kolterman of Seward, has long been open to responsible
compromise.
Senators need to be wide awake to the economic stakes involved. The coronavirus threat has begun to cause
tremendous disruptions nationwide, with further uncertainties ahead. Our state and country are facing the serious
possibility of a recession. In the face of such conditions, the Legislature would be grossly irresponsible to allow our
business incentives policy to expire with no well-crafted replacement.
The Legislature has been mired in deadlock on these issues for far too long. The time has arrived for action.
Lawmakers need to do their duty, to serve Nebraska’s best interest.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Urban League joins with OPS to boost education
 
The writer is president and CEO of the Urban League of Nebraska.
The year a student transitions between middle school and high school — 8th grade — is described in education
circles as a “make or break” year. That’s why the Urban League of Nebraska, in partnership with the Hewlett
Foundation and the National Urban League, has launched the “Building Public Will” initiative at Monroe Middle
and Benson High Schools.
We identified a 150 students, and we are providing support in their Freshmen Academy. The plan is to provide
supplemental support and incentives to encourage students to improve their school attendance and academic
achievement.
We’re firing up parents and local stakeholders to get involved and engaged with the students, and we’ve
committed staff resources and focused our existing educational programs and assets, in partnership with the
building administrators, on those students who are transitioning to high school.
The strategy is aligned with the Omaha school district’s “Strive for 95” program, which encourages students to
attend 95% of the school days or miss fewer than 10 days during the school year. According to the research, this
benchmark leads to an 85% graduation rate.
The Urban League has been working very closely with the Omaha school district and the Nebraska Department of
Education on the implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The tenets of ESSA include reducing
chronic absenteeism and improving college readiness and career preparedness.
The Urban League’s contribution into the design of the Nebraska’s ESSA plan was to ensure that the concept of
“equity” was woven into the fabric department’s strategic goals. Defined, “equity” means “all students have
meaningful access to the educational resources they need at the right moment, at the right level and with the right
intensity. Educational equity allows students to discover and explore their passions and make meaningful
connections within the context of their postsecondary interests.”
The Urban League of Nebraska is a nonprofit, community-based agency that administers programs in
education/youth development, employment/career services, and we are a traditional civil rights organization. We







advocate for social justice-related issues and have been engaged in efforts to reform our juvenile justice system
and educational institutions, as we endeavor to assist our youth and young adults reach their full potential.
In order to assist our corporate community meet its future demands for labor, we are preparing the next
generation’s workforce by instilling in them the importance of attendance, punctuality and basic workplace
etiquette. In order to grow our economy, we need to tap into the human capital within the underserved segments
of our society and cultivate the local talent that is indigenous to our community.
In collaboration with our local school district, we are doing our part to prepare our students for success in school,
work and life.
By Thomas Warren Sr.
 


OWH: Peterson, Ricketts are wrong
 
Once again Attorney General Doug Peterson and Gov. Pete Ricketts are blaming the Nebraska Racing Commission
for their own shortsighted view about legal gambling in the state. Not only would it help Fonner Park, but it also
would help our tax shortfall, roads and infrastructure and please the majority of Nebraskans who want to legalize
gambling.
Meanwhile, throngs of people continue to cross the river to gamble, taking with them those dollars and revenue to
Iowa. Mr. Ricketts and Mr. Peterson, please wake up and remove your head from the sand. You will not stop
gambling, and this is 2020, not 1980.
Michael T. Costello, Gibbon, Neb.
 


LJS Editorial, 3/12: Split off tax reform; salvage business incentive plan
 
It didn’t seem like a great idea back in January, but it didn’t seem like a train wreck, either.
It was the preferred option of neither Gov. Pete Ricketts nor the Journal Star editorial board.
But legislative leaders decided the best way to accomplish property tax relief and replace the state’s retiring
business development and tax incentive program was to join them at the hip.
The idea was to tie together the fates of the big cities, who want their tax incentives to fuel economic growth, and
rural areas, who strain under the weight of high property taxes, thereby giving everyone an incentive to play nice
in the legislative sandbox.
We are now closing in on train-wreck territory.
Hopes are dimming for a tax compromise. But that’s a problem for another day (Sunday, specifically, when the
Journal Star editorial board weighs in on that topic).
Right now the clock is running out on a replacement for the Nebraska Advantage Act, which would leave the state
by the end of 2020 without a tax incentive plan to draw new businesses and create incentives for growth.
With or without passage of meaningful tax reform, the state will be less equipped to grow its tax base without
Imagine Nebraska, the new incentive plan outlined in LB720 and introduced by Sen. Mark Kolterman.
With 21 pending amendments as of Monday, LB720 can’t really be considered in its final form. But it’s safe to say
that it will represent lessons learned from the Nebraska Advantage Act and from efforts at passage of a
replacement incentive plan last session.
Incentives scale up with wages for newly created jobs and with investment. Accountability and transparency are
addressed. And rural areas get some tax incentive love.
There are good ideas here, and further amendments might build on those. But all this good work will be for naught
if lawmakers don’t uncouple LB720 from tax reform and do it fast.
True tax reform must be addressed, but it needed to be addressed last session. And the one before that. And the
one before that. And the one … well, you get the idea. Without it, though, there’s still a mechanism – albeit a
flawed one – to continue to collect revenue for the state.
But when the Nebraska Advantage Act is gone, it’s gone, along with an effective tool to grow the tax base, which
represents the most organic way to ease the overall tax burden.
For the good of the state, lawmakers should uncouple tax reform and business incentives and pass LB720. Pairing
them shows no signs of working.







 


LJS: Questioning nominee's objectivity
 
The future of medical cannabis in the state of Nebraska has been dealt a blow by the confirmation of former
senator and current leader of SAM (Smart Approaches to Marijuana) Nebraska John Kuehn to the State Board of
Health.
Kuehn has made way too many negative public statements about a drug and industry he will have a part in
regulating. The conflict of interest is too large to ignore.
Gov. Pete Ricketts should have appointed a more neutral person to sit on the board. 
Michael Davis, Omaha
 


LJS: Get guns out of state Capitol
 
State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh is right to call for better safety at the Capitol.
When people who are not on-duty police openly carry guns to the Capitol or any public place, that’s intimidation.
Even if legal, it’s wrong.
I want the Nebraska Legislature not only to ban guns from the Capitol grounds but to repeal the state’s open-carry
law so this never happens again.
Curtis Bryant, Omaha
 


OWH: Sasse, bipartisan commission say U.S. government, private sector are behind on cybersecurity
 
WASHINGTON — America needs to get its act together on cybersecurity.
That’s the bottom-line warning embodied by a 122-page report released Wednesday by the bipartisan Cyberspace
Solarium Commission.
“The United States now operates in a cyber landscape that requires a level of data security, resilience and
trustworthiness that neither the U.S. government nor the private sector alone is currently equipped to provide,”
according to the report.
That lack of preparedness is only growing worse, according to the report, as countries such as China, Russia and
North Korea continue to probe U.S. critical infrastructure with impunity.
Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., wrote the legislation that established the commission and also served as one of its
members over the past year.
At a Capitol Hill event rolling out the report on Wednesday, Sasse said it was necessary because both the executive
and legislative branches are broken.
“The digital revolution is remaking everything about American and global life,” Sasse said. “And our institutions in
general — but specifically the clunky, slow- moving institutions of government — are not ready for this.”
Commission members said the report is intended to be a blueprint for real action and includes about 80
recommendations organized into half a dozen pillars.
Within the pillar of government reform, for example, is a call for creating new congressional committees devoted
specifically to cyber issues, establishing a Senate-confirmed position of National Cyber Director and strengthening
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency.
Other general pillars include promoting national resilience in the face of attacks, improving collaboration with the
private sector and preserving military options to deter attacks.
The report highlights what’s at stake when it comes to cyberattacks.
“A major cyberattack on the nation’s critical infrastructure and economic system would create chaos and lasting
damage exceeding that wreaked by the fires in California, floods in the Midwest and hurricanes in the Southeast,”
according to the report.
In an interview, Sasse described the report as an “opening bid” and a way to define areas that need work rather
than the final word on the subject.
Some of its discussion about election security, for example, is more focused on looking back at Russian
interference in the 2016 contest than planning for future attacks by adversaries such as China, Sasse said.







And he suggested that some of the recommendations should be more aggressive, such as its call for congressional
committees specifically dealing with cybersecurity.
Creating those committees is fine, Sasse said, but a wholesale reorganization of the congressional committee
apparatus is really what’s needed.
“The committee structure of Congress does not work on cyber and so we need to reform that,” Sasse said. “And
there are a whole bunch of career, permanent politicians here who don’t want their committee assignments to
lose any jurisdiction.”
Sasse said he expects to see congressional movement on some of the report’s recommendations yet this year.
Specifically, Sasse said he expects to join Sen. Angus King, a Maine independent, in introducing a dozen proposals
as part of the upcoming annual defense bill process.
By Joseph Morton
 


AP/CNN: Trump suspends travel from Europe, outlines virus response plan
 
President Donald Trump said Wednesday he is suspending all travel between the U.S. and Europe for 30 days
beginning Friday as he seeks to combat a viral pandemic.
Trump made the announcement in an Oval Office address to the nation, blaming the European Union for not
acting quickly enough to address the “foreign virus" and saying U.S. clusters were “seeded” by European travelers.
“We made a lifesaving move with early action on China," Trump said. "Now we must take the same action with
Europe.”
Trump said the restrictions won't apply to the United Kingdom and the U.S. would monitor the situation to
determine if travel could be reopened earlier.
Trump said he was also directing agencies to provide unspecified financial relief for “for workers who are ill,
quarantined or caring for others due to coronavirus," and asked Congress to take action to extend it.
Trump said the U.S. will will defer tax payments for some individual and business filers for three months to lessen
the impacts of the virus outbreak. He said the Small Business Administration will also make low-interest loans
available to businesses to help them weather the storm.
"This is not a financial crisis," he said. "This just a temporary moment of time that we will overcome together as a
nation and as a world."
Trump also reiterated his call on Congress to pass a cut to the federal payroll tax in order to stimulate the
economy.
Trump said “we are marshaling the full power” of the government and private sector to protect the American
people.
Congress, for its part, unveiled a multibillion-dollar aid package that was expected to be voted on by the House as
soon as Thursday.
The mounting effort to contain the virus and financial fallout intensified on a grueling day: Communities canceled
public events nationwide, universities moved to cancel in-person classes, and families grappled with the impact of
disruptions to public schools. The number of confirmed cases of the infection topped 1,000 in the U.S. and the
World Health Organization declared the global crisis is now a pandemic.
"I can say we will see more cases, and things will get worse than they are right now," Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease, said in testimony before the House Oversight and Reform
Committee. He said the virus is "10 times more lethal than the seasonal flu."
In a week of mixed messages and false starts, Washington suddenly seemed poised to act.
"Now we're hitting a patch and we're going to have to do something with respect to getting rid of this virus as
quickly as possible and as safely as possible," Trump said.
"As you know, we have another part of the world, Europe, that is in very tough shape, having a hard time right now
with the virus," Trump said during a meeting with bankers to discuss how the financial services industry can help
consumers and small businesses affected by the outbreak.
On Capitol Hill, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi unveiled an economic assistance plan that was gaining bipartisan
backing. Central to the package is free coronavirus testing nationwide and emergency funding to reimburse lost
paychecks for those self-quarantining, missing work or losing jobs amid the outbreak.







The draft legislation would create a new federal emergency sick leave benefit for people with the virus or caring
for a coronavirus victim. It would provide two-thirds of an employee's monthly income for up to three months.
To that end, the administration floated several other strategies, including the rare idea of declaring a national
disaster that could potentially unlock funding streams, according to a person unauthorized to discuss the planning
and granted anonymity.
A major disaster declaration provides additional authorities for federal agencies, including the military, to assist in
responding to an emergency, including medical care, sheltering and distributing goods.
The White House was expected to delay the April 15 federal tax filing deadline for some taxpayers in a bid to
soften the impact of the virus outbreak on the U.S. economy.
For most people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. For
some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, including
pneumonia.
The vast majority of people recover from the new virus. According to the World Health Organization, people with
mild illness recover in about two weeks, while those with more severe illness may take three to six weeks to
recover.
Congress' attending physician told staff there could be 70 million to 100 million coronavirus cases in the U.S. That's
on par with other estimates. A Harvard official has estimated that 20% to 60% of adults will get the virus, noting it's
"a pretty wide range."
 


AP: Canadian firm starts US prep work for Keystone XL pipeline
 
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — A Canadian company said Wednesday it has started preliminary work along the route of
the proposed Keystone XL oil sands pipeline through the U.S. in anticipation of starting construction next month,
as opponents await a judge's ruling on their request to block any work.
TC Energy spokeswoman Sara Rabern said the Calgary-based company was moving equipment this week and will
begin mowing and felling trees in areas along the pipeline's 1,200-mile (1,930-kilometer) route within the next
week or so.
The work is planned in Montana, South Dakota and Nebraska, Rabern said. She did not provide further location
details.
In April the company plans to begin construction at the line's border crossing in northern Montana. That would be
a huge milestone for a project first proposed in 2008 that has since attracted bitter opposition from climate
activists who say fossil fuel usage must be curbed to combat global warming.
The company also plans work next month on employee camps in Fallon County, Montana and Haakon County,
South Dakota.
Environmental groups in January asked U.S. District Judge Brian Morris to block any work. They said clearing and
tree felling along the route would destroy bird and wildlife habitat. The judge in December had denied a request
from environmentalists to block construction because no work was immediately planned.
The request by environmentalists came days after the Trump administration approved a right-of-way allowing the
$8 billion line to be built across federal land.
“It is irresponsible for TC Energy to jump the gun before Judge Morris rules on our motion," Stephan Volker, an
attorney for the Indigenous Environmental Network and North Coast Rivers Alliance, said Wednesday.
Keystone XL was rejected twice under former President Barack Obama over worries it could make climate change
worse.
The pipeline would transport up to 830,000 barrels (35 million gallons) of crude oil daily from western Canada to
terminals on the U.S. Gulf Coast.
President Donald Trump has been a strong proponent. The Republican issued a special permit for the pipeline last
year after Morris had blocked the project in November 2018, citing potential spills and other environmental
concerns.
A legal challenge to Trump's permit is pending before Morris.
Another oil pipeline in TC Energy’s Keystone network in October spilled an estimated 383,000 gallons (1.4 million
liters) of oil in eastern North Dakota. Critics say a damaging spill from Keystone XL is inevitable given the length of







the line and the many rivers and other waterways it would cross beneath.
By Matthew Brown
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From: Pinkerman, Justin
To: Pinkerman, Justin
Cc: Reuss, Alex
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 3-14-22
Date: Monday, March 14, 2022 12:26:11 PM


AG VALLEY CO-OP


Eustis, NE


Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Mar 2022 6.89 -26.00 12:12
Corn Oct 2022 5.99 -50.00 12:12
Milo Mar 2022 6.70 -45.00 12:12
Milo Oct 2022 5.99 -50.00 12:12
Soybeans Mar 2022 15.40 -108.00 12:12
Soybeans Oct 2022 14.05 -75.00 12:12
Wheat Mar 2022 10.03 -95.00 12:12
Wheat Jul 2022 9.83 -85.00 12:12


 
TV and Radio
NCN: Lawmakers get personal as gun debate heats up
WOWT: Nebraska conceal-carry permit changes bill clears first Unicameral hurdle
NPM: Permitless Concealed Carry Advances; Budget Debates Loom
WOWT: Nebraska Medicine returning to normal operating status Monday
 
Governor
OWH: Bill would give first-year Nebraska teachers up to $5,000 to make up for low pay
LJS: Don Walton: Gun rights bill advancement big victory for Tom Brewer
AP: Nebraska advances permitless concealed carry measure
OWH: State ed board leaders say they're in no rush to revive health standards
OWH: Omaha City Council will consider stripping health director of pandemic authority
AP: Omaha to weigh reducing health chief’s power in an epidemic
NP Telegraph: 1- and 6-year road plan, replacing Mike Jacobson on pair of boards on City Council
agenda
OWH: Black Omaha high school students can earn $1K for passing calculus test
LJS: Foley discusses legislative issues at Executive Club meeting
OWH: Late to join the race, Thibodeau says next governor needs to put 'Nebraska first'
Nebraska Examiner: Memory expert blocked from testifying at Fortenberry trial, which will begin
Wednesday
Nebraska Examiner: L.A. jury to decide if Fortenberry lied to federal agents or was ‘set up’ by them
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Agency
LJS: Inmate advocacy group alleges Nebraska prison's book policy is unconstitutional
 
Legislature
LJS: Bill allowing concealed guns without a permit moves ahead in Legislature
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers advance expanded concealed carry bill
LJS: Bill giving environmental regulators more power gets first-round approval
 
University
OWH: 'A true Maverick': Joanne Li outlines vision for UNO during ceremony
 
Coronavirus
Kearney Hub: COVID-19: As cases fall, vaccination rates are inching upward with 52 percent in Two
Rivers district
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Near record dry winter comes to an end for Nebraska with 98% of state in drought
OWH: 300 snow geese killed, then abandoned along road near Falls City
GII: Fonner Park barn under quarantine after two horses euthanized
Flatwater Free Press: Albion, investing in itself, shows how small towns can thrive
OWH: Glitch delayed some Iowa tornado warnings during deadly outbreak
LJS: Lincoln-based Nebraska National Guard brigade returns from deployment
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Find a way to shut off the pipeline that helps fill Nebraska prisons
OWH Laura Ebke: The importance of breaking bread (or muffins) and civil discourse
OWH Midlands Voices: Putin’s war, Russian oil and climate change
OWH Public Pulse


1. Campaign ads
2. LB 1024
3. Ukraine support
4. Gas prices
5. Good story
6. Vote question
7. Letter response
8. Prison staff shortages
9. ‘Threatening’ behavior


10. Rent assistance


LJS Editorial, 3/13: LPD needs to share answers with public on independent survey
LJS Letters


1. Hardly true feminist view
2. Ordinance no threat to women
3. Tax cuts are never free
4. Womanhood not threatened
5. Vote to keep all welcomed
6. Teachers must teach truth
7. Who really is your neighbor?
8. Call out those praising Putin
9. Fairness ordinance isn't fair







 
National/Federal
OWH: U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry set to go on trial, which will focus on his memory and money
LJS: Fischer says Biden response in Ukraine was too late
AP: Texas clinics’ lawsuit over abortion ban ‘effectively over’
 


OWH: Bill would give first-year Nebraska teachers up to $5,000 to make up for low pay
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers are looking to up the ante on a package of incentives meant to
attract more teachers to Nebraska.
Legislative Bill 1218 would create the Teach in Nebraska Today Program, which would provide first-
year educators up to $5,000 a year for up to five years. The bill is one of the Education Committee’s
priorities this year, as lawmakers look to address the teacher shortage impacting Nebraska schools.
The program was added as an amendment to a bill that, as introduced, would strike the requirement
for a basic skills test and provide other avenues for candidates to enter the teaching profession.
State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, a member of the Education Committee, said the teaching
crisis is “a long time coming.” Teaching vacancies have been increasing for years across the U.S., but
the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated the issue. Some educators left the profession due to burnout.
According to the Nebraska Department of Education, 14% of teacher positions across 143 school
districts were unfilled during the 2021-22 school year. In addition, the number of districts that
reported open positions increased from 53 to 143 from 2020-21 to 2021-22.
Linehan said one of the reasons for the shortage is the low pay most teachers earn early in their
careers, which discourages many students from pursuing teaching jobs. She said many teachers
don’t earn high pay until later in their careers.
“It’s not a 21st century pay scale,” Linehan said.
The Teach in Nebraska Today Program would incentivize Nebraska’s teaching students to stay in the
state, but could also recruit teachers from out of state, said Sen. Lynne Walz of Fremont, chair of the
Education Committee.
The Nebraska Department of Education would choose which applicants receive aid. Though Walz
said the program would prioritize first-year teachers, remaining money could be allocated to
teachers in their second or third year. The program could award up to $5 million each fiscal year,
according to the bill.
The program is designed as student loan assistance, according to the bill, but Linehan and Walz
confirmed that teachers would not need student loan debt to qualify for the program. Linehan said
the aid could also help teachers with other financial needs, such as submitting a down payment on a
house or buying a car.
“We’ve got to do something,” Linehan said.
Teachers would need to be working full time in order to qualify for the program. The bill defines full
time as, at a minimum, working an average of four hours per contract day.
The Education Committee recently approved LB 1218, but it has not been debated by the full
Legislature yet. It needs to clear three rounds of debate and pass Gov. Pete Ricketts’ desk before the
program becomes reality.
If passed, the program would begin in 2023.
By Erin Bamer
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LJS: Don Walton: Gun rights bill advancement big victory for Tom Brewer
 
That was a big win for Sen. Tom Brewer -- and I wonder if any other member of the Legislature could
have achieved it.
Brewer has earned the respect of his colleagues, not only with his life story of military valor, but also
with his hard work in the Legislature, which he pursues while combating health challenges that
would have grounded most of us long ago.
Brewer, Nebraska's only Native senator, is a warrior.
He battles for his constituents in District 43, which encompasses a dozen counties in north-central
Nebraska along with a slice of another.
Heck, he even climbs mountains. 
All of that showed last week when he guided his "constitutional carry" gun rights bill that would
allow Nebraskans to carry a concealed handgun without the need to acquire a $100 state permit
through a filibuster and on a path to potential enactment.
It was a closer call than the final vote indicates: Three senators changed their votes to yes on a
motion to invoke cloture and end a filibuster after the number of affirmative votes reached the
required number of 33.  
The bill was then advanced on a 35-9 tally.
That battle may not be over yet, with opponents raising the volume on concerns that the bill,
without further amendment, could allow individuals to carry concealed handguns without any need
to acquire a permit, even if it's cost-free, or receive gun safety training. 
* * *
Ahead this week in the Legislature at the two-thirds mark with 20 legislative days to go:
* Monday: Debate on Sen. Tom Briese's bill to move Nebraska to year-round daylight saving time
just a day after this year's time change occurs.
* Tuesday: The beginning of what looks like a long and consequential debate on the state budget.
* Wednesday: Debate on Sen. Justin Wayne's bill to create the North Omaha Recovery Act, an
ambitious proposal to designate $450 million in federal pandemic recovery funds for housing and
community recovery.
Big issues piling up now as the Legislature approaches its end game.
* * *
A political and human drama unfolds this week as Rep. Jeff Fortenberry goes on trial in Los Angeles
on federal charges accusing him of making false statements to FBI agents in connection with illegal
foreign contributions to his 2016 re-election campaign.
There's a ton on the line for Fortenberry, including his seat in Congress, his political future, perhaps
his congressional pension and, of course, the personal burden borne by his wife and five daughters.
Fortenberry is facing a dangerous Republican primary election challenge from Sen. Mike Flood of
Norfolk, who has the endorsement of Gov. Pete Ricketts, the leader of the Republican Party in
Nebraska, and former Gov. Dave Heineman.
This is both a personal and political story.
And it is unfolding 1,500 miles away less than two months before Nebraska's May 10 primary
election. 
Finishing up
* War is brutal, but the Russian assault on Ukraine and its people is barbaric.
* Aren't higher gas prices a really small payment for us to make while others are paying for this war







of aggression with their lives, their families, their homes and their future?
* Although Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln was recorded as not voting on a motion to advance so-
called STARWARS legislation that includes construction of a new lake between Lincoln and Omaha,
she does support the bill. 
* Who fills the role of driving continued legislative support for STARWARS water development
projects next year when Speaker Mike Hilgers of Lincoln is likely to be the state's new attorney
general? Probably Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha, who designated the legislation as his priority this
session, although the next Speaker would also play a leadership role.
* The long legislative debate over "constitutional carry" or "concealed carry" gun rights once again
demonstrated the sharp divide between the Lincoln-Omaha metropolitan complex and the rest of
Nebraska. And it has shown up dramatically in recent election results. 
* It shouldn't take an infusion of federal funds to make us begin to think big. 
* Wonder what Mikhail Gorbachev, now 91, is quietly thinking as Russia regresses farther and
farther away from the opening he forged three decades ago.  
It's much safer for Gorbachev to remain silent now, and that's a reminder of the joke he told during
an appearance at the Lied Center in Lincoln about the angry guy who went to the Kremlin to kill
Gorbachev, but returned without success because the line was too long.
* Spring lies a scant week ahead.
Play ball!
By Don Walton
 


AP: Nebraska advances permitless concealed carry measure
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska inched closer Friday to allowing gun owners to carry concealed
firearms without a permit, background check or special training, as more than 20 other conservative
states already have done.
Lawmakers gave the measure initial approval on a 35-9 vote after overcoming a filibuster from
opponents who echoed law enforcement agencies’ public safety concerns. Two more votes are
required before it goes to Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts.
The vote came one day after Alabama became the 22nd state to pass such a law. At least three other
states have measures pending. Nebraska already allows legal gun owners to carry their weapons in
the open in most public places.
Sen. Tom Brewer, of Gordon, said the bill acknowledges the constitutional rights of legal gun owners
who want to carry their weapon without displaying it. Supporters refer to the measure as
“constitutional carry,” in reference to the Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms.
“We don’t need to see good people run up on charges because they simply want to carry a gun
concealed,” Brewer said.
Opponents objected to portions of the bill that would abolish mandatory safety training and
background checks. Law enforcement agencies including Lincoln police have said the permits help
combat crime and enhance public safety, and Omaha police have voiced concerns despite being
officially neutral.
Some lawmakers also objected to a proposed compromise that would increase penalties for people
committing crimes while carrying a hidden gun.
“While this is called ‘constitutional carry,’ it should really be called the training-less and permit-less
concealed carry law,” said Sen. Adam Morfeld, of Lincoln.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fcongress-alabama-gun-politics-b247ea8e68b0027a935a3a3421a26f6b&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cbea0eb663195440f89a908da05dfb658%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637828755706831253%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9v%2ByB2PnKmGt0S7N3OddMy7oLar8HbXqkQhbtUtQrXI%3D&reserved=0





Debate in the Legislature turned heated and bitterly personal. Brewer railed against “an
orchestrated attempt to kill this bill by those who are anti-Second Amendment,” and warned that
the filibuster would come back to haunt state lawmakers who are running for other offices.
Another lawmaker, Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks, of Lincoln, said the argument could easily be flipped.
“I can just as easily say that if you vote (to stop the filibuster), you don’t support Nebraska law
enforcement,” she said.
Pansing Brooks also chastised fellow lawmakers for their infighting and said the senators overseeing
the debate should have stopped it.
“As a mom, I want to send everybody to their rooms,” she said.
Sen. Steve Lathrop, who served from 2007 to 2015, then returned in 2019, said the Legislature had
became nastier, with more personal squabbles and “choreographed” debates.
Lathrop, of Omaha, said he decided not to run again this year because “everything’s decided before
it gets to the floor” and lawmakers routinely lie to each other. He said the Legislature’s culture has
become less respectful, a reflection of term limits and polarization nationally.
“Your responsibility is to this place, to its culture, and it’s gone to hell,” he said to lawmakers.
By Grant Schulte
 


OWH: State ed board leaders say they're in no rush to revive health standards
 
The president and vice president of the Nebraska State Board of Education said Friday they’re in no
rush to revive the controversial health education standards the board put on ice last September.
Board president Patsy Koch Johns and vice president Robin Stevens said the board has no plans at
this time to revive the standards. They said the board must address concerns about the standards-
writing process before considering a restart.
“We at this time have not discussed any plans about bringing it back,” Koch Johns said.
The two leaders commented in a press release aimed at clarifying the board’s recent actions
regarding academic standards. Koch Johns also spoke to The World-Herald.
They pushed back on the perception that the board’s recent actions regarding standards were
bringing it closer to reviving the standards.
In February, a majority of board members voted down a motion by member Kirk Penner to
permanently scrap the health standards.
This month, the majority voted to draft a policy expressing the board’s intent to develop academic
standards in “all subject matter areas,” including health. That policy has yet to be adopted.
In the release, Stevens said the board will need a specific vote to restart the health education
standards process, “and this is not currently an item under consideration by the Board.”
“To be clear,” he said, “the conversations, around ensuring the proper policies and processes are in
place, are necessary before even considering future draft health education standards.”
In an interview Friday, Nebraska Commissioner of Education Matt Blomstedt told The World-Herald
that it’s unlikely the standards would be revived this year.
Reviewing the process the department uses to develop standards, and potentially making changes,
will take time, he said.
“I think I’m pretty confident in saying it’s not 2022, and I would find it highly unlikely it’s 2023,” he
said.
For more than a year, the state has wrestled with the idea of writing health standards for Nebraska
schools. Local school districts currently write their own. The state standards would be recommended
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but not required for districts.
The initial draft of the standards proposed a year ago was praised by advocates of LGBTQ children as
inclusive. The standards contained language recognizing diverse family structures, gender identities
and sexual orientations. After complaints the material was not appropriate for children and reflected
a political agenda, most of those references were stripped in a second draft. But that draft was still
was criticized by Gov. Pete Ricketts, who said it promoted “gender ideology.”
The board postponed them indefinitely Sept. 3.
Subsequently, then-board president Maureen Nickels appointed an ad hoc board committee to
troubleshoot what went wrong with the process.
On March 4, the board adopted six recommendations from the committee. One of the
recommendations was to draft the policy expressing the board’s intent to develop academic
standards in all areas.
Penner, who voted against the recommendations, said he disagrees with the board’s position that it
can write standards beyond the core academic areas authorized by the Legislature.
He said the reason the standards failed has nothing to do with process.
“The issue isn’t the process, it’s the content of the health standards,” he said.
Another recommendation adopted by the board at its March 4 meeting calls for writing a policy to
define the board’s role in the standards-writing process.
Board members also voted to have the Nebraska Department of Education hire a consultant to
review the standards process and suggest improvements.
Blomstedt said Friday that he probably wouldn’t get a consultant on board until summer.
“I would probably aim for June time frame, that’s usually when we have some chance to dive into
those things,” he said.
The intent is to examine the process, including looking at how other states do it, before attempting a
redo of health standards, he said.
Meantime, critics have been unsuccessful in stopping the health standards with legislative action.
A bill in the Legislature this session would have made clear that the board can write standards only in
core academic areas. With 20 days left in the session, that bill proposed by State Sen. Joni Albrecht
remained in the Education Committee on Friday.
In his budget request to state lawmakers, Ricketts included language that would have barred the
education department from using any of its appropriation to research, adopt or implement state sex
education standards for schools.
Members of the Appropriations Committee this past week advanced the budget to the full
body without the language, but an amendment has been offered to add it in.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Omaha City Council will consider stripping health director of pandemic authority
 
A proposal heading before the Omaha City Council on Tuesday would strip decision-making powers
from the city health director in the event of an epidemic.
Under the proposed ordinance, the city health director would only have the power to certify the
presence of an epidemic. After a threat is recognized, a newly established special epidemic health
director would be responsible for coming up with a plan to manage it.
The ordinance states the special epidemic director would assume the powers previously held by the
city’s health director during an epidemic. However, any order from the new epidemic director could
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be rejected by the mayor. The City Council also would have the ability to weigh in on the order.
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert, who requested the ordinance along with Councilman Vinny Palermo,
told The World-Herald that the measure is intended to provide accountability during future
epidemics.
Nearly two months ago, Douglas County Health Director Lindsay Huse issued a mask mandate for
Omaha amid a surge of COVID-19 infections. Huse issued the mandate under her authority as the
city’s health director. She cited an “astronomical spike in cases” and already overburdened health
care system as her justification for the mandate.
At the time, it appeared to have the backing of a majority of City Council members. Some health
officials, including the chief of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s infectious diseases
division, also voiced support for the mandate.
But a trio of council members vocally opposed it, as did Gov. Pete Ricketts and Stothert, though she
conceded Huse had the authority to issue the mandate. The mayor said neither she nor the council
could void the mandate, which Huse eventually lifted in February.
“It was something that I opposed and the council had no say in it,” Stothert said. “Those making the
decisions for the people of Omaha should be those elected to serve them.”
Huse could not be reached for comment Saturday. A spokesperson for the Douglas County Health
Department declined to comment on the proposal.
Under the ordinance, the newly created special epidemic health director position would be filled by
the physician medical director at the Omaha Fire Department. The Fire Department’s current
medical director is Dr. Paul Schenarts, a trauma surgeon at UNMC.
Stothert said they opted to designate someone already on the city’s payroll so the city wouldn’t have
to scramble to hire a new person during an epidemic.
The Douglas County health director would still serve as the city’s health director. But during an
epidemic, their role would be limited to activating the new special epidemic director, who would
then make recommendations regarding precautions and regulations.
The mayor would have the power to approve or reject those recommendations. If she decided to
take no action, the order would go into effect after 24 hours. The proposed actions would also be
placed on the agenda at the City Council’s next meeting, during which the council could uphold or
reverse the mayor’s decision.
“We learned a lot. We learned how the citizens feel about mandates and forcing them to do things,”
Stothert said Saturday. “We hope that we don’t have another one of these, but if we do we have to
be prepared.”
Tuesday’s meeting would be the first time the proposed ordinance comes before the council. A
public hearing is scheduled for March 29.
The council’s meeting is scheduled to start at 2 p.m. Tuesday in the city’s legislative chambers, 1819
Farnam St. A livestream can be accessed via www.cityofomaha.org.
By Luna Stephens
 


AP: Omaha to weigh reducing health chief’s power in an epidemic
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The Omaha City Council will consider reducing the decision-making powers for
the city health director in the event of an epidemic.
The Omaha World-Herald reports that the proposal up for discussion Tuesday comes two months
after Douglas County Health Director Lindsay Huse issued a mask mandate for Omaha amid a surge
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of COVID-19 infections. While her decision had the support of the majority of City Council members
and some health officials, it drew criticism from Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and a trio of council
members.
The proposed ordinance would give the city health director only the power to certify the presence of
an epidemic. If a threat is established, a special epidemic health director would be responsible for
coming up with a plan to manage it. Any order could be rejected by the mayor. The City Council also
would have the ability to weigh in.
Mayor Jean Stothert said the measure is intended to provide accountability.
 


NP Telegraph: 1- and 6-year road plan, replacing Mike Jacobson on pair of boards on City
Council agenda
 
Other key items on Tuesday’s packed North Platte City Council agenda include the city’s latest one-
and six-year road plan and nominations to replace state Sen. Mike Jacobson on two local boards.
The 2021-22 road plan, required for the city to receive state highway funds toward local projects,
mainly highlights top-priority work from last year’s plan.
North Platte City Council seeks input on short-term, long-term road plans
Topping the document’s one-year project list are the widening of North Lakeview Boulevard from
West A to Front streets and asphalt resurfacing on 14 city streets. Work on them all should start
soon, depending on the weather, City Engineer Brent Burklund said.
The short-term list also includes the extension of Sunrise Drive between U.S. Highway 83 and South
Willow Street.
Mid-Plains Community College is paying for that project to provide additional access to North Plate
Community College’s South Campus, Burklund said.
Eugene Avenue, Dixie Avenue among projects discussed by public at annual 1- and 6-year road plan
hearing
Council members will decide whether to ratify Mayor Brandon Kelliher’s nominations of Randy
Billingsley to the North Platte Airport Authority board and former Planning Commission Chairman
Greg Wilke to the Community Redevelopment Authority board.
Jacobson had been chairman of both boards before Gov. Pete Ricketts appointed him Feb. 23 to
complete the last 10½ months of resigned Sen. Mike Groene’s final term in District 42.
The five members of the CRA — which primarily works on tax increment financing proposals — are
appointed by the mayor subject to council approval.
City voters separately elect the five-member Airport Authority, but state law requires the mayor and
council to fill midterm vacancies.
Billingsley, 520 E. Ninth St., would serve the rest of Jacobson’s airport board term through July 2025.
He had filed for the airport board’s lone open seat in the 2022 election prior to Jacobson’s
resignation.
Billingsley withdrew from that race before the March 1 filing deadline, said Lincoln County Clerk
Becky Rossell.
That leaves two candidates — Daren Wilkinson and Corban Heinis — for succeed Greg Hanna for a
six-year term.
Wilkinson and Heinis now will automatically advance to the Nov. 8 general election, Rossell said.
Wilke, a retired banker, would serve out Jacobson’s CRA term until June 1. Kelliher would have to
reappoint him for him to stay on after that.







North Platte City Council to have third vote Tuesday on airport annexation
In other business, the council will:
» Take its third and final vote on an ordinance creating a “street improvement district” for the
Nebraska Department of Transportation’s expected 2023 reconstruction of U.S. Highway 83 (South
Jeffers Street) from First to Leota streets.
» Decide whether to renew the city’s self-insured health and accident coverage for the policy year
starting April 1.
By Todd von Kampen
 


OWH: Black Omaha high school students can earn $1K for passing calculus test
 
In a novel approach to address racial inequity and inspire interest in mathematics for Black Omaha
high school students, a Chicago-based entrepreneur will pay them to pass a calculus test.
Known as the Alpha Mission Calculus Awards, the program is open to Black students at Omaha high
schools in grades 10, 11 and 12. Participants sign up to learn calculus, take a test and earn $1,000 if
they pass. The money is not a scholarship — students can spend it any way they wish.
Philanthropists, nonprofits and politicians have spent decades attempting to address Omaha’s long
history of racial inequity. Entrepreneur Robert Blackwell Jr. thinks that empowering young people to
put effort into a subject as difficult as calculus could be a part of the solution.
Blackwell, who is Black, is the CEO of IT consulting firm EKI Digital and the founder of Alpha Mission,
an organization working to strengthen Black business communities through partnerships and
mentoring.
“I’ve benefited from a lot of great mentorship,” Blackwell said. “I think all of us owe it to those who
came before us to do something for those who are going to come after us.”
Omaha was selected for the initiative because of the city’s history of inequity, and because of what
Blackwell sees as a potential for real progress. Blackwell befriended Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts at a
Republican Governors Association meeting and the two discussed ways to strengthen the state’s
relationship with the Black community.
“I told him that the way to mend that relationship is to focus on economics,” Blackwell said. “Omaha
is big enough and small enough to be impactful in this area, and there are a lot of people with good
will.”
Economic inequality is stark in Omaha. A recent report from the Omaha Economic Development
Corporation indicates that Black Omahans experience significantly higher rates of poverty than any
other group: nearly 44% of Black households have incomes at or below $24,999.
Blackwell got the calculus competition idea from a young man he met at a university speaking
engagement. When the student asked for a meeting, Blackwell obliged. While talking, he learned
that the student had spent a summer teaching himself calculus after a subpar math teacher left him
confused.
“I remember thinking that anybody who has the desire — who is willing to put in the work — to
teach themselves calculus is going to be somebody,” Blackwell said.
Inspired by the story, Blackwell gave the student an analytics project and promised him $1,000 if he
liked what he saw. He did, and the man ended up working for Blackwell for years.
After that success, Blackwell sought to find a way to bring the same opportunity to Black students in
similar situations.
One such student is Arianna Hill, 16, a junior at Omaha North High School. Hill is looking toward a







future in health care, and she was immediately interested in the contest.
“I think it’s really important to have opportunities like this,” Hill said. “It’s an easy and inclusive way
to get people in our community to realize how important STEM and math subjects are. And the
thousand dollars draws people in.”
Hill is currently taking precalculus but is ready to challenge herself to learn calculus on top of that.
She and the other students will attend monthly tutoring sessions until October, but will be able to
take the test earlier if they feel ready. If Hill succeeds, she said she will save the money.
Blackwell said this will be the first of many annual calculus competitions. He sees it not only as a way
to get Black students interested in math, but also as a way to build a community.
“The most important thing for these kids is to find out that somebody loves and cares for them
outside of their mother and father,” he said. “That’s what a community is about: knowing that
people are there who care about you and your outcomes.”
Eight students are currently registered to participate, and registration closes on March 15.
Interested students can register by submitting their information on the “Contact Us“ page on the
Alpha Mission website.
By Molly Ashford
 


LJS: Foley discusses legislative issues at Executive Club meeting
 
Situated in the middle of the country, Nebraska can seem insulated from the polarizing political
posturing of Washington. But those involved with local and statewide politics in the state would
surely sing a similar separatist song of woe.
“We pride ourselves on having this one-house unicameral with a non-partisan legislature. Does
anybody believe that?” Lt. Gov. Mike Foley asked that rhetorical question this past Monday to
Executive Club members at their weekly luncheon at the Hilton Garden Inn in downtown Lincoln.
“Believe me, it’s very partisan. It’s one house, but this is a very partisan legislature.”
Foley is in his eighth year as lieutenant governor under Gov. Pete Rickets’ administration, and a good
portion of his job is to keep a close eye on the activity and direction of bill making in the Unicameral.
Foley knows a lot about the process, being elected to two terms representing the 29th district out of
Lincoln starting in 2000.
“Today’s a recess day for the legislature, and that makes it perfect for me to come over and visit with
you. Typically when they’re in session, I’m over there presiding over the session,” Foley said.
“Because when you’re in the room, you get a real good feel for who’s talking, who’s talking to who,
who’s making the deals and what each of the bills are all about.”
Foley left his spot in the legislature in 2006 when he took over the position of state auditor. He
served in that job until 2014, when he became lieutenant governor. He said he’s experienced a lot by
serving in government, but these days he’s seeing something new.
“This session of the legislature is unlike anything I’ve ever seen. I’ve been down there (at the Capitol)
22 years, and I’ve never seen anything like it before,” Foley said. “We are swimming in money, and a
lot of it relates to COVID.”
He said some of the overflow of funding looks to be channeled toward broadband services for
certain areas and water projects across the state.
“There are lots of water projects the legislature is considering, and in particular we have our eyes on
the compact with the state of Colorado, which guarantees a certain quantity of flow to Nebraska.
Our responsibility is to provide the means to get it here, which requires a canal,” he said. “The
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governor said the way things are going in Colorado, we’re going to need to get that water, because
by and large we’re an agricultural state.”
Foley noted that the legislature has its sights set on a few other water-related projects as well.
“They want to build a brand new lake, a big lake of 4,000 acres and seven miles long around the
Gretna area, but it’s not a fixed location yet,” he said. “The legislature is also considering many other
recreational projects surrounding lake locations that we’re going to be hearing a lot about over the
next few weeks.”
Speaking of brand new, the next unicameral threatens to look completely different. Foley said that
12 state senators will be “term-limiting out” after this current session, and 10 more are running for
separate offices. That accounts for more than half of the legislative seats.
“Next year’s legislature may be a brand new place,” said Foley, a Rochester, New York native.
Foley said the legislature may have to decide on several hot-button issues before May, and those
range from abortion and gun control to sex education standards, casino gambling and the
legalization of marijuana.
“Tomorrow is day 37 of the 60-day session, and by the end of the week we’ll be two-thirds of the
way through it,” he said. “Last year was the long session, 90 days. So there’s a lot to be done in this
session. It should prove to be a very interesting session.”
By Tim Brusnahan, Lincoln Executive Club
 


OWH: Late to join the race, Thibodeau says next governor needs to put 'Nebraska first'
 
Facing a shortage of cash and time, Theresa Thibodeau has taken her campaign for Nebraska
governor on the road, racking up miles and handshakes in the process.
The Republican candidate hopes her background and experiences, including stints as a state
lawmaker and day care owner, will separate her in the field of GOP hopefuls seeking to advance to
the November general election.
Thibodeau, 46, announced her candidacy on Nov. 8 after stepping down as Charles Herbster’s
running mate in July. She told The World-Herald that she didn’t feel like she could continue in the
position after seeing what she described as Herbster’s inability to set policy or recognize the specific
issues facing Nebraska.
“When you’re governor of Nebraska, there is a lot of talk of federal issues and ‘America first.’ But as
governor, you have to put Nebraska first,” she said. “Governors can have influence, but they cannot
be the single person to change something, and I feel like there wasn’t really acknowledgement with
that. I feel like the two front-runners are out of touch from Nebraska.”
Those two front-runners, Herbster and University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen, owe their status, at
least in part, to flush campaign coffers that have helped them build greater name ID than Thibodeau
and the other candidate in the top four, State Sen. Brett Lindstrom. All three of those contenders
declared their candidacy months earlier than Thibodeau.
She said she didn’t think about running for governor until after she stepped down as Herbster’s
running mate. After researching the candidates, Thibodeau didn’t feel like she could put her support
behind any of them.
“As I started looking at my experiences, my background with education, I felt that I was the right
person for the job,” she said.
Thibodeau opened a franchise location for a day care and preschool center, called Primrose School
of La Vista, in 2014 before selling it last fall to campaign full time. At the peak of her business before







the pandemic, she had about 180 children enrolled and 48 employees.
“When you have that opportunity to talk to hundreds of parents a day, you learn a lot and you learn
about what they are concerned about,” Thibodeau said.
Thibodeau was born in Kansas City; her family moved to the Omaha area when she was 2 years old.
She met her now husband, Joseph, in elementary school and graduated from the University of
Nebraska at Omaha with a bachelor’s degree in psychology in 1998. She and her husband have three
children.
Thibodeau started her first job in the benefits department at Werner Enterprises in Omaha. She said
she eventually transitioned into the field of benefit consulting. Her next move was opening Primrose
of La Vista.
By then, she had already gained some experience in politics. She served as campaign manager for
her older sister, Omaha City Councilwoman Aimee Melton, who was first elected to the council in
2013.
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert appointed Thibodeau to the Omaha Personnel Board in 2016. She also
served as chair of the Douglas County Republican Party and on the boards of the La Vista Community
Foundation and Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Midlands.
She was appointed by Gov. Pete Ricketts to the Legislature in 2017 to fill a vacancy in District 9,
which included east-central Omaha.
State Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon, who worked with Thibodeau on a variety of bills, said he instantly
paid attention and listened to her.
“She was thoughtful with how she worked through bills,” he said. “She was thorough, reading bills
and making sure when she voted for it, it was the right thing to do — making sure that particular law
would change Nebraska in a positive way.”
Thibodeau said she is most proud of her work on Legislative Bill 1120, which was introduced by Sen.
Tyson Larson of O’Neill. Thibodeau’s amendment from a previous bill she introduced was included in
LB 1120, which empowered the Liquor Control Commission to license and regulate “bottle clubs,” a
private business where people can bring their own alcohol.
“We wanted to make sure they were operating safely ... in order to prevent underage drinking,” she
said.
Thibodeau lost the 2018 election, a race she was favored to win, to Machaela Cavanaugh by 288
votes.
She faces an uphill challenge in her bid for governor.
Herbster and Pillen have raised millions of dollars since they announced in the spring of 2021,
shelling a lot of money into TV commercials. Thibodeau, who spent only $112,985 last year, has
opted to hit the road.
She’s been putting thousands of miles on her car as she’s trekked across Nebraska for the past few
months, averaging about 1,000 miles a week, she said.
Brewer said she has been well received. He was recently in Taylor, Nebraska, for a community event
when he was approached by people with questions about Thibodeau.
“I said, ‘You need to vote with your heart for governor, because she is not going to have the money
the rich guys have, but she is a good person and will work hard,’” Brewer said. “Sometimes whoever
people hear in the commercials is who they vote for.”
Perre Neilan, political consultant and lobbyist at Neilan Strategy Group, said Thibodeau’s late entry
into the race put her at a disadvantage.
“Theresa is a great person,” Neilan said. “Statewide candidates need two things: time and money.
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Unfortunately for her, she has neither.”
In responding to Thibodeau’s criticisms of Herbster, his campaign noted her abbreviated time on the
campaign trail.
“Not only does (Herbster) have a full understanding of the issues Nebraskans face, he’s lived it. This
is not experience you can learn in a few short months on the campaign trail,” Ellen Keast, Herbster’s
campaign manager, said in an email.
Thibodeau said she’s not concerned about the cash disadvantage.
“Nebraskans are very informed voters and they don’t want the governor’s mansion to be bought,”
she said.
If elected, Thibodeau has her eyes on several initiatives, including tax reform. She said she wants to
simplify the property tax structure by cutting out the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities
Support Act, the formula for state aid distribution to school districts. About 60% of property tax
revenue goes to pay for schools.
Nebraska needs a new system of funding schools because the current distribution of aid is
inequitable, she said.
That would be a heavy lift. For years, lawmakers have attempted — and largely failed — to reinvent
state aid for schools.
In February, Sen. Lynne Walz of Fremont, the Education Committee chairwoman, put a bill on hold
that would have increased state aid to schools by $728 million a year, thus reducing the need for
property taxes. Last year, lawmakers shot down a proposal that would have restructured state aid
distribution so rural schools would receive more money.
Thibodeau also wants to address spending via a performance audit team that would look for ways
the state can spend more efficiently.
Past candidates have made similar pledges to review state spending. Ricketts initiated such a plan
during his first term in office. Thibodeau said she doesn’t think Ricketts did a deep enough dive into
each government agency’s spending.
Voter verification is another priority, especially as the primary election approaches, Thibodeau said.
She supports implementing voter ID. She said ballot boxes aren’t secure and she would like to get rid
of them entirely.
Thibodeau said she doesn’t know if voter fraud occurred in the 2020 presidential election, despite
the fact that no evidence of widespread election fraud has been found.
“Were the votes counted and were they accurate? Until we can implement some kind of verification,
we cannot know,” she said. “But Biden is our president right now, whether we like it or not, and we
need to move forward.”
Parental control in education is another Thibodeau priority. She said when she worked at Primrose,
she heard concerns from parents who felt like they were losing control in their child’s education.
Thibodeau opposed the controversial health education standards proposed by the Nebraska
Department of Education. She believes the content should be taught by parents instead of schools.
The standards were shelved in September.
Being Nebraska’s first female governor since Kay Orr’s term ended in 1991 would also be a positive
turn for the state, Thibodeau said.
Thibodeau said she wants to be a role model for women, especially young girls.
“A lot of times, people think they could never get to that high level of a role. Because somehow we
put government leaders on a high pedestal,” Thibodeau said. “I want to change that narrative. It’s an
honor and a pleasure for us to serve the people instead of the other way around.”
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Theresa Thibodeau
Age: 46 
Party: Republican 
Occupation: Former owner of Primrose School of La Vista
Home: Omaha
Elected offices held: District 6 state senator, 2017-19
Education: Bachelor's degree, psychology, University of Nebraska at Omaha
Family: Married, three children
Faith: Catholic
Website: theresaforgovernor.com
Top priority: Nebraska’s governor should concentrate on the issues that most affect our state. My
economic priorities would include: Aggressively scouring the state budget to find spending cuts;
digging into our tax policy to find taxes we can cut; and stopping the passage of any new taxes. On
education, I would push to get parents more involved in their children’s school decisions, whether
curriculum or social policies. I would also oppose any efforts to reduce voter oversight of education
policy. Public safety must also be a priority. That means supporting our law enforcement
professionals as they do very difficult jobs.
By Lauren Wagner
 


Nebraska Examiner: Memory expert blocked from testifying at Fortenberry trial, which
will begin Wednesday
 
LINCOLN — A federal judge has barred the testimony of a memory expert at the upcoming federal
trial of U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry and blocked defense lawyers from arguing that the lead prosecutor
in the case is biased.
U.S. District Court Judge Stanley Blumenfeld, in pretrial rulings, granted a request from prosecutors
to bar the testimony of the memory expert, Dr. Alan Castel.
Memories fade
Lawyers for Fortenberry, 60, had sought to have Castel testify that memories are often inaccurate
and that memories fade as we age. The doctor was also being called to tell jurors that “repetitive,
suggestive questioning and stress” — in this case, during two interviews with federal agents — can
alter memories.
But Blumenfeld, in rulings filed Wednesday, agreed that Castel’s testimony would be speculative,
based only on his observations of the interviews, and that “the idea that memory fades or alters
over time is a concept jurors understand without the need for expert assistance.”
The judge also granted a motion by prosecutors to exclude evidence or argument that the lead
prosecutor in the case, Mack Jenkins, was motivated by political bias to charge the congressman.
A setup?
Fortenberry’s defense lawyers have pointed out that Jenkins has contributed to Democratic Party
candidates and contended that he had “set up” the congressman by leading him to believe he
wasn’t a target of their investigation. 
The rulings come as attorneys prepare for a trial that will begin Wednesday in U.S. District Court in
Los Angeles. The trial is expected to continue through March 22.
California is where federal agents launched an investigation into $180,000 in illegal, foreign
“conduit” campaign contributions from a Nigerian-Lebanese billionaire, Gilbert Chagoury.
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Fortenberry, as well as then-U.S. Rep. Lee Terry, R-Neb., were among the recipients.
Fortenberry was given about $30,000 from a group of Lebanese-Americans during a fundraiser in Los
Angeles in 2016. 
Aide raised concerns
One of his aides raised concerns about whether the money originated with Chagoury, because
foreigners cannot donate to U.S. political campaigns, and all the donations came from one family.
Later, an organizer of the L.A. fundraiser — by then working as an informant for the FBI — told
Fortenberry that the money likely came from Chagoury, a resident of Paris who shared the
congressman’s concerns over persecution of Christians in the Middle East.
But when federal agents interviewed Fortenberry in 2019, he had no recollection that the money
came from a foreigner.
Terry gave away the donations he received from Chagoury to charities. Fortenberry, meanwhile, was
seeking a second L.A. fundraiser for his 2018 campaign. He gave away the $30,000 to charities in late
2019, after his two interviews with federal authorities.
Fortenberry, who has served eastern Nebraska’s 1st Congressional District since 2005, has pleaded
not guilty to three felony charges.
He faces a tough challenge in the GOP primary from State Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk, who has been
endorsed by Gov. Pete Ricketts and former Gov. Dave Heineman.
By Paul Hammel
 


Nebraska Examiner: L.A. jury to decide if Fortenberry lied to federal agents or was ‘set
up’ by them
 
LINCOLN — Until last fall, U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry was expected to easily breeze to re-election in
2022 in his Republican-dominated district spanning eastern Nebraska.
Instead, he’ll be fighting for his political life this week in a federal courthouse in downtown Los
Angeles.
Fortenberry, who has represented the 1st Congressional District since 2005, is charged with lying
about, and then trying to conceal, his knowledge of $30,200 in illegal, “conduit” political campaign
contributions.
‘Conduit’ contributions illegal
The gifts in 2016 originated from the pocketbook of a Nigerian-Lebanese billionaire living in Paris,
Gilbert Chagoury. Foreigners are barred from donating to U.S. political campaigns, either directly or
through “conduits” — in Fortenberry’s case, through a group of Lebanese-Americans living in the Los
Angeles area.
Fortenberry’s trial begins Wednesday and is expected to continue through March 22. A campaign
spokesman said it’s not certain that the 61-year-old congressman will testify in his own defense.
The outcome could be a decisive factor in whether the congressman is re-elected. He faces a
formidable challenge in the May primary from State Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk, who has picked up
endorsements from Gov. Pete Ricketts and former Gov. Dave Heineman, who said they fear losing
the safe GOP seat to a Democrat because of Fortenberry’s legal issues.
When the jury hears the facts in this case, they will recognize his innocence.
– Fortenberry spokesman Chad Kolton
Prosecutors in California, where the investigation into illegal campaign donations from Chagoury
began in 2015, allege that Fortenberry lied repeatedly to them during interviews in 2019 when asked







if the money originated from Chagoury. 
Federal prosecutors maintain that Fortenberry then failed to immediately “disgorge” the Chagoury
funds — something his then-fellow U.S. Rep. Lee Terry did — and correct his federal campaign
spending report. Instead, federal authorities say, Fortenberry asked for another fundraiser in 2018.
‘Specific legislative actions’
Prosecutors also allege that Fortenberry took “specific legislative actions” after getting the 2016
donations.
Fortenberry supporters reject the claims. They maintain that the congressman was the victim of a
political “setup” by federal agents, who used an informant to tell him the donations “probably”
originated from Chagoury and then “misled” into talking to agents.
They insist that when Fortenberry was asked about the $30,200, he simply couldn’t recall what he
had been told by the host of the L.A. fundraiser — who was by then working as an FBI informant— in
a phone call a year earlier.
The congressman, they claim, didn’t willfully lie to federal investigators — something prosecutors
must prove to win a conviction.
‘A set up?’
“California prosecutors knew that Rep. Jeff Fortenberry had no information about illegal
contributions to his campaign and have produced no evidence that he did,” said campaign
spokesman Chad Kolton.
“Rather than enlist his help as the victim of these illegal contributions,” Kolton said, “they set
Fortenberry up by directing an informant to feed him that information with the intention of trying to
prosecute him.”
Credibility will be a key issue at the trial — the credibility of the FBI and federal prosecutors vs. that
of Fortenberry, an ardent Catholic whose recent career has included work to help those persecuted
in the Middle East by ISIS and others. 
How much politics will creep into the trial of a politician from a deeply red state in a blue stronghold
remains to be seen. Fortenberry’s attorneys attempted, unsuccessfully, to get the trial moved to
Nebraska, a request prosecutors slammed as “venue shopping.”
Met Chagoury twice
The congressman had become a friend of Chagoury, prosecutors say, over their shared interest in
“the cause” of protecting Christians being persecuted in the Middle East. They had twice met in
person, once in Paris and once in Washington, D.C. 
According to federal prosecutors, Fortenberry would often pass on his regards to Chagoury through
the billionaire’s associate in Washington, Toufic Baaklini, founder of a group called “In Defense of
Christians.” Baaklini helped set up the L.A. fundraiser where Fortenberry got the $30,200, at the
 congressman’s request.
Chagoury, a friend of former President Bill Clinton and Hillary Clinton who has served as an
ambassador to the Vatican, first won notoriety for donating between $1 million and $5 million to the
Clinton Foundation. His notoriety grew in 2016 after he sued several federal agencies when his visa
was suspended because of suspicions that he supported Middle East terrorists.  The lawsuit was
later settled out of court, with the feds agreeing that he should not have been sanctioned. 
$180,000 was total donated
In the case of conduit contributions, Chagoury agreed to pay a $1.8 million fine. The U.S. Attorney’s
Office in California said he gave $180,000 in political gifts to a handful of American politicians,
including Mitt Romney, and gave a $50,000 loan to Ray LaHood, who served as U.S. Secretary of







Transportation.
Chagoury is not expected to testify at the Fortenberry trial. But Baaklini, who has since left In
Defense of Christians, will, as will the host of the L.A. fundraiser, a physician referred to as
“Individual H” in the federal indictment.
Jurors will hear recordings of phone calls between Fortenberry and Individual H, as well as excerpts
from recordings of the two interviews with federal agents, one at Fortenberry’s house in March
2019 and a second interview, requested by the congressman, in July 2019 in Washington.
Aide was suspicious
The jury will also hear from a former campaign aide of Fortenberry’s, Alexandra Kendrick, who told
investigators that she grew suspicious about the L.A. fundraiser because she hadn’t been provided a
guest list prior to the event, which was unusual. She also related a “cautionary tale” of a fundraiser
she had handled with another client involving “foreign nationals from the same community.”
“In the lead up to the 2016 fundraiser, Kendrick repeatedly emphasized to defendant the potential
risk of illegal foreign and conduit contributions with this event,” stated a Feb. 15 memorandum from
federal prosecutors.
 After the fundraiser, Fortenberry asked Baaklini if he thought anything was wrong with it, given that
all the money came from members of one family. Baaklini lied and said “no,” court records indicate. 
In March 2016, just a few weeks after the L.A. fundraiser, the House passed a resolution introduced
by Fortenberry and “favored” by Baaklini, Chagoury and In Defense of Christians, according to
prosecutors.
Two years later, Fortenberry texted the host of the fundraiser, Individual H, and then later called
him, asking for a second fundraiser to continue “the fine generosity” of the 2016 event.
Feds ‘implant’ information
Kolton, the Fortenberry spokesman, said the case will hinge on that 10-minute phone call from
Individual H in 2018, one that was secretly recorded by the FBI. He also said that Kendrick’s warnings
were general in nature, and not about Chagoury.
While prosecutors argue Fortenberry wasn’t truthful to them, Kolton maintained the feds used the
call to “implant” information the congressman did not have — that the $30,200 originated from
Chagoury. 
“Jeff Fortenberry has always had great faith in the American people’s ability to judge what is fair and
just,” Kolton said. “When the jury hears the facts in this case, they will recognize his innocence.”
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Inmate advocacy group alleges Nebraska prison's book policy is unconstitutional
 
A Florida-based inmate advocacy group has sued Scott Frakes, accusing the Nebraska Department of
Correctional Services he leads of censorship. 
In the lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court in Lincoln, Human Rights Defense Center said the Nebraska
prison system on at least six occasions has prevented it from sending books to state prisoners under
its approved vendor policy.
The books were self-help litigation manuals for inmates.
The lawsuit asks a federal judge to block Frakes from enforcing the policy corrections has had since
May 2021, which prohibits mailed books unless they are sent from Edward R. Hamilton, a
Connecticut-based wholesaler of books.
Paul Wright, executive director of the nonprofit organization that advocates on behalf of people held







in U.S. detention facilities, said in September the group mailed several legal books to prisoners that
were "censored" by prison officials.
Some were sent back with "return to sender" or "refused" with no explanation.
The group's general counsel, Dan Marshall, said that Frakes, who worked at the Washington State
Department of Corrections before coming to Nebraska, was named in a lawsuit there challenging the
constitutionality of similar restrictions.
In 2003, a federal court in Seattle issued injunctions against Frakes and other state prison officials in
a decision later affirmed on appeal.
Marshall said the state of Washington ultimately paid $100,000 in damages to Human Rights
Defense Center and $442,000 in attorneys fees for violating the center's constitutional rights.
The new lawsuit alleges Nebraska's policy unconstitutionally restricts the group's First Amendment
right to free speech and its right to due process because it wasn't allowed to appeal the decision.
"HRDC’s books and magazines inform prisoners about educational opportunities, their constitutional
rights, and means for self-improvement while incarcerated,” Marshall said in a news release.
"Banning these publications from reaching those who are in prison is an affront to the First
Amendment, as well as counterproductive to the goals of security and rehabilitation.”
The state hasn't yet filed a response to the lawsuit.
By Lori Pilger
 


LJS: Bill allowing concealed guns without a permit moves ahead in Legislature
 
With raw emotions erupting on the floor of the Legislature during a morning of intense debate, state
senators voted Friday to free Sen. Tom Brewer's "constitutional carry" gun rights bill from a filibuster
and sent it on the way to second-round consideration.
The bill advanced on a 35-9 vote following a 36-9 vote to end debate. 
Thirty-three votes were required to break the filibuster that threatened to trap the bill and eliminate
it from this session's agenda.  
The action represented a big step forward for gun rights advocates and a huge victory for Brewer of
Gordon, who shepherded the bill through a gantlet of opposition mounted by senators from Lincoln
and Omaha.
"We live in a place much different outside of Lincoln," Brewer told his metropolitan colleagues,
suggesting that on occasion undermanned law enforcement in rural areas could welcome the
assistance of law-abiding citizens in "protecting themselves and their families."
The bill (LB773) would allow people to carry a concealed handgun in Nebraska without paying for a
$100 permit.
How they voted
A bill (LB773) to allow people to carry a concealed handgun in Nebraska without paying for a $100
permit advanced 35-9 to the second round Friday.
Voting yes (35): Aguilar, Albrecht, Arch, Blood, Bostelman, Brandt, Brewer, Briese, Clements, Day,
Dorn, Erdman, Flood, Friesen, Geist, Gragert, Halloran, B. Hansen, Hilgers, Hilkemann, Hughes,
Jacobson, Kolterman, Lindstrom, Linehan, Lowe, McDonnell, Moser, Murman, Pahls, Sanders, Slama,
Stinner, Wayne, Williams.
Voting no (9): Bostar, J. Cavanaugh, M. Cavanaugh, DeBoer, M. Hansen, Lathrop, Morfeld, Pansing
Brooks, Vargas.
Present, not voting (4): McCollister, McKinney, Walz, Wishart.







Excused, not voting (1): Hunt.
But Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, who proposed a compromise that would eliminate current fees
charged for both permitting and required training for people who carry a concealed handgun, said
the bill would also "remove training and background requirements (and) that is a bridge too far."
"I want to be sure that gun owners have the requisite training they need," he said.
Brewer said the bill does not remove the background check requirement that concealed-carry gun
owners still would need to clear.
Noting the opposition expressed to the bill by Lincoln senators, Brewer asked "have we forgotten
the chaos in Lincoln?" that erupted during Black Lives Matter protests near the state Capitol in 2020.
All of the nine votes to maintain the filibuster and in opposition to the bill itself were cast by
senators from Lincoln and metropolitan Omaha.
The proposal is opposed by the Lincoln Police Department.
During the intense debate, Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha strode angrily out of the chamber
after her shouted demands for a point of order were ignored during remarks by Sen. Julie Slama of
Sterling personally criticizing her.
"Wow!" Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln said following that eruption, which grew out of an
earlier exchange between Cavanaugh and Brewer prompted by the Omaha senator's expressed
concerns about allowing people who might be armed into the gallery overlooking the floor during
Thursday's debate.
"This is ridiculous," Pansing Brooks said. "That (criticism of Cavanaugh) should have been stopped. It
was not kind, and it embarrassed our state, our colleague and our friend."
Friday's debate often turned angry and confrontational, prompting Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha to
remark on the changes in the Legislature he has experienced since he returned as a senator in 2019
after being term-limited out in 2015 following two consecutive terms.
Lathrop, who decided not to seek reelection this year, said "I've been lied to in the last four years,"
declaring that "lying has become a tool" in the Legislature now. 
"This culture has changed," he said, and it reflects the national political culture now.
"The culture has gone to hell," he said. "Everything's decided before it gets to the floor. This is
choreographed now."
Responding to Lathrop's remarks and his approaching departure, Brewer said: "You have been a true
professional. I do hate to see you leave. We are lesser for it."
Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk said Friday's decision for senators could be simply stated: "Where are you
on gun rights?"
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers advance expanded concealed carry bill
 
LINCOLN — Nebraskans got one step closer Friday to being able to carry concealed weapons without
a permit.
State lawmakers advanced Legislative Bill 773 on a 35-9 vote. The vote came after a 36-9 vote to cut
off the two-day filibuster mounted by opponents. That was three more votes than needed.
State Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon, who introduced the bill, breathed a sigh of relief at getting it
through the first round of consideration. He said the debate had been long and painful, both for the
Legislature and personally. He has been undergoing chemotherapy during the session and is
awaiting back surgery.







But he also observed that the measure would have to clear two more rounds of debate — and
potentially two more filibusters — before it could become law.
“This is not to the finish line,” he said. “The question is: Can we hold 33 votes to get to the finish
line?”
Under LB 773, which was co-sponsored by a majority of state senators, Nebraska adults who are not
otherwise banned from having guns would no longer have to get a permit to carry a concealed
weapon.
Measures like this are sometimes called “constitutional carry” in reference to some gun rights
advocates’ belief that the U.S. Constitution gives people the right to carry concealed guns without a
permit.
On Thursday, Alabama became the 22nd state with such a law when Gov. Kay Ivey signed a
constitutional carry bill into law. Three other states have passed legislation this year that is awaiting
a governor’s signature.
Currently in Nebraska, getting a concealed-carry permit requires passing a criminal background
check, paying a $100 fee and taking an eight- to 16-hour gun safety class.
LB 773 would allow people to still get concealed-carry permits, which Brewer said they may want to
do to carry a gun across state lines or potentially expedite a background check for purchasing a gun.
Supporters of the bill cast the issue as one of letting Nebraskans fully exercise their Second
Amendment rights and argued that the bill has strong support among Nebraskans. Brewer warned
opponents they would pay a price at election time for voting against the bill.
“There’s a lot of gun owners out there,” he said.
Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk said the bill would not loosen restrictions on gun ownership or change
laws governing where concealed weapons can be prohibited, such as schools. Nor would it allow
people to carry a concealed weapon while drinking or using drugs.
The bill would require a person carrying a concealed weapon to announce its presence during
encounters with law enforcement or emergency services personnel. People without concealed-carry
permits would have to carry identification and show it upon request by those authorities.
“If you vote for this bill, you will find that nothing bad is going to happen,” Flood said. “You are not
voting for something that will make Nebraska less safe.”
Opponents, who represent urban districts, said they have heard from numerous Nebraskans who
don’t want to see the permit and training requirements eliminated.
Sen. Matt Hansen of Lincoln said rural and urban Nebraskans have very different perspectives on the
issue, even those who have concealed carry permits. As a non-gun owner, he said it does not make
him feel safer to be among more people with guns.
Some opponents pointed to concerns raised by law enforcement agencies. The Lincoln Police
Department, Lincoln police union, Police Chiefs Association of Nebraska and the Police Officers
Association of Nebraska all oppose LB 773.
The Omaha Police Officers Association and Omaha Police Department have agreed to stop fighting
the bill and adopt a neutral position if lawmakers adopt a compromise amendment worked out with
Brewer. The amendment will be considered during second-round debate.
But some senators expressed concerns about the compromise, saying it would carve out Omaha
residents for different treatment and would add new criminal charges to the books.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Bill giving environmental regulators more power gets first-round approval







 
The Legislature advanced a bill designed to give the Nebraska Department of Environment and
Energy more latitude to order environmental cleanups.
The bill (LB1102) from Sen. Bruce Bostelman of Brainard grants the department's director authority
to issue cease-and-desist letters to companies that pose a danger to people and the environment.
It also allows the department to initiate cleanups using a $300,000 cash fund also approved by
lawmakers Friday, and recover costs from the companies or individuals determined to be
responsible for the contamination.
The bill emerged from an interim study conducted last year following the state environmental
department's response to AltEn, an ethanol plant near Mead that has been identified as the source
of contamination in the surrounding area.
Bostelman said the bill was forward-looking and would help stop polluters in the future.
It advanced to second-round consideration on a 40-0 vote.
Two senators who supported the bill said they questioned whether LB1102 went far enough to give
the Department of Environment and Energy power to stop bad actors before serious damage was
done.
Omaha Sen. John Cavanaugh, who did not vote to advance the bill out of the Natural Resources
Committee, said the bill was not as forceful as he would have liked.
"This is a complicated issue," Cavanaugh said. "We are trying to make it strong, but not so
cumbersome we are forcing an agency to take action when it's not necessary."
Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, who introduced several bills in response to the AltEn crisis, said she
hoped lawmakers could strengthen the bill before the next time it comes up for debate.
"I want to know when we're going to give some things some real teeth," Blood said. "NDEE can
already do what we're going to do ... we would like to see it go even further."
Bostelman said the bill was modeled from environmental cleanup laws in Kansas and Missouri, and
gave the Department of Environment and Energy more tools to respond to environmental concerns.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: 'A true Maverick': Joanne Li outlines vision for UNO during ceremony
 
“Dr. Joanne Li is a Maverick in every sense of the word.”
University of Nebraska President Ted Carter uttered that compliment Friday in describing Li,
chancellor of the University of Nebraska at Omaha, during a ceremony that symbolically installed her
as the 16th chancellor of the metropolitan campus.
With Li being on the job for almost nine months, Carter and other NU officials said she hit the
ground running. They praised her for having a Maverick mentality, a play on the university’s team
name, in reference to her ability to build relationships and her determination to continually improve
the university.
“Like a true Maverick, she has big ideas — lots of them,” Carter said. “Joanne Li is not afraid to think
differently, to ask hard questions and take a new path from what has been done in the past.”
Li offered a preview of some of those ideas when speaking to the media before the ceremony.
Drawing on experiences from the COVID-19 pandemic, Li said the past two years have created a
need to think differently.
“We really have to use this opportunity to reflect,” she said.
Li, who struggled to afford college as a first-generation student from Hong Kong in the late
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1980s, outlined a series of goals to help students achieve an affordable and quality education in a
timely fashion.
More than one-third of UNO students are eligible for Pell grants and 40% are first-generation college
students.
Li said accomplishing those goals would help Nebraska meet its workforce development challenges
and be economically competitive. Nebraska reached a new national low when it reported a 1.7%
unemployment rate based on seasonally adjusted figures from December. But as of Friday there
were more than 48,000 job openings on the state’s website NEworks.
“We’re going to be laser focused to make sure we invest in our people,” she said. “There are a lot of
jobs in Nebraska that need to be filled, but they need to be filled with a quality workforce. They need
to be filled by people (with) a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) kind of
discipline. But they also need to be trained as an independent critical thinker with our arts and
humanities.”
During Friday’s ceremony, Li said she sees opportunities for the university to work with community
colleges to meet the demands of the workforce. She envisions UNO offering working professionals
opportunities to upskill or re-skill. She added a goal for the university to offer more than double the
number of internship opportunities for students.
“In fact, this very day and from this point onward, I want to commit to working with our business
leaders and employers in the region to provide paid internships so that our students can get one
foot in the door of the house of opportunities,” she said.
Li positioned UNO as a partner of Omaha and reflective of a growing metropolitan area.
“Our people are our strength,” she said. “UNO builds on our collaboration with the community — a
true character of an urban university.”
That partnership was referenced earlier in the ceremony by Mayor Jean Stothert, who envisions
Omaha growing to become one of the top 25 cities in the U.S. during the next 50 years.
“We will accomplish this by building a community of opportunity for all, by growing our economy
and by caring for our less fortunate friends and neighbors,” she said. “The students, faculty, staff and
alumni at the University of Nebraska at Omaha will be part of the next decades of success.”
In addition to outlining a vision, Li also reflected on UNO’s recent accomplishments. Those include
the university reaching a record $31.5 million for sponsored research projects so far this fiscal year,
which began July 1, 2021. Li also noted the continued student enrollment growth, which has risen
nearly 23% in the past five years.
By Dan Crisler
 


Kearney Hub: COVID-19: As cases fall, vaccination rates are inching upward with 52
percent in Two Rivers district
 
KEARNEY — Cases of COVID-19 are falling fast. The Two Rivers Public Health Department lowered its
COVID-19 risk dial into the moderate level. This is the lowest the dial has been since Aug. 4, 2021.
Just 40 cases of COVID-19 were recorded in Two Rivers’ seven counties between March 2-8. which is
six fewer than the week before, and fewer than half the 86 new cases reported Feb. 16-22. It’s
dramatically down from the 313 cases reported one month ago, and the 1,172 cases recorded in late
January when the omicron variant was surging.
As of Thursday, Kearney Regional Medical Center had just one COVID patient, and the University of
Nebraska at Kearney reported a single new case this week.
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CHI Health Good Samaritan had nine COVID patients Wednesday afternoon, but that is fewer than
half the 19 new cases reported three weeks ago and the 26 cases recorded in late January.
Two Rivers said overall test positivity rate is around 3%, with 6% reported for tests conducted
outside of long-term living and residential facilities.
As of Tuesday morning, about one-third of all ICU beds in Two Rivers were available, along with 31%
of medical-surgical beds.
As cases fall, vaccination rates are inching upward. As of Tuesday, 52% of the Two Rivers total
population of 97,000 has received at least a full dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, meaning two shots of
the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines or one Johnson & Johnson shot.
Almost half of those fully vaccinated people have received either a booster dose or are within the 2
or 5-month waiting interval between a vaccine dose and a booster.
Due to the drop in cases, Two Rivers is now doing COVID-19 testing 9:30-11 a.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays at its office at 516 W. 11th St., and no longer at the Buffalo County Fairgrounds. Pre-
registration is required at trphd.org before tests are done.
Despite the plunge in new cases, Two Rivers strongly urges all unvaccinated vaccine-eligible
residents to get vaccinated at area pharmacies or medical offices. Two Rivers continues to offer
vaccination clinics in its seven counties, which include Buffalo, Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, Harlan,
Kearney and Phelps. For a schedule, visit trphd.org/covid-19/event-calendar.
By Mary Jane Skala
 


OWH: Near record dry winter comes to an end for Nebraska with 98% of state in drought
 
Wintertime brush fires, idle snowplows and parched soil have foretold what recently released
national weather data confirms.
Nebraska just closed the books on its second-driest February and fourth- driest winter on record.
Nationally, the last three months were the lower 48 states’ 12th-driest winter on record, according
to data released last week by the National Centers for Environmental Information, a sibling agency
to the National Weather Service.
Records go back 127 years.
Al Dutcher, associate Nebraska state climatologist, said the dry winter bodes poorly for agriculture
but has produced some benefits.
On the plus side, Dutcher said reduced snowfall and higher-than-average temperatures have meant
less money spent plowing snow and less need to run furnaces. Ag has benefited through lower
supplemental feeding costs for livestock, reduced calving losses and opportunities to get more field
work done, he said.
The negatives are many, he said. Soils haven’t absorbed needed moisture to help sustain plants
during the growing season; streams and lakes are low; the Panhandle has likely seen wind erosion;
winter wheat yields have been degraded; and conditions have been ripe for brush fires.
For record-keeping purposes, the National Centers for Environmental Information and its sibling
agency the National Weather Service consider December-February to be meteorological winter, with
the first day of spring occurring March 1. The traditional first day of spring is the equinox, March 22,
when daylight and dark are roughly equal.
The dry winter has intensified drought in the central U.S., including Nebraska. At the start of winter,
less than a third of Nebraska was in drought, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. By the end of
February, 98% of the state was officially in drought, according to the Drought Monitor.







If drought continues and mountain runoff is disappointing, then it will be a tough year for ag,
Dutcher said. Impacts could include: anemic pastures, which would affect already-stressed hay
supplies; higher irrigation costs; and dryland crops running out of moisture.
Dutcher said if this winter’s habit of roller-coaster temperatures continues, the state could see
severe weather similar to the March 5 deadly tornado outbreak in Iowa.
While warmer and drier-than-average weather is expected across much of Nebraska for the next
two weeks, snow remains possible for another two months. Omaha’s latest snowfall has occurred in
May.
Omaha had its 13th-driest and 14th-least snowy winter on record, according to the National
Weather Service.
Because of the dry weather, horticulturists have advised people to water plants a couple of times a
month, especially around young plants.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: 300 snow geese killed, then abandoned along road near Falls City
 
Whoever killed about 300 snow geese west of Falls City in Richardson County recently could be
facing several fines — not because of the number of birds left piled on the side of the road, but
because some weren’t cleaned and none were disposed of properly.
Duane Arp, assistant administrator with Nebraska Game and Parks’ law enforcement division, said
only half of the 300 geese were cleaned and breasted.
“Nebraskans value wildlife, and that is based upon the number of calls Wildlife Crimestoppers
receives each year. In this case, we’ve got four or five leads already coming in,” Arp said.
Snow geese have no hunting limits during the conservation season because of the huge number of
the game birds, which are threatening to overwhelm their breeding grounds to the north.
However, if the person or persons responsible didn’t have the required hunting permits and stamps,
that could lead to charges resulting in a Class 2 misdemeanor. Littering a waterway is also a Class 2
misdemeanor, and wanton waste is a Class 3 misdemeanor.
Class 2 misdemeanors carry a maximum sentence of six months in jail and a $1,000 fine. For Class 3
misdemeanors, it’s a maximum sentence of three months in jail and a $500 fine. In this case, anyone
involved could face multiple charges.
Liquidated damages for each bird is $75.
Arp said the agency is investigating how many people were involved. Thousands of the geese are
migrating through the area.
“People should know it is illegal to kill game birds and just throw them away,” Arp said. “Hunters
have a responsibility to the resource to dispose of them properly.”
Arp said the dead birds should have been taken to a landfill or buried on a preapproved property.
Although most hunters act responsibly, Game and Parks has received many of these types of
complaints during waterfowl season and especially during deer season.
“It certainly is not everyone,” Arp said. “But it happens too often.’’
Game and Parks encourages people who suspect poaching or other game violations to contact
Wildlife Crimestoppers at 800-742-7627.
By Marjie Ducey
 


GII: Fonner Park barn under quarantine after two horses euthanized







 
GRAND ISLAND, Neb. — Eight horses were scratched from Friday afternoon’s racing at Fonner Park
because of a quarantine implemented amid equine health problems.
A 21-day quarantine has been placed on Barn R, where more than 100 horses are stalled. Two
horses were euthanized in the last week — one on Wednesday and one on Thursday. The cause of
their illness has not yet been identified.
Fonner Park CEO Chris Kotulak described the quarantine as a precautionary step.
“While we have yet to confirm if there has been an outbreak of a virus, we have decided to err on
the side of caution and enact immediate precautions,” Kotulak said in a statement. “The livelihood of
many has been affected. The health and welfare of all beings in our stable is always a grave concern.
And everyone has a role to play to return to normalcy.”
The illness is believed to be the equine herpes neurological virus.
“But it is only believed that because of some of the symptoms that the horses have shown,” Kotulak
said in an interview.
On Wednesday, Kotulak was notified that a horse in Barn R had a high temperature and was
displaying mobility issues.
Blood and nasal swab samples were taken and immediately driven to the National Veterinary
Services Laboratories in Ames, Iowa. Tests were completed on Thursday and the lab results were
inconclusive. Additional samples were sent for testing on Thursday.
“That same day a second horse showed similar symptoms. Unfortunately, both horses were
euthanized,” according to Kotulak’s statement.
Late Friday afternoon, Fonner Park was awaiting lab results.
The horses that were scratched Friday came from trainers who are stabled in Barn R. Horses in that
barn currently are not allowed to race at Fonner.
The Nebraska Department of Agriculture has been notified. That department was involved in a
discussion with the Nebraska Racing and Gaming Commission, the state veterinarian and the Fonner
Park board of stewards.
“Among other steps, precautions have been mandated that disallow any horsemen with horses in
Barn R to have contact with any other horses in the stable area,” according to the Fonner press
release. “Any horses that arrive may not leave the entire stable area until the quarantine is lifted.
Fonner Park has also begun protocol to routinely sanitize the paddock, the starting gate and other
common areas for horses.”
Fonner will use a three-stage quarantine process.
During the first seven days of the quarantine, which began Thursday, horsemen from Barn R will be
allowed to put their horses on the outdoor walker wheels. Each walker wheel will be designated for
use by a specific trainer. Those wheels will be sprayed down with disinfectant after each use.
After seven days, if “there is not another outbreak, we will then allow those horses and only those
horses from the R Barn to train on the training track, which is adjacent to the R Barn,” Kotulak said.
After two weeks, if there is no longer an outbreak, horses from Barn R will be allowed to train on the
main track after standard training hours.
By Jeff Bahr
 


Flatwater Free Press: Albion, investing in itself, shows how small towns can thrive
 
If you want to see a small town crackling with energy, drive to Albion and enter the front door of







Boone Beginnings. Nearly two dozen infants, toddlers and young children climb out of car seats and
pinball their way into the brand-new child care center, where they commence finger painting, story
time and the eating of healthy snacks. 
Boone Beginnings opened in November. This option for Albion’s young families didn’t exist. Not until
the town raised $4.5 million to build it.
If you need more proof of this small town’s spark, drive out to the Boone County Fairgrounds, where
on a Saturday afternoon you may find the parking lot of the arena and ag center jammed with horse
trailers.
“People competing in local barrel racing,” said Kurt Kruse. “We’re drawing people from fifty miles, 80
miles, hundreds of miles away, and they are spending money in Boone County.”
The Niewohner Arena and Boone County Agriculture and Education Center opened in May 2020.
This option for riding, livestock shows, concerts and rodeos didn’t exist. Not until Albion raised $3.6
million to build it.
The child care center and arena are two of the nearly dozen major projects undertaken in and
around Albion, pop. 1,699, in the past decade. And they represent something else to local leaders
and rural development experts – proof that small towns can build a better future if residents quite
literally invest in making that future possible.
Boone County has raised an estimated $14 million – almost all local donations – to build these
projects as well as an aquatic center, a walking trail, a theater, an endowment and many more.
Local money has driven the change. And the change has driven more money, and more change,
gathering speed and mass like a snowball rolling downhill. 
“Once our wealth leaves the community, it’s gone forever,” said Jeff Yost, president and CEO of the
Nebraska Community Foundation, which works with Albion and 270 Nebraska communities. “Once
our wealth is endowed in our community, it’s here forever.”
More than $100 billion in wealth will transfer from one generation to the next in the coming decade,
according to an economic study recently released by the Nebraska Community Foundation.
Roughly half of this transfer of money and assets will happen in the Omaha and Lincoln metros. But
far more wealth than you might expect will transfer in Nebraska’s rural counties.
In Albion’s Boone County, an estimated $600 million – the majority tied to farmland and ranching –
will change hands in the next 10 years. 
The big question: How much of that money will stay?
Much will travel to the bank accounts of sons and daughters spread across the country, say rural
development experts. But if the local community foundation and other local philanthropies capture
even five percent of that transfer of wealth, it would mean $30 million reinvested in this county of
roughly 5,400 people. 
Boone County leaders, buoyed by recent success, have set that as their target.
“If your kids can’t get along with 95 percent, they probably aren’t gonna get along with 100
percent,” Kruse said.
It wasn’t always like this. The farm crisis of the 1980s devastated Albion. A generation of high school
graduates hightailed it after receiving their diplomas. Precious few people put their trust, or their
treasure, in Boone County.
“As my dad used to say, it wasn’t a place you chose to live necessarily,” said Jay Wolf, an area
rancher. 
Even during the dark times, Albion leaders did manage to avert disaster. Crucially, they held onto
their hospital, which today has grown, employs 18 doctors and physicians’ assistants and is the







area’s single biggest employer, Wolf said. 
And Albion started a local community foundation, one that existed sleepily for years before jolting
wide awake.
The success started in the 1990s with the construction of a new community fitness center that
boasts an indoor swimming pool and spinning classes not available in most small towns. 
In 2002, a group of citizens, teachers and high school students renovated the town’s historic theater.
Today, the Gateway Theater shows first-run movies on weekend evenings. The theater is run by a
high school class focused on turning teenagers into budding entrepreneurs. 
Roughly 15 years ago, city and community foundation leaders decided they wanted to raise $2.5
million to redo the local nursing home.
One problem: “We had never raised even $250,000 for anything in this town,” Wolf said.
They pushed aside doubts and raised the money. And then, when it became clear the nursing home
needed it, they raised $2.5 million more. A metaphorical light bulb went on inside the heads of Wolf
and other community leaders.
“It started to happen. It happened gradually, but it did happen,” Wolf said.
A decade ago, the community raised funds to replace its ancient pool with a brand-new aquatic
center. More recently, the community raised money to build a 2-mile walking trail and pickle ball
courts. Albion now boasts a local brewery, two new restaurants, two boutiques, a good coffee shop,
a nice 9-hole golf course, a renovated school, a renovated hospital and a newfound sense that things
are getting better, and can continue to get better still.
“It seems like when one person takes a risk, it nudges someone else on the edge, and they do it,
too,” said Lindsey Jarecki, a one-time Omaha schoolteacher who moved to town with her husband,
an Albion native, when he started a law practice a decade ago. “So much of this stuff simply wasn’t
here when we got here… You can practically feel the confidence building.”
The biggest risk may have been the twin projects that scared Jarecki and other local leaders because
of their size and importance.
Boone County, like most rural places, has for years desperately needed affordable, accessible child
care.
And many in Boone County wanted to emphasize the area’s rural roots by improving the fairgrounds
and building a new arena and agricultural center.
These two groups of community leaders wanted to raise money for these projects simultaneously.
“There was fear, so we had to come together.” Jarecki said. “We decided we were gonna support
each other no matter what…We trusted each other…and the community trusted us.”
Here’s how much Boone County trusted them: Jarecki and her early childhood counterparts raised
some 80 percent of the funds for Boone Beginnings from inside the county line.
For years, panicked parents of young children in Albion clawed to get into the limited spots of area
child care providers, Jarecki said.
Since Boone Beginnings opened, nearly two dozen sets of parents “no longer have to worry about
where their kids are or how they are being cared for,” Jarecki said. “These parents are happy. These
parents are calm.” 
Eight more babies are expected to start soon.
Simultaneously, the leaders of the ag project raised nearly all their money from local donors and
county funds.
Since opening, it has hosted major cattle shows that drew attendees from eight different states. And
a sold-out bull riding event. And concerts, barrel racing, dog trials, junior rodeo.







It’s an entertainment option for local families. It’s a serious tourist draw that simply didn’t exist a few
years ago.
“One cool thing that happened is a lot of people gave to both projects,” said Kruse, who helped
spearhead the project. “But the ag building also attracted some rural people who hadn’t previously
given. 
“Both these things…will help the area grow. They will bring people to town.”
The twin projects give Boone County leaders confidence that they can continue to raise millions by
capturing some chunk of the coming transfer of wealth. 
Baby Boomers are aging in Nebraska’s small towns. Many of their sons and daughters live elsewhere.
The antidote is a years-long effort to educate residents about the importance of keeping some
money in their hometowns, Yost said. 
“One thing that divides the haves and the have nots is a handful of community leaders in these
places who look at this as generational work. Because that’s what it is,” he said. 
There are still many problems to tackle in Albion. Housing is in crisis, like it is across rural Nebraska.
It’s hard to find a middle-class home, and wildly costly to build, leaders say.
And the size of the local community endowment needs to get bigger.
Right now, roughly $7 million is parked in the Boone County Community Fund and related charities.
Local leaders Wolfe and Kruse say that number needs to get closer to $30 million.
But that fundraising may be easier in Albion than it is in many other small towns, Yost said. It may be
easier because Albion has already proven itself.
“My sense is that, in the last 20 years, the conversation has shifted dramatically in Albion,” Yost said.
“We work with a lot of places that have one or two successes. In Boone County, they now have
almost a dozen things they can point to and say: ‘Look at that. We did that.’”
By Matthew Hansen
 


OWH: Glitch delayed some Iowa tornado warnings during deadly outbreak
 
Some tornado warnings during this month’s deadly outbreak in Iowa were slow in reaching the
public due to a communications delay at the National Weather Service, underscoring the need for
people to have multiple methods for learning about severe weather.
A damaged fiber-optic cable at a National Weather Service network hub in Texas slowed the
transmission of some warnings to the public during the peak of the outbreak on March 5.
Every community in the path of a tornado did receive a warning ahead of time, and the average lead
time was 20 minutes, said Susan Buchanan, spokeswoman for the weather service. However, some
devices that people use to receive warnings didn’t sound the alarm until two to seven minutes after
the warning was issued, she said.
Emergency officials in Iowa say they don’t believe the delays were responsible for the deaths.
“We knew a tornado was coming,” said Diogenes Ayala, director of the Madison County Emergency
Management Agency. Madison County was where six people died and five were injured. “People had
time to get to their basements.”
All six who died lived in the same area on the edge of Winterset, and four people were members of
the same household. Winterset is about 30 miles southwest of Des Moines.
Their homes were hit by the strongest and longest tornado to strike in Iowa in years — the strongest
since 2013 and longest since 1984, according to the weather service. It was at its peak intensity
when it went through their neighborhood, according to weather service damage assessment.







Rated an EF4 tornado with winds of up to 170 mph, it was on the ground for nearly 70 miles and
about 90 minutes.
“I don’t think the tornado was survivable,” Ayala said, based on the demolished homes he saw.
Anyone in the Winterset area monitoring weather service communications would have received the
warning at least 24 minutes before the tornado hit, a lead time that factors in the delayed
transmissions, Buchanan said.
Ayala said the county issued its localized warning about 10 minutes before the tornado hit and, upon
verifying visually the tornado, sounded the sirens about three to four minutes before it struck.
The different amount of the time between the weather service warnings and the sounding of the
sirens locally further underscores why it makes sense for people to have more than one type of an
alert.
So far, the weather service has confirmed that 10 tornadoes occurred in Iowa on March 5.
The delays in transmitting the warnings occurred during the peak of the tornadic activity, from about
2:15 p.m. to about 6 p.m., said Daryl E. Herzmann, a researcher and systems analyst at Iowa State
University. Herzmann’s area of expertise is the National Weather Service and he is the person who
brought the delays to light publicly.
“I have no reason to think that (the delays) were consequential in the deadliness aspect of it,” he
said. “There was an ample amount of time for people to get a warning, but having said that, any
issue causing a tornado warning to be delayed is a big deal. If a tornado happens out of the blue, this
potentially could be a factor leading to the death of someone.”
During the approximately three hours and 45 minutes that Herzmann says some of the
communication between the weather service and public was slowed, the weather service says the
agency issued 39 thunderstorm and tornado warnings nationwide.
Those warnings came from weather service offices in the Kansas City area, Omaha/Valley area, Des
Moines and Milwaukee.
Herzmann has calculated that 17 of the tornado warnings experienced some delays in reaching
people.
Whether a member of the public got a delayed warning depended upon how they monitored the
weather.
No delays were experienced over the nation’s Emergency Alert System (those buzzing interruptions
on radio and television); on NOAA weather radios; and in the verbal communications provided by TV
and radio broadcasters to their audiences.
Some delays were experienced with alerts issued via cellphones, on apps, on internet sites and in the
software broadcasters use to visually explain the areas at risk.
Weather service meteorologists compensated for the delays by issuing warnings earlier than they
normally would and by intensifying public outreach, including through social media, Buchanan said.
Communication problems surrounding this outbreak underscore the need for people to rethink how
they stay abreast of severe weather, Herzmann and Buchanan said.
“It’s vitally important that the public have two methods to get warnings,” Herzmann said. “People ...
just assume they’ll hear a tornado siren. ... In many ways, that’s wrong.”
Options for receiving alerts include NOAA weather radios, smartphone apps, radio or television
broadcasts and outdoor sirens. Additionally, the weather service has long advised that people pay
extra attention on days when there is a heightened risk. That some type of severe weather was likely
on March 5 in Iowa was understood several days ahead of time, and the weather service had issued
a tornado watch for that day.







The communications problem that occurred March 5 resulted from cascading events, Buchanan
said. When the fiber-optic cable was damaged in Texas, the hub there switched to the agency’s
satellite communications system. That satellite system’s reduced bandwidth, combined with heavier
than normal network traffic due to the severe weather, slowed weather service communications,
she said.
The weather service is making changes to prevent the delays from happening again, she said.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


LJS: Lincoln-based Nebraska National Guard brigade returns from deployment
 
After more than 10 months away from Nebraska soil — a stint that included nine months in eastern
Africa, several weeks at Fort Hood, Texas, and 15 minutes of plane taxi time — about 200 members
of the Nebraska National Guard stepped foot in the state again Friday. 
The Lincoln-based 67th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade landed at the Lincoln airport just before 2
p.m. after a nine-month tour to Djibouti, in East Africa, where the unit served on the Joint Task
Force-Horn of Africa, a multinational counterterrorism operation.
For the camo-clad guardsmen and women who stepped onto the tarmac to the sight of "Welcome
Home" signs, flags waving and hundreds of restless family members waiting in 25 mph winds, the
longest part of the journey may have been the time from plane touchdown to deplaning Friday. 
"It was," said Maj. Luke Ritz, one of six guardsmen who came home to a child who hadn't yet been
born when he left last May.
"There was a lot of emotion on the plane, a lot of excitement. Everybody's just grateful to be home
and see their friends and family," he said as he held 7-month-old William, who Ritz met for the
second time Friday.
William was born three months into dad's deployment. "It was definitely different than the other
three (children)," Ritz's wife Colleen said.
The Ritzes' reunion — one of hundreds to take place on the tarmac — came after the brigade's
overseas stint, where it was primarily stationed at Camp Lemonnier on the coast of Djibouti, within
10 miles of Somalia.
The task force operates in 12 countries spanning 2.4 million square miles and 6,189 miles of
coastline, according to the Defense Visual Information Distribution Service.
Col. Brian Medcalf, who served as the chief of staff to the joint task force's leader, said the tour took
the unit throughout East Africa, including to Ethiopia, a country in the midst of "a major civil war," he
said.
"This team stood ready to respond to crisis," Medcalf said, before describing threats they faced.
"Nebraskans left Africa a better place."
Addressing a crowd of about 500 inside the Army Aviation Support Facility shortly after the plane
touched down, Medcalf thanked the community for its support throughout the group's deployment,
expressing particular gratitude for care packages members received over the holiday season.
"That's a really tough time to be away," he said. "You guys made it a lot easier."
Most of all, though, Medcalf saved his thanks for the family members who greeted the returning
soldiers — and who had held down the fort at home while the group was away.
He mentioned the six fathers who had babies born while they were deployed. And he lamented the
events — weddings, funerals, youth soccer games — that those deployed had missed, leaving their
loved ones to attend alone.







"This was a tough stretch," he said. "But you persevered. No one — no one — understands the level
of sacrifice and hardship deployment has on a family."
On hand for the brief ceremony was 1st District Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, who thanked the brigade and
applauded the soldiers' courage and resolve.
Fortenberry, too, highlighted the commitment of family members, who he said made the group's
own sacrifice possible.
He recalled the day at Haymarket Park last May, when families and elected officials, including
Fortenberry, had sent the brigade off to its deployment.
This time, he offered a greeting, rather than a farewell.
"Sixty-seventh brigade, welcome home," he said.
By Andrew Wegley
 


OWH Editorial: Find a way to shut off the pipeline that helps fill Nebraska prisons
 
Omaha Police Chief Todd Schmaderer made an important and provocative statement recently about
the value of investing in Nebraska communities as a way to reduce crime and incarceration.
“I’d rather have 1,000 jobs strategically placed in the right part of our city to affect poverty,”
Schmaderer told state senators last month. “That would reduce violent crime far more than 1,000
more police officers.”
At a time when Nebraska’s prison system has become the most overcrowded and fastest growing in
America, we should pay attention to Omaha’s top law enforcement officer.
In a World-Herald article last Sunday, reporter Henry J. Cordes took a detailed look at racial
disparities in the Nebraska’s prison population. He found that Nebraska locks up people of color at
far higher rates than the nation as a whole. And Nebraska’s gaps between its low White
incarceration rate and high rates for racial minorities are among the widest in the country.
Some readers shrugged at those facts, commenting online that this disparity could be easily
explained. Maybe people of color are more heavily represented in prison simply because they
commit more crimes.
Actually, the World-Herald story looked at studies about that, and the results aren’t definitive. Blacks
are more likely to be arrested than Whites, for example, though it’s not clear whether that’s because
of higher levels of offending among the Black population or unequal enforcement by police. It’s a
topic that could be debated a long time.
But that wasn’t the key issue raised by last week’s article. Instead, the story examined what has
become a “pipeline” from certain neighborhoods into the state’s prisons and jails. Multigenerational
poverty, a lack of ready jobs, elevated levels of broken families and school struggles have helped
create conditions that make it far more likely that people growing up in those areas will wind up in
prison.
Cordes reported on a Harvard University study that traced an entire cohort of Americans who were
roughly 27 to 32 years old in the 2010 Census. Using census and tax records, the researchers
determined where those people grew up and what their lives were like in 2010.
The analysis showed that a handful of North Omaha neighborhoods produced some of the highest
incarceration rates found anywhere in the country. In the four census tracts centered on 30th Street
and Ames Avenue, 20% or more of the males who grew up in those tracts were incarcerated on the
day of the 2010 Census. Those tracts ranked in the top 250 out of some 73,000 census tracts
nationally in terms of male incarceration.
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Thankfully, individuals can overcome their environments. A majority of kids from those
neighborhoods did not wind up in prison. And when Cordes interviewed some of those who have
been incarcerated, they took responsibility for their own mistakes.
But it’s indisputable that the circumstances of a young person’s upbringing, the prevalence of nearby
gangs and the shortage of positive role models in their lives can make those mistakes more likely.
That’s what Schmaderer is getting at. Changing the environment — as hard as that might be to do —
is ultimately more of a solution than hiring a lot more police officers to arrest wrongdoers. It just
makes sense that having fewer wrongdoers in the first place would be better for Nebraska, reducing
the need for costly prisons.
Legislative Bill 1024, introduced by State Sens. Justin Wayne and Terrell McKinney of Omaha, is
aimed at improving conditions in North and South Omaha. It would tap $450 million in federal
pandemic recovery money to fund housing, job training programs and business development in
those areas. The proposal is working its way through the Legislature.
We’re not in a position to say the amount that should be spent on such efforts. Nor should anyone
think it will be easy to fix deep-seated societal problems.
But there’s no excuse for failing to try. The alternative is to accept growing numbers of people in
prison, swelling the prison population at great cost to Nebraska taxpayers.
More tax dollars for police. More taxes for courts and prosecution. More taxes for prison buildings
and guards. That’s just the part of the price for not addressing the conditions that have at least
contributed to high incarceration rates from North Omaha and other places.
Other ways that Nebraskans pay for crime: the cost to victims, a broader sense of fear in the
community, the lifelong impact on those who become unemployable after their release, now that
they have a criminal past.
The path we are on isn’t a productive one. It’s not good for the young people who are lured into a
self-destructive lifestyle of crime. It’s not good for Nebraska taxpayers, either.
But we’re not likely to get off that path merely by hiring more police officers and putting more
people in prison.
Omaha’s police chief says more jobs, more opportunity and more hope would go a long way toward
changing the conditions that contribute to crime. We should listen to him.
 


OWH Laura Ebke: The importance of breaking bread (or muffins) and civil discourse
 
Breaking bread and drinking beer. That may be the ticket to working through some of the acrimony
we see in the country (and state) these days.
My husband is a family practice physician in Crete. His office has five physicians and five mid-level
providers. There was some thought to having a “post-pandemic” party last summer, including
providers and all other medical and support staff at the hospital. Then the pandemic didn’t end.
Post-omicron, though, it seems like there is a new desire for co-workers to get together socially —
and that we might be getting to the point where it’s safe to do that. So last week, the clinic providers
decided to have a gathering at Lazy Horse Brewing outside of Ohiowa. Ten staff, spouses, and the
hospital administrator. It was an experiment — to see whether people were ready to get back
together. I’m here to report that not only were they prepared to get together, but they were already
talking about the “next event” and where it should be.
For those who have never been to Lazy Horse (it’s in this year’s Nebraska Tourism Passport package),
you should make the trip. They served up their wood-fired pizza, and of course craft beer, for the
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group. We broke bread together, talked, had a brew together and even fought about politics.
Despite the common medical backgrounds, the political opinions were not monolithic. We found,
though, that it’s far more unusual for political disagreements to devolve into anything more than
pointed banter when you’re sitting across the table chewing barbecue brisket pizza and washing it
down with salted caramel beer.
Republicans, Democrats and Libertarians sat around a table, arguing about the current state of
politics — who was to blame, how it could be better, whether we were facing the end of the
republic. And while we didn’t reach any conclusions, we proved that it was possible for people who
disagreed to have a heated conversation and then walk out the door asking when we would do it
again.
I just finished reading Jon Meacham’s biography of Thomas Jefferson. It’s incredible how many times
discussions at taverns (or in private residences) while eating and drinking was part of the discussions
in the early days of the republic. Even people who didn’t like each other very much (like Jefferson
and Alexander Hamilton) could have conversations over dinner and drink.
When I was in the legislature, I kind of grumbled about all the social events we were expected to
attend. But some of those events, when members were willing, helped build relationships that could
survive political disagreements. Harsh feelings are slow to exhibit themselves when you’ve sat next
to someone you usually disagree with, but with whom you’ve had a delightful conversation over
dinner and drinks — about vacation plans, or the family or stories from college.
Neither Nebraskans nor Americans are monolithic in their views. There may be majority views, but
even those in the majority on one issue likely don’t see everything the same way. Dinner and drinks
(or coffee and muffins) can force us to listen to others. We all know it’s not polite to talk while you’re
chewing your food, so while we’re chewing, we can be listening.
Listening doesn’t require agreement, but it can help to build understanding. Understanding helps us
to see those with whom we disagree as fellow travelers through this life, with all of us doing the best
that we can and struggling to find answers to the problems that vex us, and strategically,
understanding what those on the other side are thinking should be able to help us develop plans
that can succeed.
Now that we’re starting to put the pandemic behind us — whether because it’s going away, or we’ve
all just had enough and want to get back to normal — let’s not forget the value of breaking bread
with those who we might not see eye-to-eye with, as well as with those who think like we do. We
might just find that new solutions to the numerous problems our state and country have might make
themselves more apparent if we’d listen while we take turns chewing and taking a drink.
Laura Ebke is a wife, mother of three and grandma of one. A lifelong Nebraskan who has lived in
Crete for more than 25 years, she has a doctorate in political science from the University of Nebraska,
serves as senior fellow at the Platte Institute and previously served four years in the Nebraska
Legislature and 12 years on the Crete school board.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Putin’s war, Russian oil and climate change
 
Russia’s unprovoked and brutal invasion of Ukraine has brought swift condemnation from nearly the
whole world. Punishing sanctions by the United States, the EU countries and other global partners
have been implemented with the goal of crippling the Russian economy.
At a time when Europeans and Americans are already struggling with rapid inflation, higher energy
prices would add to the economic strain. What we have learned is that America’s fossil fuel







dependence is hampering our ability to respond to Russia’s attack.
A few other highly relevant things happened recently:
Temperatures in Omaha reached over 70 degrees on three consecutive days, reaching a record high
of 79 degrees on March 2;
The state is below normal snowfall this winter;
A brush fire erupted in Omaha along Interstate 80, attributed to record high temperature, and
perhaps most notably,
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released it’s sixth assessment report summarizing
the latest scientific research on climate change impacts, adaptation, and vulnerabilities of the planet
and its inhabitants.
The first three events reflect the local effects of climate change. They affirm what we already know:
that the world is hotter and drier and that it will become more so in coming decades. We know that
these changes are largely the result of excess carbon emissions related to burning fossil fuels. The
IPCC report confirms other things we know: climate change has exacerbated food and water
insecurity, extreme weather disasters, droughts, floods, wildfires, declines in human physical and
mental health, species loss and extinctions, and vector-borne diseases in regions around the world.
It emphasized that human efforts to adapt to these changes are woefully inadequate, underfunded
and in many cases, too late. The climate is changing at a pace that may outstrip our abilities to
adapt.
We urgently need a new approach.
Reducing our dependence on fossil fuels, both foreign and domestic, would give us a geopolitical
advantage and alter the calamitous trajectory of climate change. Support for renewable sources like
wind and solar, and new carbon capture technologies are a great start but are not a silver bullet to
solve immediate problems. A more direct mechanism is to shift the burden for the ongoing damage
caused by greenhouse gas emissions (carbon primarily) to those entities responsible for generating
them (oil, gas and coal producers) by pricing carbon.
Placing a price on carbon creates an economic signal to emitters that they must either transform
their activities and reduce carbon emissions — or pay a price for their continued destructive carbon
pollution. A well-designed carbon pricing policy would lead the world in transitioning away from
fossil fuels. This would include imposing a steadily increasing carbon price on each ton of
greenhouse gas that companies emit, then returning those revenues back to the consumers (the
American people) in the form of a “carbon cashback” to offset higher energy prices. A third strategy
could include a border carbon adjustment mechanism, a fee on certain imported products, based on
the amount of CO2 emissions incorporated in them in order to equalize the cost of carbon-based
products between countries. The European Union already plans to implement such a tariff and it is
expected to incentivize EU countries to import lower carbon-intensive goods made in the U.S. where
higher environmental standards exist. This could include natural gas, which is 40% cleaner than
Russian gas, as Rep. Don Bacon pointed out in a recent town hall. A BCAM enforced by the U.S. could
inflict far greater damage to Russia’s economy than sanctions, especially if coordinated with the EU.
Some Republicans in Congress are expressing support for a BCAM, and some, including Republican
Sen. Mitt Romney, also want a domestic carbon tax. He noted, “If you’re serious about climate, put a
price on carbon.”
The IPCC’s report calls carbon pricing “the most powerful and efficient” strategy available to reduce
emissions. It is also a tool that will free us from the bonds of imported oil and gas, allowing the
United States to more nimbly and strongly react to Russia and other rogue states.







The war in Ukraine is a terrible moment in human history but it is also an important opportunity for
America to pivot from the burden of fossil fuel dependence to a clean energy society that will yield a
brighter geopolitical, economic, and climate future by implementing a price on carbon. We urge our
Nebraska senators Sasse, Fischer, and representatives Bacon, Fortenberry and Smith to support this
policy now.
This article was submitted by Dr. Alison Freifeld, Ann Harms, Dr. Frances Mendenhall, Leanne Paetz,
Magan Smith, Annette Smith, Sandy Lehr and Madeleine Para.
 


OWH: Campaign ads
 
Call me old fashioned, but I find it inconceivable that no one has called for an end to the false and
defamatory TV ads being run in the Republican primary for governor. In reporting by Sara Gentzler in
the OWH (March 5), it is clear the TV ads being run by Charles Herbster against Jim Pillen are false
and defamatory. The ads falsely state that Pillen voted to increase funding for a University of
Nebraska program that supports teaching critical race theory after Vice Chancellor Marco Barker
“praised violent race riots on university letterhead.” This is false and is asserted with knowledge that
it is not true. In days gone by, Nebraskans of all political stripes and religious beliefs would have
called for the ads to be taken down and apologies made. But we hear nothing from the candidates
running, nothing from the university that is defamed, nothing from the vice chancellor falsely
accused, nothing from Gov. Ricketts, nothing from the Republican Party or even the Democratic
Party, nothing from the broadcasters being paid to run ads they know are false and defamatory. I
have no preference between Herbster and Pillen and think they have both wrongfully misused CRT
to inflame fear and hatred for political gain at the expense of useful discourse, but I strongly object
to their willingness to defame our University of Nebraska and its dedicated staff and faculty. Their
actions damage all of the citizens of Nebraska and I call on them to stop it. We all have a stake in the
good name and reputation of the University of Nebraska.
John Cavanaugh, Omaha
Former Member of U.S. House of Representatives
NE 2nd District (1977-80)
 


OWH: Prison staff shortages
 
As I read about the Bellevue Sonic killings and the Ricketts prison staff pay raises on the front page of
the March 8, Omaha World Herald, I was reminded of an analogy: It is better to be upstream
teaching them to swim than downstream pulling them out as they drown. The article states that
starting prison corporals are getting a pay raise from $42,00 to $58,000 a year. Most base pay
salaries for Nebraska teachers are below $39,000. I commend Gov. Ricketts for creatively addressing
the prison staff shortages. They are heroes, as is everyone in law enforcement and frontline
healthcare workers. They are very similar in their service to others. The key is finding the best people
for the job. The challenge is finding people who are willing. A fact that might not occur to everyone,
every incarcerated individual was once in elementary school. That is an opportunity we might be
missing. Are we willing to compensate teachers as much as prison guards? I would argue the reward
is worth the investment.
Layne Lueders, Blair
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OWH: ‘Threatening’ behavior
 
Earlier this month, I called the governor, 911, and Nebraska State Patrol about threatening people
on all the overpasses between Lincoln and Gretna waving Trump flags. I was afraid we were going to
see Jan. 6, 2021, repeated in Nebraska! I was told they were welcoming some sort of “convoy”
protesting COVID precautions. It looked more threatening to me. People who won’t vaccinate
threaten my life. Heaven save us from these people?
Connie McMillan, Omaha
 


OWH: Rent assistance
 
In not accepting the second installment of $120 million in rent and utility assistance, Gov. Ricketts
lends credibility to the perception that poor and working people’s daily challenges do not concern
him. This indifference is misguided, because utility and rental assistance is paid directly to the utility
or landlord.
This is selective frugality since the governor’s ARPA budget includes rent assistance for commercial
property. To avoid hypocrisy, he should include residential rent assistance. Renters benefit and so do
their landlords. And some landlords are even members of Ricketts’ party. That money pays their
mortgages and property taxes — a thing Ricketts keeps promising to lower.
In part thanks to misguided leadership, the pandemic is still on. Yet, most aid has stopped. People
are still suffering, financially, physically, mentally. Whatever the causes of some funds remaining
from the first round — failures of leadership, of staff, of appointed department heads, or a disregard
for all things Biden — the deadline was extended to the end of March.
The leading role of government is to safeguard the people. Lending a hand to the down and out is a
great and far-reaching legacy. A larger legacy than the land and water grab fantasy canal. A larger
legacy than a “public”-private lake development amid two metropolitan well fields and already
privately owned cabin communities.
A legacy that may not warrant a photo op or naming rights. But a legacy that will be gratefully
remembered by thousands of renters and owners, making a real difference in their lives.
Mike Powers, Palmyra, Neb.
 


LJS Editorial, 3/13: LPD needs to share answers with public on independent survey
 
Twelve Lincoln police officers have either been fired or resigned from the department since Dec. 1, a
loss of about 3% of LPD’s officers in just more than three months.
Even more disturbing is the fact that many of the officers who have resigned or been fired have filed
sexual harassment and discrimination reports within the department, sued the city alleging
harassment, discrimination and insufficient investigation of complaints, or supported those who did.
From the outside, the firings and resignations, which seem to be forced by the filing of the
complaints, appear to be retaliatory and part of an effort to downplay what seems to be a toxic
culture that tolerates sexual harassment and discrimination and protects the “thin blue line.”
It appears so because little information beyond what is contained in the lawsuits and the
acknowledgement of the firings and resignations has been provided by the department or city
officials.
In an opinion page column published by the Journal Star on Wednesday, Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird







and Police Chief Teresa Ewins pledged their commitment to “transparency and accountability,” then
cited privacy and legal reasons for limiting public discussion of “employee discipline, termination and
litigation.”
They then repeated a standard “trust us” statement — that each complaint had been thoroughly
investigated and where violations were found, proper disciplinary action was taken.
The community invests money and trust in its police force. It deserves better.
That LPD has workplace culture issues has been acknowledged, if not explicitly, for more than a year,
when Gaylor Baird ordered an assessment of the department in February 2021.
That it hasn’t changed was confirmed by former officer Sarah Williams, who, after settling a suit
against the department for $65,000, appeared before the City Council in December in tears,
describing the sexual harassment that she encountered at LPD and her sense that, even with the
lawsuit, nothing had changed
It is, to be fair, worth noting that there have been no formal complaints requiring internal
investigations since Ewins took over as chief Aug. 30.
As part of the Gaylor Baird-ordered assessment, LPD officers are now being anonymously surveyed
by an independent agency about their experiences in the department. While no date has been set,
the survey results will be made public.
That release will be imperative to provide an unbiased look at the harassment and discrimination
reported within the department and the culture that allowed it to continue. It should be
accompanied by as much detail as possible about the complaints and their resolution.
The survey results and the information and action that resulted from the complaints then should be
used to proscribe remedies that would change that culture and allow women to wear the badge
with comfort and security.
 


OWH: U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry set to go on trial, which will focus on his memory and
money
 
In terms of Nebraska history, it doesn’t get more high-profile than to have a congressman on trial for
three felonies while he’s running a reelection campaign.
Historic. Climactic. Dramatic? That’s left to be seen.
Certainly, the result will be dramatic, as U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, Nebraska’s 1st District
congressman, fights for his political, electoral and reputational life. In the past century, Nebraska has
seen other high-profile elected officials face felonies, including a Nebraska attorney general in 1984.
As a sitting U.S. congressman, Fortenberry takes that potential ignominy to a new level.
But that doesn’t mean Fortenberry’s trial, which starts Wednesday in a downtown Los Angeles
courtroom, will be cinematic.
In fact, strip away the fact that he’s a congressman, and Fortenberry is no different from the
hundreds of federal defendants who get charged every year with lying to the FBI. In other cases,
such charges are exactly as they appear in Fortenberry’s case: essentially secondary charges to the
underlying charge. In his case, Fortenberry was being investigated on suspicion of accepting a
foreigner’s campaign contributions through a conduit. It is illegal for U.S. politicians to accept money
from foreigners or to use U.S. citizens as conduits to obtain foreigners’ money.
Fortenberry’s campaign raised $30,000 of such money at a 2016 fundraiser. And prosecutors say
Fortenberry, despite having misgivings about the source of that money, later asked a connection if
he would be able to put a second fundraiser together.







Federal prosecutors allege he lied to agents about the contributions during two separate interviews.
Fortenberry and his attorneys deny he lied. Attorneys John Littrell and Ryan Fraser said the
congressman was set up and that he was misled when he was assured he was “trending towards a
witness,” not a target, in the investigation into the illegal campaign contributions. They will argue
that any misstatements were simply a product of a fallible memory of a 61-year-old man, not of a
deliberate attempt to deceive.
The four- to five-day trial — which will take place where Fortenberry’s fundraiser did, in Los Angeles
— is as high-stakes as it gets.
A preview of the key players and issues, based on numerous court filings and public statements in
the case:
Fortenberry
A graduate of Catholic High School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Fortenberry was an executive for
Sandhills Publishing in Lincoln and was an at-large member of Lincoln’s City Council from 1997 to
2001 before running to replace Doug Bereuter, who retired at the end of 2004. His win in 2004 was
the only time he faced a Republican primary challenger. He has been reelected eight times and is
now seeking a ninth term.
He is stringently anti-abortion and has advanced several conservative causes during his time in
office. He also has experience in foreign policy matters. He once co-sponsored the Middle East
Partnership for Peace Act, which aims to ease tensions between Israelis and Palestinians by giving
grants and loans to startup businesses. In 2014 and 2015, Fortenberry led efforts to obtain the
passage of two resolutions publicly condemning the persecution of Christians and other religious
minorities in the Middle East.
At some point, those interests led to a relationship with Toufic Baaklini.
Baaklini
In 2014, Baaklini founded In Defense of Christians to advocate for the protection of Christians in the
Middle East.
A U.S. citizen of Lebanese descent, Baaklini has served as a go-to guy for a controversial figure and
Nigerian billionaire at the center of this case, Gilbert Chagoury. Baaklini assisted Chagoury with
financial and political dealings in the United States, according to federal prosecutors.
One of the aims of Baaklini’s IDC group was to “get more U.S. congressional involvement
surrounding these issues, and (Fortenberry) became an important political ally for Baaklini and his
organization,” prosecutors wrote.
In turn, the two developed a close relationship, texting and emailing often.
“How many of you have ever been able to tell Toufic Baaklini ‘no’?” Fortenberry once asked at an
IDC dinner in 2018, looking into the audience for a show of hands. “It’s unanimous: no one,” he said.
Prosecutors say that Fortenberry had his own request of Baaklini. In late 2015, after introducing the
resolution to condemn the persecution of Christians, Fortenberry “asked Baaklini to assist him in
identifying supporters who would contribute to his reelection campaign.”
“Baaklini advised defendant that he had a group of Lebanese donors in Los Angeles who wanted to
support defendant, and defendant, in turn, directed his fundraising consultant, Alexandra Kendrick,
to coordinate the event with Baaklini.”
Baaklini is now a cooperating witness in the government’s case and has agreed to pay a $90,000 fine
for his actions.
Chagoury
He is Nigerian-born, of Lebanese descent and lives in Paris.







Prosecutors allege that Chagoury is the source of $180,000 in illegal political contributions to four
political candidates, including the $30,000 that was funneled to Fortenberry’s campaign.
It is not the first time Chagoury has sought to purchase influence or been linked to corruption.
“A household name in Nigeria,” Chagoury is well-known among people who look into corruption
challenges around the world and among people who know about some of the most “corrupt
episodes in recent Nigerian political history,” said Matthew Page, a former U.S. State Department
expert.
Chagoury’s role of adviser to a notorious Nigerian dictator in the 1990s is well-documented, and he
has had other brushes with scandal since. In addition to the $180,000 in illegal contributions to four
political candidates, Chagoury “separately routed $50,000” to then-United States Secretary of
Transportation Ray LaHood, in the form of a purported “loan” that LaHood never disclosed, as
required.
In 2015 and 2016, national news outlets reported that he was a top Clinton Foundation donor. Such
a donation was legal but was nonetheless controversial as Hillary Clinton was campaigning for
president at that time.
He was a key initial financial backer for Baaklini’s nonprofit, IDC.
“Through Baaklini, Fortenberry also came to know Chagoury based on their shared commitment to
(In Defense of Christians) and the ‘cause,’ and the two personally met twice: once in Washington
D.C. and once in Paris,” prosecutors wrote.
Chagoury agreed to cooperate with the federal investigation and pay a fine of $1.8 million for his
actions.
Individual H
Fortenberry developed a third friend over his work for In Defense of Christians. Prosecutors have
referred to the Los Angeles physician in court documents only as “Individual H,” who also is of
Lebanese descent. A former board member of IDC, he also has agreed to cooperate with the
government.
“In January 2016, Baaklini provided $30,000 of Chagoury’s money in cash to Individual H at a
restaurant in LA with instructions that Individual H host a fundraiser for Fortenberry and recruit
other individuals (conduits) to contribute Chagoury’s money to defendant’s campaign,” prosecutors
wrote.
Alexandra Kendrick
At the time, Kendrick was a fundraising consultant for Fortenberry.
In early February 2016, Baaklini introduced Kendrick to Individual H as the host of the Los Angeles
fundraiser. In the lead-up to the 2016 fundraiser, Kendrick “repeatedly emphasized to (Fortenberry)
the potential risk of illegal foreign and conduit contributions with this event,” prosecutors said.
She “relayed ... a ‘cautionary tale’ in which she coordinated for a different client a fundraiser that
similarly had ties with foreign nationals from the same community. (She) later learned that the
contributions from that event were illegal foreign and conduit contributions.”
Kendrick was so concerned that she told Fortenberry that she would insist that the donors
“complete the contribution forms in person at her table, given her concerns about possible conduit
contributions.”
The critical issue
Will prosecutors be able to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that Fortenberry knowingly and
intentionally lied or tried to conceal the contributions?
It is not enough for Fortenberry to just have been mistaken; he has to have been deliberate in any







lies to federal agents.
Prosecutors say Fortenberry wasn’t just mistaken.
“A short time after the 2016 fundraiser, (Fortenberry) saw Baaklini in Washington, D.C.,” prosecutors
wrote. “In a private conversation, defendant asked Baaklini if he thought anything was wrong with
the 2016 fundraiser. Baaklini falsely told him no and inquired why defendant was asking.
“In response, defendant noted that the money had all come from one family. Baaklini again falsely
told defendant nothing was wrong with the fundraiser.”
A month later, Fortenberry’s resolution condemning the persecution of Christians in the Middle East
passed.
Over the next two years, Fortenberry and Individual H kept in contact, largely through texts. In the
spring of 2018, Fortenberry was readying for reelection. He went back to Individual H.
Fortenberry “asked Individual H if he would host another fundraising event in Los Angeles for him,”
prosecutors Mack Jenkins and Susan Har wrote. “Individual H agreed to look into it.”
On June 4, 2018, Individual H, who by then was cooperating, called Fortenberry while FBI agents
were recording, according to prosecutors.
“During that nine-minute call, Individual H repeatedly discussed with defendant that Baaklini had
given Individual H $30,000 cash to contribute to the 2016 fundraiser. He mentioned that Chagoury
‘was probably the ultimate source of the money ... because he was so grateful for (Fortenberry’s)
support (for) the cause.’”
Fortenberry “did not express surprise or concern or seek clarification about Individual H’s admissions
that illegal foreign cash had been funneled to his campaign,” prosecutors wrote.
“Instead, defendant continued to push the second fundraiser, explaining that he hoped to ‘have
some continuation of the fine generosity’ that he had received from the first fundraiser,”
prosecutors said.
Fortenberry’s defense
Fortenberry’s attorneys, John Littrell and Ryan Fraser, have argued that the call was a setup, that
Fortenberry relied on assurances he was trending toward being a witness and that he never
deliberately misled authorities. Littrell and Fraser also tried to introduce a memory expert to testify
to the unreliability of memory. But the judge has declined to allow that person’s testimony, in part
because, he says, the expert is simply stating the obvious when it comes to memory. The attorneys
can argue such matters, the judge ruled.
Chad Kolton, Fortenberry’s campaign spokesman, said the “case centers on an approximately 10-
minute-long phone call prosecutors directed their informant (Individual H) to make to Jeff
Fortenberry to implant information with him they knew he did not have.”
“FBI agents then used false pretenses to interview Fortenberry in his home nearly a year later, and
when he failed to recall the details of the brief call to their satisfaction, California prosecutors moved
to indict him,” Kolton said. “Something the FBI’s own materials show they planned to do before the
interview even took place.”
The judge
Judge Stanley Blumenfeld Jr. is a longtime judge in California who was on the state bench for 15
years before becoming a federal judge. He was appointed to two judgeships by celebrities-turned-
politicians — to the state court bench by then-California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2005 and to
the federal court bench by then-President Donald Trump in 2020.
No-nonsense but polite, he comes to hearings with a command of issues and pointed questions. He
cuts off attorneys who veer off topic. Notably, he has bristled at the Fortenberry team’s requests to







delve into the political views of jurors, and the political donations of Mack Jenkins, the lead
prosecutor.
He once was incredulous at an attorney’s comment that the judge should recuse himself unless he
was planning to dismiss the case against Fortenberry. “Maybe give me a serious response,” the
judge scolded.
Blumenfeld himself served for four years, early in his career, in the same U.S. Attorney’s Office that
houses the prosecutors in this case. Blumenfeld was, however, an attorney on the civil side. As a
state court judge, he presided over more than 200 criminal trials.
The jury
As often is the case in federal court, the judge will do all questioning of prospective jurors.
Fortenberry’s team fought hard to have the case moved to Nebraska, in part because Fortenberry is
from here but also because of their fear of the political views of Californians.
“It’s vital that we know if people have a bias against Republicans in our jury pool,” Littrell told the
judge last week.
Blumenfeld wasn’t so sure. He agreed that he would try to detect biases, but said a blanket political
party inquiry can lead to jurors seeing an easy way out of jury duty by flatly declaring they don’t like
one party.
The judge suggested that very few jurors review matters only through a political lens — and he
questioned if it will even come up that Fortenberry is Republican. Littrell countered that some jurors
will figure it out and might assume that Fortenberry is Republican because he’s from Nebraska.
In that downtown L.A. courtroom, Nebraska “will seem like a foreign place,” Littrell said. “I think
jurors will assume there are different values there.”
The consequence
It’s hard to overstate this. It’s monumental to Fortenberry. A conviction would mean Fortenberry
would face up to five years in prison on each of the three counts, though supervised release also is a
possibility.
In an interesting twist, it wouldn’t necessarily mean that he would be booted from Congress.
Congress has had its share of felons over the years — and unless that felony involves treason, it
doesn’t require automatic dismissal.
That said, Fortenberry is facing a Republican primary challenger for the first time since his original
2004 run. Republican State Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk has made the indictment the center of a
recent ad. Two Democrats are vying to battle the Fortenberry-Flood winner.
Make no mistake: Fortenberry is fighting for his life as a politician and as a free man.
“Jeff Fortenberry has always had great faith in the American people’s ability to judge what is fair and
just,” Kolton said Friday. “When the jury hears the facts in this case, they will recognize his
innocence.”
By Todd Cooper
 


LJS: Fischer says Biden response in Ukraine was too late
 
Sen. Deb Fischer faulted President Joe Biden for having "moved too slowly" in response to the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, suggesting that some of the administration's performance reflected
"incompetence."
Fischer, however, said she would "give the administration credit" for its actions in working with allies
during the ongoing crisis in Ukraine.







The Nebraska senator, who is a senior member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, was
interviewed on CNBC.
"I think the president really moved too slowly," Fischer said during the interview.  "The sanctions
weren't tough enough at the beginning.
"If you're going to deter somebody, you need to show that you mean business on it," Fischer said.
"To wait unit after the tanks started rolling in was too late."
By Don Walton
 


AP: Texas clinics’ lawsuit over abortion ban ‘effectively over’
 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The Texas Supreme Court on Friday dealt essentially a final blow to abortion
clinics’ best hopes of stopping a restrictive law that has sharply curtailed the number of abortions in
the state since September and will now fully stay in place for the foreseeable future.
The ruling by the all-Republican court was not unexpected, but it slammed the door on what little
path forward the U.S. Supreme Court had allowed Texas clinics after having twice declined to stop a
ban on abortions after roughly six weeks of pregnancy.
It spells the coming end to a federal lawsuit that abortion clinics filed even before the restrictions
took effect in September — and were then rejected at nearly every turn, and in nearly every court,
for six months.
“There is nothing left, this case is effectively over with respect to our challenge to the abortion ban,”
said Marc Hearron, attorney for the Center for Reproductive Rights, which led the challenge against
the Texas law known as Senate Bill 8.
Although Texas abortion clinics are not dropping the lawsuit, they now expect it will be dismissed in
the coming weeks or months.
It is likely to further embolden other Republican-controlled states that are now pressing forward
with similar laws, including neighboring Oklahoma, where many Texas women have crossed state
lines to get an abortion for the past six months. The Republican-controlled Oklahoma Senate on
Thursday approved a half-dozen anti-abortion measures, including a Texas-style ban.
Texas’ law leaves enforcement up to private citizens, who are entitled to collect what critics call a
“bounty” of $10,000 if they bring a successful lawsuit against a provider or anyone who helps a
patient obtain an abortion.
The Texas law bans abortion after roughly six weeks of pregnancy and makes no exceptions in cases
of rape or incest. Abortions in Texas have plummeted by about 50% since the law took effect, while
the number of Texans going to clinics out of state and requesting abortion pills online has gone up.
In December, the U.S. Supreme Court decided to keep the law in place and allowed only a narrow
challenge against the restrictions to proceed. The decision by the Texas Supreme Court turned on
whether medical licensing officials had an enforcement role under the law, and therefore, could be
sued by clinics that are reaching for any possible way to halt the restrictions.
But writing for the court, Justice Jeffrey Boyd said those state officials have no enforcement
authority, “either directly or indirectly.”
Republican Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton celebrated the decision that he said renders the
lawsuit “essentially finished.” Anti-abortion groups, who pushed GOP lawmakers to approve the law,
also called it a significant victory.
“This is a win for thousands of unborn Texans and I’m proud to defend those who do not yet have a
voice,” Paxton said. “I will fight relentlessly to stop gruesome abortion practices from taking more
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innocent lives.”
Texas abortion providers had already acknowledged they were running out of options and that the
law would stay in place for the foreseeable future.
“Because of the U.S. Supreme Court’s repeated refusal to intervene for more than half a year,
Texans are living in a state of sustained chaos, crisis, and confusion – and there is no end in sight,”
Alexis McGill Johnson, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood Federation of America, said Friday.
“Tragically, this attack on reproductive freedom now continues uninterrupted in Texas and across
the country.”
Even though the Texas law is more restrictive than any in the country, the future of abortion rights in
the U.S. is likely to come down to a Supreme Court decision later this year over a separate case out
of Mississippi. That one amounts to a direct challenge of Roe v. Wade, the landmark 1973 case that
affirmed the constitutional right to an abortion.
In December, the court’s conservative majority signaled a willingness to roll back abortion rights
across the country, which clinics fear could allow Texas and other GOP-controlled states to ban
abortion outright.
The number of abortions in September and October in Texas fell by about 50% compared to the
same months a year earlier, from 4,511 in September 2020 to 2,197 in September 2021, and from
4,650 in October 2020 to 2,251 in October 2021, according to state health figures.
But that data only tells part of the story. Researchers say the number of Texas women going to
clinics in neighboring states and going online to get abortion pills by mail has risen sharply since the
law took effect.
A study released this month showed that from September to December, nearly 1,400 Texans a
month were going to neighboring states for abortions. The study from the University of Texas at
Austin’s Texas Policy Evaluation Project collected data from 34 of 44 open clinics in Arkansas,
Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico and Oklahoma.
It found that about 5,600 Texans went to the clinics in nearby states over those months compared to
just over 500 for the same period in 2019.
Another study led by a University of Texas researcher found an increase in the number of Texans
requesting abortion pills from the overseas nonprofit Aid Access. The study, published in the medical
journal JAMA Network Open, found that during the first week of September, requests per day
jumped to about 138 compared to a previous average of 11. Over the subsequent weeks in
September, requests averaged 37 a day. Then, through December, the average was 30 per day.
Researchers noted they didn’t know if all requests resulted in abortions.
 
 
Justin Pinkerman
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Cc: Pinkerman, Justin
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 3-21-22
Date: Monday, March 21, 2022 8:58:10 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP


Eustis, NE


Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)


Corn Mar 2022 7.04 -22.00 08:44


Corn Oct 2022 6.16 -45.00 08:44


Milo Mar 2022 6.81 -45.00 08:44


Milo Oct 2022 6.11 -50.00 08:44


Soybeans Mar 2022 15.64 -108.00 08:44


Soybeans Oct 2022 14.10 -75.00 08:44


Wheat Mar 2022 10.02 -85.00 08:44


Wheat Jul 2022 10.02 -85.00 08:44
 


TV and Radio


NCN: New prison, sentencing reforms heading for showdown


WOWT: Supporters of medical marijuana host events in Nebraska to gather enough signatures for
ballot


KETV: 'This cannot fail': Nebraska medical cannabis advocates push to get enough signatures by July
7th


NTV: State and local crews join assets to battle the Votaw Road Fire


 


Governor


GII: Nebraska State Fair federal fund request dropped to $20M


OWH: More money sought to bolster Nebraska's health care workforce


Nebraska Examiner: Direct refunds of $200 to each Nebraskan described as a better way to handle
glut of state funds


Nebraska Examiner: Lively debate expected in the Legislature over divvying up federal recovery
funds


OWH: Lindstrom hopes to snag win in GOP primary while front-runners duke it out


Nebraska Examiner: Dark money ads hit Herbster and Lindstrom in Nebraska governor’s race
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Agency


LJS: 'I have no control' — Report details shortcomings of Nebraska's community corrections facilities


 


Legislature


Nebraska Examiner: Environmental, farm groups seek update of 2014 state climate impact study


OWH: Tax plans offer alternatives of property tax credits or cash back to Nebraskans


LJS: Don Walton: Budget debate spotlights urban-rural divide, race-based challenges


 


University


LJS: UNL starts its own student-led venture capital fund


 


Coronavirus


Kearney Hub: COVID-19 cases and risk dial plummet in the Two Rivers district


OWH: Parents, teachers hopeful for 'normal' spring as schools roll back COVID restrictions


 


State, Local and Regional


OWH: Nebraska Supreme Court rejects challenge to law that lets investors take property over unpaid
taxes


LJS: Tornado season could come earlier this year, forecaster says


LJS: Florida man must sell Nebraska property after history of hunting violations


Stateline.org: States Use Road Sensors to Combat Treacherous ‘Tire Carcasses’


 


Opinion


OWH Editorial: A new Omaha central library will move the city forward


OWH George Mills: In life, we will find ourselves asking 'What are the chances?'


OWH Midlands Voices: The free world must continue to strengthen and sustain Ukraine


OWH Public Pulse


1. Define blighted
2. Streetcar opposition
3. Citizen-business trade
4. A few questions
5. Basketball congrats
6. About Fidrych
7. Proposed ordinance
8. Letter response


LJS Editorial, 3/20: Pre-pandemic normal isn't coming back


LJS Letters


1. Borer right for state office
2. StarTran needs new transfer facility
3. Workers must oppose war
4. Iowa's flat tax benefits richest







5. Herbster ignores COVID science
6. Clements' bill ignores numbers


 


National/Federal


OWH: Day 2 of Fortenberry trial sheds light on congressman's relationship with Nigerian billionaire


OWH: 'A total non-issue': Fortenberry official claims protocol was followed in proxy controversy


AP: Illegal $30K donation plot outlined at congressman’s trial


AP: Bird flu case forces killing of 5.3 million chickens in Iowa


 


GII: Nebraska State Fair federal fund request dropped to $20M
 


The Nebraska State Fair is looking at $20 million in American Rescue Plan Act funds for needed
infrastructure improvements at Grand Island’s Fonner Park campus.


Gov. Pete Ricketts had originally included a $25 million investment in his biennium budget.


That amount has since been reduced, explained Executive Board Vice Chair Dawn Caldwell at
Friday’s meeting of the Nebraska State Fair board.


“The governor had us in his budget for $25 million. The Unicameral is currently working to try to get
to a place where they can approve a budget. They’re not there yet, and the state is eagerly awaiting
that,” she said.


The state received $1.04 billion in ARPA funds in 2021.


Due to the number of ARPA fund requests, a smaller amount is being suggested for NSF.


An allocation of $20 million is being recommended instead by the Legislature’s Appropriations
Committee.


“If you have an opportunity to visit with your own senator, or you run across someone say, hey, we
genuinely appreciate that, it’s a big deal and we’re able to do a good portion of our project that we
submitted,” Caldwell said.


The funds would be used to improve sewage system and storm drainage and to create a new
wastewater system on the Fonner Park campus.


Lindsey Koepke, executive director for the 1868 Foundation, which serves the Nebraska State Fair,
voiced support Friday for the ARPA fund allocation.


Koepke said the foundation is “grateful and thankful” for the $25 million proposal from Gov. Ricketts
and the Legislature’s recommended $20 million.


“That is life-changing,” she said. “It makes me shake. It makes me giddy. Because that’s an
opportunity to forever change the landscape of these grounds and really to forever change the
landscape of Grand Island and central Nebraska.”


At the foundation’s annual Blue Ribbon Kickoff this year, a special thank you is being planned for the
Legislature and Gov. Ricketts in response to the support, Koepke said.


Facility improvements at Fonner Park are needed, said State Fair Executive Director Bill Ogg in
December, at a conference on NSF’s Fonner Park master plan.


“We’re to the point where several of those shows are outgrowing our facilities,” he said. “In a
modest amount of two or three years, we’ll be at capacity.”


Hall County 4-H update


Kathleen Lodl, Nebraska 4-H program administrator, addressed growing concerns about poultry at







Friday’s NSF board meeting.


On Wednesday, USDA confirmed highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in a non-commercial
backyard flock (non-poultry) in Merrick County.


HPAI has also been detected in other states across the nation in 2022.


“It’s too soon to make any decisions at all, but we’re certainly keeping abreast of that, working with
the Department of Ag on that and our poultry specialist to make sure that whatever we need to do,
that happens,” Lodl said.


Alternative plans for “non-live” poultry shows are in place, Lodl said, and have been used before
both at the State Fair and other Nebraska events.


Recycling at State Fair


NSF Director of Sales Hollie Evert lauded the amount of recycling that took place at 2021’s State Fair
event.


Nebraska Recycling Council determines the fair’s waste diversion rate every year, Evert told the NSF
board Friday.


The rate for 2021’s event was 82.5%, which Evert called “not bad.”


NSF provides the recycling council with numbers provided to the fair by its partners: Mid-Nebraska
Disposal and O’Neill Transportation & Equipment.


“We keep track of what goes to recycling, like our cardboard, aluminum and plastic. Even our
concessionaires have a compost bed where they throw food that does not get served,” she said.
“We (also) take the fryer oil from our concessionaries and that gets picked up and recycled into
biodiesel.”


She added, “Nebraska State Fair is doing its part to be good stewards.”


For more information about Nebraska State Fair, visit statefair.org.


By Brandon Summers


 


OWH: More money sought to bolster Nebraska's health care workforce
 


Nebraska's hospital and medical associations have sent a letter to state senators encouraging them
to devote a share of the state's federal pandemic funding to bolstering the health care workforce.


Leaders of the Nebraska Hospital Association and the Nebraska Medical Association, which
represents many of the state's doctors, also raised concerns in a letter dated Thursday that the
Legislature's proposal does not reserve contingency funds for future public health response needs. 


The associations are not alone in lobbying for a share of the state's allotment under the American
Rescue Plan Act. The ARPA funding bill will be on Wednesday's legislative agenda. The committee
proposal would use $1.03 billion of the $1.04 billion that Nebraska will get from ARPA.


Jeremy Nordquist, the hospital association's president, said the groups' members are concerned
about the lack of investment in initiatives that would immediately strengthen the state's health care
workforce, particularly in rural Nebraska. That workforce has suffered losses during the pandemic. 


A study by the Nebraska Center for Nursing indicated the state will face a shortage of 5,435 nurses
by the year 2025. That number actually is expected to be higher given the losses of nurses due to the
pandemic. As of last week, some 7,247 open nursing positions in Nebraska were posted
on Indeed.com.


According to a University of Nebraska Medical Center health care workforce study, every Nebraska
county but Douglas and Lancaster has been designated a shortage area for at least one type of
physician primary care specialty. Nearly a fifth of physicians in the state are approaching retirement
age.
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The associations urged the Legislature to appropriate funds for three initiatives to jump-start the
health care workforce:


• $5 million for nursing scholarships.


• $5 million for rural health professional student loan repayment.


• Ongoing operational funding for the Rural Health Complex at the University of Nebraska at
Kearney.


Nordquist said the associations' leaders also are concerned about a lack of contingency funding for
future public health emergencies, such as another wave of COVID-19.


Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, he said, had included $20 million each for the current fiscal year and
the next fiscal year in his ARPA spending proposal to cover hospital capacity needs, including
traveling nurses. The committee's proposal does not include such funds. 


Nordquist noted that the state's hospitals are only six weeks removed from having a limit on elective
procedures due to high numbers of COVID patients. 


The state has until 2026 to spend the ARPA funds. The Legislature could set aside contingency funds
and "have that there as a backstop."


"We don't know what the future holds," he said.


By Julie Anderson


 


Nebraska Examiner: Direct refunds of $200 to each Nebraskan described as a better way
to handle glut of state funds
 


LINCOLN — If the state needs to return a glut of extra tax revenue to Nebraskans, State Sen. John
Cavanaugh of Omaha says a simpler and more conservative approach would be direct payments of
$200 to each resident.


Cavanaugh has introduced an amendment to a major income tax bill that would distribute prepaid
debit cards of $200 each to every citizen. It is an alternative to deep cuts in state income taxes that
are being proposed in Legislative Bill 939 that he argues is fiscally risky and benefits mostly the
wealthy. 


“The general philosophy is that we have a lot of extra money now, and we have an obligation to
return it to Nebraskans,” Cavanaugh said. “That’s a justification for a rebate this year and not a
permanent tax cut for millionaires.”


His amendment is proposed to LB 939, which might be debated as early as Tuesday,


But two key senators on tax issues have other ideas. Both Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, who
chairs the Legislature’s Revenue Committee, and Sen. Tom Briese of Albion, who has battled often
for property tax relief for rural Nebraskans, have introduced their own amendments.


As originally written, LB 939 seeks to lower the state’s top individual income tax rate from 6.84% to
5.84% after three years. The bill would also reduce the state’s corporate income tax rate from 7.1%
to 5.84% by tax year 2026.


The Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and other business groups, as well as Gov. Pete Ricketts, have
argued for years that the state’s top income tax rate is too high, thus discouraging companies and
workers from locating here.


They also maintain that Nebraska is falling behind. The only neighboring state with a higher top rate,
Iowa, just enacted a law to lower that rate to 4.9%.  


Property tax relief


Both Linehan and Briese have introduced amendments that would add some significant property tax
relief to LB 939, with the intent of attracting more support from rural senators. They had reluctantly







supported the bill during first-round debate on the condition that the bill be amended during second
round discussion.


Briese said his amendment would increase the current state income tax credit for property taxes
paid by $50 million in the first year, increasing to $150 million by the third year. The credit would
expanded to offset a portion of property taxes paid to support community colleges. Now it offsets
about 25% of property taxes paid to support K-12 schools.


Linehan said that the state’s current top income tax rate of 6.84% “chases some very wealthy
people” out of the state.


“I’m pretty confident the Legislature is behind bringing the top rate down,” Linehan said. “We are
way out of balance with all the states around us.”


During first-round debate on LB 939, opponents like Cavanaugh argued that it would mostly benefit
the wealthy. Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt said that the social and political climate of the state, and
whether people of all types are welcome, determines if they will stay or leave, not tax rates.


Cavanaugh said that his amendment, which also includes a modest income tax reduction, got a cool
reception from Linehan and Ricketts when he presented it to them. But he said he got a compliment
from Blair Sen. Ben Hansen, who had introduced a similar idea in the past.


The Open Sky Policy Institute voiced support Thursday of Cavanaugh’s idea, saying 18 other states
have adopted or are considering similar refunds to return funds to residents because of overly ample
tax reserves.


‘More direct way’


“It would be a more direct way to help Nebraskans — and particularly low- and middle-income
residents — than the corporate and personal income tax cuts proposed in the currently amended
version of LB 939,” wrote Chuck Brown of Open Sky. It would also spur economic growth, he added.


The one-time cost of the refunds would be $400 million, Open Sky estimated. By contrast, LB 939’s
income tax cuts are projected to cost $400 million a year by fiscal year 2026-27.


That, Cavanaugh said, makes his proposal more conservative. If tax revenues continue to exceed
estimates, he added, the Legislature could pass deeper income tax cuts later.


By Paul Hammel


 


Nebraska Examiner: Lively debate expected in the Legislature over divvying up federal
recovery funds
 


LINCOLN — An Omaha equestrian group could get a half-million dollars to help host an international
horse jumping event in Omaha. 


The Nebraska Crime Commission would get nearly $48 million to train that “next generation of law
enforcement officers.”


North and South Omaha would get at least $200 million to boost some of the most disadvantaged
areas of the state.


That’s just a taste of the wide-ranging projects, all linked in some way to the pandemic, that the
Legislature’s Appropriations Committee has recommended to benefit from the state’s allotment of
American Rescue Plan Act funds.


The proposed $1.03 billion lineup reflects about 40 projects or focus areas, and the plan is to be
debated this week in the full Legislature. Lawmakers expect impassioned discussion as many
requests were left partially unfulfilled or dismissed altogether.


Indeed, the committee was tasked with whittling down a list of some 100 proposals that totaled
about $4 billion.







‘Long, intricate process’


“This was a very long, intricate process,” said State Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha, a member of the
Appropriations Committee. “It was extremely difficult and wasn’t done in one fell swoop.”


The pool reflected a variety of proposals from state senators and Gov. Pete Ricketts that drew scores
of advocates from across the state to the State Capitol over recent weeks to lobby on behalf of pet
projects and ideas. The COVID recovery funds come with  restrictions and criteria.


Among those left with concerns are the Nebraska Hospital and Medical Associations, whose
representatives say the ARPA proposal falls short of what health care professionals believe is needed
to maintain a strong workforce pipeline.


The groups sent a letter to lawmakers underscoring their wishes, including a contingency for future
public health emergencies.


Jeremy Nordquist, president of the hospital association, said the associations are talking to at least
one senator about shuffling items in the proposed slate to better respond to public health needs. He
said he understands it won’t be easy.


‘Moral document’


“It’s going to be tough to take away money from people who think they have it,” Nordquist said.


State Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha already has taken action to compensate for a shortfall in the $450
million in federal ARPA funds that he and Sen. Terrell McKinney sought for an initiative focusing on
rebuilding North Omaha.


Wayne hopes to fill the gap with state budget funds — and is requesting that the Legislature allocate
$225 million from the state’s flush cash reserve account to help rebuild historically neglected parts
of east Omaha that have suffered disproportionately from discrimination and COVID.


He said the state budget is Nebraska’s “moral document” and that state leaders haven’t  paid
enough attention to urban and demographically changing communities across the state. “I don’t
agree with leaving people behind,” Wayne said.


Vargas, whose district includes South Omaha, is a co-sponsor of the Wayne-McKinney proposal. He
noted that the Appropriations Committee is a nine-member body and that its ARPA
recommendations reflect varying rural and urban interests.


Vargas said the package devotes about $200 million specifically to North and South Omaha for such
needs as job training and business development. Of that, $60 million is earmarked for a business
park near Eppley Airfield and about $50 million is to create  affordable housing.


In addition, Vargas said, organizations within the east Omaha communities are eligible to try to tap
into certain other funds within the overall plan.


Assorted projects


Here is a sampling of other projects in the proposed ARPA package:


Public health: $60 million for a rural health complex at the University of Nebraska at Kearney; $20
million to help rural communities replace aging ambulances. 


Economic revival: $60 million to Nebraska’s six community colleges to strengthen and grow a post-
pandemic skilled workforce; $20 million for grants to Nebraska food banks and to groups with
innovative food supply chain projects.


Premium Pay: Nearly $37 million to provide pay increases for front-line public health and public
safety workers in 24-hour facilities; $55 million for rate increases for certain providers of
developmental disabilities services.


Infrastructure: $23 million to repair irrigation tunnels that collapsed in the Fort Laramie-Gering
Irrigation District; $20 million to the Nebraska State Fair for wastewater and sewage systems.


By Cindy Gonzalez



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskaexaminer.com%2F2022%2F02%2F14%2Fsouth-omaha-leaders-tell-lawmakers-theyre-fed-up-with-being-left-out%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C31f058abbb5f435593d208da0b42d077%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637834678898680280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gx6KBgR4T1ilcnftKNdUnF%2BElKS%2FHT1VF2Mhm%2BThZXI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskaexaminer.com%2F2022%2F02%2F02%2Frecovery-plan-seen-as-unprecedented-opportunity-to-help-revitalize-north-omaha%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C31f058abbb5f435593d208da0b42d077%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637834678898836480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=SvxEwEmUMxX9KXzRBi7%2BV2yO8vLsp%2FBa6niHlGwHvfU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskaexaminer.com%2F2022%2F02%2F02%2Frecovery-plan-seen-as-unprecedented-opportunity-to-help-revitalize-north-omaha%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C31f058abbb5f435593d208da0b42d077%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637834678898836480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=SvxEwEmUMxX9KXzRBi7%2BV2yO8vLsp%2FBa6niHlGwHvfU%3D&reserved=0





 


OWH: Lindstrom hopes to snag win in GOP primary while front-runners duke it out
 


Brett Lindstrom’s crucible moment as a legislator hit early in his political career, on a matter of life
and death.


After months of study, the first-year Nebraska state senator, a pro-life conservative Republican, cast
a series of votes in 2015 to overturn the death penalty. The decision put him at odds with Gov. Pete
Ricketts and much of the base of his own party. Lindstrom described it at the time as “the hardest
vote I’ve ever made.”


Nebraska voters restored capital punishment the following year after a referendum heavily funded
by the Ricketts family.


“I still stand by my decision, based on being pro-life,” Lindstrom said, adding, “The voters spoke with
the ballot. Moving forward as governor, I will uphold the law.”


Seven years later, Lindstrom, running to succeed Ricketts, is an underdog in the May 10 GOP primary
against two well-funded and better-known front-runners and several other candidates.


A lesson he first learned as a hard-luck Nebraska Cornhuskers quarterback was reinforced by what
Lindstrom acknowledges was a rough rookie year as a lawmaker. In addition to the drama over the
death penalty vote, just one Lindstrom bill made it through the Legislature.


“Getting knocked down and getting back up — (I learned that) things don’t always run smooth,” he
said.


But Lindstrom said he watched how successful legislators worked, and he learned to engage in the
political horse-trading that gets bills passed. He claims authorship of 60 bills that have passed in the
years since. A financial adviser by profession, he has labored on literal pocketbook issues on
committees that deal with banking, commerce and state revenue.


Last year Lindstrom authored a bill he had worked on for years that would reduce state income taxes
on Social Security income in half by 2025, and possibly eliminate them entirely by 2030. He considers
it his top legislative accomplishment.


“It’s probably the largest tax cut we’ve done in several decades,” he said.


Ricketts did not invite him to the bill-signing ceremony. Lindstrom ignored the slight and held his
own event.


“He’s highly regarded among his peers in the Legislature,” said Paul Landow, an associate professor
of political science at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, and a former chairman of the Nebraska
Democratic Party. “It’s primarily because he’s seen as a decent guy, who’s solid and hardworking.”


Lindstrom is trading on that reputation in the rough-and-tumble primary race, characterized by the
barrage of bruising ads the two front-runners, Charles W. Herbster and Jim Pillen, have aimed at one
another.


Herbster, a businessman from Falls City, has won the endorsement of former President Donald
Trump while Pillen, a hog producer from Columbus and University of Nebraska regent, touts his
backing from Ricketts.


They have pushed hard on hot-button issues like critical race theory, gun rights and immigration.


Lindstrom doesn’t differ much from his opponents on those issues. His campaign website pledges he
will “ensure the radical left comes nowhere near your constitutional right to keep and bear arms”
and promises a “fact-based, patriotic education” without “Anti-American, divisive and left-wing
propaganda like ‘critical race theory.’”


His advertising, though, has emphasized his youth and his telegenic family, while gently promoting
his tax-cutting bona fides.


Lindstrom, who will turn 41 this week, was born in Lincoln and grew up in Omaha. His father, Dan,







and two uncles played football at Nebraska.


“I grew up in a football household,” Lindstrom said. “I used to put on my dad’s helmet and football
jersey and run around.”


He played sports, too, and was a standout receiver at Millard West High School, graduating in 1999.
He was offered athletic scholarships elsewhere but had thoughts only of playing at Memorial
Stadium.


“I walked on at Nebraska, back in the good old days,” Lindstrom said. “I’m a little bit of a legacy.”


He made the team, shifting from receiver to quarterback. But injuries hobbled him — two screws
remain in his foot from one such injury, he said.


Lindstrom majored in history at UNL and graduated in 2004. He married his wife, Leigh, three years
later.


Lindstrom stuck close to home, following his father into business at The Lindstrom Group, a financial
services firm. He still works there today.


By 2012, he was a young husband and father when a friend made an offhand comment that he
should run for Congress. He did, one of five challengers to incumbent Rep. Lee Terry in the GOP
primary.


“It was probably the best and worst thing I ever did, because I didn’t know anything,” Lindstrom said.


He finished a distant second but impressed Republican kingmakers. Two years later he ran to
succeed Sen. Scott Lautenbaugh, to represent District 18, in northwest Omaha, in the Legislature. He
won by 10 points in 2014 and eight points in 2018, each time defeating a Democrat in the officially
nonpartisan race.


Since that hard first year, Lindstrom has focused mostly on issues of taxation and finance. He
introduced his Social Security tax reduction seven times before it was finally adopted. This year, his
bill to speed up the timetable to completely exempt Social Security income from state income tax is
still alive with just 16 days left in the 60-day legislative session. 


With his legislative career nearing an end because of term limits, Lindstrom set his sights on the
Governor’s Office to pursue “unfinished business.”


One big piece is solving Nebraska’s seemingly intractable school funding deadlock. He has studied
the ins and outs of public school financing and believes there’s still a path to boosting state aid while
trimming property taxes.


Earlier this month he also unveiled an economic development plan. The centerpiece is a proposal to
cut the top state income tax rate to 4.99% (from the current 6.84%), and eliminate it completely for
single taxpayers with earnings under $50,000, and married couples with earnings under $100,000.


The plan also calls for spending on infrastructure and rural broadband. It does not specify how the
tax cuts and new spending would be paid for.


As governor, Lindstrom would also have to grapple with the state’s grossly overcrowded prison
system. He doesn’t favor proposals to build an additional state prison. He would prefer to spend
money addressing addiction, mental health and workforce issues of the current inmate population
first.


"Obviously violent offenders belong in prison, but I think there are people who we can do a better
job rehabilitating,” Lindstrom said.


First, he must win a Republican primary in which the two front-runners have built up large war
chests, according to campaign finance reports.


Through the end of 2021, Pillen raised $5.3 million (including $1 million of his own money).
Herbster’s $4.9 million campaign was almost entirely self-financed.


Lindstrom is within shouting distance, having raised $1.6 million, thanks mostly to the three co-
founders of Buildertrend, an Omaha software firm that has grown to 900 employees since brothers







Steve and Jeff Dugger and their friend Dan Houghton started it in their basement 16 years ago.


The trio donated $1.2 million last year, including a $1 million contribution from Steve Dugger.


Lindstrom said the contributions are about friendship, not influence-peddling. He said he has known
the Buildertrend co-founders since childhood and counts Steve Dugger as his best friend. 


In an email, Dugger deflected an interview request and did not directly address his hefty
contribution. But he described his longtime friend as “passionate, and a person of good character
that will provide that next generation of leadership for Nebraska.”


Kevin Smith, chair of UNL’s political science department, said he couldn’t recall a larger outside
contribution to a political campaign.


He said buying influence with large campaign contributions is a big concern, but he agreed that the
long friendship between Lindstrom and Dugger puts the donation in “kind of a different category”
that "would mitigate the concerns" for most people.


It is hard to tell how much traction Lindstrom is gaining, due to the lack of public polling.


But the Lindstrom camp sees a closer race than the popular narrative indicates. They believe they
can squeeze out a win by building a positive image of him while Herbster and Pillen fire away at one
another.


Smith thinks there is an outside chance it could work.


“Pillen and Herbster are focused on each other. This third candidate — the lack of that kind of
limelight can still be an advantage,” Smith said.


Much depends on who turns out to vote, Landow said.


“The Republican primary electorate is older and more conservative and more rural. That’s why you
see the kind of ads that are running,” he said. “I think Lindstrom is less appealing to that electorate.”


Even his acceptance that President Joe Biden was duly elected in 2020 could prove controversial
with a large group of Republicans that accepts Trump’s false claims that the election was stolen.
Lindstrom said he has met people with that belief on the campaign trail.


“I don’t discount how people feel,” he said. “My message is that we can’t talk about the past, we
need to talk about the future.”


By Steve Liewer


 


Nebraska Examiner: Dark money ads hit Herbster and Lindstrom in Nebraska governor’s
race
 


OMAHA — The first dark money dropped into Nebraska’s governor’s race Friday, with a pair of TV
ads attacking two of the contest’s top three Republican candidates.


Dark money group Conservative Nebraska funded a TV ad calling Conklin Co. CEO Charles Herbster a
“Missouri millionaire” who does business out of state and pays his property taxes late. 


A similar group, Restore the Good Life, backed a TV ad calling State Sen. Brett Lindstrom of
Omaha “a liberal tax and spender,” citing a vote supporting a gas tax increase to fund roads.


The attack on Herbster mirrored Gov. Pete Ricketts’ criticisms Tuesday to the Nebraska Examiner
after learning that Lt. Gov. Mike Foley was endorsing Herbster.


Ricketts, reached Friday, acknowledged that he was helping fund the group running ads against
Herbster, saying he would be “a horrible governor.” 


“Me and my dad (Joe) gave a combined $600,000 to Conservative Nebraska,” Ricketts said. “I want
Nebraska Republicans to have the facts when they head to the polls.”



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DEIfZxhrDBzo&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C31f058abbb5f435593d208da0b42d077%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637834678898836480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6REpMMEJA6UhXnHAsfKeTmH0Dt3FdiF8Kknyr8vfiNE%3D&reserved=0
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The governor’s father, Joe Ricketts, founded TD Ameritrade. The Ricketts family has spent millions of
dollars, in dark money and in donations given publicly, on Nebraska races and ballot initiatives.


Ricketts backing Pillen


Pete Ricketts backs University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen in the governor’s race. Pillen has not
directly attacked Herbster in campaign ads. Herbster ads have attacked Pillen, however, including a
new ad Friday on immigration. 


Ricketts did not say how much he might spend opposing Herbster, nor did he say why he used the
dark money group instead of funding the ads through the campaign he supports. 


Herbster campaign manager Ellen Keast called the dark money ad attacking Herbster “a total joke.”
She said it criticized Herbster for growing his businesses in several states.


Herbster owns a home in Kansas City, Mo., and Conklin bases most of its business in Missouri and
Minnesota. He is registered to vote in Falls City, Nebraska, where he also has a home. 


“I’d like to thank whoever made the ad for telling Republican voters just what a great business
person he is,” Keast said. 


‘Baseless, anonymous smears’


Lindstrom campaign spokesman Pat Trueman called the ads against Lindstrom “baseless,
anonymous smears.” 


“With nothing to offer but more mudslinging, it’s understandable but disappointing that some of
Brett’s opponents have decided to hide their attacks behind a third party,” Trueman said. 


Trueman said the decision to attack Lindstrom confirms what recent polling has shown, that his
positive message has made him one of three candidates who can win the primary.


“Brett Lindstrom is the only candidate in this race to have ever cut a tax,” Trueman said. “Next week
Brett will be going back to Lincoln to continue his conservative tax slashing record.”


Pillen was not targeted by the dark money ads.


“The Pillens have not contributed to Conservative Nebraska or any other independent expenditure in
the gubernatorial race,” said Matthew Trail, a Pillen campaign spokesman. 


Restore the Good Life murkier


The group attacking Herbster, Conservative Nebraska, involves familiar names in the Nebraska
Republican Party, including former state GOP chair Mark Fahleson, documents show.


The group attacking Lindstrom is less clear. Restore the Good Life was incorporated Jan. 12 by
Lincoln banker Tanner Lockhorn. He did not immediately return calls or texts seeking comment.


Ricketts appointed Lockhorn to the Judicial Nominating Commission for the Lincoln area in January
2021. Lockhorn has been active in GOP causes, including school choice. 


On Jan. 21, roughly a week after Restore the Good Life was incorporated, Lockhorn was in
Washington, D.C., for the annual March for Life. Ricketts stayed home but spoke to about 200
Nebraska students by phone. Lockhorn held a cell phone to the microphone so the crowd could hear
Ricketts’ remarks, GOP sources told the Examiner.


Lockhorn also is Facebook friends with Lt. Gov. Foley, who backs Herbster.


The governor denied spending any money on ads against Lindstrom. 


“I have not donated to that group,” Ricketts said in a statement. “I don’t typically criticize Republican
senators during the session as I always want to give them the chance to do the right thing.”


The campaigns for Herbster, Pillen and former State Sen. Theresa Thibodeau told the Examiner their
candidates weren’t funding the ads. 


The anti-Lindstrom group shares a name with a website run by GOP governor candidate Michael
Connely, who also denied involvement.
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Connely said somebody might be pointing people toward his insurgent campaign. Political groups
trying to hide their backers will sometimes use names that hint at someone else’s involvement.
Connely said that his campaign doesn’t use Twitter and that he doesn’t know who made the account
that tweeted the anti-Lindstrom ad Friday.


“Nope, not making any dark money ads against Lindstrom,” Connely wrote on Friday by email. “I do
not care for organizations that contribute to him, but we do not run mudslinging ads.”


Ad buys made Friday


Conservative Nebraska reserved $187,000 in television ad time in Omaha and Lincoln. It also bought
TV ad time in Scottsbluff and Hastings. Restore the Good Life reserved $150,000 in TV ads in Omaha.


The ad buys showed up Friday within an hour of one another. That left local political consultants
questioning whether the purchases were coordinated or connected. 


Answers won’t be easy to come by, said Paul Landow, a political science professor at the University
of Nebraska at Omaha who has worked on political campaigns.  


“It’s not clearly reported and easy to trace, and that’s a problem,” he said. “Political money needs to
be reported, and people need to know where it came from.”


Studies show dark money ads can be effective, particularly against candidates who can’t afford to
push back, Landow said. They’re “powerful, bare-knuckled and usually work.”


By Aaron Sanderford


 


LJS: 'I have no control' — Report details shortcomings of Nebraska's community
corrections facilities
 


A new report from Nebraska's Inspector General of Corrections details "rampant substance abuse,"
overcrowding and a lack of meaningful mental health care available at the state's community
corrections facilities in Lincoln and Omaha.


The 34-page report, published in late February, was the result of a monthslong investigation
conducted by Inspector General Doug Koebernick and his office after eight inmates walked away
from the facilities in April 2021 alone.


In the first 11 months of 2021, 36 community corrections inmates — all but one of whom were less
than a year from being eligible for parole — escaped the low-level custody facilities that are meant
to help incarcerated men and women transition into life after custody by allowing inmates to
maintain off-site jobs.


After his office investigated trends in walkaway incidents — interviewing staff members and
escapees — Koebernick highlighted the lack of mental health care, "significant shortcomings" in the
use of electronic-monitoring systems to track inmates and disparities in the punishment of men and
women found guilty of escape as contributing factors in walkaways.


But above all, Koebernick and assistant inspector general Zach Pluhacek wrote in the report, inmates
and staff pointed to stress as the root of problems among the incarcerated population at Community
Corrections Center-Lincoln, the larger of the state's two community custody facilities and the focus
of the report.


"When people go to community corrections centers, you would think that they wouldn't have a lot
of stress because they're so much closer to leaving prison," Koebernick told the Journal Star.


"But, in reality, a lot of people — all of these new things are going on in their lives where they're
reconnecting with the family, or they're trying to find a job or they're thinking about where to live.
And so all these things actually add a lot more stress onto them."


Staff and inmates told the inspector general's office that the inherent pressures of transitioning out
of custody are exacerbated by overcrowding and substance abuse — separate issues that are
magnified by understaffing, according to the report.







Designed to house just more than 300 men and 82 women, the Lincoln facility houses nearly 600
inmates, with eight men often sharing rooms designed for four.


Even after a 2016 staffing analysis conducted by the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services
recommended each case manager at the facility have their case load limited to 40 inmates, that
ratio sits at approximately 100-to-1 in the Lincoln facility's four main housing units.


Staff members told the inspectors that the overcrowding makes it difficult for employees to police
behavior, track inmates' whereabouts and identify who is responsible for contraband,  all while
assisting with reentry.


The report notes that "virtually everyone" who spoke to the office acknowledged that drug use
— namely methamphetamine and K2, or synthetic marijuana — is widespread.


“I have no control in this facility,” one staff member told the office. “They know there is no
retribution for going off the rails.”


James Jansen, warden of Community Corrections Center-Lincoln, told the inspector general's office
that administrators take a hard line against those suspected of trafficking contraband into the facility
while also weighing their pending reentry into society.


Those suspected of dealing drugs within the facility — and drug users who repeatedly relapse as
they transition back into the community — are routinely sent to state prisons, Jansen told
Koebernick's office.


But the unbridled access to substances in the facility persists, according to the report.


The inspector general's foremost recommendation to Scott Frakes, the Department of Correctional
Services' director, was to "right-size" the population at the Lincoln facility while seeking work release
opportunities outside of Lincoln and Omaha.


Frakes, though, rejected the recommendation in his response to the report, noting the cost of
operating smaller facilities elsewhere or contracting with county jails to house work release inmates,
as the report had suggested.


The head of Nebraska's prison system since 2015, Frakes noted the state has invested $22 million
into the Lincoln facility in "creating a healthy environment for the people who live and work there."


Among the five specific recommendations Koebernick's office made, Frakes didn't outright accept
any of them, rejecting two and requesting modifications to three.


And in his responses, the director wrote that he doesn't agree that escapes are tied to the size,
location or quality of mental health care offered at either community corrections facility.


"I'm very surprised by what he had to say," Koebernick said, referring to Frakes' response. "Because
the facts just don't back it up."


In a written statement to the Journal Star, Frakes said the department has found the most prevalent
reason inmates walk away from the facilities has to do with the state of a personal relationship — a
reason Koebernick also said came up frequently in his office's review.


"Poor impulse control, substance use, self-sabotage ... and other issues can also result in the
decision to leave," Frakes said. "Sometimes, it is a combination of reasons."


Frakes also rejected the notion that the Lincoln facility is overcrowded. Asked if the department has
plans to reduce the population there, Frakes said the facility has a "statutory operational capacity of
575 people."


"The current count is 588 people," Frakes said, "with a total of 660 beds."


The increase in population at the Lincoln facility in the past six years — two additional housing units
have opened there since 2016 — has come as access to mental health care at the facility has
decreased.


Substance-use counselors are the only designated mental health professionals on staff at the Lincoln
facility, and two of four such positions were vacant when the inspector general's office completed its







report. Additional mental health care services are provided by staff from other facilities.


But staff and inmates who spoke with Koebernick's office described "waiting days or weeks for
responses to their requests for help from mental health staff, if they are seen at all," according to
the report. Services are targeted to individuals with specific “levels of care” defined by the
Department of Correctional Services.


Nebraska previously allowed people incarcerated at the state's community corrections centers to
pay for mental health services from area providers, but that option has been revoked, according to
the report, even though state statute allows it.


Koebernick's office asked Corrections Department administrators about the policy change, "but
received no specific response to the questions asked," according to the report.


In his response to the office's recommendation that the department should provide all community
corrections inmates with appropriate mental health treatment, Frakes wrote that all inmates do
have access to treatment "consistent with the community standard of care" but agreed that a review
of treatment provided is warranted.


In his statement to the Journal Star, Frakes said the internal review is ongoing and being led by the
department's medical director. He said the review will help determine best approaches to ensure
that all mental health needs at the facility are met.


Frakes also committed to a review of community corrections staff policy and the use of electronic
monitoring systems to track inmates based on recommendations by Koebernick's office.


The report found that staff haven't used the tracking devices to their full potential, noting a lack of
random checks allows technical issues and off-course inmate behavior to go unnoticed for "lengthy
periods of time."


In one instance, staff found that an inmate at the Lincoln facility had been making unauthorized
stops outside the facility every day for six months, including one afternoon where he stopped at the
playground of an elementary school for 20 minutes near dismissal time.


"This inmate is serving a 30- to 35-year sentence for first-degree sexual assault of a minor,"
Koebernick's office wrote in the report.


Frakes declined to share details on the department's review of the monitoring devices, citing
security concerns.


The inspector general's investigation also uncovered disparities in punishments for men and women
found guilty of escape after walking away from the corrections facilities.


Of the 36 walkaways Koebernick's office reviewed, 24 inmates were found guilty of escape, including
18 men and six women.


All 18 men lost "good time," a form of sentence reduction that inmates earn by maintaining good
behavior. Most of the men lost six months' worth of good time, the maximum punishment for
escape.


Only one woman — who forfeited 30 days of good time — lost any, according to the report.


But Frakes rejected the inspector general's recommendation to review disciplinary records and
address issues of equity in administrative sanctions. In his response, Frakes said the process allows
for discretion in determining appropriate punishment while ensuring inmates their due process
rights.


The inspector general of the prisons system was created by the Legislature in 2015 to "provide for
increased accountability and oversight" of the state's corrections division.


Koebernick told the Journal Star that he hoped the report wasn't taken as an indictment of staff at
the two community corrections facilities, who he said are doing their best despite being "dealt a
really difficult hand."


"They care a lot about those people out there," he said.
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And Koebernick said he knows his office's reports aren't always well-received by Frakes and his
department. But he's confident in the report, he said.


In his response to Frakes, Koebernick wrote that he is hopeful the department won't minimize the
issues the report uncovered. The inspector general declined to modify his recommendations, as the
director had requested.


"I disagree with him," Koebernick said.


By Andrew Wegley


 


Nebraska Examiner: Environmental, farm groups seek update of 2014 state climate
impact study
 


LINCOLN — It’s been eight years since the state last produced a report on climate change, a report
that predicted adverse effects ahead for the state’s largest industry, agriculture.


Several environmental groups, as well as the state climatologist and one farm group, are now calling
on state legislators to update the 2014 “Understanding and Assessing Climate Change”
study produced by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.


Legislative Bill 1255 seeks $150,000 in federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to update the
climate study, which proponents maintain would better prepare the state for the wilder swings in
weather and precipitation experienced in recent years. 


“Extreme weather events’


“The number of annual extreme weather events facing our nation is increasing, and it’s costing us
billions of dollars every year,” State Sen. Eliot Bostar of Lincoln told the Legislature’s Appropriations
Committee on March 3.


According to the National Centers for Environmental Information, the damages caused by extreme
weather events have more than doubled in recent years, from about $7.4 billion a year to $17.2
billion a year since 2017. 


Martha Shulski, the state climatologist, said that just like tracking drought and spring flooding, the
state needs a “science-based, trusted voice” to look at what’s ahead in terms of changing climate
and how to plan for it.


“At this point, tracking weather trends is not a choice, it’s a must,” said Shulski, who emphasized
that she was testifying as an individual, not on behalf of UNL.


LB 1255 would require a report from UNL’s Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources by
December 2024.


The bill would also allow the hiring of a “science-based” consultant to recommend how the state
should respond to the coming changes. The measure makes no mention of studying whether climate
changes are human-caused or not.


Helps other ARPA projects


Bostar said the bill would also provide necessary climate-impact information for the state to use
ARPA for water projects. 


Several environmental groups testified in favor of the bill, including Audubon Nebraska, the Sierra
Club of Nebraska, the Nature Conservancy and Nebraska Interfaith Power & Light. 


Kristal Stoner of Audubon Nebraska told members of the Legislature’s Appropriations Committee
that this state was falling behind.


Stoner said 34 other states have a climate action plan or are in the process of developing one, citing
the Center for Climate and Energy Solutions.


Cost is ‘cheap’
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Stoner said that “$150,000 is cheap compared to the implications of inaction.” 


John Hansen of Nebraska Farmers Union also spoke in favor of the bill. He said the state’s farmers
and ranchers have a vested interest in preparing “for a changing future that has already arrived.”


No one testified against the bill. The funding is included in the ARPA budget developed by the
Appropriations Committee.


Extreme weather


Just in recent years, there has been:


A drought in 2012 that affected 38% of Nebraska and caused more than $4 billion in damage.
Epic floods in 2019 that caused $3.4 billion in damages across the state.
In 2021, the state recorded the warmest December on record, as well as a rare outbreak of 30
tornadoes across Nebraska and a rare “derecho” that caused $3 billion in damages nationally.


 


By Paul Hammel


 


OWH: Tax plans offer alternatives of property tax credits or cash back to Nebraskans
 


LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers looking to give money back to taxpayers will have two very
different options to consider in the coming week.


One would give more money back to property taxpayers while cutting top individual and corporate
income tax rates. The changes would be phased in over five years.


The other would give $200 cash to every Nebraskan this year while cutting the tax rate on a middle-
income tax bracket starting next year.


Both options have been introduced as amendments to Legislative Bill 939, introduced by State Sen.
Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, the Revenue Committee chairwoman. Lawmakers are slated to debate
the bill again on Tuesday.


As advanced on first round, the bill would reduce the top individual income tax rate by 14.6% over
three years and cut the top corporate rate by 22% over four years. It would not make any property
tax changes or send money to lower- and middle-income Nebraskans.


Linehan worked on the property tax amendment with Sen. Tom Briese of Albion. She said she
backed the property tax change to help win support for LB 939 and overcome a potential filibuster.


“We’re trying to build a package that we can get to 33 (votes),” Linehan said. “We’ve got to keep this
rolling.”


The bill cleared the first of three rounds of debate on a 40-1 vote, but several senators said they
backed it only to keep the bill in play until the state’s fiscal picture became clearer. Since then, the
fiscal picture has brightened, with the state now projected to collect $775 million more than
previously expected for the two years ending June 30, 2023.


Briese said many lawmakers and constituents put a high priority on easing property taxes. The
amendment would further that goal by allowing property owners to claim refundable income tax
credits equal to a portion of what they paid in community college property taxes.


The new credit program would be similar to one created by LB 1107 two years ago. The existing
program offsets a portion of what property owners pay in school property taxes. For this year, the LB
1107 credit program will offer $548 million worth of credits, equal to about one-quarter of school
property taxes.


The proposed community college credit program would start at $50 million this year and ramp up to
$195 million by 2026. At full implementation, the program could offset around three-quarters of
community college property taxes.
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“What we’re putting in place is meaningful and substantial tax relief for all Nebraskans, but it’s done
in a fiscally responsible manner,” Briese said.


The Linehan-Briese amendment would still ratchet down the top corporate and individual income
tax rates to 5.84% but at a slower pace. Under current law, the top corporate rate is 7.5% for this
year and is slated to drop to 7% next year. The top individual rate is 6.84% now.


With the amendment, the bill would reduce state revenues by an estimated $74.5 million for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2023. That’s about $10 million more than under the current version of
the bill.


By 2027, after all of the pieces are fully implemented, it would shrink state revenues by about $660
million a year.


Sen. John Cavanaugh of Omaha introduced the other amendment. It would provide every Nebraskan
with a $200 debit card this year at a cost of about $400 million but take a more conservative
approach to reducing income taxes.


Instead of cutting the top rate, it would take the next lower rate from the current 5.01% down to
4.01% in one year. The change would reduce state revenues by an estimated $97 million.


Cavanaugh said his approach would achieve the goal of returning money to taxpayers, while
ensuring that the state does not overextend itself on tax cuts. He said it also provides more relief to
middle-income Nebraskans than the current version of LB 939.


“When it comes to things like this, we should do it slowly,” he said. “It doesn’t mean we can’t come
back in the future and take another step.”


Cavanaugh’s amendment would benefit single filers making more than $28,086 a year and married
filers making more than $56,182, after accounting for personal exemptions and standard
deductions.


Changing the top tax rate, as proposed in LB 939, would benefit single filers making more than
$40,676 and married filers making more than $81,352.


Cavanaugh and others have objected that LB 939 directs most of the tax cuts to the wealthiest
Nebraskans and leaves out large numbers of lower- and middle-income taxpayers. Linehan has said
that cutting the top tax rate is key to making Nebraska competitive with neighboring states.


By Martha Stoddard


 


LJS: Don Walton: Budget debate spotlights urban-rural divide, race-based challenges
 


The Legislature's ongoing budget debate has focused a bright light on the rural-urban divide that
tends to define politics in Nebraska.  


It also has produced a blunt assessment of race-based challenges and opportunities in our state.


All accompanied by the ongoing difficulty of enacting reform or creating change.


One of the budget bills that's headed to enactment "prioritizes everywhere but Omaha and Lincoln,"
Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha told his colleagues during last week's lengthy budget debates.


"Do all Nebraskans matter?" he asked. "When is my community going to be important enough?"


Black Nebraskans who live in North Omaha have been "begging for help for 40 years," Wayne said.


There is money coming for both North Omaha and South Omaha, where a Latino majority lives, in
the form of federal pandemic recovery funds.


But, Wayne argued, there ought to be a place for North Omaha and South Omaha in the state-
funded budget document itself. 


"That's our moral document," he said. 







* * *


There's some discomfort for a number of senators about this year's unusual opportunity for
increased spending due to an unanticipated increase in state revenue and the flow of federal
pandemic recovery funding into the state. 


"I think we're spending too much," Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson said in raising concern about the
size of the budget bills.


Pending legislation that would reduce future anticipated revenue through proposed state tax
decreases is a concern for some other senators. 


A bill to reduce state income tax rates, with a mushrooming impact on reductions in state revenue
during following years, is parked at second-stage floor consideration awaiting further action on this
year's spending decisions. 


"The North Omaha Recovery Act" that would funnel federal funding into development of affordable
housing and economic recovery is tentatively scheduled for debate on Tuesday.


Wayne and Sen. Terrell McKinney asked for $450 million; the Appropriations Committee proposed
$250 million. The original proposal has been expanded to include South Omaha, with Sen. Tony
Vargas as its advocate.     


Finishing up


* In the wake of his departure from the University of Nebraska at Omaha, political science professor
Jonathan Benjamin-Alvarado spoke an uncomfortable truth, which is increasingly evident in this
year's political discourse: "I just don't think that a lot of people see higher education in Nebraska as a
public good."


Community colleges, with their more immediate impact on workforce development, are the favored
child now. 


* There's an online buzz about Democrats and nonpartisans preparing to change their voter
registration to Republican so they can participate in the hotly contested GOP gubernatorial and 1st
District congressional primary elections on May 10. Current law already allows registered
nonpartisan voters to choose the congressional ballot of either party.


* The savage Putin-ordered assault on Ukraine along with President Biden's subsequent description
of the Russian president as "a war criminal," "a murderous dictator" and "a pure thug" opens a
whole new ballgame. We're not in Kansas anymore.


* OK, I'm in the decades-old March Madness extended family bracket business once again, but this
year I haven't paid as much attention to college basketball as I normally do -- that may have
something to do with the Husker men -- and so I essentially have no clue. Which probably means
that I may have a decent chance of winning now. 


* Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers has told senators to be prepared to meet as late as
midnight on Thursday as he lines up all the budget and spending bills for movement through the
legislative process with the clock ticking. Things are going to go bump in the night.


On the docket for priority consideration in addition to the budget and spending decisions this week
is a final reading vote on a bill to direct the governor to apply for all available federal emergency
rental assistance.  Welcome to the O.K. Corral.


And there will be consideration of a motion to bring a bill to the floor that would prohibit abortion in
Nebraska -- with criminal penalties for physicians -- if the U.S. Supreme Court nullifies Roe v. Wade. 


The abortion bill, which now has 24 sponsors, allows an exception for an abortion that is performed
to preserve the life of the mother. That motion requires 25 votes. Breaking a subsequent filibuster
by opponents would require 33.


* The 2022 session of the Legislature may be remembered as the filibuster session.


By Don Walton







 


LJS: UNL starts its own student-led venture capital fund
 


Plenty of startup companies founded by University of Nebraska-Lincoln students and alums have
grown up into huge successes.


Think Hudl or opendorse or Virtual Incision.


But could they have grown faster or bigger if they had more access to capital early on?


After Emily Kist had an internship with Nelnet and the Nebraska Angels in 2020, she pondered a
similar question. Could the university do something to not only help those early stage companies but
also give students more opportunities on campus to learn about venture capital investing?


After her internship ended, Kist got to work answering that question.


The finance major started talking to university officials, community members and others about
whether they would support the idea, "and I got a lot of yeses," she said.


Kist also happened to meet another UNL student, Adam Folsom, who had the same idea.


At the same time, someone else on campus was working on a similar concept.


Joe Petsick, who co-founded Omaha-based online auction company Proxibid, had been hired a few
years ago as entrepreneur in residence at UNL.


He said a big part of his job was to look at the College of Business through an entrepreneurial lens
and seek ways to get the Center for Entrepreneurship better connected to both the startup and
overall business communities.


One of the areas he immediately identified where he thought the university could make a bigger
impact was in venture capital investing.


"Probably one of the largest complaints you'll hear about our ecosystem is related to a lack of
available capital," said Petsick.


While things have improved over the past few years in terms of money available at the seed capital
stage and later, there is still a gap when it comes to early stage capital.


Petsick said he realized a UNL venture capital fund could solve two problems. It would provide
needed capital for early stage companies that may not access it otherwise, and it would provide
more opportunities for students to learn about how the venture capital process works.


And it also would put UNL on par with the hundreds of other universities that have venture capital
funds or formal programs, including the University of Nebraska at Omaha and most of the schools in
the Big Ten.


As he moved further along in the process, he found out about Kist and Folsom and their similar
efforts.


Petsick said he eventually took the idea to Kathy Farrell, dean of the College of Business, "and she
immediately agreed that it was a good idea and we should try to pursue it."


He said the decision was made to create an "evergreen" fund, which essentially means that any
profits go back into the fund to be used for future investments.


Petsick said he then got in touch with Invest Nebraska, which is a public-private partnership that
invests in early stage companies in the state.


Ben Williamson, principal and general counsel of Invest Nebraska, said it wasn't the first time he'd
fielded a proposal for a student venture fund.


"It would come up every once and awhile and for whatever reason it never got any traction,"
Williamson said. But the idea seemed to have better footing this time, largely because "the startup
ecosystem is in a more mature place."







Williamson said he told the organizers that if they could raise the funds and get the needed buy-in
from the university and the startup community, then Invest Nebraska would be willing to act as sort
of a sponsor, providing oversight and advice to the students on elements such as how to structure
deals.


The Husker Venture Fund officially launched last fall with nearly $1 million in capital raised from
businesses and individuals, many of them alumni of the university. More than two dozen students
were chosen to participate in the inaugural version of the fund.


Its goal is to focus on companies affiliated with UNL, with a priority given to student-founded firms.


Last month the fund it made its first-ever investment, $25,000 to Sentinel Fertigation, a company
started by Jackson Stansell, who's pursuing a doctorate in biological engineering at UNL.


Stansell, whose company uses technology to make nitrogen fertilization more efficient, said he was
impressed by the vetting process he had to go through.


"They asked some of the best questions I've gotten in my entire investment or fundraising process,"
he said.


Williamson said he's been pleasantly surprised by the professional work done by the students. He
was prepared to have to do a lot of hand-holding, but that has not been the case.


"Honestly, Adam and Emily have done all the hard work, and we've just kind of tried to support them
along the way," Williamson said.


Kist, who is one of the managing directors of the fund along with Folsom and Keith Nordling, said the
goal of the fund is to provide four $25,000 investments each academic year, and although it
probably won't reach that goal this year, it is looking to finalize a couple more deals before the end
of the semester.


Kist said that while it would be nice to fund a company that turns out to be as successful as Hudl, the
students and their advisors understand that what they are doing is early stage investing, and they
may have more failures than successes.


"It's just really fun to support founders and help them get to that next stage of growth, and so we
kind of have that mindset when we go into each investment," she said.


By Matt Olberding


 


Kearney Hub: COVID-19 cases and risk dial plummet in the Two Rivers district
 


KEARNEY — With just 21 cases of COVID-19 recorded in the seven counties of the Two Rivers Public
Health Department between March 9-16, the Two Rivers weekly risk dial has dropped to the middle
of the second-lowest “moderate” range.


That’s the lowest the dial has been since last Aug. 4.


The 21 cases are just half as many as the new cases reported in each of the last two weeks, and 95%
fewer than the number confirmed when cases peaked here in late January.


But it’s not time to relax quite yet, Susan Puckett, community health nurse at Two Rivers, said during
Friday’s weekly community conference call.


A new omicron variant is sweeping through Europe and is responsible for 20% of new cases
nationwide in the U.S. The U.S. often follows COVID-19 trends in Europe by a few weeks.


“That 20% is an estimate, since not every positive at-home COVID test is sent on to a lab for variant
testing now, but this variant is as contagious and transmissible as the first omicron variant,” she said.
That’s the variant that sent new cases soaring in January.


Puckett said Nebraska now is averaging just 21.7 cases per day per 100,000 people, but Jeremy
Eschliman, health director for Two Rivers, said more people are testing themselves at home and not
all are reporting the results, so figures for positive tests may not be entirely accurate.







Since the pandemic began on March 20, 2020, the state has had 477,187 cases of COVID-19 and
4,044 deaths. “We’re in good shape,” Puckett said, especially compared to surrounding states,
where cases and deaths are much higher, especially in heavily populated urban areas like St. Louis,
Kansas City and Des Moines.


Two Rivers, which includes Buffalo, Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, Harlan, Kearney and Phelps counties,
has had 200 people die of COVID as of Feb. 17, 2022.


Puckett urged people who are traveling to take a rapid antigen test before leaving home. Some
people with COVID have mild symptoms, or none at all, especially those who become ill despite
being vaccinated.


“Many people have COVID symptoms that are milder than a common cold these days, and this time
of year, some people think they have spring allergies when it’s actually COVID,” she added.


Likewise, people with minor cold sniffles should test themselves, too. “Have a sniffle? Stick a swab
up your nose and find out if you have COVID,” she said.


Vaccinations remain stalled here. As of Wednesday, just 52% of the total Two Rivers population of
97,132 has received two shots of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine or one J&J inoculation. Not quite
half of the region’s population has received a booster shot.


She said people who test positive, and have high-risk conditions, should also talk to a health care
provider about whether they would be a candidate for anti-viral medications that are prescribed for
COVID-19 patients. Puckett said that starting anti-virals within five days of the first symptoms is
advantageous.


“And it’s still a good idea to wear a mask for greater protection and avoid non-essential indoor
activities,” she said.


Puckett also urges people to Google “Test to Treat Initiative,” a new federal program unveiled this
week that is aimed at increasing access to treatments, including anti-viral pills, for people who test
positive for COVID.


In other news, Puckett said flu and flu hospitalizations are rising. Flu vaccinations are recommended
for small children, pregnant women, adults over age 65, residents of nursing homes and long-term
face facilities, and people with chronic health conditions, such as heart disease and lung disease.


Two Rivers also has supplied free in-home COVID test kits to libraries in Franklin, Gibbon, Minden
and Lexington. Up to 7,500 tests also are available at the Two Rivers office at 516 W. 11th St.


By Mary Jane Skala


 


OWH: Parents, teachers hopeful for 'normal' spring as schools roll back COVID
restrictions
 


The appointment book at Tip Top Tux in Omaha is filling up.


That’s one of many positive signs that springtime in Nebraska could be the most normal period
schoolkids have experienced since before the pandemic hit.


With COVID-19 case counts bottoming out now in many schools and communities, school officials in
various districts are rolling back their health restrictions.


They’re making masks optional, ending their daily posting of cases, allowing kids to eat lunches in the
cafeteria instead of in classrooms and turning drinking fountains back on.


They’re allowing school assemblies and field trips, letting parent teacher organizations hold events
with food, moving classroom desks back together and planning for restriction-free sports,
graduations and proms.


Some school boards have rescinded the emergency powers they delegated to superintendents.







“Really the numbers have fallen way off,” Nebraska Commissioner of Education Matt Blomstedt said,
“and there doesn’t seem to be something on the horizon, the immediate horizon, that would change
that.”


Blomstedt, however, added a cautionary “knock on wood.”


If you’ve lost track, the last normal school year was three years ago.


Schools shut their doors in March 2020 for the remainder of that school year. They opened again in
2020-21, but with heavy restrictions.


Last August, school officials were optimistic for a more normal year, but after cases spiked they
reevaluated and imposed restrictions.


Since the January spike, the situation has improved. Some districts recently reported daily cases in
single digits or none at all.


As of last Friday, the majority of Nebraska counties were classified by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention as in the low-concern “green” level — among them Douglas, Sarpy, Cass and
Lancaster.


To determine a county’s level, the CDC looks at the combination of new COVID-19 hospital
admissions per 100,000 population in the past seven days, the percent of staffed inpatient beds
occupied by COVID-19 patients, and total new cases per 100,000 population in the past seven days.


Tehia Wells, store manager of Tip Top Tux at 615 N. 98th St. in Omaha, said that after a couple of
rough years where business took a COVID hit, tux rentals for prom — and for weddings — are on the
rise.


“Whether it’s Millard or Elkhorn or the OPS schools, kids are excited right now to have something
back that they thought they lost,” Wells said.


The store’s been receiving 30 to 40 appointment submissions a day for kids to come in and get tuxes
for prom. Last year, some schools held outdoor proms or street dances instead.


“We’re seeing kids come in and go all-out for things,” she said. “Honestly, they don’t care about cost
even at this point. The parents just want them to have something. They want them to get this back.”


Liberty First Credit Union Arena (formerly known as Ralston Arena) and Baxter Arena are both
planning for restriction-free graduation ceremonies this spring.


Michael Smith, general manager of Baxter Arena, said the venue is slated to host 17 ceremonies.


“For the most part, our planning is back to pre-COVID,” he said.


The arena will still have hand-sanitizing stations, and staff will be disinfecting seats between
ceremonies and at night, he said. But there are no plans to limit the number of guests a graduate
can invite, though some schools may still issue tickets to get in, he said.


“I know our teachers, and some of our counselors and administrators who we work with, are
excited, too, to get back the choir, to get back the orchestra, the band, to get back those things that
were maybe prerecorded at those ceremonies,” he said.


The mask mandate that overshadowed last year’s ceremonies at the venue is gone. Last year, some
schools didn’t hand a diploma to students at graduation.


Smith said arena staff will be ready to pivot if conditions change.


“We are ready for that change if it happens, if we have to move towards those different protocols,
but I’m optimistic, I’m encouraged that we’re going to be more back to pre-COVID when it comes to
May,” he said.


Some districts are still deciding how to handle spring events.


Bridget Blevins, spokeswoman for the Omaha Public Schools, said spring events like prom and
graduation will have to comply with venue COVID policies. Common venues in past years for OPS
have been the Durham Museum, CHI Health Center and Baxter Arena.
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OPS students at Burke High School are allowed to invite guests from other schools for the first time
in two years for its prom on April 9, according to Burke’s newsletter.


Bennington Public Schools officials said the district hasn’t decided what, if any, COVID restrictions
will still be in place for spring events. The Elkhorn Public Schools and Westside Community Schools
both are planning activities like prom and graduation in a pre-pandemic fashion.


School board members in the Papillion La Vista Community Schools are among those that rescinded
an order giving the superintendent power to quickly make changes in health protocols.


The board members also last week eliminated the triggers they set in October to determine when
masking would be mandated at a school. The district had been imposing masks when a building had
7% of students absent or when an elementary classroom had two cases.


“We’re just not seeing the cases that there were,” said Annette Eyman, district spokesperson.


Papillion La Vista officials are changing all the door signs to reflect that buildings are mask optional.
Masks used to be recommended. That’s a subtle change but one that indicates mask wearing is now
wholly up to the individual and their personal health needs.


At the start of the year, not every school in Papillion La Vista could send all kids to the cafeteria and
maintain proper social spacing. As a result, some students have been eating lunch in classrooms. The
district is going to try to get kids back into the cafeterias.


Eyman said there’s a lot of reteaching that has to happen with the kindergartners and first graders.


“We have kids who have never eaten lunch in a cafeteria, so it’s not something that is going to
happen overnight,” she said.


Britny Harrison, whose three children attend Walnut Creek Elementary School in Papillion, said it’s
“wonderful” to see a more normal spring.


Her son has sensory issues and wearing a mask was a challenge.


She’s glad Papillion La Vista is turning fountains on, so kids won’t have to bring bottles for water.


“We went through, like, 10 water bottles this year, and they were not cheap,” she said.


Workers were turning fountains back on in the district last week, while students were on spring
break.


The district’s schools now have the green light to hold all-school assemblies. When PTOs hold
events, they can have food again.


After spring break, the Millard Public Schools will no longer post daily case counts, officials said.


The Gretna Public Schools alerted parents that it won’t be updating its COVID numbers weekly on
the website and that it’s paring down parent notifications.


Officials will be ready to change course, however, if the disease “raises its ugly head again,”
Superintendent Rich Beran said.


The Bennington Public Schools and some other districts have changed how they’ll respond when
cases turn up in an elementary classroom.


Dee Hoge, assistant superintendent, announced at a March 14 school board meeting that
elementary classrooms will no longer require masks if a COVID-19 exposure occurs. She said even
one positive case used to trigger a mask mandate to control a potential outbreak.


Principals will still notify families in the case of an exposure and masks will be recommended.


As of last Monday, Bennington also stopped updating active COVID cases per school on its online
dashboard and instead will only report monthly districtwide numbers. Hoge said this was because of
the statewide and local decrease in cases — so far, the district has reported two cases this month.


The drop in cases has been a welcome change for teachers, who are tapped far less often to cover
for ill and absent colleagues.







“It’s very rare to have a teacher out,” said Sarah Starke, who teaches fourth grade at Bellevue
Elementary School in the Bellevue Public Schools.


Starke said some curtailed events, like book bingo night and the Pancake Man, can come back now.


“We always have a tradition of father-daughter dance at our school,” Starke said. “We can do that
again.”


Desks have been pushed back together after being spread apart for social distancing, she said.


Starke’s husband, Dave, teaches sixth grade at the district’s Bellaire Elementary School.


His sixth graders will resume a tradition.


“As sixth graders, we always visit the middle school where they’re going to next year, and we haven’t
done that for two years,” he said. “So finally, this year, we get to go visit Mission Middle School
where most of them are going next year.”


Tim Royers, president of the Millard Education Association, said a lot of what happens in schools was
taken for granted before the pandemic.


“Getting these pieces all back in place I think is important so they can enjoy as much of the
experience as they can,” Royers said.


He said he detects more optimism in schools. While people are starting to feel a return to normal,
they’re also confident they could handle a resurgence of the virus, if necessary, because “we have
the playbook now,” he said.


“I still have one eye on the dashboard just in case, kinda like I haven’t quite put my snowblower
away, just in case,” he said. “You never know if one last one’s gonna hit us.”


By Lauren Wagner and Joe Dejka


 
OWH: Nebraska Supreme Court rejects challenge to law that lets investors take property
over unpaid taxes
 


The Nebraska Supreme Court rejected an argument challenging the constitutionality of a state law
that allows third parties to acquire properties by paying off the owner’s tax debts.


Friday’s decision in Continental Resources v. Fair brings an end to a years-long fight by a Scottsbluff
man to keep his home of 27 years. Kevin Fair, who argued that Nebraska’s tax lien sale process is
unconstitutional, will lose his house as a result of the decision.


Fair and his wife, Terry, who died in 2019 during the ensuing legal battle, lived in a modest home
valued at just under $60,000, according to court documents. They owned the home outright.


In 2014, the Fairs failed to pay their property taxes to Scotts Bluff County.


When property taxes go unpaid, the county takes out a lien — a legal claim — on the property,
which makes it unable to be sold or refinanced until the debts are paid. These liens are advertised in
a local newspaper and sold to third parties.


Once a third party purchases the lien and pays the homeowner’s debt, they begin paying taxes on
the property. After three years of paying taxes, the third party can then apply for a tax deed. They
also must notify the owner of their intent to obtain a tax deed so that the owner has the opportunity
to pay the debt and keep the property.


The lien on the Fairs’ home was advertised in an area newspaper in February 2015. A company
called Continental Resources purchased the tax lien for $588 and started paying the property taxes
on the Fairs’ home, according to court documents. As a result, the county stopped sending the
couple further tax bills and communications.


During that time, the Fairs never made a payment on their delinquent property taxes, according to
court documents.







In April 2018, three years after Continental began paying taxes on the property, the Fairs were
informed that they had three months to pay $5,268 if they wanted to keep their home. The pair
originally owed only $588 in property taxes, a number that ballooned due to additional unpaid taxes,
legal fees and a 14% annual interest rate.


The Fairs could not afford to pay the bill. In 2019, an attorney for the couple told The World-
Herald that they had tried and failed to obtain a bank loan to pay off the lien and keep the house.
Terry was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis and lost her job, and Fair had taken an early retirement
to become her caretaker.


After receiving no payment by July 2018, Continental applied for and received the tax deed for the
Fairs’ home.


A legal battle ensued. Legal Aid of Nebraska, a nonprofit providing civil legal help to low-income
Nebraskans, provided legal representation to the Fairs, who alleged the entire process had violated
their constitutional rights.


A district court judge ruled in favor of Continental, and the Fairs appealed. Because they challenged
the constitutionality of the state’s laws that allow for tax lien sales, the Nebraska Supreme Court
added the case to its docket.


In September 2021, the court heard oral arguments in the case. Attorneys for Fair and his late wife
argued that the tax certificate sale violated multiple rights guaranteed under both the U.S.
Constitution and the Nebraska Constitution, including the right to due process and protection from
excessive fines.


In part, Fair argued that his right to due process was violated because he was not made aware that
the tax certificate was sold in 2015, and because the three-month notice to reclaim the home was
insufficient.


The court disagreed with both of these arguments, writing that Fair “overstates the significance that
the sale of the tax certificate has” and that he was given ample time to reclaim the property.


In the ruling issued Friday, the Supreme Court affirmed the lower court decision to award the tax
deed to Continental. According to Legal Aid, Fair’s attorneys are reviewing the decision and
determining next steps, including potentially seeking review by the U.S. Supreme Court.


By Molly Ashford


 


LJS: Tornado season could come earlier this year, forecaster says
 


Tornado season could start earlier than normal in the U.S. this year, according to a severe weather
outlook from AccuWeather.


The weather forecasting company predicts there could be anywhere from 120-170 tornadoes in
March and 200-275 in April. Those are well above the long-term averages of 80 and 155.


Paul Pastelok, AccuWeather senior meteorologist, said tornado activity in recent years has been
pushing farther east from the traditional "Tornado Alley," which encompasses a swath of the
southern Plains to the northern Plains that includes central Texas, much of Oklahoma, Kansas,
Nebraska and South Dakota, and small parts of Colorado, New Mexico and Iowa, and he expects that
trend to continue.


AccuWeather predicts the highest risk of severe weather from March to May will stretch from
eastern parts of South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma all the way into the northeast.
Omaha is on the western end of the area with the highest risk, while Lincoln is just outside of it, in an
area of more moderate risk.


There was already a tornado outbreak in Iowa the first weekend of March that destroyed dozens of
homes and left seven people dead.


Pastelok said at this point it appears unlikely the Lincoln area will see significant severe weather in
March.
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"March right now is not likely very active for Lincoln," he said.


But Pastelok said he thinks there's going to be "a lot more activity" in April.


That would be a big change from last year, when there were no tornadoes in the entire state in April,
after only one in March.


While Pastelok predicts fewer tornadoes in May compared with the average, he said those storms
may be more concentrated in the Midwest.


Over the past 30 years, Nebraska has seen the bulk of its tornadoes in May and June, averaging
about 30 total in those two months, more than in the other 10 months combined.


One thing that could work to hinder severe weather is the drought that's gripping much of the
western half of the U.S., including Nebraska, because dry conditions tend to hinder the development
of storms.


Al Dutcher, Nebraska’s associate state climatologist, said he thinks odds favor a stormy spring across
the region, something that has been lacking the past two years.


He said he'll be watching the next month and a half to see if stormy weather continues in the
southern U.S. If it does, he believes Nebraska will have a better shot at a wetter spring.


The drought itself is a severe weather condition that bears watching this spring. As of Thursday,
nearly all of Nebraska was in drought conditions, with nearly half the state, including southern
Lancaster County, in severe drought or worse.


Though the rain and snow that fell Thursday night into Friday brought needed moisture, including
0.68 inches officially in Lincoln, much more is needed to improve the dry conditions.


That's not looking likely, however. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in its
spring forecast released Thursday, predicts drought conditions will stay the same or worsen across
the western half of the U.S., including in virtually all of Nebraska.


The drought conditions and warmer-than-normal conditions will increase the risk of wildfires across
much of the West and the Central Plains, including Nebraska.


"This year, in addition to severe thunderstorms and tornadoes, we need to prepare for hazards that
could occur because of drought conditions affecting the state," said Erv Portis, assistant director of
the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency.


Portis called the threat of wildfires a "top concern" this spring.


By Matt Olberding


 


LJS: Florida man must sell Nebraska property after history of hunting violations
 


The game warden got the tip in the fall of 2020.


A guide was baiting game on a piece of property he leased near Bridgeport, along the North Platte
River.


Josh Widhelm staked out the area when deer season started that November, and watched a handful
of hunters walk out of the woods, one of them dragging a deer.


“That’s when the ball started rolling,” the Nebraska Game and Parks conservation officer said last
week.


That first encounter would eventually lead to 15 citations and 13 suspects. Ten deer seized — three
of them trophy bucks. A hidden trail cam used to catch a hunter. Thousands of dollars in court-
ordered damages.


And the Florida ringleader’s unprecedented plea deal last month to stay out of the Morrill County
Jail: Yes, he would sell his house and land near Bridgeport; and no, he wouldn’t buy, rent or lease







any other property in the county for five years.


All of that would play out over 14 months. But at the moment, Widhelm needed to follow up on the
tip, and search for signs of illegal game-baiting.


It wasn’t hard.


“In this case, the hunters were just throwing corn all over the forest and hunting over those piles of
corn,” he said. “You could tell they just casted it out. There were corn kernels all over this river
bottom forest, where corn had no business being.”


Widhelm and five other Game and Parks conservation officers returned the next day, to get a better
look in the daylight.


They found a pair of tubs full of corn kernels, whitetail hair and a blood puddle near one of them, a
tree stand 106 yards away — and a .308 shell casing beneath it.


It’s not illegal to feed deer, Widhelm said. But it is illegal to hunt while within 200 yards of a feeding
site, or for a deer to be shot while within 200 yards of a feeding site.


Widhelm would learn the man who leased the land during deer season, 60-year-old Daryll W. Futch
of Palatka, Florida, served as a guide for other Floridians.


He’d buy their hunting permits, set them up in shooting stands, process their deer, take the heads to
a taxidermist and transport their meat back to Florida, Widhelm said.


“But he never admitted to guiding people. He kept on insisting he was friends with the hunters.”


The game warden’s interviews with the Florida hunters contradicted that. They told him they’d paid
Futch up to $7,000 apiece to join him in the Nebraska Panhandle, 1,800 miles away, to shoot a deer.


“And a lot of those guys didn’t really care for him.”


He also learned Futch had pleaded guilty to hunting in a baited area in 2015, three miles east of
Bayard. “It’s not like he didn’t know what he was doing; he knew exactly what he was doing.”


Widhelm issued 10 citations in the fall 2020 hunting season — mostly for hunting over bait —
related to that case and seized five deer. In a deal with the prosecutor, Futch pleaded no contest to
violating deer regulations, agreeing to pay $2,000 in damages. He also agreed not to hunt, or be in
the presence of other hunters, for two years, starting in June 2021. Any violation of that would be
considered contempt of court.


The game warden assumed the case was closed. Until the 2021 deer season, when it wasn’t.


“Bridgeport is a small town. Word got out about him from last year and, pretty much, some local
hunters and other locals called me up and said, ‘Hey, that Florida guy is back in town.’ I figured I
should look into it.”


Widhelm started digging, and watching. He learned Futch owned a house and land a few miles north
of Bridgeport along U.S. 385. The week before hunting season, Futch was driving hunters around the
area, looking at deer.


But that, itself, wasn’t a crime.


Two days before the season started, Widhelm and another officer planted a trail cam in the ditch
across the road from Futch’s property, its lens pointed down his driveway.


The next day, a landowner told Widhelm that Futch had paid $5,000 to lease that person’s land
during rifle season, and had hauled a bait-filled feeder, two tree stands and trail cameras onto the
property, Widhelm wrote in a search warrant affidavit.


Through their own surveillance camera, the officers watched Futch and others unload deer carcasses
and heads at Futch’s house and, on the last day of deer season, a tree stand and feeder.


“We started watching him process deer for hunters and making sure they were getting to their
stands,” Widhelm said. “He was engaged in the guiding aspect of it, and that was enough for us to
piece together he was violating his court order.”







When they searched Futch’s property, they found five dead whitetail bucks, seven deer calls, five
feeders, seven hunting blinds, four tree stands, a bloody saw, deer-skinning pliers, a freezer
containing only deer meat and nearly 20 firearms, most of them rifles and shotguns.


In the back of a pickup, they also found marijuana, edibles and pipes. Three Florida men — none of
them Futch — pleaded guilty to possession earlier this year.


But unlike the 2020 hunting season, Widhelm had no evidence the Florida hunters had broken any
game laws in 2021.


Futch, however, was in trouble — and not just because he was found in possession of other hunters’
deer without custody tags, a game violation, Widhelm said.


He was also violating the terms of his June 2021 plea agreement, which prohibited him from
engaging in hunting practices, or being around others engaging in hunting practices, for two years.


That court case had dragged on for months. Futch had originally pleaded not guilty in late 2020,
asked for a jury trial and filed two motions to postpone hearings. Nearly seven months passed from
the time Widhelm wrote the citations to the day Futch took the plea agreement.


But he moved faster after getting caught last hunting season. Futch was charged with contempt of
court Jan. 13, and signed the second plea agreement Feb. 2.


Under the new terms, he agreed to sell his Bridgeport-area house and land — a two-bedroom home
on 2 1/2 acres — not rent or buy any other Morrill County property for five years, and abstain from
any hunting, fishing or guiding activity in Nebraska for five years, being around others who were,
buying hunting-related equipment “or any other activity that could be associated with hunting.”


He faces a year in jail, starting Feb. 2, 2027, if he violates those terms.


Through a lawyer in Florida, Futch said last week he had plenty to say about his case, but felt that he
shouldn’t, or couldn’t, yet.


Morrill County Attorney Travis Rodak called the conditions of the plea agreement he negotiated with
Futch and his attorney “outside of the box.”


The prosecutor had never required anyone to sell their property before.


But he saw it as a solution to a problem, he said. The penalties for the game violations Futch — who
apparently has no ties to Morrill County beyond its deer-hunting — was facing were relatively minor.


“I felt that him dispossessing of his hunting property would help the situation. He’s not a resident of
Nebraska, he’s a resident of Florida.”


By Peter Salter


 


Stateline.org: States Use Road Sensors to Combat Treacherous ‘Tire Carcasses’
 


A growing number of states are hoping to use sensors embedded in the pavement to fight climate
change, keep traffic flowing and save lives.


Michigan and Indiana are testing systems that would charge electric vehicles while they’re being
driven. Some state transportation departments want to use road-based sensors to alert drivers of
upcoming detours and closures or to detect crashes and automatically notify emergency responders.


One increasingly popular use for pavement sensor technology takes aim at a significant threat to
driver safety: unsafe truck tires, which can suffer blowouts at high speeds that result in serious
injuries or deaths.


When a truck crosses the border from Minnesota into South Dakota on Interstate 90, for example,
inspectors at the weigh station in South Dakota already know from sensors embedded in the
pavement whether the truck has flat, underinflated or mismatched tires that could make it a danger
on the road.
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“This technology gives you a footprint of every tire,” said Dave Huft, a program manager at the
South Dakota Department of Transportation. “If tires are flat or really low, the truck won’t be
allowed to continue down the road unless the driver gets them repaired or replaced.”


More than 5,000 people died in large truck crashes in 2019, and nearly 160,000 people were injured,
according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Nearly three-quarters were
occupants of other vehicles.


Nearly 360 people died in crashes from 2015 through 2019 involving large trucks that had a tire
blowout or flat or a tire-related defect, the federal transportation safety agency’s data shows.


In September, a semitruck’s tire blew out on Interstate 10 near San Antonio, Texas, causing the
driver to lose control and the truck to crash through a guardrail, slide down an embankment and
catch fire. The driver was critically injured, and his 40-year-old passenger died at the scene.


Highway safety experts say that if a truck tire is underinflated, it can build up heat and disassemble,
leaving pieces of the tread—dubbed road gators or tire carcasses—strewn along the highway. That
debris can be hazardous to other vehicles.


Federal rules require commercial drivers to inspect their vehicle, including the tires, to ensure it is in
safe operating condition before they drive it, and document that inspection at the end of that day.


But that doesn’t mean every truck driver does it or can spot a problem. And sometimes, drivers can
have a blowout and not even realize it.


Robert Braswell, executive director of the American Trucking Association’s Technology and
Maintenance Council, said carriers need to be proactive. Some, for example, install technology on
trucks that continuously monitors and adjusts tire pressure while on the road.


But it’s also a good idea for states to use road sensors near weigh stations, he added. “It can prevent
a lot of problems.”


Some states, including South Dakota, also are placing an infrared camera at the weigh station off-
ramp. It takes a heat picture of a truck’s brakes and wheels to make sure they’re neither too hot nor
too cold. If they are, inspectors will examine them.


Donna Bergan, a spokesperson for International Road Dynamics, Inc., a Canadian-based company
that makes the tire sensor system installed in South Dakota, said that about half of states now either
use or by the year’s end will be using that system.


State officials say they’re seeing results.


In Virginia, about 25,000 unsafe truck tires have been removed since June 2020, when the state
started using the system at a weigh station on I-81 near Winchester, said Jessica Cowardin, a
spokesperson for the state Department of Motor Vehicles.


This year, the department, which paid $82,000 for the first sensor system, plans to install another
one at another weigh station on I-81 and one on I-85.


“It’s a small price for safety,” Cowardin said.


In Nebraska, where the transportation department owns the weigh stations but state police operate
them, troopers are identifying more than 100 flat truck tires a month at the two sites on Interstate
80 that use road sensors, said Nebraska State Patrol Lt. Mike Maytum. Previously, they were
identifying fewer than five a month.


“Before this, our identification of flat tires relied on officers visually being able to see during a
cursory check that there was a low tire,” Maytum said. “That’s an imperfect science.”


Maytum said the road sensor screening is done at highway speed about a mile from the weigh
station, allowing the majority of drivers to continue on with their freight “at a time when America
really needs that to happen.”


But if the sensors spot a problem, drivers must exit, and officers at the weigh station, who also do
enforcement checks that include vehicle registration and driver licensing, examine the tires.
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South Dakota also uses the road sensors to detect tire anomalies at highway speed before a truck
reaches the weigh station. 


Huft said his state started using the road sensor and thermal brake inspection systems at the I-90
weigh station in June 2020. Since then, it has installed both near weigh stations on Interstate 29 at
the Iowa and North Dakota borders. Like other states, including Nebraska, it plans to put more of the
sensors at other locations.


Nebraska’s Maytum said the systems not only can make highways safer and reduce the amount of
work for transportation staffers who pick up highway debris but also can help the trucking industry.


“We’re in the world of supply chain problems,” he said. “As much as we can, we want to get those
trucks moving so they can get where they want to go.”


By Jenni Bergal


 


OWH Editorial: A new Omaha central library will move the city forward
 


Omaha library fans may well see today’s 45th anniversary of the dedication of the downtown W.
Dale Clark Library as a sad milestone, given that the building has a date with the wrecking ball.


The city plans to demolish the city’s main library by December and move its public services to a
building at 1401 Jones St. A new Mutual of Omaha headquarters will rise on the current library
block, just west of the Gene Leahy Mall between Douglas and Farnam Streets.


For those who value libraries, the practical and symbolic aspects of this change can seem jarring —
as though city leaders are treating the library system as an inconvenient impediment to growth.


But the health and importance of Omaha’s libraries isn’t limited to a particular set of concrete and
brick structures that exist at any given time. After all, the W. Dale Clark building replaced a previous
version of the city’s main library that had opened in 1877. Change happens.


What matters is whether Omaha will be committed to a robust set of public library services that
educate, serve and enhance the community.


What also matters is whether Omaha’s leaders are listening to what people want from their libraries.


So it’s encouraging that Omaha officials and nonprofit leaders are seeking public input on the design
of a new central public library.


City officials announced plans in January to begin the process of planning a new central library at
72nd and Dodge Streets that would incorporate the services of one of the country’s first technology
libraries, Do Space. It’s expected that the potential $100 million project will be located at the current
Do Space site.


Now an open house-style public event is planned for April 7 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the
gymnasium at the Omaha Public Library’s A.V. Sorensen branch, 4808 Cass St., according to a press
release from the organizers.


The event is part of the group’s effort to gather input from a wide range of people, including library
patrons and the community at large. More than 300 community partners also are being invited to
complete a survey on the proposed library, accessible at omahacentrallibrary.org.


The fundraising organization Heritage Omaha, previously called Heritage Services, has raised money
to continue exploration of the exciting project.


Omaha leaders — including people closely involved with the library — have long been looking at
doing something like this. Library officials have been talking for more than a decade about the
limitations of the current main library building, and about the value of moving the central library to a
place that’s, well, more central. The 72nd and Dodge area is much closer to the geographic and
population center of Omaha.


For some, the plan for a new library is a reminder of other, controversial changes: The W. Dale
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Clark’s fate. The new Mutual of Omaha tower that’s expected to replace it, using the sometimes-
questioned funding method called the tax-increment financing. The streetcar plan that also would
use TIF financing and is linked to the Mutual project. Concerns about the adequacy of the new,
smaller downtown branch in a renovated building.


Technically, those things aren’t directly connected to the new library proposal. Let’s face it: The W.
Dale Clark’s 45-year run as Omaha’s main branch is ending, no matter what happens at 72nd and
Dodge.


But to the extent that a new state-of-the-art central library is effectively replacing the W. Dale Clark
building, that’s not a bad trade.


On the day that W. Dale Clark opened, then-Gov. J.J. Exon described its purpose as “to satisfy the
appetite of people hungry for knowledge.”


That hunger exists today, too. And if that appetite for knowledge can be met by a new world-class
library with the latest technology at a location that is more convenient for more residents to use, so
much the better.


If it’s done right, it can usher in a brighter future for Omaha’s libraries, and for the city itself.


 


OWH George Mills: In life, we will find ourselves asking 'What are the chances?'
 


As a result of being an elected official, college athlete, high school teacher, real estate salesman and
coach, I have a large circle of friends. When my kids were little, everywhere we’d go I’d run into
somebody I knew. For them it must have seemed like I knew everybody.


After saying hello to whomever, I’d routinely say to my kids, “What are the chances that I’d run into
him here?” Then I’d tell them the story of how I knew the person. When they were older, after years
of me running into old friends, they’d anticipate me saying “what are the chances?” and say it for me
in an exaggerated tone. They still do it today. It has become a family joke.


Recently, I was watching the Super Bowl, and the starting quarterback for Cincinnati was Heisman
Trophy winner Joe Burrow, the son of my former Nebraska teammate Jimmy Burrow. Now, imagine
being a sports nut and experiencing the excitement of sitting there watching the Super Bowl
knowing I have a connection to one of the stars.


I started reminiscing about the first time I met Jimmy. He was from Amory, Mississippi, and — I don’t
why — but I was surprised that he had a southern accent. Since we both played defense, we got to
know each other and became friends. We informally hung around the same group of players. He was
an unassuming, nice guy.


Jimmy didn’t waste time establishing himself as a leader. He was a tough-nosed cornerback who’d
make textbook tackles by smashing his face into the ball carriers’ numbers while taking them to the
ground. The coaches loved it. He quickly earned the respect of the other players.


My most vivid memory of him was playing in the 1974 Sugar Bowl. We were down 10 points to the
Florida Gators. It was the third quarter, and they were driving. We stopped them from scoring on the
third down from the 1-yard line. They decided to go for it on fourth down. They ran a pitch play to
Jimmy’s side. He came up and beat the blocker and made the tackle for no gain. We went crazy
running off the field. His play was inspirational and led to our comeback. We ended up beating the
Gators 13 to 10.


After graduating, he played pro ball in Canada and then went on to be the defensive coordinator
under Frank Solich at Ohio University. I can just imagine Jimmy in the backyard teaching young Joe
how to throw a football and, when he was older, read defenses. They showed a picture of Jimmy in
the stands, and it made me proud that I was once his teammate. Like I said, he was a great guy and
talented player.


While watching the Super Bowl, a TV commercial pops about Jim Pillen, another former teammate
who is a Nebraska candidate for governor. He was an all-conference defensive back two years
behind me. In a 1978 nationally televised game against Oklahoma, he recovered Heisman Trophy







winner Billy Sims’ fumble on the 3-yard line. We hadn’t beaten Oklahoma since the 1971 Game of
the Century so I, along with the entire Husker Nation, was on the edge of our seat as they moved
down the field with what looked like another game winning episode of Sooner Magic.


I was watching the game and jumped out of my seat and yelled as Jeff Hansen put a wicked hit on
Sims. The ball popped up and Jim came out of the pile holding the ball. We held on to our led and
beat them 20-17.


Seeing Joe Burrow playing in the Super Bowl was a “what are the chances?” moment. Then seeing
Jim Pillen’s campaign commercial and game memory was over the top.


Think of it: 45 years after graduating from Nebraska, I see two former teammates on TV. One
because he’s the dad of a Super Bowl QB and one because he’s a successful businessman running for
governor. I sent an email to my sons, explaining the situation. I typed all in caps; “WHAT ARE THE
CHANCES?”


George Mills is a former Douglas County Board member and Husker defensive lineman from the early
1970s who has a master’s degree in urban studies.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: The free world must continue to strengthen and sustain Ukraine
 
Every time I watch a television news story these days and look at the map depicting Ukraine, I see
myself.


Twelve years ago, I lived in that football-shaped breadbasket of Europe. I traveled north, south, east
and west where we had an apartment built during the years following the World War I when the
Czechs ruled the lands on the western slopes of the Carpathian mountains.


The Communists under Lenin were in the midst of consolidating their control after the Revolution of
1917 and for a short period of time, only about a year, the Ukrainians asserted their independence
as a nation of their own.


My wife and I lived in today’s Ukraine for six months from early summer until the end of December
2009. We were there because I had received a Fulbright Teaching Fellowship as an adjunct professor
at the University of Nebraska at Omaha in the political science department. My purpose in Ukraine
was to teach American government at Uzzherod National University, one of the old USSR’s
universities established in the late 1940s.


When I first told Bev that I was going to receive a Fulbright and we would live in Ukraine she said,
“Dick, can’t you change that so we can go to Italy or Spain or almost anyplace but Ukraine.” She
paused. Then she said, “Don’t worry. I’ll come and visit you.”


By the time we were ready to leave, she was as excited as I was about Ukraine.


We flew to Budapest, spent a few delightful days in Hungary, and took an overnight train northwest
and across the border to Ukraine and the university town of Uzzherod. I taught, we traveled, and at
the end of my tour, the university awarded me an honorary doctorate degree, the first they had ever
given to an American.


But there was far more to those six months, for each of our immigrant families originated in Ukraine.
Bev’s maternal grandmother came from Zhytomyr, a large city southwest of Kyiv, and we spent a
couple of days there and walked through the old cemetery where her relatives were buried.


The Fellman family came from the village, in Yiddish called a “shtetl,” of Lechovitz. The Soviets
changed its name to Bilehoria to sound less Polish or German. Bilehoria is located in the middle of
western Ukraine, about 150 miles southeast of L’viv. I was there twice and visited the still standing
building where my great-grandmother ran a small inn.


Spending time touring throughout Ukraine … we were in Chernobyl, the site of the nuclear disaster;
and had a wonderful long weekend in L’viv. We spent nearly a week in Kyiv, including a visit to Babi
Yar, the deep ravine on the outskirts of the magnificent city and capitol of Ukraine where, during two
days, the Nazis murdered over 30,000 Jews. We attended Shabbat services run by Lubavitch rabbis
and those run by Reform rabbis. We attended High Holiday services in a small synagogue hidden







from both the Nazis and the Communists in the middle of a block, reached only through a hidden
rock-filled trail with no marks showing its entrance or what it was. We saw the home and monument
to the writer, Sholem Aleichem, and the grave of the great Chasidic Rebbe, Levi Yitzchak of
Berdychiv.


The city of Kyiv reminded me of San Francisco, steep hills, well-tended parks everywhere, with the
added excitement of a national capitol with impressive government buildings, major churches and
bureaucrats all well-dressed with big black sedans everywhere.


That has all changed these last few weeks. Day by day, Russia is attempting its age-old practices, and
Ukraine is its victim. But this time, Ukraine is not turning and running even though it would appear to
be totally overwhelmed by Soviet power — now nuclear — even though the former Soviet Union lies
on the ashes of history.


The mentality of Russia hasn’t changed.


In the 1890s, my grandfather, Gershon Fellman (it became Harry Fellman when he came to
America), the 10th child in a family of 11, was conscripted into the Russian Army for a term of 20
years.


The Russians were terrorizing the Jewish villages with soldiers on horseback burning the small wood
and mud homes and randomly killing all they could find. Called “pogroms,” together with the draft,
confiscatory taxes and prohibitions against education, hundreds of thousands of Jews left for
America.


Gershon served in the Army, won a medal for outstanding marksmanship with a 30-day furlough,
came home to Lechovitz, backed a bag with three bottles of vodka, and told his mother goodbye. He
would never see her again. He went to the border, bribed the guards with the vodka, crossed into
Poland, threw his Russian uniform away and wore civilian clothes, and came to America.


He ended up in Omaha where an older sister had already moved. Within a few years, a younger
brother and two nephews, all four about the same age, were settled in Nebraska where they worked
first as peddlers. They ultimately opened small businesses and within a generation, became doctors,
lawyers, college professors and often well-to-do entrepreneurs.


The President of Ukraine comes from that same stock. It makes me proud. It should make every Jew
proud since nearly every American Jew has an ancestor or two who originated in Ukraine.


Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s origin is no different than mine. A few nights ago in one of his speeches, he
explained that his grandfather was one of four brothers, the only one who survived the Nazi
Holocaust. He was raised in a Jewish family. He became famous as a comic and an actor, but he is
also a law school graduate. He is still a young man, only 44 years old. And he is an icon to the world,
already a man of history. I pray he lives, but regardless of what might take place in his life, he has
already given the citizens of Ukraine more hope for their future than they have ever had.


When I taught in Ukraine, the “politology” (that’s what they call political science) department office
had posters on its walls advertising the European Union, NATO and the United Nations. The only
major obstacle to Ukraine being admitted to any of those organizations is the impossible level of
corruption which exists throughout the nation, including the legal system itself. Once that is
corrected, Ukraine will be able to set its sights on the west with success.


Like Zelenskyy, Vladimir Putin graduated from law school, but he grew up and matured in the old
East Germany. He shares their disjointed world view. From school he entered the KGB, the Soviet
Secret Service. Everyone fears the KGB. I had experiences with the KGB. Their agents came to the
first couple of classes I taught. The KGB men were much older than the typical college student. They
said nothing to me, but I was told by the chairman of the department that they were in my class
“just to watch the American and listen to what he said.” They stopped coming after a couple of
classes. But the KGB watched our apartment and bugged our phone, intercepted our mail and made
us fully aware of their power. I can picture them even now … tall, strong and even handsome young
men with black leather jackets and a side arm hidden beneath their clothing.


Zelenskyy speaks English. He clearly states his thoughts and his goals. He is open. Hopefully, he is
closely guarded and not in personal danger. He has already inspired his nation and the world.







Putin, on the other hand, has already entered the fraternity of tyrants. He will never escape. He will,
in time, drive Russia to ruin, but I fear he has already set the course of history with the
commencement of the Second Cold War. I think this “hot” war and what might become the second
Cold War will end, whenever that might be, and it will result in in the economic ruin of Russia just as
the first Cold War ended in the economic collapse of the Soviet Union.


A few years ago, the citizens of Ukraine staged the Orange Revolution. The leader of the puppet
government subservient to Russia was deposed. The next leader ended up in jail, and so it went.
Then came the aggression of Russia in the Crimea and the eastern territories of Ukraine. Then came
today.


Ukraine has historically been a rich nation of Europe since it has the largest and most fertile single
body of land on the entire continent. Throughout history, its relationship with Mother Russia was
tension-filled. For many years, Kyiv was the capitol of all of Russia. During the 1930s, the USSR
literally starved the farmers of Ukraine — called the “holodomor” — which was a national famine.
And today there is war.


Russia will not be able to withstand the pressures of sanctions and economic mobilization by nearly
every nation of the world. Even with the nearly total lack of internal freedom, I believe the time will
come when the average Russian citizen discovers, as they did during the first Cold War, that the west
is not out to conquer and subjugate Russia.


I was told many times while visiting with Russian friends during my time in Ukraine, that America and
the west wanted to conquer and destroy the USSR. They trained their military using that description.
Putin is again reverting to that type of propaganda. He has added the charge that we are filled with
Nazis. That pitch failed once and will again. The united free world must again stand together, as we
did against the Nazis, for at heart Putin is a Nazi. To accuse Zelenskyy, who is Jewish, of being “a
Nazi” is misreading history as only a true Nazi might.


We in America, with all of the free world, must continue and strengthen what we do to sustain —
and ultimately bring victory to — Ukraine.


By Richard Fellman


 


LJS Editorial, 3/20: Pre-pandemic normal isn't coming back
 


With the precipitous drop in COVID-19 cases, the disappearances of masks and the end of mandates
in Lincoln and across the country, it appears that we are getting back to “normal.”


But there really is no such thing. Returning to exactly how things were in March 2020 is impossible.


We're now looking at pandemic repercussions like inflation and changes in workplace culture whose
impacts and ramifications are only now being felt.


With a post-pandemic economic surge and supply chain issues combining to drive up prices for,
most notably, groceries and used cars, the country is experiencing the highest rate of inflation in
decades.


Look for a series of interest rate hikes from the Federal Reserve Board over the next few months as
it tries to cool off the economy and cut the rate of inflation without slowing things too much — a
balance that will very likely be hard to achieve.


At workplaces large and small, post-pandemic changes are seeing many employees working part-
time at home, part-time at the office or even abandoning the office entirely as they did two years
ago when the pandemic started.


That change is creating “phantom space” in office buildings everywhere, with companies leasing or
owning much more space that they will utilize going forward — which will, when leases expire, have
a dampening effect on the real estate market.


A similar effect is already being felt by restaurants in downtown areas where fewer workers in the
office equates to fewer customers and less revenue as they try to recover from a two-year business







upheaval.


Business travel is also likely to become a post-pandemic victim as well. Put simply, Zoom proved to
be an efficient and effective way to conduct meetings with people from around the world,
eliminating much of the need for costly, time-consuming business trips.


And, just as the pandemic appears to be coming to a close, Russia invaded Ukraine, triggering
skyrocketing gas prices around the globe.


In the United States, those prices have increased far out of proportion to the amount of Russian oil
that is imported here, making for billions of dollars in profit for oil companies and misplaced blame
on President Joe Biden, who has no immediate power to control oil and gas prices.


The Russian invasion, however, has had a single positive here, uniting the vast majority of the
country — save for a few television talking-head Putin apologists and their followers —  in support of
Ukraine and democracy, and, hopefully, ending the threat of rising authoritarianism here and around
the world.


The war in Ukraine isn’t likely to end soon and its political and economic ramifications will be felt for
months to come. So will the post-pandemic economic and cultural turmoil. Welcome to the new
normal. We’re never going back to the way we were.


 


LJS: Clements' bill ignores numbers
 


How did Sen. Rob Clements get to be an executive vice president of a bank when he can't properly
interpret statistics? The numbers show that the independent Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department had better success in saving lives through their mandates than other counties. This is
even when we had a bunch of fake news followers coming into Lancaster County to use our health
facilities after they contracted COVID-19. Without our mask mandates, many of Clements’ new
constituents might not have been able to receive timely treatment.


Does he stand with Jack Riggins, who compared mask mandates with Nazi Germany and forced
genital mutilation? It appears LB859 is a blatantly political bill that is unnecessary and meant to curry
favor with the governor, anti-vaxxers and anti-maskers. Is Clements’ political life more important
than the lives of his fellow Nebraskans?


What happened to his belief in local control of government?


We know Clements was appointed to his position by Gov. Pete Ricketts, but he needs to step back,
look at the numbers, think for himself, get a backbone and remember that numbers don't lie unless
they are manipulated by people with bad intentions.


Gary Zellweger, Lincoln


 


OWH: Day 2 of Fortenberry trial sheds light on congressman's relationship with Nigerian
billionaire
 


LOS ANGELES — One measure of how long the investigation into Rep. Jeff Fortenberry has lasted:
When the investigation was ramping up, people were excited about Scott Frost as Nebraska’s new
football coach.


In an April 2018 phone call, a Los Angeles doctor who had funneled foreign money to the Nebraska
congressman’s campaign opened the phone call with small talk about Nebraska’s hiring of Frost.


“The community in Lincoln got very, very excited about Scott Frost!,” Dr. Eli Ayoub said.


“They should have a very good team,” Fortenberry responded. “He’s got a pretty good basis here.
Everyone is very enthusiastic.”


Unbeknownst to Fortenberry, at that point, Ayoub was cooperating with FBI agents who had







discovered that he and another man, Toufic Baaklini, had been funneling the money of a Nigerian
billionaire into the campaigns of U.S. politicians. It is illegal for U.S. politicians to accept money from
foreigners.


At Day 2 of Fortenberry’s trial on federal charges — expected to last through Wednesday — it was
revealed that Fortenberry had texted Ayoub to see if they could talk. At the time, Fortenberry wasn’t
even on the radar of FBI agents, an investigator testified.


But after Fortenberry texted Ayoub, the agent in charge of the investigation, Todd Carter, wanted to
hear what Fortenberry wanted. He found out in a phone call on June 4, 2018.


Fortenberry asked Ayoub: Could he and the Lebanese community of Los Angeles hold a second
fundraiser like they had two years before?


Fortenberry, a Republican who has represented Nebraska’s 1st District since 2005, thought the
February 2016 fundraiser was a rousing success, though it’s not clear whether Fortenberry knew the
reason it was so rousing. That February 2016 weekend, Ayoub had steered $30,000 in illegal conduit
contributions that originated from Nigerian billionaire Gilbert Chagoury.


Ayoub quickly warned Fortenberry that a second fundraiser wouldn’t be as lucrative as the first
because Chagoury’s righthand man, Baaklini, wouldn’t be involved.


Baaklini “told me that probably the (first event’s) money did come from Gilbert Chagoury. … because
he was so grateful for your support, you know, (of) the cause,” Ayoub told Fortenberry in that phone
call.


Fortenberry responded: “Yeah, uh there’s no problem. I was just hopeful that we could have some
continuation of the fine generosity you all have given.”


Twice more in that 10-minute phone call, Ayoub referred to the $30,000 “cash” the fundraiser
yielded. Carter told jurors that he chose to have Ayoub say the word “cash” because it is illegal for
political campaigns to accept cash, let alone foreigners’ money.


Fortenberry went on to talk about holding a more intimate gathering than the first event.


Fortenberry’s attorney, Glen Summers, said Ayoub’s comments weren’t clear to Fortenberry. In fact,
Summers argued, it’s clear Fortenberry didn’t know dirty money was involved because the
congressman was so open about wanting a second fundraiser.


Summers — a squared-jawed man with a linebacker’s build — went after the FBI’s investigation. He
chided Carter for his statement in a court document that a resolution Fortenberry introduced
against ISIS war crimes in Iraq and Syria was tied to the money funneled to him at the fundraiser.
Summers noted that Fortenberry introduced that resolution six months before the 2016 fundraiser.


He asked Carter why he wasn’t more explicit in the taped call — why he didn’t have Ayoub say there
would be no more “conduit contributions” or “straw donations” at the second fundraiser.


“At the time, I felt the word ‘cash’ was more shocking,” Carter said.


At one point, Summers mocked Carter’s pronunciation of Chagoury, asking him if he was trying to
speak French. Several times, Judge Stanley Blumenfeld Jr. rebuffed Summers, telling him to “lower
the temperature.”


“I’m sorry, I just feel so passionate about this case,” Summers said at one point.


Summers has been on the case a little more than a month. He was brought in late as a defense trial
specialist.


He told jurors in opening statements Thursday that Fortenberry did his “level best” and was
“completely innocent” of the lying and deception charges.


At the same time, prosecutors note, Fortenberry was concerned enough that he checked with at
least four people after the June 4, 2018, phone call in which Baaklini suggested the money
“probably” came from the Nigerian billionaire.


One of those people: attorney Jessica Furst Johnson. Johnson, who has advised Republicans on
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campaign finance questions, said she got a vague call in June 2018 while she was attending a
University of Florida booster event.


She said she stepped outside and spoke by phone with one of Fortenberry’s staff members for less
than 15 minutes. That staff member did not raise the issue of the comment about foreign money,
she said.


“I wouldn’t have missed something like that,” she testified. “I’ve been practicing for 15 years and the
(fact that foreigners can’t contribute) is one of the very basics of campaign law.”


Under questioning from Summers, she acknowledged that Fortenberry often peppered her with
routine questions about campaign contributions. And she acknowledged she would have been
surprised if Fortenberry would have accepted something he knew was improper.


Day 2’s testimony closed with Baaklini, a Lebanese dynamo who developed connections with both
Fortenberry and Chagoury as he founded In Defense of Christians.


Baaklini testified that Fortenberry became a congressional ally for what they called “the cause” —
protecting Christians and other religious minorities in the Middle East. Baaklini founded In Defense
of Christians, a lobbying group that received $1.3 million from Chagoury.


Fortenberry and Baaklini would text often about each other’s families. Several of their texts also
included requests from Fortenberry for: a) campaign donations; and b) shout-outs to Chagoury.


Chagoury is a controversial international figure — a billionaire who was connected to Nigeria’s most
corrupt regime, and has been reported to be linked to the Hezbollah terrorist group and Bill and
Hillary Clinton.


Prosecutors posted several Fortenberry texts on the big screens in front of the jury.


December 2015: “Toufic, I would like to send Gilbert a Christmas card, can you send me his
address?”


Later: “My best to Gilbert please I was speaking of him yesterday.”


Still later: “How is Gilbert? Tell him hello. Been thinking of him.”


Fortenberry twice had dinner with Chagoury — once in Paris and once in Washington, D.C. Baaklini
was much closer with the billionaire.


He testified Friday that he and Chagoury discussed funneling money to political candidates, though
both knew it was illegal. Over the years, the list included: then-presidential candidate Mitt Romney,
then-Rep. Lee Terry of Nebraska, Rep. Darrell Issa of California and Fortenberry. The first three rid
themselves of the money — a process where an elected official disowns it by donating it to charity.
Fortenberry took more than two years to do so.


Baaklini described how the money was funneled toward Fortenberry’s campaign. In December 2015,
Baaklini was in L.A. for a funeral. Chagoury’s son, Chris, also attended, with a bag of $50,000 in cash.


Baaklini testified Friday that he kept $20,000 of it because Chagoury owed him at least that much for
consulting work.


The rest was headed for Dr. Ayoub. Baaklini testified that he left $30,000 in cash on the front
passenger seat of Ayoub’s car.


The cash’s final destination: a Fortenberry fundraiser that Ayoub would host in February 2016. Only
the “contributors” there couldn’t give Fortenberry cash; they had to write checks. The fundraiser
happened and Fortenberry noticed something strange: Most of the checks were written by relatives
of Ayoub.


He turned to Baaklini.


“He asked me if there was anything wrong with the fundraiser,” Baaklini told jurors Friday.


“I asked ‘Why?’ He said ‘because the money came from one family.’”


Prosecutor Jamari Buxton asked: What did you tell Fortenberry?







“I said nothing was wrong,” Baaklini said.


Buxton: “Was that accurate?”


“No it wasn’t,” Baaklini answered.


Prosecutors say Fortenberry wouldn’t follow up on his concerns for years.


Soon after the event, Fortenberry campaign consultant Alexandra Kendrick sent an email with a
simple subject line: “WOW!!!”


“We had an amazing time in LA and came home with $36,000 in hand,” she wrote to Baaklini.
“Thank you very much for ALL of your help. YOU ARE WONDERFUL. I owe you a BIG thank you.”


By Todd Cooper


 


OWH: 'A total non-issue': Fortenberry official claims protocol was followed in proxy
controversy
 


LINCOLN — A top aide to U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry said the Nebraska congressman followed the
proper protocol when he requested to vote by proxy and the matter is "a total non-issue."


The remarks are, in part, a response to the criticism directed at Fortenberry for using the pandemic-
inspired proxy vote as he stands trial for three felony counts in Los Angeles.


"I don't know why this is blowing up," Fortenberry chief of staff Andy Braner said of the proxy vote
request. 


The issue started after Fortenberry wrote a letter, dated Tuesday, to the clerk of the U.S. House of
Representatives, informing the clerk that he would not be attending votes but would vote by proxy.


Fortenberry, who represents Nebraska’s 1st District, is currently on trial for three felony counts
alleging that he misled authorities about whether he knew that a Nigerian billionaire had funneled
$30,000 to his campaign at a 2016 fundraiser in Los Angeles. The trial opened Thursday. 


His trial was delayed due to the surge of omicron cases in California, Braner said, so Fortenberry
submitted a request to vote by proxy due to "the ongoing public health emergency."


Braner previously told The World-Herald that Fortenberry sought approval from House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi to vote by proxy and received it, but Pelosi's office denied this. 


“For the last two years, Speaker Pelosi has ruled, the only reason for members to be absent for votes
is due to the COVID emergency,” Braner said in a statement Thursday. “As Mr. Fortenberry’s trial
(originally scheduled for February) was delayed due to the COVID shutdown of the California courts,
(Pelosi’s) office allowed for Mr. Fortenberry to vote proxy (now).


“I would also note, there have been hundreds of members submit a similar letter to navigate COVID
effects on a variety of scheduling conflicts. This isn’t something abnormal.”


Drew Hammill, a spokesman for Pelosi, told the Nebraska Examiner Thursday that Pelosi’s office did
not evaluate Fortenberry’s letter, nor does it approve or deny any members’ reasons for asking a
colleague to vote on their behalf. 


“The statement implies that there was a special dispensation given (by the Speaker), and that is not
accurate," Hammill told the Examiner.


Pelosi does not grant permission for individual representatives to vote by proxy, according to the
Clerk's Office. Instead, starting in 2020, Pelosi allowed representatives to vote by proxy, but only if
they were unable to attend the vote due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 


Representatives must submit a letter to the clerk requesting to vote by proxy. The Clerk's Office then
compiles the letters on record. Since Fortenberry sent his letter, more than 50 other representatives
submitted similar letters, all citing "the ongoing public health emergency" as the reason for their
absence, according to the Clerk's Office website. 
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"We followed the rules," Braner said. 


While Republican House leadership has blasted the proxy vote practice, some GOP members have
voted by proxy, including Fortenberry. The congressman announced Jan. 18 that he had been
diagnosed with a “moderate” case of COVID-19 and that he would vote by proxy and work from
home.


In Fortenberry's current absence, Rep. John Moolenaar, R-Mich., will serve as his proxy. Braner said
Fortenberry is in communication with Moolenaar to make sure his district is represented in
upcoming votes.


By Erin Bamer


 


AP: Illegal $30K donation plot outlined at congressman’s trial
 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A close friend and supporter of a Nebraska congressman told a federal
jury Friday that he acted as a middleman in a plot that funneled $30,000 from a Nigerian-born
billionaire to the Republican lawmaker’s reelection campaign through straw donors.


On the third day of Rep. Jeff Fortenberry’s trial in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles, Toufic Baaklini
said that he received the cash from the son of businessman Gilbert Chagoury, the source of the
funds. He testified that he then left the cash in an envelope in the car of an L.A.-based doctor to
distribute for the 2016 Fortenberry fundraiser in the city.


Baaklini is a central figure in the case in which the nine-term congressman faces charges that he lied
to and misled federal investigators about the illegal contributions, which he denies. Prosecutors have
described Baaklini as a U.S.-based businessman and Chagoury consultant who later agreed to
cooperate with federal officials.


Under questioning from prosecutor J. Jamari Buxton, Baaklini, who then headed a Washington-based
group working to end the persecution of Christians in the Middle East, said he was aware that it was
illegal under federal law for Chagoury, who is not a U.S. citizen, to donate to U.S. elections.


Baaklini also said he knew it was illegal to donate campaign money under someone else’s name.


Fortenberry’s attorneys have argued that the case is a setup built on concocted evidence, and the
congressman had no knowledge of the scheme to help finance his reelection bid.


Baaklini described himself as a close friend of Fortenberry, and said the two bonded over what
prosecutors have described as “the cause” — helping Christians and other persecuted minorities in
the Middle East. The lead figures in the alleged plot all had ties to Baaklini’s group, In Defense of
Christians, and are of Lebanese descent.


Buxton used a series of texts to highlight the close relationship Baaklini shared with Fortenberry,
including other fundraising appeals from the congressman.


In other testimony, defense attorney Glen Summers continued his attempts to challenge the
credibility of FBI special agent Todd Carter, a key player in the investigation.


Carter has said he was suspicious of Fortenberry’s role — and a possible quid pro quo — after the
congressman proposed a resolution condemning the persecution of Christians in the Middle East
shortly after the February 2016 fundraiser. But Summers pointed out that the resolution was
introduced in 2015, months before the event.


Summers also noted that Fortenberry had nearly $1.5 million in his political treasury at the end of
March 2016, apparently suggesting he had no need to engage in a plot to gain $30,000 in illegal
funds. He questioned why the FBI never held a meeting to warn the congressman of a potential
problem, instead of arriving unannounced at his home to question him.


But prosecutor Mack Jenkins responded that investigators had warned Fortenberry during the
investigation, by arranging a recorded phone call in which the L.A. doctor, Elias Ayoub, told
Fortenberry he received the $30,000 in cash from Baaklini, and Chagoury was probably the source of
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it. Defense attorneys have raised doubts about what Fortenberry heard and understood from the
call.


Fortenberry campaign spokesman Chad Kolton said in a statement that the testimony “highlighted
the shoddy investigative work at the core of this case.”


The congressman, who is running for reelection, has pleaded not guilty to charges he deliberately
misled FBI agents and prosecutors who were investigating the 2016 donations.


Prosecutors allege Fortenberry, 61, lied about what he knew on two occasions — an interview at his
Lincoln home and a follow-up meeting in Washington — and didn’t properly disclose the
contribution in his campaign filings.


If he’s convicted, Fortenberry wouldn’t automatically lose his seat, but House rules would bar him
from voting in any committee or on the floor. He has already stepped down temporarily from his
position as the ranking member of the House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee and a
member of the House Appropriations Committee, as required by House Republican rules.


With the trial underway, many prominent Nebraska Republicans have abandoned the incumbent in
favor of a young, conservative state lawmaker who wants to oust Fortenberry in the May 10 primary.


The case stems from an FBI investigation into $180,000 in illegal campaign contributions to four
campaigns from Chagoury, who lives in Paris. Chagoury admitted to the crime in 2019 and agreed to
pay a $1.8 million fine.


 


AP: Bird flu case forces killing of 5.3 million chickens in Iowa
 


DES MOINES — The confirmation of bird flu at another Iowa egg-laying farm will force the killing of
more than 5 million chickens, state officials said Friday.


It’s the second confirmed case of avian influenza in Buena Vista County, about 160 miles northwest
of Des Moines, but the latest outbreak is at an operation with 5.3 million chickens. The earlier case
was at a farm with about 50,000 turkeys.


The latest case confirmed by the State Department of Agriculture means nearly 12.6 million chicken
and turkeys in at least eight states have been killed or will be destroyed soon.


Spread of the disease is largely blamed on the droppings or nasal discharge of infected wild birds,
such as ducks and geese, which can contaminate dust and soil. Infected wild birds have been found
in at least 24 states, and the virus has been circulating in migrating waterfowl in Europe and Asia for
nearly a year.


The first Iowa case was identified on March 1 in a backyard flock of 42 ducks and geese in
Pottawattamie County. Another egg-laying chicken farm with nearly 916,000 birds was reported with
the virus on March 10 in Taylor County in southwest Iowa.


In Nebraska, the virus has been found in the Omaha metro area as well as in Lancaster, Cedar and
Merrick Counties.


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said the cases in birds do not present an immediate
public health concern. No human cases of the avian influenza virus have been detected in the United
States. It remains safe to eat poultry products. Cooking of poultry and eggs to an internal
temperature of 165 degrees Fahrenheit kills bacteria and viruses.


By David Pitt


There was an article on the in the Wall Street Journal that mentions the Governor that I didn’t
include because it requires a subscription to access:


https://www.wsj.com/articles/nebraska-and-colorado-are-fighting-over-water-after-99-years-of-
sharing-rights-11647860400
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TV and Radio
NCN: Ricketts ''April is Going to be a Tough Month...''
KETV: Gov. Ricketts discusses unemployment during Monday afternoon COVID-19 update
NET: Ricketts Warns People To Avoid Gatherings Despite Mild Weather
10/11: Gov. Ricketts encourages citizens to support local restaurants during COVID-19 pandemic
KETV: Local leaders ask shoppers to put those home projects on hold
KETV: Creighton students collecting protective equipment for medical professionals
NET: ‘That Is Something You Really Never Want To See Happen:’ Nursing Home Residents Face The
Challenges Of Social Isolation
NET: Entire Panhandle Under State Restrictions After Community-Spread COVID-19 Case Confirmed
NET: Mask Decontamination, Increased Testing In Process For Long Haul
KNOP: North Platte family grateful mom could be with dad
 
Governor
LJS: Ricketts warns tough month ahead; coronavirus expected to peak in state in April
OWH: Gov. Ricketts predicts a 'tough' April as state records 153 coronavirus cases, third death
WJAG: Gov. Ricketts: coronavirus to hit its peak in Nebraska in late April
AP: Ricketts: April will be another ‘tough month’ for Nebraska
NCN: Ricketts Applauds Trump's Extension To April 30
NET: Governor Ricketts Declares "Take-Out Tuesdays" To Help Support Local Restaurants
OWH: 19 cases in 6 days: Blair case shows how COVID-19 spreads quickly at nursing homes
AP: State: 3rd Nebraska COVID-19 victim lived in Lincoln County
Scottsbluff SH: Scotts Bluff coronavirus case identified as ‘community spread,’ results in directed health
measure
OWH: Omaha prosecutor tests positive for COVID-19, had contact with many courthouse regulars
Seward Co Independent: Tuesday, March 31: District confirms first case of COVID-19
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Scottsbluff SH: Ricketts announces Panhandle counties now included in State’s Directed Health Measure
OWH: 30 Nebraska counties under tighter restrictions
OWH: New health directives to take effect in Sarpy, Cass Counties; 5 community spread cases reported
OWH: Temporary surge tent at Nebraska Medical Center just one of the ways hospitals prepare for virus
NCN: Panhandle placed under Directed Health Measure. What does that mean?
 
Coronavirus
LJS: Lincoln County man is third Nebraskan to die from COVID-19
OWH: Nebraska records third coronavirus death, a Lincoln County man in his 90s
OWH: Number of coronavirus cases in Nebraska jumps to 153; Douglas County cases reach 82
LJS: Travel exposure leads to 7 of Lincoln's 8 cases so far, officials say
OWH: Big-box stores in Omaha appear to be implementing social distancing guidelines
OWH: Wi-Fi's time to shine: Internet usage at home cranks up as people stay put
The Farmer: COVID-19 challenges rural hospitals and health care
 
State Capitol
KMTV: Pilot program to extend grocery deliveries to SNAP participants
LJS: Write-in candidate enters District 1 legislative race
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Nebraska's state, local officials have shown strong leadership in this crisis
OWH Midlands Voices: Medical professionals are coordinating care in wake of the crisis
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Moral reasoning, faith, doubt
2.       A distressing political move
3.       Sasse was right
4.       Nebraska Civil War history


LJS Local View: History offers pandemic perspectives
LJS Letters


1.       Fischer, Ricketts helped get them home
2.       Bring Lincoln gas prices in line with state
3.       Raise for Frakes is slap in face
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AP: Coronavirus response highlights deepening partisan divide
 


LJS: Ricketts warns tough month ahead; coronavirus expected to peak in state in April
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts cautioned Nebraskans on Monday to expect "a tough month ahead" as the state
anticipates that the coronavirus threat will peak in Nebraska in mid- to late-April.
March already has been "a trying month," the governor said during his daily coronavirus news briefing,
with the virus beginning to creep into communities throughout the state and claim its first victims,
including a Lincoln County man in his 90s, whose death was announced Monday.
The Washington Post on Monday published the results of a national modeling study by the Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington that projects there will be 424 coronavirus
deaths in Nebraska by Aug. 4.
That study matches projections by federal scientists, the Post story said.
Ricketts said the state is "actually still working through our models and has nothing yet to compare" with
those projections.
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"All our efforts are to reduce the impact on the people of Nebraska," he said. 
Ricketts said the state is actively working now to help ensure there will be sufficient ventilators and
personal protective equipment for medical personnel in Nebraska when the peak demand occurs.
"We have purchase orders in," he said, and expect deliveries soon. 
"We've got the next couple of weeks to get prepared and be ready," he said, and "we're working on those
processes right now.
"We're all in this together," Ricketts said.
Testing is expanding in Nebraska now with a corresponding increase in the number of identified
coronavirus cases anticipated. 
The state's third death was announced by the state Department of Health and Human Services late
Monday.
The Lincoln County man in his 90s had underlying health conditions.
First cases of COVID-19 were reported in York, Kimball and Antelope counties, bringing the state's total
cases to 155.
On Monday, the Douglas County Health Department alone announced 16 new cases in the hard-hit metro
Omaha area.
And in Washington County, the Three Rivers Public Health Department said Monday night that 10
additional cases have been identified related to the Carter Place senior living home outbreak. The
department said it would provide more information Tuesday.
Lancaster County, meanwhile, reported two new cases Monday.
Ricketts said he is in constant contact with other governors as they share what they have learned in
confronting the virus.
"We share ideas," he said. "We learn from everybody."
Ricketts said "it was great to see people out" and enjoying the warm weather in Nebraska during the past
weekend, but he said there's still a need to maintain physical distancing.
Thirty of the state's 93 counties, including Douglas and Lancaster, are included in directed health measures
that restrict gatherings of more than 10 people. The heightened restrictions are triggered by cases of
community spread, positive tests in which health officials are unable to trace the source of the virus.
The majority of cases in Nebraska are travel-related, and Nebraskans who may be returning to the state
now after wintering in Arizona or Florida, or elsewhere, should quarantine themselves for 14 days as a
precautionary measure, the governor said.
Ricketts praised President Donald Trump for extending restrictions that limit gatherings to no more than 10
people until the end of April, describing that decision as "great leadership."
The president had previously expressed an aspiration to have Americans free to gather in churches
together on Easter Sunday two weeks from now.
In an effort to assist Nebraska's restaurant industry, which has been severely impacted by recent orders to
limit service to take-out, drive-thru or delivery sales in Omaha, Lincoln and other areas threatened by
spread of the virus, the governor officially proclaimed Take Out Tuesdays in Nebraska through April.
In addition to urging take-out restaurant purchases, Ricketts suggested that Nebraskans purchase gift cards
to help restaurants.
"Everybody in the restaurant business is having a tough time now," the governor said.  
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Gov. Ricketts predicts a 'tough' April as state records 153 coronavirus cases, third death
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts on Monday urged Nebraskans to redouble their efforts at social distancing
while warning that April is “going to be a tough month.”
“The name of the game is slowing the spread of the virus,” he said. “The way we do that is by avoiding







large public groups.”
On Monday, the state recorded its third death from the virus, a Lincoln County man in his 90s with
underlying health issues.
Speaking at his daily coronavirus briefing, Ricketts said people should expect cases of COVID-19, the
disease caused by the coronavirus, to peak in mid- to late April.
As of Monday evening, the number of cases reported by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services had hit 153, more than double the 61 cases reported a week earlier.
The number of confirmed cases is expected to rise as the state starts getting results from expanded testing.
Dr. Gary Anthone, the state’s chief medical officer, said about 20 people with positive tests were
hospitalized as of Monday morning. But hospitals also are treating a number of people presumed to have
the virus but who do not have test results yet. Omaha’s three major hospital systems each reported
between 10 and 20 such cases, he said.
Those numbers mean Nebraskans need to be diligent about avoiding large groups, keeping their distance
from others and washing their hands, Ricketts said. People with symptoms of the disease, as well as their
household members, should stay home until they can check with a health care provider.
Social distancing also needs to apply to outdoor activities and shopping, Ricketts said, warning about the
crowds of people who headed to parks and trails over the weekend to enjoy the beautiful weather or
flocked to big-box stores to shop.
He said parents should not be inviting all of their kids’ friends to come over or playing organized sports. He
said people should go out shopping only when they need to go and maintain their distance from others.
“We need every Nebraskan to be participating in our social distancing guidelines,” he said. “This is the way
we’re going to keep Nebraskans, particularly the most vulnerable Nebraskans, healthy and safe.”
As of Monday, Nebraska had earned a “C” grade for social distancing in an analysis of cellphone data by
Unacast, a New York-based technology company. Company data showed that state residents decreased
their travel by 20% to 30% since the epidemic started.
Following social distancing steps will slow the spread of the coronavirus so that health care resources are
not overwhelmed, Ricketts said.
Toward that end, Ricketts has imposed directed health measures on 18 counties encompassing 70% of
Nebraska’s population. The measures include orders to close all sit-down dining in restaurants and bars
and enforceable limits on the number of people at gatherings.
He has asked people in other areas of Nebraska to voluntarily limit gatherings to 10 people or less. In
keeping with President Donald Trump’s weekend announcement, the voluntary guidelines will remain in
place until April 30.
Among other topics:
Takeout Tuesday
Some eateries have shifted to deliveries and takeout service, though many have closed in response to
governor’s orders. To help those that are trying to survive, Ricketts declared every Tuesday through the
end of April “Takeout Tuesday.”
He said ordering takeout meals from local restaurants would help the state’s restaurant industry. Under an
executive order that Ricketts joked was “probably the most popular thing I’ve done as governor,” those
meals can include takeout mixed drinks in containers with lids.
Unemployment benefits
State Labor Commissioner John Albin said it may take two weeks to install and test the software necessary
to process checks under the federal stimulus bill.
But he urged anyone who believes they may be eligible for the unemployment programs included in the
bill to get their application in soon. That includes people who are self-employed or “gig” workers, who are
not usually eligible for unemployment benefits.
Those self-employed people could qualify for the new pandemic unemployment assistance program if they
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are unable to work because of the coronavirus and cannot qualify for any other unemployment program.
Albin said they may get an initial message saying that they are not eligible for unemployment but that their
application will still be considered.
Under another part of the federal bill, people qualifying for both traditional unemployment and the
pandemic unemployment will get an extra $600 weekly benefit. The maximum benefit otherwise is $440
weekly.
The federal bill also allowed people to draw unemployment benefits for an additional 13 weeks beyond the
usual 26-week limit.
Snowbirds
Ricketts called for people returning to Nebraska after wintering in warmer states to quarantine themselves
for the first 14 days. He issued a similar call for people who are coming to the state to visit a vacation cabin
or to see family over Easter, if they are coming from areas where the coronavirus has spread in the
community.
April Fools’
Reports that children will have to repeat a grade in school because of coronavirus closures are false,
Ricketts said. He called the reports an early April Fools’ joke. Last week, both he and Education
Commissioner Matt Blomstedt said he expect children will be able to advance as usual.
By Martha Stoddard and Paul Hammel
 


WJAG: Gov. Ricketts: coronavirus to hit its peak in Nebraska in late April
 
LINCOLN - Governor Pete Ricketts says April will be another tough and trying month for Nebraskans as
that’s when the coronavirus will hit its peak in the state.
Ricketts made that announcement during his daily coronavirus press conference at the Capitol Monday.
He said he’s signed and submitted a disaster declaration request for the state to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and President Donald Trump.
"The President has signed a number of these disaster requests for other states and I expect him to sign it
for us very quickly. What it will do is allow us to tap into both individual assistance and public assistance
which is designed for our counties and public institutions. The individual assistance for example will also us
to get disaster unemployment, disaster management, and disaster crisis counseling."
Ricketts also proclaimed the next four Tuesdays in Nebraska as Takeout Tuesday, encouraging people to
support their local restaurants.
Nebraska Department of Labor Commissioner John Albin said thanks to the CARES Act, there are six new
unemployment programs included in it for people.
Those programs and more can be found by visiting DOL.Nebraska.Gov.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


AP: Ricketts: April will be another ‘tough month’ for Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Gov. Pete Ricketts on Monday extended Nebraska’s statewide restrictions on social
gatherings until at least April 30 and urged residents to brace for another “tough month” in April, when the
number of new coronavirus cases is expected to peak.
Ricketts said state public health officials are predicting that the number will continue to increase until mid-
to late-April before it gradually declines. He implored residents to continue following the state’s “social
distancing” requirements, including a 10-person limit on social gatherings. State officials have imposed
even tougher restrictions on some hard-hit counties that include Omaha, Lincoln and other population
centers.
“We can expect that April is going to be a tough month,” Ricketts said at his weekday news conference at
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the Capitol.
Nebraska had 153 confirmed cases as of Monday evening, according to the state Department of Health and
Human Services. More than 2,700 people have tested negative.
For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough that clear
up in two to three weeks. Older adults and people with existing health problems are among those
particularly susceptible to more severe illness, including pneumonia.
Ricketts said the 30 counties that are now under a “directed health measure” order should adhere to the
deadlines that were imposed on them individually, which may be later than April 30. For instance, 15 of
those counties have been ordered to wait until May 6. Another three directed health measures are set to
expire April 30 but could be renewed. On Friday evening, Ricketts announced 12 more counties in the
Panhandle were placed under similar orders, with a May 11 expiration.
Counties with “directed health measure” orders face tougher restrictions than other parts of Nebraska
because public officials have identified coronavirus cases in those areas that can’t be traced.
A directed health measure requires restaurants and bars to close their dining areas and only offer takeout
or delivery. In counties that aren’t affected, those businesses can keep their dining areas open but can’t
have more than 10 people inside at once. The restrictions are designed to slow the virus’ spread and
prevent it from overwhelming the state’s hospitals.
On Sunday, Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert admonished residents who continue to crowd big-box stores such
as Walmart, Costco and Menards. City officials have implored residents to only venture out to buy
groceries when it is absolutely necessary.
Meanwhile, Nebraska Labor Commissioner John Albin announced residents will soon be able to collect new
unemployment benefits administered by the state. Some benefits will extend to people who have
exhausted other unemployment and those who are self-employed and independent contractors.
By Grant Schulte
 


NCN: Ricketts Applauds Trump's Extension To April 30
 
LINCOLN – Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts asked Nebraskans to continue social distancing and applauded
President Trump’s directive to extend health directives to April 30.
Ricketts: “Don’t get into large groups of more than 10 people. Keep that social distancing. I know it was a
great weekend, great weather, we still need people to keep that social distancing. The name of the game is
slowing the spread of the virus. The way we do that is avoiding large public groups.”
The President’s order extends the 10-person rule to April 30 and Gov. Ricketts agrees.
Ricketts: “Yesterday President Trump made the announcement that his 10 (person) rule is being extended.
I want to thank President Trump, I think when he made that announcement two weeks ago with regard of
the 10-person rule – no public gatherings larger than 10 people – that he really kick-started the country
into awareness about what we need to do to slow the spread of the virus here in our state. I think the
President showed great leadership.”
He said the six-feet distance is to be applied when you go to the park and the store.
Ricketts: “So here in the state of Nebraska we will continue to extend that 10-person rule to large public
gatherings statewide.”
He said 18 Nebraska counties are subject to state directed health measures that take precedence. Directed
health measures  are extended as far as May 6.
The governor also instructed anyone returning to the state from an area where is community spread of
COVID-19 to self-quarantine for 14 days.
By Dan Swanson
 


NET: Governor Ricketts Declares "Take-Out Tuesdays" To Help Support Local Restaurants







 
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has proclaimed every Tuesday in April “Take-Out Tuesday” in an effort to
support the industry taking one of the largest financial hits from the coronavirus and restrictions on large
gatherings.
Ricketts said ways to help include ordering takeout or buying a gift card from a local restaurant to help
soften the financial hardship. 
“Everybody in the restaurant industry is having a tough time right now and your ability to go out there and
support these local restaurants means all the difference in the world to the people who own these
restaurants and people who work at these restaurants,” Ricketts said.
RJ Vega, who owns Copal Progressive Mexican Restaurant in Lincoln, said each day has presented new
challenges for restaurants.
“But you know as business owners, as those of us who are servers and bartenders and hourly staff, you
know, these changes have affected our way of living,” Vega said.
Vega said Copal has implemented delivery service and has increased social media posts. Restaurants across
the state are taking similar steps to increase interest and incentives for members of the community to get
take-out or get food delivered.
By Kelsey Eihausen
 


OWH: 19 cases in 6 days: Blair case shows how COVID-19 spreads quickly at nursing homes
 
Less than one week.
That’s how long it took for the novel coronavirus to sink its hooks into just one assisted-living facility in
Blair.
The first announcement came on March 24: A woman in her 90s living at Carter Place had tested positive.
By Monday morning, five more residents and three workers also had COVID-19, the disease caused by the
coronavirus. Five were hospitalized.
Just hours later, that number more than doubled: 19 coronavirus cases were tied to Carter Place as of
Monday night.
All 23 workers and 23 residents have been tested now, with more results pending. The facility
is temporarily shut down for deep cleaning, and all residents have been moved to neighboring health care
facilities or hospitals.
Like similar outbreaks in Washington state and elsewhere, the Carter Place cluster shows how quickly and
stealthily the virus can move among residents and their caretakers at nursing homes and other care
facilities.
At least four nursing facilities in Nebraska have confirmed cases of coronavirus — 19 at Carter Place, one
resident at Papillion Manor in Papillion, two patients at the Douglas County Health Center in Omaha and
two health care workers at Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals’ Omaha campus. Two cases in Buffalo
County involving a couple in their late 80s and early 90s are currently under investigation, but it’s possible
that they were exposed by a home health care worker, a public health official said.
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds said Monday that 21 cases are tied to one long-term care facility in Cedar Rapids.
That’s roughly 30% of the total cases in Linn County.
Because testing for the coronavirus is limited and people with the virus may not show symptoms right
away — or at all — the actual numbers in Nebraska are almost certainly higher, said Heath Boddy,
president and CEO of the Nebraska Health Care Association.
While most people aren’t expected to become seriously ill from COVID-19, older people, starting at age 60,
and those with underlying health conditions are considered more vulnerable to complications and even
death.
“If this gets into a facility, it has dire consequences for (those) who live there,” Boddy said.
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Pemberly Place Senior Living in Lincoln, where 103 people receive care, began taking precautions weeks
ago. Visitors have been barred since March 16, earlier than some facilities in Nebraska.
While that and restrictions on communal dining and group activities resulted in some grumbling from
families and residents, executive director Helen Crunk said facilities like hers must be proactive.
“It is my responsibility to keep these people safe, and I take that very seriously,” she said.
As she read about the Carter Place outbreak, she decided Monday to take more drastic steps: the entire
facility in Lincoln is now essentially in quarantine. Residents receive all meals in their rooms and are not
supposed to leave for doctor’s appointments unless absolutely necessary. Some can talk to their doctors
through telehealth appointments. Families are allowed to visit only if a resident is dying.
The 60 or so workers there are self-monitoring for symptoms and taking their temperature before every
shift — they cannot work if it’s above 99.7 degrees.
Bellevue-based Hillcrest Home Care is using a virtual service to remotely check staff members and at-risk
patients for a fever, declining oxygen levels and other potential COVID-19 symptoms.
Facilities are already worried about a lack of personal protective equipment — masks, gowns and gloves —
for workers, Boddy said. The Nebraska Health Care Association has asked anyone with a surplus of those
supplies to consider donating them to senior living centers.
The association is also asking Gov. Pete Ricketts and the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services to consider loosening some staffing and licensing restrictions. Staffing shortages existed even
before COVID-19 hit.
Crunk and other officials said workers who bathe, feed, dispense medication to and care for seniors and
other patients have a difficult job under the best of circumstances. A pandemic only magnifies that.
Now those workers are being asked to reconsider even going to the grocery store. Residents aren’t leaving
facilities. Their families aren’t visiting. So employees coming and going daily remain one of the few ways
the virus can enter and multiply inside a nursing center.
On Sunday, Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour pleaded with people who work at long-term-care
facilities to refrain from shopping.
“Honestly, I hope I do not see one single one of them in the community going to a grocery store,” she said.
“Usually the residents, they don’t go out. So how are they going to be infected? By a staff member bringing
it into the facility.”
Harsh, but true, Crunk said.
“It’s hard to say, you’re a front-line health care worker, I know you have a life outside of work, but realize
what you may be bringing into work,” she said.
Her staff understands the importance of limiting contact with the outside world.
“It’s important for us as health care professionals to be the ones who step up and go above and beyond
what’s expected of us,” she said.
Terra Uhing is the executive director of the Three Rivers Public Health Department, which covers Blair and
Carter Place. The workers there are taking their responsibility to social distance seriously, she said.
She’s not so sure about other people.
“I’m seeing some of the scariest things I’ve ever seen,” she said. “Individuals need to realize these are
unprecedented times and you need to stay home.”
By Erin Duffy
 


AP: State: 3rd Nebraska COVID-19 victim lived in Lincoln County
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska’s third COVID-19 death was that of a Lincoln County man in his 90s, health
officials said.
The man had underlying health conditions and had tested positive along with a woman in her 80s, the
executive director of the West Central District Health Department said Monday. The woman remains
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hospitalized, said Shannon Vanderheiden, the department director.
Nebraska’s first two fatal COVID-19 victims were an Omaha man in his 50s and a Hall County woman in her
60s, officials have said.
For most people, COVID-19, the disease caused by the new coronavirus, causes mild or moderate
symptoms, such as fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. Older adults and people with
existing health problems are among those particularly susceptible to more severe illness, including
pneumonia.
The state’s total of confirmed COVID-19 cases has risen to 155, the Nebraska Health and Human Services
Department said in a news release Monday night. More than 2,700 people have tested negative.
Earlier Monday, Gov. Pete Ricketts extended Nebraska’s statewide restrictions on social gatherings until at
least April 30. He urged residents to brace for another “tough month.” State public health officials are
predicting that the state COVID-19 number will continue to increase until mid- to late April before it
gradually declines, Ricketts said.
 


Scottsbluff SH: Scotts Bluff coronavirus case identified as ‘community spread,’ results in
directed health measure
 
Panhandle public health officials have announced that directed health measures that limit public
gatherings will be put into place as the result of a coronavirus case in Scotts Bluff County. 
Panhandle Public Health Director Kim Engel said the office of Gov. Pete Ricketts has issued a directed
health measure that will be put into place for the 11 counties of the Panhandle and Grant County. That
directed health measure was issued early Monday evening after Panhandle health officials released Sunday
that a man in his 30s tested positive for COVID-19.
Authorities have conducted an investigation with him, and identified his case as one of community spread,
meaning that where he contracted the coronavirus is not known. As a result of the investigation,
authorities have identified places where the man and persons close to him may have been. A list of places
that the man or persons close to him may have been included Walmart, Staples, Main Street Market and a
funeral earlier this month. The complete list, including times, accompanies this story.
Scotts Bluff County Public Health Director Paulette Schnell said that the man, who has no underlying health
conditions, has isolated at home since March 24.
“He continues to isolate at home and is showing signs of improvement,” she said. “We are identifying his
close contacts and 10 of his close contacts have been in and have tested and we expect the results from
that within the next 24 to 48 hours.”
Until those close contacts’ test results are in, Schnell said they are considered “presumptive positive.”
Health officials are continuing to identify persons that the man or his close contacts may have had contact
with, as well as additional locations, whether work or social, that may be involved.
“We want them to continue with that good hand washing, distancing and staying at home,” Schnell said of
the persons close to the man diagnosed with coronavirus.
As for the list of locations issued, “This list is pretty broad,” Engel said. “And that’s because we are not able
to determine the exact place where this gentleman contracted this. "Persons who visited any of the
locations at any of the dates and times below and are not showing symptoms should self-quarantine and
monitor themselves for symptoms for 14 days from the time that they went to one of the locations below.
Persons who are showing symptoms — such as fever, cough, or shortness of breath — should contact their
health provider or public health. Testing may be warranted. You should call before going to any health care
facility for treatment.
If its been 14 days since you were at any of the locations and you have not experienced symptoms, Engel
said that it is not necessary to quarantine. Schnell said health officials ask that anyone asked to quarantine
or isolate in connection with the cases do so to prevent spreading the coronavirus to others.
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People are asked to continue to abide by social distancing guidelines, proper hand-washing and avoid
touching their eyes, nose and mouth. Engel said people should also prepare, as if a snow storm were
coming to the area, and ensure they have medications and other needs taken care of.
 Also Monday, Panhandle Public Health District confirmed that a man in his 50s residing in Kimball County
has tested positive for COVID-19. This case is travel-related to Colorado, and the person is currently
hospitalized.
Contact investigations are underway to identify people who may have come into close contact with the
individual for the past 14 days to help prevent further spread. All identified close contacts will self-
quarantine and be actively monitored twice daily by public health officials for fever and respiratory
symptoms.
Also, last week, a coronavirus case was identified in Goshen County as well. Though public health officials
from Goshen County have not responded to questions on whether that case is community spread, Jennifer
Childs, the woman diagnosed and having identified herself in groups on social media, said in posts on the
Star-Herald Facebook page Sunday that she had contracted the virus somewhere in the community.
Schnell said that a person close to the woman has been identified as having traveled between Scottsbluff
and Goshen County and potential locations or contacts are still being determined as part of Wyoming’s
investigation.
A lot of questions during Monday’s briefing included questions about the directed health measure. The
directed health measure is enforceable and limits gatherings to 10 people or less, which is the key part of
the measure that affects most people or businesses. Earlier this month, Gov. Pete Ricketts had already
issued guidance on social distancing and that gatherings be limited, which resulted in voluntary compliance
such as churches canceling services, organizations canceling events and schools dismissing. However, with
Ricketts’ directed health measure, restaurants and bars are directed to close lobbies and move to take-out,
delivery or curbside options. The directed health measure also sets out parameters in which a person, or
persons close to them, can also be required to quarantine. A copy of Ricketts’ directed health measure and
additional details are available on starherald.com.
To date, Nebraska has not issued any stay-at-home orders, though the surrounding states of Colorado,
Wyoming, South Dakota and Kansas have. Anyone who has traveled between those locations or others that
have had coronavirus cases are asked to self-quarantine for 14 days.
Businesses are advised to make changes to help “flatten the curve” of the coronavirus. Officials noted
during Monday’s call that financial worries have been among the biggest worries expressed, but that
unemployment and other options for small businesses can be researched to see if they are available.
“People have options other than to put themselves or their employees at risk,” Engel said. “Now is the time
to take advantage of those programs.”
For business owners or workers, PPHD will host another call to answer specific questions on Thursday, April
2, 11 a.m. Additional details will be available on the pphd.org website.
By Maunette Loeks
 


OWH: Omaha prosecutor tests positive for COVID-19, had contact with many courthouse
regulars
 
Douglas County Attorney Don Kleine’s office has advised the County Health Department and elected
officials as they have sought to impose orders to limit the spread of the novel coronavirus.
Now, one of Kleine’s deputies has been diagnosed with COVID-19, and officials are trying to ensure
Nebraska’s largest county courthouse doesn’t become a coronavirus cluster.
In the wake of Monday’s news, the Douglas County Health Department has closed the County Attorney’s
Office for the rest of the week so that a deep cleaning can take place, Kleine said.
The longtime prosecutor who tested positive had been in contact with about 25 employees in the
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attorney’s office, about a dozen in the Public Defender’s Office and several more in other parts of the
courthouse. Kleine said he has advised all of his employees who had contact with the prosecutor to
quarantine for as long as the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention requires.
The prosecutor had traveled to Kansas in early March for training unrelated to work. He returned the week
of March 16, didn’t feel well and went home for a couple of days.
He then was cleared by his doctor to return to work, so he worked the rest of that week and the week of
March 23, officials said. He learned late last week that one of the attendees at the training had tested
positive for the virus.
The prosecutor was tested Friday. On Monday, he learned the results. Other than not feeling well, he has
not had serious complications, and he has not been hospitalized.
“When it starts hitting close to home, it really makes a difference,” Kleine said. “We’re obviously thinking of
him. And we’re going to work with the Health Department to track every place that he’s been in the
courthouse as we try to make sure everyone’s fears are allayed.”
One longtime attorney who learned of the positive test on Monday said, “I’m (not) happy … because I think
it’s crazy courts are open.”
Concern, if not fear, has permeated the courthouse since Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike
Heavican issued an order March 12 declaring that Nebraska courts would remain open for business.
Heavican’s order technically was in compliance with Gov. Pete Ricketts’ admonition that no more than 10
people congregate in Douglas County. Courts and other essential business were an exception to those
limits.
Still, even as it was legal, several attorneys and courthouse officials grumbled about its logic. Their primary
concern: How can you maintain that jury trials should still go on?
“It’s absurd,” a clerk said at the time.
The week following Heavican’s order, crowds of 10 to 40 people gathered, awaiting hearings on the second
floor of the courthouse.
Courthouse crowds became more sparse as presiding judges of a few counties, including Douglas, imposed
more restrictions than the chief justice had, delaying jury trials and encouraging attorneys and litigants to
either delay hearings or appear by video or teleconference.
Even so, the Douglas County Courthouse, while quiet by normal standards, has been brimming with dozens
of attorneys, litigants, clerks, sheriff’s deputies and security personnel who have to check all courthouse-
goers. (Employees are waved through but typically come within a few feet of personnel.)
Kleine said a team of five prosecutors who didn’t have contact with the deputy county attorney will work
out of the department’s civil division in the Civic Center building. Juvenile court prosecutors also shouldn’t
be affected. The deputy county attorney who has the virus is a felony prosecutor.
Attorneys in the County Attorney’s Office already were working remotely when possible. Certain functions
such as charging decisions require a prosecutor to be present, Kleine said.
Kleine’s office is near the prosecutor’s. However, Kleine said, he doesn’t think he had contact with him in
those two weeks.
“It’s important for us to do our jobs — we’re public servants,” Kleine said. “But obviously the whole idea is
we need to stop this virus from spreading.”
Douglas County Public Defender Tom Riley said his attorneys understandably had been a bit tense over the
past two weeks as they’ve dealt with clients and courthouse regulars, amid concerns about the virus. Then
came Monday.
After reports of the positive test, Riley sent an email to county health authorities noting that his attorneys
had “regular contact” with the prosecutor, “appeared in court with him and shared the same crowded
elevators.”
He closed his office Monday afternoon and sent attorneys to work from home. While a dozen attorneys
had contact with the prosecutor, Riley said he doesn’t think the prosecutor stepped foot in the public
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defender’s office during the two weeks.
Riley said Monday evening that he was deciding whether to request a prolonged closure and a deep-
cleaning. The dozen public defenders who had contact with the prosecutor will quarantine at home for the
next two weeks.
“I’m getting frazzled,” said Riley, an attorney for four decades. “I’ve got a lot of young lawyers who have
little kids at home and have parents in my age group. In some cases, their mom or dad lives with them. …
“I have a bunch of people who have been pretty calm until this morning. Now their hair’s on fire.”
By Todd Cooper
 


Seward Co Independent: Tuesday, March 31: District confirms first case of COVID-19
 
York man tests positive for virus after travel
As of Monday, March 30, Four Corners Health Department has confirmed its first case of COVID-19. A man
in his 50s in York County has tested positive for the virus. This case has been determined by Four Corners
to be travel-related.
Four Corners covers York, Seward, Butler and Polk counties.
The man has minor symptoms and is currently self-isolating at home. He has had minimal contact with
others and is considered a low-risk to the community.
To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, everyone should do the following:


·         Wash your hands often
·         Avoid close contact
·         Stay home if sick
·         Cover coughs and sneezes
·         Clean and disinfect
·         Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth


As a reminder, Directed Health Measures have been issued for Butler, Polk, Seward and York counties
through May 6. For a copy of the Directed Health Measures, visit www.fourcorners.ne.gov. For questions,
contact the Four Corners Health Department at (402) 362-2621.
Ricketts not planning stay-at-home order
Gov. Pete Ricketts signed a major disaster declaration request that was submitted to FEMA Region VII to be
forwarded to President Donald Trump for his approval. The federal declaration would allow for Individual
Assistance and Public Assistance to help Nebraska respond to the COVID-19 disaster.
Ricketts has not issued a stay-at-home order nor does he plan to issue one. There are directed healthcare
measures for 18 counties, including Seward, that people should refer to that impose an enforceable limit of
10 or fewer people at public gatherings.
However, there is no essential staffing list maintained by the State of Nebraska for people who have jobs to
perform. Individuals leaving their homes in order to perform an activity or function for their jobs DO
NOT need to carry or present any letter, identification card or other paper proving that they are allowed to
leave their home.
Area businesses may be eligible for loans
In a matter of a few days, some business owners and employees have seen their worlds flip completely
upside down.
The threat of the coronavirus has prompted business models to shifts, some to shut down and others to
layoff employees.
In response, the federal government and Small Business Association are offering some relief.
Zane Francescato, development director for the Seward County Chamber and Development Partnership,
said Nebraska was declared an economic disaster area March 20, which allows small and medium-size
businesses to apply for low-interest or forgivable loans to help them get through this financial rough patch.
Details and applications are available at sba.gov/disaster. Users need to fill out some PDF forms, then
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upload them to an online portal.
Francescato said additional “bridge” loans from the SBA will be available for financial institutions for up to
$25,000. Additional information is still coming about those.
He said employers should keep up to date on unemployment and short-time compensation requirements.
“If businesses have to do mass layoffs, a service businesses can offer their employees is to help them file
for unemployment if it comes to that point,” Francescato said. “We sure hope it doesn't.”
The U.S. Senate passed the CARES Act last week that will provide $86 million in COVID-19 response money
from the legislature. The House of Representatives passed it the following day.
Sarah Skinner, constituent services representative for U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer, shared Fischer's stance on the
bill March 25.
“This is a national crisis, and it requires a national response,” she said.
The CARES Act will provide funding for the following highlights:
• respirators for health care workers and first responders;
• recovery assistance checks of $1,200 to eligible individuals;
• benefits for livestock producers and those in the agricultural sector who are seeing depressed prices;
• grants and loans for small and medium businesses to keep employees on the payroll, help with debt
obligations and pay benefits
Jonathan Jank, president and CEO of SCCDP, said Partnership employees began working from home March
30, but have forwarded office calls to their cell phones. They are still available to help connect both
member and non-member businesses to resources.
“Member or not, please feel free to reach out to us for support during this time,” Jank said.
Many of those resources are posted on SCCDP's website, www.cultivatesewardcounty.com.
“All of these business resources are free and available to the public. Those needing help with cash flow or
people who have been let go, reach out to us,” Jank said. “We're problem solving with each business based
on their individual needs.”
He said businesses need to communicate honestly right now with their vendors, creditors, suppliers and
others who may also be impacted.
Owners and managers should maintain records of their costs and losses related to COVID-19.
Most importantly, Jank said, local residents can still order online, call to place pick-up orders and support
their local businesses as much as possible.
 


Scottsbluff SH: Ricketts announces Panhandle counties now included in State’s Directed Health
Measure
 
LINCOLN – On Monday, March 30, Governor Pete Ricketts announced that the state’s fifth COVID-19
related Directed Health Measure (DHM) includes Banner, Box Butte, Cheyenne, Dawes, Deuel, Garden,
Grant, Kimball, Morrill, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, and Sioux counties. It will be in effect until May 11 unless
renewed.
The first DHM, issued on March 18, applies to Cass, Douglas, and Sarpy counties and is in effect until at
least April 30.
The second DHM, issued on March 25, applies to Dodge, Lancaster, Saunders, and Washington counties
and is in effect until at least May 6.
The third DHM, issued on March 28th, applies to Butler, Hall, Hamilton, Merrick, Polk, Seward, and York
counties and is in effect until May 6th unless renewed.
The fourth DHM, issued on March 29, applies to Burt, Cuming, Madison, and Stanton counties and is in
effect until May 6 unless renewed.
The fifth DHM, issued on March 30th, applies to Banner, Box Butte, Cheyenne, Dawes, Deuel, Garden,
Grant, Kimball, Morrill, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, and Sioux counties and is in effect until May 11 unless
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renewed.
The DHM and quarantine directions covering all of these counties can be found by clicking here.
The DHM imposes an enforceable limit on public gatherings. Among other steps, the DHM requires
restaurants and bars in these areas to close their dining areas immediately and move to takeout service,
delivery, and/or curbside service only until further notice. Additionally, schools in these areas are directed
to operate without students in their buildings. This restriction does not apply to school staff working in
school buildings. It also does not apply to daycares that may be operated at a school per the Governor’s
executive order regarding childcare, which you can access by clicking here.
Counties other than those noted above remain under the guidance issued March 18th by the Governor’s
Office. You can find it by clicking here. If further community transmission cases of COVID-19 occur in other
regions of the state, the Governor will announce DHMs covering the additional regions.
In addition to the DHMs issued by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, Douglas
County Public Health Director Dr. Adi M. Pour has issued an order covering Douglas County from March 18,
2020 through April 30, 2020. Full details of the order can be found on the Douglas County Health
Department website (douglascountyhealth.com) or by clicking here.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department also issued a DHM, which can be found by clicking
here. The order lasts until May 6, 2020.
Furthermore, the Sarpy/Cass Health Department issued a DHM, which can be found by clicking here. The
order lasts until April 30, 2020.
UNDERSTANDING THE STATE’S DIRECTED HEALTH MEASURE
Who does the Directed Health Measure apply to?
It applies to places such as theaters, churches, houses of worship, gyms, social clubs, salons, and social
gatherings, including weddings, funerals, concerts, and athletic events. This is not an exhaustive list, but
illustrates the types of locations the DHM applies to.
Do I need to shut down my bar or restaurant?
At bars and restaurants, it applies to patrons, not to your workforce. Restaurants and bars are encouraged
to ask their patrons if they can prepare their order for takeout upon arrival. Restaurants will play a key part
in feeding people throughout the pandemic.
Do I need to shut down my daycare?
No. DHHS has issued new guidance that daycares need to follow. You can find it by clicking here.
Do I need to shut down my office?
No. The Directed Health Measure does not apply to places such as office buildings, grocery stores,
pharmacies, hospitals, nursing homes, correctional facilities, court houses, court rooms, banks, car
dealerships, auto repair shops, nursing homes, long-term care facilities, small shops, golf courses, big box
stores, gas stations, convenience stores, shopping malls, manufacturing facilities, packing facilities,
construction jobs, and other traditional office settings. This is not an exhaustive list, but illustrates the
types of locations the DHM does not apply to.
Furthermore, we do not expect these facilities to be impacted by additional limits at this time.
Do I need to cancel a wedding or a funeral?
Weddings and funerals are also subject to the 10-person limit. Event planners and facilities are encouraged
to be flexible with people who are rearranging their plans.
 


OWH: 30 Nebraska counties under tighter restrictions
 
Thirty of Nebraska's 93 counties are now under Directed Health Measures imposed by Gov. Pete Ricketts.
The measures require that bars and restaurants close, but permit the sale of meals and alcoholic beverages
to go. The order imposes enforceable limits on public gatherings to no more than 10 people and requires
that schools provide remote learning. Weddings and funerals must comply with the order.
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The limit on gatherings does not apply to:
·         Office buildings
·         Grocery stores
·         Pharmacies
·         Hospitals
·         Nursing homes
·         Jails
·         Courtrooms
·         Banks
·         Car dealerships
·         Auto repair shops
·         Long-term care facilities
·         Small shops
·         Golf courses
·         Big-box stores
·         Gas stations
·         Convenience stores
·         Shopping malls
·         Manufacturing facilities


Packing facilities
·         Construction jobs
·         Other traditional businesses


The newest counties to be placed under the order are: Sioux, Scotts Bluff, Banner, Kimball, Dawes, Box
Butte, Morrill, Cheyenne, Sheridan, Garden, Duel and Grant. The order for these counties extends to May
11.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: New health directives to take effect in Sarpy, Cass Counties; 5 community spread cases
reported
 
Beginning Tuesday, a health directive in Sarpy and Cass Counties will require a 6-foot distance between
people at gatherings or businesses to help prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus.
If a 6-foot distance can’t be maintained, then businesses — including tattoo parlors, massage therapy
businesses, barber shops and beauty and nail salons — must close.
The order by the Sarpy/Cass Health Department will go into effect at 12:01 a.m. Tuesday and last until April
30, unless changed by officials.
Affected businesses could remain open to sell products, said Sarpy County spokeswoman Megan
Stubenhofer-Barrett. But many won’t be able to provide their primary services.
“There’s no way to wash someone’s hair from 6 feet away,” she said. “There’s no way to get a tattoo from
6 feet away.”
Parts of the order match directives issued in Douglas County and by Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts that
prohibit most gatherings of 10 or more people. That includes places like gyms and day cares as well as
events such as weddings and funerals.
“While we understand the hardship these restrictions put on dedicated, hardworking service professionals
in our community, this is the right decision to help slow the spread of the virus,” said Sarpy County Board
Chairman Don Kelly. “We highly encourage businesses to shut down as soon as possible, as we will begin
enforcing this on Tuesday.”
If a venue is subdivided by physical walls or “sufficient airspace,” each area may contain 10 people, the
order states.
Sarpy County reported two more cases of the novel coronavirus Sunday evening, bringing the county’s
total to 13.
Those two cases are people in their 30s and 40s, according to a county spokeswoman.







Sarah Schram, director of the Sarpy/Cass Health Department, said during a press conference Tuesday that
those two cases bring the department’s jurisdictional total to 15 cases — five of which have been deemed
community spread cases.
As of Sunday evening, the Sarpy/Cass Health Department had tested 242 people in Sarpy County and 32 in
Cass.
Bellevue Mayor Rusty Hike on Tuesday commended people for following guidelines to stay at home and
social distance from one another.
“We need participation from all our citizens,” Hike said.
By Reece Ristau
 


OWH: Temporary surge tent at Nebraska Medical Center just one of the ways hospitals
prepare for virus
 
It’s not unusual to hear helicopters overhead outside the Nebraska Medical Center’s emergency room
entrance near 43rd Street and Dewey Avenue.
On Monday, however, the scene got another element straight from the archives of the television show
“M*A*S*H” — a big green tent that will provide temporary surge capacity, if needed, for patients who
arrive with symptoms of COVID-19.
Dr. Michael Wadman, an emergency room physician with Nebraska Medicine, said the tent will provide
additional space where health care workers can see patients with respiratory symptoms separately from
those visiting the emergency room for other reasons. Many of those patients are vulnerable because of
other health conditions.
The hospital already is using a space in the nearby Doctor’s Building South to see patients with symptoms
of the virus, including cough, fever and difficulty breathing. The tent, which probably won’t open for
business until next week, will offer additional room if needed.
“We’re hopeful we won’t need it for a large numbers of patients,” said Wadman, who also serves as
chairman of emergency medicine at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. “But when we need it, it
will be ready.”
Hospitals throughout the area are preparing overflow space and repurposing employees as they brace for
what experts predict will be a coming spike in cases of COVID-19, the novel coronavirus disease.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts repeated during his daily press conference Monday that the state could see a
peak of coronavirus cases in mid- to late April and encouraged Nebraskans to continue to prepare.
Local hospitals in mid-March opted to postpone and reschedule most nonessential surgeries and medical
procedures for 90 days in an effort to conserve medical supplies, prevent staff burnout and free up beds as
more coronavirus cases emerged in the state.
Nebraska Medicine previously relocated pediatric patients from the seventh floor of the hospital’s
University Tower in order to clear that space for additional coronavirus patients, if needed. By Monday, the
tower’s fifth floor had been converted to negative airflow to accommodate patients suspected of having
COVID-19. Patients in the hospital’s pediatric intensive care unit are being moved to the ninth floor of
Clarkson Tower to create additional space in University Tower.
Nebraska Medicine also is consolidating labor and delivery services at the midtown medical center. As of
April 4, all patients scheduled to deliver at the Bellevue Medical Center will deliver on the fourth floor of
University Tower instead. Labor and delivery staff also will move from the Bellevue hospital to the
Nebraska Medical Center. Affected patients have been notified of the change.
CHI Health, meanwhile, is working on a plan to set aside space at Midlands Hospital in Papillion and on the
sixth floor at St. Elizabeth Regional Medical Center in Lincoln.
Dr. Cliff Robertson, CHI’s chief executive, said the health system currently has plenty of capacity. The newly
designated areas most likely would be for use in special circumstances.
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“I hope it’s a plan that we put together and it just ends up being a big waste of time,” Robertson said.
CHI Health, he said, also can tap resources from across the health system’s larger network, CommonSpirit
Health, if needed.
The Methodist Health System is designating a respiratory floor or department at each of its hospitals to
care for patients who are under investigation for COVID-19 or have for the illness. Methodist Hospital has
designated 7 North and 6 North for that purpose. In addition to other steps, the health system has
established plans for using negative pressure rooms. It also has the ability to use preoperative and
postoperative rooms for additional capacity.
Methodist has created labor pools so officials can tap additional staff when needed and cross-train staff to
work in other areas. Supply teams are working to keep protective equipment stocked for staff. The health
system also has invested in UV light technology so it can disinfect protective N95 masks if needed.
Nebraska Medicine’s Wadman said most people with symptoms of COVID-19 will be able to care for
themselves at home. Some 80% or more of people with the illness will have mild symptoms. Those who are
concerned, however, should contact their health care provider to make arrangements before going to a
clinic.
All three large health systems in the Omaha area have help lines or web-based screening tools that allow
patients to be assessed and referred for testing if necessary.
“That’s the safest way to be assessed and tested,” Wadman said.
Those who arrive at the medical center’s emergency room in stable condition but with more serious
symptoms will be taken to the overflow clinic or, if it’s busy, the tent, he said.
Nebraska Medicine has a second tent it could erect on the patio in front of the nearby Munroe-Meyer
Institute if necessary.
The tent erected Monday is equipped with heating, cooling and Internet and can serve about eight patients
at a time. Patient areas are separated by dividers so those inside can adhere to guidelines for social
distancing. Patients with life-threatening symptoms will be seen in a designated area in the emergency
department.
By Julie Anderson
 


NCN: Panhandle placed under Directed Health Measure. What does that mean?
 
SIDNEY - Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts issued a Directed Health Measure for the Nebraska Panhandle
Monday afternoon, hours after the Panhandle Public Health District announced the COVID-19 case in
Scotts Bluff County was community spread - meaning someone is infected, but is unsure how or where
they became infected.
The measure for Banner, Box Butte, Cheyenne, Dawes, Deuel, Garden, Grant, Kimball, Morrill, Scotts Bluff,
Sheridan and Sioux Counties is in effect until May 11. Gov. Ricketts says the measure could be extended
past May 11. 
Public gatherings of more than ten people are prohibited and can now be enforced. Failure to comply with
the order will result in legal action, according to the measure. This is not an order to shutdown businesses. 
The restrictions include daycare facilities, salons, theaters, meeting and conference halls, libraries, gyms
and fitness centers. Weddings and funerals are also included.  
All restaurants and bars in the panhandle must close their dining areas, and move to takeout and delivery
only.
Elective surgeries and procedures are prohibited during the time period the health measure is in place. 
Nebraska has 153 confirmed cases of the COVID-19 virus, with three deaths - the most recent in Lincoln
County.
The case in Scotts Bluff County is the lone case in the panhandle.  
By Hunter Arterburn
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LJS: Lincoln County man is third Nebraskan to die from COVID-19
 
A third person in Nebraska has died from the coronavirus, the state Department of Health and Human
Services announced in a news release late Monday.
A Lincoln County man in his 90s with underlying health conditions died from COVID-19, the disease caused
by the coronavirus, bringing the state's death toll to three.
The DHHS also announced that Scotts Bluff County's first case, which was announced Sunday, was
community-spread.
First cases of COVID-19 were also reported in York, Kimball and Antelope counties, bringing the state's total
cases to 155.
 


OWH: Nebraska records third coronavirus death, a Lincoln County man in his 90s
 
A Lincoln County man in his 90s has become the third person in Nebraska to die from the coronavirus.
The man had underlying health issues, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services.
Nebraska's first two deaths involved a 59-year-old man from Omaha and a Hall County woman in her 60s.
Dr. Gary Anthone, chief medical officer for Nebraska, noted that older adults and people with serious
chronic medical conditions are at higher risk from the virus.
Public health officials have advised that people over the age of 60 shelter at home as much as possible and
stock up on supplies.
While older adults are especially vulnerable to serious illness from the virus, it has been hitting younger
people hard, too. On Monday, more than half of the new cases in Douglas County were for people under
the age of 50.
A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report has said 20% of those hospitalized for COVID-19 in the
U.S. were 20-44 years old.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Number of coronavirus cases in Nebraska jumps to 153; Douglas County cases reach 82
 
A jump in local cases has Douglas County officials warning that tougher measures are around the corner if
the public doesn’t take physical distancing more seriously.
On Monday, the Douglas County Health Department announced 16 new cases of the novel coronavirus
disease, or COVID-19. These bring Douglas County to 82 confirmed cases, and health officials warn there
are many others in the community who are undiagnosed.
Statewide, the number surged to 153 cases by Monday evening.
Among the new cases is a second employee of the City of Bellevue. The individual worked directly with the
city’s first employee who became ill. Bellevue officials have been in contact with other employees who
were potentially exposed.
“The public has to take COVID-19 seriously,” Douglas County Board of Health President Chris Rodgers said
in a statement Monday. “We hope the public acts now to stop the spread of this disease, or we can and
will take more strict measures to limit public activities.”
Rodgers said people need to stay home and avoid crowds.
More than half of the new Douglas County cases were people in their 20s and 30s, and only three involved
people in their 60s or older, according to the county. Five of the new cases are of unknown origin. The
others had contact with a known ill person or were possibly travel-related.
By Nancy Gaarder
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LJS: Travel exposure leads to 7 of Lincoln's 8 cases so far, officials say
 
Travel remains the predominant way Lincoln's eight confirmed patients contracted the coronavirus, interim
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director Pat Lopez said Monday.
The two newest patients — identified as a woman in her 40s and an older child — were both quarantined
after respective trips to major U.S. cities and symptoms reported several days later, Lopez said during a
news conference.
The child went on a family vacation to Washington, D.C., and New York City on March 6-14 and began
experiencing symptoms a week later, Lopez said. 
The other new patient, a woman in her 40s, was in Nashville, Tennessee, from March 12-15 and began
experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 three days after her return. She self-quarantined and is now in
isolation. 
The relatives and close contacts of both patients have self-quarantined, Lopez said. 
Of the city's eight confirmed cases, only one patient contracted the virus through community spread. 
He is the only person hospitalized and his condition has improved, Lopez said.
Seventeen tests taken in Lancaster County remain pending at the state's public health lab in Omaha, and
health department staff continue to monitor 113 people because of their travel or exposure to a known
patient, Lopez said. 
Three of the people tested by staff at Bryan Health's drive-thru clinic last week have tested positive for
COVID-19 and are among the eight cases confirmed in the county, said Bryan Medical Center CEO John
Woodrich.
Woodrich said that out of 244 people tested for COVID-19 last week at its drive-thru clinic, there have been
the three positives and 40 negatives, with 201 results still pending.
On Tuesday, CHI Health will launch its own drive-thru coronavirus testing site at Lincoln North Star High
School that prioritizes tests for health care workers, first responders, nursing home staff, correctional
center staff and the residents of group homes with vulnerable populations. 
Like the protocol at Bryan's drive-thru site, tests are only available to people with a doctor's order and an
appointment, CHI Health announced in a news release Monday.
Increased testing and ramped-up test analysis capacity will likely lead to reports of new confirmed COVID-
19 cases in the city on a daily basis, Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said.
She hopes people will not see that and think social distancing measures are not working. 
Rather, Gaylor Baird hopes people understand the rise in cases is part of the nature of an epidemic and the
goal is to keep cases from rising too much, too quickly and overwhelming the medical system here, she
said. 
"Let them serve as a reminder that we cannot let our guard down," the mayor said. 
By Matt Olberding and Riley Johnson
 


OWH: Big-box stores in Omaha appear to be implementing social distancing guidelines
 
A huge sign near the clothing displays greets shoppers at the Costco at 123rd Street and West Dodge Road.
Icons of two customers with carts and an arrow marking 6 feet are printed under huge red words, “SOCIAL
DISTANCING.”
Big-box stores such as Costco, Walmart and Menards appear to be trying to follow social distancing
guidelines. On Sunday, Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert called out those stores, plus Sam’s Club and Home
Depot, saying they all needed to get a handle on their crowds to reduce the risk of customers potentially
spreading the novel coronavirus.
Over the weekend, Stothert said, she drove past a Home Depot and a Walmart, which she said looked like







“madhouses.” She advised residents to go shopping only if they absolutely must.
Christina Cornell, a spokeswoman for Home Depot, said company representatives have contacted the
Mayor’s Office in order to talk about her concerns and talk about what the store has done proactively.
Cornell said some Home Depot stores in cities like Atlanta or Minneapolis are setting limits of 100
customers inside at a time, but that rule isn’t happening in Omaha stores yet. Company leaders are looking
at the possibility of limiting customers in the future, she said, which would be based on a number of
factors.
Omaha Home Depot stores have signs and announcements reminding shoppers about social distancing,
have floor markers near checkout lines to mark 6 feet and have assigned a “social distancing captain” at
each store to make sure people don’t congregate too closely.
She said Home Depot wants to continue to be open as a resource for important supplies, like tools and
inventory to fix a refrigerator or air-conditioning unit.
“We really are remaining open as an essential retailer so that people don’t feel cut off from supplies that
are needed in their businesses and their homes,” Cornell said.
Local managers of the giant stores were hesitant to talk to a World-Herald reporter about steps they have
taken to limit crowds and referred the reporter to their company’s corporate media contacts.
A manager at the Menards at 120th Street and West Dodge Road said only that the store has put X’s on the
floor near the checkout lines.
“There’s X’s marked all over the place,” he said. “We’re doing all we can for social distancing.”
A manager at the Costco at 123rd and West Dodge said the store was allowing “125 people in every 15
minutes.” He declined to clarify whether it was one person in, one person out when the limit was reached,
but said the doors are shut if the number of people inside hits 125.
Monday morning, Costco employees counted shoppers as they entered, and some had to wait at least 10
minutes before they could go in. Shoppers waited in line outside about 6 feet away from each other.
A person with Costco’s corporate communications office did not specifically respond to a reporter’s
questions, instead directing the reporter to the company website.
“Costco is following CDC recommendations to minimize risk to our members and our employees,”
according to the website, which was updated Saturday. “We respectfully ask our members to use social
distancing guidelines while shopping in our warehouses by allowing at least 6 feet of space between each
person.”
Home Depot is also closing stores at 6 p.m. so workers have more time to restock shelves and clean.
Cornell said its stores are cleaned more often and workers are disinfecting high-touch areas such as self-
checkouts, door handles and bathrooms.
Representatives from Walmart, which also runs Sam’s Club, did not immediately respond to requests for
information.
By Alia Conley
 


OWH: Wi-Fi's time to shine: Internet usage at home cranks up as people stay put
 
The grade schooler has an early morning video session with her class on Zoom.
The high school sophomore has a Zoom meeting, too.
And the high school senior, also on Zoom.
Dad and Mom are working from home on their laptops.
Disney Plus was streaming in the background earlier.
Welcome to the new morning routine, brought to you by the Internet.
As work scatters remotely and schools switch to e-learning, Internet use around the country has swiftly
shifted to a heavy daytime reliance on home networks. Suddenly, we’re calling on our Wi-Fi like never
before.







If you’re seeing a slowdown, don’t be surprised — work laptops, school devices, cellphones with Wi-Fi, TVs
with streaming video, even smart home devices and video doorbells are all tapping into modem capacity.
Ookla, a national company that measures Internet speeds, estimates that Douglas County’s average
download speeds are down 10% from earlier this month.
But Cox Communications says its network is well within capacity even as Internet traffic increases.
Calli Hite, senior manager for public affairs with Cox, said typical Internet traffic has shifted from businesses
to a broader part of the Omaha area.
“We’re experiencing higher levels,” Hite said. “But things are working smoothly from a Cox perspective.”
CenturyLink says its system is operating normally, too. The company said home Wi-Fi and broadband
networks are experiencing tremendous pressure as families simultaneously connect, with its Internet
traffic globally up 35%.
Both providers also have implemented changes to help customers.
They have signed on to the Federal Communication Commission’s Keep America Connected effort —
agreeing not to terminate service for the time being for customers affected by the pandemic, waiving late
fees and suspending data limits.
Cox has increased speeds on several home Internet packages through May 15 and is offering 60 days of
Internet free to low-income families.
The Nebraska Public Service Commission also is responding.
The agency has set aside $1 million to reimburse Internet carriers for providing broadband service so
students in low-income families can access online classes.
The grants will apply to new lines of service for low-income families added after March 15 and continuing
through the end of May.
Crystal Rhoades, a commission member from Omaha, said the commission wants to do everything it can to
protect people’s Internet service and increase availability for those who couldn’t afford it, especially as
schools and unemployment claims go online.
“We’re trying to help,” she said.
If you’re having problems with Internet speed, you can perform some basic Wi-Fi housekeeping to try to
improve it, said Adriane Blum, head of communications for Ookla.
First, make sure your Wi-Fi router is up to date, which might mean getting a new one, Blum said.
Otherwise, make sure you ‘re working near your Wi-Fi router, she said. If your router is in the basement
and you’re trying to work upstairs, move it to the floor with the most activity.
Blum also suggested some bargaining among family members to regulate Internet access, particularly if
someone has an important online meeting. Don’t assume you can access everything you want without any
effect on your speeds, she said.
Other suggestions from Cox:


·         Position your modem away from refrigerators, microwaves, baby monitors and other devices that
emit electronic radiation.


·         Keep your modem away from Bluetooth devices, which might operate on the same frequency.
·         Avoid mirrors and reflective objects that can deflect router signals. Keep the router away from fish


tanks that can obstruct and soak up signals.
·         Watch for furniture, doors and thick surfaces like concrete that can obstruct the signals. Elevate


the modem on a shelf or tall furniture.
·         Password protect your Wi-Fi so others aren’t using your signal.


By Jeffrey Robb
 


The Farmer: COVID-19 challenges rural hospitals and health care
 
While some rural towns and neighborhoods might be tempted to believe they are isolated from the COVID-
19 pandemic, there are two converging facts that make rural areas more susceptible to the most







frightening aspects of the virus spread.
The average age in rural areas of the U.S. is often more than 60 years old — perhaps the most vulnerable
demographic to the worst symptoms of the virus — and rural hospitals generally are smaller and lack the
capacity for a huge influx of patients needing intensive care facilities and health care at the same time.
There are many unknowns as the outbreak spreads. How many people will be infected? How many
providers could be needed? What will the demand be for intensive care and ventilators? While the health
care industry grapples with these questions, rural health officials, in particular, are concerned.
“More than half the counties in America have no intensive care beds, posting a particular danger for the
millions of people who are 60 and up — older patients who face the highest risk of serious illness or death
from the rapid spread of COVID-19,” says John Roberts, executive director, Nebraska Rural Health
Association.
“In Nebraska, roughly 25% of counties have no hospital, let alone intensive care unit beds. Rural Nebraska
hospitals have plans in place to transfer cases they can’t handle to other facilities, though some patients
may be too ill to risk the move.”
Roberts also is concerned that if one or two nurses or doctors need to be quarantined because of COVID-
19 in rural communities, this will heavily affect the ability of the local health care system to treat patients
and combat the virus.
“To be sure, rural hospitals are not as equipped as larger hospital systems to handle the most serious
COVID-19 cases,” he says. “Many are not outfitted with ICUs or enough doctors and staff to handle
multiple intensive care patients. That means they have to transfer those patients to larger hospitals.”
Rural hospitals are required to have emergency operating plans in the event of a crisis. More than 90% of
the hospitals in the U.S. use some form of the Hospital Incident Command System, which helps hospitals
and health care professionals prepare for and react to disasters by establishing a clear chain of command.
“Nebraska has a high level of cooperation between providers, which is essential during this COVID-19
outbreak,” Roberts adds.
Because of a combination of steep policy pressures and economic challenges, rural hospitals have had
tough times over the past decade. “Nationally, more than 120 rural hospitals have been forced to close
over the past decade,” Roberts says. “Nebraska had only one hospital close during this same time period,
but many hospitals in rural Nebraska are struggling with low or quickly declining operating margins.”
The most recent data, Roberts says, shows that 39 out of the 71 rural hospitals in Nebraska have a 2% or
less operating margin. Twenty-nine rural hospitals in the state operated in 2018 with a negative operating
margin, and 22 of those have -3% or worse operating margin.
“So, the added financial hit from the coronavirus outbreak could be the final straw for many rural
hospitals,” Roberts notes.
That said, telemedicine available today is sure to help in the fight against COVID-19, especially in rural
areas. In Nebraska, the telehealth network is a collaboration of more than 110 sites — including hospitals,
health departments, mental health centers, physician offices and rural health clinics — with the purpose of
using video technology to extend health care resources to those in need.
“Recently, the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services announced it was broadening access to
telehealth services for Medicare, which is the federal health insurance program for individuals over 65,”
Roberts says.
Rural hospitals have a crucial role to play in the outbreak, Roberts says. “Rural facilities could be places for
initial triage or eventual recovery care,” he says. “I could argue that critical access hospitals in the state
could be leveraged to keep potential COVID-19 cases out of the major hospitals.”
By Curt Arens
 


KMTV: Pilot program to extend grocery deliveries to SNAP participants
 







OMAHA, Neb. (KMTV) — As early as April 1, Nebraskans enrolled in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) may be able to order groceries online and have them delivered to their door thanks to a
new pilot program.
On Monday, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) released a statement saying
the United States Department of Agriculture has chosen Nebraska to be part of the pilot program as part of
the 2014 Farm Bill.
Amid the coronavirus pandemic, Nebraska Director of Children and Family Services Stephanie Beasley
praised it, saying it couldn't have come at a better time.
“A natural response to getting groceries, while also practicing social distancing and self-quarantining, is to
order online and get groceries delivered. Before, Nebraskans who relied on EBT to get their groceries had
no option but to go to a brick and mortar store. Now they can help flatten the curve and order groceries
delivered from home.”
Currently, eight retailers are authorized to participate in the program including:


·         Amazon
·         Dash’s Market
·         FreshDirect
·         Hy-Vee
·         Safeway
·         ShopRite
·         Walmart
·         Wright’s Markets


Of those eight, only Walmart and Amazon are "qualified retailers that will be able to handle SNAP
purchases online in Nebraska."
Two Walmart stores will participate initially. One in Norfolk and one in South Sioux City.
Amazon will be able to deliver state-wide when the program starts.
DHHS says the program will also be of service to people who may have a tough time getting to brick-and-
mortar stores for groceries.
By Matthew Haave
 


LJS: Write-in candidate enters District 1 legislative race
 
Mike Powers of Palmyra announced Monday that he will be a write-in candidate for the District 1 seat in
the Legislature, joining three Republicans as the only Democratic candidate in the nonpartisan race.
Voters "deserve a choice," the manufacturing drafter and former school board member said.
Powers was a candidate for the legislative seat in 2000 and 2004.
If elected, he said, he would support local property tax reduction delivered through increased state aid to
schools.
"If the state provided more aid to schools, then schools could lower their tax asking and thus lower
property taxes," Powers said. "Land values, fueled by outside investment, have risen too steeply and
crashed the school aid formula."
Sen. Julie Slama of Peru, Janet Palmtag of Syracuse and Dennis Schaardt of Steinauer are District 1
candidates who will be listed on the primary election ballot. 
District 1 is composed of five counties in the southeastern corner of the state. 
By Don Walton
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska's state, local officials have shown strong leadership in this crisis
 
When a crisis strikes, it’s vital to have capable leaders to guide a state or city forward. Nebraska and
Omaha are fortunate that our leaders, drawing on advice from medical and public health experts, have







risen to the occasion in responding to the coronavirus emergency.
Through their actions and public statements, leaders such as Gov. Pete Ricketts and Omaha Mayor Jean
Stothert have kept their eye on the key considerations. They have shown a well-informed understanding of
issues and explained matters clearly.
As a result, they have given the public confidence that important decisions are being handled with the
needed deliberation and strong input from Nebraskans with expertise in medical issues and public health
management.
To those who claim the concern over the virus is a mere hoax, Ricketts and Stothert have made clear that
we’re facing a serious public health crisis. As Stothert has observed, “The enemy here is the virus, not each
other. We are at our best when crises are not politicized.”
Indeed, to acknowledge the capable performance of these officials doesn’t mean any Nebraskan is
obligated to have blanket agreement with them on all issues; there’s always room for legitimate
disagreement. But this crisis has underscored the important point that not everything has to be about
politics and partisan hostility. Some situations rise to an entirely different level, requiring all of us to work
together in good faith beyond bounds of political affiliation.
Ricketts has aptly phrased the state government’s relationship to the federal government in a situation
such as this: “locally executed, state managed, federally supported.” In this emergency, state and local
officials need to be the key decision-makers on strengthening or relaxing restrictions, since they are best
able to understand the facts on the ground and communities’ specific circumstances.
Nebraska is fortunate that the University of Nebraska Medical Center has particular experience in
appropriate responses to highly infectious diseases. Adi Pour, the director of the Douglas County Health
Department, has been impressive in leading a coordinated local response. Nebraska’s relative success so
far is due in great measure, too, to the resolve of our medical community and a wide range of other
professions.
We’re only in the early phase of this crisis, unfortunately, with many challenges and decisions ahead. Big
uncertainties remain, and the economic fallout is troubling. At the moment, a pre-eminent need is a major
expansion in testing, on which many subsequent decisions will depend.
Our leaders can help greatly in coming weeks if they continue the responsible, data-driven approach
they’ve taken thus far.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Medical professionals are coordinating care in wake of the crisis
 
The writer is chief operating officer of Kubat Pharmacy.
I recently joined the team at Kubat Pharmacy as a co-owner and chief operating officer and, given the
manner in which the COVID-19 situation has accelerated over the last several weeks, this was arguably one
of the most angst-inducing and chaotic periods one could imagine being thrust into the health care
industry. The rapid progression of the global response to this unprecedented challenge has obviously
disrupted life in dramatic ways that will echo for years to come.
In the midst of this uncertainty I have one notable observation I would like to share and one request I
would put forth for my fellow citizens.
Regarding my one observation, I have been absolutely stunned by the grace, courage and selflessness
evident among health care professionals across the board. Through my perspective at Kubat Pharmacy, I
have witnessed numerous health care professionals working tirelessly with humility, skill and compassion in
order to continue serving their fellow community members.
Pharmacies and pharmacists everywhere help to coordinate care and interact with a number of
professionals across the health care continuum such as physicians, nurses and respiratory therapists in
addition to the broad spectrum of support staff that are often overlooked. Many of these professionals
cannot simply self-isolate, as their jobs often depend on helping others in a hands-on capacity.







In short, if they do not do the job, the job does not get done. To witness this firsthand is truly an exhibit in
the more noble traits of our character that rarely have an opportunity to surface in such a profound
manner.
Related to my one request, I would ask all of us to be mindful of the fact that as this crisis continues — and
hopefully trends toward resolution — the pressure on health care workers will continue to rise. Resources
will continue to be taxed, and access to care will likely not be as timely or as personalized as we are
accustomed to receiving.
Even independent pharmacies, long known for their superior customer service and patient care, have had
to adjust daily operations and minimize public contact to ensure the safety of both workers and patients.
Nevertheless, as we go forward together and enter the next phase of the battle against the coronavirus,
please know that your community pharmacies are prepared to coordinate specific health care, drug and
immunization regimens that will be major factors in returning to a sense of normalcy.
By Steve Bullock
 


LJS Local View: History offers pandemic perspectives
 
Perspective helps.
When facing an individual or a societal challenge, humans crave perspective to frame the issue. An
important source of perspective in a difficult time is history, the story of the human past.
Today, history offers us much to contemplate when addressing plagues and pandemics. Stories of these
medical disasters are found throughout the writings of ancient chroniclers in every civilization.
In the late Middle Ages, repeated scourges of the bubonic plague spread across Europe, carried by fleas
that infested the ubiquitous rats. Historians have estimated that a third of Europe’s people died as a result
of that “Black Death” in the 14th century.
It is impossible to image the terror experienced by the people of that time as friends and family succumbed
to a mysterious and horrible illness. For a hair-raising account read Edmund Rutherford’s 1997 historic
novel “Sarum,” in which medieval families flee the plague-ridden English city to shelter in militarized
countryside redoubts.
There is no fiction in the tragic record of the destruction of the indigenous peoples of the Americas, as they
contracted the pathogens introduced by the arriving Europeans.
Flu, measles and especially smallpox destroyed whole bands and villages. Some accounts estimate that
50%, and perhaps more, of the original inhabitants of what is now the United States died from these
diseases.
To cite one example, the United States Commissioner of Indian Affairs estimated that 17,200 tribal people
living in the area of the Upper Missouri River (today’s North Dakota and Montana), died of the smallpox
when it spread across the nation in 1837-1838.
The suffering was not restricted to Natives, of course, as malaria and strains of the flu were regularly
contracted by Euro-Americans throughout the states.
The feared Yellow Fever appeared again and again in American cities including Washington, D.C., and
Philadelphia, and drove the citizens of New Orleans fleeing for their lives on more than one occasion.
The generation of our great-grandparents lost millions worldwide to a vicious flu that followed on the heels
of World War I. In my own youth, periodic polio outbreaks led to closures and cancelled summer vacations.
Over the course of the centuries, the Earth’s peoples have suffered these plagues and pandemics, their
unease, even terror, heightened by not knowing the actual cause of what they were experiencing or how
the illnesses were spread.
In the light of this history, we can better appreciate the advances in medical science, the committed health
professionals and the communications systems which are providing us with facts and proven protective
actions. We are facing a difficult time today, but we can find in the long course of human history a







perspective that encourages us to act in ways that are positive, effective and hopeful.
Michael J. Smith is the retired director and CEO of History Nebraska.
 


LJS: Fischer, Ricketts helped get them home
 
We are five Nebraskans who recently returned from a trip to Morocco – not exactly in the way we had
anticipated. Near the end of our trip, Morocco suddenly closed its borders to all international travel, in or
out. We spent some anxious days scrambling to find some way to get back home, until the U.S. arranged
evacuation flights out.
There were a number of media articles about American travelers stranded abroad, particularly in Peru and
Morocco, expressing frustration and dissatisfaction with the lack of attention, information or response
from the U.S. to the situation. We shared many of those frustrations, as we watched evacuation flights
provided by various European Union countries for their citizens.
That said, we are home now and want to provide credit where it’s due. From Morocco, we were in
constant touch with staff in both Sen. Deb Fischer’s and Gov. Pete Ricketts' offices. These officials were
very proactive in communicating concerns about stranded Nebraskans to the White House and State
Department, advocacy that was crucial in prompting action.
Eventually, consular staff in Morocco organized an evacuation effort out of Marrakesh, manned by young
staffers who volunteered to conduct the process at the airport. It was masterful – well organized, efficient,
smooth and friendly – supporting us through London and back to Chicago.
We don’t know how to thank them all in person, but at least want to express our appreciation publicly in
the local forum.
Pamela Griffin, Omaha
Jean Ann Ballinger, Omaha
Ward Peters, Omaha
Catherine and Terry Ferguson, Omaha
 


LJS: Raise for Frakes is slap in face
 
In the middle of a full-blown pandemic, Scott Frakes gets a $60,000 raise. So now he makes a quarter of a
million dollars a year, at a time you would think Gov. Pete Ricketts would want to conserve tax payers
money.
Never mind the fact Frakes is the director of the second-most-overcrowded and broken prison system in
the United States. The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services has been and is in a crisis, and yet
our faithful leader is giving a raise to the person at the root of it all.
If this doesn’t speak volumes as to why our prison system is so broken, I don’t know what does. This is a
slap in the face to all Nebraskans. I encourage all Nebraskans to voice your opinion on such irresponsible
tax money spending.
Albert Hauser, Lincoln
 


AP: Coronavirus response highlights deepening partisan divide
 
NEW YORK (AP) — In Los Angeles, Mayor Eric Garcetti has instituted a shutdown on a city of nearly 4
million people and threatened uncooperative business owners with power shutoffs and arrest.
In Mississippi, home to nearly 3 million people, Gov. Tate Reeves has allowed most businesses to stay open
— even restaurants, so long as they serve no more than 10 people at a time.
The divergent approaches are evidence that not even a global pandemic can bridge the gaping political
divisions of the Trump era. The fierce tribalism that has characterized debates over immigration, taxes and
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health care is now coloring policy-making during a coronavirus outbreak that threatens countless lives and
local economies across nation.
There are exceptions, but Republican leaders have been far more likely to resist the most aggressive social
distancing measures, emboldened by President Donald Trump's initial rosy outlook and a smaller early
caseload in their more rural communities across middle America. But in the more crowded population
centers on the East and West coasts where the disease first appeared, the Democrats in charge have been
more willing to embrace strict steps such as curfews, sweeping business closures and law enforcement
assistance.
“This epidemic has been a window into our politics," said Larry Levitt, who leads health policy for the Kaiser
Family Foundation, which has been tracking responses. “Particularly over the past couple of weeks, a
political divide has emerged.”
It is an election year divide that could have deadly consequences.
As his campaign struggles for attention, leading Democratic presidential contender Joe Biden has called for
a nationwide lockdown to replace the patchwork of local responses, which have varied even among
neighboring communities in the same states. Trump, meanwhile, is largely allowing local officials to choose
their own course and has encouraged them to compete for scant federal resources.
Politically, the strategy may be working for the first-term Republican president. With the election seven
months away, Trump's favorable ratings are ticking up, even if his numbers have fallen short of past
presidents during times of crisis. Yet the GOP's loyalty will almost certainly be tested in the weeks ahead as
the virus spreads from the blue-state coastal communities deeper into red-state middle America.
Democrats like Garcetti fear the politics that are shaping conflicting pandemic responses will have real-
world consequences far more important than the next election.
“I do worry that making this a partisan issue will kill more people in redder states,” the Los Angeles mayor
said in an interview. “There is no way to keep this out of your city.”
In Mississippi, Reeves has adopted many social distancing measures such as limiting groups to 10 people,
even if he's resisted some of the most aggressive steps. In an interview late last week, the Republican
governor reiterated his opposition to a stay-at-home order, adding that he's heeding the guidance of state
health officials and Vice President Mike Pence himself, who told him directly during a recent conversation
that the Trump administration is not recommending a blanket shutdown.
Reeves dismissed those who think he's not doing enough as enemies of Trump who “don’t like the fact that
I’m a conservative and I’m willing to pray.”
He warned that extended social distancing orders could cause a more dangerous fallout than the pandemic
by destroying the nation's economy.
“I don’t think there’s any doubt that if the United States found themselves in a severe depression with 20%
to 30% unemployment that the abject poverty that could create could lead to more health problems than
this particular virus is causing,” Reeves said.
He added: “One size doesn't fit all in this country."
No nation has more documented cases of the deadly virus than the United States, which surpassed
143,000 total infections and 2,400 related deaths as of Monday morning. Yet Trump's coronavirus task
force coordinator, Dr. Deborah Birx, reported Monday that the nation has perhaps only seen roughly 1% or
2% of the total number of deaths expected in a best-case scenario.
“If we do things together well, almost perfectly, we could get in the range of 100,000 to 200,000 fatalities,"
Birx said Monday on NBC's “Today.”
But she warned that every part of the country isn't perfectly responding “in a uniform way to protect one
another.”
“Cities that don’t social distance, that don’t stay at home, that believe you can have social interactions, that
believe you can have gatherings at homes of 20 and 10 people even, that is going to spread the virus even
if everyone looks well,” Birx said.
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The partisan divide in infections and responses is difficult to ignore.
Fifteen of the 21 states that have issued statewide stay-at-home orders so far are led by Democratic
governors, according to Kaiser. The Republican-led holdouts include Florida, where Gov. Ron DeSantis has
so far agreed with Trump's preference for a more incremental approach in the premier swing state,
suggesting that restrictive measures be put in place only in the hardest-hit counties.
All 50 states have reported cases, but the seven with the most infections are led by Democrats. New York
may offer a cautionary tale for other states: The state reported its first case on March 1 and nearly reached
60,000 infections and 1,000 deaths on Monday.
The bottom six states in total cases are rural states led by Republicans. Numbers have been escalating
virtually everywhere, however, particularly in more populous red states like Louisiana, Tennessee and
Texas, which reported more than 8,100 cases and 200 deaths combined as of Monday.
Some Republicans have been more assertive than others.
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan, a Republican, has split with Trump over when normal life might resume. And
Ohio's Republican governor, Mike DeWine, has been one of the most aggressive leaders in either party,
banning spectators from sporting events the first week of March. He was among the first governors in the
nation to close public schools.
Aggressive steps by DeWine and others, however, have been complicated by Trump's inconsistent rhetoric.
After repeatedly downplaying the threat at first, the Republican president adopted a more serious tone
before suddenly suggesting last week that the worst could be over by Easter, which is April 12. He has now
reversed that view, calling it an “aspiration,” with the extension of the social distancing guidelines through
April.
Trump has also engaged in a war of words with Democratic governors in key states, like Michigan and New
York, where elected officials have openly complained about the lack of federal assistance to stem a
dangerous shortage of coronavirus tests and medical equipment.
Many conservatives have cheered Trump's response, particularly his reluctance to encourage a nationwide
stay-at-home order.
“They have no right to tell me I need to stay in my house. They cannot impose a travel ban on me. They
can’t. it’s unconstitutional,” said Texas-based activist Mark Meckler, a co-founder of the Tea Party Patriots
who now leads the Convention of States Project.
Meckler began conversations in recent days with other grassroots conservatives leaders to explore the
possibility of filing lawsuits to block some of the more aggressive social distancing measures. In the
meantime, he's encouraging like-minded conservatives to embrace “peaceful resistance."
“I’m not going along with it,” Meckler said. “It doesn't mean we won't be smart, but we don't want to be
sheep.”
Meanwhile, the numbers are shooting up in California, which has reported more than 6,300 infections and
130 deaths as of Monday morning.
Los Angeles Mayor Garcetti has assigned teams of city workers to ensure non-essential local businesses are
complying with shut down orders. He is empowered to shut off their water and power if necessary, and the
California Democrat has authorized the police to arrest those who continue to resist.
Garcetti said there have been no shutoffs or arrests so far and predicts that “99 out of 100 will comply.”
He also offered a dire message to Republicans who have resisted similar steps: “In the projections, you
could see this taking tens of thousands of lives in America or millions. You chose. But I don’t think anybody
wants the second to be on their hands.”
By Steve Peoples
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TV and Radio
NCN: LISTEN: Governor Ricketts Interview on Swap Shop
WNAX: More Directed Health Measures in Nebraska
KETV: 'Extraordinarily frustrating': Nebraska leaders address testing challenges
KETV: 'We don't have the money for it': Tenants struggle to pay rent because of pandemic
KETV: Metro area church offering childcare to first responders, medical professionals
KETV: Mass COVID-19 testing could be months away
NCN: Nebraskans Urged to Follow Social Distancing Guidelines when Shopping
NET: More Social Distancing Urged; Using Dorms And Hotels To Free Up Hospital Space Being Planned
KMTV: Ricketts says social distancing is a must and only buy essentials
NET: Survey: Economy Down, But Not As Much As Expected; Worse To Come
NET: How Nebraska Is Handling Record Unemployment Claims, And Common Questions About Benefits
NCN: New Executive Order Assisting Healthcare Facilities
 
Governor
LJS: Ricketts' biggest worry is not to overwhelm health care system
OWH: Nebraska is 'months' away from having widespread coronavirus testing available, Ricketts says
AP: Ricketts: Nebraskans must ‘do better’ to slow coronavirus
LJS: Gov. Ricketts moves to close schools to students through May 31
AP: Governor orders Nebraska schools to remain closed to kids
OWH: Ricketts: Most students will not return to classes this school year
OWH: Gov. Ricketts' announcement effectively ends spring sports in Nebraska high schools
NCN: Governor Ricketts give thoughts on panhandle school closure
Kearney Hub: Buffalo County man dies of COVID-19; Gov. Ricketts enacts Directed Health Measure in area
OWH: Madison County woman is state's fifth death; Nebraska's cases total 214
NP Telegraph: North Platte officials ask citizens to voluntarily comply with governor's 'directed health measure'
Scottsbluff SH: PPHD officials: A lot of questions being asked about directed health measure
10/11: Tenants hit by global pandemic scramble to come up with rent checks
WJAG: Grocery supply chain in Nebraska continues to be strong
AP: Trump resists national shutdown, leaving it up to states
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Fox News: Coronavirus deaths top 5,000 in US as more states issue stay-at-home orders
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Six more Douglas County Health Center residents test positive for COVID-19, bringing total to 8
OWH: Will Omaha courthouse become coronavirus cluster? State senator wants building to close
LJS: Lincoln's 9th case caught coronavirus on trip to Texas; mayor hopes 'tough' early measures blunted local spread
OWH: Offutt service member tests positive for COVID-19
LJS: COVID-19 model for Nebraska shows range of deaths and health care demands
OWH: UNMC study suggests coronavirus has airborne transmission potential, but not like measles
OWH: One small Nebraska town waits and wonders: What will be left after coronavirus?
OWH: Traffic plunges across Nebraska amid pandemic. But are we still driving too much?
 
Agency
OWH: Former middle school teacher convicted of having sex with student dies in prison
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: COVID-19 complicating college student census count
OWH: Former Omaha TV meteorologist arrested, accused of threatening county health director
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: This troubling Iowa case shows need to monitor medical staff
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Schools right to oppose bill
2.       Press is unfair to president
3.       ‘Essential,’ really?
4.       A president’s duties
5.       Surprise medical bills
6.       Pelosi proposal was wrong
7.       Time for optimism
8.       Can’t wait for normal times


LJS Editorial, 4/2: Right time for fresh start for State Fair
LJS Local View: COVID-19 puts prisons in peril
LJS Letters


1.       Bring Lincoln gas prices in line with state
2.       Coronavirus can make us better


 
National/Federal
AP: US unemployment claims hit record 6.6 million as layoffs accelerate with virus
 


LJS: Ricketts' biggest worry is not to overwhelm health care system
 
As we enter April, which may be the month of maximum danger for Nebraska in its battle against the coronavirus,
Gov. Pete Ricketts says his greatest worry or concern is to "make sure we do not overwhelm the health care
system."
That's why much of what he has done to prepare for the spread of the virus in the state, an expectation that is
turning into reality now, has been aimed at measures to beef up hospitals, increase the number of available health
care providers and beds, accelerate the supply of ventilators and personal protective equipment that may be
needed to fight this battle, and increase testing capacity.
"It's 110% of my day," the governor said in answering a question during his daily coronavirus news briefing.
"It's all that me and my team are focused on now."
Wednesday night, Ricketts made another dramatic move, ordering schools statewide to remain closed to students
through May 31. Extracurricular activities are canceled statewide.
The directed health measure essentially ends the prospect of students returning to classrooms this school year.
Colleges and universities and K-12 districts will have to finish out the semester via remote learning.







In making decisions, Ricketts said he talks to medical experts at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, whom he
has relied upon from the beginning of this challenge, every day.
"We've got to do better at social distancing for the entire month of April, at least," the governor said.  
"Physical distancing. It is working. It is having an impact."
Once again, Ricketts said he does not plan to issue a statewide stay-at-home order similar to those in effect in at
least 37 states.
However, Nebraska counties included in state-issued directed health measures restricting gatherings of no more
than 10 people and closing certain businesses grew to 56 on Wednesday evening with the first untraceable case of
coronavirus reported in west-central Nebraska's Lincoln County.
As of 6 p.m., the state reported 214 confirmed cases, with Wednesday marking the most new cases thus far in
Nebraska.
A growing number of those cases are centered in group living facilities, with 19 cases linked to the Carter Place
assisted-living facility in Blair and 11 at the Douglas County Health Center for long-term care residents.
The Three Rivers Public Health Department on Wednesday said residents of the Carter House, which was
temporarily closed, were moved to a floor of CHI Midlands in Papillion reopened as a quarantine unit.
The state's fifth death from COVID-19 was reported Wednesday to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services. The woman was a Madison County resident in her 70s with underlying conditions.
To further control spread of the virus, Ricketts said if a person comes into Nebraska from another state to use its
recreational facilities or may be returning from wintering in a warmer state, he or she is being directed to self-
quarantine for 14 days.
That directive will be posted on highway signs, Ricketts said.
Truckers will be exempted.
Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said preparations for spread of the virus include action now to
identify dormitory space at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at Omaha and the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, along with hotel space in Lincoln and Omaha, that may be available if needed for
"overload and transfer" of coronavirus patients that do not need to be hospitalized. 
Those might be recovering patients or others who "just need quarantine or isolation," he said. 
Kathy Siefken, executive director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association, joined the governor at his briefing
and urged Nebraskans to go grocery shopping just once a week and shop alone.
"Do not stockpile," she said. "There is plenty of food."
The real challenge, she said, is social distancing.
"Our customers need to take this issue very seriously," Siefken said.
"If the parking lot is full, go home," she said, and come back again.
Toilet paper is returning to the stores, Siefken said, following an unexpected buyout that emptied the shelves.
State Banking Director Mark Quandahl told the briefing that an executive order by the governor will allow for
documents to be notarized without the need for in-person contact.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska is 'months' away from having widespread coronavirus testing available, Ricketts says
 
LINCOLN — It’s crunch time when it comes to complying with the state’s social distancing guidelines, Gov. Pete
Ricketts said Wednesday, again urging Nebraskans to maintain 6-foot distances and avoid gatherings of more than
10 people to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus.
“Right now is the time. We need everyone to participate,” Ricketts said. “Folks, by and large, are complying with it,
but we’ve got to do better.”
The state now has 56 of its 93 counties under directed health measures. They include requirements, enforceable by
law, that sit-down areas of bars and restaurants close and convert to takeout and delivery only, and that public
gatherings be limited to 10 or fewer people.
More than 83% of the state’s population is under such limits.
On Wednesday, as the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases climbed past 200, 15 more counties were added to the
list of counties under directed health measures, and residents in the rest of the state were urged to follow the
restrictions voluntarily.







Ricketts acknowledged that the state is “months” away from having the kind of widespread testing available to
conduct a random test of Nebraskans to determine the precise extent of the coronavirus epidemic.
The state is doing about 350 tests a day now, according to Nebraska Chief Medical Officer Dr. Gary Anthone, and has
the capability of doing 700 to 800 a day. But there’s a shortage of reagents, the chemicals needed to process the
tests, he said, and tests cannot be expanded until that is resolved.
“No governor in the country feels like they have the testing they need,” said Ricketts, who participated in a
conference call through the National Governors Association on Wednesday.
The governor, during his daily briefing at the State Capitol on the coronavirus outbreak, said he is not at this point
considering a statewide “stay-at-home” order, as has been mandated in several states. Nor, Ricketts said, does he
want to issue harsher guidance for big-box stores, whose crowded aisles over the weekend brought criticism from
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert, among others.
People and businesses, the governor said, just need to use “common sense” by washing hands frequently, staying
home if you are sick, shopping only when necessary and maintaining proper distances when out.
“We don’t need to bring down a big, heavy hand,” Ricketts said, though he added that the state “can take further
steps.”
He said that the slow rise in coronavirus cases in Nebraska appears to show that precautionary measures to date are
slowing the spread of the virus. He said case numbers are not multiplying as fast as they might be.
Ricketts also said Nebraskans need to do better at following social distancing guidelines, including limiting the size of
groups, maintaining a 6-foot distance between people and staying home if sick.
But he said signs indicate that the efforts made to date are slowing the spread of the virus.
The number of coronavirus cases in Nebraska is expected to peak in mid-April through mid-May, so the governor
said that steps taken now to limit contact with other people can make a big difference.
“We can all be a part of slowing the spread,” Ricketts said.
As of Wednesday, Nebraska had five deaths and 214 confirmed cases of COVID-19, the disease caused by the
coronavirus. But a new study predicts that 442 Nebraskans could die from the virus before the first wave ends in late
June.
That would make COVID-19 one of the top 10 causes of death in the state. For 2017, the latest year available, 393
people died of pneumonia or influenza in the state.
Other things discussed during the governor’s briefing:


·         Manufacturers of shortage items, like toilet paper and sanitizer, are ramping up, and empty shelves should
be filling soon, according to Kathy Siefken of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association. But more “mega”
rolls of toilet paper may been seen because it’s more efficient to make those jumbo-size rolls, Siefken said.


·         Siefken repeated the recommended steps for shopping in grocery stores, which include not bringing
reusable bags (they can’t be guaranteed to be virus-free), shopping by yourself and trying to shop only once
a week, rather than daily. “As individuals, we need to limit the contact with other people,” she said.


·         The state has lined up dormitories at University of Nebraska campuses in Omaha, Lincoln and Kearney for
possible use if coronavirus cases outstrip hospital capacity. Rooms in now-closed hotels might also be used,
Dr. Anthone said. The extra space would be used for those who need to isolate or who are already
recovering, he added.


·         Residents of a Blair nursing home that was closed due to several cases of coronavirus were transferred to
extra hospital space that had been freed up in Midlands Hospital in Papillion and St. Elizabeth Regional
Medical Center in Lincoln. Staff there were prepared and excited to help, Dr. Anthone said.


·         90% of the people who have tested positive for coronavirus in Nebraska are self-isolating at home, he said.
·         A new state law allowing online notarizing of documents will go into effect immediately, rather than the


scheduled July 1 start date, because of an executive order signed by the governor. That will help the banking
and real estate industries, according to State Banking Director Mark Quandahl.


By Paul Hammel and Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Ricketts: Nebraskans must ‘do better’ to slow coronavirus
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Gov. Pete Ricketts issued a stern warning Wednesday to try to pressure Nebraskans into
taking steps to keep the coronavirus from spreading, but he reiterated that he won’t impose a stay-at-home order
as at least 31 other states have done.
His comments came as the number of confirmed Nebraska cases rose to 210 as of Wednesday afternoon, with four
people dead. New cases have continued to surface daily, with 33 confirmed Wednesday afternoon, up from 25 the
previous day and 17 on Monday.
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Ricketts said it appears that statewide social distancing rules are successfully preventing even larger increases, but
“we have to do more” to avoid overloading the state’s hospitals.
“Folks, we’ve got to do better,” he said at a Capitol news conference. “I have by and large seen that Nebraskans are
paying attention to this, but we’ve got to do better.”
Ricketts has repeatedly said he won’t issue a stay-at-home order, as at least 31 other states and the District of
Columbia have done.
Earlier Wednesday, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis issued a stay-at-home order that will remain in effect for at least 30
days amid growing pressure from local and federal authorities. The Florida order includes exceptions for buying
food, medicine and gas, visiting the doctor, outdoor exercise and commuting to jobs deemed essential. All
businesses not considered essential must close their offices and stores, but can let employees work from home.
Nebraska has taken a less restrictive, regional approach. Statewide, officials have urged residents not to have any
social gathering larger than 10 people, but that request isn’t legally enforceable.
However, Ricketts has also ordered more restrictive “directed health measures” in 52 of Nebraska’s 93 counties. The
directed health measures impose the same 10-person limit, but people who refuse to comply can be charged with a
misdemeanor. The orders also require restaurants and bars in those areas to close their dining areas, but they can
still offer takeout and delivery.
Asked Tuesday why Nebraska hasn’t announced a full stay-at-home order, Ricketts said he was following a tailored
approach out of concern that imposing such an order too early might lead some residents to grow weary and stop
following them, which would then allow the outbreak to worsen. He said more immediate action was needed in
places like Omaha and Lincoln because the number of local cases are likely to surge first, but rural areas may not
have the same problem.
A top lobbyist for Nebraska grocery stores said customers “need to take this issue very, very seriously,” so that state
officials aren’t forced to impose even tougher restrictions.
“Do what needs to be done so other people don’t need to make those decisions for you,” said Kathy Siefken,
executive director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association.
Siefken, who appeared with Ricketts at the news conference, said grocery stores are taking steps to keep the virus
from spreading, but some Nebraska stores have seen large crowds as people try to stock up on supplies.
Meanwhile, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services announced Tuesday that a Buffalo County man
in his 90s had become the state’s fourth resident to die of COVID-10.
For most people, COVID-19, the disease caused by the new coronavirus, causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. Older adults and people with existing health problems are
among those particularly susceptible to more severe illness, including pneumonia.
By Grant Schulte
 


LJS: Gov. Ricketts moves to close schools to students through May 31
 
Students in Nebraska will not be returning to the classroom this spring.
In extending social distancing restrictions to more counties Wednesday evening, Gov. Pete Ricketts directed that
schools statewide remain closed to students through May 31.
Most districts end their school years in May, including Lincoln Public Schools. Students will complete the semester
taking classes through online instruction. 
Extracurricular activities are canceled statewide, under the latest directed health measure. 
By Todd Henrichs
 


AP: Governor orders Nebraska schools to remain closed to kids
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The governor has ordered Nebraska schools to remain closed to students through May 31 as
officials reported that the state’s COVID-19 death toll has risen to five.
Students have been taking their lessons at home via online classes since schools began closing last month as the
coronavirus pandemic spread through Nebraska. Gov. Pete Ricketts’ order, issued Wednesday, ensures the children
won’t be returning this school year to the close quarters of their classrooms.
The governor also canceled school extracurricular activities but said the closures don’t apply to staff members
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working in school buildings.
The Nebraska Health and Human Services Department reported Wednesday night that the latest COVID-19 death
was a Madison County woman in her 70s who had underlying health conditions.
The state’s total number of confirmed cases has risen to 214, the department said. Nearly 3,600 people have tested
negative.
For most people, COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. Older adults and people with existing health problems are
among those particularly susceptible to more severe illness, including pneumonia.
Earlier Wednesday, Ricketts warned Nebraskans that they must help keep COVID-19 from spreading, but he
reiterated that he won’t impose a stay-at-home order as many other states have done.
It appears social distancing rules are preventing even larger case increases, Ricketts said, but “we have to do more”
to avoid overloading the state’s hospitals.
Statewide, officials have urged residents not to have any social gathering larger than 10 people, but that request
isn’t legally enforceable.
However, Ricketts has ordered more restrictive “directed health measures” to dozens of Nebraska’s 93 counties,
including 15 more he added Wednesday. The directed health measures impose the same 10-person limit, but
people who refuse to comply can be charged with misdemeanors. The orders also require restaurants and bars in
those areas to close their dining areas, but they can still offer takeout and delivery.
 


OWH: Ricketts: Most students will not return to classes this school year
 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts on Wednesday night made it official: Most students will not return to classes this
spring.
In a directed health measure issued late Wednesday, Ricketts directed schools statewide to operate without
students in their buildings through May 31. For most districts, including in Omaha and Lincoln, the academic year
ends in May.
Students have been learning from home via remote classes.
Extracurricular activities are also canceled statewide.
The restriction does not apply to school staff, who are allowed to report to work in buildings.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Gov. Ricketts' announcement effectively ends spring sports in Nebraska high schools
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts announced Wednesday night that extracurricular activities have been canceled
statewide through May 31 because of the coronavirus pandemic, meaning there will not be a spring sports season in
Nebraska high schools.
In the governor’s directive released at 8:45 p.m., Nebraska schools are to operate without students in their buildings
through May 31.
Last week, the Nebraska School Activities Association announced that its activities were suspended through May 1,
in part because many schools were announcing that their buildings would be closed until the end of April.
NSAA Executive Director Jay Bellar could not be reached late Wednesday night for comment.
The coronavirus first affected NSAA activities with the boys basketball state tournament. On March 11, hours after
officials announced that a male Crofton High School student who had attended the girls state tournament games
March 5 had tested positive for COVID-19, the NSAA accepted the recommendation of the Lincoln/Lancaster County
Health Department to restrict attendance at boys tournament games to immediate family members.
Nebraska was one of the last four states to have high school competition. The boys tournament finished on schedule
March 14.
On March 16, the NSAA suspended practices until March 30 and competition until April 2. That was superseded
March 25 by the closures through May 1.
The NSAA’s spring postseason was to begin May 2 with soccer districts. State soccer has May 13 through 19 dates in
Omaha, state baseball May 16 through 21 in Lincoln and Papillion, state girls tennis May 21 and 22 in Omaha and
Lincoln, state track and field May 22 and 23 at Burke Stadium and state boys golf May 27 and 28 at four sites across
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the state.
When he made the March 25 announcement, Bellar said the NSAA was continuing to follow federal and state
directives.
“If things happen on the positive side faster than we expect, we can make adjustments that way,” he said. “If the
closings go past May 1, there’s not a lot we can do at that point in time.”
By Stu Pospisil
 


NCN: Governor Ricketts give thoughts on panhandle school closure
 
SIDNEY, NE - Several students in the Nebraska Panhandle will not get to walk in a traditional graduation this May.
The Panhandle Public Health District announced Tuesday afternoon along with ESU 13 that all schools in the region
would close for the remainder of the school year.
Also as part of the announcement, PPHD said traditional graduation ceremonies in May will not be possible.
Norfolk Public Schools in northeast Nebraska had previously announced a closure for the rest of the year in late-
March, but this is the first sweeping move in which all schools in an E-S-U region are closing.
Wednesday morning on KSID, Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts gave his thoughts on the closure.
"Certainly it's going to create a burden for those seniors especially who are not going to have they high school
graduation that they thought they would," Ricketts said. "This is part of what is going to make them a generation of
people who have gone through tough times and know what it is like to go through that, and they'll come out
stronger on the other end."
Ricketts went on to offer these words of encouragement to the state as the world faces a global pandemic. 
"100 years ago when we went through World War I and a pandemic, this country emerged as the greatest nation on
the face of the Earth, and I have no doubt that we will come out on the other side of this pandemic as the greatest
nation on the face of the Earth."
Ricketts issued a directed health measure for the entire Panhandle Monday night. It is in effect until May 11th.
By Elic Chisam
 


Kearney Hub: Buffalo County man dies of COVID-19; Gov. Ricketts enacts Directed Health Measure in
area
 
HOLDREGE — Buffalo County recorded its first COVID-19 death Tuesday.
The patient, a man in his 90s, had been hospitalized since late last week. It is the fourth COVID-19 death in the state.
“We send our condolences to the family of this individual,” said Jeremy Eschliman, the health director at Two Rivers
Public Health Department.
Several hours earlier, a new case of COVID-19 was announced in Buffalo County, prompting Gov. Pete Ricketts to
enact a Directed Health Measure in the Two Rivers area. It includes Buffalo, Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, Harlan,
Kearney and Phelps counties.
The DHM went into effect at 10 p.m. Tuesday and remains in effect until May 11.
The new case was acquired by community transmission, Eschliman said. That is when a person has COVID-19, but
public health officials are unable to identify how or where that person became infected. No further information was
provided.
This newest case is the ninth in the Two Rivers area since March 20. Seven of those are in Buffalo County, including
the man who died Tuesday. There is also one case in Dawson County and one in Kearney County. Patients range in
age from their 30s to 90s. At least five of those cases are travel-related.
This is the sixth Directed Health Measure enacted in certain regions of Nebraska. A seventh DHM took effect
Tuesday night as well in Adams, Clay, Nuckolls and Webster counties.
Directed Health Measures impose enforceable limits on public gatherings. They apply to places such as, but not
limited to, theaters, churches, houses of worship, gyms, social clubs, salons and social gatherings, including
weddings, funerals, concerts and athletic events. These places are not required to close, but must continue to
practice social distancing.
Restaurants and bars are required to close dining areas immediately and move to take out service, delivery, and/or
curbside services only, until further notice. Restaurants will play a key part in feeding people throughout the







pandemic, Ricketts’ statement said.
Schools are directed to operate without students in the buildings, but school staff may continue working in the
building.
These measures do not apply to day care centers, which can stay open, with limitations, including no more than 10
children per classroom.
The Directed Health Measure does not apply to places such as office buildings, grocery stores, pharmacies, hospitals,
nursing homes, correctional facilities, courthouses, courtrooms, banks, car dealerships, auto repair shops, nursing
homes, long-term care facilities, small shops, golf courses, big box stores, gas stations, convenience stores, shopping
malls, manufacturing facilities, packing facilities, construction jobs and other traditional office settings.
Weddings and funerals also are subject to the 10-person limit. Event planners and facilities are encouraged to be
flexible with people who are rearranging their plans, Two Rivers said.
Eschliman added, “As our community holds this (grieving) family in our thoughts, we urge everyone to continue to
practice social distancing. We knew there would be deaths from COVID-19 in Nebraska, and this underscores the
potential seriousness of the disease and the importance of the measures we’re taking as individuals and as a state to
help slow the spread of the virus.”
By Mary Jane Skala
 


OWH: Madison County woman is state's fifth death; Nebraska's cases total 214
 
A Norfolk woman is the state’s fifth COVID-19 death, health officials reported Wednesday night.
The woman in her 70s had multiple underlying medical conditions, the Elkhorn Logan Valley Health Department
said.
Sixteen more people have tested positive for the disease caused by the novel coronavirus in Douglas County.
Several other counties reported new cases Wednesday, including a health care worker at a long-term care facility in
Hall County.
Nebraska’s total number of cases grew to 214 by 6 p.m. Wednesday, according to the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services.
Officials have said the actual number is almost certainly higher, owing to the limited availability of testing. By
Wednesday, 3,812 people had been tested. That means about 5.5% of tests have come back positive so far.
The latest batch of Douglas County cases involves a variety of ages: four people in their 20s and 30s, three in their
50s, four in their 60s and four older than 70. Another case is under investigation, and the person’s age isn’t yet
available.
Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour said people must remain home whenever possible as the county’s caseload
rose to 106 Wednesday night. Of those people, 17 have required hospitalization at some point.
“Social distancing is your best defense against COVID-19,” she said in a press release. “This is the proven public
health method to stop the spread of this contagious disease.”
Sarpy, Platte, Hall, Lancaster, Saunders, Dodge, Madison and Buffalo Counties reported additional cases, including
the first case of community spread in Buffalo County and the first case in Cuming County. Community spread means
a person was not exposed to the coronavirus through travel or close contact with an person known to be infected.
There were 18 confirmed cases in Sarpy County as of Wednesday.
Officials with the Central District Health Department announced six new Hall County cases, including the health care
worker. The department did not name the facility where the person works.
The department “is currently working with the facility to identify possible exposures and to advise as to prevention
measures,” a press release says.
The Central District Health Department covers Hall, Hamilton and Merrick Counties — the area in and around Grand
Island. As of Wednesday evening, 21 people there had tested positive for COVID-19, the coronavirus disease.
That tally includes a Hall County woman in her 60s with underlying health problems who was Nebraska’s
second coronavirus-related death last week.
Including the Hall County care center, at least six nursing or rehabilitation facilities in Nebraska have residents or
health care workers with confirmed cases of coronavirus.
The others are Carter Place in Blair, where 19 workers and residents have tested positive; Papillion Manor in
Papillion; the Douglas County Health Center in Omaha; Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals’ Omaha campus; and St.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.maps.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fopsdashboard%2Findex.html%23%2F4213f719a45647bc873ffb58783ffef3&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C58cfbce058d840ed2cb808d7d70d6dba%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637214324994628610&sdata=V%2FdE2pDS3Lj%2BJpFGDeLST6YwKn%2F12lEXJIq6SZGwTFQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Flivewellnebraska%2Fhealth%2Fnebraska-records-first-two-covid--deaths-in-omaha-and%2Farticle_de0005c4-4279-56ae-94dd-17d73f8434e3.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C58cfbce058d840ed2cb808d7d70d6dba%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637214324994628610&sdata=x2D2LHS5PYlqLENXSUPvcmvhX1N7pfuCgGSjvIeeisU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Flivewellnebraska%2Fhealth%2Fhealth-officials-not-told-that-four-residents-at-blair-assisted-living-facility-had-fevers%2Farticle_c4d7d037-823b-5d66-97d0-a11c78ab101f.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C58cfbce058d840ed2cb808d7d70d6dba%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637214324994638566&sdata=0GEB42%2BZ%2BMBD4hzDQ0boRvKc6SoEe9xVWFSiHigikvo%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Flivewellnebraska%2Fhealth%2Ftwo-staff-members-test-positive-at-madonna-rehab-in-omaha%2Farticle_0616162c-4dae-5a31-997d-cdc4c5cd7eb3.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C58cfbce058d840ed2cb808d7d70d6dba%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637214324994638566&sdata=vP2bhWqIXdX0MlTV3rQOoogqX8ulRaUxyfaGGKZ0dHs%3D&reserved=0





Joseph’s Rehabilitation and Care Center in Norfolk.
Gov. Pete Ricketts on Tuesday issued new guidance for nursing homes, including that all workers wear face masks.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported another travel-related case Wednesday, Lancaster
County’s ninth. It involves a man in his 30s who traveled to Dallas last month.
By Erin Duffy
 


NP Telegraph: North Platte officials ask citizens to voluntarily comply with governor's 'directed health
measure'
 
North Platte health and public officials said Wednesday night they were trying to absorb the full implications of Gov.
Pete Ricketts’ “directed health measure” in the wake of the city’s first confirmed “community spread” cases of
COVID-19 infection.
Law enforcement will prepare to enforce what now has become a legal limit on public gatherings of no more than
10 people in many settings, though not in grocery stores and other sites excluded in the governor’s order, Police
Chief Daniel Hudson said at a Wednesday night press conference.
But he urgently asked North Platte residents to voluntarily comply when officers find more people than allowed in
settings like parks or in restaurants where too many people might be standing in line to pick up a takeout order.
“We are going to ask our public: Please, please heed this directive,” Hudson told reporters. “We don’t want to come
into establishments and start citing people or arresting people.”
With less than three hours between Ricketts’ order and when it took effect, he said, law enforcement hadn’t fully
figured out what it can and cannot do to enforce the 10-person limit. They’ll be meeting with the city’s legal counsel
and the Lincoln County Attorney’s Office Thursday morning to get more clarification, he said.
Already Wednesday night, however, officers were making rounds of bars and restaurants informing them of the 10
p.m. start time of the governor’s order, he said.
Mayor Dwight Livingston also urged residents to continue observing the limits on gatherings and maintaining the
minimum 6-foot “social distancing” requirements so as many people in North Platte remain healthy as possible.
“We’ve got a lot of great people in North Platte that have complied, but we have quite a few who have not,” the
mayor said.
Hudson asked residents who see groups larger than the 10-person limit to use a special email
address, c19@ci.north-platte.ne.us, instead of calling 911.
“If we start getting hundreds of calls an hour with people saying ‘There’s kids in the park’ or ‘There’s people here,’ it
will crash our system,” he said.
Ricketts’ order affecting the six counties of the West Central District Health Department — Lincoln, Logan,
McPherson, Hooker, Thomas and Arthur — went into effect at 10 p.m. CT Wednesday.
It was the eighth such order issued across the state since cases of the novel coronavirus began showing up in
Nebraska a month ago, with the confirmation of “community spread” — COVID-19 infections that can’t be traced
back to a definitive source — serving as the trigger in converting guidelines into legal directives.
Even so, the health orders now in place in North Platte aren’t as extensive as the total ban on public gatherings
imposed in the city on Oct. 7, 1918, when the Spanish flu pandemic’s arrival was confirmed. That order remained in
place for six weeks.
North Platte’s McKinley Education Center served as the backdrop for the latest press conference, which began with
Shannon Vanderheiden, the district health department’s executive director, highlighting the details of Ricketts’
directive.
She noted that all schools in the six counties, whether public or private, are not allowed to reopen to students or the
public before May 31. Though North Platte Public Schools already had canceled the rest of the 2019-20 school year,
North Platte Catholic Schools had not yet done so.
Self-quarantine and self-isolation guidelines for people with COVID-19 symptoms and those who live with them are
now mandatory, Vanderheiden said. Symptoms include cough, shortness of breath and a temperature of 100.4
degrees or higher.
“Our hope is people will continue to do what most have been doing” in isolating themselves when it’s indicated, she
said. “We don’t want to have to make people do anything.”
By Todd Von Kampen
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Scottsbluff SH: PPHD officials: A lot of questions being asked about directed health measure
 
Continued calls for people to follow guidelines to prevent the spread of the coranvirus were the key focus of a call
updating the media and other officials on the state of cases in the Panhandle.
As of Wednesday, three cases of COVID-19 have been reported in Scotts Bluff County and one case has been
reported in Kimball County. There were no new cases reported.
In neighboring Goshen County, one case had also been reported last week. Heather Saul, of Goshen County Public
Health updated the Star-Herald with results from the state epidemiologist who says it has not been determined if
that case is community spread or not. No locations of potential exposure connected to that case in Scotts Bluff
County or Goshen County have been issued for the public. All close contacts have been alerted.
Paulette Schnell, Scotts Bluff County Health director, outlined that 210 cases and four deaths have been reported in
the state. In the Panhandle, 167 people have been tested, with a total of 39 test results still pending as of press
time.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts outlined that people need to be more cognizant of social distancing and other measures
put into place to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. With Scotts Bluff County’s cases as having been traced back
to community spread, Ricketts earlier issued an order that the 11 counties of the Panhandle and Grant County
would be under a directed health measure through May 11. That measure resulted in changes at restaurants and
bars, as well as limits to gatherings. PPHD officials reiterated that violation of the directed health measure is
enforceable and a person can be charged with a misdemeanor.
“We are getting a lot of questions about the directed health measure,” Kim Engel, director of Panhandle Public
Health District, said.
Some questions this week have included whether or not convenience stores have to close eating areas, if hotels can
continue to offer continental breakfast seating and if bowling alleys can continue to serve alcohol and food. All of
those establishments also fall under the direct health measure and must move to an option that includes take-out,
delivery or curbside pickup. At the hotel, for example, guests would need to take their food to their room, rather
than eating it in a designated seating area. Salons and fitness centers can remain open, but social distancing among
patrons is required.
One of the stringent requirements is that anyone who lives with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19 or is
experiencing symptoms, such as cough, fever, sore throat and difficulty breath, must also quarantine.
A lot of questions have also been asked throughout the week about people traveling. The guidance continues to be
that people who are traveling between states — except commuters for essential businesses — should quarantine
for 14 days from the date of the test or the onset of symptoms. Ricketts has indicated he will not stop interstate
travel, however, the state has taken action and is no longer granting turkey hunting permits to out-of-state persons.
The need to self-quarantine applies to those out-of state persons who have already been granted turkey hunting
permits, are camping or otherwise staying in the Panhandle. People who travel to the state for the upcoming holiday
are advised that they should self-quarantine for 14 days.
Essential workers continue to be advised that they should follow the policies of their employers if traveling between
states. Also, if essential workers have been identified as having been at any of the locations identified in the Scotts
Bluff County and Kimball County cases, they are advised to contact their employer for guidance. Members of the
general public are advised to self-quarantine.
Jessica Davies, assistant director of PPHD, said people with questions about the directed health measure and how it
applies to their business can reach out to PPHD officials for guidance. She said that often times, its best for staff to
discuss situations personally with those having questions to try to address specifics about their business or situation.
Resources continue to be a problem, Schnell said during Wednesday’s call. There are limits to personal protective
equipment (ppe) for health workers. Guidance for those who are sewing masks and other things for health care
workers has now been issued by PPHD as some hospitals begin accepting the homemade items. Those facilities
needing PPE can reach out to PPHD, which has a taskforce for areas such as health care and public safety, and a
form so that the organization can assess the need and provide equipment.
“We are doing our best to meet those needs with the resources that we have,” Tabi Prochazka, deputy director at
PPHD, said.
Additional information, including guidance for businesses, those in the ag community and others, is available on the







PPHD website, pphd.org.
By Maunette Loeks
 


10/11: Tenants hit by global pandemic scramble to come up with rent checks
 
OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) It’s a rent day like none seen before, millions of Americans pushed out of work by a global
pandemic; many of whom are left scrambling to come up with rent on this April 1.
“I’ve had to dip into my student loans in order to pay rent this month,” said Felice Dominguez, a single mother living
in Bellevue, Nebraska.
Two weeks ago Dominguez made a tough decision to leave her job as a cleaner.
“Not easy at all, said Dominguez. “Because I know I have rent and know I have bills to pay, but my son is high at risk
with the autoimmune disorders that he has.”
Terrified of exposing her immune-compromised son to coronavirus, she made the call
“I sat in the parking lot having a panic attack before the last house that I went to,” said Dominguez. “And finally told
my boss that I couldn’t do it anymore.”
Like so many renters struggling to get by amid the pandemic, Domingueaz is worried she will eventually get kicked
out
“What am I going to do with my three-year-old and my cat?” she said.
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has laid down an executive order calling on landlords not to evict tenants impacted
by the outbreak. Exactly how the order will be enforced will likely be decided in the courts, according to Legal Aid of
Nebraska.
“If anyone thinks they are at risk of eviction because of a loss of income, they can’t afford their rent, they should be
consulting an attorney,” said Scott Mertz with Legal Aid of Nebraska. “And if they cannot afford one apply with Legal
Aid of Nebraska.”
As for Dominguez, she’s just hoping she can find a way to come up with next month's rent.
“I have no idea,” she said. “I have no idea. I’m really scared about that.”
Under the Governor’s the executive order landlords are not supposed to evict anyone who has lost their job, or
wages because of the COVID-19 crisis.
People who are missing work to care for children or other relatives at home are also protected, as well as anyone
who's been exposed to the virus or contracted it.
At this time the Governor's order stands through the end of May.
 


WJAG: Grocery supply chain in Nebraska continues to be strong
 
LINCOLN - It’s been hard to find toilet paper lately thanks to people buying it in bulk when the coronavirus first hit.
Though Kathy Siefken, Executive Director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association said during the daily
coronavirus press conference at the Capitol Wednesday toilet paper is starting to be put back on the shelves.
Siefken said manufacturers are making one size of toilet paper, not three different sizes.
She also said trucks are continuing to replenish supplies and food to the grocery stores on a regular basis.
"Those small stores in rural Nebraska who get normally on average one truck per week. Will continue to get a
minimum of one truck per week. Stores that receive multiple trucks per day will continue to receive multiple trucks
per day. The system is working, the pipeline is filling back up. There are a few items where there's been a shortage
and you will start to see those items fill the shelves here within the next couple of weeks."
Siefken encouraged people to go shopping by themselves, only shop once a week, and if you feel sick have someone
shop for you.
Governor Pete Ricketts issued another executive order, this one for remote online notary.
Also Ricketts said there's a new directive health measure for Antelope, Boyd, Brown, Holt, Keya Paha, Knox, Pierce,
and Rock counties.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


AP: Trump resists national shutdown, leaving it up to states
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WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump is resisting calls to issue a national stay-at-home order to stem the
spread of the new coronavirus despite his administration's projections that tens of thousands of Americans are likely
to be killed by the disease. One by one, though, states are increasingly pushing shutdown orders of their own.
Trump said Wednesday he wants to give governors' “flexibility” on whether a stay-at-home policy is the best option
for their constituents but acknowledged that he's looking at limiting air and rail travel between hot spots within the
United States. The Republican president remains hesitant to press a unified policy even after the White House
released “sobering” new projections on Tuesday that 100,000 to 240,000 Americans will likely succumb to the
coronavirus even if current social distancing guidelines are maintained.
Surgeon General Jerome Adams said Wednesday the nation's federalist system leaves much of the authority on how
to properly respond to catastrophes to state governors and local officials.
“We trust the governors and the mayors to understand their people and understand whether or not they feel like
they can trust the people in their states to make the right decisions,” Adams said on ABC's “Good Morning America.”
On Wednesday alone, five more states — Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Nevada and Pennsylvania — added or
expanded their stay-at-home orders.
But the invocation of federalism in the midst of a crisis that threatens a nationwide body count on par with some of
the deadliest American wars suggests that Trump and his advisers are cognizant of the political ramifications of their
response. Republican governors in states like Florida, Texas and Nebraska have questioned the necessity of applying
strong social distancing rules to rural or exurban areas that haven't reported much evidence of the virus.
The lack of a unified, 50-state response also collides with evidence emerging that coronavirus infections are being
spread by people who have no clear symptoms, complicating efforts to gain control of the pandemic. A study
conducted by researchers in Singapore and published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on
Wednesday is the latest to estimate that around 10% of new coronavirus infections may be spread by people who
were infected with the virus but not experiencing symptoms.
Even while deferring to governors. the Trump administration has issued guidelines that have urged Americans to
work from home if possible, cancel on-site instruction at schools and avoid large gatherings. The resistance to a
more robust response comes even as Vice President Mike Pence said White House models for the coronavirus toll
show the country on a trajectory akin to hard-hit Italy.
Speaking to CNN, Pence said, “We think Italy may be the most comparable area to the United States at this point."
Italy, which has already recorded more than 13,000 deaths, has issued a nationwide quarantine, shutting down
almost all industrial production and offices and largely prohibiting residents from leaving their homes. The U.S. has
recorded more than 5,000 deaths, according to figures compiled by Johns Hopkins University.
The White House's best-case projection for loss of life assumes statewide stay-at-home orders, according to a senior
administration official familiar with Trump's thinking. Trump, the official said, is a believer in federalism and that it is
up to governors to set restrictions for their states. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss
internal discussions.
More than 285 million people live in the 40 states where governors have declared statewide shelter-in-place orders
or have recommended that residents stay home. In other states — places like Iowa and Nebraska, among others —
governors have resisted state-level decisions, but some localities have declared residents should stay at home.
According to a poll published Wednesday by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, 78% of
U.S. adults, including 84% of Democrats and 76% of Republicans, favor requiring Americans to stay in their homes
except for essential errands. Americans in states that already had stay-at-home orders in place when the survey
began are more likely than those in states that did not to approve of their state's response, 63% to 51%.
Still, Trump — who has conducted long, near-daily briefings on his administration’s response to the virus outbreak
over the last three weeks — has been reluctant to use his bully pulpit to urge governors to issue orders that would
help effectively create a national quarantine.
“There are some states that are different,” Trump told reporters Wednesday. “There are some states that don't
have much of a problem.”
But there are signs that Trump administration officials are pushing behind the scenes for holdout governors to issue
statewide quarantines.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis had resisted issuing a statewide order but reversed course and issued one Wednesday as
federal and local pressure mounted for him to abandon the county-by-county approach he had implemented.
DeSantis, a Republican, told reporters that he decided to issue the order after consulting with Trump and White
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House advisers.
Rep. Donna Shalala, a Florida Democrat, said earlier Wednesday that Trump should be pressing governors for a
unified approach to help stem the spread of the disease, calling his response so far “fragmented, weak and uneven.”
“He hasn’t made a national plea to say we’re all in this together, and he hasn’t even talked to the governors about
all doing the same thing,” Shalala, who was secretary of health and human services under President Bill Clinton, said
in an interview.
Authority to order quarantines inside states rests almost entirely with states under provisions in the U.S.
Constitution ceding power not explicitly delegated to the federal government to states, courts have ruled
consistently for years. While the federal government itself can’t order nationwide quarantines or impose
quarantines on states, courts have said it has clear power under constitutional clauses regulating commerce to
quarantine international travelers or those traveling state to state who might be carriers of deadly diseases.
A few legal scholars have argued that the Constitution’s Commerce Clause may vest Trump with powers to impose a
multiple state or national lockdown with or without states' approval, though any such move under that minority
interpretation would almost certainly be challenged immediately as unconstitutional.
Pence told CNN that leaders and residents of states that haven't been hard hit are already taking action to slow the
virus' spread.
In Nebraska, Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts has said he’s basing his decisions on the advice he gets from public
health experts at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, which has dealt extensively with outbreaks and served
as a quarantine space for Ebola patients. In Iowa, Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds has resisted a mandatory shelter-in-
place order, saying the data she looks at doesn’t yet justify it in her state.
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, another Republican, said her voluntary guidance had helped slow the infection rate.
“The calls to apply a one-size-fits-all approach is herd mentality, it’s not leadership,” she said.
Ricketts, a vocal Trump supporter, has repeatedly said he won’t impose a stay-at-home order in Nebraska but has
ordered restaurants either to close their dining areas or allow no more than 10 people inside at once, depending on
their location in the state.
In Texas, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has ordered schools to stay closed through at least May and imposed
restrictions that doctors and even his critics say are tantamount to a stay-at-home order for the state. Still, Abbott
refused to call it that.
“This is not a stay-at-home strategy. A stay-at-home strategy would mean that you have to stay home," Abbott said.
“This is a standard based upon essential services and essential activities."
By Aamer Madhani, Zeke Miller and Alan Fram
 


Fox News: Coronavirus deaths top 5,000 in US as more states issue stay-at-home orders
 
Grim news of coronavirus infections and fatalities continued in the U.S. on Wednesday, with the number of
confirmed cases rising above 200,000 and the number of deaths surpassing 5,000.
The fatalities for Wednesday alone topped 1,000 -- a one-day toll more than double that usually recorded for lung
cancer and influenza combined, USA Today reported. Some researchers predicted U.S. coronavirus deaths could
surpass 2,000 per day by mid-April, exceeding daily deaths attributed to heart disease, the report said.
Amid the climbing numbers, five more states – Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Nevada and Pennsylvania – added or
expanded stay-at-home orders, while Michigan proposed a 70-day extension of an emergency declaration that had
been set to expire April 7.
“Now is the crunch time for us to lessen the peak, to make the bullseye smaller so we don't overrun our health care
system,” Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp said, according to FOX 5 of Atlanta. He added that the next three weeks were
critical for Georgia and that residents needed to “hunker down.”
In Missouri, Republican Gov. Mike Parson remained among the dwindling number of governors to resist issuing a
stay-at-home order in the absence of a federally mandated policy, the Kansas City Star reported.
“Right now there’s still 95 counties in this state that has less than five cases of coronavirus in it,” Parson said
Tuesday, according to the Star. “The majority, 75 of them, has one or two. I have to take all that into consideration
as I make decisions on how it affects the economy and how it will affect those areas.”
President Trump has insisted that states should be free to determine for themselves which safety measures to
implement, citing disparities in how the states have been affected by the outbreak.
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“There are some states that are different,” Trump told reporters Wednesday, according to The Associated Press.
“There are some states that don’t have much of a problem.”
Not even second-place New Jersey, with more than 22,000 confirmed cases of the virus, came close to approaching
first-place New York, which continued to lead the nation with nearly 84,000 cases. New Jersey also trailed far behind
New York in deaths, with 355 compared to more than 2,200.
Nevertheless, all 50 states were grappling with a situation that members of the president’s Coronavirus Task Force
confirmed this week would get far worse before it gets better, with the deaths of 100,000 to 240,000 Americans
expected in the weeks ahead despite the varying intervention measures.
Still, other governors in states without officially declared stay-at-home orders said they remained convinced such
moves were not necessary in their states.
In Nebraska, Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts has said he’s been relying on advice from public health experts at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center, which has dealt with previous outbreaks and provided quarantine space for
Ebola patients.
But Ricketts has ordered restaurants either to close their dining areas or allow no more than 10 people inside at
once, depending on their location in the state, according to the AP.
He also said Wednesday that Nebraska’s schools would remain closed through May 31, the Lincoln Journal Star
reported.
In Iowa, Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds also has held off from mandating that residents shelter in place, claiming the
data she sees doesn’t justify it.
But Reynolds hinted Wednesday she may extend the closures of businesses and schools in the state on
Thursday, the Des Moines Register reported.
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, another Republican, said the infection rate has slowed in her state with only
voluntary safety measures in place, the AP reported.
“South Dakota is not New York City,” Noem told reporters Wednesday, according to the Argus Leader of Sioux Falls.
“The calls to apply a one-size-fits-all approach is herd mentality, it’s not leadership.”
Even in a time of crisis, Americans’ personal freedoms were paramount, she added.
“The people themselves are primarily responsible for their safety," Noem said. "They are the ones that are entrusted
with expansive freedoms. They're free to exercise their rights to work, to worship, and to play. Or to even stay at
home, or to conduct social distancing.”
In Texas, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has imposed restrictions that doctors and even his critics say are equivalent
to stay-at-home orders but he refuses to use that description.
“This is not a stay-at-home strategy. A stay-at-home strategy would mean that you have to stay home," Abbott said.
“This is a standard based upon essential services and essential activities.”
While the policy debates continued, the rising numbers were undeniable in some of the nation’s emerging hotspots
beyond New York and New Jersey.
Louisiana reported more than 6,400 cases of the virus as of Wednesday afternoon, with 273 deaths, according
to FOX 8 in New Orleans.
Michigan reported more than 9,300 cases and 337 deaths, according to The Detroit News.
In Illinois, the number of cases reached more than 6,900 with 141 deaths, Chicago’s FOX 32 reported.
The daily U.S. death toll from coronavirus is unlikely to drop back below 100 before June 11, a University of
Washington study predicts, according to USA Today.
By Dom Calicchio
 


OWH: Six more Douglas County Health Center residents test positive for COVID-19, bringing total to 8
 
Six more residents at a long-term care center in Douglas County tested positive for COVID-19 Wednesday.
With two residents confirmed positive on Sunday, the Douglas County Health Center now has eight long-term
residents and three staff members who have tested positive for the coronavirus disease, health officials said.
Five of the residents are hospitalized and in stable condition. Three are isolated at the health center and being
monitored by staff. One employee is hospitalized in stable condition, and the other two employees are self-isolating
at home.
Erin Nelson, the center’s administrator, said Sunday that officials think an infected employee spread the virus to the
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first two residents. At some point during routine screening of employees, officials found that the worker had an
elevated temperature, and he was sent home to self-isolate.
All employees at the health center are trained and required to wear masks. Their temperatures are also checked
before starting a shift, officials said.
“We are doing everything in our power to contain the spread,” Nelson said in a press release Wednesday.
By Jessica Wade
 


OWH: Will Omaha courthouse become coronavirus cluster? State senator wants building to close
 
Despite the crisis that is the coronavirus, the last two weeks of March were merely business as unusual at the
Douglas County Courthouse.
A handful of regulars gathered in a judge’s back room as a lawyer strummed his guitar in an impromptu folk session,
killing time during the downtime. In another courtroom, a defense attorney was urged to go home after he sweated
and coughed his way through a conversation. “Can’t,” responded the attorney, a solo practitioner. “Don’t have
health insurance.”
And a prosecutor — unaware that he had coronavirus — had close encounters (6 feet or less) with at least 50
courthouse folks over the past two weeks. Fifteen-minute coffee talks with judges and their staff. Twenty-minute
hearings with defendants and their attorneys.
After the prosecutor found out Monday he had tested positive for COVID-19, a chunk of the courthouse was forced
to clear out. Those 50-plus people — including eight of the county’s 16 district judges, two dozen county attorneys
and staff members and a dozen public defenders — are supposed to be home in self-quarantine for the next two
weeks. In a place that is used to delayed results, it might be mid-April before courthouse regulars know whether the
coronavirus exposure turns into a courthouse cluster.
Now, a state senator is turning up the volume on his calls to temporarily close the courthouse.
State Sen. Justin Wayne, an Omaha attorney who handles a mix of issues from criminal defense to evictions, said he
urged city and county officials to do so in a conference call last week. The Omaha-Douglas Public Building
Commission runs the courthouse and the City-County Building.
“In no way am I saying shut down the legal system — you can still have hearings by phone or by Zoom
(videoconferencing software),” Wayne said. “I am saying, ‘Shut down the Douglas County Courthouse.’ Our physical
presence is just not necessary.”
Douglas County Public Defender Tom Riley said his attorneys went from relative calm to “their hair on fire” Monday
and Tuesday.
“Really — it is time to stop f@#%&*g around,” Riley wrote in an email to city and county officials. “To be honest,
everyone should be tested. Period.”
Courthouses have been classified under essential services and thus excluded from the 10-person limit enacted in 41
of Nebraska’s 93 counties. Still, health officials have grown alarmed, even after Douglas County delayed hearings
and trials to try to curb numbers. Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour told a judge this week that she was
“appalled at how much foot traffic” the courthouse still has — comparing it to the streams of people venturing into
home-improvement and grocery stores.
No one interviewed pointed a finger at the prosecutor who tested positive. An affable, longtime deputy Douglas
County attorney, he didn’t feel well after a training trip to Kansas unrelated to work, went home and reportedly
returned to work only after a doctor cleared him. He worked sporadically over the past two weeks. Friday, he found
out that a fellow trainee had a positive test, went to the doctor and was tested. He got the results Monday.
But fingers were pointed in other directions — including at Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Heavican,
who, after being informed of the prosecutor’s positive test, told a judge Monday he wasn’t changing his mind; he
was keeping the courts open.
“Ridiculous,” said a longtime courthouse bailiff. “It’s all on him what happens down here (the rest of the way).”
Heavican didn’t return a phone call. State Court Administrator Corey Steel said the chief justice asked him to call
instead.
The chief justice’s March 12 order — titled “in re: Novel Coronavirus and Covid-19 disease” — noted that “one of
the most effective ways to protect against the spread of this disease is to limit exposure.” The chief then called on
judges and attorneys, to the “extent possible … to screen people who may be exhibiting the symptoms of an
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infectious respiratory illness.”
The positive test of the prosecutor — who didn’t have any severe symptoms — proves how impossible that task is,
said two Douglas County judges, who spoke on condition that they not be named.
Heavican also specified that the order “may be updated as conditions change.” On March 12, Nebraska had 11
confirmed cases. As of Wednesday, it had 214 cases and five deaths. Heavican hasn’t amended his order.
Steel noted that local officials, not the state, control whether courthouses remain open. In some counties, citizens
and litigants arrive at courthouse doors to find them locked, with a sign posted with a phone number to call to try to
gain access. In others, deputies are posted outside the door to screen people to see if they have business that must
be done.
Steel said the chief justice has encouraged alternative ways to dispense justice. Several counties, including Douglas,
have taken measures restricting access — and have utilized alternatives to in-court appearances, such as
conferences by video or telephone.
Steel emphasized that the public needs some access to the courts. The state’s high court put it this way: “Even in an
emergency, Nebraska courts and court offices strive to remain open. Keeping the courts open is an attempt to
ensure that no person is deprived access to the courts, even in the aftermath of an emergency.”
Steel estimated that Douglas County has reduced its activity to 15% to 20% of what would normally go on. Hearings
and jury trials are being postponed. Douglas County’s juvenile court is conducting hearings entirely by telephone or
video.
In county and district court, judges can work and hold hearings from home. Now, with half of the district judges in
self-quarantine, officials are asking litigants and lawyers to call each judge’s bailiff to make arrangements.
Ironically, two coronavirus-prevention efforts led the prosecutor to be all over the courthouse over the past two
weeks. First, County Attorney Don Kleine had encouraged prosecutors to work from home — and had just a
slimmed-down crew in the office. The prosecutor in question was on that crew — and that led him to handle more
cases in more courtrooms than normal.
The other factor: Courtrooms were busy expediting cases to get inmates out of jail to make room for those being
arrested. That led to more hearings, more people and more exposure to the infected prosecutor.
“We just can’t stop,” said Douglas County District Court administrator Doug Johnson. “The spigot has to keep
spinning because people are coming in to jail.
“But yes, I’m concerned. I’m in (the courthouse’s) tiny elevators every day. We’re obviously violating the social
distancing (guidelines) in there. We’ve got to plug through this thing and hope that this too shall pass.”
The building commission on Wednesday sent crews in to deep-clean the courtrooms and back rooms where the
prosecutor was.
Scrubbing, while necessary, does little to cure the worry, Wayne said. The state senator said too many officials,
national and local, are hoping rather than acting in the face of a virus that doesn’t yield to hope. Wayne spent part
of Monday searching his mind as to whether he ran into the prosecutor over the past two weeks. He spent part of
Tuesday trying to see if an eviction hearing was taking place.
He found out it was — and started worrying about the down-on-their-luck clients who will risk exposure as they try
to defend their homes or, in criminal court, their freedom.
Wayne said he begrudgingly planned to venture to the courthouse Wednesday, wearing gloves and a mask.
The prosecutor’s case “proves the point,” Wayne said. “We’ve got that many people directly exposed. This is going
to be a workers’ comp issue if we continue to knowingly put people in harm’s way for their jobs. I mean, what else
has to happen before we finally shut it down?”
By Todd Cooper
 


LJS: Lincoln's 9th case caught coronavirus on trip to Texas; mayor hopes 'tough' early measures
blunted local spread
 
Lincoln health officials have confirmed a ninth case of COVID-19 in the city and identified the newest patient with
the disease as a man in his 30s who developed symptoms after returning home from Texas.
The man went to Dallas on March 11 and returned five days later before developing symptoms of COVID-19 on
March 21, interim Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director Pat Lopez said.
He received the COVID-19 test March 26, and the positive results came back Wednesday. 







The people he has been in close contact with have quarantined themselves, she said. 
Earlier this week, city and health officials said travel to areas in the U.S. with prevalent spread of the coronavirus had
been how patients here acquired it. Only one of the city's nine cases has resulted from the local spread of
coronavirus.
Local health department staff continue to monitor 95 people for signs of COVID-19, and 35 cases remain pending at
the state's public health lab in Omaha.
So far, 386 people have tested negative for the virus, and an unknown number of tests are pending at private labs.
But Bryan Health alone has 283 pending tests, including 243 from its drive-thru clinic launched last week. 
Overall, Nebraska had 214 confirmed cases of COVID-19 as of Wednesday evening and recorded five deaths from
the disease, according to the latest figures from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. 
Nearly one of every two confirmed cases in Nebraska comes from Douglas County.
During a videoconference with Lincoln Chamber of Commerce members Wednesday, Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird
said she's hopeful measures the city has taken to blunt the spread will bear fruit.
Early moves Lincoln made, such as not allowing fans at the boys state basketball tournament and closing schools,
"have put us in a strong position to fight the virus," she said.
Gaylor Baird noted that not allowing fans at the basketball tournament was "one of the toughest decisions we made
early on." But she also said it was vindicated when colleges and pro leagues canceled games shortly after.
She commended residents for doing a good job following recommendations to stay home as much as possible and
avoid gathering with others, and she also stressed the importance of people staying home if they are sick.
"If we can stop the spread of the virus and limit it within a household, we've done important, heroic work to protect
the rest of the community and to protect all the medical professionals who are on the front lines," Gaylor Baird said.
She said that only time will tell if Lincoln has done enough to flatten the curve and limit COVID-19 infections.
By Riley Johnson
 


OWH: Offutt service member tests positive for COVID-19
 
An active duty member at Offutt Air Force Base has tested positive for COVID-19, according to a statement from the
Air Force.
It is the first confirmed case of the coronavirus at the base. 
The service member is recovering and being closely monitored by medical personnel, officials said. The individual
has not come into close contact with anyone outside of the person's house after exhibiting symptoms, according to
the statement.
The base has taken protective measures, under Health Protection Condition Charlie, to lessen the risk of exposure to
personnel. This includes: social distancing, continued strict hygiene and increased sanitizing measures in common
areas.
By Jessica Wade
 


LJS: COVID-19 model for Nebraska shows range of deaths and health care demands
 
There's a science to match the new world we're living in now. 
It's called outbreak science, and it comes with an important companion: mathematical prediction tools that are
garnering a lot of attention. 
The White House reviewed a dozen such models recently, and one of its own creation, for making decisions
regarding the coronavirus crisis.
But a University of Nebraska Medical Center professor and infectious disease specialist, David Brett-Major, says
models are not meant to be answers. They are only meant to be guideposts for planning, and as sentinels for
resources. 
Some coronavirus model predictions have been criticized for their complexities and uncertainties and the inevitable
confusion they cause among a public that wants information, maybe some reassurance. 
It's a given that outbreak models will change as their developers learn more about the real numbers of cases, deaths
and spread.
"And so it's a numbers-chasing game we have not joined. Or at least I have not," Brett-Major said. "Models are a







conversation and not a formulaic output." 
A COVID-19 forecast by the respected Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington
attracted media attention this week for its state-by-state model.
Originally published March 26, it has been updated twice since. Initial projections of 424 deaths in Nebraska grew to
442 and Wednesday to 448. 
The latest projection put the peak for deaths in Nebraska at 15 per day April 24, dropping to zero by June 13.
It assumes continued social distancing and predicts Nebraska will have adequate hospital beds. And there will be a
need, the model indicated Wednesday, for 168 ventilators. 
A real-time tracking of the virus by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services showed Nebraska's
curve is starting sharply upward, with 214 confirmed cases and five deaths, as of Wednesday evening. Douglas
County has nearly half of those cases.
The University of Washington model is for the first wave of the illness.
"We seem to be smoldering," Brett-Major said of Nebraska. "We seem to be still early. We probably are
experiencing more cases than we know. But on the other hand, we probably are in a better place than most
regarding testing."
Nebraska's curve upward in cases will probably be later and, with hope, lower than hard-hit states, he said, and
affected by public health directed measures that closed restaurants and schools and mandated no gatherings larger
than 10 people.
Brett-Major said for their planning purposes, he and his colleagues look at sources of large data and compile
information to know how to provide health services and continue to maintain the medical center system. UNMC is a
sounding board for the state and expected to provide a depth of information, working alongside Nebraska public
health officials. 
He is a member of a group that published an article in "Nature Communications" recently on using outbreak science
to strengthen the use of models during epidemics. 
Infectious disease modeling has played a prominent role in recent outbreaks, but integrating it into public health
decision-making has been challenging, the article says. 
The group would like to see the way people organize and report on models in emergencies change, with better
communication and connections between those who build the models and those public health officials who use
them. 
Models, for the most part are not bad guesses, Brett-Major said, although there have been guesses that have been
wildly wrong, such as during the Ebola outbreak in West Africa in 2014-2016. 
With the coronavirus, investigators are able to look at and get information on its movement from variant influenza
viruses, those that start in animals and move to humans. 
"Even though this coronavirus probably does transmit more easily than a usual new strain of flu, there's a lot more
experience with this, so we kind of know that it's going to be common," he said. "We know that it's going to spread
in a way with which we're accustomed. And we know there's not a lot of immunity in the population to slow it down
yet." 
Weather can cause breaks in the patterns. And when this virus comes around again, there will be more immunity to
lessen it some, and then it will go in cycles and eventually be one of the common coronaviruses that are seen, he
said. 
"In fairness, the rest of it might be predicted even better than the stock market," he said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: UNMC study suggests coronavirus has airborne transmission potential, but not like measles
 
An early study by University of Nebraska Medical Center researchers and others has found some potential for
airborne transmission of the novel coronavirus.
But it’s not the type of spread associated with highly contagious airborne diseases such as the measles and
chickenpox.
The researchers stressed, however, that their findings do not confirm that the virus spreads in an airborne fashion.
While they recovered the virus’s genetic material in the samples they collected, more study is underway to
determine whether they captured live virus that can be grown in the lab. Additional evidence also is needed to







determine the risk of airborne transmission of the virus.
“It doesn’t appear to spread like classic airborne viruses,” said Dr. Mark Rupp, chief of UNMC’s infectious diseases
division. “We’re not seeing that with COVID-19.”
Many things, in fact, still aren’t known about the virus and how it spreads, including how much it takes to infect
another person. The report, published in an online archive before peer review by outside scientists, is one of many
that researchers around the world are conducting and publishing rapidly as they seek to get a better handle on the
virus.
In this case, the researchers collected samples from the air, in bathrooms and from surfaces in 11 isolation rooms
that housed some of the original 13 people who tested positive for COVID-19, the illness caused by the virus, after
being rescued from a stricken cruise ship.
The 13 were among a total of 15 passengers who were monitored and treated in the Nebraska Biocontainment
Unit and the National Quarantine Unit, both on the UNMC campus, between mid-February and mid-March. The
researchers are affiliated with UNMC, Nebraska Medicine and the University of Nebraska’s National Strategic
Research Institute.
The study found high levels of contamination by the virus, detected by genetic testing, on commonly used surfaces
and in the air of patients’ rooms. Air samples from hallways outside of rooms where staff were moving in and out of
doors also were positive.
The study suggests that COVID-19 patients, even those who are only mildly ill, may create aerosols of virus and
contaminate surfaces that may pose a risk of transmission.
The findings, the researchers wrote, suggest that the virus might be spread through both larger droplets produced
when people cough or sneeze and person-to-person contact, as well as through indirect contact with contaminated
objects and airborne transmission.
Rupp said the study doesn’t do much to change recommendations for the general public. The federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has posted guidance on how to prevent spread through close contact with family
members, including limiting an infected person to a separate bathroom and bedroom if possible.
That guidance includes information on properly cleaning surroundings if someone has a respiratory illness. The virus
is believed to be killed relatively easily by a long list of household cleaners.
It does, however, emphasize the need for aggressive social distancing. “This will really crimp down the transmission
of this virus from person to person in society,” Rupp said in a discussion of the study on Facebook Live.
Rupp said he did not believe the general public needed to wear masks.
Whether to recommend that the public wear cloth masks when out and about is a matter the CDC reportedly is
reviewing. Any recommendation, however, is expected to come with the caveat that medical masks be reserved for
health care providers.
The study also shows how important it is for health care workers caring for COVID-19 patients to take precautions
against virus transmission, said John Lowe, UNMC’s vice chancellor for Inter-professional Health Security Training
and Education.
“That means wearing the proper personal protective equipment, using negative air pressure rooms for these
patients whenever possible and being mindful about the method of entering and exiting these rooms,” he said.
Dr. James Lawler, director of the Global Center for Health Security at UNMC, said teams who were caring for the
cruise ship passengers were taking such precautions and will continue to do so, even as the number of patients
increases.
More research, however, is needed to characterize the virus’s environmental risk.
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: One small Nebraska town waits and wonders: What will be left after coronavirus?
 
DODGE — Sitting alone on a bar stool at his deserted small-town tavern, Dave Brester contemplated the future.
The Merry Martini is a major gathering place in this farm town, 18 miles northwest of Fremont. But in the last couple
of weeks, the afternoon card players quit coming, as did the after-work crowd, and the Friday afternoon club.
Instead, the sign on the door reads, “Dodge County closed us. Carry outs only.” And a tub near the entrance holds
bottles of wine selling for only $5 each.
There’s not much to do, said Brester, 73, who’s owned the bar Merry Martini for 28 years.
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“We don’t have anyone in here. Carry out is the only thing that’s going to carry us through,” he said. “But it’s going
to get tougher … and it’s not just us, it’s going to effect everyone.”
Dodge, population 597, is dealing with the coronavirus crisis like lots of small towns in Nebraska. There’s plenty of
uncertainty, concern and even confusion about how to carry on with life in a world where the all the schools are
closed, social activities are suspended, and you need to stand six feet apart when you go to the grocery store or walk
down the sidewalk.
Even Mass at the town’s St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church, which looms over Dodge from the top of a hill, has been
cancelled.
There’s never been anything like this before, said Kathy Kauffold, who’s been putting out the weekly Dodge Criterion
newspaper for 57 years.
“It’s the first time in the history of America that all the churches are closed for Easter,” she said. “That’s sad.”
There’s some sense here that the virus might bypass Dodge, and that it’s mostly a big city problem. But there’s also
a growing awareness, as more and more restrictions are announced and more cases are identified in Dodge County
and elsewhere, that it really isn’t.
“In Dodge, I think we have a false sense of security — it’s not going to get here. But it is going to get here,” said Jody
Stecher, a personal banker at Farmers State Bank in Dodge.
The bank’s lobby has been closed for two weeks — drive-thru and online banking only — and its electronic sign
flashes a huge “closed” sign in announcing the status of the town library.
Bank employees are alternating — half working at home and half working behind the locked doors of the bank.
“It’s tough to survive in a small town anyway, and then you have to close your business or alter the way you do
business,” Stecher said. “It’s hard having to see businesses struggle.”
So Stecher and a couple of friends organized a “Corona Cruise and Bear Hunt” on Sunday evening, inviting area
residents to drive through town and document where they found bear dolls and signs posted in windows of Dodge
businesses and homes.
An estimated 100 tractors, pickups, cars, golf carts, grain trucks and even a combine showed up, after first doing a
drive through nearby Howells. Up to 143 bears were counted. Similar cruise nights have been held in several other
Nebraska towns, too, to relieve the monotony.
“We had a little fun,” said Kristine Uhing, a bookkeeper at the 2nd Street Market. “People needed to get out into a
little sunshine.”
Her son, Mason, also got to drive his new van, painted like the one in “Scooby Doo,” at a cruise. His initial plan was
to drive it to prom, which was cancelled.
The cruisers supplied a boost to local businesses, stopping for burgers and fries at the Hilltop Lanes bowling alley,
“tastee” sandwiches at the Dodge City Bar, and to-go cocktails and beer at Merry Martini.
“If you want businesses at the end of this, you need to support them. They need it right now,” said Stecher, who is a
distant relative of Dodge’s most famous resident, Joe Stecher, a three-time, world wrestling champ a century ago.
Social distancing? Well, that was a little relaxed during the Corona Cruise, townspeople said, as groups stood along
the main street and piled together into vehicles.
Stecher said she’s probably violating social distancing rules by regularly checking on her 88-year-old grandmother.
“I’ve been told. I’ve got to clean up my ways,” she said.
But Dodge has plenty of older residents, and Stecher said she worries about them and the isolation. They can’t go to
church, can’t go to card groups, can’t get together for coffee.
“I keep my circle (of contacts) small,” she said, to limit contracting or spreading the virus.
At the town nursing home, Parkview Home, visitors have been banned for a couple of weeks, “window” visits only.
There’s extra cleaning and extra checks, per guidelines from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
At the Dodge grocery store, business was brisk at midday on Monday, with customers trying to avoid one another in
narrow aisles and standing apart at the check-out stand. Carry-out grocery service is now available, and home
deliveries have been expanded to every day of the week, and at no charge.
Chairs at the lunch area have been removed at the supermarket. The normal lunch crowd can’t gather there
anyway. But Monday’s lunch special — two pork brisket sliders for $3 — was proving a popular take-out item.
There were a couple of rolls of toilet paper left on the shelves on Monday, but they were gone by Tuesday. There’s
been no deliveries of toilet paper, or products like hand sanitizer and rubbing alcohol for the past couple of weeks,
and cheese and eggs are also hard to get, said 2nd Street Market owner Malinda Kempf.







The problem isn’t her customers, Kempf said, but a lack of deliveries from warehouses, which reportedly still lack
several products.
“We’re kind of out here in the bohunks,” she said. “So we don’t get the big store stuff.”
But except for the local dental office and, just this week, the Dodge City Bar, businesses were open in Dodge. Farm
trucks rumbled to the grain elevator; a fork lift driver loaded a cattle chute at a manufacturing outlet; gas was still
being pumped at the filling station at the end of the block.
Package deliveries are as robust as during Christmas, according to Dodge Postmaster Lynn Harms.
“People are bored so they’re deciding, ‘Let’s order something online,’" Harms said.
At the local newspaper, Kauffold was working her afternoon shift, alternating with the Criterion’s other employee
who works mornings and then sanitizes the office.
But with no spring sports to cover, no spring concerts and few community events to promote and advertise, it’s a
struggle, she said. “Our school superintendent hopes to have some kind of graduation ceremony. Maybe it will be
outside,” Kauffold said.
Overall, folks in Dodge are like folks everywhere else — wondering when this is going to end, wondering if someone
they know might get infected, wondering what will be left when it’s over. Will that be a month? Or months?
There have been no confirmed cases of coronavirus in Dodge, but there had been four cases reported in Dodge
County as of noon Wednesday, and one in Cuming County, just a mile to the north.
This Sunday in Dodge, there will be another Corona Cruise to support local businesses. But this time, hearts will be
placed in windows instead of bears. It’s the least that can be done in these uncertain times, Stecher said.
“I think eventually it’s going to be OK,” she said. “It’s just going to take while.”
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Traffic plunges across Nebraska amid pandemic. But are we still driving too much?
 
Traffic across Nebraska has plummeted on streets and highways as people shelter to fight the novel coronavirus.
Different counts suggest Dodge Street traffic through central Omaha has dropped by half, while Interstate traffic is
down by 41% from Lincoln to Iowa.
The data shows an incredible turn as society pivots in response to the pandemic. But amid the calls to stay home for
the greater good, the figures also raise the question: Are people still driving too much?
Unacast, an international analytics company that uses cellphone location data, has created a “Social Distancing
Scoreboard” rating the United States, individual states and counties on how much they’re cutting their travel and
nonessential visits.
Nebraska rates a C- for its behavioral changes, although it’s unclear how traffic from the continued flow of vital
interstate trucking traffic factors into the state’s grade. Douglas County rates a C.
Greg Youell, executive director of the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency, said he drove down a nearly empty Dodge
Street one evening recently, and it felt almost eerie.
But he said the traffic that remains is often the people who need to take their trips the most, including doctors,
nurses and people supporting vital services.
“It’s good that they’re there,” Youell said, “and it’s kind of a lifeline for keeping everything going in this
unprecedented time.”
Tuesday, the Nebraska Department of Transportation released traffic figures showing the slowdown cascade
through March.
In the first week of March, traffic volumes were up 2% compared with the March average for the three-year period
from 2016 to 2018. By the third week of March, traffic was down 19%, and then 29% by last week.
The Interstate showed the biggest drops. Traffic was down 41% on Interstate 80 from Lincoln to Iowa and in Omaha
on Interstates 480 and 680. Traffic volume was down 36% on I-80 west of Lincoln.
Other Douglas County and Sarpy County highways and streets were down 28% by the end of March.
The data comes from the department’s system of 67 automated, continuous traffic counters across the state.
Kyle Schneweis, the Department of Transportation’s director, said Nebraska’s freight traffic remains at near-normal
levels. He said the department will continue analyzing the data to understand the impacts and trends.
Jeff Riesselman, the City of Omaha’s traffic engineer, said the city is looking at its available traffic numbers, too. They
appear to be in line, he said, with the state’s figures and traffic numbers nationally.
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Wednesday, the city released a collection of traffic figures compared with the last week of February. The numbers
were measured at three intersections with radar detection signals:


·         144th Street and West Center Road: -44%
·         72nd and Grover Streets: -39%
·         120th and L Streets: -36%


On Dodge Street between 69th and 93rd Streets, traffic volumes were down 52%. On 84th Street from Center Street
to Lincoln Street in Papillion, volumes were down 35%.
For Douglas County, the Unacast scoreboard indicates that the average distance traveled was down about 47%.
According to the company, nonessential trips in Douglas County were down about 61%.
By Jeffrey Robb
 


OWH: Former middle school teacher convicted of having sex with student dies in prison
 
A former Lincoln middle school teacher who was convicted of first-degree sexual assault of a minor has died in
prison.
Jackson Hedrick, 27, died about 8:30 a.m. Wednesday at a Lincoln hospital, according to a spokeswoman for the
Nebraska Corrections Department. He was serving a 20- to 30-year sentence that began in December 2015.
The cause of death has not been determined, the spokeswoman said. Whenever someone dies in custody in
Nebraska, a grand jury is called to conduct an investigation.
Hedrick was a first-year social studies teacher at Irving Middle School when he was arrested on suspicion of
enticement by electronic communication device. After further investigation, Hedrick was charged with first-degree
sexual assault of a 14-year-old female student from the school.
Hedrick also was an assistant cross country coach at Lincoln Southeast High School. He graduated from that high
school in 2010.
By Kevin Cole
 


LJS: COVID-19 complicating college student census count
 
The goal of the 2020 U.S. Census is to “count everyone once, only once and in the right place,” the bureau’s
marketing materials say, with the right place being where each person was living April 1.
In this year’s count, the “right place” for nearly 12 million full-time students across the country is where they are
pursuing higher education, either their on-campus residence hall or off-campus house or apartment, even if it’s not
their permanent address.
But the spread of the coronavirus and the subsequent closing of college and university dormitories across the
country displaced thousands of students from where they normally would have been residing on what’s known as
Census Day.
The implications of undercounting the student population in cities such as Lincoln and Omaha, both home to
multiple institutions that host thousands of students annually, as well as small college towns across the state, could
be huge.
Millions of dollars in federal funding are at stake each year, and an undercount of as few as 1,000 people could
result in Lincoln losing an estimated $21 million for education needs or infrastructure projects over the next decade,
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said last fall.
Counting college students in their rural hometowns rather than the urban centers where they spend most of their
year could be felt for the next decade, too, as next year's redistricting process will rely on this year's census.
To ensure Nebraska's count of residents is in line with federal guidelines, university and local government officials
are imploring students to complete the census by listing where they would have been living had the spread of
COVID-19 not forced them to leave campus.
“It’s so important for university and college students to be counted where they are attending school because they
are using those streets, they are using the medical system,” said Josie Gatti Schafer, director of the Center for Public
Affairs Research at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
“All that money is tied to the census,” she said, adding there are three ways on-campus students can be counted
this year.







* Campus officials can turn over administrative data about who is living in university-sponsored housing.
* Students still living there can respond to the questions online, by phone or mail.
* Or, they wait for a census worker to knock on their door for a face-to-face interview in the weeks ahead.
The NU system, through its own Complete Count working group that included representatives from each campus,
coordinated with the Census Bureau to turn over records about who was living in traditional dormitories, suite-style
residence halls and even Greek houses this year.
That means more than 11,000 NU students across the state will be automatically recorded at their campus address,
including roughly 7,500 students at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, according to Lesley Esters, director of
assessment and staff development for the Office of Student Affairs.
But Esters said UNL is concerned about how the students who live in apartments or rental houses off-campus may
be counted, particularly if those individuals returned to their parents’ homes or elsewhere to ride out the pandemic.
“There’s always the potential when a student relocates, their participation could be impacted,” she said.
NU is encouraging those students through a series of public service announcements and email marketing to fill out
the census online, over the phone, or by mail, listing their address as where they were living on campus.
Gaylor Baird said the Lincoln-Lancaster County Complete Count Committee has also worked “to impress upon the
public the importance of completing the census ... including the tens of thousands of students that attend college in
Lincoln.”
“With the sudden departure of so many students, we are concerned that they will be undercounted,” Gaylor Baird
said. “Students should understand that they are supposed to fill out the census based on where they live the
majority of the year.”
The committee worked with UNL and the local Census Bureau office on outreach efforts starting last fall, while
students in the broadcasting program within the College of Journalism and Mass Communications worked on a
semester-long project to promote the census for students, she added.
Still, Lancaster County Board Chair Sean Flowerday said it will be tough to get college students counted where they
are living while attending college.
As chair of the Complete Count Committee, Flowerday said he’s concerned COVID-19-related closures of several
campuses in the Capital City could hurt the county’s census reporting further.
And students still considered dependents by their parents for tax purposes may be classified that way on the census
in their household, Flowerday added.
Schafer said the Census Bureau is aware of both problems — the potential undercount in college towns, as well as
the potential for duplication of some students — and has built tools to sort through the responses and ensure each
student is counted once, only once and in the right place.
David Drozd, a research coordinator at UNO's Center for Public Affairs Research, said the extent of COVID-19's
impact on the census won't be apparent until the data are released.
"It's hard to tell at this point how that is actually going to turn out given all the disruptions in living situations, as well
as in census operations," he said. "We won't really know or be able to analyze the counts until they are released
next spring."
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Former Omaha TV meteorologist arrested, accused of threatening county health director
 
A former Omaha TV meteorologist and spokesman for then-Mayor Jim Suttle is accused of threatening to “lynch”
and slit the throat of Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour.
Ronald G. Penzkowski, who went by the name Ron Gerard, was arrested about 5:45 p.m. Tuesday on suspicion of
making terroristic threats and stalking. He is being held in the Douglas County Jail awaiting a Thursday bail hearing.
Douglas County Sheriff’s Capt. Wayne Hudson said at a press conference Wednesday that Pour had received
multiple “threatening and disturbing” emails — 15 to 30 — from someone about the coronavirus response by health
officials. The emails, which were sent to Pour’s work email account, were traced back to Penzkowski, Hudson said.
The emails referred to public health measures such as shelter-at-home orders, he said. The sender apparently tried
to disguise where the emails were coming from, Hudson said, but forensics work and subpoenas of email and
Internet accounts tied the emails to Penzkowski, 57.
Lt. William Rinn said investigators are looking into whether several email accounts can be tied to Penzkowski.







The first emails were sent March 20, officials said, and the Sheriff’s Office was notified March 25.
The Sheriff’s Office and the Omaha Police Department had officers monitor Pour’s house and office starting last
week, Hudson said.
On Tuesday, deputies went to Penzkowski’s Omaha home with a search warrant. He refused to speak to deputies,
Rinn said. Pour will still need to be interviewed by deputies, he said.
Deputies seized the cellphone they believe was used to send the emails, Rinn said. He declined to say whether
weapons were found in the home but said Penzkowski does not have any guns registered to him.
Additional investigative work will be done to comb through Penzkowski’s cellphone to determine whether he made
additional threats on social media or to others, Rinn said.
Chief Deputy Sheriff Tom Wheeler said that Pour and her staff have been working tirelessly and that all public
servants must be able to make difficult decisions without fear, intimidation or physical harm.
“They make those decisions with one common goal, and that’s to protect the public,” he said. “If we get further
reports of public officials being threatened, we’re going to take them seriously and we’re going to investigate them
thoroughly.”
Penzkowski served as spokesman and director of communications for Omaha Mayor Jim Suttle. He was a field
operations director during Suttle’s election campaign and was named communications director when Suttle took
office in June 2009. Before that, Penzkowski worked as a meteorologist at Omaha TV stations KPTM and KETV.
He left the communications post with the Suttle administration in October 2010. Pour has worked as the Douglas
County health director since 2002. She declined to comment, citing the ongoing investigation.
Chris Rodgers, president of the Douglas County Board of Health, said Pour told him last week about the threatening
emails.
“This has put her in a light that she’s definitely prepared to, but doesn’t relish having to, make these decisions. She
understands how hard this is, but the No. 1 thing is trying to stay ahead of this curve,” he said. “Dr. Pour has always
operated with integrity, and she’s got a lot of equity in this community, and I think that’s why people are looking to
her in this time of need and trust in the words that she’s saying.”
Rodgers said he thought the emails had a sexist undertone.
“Guys are taking these shots at them because they’re women making decisions,” he said, referring both to Pour and
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert.
He reminded people to take public health decisions seriously — to stay at home unless necessary, to avoid being in
groups of more than 10 people and to practice social distancing by staying 6 feet away from one another.
“We’re confident in (Pour’s) abilities and we support her 100%,” he said. “Give us patience on this. These are
unusually strange times.”
By Alia Conley
 


OWH Editorial: This troubling Iowa case shows need to monitor medical staff
 
News accounts over the years have told how, in various states, child-abusing teachers in some instances were able
to find employment in a series of school districts due to a lack of data-sharing among districts. School officials have
responded by stepping up interdistrict communications. A troubling case in Iowa shows the harm that can occur
when the health care system fails to rigorously monitor for criminal conduct among its ranks.
In the Iowa case, a nurse, Katie Boll, was able to keep finding work in one institution after another despite her
misconduct in handling narcotics — stealing painkillers intended to relieve the suffering of elderly patients. This
occurred on at least 50 occasions.
“I knew my mom was in pain,” Joyce Becker of Dundee, Iowa, said of her 92-year-old mother, Alice Bandy. “So I kept
asking the nurses, ‘Can you give her something for the pain?’ And they said, ‘She’s already on morphine.’ Well, then
we later came to find out she wasn’t getting any of it. It was quite a shock. Mom really trusted everyone out there.”
At one nursing home, Boll harmed 14 patients. The oldest was 101 years old.
The vast majority of medical staff hold to high professional standards, of course, and that’s especially the case as the
Midlands medical community has mobilized with extraordinary resolve to address the virus emergency. But the
need to monitor for bad apples is imperative, the same as for any other profession.
“Health facilities don’t share information about past employees’ misconduct,” the Iowa Capital Dispatch concluded
in its investigation of the Boll case. “Licensing boards don’t tell the public about criminal convictions of the







professionals they oversee, and state inspectors don’t always sanction the facilities where the crimes are
committed.”
Last July, federal prosecutors charged Boll with one count of tampering with a consumer product and 16 counts of
acquiring controlled substances by misrepresentation, fraud, deception and subterfuge. As part of a plea bargain,
Boll agreed to relinquish her nursing license, and prosecutors dropped 15 of the 17 charges against her. She was
sentenced to four years in prison.
“Do no harm,” the Hippocratic Oath says. It’s vital for the health care community to monitor for any staff members
who callously violate that all-important principle.
 


OWH: Schools right to oppose bill
 
After reading the Midlands Voices pieces by State Sens. Tom Briese (March 28) and Mike Groene (March 22) lauding
Legislative Bill 1106 as the panacea to lower property taxes and support schools, I have to respond. Lowering
property taxes while doing no harm to other state programs and needs is like constructing a household budget —
equalizing money coming in with expenses going out, and trying to add savings for a rainy day. Nebraska can’t take
out a loan; money in must equal money out.
In LB 1106, the authors promise an additional $500 million in state aid to schools to replace lost property taxes, an
additional cost to the state budget without increasing other taxes or cutting some budget cost. Previous attempts to
lower property taxes cut costs or increased sales or income taxes or both, and they all failed passage. How can
senators now offer a bill that does not cut costs or raise taxes but adds a $500 million expense?
Senators want school parents to trust that the funds to replace lost property taxes will be there in the future.
However, research of legislative reactions when anticipated dollars did not arrive will show cuts to school state aid
were always a target. Also, anything promised by state senators now can be changed by future legislatures, so at
best, LB 1106 is a one-year deal.
Now, the COVID-19 challenge and slowing of the state revenue growth will dry up future funds to pay for the
promised state aid even next year. What will a new Legislature do then? If you want to know why school groups
don’t support LB 1106, now you know. It is not about control; it is about trust. LB 1106 may lower property taxes,
but it doesn’t stabilize state school aid as reported. Until a bill can do both, I’d recommend a no vote.
Chuck Chevalier, Springfield, Neb.
 


LJS Editorial, 4/2: Right time for fresh start for State Fair
 
It is time to hit reset on the Nebraska State Fair.
With last week’s departure of Executive Director Lori Cox, a serious rift within the State Fair Board and an ongoing
investigation into “suspicious activity” in the fair’s finances, the fair is in administrative turmoil.
Following last year’s disastrous fair, which had a reported $1.7 million loss, the fair is in financial turmoil as well.
Some of the financial hit can’t be blamed on the fair’s operations or administration. Heavy rains drenched the
fairgrounds, leading to a 10% drop in attendance and a 12% drop in gate revenue.
But significant spending on concerts also was a major contributor to the loss, the second consecutive year the fair
has lost money after a decade of success -- and profitable events -- in Grand Island.
The loss forced the board to take out a $1.1 million line of credit, lay off 10 of its 17 employees and reduce
entertainment costs by $700,000.
While necessary steps, the layoffs, entertainment cuts and credit payments will weaken the fair for years to come.
The rift in the board, reflected by a series of 6-5 votes, is troubling for two reasons. First, it indicates no strategy for
the fair moving forward is acceptable to a broad majority of those appointed to govern it.
Second, board member Jeremy Jensen, one of the five board members losing on the split vote, has stated that there
is a “coalition” of six board members who took part in “secret vote counting” regarding Cox’s termination prior to a
canceled board meeting last month.
And Legacy Communications, which owns several Grand Island radio stations, sued last year over alleged violations
of the open-meetings act, including not following the rules for the use of executive session.
Regardless of whether they are proved to the letter of the law, Jensen’s charges and the suit’s allegations make it
imperative that the board operate with the utmost transparency -- if, for no other reason, than to restore its







credibility to properly manage the fair.
It also must come up with a plan for future fair operations that is endorsed not only by a broad majority of board
members, but by Nebraskans generally -- a task that could take some time.
With health and safety concerns from the novel coronavirus almost certain to continue into late August, when the
2020 fair is slated to begin, suspending the fair for a year could be a wise move on two fronts, preventing a return
flare-up of the virus and allowing time for the fair to get its administrative house and finances in order.
While it continues to face challenges of getting people from Lincoln, Omaha and their suburbs -- more than half the
state’s population -- to go west for the carnival, livestock shows, food and entertainment, the fair has, until the last
two years, been a success in Grand Island.
Perhaps an administrative and operational reset -- along with some luck on the weather front -- will make it
successful again in the coming years.
 


LJS Local View: COVID-19 puts prisons in peril
 
There is a crisis in Nebraska that has been drawing attention for a while. The Nebraska Department of Corrections is
experiencing one of the worst overcrowding epidemics in the country.
Nebraska consistently ranks among the states with the highest prison overcrowding nationwide. And the state will
have to declare an overcrowding emergency this summer if numbers don’t decrease by July 1.
As a whole, it currently stands at 150% capacity. But Nebraska State Penitentiary is at 187% designed capacity, while
Omaha Correctional Center is at 200% and Diagnostic & Evaluation is over 300% capacity. In fact, the ACLU has filed
a lawsuit because of the overcrowding and inhumane conditions behind bars.
But there is also a tragic shortage of corrections officers. And the officers there are working double and triple shifts.
Combine that with the shortage of health care facilities and providers, and you have some serious issues.
Now inject the novel coronavirus into the equation. These facilities have been ticking time bombs for years (as we
saw during the Mother’s Day riot in Tecumseh a few years back). With increased illness comes decreased
supervision and health care. And with the way inmates are literally stacked on top of each other, there may be no
worse of a situation for this pandemic.
I know many of you are reading this and thinking "Who cares? They’re criminals." But trust me, there are good men
in those facilities who are working extremely hard to turn their lives around. They aren't all murderers and sexual
predators. They're people, people who are much better than their worst mistake.
I know this because, until two months ago, I was one of those people. And that's extremely difficult for me to admit
that here. But I think it's important that people understand what our corrections system is up against.
So I know firsthand how ridiculous the problems are. But I also know that there are a lot of good people on both
sides doing their best every day.
The unit I was in for 2½ months at D&E was originally designed for 16 people. During my time there, we had 50 to 55
men in our unit, 20 or more of them sleeping on cots on the floor with thin mattresses used by someone else the
night before.
There are two showers for the entire unit. At OCC, eight of us shared a room half the size of a shipping container.
Social distancing is an absolute impossibility in these conditions. If the coronavirus infiltrates these facilities, they will
become literal deathtraps.
Again, this is hard for me to share and admit. But, as with my entire life, I'm hoping to use my experience to create
awareness. I'm not sure what the solution is, but this has been a disaster in the making for years. Please keep those
men in your hearts.
Bob Wiley lives in Omaha.
 


AP: US unemployment claims hit record 6.6 million as layoffs accelerate with virus
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More than 6.6 million Americans applied for unemployment benefits last week, far exceeding
a record high set just last week, a sign that layoffs are accelerating in the midst of the coronavirus.
The job cuts are mounting against the backdrop of economies in the United States and abroad that have almost
certainly sunk into a severe recession as businesses close across the world.
The figure for last week is much higher than the previous record of 3.3 million reported for the previous week. The







surging layoffs have led many economists to envision as many as 20 million lost jobs by the end of April. The
unemployment rate could spike to as high as 15% this month, above the previous record of 10.8% set during a deep
recession in 1982.
Many employers are slashing their payrolls to try to stay afloat because their revenue has collapsed, especially at
restaurants, hotels, gyms, movie theaters and other venues that depend on face-to-face interaction. Auto sales have
sunk, and factories have closed.
Stay-at-home orders, imposed by most U.S. states, have intensified pressure on businesses, most of which face rent,
loans and other bills that must be paid.
By Christopher Rugaber
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MLB: Ynoa homers, K’s 9 in Braves’ shutout rout
Braves – 10
Cubs – 0
 
TV and Radio
Fox42: Nebraska Department of Economic Development opened new field office in North Omaha
NCN: Gun rights advocates gather in Norfolk
WOWT: Unemployment payback: Staffers say Nebraska labor department knowingly overpaid,
wrongly approved claims
NET: Tax Credits For Private/Religious School Scholarships Blocked In Legislature
NTV: Sasse and Fischer react to Biden's address
NET: As Vaccination Rates Decline In Nebraska, COVID Expert Says The Hard Work Is Ahead
KLKN: Bryan Health seeing ‘decline’ in COVID patients needing ventilators
 
Governor
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers' compromise puts stamp of approval on 'postcard bill'
UNK News: Governor signs state budget package, including university funding
Scottsbluff SH: Gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster visits area with Trump adviser Kellyanne
Conway
NP Telegraph: Gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster visits North Platte
Scottsbluff SH: ESU #13 breaks ground on Panhandle Beginnings Day Treatment school
Stateline: Republican Governors Block Unaccompanied Migrant Children
Houston Chronicle: Gov. Greg Abbott and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis to share stage in Orlando on
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Thursday
 
Coronavirus
KETV: DCHD: Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine available at drive-thru clinic starting Thursday
LJS: Hy-Vee now offering COVID-19 vaccine without appointment
 
Legislature
OWH: Nebraska's private, parochial school backers try and fail again on scholarship tax credits
LJS: Filibuster defeats plan to create tax credits for private school scholarships in Nebraska
AP: Private school tax credit proposal stalls in Nebraska
LJS: Legislative resolution challenges federal authority on elections, vaccine passports
LJS: Pandemic delayed development of legislative relationships, senators say
 
State, Local and Regional
Iowa Capital Dispatch: US Supreme Court hears high-stakes arguments in biofuels case affecting
Iowa, Nebraska
OWH: Westside students' reenactment of Floyd killing 'hurtful,' 'unacceptable,' officials say
OWH: 114-year-old Omahan is now oldest living American, but she doesn't care
LJS: Officials awaiting more details on Biden's plan for free community college
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Landfill scamming revelation is a huge failure by Douglas County
OWH Erica Wassinger: Nebraska won't grow its startup community without encouraging
entrepreneurs
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Nonpartisan primaries
2.       Keep them safe
3.       Elect Kohen
4.       Border failure
5.       Farming, carbon
6.       Kader’s vital help


LJS Editorial: Stats prove local effort to contain virus is paying off (not available online)
LJS Letters


1.       Olsson, Behmer best for airport board
2.       School names don’t really matter
3.       Northeast Lincoln should elect Danek


GII: Legislative action enabling casino opening
 
National/Federal
OWH: Nebraska and Iowa congressional members react to Biden's address to Congress
AP: Biden's declaration: America's democracy 'is rising anew'
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers' compromise puts stamp of approval on 'postcard bill'
 
LINCOLN — A compromise approved Wednesday night put a stamp of approval on a bill that
requires the mass mailing of postcard notices when a property tax increase is proposed.







The so-called "postcard bill" has been hailed by backers as increasing transparency for taxpayers
when an increase in property taxes is being considered. But opponents had complained that mailing
postcards would be expensive, and would be unfair in instances where inflation and growth force a
hike.
Under the compromise crafted on Legislative Bill 644, postcard mailings to taxpayers would only be
required when proposed growth in property taxes is higher than 2% plus local growth in property
valuation. A notice of the proposed raise, plus notice of a public hearing on the request, would also
have to be published in a county newspaper under the so-called Property Tax Request Act.
The "2% plus growth" language was modeled after a proposal, backed by Gov. Pete Ricketts, that
would have limited increases in property taxes by 3% plus growth. But that proposal died in the face
of a filibuster.
As originally drafted, LB 644, introduced by State Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, would have required
postcards to be sent when any increase in property taxes was proposed. That led to complaints that
mailing postcards could cost $26,000 in Sarpy County, and upwards of $500,000 in Douglas County.
Hansen said the compromise removed objections by cities, counties and school districts.
LB 644 was patterned after a Utah law that requires taxing entities to inform taxpayers, via a
postcard and on a website, when an increase in property taxes is being proposed. Hansen and other
advocates said that taxpayers are often unaware of proposed tax increases, and, as a result, there's
little input given to governmental bodies. 
The bill advanced to final reading on a voice vote.
By Paul Hammel
 


UNK News: Governor signs state budget package, including university funding
 
LINCOLN – The University of Nebraska system will receive increased funding, a new scholarship
program for students in high-need areas will continue, and NU and the state will extend a successful
deferred maintenance partnership under a two-year budget package signed Monday by Gov. Pete
Ricketts.
Ricketts approved the 2021-23 state budget package with no line-item vetoes. His signature clears
the way for a two-year tuition freeze across the NU system and provides critical investments in the
new Nebraska Career Scholarships program as well as a long-term building maintenance initiative
that will help ensure safe, quality facilities for students, faculty and staff.
“Gov. Ricketts’ approval of the state budget package sends a strong message of support for access,
quality education and workforce growth in Nebraska,” NU President Ted Carter said. “The historic
investments included in this budget will benefit students, families and Nebraska taxpayers for
generations to come.
“We are especially grateful for the governor’s leadership on the Nebraska Career Scholarships, which
are already helping our state retain more top talent for the workforce. The University of Nebraska is
in a position of strength as we emerge from a challenging period, and that is thanks in great part to
our elected leaders who recognize the critical importance of affordable, excellent higher education
for the people of our state.”
The university sought, and the Legislature and governor fully funded, modest 2% increases in state
funding each of the next two years.
The state’s support also allows for an across-the-board tuition freeze for 2021-22 and 2022-23.
Additionally, the budget package includes continued funding for the Nebraska Career Scholarships, a
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new state program providing scholarships for Nebraska students pursuing degrees in high-need
areas such as engineering, math, IT and health care.
The governor’s approval also will extend through 2061-62 an NU-state partnership on deferred
maintenance to address building renewal and repair needs across the campuses.
The university’s 900 buildings represent 70% of the state’s building assets. More than one-third of
NU facilities are 50 years or older, and the system’s total deferred maintenance needs are estimated
at $800 million.
Carter praised elected leaders for their long-term investment, noting that by capitalizing on
historically low interest rates, the deferred maintenance plan will save Nebraska taxpayers about
$1.5 billion over its 40-year duration.
By Tyler Ellyson
 


Scottsbluff SH: Gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster visits area with Trump adviser
Kellyanne Conway
 
As he makes his case across the state, Nebraska gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster stopped in
Scotts Bluff County Tuesday.
Herbster shares a lot in common with his friend, Donald Trump. By next November, he’s hoping to
share a little more.
In a recent interview, he told the Star-Herald he’s been watching the Biden administration in its first
100 days and he’s seen enough. It’s what’s compelled him to run.
“I’m just really, really concerned about where this country is headed. I can’t believe what we’ve had
happen in 85 days,” he said.
So far, Herbster is one of two candidates throwing his hat in to replace Gov. Pete Ricketts to head
the state. University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen also officially launched his campaign earlier this
month. State Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha has said he’s strongly considering a run, setting up a
Republican battle royal to replace Ricketts.
On Monday, Herbster drove to Scotts Bluff County as part of a tour of the state. While talking with
voters in Gering, Herbster said his first two questions had nothing to do with division outside the
state and everything to do with the internal regional divide between east and west.
“I can certainly fix (the east, west divide) as governor,” Herbster said. “It’s just bringing people
together, and talking things through.”
Herbster pointed to his success in business as proof of his ability to get disparate groups together.
“There’s no reason, in the state of Nebraska, that we should be divided between the west and the
east. We got to work on that. That can be fixable. We just need to sit out and talk,” he said.
Born in Falls City, Herbster is the CEO of Conklin Company based in Kansas City, Missouri. He
purchased Conklin in 1992 after working at the agribusiness and home products company for several
years. Through it all, Herbster said he’s a hard worker.
“If you work really, really hard, I tell people, it’s what to do with the second eight hours of the day
that makes the difference. I’m much like (Donald Trump), I sleep about four hours a night,” Herbster
said.
In the early days of his campaign, Herbster has associated himself with Trump and the 45th
president’s policies. Conway, a senior adviser to Trump, traveled with Herbster on his tour.
For Herbster, closeness with the former president is more than political posturing. Herbster said he
and Trump have a friendship spanning 16 years. Herbster said he was in New York City at Trump







Tower in 2016 when Trump announced his first run for president.
“I watched him come down the escalators,” Herbster said. “I said to everybody that I knew that he
would be the next president of the United States.”
Herbster said he admires Trump’s accomplishments, even if doing so alienates some voters.
“I can assure you that, my loyalty to what he achieved, what he did, his willingness to put up with all
the crap ... I would never, in any way, back away from my support and loyalty for the president,”
Herbster said, referring to Trump.
Despite being about 1,500 miles to the Mexican border, Herbster said immigration would be a
critical focus of his campaign and administration.
“We got to build a damn wall. You can’t have a country if you’re going to let everybody keep coming
in,” he said.
Herbster said the reemergence of immigration on the southern border as a national issue prompted
him to run for governor.
“If we think those people are just gonna stay in Texas, in Arizona, we live in a glasshouse, those
people are coming to Nebraska,” he said.
Herbster said a governor’s responsibility was two-fold. First and foremost, a governor is supposed to
lead the people of their state, he said.
“But secondly, we’re at a point in America where governors are going to have to be conservative
individuals with a strong backbone. And they’re going to have to push against federal government
overreach,” he said.
As Herbster’s campaign continues into the primary, he may not have the support of the outgoing
governor. On Wednesday, Ricketts told a Lincoln TV news station that he’s worked to grow business
in Nebraska but the same can’t be said for Herbster.
“Charles Herbster chose to put the headquarters for his main company in Missouri. I think that
makes it hard to make the case you’re committed to Nebraska,” Ricketts said.
Despite the potential opposition, Herbster was optimistic.
“We may, we may not succeed,” Herbster said. “But I think we got a good chance.”
By Justin Garcia
 


NP Telegraph: Gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster visits North Platte
 
About 20 North Platte-area residents listened to Republican gubernatorial hopeful Charles Herbster
during a Wednesday afternoon roundtable at Equitable Bank in North Platte.
Herbster, a Falls City cattle feeder and businessman, announced his candidacy Monday in Fremont
to succeed term-limited GOP Gov. Pete Ricketts in 2023.
His North Platte appearance was part of an initial swing through Nebraska, members of his campaign
said earlier this week.
“Like President Donald J. Trump, I am a Nebraskan businessman who created thousands of jobs
nationwide,” Herbster said in an email after Wednesday’s event. “I want to bring that experience
and approach to Lincoln. More jobs means more money for the state. We need to completely
overhaul our state’s tax system and explore every option to reduce taxes while fully funding
education. That includes exploring a consumption tax. I want to make real positive changes for ALL
Nebraskans.”
Herbster operates Herbster Angus Farms in Falls City and is owner and CEO of Conklin Co., an
agriculture and manufacturing distribution business based in Kansas City.







He’s the second declared Republican candidate for next year’s governor’s race, joining University of
Nebraska regent and former Nebraska football player Jim Pillen of Columbus. No Democrats have
declared thus far.
Other likely GOP candidates include state Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha and former Gov. Dave
Heineman of Fremont, according to the Omaha World-Herald.
Heineman held the governor’s office for a record 10 years from 2005 to 2015, when Ricketts
succeeded him.
 


Scottsbluff SH: ESU #13 breaks ground on Panhandle Beginnings Day Treatment school
 
TERRYTOWN — Months after the Panhandle Beginnings Day Treatment Center began treating
children, ESU-13 held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the center.
The center, located in the Carpenter Center, helps students facing mental health crises that prevent
them from continuing their education or place them in harm’s way, according to ESU-13 officials.
Instead of attending regular classes, students can learn and heal safely at the Day Treatment Center.
“One thing that I find remarkable is the energy that you’re able to gather here in the Panhandle for
this,” Nebraska Department of Education Commission Matthew Blomstedt told a gathered crowd of
school administrators on Wednesday.
The effort to erect the multi-million dollar Day Treatment Center stemmed from a coalition of
prominent community leaders. Rick Myles, Scottsbluff Public Schools superintendent, told Gov. Pete
Ricketts via a letter that the need for mental health treatment was great.
“In Scottsbluff (schools) alone, that’s about 40 or so students of our 3,500 who, at any given time,
find themselves in need of a therapeutic day treatment school setting to help them safely overcome
their challenges,” Myles wrote in the letter.
During the ribbon-cutting, Myles told the crowd of about 100 that he hopes the center lives up to its
name.
“I hope for the sake of those kids that need you and the families ... that you will see this as a
beginning and that these people will be an inspiration for more to come in the future,” he said.
State Sen. John Stinner, of Gering, played the part of the middle man. Stinner connected ESU-13
with The Sherwood Foundation, an Omaha-based charity that funds projects geared toward
increasing access to services, increasing access to civic life and promoting social justice. Stinner
helped secure a $2.1 million grant for ESU-13.
“I was surprised at the size, actually,” Stinner told the Star-Herald in December, adding that the
distance between Omaha and Scottsbluff can create a boundary.
Stinner prepared video remarks for the ribbon cutting. He said he hopes the Day Treatment Center
catches on as a model across Nebraska.
The process for enrolling into the Day Treatment Center requires a referral from the school district,
Katherine Carrizales, ESU-13 director of psychological and behavioral health, said. Once she receives
the referral, she said she and a team review the referral. Once in, students spend up to 90 days in
the program.
At the ribbon cutting, Carrizales told the story of Riley, a recent student of the center. She said Riley
was an adolescent student who came to the center because they refused to go to school and hadn’t
left their house in months.
“Before we knew it, the protective layers of (Riley’s) maladaptive behaviors had been peeled away,”
Carrizales said. “This youth had met their treatment goals and was ready to return to their home







school district.”
Andrew Dick, ESU-13 administrator, said the ribbon cutting was slated earlier. However, the surge of
COVID-19 cases late last year pushed the ribbon cutting into the summer.
He told the Star-Herald that the center had one classroom that could support six to eight students at
a time. Next year, he said the center will have two classrooms and add a third the following year.
By Justin Garcia
 


Stateline: Republican Governors Block Unaccompanied Migrant Children
 
FORT WORTH, Texas — The federal foster care system was unprepared to house the record nearly
19,000 unaccompanied children who came to the United States in March, so the Biden
administration asked some states to temporarily house them.
Republican governors in Iowa, Nebraska, South Carolina, South Dakota and Wyoming said no.
The governors claim that unaccompanied children would displace those already in state foster care
or limit states’ ability to make new placements.
“Nebraska is declining their request because we are reserving our resources for serving our kids,”
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said in an April 13 news release. “I do not want our kids harmed as the
result of President Biden’s bad policies.”
But federal officials note that care providers for unaccompanied children are paid via federal grants
and operate separately from state child welfare systems.
Caring for unaccompanied children does require some limited state resources, because states
license and monitor foster care providers contracted by the Office of Refugee Resettlement, the
federal agency in charge of housing unaccompanied minors.
However, there currently are no federally funded foster care providers for unaccompanied minors in
any of the five states where Republican governors have expressed concerns, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services records analyzed by Stateline show.
The children who have been placed there are most likely being taken in by family members,
according to Mary Miller Flowers, senior policy analyst for child protection at the Young Center for
Immigrant Children’s Rights, an advocacy group based in Chicago.
The issue of unaccompanied minors will continue to roil states as immigration remains one of the
most potent political issues for many Republican governors. Some states, such as Texas, are pushing
to end the Biden administration’s policy allowing migrants, including unaccompanied children, into
the country while they await hearings.
“The heartbreaking humanitarian crisis on our border was created by the Biden Administration,”
tweeted South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster shortly after issuing an executive order on April 12,
directing state-licensed foster care facilities to reject the placement of migrant children. “Sending
unaccompanied migrant children from the border to states like South Carolina only makes the
problem worse.”
Ricketts and McMaster’s offices did not answer requests for comment.
But the Trump administration reduced the number of beds for unaccompanied children and closed
government requests for bids to provide shelter and services, according to government grants and
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services bed capacity data analyzed by Stateline.
A Lack of Beds
Law enforcement encountered 18,663 unaccompanied children at the U.S.-Mexico border in March,
the highest number of any month on record for this group of migrants, according to U.S. Customs







and Border Protection data analyzed by the Migration Policy Institute, a nonpartisan think tank.
After apprehension, unaccompanied children are by law supposed to spend no more than 72 hours
in Customs and Border Protection custody before being transferred to the care of the Office of
Refugee Resettlement. This transfer is particularly important because CBP facilities are ill-equipped
to hold children, especially for long periods of time, according to Flowers.
To deal with the surge, HHS has opened about a dozen Emergency Intake Sites and Influx Care
Facilities in California, Texas, Michigan and Pennsylvania. These sites, located inside convention
centers, fairgrounds and military bases, do not have to be licensed by the state and are meant to
hold unaccompanied children only for a short period of time while they are tested for COVID-19,
quarantined and placed with a vetted family member or sponsor.
In more than 80% of cases, the child has a family member in the United States, according to HHS.
Finding long-term foster care for those who don’t have a sponsor falls on the Office of Refugee
Resettlement and its network of more than 200 providers in 22 states.
Foster care providers who care for unaccompanied children include the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, BCFS Health and Human Services,
Upbring, and Urban Strategies.
While the number of unaccompanied child migrant arrivals fell during the early months of the
pandemic, the arrivals began to grow in August and accelerated after a court ordered the Trump
administration in November to exempt unaccompanied children from the Title 42 expulsion order.
That order authorizes the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to suspend the
introduction of persons into the U.S. to protect public health, according to the CDC website.
Predictably, the number of unaccompanied minors crossing the border subsequently rose, but the
Trump administration did not build the capacity to accommodate them, Office of Refugee
Resettlement bed capacity data shows.
On Feb. 28, the Office of Refugee Resettlement had 13,612 available beds, according to the latest
HHS data. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the bed space for unaccompanied children had been
reduced, according to Jennifer Podkul, vice president for policy and advocacy at Kids in Need of
Defense, an advocacy group that provides pro bono legal representation for child migrants.
HHS data analyzed by Stateline shows there was a capacity of about 16,000 beds for unaccompanied
minors in fiscal 2019 that was reduced to about 13,000 by the end of that fiscal year. In 2020,
several standing announcements requesting bids for new providers of shelter and services for
unaccompanied children that would allow HHS to ramp up capacity were closed and have not been
reopened, according to HHS records.
Instead, Office of Refugee Resettlement care providers in various parts of the United States who
care for a small number of unaccompanied children in foster homes have been looking to expand
their number of foster parents, particularly ones who are bilingual, according to an emailed
statement from HHS.
“It could take over a year for a child’s case to make its way through court,” said Podkul. “That’s why
it’s so important for ORR to have foster care families to provide short-term and longer-term foster
care.”
Blocking Unaccompanied Children
Between October 2020 and February 2021, the Office of Refugee Resettlement placed a total of
10,596 unaccompanied children with sponsors in 47 states and in Washington D.C., according to the
latest HHS data. Texas had the most placements, 1,460, followed by Florida with 1,078 and New York
with 1,060. South Carolina received 142, Nebraska 109, South Dakota 20 and Wyoming four.
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The Office of Refugee Resettlement does not have any providers in Iowa, Nebraska, South Carolina,
South Dakota or Wyoming, the states whose governors have refused to take the children. That
means the children placed in those states most likely went to family members rather than federally
funded foster homes licensed by the state.
But the Republican governors have said they are taking a stand to block the Biden administration
from placing children in their state.
“This is not our problem,” said Iowa Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds on the “Need to Know with Jeff
Angelo” program on April 8, according to an Associated Press report. “This is the president’s
problem. He’s the one that has opened the border and he needs to be responsible for this and he
needs to stop it.”
Multiple requests for comment from Reynolds went unanswered.
“South Dakota won't be taking any illegal immigrants that the Biden Administration wants to
relocate,” tweeted South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem on April 14. “My message to illegal immigrants ...
call me when you're an American.”
Noem’s office declined to answer emailed questions from Stateline. “Gov. Noem is fulfilling her duty
to keep the people of South Dakota safe,” said a statement provided by Noem’s office. “State
resources will not be used to house illegal immigrants.”
“I want to state clearly and unequivocally that the State of Wyoming will not participate in relocation
or housing efforts of illegal immigrants or unaccompanied minors, and I have made our position
clear to Federal officials,” tweeted Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon on April 16.
Multiple requests for comment from Gordon went unanswered.
‘Deterrents Don’t Work’
The most recent attempt to block unaccompanied children and other migrants came in the form of a
lawsuit filed by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, a Republican, on April 22. The lawsuit requests
that the Biden administration reestablish the Title 42 rule to expel all migrants, including
unaccompanied children, arguing that allowing migrants “potentially infected with COVID-19” to
enter the country is a risk during the public health crisis.
On Nov. 18, a federal judge ruled that unaccompanied migrant children could not be expelled under
Title 42. An appeals court in January ruled that the federal government could resume expelling
unaccompanied children, but in February the Biden administration amended the Title 42 order to
exempt them.
“The law does not permit any policy that turns away anyone under 18 that arrives at the border
unaccompanied by a parent or legal guardian. That’s a federal law,” said Leah Chavla, senior policy
advisor for migrant rights and justice at the Women’s Refugee Commission, an international group
advocating for the rights of refugee women, children and youth.
In March, the commission along with four dozen advocacy organizations wrote a letter to President
Joe Biden after reports that Department of Homeland Security officials were considering using the
Title 42 policy to expel 16- and 17-year-old unaccompanied children at the southern border.
As of April 28, the Biden administration was returning most single adults and many families trying to
enter the country illegally under Title 42. These two groups comprise more than 90% of those
encountered by federal agents, according to the Migration Policy Institute.
At least 37 of the 44 facilities licensed by the state of Texas to care for migrant children reported
COVID-19 cases in March, affecting 258 kids and teenagers in shelters overseen by both Texas
Health and Human Services and the federal Office of Refugee Resettlement. An additional three
migrants tested positive in state-licensed foster care, according to reports from Houston Public
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Media.
Earlier this month, Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott ordered an investigation of child abuse and
neglect inside an HHS Emergency Intake Facility in San Antonio. Abbott said the state had received
multiple complaints, including allegations that children who had tested positive for COVID-19 were
not being separated from those who had tested negative.
Texas state officials did not reply to requests for comment.
“It’s hard to tell how grave the situation at the border is without being there, but one thing we do
know is that deterrents don’t work, they only make the problem worse,” said Chavla.
“I think the numbers we’re seeing make it clear that these children will continue coming here
seeking our help even if we turn them away temporarily,” she added. “Cruel policies like Title 42 or
family separation only hurt our soul as a nation.”
By Kristian Hernandez
 


Houston Chronicle: Gov. Greg Abbott and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis to share stage in
Orlando on Thursday
 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis will share a stage in Orlando on Thursday on
national television.
Abbott and DeSantis are among five governors who will be featured to discuss the response to
COVID-19 in their states. The hour-long townhall meeting will be on FOX News Channel starting at 9
p.m. CST.
Abbott and DeSantis, both Republicans mentioned as potential presidential candidates in the future,
have taken very different approaches to the pandemic. DeSantis lifted statewide COVID restrictions
in September - a full six months before Abbott followed suit and ended all of Texas’s restrictions.
Abbott has taken criticism from some Republicans in Texas who say he moved too slowly in re-
opening the state. Among those critics has been Allen West, the chairman of the Republican Party of
Texas, who is a former Florida congressman. West was part of a rally in front of the governor’s
mansion in Austin in October blasting Abbott for “executive overreach” with his COVID-19
containment orders.
Beside Abbott and DeSantis, Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves and Nebraska
Gov. Pete Ricketts will be part of the event, “The Ingraham Angle Town Hall: Red State Trailblazers.”
The forum will be moderated by The Laura Ingraham.
By Jeremy Wallace
 


KETV: DCHD: Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine available at drive-thru clinic starting
Thursday
 
OMAHA, Neb. — The Johnson and Johnson COVID-19 vaccine is set to be available at a COVID-19
vaccine clinic in Douglas County starting on Thursday.
According to a news release from the Douglas County Health Department, the single-dose vaccine
will be available at the Metropolitan Community College Fort Omaha campus drive-thru vaccine
clinic on Thursday.
The health department said this will be the "first large community clinic" in Douglas County to offer
the Johnson and Johnson vaccine since the use of the vaccine was stopped about two weeks ago.
According to the news release, reservations for the clinics can be made
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at www.douglascountyhealth.com.
DCHD said that walk-ins will also be welcome at the clinic.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services will operate the clinic and will provide a
calendar of what days the Johnson and Johnson vaccine is available.
According to the DCHD, the Moderna vaccine will also be available on certain days.
Those who have questions can call (402) 444-3400 on Thursday to contact the health department's
COVID-19 information line.
 


LJS: Hy-Vee now offering COVID-19 vaccine without appointment
 
Hy-Vee has become the first local COVID-19 vaccine provider to offer the shot without an
appointment.
The Iowa-based supermarket chain announced Wednesday that all of its pharmacies are now
offering vaccinations on a walk-in basis. The company said people still can sign up for appointments
if they want to.
Hy-Vee spokeswoman Christina Gayman said while demand is still pretty high in larger cities like
Lincoln, it has tapered off in rural areas. She also said vaccine supply is in good shape now that
vaccine manufacturers have had time to catch up.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported Tuesday that only about 5,500 Lancaster
County residents got a first vaccine dose last week, down from 15,000 the previous week and the
lowest total since the week ending Feb. 26.
Total vaccinations, including first and second doses, numbered about 11,500 last week, down from
24,600 a week earlier.
Those numbers mirror a statewide trend. State health officials said 93,284 doses of the vaccines
were administered last week in Nebraska, which was less than half the 211,057 doses the state
reported a week earlier.
As of Wednesday, Lancaster County reported that 66% of residents age 16 and over have received at
least one dose of the vaccine. The county reported 53 new coronavirus cases, but no new deaths.
Those hospitalized locally with COVID-19 include 21 county residents.
The local Health Department plans to start doing smaller clinics in more targeted areas rather than
holding mass clinics at Pinnacle Bank Arena, although it has not yet announced any walk-in clinics.
Hy-Vee was one of the first providers to start offering vaccine in Lincoln as part of the Federal Retail
Pharmacy program. Since then, the company has been joined by several large chains, including
Walmart, Walgreens, CVS and Costco.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Nebraska's private, parochial school backers try and fail again on scholarship tax
credits
 
LINCOLN — The latest attempt to use state tax breaks to help more low-income students attend
private and parochial schools failed in the face of a filibuster Wednesday.
Nebraska lawmakers fell four votes short of ending the filibuster on Legislative Bill 364, introduced
by State Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn. The bill would provide tax credits to people or businesses
that donate to a designated private or parochial school scholarship fund. 
The vote came after eight hours of passionate, sometimes personal, sometimes angry debate that
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ranged from the comparative merits of public and private education to constitutional law and the
best ways to help Black and Latino children living in poverty. The bill will not return this year. 
Linehan, who has pushed for similar bills in previous years, argued that the measure must pass if
Nebraska wants to provide opportunities for every child in the state. She said the bill would give
educational choices to more students whose families don't make enough to pay private school
tuition. 
"In America, a child's opportunity for education should not depend on income or zip code," she said.
Linehan cited one of her greatest concerns as the gap in achievement scores between students of
color and White students. She argued that the chance to attend private or parochial schools could
help students improve their academic performance.
Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha, one of two Black members of the Legislature, joined Linehan in arguing
for the bill. He said education is key to the American promise but students in his community have
waited too long to see improvements in their public schools. 
"My parents are asking for at least the option," he said. "I know parents are asking for something
because what we're doing now is not working."
Sen. Terrell McKinney of Omaha, the state's other Black lawmaker, opposed the bill, although he said
people contacting him were split 50-50 on the issue. But he said he has heard from several people in
his district who experienced racism and discrimination in private and parochial schools.
He also said that going to a different school would not change other aspects of a student's life, such
as going to bed hungry or not having decent shoes or having to move frequently. 
"Giving a scholarship does not erase that the kid is living in poverty," he said. "I just don't see it as
being the solution."
Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha made similar arguments. She said more children could benefit if
the state spent the same amount of money on expanding food assistance or housing subsidies or
other programs that help low-income families.
Some opponents raised questions about the legality of supporting parochial schools, even indirectly,
under the Nebraska Constitution. Others objected to the idea of giving larger tax benefits to people
donating to these scholarships than they would get for donating to other charities, such as food
banks.
"This is a bill that is a gift to the wealthy under the pretense of helping the poor," said Sen. Megan
Hunt of Omaha. 
As advanced from the committee, the bill would allow scholarship donors to get income tax credits
worth up to half of their tax bill each year, with the total amount of credits capped at $5 million a
year. The money would have to be used to pay tuition for students whose families qualify for free or
reduced-price lunches. 
During debate, Linehan offered to limit annual donations to $5,000 per person or $10,000 per
corporation and to allow people to get tax credits for only 75% of their donations. She also offered
to put a five-year sunset on the program.
She said the tax credit scholarships could pay for an estimated 400 to 700 students to attend private
schools, depending on the tuition amount of each school. 
The Revenue Committee also added parts of another bill, introduced by Sen. Tom Briese of Albion,
to LB 364. The language added from Briese's bill would provide income tax credits for donations that
promote early childhood programs. Those credits also would be capped at $5 million a year.
Jeremy Ekeler with the Nebraska Catholic Conference decried the vote, saying that the 20 senators
who did not vote for cloture had "prioritized politics over parents' rights." But he also said it was a







step in the right direction to have a full day of debate about the issue.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Filibuster defeats plan to create tax credits for private school scholarships in
Nebraska
 
Opponents of a bill creating a tax credit for Nebraskans who donate to scholarship funds for private
school students once again defeated the proposal through a legislative filibuster.
Despite offers of compromise from sponsor Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, the Opportunity
Scholarships Act (LB364) was pushed off the agenda after backers failed to secure 33 votes to invoke
cloture.
How they voted
A bill (LB364) to create tax credits for donations to private school scholarship funds failed to gain the
33 votes needed to invoke cloture on Wednesday:
Yes (29) — Aguilar, Albrecht, Arch, Bostelman, Brewer, Briese, Clements, Dorn, Erdman, Flood, Geist,
Gragert, Groene, Halloran, B. Hansen, Hilgers, Hughes, Kolterman, Lindstrom, Lowe, McDonnell,
Moser, Murman, Sanders, Slama, Stinner, Vargas, Wayne.
No (18) — Blood, Bostar, Brandt, J. Cavanaugh, M. Cavanaugh, Day, DeBoer, Friesen, M. Hansen,
Hilkemann, Hunt, Lathrop, McCollister, McKinney, Morfeld, Pahls, Williams, Wishart.
Present, not voting (2) — Pansing-Brooks, Walz.
Under the bill, taxpayers could receive credits up to 50% of their annual income tax liability, with the
scholarships going toward tuition and fees for low-income students who elect to attend a private
school.
As introduced, the state would have provided $10 million in tax credits annually, but an amendment
from the Revenue Committee — which Linehan leads as chairwoman — reduced that yearly cap to
$5 million.
The Revenue Committee also amended a bill (LB531) from Sen. Tom Briese of Albion that created a
similar tax credit program for Nebraskans who donate to early childhood education programs.
Linehan said both programs would help families find the right educational fit for their children, and
wasn't about stoking division between public and private schools.
Over eight hours of debate on Wednesday, opponents attacked Linehan's bill as diverting state funds
to private schools — which some said was potentially unconstitutional under state law — and an
unneeded tax incentive for wealthy Nebraskans.
Still others said the bill did nothing to address issues of poverty, which several lawmakers said were
responsible for lower educational attainment in the state's schools.
Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt, who introduced an amendment to prohibit funds from going to any
organization that discriminates on the basis of race, gender, sexual identity or disability, said the bill
would hurt public education in Nebraska.
"If families choose to send their children to those schools, that's their prerogative," Hunt said, "but
don't tell me the state should subsidize that."
Sen. Wendy DeBoer of Bennington raised concerns that LB364 provided more in tax benefits to
Nebraskans that contributed to private school scholarship funds than food banks or medical
research.
"The problem isn't the program these dollars are going to," DeBoer said. "It's that this is a kind of tax
loophole my constituents asked me to come down here and not create."







Several senators, including Adam Morfeld of Lincoln and Steve Lathrop and Tony Vargas of Omaha,
said instead of creating an incentive to donate to private schools — something they pointed out
happens regardless — the Legislature should work to improve deficiencies in the public school
system.
Lathrop criticized backers of the bill who said it would have helped close the achievement gap in
low-performing school districts by expanding the educational options for students.
"We've stuffed money into property tax relief," Lathrop said. "We didn't talk about the achievement
gap during the property tax relief bill."
Instead of creating a bevy of new tax breaks this year, as the Legislature is on track to accomplish,
Lathrop said state lawmakers should have been looking at ways to reduce class sizes, better engage
parents and provide more funding to schools.
But Sen. Justin Wayne, who had opposed similar bills in recent years, said families in his North
Omaha district couldn't wait for their schools to turn around.
"Choice is about the privilege of having the dollars to make that choice," Wayne said, likening the
program to a life preserver that could immediately help change the trajectory for hundreds of
students.
Emerging as a leader among the backers of Linehan's bill, Wayne was routinely given time on the
microphone to try and persuade opponents.
He told the Legislature about his family's choice to send their children to a private school rather than
the public schools in his neighborhood, and at one point, challenged other senators to send their
kids to school in North Omaha.
Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk, who recently retired from the Children's Scholarship Fund of Omaha,
which provides financial assistance to help children attend private K-12 schools, said families should
be given every tool to do what's best for their children.
"For some kids, in certain situations, this is their chance for something different," Flood said. "It's a
very personal choice for someone who wants to enroll their son or daughter in a school like this."
Linehan said she was willing to work with other lawmakers to address their concerns, and indicated
she was ready to limit the amount of tax credits individuals and organizations could receive, put an
end date to the bill, and work on the anti-discrimination language proposed by Hunt.
Her offers were rejected, however.
Shortly before 7 p.m., Linehan invoked cloture, but fell four votes short of shutting off debate and
forcing a vote on the bill and its amendments, effectively killing it for the year.
By Chris Dunker
 


AP: Private school tax credit proposal stalls in Nebraska
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — A proposal to indirectly subsidize private K-12 schools in Nebraska by offering
tax credits to scholarship donors stalled on Wednesday after opponents blocked the measure with a
filibuster.
Backers in the Legislature fell four votes short of the 33 they needed to force a vote on the bill,
which effectively sidelines it for the rest of this year’s session.
Supporters pitched the measure as a way to give low-income students more choices if a public
school doesn’t meet their needs, but the measure drew sharp opposition from others lawmakers,
who argued it would divert tax dollars away from K-12 public schools and other priorities.
The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Omaha, said she was willing to compromise with further







limits on the benefits taxpayers could claim and a possible expiration date for the program, but she
complained that lawmakers were using parliamentary tactics to keep those changes from coming to
a vote.
“A child’s opportunity for an education should not be determined by a family’s income or ZIP code,”
Linehan said.
The bill would allow donors to claim a dollar-for-dollar tax credit equal to their total contribution, up
to half of their total tax liability for the year. Donors also could also carry forward unclaimed portions
of the credit and apply them to their tax bills over the next five years. The total credit available
would be capped at $5 million a year.
The credit would be nonrefundable, so donors couldn’t use it to get money back from the
government.
Sen. Justine Wayne, of Omaha, said the tax credit would create an incentive for donors to contribute
and open up more educational opportunities to students who are struggling in public schools but
can’t afford to leave.
“What we’re doing right now is not working,” Wayne said. “It’s time to start upsetting the apple cart
to make change.”
Opponents blasted the measure as a tax benefit that favors the wealthy, who have more disposable
income to donate. They also painted it as a backdoor way to steer public money into private schools,
an idea that hasn’t gained much traction despite Nebraska’s conservative leanings.
“If families choose to send their children to these schools, that’s their prerogative,” said Sen. Megan
Hunt, of Omaha. “But don’t make the state subsidize these schools.”
Sen. Wendy DeBoer, of Omaha, said tax credits aren’t as transparent as a direct payment from the
government, and she noted that the credit would be far more generous than other tax write-offs for
donations to churches, food pantries and other charities. DeBoer said the bill would effectively allow
donors to dictate how the government spends part of their tax money.
“If I wanted to give 50% of my tax liability to build roads, or to work on property taxes, or anything
like that, I don’t have that option,” DeBoer said. “I can’t tell the government how to spend 50% of
my tax liability, but we’re setting that up here, and I can’t get over that.”
By Grant Schulte
 


LJS: Legislative resolution challenges federal authority on elections, vaccine passports
 
Thirty-one senators have signed a proposed legislative resolution objecting to a wide range of
federal actions, including any election reform that usurps state control over elections, while
affirming individual rights to "decide what, if any, vaccination is necessary" to protect individual and
family health.
The resolution (LR107) was signed by 30 senators who are Republicans and a single Democrat, Sen.
Mike McDonnell of Omaha, with Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte listed as the lead sponsor. 
Its preamble pledges to reaffirm their oaths to defend the U.S. Constitution "against every act of
aggression, whether foreign or domestic, including every act of unconstitutional abuse of power."
The resolution states that "the inevitable consequence" of such actions would be to "obliterate
completely the rights of sovereignty by the several states and to destroy the rights and liberties of
the people."
Specific reference is made to protecting Second Amendment gun rights and opposing "federal
government actions which seek to punish traditional religious beliefs about the sanctity of life and







sexual mores."
The resolution states that "we express distress at the prospect of proposed federal legislation
designed to usurp the election process that was constitutionally left primarily to the legislatures of
the several states."
"We explicitly reject the idea of vaccine passports," the document states, along with "federal
mandates that restrain a person's right to peaceably assemble or restrict their freedom to travel or
conduct commerce."
The resolution was referred to the Legislature's executive board for action, and Sen. Megan Hunt of
Omaha subsequently filed a motion to send it to the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
Committee for consideration.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Pandemic delayed development of legislative relationships, senators say
 
Necessary health and safety restrictions placed on the Nebraska Legislature by the coronavirus
reduced or delayed development of relationships that normally help shape legislation, two state
senators told a Lincoln Chamber of Commerce briefing on Wednesday conducted via Zoom.
"It placed freshman senators in a really tough position," two-term Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha
said, because they had to wait to develop the personal  relationships that can be a key factor in
achieving legislative success.
"There were some members (of the Legislature) that I had no conversations with for the first couple
of months," freshman Sen. Eliot Bostar of Lincoln said in answering a question posed by Bruce
Bohrer, executive vice president and general counsel for the Lincoln Chamber.
"Everyone has something to teach me," Bostar said.
And that occurred in the two committees he serves on during the two months or so that senators
were essentially limited to committee hearings and largely isolated from other legislators, he said.
"We care about each other," Bostar said in summing up some initial impressions, and "when we
disagree, we have fun doing it."
In addition to the delayed opportunity for new senators to listen and learn from senior members of
the body, Lindstrom said, pandemic restrictions have denied all senators the opportunity to step out
into the Capitol Rotunda to visit with lobbyists and representatives from organizations who gather
there when the Legislature is in session.
"I find it therapeutic to go out there," Lindstrom said, and listen to information and viewpoints
provided by both sides of an issue.
One of the lessons that freshman senators are about to learn is the need for persistence, he said. His
bill (LB64) that would phase out the state income tax levied on Social Security income has been a
two-term effort.  
In answer to another question, both senators said they are hearing differing guesses about the new
economic projections that will be forthcoming from the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory
Board on Thursday. 
That forecast is used by the Legislature to craft the state's budget and will have an impact on
remaining spending decisions.
"Appropriations Committee members are guessing less revenue, and Revenue Committee members
are saying more," Lindstrom said. "I would think higher."
By Don Walton







 


Iowa Capital Dispatch: US Supreme Court hears high-stakes arguments in biofuels case
affecting Iowa, Nebraska
 
Oil refiners and biofuels interests squared off in oral arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court on
Tuesday in a case with large implications for Iowa and Nebraska.
As is usually the case, the justices grilled lawyers from both sides before submitting the case for a
decision later, most likely in a couple of months or more. Hollyfrontier Cheyenne Refining LLC v.
Renewable Fuels Association addresses questions over whether small refineries can request
exemptions to the Renewable Fuel Standard.
The standard sets the amount of biofuels that must be blended into gasoline and diesel. Small
refineries are granted hardship exemptions in some cases. 
Iowa and Nebraska are the top producers of ethanol, made with corn. Iowa is the also the top
producer of biodiesel, made with soybeans. 
Iowa Attorney General Tom Miller and Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson led an effort to file
an eight-state amicus brief with the Supreme Court supporting the Renewable Fuels Association. The
association argues that the exemptions should not be granted in cases where they haven’t been in
place continuously.
The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals in January 2020 ruled that the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency had issued exemptions to the biofuels mandate to refineries that didn’t qualify. The small
refineries have argued they face financial ruin if they are forced to buy ethanol and biodiesel at the
levels demanded by Congress. 
After indicating he would support farm interests, then-President Donald Trump allowed EPA to
approve 85 exemptions that cost the biofuels industry 4 billion gallons in sales. President Joe Biden’s
administration supports the 10th Circuit decision.
Peter Keisler, lawyer for the refiners, argued that the federal rules allow an application for a
hardship exemption “at any time.”
He said the key is the word “extension,” and justices spent time exploring what Congress meant by
its language.
“No dictionary defines ‘extension’ to require continuity,” Keisler told the justices. “Congress has used
the term elsewhere when it’s specifically authorizing the resumption of benefits,” he added.
When Chief Justice John Roberts asked Keisler if a new refinery could apply for an “extension” of the
Renewable Fuels Standard exemption, Keisler said yes. “Our key point would be the preferred
reading of ‘extension’ does not require continuity,” Keisler said.
Responded Roberts: “I’m not sure that’s the strongest position.”
Later, Justice Sonia Sotomayor noted the use of the word “temporary” in the regulation. “Doesn’t
the use of the word ‘temporary’ in the provision at issue suggest the other side’s reading more than
yours?” she asked.
Keisler said another part of the regulation suggests an exemption application can come “at any
time.”
Christopher Michel, assistant to the solicitor general of the Department of Justice, said Congress’
language was clear, offering an extension to those that already had exemptions.
“EPA cannot grant something that does not exist,” Michel said. “That is the ordinary, common sense
meaning of the statutory text,” which was meant to promote the biofuels industry while giving small
refineries time to comply, he said.
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“Simply put, if Congress wanted to adopt the generally available exemption petitioners advocate, it
would not have enacted the scheme it did here,” Michel said. “That scheme does not doom small
refineries to failure. The vast majority of small refineries, including the petitioners’, have successfully
complied with the RFS in many prior years.”
Roberts suggested the terms in the regulation could be seen as ambiguous. “You’re not arguing that
this term is plain or unambiguous, right?” he asked.
Responded Michel: “We’re not arguing that it’s unambiguous, but we do think that this is clearly the
more ordinary use of the term in common parlance. The Court’s decisions have said it will apply the
ordinary meaning of the statute unless there’s a good reason not to.”
Justice Stephen Breyer addressed the issue from a stance of “marketable rights” and the challenges
refineries face when the prices of credits tied to the biofuels standards vary widely. 
“And so, from the point of view of a marketable rights program, your interpretation seems to turn it
into a kind of chaos,” Breyer said. 
Michel said there was “complete clarity” that the blanket exemption would be available for the first
five years of the Renewable Fuel Standard, which became effective in 2005 and was amended in
2007. “I don’t think there is chaos here,” he added.
Matthew Morrison, representing the Renewable Fuels Association, argued against the exemptions. 
“EPA’s unauthorized carve-outs have resulted in billions of dollars of lost revenue to biofuels
producers, devastating the rural economies,” Morrison said. 
“Petitioners’ suggestion that there should be a permanent safety value to excuse them from their
compliance obligations is belied by the text and the structure of the statute. It is antithetical to
Congress’ goal of increasing the volume of renewable fuel in the nation’s transportation system,”
Morrison added.
In a press release, Miller, the Iowa attorney general, called the case “critical to Iowa’s renewable fuel
industry.” 
“We think we have the stronger argument: that Congress intended to advance renewable fuels, and
not freely grant exemptions to small refineries. The plain, common sense meaning of the statute
language prevails, in our opinion,” he said of the amicus brief from the states.
Miller said the exemption cost the biofuels industry $2 billion in demand.
By Perry Beeman
 


OWH: Westside students' reenactment of Floyd killing 'hurtful,' 'unacceptable,' officials
say
 
Westside High School students could face consequences for reenacting the arrest and killing of
George Floyd inside the school building and then posting a photo to social media, a district
spokeswoman said Wednesday.
Spokeswoman Brandi Paul said she couldn’t comment on student disciplinary matters, however the
image, which she described as “incredibly hurtful,” was made in the school and disrupted the
learning environment.
“Bottom line, if it disrupts that learning environment, there are consequences to those actions,” she
said.
The picture shows a Westside High student kneeling on another student’s neck.
According to district officials, the students involved indicated that they were willing participants, and
no one was hurt.
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The students told officials that their intention was to reenact the Floyd killing after seeing something
online, but they said that they did not have ill intent.
On April 20, a jury convicted former Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin of murder and
manslaughter for pinning Floyd to the pavement with his knee during an arrest.
The death of Floyd, who was Black, touched off protests and violence.
The students shared the photo in a group Snapchat, and it was then shared beyond that private
group, officials said.
Administrators arriving at school Wednesday were notified by students about the posting, Paul said.
The district also received emails about it, she said.
The district then sent messages to alert families and students.
“We want them to know, especially at the high school level — these are young adults — (and) have
open, honest conversations about this,” Paul said.
Last summer the district created a WE-Side Council, a group designed to promote inclusion and
ensure that every person who comes to the district’s buildings are loved and supported, Paul said.
She said district officials feel they’ve been making progress in a variety of areas that they hope will
cause change over the long run.
“But today is a reminder that, man, we’ve got a long way to go. And I don’t think that’s just for
Westside, I think that’s everywhere.”
Even though the kids involved indicated that they had no ill intent, that doesn’t negate the impact of
what they’ve done, she said.
“We certainly don’t want to imply that we’re negating the severity of this by any means,” she said.
“We don’t know what was in their head at the time. They didn’t indicate to us that they had clear
reasons for why they did this.”
Whatever the purpose, she said, “it’s unacceptable.”
“It is unacceptable for their classmates, for their teachers, for our culture and what we’re trying to
achieve at school,” she said.
In letters to families and students, officials said the students “made a very poor choice and their
actions were unacceptable.”
Officials, in their letters, said Omaha police were notified.
“We are working to address this at all levels,” said the letters from Westside Principal Jay Opperman
and Director of Student Services Robert Aranda. “Our top priority is ensuring the safety and well
being of all students and staff in our building today — and every day. We are vigilant for any
disruption that may occur as a result of this, and we will respond accordingly.”
They indicated that administrators and counselors would be available to support students and staff.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: 114-year-old Omahan is now oldest living American, but she doesn't care
 
Omahan Thelma Sutcliffe doesn’t give a hoot about being America’s oldest living person, but she
bristles at the restrictions imposed during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“She’s just looking forward to the day that I can finally eat with her in the dining room again,” said
Luella “Lou” Mason, a longtime friend. “She tells me, ‘I know we have to go by the rules, but I don’t
like it.’ “
Sutcliffe, born Oct. 1, 1906, and Mason became friends while living at Elmwood Tower near 52nd
and Leavenworth Streets. They have remained close since Thelma moved in 2017 to Brighton
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Gardens senior living center near 93rd Street and Western Avenue.
The Gerontology Research Group said Sutcliffe became the nation’s oldest living person and
seventh-oldest in the world on April 17 when Hester Ford, a 115-year-old woman, died in North
Carolina. The second-oldest American is Maria Branas Morera, who was born in California on March
4, 1907. She now lives in Spain.
“I’m happy (Brighton Gardens) is keeping things locked down because it’s keeping everyone healthy,
but Thelma is as determined as ever to do what she wants to do,” Mason said. “She asks me every
time I visit, ‘Are you going to eat with me today?’ It breaks my heart that I can’t.”
Until visitors are allowed in the dining room, Thelma is taking all her meals in her room. Mason, who
has Sutcliffe’s power of attorney, calls the senior living center 24 hours ahead of time to schedule
visits. Sutcliffe’s hearing and sight are fading, Mason said, but her mind is still “very sharp.”
Sutcliffe received her COVID shots at the earliest opportunity, Mason said. Testing her for the
coronavirus, however, proved to be a non-starter.
“They went in to test her for COVID and they told her that I had approved the test,” Mason said.
“She looked at (the swab) and looked up at the person holding it and said, ‘You’re not going to be
sticking that thing up my nose. You can tell Lou to stick it up hers.’ “
At 114 years of age and 209 days as of Wednesday, Sutcliffe has lived through two World Wars, the
1918 flu pandemic and countless other calamities. Married in 1924, her husband, Bill, died in the
1970s. The couple had no children. A 93-year-old nephew living in Arizona typically visits her on her
birthday.
Mason said Sutcliffe brushes off talk about her longevity, including her status as the nation’s oldest
person. She is “very particular about her appearance,” Mason said, and doesn’t allow photos unless
everything is just right.
“As far as her age, she doesn’t believe in worrying at all,” Mason said. “She always says, ‘What good
does it do to worry?’ I think that’s how you live to be 114 years old.”
By Kevin Cole
 


LJS: Officials awaiting more details on Biden's plan for free community college
 
President Joe Biden said he would expand access to higher education as part of his $1.8 trillion
American Families Plan unveiled on Wednesday.
In an address before an abbreviated joint session of Congress, Biden said his providing four more
years of public education would "change the dynamic" for many Americans.
Education "is the overwhelming reason that propelled us to where we got in the 20th century,"
Biden said, adding America was the "best-educated, best-prepared nation in the world."
Along with expanding early childhood education, Biden proposed offering two free years of
community college, a plan expected to cost $109 billion.
Greg Adams, the executive director of the Nebraska Community College Association, which enrolls
more than 56,000 full-time and part-time students, said he would wait for more details, but added
he was "not sure how practical" the president's plan is.
The early outline of the plan did not indicate which students would be covered, or whether states
would be expected to provide a match, as in a 2015 proposal put forward by President Barack
Obama.
According to the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education, the combined cost of
tuition and fees across all six of Nebraska's community colleges — before federal and state grants,
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fee waivers and other financial aid — was $66.7 million last year.
The coordinating commission estimated the state would need to appropriate between $15.5 million
and $17.6 million as a match to the federal government's contribution, depending on how part-time
and dual credit students were counted.
The American Families Plan would also increase the maximum Pell Grant award by $1,400, which the
Biden administration said would provide more financial aid to low-income students seeking a college
education.
In Nebraska, more than 34,000 students attending Nebraska institutions received a Pell Grant in the
2019-20 school year, according to the coordinating commission.
The average amount received: $3,930.
Adams said Congress should look at expanding Pell Grants to help part-time or nontraditional
students pursue a certificate or associate's degree.
"There are some gaps Congress could do something about that would have a real impact in
Nebraska," Adams said.
Roughly three of every five community college students are enrolled part-time, Adams said.
Allowing students pursuing a CDL certificate or to reenter the workforce after time away to apply for
and receive a Pell Grant would fill an unmet need in the state.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH Editorial: Landfill scamming revelation is a huge failure by Douglas County
 
Government has a responsibility to meet a fundamental test: It must carry out its services efficiently
and justly. And it must make sure its actions build trust with the public.
If the court upholds the criminal charges filed against five county landfill employees and two
business owners, Douglas County government will have failed that test on both counts. That would
be a major failure by local government, and county officials must take action to prevent such abuses
for the future.
Under the scheme, some landfill employees allegedly showed favoritism toward certain dump truck
owners, who had to pay a mere $20 or $26 flat fee instead of the proper hundreds of dollars. The
owners, authorities charge, then compensated the landfill workers with cash, gift cards and even
hams.
No one knows the exact amount stolen. One estimate put the amount at $350,000 over a three-year
period. And the abuse may have stretched across decades. Some employees told the Sheriff’s Office
that the abuse extended back to 1995 — which would amount to a staggering long-term dereliction
of duty by Douglas County government.
According to the legal filing, some landfill employees skewed the landfill computer system so that it
gave a false reading of individual trucks — lowering their weight by tons. In some cases, the
employees allowed trucks to drive by the scale without weighing.
When Waste Management, which handles garbage pickup in unincorporated Douglas County,
conducted an internal investigation, it found that over 12 weeks, five employees lowered one
company’s dump fees 336 times. That would equate to about $350,000 over three years.
This major revenue loss — which, again, apparently is impossible to accurately access —
deprived major funds to not only the landfill property owner and the trash contractor but also to the
county government and the state. Hardworking county taxpayers will hardly be pleased at how this
alleged scamming siphoned off revenues that could have supported the county budget.







In the wake of this alarming situation, Douglas County officials must take action. The County Board
needs answers from Kent Holmes, supervisor of Douglas County Environmental Services, on why
oversight was so lax for so long. The county must adopt new procedures and monitoring protocols to
ensure responsible conduct. The Legislature should consider taking a look at the state law on felony
theft, since the statute of limitations currently is limited to three years.
It’s rare for Douglas County government to have a scandal of this financial magnitude and scale of
embarrassment. That’s all the more reason for the county governmentto demonstrate now that it’s
taking action on needed fronts — to provide answers, hold people accountable, tighten procedures
and rebuild the damage to the public trust.
 


OWH Erica Wassinger: Nebraska won't grow its startup community without encouraging
entrepreneurs
 
As Nebraska’s startup community evolves to its next phase, we have one constant requirement:
Someone needs to find and kiss frogs so our state can get to those rare Prince or Princess
Charmings.
The state’s startup ecosystem is going through another round of growing pains — but the good news
is that the ecosystem is growing.
Several startups are celebrating exits. New funds, including Proven Ventures, are forming to offer
early-stage capital to founders. And established corporations and business leaders are participating
more intentionally.
But we need still more starts. It’s really simple math: More net-new starts mean more successful
startups later.
As one local CEO likes to say, we need 500 starts to get to our goals.
How do we ensure more starts?
A November 2020 Kauffman Foundation report on “pre-entrepreneurship leavers” — people who
had a specific business idea but decided not to proceed — found that before a new entrepreneur
emerges in the ecosystem, they are most likely to:
Talk to a friend or colleague about their idea.
Research the market.
Have conversations about how to finance the concept.
Identify — and, in some cases, get early commitment — from first customers.
Consult an expert in their industry or venture.
Here’s how we can give rise to more starts with intentionality at the starting line:
Focus on talent.
This work involves strong communication about the earliest phases of starting up. We need to
highlight all founders with all kinds of backgrounds in all industries at all stages of starting up. The
work to encourage more talent to carry their ideas forward is everyone’s responsibility. And, by all
means, if you’re not the target customer for an entrepreneur’s idea, don’t squash it!
Identify problems worth solving.
Every great company starts as a problem looking for a solution. As a state, we have a tremendous
amount of potential to innovate in our core industries. And we can lean into our business
community’s natural tendencies to band together to win. It all starts with a simple series of
questions about what isn’t working or isn’t working well enough. Go a step farther: open source
those problems and allow our state’s emerging founders to solve them.
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Offer an on-demand starting line.
If inspiration strikes an entrepreneur, organizations need to be ready to provide support. I’m a big
believer that startups don’t start on a set calendar date. As a state, Nebraska needs to be poised to
support entrepreneurs in real time — from the moment they begin their Google search to startup.
Make grant programs available.
Our state’s economic development department has a tremendous program through the prototype
grant, but those grants require matching funds. Many entrepreneurs come to a screeching halt —
interested customers, well-defined first product, strong team — when they cannot secure this
much-needed R&D capital. It’s especially difficult for women and our state’s people of color, who
have well-documented pay gaps, to compete in this matching grant game.
Ensure early customers are willing to participate.
As I have said in past columns, early customers to a startup are like the sixth (wo)man on a
basketball team. These young companies must have allies in the build of their product. These
startups offer a front-row to innovation for first customers, a strong talent pipeline and potential
opportunities to grow new lines of business. I’m encouraged to see the Greater Omaha Chamber
establish a First Customer Network to ensure entrepreneurs and the broader business community
have open lines of communication.
It’s important to note the distinct difference between capturing existing startups and funneling them
through growth-related programs. It is another entirely to have programs that start new startups.
Across our state, whose focus is on starting startups?
Erica Wassinger is a general partner at Proven Ventures, a Burlington Capital fund.
 


GII: Legislative action enabling casino opening
 
These past weeks have been an exciting time in Grand Island. We’ve finally gotten past the cold of
winter and had the announcement for Fonner Park’s casino partner. In Lincoln, we are on the home-
stretch of the legislative session.
This Monday marked day 67 of the 90-day legislative session and, assuming everything remains
consistent, we should be finished with the session on our scheduled date of June 10. We’ve
approved the budget and begun to focus our attention on legislation with taxing implications,
including legislation limiting property tax levies and reducing the tax burden on Nebraska retirees.
LB371, my bill allowing casino facilities to consider operating when a nearby fair is ongoing, has
passed and been signed by Gov. Pete Ricketts. I appreciate the governor’s affirmation of this bill and
the work that went into its passage, especially the help of Chris Kotulak and Mark Landis. LB371 will
come into effect after the 2021 State Fair, so we will be able to fully preclude the implications of the
old statutory language once the new casino facility is built.
On that note, I’d like to congratulate Fonner Park on the successful announcement of their casino
partnership with Elite Casino Resorts of Iowa. The act of identifying the best possible partner for
Grand Island and Fonner Park was a timely and involved process, and it’s abundantly clear that the
leadership at Fonner rose to the challenge and made a great choice for their casino partner. Casinos
are an international business and are within an industry filed with multinational corporations that
are prepared to open another formulaic facility whenever the opportunity arises. These casinos are
by no means subpar facilities, but when it comes to Grand Island, a company that knows Nebraska
and is prepared to fully engage with the community is obviously preferable. Elite Casino Resorts is
that locally-oriented company, and I am excited to see how their operations in Grand Island flourish







over the next few years. Furthermore, we should be proud of the fact that the architect who
designed the casino, Nathan Casteel, is originally from Grand Island.
LB224, my other bill that has progressed through the full Legislature, was also signed by Gov.
Ricketts. LB224 is my bill that removes the requirement that an appointed county surveyor, should
one not be elected, must reside outside of the county they serve. LB224 was an intuitive change and
is another step toward clearing the way for counties to make the best choices for their own
operations.
As we approach the end of the 2021 legislative session, my staff and I are turning our attention to
interim studies and 2022 legislation. If you have a recommendation for an interim study, a research
project that typically looks into an aspect of state government or state statute and how it can be
improved, please reach out to my office. We only have a limited window for the introduction of
interim studies, May 19 being the deadline, so any suggestions should be made within the next week
or two. Please also reach out if you have proposals for 2022 legislation.
As always, contact me with your support, opposition or questions on any legislative bill or issue. My
legislative aide, Gerald Fraas, and administrative assistant, Amanda Johnson, are also available to
assist you with matters related to the state of Nebraska and the Legislature. You can follow along
with the Nebraska Legislature at www.nebraskalegislature.gov.
Ray Aguilar
Sen. Ray Aguilar of Grand Island represents District 35 in the Nebraska Legislature.
 


OWH: Nebraska and Iowa congressional members react to Biden's address to Congress
 
Nebraska and Iowa lawmakers issued statements Wednesday reacting to President Joe Biden’s first
joint address to Congress.
Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., said that in his address, Biden “laid out a policy wish list that he wants
Americans to pay for through major tax hikes.”
“This is not fair to hardworking Nebraska families, communities, and small businesses,” Fischer said.
“The American people expect the president to keep his word, deliver on his inaugural promise of
bipartisanship and unity, and work with a 50-50 Senate to build consensus.”
In advance of the address, Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, a Republican representing Nebraska’s 1st District,
criticized the reach of the federal government under Biden.
“Our earlier bipartisan emergency measures to turn the corner on this harsh pandemic should not
become an excuse for a hostile takeover by the federal government of every aspect of American
life,” Fortenberry said.
“The question about the President’s expansive spending proposals outlined tonight is not whether
we spend or not, but what makes sense,” he said. “Getting past COVID and ‘returning to normal’ also
means returning to normal governance and normal government expenditures.”
Iowa’s two Republican senators, Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, criticized the lack of bipartisanship in
the early days of the Biden administration.
“President Biden campaigned on unifying a divided nation,” Grassley said in a statement. “Part of
that means working with a Congress divided right down the middle. Thus far he’s done very little to
back up his words from the campaign trail, and he’s stood by while others in his party use divisive
rhetoric that only serves to further inflame discord in our nation.”
In a video response, Ernst criticized the lack of bipartisan support for a COVID relief package passed
earlier this year.







“Instead of working with Republicans to pass a COVID relief bill, President Biden ignored efforts by
Senate Republicans to seek a bipartisan solution and fast-tracked trillions of dollars in non-COVID
spending in a strictly partisan fashion,” Ernst said.
“And now, President Biden is blowing up a traditionally bipartisan issue — infrastructure — and is
looking to pass a partisan, over 2 trillion dollar package that spends less on roads and bridges than it
does on elements of the Green New Deal and other progressive priorities.”
By Jessica Wade
 


AP: Biden's declaration: America's democracy 'is rising anew'
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden declared that “America is rising anew” as he called for an
expansion of federal programs to drive the economy past the coronavirus pandemic and broadly
extend the social safety net on a scale not seen in decades.
Biden's nationally televised address to Congress, his first, raised the stakes for his ability to sell his
plans to voters of both parties, even if Republican lawmakers prove resistant. The Democratic
president is following Wednesday night's speech by pushing his plans in person, beginning in Georgia
on Thursday and then on to Pennsylvania and Virginia in the days ahead.
In the address, Biden pointed optimistically to the nation's emergence from the coronavirus scourge
as a moment for America to prove that its democracy can still work and maintain primacy in the
world.
Speaking in highly personal terms while demanding massive structural changes, the president
marked his first 100 days in office by proposing a $1.8 trillion investment in children, families and
education to help rebuild an economy devastated by the virus and compete with rising global
competitors.
His speech represented both an audacious vision and a considerable gamble. He is governing with
the most slender of majorities in Congress, and even some in his own party have blanched at the
price tag of his proposals.
At the same time, the speech highlighted Biden's fundamental belief in the power of government as
a force for good, even at a time when it is so often the object of scorn.
“I can report to the nation: America is on the move again,” he said. “Turning peril into possibility.
Crisis into opportunity. Setback into strength.”
While the ceremonial setting of the Capitol was the same as usual, the visual images were unlike any
previous presidential address. Members of Congress wore masks and were seated apart because of
pandemic restrictions. Outside the grounds were still surrounded by fencing after insurrectionists in
January protesting Biden's election stormed to the doors of the House chamber where he gave his
address.
“America is ready for takeoff. We are working again. Dreaming again. Discovering again. Leading the
world again. We have shown each other and the world: There is no quit in America,” Biden said.
This year’s scene at the front of the House chamber also had a historic look: For the first time,
a female vice president, Kamala Harris, was seated behind the chief executive. And she was next to
another woman, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.
The first ovation came as Biden greeted "Madam Vice President.” He added, “No president has ever
said those words from this podium, and it’s about time.”
The chamber was so sparsely populated that individual claps could be heard echoing off the walls.
Yet Biden said, “I have never been more confident or more optimistic about America. We have
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stared into an abyss of insurrection and autocracy — of pandemic and pain — and ‘We the People’
did not flinch.”
At times, the president plainly made his case for democracy itself.
Biden demanded that the government take care of its own as a powerful symbol to the world of an
America willing to forcefully follow its ideals and people. He confronted an issue rarely faced by an
American president, namely that in order to compete with autocracies like China, the nation needs
“to prove that democracy still works” after his predecessor’s baseless claims of election fraud and
the ensuing attack on the U.S. Capitol.
“Can our democracy overcome the lies, anger, hate and fears that have pulled us apart?” he asked.
“America’s adversaries – the autocrats of the world – are betting it can’t. They believe we are too full
of anger and division and rage. They look at the images of the mob that assaulted this Capitol as
proof that the sun is setting on American democracy. They are wrong. And we have to prove them
wrong.”
Biden repeatedly hammered home that his plans would put Americans back to work, restoring the
millions of jobs lost to the virus. He laid out an extensive proposal for universal preschool, two years
of free community college, $225 billion for child care and monthly payments of at least $250 to
parents. His ideas target frailties that were uncovered by the pandemic, and he argues that
economic growth will best come from taxing the rich to help the middle class and the poor.
Biden's speech also provided an update on combating the COVID-19 crisis he was elected to tame,
showcasing hundreds of millions of vaccinations and relief checks delivered to help offset the
devastation wrought by a virus that has killed more than 573,000 people in the United States. He
also championed his $2.3 trillion infrastructure plan, a staggering figure to be financed by higher
taxes on corporations.
His appeals were often emotive and personal, talking about Americans needing food and rental
assistance. He also spoke to members of Congress as a peer as much as a president, singling out Sen.
Mitch McConnell, the Republicans' leader, to praise him and speaking as one at a professional
homecoming.
The GOP members in the chamber largely stayed silent, even refusing to clap for seemingly universal
goals like reducing childhood poverty. Sen. Tim Scott of South Carolina said, in the Republicans'
designated response, that Biden was more rhetoric than action.
“Our president seems like a good man,” Scott said. “But our nation is starving for more than empty
platitudes."
The president spoke against a backdrop of the weakening but still lethal pandemic, staggering
unemployment and a roiling debate about police violence against Blacks. He also used his address to
touch on the broader national reckoning over race in America, urging legislation be passed by the
anniversary of George Floyd’s death next month, and to call on Congress to act on the thorny issues
of prescription drug pricing, gun control and modernizing the nation’s immigration system.
In his first three months in office, Biden has signed a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill — passed
without a single GOP vote — and has shepherded direct payments of $1,400 per person to more
than 160 million households. Hundreds of billions of dollars in aid will soon arrive for state and local
governments, enough money that overall U.S. growth this year could eclipse 6% — a level not seen
since 1984. Administration officials are betting that it will be enough to bring back all 8.4 million jobs
lost to the pandemic by next year.
A significant amount proposed just Wednesday would ensure that eligible families receive at least
$250 monthly per child through 2025, extending the enhanced tax credit that was part of Biden’s
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COVID-19 aid. There would be more than $400 billion for subsidized child care and free preschool for
all 3- and 4-year-olds.
Another combined $425 billion would go to permanently reduce health insurance premiums for
people who receive coverage through the Affordable Care Act, as well a national paid family and
medical leave program. Further spending would be directed toward Pell Grants, historically Black
and tribal institutions and to allow people to attend community college tuition-free for two years.
Funding all of this would be a series of tax increases on the wealthy that would raise about $1.5
trillion over a decade. Republican lawmakers in Congress so far have balked at the price tags of
Biden's plans, complicating the chances of passage in a deeply divided Washington.
 
 
Ryan Kopsa
Digital Communications Manager
 
Office of Governor Pete Ricketts
OFFICE  402-471-1974
CELL  402-890-2467
ryan.kopsa@nebraska.gov
governor.nebraska.gov | Facebook | Twitter
 



mailto:ryan.kopsa@nebraska.gov

http://www.governor.nebraska.gov/

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGovernorPeteRicketts&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C04fdb261e9da48b548e208d90b13ea23%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637553002430773336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=b9trH74puYck%2Fsmwe2LjPGtfPd6aTgkgepioJXZvgxU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FGovRicketts&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C04fdb261e9da48b548e208d90b13ea23%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637553002430773336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gYuusAE5tCxACFcFqYlPfXFZFayuISh4l6Xqn6nUkhg%3D&reserved=0






From: Pinkerman, Justin
To: Pinkerman, Justin
Cc: Reuss, Alex
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 4-8-22
Date: Friday, April 8, 2022 8:36:11 AM


CHS - HOLDREGE


Elm Creek, NE


Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
CORN Apr 2022 7.43 -10.00 08:24
CORN Oct 2022 6.81 -30.00 08:23
SOYBEANS Apr 2022 15.68 -70.00 08:23
SOYBEANS Nov 2022 14.35 -40.00 08:23
WHEAT Apr 2022 10.06 -75.00 07:59
WHEAT Jul 2022 10.06 -75.00 07:59
MILO Apr 2022 7.08 -45.00 08:24
MILO Oct 2022 6.61 -50.00 08:23
 
TV and Radio
KLKN: ‘Biggest tax cut bill’ in Nebraska history passed by Legislature
KETV: Nebraska lawmakers unanimously pass historic $900 million tax cut package
NTV: Legislature overrides almost all of Ricketts' budget vetoes
WOWT: Nebraska legislature overrides budget vetoes including prison programs, MoPac trail
NPM: Tax Cuts, ARPA Spending, Veto Overrides Approved
NPM: The Nebraska Legislature Didn't Ban Abortion. Advocates, Opponents Say the Fight Will
Continue
NPM: DEA Warns Mass Fentanyl Overdoses Could be Deadly for Nebraskans
NTV: UPDATE: Mandatory evacuation order extended, 27 agencies continue to battle fire
 
Governor
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers override nearly all of Ricketts' budget vetoes
AP: Nebraska lawmakers override most of Ricketts’ budget vetoes
Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska lawmakers vote to override Gov. Pete Ricketts’ budget vetoes
LJS: Governor hails major state tax reduction bill approved by Legislature
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers pass $900 million tax cut package, Ricketts expected to sign
AP: Nebraska lawmakers approve $900 million tax cut measure
Nebraska Examiner: Praise, worries greet final-round approval of Nebraska’s $900-million tax cut
package
Nebraska Examiner: Governor would get ‘quick action fund’ to close deals under bill advanced
Thursday
NP Telegraph: Legislature approves COVID-19 funds for Sustainable Beef
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OWH: Nebraska lawmakers override nearly all of Ricketts' budget vetoes
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers voted to override almost all of Gov. Pete Ricketts’ vetoes on the
state budget, restoring more than $172 million in expenditures.
Lawmakers passed all three motions to override the governor’s line-item vetoes with broad support.
All three motions received well above the 30 votes needed to pass each override. Three senators
voted against two motions and five opposed the third.







The only line-item veto lawmakers preserved will leave $14 million in the governor’s emergency
fund, instead of moving it into the state’s cash reserve fund.
Ricketts’ vetoes chiefly targeted increased payments for providers caring for vulnerable Nebraskans,
affordable urban housing development, and vocational and life skills programs to help inmates
succeed outside of prison.
In his veto message to lawmakers this week, Ricketts said he wanted to limit excess spending to
prioritize tax relief.
At the time, the Legislature had already given first-round approval to a massive tax cut package that
would amount to nearly $900 million once fully implemented. Lawmakers gave final approval to the
tax cuts just before voting on the veto overrides Thursday morning.
They followed up the override votes by passing Legislative Bill 1014, which directs how Nebraska will
use its $1.04 billion of federal pandemic recovery funds. The measure passed on a 40-4 vote, with
four senators abstaining and one absent.
In response to the Legislature’s overrides, Ricketts praised lawmakers’ efforts toward tax relief in an
emailed statement.
“As responsible stewards of taxpayer money, we must strike a balance between spending and
returning excess revenue to the people,” Ricketts said. “While this budget package spends more
than what we have done historically, the Legislature has also delivered significant tax relief for
Nebraskans.”
This was the first time in five years that Ricketts vetoed any part of the budget, said State Sen. John
Stinner of Gering, chair of the Appropriations Committee. He criticized Ricketts’ logic as “weak”
because the governor has acknowledged the impact of COVID-19 on health care providers, yet chose
to cut funding for them.
During Thursday’s debate, this was the topic most senators took issue with regarding Ricketts’
vetoes. Lawmakers argued that Nebraska has a nursing home crisis, brought on by inflation and the
COVID-19 pandemic. Sen. John Arch of La Vista said increasing rates was critical for providers to
recruit and retain staff.
Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson, who voted yes on one of the three override motions, said he voted
yes only because it would restore funding for nursing homes. However, he said he was disappointed
that the same motion also included funding for middle-income workforce housing and recreational
trails.
“We throw junk in there that doesn’t belong there,” Friesen said.
Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, who voted yes on two of the three override motions, also argued that
the state shouldn’t build housing or include funding for trails. He called out Sen. Steve Lathrop of
Omaha for leading a filibuster on the budget bills earlier in the session to debate criminal justice
reform. The Legislature later rejected Lathrop’s proposal for reform.
Because of Lathrop’s filibuster, Erdman said, lawmakers were unable to consider other budget
amendments that may have prevented Ricketts vetoing line items in the first place.
“Wasting those 50-some hours brought us to this point,” Erdman said.
The bill allocating American Rescue Plan Act dollars would provide funds to some 40 projects and
initiatives across the state. Among them: replacing aging rural ambulances, boosting health and
human services provider payment rates, repairing wastewater systems in state parks, and funding
nonprofit construction projects that were interrupted by the pandemic.
Others include: developing rural and urban low-income housing, updating a climate change study,
building a rural health complex at the University of Nebraska at Kearney, and repairing an irrigation
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canal that runs from Fort Laramie, Wyoming, to Gering.
Lawmakers also provided for a grant program to start or expand child care centers, expanded mental
health treatment, scholarships and loan repayments for health care providers and a program
providing education and preventative medication to people at high risk of getting HIV.
The package now heads to the governor.
The line-item budget vetoes were not the first time Ricketts, who is in his final year as governor due
to term limits, has used his veto pen this year. He rejected a bill that would have required him to
apply for federal rental assistance. An attempt to override that veto came up short in the Legislature
earlier this week.
By Erin Bamer and Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Nebraska lawmakers override most of Ricketts’ budget vetoes
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska lawmakers on Thursday overrode nearly all of Gov. Pete Ricketts’
line-item budget vetoes, restoring more than $172 million in expenditures.
Lawmakers voted in favor of all three motions to override the Republican governor, who had raised
concerns about some of the spending items that they previously approved.
Ricketts’ vetoes had scaled back spending increases for providers who care for vulnerable
Nebraskans, affordable housing in urban areas and a planned bike trail to connect existing routes
between Omaha and Lincoln, among other items.
Lawmakers chose not to override a veto that will leave $14 million in the governor’s emergency
fund. Lawmakers had voted to transfer that money out of the fund.
Ricketts said in a letter to lawmakers that the vetoes were intended to strike a balance between
paying for government functions and setting aside excess revenue to lower taxes.
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska lawmakers vote to override Gov. Pete Ricketts’ budget
vetoes
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers voted overwhelmingly Thursday to override Gov. Pete Ricketts’
budget vetoes.
The governor had cut funding for a hike in provider rates, community corrections programs, urban
housing and completion of a bike-hike trail, saying funds needed to be preserved for tax cuts.
State Sen. John Stinner of Gering, who heads the budget-writing Appropriations Committee, argued
in favor of restoring the spending. His primary focus was restoring $52 million to increase pay for
private providers of services to the elderly, developmentally disabled and those needing mental
health care.
Wage inflation
Wage inflation, Stinner said, has led to workers in nursing homes and care centers leaving for higher
paying jobs, creating vacancies and a decline in access to care. Nursing homes in Mullen, Valentine
and Arapahoe have closed, he added.
Meanwhile, the senator said, the state has provided salary hikes of 20% to 30% to ensure staffing at
state veterans homes, prisons and other 24/7 facilities.
“Suddenly we have enough staff to accommodate patient loads at (the veterans home in) Kearney,
imagine that,” Stinner said.
He added that the state’s budget was crafted with a 15% increase in private provider rates so that







nursing homes and other facilities can start to refill vacancies that had reached 30% in some
agencies.  
‘Significant trifecta’
The Speaker of the Legislature, Lincoln Sen. Mike Hilgers, also urged senators to override the
governor’s vetoes, saying lawmakers have a chance to accomplish a “significant trifecta,” by passing
the largest tax cuts in state history, building the cash reserve fund to $1.3 billion and funding
important priorities, such as the provider rate increases.
The votes on the three override bills drew, respectively, 42, 42 and 41 “yes” votes in the 49-member
Unicameral. It takes 30 votes to override a gubernatorial veto.
Several lawmakers, earlier in the week, struck an agreement not to block the advancement of the
tax-cut proposal, Legislative Bill 873, in exchange for approving the veto overrides. LB 873 won final
approval Thursday.
The third veto override bill, which drew five “no” votes, will provide $8.3 million to complete a hike-
bike trail linking Omaha and Lincoln and will grant $20 million to middle-income housing in urban
areas.
Trail spending questioned
Bayard Sen. Steve Erdman questioned how it could cost $8.3 million to complete eight miles of trail
when a four-lane highway in his district is costing about $1 million a mile.
Omaha Sen. Robert Hilkemann, an avid biker, made completing the trail a priority this year. 
It has been a longtime dream to link the state’s two largest cities with a recreation trail, but the final
link had met hurdles in finding a route acceptable to local residents.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Governor hails major state tax reduction bill approved by Legislature
 
After months of formulating a tax reduction package and weeks of argument over how it should be
shaped, the Legislature on Thursday gave 43-0 final approval to a major tax cut bill that will sharply
reduce future anticipated state revenue.
The proposal (LB873) will reduce the state's top income tax rate for individuals and corporations,
expand state income tax credits for property taxpayers and accelerate the previously approved
phased elimination of state income taxation of Social Security income.
The resulting reduction of anticipated state revenue estimated by the Nebraska Department of
Revenue would grow from $213.8 million in the 2023-24 fiscal year to $867.2 million in fiscal 2026-
27.
A largely unanticipated surge in state revenue and the resulting growth of the state's cash reserve,
dubbed the rainy day fund, helped fuel support for the large tax reduction.
Under terms of the bill, the top individual and corporate income tax rates would be reduced to
5.84% over a five-year period.
The top individual rate currently is 6.84%; the top corporate rate is 7.5%, but already is scheduled to
slide to 7% next year.
The bill includes a new refundable income tax credit for residents applied to a portion of the
property taxes they pay to support community colleges.
The scheduled phase-out of state income taxation of Social Security benefits will be implemented
over four years.
Thursday's vote marked a major legislative victory for Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, chairwoman







of the Legislature's Revenue Committee, who led the way in shaping and defending the tax package
during floor debate, and Sen. Tom Briese of Albion, a committee member who championed the
additional property tax reduction.
Gov. Pete Ricketts celebrated enactment of the package on Facebook and Twitter.
"Over the past eight years, the NELeg and I have worked to control government spending. It's
enabled the passage of the largest tax cut in Nebraska's history," the governor tweeted.
"I look forward to signing LB873 to return money to the hardworking people of Nebraska."
The Nebraska Farm Bureau hailed passage of the bill, describing it as bold action that will be
"transformative for farmers and ranchers and all Nebraskans across the state."
"When fully implemented over the next five years," Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue of
Central City said, the Legislature's tax cut package "will save Nebraskans an estimated $886 million in
property taxes per year."
Nebraska Chamber of Commerce President Bryan Slone of Omaha said "we appreciate the work of
our state leaders in helping us build a game-changing strategy for growth" in the state.
"You get less of what you tax and Nebraskans need more right now — more in their pockets to
support their families, more private investment, more innovation, more high-tech jobs," Slone said.
"A dynamic, growing economy with lots to do and cutting-edge job opportunities is critical to
attracting and retaining more people in Nebraska, especially our talented, young generations
entering the workforce," he said. 
OpenSky Policy Institute, a nonpartisan policy think tank, had a sharply different view, warning that
"these tax cuts are bad news for most Nebraskans."
"The wealthy and out-of-state corporations will come out way ahead," OpenSky executive director
Rebecca Firestone said.
"In time, everyday Nebraskans will likely end up footing the bill by way of cuts to services they need
or increases in other taxes or fees once the federal funds that are currently bolstering our economy
stop flowing."
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers pass $900 million tax cut package, Ricketts expected to sign
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers passed a tax cut package Thursday worth close to $900 million
when fully implemented.
The package, which one supporter described as “transformative,” would cut the top income tax
rates on corporations and individuals, end income taxes on Social Security benefits and boost
property tax relief.
Legislative Bill 873 passed on a 43-0 vote, with six senators absent, representing a quiet end for a
package that generated plenty of controversy along the way.
The measure is expected to be signed by Gov. Pete Ricketts, who made tax cuts a priority this year
and vetoed money from the state budget bills earlier this week to make room for tax cuts.
State Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson originally introduced LB 873 to eliminate community college
property tax levies. But it became the vehicle for a tax package negotiated by Sen. Lou Ann Linehan
of Elkhorn, the Revenue Committee chairwoman, and other committee members after two other
attempts to advance the package failed.
Linehan called passage of the tax package part of “a historic time” in the Legislature. She said it
represents the latest in a series of tax cut measures and passed along with a budget preserving







record-high cash reserves to provide stability in fiscal downturns.
Under the bill as passed, the top individual and corporate tax rates would ratchet down to 5.84%
over five years, ending in 2027. The top individual rate is 6.84% now. The top corporate rate is 7.5%
for this year and, under legislation passed last year, was slated to drop to 7% next year.
For property owners, the package would create a new refundable income tax credit equal to a
portion of what they pay in community college property taxes. The community college credit
program would start at $50 million this year and ramp up to $195 million by 2026.
The new credit program would be similar to the LB 1107 program created two years ago, which
offsets a portion of school property taxes. That program will provide $548 million worth of credits
this year.
The tax package would set the size of that program at $560.7 million for 2023, then allow the
amount to grow as property valuations grow. The new community college credit program also would
grow as property valuations grow, after reaching the $195 million level.
The final piece of the package would phase out income taxes on Social Security benefits in four
annual steps, with taxes being eliminated in 2025.
Supporters argued that the changes were needed to keep Nebraskans from leaving the state and to
attract new residents and businesses. They also pointed to the record-high cash reserve fund and
robust state tax revenue as evidence that the state was collecting too much money from taxpayers.
Mark McHargue, president of the Nebraska Farm Bureau, praised the Legislature for taking “bold
action” in passing one of the largest tax cuts in state history. He particularly noted the property tax
offsets.
“This tax relief bill is transformative for farmers and ranchers and all Nebraskans across the state,”
he said. “The successes we saw from the refundable income tax credits passed in 2020 were
outstanding, and to be able to secure those successes and ensure even further property tax relief for
Nebraskans is a windfall.”
Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry President Bryan Slone also hailed the package as part
of a “game-changing strategy for growth” in the state.
Critics pointed out that LB 873 would not cut taxes for large numbers of Nebraskans. Those left out
would include people who do not own property, do not get Social Security benefits and whose
incomes fall below $40,676 for singles or $81,352 for married filers.
They also raised concerns about whether the reduction in future state revenue would put Nebraska
in a fiscal squeeze down the road.
Revenue Department officials estimated the tax package would reduce state revenues more than
$863 million in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, the final year of implementation. That equals
about 14.5% of the amount of state revenue expected for the current fiscal year, which ends June
30, 2023.
“These tax cuts are bad news for most Nebraskans,” said Rebecca Firestone, executive director for
the OpenSky Policy Institute. “The wealthy and out-of-state corporations will come out way ahead
while in time, everyday Nebraskans will likely end up footing the bill by way of cuts to services they
need or increases in other taxes and fees, once the federal funds that are currently bolstering our
economy stop flowing.”
By Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Nebraska lawmakers approve $900 million tax cut measure
 







LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska lawmakers approved a nearly $900 million income and property tax
cut package on Thursday and sent it to Gov. Pete Ricketts, who’s expected to sign it.
The measure that won final approval in the Legislature would drop the top individual and corporate
income tax rates to 5.84% by 2027. The top individual rate is currently 6.84% and the top corporate
rate is 7.5%.
It also would provide a refundable tax credit to reimburse property owners for some of the taxes
they pay to local community colleges, and speed up the implementation of a law that will phase out
Nebraska’s tax on Social Security income.
The measure passed after several setbacks in the Legislature and concerns from some senators
about the package’s long-term impact on the budget.
The corporate income tax cut was especially contentious, with supporters portraying it as necessary
to attract businesses and opponents arguing that it would mostly benefit out-of-state corporations
that would have done business in Nebraska regardless. Critics also noted that high-income-earners
will get far bigger benefits from the individual income tax cut.
 


Nebraska Examiner: Praise, worries greet final-round approval of Nebraska’s $900-
million tax cut package
 
LINCOLN — What’s billed as the largest tax cut in state history received final approval Thursday by
state lawmakers, amid praise and worries.
Legislative Bill 873, which phases in cuts in state individual and corporate tax rates, increases state
property tax credits and eliminates certain state taxes by 2025, got third-round approval on a 43-0
vote.
The package, which would deliver nearly $900 million in cuts when fully implemented, now awaits a
signature from Gov. Pete Ricketts, who has voiced support for it. 
AARP praises bill
Praise for LB 873 came from the Nebraska AARP because of the eventual elimination of state taxes
on Social Security income. Thanks also came from the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and the Nebraska Farm Bureau.
Reducing state income taxes has been a longtime goal of the State Chamber and other business
groups. They maintain that lowering individual and corporate income taxes is critical in attracting
new businesses and workers.
“A dynamic, growing economy with lots to do and cutting-edge job opportunities is critical to
attracting and retaining more people in Nebraska, especially our talented, young generations,” said
Bryan Slone,  president of the State Chamber.
 In a compromise to gather more rural support, additional increases in state income tax credits were
attached to LB 873 for property taxes paid for K-12 schools and community colleges.
Raises property tax relief
The Farm Bureau estimated Thursday that the provisions of LB 873 combined with a previous bill
setting up the income tax credits would add up to $886 million in property tax savings a year within
five years.
“Thrilled,” was the reaction from Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue.
But warnings came from an Omaha state senator and a Lincoln-based think tank.
State Sen. John Cavanaugh said he would have voted “no” had he been present for the morning
vote. He said the bill is way too costly, and will provide income tax cuts mostly to high income







Nebraskans.
$70 million to millionaires
“There has to be a better way to get tax relief to the middle class than giving $70 million in tax
breaks to millionaires,” Cavanaugh said.
The Open Sky Policy Institute called the bill “bad news for most Nebraskans” and said it will
eventually require cuts in state services, such as education and roads.
“The wealthy and out-of-state corporations will come out way ahead, while in time, everyday
Nebraskans will likely end up footing the bill,” said Rebecca Firestone of Open Sky.
Tax receipts padded
OpenSky has argued that Nebraska’s healthy tax receipts in recent months have been artificially
padded by federal COVID-19 aid and that state lawmakers should have exercised caution when
making such deep cuts in state revenue.
But State Sen. John Stinner of Gering, who heads the Legislature’s budget-writing Appropriations
Committee, has said the state can afford the tax cuts. He did win approval for a clause that would
limit increases in the income tax credits to no more than 5% a year as a way to control costs. 
Lincoln Sen. Mike Hilgers, the Speaker of the Legislature, called LB 873 the largest tax cut in state
history. He praised state lawmakers for passing the tax cut package, while also increasing the state’s
cash reserve and financing several state priorities.
Three attempts to advance
LB 873 took a circuitous course to passage. It was initially introduced by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann
Linehan as LB 939 and only contained the income and property tax cuts.
When that bill stalled, an attempt was made to incorporate LB 939 into a hugely popular Social
Security tax reduction bill, sponsored by Omaha Sen. Brett Lindstrom.
But that attempt was also blocked, so the provisions of LB 939 and LB 825, Lindstrom’s bill, were
placed into LB 873, which overcame filibusters during first- and second-round debate before winning
final approval Thursday.
Elements of amended LB 873, the comprehensive tax cut bill


Cuts the state’s top income tax rate from 6.84% to 5.84% over five years.
Cuts the state’s top corporate income tax rate from 7.81% to 5.84%, also by tax year 2027.
Speeds up the phase-out of state income taxes on Social Security payments, with a total
exemption by tax year 2025.
Adds a new refundable income tax credit for property taxes paid to support community
colleges. The credit begins with $50 million in tax year 2022 and rises to $195 million by 2026.
After that, the credit could rise by no more than 5% a year.
Adds provisions of LB 723, which avoids a $200 million drop in state income tax credits for
property taxes paid for K-12 schools. The credit for tax year 2022 is $548 million and will be
$561 million for tax year 2023. It could rise by no more than 5% a year after that.


By Paul Hammel
 


Nebraska Examiner: Governor would get ‘quick action fund’ to close deals under bill
advanced Thursday
 
LINCOLN — A Nebraska governor would have a “quick action” fund to help close deals on new “high
impact” businesses or expansions of companies under a bill given narrow, first-round approval
Thursday.
State Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha sponsored the idea, telling colleagues that in Oklahoma, the
governor has used its “quick action closing fund” to wrap up multimillion-dollar business deals.







About $14 million has been awarded to seven companies over the past decade, according to the
Oklahoma Department of Commerce. That included $3 million that helped convince General Electric
to build a $125 million research center and $2 million to Boeing that went toward a $80 million
facility near Tinker Air Force Base. 
Lindstrom said giving the governor a closing fund in Nebraska provides another tool to expand and
recruit businesses.
“We have no other way to close the deal,” he said. 
No funding in bill
His proposal, Legislative Bill 729, would set up the program, but it would take a future Legislature to
decide whether it should be funded.
Some senators criticized the idea as political (Lindstrom is running for the Republican nomination for
governor) and said such a fund would give a governor a chance to hand out political favors.
“Giving this discretion to the governor really turns this into a political football,” said Henderson Sen.
Curt Friesen. 
Friesen added that there appeared to be no oversight over how the governor could spend the
money.
Lindstrom, along with Elkhorn Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, defended the idea. Linehan, who chairs the
Legislature’s Revenue Committee, said the news media and other senators would closely watch how
the money was spent. 
She said it would also give a governor some flexibility to close a deal when the Legislature was not in
session. 
Fiserv got help
Last year, lawmakers approved a $40 million incentive to convince Fiserv, which employs 4,000
workers in Omaha, to remain in the state. But Linehan said that was possible only because the
legislature was in session at the time. 
Under LB 729, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development would conduct an impact study
of a business in terms of job growth and investment before the governor could provide funds for
infrastructure or other needs. 
An award would have to be a “determining factor” in a project, according to the bill, and a company
would have to agree to meet certain conditions to get an award.
The bill advanced from first-round debate on a 27-10 vote. Twenty-five votes are needed to advance
a bill.
By Paul Hammel
 


NP Telegraph: Legislature approves COVID-19 funds for Sustainable Beef
 
State senators gave 40-4 final approval Thursday to applying federal COVID-19 aid toward North
Platte’s Sustainable Beef LLC project and permanent repairs to a key Goshen/Gering-Fort Laramie
Canal tunnel.
Among western Nebraska’s half-dozen lawmakers, only Bayard Sen. Steve Erdman voted against
passing Legislative Bill 1014.
Sens. Mike Jacobson of North Platte, John Stinner of Gering, Tom Brewer of Gordon, Dan Hughes of
Venango and Matt Williams of Gothenburg all backed the bill to allocate Nebraska’s $1.04 billion
share of American Relief Plan Act funds.
Gov. Pete Ricketts now will decide whether to sign LB 1014, the last of four Unicameral budget bills







tapping either pandemic aid or flush state coffers for a wide variety of purposes statewide.
Before passing LB 1014, senators restored a $51.8 million boost in Medicaid payment rates for
providers serving vulnerable Nebraskans as they overrode Ricketts line-item vetoes to the other
budget bills.
Half of the reinstated funds will go to nursing homes, the ranks of which have shrunk in rural
Nebraska with recent closures in Mullen, Valentine, Arapahoe, Ravenna and Tecumseh.
Lawmakers’ override votes on LBs 1011, 1012 and 1013 also restored intended payment-rate
increases for providers of child welfare, behavioral health and developmental disabilities services.
None of Ricketts’ line-item reductions impacted those three bills’ $50 million boost in industrial “rail
park” matching funds; $30 million in additional Rural Workforce Housing Fund dollars; $53.5 million
to plan revival of the 1894 Perkins County Canal; and $80 million toward statewide water projects
including a new 100-slip marina at Lake McConaughy.
While the trio of “mainline” budget bills involved regular state revenues, LB 1014 is confined to uses
of the ARPA aid that Congress approved in March 2021.
Sustainable Beef CEO David Briggs of Alliance welcomed passage of the bill and its $20 million
toward costs of the planned meatpacking plant’s onsite wastewater treatment system.
“I would like to thank Gov. Ricketts for supporting the Nebraska beef industry by including
Sustainable Beef” in his ARPA spending requests, Briggs said.
“Today’s approval of LB 1014 brings us one step closer to our next milestone of groundbreaking” on
the $325 million plant at Newberry Access and Golden Road.
Briggs also hailed Sustainable Beef’s “strong support from the North Platte community,” including
State Capitol efforts by former District 42 Sen. Mike Groene and appointed successor Sen. Mike
Jacobson.
“At the end of the day, it’s been a long struggle” to secure the ARPA aid for the beef plant, said
Jacobson, whom Ricketts named to succeed Groene Feb. 23.
LB 1014’s final vote had been held up for several days by filibusters against the regular budget bills
and now-defeated measures to restrict abortion and reform criminal sentencing practices.
“Of all the bills, the ARPA bill was the one I was most worried about because the politics got thick in
here,” Jacobson said. But “everybody seems to be in a better mood today.”
Thursday’s vote should be the last major hurdle for the state’s contribution to building the beef
plant, said Gary Person, president and CEO of the North Platte Area Chamber & Development Corp.
Ricketts has “been supportive all the way along,” he said. “Good gosh, he helped brainchild the
whole thing.”
McPherson County rancher Rusty Kemp, one of Sustainable Beef’s organizers, has often linked the
project’s conception to his conversations with Ricketts during a Vietnam trade mission in 2019.
Person joined Briggs in thanking senators for assisting the project with COVID-19 aid. The ARPA
funds can be used for water, sewer or broadband projects or to alleviate other problems raised by
the pandemic.
“Now we’ve got to work like the dickens on housing,” Person said. “That’s going to be our big
challenge going forward.”
Sustainable Beef and related supporting businesses are expected to add nearly 2,000 jobs. Even
before the project’s March 2021 announcement, a 2018 housing study called for a Lincoln County-
wide push to build new housing and rehabilitate older homes.
LB 1014 allocates $23.5 million in ARPA aid to help permanently fix the middle of three tunnels on
the Goshen/Gering-Fort Laramie canal, which runs from the North Platte River through Wyoming’s







Goshen County and into Scotts Bluff County.
The 1917 canal’s Tunnel No. 2, located east of Fort Laramie, Wyoming, collapsed on July 17, 2019.
The disaster triggered additional damage above the tunnel and cut off canal customers’ irrigation
water for six weeks while temporary repairs were made.
Engineers with HDR Inc. have recommended three options to the Goshen and Gering-Fort Laramie
canal boards. All would replace Tunnel 1, also in Goshen County, as well as Tunnel 2.
Combined cost estimates range from $25 million to $80 million depending on the option, according
to a University of Nebraska Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources account of a Feb. 9 public
meeting in Gering.
The state of Wyoming also is expected to contribute toward the canal’s permanent repair costs.
In issuing his line-item vetoes to the regular budget bills Monday, Ricketts said his original January
budget proposal already increased reimbursements for Medicaid service providers. His vetoes would
have left $3.2 million for that purpose.
On top of that, LB 1014 would send $47.5 million in ARPA funds apiece to nursing homes and
developmental disability service providers, the governor said.
But those providers and especially nursing homes need even more help to recover from staff
shortages that COVID-19 only made worse, said Stinner, chairman of the budget-writing
Appropriations Committee.
Jacobson agreed. Though “I really applaud the governor for the work he’s done since he’s been
here,” he said, “we have a (nursing-home) crisis, especially in rural Nebraska.”
Stinner said Appropriations Committee members overwhelmingly recommended overrides of all but
$14 million of Ricketts’ $186 million in line-item vetoes.
All six western Nebraska senators voted “yes” as the full Legislature voted 42-3 to back the
committee’s override motions on LBs 1011 and 1012.
Overrides to LB 1013, which covers cash-reserve transfers, were approved on a 41-5 vote.
One of the dissenters was Erdman, also an Appropriations Committee member. He backed the LB
1011 and LB 1012 overrides in committee but voted there against doing the same with LB 1013.
Erdman agreed with Ricketts’ veto of half the bill’s $8.3 million for completing the unpaved MoPac
hiking-biking trail between Omaha and Lincoln.
The full cost, he said, nearly equals the $8 million bill to four-lane the 9 miles of Nebraska Highway L-
62A past his Morrill County property as part of the Heartland Expressway.
The District 47 lawmaker also objected to LB 1013’s $20 million transfer to the state’s Middle
Income Workforce Investment Fund, the urban counterpart to the Rural Workforce Housing Fund.
“It’s not a secret to anyone here, or anyone watching at home, (that) I am opposed to the
government building housing,” he said.
Erdman similarly spoke last week against LB 1069, which would extend the life of the rural housing
fund. A $30 million boost in its funding was included in the main budget package and escaped
Ricketts’ vetoes.
Williams, sponsor of LB 1069 and the 2017 law that created the rural housing fund, won second-
round approval of his latest bill on a voice vote later Thursday.
By Todd von Kampen
 


Kearney Hub: Legislature approves funding for UNK-UNMC Rural Health Complex at
Kearney
 







LINCOLN – State senators on Thursday gave final approval to legislation allocating Nebraska’s share
of federal American Rescue Plan funds, including $60 million for a proposed Rural Health Complex
that would expand health care programs on the University of Nebraska at Kearney campus.
The bill, LB1014, now moves to Gov. Pete Ricketts’ desk for consideration. The governor has until
Wednesday to sign or line-item veto the package.
Building on the successful collaboration between UNK and the University of Nebraska Medical
Center, the new Rural Health Complex would significantly expand capacity for students to train in
Kearney and remain in rural Nebraska after graduation to practice health care. The complex aims to
close the gap in rural Nebraskans’ access to quality health care caused by significant workforce
shortages. Currently, 14 Nebraska counties lack a primary care physician, for example, and demand
is high for more nurses, dentists, allied health professionals and mental health professionals.
University of Nebraska System President Ted Carter thanked the numerous elected leaders who
have been strong advocates for investing in expanded health care education and workforce
development in rural Nebraska. Legislation for the Rural Health Complex was initially sponsored by
Sen. Robert Hilkemann of Omaha, with Sen. John Lowe of Kearney as a co-sponsor.
“The UNK-UNMC Rural Health Complex is an opportunity to change the trajectory for rural Nebraska
for generations to come,” Carter said. “We’re grateful to Senator Hilkemann for bringing this
legislation forward; to Chairman Stinner, Vice Chairwoman Wishart and the Appropriations
Committee for their support; and to the full Legislature for its approval today, particularly Senator
Lowe for championing this critical investment in Kearney.
“UNK and UNMC have a proven record of working together to address our state’s needs. The Rural
Health Complex is a bold new opportunity to expand access to health care, build the rural workforce
and improve the quality of life for all Nebraskans.”
The Rural Health Complex would grow the state’s talent pipeline by expanding existing UNMC
programs offered in Kearney and bringing new options to the UNK campus, including medical
nutrition, genetic counseling and respiratory care – all high-need areas in rural Nebraska.
For the first time, the UNMC College of Medicine would educate physicians in rural Nebraska, and a
Master of Health Administration would be added to complement UNK’s undergraduate program.
Discussion is also underway for the UNMC College of Pharmacy to offer a joint degree program with
UNK, which will enhance its undergraduate curriculum to ensure future UNMC students have the
highest quality of preparation for rural health service.
The partner institutions opened a $19 million Health Science Education Complex on UNK’s west
campus in 2015, and that facility quickly filled to capacity. More than 300 students are currently
pursuing degrees there in over a dozen professional programs. About 85% of the students who
graduate from this building start their careers in Nebraska.
The Rural Health Complex would be located directly north of the existing health science building,
creating a hub for health education in rural Nebraska that serves current and future health care
workers and supports collaborative research initiatives. It could be completed as early as 2025.
The $60 million included in LB1014 would go toward construction and start-up costs, with an
additional $25 million expected to come from private funds. A companion bill introduced by Lowe,
LB792, would provide ongoing programmatic funding. That bill awaits final passage by the
Legislature.
The Rural Health Complex was among a slate of proposals the University of Nebraska System
brought to state leaders for recovery funding consideration. In February, Carter was joined by UNK
Chancellor Doug Kristensen, UNMC Chancellor Jeffrey Gold, student leaders and others in testifying







before the Appropriations Committee in support of the Rural Health Complex and other proposals.
 


GII: Evnen refutes election fraud claims, speaks on Ukraine
 
Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen spoke on election fraud claims and the impact of the Ukraine
invasion on Nebraska, among other topics, as guest of Grand Island’s Noon Rotary Club on Tuesday.
Evnen has served in the role since 2019. Among his duties, he oversees rules and regulations,
elections, records management, licensing and international relations.
Election Fraud Claims
Evnen spoke on election security, refuting claims of possible election tampering at the state level.
“I’ve looked into this. One of the things being said is, I haven’t looked, I haven’t investigated, I don’t
care, I’m not paying attention. None of that is true,” he said. “I’ve looked into everything that’s been
brought to me and many things that were not brought to me, but that I heard about and
understood. I run them to ground, and they just don’t pan out.”
A page on the Nebraska Secretary of State website has questions and answers to address the
concerns raised by Nebraska voters and what has been found.
“You can see for yourself and consider for yourself what you think of it,” he said.
The problem, Evnen said, is “there’s a group of people who want to count the ballots by hand.”
“If the Legislature wants us to count the ballots by hand, that’s what we’ll do. But if you’re asking
me: Is that justified? The answer is no. There’s no justification for doing that.”
The machines are not the problem, Evnen said, emphasizing that they are not connected to the
internet.
“The machines are never connected to the internet. The system is designed that way,” he said. “It’s
not like we didn’t see this coming. Our counting systems, the systems that compile our results,
they’re never connected to the internet. This obsessive focus on the machines is taking your eye off
the ball.”
The real security concern, Evnen said, is early voting.
There is an “increased representation of early voting now,” he said.
Evnen is a supporter of voter IDs.
“I just think it’s common sense,” he said. “There’s a petition out now for that. If it’s successful it will
be on the ballot, so Nebraskans can decide for themselves whether they want voter IDs.”
Ukraine Invasion
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, ongoing since February, has affected Nebraska’s agricultural economy,
Evnen said.
Evnen described Ukraine as “the breadbasket of Eastern Europe.”
“Ukraine isn’t going to have a harvest this season, of anything,” he said.
This is driving up prices in Europe, as well as the cost of inputs, Evnen said.
“Ukraine is one of the foremost producers of fertilizer, and all that’s come to a close,” he said.
This pressure puts pressure on Nebraska producers, but also creates opportunities for those
countries that rely on Ukraine, said Evnen.
Coping with refugees from Ukraine now and still from Afghanistan remain a challenge for the
Secretary of State’s office.
“You have to deal with people asking, can you help us get our dear ones out?” said Evnen. “It’s been
extremely difficult, and I can tell you the U.S. State Department has not helped.”
State Board of Education







Evnen addressed the State Board of Education sex education standards controversy, speaking about
his time previously serving on the board.
“We were invited to adopt sex education standards at the state level, and our board said, ‘No, we’re
not going to do that. That’s for parents,’” he said. “It’s not for us sitting in Lincoln to dictate to the
rest of the state. That’s for parents and for local boards because local boards are more accountable
to the parents whose children are in these schools.”
In June, Gov. Pete Ricketts spoke against new sex education standards being proposed by the
Nebraska Department of Education, which many Nebraska communities opposed.
The proposed changes since have been halted.
For more information on the Nebraska Secretary of State’s office, visit www.sos.ne.gov.
By Brandon Summers
 


Nasdaq: This State Just Turned Down $120 Million in Federal Rental Assistance Funds
 
Millions of Americans lost their jobs early on in the COVID-19 pandemic, when local restrictions
forced many businesses to close their doors on a temporary basis. Many people who suffered
income loss at the time and didn't have savings to fall back on got behind on their rent payments.
Lawmakers put a federal eviction ban in place in 2020 to prevent a homelessness crisis. But that ban
expired last year, and since then, tenants have been scrambling to catch up on past-due rent.
The last two stimulus packages signed into law allocated a combined $46 billion in federal rental
assistance funds to help tenants catch up on rent and avoid eviction. That money was then
distributed to states, which were tasked with distributing it individually.
At this point, many states have depleted their share of that $46 billion pot. And while some are still
processing existing rent relief applications, they aren't open to taking new ones.
That said, there is additional rent relief money available to some states -- but only if they opt in. And
one state recently made the decision to pass up that additional funding, much to the dismay of
housing advocates.
Nebraska says no to additional aid
The $46 billion that was designated to states for rent relief purposes was split into two allocations.
The first $25 billion allocated was known as ERA1 and the second $21.5 billion was known as ERA2.
At this point, many states have spent down their ERA1 funds, and even their ERA2 funds. But some
states are still entitled to rent relief money under the latter.
Nebraska is one of them. The state had the potential to access an additional $120 million in federal
rent relief funds. But Republican Governor Pete Ricketts expressly does not want that money, and so
he turned down the option to take it.
The logic behind that decision, as per Ricketts, is that the state has already received and given out an
unprecedented amount of federal funding to help struggling Nebraska tenants get caught up on
rent. But now, he says, those handouts should stop since the storm has passed.
Specifically, Ricketts doesn't want Nebraska residents to be incentivized not to work, thinking they'll
be bailed out by federal aid. But housing advocates in the state warn the decision to turn down $120
million in rent relief funds will leave many vulnerable tenants in a situation where they risk losing
their homes. This especially applies to tenants residing in rural parts of the state, as they tend to
have access to fewer resources to begin with.
A matter of debate
Last month, Nebraska lawmakers passed a bill requiring the state to apply for more rent relief funds.
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But Ricketts vetoed that bill. And unless lawmakers manage to override that veto, Nebraska will lose
out on that funding.
The silver lining is that the money Nebraska passes on could be allocated to other states in need of
additional rent relief funds. But that doesn't help Nebraska tenants who still need a lifeline.
By Maurie Backman
 


Nebraska Examiner: NSEA endorses Blood and Lindstrom, spurring questions in Nebraska
GOP governor’s race
 
OMAHA — State Sen. Brett Lindstrom, an Omaha Republican facing a new round of dark money TV
ads attacking his record as being centrist, was endorsed Thursday by the Nebraska teachers union,
which risks reinforcing the ads’ message to GOP voters. 
The Nebraska State Education Association endorsed Lindstrom in the Republican primary election
and Carol Blood in the Democratic primary race. 
Jenni Benson, the NSEA president, said the union had worked well with both Blood and Lindstrom
and said both earned their recommendation.
“Education is not, nor should it be, a partisan issue,” Benson said.
The complication for Lindstrom is timing. A new dark money group, Say No to RINOs, started running
TV ads this week in Scottsbluff, Lincoln and Grand Island attacking Lindstrom’s record. The group
lists former State Sen. Andrew La Grone as its treasurer.
The ads hammer Lindstrom’s 2019 vote to increase the gas tax by six cents over Gov. Pete Ricketts’
veto. The bill was expected to raise about $75 million a year to repair and maintain roads and
bridges across the state. 
La Grone, a frequent ally of Ricketts’ during his legislative tenure, did not immediately return a call
seeking comment. Ricketts has said he is not funding dark money ads against Lindstrom. He has
acknowledged that he is funding ads against Charles Herbster in the governor’s race.
The Lindstrom campaign called the attacks on him “desperate and dishonest.” The campaign said
others are upset because Lindstrom has a record of cutting taxes, including helping to pass the latest
tax relief package the Legislature approved on Thursday.
“Voters know Brett is Nebraska’s top tax slasher, and they like it,” Lindstrom spokesman Pat
Trueman said. “Brett’s positive and optimistic message stands out in this increasingly negative
environment and is resonating with voters.”
The NSEA represents 25,000 Nebraska teachers, professors and school support staff in communities
large and small. Lindstrom’s team had no immediate comment about the endorsement. 
Blood said she was pleased to have the teachers’ support.
But she questioned why the union also backed Lindstrom, who she said has supported school
vouchers and did not vote to approve an amendment she offered to legislation that would have
given teachers additional retention pay for sticking with teaching during the pandemic.
“As an enthusiastic supporter of public education and a firm believer that public dollars are meant
for public schools, I was surprised by a dual endorsement,” Blood said. 
Lindstrom’s top opponents in the GOP race also criticized the NSEA endorsement. 
Herbster’s campaign issued a statement: “The liberal teachers union endorsing Omaha State Senator
Brett Lindstrom comes at no surprise to us. We have always known that he’s a RINO,” or a
Republican in name only.
University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen said in a statement, “Lindstrom has a liberal voting record
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and now the support of the liberal NSEA, a left-wing Nebraska organization. … No conservative
should accept the endorsement of the NSEA.”
Former State Sen. Theresa Thibodeau of Omaha tweeted out that she was “honored” not to have
earned the union’s support, calling the NSEA the “largest, most liberal lobbying organization in
Nebraska.”
Benson, the union’s president, responded Thursday afternoon: “NSEA’S 25,000 members include
registered Republicans, Democrats, and Independents. This Association has worked in support of
public education for 154 years, and our members will continue to advocate for teachers, education
support professionals and students, regardless of name-calling and false attacks from some
politicians.”
Historically, Democrats have been elated to receive the NSEA’s endorsement, said John Hibbing, a
political science professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Republicans face a more mixed
response from voters to the union’s backing, he said.
Some of the most fervent Republicans who vote in primaries, including those who believe in school
choice and private education, might make the argument that being endorsed by the NSEA is a bad
thing, Hibbing explained. 
Lindstrom and Blood, however, should benefit from the reality that teachers are spread across the
state, Hibbing said, and that they have relationships in the communities they serve. 
“I’m not sure how much this would change the basic dynamics of the Republican primary race,”
Hibbing said of the NSEA endorsement. “Lindstrom was already viewed as a little less conservative
than Pillen and Herbster. He’s got his lane. The question is: Will there be enough moderate
Republicans who support him?” 
By  Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers advance two major education bills
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers advanced two bills Thursday aimed at altering the state’s education
system — one to change the curriculum, and the other to add incentives to recruit new teachers.
Legislative Bill 888 cleared the second of three rounds of debate after being amended twice. As
advanced earlier, the measure would require education about “the Holocaust and other acts of
genocide” to be included in Nebraska’s social studies standards.
Legislative Bill 1218 cleared the first of three rounds of debate, and was also amended twice. The bill
aims to provide financial incentives for new teachers, and would ease testing requirements for
teachers in training.
State Sen. Jen Day of Omaha, who introduced LB 888, has said she did so to ensure that future
generations learn the lessons of the Holocaust and the potential outcomes of unchecked hate. The
Holocaust refers to the organized killing of about 6 million European Jews and millions of other
people by the Nazis and their allies during World War II.
On Thursday, lawmakers added an amendment spelling out that the other acts of genocide to be
covered would be those recognized by the United States government or the United Nations as of
Jan. 1, 2022.
Among those events would be the killings of Tutsi people in Rwanda in 1994, Bosnian people in
Srebrenica in 1993 and Armenian people in Turkey in 1915. Sen. Bruce Bostelman of Brainard
offered the amendment as a guide to schools.
Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha offered a second amendment that would require education about
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“slavery, lynching and racial massacres in the United States.” He said he supports the idea of
Holocaust education but believes schools should also acknowledge the massacres that have
happened closer to home.
Examples could include events such as the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921, when White mobs killed as
many as 300 Black residents of what was known as Black Wall Street, and the Trail of Tears, when
hundreds of thousands of Native Americans were forcibly removed from their eastern homelands
and thousands died during the journey to territory west of the Mississippi River.
LB 1218 would create the Teach in Nebraska Today Program, which would provide first-year
educators up to $5,000 a year for up to five years, and would provide teachers in training with up to
$1,000 of student loan forgiveness after they complete student teaching programs.
The bill is one of the Education Committee’s priorities this year, as lawmakers look to address the
state’s teacher shortage.
The original bill also intended to ease requirements around the basic skills test prospective teachers
must take before getting hired, but an amendment by Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard removed that
from the legislation.
Erdman’s amendment will require new teachers to pass a basic skills test — the Praxis test — before
they receive their teacher certification. This is technically already state law, but due to a discrepancy
with the State Board of Education, it is not the same process most new teachers in Nebraska
currently follow.
An Education Committee staff member confirmed that a 2003 bill changed state law to reflect
Erdman’s amendment, but the State Board of Education never changed its rules and regulations.
This means that new teachers are required to pass the Praxis test halfway through their college
education before they can enter teacher college.
LB 1218 includes language requiring that the State Board of Education change its rules and
regulations.
Sen. Lynne Walz of Fremont, the Education Committee chair, ultimately supported Erdman’s
amendment but said she wasn’t “excited about it.” She, along with several other senators, said the
Praxis test is a major barrier to educators entering the profession, and she said she would prefer the
state offer other avenues for teachers to get certified.
“We’ve got to eliminate these barriers,” said Sen. Mike Jacobson of North Platte.
Walz said she supported Erdman’s amendment because she wants LB 1218 to pass so the state can
provide financial aid to new teachers as soon as possible. However, she vowed to continue working
on easing regulations on entrance barriers.
“We didn’t want to pass up that opportunity,” Walz said.
By Martha Stoddard and Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Trigger bill to ban abortions fails in Nebraska Legislature
 
LINCOLN — A bill that would have primed Nebraska to ban all abortions died on the floor of the
Legislature Wednesday.
Legislative Bill 933 failed to receive the 33 votes it needed to end an eight-hour filibuster, which
effectively renders the bill dead with no other way to move forward. The final vote was 31-15, with
three senators excused. 
The bill’s failure, which was celebrated by abortion-rights proponents, leaves anti-abortion
lawmakers with few options to restrict access during the final six days of the legislative session.
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"Today, a small but mighty group of state senators stood strongly in support of gender equity to
ensure that abortion access remains safe and legal in Nebraska," Jo Giles, executive director of the
Women's Fund of Omaha said in a statement.
LB 933 would have banned all abortions in Nebraska if the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v.
Wade, or if the U.S. Constitution or federal law is amended to give control over abortion to
individual states. Such measures are referred to as trigger bills.
The Supreme Court could decide the fate of Roe v. Wade later this year. State Sen. Joni Albrecht of
Thurston said she introduced LB 933 so the Legislature could avoid a special session if the trigger
event happens before the next regular session.
Protesters gathered at the Nebraska Capitol Wednesday to watch the debate from the Legislature's
balcony. A group of about 50 people wearing pink shirts collected in the rotunda while the
Legislature was in recess during lunch to advocate against the bill. 
After it failed Wednesday, Albrecht said she hopes voters remember who voted against the bill the
next time they are up for election. She said she has no other efforts to restrict abortions this
session. 
Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha, who led the eight-hour filibuster, described LB 933 as "a church bill"
brought by "Christian religious extremists." While senators criticized Hunt for taking time away from
discussing other amendments, Hunt said that was her intent. 
"You're going to wait eight hours, because I'm driving this ship, and it's an eight-hour cruise," Hunt
said.
LB 933, along with two other abortion-restricting bills, stalled in the Judiciary Committee in March,
but was pulled out of committee through a majority vote in the Legislature.
If triggered, LB 933 would have made it a felony for anyone to provide any medication or undertake
any procedure with the intent of ending the life of an unborn child, starting at fertilization. The
woman undergoing an abortion, however, could not be charged.
Opponents pointed to this aspect of the bill, arguing that the language would not effectively ban all
abortions but instead make it impossible for women to receive abortions safely. Lawmakers said
women may instead seek out "back alley abortions" or other rumored methods that would endanger
their lives. 
"Abortion needs to be protected, or otherwise it will go underground," said Sen. John McCollister of
Omaha.
Opponents also criticized the bill for putting the penalty on doctors or other professionals who
administer an abortion. LB 933 would not have provided exemptions, including for rape or incest,
but would have allowed licensed physicians charged under the law to use as a defense that the
abortion was necessary to prevent the woman’s death or serious, permanent impairment of a life-
sustaining organ.
Though supporters framed this as a feature that would protect doctors, other lawmakers said the
doctors would still need to be charged with a felony in order to use this as a defense.
Sen. Robert Hilkemann of Omaha, who previously said he always supports anti-abortion bills, said he
was concerned this aspect would cost physicians thousands of dollars, and could hinder doctors'
chances of continuing their profession. 
Hilkemann proposed an amendment that would remove the felony penalty for physicians. Instead,
abortions would be reported to the Board of Medicine and Surgery. The Legislature did not consider
Hilkemann's amendment Wednesday, but Hilkemann still voted to end debate. 
Supporters argued that doctors would also be protected by language in the bill that specifies that it
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is only a felony if there is an intent to kill the unborn child. Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk said no
physicians have been prosecuted since the 2010 passage of legislation banning abortion in Nebraska
beyond 20 weeks of conception. 
However, Sen. Jen Day of Omaha argued that the language in LB 933 was vague. Even in a scenario
where a doctor is performing an abortion to save a woman's life, Day said they are still intentionally
ending the fetus' life. 
"We're creating a whole new area of gray here," Day said.
Supporters continually brought back the same argument: That life begins at fertilization. 
"We need to recognize the stages inside the womb, and protect these human beings," said Sen. John
Arch of La Vista.
However, opponents said this definition creates other issues, and could unintentionally ban some
forms of contraception and in vitro fertilization, or IVF. Albrecht and other supporters denied this. 
Opponents continually criticized the bill's lack of exception for rape or incest cases. Supporters
countered by arguing there are plenty of non-abortion options, such as adoption, for women who
don't want to keep their children. Albrecht said Nebraska has more than 20 privately funded centers
that help pregnant women. 
"I am pro-woman," said Sen. John Lowe of Kearney. "I am also pro-child. What we're talking about
here is the murder of a child."
Sandy Danek, executive director of Nebraska Right to Life, said the group would not be deterred by
the defeat of LB 933, which Danek called "historic legislation."
"We believe that a mother and her child are worthy of love and support," she said in a press release.
"We will continue our work with education, legislative efforts and political action until every life is
protected and honored in our state.”
The two other bills that stalled in the Judiciary Committee last month would ban abortions after a
certain period. LB 1086 would ban chemical abortions after seven weeks. LB 781 would ban
abortions after a so-called fetal heartbeat can be detected — usually at about six weeks gestation,
before most women are aware that they are pregnant.
Under current rulings, abortion is legal until the point a fetus can survive outside the womb, which is
usually around 24 weeks.
That could change this summer when the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule on a proposed 15-
week abortion ban in Mississippi. The case could end the national right to abortion enshrined by Roe
v. Wade and leave the question up to states.
With a ruling likely this summer, a number of Republican-led states have passed aggressive anti-
abortion legislation.
On Tuesday the Oklahoma House approved a bill that would make performing an abortion a felony,
punishable by up to 10 years in prison.
In March, lawmakers in Arizona and Florida passed 15-week abortion bans.
How they voted
Yes (31): Aguilar, Albrecht, Arch, Bostelman, Brandt, Brewer, Briese, Clements, Dorn, Erdman, Flood,
Friesen, Geist, Gragert, Halloran, B. Hansen, Hilgers, Hilkemann, Hughes, Jacobson, Kolterman,
Lindstrom, Linehan, Lowe, McDonnell, Moser, Murman, Sanders, Slama, Stinner, Williams
No (15): Blood, Bostar, J. Cavanaugh, M. Cavanaugh, Day, DeBoer, M. Hansen, Hunt, McCollister,
McKinney, Morfeld, Pansing-Brooks, Vargas, Walz, Wishart
Excused (3): Lathrop, Pahls, Wayne
By Erin Bamer
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AP: Abortion rights backers block ‘trigger’ law in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Abortion rights proponents scored a surprising victory in Nebraska by
derailing a bill that would have automatically outlawed abortion if the U.S. Supreme Court ever
overturns its 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that legalized the procedure throughout the country.
The vote on Wednesday frustrated abortion rights opponents, who usually win fights over the issue
in the conservative Legislature. More than a dozen other conservative states have passed similar
measures already, but abortion rights backers in Nebraska managed to block it using a filibuster in
the single-chamber Legislature.
The bill’s supporters fell two votes short of the 33 they needed to end the filibuster and force a vote.
The 31-15 vote left the proposal essentially dead for the rest of the year, even though a majority of
lawmakers supported it. The vote largely fell along party lines in the ostensibly nonpartisan
Legislature.
In 2010, Nebraska became the first state to ban abortions after the 20th week of pregnancy, and the
state outlawed a second-trimester abortion procedure in 2020 despite fervent protests from
abortion rights supporters.
The latest bill, however, faced a tougher path because of the current makeup of the Legislature,
where Republicans are one seat short of the supermajority needed to overcome filibusters. One
Republican and Democrat each crossed party lines, effectively canceling the other’s vote. One
Republican and two Democrats were absent.
Supporters argued that the majority of Nebraska voters oppose abortion, based on who the state
consistently elects.
“We envision a Nebraska where every life is celebrated and protected,” said state Sen. Joni Albrecht,
the bill’s sponsor.
Opponents assailed it as an intrusion on women’s autonomy and vowed not to budge in their
opposition.
“In state by state, legislatures are taking a sledgehammer to women’s freedom,” said state Sen.
Anna Wishart, of Lincoln.
The debate turned personal at times, with abortion rights supporters railing against the bill’s backers
for supporting it even though it doesn’t include exceptions for rape or incest.
“Proponents of this bill have no shame left,” said state Sen. Megan Hunt, of Omaha, adding that she
was offended as both a mother and a sexual assault survivor. “I will cherish the time that I have
worked here forever, but when I am term limited (out of office), I will probably not talk to most of
you ever again.”
The debate came ahead of an expected June ruling from the U.S. Supreme Court in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization, which concerns a Mississippi law that bans abortions after 15 weeks
of pregnancy.
Both sides have told the court there’s no middle ground in the case. In anticipation of the ruling, 13
states have passed so-called trigger laws to automatically ban abortions if the court sides with
abortion opponents. Ohio and Oklahoma approved their trigger laws last year.
On Thursday, Michigan’s Democratic governor, Gretchen Whitmer, filed a lawsuit asking a court to
recognize the right to get an abortion under the state constitution and to overturn the state’s 176-
year-old ban, which might take effect again if Roe v. Wade ruling is vacated.
The Roe v. Wade ruling allows states to regulate but not ban abortions up to the point of fetal
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viability, which is around the 24th week of a pregnancy. Justices reaffirmed the decision in 1992.
The Nebraska vote drew promises of political retribution against some elected officials. Jim Pillen, a
top Republican candidate for governor, said Thursday that he would work to unseat some lawmakers
who are up for reelection and who voted to block the bill.
“Last night, the Legislature failed the people of Nebraska in voting to keep abortion legal,” Pillen
said. “Abortion is murder, and as a pro-life state, the majority of Nebraskans realize we need to
outlaw it.”
 


LJS: Pillen targets two senators for their abortion votes
 
Republican gubernatorial candidate Jim Pillen said Thursday that he "will work with pro-life voters"
to attempt to defeat state Sens. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha and Wendy DeBoer of Bennington
in their reelection bids since they both voted this week in opposition to a proposal that would ban
abortion in Nebraska if and when the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade.
The court is expected to reconsider the 1973 landmark decision that protected a woman's right to
choose when it ruled that unduly restrictive state regulation of abortion is unconstitutional.
The Legislature on Wednesday night scuttled a bill (LB933) that would have triggered a ban on
abortions in Nebraska if the court acted to overturn Roe v. Wade. 
Supporters of the proposal fell two votes short of the 33 votes needed to overcome a filibuster by
opponents. Both Cavanaugh and DeBoer voted against the motion to end debate.
Responding to Pillen's statement, DeBoer invited him to "a public debate on the issues anytime after
April 20," the date when the Legislature is expected to adjourn for the year. 
"I'm curious to know Jim Pillen's thoughts on the middle-class tax cut that the Legislature denied to
over 50% of Nebraska families this week," she said.
DeBoer attempted to include such a tax cut in comprehensive tax reduction legislation enacted by
the Legislature, but her motion was defeated on a 26-18 vote. 
"I will continue to fight for Legislative District 10 by focusing on job creation, access to affordable
health care and tax relief for the middle class," DeBoer said. 
Pillen said voters in the legislative districts represented by Cavanaugh and DeBoer should "vote them
out of office this November."
"The Legislature failed the people of Nebraska in voting to keep abortion legal," Pillen said.  
How they voted
Senators voted 31-15 on a motion to stop a filibuster on LB933 on Wednesday, but needed 33 votes.
The failed motion meant the abortion-related bill died for the year. 
Voting yes (31): Aguilar, Albrecht, Arch, Bostelman, Brandt, Brewer, Briese, Clements, Dorn, Erdman,
Flood, Friesen, Geist, Gragert, Halloran, B. Hansen, Hilgers, Hilkemann, Hughes, Jacobson,
Kolterman, Lindstrom, Linehan, Lowe, McDonnell, Moser, Murman, Sanders, Slama, Stinner,
Williams.
Voting no (15): Blood, Bostar, J. Cavanaugh, M. Cavanaugh, Day, DeBoer, M. Hansen, Hunt,
McCollister, McKinney, Morfeld, Pansing Brooks, Vargas, Walz, Wishart.
Excused, not voting (3): Lathrop, Pahls, Wayne.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: College of Engineering beginning to see payoff on investments into people, facilities
 







The empty lot that became a big hole in the ground on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln's campus
is beginning to transform again.
As steel beams begin to stretch skyward, outlining what will become Kiewit Hall, a $115 million
facility funded through private donations, UNL's College of Engineering is working to transform
alongside it.
"We're going to transform the student experience," Lance Pérez, the college dean, told the NU
Board of Regents on Thursday during a campus tour.
Regents also toured and spoke throughout the day with personnel at the UNL College of Education
and Human Sciences, the College of Journalism and Mass Communications, the Johnny Carson
Center for Emerging Media Arts and the College of Law.
Many of the presentations allowed regents to see the results of the board's investments made in
faculty, facilities and new programs over the last few years.
In addition to building a new facility — Kiewit Corp. in Omaha made the lead gift of $25 million —
the College of Engineering is also expanding its faculty and financial support for students.
Forty new engineering faculty have been hired over the last three years, Pérez said, with many
moving into the 87,000 square feet of newly renovated space known as the Engineering Research
Center.
Many of those individuals come to UNL with National Science Foundation career awards, or an
equivalent award, which brings research funding along with it, and the chance for undergraduate
and graduate students to get valuable hands-on experience.
UNL is also undertaking a professional development program aimed at shifting its engineering
curriculum toward more active and collaborative learning, the dean said.
The interactions that kind of learning will foster, between instructors and students and between
students and students, and instructors and instructors across disciplines, may lead to new academic
programs.
Every first-year student entering the college this fall will enroll in the Complete Engineer program,
which teaches non-technical skills such as communication, leadership, teamwork, professional
ethics, and civic and social responsibility alongside the engineering education.
Those competencies will be included on the students' transcripts when they graduate, Pérez said.
UNL is also partnering with Kiewit Corp. and the Peter Kiewit Foundation to support students in ways
Pérez said is making a College of Engineering education more accessible for Nebraska students.
A second cohort of 10 Kiewit Scholars, whose cost of education is paid for by executives at Kiewit
Corp., will enter UNL in the fall. The first cohort of 10 students has earned an average 3.8 GPA and
had opportunities to visit projects across the country and meet business leaders.
Starting this fall, the Peter Kiewit Foundation Scholars will pay the cost of education — including
tuition, room and board and books — for 40 students.
The $5 million annual program, which is focused on Nebraska students, as well as those with
demonstrated need, received hundreds of applications, Pérez said.
"We're really doing everything we can to make sure that every Nebraskan has an opportunity to
study engineering and preserve that access to students across the state," he told regents.
Pérez said the massive investments from the state, university and private sector are beginning to
show results.
After peaking at 3,117 students in the 2017-18 school year — roughly corresponding to record
enrollment across the NU system — the College of Engineering experienced three consecutive years
of enrollment losses.







Enrollment jumped to 3,023 students last fall, however, and the number of students who have been
accepted is also on the rise.
A total of 435 students have placed enrollment deposits for the fall 2022 semester, Pérez said — a
nearly 22% increase over the number of enrollment deposits last year at this time.
"If that comes to fruition," Pérez said, referring to students who have been admitted and paid a
deposit showing up for fall classes, "we'll really start to see the growth we're talking about."
This year's enrollment deposits are 9% higher than the 398 students who had been admitted to the
College of Engineering at this point in 2019 before the pandemic, when enrollments plummeted
across the country.
Pérez credited the leadership of NU President Ted Carter, UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green and the
state in pushing to keep the university open last year, when many institutions remained closed
because of COVID-19.
"We were aggressive in understanding the value of in-person education, while also learning lessons
of remote learning and access, so we are entering this fall poised in a position of strength compared
to many other institutions," he said.
Pérez said as the College of Engineering watches Kiewit Hall continue to take shape, it will also keep
close tabs on how students it educates and trains take shape as well.
"I feel confident every one of those students will get an offer from a Nebraska company," he said.
"Whether or not they take it, that's their decision, of course, but there is plenty of opportunity in the
state right now across engineering, computing and construction."
During Thursday's tour, Green pointed out to regents a space across Vine Street to the south of
Kiewit Hall where he envisions a future School of Computing building.
UNL proposed the creation of a School of Computing that operates under the College of Engineering
in February 2020; the Board of Regents approved the idea in August 2021.
The proposed $80 million facility, which will be a part of a future fundraising effort launched by the
University of Nebraska Foundation, will be home to future degree programs in data science, artificial
intelligence and other high-tech fields.
"We don't do vocational training — we educate students for the future because they are going to be
doing jobs we haven't thought of yet," Pérez said.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Wildfire forces residents of south-central Nebraska village to evacuate
 
The village of Edison, about 45 miles southwest of Kearney, is under a mandatory evacuation order
due to a large grass fire, according to the Nebraska State Patrol. 
The patrol, local law enforcement agencies and emergency management staff are assisting with the
evacuation in the Furnas County village.
Earlier Thursday, both U.S. Highway 283 between Elwood and Arapahoe and U.S. Highway 6
between Arapahoe and the intersection of Nebraska Highway 46 were closed due to the fire, the
Nebraska Department of Transportation reported.
The rapid, uncontrolled spread of the blaze through Furnas and Gosper Counties has been fanned by
high winds in south-central Nebraska.
The region will fall under a red flag warning at noon Friday, meaning it is at risk of "extreme fire
danger" due to gusty north winds and low humidity, the National Weather Service reported. The
warning remains in effect through 9 p.m. Friday.







By Bennet Goldstein
 


Nebraska Examiner: Omaha tiny-house village aims to be final step out of homelessness
 
Nebraska’s first modern-day tiny house village — soon to start sprouting in north downtown Omaha
— is expected to do more than add affordable-rent dwellings to the trendy urban core.
The 50 stand-alone homes, each about 250 square feet, serve a humanitarian purpose: They’re to be
occupied by former homeless people who have thrived in other shelter programs and who are ready
to take the next step toward independence.
In addition, the $8.2 million project provides a training ground for students: Seven of the houses are
being built by budding construction trades workers enrolled at Metropolitan Community College.
“We’re just really excited,” said Linda Twomey of the Siena Francis House, which will manage and
own the residential development. “It’s innovative. It’s a huge neighborhood improvement. It’s going
to provide a home — a place to grill out, to have plants and a dog.”
In the planning stages since 2018, “the Cottages” initiative officially breaks ground next week at a
2.4-acre former industrial site near 17th and Charles Streets. 
‘Prototype project’
The gated village — with a community center, gardens, common laundry facilities and offices for on-
site managers — is slated to open in 2023. 
Financing comes primarily from the federal low-income housing tax credit program administered by
the Nebraska Investment Finance Authority and earmarked for residents with special needs, such as
the homeless population.
NIFA’s Shannon Harner said the Cottages is the state’s first tiny house community made possible
with low-income tax credits. She anticipates that the project could pave the path for similar
Nebraska ventures in the future.
“We’re hoping this is a prototype project,” Harner said.
While located only a half-block from the Siena Francis House campus — and therefore close to
transportation, counseling and other shelter services — the Cottages are intended to create an
independent lifestyle for previously homeless residents. 
Twomey, executive director of Siena Francis shelters, said about 1,400 people a year experience
homelessness in Omaha.
Bragging rights for students
Many who will be eligible and chosen to reside in the small houses likely will have found success in
one of the more support-intensive Siena Francis programs and are ready for that next step out of
chronic homelessness, she said.
An on-site case manager will be available to help connect residents to community or support
services, including job or rental assistance. Twomey said residents will be responsible for rent and
likely will qualify for government subsidies or vouchers where they pay 30% of their income for rent.
Each of the tiny houses will include a kitchen, bedroom-living area and covered porch.
Trevor Secora, an instructor at Metro’s Fort Omaha campus who is overseeing the students’
construction of seven of the tiny houses, said the Cottages developer, Arch Icon, provides materials,
and the students assemble the shell to be transported to the site after completion.
It’s a win-win situation, he said, that offers hands-on and practical training for young construction
workers, who will be able to drive by afterward with family and friends and showcase their work.
“These are real-world projects that are going to be delivered back to the community,” said Secora, a







member of Metro’s Construction and Building Science faculty.
Students stepping up their game
He said the students are putting in an extra effort, knowing that the structures will actually be used
instead of torn down after completion, as some other practice projects are. 
“So their effort and craftsmanship is going to be stepped up a bit,” he said.
Clearing the north downtown site for the Cottages also helped clean up Kellom Greenbelt Park and
some other rough spots, Twomey said.
City officials have said the development should provide a boost to the geographical pocket and
perhaps lure more private investment to the area, which is not far from the trendy and growing
Millwork Commons neighborhood. 
Darin Smith of developer Arch Icon said his company has done numerous affordable and other
housing projects, but the Cottages is his team’s first to focus on the homeless population.
Other partners include the City of Omaha, Midwest Housing Equity Group, Alley Poyner Macchietto
Architecture and American National Bank.
“It’s kind of cool, the way we’ve worked with Metro Community College, Siena Francis and other
partners to bring it all together,” Smith said. “We can’t wait to see the finished project and the
benefits to the community.”
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


LJS Editorial, 4/8: Making Lincoln more welcoming makes it better, too
 
In the 1980s, Lincoln became a designated refugee resettlement site and resettled more than 5,500
refugees, most of them from Vietnam. By 1993, Lincoln was accepting more than 1,200 refugees a
year.
Today, Lincoln is home to more than 30,000 immigrants and refugees from 150 countries, numbers
that have continued to grow even after the Trump Administration’s four-year crackdown on legal
immigration.
Far from being a drain on the economy, as critics baselessly contend, in 2019, immigrants in the
Lincoln region held $455.7 million in spending power and paid $89 million in federal taxes and some
$60 million in state and local taxes.
That year, immigrants represented 21.1% of manufacturing workers, 11.8% of hospitality workers,
11.7% of education workers and 11.7% of STEM workers. Plus, the American Immigration Council
says immigrants helped preserve or create more than 1,200 local jobs that would have otherwise
vanished or moved elsewhere.
And, importantly, immigrants are far more likely to be of working age than those born in the U.S.,
which means that newcomers to the country can be one of the few solutions for the chronic need
for workers in Nebraska, which now has some 50,000 open jobs.
That litany of statistics makes a strong case beyond simply that it’s the right thing to do, for the
Welcoming & Belonging Strategic Plan that has been proposed for Lincoln and Lancaster County.
That plan, created with technical and research assistance from two national advocacy organizations,
includes creating a brick-and-mortar welcoming center and hiring a welcoming coordinator for the
city and county.
It also recommends expanding existing programs, such as one that connects professionals from
other countries with mentors in their field, increasing funding for naturalization programs and legal
resources, creating avenues for adults to get high school equivalency certificates and increasing the







number of trained interpreters to help new immigrants.
Each of those recommendations would benefit both immigrants and the broader community, from
improving communication for non-English speakers to getting them incorporated into jobs and the
local economy and helping them on the path to citizenship.
The plan, which was presented to the Lincoln City Council last month, also touches on civic
engagement, safety and health, affordable housing as well as education and economic opportunity.
All of the above need to be considered and implemented for Lincoln to become a community that
truly welcomes and assists the immigrants and refugees, as the statistics show, are key to the
economic and cultural future of the city, which needs them as much as they need a place to settle
and make “the good life” for themselves.
 


LJS: Tax cuts won't keep folks here
 
If I hear, "We need to lower taxes to keep young people in the state," from legislators again I might
scream.
The fact is over the past decade, according to the U.S. Census, the state of Nebraska increased its
population from 1,826,305 people to 1,934,408.
Lincoln went from 258,379 to 289,102. Omaha gained population over the decade from 408,958 to
478,192.
Looks like living in Nebraska is popular. Mainly, the people clamoring for tax cuts are older wealthy
people, not young people who don't own property or have a lot of wealth.
What's off-putting to younger people is how Nebraska is ruled by one particular party, the
Republican Party, and whose priorities are set by the governor of the state, Pete Ricketts, who is not
shy about using his family's wealth to fund death penalty implementation and a push for voter
suppression via ID laws.
If the state does in the future lose population I'd chalk it up to frustration from young people
regarding one party rule in Nebraska as being unfriendly to them.
Ricky Fulton, Omaha
 


AP: Bird flu's grisly question: how to kill millions of poultry
 
The spread of a bird flu that is deadly to poultry raises the grisly question of how farms manage to
quickly kill and dispose of millions of chickens and turkeys.
It's a chore that farms across the country are increasingly facing as the number of poultry killed in
the past two months has climbed to nearly 24 million, with outbreaks reported nearly every day.
Some farms have had to kill more than 5 million chickens at a single site with a goal of destroying the
birds within 24 hours to limit the spread of the disease and prevent animals from suffering.
“The faster we can get on site and depopulate the birds that remain on site, the better,” Minnesota
State Veterinarian Beth Thompson said.
The outbreak is the biggest since 2015, when producers had to kill more than 50 million birds. So far
this year, there have been cases in 24 states, with Iowa the hardest hit with about 13 million
chickens and turkeys killed. Other states with sizable outbreaks include Minnesota, Wisconsin, South
Dakota and Indiana.
Farms faced with the need to kill so many birds turn to recommendations by the American
Veterinary Medical Association. Even as it has developed methods to kill the poultry quickly, the







association acknowledges its techniques “may not guarantee that the deaths the animals face are
painless and distress-free.” Veterinarians and U.S. Department of Agriculture officials also typically
oversee the process.
One of the preferred methods is to spray water-based firefighting foam over birds as they roam
around the ground inside a barn. That foam kills the animals by cutting off their air supply.
When foam won't work because birds are in cages above the ground or it's too cold, the USDA
recommends sealing up barns and piping carbon dioxide inside, first rendering the birds unconscious
and ultimately killing them.
If one of those methods won't work because equipment or workers aren't available, or when the size
of a flock is too large, the association said a last resort is a technique called ventilation shutdown. In
that scenario, farmers stop airflow into barns, which raises temperatures to levels at which the
animals die. The USDA and the veterinary association recommend that farmers add additional heat
or carbon dioxide to barns to speed up the process and limit suffering by the animals.
Mike Stepien, a spokesman for the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, said the
techniques are the best options when it's necessary to quickly kill so many birds.
“State animal health officials and producers carefully weigh the different options to determine the
best option for humane depopulation and do not make such decisions lightly,” Stepien said.
Not everyone agrees.
Animal welfare groups argue that all these methods for quickly killing birds are inhumane, though
they are particularly opposed to ventilation shutdown, which they note can take hours and is akin to
leaving a dog in a hot car. Animal rights groups delivered a petition last year signed by 3,577 people
involved in caring for animals, including nearly 1,600 veterinarians, that urged the veterinary
association to stop recommending ventilation shutdown as an option.
“We have to do better. None of these are acceptable in any way,” said Sara Shields, director of farm
animal welfare science at Humane Society International.
Opponents of the standard techniques said firefighting foam uses harmful chemicals and it
essentially drowns birds, causing chickens and turkeys to suffer convulsions and cardiac arrest as
they die. They say carbon dioxide is painful to inhale and detectible by the birds, prompting them to
try to flee the gas.
Karen Davis, of the nonprofit group United Poultry Concerns, urged the veterinary association to
stop recommending all of its three main options.
“They’re all ways that I would not chose to die, and I would not choose anybody else to die
regardless of what species they belong to,” Davis said.
Shields said there are more humane alternatives, such as using nitrogen gas, but those options tend
to be more expensive and could have logistical challenges.
Sam Krouse, vice president of Indiana-based MPS Egg Farms, said farmers feel miserable about using
any of the options.
“We pour our lives and livelihoods into taking care of those birds, and it’s just devastating when we
lose any of those birds,” Krouse said. “Everything that we’re doing every day is focused on keeping
the disease out and making sure that we’re keeping our hens as safe as possible.”
Officials emphasize that the virus that’s spread primarily through the droppings of infected wild birds
doesn’t threaten food safety or represent a significant public health threat. Sick birds aren’t allowed
into the food supply and properly cooking poultry and eggs kills any viruses that might be present.
And health officials say no human cases of bird flu have been found in the United States during this
current outbreak.







Once poultry are dead, farmers must quickly dispose of the birds. They usually don't want to risk the
chance of spreading the virus by transporting the carcasses to landfills, so crews typically pile the
birds up into huge rows inside barns and combine them with other materials, such as ground up
corn stalks and sawdust to create a compost pile.
After a couple weeks of decomposition, the carcasses are converted into a material that can be
spread on cropland to help fertilize crops. In some cases, carcasses are buried in trenches on the
farm or incinerated.
By Josh Funk
 


AP: Iowa to close long-troubled center for disabled people
 
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — An Iowa center for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities
that has been the subject of persistent criticism and federal investigations will close, Gov. Kim
Reynolds said Thursday.
The Glenwood Resource Center, which has treated vulnerable people since the early 1900s, will
close by June 30, 2024. The facility, about 115 miles (185 kilometers) southwest of Des Moines, has
152 patients and a staff of about 650.
The state will begin moving patients out in July by sending about 60 to another state-run facility in
Woodward and 10 others into community housing facilities. Over the next year, transitions will
continue until the center is closed, with plans to sell the facility by July 1, 2024.
Reynolds announced the closure months after the U.S. Department of Justice issued a strong
condemnation of the way Iowa treats people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
A letter and report sent to the state in December by Justice Department officials indicated that Iowa
was needlessly institutionalizing people with intellectual disabilities and that the state's treatment
likely violated the federal Americans with Disabilities Act by failing to provide services that integrate
patients into their communities.
“Iowans with intellectual and developmental disabilities deserve quality care that aligns with the
expectations of the DOJ. Our best path forward to achieve those standards is closing GRC and
reinvesting in a community-based care continuum that offers a broad array of services," Reynolds
said in a statement.
Her statement also included comments from Republican legislative leaders in support of the
decision.
Democratic leaders Sen. Zach Wahls and Rep. Jennifer Konfrst said in a statement that the decision
was inevitable “because of years of indifference and neglect shown to the Glenwood community by
Governor Reynolds and Republican lawmakers.”
The DOJ report said Iowa officials have known for years that community-based support for people
with complex medical and behavioral needs is insufficient and have acknowledged they have failed
to meaningfully assess the capacity of the community service system.
Federal officials said Iowa has one of the nation's highest percentages of residents with intellectual
disabilities who live in institutions.
A 2002 DOJ investigation found that conditions at Glenwood and Woodward were constitutionally
deficient. An agreement was reached then for the state to “encourage and assist people to move to
the most integrated settings.”
The state got a grant in 2007 to help overcome its approach that favored institutionalizing people,
but the December 2021 report said the state had failed to adequately develop community services
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and support including crisis intervention.
On Nov. 21, 2019, the DOJ notified Iowa of a new investigation, and in a December 2020 report,
federal officials said the Glenwood center likely violated the constitutional rights of residents by
subjecting them to human experiments, including sexual arousal research. Some of the experiments
were deemed dangerous by federal investigators.
Reynolds promised a smooth transition for the residents, assistance in helping state workers find
other jobs and help in identifying alternative uses for the Glenwood campus after it closes.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 5-02-22
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 8:48:25 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE


Commodity Delivery Price Basis
Date
(as
of)


Corn May
2022 7.90 -15.00 07:45


Corn Oct
2022 6.97 -45.00 07:45


Milo May
2022 7.50 -55.00 07:45


Milo Oct
2022 6.92 -50.00 07:45


Soybeans May
2022 15.68 -103.00 07:45


Soybeans Oct
2022 14.35 -70.00 07:45


Wheat May
2022 10.13 -85.00 07:45


Wheat Jul 2022 10.13 -85.00 07:45
 
TV and Radio
NPM: Ricketts Hails North Omaha Revitalization Bill
KETV: Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, community leaders
celebrate $370 million investment in North, South Omaha
WOWT: Nebraska governor signs $335M Economic
Recovery Act
KMTV: Omaha Recovery Act aims to make poverty in North
Omaha 'the past tense'
KETV: 'The Good Life is Calling': Ad campaign aims to get
people to move to Nebraska
KNOP: Compensation claim for first responders’ families
explained
NPM: Legislative Primaries to Narrow Field, Regardless of
Party
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KMTV: Herbster, Trump and other speakers gather in
Greenwood for Save America rally
NCN: Trump hits Biden, disputes Herbster allegations;
Herbster talks border, China
KPTM: A second woman comes forward by name with
allegations against Charles Herbster (no video)
NPM: Second Woman Accusing Herbster of Assault
Identifies Herself (no audio)
KETV: Second woman comes forward accusing Charles
Herbster of sexual misconduct
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts, lawmakers laud 'landmark' bill devoting
$335 million to recovery in North and South Omaha
Nebraska Examiner: ‘Real work’ begins on $335 million
investment to revive areas including North and South
Omaha
Kearney Hub: Gov. Ricketts expected Tuesday at Two Rivers
open house
LJS: Nebraska legislative lobbying compensation exceeds
$20 million
Norfolk DN: Flood discusses process to replace him if he’s
elected to Congress
LJS: Don Walton: Fluid Nebraska GOP governor race enters
final days
Nebraska Examiner: New Pillen poll shows still shows a
tight, three-way race for GOP nomination
AP: Trump endorsement divides Republicans in deep-red
Nebraska
CNN: May primaries set to test Trump’s touch as GOP
kingmaker
LJS: Herbster points to conservative principles, Christian
values
OWH: Herbster ad cancellations raise questions about
campaign strategy, finances
LJS: Trump, allies to campaign for Herbster at I-80
Speedway
LJS: Trump defends, endorses Herbster at rescheduled
Nebraska rally
Nebraska Examiner: Trump rallies for Herbster, defends
Fortenberry and attacks Bacon, Sasse
The Hill: Trump stumps for Nebraska candidate accused of
groping: ‘I defend people when I know they’re good’
Washington Post: Trump makes closing pitch for Nebraska
candidate accused of groping
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Nebraska Examiner: A second woman steps forward by
name to allege Charles Herbster groped her
OWH: Second woman accuses Herbster of 'groping' her at
dinner event
NY Times: Nebraska Candidate for Governor Accused of
Second Groping Incident at 2019 Dinner
The Hill: Second woman publicly accuses Trump-backed
candidate of sexual misconduct
 
Coronavirus
OWH: UNMC researchers, collaborators no strangers to
test-to-treat program now available for COVID-19
Outbreak News Today: How states handled the COVID-19
crisis? New analysis shows Utah, Nebraska, and Vermont
were best with Montana and Florida right behind
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Wildfires cause extensive agricultural losses in
Nebraska
OWH: Avian flu is killing eagles feasting on sick or dead
waterfowl in Nebraska
Nebraska Examiner: Proposal to build state’s largest feedlot
hits snag, but now headed for another vote
OWH: Railroad union criticizes BNSF working conditions
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Fair cattle markets are needed to protect
Nebraska producers and consumers
OWH Midlands Voices: We must carry on the American
legacy of helping refugees
OWH Midlands Voices: Support for entrepreneurship is the
solution to a vibrant Nebraska
OWH Midlands Voices: America the Beautiful initiative will
benefit Nebraska wildlife, farms and ranchers
OWH Public Pulse


1. Ashford focused on issues
2. Deb Fischer’s bill
3. Promote mental wellness
4. Schools mirror society
5. Questions for Ricketts
6. Who pays?
7. What’s their motivation?
8. Heartless move


LJS Editorial, 4/29: Saving water now may save our future
LJS Editorial, 5/1: Measured start is the way to approach
gaming
LJS Letters







1. Flood takes business approach
2. Herbster stands for officers
3. Building a better Nebraska
4. But how will they run state?
5. Hardly showing Nebraska values
6. Republicans can pick future
7. Schorr's service benefits county
8. Herbster an ally in drug fight
9. Speaking out in GOP race


10. Not as good as we think
11. Nigro serving community well
12. Nigro's honesty, integrity shine
13. Hardly a voice for freedom
14. Conrad has proven talents
15. Conrad needed in Legislature
16. Herbster would bring change


 
National/Federal
AP: 8 Midwest states seek permanent waiver to sell E15 gas
 


OWH: Ricketts, lawmakers laud
'landmark' bill devoting $335
million to recovery in North and
South Omaha


 
State Sen. Justin Wayne said he had fun working to pass
Legislative Bill 1024 to fund recovery efforts in underserved
areas of Omaha. Now that the bill has passed, he’s a bit
nervous.
“The real work begins now,” Wayne said at a press
conference Thursday.
The Omaha senator, along with Gov. Pete Ricketts, several
other lawmakers and dozens of local officials, gathered at
Metropolitan Community College’s Fort Omaha campus to
celebrate the passage of LB 1024. Ricketts described the bill
as “landmark legislation” that will have a “generational
impact” in the years to come.
The bill devotes $335 million to underserved areas of the
state, particularly in North and South Omaha, but also to
some low-income communities in Lincoln and rural
Nebraska. Ricketts said some of the recovery efforts will
include affordable housing, infrastructure investments,
crime prevention, financial literacy and education.
Wayne said this is the first time in state history that North







and South Omaha have had this level of funding dedicated
to them and now the pressure is on to produce results.
“We’ll never get an opportunity like this again if we don’t
use these dollars wisely,” Wayne said.
A committee of seven lawmakers has already formed to
plan the recovery efforts. On the committee is Wayne,
along with Sens. Mike Hilgers of Lincoln, Terrell McKinney
of Omaha, Tony Vargas of Omaha, Mike McDonnell of
Omaha, Brett Lindstrom of Omaha and Anna Wishart of
Lincoln.
A legislative staffer confirmed the committee has already
met once near the end of the legislative session, but they
haven’t approved anything yet. First on the committee’s to-
do list is to approve a request for proposal, or RFP, which
will allocate about $135 million of the funding outlined in
LB 1024, according to the staffer.
Although no specific projects have been solidified so far,
Wayne previously said a top priority will be hiring a “master
developer,” which will likely take the form of a contractor
who oversees the major development projects in the area.
Adm. Osie Combs, president of the manufacturing company
Pacific Engineering Inc., said he plans to contribute to the
recovery efforts by expanding a business park in North
Omaha to house a facility for his business. Pacific
Engineering currently operates out of a 75,000-square-foot
facility in Lincoln, with about 30 employees. Combs said he
hopes to bring on 50 to 100 new employees through this
expansion, primarily hiring people from the Omaha area.
“We take it to the people,” Combs said.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Pacific Engineering built
pods that served as temporary testing sites. Combs said
those pods can be repurposed to serve different recovery
effort needs , such emergency shelters or affordable
housing.
By Erin Bamer
 


Nebraska Examiner: ‘Real work’
begins on $335 million investment
to revive areas including North and
South Omaha


 







OMAHA — With the heaviest legislative lifting behind them,
key Nebraska lawmakers and Gov. Pete Ricketts gathered
Thursday away from the State Capitol, on community turf
where a $335 million recovery plan is to turn into action.
Meeting at a site in North Omaha, the public officials led a
celebratory bill-signing event kicking off what Sen. Justin
Wayne called the “real work” that will bring to life the
Economic Recovery Act.
Also known as Legislative Bill 1024, the act initially focused
on North Omaha, then added South Omaha and ultimately
included other low-income census tracts in the state that
were disproportionately affected by the pandemic.
‘Historic’ legislation
Ricketts called the package “historic landmark legislation”
and said Nebraska can’t be healthy if certain ZIP codes
aren’t reaping the same success as others.
“That bill will have generational impact,” said Ricketts. “It
will invest in affordable housing, infrastructure, crime
prevention, financial literacy, job training, education — all
the things that go into making sure we are developing the
full talent of all of our people here in the state of
Nebraska.”
Much of the $335 million — about $250 million — will
come from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).
Wayne, who led the push for the legislation along with
State Sen. Terrell McKinney, also of North Omaha, called
Thursday a time to reflect on decades of neglect and also to
recognize past leaders who paved the way.
He said that while historic, the occasion was “a little scary”
because of the work ahead that could transform
communities.
“The real work is just beginning,” he said at the event held
at Metropolitan Community College’s Fort Omaha Campus.
Business park is one piece
State Sens. Tony Vargas and Mike McDonnell, both of South
Omaha, also were recognized as co-sponsors of the
legislation and were among the public officials greeting
about 50 community representatives.
A special legislative committee soon will begin to seek
proposals for efforts aimed at creating economic
opportunities and improving the targeted census tracts,
which largely are in North and South Omaha.
Also addressing the group was Osie Combs Jr., chief
executive of Pacific Engineering, who plans to expand his
Lincoln-area company on a future business park near







Eppley Airfield in North Omaha. The park is one economic
development piece that is to receive a financial boost
through the recovery act.
Combs, a retired Navy rear admiral, said he wants to work
with local officials on an apprenticeship program to help
build his workforce. He hopes to bring at least 50 jobs to
the business park.
“We accept this baton to move forward,” said Combs.
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


Kearney Hub: Gov. Ricketts
expected Tuesday at Two Rivers
open house


 
KEARNEY — Gov. Pete Ricketts will be on hand when the
Two Rivers Public Health Department has an open house 1-
3 p.m. Tuesday at its office at 516 W. 11th St. to celebrate
its national accreditation status.
The public is invited to the 2 p.m. dedication ceremony,
where Ricketts will speak, along with Pat Lopez, R.N., Dr.
Brady Beecham and Dr. Ali Khan. Refreshments and cake
will be provided.
Two Rivers expanded in late 2021, just 18 months after
moving from Holdrege to its current office in Kearney. The
COVID-19 pandemic required a larger staff and more space.
It was able to lease a newly vacated office next door.
It added 1,700 square feet to its 3,569 square feet, with
five new offices, an expanded lobby and reception area, a
second conference room, a second restroom and more
storage.
Duncan Theis Construction was awarded the $130,591
contract for the design, demolition and construction.
For Tuesday’s event, RSVPs are requested by calling 308-
233-3100, emailing orders@trphd.org, or contacting a Two
Rivers staff member.
 


LJS: Nebraska legislative lobbying
compensation exceeds $20 million
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Compensation for lobbyists at the Nebraska Legislature in
2021 approached $21 million, Common Cause Nebraska
reported Thursday in its annual survey of lobbying activity
at the Capitol.
The 2021 figure of $20,789,181 in lobbying expenses to
influence state government topped the 2020 figure by
more than $2 million. 
Common Cause titled its report as "The Pay to Play Express:
Nebraska's Runaway Lobbying Train."
Compensated lobbyists with legislative clients totaled 366
in 2021, declining slightly to 336 this year, according to the
report.
Once again, Mueller Robak led the way among lobbying
firms with a $1,645,683 total compensation figure in 2021.  
Rounding out the top four: Radcliffe and Associates,
$1,340,799; O'Hara Lindsay, $903,276; Peetz and Co.,
$827,100.
Among the largest spenders were Altria Client Services, the
Nebraska Chamber of Commerce, the League of Nebraska
Municipalities, the University of Nebraska, the Nebraska
Council of School Administrators, the Nebraska Bankers
Association and the Nebraska County Officials Association.
The university topped the 2021 lobbying expense list at
$180,065.
Omaha led the public school lobbying expenditure list at
$97,700 with Lincoln listed at $21,600.
Common Cause said 16 former senators are listed as
legislative lobbyists.
"When it comes to political campaign contributions,
Nebraska is truly the Wild West," the report said.
"In 2012, when Nebraska's Campaign Finance Limitation Act
was declared unconstitutional, we lost all control," Jack
Gould, issues chair for Common Cause Nebraska, said.
"Nebraska has no contribution limits on PACs, corporations,
principals, lobbyists, or even individuals.
"When Governor (Pete) Ricketts wants to support a
candidate or oppose a ballot issue, he can contribute
$10,000 or $25,000 or more without batting an eye."
In the 2018 election cycle, Gould said, "48 candidates spent
$6,489,464 running for 24 unicameral seats that pay
$12,000 per year."
"One has to wonder how important that $20 contribution
from the average citizen really is to our state officials,"
Gould said. 







By Don Walton
 


Norfolk DN: Flood discusses process
to replace him if he’s elected to
Congress


 
State Sen. Mike Flood claims he isn’t superstitious, but still,
he doesn’t like to take chances.
The Norfolk state senator was the featured speaker
Wednesday during the Madison County Republicans’
monthly luncheon at Black Cow Fat Pig. He also is running
for the 1st Congressional District seat vacated by Jeff
Fortenberry.
Following his talk to the Republicans, which included a
recap of highlights of the past legislative session, Flood was
asked in the event that he defeated fellow state Sen. Patty
Pansing Brooks of Lincoln on Tuesday, June 28, in the 1st
Congressional District special election, would he suggest to
Gov. Pete Ricketts an appointment from the 19th District to
take his seat?
Flood told the 75 people at the event that he doesn’t have
anyone in mind and would not offer any names to the
governor.
“I feel like that’s jinxing myself,” Flood said. “It is an honor
to represent Madison County and southern Pierce County
in the Legislature and I want to make sure that my
attention right now is on (the 1st Congressional District)
race. It will be totally up to the governor.”
Flood said if he is elected and Ricketts does make the
appointment, that person would have to run in 2024 for
the seat and would be limited to a little over six years.
“And I do believe this is especially important because if the
U.S. Supreme Court decides that states do have the right to
regulate abortion and that decision comes in June, knowing
Pete Ricketts, there will be a special session to consider
whether or not Nebraska should have abortion,” Flood said.
It would be possible that whoever is appointed would
immediately have to vote on a bill that would give Nebraska
the right to end abortion, Flood said.
When discussing the past session, Flood said the biggest
story of the session was all the “meaningful tax cuts” that







were passed. He said his biggest disappointment was the
Legislature falling three votes short to end abortion if the
U.S. Supreme Court gives states that right later this year.
Flood said he also wanted to point out the work done by
Steve Jessen of Norfolk, who helped to get the Nebraska
Legislature to pass a bill calling for a Convention of States.
“He’s a warrior,” Flood said of Jessen.
Nebraska became the 17th state to call for a Convention of
States to consider making changes to the U.S. Constitution
if 34 states pass it.
Nebraska’s bill asks the convention to impose term limits,
fiscal restraints on the federal government and limits on
the federal government's power and jurisdiction.
“Steve Jessen, you put in as much time as I do on all
issues,” Flood said. “I could look over the lobby and see
that cowboy hat. He was absolutely out working over the
crowd.”
Flood said he also appreciated the work of fellow state Sen.
Brett Lindstrom and former state Sen. Theresa Thibodeau,
who also attended the event.
By Jerry Guenther
 


LJS: Don Walton: Fluid Nebraska
GOP governor race enters final days


 
And now there are just nine days to go in what has
developed into a fluid and unpredictable Republican
gubernatorial race.
"Capable of flowing and easily changing shape" is the
dictionary definition of fluid.
Yep, that's the word.
Lots going on behind the scenes in campaign war rooms as
this race appears to be tightening with three candidates
moving within grasp of victory.
Polling results are strategically leaking or directed to news
media and organizational skills at getting out the vote will
begin to emerge as a big factor now. 
And, of course, the fallout continues from the charge that
Charles Herbster inappropriately touched or groped eight
women at public events, a bombshell that exploded on the
scene in April in a story written by Aaron Sanderford in the
Nebraska Examiner.







Herbster denies the allegations, describing them as "totally
false."
We've already had the surprising sight of Lt. Gov. Mike
Foley independently parting company politically with Gov.
Pete Ricketts, who twice chose him as his running mate,
when Foley endorsed Herbster in opposition to the
governor's strong support for University of Nebraska regent
Jim Pillen.
What could be left now except for Donald Trump to
parachute into this chaotic scene in a Nebraska version of
his trip down the Trump Tower escalator five years ago?
So, of course, as if on cue, Trump prepared to drop into
Nebraska and address a storm-rescheduled rally between
Lincoln and Omaha on Sunday to support Herbster. 
And there could be more drama ahead.
What does the governor do if Herbster, a man whom
Ricketts has said would be "a terrible governor," wins the
Republican nomination?  
Does Ricketts just take a walk or would there be any
consideration of an alternative petition candidate to
challenge Herbster and the Democratic nominee on the
November general election ballot? 
But wouldn't that in turn open the possibility that the
Democratic nominee, almost certainly Sen. Carol Blood of
Bellevue, could be elected governor with  40% of the vote,
or less, in a three-candidate race?   
In his loss to Ricketts in 2014, when the governor was first
elected, Democratic nominee Chuck Hassebrook snared
roughly 40% of the general election vote. 
More likely than an alternative candidate in November is an
explosive final 10 days ahead with Pillen, state Sen. Brett
Lindstrom and Herbster all in the hunt and momentum in
the driver's seat.
If Herbster ultimately wins the Republican nomination, we
could expect a flood of Democratic TV ads during the
general election campaign depicting Ricketts and Herbster
and weaponizing the governor's words: "He would be a
terrible governor."
Put on your helmets and flak jackets. This isn't going to be
pretty.
* * *
"Never underestimate Justin Wayne," Ricketts said during a
ceremony at Metro Community College celebrating
enactment of legislation that will pump $336 million, most
of it in the form of federal coronavirus pandemic recovery







funds, into North Omaha and South Omaha for
development of affordable housing and new employment
opportunities while revitalizing neighborhoods. 
Wayne, with assistance from Sens. Terrell McKinney, Tony
Vargas and Mike McDonnell, drove what the governor
described as "a team effort" to win enactment of the plan
after adjusting the original proposal to include other parts
of the state and thereby gain widespread legislative
support.
Lincoln is included in the compromise package with federal
funding for development of affordable housing and support
for the Lancaster Event Center.
It's a big step forward for Black and Latino communities in
Omaha and, even though it took federal funds to
accomplish it, also a step forward for the state.
Wayne described the ceremony as "a celebration of hope."
* * *
Looking ahead, there's the potential for an unprecedented
movement of state senators into higher office this year.
It's all speculative now except for the guarantee that
Nebraska will have a current state senator sitting in the 1st
District seat in the House of Representatives after a June 28
special election. 
Either Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln or Sen. Mike
Flood of Norfolk will join former Sen. Adrian Smith of
Gering in the House. With former Sen. Deb Fischer of
Valentine now a member of the U.S. Senate, that will give
former state senators a majority in Nebraska's five-member
congressional delegation.
And Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha is attempting to make it
four with his Democratic candidacy for Republican Rep.
Don Bacon's 2nd District seat in the House. 
In addition to all of that, Lindstrom, of Omaha, and Blood,
of Bellevue, are bidding for their party's nomination for the
governorship and conceivably could meet in the general
election. 
Nebraska has not elected a current or former state senator
to be governor in the last seven decades. 
Finishing up
* What's with that long table, President Putin? Royalty;
COVID; shuffleboard; Brutus?
* Qualified Nebraska students with family incomes of
$65,000 or less can attend the University of Nebraska
tuition-free, NU President Ted Carter notes in a Journal Star
"local view" column.  That's remarkable, strategic and smart







as Nebraska's political and business leaders center their
attention and support on community colleges and their
instant production of a workforce.
* Here's KU's Bill Self, talking about the transfer portal (and
in my opinion the gradual demise of the amateur, pure
appeal of college sports): "Kids should be able to move in
theory, but it's out of control now because the reason
they're moving is because I can get a bigger NIL deal
somewhere else" by marketing their name, image and
likeness.
* It's May; slow the calendar down now. 
By Don Walton
 


Nebraska Examiner: New Pillen poll
shows still shows a tight, three-way
race for GOP nomination


 
LINCOLN — New polling indicates that negative political
advertising and negative publicity may be having an impact
in the red-hot, three-way race for the Republican
nomination for governor.
It also indicated that 24% of respondents were still
undecided on how they might vote in the May 10 primary. 
A telephone poll of 505 Republican voters was done earlier
this week on behalf of the Jim Pillen campaign.
The results indicated a race still too close to tell who’s
leading, with 24% of respondents saying they’d vote for
Pillen, a former Nebraska football player and University of
Nebraska regent. Conklin Co. CEO Charles Herbster got 23%
support. And State Sen. Brett Lindstrom, a financial advisor,
polled at 20%.
The results fall within the poll’s margin of error of plus or
minus 4.4%. The poll was conducted Tuesday through
Thursday by WPA Intelligence.
Seven percent of respondents supported former State Sen.
Theresa Thibodeau.
In a statement, Pillen campaign manager Kenny Zoeller said
“Nebraskans recognize he is the most conservative
candidate in the race.” 
A spokeswoman for the Herbster campaign, Ellen Keast,
said his campaign had not seen any polling numbers that







agree with Pillen’s. She said Herbster voters are “mobilized
and energized” to turn out on May 10.
Lindstrom campaign spokesman Pat Trueman said his
takeaway was that the race is still a “dead heat” and that
Pillen has been unable to grow the percentage of his
supporters. They see Lindstrom’s support continuing to
grow.
Pollsters with Washington, D.C.-based WPA Intelligence
said that support for Lindstrom dropped 3% in the past
week and that there had been a dramatic shift in how
Republicans perceived Lindstrom and Herbster in the past
three weeks.
Lindstrom’s “favorables” have dropped 16 percentage
points from an April 3-5 survey to the most current poll,
from 51% favorable to 35%, the pollsters reported.
Herbster’s favorables declined by 12%. By contrast, Pillen’s
favorables dropped 5% during that period.
That all coincides with an onslaught of negative ads aimed
at Lindstrom, after he had climbed into contention with
Pillen and Herbster, and since revelations from eight
women, including State Sen. Julie Slama, that they had
been groped by Herbster.
Herbster, 67, has denied the allegations and filed a
defamation lawsuit last week against Slama, maintaining he
was a “victim of a politically motivated and groundless
attack.”
His lawsuit prompted the 25-year-old senator and law
student to file a countersuit. In it, she alleged that she was
“shocked, mortified, and traumatized” after the candidate
reached up her dress and groped her inappropriately at a
2019 GOP event. 
Lindstrom has rejected claims in attack ads aimed at him
that he is a “liberal.” He pointed to his success in getting tax
cuts passed for seniors and corporations and to his pro-life
votes in the Nebraska Legislature.
Pillen has also been the subject of negative advertising,
which claim that he and Gov. Pete Ricketts — a major Pillen
backer — are behind the groping allegations against
Herbster. Other ads attack Pillen’s hog farms, claiming they
are polluting waterways.
In recent weeks, polling has indicated a three-way race for
the GOP nomination between Pillen, Herbster and
Lindstrom.
By Paul Hammel
 







AP: Trump endorsement divides
Republicans in deep-red Nebraska


 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — In one of the nation’s most
overwhelmingly Republican states, the party is entering the
final stretch of a bruising primary campaign deeply divided
over who should become the nominee for governor.
Nearly all of Nebraska’s GOP establishment leaders
are lining up behind businessman Jim Pillen, believing he
would be the easy favorite to win in November. But no
endorsement matters quite like that of former President
Donald Trump, who is backing his longtime friend Charles
Herbster. And in a twist, a third candidate, state Sen. Brett
Lindstrom, is emerging as a strong contender in part
because of an endorsement from the mayor of Omaha, the
state’s biggest city.
Whoever comes out on top in the state’s May 10 primary
will enter the general election in a strong position against
Democratic state Sen. Carol Blood. But the fractures that
have surfaced during the primary campaign, particularly in
the wake of groping accusations from multiple women
against Herbster, have frustrated GOP leaders in Nebraska.
“It’s unfortunate,” said state Sen. Steve Halloran, a
conservative Republican and longtime party activist. “What
we’re seeing here is creating a lot of tension within the
party.”
There has been little polling in the nine-person primary
race to succeed two-term Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts,
who can’t seek reelection because of term limits. Herbster
was seen as a strong front-runner through much of the race
but is now fighting accusations that he groped at least eight
young women at public events.
Herbster has denied the allegations and has even filed a
lawsuit against state Sen. Julie Slama, the only accuser to
be identified by name. Slama, who has endorsed Pillen, has
counter-sued, accusing Herbster of trying to silence a
sexual assault victim.
The allegations have roiled the race, with Herbster airing an
ad that accuses Ricketts and Pillen of orchestrating the
allegations. The spot points to Slama’s ties to Ricketts as a
former campaign spokeswoman and one of his legislative
appointees. Her attorney called the ad a “vicious new
political advertisement” and the lawsuit “a frivolous and
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bad faith attempt to bully a sexual assault victim into
silence.”
On Tuesday, four other female Republican state lawmakers
said they were setting up a legal fund to help others who
have accused Herbster.
“He is a predator,” said Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Omaha.
Trump defied much of Nebraska’s GOP establishment when
he endorsed Herbster, rewarding a longtime supporter and
ignoring Ricketts’ request that he stay out of the race. After
Trump’s endorsement, Ricketts released a scathing
statement about Herbster and then endorsed Pillen, who
also has been backed by a host of Nebraska luminaries,
including former Gov. Kay Orr, the influential Nebraska
Farm Bureau, and renowned former University of Nebraska
football coach and congressman Tom Osborne.
The allegations didn’t stop Trump from planning a rally with
Herbster this weekend. The event was initially scheduled
for Friday, but was rescheduled for Sunday because of
severe weather.
Trump remains popular in Republican-dominated Nebraska,
but some campaign experts question whether his blessing
will be enough to offset Pillen’s support from top Nebraska
Republicans or Lindstrom’s recent surge.
“Without question, the Trump endorsement has value,”
said Chris Peterson, a Nebraska Republican campaign
strategist and lobbyist who isn’t affiliated with any of the
candidates for governor. “But what we’ve seen over the
last few months is that most Republican primary voters
already associate Herbster with Trump, so that’s largely
factored into their calculus.”
As he waded into this year’s contentious primary races,
Trump has ignored a long list of allegations leveled against
candidates he supported. He endorsed football great
Herschel Walker for an open Senate seat in Georgia,
despite allegations that Walker repeatedly threatened to
kill his ex-wife and her new boyfriend and exaggerated
claims of business success, among others.
He backed one of his former aides, Max Miller, for an Ohio
congressional seat even though Miller’s ex-girlfriend,
former White House press secretary Stephanie Grisham —
who also served as a top aide to former first lady Melania
Trump — had accused Miller of growing abusive as their
relationship deteriorated. Miller has denied the charges.
Some endorsements have come back to sting Trump.
Trump originally threw his support behind Sean Parnell, an
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Army veteran, in Pennsylvania’s competitive Senate race.
But Parnell eventually chose to drop his bid amid
allegations of abuse by his estranged wife that he has
denied.
Ryan Horn, an Omaha-based political strategist, said
Trump’s endorsement of Herbster may be a turnoff for
many of the same suburban Omaha Republicans who were
skeptical of Trump in 2020. Horn said he doesn’t think
Pillen has made much headway with them, either, despite
the Ricketts endorsement.
“There’s just something about both of those guys that left
voters unsatisfied,” Horn said.
Horn said that could give an edge to Lindstrom, an Omaha
financial adviser who has focused his campaign on cutting
taxes.
With no clear front-runner, the vote could be tight. The last
time Nebraska Republicans were running for an open
governor’s seat in 2014, Ricketts won a heated six-man race
by less than 2,400 votes and claimed less than 27% of the
total Republican primary vote.
Other GOP candidates running are former state Sen.
Theresa Thibodeau, who had been Hebster’s running mate
but left the campaign; Breland Ridenour, an Omaha
information technology manager; and other lesser-known
names.
By Grant Schulte
 


CNN: May primaries set to test
Trump’s touch as GOP kingmaker


 
Former President Donald Trump’s ability to pick winning
candidates will be put to the test as the primary
calendar kicks into high gear this month with a series of
contentious contests starting Tuesday in Ohio.
Most of this month’s GOP candidates have tried to appeal
to Trump during their campaigns, which is already a victory
for the former President. But clearing the field and sailing
toward a potential 2024 White House bid will hinge in part
on his capacity to prove that he remains the unrivaled
kingmaker of the GOP.
The Ohio GOP Senate contest is a prime example of how
genuflection to the former President is driving the debate
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in many Republican primaries throughout the country.
Trump upended what was already a topsy-turvy race by
backing J.D. Vance, the “Hillbilly Elegy” author and onetime
Trump critic, who has since recanted. But even after Trump
threw his weight behind Vance – describing him as “a
warrior” against what the former President falsely calls the
“rigged and stolen presidential election” – several of
Vance’s Republican rivals have clamored to prove they are
more aligned with Trump’s values.
That’s been a common dynamic throughout many of the
contests holding primaries this month. Fealty to Trump will
play a major role in a US House race in West Virginia the
following week when the Trump-backed candidate, Rep.
Alex Mooney, will face GOP Rep. David McKinley in the
first incumbent-versus-incumbent primary of the cycle.
Mooney endeared himself to Trump by objecting to the
Pennsylvania electoral count as Congress was certifying Joe
Biden’s general election victory. McKinley voted to certify
Biden’s win and backed the formation of an independent
commission to investigate the January 6, 2021, attack on
the US Capitol – an effort killed in the Senate.
One of this year’s most expensive Senate showdowns will
unfold in Pennsylvania on May 17. Trump’s candidate,
celebrity surgeon Mehmet Oz, is in a heated race against,
among others, David McCormick, a former hedge fund chief
executive who has pounded Oz for the ideological
inconsistencies he displayed throughout his television
career.
Finally on May 24, Trump will get his opportunity to avenge
Republican Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp for rebuffing his 2020
election schemes. The President lured former Sen. David
Perdue into the race against the sitting governor, spawning
an internal party brawl that many in the GOP saw no point
in having.
The May contests encapsulate the long shadow that
Trump’s personal grievances continue to cast over his party
and the extent to which he has trapped his GOP loyalists in
a time warp as he encourages them to keep pushing his
baseless claims of 2020 voter fraud at a time when many
Americans have more pressing concerns.
Voters are struggling with soaring gas and grocery prices as
inflationary pressures shows no sign of abating. There are
new indications that the economy could be headed
toward a recession. And the President’s approval rating
registered at a 41% in CNN’s latest average of recent
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national polls – a predicament that has historically led to
steep losses in the House for the party in the White House.
But Trump has never shown much concern about the way
his personal ambitions have derailed his party’s most
effective messaging opportunities – and 2022 has given him
a chance to hand-pick candidates who are as relentless as
he is about continuing to sow doubt about the 2020 results,
even though there is no evidence of widespread voter
fraud.
The drive to please him and his base has contributed to the
gravitational pull of GOP primary candidates farther to the
right, a vulnerability that Democrats plan to capitalize on
this fall as they seek to hold onto the suburban and
moderate voters that Trump alienated.
“These primaries are really crucial because it’s the first test
we have of Trump’s endorsement and whether some
potentially weaker candidates that he has backed could end
up as the nominee,” said Jessica Taylor, the Senate and
governors editor for the Cook Political Report with Amy
Walter.
“He’s the one driving the narrative. In that way, he’s
already won. All of these candidates, regardless of whether
they’ve gotten Trump’s endorsement or not, are feverishly
trying to make themselves into the MAGA mold.”
May 3: Heated Ohio Senate primary
Democratic Rep. Tim Ryan has largely consolidated his
party’s support behind his quest for the nomination to fill
the seat of retiring GOP Sen. Rob Portman.
That has meant most of the drama has been in the
crowded Republican Senate primary, centering in the final
days on whether Vance deserved Trump’s imprimatur.
While the former President was willing to look beyond
Vance’s past critiques, the political arm of the Club for
Growth is wielding those statements as a weapon as it tries
to boost former state treasurer Josh Mandel – even though
those moves have angered Trump.
One ad from Club for Growth Action in the final week
featured an old clip of Vance referring to himself as a
“never Trump guy” as an incredulous viewer asks, “Has
Trump seen this?” and asserts that the former President is
“getting it wrong” with his endorsement. (Vance has made
a point of addressing his conversion on the campaign trail,
asking voters to give him credit for admitting a mistake).
Before Trump weighed in on the race, Mandel, who served
in the Marine Corps Reserve, and Mike Gibbons, a wealthy
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self-funding businessman, had appeared poised to lead the
field – their own rivalry becoming so heated that they
appeared on the verge of blows at one debate. Mandel has
repeatedly made the false claim that the 2020 election was
stolen from Trump, telling reporters Friday that “we should
audit (the election results of) every single state in the
nation, including those that Trump won.”
But he is leaning on other conservative figures to help carry
his campaign across the finish line, including Texas Sen. Ted
Cruz. Campaigning with Mandel in Ohio this weekend, Cruz
mocked candidates who “have Donald Trump tattooed on
my rear end” and said voters should instead consider the
consistency of the candidates’ records as conservatives.
In the race for governor, incumbent Mike DeWine leads his
Republican primary opponents, according to recent polling,
even though he has been a frequent target of the pro-
Trump wing of his party. The more restrictive approach that
DeWine adopted to Covid-19 precautions, as compared
with other GOP governors, triggered some conservatives
and Trump, who blasted DeWine in a recent rally in the
state as “terrible.” But Trump has not endorsed in the race.
Former Rep. Jim Renacci, who lost to Democratic Sen.
Sherrod Brown in the 2018 Senate race, and farmer Joe
Blystone, who has railed against Covid mask and vaccine
mandates as well as what he views as DeWine’s
government overreach, appear to be splintering the faction
of GOP voters opposed to DeWine.
May 10: A controversial Trump endorsement in Nebraska
Trump has a track record of endorsing problematic
candidates who have created headaches for his party – a
dynamic at play in the Nebraska gubernatorial primary on
May 10.
Trump has endorsed Charles Herbster, a rancher and
businessman, and has stood by him even after the
Nebraska Examiner reported in mid-April seven women,
including Republican state Sen. Julie Slama, had accused
Herbster of groping them at political events or beauty
pageants, with an additional woman accusing him of kissing
her forcibly. In six cases, at least one eyewitness
corroborated the women’s allegations, the publication
reported. Herbster has denied the allegations, calling them
“100% false.”
Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts, who had urged Trump to
stay out of the race, endorsed one of Herbster’s GOP rivals,
Jim Pillen, a hog farmer and veterinarian who serves on the
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University of Nebraska Board of Regents. Ricketts described
the allegations as “beyond horrible” and said Herbster
should “seek treatment.”
At a rally for Herbster Sunday night, Trump claimed that
Herbster was being “badly maligned.”
“I defend people when I know they are good; he’s a good
man,” Trump said, hewing to his long-standing pattern of
dismissing sexual harassment and assault allegations,
including those that were lodged against him in his 2016
campaign when he said they were “all false stuff” and
claimed he was “a victim.”
May 17: Tight races for Trump’s candidates in
Pennsylvania and North Carolina
The race to replace retiring GOP Sen. Pat Toomey in
Pennsylvania is on track to become one of the most
expensive in the country as the commonwealth’s perennial
swing state status makes that seat among the most likely
to flip from Republican to Democratic control.
The bulk of the spending is on the GOP side. As Oz and
McCormick and their outside allies have poured their
resources into television ads, the race blew past the $100
million mark in late April. Trump is slated to appear on Oz’s
behalf at a rally next weekend. And in a remarkable display
of the thrall he holds over his party, most of the GOP
candidates said at a recent debate it was too soon for their
party to move on from the 2020 election.
McCormick hired a roster of former Trump aides and
aggressively pursued his endorsement, lavishing praise on
Trump-era policies as he and his allies have portrayed Oz as
a RINO, or “Republican in name only.” One of
McCormick’s recent ads argues that the former President
endorsed the wrong guy by backing a celebrity doctor who
has praised figures reviled by conservatives, including
former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Dr. Anthony
Fauci, one of Biden’s top medical advisers.
Democrats have a competitive race of their own among Lt.
Gov. John Fetterman, Rep. Conor Lamb and state Rep.
Malcolm Kenyatta. Fetterman has emerged as the
candidate to beat by virtue of his fundraising and state-
wide name recognition. Lamb, a centrist who has argued
that his past victories in Republican-leaning districts
demonstrate his ability to win statewide, has said that
Fetterman’s more progressive profile would make him too
much of a risk in the general election. Despite those
attacks, Fetterman told CNN he sees no need to moderate
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his stances, which include advocacy for more gun control,
abortion access and universal health care – especially at a
time when Republicans in Congress have shown no interest
in compromise.
The other marquee Senate contest on May 17 is the race to
replace retiring Sen. Richard Burr in North Carolina, where
Trump endorsed Rep. Ted Budd, who backed the former
President’s 2020 election maneuvers by voting to toss out
the electoral results in Arizona and Pennsylvania in January
2021.
Trump’s endorsement nearly a year ago failed to clear the
field for Budd, who has been boosted by Club for Growth
Action running ads critical of former Gov. Pat McCrory.
McCrory, in turn, has accused Budd of being “reckless” with
his words, putting out a misleading ad focused on Budd’s
comments about Russian President Vladimir Putin and
attempting to tie him in a recent digital ad to GOP Rep.
Madison Cawthorn, a polarizing figure in North Carolina
politics.
Cheri Beasley, the first Black woman to lead the North
Carolina Supreme Court as chief justice, is heavily favored
on the Democratic side.
Across the country, Trump also weighed into the May 17
intra-party fight in the Idaho governor’s race, backing Lt.
Gov. Janice McGeachin in her primary challenge to Gov.
Brad Little. Showing a penchant for Trump-style theatrics,
McGeachin briefly captured the national spotlight last year
by using Little’s absence from the state to issue an
executive order barring mask mandates. (Little
later repealed the order, calling it “a self-serving political
stunt.”) In October, Little accused McGeachin of attempting
to deploy the state National Guard to the US-Mexico
border while he was in the Lone Star State visiting the
border. Despite Trump’s “complete and total
endorsement,” McGeachin does not appear to have gained
much traction.
May 24: Trump tries to avenge his Georgia loss
Trump’s defeat in Georgia has fueled his involvement in the
Peach State – specifically his zeal to topple Kemp and
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, who refused
Trump’s request that he “find” more than 11,000 votes to
overturn Biden’s victory in the state. Trump has backed
GOP Rep. Jody Hice, who embraced his election
conspiracies, against him.
Georgia became the first state where the Trump-affiliated
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Make America Great Again, Again! PAC extended its efforts
to the airwaves, according to AdImpact data. Its ad touted
both Perdue, Trump’s choice for governor, and former NFL
star Herschel Walker, who is backed by both Trump and
Senate GOP leader Mitch McConnell for the GOP to take on
Democratic Sen. Raphael Warnock.
While Trump’s commitment to Walker helped keep other
top Republicans out of the Senate race, it’s not clear that
his backing of Perdue has had the intended effect. The
former senator’s efforts to fire up Trump loyalists by
arguing Kemp could have done more to challenge the
election results so far has not proved to be a winning
strategy.
Kemp, who has won critical conservative victories on
legislation restricting abortion and making it legal for most
Georgians to carry a concealed firearm without a license,
has been bolstered by groups like the Republican
Governors Association, which aired ads touting him as a
“proven conservative leader.” As a former secretary of
state, he has rebutted Perdue’s attacks by arguing that he
did not have the authority to alter the election results.
Kemp noted in a late April debate that he would not “be
lectured by someone who lost his last election,” referring to
Perdue’s loss to Democrat Jon Ossoff in a January 2021
runoff.
Voters in Alabama also goes to the polls on May 24, but
Trump is no longer directly involved in the GOP Senate
primary there after he rescinded his endorsement of GOP
Rep. Mo Brooks, once one of his most loyal lieutenants on
Capitol Hill, irked both by the congressman’s flailing
campaign and his assertion that voters should put the 2020
election behind them.
Two of Brooks’ rivals to replace retiring GOP Sen. Richard
Shelby – former Shelby aide Katie Britt and Mike Durant, a
veteran and aerospace executive – have led the GOP field.
Trump’s endorsement record
Many of the Republicans running in May primaries have
styled themselves as Trump candidates, but this month’s
contests will be the first test of whether Trump’s
endorsement gambles pay off with victories.
But Scott Jennings, a Republican strategist and CNN
contributor, said that even if the former President ends up
with a mixed record, he is likely to adopt what he called
Trump’s traditional stance that “everything good that
happens, I’m responsible for, and everything bad that
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happens is someone else’s fault.”
As the general election contests take shape, Jennings
predicted that the focus on Trump’s 2020 election
obsessions will begin to fade as connecting with voters’
economic concerns becomes the paramount objective for
the GOP.
“My personal view is that if you’re not talking about
inflation and gas prices, the economy, crime and schools in
the fall – you’re an idiot,” he said. “It’s obvious what people
are worried about. … Make the race a referendum on Biden
on those issues.”
By Maeve Reston
 


LJS: Herbster points to conservative
principles, Christian values


 
Charles Herbster, the wealthy Falls City agribusinessman
whose self-funded early campaign start and insider
association with former President Donald Trump vaulted
him into an instant front-runner along with political target,
says he'd be a governor focused on conservative principles,
Christian values and the state's economic future.
That means protection of agriculture, attraction of business
investment, job creation and development of a skilled
workforce, he said.
"I am absolutely not a career politician," Herbster said.
Instead, he said, he has been "in the direct-selling business
for 45 years with the opportunity to work with hundreds of
small, independent business people in Nebraska."
And that experience, he said, uniquely prepares him to be
governor and lead the way to job creation and economic
growth in the state.
"I know we can do better," Herbster said. "I would market
the hell out of our state. I am a job creator.
"And I think people are ready for a new leader."
Nebraskans are "asking for the opportunity to have a seat
at the table," he said, and he would provide that as a
governor who listens to their ambitions and concerns.
"People just want to be heard (and) I'll be open-access,"
Herbster said during a telephone interview from his
campaign vehicle as he headed west into heavily
Republican territory on his way to Oshkosh with stops in







Sidney and Ogallala on the agenda for the following day.
During a lengthy interview over coffee in Lincoln at the
beginning of his campaign a year ago, Herbster said he
would focus on tax and school funding reform, including
additional property tax relief, while promising conservative
government if he is elected governor.
And during a walk to his car afterward he said his campaign
strength is likely to be that he's a lifelong salesman.
Herbster, self-funding his campaign with millions of his own
dollars, has been the acknowledged front-runner for nearly
a year, with polling results confirming his position at the
head of the pack.
But he ran into a buzz-saw in mid-April that has scrambled
a Republican race that was already tightening when the
online Nebraska Examiner reported that eight women had
accused him of inappropriately touching or groping them at
public events. 
Herbster has categorically denied the allegations, stating in
a Zoom conference hookup with members of the news
media, including CNN, that "all those accusations are totally
false" and that he is the victim of a politically motivated
"personal smear campaign."
State Sen. Julie Slama of Sterling, one of the accusers, is
now engaged in a battle of lawsuits with Herbster.
Another woman, Elizabeth Todsen, came forward and was
named in a Nebraska Examiner story that was published
Saturday. Todsen said she was groped by Herbster during
an Elephant Remembers fundraiser for the Douglas County
Republican Party in 2019, when she was a 23-year-old
employee of state Sen. Dave Murman.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, who originally appointed Slama to the
Legislature in 2019, said he believes the women and he has
urged Herbster to withdraw from the race.
Ricketts is supporting Jim Pillen of Columbus in what has
become a three-man race for the GOP nomination as
measured by recent polls.
Also riding into contention now is state Sen. Brett
Lindstrom of Omaha, according to polling results that
suggest he may be making the most recent gains.
Trump is scheduled to visit Nebraska on Sunday evening to
energize support for Herbster, who was chairman of the
former president's agriculture and rural advisory
committee and became an insider at White House events.
Herbster was in the room at Trump International Hotel in
Washington with Trump's sons and advisers on the night







before the Jan. 6 assault on the Capitol last year and
attended the president's rally on the following morning, but
left for Florida before the storming of the Capitol.
Herbster, a cattle producer and businessman who is owner
and CEO of Carico Farms and Herbster Angus Farms in Falls
City and the owner and CEO of Conklin Co., a
manufacturing and distribution company based in Kansas
City, Missouri, usually campaigns wearing a cowboy hat and
opens events with a prayer.
This is his second bid for the governorship; he withdrew
from his first campaign in 2014, citing his wife's health
challenges. She died of a heart attack in 2017.
"It is time for a Nebraska farmer and rancher to lead our
great state toward successful solutions," Herbster states on
his campaign website.
"Property and income taxes are crushing small businesses,
creating undue burden on farmers and ranchers, and
promoting large government in Nebraska."
Herbster, who identifies himself as a man focused on "faith,
family and freedom," says he is pro-life and determined to
protect the 2nd Amendment and its constitutional
guarantee to keep and bear arms.
His pro-life convictions won him the endorsement of Lt.
Gov. Mike Foley in a surprising political split with Ricketts,
who chose Foley as his running mate in 2014 and 2018.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Herbster ad cancellations
raise questions about campaign
strategy, finances


 
In an unusual late-campaign move, ads for Charles W.
Herbster temporarily went dark on broadcast and cable TV
this week.
The campaign blames an error with wiring money, but
political observers say the incident and explanation raise
questions.
Herbster’s campaign for governor altered TV ad buys across
Nebraska on Tuesday. Then, Wednesday, an agency that
shares political ad news tweeted that the campaign had
gone completely off broadcast and cable TV.







The Herbster campaign said Tuesday that it hadn’t canceled
anything and placed blame on a money-wiring problem.
Wednesday, spokesperson Emily Novotny said that the ads
went dark because of a time lapse after the issue was
addressed. Rod Edwards, Herbster’s deputy campaign
manager, declined to offer any more detail on what
happened.
“We’re up on advertising,” Edwards said. “We’re going to
be up on advertising for the rest of the campaign. We’re
not going to discuss internal financial transactions or
decisions.”
With less than two weeks until the gubernatorial primary
and mailed ballots already in many voters’ hands,
experienced political consultants were puzzled by the rare
pause.
“In a big, contested race like this — you want to avoid
leaving the airwaves open to your opponents uncontested
… you want to do everything you can to avoid that,” said
Ryan Horn, president of Omaha-based Bullhorn
Communications and a Republican media strategist.
In analyzing Federal Communications Commission filings for
about a dozen TV stations across Nebraska, The World-
Herald found that the Herbster campaign revised its buys at
many of the stations Tuesday.
At Omaha TV station KETV, for example, the campaign
canceled spots planned for Wednesday-Saturday, which
dropped a roughly $98,000 buy to about $42,000. The next
day, it bought more than $7,000 worth of ad time for
Thursday-Saturday.
At KOLN in Lincoln, the campaign canceled Wednesday-
Saturday spots, dropping a roughly $58,000 buy to about
$23,000. Then, Wednesday, it bought just over $5,000
worth in ad time.
A buy at Kearney-based KHGI-TV was revised and went
from $15,000 to $6,000, then the campaign bought about
$2,000 in ad time the next day.
The World-Herald asked the campaign if money saved from
such moves was shifted elsewhere, but Edwards did not
give an answer.
“It’s an indication that it is a campaign that is making very
quick changes, trying to find their footing, trying to change
their message,” Horn said. “It’s not a campaign that’s
closing this campaign the way they would have liked to
have planned, that’s for sure.”
Tuesday, the Herbster campaign launched an ad aimed at
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GOP candidate and University of Nebraska Regent Jim
Pillen, prominent Pillen supporter Gov. Pete Ricketts, and
State Sen. Julie Slama, who has accused Herbster of
touching her inappropriately at a 2019 political event.
Herbster has maintained that the allegations from Slama
and seven unidentified women, reported by the Nebraska
Examiner, are a political hit job designed by Pillen and
Ricketts. His new ad focuses on that.
Medium Buying tweeted Tuesday about the Herbster
campaign canceling ads for Wednesday through Saturday,
and then the next day about the campaign going dark on
broadcast and cable. (An employee of Medium Buying is
listed as State Sen. Brett Lindstrom’s gubernatorial
campaign’s buyer on FCC filings.)
What the pause indicates, political consultant Chris
Peterson said, is a “good question.” Peterson said he could
think of only one other time it has happened in the last two
decades.
“The answer would have to be an error or a campaign
reassessing how to deploy … finite resources in the closing
days of the campaign,” he said.
Herbster has largely self-funded his campaign, donating a
total of $8.9 million from his own pocket through April 5,
the last date included in the latest public report.
Herbster, a Republican megadonor and Conklin Co. CEO,
was slated to be a “special guest” on Friday at a rally hosted
by former President Donald Trump in Greenwood. The rally
was postponed until Sunday due to severe weather,
Trump’s Save America organization announced Friday
afternoon. Herbster has described himself as the “host” of
the event to The World-Herald.
Edwards said he didn’t know anything about the financing
for the rally, but he said it had nothing to do with the wire
transfer issue.
Sam Fischer, a retired Nebraska-based Republican political
consultant who worked on 11 gubernatorial races in seven
states, said a wiring issue at this point in the race “would be
colossal malpractice.”
But he did say there’s a scenario where the wiring issue is
believable: If Herbster were unable to free up enough
capital in time for a deadline. Fischer isn’t working with any
campaign, but he is supporting Lindstrom and has donated
money to his campaign.
Asked whether Herbster has enough money available to
sustain the campaign’s spending habits, Edwards rejected
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the idea that funding may be running low: “The campaign is
fully funded through the end of the election,” he said,
adding, “Our message will be getting to Nebraskans loud
and clear.”
By Sara Gentzler
 


LJS: Trump, allies to campaign for
Herbster at I-80 Speedway


 
A rally planned for Friday night in Greenwood in support of
Charles Herbster’s bid to become Nebraska’s next governor
will feature former President Donald Trump and several of
his close allies.
Trump announced the lineup in an email on Thursday.
Friday’s event is being held at the I-80 Speedway,
approximately halfway between Lincoln and Omaha.
Herbster was an early supporter of Trump and later chaired
his Agriculture and Rural Advisory Committee and served as
an adviser.
Herbster, the CEO of Conklin Co., was in Washington, D.C.,
in the final days of Trump's presidency before he
announced a run for governor.
The event will feature Kellyanne Conway, Trump’s 2016
campaign manager and longtime counselor; David Bossie,
president of Citizens United; Matt Schlapp, chairman of the
Conservative Political Action Conference; and Mike Lindell,
CEO of MyPillow.
According to a rally organizer, parking will be available at
the venue beginning at 8 a.m., with on-site ADA parking
spots available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Attendees will be asked to enter I-80 Speedway from 238th
Street to the southeast of the venue. Parking will be near
the entrance, to the northeast of the racetrack, as well as
on the track’s infield.
Once parked, guests will be asked to walk to the event
entry on the southwestern corner of the property. Doors
open at 3 p.m., with entertainment, special guest speakers,
food and beverages available throughout the day.
The Secret Service will screen all rallygoers upon entry. A
prohibited list of items includes alcoholic beverages; large
backpacks, bags or suitcases; chairs; coolers; firearms;
noisemakers; umbrellas; weapons; and “any other items







that may pose a threat to the security of the event as
determined by and at the discretion of the security
screeners.”
An email from the event organizer says those attending are
encouraged to wear masks and face coverings during the
entry and screening process — areas where 6 feet of social
distancing is not possible.
The program is scheduled to begin at 5 p.m. Trump is
expected to take the stage at 8 to deliver remarks.
The timing could put speakers on stage at about the same
time meteorologists predict a line of storms could sweep
through the area. The National Weather Service puts the
chance of rain on Friday evening at 70%.
An event organizer did not respond on Thursday to a
question from the Journal Star about the rally's plans for
inclement weather.
The former president’s appearance in Nebraska comes a
week and a half before the May 10 primary election in
which Herbster is locked in a three-way battle for the
Republican nomination for governor.
Other frontrunners in the race include Jim Pillen, a hog
farmer from Columbus and member of the University of
Nebraska Board of Regents, as well as Omaha state Sen.
Brett Lindstrom.
The rally also comes after Herbster has been accused of
sexual assault and groping by eight women, including state
Sen. Julie Slama.
He has denied the accusations and labeled them a “political
hit piece,” likening himself to U.S. Supreme Court Justices
Clarence Thomas and Brett Kavanaugh, who also were
accused of sexual assault and misconduct.
In a television ad that hit airwaves earlier this week,
Herbster's campaign said — without evidence — the
accusations were organized by Gov. Pete Ricketts, a
political ally of both Slama and Pillen.
Ricketts, who allied himself with Trump, has said he
believes Herbster would be a "terrible governor" and has
called on the agribusinessman to drop out of the race.
Others told the Nebraska Examiner, which broke the story,
they witnessed the alleged assaults, and earlier this week,
four state senators set up a fund to support the women
who have accused Herbster.
During a Zoom call with reporters last week, Herbster said
he did not plan to address the accusations on stage Friday.
The rally, which will draw vendors that follow Trump at his







appearances across the country, was not organized in
concert with the Nebraska GOP.
Racing was canceled Friday at the I-80 Speedway and will
be made up at a future date, the track said on its website.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: Trump defends, endorses
Herbster at rescheduled Nebraska
rally


 
GREENWOOD — Railing against the political establishment
in front of a crowd of more than 3,000 people on Sunday,
Charles Herbster cast himself as an outsider running with
the blessing of former President Donald Trump.
In a wide-ranging speech that lasted about 25 minutes,
Herbster said he was ready to "take back Nebraska" from
elites entrenched in the state's political leadership.
"The establishment has taken control of the state of
Nebraska and the Nebraska Republican Party and they are
trying to scare me out of this race," Herbster said, without
mentioning any names specifically.
"It's not going to happen."
Eight women, including a sitting state senator and former
legislative staff member, have accused Herbster of groping
them or forcing himself onto them at political events going
back to 2019.
The allegations, first reported by the Nebraska Examiner,
were corroborated by several witnesses or other people
who were told about the misconduct soon after. Herbster
has denied all the accusations.
While Herbster did not address the accusations on Sunday,
two other speakers — including the former president —
came to his defense.
Jack Brewer, a former professional football player and
ardent supporter of Trump, said the accusations were part
of a spiritual battle being waged for the soul of the country,
and accused the women of lying about Herbster.
Asking the crowd to pray with him, Brewer asked for "the
weapons that are formed against Charles Herbster be cast
out."
"All those lies, all those people who came with a last-ditch







effort for power, for money — we cast them out right now
in the name of Jesus," Brewer said.
Trump, who was also accused of sexual misconduct during
his 2016 campaign and after, and could be heard
referencing grabbing women's genitals on tape, called the
allegations against Herbster "malicious charges" meant to
derail his campaign.
"It's a shame," Trump said. "That's why I came out here. I
defend people when I know they're good. He's a good man.
He was with us from the beginning ... he's an innocent
human being."
Mischaracterizing the allegations as Herbster simply talking
to women, Trump said Herbster asked that he appear in
Nebraska after the story broke.
"It's a disgrace what they've done and that's why I'm with
you," Trump said. "I could have got out of this one really
easy. I could have played golf. I'm here with you, Charles W.
Herbster."
Although he didn't name the two women who have gone
public with their accusations against Herbster, Trump took
aim at two Nebraska Republicans he said have sided against
him.
Over the course of nearly two hours, Trump took aim at
Sen. Ben Sasse — "he's an embarrassment to the people of
Nebraska" — and Rep. Don Bacon, who represents the 2nd
Congressional District -- "he's been there a long time, but
he's not good."
Neither Trump, nor Herbster, referred to Gov. Pete Ricketts
or Jim Pillen, a Columbus hog farmer and member of the
University of Nebraska Board of Regents, who is also
running on the Republican ticket for governor. Herbster has
suggested the allegations made against him were
concocted by Ricketts and Pillen.
Regarding Sasse, Trump said Nebraska's junior senator
questioned him about his plan to revoke the Affordable
Care Act shortly after taking office in 2017.
"This little Ben Sasse, he's a lightweight," Trump said. "He
started off so nasty to me, this little wise guy. I said 'who's
that little guy back there? He's a fresh son of a bitch.' Isn't
he though? He's like grilling me. I said 'you're a nasty guy.'"
Trump also said he reluctantly endorsed Sasse in 2020 at
the behest of several GOP leaders in the Senate, even after
someone — he didn't say who — in the Nebraska GOP
offered to put up a challenger against him.
The former president also asked people to vote for Steve







Kuehl, a Republican running in the primary against Bacon,
even though he didn't know the candidate: "Good luck
Steve, whoever the hell you are!" he said.
Former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, who resigned after he was
convicted of three felonies, including lying to the FBI for
accepting campaign contributions from a foreign source,
got Trump's sympathy, however.
Trump said Fortenberry — whom he didn't name — had
been treated unfairly and was prosecuted "over a very
small amount." Fortenberry accepted more than $30,000 in
illegal campaign contributions.
"I know nothing about it, but it looked like a very, very
unfair prosecution," Trump said.
Herbster, who spoke before Trump and briefly appeared on
stage with him, hit on several similar issues as the former
president, which were well received by the crowd.
He talked about banning critical race theory — a legal
theory taught at the graduate level that examines how race
and racism are embedded within systems of power — in all
educational settings, including higher education.
Herbster also said he would push for school choice and to
bring prayer back into schools.
"We're going to give parents and grandparents a choice of
where they educate their children, whether it's home
school, private school or public school," he said. "We're
going to quit funding the unions and we're going to put the
money with every single child where it belongs."
The Conklin CEO also said he would crack down on
immigration -- an issue typically handled by the federal
government -- and recited many of Trump's positions on
the issue.
In addition to saying he favored a closed border, Herbster
also said he would implement a test for any immigrant
seeking to come to Nebraska.
"If you want to come in you need to honor God, you need
to honor our flag, and you need to learn to speak English,"
he said.
Repeating a claim he made earlier in the campaign,
Herbster, who said he sleeps four hours a night, said he
would accompany the Nebraska State Patrol on drug busts
across the state to ask them "who are you and why are you
here?"
"They'll never see me coming," he said. "We're going to
drive up in my white pickup with Trump plates on. They'll
never know what hit them."







Despite being postponed due to severe weather on Friday,
several speakers on the program returned to offer their
support on Sunday.
Those who couldn't — Kellyanne Conway, Trump's 2016
campaign manager and a close adviser during his time in
the White House, and Mercedes Schlapp, wife of National
Conservative Political Action Committee Chairman Matt
Schlapp — filmed videos that played to the crowd.
Conway said Herbster, like Trump, would upend the
political establishment, which is why he drew opposition
from "the old boys and new boys network trying to hang
onto their power and hang onto their privilege."
State Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, one of a handful of
legislators who have endorsed Herbster, said he believed in
Herbster's plans, and dismissed the criticism against him as
coming from people who were trying to maintain the status
quo.
Matt Schlapp said the allegations made against Herbster
were part of a war being waged by "socialists" against those
at the I-80 Speedway to support Trump and Herbster.
It summarized many of the culture war themes that
resonated most with crowd.
"When they go after Charles W. Herbster, when they go
after Donald Trump, who are they really going after?"
Schlapp asked the crowd. "You."
By Chris Dunker
 


Nebraska Examiner: Trump rallies
for Herbster, defends Fortenberry
and attacks Bacon, Sasse


 
GREENWOOD, Nebraska — Former President Donald
Trump and more than 3,000 of his fans brought his 2020-
focused road show to Nebraska on Sunday, where Trump
defended GOP gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster
from groping allegations by eight women.
Trump is supporting Herbster in Nebraska’s Republican
governor’s primary race. Herbster, the Conklin Co. CEO, is
in a tight, three-way race with University of Nebraska
Regent Jim Pillen and State Sen. Brett Lindstrom leading up
to the May 10 primary election.







Trump called Herbster “a good man” who’s been
“maligned.” But he spent the bulk of his one hour and 40
minute speech re-litigating his own loss to President Joe
Biden, including repeating debunked conspiracy theories.
He also lashed out at two Republican elected officials from
Nebraska. 
Trump called U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse a “gnat” who was good to
him for two years, when Sasse needed an endorsement to
win re-election, but he said Sasse showed his true self
afterward. Trump called 2nd District Rep. Don Bacon “bad
news” and asked Nebraskans not to vote for him again.
He did not say why. Bacon was mildly critical of Trump after
Jan. 6, 2021, saying the then-president bore some
responsibility for what happened when rioters stormed the
U.S. Capitol.
“Bacon’s been there a long time,” Trump said of the three-
term Republican representing the Omaha area. “He’s not
good. … I think Bacon’s a bad guy.”
Trump, who has bashed Bacon before for voting for a
bipartisan infrastructure bill, said Bacon’s little-known GOP
opponent, Steve Kuehl, “loves Nebraska.” “I think Steve will
do well,” Trump said, stopping short of an endorsement.
“Good luck, Steve, whoever the hell you are.”
Bacon, reached Sunday, pointed out that in winning his
2020 re-election, he received 17,000 votes more than
Trump did in the 2nd District. Trump lost the 2nd District.
Bacon said he is “grateful to our constituents for their faith,
and I work for them, not him. We are focused on 2022 and
not backwards.” He had endorsed Trump in 2019.
Sasse’s staff did not return messages Sunday seeking
comment. 
Trump, Herbster and My Pillow CEO Mike Lindell criticized
the Nebraska political establishment generally, without
naming anyone specifically. 
“The establishment has taken over … the Nebraska
Republican Party,” Herbster said. “They’re trying to scare
me out of the race. It’s not going to work.”
Herbster said his opponents might beat him, but “they sure
as hell ain’t gonna win the war.”
Trump tried to give Herbster cover against the allegations
of groping. Herbster is “the last person to do any of this
stuff,” Trump said. 
“What did they say he’s done?” Trump asked. “Did he talk
to someone?” 
Eight women alleged in an April 14 Nebraska Examiner
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article that Herbster groped them.
Trump said that Herbster is “innocent of these despicable
charges,” and that Herbster has no time to defend himself
before the election.
Herbster has repeatedly denied any wrongdoing. He sued
State Sen. Julie Slama for defamation. She was the first of
the eight women to speak on the record about being
groped. Herbster also paid for a campaign ad attacking
Slama, who has counter-sued him, alleging sexual battery.


A second woman who alleged that Herbster groped her,
and three people who said they witnessed a groping
incident have since spoken on the record. 
Slama’s lawyer, Dave Lopez, said Herbster has a chance to
tell his side of what happened, under oath, at depositions
that have been scheduled this week in Slama’s lawsuit.
“Mr. Herbster is legally required to appear and testify
Friday morning at the Johnson County (Nebraska)
Courthouse,” Lopez said.
Herbster tried at times to focus the rally on himself, calling
it “my show.” He talked about cutting taxes and outlawing
the teaching of critical race theory and sex education. But
Trump and other speakers kept steering the event in
different directions: 
Lindell at one point attacked Omaha-based Election
Systems & Software, saying he hoped they would sue him.
Lindell has attacked voting machines as inaccurate and
flawed.
Former NFL player Jack Brewer, who introduced Herbster,
echoed a theme of Herbster’s campaign about bringing God
back into the public square. He called on God to cast out
Herbster’s accusers, saying, “I cast that out in the name of
Jesus!” He described opponents of Herbster and Trump as
satanic forces.
Trump at one point defended former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry,
the former 1st District congressman who is scheduled to be
sentenced in June for three felonies. Trump said it was
“very unfair” that Fortenberry might end up “in jail for a
tiny amount of money.” 
Fortenberry’s campaign accepted more than $30,000 in
foreign money, which is against the law. He was charged
with lying to the FBI about it and trying to conceal what he
knew. Fortenberry resigned his seat after being convicted.
His attorneys asked the court last week to throw out his
convictions. 
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After the rally, Nebraska Democratic Party chairwoman
Jane Kleeb said Nebraska voters should be turned off by
“the cabal of shame.” “Trump looked desperate, invoking
all his old one-liners, as he tries to cling to relevancy,” Kleeb
said. “The Republican Party is deeply divided as they head
into the primary.”
She called on voters to consider State Sen. Carol Blood, a
Democrat, and break up the state’s “corrupt, one-party
rule.”
Herbster’s national campaign manager, Kellyanne Conway
did not speak in person on Sunday but said in a video
message that Nebraska Republicans have a simple choice:
Support Herbster because Trump does.
For Baylie Nielsen and Kelly Robinson of Bellevue, that
endorsement could be enough. Both said they plan to vote
for Herbster because Trump endorsed him. They came to
see Trump on Friday, and when storms postponed the first
rally, they came back Sunday.
“We wouldn’t have missed it,” Nielsen said of Trump’s
delayed appearance.
Traveling minister Kathy Brueggemann of Beatrice said she
travels with Herbster and came to support him. He’s a good
man, she said, “better than people say.”
Omaha resident Dale Leeper said he came to hear Trump
talk about helping the country recover from the damage he
said Biden has done. He said he might vote for Herbster
because he believes Gov. Pete Ricketts is “dirty tricking”
him.
Herbster and his campaign have claimed the women’s
allegations are part of a conspiracy involving Ricketts and
Pillen, which they have denied. 
By Aaron Sanderford
 


The Hill: Trump stumps for
Nebraska candidate accused of
groping: ‘I defend people when I
know they’re good’


 
Former President Trump stumped on Sunday for Nebraska
gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster, who has been
accused by multiple women of sexual misconduct.







Trump doubled down on his support of the candidate after
the allegations emerged last week, and offered a spirited
defense of Herbster on Sunday.
“He’s been badly maligned, and it’s a shame. That’s why I
came out here,” the former president said of Herbster. “I
defend people when I know they’re good. He’s a good
man.”
“I have to defend my friends. I have to defend people that
are good,” Trump also said. “He’s been my friend for 30
years. He’s the most innocent human being. He’s the last
person to do any of this stuff and even the stuff they’re
accusing him of. What’d they say? He talked to somebody.
He talked. It’s a disgrace what they’ve done.” 
During the rally, Trump invited Herbster to join him on
stage, calling him someone who has been unfairly “put
through a grinder.”
The candidate spoke briefly, praising Trump’s work while in
office, including his Supreme Court appointments and
moving the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem.
“The primary as you know is on May 10, and I think Charles
is going to do very well,” Trump said after Herbster
departed the stage. 
Herbster is a businessman who previously contributed to
Trump’s campaigns and advised the former president on
agriculture.
Nebraska’s outgoing Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) has called the
allegations against Herbster “beyond horrible” and is
backing University of Nebraska regent Jim Pillen in the
primary.
Eight women have accused Herbster of sexual misconduct,
including state Sen. Julie Slama (R), who said he reached up
her skirt and touched her inappropriately in 2019,
according to The Nebraska Examiner.
Since the publication of the allegations, one of Herbster’s
other alleged victims, Elizabeth Todsen, went public about
her claims after first being included as an anonymous
accuser in the report. 
“For years I have struggled with an experience I had with
Charles W. Herbster. At a political event in 2019, Herbster
sexually groped me while greeting my table. This was the
same night that Herbster aggressively grabbed Senator Julie
Slama,” Todsen said, adding that coming forward was an
“extremely difficult” decision for fear of repercussions.
“But after thinking about this for years now, I know that it is
time that Nebraskans know about the horrible actions



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fnews%2Fcampaign%2F3472790-second-woman-publicly-accuses-trump-backed-candidate-of-sexual-misconduct%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C7a5e0bd015ef487183ea08da2c426ae6%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637870961047168367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PDAkSzlGhkl7M9cpOw06x2f9q3bB3WYCoWbJ%2Baqsx8w%3D&reserved=0





made by Charles W. Herbster,” she added.
The gubernatorial candidate has denied the allegations and
called the report about him a “ridiculous, unfounded dirty
political trick.”
Meanwhile, Trump has faced his own allegations of sexual
misconduct, including from writer E. Jean Carroll, who
accused him of assaulting her in a department store
dressing room. He has also been accused of sexual
misconduct by beauty pageant contestants, journalists and
a contestant on The Apprentice.
By Monique Beals
 


Washington Post: Trump makes
closing pitch for Nebraska
candidate accused of groping


 
NEBRASKA CITY, Neb. - Former president Donald Trump
made a closing pitch Sunday for a Republican gubernatorial
candidate who has been accused of sexually assaulting
multiple women, stepping deeper into a primary that has
divided Republicans in this staunchly conservative state.
Trump appeared at rally in Greenwood with Charles
Herbster, a businessman who has advised the former
president on agricultural policy and has donated to his
campaigns. The visit came after a recent Nebraska
Examiner report in which eight women, including a state
senator speaking on the record, accused Herbster of
touching them inappropriately. Last week, another one of
the eight women alleged on the record that Herbster had
groped her. He has denied the accusations.
According to state Sen. Julie Slama, R, Herbster reached up
her skirt without her consent and touched her
inappropriately as she walked by during a local Republican
fundraiser in a crowded ballroom in 2019. Elizabeth
Todsen, a former aide to a state senator, said Herbster
grabbed her buttocks after stopping to greet her table at
the same event. Multiple women told the Nebraska
Examiner that Herbster touched them inappropriately
when they greeted him or posed for a photo.
Both Trump and Herbster sought to dismiss the allegations
on Sunday, taking a defiant posture without discussing the
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accusations in specific terms. The former president called
Herbster a "very good man" who had been "maligned."
Trump said Herbster was "innocent" of what he called
"despicable charges."
"I defend people when I know they're good," Trump said.
"A lot of people, they look at you and say: You don't have to
do it, sir. I defend my friends."
The former president invited Herbster onstage during his
remarks. The gubernatorial candidate used his time to talk
about being one of Trump's earliest supporters in 2016.
Trump, who has faced and denied multiple allegations
ranging from sexual harassment to rape, has backed other
candidates who have been accused of sexual misconduct or
domestic violence and denied the allegations.
They include Herschel Walker, a U.S. Senate candidate in
Georgia who has been accused of threatening the lives of
two women, as well as Sean Parnell, who ended his U.S.
Senate campaign in Pennsylvania last year amid domestic
abuse allegations, and Roy Moore, a 2017 candidate for
U.S. Senate in Alabama who was accused by two women of
initiating unwanted sexual encounters when Moore was in
his 30s and they were 16 and 14.
Speaking onstage before Trump spoke, Herbster briefly and
obliquely addressed the allegations, saying that the
"political establishment" didn't want him to win. "They are
trying to scare me out of this race, and it's not going to
happen," Herbster said. "We are going to take back
Nebraska."
He compared his vision for "making Nebraska great again"
to Trump's approach to the presidency, rolling up his
sleeves to take on illegal immigration and defend religious
freedom. "This is my show," Herbster added.
Trump's presence in the Nebraska race has pitted him
against outgoing Gov. Pete Ricketts, R, who has said that
Herbster would be a "terrible governor" and supports a
rival candidate, University of Nebraska regent Jim Pillen.
The sexual assault allegations against Herbster have
become a contentious topic in the primary. Herbster has
suggested that Ricketts was behind them, which the
governor has denied. Taking a stance similar to Trump,
Herbster has argued that both of them were falsely accused
for political reasons.
"It's a playbook from the past," Herbster told former Trump
adviser Steve Bannon on his "War Room" podcast. "Look
what they did to Clarence Thomas. Look what they did to







Donald J. Trump. Look what they did to Brett M.
Kavanaugh. Now, it's Charles W. Herbster."
Trump hinted at a personal reason for campaigning with
Herbster - trying to prove, once again, that the candidates
he endorsed were winners. He mentioned his preferred
candidates in other states including Ohio, which is holding a
closely-watched Republican Senate primary Tuesday.
Trump recently endorsed author and venture capitalist J.D.
Vance but on Sunday appeared to momentarily conflate his
name with Josh Mandel, a rival Republican candidate.
"We've endorsed J.P., right? J.D. Mandel," said Trump, who
in the same rally mocked President Joe Biden for stumbling
over his words.
After telling the crowd about how many of his preferred
candidates had won their primaries, Trump pointed to
slides produced by his pollster, McLaughlin & Associates,
lingering on numbers that showed more than 60% of his
voters "strongly" supported him.
Herbster tapped former top Trump White House official
Kellyanne Conway to help with his campaign last year,
along with former Trump campaign manager Corey
Lewandowski. In December, he parted ways with
Lewandowski, when the adviser was accused of sexual
harassment.
Trump had been scheduled to rally with Herbster on Friday
but the outdoor event was delayed due to heavy wind and
rain. The Sunday rally included two conservative activists
who have falsely claimed that the 2020 election was stolen
from Trump: MyPillow chief executive Mike Lindell and
Republican activist David Bossie, the producer of a new
documentary titled "Rigged."
Trump endorsed Herbster last year, stoking tensions among
local Republicans, starting with Ricketts, who had urged the
former president not to get behind the candidate. In
January, the governor endorsed Pillen. "I respect many
accomplishments President Trump had," Ricketts said. "But
on this issue we're going to disagree."
The allegations against Herbster threw more uncertainty
into what pollsters see as a three-way race between him,
Pillen, and state Sen. Brett Lindstrom, R, with state Sen.
Theresa Thibodeau, R, not far behind. While Trump won
Nebraska by 19 points in 2020, and remained
overwhelmingly popular with Republicans in the state,
some primary voters said that they were not sold on
supporting Herbster.


    







The Herbster campaign, which did not respond to a request
for comment, has had other problems. Last July, his initial
running mate, Thibodeau, quit the ticket, saying that the
candidate was "chaotic and disorganized" and not ready for
the top state job.
"I never saw that there was any real desire to learn
Nebraska or learn Nebraska policy," Thibodeau, who went
on to enter the gubernatorial primary, said in an interview.
"Those leadership characteristics just aren't there."
Herbster, who has spent $5 million of his own wealth on his
campaign, was seen to be leading a tight race when Slama
accused him of groping her in 2019. Herbster sued for
defamation, saying that the "false accusations and attacks
on my character" had been "part of a greater scheme" to
defeat him.
"We will show this lawsuit for what it is: a frivolous and bad
faith attempt to bully a sexual assault victim into silence,"
an attorney for Slama said in a statement provided to The
Washington Post.
At a parade here in Nebraska City on Saturday, celebrating
the 150th annual Arbor Day, Herbster raced back and forth
across the route, shaking hands and telling one family not
to "believe all the crap" they were hearing.
Some voters grabbed signs for the Herbster campaign, with
the words "Trump endorsed" under his name. Many were
skeptical of the allegations Herbster is facing.
"He's the best suited for the job," said Terry Coen, 36. "I
don't really think it matters. I don't think there's any body
to it." His wife Summer, 43, said, "People are going to say
whatever they're going to say, no matter who it is."
Republican opponents have not called on Herbster to quit
the race, but they have criticized his response to the
allegations. In a brief interview, Pillen dismissed his rival's
suggestion that he is simply the latest in a line of
conservatives to face false accusations. "Since I'm a
veterinarian and pig farmer," said Pillen, "I'd call that
hogwash."
Lindstrom said that he did not believe in a "rush to
judgment" but was "disgusted" by the accusations. He
knew and trusted the two identified accusers, Slama and
Todsen, he added.
"When I look at the people who've come out, I tend to take
their word for it," he said after speaking to supporters on
Saturday. "Personally, having daughters and being in the
political world, it's a little disheartening to hear that







someone who's running for governor would, or could have,
engaged in that kind of activity."
The rival candidates are not alone in questioning his
defense or explanations. When the allegations were first
reported, all 13 women in the Nebraska Senate signed a
letter that called the allegations "disqualifying" and
"completely unacceptable."
"Sexual assault is despicable and damaging," they wrote,
including state Sen. Carol Blood, D, who is running
unopposed for the Democratic gubernatorial nomination.
"This is not a question of politics. It is an issue of character
and basic human decency."
Herbster has released a television ad both denying the
accusations and noting that Slama once worked for
Ricketts. In a news conference this week, Herbster
explained that he had "taken the route of attorneys to
protect my name and my reputation."
"I respect all women, all females across this land," Herbster
said. "The number of calls and text messages and prayers
coming in to me has been absolutely overwhelming."
On Tuesday, four Republican state senators, all women,
launched a Herbster Victim Witness Legal Defense Fund. In
a joint statement, they accused Herbster of trying to "wield
the judicial system as a weapon to silence his victims" and
avoid accountability, adding that "survivors of sexual
assault and witnesses should be free to come forward and
tell the truth." Two said they received letters from
Herbster's legal representatives.
Arlene Osantowski, 81, had traveled nearly two hours to
attend the Trump rally on Friday. When it was postponed,
she and her sister-in-law headed to a Thibodeau rally
nearby, both saying that they planned to support her.
Herbster had business interests outside the state, there
were questions about his taxes, and they were
uncomfortably replacing the wealthy Ricketts with another
multimillionaire governor, they said.
At Sunday's rally, Trump sought to convince voters that his
backing could propel his endorsed candidates to victory.
After bringing Herbster onstage, Trump showed the crowd
slides produced by his pollster and lingered on data that
showed a majority of Republicans "strongly" support him.
"Strongly support means you can do almost anything, and
they'll support you," Trump said.
By David Weigel
 







Nebraska Examiner: A second
woman steps forward by name to
allege Charles Herbster groped her


 
OMAHA — A second woman who alleged in a Nebraska
Examiner article earlier this month that Nebraska
gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster had groped her
came forward Friday and allowed her name to be used.
Elizabeth Todsen was a 23-year-old employee of State Sen.
Dave Murman when she attended the 2019 Elephant
Remembers fundraiser for the Douglas County Republican
Party. A former state chair of the College Republicans, she
was excited to be starting her career. One minute, she said,
she was enjoying chatting with friends at the Omaha
dinner. 
Then moments later, Todsen said, she was staring into
space, struggling to process having just been groped in
public by Herbster, who was then a major GOP donor. A
friend said he had seen what happened and asked if she
wanted him to confront Herbster. She said no because she
didn’t want to make a scene.
“It was just all a blur after that happened, because it was all
I could think about,” Todsen said. “I just remember sitting
there, and we were listening to the speakers … thinking,
‘How do you support this man?’”
Todsen and State Sen. Julie Slama were two of eight
women alleging in an April 14 Examiner article that
Herbster had groped them. All eight accounts
were corroborated either by witnesses or people the
women told what happened immediately afterward.
Herbster continues to deny doing anything wrong.
“We are going to stick by our statement that Charles 100
percent denies these allegations,” Emily Novotny,
Herbster’s campaign spokeswoman, said Friday. 
Herbster filed a defamation lawsuit against Slama a week
ago. Slama counter-sued him Monday for sexual battery.
Herbster has spent days trying to discredit Slama in media
interviews and in a campaign television ad. He has said,
without offering evidence, that Slama is somehow part of a
conspiracy crafted by Gov. Pete Ricketts and his favored
candidate in the governor’s race, University of Nebraska
Regent Jim Pillen.
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Todsen said that she had been reluctant to come forward
but that she could no longer watch Herbster and his
campaign team attack Slama’s credibility. 
“It just made me so mad,” Todsen said. “Seeing her be out
there by herself, and ultimately just being bullied and
discounted, I said, ‘It’s time to do what’s right.’”
Part of what made her decision easier, she said, was when
four Republican state senators announced Tuesday they
were creating a new legal defense fund for anyone with a
credible allegation against Herbster. The group is funding
her legal bills.
Todsen said reading the Examiner’s reporting also changed
her perspective. She said she believed the other women
“100 percent.” She said she no longer felt alone. 
“I wasn’t the only one who was going through this,” Todsen
said. “I wasn’t the only one that was having to deal with it.
Maybe they were going through the same thing, hearing
that he was running for governor. 
“I just wanted to give them all hugs, even though I don’t
know them.”
Slama expressed relief when informed of Todsen’s decision.
“I am so grateful for Elizabeth’s bravery in coming forward,
even in the face of unimaginable threats and pressure from
Charles Herbster and his supporters to remain silent,”
Slama said. “Charles Herbster is a predator, and I stand with
all of his victims, known and unknown.”
Herbster has denied Slama’s allegation that he reached up
the skirt of her dress and touched her inappropriately at
the same dinner.
Slama had previously told the Examiner that she saw
Herbster grope a woman at the dinner. That woman was
Todsen. After the Examiner’s initial article was published,
combat veteran Edward Boone spoke out on the record to
say he had seen what happened to Todsen. He had
previously confirmed Todsen’s account, on condition that
his name be withheld, saying he feared retaliation, too.
That night in 2019, Todsen was one of several young
Republicans from Lincoln who attended the dinner. They
were sitting with friends from Omaha. They all knew that
Herbster had paid for their table.
Todsen’s description of what happened next meshed with
what others have described. Herbster stopped by to greet
the group at the table. He shook hands with the men.
Todsen said she then extended her hand. She said Herbster
shook hands with her and then “pulled me into an
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aggressive” embrace.
“It was more than a hug,” Todsen said. “His hand went to
my butt. It was a grab. At that point, I tried to push away,
but I couldn’t. It was like he knew that I couldn’t say
anything,” she said, as if he thought “he had sponsored this
table, so why would I say anything?”
She says she has dealt with anxiety, fear and continual
reminders since then. Todsen, a political fundraiser, is more
wary now when dealing with men in the workplace. She
said she keeps her guard up.
She finally told her parents this week about what
happened, which was a relief, she said. She had a message
for any other woman considering speaking out publicly.
“It’s going to be really, really hard to come out and share
your story,” Todsen said. “But there will be people who
believe you, support you and will help you heal. 
“It’s not just going to be the bad people who discount you,
and it’s going to be OK.”
Victims of sexual violence can contact the Nebraska
Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic Violence to access a
statewide network of service providers online, or by calling
the Rape Abuse and Incest National Network’s survivor
hotline toll-free at (800) 656-4673.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: Second woman accuses
Herbster of 'groping' her at dinner
event


 
A second woman has come forward publicly with
allegations that Nebraska gubernatorial candidate Charles
W. Herbster groped her.
Elizabeth Todsen alleges that Herbster “sexually groped”
her while greeting her table during the Douglas County
Republican Party’s 2019 Elephant Remembers dinner,
according to a statement released by her attorney. She
claims the incident occurred the same night that State Sen.
Julie Slama accuses Herbster of groping her at the event.
Todsen, a former legislative assistant to State Sen. Dave
Murman, was one of the eight women who accused
Herbster of groping them in a Nebraska
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Examiner report released April 14. At the time, Slama was
the only named accuser.
Herbster alleges the accusations are part of a “smear
attack.” He has sought to tie Slama’s claims to her political
connections to Gov. Pete Ricketts and endorsement of
Herbster’s primary opponent Jim Pillen, a Columbus hog
producer and University of Nebraska regent. Herbster
denied Todsen’s allegations in a statement released by his
campaign office Saturday.
In her statement, Todsen said it was a difficult decision to
come forward by name with the allegations.
“After thinking about this for years now, I know that it is
time that Nebraskans know about the horrible actions
made by Charles W. Herbster,” the statement says.
Todsen also said she is “proud” of Slama for coming
forward with her accusations.
She declined to provide further comment on Saturday.
On April 22, Herbster filed a defamation lawsuit against
Slama following the publication of her and the seven other
women’s allegations by the Nebraska Examiner.
Slama filed a countersuit on Monday alleging sexual battery
by Herbster.
On Tuesday, four Republican female state senators
announced they were launching a legal fund to support the
women accusing Herbster. One of the four, Sen. Lou Ann
Linehan, said the women wanted to show their support for
Slama and the other women who have made accusations.
“We realized that it would be helpful for these other
women if they knew that we would support them if they
came forward,” Linehan said.
Herbster’s campaign said he plans to take additional legal
action.
“He will not stop fighting until his name is cleared and he is
vindicated,” the statement read.
By Luna Stephens
 


NY Times: Nebraska Candidate for
Governor Accused of Second
Groping Incident at 2019 Dinner


 
A second woman has publicly accused Charles W. Herbster,
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the Republican candidate for governor in Nebraska
endorsed by former President Donald J. Trump, of groping
her at a 2019 Republican fund-raising dinner.
Elizabeth Todsen said Mr. Herbster grabbed her at the
dinner in Omaha and said details of the incident reported
earlier this month by the Nebraska Examiner were correct.
“For years I have struggled with an experience I had with
Charles W. Herbster,” she said in a statement issued by her
lawyer. “At a political event in 2019, Herbster sexually
groped me while greeting my table.”
The allegations against Mr. Herbster, a millionaire
agribusiness executive who is largely self-funding his
campaign, have roiled the often polite world of Nebraska
politics ahead of the state’s May 10 primary. The longtime
Trump ally has adopted the former president’s playbook in
responding to the allegations, forcefully denying them,
suing his first public accuser, a state senator, and tying her
to his political rivals.
A spokeswoman for Mr. Herbster’s campaign, Emily
Novotny, said Mr. Herbster “absolutely and unequivocally
denies all allegations.” She said he “will be taking legal
action” against Ms. Todsen.
Mr. Herbster is a bitter political rival of Gov. Pete Ricketts, a
term-limited Republican who like Mr. Herbster has long
been a major donor to Nebraska Republicans. Mr. Ricketts
is supporting Jim Pillen, a member of the University of
Nebraska Board of Regents. Limited public polling of the
race shows Mr. Herbster and Mr. Pillen locked in a virtual
three-way tie with Brett Lindstrom, a state senator who
has attracted support from moderate Republicans and from
some Democrats who have changed their party affiliation
to vote in the primary.
The account from Ms. Todsen follows an accusation earlier
this month from Julie Slama, a Nebraska state senator who
said Mr. Herbster also grabbed her at the same event.
Ms. Todsen, 26, is a former political aide to Nebraska state
legislators who now works for a fund-raising company in
Washington. She did not respond to messages on Saturday
and her lawyer, Tara Tesmer Paulson of Lincoln, Neb., said
she would make no additional comments.
Mr. Herbster denied Ms. Slama’s account and has
since aired television ads tying her to his political rivals in
the governor’s race while comparing himself to Supreme
Court Justices Clarence Thomas and Brett Kavanaugh, who
both faced charges of improper behavior during their
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confirmation hearings. Mr. Herbster’s TV ad claims Ms.
Slama kept in contact with him after the incident and “even
invited Herbster to her destination wedding.”
Ms. Slama said on Twitter on Saturday that she was
“grateful for Elizabeth’s bravery in coming forward.”
Mr. Herbster and Mr. Trump are scheduled to appear
together at a rally on Sunday in Greenwood, Neb. The
event was originally planned for Friday night but Mr. Trump
moved it, he said, because of storms forecast for the area.
By Reid J. Epstein
 


The Hill: Second woman publicly
accuses Trump-backed candidate of
sexual misconduct


 
A second woman is publicly accusing Trump-endorsed
Nebraska gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster (R) of
sexual misconduct after a Republican state senator alleged
earlier this month that she had been touched
inappropriately by Herbster.
Elizabeth Todsen, in a statement provided through her
attorney, alleged that she had been sexually groped by
Herbster in 2019 and said her experience had been
“thoroughly described” in previous reporting by the
Nebraska Examiner.
“For years I have struggled with an experience I had with
Charles W. Herbster. At a political event in 2019, Herbster
sexually groped me while greeting my table. This was the
same night that Herbster aggressively grabbed Senator Julie
Slama,” Todsen said.
“This decision to come forward with my story has been
extremely difficult due to my fear of repercussions from
Charles W. Herbster, a powerful voice in Nebraska politics.
But after thinking about this for years now, I know that it is
time that Nebraskans know about the horrible actions
made by Charles W. Herbster,” she added.
Todsen called Nebraska state Sen. Julie Slama (R) “brave”
and a “strong role model for all women” after Slama earlier
this month confirmed to the Examiner that she had been
touched inappropriately by the Nebraska gubernatorial
candidate.
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According to the news outlet, the 2019 incident took place
during a Republican fundraiser. Todsen told the Examiner
that her and other friends had been sitting at a table, which
they knew had been paid for by Herbster. 
When the Republican donor greeted the table, she
recounted to the news outlet that “his hand went to my
butt. It was a grab. At that point, I tried to push away, but I
couldn’t. It was like he knew that I couldn’t say anything.”
Herbster’s campaign claimed that Todsen’s allegations
were a part of a “smear attack” against him and said he
denied the accusations.
“Just 10 days before the Republican Primary for Governor,
Charles W. Herbster’s political opponents with ties to
Governor Ricketts have launched this disgusting smear
attack on him. These are the desperate tactics of a failing
political campaign meant to compensate for the uninspiring
and liberal candidate, Jim Pillen,” his campaign said in a
statement.
“Charles W. Herbster has already filed legal action against
one of the people named in reports and will be taking legal
action against others. He will not stop fighting until his
name is cleared and he is vindicated,” it added.
Earlier this month, eight women accused Herbster of sexual
misconduct while speaking to the Examiner. The report led
a bipartisan group of state senators to call for Herbster to
drop out of the race.
Slama confirmed to the Examiner at the time that Herbster
had touched her inappropriately at the same 2019
fundraiser after reaching up her skirt without her consent
as she was walking by. Herbster’s campaign manager told
the news outlet that the candidate denied those
accusations.
Former President Trump is slated to stump for Herbster at
a rally in Nebraska on Sunday, following
a postponement due to inclement weather.
By Caroline Vakil
 


OWH: UNMC researchers,
collaborators no strangers to test-
to-treat program now available for
COVID-19
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During his State of the Union speech in March, President
Joe Biden announced a test-to-treat program that allows
people who suspect they have COVID-19 to get tested at
certain pharmacies and, if positive, obtain a prescription for
one of the new oral COVID medications on the spot,
without a separate trip to a doctor’s office.
None of that, however, was new to Donald Klepser and his
colleagues at the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s
College of Pharmacy.
For years, UNMC and its collaborator, Ferris State
University in Michigan, have been training and certifying
community pharmacists to conduct test-to-treat, which
initially involved influenza and strep throat.
Klepser, the pharmacy college’s associate dean for
academic affairs, said the collaborators as of a year ago had
trained more than 5,000 pharmacists and pharmacy
students in the protocols.
“This is the kind of thing that today’s pharmacist wants to
be doing,” he said.
The idea grew out of the last pandemic, the H1N1 flu of
2009. Klepser and his brother, Michael Klepser, a professor
of pharmacy at Ferris State, wondered what pharmacies
could do to prepare for the next outbreak. Their first
thought involved stockpiling antiviral medications. But they
decided it would make more sense if they could find a way
to test people and quickly treat those who were ill.
“Really, it was about increasing surge capacity and
increasing access,” Klepser said.
The collaborators held their first training in 2012. At the
time, there was little legal clarity or consistency around
testing or treating, Klepser said.
The federal government authorized licensed pharmacists to
order and administer FDA-approved COVID tests several
months after the pandemic began. Earlier this year, federal
health officials authorized pharmacists to administer
covered COVID-19 treatments. Pharmacists don’t write the
prescriptions themselves but work under protocols set by
prescribing physicians under state laws.
The two oral antiviral pills now are available to treat COVID-
19 through the test-to-treat program, Paxlovid and
Lagevrio, or molnupiravir, both can prevent severe illness
and hospitalization and are recommended for vulnerable
people.
As with flu medications, however, the COVID treatments







are most effective if they’re given within a few days of
symptom onset. If a person has to wait several days to get
tested and then a couple more to see a physician, the
treatments are less effective.
Currently, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Preparedness lists 10 pharmacies in Nebraska offering the
test-to-treat option.
The Biden administration announced plans earlier this week
to double the number of locations that carry the antiviral
pills. Some consumers, the Washington Post reported, have
told of having difficulty finding a doctor to prescribe the
medications or a pharmacy that carries them.
As for whether the federal program is directly based on the
UNMC program, Klepser said it’s difficult to say for sure.
But the collaborators were the first to publish papers on
the process. And it’s almost certain whomever advised
federal officials on the COVID test-to-treat program has
read those manuscripts and seen what the researchers
have done. The researchers have been working with large
pharmacy chains for a decade or more.
For now, some barriers remain to pharmacies being able to
offer the service, which is why not all pharmacies can offer
test-to-treat for COVID.
“We hope this is a place where pharmacies knock it out of
the park and we can get rid of all those barriers,” Klepser
said.
By Julie Anderson
 


Outbreak News Today: How states
handled the COVID-19 crisis? New
analysis shows Utah, Nebraska, and
Vermont were best with Montana
and Florida right behind


 
The Committee To Unleash Prosperity (CUP) has released
the most comprehensive analysis to date on how
states handled the COVID-19 crisis. These results have also
been published by the National Bureau of Economic
Research.
The Report Card on the States measures and
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compares state performance on three metrics:
the economy, education, and mortality from the virus. It
answers the question: how did states do in balancing the
health of their citizens, allowing their economies to remain
operational and keeping job losses low, and keeping their
schools open so that school-aged children did not suffer
long term educational setbacks.
Each of these three metrics were equally weighted. The
states that received an F grade were New Jersey, New York,
California, Illinois and Washington, D.C. These states
performed poorly on every measure. They had high age-
adjusted death rates; they had high unemployment and
significant GDP losses, and they kept their schools
shutdown much longer than almost all other states.
The top performers were Utah, Nebraska, and Vermont
with Montana and Florida right behind.
The study verifies other studies which have found that
locking down businesses, stores, churches, schools, and
restaurants had almost no impact on health outcomes
across states. States with strict lockdowns had virtually no
better performance in Covid death rates than states that
remained mostly open for business.
The study also found that keeping schools closed had
almost no impact on the death rates of children or adults,
but it did severe damage to the educational progress of
students.
Read more at CUP
 


OWH: Wildfires cause extensive
agricultural losses in Nebraska


 
Ranchers and farmers, the foundation of Nebraska’s
economy, are reeling from an onslaught of problems
caused by drought and fire.
The total extent of the losses is still unknown, and so are
the consequences — weather will be the key.
Ground cover and pasture land has burned off, top soil is
eroding, fences and center pivot irrigation systems have
been destroyed, some livestock have been lost and others
have been scattered.
“There’s not a good answer for the drought conditions until
we get some relief from Mother Nature and the rains
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come,” said Steve Wellman, director, Nebraska Department
of Agriculture. He added that it’s too early to estimate the
extent of losses.
Talk to anyone whose livelihood has been affected by the
twin disasters of fire and drought and you’ll soon
appreciate their dizzying world. Inflation, supply problems
and global uncertainty have made smart decisions tough to
come by.
“We went through a really horrific drought in 2012, which
was just 10 years ago, and we didn’t think it can get any
worse than that,” said Brenda Masek, president of the
Nebraska Cattlemen. “And right now I’m afraid we’re going
to wish we had the 2012 drought back.”
Nebraska’s costliest, hottest, driest year on record, 2012,
was also the state’s worst fire year. According to federal
disaster estimates, the state suffered more than $4 billion
in losses.
Rains late last week brought temporary relief to parts of the
state, but they weren’t enough to ease concerns about
drought.
Todd Whitney, a cropping systems educator with University
of Nebraska Extension in southwest Nebraska, Masek and
others walked The World-Herald through some of the
problems facing Nebraska’s ag community.
The soil
Top soil is blowing away at a rate some farmers and
ranchers haven’t seen in years.
Farmers spend a lifetime building up the health of their
soils with a practice known as no-till or minimum-till, and
these fires have undone years of work, said John Berge,
executive director of the Nebraska office of the USDA Farm
Services Agency.
Minimal tilling of the ground leaves residue from each
previous year’s crop in place to enrich the soil. The soil
holds moisture and nutrients better, and it creates
healthier microbial activity, leading to a more productive
crop.
The relatively snowless winter set the stage for soil loss by
leaving the ground exposed to drying winds. The fires
burned away the surface plant matter, leaving the soil
naked.
“Where all that residue is gone, the soil is like fine powder,
like flour,” Berge said. “You’re getting dust clouds and
highways shutting down” and ditches are filling in.
“The top three to four inches of soil is sort of the money-







maker for producers,” Berge said. “With that top soil goes a
lot of productivity for row crops.”
Even the Sandhills started to degrade over the winter,
Masek said. “Decades of work to reclaim the land has been
torn up,” she said. “Nebraska was not made to have open
winters. We need snow.”
Also lost in the fires was some of the fertilizer and other soil
treatments farmers had put on the ground, leading to lost
investments and uncertainty about how much to do over.
Center pivot irrigation systems
Likely hundreds of center pivots have been damaged,
Whitney said, and in some cases, it’s not clear whether
insurance will cover the losses.
For one thing, due to inflation, the insured value may be far
below the current cost of a center pivot, which has nearly
doubled in the last year or two, Whitney said. A center
pivot cost can exceed the $70,000 to $100,000
replacement value, he said.
Additionally, there’s the potential that insurance won’t
cover some of the losses that resulted when farmers tried
to slow the fire by turning on their center pivots.
Temperatures dropped below freezing after the fires and
froze water in some irrigation equipment, ultimately
damaging it. Insurance may not cover freeze damage under
certain conditions and this fire could be one of them,
Whitney said.
Even if insurance does cover repairs or replacement,
there’s the question of being able to get the parts. Supply
chain issues make that a problem, too.
With inflation, supply problems, drought and fire, a lesson
from this year has been that farmers need to review
insurance policies more often than they used to, Whitney
said.
“We’ve never been in quite this situation before,” he said.
With irrigation equipment uncertain and the drought
projected to continue, farmers have a new decision to
make: Do they plant a crop dependent upon irrigation? Or,
something that may make less money, but won’t require as
much water?
Given all the uncertainty, some farmers have shifted to
crops like oats as a cover crop, which require less
investment and water, Whitney said. This would allow them
to come back with a later, possibly reduced planting of corn
varieties more tolerant of drought.
Loose and stray livestock







“Utter chaos” is how Whitney describes efforts to save
livestock in the smoky, fast-moving fire.
In many cases, people were successful, but in others they
weren’t. Horses and cattle both were lost to the fires.
Damaged fences have allowed livestock to roam, requiring
that they be rounded up and sorted out.
A feedlot, containing cattle from multiple ranches, had to
release its cattle because of the approaching fire, Whitney
said. Neighboring families and communities helped out by
loading roaming cattle into livestock trailers, but that
presented a new challenge of getting the animals back to
their owners, Whitney said. And thus another lesson from
the fires: Keep livestock inventory records up to date and
identification tags/brands with each animal, he said.
“You don’t know who ended up with whose cattle, and if
the lot burned up, how do you get them back?” he said.
“It’s just going to take a while to sort out. We’ve never had
anything like this.”
Destroyed fencing
Fences are crucial to good stewardship of the land, Masek
said. The ability to control when and where cattle graze is
key to developing healthy pastures. The fires have
destroyed miles and miles of fencing. A single mile of four-
wire fencing costs $13,000 to $19,000 to replace, she said.
Ranchers are having the same supply problems with fencing
that farmers have with irrigation equipment.
“Fencing supplies were almost nonexistent before, and now
it’s terrible,” Masek said. “With the steel industry in the
situation it is in, there’s not the wire, there’s not the posts,
and when you do find them, the quality is really poor. It’s a
very large problem.”
Some ranchers have turned to electric fences as a
temporary solution, Whitney said, but the ground has been
so dry, the fences can’t carry a current because they can’t
get a good “ground.” Cattle walk right through them, he
said.
Hay, feed and forage
The fires have burned pastureland and bales of hay and
forage needed to keep herds healthy.
One of the lessons from this fire, Whitney said, has been for
farmers to take additional steps to protect grain stored in
large bags in the field. This includes reviewing insurance
policies to be sure the grain is covered, ringing the bags
with bare ground to make them more fire resilient and
keeping extra fertilizer on hand to use as a fire retardant.







And it’s not like ranchers can pick up the phone and order a
supply from areas where fires haven’t occurred.
“It’s just not there,” Masek said. “There isn’t any hay to be
found because of the sustained drought to the north and
west of us. There is just not the feed available.”
Nearly all of the lower 48 states, from Nebraska westward
is in drought, according to the National Drought Mitigation
Center, housed at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
And while the larger ag community has stepped in and and
begun shipping hay into Nebraska, Masek said, there’s an
air of uncertainty.
“Everybody wants to help their neighbor and give what
they can,” Masek said. “But everybody’s a little scared.”
What’s fair?
Ranchers often rent land for grazing, but the delicate
condition of the land, just now sending up shoots of grass,
raises the question of how much cattle a pasture can
support, Whitney said.
In the wake of the fire, the best way to restore the land is
to graze fewer cattle on it. So what does a landowner
charge? Does a landowner charge their neighbor the
standard rate per acre? Or less because fewer cattle are
allowed in the pasture? Who absorbs the loss?
Trauma, loss and the future
Two valued members of local communities have died
fighting the fires and 15 people have been injured. Homes
have burned. Ranchers, farmers and their neighbors have
worked for hours and days in frightening conditions to beat
back the fires.
An outpouring of help has followed these fires. Financial
donations are coming in, neighbor is helping neighbor and
various organizations and all levels of government are
spreading the word about assistance.
The Nebraska Cattlemen posted a detailed list of local
affiliates, banks and other organizations offering direct help
at nebraskacattlemen.org. The group has also set up a tax-
deductible fund to facilitate donations for any fire
designated a state disaster. As of Friday, only the early April
fire had been so designated.
Some insurance money will come through, the federal
government is offering financial assistance and the
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency and
Department of Agriculture are helping connect those in
need with aid.
“The good part is that it’s bringing people together,”
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Whitney said. “It’s through tough times that we grow
together and relationships are built. That’s the good part.
But there are some tough things we have to address.”
This year has been another reminder that drought
resiliency needs more attention, Berge said.
Nebraska’s climate scientists and others have been warning
for years that global warming will intensify drought, and
that 2012’s flash drought, once described as a Black Swan
event, will become routine.
This summer’s long-term outlook, according to the national
Climate Prediction Center, favors hotter, drier-than-normal
weather across much of the U.S., including Nebraska.
“The biggest thing we need to consider is how do we
mitigate this for the future?” Berge said. “These are the
discussions we need to be having today. How do we go
about becoming a more resilient state into the future?”
“Unfortunately, this year may force some farmers and
ranchers out of business, but we are a resilient lot,” Masek
said.
Her family ranch, the Bestol and Masek ranch, hasn’t been
immune.
Last week, she sold 161 heifers she had hoped to keep to
continue growing her herd. With them went the genetic
gains she’s worked years to develop. Masek says she is
holding out hope that times will be good enough in the
future to buy them back or restock.
“We don’t know when this is going to be over, when we’re
going to be able to breathe,” Masek said.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Avian flu is killing eagles
feasting on sick or dead waterfowl
in Nebraska


 
As avian influenza strikes across the state, Nebraska Game
and Parks officials are keeping a close watch on the state’s
raptors, especially eagles.
Wildlife division administrator Alicia Hardin said seven
eagles, as well as two great horned owls, are known or
suspected to have been victims of the deadly flu. A
peregrine falcon that had been nesting at the







WoodmenLife Tower in Omaha also tested positive.
Forty-nine eagles across the United States have died from
avian flu.
“What we have found is raptors seem to be very
susceptible to avian influenza,” Hardin said. “Their diet
consists of eating animals that are weak or dying on their
own, so sometimes they are eating animals that have it and
that’s how they get it.”
Hardin said influenza also has been found or suspected in
several waterfowl. According to Game and Parks’ latest
numbers, 292 Ross and snow geese, 50 Canada geese, five
ducks and four pelicans have tested positive or were
suspected to be positive.
While a large die-off is not expected, the flu has spread to
every corner of the state and throughout the Central
Flyway, Hardin said.
“The height of the migration is done,” she said. “We’re
hoping things kind of slow down. We’re hoping hotter
weather will dissipate some things, but it could be around
for a while.”
She said past outbreaks weren’t usually as bad during the
fall migration.
Anyone who finds dead waterfowl or raptors is asked to call
their district Game and Parks office, and staff will pick up
the bird. Although the threat to humans is very small,
Hardin said, it’s best to be cautious about handling dead
birds.
Even before the flu hit, Game and Parks has been keeping a
close eye on the success of the state’s bald eagles, though
they no longer are threatened or endangered.
In 2020, the Fish and Wildlife Services estimated there
were 316,700 individuals and 71,467 occupied nests in the
lower 48 states.
In Nebraska, the last estimate was in 2017, when there
were 209 active nests. Indications are that number has
grown, and Hardin said there could be upward of 300 active
nests in the state.
Hardin said it’s too soon to know the impact the flu will
have on that growing population.
“We’ll continue to keep vigilant on their status and what is
going on,” she said.
Reward offered after eagle is shot
An eaglet found in a nest near where a female eagle was
killed is doing well, a Nebraska Game and Parks official said.
The adult bird was shot near Garland in Seward County and







died from its wounds April 22 after Game and Parks arrived
in an attempt to save it.
“It was in pretty bad shape,” said Stacey Lewton, southeast
district supervisor for the law enforcement division.
A reward is being offered through Wildlife Crimestoppers
for information that would lead to an arrest. Lewton
couldn’t specify an amount. Game and Parks is investigating
some leads in the case.
“If it leads to an arrest, the reward could be a nice
amount,” Lewton said.
Lewton said volunteers are watching the nest with the
eaglet closely. Another eagle is caring for the youngster.
Lewton said a male eagle can raise a chick.
“They are doing great,” he said. “We’re really watching this
nest to make sure this chick is doing well, and right now it
is.”
Human bird flu case confirmed in Colorado
A Colorado prison inmate has tested positive for bird flu in
the first recent confirmed case of a human infected with
the disease, but federal officials say they see little threat to
the general public. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention said the man who tested positive had been in a
prerelease program and was helping remove chickens from
an infected farm. The man reported fatigue for a few days
but has since recovered. Other people involved in the bird
removal operation have tested negative. — AP
By Marjie Ducey
 


Nebraska Examiner: Proposal to
build state’s largest feedlot hits
snag, but now headed for another
vote


 
LINCOLN — A proposal to build perhaps the state’s largest
cattle feedlot in a rural, southwest Nebraska county is
getting a second chance after the Dundy County Board
refused to approve the idea last month.
The proposal by Blackshirt Feeders LP to construct a $65-
million feedlot, holding up to 100,000 cattle and consuming
10 million bushels of corn a year, has stirred controversy
and filled meeting rooms over the past couple of months in
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the southwest corner of the state.
Supporters wearing black shirts, packed a public hearing
last month to back the idea as much needed economic
development and jobs (an estimated 85), as well as a new
customer for corn. The state senator who represents the
area, Dan Hughes of Venango, was among the advocates.
Too large?
But it has also attracted concern as being too large for a
small county of 1,913 residents that doesn’t have abundant
water resources or any other feedlots close to that size.
A decision on whether the project moves forward is now
expected to be announced by the county board May 16.
On Thursday, the three Dundy County commissioners met
in a closed, executive session in Benkelman to consider
what to do after the board failed to approve the feedlot
project at its April 5 meeting.
Dundy County Attorney Gary Burke had advised the
commissioners after the April 5 vote that there were
several “deficiencies and shortcomings” in their decision.
So the board asked for an opinion from the self-insurance
pool that covers the county.
No reason specified
Among the deficiencies, the county attorney wrote in an
April 18 memo, were that commissioners did not specify
the reason for rejecting the project, as required. There
were also concerns that the feedlot project wasn’t
technically rejected or approved, as required — the only
vote was to OK the project, which failed to pass.
Burke recommended holding another meeting on the
project, and that’s what came out of the closed-door
meeting Thursday, according to the county attorney.
“They’re going to come out with a public statement, ‘here’s
what we’re going to do,’ “ Burke said.
Because Friday was Arbor Day and Dundy County offices
were closed, commissioners were unable to reconsider the
feedlot project at its next scheduled meeting on Monday.
The next county board meeting after that is May 16.
The manager of Blackshirt Feeders, Dr. Eric Behlke, a
veterinarian and native of Benkelman who now works as a
feedlot consultant for a Canadian company, said he’s
hopeful the project will get the OK. 
Behlke said it’s been his dream to put his experience
working with feedlots from China to Kazakhstan into
practice. He called Dundy County “the sweet spot” for
cattle feeding due to the climate, the availability of feed







and proximity to meatpacking plants.
“We have a chance to capitalize on our two most important
resources, corn and cattle,” he said. 
Behlke, who has two other Canadian veterinarians as
partners, said the 100,000-head Blackshirt project would be
the first of its size in the U.S. to utilize a “roller compacted
concrete” surface, rather than dirt. The more solid feedlot
surface, he said, would eliminate mud and increase health
and performance by the cattle, as well as reduce flies, dust
and odor. 
Existing feedlots much smaller
“We really believe this feedlot will be a showcase for
southwest Nebraska and the state of Nebraska,” he said.
“We want this to be the most environmentally friendly
around.”
Currently, the largest feedlots in Dundy County are in the
10,000- to 12,000-head range. The largest feedlot in
Nebraska is thought to be Adams Land & Cattle, south of
Broken Bow, which has a capacity of at least 85,000.
The massive size, along with impacts on groundwater and
county roads, emerged as the main concerns when the
Dundy County Board considered the project April 5.
The project had won a unanimous recommendation from
the county planning board. The OK came with 13
conditions, such as having a mitigation plan for dust and
flies, working with the county on road maintenance and
obtaining approval for water use.
Rather have smaller feedlots
Richard Bartholomew of Benkelman told the Examiner on
Sunday that he would rather see proposals for five feedlots,
holding 20,000-head of cattle each, instead of one for
100,000 head. 
“I have difficulty here on a personal basis accepting that
bigger is better,” Bartholomew said at the April 5 meeting,
according to the Benkelman Post.
Bartholomew, on Sunday, also expressed empathy for
residents just across the border in Chase County who are
“going to get run over and swept away by the process.” The
Blackshirt Feeder site is at the northern border of Dundy
County, he said, and just across the county line, near the
facility, is a home occupied by a young couple.
But Dundy County’s setback rules have no force across
county lines, which Bartholomew said might be something
the State Legislature needs to look at when such projects
arise.







At the April 5 meeting, Commissioner Jerry Fries of
Benkelman said the longtime trend in agriculture has been
to “get bigger and get out,” according to the local
newspaper.
Feedlots of that size are not unheard of, he added, and the
Blackshirt project meets all of the county’s zoning
requirements.
Bartholomew’s motion at the meeting to reject the feedlot
proposal failed to get a second. Then, Fries’ motion to
approve the feedlot fell short, on a 1-2 vote.
Concern about roads
Commissioner Scott A. Olson of Haigler joined
Bartholomew in voting “no.” Olson expressed concern
about the size of the project and increased costs for county
roads, according to the Benkelman Post. Olson, the
chairman of the board, did not return phone messages
seeking comment.
Now a final decision is expected May 16. 
Behlke said the Blackshirt Feeders project, in his opinion,
meets all the county’s zoning requirements, which he called
the most stringent in the state.
Dundy County is not listed among the 51 other rural
counties that have passed a “livestock friendly” declaration,
according to the Nebraska Department of Agriculture’s
website, but Bartholomew and others said “livestock
friendly” signs are posted at entrances to the county,
whose economy is based on farming and ranching. 
Behlke added that downsizing the project to fewer than
100,000 head of livestock isn’t feasible. The larger size
provides economies of scale that a smaller feedlot would
not, Behlke said.
Ready to build
As he planted corn Saturday on a Dundy County farm still
owned by his family, Behlke said he has been working at
least three years to make the Blackshirt Feeders project a
reality.
Initially, the plan was to buy land from a state entity, the
Nebraska Board of Educational Lands and Funds, which
manages parcels of land set aside for schools way back in
settlement days.
But a deal couldn’t be reached, which led him to a parcel in
the northern part of Dundy County, along the Chase County
line. Behlke said it is about 16 to 18 miles to the three
nearest towns, Imperial, Wauneta and Benkelman.
The project still has some hurdles. It needs to obtain some







nearby irrigated farm ground and “retire” at least six
center-pivot irrigation systems to obtain enough water to
supply the feedlot. The Upper Republican Natural
Resources District would have to approve such a water
swap.
But Behlke said he doesn’t see that as a problem and reads
the county’s zoning rules as saying the County Board “shall”
approve the project if it meets all the zoning rules.
Bartholomew, when reached Sunday, didn’t dispute that.
“As I understand it, the (county) commissioners are really
neutered on this thing. If all the boxes are checked, we
have no option but to approve it,” he said.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Railroad union criticizes BNSF
working conditions


 
In his most recent annual letter to Berkshire Hathaway
shareholders, Warren Buffett called BNSF Railway one of
the conglomerate’s “Four Giants.”
With a record $6 billion in earnings and BNSF’s mileage and
cargo hauls topping the American railroad industry, Buffett
wrote that Berkshire shareholders “can be proud of your
railroad.”
One group that’s not proud of how BNSF Railway is
operating: The union representing BNSF railroad workers.
Dennis Pierce, president of the 33,000-member
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, said
Friday at a press conference in Omaha that BNSF as well as
Omaha-based Union Pacific Railroad are both “off the rails.”
Pierce said employees have worked long hours the last
three years during the COVID-19 pandemic without raises.
Pierce said that negotiations on a new labor contract have
been going on since January 2020.
“There’s nothing that these union-represented employees
at these railroads have asked for that these railroads
cannot afford to provide,” he said.
In separate emails, spokespeople for BNSF and Union
Pacific said collective bargaining negotiations are ongoing.
BNSF spokesman Ben Wilemon the railroad has set aside
money for pay raises in anticipation of an agreement.
“The sooner an agreement is reached, the sooner our







union-represented employees get pay increases and we
can all focus on what we do best — running one of the
largest freight rail networks in the world,” he said.
Union Pacific spokeswoman Robynn Tysver said, “Union
Pacific believes our hard-working workforce deserve
compensation that will keep them among the best paid in
the nation. We need national agreements that provide
raises, but the bargaining issues are complex and need
more work before an agreement is reached.”
The union also takes issue with BNSF’s new “HiViz”
attendance policy. Pierce called that as well as UP’s
attendance policy “draconian.”
“The attempt is to keep people from taking a day off, and
it’s working,” Pierce said. “It’s also driving people out of the
industry.”
Wilemon characterized BNSF’s policy differently. He said
the attendance policy, which has been in effect since
February, was implemented to improve the consistency of
crew availability with the goal of also improving schedule
predictability.
“We understand that change is hard but, as with every
other railroad and service business, delivering for our
customers requires employees to be available to work their
assigned shifts,” he said.
Wilemon added there has been no change in how much
time off an employee receives, and said the time off
between each shift averages 24 hours. He also said that
BNSF has more train crew employees now compared to a
year ago and that 300 new employees are currently being
trained.
Pierce said union employees ultimately could strike if they
feel conditions don’t improve and a contact they deem fair
can’t be reached. Striking, he said, would be a last resort.
“I got to be crystal clear: We’re not here to hurt the supply
chain,” he said. “There are ways to resolve this without
impact to the supply chain. The first one is a fair contract
offer.”
Meanwhile, Pierce said the union will continue a campaign
that includes ads in The World-Herald and a mobile
advertisement circling Omaha’s streets during the Berkshire
shareholders weekend. Locomotive engineers and family
members also will picket and hand out leaflets outside the
CHI Health Center during the shareholders’ meeting
Saturday.
By Dan Crisler







 


OWH Editorial: Fair cattle markets
are needed to protect Nebraska
producers and consumers


 
As grocery shoppers know, beef has been getting more
expensive these days — up $1.34 per pound over the past
four years.
But what you might not realize — unless you read an article
last week by The World-Herald’s Henry J. Cordes — is that
only a tiny fraction of that increase has gone to farmers and
ranchers.
Producers received less than 2 cents of that $1.34 rise in
beef prices since 2017. Instead, retailers got about 32 cents
and meatpackers got the lion’s share of the increase: $1 or
nearly three-fourths.
Cattle producers in Nebraska and elsewhere contend that
what’s happened to prices in recent years shows a
fundamental problem: an overly concentrated meatpacking
industry where the biggest companies have too much
market power, hurting both producers and consumers.
Some 85% of the more than 30 million head of cattle raised
for slaughter each year in the United States are processed
by just four leading meatpackers.
Sen. Deb Fischer of Nebraska and a bipartisan group of
other senators are pushing her bill that would require beef
packers to buy more of their cattle in open, competitive
markets. The Senate’s agriculture committee held a hearing
on the bill last week.
As Cordes wrote, packers argue there is nothing inherently
wrong with cattle markets, attributing the price changes to
natural supply and demand forces and market disruptions
like the pandemic. And in fairness, producers did see an
increase in cattle prices last year after three years of
declines.
But Fischer said the overall trend is a problem, with
meatpacking consolidation making it hard for markets to
operate properly. Lawmakers have been talking about this
long before COVID-19, she said.
“You can’t blame the pandemic for everything,” she said.
“It’s a result of 85% of meat going to four packers. It’s the
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result of continued consolidation.”
And with those dominant packers often buying cattle from
individual producers through private transactions, that
prevents the cattle market from being open, competitive
and fair.
Fischer’s Cattle Market Transparency Act would require
more public disclosure of what packers are paying for their
cattle and also require the packers to buy more cattle
through competitive cash markets.
Her legislation strikes us as a reasonable approach to
ensure that the cattle market will operate fairly.
As we said in October: “It’s in the interest not only of cattle
producers but of the general public itself that the market
operate fairly, transparently and efficiently. Otherwise, the
market can be subject to distortion and possible
manipulation, harming producers and consumers alike.”
It’s a good sign that Congress is taking a careful look at the
issue. Fischer says she is pleased with the apparent
momentum behind her bill, which now has a total of 19 co-
sponsors in the Senate, including nine Republicans and 10
Democrats.
Cattle producers’ shrinking share of the beef dollar
compared to packers was the subject of a series of stories
in The World-Herald last year. Fischer highlighted those
stories at last week’s hearing, and emphasized how
important the issue is to Nebraska.
“It is the economic engine of my state,” she said, noting
that the livestock industry contributes $13.8 billion to
Nebraska’s economy annually.
It’s important for Nebraska to have that sector of the
economy succeed, and that won’t happen if meatpackers
are always in the driver’s seat.
“Producers face a take it or leave it market,” Fischer said.
“That is the reality.”
 


OWH Midlands Voices: We must
carry on the American legacy of
helping refugees


 
Last August, we watched Afghans running alongside planes
in a desperate attempt to escape the Taliban. Since







February, we’ve seen Ukrainian refugees flee by train, bus
and foot to escape the advancing Russian army. Forty-
seven years ago, my mother was just like them: She was 18,
running frantically through an airfield alongside her parents
and siblings, desperate to escape Saigon.
After traveling many days by boat to the Philippines — and
nearly starving — the family was eventually flown to Guam
and then the U.S. They resettled in Lafayette, Indiana,
where White Americans at a Baptist church sponsored
them. Volunteers provided furniture, helped them set up
their home, taught them how to navigate American life
and, eventually, became their closest friends. It was in this
fertile soil of love and hospitality that my mother’s Christian
faith sprouted and her new life began.
This kind of community support can be the difference
between whether a refugee family struggles or thrives in
America. And the need for it is more urgent than ever.
America has a proud tradition of welcoming refugees, but
our resettlement infrastructure was largely dismantled
under the last administration.
The arrival of 65,000 new Afghan refugees — and likely
more from Ukraine — is straining the system. We
desperately need funding, programming and volunteers to
help families who’ve been forced to restart their lives from
scratch. It’s why I’m calling on my fellow citizens and
people of faith to step forward and help.
Many of the Afghans moving into our neighborhoods
served alongside the U.S. military and protected our men
and women in uniform. I wanted to help them, as they’d
helped us. So in November 2021, I volunteered with
Refugee Empowerment Center to help resettle Afghans
here in Omaha. I was paired with two young families —
married couples in their early 20s. The men are cousins
who worked as security guards for the U.S. military in
Afghanistan. Their wives had just finished high school and
were hoping to start a family. They told me that they had to
leave Kabul, because they feared retaliation from the
Taliban.
Since I first met them last November, I’ve visited them
every few weeks at the one-bedroom apartment they share
in North Omaha. Every time I see them, the simple things
have made my heart swell: how they first wrapped
themselves in blankets against the cold and, later, how
their eyes lit up in Target when they saw the bounty of
puffy jackets and winter boots. In these moments, I often







think of God’s faithfulness and provision for my own family
when they found sanctuary in America.
I still remember the lunch when I introduced my husband
and four children to the two young Afghan couples. They
were sweet, asking my kids questions and regaling us with
stories in their limited English. We laughed our way through
the language barrier, which helped my children see how
deeply knit humanity really is, despite the customs the
cultures that separate us.
These couples are so young and when I look in their eyes, I
sometimes see glimpses of my mother. She was a few years
younger than them when she landed on U.S. soil, scared
and so uncertain about her future. She didn’t know that a
few volunteers from the local church would change her life.
Or that she’d go on to meet my dad, who fled communist
China and would become a doctor for the U.S. Army.
She certainly didn’t know that she would raise five happy,
healthy American children who were also guided by their
faith.
I hope the same for my Afghan friends and for the tens of
thousands of refugees who are making their way here
today. Our welcoming support can make these American
dreams come true. So please join me in this work. Bring
your families, your faith communities and your neighbors.
We can make a difference together.
Jennifer Liu is a family physician at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Support for
entrepreneurship is the solution to
a vibrant Nebraska


 
The Nebraska economy runs on small businesses. Small
business owners provide the critical day-to-day services
that keep our communities vibrant: the local grocery store,
the child care providers, the skilled trades shops,
restaurants, retailers and health care. There are also those
who you may not interact with every day, but who are
crafting the world of tomorrow by developing innovative
ideas and technologies that, in time, we will wonder how
we ever lived without.







For example, Birds Eye Robotics owned by Scott Niewohner
out of Herman, Nebraska, is developing robotics solutions
that reduce labor needed on poultry farms while increasing
animal welfare. Appsky, an Omaha creative technology firm
owned by Taylor Korensky, provides the know-how for
building software and apps for those with big ideas and
creative solutions but who lack the technical skills to realize
them.
And with 99% of businesses in Nebraska employing fewer
than 20 people, it’s hard to deny that Nebraska
entrepreneurs and small business owners are the lifeblood
of this state.
National Small Business Week, held this year from May 1-7,
is a time to celebrate the resilience and spirit of Nebraska
businesses. We invite you to join us this week in
acknowledging the critical role small businesses play. Make
a conscious effort to shop small, thank the owner of the
spot you frequent for all they do for the community or find
an opportunity to make a referral on social media. Because
the reality is this: now, more than ever, entrepreneurs need
your support.
Entrepreneurship in Nebraska, a 2022 joint report from the
Center for Public Affairs Research at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha and the Nebraska Business
Development Center at UNO, studied the entrepreneurship
ecosystem in the state. The findings showed real
challenges.
First, Nebraska faces lower rates of entrepreneurship than
other states in the Midwest. In 2020, 0.27% of the
Nebraska population started a business. Compare that to
our neighbors in South Dakota, who saw a slightly higher
rate of 0.29%. Or, as a more dramatic comparison, to
Missouri, which had a new business rate of 0.37% of their
population. In fact, the report, authored by Dr. Jodie
Schafer of CPAR, found that each state touching our border
offered higher rates of entrepreneurship than ours.
And in terms of growth in entrepreneurship, the numbers
aren’t much better. Nebraska’s highest rate of
entrepreneurship was back in 1998, more than two
decades ago. Until a substantial rebound in 2021, the
number of new businesses was stagnant from 2017-2019,
with a significant drop in 2020 due to COVID.
Entrepreneurship in Nebraska outlines several reasons for
these numbers: challenges with building a talent pipeline, a
culture of risk-aversion and a disconnected support system







within the entrepreneurship ecosystem are a few of the
issues cited, among others. The pandemic has contributed
to additional pressures that business owners are still seeing
today: supply chain challenges, inflation and the rising cost
of inputs and a low unemployment rate that makes it
difficult to hire and retain staff.
But despite these challenges, entrepreneurs continue to
drive our state forward. In 2021, Nebraskans opened and
grew businesses in every sector and every region of the
state. NBDC, which provides one-on-one business
consulting services at no charge to Nebraskans, served
1,871 clients, leading to an economic impact of $524.4
million and 883 jobs created or saved.
According to the SBA, as of December 2021, over 99% of all
businesses in the State of Nebraska were considered small
businesses. They employ almost 50% of workers in our
state. Most of these employers are in the 1-19 employee
range. This allows them to be more flexible and able to
react to challenges more easily when times get tough. To
aid these entrepreneurs and small businesses, the SBA has
engaged resource partners throughout the state to help as
business start and grow. Assistance is provided through the
Nebraska Business Development Centers, the Women’s
Business Centers, and SCORE just to name a few.
Nebraska can become a place where entrepreneurs thrive
— a state that becomes a destination for those seeking to
build something new. But it will take hard work, creative
solutions, and constant vigilance against that ever-present
enemy of “that’s the way we’ve always done it.” We will
need to increase the talent pool by intentionally funding
opportunities for a more diverse set of entrepreneurs than
ever before. We will need to continue developing
resources, improving outreach and strengthening ties
between support organizations who provide critical
guidance to would-be entrepreneurs. And we will need to
widely support and celebrate entrepreneurship as the best
avenue for solving some of the largest scientific, economic
and technological challenges we face.
We ask for your continued support of small business and
entrepreneurship, not just during National Small Business
Week, but every day of the year. Through
entrepreneurship, Nebraska will grow, thrive and offer a
rich economy and vibrant communities for many
generations to come.
Catherine Lang is the state director of the Nebraska







Business Development Center at the University of Nebraska
at Omaha. Tim Mittan is Nebraska district director at U.S.
Small Business Administration. This article reflects the views
of the authors and is not necessarily representative of the
views of UNO.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: America the
Beautiful initiative will benefit
Nebraska wildlife, farms and
ranchers


 
On April 22, Gov. Pete Ricketts hosted a conference
sponsored by a group from Texas that is spreading
misinformation about an important conservation plan that
could greatly benefit Nebraska’s wildlife, lands and waters,
farmers and ranchers and rural communities.
Unfortunately, this out-of-state group is using
misinformation and fear tactics to divide those of us who
live, work and recreate in Nebraska.
But as recent polling demonstrates, most Nebraskans won’t
fall for the group’s rhetoric. We cherish our wildlife,
sweeping grasslands and rural way-of-life. We want to
conserve our lands and waters so that they will thrive for
generations to come.
The Biden Administration’s America the Beautiful initiative
is designed to help our wildlife by conserving and restoring
30% of our lands and waters. I’m a hunter, angler and a
conservationist and I’ve seen firsthand how wildlife habitat
has been degraded by poor land-water management,
invasive species and human development. This fragmented
habitat is one reason that our wildlife has declined so
dramatically over the past 50 years. In fact, one-third of
wildlife species are now at heightened risk of extinction.
The goal of the America the Beautiful initiative is to invest
in locally driven initiatives to conserve critically important
habitat, restore degraded lands, maintain working
landscapes and offer incentives to private landowners to
foster conservation. These are things that will protect not
only wildlife, but our rural way of life. It’s the right thing to
do and Nebraskans know it.
A recent statewide poll showed that a whopping 83% of







Nebraskans think that more needs to be done to protect
our land, water and wildlife. Broken down by political
affiliation, 79% of Republicans, 84% of Independents and
83% of Democrats all agreed about the need for additional
conservation.
One of the components of the America the Beautiful
initiative is investment in conservation easements. These
voluntary legal agreements are an essential tool for wildlife
conservation in a state where 97% of the land is held in
private ownership. Easements allow farmers and ranchers
— the people who know these lands best — to make the
best decisions about how to manage their lands going
forward so that wildlife habitat and water resources are
conserved.
And while conservation easements directly benefit the
landowners by enabling them to make improvements on
their land and help to transfer property to heirs, they also
provide great benefits for our state as a whole. Over the
years, landowners have voluntarily entered into
conservation easements to expand recreation
opportunities on portions of the Niobrara Scenic River and
the Pine Ridge area. They’ve been used as a mitigation tool
to protect grassland birds as a result of wind energy
development and as a compensation tool for frequently
flooded farm ground along Nebraska’s major rivers.
Conservation easements have also been used to help
recover waterfowl and shorebird habitat in the Rainwater
Basin.
For decades, conservation has been an issue that brings
people together across the political spectrum and from all
walks of life. It’s one reason why the Great American
Outdoors Act — which permanently funded the successful
Land and Water Conservation Fund — was passed
overwhelmingly by Congress and signed into law by
President Donald Trump two years ago. Don’t be fooled by
misinformation and fearmongering about the America the
Beautiful initiative. We should all be coming together to
support this initiative which will benefit our wildlife, our
ranchers and farmers, our children and grandchildren and
all who are lucky enough to call Nebraska their home.
George R. Cunningham is a board member and vice
president of programs for the Nebraska Wildlife Federation.
 


OWH: Questions for Ricketts







 
I have a couple questions: Will the Cloisters on the Platte in
Gretna, the Ricketts family’s religious retreat center,
directly benefit from the construction of the huge lake
between Omaha and Lincoln that will be fed in part by the
mega million-dollar canal diverting South Platte River water
from Colorado to central Nebraska? Those are Gov.
Ricketts’ pet projects in his last year in office. Whose land
will be taken by eminent domain, possibly, to complete
these projects? Water and land are the big bones of
contention in this century and manipulating them for profit
or personal satisfaction is just plain wrong. The more food-
producing land we drown or pave over, the less food
production we have. Nebraskans need to ask more
questions and get better answers.
Janet Bonet, Omaha
 


OWH: Who pays?


 
One question not addressed in the World-Herald
article (“Ricketts event opposes conservation effort,” April
21): Who is paying for Gov. Ricketts’ conference to “Stop
30x30?” If my tax dollars are footing the bill for this
meeting, I am outraged.
Charles Keene, Bellevue
 


OWH: What’s their motivation?


 
It is difficult to follow the governor’s logic when he cites his
reasons to not apply for federal rental assistance (OWH,
April 16) and to scale back food stamp assistance (OWH
April 18). It sounds as if the governor thinks that if people
have assistance to keep a roof over their head and food on
the table, they will no longer be motivated to work. Does
that same logic apply to individuals who are born into
wealthy families, who do not have to be worried about
their housing or their food supply to live on every day? Are
they no longer motivated to work?
Mary Sullivan, Lincoln
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OWH: Heartless move


 
Turning down federal funds for unemployment and food
assistance is a heartless move on the part of Gov. Pete
Ricketts. In a time of increasing costs of living, there is no
other word for it. Families will go hungry and homeless
because of this, and with no sensible justification. The
money is simply there and ready to take, yet it will not be
used to help Nebraskans.
The governor says that there aren’t many people on
unemployment anyway, and that he does not want
Nebraska families to face a “cliff” when their benefits end.
The latter isn’t coherent, all he’s done is bring that cliff
forward, removing months that could be critical for paying
debts, seeking better employment or reducing expenses.
To the former: just because there are less people on
unemployment doesn’t mean those individuals need any
less help. Whether our unemployed number thousands or
only tens, the fact remains that each one of those people
will benefit from that assistance. That there are less people
in need is no justification at all to deny them help.
Cynthia Pierce, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 4/29: Saving water
now may save our future


 
More than 41,000 acres in northern Kansas, Red Willow,
Furnas and Frontier counties have burned in the Road 402
fire, a blaze triggered by dry conditions and high winds that
have broken power lines.
That has been the most visibly dramatic impact of the
drought, which if abnormally dry conditions are included,
now covers 99% of Nebraska. But the abnormally dry
conditions and lack of rainfall have less visible impacts,
some that will soon hit Lincoln.
With predictions of warmer temperatures and abnormally
low precipitation through June, the drought is expected to
continue well into the summer and reduce the amount of







water flowing in Nebraska’s rivers, particularly the Platte,
which supplies water for Lincoln, Omaha and Fremont.
To combat drought-triggered water supply issues, Lincoln
city officials and the Lower Platte River Drought
Consortium, a group of agencies that work together to
sustain public water supplies in the lower Platte basin, are
urging Lincolnites to conserve water now -- primarily by
cutting back watering lawns.
Yard maintenance, aka lawn watering, can account for
more than 50% of Lincoln’s daily water use on hot summer
days, an amount that can easily be reduced without
damaging lawns and gardens.
Much of that water is wasted through overwatering,
evaporation and faulty sprinkler systems. To offset the first
two, residents should water only when needed, probably
two or three times a week, and do so early in the mornings
to prevent rapid evaporation
Officials also recommend avoiding watering on hot or
windy days to reduce evaporation, minimizing grass
fertilization and only cutting a third of grass height when
mowing.
That program is, obviously, voluntary – a far better option
than the mandatory restrictions that will come if the water
supply drops as it has in previous droughts and residents
continue to soak their lawns.
In 2019, restrictions imposed when flooding threatened the
water supply  mandated a 50% reduction in water use by
residents and 30% cut by commercial users, necessitating
specific watering days for designated areas.
If, as is likely, the drought continues and water use isn’t cut,
similar restrictions, which generated frustration and
consternation on the part of homeowners three years ago,
will almost certainly be imposed this summer.
So, as spring finally arrives and watering begins in earnest,
it’s time for Lincolnites to develop new watering habits,
cutting their water use to  “necessary” levels and only
watering a few times a week.
Climate change models show that drought will be a
constant in the central Plains for decades and, if the cuts
don’t become the norm, they’ll be mandated, for years to
come.
 


LJS Editorial, 5/1: Measured start is







the way to approach gaming


 
As it should be, Nebraska’s first casinos will be built in
connection with the state’s six existing racetracks.
That decision to allow the “racinos” in Lincoln, Omaha,
Grand Island, Columbus, South Sioux City and Hastings was
appropriately made by the Legislature, rather than the
Nebraska Gaming and Racing Commission, the agency
charged with implementing casino gambling in the state.
Selecting the existing locations essentially determined
which areas would receive the economic and development
benefits of the casinos rather than opening the floodgates
to allow new tracks and casinos, which have been proposed
in Bellevue, North Platte, Ogallala, Gering and Kimball.
Instead, Albion Sen. Tom Briese’s LB876, which was
approved on a 38-3 vote, requires the commission to
conduct market and socioeconomic studies for each
proposed new track, completing them “as soon as possible”
but no later than Jan. 1, 2025.
Taken as a group, those studies should determine the
market for both racing and casino gambling in the state,
answering questions from the simple ones – are there
enough horses and racing days to have, say, 10 racinos
operate in the state? – to more complicated analyses as to
whether more than the initial six casinos will oversaturate
the market in a lower-population state that is already
surrounded by casinos.
Those studies can only take, at maximum, about 30 months
from now. But there is no similar timetable for the
commission to approve the casinos.
The Attorney General's Office approved the 67 pages of
rules and regulations, which were submitted to them in
January, on March 21, sending them back to the
commission, which sent them  back to Gov. Pete Ricketts,
whose policy office is engaged in additional review.
That delay has led to speculation that Ricketts, who
opposed the casino gambling initiative, is doing everything
he can to delay the casinos, much as his administration
slowed the implementation of voter-approved Medicare
expansion for two years.
Once Peterson and Ricketts sign off on the rules and
regulations, which is expected sometime this summer, the
racetracks can apply for a state gaming license, establish
temporary casinos near the tracks and begin construction







of the permanent casinos.
The temporary casinos will likely be up and running a few
months after they are approved. But they will not have
sports wagering, one of the biggest draws for casinos.
The construction of the proposed $220 million casino at the
Lincoln Race Course near Highway 77 on West Denton Road
will take about 20 months – which means, at best, the
casino will not open until mid-2024.
Casinos at some of the other existing tracks, most notably
South Sioux City, probably will open later than 2024.
But they will, within a few years, be open in locations that
reflect the intent of the voters who gave the racino
proposal 2 to 1 approval two years ago – the six existing
tracks that have carried horse racing in Nebraska for
decades.
Correction
This editorial has been updated to correct that the Attorney
General's Office has approved the gambling rules and
regulations. After their approval on March 21, they were
sent back to the Racing and Gaming Commission, which
then sent them to the governor's office for additional
review. 
 


LJS: Not as good as we think


 
Gov. Pete Ricketts smugly described Nebraska's soil and
water on Earth Day saying, “We don’t need the federal
government to tell us what to do. They don’t need to
lecture us,” well ...
Why is more than half of Nebraska's topsoil gone? Why do
our streams turn brown every time it rains? Why do NRDs
monitor well water for nitrogen? Why is there a growing
hypoxic zone in the Gulf?
Richard K. Sutton, Lincoln
 


LJS: Herbster would bring change


 
While I disagree with many of Charles Herbster’s policy
positions, I will be voting for him in the primary. This is
because it is not the political positions which should drive







our voting but the character of the candidate in question.
One of Herbster’s most scathing and controversial attacks
has come from Sen. Julie Slama. Her allegations of sexual
misconduct come too close to the election.
Slama has supported an effort to end the nonpartisan
nature of our state Legislature. She is a steadfast ally to
Gov. Pete Ricketts, a supporter of Jim Pillen and the GOP
establishment.
If the GOP establishment gets its way and Pillen or
Lindstrom are nominated, we are sure to see more attacks
on Nebraska’s political institutions. They want to tell you
what to believe and who to vote for – all in a desperate
attempt to hold on to political power.
I don’t believe in being told what to believe or who to vote
for, but that’s exactly what the party establishment wants.
It’s bad business for the establishment if Herbster gets
nominated, because he will shake things up and allow for a
broader policy debate.
I am not voting for Herbster because I agree with him on
everything. I am voting for Herbster because he will allow
for a greater diversity of thought, more policy options to
choose from and accountability for elected officials.
Join me in upholding our freedom to choose the
government we want and our independence from political
party crooks. Vote Herbster!
Nicholas Oviatt, Yutan
 


AP: 8 Midwest states seek
permanent waiver to sell E15 gas


 
DES MOINES (AP) — Governors from eight Midwest states,
including Nebraska, asked the Environmental Protection
Agency this week for a permanent waiver that will allow
each state to continue selling E15 ethanol-blended gas
year-round without restriction.
The EPA’s decision last week to suspend restrictions of
summer sales of the lower-carbon, lower-cost E15 gasoline
is temporary and applies only to the 2022 summer driving
season.
E15 is usually prohibited between June 1 and Sept. 15
because of concerns that it adds to smog in high
temperatures.







The bipartisan group of governors from Nebraska, Iowa,
Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and
Wisconsin sent a joint letter to EPA Administrator Michael
Reagan formally requesting the waiver.
“This letter sends the clear message that renewable fuels
are the immediate solution to high gas prices, lower
emissions, and restoring our energy independence, and we
are proud to stand up and take this historic action,” Iowa
Gov. Kim Reynolds said.
The Renewable Fuels Association, which promotes use of
ethanol, embraced the states’ action.
This month, President Joe Biden traveled to corn-rich Iowa
to announce that his administration will temporarily allow
E15 gas, which is blended with 15% ethanol, to be sold this
summer to help ease gas prices.
Biden administration officials said the action will save
drivers an average of 10 cents per gallon based on current
prices, but at just 2,300 gas stations out of the nation’s
more than 100,000. The affected stations are mostly in the
Midwest and the South, including Texas, according to
industry groups.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 5-09-22
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 8:46:51 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn May 2022 7.62 -15.00 07:45
Corn Oct 2022 6.65 -45.00 07:45
Milo May 2022 7.17 -60.00 07:45
Milo Oct 2022 6.55 -55.00 07:45
Soybeans May 2022 15.02 -103.00 07:45
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.85 -70.00 07:45
Wheat May 2022 11.03 -85.00 07:57
Wheat Jul 2022 11.03 -85.00 07:57
 
TV and Radio
NCN: Last minute 'Beauty Pageant' ad elevates Ricketts-Herbster brawl (no video)
NCN: Remark your Herbster-Slama calendar (no video)
CNN: Trump came to Nebraska to defend candidate facing sexual misconduct allegations, but voters
aren’t so sure either of those things will matter on Tuesday (no video)
NPM: Farmers in the Plains Are in 'Dire Straits' Due to Drought, Wildfire Conditions
 
Governor
Jewish Press: Nebraska Becomes First State to Inaugurate Jewish American Heritage Month
OWH: Nebraska medical marijuana backers planning low-budget, grassroots petition push
Columbus Telegram: Nebraska officials wait on final ruling
LJS: Don Walton: Current Nebraska state senators have had unique legislative experience
OWH: Nebraska's GOP primary for governor: The power of Trump, switching parties and negativity
LJS: Republican governor candidates race to the wire
AP: 2022 midterms: What to watch in Nebraska, West Virginia
Nebraska Examiner: Evnen faces two challengers in GOP primary for Nebraska Secretary of State
Nebraska Examiner: Herbster, Pillen in dead heat in Nebraska GOP governor’s race, analyst says
Washington Examiner: 'We think for ourselves': Nebraska GOP governor candidate expects victory
without Trump endorsement
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Books, buses, bleachers and bathrooms: Schools have long shopping list with federal 'rescue'
aid
OWH: How are Nebraska school districts spending federal COVID relief?
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State, Local and Regional
OWH: Rains have eased drought and fire risk in Nebraska — for now
OWH: Douglas County election commissioner predicts potential record-breaking turnout for primary
election
OWH: Nebraska Democrats make bid to become early presidential primary in 2024
OWH: Court hearing scheduled for June in Herbster, Slama legal battle
OWH: Nebraska health officials report 9 cases of liver illness in children
LJS: Former Jefferson County deputy among six officers who have certifications revoked
 
Opinion           
OWH Editorial: Optimism found in selection of new Greater Omaha Chamber leader
OWH Editorial: Tuesday is the Nebraska primary. Don't forget to vote.
OWH Midlands Voices: The secret is in Nebraska's topsoil — and regenerative practices
OWH Public Pulse


1. Thanks for zipping it
2. Learn the merge
3. Benefits of Omagro
4. Aggressive marketing
5. Alternative transportation
6. Student loan debt
7. Protect abortion rights
8. Gaslighting governor


LJS Editorial, 5/8: 4 lessons learned from debate over Wilderness Crossing development
LJS Letters


1. Support end to Yemen war
2. Mental health a top priority
3. What planet does Page live on?
4. Keeping faith in human nature
5. Station needs bicycle racks


 
National/Federal
Nebraska Examiner: State Sen. Tony Vargas, Alisha Shelton square off in Omaha-area Democratic
U.S. House primary
Montana Free Press: Railroaders quit after BNSF institutes ‘draconian’ attendance policy
AP: Many US urban areas to become rural
 


Jewish Press: Nebraska Becomes First State to Inaugurate
Jewish American Heritage Month


 
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts made an historic decision on Israel’s Independence Day, during a
celebratory event at the Nebraska Capitol Building, to inaugurate May as Jewish American Heritage
Month in the State of Nebraska. The governor led the nation in becoming the first American state to
do so.
He also proclaimed the official adoption by the State of Nebraska of the International Holocaust







Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working Definition of Antisemitism, bringing the number of American
states that have adopted or endorsed the IHRA Definition to a total of 27, plus the District of
Columbia.
A majority of American states now officially recognize the definition.
“We’ve seen a disturbing rise in antisemitism across the country,” said Governor Ricketts. “Here in
Nebraska, we’re not immune to it. Someone painted a swastika on a synagogue here in Lincoln. We
see this rise in antisemitism and must be aggressive in combating it. We must let people know we
will stand against hate.
“When we see antisemitism we have to take very strong steps immediately to combat it. That’s why
we want to make this proclamation to recognize the Jewish community’s contributions to Nebraska
and the nation.”
Israel’s Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development Oded Forer sent a letter of appreciation to
Governor Ricketts for his adoption of the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism and for the deep
ties between Israel and Nebraska.
The letter was read at the event, in which he also commended the “significant gesture to recognize
the deep and substantial contribution Jewish Americans have made and continue to make to
Nebraska in particular and to the United States as a whole.”
The event was cosponsored by the Combat Antisemitism Movement (CAM), a leading proponent of
the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism which has worked to have it adopted and endorsed in
the US and around the world.
Other partners included the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, the
American Jewish Committee (AJC), Hadassah The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, the
Weitzman National Museum of American Jewish History and the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human
Rights Under Law.
Representatives from each of Nebraska’s eight synagogues, and the Jewish Federation of Omaha
were in attendance as well.
“With the State of Nebraska’s endorsement, the majority of U.S. states have now adopted the IHRA
Working Definition of Antisemitism, which is now a tipping point for its success, meaning that only a
minority of states have yet to do so,” said Elan Carr, a Board Member of CAM, and former US Special
Envoy for Monitoring and Combating antisemitism.
“While there remains resistance to the IHRA Definition, it is a minority voice and is becoming
increasingly drowned out by decision-makers and opinion-shapers across the US and the world who
are placing their authority behind it and leaving less room for antisemites to espouse their hate and
intolerance.”
Nebraska Holocaust survivor and philanthropist Milton “Milt” Kleinberg said, “I’m Jewish and I have
always loved the free state of Nebraska. I could have taken my business to Texas, but Nebraska is
home, and our governor is a friend.”
Other speakers included Consul General of Israel to the Midwest Yinam Cohen, and Nebraska
Secretary of State Robert Evnan.
Nearly 900 entities around the world have adopted the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) Working Definition of Antisemitism since 2016, including 37 nations, such as United
States, Canada, Germany, the United Kingdom, Australia and France, according to a report released
this year by CAM.
By Hani Levi Julian
 







OWH: Nebraska medical marijuana backers planning low-
budget, grassroots petition push


 
LINCOLN — Leaders of a medical marijuana petition drive announced plans Friday to mobilize
supporters for an unprecedented all-volunteer signature-gathering effort.
State Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln, the petition drive’s co-chairwoman, said the shift in strategy was
forced by the loss of two major donors, which left Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana without the $1
million needed for a more traditional signature-gathering effort.
But, in an online press conference, she said the volunteers and families who have been working on
the effort refused to quit.
“We have come too far and have too much support to give up,” Wishart said. “It will be
unprecedented for a petition to be successful without a traditional paid signature drive, but if any
campaign can do this, it is Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana.
“We collected over 196,000 signatures in 2020 during a global pandemic,” she said. “We have an
80% approval rating across the state. I truly believe that where there is a will, there is a way.”
The group hopes the way will be through tapping Nebraskans who want to see medical marijuana as
an option in the state. The strategy will be to encourage registered voters to seek out places to sign
petitions, as well as to volunteer to collect signatures themselves.
Wishart said petitions will be made available at some 100 businesses across the state for people to
sign during regular hours. The businesses include a number of vape and CBD shops, as well as health
food stores and others. A list and map of those businesses is available
at: nebraskamarijuana.org/sign.
People also will be encouraged to set up local drive-through signing events, which could be as simple
as a table at the end of a residential driveway. Or they can volunteer to collect signatures at public
events, such as the College World Series or a local farmer’s market.
The last petition drive to make the ballot without paid circulators was a proposed constitutional
amendment barring same-sex marriage. The drive succeeded because of networks of church
volunteers. The amendment passed in 2000 but has since been declared unconstitutional.
In late March, leaders of the medical marijuana petition drive announced the loss of two people who
had been expected to make a major contribution to the current legalization campaign. One of those
donors, who contributed to the group’s last effort, died in a plane crash, Wishart said. A second
person was diagnosed with terminal cancer.
At the time, Wishart expressed confidence the group could meet its $500,000 fundraising goal by
May 1. But they reported donations of only $53,792 through April 25, with $14,467 given in the last
month.
In 2020, the campaign raised about $2.5 million overall, securing more than 182,000 signatures —
well above the number needed to put the issue on the ballot. Though it surpassed the requirement,
it was disqualified by the Nebraska Supreme Court for containing more than one subject.
This time around, the campaign is proposing two petitions for new laws, which require valid
signatures from 7% of registered voters by July 7 to make the ballot.
Based on May 3 voter registration figures, that means each needs nearly 87,000 valid signatures
statewide. The total needs to include signatures from 5% of registered voters in 38 of Nebraska’s 93
counties.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fmedical-marijuana-group-prepares-to-gather-signatures-for-pair-of-ballot-initiatives%2Farticle_6bc2b9c0-10c2-11ec-a71d-67c892ca8144.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C57e405c153674a11b1f108da31c25bda%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877008106074767%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ldhoHDOIn6aLZcaFnXYil5S5QjccIlZrMmRMS6S66hc%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Ftragedy-strikes-campaign-to-legalize-medical-marijuana-in-nebraska%2Farticle_33ca435e-aba3-11ec-b4b8-fbc44de161a3.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C57e405c153674a11b1f108da31c25bda%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877008106074767%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wzNzyP1IEd8bxwZA7%2BALdOG23i8WLVeotPy7bU6MvhY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskamarijuana.org%2Fsign&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C57e405c153674a11b1f108da31c25bda%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877008106074767%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2hECH4Xpc9mb%2Fwlq4EquwcJpa2b0iBVoUm4KthUQ1Xk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Ftragedy-strikes-campaign-to-legalize-medical-marijuana-in-nebraska%2Farticle_33ca435e-aba3-11ec-b4b8-fbc44de161a3.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C57e405c153674a11b1f108da31c25bda%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877008106074767%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wzNzyP1IEd8bxwZA7%2BALdOG23i8WLVeotPy7bU6MvhY%3D&reserved=0





Crista Eggers, the statewide campaign coordinator and the mother of a child with drug-resistant
epilepsy, said the group has collected about 25,000 signatures on each petition so far. That includes
1,213 gathered within the last 24 hours.
One petition would protect patients with serious health conditions from being arrested for
possessing and using limited amounts of marijuana when recommended by health care providers.
The second would create and regulate a system for producing and distributing cannabis for medical
purposes.
The division of the two petitions is based on the legal issues outlined in the 2020 state high court
decision.
Legalization efforts have faced opposition from Gov. Pete Ricketts, who has called marijuana a
“dangerous drug.” His office did not respond Friday to a message seeking comment about the
petition drive’s announcement.
Earlier this year, the governor appeared in an ad sponsored by Smart Approaches to Marijuana
Nebraska, a group that opposes legalization. In the ad, Ricketts argued that the only difference
between “medical” and “recreational” marijuana is the terminology.
Representatives from two other major petition drives reported Friday that their respective
signature-gathering efforts are going well. Sen. Terrell McKinney of Omaha, a sponsor of Raise the
Wage Nebraska, said he expects to have an update in a couple of weeks on the petition to increase
the state’s minimum wage.
Roscoe Ricketts, an associate with the political consulting group Axiom Strategies, said the Citizens
for Voter ID petition drive is “on track” for hitting its signature target. The petition seeks a
constitutional amendment requiring people to show valid photo identification before voting. Roscoe
Ricketts is the governor’s son.
By Martha Stoddard
 


Columbus Telegram: Nebraska officials wait on final ruling


 
Nebraska officials are reportedly waiting for a final ruling to be released from the U.S. Supreme
Court before potentially proceeding with another attempt to ban abortions in the state.
A leaked draft of a ruling from the Supreme Court suggests the possible overturning of Roe v. Wade.
The draft, which was leaked May 2 by Politico, comes from the case Dobbs v. Jackson Women's
Health Organization, which challenges Mississippi’s ban on abortion after 15 weeks.
A final ruling in the case is expected in June or July.
Chief Justice John Roberts confirmed the draft as authentic on May 3.
The World-Herald reported this week that if the Supreme Court’s opinion remains unchanged from
the leaked draft, Gov. Pete Ricketts would call for a special session in hopes of passing a law that
would ban abortion in Nebraska.
Several officials noted the urgency behind waiting for the final ruling.
State Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus said Ricketts addressed the matter during a town hall held in
Columbus earlier this week, which Moser had also attended.
“They're waiting for the official word from the Supreme Court as to what the ruling is and then at
that point, they'll look at whether they want to call a special session,” Moser said. “He's been talking
to the speaker, Mike Hilgers, about the situation, how to move forward.”







Nebraska Right to Life Executive Director Sandy Danek expressed similar comments.
“We don't have an official decision from the court and the leak, very discouraged about that,” Danek
said. “No matter where you're at on this issue, this unprecedented breach of the court's
confidentiality is very disturbing. So it makes it somewhat bittersweet.”
Nebraska state law allows abortions up to 20 weeks after conception, according to the Omaha
World-Herald.
This past legislative session, which ended last month, a “trigger” bill that would have prohibited
abortions in the event of Roe v. Wade being overturned failed to pass. The bill – LB933, which was
co-introduced by Moser – would have made it a crime for health care professionals to perform an
abortion but would allow it if the mother’s life was in danger.
“Nebraska needs to have a law establishing would abortion be legal or not, and if it is at what level
so that's why the governor then will call a special session and we will look to take that same bill back
to the pro-life senators,” Danek said. “…It would probably be a bill very comparable to what we tried
to pass last month, and we'll have to try again.”
Danek noted that there’s a projected 50-50 split in the number of states that would either outlaw
abortion or keep it legal at some level. Nebraska, she added, is projected to outlaw it.
“Ultimately this is about protecting women and their children,” Danek said. “I have been commonly
saying that a woman should not have to feel pitted against her own child when in an unplanned
pregnancy and that we should be offering her support for whatever her challenges are so that she
can make a life-affirming decision.”
Columbus Women’s Healthcare declined a request to be interviewed.
Sarah Stoesz, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood North Central States, said in a provided
statement that the organization’s doors remain open and will every day for abortion care for as long
as legally possible.
“This leaked opinion is horrifying. We all knew the day could come that safe and legal abortion
would be decimated in our country, and now we are facing that reality. It is true that individual
Americans may have different moral views on abortion, and this is exactly why the strong majority of
people in our country believe that this decision must be left up to individuals themselves,” Stoesz
said.
"We will not accept this decision without a fight—we are ready and will mobilize, organize, and
stand up in every corner of our land. Our voices will be heard. And Planned Parenthood will never,
ever abandon our patients. Planned Parenthood is here for good.”
By Hannah Schrodt
 


LJS: Don Walton: Current Nebraska state senators have had
unique legislative experience


 
If you measure the legislative experience in terms of variety of challenges, current members of the
Nebraska Legislature certainly are getting their money's worth.
Perhaps two special sessions, one already in the books to complete redistricting tasks that occur only
once every decade, and another that may be in the works if the U.S. Supreme Court proceeds to
overrule Roe v. Wade, leaving it to the states to determine abortion rights.







And there was a legislative session conducted in the midst of a pandemic with safeguards in place.
And a legislative session overflowing with an abundance of revenue and opportunity, with more than
a billion dollars of federal pandemic recovery assistance to allocate along with a surge of
unanticipated state revenue.
This has been a unique legislative experience for the senators who have held office during this
period of unusual challenge and opportunity.
It doesn't pay much, it requires personal sacrifice and some very long days, but being a member of
the Legislature is a treasured experience for state senators and perhaps especially so in Nebraska
where both the one-house system and the nonpartisan feature give each individual senator unique
power.
They are uniquely independent from party dictate, punishment or reward within this legislative
system. No majority or minority leaders; no partisan whips; no party agenda or party caucuses; no
gubernatorial dictate or control unless an individual senator decides to cede his or her own
independence.
The Legislature loses important and talented senators every election year, but this year's losses are
going to be unusually large and impactful.
Gone at the end of the year will be some of the best and the brightest, independent thinkers and
doers who, in former Sen. Kathy Campbell's words, were the kind of senators who parked their party
jerseys at the door. 
Just as she did.
For those who remain, this rather dramatic change in membership opens up new opportunities for
individual senators to grow and to lead. 
And you can spot some of them already.
* * *
Following selection of a Republican gubernatorial nominee on Tuesday, Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue
will move into a share of the political spotlight that has shone almost exclusively on the GOP primary
race as attention pivots to the Republican and Democratic nominees.
With the support of her party, the two-term state senator has a clear path to the Democratic
nomination in a two-candidate primary race. And then comes the really hard part. 
Winning a statewide contest in Nebraska is a daunting challenge for a Democrat today, but she's a
fighter and as a former member of the city council in Bellevue she has identified an issue that she
hopes might have some special appeal for rural voters as she begins the struggle for statewide votes.
Blood has proposed a constitutional amendment that would require the state to pay the full costs of
any new programs or increased levels of service imposed upon local governments, all generally
known as unfunded mandates.
That would make certain the new costs are not borne by local property taxpayers.
Democratic nominees for statewide office are competitive in metropolitan Omaha and Lincoln
today, but they run into a buzz saw west of Lincoln where property taxes are the paramount issue. 
Blood was born in McCook and graduated from high school in Hastings and will try to connect with
rural Nebraska voters as she competes against heavy odds.
The urban-rural political split in Nebraska is increasingly dramatic. 
In 2018, both Gov. Pete Ricketts and Sen. Deb Fischer trailed in their re-election bids in both Omaha
and Lincoln while former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry ran behind in Lincoln and Rep. Don Bacon lost in
Omaha.
But they were all re-elected with strong Republican support outside the big cities.   







In 2020, President Trump lost in both Lincoln and Omaha in his bid for re-election while both
Fortenberry and Bacon once again trailed behind their Democratic challengers in the major cities in
their districts.
But all three won with Republican votes outside the two cities.  
Here was the Trump vote in western and central Nebraska's 3rd Congressional District: Trump,
222,179; Joe Biden, 65,854.
Finishing up
* You won't find his name in print, but Donald Trump has an invisible presence on the ballot in
Nebraska on Tuesday. His trip to the state to support Charles Herbster, along with a follow-up tele-
rally, tests his current political strength and influence in a highly competitive Republican
gubernatorial primary election and is being closely tracked by national media.
* Plenty of healthy growth and development in Lincoln, including construction of new high schools
and ongoing redevelopment downtown, but it sure would be nice to begin to see visible progress
now in redeveloping the Pershing Center block.
* Whether you like the approaching U.S. Supreme Court decision on the challenge to Roe v. Wade or
not, there's rather clear evidence that recent court nominees were either misleading, or much
worse, in suggesting to senators that the decision was settled law under the legal doctrine of stare
decisis during their confirmation hearings.
* The Nebraska Democratic Party is vying to be one of five states chosen to host the earliest
Democratic presidential primary elections in 2024.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska's GOP primary for governor: The power of
Trump, switching parties and negativity


 
Nebraska’s Republican gubernatorial primary on Tuesday will not only answer the basic question of
who stands a good chance of leading the state: It’ll provide a window into the mindset of the state’s
Republican primary voters, including to what extent they’re influenced by former President Donald
Trump.
It’ll also test the sway of, by some accounts, an unprecedented barrage of negativity — and whether
the Republican Party, flush with thousands of voters who switched their party registration, can
coalesce in the wake of a divisive primary.
At least one prominent Republican, Gov. Pete Ricketts, expressed some reluctance regarding that
last question, depending on the outcome.
By most accounts, the race is down to three candidates: Conklin Co. CEO Charles W. Herbster, hog
producer and University of Nebraska regent Jim Pillen and State Sen. Brett Lindstrom.
Former Sen. Theresa Thibodeau, who entered the race months after the others, has consistently
come fourth in polling, with enough of a share to affect the outcome but not enough to be
considered a front-runner. She also trails in fundraising, with a significant gap separating her from
the other three.
Especially in a national context, eyes are on Herbster, who has long touted his ties and loyalty to
Trump and echoes his rhetoric. The former president’s endorsement gave his largely self-funded
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campaign an early boost and ultimately came to define it.
“The biggest issue that’s in play right now — in my opinion, probably going to decide the race next
Tuesday — is the Trump endorsement,” former Gov. Dave Heineman said, noting that Trump has
particularly strong support outside the Omaha-Lincoln corridor.
The former president has sought to exert his influence in the party by selectively endorsing scores of
candidates across the country.
In the Indiana and Ohio primaries last week, all 22 Trump-endorsed candidates won, according to
Politico, including in Ohio’s contentious Republican primary for U.S. Senate. In that race, four leading
candidates vied for the endorsement. Trump backed “Hillbilly Elegy” author JD Vance, and he
emerged victorious.
Polls from the last few months showed a tight GOP primary race in Nebraska. And Herbster is
facing allegations from eight women, including a Republican state senator, who say he groped them
at events in recent years. He has denied the allegations and sued Sen. Julie Slama for defamation.
She countersued, alleging battery.
In the wake of those allegations, Trump visited Nebraska for a rally with Herbster. Thursday, Trump
returned virtually for a brief, dial-in “tele-rally” where he vouched for Herbster and said he’s
innocent.
Multiple women accused the former president of sexual assault, but that did not prevent Trump
from carrying Nebraska in 2016 and winning all but one of the state’s five electoral votes in 2020.
“With your vote for Charles in the primary, you can give a stinging rebuke to the RINOs (Republicans
in Name Only) and sellouts and losers who are so poorly representing your state,” Trump said
Thursday.
The impact of Trump’s endorsement in this race, especially amid serious allegations, isn’t certain.
But several observers of Nebraska politics told The World-Herald it’s a key reason, if not the sole
reason, that Herbster has stayed competitive.
“Primary voters, in particular, pay attention to what President Trump has to say,” Heineman said.
“And, when he endorses a candidate, it’s a big plus. Is it enough? Hey, we’ll know on Tuesday night.”
Kevin Smith, chair of University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s political science department, sees a larger
narrative.
“The way that I see this is: This is a tale of different wings of the Republican party kind of duking it
out in the primary,” he said.
While Herbster’s loyalties are to Trump, Pillen is backed by Ricketts, the highest-profile Republican in
Nebraska and a dominant force in the state party, as well as the Nebraska Farm Bureau. People may
consider him a business and establishment candidate, though Pillen rejects that label.
Lindstrom has presented himself as a traditional conservative with experience, who’s not beholden
to either of those camps. His biggest endorsement is from Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert.
“If I’m Charles Herbster, I worry that the floor of Trump supporters is also my ceiling, that I haven’t
attracted any new voters,” political consultant Perre Neilan said. “Jim Pillen is ‘slow and steady wins
the race,’ and Brett has found his narrow path of those looking for a younger, fresh face as an
alternative to the far right.”
All three candidates have been the target of negative advertising, which has flooded the race at a
volume that observers said is unprecedented in modern times. Many of the ads have come from
third-party groups, including one that received nearly $1.3 million from Ricketts in March and April.
That political action committee, Conservative Nebraska, focused on Herbster at first, then shifted
focus to target Lindstrom with claims that he’s not a true conservative. Last week, it came out with
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two new anti-Herbster ads.
The impact of the negative ads is another unknown — and that’s especially true of Lindstrom, said
Philip Young, a political consultant and former executive director of the state GOP. Lindstrom has
been a frequent target in recent weeks, but vowed early on to run a positive campaign.
Former U.S. Rep. John Cavanaugh, a Democrat, said he had never seen candidates repeatedly accuse
their competitors of illegal activity as they have this cycle. He mentioned an ad from the Herbster
campaign that targeted critical race theory in the context of Pillen’s time as regent, which had no
factual basis.
“I just find the whole process of the Republican primary advertising to be horrific,” Cavanaugh said.
“It’s certainly unprecedented.”
Heineman said voters are frustrated by all the negativity and suggested it may result in lower voter
turnout (Secretary of State Bob Evnen’s rough prediction is 35% voter turnout, which would nearly
match the state record of 35.1% for a gubernatorial primary). Heineman commended Lindstrom for
running a positive campaign.
“The campaigns have been more about why you shouldn’t vote for the other guy, instead of ‘Why
should you vote for me?’ ” he said. “I think that’s unfortunate.”
Ryan Horn, president of Bullhorn Communications and a Republican media strategist, pointed to one
ad in particular, which he believes to be a national first: Herbster’s ad aimed at discrediting Slama’s
allegations.
“Nebraska created a first in a governor’s race in 1986, when, for the first time in American history,
both candidates from both major parties for governor of the state were women,” Horn said. “This is
a much less glorious milestone.”
Yet another dynamic that has more recently come to the fore: a wave of new Republican voters.
State data show the Republican Party gained nearly 8,500 registered voters between January and
Monday’s registration deadline, while the Democratic Party lost about 8,100 and there were about
2,800 fewer nonpartisan voters.
Anecdotally, it appears that many of those who switched parties plan to vote for Lindstrom. And,
even considering that some of the perceived shift is actually attributable to deaths, moves and new
voters, they could make up a meaningful sum.
A percentage point or two could be the difference between winning and losing, Smith said. The last
time there was an open race for governor, in 2014, Ricketts won by a margin of about 2,350.
“Eight thousand votes is a huge number,” Neilan said. “If those all go to one candidate, it could make
up more than 10% of their total vote.”
Horn said yet another major factor could be turnout, considering the relative growth in Nebraska’s
cities and large towns versus rural Nebraska.
The 2020 Census showed that Douglas, Sarpy and Lancaster Counties alone grew by 136,381
people and now account for 56% of Nebraska’s total population, while many rural areas of the state
lost population.
One thing seems certain: The outcome of this bitterly contested and often negative race stands to
make a lasting impact on Nebraska politics. Will a fractured party unite behind the winning
candidate this time?
“There’s a lot of mudslinging that’s been going on and, you know, cleaning yourself off after the
primary can be a significant challenge,” Smith said.
Ricketts, who has said that Herbster would be a “terrible governor” and that Lindstrom isn’t a true
conservative, suggested in a statement that he’d support whoever wins — but he offered a vague,
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Herbster-specific caveat.
“I have consistently supported the winner of Republican primaries and believe unity behind our
candidates and principles is great for our state,” Ricketts said in a statement. “However, I would not
be able to support Charles W. Herbster unless he is able to resolve these allegations of sexual
misconduct by eight women.”
By Sara Gentzler
 


LJS: Republican governor candidates race to the wire


 
It's been a wild ride, but the Republican gubernatorial candidates who have jockeyed for position
with promises of tax relief and pledges of conservative government have finally reached the end of
the trail.
Voters will determine the winner of the marathon yearlong race for the GOP nomination at the
primary election on Tuesday.
There have been ups and downs on the long and bumpy road to Election Day, with Falls City cattle
producer and businessman Charles Herbster running out front most of the way as measured by
candidate polling results.
Armed by his close ties to former President Donald Trump and self-funding his campaign, Herbster
galloped into an early lead.
But late-in-the-campaign allegations that Herbster had improperly touched or groped eight women,
including state Sen. Julie Slama of Sterling, during public events threw a block in his path as the
candidates rounded the turn and headed down the final stretch with Columbus hog producer Jim
Pillen of Columbus finishing strong and Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha riding into contention.
Adding a little drama ahead of the finish line, Trump's decision to fly to Nebraska to give a boost to
Herbster in the final days stirred a storm.
Literally.
Trump's scheduled appearance at I-80 Speedway between Lincoln and Omaha had to be postponed
for a couple of days due to the forecast of heavy rain and high winds coinciding with his originally
anticipated arrival.
The former president ultimately showed up to endorse Herbster during a long and rambling speech
two days later. Herbster had been his agricultural adviser during Trump's presidency and
subsequently became a familiar figure at White House events, developing relationships with Trump
family members and advisers who helped support his campaign. 
Trump's endorsement presumably could be especially golden in the heavily Republican counties of
western and central Nebraska where statewide GOP primary elections often tend to be won. 
Meanwhile, Pillen, a University of Nebraska regent who has been endorsed by Gov. Pete Ricketts and
a host of GOP stalwarts and luminaries, soldiered ahead with a full schedule of campaign stops all
across the state, steadily gathering visibility and momentum for a final surge.
And along the way Lindstrom's campaign appeared to take off.
Polling evidence that Lindstrom was suddenly gaining ground triggered a negative TV ad assault
directed at the Omaha financial adviser and two-term state senator.
Perhaps even more consequently, thousands of Democrats appeared to be changing their voter
registration to Republican in order to participate in choosing the GOP gubernatorial nominee at the







May 10 primary election.
Informed political speculation suggests that most of those votes would likely be cast for Lindstrom,
who appears to be the least doctrinaire or partisan Republican candidate and is an experienced
member of the nonpartisan Legislature with a working knowledge of state government along with a
record of tax reduction. 
Democratic voters who have changed their registration to participate in the Republican primary
election are motivated in large part by the reality that Nebraska governors essentially have been
chosen in GOP primary elections for the last couple of decades with Democratic nominees struggling
to compete statewide.
Ben Nelson was the last Democrat to be elected governor when he was re-elected to a second term
in 1994. 
Pillen has centered on the need for additional property tax relief, his pro-life credentials, support for
Second Amendment gun rights and opposition to any teaching of critical race theory in Nebraska
schools. CRT examines the intersection of race, society and law in the United States. 
Herbster has said Nebraska needs to "completely rehaul" its tax system and replace it with "a new
consumption-based tax system." He has voiced support for pro-life and Second Amendment
positions while also stressing the need to "defend each state's right to conduct and oversee its
election process."
Lindstrom has pointed to his success in gaining legislative approval of his bill to completely phase out
state income taxation of Social Security benefits along with an overall legislative record of supporting
tax relief.  He proposes action to "cut red tape for small business" and identifies himself as pro-life
and as a supporter of Second Amendment gun rights.
Although his name won't be on the ballot, Trump could conceivably be a big factor in determining
the final outcome. 
Last week, all 22 of the candidates he endorsed in Ohio and Indiana primary elections, including
Senate candidate J. D. Vance in Ohio, won. Vance prevailed in a four-candidate scrap with 32% of the
vote.  
What could be developing in the final days of the campaign might be a potential repeat of the down-
to-the-wire 2014 Republican gubernatorial primary election in Nebraska, which Ricketts won with
just 26.5% of the vote.
There are nine Republican candidates for governor on the ballot this year, including former state
Sen. Theresa Thibodeau of Omaha, but only Pillen, Herbster and Lindstrom appear to have had the
resources needed to win.
In 2014, four well-resourced candidates split most of the vote although there were six names on the
Republican ballot. That, in effect, reduced the percentage of votes required to win.
Ricketts ultimately defeated Attorney General Jon Bruning by one percentage point and 2,347 votes
in a race that was so close that Ricketts suggested that Bruning might be conceding too early when
the attorney general called him on election night.   
The other well-known and well-resourced candidates at the time were State Auditor Mike Foley,
now Ricketts' lieutenant governor and a supporter of Herbster despite the governor's endorsement
of Pillen, and then-Sen. Beau McCoy of Omaha, whose campaign was funded by Herbster after he
dropped out of the race, citing his wife's health challenges.
McCoy now is a marketing director at Conklin Co., which is owned by Herbster.
In addition to the top three and Thibodeau of Omaha, other Republicans running for the GOP
nomination are Michael Connely of York; Lela McNinch and Donna Nicole Carpenter, both of Lincoln;







Breland Ridenour of Elkhorn; and Troy Wentz of Sterling.
On the Democratic side of the ticket, Carol Blood of Bellevue is running against Roy Harris of
Linwood. Scott Zimmerman of Omaha is a Libertarian candidate.
By Don Walton
 


AP: 2022 midterms: What to watch in Nebraska, West
Virginia


 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The top race in Tuesday’s primary elections in Nebraska and West Virginia is a
heavily contested Republican primary for Nebraska governor, featuring a Donald Trump-endorsed
candidate who has been accused of groping multiple women.
Voters in Nebraska will also be nominating candidates to replace former U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, a
Republican convicted in March on charges he lied to federal authorities about an illegal campaign
contribution he received from a Nigerian billionaire.
In West Virginia, two incumbent congressmen are facing off in a Republican primary after
redistricting cost the state a seat in the U.S. House.
What to watch as Tuesday’s primaries unfold:
HOW MUCH SWAY DOES TRUMP HAVE IN NEBRASKA?
In Nebraska’s Republican primary for governor, Trump has endorsed Charles Herbster, a wealthy
agribusinessman and cattle breeder who has positioned himself as a political outsider.
Herbster has recently faced allegations that he groped young women, including a Nebraska state
senator and a former legislative staffer. He vehemently denies the accusations and has filed a
defamation lawsuit against the lawmaker, state Sen. Julie Slama. She filed a countersuit, accusing
Herbster of sexual battery. Despite the allegations, Trump has stood by Herbster and appeared with
him at a rally last week.
His main rival is University of Nebraska regent Jim Pillen, a former college football player and
veterinarian who owns a hog farm operation and swine breeding-stock company. Pillen has won
support from high-profile conservatives, including Gov. Pete Ricketts, former Gov. Kay Orr, the
influential Nebraska Farm Bureau and former Nebraska football coach Tom Osborne.
And in a surprising twist, state Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha has risen to top-tier status as well with
support from Omaha’s Republican mayor and ads in which he pitches himself as a “new generation”
of leader. He is considered the more moderate option to Herbster and Pillen.
The winner of the GOP primary is expected to face state Sen. Carol Blood, who is all but certain to
win the Democratic nomination for governor over a little-known candidate who hasn’t actively
campaigned.
HOW DID A CONGRESSMAN’S CONVICTION RESHAPE THE PRIMARY?
U.S. House primary races are usually low-key affairs in Nebraska, with little turnover among the
Republican incumbents. But the state has an open seat this year following Fortenberry’s resignation.
Fortenberry initially planned to seek reelection to a 10th term despite a federal indictment and
launched attack ads against his main challenger, Republican state Sen. Mike Flood. He dropped his
bid after his conviction, and Flood gained momentum with endorsements from Ricketts and former
Gov. Dave Heineman.
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Flood is now the strong favorite to win the nomination for the 1st Congressional District out of a
field of five Republican candidates. Fortenberry’s name will still appear on the ballot because he
withdrew after the state’s deadline to certify candidates.
The GOP nominee is expected to face Democratic state Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks in November.
Pansing Brooks is running against University of Nebraska-Lincoln student Jazari Kual Zakaria in the
Democratic primary.
Flood and Pansing Brooks will also face each other in a June 28 special election to decide who serves
the rest of Fortenberry’s term. The November general election will determine who fills the seat
starting in January 2023.
The 1st Congressional District encompasses a stretch of eastern Nebraska, excluding Omaha and
most of its suburbs. The Republican-leaning district includes Lincoln as well as large stretches of
farmland and small towns.
HOW MUCH DO INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS MATTER TO WEST VIRGINIA VOTERS?
A Republican primary in West Virginia’s 2nd Congressional District between two incumbents could
hang on support for President Joe Biden’s $1.2 trillion infrastructure law in the GOP-leaning state.
One of the incumbents, Rep. David McKinley, was among 13 House Republicans to vote for the bill.
He cited the state’s “D” infrastructure grade from the American Society of Civil Engineers, saying it
would have been a betrayal to vote based on “party politics” on an issue so important to residents.
West Virginia, one of the nation’s poorest states, is slated to get $6 billion in infrastructure money.
The other incumbent, Rep. Alex Mooney, voted against the infrastructure bill and won Trump’s
endorsement the day Biden signed the measure into law. Mooney and Trump have called McKinley
and other Republicans who voted for the infrastructure bill RINOs, or “Republicans In Name Only.”
Mooney called the bill “Biden and Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s spending masterplan” and said it will
contribute to inflation.
While in Congress, McKinley and Mooney voted together the vast majority of the time. But the
infrastructure vote will serve as a test of Trump’s clout in a state that wholeheartedly embraced him
in two presidential elections.
By Grant Schulte
 


Nebraska Examiner: Evnen faces two challengers in GOP
primary for Nebraska Secretary of State


 
LINCOLN — Incumbent Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen is being challenged in the Republican
primary by two candidates who claim the 2020 election was stolen from former President Donald
Trump.
The race is being spiced by claims that voter fraud has occurred under Evnen’s watch, and
counterclaims by the first-term secretary of state that all allegations have been investigated and
refuted.
Candidates Robert Borer of Lincoln and Rex Schroder of Palmyra both insist that President Joe Biden
did not win the voting in Nebraska’s 2nd Congressional District — a race he won by more than
22,000 votes — and should not have been awarded the one electoral vote from that district.
Trump ‘partly won’
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“Donald Trump didn’t win Nebraska, he partly won — we had one electoral vote stolen from us,”
said Borer, a 63-year-old retired Lincoln firefighter.
Both Borer and Schroder, a 49-year-old small business owner and former Palmyra fire chief, claimed
to find several instances of fraudulent votes after making public information requests of the
Secretary of State’s Office, Nebraska Attorney General’s Office and others.
 “Stuff just didn’t line up,” Schroder said.
But Evnen, a 69-year-old attorney from Lincoln, said that his office has investigated every allegation
of voter fraud it has received, as well as other claims it learned about, and “haven’t found any
validity or merit to any of them.”
‘Fake vs. Fact’
In March, he published a 20-page PowerPoint presentation entitled “Fake vs. Fact” that addresses,
one by one, claims that voting is rigged, voter registration lists are inaccurate and the state’s voting
counting machines have been corrupted.
“There’s a lot of speculation about what could happen, but there isn’t any evidence that it did,”
Evnen said. “There’s lots of evidence it didn’t.”
Both Borer and Schroder said that if elected, they would immediately cancel the state’s contract
with Omaha-based Election Systems & Software to provide vote-counting machines for Nebraska
and would switch to hand-counting of ballots, by mostly volunteers, at the precinct level.
Borer said the government used “the scamdemic” to infringe on people’s constitutional rights and to
steal the election via unsupervised ballot drop boxes and not extensive tracking of the “chain of
custody” of mail ballots.
“What did we see the last two years? Rank infringement, rank denial and rank tyranny. It was about
scaring people to death,” he said.
Fraud in ‘every county’
He claimed that “statisticians” who have analyzed the 2020 election results have found fraud in
every county.
Evnen, in his PowerPoint subtitled “Setting the Record Straight about Nebraska Elections,” and in an
interview, disputed that. 
One claim was that the vote count for Trump declined several times on election night. But Evnen
said that was a mistake made by a third-party vendor for the New York Times and not one repeated
in the official count from the Secretary of State’s Office.
Another claim was that 10 Nebraska counties had more registered voters than population. Evnen
said that there were five counties like that, and all were small, rural counties.
He that happens because voters cannot be removed from the voter rolls until they haven’t voted in
two federal elections. There are also college students who are registered at home but are counted in
the census at their college location, Evnen said, contributing to slightly more registered voters than
population.
‘Common practice’
Borer said he could prove that there was fraud in the 2020 elections if Evnen would “give me the
keys” to the vote-counting machines.
Evnen said that the contract with ES&S requires “penetration and vulnerability scans” by an
independent tester, and that making those scans public could lead to improper and nefarious use of
the information.
“It is a common practice, and a best practice, not to disclose results of penetration and vulnerability
scans,” Evnen said in the “Fake vs. Fact” presentation.
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Borer filed a conflict of interest complaint on April 25 against Evnen over the “Fake vs. Fact”
PowerPoint — which is posted on a state website — saying that the secretary of state was using
state resources to produce campaign “talking points.”
Evnen, when asked about the complaint, said that “there are some people who don’t like when we
put out information that runs counter to their claims.” The complaint is still pending with the
Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Commission.
Schroder also disputes that Evnen has “run to the ground” all claims of voting irregularities in
Nebraska. Schroder said he would order a full forensic audit of at least the 2020 vote in Douglas,
Sarpy and Lancaster Counties.
‘Not establishment’
“I am not an establishment, crooked politician. I’m just your average guy who’s ticked off,” Schroder
said. 
He said he would virtually eliminate absentee voting, limiting it to those serving in the military and
the elderly living in nursing homes who could not make it to a polling place.
Schroder said that the millions saved by canceling the ES&S contract could be used to pay people to
hand count ballots if not enough volunteers could be found.
Despite the criticism from Borer and Schroder, Evnen, a former counsel to the Nebraska Republican
Party, is endorsed by two dozen state senators, including Sen. Tom Brewer, who heads the state
legislative committee that handles election integrity. Evnen is also endorsed by Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Backs voter ID
Evnen said he supports requiring voter identification and returning Nebraska to a winner-take-all
system of awarding electoral votes. He was successful this year in getting legislation passed that
ensures greater security of ballot drop boxes and bans private funding of elections.
He said he was unaware, until later, that Lancaster County had accepted funds from Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg to help pay for costs of the 2020 election but said such donations are
wrong. At least one group, Civic Nebraska, defended the acceptance of the so-called “Zuckerbucks,”
saying the money was used to pay for COVID-19 protective gear for poll workers.
If campaign spending is any indication, Evnen is not taking the primary race for granted.
He has spent about $153,000 so far in his re-election bid, according to reports filed with the state
Accountability and Disclosure Commission. His fund-raising included a personal loan of $20,000, as
well as a $15,000 donation from the Nebraska Realtors Association. (The secretary of state serves as
the chair of the Nebraska Real Estate Commission.)
Borer raised $39,000
Borer has raised about $39,000 for his challenge and spent about $31,000, mostly on campaign signs
and radio advertising.
His biggest contribution has been $5,000 from Regier Equipment of Madrid, Nebraska.
Schroder did not file a campaign spending report, which is required only if a campaign raises or
spends at least $5,000 in one year.
By Paul Hammel
 


Nebraska Examiner: Herbster, Pillen in dead heat in
Nebraska GOP governor’s race, analyst says







 
WAHOO, Nebraska — Most of the hay is in the barn by this point in Nebraska’s Republican
gubernatorial primary, after months of campaign stops, ads, endorsements and noise.
Polling shows a race that could go any of three ways, said Logan Phillips, the national political analyst
whose RacetotheWH.com correctly predicted the GOP’s U.S. Senate primary in Ohio.
His model shows a dead heat at the top between Conklin Co. CEO Charles Herbster and University of
Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen. It gives State Sen. Brett Lindstrom a solid chance to win, too.
“My model has this race as what might be the most competitive race I have information on,” Phillips
said. “Trump’s influence has been less than I expected.”
RacetotheWH.com gives Herbster a 44% chance of winning, Pillen a 42% chance of winning, and
Lindstrom a 14% chance. Phillips projects that all three candidates will secure between 20% and 30%
of the vote.
Phillips bases his projections on who wins most often out of 10,000 simulations. He factors in polling,
fundraising, endorsements, election experience and Google searches in the race’s last week.
Most polling shows only those three within range of winning the primary among nine GOP
candidates in the race. The next closest to the top three is former State Sen. Theresa Thibodeau,
whom Phillips’ model gives a 0.2% chance to win. The winner of Tuesday’s primary will likely face
State Sen. Carol Blood, who faces only a nominal primary challenge.
Each of the primary race’s three contenders spent the race’s final days hammering home themes
from their campaigns.
Herbster has spent the last few days hosting rallies in person or by phone where he speaks about
national issues like immigration and re-litigating the 2020 election for former President Donald
Trump, who endorsed him and held a rally. 
When he speaks about Nebraska issues, he speaks about the need for tax reform in Nebraska,
though he offers few specifics on what he’d like to change.
“The fact that we brag about the fact that we’re the only state in the United States that has a one-
house Legislature, and we’re proud of that,” Herbster said at a Wahoo stop last week. “That’s like
bragging about the 1967 tax law and how it’s great today.”
He has run as a political outsider, but spent much of his campaign touting ties to national GOP
insiders and has been joined at rallies in the final weeks by Trump, Trump economist Stephen Moore
and embattled U.S. Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida.
Herbster calls the groping allegations of eight women against him “fake news,” and has said he
would ban sex education in K-12 schools. He says some textbooks should be burned. 
The race’s best-known candidate, University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen, may have fumbled an
early name ID advantage from his Husker playing days by not matching Herbster’s first TV ad
purchases.
Pillen campaigned in small groups across the state, holding more than 400 meetings with voters in
Nebraska’s 93 counties, including 30 with the Nebraska Farm Bureau.
The hog producer avoided traditional debates, preferring candidate forums. Pillen has proposed
capping school spending growth so state property tax relief funds make a bigger dent.
The education part of Pillen’s playbook emphasizes the need to steer more K-12 students toward
internships, apprenticeships and training in the trades beyond the college path. 
He has spent the race’s final days calling voters and preparing for a final campaign swing with key
supporters Gov. Pete Ricketts, former Gov. Kay Orr and his coach at Nebraska, Tom Osborne.
“I’m running for governor to keep our kids here with great opportunities, cut taxes, defend
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agriculture, strengthen our rural communities, end abortion and critical race theory, and preserve
our conservative values,” Pillen said in a statement Sunday. 
The race’s upstart contender, State Sen. Brett Lindstrom, has taken a beating in the race’s final
stretch from outside ads after gaining momentum for running a positive campaign.
At last count, outside groups tied to Ricketts and others had run more than $1.6 million in negative
ads against Lindstrom. Lindstrom raised a total of $2.52 million for his bid.
Some conservatives have questioned Lindstrom’s 2015 vote to repeal the death penalty, which
voters restored by initiative petition and he now says he would enforce as governor, and to boost
roads funding with an increase in the gas tax.
Lindstrom, a financial adviser, spent much of the spring in session. Senators passed Nebraska’s
largest tax cut, including accelerating his income tax cut on Social Security payments.
“The momentum is real,” Lindstrom said during an Omaha fundraiser with a key supporter, Mayor
Jean Stothert. “They’ve been doubling down, tripling down, quadrupling down, which is a positive
sign. So we’re going to continue to stay positive.”
The race’s biggest wildcard could be what more than 8,000 party switchers do. The Nebraska
Democratic Party lost 5,625 voters over the same span. And nonpartisans lost 2,631.
Two nonpartisans who spoke to the Nebraska Examiner at Herbster’s Trump rally said they might
vote for Herbster. Voters had until May 2 to change their registration for the primary. Others said
they switched to vote for Lindstrom or Pillen.
“I certainly think that’s a major wildcard,” said Paul Landow, a political science professor at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha with experience in campaigns.”It’s unusual, and it’s unclear how it
will affect the race. 
“But it almost certainly will.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Washington Examiner: 'We think for ourselves': Nebraska
GOP governor candidate expects victory without Trump
endorsement


 
Though a Republican candidate endorsed by former President Donald Trump has yet to lose a
primary in the 2022 midterm election cycle, one Nebraska candidate expects to break the streak this
coming Tuesday.
Jim Pillen, a Republican running in the Nebraska gubernatorial race, has attended nearly 400 events
in all 93 Nebraska counties since starting his campaign and says he has received "amazing support
every step of the way." Although Pillen is not Trump's preferred candidate, he has been endorsed by
a line of top conservatives in the state, including Gov. Pete Ricketts, Attorney General Doug
Peterson, former Gov. Kay Orr, and "many thousands more," he told the Washington Examiner.
"Here in Nebraska, we think for ourselves, care for our neighbors, and care about what our
neighbors think," Pillen said when asked if a Trump endorsement is important to a candidate's
victory. "The polling is clear: Republican voters are going to make up their own minds about who our
Republican gubernatorial nominee is."
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Pillen, a University of Nebraska regent and hog producer, will be running against Trump-
endorsed businessman Charles Herbster and state Sen. Brett Lindstrom in the primary election. He
does not know if Trump would endorse him should he win Tuesday but says he is "completely
focused on the work" needed to win.
Pillen said he has never met with or spoken to Trump but noted he did vote for Trump in 2016 and
2020 and is "thankful for all his administration accomplished for America."
Ricketts cannot run again due to term limits. On the Democratic side, state Sen. Carol Blood and Roy
Harris are running.
A polling memo released by Pillen's campaign shows him with a slight but growing lead in the GOP
primary race. The WPAi Intelligence survey, which has a margin of error of roughly 4.4 percentage
points and was conducted by phone from April 30 to May 2, shows Pillen with 31% support, 4 points
above the next closest candidate, Herbster. Prior polling released by Herbster's and Lindstrom's
campaigns also showed a close race, according to the Omaha World-Herald.
If elected governor, Pillen said he plans to "keep Nebraska great for our kids" by shrinking the state's
government in addition to "better [controlling] government spending." He also plans to give the
state "transformational tax change," especially for property taxes, and seeks "to preserve and
defend the commonsense, Christian, conservative values" in the state.
Calling himself "the most conservative candidate in this race," Pillen described his principles as being
"backed by a lifetime of experience," saying he is the only Nebraska candidate "to earn a living day
in, day out in production agriculture" and the only candidate "who has built a Nebraska business
creating thousands of good-paying Nebraska jobs."
"My conservatism isn't just my platform in this campaign — it's the way I've built my business, raised
my family, and lived my life," Pillen said. "Voters are facing very clear choices in this race, both on
Tuesday and in November."
Disclosure: Pillen's deputy campaign manager, John Gage, was a reporter for the Washington
Examiner for roughly a year between 2019-2020.
By Asher Notheis
 


OWH: Books, buses, bleachers and bathrooms: Schools have
long shopping list with federal 'rescue' aid


 
Nebraska school districts are cashing in on the massive federal rescue package Congress passed last
year to provide pandemic relief.
They’re buying everything from buses to bathroom fixtures, stadium bleachers and robots, but the
most popular purchase is curriculum — the books, online resources and other materials for teaching.
The $492 million allocated to Nebraska districts through the American Rescue Plan Act is proving to
be less of a rescue and more of a reward for getting kids back into in-person learning ahead of other
states.
Some of the spending is clearly related to COVID-19 recovery and prevention, addressing mental
health and learning loss, according to a World-Herald review of district spending plans.
Not all of it, however.
Congress wrote the spending rules so broadly that, with few exceptions, virtually any education-
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related expense can be justified. Congress said only 20% must be used to address learning loss. They
put few restrictions on spending the rest.
Plattsmouth Community Schools’ plan includes installing bleachers on the visitors’ side of their high
school football stadium.
“It’s a little difficult to get adequate social distancing when you have one set of bleachers on one
side of the field,” Superintendent Richard Hasty said. “The goal with the bleachers is to improve
distancing between everyone.”
Hasty said the idea for bleachers came up while health officials were still recommending separating
student groups to reduce disease spread.
“Obviously it came about during COVID, but that’s probably helpful regardless of what the health
concern might be, to have people separated and distanced,” Hasty said.
More than two-thirds of districts — including Bellevue and several metro Omaha districts —
indicated they’re buying curriculum, primarily in core academic areas of math, science, English
language arts and social studies.
A smaller number of districts plan to buy social-emotional curriculum. Those are classroom lessons
meant to socialize children by increasing their awareness of self and society, along with improving
relationship and decision-making skills.
After curriculum, the most popular purchases are heating-and-air-conditioning units, followed by
classroom technology — everything from whiteboards to iPads and robots that allow sick or
quarantining students to participate remotely in the classroom.
Some districts are buying buses, SUVs and vans.
Others are renovating school kitchens and bathrooms, replacing school windows, expanding
classrooms and weight rooms, adding playgrounds.
They’re hiring teachers, counselors, social workers, therapists and curriculum experts.
Some are replacing drinking fountains with bottle-filling stations or putting portable air filters in
classrooms.
The money is from the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund — referred to as
ESSER III and allocated through the 2021 American Rescue Plan. Districts have until Sept. 30, 2024,
to spend their share of the funds.
Earlier rounds of ESSER funding was allocated through previous federal COVID relief measures,
including the 2020 CARES Act.
Nebraska schools didn’t need rescuing as badly as schools in other states.
The state’s schools were among the first in the country to return to offering in-person learning. That
meant students didn’t fall as far behind academically as their peers elsewhere.
Chad Aldeman, policy director for Georgetown University’s Edunomics Lab, said the funding has
been beneficial but data show it might not have been as needed in Nebraska.
Only about 3% of Nebraska school districts have used money in the last round of COVID-19 relief
funding, according to the U.S. Department of Education. Districts have spent 21% of ESSER II and
91% of ESSER I funds.
“There is still opportunity for them to spend that money, but it suggests that reopening wasn’t really
based on the need for money,” he said.
Nebraska districts are spending much of it on normal school expenses or wish-list projects that
otherwise would have required a bond issue or just remained on the back burner.
The allocations were based on Title I poverty funding, so high-poverty districts received the most
money.
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The Omaha Public Schools, for instance, got $194.4 million. About 78% of its students qualified for
free or reduced-price school meals last year, according to the Nebraska Department of Education.
The Elkhorn Public Schools, with 10% low-income kids and about one-fifth as many students,
received $899,000.
That’s almost $3,800 a kid versus less than $85 a kid.
Of the state’s 244 districts, two Nebraska districts declined the money: Cross County and Hayes
Center. Five of them didn’t receive any ESSER III money at all: Elgin, Arthur County, Exeter-Milligan,
McPherson County and Sioux County.
School officials in Cross County and Hayes Center didn’t return calls or emails to The World-Herald to
explain why they declined the funding.
David Jespersen, spokesman for the Nebraska Department of Education, said the five districts that
didn’t receive any ESSER money had previously declined to receive Title I poverty funding from the
government, in turn taking away their chance to receive any COVID-19 relief dollars.
These districts still received some funding from the portion of money the state received for itself,
Jespersen said. On top of the $492 million being allocated to districts, Nebraska has nearly $55
million for statewide investments.
States weren’t allowed to cut back on state school funding and replace it with the aid. As a result,
the federal money represents a significant boost above local school budgets.
Robert Moore, assistant superintendent of the Bellevue Public Schools, said the challenge in his
district was to “find good ways to put that money to work for us.”
“When they say all of a sudden that you have $6.3 million, that’s a blessing and a curse,” Moore said
of his district’s allotment. “It’s hard to spend that amount of money.”
By Lauren Wagner and Joe Dejka
 


OWH: How are Nebraska school districts spending federal
COVID relief?


 
Nebraska schools received nearly $492 million in the latest round of federal COVID-19 aid to spend
on a variety of projects. At least 20% is required to go toward addressing student learning loss.
While schools had to meet specific requirements for allocations, the rules were written to leave a lot
of flexibility for spending decisions.
Districts have taken advantage by planning purchases they have never been able to before. The
following are examples of how Nebraska schools are spending the money:
Curriculum
Robert Moore, assistant superintendent of the Bellevue Public Schools, isn’t surprised that districts
are buying curriculum.
During normal times, curriculum is “an enormous purchase for most districts,” he said.
His district plans to spend $1.84 million of its $6.3 million federal allotment on curriculum, primarily
for English language arts and math.
That was a logical decision, he said, because the state just updated English language arts standards
and will do the same for math this year.
The Gretna Public Schools are using all of their allotment of more than $1 million to update the







district’s reading curriculum for kindergarten through sixth grade.
The decision was an easy one and will address learning loss, Superintendent Rich Beran said.
“We could have done summer school, we could have done all these things, but it was just easier.
‘Here, let’s do this.’ Boom. It’s straightforward, they approve it quick,” he said. “It just made sense to
do that.”
Social-emotional curriculum
More than a dozen districts indicated interest in buying a social-emotional curriculum.
Several districts mentioned a curriculum called Second Step, a product of a Seattle, Washington,
nonprofit called Committee for Children.
Creighton Public Schools bought the curriculum for kindergarten through fifth-grade students.
Superintendent Josh Weber said Second Step curriculum addresses various topics including
recognizing bullying and harassment, and how to stand up to those things, while managing emotions
and reducing stress.
“About 20 minutes once a week they would have the opportunity to go through some of these
lessons with our guidance counselor,” he said.
At the high school level, Creighton officials are looking to host speakers “to talk about school climate
and culture and how do we improve that, and how do we create more ownership for students within
our school,” he said.
The Nebraska Department of Education states on its website that social and emotional learning “is
an integral part of education and human development.” It helps kids “to develop healthy identities,
manage emotions and achieve personal and collective goals” and it “advances educational equity
and excellence.”
In recent years social-emotional learning has come under fire from some conservatives, who say it is
a vehicle for bringing progressive ideas about sex and race into the classroom.
Mental health
About 20% of districts have stated they want to use the money to address mental health issues for
both students and staff.
Many are hiring more licensed mental health practitioners to allow more students to receive
therapy, or giving existing staff more hours to help students.
Winnebago Public Schools are directing the majority of their federal dollars, along with special
building funds, to build a facility that houses therapists, truancy officers and other mental health
services.
Superintendent Dan Fehringer said the district already has some therapists, but it needs more room
to meet everyone’s needs.
“If the children are not social emotionally ready, it doesn’t matter what curriculum you have,”
Fehringer said. “We already had a high need for mental health services and it continues to be a high
need even more so after the pandemic.”
Douglas County West Community Schools Superintendent Melissa Poloncic said a survey of her
district’s staff and parents indicated mental health as a high priority.
The district is using ESSER III money to partner with Region 6 Behavioral Health Care to get therapists
into schools to serve kids and families.
Therapists from CHI will be available on campus probably once a week, Poloncic said.
District officials were interested in addressing children’s mental health before the pandemic, but the
last two years highlighted the need, she said.
“I think we’re seeing what was lost in the pandemic, for kids and families, was the social aspect,”







Poloncic said.
Larger school districts are also using the money in creative ways to help address mental health
concerns. The Omaha Public Schools are dedicating $2.5 million to employee wellness programs and
the Grand Island Public Schools are establishing teletherapy services for students.
Hiring
At least 60 districts are planning to hire staff to help in the classroom and with school operations,
including teachers, paraprofessionals, custodians and nutrition service employees.
The main problem with hiring staff with ESSER money is that new employee salaries will remain an
ongoing expense after the spending deadline, which ranges from the end of this year to 2024 for all
three rounds.
Hastings Public Schools are planning to spend more than $600,000 to hire teachers to reduce
classroom sizes, especially at the highest poverty schools, Superintendent Jeff Schneider said.
Schneider said a lot of the funding in ESSER III is continuing the employment of staff hired in the
previous two rounds. The future for those staff still remains uncertain — Schneider said he won’t
know how many employees the district will be able to keep until he knows how much state aid
Hastings will receive in 2024.
“We absolutely tried to do this responsibly, so we didn’t fall off a cliff after the 2023-24 school year,
but I think we will have to make adjustments,” he said.
Summerland Public Schools have a similar spending plan for hiring staff, but the district will absorb
the positions into its budget once the federal money runs out. Superintendent Kyle Finke said the
district added an instructional coach and paraprofessionals who have been key to helping students
get back on track.
“We will have to go about finding it within our budget to keep them,” he said. “I don’t see us not
hiring these staff members back.”
Heating and air
More than 4 in 10 districts plan to upgrade heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems to
improve air quality for kids and teachers.
High demand and supply chain issues are delaying some projects.
Creek Valley Public Schools used the federal money to help pay for HVAC units with virus-killing
technology. Its ESSER III allocation was about $331,000.
The district went with two types of systems: one with bipolar ionization in 13 classrooms, the other
with UV-C lamps in the library, gym and a couple of classrooms.
For the first time, the gym now has air conditioning, said Pat Ningen, Creek Valley superintendent.
The new classroom units are quieter than the water-based system of the late 1980s and early 1990s
that they replaced, he said.
“You could hear them when you went into the classroom,” he said. “Now you can’t really hear
much.”
Trevor Drebla, estimator and project manager for Johnson’s Plumbing and Heating of Norfolk, said
demand for HVAC units has contributed to “unprecedented” wait times for delivery.
For some rooftop units, the wait can be 32 weeks, he said.
In addition, manufacturers have had trouble getting some materials, especially computer chips, he
said.
“It’s kind of the perfect storm where we’ve got a huge demand right now and then the backlogged
supply, and so it’s coming to a head and it’s starting to hurt a little bit.”
In the Pawnee City Public Schools, officials originally planned to spend 80% of their $546,762 on
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HVAC and building improvements.
They had to reconsider when the bid for the air quality improvement project came in twice the cost
estimate, Superintendent Brian Rottinghaus said.
“We will likely be revisiting and updating in the near future because the major air-quality
improvement project will not now be able to be done due to the bid coming in far too high,” he said.
Technology
More than a third of districts are planning to purchase more technology — anything from laptops,
desktops and iPads to more unique devices to help learning.
Malcolm Public Schools will be buying classroom audio distribution equipment this summer, said
Superintendent Ryan Terwilliger. Teachers will wear a device that is similar to a microphone around
their neck and it will transmit sound throughout the room.
“It’s interesting tech. It sounds like the teacher is right next to you,” he said. “We have some kids
who have hearing issues so it will be good for them. The research has shown it improves
performance for all kids.”
Students who are home sick will still be able to be present during a classroom lesson with new
technology at Winside Public Schools.
Superintendent Andrew Offner said the district is planning to purchase two robots, for about $4,500
each, that students will be able to take control of from their laptops at home in order to learn
remotely.
The student, teacher and peers will be able to see each other through a video-chat like screen. The
student operating the robot will also be able to move around the classroom and talk to other people.
Renovations and additions
Cedar Bluffs Public Schools plan to expand the school cafeteria and kitchen, with a dual aim:
shortening the lunch lines and spacing out students to improve social distancing, Superintendent
Harlan Ptomey said.
The project has been slowed by supply chain issues, including getting metal for the structure, he
said.
“The last building we did I think we did it for under $140 to $150 a square foot price,” Ptomey said.
“They’re estimating like $250 per square foot price this year. It’s like, Jiminy Christmas.”
During the worst of the pandemic, students were eating in classrooms and hallways to social
distance, he said.
Bond issues for projects like this have been a tough sell with voters, especially because half of the
students live outside the district, he said.
“We’ve known a long time ago that there’s no way we pass a bond, so we’ve always tried to be
creative,” he said.
In Centura Public Schools, officials are taking aim at the high school bathrooms.
The plan is to remodel the space, replace original out-of-date and broken fixtures, add more stalls
for the girls and bring the facilities into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
The bathrooms are in such bad shape that kids avoid using them, Superintendent Ryan Ruhl said.
“We were trying to find a way to attack it right away, because our kids were walking further down
the hallway to use different bathrooms because it was getting that bad,” Ruhl said.
If not for the federal money, the project would probably have required a bond issue, he said.
The new bathrooms will have automatic touchless toilets and faucets, which Ruhl said would
improve sanitation and prevent the spread of germs.
The Grand Island Public Schools are also spending about half of their $18 million in funding to







renovate 10 schools and purchase technology. Many of the construction projects are focused on
building more secure building entrances.
Other spending
Some districts have plans to use the money for more unique allocations.
Walthill Public Schools are looking to train all staff in the National Incident Management System,
which are practices for school emergency management. The district also wants to buy safety signs
and materials, plus host mock exercises through the “I Love U Guys” Foundation, which helps
schools work on response protocols.
The Bellevue Public Schools plan to spend $300,000 as “seed money” to explore the feasibility, cost
and possible curriculum for a new virtual school.
According to Moore, the assistant superintendent, the school could potentially serve as an
alternative for some families but also help the district prepare to respond to future school closures.
“The lessons that we might learn from doing this could help us if we ever have another pandemic, if
we ever have another situation where we’re out, so we can be more effective in taking care of all of
our kids,” Moore said.
By Lauren Wagner and Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Rains have eased drought and fire risk in Nebraska —
for now


 
The rain has finally come, and with it, the good news text messages have followed.
“I cannot tell you how much we needed that,” one Nebraska farmer texted UNL Climatologist
Gannon Rush. “Things were looking pretty gloomy.”
“We are beyond happy right now,” another farmer wrote to Rush. “We thought the pivots were
going to be working overtime.”
Rush tracks the weather and its impacts for the High Plains Regional Climate Center, housed at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
He said the recent rains have been just what the state needed in the wake of drought, wildfires and
dismal ag conditions.
For the week April 28 to May 4, virtually the entire state received at least an inch of rain, according
to the High Plains Climate Center, and a large swath received 3 to 4 inches, if not more. The Omaha
metro area has received more than 2 inches since April 28, according to the National Weather
Service.
“This could not have not come at a better time,” Rush said. “We all saw how everything was shaping
up — with fire and heading into the planting season pretty dry. It was looking pretty gloomy.”
While nearly all of Nebraska remains in drought, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor, the rain has
lessened its severity. About 62% of the state was in severe to extreme drought as of last week, down
from 76% the week before. Those percentages are expected to improve again this week.
“The fire risk has decreased substantially,” said Cliff Cole, meteorologist with the National Weather
Service office in North Platte. “It’s absolutely good news.”
Aggressive wildfires in April burned more than 118,000 acres across the state, claiming two lives and
injuring at least 15.







Rush said some of the rains have been gully-washers that generated high totals but didn’t generate
much benefit because the water ran off. Other rains have been gentle enough to soak in.
Northwest of Columbus, a volunteer weather observer reported 6.29 inches in a single storm on
April 28, Rush said. There were unconfirmed reports of 10-plus inches of rain in that area, he said.
Near Arapahoe in southwest Nebraska, where about 35,000 acres burned in early April, more than
4½ inches of rain fell from late April into early May, he said
“That is more precipitation in one week for that area than the past seven months combined,” Rush
said.
Still, the drought isn’t over, both Rush and Cole said.
“It’s important to remember that May and June are our money months for rainfall,” Cole said.
“That’s when we get our heaviest rains. In July, the rains become a little more hit or miss.”
The national Climate Prediction Center’s long-term outlook indicates that above-average
temperatures and below- normal rainfall could be the dominant pattern through July. If that
happens, a couple of bad heat waves and drought-like weather would erase spring gains.
“This has been a great step for us, but people need to be cautious that this might not continue,”
Rush said.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Douglas County election commissioner predicts
potential record-breaking turnout for primary election


 
Election officials in Nebraska are anticipating high turnout statewide and potential record-breaking
numbers in Douglas County for Tuesday’s primary election.
Douglas County Election Commissioner Brian Kruse said Friday that he expects 35% of the county’s
registered voters to fill out ballots in the primary.
The predicted figure would surpass Douglas County’s primary turnout record set in 2020, which was
33.6%, according to the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office.
The 2020 election heavily leaned on mail-in ballots because of the coronavirus pandemic, as Kruse
and other election officials chose to send out ballot request forms to all registered voters in the
state.
If Kruse’s prediction holds true, the figure would be much higher than the county’s previous record
for turnout in a statewide gubernatorial primary election: 27.6% in 2006, when former Husker
football coach and U.S. Rep. Tom Osborne ran against incumbent Gov. Dave Heineman.
Statewide, Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen also predicted turnout of 35%. That would fall
short of the record for statewide turnout in a primary — 40.5% in 2020 — but it would come close
to the statewide record in a gubernatorial primary. The current record, from 2006, is 35.1% turnout.
The state’s third most populous county, Sarpy County, also anticipates a decline from record high
turnout in 2020. Sarpy Election Commissioner Emily Ethington predicted turnout will clock in at
about 30%, down from 37.1% in 2020’s primary.
Tuesday’s top contest is the Republican governor’s race, where businessman Charles Herbster, hog
producer Jim Pillen and State Sen. Brett Lindstrom are viewed as the front-runners, based on a series
of polls and fundraising numbers. The Nebraska GOP opted to keep its primary closed, meaning only







registered Republicans can vote in the race.
“This election cycle has piqued the interest of voters in Douglas County,” Kruse said. “We may very
well have a record turnout for a gubernatorial primary election.”
Kruse said his office sent out nearly 85,000 early voting ballots this year, which is a new high. He
reminded voters to drop off ballots in one of the 13 drop box locations across the metro area to
ensure that their ballots are received by the 8 p.m. Tuesday deadline.
Evnen said that 227,679 early voting ballots were sent across the state, and 122,679 have been
returned as of Friday.
If voters plan to vote in person, polling places will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday.
By Alia Conley
 


OWH: Nebraska Democrats make bid to become early
presidential primary in 2024


 
LINCOLN — The Nebraska Democratic Party submitted a letter of intent Thursday to the Democratic
National Committee to enter Nebraska as one of the early states in the 2024 presidential nominating
calendar.
The DNC is accepting applications from state parties wishing to be one of the first five states in the
2024 presidential primary lineup. It marks the first time in 50 years that the DNC is considering
restructuring the primary schedule, according to Jane Kleeb, chair of the state party. Since 1972,
Iowa has been the first contest, followed by New Hampshire.
If Nebraska is successful in its campaign, it would replace Iowa as the first state to represent the
Midwestern district, but that would not necessarily put Nebraska first in the overall schedule. The
DNC could change the order of what districts go first. It is expected to announce a decision later this
summer.
Becoming one of the first primary states is a powerful position, as Kleeb said the earliest states often
set the pace for the rest of the presidential primaries. According to Kleeb, Iowa stands a real chance
of being ousted from its first position.
Democrats have criticized Iowa’s primary election system, particularly its full caucus, which Kleeb
said can discourage voters from participating. She said people have also argued that Iowa’s
Democratic Party is not diverse enough to be an accurate reflection of the rest of the party.
Nebraska has some competition in the fight. Kleeb said Michigan and Minnesota have also applied to
take Iowa’s place. Kleeb described Nebraska as an “underdog” in the race. Michigan and Minnesota
are more populous, battleground states with higher-ranking Democratic officials to pull for them.
But she said there are multiple reasons why Nebraska would be the best choice.
“We have a lot to sell,” Kleeb said.
Kleeb said Nebraska’s separated electoral districts differentiate it from its competitors. Nebraska and
Maine are the only two states in the U.S. that award Electoral College votes by congressional district.
While Nebraska as a whole heavily favors Republicans, its Omaha-centric 2nd Congressional District
has awarded an electoral vote to a Democratic presidential candidate twice in recent years,
including Joe Biden in 2020.
Within the state, Kleeb said there is a good mix of voters representing a range of demographics,
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including rural areas, military members, people of color and unions.
Though Nebraska has a smaller population, Kleeb said this could benefit the DNC, and increase the
chance of Democrats winning in traditionally red states.
Beyond presidential politics, Democrats have struggled to win in Nebraska, where Republicans —
with a few exceptions — have held a firm grip on statewide and congressional offices in recent years.
While state Democratic parties are jockeying to move up in the presidential primary calendar,
Republicans are maintaining the status quo. The Republican National Committee opted to keep its
calendar, ensuring Iowa will go first in the 2024 Republican presidential nominating contest,
according to the Associated Press.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Court hearing scheduled for June in Herbster, Slama
legal battle


 
LINCOLN — A hearing has been scheduled for June 3 following a flurry of court filings in the legal
battle between gubernatorial candidate Charles W. Herbster and State Sen. Julie Slama.
Herbster filed a defamation lawsuit against the Sterling senator last month, after the Nebraska
Examiner reported allegations from eight women — including Slama — who said Herbster had
groped them in recent years. In response, Slama filed a counterclaim alleging battery.
Court documents at the time showed she gave notice to depose Herbster on Friday, but a member
of Herbster’s campaign indicated that he did not plan to attend the deposition.
Herbster’s lawyers filed court documents Thursday, including a motion to quash the deposition
notice and seek a protective order that limits his deposition to “scheduling at a mutually convenient
time.”
His legal team followed that with another motion, dated Friday, seeking a protective order against
Slama and her legal team, arguing that they were attempting to try the case in the press. It accused
Slama’s attorney of engaging “in repeated gamesmanship” and violating court rules regarding trial
publicity. The motion requested the court impose unspecified “remedies and/or sanctions.”
Slama’s attorney Dave Lopez could not be reached for comment Friday.
The latest filing from the Herbster legal team cited a statement from Slama on Thursday after it
emerged Herbster would not be present for the deposition.
“I am appalled at Charles Herbster’s blatant disregard of Nebraska’s judicial process,” Slama said.
“Charles Herbster sexually assaulted me and then sued me for telling the truth, but now he refuses
to actually show up for his own deposition. I look forward to holding Herbster accountable through
the judicial process.”
The June 3 hearing is scheduled before District Judge Rick Schreiner in Johnson County.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Nebraska health officials report 9 cases of liver illness
in children
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Nebraska health officials Friday reported that they are investigating nine cases of unexplained
hepatitis in young children, including two in Douglas County and two in the health district that
covers Sarpy and Cass Counties.
The Nebraska cases are among a total of 109 such cases in 25 states and territories under study by
the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention dating back to October, agency officials said
Friday.
Worldwide, well over 200 cases have been reported in at least 20 countries, according to the World
Health Organization.
In the U.S., more than 90% of children with the condition had to be hospitalized, said Dr. Jay Butler,
the CDC’s deputy director of infectious diseases. Of them, 14% required liver transplants and five
have died. More than half had a confirmed infection with an adenovirus that commonly causes cold-
like illnesses and gastrointestinal symptoms.
Butler noted that adenovirus has not been confirmed as a cause. While rare, children can develop
hepatitis, an inflammation of the liver with a range of causes, and it’s not uncommon for the cause
to be unknown.
Based on a preliminary analysis with limited data, he said, the agency has not identified a significant
increase in pediatric hepatitis or liver transplants in the U.S. The United Kingdom, however, does
appear to have had an increased number of cases.
The cases the agency is reviewing date back seven months, he said, and some ultimately may not be
linked to the investigation.
“It’s important to note that this is an evolving situation,” Butler said, “and we’re casting a wide net
to help broaden our understanding.”
The nine Nebraska cases were identified between Nov. 5 and March 6, according to the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services. The patients ranged in age from 1 to 9, with a median
age of 2. Three tested positive for adenovirus. No liver transplants or deaths have been identified.
Lindsay Huse, director of the Douglas County Health Department, said the notification should be
more of an alert to parents to keep an eye out for symptoms of hepatitis than a cause for alarm.
Both of the children in Douglas County were hospitalized but have since been released, Huse said.
“This probably seems really scary to parents to hear about,” she said. “But it’s important to keep in
mind it’s very rare.”
Parents should contact their child’s doctor if they notice jaundice or yellowing of the skin or eyes.
Other symptoms may include abdominal pain, vomiting, dark urine or clay-colored stools.
Health care providers who see children under age 10 with hepatitis of unknown origin should notify
their local health department.
To prevent the spread of the adenovirus, people are urged to wash their hands frequently, cover
coughs and sneezes and avoid touching eyes, mouths and noses.
The first reported cases in the U.S. were in Alabama in October. The CDC issued an alert a little more
than two weeks ago outlining nine cases in that state through February. All nine children previously
were healthy and all nine tested positive for adenovirus, with five having a specific strain called
adenovirus 41.
That type of adenovirus typically causes more severe stomach illness but is not usually known as a
cause of hepatitis in otherwise healthy children, Butler said.
Based on initial investigations in the U.S. and abroad, none of the common causes of viral hepatitis,







hepatitis viruses A, B, C, D and E, have been found in any of the cases.
None of the nine children initially identified in Alabama had COVID-19 during hospitalization or a
documented history of COVID. And none of the children in Alabama had received the COVID vaccine
before they were hospitalized. The mean age is 2, so most of the children were not yet eligible for
the shots.
“COVID-19 vaccination is not the cause of these illnesses, and we hope this information helps clarify
some of the speculation circulating online,” Butler said.
Meanwhile, investigators in the U.S. and abroad continue to investigate a variety of possible causes,
including environmental causes, exposures to animals or even reactions to the adenovirus itself.
Said Dr. Umesh Parashar, head of the CDC’s division of viral diseases enteric viruses epidemiology
team, “It’s still early days in terms of pinpointing the cause and the mechanism of illness in these
children.”
By Julie Anderson
 


LJS: Former Jefferson County deputy among six officers who
have certifications revoked


 
A former Jefferson County Sheriff's deputy who resigned last spring after the agency discovered a
social media post featuring the officer with a quarter-pound of marijuana had his law enforcement
certification revoked on Friday. 
The Nebraska Crime Commission, a panel of police and public officials who review revocations and
oversee statewide law enforcement standards and compliance, approved former Deputy Mathew
Bornemeier's revocation at a quarterly meeting in Lincoln on Friday. 
Don Arp, the commission's executive director, said former Jefferson County Sheriff Matthew
Shultz filed a serious misconduct report with the commission last spring after learning of the
Facebook post.
Bornemeier resigned in lieu of termination, Arp said.
Nick Georgi, who replaced Schultz as the Jefferson County sheriff upon Schultz's abrupt retirement
in April 2021, told the Journal Star that Bornemeier hadn't been criminally investigated for his
alleged possession of marijuana and that there's no indication he acquired, used or sold marijuana
while on patrol. 
He said the former deputy had been experiencing mental health issues at the time an internal affairs
investigation was initiated, which preceded Bornemeier's resignation. 
He is one of six former officers who voluntarily surrendered his law enforcement certificates ahead
of Friday's meeting, Arp said.
Gabriel Wagner, a former officer at the Schuyler Police Department about an hour north of Lincoln,
was terminated after a polygraph exam he took while applying to another department indicated that
he had admitted to committing numerous thefts since he had received his law enforcement
certification, according to the crime commission. 
Some of Wagner's alleged thefts occurred as recently as last summer, Arp said. 
Michelle Quinn, the former sheriff of Garden County, and Matthew Herbel, a former officer with the
Scottsbluff Police Department, both became revocation-eligible after they were charged with third-
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degree domestic assault. Quinn has since been convicted, and Herbel entered a no-contest plea in
his case. 
Former Webster County Sheriff's Deputy Dianne Nichols was fired after a judge ruled that she could
not be considered credible based upon her testimony in a criminal case. Nichols was accused of
listening in on and recording conversations between a jailed defendant and his attorney, Arp said. 
The criminal charges against the defendant were ultimately dismissed as a result of Nichols' alleged
recordings, Arp said. 
The sixth officer whose license was revoked Friday was Jeffrey Chitwood, a former lieutenant with
the Scotts Bluff County Sheriff’s Office and an officer with the Minatare Police Department who
resigned amid an internal affairs investigation into serious misconduct allegations lodged against
him. 
Arp said he could not describe the nature of the misconduct report. Sheriff Mark Overman, who filed
the misconduct report against Chitwood with the crime commission, did not respond to phone calls
seeking comment on the report he filed against Chitwood. 
Former officers who have their certifications revoked are not permitted to work at any law
enforcement agency in the state. 
In Jefferson County, Bornemeier's departure from the sheriff's office came amid a tumultuous time
for the agency, where Georgi is the third sheriff to head the department in the last 18 months. 
Schultz had been sheriff for less than five months after taking over for Nels Sorensen, who had held
the post for 18 years before retiring at the of 2020. 
In the months since, Deputy Wilber Young was terminated and charged last year with neglect or
delay to serve a felony arrest warrant for an incident stemming from November 2020.
A Jefferson County jury found Young not guilty of the crime at a trial last month. Young, 59, is now
running for the sheriff's seat in a three-man contest among Republicans that includes Georgi, the
acting sheriff who launched the internal affairs investigation into Young. 
By Andrew Wegley
 


OWH Editorial: Optimism found in selection of new Greater
Omaha Chamber leader


 
A thriving business community that continuously attracts economic development of all sizes is
essential to a city’s growth and future sustainability. It also takes proven leaders to help move a city
forward.
With this in mind, we are optimistic about the selection of the Greater Omaha Chamber’s new CEO,
Veta Jeffery.
An economic developer from the St. Louis area, Jeffery said she was attracted to Omaha by the
proven ability of the city’s civic and corporate sectors to work together to move the city forward.
She replaces David Brown, who is retiring after nearly 20 years in the job.
To say she has her work cut out for her may be a bit of an understatement.
Her hiring comes at a critical time in the city’s history and development. Omaha, like all other cities
across the country, is competing for workers amid a severe nationwide labor shortage. In addition,
the city is in the process of remaking its downtown and urban core in an effort to attract and keep
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more young workers. And the state has just appropriated more than $300 million that’s targeted for
redevelopment of underserved communities, particularly North and South Omaha.
We’re confident that, in her new position, Jeffery can handle these challenges. She brings to the job
the unique experience of helping rebuild Ferguson, Missouri, after civil unrest sparked in 2014 by the
police shooting in Ferguson of an unarmed 18-year-old Black man.
Chambers of commerce, not just in Omaha but around the country as well, have historically not
been particularly diverse in their leadership. Notably, Jeffery is also the first woman of color hired to
lead the chamber, coming at a time when Omaha business leaders are emphasizing the need for the
city to embrace diversity and inclusion to attract and retain the workers needed to spur future
growth.
While Jeffery’s hiring could be viewed as an example of business leaders’ commitment to diversity,
chamber officials also made it clear Jeffery was simply the best person for the job.
“Our committee was 100% unanimous that Veta was the right choice,” said Mogens Bay, the retired
CEO of Valmont. “She stood out from the other candidates, and we found her to be very thoughtful,
very committed and just impressive during every step of the search process.”
Admirably, Jeffery said she hopes her hiring does matter to young people, who might be encouraged
to aspire for something more.
“It says Omaha values what all people bring to the table,” Jeffery said. “And it gives us an
opportunity to showcase that here.”
We believe Jeffery brings much to the Omaha area and we are eager to see her in action.
 


OWH Editorial: Tuesday is the Nebraska primary. Don't
forget to vote.


 
Citizens of Nebraska, it’s time to vote.
The state’s primary election is Tuesday, May 10. Don’t miss this opportunity to help choose local and
state officials whose decisions may well affect the taxes you pay, the laws that you’ll have to follow
and the services that you will receive.
In many cases, you’ll just be narrowing the field of candidates down to the finalists who will compete
in the November general election. In some cases, your vote on Tuesday will effectively choose the
winner.
Either way, it’s important — for your own interests and for the larger community.
Besides voting for candidates, Omaha voters will decide whether the city can issue $260 million in
general obligation bonds for street improvements and other capital projects. That includes $120
million to continue Omaha’s program of extra street work that voters authorized in 2020.
The $260 million, which is divided among six separate ballot questions, would not require property
tax rate increases beyond what voters have already authorized in past votes. We’ve supported such
bond issues in the past as a prudent way of maintaining and improving city streets, public facilities
and other capital projects.
Don’t think your vote matters? Seemingly every year, there’s a race decided by a razor-thin margin.
Two years ago, two candidates in a Douglas County Board primary were separated by three votes.
For this election, we’ve made endorsements in two high profile races.







In the Republican primary race for governor, we believe State Sen. Brett Lindstrom is the best
candidate because of his experience with Nebraska issues, his track record of working to build
consensus and his positive tone in the campaign.
In the Democratic primary race for the 2nd Congressional District, State Sen. Tony Vargas has
demonstrated an ability to work with other lawmakers and has useful legislative experience. We
believe he should advance from the primary to face incumbent Republican congressman Don Bacon
in the general election.
But no matter who you support, you should exercise your right to vote.
If you already have your ballot, be sure to get it in on time. If you intend to vote Tuesday at the polls,
make your plans to get there.
Vote.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: The secret is in Nebraska's topsoil —
and regenerative practices


 
“Just as the soil is itself under threat, so is the Nebraska way of life. It seems there is nothing left for
these industrial ag corporations to take but our souls.” — The RegeNEration Proclamation
As a Nebraskan attending college in the northeast, I am often faced with questions like “Where even
is Nebraska?” and “What’s notable about Nebraska?” I usually give them the spiel about the College
World Series, Warren Buffett, perhaps the Reuben sandwich and, if I’m lucky, I can convince them
that I drove a tractor to high school.
Of course, I can’t talk about Nebraska without mentioning the abundance of corn after which our
state is nicknamed. But what will we name our football team when climate change-caused drought
and wildfires strip our state of viable topsoil and, consequently, the golden corn we grow? Climate
change is already affecting Nebraska growers. It’s past time for our farmers to transition to
regenerative agriculture practices.
The World-Herald’s May 2 issue covered late April wildfires in Cambridge, the extreme drought of
2012 and the loss of topsoil. Topsoil is the precious upper layer of soil composed of minerals, organic
matter, water and air, all of which are necessary for rich crop production. Warming winters without
sufficient snow cover expose the land to drying winds, eventually blowing away the top “money-
making” inches of soil. No-till farming can help stop these losses — it’s a strategy increasingly utilized
by American growers to prevent the release of CO2 trapped in the soil.
While this is part of the solution, it does not solve the problem completely. According to the Natural
Resources Defense Council, the goal of regenerative agriculture is “to restore soil and ecosystem
health, address inequity and leave our land, waters and climate in better shape for future
generations.” Regenerative practices, like compost, cover crops and crop rotation aim to improve
the soil’s microbiome, the microorganisms associated with plants and soil. This will help the soil
retain water and stay on the farmland instead of drying up and blowing away.
Climate change will impact crop yields, namely corn, within 10 years. A NASA report from November
2021 warns, “Maize crop yields are projected to decline 24% ... found that the change in yields is due
to projected increases in temperature, shifts in rainfall patterns, and elevated surface carbon dioxide
concentrations from human-caused greenhouse gas emissions.” Agriculture is responsible for 11% of







the total U.S. Greenhouse Gas emissions, as of 2020. Industrial agriculture methods are hurting
themselves in the long run by continuing these destructive practices and releasing the carbon their
crops ever-so-kindly stored in the ground.
So, what can Nebraskans do? You can start by watching the documentary “Kiss the Ground” to
educate yourself further on the concept of regenerative agriculture. The organization offers grants
to farmers and ranchers interested in educating themselves and making the transition to
regenerative agriculture. More locally, a network of growers known as RegeNErate is calling other
farmers to join the effort to rebuild communities “from the soil up” by transitioning to regenerative
agriculture. They work together with Indigenous tribes to promote sustainable agriculture, strong
communities and food sovereignty in Nebraska.
And consider moving toward regenerative practices on their own land. If you are able, you should
aim to vote with your dollar. In other words, support local regenerative farms and ranchers!
RegeNErate has a comprehensive list of Nebraska farms committed to regenerative agriculture —
even some that accept SNAP benefits.
You might be thinking: What can my individual actions possibly do to fight the crushing force of
climate change? Alone, not much. But your actions influence others and that is powerful.
Movements must start somewhere, so why not your farm? Your dollar?
By Camille Beaulieu
 


OWH: Protect abortion rights


 
Many Republicans don’t want to pay to help unwanted children. They also don’t want to pay for
criminal rehabilitation, so our penitentiaries bulge with inmates. Banning abortion will just result in
more unwanted children eventually creating increased crime, further crowding prisons and the
furtherment of human misery. What’s the point? If Republicans would be willing to finance the
human damage, I’d be willing to accept a ban — but they’re not willing to pay for it. Governor Pete
Ricketts has mercilessly devastated HHS and the prison rehabilitation systems in Nebraska, and I
can’t understand what he’s thinking. Family planning should never be a separate issue unless our
society is willing to harbor the consequences of rape, incest and a mistaken evening on the part of
some teenage girl. We should not ban abortion until we are morally and financially prepared to
underwrite the consequences.
Terry Niver, Omaha
 


OWH: Gaslighting governor


 
Interesting that Gov. Pete Ricketts hosted a conference opposing the “land grab” of the highly
popular America the Beautiful Act, ignoring the fact that this proposal is totally voluntary for
landholders, four days after signing laws creating a canal in Colorado and a large lake on current
farmland. Both laws make clear they will invoke eminent domain to accomplish their projects.
Tell me again about “land grab,” please?







Linda Wood, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 5/8: 4 lessons learned from debate over
Wilderness Crossing development


 
At least four lessons can be learned from the heatedly debated Wilderness Crossing development
near Wilderness Park that was approved by the City Council and Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird last
week.
1. Parks have boundaries and development outside those boundaries should be expected.
That has previously been the case around Wilderness Park with the development of Lincoln
Southwest High School, Cooper YMCA and the Horizons business park and was anticipated in the
Comprehensive Plan’s 2002 urban residential designation of the 75 acres south of Pioneers
Boulevard between First Street and U.S. 77
The previous developments used buffers and setbacks to protect the park and its uses, as will
Wilderness Crossing.
As Lincoln grows and plots new parks on the edges of the city, conservation design standards to help
guide the City Council in developments near land such as Wilderness Park, should be developed and
implemented. And any new park siting and nearby zoning should take into account any Native land
and usage in the area.
2. There were no bad guys in the process.
Given the urban residential designation, all those involved – from the Catholic Dioceses of Lincoln,
which will sell the land to developer Sam Manzitto Jr., to the City Council and Mayor Leirion Gaylor
Baird acted openly and responsibly in creating and approving the development.
Manzitto, who had been working with the church on the project since 2018, followed all applicable
rules and regulations in proposing the development. The planning department and Lincoln-Lancaster
County Planning Commission evaluated the proposal, with public input.
After the commission approved it, the council held hearings, attempted to address concerns raised
at the hearing, then gave its approval, with explanation from most of the council members.
3. Voices will be heard.
Environmental activists and members of the Native community expressed concerns about the effect
the traffic, light and noise from the development will have on native habitat and wildlife in the park
and on the sweat lodge and nearby Native land.
To mitigate those impacts, Manzitto has agreed to build a 6-foot fence, create a 10-foot outlot
planted with native vegetation, include requirements that houses be built a certain distance from
their back fence, include lighting restrictions and prohibition of planting invasive plants and trees in
housing covenants. Additionally, 33-feet of vacated First Street will be maintained as a buffer and
two retention ponds constructed to manage drainage.
Those actions and requirements may not satisfy opponents. But they are good-faith measures that
will do much to help preserve the west edge of the park.
The sweat lodge used by Native people to practice sacred ceremonial rituals is across the street from
the development on private property, not parkland and, thus, out of the control of the city and
Wilderness Crossing developers.







4. Lincoln continues to have a housing shortage that Wilderness Crossing will help alleviate.
Wilderness Crossing will have 162 single-family homes, 134 townhomes and 205 apartments.
No single development can solve the city’s housing crisis. But the addition of 500 units to the
housing stock – which will almost certainly be quickly snapped up – will be a step forward in
providing places to live in our continually growing city.
 


Nebraska Examiner: State Sen. Tony Vargas, Alisha Shelton
square off in Omaha-area Democratic U.S. House primary


 
OMAHA — Tuesday’s Democratic primary to determine who will face 2nd District Rep. Don Bacon in
November pits State Sen. Tony Vargas against mental health practitioner Alisha Shelton. 
Both are serious candidates, said Paul Landow, a political science professor at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. But he said Vargas has an advantage because of his experience as an elected
official, his connections and his fundraising edge.
Vargas, in addition to being a state senator, is a former member of the Omaha Public Schools Board. 
Shelton has the backing of the Congressional Black Caucus and the experience of having run a
statewide race in 2020. She lost in the Democratic primary for U.S. Senate to Chris Janicek. Shelton
says that campaign and her work in mental health make her a good listener.
The contested primary race is rare for Nebraska Democrats elsewhere, who tend to consolidate
more quickly around single candidates running at or near the top of the ticket.
The 2nd District seat has seen a number of contested primaries in the recent past, including Kara
Eastman vs. the late Rep. Brad Ashford in 2018 and Eastman vs. Ann Ashford and Gladys Harrison in
2020.
This year, the National Republican Congressional Committee has taken shots at both Vargas and
Shelton as too liberal for the “purple” district.  
Vargas leads the two in funding. He raised more than $1 million, according to federal campaign
fundraising reports, and has spent more money on campaign ads. Shelton raised more than
$300,000. 
Vargas said he decided to run because he got tired of watching Congress make Americans’ political
divisions worse. He said he wants to unify people, not divide them.
His solution is to bring more of the approach he and others used in the officially nonpartisan
Legislature, he said. He wants to find common ground and work on areas of agreement. 
“Congress is more divided than ever, but I realized that who we elect either makes it a more unified
place on common shared things or less,” Vargas said. 
Shelton said she wants to ease people’s financial pain. Too many people ignore inflation, which is
hurting families and people who are struggling, she said.
Among her ideas: making sure people have the education and training for better jobs, raising the
federal minimum wage to $15 an hour and perhaps indexing the minimum wage to inflation.
“Anything that’s going to help American working families, I think that’s the way to go,” Shelton said. 
Vargas and Shelton say they’re hearing from Democrats and nonpartisans about lost wages and the
cost of health care and child care.
Addressing those concerns, Shelton said, would get more people back into the workforce and fill







open jobs. Vargas, who fought for workplace protections for meatpackers in the Legislature, said
people should not have to worry financially about getting sick. 
“They have a lot less in their pockets,” Vargas said of his constituents. “People want somebody that’s
not just going to talk nicely and actually is going to try to do something.” 
On education, Vargas backed charter schools early in his career. He has since backed away, saying
he’s a “proud former public school teacher” who has worked for better pay for teachers. 
Shelton said she wants public dollars going to public schools. During a debate with Vargas, she said
voters want someone they know will be consistent on issues that matter.
Vargas and Shelton agreed on the need to help small businesses pay higher, more competitive
wages with help from tax incentives and grants. 
Vargas pointed to his record in the Legislature, where he helped pass a package by State Sens. Justin
Wayne and Terrell McKinney allocating federal recovery funds for programs in  North and South
Omaha. 
Shelton pointed to her work at the individual and neighborhood level to connect people with needed
services, be they government, nonprofit or medical.
Vargas said he wants to help people focus on the 2nd District’s economic future, to think about what
the region is good at, what it could be good at and what investments it needs to get there.
Shelton said she would like to see a greater focus on workers, who she said need more federal
protections to join unions and more encouragement to study trades.
Vargas and Shelton agreed on the need to boost voting rights. 
Both candidates have New York ties. Shelton’s family moved to Omaha when she was a child. Vargas
grew up in New York after his parents immigrated to the U.S. from Peru. His wife, Lauren, had ties to
Nebraska. They moved here in 2012.
The winner likely will face Bacon, who is running against a little known primary opponent, Steve
Kuehl. Bacon is a retired Air Force brigadier general. Kuehl is a salesman for White Castle
Roofing. Bacon has raised more than $2.3 million, compared with Kuehl’s $5,141.
When former President Donald Trump held a rally May 1 in Greenwood, Nebraska, he urged
Republicans not to vote for Bacon (who won the 2nd District in 2020, when Trump lost it). 
Trump tried in the current election cycle to recruit a primary opponent for Bacon. But no well-known
opponent surfaced. 
Trump, when criticizing Bacon from the stage, said, “Good luck, Steve, whoever the hell you are.”
Bacon, reached this week, said he is grateful to constituents for their faith and said he works for
them, not Trump.  “We are focused on 2022 and not backwards,” Bacon said.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


Montana Free Press: Railroaders quit after BNSF institutes
‘draconian’ attendance policy


 
Brady Wassam knew what to expect when he took a job on the railroad. Wassam, 30, of Columbia
Falls, came from a family of railroaders who have spent years moving freight over the mountains of
northwest Montana.
“It’s a family affair [and] I knew what I was getting into,” he said. “I knew I would get called to work







in the middle of the night. I knew I’d have no regular schedule. I knew that because that’s how my
family lived.”
Freight trains don’t usually run on a set schedule and they don’t stop moving just because it’s a
weekend or holiday. However, on the flip side of that unpredictable lifestyle was the fact that for
many years railroads could provide workers with great compensation and benefits without requiring
a college degree. The good pay and benefits were the reasons Wassam hired on back in 2014.
But Wassam says working conditions on BNSF Railway, one of the largest railroads in the country,
have worsened in the last few years, and the introduction of a new attendance policy earlier this
year — one union officials have called “the worst and most egregious attendance policy ever
adopted by any rail carrier” — was his last straw. He resigned in March and he’s not alone. In the last
three months, more than 700 railroaders have walked off the job at BNSF because of it, according to
the union.
“It felt offensive,” Wassam said of the new attendance policy. “I gave so much to this job, and this
new system made it seem like it wasn’t enough.”
Chaotic schedules
Federal law mandates that locomotive engineers, conductors and other railroad employees work no
more than 12 hours a day and have a minimum of 10 hours off between shifts. But even with those
hours written in stone, working for the railroad can be a chaotic existence — one day an engineer
might go to work at 9 a.m., and the next day they might start at 5 p.m. Not to mention the fact that
half the time they would be spending their off time away from home, taking their 10 hours rest and
waiting to take another train back to their home terminal. Wassam said the unusual hours made
living a normal life nearly impossible, even more so with a family.
“You give up so much when you work for the railroad, but it impacts your family even more,” he
said, adding that for years he’s never known if he’ll be able to be home for holidays and other special
events.
Wassam said when he started at the railroad, employees could normally take five weekdays and two
weekend days off per month. At the beginning of each month, the railroad would look back at the
last 90 days, and if an employee had been available to work 75% of the time then they remained in
good standing, according to Wassam. That system made it possible to take personal days for things
like doctor’s appointments, family commitments and more.
It was also possible to predict when you might go to work in the next day or so, Wassam said.
Railroads have “pools” of engineers and conductors that work certain segments of railroads, such as
Whitefish to Havre. When a train arrived at a terminal they would call the first available engineer
and conductor to take it to its next destination. If those employees weren’t available, they would call
employees off the “extra board,” who tended to have less seniority on the job and an even more
chaotic schedule. Calling employees off the extra board avoided disrupting the schedule for the
regular pool employees, meaning if an engineer or conductor knew there were eight crews ahead of
them on the call list they could make an educated guess about when they might be called to run a
train — regardless of whether someone ahead of them decided to take a personal day or called in
sick.
But not long after Wassam got hired, BNSF changed how it assigned its employees to trains. Instead
of having them work the same stretch of track every trip, the company would call employees to work
trains going in any direction out of their home base: Instead of working from Whitefish to Havre on
every run, Wassam might instead get called to take a train to Spokane. At about the same time,
BNSF also decided to put fewer employees on the “extra board,” Wassam said. Those two things







combined to make it even harder to figure out when an employee might get called to work.
Wassam and other BNSF employees that Montana Free Press spoke with said the change made an
already challenging work-life balance worse, but it was nothing compared to what was announced in
January. Starting Feb. 1, the railroad implemented a new attendance policy called “Hi-Viz” that
assigns all employees 30 points. If they miss a call or take an unplanned day off, even for a family
emergency, sickness or fatigue, they lose points. The exact number of points deducted depends on
the type of absence and where it falls on the calendar (weekend days and holidays cost more
points). An employee can get four points back if they’re available to work 14 days in a row. If an
employee loses all their points, they can be disciplined. If they lose their points multiple times they
can be fired.
In a statement to MTFP, BNSF spokesperson Lena Kent wrote that the new policy was implemented
to “improve the consistency of crews being available for their shifts to run trains,” particularly during
the ongoing supply-chain crisis, which has hobbled nearly every sector of the transportation
industry. Railroad officials also noted that BNSF had not updated its attendance policy in more than
20 years and wanted to make it more consistent with the rest of the industry.
“We understand that change is hard but, as with every other railroad and service business, delivering
for our customers requires employees to be available to work their assigned shifts,” Kent wrote.
But the labor unions, including the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers & Trainmen and SMART
Transportation Division, which represent more than 17,000 BNSF employees, didn’t see it that way
and immediately began polling members on whether or not to go on strike over the new policy.
“This draconian attendance policy has made a poor work environment even worse,” Greg Regan,
president of the Transportation Trades Department of the AFL-CIO, told MTFP.
Before the unions could finish polling members on whether or not to strike, BNSF filed a lawsuit in
federal court seeking a restraining order against any work stoppage. A federal judge in Texas ruled in
favor of the railroad, thus precluding a strike. Railroad-labor relations are governed by the Railway
Labor Act of 1926. It was the first federal law that guaranteed the right of workers to organize, but it
also set a high bar for when a railroad union could strike, which could cripple the economy.
Regan said most of the big railroads in North America have “severe” attendance policies, but that
BNSF’s new Hi-Viz policy is by far the worst, in his opinion. Because of it, many railroaders have quit.
According to the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers & Trainmen and SMART Transportation
Division, more than 700 operating employees have resigned since Feb. 1, and some have said the
number is even higher. But during a recent hearing in Washington, D.C., a BNSF executive called that
figure “greatly exaggerated.” BNSF declined to offer its own figure to MTFP.
BNSF officials wrote that its operating employees receive three to four weeks vacation and more
than 10 “Personal Leave Days,” which was increased by 25% at the beginning of the year. Since Hi-
Viz was implemented, the railroad said it has seen more employees using vacation days.
“BNSF team members drive our success and we couldn’t deliver the nation’s goods without them,”
Kent wrote. “We believe we can adapt together to meet today’s competitive freight environment.”
Record profits
Wassam said he was already growing tired of the railroad lifestyle before the new attendance policy
went into effect — especially since he has three young children at home and rarely gets to see them.
Because of the solid benefits the industry provides, including a federally run retirement program
separate from Social Security, railroaders often think twice about leaving, but Wassam said Hi-Viz
pushed him over the line.
While Wassam no longer works for the railroad, he’s still frustrated by what he’s seeing because he







has friends and family who still work in the industry. He’s not only worried about the impacts the
new policy will have on railroaders’ personal lives, but also on safety, particularly if employees feel
they have to go to work fatigued because they fear losing points. He also worried that the railroad
might use its shrinking employee numbers as an excuse to implement one-person crews, a practice
that labor groups have fought vigorously in recent years. Presently, most freight trains are staffed
with two people, but there is no law preventing there being only one employee on a train.
BNSF’s labor strife comes at a precarious time for America’s freight railroads. In recent months,
some of the largest railroads in America, including BNSF, have struggled to deliver reliable service to
customers, with trains running slower and freight cars sitting longer in rail yards waiting for
deliveries. Service has gotten so bad that the federal regulator that oversees the industry called
executives from four of the country’s largest railroads to a hearing last week in Washington, D.C., to
explain themselves. BNSF’s Vice President of Transportation Matt Garland admitted during the
hearing that his company’s “service has not met our own expectations,” but said that it was quickly
hiring more workers and taking old locomotives out of storage to meet demand.
In 2021, BNSF posted record-breaking profits, despite moving fewer carloads of freight than it had
before the pandemic.
Regan, the president of the AFL-CIO Transportation Trades Department, said the railroad’s decision
to implement a strict new attendance policy while making billions of dollars in profit has resulted in a
demoralized workforce. Because of that, he’s not surprised that some employees are calling it quits.
Wassam said he loved working for the railroad — “Driving a train is every little kid’s dream, and I got
to do that for eight years” — but that he has no regrets about leaving. He recently became an
electrician apprentice and said he’s loving every minute of it, particularly because he can be home
with his family every night.
“In the weeks since I left the railroad, I’ve been to my kids’ dance competitions, Jiu Jitsu
competitions and wrestling matches,” he said. “It’s been so great to be able to tell my kids, ‘Yeah, I’ll
be there.’”
 


AP: Many US urban areas to become rural


 
Hundreds of urban areas in the U.S. are becoming rural, but it's not because people are leaving.
It's because the U.S. Census Bureau is changing the definition of an urban area. Under the new
criteria, more than 1,300 small cities, towns and villages designated urban a decade ago would be
considered rural.
That matters because urban and rural areas qualify for different types of federal funding. Some
communities worry the change could affect health clinics in rural areas as well as transportation and
education funding from federal programs. But leaders in other communities designated to lose their
urban status say it won't make a difference.
“We are rural and we feel rural, and that’s how we already identify," said Randy Reeg, city
administrator of Mauston, Wisconsin, a city of 4,347 residents about 75 miles northwest of Madison.
Groups like the American Hospital Association say the changes, which are the biggest being made to
the definitions in decades, could cause problems for people who need medical care in rural areas.
“Going with the new definition could limit the number of rural health clinics moving forward and
have a negative impact on rural access to care," said Shannon Wu, senior associate director of policy







at the hospital association.
For starters, the Census Bureau is switching to housing units instead of people as the basis for
calculating what should be an urban area. Bureau officials say the change will make it easier to
update between once-a-decade head counts of the U.S. They also contend that it's needed because
a new privacy method introduces errors into 2020 census population numbers at small geographies
to protect people's identities. Housing counts stay accurate under the method.
A place had to have at least 2,500 people to be urban under old criteria that lasted more than a
century. Now, it will need at least 2,000 housing units, the equivalent of about 5,000 people. A
revised list of urban areas won’t be released until later this year, but a third of the areas deemed
urban a decade ago would be knocked into the rural category under the new criteria.
Places with 50,000 residents or more were considered “urbanized areas," compared with “urban
clusters" having between 2,500 and 49,999 residents in the past. But those distinctions will be
eliminated and all will be called urban areas under the new definition.
Some communities worry that the switch to housing units will cause some areas to be
underestimated if the Census Bureau uses the U.S. average of 2.6 people per household for its
calculations. For instance, Madera County, California, has 3.3 people per household, and the change
“would not fully represent the community,” Patricia Taylor, executive director of the Madera County
Transportation Commission, said in a letter to the bureau last year.
The Census Bureau says the new definition should be used for statistical purposes only. But the
bureau's urban areas form the cores of metro and micro areas, and its definitions provide the basis
for how other agencies classify urban and rural areas in determining eligibility for federal funding.
The bureau reviews the definitions every 10 years after a census, and the urban population has
grown from about 45% of the total U.S. population in 1910 to more than 80% a decade ago.
“We’ve heard people say 2,500 was too low. That was the impetus for the increase,” said Michael
Ratcliffe, a senior geographer with the Census Bureau.
Different federal programs use different definitions of urban and rural, and some communities
qualify for rural funding for some programs and not others. But any changes “will have significant
implications for many groups and communities," said Kenneth Johnson, a senior demographer at the
University of New Hampshire who studies rural issues.
“Another likely concern for many rural communities is that if many existing urban areas are
redefined as rural, competition for the limited rural funds will increase," Johnson said.
A coalition of associations representing cities, counties, planners and transportation groups had
objected to many of the proposed changes last year, saying the switch from people to housing units
would miss variations in development and land use patterns.
The Census Bureau tried to address those concerns by creating three levels of urban area definitions
for census blocks, which are the nation’s smallest geographic unit. Census blocks will be urban if they
have 425 housing units per square mile, the equivalent of 1,105 people. Before the change, census
blocks with at least 500 people per square mile were considered urban.
Bill Keyrouze, executive director of Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations, said the
Census Bureau's revisions, adding different levels of urban areas based on density, “was an adequate
compromise."
For the town of DeMotte, Indiana, 85 miles southwest of South Bend, which won't qualify as an
urban area anymore, it doesn’t really matter from a “status” viewpoint, Town Manager Michael Cain
said.
“You are who you are. The number of people doesn’t matter. It’s the spirit of the community that







matters, whether your town is a cohesive group of people who care about each other,” Cain said.
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AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn May 2022 7.62 -15.00 07:45
Corn Oct 2022 6.65 -45.00 07:45
Milo May 2022 7.17 -60.00 07:45
Milo Oct 2022 6.55 -55.00 07:45
Soybeans May 2022 15.02 -103.00 07:45
Soybeans Oct 2022 13.85 -70.00 07:45
Wheat May 2022 11.03 -85.00 07:57
Wheat Jul 2022 11.03 -85.00 07:57
 
TV and Radio
KETV: Sarpy County landowners potentially impacted by big lake have big concerns
NCN: Pillen tours state in final campaign push, Ricketts goes after Herbster for taxes, allegations
NCN: Ricketts: Herbster role in beauty pageants 'weird', Team Herbster calls attacks a smear
NCN: Nebraska beauty pageant contestant: Attack ad 'untrue' as Ricketts claims Herbster's role
'weird'
KLKN: Charles Herbster says ‘people of Nebraska are not fooled’ by allegations
KSNB: Lindstrom and Pillen visit Hastings for final campaigning efforts
KPTM: Jim Pillen making last stops prior to election on Tuesday
KMTV: Nebraska candidates make final pitches before Tuesday primary; higher voter turnout
expected
KETV: One last campaign push for Nebraska Gubernatorial candidates
WOWT: Election 2022: Nebraska GOP candidates for governor make last push before primary
NCN: Jim Pillen makes final push in Norfolk before Tuesday's election (no video)
NCN: Pillen makes last-minute stop in Hastings, pushes for God in public schools
KLKN: Jim Pillen stumps with prominent supporters on eve of Nebraska primary
KPTM: Many Nebraska Republicans undecided as gubernatorial candidates make final push
WOWT: Election 2022: What if Fortenberry gets re-elected? (no video)
NTV: Group says ranked-choice voting in Nebraska would give people more voice
NPR: 3 primary contests to watch Tuesday in West Virginia and Nebraska
NPR: Nebraska primary for governor is the latest test of Trump's endorsement
ABC News: Nebraska, West Virginia primaries highlight GOP divisions over Trump and the 'big lie'
KNOP: Meet the candidates for Nebraska Legislature District 42 (no video)
NPM: Republican Gubernatorial Frontrunners Campaign Across Nebraska (no video)
NPM: "Brain-Drain" Has Been Plaguing the State for a Decade. How Could Roe V Wade Complicate
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OWH: What you need to know to vote in Nebraska's primary
Tuesday


 
Polling places across Nebraska open Tuesday morning so voters can decide who should serve in local
and statewide elected offices.
Election officials are expecting a high turnout.
The most high-profile primary contest this cycle is for the Republican nomination for governor. Gov.
Pete Ricketts can’t run again due to term limits, and the vacant seat left room for a bitterly
contested race that has produced three front-runners: Conklin Co. CEO Charles W. Herbster, hog
producer and University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen and State Sen. Brett Lindstrom.
Voters also will decide who will face off in November for seats in Congress, about half of the seats in
the Nebraska Legislature and other state and local positions.
If people are registered as nonpartisan, they can vote in the primary election — but not in every
race. The race for governor and other statewide and county-level races, along with the Nebraska
Public Service Commission, are partisan races. Other races are nonpartisan, including the State
Legislature. Nonpartisan voters can request a party’s primary ballot — the Democratic, Libertarian
and Marijuana NOW parties have opened their primary ballots, but the GOP did not.
Here’s what else you need to know
Poll hours: Polls are open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Central time and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mountain time.
Find your polling place: If you don’t know where you’re supposed to go, you can contact the county
clerk or election commissioner for the county where you’re registered or search your name in the
Nebraska Voter Information Lookup (www.votercheck.necvr.ne.gov/voterview/), which you can
access online by visiting the Elections Division of the Nebraska secretary of state’s website. In
Douglas County, the election commission’s website home page also features a tool to find your
voting information (www.votedouglascounty.com/).
Get a ride: In Omaha, Metro and ORBT buses and MOBY paratransit vans are providing fare-free
rides Tuesday. A map of polling locations and routes is on Metro’s website
(https://www.ometro.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Metro-Polling-Locations-
BusToBallot_2022-1.pdf)
If you got your ballot by mail: The cutoff for the county election official’s office to receive your
completed ballot is 8 p.m. Central time or 7 p.m. Mountain time. At this point, that means you
should drop your early ballot in a drop box rather than mail it (be sure to sign the envelope). No
early ballots are accepted at polling places or election offices on election day.
Find a drop box: The Douglas County Election Commission’s website features a list and map of the
county’s 13 drop boxes (www.votedouglascounty.com/early_voting.aspx#dropboxes). Sarpy County
has a list online, too (www.sarpy.gov/857/Ballot-Drop-Box-Locations) and the nonprofit Civic
Nebraska has a statewide interactive map on its website (www.civicnebraska.org/election-
2022/dropbox-locations/). Note: Civic Nebraska’s map depicts multiple drop boxes in Lancaster
County, but only the drop box at the Election Commissioner’s office at 601 N. 46th St. is available for
the primary.
Track your early ballot on Nebraska Voter Information Lookup after you turn it in
(www.votercheck.necvr.ne.gov/voterview/).
By Sara Gentzler
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LJS: Trump involvement turns national eyes on Nebraska
GOP gubernatorial race


 
Former President Donald Trump's personal involvement in Tuesday's Republican gubernatorial
primary battle in Nebraska has turned national attention on a contest that appears to be too close to
call.
Trump is accompanied by a spotlight wherever he chooses to go and his trip to a raceway near
Greenwood halfway between Lincoln and Omaha eight days ago to voice his strong support for
Charles Herbster raised the ante in this hard-fought battle, with the former president's power within
the party now a factor on the Nebraska ballot too.
Trump's "immense sway within the Republican Party is on the line," Fox News stated in an online
news story.
"The battle to succeed term-limited Gov. Pete Ricketts of Nebraska has turned into a heated three-
way fistfight that has grabbed attention far beyond the Great Plains state's borders," the Fox online
story said.
The New York Times wrote that "Herbster is doing his best imitation of former President Donald J.
Trump (and) has cracked his party into three camps, with Trump supporters, established
conservatives and business-friendly moderates battling for power."
Ricketts has endorsed Jim Pillen of Columbus; Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha has support from an
array of business-oriented Republicans.
"Conversations with voters suggested that Ricketts' support of Pillen could ultimately carry greater
weight on Tuesday than Trump's backing of Herbster," a CNN News report suggested.
Citing late-in-the-campaign accusations that Herbster had improperly touched or groped a number
of women at public events, Newsweek suggested that "Donald Trump's knack for endorsing primary
candidates who go on to win their respective elections may come to an end on Tuesday."
Herbster has vigorously denied the allegations and suggested he is being attacked by "a smear
campaign."
The Newsweek report stated that the most recent polls, along with online bookmakers, now are
"suggesting (Trump's) pick in the Nebraska gubernatorial race will lose."
All the analysis and speculation will give way to voters' decisions Tuesday.
Pillen, a Columbus pork producer and University of Nebraska regent, wrapped up his campaign
Monday with a statewide fly-around tour that took him to appearances in Omaha, Norfolk, Lincoln,
Hastings, Scottsbluff and Columbus.
Herbster, a Falls City cattle producer and businessman, finished with campaign stops in tiny Byron in
Thayer County, a village that counts fewer than 100 residents, and Seward, followed by a telephone
town hall with Kellyanne Conway, the former Trump White House adviser who has been assisting his
campaign.
Lindstrom, who is completing his eighth and final year in the Legislature, closed his campaign with
stops in Grand Island, Hastings, Lincoln and Omaha.
"Although I don't have a crystal ball, looking at the current number of early ballots that have been
returned, a rough prediction for voter turnout in the 2022 primary election is trending about 35%,"







Secretary of State Bob Evnen said. 
As of the weekend, 122,679 ballots had already been cast, largely by mail.
A factor that could conceivably be determinative in a tight race is the switch of voter registration
from Democratic to Republican by thousands of Nebraska Democrats in advance of Tuesday's
primary election.
By Don Walton
 


Newsmax: Nebraska Gov. Race: Pillen Takes Lead With
Ricketts Backing


 
The Nebraska governor’s race is going down to the wire with the primary slated for Tuesday.
Conservative Jim Pillen, a University of Nebraska regent who has Gov. Pete Ricketts’ endorsement,
now leads among likely Republican voters with 31%.
Pillen is trailed by businessman Charles Herbster at 27%, according to WPAi Intelligence Survey
completed last week.
Ricketts has been a popular governor, but can’t run for a third term for governor of Nebraska.
But Ricketts has strongly backed Pillen, with the governor unleashing a seven-figure expenditure
from his PAC to slam the two leading opponents.
Ricketts has spent an estimated $1 million through his Super PAC on negative ads against State Sen.
Brett Lindstrom and roughly $500,000 against Herbster.
After three weeks on the airwaves, Ricketts’ broadside appear to be taking their toll. 
The same survey showed Lindstrom, a favorite of the more moderate wing of the GOP, with 16% and
8% favoring other candidates.
Herbster had initially been the front-runner, but that lead quickly eroded after he was hit with six
allegations of sexual harassment, including a complaint from a Republican state senator, Julie Slama.
The multiple harassment charges against Herbster appear serious. He missed a deposition Friday in
the case just after slapping Slama with a defamation lawsuit.
Former Omaha Mayor Hal Daub, a Herbster backer told Newsmax, admitted that Ricketts’ media
blitz had put Pillen ahead, but that the race remains open.
“It’s now neck-and-neck,” added Daub.
What may decide a tight contest are the more than 8,500 Democrats and independents who
changed parties this year to vote in the Republican primary. A similar move by outsiders in 2014
helped to put Ricketts over the top by a slim 2,000 votes in his first winning bid for governor.
By John Gizzi
 


The New Yorker: Tuesday’s Nebraska Primary Is the Next
Test of Trump’s Power in the G.O.P.


 
Late last month, as long lines of cars and pickups neared the I-80 Speedway—a dirt car racetrack in
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eastern Nebraska—a row of signs touting Charles Herbster’s campaign for governor appeared on
nearby roads. Printed in black letters against a white background, the signs made their point bluntly:
“herbster—governor—trump endorsed.” Inside, Trump 2024 flags flapped in a strong wind that
would soon force a postponement of Herbster’s scheduled appearance with the former President.
Inside the raceway, the gubernatorial candidate himself was there, wearing a cap that read “Donald
Trump 45th President.”
An executive who owns multiple cattle-and-agriculture companies, Herbster donated $1.3 million to
Trump’s Presidential campaigns and attended the January 6, 2021, Stop the Steal rally, on the
Ellipse. He has spent nearly nine million dollars of his own money on a gubernatorial campaign
pinned almost entirely to Trump’s endorsement. Herbster’s candidacy and his fervent embrace of
Trumpism have, ahead of Tuesday’s primary, bitterly divided Republicans in the state, which has a
long history of sending centrists to Washington, from Republican Senator Chuck Hagel to Democratic
Senator Ben Nelson. His candidacy is also another test of Trump’s sway over G.O.P. voters—and the
direction of the Party itself.
Last month, Herbster was accused of conduct that would likely have disqualified him in the eyes of
many Nebraskans in the pre-Trump era. Eight women, including a strongly conservative Republican
state senator, said that Herbster had groped them or touched them inappropriately, Aaron
Sanderford, a political reporter for the Nebraska Examiner, a nonprofit startup, revealed. All the
women were in their teens or early twenties when the alleged conduct occurred. Witnesses
corroborated six of the incidents. Julie Slama, the state senator, said Herbster reached up her dress
at a Republican event in 2019, when she was twenty-two years old. “I was in shock. I was mortified.
It’s one of the most traumatizing things I’ve ever been through,” Slama later said, in an interview on
local radio. “I was scared then and I’m scared now.”
Herbster’s response to the allegations was Trumpian. In a thirty-second video ad, he said Slama’s
claim was an “attack” that was “built on lies” and made no mention of the other seven women or
the six witnesses. He has repeatedly cast himself as the victim of a conspiracy by the state’s
Republican establishment. The claims, Herbster has said, were “libelous fake news,” a plot by the
state’s current Governor, Pete Ricketts, and his favored candidate to derail his campaign. Ricketts
said it was “ridiculous” to suggest that he “conspired to talk eight women and even more witnesses
to make up stories about Charles Herbster.” (Herbster did not respond to a request for comment.)
Since the news broke, all thirteen women who serve in Nebraska’s forty-nine-seat state legislature
have signed a letter declaring Herbster “unfit to serve.” A second victim has gone public, and
Herbster has sued Slama for slander. Undaunted, Slama has countersued. When a former Omaha
mayor, Hal Daub, said, “I’d like to ask her what she was wearing,” Slama tweeted a photograph of
her dress. “Clothes don’t equal consent,” she said, in the radio interview.
At the rescheduled rally at the racetrack, on May 1st, Trump, who has been repeatedly accused of
sexually harassing women and once boasted of grabbing them by the genitals, doubled down on his
support. Trump predicted that Herbster will be elected Nebraska’s next governor. “He’s been badly
maligned, and it’s a shame,” the former President said. “That’s why I came out here.”
Trump supporters told me that they don’t believe the allegations against Herbster. A husband and
wife drove more than two hours from rural central Nebraska, in hopes of seeing Trump. They were
making their way to their car, amid blue “Trump Won” flags and T-shirts for sale that said “Mean
Tweets and Cheap Gas 2024.” They told me that there was something suspicious about the
allegations, coming so soon before the election. “Probably fake” and ginned up by the opposition to
smear Herbster, “just like they did against Trump,” said the husband.
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John McCollister, an anti-Trump Republican state senator, who once tweeted that the G.O.P. is
“enabling white supremacy,” told me that the race was a chance for Republicans to repudiate
Trump. “All the rules and norms about what a Republican is are up for grabs,” he said. “There’s a
fifty-fifty chance that we’ll gravitate toward a more responsible Republican Party.” But Herbster may
benefit from a dynamic that has aided Trump allies in other primaries: a splintered Republican
opposition to Trump and Trumpism. Last week, in Ohio, J. D. Vance, the Trump-endorsed
candidate, won the Republican Senate primary with more than thirty per cent of the vote. His two
Republican opponents received roughly twenty-three per cent each.
In Nebraska, recent polls show Herbster in a three-way tie ahead of Tuesday’s G.O.P. primary. His
chief rival when the race started was Jim Pillen, a veterinarian, livestock producer, and former
University of Nebraska football star who is backed by Ricketts, the outgoing, term-limited Governor.
Pillen is relying on small gatherings and advertising that conveys his deeply conservative positions
and pitches his close ties to Ricketts. In one twist, more than eight thousand voters have switched
their registration from Democratic or nonpartisan to Republican in the past two months, allowing
them to vote in the G.O.P. primary.
As Herbster struggles with character issues and Pillen avoids debates in favor of candidate forums,
Brett Lindstrom, a state senator, has climbed into the race as a credible alternative to both. At forty-
one, Lindstrom is a generation younger than Herbster and Pillen. At campaign events in populous
Omaha and across the state, he delves into policy details and refrains from personal attacks. When
asked by voters how he will accomplish his goals, Lindstrom pledges to build coalitions among
legislators and interest groups that do not agree on every issue.
Pillen’s backers, though, are pushing back. Governor Ricketts has helped fund a dark-money group
that launched a series of ads accusing Lindstrom of being overly liberal. (Ricketts did not respond to
a request for comment.) By one count, published Monday, Lindstrom has been pummeled by $1.6
million in negative advertising. Yet he has voted to ban abortion without exceptions, possesses a top
rating from the National Rifle Association, and warned in one of his campaign flyers that “the radical
left will stop at nothing.”
When I met Lindstrom, at E’Z Place, a sports bar in west Omaha, where he was pitching his
candidacy to several dozen voters, he appeared relaxed. There were no maga hats in the crowd, and
Trump’s name did not come up. When Lindstrom promised not to attack Herbster or Pillen
personally, many people applauded. “I want to show that you can win an election without cutting
people down,” he said. During an interview, he acknowledged that nuance and teamwork don’t
always translate into votes in a Republican Party increasingly steeped in absolutes. “I try to be logical
about these things rather than hyper-political,” Lindstrom told me. “And sometimes that doesn’t go
over well.” (Herbster, mimicking Trump, rails against China, “illegals,” critical race theory, “the fake-
news media,” sex education in schools, and government itself, which “produces absolutely zero.”)
At the bar, where signed Pittsburgh Steelers jerseys incongruously lined the walls, Lindstrom led his
audience through his legislative successes, which he said ranged from lowering state taxes and
finding ways to pay for infrastructure improvements, to equalizing per-pupil education funding
formulas. He spoke of relieving Nebraska’s overcrowded prisons, not by building more cells but by
developing drug courts and mental-health and addiction programs. “We’re all in this together,” he
said, referring to Nebraska’s 1.9 million residents. “We’ve got to do the right thing.” After he
finished, I spoke with Tyler Gloe, who works at the nearby headquarters of Boys Town. He said
Nebraska is “stuck” after eight years of Ricketts’s leadership. He sees Lindstrom as “young and
refreshing. He actually has ideas. He wants to solve things.”
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Lindstrom, a financial adviser and former Nebraska football walk-on, hopes to appeal to G.O.P.
voters, especially in cities and suburbs. He hearkens to the big-tent conservatism of Ronald Reagan.
“Right now,” Lindstrom told me, “people are trying to find the identity of the Party. What we’re
trying to do is cut through all the noise, and just talk about what I believe as a Republican—individual
freedoms and individual liberties and creating your own destiny. Oftentimes with the government
getting out of the way, but, when it can’t, step alongside.” In a sign that Lindstrom is gaining
traction, Ricketts recently told a reporter that he is still backing Pillen, but would support Lindstrom
if he wins on Tuesday. He offered no such promise to Herbster.
Ryan Horn, a Republican media strategist, is watching to see whether Lindstrom’s lower-key,
suburban profile will be a help or a hindrance amid the state’s shifting demographic and political
trends. Either way, he sees a clear path to the governorship for Tuesday’s Republican winner.
Eighteen months ago, Trump defeated Joe Biden by nineteen points in Nebraska, although Biden
won an electoral vote in the Second District, centered on Omaha. “It’s almost not sporting for us,”
Horn joked, referring to the Republican dominance of the state. “What are people most worried
about? The border. Inflation. A narrow third: increasing taxes and spending. What are Democrats
talking about? Are they talking about any of those three? They’re putting their heads in the sand, not
bothering to come up with any kind of solution.”
Lou Ann Linehan is a Republican state senator who reflects the state’s deep Republican divide.
Linehan is loyal to Ricketts, and filmed an advertisement for Pillen. She loathes Herbster, whom she
called a predator. “Twenty years ago, it would be over by now, right?” she asked me. She was
appalled by his behavior, from the alleged groping to the denials: “Not even, ‘Well, maybe there was
a misunderstanding’ or ‘I’m sorry if I offended somebody.’ But to come out and just say she’s lying?
They’re all lying? It’s a conspiracy?” Nor is she a fan of the way that Herbster and his patron, Trump,
crow about themselves and their achievements. “We need leaders,” she said. “We’ve overdone the
‘It’s about me.’ ”
I met Linehan on a Saturday morning in Omaha’s Old Market neighborhood, a magnet for Nebraska’s
increasingly urban population, which Lindstrom is mining for votes. She has been working in
Nebraska politics for thirty years, starting when Nebraska had a Democratic governor and two
Democratic senators. She worked as former Senator Hagel’s chief of staff, and remembers when
politics were different. “We need to get back to understanding that I don’t care if you’re Republican
or Democrat—you’re American, and we’re very damn lucky to be Americans, and we have to take
care of our country. And that doesn’t mean dividing or splitting, or preaching hate.”
She plans to vote for Pillen but called Lindstrom capable and a team player. “He’s more willing to
listen, and I think maybe young people are attracted to that.” One of her children plans to vote for
him. “This is going to sound really corny,” she said. “Maybe the future is back to the past.”
By Peter Slevin
 


AP: Election 2022: Groping claims roil Nebraska governor
primary


 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Republicans will pick a nominee for governor Tuesday in a bitter
primary race that was upended in recent weeks after a leading candidate endorsed by former
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President Donald Trump was accused of groping at least eight women over the last few years.
Charles Herbster, a businessman and cattle breeder who has denied the allegations, is in a nine-way
GOP primary to replace Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts, who’s prevented by term limit laws from
running again. Other leading candidates include Jim Pillen, a veterinarian and hog farm owner
endorsed by Ricketts, and state Sen. Brett Lindstrom, an Omaha financial adviser who gained
traction recently with a surge of money and support from the city’s Republican mayor.
The winner will emerge as a strong favorite in November’s general election in Republican-dominated
Nebraska. State Sen. Carol Blood is the top candidate for the Democratic nomination for governor.
Both Nebraska and West Virginia are holding primary elections on Tuesday night, with select races
providing some measure of the former president’s enduring sway with GOP voters. In addition to the
Nebraska governor’s race, Trump has weighed in on a West Virginia congressional primary between
two Republican incumbents. The former president backed Rep. Alex Mooney over Rep. David
McKinley, who angered Trump by voting for President Joe Biden’s bipartisan infrastructure package
and the creation of the House committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol.
Trump is facing some of the biggest tests of his influence in Republican primary elections later this
month. In Pennsylvania, his endorsed Senate candidate, TV’s Dr. Mehmet Oz, is locked in a
competitive race against former hedge fund CEO David McCormick and five others, while
his candidate in North Carolina, U.S. Rep. Ted Budd, is competing in a field that includes a dozen
other Republicans. In Georgia, Trump has endorsed primary challengers to Gov. Brian Kemp and
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, both of whom defied him by rejecting his false claims of voter
fraud in the 2020 election.
In Nebraska, the allegations against Herbster, a longtime supporter of Trump’s, didn’t stop the
former president from holding a rally with him earlier this month.
“I really think he’s going to do just a fantastic job, and if I didn’t feel that, I wouldn’t be here,” Trump
said at the rally at a racetrack outside Omaha.
In a story last month, the Nebraska Examiner interviewed six women who claimed Herbster had
groped their buttocks, outside of their clothes, during political events or beauty pageants. A seventh
woman said Herbster once cornered her privately and kissed her forcibly.
One of the accusers, Republican state Sen. Julie Slama, said Herbster reached up her skirt and
touched her inappropriately at the Douglas County Republican Party’s annual Elephant Remembers
dinner in 2019. The Associated Press does not typically identify people who say they are victims of
sexual assault unless they choose to come forward publicly, as Slama has done.
Herbster filed a defamation lawsuit against Slama, saying she falsely accused him in an effort to
derail his campaign. Slama responded with a countersuit against Herbster, alleging sexual battery.
Herbster has suggested in television ads that Pillen and Ricketts conspired with Slama to falsely
accuse him of sexual assault — allegations the three deny.
Lindstrom has faced a barrage of attacks as well, with third-party television ads funded by Ricketts
that portray him as too liberal for the conservative state. One digitally altered ad shows Lindstrom
standing in front of a rainbow flag with a coronavirus mask superimposed over his face. A mail ad
notes that Lindstrom was endorsed by U.S. Rep. Brad Ashford, a moderate Republican-turned-
Democrat who died last month of brain cancer.
Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen, a Republican, predicted that 35% of registered voters will
cast ballots in the primary, the highest percentage since 2006, based on what he’s seen so far.
Nebraska Republicans and Democrats will also pick their candidates to run for the seat previously
held by Republican U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, who resigned from office and ended his reelection bid
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in March after he was convicted of federal corruption charges.
State Sen. Mike Flood, a former speaker of the Nebraska Legislature, is a top contender for the
Republican nomination, while state Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks is likely to win the Democratic nod.
Flood will enter the race as a strong favorite in the Republican-heavy 1st Congressional District,
which includes Lincoln, small towns and a large swath of eastern Nebraska farmland.
In the Omaha area, Republican U.S. Rep. Don Bacon faces a long-shot primary challenge from Omaha
consultant Steve Kuehl in the 2nd Congressional District. Democrats Alisha Shelton and state Sen.
Tony Vargas are running for their party’s nomination as well in Nebraska’s only competitive
congressional district.
Trump blasted Bacon during his visit, calling him a “bad guy.” The former president has criticized the
three-term Republican for supporting Biden’s infrastructure law. Bacon has been mildly critical of
Trump in the past, saying he bore some responsibility for the Jan. 6 attack.
Trump stopped short of officially endorsing Kuehl, however, saying: “I think Steve will do well. Good
luck, Steve, whoever the hell you are.”
By Grant Schulte
 


Breitbart: Tuesday’s Nebraska Governor’s Primary to Test
Trump Endorsement


 
A hotly contested gubernatorial primary happening in Nebraska on Tuesday could put an end to
former President Donald Trump’s current primary winning streak.
The primary will follow Trump seeing sweeping victories for his endorsed candidates in Texas, Ohio,
and Indiana. Trump went 33 for 33 in Texas as his endorsees there all won or advanced to runoffs,
and last week, 22 out of 22 of his candidates won their races in Ohio and Indiana.
But Nebraska’s gubernatorial race shows signs of uncertainty for Trump.
Two wealthy agriculture businessmen stand out as frontrunners in the primary: the Trump-endorsed
candidate, Charles Herbster, and Jim Pillen, who is backed by Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) and
the powerful Ricketts family. Ricketts is term-limited this year and unable to seek reelection.
A third candidate, state Sen. Brett Lindstrom, is also considered a frontrunner and campaigns as the
most moderate of the three candidates.
Herbster, an early supporter of Trump who appeared at Trump’s 2015 campaign launch
and donated to him in the primary, has heavily promoted the former president’s endorsement as
part of his campaign for governor. Trump, for his part, endorsed Herbster in October, praising him as
having been “a tremendous supporter of America First and Make America Great Again, right from
the beginning.”
Herbster’s campaign took a hit in April after allegations that he inappropriately touched multiple
women surfaced in the Nebraska Examiner. Herbster’s campaign “unequivocally” denied the
allegations, calling them “a political hit-piece built on 100% false and baseless claims.”
Trump, undeterred, has doubled down on his support for Herbster, holding a rally in Greenwood for
him on May 1 and a tele-rally last week.
The Greenwood rally, which took place about two weeks after the misconduct allegations broke,
“drew thousands” of Trump supporters, according to local outlet WOWT. Trump said at the event, “I
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think Charles is going to do very well, and if he [wins], you’ll be very happy and you’re gonna have an
even more prosperous state. We’ve made it very prosperous, and I really think he’s going to do just a
fantastic job, and if I didn’t feel that, I wouldn’t be here.”
Several in Trump’s orbit have also rallied behind Herbster, including Trump’s 2016 campaign
manager Kellyanne Conway, who has been active in supporting Herbster from the outset of his
campaign, as well as others such as Trump economic adviser Stephen Moore, Trump adviser
Kimberly Guilfoyle, Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-FL), and CPAC chair Matt Schlapp.
Meanwhile, Pillen, a University of Nebraska regent with the prominent Ricketts family in his corner,
has picked up endorsements from a slew of state lawmakers, the Nebraska Farm Bureau, and
personalities such as Larry the Cable Guy and the former longtime University of Nebraska football
coach and former Rep. Tom Osborne.
The latest polling, conducted April 30 to May 2 and released by the Pillen campaign, showed Pillen in
first place, boasting a lead that had widened from the same polling firm’s previous survey. Pillen
came in five points ahead of Herbster, at 31 percent compared to Herbster’s 26 percent. Lindstrom
received 16 percent, while 19 percent said they were undecided.
A poll conducted in early March on behalf of Herbster by Conway’s firm painted a different picture,
however, showing Herbster up nine points over Pillen and ten points over Lindstrom. Herbster
received 27 percent support, Pillen 18 percent, and Lindstrom 17 percent. A plurality of
respondents, 35 percent, said they were undecided.
The race has also been one of the most expensive state contests in history. Herbster, who has far
outspent his opponents, has been largely self-funded, having donated to his campaign $11.5 million
of the $11.8 million he has raised, according to the most recent financials reported in the Nebraska
Examiner. Pillen has raised $8.4 million, and Lindstrom has raised $2.5 million.
Herbster is characterizing his campaign in part as a battle against Pillen and the Nebraska
establishment and, evoking Trump, vows to “make Nebraska great again.” His ability to prevail
against Pillen, or Lindstrom, would be owed in no small part to Trump’s influence.
In Ohio, Trump’s endorsement was undoubtedly game-changing for Senate candidate J.D. Vance,
who won a heated five-way primary contest after surging in momentum right as Trump endorsed
him late in the election.
In another instance of Trump being at odds with the wealthy Ricketts family, Todd Ricketts, Pete
Ricketts’ brother, poured cash into supporting Vance’s opponent Jane Timken, though Todd
Ricketts told Breitbart News he had backed Timken well before Trump weighed in on the race. The
Rickettses also donated against Trump in early 2016, but in his endorsement announcement of
Herbster, Trump showed no sign of animosity, stating, “It is particularly important that a great
Governor (Pete Ricketts has been terrific!) be elected to help fortify the State.”
In addition to Herbster in Nebraska, Trump faces a difficult road ahead with multiple other
candidates. While some, such as Rep. Ted Budd in North Carolina, are soaring in polls and favored to
win, others may serve to test Trump’s influence.
Former Sen. David Perdue, whom Trump has been highly vocal in supporting, is trailing Trump
nemesis Gov. Brian Kemp by a wider and wider margin ahead of the May 24 primary in Georgia. Dr.
Mehmet Oz, who shares Trump’s TV celebrity background, is also in a tight seemingly three-
way race in Pennsylvania, and when Trump endorsed Oz, he was met with significant backlash from
some of his more prominent supporters.
Trump is well-liked in Nebraska, a solid red state he won by nearly 20 points in 2020. Nevertheless,
the Pillen campaign anticipates a victory on Tuesday. Spokesman John Gage told Breitbart News in



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1z88vZC8B7u6Ye-pm8WOrbU6ZYG_SrC4j%2Fview&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xXVPSW3mBWRluWq%2BLTsd09F4d%2F0Sd6iOFvjth5VGlI8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FPollTrackerUSA%2Fstatus%2F1509225600904568833%3Fs%3D20%26t%3DNT7NHJcqwgVRgAH3joK7BA&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s0iyCFq7mRALXyKGK0WsYX0AOqoQJArjb5I3cHD2XY4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskaexaminer.com%2Fbriefs%2Fin-nebraska-gop-governors-race-pillen-outraises-opponents-herbster-self-funds-lindstrom-a-strong-third%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XQtY1EAFzfPUHnrm4hUMyvddKSQiIF6fQm%2F9mt36J8M%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.breitbart.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F05%2F02%2Fswamp-establishment-donor-class-rush-ohio-try-stop-trump-backed-j-d-vance%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r8ZqD8gBHxXP%2F4MudfIhZa2BpI%2B2ugy41nG2rw%2B%2BKUY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.breitbart.com%2Fpolitics%2F2022%2F05%2F08%2Fpennsylvania-senate-poll-dr-oz-narrowly-leads-three-way-race%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N6eO376K06xrdDoy2vPQZP6FkVOATouDZfIDy%2Fdb4i8%3D&reserved=0





no uncertain terms, “We are confident Jim Pillen will be the winner on May 10th.”
There is no runoff in Nebraska, and the race could easily come down to a handful of votes. A closely
divided primary battle occurred not too long ago, in 2014, when Ricketts defeated Jon Bruning by
about one percent, or 2,300 votes, in that gubernatorial primary.
Polls will close in Nebraska on Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. Central time and 7:00 p.m. Mountain time.
By Ashley Oliver
 


Washington Post: Trump-backed candidate accused of
groping is on Nebraska ballot today


 
A Republican candidate for governor of Nebraska accused of sexually assaulting multiple women is
on the ballot Tuesday, as voters head to the polls in Nebraska and West Virginia for the primaries
that will put the final test of the ability of former President Donald Trump to influence the choice of
his party candidates.
Charles Herbster, a Trump-backed farm executive, was accused by eight women of touching them
inappropriately; two publicly told the Nebraska Examiner that Herbster did so at a fundraiser in
2019. Herbster, who has denied the allegations, turns up in a crowded field that includes a candidate
backed by incumbent Governor Pete Ricketts (R), who is time-limited, and much of the Republican
establishment in the state, Regent Jim Pillen of the University of Nebraska.
Trump makes closing speech for Nebraska candidate accused of fumbling
The Nebraska primary is one of two closely watched races in which Trump is pitted against local
Republican leaders. The former president is also backing Rep. Alex Mooney (RW.Va.), a member of
the conservative House Freedom Caucus who faces a primary against a colleague who ran far more
money into his home — traditionally an asset in the state – Rep. David B. McKinley (RW.Va.).
The contests are two of many primaries this month that will show how much GOP primary voters
have invested in Trump’s endorsements 16 months after he left office. Trump-endorsed candidate in
Ohio’s Republican primary for the U.S. Senate, venture capitalist and author JD Vance, prevailed last
week, an early show of strength for the former president. Some Republicans have warned that
Trump could face tougher dynamics in upcoming contests.
Trump, Biden prevail as party leaders in Ohio primary results
In Nebraska, a Republican state senator accused Herbster of lifting her skirt at a local GOP fundraiser
in 2019. Another woman, who is a former aide to a state senator , said Herbster grabbed her butt
after she stopped to wave at her table at the same time. Event. Trump, who himself has denied
multiple allegations ranging from sexual harassment to rape over the years, recently traveled to
Nebraska to campaign for Herbster and defend his former farm policy adviser and campaign donor.
“He’s the most innocent human being,” Trump said, embracing Herbster at an eastern Nebraska fair.
“He’s the last person to do all of this.”
Trump’s endorsement of Mooney, who was dragged into a new district with McKinley after the state
lost a House seat, was less personal. McKinley had voted for last year’s bipartisan infrastructure bill
and to create a congressional commission to investigate the deadly Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S.
Capitol by a pro-Trump mob. Last year, Mooney sat down with Trump for an hour, sharing a 15-page
memo on the race with the former president and walking away with an endorsement.







“My opponent is a total RINO,” Mooney said during a rain-soaked rally with Trump in western
Pennsylvania on Friday, not far from West Virginia’s 2nd congressional district. “For our party to
succeed, we need to eliminate these RINOs in the primaries,” he added, repeating the derogatory
acronym of “Republican in Name Only.”
Mooney, whose potential use of campaign funds for personal expenses is being investigated by a
congressional ethics committee, represented far less of the new district than McKinley. Republican
Gov. Jim Justice (R) backs McKinley.
Trump won West Virginia in a landslide in 2020, and national Democrats do not plan to aim for the
seat in November. Sen. Joe Manchin III (DW.Va.) offered bipartisan support for McKinley last week,
appearing in a TV ad to help him refute bogus attack ads that confused the infrastructure bill with a
larger set of social spending that the senator helped block in the past year, says the “Build Back
Better” plan.
“For Alex Mooney and his out-of-state supporters to suggest that David McKinley supported Build
Back Better is an outright lie,” Manchin said. “David McKinley has always opposed reckless spending
because it doesn’t make sense for West Virginia.”
McKinley defended his infrastructure vote at the track, backed by groups such as the state Chamber
of Commerce, which also backed him. He sought to steer his own vote for a Jan. 6 bipartisan Labor
commission away from panel-appointed Democrats, though ads from conservative groups such as
the Club for Growth have used him to try to tie him to the Liberals.
“Who were the culprits here? What was the real genesis of this problem? McKinley said in an
interview, explaining why it was believed a bipartisan committee was needed. “I don’t learn of this
through Nancy Pelosi’s select committee.”
Mooney and his allies outspent McKinley, but internal polls for both candidates found a close race.
Party strategists will be watching closely when the polls close at 7:30 p.m. EST.
Nebraska’s gubernatorial race has been costlier and more divisive for Republicans, with Democrats
hoping to take advantage in November. Trump endorsed Herbster six months ago, even though
Ricketts advised against it, and in January the governor backed Pillen.
“No one has run a grassroots campaign like us,” Pillen said in an interview. “Neighbors talking to
neighbors, eyeball to eyeball, win votes. It has always mattered in Nebraska.
The endorsements set up an uphill battle between Herbster and Ricketts. Members of the
governor’s family spent big on opposing Trump in the 2016 presidential primary.
Ricketts strongly criticized Herbster, backing ads from a political action committee called
Conservative Nebraska that called the candidate a “Missouri millionaire.” Last month, when the
Nebraska Examiner first reported women who said Herbster groped them, Ricketts said he believed
the accusers.
Herbster quickly denied the allegations, adopting a defiant posture similar to that Trump has often
adopted. He compared himself to conservatives who he said had been sullied by false attacks,
including Trump and Supreme Court justices Clarence Thomas and Brett M. Kavanaugh.
“They’re trying to scare me away from this race and it’s not going to happen,” Herbster said at the
May Day rally with Trump. “We’re going to take Nebraska back.”
Other candidates are trying to gain an advantage amid attacks and counterattacks. Former state
senator Theresa Thibodeau entered the race after a brief stint as Herbster’s running mate,
concluding the wealthy executive should not be governor. State Sen. Brett Lindstrom, a conservative
with moderate views on issues such as medical marijuana legislation, hoped to benefit from the split,
though the Nebraska conservative also sued him.







“At first, to be honest, we saw a pretty narrow path,” Lindstrom said in a recent interview after
walking past Herbster and Pillen at Nebraska City’s annual Arbor Day Parade. “That path has
widened because the other two sides are fighting pretty hard. We were able to fly under the radar
and get the job done.
Nebraska is a heavily conservative state where Democrats haven’t held the governorship in Lincoln
since the 1990s, but they say they see an opportunity in the messy Republican primary. State
Senator Carol Blood, who won in a district Trump carried twice, had co-signed a bipartisan statement
of female senators backing Herbster’s accusers. If the GOP focused on national politics instead of
Nebraska’s needs, she said, the Democrats could win.
“I look at the Republican Party and I don’t recognize it anymore,” Blood said in an interview. “I am
not a sacrificial lamb. Nobody told me about that. I don’t run for anything unless I think I can win.
Voters in eastern Nebraska will also choose candidates for Congress, with four Republicans vying to
replace former Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, who resigned after being found guilty of lying to
federal investigators about contributions illegal in the countryside. Republican Sen. Mike Flood and
Democratic Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks are running in both the primary and a June 28 special election
to fill Fortenberry’s term.
In the Omaha-based 2nd congressional district, one of the few to have re-elected a Republican in
2020 while supporting Joe Biden for president, two Democrats are vying to take on Republican Rep.
Don Bacon. Bacon also has a challenger: Steve Kuehl, a roofer who criticized Bacon for supporting
the infrastructure bill.
Trump stayed out of the Bacon-Kuehl race, although he previously noted that Kuehl was in the
crowd at a rally and called him a “nice guy.” During his rally in West Virginia, he did not go into
details of the McKinley-Mooney race, but said the stakes were high.
“Alex is in for a big ride,” Trump said. “This is one of the races that they keep saying, ‘Is Mooney
going to win because Mooney is backed by Trump?’ ”
By David Weigel
 


NY Times: How Trump Helped Transform Nebraska Into a
Toxic Political Wasteland


 
LINCOLN, Neb. — In the old days, Charles W. Herbster, a cattle baron and bull semen tycoon who
used his fortune and influence to get into Donald Trump’s good graces, almost certainly would have
been forced to pull out of Nebraska’s Republican primary for governor by now. In recent weeks,
eight women, including a state senator, have come forward to allege that Mr. Herbster groped them
at various Republican events or at beauty pageants at which he was a judge.
But this is post-shame, post-“Access Hollywood” America, so Mr. Trump traveled to Nebraska last
week for a rally at the I-80 Speedway between Lincoln and Omaha to show his continued support for
Mr. Herbster. “He is innocent of these despicable charges,” Mr. Trump said. And Mr. Herbster, in
true Trump fashion, has not only denied the allegations but also filed a defamation suit against one
of his accusers and started running a television ad suggesting that the claims are part of a political
conspiracy.
Mr. Herbster sees conspiracies everywhere — conspiracies to destroy him, conspiracies to
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undermine Mr. Trump, conspiracies to unravel the very fabric of the nation. “This country is in a war
within the borders of the country,” he told the crowd at the Starlite Event Center in Wahoo on
Thursday, a few days before Tuesday’s primary election. Over more than an hour, Mr. Herbster,
dressed in his trademark cowboy hat and vest, unspooled a complex and meandering tale of the
threat to America, interspersed with labyrinthine personal yarns and long diatribes about taxes.
It was convoluted but (as best I can understand) goes something like this: The coronavirus was
manufactured in a lab in China and released into the United States in early 2020 by “illegals” from
Mexico who were also smuggling Chinese-made fentanyl across the border. One of the smugglers,
he said, had enough fentanyl in a single backpack to kill the entire population of Nebraska and South
Dakota. The goal of this two-pronged attack, he explained, was to create a panic, stoked by
Facebook and $400 million of Mark Zuckerberg’s money, to justify allowing voting by mail. Then,
through unspecified means, the Chinese government used those mail-in ballots to steal the election
— though Mr. Herbster hates that word. “They didn’t ‘steal’ it,” he told the crowd, his finger raised.
“Do not use that terminology. They did not ‘steal’ it. They rigged it.”
To state the obvious: This is not what political speech in Nebraska used to sound like.
For half a century, from 1959 to the inauguration of Barack Obama as president in 2009, my home
state, the state near the geographical middle of the country, prided itself on being politically centrist
as well. Over that span, it elected four Democrats and three Republicans to the U.S. Senate. We had
six Republican governors and five Democratic. The congressional delegations were predominately
Republican, but Omaha and Lincoln elected Democrats as their mayors more often than not. The
Nebraska Legislature remains officially nonpartisan, and as the country’s only unicameral legislature,
it forced lawmakers for many years to engage in a politics of pragmatism.
Now, Nebraska is so unfailingly Republican that the party’s primaries most often determine the
outcomes of statewide races. How did the state become so right wing and devoted to Mr. Trump?
Part of the answer is that Nebraska’s Democrats of a generation ago were never very liberal. They
were usually socially moderate, pro-business, pro-military white guys, making them all but
indistinguishable from old-line, Chamber of Commerce Republicans from the coasts. Senator Edward
Zorinsky aggressively advocated military aid for Nicaragua during the Carter years. Senator Bob
Kerrey voted for NAFTA. Senator Ben Nelson cast his vote in favor of Obamacare only after Senator
Harry Reid promised him tens of millions in federal funding for Nebraska that came to be known as
the Cornhusker Kickback.
But it wasn’t just the Democrats who were middle of the road. Even our Republican senators were
sometimes so moderate that you could barely distinguish them from centrist Democrats. Chuck
Hagel, for example, was a two-term Republican senator during Bill Clinton’s and George W. Bush’s
presidencies but later was Mr. Obama’s secretary of defense. Likewise, our Republican governors
were fiscally and socially conservative, but they generally avoided the culture wars.
Mr. Herbster told the crowd in Wahoo that that era is over. “This isn’t the good-old Dave Heineman
days. This isn’t the good-old Charles Thone days. This isn’t the good-old Exon days,” he said, invoking
the names of three centrist Nebraska governors, including J. James Exon, a Democrat who won over
many Republicans by opposing tax increases and gay rights during the Carter administration.
In Nebraska — as in the rest of the country — the polarization seemed to hasten about the time that
Mr. Obama won the presidency. To be sure, much of the hardening against the Democratic Party
specifically and ideals of tolerance and diversity more generally can be attributed to an unholy stew
of angry commentary on Fox News, algorithmic political siloing on Facebook and the subsuming of
Nebraska’s independent newspapers and television stations by Lee Enterprises and the Sinclair







Broadcast Group.
But Jane Kleeb, chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party, also attributes the extreme partisan vitriol
to the Democratic National Committee’s decision to shift its resources away from rural red states
like Nebraska, which was in part because Mr. Obama had slashed the committee’s resources.
“Obama hated the D.N.C.,” Ms. Kleeb told me, “because he feels like they stabbed him in the back”
by supporting Hillary Clinton over his upstart campaign in the 2008 presidential primary. Distrustful
of the Democratic machine — and the party brand — Mr. Obama turned fund-raising efforts away
from the D.N.C. and focused on building “progressive” organizations like Organizing for America, she
said. But that created two problems.
First, now cash-poor, the committee began to spend more selectively. In Nebraska, the monthly
allotment went from $25,000 to $2,500. That 90 percent cut in party funding, Ms. Kleeb said, meant
that Republican talking points often went unchallenged. “You’re not doing any organizing,” she said,
“not because you don’t want to, not because you don’t know how to organize or create good
messages, but because you don’t have the money to do it.”
Second, Democrats were forced to push hard for bipartisan support on key issues, which often
further muddled their messaging. Left-leaning state senators in Nebraska, for example, joined with
conservative senators to ban the death penalty in 2015. (A subsequent ballot measure restored it.)
In 2016 and 2017, the progressive environmentalist and pro-small-farm group Nebraska
Communities United fought against the construction of a massive poultry-processing plant on the
flood plain of the Lower Platte River by partnering with a local group that was afraid the plant would
be staffed by Black Muslim immigrants from Somalia. Ms. Kleeb herself, when she was the director
of Bold Nebraska, one of those progressive groups, helped to block the Keystone XL pipeline not by
talking about its climate impact but by joining with conservative ranchers who were outraged that
the power of eminent domain had been granted to a foreign corporation. The problem with that
strategy over time, Ms. Kleeb acknowledges now, is that voters often walked away confused. “They
don’t even know where the Democratic Party stands,” she said.
Without a Democratic counterbalance, Republican primaries now determine most state races in
Nebraska, so candidates are pulled further and further to the right in order to appease and appeal to
an increasingly radical and angry base. In this year’s governor’s race, for example, Mr. Herbster’s top
competitor, Jim Pillen, would seem to check all of the appropriate boxes for a Republican nominee in
Nebraska. He’s endorsed by the current governor, Pete Ricketts. He is one of the largest hog
producers in the country. He even played football for the Nebraska Cornhuskers during the glory
years under Tom Osborne, who later represented Nebraska’s Third Congressional District.
But as Mr. Herbster’s poll numbers have surged, Mr. Pillen has veered to the right, attacking “liberal
professor groups” (though he is a member and former chair of the University of Nebraska’s Board of
Regents) and running TV ads with an endorsement from the comedian Larry the Cable Guy. Last
week, he posted on Twitter that he was the “only candidate to take action against CRT,” the “only
candidate willing to fight the radical transgender agenda” and the “only candidate willing to call
abortion what it is — murder.” (A third major candidate, Brett Lindstrom, has struck a less strident
tone but holds many of the same beliefs.)
Even with that hard-line rhetoric, it will be hard for Mr. Pillen to beat Mr. Herbster’s direct
endorsement from Mr. Trump. Thursday night, after the tables and chairs had been put away at the
Starlite Event Center, the Herbster campaign hosted a call-in “telerally” with Mr. Trump, in which
Mr. Trump praised the businessman as “a die-hard MAGA champ” and guaranteed that Mr. Herbster
would “never bend to the RINOs” — Republicans in name only — like “Little Ben Sasse,” Nebraska’s







junior senator, and Representative Don Bacon, whom Mr. Trump derided as “another beauty.”
During Mr. Trump’s presidency, Mr. Sasse voted with him 85 percent of the time. Mr. Bacon voted
with him 89 percent of the time. But Mr. Trump has considered both to be insufficiently loyal to him
personally, and their political futures may be in jeopardy as a result. If so, they will be replaced by
politicians who are more brazen in their contempt for the Democratic Party and for democratic
ideals. That’s why the outcome of Nebraska’s Republican governor’s primary is almost immaterial.
Yes, whoever emerges with the nomination will most likely become the next governor. And it would
appear that Mr. Herbster retains the inside track, thanks to Mr. Trump — just as the former
president has buoyed Mehmet Oz and Herschel Walker to the top of their primary Senate races in
Pennsylvania and Georgia and lifted J.D. Vance from a packed Republican field in the Senate primary
in Ohio. But it doesn’t matter whether these candidates actually win or not, because their
conspiratorial and inflammatory rhetoric has overtaken the discourse, pushing all Republican
candidates further and further toward the fringe. Regardless of how the final balloting turns out in
Nebraska on Tuesday, the real victor will be Donald Trump.
By Ted Genoways
 


NY Times: What We’re Watching For in the Nebraska and
West Virginia Primaries


 
Two states are holding primary elections on Tuesday. In one, Joe Biden couldn’t crack 40 percent of
the vote in 2020; in the other, he couldn’t even get to 30 percent.
You guessed it: Most of the action is on the Republican side.
In West Virginia, two Republican incumbents are battling for a newly drawn congressional district. In
Nebraska, the Republican primary for governor has become a dead heat among three candidates.
Across the aisle in Nebraska, Democrats are preparing to take another crack at an Omaha-based
House seat — one with particular national relevance, considering it’s the one congressional district
in the state that gave Joe Biden an Electoral College vote in 2020.
Here’s what we’re watching.
Trump’s endorsement battles with sitting G.O.P. governors
Because Nebraska and West Virginia are so deeply Republican, the winners of Tuesday’s Republican
primaries will be heavily favored to win in the November general election. The results will probably
decide whether acolytes of Donald Trump will be elected to Congress and state executive offices.
“That’s why all the attention is on the primary,” said Sam Fischer, a Republican strategist in
Nebraska.
Trump notched a victory in Ohio last week when J.D. Vance surged to the top of a crowded
Republican primary after being endorsed by the former president. On Tuesday, the power of a
Trump endorsement will be put to the test again.
But in Nebraska and West Virginia, two of the candidates who lack support from Trump have a
different asset: an endorsement from the state’s current governor.
Unlike in Ohio, where Gov. Mike DeWine declined to endorse a Senate candidate as he faced a
primary challenge of his own, the Republican governors of Nebraska and West Virginia appear to
have had few qualms about endorsing candidates overlooked by Trump. In fact, both leaders — Gov.
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Pete Ricketts of Nebraska and Gov. Jim Justice of West Virginia — have publicly criticized Trump’s
endorsement decisions in their respective states.
In Nebraska, Trump backed Charles Herbster, a wealthy owner of an agriculture company. Ricketts,
the departing governor, is term-limited, and has not only thrown his support behind a different
candidate — Jim Pillen, a University of Nebraska regent — but also publicly disparaged Herbster.
In West Virginia, Governor Justice threw his support to Representative David McKinley in the state’s
House race after Trump had endorsed Representative Alex Mooney. Justice recently said he thought
Trump had made a mistake.
Which is more important in G.O.P. races: The messenger or the message?
In both West Virginia and Nebraska, the candidates endorsed by the governor have accused Trump’s
picks of being outsiders.
McKinley calls his Trump-backed opponent “Maryland Mooney,” drawing attention to the
congressman’s past in the Maryland Legislature and in the Maryland Republican Party. Keeping with
the “M” theme, Pillen has criticized his rival as “Missouri Millionaire Charles Herbster,” citing reports
that Herbster has a residence in Missouri.
But if the messenger is more important than the message, the candidates endorsed by Trump have
the edge.
Scott Jennings, a Republican strategist who has worked with Mitch McConnell and George W. Bush,
said that with high Republican enthusiasm this year, he expected strong turnout, meaning that some
voters who would normally turn out only during a presidential race — that is, when Trump is on the
ticket — are likely to vote in the midterms.
Those voters are some of Trump’s most loyal followers — and some of the most wary of any other
politician, Jennings said.
“These are the new Trump Republicans who came into the party with him, and these are the people
least likely to care what an establishment or incumbent politician would say,” he said.
In Nebraska, the feud between Herbster and Pillen might have an unintended consequence. While
they compete to be the Trumpiest and most authentically local candidates, voters could tire of the
political sniping and throw their support behind Brett Lindstrom, a state senator who is the third
main contender.
“The main question is, are Nebraska primary voters going to ignore the negative attacks by Herbster
and Pillen?” said Fischer, the Republican strategist in the state. “And will Lindstrom benefit from
that?”
There would be precedent. In a Republican primary for Senate in Nebraska in 2012, Deb Fischer won
a narrow race after a bitter battle between two other candidates. And in another G.O.P. Senate
primary in Indiana in 2018, two of the state’s congressmen engaged in a prolonged feud stemming
from college decades earlier. Exhausted voters went with the little-known Mike Braun, now the
state’s junior senator.
How much do sexual misconduct allegations matter in Republican primaries?
While Herbster has the most prized asset in the primary — Trump’s endorsement — he also faces
the most serious questions about his personal history. Two women, including a Republican state
senator, have publicly accused him of groping them at a political event in 2019.
Herbster has taken an approach long embraced by Trump, denying the allegations and calling them a
political hit job by his detractors.
How voters respond to the allegations could signal — at least in Nebraska — where the G.O.P. base
stands in tolerating candidates accused of mistreating women.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wvnews.com%2Fnews%2Fwvnews%2Fjustice-trump-made-a-mistake-not-endorsing-mckinley%2Farticle_63284f3c-cd5f-11ec-82c3-7fc680a0a760.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JljrJ1WFcxrvWJtklM9SQO2TimIocQgNOpPPvLpJYdk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wvnews.com%2Fnews%2Fwvnews%2Fjustice-trump-made-a-mistake-not-endorsing-mckinley%2Farticle_63284f3c-cd5f-11ec-82c3-7fc680a0a760.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JljrJ1WFcxrvWJtklM9SQO2TimIocQgNOpPPvLpJYdk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wvnews.com%2Fnews%2Fwvnews%2Fjustice-trump-made-a-mistake-not-endorsing-mckinley%2Farticle_63284f3c-cd5f-11ec-82c3-7fc680a0a760.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JljrJ1WFcxrvWJtklM9SQO2TimIocQgNOpPPvLpJYdk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wvnews.com%2Fnews%2Fwvnews%2Fjustice-trump-made-a-mistake-not-endorsing-mckinley%2Farticle_63284f3c-cd5f-11ec-82c3-7fc680a0a760.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JljrJ1WFcxrvWJtklM9SQO2TimIocQgNOpPPvLpJYdk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.3newsnow.com%2Fnews%2Finvestigations%2Fnebraskas-charles-herbster-paid-property-taxes-late-nearly-600-times&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W%2FSGDO1TXIU7xwmFvyaeLKqjBVNXMQ7a2muLmmaMKWs%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.3newsnow.com%2Fnews%2Finvestigations%2Fnebraskas-charles-herbster-paid-property-taxes-late-nearly-600-times&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W%2FSGDO1TXIU7xwmFvyaeLKqjBVNXMQ7a2muLmmaMKWs%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frollcall.com%2F2017%2F10%2F04%2Fas-messer-and-rokita-squabble-third-gop-indiana-senate-hopeful-sees-opening%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DF5RRPoEQtj5aUXT16Du%2BlEmfzMAIpbf9njmOINlyOw%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2022%2F04%2F30%2Fus%2Fpolitics%2Fcharles-herbster-groping.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j%2Fytl36vuKd6orv%2F3C9TxxDMk9%2BooB2i6LmfG2tIQyA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D5xrc3vF1tkc&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VMoyYHvk13oPq7QnpVpqz4ZjvXbq8XZdi7S1DHA0pZw%3D&reserved=0





“If you can win with these allegations in Nebraska, you can probably win anywhere,” said Mike
DuHaime, a Republican strategist. But if Herbster loses, DuHaime said, Trump can point to the
allegations against him as the culprit, rather than the waning power of his endorsement.
Later this year in Georgia, another Trump-endorsed candidate who has faced allegations of domestic
violence, Herschel Walker, is running for Senate, though he does not face a competitive primary.
And in Missouri, where Trump has not yet made an endorsement, former Gov. Eric Greitens has
alarmed some Republican insiders by persisting with his bid for Senate even after his former
wife accused him of abusing her and their children, the latest in a series of scandals for Greitens.
Will Democrats’ fresh start pay off in a battleground district?
The Democratic primaries in Nebraska’s Second Congressional District have been some of the most
eventful in recent House history — even if few people have noticed.
In 2018, Kara Eastman, then an underfunded candidate backed by the progressive group Justice
Democrats, defeated the district’s former congressman, Brad Ashford, in the primary. Democrats,
sure that Eastman was too liberal for this suburban Republican-held seat, largely ignored the district,
but were surprised to see how close Eastman got to winning.
In 2020, Eastman won again in the primary — this time with support from the Democratic
establishment and with a messaging makeover. She defeated Ashford’s wife, Ann Ashford, in the
primary. Then Brad Ashford crossed party lines to endorse Representative Don Bacon, a Republican
who won re-election.
This year, Democrats are trying again, but with a new candidate. The primary comes down to Tony
Vargas, a state senator, and Alisha Shelton, a mental health practitioner who placed third in the
2020 Senate primary.
“Both Tony Vargas and Alisha Shelton have built their careers on helping hardworking Nebraska
families get ahead,” said Johanna Warshaw, a spokeswoman for the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee. “No matter who wins the Democratic primary, either candidate is well
positioned to take on Don Bacon and his extremist policies in this Biden-won seat.”
 


OWH: Nebraska isn't seeing rise in COVID numbers reported
elsewhere in US


 
The number of COVID-19 cases in Nebraska remained relatively flat last week, with little evidence
that the newest variants are causing cases to spike significantly here.
Nebraska reported 816 new cases last week, virtually unchanged from the 808 cases the week
before, according to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data.
Nebraska cases generally have ranged between 300 and 900 since February, even as new variants
have led to surging case numbers in numerous states across the country.
Wastewater sampling data for Douglas, Sarpy and Washington Counties has been showing flat virus
rates over that time. Case counts in Douglas and Lancaster Counties have ticked up slightly over the
past several weeks.
How the coming weeks and months will look likely will depend on how much immunity remains from
a combination of vaccinations, booster shots and people infected by the winter omicron wave.
Last year, cases in Nebraska remained low over the summer but began to increase in September as
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the weather cooled, more people gathered indoors and schools reopened.
As of Sunday, the nation as a whole was averaging about 68,800 new cases a day on a seven-day
average, up about 47% from two weeks ago. Hospitalizations nationally also are on the rise.
Hospitalizations in Nebraska, however, are mostly unchanged. An average of 55 Nebraskans were
hospitalized with COVID-19 last week, up from 54 the week before. Hospitalizations stand at roughly
1/20th the levels seen during Nebraska’s pandemic peak.
Overall, Nebraska cases are up 16% in the past two weeks. Iowa’s cases have more than doubled in
the past two weeks, the seventh-highest increase among the states.
Nebraska reported 19 more COVID deaths last week, bringing the number of confirmed or probable
deaths to 4,216. The state has seen just under 481,000 confirmed cases over the pandemic.
By Julie Anderson and Henry J. Cordes
 


OWH: Offutt airmen ask judge to block COVID vaccine
mandate, citing religious beliefs


 
Three current or former Offutt airmen who have refused the COVID-19 vaccine on religious grounds
asked a federal district court judge in Omaha on Monday to stop the Air Force from discharging or
otherwise punishing them.
Capt. Ian McGee, an RC-135 instructor pilot with the Offutt-based 55th Wing, said he applied for a
religious exemption eight months ago but hasn’t received a response from his chain of command. He
expects it to be denied, as the Air Force has denied nearly all of the more than 7,800 airmen who
have applied for them under the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, known as RFRA.
McGee said he would give up his nine-year military career rather than be injected with a vaccine
tested with cell lines taken many years ago from aborted fetuses.
“It goes against my sincerely held religious beliefs as a born-again Christian,” McGee testified. “My
resolve is to stay with my relationship with Jesus Christ.”
The three airmen are part of a larger group of 36 — including active-duty, National Guard and
reserves — who filed suit in U.S. District Court in Nebraska in March seeking to overturn the
mandate issued by the Pentagon last August. They argue it is a violation of their First Amendment
rights.
The defendants include Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin III, Air Force Secretary Frank Kendall, and the
leaders of the Kansas and Nebraska National Guards.
Seventeen of the airmen are assigned to Offutt, and three serve in Lincoln with the Nebraska Air
National Guard. Eleven others are from McConnell Air Force Base in Wichita, Kansas. Others are
from Arizona, Texas, Mississippi and Virginia.
They are represented by former Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach and a team of lawyers from
the America First Policy Institute, a conservative think tank organized last year by several top
advisers in the administration of former President Donald Trump.
At Monday’s hearing, Kobach asked Judge Brian Buescher for a preliminary injunction barring the Air
Force from taking any punitive action against any of the 7,835 airmen who have requested
exemptions under RFRA.
If granted, it would apply nationwide.







“These individuals should not be punished for practicing their religious faith,” Kobach said.
He blasted the elaborate multi-level review of the applications for religious exemptions, alleging that
more than 7,500 have been denied and only 46 granted. And the ones granted were only for airmen
who were within six months of retirement.
“It’s a colossal bureaucratic waste of time, when none are granted,” he said.
Tim Hook, a lawyer for the U.S. Attorney’s Office representing the military defendants, justified the
vaccine mandate because of the extreme risk to the military in a pandemic that has now claimed
more than 1 million lives. He noted several COVID outbreaks on military posts and U.S. Navy ships,
some of which prevented deployments.
“This virus has killed more people than all those killed in all the nation’s wars,” he said.
Hook’s co-counsel, Lynett Wagner, said courts have traditionally given the military wide latitude to
make decisions for the defense of the nation, citing a concurring opinion just two weeks ago by
Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh in a parallel religious freedom case involving Navy SEALs.
“The commanders on the front line are in the best position to evaluate the level of risk,” Wagner
said. “We are going to have to rely on the commanders to make the decision.”
McGee said he has deployed 10 times in his career, and three times since the pandemic began in
2020. He just returned in April from a six-month deployment to Qatar, in the Middle East, during
which he was named “Officer of the Quarter.” That signifies the outstanding performance among
200 officers in his unit.
During the deployment, he accepted restrictions that didn’t apply to his vaccinated peers, such as
frequent testing and a requirement that he not leave base.
But because of the new requirements, he can no longer deploy or travel away from Offutt for any
training. That will stymie his career.
“I would be willing to take any less-restrictive measures to help the Air Force in reducing the spread
of COVID-19,” McGee said.
A second plaintiff in the case, Lt. Col. Armand Fondren II, a former RC-135 pilot at Offutt who is now
an instructor pilot in Mississippi, testified that his application for a religious exemption was reviewed
by a “religious review team” that included his unit’s chaplain. The six-member group voted 4-2 to
recommend the exemption be granted, and his commander agreed. But his exemption was turned
down at higher levels.
Except for lawyers, the courtroom was cleared during the testimony of a third plaintiff — an enlisted
Air Force reservist identified in court documents as “Airman #9” — to preserve his anonymity
because of his sensitive job as an Arabic and French language translator aboard RC-135 Rivet Joint
aircraft at Offutt.
In his closing arguments, Kobach urged Buescher to act quickly. He said 18 of the 36 airmen now
face discharge because their requests and appeals have been denied.
Buescher said he would be looking closely at whether the Air Force was issuing automatic denials of
religious exemptions. He didn’t indicate when he would issue his ruling, except to say: “As soon as I
can.”
By Steve Liewer
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nurses say their field is challenging and
rewarding, despite workforce challenges







 
LINCOLN — Nursing remains a rewarding job despite the workforce challenges facing the
profession.  
That was the message Monday from a handful of nurses during a Zoom press conference about the
annual commemoration of Nurses Week, May 6-12.
Stress caused by COVID-19, as well as earlier than expected retirement of some nurses, is
contributing to a workforce shortage in the field. 
Nebraska is expected to be short 5,400 nurses by the year 2025, according to Jeremy Nordquist,
president of the Nebraska Hospital Association.
Need to ‘retain who we have’
“We really need to invest in education in the long haul, but if we’re going to get through this
workforce crisis, we’re going to have to retain who we have,” Nordquist said.
On Monday, a handful of nurses described the challenging but rewarding nature of the work.
Lacie Ferguson, a registered nurse in the intensive care unit at Bryan Health in Lincoln, described the
“privilege” of caring for individuals in what may be a patient’s “darkest and most vulnerable time.”
Ben Garcia, a wound care nurse for Heritage Estates in Scottsbluff, said he switched careers to
nursing later in life after after realizing how important it was to him to help other people.  
Nurses make a difference
“Nursing is a challenging profession. It is not easy,” said Kari Wade, the president of the Nebraska
Nurses Association. “But it is incredibly rewarding. The difference nurses make is real.”
Nordquist said that the shortage of nurses and certified nursing assistants has run between 15% and
20% in some areas of the state in recent weeks. But, he said, some nurses are starting to return to
full-time positions after working as “traveling” nurses during the height of the pandemic.
He said the Nebraska Legislature took several steps during the 2022 session to address the
workforce challenges, including increasing funding for loan forgiveness programs and scholarships
for those entering the health care field.
Allocating $60 million to the state’s community colleges is expected to increase training
opportunities for health-care workers statewide, Nordquist added, and establishing a second state
medical center in Kearney will also help.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: One-third of registered voters expected to show up in
Nebraska, Lancaster County


 
With a hotly contested Republican governor's race drawing voters to the polls, top state and county
election officials predict about one-third of eligible voters will cast ballots in Tuesday’s primary
election.
Secretary of State Bob Evnen, the state’s top election official, expects 35% turnout based on early
votes cast and recent history. He said there had been 227,679 early ballot requests and 122,679
ballots returned as of Friday.
A wave of nearly 8,500 new Republican voters, with about 10,900 fewer Democratic and nonpartisan







voters, could be a signal that many voters switched in hopes of weighing in on the GOP governor's
race, which appears too close to call between the top three candidates.
In addition to the governor's race, Nebraska voters will also be nominating candidates to replace
former U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, a Republican convicted in March on charges he lied to federal
authorities about an illegal campaign contribution. Even though he has resigned and withdrawn as a
candidate, his name will appear on the primary ballot. Democrat Patty Pansing Brooks and
Republican Mike Flood will face off in a special election on June 28 to finish out his term and both
hope to advance from the primary to the Nov. 8 general election.
Voters will also choose a new attorney general and state auditor. And Evnen is being challenged by
two Republicans who believe there was illegal voting in the 2020 election in Nebraska.
There are five Southeast Nebraska legislative districts on the ballot, and only one race features an
incumbent.
Lancaster County Election Commissioner Dave Shively predicts about 37%, or 74,000 voters, will cast
votes. Although all of the Lancaster County offices, including three of the five County Board seats,
are on the ballot, many county races are not competitive.
Contested races include the Republican ticket for the District 3 Lancaster County Board seat where
incumbent Deb Schorr is being challenged by former Lincoln Board of Education member Matt
Schulte and Panama Mayor Travis Filing.
In the county treasurer’s race, either Jasmine Gibson or Tracy Refior will become the Republican
nominee to compete against Democratic incumbent Rachel Garver in November.
On the Democratic ticket, Public Defender Joe Nigro faces challenger Kristi Egger.
One candidate each will be eliminated in the Southeast Community College Board of Governors
District 5 race and the Lower Platte South Natural Resources Subdistrict 1 race.
Shively said there were 40,750 requests for early vote ballots in Lancaster County, and about 29,000
had been returned as of Friday.
Here are answers to some frequently asked questions:
When are the polls open?
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
How do I know where to vote?
Go to the State of Nebraska VoterCheck site at votercheck.necvr.ne.gov and click on “Polling Place.”
Or call your county clerk/election commissioner's office.
Can I still return my early vote ballot?
Early vote ballots in Lancaster County can be delivered in person to the Election Commission Office,
601 N. 46th St., by 8 p.m. Do not mail your ballot or return it to your polling place Tuesday.
Can I vote if I did not re-register?
Yes, if you have a voter registration on file, you can go to your new polling place on Election Day. You
will be asked to complete a new registration form, and your ballot will be sealed in an envelope.
Do I need a voting card to vote?
No, the card is for information only and does not need to be presented to election officials to vote.
No identification is required to vote.
How do I track my ballot or know it was accepted?
Check the Voter Information Center, votercheck.necvr.ne.gov/voterview, on the Secretary of State’s
website to track the status of your ballot, including when your ballot was sent, returned and its
status.
What if I asked for an early ballot, but didn't receive one?
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If you happen to lose a ballot, ruin it or have not received your early ballot by Election Day, you can
still vote with a provisional ballot at your polling place.
Are polling places handicap-accessible?
Yes. You can ask for your ballot to be brought to your car if it is difficult for you to get into the polling
place.
Can voters receive assistance in voting?
Voters who cannot read, are blind or have a physical disability may request assistance in marking
their ballots. The voter may have a friend or relative help, or he or she may request the assistance of
two election board workers, one each of a different party.
In addition, a voting machine will be available at each polling location. Visually or physically disabled
voters can use it to mark ballots in private and unassisted.
Can someone pick up a ballot on my behalf?
If you are unable to go to the polls, another person can pick up an early vote ballot on your behalf
until 7 p.m. at the county election office. It must be returned by 8 p.m.
What's against the rules?
* Campaigning or handing out political literature within 200 feet of a polling place, except on private
property.
* Wearing political badges or insignia into a polling place on Election Day.
What if I want to report a problem or have a question?
Contact your county clerk/election commissioner or the Secretary of State's office at 402-471-2555
or 888-727-0007.
How can I get more information about candidates?
The Journal Star Voter's Guide and earlier campaign and election stories are available online
at JournalStar.com. Coverage will continue on the Journal Star's website through and beyond
Election Day.
What if I have questions not answered here?
Lancaster County residents who have questions should contact the Lancaster County Election
Commission Office at 402-441-7311. The Secretary of State's office is at 402-471-2555 or 888-727-
0007.
By Shelly Kulhanek
 


LJS: Average gas price now tops $4 in Lincoln


 
Average gas prices in Lincoln have topped $4 for the first time in nearly 14 years.
As of Monday morning, the average price for a gallon of unleaded gas was $4.05, according to AAA,
the highest price since July 2008 and within 10 cents of the all-time record.
The price is about 21 cents higher than it was a month ago and $1.17 higher than a year ago.
Lincoln's price is higher than the statewide average of $3.98 a gallon, but it's not the highest in the
state. That honor goes to Kearney, which had an average price of $4.07 a gallon Monday.
On a county level, the highest price was in Brown County, which is in north-central Nebraska. Its
average price as of Monday morning was $4.30 a gallon.
Nebraska is one of the few states in the country to have not yet hit $4 a gallon for its average gas
price. Nebraska's $3.98-per-gallon average was the seventh-lowest in the country as of Monday



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Felections%2F2022-primary-voters-guide%2Fcollection_22803bfa-4436-5106-9f4f-49c8d1d6a083.html%231&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i8pOuY9xO4K15YmidaECaXLHBmTBPIQJTHNrjADIB8Q%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4f4b4b4d3e724ca8dfde08da3286d684%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637877851984257483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQ5gMJYZcMd44A7CIBT5ub8aPXvhXSWKKmrETz%2FxlHo%3D&reserved=0





morning.
Nationally, prices Monday morning were just less than $4.33 a gallon, which is just short of the all-
time record set in early March, when prices were surging in the first few weeks of Russia's invasion
of Ukraine.
The current surge in prices can also be traced to the Russia-Ukraine situation.
“Gasoline and diesel prices alike saw strong upward momentum last week as oil prices continued to
climb after the EU signaled its desire to sanction Russian oil," said Patrick De Haan, head of
petroleum analysis at GasBuddy, in a blog post.
Another factor, according to AAA, is that gasoline demand is continuing to rise while total gasoline
supply declined last week by 2.2 million barrels.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH Midlands Voices: How Meyer v. Nebraska and the 14th
Amendment are tied to Roe v. Wade


 
Will Roe v. Wade stand? The unprecedented leak of a draft opinion circulating among the Supreme
Court justices seems to spell the end of the 50-year-old decision constitutionally guaranteeing the
right of a woman to terminate her pregnancy and decide for herself the size of her family.
Those of us who advocate for reproductive rights in America worry that the very concept of personal
liberty is at risk. If Roe is overturned and access to abortion is left unprotected as a constitutional
right, so may be the right to privacy, access to birth control and same-sex marriage — all protected
by the liberty right found in the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
From where did that right stem? Meyer v. Nebraska.
On May 25, 1920, Robert T. Meyer, a teacher at the Evangelical Lutheran Church School near
Hampton, in Hamilton County, Nebraska, was arrested for teaching a class in the German language.
Because of anti-German sentiment at the time, a state law prohibiting teaching in a foreign language
had been enacted by the Nebraska Legislature.
The Lutheran Church challenged the law, arguing it was unconstitutional under the 14th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution because Meyer was being deprived of both his property (his
business as a language teacher was ruined) and that the law was “an invasion of his personal
liberty.”
The 14th Amendment reads in part, “No state shall … deprive any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law.”
The Nebraska Supreme Court in a 4-2 decision upheld the law, ruling that it was within the police
powers of the state to protect its citizens from the dangers that might stem from resident foreigners
educating their children in their native language. The decision was appealed to the U.S. Supreme
Court.
On June 4, 1923, Justice James C. McReynolds, writing for the majority, found the Nebraska law
unconstitutional because it had deprived Meyer of his personal liberty. It was the first time the 14th
Amendment had been used to protect personal liberties.
McReynolds wrote: “While this Court has not attempted to define with exactness the liberty thus
guaranteed, the term has received much consideration and some of the included things have been







definitely stated. Without doubt, it denotes not merely freedom from bodily restraint but also the
right of the individual to contract, to engage in any of the common occupations of life, to acquire
useful knowledge, to marry, to establish a home and bring up children, to worship God according to
the dictates of his own conscience, and generally enjoy those privileges long recognized at common
law as essential to the orderly pursuit of happiness by free men.”
In 1965, a law prohibiting the dissemination of birth control information to married persons was
found unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. The majority opinion in that case, Griswold v.
Connecticut, specifically cited Meyer as giving constitutional “dignity” to the right to study the
German language in a private school.
Justice William O. Douglas wrote: “The First Amendment has a penumbra where privacy is protected
from government intrusion,” adding that the 14th Amendment, prohibiting a state from denying its
citizens personal liberties, “as the right to study any particular subject or any foreign language,” as
established in the Meyer decision, should be applied as well to information about birth control.
Then came Roe v. Wade in 1973.
Justice Harry Blackmun noted the Constitution does not explicitly mention any right of privacy,
saying, “however the Court has recognized that a right of personal privacy, or a guarantee of certain
areas or zones of privacy, does exist under the Constitution.” Referring to Meyer, he added that the
court had found “at least the roots of that right … in the concept of liberty guaranteed by the 14th
Amendment.”
In 2015, Justice Anthony Kennedy in Obergefell v. Hodges, cited the liberty protections in Meyer
establishing the right of same-sex marriage. “A basis for protecting the right to marry is that it
safeguards children and families and thus draws meaning from related rights of child rearing,
procreation, and education.” Quoting Meyer, he wrote, “The right to ‘marry, establish a home and
bring up children’ is a central part of the liberty protected” by the Constitution.
Not only the basic liberty of a woman’s right to abortion is at risk if Roe falls, but also access to birth
control and the right of same-sex couples to marry — all guaranteed under the Constitution on the
foundation of the 1923 Meyer decision.
Little did Nebraskan Meyer realize the firestorm he was starting by teaching in German in a rural
school house. We will see how it ends.
Randy Moody of Lincoln is a retired lawyer and lobbyist who has been a Planned Parenthood
volunteer in leadership roles for nearly 40 years, serving for seven of those years as a member of the
organization’s national governing board.
 


LJS Local View: Investing in the future


 
The future of Greater Nebraska hasn’t looked any brighter for decades. And we can prove it!
At Nebraska Community Foundation, we do lots of things. We help communities identify their local
assets, teach them about the value of building endowments, train committed volunteers on a variety
of community development topics and much more.
For over 25 years, we’ve also been working diligently to build what we call “an optimistic, confident
brand for Greater Nebraska.”
If you are reading this column, you are no doubt familiar with some of the negative stigmas and
storylines attached to rural places – that they are fading into oblivion, unworthy of our investment







and attention. Though our work in changing this tired rural narrative may never end, it has certainly
become easier in recent years, in part thanks to the tireless efforts of NCF’s 1,500 volunteers across
the state who are helping their hometowns not just survive but thrive.
This isn’t just a feeling. There are a variety of factors that are contributing to my confidence in the
future of our rural communities and numerous critical data sets that point to a more prosperous
future.
First, the latest U.S. Census shows that Nebraska’s population growth has been steady and now
equals the U.S. average for the first time since 1900. The Center for Public Affairs Research at UNO’s
analysis shows Nebraska’s net migration has also improved over time with net gains in the last three
decades. This growth isn’t just limited to urban places. Population increased in 183 of Nebraska’s
529 communities during the 2010s, up from 142 in the 2000s.
Second, the way young Nebraskans feel about their rural Nebraska hometowns has shifted
drastically in recent years. Through Nebraska Community Foundation’s Youth Surveys – a study of
thousands of Greater Nebraska high schoolers – we made some very unexpected and exciting
discoveries.
Any idea what Nebraska’s Generation Zers identify as the top three features of their ideal
community? Internet access? Restaurants and nightlife? Nope. It’s safety, good schools and
proximity to family.
Surprised? We were, too! This is extraordinary news for our small communities, where safety, good
schools and proximity to family already exist. In other words, Greater Nebraska already has what
Gen Z wants. Yet another reason to feel optimistic.
Finally, Nebraska Community Foundation’s latest Transfer of Wealth Study reveals the incredible
abundance that exists in our great state. More than $100 billion in Nebraska wealth will pass from
one generation to another over the next 10 years.
Over 50 years, the figure swells to $950 billion. Imagine all the ways this abundance could be used to
improve quality of life and continue to build communities of choice. We’re already seeing it in places
like Diller, Red Cloud, Norfolk, Hebron, O’Neill, McCook, Laurel, Ainsworth, Ogallala, Pender,
Imperial, Stuart, Ord, Bertrand, Howells and my community of Columbus.
If you share my belief in the future of Greater Nebraska, I hope you’ll take a minute to
visit www.fivetothrivene.org where you’ll learn more about why our Nebraska hometowns are
worthy of our investment. I also ask that you consider joining us in the Five to Thrive movement – a
call to action for all generous Nebraskans to consider leaving 5% of their assets to a local charitable
cause, a collective act that would result in billions of dollars to be reinvested into the future of our
hometowns and state.
Remember, when we all leave five, our hometowns thrive!
KC Belitz is chief operating officer at Nebraska Community Foundation.
 


Stateline.org: States wary of abortion prosecutions


 
Last month, 26-year-old Lizelle Herrera was arrested in Texas and charged with murder over a self-
induced abortion.
A hospital had reported the abortion to law enforcement. But prosecutors later acknowledged she
shouldn’t have been prosecuted and dropped the charge. “In reviewing applicable Texas law, it is
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clear that Ms. Herrera cannot and should not be prosecuted for the allegation against her,” Starr
County District Attorney Gocha Allen Ramirez said in a press release.
If the U.S. Supreme Court weakens or overturns the right to abortion as expected in the months
ahead, health advocates warn that more people who manage their own abortions using U.S. Food
and Drug Administration-approved medications, herbal remedies or other nonmedical methods will
be falsely arrested on charges of violating abortion bans, homicide laws and other criminal statutes.
The justices have voted to strike down Roe v. Wade, according to a draft majority opinion written by
Justice Samuel Alito that circulated inside the Supreme Court in February and was obtained by
Politico. “Roe was egregiously wrong from the start,” Alito wrote in the leaked draft. Justices could
change their votes during deliberations, and the decision won’t be final until published, but it
revealed the court’s thinking.
“Once federal protection of abortion is gone,” said Drexel University law Professor David Cohen, “we
can expect to see more overzealous local prosecutors taking aggressive actions against people for
self-managed abortions and other pregnancy outcomes.”
Lawmakers and criminal justice officials in a handful of states are trying to prevent these rogue legal
actions, which conflict with current state laws and in all but a few cases have been overturned by
courts. But even in left-leaning states, the new efforts have faced pushback, and advocates fear
more women will be charged.
Ever since the Supreme Court guaranteed the right to abortion in its 1973 decision, state laws
restricting the procedure have held abortion providers, not pregnant people, responsible. Even
before the landmark ruling, state laws stopped short of holding pregnant people responsible for the
procedure, according to legal scholars.
But prosecutors who have charged women with self-induced abortion have argued they violated a
variety of other state laws, including manslaughter, fetal homicide and homicide by child abuse,
according to research by National Advocates for Pregnant Women, a nonprofit that provides legal
defense for pregnant women.
Physicians, public health officials and women’s advocates have long cautioned that arrests for self-
managed abortions and miscarriages will disproportionately stigmatize low-income people,
immigrants and women of color who already lack access to reproductive health care.
The number of such cases has been low: roughly 1,700 arrests and other legal actions since 1973,
including surveillance and child services interventions, according to National Advocates for Pregnant
Women. But legal experts and civil rights advocates think that attempts to prosecute women for
self-managed abortions will rise as state abortion bans tighten and more women choose to end their
pregnancies on their own.
“It has never been politically popular to enact laws that punish women for abortions,” Cohen said.
But as more states ban the procedure, local prosecutors will likely become emboldened to take
matters into their own hands, he said.
California Attorney General Rob Bonta, a Democrat, warned state law enforcers in January not to
use the state’s homicide laws or other statutes to punish individuals for self-managed abortion or
other pregnancy loss.
In an April 27 letter, he urged attorneys general in all 50 states to alert law enforcement officials
similarly to refrain.
“For years, state actors across the country have subjected individuals experiencing pregnancy to
improper and discriminatory criminal prosecutions, detention and surveillance,” Bonta wrote.
“Criminal statutes meant to protect people who are pregnant from the violent acts of others have







been misapplied to penalize them for any number of activities” that may result in harm to a fetus or
a pregnancy loss, he wrote.
In April, Colorado enacted a broad reproductive health law that, among other protections, ensured
that a person could not be prosecuted for pregnancy-related death or harm to a fetus. Washington
state enacted a law in March that protects people seeking an abortion and those who aid them from
legal action from the state.
In 2019, Illinois and New York enacted provisions excluding a pregnant person from fetal homicide
laws, and Rhode Island repealed its fetal homicide law.
This year, lawmakers in California and Maryland have considered similar bills, clarifying that a person
may not be punished for the death of a fetus due to any acts or omissions during their pregnancy or
shortly thereafter.
By Christine Vestal
 


Bloomberg: Tyson says high meat prices not yet hitting
consumer demand


 
Meat demand is still going strong despite soaring inflation, according to second-quarter results from
Tyson Foods Inc.
The biggest U.S. meat company by sales said a pickup in beef and chicken volumes boosted returns,
and it raised its full-year revenue outlook to a range of $52 billion to $54 billion, from $49 billion to
$51 billion previously.
"Although we continue to see inflationary pressures across the supply chain, we are working to drive
costs down by continuing to increase our efficiency, productivity and bringing more capacity online,"
Chief Executive Officer Donnie King said in a statement Monday.
The top U.S. chicken producer and owner of Hillshire Farms and Ball Park hot dogs has been raising
prices to offset a tight labor market and soaring costs. Chicken breasts were fetching record prices at
supermarkets.
Tyson pointed to higher prices for cattle, hogs, animal feed, freight and labor. Beef prices were up
24% in the second quarter, while chicken was up 14% and pork 11% higher. With only small
expansion in total U.S. beef supplies this year, Tyson expects "another strong year," while its chicken
segment is expected to have a better second half of the year, the company said in a statement.
Adjusted earnings in the second quarter of $2.29 per share topped analyst estimates for $1.90. Sales
of $13.12 billion compared with estimates for $12.8 billion.
Tyson, based in Springdale, Arkansas, has also been under pressure by politicians in Washington for
elevated meat prices, with executives from the four biggest U.S. beef companies denying a
conspiracy to fix prices.
Tyson shares climbed 3.4% before the start of normal trading in New York. The stock has climbed
over 4% so far this year, even though it remains shy of the record high of $99.09 reached when it
reported results Feb. 7.
 







CNN: States receive billions in extra federal Medicaid funds
to cover more Americans during the pandemic


 
States are expected to receive a total of more than $100 billion in extra federal Medicaid funds to
help them get through the Covid-19 pandemic, according to a Kaiser Family Foundation
analysis released Tuesday. That’s more than double what they are projected to spend on the growth
in Medicaid enrollees.
The expanded funding stems from a coronavirus relief measure Congress approved in March 2020. It
provides states with a 6.2 percentage point increase in their federal match rate for most enrollees.
In return, states have not been allowed to drop residents involuntarily from Medicaid coverage
during the public health emergency, which is currently set to expire in mid-July.
That protection has led enrollment to balloon – with Kaiser projecting that it will hit 110.3 million by
the end of fiscal year 2022 on September 30, an increase of 25% from fiscal year 2019, before the
pandemic began.
States are expected to spend a total of $47.2 billion from fiscal year 2020 through fiscal year 2022 to
cover the additional people enrolled in Medicaid because of the continuous coverage requirement,
according to the Kaiser analysis. The enhanced federal match estimate is over the same time period.
About two-thirds of states say they are using the federal fiscal relief to help address Medicaid or
general budget shortfalls and to mitigate cuts to benefits and to provider rates, according to
a separate Kaiser report. The additional federal money allows states to spend more of their own
funds on other needs, such as education, rather than their share of Medicaid costs.
Support for states
The enhanced Medicaid funding is one of several ways the federal government has poured money
into state coffers during the pandemic. Lawmakers also provided a total of $500 billion in aid to state
and local governments in two other relief packages, though their economies did not crater as initially
feared.
In fact, many states are flush with funds – thanks in large part to a wide array of federal pandemic
support efforts and higher-than-anticipated tax revenues – and are cutting taxes.
The augmented Medicaid match was designed to quickly provide broad fiscal relief for states, said
Robin Rudowitz, director of Kaiser’s Program on Medicaid and the Uninsured and co-author of the
analysis. The federal government also temporarily increased the match rate as part of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to help states contend with the economic fallout from the
Great Recession.
Fewer enrollees after emergency ends
Kaiser projects that Medicaid enrollment will have grown by 22.2 million people between fiscal year
2019 and the end of fiscal year 2022.
But it is expected to plummet once the public health emergency ends and states are once again
allowed to review eligibility for coverage – which could start as soon as August 1 if the declaration is
not renewed.
Between 5.3 million and 14.2 million people could be dropped during fiscal year 2023, with the
largest losses occurring among low-income adults who qualify under Medicaid expansion, certain
other adults and children, Kaiser estimates. The figure is “highly uncertain,” it notes.
A separate Urban Institute analysis found that enrollment could decline by 14.4 million if the public
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health emergency expires after the second quarter of 2022.
Enrollees could lose coverage because they no longer meet income or other criteria or because of
administrative barriers, such as failing to receive or properly fill out the renewal paperwork.
States will be largely responsible for reaching out to their residents to determine if they remain
eligible and, if not, to help them shift to other policies, such as on the Affordable Care Act
exchanges. They have 14 months to complete the eligibility checks.
“How states implement the unwinding of the continuous enrollment requirement will make a really
big difference in how many people are able to retain coverage,” Rudowitz said.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 5-16-22
Date: Monday, May 16, 2022 8:47:15 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn May 2022 7.82 -15.00 07:42
Corn Oct 2022 7.15 -45.00 07:42
Milo May 2022 7.37 -60.00 07:42
Milo Oct 2022 7.05 -55.00 07:42
Soybeans May 2022 15.58 -103.00 07:42
Soybeans Oct 2022 14.42 -70.00 07:42
Wheat May 2022 12.57 -85.00 07:42
Wheat Jul 2022 12.57 -85.00 07:42


 
TV and Radio
NCN: NCN Exclusive: Ricketts mum on national future but 'would not' challenge Fischer in 2024
CNN: GOP governor says that rape victims should have to carry child to term
CNN: Nebraska GOP governor says he will call a special session to pass total abortion ban if Roe is
overturned
KETV: 'They're still babies': Gov. Ricketts supports total abortion ban, including cases of rape or
incest
KLKN: Gov. Ricketts says he will push for total abortion ban if Roe V. Wade is overturned (no video)
Fox News: Roe reversal: Nebraska Gov. Ricketts vows to protect 'pre-born babies' if Court strikes
abortion ruling
WNAX: Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts Ready to Move on more Abortion Restrictions
KMTV: Need for foster families is high in Nebraska, but so is support
 
Governor
OWH: With only months remaining in office, Gov. Ricketts says work is far from over
OWH: Pillen's victory may boost Ricketts' political future — but not in a big way
LJS: Don Walton: Pillen's victory also a Ricketts win, Trump loss
OWH: Ricketts says he would support abortion ban, including in cases of rape or incest
Forbes: Nebraska Governor Will Push For Total Abortion Ban If Roe V. Wade Is Overturned
The Hill: Nebraska GOP governor would call special session to ‘do more to protect preborn babies’ if
Roe v. Wade overturned
Newsweek: Ricketts Vows Total Abortion Ban if Roe Overturned, Even for Rape, Incest
OWH: Hundreds rally again in support of abortion rights in Omaha
Newsmax: Nebraska Gov. Urges 'Preventative' Measures Over Restrictions to Stop Mass Shootings
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OWH: Primary success energizes conservative candidates for Nebraska's state ed board
LJS: Lincoln attorneys appointed to district court judgeships
Gambling News: Nebraska Governor Paves the Way for Casino License Applications in June
 
Agency
OWH: State agrees to pay $479K to settle lawsuit over Scottsbluff man's killing at hands of cellmate
AP: Nebraska to pay $479,000 to settle inmate death lawsuit
 
Legislature
OWH: Political parties confident about flipping seats in Nebraska Legislature
 
University
AP: Federal judge tosses most misconduct cases against Nebraska
 
State, Local and Regional
AP: Nebraska tax collections beat expectations in April
LJS: Storms cause extensive damage to parts of Nebraska
OWH: Final early primary ballots clear up some races, including 1 in Douglas County
OWH: Nebraska moms among many nationwide on the hunt for baby formula
LJS: Lincoln woman loses legal fight to keep her home following Supreme Court ruling
OWH: Report: Air Force made 'reasonable' choice choosing Huntsville over Offutt for SpaceCom HQ
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Nebraska's primary turnout isn't good enough
OWH Midlands Voices: You can’t spell ‘farmers’ without ‘e’ and ‘s’
OWH Midlands Voices: Federal law needed to protect LGBTQ Americans from discrimination
OWH Midlands Voices: Do Good Days brings us together to do good in every way we can
OWH Public Pulse


1. Independent voter blues
2. Voter suppression?
3. What we sow
4. Cease the carnage
5. Benefits of composting
6. Policy service regulation
7. Voter turnout
8. LB 873


LJS Editorial, 5/15: Few themes emerge after brutal primary
LJS Letters


1. Justices need term limits
2. Choose truth, not propaganda
3. Fiction is becoming fact
4. How about pro-compassion?
5. Tax cuts help wrong folks


Hastings Tribune: Praying for those who govern, serve public
Nebraska Examiner: Still among the lucky ones, even after catching COVID
 
National/Federal







Cedar Rapids Gazette: Iowa cryptocurrency site eats up electricity
CQ Roll Call: 2020 saw most firearm deaths since 1994, CDC reports
 


OWH: With only months remaining in office, Gov. Ricketts
says work is far from over


 
LINCOLN — The final regular legislative session of Pete Ricketts’ tenure leading the state is in the
books, but the two-term Nebraska governor said his work is far from over.
“Even when the Legislature’s out, we’re still running business here,” Ricketts told The World-Herald.
Barred by term limits from running for reelection, Ricketts has just over seven months left in his final
term as governor. He said his remaining time in office will largely be spent ensuring state business
continues running smoothly, and overseeing the first steps of several major pieces of legislation
passed during the session that concluded in April.
However, Ricketts’ remaining months could be defined by an upcoming U.S. Supreme Court ruling
that could overturn Roe v. Wade. Depending on the decision, Ricketts said, he may call for a special
legislative session to take up major changes to Nebraska’s current abortion laws.
Earlier this year, Nebraska lawmakers attempted to pass a bill that would have banned all abortions
in the state if Roe v. Wade is overturned. Ricketts expressed support for the bill, but it died after
it failed to reach 33 votes for a filibuster-ending cloture motion. The final vote was 31-15.
If a special session does happen, Ricketts could play a pivotal role in the outcome, as he is planning
on appointing two new senators in the coming months. The replacement for State Sen. Rich Pahls of
Omaha, who died in late April, will likely be appointed within the next month, Ricketts said. He will
also replace either Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk or Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln, depending on
who wins the June 28 special election in Nebraska’s 1st Congressional District.
Barring a special session, Ricketts said, many parts of the governor’s job are invisible to most
Nebraskans. He said he will continue working with state agencies on day-to-day business such as
improving customer service, monitoring public infrastructure projects and promoting Nebraska
business development to other states and countries.
Ricketts will also have a role overseeing the implementation of several major pieces of legislation
that passed during this year’s session. One example he cited was Legislative Bill 1014, which
allocates more than $1 billion in federal funds for pandemic relief projects through the American
Rescue Plan Act.
Within 60 days of the bill’s passage, Ricketts said, the state must complete guidance for how to apply
for several grants listed under the bill. He said the state has to share information within 90 days on
how applicants can qualify for those grants.
Another prominent bill was LB 1015, which authorized the construction of a $500 million canal-and-
reservoir system in eastern Colorado and western Nebraska. Ricketts, who proposed the canal
project, said the state just released a request for proposals on the project.
Outside his official capacity as governor, Ricketts said he plans to spend time campaigning for
Republican candidate Jim Pillen, who won Tuesday’s gubernatorial primary election, and whom
Ricketts has endorsed.
Part of the governor’s official duty is to develop a transition plan for the winner of November’s



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Ftrigger-bill-to-ban-abortions-fails-in-nebraska-legislature%2Farticle_c0130510-b5b4-11ec-9839-235d2bc59758.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XSTbunXlEXxvrkE1l%2FttK1bnK3LycHBvHWQa4ie7cuI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fricketts-to-appoint-new-state-senator-before-possible-special-session-on-abortion%2Farticle_95c5ab42-d232-11ec-a97f-7f37952b20aa.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ASMprjb6fhCEE04%2F3iXad%2BVpdwPmMiUPOf4hQ44J%2FWQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fnebraska-sen-rich-pahls-dies-at-78%2Farticle_28d2b358-c644-11ec-a04a-ffaac16a3316.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1vmp4Bn4br0CnJSIUiJIUKNVgo0%2Bz%2BYiNoAFMTSUSuY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskalegislature.gov%2Fbills%2Fview_bill.php%3FDocumentID%3D47196&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2rYAn13S7WkytGv0Insn%2Bsz6i%2B7kevLndbymLLZLmGY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fnebraska-lawmakers-advance-1-billion-pandemic-recovery-bill%2Farticle_bf2e13c0-aee7-11ec-a3e2-2384cff454ea.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yr%2FXEcU%2FvmHcqDGFR3EYiSfaICwkXqHVNBBHzl7OxCQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskalegislature.gov%2Fbills%2Fview_bill.php%3FDocumentID%3D47225&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FI1LThAjS1VVDxzWK4%2BAkr%2F7Ogr4oKbnPhmZKV2ICGM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fgov-ricketts-signs-bills-approving-nebraska-lake-canal-projects%2Farticle_f426c052-bf24-11ec-8801-a70c9439f546.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x2EwGkTm2sHDB7k0RyQFfkY27yDuLeHOjZdiJM%2B1B50%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fgov-ricketts-signs-bills-approving-nebraska-lake-canal-projects%2Farticle_f426c052-bf24-11ec-8801-a70c9439f546.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x2EwGkTm2sHDB7k0RyQFfkY27yDuLeHOjZdiJM%2B1B50%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fjim-pillen-declared-winner-of-gop-primary-for-nebraska-governor%2Farticle_b3f5a07e-cf9c-11ec-9613-e7f27128f34f.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cf10e61edae32401600b208da37429282%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883056342097983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N8OX%2FlMAQCW9d66TjhOX5itTQqwKLBjRExULsjsyZkQ%3D&reserved=0





general election, Ricketts said. That will include information on the next state budget and a lineup of
the biggest decisions the next governor must make soon after taking office.
Ricketts also plans to continue using the platform he has as governor to speak out about issues he
finds important. Most often, he said, these issues are federal actions he considers government
overreach, but he has also criticized local decisions.
Last year, Ricketts spoke out about the Nebraska State Board of Education’s proposed development
of health and sex education standards. The standards were both inclusive of diverse genders and
sexual orientations and extremely controversial for some Nebraskans. He said this prompted more
parents to speak up, and ultimately led the board to shelve the draft standards.
Recently, Ricketts has been speaking out about President Joe Biden’s energy policies, which he said
are contributing to inflation.
“One of the things that as a governor you can be effective doing is having that megaphone to be able
to talk about these issues,” Ricketts said.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: Pillen's victory may boost Ricketts' political future —
but not in a big way


 
On the heels of a victory by his preferred candidate in Nebraska’s GOP gubernatorial primary, Gov.
Pete Ricketts is throwing his political weight behind another candidate locked in a heated battle for
governor — in Georgia.
Ricketts, a two-term Republican governor from a wealthy and influential family, and other leaders in
the Republican Governors Association are expected to campaign this month for Georgia Gov. Brian
Kemp. The Georgia race, much like Nebraska’s primary, puts Ricketts opposite former President
Donald Trump, who has backed Kemp’s opponent.
The trip for Ricketts, who has largely focused his political power inside his home state, raises the
question: Does the outcome of Nebraska’s primary impact the outgoing governor’s chances of
success in a potential bid for higher office?
The short answer: probably not, or at least not by much.
Political observers have speculated about Ricketts’ potential aspirations for months, but he’s largely
refrained from discussing his future.
He confirmed to The World-Herald that he does plan on remaining in politics after he leaves the
Governor’s Office in January, but he declined to specify what position he plans to pursue.
He said his recent out-of-state travel has been mainly to promote business development for
Nebraska. He’ll travel to Dallas this coming week to meet with executives of major companies like
PepsiCo to discuss expansion opportunities in Nebraska, he said. The following week, he will visit Las
Vegas to promote Nebraska beef. He did not mention Georgia.
Ricketts has also been vocal about national issues, most recently criticizing President Joe Biden’s
energy policies as contributing to nationwide inflation. But Ricketts said that’s nothing new: He has
consistently used the governor’s “megaphone” to speak about issues he thinks should matter to
Nebraskans. The governor became especially vocal last year after Biden took office.
Former Nebraska Gov. Ben Nelson said the president’s office is the only elected position he could
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foresee Ricketts pursuing in the near future, barring any openings in Congress.
A handful of political observers pointed to the U.S. Senate as the most likely and beneficial option for
Ricketts.
But that would require either an opening or an intra-party fight. The next potential contest affecting
Nebraska would be in 2024 for the seat currently held by Sen. Deb Fischer, who easily won her 2018
reelection bid. Sen. Ben Sasse, also a Republican, handily won reelection in 2020.
“I’m just skeptical that Ricketts has much of a national future,” said John Hibbing, a political science
professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Hibbing said Ricketts looks like other Republicans
who support many of Trump’s policies without going all the way in their support for him. Also,
Hibbing said, Ricketts is from a small state and isn’t particularly photogenic.
If he does run for president, another former governor, Bob Kerrey, said Ricketts would be a strong
candidate in the 2024 Iowa caucuses.
“People in Iowa know who he is,” said Kerrey, who unsuccessfully sought the Democratic nomination
for president in 1992.
Even so, Kerrey said he would be surprised if Ricketts won the Republican nomination.
He is notably absent from many lists of potential 2024 presidential contenders, including a poll
earlier this year of Conservative Political Action Conference attendees, who overwhelmingly said
they would vote for Trump, followed by Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis.
Kerrey said Ricketts could stay out of what might be a crowded presidential race and instead look to
endorse a candidate in hopes of securing a Cabinet position.
He wouldn’t be the first Nebraska leader in recent memory to hold such a position. Former Gov.
Mike Johanns left the governorship early to become secretary of agriculture during the George W.
Bush administration. He then ran for a U.S. Senate seat and won.
Nelson, who was governor from 1991 to 1999, had a brief break from elected office before moving
on to the U.S. Senate in 2001. Having run for and lost a bid for the Senate in 1996 while governor,
Nelson said his reentry into politics was expected.
During his short break, Nelson said, he mainly focused on continuing his law practice, but he still
remained engaged publicly.
Ricketts’ post-governor political moves will largely depend on what office he plans to pursue, Kerrey
and Nelson said.
“Only he can answer that question,” Nelson said.
Regardless of the office, Ricketts will have to forge a path in a political landscape that is discernibly
different from when he was first elected governor in 2014. Trump, who called Ricketts a RINO
(Republican In Name Only) the day after Nebraska’s primaries, continues to hold sizable influence
over the GOP and its voters.
“I try to focus on things that I can control, and what President Trump says is not one of those,”
Ricketts said in response to Trump’s comment.
Daron Shaw, a professor in the government department at the University of Texas at Austin, said
Ricketts may have presidential ambitions, but a couple of big questions remain.
One is whether Trump is going to run in 2024. If he doesn’t, Shaw said, he will still loom large — so,
the second question concerns a candidate’s identity and where they’d take the party.
“We live in a world where if you’re going to endorse people, if you’re going to support people you
think are good for the party, that’s always going to be juxtaposed against what President Trump is
doing,” Shaw said.
If Trump continues to fixate on 2020, Hibbing said, many Republicans might decide it’s OK to break
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with him, as long as they still share policy positions. He sees Ricketts occupying that space.
“I think, increasingly, Republicans are going to be attracted to a lane that is reflecting a lot of
Trump’s policy positions but hopefully does not have the baggage that Donald Trump’s personality
has,” he said.
There was more to the Nebraska gubernatorial race than its Trump-vs.-Ricketts optics. Among other
influential factors, Trump’s pick was embroiled in scandal near the end of the campaign, while big
spending and negative advertising also played key roles.
Ricketts’ preferred candidate, hog producer and University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen, won with
about 34% of votes in unofficial results. Trump’s preferred candidate, cattle rancher and Conklin Co.
CEO Charles Herbster, got about 30% of the vote. Roughly 26% went to State Sen. Brett Lindstrom,
who presented himself as a fresh-faced conservative alternative.
Ricketts said the outcome was more an indicator that Nebraska Republicans share Pillen’s
conservative values than it was a win over Trump. According to Ricketts, Herbster was just a flawed
candidate, from his business’s roots in Missouri to recently reported allegations of sexual
misconduct against him — allegations that Herbster has denied.
Hibbing said he doesn’t think the race’s outcome reflected a diminishment of Trump’s influence as
much as bad judgment on his part for sticking with a deeply flawed candidate. And Nelson said the
results were close enough that they couldn’t act as a reliable indicator of whether Nebraska voters
are shifting away from Trump.
Both Nelson and Kerrey said Ricketts’ endorsement of Pillen likely had less to do with Ricketts
positioning himself against Trump, and more to do with the fact that Ricketts considered Pillen to be
a better candidate.
Ricketts has not been an anti-Trump Republican — far from it. He consistently backed Trump during
his presidency and praised the former president for his handling of the COVID-19 pandemic during a
2020 visit to the White House. The governor was among the Nebraska officials who appeared with
Trump at a rally at Eppley Airfield a week before the 2020 election.
The feelings at least appeared to be mutual, with former Trump campaign adviser Corey
Lewandowski telling The World-Herald in 2019 that Ricketts “has any future he wants.” Ricketts at
the time was the chair of the Republican Governors Association. He’s now co-chair.
“If he wanted to go to Washington — which, I don’t know why he would — I’m sure he could do that
in either an appointed capacity or some other capacity,” Lewandowski said at the time.
Even when breaking with Trump over the Herbster endorsement, Ricketts noted he was “a
champion of President Trump’s conservative leadership and his America First agenda.” And in his
endorsement of Herbster, Trump noted that Ricketts had been “terrific.”
Whatever Ricketts’ ambitions, Pillen’s win was better than a loss for the governor and could
hypothetically boost his national profile. But it’s a far cry from a fast track to the White House.
“If you’re a governor of a state, you want to be seen as competent,” said J. Miles Coleman, associate
editor of Sabato’s Crystal Ball. “You’ll want to be seen as having your house in order. You know, this
probably bodes well for him on that front, that he’s going to get his (preferred) successor likely
elected.”
But it’s challenging to rise up from a small state, said Coleman, who pointed to Ricketts’ leadership
role in the Republican Governors Association as an indicator that he does have some national
prominence already.
Ricketts also has another resource that goes far in politics: money. Federal election filings show
Ricketts — a member of the billionaire family that owns the Chicago Cubs — has contributed tens of
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thousands of dollars in just the first three months of 2022 to candidates and causes in Nebraska and
beyond.
He has donated to U.S. Senate candidates in Washington and Nevada and a U.S. House candidate in
Arizona. He contributed $50,000 to a super PAC supporting former North Carolina Gov. Pat
McCrory’s campaign for Senate, and he donated $10,000 to the Illinois Republican Party, according
to federal filings.
He also donated to Pillen’s campaign and spent big on third-party advertising attacking opponents in
that race.
As for Pillen’s victory, Kerrey doubts it will contribute much to Ricketts’ political future. Ultimately,
he said Nebraska’s primary elections don’t matter much to people outside Nebraska, and Ricketts’
own time as governor does a lot more for his political résumé than his endorsement of Pillen.
“No offense to Nebraska, but it wasn’t a race that got a huge amount of national attention,” said Tim
Hagle, a political science professor at the University of Iowa.
Hagle, however, said he thinks it’s important that things never got particularly nasty between
Ricketts and Trump. The former president — not known for withholding criticism of perceived
opponents — notably did not refer to Ricketts during a May 1 rally in Nebraska to support Herbster.
Shaw, the Texas professor, said the win doesn’t do anything to Ricketts’ national profile.
It could give Ricketts an opportunity — if he so chooses — to back candidates outside of Nebraska
who he thinks could help form his vision of the Republican Party, Shaw said. He could try to establish
credibility as a spokesperson for a particular approach within the party and try to build credentials as
a champion for that approach. As a credible spokesperson among elites and important party figures,
he could become a credible candidate for higher office.
“In other words … it’s possible that it’s a springboard, but ... a springboard into a fairly small pool,”
Shaw said.
By Sara Gentzler and Erin Bamer
 


LJS: Don Walton: Pillen's victory also a Ricketts win, Trump
loss


 
The first crack in Donald Trump's castle, a couple of intriguing congressional matchups, the
approaching battle for a filibuster-proof Legislature.
All of those are storylines developing from Nebraska's primary election results.
Jim Pillen's defeat of an embattled Charles Herbster in the Republican gubernatorial race stirred
considerable national political attention largely because of Trump's engagement.
"Former President Donald Trump wasn't on the ballot in Nebraska's crowded and combative
Republican gubernatorial primary ... but the former president suffered a defeat," Fox News stated
online.
"Mr. Herbster becomes the first Trump-endorsed candidate to lose in a 2022 primary — but most
likely not the last," The New York Times reported.
Nebraska primary election voters moved two big contests for House seats into play.
State Sens. Patty Pansing Brooks of Lincoln and Mike Flood of Norfolk won nominations for a two-
year term in eastern Nebraska's 1st District House seat. 
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And one of them will be running as the incumbent when that election matchup occurs in November
— because first they will meet in a special election on June 28 as party leadership choices to fill the
remaining six months of former Rep. Jeff Fortenberry's final term in office following his resignation in
the wake of his conviction in California.
It's complicated.
Although Republicans have dominated that congressional district and still hold an advantage in voter
registration numbers, next month's unusual special election contest is intriguing because it will not
include a 1st District incumbent for the first time since 2004.
And the election will occur in a newly revised congressional district whose Republican registration
advantage has been narrowed by the Legislature's redistricting decisions during a special session last
year.
Meanwhile, in metropolitan Omaha's competitive 2nd District, three-term Republican Rep. Don
Bacon is being challenged by state Sen. Tony Vargas, the Democratic nominee who has been a
steady voice for South Omaha's Latino community and an advocate for meatpacking workers rights.
Bacon has skillfully avoided the partisan pitfalls that are present in a politically divided district in
which Republican voters in Sarpy County recently have been called upon to ride to the rescue on
Election Night after Omaha voters give a divided nod to the Democratic candidate.
It's Nebraska's battleground congressional district, an urban district where Barack Obama and Joe
Biden have won presidential electoral votes.
                                             * * *                                            
On to the Legislature now.
Republicans have dreamed of a filibuster-proof majority of 33 senators or more in Nebraska's
nonpartisan Legislature. 
That's the number of votes required in the 49-member Legislature on a motion to cease debate and
free a proposal for advancement.
There are 32 Republicans in the Legislature now; actually 31 until Gov. Pete Ricketts names a
successor to Sen. Rich Pahls of Omaha, who died during the concluding days of the legislative
session. 
But that figure is misleading; members of the Nebraska Legislature are free and independent actors
not bound to party, or party discipline. There is not a 32-member Republican voting bloc now.
Four or five of the current senators who will be gone at the end of the year are Republicans who
have been determined to be free and independent from partisan or political party considerations.
And that independence has given them power and a leadership role within the legislative body to
accomplish their legislative goals.  Their votes, and their voices, have mattered.  And they have built
a legislative record during their eight years in the legislative chamber.
In a nonpartisan legislative body without party control, corralling a dependable filibuster-proof
political majority is far harder, and more complicated, than it may sound.
It's not 33 Republican members and done. 
                                                    * * *
That was a sure-footed performance by Ricketts on Sunday morning before a national TV audience
on CNN's widely watched "State of the Union" program.
And a welcome opportunity to raise his national profile.
With Ricketts' acknowledged preference to remain in the public sector rather than return to the
private sector upon completion of his two terms as governor next January, the future may point
Ricketts toward a national political role, whether elective or appointive.







Ricketts will travel to Georgia this month to campaign for Gov. Brian Kemp in his Republican primary
battle against former Sen. David Perdue, who has been endorsed by Trump.           
                                                    * * *
Finishing up:
* Only two incumbent senators, Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha and Mike Jacobson of North Platte,
received less than 50% of the vote in primary elections in their legislative districts, both in three-
candidate races.  Cavanaugh led with 47% and Jacobson, a recent gubernatorial appointee, ran
second with 44%.
* Largely unrecognized in election results because of the more competitive primary contests was
Rep. Adrian Smith's nomination to a ninth term in the House representing the vast 3rd Congressional
District.  Smith is dean of Nebraska's congressional delegation and a senior Republican member of
the tax-writing House Ways and Means Committee.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Ricketts says he would support abortion ban,
including in cases of rape or incest


 
Gov. Pete Ricketts voiced support Sunday for an abortion ban in Nebraska, including in cases of rape
and incest, and repeated his intent to call a special legislative session to take up the matter if the
U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade.
Speaking on CNN’s State of the Union on Sunday morning, Ricketts said Nebraska would take
“further steps to protect those preborn babies” if the court strikes down Roe, which the governor
called “a horrible constitutional decision,” according to a transcript of the interview.
Host Dana Bash then asked the Nebraska governor if that would apply to cases of rape or incest.
“They’re still babies, too,” Ricketts said. “Yes, they’re still babies.”
A draft Supreme Court opinion published by the news outlet Politico earlier this month revealed the
court could overturn the 1973 ruling that legalized abortion across the U.S. An opinion is expected in
June. If the court overturns Roe, it would send the abortion issue back to the states.
Ricketts reaffirmed his commitment to work with Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers to call a
special session on abortion if Roe is overturned.
“Nebraska is a pro-life state. I believe life begins at conception. And those are babies, too,” Ricketts
said Sunday.
The governor’s remarks came less than 24 hours after hundreds of demonstrators rallied in
downtown Omaha in support of abortion rights. It was at least the second large rally in Omaha since
news of the draft court opinion broke May 2.
Despite Ricketts assertion, lawmakers are far from unified in the Nebraska Legislature, where recent
attempts to limit abortion have failed to advance.
Legislation that would have banned abortion in the state if the Supreme Court strikes down Roe — a
measure known as a trigger bill — fell two votes shy of overcoming a filibuster, which effectively
killed the bill for the session.
The failed bill would not have provided any exemptions, including for rape or incest.
Several other abortion-curbing measures failed to advance out of their legislative committee, with
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backers saying at the time that they were putting their effort behind the trigger bill.
It’s unclear if lawmakers would reach a different outcome on an abortion ban during a special
session, although Ricketts will have an opportunity to fill two seats. One of those was held by State
Sen. Rich Pahls of Omaha, who died in April. Ricketts also will fill the seat vacated by the winner of a
June 28 special election between Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk and Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks of
Lincoln. The two are squaring off to serve out the remaining term previously held by U.S. Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry.
Ricketts also was asked about the Republican primary for Nebraska governor. Hog producer and
University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen won that contest Tuesday, followed by businessman and
rancher Charles Herbster. Ricketts backed Pillen, while Herbster had the endorsement of former
President Donald Trump.
Echoing remarks he made to The World-Herald earlier this week, Ricketts called Herbster a flawed
candidate.
“It’s one of the reasons why I picked one of his opponents,” he said Sunday. “In a contested primary,
we ought to expect that the Republicans are going to be on different sides of this. It’s not unusual. I
support many of President Trump’s policies, but, in this case, we were on opposite sides of it.”
Ricketts acknowledged that he asked Trump last summer to stay out of the Nebraska primary and
Trump “said he would get back to me later.” Ultimately, Trump chose to endorse Herbster.
“I guess that’s a great example of things you can control and things you can’t control,” Ricketts said.
By Ryan Hoffman
 


Forbes: Nebraska Governor Will Push For Total Abortion Ban
If Roe V. Wade Is Overturned


 
TOPLINE 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) told CNN’s State of the Union on Sunday he hopes to work with the
state’s GOP-dominated legislature to pass a statewide abortion ban—without exceptions for rape or
incest—if the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade, possibly joining several other states slated to
ban abortion if the Supreme Court allows them to do so.
KEY FACTS
If the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision is overturned, Ricketts intends to call a special session of the state
legislature to pass an abortion ban, he told CNN’s State of the Union anchor Dana Bash.
Ricketts’ remarks came one month after an abortion “trigger law”—which would have automatically
banned abortion if Roe is reversed—failed in Nebraska’s legislature by a vote of 31-15, two votes
short of the 33-vote minimum to overcome a filibuster.
The bill was subject to eight hours of debate, during which Democratic lawmakers argued the law
infringed on womens’ bodily autonomy by banning abortion in practically all instances, the Nebraska
Examiner reported.
Asked if he would support legislation banning abortion even in cases of rape or incest,
Ricketts replied on CNN, “They’re still babies, too, yes—they’re still babies.”
Ricketts said Nebraska Republicans were “hopeful” Roe v. Wade will be overturned, but that they
would have to wait before taking further steps.
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KEY BACKGROUND
Almost two weeks ago, Politico published a leaked draft of a Supreme Court opinion that would
overturn Roe v. Wade, which holds that a woman’s right to choose to have an abortion is
constitutionally protected. Thirteen states passed “trigger laws” that would immediately ban
abortion if Roe v. Wade is ended, while 16 states have passed laws that would protect abortion
rights, according to the pro-abortion-rights Guttmacher Institute. Publication of the draft opinion—
which Chief Justice John Roberts confirmed is authentic but isn’t necessarily final—has led to
renewed debate around abortion rights, which would largely return to the hands of state leaders in
the absence of a national law protecting or banning abortion. Some Republican legislators
are reportedly working to advance a national abortion ban if the GOP retakes control of Congress
after the November midterms, though a few other Republican politicians have argued a national ban
would run into constitutional problems and state bans would be more effective. A bill that would
have codified national abortion protections failed in the Senate Wednesday 49-51, falling decisively
short of the 60-vote threshold necessary to overcome a filibuster, after Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)
and all 50 Republicans voted no.
By Zachary Snowden Smith
 


The Hill: Nebraska GOP governor would call special session
to ‘do more to protect preborn babies’ if Roe v. Wade
overturned


 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) said on Sunday that he will call for a special session in his state’s
legislature to “do more to protect preborn babies” should the Supreme Court ultimately decide to
overturn Roe v. Wade.
During an appearance on CNN’s “State of the Union,” co-host Dana Bash asked Ricketts if he thinks
there should be exceptions for abortions in the cases of rape and incest.
“So, can you clarify? Do you think that the state of Nebraska should require a young girl who was
raped to carry that pregnancy to term?” Bash asked Ricketts. 
“So, Nebraska is a pro-life state. I believe life begins at conception. And those are babies too,”
Ricketts replied. “So, if Roe vs. Wade, which was a horrible constitutional decision, gets overturned
by the Supreme Court, which we’re hopeful of, here in Nebraska, we’re going to take further steps
to protect those preborn babies.”
Ricketts then said he would call on Nebraska state House Speaker Mike Hilgers (R) to go into a
special session “to protect preborn babies” without going in to detail on what further restrictions he
would seek on a woman’s access to an abortion should it be banned on the federal level.
“So, if Roe is overruled and overturned, will you call a special session right away to ban abortion in
Nebraska?” Bash asked Ricketts. 
“Well, if we do get that, Roe vs. Wade, overturned, we will take — I will work with our speaker of the
legislature to work on a special session and do more to protect preborn babies,” Ricketts said. “We
will have to wait and see what that decision is before we can take further steps, but that would
certainly be my intention.”
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Earlier this month, Politico obtained and published a draft opinion decision that signaled the
majority of justices would favor overturning the landmark 1973 decision. If the federal law is
overturned, more than 20 states have mechanisms in place that would ban abortions.
By Olafimihan Oshin
 


Newsweek: Ricketts Vows Total Abortion Ban if Roe
Overturned, Even for Rape, Incest


 
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts said that he intends to call a special session of his state's legislature
to ban abortions if Roe v. Wade is overturned by the Supreme Court.
The governor's comments, which were made during an interview on CNN Sunday, come nearly two
weeks after Politico reported on a leaked draft majority opinion written by Justice Samuel
Alito showing that the Supreme Court had voted to jettison the landmark decision that has been in
place since 1973.
In the interview, CNN host Dana Bash noted that Nebraska doesn't have a Roe v. Wade "trigger law"
on the books like some states. These laws are designed to implement abortion bans in the event
that Roe v. Wade is overturned. Bash noted that an effort to pass a trigger law in Nebraska "failed by
only two votes last month."
"The abortion ban that you tried to pass did not include any exceptions for rape or incest, so can you
clarify: do you think that the state of Nebraska should require a young girl who is raped to carry that
pregnancy to term?" Bash asked.
"Nebraska is a pro-life state," the governor responded. "I believe life begins at conception and those
are babies too. So if Roe v. Wade, which is a horrible constitutional decision, gets overturned by the
Supreme Court, which we're hopeful of, here in Nebraska we're going to take further steps to
protect those pre-born babies."
"Including in the case of rape or incest?" Bash then asked.
"They're still babies too, yes, they're still babies,' Ricketts replied.
By Xander Landen
 


OWH: Hundreds rally again in support of abortion rights in
Omaha


 
Nearly two weeks after a leaked draft opinion suggested the U.S. Supreme Court will overturn Roe v.
Wade, hundreds of people gathered in Omaha Saturday to denounce the anticipated decision and
reaffirm their commitment to protect abortion rights.
The demonstration outside the City-County Building was just one of many throughout the nation as
local organizers billed the day as Roe v. Wade Day of Action. Wielding signs with messages like “Keep
abortion safe and legal” and “No uterus, no opinion,” attendees rallied and heard from speakers
who promised to keep fighting no matter what happens.
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Saturday’s rally was at least the second one to occur in Omaha since the media outlet Politico broke
the story of the draft opinion on May 2.
Support for personal choice was one of the common themes expressed by attendees.
“Women can make their own choices,” said Suzanne Ritchie, 59. “We shouldn’t have the court
decide.”
Becky Havlat, 72, has been a supporter of abortion rights for decades and has passed her viewpoint
down to her daughters, Robin Winchester and Heather Graves, and granddaughter, Alesha Graves.
Havlat’s dedication was perhaps best captured by the sign she held: “My arms are tired of holding
this sign since the 1960s.”
Havlat views the matter of abortion as a personal choice among individuals.
“I really think that people need to let (others) do their own thing,” she said.
Alesha Graves concurred with her grandmother.
“Human rights are really important to me,” the 28-year-old said. “What the Supreme Court is
planning to do is not right. I’m just trying to fight for my rights out here.”
Attendees found a like-minded individual in State Sen. Jen Day. One of several speakers at the event,
Day opposed Legislative Bill 933 — a trigger bill that would have banned all abortions in Nebraska if
the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade — last month. The bill failed to gain the necessary
support to advance.
Day vowed to continue fighting for women to maintain abortion access even if the Supreme Court
overturns the 1973 landmark ruling and the Nebraska Legislature subsequently considers bills to
curtail access.
“This is the hill that I will die on as a senator,” she said.
Speaker of Legislature Mike Hilgers has said he would work with Gov. Pete Ricketts, who supported
the failed trigger bill, to schedule a special session on abortion if the Supreme Court ultimately
strikes down Roe.
The demise of Roe would return the abortion issue back to individual states. In a press release issued
May 3, Sandy Danek, executive director of Nebraska Right to Life, said it should be up to states to set
abortion regulations.
“Elections matter,” Danek said. “It’s why we work so hard to elect pro-life officials. Returning this
decision back to the states allows for the people to decide, which is where it should have always
been.”
By Dan Crisler
 


Newsmax: Nebraska Gov. Urges 'Preventative' Measures
Over Restrictions to Stop Mass Shootings


 
Nebraska GOP Gov. Pete Ricketts on Sunday urged “more preventative” measures, especially in
mental health for children, be taken in the wake of a racially fueled mass shooting in Buffalo, N.Y.
In an interview on CNN’s “State of the Union,” Ricketts cited his own state’s measures that avoided
being “restrictive.”
“When we're talking about events like this, one of the things we ought to be doing, what we've kind
of done in Nebraska, is work to be able to open up good lines of  communication







between educators, law enforcement, behavioral health specialists to be more preventive,” he said.
“I think the focus should be on preventive rather than restrict legal buying from people,” he
asserted. “It really needs to be focused on what is the issue here with each individual and trying to
find how we can be more proactive in spotting those folks and getting them the help they need.”
Ricketts also weighed in on the recent win of Jim Pillen in a crowded Republican primary for
governor over a candidate endorsed by former President Donald Trump.
“In a contested primary we should suspect the Republicans will be different sides of this,” he said. “I
support many of President Trump's policies. In this case we were on opposite sides of it. At the end
of the day I think voters in individual states, certainly true here in Nebraska, make their own
decision.”
Ricketts said last summer he had asked Trump to stay out of the primary in Nebraska, and called it “a
great example of things you can control and can’t control.”
“At the time he didn't refuse,” he said. “He said he would get back to me later…I guess that's a great
example of things you can control and can't control.”
He also said he’s got no interest in trying to control Trump’s picks for candidates, including in the
contentious Georgia gubernatorial race in which GOP Gov. Brian Kemp is seeking reelection.
“As co-chair of the Republican Governors Association, we've been very clear we support our
incumbents,” he said.
By Fran Beyer
 


OWH: Primary success energizes conservative candidates for
Nebraska's state ed board


 
It’s hard to imagine a better night for four conservative candidates hoping to win seats on the
Nebraska State Board of Education.
Elizabeth Tegtmeier of North Platte, Sherry Jones of Grand Island and Kirk Penner of Aurora all
finished Tuesday night holding wide margins over their general election opponents.
The fourth candidate, Marni Hodgen, advanced to the general election as well, edging out former
state board member John Sieler in the Douglas County district.
If they maintain their margins in the general election, the board will have some new conservative
faces in January.
To win seats, they will have to beat four candidates backed by the Nebraska state teachers union:
Robin Stevens, Danielle Helzer, Helen Raikes and Deborah Neary. All four of them advanced.
Tegtmeier, who will face incumbent Stevens in the general election, said Wednesday that the results
“hopefully send a strong referendum to our current board.”
Tegtmeier captured 62.5% of the votes in District 7, which generally encompasses the western half
of the state. Stevens managed just over 20%. Pat Moore of Litchfield got 17% and was eliminated. All
three are registered Republicans.
“I think for so long, the state board has flown under people’s radar, and this past year has really
highlighted that our representatives are not reflective of the voters,” Tegtmeier said. “Instead, they
seem to be the mouthpiece for special interest groups.”
Stevens on Wednesday credited Tegtmeier for a strong, well-organized, well-funded campaign.
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He said he’s not sure how to make up the ground by fall, describing the outcome of his race in sports
terms.
“If it was a prize fight, they’d call it,” he said. “If it was a Nebraska high school basketball game,
there’d be a running clock.”
“I’m an old coach. I know when I get my butt handed to me, so I have to give credit to the other
team. We’ll get better.”
Unlike in the primary, Stevens in the general election could receive votes from Nebraska Democrats,
given the teachers’ union support for him.
The four conservative candidates were endorsed by the Protect Nebraska Children PAC, the group
that mounted a relentless fight against proposed health education standards last year.
Sue Greenwald, one of the group’s leaders, said Wednesday that “we’re happy that the voters are
seeing what we’re seeing.”
“The public has been awakened to the direction that the State Board of Education has been taking
us, and the public wants to go a different direction,” Greenwald said.
The PAC’s stated goal is to support strong conservative Nebraska candidates for local, regional and
statewide offices.
The group said it supports parents’ rights and opposes comprehensive sex education and the
teaching of “gender ideology” in schools.
As initially proposed, the board’s health standards called for teaching students in early elementary
grades about gender identity and sexual orientation. A second draft took out most of those items. If
adopted, the standards would have been recommended for local school districts but not mandated.
The board indefinitely postponed the standards adoption last September, but a majority of board
members could restart the process.
Jenni Benson, president of the 28,000-member Nebraska State Education Association, said
Wednesday that the union is pleased their preferred candidates advanced.
“These four candidates earned the recommendation from our members for their strong support of
children and public education,” Benson said.
Raikes, Helzer and Neary were endorsed by Women Who Run Nebraska, a group that endorses
progressive women.
Helzer also is endorsed by Nebraskans for Educational Excellence. That group supports teaching
students about “reproductive health, sexual orientation, gender identity and social-emotional well-
being.”
The group says that critical race theory is not being taught in public schools and that the issue has
been politicized with a chilling effect on teachers.
The number of voters who weighed in on state board races was far greater than in the primary four
years ago.
Interest no doubt was boosted by a rancorous and close race for governor, the sex ed controversy
and concerns over critical race theory and other hot-button education issues. Sixty-two percent
more votes were cast in the four board districts than in 2018.
Jones received more than 69% of the votes in District 6.
“I certainly appreciate this vote of confidence of the people in the 17 counties of District 6, and I
certainly do not take this support for granted,” she said. “I intend to continue campaigning
throughout the summer and fall to let people know who I am and for what I stand.”
She and Helzer, also of Grand Island, will face off in the general election. Helzer had 31% of the vote
Tuesday. They are vying to replace incumbent Maureen Nickels, who declined to run again.
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Helzer said Wednesday that she intends to focus on connecting with voters in District 6, hearing
more about their vision for public education and sharing her ideas.
“I’m forward-focused from here on out,” Helzer said Wednesday. “We’ve got great data to look
through, and now we build momentum.”
Republican Kirk Penner, Gov. Pete Ricketts’ outspoken conservative appointee, was the top vote-
getter in District 5.
He led 61% to 39% over Raikes, a retired professor of education from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and a registered independent.
Penner, after his appointment in December, tried unsuccessfully to permanently shelve further
development of the standards. At another meeting, he read aloud explicit passages from children’s
books to draw attention to the fact that some could be found in Nebraska school libraries.
Neary, an advocate of creating state sex ed standards for Nebraska schools, was the top vote-getter
in District 8.
The district is an L-shaped chunk of central Douglas County, encompassing the Boys Town area and
parts of the Interstate 680 corridor.
Neary finished with just over 48%, leaving a window of opportunity in the general election for
Hodgen, a political newcomer. As a former board member, Sieler had name recognition and
experience, but Hodgen had joined the standards fight early on, mounted a vigorous door-to-door
campaign and raised a significant campaign war chest. She edged him out 27% to 25%.
Neary has been targeted for defeat by conservative critics who claim she overstepped bounds as a
board member and improperly influenced the development of proposed health education standards
for Nebraska schools.
She has dismissed the criticism, saying that it’s coming from outside of her district and that her
actions were proper and had little impact on the draft standards.
Her support for creating inclusive state health standards, however, has gained her support from
advocates of comprehensive sex education and from LGBTQ youths and families.
By Joe Dejka
 


LJS: Lincoln attorneys appointed to district court judgeships


 
Two Lincoln attorneys have been appointed to open judgeships — one in east-central Nebraska and
the other in Southeast Nebraska.
Gov. Pete Ricketts appointed Jason Bergevin, who has been working as an assistant Nebraska
Attorney General in the criminal bureau since 2015, to be a district judge in the fifth judicial district,
replacing Platte County District Judge Robert Steinke.
And Ricketts appointed David Bargen of Adams, who has practiced law at Rembolt Ludtke in Lincoln
since 2006 and became a partner in 2012, to be a district judge in the first judicial district, replacing
Saline County District Judge Vicky Johnson.
Steinke and Johnson both recently retired.
The first judicial district consists of Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Johnson, Nemaha, Otoe, Pawnee,
Richardson, Saline and Thayer counties.
The fifth judicial district consists of Boone, Butler, Colfax, Hamilton, Merrick, Nance, Platte, Polk,
Saunders, Seward and York counties.







At the Attorney General's Office, Bergevin, 47, has assisted county attorneys across Nebraska with
complex criminal prosecutions and grand jury investigations. He's prosecuted cases involving
murder, kidnapping, child sexual assaults and motor vehicle homicides. And he has served as the
legal adviser for multiple state agencies.
He also has served as a judge advocate in the United States Air Force since 2010, has been assigned
to the Nebraska Air National Guard since 2016 and provided defense services to airmen as the area
defense counsel from 2016-2019. Since 2019, he has advised commanders, processed administrative
actions and provided legal assistance to airmen in the role of deputy staff judge advocate.
Bergevin got his law degree from Western New England University School of Law in Massachusetts.
His practice has included municipal and governmental law, water law and civil litigation. He has
served as city attorney and assistant city attorney to several Nebraska municipalities and has served
as a special assistant Attorney General for the State of Nebraska in various lawsuits.
Bargen’s water law practice has included representing public power and irrigation districts in
litigation involving water rights and related matters, natural resources districts on interbasin transfer
permits and challenges to integrated management plans in contested hearings at the Department of
Natural Resources, and advising on plans for water offset programs.
Bargen got his law degree from the University of Nebraska College of Law, where he graduated with
high distinction.
By Lori Pilger
 


Gambling News: Nebraska Governor Paves the Way for
Casino License Applications in June


 
After legislative Bill 876 aimed at expanding the gambling market in Nebraska gained traction at the
end of March with senator Tom Briese by its side, it was Governor Pete Ricketts’ turn to bring his
contribution to the saga. Last Wednesday, Ricketts signed off the rules that would allow casino
gambling in the Cornhusker State. The rules are expected to come into effect today, giving the green
light to operators eager to apply for a license. However, the actual starting date of the licensing
procedure has been postponed until June 2 at the earliest.
Why the Delay?
The Nebraska Racing and Gaming Commission still needs to work out how much applicants will need
to pay to get their licenses. Last November, the commission talked about a $1 million fee for a 20-
year licensing permit.
Since their next meeting will be held on June 2, casino operators will need to remain patient until
then and wait for the hurdles to be cleared. According to information made public by the
Commission’s director Tom Sage, the processing procedure will between 30 to 60 days. Next, the
request will need to be added to the commission’s agenda to be granted or denied its approval.
Translation: operators will need to wait until the start of fall or at least the end of summer for a
license. The first in line to apply for one will be Nebraska Horseman’s Benevolent and Protective
Association together with its new partner Ho-Chunk. Together, the two are eager to build a number
of WarHorse branded casinos in Nebraska, with selected locations in South Sioux City, Lincoln, and
Omaha. Ho-Chunk spent the last five years eagerly waiting to add the gaming vertical to their War
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Horse business. The company will, however, need to wait at least one more year and a half to open
its Lincoln venue. Nonetheless, an interim gaming venue is expected to open in the upcoming
months.
Keep the Money in Nebraska
Close to 65% of voters in Nebraska showed their support for casino gambling at the state’s
racetracks during the 2020 ballot. The ballot was also supported by Ho-Chunk and the Horsemen’s
Benevolent and Protective Association owned by the state. The success of the self-entitled “Keep the
Money in Nebraska” ballot was explained through Nebraskans’ pride and a desire to keep the money
within state lines. This came in the context of state racetracks going on a descending trend ever
since Iowa made casino gambling legal over three decades ago.
Close to $400 million from Nebraska’s players reach casinos in Iowa on a yearly basis. The
legalization of gambling in Nebraska was regarded as a means of beefing up the state treasury’s
pockets by $60 million to $120 million a year.
The Lincoln Race Course, Fonner Park, Caesars Entertainment, the Chickasaw Nation, and other
important operators in Nebraska have all expressed their plans to build or redevelop racetracks and
casinos at various locations within the state. However, their proposals will only be taken into
consideration after the Racing and Gaming Commission will finish assessing the economic and social
impact of the new constructions, as part of the new regulations. Columbus, Lincoln, Grand Island,
Omaha, Hastings, and South Sioux City are the six counties that will originally accept new casinos.
By Melanie Porter
 


OWH: State agrees to pay $479K to settle lawsuit over
Scottsbluff man's killing at hands of cellmate


 
The state of Nebraska has agreed to pay $479,000 to the family of a 22-year-old Scottsbluff man
strangled to death by his cellmate at the Tecumseh State Correctional Institution in 2017.
Terry Berry Jr.'s family blamed state prison officials and employees for the decision to place Berry,
who was just days from a parole hearing on a short sentence for forgery and assault, in a cell with
Patrick Schroeder, who was serving a life sentence for killing a 75-year-old man and dumping his
body in an abandoned well.
Five days after the move, Schroeder killed Berry, then asked a guard who he should report an
unresponsive inmate to and pointed at Berry, who was lying on the floor with a towel around his
neck.
Schroeder later pleaded guilty to first-degree murder for Berry's killing and now is on death row.
In 2019, a federal judge dismissed Scott Frakes, director of the Nebraska Department of Correctional
Services, and Brad Hansen, the warden at the time, from the suit filed by Telena Moser, on behalf of
Berry's estate.
Attorneys for Berry's family argued unsuccessfully that the officials were liable for failing to properly
supervise and train the employees who made the decision or created a policy that led to it.
But the case was allowed to go forward against Athena Brown and Todd Haussler, the unit managers
who made the decision to house the inmates together; JoAnn Helton, a caseworker who expressed
concerns about the decision; and Dustin Gustafson, an acting lieutenant who Helton had gone to







about it but who did nothing.
"Given Schroeder's regular placement in restrictive housing and known behavioral problems, it is
plausible that Brown and Haussler were deliberately indifferent to a substantial risk of harm posed
by Schroeder to Berry," then-Senior U.S. District Judge Laurie Smith Camp wrote in her order.
She said she also couldn't conclude that the assault would've come as a surprise to Helton or
Gustafson.
According to the lawsuit, Helton warned others that she "personally felt that it was not the best
idea" because Schroeder didn't want a cellmate, had a temper and would not want a cellmate like
Berry, who was known to be "very talkative and bothersome."
When she told Gustafson, he told her there wasn't much that could be done unless she called the
person who had made the decision at home.
Five days later, Schroeder wrapped his arm around Berry's neck and squeezed for five minutes, then
got a towel and twisted it around Berry's neck until he was sure Berry was dead, according to
Schroeder's confession.
“Yeah, I did it. He wouldn’t shut up,” he said.
Staff attempted CPR but Berry couldn't be saved.
Attorneys on both sides asked to dismiss the case this week, saying the lawsuit had been settled.
When reached Thursday, the Attorney General's Office declined to comment, and Moser's attorney,
Rodney Dahlquist, didn't respond to a request for comment.
The Nebraska Department of Administrative Services confirmed the amount of the settlement a day
later.
By Lori Pilger
 


AP: Nebraska to pay $479,000 to settle inmate death lawsuit


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska has agreed to pay $479,000 to the family of a “talkative” Scottsbluff
man who was strangled to death in 2017 by a fellow inmate who didn’t want a cellmate .
The lawsuit filed by Terry Berry Jr.’s family against prison officials they argued were responsible for
the 22-year-old’s death because they put him in the same cell as Patrick Schroeder was dismissed
last week after both sides agreed to the settlement.
Berry was nearing parole on a sentence for forgery and assault when he was placed with Schroeder
who was serving a life sentence for killing a 75-year-old man and dumping his body in a well. The
Lincoln Journal Star reports that Schroeder later pleaded guilty to killing Berry and was sentenced to
death.
Berry’s family argued in the lawsuit that prison officials should have known there would be problems
if they placed the two men together and a caseworker at the prison even warned coworkers
involved in the decision that Schroeder didn’t want a cellmate and wouldn’t likely tolerate Berry well
because he was known to be “very talkative and bothersome.”
Back in 2019, a federal judge dismissed the head of the state Department of Correctional Services
and the prison’s warden as defendants, but the case had been allowed to move forward against
several prison employees involved in the decision to make the two men cellmates.
Schroeder killed Berry five days after they were placed in the same cell by wrapping his arm around
Berry’s neck and squeezing for five minutes before getting a towel and twisting it around Berry’s
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neck until he was sure Berry was dead.
 


OWH: Political parties confident about flipping seats in
Nebraska Legislature


 
LINCOLN — Republicans could gain a filibuster-proof majority in the Nebraska Legislature if the
results of Tuesday’s primary election are repeated in November.
Unofficial election tallies from the Secretary of State’s Office show Republican candidates leading in
two districts now held by Democrats, while a Democrat leads in one district held by a Republican.
If that proves to be the general election outcome, Republicans would have 33 seats in the 49-
member Legislature, enough to push through bills banning abortion, allowing Nebraskans to carry
concealed guns without a permit and returning the state to a winner-take-all Electoral College
system.
Jane Kleeb, chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party, dismissed that possibility. She said she’s
confident of keeping all 17 seats held by Democrats and possibly adding one or two. Her watch list
includes an Omaha race in which Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek, an independent, is running against R. Brad
von Gillern, a Republican.
“There’s lots of potential of red to blue,” she said. “I’m not worried that we’re going to lose any
seats.”
Taylor Gage, executive director of the Nebraska Republican Party, was bullish about the GOP’s
showing in the primary and optimistic about the general election.
“Obviously we started off in a really strong position,” he said. “We’re going to pick up seats in
November.”
The Nebraska Legislature is nonpartisan, meaning that candidates appear on the ballot without party
labels and political parties play no official role in the legislative process. But the parties do get
involved in elections and, within the Legislature, votes on some high-profile issues split along
generally partisan lines.
This year, the stakes have been raised for legislative races because of a potential U.S. Supreme Court
decision on Roe v. Wade. A leaked draft of a high court opinion suggested the court will strike down
the landmark 1973 ruling that legalized abortion nationwide. A ruling is expected in late June.
Such a decision would leave it up to states whether to allow abortions. What Nebraska does on the
issue could depend on the November election. This spring, a bill that would have banned all
abortions in the state if the high court overturned Roe fell two votes short of overcoming a
filibuster against it.
Kleeb, who spoke while attending a meeting of top Democratic Party state officials, said state
legislatures are an “absolute focus” of the party this year.
She ticked off factors that make her optimistic about the fall.
First, a heated battle over the GOP gubernatorial nomination brought out more Republican voters
than Democrats for the primary. Kleeb said the difference in turnout pumped up totals for
Republican candidates in the primary but is unlikely to be repeated in November.
In both Douglas and Lancaster Counties, the number of Republican ballots cast equaled about 43%
of that party’s registrations, while the number of Democratic ballots cast was closer to 30% of party
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registrations.
In addition, national interest in the Omaha-area congressional race, pitting State Sen. Tony Vargas, a
Democrat, against the GOP incumbent, Rep. Don Bacon, means more resources to get out the
Democratic vote, she said. The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee recently included
the race in its list of seats targeted to flip parties.
A ballot measure to increase the state’s minimum wage could drive turnout among Democrats and
like-minded independents, if a petition drive to put the issue before voters succeeds, she said.
A pair of proposals to legalize medical marijuana also could draw voters. But it’s not clear whether
the medical marijuana petition drive can gather the needed signatures after losing its major donors.
“Progressive issues on the ballot help,” Kleeb said.
Gage has his own list of reasons for confidence.
Republicans have more candidates, including for all of the state’s top elected positions and 23 of the
24 legislative races, he said. At the top of the ticket is University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen, who
survived a bruising battle to become the GOP gubernatorial nominee. He will face Sen. Carol Blood
of Bellevue, the Democratic nominee.
Gage said he expects an initiative proposal to require that people present photo identification
before voting will bring out Republican voters. A petition drive is underway to get the proposed
constitutional amendment on the ballot.
He also pointed to what he called a “right wave” across the country and to the size of Republican
campaign coffers, an advantage that extends from the state party through to individual legislative
races.
“They (Democrats) don’t have much reason to turn out in the general election,” he said.
Based on the unofficial primary results, only one of the 11 incumbent state senators up for election
appears to be in jeopardy. Primary results will not become official until the Board of Canvassers
meets June 6 to certify the election.
Sen. Mike Jacobson of North Platte came in second to Chris Bruns, also of North Platte. Jacobson, a
banker, has held the seat for less than three months after being appointed to replace former Sen.
Mike Groene of North Platte, who resigned after taking inappropriate photos of a female staff
member.
Groene, who was term-limited and in his last year in office, endorsed Bruns last year. Bruns, a
rancher and Lincoln County Board member, said he overcame Jacobson’s financial advantage
through grassroots campaigning.
Thirteen legislative seats are open because the incumbents are term-limited or, in two cases, opted
not to run for reelection. The late April death of Sen. Rich Pahls of Omaha will add another open seat
in November. It occurred too late for candidates to get on the primary ballot. Candidates for his seat
will have to submit at least 2,000 valid petition signatures to appear on the November ballot.
By Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Federal judge tosses most misconduct cases against
Nebraska


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A federal judge dismissed the claims of seven women who alleged the
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University of Nebraska-Lincoln didn’t adequately respond to their complaints of being sexually
assaulted or harassed, including four women who said they were victims of Cornhuskers athletes.
In his ruling Wednesday, U.S. District Chief Judge Robert F. Rossiter, Jr. allowed two other women
who are plaintiffs to proceed with a portion of the case.
The lawsuit filed in July 2020 alleged violations of Title IX, the federal civil rights law ensuring equal
opportunities for women in education. It said university training for students on sexual misconduct
policies and investigation and reporting procedures are inadequate.
Rossiter, Jr. found the university did make mistakes but was not “deliberately indifferent” in its
response to the seven women’s complaints and didn’t put the students at risk of further harm or
violate their civil rights.
“The opinion provides substantial affirmation for the university’s confidence in its overall Title IX
process,” the university said in a statement to media outlets. “While we cannot comment on the
specifics of any Title IX case, every case is difficult and investigated on the information made
available. The University disagrees with the factual assertions in the remaining claims and will
continue to actively defend the litigation.”
A former Nebraska volleyball player and eight other women alleged a pattern of unresponsiveness,
sloppiness and indifference by university employees in charge of investigating allegations of sexual
misconduct.
The volleyball player, Capri Davis, alleged she was groped at an off-campus party. She later
transferred to Texas.
Two athletes named in the case and accused of wrongdoing are former football players Katerian
LeGrone and Andre Hunt. They were expelled in April 2020.
Both were criminally charged. LeGrone was found not guilty of sexual assault and Hunt was ordered
to pay a $1,000 fine for a misdemeanor charge of false reporting. Hunt was initially charged with
first-degree sexual assault but later pleaded no contest to the misdemeanor charge.
The Title IX lawsuit attracted the attention of the U.S. Department of Justice. The department’s Civil
Rights Division, in a filing last summer, criticized the university’s response to the women’s claims.
 


AP: Nebraska tax collections beat expectations in April


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska collected more tax revenue than projected in April and is still well
ahead of expectations for the current fiscal year, according to new numbers released Friday.
The state Department of Revenue reported net April tax receipts of $939 million, which is 66.7%
above the official state forecast of $563 million. The numbers are often higher in April as taxpayers
file their returns.
Net sales-and-use taxes were slightly below the forecast, while net indivdual and corporate incomes
taxes and net miscellaneous taxes all came in higher than predicted.
Nebraska has collected $5.153 billion in the current fiscal year that ends on June 30. That’s 11.1%
above the official forecast of $4.637 billion.
The projections were set by the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory Board at its last meeting in
February. Nebraska lawmakers and governors use the projections to determine how much tax
money they have at their disposal.
 







LJS: Storms cause extensive damage to parts of Nebraska


 
The storms that rolled across Nebraska on Thursday left behind some significant damage.
In Burwell, high winds blew through the Garfield County Fairgrounds, severely damaging the
grandstands, according to a Facebook post from Nebraska's Big Rodeo.
"80+ mph winds, hail and heavy rain blew the roof off our north grandstands and there is debris
strewn all over the northern area of the grounds," the post said.
Pictures accompanying the post showed the damage to the grandstand as well as roofs torn off
buildings and debris scattered on the ground.
No one could be reached at the office of Nebraska's Big Rodeo, which is held in July at the
fairgrounds. Local emergency management personnel also were unavailable Friday morning.
Though no tornadoes were reported in Nebraska, some areas of the state saw wind gusts of more
than 80 mph, including Valley County, where a gust of 89 mph was reported near Ord.
Reports submitted to the National Weather Service showed there was damage to trees, power poles
and homes and buildings in numerous areas, including Lexington, Ord, Oakdale, Rising City and
Niobrara. There also were reports of semi-tractor trailers and other vehicles being blown off roads or
toppled.
Nebraska State Patrol spokesman Cody Thomas said a dust storm between Hershey and Sutherland
caused near-zero visibility Thursday afternoon, which led to a crash involving 11 vehicles. Only minor
injuries were reported, but the highway was closed for about 2 hours during clean-up.
Troopers also responded to eight incidents on Interstate 80 between Aurora and York, including
blown-over semis and a couple of vehicle collisions. Only minor injuries were reported, but I-80
eastbound lanes were closed for a short time during response to the crashes, Thomas said.
Some areas also saw large hail, with the weather service's Omaha office receiving a report of 2 1/2-
inch-diameter hail in DeWitt.
The weather service said most of the damage occurred north of Interstate 80, although wind gusts
of more than 50 mph in Lincoln caused brief power outages for nearly 4,000 customers. All power
had been restored by Friday morning.
The weather service said Thursday's storms met the definition of a derecho, which is a long-lived
windstorm that produces thunderstorms as it moves across a wide area. There were at least 55
reports of wind gusts of 75 mph or more across Nebraska, the second-most in a single day since
2004. The only storm to produce more was the Dec. 15 derecho that spun up a dozen tornadoes in
Nebraska.
The storms Thursday also produced large walls of dust, known as "haboobs," in some areas of
western and central Nebraska.
A haboob occurs when dust is kicked up shortly before a thunderstorm moves in. A downdraft of
cold air reaches the ground and kicks up dust, creating a dust wall that moves quickly and turns the
sky pitch-black, according to Jordan Thies, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in
Hastings.
"If conditions are dry enough and winds are strong enough, it can make for a pretty ominous sight,"
Thies said.
Western Nebraska — which is in the grip of severe drought — was most impacted by the dust
storms. Parts of South Dakota, Iowa and Minnesota were also clouded in dust as severe







thunderstorms rolled through the region.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Final early primary ballots clear up some races,
including 1 in Douglas County


 
Final early primary ballots were added to the vote count Friday, clearing up some races that had
been too close to call.
Those included the race for the Democratic nomination for Douglas County sheriff. The updated
numbers put Greg Gonzalez ahead of Wayne Hudson by more than 1,300 votes.
On the Republican side of the county sheriff’s race, Aaron Hanson won easily against George
Merithew.
Douglas County Election Commissioner Brian Kruse said 31.5% of the county’s registered voters
participated in the primary election. The previous high for a gubernatorial primary of 27.6% was set
in 2006. Historically, Kruse said, turnout is around 20%.
Turnout across the state sat at 32%, said Cindi Allen with the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office.
That number, she said, is typical for a primary.
Kruse said officials still are counting provisional ballots and looking into a handful of ballots where
signatures may not match or cases where voters received a replacement ballot. He expects an
additional 950 ballots to be added to the count.
The race for Legislative District 18 in Douglas County is another one Kruse said officials are watching.
Clarice Jackson and Christy Amendariz are separated by 21 votes for second place.
Automatic recounts are triggered if the difference between second and third place is less than 1% of
the top vote-getter’s total, Kruse said.
For the most part, things went smoothly Tuesday, Kruse said. He credited patient voters and a strong
contingent of poll workers.
“They really are, for the most part, Nebraska nice, which makes everything just go smoothly,” he
said.
By Kelsey Stewart
 


OWH: Nebraska moms among many nationwide on the hunt
for baby formula


 
Corinne Ehlers of Papillion tried everything she could to breastfeed her now-3½-month-old
daughter, Charlotte.
She saw multiple lactation consultants, who concluded her milk supply just wasn’t adequate. By
then, Charlotte had lost more weight than was usual for a newborn, so Ehlers started supplementing
with infant formula. Ultimately, she took her pediatrician’s advice and switched to formula entirely.
“It was really disappointing; it was heartbreaking,” she said of her realization that her body wasn’t







going to provide for her child as she had planned.
Over the last month or two, Ehlers has seen stocks of infant formula on store shelves dwindle, the
result of a nationwide shortage of formula created by a combination of short- and long-term
problems that have affected most of the biggest U.S. brands.
Thanks to a network of family and friends who pick up the type of formula she uses whenever they
see it in stores, Ehlers has collected what she estimates is a month’s supply of formula. But she
worries about what will happen if the shortage gets worse and she can’t find the product,
particularly as Charlotte grows and eats more.
A family friend visited multiple stores in the Omaha metro area Thursday and couldn’t find the brand
Ehlers uses.
“It’s just scary to think you may not be able to feed your child,” she said.
Ehlers isn’t the only parent on the hunt for formula these days. Millions of babies in the U.S. rely on
formula, which is the only source of nutrition recommended for infants who aren’t exclusively
breastfed.
The supply problems began last year as the COVID-19 pandemic led to economy-wide disruptions in
labor, transportation and raw materials that also affected the formula industry. Inventory was
further squeezed by parents stockpiling during COVID lockdowns.
Then, in February, Abbott Nutrition recalled several major brands of powdered formula and shut
down its Sturgis, Michigan, factory when federal officials began investigating what happened when
four babies suffered bacterial infections after consuming formula from the facility.
Abbott is one of only a handful of companies that produce the vast majority of the U.S. formula
supply, so its recall wiped out a large segment of the market.
The company says its products have not been directly linked to the bacterial infections in children,
pointing out that genetic samples collected from its factory did not match those found in several
infants who got sick.
President Joe Biden announced this week that the federal government is working with
manufacturers to increase production of formula and help families access existing stock.
As a result, federal officials said, more infant formula has been produced in the last four weeks than
in the four weeks preceding the recall, even with the Abbott facility offline.
The White House also announced additional steps to get more formula on shelves as quickly as
possible without compromising safety.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is working with states to allow people in the Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children, or WIC, to use their benefits on a wider variety
of products, both brands and sizes. The White House also called on federal agencies to crack down
on price gouging and to increase imports of formula.
Peggy Trouba, manager of Nebraska WIC, said the state has received a waiver from USDA to broaden
its offerings. The agency has a list of recommended substitutes if parents and caregivers can’t find
their usual formula, and WIC clinic staff also can help.
“We’re doing everything we can to help,” she said. “It’s a tough situation for parents and caregivers
out there.”
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services on Friday urged parents and caregivers to
contact their health care provider before pursuing other alternatives. Agency officials warned
against watering down formula to stretch supplies or making homemade baby formula.
Most formulas contain protein from cow’s milk that has been altered to be easier to digest and
enhanced with extra nutrients needed for growth and development. The FDA sets specific nutritional
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requirements, including minimum amounts of protein, fat, calcium and a number of vitamins.
Watering down formula, state health officials said, is dangerous, can cause nutritional imbalances in
infants and could lead to serious health problems. Caregivers, they said, always should mix formula
as directed by the manufacturer or a pediatrician.
The American Academy of Pediatrics has advised that recipes for homemade formula circulating on
the internet may not be safe and do not meet infants’ nutritional needs.
Phil Rooney, a spokesman for the Douglas County Health Department, said the Douglas/Sarpy
County WIC clinic has been dealing with the shortage for months because of the Abbott shutdown.
Program participants are being encouraged to make regular checks of multiple stores to try to find
formula, he said. If they’re still having difficulty, they should contact their local WIC clinic.
Nutritionists can help them make adjustments under the looser purchasing options.
Nationally, some officials also have advised contacting food banks for formula. Locally, the Food
Bank for the Heartland hasn’t often received formula and therefore doesn’t usually distribute it,
officials said.
But in light of the supply chain problems, the food bank in July will begin transporting and
distributing formula returned to the Douglas/Sarpy County WIC locations. “The Food Bank is hopeful
that through this partnership we can further assist families during this difficult time,” food bank
officials said in a statement.
Dr. Jeremy Toffle, a pediatrician with Children’s Physicians West Village Pointe office, said the clinic
gets calls every day from parents wondering where to get formula and seeking manufacturer
samples.
The clinic typically doesn’t have samples these days, he said, because manufacturers are focused on
getting formula on shelves and supply in the WIC program.
For infants who don’t require formula to meet special dietary needs, he suggests parents contact
their pediatrician to recommend a substitute if they’re having trouble finding their regular brand.
Most brands have similar formulas and they often are interchangeable, at least for a short time. The
West Village Pointe clinic keeps lists of substitutes for such calls, he said.
Most of the calls, however, are coming from parents of infants who require special formulas, often
because of intolerance to dairy or soy. In such cases, Toffle said, staff members can reach out to WIC
clinics or other sources or even contact a manufacturer’s representative to see if they can find a
couple of cans for a parent who can’t find it.
“We haven’t reached the point where we couldn’t find something for somebody yet, at least from
our office’s standpoint,” Toffle said.
But parents with infants who have special dietary needs face a particular challenge.
Ehlers, the Papillion mom, said her young nephew can consume only a certain soy-based formula.
His parents are stocked up, but she worries about him nonetheless.
“I just feel sorry for those moms with special needs,” she said.
Heather Whitehead of Lincoln is one of those moms. Her 8½-month-old son, Kobe, is sensitive to
lactose and uses a special formula, which she has had trouble finding. She currently has two large
cans and already is on the hunt for more, although she’s careful to use conventional retailers like
Amazon. “I get online every day looking for it ... because what if I get to the bottom of that can?” she
said.
Health officials warn against buying formula via social media websites or outside of conventional
retailers because they could be counterfeit.
Whitehead said she’s part of a group on Facebook for moms involved in the formula search. Some







are offering to donate. But one member recently urged caution with buying online, posting a photo
of cans that someone else had bought only to find them already opened and filled with flour.
Meanwhile, the FDA is working with Abbott to fix the issues that triggered the shutdown of its
Michigan plant, which produces Similac, EleCare and several other leading powdered formulas.
The Chicago-based company said this week that, pending FDA approval, it could restart
manufacturing at its plant within two weeks. After that, it would take another six to eight weeks
before new products hit store shelves.
By Julie Anderson
 


LJS: Lincoln woman loses legal fight to keep her home
following Supreme Court ruling


 
A Lincoln woman Friday lost her legal fight to keep her home following a Nebraska Supreme Court
ruling where she had challenged the sale of her property tax liens when she had gotten behind on
real estate taxes.
"Despite legal protections, (Sandra) Nieveen, who suffers from mental illness, will lose her home of
nearly 50 years based on today's ruling," attorney Mark Bestul of Legal Aid of Nebraska said in a
news release.
Under Nebraska law, counties can sell property tax liens to private parties when homeowners fall
behind on their real estate taxes. Regardless of how much equity a homeowner has in his or her
property or how small the amount the owner owes in taxes, state law allows the county to take the
property and all of the equity in it and transfer it to a private purchaser who pays the unpaid taxes.
If the property owner doesn't pay the money back within three years, the private party can take
ownership of the property. 
Bestul said Nieveen tried to rely upon a two-year extension of time for the redemption period based
on her mental illness.
Extensions are allowed under Nebraska law if a property owner is determined to suffer a mental
disorder at the time of the tax sale.
But both the trial court and the Nebraska Supreme Court determined that Nieveen did not prove she
was entitled to it.
In Friday's decision, Justice Jonathan Papik said to qualify for the extension, the party must establish
that he or she has a mental health condition and that it prevented them from understanding their
legal rights or taking action to protect them.
He said Nieveen acknowledged in testimony that she knew she had to pay her bills and that there
were consequences if she did not.
"While we have no reason to question that Nieveen suffered from depression and anxiety in 2015,
we do not believe she proved that those conditions prevented her from understanding her legal
rights or taking action to protect them," Papik wrote.
And, he said, Nieveen failed to avail herself of the opportunity for a hearing on the requested
extension.
In response to Friday's decision, Bestul said: "The fact our clients, like Ms. Nieveen, who are already
dealing with many facets of instability, now also have to lose their home due to a lack of a basic







notice is heartbreaking. We firmly believe that low-income, elderly and disabled clients deserve
better, and we will continue to fight for fair and equal property rights for all Nebraskans."
He said they are reviewing the decision and determining all possible remaining options, including
requesting additional review by the U.S. Supreme Court.
Legal Aid of Nebraska was involved in a similar case before the Nebraska Supreme Court, Continental
Resources v. Kevin Fair, in which Fair argued Nebraska's tax sale scheme is unconstitutional.
The state's high court ruled against him in March.
Bestul said Fair plans to seek review in the U.S. Supreme Court.
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH: Report: Air Force made 'reasonable' choice choosing
Huntsville over Offutt for SpaceCom HQ


 
The Air Force followed proper procedures and made a “reasonable” decision early last year in
choosing Huntsville, Alabama, over Nebraska’s Offutt Air Force Base and sites in four other states for
the permanent headquarters of U.S. Space Command, the Pentagon’s official watchdog said in a new
report.
But the Department of Defense inspector general faulted the Air Force for failing to keep full records
supporting the site-selection decision. A redacted version of the report released to the public said
the lack of records hampered auditors’ ability to verify that the process was done correctly. The
report included several improvements.
The report detailed how the Air Force made its selection, including the points system used to
evaluate the six finalists before then-Air Force Secretary Barbara Barrett’s selection of Huntsville on
Jan. 13, 2021 — her last day on the job.
The inspector general blacked out all ratings and comments by the site-selection committee from
the report released to the public, except to show that the panel had scored Huntsville’s Redstone
Arsenal on top.
However, according to the digital magazine Breaking Defense, which obtained an unredacted draft
version of the IG report, the committee scored Offutt’s bid third among the six finalists — behind
Huntsville and Albuquerque, New Mexico, and ahead of San Antonio, Texas; Colorado Springs,
Colorado; and Cape Canaveral, Florida.
The report also showed that top Air Force and Space Command officials intervened to push the bid
of Colorado Springs — the longtime home of Air Force space operations — to the top of the list after
it scored below other sites, part of a flurry of adjustments to the ratings in the last days before the
decision was announced.
Huntsville was selected, anyway, after a meeting involving President Donald Trump. Accounts of that
meeting by some of the people who participated were redacted from the report.
The IG launched the investigation at the urging of members of Congress from several states that lost
out, including Nebraska Sen. Deb Fischer. Rep. Doug Lamborn, R-Colorado, denounced the decision
as “horrendous,” alleging it had been tainted by politics.
Press and politicians in Colorado suggested Trump handed the SpaceCom headquarters to deep-red
Alabama as a political favor for supporting his 2020 reelection bid.
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Trump himself gave credence to those claims when he boasted in an interview last August that he
had “single-handedly” delivered the headquarters to Huntsville.
Landing the headquarters of Space Command — similar in stature to Offutt’s U.S. Strategic
Command — was certainly a plum prize for any city. The new headquarters building is expected to
cost $1 billion to $2 billion and attract about 1,400 high-paying jobs.
Established in 1985, SpaceCom was headquartered at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs
until 2002, when it was merged into StratCom at Offutt. In 2019, SpaceCom was re-established as a
separate command. Its temporary headquarters was again placed at Peterson.
Tasked with choosing a permanent site, the Air Force selected six bases as finalists — four in
Colorado (including Peterson), and one each in Alabama and California.
But after complaints from Congress about a lack of transparency, the Air Force restarted the process
in 2020. Sixty-six sites in 26 states were nominated. Six top-scoring finalists were announced in
November 2020.
Peterson and Redstone were the only bases to appear on both lists.
The qualifiers were scored in 21 areas involving mission compatibility, capacity, community support
and cost to the Defense Department.
Boosters of each finalist made video teleconference pitches and received site visits from the
selection committee in December 2020 and early January 2021.
Some observers gave Colorado Springs the edge because of its long and deep ties with the Air
Force’s space operations.
Huntsville touts itself as “the Rocket City” because it is the home of NASA’s Marshall Space Flight
Center and the headquarters of several Army missile commands.
Still, members of the team boosting Offutt, headlined by Fischer and Gov. Pete Ricketts, thought
they stood a solid chance of winning because of the area’s low living costs, solid schools and strong
support for the military. They sweetened the offer with $107 million in financial incentives and the
pledge of a space-oriented academic research alliance led by the University of Nebraska.
The report shows Huntsville earned the highest marks from the selection committee.
But several officials, including SpaceCom chief Gen. James Dickinson and then-Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff John Hyten (a former StratCom commander) said they thought Colorado Springs’
bid had been underscored.
In two meetings and a flurry of emails, they argued the committee should have looked at how
quickly SpaceCom could be fully functional at each site. They said that would happen much faster at
Peterson, since the command was already based there.
As a result, the IG report says, the committee recommended Colorado Springs to Trump during an
Oval Office meeting Jan. 11. But two days later, Barrett announced the selection of Huntsville.
Construction is slated to start on the new headquarters in 2023, pending an environmental review.
This week, political leaders in Colorado called for the Pentagon to keep SpaceCom’s headquarters at
Peterson permanently.
“Our position remains that the previous administration used a basing process for U.S. Space
Command that was untested, lacked transparency, and neglected critical national security and cost
considerations,” Colorado Sens. Michael Bennet and John Hickenlooper, both Democrats, said in a
joint statement.
Nebraska leaders seem to have moved on. The Legislature passed a bill this spring to shift $50
million in state SpaceCom incentive funds to support Offutt in other ways.
Fischer said through a spokesman that she was waiting to see the results of a separate audit by the
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Government Accountability Office, a federal watchdog agency. That report is expected to be
released within weeks.
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska's primary turnout isn't good
enough


 
The 2022 Nebraska primary is over. Congratulations to the winners who will advance to the general
election in November, and respect to those who were defeated after engaging in this important
democratic process.
Thanks to the poll workers and other election officials who ensured that votes were properly
counted.
And thanks to the voters, whether you cast your ballots early from home or in a voting booth on
Election Day. This year, turnout was on the higher side as primaries go. Statewide, 33% voted. The
record is 35% for a gubernatorial primary, 40% overall.
But let’s not congratulate ourselves too much about our somewhat better-than-average turnout. For
every voter who showed up, two others skipped the whole affair.
It’s hard to assert that “we the people” are in charge when only a minority of us are choosing our
leaders and deciding on important issues.
True, a primary usually isn’t the final chance voters have to weigh in. But sometimes it is.
In Omaha, primary voters decided Tuesday to spend $260 million on major street projects, buildings,
parks and more — and to borrow the money to do that.
We’re glad that Omaha’s streets will have the money to be upgraded and maintained, and Omaha’s
bond package is designed to avoid raising property taxes more than previously authorized. But the
fact is that without the newly-approved bonds, taxes might have declined. Which means that a
minority of Omahans on Tuesday committed everyone else in the city to higher levels of property
taxes.
It’s tempting to say to the non-voters: “You snooze, you lose.”
Those who cared enough made the choice. But that’s hardly the way to ensure that Omaha’s
residents, collectively, will be behind the policies that are chosen.
Low turnout isn’t the only way that our primaries may not reflect the will of the broader electorate.
For example, Republican candidate Walt Peffer won a three-way GOP primary for Douglas County
Assessor/Register of Deeds. Since no Democratic candidate ran for the office, Peffer is set to be
unopposed in November.
But the 19,234 votes Peffer received in the primary hardly represent the county’s voters. He got less
than 42% of the votes cast in his primary race. Since Democrats and nonpartisan voters weren’t
allowed to vote in the Republican primary, Peffer had only 16 percent of all ballots cast in the
election.
And Peffer’s vote total was only 5% of all Douglas County registered voters.
Yet that partisan 5% group effectively chose the person in charge of setting fair and accurate
property valuations for every one of the county’s property owners.
That’s not the kind of participation in representative democracy that we should want.







To do better, more candidates need to step up and run. Many more voters need to show up at the
polls. And along with those things, perhaps we need to consider changes that would create better
incentives to vote and ensure representative results.
Nonpartisan voters are taxpayers who contribute just as much as Republicans and Democrats to the
cost of running elections, but any independent voter who shows up at the polls in a primary is likely
to be disappointed by the paltry number of races they can vote in. They shouldn’t be prevented from
voting for offices that are classified as partisan, from the governor to county sheriff. They should be
able to give their preference on which candidates will advance to the general election ballot,
especially if there might not be much choice at that point.
Right now, it’s up to the parties to decide whether to open up their primaries to nonpartisan voters.
Democrats, Libertarians and the Legal Marijuana NOW party did this year. Republicans did not,
which may be the reason why thousands of voters changed their registrations to Republican in the
months before the primary, the only way that they could vote in the state’s hottest primary contest,
the GOP race for governor.
The nearly 22% of Nebraska voters who didn’t want to sign up for a party were left on the sidelines
as just over one-third of Republican voters picked Jim Pillen to face Democrat Carol Blood in
November.
And that GOP primary may well have chosen the state’s governor for the next four years. Given that
Republican-leaning Nebraska hasn’t elected a Democrat for governor since Ben Nelson in 1994,
Pillen is clearly the favorite.
We’re not sure of the right solution to make primaries more meaningful for independent voters and
more representative overall. Some advocate more open primaries or entirely nonpartisan primaries
or shifting to ranked choice elections. There are advantages and disadvantages to any change.
But we know this. Primaries like the one we just completed are drawing too few voters, partly
because they aren’t set up to encourage participation of all Nebraskans.
And when these low-turnout elections effectively make final decisions in races and ballot issues, the
outcome is undemocratic.
Nebraska should look for ways to do better.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: You can’t spell ‘farmers’ without ‘e’
and ‘s’


 
ESG is a lot more than a Wall Street acronym.
It is dominating board room discussions and business decisions in publicly traded companies across
the country, and it is one reason U.S. businesses were so quick to turn their backs on Russia after
Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine.
ESG stands for environment, social and governance, and it reflects the understandable expectation
that corporate America will act responsibly towards investors, workers, customers, the environment,
and society as a whole.
As the CEO of a publicly traded company that invests in farmland, ESG is a responsibility I take
seriously. As someone who has been involved in production agriculture for much of my life, it’s
something that comes naturally.







When I think of ESG as it relates to our company, I start with the core belief that everyone on the
planet has the right to eat.
Providing nourishment to all people and reducing starvation is non-negotiable in my mind.
Therefore, decisions should not be made in the name of ESG that reduce food production and create
greater food insecurity around the globe.
For example, we wouldn’t expect our tenants to shun proven technologies or alter their crop
rotations at the expense of food affordability because a handful of vocal opponents have competing
agendas.
The key is to maximize production while minimizing environmental impact.
We understand that farmland and the farmers who cultivate it today create a more sustainable
future for all by affordably feeding the world’s growing population in an environmentally responsible
way.
To prove that point, our company recently sent a survey to 137 tenants who farm crops on land we
own and/or manage across the country.
More than 60% responded, and the results reinforced something that most of us in agriculture
already know — farmers are leading the way in sustainability. Among the results:
94% of respondents use some form of conservation tillage to reduce erosion, improve soil health,
and conserve water.
72% have grassed waterways, buffer strips around fields, or drainage structures to help slow surface
runoff and trap sediment.
82% primarily use equipment with diesel exhaust fluid technology to control emissions.
87% use variable rate application technology to efficiently apply seed, fertilizer, and other inputs.
98% split nitrogen applications and/or use tools like nitrogen inhibitors to reduce nitrogen loss.
66% invest in conservation activities to benefit wildlife and pollinator habitat.
We also found that numerous tenants planted cover crops and have worked closely with the USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service through a variety of programs designed to improve and
preserve the land. Some are also involved in carbon credit programs.
Oh, and 90% of the tenants who responded to our survey are defined as family farms by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
This picture is different from the false narrative perpetuated by some, who want to paint U.S.
agriculture as industrialized factory farms that do more harm than good.
Our tenants, just like most farmers, have friends and relatives who live near the same land that they
depend on for their livelihoods. It’s the same land their parents and grandparents farmed. It’s the
farm they dream of leaving to the next generation. Why would they do it harm?
Earlier this year, Robert Bonnie, USDA’s undersecretary for Farm Production and Conservation,
responded to one high-profile attack on agriculture’s environmental record that was published by
the New York Times.
“I think farmers, ranchers, forest owners are all great stewards of the land. I think they all depend on
the productivity of the land,” he explained when testifying before Congress. “Agriculture has the
opportunity to be a critically important partner — in fact, it is already … in climate, water quality,
wildlife, and other ways.”
He’s spot on. The modern-day American farmer is feeding the world and taking care of the planet at
the same time. That’s what effective ESG looks like in practice.
Paul Pittman is chairman and CEO of Farmland Partners Inc. The company owns and/or manages
186,000 acres in 19 states, including Nebraska.







 


OWH Midlands Voices: Federal law needed to protect LGBTQ
Americans from discrimination


 
Most elected officials say the right thing these days about wanting to end the HIV epidemic in the
United States. But if our legislators really want to beat this disease, they need to ensure that LGBTQ
Americans are provided with equal rights, better access to care and more secure housing. Federal
nondiscrimination legislation will help us get there.
The lack of understanding around HIV paired with the fact that our country does not have an explicit
federal law prohibiting anti-LGBTQ discrimination make it challenging for those of us with the virus
to live our lives freely. More than 1-in-3 LGBTQ Americans report facing discrimination in our
everyday lives, and for people living with HIV, the chance of experiencing discrimination is,
unfortunately, even more likely.
I’ve experienced both employment and medical discrimination in just the last few years. At my past
place of work, a finance call center, I told my boss I was planning to do a media interview about HIV.
There were no Black gay men in my area speaking out on this issue and it was important to me to be
a voice for change. I wasn’t “out” at my job, but I felt folks knew I was gay. I wasn’t open about living
with HIV, but I trusted that I was safe at work. I did the interview, which aired on a Sunday at 10 pm.
I walked into the office on Monday morning to find that an employee had printed the article and
highlighted my name and the word “HIV.” They were reprimanded, but the workplace wasn’t the
same after that.
My experience of medical discrimination during my HIV diagnosis made me want to fight for
compassionate and competent health care for all people. In January 2010, I noticed a strange
outbreak on my skin. I assumed it was just cosmetic, but I went to the dermatologist to be on the
safe side. The doctor was cold and uninviting. He didn’t ask any medical or personal questions — just
did a quick exam and asked if I had ever been tested for HIV.
I left that appointment feeling like assumptions were made about me that affected my care. I’m
Black, and the doctor made it clear that he assumed I was gay. His attitude was judgmental and
dismissive, and I dreaded coming back to get my test results.
A week later, I brought a friend with me for support when I returned for my follow-up appointment.
The same doctor was there, with the same dehumanizing tone. He didn’t even come into the exam
room to give me my results. He just stood in the doorway, with the door wide open, in front of the
nurses’ station, and told me I was HIV positive.
Then he said, “We’ll get you on your way.” He offered zero information about what living with HIV
would be like. He gave me no resources, no pamphlets, no plan, no referral, no “Here’s how we can
help.” Nothing. No level of comfort was provided. He didn’t even stay in the room for any follow up
questions.
I wanted a second opinion. I knew the Nebraska AIDS Project’s free clinic offered walk-in testing, so I
steeled myself for another uncomfortable doctor’s appointment and went to their office. Right
away, I could see the experience was going to be different. The receptionist was friendly. The staff
made eye contact. I was treated in a private room. The person who handled the testing asked to
hear my story, and when they saw I was scared, they comforted me. When my second HIV test came







back positive, they referred me to an infectious disease specialist who put me at ease, educated me,
created a plan and showed me support.
I’m glad I sought a second opinion even though I got the same result the second time around,
because I deserve compassionate, quality medical care. So does every Nebraskan. The Nebraska
AIDS Project was there for me, advocating for my health. Ultimately, a doctor I paid to see was less
knowledgeable than the staff at a free clinic. Here in Nebraska, we suffer from a deep lack of
education about HIV and about trans and queer people. Even medical providers know less than they
should about HIV.
My experience set me on a path of advocacy I still walk today. I now work at the Nebraska AIDS
Project, so I can be that advocate for others trying to navigate a system that isn’t always educated or
kind. No one should be discriminated against because of who they are, who they love or their health
status.
Although 21 states and more than 300 cities have passed LGBTQ nondiscrimination protections, 50%
of LGBTQ people live in states that lack comprehensive statewide laws. This patchwork of
protections is unsustainable and leaves too many people behind.
A federal nondiscrimination law would help all LGBTQ Americans — regardless of their HIV status —
to thrive, when seeking employment, finding a place to live, or getting the medical care they need.
Tommy Young-Dennis is an award-winning HIV advocate and educator who currently resides in
Omaha. After his own diagnosis, he dedicated his life to advocating for other PLWHIV.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Do Good Days brings us together to
do good in every way we can


 
The past couple of years have challenged our community in many ways. Individuals, families and
organizations have all been stretched thin in one way or another. But despite this, our community
has stepped up and answered those needs.
Doing good is valued here and we can soon come together to make an even greater impact.
Do Good Days on Tuesday through Thursday asks the community to focus support on over 650
nonprofits in the metro area that have been foundational in providing not only food, clothing,
housing, education and health support, but also culture, environmental stewardship and animal
well-being.
The campaign is powered by SHARE Omaha, the giving platform where donors and volunteers can
find the causes they are passionate about and the organizations that support them.
These organizations need to regain funds, restock shelves and reinvigorate volunteers to keep our
community flourishing. Many fundraising events were still on hold last year, adding to their strain,
but nonprofits across the metro didn’t slow down their work. They need support now more than
ever.
Decide how you can do good this year. On Tuesday, every dollar donated is doing good right here in
our community. Wish List Wednesday is your chance to purchase items needed by nonprofits to
continue their programs. Volun-Thursday focuses on volunteer efforts by dozens of groups across
the metro. Whether you participate in one day or all three, you can learn more and start searching
for opportunities now at shareomaha.org.
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Last year, the Do Good campaign’s first year, our community raised $2.5 million. Wish List
Wednesday provided 1,874 items to organizations, and 1,247 people got involved on Volun-
Thursday for a combined 2,885 hours of volunteerism. This year, we need your help to multiply
these numbers. Let’s come together to do good in every way we can.
SHARE Omaha’s core mission is to extend and inspire philanthropy throughout the year. With a
single website, shareomaha.org, local nonprofits can list their volunteer opportunities, material wish
lists and financial needs so people can find and participate in the causes most important to them.
SHARE Omaha’s Do Good Days is presented by First National Bank of Omaha (FNBO).
Marjorie Maas is the executive director of SHARE Omaha.
 


OWH: LB 873


 
Gov. Pete Ricketts signed LB 873, a bill that contains a provision to eliminate all Nebraska state taxes
on Social Security benefits by 2025. This is a monumental victory for Nebraska’s Social Security
recipients who will now be able to keep more of their hard-earned Social Security benefits.
This is particularly important for older Nebraskans on fixed incomes at a time when we see inflation
and rising costs for necessities like housing, food and prescription drugs.
AARP Nebraska has fought to eliminate this unfair tax for many years, and we are pleased to finally
get it over the finish line. We appreciate the bipartisan support in the Legislature for this provision
and thank Sen. Brett Lindstrom for introducing the bill for many years.
David Holmquist, Omaha
State president, AARP Nebraska
 


LJS Editorial, 5/15: Few themes emerge after brutal primary


 
The national analysis of Nebraska’s Republican gubernatorial primary boils down to Donald Trump
lost to the Ricketts political machine in one of the first major defeats of a candidate who had been
endorsed by the former president.
While there’s some truth to that view, it’s both simplistic and discounts the discernment of the
261,518 GOP voters who chose between three major candidates and a handful of others in casting
some of the record number of primary ballots over the month from mid-April to Tuesday.
Gov. Pete Ricketts’ endorsement of, campaigning for and his family's donations to Pillen’s campaign
and the dark money groups that ran attack ads against Trump’s endorsee, Charles W. Herbster, and
Sen. Brett Lindstrom, unquestionably impacted the hotly contested primary.
But Herbster, a flawed candidate who faced issues over the location of his businesses, his home in
Missouri and years worth of late payments of his Nebraska taxes, was derailed by the eight women,
including Sen. Julie Slama, who allege that Herbster groped them at events over the last seven years.
It is impossible to know exactly how many votes Herbster lost due to the allegations. But he lost to
Pillen by 9,500 votes, just over 3% of the total, in the race – a margin close enough to assume that
the groping allegations, combined with Pillen’s support from the Ricketts’ GOP establishment, cost
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him the nomination.
As for the remainder of the election, senators Patty Pansing Brooks and Mike Flood each secured
their party’s 1st Congressional District nominations for November. But they will first meet in next
month’s special election to fill the seat vacated by Jeff Fortenberry after his conviction on federal
charges of lying to the FBI.
Jazari Zakaria, the 26-year-old University of Nebraska-Lincoln student and community activist, who
was easily defeated by Pansing Brooks, and Schuyler Windham, a 29-year-old lawyer who ran for the
Legislature, were two among a group of emerging leaders in Nebraska politics, and we encourage
their continued involvement in public service.
Two Lancaster County contests were notable because voters in each party tossed out a long-term
incumbent, with Republican voters choosing Matt Schulte over Deb Schorr for County Board and
Democrats voting for Kristi Eggers over her former boss Joe Nigro in the race for Public Defender.
There is one positive from Tuesday on which all will agree. The attack ads that could not be avoided
on television and social media are, for now, off the air and internet.
Those ads, by both the Herbster and Pillen campaigns, and from dark money groups that supported
each candidate, were brutal and ugly – and when not attacking an opponent, stirred up culture wars
that, largely, have nothing to do with Nebraska.
Sadly, those ads are likely to return in the fall, when chances are that the GOP dark money machines
will use them to smear Democratic gubernatorial candidate Carol Blood.
Blood, who easily secured the nomination, has been and has pledged to run a positive campaign
focusing on Nebraska issues through November. It's a fine sentiment that should be applied by all
candidates.
 


LJS: Tax cuts help wrong folks


 
Newspaper headlines read that Nebraska lawmakers unanimously passed a historic $900 million tax
cut.
Newspaper photos showed Gov. Pete Ricketts and his loyalists looking as fat, sassy and giddy as a
herd of pigs cooling off on a hot August afternoon in a poop-filled hog wallow.
Hell bent on destroying George Norris' 98-year-old, unique, nonpartisan, Unicameral legislature.
multimillionaire Ricketts should be smiling. His power grab gave him and his fellow multimillionaires
and billionaires a 14.6% individual and a 22% corporate "trickle down" income tax cut of which a
large chunk will go to out-of-state corporations.
Governor Ricketts rewarded his millionaire and billionaire ag landowners base with an increase in
their inheritance tax exemption amount, decreased inheritance tax rates, and eliminated the tax
entirely on any millionaire or billionaire heir 21 years old or younger.
State Sen. Wendy DeBoer attempted to give Nebraska's middle-income earners a 20% tax break.
However, after passing the millionaire and billionaire tax breaks, Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, doing
Ricketts' bidding, said Nebraska could not afford the $97 million revenue loss from the DeBoer
amendment.
Duped by a Social Security tax cut "dangling carrot," many have been deceived by Ricketts and
Linehan.
After "controlling spending to cut taxes" for multimillionaire Pete Ricketts, our local property taxes







will accelerate as rapidly as an American F-35 jet fighter climbing into the sky!
Alvin Guenther, Dunbar
 


Hastings Tribune: Praying for those who govern, serve public


 
Thursday, May 5, was the National Day of Prayer in the United States.
I had the privilege of being the sponsoring senator for the event held in the Capitol rotunda in
Lincoln.
The prayer gathering was sponsored by Nebraska Family Alliance.
Gov. Pete Ricketts gave remarks and several ministry, business and community leaders prayed over
key prayer focus areas: government, military, media, business, educators and students, the family
and the Church.
I was asked to pray for government, and here is my prayer from that day:
“Dear Lord, we pray for rulers all over this earth, both righteous and wicked. We pray that wicked
rulers may turn from war, aggression, and oppression and instead choose peace and freedom.
We pray that these leaders may have a change of heart and follow you.
We ask that you guide our own President Biden at the national level and Governor Ricketts at the
state level in the way you would have them go.
We pray that you would surround President Biden and Governor Ricketts with wise counsel — men
and women of integrity who place your agenda and the good of this nation and state above their
own.
We pray for the U.S. Congress and the Nebraska State Legislature, that by your power they make
laws that are just.
We pray that Congress and the Legislature may be motivated more by your hand than by partisan or
personal concerns.
We pray for our Supreme Court. We pray that its decrees would be your decrees.
We pray that they would make rulings in line with your will. We pray that they would set a standard
of justice and balance not only on a national level but for every legal decision in our nation.
We know that all judges in the U.S. are appointed by humans. We pray that each new selection will
judge rightly according to the Constitution, which is based on biblical values.
Finally, we pray for everyone that serves in local government.
From county officials to city officials to school boards and others.
Please grant all of them wisdom to act with integrity. Please help them to seek your face and to
pursue wise council as they make their decisions.
We pray Father especially for members of the Law Enforcement community in our country.
For FBI agents and other federal law enforcement agencies.
For sheriff’s departments and police departments across the country. Please protect them,
especially during these unsettled times.
Please help us to remember that You are the original law giver, and that we should strive to always
be respectful of those who enforce our laws.
Finally, we pray that Christians will exercise their privilege to vote. May there arise such a force of
righteousness in our electoral system that it would affect every level of government in our nation.
May those in government have a profound respect not only for the political strength of the Christian







community but for our spiritual influence in our nation as well.
We pray all of this in Jesus’ name and to Him be the Glory!
Amen.”
Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil
 


Nebraska Examiner: Still among the lucky ones, even after
catching COVID


 
LINCOLN — For months on end, I have been among the lucky ones.
Never got COVID. 
I followed the advice of the health experts and the governor and kept my distance, sang “Happy
Birthday” twice while washing my hands, limited my travel and wore a mask when out to shop or
reporting at the Capitol. 
When the vaccine came out, I was among the throngs who swept through Lincoln’s Pinnacle Bank
Arena for two incredibly well-choreographed vaccination clinics.
And when the booster was recommended for us “seasoned” Nebraskans, I rolled up my sleeve for
another shot last fall.
“Don’t give it to others’
My main goal was always “don’t give it to someone else.”
So when I got even a slightly sore throat or congestion, I went and got tested. More than a dozen
times I drove through the free, Test Nebraska testing sites. When they went away, it meant a trip to
a local drug store for a test. More recently, it was using a home test.
I did not want to be the guy who gave it to someone else, someone who really got sick, or had to go
to the hospital, or heaven forbid, ended up on a ventilator or worse.
Since the pandemic arrived in Nebraska in March 2020, I’ve had a front-row seat to the pandemic,
covering dozens of governor’s press conferences while masked and distanced, writing about
Nebraska’s first COVID-19 patient and about small towns struggling through lockdowns and the
uncertainty.
More recently, I’ve covered stories about doctors and nurses, desperately trying to save lives of
those gasping for breath while dealing with the divisions in our world over using masks, taking
precautions and trusting medical professionals.
After all that, I can honestly say that being cautious and taking precautions has worked for me.
Neighbors got it, friends got it, relatives got it. Not me. 
Until two weeks ago. 
My lucky streak ended April 26 when a home test showed positive. 
Where I got it is anyone’s guess.
Like a lot of people, I’ve let my guard down, put away the N-95 masks and tried to live a little in the
past couple of months. Case counts were down, masking requirements were going away.
A concert and few masks
My wife and I went to an Elton John concert recently. It was sold out, and few people wore masks.
There was a certain novelty, and feeling of freedom, for not masking up. And I was fine after the
concert.







The week before I tested positive I covered the final days of the Legislature’s session, went to a bill
signing at the Capitol Rotunda, attended a funeral visitation and drove to central Nebraska’s Calamus
Lake to visit an old buddy — all without masking.
A friend had come up to our family farm nine days before I tested positive, and he told me later that
he’d turned up positive just after our visit. But we were mostly outside, seemingly far enough apart. 
I write this to make a couple of points. The first is that COVID-19 is still out there. 
As one widely known public health expert said recently, “We may be done with it, but it isn’t done
with us.”
This is a disease that has killed more than 4,200 Nebraskans. Nineteen more Nebraskans died last
week. And cases, nationwide, are on the rise again, according to the New York Times. That’s also
according to the health director in Lincoln, where I live.
Think of it – 4,200 dead. That’s about the population of cities like Aurora, Wahoo, Ogallala and Falls
City. Pick one of those towns. Gone.
In Lincoln and Lancaster County, cases have increased in each of the past five weeks. A surge seen
nationwide is showing up here, said Pat Lopez, the city-county health director, who said she’s seeing
an increase in older residents who haven’t gotten their second booster shot yet.
About 1 million Americans have died since March 2020. And for the first time since World War I, the
life expectancy for Americans has dropped, from 78.9 years in 2019 to 76.6 years in 2021.
Depressing facts
Those are cold, hard, depressing facts.
(And we need to consider that the number of people infected with COVID-19 is probably a major
undercount. That’s because we’re all using home tests now. And I have stopped counting the people
who told me they probably got COVID but never got tested. Wonder if they spread it.)
Here’s my second takeaway: I do believe that getting the shots made my symptoms manageable,
and mostly mild. 
Sure, the shots didn’t prevent COVID — I got it — but getting vaccinated, wearing a mask, etc., might
have kept it at bay for me through months of continuing to work, continuing to shop at the grocery
store and elsewhere, and doing things like ushering at church.
(One note: I did test “positive” in December 2020, but I never had any symptoms other than a
scratchy nose. And a month later, two tests showed I didn’t have any antibodies. So it was a “false
positive.”)
Others got it
Meanwhile, I’ve heard story after story of friends, relatives and neighbors — some vaxed, but several
not — getting COVID and dealing with high fevers, the loss of taste and smell, and the lingering after-
effects, like a foggy brain or lack of energy.
But my symptoms were no worse than a typical flu. I was run down for a day or two, had a slight
sore throat and was a bit achy. But, except for one morning sleeping in, I continued to work from my
isolation at home.
My ability to taste and smell was impacted, but for only a couple of days, and only for the blandest
food. 
The best news is this: I haven’t heard of anyone catching it from me.
As soon as I tested positive, I called everyone I came in contact with to let them know. I still haven’t
heard from anyone who got it, and I am hoping that I didn’t spread it to anyone.
Tried to do my part
From friends, relatives and neighbors, I’ve heard of much more serious fights with COVID, of real







sickness, trips to the ER, the awful funerals and regrets.
I’ve tried to do my part by trying to avoid getting it and spreading it. I’ve urged others to get the
shots, but in our world today, some people don’t trust what the experts are telling reporters, or
what we are reporting. I get it. I don’t understand it, but I get it. 
Still, when an unvaccinated buddy got a bad case, I tried to help him track down a monoclonal
antibody treatment. I even made a mad dash through a blizzard to Beatrice to pick up a home test
because they were all sold out in his town. He needed a test. 
So now I’m among the majority of Americans who have had COVID-19. It knocked me down for a day
or two, but I got over it, and hopefully I didn’t become a super spreader.
I still think I’m still among the lucky ones.
By Paul Hammel
 


Cedar Rapids Gazette: Iowa cryptocurrency site eats up
electricity


 
GRUNDY CENTER, Iowa — About 8 miles west of here is a white Quonset hut that hums with the
sound of industrial fans.
Unlike other rural outbuildings equipped with fans, this one doesn’t house hogs. It’s stacked with
computers that spend all day and night working complex mathematical problems that create bitcoin,
the most well-known cryptocurrency.
“I knew there was a place out there,” said Jill Krausman, owner of the Landmark Bistro in Grundy
Center. “I don’t have enough knowledge about it. It hasn’t affected me.”
The nondescript facility is one of the first — if not the first — large-scale cryptocurrency mining site
in Iowa. But its owner, a company called the MiningStore, wants to expand with five more locations
in eastern Iowa, capitalizing on wide-open spaces, low property taxes and cheap electricity.
Cheap electricity is crucial because crypto mining uses a lot of juice. The Grundy County site uses
more electricity than all the residential customers in Grundy Center, population 2,800, combined.
The industry’s massive energy use at a time when climate change is a threat should be a red flag to
Iowa utilities and residents, said Kerri Johannsen, energy program director for the Iowa
Environmental Council.
“There is a larger fundamental question about why we need to use energy in the first place to create
cryptocurrency,” she said.
Bitcoin was created in the late 2000s as a way for people to send money directly to each other
without a bank or third party. Other cryptocurrencies, such as ethereum and litecoin, have followed.
Bitcoin transactions are verified and monitored by independent computers running a secure
algorithm to solve blocks of numbers that represent groupings of transactions. These computers, or
“miners,” race to solve each block with the payout being the next block of bitcoins, which is worth
hundreds of thousands of dollars.
The Grundy County site is too small to solve blocks on its own, so miners there work as part of a
mining pool that pays out a daily rate based on the amount of work the computers do, explained J.P.
Baric, founder and chief executive officer of the MiningStore.
“Bitcoin is important to me because it’s a monetary system that can’t be influenced by the







government and it can’t be changed,” he said.
Baric, 24, dropped out of North Carolina State in 2017. With his parents and grandparents, he
invested $1 million to start the MiningStore.
Right now, each of the site’s 1,900 computers mines $17 per day, but that amount fluctuates with
the value of bitcoin. It’s been as high as $35 a day. But at current rates, the site makes about
$32,000 a day. The power bill is over $5,000 a day, Baric said.
Baric found the Iowa site through a Colorado economic development group that identifies areas with
low energy costs.
“It doesn’t surprise me they set up shop in Grundy County, because they have really low-cost energy
there,” said Jim Martin-Schramm, a Luther College emeritus professor who focuses on energy and
climate policy.
At 4.05 cents per kilowatt-hour, the Grundy County Rural Electric Cooperative has some of the
cheapest industrial electricity in the state, according to filings with the Iowa Utilities Board. The
MiningStore bought one acre of land in 2019 right next to an electrical substation.
Magnus Anderson, the MiningStore’s Grundy County site manager, said electricity moves through a
1,500-kilowatt transformer directly to the site. The company’s contract with the REC says six months
of the year the MiningStore will agree to temporarily power down when there is peak electrical
usage, such as on hot summer days.
“We use it (electricity) until everybody else needs it,” he said.
The site uses 6 megawatts of power during operation, which is 24/7 unless part of the system is
undergoing repairs.
To put this in perspective, Luther College in Decorah, with 1,800 students, uses about 2 megawatts
during most of the year, rising to 2.8 megawatts in the summer, Martin-Schramm said.
An average Iowa home uses about 11,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity per year, Johannsen said. The
MiningStore uses about 54 million kilowatt-hours a year, or the equivalent of 4,900 houses.
“All of Grundy County in the census has 5,146 households,” she said. “We’re talking about 95
percent of the households in Grundy County.”
So where does the power come from?
Grundy County REC is one of nine rural electric cooperatives and one municipal cooperative that
own Corn Belt Power Cooperative, based in Humboldt and serving 41 northern Iowa counties. Corn
Belt owns the nine substations within Grundy County REC, including the one that powers the
MiningStore.
Corn Belt’s power mix in 2019 was about 50 percent coal, 18 percent purchased power, 15 percent
renewables and smaller shares of natural gas, hydro and nuclear, according to its website.
A half-dozen wind turbines are visible from the MiningStore site, but those turbines are owned by
MidAmerican Energy and do not power the crypto mining facility, said Mike Curtis, the REC’s general
manager.
The cooperative’s electricity sales to large commercial and industrial customers more than doubled
from 16.5 million kilowatt-hours in 2018 to 36.9 million kilowatt-hours in 2020, which Curtis said is
largely due to the MiningStore.
For bitcoin to become a viable worldwide currency, some environmental groups say, it must slash its
energy use.
A group called Change the Code Not the Climate says changing the “proof of work” required to
validate transactions to a “proof of stake” — meaning miners pledge coins to verify transactions —
would cut energy use by 99 percent, according to a March article in the Guardian.







Energy use isn’t the only challenge.
“Since cryptocurrencies are too volatile to be used as an actual currency, people treat it as a sort of
investment scheme,” wrote Jon von Tetzchner, co-founder and CEO of Vivaldi Technologies, in a Jan.
13 blog post.
“The problem is that to extract actual money from the system you have to find someone willing to
buy the tokens you are holding. And this is only likely to happen as long as they believe they will be
able to sell them on to someone who’ll pay even more for them. And so on, and so on.”
Bitcoin mining operations that want to grow need to keep adding investors because the computers
cost thousands of dollars, Baric said. But, he said, it’s not like a pyramid scheme that needs new
investors to make previous investors whole.
“People buy the bitcoins because they believe more people are going to believe bitcoin has value,”
Baric said. “That’s why people put money into it.”
Baric and his investors would like to open five more bitcoin mining sites in eastern Iowa: Another in
Grundy County, one in Black Hawk County and three in Tama County.
The Grundy County Planning and Zoning Commission has recommended the Board of Supervisors
deny the request to change zoning from agricultural to commercial to allow the second site.
The MiningStore pays property taxes, employs nine people full time and hires electricians to help at
the site, Baric said. Company leaders also are looking to do more community outreach, such as
leading school tours and speaking about bitcoin.
The Iowa Economic Development Authority does not track cryptocurrency sites, spokeswoman
Kanan Kappelman said.
That should change, said Johannsen, of the Iowa Environmental Council.
“If there’s a planned expansion, it would be something for the state to get a handle on from the
perspective of what we can expect in terms of (energy) load growth,” she said. “It’s not that the
organization is anti-crypto or we have a particular reason to be. But if we’re going to use our energy
resources most efficiently, is this really the most efficient use of energy resources?”
 


CQ Roll Call: 2020 saw most firearm deaths since 1994, CDC
reports


 
The first year of the COVID-19 pandemic saw the highest firearm homicide rates since 1994, with
substantial increases among Black and American Indian/Alaska Native males and young adults,
according to a new report released Tuesday by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
From 2019 to 2020, homicides involving firearms rose 35% to 6.1 per 100,000 people, with the
largest increase occurring among Black males between ages 10 and 44 and American Indian/Alaska
Native males between ages 25 and 44.
The increase widened racial and ethnic disparities in firearm homicide deaths, the CDC said. From
2019 to 2020, the firearm homicide rate for Black people between ages 10 and 24 was more than 21
times higher than for White people in the same age group.
The overall firearm suicide rate remained relatively unchanged from 2019 to 2020 at 8.1 per
100,000 people, but there were increases among some groups of people, including American
Indian/Alaska Native males. In total, there were 24,000 firearm suicide deaths in 2020.







“The increases in firearm homicide rates and persistently high firearm suicide rates in 2020,
combined with increases among populations that were already at high risk, have widened disparities
and heightened the urgency of actions to prevent violence,” Thomas Simon, associate director for
science at the CDC’s Division of Violence Prevention, said in a call with reporters Tuesday.
The study did not examine the reasons for the increasing rates, but Simon suggested the pandemic
exacerbated long-standing inequities that contribute to gun violence and suicide, including poverty,
housing instability, social isolation, job loss and structural racism.
Other reasons could include increases in firearm purchases, intimate partner violence and strains in
relationships between police and their communities.
In total, there were more than 19,350 firearm homicides in 2020, compared with nearly 14,400 in
2019.
Firearms were involved in 79% of all homicides in 2020, an increase of between 4 and 6 percentage
points over the past five years.
Firearm homicide rates increased across all populations and age groups and in both rural and metro
areas.
Firearm homicides and suicides were highest among people living in lower-income areas. About 53%
of suicides involved firearms.
Housing assistance, child care subsidies, tax credits and livable wages can bring people out of
poverty and potentially reduce firearm deaths, the CDC said. Safer storage of firearms has been
proved to reduce deaths.
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AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn May 2022 7.91 -15.00 07:42
Corn Oct 2022 7.19 -45.00 07:42
Milo May 2022 7.46 -60.00 07:42
Milo Oct 2022 7.09 -55.00 07:42
Soybeans May 2022 15.57 -103.00 07:42
Soybeans Oct 2022 14.43 -70.00 07:42
Wheat May 2022 12.48 -85.00 07:42
Wheat Jul 2022 12.48 -85.00 07:42


 
TV and Radio
KETV: Applicants sought for Southwest Omaha legislative seat
NTV: Gov. Ricketts to call special session to pass total abortion ban if Roe is overturned (no video)
NCN: Ricketts: Abortion ban would include cases of rape and incest
10/11: SCOTUS abortion ruling could spur special session, Ricketts says in CNN interview
KPTM: Nonprofit group, lawmaker react to governor's comments on abortion
KNOP: Memorial Day ceremony planned for Fort McPherson National Cemetery (no video)
WOWT: Experts: COVID-19 detection in Omaha wastewater can help pandemic response
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts seeking applicants for Pahls' replacement in Nebraska Legislature
Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts seeks applicants to fill remainder of the late Sen. Rich Pahls’ term
LifeNews: Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts: We Will Ban Abortions and “Protect Preborn Babies”
Washington Post: States pursue extreme restrictions in crafting post-Roe abortion law
Union Journal: Pete Ricketts Has Decided To Call A Special Session If Roe Is Overturned
Nebraska Examiner: Slama lawsuit moves forward with new groping details; Herbster denies
The Hill: Five things to watch in North Carolina, Pennsylvania primaries
 
Agency
LJS: Nebraska drops ban on poultry events
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Hospitalizations and COVID cases going up again in Nebraska
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OWH: Ricketts seeking applicants for Pahls' replacement in
Nebraska Legislature


 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts is seeking applicants to fill an open seat in the Nebraska Legislature
that was created after the death of State Sen. Rich Pahls of Omaha.
Applications to fill the vacancy in Legislative District 31 will be accepted until 5 p.m. May 27,
according to a press release. To be eligible, applicants must be at least 21, be registered to vote and
must have lived within the district for at least one year.
District 31 lies in Douglas County and includes most of the Millard neighborhood in southwest
Omaha. The boundaries are between South 192nd Street and South 144th Street, and between
West Center Road and Harrison Street.
Interested individuals may complete an application for executive appointment online
at governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req.
Pahls died late last month at age 78.
The appointee will serve until Jan. 3, 2023. During the November 2022 general election, voters will
elect a member of the Legislature for District 31 to serve the remainder of Pahls’ original term,
which lasts until January 2025.
Tim Royers, who lost to Pahls in the 2020 election, announced Monday that he would run for the
District 31 seat in this year’s general election. He did not mention in his campaign press release
whether he also was applying for an appointment to the seat.
To get on the ballot, the appointee and other interested candidates must submit at least 2,000 valid
petition signatures from registered voters in the district by Sept. 1.
By state law, the governor must appoint a replacement to a vacant legislative seat within 45 days of
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the seat opening up. Ricketts previously confirmed to the Omaha World-Herald that he plans to
appoint Pahls’ replacement before a potential special session is called to debate Nebraska’s abortion
laws.
Ricketts said he may call a special session later this year if the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v.
Wade. A leaked draft opinion showed several Supreme Court justices favored overturning the 1973
ruling that legalized abortion nationwide, but a final decision isn’t expected until late June.
This spring, a bill that would have banned all abortions in Nebraska if the high court overturned
Roe fell two votes short of overcoming a filibuster against it. Pahls was absent at the time because of
his illness.
By Erin Bamer
 


Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts seeks applicants to fill
remainder of the late Sen. Rich Pahls’ term


 
LINCOLN — Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts is seeking applicants to fill the late State Sen. Rich Pahls’
legislative seat.
Applicants from Legislative District 31 in southwest Omaha have until 5 p.m. May 27 to apply.
Applicants need to live in the district and be at least 21 years of age. Find a map of the district here.
People can apply online at governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req. They will need a resume, cover
letter and supporting materials.
Ricketts has until June 11 — 45 days from Pahls’ death on April 27 — to appoint a replacement.
Ricketts’ spokeswoman said the person chosen likely will stand for election in November’s general
election. 
The timing means the seat will be filled before any special session aimed at outlawing abortion in
Nebraska, which the Governor’s Office said would come only after a Supreme Court decision
overturning Roe vs. Wade.
The Legislature nearly passed an abortion ban that would have gone into effect if the high court
acted. It fell two votes short of passage. Pahls was absent because of his ailment.
Ricketts is not confined to the applicant pool to select a replacement. He has appointed new
senators to vacant seats before from outside of the application process.
Tim Royers, a former Millard West High School teacher wrapping up his first term as president of the
Millard Education Association, lost to Pahls in 2020. He announced Monday that he plans to run
again this fall. Royers said late Monday that he would also apply for the appointment.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


LifeNews: Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts: We Will Ban
Abortions and “Protect Preborn Babies”


 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts promised Sunday to take action to protect unborn babies from abortion
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in the likelihood that the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade this summer.
“Nebraska is a pro-life state. I believe life begins at conception,” Ricketts told CNN host Dana Bash.
The Republican governor said he plans to call a special legislative session if the court
overturns Roe and allows states to protect unborn babies by banning abortions again, according to
The Epoch Times.
“If Roe v. Wade, which is a horrible constitutional decision, gets overturned by the Supreme Court,
which we’re hopeful of, here in Nebraska we’re going to take further steps to protect those preborn
babies,” Ricketts said.
“I will work with our speaker of the legislature to work on a special session and do more to protect
preborn babies,” he continued. “We’ll have to wait and see what that decision is before we can take
further steps, but that would certainly be my intention.”
When Bash asked if the governor believes there should be exceptions for rape and incest, Ricketts
responded that unborn babies conceived in violence are “still babies” who deserve to be protected.
In April, the Nebraska legislature almost passed a trigger bill that would ban abortions once Roe v.
Wade is overturned, but pro-abortion Democrats filibustered the legislation and an effort to break
the filibuster failed by two votes. State law requires a two-thirds majority to end a filibuster.
An abortion ban would save thousands of babies’ lives every year. In 2021, 2,378 abortions were
reported in Nebraska, according to state health statistics.
Currently, because of Roe, states are forced to legalize abortions up to viability. However, the
Supreme Court is considering a Mississippi case that challenges that precedent, and a ruling is
expected this summer.
Earlier this month, a leaked draft ruling showed a majority of the justices agreeing to overturn Roe.
However, the draft is not final and judges can change their minds. It is not clear when the high court
will issue its final ruling on the abortion case Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health, but many believe
the court will overturn Roe and allow states to protect unborn babies again.
Polls consistently show that most Americans support stronger legal protections for unborn babies
than what Roe allows. LifeNews highlighted 11 recent polls here. A new Rasmussen poll found more
Americans want Roe v. Wade overturned (48 percent) than want the ruling to remain in place (45
percent).
Since 1973, more than 63 million unborn babies and hundreds of mothers have died in supposedly
“safe, legal” abortions.
By Micaiah Bilger
 


Washington Post: States pursue extreme restrictions in
crafting post-Roe abortion law


 
The day after the stunning leak of a Supreme Court draft opinion overturning Roe v. Wade,
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt (R) signed a ban on abortions in the state for pregnancies past six weeks.
He wanted Oklahoma to be “the most pro-life state in the country,” which was in part why the
state’s new ban included no exceptions for rape or incest.
Within 48 hours of the leak, Republicans in Louisiana advanced a bill that would classify abortion as
homicide and allow prosecutors to criminally charge patients, not just abortion providers. Though
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the bill would ultimately be scrapped, its supporters vowed that they would continue to push for
“what’s right.”
And by the weekend, state GOP lawmakers were openly questioning forms of birth control, including
the Plan B pill, a widely used form of emergency contraception often provided to rape victims.
What had been a slow, deliberate erosion of abortion rights over the 50 years since the court’s ruling
in Roe now seemed to be a flash flood of increasingly severe restrictions and proposals cropping up
at the state level, abortion rights advocates say, as antiabortion Republicans envision a post-
Roe world.
“I think these state lawmakers are feeling emboldened based on what they think is coming down the
pike from the Supreme Court,” said Rachel Fey, who works on policy programs for Power to Decide,
a nonprofit organization that seeks to prevent unplanned pregnancies and supports abortion rights.
“We are in uncharted territory,” Fey added. “In my 20 years in health and reproductive justice, I’ve
never seen … such a plethora of extreme, extreme attacks, and that’s really saying something.”
Such concerns have largely been dismissed as alarmist by abortion foes, who say they are not
focused on doing away with things like birth control — but who themselves are divided over what
would come next if Roe is overturned.
After heated debate Thursday, GOP lawmakers in Louisiana stripped language out of their bill that
would have criminally charged abortion patients with homicide, revealing a split within the
antiabortion movement. State Rep. Danny McCormick (R), the bill’s sponsor, argued that a fetus
must be granted the same protections as a person, while other Republicans urged caution,
emphasizing that the antiabortion movement does not support imposing criminal charges on people
who are pregnant.
The antiabortion movement turned away from punishing abortion patients because the public does
not support those measures, said Mary Ziegler, a visiting professor at Harvard Law School who
specializes in the history of abortion. According to a recent Monmouth University poll, nearly two-
thirds of Americans support keeping abortion legal, either always or with some limitations. An
additional 26 percent said it should be illegal with exceptions for rape, incest or to save the life of
the mother. Only 8 percent said they thought abortion should always be illegal.
But there was no question that the prospect of the Supreme Court overturning Roe v. Wade, the
1973 decision guaranteeing a right to abortion, had energized Louisiana Republicans, despite
prevailing public sentiment. While 12 other states have introduced similar legislation granting full
constitutional protections to a fetus from the moment an egg is fertilized, Louisiana’s bill was the
first to move out of a committee, said Bradley Pierce, the executive director of the Foundation to
Abolish Abortion, who helped draft the Louisiana measure.
Once the Supreme Court’s decision is final, Pierce said, he expects more penalties for people seeking
abortions, no matter how those laws might be viewed by the public.
“Ultimately it’s not an issue of doing what’s popular. It’s an issue of doing what’s right,” Pierce said.
If Roe is overturned, “trigger laws” banning abortion would go into effect in 13 Republican-led
states. Most of the recent abortion bans proposed by Republican-led state legislatures include no
exceptions for rape or incest, and more GOP lawmakers and candidates are defending their support
for comprehensive bans.
J.D. Vance, the Republican nominee for Senate in Ohio, called rape and incest “inconvenient”
but said he still did not support any exceptions to an abortion ban.
“Two wrongs don’t make a right,” Vance told Spectrum News. “The question to me is really about
the baby.”
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Questioned about the lack of exceptions for rape or incest, Stitt told Fox News on Sunday, “That is a
human being inside the womb. … We’re going to do everything we can to protect life and love both
the mother and the child. And we don’t think that killing one to protect another is the right thing to
do either.”
Those exceptions are actually not the norm, said Elizabeth Nash, a principal policy associate for state
issues at the Guttmacher Institute, an abortion rights think tank. Since 2013, 10 states have passed
six-week abortion bans, but only one of those states, South Carolina, included exceptions for rape or
incest.
Rep. Nancy Mace (R-S.C.), who supports abortion restrictions but who has spoken out in the past
about being a victim of rape, said that she had pushed for those exceptions in South Carolina’s law
and urged other Republicans to do the same.
“When you realize what’s happened in your life, the trauma, the emotional, the mental, the physical
trauma in a woman’s life, that decision — she should make that decision with her doctor and
between her and her God,” Mace said.
Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson (R) has also expressed uneasiness about his state’s ban, which makes
exceptions for women facing medical emergencies but not for rape or incest cases.
The debate over rape and incest exceptions has played out on the floor of several statehouses this
year. As Florida considered its 15-week abortion ban in March, which passed without exceptions for
rape and incest, Senate Minority Leader Lauren Book (D), delivered an emotional speech on the
subject, sharing her own story of sexual assault: At age 13, she said, her nanny brought her to a
party, where she was drugged and raped by several men.
She urged her colleagues to consider an amendment that would add the exceptions to the bill.
“I am begging you, for little Lauren, for me. … I am asking you to give those survivors more time to
heal,” she said as she addressed the chamber.
Since the leaked Supreme Court decision, several Republican lawmakers have also signaled their
willingness to restrict emergency contraception in addition to abortion, a subject legislators have
rarely discussed in public.
Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves (R) recently refused to rule out the possibility that his state would ban
certain forms of contraception. Several Republican lawmakers and candidates for elected office have
openly questioned Griswold v. Connecticut, the 1965 Supreme Court case that granted married
couples access to contraception without government restrictions — and that undergirds Roe and
other decisions.
Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.) has called the Griswold decision “legally unsound.” Blake Masters,
a GOP Senate candidate in Arizona, says on his website he would “vote only for federal judges
who understand that Roe and Griswold and Casey were wrongly decided.” Both have denied that
they want to ban contraception.
The architects of the Louisiana bill, before it was scuttled late Thursday, also originally intended for it
to extend to emergency contraception like Plan B, according to Pierce, the abortion opponent
behind the measure.
La. Republicans weaken bill that would have charged abortion as homicide
The day after the Supreme Court draft opinion leaked, President Biden drew the line from a possible
overturning of Roe v. Wade to the potential undermining of Griswold and other decisions related to
privacy.
“In my view, if it becomes a law and if what is written is what remains, it goes far beyond the
concern of whether or not there is the right to choose. It goes to other basic rights: the right to
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marry, the right to determine a whole range of things,” Biden said on May 3. “I think the decision
in Griswold was correct overruling; I think the decision in Roe was correct, because there’s a right to
privacy. There can be limitations on it, but it cannot be denied.”
Within the antiabortion movement, leaders have been quick to steer the conversation away from
contraception.
“That’s just not our focus,” said Kristan Hawkins, president of Students for Life of America, a leading
antiabortion organization. While she would eventually support restrictions on Plan B, Hawkins said
the movement needs to end abortion first.
“Our focus now in the post-Roe world is on chemical abortion,” she said, referring to abortion pills.
Abortion rights groups are using contraception as a “scare tactic,” Hawkins said. By telling people
they could lose access to birth control, she added, abortion rights leaders are hoping to mobilize
more people on the Supreme Court’s draft decision.
But abortion rights activists who have sought to broaden access to contraception say it is not out of
the realm of possibility for Republicans to target contraception next if Roe falls.
“I don’t think folks are being alarmist,” said Power to Decide’s Fey. “We have seen a long and
continued assault on contraceptive access for many years at the federal level and at the state level.”
In Texas, for example, those covered by the state Medicaid program are not allowed to receive
contraception from any clinic that provides abortion care or that could be affiliated with one that
does. Missouri lawmakers last year attempted to exclude coverage for IUDs and emergency
contraception from their Medicaid program, an effort that ultimately failed.
Under the Trump administration, programs receiving federal funding via Title X were prohibited from
even mentioning abortion, leading to hundreds of clinics leaving the program — which meant far
fewer places for uninsured people to obtain contraception and other health services.
And more generally, Fey added, state policymakers and governors now frequently mischaracterize
certain methods of contraception as abortifacients — either intentionally or because they are not
clear on how they work.
Fey said she and other advocates will continue to fight for access to abortion and contraception, but
added that it was “heartbreaking” that it took the leak of the Supreme Court draft opinion for many
people to pay attention to the threats to Roe.
“I’m perpetually angry that it has to be such a fight for something so core to how people plan and
build their families,” she said.
The Supreme Court is expected to issue its decision next month. Some Republicans are looking
beyond the court ruling.
Idaho state Rep. Brent Crane (R), chairman of the House State Affairs Committee that oversees
abortion legislation, said last week that while Idaho’s current Republican caucus did not support
penalizing people who are pregnant, that may change in the future if the court overturns Roe.
“We’re going to probably see 30 new individuals come into the House of Representatives next year,”
he said. “It will be interesting to see the impact that this decision will have on those individuals.”
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) said Sunday on CNN that if the court overturns Roe, he would call a
special session of the legislature to impose a total abortion ban with no exceptions for rape or incest.
“I believe life begins at conception,” he said. “And those are babies too.”
By Amy B. Wang
 


Union Journal: Pete Ricketts Has Decided To Call A Special
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Session If Roe Is Overturned


 
The Republican Governor of Nebraska, Pete Ricketts, stated on Sunday that he would calling a
special session for his state legislature- in order to pass a total ban on abortion. This would be the
case if the Supreme Court decided to overturn Roe v. Wade this term. In his interview with CNN’s
Dana Bash, Ricketts mentioned that Nebraska was a pro-life state.
He believed life began at conception- and those were babies too. When he was asked if he thought
the state should ask a young girl to carry her baby after she was raped, the Governor clarified that
after the ‘horrible’ Roe v. Wade was overturned, they would be looking at further steps to protect
preborn babies. Bash went on to ask if the rules would be same in the event of incest or rape, to
which the Governor replied that it applied to both. 
Pete Ricketts Wants To Install Abortion Ban in Nebraska
Pete Ricketts also has a backup in place if Roe fails. He stated that he would be working with the
speaker of their legislature to work on a special session and do more in order to protect more
preborn babies. But until then they would have to wait and see what the decision from the Supreme
Court was going to be before they could take any further steps. Nonetheless, this was the plan that
he was going to follow. 
The comments from Pete Ricketts do come as the conservative majority of the Supreme Court does
seem to be on the verge of overturning Roe v. Wade, the landmark case in 1973 that legalized
abortion throughout the country. Earlier this month, a draft opinion was leaked- authored by
conservative Justice Samuel Alto- which indicated that the court was pretty poised to reverse Roe in
a case that would concern an abortion law in Mississippi. 
Close to a dozen states already have trigger laws in place, which implies that abortion will almost
immediately be banned if Roe is overturned. In fact, Pete Ricketts’ Nebraska almost passed one such
law previously. 
By Md Shahnawaz
 


Nebraska Examiner: Slama lawsuit moves forward with new
groping details; Herbster denies


 
Editor’s note: This story contains a graphic description of an alleged sexual groping incident. 
LINCOLN — State Sen. Julie Slama’s lawyers made clear in a new filing Monday that her counter-
lawsuit alleging sexual battery by Charles Herbster will continue after Herbster’s loss last week in the
GOP primary race for governor.
Slama’s lawyers asked that Herbster’s defamation lawsuit against her be thrown out as being
“frivolous” and in “bad faith.” They added details to Slama’s counter-suit, including a new claim
alleging that Herbster’s political defense cast Slama in a false light.
The new filing said: “Herbster and his counsel know, or should know, that Senator Slama’s
statements in question are true or substantially true.” 
Slama, the filing said, is still coping with the mental and emotional toll of being groped and with how



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theunionjournal.com%2Frepublicans-split-national-abortion-ban%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cedcd40b4332149b8e60608da3805791e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883893441002479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L4%2Bh%2FtiwJlwDg8WbV%2Bl82UOjoKt0KLKdis%2BMftuohIM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rollingstone.com%2Fpolitics%2Fpolitics-news%2Fpete-ricketts-rape-victims-abortion-1353635%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cedcd40b4332149b8e60608da3805791e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883893441002479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CtbUjK4gl%2BKqonFKvb3ZqrS8T0sqJDQHkdu%2Bx7cd4CY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskaexaminer.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F05%2FHerb-vs-Slama.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cedcd40b4332149b8e60608da3805791e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883893441002479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VehTAkDlfS2vvNX5EqnEt7fOqDQxrW%2FPcDKHhhL4FsQ%3D&reserved=0





Herbster responded to her allegation in April. The filing said she is dealing with anxiety, depression
and feared loss of reputation. 
Herbster on Monday repeated his denial of wrongdoing. He has alleged he is the victim of a political
conspiracy involving his former opponent, GOP gubernatorial nominee Jim Pillen, and Gov. Pete
Ricketts. Pillen and Ricketts have denied being part of any conspiracy.
Slama’s new filing provides the most detailed account yet of what she said Herbster did to her during
the Elephant Remembers fundraising dinner in Omaha in 2019. It said Slama, then 22, was walking to
her table at the dinner. 
“Senator Slama felt a hand reach up her dress from behind and first touch and grope her genital area
on the outside of her underwear,” the filing said. “She then felt the hand move up and grope and
squeeze her right bare buttocks. 
“As she turned, startled by the contact, she saw Charles Herbster as he was removing his hand from
under her dress. Herbster did not make eye contact with Senator Slama but she observed a smirk on
his face as he walked away.”
The document said Slama had never met Herbster until that night, though she knew who he was
since he was a major Republican donor. The filing said she told at least two people immediately
afterward what had happened.  
The filing alleges that Slama and “several other” people saw Herbster grab another woman’s
buttocks at the event. The Nebraska Examiner reported April 30 that Elizabeth Todsen came forward
on the record to confirm what she had earlier told the Examiner anonymously — that Herbster had
groped her at the Elephant Remembers dinner.
Slama’s filing mentions interviews that Herbster and his national campaign manager, Kellyanne
Conway, gave about Slama’s allegations on Steve Bannon’s podcast. Conway and Bannon were both
advisers to former President Donald Trump.
Herbster told Bannon that Slama’s allegations were made up and that Ricketts and Nebraska’s GOP
establishment were after him. Conway told Bannon that she and Ricketts had talked about Slama
months earlier and that Slama was politically obsessed with Herbster. 
“Senator Slama was shocked, mortified, and traumatized by Herbster’s actions,” the filing said.
“Senator Slama was also frightened of retribution.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


The Hill: Five things to watch in North Carolina, Pennsylvania
primaries


 
Voters in five states will head to the polls on Tuesday to cast their ballots in some of the most crucial
nominating contests of the 2022 midterm elections. 
Some of the biggest primaries will unfold in Pennsylvania and North Carolina, where Democrats and
Republicans are slated to choose their nominees to fill two Senate seats. But the night will also see
voters make key decisions on the future direction of both parties. 
Here are five things to watch in the May 17 primary elections.
Does Trump suffer another major loss?
Former President Trump was dealt a blow last week when his preferred candidate in Nebraska’s GOP
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gubernatorial primary, Charles Herbster, lost to a Republican backed by the state’s current Gov. Pete
Ricketts. 
On Tuesday, he’ll face another test of his sway among GOP voters, this time in Pennsylvania. 
Trump has endorsed celebrity physician Mehmet Oz in the state’s closely watched Republican
Senate primary. And while recent polling shows Oz with a narrow lead in the race, he still faces some
stiff competition. 
Former hedge fund manager David McCormick has trailed Oz by low-single-digit margins for more
than a month, and he’s still not far behind him. Even more recently, though, conservative
commentator Kathy Barnette has surged in the polls, putting up the latest challenge to Oz’s front-
runner status.
If Oz is able to pull off a win on Tuesday, it could help sharpen Trump’s argument that Herbster’s loss
in Nebraska was nothing more than an anomaly in his track record. But a defeat for Oz would likely
raise further questions about just how closely Republican voters are taking cues from the former
president.
Does Biden’s endorsing power take a hit?
Biden has weighed into this year’s Democratic primary battles only sparingly. But his endorsing
power will be on the line on Tuesday in Oregon’s 5th District, where moderate Rep. Kurt Schrader is
facing a challenge from his political left. 
Progressives are lining up behind Jamie McLeod-Skinner, arguing that Schrader is an unreliable vote
for Democrats’ agenda at a time when the party can’t afford any defections. 
McLeod-Skinner has racked up a number of endorsements, including from Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-
Mass.) and four of the six county Democratic parties in the district. 
Despite that, she has been heavily outspent by Schrader in the run-up to the primary. From April 1 to
27, Schrader’s campaign dropped more than $1.5 million compared to McLeod-Skinner’s $343,000,
according to their latest federal filings.
A loss for Schrader on Tuesday would almost certainly be seen as a bad omen for Biden’s influence
over his party, especially in a year in which his low approval ratings are already viewed as a liability
for Democrats.
Can progressives notch much-needed wins?
Progressives are looking to make a comeback on Tuesday at a pivotal moment for the Democratic
Party. 
While the party’s left flank has seen its profile rise in recent years, progressives have continued to
run up against roadblocks in key races. Earlier this month, voters in the Cleveland area sent
Rep. Shontel Brown (D-Ohio) back to Washington in a closely watched primary, passing up
progressive Nina Turner for a second time in less than a year.
On Tuesday, however, progressives are hoping to reverse their fortunes. 
In Pennsylvania, Lt. Gov. John Fetterman, who has drawn the support of many in his party’s left wing,
is heading into the state’s Democratic Senate primary as the clear favorite to win the nomination.
Progressives are also backing state House Rep. Summer Lee in the primary to succeed retiring Rep.
Mike Doyle (D). 
At the same time, progressives are hoping to knock off Schrader in Democratic primary for Oregon’s
5th District, arguing that the seven-term congressman’s moderate politics are out of step with the
majority of his party.
Whether voters actually want to take the party in a more progressive direction, however, is one of
the biggest questions heading into the primaries.
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Will voters punish Cawthorn?
Rep. Madison Cawthorn drew several rivals for the Republican nomination in North Carolina’s 11th
District after he decided to run in another district closer to Charlotte, only to return to his old
territory later.
But despite the fact that he’s running as an incumbent, things haven’t gotten easier for him. 
Cawthorn infuriated many of his GOP colleagues earlier this year when he insinuated during a
podcast interview that some of his fellow lawmakers were attending orgies and snorting cocaine.
He’s also been the subject of a series of salacious revelations, including a leaked nude video.
Cawthorn has sought to brush off the attacks against him as an effort by the so-called political
establishment to undermine him. Still, the risks he is facing are very real. 
The top Republicans in the state General Assembly have endorsed one of his rivals, state Sen. Chuck
Edwards, in the primary, while both of his state’s U.S. senators have spoken out against him. 
Cawthorn has the endorsement of Trump, however, who doubled down on his support for the first-
term congressman this week. Given his district’s conservative tilt, that could go a long way toward
saving him from defeat on Tuesday.
How far right have Republican voters moved?
A handful of races on Tuesday are slated to test just how far to the right GOP primary voters have
moved, with or without Trump’s influence.
In Pennsylvania, Barnette is surging in the closing days of the primary, threatening to overtake Oz in
the race for the Senate nomination. While Oz may have Trump’s endorsement, Barnette has ties to
her party’s far-right flank; she’s made past disparaging remarks about Islam and gay people, and
previously promoted the conspiracy theory that former President Obama was secretly a Muslim.
Likewise, in the state’s GOP gubernatorial primary, Republican Doug Mastriano, who advocated for
the 2020 presidential election results to be overturned, appears to be the favorite to clinch the
nomination to take on Democrat Josh Shapiro in November. He scored Trump’s endorsement on
Saturday.
And in Idaho, Trump’s preferred gubernatorial candidate, Lt. Gov. Janice McGeachin, is running to
oust incumbent Gov. Brad Little in a closely watched primary. Little isn’t exactly a moderate, but
McGeachin has run to his right and the two have a history of tension. 
More than once, when Little has left the state, McGeachin has signed executive orders related to the
coronavirus pandemic as acting governor, only to have them rescinded by Little later on.
Regardless of who emerges from the Tuesday primaries, the contests are almost sure to say
something about where GOP voters stand in the aftermath of Trump’s four years in the White
House.
By Max Greenwood
 


LJS: Nebraska drops ban on poultry events


 
A nearly two-month ban on live poultry events in Nebraska has been lifted.
The Nebraska Department of Agriculture announced Monday that its controlled movement order
that canceled all poultry events because of the threat of bird flu has expired.
The order was first issued March 26 and extended April 27 as the state dealt with several outbreaks
of the highly contagious disease.
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Nebraska has had seven confirmed cases of bird flu so far in domestic flocks, resulting in about 4.8
million birds being destroyed. But there has not been a case reported in the state since April 27.
“While we continue our focus to protect the poultry industry, epidemiological information from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture indicates the spread of (bird flu) in Nebraska has been from wild
birds and not from domestic flocks,” state Agriculture Director Steve Wellman said in a news release.
“It is important for Nebraska to allow our poultry producers and youth exhibitors to get back to a
normal routine.”
The department said sale organizers are required to keep records, including contact information for
all buyers and sellers, and exhibition organizers should also keep records, including contact
information, for all participants and consider moving shows to a “show-and-go” type of format.
State Veterinarian Roger Dudley said he would advise poultry producers who attend such events to
continue to use "extreme caution."
"It is very important that poultry owners who choose to attend these events follow strict biosecurity
measures, including isolating new birds for 30 days before introducing them to your flock,” Dudley
said in the release.
The department said the ban could be reinstated if new cases of the disease are reported in the
state.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Hospitalizations and COVID cases going up again in
Nebraska


 
Nebraska COVID-19 cases are back on the rise, with the number of cases last week reaching the
highest level in three months.
The state reported 1,500 new virus cases last week, a sharp increase from just over 800 each of the
two previous weeks, according to figures compiled from U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention data.
It was Nebraska’s fifth straight weekly increase and put cases at their highest level since mid-
February.
Nebraska’s two-week case growth of 86% exceeded the 61% U.S. figure and ranked in the top third
among the states. But Nebraska’s per-capita case rate continues to rank in the bottom tier
nationally, 41st among the states.
Neighboring Colorado (third) and Iowa (eighth) also rank high in their two-week growth in cases. In
all, COVID case numbers were rising last week in all but four states.
Hospitalizations in Nebraska also are creeping up, averaging 69 last week compared to 55 the week
before. But they remain relatively low, still half the levels they were just two months ago.
Nationally, the increase in cases is being driven by the subvariant BA.2, which was the dominant
variant as of the week ending May 7. But the subvariant BA.2.12.1, which reportedly is more
transmissible than BA.2, has taken over in places such as New York and New Jersey.
It’s widely recognized that new cases of the virus are being underreported as more people rely on
at-home tests. Those results typically are not reported to health agencies.
In Nebraska, BA.2 made up 89% of positive virus samples that had been genomically sequenced,







according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Service’s report last week. However,
the state currently is not distinguishing between BA.2 and BA.2.12.1 in its reports.
A tiny percentage of samples sequenced were the BA.4 and BA.5 subvariants of omicron, which are
driving a surge in South Africa.
Health officials continue to urge all eligible Americans, including those who have had COVID-19 at
some point during the pandemic, to get up to date on vaccines. For everyone age 12 and older, that
means one booster in addition to the original series of vaccines. People 50 and older and those who
are immunocompromised can get a fourth shot. The CDC’s online tool outlines who can get
boosters.
Nebraska also added 18 more deaths last week, bringing the total number of confirmed or probable
COVID deaths to 4,234. The state has reported 482,000 confirmed COVID cases.
By Julie Anderson and Henry J. Cordes
 


OWH: Medical marijuana backers challenge Nebraska
petition signature requirement in court


 
LINCOLN — Medical marijuana backers are challenging the constitutionality of a requirement that
petitioners collect a certain number of signatures from at least 38 Nebraska counties for the
measure to make the ballot.
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana joined with the American Civil Liberties Union of Nebraska to file
a civil rights lawsuit on Monday in U.S. District Court in Lincoln.
The suit names Crista Eggers, the statewide campaign coordinator for the petition drive and the
mother of a boy with uncontrolled seizures, as a plaintiff. Secretary of State Bob Evnen, the state’s
top election official, is named as the defendant.
The lawsuit asks the court to issue a temporary restraining order suspending the requirement that
petitions get valid signatures from at least 5% of registered voters in two-fifths of the state’s 93
counties to qualify for the ballot.
It also asks for a ruling that the multicounty requirement is unconstitutional based on the U.S.
Constitution’s First Amendment, guaranteeing freedom of speech, and the 14th Amendment,
guaranteeing equal protection and due process.
“We have a real shot at qualifying,” Eggers said. “I am hopeful this case will remove a barrier to
Nebraskans’ constitutional right to petition their government and help us put the issue to voters.”
A statement issued by the Secretary of State’s Office noted that the multicounty requirement has
been in place for more than 100 years. Evnen declined to comment on the suit, saying the state
attorney general will represent his office in responding to it.
According to the lawsuit, the multicounty requirement gives more power to voters in rural counties
while diluting the power of voters in more populous counties.
“The signature of a voter in a rural county on an initiative petition is more valuable because it goes
further in reaching the target of 5% of that county’s registered voters” in violation of the equal
protection clause, the suit said.
“Because of this voting imbalance, voters in rural areas can act as gatekeepers who prevent
otherwise valid initiatives from qualifying for placement on the ballot,” it said.
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In addition, the suit argues that the requirement impaired Eggers’ right to engage in core political
speech because it “dramatically compounds the complexity and cost of obtaining necessary
signatures to put an issue on the state ballot.”
The multicounty requirement is in addition to the requirement that petitions collect a certain
number of total signatures. Both requirements are in the Nebraska Constitution.
State Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, a campaign co-chair for the medical marijuana petition, said
that, to ensure petitions have support from across the state, the multicounty requirement could be
replaced with a requirement that petitions get a certain number of signatures from each
congressional district. Congressional districts have the same size of population.
But he also said it would not be good politics for a petition drive to focus signature-gathering efforts
solely in urban areas. He said signature-gathering across the state helps build support to pass the
measure if it makes the ballot.
The campaign to legalize medical marijuana is circulating two petitions for new laws, which requires
valid signatures from 7% of registered voters statewide. Based on May 3 voter registration figures,
that means each petition needs nearly 87,000 valid signatures by the deadline of July 7.
One petition would protect patients with serious health conditions from being arrested for
possessing and using limited amounts of marijuana when recommended by health care providers.
The second would create and regulate a system for producing and distributing cannabis for medical
purposes.
The Nebraska lawsuit comes more than 50 years after the U.S. Supreme Court determined a similar
Illinois multicounty requirement violated residents’ rights. Courts have struck down these
requirements in other states, including Idaho, Utah and Wyoming.
In 2014, U.S. District Judge Joseph Bataillon ruled that Nebraska’s requirement was unconstitutional
in a case brought by former Omaha businessman Kent Bernbeck. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Eight Circuit later overturned the decision on a procedural matter without ruling on the merits of the
case.
Bernbeck, a veteran petition organizer, argued in his case that the requirement dramatically
increases the time and travel costs to gather signatures.
The new lawsuit makes a similar argument. It says the multicounty requirement hinders petition
efforts by forcing the campaign to spread its limited resources across sparsely populated counties
where it takes longer to collect signatures than in areas with higher populations with the potential to
collect more signatures.
The push to legalize medical marijuana in Nebraska has encountered numerous obstacles in the last
few years.
In 2020, the campaign raised about $2.5 million and, despite the pandemic, secured more than
182,000 signatures. The petition had well above the number of signatures needed to put the issue
on the ballot, but it was disqualified by the Nebraska Supreme Court for containing more than one
subject.
This year, the petition drive has been short of funds after suffering the loss of two people who had
been expected to make a major contribution to the current legalization campaign. One of those
donors, who contributed to the group’s last effort, died in a plane crash. A second person was
diagnosed with terminal cancer.
Without the money for a traditional signature-gathering effort that relies heavily on paid circulators,
leaders of this year’s campaign announced plans to mobilize supporters for a grassroots volunteer
effort to collect signatures.
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Eggers said Monday that response to the announcement has been “phenomenal.” She said she
signed up more than 250 volunteers since the announcement. But she said more people are needed
to get the proposal across the finish line.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Lincoln hospitals dealing with shortage of medical
imaging dye


 
Hospitals and health care facilities have had to deal with numerous shortages at various times
caused by the coronavirus pandemic, including tests, personal protective equipment and even
workers.
But now, pandemic effects a world away are leading to an "unprecedented" shortage of a very
specific substance used in imaging.
A COVID-19 lockdown in China over the past several weeks has led to a shortage of intravenous
contrast dyes that are used in CT scans and some other imaging tests.
GE Healthcare, which is the main supplier of the dyes, said in a letter last month that its plant in
Shanghai was temporarily shut down because of the lockdown, leaving it short of supply and leading
to the need for rationing.
The company said last week that some production has restarted at the Shanghai plant and it also has
shifted some of the work to a plant in Ireland, but it does not expect to be back at full production
until late June.
That has health care facilities looking at ways to conserve their supplies and hoping they don't run
out.
"We're hoping that we can make it through the next two months," said Georgia Blobaum, director of
operations at Lincoln-based Advanced Medical Imaging.
Blobaum said the facility has not had to cancel or postpone any procedures yet, but its clinical
committee will be meeting soon to discuss the issue and what potential changes could be made to
conserve supplies.
She said some of the options that might be considered include using less contrast dye for some
tests, postponing nonemergency scans and doing more scans that don't require the contrast dye.
Blobaum said the company also is looking at finding other vendors.
"It's definitely put a huge burden on imaging as a whole for radiology and cardiology," she said.
So far, no other facilities in Lincoln have reported any concerns.
A spokesman for Bryan Health said it gets IV contrast dyes from multiple vendors and as of yet has
"not seen a disruption in our ability to perform these scans because of the shortage."
"Our team is working diligently with vendors to continue on this path and prevent an impact to our
patients," said Brad Colee, the Bryan spokesman.
A spokeswoman for CHI Health, which owns St. Elizabeth and Nebraska Heart Hospital in Lincoln,
said it is not currently experiencing supply issues with IV contrast dyes and "does not anticipate any
issues in the foreseeable future."
But Blobaum said she knows there are other facilities in the area having supply issues.
"We've already had offices and hospitals calling us to ask if they can borrow," she said.







By Matt Olberding
 


OWH Midlands Voice: Paid internships will turn the tide in
Nebraska’s ‘brain drain’ fight


 
The old saying might go, “it’s not the grades you make, it’s the hands you shake,” but in truth it takes
equal parts classroom experiences and professional connections to launch a career today.
While student academic achievement is the primary mission of every university, the importance of
building connections between students and prospective employers — primarily through internships
— is undeniable. But not all internships are created equal, and neither are the outcomes.
A recent study from the National Association of Colleges and Employers found that in 2021, students
who worked paid internships were nearly twice as likely to receive a job offer than those who didn’t
take on an internship at all. The study sends a very clear message: paid internships are the difference
between meaningful employment and underemployment.
This matters even more when according to UNO’s Center for Public Affairs Research, Nebraska has
lost 2,000 college educated people per year to other states over the last 10 years. To make matters
worse, 72% of those losses are from individuals between the ages of 20 to 29 years old. Added up
over time, the lost economic potential is staggering.
But why are paid internships so important? And what do paid internships have to do with young
people leaving the state?
Students from low-income backgrounds — who often need to work part- or full-time jobs to support
their academic journeys — quite literally cannot afford to work for free. At the University of
Nebraska at Omaha, nearly 80 percent of our student body are already employed full- or part-time in
addition to their coursework.
When we restrict who can gain meaningful work experience and build connections while in college
based on their economic background, two things happen.
First, low-income students who are unable to take on an unpaid internship are at a disadvantage in
the state’s job market, forcing them to look out of state for a career they can apply their degree to,
or remain underemployed in Nebraska.
Second, because employers place an emphasis on internships during their recruitment process, the
talent pool for them to pick from in our state shrinks, and those employers end up looking out of
state for talent. Both outcomes contribute directly to what is called “brain drain,” or the emigration
of high-skilled people from one state to another.
If we truly want to make a difference in our community and slow brain drain, universities in our state
must play a more active role in connecting our students with paid internships in their communities.
Similarly, as we attract talent from out of state, we must make an extra effort to retain those
students and keep them in our Omaha community.
Earlier this month we announced a groundbreaking partnership with nearly 50 Omaha-based
companies and non-profits called UNO Career Connect to close this gap. Through this program,
partner employers that include Fortune 500 companies, small businesses, and nonprofits pledge a
certain number of internship positions to UNO students.
For UNO students — especially the one-third of our student body that is Pell grant-eligible and the







roughly 25 percent that are Nebraska Promise eligible — it opens up new opportunities,
experiences, connections that they wouldn’t have had otherwise.
For employers, it provides a new level of access to the talent they need to move their businesses
forward. Most importantly, for our state, it keeps top talent in Nebraska, effectively turning the tide
against brain drain.
More than 1,800 UNO students received their diplomas during Spring 2022 Commencement
ceremonies on Friday at Baxter Arena. Each of these students and the thousands more who will
follow in the years ahead have an incredible amount of talent and love for their campus
communities.
The graduates that we fail to keep in Nebraska will be another state’s gain.
We owe it to our students and the future of our state to give them every opportunity to work, live,
grow, and make a difference right here in Nebraska.
Joanne Li, Ph.D., CFA, is the chancellor of the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
 


LJS Local View: Rebuilding trust in a trust


 
For 30 years, the Nebraska Environmental Trust has allocated Nebraska Lottery funds to worthy,
environmentally beneficial projects. However, in recent years, the trust’s grant process has become
mired in controversy.
In the last year or two, the trust board’s funding priorities have left many former grantees feeling
confused and frustrated. There were 118 grants submitted to the trust last year, and unprecedently
they scored 34 of these grants as ineligible. Of the 82 eligible grants, only 71 were funded and over
$3 million was left unallocated.
The latest funding cycle stands in stark contrast to how projects were typically funded. Historically,
only a few projects were denied funding, and no more than $200,000 remained unallocated each
year.
With the apparent shift in the funding practices of the trust, grants for conservation and recycling
services were particularly hard hit. Only four of 12 recycling projects even scored high enough to be
eligible for funding. Many of these essential recycling programs, such as “Recycling on the Go!” and
“Keep Alliance Beautiful,” rely heavily on the trust funding to maintain their important services.
Unfortunately, these programs, which have a track record of great success and have never been
denied funding in the numerous years that they have applied, were not given any money this
funding cycle.
Adding insult to injury was the lack of transparency in the new funding process. In unprecedented
fashion, those who had their grant applications denied were not given any feedback on why their
application was denied.
The altered funding priorities have many people feeling that the trust is failing to follow its original
mandate and is becoming beholden to outside influences.
The apparent shift in priorities is best illustrated by an infamous incident in 2020 where the trust
diverted funds from worthy recycling and conservation projects to fund questionable ethanol
blender pumps, a decision that was reversed after a lawsuit was filed to challenge the plan. This
example clearly illustrates that the trust has strayed from its original purpose, which was to
“conserve, enhance and restore the natural environments of Nebraska.”







The Nebraska Environmental Trust is funded directly by citizens who buy lottery tickets. This public
funding means the trust must be more transparent about its processes and funding priorities.
The trust scheduled a public meeting for May 19 to announce changes regarding its funding
practices. It’s my fervent hope that the original mission of the trust will be preserved. Recycling and
conservation efforts are a critical component in climate change strategies, and the trust must
continue to support these environmental needs.
However, if the trust board is contemplating a change in the long-standing funding priorities, it is
incumbent on the trust to openly declare its intentions, provide for public comments, and give the
Legislature an opportunity to decide whether the new funding priorities support the best interests of
the state.
Sen. John McCollister of Omaha represents District 20 in the Nebraska Legislature.
 


AP: BNSF tweaks attendance rules but unions still complain


 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — BNSF railroad is tweaking its strict new attendance policy that upset workers,
but the unions that challenged the rules since they took effect in February say the changes don’t go
far enough.
The railroad has told employees that starting next month it will make several small changes in the
formula it uses to determine whether workers are missing too many shifts.
The unions say the rules still do too much to encourage workers to show up when they are sick or
fatigued. They also argue the rules have contributed to more than 700 employees leaving the
railroad at a time when BNSF is struggling to hire.
BNSF’s two largest unions that represent nearly half the railroad’s 35,000 workers — the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, and the Transportation Division of the
International Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail, and Transportation union — have both been
fighting the policy since it was announced. A federal judge ruled earlier this year they couldn’t strike
over the issue so they are now trying to address their concerns through arbitration.
“BNSF Railway’s newly announced changes to its Hi-Viz attendance policy are little more than fluff,”
BLET President Dennis Pierce said. “Hi-Viz has been an abject failure. This unreasonable policy which
keeps locomotive engineers and other railroaders on call day after day, around the clock, has caused
hundreds of BNSF’s employees to quit and it has made recruitment of new employees a nightmare.”
The railroad has said the policy is helping make sure it has the workers it needs to operate its trains
available. BNSF said Monday that the railroad has actually seen an increase in the number of
vacation and personal days employees have taken since the policy took effect.
And the rules haven’t kept the railroad from hiring, which it has made a priority to help eliminate
widespread delays that shippers have been complaining about this spring.
“We currently have more train crew employees today than we did a year ago, coupled with a robust
2022 hiring plan that already has 300 new employees currently being trained,” BNSF said.
Under the new policy, engineers and conductors begin with 30 points, and then points are deducted
from that for absences, with the deductions ranging from two points to 25 points. A worker can earn
four points back by being available to work for 14 days in a row including weekends. An employee
would be disciplined when their points are exhausted.
Now the railroad plans to offer seven bonus points to workers who log the most hours in a month.
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Workers will also receive one extra point if they remain available to work right before or after
planned vacations, show up on holidays and other in-demand days or if they have to report to work
between Friday afternoon and midday Saturday.
The head of the Transportation Trades Department union coalition that includes BLET, SMART-TD
and several other rail unions said the tweaks BNSF is making don’t change the overall effect of the
policy because earning an extra point or two won’t offset provisions like the 15-point deduction for
being unable to work on a holiday.
“BNSF’s proposed changes to its Hi Viz attendance policy are unimpressive. These changes do
nothing to address the policy’s fundamental flaws,” said TTD President Greg Regan.
BNSF, which is based in Fort Worth, Texas, is one of the largest railroads in the United States, and it
operates 32,500 miles (52,300 kilometers) of track in 28 western states. It is owned by Warren
Buffett’s Omaha, Nebraska-based Berkshire Hathaway conglomerate, and dozens of railroad workers
recently demonstrated outside Berkshire’s annual meeting because of their concerns about the
attendance rules.
By Josh Funk
 


AP: US allows more baby formula imports to fight shortage


 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Under fire from parents and politicians, President Joe Biden’s administration
announced steps Monday to ease a nationwide shortage of baby formula, including reopening the
largest domestic manufacturing plant and increasing imports from overseas.
The Food and Drug Administration said it was streamlining its review process to make it easier for
foreign manufacturers to begin shipping formula to the U.S.
“We are hopeful this call to the global market will be answered and that international businesses will
rise to the occasion to assist in bolstering the supply of products,” said FDA Commissioner Robert
Califf, in a statement.
Califf said the U.S. will prioritize companies that can provide the largest shipments and quickly show
documentation that their formulas are safe and meet U.S. nutrition standards.
The imports announcement came shortly after regulators said they’d reached a deal to allow Abbott
Nutrition to restart its Sturgis, Michigan-based plant, which has been closed since February due to
contamination issues. The company must overhaul its safety protocols and procedures before
resuming production.
Neither step will have an immediate effect on tight supplies that have left many parents searching
for formula online or in food banks.
After getting the FDA’s OK, Abbott said it will take eight to ten weeks before new products begin
arriving in stores. The company didn’t set a timeline to restart manufacturing.
Getting imports into the U.S. supply chain could take several months, according to administration
officials. Even before the latest change FDA officials said imports of baby formula are already up
more than 300% from last year.
Monday's announcement was previewed last week by the White House, which has been leaning on
the FDA and formula makers to quickly find ways to alleviate the shortage. Outrage over the issue
has quickly snowballed and handed Republicans a fresh talking point to use against President Biden
ahead of November elections.
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The shortage stems from a February recall by Abbott that exacerbated ongoing supply chain
disruptions among formula makers, leaving fewer options on stores shelves across much of the
country. The shortage has led retailers like CVS and Walgreens to limit how many containers
customers can purchase per visit.
Abbott’s voluntary recall was triggered by four illnesses reported in babies who had consumed
powdered formula from the Michigan plant. All four infants were hospitalized with a rare type of
bacterial infection and two died.
After a six-week inspection, FDA investigators published a list of problems in March, including lax
safety and sanitary standards and a history of bacterial contamination in several parts of the plant.
Chicago-based Abbott has emphasized that its products have not been directly linked to the
bacterial infections in children. Samples of the bacteria found at its plant did not match the strains
collected from the babies by federal investigators. The company has repeatedly stated it is ready to
resume manufacturing, pending an FDA decision.
Former FDA officials say fixing the type of problems uncovered at Abbott’s plant takes time, and
infant formula facilities receive more scrutiny than other food facilities. Companies need to
exhaustively clean the facility and equipment, retrain staff, repeatedly test and document there is no
contamination.
As part of the FDA's new import policy, regulators said companies would need to provide
documentation of their factory's inspections.
Pediatricians say baby formulas produced in Canada and Europe are roughly equivalent to those in
the U.S. But traditionally, 98% of the infant formula supply in the U.S. is made domestically.
Companies seeking to enter the U.S. face several major hurdles, including rigorous research and
manufacturing standards imposed by the FDA.
San Diego father Steven Hyde has faced heart-wrenching challenges finding formula for his medical
fragile daughter, who was on an Abbott formula but has had to switch with the recall and
subsequent shortages in other brands.
Zoie Hyde was born 19 months ago with no kidneys, a rare life-threatening condition that requires
dialysis and a feeding tube until she weighs enough for a kidney transplant.
Hyde said he used an organic brand from overseas until costs and customs hurdles made that too
difficult. Friends and strangers from out of state have sent him other brands, but each time she
switches requires more blood tests and monitoring, Davis said.
Despite her challenges, Zoie is walking, talking and “doing pretty good’’ on other developmental
milestones, Davis said.
“She’s a shining light in my life,’’ he said.
 
 
 
Very Respectfully,
 
Andrew Shelburn
Digital Communications Manager


 
Office of Governor Pete Ricketts
CELL  402-890-2467
Andrew.shelburn@nebraska.gov



mailto:Andrew.shelburn@nebraska.gov





governor.nebraska.gov | Facebook | Twitter
 



http://www.governor.nebraska.gov/

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGovernorPeteRicketts&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cedcd40b4332149b8e60608da3805791e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883893441002479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lH1uruZQScMR4qVBcri7PEUaVNLk216iXsMnngiY6tQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FGovRicketts&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cedcd40b4332149b8e60608da3805791e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637883893441002479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ke0TkNvUw0fPS84tAiEhzlGRjjpKLYVSuCedOQpR5Sw%3D&reserved=0






From: Kopsa, Ryan
To: Kopsa, Ryan
Cc: Pinkerman, Justin; Maher, Eric
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 5-27-20
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 8:44:34 AM
Attachments: image001.png


 
TV and Radio
10/11: Lancaster Event Center expects to host high school rodeo finals
NET: Driver Testing To Resume, Seniors To Get License Extensions
NET: Views Differ On Senators Participating Remotely In Session During Pandemic
KETV: Nebraska gets 3 years worth of unemployment claims in two months
NTV: Crete sees surge of COVID cases tied to Smithfield plant
 
Governor
OWH: Taking the test: Reporter tests negative, but TestNebraska still raising questions
OWH: Good news for Nebraska teens seeking driver's licenses: Driving tests resume today at some
offices
LJS: Coronavirus hospitalization eases in Omaha, stable in Lincoln
AP: Omaha-area hospitals see another uptick in virus patients
OWH: Colleagues express care, concern for Nebraska state senator hospitalized with COVID-19
NP Telegraph: Nearly normal holiday at Lake McConaughy
Norfolk DN: New report gives Nebraska, Iowa governors highest grades for balancing safety, economy
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Douglas County records another 291 cases of COVID-19
OWH: Ninth resident dies at Life Care Center of Elkhorn nursing facility
OWH: 19 more workers at Costco chicken plant in Fremont test positive for coronavirus
OWH: Another Nebraska prison worker tests positive for COVID-19
OWH: Sheriff's deputies find 'most egregious violation' of coronavirus rules at Surfside Club
OWH: Nebraska VA med clinics take first small steps toward normal operations
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University
OWH: Nebraska's state colleges, Creighton plan to complete fall term by Thanksgiving
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Lawsuit: Migrant workers hired to detassel in Nebraska faced substandard conditions
AP: Worker shortage concerns loom in immigrant-heavy meatpacking
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Law enforcement coordination vital for finding missing Native American youths
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Our changed reality
2.       Health security for all is vital
3.       Get the facts on mail-in voting
4.       So much overreaction to Sasse
5.       Fremont alum’s comment
6.       Biblical message
7.       Plowshares into swords
8.       It’s in the Bible


LJS Editorial, 5/27: Union Bank, Lopez making city stronger
LJS Local View: Meat-processing workers deserve better
LJS Letters


1.       Sasse wrong on psychologists
2.       Sasse doesn't understand state


 
National/Federal
AP: Iowa casinos can reopen, evictions and large events can resume June 1, Gov. Kim Reynolds says
Bloomberg: The drug remdesivir seems to help mostly those who aren't the sickest
AP: Congress considers next pandemic move
 


OWH: Taking the test: Reporter tests negative, but TestNebraska still raising questions
 
“Mask down, chin up — this is going to be uncomfortable,” said the man behind the clear, plastic face
shield and full-length medical gown.
The white Q-tip-like swab in his hand looked much longer than I expected as he quickly eased it up my
nose.
“There we go,” he said as it hit the top of my nostril, raising me upward in the seat of my pickup.
So went a reporter’s COVID-19 test as administered inside a huge, white tent set up in the parking lot of
Omaha’s sports arena, the CHI Health Center.
It was quick and, yes, quite uncomfortable. But I felt it was important to know if the mild symptoms I had
— scratchy throat and tiredness — were the result of seasonal allergies and a rise-before-dawn puppy or
COVID-19.
But why, I wondered, had I been picked for a coronavirus test, and not someone else who had serious
symptoms of the infection, or was at higher risk for catching it?
* * *
That’s a question more than one person has asked after being selected for a test through Nebraska’s $27
million testing program called TestNebraska.
And the question is just one of several raised about the program, the result of a no-bid contract signed a
month ago with four Utah high-tech firms.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, whose administration signed the contract, has insisted more than once that he’s







satisfied with the performance of TestNebraska, even though it has, so far, fallen far short of its stated
numerical goals for COVID-19 tests — an average of 500 tests per day, per mobile testing site. Another
goal: ramp up to 3,000 tests per day at six mobile test sites.
On Thursday, four TestNebraska sites swabbed 1,155 tests, or fewer than 300 tests per day at the four
sites. That is about the number of daily tests the Ricketts administration has been reporting over the
past two weeks.
“We knew it was going to take time to ramp this,” Ricketts said Friday, comparing TestNebraska — which
began administering testing on May 4 — to a “startup business.”
“You find out things you can improve upon, and that’s what we’ve been doing. When we find something
we can do a better job on, we fix it,” he said.
“The fact of the matter is we are testing more people because of TestNebraska.com,” the Republican
governor said. “You cannot dispute that at all. We’re doing more testing, which is a good thing. People
should be happy about that.”
As of Friday, nearly 148,000 Nebraskans have signed up for testing, and about 21,000 have received tests
through TestNebraska. It has allowed the state to double the rate of testing during May, according to the
governor.
Both publicly and privately, however, some state lawmakers, readers and medical professionals question
whether TestNebraska can deliver its ambitious goal of delivering 540,000 COVID-19 tests within a year.
Others wonder about the quality and accuracy of the tests delivered by the Utah group, and whether
enough information about the program is being shared.
So The World-Herald posed several questions to the Governor’s Office. Not all elicited immediate
answers — such as how many tests per day have been done every day by TestNebraska, how many
showed “positive” for the virus and how many were inconclusive — though most did receive responses
(unless otherwise indicated, the answers below are from the governor’s spokesman, Taylor Gage).
What will it take for TestNebraska to reach its goal? More lab workers? Better lab performance?
More people signing up? More personnel at the test sites?
“Yes, to all of those things,” said the governor, who has made “process improvement” a major theme of
his administration.
More people need to sign up so they can be processed, and six testing teams need to be organized. “No
shows” have been a problem, with between 10% and 20% of those scheduled for testings not showing
up.
Personnel is not an issue (CHI Health employees administer the tests at Omaha and Lincoln, with
National Guard medics and nurses pulling that duty elsewhere). But more people are being scheduled to
address the no-show problem.
Will the program meet its goal of 3,000 tests per day by the end of the month?
The key word here is “goal.” We are working tirelessly and aggressively to do that. We are proud that we
were able to set up a certified lab in less than a week. That can take months. And the state got 200,000
test kits well ahead of schedule.
The test site in Omaha has consistently tested 500 to 600 since May 11, but it’s hard to get 500 people at
a test site per day in a rural area. But we need to test there, too.
How accurate are these tests?
The tests, developed by Co-Diagnostics and the medical device company ATL Technologies, have a
sensitivity rate of 95%, which means that 5% of those tested got a false “negative” result, when they
really had the virus. (The accepted standard is 95%). The specificity rate (which describes how accurate a
test is at avoiding false “positive” test results) is 94%.
(The Governor’s Office did not provide the actual validation test documents, as requested, but offered to
allow a reporter a later interview with CHI Health officials, who run the lab, and officials at the Nebraska
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Public Health Lab, who have been consulting with TestNebraska to ensure that they meet lab standards
for testing.)
Have any test samples, which must be kept cool in transit, spoiled or been rendered useless?
Only 10 so far. Patients were promptly informed to take another test.
Why test someone who has mild symptoms and is younger than 65 years old when others might need
a test more?
The priority for testing is those who have COVID-19 symptoms or have been in close contact with
someone who is positive, as well as those who are in high-risk groups (age 65 and over) or work in health
care, law enforcement or meatpacking or are first responders.
Anyone who meets those qualifications can get tested, if test slots are available. People must sign up
at TestNebraska.com and fill out emailed assessments asking about symptoms.
Why not send TestNebraska to hot spots, like hard-hit nursing homes and meatpacking plants? Several
people were turned away at South Omaha’s One World public health clinic on May 17, for instance, after
test kits ran out at 300.
The Nebraska Public Health Lab has been deployed to such hot spots, according to Dr. Peter Iwen, the
director of that lab, which is under the wing of the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
The public lab can return results within 24 hours, and has a capacity to do 300 to 400 tests a day.
TestNebraska, by comparison, has a stated turnaround time of 72 hours, though the governor said
recently that tests were coming back in under 48 hours.
The Public Health Lab, which recently increased from four to five employees, has been working seven
days a week, sometimes 12 to 14 hours a day, to keep up, Iwen said.
Ricketts said Friday that TestNebraska sites have been set up at hard-hit meatpacking towns, such as
Grand Island and Schuyler. TestNebraska is able to do a higher volume of tests because patients sign up
beforehand. Testing at One World was first-come, first-serve.
The governor said the goal is to provide more than one option for testing, because people aren’t always
comfortable with a certain testing procedure or site.
Has anyone been tested twice?
Yes, 108 people have received more than one test as of Friday. They were selected on the criteria of
showing symptoms.
What, exactly, has been learned?
TestNebraska has helped dramatically expand access to testing, and is allowing the testing of some
asymptomatic people who may be carrying the virus.
* * *
How was my experience with TestNebraska?
I gotta say, it was overall a good one, though I’ve heard from many people who’ve had test results
delayed or who wonder why they got picked for testing instead of someone in more serious need.
I even talked to one physician who sees COVID-19 patients who was initially, and wrongly, denied a test.
A software problem was fixed, and she was later able to be tested.
In my case, I honestly answered the emailed assessment that yes, I had some symptoms. But the quiz
didn’t ask if I thought they were linked to COVID-19 or to a new puppy that gets me up before sunrise or
to seasonal allergies.
Still, as a reporter, I wanted to see firsthand how the testing was done, and if results could be returned
within 48 hours, which was the initially stated goal.
I was tested on Saturday, May 9, arriving about 15 minutes early for my appointment, which was the first
slot available that morning. Checking in and being tested took only a couple of minutes — less than the
“5 minutes” the governor has mentioned.
Two and a half days later, on the night of May 11, an email told me my results were in. “Negative,” the
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email said.
That provided some peace of mind that I wasn’t spreading the disease unknowingly, and helped me
understand the medical meaning of the term “uncomfortable.”
But that relief is only temporary. It only showed I was negative at that moment — the virus is still out
there, and ready to hitch a ride in my nose and lungs.
So my masks and hand sanitizer aren’t going away any time soon.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Good news for Nebraska teens seeking driver's licenses: Driving tests resume today at
some offices
 
LINCOLN — State officials delivered good news Tuesday for teenage Nebraska drivers.
The Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles will start offering driving tests again as of Wednesday. The
tests will be available at the Omaha DMV stations, as well as 29 other counties where offices are open.
But Rhonda Lahm, the agency director, said the tests will not be available where county government
offices remain closed to the public, including Lancaster County. The department uses locally controlled
space for its services in most counties.
The agency stopped providing driving tests in March as part of the state’s effort to slow the spread of
the coronavirus. The decision particularly affected teenagers hoping to get their first driver’s licenses.
Most others had the option to renew their licenses online.
“It was disappointing for a few, especially our teenagers,” Lahm said.
To reduce risks of infection, people being tested will be required to wear face coverings during the
driving tests, she said. Testers will be provided with protective equipment.
Lahm said the department is taking steps to address the backlog of people needing to take driving tests.
Operating hours have been lengthened where possible, while temporary staff are being hired and
existing staff reassigned.
She said she doesn’t know what the backlog may be but noted that the Omaha offices averaged about
50 such tests per day.
Also on Tuesday, Gov. Pete Ricketts announced that he had signed an executive order giving an
automatic one-year license extension for drivers age 72 and older. The order applies to driver’s licenses
that expired or are set to expire between March 1 and Dec. 31 this year.
Ricketts said the change was made so that older Nebraskans, who are greater risk from the coronavirus,
would not have to stand in line.
Lahm said she does not believe the extension increases safety concerns. It does not change a process
through which residents can report people who are no longer able to drive safely. Department officials
can ask people, based on those reports, to come in for a driving reexamination.
Among other topics at the governor’s daily coronavirus briefing:
Hospital capacity
State officials remain in close contact with Omaha-area hospital systems to monitor how well the
hospitals are handling the numbers of coronavirus cases. Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief medical
officer, said hospital officials so far report that they are able to manage.
He said the number of patients with COVID-19 in metro-area hospitals has been stable over the past
week. But only 24% of intensive care unit beds were available as of Tuesday. That’s lower than the 30%
level that Ricketts had used when deciding whether a hospital could start offering elective surgeries.
The governor has repeatedly said his goal during the pandemic is to avoid overwhelming the health care
system. He has not said how the state measures whether the system is getting overwhelmed.
Anthone said he and the hospital officials have been discussing what level of availability for hospital







beds, intensive care beds and ventilators would signal a problem. He noted that patients could be
transferred to Lincoln hospitals if necessary.
Memorial Day
Ricketts said he was not aware of any weekend activities in Nebraska that violated the state’s current
health directives, unlike some states where crowds of people gathered at pools and beaches. Rainy, cool
weather may have helped discourage large outdoor gatherings.
Cloth masks
Nebraska Impact has collected about 1,200 cloth face masks, or nearly half of its 2,500-mask goal,
Ricketts said. The group, which promotes volunteerism and economic development, plans to distribute
masks to vulnerable people in hard-hit Nebraska communities.
Ricketts encouraged people to send masks to: Nebraska Impact, 201 N. Eighth St., Suite 215, Lincoln, NE
68508, or arrange for pickup by emailing masks@neimpact.org.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Coronavirus hospitalization eases in Omaha, stable in Lincoln
 
The recent increase in coronavirus patients in Omaha hospitals has stabilized, at least for now, easing
some concerns expressed last week about the rising numbers and their impact on the Douglas County
health care system.
Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said he remains "in close contact" with hospital
officials, "and everybody feels they are managing the situation without any issue."
In Omaha, "it's more of an ICU (intensive care unit) availability issue," he said.
Meanwhile, conditions in the hospital system in Lincoln remain "very, very stable," he said.
Anthone offered those assessments in answer to questions raised at Gov. Pete Ricketts' daily coronavirus
news briefing Tuesday.
Contacts and conversations with hospital officials are ongoing, the governor said, as the state reacts to
the increase in coronavirus cases in Nebraska's most-populous county.
Answering other questions on the day after a Memorial Day holiday that saw some Americans crowding
together in large numbers, ignoring social-distancing standards and not wearing masks at a variety of
celebrations across the country, Ricketts said he was not aware of any such activities in Nebraska.
Gatherings of more than 10 people are still prohibited in the state until the end of May, when a new
directive will take effect allowing gatherings of up to 25 people through the month of June.
"I'm not aware of any incidents or violations" of the 10-person rule on Memorial Day, Ricketts said. That
limit is accompanied by a directive to try to maintain at least 6 feet of physical distancing between
people.
"People have been willing to accommodate" those limits and restrictions in a citizen effort to curtail the
spread of the virus, he said.
Ricketts said he would hope that Nebraskans would encourage one another to adhere to those
standards "if you see somebody who could do a better job."
"If you need somebody else" to help, he suggested, they could "contact the mayor."
Meanwhile, the governor said Nebraska continues to ramp up its testing to identify people who may
have been infected with the virus and begin the task of reaching out to others who may have been in
close contact with someone who has been diagnosed positive so they, in turn, can be informed and
isolate themselves.
Ricketts has set a goal of 3,000 tests per day.
The number of coronavirus deaths in Nebraska now stands at 153, with a disproportionate number being
elderly residents of long-term care facilities. 
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Confirmed cases statewide climbed to 12,619 on Tuesday, but new cases numbered fewer than 300 for
the fourth of five days.
Anthone said the number of beds available in Douglas County hospitals has stabilized, while the number
of available beds in intensive care units has actually increased by 3%.
The number of available ventilators "does not seem to be an issue" at all, he said.
In Lancaster County, Anthone said, hospital beds, ICU beds and ventilators are readily available.
Hospitals in Nebraska have "all agreed to cooperate," he said, and that means Omaha hospitals can "use
Lincoln capacity if necessary" to meet their needs.
"We have had great cooperation within and between (hospital) systems," Anthone said. "And they all
provide excellent care."
Ricketts said 46% of hospital beds, 43% of ICU beds and 77% of ventilators are currently available
statewide.
The governor said he has no personal knowledge of the condition of Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus, who
is hospitalized at Nebraska Medicine in Omaha after being diagnosed with the coronavirus.
"I've been praying for him and his family," Ricketts said.
On Thursday, the governor said, he will participate in what will be the last in a series of weekly
coronavirus town hall telecasts on NET. The hour-long event begins at 8:30 p.m. 
By Don Walton
 


AP: Omaha-area hospitals see another uptick in virus patients
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Omaha-area hospitals have reported another uptick in coronavirus patients but
local health officials are still managing the caseload without any issues, the state’s top doctor said
Tuesday.
Nebraska Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Gary Anthone, said Douglas County’s hospitals are treating 135
patients, up from 122 last week. But Anthone said the increase hasn’t had much impact on the
availability of hospital beds or ventilators.
“Everyone feels like they’re able to handle the situation,” he said at the governor’s news conference.
Among the new coronavirus patients is state Sen. Mike Moser, of Columbus, who is receiving care at
Nebraska Medical Center. Gov. Pete Ricketts said Tuesday that he was “praying for (Moser) and his
family as he goes through this recovery process.”
Moser, 68, was elected to the Nebraska Legislature in 2018. The Columbus music store owner previously
served as the city’s mayor from 2004-2016. In an April letter to his constituents, Moser said he
supported the “tough, but necessary” decision to postpone the legislative session because of the
pandemic.
Lawmakers suspended their session in late March but are expected to return July 20 to finish the
remaining scheduled days.
Another state lawmaker, Sen. Tony Vargas, of Omaha, announced last month that his 72-year-old father
had died in New York after contracting the virus.
Nebraska reported 221 new cases as of Sunday night, bringing the statewide total to 12,355. The largest
number is in Omaha’s Douglas County, with 3,186 known cases. Among whose who tested positive for
the coronavirus, 150 have died.
The actual number of infections is thought to be far higher because many people have not been tested
and studies suggest that people can be infected without feeling sick.
Statewide, 46% of Nebraska’s hospital beds, 43% of intensive care unit beds and 77% of ventilators are
available, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
Those numbers drop in Douglas County. Anthone said 29% of hospital beds, 24% of intensive care unit
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beds and 59% of ventilators are available.
The numbers come as Ricketts prepares to further loosen Nebraska’s social-distancing restrictions in
June, arguing that the state has kept the virus from overwhelming Nebraska’s hospitals.
For some infected people, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, the virus can
cause severe illness or death. But for most people, it causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever
and cough, that clear up in two to three weeks.
By Grant Schulte
 


OWH: Colleagues express care, concern for Nebraska state senator hospitalized with COVID-
19
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts expressed hope Tuesday that State Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus would
have a “full and complete” recovery from his hospitalization with coronavirus.
“I’ve been praying for him and for his family,” the governor said, during his daily press briefing.
Moser, 68, is receiving care at the Nebraska Medical Center for COVID-19, the disease caused by the
coronavirus, according to a fellow senator.
His illness prompted messages of care and concern from colleagues in the Legislature and in Columbus.
In a Tuesday tweet, Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln said: “All of my thoughts are with my colleague
Senator Mike Moser and his family for a quick and speedy recovery from COVID.”
Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango said he was “very concerned” about Moser, who is a member of the
Natural Resources Committee that Hughes chairs. Moser also is on the Agriculture and General Affairs
committees.
Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce President Jeanne Schieffer said she had read reports about
Moser’s hospitalization but did not have personal knowledge in regard to the senator’s health.
“The chamber and our board of directors respect the senator’s privacy, but if true, we wish him a speedy
recovery,” Schieffer said.
Some folks left Moser well-wishes on his personal Facebook page.
“Mike, you are in our prayers. Be healed in the name of Jesus! Love you guys,” wrote Allen and Connie
Newberg-Woodworth, of Cascade, Colorado.
“Get well soon Mike!” wrote Bill Haack of York.
Moser, a moderate Republican, was elected to the Legislature two years ago with the support of his
predecessor, Paul Schumacher. The two have been friends since being on the same the debate team at
Platte Junior College, now Central Community College, in Columbus.
Schumacher said he does not have any updates about Moser but felt “pretty bad” for him.
Previously, Moser spent 12 years as mayor of Columbus. The city’s current mayor, James Bulkley,
referred comment to the family, who could not be reached.
Moser has owned the Columbus Music Company for 43 years and plays guitar with a local band. He also
has taught community education computer classes at Central Community College.
He is married and has three children, Maria, Anne and Michelle.
By Martha Stoddard
 


NP Telegraph: Nearly normal holiday at Lake McConaughy
 
Thanks to Gov. Pete Ricketts’ latest relaxation of COVID-19 health restrictions, Memorial Day weekend
looked something close to normal at Nebraska’s largest lake.
Steve Purol, a staff assistant at the Lake McConaughy Visitor Center, estimated Tuesday that the lake
near Ogallala drew 75% to 80% of its typical 75,000 visitors for the three-day holiday weekend.
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“According to people I talked to, it was quite full” even with limited camping and a ban on swimming due
to COVID-19, Purol said.
“There were a lot of boats out fishing,” he added. “The weather was uncooperative a few times, but we
had generally good skies, good weather, and it seemed like everyone had a good time.”
McConaughy’s visitors included many from neighboring Colorado, Purol said, a fact unremarkable most
years but more uncertain in 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In announcing his second revised “directed health measure” effective June 1, Ricketts said Nebraskans
visiting adjacent states over Memorial Day wouldn’t be required to quarantine upon returning home.
Coloradoans, however, were still being advised to travel no more than 10 miles from home “and avoid
very popular or crowded locations where social distancing may be difficult,” according to that state’s
website.
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission currently is limiting RV camping, not allowing tent camping
and requiring a 25-foot distance between campsites at its park venues.
Several “day use” sites remained open at McConaughy and smaller Lake Ogallala. The “little lake” below
Kingsley was “really packed with RVs,” Purol said.
Holiday weekend reports from the Keith County Sheriff’s Office indicated little of the rowdiness of past
holiday weekends and led Game and Parks in January to propose major cutbacks in camping access at
McConaughy.
That plan was shelved after hundreds from western Nebraska, eastern Wyoming and northeast Colorado
protested at a January open house at the Lake Mac visitor center.
The commission voted in March to ban both alcohol possession and consumption on land it controls at
both lakes.
The Crystal Palace Revue at Front Street, which has opened many years on Memorial Day weekend, will
launch its 57th season June 3, according to the attraction’s Facebook page.
Front Street, Ogallala’s homage to its 1874-85 cattle-drive era as the “End of the Texas Trail,” debuted
Nebraska’s longest-running summer stock show on Aug. 7, 1964.
By Todd Von Kampen
 


Norfolk DN: New report gives Nebraska, Iowa governors highest grades for balancing safety,
economy
 
Those who choose to run for and be elected to office — especially high-profile positions — know that
they will be subjected to criticism.
That’s always been true, but perhaps especially so in recent years as a sense of hyperpartisanship has
overtaken the country at times.
Combine that with a global pandemic the likes of which hasn’t been seen since early in the 20th century,
and there’s the greater potential — and likelihood — of elected officials being subjected to the ire of
critics.
President Donald Trump, obviously, has been the target of much of that, but the nation’s governors
haven’t escaped scrutiny either.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts has been especially criticized by state lawmakers, most frequently those of
the Democratic Party.
Criticism has come, for example, in regard to health directives, the lack of COVID-19 testing and,
conversely, the particulars of an effort to get more testing done.
So it seems only fair and proper to share a recent report by a free-market group in existence since the
Ronald Reagan administration that focused on how America’s governors are handling the coronavirus
crisis and its impact on the economy. The Committee to Unleash Prosperity was created by economists







Art Laffer and Stephen Moore, along with publisher Steve Forbes, and espouses a pro-business
approach.
It’s worth noting that the report’s highest scores went to Govs. Jared Polis of Colorado, Ron DeSantis of
Florida, Brian Kemp of Georgia, Kim Reynolds of Iowa, Kevin Stitt of Oklahoma, Kristi Noem of South
Dakota, Bill Lee of Tennessee, Mark Gordon of Wyoming — and Gov. Ricketts.
Mr. Moore — one of the report’s authors — said one of the reasons for the report was “our analysis
shows quite clearly that the states that open up the soonest and the safest … will have much swifter and
stronger recoveries than states that stay closed.”
The report considered the severity of the coronavirus in each state and the need to keep citizens safe
and healthy but also assessed “how measured or damaging their actions have been with respect to
safeguarding their economies.”
The study measured lockdown orders, business closures, hospital and outdoor activity orders, and the
degree of punitive actions on enforcing these measures.
A perspective offered by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds was highlighted in the report, and it bears worth
repeating: “The reality is we can’t stop the coronavirus, it’s going to remain in our communities until we
have a vaccine available. So, we have to learn to live with it without letting it govern our lives.”
That’s been the mindset of Gov. Ricketts, too, as he has introduced a gradual loosening of restrictions on
the state, including businesses. We’re glad he’s taken that route, and we’re pleased he’s received some
praise for it, too.
 


OWH: Douglas County records another 291 cases of COVID-19
 
Douglas County added 291 new COVID-19 cases during the Memorial Day weekend, bringing the
county’s total to 3,355 throughout the coronavirus outbreak.
Those people would have been exposed to the virus weeks ago.
Statewide, an additional 264 positive cases were reported Tuesday, bringing the Nebraska total to
12,619. Another three deaths were reported for a total of 153.
Among the new deaths in Nebraska was an individual in Lancaster County. Total cases in Lancaster
County grew by seven on Tuesday for a total of 1,097.
In Douglas County, 8% of people who tested positive are hospitalized, and 30 people with COVID-19 have
died, according to the most recent Douglas County figures.
Hospitalizations in the Omaha area fell since Friday from 210 people with confirmed or suspected cases
to 183 through Monday, according to the Douglas County Health Department. But the number of
confirmed COVID-19 patients on a ventilator grew from 41 to 46.
One potentially encouraging sign: The most recent tests this week came back positive at a rate of 7.9%,
according to the county, reflecting another step down for the time being. In late April and early May,
about 23% of tests were positive, and the figure was about 12% last week.
Also Monday, the Winnebago Comprehensive Healthcare System reported one more COVID-19 case in
Winnebago, bringing the total to 14 cases on the Winnebago Reservation.
Across the Missouri River in Iowa, Pottawattamie County reported another death and 16 more cases of
COVID-19. A man over age 80 and with preexisting health conditions has become the county’s seventh
death. The new cases are: 10 people from Council Bluffs, three from Underwood, two from Carter Lake
and one from Walnut. Three of those infected are under age 17. So far, 243 residents of Pottawattamie
County have tested positive.
By Jeffrey Robb
 


OWH: Ninth resident dies at Life Care Center of Elkhorn nursing facility







 
The Life Care Center of Elkhorn reported another resident death — the ninth in less than two weeks
presumed to be coronavirus- related — on Tuesday.
The long-term care center in west Omaha has been consumed by a coronavirus outbreak that’s sickened
residents and staff since the end of April.
Of the 79 total residents who have been tested for the coronavirus, 68 have tested positive. Thirty out of
140 staff members have become infected with COVID-19, although officials said more staff have been
returning to work over the last several days, an encouraging sign.
The facility did not report the age or gender of the latest victim.
“Our nurses and staff are giving heroic efforts to provide the best care possible in the face of this novel
coronavirus,” a statement from the facility said.
By Erin Duffy
 


OWH: 19 more workers at Costco chicken plant in Fremont test positive for coronavirus
 
Over the last week, an additional 19 workers have tested positive for COVID-19 at the Fremont plant that
supplies rotisserie chickens and other cuts of meat to Costco stores.
A total of 73 Lincoln Premium Poultry workers have tested positive since the plant reported its first
known coronavirus case in mid-April. One worker died, the company announced in early May.
Another 103 workers have tested negative. The plant employs roughly 1,100 people and is one of many
meatpacking plants dealing with coronavirus outbreaks.
Last week, Nebraska officials said infections among meatpackers made up roughly one-quarter of all
confirmed coronavirus cases in Nebraska, with 2,601 workers testing positive and eight who have died.
“As the virus continues to be prevalent in our communities, we know we will continue to have cases
each week,” said Jessica Kolterman, a spokeswoman for Lincoln Premium Poultry. “We continue to keep
the curve flat within our facilities and have seen 50 team members return to work. That’s encouraging
for all of us.”
By Erin Duffy
 


OWH: Another Nebraska prison worker tests positive for COVID-19
 
Another worker in the Nebraska prison system has tested positive for the coronavirus.
The worker is employed at the Lincoln Correctional Center and is self-isolating at home, according to
Scott Frakes, director of Nebraska Department of Corrections.
This is the 11th employee of the prison system to test positive.
 


OWH: Sheriff's deputies find 'most egregious violation' of coronavirus rules at Surfside Club
 
The party was in full swing Saturday night at the Surfside Club when Douglas County sheriff’s deputies
arrived.
Live music, booze, dancing, crowds.
Sheriff’s Capt. Wayne Hudson described it as “the most egregious violation” of the state’s directed
health measures that he’s seen.
Here are some of the coronavirus violations he said he and deputies saw:


·         The band Taxi Driver was performing, even though large gatherings like concerts are
banned. (Deputies arrived about 8 p.m.; Taxi Driver’s advertised start time was 5 p.m.)


·         People in the outdoor area were drinking but not eating. Alcohol is permitted only while served
with a sit-down meal.
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·         People were at the bar, which is prohibited.
·         Large groups were crowded around tables. Seating is limited to six per table under the state’s


coronavirus rules.
·         An estimated 300 patrons were scattered across the popular, indoor-outdoor venue north of


Omaha along the Missouri River. With a rated capacity of 350 and state COVID-19 restrictions
limiting crowds to 50% of capacity, no more than 175 people should have been there.


When told of the violations observed by the deputies, and the fact that people were drinking without
eating, Hudson said the owner offered to buy everyone in the crowd corn fritters.
“We said, ‘No, that’s not going to be allowed,’ ” Hudson said.
Representatives of Surfside and Taxi Driver could not be reached for comment Tuesday evening. Surfside
had initially advertised Taxi Driver’s performance on Facebook as a “band practice,” but then promoted
the music and club as a destination for boaters taking advantage of Saturday’s good weather and the
newly reopened, nearby N.P. Dodge Marina.
“He knew the rules,” Hudson said of Surfside’s owner. “He told me the (rules) were hurting his business.”
Surfside, Hudson said the owner told him, is a seasonal business and needed to capitalize on Saturday’s
nice weather in the middle of a rainy holiday weekend.
Hudson said he issued the owner a warning, in accordance with county policy. And he sent a tavern
report to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission, which will put an account of the incident on file.
“We’re going to do everything we can to not cite someone,” he said. “We’re going to give them time,
we’re going to talk to them to do what we can before we take enforcement action.”
Hudson said that as he and the owner were talking, someone went to the microphone at the club and
announced: “They’re telling us we have to close.”
“We didn’t tell them that,” Hudson said. “But that’s fine with us. They closed.”
The penalty for violating coronavirus restrictions is a $100 fine and a misdemeanor citation, Hudson said.
“We don’t want to spoil anybody’s fun,” Hudson said. “We understand the weather is nice and people
want to have fun. You just have to wait until the directed health measures say you can do these things.”
Beginning Monday, the rules will be loosened, allowing some concerts and for bars to reopen, with
restrictions. Hudson said the county is awaiting guidance on the loosened restrictions.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Nebraska VA med clinics take first small steps toward normal operations
 
VA clinics in Nebraska and western Iowa have begun inching toward a return to normal, pre-pandemic
operations, according to a video posted on social media over the Memorial Day weekend.
Smaller clinics in the VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System are now allowing four to five more
patients a day, Director B. Don Burman said in the video, which was posted Saturday on the system’s
Facebook page.
If this works out well, Burman said, larger clinics — including the VA Medical Center — will follow suit.
“We’re going to begin slowly — and I want to emphasize the word ‘slowly’ — open up our services for
folks that need to come to the medical center,” Burman said.
The first clinics to see more patients are in Holdrege, Norfolk and North Platte, Nebraska, and
Shenandoah, Iowa, said Kevin Hynes, a VA spokesman. The main hospital in Omaha, as well as larger
clinics in Bellevue and Lincoln, will follow. So will the facility in Grand Island, which is in an area
particularly hard-hit by cases of COVID-19.
“It may be a couple of weeks before we really see an increase,” Burman said. “We’re going to be a little
more methodical to ensure that we keep you safe.”
As of Tuesday, the VA Nebraska-Western Iowa System had reported 115 confirmed COVID-19 cases
among veterans and 14 deaths, according to a tracker on the VA’s national website, accesstocare.va.gov.
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That is more deaths than were recorded combined in the rest of Iowa (6), South Dakota (2), Kansas (1)
and Wyoming (0), and also more than in such large VA health care systems as Los Angeles and San Diego.
Seventy-seven Nebraska-Western Iowa patients have recovered, while 24 are still being treated,
according to the website. Three VA employees reportedly tested positive.
Nationally, the VA lists 13,347 known positive cases among veterans, and 1,133 deaths.
In his video, Burman said veterans visiting clinics in Nebraska and western Iowa will still be required to
wear masks. If they don’t have one, a mask will be provided.
“We’re making sure you’re not in a position where you’re picking up a virus because we didn’t do our
job,” he said. “And we’re going to ask you don’t bring one here, which will get us sick, and then we can’t
do our job.”
Burman said one imminent change at the Omaha VA hospital will be in parking. Employees lately have
been parking in lots near the building, but they will shortly be returned to a remote parking lot and asked
to use a shuttle bus.
That will open some additional spaces near the building for veterans, Burman said.
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH: Nebraska's state colleges, Creighton plan to complete fall term by Thanksgiving
 
Nebraska’s state colleges in Wayne, Peru and Chadron will change their fall schedule substantially.
Creighton University has already announced similar changes. The University of Nebraska system hasn’t
made such changes in its fall schedule but is considering the possibility.
Each of these schools — Creighton, the state colleges and the NU system — anticipates a return to
campus for fall term after months of providing classes online because of the coronavirus pandemic.
The Nebraska State College System announced Tuesday that fall semester will start a week early, on Aug
17, and final tests will conclude just before Thanksgiving Day.
The state college system will add a short December term expected to go from Nov. 30 to Dec. 18. The
December term, offered on a trial basis, would enable students to take remedial courses, or find jobs or
internships during that time.
Paul Turman, chancellor of the state college system, said the revamped schedule also will eliminate the
return to campus in late November from Thanksgiving break. This will reduce the chances that people
could travel over the break and bring the coronavirus back to campus, Turman said.
Creighton will start classes on Aug. 17 as well and complete the term just before Thanksgiving.
The state college system said each of its three schools will work through the details individually.
By Rick Ruggles
 


LJS: Lawsuit: Migrant workers hired to detassel in Nebraska faced substandard conditions
 
Thirteen migrant workers recruited in Texas to detassel in the Kearney area in 2017 have sued Monsanto
and Gulf Citrus Harvesting & Hauling Inc., accusing the companies of labor violations.
The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Lincoln by Texas RioGrande Legal Aid and Legal Aid of Nebraska,
alleges the workers, several of whom were teenagers at the time, weren't paid the federal minimum
wage and were subjected to substandard working conditions.
The suit alleges Monsanto hired farm labor contractor Gulf Citrus, a Florida company, to recruit, employ
and house migrant workers to detassel seed corn on fields it leases in Nebraska, according to the suit.
Gulf Citrus hired the 13 — all temporary foreign agricultural workers — through what is known as the H-
2A program, at the Texas Workforce Commission in Edinburg, a town at the Mexican border.
Their contracts guaranteed them $13.79 per hour or $70 per "clean acre," whichever was higher,
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housing, reimbursement for travel expenses and three meals a day in exchange for $12.07 a day taken
out of their paychecks.
Amanda McMahon, managing attorney of the Agricultural Worker Rights Program at Legal Aid of
Nebraska, said Gulf Citrus failed to record all the hours the 13 worked or credit them with all the acres
they completed and didn't give them promised bonuses. 
She said before the workers were hired, they were shown a menu of meal options, including grilled meat
and chicken, burritos and tacos, but for several days in a row were served only eggs, rice and onions. 
In the fields, the drinking water workers got was dirty, old and hot and smelled and tasted badly,
McMahon said. And one day, an airplane spraying pesticides on an adjacent field led to breathing
problems and an asthma attack for one worker. Despite complaints, none got medical care, she said.
They are seeking the unpaid wages, plus an equal amount as liquidated damages, as well as statutory
damages of up to $500 per person, per violation, under the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker
Protection Act.
They also are asking a judge to award the state fund for public schools one time the amount of the
judgment under the Nebraska Wage Payment and Collection Act or two times the amount of judgment
for willfully unpaid wages.
In an answer filed Tuesday, Monsanto denied any working arrangement existed between the company
and the 13 and denied the allegations to the extent they purport to relate to Monsanto.
Clifford Godiner, a St. Louis attorney representing the company, said the alleged injuries were "not
proximately caused by any unlawful action, policy, custom, practice, and/or procedure promulgated
and/or tolerated by Monsanto."
Florida-based attorney David Stefany, on behalf of Gulf Citrus, said the company fully performed its
contractual obligations to each of the workers.
By Lori Pilger
 


AP: Worker shortage concerns loom in immigrant-heavy meatpacking
 
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — When Martha Kebede’s adult sons immigrated from Ethiopia and reunited with her
in South Dakota this year, they had few work opportunities.
Lacking English skills, the brothers took jobs at Smithfield Foods' Sioux Falls pork plant, grueling and
increasingly risky work as the coronavirus sickened thousands of meatpacking workers nationwide. One
day, half the workers on a slicing line vanished; later, the brothers tested positive for the COVID-19 virus.
“It was very, very sad,” Kebede said. “The boys teared up seeing everyone.”
The brothers — who declined to be identified for fear of workplace retaliation — are among roughly
175,000 immigrants in U.S. meatpacking jobs. The industry has historically relied on foreign-born
workers — from people in the country illegally to refugees — for some of America's most dangerous
jobs.
Now that reliance and uncertainty about a virus that's killed at least 20 workers and temporarily
shuttered several plants fuels concerns about possible labor shortages to meet demand for beef, pork
and chicken.
Companies struggling to hire before the pandemic are spending millions on fresh incentives. Their hiring
capability hinges on unemployment, industry changes, employees' feelings about safety and President
Donald Trump’s aggressive and erratic immigration policies.
Trump has restricted nearly all immigration, his administration recently granted seasonal workers 60-day
extensions, affecting a smattering in meat and poultry.
Roughly 350 foreign workers were certified for meat and poultry gigs in 2019, according to Daniel Costa
at the Economic Policy Institute. Such H-2B visa holders, capped at 66,000 annually, are commonly used
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in landscaping and resorts.
But there's been willingness to expand. A plan to add 35,000 seasonal workers — which Trump supports
in tight labor markets — was suspended in April for “present economic circumstances.”
Immigrants make up nearly 40% of the industry's roughly 470,000 workers, with higher concentrations in
states like South Dakota, where they are 58% of workers, and Nebraska, where they're 66%, according to
the nonprofit Migration Policy Institute. Estimates on illegal immigrants vary from 14% to the majority at
some plants.
The industry argues it offers ample jobs with benefits and opportunities to advance for all workers.
Paulina Francisco said her 21 years at Smithfield in Sioux City, Iowa, helped her buy a home, something
she didn’t think possible when she immigrated from Guatemala. She’s now a citizen.
Still, most jobs are rural, limiting workers' access to lawyers, favorable union laws and other jobs. Hourly
pay averages as low as $12.50 for backbreaking work, often conducted side-by-side. Workers in the
country illegally fear deportation for speaking up.
“Vulnerable populations work well for them,” Joshua Specht, a University of Notre Dame professor, said
of the industry.
Chicken plants extensively recruited immigrants in the 1990s as union organizing among majority
African-American workers increased. One Morton, Mississippi, plant advertised in Miami's Cuban stores
and newspapers, busing workers willing to accept lower wages, a tactic replicated across the South,
according to University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill anthropologist Angela Stuesse.
Initially, it was immigrants with work authorization, but they were replaced by Mexicans and
Guatemalans here illegally. Argentinians, Uruguayans and Peruvians followed. By the 2000s, the labor
pool was self-sustaining with word-of-mouth.
“This is part of the way this industry works, is by having these different communities they can lean into
to keep costs down and keep the lines running,” said Stuesse.
One window into the industry's response to sudden labor shortages is immigration raids.
In 2006, agents swept Swift & Co. plants, netting 1,300 arrests, the largest single-worksite raid in U.S.
history.
Full production resumed within months. One Greeley, Colorado, plant offered more pay, hiring about 75
workers, mainly U.S. citizens and Somali refugees, according to the Center for Immigration Studies,
which supports restricting immigration.
Today, meatpacking has the fifth-highest concentration of refugee workers, according to the nonprofit
Fiscal Policy Institute.
Sudanese refugee Salaheldin Ahmed, 44, heard about Smithfield's jobs while in New Hampshire and
moved to South Dakota six years ago. After escaping war, little fazes the forklift driver, not even a
positive COVID-19 test.
“They were killing in front of you,” Ahmed, who experienced mild symptoms, said of atrocities he once
witnessed. “The coronavirus is nothing.”
Some data suggests raids may temporarily decrease immigrant hiring.
Noncitizens comprised 52% of meatpacking in 2006, dropping to 42% by 2008, according to Michael
Clemens at the Center for Global Development. He cited an annual March employment survey.
But that trend reversed during the Great Recession's high unemployment. By 2011, noncitizens were
roughly 56%.
After raids last year on Mississippi poultry plants, some citizens were hired but many immigrants
returned to work, according to activists and local leaders.
“There is a need of workers, and they don’t have any other possibilities,” said the Rev. Roberto Mena,
whose Forest congregation includes poultry workers.
Koch Foods and Peco Foods, the largest companies targeted, didn’t return messages. Both have touted
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use of the federal E-Verify system to confirm worker eligibility.
Some blame the business model. With rapid turnover, it's not uncommon for plants to rehire an entire
workforce annually, says worker advocate National Employment Law Project.
“This is the industry’s own short-sightedness,” said Debbie Berkowitz, a director. “They want to look for
workers they can exploit, rather than workers that would feel comfortable raising concerns.”
After the outbreak closed several plants, they got Trump's help; he issued an order classifying meat
processing as critical.
The North American Meat Institute estimates most plants are at 70% production. Many added plexiglass
barriers and other protections.
Little, the institute spokeswoman, noted that many meatpacking companies continued to pay employees
even when plants shuttered and suggested more people might be drawn to meatpacking amid high
unemployment.
“There’s so many unknowns,"' she said. “I don’t know what’s in store for us."
The pandemic has accelerated some workers' decisions.
Guadalupe Paez, 62, likely won't return to his job cleaning cattle at JBS Packerland in Green Bay,
Wisconsin, after being hospitalized for COVID-19. Weaker, he fears more illness, says his daughter Dora
Flores. Paez immigrated from Mexico through a 1980s guest worker program and obtained a green card.
“He only goes out for the doctor appointments," she said. “He's traumatized.”
By Stephen Groves and Sophia Tareen
 


OWH Editorial: Law enforcement coordination vital for finding missing Native American
youths
 
It’s a trauma whenever a young person goes missing. For Nebraska’s Native American community, it can
bring added pain. That’s because law enforcement agencies often fail to coordinate on investigations for
such cases. Agencies also lack a uniform reporting system for data-sharing.
A new initiative, prodded by the Nebraska Legislature, offers hope. Law enforcement and other agencies
must use this opportunity to build strong, effective relationships. Constructing a standardized reporting
system also is a must, to ensure that these cases receive the proper level of attention and commitment.
In this new initiative, the Nebraska State Patrol worked with a wide range of tribal, local and federal
agencies over the past year to collect information on missing Native American adults and youths, under
legislation sponsored by State Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon, the Legislature’s only Native American
member.
Boys age 17 or younger account for 73.3% of all Native American missing persons in Nebraska, the State
Patrol reported last week in releasing its findings. In fact, across all racial demographics, 59.6% of
Nebraska missing persons are boys age 17 or younger.
In preparing the report, the State Patrol held listening sessions in Nebraska’s Native American
communities. Citizens and advocates described the underlying factors for missing persons cases in their
communities, including domestic violence, substance use, mental health challenges, lack of affordable
housing and poverty. Distrust of the current system leads some women not to report domestic violence
because they fear the state will remove their child, the patrol was told.
Officials acknowledge that the process thus far is only a first step, but it does set the stage for
improvement. The patrol will work with the Nebraska Crime Commission to develop a standard
operating procedure for handling missing persons cases. And the process over the past year has helped
agencies begin to understand how they can work constructively together.
All Nebraskans, regardless of ethnic background, deserve the utmost commitment of law enforcement
to provide justice. Through this new initiative, the patrol and other agencies must work to see to it that
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they fully meet that obligation.
 


LJS Editorial, 5/27: Union Bank, Lopez making city stronger
 
COVID-19 has revealed some fractures and flaws in our society. At the same time, it’s spotlighted
strengths and reasons for hope and optimism.
In this space, we’ve lifted up people and businesses that have gone above and beyond, helping others
and making our community a better place. Call them coronavirus kudos. And today we offer two more.
Back in early April, the Journal Star reported on Union Bank and Trust being the nation’s second most-
active lender in the federal Payroll Protection Program. The $350 billion effort was aimed at helping
small businesses that have been hard-hit by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Borrowers sang the praises of Union Bank and Trust for its speed and customer service. Their hard work
and innovation drew national attention when The Washington Post featured the local business in lengthy
story that detailed how the bank got out in front of an enormous financial opportunity and did it all in a
time of remote working and great uncertainty. Nebraska’s Pinnacle Bank also was a top lender.
The federal program was so popular that all the money in its initial allocation was doled out within two
weeks. Because of the speed of Union Bank, a huge number of businesses are better positioned for
where we are and where we are headed.
“The demand for PPP loans is unlike anything we’ve experienced," Angie Muhlheisen, CEO of Union Bank
& Trust, said in a statement quoted in the Journal Star. "We feel honored to provide this kind of help, on
this scale, to the community. And we are grateful for our hard-working, dedicated team members.”
Union Bank and Trust’s success is a community success, and many business borrowers said the bank
went above and beyond to help them.
Speaking of going above and beyond, there are few better examples than Pat Lopez.
The interim Director of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department has had a high profile and huge
impact in the weeks since the pandemic hit our community. Lopez had been a 30-year health
department employee and served the state as well when she was appointed interim director a year ago,
when Shavonna Lausterer took a medical leave for breast cancer, passing away in June.
With no consensus pick among three candidates for the permanent job and with COVID-19 a small
headline on the international news page, in January Lopez agreed to continue as interim director. Little
could she – or anyone else – have expected what would come.
Lopez has been a steady hand at Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird’s press conferences. She’s been a voice of
reason and toed the fine line between transparency and protection of sensitive health data, always with
the public’s safety in mind.
In these trying times, it’s good to remember these two examples – and the many other great ones we’ve
all witnessed – of people, businesses and organizations making the bad better.
 


LJS Local View: Meat-processing workers deserve better
 
For months, governments around the world have instituted shutdowns and partial closures to mitigate
the spread of the COVID-19 contagion, reduce the loss of life and avoid overwhelming our health care
sector.
Meat packing plant workers have been deemed “essential” given their role in the nation’s food supply,
and their places of work have generally remained open. However, more than 14,000 meat packing
workers (at least) have been infected around the nation with at least 50 of these workers dying from the
virus.
In the case of Nebraska, more than 2,500 meatpacking and other food processing workers have tested







positive for the virus, representing one in six of all of cases in Nebraska, with at least eight deaths. In
fact, a study from the Environmental Working Group has found that Nebraska and Iowa have the highest
number of meat-industry related COVID-19 cases in the country.
The extent that workers work extremely close together on fast dangerous production lines, the
thousands that work together in a typical plant and a corporate culture that expects workers to show up
no matter what helps to explain the emergence of these hot spots around meatpacking plants.
Not surprisingly, the towns and counties where these plants are located (such as Hall and Dawson
counties) have seen their overall numbers increase as the virus works its way through the larger
community.
Activists in solidarity with meatpacking plant workers have demanded that these workers receive
increased hazard pay, paid sick leave, slower line speeds to allow for greater social distancing, personal
protective equipment for all workers, confidential tools to report safety violations, universal testing of all
workers and clarity on the number of positive cases in each plant.
In the face of this pressure, companies such as JBS, Smithfield and Tyson have taken incremental steps
on PPE and hazard pay but have refused to be transparent about the number of positive cases in a plant,
and workers report that the companies have been inconsistent in implementing safety protocols. In
addition, some workers remain fearful of losing their jobs if they report having symptoms.
In the face of this struggle to get these companies to do right by these workers, Gov. Pete Ricketts'
leadership on behalf of these workers and their communities has been missing. For example, in the case
of Grand Island, the health director of the Central District Health Department as well as doctors in Grand
Island asked the governor to shut down the JBS plant for two weeks for the welfare of its workers and
the greater Grand Island community. Governor Ricketts refused to shut it down, claiming they were
“essential” and must remain open despite the risks to the community.
Not only is the governor refusing to shut down problematic plants, but he has worked to assist these
companies by withholding information about the number of cases in a plant. This is information that the
public in Grand Island, Lexington and Crete could use to determine how poorly, or well, a specific plant is
doing in reducing its cases.
Activists across the state of Nebraska who are working to support these workers and their communities
demand that Governor Ricketts do more to prioritize the health and well-being of working Nebraskans
over the interests of companies accumulating profits at their expense.
Will Avilés is a member of Solidarity for Packing Plant Workers in Nebraska.
 


AP: Iowa casinos can reopen, evictions and large events can resume June 1, Gov. Kim
Reynolds says
 
IOWA CITY — Gov. Kim Reynolds moved Tuesday to lift a moratorium on evictions and foreclosures and
allow gatherings of more than 10 people to resume, as she continues to end restrictions meant to stop
the spread of the coronavirus.
The governor said that casinos, outdoor amphitheaters, amusement parks, bowling alleys, arcades,
racetracks, skating rinks and outdoor playgrounds can reopen June 1. Iowa's ban on social, community
and recreational gatherings larger than 10 people will expire the same day.
Events such as parades, festivals and conventions can resume if public health measures are
implemented, including requiring participants to practice social distancing. Practices and competitions
for youth sports such as baseball and softball will also be permitted.
The continued reopening comes as COVID-19 deaths in Iowa have increased to 471, including a one-day
record of 26 announced on Saturday. Iowa's number of cases has increased to 17,690, the 12th highest
per capita among states, tracking data show.







The state on Tuesday confirmed two new workplace outbreaks, at Perdue Farms plants in Sioux Center
and Sioux City.
On Monday, the virus claimed a fifth employee of the Tyson Foods plant in Waterloo, according to
workers' advocates. Jose Ayala, 44, died in Cedar Rapids after a six-week hospitalization.
The other people who died were a 65-year-old laundry department worker, a 58-year-old Bosnian
refugee, a 60-year-old Latino father and a refugee from Congo.
The plant is Tyson's largest pork processing facility. Local officials have said that at least 1,031 out of the
plant's 2,800 workers have been infected by the virus. Tyson idled the plant in Waterloo on April 22
before resuming production two weeks later with new safety protocols.
Unlike the majority of other states, Iowa never implemented a stay-at-home order and instead banned
large gatherings and closed many businesses and schools. Over the last month, the governor has steadily
removed those restrictions.
On Thursday, bars, wineries, breweries, distilleries and social clubs can reopen statewide.
"For our state, recovery means striking a balance between getting life and business back to normal while
continuing to manage the virus activity," Reynolds said Tuesday. "Our recovery is contingent upon our
ability to protect both the lives and livelihoods of Iowans. We can't prioritize one over the other."
Advocates for low-income residents have warned that scores of people who have lost income during the
pandemic could face eviction or foreclosure when the moratorium for nonpayment expires at 11:59 p.m.
Wednesday. The American Civil Liberties Union and several other groups had asked the governor to
extend the moratorium, which she first imposed March 19.
Some landlords, however, had reported that they were struggling financially as renters stopped paying
amid skyrocketing levels of unemployment.
Reynolds said the moratorium was designed to keep people in their homes during the emergency and
not intended to freeze people's financial obligations indefinitely.
She said the Iowa Finance Authority would announce the details of a new federally funded program
designed to prevent evictions and foreclosures. She said the program should open Friday for residents
who "have experienced a documented loss of income due to COVID-19" and are unable to pay their rent
or mortgage payments.
Details on eligibility and the types of assistance offered will be announced this week, she said. She
promised that enough money would be set aside and available quickly enough to provide relief to those
who need it.
"We are changing the parameters in which we are providing the assurance that people aren't thrown out
of their homes in these really difficult times," she said.
 


Bloomberg: The drug remdesivir seems to help mostly those who aren't the sickest
 
BloomBerg News Gilead Sciences Inc.'s remdesivir, the first medicine cleared for the treatment of
COVID-19, mainly benefited healthier patients who weren't dependent on ventilators or heart-lung
bypass machines, according to published results of the study used to get the medicine on the market.
The drug helped patients infected with the coronavirus heal faster, allowing them to return home after
about 11 days, compared to 15 days for those who were treated with a placebo, according to the report
in the New England Journal of Medicine. There also were signs the medicine increased their survival rate:
7.1% on patients on remdesivir and 11.9% on a placebo died within two weeks. Still, the difference
wasn't statistically significant, meaning it could have stemmed from chance.
Use of the drug received emergency clearance by the Food and Drug Administration on May 1. The
clinical trial of the drug began in Omaha in February.
While a fuller analysis is still underway, the researchers said it's already clear that antiviral drugs like







remdesivir alone won't control the outbreak.
"Given high mortality despite the use of remdesivir, it is clear that treatment with an antiviral drug alone
is not likely to be sufficient," the researchers concluded. "Future strategies should evaluate antiviral
agents in combination with other therapeutic approaches or combinations of antiviral agents to continue
to improve patient outcomes in COVID-19."
The publication also allowed greater insight into which patients seemed to respond best to treatment.
The only group to do significantly better on remdesivirwere those who were sick enough to need
supplemental oxygen, but who weren't yet on a ventilator or a heart-lung bypass machine. While the
lack of benefit might have stemmed from the limited number of patients in those groups, there were
few initial signs that the drug was helping the sickest patients
"Our findings highlight the need to identify COVID-19 cases and start antiviral treatment before the
pulmonary disease progresses to require mechanical ventilation," the researchers concluded.
 


AP: Congress considers next pandemic move
 
WASHINGTON — Deadlocked over the next big coronavirus relief bill, Congress is shifting its attention to
a more modest overhaul of small business aid in hopes of helping employers reopen shops and survive
the pandemic.
Bipartisan legislation that would give small employers more time to take advantage of federal subsidies
for payroll and other costs is expected to pass the House this week, as lawmakers return to Washington
for an abbreviated two-day session.
Yet absent from the agenda are formal talks between congressional leaders on the next “phase” of the
federal coronavirus response. Democrats have already pushed a $3 trillion-plus measure through the
House, but negotiations with the GOP-controlled Senate and White House have yet to begin.
“We can’t keep propping up the economy forever,” Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said
Tuesday in Lexington, Kentucky. It was one of his first public appearances in his home state since mid-
March because of the pandemic.
“The ultimate solution is to begin to get back to normal,” he said. “There are three things that are
essential to have full normalcy — testing, treatment and vaccine.”
Senate Republicans are divided on the next steps and wary of another sprawling negotiation where
Democrats and the White House call the shots. They are also split on a central element — how much aid
to provide state and local governments and other coronavirus response after earlier relief bills totaled
almost $3 trillion.
Even as they hit “pause” on a larger bill, Republicans are enthusiastic about improving the Paycheck
Protection Program, which was established in March under the $2 trillion CARES Act and was replenished
last month. All told, Congress has provided about $660 billion for the program.
The House's return to Washington for voting Wednesday comes after Senate Republicans — who are on
recess after spending the past three weeks in Washington — have been knocking the decision by top
Democrats to largely stay out of session during the pandemic.
House GOP Leader Kevin McCarthy’s office announced it was filing a lawsuit Tuesday against the new
system of proxy voting. Approved by House Democrats earlier this month, the first-of-its-kind rules
change will be in practice this week as dozens of lawmakers sign up to have another person vote on their
behalf so they can avoid travel to Washington. Republicans call it unconstitutional.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi called the lawsuit a “sad stunt” as the nation's virus-related death toll
approaches 100,000.
It appears the House could be out of session for much of June as well. The House, which has more than
four times as many members as the 100-person Senate, is operating under the Capitol physician’s







guidance, as Washington, D.C., remains under stay-home orders.
Meanwhile, Donald Trump’s demand for a full-capacity Republican convention in August is putting
pressure on North Carolina health officials — and local Republicans — as coronavirus cases surge in the
host county and statewide.
Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper's administration has refused to give in, though, responding with a letter
demanding a written safety plan from organizers of the Republican National Convention, slated for
August in Charlotte. Even local Republican officials note that Trump doesn't have the power to
unilaterally move the event scheduled to start in 90 days after two years of planning.
Asked about Trump’s tweets threatening to move the convention, Cooper said Tuesday he’s “not
surprised at anything that happens on Twitter,” without mentioning the president by name. He said
discussions with RNC organizers are continuing.
“We have asked them to present a plan on paper to us laying out the various options that we’ve already
discussed," Cooper said. "They know we’re talking about a time that’s three months from now, so we
have to have options regarding how this convention is going to be run depending on where we are with
the virus in August.”
State Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen's letter signed Monday asks Republican
convention organizers for a written COVID-19 safety plan “as soon as possible,” noting that Cohen and
Cooper discussed various scenarios with GOP officials by phone Friday. She wrote that it's important to
plan for multiple options, because the "status of COVID-19 infections in our state and in the Charlotte
area continues to rapidly evolve.”
By Tuesday, Mecklenburg County had at least 3,400 COVID-19 cases — more than twice the next-highest
county — and 73 deaths, also the most in the state, according to state health officials. A third of the
cases were tallied in the past two weeks. County officials said hospitalized patients with COVID-19
dropped from more than 100 in April to 75 by Monday.
Trump complained again Tuesday that Cooper hasn't committed yet to a full-capacity convention.
“We have a governor who doesn’t want to open up the state,” Trump said, suggesting Cooper's decisions
were politically motivated. “He’s been acting very, very slowly and very suspiciously.”
By Lisa Mascaro
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MLB: In May, Cubs-Reds 'felt like a playoff game'
Reds – 13
Cubs – 12
 
TV and Radio
NTV: Herbster visits central Nebraska, responds to Ricketts
KETV Editorial: Ricketts Screening Questionnaire
NTV: Capitol Steps see several demonstrations
NCN: Dorn discusses senators not voting, Beatrice Six state aid bill
WOWT: Nebraska fireworks bill headed for governor’s desk
Fox News: DeSantis will 'absolutely sue' federal government if H.R. 1 is passed
NET: Community College President In Lincoln Says Biden Tuition Proposal Not A Big Stretch
NET: Water Studies Boosted In Nebraska Legislature
KMTV: COVID vaccines, testing down in Nebraska
KETV: Johnson & Johnson vaccine getting back in arms in Douglas County
WOWT: Omaha battles COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy
KLKN: LPS superintendent discusses possibility of vaccine requirement, masks for next school year
Wall Street Journal: Vaccinating America Means Convincing Skeptics in Rural Nebraska
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OWH: Press freedom group objects to Gov. Ricketts' new media credentialing process
 
LINCOLN — A national press freedom group pressed Gov. Pete Ricketts on Thursday to adopt a “less
onerous” media credentialing process that allows unbiased access to the governor’s press briefings.
The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, a Washington, D.C.-based group that provides
free legal help with free speech issues, wrote Ricketts on Thursday objecting to his recently
announced process for credentialing news organizations. The group said the policy may be used as a
pretext to exclude media based on their perceived political viewpoint.







The letter comes after the Governor’s Office denied media credentials to an online North Omaha
news service, NOISE Omaha, saying it was “an advocacy organization funded by liberal donors,” and
not a mainstream media outlet.
The denial, and objections to it raised by The World-Herald and other Nebraska media outlets,
prompted the Governor’s Office on April 15 to announce a new application process to obtain
credentials.
The application asks questions about whether a media organization is financed “entirely” by
advertising and subscriptions, and whether it has a “clear distinction between the editorial division …
and the news reporting division.” Those questions, the press freedom group wrote, have no bearing
on the governor’s stated reasons for requiring credentials, which were “security reasons” and
“operational limits.”
The Reporters Committee cited federal court rulings that concluded blocking access to a media
outlet based on its perceived political viewpoint violated the “fundamental” constitutional right of
the media to gather information. Any restrictions on that access must be based on reasonable and
neutral grounds, the Reporters Committee wrote citing a court ruling, and cannot be used as “a
facade for viewpoint-based discrimination.”
“Accordingly, denying NOISE press credentials based on a belief that it has ‘liberal’ funders and thus
a ‘liberal’ viewpoint unquestionably violates the First Amendment,” the letter stated.
When asked to comment, Taylor Gage, the governor’s spokesman and head of his strategic
communications, said, “We stand ready to credential media outlets.”
Gage wrote a letter dated April 23 to Media of Nebraska, which represents the state’s newspapers
and broadcast media, including The World-Herald, saying that the new media credentialing process
was drawn from policies used by the Texas Legislature, the Wisconsin Governor’s Office and the U.S.
Congress.
However, a review of those policies by The World-Herald found there are some key differences.
None of the three ask the number and range of questions posed in the Nebraska application. In
addition, the Nebraska application leaves it up to the Governor’s Office to decide whether an
applicant’s answers qualify that person for credentialing.
“The (Nebraska) Governor’s Office firmly believes the application and criteria that were published
last week reflect a neutral and fair approach to qualifying media organizations to cover credentialed
news events,” Gage wrote in the April 23 letter.
He also noted that before issuing the new application process, he had asked Nebraska media for
input, but instead got a “general letter of concern.” Gage said he remains willing to discuss the new
policy.
NOISE officials have told The World-Herald that it is not an advocacy group but a small group of
reporters dedicated to reporting on Omaha’s minority communities.
The Reporters Committee also rejected the characterization of NOISE as an advocacy organization,
pointing out that it is a member of the Institute for Nonprofit News, which requires “organizational
independence” and that members not advocate or promote legislation, policies and government
actions. The Reporters Committee also said it would be unfair to reject NOISE on the basis that it is
exclusively an online outlet because increasingly, newspapers and other media are posting stories on
the internet to save expenses.
The letter from the Reporters Committee was also signed by The World-Herald, the Lincoln Journal
Star and the Associated Press.
“Decisions restricting press access must not be taken lightly, for the ability of journalists to gather
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information about government activity and report this news is of vital importance to the public,” the
letter stated.
Among the contributors to NOISE Omaha, which is a nonprofit funded by donations, are the
Sherwood Foundation (founded by philanthropist Susie Buffett), the Omaha Community Foundation
and the Gilbert M. and Martha H. Hitchcock Family Foundation, originally established in 1945 by the
family of The World-Herald’s founder.
NOISE, which stands for “North Omaha Information Support Everyone,” was established in 2018.
By Paul Hammel
 


Reporters Committee For Freedom Of The Press: RCFP expresses concern about
Nebraska governor’s decision to deny press access to local news outlet
 
In a letter submitted to Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts on April 29, the Reporters Committee for
Freedom of the Press expressed concern about the governor’s recent decision to bar a local news
outlet from attending his press briefings.
Ricketts denied North Omaha Information Support Everyone, or NOISE, access to press briefings
because his administration considered the news outlet to be “an advocacy organization funded by
liberal donors.” The Reporters Committee’s letter, joined by 12 news organizations and one
journalism professor, disputes that characterization, noting that NOISE is a nonprofit news group
and part of the Institute for Nonprofit News, which requires that its members “do not advocate or
operate in a way that promotes any legislation, policies, government action or outcomes.”
“In any event,” Reporters Committee attorneys argue, “the First Amendment prohibits government
officials from attempting to suppress a news outlet’s expression because of its viewpoint — or
perceived viewpoint — and denying access to press conferences on these grounds is thus
unconstitutional.”
The letter raises additional concerns about the new media credentialing process adopted by the
governor following publicity about his administration’s decision to deny access to NOISE. The
Reporters Committee notes that members of the news media have pointed out that some of the
questions included in the application are “unduly invasive.”
“Given the reasons you previously asserted for denying NOISE press credentials,” the letter states,
“we are concerned that this new application process may be used as a pretext to exclude NOISE and
others whose perceived viewpoints are disfavored under the guise of neutral factors.”
The letter urges the governor to reconsider his administration’s media credentialing process “with
the aim of providing access to all bona fide journalists and news outlets, including NOISE.”
By Jessica Blake
 


Kearney Hub: Gov. Ricketts to speak in Kearney about proposed health education
standards
 
KEARNEY — Gov. Pete Ricketts will speak Monday about Nebraska State Board of Education’s
proposed health education standards.
The Buffalo County Republicans will host Ricketts at 7 p.m. Monday in the South Platte Room on the
second floor of the Kearney Public Library, 2020 First Ave. The public is invited.
Ricketts has said the sex education portions of the Nebraska Department of Education’s proposed
health education standards "politicized," saying they should be scrapped. He said they represent a
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"significant shift" in the approach to health education, and that many of the themes should be left to
parents to discuss with children at home.
For more information about Monday's event, contact Trenton Snow at 308-293-1085.
 


CNS News: Nebraska Gov.: ‘The Real Threat to Security Is the Dangerous Defund the
Police Movement’
 
(CNSNews.com) – Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said Thursday that contrary to what Vice President
Kamala Harris says, the greatest threat to national security is not domestic terrorism manifested by
white supremacists. It’s the defund the police movement.


“That is not the single greatest thing to our safety and security in Nebraska. In fact, if you look over
the course of last year with the riots, what -- I think you see this across the country. The real threat
to security is the dangerous defund the police movement, which is in some states, not in ours, but in
some states, underlying law enforcement and preventing them from doing their job,” he said at Fox
News’s “Red State Trailblazers” town hall event in Orlando, Fla. “And frankly, when I talk to my
county prosecutors, my law enforcement, you know who that harms the worst? It’s our folks in the
minority communities, because they know that the police are there to help them. Now, we’ve got to
change this narrative with regard to law enforcement,” Ricketts said.


“It has never been harder to be a law enforcement official than right now. We need to support our
police, not attack our police,” the governor said.


Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, who was also present at the event to celebrate Republican governors, said
that Democrats “use race to divide and then attack each other, and It's wrong.”


“In Texas, we use everybody to unite. Let me give you a quick example. It shows you the opportunity
that exists in Texas. Texas ranks number one in the nation for black-owned business job creation, for
black women-owned businesses, for Hispanic-owned businesses job creation and for Hispanic
entrepreneurs,” Abbott said.


“And so it doesn't matter your color, what your background is. Texas is a land of opportunity for
everybody, and we want to unite everybody, not divide people,” the governor said.


Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said his state passed an anti-riot bill that prevents local governments from
trying to defund the police.


“What we do is a couple things. One, if a local government tries to defund law enforcement, the
state of Florida won't let that happen. We will stand by law enforcement. We make local
governments protect folks. If you do have a riot, you need to get in there and protect people,” he
said. 


“If you don't, people can sue the local government for their damage to themselves or their property.
Finally, if you riot, if you loot, if you’re violent in one of these assemblies, we're putting you in jail,
period,” the governor said.







A similar bill is being considered in Iowa, and Gov. Kim Reynolds said she will sign it.


“And we actually in the middle of the civil unrest last year, I brought legislators from both parties to
my office in the Senate and the House. We sat down with three days we hammered out the More
Perfect Union that passed the House, the Senate and I signed in one day, and actually it was
supported by law enforcement and civil rights organizations,” Reynolds said.


“You can come together and you can do the right thing. It just enhances training. It limits
chokeholds, and it punishes bad actors, but we also are doing Back the Blue that actually does a lot
of the things that Governor DeSantis just talked about. We do not fund cities. They’ll get no more
state dollars if they defund the police. If you’re going to peacefully protest, absolutely. You have the
right to do that,” she said.


“If you’re gonna riot, if you’re gonna block highways and roads, you're going to pay a price for that.
We're increasing the penalties for that. We won't stand for it, so we’ve got a great bill that’s working
its way through the legislature that really supports our law enforcement and all the great work that
we’ve done, but we've done both,” the governor added.
By Melanie Arter
 


AP: Nebraska board sees revenue uptick this year before decline
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska state government will collect an extra $90 million in tax revenue in
the current fiscal year that ends June 30 but will face a less rosy outlook over the following two
years, based on new state estimates.
The Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory Board on Friday lowered its revenue projections by $5
million over the following two budget years, starting on July 1.
The new predictions will give lawmakers about $38 million more than expected in the current
legislative session, after adjusting for requirements of state law. The projections will also trigger an
automatic boost to a new state property tax credit program.
Gov. Pete Ricketts urged lawmakers to “stay the course” with his plan to ease the local property tax
burden for Nebraska residents.
“Nebraska’s economy continues to show significant signs of strength as we emerge from the
pandemic,” Ricketts said.
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers' compromise puts stamp of approval on 'postcard bill'
 
LINCOLN — A compromise approved Wednesday night put a stamp of approval on a bill that
requires the mass mailing of postcard notices when a property tax increase is proposed.
The “postcard bill” has been hailed by backers as increasing transparency for taxpayers when an
increase in property taxes is being considered. But opponents had complained that mailing
postcards would be expensive and would be unfair in instances where inflation and growth force a
hike.
Under the compromise crafted on Legislative Bill 644, postcard mailings to taxpayers would be
required only when proposed growth in property taxes is higher than 2% plus growth in valuation
due to new construction. The need for a postcard is based on the amount of property taxes







collected. For instance, Sarpy County’s property valuation due to new construction increased about
3% in the most recent year. That means the county would have had to send out a postcard if its
property tax request increased by more than 5%.
A notice of the proposed raise, plus notice of a public hearing on the request, would also have to be
published in a county newspaper under the Property Tax Request Act.
The “2% plus growth” language was modeled after a proposal, backed by Gov. Pete Ricketts, that
would have limited increases in property taxes by 3% plus growth. But that proposal died in the face
of a filibuster.
As originally drafted, LB 644, introduced by State Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, would have required
postcards to be sent when any increase in property taxes was proposed. That led to complaints that
mailing postcards could cost $26,000 in Sarpy County, and upward of $500,000 in Douglas County.
Hansen said the compromise removed objections by cities, counties and school districts.
LB 644 was patterned after a Utah law that requires taxing entities to inform taxpayers, via a
postcard and on a website, when an increase in property taxes is being proposed. Hansen and other
advocates said that taxpayers are often unaware of proposed tax increases, and, as a result, there’s
little input given to governmental bodies.
The bill advanced to final reading on a voice vote.
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Nebraska Legislature passes natural hair discrimination ban
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers once again passed a bill aimed at preventing job discrimination
against African Americans who wear their hair in natural or protective styles.
Legislative Bill 451, introduced by State Sen. Terrell McKinney of Omaha, would expand existing laws
banning racial discrimination in employment. The measure passed on a 40-4 vote. It would define
race to include hair texture and protective hairstyles, such as braids, locks and twists.
The measure now heads to Gov. Pete Ricketts, who vetoed a similar bill last year. At the time, he said
he supported the intent of the proposal but said its wording was unclear and did not specify that it
applied to hairstyles tied to a particular race. His office worked with McKinney on the new proposal.
Supporters of LB 451 told of being forced by employers to straighten their hair, cut it short or cut off
braids and dreadlocks to keep their jobs. They argued that treatments used to straighten African
Americans’ hair are costly, potentially cancer-causing and can damage the hair.
Among other bills passed Thursday:
Court fees. A fee charged to support the Nebraska judges’ retirement plan would double over four
years under LB 17, passed 33-13. Sen. Mark Kolterman of Seward, the chairman of the Nebraska
Retirement Systems Committee, introduced the bill to shore up the retirement plan.
The bill would increase the judges’ retirement fee from $6 to $12 by July 1, 2025, and direct a larger
portion of other court fees into the plan. It would also require the state to start putting tax dollars
equal to 5% of judges’ compensation into the plan.
Fireworks. State law would allow Nebraskans to buy a wider variety of fireworks under LB
152, introduced by Sen. Julie Slama of Peru and passed on a 42-3 vote.
If signed into law by the governor, the bill would go into effect in time for Nebraskans to enjoy
bigger booms and flashier displays on Independence Day. But the bill would not supersede local
ordinances, so cities and villages could still limit the types of fireworks sold in their communities.
Broadband. Broadband expansion projects in Nebraska would have to meet higher speed standards
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under LB 338, passed 46-0. The bill, introduced by Sen. Bruce Bostelman of Brainard, would require
that any new project funded in part by the state’s Universal Service Fund must provide speeds of
100/100 (100 megabits per second download and 100 Mbps upload).
Rentals. Landlords would have to give 24-hour written notice before entering a tenant’s home or
apartment under LB 320, passed 43-3. The bill, introduced by Sen. John Cavanaugh of Omaha, would
make several other changes in landlord-tenant laws. Among them would be a provision allowing
victims of domestic violence to get out of a lease under certain conditions.
Ethanol. Using pesticide-treated seed to make ethanol would be prohibited under LB 507, passed
48-0. The bill, introduced by Bostelman, addresses a practice used at the troubled AltEn Ethanol
plant near Mead. The plant is being sued by the state over allegations of contamination and violation
of environmental laws.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Legislature advances bill to help pay Beatrice 6 judgment
 
The Legislature gave first-round approval Thursday to a measure that would help Gage County pay a
$28.1 million judgment to six individuals wrongly convicted of a 1985 murder.
Advanced with a veto-proof 35 votes, the bill (LB103) from Sen. Myron Dorn would help Gage
County satisfy its debt.
During his introduction, Dorn offered a public apology to Ada JoAnn Taylor, Thomas Winslow, James
Dean, Kathleen Gonzalez, Debra Shelden and Joseph White — the so-called Beatrice 6.
Together, the six spent a combined 75 years in prison after they were convicted in the cold-case
murder of Helen Wilson. DNA evidence later proved the six were not involved in the crime, and they
later sued Gage County, winning a federal jury trial in 2016.
"I'm sorry for the lost years of your life through your wrongful conviction," Dorn said. "We regret
causing you so much pain and suffering, for you and your families."
Dorn also offered "our deepest sympathy" to the Wilson family.
But his bill was designed to provide relief to the taxpayers of Gage County, who saw their property
taxes skyrocket and are now paying a special sales tax in order to pay the judgment, attorneys' fees
and interest.
Gage County has done "everything fiscally possible to pay the judgment," Dorn said, and has paid
more than $14 million to date.
"Now the county and its people are out of options, and also at the end of the financial rope," he
added.
As originally introduced, LB103 would provide $2 million in state funds to any county facing a federal
court judgment that exceeds $25 million, and where the total cost of the judgment exceeds 20% of
the county's annual budget.
The Beatrice 6 judgment was three times Gage County's annual budget, Dorn said.
The Legislature's budget-writing committee advanced the bill to the floor with an amendment
raising the amount to be paid to $5 million per year, and requiring counties to set their property tax
rates to the maximum 50 cents per $100 of valuation for each year they receive aid.
Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, who pushed for the increase, said he believed the state should act to
reduce the amount of time Gage County residents paid the maximum property tax levy allowed
under law.
Erdman said he believed paying $10 million of the remaining judgment would be a good use of the
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COVID relief dollars sent to the state.
Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne suggested the Legislature use a portion of the additional funds set aside
by lawmakers for property tax relief this year to assist Gage County.
But lawmakers pointed out that fund, raised to $313 million this year, had been signed into law by
Gov. Pete Ricketts and couldn't be changed at this point.
Several lawmakers said they were sympathetic to taxpayers in Gage County, who had nothing to do
with the arrest, prosecution or conviction of the Beatrice 6.
Many taxpayers in the county weren't even alive in 1985 when Wilson was killed, they pointed out,
or in 1989 when the cold case investigation was reopened.
Dorn said he appreciated his colleagues' willingness to help but felt the amount included in the
proposed Appropriations Committee amendment was too high to pass three rounds of
consideration.
"I realize that $10 million is too steep of an ask," Dorn said.
He brought an amendment that reverted the appropriation back to $4 million total over the next
two years.
By Chris Dunker
 


AP: Partial bailout for botched Nebraska murder case advances
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — A rural Nebraska county that was ordered to pay a $28.1 million legal
judgment for sending six innocent people to prison could get a $4 million bailout from the state
under a bill that won initial approval from lawmakers on Thursday.
Lawmakers advanced the measure, 35-3, through the first of three required votes. Supporters
initially proposed a $10 million payment over two years, but reduced it after some senators
expressed reservations about that amount.
Officials in Gage County, in southeast Nebraska, have sought state help ever since a federal judge
ordered them in 2018 to pay the wrongfully convicted people, known as the Beatrice Six. The $28.1
million judgment is more than three times the total annual property tax collections in the county,
which has 22,000 residents. With attorney fees and interest, county residents will end up paying
around $31 million on top of the cost of basic government services.
“Gage County has exhausted every financial resource available to the county and the taxpayers,”
said Sen. Myron Dorn, a former Gage County supervisor who represents the area.
Gage County officials appealed the judge’s ruling but lost, and raised its property tax levy to the
maximum allowed under state law to help pay the judgment.
In 2019, they also imposed a new half-cent sales tax under a new law approved by lawmakers over
the objections of Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts. The sales tax has generated almost $2 million so far.
Last year, Gage County settled with its former insurers for another $6 million after the companies
initially denied the county’s claim.
The Beatrice Six collectively spent more than 70 years in prison for a 1985 murder in Beatrice but
were exonerated by DNA evidence in 2008. The man implicated in the rape and murder of 68-year-
old Helen Wilson died in an Oklahoma prison in 1992.
Reviews of the criminal case later found that local authorities — under huge pressure to get
convictions — obtained confessions from five of the six defendants with the threat that they could
face the death penalty.
Authorities also persuaded several of the defendants that they had repressed memories of the
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crime. Most struggled with mental health problems and developmental disabilities. And a Nebraska
State Patrol forensic scientist who concluded that blood and semen at the scene didn’t match any of
the defendants was never called to testify at trial.
Some critics have argued that Gage County has only itself to blame, but many residents have
countered that they didn’t live in the area at the time and shouldn’t have to pay for the mistakes of
elected officials nearly four decades ago.
Sen. Steve Erdman, of Bayard, noted that the jury that convicted the six was drawn from residents in
neighboring Jefferson County. Erdman, a staunch conservative, said he was moved to support the
bill after hearing from a young farmer who was being forced to pay an extra $1,400 a year in
property taxes because of the judgment.
“Some of these people weren’t even born when this happened,” he said.
Erdman also argued that the state ultimately trained the law enforcement officers who botched the
case.
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, of Omaha, who grew up near Beatrice, said lawmakers should view the issue
as representatives of the entire state and not just their legislative districts.
“Any one of us could be in this boat,” she said.
Sen. John Cavanaugh, of Omaha, said the case points to larger problems in a state system that he
said over-incarcerates people.
“It’s created by the policies we set in place and the expectations we place on that system,” he said.
But Sen. Adam Morfeld, of Lincoln, said he was more comfortable with the smaller $4 million payout
because Gage County residents shouldn’t be totally relieved of the burden because they elected the
officials who bungled the case.
“I think we should help a little bit, but I think that, quite frankly, there is some responsibility to be
borne by those residents,” he said.
By Grant Schulte
 


LJS: Don Walton: Challenges, change and opportunities in the Legislature
 
There have been some powerful debates in the Legislature this session, well above the curve.
One of them was last week's discussion of Sen. Lou Ann Linehan's bill that would provide tax credits
for individuals whose private school donations help provide scholarship assistance for students to
attend schools that may better fit their needs.
That would include, in particular, some Black students in Omaha who have thrived in Catholic
schools after failing to do well in public schools for a variety of reasons.
Sen. Justin Wayne made a powerful case for providing them with that opportunity.
Color me impractical, or just dumb, but if we care about something enough to write a check and
provide a little financial assistance, why don't we just do that without expecting or asking for a tax
break for a personal act of giving or charity?
There have been other excellent debates this session, probably with more to come.
Some of the more seasoned, reasonable and moderate voices have only one session left after this
year — and most of those senators are Republicans who have helped keep the nonpartisan
Legislature on course at a time when politics is polarized in our country, more sharply divided and
hopelessly partisan.
Partisanship is institutionalized in the Congress by dividing members of each party in seating them
apart from one another in the chambers. Across the aisle are the opponents, the enemy, the others.
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Not in Nebraska, where senators sit next to one another without regard to party affiliation. There
are no institutionalized partisan divisions in Nebraska's Legislature, although for a time I thought one
side of the aisle seemed to be reserved for the troublemakers.
Twelve senators will depart after next year and nine of them are Republicans.
The three Democrats who will wrap up their eight years are all Lincoln senators, with Sen. Matt
Hansen's 26th District the only closely divided district in terms of party registration, although slightly
Democratic.
There may not be much change in the number of Republicans and Democrats, but there could be a
change in overall philosophy and tone that could alter the outcome in terms of legislation in 2023.
When you glance at the list of the nine departing senators who are Republicans, you see the names
of some of the moderate legislative leaders, fundamentally conservative, collegial and reasonable,
doers not doctrinaires, senators who are teammates and focused on achievements, not partisan
goals.
* * *
The latest state revenue forecast is another huge invitation to think big.
An opportunity to invest in Nebraska's future.
A chance to broaden the focus beyond property tax relief, which has $1.45 billion in direct relief built
into the state's next two-year budget cycle along with the voter-approved commitment of 70% of
the new state revenue that will be generated by a 20% tax on casino gambling at race tracks.
Yes, absolutely, property tax relief is needed.
But there's a rare opportunity for the state to do more than that now; more than the expansion of
rural broadband that's already approved; and such an opportunity doesn't come along often.
OK, I'm done.
* * *
Speaker Mike Hilgers already has called upon his colleagues to "think big" and be alert to "game-
changing opportunities."
And senators responded with a 42-2 vote to advance amended legislation that would launch a $2
million study aimed at mitigating flooding and enhancing development along the Lower Platte River,
around Lake McConaughy and near Lewis and Clark Lake.
Hilgers won approval to officially tag the newly-created study committee as the STAR WARS
Committee, an amended version of the Statewide Tourism and Recreational Water Access and
Resources Sustainability Committee.
It's Step One of what might be a think-big response originally prompted by the huge flood unleashed
by the 2019 onslaught of rain, snow and ice that resulted in $3.4 billion in damage along the Platte
and the Missouri Rivers, but now also incorporating economic development, recreational and
tourism opportunities.
The bill was introduced by Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha.
Yoda thought big: "Do or do not. There is no try."
* * *
Finishing up:
* Gov. Ricketts' appearance along with four other Republican governors at a Fox News town hall in
Florida moderated by Laura Ingraham was the governor's latest venture onto the national stage.
* Sen. Brett Lindstrom, addressing a Lincoln Chamber of Commerce audience on Zoom as the father
of children who participate in youth sports and who look to parents for transportation and support:
"It's more than a commitment; it's a lifestyle." You could imagine heads nodding.







* Has there been a more welcome May?
By Don Walton
 


Scottsbluff SH: Connecting rural Nebraskans
 
The internet is important in the success of Teresa Sanders' business. Fast and reliable connections
with her 40 representatives and clients across the United States and Canada could mean the
difference between success and failure.
Her business, Diamond T Livestock Services, is a service-based business specializing in performing a
variety of tasks in beef packing facilities, feedyards and ranches.
“We are employed as a third party to perform extensive services including beef carcass data, beef
mobility scoring, animal welfare monitoring, beef liver abscess scoring, DNA collection, and a large
array of professional research work and audits,” Sanders said.
Sanders started her business 26 years ago with the data from about 2,000 head “coming across my
desk; today I have about 7 1/2 million head come across my desk.”
Until a few weeks ago, on the Sanders ranch 21 miles Hemingford, she used a satellite provider, but
the service was slow and unreliable.
”I receive big files and send big files,” she said. I have to have fast, reliable internet.”
A few weeks ago Mobius, a communications company in Hemingford, laid fiber to the ranch.
“With fiber, it’s amazing. It’s more like a relief” Sanders said.
The speed and reliability fiber provides is a “game changer,” she said.
SPEED & RELIABILITY MATTERS
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) defines advanced broadband as download speeds of
at least 25 megabits per second (Mbps) with upload speeds of 3 Mbps, a baseline that experts call
“25-3” for short. In today’s world this is almost obsolete, Mobius Communications’ General Manager
Tonya Mayer said.
Mobius, because they use fiber, has 25-25 up to one gigabit per second, Mayer said.
“Our board believes everyone deserves broadband,” Mayer said. “We need fiber in rural Nebraska.”
In 2010 Mobius tested fiber in the village of Berea. After it was successful in Berea, Mobius put fiber
in their hometown of Hemingford.
The rural Nebraska company has been adding fiber for rural Nebraska ever since, Mayer said.
However, it is not cheap.
COST IS NOT CHEAP
Before the COVID-19 pandemic the cost to put in a mile of fiber was $15,000-$18,000. With the
pandemic and the shortages, the price climbed to closer to $25,000 a mile.
“We get grants but that only covers part of our investments,” Mayer said. “We get excited when we
get more than one person per mile.”
Mobius has laid down 400-route miles of fiber. Route miles are the number of miles that are
spanned by a telecommunications network. They are the total geographic distance between cities or
other terminal points.
Within the 400 route miles Mobius has been able to take fiber to the small rural towns of Crawford
and Whitney, as well as to Agate Fossil Beds, and to the Sanders’ ranch.
“We are very proud of what we have done and continue to look for ways to continue deploying fiber
in rural Nebraska,” Mayer said.
Mobius has just recently taken fiber to Belmont, Nebraska, a community of eight people, 11 miles







southeast of Crawford.
GOVERNMENT HELP
With the high cost of laying a mile of fiber, Mobius has taken advantage of money from the CARES
Act and is hoping there will be more coming in the future.
“We were awarded $1,344,400 in DED Cares Act Grants in 2020,” Mayer said. “With it, we deployed
over 75 miles of fiber to the home and connected approximately 100 homes/businesses. We had a
25% match but with increased costs it was closer to 50% match.”
There are bills in the state legislature attempting to address the need for high speed internet in
Nebraska. The first is Gov. Pete Ricketts' bill, LB 338. The bill, called the Broadband Bridge Act, will
commit $40 million over two years to expand the broadband infrastructure in Nebraska, both urban
and rural.
“I think it’s a good bill, and I’m hoping it will pass,” State Senator Tom Brewer said in an interview
Tuesday, April 27, while the bill was being debated on the floor of the Legislature. “It’s a lot of
money, but it’s a good investment.”
The majority of the areas with no or limited high speed internet are in central and western Nebraska,
he said. “Central and western Nebraska need the help.”
“It is going to be tough, but I think it will pass,” Brewer said. “The urban senators see it as a gift for
the rural senators.”
If it goes to a filibuster, he said. “We will need 33 senators and we don’t have that.”
Between money from the Cares Act and the $40 million from LB 388 that is about a $90 million
investment in broadband, Brewer said. “That is pretty good shot in the arm.”
The second bill is LB 388, introduced by rural senator Bruce Bostelman. The bill is meant to give rural
internet customers more input on their broadband carrier.
In both bills, funding would only be available to companies offering service of 100 Mbps or greater
for both upload and download speeds (100-100).
PANDEMIC & BROADBAND
“The (COVID-19) pandemic really showed our need for (advanced) broadband,’ Mayer said. “It also
showed the gap in rural America.”
For Sanders’ two children, Wade, 17, and Josie, 14, “satellite was a mess for the kids on internet with
school. The service was slow” and unreliable.
Besides school her children are also very active in 4-H livestock judging. With satellite, they would
compete but, when they recorded their reasons for why they placed one animal ahead of another it
would take a long time to upload and get to where they needed to go.
“Now (with fiber). it is instead,” Sanders said.
Whether it is for remote schooling or business, Mayer said it is important for economic
development. People say they like the idea of living in a small town, but they need to be connected.
“Those living in rural America deserve good solid internet connections,” Mayer said.
LIVING RURAL, WORKING URBAN
For Paige Paradeis, the access to high speed internet made it possible for her to move home to
Hemingford in 2015. Though she lives in rural Nebraska the company she works for is in Chicago,
Illinois.
Paradeis works as a senior solutions architect a marketing company.
She was missing home and decided to move closer. Her original plan was to move to Denver,
Colorado, but after spending time in Hemingford, she said, “It was a breath of fresh air and I decided
to stay.”







A key reason was the high speed internet offered through fiber.
The company was new at the time and had employees in Chicago, Kansas City, Dallas and
Hemingford.
“I had the best internet out of everyone in our company at the time,” Paradeis, who lives on a ranch
13 miles outside of town, said. “It’s crazy but II was the only one who had fiber. They have caught
up.”
In today’s business world you are screen sharing, which Paradeis said takes a lot of bandwidth.
“You need speed and reliability,” she said. “Anything less than 25 (Mbps) is not working, you need
100-100.”
High speed broadband “opens up our opportunities for hiring,” Paradeis said. Before a company’s
hiring pool was much smaller, you had to live where you worked. That is what took Paradeis from
Nebraska to Chicago, now it is open to “anyone who has good internet.”
The fiber, which offers high speed internet, allows Paradeis to live in rural Nebraska while working
for a company in a large metropolitan area.
Today, Paradeis’ company has grown to include an Alliance, Nebraska graduate who lives in Omaha
and another western Nebraskan living 10 miles from Paradeis’ ranch.
‘SKY IS THE LIMIT’
“High speed broadband is the only way you can survive. You have to have fast instant internet,”
Sanders said. “Some of my reps are in small areas without fiber. They have had emails (pay invoices)
that have gotten stuck in outbox for two weeks.”
With fiber, there are no hold ups, she said.
The other day, Sanders said, her husband Tom, watched a bull sale live without any delays. When he
saw the bull he wanted, he put in a bid and purchased it as if he was at the sale itself.
“With broadband the sky is the limit, especially in smaller towns,” Mayer said. “It gives them a leg
up.”
By Brad Staman
 


KLKN: Two rallies discuss Second Amendment Sanctuary at the State Capitol
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KLKN) – Just over two weeks ago, Governor Pete Ricketts signed a proclamation
making Nebraska a Second Amendment Sanctuary State. On Friday, people on both sides of the
issue held rallies.
Freedom Rally USA, Nebraskans Against Government Overreach and the Nebraska Firearm Owners
Association hosted a 2nd Amendment Rally. Over 50 people attended the rally.
Advocates from across the state spoke to the audience. People also held signs and flags supporting
the right to bear arms.
“Our Governor Ricketts recently put through a proclamation that made Nebraska a second
sanctuary, so we really need our legislation to get their butts together and get through some actual
solid legislation that protects us from any federal overreach.”
Earlier in the day, those against the proclamation gathered at the Capitol. Those in attendance
criticized the government for not accepting immigrant children from the border earlier this month,
and then a day later proclaimed the sanctuary.
That rally featured signs supporting immigrant children as well as speakers.
“I don’t know that the second amendment is really under any threat at all, and the children who are
legally trying to find and seek asylum here and some of them have parents in the country that are
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waiting to be reunited with them,” Stand in for Nebraska volunteer Penny Costello explained. “They
are in danger.”
Ricketts’ proclamation, which is symbolic only, states that Nebraska “will continue to take any
necessary step to defend our right to keep and bear arms.”
By Allie Snow
 


GII: Internships vital to the Grand Island workforce
 
Last month was National Internship Awareness Month.
Career Edge Organization founded National Internship Awareness Month to celebrate the benefits
of internships and the opportunities they provide to students.
In Grand Island, the Grand Island Chamber of Commerce is working to access the numerous benefits
that internships can bring to the community workforce, said Cindy Johnson, chamber president.
Johnson said internship programs can be the key to finding future high-skilled employees — a
problem that more than 73% of Grand Island businesses say they are experiencing.
“By implementing a program, a business is also establishing a talent pipeline of future interns and
employees,” she said. “In fact, surveys on internship programs show that more than half of eligible
interns are likely to become full-time hires upon the end of their internship.”
But, nationwide, internship programs have been hurt by the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on
the economy, reports the news service Axios.
Axios reported the share of internship postings is down 15% from 2020, and 39% from 2019. But its
article also reported that internship-related searches recently are up 38% from 2020, though still
8.3% lower than 2019.
Johnson said internship programs allow employers to test-drive talent and determine if their interns
would be a good fit for the work and culture in a full-time role.
She said hiring interns can also benefit a business in other ways than just finding future employees.
“By hiring an intern, full-time staff can delegate their tasks to allow for time to take on more creative
high-level work that would otherwise go untouched,” Johnson said. “Interns also bring in a fresh,
new perspective to the company and can provide insight and individual skills to supplement the full-
time team’s work.”
At the chamber, Johnson said, internships have played an important role in its operation.
She said the chamber hired Courtney Lierman as an intern during her senior year at the University of
Nebraska at Kearney. Lierman is now chamber vice president in charge of talent pipeline.
Johnson said Lierman’s degree in advertising and public relations, along with her personality, work
ethic and drive, “fit perfectly with our needs.”
“We offered her a full-time position immediately,” she said. “We are keeping our fingers crossed
that our next intern who starts in May will be equally perfect for our organization.”
Developing high-demand, high-skill and high-paying career opportunities in Grand Island has been
identified as essential to the future economic growth of our community, Johnson said.
“For years, Grand Island business and community leaders have experienced the challenges of
meeting labor force needs without a traditional four-year college or university to attract young
people to the area,” she said.
Partnering with Wayne State College (WSC) and Grow Grand Island, Johnson said, the Grand Island
Area Chamber of Commerce has developed a strategy to bring young talent to the Grand Island area
by the 2024 school year: The Grand Island Cooperative Internship Program.







She said this co-op program will create a path for students to combine their classroom education
with real work experience at an area business.
“Students in the program will have scholarship support from WSC their first three years and then
spend their fourth year working full time at a Grand Island business,” Johnson said.
She said the co-op program will attract talent to Grand Island and improve the skills of the
community’s existing workforce.
“If we were able to bring in high-paying or high-skilled jobs, it would cause a ripple effect —
increasing wages, creating new jobs and meeting the ever-growing business needs,” Johnson said.
Beyond the Grand Island area, she said, Gov. Pete Ricketts and Tony Goins, director of the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development, gave five goals for the state of Nebraska this year.
Johnson said goal No. 2 states the importance of growing the workforce by developing, retaining and
attracting talent.
“This issue of strengthening the workforce is not just local, but a statewide priority,” she said.
“Internships are just a small stepping stone in the advancement of Grand Island’s present and future
workforce.”
For more information, call 308-382-9210 or go to gichamber.com.
By Robert Pore
 


NE Farmer: Switzer Ranch named Nebraska Leopold award winner
 
The Switzer Ranch of Loup County, operated by Bruce and Sue Ann Switzer and their children, Sarah
Sortum and Adam Switzer, has been selected as the 2021 Nebraska Leopold Conservation Award
winner.
Given in honor of renowned conservationist Aldo Leopold, the award recognizes farmers, ranchers
and forestland owners who inspire others with their dedication to land, water and wildlife habitat
resources in their care.
In Nebraska, the award is presented annually by the Sand County Foundation, American Farmland
Trust, Alliance for the Future of Agriculture in Nebraska, Cargill, and the Nebraska Environmental
Trust.
About the ranch
Sarah Sortum and Adam Switzer are siblings and fourth-generation ranchers committed to the
stewardship of Switzer Ranch. They express a land ethic passed down from their parents, Bruce and
Sue Ann, by implementing agricultural conservation practices and connecting others with nature.
In addition to custom-grazing beef cattle on 12,000 acres of native prairie, the Switzer family also
operates a nature-based tourism business. Calamus Outfitters offers lodging, event space, river float
trips, and eco-tours of the Sandhills.
“Our focus really started to shift from being solely a cow-calf operation to being an operation with
biodiversity goals about 12 years ago,” Sarah says.
To accomplish these goals, the family used the ecological processes that helped shape the Great
Plains — fire and grazing. A huge motivator for the family was the rapidly disappearing habitat of
native prairie grouse.
“At the time, we didn’t realize the plight that grassland birds were in,” Sarah recalls. “If this is their
last stronghold, we have got to step up and make sure we provide what they need to survive.”
With assistance from Audubon Nebraska and the World Wildlife Fund, the Switzers learned about
bird counting, bird behavior and other details about the greater prairie chicken and sharp-tailed
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grouse. They realized small changes to their ranch management plans could make a big difference
for these resident birds that don’t migrate elsewhere. 
Protecting bird habitat
The Switzers located and documented with GPS the birds’ breeding grounds on the ranch. This
helped prioritize which areas to target for removal of invasive species that threaten bird habitat.
With a life span of about five years for the prairie chickens, the Switzers wanted to be sure they
quickly focused on the right pockets of the ranch.
“A lot can happen in five years, as far as damaging a whole generation of birds,” Sarah says. 
The Switzers received cost-share from the Sandhills Task Force and Nebraska Game and Parks for
invasive tree removal and prescribed burns.
With support from local USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service staff, they installed wildlife-
friendly fencing, added wildlife escape ramps in their watering tanks, and implemented bird and
wildlife-friendly haying practices. Land along the Calamus River was placed in a conservation
easement with The Nature Conservancy.  
The Switzers have met the biodiversity goals they set out to achieve 12 years ago with the use of fire
and rotational grazing. They showed that ranchers can create bird and wildlife habitat, while
improving water quality, soil health and root systems in the environmentally sensitive Sandhills.
Not only did their efforts lead to an uptick in bird watchers visiting the ranch, but when Audubon
Nebraska designated the ranch as an Important Bird Area, it was among the first private properties
in Nebraska with that designation.
Always looking to connect others to the importance of grassland bird habitat, the Switzers even
played host to a fun and educational Prairie Chicken Festival.
Resiliency is defined on some ranches as the conservation of natural resources. For others, it’s
ensuring future economic viability. At Switzer Ranch, these attributes go hand in hand. 
Announcement of award
The announcement of the award was made by Gov. Pete Ricketts in advance of Earth Day. The
Switzers will be presented with the $10,000 award during a ceremony honoring them later this year.
“As Nebraska agriculture continues its excellent work in balancing the need for clean air, water and
managing wildlife habitat with the demand for economically sustainable food production, it is
inspiring to know the Switzer family has been doing it for generations,” says Steve Martin, Alliance
for the Future of Agriculture in Nebraska executive director. “They manage their ranch in a
way which benefits the cattle, bird habitat and agritourism all at the same time.”
“Cargill understands sustainable beef starts on the ranch. The Switzer family dovetails productive
ranch practices to benefit the prairie bird population and their business, making them sustainable
into the future” says Sammy Renteria, general manager of Cargill in Schuyler. “We salute their
devotion to productive ranching while providing quality habitat for wildlife in Loup County and
Taylor.”
Mark Brohman, Nebraska Environmental Trust executive director notes, “The Switzer Ranch has
demonstrated how an active ranch can diversify and be successful at raising cattle, involve
multigenerations, protect wildlife, improve grazing and habitat, and operate a thriving tourism
business. Sarah and her family have grown Calamus Outfitters into a premier nature-based
operation that showcases central Nebraska to the world and is very deserving of
the Leopold Conservation Award.”
“As the national sponsor for Sand County Foundation’s Leopold Conservation Award, American
Farmland Trust celebrates the hard work and dedication of the Nebraska recipient,” adds John Piotti,







AFT president and CEO. “At AFT, we believe that conservation in agriculture requires a focus on the
land, the practices and the people, and this award recognizes the integral role of all three.”
“Recipients of this award are real-life examples of conservation-minded agriculture,” says Kevin
McAleese, Sand County Foundation president and CEO. “These hardworking families are essential to
our environment, food system and rural economy.”
Last year, Nebraska landowners were encouraged to apply or be nominated for the award.
Applications were reviewed by an independent panel of agricultural and conservation leaders. The
2020 recipient was Ed and Leta Olson of Craig, Neb.   
The Leopold Conservation Award in Nebraska is made possible thanks to the generous contributions
from American Farmland Trust, Cargill, Nebraska Environmental Trust, Alliance for the Future of
Agriculture in Nebraska, Sand County Foundation, Farm Credit Services of America, Audubon
Nebraska, Lyle Sittler Memorial Fund, McDonald’s, Nebraska Department of Agriculture, Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission, Nebraska Land Trust, Rainwater Basin Joint Venture, Sandhills Task
Force, Tri-State Generation & Transmission Association, USDA NRCS, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
World Wildlife Fund — Northern Great Plains, and Green Cover Seed.
The Sand County Foundation presents the Leopold Conservation Award to private landowners in 22
states for extraordinary achievement in voluntary conservation. For more information on the award,
visit leopoldconservationaward.org.
 


LJS: Herbster says he'd focus on tax, school funding reform if elected governor
 
After a statewide tour that took him into 14 communities, Charles Herbster is preparing to deliver a
message that he is the right gubernatorial candidate to lead the way to fundamental tax and school
funding reform.
"These systems were built in the 1960s and neither totally fits the needs of the state today,"
Herbster said during an interview in Lincoln on Thursday following an opening campaign blitz that
stretched from Omaha to Scottsbluff.
"That's the greatest challenge," he said. "And people are trying to put a Band-Aid on it.
"I say let's lay everything on the table and decide we're going to sit here together and figure out a
total new and revised system for education and taxes."
Nebraska needs to develop a plan for raising state revenue and funding local schools that is more
equitable and fair for all Nebraskans, he said, while "making sure the state is much more attractive
to keep young people here."
No, Herbster said, he has not asked former President Donald Trump for his endorsement — and he
won't do that even though he obviously would greatly welcome it.
Herbster has been closely associated with the former president, serving as an agricultural adviser
and an invited participant in White House and Trump social events, including Christmas parties,
election night gatherings and events at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Florida.
He was at Trump Tower in 2015 when the former president rode down the escalator into the history
books and four seats away from Rush Limbaugh in the gallery when Trump looked up and awarded
Limbaugh the Presidential Medal of Freedom during his 2020 State of the Union address to a joint
session of Congress.
Herbster also was at the rally that Trump addressed Jan. 6 in Washington prior to the storming of
the U.S. Capitol by hundreds of its participants.
"I was sick," he said. "I am absolutely against any type of violence."
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Despite his long association with Trump — which he says actually extends back 16 years — Herbster
said: "I will never ask him for an endorsement. He will make that decision."
Kellyanne Conway, a close Trump confidante who served as senior counselor to the former
president, joined Herbster when he launched his campaign in Fremont on Monday.
If there is an endorsement, Herbster said, yes, presumably there could be a fundraising event or
even an opportunity to "take him, my friend, across the state."
And that potentially could impact the dynamics of this GOP gubernatorial contest that is underway
more than a year before the 2022 primary election.
Aware that a number of key figures in the Nebraska Republican Party, including close associates of
Gov. Pete Ricketts, already are lining up in support of GOP gubernatorial candidate Jim Pillen of
Columbus, Herbster said: "I think the state party needs to be fair and equitable toward every
Republican candidate."
Herbster already has chosen a lieutenant governor running mate with deep party ties: Theresa
Thibodeau of Omaha, former Douglas County GOP chairwoman and a former state senator
appointed by Ricketts.
The governor has signaled that he expects to endorse a gubernatorial candidate later. Jessica
Flanagain, who managed Ricketts' successful 2018 reelection campaign, is general consultant to the
Pillen campaign.
Herbster said he believes that no one is better prepared to "bring the state together" than he is after
a career in agriculture and business that has thrived on sales and communication skills.
Herbster operates Herbster Angus Farms in Falls City and is the owner and CEO of Conklin, an
agriculture and manufacturing distribution company based in Kansas City, Missouri.
"There's still an issue between the eastern and western sides of the state," he said, and a need to
bring the state together.
Herbster describes himself as a born-again Christian and says he is "absolutely in the corner for
school choice."
And he said he is prepared for the campaign shots that he knows are coming.
"I was not able to pay property taxes on time for three years while I was trying to make payroll," he
said. "The only one I was hurting was me. I paid a very hefty late fine and 14% interest."
There are some speeding tickets, Herbster said, and there will be ongoing accusations that he
actually lives in Kansas City.
"I have never lived in Kansas City, although I have a potential second home there that is used as a
guest office for people who sometimes come and stay," Herbster said.
"I'm waiting for all the stuff that's going to come," he said, but his approach will be to "just outwork
everybody" and to listen.
"When I'm out west, I hear people saying that the people in Lincoln just aren't listening," Herbster
said.
"They know they can't get exactly what they want, but they want to feel that somebody's listening."
By Don Walton
 


Columbus Telegram: Herbster stops in Columbus, talks candidacy for governor
 
After recently announcing his intention to run for governor of Nebraska, Republican Charles
Herbster stopped by Columbus on Thursday morning during a campaign tour.
Herbster explained the three main issues facing Nebraska: The state’s tax base, education and







immigration.
“There's a tremendous opportunity in Nebraska to continue what we already have … and we have a
great state, great area -- the center of the food basket of the world,” the fourth generation
Nebraskan said. “But I think we've got some things we can do in the state, particularly on taxes,
education and immigration. I think all of those are key issues.”
The current tax structure in Nebraska is concerning because of the number of college graduates
leaving the state to take advantage of better tax bases in other areas, Herbster said.
“If we continue that, our population is going to go down rather than up, and we have so much
resource here in the state to attract businesses to build businesses from agriculture on the west side
of the state to manufacturing on the east side of the state,” Herbster said.
State officials have attempted to better the problem but Nebraska’s taxes still aren’t where they
need to be, he added. Herbster noted South Dakota’s tax structure and how tax issues have been at
the forefront of Nebraskans' minds.
“I look at the exemptions they have, I look at the exemptions Nebraska has, I look at a consumption
tax,” he said. “I think there's a whole lot of things we can do to make it somewhat more equitable,
and I think people are ready, they're ready to sit down and discuss that and talk about building an
entirely new structure that fits 2021 (that) doesn't fit what was taking place in the 1980s or even
back in the 1960s.”
As for immigration, Herbster said that “thousands” are now crossing the border into the United
States, with a chunk of them ending up in Nebraska, Kansas and North and South Dakotas; that is an
ongoing issue that needs focus, he added.
Additionally, Herbster said education is an important topic to him as he’s made philanthropic efforts
to help young students, such as a scholarship program.
“We want to work on making sure Nebraska has (a) choice of schools, whether it's private, public,
church, whatever choice of education. There's nobody that can make that decision better than
parents,” he said.
A Falls City native, Herbster operates Herbster Angus Falls in his hometown. He’s also the owner and
CEO of Conklin, an agriculture and manufacturing distribution company.
Notably, Herbster served as chairman of the Agriculture and Rural Advisory Committee for former
President Donald Trump.
Gov. Pete Ricketts’ second term ends in January 2023. Also seeking the 2022 Republication
nomination is Platte County native Jim Pillen.
Pillen founded Pillen Family Farms in 1993 and followed that with DNA Genetics in 2012; both
businesses are now run by Pillen’s children, The Telegram reported April 7. He’s the current
chairman of the University of Nebraska Board of Regents and has served on the board of numerous
Columbus organizations.
Pillen previously told The Telegram that state leaders must grow the economy and fix property tax
issues.
He’s also focused on K-12 education, protecting life, developing infrastructure, protecting the
second amendment and supporting law enforcement, according to his campaign website.
“I think Nebraska is the greatest place on the planet to live because of all of the people, and I’m a big
believer in collaboration and leadership,” Pillen told The Telegram in early April. “I think leadership
and bringing people together to work hard to find common ground is important – it’s important to
bring people together. I don’t have every answer, but I know when we bring people together, we can
find solutions.”







Herbster said he’s not going to focus on the other candidates in his campaign – just on what he can
do for Nebraska.
“Columbus, I know it relatively well – probably not as well as Jim does because I don't live here – but
I know it's a city of a lot of manufacturing opportunities, and we need to expand those and make
sure that we're making … less regulation, less taxes, more freedom,” Herbster said. “I think
everybody in Nebraska, whether you're in Omaha or you're out in Sydney, I think that's what people
really want.”
By Hannah Schrodt
 


Progressive Farmer: Nebraska and EPA Look for Solution
 
OMAHA (DTN) -- Agricultural corn seed giants started working on a containment strategy as
Nebraska environmental regulators began taking stock of the pesticide and fungicide contamination
at an ethanol plant that processed treated seeds almost exclusively.
Seed companies stepped in and hired a company to take over environmental cleanup at the AltEn
LLC ethanol plant, capable of producing 24 million gallons per year, outside Mead, Nebraska, about
20 minutes from the suburbs of Omaha.
AltEn shut down its plant in early February after the Nebraska Department of Environment and
Energy (NDEE) issued an emergency order to cease operations at the plant on Feb. 4 following
numerous environmental violations. AltEn completed shutdown on Feb. 8.
However, cold weather several days later led a pipe to burst at the plant, causing 4 million gallons of
pesticide-filled water to flow downstream.
Records provided to DTN also show state regulators began to query seed companies such as Bayer
and Syngenta about the regulations for disposing treated seed, including questions about how to
clean up millions of gallons of water in lagoons contaminated with pesticides, and whether millions
of pounds of discarded treated seeds should be composted.
Nebraska's attorney general filed a lawsuit in early March to officially shut down the plant. The
environmental situation created at AltEn reached a level that Nebraska's unicameral Legislature
voted unanimously 48-0 on Thursday for final passage on a bill that would ban ethanol companies
from using treated corn seeds in the state. The bill goes to Gov. Pete Ricketts. If signed into law,
Nebraska would be the first state to officially ban ethanol plants from processing treated seed.
AltEn is one of just two known ethanol plants in the country that accepted treated seed. The second,
in Kansas, is licensed for only 2 million gallons of production and processes significantly smaller
volumes of treated seed.
In its efforts to advertise its services as a location to dispose of treated seed, AltEn sent out emails
last year stating that it was under "long-term contract" to accept discards from many major seed
companies, including Monsanto (now owned by Bayer), Syngenta, Dow (now owned by Corteva),
AgReliant and Land O'Lakes (now owned by Winfield United). AltEn advertised it accepted the
treated seed at no charge.
AltEn advertised that it was still accepting the treated seed even after state officials had banned
AltEn from allowing the leftover wet cake to be used as an area soil conditioner.
DTN has requested interviews with the named companies but those requests were not granted by
posting time.
Management and ownership for AltEn also have not responded to repeated requests for interview
by DTN.







ADDRESSING THE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Without specifying the potential contamination risks, NDEE on April 29 issued a statement that the
department is now working "with the support of the Environmental Protection Agency" to address
the environmental issues at AltEn.
"NDEE and EPA are exploring all available options for addressing the environmental issues at the
site," NDEE stated.
Jim Macy, director of NDEE, also credited "seed industry representatives" who are now working at
AltEn voluntarily to deal with emergency measures to reduce the level of wastewater in lagoons and
put in some stormwater measures to prevent discharges from the land piles of distillers grains.
The site has tens of millions of gallons of wastewater filled with high levels of neonicotinoid
pesticides and fungicides exceeding EPA safety levels. Another 84,000 metric tons of distillers grains
(equivalent to about 10 million bushels of treated seed) are piled on the site. State inspectors are
testing soils in and around the site for leaching contamination.
While the water and potential ground contamination came from millions of bushels of discarded
seed by the major seed companies at the ethanol plant over multiple years, Macy still credited the
industry for "proactive" measures to deal with the current contamination.
"These actions are a crucial next step at the facility as more permanent solutions are investigated,"
Macy said.
Macy's statement noted that EPA is now working with the state and "discussing a long-term
commitment by the seed industry to fully address the environmental issues at the site.
The Nebraska Sierra Club on Thursday sent an action alert to its members, calling on them to
demand an investigation into the quantities of pesticides and fungicides in the wastewater and piles
of wet cake. The Sierra Club described the situation as a "ticking time bomb."
"I really can't wrap my head around the fact that the seed companies were dumping contaminated
seed there for years without realizing there were going to be problems," said Al Davis, a former
Nebraska state senator who now lobbies for the Sierra Club in the state. "The seed companies have
good scientific engineers that are working for them. Did they know what's going on? It's
disingenuous to say they are going to come in and solve all of our problems because they're the ones
that really caused the problems in the first place."
Corteva, which owns the Pioneer seed corn brand, told DTN in an emailed statement that it was
"fully committed to following all laws and guidelines for the safe use and discard of treated seed."
EPA's VIEW ON TREATED SEED
EPA, the agency in charge of registering pesticides, doesn't track pesticides used in seed treatments
the way it does other pesticides. That's because seeds coated with pesticides fall under a legal
exemption from EPA monitoring for "pesticide-treated articles," along with products like pesticide-
treated lumber. As a result, the only federal laws governing treated seeds are found on the seed
treatment product labels, which warn users not to use them for feed purposes and instruct them to
dispose of treated seed by burying them away from bodies of water.
Because many pesticide-coated seeds qualify as a hazardous waste material, their disposal can fall
under various state laws governing hazardous waste management -- as it has in Mead. A few states,
such as Vermont and New York, have also created legislation requiring their state pesticide
regulatory agencies to monitor and track treated seeds. But, for the most part, seed companies
follow their own industry-created and industry-policed guidelines for proper disposal, found
here: https://pesticidestewardship.org/….
A COCKTAIL OF PESTICIDES ON THE MOVE
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The chemicals coated on the treated seed found at AltEn are mostly insecticides and fungicides.
Neonicotinoids are the most numerous insecticides found at the AltEn facility grounds and in ponds
and surface water around the facility. This class of insecticides have been widely used by seed
companies to protect a range of crop seeds from soil insects for the past decade. The fungicides are
mostly from the QoI (strobilurin) and triazole groups, which are also popular choices for coating on
seed to protect it from early season soil diseases. Seed treated with these fungicides and insecticides
is now ubiquitous in the corn industry, with more than 90% of corn seed treated upstream by
companies before it is sold to retailers and farmers, according to a 2019 Kynetec survey.
After the AltEn pipe rupture on Feb. 12, NDEE began collecting more downstream samples. At least
one farm pond five miles from the ethanol plant had tests showing neonicotinoid insecticides, which
EPA says are a danger to fish and other wildlife.
Although the insecticides and fungicides are applied to the seed in small amounts, EPA and state
regulators in Nebraska have found high concentrations of them in the DDGs, wet cake, wastewater
and storm runoff from the AltEn facility. Sampling conducted by the state in 2019 through 2021 has
revealed concentrations of neonicotinoids in the facility's lagoons and surrounding land that were
sometimes tens of thousands of times greater than levels that academic scientists and regulators
have found to be safe for humans, animals and insects, including bees.
For example, in his work with colleagues at Purdue University, entomologist Christian Krupke has
found that concentrations of the neonicotinoid insecticide clothianidin (sold as Poncho by Bayer)
ranging from 2 to 1,200 parts per billion (ppb) would kill 50% of aquatic insects exposed. In pollen
and nectar, concentrations as low as 4 ppb over two days can be fatal to adult honeybees, according
to EPA.
For humans, EPA's maximum acceptable levels of neonicotinoids in food and water range from 4 to
70 ppb per day.
In the wastewater lagoons of AltEn, regulators found clothianidin at levels ranging from 7,000 ppb
up to 112,000 ppb between April and December 2019. Another neonicotinoid, thiamethoxam (sold
as Cruiser by Syngenta), was found at levels ranging from 2,400 ppb to 35,400 ppb in that same time
period.
"Those levels are extremely high and likely lethal to any insect," Krupke told DTN. Neonicotinoids are
extremely water soluble, meaning that they dissolve easily in water and then remain stable in
groundwater, able to travel long distances in it. Even if those amounts lessened as water moved
away from the facility in rain, leeching and storm runoff, "it would take an awful lot of dilution to get
these concentrations to an environmentally benign level," Krupke said.
When EPA sampled soil and surface water 1 mile downstream from AltEn's facility in early March,
clothianidin levels were at 540 ppb. When regulators ventured more than 5.6 miles away from the
facility and collected surface water, clothianidin levels still came in at 90 ppb.
In a resident's pond located about 7 miles southeast from the Mead facility, near the town of
Ashland, state regulators detected clothianidin concentrations at 50.3 ppb and thiamethoxam
concentrations at 60.6 ppb on March 26.
HONEY BEES SOUND THE ALARM ON PESTICIDE EXPOSURE
While federal and state regulators and residents in and around Mead and Ashland are still working
to understand the full extent of human and wildlife exposure to these levels, the pesticide
contamination at AltEn appears to have had negative effects on nearby wildlife.
For the past four years, bee researchers have watched their honeybee colonies collapse and die off
at the Eastern Nebraska Research and Extension Center (ENREC) in Mead, located about 4 miles







from the AltEn facility.
Since 2017, UNL's lab has lost every hive university entomologists have tried to start -- over 36 hives
-- affecting the research program by roughly $21,000 for the cost of bees, contaminated equipment,
and lost honey revenue, Judy Wu-Smart, a Nebraska Extension entomologist, wrote in a paper she
published last August.
The Nebraska researchers' bees have served as the region's canary in the coalmine, Wu-Smart said
in her paper. "Bees are biological indicators of the surrounding environment, and unfortunately,
pollinator protection policies currently prevents regulatory agencies from investigating these
beekills, because the colonies did not die from a misuse of a pesticide application but rather likely
from contaminated water and forage (nectar/pollen)," she wrote.
"(T)he inability to keep bees alive around ENREC indicates a greater ... concern highlighting the
urgent need to examine potential impacts on local communities and wildlife as well as other
research programs at ENREC," she concluded.
By scrutinizing the timing and duration of the die-offs, as well as testing pesticide residue in
milkweed at their research facility, the researchers pinpointed AltEn as the source of the
contamination, as the cocktails of fungicides and insecticides flowed south through streams, ditches
and water channels into and around the beehives.
Water has not been the pesticide contamination's only route of exposure, however. The Nebraska
Department of Agriculture has also received reports of geese and other birds, as well as pets,
becoming sick and dying after AltEn sold its contaminated wet cake to farmers to apply to their fields
as a soil amendment, Wu-Smart said in her paper.
Emails show that as far back as October 2016, Nebraska Extension specialists were raising concerns
about AltEn's use of treated seed, but they were told AltEn had the proper air, compost and
wastewater permits necessary to operate.
COMPANIES BECOME INVOLVED
Following a records request, NDEE provided DTN with a series of emails involving Bayer and
Syngenta.
Within days of the Feb. 12 pipe burst, NDEE legal counsel met virtually with Bayer officials and an
attorney who specializes in superfund negotiations and litigation. Talk revolved around the
potentially significant environmental emergency related to the disposal of treated seed and the pipe
burst.
Bayer representatives on the call included an attorney involved in health, safety and environment
and real estate law; Bayer Crop Science state government affairs lead for the south-central United
States based in Texas; and a partner with the law firm Spencer Fane who has represented clients
across the country on environmental enforcement cases and site cleanups and worked at EPA for 15
years.
On Feb. 21, Macy forwarded an email to Bayer from a company named Clean Harbors. The
communication outlined a draft incident action plan to clean up after the pipe burst. The message
does not indicate who hired Clean Harbors, but Macy continued to forward emails on the company's
cleanup work to staff at Bayer.
A Bayer spokesperson confirmed the company "has been providing resources on the ground since
mid-February supporting the State of Nebraska response team as they address the situation at the
AltEn ethanol plant. Those efforts have included hiring an environmental remediation company to
help AltEn respond to the February spill at the site. We have also commissioned the environmental
remediation company to install three holding tanks with a storage capacity of more than 10 million







gallons and begin the process of filtering and processing water in the storage lagoons onsite."
COMPOSTING QUESTIONED
NDEE Environmental Engineer Hillary Stoll also reached out to experts in academia and others,
questioning whether composting was an effective way to dispose of treated seed.
Stoll contacted Clyde Ogg, pesticide safety extension educator at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
and a contributor to the pesticide stewardship website, asking for basic information about the safety
of composting treated seed.
"I noticed at the bottom of the page it says that composting is never recommended for pesticide-
treated seed," Stoll said in an email to Ogg.
"Would this also apply to byproducts from an ethanol process with high amounts of pesticides? I
have started looking into this but wanted to reach out since you are an expert in this area."
Stoll also was put in contact with a stewardship manager for Syngenta based in North Carolina who
trains people who treat the seeds.
In a March 2, 2021, email, the Syngenta manager said a key recommendation to customers is to
"never compost treated seed," and "careful planning of the quantity of seed you need is essential
since disposal of treated seed may be a problem."
 


WJAG: Pregnant women OK to get COVID-19 vaccines
 
LINCOLN - It is being reported that COVID-19 vaccines are safe for pregnant women.
The impact those vaccines have on pregnant women was the topic of a Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services virtual press conference Thursday.
Dr. Emily Patel, Maternal-Fetal Medicine Specialist at Methodist Women’s Hospital said there have
been over 30,000 pregnant women who have been looked at through the vaccine reporting system
in the past couple of months and there haven’t been any safety signals.
Patel said there’s also pregnant animal data that shows no complications and they’re now getting
data that shows fetal benefits.
"What we're seeing now and what we have demonstrated is that these newborns to moms who
have had the vaccine have antibodies. So the moms are developing those antibodies and then
they're crossing over into the fetus and they're born with some level of protection. What that means
long-term over the next six months or year and how well that protects them is unknown."
Patel said pregnant women who have yet to get a vaccine and test positive for COVID-19 should let
their primary care provider know right away as they might be at higher risk for complications.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


LJS: COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations on the decline. Has Nebraska turned the corner?
 
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations in Nebraska both dropped sharply last week, signaling that the
state might be turning a corner and avoiding a "fourth wave" of the disease.
According to the Department of Health and Human Services, there were 1,745 cases in the seven-
day period that ended Wednesday, a decline of more than 30% from the previous week. Over the
past three weeks, the average number of daily cases has fallen by almost half, from 491 to 249.
The number of people hospitalized also has declined sharply, dropping from 168 on April 18 to 128
as of Thursday.
The patients who are hospitalized tend to be younger than they were a couple of months ago and







usually are not as sick. At Bryan Health, for example, there has not been a COVID-19 patient who has
needed a ventilator in more than two weeks.
While those are encouraging signs, health experts say it's too early to declare victory over the
pandemic, which is now nearly 14 months old in Nebraska.
Dr. Mark Rupp, chief of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s infectious diseases division, said
it's clear that COVID-19 vaccination rates are reaching a level where they are having a "beneficial
effect," but there's still a long way to go.
"I think it's way too early to get complacent and to feel like we are done with this pandemic," Rupp
said.
As of Thursday, nearly 56% of Nebraskans 16 and older had received at least one dose of either the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, and more than 42% were fully vaccinated with two shots of Pfizer or
Moderna or one shot of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
In Lancaster County, those numbers are even higher, at about 66% partially vaccinated and 46.6%
fully vaccinated.
That's above the 40% threshold that many health experts consider to be a milestone based on the
results in Israel, which saw a steep decline in cases once it reached a 40% vaccination rate.
"When you get to somewhere between 40% and 50%, I believe you’re going to start seeing real
change, the start of a precipitous drop in cases,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, chief medical adviser to
President Joe Biden, told the Wall Street Journal earlier this week.
Dr. Bob Rauner, president of the Partnership for a Healthy Lincoln and chief medical officer of
OneHealth Nebraska, said he's "cautiously optimistic" that vaccines are having an effect on COVID-19
cases and hospitalizations.
"I think we may be hitting a threshold of vaccination that is working if we can keep it up," Rauner
said.
Keeping up the vaccination pace is something that might be difficult, however.
Only about 5,500 Lancaster County residents got a first vaccine dose last week, down from 15,000
the previous week and the lowest total since the week ending Feb. 26.
Total vaccinations, including first and second doses, numbered about 11,500 last week, down from
24,600 a week earlier.
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director Pat Lopez said the county received 8,200 new
doses this week but will not be getting any new doses next week because it has enough currently to
meet demand.
"We expect to continue to make steady progress in our vaccination efforts, but in smaller
increments than we’ve seen previously," she said.
The Health Department plans to shift to holding smaller-scale clinics in the community in the coming
weeks.
"These clinics will provide residents with additional options that help make vaccination accessible,
convenient and close to home,” Lopez said.
The decrease in the number of Lancaster County residents getting vaccinated mirrors a statewide
trend. State health officials said 93,284 doses of the vaccines were administered last week in
Nebraska, which was less than half the 211,057 doses the state reported a week earlier.
According to the New York Times, Nebraska has fallen to the middle of the pack in vaccinations,
ranking 25th among the states and Washington, D.C., for percentage of people who have had at
least one shot. It is a bit higher for percentage of people fully vaccinated, ranking 17th.
Dr. Kevin Reichmuth, a Lincoln pulmonologist, said there was very good demand early on for vaccine







from high-risk groups such as the elderly and people with medical conditions, as well as from health
care workers.
And when you combine the number of people vaccinated with those who have had COVID-19 and
recovered, the population is getting closer to herd immunity levels, he said.
"I feel really good (about) where we're at," Reichmuth said.
But that does not negate the need for younger, healthier people to get vaccinated, he said, noting
that Michigan was in a good place and seeing a large decline in cases before it became the worst hot
spot in the U.S. over the past few weeks.
"It's not impossible that we could go backward if people become complacent," Reichmuth said.
A big factor in Michigan's outbreak has been people getting infected by COVID-19 variant strains,
something that's showing up more and more in Nebraska.
As of Wednesday, the state Department of Health and Human Services reported 594 known variant
cases, more than 80% of which are the U.K. strain of the virus, which is the dominant strain in most
of the U.S. That's more than double the number of variant cases from just two weeks ago.
Rupp said vaccines are much more effective against variant strains of COVID-19 than natural
immunity is. In fact, he said many of the cases of reinfection he sees in people who have already had
the disease are caused by variants.
He also said that the more people who get vaccinated, the more it reduces potential spread of the
disease, which makes it less likely that new variants will emerge.
Rauner said a new variant emerging is one of the things he's most concerned about, along with
waning immunity in people who had mild cases of the disease and the relaxing of mask mandates
too soon.
There are few places outside of Lincoln and Omaha that still require masks, even though
transmission rates in most areas are higher than levels recommended to go without masks.
Rupp said case rates across Nebraska are at levels of about 15-20 per 100,000 people and they need
to be at 5 or below for masking to no longer be necessary.
Both Rupp and Rauner also believe that masks should remain in schools until vaccinations are
available to children.
Rupp said he didn't want to speculate on when that will be, but hopes approval will come sometime
during the summer.
Though younger children tend to have milder cases of COVID-19, they still can spread the disease,
and Rauner said getting them vaccinated as soon as possible is important.
"If we can get the vaccine to family physician and pediatrician offices, they can concentrate on
getting as many kids as possible vaccinated this summer at their school and sports physicals," he
said. "If we can do that effectively, we would make a ton of progress toward achieving herd
immunity and may be able to delete masks in middle school and high school kids when they come
back to school in August."
Even if enough people get vaccinated to reach a level needed to be considered here immunity, it
won't mean the end of COVID-19, Rupp said, but the more people who get vaccinated, the more
manageable the disease will be.
He said Nebraska's progress so far is a good start.
"Clearly, we're well down the road to getting this to be something we can all deal with and live with,"
Rupp said.
By Matt Olberding
 







LJS: UNL sorority enters quarantine after COVID outbreak in house
 
Members of Alpha Phi at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln are being quarantined following a
coronavirus outbreak in the sorority.
UNL notified the campus that members of the sorority are quarantined per guidance from the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.
It's the first time since last fall, when several clusters were reported in Greek houses and dormitories
on campus, that UNL has asked residents of a housing unit to quarantine.
According to UNL's coronavirus dashboard, there have been 78 positive cases reported since April
14.
A total of 3,017 positive cases have been reported since Aug. 12, 2020, when UNL students returned
to campus for the 2020-21 school year.
The overall positivity rate on campus remains low, however, at 0.59%, which is down from 0.66% the
previous week.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: Lancaster County reports 27 new cases of COVID-19, fully vaccinated nearing 50%
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported 27 new cases of COVID-19 on Saturday. 
Lancaster County has reported a total of 30,973 cases of COVID-19 and 232 deaths since the start of
the pandemic. According to the Lancaster County COVID-19 Dashboard, about 47.5% of the adult
population -- specifically 116,891 individuals -- is fully vaccinated. The health department reported
that 162,999 people have received at least one dose of a vaccine. 
Vaccination efforts have shifted from large-scale operations to targeted clinics, including clinics for
high school students across the county last week.
Next week, clinics are planned for the Center for People in Need, Airpark and Belmont recreation
centers and the Lancaster Event Center. Appointments can also be made for drive-thru clinics at
Gateway Mall.
To make an appointment, register at COVID19.lincoln.ne.gov or call 402-441-8006 between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on weekdays. 
By Libby Seline
 


LJS: Lancaster County reports 32 new cases of COVID-19
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported 32 new cases of COVID-19 on Sunday.
Lancaster County has reported a total of 31,005 cases of COVID-19 and 232 deaths since the start of
the pandemic.
For the week ending Friday, there were 247 cases reported in the county, which is down from 300
the week prior.
According to the Lancaster County COVID-19 Dashboard, about 48.7% of the adult population —
119,899 residents — is fully vaccinated. At least 163,356 county residents have received at least one
dose of a vaccine.
Next week, vaccination clinics are planned for the Center for People in Need, Airpark and Belmont
recreation centers and the Lancaster Event Center. Appointments can also be made for drive-thru
clinics at Gateway Mall.
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To make an appointment, register at COVID19.lincoln.ne.gov or call 402-441-8006 between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on weekdays.
By Alex Lantz
 


GII: More COVID-19 patients hospitalized this week
 
The number of COVID-19 patients hospitalized in the Central District Health Department area rose
from one person last week to six people this week.
Those patients represent 7.23% of available beds. Two of the COVID-19 patients were on ventilators
as of Friday.
Central District Health also learned of a COVID-related death on April 17, bringing fatalities in the
three-county area to 149.
As of April 24, the positivity rate was 12%. Two weeks earlier, that number was 8%. CDHD Health
Director Teresa Anderson says the department’s goal is a positivity rate of less than 5%.
CDHD reported 17 new COVID-19 cases this week, an increase of one since last week.
On the bright side, the risk dial dropped from 1.5 to 1.1.
The 14-day case count is at 82, a decrease of two since last week.
CDHD has administered 18,548 vaccinations.
Mary Lanning Healthcare announced Friday that TestNebraska is ending on its Hastings campus.
Terri Brown, director of CDHD Laboratory Services, said there has been a dramatic decrease in the
number of people asking to be tested. TestNebraska was initiated at MLH in August 2020 and has
provided testing for thousands of patients.
Patients can go to testnebraska.com to find alternate locations for service.
Mary Lanning family care clinics will be offering testing to their patients.
By Jeff Bahr
 


OWH: COVID antibodies produced by South Dakota cattle to be tested in NIH trial
 
Human antibodies produced by a herd of South Dakota dairy cattle are being tested as a potential
treatment for COVID-19.
The cattle, a Holstein mix, have been genetically modified to have a partially human immune system.
During a clinical trial sponsored by the National Institutes of Health, two different doses of the cow-
produced antibodies are being tested in people with mild to moderate COVID-19.
SAB Biotherapeutics, the Sioux Falls biotech firm that developed the antibody-producing technology,
announced late last month that the first patient in the trial already had received a dose of the
antibodies, a product called SAB-185.
Eddie Sullivan, SAB’s co-founder, president and CEO, called the trial a “significant milestone” for the
company.
While effective COVID vaccines now are widely available in the United States, he said, they’re not
the only story. Treatments still will be needed, just as both vaccines and treatments are needed to
combat influenza, another virus with a high ability to mutate.
“You need to think of it as bookends,” he said of the two strategies.
Indeed, monoclonal antibody therapies have been used throughout the pandemic. But the
company’s product, Sullivan said, produces a polyclonal response, meaning the antibodies can bind
to more than one site on the coronavirus. Monoclonal antibodies, as the name suggests, can bind to
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only one. Humans naturally fight disease through a polyclonal response.
That could be important at a time when variants of the coronavirus have begun to outmaneuver
some monoclonal antibody treatments. The Food and Drug Administration last month rescinded
emergency approval for one monoclonal therapy when used by itself because it had “lost potency”
against some variants.
That particular therapy has been credited with helping keep some Nebraska nursing home residents
with COVID-19 out of hospitals. The therapy now is recommended for use only in combination with
another such treatment, according to an alert the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services sent to health care providers. Other combination therapies also remain available.
Sullivan said the company has tested its product against variants. A recent study, published online
but not reviewed by other scientists, indicates the firm’s antibodies “do not lose significant activity
to many of these variants we’re seeing around the world,” he said.
The company produces the antibodies by injecting the modified cattle, which look like those found
on many Midwestern farms, with a noninfectious portion of the coronavirus. The cattle produce
antibodies to fight it.
Because the cows are injected over and over again, the animals build up high levels of the
neutralizing antibodies, more than what are found in convalescent plasma donated by people who
have recovered from COVID-19 and more than what are found in vaccinated people, Sullivan said.
Previous research by the company indicates the cow-made antibodies produced 40 times more
neutralizing activity than the researchers had seen in even the highest convalescent plasma titers.
Convalescent plasma has produced mixed results during the pandemic. In March, the NIH halted a
clinical trial of convalescent plasma in treating emergency room patients with mild to moderate
COVID symptoms after researchers concluded it was unlikely to benefit that group.
The SAB antibodies are being added to an ongoing NIH trial that also is testing four other possible
therapies in patients worldwide, run by an existing research network. A total of 220 patients, 110 at
each of the two sites, will receive the product. Their results will be compared to patients who
receive a placebo.
The company has been working to develop the technology behind the product for nearly two
decades. Support for the development of the product now in trials came through a federal contract.
By Julie Anderson
 


GII: Setting up Wood River for future success
 
WOOD RIVER — Two years ago, Wood River residents were still cleaning up their houses after the
floods of 2019.
Now, the community has a great new child development center, known as Stick Creek Kids. The
center, which opens Monday, expects to welcome 30 kids by the end of the week.
More than 100 people, including Lt. Gov. Mike Foley, turned out for the ribbon-cutting ceremony
Saturday on a sunny day in Wood River.
The child care and education center, three years in the making, was the result of a strong community
effort, led by the Stick Creek Kids core leadership team.
“We’re a mighty force,” Elizabeth Troyer-Miller said in opening remarks Saturday. She is the
chairperson of the Stick Creek Kids board of directors.
The center is in the former home of the Good Samaritan Society nursing home. Having evacuated its
residents, the Good Samaritan Society decided not to reopen after the 2019 flooding.
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The building was purchased by Wood River Vision 2020, a nonprofit organization. The Stick Creek
administration is an entity under that board.
How much support did the $2 million project receive? The program for Saturday’s event listed 119
financial contributors. As part of the effort, the community built a $500,000 endowment.
Troyer-Miller said more than 10,000 hours of time went into the center, much of it by Sara Arnett, a
member of the Stick Creek Kids leadership team.
“The people of Wood River stepped up,” Foley said.
He said the Wood River effort could serve as a model for the rest of the state.
As a member of an organization with other lieutenant governors, Foley said, he has learned a lot
about early childhood education.
The center, he said, will sustain Wood River into the future.
Foley complimented the “visionary” leaders of the project.
“You are determined to keep Wood River growing as a vibrant community,” he said.
Rather than being “just a day care,” Troyer-Miller said, Stick Creek Kids will provide quality
experiences for children. It will give opportunities for kids to grow and learn and for families to
thrive.
It’s “amazing what we’ve been able to accomplish,” said Wood River Mayor Greg Cramer.
Eight years ago, the 2020 Wood River Vision board was formed. The top three needs identified by
that board have been met, Cramer said. The community has a fine aquatic center, a child
development center and progress is being made in housing.
Wood River was sad to see the Good Samaritan nursing home leave town, he said. But seeing
everybody come together to create Stick Creek Kids “makes me proud.”
Marti Beard, associate vice president of early childhood programs for the Nebraska Children and
Families Foundation, gave her congratulations “to this amazing community.”
Beard said child care is “not just a mom issue.” A child care and education center allows a
community to grow and thrive.
Child care, she said, is about “so much more than babysitting and day care.” When young children
benefit from early childhood programs, “incredible things will happen.” Educating and developing
those children will change the trajectory of their lives.
Speakers said the Wood River facility will serve all families.
As a licensed day care provider, subsidies from the state can be provided to families. Stick Creek Kids
will also offers grants and scholarships. Those efforts will make the center affordable for families
who can’t quite foot the bill on their own, board members said.
The child care and education center is licensed to serve up to 80 children. Stick Creek director
Kristine VanHoosen hopes to serve 50 or 60 kids in the fall, when school resumes.
In her remarks, Troyer-Miller said Stick Creek Kids was built in response to a “severe child care
shortage” in Wood River.
Since the Wood River Vision 2020 board did its community needs survey, two providers have retired
and another one closed, she said in an interview. Wood River now has one licensed in-home
provider in town and a couple out in the country.
Rather than being in competition with area caregivers, Stick Creek Kids wants to complement them,
Troyer-Miller said.
“Because each family has a different need,” and for some families, “that in-home experience is
exactly what they need,” because it meets their children’s needs and their scheduling needs, she
said.







“We want to work in tandem because we know a center’s not going to be good for everybody,”
Troyer-Miller said said.
Recently, when Stick Creek staff members received CPR training, an in-home provider was welcome
to join them.
When educational opportunities are given to Stick Creek teachers, other caregivers are certainly
invited, Troyer-Miller said.
“So it’s really about collaboration to meet the needs of the community,” she said.
Three Wood River pastors blessed the building, staff and families. They were Matt Troyer-Miller of
Wood River Mennonite Church, Craig Stephens of Grace Lutheran Church and Trudy Hanke of First
United Methodist Church.
“Lord, we ask that this building be a place where love is received and given, learning happens,
friendship blossoms, care is received, acceptance and safety are found,” Matt Troyer-Miller said in
his prayer. “We ask that this space be one where dreams are nurtured, creativity is explored and
imagination flourishes.”
In addition to Elizabeth Troyer-Miller and Arnett, the Stick Creek core leadership team consists of
Chelsie Doane, Katie Gartner, Myriah Leisher, Lindsay Buechler and Mandi Morgan.
Among those recognized were three couples who led the building of the adjacent playground. They
are Nick and Pat Lammers, Larry and Peg Krause and Kaye and Cathi Doane.
A quartet from Wood River High School performed the national anthem. The flag was raised by Jim
Smith, Stan Bilslend and Dennis and Dan Wagoner of American Legion Post 314.
By Jeff Bahr
 


Hastings Tribune: Leaders tout plans for new truck stop, motel in Geneva
 
GENEVA — Roughly two decades ago, construction of a bypass around the city of Geneva on the
newly reconfigured U.S. Highway 81 expressway separated many local businesses from the highway
traffic that previously had rumbled right past their front doors.
The associated loss of business was hard for some of those establishments, and for the community
as a whole, to absorb. Now, however, plans for a new truck stop/convenience store and nearby 12-
room motel right along the bypass route may help Geneva reach out and provide hospitality to U.S.
81 travelers once again — and perhaps even draw some of them farther into town for additional
commerce.
On Friday morning, developers and local officials were joined on the project site by state dignitaries
for a ceremonial groundbreaking to kick off the development — a public/private partnership being
led with around $1 million in public infrastructure work and followed up by nearly $3 million in
private investment over the next year.
“This is the largest public-private partnership project in Geneva’s history,” said Geneva Mayor Eric
Kamler, who welcomed participants and spectators to Friday’s groundbreaking near the corner of
U.S. 81 and R Street on the north side of town.
Plans call for a 4,000-square-foot Good2Go truck stop/convenience store to be built by Lichti Bros.
Oil Co., which is headquartered in Shickley, said Tim Lichti, president of the company.
The Good2Go station will have separate diesel and gasoline fueling islands, Lichti said. The store
probably will have 10-15 employees and be open from early morning to late at night, he said.
Brandon Lichti, who is Tim’s nephew, will be the Geneva store manager.
Tim Lichti said he sees a lot of potential in the location, which is on the west side of the highway and







south of R Street.
The company intends for the store to serve not just highway travelers, but the local population, as
well, Tim Lichti said.
“We’re going to depend on both the highway traffic and the local traffic,” he said.
Next door to the south will stand a new 12-room motel to be built by developer Walter Aschoff of
Osmond, who is in the construction business and has initiated motel projects in other Nebraska
communities.
Tim Lichti said that while the Good2Go and motel businesses will be separate, he and Aschoff have
agreed that Good2Go employees will handle responsibilities related to checking in motel guests —
which will reduce the amount of labor needed to keep the motel operating.
“It’ll be good for us, too,” Lichti said.
Kamler said the overall project, which is being referred to as “Genesis Drive,” has taken about 2 ½
years to put together — and everyone involved is hoping it leads to additional commercial and
eventually residential development filling in to the south along the west side of the highway.
The development is possible because area farmer Robert Galusha was willing to sell the community
about 34 acres of his land to help Geneva grow, Kamler said.
The city will build a winding 30-foot-wide street, to be called Genesis Drive, to serve the new
development from R Street south. At first, just the northernmost 1,400 feet of the new street will be
paved.
The city also will extend all utility services to support the new development area.
Getting the development off the ground included annexation to get all the property being acquired
from Galusha into the city limits, Kamler said.
The city’s LB840 sales tax fund for economic development is being used to cover the public
infrastructure costs. Property tax increment financing will capture roughly $35,000 annually over the
coming years to help replenish that fund, the mayor said.
Earth moving and the street and infrastructure work are beginning now with VanKirk Brothers
Construction of Sutton as general contractor. Completion of that work is expected by the end of
August.
Tim Lichti said construction of the truck stop will follow.
“We’d like to get started this fall, and it’s be open next year,” he said.
Friday’s program included remarks by Lt. Gov. Mike Foley; Tony Goins, director of the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development; and state Sen. Tom Brandt of Plymouth, whose 32nd
Legislative District includes Fillmore County.
Aschoff and Galusha also said a few words.
Aschoff said that it was people of goodwill working together that kept the development plans on
track through all the necessary negotiations and rounds of governmental approval.
“We are excited to be joining the Geneva community here and be part of another project that’s
locally partnered,” Aschoff said. “ ‘People’ made it happen.”
Foley and Brandt both mentioned all the development occurring in and around Geneva lately and
credited the community for its efforts.
“There’s a lot going on here,” Brandt said. “You’re doing something right.”
City Administrator Kyle Svec said discussions about development on the north side of town have
been under way throughout his 16-year tenure in city government, and he’s pleased to see those
discussions bearing fruit.
“I’m thankful for all the people who surround me in this process,” Svec said. “I’m anxious to get this







thing started — and I can’t wait for that first cup of coffee.”
By Andy Raun
 


LJS: State lawmakers reject attempt to send resolution objecting to federal overreach to
a different committee
 
State lawmakers Thursday rejected a motion from Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt to reassign a resolution
objecting to federal government overreach to the Legislature's Government, Military and Veterans
Affairs Committee.
Hunt sought to rereference the resolution (LR107) from Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte from the
Executive Board, saying the subject matter of the document was the responsibility of the
government committee.
The resolution, co-signed by 30 senators, objects to incursions by the federal government into
everything from religious freedom and Second Amendment rights to elections, land usage and
vaccinations.
Hunt said the majority of the issues raised in Groene's resolution were subjects typically referenced
to the Government Committee, and argued lawmakers should adopt her motion to move the bill
there.
Sen. Steve Halloran of Hastings, who sits on the Government Committee alongside Hunt, said the
Omaha lawmaker wanted to send it to a committee where it would not be advanced to the floor.
He said during a debate last week to pull his resolution (LR14) adding Nebraska to the list of states
calling for a constitutional convention of states from committee and onto the floor, Hunt discussed
how the Government Committee was set up to kill many bills that came before it.
"I suggest she wants to send it back to Government so a 4-4 tie can kill it," Halloran said.
Hunt said the 4-4 break occurs on bills that affect election procedures and voting rights, where
senators on the committee have fundamental differences in how to proceed.
Other senators said they supported Hunt's effort and were concerned that the resolution had been
referenced to the Executive Board in the first place.
Omaha Sen. Steve Lathrop said the Executive Board, under the rules of the Legislature, doesn't have
purview over the issues raised in Groene's resolution, and warned that lawmakers were diminishing
the integrity of the institution.
According to the Legislature's website, the Executive Board has authority over constitutional
amendments that govern the legislative process, the eligibility of candidates, senator salaries, term
limits, legislative ethics and other matters that involve the Legislature.
"What we're doing here now is trying to pick a committee where this particular resolution will
receive favorable treatment," Lathrop said. "This isn't how we ought to operate in this body."
Omaha Sen. John Cavanaugh said he had concerns with the language in the resolution, which he said
incorrectly quoted passages from the Constitution and the Bill of Rights that would need major
corrections.
"Words have meaning, words matter and we are subject to those words," Cavanaugh said.
After about a half-hour of debate, the Legislature voted down Hunt's amendment on a 24-14 vote.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Legislature considers study of Platte River flooding, hike in non-resident park fees
 







LINCOLN — State lawmakers gave first-round approval Thursday to a $2 million study of mitigating
flooding and enhancing economic development along the Lower Platte River, as well as around Lake
McConaughy in western Nebraska and near Lewis and Clark Lake in northeast Nebraska.
But the 42-2 vote came after some senators raised questions about the high cost of such a study,
and whether it will result in action or gather dust.
State Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha proposed the study, which, under an amendment adopted
Thursday, will be called the “STAR WARS” committee. That was portrayed as a more fun name than
its original: the “Statewide Tourism and Recreational Water Access and Resource Sustainability
Special Committee.”
McDonnell said the study was needed in light of the $3.4 billion in flood damage along the Platte and
Missouri Rivers in 2019. That damage, he said, could have been reduced considerably by better
levees and other controls along the Lower Platte, from Columbus to Plattsmouth. McDonnell
emphasized that the study does not include a look at damming the Platte River — proposals to do
that near Ashland have generated controversy in the past.
But a handful of critics questioned the need for such an expensive study.
Columbus Sen. Mike Moser, who voted “no” on the bill along with Thurston Sen. Joni Albrecht, said
that the state’s natural resources districts already study flood control and development issues, and
that this would be “another study to be put on a shelf” and ignored.
“Maybe we should call it ‘Noah’s ark,’” Moser said, rather than STAR WARS. “It’s down to earth.
That’s where the problem is.”
North Platte Sen. Mike Groene also questioned the $2 million cost, which would be used for travel
and hiring a consultant. He complained that the study was mostly about preserving a drinking water
supply for Lincoln, and questioned why the study wasn’t looking at a water issue in his district —
diverting Platte River flows to enhance water supplies in southwest Nebraska.
But several senators came to the defense of STAR WARS. Sens. Dan Hughes of Venango said Lake
McConaughy has untapped development potential that could be identified by the study. Creighton
Sen. Tim Gragert made similar comments about the bluffs along the Missouri River in Knox County.
Lincoln Sen. Mike Hilgers, the speaker of the Legislature, pledged to discuss changes in Legislative
Bill 406 before it returns for second-round debate.
Also advanced from first-round debate on Thursday was a bill that would allow an increase in non-
resident state park entry permits, from the current $45 a year to $60. Hughes said that most of the
extra fee revenue will be used for additional law enforcement and improvements at Lake
McConaughy, which has struggled with overcrowded and dangerous conditions on big holiday
weekends.
Hughes said that 90% of the state’s non-resident park stickers are purchased at Lake McConaughy,
which draws huge crowds of Colorado residents to its vast, white beaches.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Rental protections in Nebraska win final OK from lawmakers
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Domestic violence victims who are living with their abuser in a rental property
could break their lease and leave without penalties under a bill that won final approval Thursday
from Nebraska lawmakers.
Senators passed the measure through the last of three required votes, 43-3. The bill by Sen. John
Cavanaugh, of Omaha, includes other tenant protections, such as requiring landlords to give at least
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24 hours of notice before entering a tenant’s apartment.
The bill was inspired by incidents in Nebraska where women left abusive partners but were forced by
their landlord to keep paying rent while their partner remained in the apartment.
It also would require the Nebraska Supreme Court to submit a report to lawmakers every six months
spelling out the number of eviction proceedings initiated, the number of landlords and tenants
represented by attorneys and the number of evictions granted. The data would be broken down by
county, giving lawmakers a better sense of eviction trends outside of the Omaha and Lincoln areas.
 


OWH: It's official: Joanne Li is next UNO chancellor
 
A few hours before 40,000 fans made their trek to Memorial Stadium for the Cornhuskers’ spring
football game Saturday, Joanne Li drew her own fanfare as the University of Nebraska Board of
Regents unanimously approved her selection as the University of Nebraska at Omaha chancellor.
In a special meeting held at Varner Hall in Lincoln, University of Nebraska President Ted Carter
lauded Li’s accomplishments and remarked on her historic selection as the first Asian American to
hold an executive leadership position in the University of Nebraska system as well as the first woman
of color to be the UNO chancellor when she fully assumes the position on July 1.
Carter noted Li, 56, was selected after a wide-ranging search conducted by a diverse search
committee. She was selected as the priority candidate on March 31.
“This is truly an exciting day in the history of the University of Nebraska,” Carter said. “We began our
search with a clear goal in mind: Find the next superstar to lead UNO into its next chapter of growth
and success.”
Carter said Li possesses all the qualities the committee sought. Those qualities included a proven
leader who is capable of engaging with the university’s diverse constituencies, a candidate who
understands the university’s mission as well as a person who exhibits inclusive leadership and
displays a record of advancing equity, access and diversity.
“We have found Dr. Joanne Li as a leader who embodies all of these qualities,” Carter said.
Li is scheduled to earn a $430,000 salary, which Carter said puts her on the lower end of the national
average of her peers. Carter told The World-Herald other contract details are being worked out.
In a statement, Lee said she was humbled by the feedback she received during a 30-day public
vetting period.
“My first task is to continue listening and learning,” she said. “Then, together, we’ll work to turn our
ideas into actions that create even more opportunities for students and families, deepen our
connections to our community, and grow the economic and social well-being for Omaha and
Nebraska for generations to come. Let’s hit the ground running together.”
Li’s selection is the latest step in a decorated career that most recently saw her significantly turn
around the graduation rate as the dean at Florida International’s College of Business. Under her
watch, the college’s graduation rate improved from 29% in 2017 to what is expected to be a 70%
rate this year.
“She is absolutely focused on students,” Carter said. “I have heard her say countless times that the
needs of our students should drive everything we do. That resonated with me. I think it has
resonated with the UNO community as well.”
Carter said Li brings an empathetic nature to the job and understands the struggles students
sometimes face. Li first came to the United States from Hong Kong in the 1980s. Li previously said
she was able to complete her first semester of community college only because of a $600 gift from
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her best friend.
Li eventually landed scholarships that allowed her to make it through the university system.
“She understands the impact of what having a college education means for a first-generation
student,” Carter said.
Li will succeed current UNO Chancellor Jeffrey Gold. Gold will continue to be the University of
Nebraska Medical Center chancellor and will also become the NU system’s executive vice president
and provost.
By Dan Crisler
 


AP: New chancellor chosen for University of Nebraska at Omaha
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The University of Nebraska at Omaha’s next chancellor will be the first Asian
American to hold an executive leadership position in the state’s university system.
The University of Nebraska’s Board of Regents unanimously endorsed Joanne Li as UNO’s new
chancellor on Saturday, the Omaha World-Herald reports. University of Nebraska President Ted
Carter said the 56-year-old Li is a proven leader with a record of significant accomplishments. For
instance, the graduation rate at Florida International’s College of Business, where Li was dean,
improved from 29% in 2017 to what is expected to be a 70% rate this year.
“She is absolutely focused on students,” Carter said. “I have heard her say countless times that the
needs of our students should drive everything we do. That resonated with me. I think it has
resonated with the UNO community as well.”
Li is set to earn $430,000 a year but other details of her contract are still being worked out. Carter
said Li’s salary will be at the lower end of the national average of her peers.
 


OWH: UNL to offer two-week pre-session in January, pushing back spring semester
 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln students will be offered a two-week, pre-session of courses for early
January 2022 that will push the university’s spring semester back by one week.
Recently approved by the University of Nebraska Board of Regents, the spring pre-session will run
Jan. 3 to Jan. 14. It is meant to help students apply skills and knowledge in career-oriented contexts,
prep for upper-level courses and explore topics related to the “Grand Challenges” introduced in the
university’s strategic plan, according to a press release from UNL.
The Grand Challenges, according to the university’s website, “are problems or opportunities of such
magnitude that, if addressed, will positively impact society. They have their origins in complex causes
and require a combination of transformative, interdisciplinary approaches to solve.”
Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, UNL offered a three-week session before the start of the spring
semester currently in progress, according to the Lincoln Journal Star. The session was part of a
compressed academic calendar intended to reduce safety risks by eliminating extended breaks that
students often use to travel.
The 2022 spring pre-session courses may be offered in person or online. Most courses will be
offered as zero-, one- or two-credit courses. Any three-credit courses would overlap with the regular
semester in order to meet all credit-hour requirements but would be conducted so as not to conflict
with regularly scheduled coursework during the spring term, according to the university.
The spring 2022 semester will begin Jan. 18, following Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Spring 2022
commencement will move back one week to May 13 and May 14. The university’s spring break will
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run March 14 to March 18.
Dates for the 2022 summer sessions will not change.
By Jessica Wade
 


LJS: Feds pledge $50 million to help remove failed Spencer Dam
 
The federal government is sending Nebraska $50 million to help remove what’s left of the Spencer
Dam after its deadly failure during the flood of spring 2019.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency initially announced Friday the $50 million would help
the hydroelectric dam’s owner, Nebraska Public Power District, “restore the facilities back to pre-
disaster design, capacity and function.”
But that was wrong, NPPD spokesman Mark Becker said. And he wanted to be clear: “FEMA knows
we were never going to rebuild.”
Instead, he said, FEMA will send the $50 million to the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency to
help the utility pay for decommissioning the northeast Nebraska dam — tearing it out and restoring
the river banks. A FEMA spokeswoman confirmed later Friday the funding could be spent on
demolition.
Restoring the 90-year-old dam would cost far more than it’s worth, Becker said. Spencer Dam
generated just three megawatts of electricity; by comparison, NPPD's coal-fired Gerald Gentleman
Station near Sutherland generates nearly 1,400 megawatts.
And the utility was in the process of selling the dam — and its water rights — to a group of Natural
Resources Districts when it collapsed in March 2019 under the pressure of the Niobrara River, which
had swollen with floodwater and broken ice.
The resulting wall of water swept away part of the U.S. 281 bridge, a riverside bar and the home of
71-year-old Kenny Angel.
His body was never recovered, and, in June 2019, a judge declared him dead.
His widow, Linda Angel, sued NPPD and the Department of Natural Resources in October 2019,
alleging their negligence led to his death. Specifically, her lawsuit said they failed to properly
manage, operate, inspect or test the dam, prevent its collapse or warn Angel about the danger it
could fail.
That lawsuit is proceeding, and a pretrial conference is scheduled for January 2022, according to
court records.
Becker did not have a cost estimate for decommissioning the dam, and he couldn’t say when the
work would begin or how long it would last.
“We didn’t know how much money we were even going to get,” he said. “Once we see some funds,
we’ll start doing the scheduling.”
By Peter Salter
 


OWH: Nebraska gets $50 million for dam destroyed during 2019 floods
 
LINCOLN — Federal officials are giving Nebraska more than $50 million to work on the flood-
damaged Spencer Dam on the Niobrara River.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency announced the award on Friday. The money is
intended to cover 75% of the cost of the project, with the rest to come from state and local sources.
A surge of ice boulders and floodwater overwhelmed the 93-year-old dam during the disastrous







March 2019 flood, causing the structure to collapse and killing a man who lived just below it. Some
ice chunks were measured up to 2 feet thick and 20 feet long after the dam’s collapse.
Mark Becker, a spokesman for the Nebraska Public Power District, which owns the dam, said nothing
has been done with the remains of the structure since then. The Niobrara River has cut a new route
around what is left.
He said the district plans to decommission the dam and remove as much of the structure as possible.
Detailed plans will be drawn up in the next few months, now that the federal money has been
approved.
FEMA’s Public Assistance Program provides grants to state and local governments and certain
nonprofits to assist them with the response to and recovery from disasters. Specifically, the program
provides assistance for debris removal, emergency protective measures and permanent restoration
of infrastructure.
The 2019 storm caused major damage across Nebraska. In the case of Spencer Dam, heavy rain on
frozen ground followed by a blizzard created a record runoff, which broke up ice on the Niobrara.
Large chunks of ice floating in the floodwaters overtopped the embankment and spillway structure
and breached the embankment in two locations.
An investigative panel formed by the Association of State Dam Safety Officials concluded in 2020
that while there was nothing dam operators could have done to prevent the dam’s demise the night
it happened, such a catastrophe should have been foreseen due to a history of similar “ice runs” on
the river.
Floodwaters cut a new channel for the river and washed away a tavern, a house and a bait shop as
well as a large section of U.S. Highway 281 just below the structure. A new highway bridge was
completed in October.
Kenny Angel, who lived in the house below the dam, was swept away by floodwaters and has been
declared dead.
By Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Nebraska gets $50M for dam destroyed during 2019 floods
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Federal officials are giving Nebraska more than $50 million to work on a
Niobrara River dam that collapsed during the disastrous March 2019 flooding, killing a man who
lived just below it.
The Omaha World-Herald reports that the Federal Emergency Management Agency announced the
award Friday. The money is intended to cover 75% of the cost of the project, with the rest to come
from state and local sources.
The 93-year-old Spencer Dam was overwhelmed in a surge of ice boulders, with some chunks
measured up to 2 feet (0.61 meters) thick and 20 feet (6.10 meters) long. The storm also caused
other major damage across Nebraska.
Mark Becker, a spokesman for the Nebraska Public Power District, which owns the dam, said nothing
has been done with the remains of the structure since then. The Niobrara River has cut a new route
around what is left.
He said the district plans to decommission the dam and remove as much of the structure as possible.
Detailed plans will be drawn up in the next few months, now that the federal money has been
approved.
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OWH: WWII Blitz brothers among honorees at 'Honor and Remember' event Monday
 
Twins Leo and Rudolph Blitz of Lincoln were born together, grew up together, and died together at
age 20 when the ship they served on was sunk at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.
And finally, in 2019, they were buried together in their hometown after Defense Department
anthropologists identified their remains, which had been buried in Hawaii for decades in graves
marked “unknown.”
Now, the twins from the ill-fated USS Oklahoma are being honored and remembered together, too.
On Monday, Nebraska’s Honor and Remember chapter will present a pair of the organization’s Gold
Star flags — each inscribed with one of the twins’ names — to Kris Blitz Shelledy, Leo and Rudolph’s
niece.
The ceremony will take place at 11:05 a.m. at The Pines Country Club in Valley, followed immediately
at noon by the “Swing for Nebraska Fallen Heroes II” golf scramble, a fundraising event for the
nonprofit Honor and Remember group.
“I’m looking forward to it. But it’s almost like reliving it again,” said Shelledy, formerly of Omaha,
who now lives in New Market, Alabama. “It warms my heart that other people care about what
happened.”
The Honor and Remember flags were created by George Lutz of Chesapeake, Virginia, after his
son, Pfc. George A. Lutz II, died in Iraq. Lutz conceived and created the flags to “Honor and
Remember” service members who gave their lives as a result of war. He later added “Honor and
Sacrifice” flags for the families of first responders who die in the line of duty.
The flags are free to families who request them through the website Honorandremember.org. The
cost of about $400 per flag is paid for through donations. The Nebraska chapter has presented
nearly 200 of the flags so far, said Jim Meier, the chapter’s director.
The recipients of 56 of those flags will join the ceremony for a roll call of the fallen, reciting the name
of their loved one while holding the flag. They represent service members who died in every conflict
from World War I through Iraq and Afghanistan.
The list includes friends, family or representatives of 1st Lt. Jarvis Offutt (namesake of Offutt Air
Force Base), Marine Pfc. Edward “Babe” Gomez and Lance Cpl. Miguel Keith (both Medal of Honor
recipients) and Ens. Nile Kinnick (winner of football’s Heisman Trophy), who were all from Omaha.
The 34 golf teams in the scramble will each compete in the name of one or more of the fallen
warriors. Some of them will include a relative.
Most of the past year’s events included a dinner for the Gold Star families along with a walk and an
outdoor event, such as a concert.
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, last year’s dinner had to be canceled. Several months later,
Meier said, the event was rescheduled as a charity golf tournament because that could be
conducted more safely outdoors. He said it was a success.
“We were encouraged, both by the golfers and the families, to do it again,” Meier said.
Barb Yllescas-Vorthmann of Treynor, Iowa, lost her son, Capt. Robert Yllescas, in Afghanistan in
2008. She is a leader of Gold Star Families of Iowa and Nebraska. She said the families enjoy the
event and take comfort in one another’s company.
“We have each other to lean on. This is our way of healing,” she said.
The Blitz family suffered for decades, knowing little about the fate of twins Leo and Rudolph. They
were two of 12 children of Henry John and Marie Christine Blitz of Lincoln.
The brothers dropped out of high school and joined the Navy together May 4, 1938. Both were
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assigned to the USS Oklahoma, a 1916-vintage battleship based at Pearl Harbor.
On the morning of Dec. 7, 1941, as many as eight Japanese torpedoes struck the Oklahoma on its
port side. Within minutes the ship rolled over at its mooring, killing 429 sailors and Marines — nearly
one-third of the crew.
Only 36 bodies were initially identified; most were trapped below decks and their remains recovered
months later, when the ship was refloated and salvaged. The mud- and oil-soaked bones were
buried together, and a postwar effort to identify more of the men failed. Ultimately they were
reburied in 61 caskets at Honolulu’s Punchbowl Cemetery.
The Navy informed the Blitz family on Christmas Eve 1941 that Rudolph was dead and Leo missing,
though Rudolph’s remains were never turned over. There’s evidence that Rudolph was mistakenly
buried as an unknown because of a clerical error during the fear and confusion that followed the
Pearl Harbor attack.
Years later, Harry Hanson, a sailor assigned to the same duty station as Rudolph, wrote that they had
been together as the attack unfolded but became separated. He believed Rudolph had gone below
decks to find Leo.
“I never saw him again,” Hanson wrote.
Shelledy said the Blitz family was profoundly affected by the twins’ deaths — particularly her father,
Robert Blitz, who was 13 at the time. He joined the Navy at 17 and made it a career.
“It was because of the twins’ deaths — that’s why he went in,” she said. “He had a vendetta. He
wanted to avenge his brothers.”
Robert Blitz died in 1992.
After years of requests by USS Oklahoma survivors, the Defense Department disinterred the
unidentified remains from the Punchbowl in 2015 and brought them to the Defense POW/MIA
Accounting Agency Lab at Offutt Air Force Base for identification.
The Blitz brothers were identified and buried in a family plot at Lincoln Memorial Cemetery in 2019.
Their only surviving sibling, Betty Pitsch, said at the time she remembered her brothers “with tears in
my eyes.” She died a year later, at age 94.
Shelledy said the Blitz family held a large family gathering at the time.
“It was bittersweet,” she said. “It kind of unleashed feelings and emotions that you didn’t know you
had.”
Of the 394 USS Oklahoma sailors and Marines who were buried as unknowns, 340 identifications
have now been announced as of Friday — including 33 in the past two months.
On Monday, Carrie Brown and Carrie LeGarde, two of the anthropologists involved in the Oklahoma
ID project, will stand with Shelledy as the Honor and Remember flags are presented to a relative of
two of the sailors they helped identify.
“It means a lot that somebody else cares,” Shelledy said. “That they see the importance in
recognizing those who lost their lives.”
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH: A town renewed: Factory in tiny DeWitt, Nebraska, putting tools on the market
again
 
DEWITT, Neb. — As 1,300 tons of force pounded steel into tools here last week, every bang was a
welcome sound for a southeast Nebraska town eager to get back into the manufacturing world.
Just two weeks ago, Malco Products launched sales of its Eagle Grip line of locking pliers, produced
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in the same plant that turned out the similar Vise-Grip tools for generations.
Vise-Grip had been a source of community pride since William Petersen invented the signature
product and opened the plant in 1924. But that pride took a hit back in 2008, when corporate owner
Newell Rubbermaid outsourced production of Vise-Grips to China. The move cost about 330
employees their jobs and left the town of almost 500 people searching for an identity.
Malco, a 70-year-old company based in Annandale, Minnesota, has been working since 2016 to
acquire the old Vise-Grip factory and start producing the new Eagle Grip line of industrial tools in
DeWitt.
Malco President Rich Benninghoff said it’s the start of a new era for his company.
“Reinvigorating the DeWitt facility has been a full-team company effort,” he said. “There’s been a lot
of collaboration and team involvement in getting the products to the shelves.”
The four Eagle Grip products launched so far are currently available on Amazon. Benninghoff said
plans are in the works to sell Eagle Grip products through other retailers.
The DeWitt plant formally reopened in October 2018 with a town celebration. Since then, Malco has
invested tens of millions of dollars into renovating the factory, purchasing the equipment and
materials and, of course, hiring a local workforce.
“It took us from 2018 until now to get to the quantity and quality that we liked and wanted to sell,”
said Eric Peterson, the company’s director of sales and marketing.
Malco’s investment was bolstered by a matching $500,000 grant from the state’s Nebraska
Advantage program.
For the DeWitt community, the Eagle Grip product launch completes the journey back to being a
place of manufacturing prowess.
“When the town found out somebody was interested in that building, there was a buzz that has
been going on ever since,” said Randy Badman, a 72-year-old lifelong DeWitt resident who serves as
a consultant to Malco. “Everybody was so excited.”
DeWitt residents and Eagle Grip employees say Malco’s employment practices have reinforced their
optimism. Malco has provided workers with salaries, benefits and incentives, along with the family
atmosphere they once enjoyed under the Petersens’ ownership.
“Malco is so identical (to the Petersen family), it’s actually scary,” said Badman, a former tooling
manager for Vise-Grip. “The Malco company treats their employees just like the Petersens did. They
make you feel so comfortable.”
Those who work at Eagle Grip are not just employees, but also investors. Each employee has an
ownership stake in Eagle Grip, allowing them to earn bonuses each quarter and year, provided that
the company meets its goals.
While the days are long gone when the majority of DeWitt’s workforce could count on a job at the
local factory, Malco has vastly exceeded the state’s requirement that the company hire 30
employees within three years of the October 2018 reopening. Just 2½ years later, about 60
employees are on the Eagle Grip payroll. Fifteen of those employees worked for Vise-Grip.
Crediting the strong work ethic of Nebraskans, Peterson said Malco looked to fill a void in the
market, which had been saturated by locking pliers shipped from overseas — tools derided as cheap
by local employees — but offered few by American manufacturers.
“There was a pretty severe outcry for high-quality locking pliers again,” he said. “We saw that as an
opportunity.”
The company’s products have already drawn five-star Amazon reviews. Eagle Grip employees say
customers can expect quality from their products.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fgrace-when-a-factory-reopens-the-town-of-dewitt-dances%2Farticle_a3c3476f-db50-5f78-86cc-7a2f847241cf.html&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C99886782eabf43c22f5908d90e3ee38f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556485543597314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EKTJv7bqoufZ372N11NyaVJDEJ%2B%2FWPkQqFEnUPMPmlk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Famazon.com%2Fs%3Fk%3Deagle%2Bgrip%2Bmalco%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss_1%26tracking_id%3Dleeenter0889-20&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C99886782eabf43c22f5908d90e3ee38f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556485543607270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mecHlM5YDHbsIJ9N1VQv9BEnslsIuKKOYTLPtYgVnPw%3D&reserved=0





“We might even be above where we used to be” under the Petersens’ ownership, said former Vise-
Grip and current Eagle Grip employee Lyle Fink, 55. “These tools are the strongest on the market.”
Fink cited advances in technology and materials for the improved products. The factory produces
and ships about 300 to 600 tools each day.
“For the average person, these could be the last tools you’ll ever need to buy,” said plant manager
Kurtis Voelker.
As Malco intends to launch five more Eagle Grip products throughout the year, other businesses in
DeWitt have also benefited from the factory restarting production.
Connie Fishburn, manager of the downtown convenience store DeWitt Quick, indicated that the
increased business sparked by factory employees is allowing her to explore different items to sell,
including craft beer.
“It’s definitely good to see production come back and not see the building sit empty anymore,” she
said.
Village Clerk and Treasurer Moria Holly said that it’s too soon to say exactly what kind of impact
Eagle Grip will have on the town’s tax revenue but that the plant is almost certain to improve the
fiscal health of a town that, according to Badman’s estimations, has seen property tax valuations
decline by about $8 million since the plant closed 13 years ago.
“The fact that the factory is there will increase our property valuations,” said Badman, who has
served 31 years on the Village Board.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln economist Eric Thompson said DeWitt’s recent rebound fits into a
larger story about the manufacturing industry in Nebraska, which is projected to add 3,200 jobs this
year after losing 2,200 in 2020.
The state has about 100,000 manufacturing jobs.
“It’s wonderful news they were able to find a new tenant for that facility in DeWitt,” Thompson said.
“But it isn’t uncommon to find new tenants for facilities that fall out of use. The experienced, skilled
workforce is still there.”
Last year in Nebraska, according to Thompson, the average manufacturing floor employee earned
$40,560 per year.
“Those manufacturing facilities generate middle-class jobs,” he said.
DeWitt residents are glad to have the local factory up and running again.
“It’s nice to have employment back in town,” Holly said. “I know it’s been a huge relief for a lot of
people who live in DeWitt to have that workforce back in town.”
By Dan Crisler
 


OWH: Metro Community College offering free courses to Nebraska high school students
 
Metropolitan Community College has unveiled a tempting offer for Nebraska high school students
who want a jump-start on college credits.
The college’s Board of Governors approved a resolution Tuesday to use federal COVID-19 relief
money to cover tuition and books for Nebraska high school students taking courses this summer.
Enrollment in the college took a hit last summer as the pandemic raged, and officials hope their offer
will pull in thousands of students.
The college saw about a 15% drop in summer enrollment from 2019 to 2020, said Bill Owen, the
college’s vice president for strategic initiatives.
They hope to make that up.







“If we’re truly in recovery mode, and we hope we are, we think we’ll see a return to those numbers,”
he said.
Typically, high school students who enroll in the college’s CollegeNow program pay $33 per credit
hour — half the full rate.
This summer, students will be allowed to attend courses for free. Students will be responsible for
tools or other required supplies.
The CollegeNow program is designed for high school students to jump-start their college education.
Each class is taught by faculty on campus or online. College officials are paying for the program with
federal money from the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund.
CollegeNow courses are transferrable to colleges and universities, but credit acceptance is up to the
receiving school, Owen said.
With the University of Nebraska at Omaha and other regional institutions, those transfer paths are
well defined, he said.
Metro also has relationships with hundreds of universities and colleges, and largely the general
education requirements, like English, math and social sciences, will transfer, he said.
“So if a kid already knows I’m going off to the university this fall but I want to get a head start,
they’re going to want to take classes that are on that transfer path,” he said.
The pandemic caused many high school students to fall behind or miss out on the CollegeNow
offerings, said Chuck Chevalier, associate vice president of secondary partnerships and enrollment
management.
“This initiative will help students reach their academic and career goals, despite setbacks caused by
COVID-19,” Chevalier said.
A 10-week summer session will start June 6 and end Aug. 16. There will also be two five-week
sessions, one running June 6 to July 12, the other July 13 to Aug. 16.
Whether a student gets high school credit for taking the course is up to the high school, he said.
By Joe Dejka
 


LJS: Ord man sues the city for filing lawsuit against him over letters to city officials
 
An Ord man is suing the town for his attorney fees and is seeking punitive damages for filing a
lawsuit against him last year to try to get him to stop writing letters and emails to city officials and
the police department that they called "burdensome."
The city lost the suit. Now, Guy Brock is suing them.
In the lawsuit filed this week in U.S. District Court of Nebraska in Lincoln, Brock's attorney, J.L. Spray,
said during the last decade Brock has had a practice of writing letters to the city of Ord and its
elected representatives related to city government. 
On March 4, 2020, the city filed a lawsuit against him in Valley County District Court seeking a
restraining order or an injunction to stop him from "sending communication of any kind to the City
of Ord and the Ord Police Department unless directly related to a city service or other city function
related specifically to the Defendant and his property," City Attorney Heather Sikyta wrote in the
complaint. 
She said Brock's letters and emails had "increasingly become harassing and burdensome" to the city
and the police department. 
In them, he alleged wrongful conduct by city officials, employees and police officers that she said
either were unfounded or had already been handled internally.
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On Oct. 21, 2019, Ord Police Chief Jay Welch sent a letter to Brock telling him his constant
harassment must stop.
But Brock kept writing, Sikyta said. First on Dec. 5, 2019, to Mayor Dan Petska about a ballot
initiative regarding police services. Then, on Jan. 29, 2020, to Welch asking about a traffic stop
earlier that month. 
She said unless the judge stopped Brock, he would cause "great and irreparable" damage to the
reputation of elected officials, city employees and their family members.
On May 12, 2020, Valley County District Karin L. Noakes granted Brock's motion to dismiss the
lawsuit, finding that the facts the plaintiff alleges were "insufficient as a matter of law."
In the lawsuit filed this week, Brock sued the city, the mayor and city attorney alleging they
retaliated against Brock for exercising free speech and petitioning his elected and appointed
representatives. 
Spray said Brock was forced to hire an attorney at his own expense "in order to defend his rights to
speak freely and to petition his government."
He said Brock's letter-writing was protected by the First Amendment, and the city's actions were
meant to chill Brock and others from engaging in constitutionally protected activities. 
"By virtue of his rights to freedom of speech and to petition his government, Mr. Brock has a clearly
established right to be free from suits filed against him by state actors attempting to restrain those
rights or retaliate against him for exercising those rights," Spray wrote in the new lawsuit. 
He is seeking $2,686 that Brock spent on attorney fees, plus punitive damages to punish the city. 
Sikyta didn't return a request for comment on the lawsuit. 
Ord is a town of 2,300 people about 60 miles northwest of Grand Island. 
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH Editorial: Omaha police should adopt early release of body camera footage
 
Last month’s tortured release of police video of an Omaha officer shooting Kenneth Jones showed
inconsistencies and unnecessary complexity in policies and laws related to making such footage
public.
The Omaha Police Department and the Nebraska Legislature have work to do if they are to meet
their stated goals of real transparency in such cases. With heightened public attention — and
tension — about police shootings, it’s important that these issues be addressed.
Jones was shot and killed by an officer on Nov. 19 after ignoring orders and reaching in his pocket for
a gun during a traffic stop.
The case was reviewed by a grand jury, which declined to indict the officers involved.
Police Chief Todd Schmaderer, who advocated strongly for both body cameras for his officers
and for a 2016 law intended to make grand jury deliberations transparent, promised in November to
release the video after the grand jury work was done.
But when it came time for that, what the public initially got instead was a lot of legal nuance. The
Police Department at first denied written requests to release the video even after the grand jury
decision was made public, even though it has absolute discretion to do so.
The district court clerk then scheduled a viewing of the video for reporters and some members of
the public but denied broader distribution because the 2016 law says “no copies of exhibits or
transcripts shall be made available.”
The next day, the Police Department released the video, citing a different law that it said required
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the release since the clerk had disclosed its contents.
The problem with all this is that both the body cameras and the grand jury law are meant to create
transparency, accountability and public faith in the process for evaluating police conduct.
Under the clerk’s interpretation of the law, that office would need to continually schedule private
showings of grand jury material to any member of the public who wished to see it at any time. That
creates an undue burden on both the public, which pays for every aspect of police work, and the
clerk’s office, which has plenty of other work to do.
The Legislature should revisit this provision and simply allow release of grand jury material if no
indictment is returned.
More immediately, Omaha police should create a policy with extreme bias toward releasing video
footage in such cases as soon as possible — as a number of other departments do.
Footage from police shootings in Columbus, Ohio; suburban Minneapolis; and Chicago, among
others, were made public soon after shootings just last month.
Omaha police can do so, too. Deputy City Attorney Bernard in den Bosch told World-Herald
reporters that, while investigative records can be withheld, no state law prevents a government
agency from releasing body camera footage or other public records at any time.
“The Police Department always has the ability to release it,” in den Bosch said. “At the end of the
day, if we pick and choose what we release, then we’re going to be accused of acting in a biased
manner.”
Exactly. But the department already chooses to release still images from footage — in effect cherry-
picking bits that it wants the public to see.
In these fraught times, withholding video only raises suspicions that the police have something to
hide. It’s critical that the department be consistent and show that it continues to merit our trust.
 


OWH Editorial: The timing is right to create a pedestrian-friendlier Old Market
 
Omaha History Detective Bob Marks, who has been writing a weekly column for The World-
Herald, hit the nail on the head Sunday: “The only thing detracting from the ambiance of the Old
Market is the automobile.”
He proposed closing Howard Street to vehicle traffic from 10th to 12th Streets, and 11th Street from
Harney to Jackson, but the specific details aren’t as important as the concept, which we strongly
encourage the city and Old Market merchants to study.
Omahans properly love and take pride in the Old Market, which 50-plus years ago was a pioneering
conversion of warehouses and industrial space into urban shopping and nightlife.
It’s been a draw for locals and visitors all that time, as it’s evolved from something of a curiosity and
hippie hangout to a family friendly destination that manages to be both gritty and upscale. The Old
Market is a spot to find Star Wars figures, snarky T-shirts and real art; to grab an ice cream cone, a
local brew or have an anniversary dinner.
That’s a charming and quirky mix, but the district also is a bit down in the mouth, with vacant and
worn spots. It faces competition from Aksarben Village, the reviving Blackstone and north downtown
areas; old neighborhoods such as Dundee and Benson; and coming developments such as the rebuilt
Crossroads and Heartwood Preserve.
These next couple years are a particularly opportune time to refresh the Old Market, as commerce
rebounds from the pandemic and the city reworks Gene Leahy Mall and its riverfront, adding a
science museum and numerous new features.
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Those attractions, set to be completed in 2022-23, will bring residents and visitors downtown anew.
Without much expense, as Marks pointed out, the Old Market could offer an enjoyable, fresh
experience — a strolling shopping, dining and entertainment district without the awkward dance
pedestrians must do now with cars rolling through or cruising for parking places.
We know this works, and we know it’s pleasant. Cities large and small all over the world offer such
areas. Boston; Boulder; Iowa City; Aspen; Burlington, Vermont, and many other communities have
created wonderful pedestrian malls.
Imagine dining not adjacent to Howard Street, but in the center of Howard Street, or playing
cornhole on 11th. Winter could feature ice sculptures and a holiday festival with enclosed pop-up
shops.
Cars trolling for parking spots account for about a third of vehicles in congested areas and contribute
heavily to pollution and greenhouse gas emissions — while you might be trying to enjoy a meal al
fresco. Care for a little carbon monoxide with your appetizer?
That’s not to mention the steady noise from tires on the Old Market’s charming bricks, the periodic
roar of motorcycles or monster trucks, and the joy of listening to someone’s fender-shaking bass
while trying to carry on a conversation.
Details can be worked out among merchants and the city. Deliveries can be arranged. Electric
shuttles could be available — and could be an entrepreneurial opportunity — for those who need
help navigating a few blocks from abundant nearby parking.
We can boost the Old Market’s ambiance and relevance as a keystone of a vital downtown. This
clear opportunity is before us.
 


OWH Lance Morgan: My uncle was denied burial in Sioux City because he was a Native
American
 
Nebraska’s history is filled with interesting stories about Native Americans. Perhaps the most well-
known is the story of Ponca Chief Standing Bear, who was tried in court in 1879 for returning to his
homeland to bury his son against federal orders. The U.S. attorney had argued that Standing Bear
was not a person under the law.
Standing Bear is famously quoted as saying in court, “I am a man.” The court agreed for the first time
that an Indian is a person. Representing Nebraska, a statue of Chief Standing Bear is on display in the
U.S. Capitol’s National Statuary Hall.
The Omaha Tribe also has a great historic figure. Dr. Susan La Flesche was the first female Native
American doctor, and she opened a hospital on the Omaha reservation in 1913. While Dr. La
Flesche’s achievements as a physician are remarkable, she was not considered an American citizen
because of her race. For her many accomplishments, she will soon have her own statue on
Nebraska’s Centennial Mall in Lincoln.
I am a member of the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska. We have lots of great figures from our historic
and modern era, and I want to share one that is important to me and the Winnebago people. My
great uncle was U.S. Army Sgt. First Class John Rice. He was awarded the Bronze Star and a Purple
Heart for his heroism in the Pacific Theater in World War II. For his extraordinary actions leading a
squad of soldiers in one of the opening battles in Korea, he was awarded the Korean Service Medal,
United Nations Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Korean Presidential Unit Citation and
the Republic of Korea War Service Medal.
At age 36, Sgt. Rice was killed in action in Korea on Sept. 6, 1950. His remains were not returned to







his wife until the summer of 1951. His wife, Evelyn, was a White person living in Sioux City. She
searched for a place to bury her husband and was turned down by the local cemeteries because Sgt.
Rice was a Native American.
Mrs. Rice did finally secure a plot in a private cemetery when the employees assumed that because
she was white that Sgt. Rice was too. During the service, my great uncle received full military honors
with a three-volley salute. The service had not yet concluded when one of the employees of the
cemetery noticed several Native Americans in attendance. Upon discovering Sgt. Rice was a Native
American, the service was halted. The widowed Mrs. Rice was forced to endure the indignity of
removing her husband from his own grave and leaving the cemetery with his body.
Harry Truman was president in 1951. He heard what happened and chastised the “White only”
policy of the local cemetery. He ordered the remains of Sgt. Rice to be brought to Arlington National
Cemetery for burial with full military honors.
Sgt. Rice was a war hero and made the ultimate sacrifice for his country. However, his death fighting
for his country mattered less than his status as a Native American when it came to burying his body.
I can only imagine the trauma that his widow and our relatives experienced when they were forced
to remove this Winnebago patriot from his grave. Their anger, indignation and pain are impossible
for me to fathom.
My grandfather served in World War II. My father served in the Vietnam War and I also served in the
U.S. Army. While in the Army, I served with people from rural Nebraska, the backwoods of Louisiana,
the streets of San Juan, Puerto Rico, and even a guy from Bulgaria who joined the Army so he could
become a U.S. citizen. The U.S. military is a melting pot of people from all backgrounds and cultures.
We were just American soldiers. When someone is shooting at you, nobody cares about your skin
color.
Our country has come a long way on race relations since Chief Standing Bear’s trial and Sgt. Rice’s
funeral, but we clearly still have work to do. We must remember these painful stories, acknowledge
the past, and work together toward a better future where we are all just Americans.
Lance Morgan is a member of the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska and the CEO of Ho-Chunk Inc. He is a
graduate of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and Harvard Law School.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: What a challenge Omaha-area educators have met during the
COVID crisis
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has profoundly impacted students’ lives — emotionally, socially and
academically. After schools closed in the spring of 2020 when COVID-19 first shook our world, one
study found that the math achievement of students dropped five to 10 points from the fall of 2019
to the fall of 2020. The role of teachers in helping students navigate these challenges and continue
to learn has been critically important. Teachers have loyally faced the additional challenges of
COVID-19 while balancing its impact on their own lives.
With Teacher Appreciation Day on Tuesday, it’s an appropriate time to recognize the impact that
teachers have on the lives of their students. These impacts are always important and significant, but
perhaps never more so than in the past year.
Looking back at the 2020-2021 academic year, there were countless ups and downs, unknowns, and
sometimes overwhelming uncertainty. There were times when we as a society and community didn’t
know if, when and how to get students and teachers back into the classroom. In my 48 years in
education, I don’t recall anything impacting education like the COVID-19 pandemic has. Yet,







educators persevered. Teachers found ways to engage students during remote learning, transitioned
their lessons from face-to-face to remote format and then back again, and kept the health and
safety of their students at the forefront.
At Avenue Scholars in particular, our teachers and staff have worked hard to help students
overcome individual barriers and continue to develop academically, personally, and from a career
readiness standpoint. Our career coaches have safely but steadfastly continued to provide students
with in-person support, despite the risks of the pandemic. They’ve visited job sites to help students
secure work and assess on-the-job performance, and even made home visits to provide students
with necessary items, including technology devices to help them remain connected during the
pandemic.
We greatly appreciate these efforts, along with those of the dedicated teachers and staff in our nine
partner high schools and Metropolitan Community College. To all educators in the Omaha metro
area, your work has made a positive impact in students’ lives — thank you!
While teachers’ work is greatly appreciated, there is still much to be done. Despite the hard work
and commitment of our teachers, the pandemic has negatively affected the learning and well-being
of many students. These impacts will be felt long after the pandemic ends. Just as has been the case
during the pandemic, students need their teachers more than ever. We cannot thank educators at
every level enough for their heroic work and for what will be asked of them going forward.
I want to encourage our community to continue supporting our local teachers by showing gratitude
and providing encouragement.
Kenneth M. Bird, Ed.D., has served since June 2008 as the president and chief executive officer of
Avenue Scholars, a nonprofit entity that serves youth education in Omaha. He was superintendent of
Westside Community Schools from 1992 until 2008.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Action needed to remedy systemic racism in education
 
Are we ready to talk about how systemic racism is showing up in schools?
For us to advance as a society, it is necessary to do the work of confronting instances of racism.
Educational institutions are especially pivotal in leading this work, as this is where the primary
investments in our human capital begin. The work of equity, and specifically racial equity, must take
place before our young people grow into their own positions of power. We must do actual work to
safeguard an equitable and just future. If we are to confront racism in a more authentic way, the
change must happen in the courts, in the classrooms and, most of all, in the policies and systems
constructed around them.
As part of an organization whose mission is to confront prejudice, bigotry and discrimination, we
have a duty to respond following a series of incidents that reveal how racism is showing up in our
education system. Recently we saw the opposition to a book introducing the concept of racial justice
at the elementary level. It was disheartening to see immediate capitulation by the school district to
reassure white parents, and also to hear comments like “Do we really need 8-year-olds to be fighting
for racial justice?” The answer is yes. We as adults, have perpetuated an unjust system. If we are
committed now to real equitable culture change, it starts yes, with 8-year-olds.
In the last month, we have heard about racial slurs being used by spectators at more than one high
school basketball game and racial microaggressions used by a university basketball coach when
speaking to his team of mostly BIPOC players. These are, of course, not the first times that
statements like these have been made in our schools. Yet the fact that we are currently seeing a







social climate where they are deemed newsworthy finally points to an acknowledgment that racism
needs to be confronted. However, the notion that racism is still being treated as just a matter of fact
is the message that educational institutions are perpetuating and conveying in their inability to truly
unpack why these incidents occur on their watch.
The question we ask is, without this media reckoning, would these issues have been swept under the
rug yet again?
However, the responsibility does not rest solely on school district leaders and coaches but also on
the shoulders of the educational system as a whole. When incidents such as these occur, it is not the
end of the job to say someone was wrong. We must examine the system, as it informs and even
produces our day-to-day language and social interaction. Upon that examination it becomes glaring
how this can result in a person feeling secure enough to make overtly or indirectly racist statements
with no forethought of the consequences for themself or their audience.
In the interest of what Nebraska looks like in the years to come — whether it is a place that all
people would want to live, raise their families, put down roots — the work towards racial equity
must begin in earnest. We have to do better now, so that the ones who look to our example can also
do better in the future.
Tena Hahn Rodriguez is business development manager and Dominic Green is programs and faculty
manager with Inclusive Communities. Inclusive Communities serves Nebraska, Iowa and the region by
directing its efforts in the areas of youth, community and workplace human relations, and leadership
programming to achieve our mission of confronting prejudice, bigotry and discrimination.
 


LJS Editorial, 5/2: City election will shape the path ahead -- so vote in it
 
On Tuesday, Lincolnites have the opportunity to exercise the most important right in our democracy
by casting a ballot that will help determine, in part, which path the city should take for the next four
years.
Tuesday’s contests for Lincoln City Council, Lincoln Airport Authority and Lincoln Board of Education
haven’t drawn the attention of a mayor’s race or state and national contests that elect governors,
state senators, members of Congress and presidents.
But, practically, those who are elected Tuesday will have far greater impact on the daily lives and
pocketbooks of Lincolnites as they will address everything from property tax rates and public safety
to remote learning and potholes.
Many general election ballots have already been cast by mail or in early voting at the Lancaster
County Election Office. In the April primary, more than two-thirds of the 44,725 votes were cast
early. A similar percentage is expected in the general election.
That total came to 25% of Lincoln’s eligible voters. In contrast, in May 2020, 41% of those registered
voted in the primary election. Last November, that number increased to a record 78%.
While it is unlikely that Tuesday’s election will reach the 50% mark, an increase in voter turnout that
would break 33% turnout would be a good mark for local elections that, in fact, could be determined
by a few votes.
That is particularly the case in the Lincoln City Council race where the difference between the
second and fourth place finishers was just 600 votes. Three at large council members will be chosen
Tuesday.
Over the last month, the Journal Star editorial board has interviewed candidates for the contested
races via Zoom and considered information and positions the candidates contributed to the Journal
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Star’s Voter’s Guide. Those interview videos can be viewed along with the voter’s guide
at journalstar.com.


From those interviews and the voter’s guide, the editorial board has made the following
endorsements:
* For Lincoln City Council, the board endorses the three incumbents, Sandra Washington, Roy
Christensen and Bennie Shobe along with Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Commission member
Tom Beckius.
* For Lincoln Airport Authority, the endorsements go to John Olsson and Nicki Behmer.
* For the Lincoln Board of Education, the board endorses incumbents Kathy Danek and Don Mayhew
in contested races, along with incumbents Barbara Baier and Lanny Boswell, who are running
unopposed.
Polls are open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday. Take the time to vote to make your voice heard for the
good of the community.
 


LJS Editorial, 4/30: Spring Game shows return to normal is getting nearer
 
The world is ready to mingle again, ready to break curfew after a yearlong grounding. It's ready to
resume the life we used to know.
That's exciting. And a bit scary. Lest we forget that breaking curfew most times was followed up by
another round of being grounded.
That said, tread lightly. Nobody wants a return to normalcy more than we do, but we'll never stop
preaching caution.
And so Saturday might feel like a gameday -- albeit, the annual glorified scrimmage, but always a
suitable reason to pull out the grill, toss a few bags and enjoy a few cold ones -- this is really just a
test run to see if we'll be able to handle a little more in September.
More than 42,000 fans -- about half of capacity -- will be allowed inside Memorial Stadium on
Saturday for the Red-White Spring Game, making it the biggest mass gathering in Nebraska in about
18 months.
While it's an outdoor event with fresh air and warm temperatures, we continue to urge everyone to
follow the directed health measures put in place by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department.
Do the right things by wearing a mask, maintaining proper social distancing practices and showing
the same kind of patience and responsibility that has allowed us to curb the coronavirus's spread in
recent months.
With more than 41% of the state fully vaccinated, Nebraska is on its way to getting back to taking
part in the things we once took for granted.
Still, make no mistake. Saturday's spring game is only a test, the next progression on the road to
what we really want -- full houses allowed inside Memorial Stadium in the fall.
That happens only if we handle this weekend properly and show that the gathering of thousands
won't create a super-spreader event.
We are optimistic about the prospects.
Other parts of the world are already moving forward. In New Zealand, more than 50,000 showed up
to a concert last weekend to officially announce to the world that the island nation had officially
beaten COVID-19.
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The world is waking up. It's ready to party -- and so are we, just as we turn the calendar to May and
the quickly approaching summer months.
Saturday's spring game is not just a test for the Husker Football team but to see how we as fans
handle a Husker Saturday. It's also a litmus test for other activities planned in the coming months.
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln announced this week that Jazz in June, the annual outdoor event,
will take place every Tuesday evening on the grounds of the Sheldon Art Museum.
The downtown music venues are also gearing up for live shows. Their schedules are quickly filling up,
and Zoo Fest, the annual outdoor music festival held each July, is ready for a return.
In short, it's not hard to envision a return to life as we once knew it in the near future.
But responsibility is still required. And it begins on Saturday with the spring football game. 
 


LJS Local View: Together, we can begin to undo harm of Whiteclay
 
The closure of Whiteclay’s beer stores on April 30, 2017, was a significant victory for those wishing
to stop Nebraska’s complicity in the flow of cheap beer onto the dry Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
But it was only the first step. Since the beer store closures, little has been done by Nebraskans to
mitigate the harm inflicted on Oglala Lakotans by decades of Whiteclay beer sales.
Our research shows that drunken-driving crashes and fatalities are down in Sheridan County since
the closure of Whiteclay's beer stores. So are felony case filings. Whiteclay's violence and vagrancy
did not migrate to other Nebraska border towns, contrary to assertions made by those who fought
to keep the beer stores open. Sales tax revenue is up throughout Sheridan County since the beer
stores closed, including in Whiteclay, where tribal members once again feel safe to shop for
groceries.
While there are many reasons to celebrate the closure of Whiteclay’s beer stores, there remains so
much work left to be done. Oglala Lakotans who were permitted to drink on Whiteclay’s streets have
returned to Pine Ridge. But too many still have not received treatment for their trauma or their
addiction. Too many still lack adequate economic opportunities. As Nebraskans and former
Nebraskans, we can do more.
Over the past two years, we have secured 50 acres of property on the south end of Whiteclay. Our
objective is to create a footprint where Nebraska’s public health institutions can collaborate with
Oglala Lakotans and other Native health care professionals to bring long-term restorative services to
an unincorporated town with 12 residents whose four beer stores were once responsible for the sale
of over 3.5 million cans of beer every year.
One parcel, the former Lakota Hope Center, is currently being utilized by Anpetu Luta Otipi, the
Oglala Lakota Nation’s comprehensive alcohol substance abuse and treatment program. There are
opportunities for public health institutions, such as the Creighton University School of Medicine and
University of Nebraska Medical Center, to sublease space on the property, including three tiny
houses that could be finished out and rented on a short- or long-term basis.
Another parcel consists of 45 acres of undeveloped land directly across the street. This past winter,
leaders executed a memorandum of understanding with Thunder Valley Community Development
Corp., a tribal corporation whose mission is to empower Lakota families to improve the health of
their communities through the strengthening of their cultural identity. Thunder Valley has already
successfully developed a 34-acre tract of land in Pine Ridge that provides vocational training,
language preservation programs and a pathway to home ownership to Oglala Lakota residents.
Through this memorandum of understanding, our intent is to transfer to Thunder Valley these 45







acres in Whiteclay for the purpose of creating a campus that could include outpatient substance
abuse treatment services, transitional housing, permanent supportive housing and other restorative
services for those working to overcome addiction. World-class services and facilities, owned and
operated by a tribal entity.
One last parcel has been reserved for the creation of a history center and outdoor memorial to
honor those whose lives and life potential were cut short by Whiteclay beer sales. The history center
would not only create employment opportunities in the area but also serve as a meeting place for
Natives and non-Natives seeking to collaborate on a variety of topics, including the issue of missing
and murdered indigenous women.
Whiteclay’s beer store closures were a source a pride for many Nebraskans. Keeping beer stores
from returning to Whiteclay should not be left to chance. Working with Oglala Lakotans to create a
restorative campus in Whiteclay is the best way to ensure those beer stores remain closed. But it will
only happen if Nebraska’s state senators, public health institutions and benefactors step up and
answer the call. Real mitigation means making real commitments to those tribal entities that are
working to make Whiteclay’s restorative campus a reality.
The COVID pandemic may have slowed our progress over this past year, but it has not diminished
our drive. We are as determined as ever to help Oglala Lakotans create a restorative campus in
Whiteclay that will transform the narrative of this unincorporated town from a place of death and
destruction to a place of hope and healing. Together, we can begin to mitigate the past harm done
by this place.
John A. Maisch is an associate professor of legal atudies at the University of Central Oklahoma. The
Nebraska native served as Oklahoma’s liquor prosecutor and produced the documentary "Sober
Indian | Dangerous Indian" about Whiteclay’s beer sales.
 


LJS: So many questions for governor
 
As Nebraskans contemplate our next governor, I find myself wondering if we’ll ever get to the
bottom of the St. Francis debacle.
How can things go so wrong and result in no serious accountability in government? Why was Sen.
Machaela Cavanaugh shut out of the investigative committee when her research into the problem
was the genesis of that committee? Why did a legislator who doesn’t want the investigation get
appointed as a member?
Besides not knowing as much about the problem as Cavanaugh, were there other criteria for
choosing these committee members? Is there some commonality we’re missing that the press might
tease out?
Or I look to the unfortunate residents of deep-red Mead and Saunders County, which makes me
wonder how many directions “loyalty” goes in politics. Perhaps just one. AltEn is our Flint, our
second Asarco, and it’s being handled in the same manner as the first: with plausibly deniable
incompetence and casual disregard for the Nebraskans affected.
Oh well, there’s always the Superfund.
Should a governor protect the citizens? Or should he or she use the office to spread politically
charged misinformation and try to downplay proven public health measures during a global
pandemic?
Should the governor promote “the common weal”? Nebraska had long squandered a chance to
expand Medicaid to low-income residents with matching federal funds, a move numerous studies







have shown would shore up vulnerable rural healthcare systems and thereby protect the health of
rural Nebraskans.
The people finally had enough and petitioned Medicaid expansion into law. Nebraskans; are you
wondering where it is almost three years later?
So many questions. So few answers. Maybe when your party locks up the state government, answers
become voluntary?
We could ask ...
Gregory Wees, Omaha
 


LJS: Ricketts tips playing field
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts is at it again. During his term as governor, he has personally financed his chosen
candidates for Nebraska's legislative body in order to suit the Trumpublican agenda.
Now he intends to allow only selected media outlets to attend his press conferences. His office has
denied NOISE Omaha press credentials claiming that they are "an advocacy organization funded by
liberal donors." His newly developed application questions whether applicants are free of “real or
perceived” conflicts of interest, declines involvement in political activities and resists pressure from
lobbyists or interest groups.
Will he not grant credentials for local television stations owned by Sinclair Media (KFXL, KHGI, KPTM,
KXVO, etc.), not to mention all of the local radio stations that air ultra-right talk show hosts? A 2019
study in the American Political Science Review found that "stations bought by Sinclair reduce
coverage of local politics, increase national coverage and move the ideological tone of coverage in a
conservative direction relative to other stations operating in the same market.
Apparently, this is Governor Ricketts' idea of maintaining journalistic integrity.
Steve Kellogg, Lincoln
 


LJS: Kids caught in political fight
 
Govs. Pete Ricketts and Kim Reynolds have opted out of helping little migrant kids. I have some
comments.
Since the federal government will be paying for the children’s care, helping those kids will have little
or no impact on the state’s resources devoted to children.
Ricketts claims to be a good Catholic and Christian. Does he think Jesus would have rejected these
children when they clearly need help? Act like the Christian you claim to be, sir.
Nebraska is well known as a welcoming community that steps up and assists poor immigrants year
after year. We have agencies that have a lot of experience in this realm. These kids didn’t come into
the country legally, but these are children with extremely limited options. They are desperate and
need our help.
Their decision is clearly political and ignores the humanitarian aid that is needed now. As long as
they can oppose the president and his representatives, it looks like anything goes no matter who
suffers — even little children. 
William Hunt, Lincoln
 


AP: What's behind the growth slump? Takeaways from census data
 







The first batch of once-every-decade data from the U.S. Census Bureau shows a United States that is
growing less quickly but still seeing its population shift to the South and the West.
The data released last week was relatively basic — containing national and state-level population
figures and details of how they affect states’ representation in Congress. Still, it contained some
surprises and pointed to some consequential trends.
More sluggish growth ahead?The U.S. population grew to 331 million, a 7.4% growth rate from the
last time the Census Bureau counted every person in the country, in 2010. Those may sound like big
numbers, but it’s actually the second slowest rate of population growth the census has ever
recorded, just behind the 7.3% growth in the 1930s.
That decade’s slowed growth was rooted in the Great Depression. Our past decade’s sluggish rate
had similar beginnings in the long shadow of the Great Recession. The drawn-out recovery saw many
young adults struggling to enter the job market, delaying marriage and starting a family. That dealt a
blow to the nation’s birthrate. Then the pandemic hit last year and made matters worse.
But while U.S. population growth recovered after the Great Depression, demographers are not
optimistic it will pick up anytime soon. Most forecast even slower population growth in the decades
to come. Americans are getting older — the median age in the U.S. is 38, up one year from 37 in
2010. Immigration had been dropping even before the pandemic effectively shut it down. And many
Republicans have largely turned against the idea of immigration, legal or illegal, a new political
barrier to the country adding more population quickly.
“Unlike the Great Depression, it’s part of a process where we’re likely to keep having slow growth,”
said William Frey, a demographer at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C.
That has potentially grim consequences for the nation’s future.
“The big demographic advantage the U.S. once enjoyed over other rich nations has evaporated,”
John Lettieri, president of the Economic Innovation Group, tweeted after the census data release.
“Now there are more Americans 80 and older than 2 or younger.”
The great migration continuesThe U.S. population may be growing more slowly but it continued its
80-year-long trend of shifting to the South and the West.
Florida, Montana and North Carolina each saw enough growth to add a congressional seat, while
booming Texas gained two. Colorado and Oregon also gained new seats, while Michigan, New York
and Pennsylvania lost seats.
The snapshot tells a familiar story: Americans have moved out of the industrial Midwest and
Northeast, chasing jobs, more affordable housing, growing new suburbs and vibrant cities.
But, strikingly, the longtime symbol of Americans’ search for the new and the next wasn’t part of
that story. California’s growth rate wasn’t enough to retain its 53-seat delegation in the House. The
nation’s most populous state lost a congressional seat for the first time in its history, a fact that is
already forcing debate over whether Democrats’ control of state government is to blame.
 


AP: US vows again to ban menthol flavor in cigarettes, cigars
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. health regulators pledged again Thursday to try to ban menthol
cigarettes, this time under pressure from African American groups to remove the mint flavor popular
among Black smokers.
The Food and Drug Administration has attempted several times to get rid of menthol but faced
pushback from Big Tobacco, members of Congress and competing political interests in both the
Obama and Trump administrations. Any menthol ban will take years to implement and will likely face
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legal challenges from tobacco companies.
Thursday’s announcement is the result of a lawsuit filed by anti-smoking and medical groups last
summer to force the FDA to finally make a decision on menthol, alleging that regulators had
“unreasonably delayed” responding to a 2013 petition seeking to ban the flavor.
The deadline for the agency’s response was Thursday. The FDA said it aims to propose regulations
banning the flavor in the coming year and declined to speculate on when the rule would be finalized.
The action would also ban menthol and fruity flavors from low-cost, small cigars, which are
increasingly popular with young people, especially Black teens.
“We will save save hundreds of thousands of lives and prevent future generations from becoming
addicted smokers,” said Dr. Janet Woodcock, the FDA's acting commissioner.
She cited research estimates that banning menthol would prevent 630,000 tobacco-related deaths
over 40 years, more than a third of them among African Americans.
Menthol is the only cigarette flavor that was not banned under the 2009 law that gave the FDA
authority over tobacco products, an exemption negotiated by industry lobbyists. The act did, though,
instruct the agency to continue to weigh banning menthol.
The flavor’s persistence has infuriated anti-smoking advocates, who point to research that menthol’s
numbing effect masks the harshness of smoking, likely making it easier to start and harder to quit.
The mint-flavored cigarettes are overwhelmingly used by young people and minorities, particularly
Black smokers, 85% of whom smoke menthols. That compares to about a third of white smokers.
“The science is there, the data is there, so why are these products still on the market?” said Carol
McGruder of the African American Tobacco Control Leadership Council.
Her group sued along with Action on Smoking and Health, the American Medical Association and the
National Medical Association, which represents Black physicians. After the FDA announcement the
groups promised to keep pushing for swift implementation: “this is not the end of this fight, only the
next stage.”
For decades, companies focused menthol marketing and promotions on Black communities,
including sponsoring music festivals and neighborhood events. Company documents released via
1990s litigation also show companies viewed menthol cigarettes as good “starter” products because
they were more palatable for teenagers .
“There was a specific, intentional focus on creating the next generation of smokers by making
menthol cigarettes available in those communities,” said Dr. Nia Heard-Garris, who chairs the
American Academy of Pediatrics’ group on minority health and equity.
In the late 1990s, new restrictions banned cigarette advertising from billboards, public transit and
most event sponsorships. Companies shifted more promotions to retail locations like gas stations
and convenience stores, which researchers have shown are heavily concentrated in Black
neighborhoods
About a third of all cigarettes sold in the U.S. are menthol and its elimination would be a huge blow
to tobacco companies, including Altria and Reynolds American, maker of the leading menthol
brands, Newport and Kool. With the slow decline of smoking, tobacco companies have been
diversifying into alternative products, including electronic cigarettes and tobacco pouches. But those
ventures still account for a tiny slice of industry sales.
A spokeswoman for Reynolds American said the company would submit evidence countering FDA’s
proposal.
“Published science does not support regulating menthol cigarettes differently from non-menthol,”
she said in a statement.







An Altria spokesman said in a statement that “criminalizing menthol” would have “serious
unintended consequences.”
The FDA stressed Thursday that its ban would only apply to manufacturers, distributors and retailers,
not individuals.
Smoking can cause cancer, strokes and heart attacks and is blamed for 480,000 deaths each year in
the U.S. About 14% of Americans smoke cigarettes, with rates roughly even between white and
Black populations. But Black smokers are less likely to successfully quit, a trend that the U.S. Surgeon
General and others have attributed to menthol cigarettes.
Menthol occurs naturally in mint plants. Known for its cooling effect, the chemical is used in cough
drops and other medicines. Cigarette makers began adding the chemical in the 1920s after realizing
it reduced the throat hit of cigarettes.
Past government efforts targeting menthol have faced opposition from lawmakers from traditional
tobacco states like North Carolina, but also some members of the Congressional Black Caucus, many
who have received campaign contributions from cigarette makers.
Some caucus members warned that banning menthol would create an illegal market for the
products, subjecting Black communities to increased law enforcement.
But calls for action have been growing and last year the House of Representatives voted to ban the
flavor with support from the majority of Black members. The bill stalled in the Republican-controlled
Senate after President Donald Trump made clear he opposed the measure.
The FDA's attempts to get rid of menthol have repeatedly been delayed or derailed by forces inside
and outside government.
In 2011, an outside panel of FDA advisers recommended banning menthol after concluding that it
increases smoking among young people and minorities and makes it harder for them to quit. But
cigarette makers challenged the findings in court, claiming some panel members had conflicts of
interest they hadn't disclosed.
In 2013, the FDA conducted its own internal study and reached similar conclusions, but the Obama
administration did not move ahead with a ban.
Under the Trump administration, FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb tried to again restart the
process but it was never greenlighted by the White House.
Massachusetts and California have passed laws banning menthol. But California’s ban was
suspended in January after a legal challenge backed by tobacco companies; the issue is on the ballot
next year.
 


LA Times: New CDC mask guidance draws clear line between vaccinated and
unvaccinated Americans
 
In the eyes of U.S. health officials, there are two groups of people: those who are vaccinated against
COVID-19 and those who are not. And they’re stepping up their efforts to get unvaccinated
Americans to switch sides.
New guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention regarding when people can
safely shed their masks make the benefits of vaccination abundantly clear. Instead of focusing on the
serious and potentially deadly risk of COVID-19 to those who aren’t immunized, they emphasize the
extent to which those who are can return to an almost-normal life.
“Over the past year we have spent a lot of time telling Americans what they cannot do, what they
should not do,” Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director of the CDC, said in a briefing Tuesday. “Today I’m



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2F3603922eebeb0e35d0967fc9e7c10724&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C99886782eabf43c22f5908d90e3ee38f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556485543667016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lsgxPY7QtsTnBrGQ3veVRtAW35aKrWdVQIbn4owYU8c%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fbusiness-health-lawsuits-us-news-ap-top-news-9c1f5991cfb5400ca57e80470e064ed9&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C99886782eabf43c22f5908d90e3ee38f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556485543676965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iA7jf8DGroMjyzZL%2FY5yOam%2BYw4o98ZSTtqBwX71N3Y%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fhealth-smoking-north-america-us-news-business-97d245611ac44f42b74e21a9b2180377&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C99886782eabf43c22f5908d90e3ee38f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556485543676965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kWZDrT%2FDWSyTEQTSbGai%2BgbCgOheMcNCHbk4WTtV8Is%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fhealth-smoking-north-america-us-news-business-97d245611ac44f42b74e21a9b2180377&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C99886782eabf43c22f5908d90e3ee38f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637556485543676965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kWZDrT%2FDWSyTEQTSbGai%2BgbCgOheMcNCHbk4WTtV8Is%3D&reserved=0





going to tell you some of the things you can do — if you are fully vaccinated.”
Walensky painted a detailed picture of the greater freedom vaccinated Americans can safely enjoy
compared with their unvaccinated peers. She and other health officials hoped that doing so would
incentivize those who haven’t yet rolled up their sleeves to change their minds and get their shots.
“If you are fully vaccinated, things are much safer for you than those who are not yet fully
vaccinated,” Walensky said, emphasizing the divide. “This guidance will help you, your family, and
your neighbors make decisions based on the latest science and allow you to safely get back to things
you love to do.”
The upside of immunization includes outdoor reunions with extended family and al fresco dining
with friends — all without wearing a mask.
With a mask, vaccinated people can safely attend crowded concerts and sporting events, watch a
movie inside a real theater, and take a high-intensity exercise class. None of those activities are
considered safe for people who aren’t vaccinated.
President Joe Biden, who got his first dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in December, spelled out
his administration’s message in a briefing on the North Lawn of the White House.
“The bottom line is clear: If you’re vaccinated, you can do more things more safely,” he said. “Go get
the shot.”
The new message could give the country the booster shot it needs to prevent the country’s
vaccination campaign from losing too much steam. More than 54% of all adults in the U.S. have now
received at least one shot of COVID-19 vaccine, and more than 37% are fully vaccinated, according
to the latest figures from the CDC.
But there’s still a long way to go to achieve herd immunity. That will occur when so many people are
immune to the coronavirus that it won’t be able to find new hosts to infect and the outbreak will
peter out. Experts estimate that up to 85% of the population will need to be vaccinated to reach that
protective threshold.
Officials also feel a sense of urgency to get the country vaccinated before more dangerous
coronavirus variants have the opportunity to take hold and spread.
A highly contagious variant from the United Kingdom already has become the dominant strain in the
U.S., but it is vulnerable to COVID-19 vaccines. Other variants of concern have shown some
resistance to vaccines and treatments.
Yet vaccination rates have slowed in recent weeks. According to CDC data, the seven-day moving
average of daily vaccinations peaked well above 3 million per day on April 11, but dropped to just
above 2.5 million last week.
Around the country, some communities are showing such little interest in the vaccines that officials
have turned down shipments. About half of the counties in Iowa stopped asking the state for new
doses, and roughly three-quarters of counties in Kansas have declined new shipments at least once
over the last month. Officials in Mississippi asked the federal government to ship vials in smaller
packages so that unused doses don’t go to waste.
“We’re at this point … where we have greater supply than we have demand,” White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki said last week.
The Biden administration has responded by offering more financial and technical assistance to
states, ramping up media campaigns and sending more vaccine directly to primary care physicians.
The new messaging adds to that.
“There’s always been a push to get people vaccinated,” said Dr. Timothy Brewer, an infectious
disease expert at UCLA. The CDC’s updated guidance represents “more of a carrot approach.”







For instance, the CDC used to tell everyone that restaurant dining was safer when seated outdoors
than indoors. Now it says vaccinated people can safely dine together outside without wearing masks
but warns those who are not vaccinated that the same meal would be moderately risky, even with
masks on.
Likewise, eating and drinking indoors is safe for vaccinated people who wear masks, but not for
unvaccinated people no matter how many precautions they take.
Heading inside for a spin class, pilates workout or date with a treadmill used to be discouraged for
everyone. Now such workouts are deemed safe for vaccinated people who wear masks but are still
unsafe for those who lack the protection of the shots.
Drive-in movies and DIY backyard theaters used to be preferred across the board. As of Tuesday,
vaccinated people alone have the CDC’s blessing to return to movie theaters with masks.
Vaccinated people with masks are also cleared for indoor worship services — and can even sing in a
choir. Without the vaccine, neither activity is considered safe.
“I am optimistic that people will use this information to take personal responsibility to protect
themselves and to protect others,” Walensky said.
Dr. Monica Gandhi, an infectious disease specialist at UC San Francisco, commended the CDC for
giving vaccinated people more leeway.
“Loosening restrictions as we go along can serve as a motivating factor to get vaccinated for those
still on the fence,” she said.
The science supports the move, Gandhi and others said. For instance, she pointed out that
coronavirus transmission is roughly 5,000 times less likely to occur outdoors than inside.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease, cited
laboratory studies, clinical trials and vaccine rollouts to argue that the more Americans are
vaccinated, the safer they’ll be.
Real-world data from Israel, where more than half of the population is fully protected by the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine, show that the shot is highly effective against the U.K. variant that is prevalent
here.
And in the U.K., where more than 60% of adults are fully vaccinated, a campaign that employs the
Pfizer-BioNTech shots along with ones made by Moderna and AstraZeneca has kept the virus at bay.
In both countries, “as the vaccine doses increase, the cases come down,” Fauci said.
The same is likely to be true for the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, though more data are needed, he
said.
It did not take long for the president to start leading by example. At his Tuesday briefing, Biden wore
a mask as usual as he walked to a microphone, then removed it to make his remarks.
But in a shift, he kept it off as he walked back to the White House.
Smiling broadly, the president said he wouldn’t put it back on until he went inside.
By Amina Khan and Karen Kaplan
 


AP: Iowa turns down 71% of available vaccines on weak demand
 
DES MOINES (AP) — Iowa is turning down nearly three quarters of the vaccine doses available to the
state from the federal government because demand for the shots remains weak.
The Iowa Department of Public Health and Safety said the state asked the federal government to
withhold 71% of the 105,300 vaccine doses that were available for the week of May 10. This is the
second week in a row that the state has asked the federal government to hold back part of its







allocation of vaccine doses.
Department spokeswoman Sarah Ekstrand told the Des Moines Register that 88 of Iowa’s 99
counties have told the state that they don’t need all or part of their weekly vaccine allocations for
that week. That’s an increase from the 80 counties that declined vaccine shipments for this week
and the 43 counties that declined all or part of their allocations last week.
“As we have shared before, these counties are doing exactly the right thing by only accepting the
volume of vaccine that they can confidently administer,” Ekstrand said.
Demand for the vaccines appears to have peaked in early April across Iowa when the state set a
record by giving 51,322 shots in one day. By last week, the highest daily total of vaccines given was
only 23,159.
As of Saturday, 56.5% of all Iowa adults had received at least one dose of the vaccine, according to
the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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From: Shelburn, Andrew
To: Shelburn, Andrew
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 6-1-22
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 8:10:40 AM


AG VALLEY CO-OP
Eustis, NE
Commodity Delivery Price Basis Date (as of)
Corn Jun 2022 7.49 -5.00 07:48
Corn Oct 2022 6.67 -45.00 07:47
Milo Jun 2022 6.94 -60.00 07:48
Milo Oct 2022 6.57 -55.00 07:47
Soybeans Jun 2022 15.74 -55.00 07:45
Soybeans Oct 2022 14.50 -70.00 07:54
Wheat Jun 2022 10.97 -85.00 07:46
Wheat Jul 2022 10.97 -85.00 07:46


 
TV and Radio
KLKN: Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts reveals new license plate design
NTV: New license plate features design from Capitol mosaic
NPM: New Nebraska License Plates Feature Capitol Mosaic
10/11: Nebraska’s new license plate design unveiled
KETV: Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, First Lady Susanne Shore unveil state's new license plate design
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts announces new Nebraska license plate design: 'Genius of Creative Energy'
KMTV: Nebraska unveils new license plate design, drivers deliver mixed reaction
NCN: Gov. Ricketts announces Nebraska's new license plate design (no video)
NCN: Nebraska getting new license plate design, in 2023 (no video)
KPTM: Not your typical license plates for Nebraska's new design (no video)
WSCJ: Ricketts Says Mass Shootings Focus Should Target Mental Health
NPM: Baby Formula Still Scarce, Even After Nebraska's WIC Relaxes Restrictions (no audio)
KETV: Environmental Protection Agency samples air at former AltEn ethanol plant in Mead, Nebraska
 
Governor
OWH: New Nebraska license plate design features art from Capitol
LJS: Watch now: New license plates unveiled, will depict renowned Nebraska Capitol mosaic
Nebraska Examiner: New license plate evokes creative use of Nebraska’s natural resources
Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts says ‘absolutely’ 18-year-olds in Nebraska should be able to buy AR-15s
Kearney Hub: Gov. Ricketts will highlight legislative successes at Lexington town hall
Scottsbluff SH: Gov. Ricketts to host “Legislative Wrap-Up" Town Hall in Chadron
Scottsbluff SH: SHS graduate Cade Horn recognized for perfect ACT score
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State Capitol
LJS: State asks judge to keep county requirements for petitions in place
 
Coronavirus
OWH: COVID-related hospitalizations tick up in Nebraska
LJS: Lincoln sees slight decline in COVID-19 cases
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: Omaha city officials: Drinking water not impacted by runoff from chemical fire
OWH: Judge dismisses wrongful death lawsuit filed by parents of Jake Gardner
OWH: Nebraska girl survives grueling day at Scripps National Spelling Bee
 
Opinion
OWH Public Pulse


1. Bring out the best
2. Loss of a child
3. Guns, of course
4. Ban assault weapons
5. Political inaction
6. NRA irony
7. Guns welcome everywhere?
8. Political machine
9. JFK 105


10. How many?
11. Children more important


LJS Editorial, 6/1: A win and a warning for prison system
LJS Local View: We can weep, but then we have to act
LJS Letters


1. T-CPR can save lives
2. Real answers start with us


 
National/Federal
AP: Biden running out of options to tame soaring gas prices
AP: Biden to meet with baby formula makers on easing shortage
Nebraska Examiner: Gun control bills to be taken up by U.S. House panel in emergency meeting
 


OWH: New Nebraska license plate design features art from
Capitol


 
LINCOLN — Nebraska’s newest license plate will feature a backdrop of an original mosaic described
as “the crown jewel” of art pieces on display inside the Capitol.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, along with first lady Susanne Shore and several state officials, unveiled the new
license plate design Tuesday morning. Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles Director Rhonda
Lahm said she expects the state will print about 3 million new plates before the end of the year and







start issuing them in January.
The new general plate depicts a mosaic called “The Genius of Creative Energy,” which features a
man riding atop the clouds behind a backdrop of lightning and clouds. It is one of dozens of original
mosaics designed by artist Hildreth Meiere, but Drew Davies, owner of Oxide Design Co. who
submitted the design, described it as “the crown jewel” of the Capitol, as it is one of the first pieces
visitors see displayed on the floor coming through the building’s main entrance.
Ricketts said the image also represents Nebraska’s agricultural community, whose members
routinely come up with creative solutions that help power the state.
Shore led the plate design project and said she started brainstorming in 2018, after Ricketts was
reelected. It wasn’t until late 2021 when they settled on the final design.
Though some may not recognize the image on the plate, Ricketts said he thinks the design will
educate Nebraskans about the original art that is available to view inside the Capitol.
“The building is like a history book,” said Capitol Administrator Bob Ripley.
Nebraska’s license plate designs, which are renewed every six years under state law, have
encountered a fair share of controversy over the last decade.
In 2009, a plate design contest was hijacked by internet comedy company CollegeHumor, which
encouraged its audience to vote for a plain gray design that then won the contest — temporarily.
After Omaha World-Herald reporters asked to see the raw data, the company that ran the state
website admitted that it had given state officials bad information and that another plate actually had
won.
In 2017, Ricketts’ administration selected the design, going with an image of a Sower statue that was
supposed to represent the one that sits atop the Capitol. However, The World-Herald later reported
that the image was the wrong Sower, and was actually a statue at Michigan State University. The
state quickly revised the design to showcase the correct Sower.
Though she stands by the latest design, Shore said she expects the newest plate will see its share of
public criticism.
“It is sort of a state sport in every state,” Shore said.
However, she said she hopes over time, the design will come to be known as a beloved license plate
for Nebraska.
By Erin Bamer
 


LJS: Watch now: New license plates unveiled, will depict
renowned Nebraska Capitol mosaic


 
A depiction of the mosaic artwork that initially greets visitors to the state Capitol as they walk
toward the Rotunda will adorn new Nebraska motor vehicle license plates for the next six years.
The mosaic embedded in the floor at the Capitol's second-floor north entrance depicts stars and
lightning, the sun, the moon, a planet and represents "the genius of creative energy," Gov. Pete
Ricketts, first lady Susanne Shore and state officials said in unveiling the new design at a Tuesday
news conference.
The mosaic was the creation of Hildreth Meiere, a renowned American muralist whose artwork
adorns Radio City Music Hall and St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City.
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"It embodies the spirit of Nebraska," Shore said, in its depiction of energy.
Meiere received the gold medal in mural decoration from the Architectural League of New York for
her designs at Nebraska's Capitol.
"It's kind of a cool thing that we've got things in Nebraska that you may not expect," Ricketts said.
Capitol Administrator Bob Ripley described the mosaic as "a great piece of Nebraska fine art."
Drew Davies, owner and design director of Omaha-based Oxide Design Co., which fashioned the
license plate design, described the choice as "a winner."
Shore said Nebraska's license plate will be incredibly unique and she recognizes in advance that it's
"a state sport in every state to criticize license plates."
But, she said, she believes it will become "a very beloved license plate."
The new license plate will be issued beginning in 2023 and remain attached to cars and trucks for
the next six years.
Answering questions on other topics, Ricketts continued his broad defense of gun ownership rights
in the wake of the latest school shooting in Texas that left 19 children and two adults dead.
"Absolutely, yes," he said when asked whether an 18-year-old should have been allowed to purchase
an AR-15 semi-automatic rifle.
"We ought not to focus on the gun, but on the person pulling the trigger," the governor said, and
that points to "a mental health issue."
Some of the criticism now being aired represents "red herrings on how to restrict gun rights,"
Ricketts said.
By Don Walton
 


Nebraska Examiner: New license plate evokes creative use of
Nebraska’s natural resources


 
LINCOLN — A mosaic depicting a Roman chariot driver with flowing hair and ripped muscles was
unveiled Tuesday as the background for the new state license plate, to be issued in 2023.
First Lady Susanne Shore, who led development of the new plate, joined her husband, Gov. Pete
Ricketts, and others in saying the mosaic, which is the first one visitors see on tours of the State
Capitol, will show Nebraska as more than cattle, windmills and sunsets — the traditional icons used
on state plates.
“It’s a great piece of Nebraska fine art,” said Bob Ripley, the administrator of the State Capitol.
‘Crown jewel’ of Capitol artwork
“It’s like the crown jewel of all the pieces” of art in the State Capitol, said Drew Davies, an Omaha
brand and design consultant, who designed the plate.
The mosaic, entitled “The Genius of Creative Energy,” is one of several on the second floor of the
State Capitol done by artist Hildreth Meière in 1927 to depict the story of Nebraska.
By state law, the state license plate must be changed every six years.  Ricketts said he selected his
wife for the project because she had a “passion” for the project — and because she picks out the
wall colors in their home.
While it’s not a traditional design, the governor said it’s “kind of a cool thing” that it will depict
something different and showcase the kind of artwork found all over the State Capitol, a unique,







tower capitol building recognized for its architectural mastery.
‘Walking history book’
Ripley described the building as “a huge, three-dimensional, walking history book of Nebraska.”
The Genius of Creative Energy depicts the chariot driver harnessing the powers of wind, Earth, fire
and water. Ricketts said it illustrates the creativity of Nebraskans in developing businesses and
creating inventions such as the center-pivot irrigation system.
Shore acknowledged that criticizing the state license plate design is somewhat of a “state sport in
every state,” including here and in her native Oklahoma.
“We have complete confidence in this design because it’s incredibly unique,” Shore said. “I’m willing
to stand behind it.”
“I think time will show that this will become a very beloved license plate,” she added. “It is a
winner.”
Reviews aren’t flattering
But most responses to a reporter’s tweet Tuesday of the new plate weren’t flattering, ranging from
“ugh,” “ugly” and “boring,” to “the background makes no sense and is hidden.” Others suggested
switching to one of the state’s many “speciality” license plates that feature mountain lions, a “chose
life” mother and child, and bicycling and hiking.
“This is just a way to force us to spend more money on those speciality plates,” said one response.
A dozen designs considered
Shore said she consulted with several designers over 18 months, seeking a plate that represented
the entire state and embodied the “spirit” of Nebraska. The “Genius” won out over about a dozen
other proposals.
She said it was a much more complex task than she anticipated because there are so many rules
involving colors, size of lettering, readability and placement of numbers and letters.
Blue was chosen for the color of the plate, Shore said, because the mosaic has a blue-gray color and
because blue is a state color.
Rhonda Lahm, director of the Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles, said the new plates will be
issued beginning in January. About 3 million plates will be needed in 2023, she said, and about 9
million will eventually be produced.
State prison inmates, as required in state law, produce the license plates, Lahm said.
By Paul Hammel
 


Nebraska Examiner: Ricketts says ‘absolutely’ 18-year-olds in
Nebraska should be able to buy AR-15s


 
LINCOLN, Neb. (Nebraska Examiner) — Should an 18-year-old be allowed to buy an AR-15?
“I would say that in the state of Nebraska, the answer is  ‘absolutely yes,’” replied Gov. Pete Ricketts
when asked at a Tuesday press conference.
Banning those under 21 from buying military-style rifles emerged as a major issue after a teenager in
Texas, just after his 18th birthday, purchased two AR-15s. He used one of them to kill 21 people —
19 of them 4th graders — inside an elementary school last week in Uvalde, Texas.
‘Root cause’







Ricketts, a staunch supporter of gun rights who advocated this year for an end to Nebraska’s
concealed handgun carry training and registration requirements, told reporters Tuesday that the
focus after such mass shootings should be on the person “pulling the trigger” and not the weapon
used.
“That’s where the real problem lies,” he said, mentioning that the “root cause” is mental health care.
A number of steps have been taken recently to address that cause, the Republican governor said,
including the allocation of $40 million this year from the state’s American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funds for new mental health care facilities.
He added that a study last year by Stanford University found that 28 of 35 recent gunmen in mass
shootings had some psychiatric diagnosis. That study looked only at assailants who survived. 
"Most people in Nebraska are law-abiding citizens. And we ought not to focus on the gun but the
person who is pulling the trigger."
– Gov. Pete Ricketts
AR-15s and their variants, which have been billed as “America’s rifle” by the National Rifle
Association, are lightweight, self-loading, semi-automatic rifles that gun control groups define as
“assault weapons.” They can be fitted with high-capacity ammunition magazines allowing them to
fire more than 10 rounds before reloading. 
“They are generally capable of firing far more bullets, far faster than manual-action hunting rifles,”
says the website for Everytown for Gun Safety, adding that the “muzzle energy” of an AR-15 can be
four times greater than a handgun, thus inflicting more damage.
 That national gun control group was formed after 20 schoolchildren and six teachers were gunned
down in 2012 in Sandy Hook Elementary School in Everytown, Connecticut. It maintains that banning
sales of such “excessively dangerous” weapons will prevent mass shooting injuries and deaths. 
"Lawmakers should act urgently to prohibit these excessively dangerous firearms."
– Everytown for Gun Safety
Assault rifles, which were banned federally from public sale in the U.S. from 1994-2004, have
accounted for 25% of the deaths and 76% of nonfatal injuries in mass shootings between 2009 and
2018, assault weapons, according to Everytown for Gun Safety.
USA Today reported that AR-15s, or variants of the gun, have been used in 11 mass shootings since
2012, including at Sandy Hook Elementary School, an Aurora, Colorado, theater and a Parkland,
Florida, high school.
Ricketts, who often tweets about successful turkey, deer and goose hunts that he enjoys, used the
more generic term “rifle” in answering the question about AR-15s.
Later, when asked if sales specifically of military-style weapons should be banned, Ricketts said it
would be impossible to define what a “military-style” weapon is.
‘Red herrings’
“What are the qualifications for that? … You can’t tell what that is,” he said. “The military buys
handguns. Does that mean they’re assault rifles now?”
“You throw up all these red herrings about how to restrict people’s gun rights. But we actually have
to focus on what is really the root cause,” Ricketts said, “and that gets back to a person who was
disturbed and does terrible things, like we saw down in Texas.”
“We have to focus on, ‘How do we have better interventions? How do we get to the people who
need that help?’” he said.
He said that Cook County, Illinois, which includes the city of Chicago, has some of the most
restrictive gun laws in the country, but also one of the nation’s highest murder rates.







“Chicago has proven there’s no rationale” for additional gun laws, Ricketts said.
When asked if a “red-flag law” — which allows a judge to order the temporary confiscation of
weapons from someone suffering a mental-health crisis — would help prevent someone with mental
health issues from using a gun in a mass shooting, Ricketts disagreed.
Red-flag laws
He said that firearm possession is a constitutional right, which is “a high bar,” and that to take such a
right away requires due process.
Nineteen states, as well as the District of Columbia, have enacted red-flag laws.
One was proposed in Nebraska in 2020 by State Sen Adam Morfeld of Lincoln. But it prompted a
backlash from gun-rights advocates and a threat against Morfeld.
Ricketts did say Tuesday that he was supportive of an effort launched by State Sen. Lynne Walz of
Fremont, after the Uvalde shootings, to form a committee to study how to make school more secure
and safer for students.
Ricketts spoke at a National Rifle Association national convention in 2018. That same year, during his
last re-election campaign, he received a $2,500 donation from the NRA and $5,000 from Hornady
Industries of Grand Island, which makes ammunition. 
The NRA gave Ricketts $1,000 in 2014, the first year he was elected governor.
Nebraska Examiner is part of States Newsroom, a network of news bureaus supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as a 501c(3) public charity. Nebraska Examiner maintains editorial
independence. Contact Editor Cate Folsom for questions: info@nebraskaexaminer.com. Follow
Nebraska Examiner on Facebook and Twitter.
By Paul Hammel
 


Kearney Hub: Gov. Ricketts will highlight legislative
successes at Lexington town hall


 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts has announced that he will host town hall meetings in Lexington and
Chadron on Wednesday to discuss historic accomplishments during the recently concluded 2022
Legislature.
According to his announcement, Ricketts worked with lawmakers to pass the largest tax relief
package in Nebraska history, enhance public safety and strengthen Nebraska’s water resources.
Ricketts and others will give remarks before taking questions. The town hall events are open to the
public.
The legislative wrapup town hall in Lexington will be at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Lexington Public
Library, 907 N. Washington St.
The Chadron session is planned earlier in the day Wednesday.
 


Scottsbluff SH: Gov. Ricketts to host “Legislative Wrap-Up"
Town Hall in Chadron
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LINCOLN — Governor Pete Ricketts announced that he will host a town hall in Chadron on
Wednesday, June 8.
At the town halls, Ricketts will discuss the historic accomplishments of the 2022 Legislative Session.
Among other successes, the governor worked with the Unicameral to pass the largest tax relief
package in Nebraska history, enhance public safety, and strengthen Nebraska's water resources.
Ricketts and others will give remarks before taking questions. The town hall event is open to the
public.
The town hall will be held 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Chadron at the Bean Broker, 202 W. Second St.
 


Scottsbluff SH: SHS graduate Cade Horn recognized for
perfect ACT score


 
Cade Horn, a 2022 Scottsbluff High School graduate, recently garnered recognition by Gov. Pete
Ricketts and the Nebraska Department of Education as one of 22 Nebraskans in the high school
graduating class of 2022 to score a perfect 36 on the ACT.
Over a year after achieving that perfect score, Horn received notice that he would be recognized in
Lincoln. While Horn was unable to attend the ceremony in Lincoln on Monday, May 23, he said the
recognition for his academic achievement is appreciated. "It made me pretty happy because
throughout most of high school, up until that point, it's not that I had been unsuccessful necessarily,
but I had always kind of been lurking in the shadows," he said. "I hadn't had anything big to be
recognized for."
Horn took the ACT as a junior, receiving his score shortly after.
"I was pretty excited," he said. "I was expecting to get a pretty good score because I had done pretty
good prep for it.
"I was expecting to probably get something in the high 30s, but not a 36 immediately."
The score put Horn into an elite group of seniors, something Ricketts said was an impressive feat.
"Achieving a top score on the ACT exam is an impressive feat," Ricketts said during the recognition
ceremony. "These top-performing students have dedicated themselves to academic excellence, and
their hard work has paid off. Thank you to the parents and teachers whose guidance has made their
success possible. To the students — congratulations."
During the ceremony in Lincoln, NDE Commissioner Matt Blomstedt and ACT CEO Janet Godwin
joined the governor in recognizing the students for their outstanding accomplishments.
"Congratulations to the remarkable Nebraska students who achieved a top score on the ACT," said
Blomstedt. "These students are nothing short of incredible, working through extremely difficult
circumstances and overcoming obstacles through hard work and dedication. All of Nebraska should
be proud of their accomplishments and we wish them the best in the future."
Such success motivated Horn heading into his senior year to keep applying his learning.
"It was a big confidence boost," he said. "It made me feel like a lot of the stuff I had done wasn't for
not. It felt like I had learned a lot and had succeeded."
Now a Scottsbluff High School graduate, Horn said it can be overwhelming at times.
"There's a lot to do and there's a lot to look forward to," he said. "I'm excited for all of it."







Horn will attend the University of Nebraska — Lincoln this fall where he will study computer science.
"Computer science is kind of funny for me because I ended up getting into it on a whim," Horn said.
"I had pretty much convinced myself throughout my first two years of high school that I like
engineering. But I ended up taking one programming class and I realized that computer science is my
passion."
He took the class during his junior year and said he realized his affinity for programming when they
began working on individual projects.
"There was a point, I want to say toward the end of the first semester, where we started to work on
our first real independent projects," he said. "I realized how vast it can get and how much
exploration there is, even though it's been explored for a couple of decades now."
He is looking at the field of cyber security.
As students read his story, Horn said he hopes it inspires them to keep going.
"The best thing I can say is to keep pushing forward and keep pushing forward for yourself," he said.
"Make what you want to happen, happen."
By Lauren Brant
 


LJS: State asks judge to keep county requirements for
petitions in place


 
Lawyers for the state have asked a federal judge to throw out a lawsuit challenging Nebraska’s
requirements for qualifying ballot initiatives, saying that doing so would “drastically change” the
initiative process in the state.
In a 46-page brief filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court, attorneys representing Secretary of State Bob
Evnen said the complaint filed by Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana and the ACLU of Nebraska
lacked merit and would upend the initiative process outlined in the state’s constitution.
The lawsuit, filed earlier this month by Crista Eggers, a statewide campaign coordinator for
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana’s pair of petitions now being circulated, asserts the requirements
for gathering signatures are unconstitutional.
The filing in U.S. District Court, which names Evnen, seeks a preliminary injunction on the
requirement ahead of the July 7 deadline for submitting signatures.
Nebraska’s state constitution requires petitions to obtain the signature of 5% of voters in 38 of the
state’s 93 counties, which Eggers’ lawsuit alleges violates the equal protection and due process
clauses of the 14th Amendment, and violates the First Amendment rights of voters.
Under the current method, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana’s lawsuit states, voters in rural
counties, the vast majority of which have fewer than 10,000 residents, claim outsized power when it
comes to qualifying initiatives compared to urban areas, where most of the state’s population lives.
Plus, the lawsuit argues, organizers are forced to reallocate resources, which potentially strips voters
of being able to have their voices heard through the petition process.
While Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana have suggested that the signatures be gathered from each
of the state’s three congressional districts, or 49 legislative districts — which are apportioned by
population — the state said that plan would not work.
Replying on behalf of Evnen, the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office said the signature-gathering







requirement was integral to the initiative process in the state, and that doing away with it would
effectively cut rural Nebraskans out of the qualification process.
That, according to Solicitor General James Campbell, would effectively end the initiative process in
the Cornhusker state.
“(T)he multicounty signature requirement is so integral to the initiative right in Nebraska — an
indispensable part since its inception — that if this requirement falls, the entire initiative power
must fall with it,” Campbell wrote.
The attorney general’s office argued the lawsuit fails to state a claim and lacks standing, and argues
that it would be impossible to separate the signature requirement from the rest of the initiative
process, which was included in the Nebraska Constitution in 1920.
“This constitutional text and its historical development show that, from the very beginning, the
people envisioned an initiative process that guaranteed some measure of broad-based geographical
support and involvement,” the state wrote in its brief.
“They did not want a process that operated exclusively in large cities,” it continues. “They demanded
that citizens outside those urban centers be included. Allowing the initiative right to stand without
the multi-county requirement would thus ‘do violence to the intent of the (people).’”
The state also said the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment did not apply because the
constitutional right to vote is for candidates of “representative government” — not a ballot initiative
created under state law.
“The Supreme Court has never extended the fundamental right to vote into the very different
circumstance of this case — signing petitions to exercise one’s state-created right of initiative,”
Campbell wrote.
Instead, the attorney general’s office argued the rules set up by the state ensured “a significant
modicum” of statewide support for ballot initiatives, as well as one that reduced the possibility of
local initiatives from advancing.
The current rules also promote participating in the initiative process throughout the state, the
attorney general’s office said, and spread signature verification across several county offices, not just
a handful of counties that could be overwhelmed.
Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana is circulating a pair of petitions to qualify for the November 2022
ballot.
The first would require the Legislature to enact statutes that protect doctors who recommend
cannabis for their patients, and for patients who possess or use cannabis at the recommendation of
their doctor.
The second would require state lawmakers to pass legislation protecting private entities that
produce, supply or distribute cannabis for medical purposes in Nebraska.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: COVID-related hospitalizations tick up in Nebraska


 
Hospitalizations due to COVID-19 ticked up last week in Nebraska as omicron subvariants continue to
fuel a spring virus rise.
An average of 86 people were hospitalized with COVID in Nebraska for the week ending Saturday, up
19% from 72 a week earlier, according to figures from the federal Centers for Disease Control and







Prevention.
Statewide case numbers were down slightly last week, according to the CDC, but that appeared to
be due to a delay in reporting some positive test results over the Memorial Day weekend. Daily
numbers earlier in the week suggest cases were up about 10% from the previous week, which would
mark the seventh straight weekly increase in Nebraska.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services’ respiratory illness dashboard indicated
that the state recorded 2,017 new COVID cases for the week ending May 28. That also represents an
increase from the preceding week. The positivity rate of 11.6% also was up significantly from 5.1% at
the end of April.
The dashboard is updated weekly on Tuesdays with data on COVID-19, influenza and respiratory
syncytial virus, or RSV, a department spokesman said in an email.
The dashboard does not include data on hospital capacity or the share of hospital beds used by
COVID patients, as the agency has reported in the past.
The department, the spokesman wrote, is still tracking other data internally on a daily basis.
The monitoring of virus levels in wastewater in Douglas County and at most other sites across the
state also confirms that COVID case numbers continued to climb last week.
On a per-capita basis, virus levels in Nebraska last week still ranked among the lowest in the country.
Virus levels and hospitalizations also continue to be a small fraction of levels seen when the omicron
variant peaked in Nebraska earlier this year.
The nation as a whole is averaging 110,000 new cases a day, according to the CDC. While cases
appear to be leveling off in the Northeast, they have begun to pick up in parts of the West and
South.
However, it’s widely recognized that official case counts are undercounting the true number of
infections. Many more people are using the now widely available at-home tests, which are not
routinely included in official tallies. The Douglas County Health Department has a link to a form on its
website where residents can report results from at-home tests, but those outcomes are not included
in official counts.
Exactly how many cases are going under the radar isn’t known. But researchers at the City University
of New York estimated in a recent study that the true number of infections in New York City from
April to May was 31 times higher than official case counts. The study has not been officially reviewed
by other scientists.
Health officials continue to encourage people who haven’t been vaccinated to get their shots. Those
who have been vaccinated, they say, should get boosters. People ages 50 and older and those who
are immune compromised are eligible for a fourth shot. The Food and Drug Administration recently
approved a booster shot of the Pfizer vaccine for children ages 5 to 11.
In mid-June, an FDA advisory committee is slated to consider Pfizer’s application for a three-dose
series of shots for children under 5 and Moderna’s request for a two-dose regimen for youngsters
under 6.
Nebraska added 44 COVID deaths during the week, bringing the total of confirmed or probable
deaths in the pandemic to 4,284. More than 480,000 Nebraskans have tested positive for COVID
during the pandemic.
By Julie Anderson and Henry J. Cordes
 


LJS: Lincoln sees slight decline in COVID-19 cases
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Local COVID-19 cases declined last week for the first time in nearly two months.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported 417 cases for the week that ended
Saturday, down slightly from 422. That was the first decline in weekly cases since the week that
ended April 2.
Hospitalization numbers also declined over the past week, with the seven-day average of COVID-19
patients dropping to 17 as of Monday, down from 19 on May 23. There were 23 patients in Lincoln
hospitals as of Tuesday.
The Health Department said Tuesday that the local COVID-19 risk dial will stay in the mid-yellow
range for the third week in a row, indicating a moderate risk of spread of the virus.
The decline in local cases last week does not appear to be the start of a longer-term trend, as other
indicators show COVID-19 is still going strong.
The Health Department reported that local wastewater sampling showed an uptick in virus particles
last week. Also, the COVID-19 test positivity rate in Lancaster County rose from 12.3% to 16.1% last
week.
Statewide, COVID-19 cases increased slightly, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and
Human services, which reported 2,017 cases for the week ending Saturday, up from 1,995 the
previous week.
There also was an increase in the Nebraska test positivity rate, from 10.2% to 11.6%.
On a per-capita basis, virus levels in Nebraska last week still ranked among the lowest in the country,
the Omaha World-Herald reported. Virus levels and hospitalizations also continue to be a small
fraction of levels seen when the omicron variant peaked in Nebraska earlier this year.
The nation as a whole is averaging 110,000 new cases a day, according to the CDC. While cases
appear to be leveling off in the Northeast, they have begun to pick up in parts of the West and
South.
However, it's widely recognized that official case counts are undercounting the true number of
infections. Many more people are using the now widely available at-home tests, which are not
routinely included in official tallies.
Exactly how many cases are going under the radar isn't known. But researchers at the City University
of New York estimated in a recent study that the true number of infections in New York City from
April to May was 31 times higher than official case counts. The study has not been officially reviewed
by other scientists.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Omaha city officials: Drinking water not impacted by
runoff from chemical fire


 
The State of Nebraska will investigate chemical spills that flowed into the street and city sewers from
a massive Monday night fire at an Omaha industrial plant, although city officials said the spills should
have little or no impact on human health in Omaha.
The Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy had a person en route Tuesday afternoon to







begin an on-site investigation, said Carla Felix, a spokesperson for the department. Nox-Crete Inc., a
chemical plant where the three-alarm fire raged for hours, filed a notice of environmental concern
with the department Tuesday morning.
The blaze, in a Nox-Crete warehouse complex at 1415 S. 20th St., sparked concerns about toxic
runoff as black smoke filled the air and water carried materials into the city’s sewer system, with
fluid reportedly burning as it flowed toward fire trucks. It was unknown Tuesday exactly what
chemicals spilled into the sewers. But the Nox-Crete notification to the state listed three liquid
materials known to have been released: mineral spirits, acid and naphtha, a flammable petroleum
product that often is used as an industrial solvent.
Any chemical runoff that flowed into the sewer system will end up at the city’s Missouri River Water
Resource Recovery Facility, where it will be treated before it’s discharged into the Missouri River,
according to a joint press release from the Mayor’s Office and and the city’s Public Works
Department.
No unusual odors or discoloration of water flows were seen at the treatment facility as of Tuesday
afternoon, city officials said.
Workers on Tuesday morning did detect a visible sheen in the flow, which would indicate the
presence of oil, city officials said. But they said nothing had been observed that would potentially be
harmful to human health or the environment.
Officials said the city’s drinking water won’t be affected by the fire because the drinking water
comes from the Missouri River near Florence, which is in northern Omaha, or from wells located
along the Platte River in Sarpy County, which is treated to federal standards.
The officials did not address how any chemicals that the City of Omaha released into the Missouri
River will affect the river or people downstream, or whether cities downstream would be notified of
the spill.
The Nebraska Regional Poison Center sent a notice to Omaha-area emergency departments Monday
night about the Nox-Crete plant fire. “It is unknown what chemicals were involved,” the notice
reads. “Some of the chemicals may contain hydrocarbons which can cause respiratory irritation if
inhaled and possibly (central nervous system) depression.”
So far, the notice read, the poison center had been contacted by one person with an indirect
exposure who was experiencing dizziness. Emergency departments were asked to contact the
poison center if they saw any affected patients.
By early Tuesday afternoon, the poison center had been contacted by one other person about
symptoms, a center staffer said. People with concerns or questions can call the center 24 hours a
day at 800-222-1222.
In February, Nox-Crete reported to the state that it had stored hundreds of pounds of multiple liquid
chemicals, several of them flammable and some extremely hazardous, at its site, which straddles
20th Street near William Street. The fire tore through plant warehouses east of 20th Street, but Nox-
Crete buildings on the west side of 20th Street appeared undamaged.
Douglas County’s main air quality monitor near 41st and Pacific Streets didn’t pick up the smoke
Monday night because the wind was blowing the wrong way, a county official said Tuesday.
The Douglas County Health Department is not aware of any specific air quality concerns, but strongly
recommends that anyone who was exposed to the smoke and is not feeling well seek medical
attention, the press release said.
Firefighters responded to an automatic fire alarm at Nox-Crete shortly before 7 p.m. Monday. The
building already had been evacuated, and the fire quickly accelerated to a three-alarm blaze.







By Jessica Wade and Christopher Burbach
 


OWH: Judge dismisses wrongful death lawsuit filed by
parents of Jake Gardner


 
A federal judge has tossed a lawsuit filed by the parents of a bar owner who killed himself after
being charged with manslaughter in the shooting death of a Black man during unrest in downtown
Omaha in May 2020.
In a ruling filed two years and a day after protests sparked by the death of Minneapolis resident
George Floyd under the knee of a Minneapolis police officer, U.S. District Judge John Gerrard ruled
that David and Glenda Sue Gardner had no basis for the lawsuit alleging their son, Jake Gardner,
killed himself because authorities had violated his constitutional right to a fair trial.
Gerrard ruled the parents could not connect Gardner’s suicide to any constitutional violation. And
Gerrard rejected the notion that special prosecutor Fred Franklin, who guided the grand jury to
charges in the case, somehow conspired with Douglas County Attorney Don Kleine, who elected not
to charge Gardner before deferring to a grand jury.
Gerrard ruled that Franklin didn’t say anything that shocked “the conscience” at a press conference
announcing that the grand jury had charged Gardner, 38, with manslaughter in the May 30,
2020, death of James Scurlock, 22.
Gardner had confronted Scurlock outside his bar near 12th and Harney Streets after someone
shattered a plate-glass window and Scurlock’s friend hurled a sign at the window. Thinking the bar
had been shot up, Gardner and his father, David, went out and down the street, and David Gardner
pushed a bystander. Scurlock’s friend ran and decked David Gardner. David Gardner got up and held
a knife by his side.
Jake Gardner, a former Marine, then pulled a gun and held it by his side as he walked backward. A
young woman tackled Gardner from behind. On his back in a puddle, Gardner fired what he
described as a warning shot that caused her and Scurlock’s friend to scramble away. Scurlock
jumped on Gardner’s back and wrapped one arm under his chin and appeared to be wrestling for
control of the gun. Supporters have suggested Scurlock was trying to disarm an active shooter.
After an 18-second struggle in which Gardner yelled “get off me” several times, Gardner switched
the gun to his left hand and fired over his shoulder, killing Scurlock.
A day later, Kleine ruled that Gardner acted in self-defense, noting that Gardner claimed Scurlock
had him in a chokehold. Amid protests, Kleine agreed to allow a special prosecutor to be sought to
present the case to a grand jury. A judge appointed Franklin, a former federal prosecutor, to guide a
grand jury review of the case. Three months later, in September 2020, grand jurors charged
Gardner.
Gardner, who had gone to the West Coast after he said he received threats, killed himself in Oregon
on Sept. 20 rather than turn himself in to face trial.
John Pierce, a California attorney who has represented several Jan. 6 Capitol riot defendants and
who once represented Kenosha, Wisconsin, gunman Kyle Rittenhouse, filed a wrongful-death lawsuit
against Kleine and Franklin. Among the eyebrow-raising claims, Pierce alleged that Kleine and
Franklin conspired to deprive Gardner of a fair trial.
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In turn, Pierce alleged Gardner felt so hopeless and despondent that he killed himself. Gardner’s
parents pointed to a press conference Franklin gave after the indictment that, they said, cast
Gardner as “a racist and a killer.”
“Franklin’s opinions about the government’s evidence were nothing more than that,” Gerrard wrote.
“And Franklin’s confidence in the government’s evidence isn’t shocking to the conscience.
“There is absolutely no legal basis to conclude that Franklin or anyone else is liable, under federal or
state law, for Franklin’s alleged braggadocio.”
Nor is there any evidence that Kleine and Franklin conspired, the judge said. After Franklin’s press
conference, Kleine held an impromptu press conference criticizing Franklin for how he portrayed the
case. Kleine made it clear he stood by his determination that Gardner had fired in self-defense.
Gerrard said Gardner would have had ample chance to receive a fair trial, despite Pierce’s claims to
the contrary. Prospective jurors often haven’t heard much about even sensational cases; and jury
selection allows attorneys to root out jurors who have biases.
“The Court is confident that an impartial Douglas County jury could have been selected regardless of
Fred Franklin’s press conference,” Gerrard wrote. “(Pierce) insists that there would have been no
way to mitigate the prejudice he claims was caused by Franklin’s remarks. That legal conclusion is
untenable.”
“The right to an impartial jury doesn’t require ignorance” by prospective jurors, Gerrard continued.
It simply requires them to set aside previous knowledge of a case and rely only on evidence
presented in court.
The judge also took issue with some of Pierce’s legal arguments. At one point, the judge questioned
whether two non sequitur sentences had been inserted mistakenly into a brief Pierce submitted.
“There’s no other explanation for their presence,” the judge wrote. At another, the judge said,
Pierce argued that Franklin violated the so-called Brady rule that requires prosecutors to turn over
potentially exonerating evidence to defense attorneys.
Pierce “seems to be arguing that Franklin had a duty to disclose exculpatory evidence at the press
conference in order to make the public aware of it,” Gerrard wrote. “There is no such constitutional
obligation. But whatever counsel is arguing, it’s not a Brady violation.”
Gerrard wrote that “the loss of a child is devastating under any circumstance.”
“Gardner’s parents are undoubtedly bereaved, and of course they have every right to be,” Gerrard
wrote. “The events that led to this case were tragic for Gardner’s family and for Scurlock’s.
“But not all tragic circumstances ultimately lead to legal liability. This is one of those instances.”
By Todd Cooper
 


OWH: Nebraska girl survives grueling day at Scripps National
Spelling Bee


 
Elkhorn student Ananya Rao Prassanna advanced to the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling
Bee after surviving a brutal preliminary Tuesday that bounced out more than half the spellers.
Spellers had to get through three words in one turn at the microphone to advance. First, they were
given a word from a provided list of 4,000 — more than twice as many as in years past. Then, they
had to answer a multiple-choice vocabulary question about a word on the same list. Finally, they had



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcrime-and-courts%2Fin-dueling-press-conferences-franklin-and-kleine-disagree-over-points-in-scurlock-gardner-case%2Farticle_77d4ba57-2b0f-50f2-abe5-1f7e3313786f.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C4cd89f1657614cc8e22c08da43d01c6d%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637896858396579325%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zYmFFsOYQwz0RFoi4qCcMat3tHnfE8TIwtLhlIhxTsM%3D&reserved=0





to spell a word that could be found anywhere in Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary.
During her turn at the microphone, she correctly spelled “darnel” and “asymptote,” and accurately
defined the vocabulary word: “louche.”
When Ananya, 11, stepped to center stage, however, the odds weren’t looking good.
Five of the last 10 spellers had misspelled a word or flubbed a definition — the kiss of death under
bee rules.
But right away, Ananya, who attended fifth grade at Elkhorn’s West Bay Elementary School this past
year, gave the fans back home a good sign.
When pronouncer Jacques Bailly revealed her Round 1 word — darnel — Ananya confidently
responded.
“Is this a type of grass?” she asked.
Yes, indeed, Bailly confirmed. Ananya spelled it correctly.
Ananya said she remembered the word from the 4,000-word list.
In Round 2, spellers were tested on vocabulary. Bailly asked her if someone or something is
described as louche, would it be: a) sinister, b) perplexing, or c) overly informal.
Ananya looked a little less confident, but she got it right: sinister.
An expression of relief spread across her face. She smiled and said: “Thank you so much.”
She had studied the word only once.
“I knew it had to do with something being bad, so I put sinister, but I was actually going for another
option. So it was a bit nerve-wracking,” she said.
Her Round 3 spelling word was asymptote, a geometry term. She asked for the definition and
language of origin.
“Does this come from the Greek sym meaning together?” she asked.
Yes, Bailly said.
She spelled it correctly.
“My coach always tells me to ask roots and questions,” she said. “Doing so can help me figure out
the word.”
This year, the 234 spellers entered the bee from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Department of Defense Schools in Europe. Spellers also represent
the Bahamas, Canada, Germany and Ghana.
The champion receives a $50,000 cash prize from Scripps, a $2,500 cash prize and reference library
from Merriam-Webster and $400 of reference materials from Encyclopaedia Britannica, plus a
commemorative medal and trophy.
She earned her trip to the national bee by winning the Omaha Sports Commission Regional Spelling
Bee for Nebraska and Southwest Iowa. Her father is Prassanna Rajgopal and mother Sindhuja
Ramamoorthy.
According to bee records, Nebraska has produced two national bee winners. Virginia Hogan in 1929
won by correctly spelling the word luxuriance. Jennifer Reinke won in 1967. Her winning word was
Chihuahua.
Both were sponsored by The World-Herald.
The quarterfinals Wednesday begin at 7 a.m. Central time.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Political inaction
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Republicans care more about embryos than 10-year-old children. It’s more important to the likes of
Pete Ricketts, Greg Abbott, Ted Cruz and their ilk that an 18-year-old can buy an assault rifle for his
birthday present than the lives of children. I hope every night they go to bed, they see the faces of
these innocent children because these deaths are on all of them.
Janice Mohs, Omaha
 


OWH: Guns welcome everywhere?


 
Would somebody please ask Gov. Ricketts if it is OK for me to bring my handgun and AK-47 to
Wrigley Field when the Cubs play the Cardinals?
Theodore Dennis, Omaha
 


OWH: Political machine


 
Well, I see the shady political practices of the Ricketts’ political machine does not stop with the
junior or senior Ricketts. It even extends to the mom, Marlene Ricketts, who donated to the petition
drive on the voter ID proposal. And to no one’s surprise, it is being accused of fraud. (“Questions
surface on voter ID drive,” May 27). When are people in this state going to wake up? The Ricketts’
political influence and personal agenda to promote their own interests is so obvious it is pathetic.
This family does not represent Nebraska or Nebraska values. They need to be shown the exit.
Gary Glissman, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 6/1: A win and a warning for prison system


 
Late last month, Gov. Pete Ricketts and a host of Nebraska Department of Correctional Services
officials celebrated the unveiling of the “reimagined” Reception and Treatment Center, just weeks
after Ricketts and conservative Republican senators thwarted an initiative that would have brought
true prison reform to Nebraska.
Built on the parking lot that separated the Lincoln Correctional Center and Diagnostic Evaluation
Center on West Van Dorn Street, the Reception and Treatment Center effectively turned the two
facilities into one, updating, remodeling and rehabbing the old facilities into what Correctional
Services Director Scott Frakes called a “modern, highly functional prison.”
The “crown jewel” of the $125 million project, according to Frakes, is a 384-bed maximum security
wing that will begin to house incarcerated men later this summer. That wing, Frakes said, could get
the nation’s most overcrowded prison system “back down to operational level, operational
capacity.”
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But given that Nebraska also has the fastest-growing prison population in the country, the luster will
go off that jewel in, at most, months after it is opened.
In fact, the Reception and Treatment Center project vividly shows why Nebraska will not be able to
build its way out of the corrections crisis. That project was a half decade in planning and took
months of construction.
That would hold true for the new prison that Ricketts and the Corrections Department have
proposed and the Legislature authorized, but didn't fund. Given the time it would take to build and
staff a new prison, it would likely be nearly full on the day it begins operation.
But Ricketts, who initially supported the prison reform initiative, and the Legislature’s conservatives,
while celebrating the needed increase in beds and modernized center, scuttled the real reform.
That, notably, is directly opposite of the approach of the more than three dozen states that have
implemented prison reform, most often a coupling of reductions in criminal penalties with
treatment and enhanced supervision intended to help people succeed after release.
Those reforms have sent U.S. inmate numbers tumbling, including in Texas and other conservative
states, where prison reform was embraced by Republicans and Democrats, liberals and
conservatives, as the criminal justice vision for the 21st century.
But the backwards looking legislators and Ricketts opposed the reforms, arguing that the treatment
and enhanced supervision should come first, but doing nothing to implement them and then
attacking opponents and labeling sentencing reductions as “soft on crime.”
As long as that recalcitrant view of the reforms that other states have shown to work is dominant,
Nebraska’s prisons will remain in crisis, overcrowded with insufficient staffing and programming.
We can only hope that the new governor, who will be elected in November, and the Legislature that
will see a number of new senators in 2023, will change that view and adopt reforms that have
worked in the majority of states.
 


LJS Local View: We can weep, but then we have to act


 
The nightly news left me in tears last Wednesday.
I wept for the lives lost in the 27th school shooting in this country – 27 so far this year.
And I wept for the loss of individual rights of American women as a court action looms that will very
likely overturn the 1973 decision that gave them autonomy over their own bodies.
I wept for the children who loved to sing and play basketball and swim and dance to Guns 'N Roses,
who made the honor roll and played softball and brought joy to their parents’ lives every day – for
Alexandria and Alithia and Amerie and Annabell. For Eliahana and Eliana and Jackie and Jailah and
Jaycee. And Jose and Layla and Makenna and Maite and Miranda and Nevaeh and Rojelio and Tess
and Uziyah and Xavier. For their teachers, Eva and Irma, who died trying to protect their precious
charges on a late spring day in a small-town elementary school in the Texas hill country.
They died at the hands of a teenager who walked into a local gun store and bought a semiautomatic
rifle and 375 rounds of ammunition -- legally -- a few days after he turned 18, then went back and
bought a second assault rifle. I wept for his grandmother, who is recovering after he shot her in the
face.
I weep for the children forever traumatized by what happened in that classroom, children who
survived but will never, ever be the same.







I weep for the families of every single person affected by the 27 school shootings in this country so
far this year. There will almost certainly be more.
I look ahead to yet another round of let’s-do-something-right-now-about-these-senseless-killings
turning into another round of but-we-can’t-do-anything-because-Congress/the president/the gun
lobby-won’t take action. What will it take? How can this not be enough?
The shooting comes as the world continues to struggle with a deadly virus and the slaughter of
thousands of civilians and thousands of soldiers in a senseless war in Ukraine.
And it comes on the heels of the news that this country seems ready to take a step back to a dark
time when American women were not allowed to make healthcare decisions about their own
bodies.
While we are assailed daily by ads for products to help men suffering from erectile dysfunction,
women in Nebraska are getting ready to face a future in which a 14-year-old girl raped by her
grandfather or an uncle or a stranger cannot legally terminate a resulting pregnancy. A future in
which a 42-year-old woman cannot legally terminate a pregnancy after learning that the baby she is
carrying – finally, after years of hoping and praying – has a catastrophic abnormality. A future in
which an 18-year-old woman who might go on to invent life-saving or life-giving technology can’t go
to college because she is forced to carry an unwanted, unexpected pregnancy to term.
I work for political candidates who care as much about these things as I do. I vote. I go to the rallies
and wave my sign. I share what I believe to be pertinent, factual information about issues on social
media. I strike up conversations with friends and strangers about the state of our world and how
strongly I believe we must fight.
And still, I feel like I am not doing enough. Like I must do more.
I feel like we all must do more if we want to live in a country where people care more about children
than guns. A country where women are allowed to make their own decisions about their own health
and their own bodies. A country where the people we elect to represent us in Washington, D.C., can
get beyond hurling insults and threats at one another and do the work of the people.
So I ask this of each of you: Get up. Get out. March in the street, if you can. Make your voice heard.
Volunteer. Do everything you can.
And vote.
Catharine Huddle lives in Lincoln and was a longtime assistant city editor at the Lincoln Journal and
the Lincoln Journal Star.
 


AP: Biden running out of options to tame soaring gas prices


 
WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden has vowed to do everything in his power to fight record-
setting gasoline and diesel prices, but he's up against a stark reality: There are few options for
taming the surge.
While Biden has unleashed an unprecedented amount of oil from the U.S. Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, other tools at the administration's disposal would come at the expense of environmental
protection and have little effect on fuel costs stoked by strained crude supplies and a global shortage
of refining capacity. And the one sure-fire fix — for Americans to stop driving so much — is largely
outside his control.
"There's no silver bullet," said Benjamin Salisbury, director of research at Height Capital Markets.







"Anything they could do is going to have knock-on effects, and they're probably worse than the
benefits."
To be sure, oil and its products are globally traded commodities that are largely dictated by complex
supply and demand fundamentals. Still, Biden's inability to rein in high energy costs, coupled with
soaring food inflation, puts his Democratic party's congressional majority at risk for midterm
elections this fall.
Americans have already begun paring their driving in the face of gasoline prices that have set near-
daily records for the last two weeks, but no one should expect Biden to encourage more of that
conservation. It's politically perilous for presidents to ask Americans to reduce fuel use — as a
cardigan-clad Jimmy Carter proved in 1977, when he soberly implored the country to crank down
thermostats and slow driving to combat an energy crisis. He lost re-election three years later.
While Carter donned a cardigan, "Biden is in a blazer," and "trying to do business as usual," said
Kevin Book, managing director of research firm ClearView Energy Partners LLC. "Trying to tell
Americans they can't have energy when America is an energy super power and, more importantly,
when Americans are accustomed to low-energy prices and widespread energy availability, is a risk
very few politicians are going to want to take."
Short of Americans putting the brakes on their summer travel, here are some of Biden's options to
help bring fuel prices down:
Find more refining capacity
Biden's massive release of as much as 180 million barrels of oil from emergency stockpiles over six
months, on top of earlier drawdowns, may have limited crude price gains, but the bigger problem
now is a lack of global refining capacity to transform oil into gasoline and diesel.
The U.S. lost more than 1 million barrels of refining capacity when fuelmakers shut some of their
least profitable plants during the pandemic. The administration is exploring whether some shuttered
capacity could come back online.
Expand sales of higher-ethanol gasoline
The Biden administration has already moved to allow wider summer sales of E15 gasoline that
contains 15% ethanol by waiving it from fuel-volatility restrictions.
That could offer modest savings to motorists in the heartland, where E15 is more readily available
and can sell at a 5-10 cent discount to conventional E10 gasoline, according to Gasbuddy. But the
benefits aren't widespread. 
Waive fuel from air pollution rules
The administration could go further by waiving conventional E10 gasoline from anti-smog rules that
require low-volatility gasoline in the summer — a change that would allow fuel blenders to mix in
lower-cost butane and other materials.
But in the summer, higher volatility fuels evaporate at a faster pace, meaning tanks would need to
be filled more often. And less volatile winter-grade fuels typically run just a few cents per gallon
cheaper than summer grades.
The move would invite a backlash from environmentalists.
Lower biofuel-blending mandates
The Biden administration is under pressure to lower biofuel-blending quotas and exempt some
refineries from them altogether. Refiners have argued the measures could ease industry compliance
costs that are passed on to motorists at the pump — currently about 20 cents per gallon.
But the move carries political consequences, especially in rural America, where the renewable fuel
mandate is seen as critical to shoring up corn and soy demand. Biofuel producers say exemptions







would represent a betrayal of Biden's campaign pledge to support the policy.
Block gasoline exports
Some Democrats have urged the White House to throttle U.S. fuel exports in a bid to keep the
country supplied with low-cost gasoline. But any move to ban or limit fuel exports could backfire by
flooding the U.S. market with more fuel than it can use, prompting refiners to dial back production
to protect margins.
It also would send a conflicting message to refiners that are maxing out production now.
Waive U.S. tanker requirements
The 1920 Jones Act, which requires the use of American-crewed, -built and -registered vessels to
move goods between US ports, generally makes it too expensive to justify waterborne
transportation of fuel around the country.
Waivers that allow foreign tankers to move gasoline, diesel and jet fuel between U.S. ports could
help alleviate potential shortages on the East and West Coasts, regions most vulnerable to supply
disruptions.
Suspend the federal gasoline tax
Some lawmakers have advanced plans to suspend the 18.4 cents-per-gallon federal gasoline tax.
However, a gas tax holiday risks siphoning money from the Federal Highway Trust Fund that pays for
road and transit systems. And administration officials and top congressional Democrats caution
there's no guarantee the savings would be passed on to consumers.
Tap U.S. emergency fuel stockpiles
The Biden administration is considering withdrawing supplies from emergency stockpiles of fuel,
going beyond raw crude reserves. While the move could help prevent or plug fuel outages in the
Northeast, it would only be a short-term balm against high prices.
 


AP: Biden to meet with baby formula makers on easing
shortage


 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden is set to meet with infant formula manufacturers as his
administration works to ease nationwide shortages by importing foreign supplies and using the
Defense Production Act to speed domestic production.
The White House said Biden would host a roundtable Wednesday with leaders of manufacturers
ByHeart, Bubs Australia, Reckitt, Perrigo Co. and Gerber. The list is notable for who isn’t on it: Abbott
Nutrition, the company whose Michigan plant was shut down in February over safety concerns,
sparking the shortage in the United States.
Biden will be joined by Heath and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra and Surgeon General
Vivek Murthy. The meeting is expected to provide an update on what the administration has dubbed
Operation Fly Formula to import formula from overseas into the U.S. and deploy the Korean War-era
production law to require suppliers of the formula manufacturers to prioritize their orders in a bid to
ease any production bottlenecks.
Those measures will help but won’t immediately bring an end to formula supply shortages that have
left people who depend on formula facing empty shelves or limits on purchases.
The Food and Drug Administration began honing in on Abbott’s plant last fall while tracking several
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bacterial infections in infants who had consumed formula from the facility. The four cases occurred
between September and January, causing hospitalizations and two deaths.
After detecting positive samples of rare but dangerous bacteria in multiple parts of the plant, the
FDA closed the facility and Abbott announced a massive recall of its formula on Feb. 17.
U.S. regulators and Abbott announced an agreement last month that would help pave the way for
reopening the plant, though production has not restarted.
The White House did not respond to a request for comment on why Abbott was not included from
Wednesday’s meeting.
 


Nebraska Examiner: Gun control bills to be taken up by U.S.
House panel in emergency meeting


 
WASHINGTON — Following mass shootings in New York and Texas, the U.S. House Judiciary
Committee is holding an emergency meeting Thursday to mark up gun control legislation — though
it’s likely doomed.
The package includes eight gun-related bills, known as the “Protecting Our Kids Act,” and they are
expected to pass the Democratic-controlled House. But the legislation has little chance of making it
through the evenly divided Senate, where 60 votes would be required for any bill to advance.
Assuming every Democrat was in favor, they would need 10 Republicans to join. 
The House package would raise the age of purchasing semiautomatic rifles from 18 to 21, create
new requirements for storing guns in a home with children, prevent gun trafficking, require all
firearms to be traceable and close the loophole on bump stocks, among other things. 
The meeting was scheduled by Committee Chairman Jerry Nadler, a New York Democrat, after a
white supremacist killed 10 Black people at a supermarket in a predominantly Black neighborhood in
Buffalo, New York, on May 14. Ten days later, an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas, was attacked
by an 18-year-old man armed with a rifle, and 19 children and two teachers were killed.
Meanwhile, with both the House and Senate in recess this week, a small bipartisan group of senators
is also holding virtual talks to see if it is possible to develop any legislation on guns.
Last week, hours after the Uvalde slaughter, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, a Kentucky
Republican, did not commit to working on any gun control legislation with Democrats. 
However, a few Senate Republicans seemed open to the idea of red flag laws, which allow the courts
or law enforcement to remove a firearm temporarily from an individual who is distressed. 
Over the Memorial Day weekend, Sen. Chris Murphy, a Connecticut Democrat who has worked for
years to attempt to pass gun reform laws, tweeted that he has been talking with senators of both
parties about putting together a bipartisan gun violence bill. 
“Senator Schumer has given us just over a week to find a compromise,” he wrote. “This time, failure
cannot be an option.”
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, a New York Democrat, said that if Republicans do not work
with Democrats to come to an agreement, the Senate will still hold a vote on gun control legislation,
even if it fails, when the chamber returns from recess.
After the Uvalde massacre, the nation’s second-deadliest mass school shooting since Sandy Hook
Elementary a decade ago, Schumer took a procedural step to begin debate on two background
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check bills, with the possibility of calling for votes on them. 
The House-passed bills are H.R. 8, which “establishes new background check requirements for
firearm transfers between private parties,” and H.R. 1446, which “increases the amount of time …
that a federal firearms’ licensee must wait to receive a completed background check prior to
transferring a firearm to an unlicensed person.”
On Sunday, President Joe Biden visited Uvalde and called on Congress to stand up against the gun
lobby and send a bill to his desk. 
Gun rights groups, such as the National Rifle Association and Gun Owners of America, spent a record
of nearly $16 million in lobbying in 2021, campaign finance records show.
“I will meet with Congress on guns, I promise you,” Biden told reporters Tuesday.
The Senate Judiciary Committee is set to hold a hearing June 15 on gun violence. 
By Ariana Figueroa
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TV and Radio
KFOR: Governor: “Trump Not Responsible For January 6 Riot” (no audio)
KLKN: Gov. Ricketts cancels trip after Democrats plan a gun safety & pro-choice rally (no video)
NPM: Candidates for Nebraska's 1st Congressional District Special Election Participate In Hour-Long,
Televised Debate
NPM: One Year Later, Lincoln's Wastewater COVID Testing Continues to Prove Useful
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts opposes gas tax holiday, calls it a 'band-aid'
AP: Nebraska governor nixes Connecticut appearance amid protests
Stamford Advocate: Nebraska governor cancels plans to stump for Stefanowksi
CT Mirror: Fundraiser for Stefanowski by abortion foe Ricketts is cancelled
Kearney Hub: Kearney-based Guard MPs prep for year-long deployment to Middle East
Route Fifty: The Big Question About 'Red Flag' Laws With the Gun Safety Deal
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Number of COVID cases in Nebraska up for ninth straight week
LJS: Watch now: Wastewater surveillance serves as early indicator of COVID-19 cases
Nebraska Examiner: ‘Wastewater epidemiology’ helping to track spread and prevalence of COVID-19
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OWH: Ricketts opposes gas tax holiday, calls it a 'band-aid'
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts hit the brakes Monday on the idea of using a gas tax holiday to give
Nebraska drivers relief from rising fuel prices.
He said such a solution would only be temporary and, whether done by the federal government or
the state, would leave the state short of money to maintain and expand its roads and bridges.
“I’m actually against Band-Aid type solutions,” he said. “At the end of the day, that money is still
going to have to be made up.”
Ricketts commented during his monthly radio call-in show. He responded to a man identified as
“James in Blue Springs,” who asked whether the governor could implement such a holiday to help
with inflation at the pump.
Eight states have temporarily suspended their gas tax or a gas tax increase this year, while the idea
has been proposed in several others, according to Kiplinger magazine.
Maryland launched the first such holiday, but the 30-day break already ended on April 16. Among
the others, Colorado postponed a 2 cents per gallon tax increase from July 1 this year until April 1,
2023.







Legislation to cut the 18.4-cent federal gas tax down to zero for the rest of the year has been
introduced in Congress, but has so far failed to gain traction. The proposed holiday would make only
a modest dent in fuel prices, which averaged $5.01 a gallon nationally as of Monday.
Drivers could see a little more savings from suspending the state gas tax. Nebraska’s gas tax rate is at
24.8 cents a gallon for the first six months of the year. Under state law, it will be adjusted July 1
based on fuel prices and legislative appropriations.
While opposing a gas tax holiday, Ricketts said current levels of inflation are causing challenges for
Nebraskans. The annual inflation rate accelerated to 8.6% in May, the highest in more than four
decades, with energy prices leading the way.
“There is nothing more corrosive to our family’s pocketbooks than inflation,” he said.
Ricketts blamed the rise in prices on the Biden administration, including the president’s decision to
block construction of the Keystone XL oil pipeline. The pipeline was to carry Canadian tar sands oil
through Nebraska and connect with refineries along the Gulf of Mexico.
The governor encouraged consumers to use ethanol-blended fuels in their vehicles to save money.
He noted that the Environmental Protection Agency has approved the use of 15% ethanol-blended
fuel through the summer, in a move directed by President Joe Biden to help curb fuel costs.
By Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Nebraska governor nixes Connecticut appearance amid protests
 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, co-chairperson of the Republican Governors Association and a pro-gun
rights and anti-abortion conservative, has canceled his planned appearance in Connecticut on
Tuesday at a fundraising event for Republican gubernatorial candidate Bob Stefanowski.
Liz Kurantowicz, Stefanowski’s senior advisor, said Monday that Ricketts “had a scheduling conflict”
and cannot attend. The event, however, will still take place at a residence in Canton without
Ricketts, she said.
A message was left seeking comment with Ricketts’ media spokesperson. An official schedule shows
he has a news conference on Tuesday in Nebraska to discuss the opening of a state transportation
operations center and “out-of-state travel” commitments for the rest of the week.
Ricketts’ planned appearance, first announced last month, has drawn criticism from state Democrats
who labeled the Nebraska governor an “extremist” and questioned why Stefanowski would want to
host a governor who said he wants his state to outlaw abortion if Roe v. Wade is overturned by the
U.S. Supreme Court. The planned visit prompted local Democrats to organize a “Rally for Choice and
Gun Safety” at a school that’s near the fundraiser.
Katie Kenny, chair of the Canton Democratic Town Committee, said Monday the group still plans to
hold its rally even though Ricketts won’t be coming.
“I believe that they thought that they could play a double game, where they’re saying that they’re
moderate on these issues, but simultaneously raising money off bringing someone who is basically
red meat for their base and who would fire people up and get people to donate a lot to
Stefanowski,” she said. “And when they got caught, they backed out.”
Asked whether the planned protest had anything to do with Rickett’s cancellation, Kurantowicz
repeated her earlier, brief statement about the governor having a scheduling conflict.
As a Republican in Connecticut, a state more politically liberal, Stefanowski has taken nuanced
positions on some hot-button social issues. For example, on abortion, Stefanowski said last month
he would not attempt to change existing Connecticut law — the state codified Roe in state law in
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1990 — but thought the state “should consider” legislation that would impose a parental notification
requirement for minors under age 16, except in cases of rape or incest.
Endorsed by the National Rifle Association in 2018 when he last ran for governor, Stefanowski this
month said he’s “committed to enforce the existing Connecticut gun laws, they’re strongest in the
nation.” But he noted, “I don’t think we should be talking about a lot of changes right now until we
enforce what we have.”
By Susan Haigh
 


Stamford Advocate: Nebraska governor cancels plans to stump for Stefanowksi
 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, an ardent critic of efforts to impose tougher gun controls following
recent mass shootings, canceled a planned trip to Connecticut this week to stump for Republican
gubernatorial candidate Bob Stefanowski due to a scheduling conflict, the latter's campaign said on
Monday .
Democrats already announced plans to protest Ricketts' appearance at a Tuesday night fundraiser in
Canton over the governor's public stances in opposition to gun control and abortion rights . The two-
term governor was also scheduled to appear at a breakfast fundraiser for Stefanowski in Hartford on
Wednesday morning hosted by the Republican Governors Association, of which Ricketts serves as
the co-chairman .
Liz Kurantowicz, a spokeswoman for Stefanowski's campaign, said on Monday afternoon however
that a "schedule change" had prompted Ricketts to cancel his trip. She said there were no plans to
reschedule his appearance.
A spokesman for Ricketts' office in Nebraska did not respond to questions about the governor's
schedule.
Stefanowski, a businessman who ran unsuccessfully for governor in 2018, has faced repeated attacks
from Democrats and Gov. Ned Lamont over his association with Republicans such as Ricketts, whose
conservative positions on issues like guns and abortion contrast with Stefanowski's moderate
approach toward social issues and focus on an economic message, in particular hammering Lamont
over inflation and rising gas prices.
Lamont's campaign has sought to undercut Stefanowski's moderate image in recent weeks, accusing
Stefanowski of flip-flopping on stances he took four years ago and relying on the support of "
extremist allies " in the national conservative movement.
The news of Ricketts canceling his planned visit to Connecticut prompted a similar line of attack from
the Lamont campaign on Monday.
"After refusing to release his consulting clients and his 2018 NRA questionnaire, this is just the latest
attempt from Bob to conceal his actual positions from the voters of Connecticut," Lamont campaign
spokesman Jake Lewis said in a statement. "However Bob's record speaks for itself: from supporting
Trump and Trump's justices that are on the verge of overturning Roe v. Wade, to his promise to
'veto any legislation that makes it tougher on gun owners.' The simple truth remains that Bob is too
extreme for Connecticut."
Local Democrats, who helped organize the protest against Ricketts' appearance in Canton, also
questioned the rationale behind the change in plans.
Katie Kenney, the chair of the Democratic Town Committee in Canton, said she was surprised at first
when she heard of Ricketts' plans to visit the town, which went solidly for Democratic President Joe
Biden in the most recent presidential election. Stefanowski won the town more narrowly in 2018 ,







when he surpassed Lamont by about 5 percentage points.
"In many cases the Republican Party in Connecticut has tried to present themselves as more
moderate than that, so I was surprised that they would want to associate themselves with someone
with such extreme positions," Kenney said.
In response to Lamont's comments on Monday, accusing the governor of seeking to distract voters
from issues such as the mounting cost of living and an FBI probe into a former official in charge of
overseeing school construction grants. She did say whether either fundraiser would continue to take
place without Ricketts.
"While residents suffer at the hands of the Biden/Lamont inflation, Ned Lamont will continue to do
anything he can to distract people from his high tax policies and corruption scandals that make every
day harder in Connecticut," Kurantowicz said. "Bob has a plan to immediately tackle inflation, make
Connecticut more affordable and state government more accountable so these kinds of scandals
don't continue to plague our state."
Tuesday night's fundraiser was set to be hosted by former Hartford Life International CEO Greg
Boyko at his farm in Canton. When reached for comment on Monday prior to the news that Ricketts
had canceled the trip, Boyko declined to comment on Ricketts' views about gun control or the
protest that Democrats planned to hold at an elementary school down the street.
"I'm just doing this to help my friend Bob Stefanowski get elected," Boyko said.
Boyko could not be reached again for comment later Monday afternoon. Kenney said she and other
local Democrats were still planning on holding the protest starting around 5:30 p.m.
By John Moritz
 


CT Mirror: Fundraiser for Stefanowski by abortion foe Ricketts is cancelled
 
The private fundraiser for Republican gubernatorial candidate Bob Stefanowski by Nebraska Gov.
Pete Ricketts, whose opposition to abortion in all cases had been problematic for Stefanowski, has
been cancelled.
“Gov. Ricketts had a scheduling conflict,” said Liz Kurantowicz, an adviser to Stefanowski. 
There are no plans to reschedule.
Ricketts, the co-chair of the Republican Governors Association, made national news in May when he
proposed seeking a ban on abortion in all cases, including rape and incest.
Stefanowski says he favors maintaining Connecticut’s law codifying the tenets of Roe v. Wade, the
landmark case that struck down state bans on abortion prior to fetal viability.
He supports adding a parental notification provision for minors, while Gov. Ned Lamont said the
state’s current counseling requirement is sufficient.
Ricketts was to host a fundraiser for Stefanowski at a private residence on Tuesday in the
Farmington Valley.
No public events were scheduled during the visit, according to the RGA. But a protest was planned in
Canton.
By Mark Pazniokas
 


Kearney Hub: Kearney-based Guard MPs prep for year-long deployment to Middle East
 
KEARNEY — In just a couple of weeks 65 members of the Nebraska Army National Guard based in
Kearney will be shipping out to Texas and then to an undisclosed location in the Middle East to help
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with security and other needs of U.S. military forces in the region.
“We’re spending as much time with my brother as we can,” said Luis Avila of Kearney, whose
brother, Adrian, is among the members of the 1057th Military Police Company. Soon Avila, an
employee at Kearney’s Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center in his civilian life, will be joining
other members of the 1057th MP Company in their mission to relieve a different contingent of the
1057th from Scottsbluff.
The first group departed Nebraska in October 2021. After they leave Kearney in a couple of weeks,
the second group of the 1057th’s MPs will have additional training in Texas and then leave for the
Middle East.
“You are ready and prepared for the job,” said Major Gen. Daryl Bohac during a formal sendoff for
the 1057th in the Fine Arts Building at the University of Nebraska at Kearney. About 200 family,
friends and Nebraska dignitaries attended the event. There were lots of tears and hugs exchanged.
Guard members and their families said they’ve been preparing for the year-long absence of their
citizen soldiers.
“There has been lots of family time and camping,” said Staff Sgt. Megan Yada of Chadron as her 10-
year-old daughter, Kinleigh, crawled into her lap.
Yada is leaving her two daughters,Kinleigh and 3-year-old Leighton, in the care of her husband,
Wade.
“I’m very excited to utilize my training,” Yada said.
It has been a very busy couple of years for the 1057th, which had been a logistics unit specializing in
truck transportation, but its role shifted to military police a few years ago.
Sgt. Brady Barton serves on the Lincoln Police Department. He was sharing long-distance farewells
during the past week. Barton’s mother lives in Sterling, Colorado; his father is in Laramie, Wyoming,
and his finance lives in Lincoln.
After his visit in Colorado earlier last week, Barton said his mother sent him back to Nebraska with a
large batch of Doritos casserole, a favorite of Barton and his friends.
Facing the reality that, in a short while, he’ll be serving his country on the other side of the globe,
brings out the jitters and a sense of achievement, he said.
“There are nerves. Being gone for a year and doing what we’ll be doing is something new,” Barton
said. “This one is real life. We’re in the game, now.”
The past several years have been busy for the 1057th.
The 1057th assisted in January 2021 with security at the presidential inauguration, provided support
during a COVID march and civil unrest in 2020, responded to flooding in Nebraska in 2019, aided
security and recovery from hurricanes Gustav in 2008 and Katrina in 2005, and was at the 2002
Winter Olympics in Utah.
The 1057th also helped battle multiple Nebraska wildfires in 2000, 2002, 2006, 2007 and 2017.
Among speakers Sunday were Gov. Pete Ricketts and state Sen. John Lowe of Kearney.
“We as Americans are grateful for the sacrifices through the years and we’re grateful to the men and
women of the 1057th,” Ricketts said.
Lowe said he is inspired when people like the soldiers of the 1057th demonstrate such commitment
to their nation and state.
“I’m amazed to see the men and women who are willing to serve their country. I’m honored to be
here,” Lowe said.
By Mike Konz
 







Route Fifty: The Big Question About 'Red Flag' Laws With the Gun Safety Deal
 
While a newly announced bipartisan framework in the U.S. Senate for gun safety legislation would
create incentives for states to pass so-called red flag laws, it’s unclear how responsive Republican
governors and legislators will be in taking Congress up on that offer.
GOP leaders in some states have already signaled their opposition to the laws, which provide a
pathway for authorities to temporarily seize firearms from people considered to be threatening.
There’s also latitude in how red flag laws can be designed, with some more strict than others. What
steps Congress will take in trying to establish standards for states to follow with the policies is not
yet certain.
In the meantime, whether lawmakers can even reach a deal that can clear the Senate remains
uncertain as negotiators are still working on an actual bill text. But, as it stands, a key part of the
agreement announced over the weekend would provide federal grants to encourage the 31 states
that have not passed red flag, or “extreme risk,” laws to do so. 
In 19 states, those laws enable police, and in some cases family members, co-workers and school
officials, to petition courts to have someone’s guns taken away for set periods of time if they are
deemed to be a danger to themselves or to others.
Already though, at least two Republican governors have suggested that the laws could trample
people’s constitutional rights. 
A spokeswoman for Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts declined to speak specifically about the bill
Congress is considering.
But Ricketts said last year that he opposed red flag laws “because they would violate the due process
rights of gun owners.”
Earlier this month, a spokesman for Ohio Republican Gov. Mike DeWine told Route Fifty that the
governor also has concerns about the laws based on due process. On Monday, DeWine was focused
on a different type of gun legislation, signing a law that will clear the way for educators to carry
firearms in school after 24 hours of training.
In another solidly Republican state, a spokesman for South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem pointed out that
Lt. Gov. Larry Rhoden, testifying on behalf of the governor, expressed opposition to a red flag
proposal before a legislative committee in 2020.
"The express purpose of red flag laws are to deprive individuals of their liberty and property
interests, specifically the right to own and use firearms," Rhoden said, the Sioux Falls Argus
Leader reported at the time.
"While these laws may be well-intended, we cannot disregard our constitutional rights and reverse
more than 200 years of legal history for legislation that will not prevent dangerous individuals from
causing harm to others," Rhoden added.
Meanwhile, Louisiana Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards did endorse creating a red flag law in his
state during a press conference last week. “If it's true that guns don't kill people, people kill people,”
Edwards said, “we should make sure the wrong people don't have guns.”
However, the state’s lawmakers have proposed making it easier to have guns by eliminating a
requirement to have a permit to carry a firearm in public. And Edwards recognized that there may
not be support for red flag laws in the Republican-controlled legislature.
“Truth is, I don't know,” he said.
One leading gun control advocate, Mathew Littman, executive director of the bipartisan gun safety
group 97 Percent, acknowledged in an interview that not every state will pass red flag laws even
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with the newly proposed—but as yet unspecified—federal incentives in place.
Still, he said even some states with Republican governors might back them, noting that Florida
passed such a law after a gunman in 2018 killed 17 people at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School
in Parkland, Florida. 
Senate Majority Whip Richard Durbin, an Illinois Democrat, shared a similar sentiment. 
“Nineteen states have already passed them including Florida, with Governor [Ron] DeSantis [a
Republican],” Durbin told Route Fifty. “It’s not a red state versus blue state issue,” he added.
Nico Bocour, government affairs director for the Giffords Law Center, noted that the Parkland
shooting seemed to have shifted the political landscape around red flag laws, and that since then
eight states passed the laws, five of them Republican-leaning.
Still, Bocour said some governors “haven't found the courage to do the right thing." 
But she added that the recent mass shootings in Buffalo, New York and Uvalde, Texas, along with the
bipartisan support in Congress for the laws, could make it harder for opponents “to hold the line in
opposing such a well supported policy.”
The bipartisan Senate framework does not go as far as some gun control advocates want, leaving out
measures like universal background checks and bans on certain types of high-powered rifles. 
But advocates say that expanding red flag laws could help to reduce gun deaths, including the
thousands of suicides each year in the U.S. that involve firearms. In 2020, 54%, or 24,292, of all gun-
related deaths in the U.S. were suicides, according to the Pew Research Center.
“It’s a step in the right direction,” Littman said.
Aides to senators involved in the negotiations did not return press inquiries. But it appeared that the
deal will attempt to address a main concern about due process with red flag laws: How high to set
the burden of proof law enforcement must meet to take away a gun. 
Joseph Blocher, co-director of the Duke Center for Firearms Law, said that a statement released by
the senators appears to indicate that they plan to leave it up to states to set these standards.
States with red flag laws have a variety of requirements. These range from lower legal bars, like
“reasonable doubt,” to the stronger ones, like “clear and convincing evidence.”
The statement released by the senators about the framework says the forthcoming legislation would
provide resources to states and tribes to create and administer firearms laws, as long as they are
“consistent with state and federal due process and constitutional protections.”
“I suspect they’re saying: Do what you want, so long as it meets the requirements of due process,”
Blocher said. 
Bocour agreed that it appears that the senators are envisioning giving states flexibility in defining
how easy or difficult they make it for authorities to seize guns under their firearms safety laws.
By Kery Murakami
 


OWH: Number of COVID cases in Nebraska up for ninth straight week
 
COVID-19 cases are sharply up in Nebraska and are ticking up in Douglas County.
Nebraska reported 3,240 new virus cases for the week ending Friday. That’s up from 2,354 the
previous week and nearly double the 1,671 the week before that, according to a World-Herald
analysis of data from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Douglas County reported 847 cases for the week ending Saturday, which was up from the 796 cases
reported a week earlier.
Nebraska still ranks below average nationally in case rates, though it now stands 32nd after a
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months-long stretch of ranking among the lowest of the states. Cases in Nebraska also remain just a
fraction of the levels seen earlier this year during the surge caused by the omicron variant.
Still, Nebraska added more new cases last week than at any time since January, and its per-capita
case rate is at its highest level since early February. Last week marked Nebraska’s ninth consecutive
week of rising cases.
Nebraska is part of a string of neighboring states where cases last week were rising fast, with
Missouri (1st), Colorado (3rd), Wyoming (4th), South Dakota (6th), Kansas (7th) and Nebraska (9th)
all ranking in the top 10 in percentage case growth.
Nebraska’s two-week case growth of 94% ranks third nationally after Wyoming and Colorado.
Dr. James Lawler, an executive director with the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s Global
Center for Health Security, said even the increase in cases “certainly is not a reflection of the true
number of cases.”
Many people infected with COVID aren’t getting tested for it, and many of those who do test are
using at-home antigen tests that aren’t routinely reported or included in official counts.
“We’re kind of flying blind again,” Lawler said.
Lawler said some experts estimate that the true case count may be 10 times the number of officially
reported cases — possibly more.
Iowa hasn’t joined in the surge. It’s among 26 states where case numbers have fallen in the past two
weeks. Its current per-capita case rate is 25% below Nebraska’s and ranks 46th among the states.
COVID hospitalizations in Nebraska also climbed last week. The 131 people hospitalized with the
virus on Friday was up from 94 two weeks earlier. Hospitalizations tend to lag infections by several
weeks.
Lawler said he thinks the state will see a repeat of what it saw last year. “We’ll have a surge in the
summer that will accelerate for us in the fall,” he said.
While the subvariant BA.2.12.1 now is driving increases in the U.S., the newer and more
transmissible BA.4 nd BA.5 are driving the latest wave in the United Kingdom. Those variants also
have begun to increase in the U.S.
Preliminary data from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services for the week ending
June 4 indicates those variants have gained a bit of ground in Nebraska, although the dominant
variant still is BA.2.
If the two newer variants continue to increase in Nebraska, the state will see an increase in July and
August, just in time for school to resume, Lawler said.
No matter whether another new variant comes along in the fall, he said, immunity in most people
will be down, given most people will be a year or more out from their last vaccination.
One saving grace, Lawler said, may be that young children likely will be eligible for the vaccine.
Federal health agencies are expected to approve vaccines for kids under 5 next week. Children ages
5 to 12 also are eligible for a booster dose. Getting more kids vaccinated will slow transmission.
However, the pace of vaccination in kids 12 and under has been slow, Lawler said. Getting kids
vaccinated and boosted, implementing testing programs in schools and masking in classrooms all will
be important.
Nebraska added 29 COVID deaths last week, bringing its number of total confirmed or probable
deaths from COVID-19 to 4,323. More than 491,000 positive tests have been reported.
By Julie Anderson
 


LJS: Watch now: Wastewater surveillance serves as early indicator of COVID-19 cases







 
This month marks a year of partnership between the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
and Lincoln Transportation and Utilities Department to help track the transmission of COVID-19
locally.
When the pandemic began more than two years ago, local agencies began tracking the number of
cases through tests that took days to produce a result.
Testing is much faster today, and it also takes less time to track the transmission of the virus in
communities thanks to wastewater testing.
The idea to use wastewater as an indictor of transmission of COVID-19 came from its use in tracking
cases of viral diseases in prior years, such as the flu.
Lincoln's Wastewater Treatment Facility at 2400 Theresa St. has been using Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR) testing to help indicate where the community's risk dial will be for the following
week.
PCR is a rapid test to detect genetic material from a specific organism, such as a virus.
As individuals with COVID-19 shed particles from the virus in their feces, these virus particles can be
detected in the water.
Since June 2021, the wastewater treatment facility has been collecting 48 samples each day for
testing.
Those samples, collected from a pipe at their Grit Collection Center, are taken into their lab for
wastewater analysis. Smaller samples are placed in a bag, frozen and sent to Biobot Analytics in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.
While each sample costs $350 for analysis, the testing is funded through federal COVID-19 relief.
Within two to three days, results are sent back and the data is sent to the Health Department and
LTU.
Though not 100% accurate, “wastewater testing through Biobot is still proven to be quite a good
correlation with our human testing results," said Scott Holmes, manager of the Health Department's
environmental public health division.
The Health Department is able to examine the wastewater data alongside lab and hospitalization
data to provide insight into transmission in Lincoln and Lancaster County. It's one of several
parameters the Health Department uses to review the transmission of COVID-19, and is generally an
early indicator of larger trends in the community.
“What we have found over the past year of COVID-19 testing is that wastewater testing has
somewhat preceded the changes in numbers in our human testing sites," said Todd Boling,
superintendent of water resource recovery facilities for LTU.
By Evelyn Mejia
 


Nebraska Examiner: ‘Wastewater epidemiology’ helping to track spread and prevalence
of COVID-19
 
LINCOLN — Call it “CSI of the sewers,” but public works employees in Lincoln, Omaha and at least 11
other Nebraska communities are conducting surveillance of city wastewater to track the incidence of
COVID-19.
The testing is a relatively new thing in the world of public heath and is giving epidemiologists and
other health officials a new tool to track the spread of the coronavirus and decide best strategies to
deal with it.







Scott Holmes of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department said a rise in COVID-19 in
wastewater has been an early warning that an increase in positive tests is coming in the
community.  
 “It’s an additional test that gives us a little better heads up” on what’s ahead, Holmes said.
He was among Lincoln officials who conducted a tour Monday to explain how samples are drawn at
Lincoln’s Theresa Street Wastewater Treatment Plant, which is located along the Salt Creek near
27th and Cornhusker.
For the past year in Lincoln, a machine at the treatment plant has drawn a sample from incoming
wastewater every half hour.
Every day, a 5-liter jar of wastewater is removed from a refrigerated storage area on the machine. 
Lab in Massachusetts
Then, three 50-milliliter vials of liquid are drawn off and shipped overnight every Tuesday to a
testing lab, Biobot Analytics, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. That firm was co-founded by a
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) student interested in the potential of “wastewater
epidemiology.”    
By Thursday or Friday, Lincoln health officials said they have a report back on how prevalent the
COVID virus is in the Capital City’s wastewater.
Holmes said that since the testing began, the highest peak was in January, when COVID registered
more than 3 million “viral copies” per liter of water.
More recently, there was a rise in COVID cases in April, which raised readings in Lincoln to about
713,000 viral copies. The most recent tests, though, have been in the 600,000 range, Holmes said.
Testing costs $350 a week
The testing costs $350 a week, or about $18,200 a year, in Lincoln, an expense that is being picked
up by federal coronavirus relief funds.
Holmes said the data is especially valuable since so many COVID cases go unreported now because
of the prevalence of home tests — tests that don’t generate a report to the local health department.
Also, a person who becomes infected and does not show symptoms may not report.
He said the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department looks at five other factors besides the
wastewater test findings to determine the local response. Those include positive tests, the positivity
rate, hospital usage and COVID deaths.
Holmes said it was difficult to estimate the percentage of unreported cases, but one study found
that for every COVID case reported, three to five may not have been.
State has surveillance program
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, in collaboration with the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and University of Nebraska Medical Center College of Public Health, began issuing
statewide “surveillance reports” every week around the first of the year from 15 testing sites in 13
communities.
The state is also tracking the mutation and evolution of COVID-19 through “genomic” testing to
determine which variants are present in Nebraska.  
All the reporting stations showed spikes in coronavirus cases in early to late January, with some
showing slight increases in April. 
 The cities participating in the testing, besides Lincoln and Omaha, are Atkinson, Chadron, Columbus,
Fremont, Norfolk, Grand Island, Kearney, Hastings, North Platte, Scottsbluff and Wayne.
By Paul Hammel
 







LJS: Judge issues injunction in medical marijuana lawsuit blocking state from enforcing
ballot requirement
 
A federal judge has entered a preliminary injunction barring the state's top election official from
rejecting proposed ballot initiatives for failing to gather support from 5% of voters in 38 of
Nebraska’s 93 counties, which has been required for more than 100 years.
The decision came less than a month before the July 7 deadline for submitting petition signatures to
Secretary of State Bob Evnen's office to appear on the ballot in November.
Crista Eggers, campaign coordinator for Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, sued Evnen last month,
arguing the requirement was unconstitutional because it diluted the votes of residents who live in
the state’s more populated urban areas.
In a 46-page decision Monday, U.S. District Judge John Gerrard agreed.
"The plaintiffs in this case argue, among other things, that the 38-county rule violates the Equal
Protection Clause of the U.S. Constitution, because it gives more power to voters in rural counties
than in urban counties. And it does," he said.
The Fourteenth Amendment requires states to treat individuals the same way as others in similar
conditions and circumstances.
Gerrard said Eggers and Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana are "more likely than not to succeed" on
their equal protection claim and will be irreparably harmed by continued enforcement of the 38-
county rule.
"The state's interest in enforcing its election laws is outweighed by the ongoing injury to
constitutional rights," Gerrard said.
The judge blocked the state from taking any action to enforce its county distribution requirement for
the qualification of proposed ballot initiatives.
The Nebraska Attorney General’s Office, which is representing Evnen, had taken the position that
requiring a petition be signed by 10% of legal voters, including 5% in two-fifths of the state’s 93
counties, could not be severed from the right to initiative granted in the state constitution because
they have been linked since the 1912 origin.
In other words, if the 38-county rule treats voters differently, then Nebraska's entire initiative and
referendum process should be struck down.
Gerrard called the argument that the baby must go with the bathwater "eyebrow-raising" and said
the right of initiative is a "fundamental right" that the citizens of Nebraska possess.
"So the state may not discriminate against them in their exercise of that right," he said. "And, the
court finds, the power of initiative can be effectively exercised without discrimination."
He said Nebraska is free to require a showing of statewide support for a ballot initiative, but it
cannot do so based on units of dramatically differing population, "resulting in discrimination among
voters."
Under the state's constitution, a petition to enact a law needs signatures from 7% of Nebraska's
registered voters, and a petition to amend the state constitution requires signatures from 10% of
registered voters.
In addition to gathering signatures of roughly 87,000 registered voters, proponents of an initiative
also have been required to gather signatures from at least 5% of the registered voters in at least 38
of the 93 counties in Nebraska.
Eggers' attorney, Daniel Gutman and the ACLU of Nebraska, argued that the 38-county rule violates
the U.S. Constitution by making the signature and vote of a registered voter in a more populous







county "less meaningful than the signature and vote of other Nebraska residents in more sparsely
populated counties."
And, they argued, it forces petition circulators to curtail their efforts in more populous counties in
order to get signatures from other counties, limiting the number of people they can reach and
making it more difficult to get their proposals on the ballot.
Solicitor General James Campbell argued that before doing anything, the federal judge should ask
the Nebraska Supreme Court to weigh in on whether the 38-county rule could be severed from the
rest of Article III, Section 2 and what would happen if that part were ultimately stricken.
But Gerrard said given the preliminary nature of the case, the only conclusion he could draw at this
point "is that the plaintiffs are likely to succeed on that claim — not that they have."
So it wasn't an appropriate question to certify, "and the court seriously doubts that the Nebraska
Supreme Court would entertain it."
In response to Monday's decision, Attorney General Doug Peterson said in an email: “This case raises
important legal questions concerning the initiative process in Nebraska. Therefore we will take the
steps necessary to get the matter before the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals as soon as possible.”
On the other side, Jane Seu, an ACLU of Nebraska attorney, said it will help protect democracy in
Nebraska.
“Whether you live in Hall County, Sarpy County, Lancaster County or Scotts Bluff County, your
signature on a petition ought to have just as much power as a signature in some of our state’s least
populated counties," she said. "We’re proud of our progress in safeguarding Nebraskans’ rights to
petition our government for change and we believe we are on track to earn a permanent victory in
this case. The bottom line is that Nebraskans have equal rights to constitutional processes.”
By Lori Pilger
 


OWH: Judge in medical marijuana lawsuit issues injunction against Nebraska's ballot
requirement
 
In a win for proponents of medical marijuana, a U.S. district judge ruled Monday to temporarily
suspend enforcement of a multi-county signature requirement that likely would have kept the
initiative off the ballot in November.
Under Nebraska’s constitution, ballot initiative or referendum campaigns must collect signatures
from 5% of registered voters in 38 of the state’s 93 counties. Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana and
the American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit against Secretary of State Bob Evnen in May,
claiming that this requirement violates the First Amendment right to freedom of speech and the
14th Amendment right to equal protection and due process.
The plaintiffs claim that, because Nebraska’s counties vary so widely in population, the signature
distribution requirement violates the 14th Amendment by giving “disproportionate influence to
voters in sparsely populated counties.” For example, according to the lawsuit, 16 votes in rural
Arthur County hold power equal to 19,462 votes in Douglas County.
They sought a preliminary injunction, also known as a temporary restraining order, to suspend
enforcement of the requirement until the case is decided in further legal proceedings. In a 47-page
opinion, U.S. District Judge John Gerrard granted the injunction.
“The plaintiffs in this case argue, among other things, that the 38-county rule violates the Equal
Protection Clause of the U.S. Constitution, because it gives more power to voters in rural counties
than in urban counties,” Gerrard’s opinion reads. “And it does.”
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This decision comes more than than 50 years after the U.S. Supreme Court determined a similar
Illinois multi-county requirement violated residents’ 14th Amendment rights. Courts have struck
down such requirements in other states, including Idaho, Utah and Wyoming.
In 2014, U.S. District Judge Joseph Bataillon ruled that Nebraska’s requirement was unconstitutional
in a case brought by former Omaha businessman Kent Bernbeck. The case was later overturned on a
procedural matter.
Though the lawsuit was filed by Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, the injunction will impact all
ballot initiatives and referendums in the state. State Sen. Adam Morfeld, who serves as a campaign
co-chair for NMM, views this as a victory that extends past the fight to legalize medical marijuana.
“Today’s court order will help protect Nebraskans’ political power in this critical stretch ahead of a
final decision, and it suggests we’re doing what we need to do to win this lawsuit and permanently
end Nebraska’s unconstitutional multicounty signature distribution requirement,” he said.
By Molly Ashford
 


OWH: Flood map revisions update risk, change costs for hundreds of Omaha area
residents
 
Insurance costs and estimates of flood risk are changing for hundreds of Omaha-area businesses and
residents as a result of updated federal flood plain maps.
The maps, which apply to property along most creeks and streams in Douglas and Sarpy County,
were produced by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
New with this revision is the mapping of the flood plain of some creeks that have been paved over,
notably Saddle Creek, said Amanda Grint, assistant general manager for the Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District.
Grint said hundreds of properties are being newly designated as being in the flood plain and similarly
hundreds are being removed.
For some of these streams, its the first time flood risk has been updated in about 25 years, so the
conditions that cause flooding have changed. In other instances, it’s simply that better technology is
available to estimate flood risk, she said.
Property owners affected by the changes should have already received notice from their local
government: Omaha, Bellevue, La Vista, Papillion, Gretna, Boystown, Ralston, Bennington and
Douglas and Sarpy Counties, Grint said.
Not included are those areas of Sarpy and Douglas Counties that are along the Elkhorn or Platte
River flood plains, she said.
Grint encouraged people with questions to attend one of two public meetings this month:
Wednesday, 5-7 p.m. at the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District headquarters, 8901 S.
154th St. in Omaha.
June 21, 5-7 p.m., at the Barbara Weitz Community Engagement Center at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.
The meetings are being hosted by the NRD, FEMA and the Nebraska Department of Natural
Resources. They will be held in an open house-type format, which means there is no formal
presentation. Instead, members of the public will meet one-on-one with those hosting the meetings.
The maps calculate which areas are in a so-called 100-year flood plain. These are areas that have at
least a 1% chance of flooding in any given year. Over 30 years, the life of a typical mortgage, the
property has a 26% chance of being flooded, according to FEMA.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.massivecert.com%2Fblog%2Ffema-100-year-flood-zone-explained&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C226294b18a1d423b607708da4e083182%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637908094366620739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xk6kAhpNzs%2BLLCYCXqagnGscnfIFUp28fua%2BtPD1F08%3D&reserved=0





Any property in a 100-year flood plain and has a federally backed mortgage has to carry flood
insurance.
As a consequence, those people whose properties are newly classified as being in the flood plain and
who have federally backed mortgages will soon need to begin carrying flood insurance. Those people
whose property is being excluded from the flood plain will no longer have to carry it.
FEMA cautions that no one who is outside this designated flood plain can assume their property
won’t flood. These maps are designed as an insurance tool, not a life safety or personal budgeting
tool.
Once the maps are posted in the Federal Register, they will be subject to an official 90-day public
comment period, she said.
The earliest the maps will go into effect will be in the late summer, early fall 2023, she said.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Want to know what's happening in your child's classroom? Ask
the teacher — not social media.
 
On May 27, I walked out of school for the last time. Last fall, I made the decision to retire after a 29-
year teaching career. My decision to leave had absolutely nothing to do with the students, COVID
protocols or my workload. I felt very fortunate to have a position that I loved, I enjoyed going to
school every day. I had amazing students and taught with a faculty that was incredible. What made
my decision to leave easier was the proliferation of political implications invading schools and the
amount of negative parental involvement.
I have often said that police and teachers are alike in that no one wants to do their jobs, but
everyone wants to tell them how to do their jobs. So many people, who have no idea what a day at
school is really like, are very willing to share their thoughts about what should happen at school.
Perhaps they are thinking about how school was when they were young. Perhaps they are equating
school to a business. Unfortunately, schools today are neither. No one goes into court and tells their
lawyer how to try their case or tells their surgeon how to perform the operation. Teachers should be
given the same respect and be allowed to do their job.
Politicians on all levels across the country have been speaking out about what they perceive is going
on in schools. People so far removed from a classroom, such as state and national legislators, are
trying to make school policy while having no working knowledge of what schools need. Those
decisions would be best made by those working with students on a daily basis. Sadly, what politicians
say is happening and what actually is happening is vastly different. No teacher is indoctrinating
students with radical beliefs. We are not teaching hot-button topics. We have our hands full with
district-approved curriculum.
If you want to really know what’s happening, simply ask a teacher. Rather than doing basic research,
which they learned how to do in school, people just assume that what their neighbor’s friend’s
cousin read on a Facebook page is truth.
If teachers could indoctrinate students, it wouldn’t involve political viewpoints. It would be to show
up to class every day, come prepared and ready to engage in thoughtful discussion, homework done
and presentations ready. That’s what teachers want first and foremost. I had more than 200
students each semester of the 2021-22 school year. On any given day during the second semester, I
was missing 25% of my students. I had a large number of students who missed 20, 25 or even 35
days of school. Parents would excuse their students out for a myriad of reasons. My personal







favorite was when a parent excused a student from my class because the student “has a test in
another class coming up and they need to study for it.” When a student is absent for whatever
reason, it falls on teachers to get kids caught up. Not only is that what parents expect, they also
expect their child, who may have missed upwards of a month of school to get an “A.” If that doesn’t
happen, somehow it’s the teacher’s fault, not the fault of the student who didn’t do any work at
home, or the parent who excused them.
Shortly after I decided to retire, I was on cafeteria supervision. I was walking around and talking to
the students, finding out what they did all summer. I was thinking to myself “Do I really want to leave
this? I love it so much.” After supervision, I went back to my desk and had two phone calls and three
emails from parents directing me to ignore policy and best practices for their child. The tone of
those communications were not very positive, to say the least. Thankfully, the administration fully
supported me. Conversations like that happen all too often. Regularly, I would have phone calls from
parents telling me what I was going to do and not do in my class.
Just to be clear, what parents think their children are doing in school and what they are actually
doing are often two different things. It would benefit both sides if teachers were approached more
as a team member and less as an enemy. Start by talking to the teacher and gain a better
understanding of what’s going on. Unfortunately, too often teachers end up having to defend
themselves rather than having meaningful conversations. One other thing teachers would like: If we
call home to talk about your student, at least take the time to return the call. Ignoring
communication from school hurts a child and creates an incredibly frustrating situation for teachers
who are trying to help. Fortunately, there still are amazing parents who send their kids to school
with the expectation they are there to learn. Parents who work with teachers to enhance their
student’s learning, and hold their children accountable. Those parents are near and dear to teachers.
When I started teaching 29 years ago, the biggest thing we were learning how to deal with was ADD.
Now, that’s a simple thing to handle. I long for those days. Every year, all teachers in Nebraska are
required to undergo mandatory training on suicide prevention, asthma protocols, and blood-borne
pathogen training. Additionally, coaches must undergo training for concussion recognition, heat
stroke and also be trained in CPR. Teaching now means that sometimes teaching is the last thing I
get to do. I have to watch for signs of abuse, both from family and from their boyfriend/girlfriend.
Many students come to school hungry; they haven’t eaten that morning and may not have eaten the
night before. They also may not be sleeping at their own house if they are sleeping at all. I have to
watch for kids who are under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol, suffering from anxiety,
depression or possibly suicidal, all while trying to deliver an engaging and entertaining lesson that
will benefit the various levels of understanding my students have.
Believe me when I say that no teacher goes into teaching to have summers off (which is a fallacy).
We do it because we love learning and want to share it with students. We want to see them grow
and find success. Trust teachers to do their job and you will see amazing things happening. Will I
miss teaching? Absolutely. Will I miss being around the kids and watching them become amazing
humans? More than I can ever say. The rest, not so much.
By Sally Shepherd
 


LJS Local View: Procurement reform needed
 
The latest episode in the long-running debacle of Nebraska’s failed procurement system involves the
mismanagement of the $27 million no-bid Nomi contract for COVID testing, which inexplicably







mushroomed to $69 million according to recent auditor’s findings.
To be clear, there's no evidence Nomi did anything wrong, but it points to an ongoing problem.
Another state contract gone wrong, once again taxpayers snookered out of millions. The
controversies involving Nebraska’s inept procurement system stretch back to the 1990s multimillion-
dollar contract for a DHHS computer system (NFOCUS) which turned out unreliable, requiring
binders full of “workarounds” and decades of reprogramming.
Add to that the troublesome 2016 $1.2 billion contract with Centene for Medicaid Managed Care,
the canceled $84 million Medicaid eligibility and enrollment upgrade after an estimated $60 million
outlay with nothing to show for it, the 2019 failed $197 million St. Francis Ministries contract for
abused and neglected children which required an additional $158 million bailout, and now the Nomi
contract with “gaps in performance.” A hundred million here, a billion there, it starts to add up.
It is disheartening to see the bungling of this magnitude, but taken as a whole, these contracts point
to three underlying factors contributing to Nebraska’s ongoing procurement woes:
1. Nebraska has not joined the majority of states who have adopted all or part of the American Bar
Association’s Model Procurement Procedures. This is a detailed code for state and local
governments that ensures equitable treatment for everyone who deals with the procurement
system.
2. Contracts with the state of Nebraska are not subject to judicial review by any court, unlike many
states including Iowa, Colorado and Missouri. In the case of the $1.2 billion Centene contract, the
losing bidders’ only recourse was a written protest and a meeting with the director of the
Department of Administrative Services, a Gov. Pete Ricketts appointee whose decision was final and
not subject to further review.
3. Nebraska’s weak, outdated campaign finance laws magnify the state’s procurement disasters.
Nebraska law has no restriction against “pay-to-play” except for lottery vendors. Pay-to-play in
simplest terms is making campaign donations in hopes of receiving favorable treatment. Add to this,
Nebraska has no limit on the amount any individual or non-individual may donate to state offices,
unlike most states which limit contributions from individuals and limit or ban contributions from
corporations. Nebraska law allows vendors to shovel unlimited sums to elected officials while their
bids are under consideration. It is entirely legal and utterly unethical.
With the latest contract, past is prologue -- the heady brew of money and politics once again
overpowered rational, data-based decision making. Promises were made, checks deposited, and
taxpayers were stuck with the tab.
This all seems so avoidable, yet decades pass with nothing done. How many more legislative
committees will convene, investigate and report with no action taken? Frankly it’s a waste of
everyone’s time and money, unless you are one of those unethical public officials who profit so
handsomely from it.
Kate High lives in Lincoln, retired from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services and
researches the role of money in politics. She has presented her findings to civic groups around the
state and conducted OLLI courses.
 


CT Mirror: Ricketts’ values are not Connecticut values
 
Today, Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts was supposed to be coming to Canton for a fundraiser for a
gubernatorial candidate. To say Ricketts is one of the most extreme governors in the nation isn’t
hyperbole. His presence makes us wonder why he would be a draw in Connecticut considering he







doesn’t align with our values.
Governor Ricketts recently said in an interview with CNN’s Dana Bash that he thinks the state of
Nebraska should require young girls to carry their pregnancy to term—even if they were victims of
rape or incest. This view is not only out of step with the people of Connecticut, it’s against what the
majority of Americans think when discussing the possibility of Roe v. Wade being overturned. His
goal is that once Roe falls, Nebraska will move to make abortion illegal as the ultimate end of the
restrictive laws he already helped pass, without concern for people to control their own bodies, or
even that restricting abortion increases maternal mortality rates.
Abortion isn’t the only disconnect he will encounter here. After the Sandy Hook massacre, the
Connecticut legislature moved swiftly to improve gun safety laws. Repeatedly, and as recently as last
week, Governor Ricketts has opposed any legislation that restricts guns in any way and hopes to end
commonsense training for concealed carry handguns. Like many of his colleagues, he prefers to
focus, as many do, on the mental health of the murderers, yet he doesn’t support red-flag laws
which have been shown to prevent someone struggling with mental health issues from using a gun
on themselves or someone else.
And there’s the rub.
Governor Ricketts’ position is that he is “pro-life” at all costs, even if the cost is borne by a child who
was raped. But where is his concern for the thousands of people who have been shot and too often,
killed, at schools, churches, temples, mosques, festivals, concerts, work, or any other location where
hundreds of mass murders have occurred this year alone? The leading cause of death in children is
now death by firearm as fatalities between those aged one to 19 increased 30% in 2020. Beyond his
rhetoric about cherishing life, what do Governor Ricketts’ actions tell us about what he really values,
and why would anyone in Connecticut seek his support and endorsement?
This year, because Connecticut values women and their autonomy over their own bodies and
reproductive health, the Connecticut General Assembly expanded access to abortion care. In
addition, because we value our healthcare providers, we ensured that regardless of what archaic
and abusive laws other states pass, abortion providers in Connecticut will be protected from another
state’s laws.
Over the last few years, Connecticut has also put the lives and safety of its citizens first by passing
red-flag laws and safe storage laws, and by banning ghost guns (guns built at home with no serial
number to trace them). States that fail to put basic protections like these in place see nearly three
times as many gun deaths as states like ours. It’s no surprise that politicians passing abortion bans
are refusing to take action on gun safety—they do not care about our bodies or our lives.
While the fundraiser was cancelled with no plans to reschedule, the rally to oppose the ideas he
espouses will continue as planned.  Our community stands resolute in our commitment to the ideas
of autonomy, public safety and choice as part of the very fabric of our steady habits, and our steady
values.
Eleni Kavros DeGraw is a State Representative for Avon and Canton. Paul Honig is running to be State
Senator for Senate District 8.
 


Nebraska Examiner: Smith, Democratic challenger, differ on solutions in wake of mass
shootings
 
LINCOLN — U.S. Rep. Adrian Smith has rejected a congressional proposal to raise the age at which a
person can buy a high-powered, semi-automatic weapon, instead calling for “real solutions” that







don’t infringe on the rights of law-abiding gun owners.
In a “Washington Report” column released Friday, Smith said that while Americans are
“understandably outraged and concerned” about gun violence in the wake of mass shootings by 18-
year-old gunmen in Uvalde, Texas, and Buffalo, N.Y., he opposes a House proposal to raise to 21 the
age at which a person can buy a semi-automatic rifle.
Smith, a Republican who has represented western Nebraska’s 3rd Congressional District since 2007,
also said he opposed a proposed “red flag” law that would allow federal judges to seize firearms and
ammunition from anyone “on the wrong side of an accusation without due process.” 
‘Bipartisan policies’
“To confront the issue effectively, we must advance bipartisan policies that address the root cause
of violence in our communities,” he said. “Certainly, we can reach a consensus to harden school
security, expand access to mental health care, promote gun safety and training, and improve sharing
of crime preventing information.”
Smith’s Democratic opponent in November, David Else of Overton, did not immediately respond to a
phone message left Monday.
But on his Facebook page, Else questioned the need for high-powered, assault-style rifles like the
AR-15 style weapons used in the Uvalde and Buffalo shootings.
‘Why not pass the red-flag law?”
“Why not pass the red-flag law? And raise the age from 18 to 21. What the hell does that have to do
with the 2nd Amendment?” Else added. 
Smith, in his column, said Democrats had “rushed forward with misguided proposals” without
seeking bipartisan solutions that “actually have a chance of passing.”
According to the Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, 44 states, including Nebraska, allow
18-year-olds to purchase long guns, including semi-automatic rifles. Only six states have raised the
purchasing age to 21: California, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Vermont and Washington State.
Higher age for alcohol, cigarettes
Meanwhile, the Giffords Center has said, Americans are not allowed to purchase alcohol or
cigarettes until they are 21.
The Giffords Center was founded by former U.S. Rep. Gabby Giffords, D-Ariz., who was shot and
wounded in a January 2011 attack by a gunman who killed six people at a public event. The center
maintains that stricter gun laws do save lives.
By Paul Hammel
 


Nebraska Examiner: Bipartisan U.S. Senate deal on gun control met with praise from
Biden, Democrats
 
WASHINGTON — The White House and Democratic leaders expressed support Monday for a
framework on gun control legislation that 10 Senate Democrats and 10 Senate Republicans agreed
to over the weekend. 
The second-deadliest school shooting in a decade in Uvalde, Texas, where 19 children and two
teachers were murdered on May 24, sparked pressure on Congress to pass gun control legislation, as
did another mass shooting of 10 Black people on May 14 in Buffalo, New York.
“Families are scared, and it is our duty to come together and get something done that will help
restore their sense of safety and security in their communities,” the group of bipartisan senators said
in a statement.







“Our plan increases needed mental health resources, improves school safety and support for
students, and helps ensure dangerous criminals and those who are adjudicated as mentally ill can’t
purchase weapons.”
There is currently no bill text, but the framework would:


Provide funding to states to establish red flag laws.
Allocate funding for school resources such as mental health and violence prevention
programs.
Require gun buyers under 21 to undergo a background check that includes a review of
juvenile and mental health records.
Curb the illegal trafficking of guns known as straw purchasing, where someone can acquire a
gun for someone else. 
Require that convicted domestic violence abusers and those subject to domestic violence
restraining orders are included in background checks, including “those who have or have had
a continuing relationship of a romantic or intimate nature.”


The nine Senate Democrats and one independent in the bipartisan group are Chris Murphy of
Connecticut, Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona, Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut, Cory Booker of New
Jersey, Chris Coons of Delaware, Martin Heinrich of New Mexico, Mark Kelly of Arizona, Angus King
of Maine, Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Debbie Stabenow of Michigan.  
The 10 Senate Republicans in the bipartisan group are John Cornyn of Texas, Thom Tillis of North
Carolina, Roy Blunt of Missouri, Richard Burr of North Carolina, Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, Susan Collins
of Maine, Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, Rob Portman of Ohio, Mitt Romney of Utah and Pat
Toomey of Pennsylvania.  
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, a New York Democrat, said in a statement that he will
schedule a vote for the bill as quickly as possible. 
“After an unrelenting wave of gun-related suicides and homicides, including mass shootings, the
Senate is poised to act on commonsense reforms to protect Americans where they live, where they
shop, and where they learn,” he said.
President Joe Biden said in a statement that the framework “does not do everything that I think is
needed, but it reflects important steps in the right direction, and would be the most significant gun
safety legislation to pass Congress in decades.”
White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the president supports the framework but is still
pushing for Congress to renew a ban on assault weapons and expand background checks on
firearms, and is pushing for the Senate to confirm his nomination to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, Steve Dettelbach.
“The president wants to see Congress act and wants to see this on his desk as quick as possible,” she
said during a Monday press briefing. 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell issued a statement Sunday commending the senators for
making progress but didn’t yet endorse the plan.
“I am glad Senators Cornyn and Murphy are continuing to make headway in their discussions. I
appreciate their hard work on this important issue,” said the Kentucky Republican. “The principles
they announced today show the value of dialogue and cooperation.
“I continue to hope their discussions yield a bipartisan product that makes significant headway on
key issues like mental health and school safety, respects the Second Amendment, earns broad
support in the Senate, and makes a difference for our country.”
The last time Congress passed major gun control legislation was in 1994, when former President Bill
Clinton signed into law a ban on assault riffles. But it was a temporary ban that ended in 2004. 
“With bipartisan support, there are no excuses for delay, and no reason why it should not quickly
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move through the Senate and the House,” Biden said. “Each day that passes, more children are killed
in this country: the sooner it comes to my desk, the sooner I can sign it, and the sooner we can use
these measures to save lives.”
The framework is short on detail, compared to the House’s gun control package passed last week. 
The House package would raise the age of purchasing semiautomatic rifles from 18 to 21, create
new requirements for storing guns in a home with children, prevent gun trafficking, require all
firearms to be traceable and close the loophole on bump stocks, devices that increase the rate of
fire of semiautomatic weapons, among other things. 
The House package most likely would not be brought to the evenly divided Senate for a floor vote.
Any successful Senate proposal would need 60 votes to advance beyond a filibuster.
“This bipartisan proposal is a first and necessary step to reduce gun violence in our communities,”
Sen. Tim Kaine, a Virginia Democrat who was not part of the bipartisan group, said in a statement.
“Every moment that Congress does not act, another community bears witness to the heartbreaking
consequences of gun violence. That’s why the Senate must move quickly to pass this long overdue
proposal.”
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in a statement that while the Senate proposal is an important step,
Congress still needs to do more on gun control. 
“America’s epidemic of gun violence has reached a fever pitch — and Democrats will never stop
working to end the bloodshed,” Pelosi said. “As we move forward on this bipartisan framework, we
are continuing to fight for more life-saving measures: including universal background checks,
banning high-capacity magazines and raising the age to buy assault weapons, which must also
become law.”
“I joined these negotiations to ensure any agreement addressed illegal gun violence while upholding
due process and protecting law-abiding Americans’ 2nd Amendment rights,” Cassidy said in a
statement. “This agreement upholds that commitment.”
By Ariana Figueroa
 


AP: Congress examines fraud in pandemic aid for small businesses
 
A congressional panel Tuesday will examine payouts under a federal coronavirus pandemic aid
program intended to help small businesses weather the COVID-19 outbreak amid revelations that as
much as 20% of the money may have been awarded to fraudsters.
The problems in the COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster Loan program, overseen by the U.S. Small
Business Administration, included a finding by congressional investigators that some 1.6 million
applications for the loans may have been approved without being evaluated.
Separately, the SBA’s Office of the Inspector General estimated that at least $80 billion distributed
from the $400 billion program could have been potentially fraudulent, much of it in scams using
stolen identities.
The program is expected to be at the center of a congressional subcommittee hearing that also will
tackle broader fraud concerns with the flood of pandemic aid from multiple federal government
programs for states, local governments, businesses and the unemployed.
The $5 trillion in total aid, delivered in a series of bills signed by Presidents Donald Trump and Joe
Biden, have come with numerous complications.
Fraud overwhelmed enhanced unemployment insurance programs funded by the federal
government and administered by the states. There was so much aid to governments that many
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struggled to find a way to spend it all under the original regulations. And there have been questions
about whether the Paycheck Protection Program to keep employees working was worth it.
The House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis says more than $10 billion allocated under
two massive business loan programs has been returned because of investigations and bank actions.
Federal prosecutors have charged nearly 1,500 people with crimes related to fraud against the
government over the business loans and enhanced unemployment insurance programs.
The government’s Pandemic Response Accountability Committee says inspectors general for various
federal agencies have at least 1,150 ongoing investigations into fraud from the different aid funds.
Officials say it could take years to untangle all the problems.
One focus for the subcommittee is a report released Tuesday by its own staff that found up to 1.6
million applications for loans intended to keep small businesses open and making payroll were
approved by a batch method. That could mean they were not even opened by officials before being
greenlighted for funding.
The report blames the SBA for creating the batch approval function early in the pandemic, during
the Trump administration.
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TV and Radio
KETV: NDOT opens new state operations center
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts attends opening of new transportation hub, answers questions on firearms
legislation
KLKN: NDOT opens new command center for Nebraska highways (no video)
WOWT: Gov. Ricketts announces formation of new State Operations Center (no video)
KFOR: White House Considering Gas Tax Holiday — Ricketts Calls It A Band-Aid (no audio)
10/111: First hearing in Slama-Herbster legal fight (no video)
NPM: Federal Judge Sides With Medical Marijuana Supporters on Ballot Petition Lawsuit
 
Governor
OWH: Officials celebrate opening of NDOT's operations center in Omaha
Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska motorists expected to benefit from newly merged command hub
Chadron Record: Ricketts visits with local residents
Nebraska Examiner: Slama-Herbster attorneys argue about path forward in discovery
CT Post: Without Ricketts, rally opposing his beliefs goes on in Canton
Hartford Courant: Connecticut Republicans, Democrats clash over guns, abortion without Nebraska
governor
Breitbart: ‘Working People Vote Republican’: GOP Populist LePage Aims at Maine Comeback Against
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OWH: Officials celebrate opening of NDOT's operations center in Omaha
 
A new Nebraska Department of Transportation operations center in Omaha should provide drivers
with more immediate information on hazards along Nebraska’s highways and interstates.
State officials gathered Tuesday to celebrate the opening of the center, which is essentially a merger
of the department’s previous two operation centers — with one located in Omaha and Lincoln each.
The new combined center in Omaha is located at a Nebraska State Patrol office along South 108th
Street.
According to Jessica Sherwood, manager of the center, staff members have access to more than 380







live traffic cameras across the state. With access to those feeds and other information now under
one roof, staff members will be able to more quickly and effectively communicate with each other,
first responders and ultimately the public about obstacles and hazards on Nebraska’s roads.
That includes distributing real-time information via various methods including the smartphone
navigation app Waze, which provides crowdsourced traffic information, and more than 330 message
boards across the state.
“There’s nothing worse than to come up on an incident unaware where you wish you could have
took that exit just prior to the incident,” NDOT Director John Selmer said. “We hope that this center
will help meet the desires and expectation of our public.”
Sherwood said the center will operate at all hours. That’s a change from when there were two
district operation centers, which didn’t operate at a full-time capacity and relied on people working
on call.
“The state operation center’s No. 1 goal and priority is to provide the most accurate and timely
information to our traveling public throughout the state,” she said.
The creation of the state operation center marks the latest in what Gov. Pete Ricketts said is his
administration’s effort to create efficiencies in state government under a “philosophy of continuous
improvement.” Ricketts pointed to how NDOT was formed out of the merger of the state’s
Department of Roads and Department of Aeronautics in 2017.
“Our mission is to create opportunities for Nebraskans (and a) more effective, more efficient and
customer-focused state government,” he said.
By Dan Crisler
 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska motorists expected to benefit from newly merged
command hub
 
OMAHA — Long gone are the “wild, wild West” days when families loaded up their station wagons
and could only pray their vacation route would not be disrupted by car accidents or storms, John
Selmer, Nebraska’s director of transportation, said Tuesday.
He said technological breakthroughs have increased information available to Nebraska travelers
today. A state transportation team, for instance, now monitors nearly 380 cameras and updates 330
message boards along state roadways to help get motorists to their destinations safely and
efficiently.
Gov. Pete Ricketts and Selmer announced a change Tuesday that is expected to make the journey
through Nebraska even smoother.
Around-the-clock watch
A new State Operations Center, at 4411 S. 108th St., has been formed to create one centralized
command center that monitors the state highway network. Previously, those functions were split
between offices in Lincoln and Omaha.
Hours will be expanded to create an around-the-clock system in which a team of about 10 workers
watch roadways as they are reflected through the network of cameras and onto a wall of video
screens. Those same workers receive and dispatch relevant information from and to partner
agencies to help smooth traffic flow and avert or control catastrophes.
Ricketts and Selmer said the enhancements for travelers and motorists will come mostly through
streamlining, and without any added cost to taxpayers.
As traffic overall continues to increase, Ricketts said, so has the need for consistent management of







the roadway network that Nebraskans use daily for commerce, commuting, school and recreation.
Smart decisions behind the wheel
“Providing timely information helps drivers make smart decisions behind the wheel so they can stay
safe and avoid traffic,” he said.
Selmer said “communication is vital.” He noted that the state operations center team, now working
at one site, shares relevant information with law enforcement and other agencies that help keep
traffic moving and clear roads of hazards that can range from fatal pileup crashes to a runaway tire.
The team also feeds information to various travel social media and outreach tools including
Nebraska 511, a website that shows road closures and conditions, construction and detour
information.
“This center will be a hub in making sure that not only our local partners have the information they
need to coordinate with us but to educate or provide information to the traveling public,” said
Selmer.
He said the operations center is on alert and prepared to respond to traffic needs and emergencies
during big events such as the upcoming College World Series, which starts Friday. 
“There is nothing worse than to come up on an incident unawares and where you wish you could
have taken that exit just prior to the incident,” Selmer said.
Located in an existing state office building, the central hub has been 20 years in the making, said
manager Jessica Sherwood.
‘Next phase of evolution’
Two decades ago, she said, one person took calls and updated the 511 system while relying on
people in eight districts working on call on evenings and weekends. Initially the district centers did
not operate on a full-time basis and activated for major crashes or weather events in their areas.
“Today we are here for that next phase of evolution,” Sherwood said.
Selmer said his goal for the Nebraska Department of Transportation and the operations center is to
provide even more predictive information.
He’d like systems to read road conditions and not only inform Nebraskans of conditions in their path,
but also to suggest alternative days or hours to travel. 
“It’s an interesting time to be in transportation,” he said. “There are a lot of things around the
corner.”
By Cindy Gonzalez
 


Chadron Record: Ricketts visits with local residents
 
Last Wednesday, June 8, Chadron received a visit from Governor Pete Ricketts, who has been
conducting “town hall” style events across the state to talk about the accomplishments of the 2022
Legislative session and address questions from residents.
Ricketts began the program speaking to how well the state handled the COVID-19 pandemic,
attributing the response as one of the major reasons the state has been able to achieve the lowest
unemployment rate in the country’s history at 1.9%. Lots of companies are also investing in
Nebraska, he noted, which brings job opportunities.
State revenues have also set records this year, Ricketts said, as in April Nebraska collected more than
$1 billion in gross state revenue.
Another point Ricketts raised is that government growth rate was kept low over the past eight years,
allowing for delivery of sustainable tax relief.







One of the questions at the event was in regard to whether anything’s being done to help draw
people to western Nebraska from the east side of the state. Ricketts said if one looks at how the
Department of Economic Development is distributing grants, it’s fairly widespread across the state.
As to the low unemployment rate and the initial investment made into The Good Life is Calling
program, it was questioned whether the program will continue to allow communities to continue
recruiting the types of employees needed. Ricketts said a low unemployment rate means it’s hard
for employers to hire people. He added there needs to be a focus on making sure the young people
are educated to take the high demand jobs that are here in the state.
Businesses are going to have to start getting involved earlier to get the folks they need, Ricketts said,
and there needs to be an educational pipeline so young people are educated for the jobs available.
Another concern raised was predator damage to livestock, It was noted that the USDA’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has been doing a good job in providing trappers to keep
predators down, and Nebraska Game and Parks does its part in providing permits for people to hunt
them.
An issue arises with the low unemployment rate as it can be difficult to attract government trappers.
Options are available, such as petitioning for a levy to pay for predator damage.
Ricketts noted predators taking down animals also has an impact on the availability of hunting game
and that draw to folks. He suggested working with the local NGPC office and staff to determine what
kind of financial support is available to help with predation control.
Looking at the 2022 Legislative session, Ricketts said it was historic in a number of ways. There were
four key things, he noted, any of which would be considered historical by themselves.
”I think this Legislative session will go down in history as one of the unicameral’s finest,” Ricketts
said.
The first point the governor spoke to was the passing of LB873, which rolled together several tax
relief programs, among them the property tax relief program begun by LB1107 in 2020. Ricketts
explained when people filed for Nebraska state income taxes, they were able to claim a 25% rebate
on what they paid to the school district in property taxes.
Another property tax relief program was added based on what folks pay into local community
health. Starting in 2022, $50 million will be put into a rebate program similar to the one with the
school district.
“Citizens will continue to see property tax relief in Nebraska,” Ricketts said. There was also an
acceleration of tax relief for seniors. Nebraska is one of the few states that taxes Social Security
benefits. Last year, a bill was passed to take about half of those taxes off. As part of LB873, the other
half was taken off, and accelerated how fast it would come in. By 2026, Social Security benefits will
not be taxed at all.
The final piece of LB873, Rickets noted, will take income tax rates from 6.84% to 5.84%, and business
rates from 7.5% to 5.84%, both of which will be phased in by 2027. By that same year, the state will
have delivered $12.6 billion in tax relief all total.
Another item the Legislature took up was investing in public safety and law enforcement. Ricketts
noted $47.7 million was invested in the Grand Island law enforcement training center. Another
$16.9 million was invested in expansion od the Nebraska State Patrol crime lab. Another bill, LB1241,
was passed and will trade reciprocity with out-of-state officers to come and work in Nebraska.
“If you’re certified in another state,” Ricketts said, “you can come and work for Nebraska.”
Also in LB1241, there is 100% tuition reimbursement for officers who attend state-run institutions,
state income tax relief for officers over age 60 who are paying for their own health insurance, and







retention bonuses for officers. Money has also been set aside to replace the state penitentiary.
The third key point is investment in water resources. The passage of LB1015, Ricketts said, gives
authority to move forward on the Perkins County canal project. He explained the project is about
building a canal from the South Platte River in Colorado to a reservoir system in Nebraska. This is
based on a compact signed nearly 100 years ago, he said, but is now being pursued due to the
growth on the Front Range in Colorado and the resulting drain it would have on the river.
The compact with Colorado, Ricketts noted, requires delivery of about 120 cubic feet per second
from Colorado to Nebraska during non-irrigation seasons, but only if the canal and reservoir system
is built.
“They don’t plan to give us anything, so we need to protect our water rights,” Ricketts said, pointing
out this is not about getting more water but holding on to what Nebraska is already getting.
Other water projects being invested in are: developing a marina at Lake McConaughy, expanding the
marina at Lewis and Clark Lake State Recreation Area, building a convention center at Niobrara State
Park, and rebuilding the canal system between Fort Laramie and Gering that collapsed a few years
ago.
The fourth key item is the $1.04 billion from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). The Legislature
has allocated estimates of: $60 million to community colleges, $8 million for state colleges, $60
million for a medical center at the University of Nebraska-Kearney, $40 million in behavioral health
facilities, $5 million in loan forgiveness for nurses and behavioral health staff, $100 million for
shovel-ready projects, $20 million toward a site building development fund, $489 million for
disproportionate communities and $128 million for housing.
Ricketts noted the High Plains Community Development Corporation’s recent housing survey as key
in distributing ARPA money for more housing.
The governor also pointed out the Nebraska Rural Advantage Act has been “re-upped,” now a new
limit of $10 million compared to the former $1 million. There is also $42 billion coming from the
Commerce Department for rural broadband, he said, but one of the biggest problems is getting the
people who know how to install it.
By Mark Dykes
 


Nebraska Examiner: Slama-Herbster attorneys argue about path forward in discovery
 
BEATRICE, Nebraska — Dueling lawsuits about one of eight groping allegations that jostled the end
of Nebraska’s GOP gubernatorial primary race reached a courtroom for the first time Tuesday.
Johnson County District Judge Rick Schreiner heard lawyers argue parts of five motions concerning
the discovery process that lawyers use to gather information for civil cases. Four of the filings came
from lawyers for unsuccessful governor candidate Charles Herbster, who did not attend the hearing.
One came from lawyers for State Sen. Julie Slama, who attended.
How they got here
The filings involve dueling lawsuits initiated by Herbster and Slama. Herbster sued Slama for
defamation after she was named as one of eight women alleging in an April 14 Nebraska Examiner
article that Herbster had groped them. He has denied wrongdoing.
Slama counter-sued Herbster, alleging sexual battery and defamation. She says Herbster reached up
her skirt and touched her inappropriately during a 2019 fundraising dinner in Omaha.
What happened Tuesday
The judge took parts of two Herbster motions under advisement. One argued the propriety of
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adding evidence to the legal filings alleging defamatory statements. The other sought protective
orders against being sanctioned for missing a deposition date that Slama’s attorneys scheduled
during the stretch run of the primary campaign, as well as a protective order seeking to limit what
Slama’s attorney can say about the case publicly.
The day’s most meaningful progress came during an hour-plus discussion that Schreiner pressed the
lawyers to participate in privately at the courthouse. Schreiner paused the proceedings after Slama’s
lawyers told him they had gotten no response from Herbster’s team about negotiating on the timing
and possible limits to subpoenas.
The judge pressed the lawyers to resolve their differences about a number of issues involving the
depositions and subpoenas, including when Herbster will sit for a deposition in Slama’s lawsuit. 
What’s next
Slama’s attorneys have already notified Herbster’s attorneys that they intend to depose Herbster on
July 20, the Nebraska Examiner has learned. Herbster’s attorneys offered no immediate comment. 
Herbster’s legal team had filed motions seeking to limit the scope of several subpoenas that Slama’s
legal team is pursuing involving Herbster and his political staff.
Herbster’s team argued Tuesday that the businessman’s deposition should wait until filings in the
case are narrowed. They also argued that Herbster shouldn’t have to answer questions that could
consume up to two days. 
Slama’s attorneys argued that Herbster shouldn’t have missed the first deposition date in early May.
They argued that their questions should take as long as needed for answers.
The judge said he saw nothing in Nebraska law that required waiting for filings to be amended
before proceeding with depositions. He also expressed skepticism that a protective order was
needed. 
He ordered the lawyers to brief him on the protective order and keep negotiating over narrowing
subpoenas. The first round of new filings is set for July 1, and responses are due July 15.
Other issues
Schreiner spent much of Tuesday’s hearing refereeing disputes between the lawyers about which
side, if any, had improperly “tried” the civil case in the news media instead of arguing in court.
Herbster attorney Theodore Boecker alleged that Slama attorney Dave Lopez was running afoul of
court rules limiting what can be said about a case in public. 
Lopez’s legal teammate, Marnie Jensen, objected, offering seven exhibits of Herbster and his
campaign team making statements in the press about the allegations at the heart of the case.
The judge did not immediately set a next court date. He encouraged the lawyers to work things out.
The lawyers said they would try to make progress on disagreements about discovery.
Politics vs. the law
Schreiner said that he has no interest in having political arguments in his courtroom and that he
wants to center this case on the law.
Herbster has argued that the allegations against him were political, alleging a conspiracy by Gov.
Pete Ricketts and University of Nebraska Regent Jim Pillen to help Pillen win the GOP nomination for
governor.  Ricketts and Pillen have denied being part of any political conspiracy.
Political observers have said the updated legal complaint Slama filed after the May election may
have been meant to communicate to Herbster that Slama remained serious about suing him.
“None of this has ever had anything to do with politics,” Slama said Tuesday in Beatrice. “From day
one, this has been about trying to protect young girls from going through what I went through.”
By Aaron Sanderford
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CT Post: Without Ricketts, rally opposing his beliefs goes on in Canton
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts, of Nebraska, was not in Canton Tuesday night, but his ears might have been
ringing. Just a few miles from where he was supposed to speak, a crowd of residents and state
leaders gathered to protest his invitation in the first place.
Outside Cherry Brook Primary School a group of overwhelmingly Democratic voters wore purple and
orange and carried handmade signs. Purple represents a woman’s right to choose, and orange
represents gun safety.
Ricketts canceled his appearance at a fundraiser for Republican candidate for governor Bob
Stefanowski at the last minute.
“I don’t think [Ricketts] knows or understands Connecticut, and I don’t think he has any right to
speak on or influence what our politicians and leaders do,” said Carly Henderson, of Avon.
Henderson attended the rally with Angela Scott, also of Avon. The two wore shirts from the March
for our Lives protest in Washington, D.C., in 2018. They lamented that they still had occasion to wear
the shirts.
“The fact that we have gone through Sandy Hook, we went through Parkland, this is just too much,”
Scott said. “The fact that we can have all of these other things passed in a heartbeat but we can’t
have any regulations passed on gun control? Give me a break.”
Ricketts is a strong supporter of gun rights and limits on abortion, two stances opposite those of
Gov. Ned Lamont.
“The issue isn’t whether Pete Ricketts was in Canton tonight,” said Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin. “The
issue is Bob Stefanowksi wanted Pete Ricketts standing next to him in Canton tonight.”
The rally against Ricketts’ presence became a “celebration” of Democrats’ ability to mobilize ahead
of November’s elections, Rep. Jillian Gilchrest, D-West Hartford, said. Ricketts announced that he
canceled due to a scheduling conflict, but Democrats at the event took credit for his absence.
“While we successfully stopped an extremist, Republican, anti-choice, pro-gun governor of Nebraska
from coming to the state of Connecticut, Bob Stefanowski invited him here,” Gilchrest said. “Bob
Stefanowski wanted him here in Connecticut to fundraise for him. That tells us exactly who Bob
Stefanowski is.”
A few Canton residents at the rally seemed confused about why Stefanowski extended the invitation
to a figure they deemed as more “extreme” than Connecticut.
“I remain outraged that Stefanowski thought it was appropriate for Ricketts to come here,” Crane
said. “He’s extremely to the right, and most of the people in Canton that I know are not that far to
the right.”
The event might have been a celebration, but the lingering toll of mass shootings and fear about the
future of Roe v. Wade was palpable in the crowd and among the speakers.
Many attendees were children, who also carried signs, some of which reflected a nuanced
understanding of the political issues at stake.
Michael Vogel, of Canton, brought his three children to the rally. Before it started, they spread out
on the sidewalk and made signs. One said “Abortion is healthcare.”
“This is the world they are going to be living in, and I don’t think they should be passive recipients
just accepting what the world is,” Vogel said. “We want them to recognize that the world can be
made better.”
By Emily DiSalvo
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Hartford Courant: Connecticut Republicans, Democrats clash over guns, abortion
without Nebraska governor
 
CANTON — The high-profile guest of honor was not there, but the absence of Nebraska Gov. Pete
Ricketts did not stop a clash Tuesday between Republicans and Democrats over guns and abortion.
Republican gubernatorial candidate Bob Stefanowski went ahead with a big-money fundraiser in
Canton, even though Ricketts, the chairman of the national Republican Governors Association,
canceled due to what the campaign described as a scheduling conflict.
At the same time, a group of Democrats gathered in protest outside a public school that was one
mile away — strategically placed on the same street so that those driving north to the fundraiser
would need to pass the protesters.
The fundraiser had caused controversy among Democrats because Ricketts favors banning abortion,
even in cases of rape and incest, if the landmark Roe v. Wade decision is overturned by the U.S.
Supreme Court in the coming weeks.
“Nebraska is a pro-life state. I believe life begins at conception, and those are babies, too,” Ricketts
told CNN last month. “If Roe v. Wade, which is a horrible constitutional decision, gets overturned by
the Supreme Court, which we’re hopeful of, here in Nebraska, we’re going to take further steps to
protect those pre-born babies.’’
When asked if he favored raising the age to 21 to buy an assault weapon, Ricketts said, “I haven’t
looked at the details of that bill.’’
The cancellation by Ricketts was announced on the same day that the Connecticut Democratic Party
said that public officials would be attending the protest, including Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin, state
legislators Eleni Kavros-DeGraw of Avon and Jillian Gilchrest of West Hartford, and Chris Mattei, a
former federal prosecutor who explored a run for governor in 2018 and ran for state attorney
general.
“When you are saying that women should not have the right to have an abortion on demand, you
are not pro-family,’' Kavros-DeGraw told more than 60 Democrats gathered outside the school. “The
folks that donate tonight are not the people who share the values of the majority of the people who
live in Connecticut. Those are the folks who are saying, no, my gun is more important than your
child.’'
Bronin said, “Governor Pete Ricketts is one of the most extreme right-wing Republicans in the
country. ... He opposes common-sense gun laws. He was one of President Trump’s biggest
supporters. ... If Bob [Stefanowski] had his way, Donald Trump would still be president today.’'
But Liz Kurantowicz, a senior adviser to Stefanowski, said that Stefanowski supports the state’s laws
on abortion and guns.
“The only extreme views on abortion in Connecticut are Governor Lamont’s,’' Kurantowicz said. “Bob
supports a woman’s right to choose, as is already codified in Connecticut state law, and believes in
parental notification for girls under 16. The governor seems to be embracing extremists who believe
there should be no restrictions on abortion whatsoever.’'
She added, “Connecticut has the strongest-in-the-nation gun laws, and Bob will do what’s in his
power to enforce them when he’s governor.’'
Kurantowicz declined to reveal the number of supporters who attended the fundraiser or how much
money was raised, saying that the total would be revealed publicly in the quarterly campaign report.
Despite pledging to spend $10 million of his own money on the race, Stefanowski has continued to







raise money. The top ticket price for the Canton fundraiser was $3,500 per person, along with
$2,500 for a platinum supporter, $1,000 for gold supporter and $250 for a “Save CT Supporter,’’
according to an invitation obtained by the Courant.
The campaign has also sent out invitations for a major fundraiser next week with New Hampshire
Republican Gov. Chris Sununu that has a maximum ticket price of $3,500.
Stefanowski is locked in a high-stakes, big-money battle against Lamont, a fellow millionaire former
business executive. Lamont has already spent more than $40 million of his own money in three
statewide races in 2006, 2010, and 2018. He is expected to spend millions more this year to keep his
current position.
Stefanowski is trying to break a 15-year losing streak by Republicans in major races in Connecticut. In
2006, then-Gov. M. Jodi Rell and then-U.S. Rep. Chris Shays of Bridgeport both won reelection. But
Shays lost in the Democratic wave that swept in Barack Obama as president in 2008, and no
Connecticut Republican has won a seat for Congress, governor or other statewide office since then.
Mattei, a former federal prosecutor who handled gun trafficking and other cases, said that his 6-
year-old son had somehow found out about the Texas school shooting.
“I didn’t know what to say to him, and he’s the kind of kid who doesn’t like people to see him cry,’'
Mattei told the crowd. “And he started crying, and I thought it was because he was scared that
something like that could happen in his school. But somehow he had heard that the shooter at
Uvalde had been killed. When I asked him whether he was crying because he was afraid that this
might happen at his school, he said no — because it didn’t occur to him that there might be more
than one person who could do something like this to other children. The reason he was crying is
because he was so sad for the children — about his age — who he knew had died.’'
By Christopher Keating
 


Breitbart: ‘Working People Vote Republican’: GOP Populist LePage Aims at Maine
Comeback Against Democrat Gov. Mills
 
Former Gov. Paul LePage cruised through the Republican gubernatorial primary in Maine unopposed
on Tuesday, officially setting up a face-off against incumbent Democrat Gov. Janet Mills for
November.
LePage, who is celebrating election night at a small event near his hometown of Lewiston, wrote in a
statement as polls were closing, “The entire country is waking up to what I’ve known from the
beginning: We can defeat Janet Mills in November.”
LePage previously served as governor of Maine for two terms until 2019, and while he could not run
for a third term because of the state limit of two consecutive terms, he began hinting just a year
after he left office that he would run again in 2022 to succeed Mills.
LePage formally launched his campaign in July 2021, saying at the time, “We must work toward
building a better future based on individual liberty, fiscal responsibility, and an economy which
empowers everyone including our rural communities.”
Mills announced in March she would pursue reelection, setting up the fight with LePage and
contending she had “much left” to do as governor.
Formerly a city councilor and mayor, LePage won his race for governor in 2010 by a narrow vote of
less than two percent, and in doing so, rocked the moderate Republican presence in Maine with his
strong personality and unrelenting conservative views.
The magazine American Conservative noted during his first term in office that LePage, for
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instance, “compared the IRS to the Gestapo, said that Obama could go to hell, and pointed to the
press box during his inaugural address warning, ‘You’re on notice.’”
Roughly around the same time LePage was running for his first term in office, the Maine Republican
Party adopted the tagline “working people vote Republican” as a means of sequestering the
Democrat Party — historically a party focused on the working class and unions — as an out-of-touch
party of elites. LePage, who grew up in poverty before entering the workforce to take on various
blue-collar jobs, served as an exemplary figure for that message as the state party was spreading it
around in ads and selling it as a popular bumper sticker.
As part of his comeback bid, LePage is advocating for cutting the state income tax and promoting
that he left the Maine economy “surging” in 2019.
He recently stated that when he left office, “private sector jobs were rapidly expanding,
unemployment was at a record low, investment capital was flowing, and government red tape and
spending was under control for the first time in 50 years.”
LePage’s heavy focus on economic issues aligns with national polling data showing Americans are
overwhelmingly concerned with inflation and costs of necessities like groceries and gas. Gas in
particular had been hovering at high rates for months but reached a new record-breaking high price
Tuesday for the 17th day in a row.
LePage zeroed in on gas prices back in March, pressuring Mills to cut the state’s fuel tax, in line with
temporary suspensions or cuts that some other governors had begun implementing.
Mills insisted in response that one-time $750 relief checks, which she proudly announced during her
State of the State address this year, were the answer to Mainers’ strained budgets rather than a
structural change like a tax cut.
The Maine Democrat shared a video on Tuesday urging voters to turn out to the polls, as some
contested races were taking place further down the ballot. Mills wrote, “Let’s show folks that
#Maine is ready to keep moving forward”:
A recent biannual statewide poll provided an illustration of the difference in support between
LePage and Mills. It showed Maine’s rural and expansive Second District favored LePage, whereas
the state’s more densely populated First District, peppered with wealthy coastal towns, preferred
Mills.
The poll’s topline result found the two candidates were in a dead heat, with LePage trailing Mills by a
few points, within the poll’s margin of error.
LePage political adviser Brent Littlefield indicated to Breitbart News on Tuesday that issues such as
President Joe Biden’s multitrillion spending packages — which states have reaped the benefit of —
and Mills’ “extreme” handling of coronavirus are issues he expects will resonate with the average
Maine voter.
“It’s that extreme nature of her approach that is different from Gov. LePage,” Littlefield said.
“He has a background and history of turning things around economically, and she is basically living
off Uncle Joe’s money and subsidizing the state with temporary funds, and she’s running around
handing it out like Santa Claus,” Littlefield added. “In the meantime the state’s going to be left
holding the bag when the money from D.C. runs out.”
Biden defeated former President Donald Trump in Maine by about nine points in 2020, but with the
president continuously receiving dismal approval ratings, and with growing expectations that
Republicans will see big gains nationally in November, the gubernatorial race in the Pine Tree State is
set to be competitive.
The Republican Governors Association (RGA) praised LePage on Tuesday as a “proven leader” and
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said the group was “confident” he would defeat Mills.
“Janet Mills’ only concern as governor is appeasing the far-left activists and Joe Biden,” RGA cochairs
Govs. Doug Ducey and Pete Ricketts said in a statement, adding Mills “signed into law a grocery tax,
proposed a gas tax hike, and allowed an extreme environmental agenda to decimate local fishing
communities.”
“The RGA congratulates Paul for officially becoming the GOP nominee,” the governors added, “and
we remain confident Mainers will return him to the Blaine House.”
By Ashley Oliver
 


LJS: Judge rejects AG's request to stay injunction as appeal on petition lawsuit is heard
 
A day after the requirement for ballot initiatives to gather signatures from 5% of voters in 38 of
Nebraska's 93 counties was deemed unconstitutional, a federal judge denied a motion to keep the
requirement in place until an appeals court can take up the matter.
U.S. District Court John Gerrard denied the Nebraska Attorney General's request for a stay on a
preliminary injunction against Secretary of State Bob Evnen on Tuesday, saying the state failed to
meet the standard to grant one.
The ruling follows a 46-page decision on Monday, also from Gerrard, siding with Nebraskans for
Medical Marijuana, who asked for the court to stop Evnen from enforcing the multicounty
requirement ahead of the July 7 deadline for submitting signatures.
Crista Eggers, a campaign coordinator for the ballot initiatives seeking to allow doctors to
recommend cannabis to their patients, and providing patients access to cannabis, said the
multicounty requirement diluted the voting power of individuals in the state's most populous
counties.
That, Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana and the ACLU of Nebraska argued, violated the Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.
On Tuesday morning, the attorney general's office, which is representing Evnen as the state's chief
election officer, asked Gerrard for a stay while an appeal of the decision can be decided by the
Eighth Circuit Court. Later in the day, Gerrard denied it.
Solicitor General James Campbell, writing to the court in support of the motion to stay the
preliminary injunction, said the attorney general's office believes it will succeed on the merits of the
constitutional claims during the appeal.
"Just last year, a judge on this court granted a stay pending appeal even though it did not think that
the appellants were likely to prevail," Campbell wrote.
Without an appeal, the state would be “irreparably harmed” by being prevented from performing its
duty under the current law, the attorney general’s office added, and Nebraskans for Medical
Marijuana would not be harmed.
In the brief, the state says it is “quite possible” Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana will qualify for the
2022 ballot under the current multicounty requirement.
Eggers, in a phone interview Tuesday, said Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana is pleased with the
injunction even as the campaign continues to gather signatures as if it would need to qualify 38
counties.
To date, the pair of petitions being circulated by Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana have been
signed by more than 100,000 registered voters in the state, Eggers said, and the campaign has
qualified 22 counties with 23 days remaining before the deadline.







“Yesterday was a big day for us, but we still have a long road ahead of us,” Eggers said. “We will
continue to do what we have been doing.”
Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart, who is co-sponsoring the pair of petitions to legalize medical marijuana,
said the campaign has built “a large infrastructure” of grassroots supporters across the state, and
will continue to rely upon the efforts of its volunteers.
“We do recognize the goal is we need to collect enough statewide to get across the finish line, and
we’re focused on doing that,” Wishart said.
Leaders of Voter ID petition say strategy unchanged 
Another campaign will also continue its effort to pass the multicounty requirement that was
amended into the state constitution in 1912.
Citizens for Voter ID, which is seeking to enact a constitutional amendment requiring voters to show
a photographic identification before they cast their ballot, will continue on as planned, said co-
sponsor state Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar.
“Yesterday’s ruling does not change our strategy, as we’re on track to exceed the threshold number
of counties already,” Slama said in a text message. “Voter ID has the support of both rural and urban
Nebraska, so we’ve had no trouble in achieving the county threshold.”
Slama said Citizens for Voter ID, which needs roughly 124,000 signatures, would not disclose how
many it has collected before the July 7 deadline for submitting them to Evnen’s office, however.
In recent weeks, circulators of the voter ID petition have been accused of misleading potential
signers about its intent or telling voters they are employed by the state; Slama has dismissed the
complaints as coming from Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, the Democratic nominee for governor, and
other “liberal operatives” who oppose the initiative.
Campbell, in his brief supporting a motion to stay the injunction ordered by Gerrard, said without
the multicounty rules, as many as 16 total initiatives or referendum measures could be put before
voters in November.
If those petitions qualify for the November ballot and the preliminary injunction is later overturned,
those measures could be invalidated, Campbell wrote.
“This harms not only initiative petitions but also the voters presented with initiatives that might be
erased," he wrote. “Asking Nebraskans to vote on a full slate of initiatives with a cloud of uncertainty
surrounding them is not in the public interest. That undermines voter trust in the process.”
Of the 13 remaining petitions (excluding the pair of medical marijuana petitions as well as the voter
ID petition), at least two are defunct, including a previous medical marijuana petition sponsored by
Wishart and Sen. Adam Morfeld, also of Lincoln.
Other petitions see mixed success
Bill Hawkins of the Nebraska Hemp Company said he had “taken a step back” from pushing a
proposed constitutional amendment granting all persons “the right to use all plants in the genus
cannabis.”
The proponent of full legalization said he agreed with the rule that petitions be signed by 5% of
voters in two-fifths of Nebraska’s counties, however, even if it makes it more difficult for grassroots
campaigns to find support for their issue.
“I believe central and western Nebraska count as much or more than urban Lincoln and Omaha,”
Hawkins said. “We are a rural state. It needs some geographic distribution.”
“The people reserve the right to the petition, not just the people of Douglas, Sarpy and Lancaster,”
he added.
Other initiative and constitutional amendment petitions are also in circulation at events across the







state, but it’s unlikely they will reach the signature threshold ahead of the deadline.
Robert Rhodes, of Elkhorn, the sponsor of an initiative to repeal Nebraska’s motorcycle helmet laws,
said the campaign “wasn’t doing very well,” but is still alive, having been handed off to several
motorcycle clubs to gather signatures.
A slew of proposed constitutional amendments from Michael Connely of York, including creating
rights to so-called “constitutional carry” of firearms and eliminating the Nebraska Department of
Education, have also been registered with the secretary of state’s office.
Connely did not return an email seeking comment.
On Tuesday afternoon, however, Gerrard denied the state’s motion to stay the injunction, writing in
a three-page order Evnen's attorneys did not provide any additional arguments to change his mind.
"(T)he court finds nothing here to change its mind about its findings, yesterday, that the plaintiffs are
likely to succeed and that any harm to the defendant and the public interest is outweighed by the
harm to the plaintiffs," he wrote.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: Sen. Suzanne Geist urged to run for Lincoln mayor, not sure she will
 
Sen. Suzanne Geist is being urged to consider entering the 2023 race for Lincoln mayor, but she says
she's not sure that's the path she wants to follow with two years remaining in her second legislative
term and her growing seniority and influence in helping shape issues like prison reform.
Geist is a Republican; Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird is a Democrat and widely expected to seek
reelection; the mayor's office is nonpartisan.
"It's a difficult decision," Geist said during an interview at a Lincoln coffee shop.
There are other priorities in her life to consider, including nine grandchildren, all of whom live in
Lincoln.
"And I take my current role (in the Legislature) seriously," Geist said.
"I'm not a big headliner; I'm busy working in the back" outside the spotlight.
After prevailing in a high-profile legislative battle earlier this year over elements of a criminal justice
reform package championed by Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, Geist said she wants the Legislature to
focus its efforts on programming.
"We need to try to salvage lives," she said.
"It's not a matter of hard on crime or soft on crime," Geist said. "We need a balance."
The answer is not reducing sentences, she believes, but directing more prison resources toward
rehabilitation and drug treatment and changing lives.
"A robust treatment program within prison and transitioning out into community-based and
government-based support and programming," she said.
With two years remaining before she would be term-limited out of the Legislature, Geist said she
does not plan to seek the chairmanship of the Legislature's Judiciary Committee when the 2023
Legislature convenes in January and makes its organizational and leadership decisions.
"I want to be a contributing member" of that committee, she said, "but I'm more fitted to be a
Transportation and Telecommunications Committee chairperson because of my telecommunications
experience."
Geist said she values her independence in Nebraska's uniquely nonpartisan Legislature.
"I'm a conservative and a Republican, but my own party has not been very happy with me on a
couple of votes I've taken," Geist said.







"The deeper you get into issues, the more you understand how complicated they are."
Rather than "giving my word and refusing to budge," Geist said, when she finds reason to change her
vote, she informs sponsors of the bill and lobbyists who may have talked with her that she has
changed her mind so no one is blind-sided in a legislative arena that links power and influence with
trust.
That's happened two times in six years, she said.
Geist and Sen. Anna Wishart are Lincoln's two senior senators now, both completing their second
and final terms in the Legislature as they bump into the voter-imposed limit of two consecutive
terms.
Wishart is a Democrat.
"We're now six years down the road," Geist said. "There's not much time left.
"It's very important to learn about a system before you would try to change it, and it takes so long to
learn. I would never vote for term limits.
"The things that I have become passionate about weren't even on my plate when I began."
More assertive in her sixth year, Geist said she views prison and sentencing reform in a nonpartisan
sense although it has been a major issue for Democrats.
"I made my own philosophy," she said.  "What's effective? What are the areas that need
improvement?
"I don't want to lock them up and throw away the key. But I don't think we're where we need to be.
"I want them to be successful. I want them to find the ability to control their lives and build a future.
"With two years to go, I will be looking for legislative partners."
Geist said she has talked with Republican gubernatorial nominee Jim Pillen and "I think he is open"
to considering her perspective if he is elected in November.
By Don Walton
 


Fremont Tribune: Weeping Water to begin four-day school week this fall
 
WEEPING WATER – Students at Weeping Water Public Schools will attend classes four days each
week next year in all grade levels.
Weeping Water Board of Education members approved the change at their May meeting. They
directed Weeping Water Superintendent Kevin Reiman to make the necessary adjustments to
implement a four-day week for students and staff in the 2022-23 school year.
Reiman said Tuesday morning that school board members and administration officials opted to go
with a four-day week for several reasons. He said staff retention and recruitment was at the top of
the list of those thoughts.
“The state is experiencing a significant shortage of teachers,” Reiman said. “The number of
applicants we have for open positions has decreased at an alarming rate. It is our hope that by going
to a four-day week, we can keep the teachers we already have on staff. If we do have an opening,
we believe a four-day week will be an incentive for teachers to work at Weeping Water.”
Reiman said attendance and mental health were also factors in the decision.
“Our research showed that attendance rates increase in schools with a four-day week,” Reiman said.
“For example, parents and students schedule appointments on the off day of the week. Our research
also showed us that a four-day week improves the mental health of both students and staff.”
Reiman said Weeping Water is currently in a solid financial position, but the district is experiencing
increased costs in areas such as transportation and food. He said moving to a four-day week would







help the district combat those types of rising expenses.
School board members passed a revised calendar to reflect the change to a four-day week. School
will be closed on most Mondays during the academic year. There will be several instances where
school is open on a Monday and closed on another day. Board members left March 20, April 17 and
May 8 as potential make-up dates where school could be held on Mondays if there are snow days.
Each school day will be 19 minutes longer in the upcoming year. Weeping Water had been
dismissing classes at 3:41 p.m. each day of the district’s five-day week. There will a 4 p.m. dismissal
time under the new four-day-a-week structure.
Reiman said staff members will work every other Monday on professional development and school
improvement topics. He said these dates would give staff members additional planning time in their
classrooms and learning opportunities throughout the year.
Weeping Water will be the second Cass County school to implement a four-day week. Conestoga has
used a four-day system since 2006.
Reiman said Weeping Water Elementary Principal Bristol Wenzl was on an external visitation team
that traveled to Conestoga. She met with Conestoga staff and community members and gained
valuable insight about what a four-day week would entail.
“One of the key things she heard from Conestoga’s stakeholders was how much they liked the four-
day school week,” Reiman said. “This was the spark to take what we had researched and present the
idea to our school board.
“We did take what Bristol learned at Conestoga as well as talking to other four-day school districts in
the state. The administration team then combined all of this data and tweaked it to fit the goals for
our school district.”
Other school districts in Nebraska that have four-day weeks include Banner County, Hay Springs,
Minatare and Wynot. Grand Island Public Schools implemented a temporary four-day school week in
January 2022 due to infections from the coronavirus pandemic.
Reiman said Weeping Water residents have been receptive to the idea of a four-day week. He said
people have been willing to adapt to the new schedule and have presented their questions in
respectful and cooperative ways.
“The feedback has been extremely positive,” Reiman said. “We did have parents who had logistical
questions that we were able to address. Beyond those logistical questions, the feedback from the
community, Board of Education, staff and students has been positive. As a superintendent, I
appreciate the way the community has supported this decision and been open to finding solutions to
potential conflicts.”
Weeping Water board members also learned that this year’s junior class had an average score of
20.1 on the ACT college entrance exam. The class finished above the state average of 19.0. Two
students had ACT scores of 33 and 30, two posted marks of 26 and one was at 25.
Weeping Water Secondary Principal Dr. Tiffanie Welte told board members the juniors were the
third Weeping Water class in a row to score above the state ACT average.
By Brent Hardin
 


Nebraska Examiner: Stockholders sue Costco officials over alleged mistreatment of
chickens grown too big
 
LINCOLN — A lawsuit claims that Costco is in violation of Nebraska and Iowa livestock welfare laws
by breeding chickens that “unnaturally” grow too fast, become so fat they can’t stand up to reach







food or water and end up dying.
Two Costco shareholders filed the lawsuit Monday in Washington State, where Costco is based,
against the company’s top executives and members of its board of directors, which includes
Nebraska native Jeff Raikes.
Some birds are so heavy they cannot stand up after falling on their backs, says the lawsuit, citing a
2021 hidden camera investigation by an animal rights group, Mercy for Animals. The Los Angeles-
based group opposes large-scale, “factory farms.”
Inadequate care
The lawsuit accuses Costco’s executives of violating their fiduciary duty by providing inadequate
“individualized” veterinary care for chickens raised in Nebraska and Iowa through a subsidiary,
Lincoln Premium Poultry. It was formed in 2015 to produce chickens for Costco’s trademark $4.99
rotisserie chicken.
“Once lauded as an innovative warehouse club, Costco today represents a grim existence for animals
in Nebraska who are warehoused in inescapable misery,” said Alene Anello, president of Legal
Impact for Chickens. It is a San Fransisco-based animal welfare group that represents the two
shareholders who filed suit, Krystil Smith and Tyler Lobdell.
A Lincoln Premium Poultry official referred the Examiner to Costco officials, who did not respond
immediately Tuesday to messages seeking comment.
But in response to criticism in 2021 by Mercy for Animals, Costco issued a statement, saying the
company and Lincoln Premium Poultry are both “committed to maintaining the highest standards of
animal welfare, humane processes and ethical conduct throughout the supply chain.” 
Audits ensure high standards
Independent audits, the statement said, are regularly conducted to ensure that growers, truckers
and others involved are complying.
Officials with the Nebraska and Iowa Departments of Agriculture also did not immediately respond
to questions about whether Costco had ever been cited for violating livestock welfare laws in those
states.
Costco opened a $450-million chicken processing facility in Fremont in 2019, and 120 contract
growers were hired to raise chickens that are bred, hatched and distributed by Lincoln Premium
Poultry.
The Fremont facility processes about 2 million chickens a week. The company has said it supplies
nearly half of the chain’s total rotisserie chickens.
‘White striping’
The lawsuit claims that Costco growers often didn’t have any prior experience in growing chickens,
that the chickens are grown in “crowded” and “filthy” barns holding up to 45,000 birds, and that
almost all have a condition known as “white striping,” in which fibrous fat replaces muscle. 
Lincoln Premium Poultry officials have said that 4% to 5% of its chickens die during the growing
process but said some mortality is to be expected in all livestock operations.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Research team to provide update on AltEn study
 
The research team investigating the human health and environmental impacts of the AltEn ethanol
plant near Mead will share an update of their ongoing study on Thursday evening.
The presentation featuring researchers from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the University of







Nebraska Medical Center, will be at the Mead Fire Hall at 7 p.m.
The meeting is open to the public and will include a question-and-answer session and general
discussion of the 2021 sampling.
AltEn, which used pesticide-treated seeds to produce ethanol, creating toxic solid and liquid waste
products along the way, was ordered to shut down in February 2021 for violating numerous state
environmental regulations.
Faculty from UNL, UNMC and Creighton University then launched a wide-ranging research project to
study the movement of pesticides through the environment, as well as the chemicals' effects on
humans, animals and pollinators.
Environmental sampling started in the spring of 2021, while a survey of perceived health effects
from 1,000 individuals living near the defunct plant was closed in May.
Dr. Eleanor Rogan, interim chair of the Department of Health Promotion in UNMC's College of Public
Health, said the research team is still analyzing the results of the survey.
UNMC will also look for the presence of pesticides and toxic compounds in the blood or urine of
individuals who wish to provide samples.
The study got a boost from the Legislature in April when it approved an amendment from Sen. Carol
Blood of Bellevue appropriating $1 million in American Rescue Plan Act funds to continue the study
through 2022.
Members of the research team who will present their findings and lead a discussion about their
results include Rogan; Ali Khan, dean of UNMC's College of Public Health; Jesse Bell, director of the
Water, Climate and Health Program; Shannon Bartelt-Hunt, department chair of civil and
environmental engineering at UNL; Liz Van Wormer, coordinator of the One Health program at UNL;
and Judy Wu-Smart, extension and research entomologist at UNL.
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Herbster's lawyers resist deposition in Slama lawsuit at court hearing
 
BEATRICE — Charles W. Herbster’s legal team continued to resist a requested deposition Tuesday in
the first court hearing of a dueling legal battle between Herbster and State Sen. Julie Slama.
The hearing, held at the Gage County courthouse in Beatrice, saw Johnson County District Judge Rick
Schreiner consider five motions in the case. Schreiner made decisions on two motions, while three
are still up in the air. Slama was present at the hearing, while Herbster did not attend.
Herbster filed a defamation lawsuit against the Dunbar senator in April after the Nebraska Examiner
reported allegations from eight women who said Herbster — a Republican mega-donor and then-
candidate for governor — had groped them in recent years. Slama was the only named accuser at
the time.
Slama, a Republican state lawmaker, confirmed the account detailed in the April 14 Examiner story,
which reported that Herbster reached up Slama’s dress without her consent and touched her
inappropriately at the Douglas County Republican Party’s 2019 Elephant Remembers dinner.
Slama answered Herbster’s lawsuit quickly and filed a counterclaim alleging sexual battery. Slama
had given notice to depose Herbster on May 6, but Herbster opted not to attend.
His legal team filed a motion to quash the deposition notice and seek a protective order that would
limit his deposition to “scheduling at a mutually convenient time.” It alleged the other side was
playing politics by scheduling the deposition just ahead of the May 10 primary, which Herbster
subsequently lost to Jim Pillen.
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At the hearing, Schreiner asked Herbster’s attorney Theodore Boecker if Herbster would be able to
attend a deposition now that the primary is over. Boecker did not answer the question directly, and
instead criticized Slama’s legal team’s estimate that a deposition would take two days.
Though Herbster’s team denied that the alleged groping incident even occurred, Boecker pointed
out that if it did, the incident would have only lasted seconds, which he argued was not worthy of a
two-day deposition.
Marnie Jensen, one of Slama’s attorneys, argued that the motion to quash the deposition was moot
because Herbster didn’t attend. Jensen encouraged Schreiner to either deny the motion or set it
aside.
Schreiner overruled the motion from Herbster’s legal team, but a new deposition was not scheduled
at the hearing.
Jensen said Slama’s team may seek sanctions against Herbster because of his absence at the May 6
deposition.
Schreiner heard arguments but ultimately held off on a decision regarding a separate motion seeking
a protective order against Slama and her legal team for, in the words of Herbster’s attorneys,
attempting to try the case in the press.
Boecker said Herbster’s legal team does not make statements to the press. He said involving the
press in legal cases can be problematic, because it puts lawyers in the position of witnesses.
Jensen, however, argued that people on both sides of the case, including Herbster and Slama, have
made public statements about the case. She said Slama is a public figure as a Nebraska lawmaker,
which makes working with the press a necessity.
The hearing also addressed new evidence Herbster’s team submitted, which Schreiner is still
considering. The evidence included copies of online documents, including a tweet from Slama that
showed the dress she wore when she was allegedly groped by Herbster, and emails and press
releases from Dave Lopez, another one of Slama’s lawyers, about the incident.
Boecker said the evidence shows Slama and Lopez describing the incident as a sexual assault, which
he claimed is defamatory language that is more extreme than the groping allegations.
“It’s gone beyond groping,” Boecker said.
Lopez argued that they have no way to authenticate the accuracy of the documents, and alleged
some of them were altered. He said the new evidence is a “grossly inappropriate” effort by Herbster
to get in the way of Slama’s choice of legal counsel.
Boecker responded by saying Lopez could have avoided having his words submitted as evidence by
not issuing press releases.
The two legal teams also discussed multiple subpoena requests made by both sides during a private
meeting supervised by Schreiner. Both sides have also issued objections to the other’s subpoenas.
Though Lopez said “substantial progress” was made in this meeting, the issue has not been resolved.
Lopez said both legal teams will continue to discuss possible subpoenas over the next few days.
Slama’s team has moved to subpoena documents from several people affiliated with Herbster:
Kellyanne Conway, Corey Lewandowski, David Bossie, Emily Novotny, Ellen Keast and Michelle
Keithley. Herbster’s lawyers filed documents in May showing their intent to subpoena a long list of
documents and communications.
By Erin Bamer
 


OWH: CHI Health says cybersecurity breach may have exposed some patients' data
 







CHI Health is notifying patients that one of its vendors had a “cybersecurity event” that may have
exposed some patients’ protected health information.
The data involved includes names, Social Security numbers, medical codes, addresses, phone
numbers, email addresses dates of birth and gender.
The vendor, MCG Health LLC, determined on March 25 that an unauthorized party had previously
obtained personal information that matched data stored on MCG’s systems, CHI Health officials said
in a press release.
MCG, a Seattle-based technology company, provides patient care guidelines to health care providers
and health plans across the United States, including CHI Health.
CHI Health hospitals in Omaha include Creighton University Medical Center-Bergan Mercy,
Immanuel Medical Center and Lakeside Hospital.
The company notified CHI Health officials on April 22 that some of its patients’ data may have been
involved. CHI Health officials said in their statement that they were hopeful at first that their
patients’ information had not been accessed or disclosed. However, the health system determined
May 11 that “there is a likelihood that the protected health information of some of our patients may
have been compromised.”
No information was available indicating how many CHI patients may have been affected. A CHI
Health official referred questions to MCG, which could not be reached immediately Tuesday for
comment.
MCG did not specify in a June 10 notice of the event on its website how many of its customers may
have been impacted. The Sioux Falls Argus Leader reported Monday that the information of about
700 patients of Avera McKennan Hospital and University Health Center had been accessed by an
unauthorized party.
CHI Health officials said that MCG will notify affected patients by letter on the health system’s
behalf.
MCG, according to the release, has retained a forensic investigation firm to assist and also is
coordinating with the FBI.
While the exact nature of the event was not specified, data breaches and cyberattacks targeting
health systems have increased in the past several years. The U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services tallied 618 breaches and attacks affecting at least 500 people in 2021.
In 2020, an investigation found that an unauthorized party gained access to Nebraska Medicine’s
and UNMC’s shared network. The party deployed malicious software, or malware, and acquired
copies of some patient and employee information held on the systems. While the data of thousands
of people may have been involved, an investigation found no evidence that individuals’ personal
information had been used to commit fraud or identity theft as a result of the incident.
MCG is offering affected CHI Health patients identity protection and credit monitoring services for
two years at no cost. The company also has set up a call center to answer questions related to the
event. The call center is available at 866-475-7221 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Additional information is available on
MCG’s website, mcg.com. Look for “Notice About Patient and Member Data.”
CHI Health officials encouraged patients to review account statements and monitor free credit
reports. Americans are entitled under federal law to one free credit report a year from each of the
three nationwide consumer reporting agencies. To order a report,
visit www.annualcreditreport.com or call toll-free 877-322-8228.
By Julie Anderson
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OWH: Weather researchers crisscross Nebraska, Great Plains, studying storms
 
Somewhere in the 100- to 200-square-mile swirling mass of atmosphere that forms a supercell
storm are cantankerous streams of air that scientists believe could be the reason a storm spins out a
tornado.
Scientists believe what they are seeking could be as “small” as a milelong stream of air in the lowest
half-mile of the storm’s 10- to 15-mile height — the proverbial needle in a haystack.
Those regions of the storm may be sharply colder or barely colder than the air around it, or may be
where the wind shifts abruptly. (Keep in mind that storm systems are chaotic, with winds spinning
vertically and horizontally, and temperature and moisture content varying widely.)
Scientists aren’t certain why one storm generates a tornado and another doesn’t. The only way to
find out is to blanket a given storm with as much weather-sensing equipment as possible — a costly,
time-consuming effort that involves no small degree of luck.
That has been the catalyst for a $3.2 million federally funded field study led by the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. Dubbed TORUS, for Targeted Observation by Radars and UAS (drones) of
Supercells, the study includes about 50 researchers from the federal government and academia.
Their nomadic work takes them wherever the storms are breaking across 367,000 square miles of
the Great Plains, from North Dakota to Texas and from Iowa to Wyoming and Colorado.
Recently, weather researchers chased super cell storms across Nebraska.
“The main objective of TORUS is to better understand super cell thunderstorms, the ones that
produce the biggest hail, the strongest tornadoes,” said Adam Houston, the lead investigator and a
professor of atmospheric sciences at UNL. “To better predict tornadoes, we need to understand
them. Hopefully, this will lead to forecasts with enough lead time and accuracy that we can protect
lives and to some extent property.”
The effort utilizes an array of equipment, including eight trucks equipped with weather-sensing
equipment, with some deploying radar and others, LIDAR (pulses of light), drones, a NOAA hurricane
airplane and weather balloons.
In spring 2019, the field study deployed drones and it was the most ambitious drone-based study of
storms undertaken to date, according to UNL. Teams traveled 9,000 miles across five states this
summer during that field study, according to UNL.
This year, in place of drones, it is using party-sized helium balloons that send aloft Styrofoam cups
containing small weather sensors.
Funding comes from the National Science Foundation and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.
Mike Coniglio, research meteorologist with the NOAA’s National Severe Storms Laboratory, said
these types of sophisticated field studies are essential to dissecting storms because traditional
weather sensors, such as stationary National Weather Service radars, are limited in how often they
can take measurements and what they can see.
“The features we are looking for are difficult to observe,” he said.
Once scientists learn what triggers a tornado, they will hunt for proxies in the larger environment of
the storm that will enable them to make forecasts. Proxies are needed, he said, because
meteorologists can’t chase and monitor every single storm in such fine detail.
The Great Plains are an ideal place to study tornadoes because the open horizon allows scientists to
see at greater distances, which means they are safer while storm chasing. Data gathered from these







studies is run through supercomputers for analysis.
Findings from the 2019 field surveys are expected soon, while results from this year’s research will
be released in a couple of years.
Coniglio said the overall science of understanding storms has moved beyond its infancy, “but we
certainly have a lot more detail to learn about what is happening inside these storms.”
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Focus on the person
 
Governor Pete Ricketts was recently asked about whether an 18-year-old should be allowed to buy
an AR-15 rifle. His response was, “Absolutely, yes ... We ought not to focus on the gun, but on the
person pulling the trigger.” Absolutely, Governor, let’s focus on the person. At Uvalde, the person
pulling the trigger was an 18-year-old kid. He’s not old enough to buy cigarettes, alcohol or lottery
tickets, but you’re OK with him buying an assault rifle? How does that make sense?
Charles Pille, Lincoln
 


LJS Editorial, 6/15: A chance for compromise and real leadership
 
At this sad point in our political discourse, there is almost certainly no more courageous stand than
trying to strike a compromise with lawmakers from the opposing party.
And there is nothing more necessary to restore our nation to greatness.
In that vein, it's time for lawmakers of all ideologies to come to come together to do something
about gun safety or gun control or whatever partisan label one wishes to apply.
It's certainly the last thing Rep. Don Bacon meant, but maybe the Omaha congressman, unwittingly,
offered one reasonable idea.
“I oppose raising the age of purchase because this country trusts young adults at the age of 18 to
vote and to serve in the military protecting our country,” Bacon said in a press release, employing a
common argument to explain his vote against raising the age limit for purchasing a semi-automatic
rifle. “So why aren’t they considered mature enough to purchase a gun?.”
Well, if an 18-year-old wants to get his or her hands on a semi-automatic weapon, let them enlist in
the military. Not every 18-year-old would be judged fit to serve. Perhaps someone judged unfit for
military service ought not have a semi-automatic weapon until they are 21.
An 18-year-old qualified to serve in the military will be trained in the proper use of such a weapon,
and, indeed, as Bacon said, could be trusted.
A trained 18-year-old can drive a tank, but that same 18-year-old can't rent a 2021 Ford Escape at
the airport. An 18-year-old can be stationed overseas, sleeping in hostile territory. That same 18-
year-old can't rent a motel room in most states. If we trust 18-year-olds with weapons, why don’t we
trust them with beer and cigarettes? Maybe it's because they still have some growing up to do.
There are still plenty of guns an 18-year-old could buy. But tying ownership of a semi-automatic
weapon to military service for people ages 18 to 21 seems like a very reasonable compromise.
A bipartisan group of U.S. senators (neither Ben Sasse nor Deb Fischer listed among them)
announced an agreement Sunday that would encourage states to adopt "red flag" laws that allow
interested parties to petition a court to removed guns from a person deemed to present a danger to
themselves or others. It would also enhance background checks for gun buyers under 21. 
More ambitious firearms legislation passed in the Democratically-controlled House faced certain







defeat, so a Senate compromise means that if lawmakers are serious, at least something will
happen.
But there is no crisis in this nation that can't be spun to help one party and hurt the other. Until we
get to a place where lawmakers are working for the good of all, not just their donors and the support
of their partisan kingmakers, there will be no compromise. And people will keep dying.
To be clear, both parties seem keen to avoid what they perceive as weakness in giving up something
to get something.
Right now, someone needs to lead without regard for party or even popularity. Passing something --
anything -- would make our communities safer. And it would be an even bigger win for a nation in
need of finding some common ground.
 


LJS Local View: University system building workforce, brighter future
 
This spring we celebrated 7,200 new graduates of the University of Nebraska – new Husker,
Maverick, Loper and UNMC alumni who are future leaders of our state.
It’s one of my favorite times of year. Commencement brings to life the fundamental reason why
public higher education exists: To create opportunities for students to build a better future for
themselves and the world around them.
Each graduating class of the University of Nebraska transforms our state in ways that are impossible
to quantify. These students go on to become the next generation of teachers, health care
professionals, agricultural leaders, entrepreneurs and engineers. They not only fill today’s job
openings, they create jobs that don’t even exist yet – high-skill, high-wage positions that propel
Nebraska forward.
They grow our tax base, injecting millions into the economy every year. College graduates contribute
to strong communities through high rates of volunteering and public service.
And University of Nebraska graduates, having learned from the best in their fields in classrooms and
labs across our campuses, are uniquely positioned to solve some of the biggest challenges of our
time: treating cancer and other devastating diseases, producing enough food to feed the world,
protecting our national security.
No other entity, in fact, impacts Nebraska’s economy and workforce quite like the University of
Nebraska. With more than 50,000 students, world-class faculty and a vibrant research enterprise
that affects everything from the food you eat to the health care you receive, the scope and scale of
the university’s work is significant and far-reaching.
While the chancellors and I are immensely proud of the university’s impact on Nebraska’s economic
development, we also know we can’t simply keep doing “business as usual.”
It’s time to do more – create more opportunities for students, form more partnerships with local
businesses, offer more internships that will lead to great-paying jobs right here in the state.
Nebraska’s workforce needs are too urgent for its public university not to be leaning in aggressively
on economic development. In survey after survey, the clarion call from business leaders is that
workforce is their No. 1 challenge. We can all be proud that Nebraska’s economy has been more
resilient than most through COVID-19, but to truly grow and compete, we need more workforce.
That includes college graduates who can fill crucial shortages in fields like healthcare, IT and
teaching. And it will require us to retain talented Nebraskans as well as make our state the
destination of choice for people looking for a great place to live, work and raise their families.
Our challenge is clear, but Nebraskans know what it means to have a bias for action. As a university,







we understand the time to act is now.
That’s why, as we began updating the University of Nebraska System’s strategic plan, one the first
items on our list was a goal for every University of Nebraska student to have an internship or other
experiential learning opportunity.
It’s why we’ve launched new programs like UNO’s Career Connect, a collaboration with local
businesses to provide unprecedented access to paid internships for UNO students. It’s why UNL’s
Institute for Agriculture and Natural Resources just sent 26 students across the state for 10-week
internships focused on rural community growth. It’s why UNK has formed a new partnership with
Central Community College ensuring a seamless transition from an associate’s degree to a bachelor’s
degree for students in a variety of business fields.
It’s why we’re exploring new strategies to make it easier for working professionals to earn
credentials that can advance their careers, and to help the 300,000-plus Nebraskans who have
earned some college credits complete their degree. And it’s why we are joining with elected leaders
and education colleagues in pursuit of a bold new goal for 70% of 25- to 34-year-old Nebraskans to
hold post-secondary credentials.
None of us can do this alone, after all. Workforce development is a statewide challenge – and a
national competition. With our shared bold vision for economic growth, I believe Nebraskans will
compete to win.
Ted Carter is president of the University of Nebraska system.
 


AP: Biden tells oil refiners: Produce more gas, fewer profits
 
President Joe Biden on Wednesday called on U.S. oil refiners to produce more gasoline and diesel,
saying their profits have tripled during a time of war between Russia and Ukraine as Americans
struggle with record high prices at the pump.
“The crunch that families are facing deserves immediate action,” Biden wrote in the draft of a letter
to oil refiners obtained by The Associated Press. “Your companies need to work with my
Administration to bring forward concrete, near-term solutions that address the crisis.”
Gas prices nationwide are averaging roughly $5 a gallon, an economic burden for many Americans
and a political threat for the president's fellow Democrats going into the midterm elections. Broader
inflation began to rise last year as the U.S. economy recovered from the coronavirus pandemic, but
it accelerated in recent months as energy and food prices climbed after Russia invaded Ukraine in
February and disrupted global commodity markets.
The government reported on Friday that consumer prices had jumped 8.6% from a year ago, the
worst increase in more than 40 years.
The draft letter notes that gas prices were averaging $4.25 a gallon when oil was last near the
current price of $120 a barrel in March. That 75-cent difference in average gas prices in a matter of
just a few months reflects both a shortage of refinery capacity and profits that “are currently at their
highest levels ever recorded," the letter states.
As Biden sees it, refineries are capitalizing on the uncertainties caused by “a time of war.” His
message that corporate greed is contributing to higher prices has been controversial among many
economists, yet the claim may have some resonance with voters.
Some liberal lawmakers have proposed cracking down on corporate profits amid the higher inflation.
Sen. Bernie Sanders, a Vermont independent, in March proposed a 95% tax on profits in excess of
companies' pre-pandemic averages.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Fhub%2Foil-and-gas-industry&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C532e69f37b4b4847301f08da4ed1c639%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637908960170707942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=46zcKhIqPEVTfQn9ucgtCGJUb9pUlf41hSYgYUfiWA8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Fhub%2Frussia-ukraine&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C532e69f37b4b4847301f08da4ed1c639%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637908960170707942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7ahrHDMlzqdgJFIQprSFRsRWMlorNjf876ZakBkJXYg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Funited-states-business-fdcf2e9fbb835cd9bc3886b8dc4a7bc0&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C532e69f37b4b4847301f08da4ed1c639%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637908960170707942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nuU77TM9Ej73VF5BuivF58rKHDmgxzWIVgaki80nP6Q%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Fhub%2F2022-midterm-elections&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C532e69f37b4b4847301f08da4ed1c639%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637908960170707942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sz%2FM8z1ZEFr22f4IezgDo%2F%2F2Bpgbzj%2FHtn4OCiFoAKY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fkey-inflation-report-highest-level-in-four-decades-c0248c5b5705cd1523d3dab3771983b4&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C532e69f37b4b4847301f08da4ed1c639%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637908960170707942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uw9Iu7tv0yLmpAHCVbh3SoMbHtGkJKQwLeReCffmqXk%3D&reserved=0





The president has harshly criticized what he views as profiteering amid a global crisis that could
potentially push Europe and other parts of the world into a recession, saying after a speech
Friday that ExxonMobil “made more money than God this year.” ExxonMobil responded by saying it
has already informed the administration of its planned investments to increase oil production and
refining capacity.
“There is no question that (Russian President) Vladimir Putin is principally responsible for the intense
financial pain the American people and their families are bearing,” Biden's draft letter says. “But
amid a war that has raised gasoline prices more than $1.70 per gallon, historically high refinery profit
margins are worsening that pain.”
The letter says the administration is ready to “use all reasonable and appropriate Federal
Government tools and emergency authorities to increase refinery capacity and output in the near
term, and to ensure that every region of this country is appropriately supplied." It notes that Biden
has already released oil from the U.S. strategic reserve and increased ethanol blending standards,
though neither action put a lasting downward pressure on prices.
The president is sending the letter to Marathon Petroleum, Valero Energy, ExxonMobil, Phillips 66,
Chevron, BP and Shell.
He also has directed Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm to convene an emergency meeting and
consult with the National Petroleum Council, a federal advisory group that is drawn from the energy
sector.
Biden is asking each company to explain to Granholm any drop in refining capacity since 2020, when
the pandemic began. He also wants the companies to provide “any concrete ideas that would
address the immediate inventory, price, and refining capacity issues in the coming months --
including transportation measures to get refined product to market.”
There may be limits on how much more capacity can be added. The U.S. Energy Information
Administration on Friday released estimates that “refinery utilization will reach a monthly average
level of 96% twice this summer, near the upper limits of what refiners can consistently maintain.”
The draft letter notes that roughly 3 million barrels a day of refining capacity around the world have
gone offline since the pandemic began. In the U.S., refining capacity fell by more than 800,000
barrels a day in 2020.
 


AP: Biden focuses on workers as high inflation remains a risk
 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — President Joe Biden told the largest federation of labor unions on Tuesday
that he's working to rebuild the U.S. economy around workers, an attempt to draw a contrast with
Republicans who have increasingly attracted blue-collar votes.
“We should encourage unions,” Biden said. “I’m not just saying that to be pro-union. I’m saying it
because I’m pro-American.”
The speech before the AFL-CIO convention in Philadelphia was the president's attempt to reset the
terms of the debate on the economy as the president's own approval ratings have slid
while consumer prices and the cost of gasoline have surged.
Inflation at a more than 40-year high has caused voters to sour on the economy, despite a recovery
after the pandemic-induced downturn that has led to robust hiring and a healthy 3.6%
unemployment rate. The president on Tuesday tried to remind his audience of the food lines and
layoffs during the coronavirus pandemic that preceded his presidency, contrasting that with the
improvements in household balance sheets under his watch.
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But even as the economy has quickly amassed jobs, inflation has left many workers feeling worse off
as wages have not kept up with the costs of living. The Labor Department said Friday that average
hourly earnings, after adjusting for inflation, have fallen 3% over the past year.
Inflation has left Biden and Democrats' control of the House and Senate vulnerable in the upcoming
midterm elections. Republican lawmakers have blamed the president's $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief
package for causing inflation to start rising last year. GOP lawmakers also say the Biden
administration has been too restrictive on domestic oil production.
“Working families’ budgets took a back seat to the far-left’s wish list," Senate Republican Leader
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky said in a Monday speech.
Biden says the GOP is focused on cutting taxes for companies and the wealthy. Republicans argue
that their 2017 tax overhaul created a firmer base for growth by reducing corporate tax rates,
making U.S. companies more competitive. They say enabling companies and individuals to hold on to
more of what they earn will boost growth, while Biden counters that laws enabling unionization and
boosting child care benefits for families will lead to growth through a stronger middle class.
Biden has tried to take specific aim at a proposal by Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., that suggests all
Americans should owe federal income taxes. Many Republican lawmakers have either disowned the
proposal or offered caveats, since tax credits are a means of financial support for poorer and middle
class U.S. families.
“Republicans have it all backwards: Their plan literally calls for increasing taxes on middle class and
working people and cutting taxes on corporations and wealthy Americans,” Biden said. “I believe in
bipartisanship, but I have no illusions about this Republican Party, the MAGA party.”
The president faces an uphill battle in restoring union membership, which has declined for decades
as it became harder to organize workers and many factory jobs moved away from communities with
a history of unionization. Only 10.3% of U.S. workers belonged to a union last year, down from 20.1%
in 1983, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
The nature of who belongs to unions has also changed over time as nearly half of union members
work for the government. Just 7.7% of manufacturing workers and 12.6% of construction workers
hold a union card, as the movement's blue-collar roots have diversified into white-collar professions.
Despite the decline in unionization, the movement still generates value. Government figures show
that the median unionized worker earns about $10,000 more annually than a worker without a
union.
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			 Houston seeks to be home to Space Command, which will work with new Space Force			Nov 5 2020 07:53PM CT 


			 


			 			Houston seeks to be home to SPACE COMMAND, which will work with new Space Force  The agency that will be in charge of America's military space forces is looking for a permanent home. Could Space City be the place?  The U.S. SPACE COMMAND is responsible for the newly created Space Force, a military service based at the Pentagon that will protect satellites and deter conflict in space. Houston has plenty of credentials, of course: It led moon landings and operates the International Space Station. The region is home to NASA's Johnson Space Center, skilled aerospace workers, two- and four-year colleges preparing a future workforce and a spaceport that's poised for development. Communities in 26 states are chasing the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Winning this bid would bring 1,400 jobs and give the region prime strategic and economic positioning as the U.S. expands its role in space. On HoustonChronicle.com: Early Space Force missions will be less exotic than you're imagining One city, in particular, has a clear advantage. SPACE COMMAND vs. Space Force Are SPACE COMMAND and Space Force the same thing? No. SPACE COMMAND is a combatant command, and Space Force is a military service. What is a military service? The Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Space Force are branches of military service. They're responsible for training people and providing equipment. What is a combatant command? Military services assign forces to the 11 combatant commands - some are responsible for geographic regions such as Africa Command and others are responsible for functional areas such as Cyber Command - that command and control these forces during military operations. SPACE COMMAND is responsible for commanding America's military space forces, including those from the newly created Space Force. Is this the first SPACE COMMAND? No. SPACE COMMAND was first created in 1985. Its responsibilities were rolled into Strategic Command, which largely focuses on nuclear threats, in 2002. President Donald Trump reestablished U.S. SPACE COMMAND in a memorandum to the Secretary of Defense in December 2018, and it was activated as the 11th combatant command on Aug. 29, 2019. When was Space Force created? It became the sixth branch of the armed forces on Dec. 20, 2019, when Trump signed the National Defense Authorization Act. Read More Colorado Springs is the temporary home for the combatant command, pending a permanent site selection and new facilities becoming available, and was its former HEADQUARTERS between 1985 and 2002. The Colorado Springs/Denver area has Air Force bases with experience operating satellites and monitoring missile launches and a wide selection of military contractors. "You know the city to beat? Colorado Springs. They've got it and we need to go in there and take it away from them," said Mario Diaz, director of the Houston Airport System, which led the region's bid. SPACE COMMAND is not Space Force SPACE COMMAND is different from the U.S. Space Force. Space Force is a military service such as the Army, Navy and Air force. Military services are responsible for training people and providing equipment. Military services assign forces to a combatant command, such as Africa Command and Cyber Command, that is responsible for commanding and controlling those forces during military operations. So SPACE COMMAND is responsible for commanding America's military space forces, said Frank Rose, senior fellow for security and strategy at the Brookings Institution. SPACE COMMAND was originally established in 1985, rolled into another command in 2002 and then reactived by President Donald Trump's Administration. The Department of the Air Force is leading the site selection process, and it released an initial shortlist in May 2019. On it was Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station, Peterson Air Force Base and Schriever Air Force Base - all in the immediate Colorado Springs area. Also included was the nearby Buckley Air Force Base LOCATED outside of Denver, and two outliers: Redstone Arsenal in Alabama and Vandenberg Air Force Base in California. But officials took too long compiling this list, said Todd Harrison, director of the Aerospace Security Project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "They didn't move quickly enough when they created U.S. SPACE COMMAND to be clear about where the HEADQUARTERS would be LOCATED, and that actually ended up giving a lot of hope to other cities that they might be in the running. And then it quickly became a politically charged issue," Harrison said. 'Revised approach' So the Department of the Air Force announced a "revised approach" in May 2020 that expanded the number of eligible communities and provided a nomination process. But that expanded process didn't change the fact that Colorado Springs was still the frontrunner, Harrison said. "There may be some of these communities that are putting real money toward their bids when they have a very low probability of success," he said. An Air Force spokeswoman said the original criteria did not consider the impact of setting up the Space Force, which was not yet established in May 2019. The new process considers the organizational structure of the Space Force and analyzes its effects on the people and infrastructure required to support both the Space Force and the SPACE COMMAND, according to a news release. Eligible cities had to be among the top 150 largest Metropolitan Statistical Areas, be within 25 miles of a military base and have a score of at least 50 (out of 100) on the AARP's Livability Index. On HoustonChronicle.com: Local U.S. reps pitch Houston as new home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND Houston meets all of those criteria, a bipartisan group of U.S. representatives wrote in a letter to U.S. Air Force Secretary Barbara Barrett. "SPACE COMMAND. Space City, USA. It's just kind of common sense," U.S. Rep. Pete Olson (R-Sugar Land) told the Chronicle. U.S. Rep. Al Green (D-Houston) said in an email that the city could potentially "add a more diverse pool of applicants to higher ranking positions in SPACE COMMAND. Houston's pitch Houston's consortium proposed the Houston Spaceport, LOCATED at Ellington Airport next to the Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base, as home for U.S. SPACE COMMAND. The Houston Airport System manages and operates the spaceport, which is seeking to attract a cluster of aerospace companies that can invent, develop and manufacture space technologies. There are currently just two tenants (a commercial space company and a college training center) operating from the spaceport, but the Houston Airport System is building roads and other basic power, water and communications infrastructure to help attract future tenants. Susan Davenport, senior vice president of economic development for the Greater Houston Partnership, said it's an ideal spot to build state-of-the-art HEADQUARTERS. "A lot of these bases we're competing with, they have aging infrastructure that was built in the '40s and '50s," she said. The Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base is smaller than other TEXAS bases, but Davenport said Houston's breadth of industries attracts a lot of former and retired military personnel. There were 302,000 veterans in the nine-county Houston area in 2019. Houston's biggest asset is its talent base, Davenport said. The Houston area is home to NASA's Johnson Space Center, the aerospace companies that support it and more than 350,000 millennials with a bachelor's degree or higher. And while the city just squeaked by with its AARP Livability Index - Houston scored 50, the lowest acceptable score to be considered, though Colorado Springs only scored 53 and AARP said the highest ranking city among communities with more than 500,000 people is San Francisco with a score of 64.  Diaz with the Houston Airport System touted the city's two international airports that make travel easy, affordable housing compared with other large cities, wide variety of restaurants and 380 developed city parks. Is it enough? Analysts outside of Houston said it likely won't be enough to win SPACE COMMAND, especially since the Department of Defense isn't expected to see an influx in its budget to support expensive new HEADQUARTERS. "I think there are strong arguments from a personnel perspective, from an operational perspective and from a cost perspective to maintain SPACE COMMAND from Colorado," said Rose with Brookings Institution. Bob Mitchell, president of the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership, which was a key partner in developing Houston's bid, said he recognizes that Houston is unlikely to get the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Yet he believes the HEADQUARTERS will need support from smaller facilities around the U.S., and he hopes this bidding process highlights Houston as an ideal spot for one of those facilities - potentially a facility that helps control military satellites orbiting the Earth. On HoustonChronicle.com: International Space Station: an orbiting home and lab for two decades "We've been in command and control of the International Space Station for 20 years now," Mitchell said. "We have people who are the world's experts at it. Why go somewhere else and reinvent the wheel?" Rose said military space has historically been more concentrated in Colorado or California. TEXAS is known for civil space. And there could be diplomatic ramifications if both civil space and military space were operated out of Houston, Harrison said. "It could send a bad message that we are militarizing our civil space programs," he said. Being separate from military space has been very important to NASA's success in partnering with other countries on science missions. And while U.S. Rep. Jim Cooper (D-Nashville), chair of the Subcommittee on Strategic Forces counts TEXAS among the states qualified to bid for SPACE COMMAND, he said selecting new HEADQUARTERS needs to consider costs and not waste money. "The Air Force made a strategic error in opening up the competition to all the states. This is rocket science. 
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			 Houston seeks to be home to Space Command, which will work with new Space Force			Nov 5 2020 07:58PM CT 


			 


			 			Houston seeks to be home to SPACE COMMAND, which will work with new Space Force  By Andrea Leinfelder Published 1:49 pm CST, Thursday, November 5, 2020  U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kiara Kashner, right, and U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Michael Bernacchi, cut a cake in honor of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND'S first birthday Aug. 28, 2020, at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. The agency that will be in charge of America's military space forces is looking for a permanent home. Could Space City be the place? The U.S. SPACE COMMAND is responsible for the newly created Space Force, a military service based at the Pentagon that will protect satellites and deter conflict in space. Houston has plenty of credentials, of course: It led moon landings and operates the International Space Station. The region is home to NASA's Johnson Space Center, skilled aerospace workers, two- and four-year colleges preparing a future workforce and a spaceport that's poised for development. Communities in 26 states are chasing the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Winning this bid would bring 1,400 jobs and give the region prime strategic and economic positioning as the U.S. expands its role in space. One city, in particular, has a clear advantage. Colorado Springs is the temporary home for the combatant command, pending a permanent site selection and new facilities becoming available, and was its former HEADQUARTERS between 1985 and 2002. The Colorado Springs/Denver area has Air Force bases with experience operating satellites and monitoring missile launches and a wide selection of military contractors. "You know the city to beat? Colorado Springs. They've got it and we need to go in there and take it away from them," said Mario Diaz, director of the Houston Airport System, which led the region's bid. SPACE COMMAND is not Space Force SPACE COMMAND is different from the U.S. Space Force. Space Force is a military service such as the Army, Navy and Air force. Military services are responsible for training people and providing equipment. Military services assign forces to a combatant command, such as Africa Command and Cyber Command, that is responsible for commanding and controlling those forces during military operations. So SPACE COMMAND is responsible for commanding America's military space forces, said Frank Rose, senior fellow for security and strategy at the Brookings Institution. SPACE COMMAND was originally established in 1985, rolled into another command in 2002 and then reactived by President Donald Trump's Administration. The Department of the Air Force is leading the site selection process, and it released an initial shortlist in May 2019. On it was Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station, Peterson Air Force Base and Schriever Air Force Base - all in the immediate Colorado Springs area. Also included was the nearby Buckley Air Force Base LOCATED outside of Denver, and two outliers: Redstone Arsenal in Alabama and Vandenberg Air Force Base in California. But officials took too long compiling this list, said Todd Harrison, director of the Aerospace Security Project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "They didn't move quickly enough when they created U.S. SPACE COMMAND to be clear about where the HEADQUARTERS would be LOCATED, and that actually ended up giving a lot of hope to other cities that they might be in the running. And then it quickly became a politically charged issue," Harrison said. 'Revised approach' So the Department of the Air Force announced a "revised approach" in May 2020 that expanded the number of eligible communities and provided a nomination process. But that expanded process didn't change the fact that Colorado Springs was still the frontrunner, Harrison said. "There may be some of these communities that are putting real money toward their bids when they have a very low probability of success," he said. An Air Force spokeswoman said the original criteria did not consider the impact of setting up the Space Force, which was not yet established in May 2019. The new process considers the organizational structure of the Space Force and analyzes its effects on the people and infrastructure required to support both the Space Force and the SPACE COMMAND, according to a news release. Eligible cities had to be among the top 150 largest Metropolitan Statistical Areas, be within 25 miles of a military base and have a score of at least 50 (out of 100) on theAARP's Livability Index. Houston meets all of those criteria, a bipartisan group of U.S. representatives wrote in a letter to U.S. Air Force Secretary Barbara Barrett. "SPACE COMMAND. Space City, USA. It's just kind of common sense," U.S. Rep. Pete Olson (R-Sugar Land) told the Chronicle. U.S. Rep. Al Green (D-Houston) said in an email that the city could potentially "add a more diverse pool of applicants to higher ranking positions in SPACE COMMAND. Houston's pitch Houston's consortium proposed the Houston Spaceport, LOCATED at Ellington Airport next to the Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base, as home for U.S. SPACE COMMAND. The Houston Airport System manages and operates the spaceport, which is seeking to attract a cluster of aerospace companies that can invent, develop and manufacture space technologies. There are currently just two tenants (a commercial space company and a college training center) operating from the spaceport, but the Houston Airport System is building roads and other basic power, water and communications infrastructure to help attract future tenants. Susan Davenport, senior vice president of economic development for the Greater Houston Partnership, said it's an ideal spot to build state-of-the-art HEADQUARTERS. "A lot of these bases we're competing with, they have aging infrastructure that was built in the '40s and '50s," she said. The Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base issmaller than other TEXAS bases, but Davenport said Houston's breadth of industries attracts a lot of former and retired military personnel. There were 302,000 veterans in the nine-county Houston area in 2019. Houston's biggest asset is its talent base, Davenport said. The Houston area is home to NASA's Johnson Space Center, the aerospace companies that support it and more than 350,000 millennials with a bachelor's degree or higher. And while the city just squeaked by with its AARP Livability Index - Houston scored 50, the lowest acceptable score to be considered, though Colorado Springs only scored 53 and AARP said the highest ranking city among communities with more than 500,000 people is San Francisco with a score of 64.  Diaz with the Houston Airport System touted the city's two international airports that make travel easy, affordable housing compared with other large cities, wide variety of restaurants and 380 developed city parks. Is it enough? Analysts outside of Houston said it likely won't be enough to win SPACE COMMAND, especially since the Department of Defense isn't expected to see an influx in its budget to support expensive new HEADQUARTERS. "I think there are strong arguments from a personnel perspective, from an operational perspective and from a cost perspective to maintain SPACE COMMAND from Colorado," said Rose with Brookings Institution. Bob Mitchell, president of the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership, which was a key partner in developing Houston's bid, said he recognizes that Houston is unlikely to get the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Yet he believes the HEADQUARTERS will need support from smaller facilities around the U.S., and he hopes this bidding process highlights Houston as an ideal spot for one of those facilities - potentially a facility that helps control military satellites orbiting the Earth. "We've been in command and control of the International Space Station for 20 years now," Mitchell said. "We have people who are the world's experts at it. Why go somewhere else and reinvent the wheel?" Rose said military space has historically been more concentrated in Colorado or California. TEXAS is known for civil space. And there could be diplomatic ramifications if both civil space and military space were operated out of Houston, Harrison said. "It could send a bad message that we are militarizing our civil space programs," he said. Being separate from military space has been very important to NASA's success in partnering with other countries on science missions. And while U.S. Rep. Jim Cooper (D-Nashville), chair of the Subcommittee on Strategic Forces counts TEXAS among the states qualified to bid for SPACE COMMAND, he said selecting new HEADQUARTERS needs to consider costs and not waste money. "The Air Force made a strategic error in opening up the competition to all the states. This is rocket science. 
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			 Florida named finalist for US Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:46PM CT 


			 


			 			Florida named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  Patrick Air Force Base in Brevard County is one of six finalists for the HEADQUARTERS of the military's space operations.  The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and Florida wasn't on the list. But the Air Force restarted the selection process because of complaints that it hadn't been transparent enough. "It was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded," U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said in a phone interview. "Florida was out of it. I mean, we were done." But with the new look at sites to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, Florida is now in the running. The presence of NASA, private space companies like SpaceX and Blue Origin, universities that focus on engineering, the military presence in central Florida and the Cape Canaveral launch pads will make Florida competitive, Waltz said. "It's just a no-brainer for Florida to be in the final consideration," said Waltz, a Republican who is on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees. "Space is in our DNA. It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." The other locations on the final list are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. About 60 locations in 24 states were being considered for the HEADQUARTERS, according to Waltz and the Air Force. Officials will visit each of the six finalist sites and make a decision on where the HEADQUARTERS will be in mid-January, Waltz said. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, in a statement sent by text from a spokesman, said, "Florida remains the world's premiere gateway to space, and with our state's long history of supporting our nation's efforts in space, Florida provides the perfect location for this new HEADQUARTERS. Author: Brendan Farrington
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			 Houston not a finalist for the U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:18PM CT 


			 


			 			Houston not a finalist for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  The entrance sign of the Houston Spaceport is being installed by workers, Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020, in Houston. Photo: Marie D. De Jesus, Houston Chronicle / Staff photographer  Houston was not selected as a finalist being considered for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. San Antonio, however, did make the cut. More on Houston's bid: Houston seeks to be home to SPACE COMMAND, which will work with new Space Force SPACE COMMAND directs military forces as they move beyond the purview of gravity: operating and protecting satellites and working to deter conflict in space. It is different from the U.S. Space Force, which became the sixth branch of the military on Dec. 20, 2019, when President Donald Trump signed the National Defense Authorization Act. Space Force is a military service such as the Army, Navy and Air Force. Military services are responsible for training people and providing equipment. Military services assign forces to a combatant command, such as Africa Command and Cyber Command, that is responsible for commanding and controlling those forces during military operations. So SPACE COMMAND is responsible for commanding America's military space forces, said Frank Rose, senior fellow for security and strategy at the Brookings Institution. The locations being considered for SPACE COMMAND are: Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama. Houston had proposed using the Houston Spaceport at Ellington Airport as home to SPACE COMMAND.  Author: Andrea Leinfelder
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			 KPRC Channel 2 News at 10pm			Nov 19 2020 10:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[10:16:12 PM] [0:31]  THANK YOU ROSEANNE, IT'S DOWN TO SIX.  THE AIR FORCE SELECTED SIX LOW LOCATIONS IS HOST US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AND ONE IS IN TEXAS.  PORT SAN ANTONIO, ALSO IS INCLUDED AS WELL AS NEW MEXICO.  AND AN ARMY AIRFIELD IN ALABAMA.  TEXAS SENATOR'S OFFICE SAID AIR FORCE LEADERS WILL WORK WITH THE CITY TO EVALUATE THE LOCATION BEFORE MAKING A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY. 
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			 San Antonio one of six cities named as finalists for US Space Command HQ			Nov 19 2020 10:36PM CT 


			 


			 			San Antonio one of six cities named as finalists for US SPACE COMMAND HQ  The Alamo City beat Houston and Fort Worth in the latest round of considerations.  Volume 90% David Lynch (KENS 5) 4:29 PM CST November 19, 2020 4:30 PM CST November 19, 2020 SAN ANTONIO -Note: The above video is from an Oct. 19 story. The Alamo City has emerged as a finalist in the bid to call itself home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, according to the U.S. Air Force. PORT SAN ANTONIO joins locations in New Mexico, Nebraska, Florida, Colorado and Alabama on the short list. A final selection is expected to be announced early next year after officials with the Department of the Air Force "conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location," which were whittled down from a prior list of communities across 24 states. In a Thursday afternoon statement, Gov. Greg Abbott offered a vote of confidence in reaction to the news, saying, in part, that TEXAS is "enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation." Abbott had previously nominated Houston and Fort Worth, along with San Antonio, as Lone Star State communities equipped to house U.S. SPACE. COMMAND, which is not the same as the Space Force-the newest branch  Author: Ron Nirenberg
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			 Texas Sen. John Cornyn announced San Antonio a finalist for Space Force command 			Nov 19 2020 10:01PM CT 


			 


			 			TEXAS Sen. John Cornyn announced San Antonio a finalist for Space Force command HEADQUARTERS  SAN ANTONIO  TEXAS Sen. John Cornyn announced Thursday that San Antonio has been selected as one of six finalist cities to HOST the U.S. Space Force command HEADQUARTERS.  In August, Cornyn sent a letter to John W. Henderson, the assistant secretary of the U.S. Air Force for installations, to express his support for bringing the Space Force command center to TEXAS. Cornyn issued the following statement Thursday: "Military City, USA is as patriotic a city as they come, with robust defense, education, training, research, and cybersecurity infrastructure at the ready. Texans have already demonstrated outsized success in the military and have led the way in space exploration. San Antonio would be a natural fit for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND to take advantage of the vast resources and skilled workforce we have in the Lone Star State.
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			 Pentagon puts San Antonio on short list in race for Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 09:43PM CT 


			 


			 			Pentagon puts San Antonio on short list in race for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  The Air Force said Thursday that San Antonio had made its short list for cities competing to be the new home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS.  The Alamo City was among six cities on the list. Other locations included Peterson AFB, in Colorado Springs, Colo., Patrick AFB near Cocoa Beach, Fla.Kirtland AFB, in Albuquerque, N.M.Offutt AFB in Omaha, Neb., and Redstone Army Airfield in Huntsville, Ala. San Antonio had floated several sites but the Air Force narrowed them down to PORT SAN ANTONIO, the former Kelly AFB. "On to the next step," Mayor Ron Nirenberg said Thursday afternoon. "It's a process and we're ready and able to make the case that San Antonio ought to be the new home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND. "I'm very grateful that the officials in charge of this process see the promise of San Antonio as a site for the further development of the command and were ready to do everything we need to, to demonstrate San Antonio's worth in this process." Nirenberg earlier this week said the Pentagon. s decision on which cities remained in the hunt was "imminent," with several potential sites in San Antonio as its HEADQUARTERS. The options, he said, were PORT SAN ANTONIO, Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, and the former Brooks AFB, now a commercial development. "I'm not in the heads of the officials that need to make the decision, but I would expect San Antonio's chances are as good or better than any in the country based on the assets, the capabilities and capacities and the political will. "This is not Military City, U.S.A. by name only," he added. Nirenberg joined retired Marine Gen. Juan Ayala and Jenna Saucedo-Herrera in meetings with top Pentagon leaders, the Air Force's chief of staff, Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., among them, to discuss a range of city-military cooperation issues, including a pitch that Antonio should be SPACE COMMAND'S new home. Saucedo-Herrera, president and CEO of the San Antonio Economic Development Foundation, said Air Force leaders were mostly interested in quality-of-life issues for airmen and their families in San Antonio. They also wanted to know more about infrastructure and the state of the city's space industry. "I can affirm that quality of life for the service members who ultimately make San Antonio home is absolutely a consideration as it is for their families and specifically children and spouses, which is why we've done yeoman's work. to ensure that we have robust opportunities for education and for work, military children as well as employment for spouses," Nirenberg said. "This has to be a place where the service members and their families can thrive and in my view there's not a better place in the country for that." Nirenberg said the leaders the delegation spoke with gave no hint of where they were headed in their search. "I wouldn't want to play poker with any of the command staff at the Pentagon," Nirenberg said. "They were all so buttoned-up," Saucedo-Herrera said. "They stuck to their talking points." She said the city's proposal included the port, Brooks and two or three sites within Joint Base San Antonio, but noted, "PORT SAN ANTONIO is the frontrunner." San Antonio already is home to several large commands. They include the Air Education and Training Command at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, and Army North, Army South, and the Army's Installation Management Command, all at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston. Nirenberg said his group got the impression during their visit that new training missions would spring up from the establishment of U.S. Space Force, and that the San Antonio contingent making its case in the Pentagon helped demonstrate the city's capacity to support additional instruction for the command. "There are benefits to us going beyond the specific asks. There are benefits to us being in front of high-level officials in the Pentagon that go beyond us just talking about specific proposals," he said. Parts of the old Kelly, a massive maintenance depot for the C-5A cargo plane and home to 10,000 workers when the 1995 the 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission ordered it to shutter, remain under military control, but 1,900 acres were converted into PORT SAN ANTONIO. The old base, which began in 1917, now has a mission anchored in part on civilian firms working for the military after closing July 13, 2001. The 2005 closure round, called BRAC, ordered the Air Force Medical Operations Agency at Bolling AFB outside Washington to move to Building 171 on PORT SAN ANTONIO after Fort Sam Houston became the home of joint enlisted medicine. The subject of a $100 million renovation, Building 171 saw other military tenants, one of the best known of them the 24th Air Force. The Air Force Services Agency and Air Force Center for Engineering and the Environment, among others, moved into sections of the 452,000-square-foot building after the 2005 BRAC. The port also has such tenants as the Boeing Co., which is home to one of Boeing Corp.'s largest maintenance facilities responsible for servicing Air Force One, as well as a return of the Air Force as the military increasingly relies on computers linked to myriad activities, from network protection to. electronic surveillance. While the conventional wisdom is that Colorado Springs has the best chance at landing SPACE COMMAND, the mayor said San Antonio not only has a lot of military assets but a rich history tied to manned space flight at Brooks, which also opened in 1917. "I mean, if you're talking about capabilities, this is public and private sector organization and institutions that support the mission, it's infrastructure and real estate, it's stable and reliable and redundant energy systems, and it's a community that has demonstrated time and again its willingness and ability to support our defense community.  Sig Christenson covers the military and its impact in the San Antonio and Bexar County area. 
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			 			[10:15:54 PM] [0:30]  THAT'S MAYOR NIRENBERG TELLING US ABOUT PORT SAN ANTONIO POSSIBLY BEING THE FUTURE LOCATION OF THE PHEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  TODAY SENATOR CORNYN ANNOUNCED OUR CITY IS ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO BE THE HOST CITY FOR THE COMMAND FOR TONIGHT NEWS 4, SAN ANTONIO IS AMANDA HENDERSON HAS BEEN TALKING WITH AREA LEADERS AND SPACE EXPERTS THAT WERE BRINGING THE COMMAND TO SAN ANTONIO WOULD MEAN FOR ALL OF US. 
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			 			[6:32:32 PM] [0:25]  IT IS A BIG POSSIBILITY STILL.  PORT SAN ANTONIO HAS BEEN NAMED ONE OF SIX FINALISTS POSSIBLY HOSTING THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  I TALKED TO MAYOR RON NUREMBURG AND HE BELIEVES THAT SAN ANTONIO IS IN A STRONG POSITION IF THIS.  IF IT COMES HERE IT WILL BRING A STRONG MILITARY PRESENCE AND AT LEAST 1,000 NEW JOBS. 
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			 			San Antonio Named Finalist For U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  The City of San Antonio has been selected as a finalist to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. "Military City, USA is as patriotic a city as they come, with robust defense, education, training, research, and cybersecurity infrastructure at the ready," said Sen. Cornyn. "Texans have already demonstrated outsized success in the military and have led the way in space exploration. San Antonio would be a natural fit for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND to take advantage of the vast resources and skilled workforce we have in the Lone Star State." San Antonio is one of six finalists, whittled down from a list of more than 50 competing U.S. cities. The U.S. Air Force will now work with the City of San Antonio to further evaluate the location and expects to make a final decision in January. "The Department of the Air Force will find no better location for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND than PORT SAN ANTONIO. Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, said Governor Greg Abbott. "I strongly urge the Department of the Air Force to choose PORT SAN ANTONIO as the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. The other finalists include Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque, New Mexico; Patrick AFB in Brevard County, Florida; Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Nebraska; Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama; and Colorado Springs. SPACE COMMAND is provisionally HEADQUARTERED at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs for the next six years until the U.S. Air Force establishes a permanent base.
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			 			[10:13:47 PM] [0:34]  HOPE, FOR ANOTHER COVID-19 STIMULUS PACKAGE, SENATE MINORITY LEADER CHUCK SCHUMER SAYS, REPUBLICAN LEADERS HAVE AGREED TO RESTART NEGOTIATIONS ON A NEW BILL.  HOME PRICES ARE STILL RISING IN CENTRAL TEXAS.  ACCORDING TO THE AUSTIN BOARD OF REALTORS, THE MEDIAN PRICE FOR A HOME IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN IS NOW 4-HUNDRED, -41- THOUSAND DOLLARS.  A NEW BRANCH OF THE U-S MILITARY, MAY BLAST OFF FROM TEXAS!  THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT NAMED SAN ANTONIO AS A FINALIST, FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  OTHER FINALISTS ARE IN COLORADO, FLORIDA, NEW MEXICO, ALABAMA, AND NEBRASKA.  U-T AUSTIN'S NEW PRESIDENT, WILL GET A BIG PAY BOOST, COMPARED TO HIS PREDECESSOR. 
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			 			San Antonio named one of six finalists for US SPACE COMMAND HQ  The Alamo City beat Houston and Fort Worth in the latest round of considerations.  Volume 90% David Lynch (KENS 5) 4:29 PM CST November 19, 2020 4:43 PM CST November 19, 2020 SAN ANTONIO -Note: The above video is from an Oct. 19 story. The Alamo City has emerged as a finalist in the bid to call itself home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, according to the U.S. Air Force. PORT SAN ANTONIO joins locations in New Mexico, Nebraska, Florida, Colorado and Alabama on the short list.  Author: Ron Nirenberg
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			 Port San Antonio Being Selected As Finalist For U.S. Space Command Headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:46PM CT 


			 


			 			PORT SAN ANTONIO Being Selected As Finalist For U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  AUSTIN - Governor Greg Abbott today issued the following statement after the Department of the Air Force selected PORT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS as one of the six finalists for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: "The Department of the Air. Force will find no better location for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND than PORT SAN ANTONIO. Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS. I strongly urge the Department of the Air Force to choose PORT SAN ANTONIO as the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. In June, the Governor sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering TEXAS as the location for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. HEADQUARTERS.  Author: Sen Cruz, Harlingen Edc
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			 			PORT SAN ANTONIO chosen as finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  By PRESS RELEASE | November 19, 2020 at 5:05 PM CST - Updated November 19 at 5:05 PM  AUSTIN - Governor Greg Abbott today issued the following statement after the Department of the Air Force selected PORT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS as one of. the six finalists for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: "The Department of the Air Force will find no better location for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND than PORT SAN ANTONIO. Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS. I strongly urge the Department of the Air Force to choose PORT SAN ANTONIO as the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. In June, the Governor sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering TEXAS as the location for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. HEADQUARTERS.
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			 			San Antonio named one of six finalists for US SPACE COMMAND HQ  The Alamo City beat Houston and Fort Worth in the latest round of considerations.  Volume 90% David Lynch (KENS 5) 4:29 PM CST November 19, 2020 4:43 PM CST November 19, 2020 SAN ANTONIO -Note: The above video is from an Oct. 19 story. The Alamo City has emerged as a finalist in the bid to call itself home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, according to the U.S. Air Force. PORT SAN ANTONIO joins locations in New Mexico, Nebraska, Florida, Colorado and Alabama on the short list. A final selection is expected to be announced early next year after officials with the Department of the Air Force "conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location," which were whittled down from a prior list of communities across 24 states. In a Thursday afternoon statement, Gov. Greg Abbott offered a vote of confidence in reaction to the news, saying, in part, that TEXAS is "enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation." Abbott had previously nominated Houston and Fort Worth, along with San Antonio, as Lone Star State communities equipped to house U.S. SPACE. COMMAND, which is not the same as the Space Force-the newest branch  Author: Ron Nirenberg
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			 Houston not a finalist for the U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:18PM CT 


			 


			 			Houston not a finalist for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  By Andrea Leinfelder Published 4:08 pm CST, Thursday, November 19, 2020  The entrance sign of the Houston Spaceport is being installed by workers, Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020, in Houston. Houston was not selected as a finalist being considered for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. San Antonio, however, did make the cut. More on Houston's bid: Houston seeks to be home to SPACE COMMAND, which will work with new Space Force SPACE COMMAND directs military forces as they move beyond the purview of gravity: operating and protecting satellites and working to deter conflict in space. It is different from the U.S. Space Force, which became the sixth branch of the military on Dec. 20, 2019, when President Donald Trump signed the National Defense Authorization Act. Space Force is a military service such as the Army, Navy and Air Force. Military services are responsible for training people and providing equipment. Military services assign forces to a combatant command, such as Africa Command and Cyber Command, that is responsible for commanding and controlling those forces during military operations. So SPACE COMMAND is responsible for commanding America's military space forces, said Frank Rose, senior fellow for security and strategy at the Brookings Institution. The locations being considered for SPACE COMMAND are: Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama. Houston had proposed using the Houston Spaceport at Ellington Airport as home to SPACE COMMAND.
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			 			Pentagon puts San Antonio on short list in race for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  By Sig Christenson and Greg Jefferson nd Greg Jefferson Published 3:39 pm CST, Thursday, November 19, 2020  Photo: WILLIAM LUTHER /SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS-NEWS PORT SAN ANTONIO, the former Kelly AFB, in the foreground in this 2011 file photo.  is on a short list of possible HEADQUARTERS locations for U.S. SPACE COMMAND. In the background is Lackland AFB, now Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. (William Luther/wluther@express-news.net) The Air Force said Thursday that San Antonio had made its short list for cities competing to be the new home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS. The Alamo City was among six cities on the list. Other locations included Peterson AFB, in Colorado Springs, Colo., Patrick AFB near Cocoa Beach, Fla.Kirtland AFB, in Albuquerque, N.M.Offutt AFB in Omaha, Neb., and Redstone Army Airfield in Huntsville, Ala. San Antonio had floated several sites but the Air Force narrowed them down to PORT SAN ANTONIO, the former Kelly AFB. "On to the next step," Mayor Ron Nirenberg said Thursday afternoon. "It's a process and we're ready and able to make the case that San Antonio ought to be the new home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND. "I'm very grateful that the officials in charge of this process see the promise of San Antonio as a site for the further development of the command and were ready to do everything we need to, to demonstrate San Antonio's worth in this process." Nirenberg earlier this week said the Pentagon. s decision on which cities remained in the hunt was "imminent," with several potential sites in San Antonio as its HEADQUARTERS. The options, he said, were PORT SAN ANTONIO, Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, and the former Brooks AFB, now a commercial development. "I'm not in the heads of the officials that need to make the decision, but I would expect San Antonio's chances are as good or better than any in the country based on the assets, the capabilities and capacities and the political will. "This is not Military City, U.S.A. by name only," he added. Nirenberg joined retired Marine Gen. Juan Ayala and Jenna Saucedo-Herrera in meetings with top Pentagon leaders, the Air Force's chief of staff, Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., among them, to discuss a range of city-military cooperation issues, including a pitch that Antonio should be SPACE COMMAND'S new home. Saucedo-Herrera, president and CEO of the San Antonio Economic Development Foundation, said Air Force leaders were mostly interested in quality-of-life issues for airmen and their families in San Antonio. They also wanted to know more about infrastructure and the state of the city's space industry. "I can affirm that quality of life for the service members who ultimately make San Antonio home is absolutely a consideration as it is for their families and specifically children and spouses, which is why we've done yeoman's work. to ensure that we have robust opportunities for education and for work, military children as well as employment for spouses," Nirenberg said. "This has to be a place where the service members and their families can thrive and in my view there's not a better place in the country for that." Nirenberg said the leaders the delegation spoke with gave no hint of where they were headed in their search. "I wouldn't want to play poker with any of the command staff at the Pentagon," Nirenberg said. "They were all so buttoned-up," Saucedo-Herrera said. "They stuck to their talking points." She said the city's proposal included the port, Brooks and two or three sites within Joint Base San Antonio, but noted, "PORT SAN ANTONIO is the frontrunner." San Antonio already is home to several large commands. They include the Air Education and Training Command at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, and Army North, Army South, and the Army's Installation Management Command, all at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston. Nirenberg said his group got the impression during their visit that new training missions would spring up from the establishment of U.S. Space Force, and that the San Antonio contingent making its case in the Pentagon helped demonstrate the city's capacity to support additional instruction for the command. "There are benefits to us going beyond the specific asks. There are benefits to us being in front of high-level officials in the Pentagon that go beyond us just talking about specific proposals," he said. Parts of the old Kelly, a massive maintenance depot for the C-5A cargo plane and home to 10,000 workers when the 1995 the 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission ordered it to shutter, remain under military control, but 1,900 acres were converted into PORT SAN ANTONIO. The old base, which began in 1917, now has a mission anchored in part on civilian firms working for the military after closing July 13, 2001. The 2005 closure round, called BRAC, ordered the Air Force Medical Operations Agency at Bolling AFB outside Washington to move to Building 171 on PORT SAN ANTONIO after Fort Sam Houston became the home of joint enlisted medicine. The subject of a $100 million renovation, Building 171 saw other military tenants, one of the best known of them the 24th Air Force. The Air Force Services Agency and Air Force Center for Engineering and the Environment, among others, moved into sections of the 452,000-square-foot building after the 2005 BRAC. The port also has such tenants as the Boeing Co., which is home to one of Boeing Corp.'s largest maintenance facilities responsible for servicing Air Force One, as well as a return of the Air Force as the military increasingly relies on computers linked to myriad activities, from network protection to. electronic surveillance. While the conventional wisdom is that Colorado Springs has the best chance at landing SPACE COMMAND, the mayor said San Antonio not only has a lot of military assets but a rich history tied to manned space flight at Brooks, which also opened in 1917. "I mean, if you're talking about capabilities, this is public and private sector organization and institutions that support the mission, it's infrastructure and real estate, it's stable and reliable and redundant energy systems, and it's a community that has demonstrated time and again its willingness and ability to support our defense community.  Sig Christenson covers the military and its impact in the San Antonio and Bexar County area. 
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			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force  Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration.
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			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, Col. Todd Benson, the U.S. Air Force Central Command director of space forces, center, leads airmen through their enlistment ceremony as they became members of the Space Force at Al-Udeid Air Base, Qatar, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020. Space Force, the first new U.S. military service since the creation of the Air Force in 1947, now has some 20 members stationed at the Qatari base in its first foreign deployment. Staff Sgt. Kayla White / U.S. Air Force via AP  (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. PORT SAN ANTONIO was home to the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, Alabama; and San Antonio, TEXAS. In June, TEXAS Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering TEXAS as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than PORT SAN ANTONIO. "Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, Abbott said. Waltz argues Florida is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both Florida and TEXAS, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. 
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			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:47PM CT 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, Col. Todd Benson, the U.S. Air Force Central Command director of space forces, center, leads airmen through their enlistment ceremony as they became members of the Space Force at Al-Udeid Air Base, Qatar, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020. Space Force, the first new U.S. military service since the creation of the Air Force in 1947, now has some 20 members stationed at the Qatari base in its first foreign deployment. (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. PORT SAN ANTONIO was home to the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, Alabama; and San Antonio, TEXAS. In June, TEXAS Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering TEXAS as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than PORT SAN ANTONIO. "Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, Abbott said. Waltz argues Florida is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both Florida and TEXAS, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. 
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			 			Pentagon Narrows List for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS to Six Locations  Six locations are in the running to be the permanent HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, Stars and Stripes reported Thursday.  The Air Force named the finalists as Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS and Redstone Arsenal in Alabama, the news outlet reported. A final decision is expected in early 2021. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Ann Stefanek, a spokeswoman for the service, told Stars and Stripes. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." The home base for SPACE COMMAND will house about 1,400 military and civilians, the news outlet reported. SpaceCom, established in August 2019 to oversee and control the U.S. military's space-based infrastructure and operations, has been temporarily housed at Peterson AFB in Colorado Springs. Air Force officials expect it could take about six years to build the facilities necessary to house U.S. SPACE COMMAND once a location is chosen, Stars and Stripes reported. Space Force, like all military services, is HEADQUARTERED at the Pentagon and is led by Gen. Jay Raymond.  2020 Newsmax. 
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			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:57PM CT 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, Col. Todd Benson, the U.S. Air Force Central Command director of space forces, center, leads airmen through their enlistment ceremony as they became members of the Space Force at Al-Udeid Air Base, Qatar, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020. Space Force, the first new U.S. military service since the creation of the Air Force in 1947, now has some 20 members stationed at the Qatari base in its first foreign deployment. (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. PORT SAN ANTONIO was home to the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:51PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S.  SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 KPRC Channel 2 News Today at 6am			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:16:17 AM] [0:20]  IT IS DOWN TO SIX FINALIST LOCATIONS THAT COULD HOUSE THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND'S FUTURE HEADQUARTERS, AND ONE OF THEM IS IN TEXAS, PORT SAN ANTONIO AND AN FOUR AIR BASES IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND ALABAMA ARE ON THE LIST OF CHOICES.  THE SENATOR'S OFFICE SAYS AIR FORCE LEADERS WILL MAKE THEIR FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY. 
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			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 FOX NEWS MIDDAY			Nov 20 2020 11:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[11:11:17 AM] [0:48]  WELCOME BACK.  SAN ANTONIO MAY BE GETTING A BIG BOOST TO ITS ECONOMY AS THE CITY BECOMES ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  WHICH WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS INTO SPACE.  YESTERDAY, TEXAS SENATOR, JOHN CORNYN ANNOUNCED THE LIST OF CITIES THAT MADE THE LIST.  WE TALKED WITH AREA LEADERS ABOUT WHY THEY THINK SAN ANTONIO WAS CHOSEN TO BE ON THAT SHORT LIST.  IT'S AN EXISTING MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 
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			 FOX NEWS FIRST			Nov 20 2020 07:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[7:13:02 AM] [0:34]  MAYDE: BRAD, YOU ARE GOING TO LIKE THIS NEXT STORY.  HOW ABOUT THIS.  SAN ANTONIO MAY BE GETTING A BIG BOOST TO ITS ECONOMY AS THE CITY BECOMES ONE OF THE SIX FINALISTS TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS WHICH WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SPACE.  SO YESTERDAY TEXAS SENATOR JOHN CORNYN ANNOUNCED THE FINALISTS THAT WERE CHOSEN FROM MORE THAN 60 CITIES AND SAN ANTONIO MADE THE LIST OVER OTHER LARGE TEXAS CITIES.  SO WE TALKED WITH AREA LEADERS AND SPACE EXPERTS ABOUT WHY THEY THINK SAN ANTONIO WAS CHOSEN TO BE ON THAT SHORT LIST. 
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			 FOX NEWS FIRST			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:15:03 AM] [0:31]  BIG BOOST TO ITS ECONOMY AS THE CITY BECOMES ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS WHICH WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SPACE.  HOW COOL IS THAT?  SO YESTERDAY U.S.  SENATOR JOHN CORNYN ANNOUNCED THE FINALISTS THAT WHY CHOSEN FROM MORE THAN 60 CITIES AND SAN ANTONIO MADE THE LIST OVER OTHER LARGE TEXAS CITIES.  WE TALKED WITH AREA LEADERS AND SPACE EXPERTS ABOUT WHY THEY THINK SAN ANTONIO WAS CHOSEN TO BE ON THAT SHORT LIST. 
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			 			[5:08:02 AM] [0:21]  RIGHT NOW - EL PASO CONTINUES TO BE THE EPICENTER FOR COVID-19 HERE IN COVID-19 HERE IN TEXAS.  AS OF YESTERDAY -THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH REPORTED THAT EL PASO COUNTY HAS ABOUT 8 THOUSAND MORE RECORDED CASES OF COVID THAN BEXAR COUNTY - WHICH HAS DOUBLE THE POPULATION.  POPULATION.  AS EL PASOANS AS EL PASOANS COPE WITH THE GRAPPLING NUMBERS - THEY HAVE SOME WORDS OF ADVICE FOR SAN ANTONIO. 
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			 			[5:12:39 AM] [0:26]  THE HIGHWAY HAS SINCE REOPENED TO TRAFFIC.  I'M KRISTINA DE LEON, FOX NEWS FIRST.  SAN ANTONIO SAN ANTONIO SAN ANTONIO BECOMES ONE OF BECOMES ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO HOST THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS COMING UP, WHY AREA LEADERS AND SPACE
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			 			[5:15:21 AM] [1:22]  SAN ANTONIO SAN ANTONIO MAY BE GETTING A BIG BOOST TO ITS ECONOMY, AS THE CITY AS THE CITY BECOMES ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO HOST THE U-S HOST THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, HEADQUARTERS, WHICH WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MILLITARY OPERATIONS IN SPACE.  YESTERDAY, U-S SENATOR JOHN CORNYN ANNOUNCED THE FINALISTS THAT WERE CHOSEN FROM MORE THAN FROM MORE THAN 60 CITIES, AND SAN ANTONIO MADE THE LIST OVER OTHER LARGE TEXAS CITIES.  WE TALKED WITH WE TALKED WITH AREA LEADERS AND SPACE EXPERTS ABOUT WHY THEY THINK SAN ANTONIO WAS CHOSEN TO BE ON THE SHORT LIST.  RICK VARNER/DIRECTOR OF THE SCOBEE EDUCATION CENTER "IT IS IN AN EXISTING GROUP OF MILITARY INSTILLATIONS AND THERE'S A HISTORY THERE. "MAYOR NIRENBERG "THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES THE ASSSTS AND THE COMMUNITY THAT IS HERE IN MILITARY CITY, USA.  SHOULD SAN ANTONIO BECOME THE HOST CITY, IT WOULD ALSO MEAN A BOOST TO OUR ECONOMY WITH OVER A THOUSAND NEW JOBS.  HOLD YOUR HORSES BECAUSE WE WON'T KNOW IF WE'VE BEEN CHOSEN UNTIL NEXT YEAR.  SO WE WILL KEEP SO WE WILL KEEP YOU UPDATED ON THAT DECISION BOTH ON-AIR AND BOTH ON-AIR AND ONLINE ANOTHER LOOK AT OUR TRAFFIC THIS MORNING, RIGHT NOW IT'S WE ARE FOLLOWING TRAFFIC CONDITIONS AS THEY DEVELOP. 
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			 KSAT 12 6 O-CLOCK NEWS			Nov 20 2020 06:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[5:59:09 PM] [0:15]  MILITARY CITY USA IS ON THE SHORT LIST TO BE HOME TO THE MILITARY'S NEWEST UNIFIED COMMAND.  PORT SAN ANTONIO WAS AMONG 6 LOCATIONS THE AIR FORCE IS CONSIDERING FOR US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AS A COMBATANT COMMAND LIKE US CENTRAL COMMAND OR US AFRICA COMMAND THAT OVERSEES SPACE OPERATIONS AROUND THE GLOBE. 
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			 			[5:59:30 PM] [0:33]  PORT SAN ANTONIO ONCE KELLY AIR FORCE BASE COULD END UP PLAYING HOST TO A COMBATANT COMMAND THAT WOULD FOCUS EVEN FARTHER INTO THE WILD BLUE YONDER US SPACE COMMAND IT IS DEFINITELY A FEATHER IN OUR CAP TO HAVE A COMMAND LIKE THIS IN SAN ANTONIA BUT MORE THAN THAT 1400. JOBS COMING HERE AND THE COMMANDS PERSONNEL WOULD CARRY AN EVEN LARGER ECONOMIC IT'S ALL SAYS CHILDREN GOING TO OUR SCHOOLS, WE GOT FAMILY SHOPPING THERE ATV'S AND FAMILIES ARE HERE OF COMPETITION IS STIFF. 
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			 GOOD MORNING SAN ANTONIO			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:09:08 AM] [0:23]  MARK AUSTIN: SAN ANTONIO ON THE SHORT LIST TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS PORT SAN ANTONIO NOW ONE OF 6 LOCATIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION.  MILITARY FACILITIES IN COLORADO, NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA AND ALABAMA ALL ON THE LIST.  MAYOR RON NIRENBERG IS AT THE PENTAGON RECENTLY DISCUSSED WHY SAN ANTONIO SHOULD SERVICE HEADQUARTERS AND CESAR HE'S COMPETENT RATHER THAT OUR ASSETS WILL MAKE A STRONG CASE FOR BRINGING IT TO MILITARY CITY USA. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 11:41PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force  Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead.


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  320,587   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $794   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $2,382   			 Word Count:  202   			 Average Stay:  252.46   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  25,863   			 Page Views:  5,857,229   








			 


			 


			 36. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 San Antonio Express-News   Market: San Antonio, TX (31) 


			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:00PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 San Antonio Express-News   Market: San Antonio, TX (31) 


			 Express Briefing: To fill rooms, S.A. hotels get creative			Nov 20 2020 01:25PM CT 


			 


			 			The nightly performances are unique, but the hotel's efforts to bring in new guests isn't. Randy Diamond explores the ways local hotels are trying new things to keep rooms full. The Air Force said Thursday that San Antonio had made its short list for cities competing to be the new home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS. The Alamo City was among six cities on the list and was the only TEXAS site to make the list. The command HEADQUARTERS will have roughly 1,400 military and civilian personnel assigned to it. Some 50 communities were evaluated before the cut was reduced to six, the Air Force said Thursday. It expects to make a final decision early next year. When a small San Antonio delegation went to Washington for a day of meetings with top Pentagon leaders last month, the Air Force brass expressed interest in the city's quality of life for their airmen. For more on U.S. SPACE COMMAND, read the latest from Sig Christenson and Greg Jefferson. The number of people hospitalized with the virus reached 440, five more than on Wednesday. COVID hospitalizations have more than doubled over the past month, mirroring the pattern across TEXAS. We're tracking the virus in San Antonio and the state with these charts. The University of TEXAS at San Antonio on Thursday launched a $111 million research institute whose task is to protect U.S. manufacturers from cyber attacks. It's the latest effort by UTSA to capitalize on the swiftly-growing cybersecurity industry in San Antonio. The state Board of Education is inching closer to approving new sex education standards for the first time since the late '90s, giving initial approval to a curriculum that expands contraceptive education in middle school but declined to acknowledge LGBTQ individuals or define consensual sexual activity. 
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			 			With fewer of us gathering for safety, meals will be smaller, too. So why not skip the big bird and focus on what you love most about the meal, anyway: The comforting carbs that are mashed potatoes. Eat : The unlikely mid-pandemic wave of restaurant openings includes Botero Tapas + Wine Bar, Las Guitarras Cocina Mexicana and Richter Tavern in the TEXAS Hill Country. Here's what you should know about these new spots in Boerne. Laugh : The pandemic prompted New Braunfels-based comedian Steve Trevino to start a podcast with his wife and record a special titled "My Life in Quarantine." Watch : Paulina Chez totally gets why Christmas television makes the holidays a little brighter. 
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			 			SA Inc.  Get local business news updates from behind the scenes, delivered twice a week. TEXAS Take : The latest in state, local and national politics, delivered every weekday morning. Real Estate : Get a sneak peek of luxe San Antonio properties, local market trends and homebuying/selling tips. Taste: Hungry for restaurant reviews and recipes? 
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			 Spectrum News   Market: San Antonio, TX (31) 


			 SPECTRUM NEWS 11PM			Nov 20 2020 11:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[11:19:04 PM] [1:14]  ONLY OTHER PROPOSALS THAT WOULD HAVE COVERED CONSENT GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION FAILED.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S.  8 PERCENT BUT THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS STILL ABOUT 3.5 PERCENT UP FROM THIS TIME.  LAST YEAR AND SOME ECONOMISTS SAY THE NEW WAVE OF CORONAVIRUS CASES COULD FURTHER.  THREATEN THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY.  SOURCE.  BACK WITH US NOW TO WEIGH IN ON HOW THE PANDEMIC IS AFFECTING.  THE TEXAS ECONOMY JEREMY WALLACE OF THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE IN SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS NEWS AND JAMES PARAGON WITH THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS.  THANKS FOR STICKING AROUND AND JAMES STATE BUDGET WRITERS ARE EXPECTING TO START OUT.  BILLIONS OF DOLLARS SHORT NEXT YEAR.  WHAT DO YOU THINK?  THEY LOOK 1ST FOR ADDITIONAL REVENUE STREAMS.  DATATREND.  WE'VE SEEN HERE IN.  TEXAS IS WHEN THERE'S A WHEN THERE'S A BUDGET ISSUE IN THE 1ST PLACE.  TO LOOK IS TO CUT GOVERNMENT
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			 Spectrum News   Market: San Antonio, TX (31) 


			 SPECTRUM NEWS 7PM			Nov 20 2020 07:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[7:19:06 PM] [1:52]  ONLY OTHER PROPOSALS THAT WOULD HAVE COVERED CONSENT GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION FAILED.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S.  8 PERCENT BUT THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS STILL ABOUT 3.5 PERCENT UP FROM THIS TIME.  LAST YEAR AND SOME ECONOMISTS SAY THE NEW WAVE OF CORONAVIRUS CASES COULD FURTHER.  THREATEN THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY.  SOURCE.  BACK WITH US NOW TO WEIGH IN ON HOW THE PANDEMIC IS AFFECTING.  THE TEXAS ECONOMY JEREMY WALLACE OF THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE IN SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS NEWS AND JAMES PARAGON WITH THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS.  THANKS FOR STICKING AROUND AND JAMES STATE BUDGET WRITERS ARE EXPECTING TO START OUT.  BILLIONS OF DOLLARS SHORT NEXT YEAR.  WHAT DO YOU THINK?  THEY LOOK 1ST FOR ADDITIONAL REVENUE STREAMS.  DATATREND.  WE'VE SEEN HERE IN.  TEXAS IS WHEN THERE'S A WHEN THERE'S A BUDGET ISSUE IN THE 1ST PLACE.  TO LOOK IS TO CUT GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND SO I THINK YOU KNOW.  I KNOW THERE'S BEEN TALK A LOT PARTICULARLY FROM DEMOCRATS GAMBLING LAWS.  LOOSENING GAMBLING GAMBLING LOSSES SEEN AS AVAILABLE OR SOMETHING TO GAMBLING AND ALSO ABOUT THE LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA.  JUST LOOKING AT WHERE THE STATE IS POLITICALLY.  AND READ THE LAST ELECTIONS FOR NOVEMBER.  I DON'T SEE THAT HAPPENING COM IF YOU TALK ABOUT MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION OUTRIGHT.  TEXAS SENATE YOU'LL GET LAST OUT OF THEIR HOME AND SO I THINK WE'RE GOING TO SEE IS CUTS AND.  I THINK PEOPLE NEED TO PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR THAT PARTICULARLY PROBABLY WITH MEDICAID.  OR SCHOOLS AND SO I THINK THAT'S REALLY WHAT WE NEED TO BE PREPARING OURSELVES FOR. 
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			 			[7:21:11 PM] [0:13]  I THINK YOU KNOW THE BIG PROBLEM IS YOU KNOW FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA OR ANYTHING.  MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION?  THAT IS A REALLY TOUGH HILL TO CLIMB IN THE TEXAS SENATE.  AS YOU OUT IS VERY CONSERVATIVE THERE STILL AND.  I AM NOT SURE IF THEY'RE READY FOR THAT. 
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			 			[7:21:47 PM] [0:08]  OF.  WHAT?  THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE HAS TO OPERATE WITH US.  SO WE KNOW IN TERMS OF YOU KNOW WHAT CHANGING THE SAYING?  I THINK IS REALLY SMART. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  1,937   			 Ad Value:  $45   			 Calc Ad Value:  $200   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $598   			 Runtime:  2:13   			 








			 


			 


			 40. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WOAI-NBC   Market: San Antonio, TX (31) 


			 NEWS 4 WOAI TODAY 6AM			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:32:44 AM] [0:25]  ANOTHER BIG STORY THIS MORNING, SAN ANTONIO MIGHT BE GETTING A BIG BOOST WHICH ACCOUNTING BECAUSE OUR CITY IS ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO HOST US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, WHICH WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MENTAL OPERATIONS AND SPACE.  YESTERDAY SENATOR JOHN CORNYN ANNOUNCED FINALISTS CHOSEN FROM MORE THAN 60 CITIES AND SAN ANTONIO MADE THE LIST OVER OTHE LARGE TEXAS CITIES TIED WITH AREA LEADERS AND SPACE EXPERTS ABOUT WHY THEY THINK SAN ANTONI IS PICKED TO BE ON THE SHOR SHORTLIST. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  9,621   			 Ad Value:  $275   			 Calc Ad Value:  $229   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $688   			 Runtime:  0:25   			 








			 


			 


			 41. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WOAI-NBC   Market: San Antonio, TX (31) 


			 NEWS 4 WOAI TODAY 5AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:19:04 AM] [0:23]  BIG BOOST TO ITS ECONOMY OUR CITY IS ONE OF SIX FINALISTS DOSE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS WHICH WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SPACE.  THAT SOUNDS UNBELIEVABLE.  YESTERDAY US SENATOR JOHN CORNY ANNOUNCING FINALISTS.  THEY WERE CHOSEN FROM CITY CITIES.  WE MADE THE LIST OVER OTHER LARGER TEXAS CITIES.  WE TALKED WITH AREA LEADERS AND SPACE EXPERTS WHY THEY THINK SA ANTONIO WAS CHOSEN TO BE ON THA SHORTLIST. 
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			 KEYE-CBS   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 CBS Austin News at 6:30 PM			Nov 20 2020 06:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[6:11:13 PM] [0:20]  HEMA: SAN ANTONIO IS ON THE SHORT LIST TO HOUSE THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  MILITARY AND OUTER SPACE.  TEXAS SENATOR, JOHN CORNYN SAID THAT THE SPACE COMMAND AND SAN ANTONIO ARE A PERFECT FIT.  SAN ANTONIO IS ONE OF THE SIX CITIES VYING FOR THE HEADQUARTERS, AND A DECISION IS EXPECTED NEXT YEAR. 
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			 KNVA-IND   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 KNAN News at 6 AM on KNVA			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:24:10 AM] [0:18]  BACK EVERYBODY, THE SAN ANTONIO IS A FINALIST TO BE THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND FOR SPACE FOR YEAH, THIS IS REALLY COOL IF PICK TO THE FORMER KELLY AIR FORCE BASE WOULD BE HOME TO THE SPACE FORCE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN COLORADO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, ALABAMA AND NEW MEXICO ARE FINALISTS AS WELL SO. 
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			 KTBC-FOX   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 Good  Day Austin 6am			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:25:08 AM] [1:05]  TEXAS.  NOT TEXAS.  TEXAS.  NOT TEXAS.  TEXAS.  TEXAS.  TEXAS.  OZARKA 100% NATURAL TEXAS SPRING WATER NOW PROUDLY IN A BETTER BOTTLE.  THE AIR FORCE HAS ANNOUNCED THE SIX FINALISTS FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, WHICH INCLUDES PORT SAN ANTONIO, HERE IN TEXAS.  THE OTHER LOCATIONS ARE IN NEVADA, FLORIDA, COLORADO, NEW MEXICO, AND ALABAMA.  THE NEXT STEP IS FOR VIRTUAL AND ON-SITE VISITS WHERE OFFICIALS WILL LOOK AT INFRASTRUCTURE, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, AND ANY EXTRA POSSIBLE COSTS TO THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT.  A FINAL DECISION IS EXPECTED EARLY NEXT YEAR.  GOVERNOR ABBOTT PUT OUT A STATEMENT ABOUT THE PROCESS, SAYING PORT SAN ANTONIO IS THE BEST LOCATION FOR THE SPACE COMMAND.  HE SAID, QUOTE, "NOT ONLY DOES TEXAS HAVE THE RESOURCES, UNIVERSITIES, AND HUMAN CAPITAL NECESSARY TO SUPPORT THE SPACE COMMAND, BUT WE ARE ALSO ENRICHED BY OUR LONG-STANDING AND CELEBRATED TRADITION OF MILITARY SERVICE AND INNOVATION IN TEXAS. #MEANWHILE, SCIENTISTS WANT TO PUT, WHAT THEY CALL, "THE ULTIMATE TELESCOPE" ON THE MOON, WHICH THEY SAY WOULD ALLOW THEM TO SEE THE ORIGINS OF THE "BIG BANG" THERE ARE A LOT OF LOGISTICAL ISSUES WITH TRYING TO GET A TELESCOPE TO THE MOON. 
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			 KVUE-ABC   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 KVUE Midday News 11am			Nov 20 2020 11:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[11:46:30 AM] [0:36]  A NEW PART BRANCH OF THE MILITARY MAY BLAST OFF FROM TEXAS.  THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE HAS NAMED SAN ANTONIO AS A FINALIST, FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  OTHER FINALISTS ARE IN COLORADO, FLORIDA, NEW MEXICO, ALABAMA, AND NEBRASKA.  SPACE COMMAND WAS CREATED TO LEAD MILITARY SPACE OPERATIONS.  THREE, TWO, ONE, ZERO, IGNITION, LIFTOFF THE WEEK THAT IT WAS FOR SPACE.  FOUR ASTRONAUTS HAVE HAD A FEW DAYS TO GET ACQUAINTED TO THE INTERNATIOAL SPACE STATION SINCE LAUNCHING FROM EARTH ON SUNDAY AND ARRIVING AT THE STATION LATE MONDAY NIGHT. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			[11:48:04 AM] [0:52]  CHAT WITH JASON A DENSE FOG ADVISORY IS NOW IN EFFECT FOR SELECT COUNTIES ACROSS CENTRAL TEXAS; HOWEVER, DUE TO THE WIDESPREAD FOG, SOME AREAS MAY NOT BE UNDER THE ADVISORY YET STILL EXPERIENCE POOR VISIBILITY.  SIMILARLY TO THE PAST TWO DAYS, EXPECT MID-MORNING CLEARING TO AN AFTERNOON OF BEAUTIFUL SUNSHINE AND LOW 80S FOR HIGHS. 
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			 KVUE-ABC   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 KVUE  News Daybreak 6am			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:05:52 AM] [0:41] "WE CERTAINLY HAVE TO FOLLOW OUR PROTOCOLS AND DO ITS BEST TO KEEP THE RESIDENTS SAFE AS POSSIBLE.  I KNOW A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE ANXIOUS TO JUST GET BACK TO NORMAL.  OFFICIALS WITH PFIZER SAY TEXAS WILL BE ONE OF THE FIRST STATES TO RECEIVE THE VACCINE.  HOWEVER THE 20 INITIAL SITES WILL LIKELY GET VACCINATIONS PROVIDED TO MEDICAL WORKERS, BEFORE THE VACCINE IS PUBLICLY AVAILABLE.  TURNING TO THE LATEST ON THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, A STATEWIDE AUDIT IN GEORGIA IS COMPLETE, AND IT CONFIRMS THAT PRESIDENT ELECT JOE BIDEN HAS WON THAT STATE AND ITS 16 ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES. 
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			 			[6:07:37 AM] [0:39]  END QUOTE.  A NEW BRANCH OF THE U-S MILITARY, MAY BLAST OFF FROM TEXAS!  THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS NAMED SAN ANTONIO AS A FINALIST, FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  OTHER FINALISTS ARE IN COLORADO, FLORIDA, NEW MEXICO, ALABAMA, AND NEBRASKA.  ANCHORS CHIT CHAT TO WEATHER ANIM TO WEATHER GOOD MORNING.  HERE'S A LOOK AT YOUR MORNING RUSH HOUR FORECAST.  THE MAJOR WEATHER HAZARDS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN RED, MINOR HAZARDS ARE IN YELLOW, AND LOW HAZARDS ARE IN GREEN.  A DENSE FOG ADVISORY IS NOW IN EFFECT FOR SELECT COUNTIES ACROSS CENTRAL TEXAS; HOWEVER, DUE TO THE WIDESPREAD FOG, SOME AREAS MAY NOT BE UNDER THE ADVISORY YET STILL EXPERIENCE POOR VISIBILITY.  SIMILARLY TO THE PAST TWO DAYS, EXPECT MID-MORNING CLEARING TO AN AFTERNOON OF BEAUTIFUL SUNSHINE AND LOW 80S FOR HIGHS. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  
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			 KVUE-ABC   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 KVUE  News Daybreak 5am			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:38:56 AM] [1:01]  GOBBLE GOBBLE!  NOW LETS GET A CHECK OF THE ROADS!  TRAFFIC HIT A NEW BRANCH OF THE U-S MILITARY, MAY BLAST OFF FROM TEXAS!  THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS NAMED SAN ANTONIO AS A FINALIST, FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  OTHER FINALISTS ARE IN COLORADO, FLORIDA, NEW MEXICO, ALABAMA, AND NEBRASKA.  THE YMCA OF AUSTIN IS HAVING TO CUT ITS STAFF DUE TO THE PANDEMIC, THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE THEY ARE HOPING FOR FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, AND MUSIC VENUES ALSO LOOKING FOR FINANCIAL RELIEF AS THEY CONTINUE TO STRUGGLE. 
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			 KXAN-NBC   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 Austin News Today 6am			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:20:48 AM] [3:41]  COMING UP NEXT HOW CLIMATE WELCOME BACK EVERYBODY, THE SAN ANTONIO IS A FINALIST TO BE THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND FOR SPACE FOR YEAH, THIS IS REALLY COOL IF PICK TO THE FORMER KELLY AIR FORCE BASE WOULD BE HOME TO THE SPACE FORCE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN COLORADO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, ALABAMA AND NEW MEXICO ARE FINALISTS AS WELL SO. 
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			 KXAN-NBC   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 Austin News Today 5am			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:22:56 AM] [0:22]  FRIDAY MORNING TO EVERYONE HOPE IT'S A HAPPY ONE IT IS THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR THANKSGIVING BREAK FOR A LOT OF STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND STAFF OUT THERE.  SO IT LOOKS LIKE WON'T GET YOU OUT THE DOOR WITH EVERYTHING NEED TO KNOW INCLUDING THE NEWS.  A SAN ANTONIO IS A FINALIST TO BE THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND FOR THE SPACE FORCE WAS PRETTY EXCITING HERE IF PICKED THE FORMER KELLY AIR FORCE BASE WOULD BE HOME TO THE SPACE FORCE. 
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			 KXAN-TV [NBC 36]   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 Port San Antonio chosen as a finalist for U.S. Space Command Headquarters			Nov 20 2020 03:24AM CT 


			 


			 			PORT SAN ANTONIO chosen as a finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  U.S. Air Force SPACE COMMAND, Chief Master Sgt. Roger Towberman has his rank pointed to as President Donald Trump speaks during the presentation of the Space Force Flag in the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, May 15, 2020, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)  SAN ANTONIO (KXAN) - The Air Force has selected PORT SAN ANTONIO as one of six finalists for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, according to the office of Gov. Greg Abbott. Abbott's office released a statement Thursday about the selection, saying TEXAS is ready to HOST the program. "The Department of the Air Force will find no better location for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND than PORT SAN ANTONIO. Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, Abbott said in the statement. "I strongly urge the Department of the Air Force to choose PORT SAN ANTONIO as the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. The other five finalists include Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Cocoa Beach, Florida, Peterson AFB in Colorado Springs.  Colorado and Redstone Army Airfield in Huntsville, Alabama, according to DefenseNews. In June, Abbott had sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson to thank him for considering TEXAS. The letter said Fort Worth and Houston had also self-nominated for the HEADQUARTERS' location.  Author: Jaclyn Ramkissoon
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			 Marshall News Messenger   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:10PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Thank you for reading! Please log in, or sign up for a new account to continue reading. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  13,871   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $197   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $591   			 Word Count:  135   			 Average Stay:  70.96   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  212,617   			 Page Views:  364,637   








			 


			 


			 52. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 Spectrum News   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 11 PM SN-AUS			Nov 20 2020 11:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[11:19:11 PM] [0:28]  ONLY OTHER PROPOSALS THAT WOULD HAVE COVERED CONSENT GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION FAILED.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S. 
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			 Spectrum News   Market: Austin, TX (38) 


			 7 PM SN-AUS			Nov 20 2020 07:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[7:19:13 PM] [0:28]  ONLY OTHER PROPOSALS THAT WOULD HAVE COVERED CONSENT GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION FAILED.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE SPACE OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:09PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead.
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			 KBTX-CBS   Market: Waco-Temple-Bryan, TX (83) 


			 Brazos Valley This Morning			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:15:39 AM] [0:27]  MEANWHILE, PRESIDENT-ELECT JOE BIDEN MET VIRTUALLY WITH A GROUP OF BIPARTISAN GOVERNORS TO DISCUSS THE COVID SURGE.  DEBRA ALFARONE HAS MORE.  DURING AN ANIMATED PRESS CONFERENCE AT REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE HEADQUARTERS YESTERDAY. "I KNOW CRIMES, I CAN SMELL THEM. THE TRUMP CAMPAIGN AGAIN FAILED TO PRESENT EVIDENCE OF WIDESPREAD VOTER FRAUD AND CAST FURTHER UNSUBSTANTIATED ALLEGATIONS. 
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			 			[6:18:05 AM] [0:20]  THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS COULD BE COMING TO TEXAS THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NARROWING DOWN IT'S LIST OF FINALISTS.  THOSE POSSIBLE LOCATIONS COVER 6 DIFFERENT STATES.  AND, PORT SAN ANTONIO IS ON THAT LIST.  THE DECISION CAME AFTER AN EVALUATION OF SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES ACROSS 24 STATES.  A FINAL LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 20-21. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  3,915   			 Ad Value:  $91   			 Calc Ad Value:  $143   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $428   			 Runtime:  0:47   			 








			 


			 


			 56. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 KCEN-TV [NBC 9]   Market: Waco-Temple-Bryan, TX (83) 


			 San Antonio named one of six finalists for US Space Command HQ			Nov 20 2020 04:55AM CT 


			 


			 			San Antonio named one of six finalists for US SPACE COMMAND HQ  The Alamo City beat Houston and Fort Worth in the latest round of considerations.  Volume 90% David Lynch (KENS 5) 4:29 PM CST November 19, 2020 10:52 PM CST November 19, 2020 SAN ANTONIO - The Alamo City has emerged as a finalist in the bid to call itself home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, according to the U.S. Air Force. PORT SAN ANTONIO joins locations in New Mexico, Nebraska, Florida, Colorado and Alabama on the short list. A final selection is expected to be announced early next year after officials with the Department of the Air Force "conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location," which were whittled down from a prior list of communities across 24 states.
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			 Port San Antonio selected as finalist for U.S. Space Command Headquarters			Nov 20 2020 04:41AM CT 


			 


			 			PORT SAN ANTONIO selected as finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  Copyright 2020 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.  AUSTIN, TX  PORT SAN ANTONIO has been named one of six finalists for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. "The Department of the Air Force will find no better location for the U.S SPACE COMMAND than PORT SAN ANTONIO, sad Governor Greg Abbott in a statement shortly after the finalist were announced. "Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, he continued.  Author: Joel Leal
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			 KRGV-ABC   Market: Harlingen-Weslaco-Brownsville-McAllen, TX (85) 


			 Channel 5 News at 4:30am			Nov 20 2020 04:30AM CT 


			 


			 			[4:57:10 AM] [0:37]  A TWIN SATELLITE IS EXPECTED TO BE LAUNCHED IN SPACE IN 20-25.  AND, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NOW NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THEY HAVE SIX IN MIND, ONE OF THEM, RIGHT HERE IN TEXAS.  IT'S THE PORT SAN ANTONIO.  SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES FROM ACROSS TWENTY-FOUR STATES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  MCALLEN RESIDENTS LISTEN UP, THERE WILL SOON BE A NEW CITY CODE ENFORCEMENT IN PLACE. 
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			 KTBS-TV [ABC 3]   Market: Shreveport, LA - Texarkana, TX (86) 


			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:43PM CT 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, Col. Todd Benson, the U.S. Air Force Central Command director of space forces, center, leads airmen through their enlistment ceremony as they became members of the Space Force at Al-Udeid Air Base, Qatar, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020. Space Force, the first new U.S. military service since the creation of the Air Force in 1947, now has some 20 members stationed at the Qatari base in its first foreign deployment. (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. PORT SAN ANTONIO was home to the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, Alabama; and San Antonio, TEXAS. In June, TEXAS Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering TEXAS as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than PORT SAN ANTONIO. "Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, Abbott said. Waltz argues Florida is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both Florida and TEXAS, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 04:04PM MT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. 
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			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:42PM MT 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced.  They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. PORT SAN ANTONIO was home to the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, Alabama; and San Antonio, TEXAS. In June, TEXAS Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering TEXAS as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than PORT SAN ANTONIO. "Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, Abbott said. Waltz argues Florida is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both Florida and TEXAS, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  445   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $16   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $48   			 Word Count:  665   			 Average Stay:  89.69   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  5,845,955   			 Page Views:  2,993   








			 


			 


			 62. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 KUNM-FM Community Powered Radio   Market: El Paso, TX (93) 


			 FRI: State Opens Alternate Care Facility For COVID-19 Patients, + More			Nov 20 2020 11:41PM MT 


			 


			 			Like their counterparts in other states, New Mexico hospital officials have described strains from the current pace of caring for increasing numbers of COVID-19 patients. Steps taken to cope include bringing in health care workers from other states, redeploying staff from clinics and setting up inpatient units in areas where they normally wouldn't be. New Mexico Basketball Teams Temporarily Relocating To TEXAS  Associated Press New Mexico's men's and women's basketball teams are temporarily relocating to TEXAS due to coronavirus restrictions in their home state. Athletic director Eddie Nunez says the men's program will set up at South Plains College in Lubbock. The women will move to Amarillo and practice at West TEXAS A&M in nearby Canyon. The basketball season is set to start next week but neither program has announced a nonconference schedule yet. The Mountain West Conference moved to a 20-game schedule this season with two-game series between the same teams. The basketball relocations come three weeks after the football team temporarily relocated to the Las Vegas area to play its season. The Lobos played their first game in Las Vegas last weekend. New Mexico State's men's basketball program arrived in Phoenix this week for practice and games. Its women's program is expected to practice in Tucson, Arizona, and play at a variety of locations. Under New Mexico health guidelines, athletic departments currently do not allow games or workouts exceeding five people. Anyone who travels from outside the state also must quarantine for 14 days. Albuquerque Is Among Finalist Locations For SPACE COMMAND  Associated Press The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered as a place to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque and bases in Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. 
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			 Albuquerque among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 04:59PM MT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration.


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  88,562   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $369   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $1,107   			 Word Count:  126   			 Average Stay:  72.71   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  70,492   			 Page Views:  1,264,200   








			 


			 


			 64. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 KLTV-ABC   Market: Tyler-Longview-Lufkin-Nacogdoches, TX (110) 


			 KLTV NEWS AT 4 PM			Nov 20 2020 04:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[4:44:11 PM] [0:35]  MCCONNELL INSISTS ON A MORE NARROW PACKAGE.  HOWEVER, THE AVAILABILITY OF NEW FUNDS COULD RAISE THE PRICETAG CLOSER TO A COMPROMISE.  THE "DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE" IS NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF THE "US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORT LIST CONSISTS OF SIX LOCATIONS TEXAS INCLUDED.  SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES FROM ACROSS TWENTY-FOUR STATES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  AND, THE PENNSYLVANIA TOWN FAMOUS FOR IT'S GROUNDHOG DAY TRADITION - IS HAVING TO ADJUST IT'S USUAL CELEBRATION. 
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			 KLTV-ABC   Market: Tyler-Longview-Lufkin-Nacogdoches, TX (110) 


			 TEXAS @ 6:30AM			Nov 20 2020 06:30AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:36:03 AM] [0:53]  PFIZER SAYS IT WILL BE ABLE TO FULFILL THE ONE-POINT-THREE BILLION DOSES BY 20-21.  AS WE CONTINUE TO TRACK AN INCREASE IN COVID-19 CASES IN EAST TEXAS, YOU MAY STILL HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE VIRUS.  OUR OWN MED TEAM DOCTOR AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE SPECIALIST WILL BE ON EAST TEXAS NOW TODAY.  DOCTOR ED DOMINGUEZ WILL ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS FROM NOON UNTIL ONE O'CLOCK.  YOU CAN SEND THEM TO DOCTOR-DOT-ED AT KLTV-DOT-COM.  THAT'S D-R DOT-ED.  YOU CAN ALSO ASK QUESTIONS IN REAL-TIME USING THE EAST TEXAS NOW MOBILE APP.  TODAY PRESIDENT TRUMP IS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH SEVERAL MICHIGAN LAWMAKERS AT THE WHITE HOUSE.  SOME LAWMAKERS SAY THIS IS CONCERNING AND THAT IT INTERFERES WITH THE ELECTION PROCESS. 
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			 			[6:38:42 AM] [0:21]  ANOTHER SPACE AGENCY COULD SOON BE HEADING TO THE LONE STAR STATE.  THE AIR FORCE HAS NARROWED DOWN ITS SHORT LIST FOR THE NEW U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  PORT SAN ANTONIO MADE THE LIST. COMMUNITIES IN 24 STATES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS.  THE LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED IN EARLY 20-21. 
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			 			[6:39:28 AM] [0:36]  ONE LEGENDARY DALLAS COWBOYS PLAYER IS STEPPING IN TO HELP HIS COMMUNITY.  CHARLES HALEY'S FOUNDATION HOSTED A THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE.  SEVERAL COWBOYS PLAYERS JOINED HIM AS THEY HANDED OUT FOOD THAT WILL IMPACT OVER 16-HUNDRED NORTH TEXAS FAMILIES.  HALEY SAYS SINCE HIS FOOTBALL CAREER ENDED, IT'S ALL ABOUT HIS COMMUNITY.  THE SUPER BOWL CHAMPION'S FOUNDATION FOCUSES ON RAISING READING RATES AND WORKING WITH KIDS IN DALLAS-AREA SCHOOLS. 
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			 KLTV-ABC   Market: Tyler-Longview-Lufkin-Nacogdoches, TX (110) 


			 TEXAS @ 6:30AM			Nov 20 2020 06:30AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:55:04 AM] [0:38]  SELECTED AS POTENTIAL SITES FOR SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS.  THE LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED IN EARLY 20-21.  A MAN CONVICTED OF KILLING A NORTH TEXAS TEENAGER HAS BEEN EXECUTED.  HE IS THE EIGHTH FEDERAL INMATE TO BE PUT TO DEATH THIS YEAR AFTER BACKLASH FROM LAWMAKERS, EL PASO COUNTY SAYS THEY WILL NO LONGER USE INMATES TO HELP MOVE BODIES.  THE MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE IS NOW HIRING MORGUE ATTENDANTS.  GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT SAYS TEXAS WILL NOT BE SHUT DOWN AGAIN.  IN THE LAST 24 HOURS, THE LONE STAR STATE SET A NEW RECORD IN COVID-19 CASES.  PFIZER IS SEEKING EMERGENCY AUTHORIZATION OF ITS COVID-19 VACCINE TODAY. 
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			 KYTX-TV [CBS 19]   Market: Tyler-Longview-Lufkin-Nacogdoches, TX (110) 


			 San Antonio named one of six finalists for US Space Command HQ			Nov 20 2020 05:20AM CT 


			 


			 			San Antonio named one of six finalists for US SPACE COMMAND HQ  The Alamo City beat Houston and Fort Worth in the latest round of considerations. San Antonio one of six finalists to house US SPACE COMMAND HQ  Volume 90% SAN ANTONIO - The Alamo City has emerged as a finalist in the bid to call itself home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, according to the U.S. Air Force. PORT SAN ANTONIO joins locations in New Mexico, Nebraska, Florida, Colorado and Alabama on the short list. A final selection is expected to be announced early next year after officials with the Department of the Air Force "conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location," which were whittled down from a prior list of communities across 24 states. In a Thursday afternoon statement, Gov. Greg Abbott offered a vote of confidence in reaction to the news, saying, in part, that TEXAS is "enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation." Abbott had previously nominated Houston and Fort Worth, along with San Antonio, as Lone Star State communities equipped to house U.S. SPACE. COMMAND, which is not the same as the Space Force-the newest branch of the armed services. Closer! San Antonio is a finalist for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Senator @JohnCornyn statement below. #kens5eyewitness pic.twitter.com/4LUyO3OCcP - Sharon Ko (@SharonKoTV) November 19, 2020 #SanAntonio is a finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HQ, TX @GovAbbott confirms in a statement "strongly urging" @USAirForce to select @PortSanAntonio City officials pitched Pentagon on SA last month (below) & Gov offered state support in June letter: https://t.co/CM6WDsZCkV. @kens5 https://t.co/aQmidid3ji - erica zucco (@ericazucco) November 19, 2020 Mayor Ron Nirenberg traveled to the nation's capital in October to vouch for the city as the right spot for the HEADQUARTERS, which is provisionally operating at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs. He also tweeted out a reaction, saying he's "grateful that the officials in charge of this process see the promise of our city."  Author: David Lynch Kens
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			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:52PM CT 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, Col. Todd Benson, the U.S. Air Force Central Command director of space forces, center, leads airmen through their enlistment ceremony as they became members of the Space Force at Al-Udeid Air Base, Qatar, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020. Space Force, the first new U.S. military service since the creation of the Air Force in 1947, now has some 20 members stationed at the Qatari base in its first foreign deployment. Staff Sgt. Kayla White / U.S. Air Force via AP  (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. PORT SAN ANTONIO was home to the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, Alabama; and San Antonio, TEXAS. In June, TEXAS Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering TEXAS as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than PORT SAN ANTONIO. "Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, Abbott said. Waltz argues Florida is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both Florida and TEXAS, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. 
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			 3 News at 5 PM			Nov 20 2020 05:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[5:12:38 PM] [0:14]  STILL TO COME ON 3 NEWS 5 THIS FRIDAY CAN YOU GUESS THE TEXAS CITY IN THE RUNNING TO HOUSE THE NEW U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS?  THAT STORY IS COMING UP.  BUT FIRST CHIEF METEOROLOGIST BILL VESSEY IS HERE NOW WITH YOUR QUICK FIRST LOOK. 
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			 3 News at 5 PM			Nov 20 2020 05:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[5:20:01 PM] [1:21] THANKS.  AND SOME BIG NEWS FOR THE ALAMO CITY SAN ANTONIO IS OFFICIALLY IN THE RUNNING TO HOUSE THE NEW U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. ERICA ZUKO WITH OUR SISTER STATION IN SAN ANTONIO HAS MORE ON WHAT'S NEXT.  AND WHEN A FINAL DECISION COULD BE MADE, THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SAYS IT PLANS TO MAKE A DECISION BY EARLY 2021 SO WE COULD KNOW IN A MATTER OF MONTHS.  SAN ANTONIO WAS CHOSEN AS ONE OF SIX FINALISTS OUT OF DOZENS OF APPLICANTS IN TWENTY FOUR STATES.  OTHER SITES IN THE RUNNING INCLUDE FORMER AIR FORCE BASES AND AIRFIELDS IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, COLORADO AND ALABAMA.  SAN CITY OFFICIALS VISITED THE PENTAGON IN OCTOBER REMINDING OFFICIALS OF SAN ANTONIO'S ASSETS.  THIS WEEK THEY TOUTED SAN ANTONIO'S OFFICE OF MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS SUPPORT AVAILABLE AT PORT SAN ANTONIO AND A LARGE MILITARY COMMUNITY HERE ALREADY.  IN A LETTER THE GOVERNOR NOTED RECENTLY PASSED A TRANSITION SKILLS PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES FOR MILITARY FAMILIES AND PLEDGED THE STATE'S SUPPORT. THE NEXT STEP IS FOR THE AIR FORCE TO HOLD A NUMBER OF VIRTUAL MEETINGS AS WELL AS ONSITE VISITS BEFORE IT MAKES ITS FINAL DECISION. 
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			 6 News at Noon			Nov 20 2020 12:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[12:27:34 PM] [0:37]  WHEN WE COME BACK.  PORT SAN ANTONIO IS ON THE SHORT LIST FOR IS ON THE SHORT PORT SAN ANTONIO PORT SAN ANTONIO IS ON THE SHORT LIST FOR BECOMING THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  MILITARY BASES WERE ORIGINALLY CONSIDERED, AND THIS WEEK, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED IT NARROWED IT'S SELECTION TO SIX CITIES.  THEY INCLUDE BASES IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, ALABAMA AND COLORADO.  SEVERAL TEXAS LEADERS INCLUDING GOVERNOR ABBOTT AND SENATOR JOHN CORNYN ARE SUPPORTING THE BASE, CITING AN EXISTING LARGE PRESENCE OF CYBER AND INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITIES AND VAST PRIVATE AND PUBLIC MILITARY AND CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021. *PAUL*}FOR OUR KZTV VIEWERS, THANKS FOR JOINING US TODAY. 
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			 6 News at Sunrise 6:30am			Nov 20 2020 06:30AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:34:42 AM] [0:16]  BE SAFE AND ALLOW YOURSELF PLENTY OF TIME TO ARRIVE TO YOUR DESTINATIONS.  STILL TO COME THIS MORNING -COULD THE NEW U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS BE RIGHT HERE IN TEXAS? *VO*}AFTER THE BREAK, A LOOK AT WHAT CITY LANDED ON THE LIST OF FINALISTS. *VO*}PLUS, HOW TECHNOLOGY IS HOPING TO IMPROVE THE WAY YOU FLY OUT
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			 			[6:38:10 AM] [0:50]  PLUS, HOW TECHNOLOGY IS HOPING TO IMPROVE THE WAY YOU FLY OUT OF HOUSTON, DETAILS, AFTER THE BREAK.  PORT SAN ANTONIO IS ON THE SHORT LIST FOR BECOMING THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  MILITARY BASES WERE ORIGINALLY CONSIDERED, AND THIS WEEK, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED IT NARROWED IT'S SELECTION TO SIX CITIES.  THEY INCLUDE BASES IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, ALABAMA AND COLORADO.  SEVERAL TEXAS LEADERS INCLUDING GOVERNOR ABBOTT AND SENATOR JOHN CORNYN ARE SUPPORTING THE BASE, CITING AN EXISTING LARGE PRESENCE OF CYBER AND INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITIES AND VAST PRIVATE AND PUBLIC MILITARY AND CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  INTERNATIONAL TRAVELERS - GET READY FOR THE FUTURE AT HOUSTON'S TWO MAJOR AIRPORTS. 
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			 6 News at Sunrise 5:30am			Nov 20 2020 05:30AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:31:40 AM] [0:56]  TEXAS, IN THE LAST TWO WEEKS, ICE AGENTS ROUNDED UP 154 IMMIGRANTS AND ARRESTED 27 WHO FAILED TO LEAVE THE U-S WILLINGLY AFTER A JUDGE ORDERED VOLUNTARY DEPARTURE.  ABOUT 86% OF PEOPLE ARRESTED ALSO HAD CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS OR PENDING CHARGES.  PORT SAN ANTONIO IS ON THE SHORT LIST FOR BECOMING THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  MILITARY BASES WERE ORIGINALLY CONSIDERED, AND THIS WEEK, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED IT NARROWED IT'S SELECTION TO SIX CITIES.  THEY INCLUDE BASES IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, ALABAMA AND COLORADO.  SEVERAL TEXAS LEADERS INCLUDING GOVERNOR ABBOTT AND SENATOR JOHN CORNYN ARE SUPPORTING THE BASE, CITING AN EXISTING LARGE PRESENCE OF CYBER AND INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITIES AND VAST PRIVATE AND PUBLIC MILITARY AND CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  INTERNATIONAL TRAVELERS - GET READY FOR THE FUTURE AT HOUSTON'S TWO MAJOR AIRPORTS. 
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			 			[5:33:40 AM] [0:31]  APPLE WAS ACCUSED OF SLOWING DOWN PHONE PERFORMANCES IN 2016 AFTER DISCOVERING BATTERY ISSUES AND NOT TELLING THEIR CUSTOMERS.  THE SUIT CLAIMS THAT CUSTOMERS BOUGHT NEW PHONES.  APPLE WILL PAY OUT 113 MILLION DOLLARS IN TOTAL, 7-POINT-5 MILLION COMING TO TEXAS.  IF YOU'RE HOME BECAUSE OF THE CORONAVIRUS AND ARE RUNNING OUT OF THINGS TO DO MAY HAVE BROKEN OUT THE OLDIE BUT GOOD GAME - MONOPOLY.  IN FACT - YESTERDAY WAS NATIONAL PLAY MONOPOLY DAY. 
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			 			[5:27:57 AM] [0:15]  BE SAFE AND ALLOW YOURSELF PLENTY OF TIME TO ARRIVE TO YOUR DESTINATIONS.  STILL TO COME THIS MORNING -COULD THE NEW U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS BE RIGHT HERE IN TEXAS? *VO*}AFTER THE BREAK, A LOOK AT WHAT CITY LANDED ON THE LIST OF FINALISTS. *VO*
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			 NEWSCHANNEL 10@5:30AM			Nov 20 2020 05:30AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:43:48 AM] [0:24]  DEBRA ALFARONE HAS DETAILS ON THE TRUMP CAMPAIGN'S LATEST CLAIMS.  DID YOU ALL WATCH MY COUSIN VINNY?  DURING AN ANIMATED PRESS CONFERENCE AT REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE HEADQUARTERS YESTERDAY.  I KNOW CRIMES, I CAN SMELL THEM.  THE TRUMP CAMPAIGN AGAIN FAILED TO PRESENT EVIDENCE OF WIDESPREAD VOTER FRAUD AND CAST FURTHER UNSUBSTANTIATE D ALLEGATIONS. 
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			 			[5:46:08 AM] [0:28]  THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS FOR THE SPACE.  AMONG THE SIX LOCATIONS ON THE LIST ARE KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO AND PORT SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS.  SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES FROM ACROSS TWENTY-FOUR STATES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 20-21.  FORMER PRESIDENT OBAMA'S NEW MEMOIR BROKE RECORDS WITH ITS RELEASE. 
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			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:42PM CT 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, Col. Todd Benson, the U.S. Air Force Central Command director of space forces, center, leads airmen through their enlistment ceremony as they became members of the Space Force at Al-Udeid Air Base, Qatar, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020. Space Force, the first new U.S. military service since the creation of the Air Force in 1947, now has some 20 members stationed at the Qatari base in its first foreign deployment. (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. PORT SAN ANTONIO was home to the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, Alabama; and San Antonio, TEXAS. In June, TEXAS Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering TEXAS as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than PORT SAN ANTONIO. "Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS, Abbott said. Waltz argues Florida is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both Florida and TEXAS, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. 
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			 CBS 7 NEWS at 4pm			Nov 20 2020 04:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[4:06:47 PM] [0:59]  MEANWHILE LAWMAKERS ON BOTH SIDES HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERNS THAT THE PRESIDENT IS DAMAGING.  PUBLIC FAITH IN THE INTEGRITY OF US ELECTIONS.  SPACE FORCE IS STILL HAPPENING IN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NOW NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORTLIST CONSIST OF 6 LOCATIONS KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO.  OFTEN AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN FLORIDA.  PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO PORT, SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS AND REDSTONE ARMY AIR FIELD IN ALABAMA SELF NOMINATING COMMITTEES FROM ACROSS 24 STATES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS.  THE AIR FORCE IS EXPECTED TO HAVE A PLACE CHOSEN BY EARLY 2021.  NASA IS LAUNCHING A NEW SATELLITE INTO SPACE THAT WILL MONITOR GLOBAL SEA LEVELS SENTINEL MIKE A CENTRAL 6 MICHAEL FREELY IS DESIGNED AS DESIGNED DESIGNED IT TO MONITOR EARTH'S OCEANS. 
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			 San Antonio named one of six finalists for US Space Command HQ			Nov 20 2020 07:08PM CT 


			 


			 			San Antonio named one of six finalists for US SPACE COMMAND HQ  The Alamo City beat Houston and Fort Worth in the latest round of considerations.  Volume 90% David Lynch (KENS 5) 4:29 PM CST November 19, 2020 12:57 PM CST November 20, 2020 SAN ANTONIO - The Alamo City has emerged as a finalist in the bid to call itself home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, according to the U.S. Air Force. PORT SAN ANTONIO joins locations in New Mexico, Nebraska, Florida, Colorado and Alabama on the short list. A final selection is expected to be announced early next year after officials with the Department of the Air Force "conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location," which were whittled down from a prior list of communities across 24 states.
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:15PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:15PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force  Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist.
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			 			San Antonio Being Considered for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  The United States SPACE COMMAND looking to establish a new HEADQUARTERS in one of six U.S. cities. Among the finalists is San Antonio.  Specifically, PORT SAN ANTONIO is being considered as a site for a planned SPACECOM HQ. Stars and Stripes reports that the Air Force is also weighing the pros and cons of setting up SPACECOM at Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, and Redstone Arsenal in Alabama. Air Force officials are currently assessing each location's potential based on factors including infrastructure capacity and community support, and they're expected to make a decision in early 2021. In the mean time, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colorado will serve as a temporary HQ for at least six years. The San Antonio Express News reports that around 1,400 military and civilian personnel would be assigned to the new HEADQUARTERS. San Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg told the Express News he thinks his city's chances are "as good or better" than any of the other candidates. Governor Greg Abbott agrees. In a statement issued Thursday, Abbott wrote, "The Department of the Air Force will find no better location for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND than PORT SAN ANTONIO. Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS. I strongly urge the Department of the Air Force to choose PORT SAN ANTONIO as the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Wherever SPACECOM lands, it will be the U.S. HQ for the combat command of satellites, radar, and other high-tech assets that assist all branches of our armed. forces in every day operations and critical missions. Given TEXAS' history with the space program, it seems like a natural fit to me. LOOK: 100 years of American military history 100 years of military history In honor of Veterans Day, Stacker looked at information from the Defense Manpower Data Center, the U.S. Census historical population tables, and the St. Louis Federal Reserve to see how the military has changed over the years. By comparing data sets (last updated 2019) we were able to determine the percentage of Americans enlisted in the military and the number of Americans in each military branch every year from 1917 to 2019. 
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			 			[Pictured: The signing of the Treaty of Versailles on June 28, 1919] 1920: National Defense Act amended - Army strength: 204,292 people - Navy strength: 121,845 people - Marine Corps strength: 17,165 people - Air Force strength: Not yet formed - Total strength: 343,302 people - Percent of population enlisted: 0.32% Congress in. 1920 passed an amendment to the National Defense Act, which rejected the concept of an expandable "Regular Army" and called for the U.S. Army to have three main divisions: the standing Regular Army, National Guard, and Organized Reserves. [Pictured: Officers of the 8th Surveillance Squadron, McAllen Field, TEXAS, 1920] 1921: The Unknown Soldier - Army strength: 230,725 people - Navy strength: 132,827 people - Marine Corps strength: 22,990 people - Air Force strength: Not yet formed - Total strength: 386,542 people - Percent of population enlisted: 0.36% Congress approved the burial. of an unidentified body from World War I on March 4, 1921, at Arlington National Cemetery. The "Unknown Soldier" commemorates the 116,516 American soldiers killed in World War I, many of whose bodies were never identified. 
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			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered as a place to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque and bases in Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. 
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			 			[6:09:00 PM] [0:15]  THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE HAS NARROWED DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS TO SIX LOCATIONS.  ONE OF THOSE IS PORT SAN ANTONIO.  OTHER POSSIBLE LOCATIONS ARE IN NEW MEXICO NEBRASKA FLORIDA COLORADO AND ALABAMA.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021. 
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			 			[6:49:54 AM] [0:25]  CHASE: THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NARROWING DOWN THE LIST OF POSSIBLITIES FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORT LIST CONSISTS OF SIX LOCATIONS IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, COLORADO, TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  SELF NOMINATED COMMUNITIES WERE ALSO EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HQ.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  5,152   			 Ad Value:  $75   			 Calc Ad Value:  $62   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $188   			 Runtime:  0:25   			 








			 


			 


			 85. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 KSWO-ABC   Market: Wichita Falls, TX-Lawton, OK (149) 


			 GOOD MORNING TEXOMA @ 5AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:49:20 AM] [0:29]  CHASE: THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NARROWING DOWN THE LIST OF POSSIBILITIES FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORT LIST CONSISTS OF SIX LOCATIONS IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, COLORADO, TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  SELF NOMINATED COMMUNITIES WERE ALSO EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HQ.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 05:42PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  42,502   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $167   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $501   			 Word Count:  286   			 Average Stay:  53.46   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  219,317   			 Page Views:  264,189   








			 


			 


			 87. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 Laredo Morning Times - LMT Online   Market: Laredo, TX (186) 


			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:01PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 Laredo Morning Times - LMT Online   Market: Laredo, TX (186) 


			 Express Briefing: To fill rooms, S.A. hotels get creative			Nov 20 2020 01:31PM CT 


			 


			 			Guests stay at least 6 feet from one another, of course. The nightly performances are unique, but the hotel's efforts to bring in new guests isn't.Randy Diamond explores the ways local hotels are trying new things to keep rooms full. The Air Force said Thursday that San Antonio had made its short list for cities competing to be the new home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS. The Alamo City wasamong six cities on the list and was the only TEXAS site to make the list. The command HEADQUARTERS will have roughly 1,400 military and civilian personnel assigned to it. Some 50 communities were evaluated before the cut was reduced to six, the Air Force said Thursday. It expects to make a final decision early next year. 
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			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration.
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			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and PORT SAN ANTONIO in TEXAS. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 			San Antonio on shortlist, but not the presumed favorite, for US SPACE COMMAND HQ  Port SA one of six possible locations, including provisional location in Colorado Springs  SAN ANTONIO  PORT SAN ANTONIO has made the shortlist for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, but it faces some stiff competition. It's one of six locations around the country being considered, including Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colo., which the Air Force said in a news release "will remain the provisional location.until a permanent location is selected and facilities are ready to support the mission." Peterson is one of four bases in three states where SPACE COMMAND, temporarily HEADQUARTERED in Colorado Springs, has personnel and functions.  Here's what I have heard, through my contacts, is that possession is nine-tenths of the law, and Colorado Springs - it's theirs to lose. I mean, that's what I have heard," said Juan Ayala, San Antonio's director of military and veteran affairs and a retired Marine major general. 
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			 			Bipartisan support rallying around San Antonio as a finalist for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  The Air Force on Thursday announced that Military City, U.S.A is in the running with five other bases: Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado; Patrick Air Force Base in Florida; Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico; Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska; and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama.  The six spots were narrowed down from about 50. The Air Force is planning to announce the future home of the military SPACE COMMAND by early next year. If San Antonio is picked, the HEADQUARTERS will be LOCATED at PORT SAN ANTONIO, formerly KELLY AIR FORCE BASE, according to the San Antonio Express-News. U.S. SPACE COMMAND was created as the 11th combat command in August 2019 and will protect and defend from above the Earth's atmosphere. Nirenberg traveled with a small group to meet with Pentagon leaders in October to make a pitch for the city. TEXAS politicians for both parties reacted positively to news that San Antonio was one of the finalists. Nirenberg tweeted coverage by the Express-News saying he is "very grateful" officials are considering San Antonio's "promise" as a city.
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			 			[4:49:53 PM] [1:46]  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S.  8 PERCENT BUT THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS STILL ABOUT 3.5 PERCENT UP FROM THIS TIME.  LAST YEAR AND SOME ECONOMISTS SAY THE NEW WAVE OF CORONAVIRUS CASES COULD FURTHER.  THREATEN THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY.  SOURCE.  BACK WITH US NOW TO WEIGH IN ON HOW THE PANDEMIC IS AFFECTING.  THE TEXAS ECONOMY JEREMY WALLACE OF THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE IN SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS NEWS AND JAMES PARAGON WITH THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS.  THANKS FOR STICKING AROUND AND JAMES STATE BUDGET WRITERS ARE EXPECTING TO START OUT.  BILLIONS OF DOLLARS SHORT NEXT YEAR.  WHAT DO YOU THINK?  THEY LOOK 1ST FOR ADDITIONAL REVENUE STREAMS.  DATATREND.  WE'VE SEEN HERE IN.  TEXAS IS WHEN THERE'S A WHEN THERE'S A BUDGET ISSUE IN THE 1ST PLACE.  TO LOOK IS TO CUT GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND SO I THINK YOU KNOW.  I KNOW THERE'S BEEN TALK A LOT PARTICULARLY FROM DEMOCRATS GAMBLING LAWS.  LOOSENING GAMBLING GAMBLING LOSSES SEEN AS AVAILABLE OR SOMETHING TO GAMBLING AND ALSO ABOUT THE LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA.  JUST LOOKING AT WHERE THE STATE IS POLITICALLY.  AND READ THE LAST ELECTIONS FOR NOVEMBER.  I DON'T SEE THAT HAPPENING COM IF YOU TALK ABOUT MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION OUTRIGHT.  TEXAS SENATE YOU'LL GET LAST OUT OF THEIR HOME AND SO I THINK WE'RE GOING TO SEE IS CUTS AND.  I THINK PEOPLE NEED TO PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR THAT PARTICULARLY PROBABLY WITH MEDICAID.  OR SCHOOLS AND SO I THINK THAT'S REALLY WHAT WE NEED TO BE PREPARING OURSELVES FOR. 
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			 			[4:51:57 PM] [0:13]  I THINK YOU KNOW THE BIG PROBLEM IS YOU KNOW FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA OR ANYTHING.  MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION?  THAT IS A REALLY TOUGH HILL TO CLIMB IN THE TEXAS SENATE.  AS YOU OUT IS VERY CONSERVATIVE THERE STILL AND.  I AM NOT SURE IF THEY'RE READY FOR THAT. 
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			 			[4:52:33 PM] [0:09]  OF.  WHAT?  THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE HAS TO OPERATE WITH US.  SO WE KNOW IN TERMS OF YOU KNOW WHAT CHANGING THE SAYING?  I THINK IS REALLY SMART. 
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			 			[11:49:53 AM] [1:46]  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S.  8 PERCENT BUT THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS STILL ABOUT 3.5 PERCENT UP FROM THIS TIME.  LAST YEAR AND SOME ECONOMISTS SAY THE NEW WAVE OF CORONAVIRUS CASES COULD FURTHER.  THREATEN THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY.  SOURCE.  BACK WITH US NOW TO WEIGH IN ON HOW THE PANDEMIC IS AFFECTING.  THE TEXAS ECONOMY JEREMY WALLACE OF THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE IN SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS NEWS AND JAMES PARAGON WITH THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS.  THANKS FOR STICKING AROUND AND JAMES STATE BUDGET WRITERS ARE EXPECTING TO START OUT.  BILLIONS OF DOLLARS SHORT NEXT YEAR.  WHAT DO YOU THINK?  THEY LOOK 1ST FOR ADDITIONAL REVENUE STREAMS.  DATATREND.  WE'VE SEEN HERE IN.  TEXAS IS WHEN THERE'S A WHEN THERE'S A BUDGET ISSUE IN THE 1ST PLACE.  TO LOOK IS TO CUT GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND SO I THINK YOU KNOW.  I KNOW THERE'S BEEN TALK A LOT PARTICULARLY FROM DEMOCRATS GAMBLING LAWS.  LOOSENING GAMBLING GAMBLING LOSSES SEEN AS AVAILABLE OR SOMETHING TO GAMBLING AND ALSO ABOUT THE LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA.  JUST LOOKING AT WHERE THE STATE IS POLITICALLY.  AND READ THE LAST ELECTIONS FOR NOVEMBER.  I DON'T SEE THAT HAPPENING COM IF YOU TALK ABOUT MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION OUTRIGHT.  TEXAS SENATE YOU'LL GET LAST OUT OF THEIR HOME AND SO I THINK WE'RE GOING TO SEE IS CUTS AND.  I THINK PEOPLE NEED TO PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR THAT PARTICULARLY PROBABLY WITH MEDICAID.  OR SCHOOLS AND SO I THINK THAT'S REALLY WHAT WE NEED TO BE PREPARING OURSELVES FOR. 
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			 			[11:51:57 AM] [0:13]  I THINK YOU KNOW THE BIG PROBLEM IS YOU KNOW FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA OR ANYTHING.  MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION?  THAT IS A REALLY TOUGH HILL TO CLIMB IN THE TEXAS SENATE.  AS YOU OUT IS VERY CONSERVATIVE THERE STILL AND.  I AM NOT SURE IF THEY'RE READY FOR THAT. 
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			 			[11:52:33 AM] [0:09]  OF.  WHAT?  THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE HAS TO OPERATE WITH US.  SO WE KNOW IN TERMS OF YOU KNOW WHAT CHANGING THE SAYING?  I THINK IS REALLY SMART. 
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			 4 PM SN-AUS			Nov 21 2020 04:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[4:50:03 PM] [0:16]  HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S. 
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			 			[11:50:01 AM] [0:17]  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S. 
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			 			[6:18:59 PM] [1:51]  ONLY OTHER PROPOSALS THAT WOULD HAVE COVERED CONSENT GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION FAILED.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S.  8 PERCENT BUT THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS STILL ABOUT 3.5 PERCENT UP FROM THIS TIME.  LAST YEAR AND SOME ECONOMISTS SAY THE NEW WAVE OF CORONAVIRUS CASES COULD FURTHER.  THREATEN THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY.  SOURCE.  BACK WITH US NOW TO WEIGH IN ON HOW THE PANDEMIC IS AFFECTING.  THE TEXAS ECONOMY JEREMY WALLACE OF THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE IN SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS NEWS AND JAMES PARAGON WITH THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS.  THANKS FOR STICKING AROUND AND JAMES STATE BUDGET WRITERS ARE EXPECTING TO START OUT.  BILLIONS OF DOLLARS SHORT NEXT YEAR.  WHAT DO YOU THINK?  THEY LOOK 1ST FOR ADDITIONAL REVENUE STREAMS.  DATATREND.  WE'VE SEEN HERE IN.  TEXAS IS WHEN THERE'S A WHEN THERE'S A BUDGET ISSUE IN THE 1ST PLACE.  TO LOOK IS TO CUT GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND SO I THINK YOU KNOW.  I KNOW THERE'S BEEN TALK A LOT PARTICULARLY FROM DEMOCRATS GAMBLING LAWS.  LOOSENING GAMBLING GAMBLING LOSSES SEEN AS AVAILABLE OR SOMETHING TO GAMBLING AND ALSO ABOUT THE LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA.  JUST LOOKING AT WHERE THE STATE IS POLITICALLY.  AND READ THE LAST ELECTIONS FOR NOVEMBER.  I DON'T SEE THAT HAPPENING COM IF YOU TALK ABOUT MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION OUTRIGHT.  TEXAS SENATE YOU'LL GET LAST OUT OF THEIR HOME AND SO I THINK WE'RE GOING TO SEE IS CUTS AND.  I THINK PEOPLE NEED TO PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR THAT PARTICULARLY PROBABLY WITH MEDICAID.  OR SCHOOLS AND SO I THINK THAT'S REALLY WHAT WE NEED TO BE PREPARING OURSELVES FOR. 
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			 			[6:21:04 PM] [0:13]  I THINK YOU KNOW THE BIG PROBLEM IS YOU KNOW FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA OR ANYTHING.  MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION?  THAT IS A REALLY TOUGH HILL TO CLIMB IN THE TEXAS SENATE.  AS YOU OUT IS VERY CONSERVATIVE THERE STILL AND.  I AM NOT SURE IF THEY'RE READY FOR THAT. 
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			 			[6:21:40 PM] [0:09]  OF.  WHAT?  THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE HAS TO OPERATE WITH US.  SO WE KNOW IN TERMS OF YOU KNOW WHAT CHANGING THE SAYING?  I THINK IS REALLY SMART. 
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			 			[4:49:53 PM] [1:52]  ONLY OTHER PROPOSALS THAT WOULD HAVE COVERED CONSENT GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION FAILED.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S.  8 PERCENT BUT THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS STILL ABOUT 3.5 PERCENT UP FROM THIS TIME.  LAST YEAR AND SOME ECONOMISTS SAY THE NEW WAVE OF CORONAVIRUS CASES COULD FURTHER.  THREATEN THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY.  SOURCE.  BACK WITH US NOW TO WEIGH IN ON HOW THE PANDEMIC IS AFFECTING.  THE TEXAS ECONOMY JEREMY WALLACE OF THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE IN SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS NEWS AND JAMES PARAGON WITH THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS.  THANKS FOR STICKING AROUND AND JAMES STATE BUDGET WRITERS ARE EXPECTING TO START OUT.  BILLIONS OF DOLLARS SHORT NEXT YEAR.  WHAT DO YOU THINK?  THEY LOOK 1ST FOR ADDITIONAL REVENUE STREAMS.  DATATREND.  WE'VE SEEN HERE IN.  TEXAS IS WHEN THERE'S A WHEN THERE'S A BUDGET ISSUE IN THE 1ST PLACE.  TO LOOK IS TO CUT GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND SO I THINK YOU KNOW.  I KNOW THERE'S BEEN TALK A LOT PARTICULARLY FROM DEMOCRATS GAMBLING LAWS.  LOOSENING GAMBLING GAMBLING LOSSES SEEN AS AVAILABLE OR SOMETHING TO GAMBLING AND ALSO ABOUT THE LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA.  JUST LOOKING AT WHERE THE STATE IS POLITICALLY.  AND READ THE LAST ELECTIONS FOR NOVEMBER.  I DON'T SEE THAT HAPPENING COM IF YOU TALK ABOUT MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION OUTRIGHT.  TEXAS SENATE YOU'LL GET LAST OUT OF THEIR HOME AND SO I THINK WE'RE GOING TO SEE IS CUTS AND.  I THINK PEOPLE NEED TO PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR THAT PARTICULARLY PROBABLY WITH MEDICAID.  OR SCHOOLS AND SO I THINK THAT'S REALLY WHAT WE NEED TO BE PREPARING OURSELVES FOR. 
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			 			[4:51:57 PM] [0:13]  I THINK YOU KNOW THE BIG PROBLEM IS YOU KNOW FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA OR ANYTHING.  MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION?  THAT IS A REALLY TOUGH HILL TO CLIMB IN THE TEXAS SENATE.  AS YOU OUT IS VERY CONSERVATIVE THERE STILL AND.  I AM NOT SURE IF THEY'RE READY FOR THAT. 
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			 			[4:52:33 PM] [0:08]  OF.  WHAT?  THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE HAS TO OPERATE WITH US.  SO WE KNOW IN TERMS OF YOU KNOW WHAT CHANGING THE SAYING?  I THINK IS REALLY SMART. 
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			 			[6:19:05 PM] [0:28]  ONLY OTHER PROPOSALS THAT WOULD HAVE COVERED CONSENT GENDER IDENTITY AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION FAILED.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED SAN ANTONIO AS 1 OF 6 FINALISTS.  FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND OVERSEES THE MILITARY'S SPACE BASED OPERATIONS.  THE AIR FORCE IS SET TO MAKE A FINAL DECISION IN JANUARY.  AND TEXAS IS UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPPED TO NEARLY 7 PERCENT IN OCTOBER.  IT'S AN IMPROVEMENT FROM.  SEPTEMBER'S. 
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			 			[8:32:38 AM] [1:20]  SAN ANTONIO IS ON THE SHORT LIST FOR BECOMING THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  MILITARY BASES WERE ORIGINALLY CONSIDERED, AND THIS PAST WEEK, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED IT NARROWED IT'S SELECTION TO SIX CITIES.  THEY INCLUDE BASES IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, FLORIDA, ALABAMA AND COLORADO.  SEVERAL TEXAS LEADERS INCLUDING GOVERNOR ABBOTT AND SENATOR JOHN CORNYN ARE SUPPORTING THE BASE, CITING AN EXISTING LARGE PRESENCE OF CYBER AND INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITIES AND VAST PRIVATE AND PUBLIC MILITARY AND CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  IS GETTING MILLIONS OF DOLLARS FROM APPLE.  IT'S NOT A CHRISTMAS GIFT THOUGH.  THE COMPANY DECIDED TO SETTLE A LAWSUIT FILED BY 30 MULTI-STATE ATTORNEY GENERALS.  APPLE WAS ACCUSED OF SLOWING DOWN PHONE PERFORMANCES IN 2016 AFTER DISCOVERING BATTERY ISSUES AND NOT TELLING THEIR CUSTOMERS.  THE SUIT CLAIMS THAT CUSTOMERS BOUGHT NEW PHONES.  APPLE WILL PAY OUT 113 MILLION DOLLARS IN TOTAL, 7-POINT-5 MILLION COMING TO TEXAS.  ONCE AGAIN FOR A LOOK AT WHAT THE WEATHER WILL BE LIKE FOR THE DAY AND WEEK AHEAD.  METEROLOGIST TOM HARRIS IS IN THE HOUSE, WITH MORE. 
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			 Why San Antonio leaders think the city has a shot at landing the Space Command			Nov 23 2020 12:03PM CT 


			 


			 			Why San Antonio leaders think the city has a shot at landing the SPACE COMMAND  Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Charles Q. Brown (center right) speaks with Mayor Ron Nirenberg during a meeting last month at the Pentagon. Credit: Courtesy / U.S. Air Force - Eric Dietrich  When the space shuttle Columbia journeyed across the country atop a NASA 747 in 1979 and stopped over in San Antonio for refueling on the way to the Kennedy Space Center in Florida, more than 200,000 people went out to greet the spacecraft. Four decades later, the United States space mission could return to the same airfield if local leaders can convince the Department of Defense that the SPACE COMMAND belongs in Military City U.S.A. On Thursday, the Air Force announced PORT SAN ANTONIO was among six finalists to house the SPACE COMMAND.  a functional command of the Space Force, which was established in December 2019 by the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act. It was the news San Antonio leaders had been working toward. Recognizing the potential economic boon the command could deliver, 50 cities submitted proposals in a bidding process that allowed any state with large military bases to compete for the command, which is currently based at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado. In addition to Peterson and PORT SAN ANTONIO, the other finalists are Kirtland AFB in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama. The only other TEXAS cities in the running, both Fort Worth and Dallas, were eliminated. The selection comes less than a month after a delegation of City and economic development leaders traveled to Washington, D.C., to meet with Pentagon officials and senior officers and advocate for San Antonio. The meetings included the chief of space operations and the principal deputy assistant secretary for Air Force Installations as well as people who know San Antonio well: Gen. Charles Q. Brown, chief of staff of the Air Force and a San Antonio native, and Shon Manasco, acting undersecretary of the Air Force and a former executive at USAA. Supporting national defense Gen. Juan Ayala, a retired Marine Corps officer and director of military and veteran affairs for the City of San Antonio, was the first person to get the call that the Port had made the cut. San Antonio had made it onto a shortlist that the delegation was expecting to include 10 contenders, not just six, and Ayala believes the D.C. visit is what caught the attention of decision-makers. "A four-star general looked at me said, 'He's the only mayor from a city that's come down to see us,'" Ayala said. "That was a great effort by our team to pull that off and I think it made a difference." The effort was made because landing the SPACE COMMAND would be a "huge win" for San Antonio, Nirenberg told the San Antonio Report. Not only would it be a point of pride and prestige for a city so heavily involved in the nation's defense, but it would bring the space mission to the city where 57 years earlier John F. Kennedy honored aerospace pioneers hours before he was assassinated. It also would mean at least 1,400 well-paid jobs and opportunities for growth in the private sector as well. The Air Force set criteria for the SPACE COMMAND that includes workforce qualifications, infrastructure requirements, community support, and development costs to the Air Force. Points are attached for scoring a city based on each set of criteria. "What they're looking for is the place where the U.S. SPACE COMMAND can develop and grow into this next era and I don't think there's a better city or a better community out there than San Antonio for that effort," Nirenberg said. "For us, it's about great jobs here for a long time. It's about growing our profile in the spectrum of national defense, which is not only inside the wider military operations, but is also private-sector economies developing." In the meetings in Washington, D.C., and in a proposal submitted to the Air Force, the mayor and the city's economic development leaders have. focused on how well San Antonio and the business community serve "both the military mission and the people behind it," including 190,000 veterans who make their home in the area, said Jenna Saucedo-Herrera, president and CEO of the San Antonio Economic Development Foundation. A letter to the secretary of the Air Force notes efforts by USAA, H-E-B, and Valero to support veterans and their families. "We also talked about how we live the affordable good life in San Antonio and how we have what it takes to accommodate the quality of life that we believe military families are looking for," she said. Air Force cadets march along Commerce Street during the annual Veterans Day Parade in 2016. Space Force mission The mission of the U.S. Space Force is to organize, train, and equip space forces in order to protect U.S. and allied interests in space. The newest branch of the military is responsible for developing military space professionals, acquiring military space systems, maturing the military doctrine for space power, and organizing space forces for the military's combatant commands. The SPACE COMMAND that San Antonio is vying for is not the Space Force, which will remain HEADQUARTERED at the Pentagon. It is an organizational unit similar to those in other service branches, such as the Illinois-based Transportation Command, which manages mobility for the military. SPACE COMMAND will conduct operations in space. Thus, a community such as San Antonio that's already invested in space and technology projects could be desirable for its home base, Saucedo-Herrera said. A number of institutions fit that bill, and one of those is the Southwest Research Institute. In the last five years, NASA has awarded the independent nonprofit research organization and 23 other San Antonio companies, universities, and organizations more than $1.3 billion in grants and contracts. In addition, the University of TEXAS at San Antonio is leading the city's burgeoning cybersecurity community and is now the No. 1 cybersecurity program in the nation. Only cities within 25 miles of a military base were eligible to bid for the SPACE COMMAND, and San Antonio's distinction of having the largest concentration of military installations in the U.S. more than checks the box. Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA) is the lead agency for one Army post, two large Air Force bases, and eight other operating locations in San Antonio. San Antonio's tech capabilities exist in these "behind the fences" spaces as well. The 16th Air Force, which is responsible for information warfare, intelligence gathering and analysis, and cyberwarfare, is HEADQUARTERED at JBSA-Lackland - adjacent to the former Kelly AFB, where the Columbia dropped in for a visit 41 years ago. PORT SAN ANTONIO Closed in 2001, Kelly AFB today is known as PORT SAN ANTONIO, a 1,900-acre commercial and industrial campus with over 80 tenant companies involved in aerospace, defense, global logistics, manufacturing, cybersecurity, and education.
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			 Texas site among six finalists for U.S. Space Command Headquarters			Nov 23 2020 10:07PM CT 


			 


			 			TEXAS site among six finalists for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  U.S. SPACE COMMAND Basing Nomination Graphic. (U.S. Air Force Graphic by Rosario "Charo" Gutierrez)  The Department of the Air Force announced Friday, Nov. 19, that six finalists were chosen for the location of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. PORT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, was included in the list of finalists along with Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mexico; Offutt AFB, Nebraska; Patrick AFB, Florida, Peterson AFB, Colorado; and Redstone Army Airfield, Alabama. Governor Greg Abbot reacted to the news by issuing the following statement: "The Department of the Air Force will find no better location for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND than PORT SAN ANTONIO. Not only does the state of TEXAS have the resources, universities and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celbrated tradition of military service and innovation in TEXAS. I strongly urge the Department of the Air Force to choose PORT SAN ANTONIO as the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Communities from 24 states were evaluated as potential HEADQUARTERS locations, according to the U.S. Air Force. Virtual and on-site visits to the finalist locations for assessment as to which would best serve as HOST for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. The assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support and costs to the Department of Defense. PORT SAN ANTONIO is a 1,900-acre technology and innovation campus just southwest of downtown San Antonio, according to its website. With over 80 tenant customers, employing more than 14,000 people; together they generate over $5 billion in annual economic activity in the region. The site is home to a variety of global industries including aerospace, defense, global logistics, manufacturing, cybersecurity and education. The selection of the preferred location for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS is expected in early 202, according to the Department of the Air Force. Until a permanent location is chosen and facilities are ready to support the mission, Peterson AFB will remain the provisional location for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  Author: Michelle Dillon
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			 Cornyn urges Air Force secretary to select San Antonio for Space Command HQ			Nov 24 2020 12:20AM CT 


			 


			 			Cornyn urges Air Force secretary to select San Antonio for SPACE COMMAND HQ  AUSTIN, TEXAS  U.S. Senator John Cornyn on Monday sent a letter to Secretary of the Air Force Barbara Barrett in support of selecting San Antonio for U.S. SPACE COMMAND'S future HEADQUARTERS.  Cornyn announced last week that San Antonio is one of six finalists for the HEADQUARTERS. "San Antonio, also known as Military City, USA, has a rich legacy of military service and the largest presence of cyber and intelligence capabilities outside of the national capital region. It is the ideal location for SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS, Cornyn wrote in the letter. "Home to thousands of service members, military families, and veterans, the city is a critical leader in defending our nation and has the necessary resources and infrastructure to fulfill SPACECOM's unique needs. Joint Base San Antonio played a historic role in the U.S. Space Force's nascent history by hosting its first recruits for basic military training and is a natural fit for SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS."San Antonio's thriving space, defense, and technology industries are clear evidence of its business-friendly environment. The city is home to several top-tier universities already working with the Department of Defense on high-priority research and leading the way with groundbreaking innovations in everything from artificial intelligence to vaccine development. The vibrant industries in San Antonio paired with its diverse population and unique culture would provide SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS with a large pool of highly-skilled, mission-driven workers." The U.S. Air Force will now work with the City of San Antonio to further evaluate the location and expects to make a. final decision in January. The full text of the letter can be read below: Dear Secretary Barrett: Thank you for selecting San Antonio as a finalist for United States SPACE COMMAND (SPACECOM) HEADQUARTERS. San Antonio fully meets SPACECOM's selection criteria, and I strongly endorse its application. San Antonio, also known as Military City, USA, has a rich legacy of military service and the largest presence of cyber and intelligence capabilities outside of the national capital region. It is the ideal location for SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS. Home to thousands of servicemembers, military families, and veterans, the city is a critical leader in defending our nation and has the necessary resources and infrastructure to fulfill SPACECOM's unique needs. Joint Base San Antonio played a historic role in the U.S. Space Force's nascent history by hosting its first recruits for basic military training and is a natural fit for SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS. San Antonio's thriving space, defense, and technology industries are clear evidence of its business-friendly environment. The city is home to several top-tier universities already working with the Department of Defense on high-priority research and leading the way with groundbreaking innovations in everything from artificial intelligence to vaccine development. The vibrant industries in San Antonio paired with its diverse population and unique culture would provide SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS with a large pool of highly-skilled, mission-driven workers. Because of the Air Force's strong presence in San Antonio, you'll find a proud, patriotic, and military-friendly community ready to work with the U.S. Space Force to ensure it has the resources and support it needs to succeed in its critical mission to protect our country. It's no secret San Antonio's population is growing every day as families flock toward its excellent schools, housing, and unparalleled quality of life. You will not find a better city to HOST SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS. I would fully support your selection of San Antonio as a future location for SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS. Thank you for your leadership and attention to this important issue. Sincerely,
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			 Cornyn Urges Air Force Head To Place Space Force HQ In San Antonio			Nov 24 2020 01:34PM CT 


			 


			 			Cornyn Urges Air Force Head To Place Space Force HQ In San Antonio  Senator John Cornyn is doing what he can to bring the future HEADQUARTERS of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND to San Antonio. The TEXAS Republican sent a letter on Monday to Secretary of the Air Force Barbara Barrett to tout the selection of the Alamo City. Cornyn announced last week that San Antonio is on the short list of six cities that are finalists for the HEADQUARTERS. The Air Force is expected to make its final decision in January.  Photo: Getty Images
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			 Cornyn Urges USAF Head To Place Space Force HQ In Texas			Nov 24 2020 03:54PM CT 


			 


			 			Cornyn Urges USAF Head To Place Space Force HQ In TEXAS  Senator John Cornyn is doing what he can to bring the future HEADQUARTERS of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND to San Antonio.  The TEXAS Republican sent a letter on Monday to Secretary of the Air Force Barbara Barrett to tout the selection of the Alamo City. Cornyn announced last week that San Antonio is on the short list of six cities that are finalists for the HEADQUARTERS. The Air Force is expected to make its final decision in January.
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			 			Cornyn Urges Air Force Head To Place Space Force HQ In San Antonio  Senator John Cornyn is doing what he can to bring the future HEADQUARTERS of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND to San Antonio. The TEXAS Republican sent a letter on Monday to Secretary of the Air Force Barbara Barrett to tout the selection of the Alamo City. Cornyn announced last week that San Antonio is on the short list of six cities that are finalists for the HEADQUARTERS. The Air Force is expected to make its final decision in January.  Photo: Getty Images
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			 			PORT SAN ANTONIO hailed as ideal space to launch SPACE COMMAND  PORT SAN ANTONIO, LOCATED on the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE, is one of six locations on the the final list of locations looking to house the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Credit: Scott Ball / San Antonio Report  SPACE COMMAND will direct military operations in outer space, but its new and permanent home will be one of six cities on Earth, and local leaders believe PORT SAN ANTONIO is best suited to support its mission. The Air Force recently announced PORT SAN ANTONIO made it onto the final list of locations looking to house the SPACE COMMAND, a functional command of the Space Force, which was established nearly a year ago. "We were really excited to see that we were specifically identified, because it's validation of a lot of the work that we've been doing with the companies that are doing these high-tech applications or military missions," said Jim Perschbach, president and CEO of PORT SAN ANTONIO, the former military base. turned tech and industrial hub. "We are on the cusp of some amazing things happening in the next 50 years, and a lot of the potential of converging and connecting those technologies exists right here in San Antonio." Until now, SPACE COMMAND has been based at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colorado, one of the. six finalists. The others are Kirtland AFB in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama. But that could change early next year after Department of Defense (DoD) decision-makers have made site visits to each location, evaluated each city and finalist according to a set of criteria, and selected a HEADQUARTERS location. If they choose San Antonio, the command would bring at least 1,400 jobs to the region and attract related industries and development. SPACE COMMAND would give San Antonio its fifth major command, joining the Air Education and Training Command at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, and Army North, Army South, and the Army's Installation Management Command, all at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston. For SPACE COMMAND, the location would provide immediate access to mission-oriented facilities, technologies, and capabilities in place at PORT SAN ANTONIO and proximity to resources such as the Southwest Research Institute, the 16th Air Force, and academic institutions across the city. "The SPACE COMMAND pursuit is really exciting because whenever you have the opportunity to bring a HEADQUARTERS to a facility, it gets everybody's attention," Perschbach said. "But a HEADQUARTERS, whether it's [military or corporate], tends to be relatively small and relatively administrative. The real prize is where the work is being done, where people are developing those technologies and buying solutions and putting people to work. PORT SAN ANTONIO'S past life Proposed by local leaders as the specific site for SPACE COMMAND in San Antonio, the Port stands out as the only finalist that. s not an Air Force base, though in some ways, it resembles one. Home to KELLY AIR FORCE BASE from 1917 until 2001, the Port is a sprawling campus with an industrial airport and runways, a rail port and rail service, massive plane hangars, mixed-use office buildings, and even housing. It sits adjacent to the fenced JBSA-Lackland, and nearly half of the Port's 14,000 workers are Air Force personnel, including those who work for the Air Force's Cyber Command, the Air Force Medical Operations Agency, and the Air Force Civil Engineer Center. Nevertheless, the Port operates independently of any military or government entity as a commercial and industrial campus occupied by 80 public and private-sector tenants in tech, aerospace, logistics, and manufacturing. Millions of dollars have been invested in upgrades to the 1,900-acre campus. "What we are building is a place that connects and converges technologies," Perschbach said. "If you start looking at all of these advanced military commands, you're going to hear 'convergence' an awful lot. And what it means is making sure that we're. using systems thinking to connect things." As an example, Perschbach described how technologies currently being developed by the Port's tenants could be combined to build habitation on the lunar surface or support the installation of satellites that harness and transmit solar power for use on Earth. Christopher Combs, an assistant professor of mechanical engineering at the University TEXAS at San Antonio, said it's obvious to him, based on SPACE COMMAND'S role, though still somewhat ambiguous, why the DoD would consider San Antonio. "It sounds like kind of everything above 100 kilometers is what they're calling space in their domain, so you imagine there's going to be a lot of satellite-related work, some missile defense and tracking, and maybe some launch-type things," Combs said. And for that, the level of cyber capabilities in San Antonio will be important as will the space program UTSA is building out with new training certificates, degree programs, faculty, and a hypersonic wind tunnel. Comparisons with Colorado The provisional HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND is LOCATED in Colorado, where space-focused infrastructure is already established at Schriever AFB and Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station, home of the North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD)"If you're looking at it and you're saying, 'When it comes to aeronautics, how on earth can anybody compete with Colorado? Those are the guys who have all the physical stuff that we're throwing up in space," Perschbach said. "But the way we look at it, the physical stuff is less important than what we have in San Antonio." President and CEO of PORT SAN ANTONIO Jim Perschbach speaks during the announcement of the Boeing San Antonio F-18 contract in 2019. "The command and control of those devices that are up there, which is cybersecurity and communications, we do better than Colorado does," he said. "The ability to integrate these new technologies, the ability to develop and incorporate these technologies, we do better than Colorado." Another Colorado asset touted in a report quoting the Colorado Springs mayor is the Air Force Academy, which can supply a ready-made workforce. In a recent letter to the secretary of the Air Force, U.S. Sen. John Cornyn (R-TEXAS) called San Antonio "a natural fit" for SPACE COMMAND, with the city having played a role in hosting the Space Force's first recruits for basic military training. In addition, he said, "the vibrant industries in San Antonio paired with its diverse population and unique culture would provide SPACECOM HEADQUARTERS with a large pool of highly-skilled, mission-driven workers." Perschbach acknowledged that there are strong contenders among the finalists and places where, like the Port, advances in tech, medicine.  and aeronautics are being developed. He said that what sets the Port apart is its capabilities in multiple areas that can be connected together to test, build, and manufacture products in a real-world environment. Advantage of flexibility PORT SAN ANTONIO also meets the requirement for the physical space needs of SPACE COMMAND and also a master plan to provide for it. The "shades of blue" plans, as Perschbach calls them, call for a series of facilities that are open to the public and designed for collaboration gradually transforming across the campus into an area that is more restrictive, classified, and open only to people permitted to enter. "And because we are not an active military installation, we have a little bit more flexibility - in fact, a lot more flexibility - in terms of how these buildings are built, financed, and structured," Perschbach said.
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			 			SPACE COMMAND belongs in San Antonio and will boost TEXAS business  The Pentagon will soon choose a permanent home for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, and no location offers more opportunity or a richer history than PORT SAN ANTONIO.  If the selection team makes the right decision, the new HEADQUARTERS will benefit businesses across TEXAS. To understand why San Antonio is the right choice, you need to understand what SPACE COMMAND will and will not do. SPACE COMMAND is not the same thing as the U.S. Space Force, the new military branch President Donald Trump created last year. SPACE COMMAND is based on an area of responsibility like Central Command, the unit responsible for protecting U.S. interests in the Middle East and parts of Asia. SPACE COMMAND is responsible for defending the area more than 100 kilometers, or 62 miles, above sea level. The four-star general in command can pull from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or Space Force as needed to fulfill that mission. TOMLINSON'S TAKE: Investment in workforce, education and transportation sets San Antonio apart While many Americans may have imagined squadrons of X-wing fighters like in the Star Wars movies, or Star Trek-like paramilitary explorers, the reality is much less cinematic. The men and women of SPACE COMMAND will train, work and fight mostly from computer terminals. "The mastery of space going forward is really about creating the ultimate network of connected systems and connected devices," said Jim Perschbach, president and CEO of PORT SAN ANTONIO, a government-owned industrial park and airport on the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. "It's not about going up in space ships, fighting Klingons and establishing galactic empires," he added. Perschbach and others see SPACE COMMAND members not so much as starship troopers, but as British sailors patrolling 19th century trade routes. The mission is to keep the global economy operating as much as fighting. Almost every business uses space-based assets, whether to communicate, navigate or collect strategic information. As the world becomes more dependent on space-based equipment, those assets become more of a target for bad actors. Several international treaties ban weapons of mass destruction in space, but other weapons are allowed. Which nations have what kinds of devices in orbit is one of the biggest questions facing militaries around the world. Perhaps more destructive than satellite weapons, though, are cyber-attacks launched with nothing more than a keystroke and a radio signal. This is where Military City USA has an advantage. San Antonio is already home to a National Security Agency cyber outpost and is the home of the 16th Air Force, the military unit in charge of global surveillance, reconnaissance, cyber warfare, electronic warfare and information operations. Co-locating SPACE COMMAND with the NSA and the 16th would make sense. Equally important, though, are San Antonio's civilian offerings and PORT SAN ANTONIO'S private-sector tenants, many of whom specialize in cybersecurity, robotics and aerospace. The University of TEXAS at San Antonio is developing a world-renowned cybersecurity program and recently launched the Cyber Manufacturing Institute with the Department of Energy. The Southwest Research Institute is doing cutting-edge work on defense projects and space. Locating SPACE COMMAND in San Antonio would create 1,400 direct jobs and limitless opportunities for research institutions and entrepreneurs working on space and cybersecurity. "The research and development they are going to need to do as we stand up and fully develop SPACE COMMAND, into whatever form it's going to take in the future, is going to do wonderful things for economic development, not just here at PORT SAN ANTONIO, but throughout the state," Perschbach said. SPACE COMMAND would call on contractors in Houston, home to NASA's Johnson Space Center, and take advantage of Space-X's facility in Boca Chica. In the longer-term, Perschbach sees SPACE COMMAND boosting research into capturing space resources, such as harnessing solar energy for power or weaponry. "Missiles are becoming like horses in the days when we developed tanks and airplanes, they become technologies of the past," he told me. "If you can develop lasers and directed-energy systems, you are moving at the speed of light." TOMLINSON'S TAKE: Attracting business to relocate to your community is not that hard I suggested to Perschbach that PORT SAN ANTONIO trying to attract a military command was a little ironic for a former. army air field, which still features some Art Deco structures abandoned when the Pentagon closed KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. But he suggested it was poetic. Contractors used horse-drawn wagons in 1917 to clear Kelly's first runway for biplanes made from wood, cloth and wire. By the time the base closed in 2001, the Air Force's B-52 bombers and C-5 cargo jets had called that runway home. "It's an extension of what we did 100 years ago reinventing itself," Perschbach said. TEXAS and San Antonio have long played HOST to profound technological change, fueling not only military innovation but also private commerce in aviation. The Pentagon could not pick a better spot for the next chapter into space, nor could TEXAS businesses profit more. Chris Tomlinson writes commentary about business, economics and policy. twitter.com/cltomlinson chris.tomlinson@chron.com  Author: Chris Tomlinson
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			 			SPACE COMMAND belongs in San Antonio and will boost TEXAS business  The Pentagon will soon choose a permanent home for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, and no location offers more opportunity or a richer history than PORT SAN ANTONIO.  If the selection team makes the right decision, the new HEADQUARTERS will benefit businesses across TEXAS. To understand why San Antonio is the right choice, you need to understand what SPACE COMMAND will and will not do. SPACE COMMAND is not the same thing as the U.S. Space Force, the new military branch President Donald Trump created last year. SPACE COMMAND is based on an area of responsibility like Central Command, the unit responsible for protecting U.S. interests in the Middle East and parts of Asia. SPACE COMMAND is responsible for defending the area more than 100 kilometers, or 62 miles, above sea level. The four-star general in command can pull from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or Space Force as needed to fulfill that mission. TOMLINSON'S TAKE: Investment in workforce, education and transportation sets San Antonio apart While many Americans may have imagined squadrons of X-wing fighters like in the Star Wars movies, or Star Trek-like paramilitary explorers, the reality is much less cinematic. The men and women of SPACE COMMAND will train, work and fight mostly from computer terminals. "The mastery of space going forward is really about creating the ultimate network of connected systems and connected devices," said Jim Perschbach, president and CEO of PORT SAN ANTONIO, a government-owned industrial park and airport on the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. "It's not about going up in space ships, fighting Klingons and establishing galactic empires," he added. Perschbach and others see SPACE COMMAND members not so much as starship troopers, but as British sailors patrolling 19th century trade routes. The mission is to keep the global economy operating as much as fighting. Almost every business uses space-based assets, whether to communicate, navigate or collect strategic information. As the world becomes more dependent on space-based equipment, those assets become more of a target for bad actors. Several international treaties ban weapons of mass destruction in space, but other weapons are allowed. Which nations have what kinds of devices in orbit is one of the biggest questions facing militaries around the world. Perhaps more destructive than satellite weapons, though, are cyber-attacks launched with nothing more than a keystroke and a radio signal. This is where Military City USA has an advantage. San Antonio is already home to a National Security Agency cyber outpost and is the home of the 16th Air Force, the military unit in charge of global surveillance, reconnaissance, cyber warfare, electronic warfare and information operations. Co-locating SPACE COMMAND with the NSA and the 16th would make sense. Equally important, though, are San Antonio's civilian offerings and PORT SAN ANTONIO'S private-sector tenants, many of whom specialize in cybersecurity, robotics and aerospace. The University of TEXAS at San Antonio is developing a world-renowned cybersecurity program and recently launched the Cyber Manufacturing Institute with the Department of Energy. The Southwest Research Institute is doing cutting-edge work on defense projects and space. Locating SPACE COMMAND in San Antonio would create 1,400 direct jobs and limitless opportunities for research institutions and entrepreneurs working on space and cybersecurity. "The research and development they are going to need to do as we stand up and fully develop SPACE COMMAND, into whatever form it's going to take in the future, is going to do wonderful things for economic development, not just here at PORT SAN ANTONIO, but throughout the state," Perschbach said. SPACE COMMAND would call on contractors in Houston, home to NASA's Johnson Space Center, and take advantage of Space-X's facility in Boca Chica. In the longer-term, Perschbach sees SPACE COMMAND boosting research into capturing space resources, such as harnessing solar energy for power or weaponry. "Missiles are becoming like horses in the days when we developed tanks and airplanes, they become technologies of the past," he told me. "If you can develop lasers and directed-energy systems, you are moving at the speed of light." TOMLINSON'S TAKE: Attracting business to relocate to your community is not that hard I suggested to Perschbach that PORT SAN ANTONIO trying to attract a military command was a little ironic for a former. army air field, which still features some Art Deco structures abandoned when the Pentagon closed KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. But he suggested it was poetic. Contractors used horse-drawn wagons in 1917 to clear Kelly's first runway for biplanes made from wood, cloth and wire. By the time the base closed in 2001, the Air Force's B-52 bombers and C-5 cargo jets had called that runway home. "It's an extension of what we did 100 years ago reinventing itself," Perschbach said. TEXAS and San Antonio have long played HOST to profound technological change, fueling not only military innovation but also private commerce in aviation. The Pentagon could not pick a better spot for the next chapter into space, nor could TEXAS businesses profit more. Chris Tomlinson writes commentary about business, economics and policy. twitter.com/cltomlinson chris.tomlinson@chron.com  Author: Chris Tomlinson
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			 			SPACE COMMAND belongs in San Antonio and will boost TEXAS business  By Chris Tomlinson Published 3:50 am CST, Wednesday, December 2, 2020  Photo: Bob Owen, Staff Photographer / Staff Photographer Air Force jets on static display are still present at PORT SAN ANTONIO, where massive job growth has been seen in the last. two years. The Pentagon will soon choose a permanent home for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, and no location offers more opportunity or a richer history thanPort San Antonio. If the selection team makes the right decision, the new HEADQUARTERS will benefit businesses across TEXAS. To understand why San Antonio is the right choice, you need to understand what SPACE COMMAND will and will not do. SPACE COMMAND is not the same thing as theU.S. Space Force, the new military branch President Donald Trump created last year.SPACE COMMAND is based on an area of responsibility like Central Command, the unit responsible for protecting U.S. interests in the Middle East and parts of Asia. SPACE COMMAND is responsible for defending the area more than 100 kilometers, or 62 miles, above sea level. The four-star general in command can pull from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or Space Force as needed to fulfill that mission. While many Americans may have imagined squadrons of X-wing fighters like in the Star Wars movies, or Star Trek-like paramilitary explorers, the reality is much less cinematic. The men and women of SPACE COMMAND will train, work and fight mostly from computer terminals. "The mastery of space going forward is really about creating the ultimate network of connected systems and connected devices," said Jim Perschbach, president and CEO of PORT SAN ANTONIO, a government-owned industrial park and airport on the former KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. "It's not about going up in space ships, fighting Klingons and establishing galactic empires," he added. Perschbach and others see SPACE COMMAND members not so much as starship troopers, but as British sailors patrolling 19th century trade routes. The mission is to keep the global economy operating as much as fighting. Almost every business uses space-based assets, whether to communicate, navigate or collect strategic information. As the world becomes more dependent on space-based equipment, those assets become more of a target for bad actors. Several international treaties banweapons of mass destruction in space, but other weapons are allowed. Which nations have what kinds of devices in orbit is one of the biggest questions facing militaries around the world. Perhaps more destructive than satellite weapons, though, are cyber-attacks launched with nothing more than a keystroke and a radio signal. This is where Military City USA has an advantage. San Antonio is already home to a National Security Agency cyber outpost and is the home of the16th Air Force, the military unit in charge of global surveillance, reconnaissance, cyber warfare, electronic warfare and information operations. Co-locating SPACE COMMAND with the NSA and the 16th would make sense. Equally important, though, are San Antonio's civilian offerings and PORT SAN ANTONIO'S private-sector tenants, many of whom specialize in cybersecurity, robotics and aerospace. The University of TEXAS at San Antonio is developing a world-renowned cybersecurity program and recently launched the Cyber Manufacturing Institute with the Department of Energy. The Southwest Research Institute is doing cutting-edge work on defense projects and space. Locating SPACE COMMAND in San Antonio would create 1,400 direct jobs and limitless opportunities for research institutions and entrepreneurs working on space and cybersecurity. "The research and development they are going to need to do as we stand up and fully develop SPACE COMMAND, into whatever form it's going to take in the future, is going to do wonderful things for economic development, not just here at PORT SAN ANTONIO, but throughout the state," Perschbach said. SPACE COMMAND would call on contractors in Houston, home to NASA's Johnson Space Center, and take advantage of Space-X's facility in Boca Chica. In the longer-term, Perschbach sees SPACE COMMAND boosting research into capturing space resources, such as harnessing solar energy for power or weaponry. "Missiles are becoming like horses in the days when we developed tanks and airplanes, they become technologies of the past," he told me. "If you can develop lasers and directed-energy systems, you are moving at the speed of light." I suggested to Perschbach that PORT SAN ANTONIO trying to attract a military command was a little ironic for a former army air field, which still features some Art Deco structures abandoned when the Pentagon. closed KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. But he suggested it was poetic. Contractors used horse-drawn wagons in 1917 to clear Kelly's first runway for biplanes made from wood, cloth and wire. By the time the base closed in 2001, the Air Force's B-52 bombers and C-5 cargo jets had called that runway home. "It's an extension of what we did 100 years ago reinventing itself," Perschbach said. TEXAS and San Antonio have long played HOST to profound technological change, fueling not only military innovation but also private commerce in aviation. The Pentagon could not pick a better spot for the next chapter into space, nor could TEXAS businesses profit more. Chris Tomlinson writes commentary about business, economics and policy.
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			 			Is Elon Musk moving to TEXAS? A new rumor says so.  Elon Musk, founder of SpaceX and chief executive officer of Tesla Inc., speaks during a discussion at the Satellite 2020 Conference in Washington, D.C., on March 9, 2020. MUST CREDIT: Bloomberg photo by Andrew Harrer. Photo: Andrew Harrer, Bloomberg / Bloomberg  Elon Musk might be moving to TEXAS, CNBC reported Friday citing close friends and associates. The billionaire founder of SpaceX and Tesla already has a sizable presence in TEXAS, and he has previously Tweeted that he would move Tesla's HEADQUARTERS to TEXAS and/or Nevada. NEWS IN YOUR INBOX: Sign up for breaking news email alerts from HoustonChronicle.com here More from Andrea Leinfelder Space Andrea Leinfelder Rice geologist to operate Mars Perseverance rover Weather By Andrea Leinfelder and Nicole Hensley, Staff writers Winter breeze warning: Houstonians brace for the (relative) cold Hurricanes & Tropical Storms Andrea Leinfelder. Do we need to rethink hurricane names? Weather By Andrea Leinfelder, Staff writer 2020 sees record number of named storms during hurricane season Houston Andrea Leinfelder, Alejandro Serrano, Staff writer Houston coronavirus updates: Nov. 24 Space By Andrea Leinfelder, Staff writer Nonprofit seeks to spark interest in travel to Mars Space By Andrea Leinfelder, Staff writer New satellite to monitor rising sea levels Houston By Andrea Leinfelder, Sig Christenson and Greg Jefferson, Staff writer Houston not a finalist for SPACE COMMAND HQ Space Andrea Leinfelder Arecibo. telescope to be disassembled Space By Andrea Leinfelder, Staff writer Inside the hundreds of hours of testing for a rocket engine SpaceX tests its rocket engines in McGregor and is building a Starship prototype outside of Brownsville. Tesla is building a "Gigafactory" outside of Austin that will assemble electric-powered Cybertruck pickups, Model Y SUVs and semi-trailer trucks. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  802,877   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $909   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $2,727   			 Word Count:  306   			 Average Stay:  230.68   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  15,558   			 Page Views:  8,243,303   








			 


			 


			 112. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 San Antonio Current   Market: San Antonio, TX (31) 
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			 			Space Chase: In pursuing SPACE COMMAND, San Antonio once again looks for an outside savior  Editor's Note: The following is CityScrapes, a column of opinion and analysis.  Here San Antonio goes again. Looking to someone else for our future and our salvation. Hoping Washington will deliver the goodies and jobs to keep our city growing and prospering. In quest of "significant" economic impact, Mayor Ron Nirenberg flew off to DC to ask the Pentagon to grant us the new HEADQUARTERS of the SPACE COMMAND. U.S. Sen. John Cornyn joined in the plea, arguing that San Antonio is "Military City, USA," "as patriotic a city as they come," and "a natural fit." Local business leaders joined the fray, arguing to the Air Force that we are the natural home to another contingent from the military branch. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			Waiting on the promise of federal dollars, the city avoided dealing with its flooding problem, setting up the catastrophe of the 1921 flood. A decade later, when the Army Air Corps faced the problem of increasingly congested airspace around the pilot training centers at the Kelly and Brooks bases, military leaders pressed for an expansive new combined training field requiring some 2,000 acres of land. But the Army was unwilling to pay for a site, particularly as a HOST of cities around the country began to offer their own sites free of charge. The first plan floated by the Chamber of Commerce involved the city taxing the properties and firms to be benefitted by the new flying school. The city attorney concluded that any form of city financing was unconstitutional, forcing the Chamber to seek hundreds of thousands of dollars through private donations. 
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			 			Yet the recent renewal of city funding for Pre-K SA and approval of Proposition B, the SA Ready to Work initiative, suggest local voters see the imperative to invest in San Antonians. Our leaders need to focus their efforts - and more public dollars - on the people and the obvious needs of this community. Heywood Sanders is a professor of public policy at the University of TEXAS at San Antonio.
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			 			Space Chase: In pursuing SPACE COMMAND, San Antonio once again looks for an outside savior  Editor's Note: The following is CityScrapes, a column of opinion and analysis.  Here San Antonio goes again. Looking to someone else for our future and our salvation. Hoping Washington will deliver the goodies and jobs to keep our city growing and prospering. In quest of "significant" economic impact, Mayor Ron Nirenberg flew off to DC to ask the Pentagon to grant us the new HEADQUARTERS of the SPACE COMMAND. U.S. Sen. John Cornyn joined in the plea, arguing that San Antonio is "Military City, USA," "as patriotic a city as they come," and "a natural fit." Local business leaders joined the fray, arguing to the Air Force that we are the natural home to another contingent from the military branch. 
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			 			Waiting on the promise of federal dollars, the city avoided dealing with its flooding problem, setting up the catastrophe of the 1921 flood. A decade later, when the Army Air Corps faced the problem of increasingly congested airspace around the pilot training centers at the Kelly and Brooks bases, military leaders pressed for an expansive new combined training field requiring some 2,000 acres of land. But the Army was unwilling to pay for a site, particularly as a HOST of cities around the country began to offer their own sites free of charge. The first plan floated by the Chamber of Commerce involved the city taxing the properties and firms to be benefitted by the new flying school. The city attorney concluded that any form of city financing was unconstitutional, forcing the Chamber to seek hundreds of thousands of dollars through private donations. 
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			 			Yet the recent renewal of city funding for Pre-K SA and approval of Proposition B, the SA Ready to Work initiative, suggest local voters see the imperative to invest in San Antonians. Our leaders need to focus their efforts - and more public dollars - on the people and the obvious needs of this community. Heywood Sanders is a professor of public policy at the University of TEXAS at San Antonio.


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  127,986   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $401   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $1,203   			 Word Count:  800   			 Average Stay:  56.24   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  72,301   			 Page Views:  1,588,445   








			 


			 


			 114. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 San Antonio Current   Market: San Antonio, TX (31) 


			 Space Chase: In pursuing Space Command, San Antonio once again looks for an outs			Dec 4 2020 02:06PM CT 


			 


			 			Space Chase: In pursuing SPACE COMMAND, San Antonio once again looks for an outside savior  Editor's Note: The following is CityScrapes, a column of opinion and analysis.  Here San Antonio goes again. Looking to someone else for our future and our salvation. Hoping Washington will deliver the goodies and jobs to keep our city growing and prospering. In quest of "significant" economic impact, Mayor Ron Nirenberg flew off to DC to ask the Pentagon to grant us the new HEADQUARTERS of the SPACE COMMAND. U.S. Sen. John Cornyn joined in the plea, arguing that San Antonio is "Military City, USA," "as patriotic a city as they come," and "a natural fit." Local business leaders joined the fray, arguing to the Air Force that we are the natural home to another contingent from the military branch. 
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			 			Waiting on the promise of federal dollars, the city avoided dealing with its flooding problem, setting up the catastrophe of the 1921 flood. A decade later, when the Army Air Corps faced the problem of increasingly congested airspace around the pilot training centers at the Kelly and Brooks bases, military leaders pressed for an expansive new combined training field requiring some 2,000 acres of land. But the Army was unwilling to pay for a site, particularly as a HOST of cities around the country began to offer their own sites free of charge. The first plan floated by the Chamber of Commerce involved the city taxing the properties and firms to be benefitted by the new flying school. The city attorney concluded that any form of city financing was unconstitutional, forcing the Chamber to seek hundreds of thousands of dollars through private donations. 
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			 			Yet the recent renewal of city funding for Pre-K SA and approval of Proposition B, the SA Ready to Work initiative, suggest local voters see the imperative to invest in San Antonians. Our leaders need to focus their efforts - and more public dollars - on the people and the obvious needs of this community. Heywood Sanders is a professor of public policy at the University of TEXAS at San Antonio.
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			 Commentary: Seek gender equity at Space Command			Dec 8 2020 07:13PM CT 


			 


			 			Commentary: Seek gender equity at SPACE COMMAND  Few could dispute the economic benefits for San Antonio if the federal government decides to locate its HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND here.  As this becomes more likely, our city - also known as "Military City, USA" - needs to consider its role in preventing sexual violence and sexual harassment. Male-dominated work cultures like the military's harm everyone. 
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			 			Further, in 2018, 24.2 percent of active-duty women and 6.3 percent of active-duty men reported they had experienced sexual harassment. The active-duty women who had experienced sexual harassment were three times as likely to experience sexual assault than those who did not. On ExpressNews.com: Pentagon puts San Antonio on short list in race for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS Due to the military's macho culture, men are deterred from getting the mental health care they need and deserve. The suicide rate is 26 per 100,000 for service members compared with 14 per 100,00 for civilians, according to the Pentagon's 2019 annual report. In TEXAS, in the aftermath of Spc. Vanessa Guillen's murder by the same male soldier she reported for sexual harassment, at least five other women - two active-duty soldiers, two veterans and a civilian - have spoken out about the sexual harassment or rape they experienced by soldiers at Fort Hood. While city officials should want the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERED in San Antonio, they should not want the accompanying macho and sexist culture. This culture of gender-based violence in the military should make San Antonio officials take pause and then develop a plan to prevent such violence not only at the U.S. SPACE COMMAND if its HEADQUARTERS are placed in the city, but also at all the military installations here. The city should also consider if money from the Ready to Work SA program could be used to build a workforce of women in cybersecurity and information technology. An act of gender-based violence that happens on a military base in San Antonio is also an act of gender-based violence in our entire community. However, the U.S. SPACE COMMAND provides the opportunity to start with a new gender-equitable vision of the military that represents the diverse types of women who make up the city, including but not limited to Latinx, Black, LGBTQ and those who embody an intersection of these identities. No matter where the HEADQUARTERS is eventually placed, San Antonio - with its burgeoning reputation as a cyber hub - should recruit and retain women for and from places such as the University of TEXAS at San Antonio's renowned cybersecurity program and encourage them to join the ranks of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Amanda Layne Stephens is an associate attorney at Valdez & Trevino Attorneys, a member of San Antonio's Affirmative Action Advisory Committee and completing her Ph.D. in gender studies at Indiana University-Bloomington.  Author: Amanda Layne Stephens
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			 Commentary: Seek gender equity at Space Command			Dec 8 2020 07:14PM CT 


			 


			 			Commentary: Seek gender equity at SPACE COMMAND  By Amanda Layne Stephens, For the Express-News Published 1:00 pm CST, Tuesday, December 8, 2020  Though San Antonio wants the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERED here, city should not want the accompanying macho and sexist culture that led to the abuse and killing of. Spc. Vanessa Guillen. Few could dispute the economic benefits for San Antonio if the federal government decides to locate its HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND here. As this becomes more likely, our city - also known as "Military City, USA" - needs to consider its role in preventing sexual violence and sexual harassment. Male-dominated work cultures like the military's harm everyone. 
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			 			Due to the military's macho culture, men are deterred from getting the mental health care they need and deserve. The suicide rate is 26 per 100,000 for service members compared with 14 per 100,00 for civilians, according to the Pentagon's 2019 annual report. In TEXAS, in the aftermath of Spc. Vanessa Guillen's murder by the same male soldier she reported for sexual harassment, at least five other women - two active-duty soldiers, two veterans and a civilian - have spoken out about the sexual harassment or rape they experienced by soldiers at Fort Hood. While city officials should want the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERED in San Antonio, they should not want the accompanying macho and sexist culture. This culture of gender-based violence in the military should make San Antonio officials take pause and then develop a plan to prevent such violence not only at the U.S. SPACE COMMAND if its HEADQUARTERS are placed in the city, but also at all the military installations here. The city should also consider if money from the Ready to Work SA program could be used to build a workforce of women in cybersecurity and information technology. An act of gender-based violence that happens on a military base in San Antonio is also an act of gender-based violence in our entire community. However, the U.S. SPACE COMMAND provides the opportunity to start with a new gender-equitable vision of the military that represents the diverse types of women who make up the city, including but not limited to Latinx, Black, LGBTQ and those who embody an intersection of these identities. No matter where the HEADQUARTERS is eventually placed, San Antonio - with its burgeoning reputation as a cyber hub - should recruit and retain women for and from places such as the University of TEXAS at San Antonio's renowned cybersecurity program and encourage them to join the ranks of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Amanda Layne Stephens is an associate attorney at Valdez & Trevino Attorneys, a member of San Antonio's Affirmative Action Advisory Committee and completing her Ph.D. in gender studies at Indiana University-Bloomington.  Author: Cuate Santos Laredo
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			 Huntsville still in contention for U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 11:44PM CT 


			 


			 			Huntsville still in contention for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  Huntsville's Redstone Arsenal has once again been named as a finalist to be the permanent HEADQUARTERS of United States SPACE COMMAND, Governor Kay Ivey announced on Thursday.  The Rocket City was previously named as one of six finalists for the HQ, however the formulation of a new list was ordered earlier this year. Thursday's announcement saw this new list released; there were also six finalists named this time around, including Colorado's Peterson Air Force Base, which is SPACE COMMAND'S current temporary HEADQUARTERS. The four other finalists are New Mexico's Kirtland Air Force Base, Nebraska's Offutt Air Force Base, Florida's Patrick Air Force Base and Texas' Port San Antonio. Peterson and Redstone are the only locations to be named to both the new list and the previous one. JUST IN: @TeamRedstone is a Top 6 finalist for @US_SpaceCom 's permanent HQ! From our many space/defense assets to our skilled workforce, AL has the support structure needed to execute the mission. I urge the @DeptofDefense to select @huntsvillecity for #USSPACECOM. #alpolitics - Governor Kay Ivey (@GovernorKayIvey) November 19, 2020 SPACE COMMAND was approved by Congress in 2018, and President Donald Trump subsequently directed its elevation as the 11th functional Unified Combatant Command. A release from Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle's office on Thursday advised that the U.S. Air Force expects to publicly announce in early 2021 which finalist location will permanently HOST SPACE COMMAND HQ. "The Redstone region provides an unparalleled workforce for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND with capabilities that include missile defense, aerospace, and intelligence," stated Battle. "We have the infrastructure capacity, community support, low cost of doing business and high-quality expertise to serve as the HEADQUARTERS for USSPACECOM. When you analyze all the variables, Huntsville is the clear choice for this vitally important unified combatant command." An Air Force release said that the department "will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. HEADQUARTERS. This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." You can read a previous piece published by the ALABAMA Department of Commerce on why Huntsville is the best possible pick for SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS here. Similarly, the Huntsville/Madison County Chamber of Commerce on Thursday outlined in a lengthy release why the Rocket City is the ideal home for SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS. "The Redstone Region is honored and excited by the latest news that we were chosen by the U.S. Air Force as a finalist for hosting the HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the chamber's release said. "Huntsville and the surrounding area has the space legacy, business/government/community ecosystem and unmatched civic support to enable SPACE COMMAND to forge the Nation's domination of space. We are grateful for the opportunity to demonstrate why Redstone should be selected first among all others." Sean Ross is the editor of Yellowhammer News. You can follow him on Twitter  Author: Sean Ross
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			 31 NEWS LIVE @ 10 PM			Nov 19 2020 10:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[10:00:02 PM] [2:56]  TONIGHT - WE LEARNED SOME STUDENTS IN THE LARGEST SCHOOL DISTRICT IN NORTH ALABAMA WILL SWITCH BACK TO A STAGGERED SCHEDULE!  HUNTSVILLE CITY HIGH SCHOOLERS WILL RETURN TO A STAGGERED SCHEDULE WHEN AFTER THANKSGIVING BREAK ON NOVEMBER 30.  THEY WILL STAY ON THAT SCHEDULE THROUGH DECEMBER.  GOOD EVENING AND THANKS FOR JOINING US TONIGHT.  I'M NAJAHE SHERMAN.  AND I'M DAN SHAFFER.  WE'LL GET BACK TO HUNTSVILLE CITY SCHOOLS IN A MOMENT - BUT FIRST WE HAVE NEW DETAILS ON ANOTHER DEVELOPING STORY WE'VE BEEN FOLLOWING SINCE THIS AFTERNOON.  WE'RE LEARNING MORE TONIGHT ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  REDSTONE ARSENAL IS ONE OF SIX SITES IN FINAL CONSIDERATION FOR ITS PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS.  THE JOINT-COMBATANT COMMAND POST WOULD BRING ABOUT 14-HUNDRED JOBS TO OUR AREA.  WAAY 31'S WILL ROBINSON-SMITH HAS BEEN GATHERING MORE ON THE INITIATIVE.  HE JOINS US FROM ONE OF REDSTONE ARSENAL'S GATES WITH WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE COMEPTITION AT THIS POINT.  THE ANNOUCEMENT HAS GARNERED A LOT OF EXCITEMENT FROM THE COMMUNITY AND LEADERS IN MADISON COUNTY.  THIS STARTED BACK IN 2018 WITH A PRESIDENTIAL MEMO.  AND IN JUST OVER TWO YEARS SPACE COMMAND COULD BE CALLING THE ROCKET CITY HOME.  PUTTING IN A JOINT COMBATANT COMMAND, THIS IS A WHOLE NEW ASPECT.  THE PROSPECT OF SPACE COMMAND SETTING UP SHOP AT REDSTONE IS SOMETHING THAT LOCAL LEADERS LIKE RETIRED FOUR-STAR GENERAL KEVIN BYRNES SAY IS A HUGE DEAL.  KEVIN BYRNES, RETIRED 4-STAR GENERAL THAT PUTS US ON THE MAP.  WE WILL HAVE A LOT OF ATTENTION, A LOT OF SENIOR-LEVEL VISITORS OUT OF THE PENTAGON VISITING REDSTONE ARSENAL.  REDSTONE IS ONE OF SIX SITES BEING CONSIDERED FOR THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THEY WILL BE JUDGED ON FOUR CRITERA: COST, CAPABILITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND CAPACITY.  LEADERS SAY IT'S NOT ONLY COMPANIES LIKE BLUE ORIGIN AND AEROJET ROCKETDYNE SURROUNDING THE ARSENAL THAT CREATE A GOOD ENVIRONMENT FOR SPACE COMMAND BUT ALSO WHAT'S HAPPENING ON SITE.  CHIP CHERRY, PRESIDENT & CEO HUNTSVILLE/MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER WE'VE GOT TWO OF THE THREE GROUPS THAT ARE WORKING HERE FOR THE LUNAR LANDER.  JUST A LOT OF THINGS, THE SLS, A LOT OF THIS STUFF KIND OF MIXES TOGETHER TO REINFORCE OUR POSITION AS IT RELATES TO PROPULSION IN SPACE AND THE INTELLIGENCE SIDE OF THINGS.  SO, THERE'S A LOT OF SYNERGY ASSOCIATED WITH THIS. COMPARED TO THE LAST ROUND OF CONSIDERATION MIKE WARD THE CHAMBER'S VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS SAYS THE CRITERIA HAS BEEN HEIGHTENED FOR BASES IN CONSIDERATION WHICH IS WHY MOST SITES FROM 2019 DIDN'T MAKE THE CUT THIS TIME AROUND.  MIKE WARD, SENIOR VP, GOVERNMENT & PUBLIC AFFAIRS HUNTSVILLE/MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER THERE WAS CONSIDERABLY MORE DETAILED INFORMATION THAT WAS REQUESTED UNDER EACH OF THOSE AREAS THAT WE HAVE PROVIDED.  RIGHT NOW, U-S SPACE COMMAND IS TEMPORARILY HEADQUARTED AT PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE ANOTHER OF THE SIX FINALISTS FOR THE PERMANENT SITE.  HUNTSVILLE AND MADISON COUNTY LEADERS HAVE NO DOUBT THAT NORTH ALABAMA WILL WIN OUT IN THE END.  CHIP CHERRY, PRESIDENT & CEO HUNTSVILLE/MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER THE FIRST ROUND WHEN THEY ANNOUNCED THE FINALISTS, WE DIDN'T EVEN KNOW THEY WERE GOING THROUGH THAT EXERCISE.  THEY BASICALLY JUST SAID, 'WE'RE LOOKING AT COMMUNITIES AND HERE ARE THE FINALISTS FOR THIS. 
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			 31 NEWS LIVE @ 5 PM			Nov 19 2020 05:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[5:00:04 PM] [2:09]  DEFENSE RE-OPENED THE SELECTION PROCESS.  GOVERNOR KAY IVEY MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT OVER TWITTER TODAY SAYING ALABAMA HAS THE SUPPORT STRUCTURE NEEDED TO EXECUTE THE MISSION.  THANKS FOR JOINING US ON THIS EXCITING THURSDAY EVENING I'M DAN SHAFFER.  AND I'M NAJAHE SHERMAN.  WE WANT TO GET STRAIGHT TO WAAY 31'S WILL ROBINSON SMITH.  HE'S LIVE IN HUNTSVILLE AFTER HEARING FROM THE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ABOUT THE ANNOUNCEMENT AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR NORTH ALABAMA.  WILL, HUNTSVILLE IS ONCE AGAIN A FINALIST FOR HOUSING SPACE COMMAND.  GOVERNOR KAY IVEY'S OFFICE SAYS THE PROCESS WAS RE-OPENED AND REDSTONE REMAINS ONE OF SIX FINALISTS.  REDSTONE IS THE ONLY NON-AIR FORCE BASE UNDER CONSIDERATION.  IF CHOSEN SPACE COMMAND WOULD BRING ABOUT 14-HUNDRED JOBS.  THAT'S A COMBINATION OF BOTH UNIFORMED AND CIVIILAN POSITIONS.  MEMBERS OF THE HUNTSVILLE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SAY THIS IS A HIGH HONOR FOR THE ROCKET CITY AND THEY ARE CONFIDENT REDSTONE WILL COME OUT THE WINNER.  REDSTONE ARSENAL CERTAINLY CAN ACCOMMODATE AND IT HAS A NUMBER OF SPACE-RELATED ACTIVITIES ON THE ARSENAL AND A NUMBER OF AEROSPACE AND DEFENSE-RELATED ACTIVITIES IN THE AWN.  LOCAL LEADERS SAY THAT ANOTHER SITE VISIT TO THE ARSENAL WILL BE COMING IN THE NEAR FUTURE BUT DON'T HAVE A SPECIFIC DATE JUST YET.  REPORTING LIVE IN HUNTSVILLE WILL ROBINSON-SMITH WAAY 31 NEWS.  THANKS WILL.  HUNTSVILLE MAYOR TOMMY BATTLE RELEASED A STATEMENT FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENT.  HE SAID "THE REDSTONE REGION PROVIDES AN UNPARALLELED WORKFORCE FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND WITH CAPABILITIES THAT INCLUDE MISSILE DEFENSE, AEROSPACE, AND INTELLIGENCE, " HE WENT ON TO SAY "WHEN YOU ANALYZE ALL THE VARIABLES, HUNTSVILLE IS THE CLEAR CHOICE FOR THIS VITALLY IMPORTANT UNIFIED COMBATANT COMMAND.  THE AIR FORCE ANTICIPATES MAKING A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT ON ITS DECISION IN EARLY 20-21.  DECATUR CITY SCHOOLS ARE ENDING THE WEEK WITH VIRTUAL LEARNING DUE TO CORONAVIRUS. 
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			 			[5:04:37 PM] [0:24]  EACH TIME, THEY'VE DECLINED.  WAAY31'S BREKEN TERRY JOINS US LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATIONS HEADQUARTERS, BREKEN WHAT DID YOU LEARN?  AFTER PARENTS AND STUDENTS PACKED A BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING HERE ON WEDNESDAY TO TALK ABOUT THE IMPACT OF CORONAVIRUS ON SCHOOLS AND SPORTS, I WANTED TO ASK THE SUPERINTENDENT HOW HE AND OTHER COUNTY OFFICILS FELT ABOUT THAT BUT ALL WEEK THEY'VE
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			 WAAY 31 News at 4 PM			Nov 19 2020 04:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[3:59:44 PM] [1:05]  WE START TONIGHT WITH SEVERAL BREAKING NEWS DEVELOPMENTS.  REDSTONE ARSENAL IS OFFICIALLY AMONG THE TOP 6 FINALIST FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS!  IN THE LAST HOUR GOVERNOR KAY IVEY TWEETED SAYING - QUOTE "ALABAMA HAS THE SUPPORT STRUCTURE NEEDED TO EXECUTE THE MISSION.  SHE URGED THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO CHOOSE HUNTSVILLE AS THE NEW BASE FOR SPACE COMMAND.  THE ARSENAL WAS SURVEYED LAST SUMMER TO SEE HOW WELL IT COULD SERVE AS THE NEW HEADQUARTERS.  RIGHT NOW WE HAVE A WAAY 31 REPORTER SPEAKING TO THE HUNTSVILLE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ABOUT THE ANNOUNCEMENT.  HERE IS A LIST OF OTHER SITES THAT WERE UNDER CONSIDERATION. 4 OF THEM ARE IN COLORADO -BUCKLEY AIR FORCE BASE -CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN AIR FORCE STATION - PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE AND SHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE.  ALSO IN THE MIX IS VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE IN CALIFORNIA.  WE CONTINUE WITH MORE BREAKING NEWS.  IN THE LAST HOUR THE FOOD BANK OF NORTH ALABAMA ANNOUNCED IT WILL SUSPEND ITS OPERATIONS FOR THE REST OF THE MONTH!  THAT'S BECAUSE OF A POSITIVE CORONAVIRUS CASE.  THE FOOD BANK SHUT DOWN ITS OFFICES AND WAREHOUSE SPACE. 
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			 			[4:01:14 PM] [0:06]  WE FIRST BROUGHT YOU THIS STORY AS BREAKING ON OUR MIDDAY NEWS.  WAAY 31'S SYDNEY MARTIN JOINS US LIVE FROM DECATUR POLICE HEADQUARTERS WITH MORE ON THE CASE-SYDNEY? 
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			 WAAY 31 News at 4 PM			Nov 19 2020 04:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[4:16:20 PM] [1:30]  THEY DISCUSSED THE CHALLENGES THE STATE IS FACING WITH THE PANDEMIC.  ALABAMA CONGRESSMAN ROBERT ADERHOLT IS STILL ISOLATING DESPITE TESTING NEGATIVE FOR CORONAVIRUS.  ADERHOLT HAS TAKEN 3 TESTS SINCE HE WENT INTO QUARANTINE A WEEK AGO.  THEY CAME BACK NEGATIVE.  STILL ADERHOLT SAYS HE WILL CONTINUE TO SELF ISOLATE UNTIL NEXT WEEK SINCE HE WAS EXPOSED TO THE VIRUS.  BREAKING NEWS JUST INTO THE WAAY 31 NEWSROOM, MAYOR TOMMY BATTLE JUST RELEASED A STATEMENT SAYING HUNTSVILLE IS THE CLEAR CHOICE FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE ARSENAL WAS ANNOUNCED TO BE 1 OF 6 FINALISTS!  BATTLE SAYS QUOTE "WE HAVE THE INFRASTRUCTURE CAPACITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, LOW COST OF DOING BUSINESS AND HIGH-QUALITY EXPERTISE TO SERVE AS THE HEADQUARTERS RIGHT NOW WE HAVE A WAAY 31 REPORTER SPEAKING TO THE HUNTSVILLE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ABOUT THE ANNOUNCEMENT.  WE'LL BRING YOU UPDATES AS WE LEARN MORE INFORMATION, ALABAMA IS STILL WAITING FOR FEDERAL AID MORE THAN 3 WEEKS AFTER HURRICANE ZETA TORE THROUGH THE SOUTHEAST.  THE STATE DID SEND A REQUEST FOR A MAJOR DISASTER DECLARATION DAYS AFTER THE STORM.  BUT AN ALABAMA EMA OFFICIAL SAYS DAMAGE ASSESSMENT IS STILL ON-GOING FOR AFFECTED COUNTIES.  FEMA BASES HOW MUCH MONEY ALABAMA WILL RECEIVE ON THAT ASSESSEMENT.  THAT PROCESS NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED BY NOVEMBER 29TH -UNLESS THE STATE ASKS TO EXTEND THEIR DEADLINE.  MEANWHILE IN CENTRAL AMERICA CLEAN UP EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY AFTER HURRICANE IOTA MADE ITS WAY THROUGH. 
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			 48 NEWS AT 6 PM			Nov 19 2020 06:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[6:01:42 PM] [3:20]  REPORTING LIVE IN HUNTSVILLE, JR, WAFF 48 NEWS.  UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS ARE ON THE (RISE IN ALABAMA 92-HUNDRED PEOPLE FILED FOR UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS LAST WEEK, ACCORDING TO NEW NUMBERS FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.  THAT'S THE (HIGHEST NUMBER OF CLAIMS SINCE AUGUST 15-TH.  3-THOUSAND OF THEM ARE COVID-19 RELATED.  JEFFERSON COUNTY HAD THE (LARGEST NUMBER OF CLAIMS.  BY THE WAY, THIS MIRRORS THE (NATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT TREND.  FIRST TIME CLAIMS IN THE U-S WERE REDSTONE ARSENAL COULD BE THE FUTURE HOME FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT'S IN THE RUNNING AGAINST (FIVE(OTHER MILITARY BASES FOR THE TITLE. IF THIS FEELS LIKE DEJA-VU, WE GET IT.  THIS IS THE (SECOND TIME( HUNTSVILLE MADE THE FINALIST LIST.  WE'RE TOLD THE GOVERNMENT OPENED APPLICATIONS (AGAIN( IN MARCH.  SITES FROM 26 STATES WERE SUBMITTED.  THESE ARE THE OTHER LOCATIONS ON THE SHORTLIST, THERE ARE SITES IN FLORIDA, NEBRASKA, NEW MEXICO, AND TEXAS.  PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO IS ALSO IN THE RUNNING.  SPACE COMMAND IS PROVISIONALLY HEADQUARTERED THERE UNTIL A PERMANENT BASE IS ESTABLISHED.  A FINAL DECISION IS EXPECTED EARLY WE HAVE NEW DEVELOPMENTS ON THE BODY FOUND IN COLBERT COUNTY (YESTERDAY.  THE BODY WAS SENT TO THE FORENSICS LAB IN HUNTSVILLE FOR IDENTIFICATION (AND TO DETERMINE A CAUSE OF DEATH.  THE SHERIFF SAID (YESTERDAY THAT HUNTERS FOUND THE BODY IN A WOODED AREA OFF OF JARMON LANE IN LEIGHTON.  IT'S BELIEVED IT HAD BEEN THERE FOR DECATUR POLICE SAY THEY ARRESTED THE PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR A MURDER 25-YEARS- AGO.  POLICE SAY THAT THIS MAN, 54- YEAR-OLD JOHNNY WHITED, CALLED THEM YESTERDAY TO CONFESS TO KILLING CHRISTOPHER DAILEY IN 1995.  POLICE SAY THAT DURING WHITED'S CONFESSION HE GAVE THEM INFORMATION THAT MATCHED EVIDENCE FROM THE COLD CASE.  HE'S IN JAIL ON A 15-THOUSAND-ALABAMA ADDED 24-HUNDRED NEW CASES OF COVID-19 TODAY.  ABOUT 18-HUNDRED OF THOSE CASES ARE CONFIRMED.  NEARLY 600 NEW PROBABLE CASES ARE INCLUDED IN TODAY'S TOTAL.  SINCE MARCH, ALABAMA HAS REPORTED NEARLY 226-THOUSAND COVID-19 CASES.  THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT ESTIMATES 88UAB MEDICINE LAUNCHED A NEW PROGRAM THAT HELPS THOSE WHO HAVE LINGERING SIDE-EFFECTS FROM COVID-19.  THE POST- COVID TREATMENT PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO HELP PATIENTS RECEIVE PROPER FOLLOW-UP CARE IN THE WEEKS AND MONTHS (AFTER THEIR RECOVERY PROCESS.  THERE ARE ONLY A FEW OF THESE (INITIATIVES ACROSS THE COUNTRY.  OUR KATE SMITH SHARES MORE ABOUT THIS - UNIQUE-PROGRAM DOCTOR TURNER OVERTON WITH UAB SAYS ABOUT 10-PERCENT OF ALABAMA COVID-PATIENTS WILL EXPERIENCE POST- COVID SYMPTOMS.  TURNER OVERTON: WHEN YOU ARE LOOKING AT THE NUMBER OF PATIENTS IN THE STATE, WE ARE APPROACHING 250,000 PEOPLE IN THE STATE WITH COVID YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT 20,000 ALABAMIANS WHO ARE GOING TO HAVE POTENTIALLY POST COVID SYMPTOMS.  HE SAYS PEOPLE ARE REPORTING CARDIAC, PULMONARY, AND PSYCHIATRIC SYMPTOMS WEEKS OR EVEN MONTHS AFTER TESTING POSITIVE FOR THE VIRUS. 
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			 WAFF-NBC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 48 NEWS AT 5 PM			Nov 19 2020 05:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[5:00:04 PM] [1:41]  ACROSS ALABAMA DUE TO THE VIRUS, STRUGGLING TO CONTAIN ITS SPREAD AS CASES RISE.  AND, AN ORGANIZATION IN THE SHOALS WANTS YOUR OPINION ON HOW TO SPRUCE UP DOWNTOWN.  DETAILS NEXT AT 5 WE'RE FOLLOWING A DEVELOPING STORY THAT COULD BE (BIG NEWS(FOR REDSTONE ARSENAL, AND OF COURSE, THAT MEANS BIG NEWS FOR HUNTSVILLE.  FOR THE SECOND TIME, REDSTONE MADE IT ON THE (SHORTLIST FOR FUTURE SITES THAT (COULD BECOME THE HEADQUARTERS TO THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  A TEAM WAS IN HUNTSVILLE BACK IN JUNE OF (2019 TO SURVEY THE SITE.  THEN, EARLIER (THIS YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT OPENED APPLICATIONS, SO STATES THAT DIDN'T MAKE THE CUT THE FIRST TIME, COULD HAVE ANOTHER CHANCE.  REDSTONE MADE THE CUT AGAIN, IN FACT, IT IS ONE OF THE TOP 6 CONTENDERS.  RIGHT NOW, SPACE COMMAND IS (PROVISIONALLY HEADQUARTERED AT PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO, UNTIL A (PERMANENT BASE MAYOR TOMMY BATTLE SAYS HUNTSVILLE IS THE (CLEAR CHOICE( FOR THE HEADQUARTERS, CITING MISSILE DEFENSE, AEROSPACE, AND INTELLIGENCE WORK THAT IS (ALREADY BEING COMPLETED IN THE ROCKET JUST INTO THE NEWSROOM.  THE HUNTSVILLE POLICE OFFICER INVOLVED IN THE SHOOTING DEATH OF ALBERTO RIVAS LAST MONTH IS BACK ON PATROL.  POLICE TELL US THE OFFICER WAS MOVED FROM AN ADMINISTRATIVE ROLE (AFTER( AN INCIDENT REVIEW BOARD FOUND THE OFFICER FOLLOWED H- P-D POLICY WHEN RESPONDING TO EDINBURGH DRIVE ON OCTOBER 16-TH. 
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			 			[5:03:35 PM] [1:22]  BY CONNECTING TO THE NATIONAL KEY SERVER, THAT NOTIFICATION IS NOW EXTENDED BEYOND ALABAMA TO STATES LIKE NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK, NORTH CAROLINA, MARYLAND OR MICHIGAN.  DR. KAREN LANDERS: I THINK IN TERMS OF ADDING THIS APP TO THE MIX, THIS IS ANOTHER TOOL FOR PEOPLE TO USE TO REALLY ACCESS THE RISK SITUATION SHOULD THEY CHOSE TO MAKE A DECISION TO TRAVEL OR TO GO OUTSIDE OF THEIR NORMAL, I CALL IT QUARANTINE BUBBLE.  GOVERNOR IVEY ALLOTTED 30-MILLION DOLLARS OF FEDERAL CARES ACT MONEY TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE APP.  IT IS FREE FOR USERS.  YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE APP FOR FREE ON THE ALABAMA ADDED 24-HUNDRED NEW CASES OF COVID-19 TODAY.  ABOUT 18-HUNDRED OF THOSE CASES ARE CONFIRMED.  NEARLY 600 NEW PROBABLE CASES ARE INCLUDED IN TODAY'S TOTAL.  SINCE MARCH, ALABAMA HAS REPORTED NEARLY 226-THOUSAND COVID-19 CASES.  THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT ESTIMATES 88-GUNTERSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL IS THE LATEST SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE TENNESSEE VALLEY TO ANNOUNCE ITS SWITCH TO VIRTUAL LEARNING.  WE'RE TOLD SEVERAL STAFF MEMBERS HAVE EITHER TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19, (OR HAVE COME INTO CLOSE CONTACT WITH SOMEONE WHO (HAS THE VIRUS. 
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			 48 NEWS AT 4 PM			Nov 19 2020 04:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[4:00:23 PM] [0:54]  BREAKING NEWS!  HUNTSVILLE IS (ONCE AGAIN( ON THE LIST FOR THE POTENTIAL HOME FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  GOVERNOR KAY IVEY MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT THIS AFTERNOON VIA TWITTER.  IF THIS SOUNDS FAMILIAR, IT IS.  REDSTONE ARSENAL WAS PREVIOUSLY IN THE RUNNING TO BE H-Q.  THERE WAS EVEN A SITE SURVEY!  WE'RE TOLD THE GOVERNMENT OPENED APPLICATIONS (AGAIN( IN MARCH.  SITES FROM 26 STATES WERE SUBMITTED.  REDSTONE MADE THE TOP-6 SHORTLIST AGAIN, ALONG WITH PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO, WHERE THE U-S SPACE COMMAND WAS NO TRIAL DATE SET FOR LIMESTONE COUNTY SHERIFF MIKE BLAKELY TODAY.  THAT'S ACCORDING TO THE STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE.  BLAKELY FACES NUMEROUS THEFT AND ETHICS CHARGES. 
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			 			[4:02:53 PM] [0:32]  THE STATE HAS UNTIL TOMORROW TO CERTIFY RESULTS MEMBERS OF THE TRUMP CAMPAIGN CONTINUE TO FIGHT WHAT THEY CALL VOTER FRAUD ACROSS MULTIPLE STATES.  PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S PERSONAL ATTORNEY RUDY GIULIANI AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS LEGAL TEAM HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE AT THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS TODAY.  THE TEAM BELIEVES THERE WAS A NATIONALLY COORDINATED EFFORT TO TAMPER WITH THE ELECTION.  GIULIANI PROMISES MAJOR LAWSUITS IN GEORGIA, ARIZONA, AND POSSIBLY NEW MEXICO. 
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			 			[4:04:10 PM] [1:01]  BIDEN AND VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT (COMMA-LA) KAMALA HARRIS HELD A MEETING WITH THE NATIONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION'S LEADERSHIP TEAM.  THAT INCLUDES 5- REPUBLICANS AND 4-DEMOCRATS.  ALABAMA'S GOVERNOR KAY COMING UP LATER THIS HOUR, HEAR IVEY'S RESPONSE TO THE MEETING, AND HER THOUGHTS ON A BIDEN (PAUSE FOR ANIMATION) NEW COVID-19 CASES ARE BACK ABOVE 2-THOUSAND IN ALABAMA. 24-HUNDRED CASES HAVE BEEN ADDED TO THE STATE TOTAL IN THE LAST 24- HOURS.  18-HUNDRED CASES ARE CONFIRMED, AND ABOUT 600- CASES ARE PROBABLE.  THAT BRINGS THE STATEWIDE TOTAL TO NEARLY 226- THOUSAND-CASES. 50-MORE DEATHS HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED.  10-OF THOSE DEATHS ARE IN NORTH ALABAMA.  MADISON COUNTY REPORTED 6-NEW DEATHS. 2 DEATHS WERE REPORTED IN LIMESTONE COUNTY. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  17,327   			 Ad Value:  $250   			 Calc Ad Value:  $1,225   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $3,675   			 Runtime:  2:27   			 








			 


			 


			 9. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WAFF2   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 WAFF 48 News at 6:30 PM on Bounce TV			Nov 19 2020 06:30PM CT 


			 


			 			[6:30:35 PM] [0:22]  WHY GOVERNOR KAY IVEY WAS ON A CALL WITH PRESIDENT-ELECT JOE BIDEN.  FIRST TONIGHT, THE FOOD BANK OF NORTH ALABAMA IS (CLOSING THROUGH (THANKSGIVING BECAUSE OF COVID-19. (THROUGHOUT THIS PANDEMIC, THE NON-PROFIT HAS PROVIDED FOOD TO (THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IN NEED ACROSS THE TENNESSEE VALLEY.  NOW ITS BEEN HIT BY CORONAVIRUS. 
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			 			[6:32:25 PM] [1:34]  REPORTING LIVE IN HUNTSVILLE, JR, WAFF 48 NEWS.  UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS ARE ON THE (RISE IN ALABAMA 92-HUNDRED PEOPLE FILED FOR UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS LAST WEEK, ACCORDING TO NEW NUMBERS FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.  THAT'S THE (HIGHEST NUMBER OF CLAIMS SINCE AUGUST 15-TH.  3-THOUSAND OF THEM ARE COVID-19 RELATED.  JEFFERSON COUNTY HAD THE (LARGEST NUMBER OF CLAIMS.  BY THE WAY, THIS MIRRORS THE (NATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT TREND.  FIRST TIME CLAIMS IN THE U-S WERE REDSTONE ARSENAL COULD BE THE FUTURE HOME FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT'S IN THE RUNNING AGAINST (FIVE(OTHER MILITARY BASES FOR THE TITLE. IF THIS FEELS LIKE DEJA-VU, WE GET IT.  THIS IS THE (SECOND TIME( HUNTSVILLE MADE THE FINALIST LIST.  WE'RE TOLD THE GOVERNMENT OPENED APPLICATIONS (AGAIN( IN MARCH.  SITES FROM 26 STATES WERE SUBMITTED.  THESE ARE THE OTHER LOCATIONS ON THE SHORTLIST, THERE ARE SITES IN FLORIDA, NEBRASKA, NEW MEXICO, AND TEXAS.  PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO IS ALSO IN THE RUNNING.  SPACE COMMAND IS PROVISIONALLY HEADQUARTERED THERE UNTIL A PERMANENT BASE IS ESTABLISHED.  A FINAL DECISION IS EXPECTED EARLY WE HAVE NEW DEVELOPMENTS ON THE BODY FOUND IN COLBERT COUNTY (YESTERDAY.  THE BODY WAS SENT TO THE FORENSICS LAB IN HUNTSVILLE FOR IDENTIFICATION (AND TO DETERMINE A CAUSE OF DEATH. 
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			 NEWS CHANNEL 19 AT 6:30 PM			Nov 19 2020 06:30PM CT 


			 


			 			[6:53:21 PM] [0:22]  TONIGHT AT 9 THE FOOD BANK OF NORTH ALABAMA CLOSED AT LEAST TEMPORARILY AND WE'RE LEARNING WHAT THAT MEANS FOR FAMILIES IN NEED OF A HOLIDAY MEAL THAT STORY TONIGHT ON NEWS 19 AT 9 NORTH ALABAMA'S CW AND THEN AT 10 REDSTONE ARSENAL BACK IN THE RUNNING FOR THE. HOME OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND NEWS NINETEEN'S MADISON NEAL IS LEARNING MORE ABOUT THIS PROCESS AND WHAT THE HEADQUARTERS COULD BRING FOR THE TENNESSEE VALLEY THAT STORY TONIGHT ON NEWS 19 AT 10. 
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			 NEWS CHANNEL 19 AT 4 PM			Nov 19 2020 04:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[4:05:00 PM] [0:28]  ARSENAL MAY BE THE HOME TO THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND WITHIN THE LAST HOUR.  ALABAMA GOVERNOR KAY IVEY TWEETING THAT THE ARSENAL IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS.  THE BE THE SPACE COMMAND'S PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS.  THE PROCESS TO FIND A NEW HOME OPENED IN MAY AGAIN AFTER THE SEARCH OPENED THIS YEAR.  IN A STATEMENT, THE REDSTONE REGIONAL ALLIANCE SAYS THAT IT IS HONORED AND EXCITED BY THE NEWS AND THEY'RE GRATEFUL FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE WHY REDSTONE SHOULD BE SELECTED. 
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			 Florida named finalist for US Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:55PM CT 


			 


			 			Florida named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) - After first being shunned, Florida is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the U.S. Air Force announced Thursday.  Patrick Air Force Base in Brevard County is one of six finalists for the HEADQUARTERS of the military's space operations. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and Florida wasn't on the list. But the Air Force restarted the selection process because of complaints that it hadn't been transparent enough. "It was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded," U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said in a phone interview. "Florida was out of it. I mean, we were done." But with the new look at sites to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, Florida is now in the running. The presence of NASA, private space companies like SpaceX and Blue Origin, universities that focus on engineering, the military presence in central Florida and the Cape Canaveral launch pads will make Florida competitive, Waltz said. "It's just a no-brainer for Florida to be in the final consideration," said Waltz, a Republican who is on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees. "Space is in our DNA. It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." The other locations on the final list are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. About 60 locations in 24 states were being considered for the HEADQUARTERS, according to Waltz and the Air Force. Officials will visit each of the six finalist sites and make a decision on where the HEADQUARTERS will be in mid-January, Waltz said. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, in a statement sent by text from a spokesman, said, "Florida remains the world's premiere gateway to space, and with our state's long history of supporting our nation's efforts in space, Florida provides the perfect location for this new HEADQUARTERS. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio also touted the state's space industry in a news release after the decision was announced. "Florida's Space Coast has been America's gateway to the stars for decades, and Florida's robust, rapidly growing and innovative commercial space industry, in partnership with NASA, is continuing to build off this historic legacy," Rubio said. 
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			 WSFA-NBC   Market: Montgomery-Selma, AL (126) 


			 WSFA 12 NEWS AT 10 PM			Nov 19 2020 10:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[10:04:11 PM] [0:20]  JOE BIDEN AND KAMALA HARRIS MET WITH GOVERNORS ACROSS THE NATION TODAY, INCLUDING ALABAMA GOVERNOR KAY IVEY.  BIDEN PLEDGED HIS SUPPORT TO HELP WITH THE COROANVIRUS RESPONSE TO MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION'S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.  GOVERNOR IVEY, A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE, WAS PRESENT FOR THE CALL. 
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			 			[10:06:06 PM] [0:35]  NEW DETAILS NOW - HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA IS*ONCE AGAI* ON THE LIST FOR THE POTENTIAL HOME FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  GOVERNOR IVEY ANNOUNCED REDSTONE ARSENAL IS IN THE TOP SIX REMAINING SITES.  REDSTONE IS JOINED BY PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO, WHERE THE U-S SPACE COMMAND WAS HOUSED WHEN IT WAS PART OF THE AIR FORCE.  SPACE COMMAND IS PROVISIONALLY HEADQUARTERED THERE UNTIL A PERMANENT BASE IS ESTABLISHED.  TAKING A LOOK OUTSIDE NOW, WE'RE IN FOR ANOTHER CHILLY NIGHT.  WSFA FIRST ALERT CHIEF METEOROLOGIST JOSH JOHNSON IS LIVE WITH THE DETAILS. 
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			 Florida named finalist for US Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 11:06PM CT 


			 


			 			Florida named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) - After first being shunned, Florida is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the U.S. Air Force announced Thursday.  Patrick Air Force Base in Brevard County is one of six finalists for the HEADQUARTERS of the military's space operations. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and Florida wasn't on the list. But the Air Force restarted the selection process because of complaints that it hadn't been transparent enough. "It was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded," U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said in a phone interview. "Florida was out of it. I mean, we were done." But with the new look at sites to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, Florida is now in the running. The presence of NASA, private space companies like SpaceX and Blue Origin, universities that focus on engineering, the military presence in central Florida and the Cape Canaveral launch pads will make Florida competitive, Waltz said. "It's just a no-brainer for Florida to be in the final consideration," said Waltz, a Republican who is on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees. "Space is in our DNA. It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." PLAY Top Articles A year ago today, in pictures: Lebanon protesters shut down Parliament and more moments you may remember Video Settings Full Screen About Connatix V77884 Read More Read More Read More Read More Read More Read More 1 min. story Skip SPONSORED Visit Advertiser website GO TO PAGE Coming Next Skip Ad The other locations on the final list are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. About 60 locations in 24 states were being considered for the HEADQUARTERS, according to Waltz and the Air Force. Officials will visit each of the six finalist sites and make a decision on where the HEADQUARTERS will be in mid-January, Waltz said. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, in a statement sent by text from a spokesman, said, "Florida remains the world's premiere gateway to space, and with our state's long history of supporting our nation's efforts in space, Florida provides the perfect location for this new HEADQUARTERS. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio also touted the state's space industry in a news release after the decision was announced. "Florida's Space Coast has been America's gateway to the stars for decades, and Florida's robust, rapidly growing and innovative commercial space industry, in partnership with NASA, is continuing to build off this historic legacy," Rubio said. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			"You sp. MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP)  ALABAMA'S incoming Republican U.S. Sen, Tommy Tuberville, who made loyalty to President Donald Trump a central theme o. COCOA, Fla. (AP) - Video released by a Florida sheriff's office shows two deputies pulling their weapons and one firing at a car as it drives. GADSDEN, Ala. 
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			 			(AP) - Greeks are credited with the emergence of the Tarpon Springs sponge docks, but Black residents were among the industry's ea. MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) - A municipal court vacancy in ALABAMA'S capital has been filled.  Author: Brendan Farrington
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			 Top Headlines: Redstone One of Six Finalists to be U.S. Space Command Headquarte			Nov 20 2020 03:01PM CT 


			 


			 			Top Headlines: Redstone One of Six Finalists to be U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Huntsville's Slyman named Builder of the Year  REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD at Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville is one of six finalists to become the HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. The finalists, drawn from contenders in 24 states, also include sites in New Mexico, Nebraska, Florida, Colorado and Texas. Selection of the location for the HEADQUARTERS should be made in early 2021.  United States Air Force  The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation will award $26 million from its Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund to four projects in ALABAMA: Bon Secour River Headwaters Restoration, Phase II; Wolf Creek Headwaters Restoration, Phase I; Dauphin Island East End Beach and Dune Restoration; and Dauphin Island Causeway Shoreline and Habitat Restoration Project, Phase II.  Fox 10 Todd Slyman, of Placemakers North America , has been named the Home Builders Association of ALABAMA'S Jerry Kyser Builder of the Year. Slyman, of Huntsville, received the honor at HBAA's convention in Destin, Florida.  Huntsville Business Journal AuburnBank broke ground this week on a four-story, 91,000-square-foot building that will put its retail banking and operations in one location. It's the third HEADQUARTERS for the 113-year-old bank. The new building is at the corner of Magnolia Avenue and Gay Street and is expected to be completed in late 2021.  Auburn Villager Tuscaloosa-based Boone Newspapers is buying two newspapers in Louisiana from Shearman Co. 
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			 7 Things: Ivey meets with Biden and Harris, CDC against Thanksgiving travel, the			Nov 20 2020 02:23PM CT 


			 


			 			7 Things: Ivey meets with Biden and Harris, CDC against Thanksgiving travel, the election still isn't over and more.  After it was announced that State Senator Cam Ward (R-Alabaster) will be appointed to the director of the ALABAMA Bureau of Pardons and Paroles, he's now said that he will take a "balanced approach" to issues within the agency.  Ward said that with the agency, "You've got to find a balanced approach that is pragmatic and, at the same time, based upon facts and data." He added that he thinks they "need to get back to that." 6. Huntsville could still get the SPACE COMMAND ALABAMA Governor Kay Ivey (R) announced in a tweet that the Redstone Arsenal was in the running to be the home for United States SPACE COMMAND. This is the second time that the North ALABAMA installation made the list of six op contenders for the HEADQUARTERS. But even as this conversation is taking place, some are pressuring presumed President-elect Joe Biden to end the Space Program - not because it is a bad idea, but because President Donald Trump established it. 5. 
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			 U.S. Rep. Aderholt: COVID-relief package in lame-duck unlikely unless Pelosi wil			Nov 20 2020 12:51PM CT 


			 


			 			The Senate is still in control through this Congress, for sure. And, it just won't go anywhere. So, unless the Speaker is willing to pare down on the House side, then I don't see it going anywhere until maybe after the new year." @Jeff_Poor is a graduate of Auburn University and the University of South ALABAMA, the editor of Breitbart TV, a columnist for Mobile's Lagniappe Weekly, and. HOST of Mobile's "The Jeff Poor Show" from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. on FM Talk 106.5. Huntsville still in contention for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS Huntsville's Redstone Arsenal has once again been named as a finalist to be the permanent HEADQUARTERS of United States SPACE COMMAND, Governor Kay Ivey announced on Thursday. The Rocket City was previously named as one of six finalists for the HQ, however the formulation of a new list was ordered earlier this year. Thursday's announcement saw this new list released; there were also six finalists named this time around, including Colorado's Peterson Air Force Base, which is SPACE COMMAND'S current temporary HEADQUARTERS. The four other finalists are New Mexico's Kirtland Air Force Base, Nebraska's Offutt Air Force Base, Florida's Patrick Air Force Base and Texas' Port San Antonio. Peterson and Redstone are the only locations to be named to both the new list and the previous one.
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			 			US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: The 5 military bases competing with ALABAMA  Rocket engine company Aerojet Rocketdyne successfully qualified its Launch Abort System motor for the Orion capsule in a test-firing today at the Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Ala. The motor will pull the capsule and its astronaut crew off the Space Launch System if something goes wrong during launch.  The Pentagon has narrowed its choices on the permanent HEADQUARTERS location for U.S. SPACE COMMAND to six finalists, Air Force officials announced Thursday. The remaining candidates to house the newest combatant command are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, Port San Antonio in Texas, and Redstone Arsenal in ALABAMA, according to the Air Force. A final decision is expected in early 2021, said Ann Stefanek, a spokeswoman for the service charged with making the final basing decision for SPACECOM. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Stefanek said. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." The Air Force initially expected to announce a home base for SPACE COMMAND'S about 1,400 military and civilian HEADQUARTERS workforce by late 2019, even releasing a different list of six. finalists as possible locations last year. But the service scrapped those plans in May and began a new search. The new effort allowed American communities to self-nominate themselves for consideration to HOST SPACE COMMAND. Air Force officials at that time announced that to be considered, communities must be within 25 miles of an existing military base, within one of the top 150 most populous Metropolitan Statistical Areas within the country, and score at least 50 out of 100 points on the American Association of Retired Persons.  Livability Index. SPACECOM was formally established in August 2019 to oversee and control the U.S. military's myriad space-based infrastructure and operations. It has been temporarily housed at Peterson AFB in Colorado Springs since it was established. Peterson AFB is one of two locations to twice be named a finalist. The Army's Redstone Arsenal near Huntsville, Ala., is the other. Stefanek said the Air Force considered locations in 24 states before naming the finalists on Thursday. Air Force officials have said previously the service estimated it could take some six years to build the facilities necessary to house U.S. SPACE COMMAND, once a location is chosen. SPACE COMMAND'S establishment last year was actually a re-establishment of the combatant command, after the Pentagon shuttered it in 2002 as part of the post-9/11 government restructuring. It was established just months before the newest military branch, U.S. Space Force, was founded last year. Under Defense Department structure, the military services - in this case, the Space Force - are responsible for training and equipping troops who then operate under the leadership and control of a combatant command- in this case, the SPACE COMMAND. Space Force, as it grows, is expected to provide the bulk of the troops assigned to SPACE COMMAND, but the other military services will also provide some troops to the command, officials have said. SPACE COMMAND is now led by Army four-star Gen. James Dickinson. Space Force, like all military services, is HEADQUARTERED at the Pentagon, where it will remain. It is led by Gen. Jay Raymond, the chief of space operations. 
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			 Gov.: Redstone among top 6 candidates for Space Command HQ			Nov 20 2020 06:20PM CT 


			 


			 			Gov.: Redstone among top 6 candidates for SPACE COMMAND HQ  FILE  ALABAMA Gov. Kay Ivey, right, and State Health Officer Scott Harris announce the extension of a state order requiring face masks in public during a press conference, Wednesday, July 29, 2020, in Montgomery, ALABAMA.(AP Photo/Kim Chandler)  Posted Friday, ASSOCIATED PRESS HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP) - Redstone Arsenal is once again in contention to be the site of the permanent HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, which was established in 2018 to oversee military operations in space. Gov. Kay Ivey announced Thursday on Twitter that the location was one of six finalists for the permanent HEADQUARTERS, according to WHNT. President Donald Trump established the U.S. SPACE COMMAND in December 2018. According to the organization's website, it is designed to conduct "operations in, from, and to space to deter conflict, and if necessary, defeat aggression, deliver space combat power for the Joint/Combined force, and defend U.S. vital interests with allies and partners." The Redstone location was on a previous list for. the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS and then the Pentagon earlier this year revised the search for the HEADQUARTERS. "The synergy of a lot of what they're going to be doing and what we have here in our history, there's a really good fit," Huntsville-Madison County Chamber President and CEO Chip Cherry told WHNT. "There's a reason we made this list twice.
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			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 06:03PM CT 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S.  SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. Port San Antonio was home to the former Kelly Air Force Base and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, ALABAMA; and San Antonio, Texas. In June, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering Texas as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than Port San Antonio. "Not only does the state of Texas have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in Texas," Abbott said. Waltz argues Florida is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both Florida and Texas, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 04:02PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S.  SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 			Florida named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) - After first being shunned, Florida is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the U.S. Air Force announced Thursday.  Patrick Air Force Base in Brevard County is one of six finalists for the HEADQUARTERS of the military's space operations. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and Florida wasn't on the list. But the Air Force restarted the selection process because of complaints that it hadn't been transparent enough. "It was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded," U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said in a phone interview. "Florida was out of it. I mean, we were done." But with the new look at sites to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, Florida is now in the running. The presence of NASA, private space companies like SpaceX and Blue Origin, universities that focus on engineering, the military presence in central Florida and the Cape Canaveral launch pads will make Florida competitive, Waltz said. "It's just a no-brainer for Florida to be in the final consideration," said Waltz, a Republican who is on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees. "Space is in our DNA. It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." The other locations on the final list are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. About 60 locations in 24 states were being considered for the HEADQUARTERS, according to Waltz and the Air Force. Officials will visit each of the six finalist sites and make a decision on where the HEADQUARTERS will be in mid-January, Waltz said. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, in a statement sent by text from a spokesman, said, "Florida remains the world's premiere gateway to space, and with our state's long history of supporting our nation's efforts in space, Florida provides the perfect location for this new HEADQUARTERS. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio also touted the state's space industry in a news release after the decision was announced. "Florida's Space Coast has been America's gateway to the stars for decades, and Florida's robust, rapidly growing and innovative commercial space industry, in partnership with NASA, is continuing to build off this historic legacy," Rubio said. 
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			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS By Bethany Blankley | The Center Square Nov 20, 2020  Facebook Twitter WhatsApp SMS Email Print Save  (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS. of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. Port San Antonio was home to the former Kelly Air Force Base and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, ALABAMA; and San Antonio, Texas. More from this section Video TV chef sparks culinary controversy over toast Video CNN goes inside a small-town hospital in Iowa struggling to keep up with Covid-19 cases Video What Dr. Fauci wants to see during the Covid-19 pandemic In June, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering Texas as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than Port San Antonio. "Not only does the state of Texas have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in Texas," Abbott said. Waltz argues Florida is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both Florida and Texas, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. This article originally ran on thecentersquare.com Facebook Twitter WhatsApp SMS Email Print Save Tags Air Force Military Politics HEADQUARTERS Florida U.s. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS Greg Abbott National Guard Department Of The Air Force Locations Illinois Chicago TownNews.com Content Exchange by Taboola by Taboola Sponsored Links Sponsored Links Promoted Links. Promoted Links You May Like Health Benefits These Knee Sleeves Will Transform Your Knees Back 20 Years Health Benefits Undo Starscope Is This $47 Monocular Better Than $3000 Telescopes? Starscope Undo Babbel An Expert Explains Why This App Is the Best for Learning a New Language Babbel Undo Desert Order No Install, play this game for free in your browser Desert Order Undo GoGoPeak Top 10 Most Beautiful Cities In The World GoGoPeak Undo Buzzylane Here Are The Effects Of Oatmeal. On Your Body Buzzylane Undo Hueytown Graduate Caullin Bracy Signs To Play Basketball For The Coastal ALABAMA Warhawks Undo ALABAMA Governor Ivey Launches State's Guide to COVID-19 Relief Efforts Undo ALABAMA Governor Ivey Announces Over $298 Million Awarded to Public School and College Authority Projects Undo by Taboola by Taboola Sponsored. Links Sponsored Links Promoted Links Promoted Links You May Like Trending Now Play this Game for 1 Minute and see why everyone is addicted. No Install. 
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			 			U.S. Space Force Command HQ could be in ALABAMA  HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP) - Redstone Arsenal is once again in contention to be the site of the permanent HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, which was established in 2018 to oversee military operations in space.  Gov. Kay Ivey announced Thursday on Twitter that the location was one of six finalists for the permanent HEADQUARTERS, according to WHNT. President Donald Trump established the U.S. SPACE COMMAND in December 2018. According to the organization's website, it is designed to conduct "operations in, from, and to space to deter conflict, and if necessary, defeat aggression, deliver space combat power for the Joint/Combined force, and defend U.S. vital interests with allies and partners." The Redstone location was on a previous list for. the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS and then the Pentagon earlier this year revised the search for the HEADQUARTERS. "The synergy of a lot of what they're going to be doing and what we have here in our history, there's a really good fit," Huntsville-Madison County Chamber President and CEO Chip Cherry told WHNT. "There's a reason we made this list twice."  Author: Erica Thomas
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			 			[5:45:44 AM] [0:40]  TWO GOVERNMENT RELIEF PROGRAMS UNDER THE CARES ACT ARE SET TO EXPIRE NEXT MONTH.  THIS IS GOING TO SPECIFICALLY AFFECT GIG WORKERS AND FREELANCE WORKERS.  BEGINNING IN JANUARY THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR WILL RESUME ITS WORK SEARCH REQUIREMENTS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT.  MEANWHILE, THE GROWING NUMBER OF AMERICANS WHO ARE UNEMPLOYED IS ONLY ADDING MORE PRESSURE ON CONGRESS TO ACT.  HERE IN ALABAMA MORE THAN 92-HUNDRED INITAL CLAIMS WERE FILED LAST WEEK.  THAT'S UP ABOUT 500 FROM THE WEEK BEFORE.  THE MAJORITY OF THE CLAIMS ARE IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, WITH THOSE WORKING IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, WITH THOSE WORKING IN MANUFACTURING BEING IMPACTED THE MOST. 
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			 			[5:48:04 AM] [0:19]  THE APPROVED BUDGETS WILL GO INTO EFFECT JANUARY 1ST.  RIGHT NOW, HUNTSVILLE'S REDSTON ARSENAL IS A TOP FINALIST TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  HUNTSVILLE WAS FIRST SELECTED AS A CANDIDATE LAST YEAR.  GOVERNOR IVEY FIRST TWEETED OUT THE NEWS YESTERDAY EVENING. 
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			 			[5:49:27 AM] [0:39]  AND EUROPE.  THE SATELLITE ALSO COMES WITH INSTRUMENTS THAT WILL HELP TO IMPROVE WEATHER FORECASTS, CLIMATE MODELS, AND HURRICANE TRACKING.  ANCHORS TOSS TO TAYLOR THE ALABAMA WEEKEND: SATURDAY WILL BE MOSTLY SUNNY WITH A HIGH IN THE LOW 70S, AND FOR NOW SUNDAY LOOKS DRY DURING THE DAY DESPITE A SLOW INCREASE IN MOISTURE WITH A PARTLY SUNNY SKY.  SUNDAY'S HIGH WILL BE IN THE 72-75 DEGREE RANGE.  A COLD FRONT COULD TRIGGER A FEW ISOLATED SHOWERS OVER THE NORTHERN QUARTER OF THE STATE SUNDAY NIGHT, BUT AMOUNTS SHOULD BE LIGHT AND SPOTTY. 
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			 			[4:05:20 PM] [1:00]  WE'LL GET TO THAT AT 6:00 IN THE MEANTIME IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS EMAIL ME WVTM 13 AT WVTM. COM.  WE ALSO HAVE TESTING LOCATION SITES ALL AROUND CENTRAL, ALABAMA.  THOSE ARE SCROLLING AS YOU CAN SEE AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR TV.  WE ALSO HAVE THE LIST ON THE WVTM 13 APP AND OUR WEBSITE CLICK ON TRACKING THE CURVE ON OUR HOME PAGE AND SCROLL ALL THE WAY DOWN FOR A LINK TO ALL THE TESTING SITES THAT INCLUDES PHONE NUMBERS AND HOURS OF OPERATION.  HERE WVTM 13.  WE ARE WORKING TO HELP FAMILIES ALL THROUGHOUT THE CENTRAL ALABAMA AREA.  WE HAVE PARTNERED WITH THE UPS STORE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK OF CENTRAL, ALABAMA AND THE COMMUNITY CARE DEVELOPMENT NETWORK TO COLLECT FOOD SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND ALSO TAKE DONATIONS.  YOU CAN DROP OFF THOSE NON PERISHABLE FOOD AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES AT PARTICIPATING UPS STORES.  YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE AND WE'VE GOT THAT INFORMATION AS WELL ON THE WVTM 13 APP CENTER POINT PASTOR AND HIS CONGREGATION ARE DEVASTATED THAT THEY'RE BUILDING WAS DAMAGED A FIRE TODAY WVTM 13TH MAGDALA LOOSE AND IS JOINING US LIVE NEAR GREATER GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH NOW MAGDALA. 
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			 			[4:08:08 PM] [0:25]  WE'RE SEEING LOTS OF SUNSHINE RIGHT UP UNTIL SUNSET WHICH IS ABOUT 30 35 MINUTES AWAY FROM NOW AND TEMPERATURES THIS AFTERNOON MADE IT UP INTO THE LOW 70S.  SO WARMER TODAY THAN THE LAST FEW DAYS STILL SITTING IN THE LOW 70S ACROSS MUCH OF WEST ALABAMA UPPER.  EAST FOR THE REST OF US NOW ONCE THE SUN GOES DOWN TEMPERATURES AGAIN WILL DROP OFF PRETTY QUICKLY CLEAR SKIES AND LIGHT WINDS IN PLACE OVERNIGHT TONIGHT.  WE'RE BACK INTO THE MIDDLE TO UPPER 40S FOR LOW TEMPERATURE. 
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			 			[4:09:31 PM] [0:30]  HIS FIRST IN-PERSON MEETING SINCE WINNING THE ELECTION MEETING TODAY WITH HOUSE SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI AND SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER.  CHUCK SCHUMER.  GOT SOME VIDEO TO SHOW YOU YOU CAN SEE HERE THE PRESIDENT-ELECT ARRIVING AT THAT MAKESHIFT TRANSITION HEADQUARTERS IN DOWNTOWN WILMINGTON, DELAWARE THE PRIVATE DISCUSSION EXPECTED TO TOUCH ON A NUMBER OF THINGS COVID-19 RELIEF BILL AND PLANS TO DISTRIBUTE THE COVID VACCINE THE COUNTRY'S SPACE FORCE IS STILL. HAPPENING AND IT COULD BE A HUGE WIN FOR ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE HAS NARROWED THE LIST OF POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF A SPACE COMMAND.  PORTER'S THE SHORT LIST OF SIX LOCATIONS INCLUDES REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN HUNTSVILLE, THE SPACE FORCE IS TO DEFEND OUR
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			 			[6:51:07 AM] [0:27]  NEW THIS MORNING, SPACE FORCE, THAT'S STILL HAPPENING AND IT MIGHT BE HAPPENING HERE IN OUR STATE.  CARLA: THIS COULD BE HUGE NEWS FOR ALABAMA.  THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NOW NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORT LIST CONSISTS OF SIX LOCATIONS.  INCLUDING REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD UP IN HUNTSVILLE.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  RICK: ANOTHER HOLIDAY FORCED TO CHANGE THANKS TO COVID GROUNDHOGS DAY. 
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			 			[5:07:29 AM] [0:27]  CARLA: THIS COULD BE HUGE NEWS.  THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NARROWING DOWN POSSIBILITIES FOR THE LOCATION OF A U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORTLIST CONTAINED SIX LOCATIONS INCLUDING REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD.  THE LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  RICK: COUNTRY MUSIC STAR RILEY GREEN RETURNING HOME TO JACKSONVILLE STATE FOR A BENEFIT CONCERT. 
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			 NBC 15 NEWS AT NOON			Nov 20 2020 12:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[12:09:47 PM] [0:13]  ALABAMA COULD BE HOME TO THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE U.S.  AIR FORCE SELECTED SIX CANDIDATE LOCATION, REDSTONE ARMY AIR FIELD IN HUNTSVILLE IS ON THE LIST FOLLOWED BY KIRKLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO. 
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			 The Moulton Advertiser   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:12PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  1,605   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $35   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $105   			 Word Count:  158   			 Average Stay:  45.43   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  1,871,006   			 Page Views:  12,965   








			 


			 


			 31. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WAAY-ABC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 WAAY 31 News at 4 PM			Nov 20 2020 04:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[4:00:23 PM] [3:37]  WE HAVE MORE BREAKING NEWS TONIGHT.  IN THE LAST HALF HOUR ALABAMA ATTORNEY GENERAL STEVE MARSHALL ANNOUNCED THE STATE FILED A LAWSUIT AGAINST MADISON COUNTY.  IT'S FOR REMOVING THE CONFEDERATE MONUMENT.  THAT MONUMENT WAS RELOCATED TO THE MAPLE HILL CEMETERY LAST MONTH.  MARSHALL SAYS THE COUNTY VIOLATED THE "ALABAMA MEMORIAL PRESERVACTION ACT.  AS A RESULT, THE IT COULD FACE A FINE OF UP TO 25 THOUSAND DOLLARS.  THANK YOU FOR JOINING US.  I'M NAJAHE SHERMAN.  AND I'M DAN SHAFFER.  WE'VE CALLED AND EMAILED MADISON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SEVERAL TIMES TODAY, BUT ONLY DISTRICT 6 COMMISSIONER VIOLET EDWARDS GOT BACK TO US BUT SHE DIDN'T HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THE LAWSUIT.  NOW THIS LAWSUIT CONTRADICTS WHAT THE MADISON COUNTY COMMISSION HAS TOLD US FOR THE PAST MONTH.  THE COMMISSION CHAIRMAN DALE STRONG PREVIOUSLY SAID THEY FOLLOWED EVERY STEP TO MOVE THE MONUMENT LEGALY.  THEY REQUESTED A WAIVER FROM THE COMMITTEE ON ALABAMA MONUMENT PROTECTION BUT RECEIVED NO RESPONSE, STRONG ARGUES THAT SINCE THE COMMITTEE DID NOT RESPOND AFTER 90 DAYS THE COUNTY COULD MOVE THE CONFEDERATE MONUMENT LEGALLY. ON THE OTHER HAND THE COMMITTEE SAYS IT CANNOT ISSUE ANY WAIVERS TO RELOCATE THE MONUMENT BECAUSE THE LAW FROM 2017 PROTECTS MONUMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN IN PLACE FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS.  TODAY THE CITY OF FLORENCE TOLD US IT IS STILL WAITING TO GET PERMISSION TO MOVE ITS CONFEDERATE MONUMENT.  LAST MONTH THE CITY PASSED 2 RESOLUTIONS.  IT'S IN ORDER TO ASK THE COUNTY COMMISSION FOR PERMISSION TO GO ON THE PROPERTY.  THE OTHER RESOLUTION ASKS THE COMMITTEE ON ALABAMA MONUMENT PROTECTION FOR A WAIVER TO MOVE IT.  THAT COMMITTEE SAYS IT HAS NO JURISDICTION OVER CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN IN PLACE FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS.  THE CITY OF ALBERTVILLE HAS YET TO MAKE ANY DECISION ON THE REMOVAL OF ITS CONFEDERATE MONUMENT.  A NEW FENCE WAS SET UP AROUND THE MONUMENT OUTSIDE THE MARSHALL COUNTY COURTHOUSE IN ALBERTVILLE YESTERDAY.  THE MARSHALL COUNTY COMMISSION SAYS IT'S JUST A SAFETY PRECAUTION FOR KIDS IN THE AREA.  PROTEST ORGANIZERS PREVIOUSLY TOLD US THE FENCE WOULD NOT STOP THEM FROM CALLING FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE MONUMENT.  BY THE WAY THAT MONUMENT CAN BE MOVED WITHOUT A FINE BECAUSE IT WAS PUT UP IN 1996.  WE ARE STILL WAITING TO HEAR BACK FROM THE COUNTY COMMISSION.  WE'LL BRING YOU THE LATEST UPDATES BOTH ON AIR AND ONLINE AS SOON AS WE HEAR BACK.  WE ARE LEARNING NEW INFORMATION ABOUT WHY THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HAD TO RESTART ITS SEARCH FOR A NEW HEADQUARTERS.  THE "SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE PUBLIC AFFAIRS" TOLD US THE PROCESS WAS ORIGINALLY STOPPED BECAUSE OF ORGANIZATION AND PERSONNEL CHANGES CAUSED BY THE U-S SPACE FORCE!  THE PROCESS THEN RESUMED THIS SUMMER WITH A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT APPROACH.  THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIRFORCE SAYS IT EXPANDED THE CRITERIA FOR LOCATIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION.  THE REDSTONE ARSENAL WAS 1 OF 2 FACILITIES THAT WAS SELECTED TWICE TO BE AMONG THE 6 FINALISTS TO BECOME THE NEW HEADQUARTERS.  AT THIS TIME IT IS UNCLEAR WHEN A TEAM WILL COME TO HUNTSVILLE TO SURVEY THE BASE AGAIN.  A FINAL DECISION ON THE NEW LOCATION IS EXPECTED EARLY NEXT YEAR.  THE HUNTSVILLE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SAYS THE NEW HEADQUARTERS COULD BRING AROUND 14 NEW JOBS TO THE AREA.  FW: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING SPACE COMMAND HQ SELECTION PROCESS RIGHT NOW HUNTSVILLE POLICE IS LOOKING FOR THE GUNMAN RESPONSIBLE FOR KILLING A TEENAGER DURING A SHOOTING INSIDE A RESTAURANT IN NORTH HUNTSVILLE OVERNIGHT.  WE FIRST BROUGHT YOU THIS STORY AS BREAKING NEWS AT 10 LAST NIGHT.  POLICE SAY 18-YEAR-OLD DEANDREARRINGTON WAS FOUND LYING ON THE FLOOR INSIDE 708 BAR AND GRILLE ON POPLAR AVENUE IN THE CAVALRY HILLS NEIGHBOROHOOD. 
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			 WAAY-ABC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 31 NEWS MIDDAY			Nov 20 2020 11:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[11:06:03 AM] [3:52]  A RETIRED GENERAL WEIGHS IN AFTER REDSTONE ARSENAL WAS SELECTED AS A FINALIST TO HOST THE U-S SPACE COMMAND!  REDSTONE IS THE ONLY NON-AIR FORCE BASE UNDER CONSIDERATION.  SPACE COMMAND WOULD BRING 14-HUNDRED JOBS TO THE AREA.  THAT'S A COMBINATION OF BOTH UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN POSITIONS.  MEMBERS OF THE HUNTSVILLE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SAY THEY ARE CONFIDENT REDSTONE WILL COME OUT THE WINNER.  REDSTONE ARSENAL CERTAINLY CAN ACCOMMODATE AND IT HAS A NUMBER OF SPACE-RELATED ACTIVITIES ON THE ARSENAL AND A NUMBER OF AEROSPACE AND DEFENSE-RELATED ACTIVITIES IN THE LOCAL AREA, FROM WHICH TO DRAW ON.  LOCAL LEADERS SAY DECISION MAKERS WILL VISIT REDSTONE ARSENAL AGAIN BEFORE MAKING THAT FINAL SELECTION.  WE EXPECT A DECISION ON WHICH SITE WILL HOUSE SPACE COMMAND EARLY NEXT YEAR.  HUNTSVILLE MAYOR TOMMY BATTLE RELEASED A STATEMENT ON THE FINAL SELECTION.  HE SAID HUNTSVILLE IS THE CLEAR CHOICE FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  BATTLE SAID QUOTE "WE HAVE THE INFRASTRUCTURE CAPACITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, LOW COST OF DOING BUSINESS AND HIGH-QUALITY EXPERTISE TO SERVE AS THE HEADQUARTERS.  NEW INFORMATION OUT OF GEORGIA.  THE SECRETARY OF STATE WILL CERTIFY JOE BIDEN AS THE STATE'S WINNER IN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.  THE SECRETARY SAID HE'S A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE PRESIDENT -BUT SAID "NUMBERS DON'T LIE.  HE BELIEVES THE NUMBERS ARE CORRECT - AND PROPOSED FUTURE LAW CHANGES TO IMPROVE PUBLIC TRUST IN ELECTION RESULTS.  PRESIDENT TRUMP STILL DISPUTES THOSE RESULTS - WE'LL GO DEEPER INTO THE TRANSITION OF POWER IN A FEW MINUTES.  NEW AT MIDDAY FLORIDA SENATOR RICK SCOTT HAS TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19.  HE SAID HE HAS A VERY MILD CASE AND WILL CONTINUE TO WORK FROM HOME.  ACCORDING TO C-NN - SCOTT IS THE 10TH SENATOR TO TEST POSITIVE.  MEANWHILE IN ALABAMA  THERE ARE MORE CORONAVIRUS INPATIENTS IN HOSPITALS THAN THEIR HAVE BEEN IN MORE THAN THREE MONTHS!  RIGHT NOW THERE ARE MORE THAN 13-HUNDRED INPATIENTS ACROSS THE STATE!  HERE IN NORTH ALABAMA THERE ARE 235 CORONAVIRUS INPATIENTS IN THE HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL HEALTH SYSTEM.  WE SPOKE WITH DR. ALI HASSOUN AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE SPECIALIST WITH THE HOSPITAL.  HE SAYS THE INCREASE IN PATIENTS IS CONCERNING AND IT COULD LEAD TO DIRE CONSEQUENCES OUTSIDE THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC. "ITS REALLY REALLY PUSHING IT TO, VERY VERY CONCERNING DR. HASSOUN RECOMMENDS NOT GATHERING FOR THANKSGIVING, DUE TO THE INCREASE IN CASES AND HOSPITALIZATIONS.  AS CASES AND HOSPITALIZATIONS GROW HERE IN ALABAMA AND ACROSS THE COUNTRY WE ARE GETTING CLARITY FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MONTHS!  THE WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE HELD ITS FIRST NEWS CONFERENCE IN MORE THAN 6 MONTHS.  MEMBERS HIGHLIGHTED THE SEVERITY OF THE SPREAD AND BEGGED PEOPLE TO WEAR MASKS! "IT IS BECAUSE OF SPREAD THAT WE HAVE ASKED PEOPLE TO WEAR MASKS INDOORS, AND TO ASK PEOPLE TO WEAR A MASK WHEN AMONG OTHERS" JOE BIDEN SPOKE WITH GOVERNORS ABOUT A POSSIBLE NATIONWIDE MASK MANDATE.  HE SAYS HE WILL NOT SHUT DOWN THE ECONOMY, BUT WILL SHUT DOWN THE VIRUS.  WE KNOW ALABAMA'S GOVERNOR KAY IVEY WAS PART OF THAT CONVERSATION.  THE HUNTSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT - LENDING A HELPING HAND IN A VERY SPECIAL WAY THIS MORNING.  THE DEPARTMENT PRESENTED TWO CHECKS, BOTH VALUED AT JUST OVER 12-THOUSAND-500 DOLLARS, TO TWO LOCAL NON-PROFITS. 
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			 WAAY-ABC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 31 NEWS MIDDAY			Nov 20 2020 11:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[11:33:52 AM] [1:11]  HE SAID HE IS FEELING FINE AND WILL CONTINUE WORKING FROM HOME.  NEW DETAILS THIS MORNING.  WE ARE HEARING FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AFTER REDSTONE ARSENAL MADE THE CUT, AND IS NOW IN THE FINAL RUNNING TO HOST THE U-S SPACE COMMAND!  REDSTONE IS THE ONLY NON-AIR FORCE BASE UNDER CONSIDERATION.  SPACE COMMAND WOULD BRING 14-HUNDRED JOBS TO THE AREA.  THAT'S A COMBINATION OF BOTH UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN POSITIONS.  THE PRESIDENT OF THE CHAMBER SAYS IT MAKES SENSE TO PUT THE SPACE COMMAND IN HUNTSVILLE BASED ON LUNAR PROJECTS ALREADY IN THE WORKS.  WE'VE GOT TWO OF THE THREE GROUPS THAT ARE WORKING HERE FOR THE LUNAR LANDER.  JUST A LOT OF THINGS, THE SLS, A LOT OF THIS STUFF KIND OF MIXES TOGETHER TO REINFORCE OUR POSITION AS IT RELATES TO PROPULSION IN SPACE AND THE INTELLIGENCE SIDE OF THINGS.  SO, THERE'S A LOT OF SYNERGY ASSOCIATED WITH THIS.  LOCAL LEADERS SAY PEOPLE WILL VISIT REDSTONE ARSENAL AGAIN BEFORE MAKING THAT FINAL DECISION.  THEY DIDN'T SAY WHEN THAT VISIT WOULD TAKE PLACE.  WE EXPECT A DECISION TO BE MADE EARLY NEXT YEAR.  IT'S SHAPING UP TO BE A BEAUTIFUL FRIDAY!  WE'VE GOT CLEAR SKIES ACROSS NORTH ALABAMA.  WAAY 31 METEOROLOGIST CARSON MEREDITH JOINS
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			 WAAY-ABC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 31 NEWS MORNING 6 AM			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:05:00 AM] [2:55]  FINALIST TO HOST THE U-S SPACE COMMAND!  REDSTONE IS THE ONLY NON-AIR FORCE BASE UNDER CONSIDERATION.  SPACE COMMAND WOULD BRING 14-HUNDRED JOBS TO THE AREA.  THAT'S A COMBINATION OF BOTH UNIFORMED AND CIVIILAN POSITIONS.  MEMBERS OF THE HUNTSVILLE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SAY THEY ARE CONFIDENT REDSTONE WILL COME OUT THE WINNER.  REDSTONE ARSENAL CERTAINLY CAN ACCOMMODATE AND IT HAS A NUMBER OF SPACE-RELATED ACTIVITIES ON THE ARSENAL AND A NUMBER OF AEROSPACE AND DEFENSE-RELATED ACTIVITIES IN THE LOCAL AREA, FROM WHICH TO DRAW ON.  LOCAL LEADERS SAY PEOPLE WILL VISIT REDSONE ARESENAL AGAIN BEFORE MAKING THAT FINAL DECISION.  THEY DIDN'T SAY WHEN THAT VISIT WOULD TAKE PLACE.  WE EXPECT A DECISION ON WHICH SITE WILL HOUSE THE SPACE COMMAND EARLY NEXT YEAR.  MAYOR TOMMY BATTLE RELEASED A STATEMENT ON THE FINAL SELECTION.  HE SAID HUNTSVILLE IS THE CLEAR CHOICE FOR THE U-S THE ARSENAL WAS ANNOUNCED TO BE 1 OF 6 FINALISTS!  BATTLE SAYS QUOTE "WE HAVE THE INFRASTRUCTURE CAPACITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, LOW COST OF DOING BUSINESS AND HIGH-QUALITY EXPERTISE TO SERVE AS THE HEADQUARTERS.  WE TURN OUR ATTENTION TO THE CORONAVIRUS IN ALABAMA AS WE WAIT FOR AN UPDATE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.  THE STATE ADDED MORE THAN 18 HUNDRED CONFIRMED CASES IN THE LAST 24 HOURS.  THERE ARE NOW CLOSE TO 190 THOUSAND TOTAL CONFIRMED CASES IN THE STATE.  AND MORE THAN 31 HUNDRED DEATHS.  THIS MORNING THERE ARE MORE CORONAVIRUS INPATIENTS IN ALABAMA HOSPITALS THAN THEIR HAVE BEEN IN MORE THAN THREE MONTHS!  RIGHT NOW THERE ARE MORE THAN 13-HUNDRED INPATIENTS ACROSS THE STATE!  HERE IN NORTH ALABAMA THERE ARE 235 CORONAVIRUS INPATIENTS IN THE HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL HEALTH SYSTEM.  WE SPOKE WITH DR. ALI HASSOUN AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE SPECIALIST WITH THE HOSPITAL.  HE SAYS THE INCREASE IN PATIENTS IS CONCERNING AND IT COULD LEAD TO DIRE CONSEQUENCES OUTSIDE THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC. "ITS REALLY REALLY PUSHING IT TO, VERY VERY CONCERNING DR. HASSOUN RECOMMENDS NOT GATHERING FOR THANKSGIVING, DUE TO THE INCREASE IN CASES AND HOSPITALIZATIONS.  RIGHT NOW NOT ONLY IS THE CORONAVIRUS AFFECTING HOSPITALIZATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY, ITS ALSO AFFECTING SCHOOLS!  YOU'RE TAKING A LIVE LOOK AT THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH'S SCHOOL CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD.  RIGHT NOW THERE ARE MORE THAN 15-HUNDRED TOTAL CASES IN STATE SCHOOLS RIGHT NOW.  WE EXPECT THAT NUMBER TO INCREASE WHEN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH UPDATES IT TODAY. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  6,703   			 Ad Value:  $70   			 Calc Ad Value:  $408   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $1,225   			 Runtime:  2:55   			 








			 


			 


			 35. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WAAY-ABC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 31 NEWS MORNING 5 AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:00:33 AM] [1:03]  RIGHT NOW ONE MAN IS IN CRITICAL CONDITION.  WE HAVE THE LATEST ON THE SEARCH IN A LIVE REPORT.  WE ARE ALSO FOLLOWING MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS ON THE CORONAVIRUS HERE IN NORTH ALABAMA.  YOURE TAKING A LIVE LOOK OVER HUNTSVILLE THROUGH THE WAAY 31 SKY CAM NETWORK.  ONE SCHOOL DISTRICT DECIDING TO GO BACK TO A STAGGERED SCHEDULE DUE TO A RISE IN CASES!  WE EXPLAIN IN A LIVE REPORT.  PLUS SOME BIG NEWS FOR THE ROCKET CITY!  THE AIR FORCE TAPPING REDSTONE ARSENAL AS A FINALIST FOR SPACE COMMAND!  WE HEAR FROM LOCAL LEADERS ON WHY HUNTSVILLE IS THE RIGHT CHOICE.  THANK YOU FOR JOINING US MORNING.  ITS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH.  I'M PAT SIMON.  I'M MARIE WAXEL.  WE ARE MONITORING CONDITIONS ACROSS NORTH ALABAMA THIS MORNING.  METEOROLOGIST CARSON MEREDITH HERE WITH US, CARSON?  HAPPY FRIDAY! 
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			 			[5:04:23 AM] [0:33]  FOR MORE INFORMATION ON BOTH OF THESE INCIDENTS, HEAD TO OUR WEBSITE WAAY TV DOT COM AND CLICK ON THESE STORIES.  NEW DETAILS THIS MORNING.  WE ARE HEARING FROM A RETIRED GENERAL AFTER REDSTONE ARSENAL WAS SELECTED AS A FINALIST TO HOST THE U-S SPACE COMMAND!  REDSTONE IS THE ONLY NON-AIR FORCE BASE UNDER CONSIDERATION.  SPACE COMMAND WOULD BRING 14-HUNDRED JOBS TO THE AREA.  THAT'S A COMBINATION OF BOTH UNIFORMED AND CIVIILAN POSITIONS.  MEMBERS OF THE HUNTSVILLE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SAY THEY ARE CONFIDENT REDSTONE WILL COME OUT THE WINNER. 
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			 			[5:05:18 AM] [2:54]  THEY DIDN'T SAY WHEN THAT VISIT WOULD TAKE PLACE.  WE EXPECT A DECISION ON WHICH SITE WILL HOUSE THE SPACE COMMAND EARLY NEXT YEAR.  MAYOR TOMMY BATTLE RELEASED A STATEMENT ON THE FINAL SELECTION.  HE SAID HUNTSVILLE IS THE CLEAR CHOICE FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE ARSENAL WAS ANNOUNCED TO BE 1 OF 6 FINALISTS!  BATTLE SAYS QUOTE "WE HAVE THE INFRASTRUCTURE CAPACITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, LOW COST OF DOING BUSINESS AND HIGH-QUALITY EXPERTISE TO SERVE AS THE HEADQUARTERS.  WE TURN OUR ATTENTION TO THE CORONAVIRUS IN ALABAMA AS WE WAIT FOR AN UPDATE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.  THE STATE ADDED MORE THAN 18 HUNDRED CONFIRMED CASES IN THE LAST 24 HOURS.  THERE ARE NOW CLOSE TO 190 THOUSAND TOTAL CONFIRMED CASES IN THE STATE.  AND MORE THAN 31 HUNDRED DEATHS.  THIS MORNING THERE ARE MORE CORONAVIRUS INPATIENTS IN ALABAMA HOSPITALS THAN THEIR HAVE BEEN IN MORE THAN THREE MONTHS!  RIGHT NOW THERE ARE MORE THAN 13-HUNDRED INPATIENTS ACROSS THE STATE!  HERE IN NORTH ALABAMA THERE ARE 235 CORONAVIRUS INPATIENTS IN THE HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL HEALTH SYSTEM.  WE SPOKE WITH DR. ALI HASSOUN AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE SPECIALIST WITH THE HOSPITAL.  HE SAYS THE INCREASE IN PATIENTS IS CONCERNING AND IT COULD LEAD TO DIRE CONSEQUENCES OUTSIDE THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC. "ITS REALLY REALLY PUSHING IT TO, VERY VERY CONCERNING DR. HASSOUN RECOMMENDS NOT GATHERING FOR THANKSGIVING, DUE TO THE INCREASE IN CASES AND HOSPITALIZATIONS.  AS CASES AND HOSPITALIZATIONS GROW HERE IN ALABAMA AND ACROSS THE COUNTRY WE ARE GETTING CLARITY FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MONTHS!  THE WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE HELD ITS FIRST NEWS CONFERENCE IN MORE THAN 6 MONTHS.  MEMBERS HIGHLIGHTED THE SEVERITY OF THE SPREAD AND PLEADED TO AMERICANS TO WEAR MASKS! "IT IS BECAUSE OF SPREAD THAT WE HAVE ASKED PEOPLE TO WEAR MASKS INDOORS, AND TO ASK PEOPLE TO WEAR A MASK WHEN AMONG OTHERS" PRESIDENT-ELECT JOE BIDEN, WHICH PRESIDENT TRUMP REFUTES, SPOKE WITH GOVERNORS ABOUT A POSSIBLE NATIONAL MASK MANDATE.  HE SAYS HE WILL NOT SHUT DOWN THE ECONOMY, BUT WILL SHUT DOWN THE VIRUS.  WE KNOW GOVERNOR IVEY WAS PART OF THAT CONVERSATION.  RIGHT NOW NOT ONLY IS THE CORONAVIRUS AFFECTING HOSPITALIZATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY, ITS ALSO AFFECTING SCHOOLS!  YOU'RE TAKING A LIVE LOOK AT THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH'S SCHOOL CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD.  RIGHT NOW THERE ARE MORE THAN 15-HUNDRED TOTAL CASES IN STATE SCHOOLS RIGHT NOW.  WE EXPECT THAT NUMBER TO INCREASE WHEN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH UPDATES IT TODAY. 
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			 48 NEWS AT 10 PM			Nov 20 2020 10:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[10:16:15 PM] [1:42]  SMITH POSTED THIS PICTURE OF ALL THE EVIDENCE HE HAS SUBMITTED TO SUPPORT HIS CASE TO GET HIS GREEN CARD.  IN THAT STACK, IS SUPPORT LETTERS FROM COMMUNITY MEMBERS, CONGRESSMEN, SENATORS, AND LOCAL OFFICIALS!  SMITH SAYS HE AND HIS LAWYER FEEL VERY GOOD STATE AND CITY LEADERS ARE REACTING TO THE NEWS ABOUT HUNTSVILLE POTENTIALLY LANDING THE (US SPACE COMMAND(HEADQUARTERS.  THE U-S AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED THURSDAY, (REDSTONE ARSENAL( IS A TOP CANDIDATE FOR THE HEADQUARTERS.  OUT-GOING SENATOR (DOUG JONES( SAYS ALABAMA IS THE BEST PLACE FOR THE HEADQUARTERS, BECAUSE OF THE ROCKET CITY HAS THE RIGHT INFRASTRUCTURE AND STRONG COMMUNITY WE ARE CLEARLY ONE OF THE FRONT RUNNERS FOR THIS LOCATION.  I DON'T THINK THERE IS ANY QUESTION ABOUT THAT.  I THOUGHT THAT WHEN WE MADE THE LIST FIRST.  CLEARLY HAVING MADE IT A SECOND TIME, WE GOT TO BE ONE OF THE FRONT RUNNERS FOR THIS LOCATION.  COLORADO SPRINGS AND HUNTSVILLE ARE THE ONLY CITIES THAT MADE THE SHORTLIST BOTH IN 2019 AND 2020.  THE REVIEW TEAM WILL CONSIDER THINGS LIKE FACTORS RELATED TO MISSION, INFRASTRUCTURE MOSTLY CLEAR TONIGHT WITH LOWS IN THE MIDDLE 40S.  A FEW MORE CLOUDS IN THE SKY SATURDAY WITH HIGHS AROUND 73 DEGREES.  SUNDAY WILL BECOME CLOUDY AFTER SUNRISE WITH A FEW SHOWERS POSSIBLE OVER NW ALABAMA AROUND 6PM AND OVER NE ALABAMA AROUND 8PM SHOWERS WILL MOVE THROUGH OVERNIGHT SUNDAY THROUGH SUNRISE.  MONDAY MORNING.  MONDAY AFTERNOON LOOKS BREEZY AND MUCH COOLER WITH HIGHS IN THE MIDDLE TO UPPER 50S. 
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			 48 NEWS AT 6 PM			Nov 20 2020 06:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[6:05:07 PM] [2:06]  OFFICERS RESPONDED TO THE SCENE AT THE 708 BAR AND GRILL ON POPLAR AVENUE.  HE LATER DIED OF HIS INJURIES.  IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION, YOU CAN CALL OR TEXT YOUR ANONYMOUS TIP TO HUNTSVILLE AREA CRIME ALABAMA'S ATTORNEY GENERAL IS (SUING( MADISON COUNTY OVER THE MONUMENT THAT ONCE STOOD OUTSIDE THE COURTHOUSE IN HUNTSVILLE.  STEVE MARSHALL SAYS THE COUNTY (VIOLATED STATE LAW BY (MOVING THE MONUMENT FROM THE COURTHOUSE TO MAPLE HILL CEMETERY (LAST MONTH.  THE MEMORIAL PRESERVATION ACT REQUIRES OFFICIALS TO RECEIVE PERMISSION BEFORE MOVING HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT BUILDINGS, MEMORIALS, OR MONUMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN ON PUBLIC PROPERTY FOR 40-YEARS OR MORE.  THE LAW IS PUNISHABLE BY A ONE-TIME $25-THOUSAND-DOLLAR FINE.  A LOCAL GROUP RAISED THE MONEY THAT WOULD BE NEEDED TO (PAY THAT FINE, EARLIER THIS YEAR.  STATE AND CITY LEADERS ARE EXCITED ABOUT HUNTSVILLE AS A POTENTIAL LANDING SPOT FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND.  THE U.S.  AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED THURSDAY THAT REDSTONE ARSENAL IS A TOP CANDIDATE FOR THE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  OUR KATE SMITH SPOKE TO OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS ABOUT THE ANNOUNCEMENT.  SHE JOINS US LIVE IN THE STUDIO, KATE -WHAT DO LEADERS THINK ARE THE ARSENAL'S OUTGOING SENATOR, DOUG JONES SAYS ALABAMA IS THE BEST PLACE FOR THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, BECAUSE THE ROCKET CITY HAS THE RIGHT DOUG JONES: IT WAS EXCITING THEN AND IT IS EXCITING NOW, BUT I AM NOT. SURPRISED.  HUNTSVILLE HAS SURVIVED THE FIRST ROUND OF CUTS AND IS STILL UNDER CONSIDERATION TO BECOME THE NEW HEADQUARTERS FOR US SPACE COMMAND.  THE MILITARY INVOLVING SPACE, THE PRIVATE SECTOR INVOLVING SPACE, YOU GOT NASA.  IN 2019, THE AIRFORCE RELEASED A LIST OF POTENTIAL HEADQUARTERS.  BUT THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AT THE TIME, DECIDED TO OPEN THE NOMINATIONS AGAIN AND GIVE OTHER CITIES ANOTHER CHANCE.  COLORADO SPRINGS AND HUNTSVILLE ARE THE ONLY CITIES THAT MADE THE SHORTLIST BOTH IN 2019 AND 2020. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			[6:07:40 PM] [0:40]  MAYOR BATTLE AND THE OTHER LOCAL MAYORS AND THE COUNTY THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS WILL BE SELECTED IN EARLY 2021.  SENATOR JONES SAID WE COULD KNOW BY MID- JANUARY.  UNTIL THEN, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO SPRINGS WILL REMAIN THE CALHOUN COMMUNITY COLLEGE IS LAUNCHING A (FREE- TUITION-SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE SPRING SEMESTER. 
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			 			[6:09:23 PM] [0:22]  CHECK OUT "LARRY'S DAY OF GIVING.  SEVERAL NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS WERE ON SITE TO COLLECT ITEMS.  THE FOOD BANK OF NORTH ALABAMA COLLECTED NON- PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS.  KIDS TO LOVE ACCEPTED DONATIONS OF NEW COATS, JACKETS, AND SHOES IN ALL SIZES FOR BOTH BOYS AND GIRLS.  FREE 2 TEACH COLLECTED SCHOOL AND TEACHER SUPPLIES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS IN NEED. 
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  34,206   			 Ad Value:  $450   			 Calc Ad Value:  $2,820   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $8,460   			 Runtime:  3:08   			 








			 


			 


			 38. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WAFF-NBC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 48 NEWS AT NOON			Nov 20 2020 12:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[12:06:01 PM] [0:17]  THE TROJANS ARE SCHEDULED TO PLAY MIDDLE TENNESSEE TOMORROW.  BRIAN BLACKMON WILL SERVE AS TROY'S INTERIM HEAD COACH DURING LINDSEY'S ABSENCE.  ALABAMA ADDED 24-HUNDRED NEW CASES OF COVID-19 TODAY. 19-HUNDRED OF THOSE CASES ARE CONFIRMED.  516 ARE PROBABLE. 
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			 			[12:08:51 PM] [1:10]  MORE HIGH TECH JOBS COULD LAND IN THE VALLEY, SINCE HUNTSVILLE'S REDSTONE ARSENAL IS A TOP FINALIST, TO BE THE HEADQUARTERS FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  HUNTSVILLE WAS ANNOUNCED AS A CANDIDATE IN 2019.  SINCE THEN, A NEW GROUP OF CANDIDATES LISTED ON YOUR SCREEN - SIX IN TOTAL - WAS CHOSEN BY THE U.S.  AIR FORCE TO HOST THE SPACE COMMAND, WITH HUNTSVILLE STILL IN THE RUNNING.  THE HEADQUARTERS WILL BE HOME BASE OF ABOUT 14-HUNDRED MILITARY AND CIVILIAN WORKERS, WHICH COULD MEAN A BIG I THINK IT SPEAKS VERY HIGHLY OF EVERYTHING THAT IS ATTRACTIVE IN THE HUNTSVILLE AREA AS A DEFENSE SPACE ORGANIZATION.  IF YOU LOOK AT OUR HISTORY WITH MARSHAL SPACE FLIGHT CENTER.  IF YOU AT ALL THE SPACE RELATED COMPANIES HERE.  MISSILE DEFENSE AGENCIES AND SPACE MISSILE DEFENSE COMMAND.  AND ALL OF THE 400 PLUS SPACE DEFENSE COMPANIES IN THE AREA.  ALL THE TALENT THAT IS HERE.  LOW COST OF LIVING, HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE.  SO WHY NOT HUNTSVILLE.  THE CRITERIA TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IS COST, CAPABILITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, AND CAPACITY.  WHICH
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  10,153   			 Ad Value:  $60   			 Calc Ad Value:  $174   
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			 WAFF-NBC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 48 NEWS TODAY  5 AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:31:57 AM] [1:35]  YOUR NEXT WEEK IS LOOKING A LITTLE SOGGY TO START OFF, BUT AS OF NOW, YOUR THANKSGIVING IS LOOKING GREAT!  THE FUTURE OF SPACE COMMAND COULD SOON LAND IN HUNTSVILLE'S BACKYARD!  HUNTSVILLE'S REDSTONE ARSENAL IS A TOP FINALIST CHOSEN TO BE THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT WAS FIRST ANNOUNCED THAT HUNTSVILLE WAS SELECTED AS A CANDIDATE BACK IN 2019.  SINCE THEN, A NEW GROUP OF CANDIDATES LISTED ON YOUR SCREEN - SIX IN TOTAL -WERE CHOSEN BY THE U.S.  AIR FORCE TO HOST THE SPACE COMMAND, WITH HUNTSVILLE STILL IN THE RUNNING.  THE HEADQUARTERS WILL BE HOME BASE OF ABOUT 14- HUNDRED MILITARY AND CIVILIAN WORKERS, WHICH COULD MEAN A BIG I THINK IT SPEAKS VERY HIGHLY OF EVERYTHING THAT IS ATTRACTIVE IN THE HUNTSVILLE AREA AS A DEFENSE SPACE ORGANIZATION.  IF YOU LOOK AT OUR HISTORY WITH MARSHAL SPACE FLIGHT CENTER.  IF YOU AT ALL THE SPACE RELATED COMPANIES HERE.  MISSILE DEFENSE AGENCIES AND SPACE MISSILE DEFENSE COMMAND.  AND ALL OF THE 400 PLUS SPACE DEFENSE COMPANIES IN THE AREA.  ALL THE TALENT THAT IS HERE.  LOW COST OF LIVING, HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE.  SO WHY NOT HUNTSVILLE.  THE CRITERIA TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IS COST, CAPABILITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, AND CAPACITY.  THE CHAMBER OF ALSO OUT OF HUNTSVILLE, A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO WAS INVOLVED IN A SHOOTING, IS BACK ON PATROL.  THE INCIDENT, HAPPENED LAST MONTH. 
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			 			[5:34:48 AM] [0:10]  PRESIDENT ELECT JOE BIDEN ALSO COVID-19 IS TAKING AWAY SOMETHING ELSE IN NORTH ALABAMA, THE FOOD BANK OF NORTH ALABAMA IS FORCED TO SHUT DOWN TEMPORARILY THROUGH (THANKSGIVING DUE TO A
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  4,676   			 Ad Value:  $60   			 Calc Ad Value:  $210   
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			 WAFF2   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 WAFF 48 News at 6:30 PM on Bounce TV			Nov 20 2020 06:30PM CT 


			 


			 			[6:34:19 PM] [0:28]  DR. MACKEY SAID MANY OF THE SCHOOL CLOSURES ARE DUE TO (STAFF CASES AND WE'LL HEAR FROM STATE HEALTH OFFICER DR. SCOTT HARRIS ON (MONDAY ABOUT HOW ALABAMA WILL (DISTRIBUTE A VACCINE (ONCE ONE BECOMES AVAILABLE.  HE WILL ALSO OFFER ADVICE ABOUT HOW TO HANDLE THE UPCOMING HOLIDAY SEASON (DURING A PANDEMIC.  A MAN FROM PISGAH WAS KILLED IN A CAR CRASH ON HIGHWAY 71. 
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			 			[6:36:10 PM] [2:11]  POLICE SAY DEANDRE DENZEL ARRINGTON WAS IN (CRITICAL CONDITION WHEN OFFICERS RESPONDED TO THE SCENE AT THE 708 BAR AND GRILL ON POPLAR AVENUE.  HE LATER DIED OF HIS INJURIES.  IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION, YOU CAN CALL OR TEXT YOUR ANONYMOUS TIP TO HUNTSVILLE AREA CRIME ALABAMA'S ATTORNEY GENERAL IS (SUING( MADISON COUNTY OVER THE MONUMENT THAT ONCE STOOD OUTSIDE THE COURTHOUSE IN HUNTSVILLE.  STEVE MARSHALL SAYS THE COUNTY (VIOLATED STATE LAW BY (MOVING THE MONUMENT FROM THE COURTHOUSE TO MAPLE HILL CEMETERY (LAST MONTH.  THE MEMORIAL PRESERVATION ACT REQUIRES OFFICIALS TO RECEIVE PERMISSION BEFORE MOVING HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT BUILDINGS, MEMORIALS, OR MONUMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN ON PUBLIC PROPERTY FOR 40-YEARS OR MORE.  THE LAW IS PUNISHABLE BY A ONE-TIME $25-THOUSAND-DOLLAR FINE.  A LOCAL GROUP RAISED THE MONEY THAT WOULD BE NEEDED TO (PAY THAT FINE, EARLIER THIS YEAR.  STATE AND CITY LEADERS ARE EXCITED ABOUT HUNTSVILLE AS A POTENTIAL LANDING SPOT FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND.  THE U.S.  AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED THURSDAY THAT REDSTONE ARSENAL IS A TOP CANDIDATE FOR THE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  OUR KATE SMITH SPOKE TO OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS ABOUT THE ANNOUNCEMENT.  SHE JOINS US LIVE IN THE STUDIO, KATE -WHAT DO LEADERS THINK ARE THE ARSENAL'S OUTGOING SENATOR, DOUG JONES SAYS ALABAMA IS THE BEST PLACE FOR THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, BECAUSE THE ROCKET CITY HAS THE RIGHT DOUG JONES: IT WAS EXCITING THEN AND IT IS EXCITING NOW, BUT I AM NOT. SURPRISED.  HUNTSVILLE HAS SURVIVED THE FIRST ROUND OF CUTS AND IS STILL UNDER CONSIDERATION TO BECOME THE NEW HEADQUARTERS FOR US SPACE COMMAND.  THE MILITARY INVOLVING SPACE, THE PRIVATE SECTOR INVOLVING SPACE, YOU GOT NASA.  IN 2019, THE AIRFORCE RELEASED A LIST OF POTENTIAL HEADQUARTERS.  BUT THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AT THE TIME, DECIDED TO OPEN THE NOMINATIONS AGAIN AND GIVE OTHER CITIES ANOTHER CHANCE.  COLORADO SPRINGS AND HUNTSVILLE ARE THE ONLY CITIES THAT MADE THE SHORTLIST BOTH IN 2019 AND 2020. 
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			 			[6:39:05 PM] [0:18]  THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS WILL BE SELECTED IN EARLY 2021.  SENATOR JONES SAID WE COULD KNOW BY MID- JANUARY.  UNTIL THEN, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO SPRINGS WILL REMAIN THE CALHOUN COMMUNITY COLLEGE IS LAUNCHING A (FREE- TUITION-SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE SPRING SEMESTER. 
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  N/A   			 Calc Ad Value:  N/A   			 Calc Publicity Value:  N/A   
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			 WAFF2   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 WAFF 48 News at 6:30 PM on Bounce TV			Nov 20 2020 06:30PM CT 


			 


			 			[6:40:27 PM] [0:22]  CHECK OUT "LARRY'S DAY OF GIVING.  SEVERAL NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS WERE ON SITE TO COLLECT ITEMS.  THE FOOD BANK OF NORTH ALABAMA COLLECTED NON- PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS.  KIDS TO LOVE ACCEPTED DONATIONS OF NEW COATS, JACKETS, AND SHOES IN ALL SIZES FOR BOTH BOYS AND GIRLS.  FREE 2 TEACH COLLECTED SCHOOL AND TEACHER SUPPLIES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS IN NEED. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			[6:41:29 PM] [0:17]  MOSTLY CLEAR TONIGHT WITH LOWS IN THE MIDDLE 40S.  A FEW MORE CLOUDS IN THE SKY SATURDAY WITH HIGHS AROUND 73 DEGREES.  SUNDAY WILL BECOME CLOUDY AFTER SUNRISE WITH A FEW SHOWERS POSSIBLE OVER NW ALABAMA AROUND 6PM AND OVER NE ALABAMA AROUND 8PM SHOWERS WILL MOVE THROUGH OVERNIGHT SUNDAY THROUGH SUNRISE.  MONDAY MORNING. 
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  N/A   			 Calc Ad Value:  N/A   			 Calc Publicity Value:  N/A   
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			 WAFF2   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 WAFF 48 News at 8 AM on Bounce TV			Nov 20 2020 08:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[8:33:17 AM] [0:24]  LOW COST OF LIVING, HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE.  SO WHY NOT HUNTSVILLE.  THE CRITERIA TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IS COST, CAPABILITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, AND CAPACITY.  WHICH THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SEEMS TO AGREE ALSO OUT OF HUNTSVILLE, A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO WAS INVOLVED IN A SHOOTING, IS BACK ON PATROL.  THE INCIDENT, HAPPENED LAST MONTH. 
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			 			[8:34:58 AM] [0:24]  VICE PRESIDENT COVID-19 IS TAKING AWAY SOMETHING ELSE IN NORTH ALABAMA, THE FOOD BANK OF NORTH ALABAMA IS FORCED TO SHUT DOWN TEMPORARILY THROUGH (THANKSGIVING DUE TO A POSITIVE COVID CASE THERE.  THIS IS BY FAR THE BUSIEST TIME OF THE YEAR FOR THE FOOD BANK - NOT AN IDEAL TIME FOR IT TO CLOSE.  THROUGHOUT THIS PANDEMIC, THE NON-PROFIT HAS PROVIDED FOOD TO (THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IN NEED ACROSS THE TENNESSEE VALLEY. 
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			 WAFF2   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 WAFF 48 News at 7 AM on Bounce TV			Nov 20 2020 07:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[7:33:07 AM] [0:22]  LOW COST OF LIVING, HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE.  SO WHY NOT HUNTSVILLE.  THE CRITERIA TO HOST THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IS COST, CAPABILITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, AND CAPACITY.  THE CHAMBER OF ALSO OUT OF HUNTSVILLE, A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO WAS INVOLVED IN A SHOOTING, IS BACK ON PATROL.  THE INCIDENT, HAPPENED LAST MONTH. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			[7:34:50 AM] [0:26]  PRESIDENT ELECT JOE BIDEN ALSO COVID-19 IS TAKING AWAY SOMETHING ELSE IN NORTH ALABAMA, THE FOOD BANK OF NORTH ALABAMA IS FORCED TO SHUT DOWN TEMPORARILY THROUGH (THANKSGIVING DUE TO A POSITIVE COVID CASE THERE.  THIS IS BY FAR THE BUSIEST TIME OF THE YEAR FOR THE FOOD BANK - NOT AN IDEAL TIME FOR IT TO CLOSE.  THROUGHOUT THIS PANDEMIC, THE NON-PROFIT HAS PROVIDED FOOD TO (THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IN NEED ACROSS THE TENNESSEE VALLEY. 
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  N/A   			 Calc Ad Value:  N/A   			 Calc Publicity Value:  N/A   


			 Runtime:  0:48   			 
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			 WHNT-CBS   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 NEWS CHANNEL 19 AT 5 AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:10:04 AM] [0:25]  AGAIN IN THE RUNNING FOR US SPACE COMMAND'S PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS US SPACE CAN WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER PRESIDENT TRUMP IN DECEMBER 2018.  EARLIER THIS YEAR THE COMMAND REVISED HIS SEARCH FOR A PERMANENT HOME NOW THERE ARE 6 OTHERS IN THE RUNNING.  THIS WILL BRING ABOUT 1400 JOBS OF UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN POSITIONS, NORTH ALABAMA IF THEY ARE STILL HAS CHOSEN.  CITY LEADERS IN NORTH ALABAMA SPACE AND DEFENSE ASSETS ON THE AARSENAL A COMPANIES OUTSIDE ITS GATES.  HELP PUT NORTH ALABAMA US A TOP CONTENDER. 
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  8,924   			 Ad Value:  $25   			 Calc Ad Value:  $21   
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			 Opelika-Auburn News   Market: Montgomery-Selma, AL (126) 


			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:16PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 WSFA-NBC   Market: Montgomery-Selma, AL (126) 


			 Today in Alabama at 5 AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:19:00 AM] [2:40]  OFFICERS EVENTUALLY CAUGHT THE MAN AFTER A BRIEF FOOT CHASE.  THERE IS MORE OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED PRISON IN THE SMALL TOWN OF BRIERFIELD IN BIBB COUNTY.  THAT PRISON IS ONE OF THREE THE STATE PLANS TO BUILD TO HELP ALLEVIATE OVERCROWDING AND OTHER ISSUES WITHIN ALABAMA'S PRISON SYSTEM.  A MAJOR TOPIC RAISED AT A PUBLIC MEETING LAST NIGHT WAS CONCERN ABOUT A POTENTIAL RESOURCE STRAIN ON THE TOWN OF LESS THAN 16 HUNDRED, *NO NAME SUPE* (YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT AN INCREASE IN THIS AREA OF IN EXCESS OF THREE THOUSAND PEOPLE NOT INCLUDING THE CORRECTIONS OFFICERS AND STAFF THAT. WILL BE THERE.  THAT'S A LARGER NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THIS AREA THAT IS ABOUT AS FAR AWAY FROM THE RESOURCES OTHER THAN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT THAT WE HAVE HERE THAT YOU CAN GET WHEN IT COMES TO AN EMERGENCY RESPONSE SITUATION. )OFFICIALS SAY THE NEW PRISON WILL BE HIGH TECH AND WILL SAFELY CONTAIN THE THREE-THOUSAND OR SO MEN IT'LL HOLD.  HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA IS*ONCE AGAI* ON THE LIST FOR THE POTENTIAL HOME FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  GOVERNOR IVEY ANNOUNCED REDSTONE ARSENAL IS IN THE TOP SIX REMAINING SITES.  REDSTONE IS JOINED BY PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO, WHERE THE U-S SPACE COMMAND WAS HOUSED WHEN IT WAS PART OF THE AIR FORCE.  SPACE COMMAND IS PROVISIONALLY HEADQUARTERED THERE UNTIL A PERMANENT BASE IS ESTABLISHED.  MARK, A HUGE OPPORTUNITY FOR OAK MOUNTAIN STATE PARK TO EXPAND BEYOND ITS 10-THOUSAND ACRES.  REPORTER CATHERINE PATTERSON WITH MORE DETAILS ON THE PROPOSAL AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR THE DESTINATION THAT'S BEEN ESPECIALLY POPULAR DURING THIS PANDEMIC. *CATHERINE PATTERSO*(THIS PROPOSAL WOULD ADD AN ADDITIONAL 16- HUNDRED ACRES TO OAK MOUNTAIN STATE PARK, BUT I'M TOLD THEY'RE IN THE EARLY STAGES OF THIS SLOW-MOVING PROCESS.  RIGHT NOW, THOSE 16-HUNDRED ACRES BELONG TO EBSCO, AND EBSCO HAS NOMINATED FOREVER WILD LAND TRUST TO RECEIVE THE PROPERTY.  I'M TOLD THE POSSIBLE ACREAGE ADDITION WOULD BRING IN ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES TO ADD ON TO THE ALREADY POPULAR HIKING, HORSEBACK RIDING, AND BIKING SPOT.  SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THIS PANDEMIC, THEY'VE SEEN ABOUT A 50 PERCENT INCREASE IN VISITORS, KELLY EZELL-DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT FOR CENTRAL ALABAMA STATE PARKS "WHEN THIS STARTED, *KELLY EZEL* I FELT A LITTLE BIT OF APPREHENSION, THE WAY EVERYBODY DID, I'M SURE.  AFRAID THAT OUR BUSINESS WAS GOING TO SLOW DOWN.  THAT WE MIGHT HAVE TO LAY PEOPLE OFF OR DECREASE OUR STAFF. 
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			 			[5:22:20 AM] [0:41]  BUT FIRST, AS WE HEAD TO BREAK, A QUICK WSFA FIRST ALERT ROAD REPORT, YOU'RE LOOKING LIVE AT I-85 AT LAWRENCE STREET IN MONTGOMERY.  ITS 5:XX YOU'RE WATCHING TODAY IN ALABAMA. [MALLET BANGING] [DRUMS BANGING] [INHALES] [EXHALES] [MALLET BANGING] [DRUMS BANGING] [INHALES] 
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			 Dothan Eagle   Market: Dothan, AL (172) 


			 Deep South News Digest			Nov 20 2020 05:07PM CT 


			 


			 			By Ralph D. Russo. SENT: 640 words, photos. ALABAMA (All times Central) TOP STORIES SECRETARY OF STATE-SOCIAL MEDIA HUNTSVILLE, Ala.  A coalition of social justice groups are criticizing ALABAMA Secretary of State John Merrill's use of his personal Twitter account. They say he's sending tweets that are racially insensitive and promote violence. Merrill recently retweeted one item that criticized "Black Lives Matter's war on whites" and a second item saying "when patriots decide it's time to fight back it's gonna be ugly." More than 20 groups and individuals are challenging the elected Republican to appear at a Tuesday news conference with them to answer. for his actions. Merrill says it's wrong to attack his performance as secretary of state over the tweets, saying he was using his personal account to express personal views. SENT: 310 words. VIRUS OUTBREAK-SCHOOLS MOBILE, Ala.  State Superintendent Eric Mackey says he wants ALABAMA schools to return in-person after Thanksgiving holidays despite a surge in COVID-19 cases. The state's COVID-19 school dashboard shows cases rose 50% in schools from Nov. 6 to Nov. 
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			 			SENT: 295 words. CORONAVIRUS APP BIRMINGHAM, Ala.  An app that's been used in ALABAMA to warn people that they might have been exposed to the coronavirus is joining a growing network in other states. The GuideSafe Exposure Notification app uses Bluetooth signals to determine when two cell phones are within six feet of each other for longer than 15 minutes. If one person later tests positive they report it to the app and those who have been in close proximity are notified. So far ALABAMA'S version has only worked with those who downloaded the state's version. But on Thursday the app was connected to a wider network that includes 13 states and the District of Columbia. SENT: 290 words. IN BRIEF  SPACE COMMAND-NEW MEXICO - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  REDSTONE-SPACE COMMAND  Redstone Arsenal is once again in contention to be the site of the permanent HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, which was established in 2018 to oversee military operations in space.  SEXUAL EXTORTION CHARGE-UNIVERSITY - A 20-year-old ALABAMA man was arrested and accused of sexual extortion, authorities said. LOUISIANA (All times Central) TOP STORIES ACCUSER CHARGED ST. GABRIEL, La.  A former prison guard who said she was raped by an inmate at a Louisiana prison now faces a malfeasance charge involving an alleged relationship with a different inmate. 
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			 			Sign up now to get the most recent coronavirus headlines and other important local and national news sent to your email inbox daily. Sign up!  I understand and agree that registration on or use of this site constitutes agreement to its user agreement and privacy policy Most Popular MONTGOMERY - More than 2,000 new cases of COVID-19 have been added daily over the last week across ALABAMA as hospitals treat more and more pe. COLUMBIANA - An ALABAMA man went on trial Tuesday on a murder charge in the death nearly three years ago of his wife, who lived a double life. MONTGOMERY  ALABAMA'S small businesses, nonprofits and faith-based organizations impacted by COVID-19 will benefit from a $200 million grant. Good evening! Here's a look at how AP's news coverage is shaping up today in the Deep South. 
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			 			Here's a look at how AP's news coverage is shaping up today in the Deep South. Questions about today's coverage plans are welcom. MONTGOMERY  ALABAMA has about six weeks to spend almost $1 billion in remaining coronavirus relief funds or the money will revert to Washingt. Good afternoon! Here's a look at how AP's news coverage is shaping up today in the Deep South. 
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			 Dothan Eagle   Market: Dothan, AL (172) 


			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:13PM CT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S.  SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD in ALABAMA and Port San Antonio in Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." PLAY Read More Read More Read More Read More Read More Read More SPONSORED Visit Advertiser website GO TO PAGE Coming Next The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential. for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. 
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			 Gov.: Redstone among top 6 candidates for Space Command HQ			Nov 20 2020 03:13PM CT 


			 


			 			Gov.: Redstone among top 6 candidates for SPACE COMMAND HQ  HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP) - Redstone Arsenal is once again in contention to be the site of the permanent HEADQUARTERS for the U.S.  SPACE COMMAND, which was established in 2018 to oversee military operations in space. Gov. Kay Ivey announced Thursday on Twitter that the location was one of six finalists for the permanent HEADQUARTERS, according to WHNT. President Donald Trump established the U.S. SPACE COMMAND in December 2018. According to the organization's website , it is designed to conduct "operations in, from, and to space to deter conflict, and if necessary, defeat aggression, deliver space combat power for the Joint/Combined force, and defend U.S. vital interests with allies and partners." The Redstone location was on a previous list for. the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS and then the Pentagon earlier this year revised the search for the HEADQUARTERS. "The synergy of a lot of what they're going to be doing and what we have here in our history, there's a really good fit," Huntsville-Madison County Chamber President and CEO Chip Cherry told WHNT. "There's a reason we made this list twice." Copyright 2020 The Associated Press. 
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			 			"You sp. MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP)  ALABAMA'S incoming Republican U.S. Sen, Tommy Tuberville, who made loyalty to President Donald Trump a central theme o. MARIANNA, Fla. (AP) - A Florida man has been fatally mauled by a pack of wild dogs, authorities say. COCOA, Fla. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  41,515   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $311   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $933   			 Word Count:  473   			 Average Stay:  123.42   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  118,689   			 Page Views:  899,856   








			 


			 


			 50. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WAAY-ABC   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 WAAY 31 Morning News at 8 AM			Nov 21 2020 08:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[8:10:03 AM] [0:28]  A DATE FOR THAT HAS NOT BEEN SET YET.  THIS MORNING WE'RE LEARNING MORE ABOUT REDSTONE ARSENAL'S SELECTION AS ONE OF THE TOP 6 FINALISTS FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  WE ASKED THE AIR FORCE WHAT DIFFERENT CRITERIA THE SITES WILL BE JUDGED ON WHEN MAKING THE DECISION.  IT TOLD US IT'S A COMBINATION OF ON-THE-GROUND AND VIRTUAL SITE SURVEYS. 
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			 			[8:11:55 AM] [0:16]  APPLICATIONS ARE SCHEDULED TO OPEN ON MONDAY.  ONCE THAT HAPPENS YOU'LL HAVE ABOUT A MONTH TO TURN THAT APPLICATION IN. COMING UP - LOOKING FOR A WAY TO SERVE THE STATE OF ALABAMA?  WHAT THE GOVERNOR IS DOING TO MAKE RECRUITMENT FOR THE NATIONAL GUARD EASIER -AFTER THE BREAK. 
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			 WAAY 48 News Today at 6 AM			Nov 21 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:04:04 AM] [0:16]  HOSPITALS ACROSS NORTH ALABAMA ARE STARTING TO GET PUSHED TO THE LIMIT.  THIS MORNING THERE ARE 37 CORONAVIRUS IN-PATIENTS AT HELEN KELLER HOSPITAL. 10 ARE IN CRITICAL CONDITION. 
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			 			[6:05:56 AM] [0:44]  THEY WERE ALL ABLE TO GET OUT SAFELY.  THE CAUSE IS UNDER INVESTIGATION.  HAPPENING NOW MADISON COUNTY IS BEING SUED BY THE STATE OF ALABAMA.  ATTORNEY GENERAL STEVE MARSHALL ANNOUNCED THE LAWSUIT FOR THE DECISION TO RELOCATE THE CONFEDERATE MONUMENT IN DOWNTOWN HUNTVILLE.  HE SAID SAYS THE RELOCATION VIOLATED THE ALABAMA MEMORIAL PRESERVATION ACT.  THE ACT PROTECTS BUILDINGS AND MONUMENTS LOCATED ON PUBLIC PROPERTY THAT ARE 40 YEARS OR OLDER FROM BEING MOVED.  A VIOLATION OF THE ACT IS PUNISHABLE BY A 25-THOUSAND DOLLAR FINE.  MEANWHILE - IN MARSHALL COUNTY A FENCE NOW SURROUNDS THE ONE OUTSIDE THE COURTHOUSE IN ALBERTVILLE. 
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			 			[6:08:22 AM] [0:47]  BUT THEY'RE NOT DISCLOSING THE MOTIVE BECAUSE HE WILL HAVE A PRELIMINARY HEARING.  A DATE FOR THAT HAS NOT BEEN SET YET.  THIS MORNING WE'RE LEARNING MORE ABOUT REDSTONE ARSENAL'S SELECTION AS ONE OF THE TOP 6 FINALISTS FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  WE ASKED THE AIR FORCE WHAT DIFFERENT CRITERIA THE SITES WILL BE JUDGED ON WHEN MAKING THE DECISION.  IT TOLD US IT'S A COMBINATION OF ON-THE-GROUND AND VIRTUAL SITE SURVEYS.  THOSE WILL HELP DETERMINE THE BEST LOCATION BASED ON FACTORS RELATED TO MISSION, INFRASTRUCTURE CAPACITY, COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND COST TO THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.  ALABAMA SAW A DROP IN UNEMPLOYMENT LAST MONTH!  THE STATE'S OCTOBER RATE WAS 5 POINT 8-PERCENT. 
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			 Alabama senator reacts to Huntsville on US Space Command's shortlist			Nov 21 2020 12:00AM CT 


			 


			 			ALABAMA senator reacts to Huntsville on US SPACE COMMAND'S shortlist  By Kate Smith | November 20, 2020 at 6:00 PM CST - Updated November 20 at 6:00 PM  HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (WAFF) - State and city leaders are excited about Huntsville as a potential landing spot for U-S SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. Air Force announced Thursday that Redstone Arsenal is a top candidate for the HEADQUARTERS. Outgoing Senator Doug Jones said ALABAMA is the best place for the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, because the Rocket City has the right infrastructure and strong community support. Huntsville has survived the first round of cuts and is still under consideration to become the new HEADQUARTERS for US SPACE COMMAND. "The military involving space, the private sector involving space, you got NASA," said Senator Doug Jones. In 2019, the Airforce released a list of potential HEADQUARTERS. But the Secretary of Defense at the time, decided to open the nominations again and give other cities another chance. Colorado Springs and Huntsville are the only cities that made the shortlist both in 2019 and 2020. 
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			 			"Mayor Battle and the other local mayors and the county commission, and Chamber of Commerce is going to put Madison County's best foot forward." A spokesperson said, "We are honored to be considered, and proud to be a part of the Huntsville/Madison county community. Until the final decision is made by the Department of Defense, it would be inappropriate to discuss further. As always, our priority is to ensure that all tenants of Redstone Arsenal receive world-class service and support that enables them to meet their missions." The SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS will be selected in early 2021. Senator Jones said we could know by mid-January. Until then, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs will remain the Command's provisional HEADQUARTERS. Copyright 2020 WAFF. All rights reserved.
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			 WHNT-CBS   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 NEWS CHANNEL 19 AT 10 PM			Nov 21 2020 10:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[10:05:41 PM] [0:18]  THE NONPROFIT SAYS GIVING CASA SUFFICIENT GARDEN TOOLS DURING A PANDEMIC WE'LL GIVE THEM MORE STABILITY IN HEPING SENIORS AND YOU CAN FIND A LINK TO DONATE ON WHNT DOT COM.  REDSTONE ARSENAL ONCE AGAIN IS IN THE RUNNING FOR US SPACE COMMAND PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS, US SPACE COMMAND WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER PRESIDENT TRUMP IN DECEMBER 2018 AND EARLIER THIS YEAR, THE COMMANDER SEE REVISED ITS SEARCH FOR A PERMANENT HOME THERE ARE 6 OTHERS IN THE RUNNING THIS WOULD BRING 1400 JOBS OF. UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN POSITIONS TO NORTH ALABAMA CITY LEADERS SAY NORTH ALABAMA SPACE AND DEFENSE ASSETS ON REDSTONE ARSENAL AND COMPANIES OUTSIDE OF ITS GATES HELPED MAKE NORTH ALABAMA A TOP CONTENDER. 
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			 WHNT2   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 News 19 at 9 PM			Nov 21 2020 09:00PM CT 


			 


			 			[9:04:16 PM] [1:42]  ALABAMA'S REVIVE GRANT THE CARES ACT USINESSES AND NONPROFITS THAT PREVIOUSLY IN TIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED STARTING LOCAL NONPROFITTED FUNDRAISING R CITIZENS MY HAS ER $800 IN THEIR MISSION TO BUILD SIC GARDEN PLANTS FOR CASA HELP SHARE AND OPEN SO THAT PROMOTES RECYCEFFICIENT FARMING THE NONPROFIT HAS CASA NG SENIOR. CITIZENS IN THE COMMTHE PANDEMIC R ONLY JOB HAS GARDEN WOULD HANG OVER THE GARDEN BOXES AND WOULD CEDE TER BODYGUARD AND WILL MAKE FOPRODUCTION HYPER EFFICE THE GET INTO AGRICULTURE USING THI TECHNOLOGY.  COST OF THE MOST EFFICIENT PANDEMIC WILL GIVE THEM MORE STABI IN HELPING SENIORS.  AND CAN FIND A LINK TO DONATE ON REDSTONE ARSENAL RUNNING FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND'S PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS US SPACACE COMAND WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER PRESIDENT TRUMP IN DECEMBER 2018.  AND EARLIER THIS THE COMMAND REVISED ITS SEARCH FOR A PERMANENT HOME.  S IN THE RUNNING THIS WOULD BRING IF CIVILIAN POSITIONS TO NORTH ALABAMA CITY LEADERS SAY NORTH ALABAMA SPACE AND DEFENSE ARSEN COMPANIES OUTSIDE OF LP TO MAKE ALABAMA TOP C
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			 Deep South News Digest			Nov 21 2020 01:39AM CT 


			 


			 			 STUDENT LEFT ON BUS - A 4-year-old boy was left on a Georgia school bus Thursday morning and ended up outside of the driver's home, authorities said.  TEACHER MOLESTATION CHARGES - A former Georgia high school coach and teacher has been charged with sexually assaulting a student in a 2016 incident.  1987 KILLING ARREST - An ALABAMA man has been arrested in the 1987 killing of a 19-year-old northern Illinois woman following his indictment by a grand jury on first-degree murder charges. SPORTS: GLF-RSM CLASSIC ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Ga, - Robert Streb birdied his last two holes on the Plantation course at Seal Island and matched his career low with a 9-under 63, giving him a two-shot lead over Camilo Villegas on Friday in the RSM Classic. FBC-T25-WEEKEND PREVIEW The Big Ten's four unbeaten teams square off Saturday in two games that could go a long way toward settling the division races. 
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			 			By Ralph D. Russo. SENT: 640 words, photos. ALABAMA (All times Central) TOP STORIES: SECRETARY OF STATE-SOCIAL MEDIA HUNTSVILLE, Ala.  A coalition of social justice groups are criticizing ALABAMA Secretary of State John Merrill's use of his personal Twitter account. They say he's sending tweets that are racially insensitive and promote violence. Merrill recently retweeted one item that criticized "Black Lives Matter's war on whites" and a second item saying "when patriots decide it's time to fight back it's gonna be ugly." More than 20 groups and individuals are challenging the elected Republican to appear at a Tuesday news conference with them to answer. for his actions. Merrill says it's wrong to attack his performance as secretary of state over the tweets, saying he was using his personal account to express personal views. SENT: 310 words. VIRUS OUTBREAK-SCHOOLS MOBILE, Ala.  State Superintendent Eric Mackey says he wants ALABAMA schools to return in-person after Thanksgiving holidays despite a surge in COVID-19 cases. The state's COVID-19 school dashboard was updated Friday to show nearly 2,300 cases last week in public schools compared to to about 1,600 last week. Cases have more than doubled in two weeks. The state superintendent says individual schools could switch to all virtual learning as a last resort. Two school systems where cases rapidly increased, Alexander City and Marshall County, switched all schools to virtual learning temporarily. SENT: 431 words. 1987 KILLING-ARREST ROCKFORD, Ill.  An ALABAMA man has been arrested in the 1987 killing of a 19-year-old northern Illinois woman following his indictment by a grand jury on first-degree murder charges. Sixty-four-year-old Jesse Smith Jr. was arrested Thursday in Albany, Georgia, a day after he was indicted by a Winnebago County grand jury. Tammy Tracey's remains were found nearly a year after the Rockford woman vanished in May 1987. She had been fatally shot. Smith was being held at the Dougherty County Jail in Albany, Georgia, on a $5 million bond, awaiting extradition to Winnebago County. It was not immediately clear if the Tuscumbia, ALABAMA, man has an attorney. SENT: 300 words. CORONAVIRUS APP BIRMINGHAM, Ala.  An app that's been used in ALABAMA to warn people that they might have been exposed to the coronavirus is joining a growing network in other states. The GuideSafe Exposure Notification app uses Bluetooth signals to determine when two cell phones are within six feet of each other for longer than 15 minutes. If one person later tests positive they report it to the app and those who have been in close proximity are notified. So far ALABAMA'S version has only worked with those who downloaded the state's version. But on Thursday the app was connected to a wider network that includes 13 states and the District of Columbia. SENT: 290 words. IN BRIEF  SPACE COMMAND-NEW MEXICO - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  REDSTONE-SPACE COMMAND  Redstone Arsenal is once again in contention to be the site of the permanent HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, which was established in 2018 to oversee military operations in space.  SEXUAL EXTORTION CHARGE-UNIVERSITY - A 20-year-old ALABAMA man was arrested and accused of sexual extortion, authorities said. IN SPORTS FBN-PAUL NEWBERRY-A COACH'S STAND Football is Mark Rose's life. 
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			 			Sign up now to get the most recent coronavirus headlines and other important local and national news sent to your email inbox daily. Sign up!  I understand and agree that registration on or use of this site constitutes agreement to its user agreement and privacy policy Most Popular MONTGOMERY - More than 2,000 new cases of COVID-19 have been added daily over the last week across ALABAMA as hospitals treat more and more pe. COLUMBIANA - An ALABAMA man went on trial Tuesday on a murder charge in the death nearly three years ago of his wife, who lived a double life. MONTGOMERY  ALABAMA'S small businesses, nonprofits and faith-based organizations impacted by COVID-19 will benefit from a $200 million grant. Good evening! Here's a look at how AP's news coverage is shaping up today in the Deep South. 
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			 			Here's a look at how AP's news coverage is shaping up today in the Deep South. Questions about today's coverage plans are welc. MONTGOMERY  ALABAMA has about six weeks to spend almost $1 billion in remaining coronavirus relief funds or the money will revert to Washingt.
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			 WIAT-CBS   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 WIAT 42 News 5:30pm			Nov 22 2020 05:30PM CT 


			 


			 			[5:40:39 PM] [0:23]  DESPITE C-DC TRAVEL WARNINGS, TROOPERS KNOW THAT WON'T KEEP THE MAJORITY OF DRIVERS HOME.  THERE ARE COVID CONCERNS, BUT NO MATTER WHAT WE STILL BELIEVE THERE'S GOING TO BE LARGER AMOUNT OF TRAFFIC THAN NORMAL DURING THIS HOLIDAY PERIOD IN ALABAMA.  FOLLOWING TOO CLOSE HAS BECOME AN ISSUE HERE IN ALABAMA ON THE ROADWAYS.  LET'S CREATE A SAFE DISTANCE, LET'S SLOW DOWN AND WEAR THOSE SEATBELTS AND GET YOU A DRIVER IF YOU'RE GOING TO BE DRINKING.  TROOPERS WANT TO REMIND ALABAMIANS OF THE STATE'S MOVE OVER LAW. 
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			 			[5:41:30 PM] [3:44]  ON THE PLUS SIDE, THIS COOLER AIR MEANS MORE SUNSHINE TOMORROW!  MORE ON THE REST OF YOUR 7- DAY FORECAST AFTER THE BREAK! #AROUND ALABAMA REDSTONE ARSENAL IN HUNTSVILLE ONCE AGAIN IS IN THE RUNNING FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND'S PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS.  U-S SPACE COMMAND WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER PRESIDENT TRUMP IN DECEMBER 20-18.  THERE ARE SIX OTHERS IN THE RUNNING.  THIS WOULD BRING 14- HUNDRED JOBS TO UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN POSITIONS IN NORTH ALABAMA.  CITY LEADERS SAY NORTH ALABAMA'S SPACE AND DEFENSE ASSETS ON REDSTONE ARSENAL AND COMPANIES OUTSIDE OF ITS GATES HELPED MAKE NORTH ALABAMA A TOP CONTENDER. "JUST REALLY VALIDATES THE VALUE OF THIS FEDERAL CAMPUS THAT WE CALL REDSTONE TO THE NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE WORK THATS DONE HERE FOR THEM TO PLACE US ON THAT FIRST LIST AND THEN FOR US TO BE VALIDATED BY BEING PLACED ON THERE A SECOND TIME.  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESIDENT CHIP CHERRY SAYS IT IS A FANTASTIC RECOGNITION FOR HUNTSVILLE TO MAKE THE CUT NOT ONCE BUT TWICE. 
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			 WIAT-CBS   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 WIAT 42 News - Wake Up Alabama 6am			Nov 22 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:32:57 AM] [0:24]  TURNING NOW TO THE CORONAVIRUS EMERGENCY.  THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTED MORE NEW COVID-19 CASES THIS PAST WEEK THAN IN ANY WEEK SINCE THE PANDEMIC BEGAN.  THIS MORNING THE STATE IS SEEING 193- THOUSAND 95 CONFIRMED CASES SINCE MARCH.  THAT INCLUDES 1-THOUSAND 687 NEW CASES BEING REPORTED IN THE LAST 24 HOURS. 
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			 			[6:34:29 AM] [0:37]  AROUND ALABAMA REDSTONE ARSENAL IN HUNTSVILLE ONCE AGAIN IS IN THE RUNNING FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND'S PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS.  U-S SPACE COMMAND WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER PRESIDENT TRUMP IN DECEMBER 20-18.  THERE ARE SIX OTHERS IN THE RUNNING.  THIS WOULD BRING 14- HUNDRED JOBS TO UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN POSITIONS IN NORTH ALABAMA.  CITY LEADERS SAY NORTH ALABAMA'S SPACE AND DEFENSE ASSETS ON REDSTONE ARSENAL AND COMPANIES OUTSIDE OF ITS GATES HELPED MAKE NORTH ALABAMA A TOP CONTENDER.  CHIP CHERRY, HUNTSVILLE MADISON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESIDENT "JUST REALLY VALIDATES THE VALUE OF
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			 WIAT-CBS   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 WIAT 42 News - Wake Up Alabama 5am			Nov 22 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:32:15 AM] [0:25]  TURNING NOW TO THE CORONAVIRUS EMERGENCY.  THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTED MORE NEW COVID-19 CASES THIS PAST WEEK THAN IN ANY WEEK SINCE THE PANDEMIC BEGAN.  THIS MORNING THE STATE IS SEEING 193- THOUSAND 95 CONFIRMED CASES SINCE MARCH.  THAT INCLUDES 1-THOUSAND 687 NEW CASES BEING REPORTED IN THE LAST 24 HOURS. 
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			 			[5:33:41 AM] [1:02]  AROUND ALABAMA REDSTONE ARSENAL IN HUNTSVILLE ONCE AGAIN IS IN THE RUNNING FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND'S PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS.  U-S SPACE COMMAND WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER PRESIDENT TRUMP IN DECEMBER 20-18.  THERE ARE SIX OTHERS IN THE RUNNING.  THIS WOULD BRING 14- HUNDRED JOBS TO UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN POSITIONS IN NORTH ALABAMA.  CITY LEADERS SAY NORTH ALABAMA'S SPACE AND DEFENSE ASSETS ON REDSTONE ARSENAL AND COMPANIES OUTSIDE OF ITS GATES HELPED MAKE NORTH ALABAMA A TOP CONTENDER. "JUST REALLY VALIDATES THE VALUE OF THIS FEDERAL CAMPUS THAT WE CALL REDSTONE TO THE NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE WORK THATS DONE HERE FOR THEM TO PLACE US ON THAT FIRST LIST AND THEN FOR US TO BE VALIDATED BY BEING PLACED ON THERE A SECOND TIME.  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESIDENT CHIP CHERRY SAYS IT IS A FANTASTIC RECOGNITION FOR HUNTSVILLE TO MAKE THE CUT NOT ONCE BUT TWICE. 
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			 WVTM-NBC   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 WVTM 13 News at 9 AM			Nov 22 2020 09:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[9:37:58 AM] [0:54]  WILLIAM JEFFREY WEST, CONVICTED IN THE DEATH OF HIS WIFE KAT.  IN NORTH ALABAMA, AFTER A QUARTER CENTURY, A COLD CASE MURDER IS NOW SOLVED.  LAST WEDNESDAY, DECATUR POLICE SAY THE SUSPECT, JOHNNY WHITED CALLED A DETECTIVE AND CONFESSED TO MURDERING CHRISTOPHER DAILEY.  HE WAS SHOT TO DEATH IN 1995.  INVESTIGATORS SAY WHITED TOOK OFFICERS RIGHT TO THE SCENE OF THE CRIME.  HE'S CHARGED WITH MURDER.  REMEMBER SPACE FORCE?  WELL GET THIS, IT COULD BE BASED RIGHT HERE IN ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SIX FINALIST FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  AMONG THEM, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN HUNTSVILLE.  SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS.  THE HEADQUARTERS SHOULD BE SELECTED EARLY NEXT YEAR.  HARMONY: I HOPE THEY PICK SWEET HOME ALABAMA.  WE HAVE A LOT TO OFFER.  OVER MY SHOULDER WE HAVE THE SATELLITE AND RADAR COMPOSITE, SHOWING THE RAIN. 
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			 WVTM-NBC   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 WVTM 13 News at 8 AM			Nov 22 2020 08:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[8:39:33 AM] [0:38]  CHIP SCARBOROUGH, WVTM 13.  JON: IN NORTH ALABAMA, AFTER A QUARTER CENTURY, A COLD CASE MURDER IS NOW SOLVED.  LAST WEDNESDAY, DECATUR POLICE SAY THE SUSPECT, JOHNNY WHITED CALLED A DETECTIVE AND CONFESSED TO MURDERING CHRISTOPHER DAILEY.  HE WAS SHOT TO DEATH IN 1995.  INVESTIGATORS SAY WHITED TOOK OFFICERS RIGHT TO THE SCENE OF THE CRIME.  HE'S CHARGED WITH MURDER.  REMEMBER SPACE FORCE?  WELL GET THIS, IT COULD BE BASED RIGHT HERE IN ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SIX FINALIST FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  AMONG THEM, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN HUNTSVILLE.  SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS.  THE HEADQUARTERS SHOULD BE


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  29,662   			 Ad Value:  $85   			 Calc Ad Value:  $108   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $323   			 Runtime:  0:38   			 








			 


			 


			 61. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WVTM-NBC   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 WVTM 13 News at 6 AM			Nov 22 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:39:30 AM] [1:02]  HE FACES UP TO 20 YEARS IN PRISON.  CHIP SCARBOROUGH, WVTM 13.  JOHN: IN NORTH ALABAMA, AFTER A QUARTER CENTURY, A COLD CASE MURDER IS NOW SOLVED.  LAST WEDNESDAY, DECATUR POLICE SAY THE SUSPECT, JOHNNY WHITED CALLED A DETECTIVE AND CONFESSED TO MURDERING CHRISTOPHER DAILEY.  HE WAS SHOT TO DEATH IN 1995.  INVESTIGATORS SAY WHITED TOOK OFFICERS RIGHT TO THE SCENE OF THE CRIME.  HE'S CHARGED WITH MURDER.  REMEMBER SPACE FORCE?  IT COULD BE BASED RIGHT HERE IN ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SIX FINALIST FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  AMONG THEM, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN HUNTSVILLE.  SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS.  THE HEADQUARTERS SHOULD BE SELECTED EARLY NEXT YEAR.  HARMONY: EXCELLENT IDEA.  WE HAVE THE ONLY LIVE REAL-TIME RADAR IN CENTRAL ALABAMA.  THEY CAN UTILIZE IT IF THEY WOULD LIKE TO.  I'M JUST PUTTING THAT OUT THERE TO THOSE SPACE NUTS. 
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			 WVTM-NBC   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 WVTM 13 News at 5 AM			Nov 22 2020 05:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[5:39:33 AM] [1:16]  HE FACES UP TO 20 YEARS IN PRISON.  CHIP SCARBOROUGH, WVTM 13.  JON: ABOUT IN NORTH ALABAMA, AFTER A QUARTER CENTURY, A COLD CASE MURDER IS NOW SOLVED.  LAST WEDNESDAY, POLICE SAY THE SUSPECT, JOHNNY WHITED, CALLED A DETECTIVE AND CONFESSED.  POLICE HAVE NOT SAID WHAT CASE THIS IS PERTAINING TO, HOWEVER INVESTIGATORS SAY WHITED TOOK OFFICERS RIGHT TO THE SCENE OF THE CRIME.  HE'S CHARGED WITH MURDER.  REMEMBER SPACE FORCE?  WELL GET THIS, IT COULD BE BASED RIGHT HERE IN ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE HAS SIX FINALIST FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  AMONG THEM, REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN HUNTSVILLE.  SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS.  THE HEADQUARTERS SHOULD BE SELECTED EARLY NEXT YEAR.  HARMONY: IT HAS TO DO WITH THE MILITARY DO YOU THINK YOU COULD CALL YOUR SISTER FOR ME?  COULD YOU MAKE A CALL?  JON: SHE IS IN THE RAINS.  THAT SHE IS IN THE MARINES.  HARMONY: I FEEL LIKE MAYBE THE ASTRONAUTS MIGHT LISTEN TO HER.  I WOULD WEAR A SPACESUIT TO KEEP WHATEVER I HAVE GOING ON OUT OF THERE.  HOW COOL IS THAT BRINGING THAT AMAZING STUFF TO ALABAMA?  PLUS WE HAVE THE BEAUTIFUL TOPOGRAPHY.  YOU HAVE TO GET OUTSIDE. 
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			 WHNT-CBS   Market: Huntsville-Decatur-Florence, AL (79) 


			 NEWS CHANNEL 19 AT 6 AM			Nov 22 2020 06:00AM CT 


			 


			 			[6:17:44 AM] [0:38]  THE NONPROFIT SAYS GIVING COST OF THE MOST EFFICIENT GARDEN TOOLS DURING PANDEMIC WILL GIVE THEM MORE STABILITY IN HELPING SENIORS AND YOU CAN FIND A LINK TO DONATE ON OUR WEBSITE WHNT DOT COM REDSTONE ARSENAL ONCE AGAIN IS IN THE RUNNING FOR US SPACE COMMAND'S PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS US SPACE. COMMAND WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP IN DECEMBER OF 2018 IN EARLIER THIS YEAR, THE COMMAND REVISED ITS SEARCH FOR A PERMANENT HOME THERE ARE 6 OTHERS IN THE RUNNING THIS WOULD BRING 1400 JOBS OF UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN POSITIONS TO NORTH ALABAMA CITY LEADERS SAY NORTH ALABAMA SPACE AND DEFENSE. ASSETS ON REDSTONE ARSENAL ARSENAL AND COMPANIES OUTSIDE ITS GATES HELPED MAKE NORTH ALABAMA A TOP CONTENDER. 
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			 Alabama Today   Market: Alabama (40) 


			 Paul DeMarco: November brings good news to Alabama from the United States Air Fo			Nov 23 2020 08:53PM CT 


			 


			 			Paul DeMarco: November brings good news to ALABAMA from the United States Air Force   While it seems like everything we hear out of Washington bad these days, thus two announcements this past week will bring welcome news to ALABAMA.  First, the United States Air Force released the news that the city of Huntsville made the final list of prospective sites for the home of the United States SPACE COMMAND. There were only five other locations around the Nation that made the cut. The Command will bring 1,400 employees to staff the mission. Huntsville had made the original short list before the Air Force was ordered to review their choices again. The city already is the home for some of the country's most important missions with NASA and the Army's Space and Missile Command LOCATED there. In addition, the city already has the infrastructure and skilled workforce to man the operation. The decision will come in early 2021. That same week the Air Force also revealed that Montgomery's Maxwell Air Force Base wiIl soon house a flying training unit for the new MH-139 Grey Wolf Helicopters. Pilots will be trained to fly the new generation helicopters that will protect the Nation's intercontinental ballistic fields in the Western United States. Both of these announcements should not be a surprise considering the number of important military facilities already in the state. Let's welcome the new unit to Montgomery and hope Huntsville lands the SPACE COMMAND in the new Year. It has been a tough year for the state, so these announcements are encouraging news for ALABAMA. Paul DeMarco is a former member of the ALABAMA House of Representatives. January 25, 2019 In "Apolitical" November 20, 2020 In "Slider"
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			 Trussville Tribune   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 DEMARCO: November brings good news to Alabama from the United States Air Force			Nov 24 2020 07:52PM CT 


			 


			 			DEMARCO: November brings good news to ALABAMA from the United States Air Force  While it seems like everything we hear out of Washington D.C. is bad these days, thus two announcements this past week will bring welcome news to ALABAMA.  First, the United States Air Force released the news that the city of Huntsville made the final list of prospective sites for the home of the United States SPACE COMMAND. There were only five other locations around the Nation that made the cut. The Command will bring 1,400 employees to staff the mission. Huntsville had made the original short list before the Air Force was ordered to review their choices again. The city already is the home for some of the country's most important missions with NASA and the Army's Space and Missile Command LOCATED there. In addition, the city already has the infrastructure and skilled workforce to man the operation. The decision will come in early 2021. That same week the Air Force also revealed that Montgomery's Maxwell Air Force Base wIl soon house a flying training unit for the new MH-139 Grey Wolf Helicopters. Pilots will be trained to fly the new generation helicopters that will protect the Nation's intercontinental ballistic fields in the Western United States. Both of these announcements should not be a surprise considering the number of important military facilities already in the state. Let's welcome the new unit to Montgomery and hope Huntsville lands the SPACE COMMAND in the new Year. It has been a tough year for the state, so these announcements are encouraging news for ALABAMA. Paul DeMarco is a former member of the ALABAMA House of Representatives  Author: Erica Thomas
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			 			[5:13:27 PM] [0:56]  SPACE FORCE THAT )S STILL HAPPENING.  AND THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NOW NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORT LIST CONSISTS OF SIX LOCATIONS KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN FLORIDA PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO PORT SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS AND REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN ALABAMA.  SELF-NOMINATED COMMUNITIES FROM ACROSS 24 STATES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  THE UNIVERSITY OF WEST ALABAMA IS OFFERING SOME RELIEF FOR STUDENTS DURING THE ONGOING PANDEMIC.  THEY ARE RETURNING A PORTION OF STUDENT FEES FROM THIS FALL SEMESTER.  STUDENTS WILL BE REIMBURSED UP TO 300 DOLLARS FOR PREVIOUSLY PAID STUDENT ACTIVITY AND STUDENT ATHLETIC FEES. 
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			 The Cutoff News   Market: Birmingham-Anniston-Tuscaloosa, AL (45) 


			 NU will hold in-person classes, looking to expand COVID testing for spring semes			Dec 7 2020 07:28PM CT 


			 


			 			seen a 7% increase in applications over last year. Part of the increase is due in part to the waiver of an application fee NU announced in October. Regents approve plan to split new Nebraska football training facility project into two phases NU president talks U.S. SPACE COMMAND Carter also said he believes Nebraska's Offutt Air Force Base should be considered to become the HEADQUARTERS of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Nebraska, which is already home to the U.S. Strategic Command and the Marine Corps Forces SPACE COMMAND, was one of six locations narrowed down from a pool of 24 under consideration to become the home the command, according to reports. The Pentagon is expected to choose the new unified command's HEADQUARTERS early next year. As a former naval flight officer and superintendent at the U.S. Naval Academy, Carter said SPACECOM would benefit the same way STRATCOM has in the Cornhusker State. In addition to a low cost of living and high quality of life, Carter said NU could serve SPACECOM the same way it does STRATCOM, with a partner willing to "shift dynamically" to meet its needs. The National Strategic Research Institute was established in 2010 to connect university research with the needs of STRATCOM. NU has also created academic programs like the Space, Cyber and Telecommunications Law program at UNL, as well as the National Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology, and Education Center at UNO. Plus, Carter added, if SPACECOM decided to set down roots in Nebraska, bringing an estimated 1,400 military and civilian personnel here, it would find a welcoming place for its efforts. "The state of Nebraska embraces its military members and veterans like no place I've been before," he said. "It's very special." Marine Corps' new SPACE COMMAND plants flag at Offutt TOP PHOTOS FROM NOVEMBER Top Journal Star photos for November Maison Burnley of the Slim Chickens softball team gets in a session of batting practice in preparation for a spring league season on Saturday, Nov. 28, 2020, in the late afternoon at Holmes Lake Park. FRANCIS GARDLER, Journal Star FRANCIS GARDLER Top Journal Star photos for November Gustavo Torres, a worker with Pronto Turf, pours gravy on his Thanksgiving meal during a lunch break at Northeast High School, Thursday, Nov. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			Starscope Undo NeckRelax Is This $79 Neck Relief Device Better than Expensive Massage? NeckRelax Undo Desert Order Play this Game for 1 Minute and see why everyone is addicted Desert Order Undo GoGoPeak Top 10 Most Beautiful Cities In The World GoGoPeak Undo Babbel An Expert Explains Why This App Is the Best for Learning a New Language Babbel Undo HealthySoulMag.com This Is What. Happens if You Eat Bananas Every Day HealthySoulMag.com Undo Pleasant Grove High School's Head Coach Darrell LeBeaux Picked As Part Of All-Star Football Staff for 34ht ALABAMA -Mississippi All Star Football Classic Undo Hueytown's Alexis "Lexie" Northcutt 2020 Miss Teen ALABAMA United States Receives Multiple Awards At National Pageant Undo. Clifford Allison Inducted Into The ALABAMA Auto Racing Pioneers Hall Of Fame Undo  Author: Chris Dunker Lincoln


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  735   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $44   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $132   			 Word Count:  1,222   			 Average Stay:  135.75   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  2,619,625   			 Page Views:  21,255   








			 


			 


						 			Report Generated:			 08 Dec 2020 19:48:23 UTC


			 			Story Count:			 67


			 			Audience:			 2,516,912


			 			Nielsen Audience:			 544,314


			 			Unique Visitors:			 1,972,598


			 			Ad Value:			 $6,396


			 			Calc Ad Value:			 $28,950


			 			Calc Publicity Value:			 $86,844


			 			Runtime:			 1:14:19


			 			Word Count:			 15,350


			 			Average Stay:			 1916.72


			 			Attention:			 0.0000


			 			Rank:			 26,149,102


			 			Page Views:			 36,688,789








						 


			This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file and reference purposes only.


			Any reproduction, sale or distribution is prohibited.


			 


			Portions © 2019 Nielsen Media Research, Inc.


			Applicable ratings data contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media Research, Inc.


			All Rights Reserved.


			Portions © 2019 Compete, Inc.


			Applicable ratings data contained herein are for use pursuant to a license from Compete, Inc.


			All Rights Reserved.


			Portions © 2019 SimilarWeb LTD


			Applicable ratings data contained herein are for use pursuant to a license from SimilarWeb LTD


			All Rights Reserved.















						 						[image: ]   






			 









			 


			 1. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 CBSN Denver   Market: Denver, CO (16) 


			 CBSNDEN 2 PM Daily			Nov 4 2020 02:00PM MT 


			 


			 			[2:45:19 PM] [3:36]  THE GREAT HONOR OF BEING ABLE SERVE YOU OVER THE LAST SIX YEARS TEN YEARS INCLUDING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR THINK ALL.  THE INCREDIBLE SUPPORTERS ACROSS THE STATE OF COLORADO WHO FOUGHT SO HARD FOR THIS EVENING TO THE GROUND.  IN MY PERSONAL OFFICE AND INCREDIBLE TEAM OF THE CAMPAIGN THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR THE WORK THAT WE DID.  OF COURSE TO MY FAMILY TO JAMIE TO THATCHER TO CAITLIN I CAN THANK YOU ENOUGH FOR WE HAVE DONE TOGETHER.  AND TO MY MOM AND DAD AND SISTER AND FAMILY HERE WITH US TONIGHT THANK YOU FOR YOUR INCREDIBLE SERVICE SIX.  YEARS AGO I SET OUT TO ACCOMPLISH THINGS FOR ALL FOUR CORNERS OF THE STATE OF COLORADO A TO MAKE SURE.  THAT WE HAD A CHANCE TO FIGHT FOR ECONOMY OR ENVIRONMENT FOR ENERGY FOR EDUCATION OVER THE LAST SIX YEARS I.  WAS ABLE TO BECOME THE THIRD MOST BIPARTISAN MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE TO PASS MORE LEGISLATION INTO LAW THAN THE.  ENTIRE COLORADO CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION COMBINED WE FOUGHT HARD TO CREATE AN ECONOMY THAT WAS DRAWING HIS TRADING JOBS WITH TAX CUTS.  AND REGULATORY REFORMS THAT LED TO WAGE GROWTH AND RECORD LOW DEPLOYMENT RATES TO CREEKMORE CONCURRENT DUAL ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN.  ACROSS COLORADO'S HIGH SCHOOL TO PROVIDE MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINORITIES AND EDUCATION IN STEM FIELDS TO MAKE SURE THAT BECAME THE.  ENERGY THAT WE BOOSTED NOT ONLY HER TRADITIONAL ENERGY PRODUCTION AND CREATED JOBS IN EVERY NOOK AND TRANNY OF OUR STATE.  BUT THAT WE HAD OPPORTUNITIES FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY AND WHAT AS WELL SAVE THE PRODUCTION TAX CREDIT WORKING HARD ON SOLAR.  TAX CREDITS SAVE THEM DURING THE TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN TAX CUTS TO MAKE SURE THAT WE INCREASED FUNDING FOR THE NATIONAL.  REAL ENERGY LABORATORY BY NEARLY FIFTY PERCENT OVER THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS WE MOVE THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT HEADQUARTERS TO.  COLORADO OPENED UP US SPACE COMMAND AND CALLED THE SPRINGS BEGAN TO FULFILL THE PROMISE THAT JOHN F. KENNEDY MADE THE TO BEGIN.  CONSTRUCTION ON THE ARKANSAS VALLEY CONDUIT A PROMISE THAT HE MADE NEARLY FIFTY YEARS AGO WE BROKE GROUND ON JUST A.  MONTH AGO THOSE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO ARE REAL AND IN THE MIDST OF A GLOBAL PANDEMIC WE FOUGHT.  FOR THE RELIEF THE COLORADO DESPERATELY NEEDED MAKING SURE THAT WE HAVE THE TESTS AND EQUIPMENT THAT THE STATE HAD TO.  HAVE IN ORDER TO GET THROUGH OUR PANDEMIC TOGETHER AND WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS PANDEMIC TOGETHER A MOMENT AGO I.  SPOKE TO SENATOR ELECT JOHN THE FIRST TO CONGRATULATE HIM ON HIS VICTORY TONIGHT TO WELCOME HIM TO THE UNITED STATES SENATE.  AND TO MAKE SURE THAT HE KNOWS I WILL SUPPORT HIM IN THIS TRANSITION ANYWAY THAT I CAN TO MAKE SURE.  THAT IT'S AS SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE AND WE WILL ASSIST HIM WITH ANY QUESTIONS THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE AS HE NAVIGATES.  THIS NEW ROLE AND PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT TO ALL THE PEOPLE WHO SUPPORTED OUR EFFORTS TONIGHT THAT HIS SUCCESS IS COLORADO'S.  SUCCESS IN OUR NATION AND OUR STATE NEED HIM TO SUCCEED WE NEED TO BE UNITED TOGETHER SO AGAIN THANKS TO.  THE TIRELESS VOLUNTEERS WHO CAME TOGETHER FROM ALL FOUR CORNERS OF OUR STATE WAS DURING THE BEGINNING DAYS OF THE PANDEMIC.  WHEN I RECEIVED A LETTER FROM SOMEONE THAT I REALLY WASN'T SURE WHO IT WAS I OPENED UP INSIDE THIS LETTER.  WAS A PAIR OF PLIERS AND THAT WAS A UNIQUE THING TO INCLUDE SO I'VE COURSE READ THE LETTER AND IT.  WAS FROM A SOLDIER WHO HAD VISITED A WALL STREET HOSPITAL JUST SO HAPPENED THAT THE SOLDIER WAS FROM MY HOMETOWN OF.  YUMA COLORADO I DIDN'T THINK I KNEW HIM IN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FIRST TOLD ME THAT HE HAD BEEN WOUNDED.  IN AFGHANISTAN AND HAD LOST HIS RIGHT ARM BUT THE SECOND I WALKED IN THAT ROOM AT THE HOSPITAL I KNEW.  EXACTLY WHO HE WAS THE NEWS FAMILY WAS AND WHO IS PARENTS WERE HIS GRANDPARENTS AND I SHARED THE STORY OF. 
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			 CBSN Denver   Market: Denver, CO (16) 


			 CBSNDEN 2 PM Daily			Nov 4 2020 02:00PM MT 


			 


			 			[2:50:44 PM] [3:09]  OF US TO GET IT DONE AS RONALD REAGAN ONCE SAID THE TRAIL WAS LONG BUT THE COMPANY WAS ALWAYS THE BEST.  TO THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO THANK YOU FOR THIS GREAT HONOR TO SERVE YOU THIS NATION 'S BETTER DAYS ARE AHEAD.  OF US AND LET NONE OF US PUBLISH THE GREAT STATE OF COLORADO IN THESE GREAT UNITED STATES TAX STORY IS IN.  DENVER RIGHT NOW MATTERS BREAKING NEWS AND NEW DEVELOPMENTS RIGHT NOW WE LIVE ON CSA. COM AND ALL YOUR FAVORITE DEVICES.  CDS ENDEAVOR ALWAYS COVERING COLORADO FIRST BS FOR THIS ONE MORE MORNING WE BUILD JUST LIKE YOU AND WILL BE STARTING.  AT FOUR THIRTY YES FOR THIS MORNING AND ONLY THOSE BEING VAST CHANGES IN OUR COLORADO WEATHER AND WHEN THEY DO.  WERE HERE ALL DAY EVERY TRACKING WHETHER YOU'RE PREPARED FOR WHAT WHETHER ON CBSN DENVER ALWAYS COVERING COLORADO THE HEARTLAND OF.  THE AWARD HONORING EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM CBS FOR THIS MORNING ANCHOR DOMINIC GARCIA TELLING THE STORY OF OUR HEROES BRAVELY SERVING.  ABOARD THE USS COLORADO SM DIRECTOR KELLY WORKMAN THE STORY OF ONE COLORADO BUSINESS COMMITTED TO TRAINING IS UNIQUELY ABLE TO.  WORKFORCE CBS FOUR NEWS AT TEN AWARDED THE HEARTLAND IN THE LARGER MARKET EVENING NEWSCAST THAT GETS RESULTS CPS FOR NEWS.  COVERING COLORADO FIRST CPS FOR COLORADO'S NEWS CHANNEL THE EXPERIENCE TO BRING YOU TO UNCOVER THE STORY THE EXPERIENCE TO PUT.  FIRST THE COMPANY , WHILE THE CITY OF DENVER AT LOCAL NEWS SPORTS WEATHER AND CBSN DENVER ONLY ONE TAP IS.  NOW A WEATHER UPDATE FROM CBSN DENVER EITHER A METEOROLOGIST DAVID ALLAIRE WITH A LOOK AT COLORADO'S FORECASTING HERE TAKE A.  LOOK AT OUR LIFE AGAIN THIS WAS TAKEN BEFORE LUNCH HOUR WE ARE IN THE SUNSHINE HERE LOOKING VERY VERY NICE.  DRYER THERE'S A SYSTEM THOUGH THAT'S COMING FOR THE WEEKEND WE GOT A COUPLE OF DAYS REST THE WEEK IS LOOKING.  GOOD NO PROBLEM THERE BECAUSE OF THE GULF OF ALASKA AND YOU CAN SEE THIS FLOW STARTS TO SHOOT BY THE.  TIME WE GET INTO FRIDAY MORNING IT'S MAKING INROADS INTO THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AND THEN BY SATURDAY WILL STOP ABOUT SATURDAY AT.  FIVE O'CLOCK WE SEE SOME RAIN AND SNOW IN WESTERN COLORADO AND THEN THE PUSH FOR THAT COMES THROUGH ALL OF.  THE LATER SUNDAY INTO MONDAY AND THAT'S WHEN WE MIGHT SEE SOME PRECIPITATION AROUND THE DENVER METRO AREA HERE'S A LOOK.  AT OUR FORECAST ACROSS THE STATE TO SEE JUST A FEW CLOUDS DRIFTING BY THIS AFTERNOON STILL A TON OF SUNSHINE TO. 
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			 			[2:55:21 PM] [4:40]  ALSO MEANS IS THAT YOU PROTECT YOUR LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICES NURSES FIREFIGHTERS TEACHERS TALK TO SAYS WITHOUT HER APPEAL THOSE SERVICES.  WHAT IS THE BILLION-DOLLAR KAYAK RACK COLORADO VOTERS SET UP AT THE POLLS THE SELECTION MORE REGISTERED ELIGIBLE VOTERS RETURNED ABOUT.  EVER BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF STATE 'S OFFICE HAS MORE THAN THREE MILLION ONE FORTY FIVE THOUSAND SIX FOR TWENTY SIX PEOPLE RETURN.  BALLOTS BEFORE SEVEN O'CLOCK YESTERDAY EIGHTY PERCENT OF ALL REGISTERED ELIGIBLE VOTERS IN THE STATE NOW WE'VE NEVER SEEN A TRAFFIC.  HIGH AND THERE STILL ARE BALLOTS TO BE COUNTED COUNTY TO THIS NUMBER CERTAINLY WILL GO UP AND THAT ARE SET.  UP TO THEIR POLLING LOCATIONS IN A PILE ON ELECTION DAY AND ONE FUNERAL HOME MADE SURE THEY PUT THEIR RIGHTS.  TO GET YOU THAT MERCEDES SPRINTER MAN BELONGS TO HARRIS FUNERAL DIRECTORS EASILY TAKE FAMILY FROM THEIR HOME TO CHURCH AND.  THEIR FUNERAL HOME YESTERDAY M GOVERNOR ALL RIGHT TAKING FORTY FIVE PEOPLE TO MULTIPLE POLLING LOCATIONS CAN FUNERAL DIRECTORS OPEN THE BUSINESS.  THIS YEAR AND FROM MEMPHIS WHERE THE COMMON SERVICE YEARS AGO NOW IN COLORADO HE WANTED A MODERN VERSION OF THE.  TRADITION REPUBLICAN LAUREN BOBERG IS THE WINTER OF WHAT WAS CONSIDERED THE MOST COMPETITIVE CONGRESSIONAL RACE IN COLORADO BOTH THE BOULDER.  AND DEMOCRAT DIANE MITCH BUSCH WERE FIGHTING IN THE FIRST WOMAN TO HOLD THE FEE OVER CAME OUT ON TOP JOHNSON.  IT HAS MORE CALLOUS RATE , THE ATTENTION OF THE WHITE HOUSE LORD GILBERT WAS A LOYAL FROM SUPPORTIVE FROM THE START.  GAINING ATTENTION FOR HER ARGUMENT THAT SHE COULD BE A BETTER ADVOCATE FOR HIM AND HIS SUPPORTERS IN CONGRESS AND REPRESENTING.  THAT PART OF COLORADO KEEPING ON INVITATION TO THE WHITE HOUSE THIS SUMMER WHEN PRESIDENT TRUMP ACCEPTED THE NOMINATION FOR THE GOP.  TICKET IN THIS ELECTION LATE LAST NIGHT WE SAW HER COME OUT AND EXCEPT THE WIN DECLARE VICTORY FOR COLORADO'S THIRD.  CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT SHE SPOKE OUTSIDE OF HER BUSINESS IN RIFLE THIS HE DOES REPRESENT THE WESTERN SLOPE AND WRAPS AROUND DOWN.  THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE STATE COMES UP TO INCLUDE PUEBLO JUST TWO YEARS AGO IT WAS HELD BY CONGRESSMAN SCOTT.  TIPTON BUT BOBERG BEAT HIM IN THE PRIMARY EARLIER THIS YEAR OVERNIGHT WE DID HEAR FROM THE DEMOCRAT IN THIS RACE.  DIANE MITCH BUSH SHE CONCEDED TO BARBARA SO PROUD AND HONORED TO ANNOUNCE THAT I WILL BE THE FIRST MOM REPRESENTING.  COLORADO'S THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT THERE IS SO MUCH IN THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS THAT WE NEED TO TACKLE AND I AM STILL.  HERE TO PROVE TO ALL OF MY OPPONENTS SUPPORTERS AND ANYONE LIVING IN THE STATE WE ARE GOING TO GET DONE.  IN THESE NEXT TWO YEARS AND I IN WHICH COURSE CONCEDING IN A STATEMENT SHE RELEASED EARLY THIS MORNING WE'VE YET.  TO HEAR FROM HER PUBLICLY IT'S ALSO WORTH NOTING THAT SHE WAS THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE IN TWENTY EIGHTEEN THAT YEAR THE.  MARGIN IN THIS RACE WAS CLOSER TO TEN POINTS THIS YEAR IT'S LOOKING LIKE IT'S GONNA BE CLOSER TO FIVE POINTS.  AND SO NOW WE KNOW THAT LAUREN BOGART IS THE WINTER THE FIRST MOM AND FIRST WOMAN TO WIN THAT RACE.  AND REPRESENT THAT PART OF COLORADO REPORTING IN DENVER 'S CONSCIOUSNESS CBSN DENVER IS A VERY VALID THING THIS MORNING TO.  PROPOSITION ONE FIFTEEN ABORTIONS AFTER TWENTY TWO WEEKS LEFT OF HIS LIFE WAS IN DANGER OF COLORADO LOADED AGAIN THINK YOU.  CAN SAY FIFTY NINE PERCENT NOW FORTY ONE PERCENT GAS STATUS IN COLORADO WILL CONTINUE TO BE ONE OF JUST ADDING.  FAITH WITHOUT THE STATION LIMITS ON ABORTION WITH HEALTHCARE SERVICES COLORADO VOTERS APPROVED PROP TWENTY THREE WHICH ESTABLISHES A PAIN FAMILY.  MEDICAL LEAVE INSURANCE PROGRAM FIFTY SEVEN PERCENT WERE IN FAVOR OF ADDING CURRENTLY , WORKERS DO NOT HAVE ANY GUARANTEE OF.  PAIN WE NOW THIS MEASURE WILL ALLOW EMPLOYEES TO TAKE UP TO TWELVE WEEKS OF PAIN THE THEIR JOBS BEGINNING JANUARY.  AND TWENTY TWENTY FOUR PROPOSITION ONE SIXTEEN BIT PAST THE TEAM THE STATE INCOME TAX RATE WILL DROP FROM FOUR.  SIXTY THREE PERCENT TO FOUR.  FIFTY FIVE PERCENT OF COLORADO VOTED TO IMPOSE A TAX ON NICOTINE LIQUID CIGARETTE AND OTHER BAKING PRODUCTS AND TAKE A.  LOOK AT THOSE NUMBERS SIXTY EIGHT PERCENT WERE IN FAVOR OF THIS PROPOSITION HE ALSO LOWERED THE TAX ON SO-CALLED MODIFIED.  WITH TOBACCO PRODUCT PERFECTED AT THIRTY FIVE PERCENT FOR THE NEXT SEVEN YEARS COULD HELP DEFINE PRESCHOOL IN COLORADO BUT THAT'S.  NOT A GUARANTEE BUT IT ALSO PASSED PROPOSITION ONE THIRTEEN WHICH SHE DOES HAVE A SAFE NINE ELECTORAL VOTES ARE CAST.  CARTER CAN NOW ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH OTHER STATES TO ELECT THE PRESIDENT BY POPULAR BOUT BY JOINING THE NATIONAL. 
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			 			[11:46:33 AM] [3:59]  EVERYONE WHO VOLUNTEERS WHO ENDORSE THIS CAMPAIGN PUT UP A SIGN TALK TO A FRIEND CHIPPED IN A FEW BUCKS MADE PHONE.  CALLS SENT TEXT CAST A VOTE AND THANK YOU TO THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO FOR YOUR CONFIDENCE AND TRUST I CAN'T.  WAIT TO BE YOUR CENTER TOGETHER I KNOW WE CAN CHANGE WASHINGTON THANK YOU SO MUCH LET'S GET TO WORK AND.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE WITH YOU THIS EVENING MY THANKS TO THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO FOR THE.  GREAT HONOR OF BEING ABLE SERVE YOU OVER THE LAST SIX YEARS TEN YEARS INCLUDING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR THEY CALLED INCREDIBLE.  SUPPORTERS ACROSS THE STATE OF COLORADO WHO FUSSED SO HARD FOR THIS EVENING TO THE CRITICAL STEP IN MY PERSONAL OFFICE.  AND INCREDIBLE TEAM OF THE CAMPAIGN THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR THE WORK THAT WE DID THE COURSE TO MY.  FAMILY TO JAMIE TO THATCHER TO CAITLIN I CAN'T THANK YOU ENOUGH INCREDIBLE SUPPORT WE HAVE DONE TOGETHER AND TO MY.  MOM AND DAD AND SISTER AND FAMILY HERE WITH US TONIGHT THANK YOU FOR YOUR INCREDIBLE SERVICE SIX YEARS AGO I.  SET OUT TO ACCOMPLISH THINGS FOR ALL FOUR QUARTERS OF THE STATE OF COLORADO AND TO MAKE SURE THAT WE HAD.  A CHANCE TO FIGHT FOR ECONOMY OR ENVIRONMENT FOR ENERGY FOR EDUCATION OVER THE LAST SIX YEARS I WAS ABLE TO.  BECOME THE THIRD MOST BIPARTISAN MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE TO PASS MORE LEGISLATION INTO LAW THAN THE ENTIRE COLORADO CONGRESSIONAL.  DELEGATION COMBINE WE FOUGHT HARD TO CREATE AN ECONOMY THAT WAS GROWING WAS TRADING JOBS WITH TAX CUTS AND REGULATORY REFORMS.  THAT LED TO WAGE GROWTH AND RECORD LOW UNEMPLOYMENT RATES INTEGRATE MORE CONCURRENT DUAL ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN ACROSS COLORADO'S HIGH.  SCHOOL TO PROVIDE MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINORITIES AND EDUCATION IN STEM FIELDS TO MAKE SURE THAT BECAME THE ENERGY THAT WE.  BOOSTED NOT ONLY OUR TRADITIONAL ENERGY PRODUCTION AND CREATED JOBS IN EVERY NOOK AND CRANNY OF OUR STATE BUT THAT WE.  HAD OPPORTUNITIES FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY AND WHAT IS WELL SAVING THE PRODUCTION TAX CREDIT WORKING HARD ON SOLAR TAX CREDITS TO.  SAVE THEM DURING THE TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN TAX CUTS TO MAKE SURE THAT WE INCREASED FUNDING FOR THE NATIONAL RENEWABLE ENERGY.  LABORATORY BY NEARLY FIFTY PERCENT OVER THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS WE MOVE THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT HEADQUARTERS TO COLORADO OPENED.  UP US SPACE COMMAND AND CALLED THE SPRINGS BEGAN TO FULFILL THE PROMISE THAT JOHN F. KENNEDY MADE THE TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION ON.  THE ARKANSAS VALLEY CONDUIT A PROMISE THAT HE MADE NEARLY FIFTY YEARS AGO WE BROKE GROUND ON JUST A MONTH AGO.  THOSE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO ARE REAL AND IN THE MIDST OF A GLOBAL PANDEMIC WE FOSTER THE RELIEF.  THE COLORADO DESPERATELY NEEDED MAKING SURE THAT WE HAVE THE TESTS AND EQUIPMENT THAT THIS STATE HAD TO HAVE IN ORDER.  TO GET THROUGH OUR PANDEMIC TOGETHER AND WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS PANDEMIC TOGETHER A MOMENT AGO I SPOKE TO SENATOR.  ELECT JOHN THE FIRST TO CONGRATULATE HIM ON HIS VICTORY TONIGHT TO WELCOME HIM TO THE UNITED STATES SENATE AND TO MAKE.  SURE THAT HE KNOWS I WILL SUPPORT HIM IN THIS TRANSITION ANYWAY THAT I CAN TO MAKE SURE THAT IT'S AS.  SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE AND WE WILL ASSIST HIM WITH ANY QUESTIONS THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE AS HE NAVIGATES THIS NEW ROLE.  AND PLEASE UNDERSTAND IT TO ALL THE PEOPLE WHO SUPPORTED OUR EFFORTS TONIGHT THAT HIS SUCCESS IS COLORADO'S SUCCESS IN OUR.  NATION AND OUR STATE NEED HIM TO SUCCEED WE NEED TO BE UNITED TOGETHER SO AGAIN THANKS TO THE TIRELESS VOLUNTEERS.  WHO CAME TOGETHER FROM ALL FOUR CORNERS OF OUR STATE WAS DURING THE BEGINNING DAYS OF THE PANDEMIC WHEN I RECEIVED.  A LETTER FROM SOMEONE THAT I REALLY WASN'T SURE WHO IT WAS I OPENED UP INSIDE THIS LETTER WAS A PAIR.  OF PLIERS AND THAT WAS A UNIQUE THING TO INCLUDE SO I OF COURSE READ THE LETTER AND IT WAS FROM.  A SOLDIER WHO HAD VISITED WALTER REED HOSPITAL JUST SO HAPPENED THAT THE SOLDIER WAS FROM MY HOMETOWN OF YUMA COLORADO.  I DIDN'T THINK I KNEW HIM IN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FIRST TOLD ME THAT HE HAD BEEN WOUNDED IN AFGHANISTAN.  AND HAD LOST HIS RIGHT ARM BUT THE SECOND I WALKED IN THAT ROOM AT THE HOSPITAL I KNEW EXACTLY WHO. 
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			 			[11:52:28 AM] [0:38]  TO GET IT DONE AS RONALD REAGAN ONCE SAID THE TRAIL WAS LONG BUT THE COMPANY WAS ALWAYS THE BEST TO THE.  PEOPLE OF COLORADO THANK YOU FOR THIS GREAT HONOR TO SERVE YOU THIS NATION 'S BETTER DAYS ARE AHEAD OF US.  AND LET NONE OF US FORGET THAT GOD BLESS THE GREAT STATE OF COLORADO IN THESE GREAT UNITED STATES THERE'S SO MUCH.  I LOVE IT FRIENDS HAVE BEEN NEW FACE IN EVERYDAY WERE SOME GREAT WORDS BUT JUST TO MEET YOU IN YOUR.  HEART FOR SUPPORT SUSTAINED DOING TODAY AND RESUME. 
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			 			[11:53:51 AM] [1:26]  BREAKING NEWS IN THE RIGHT NOW ANYWAY AND ALWAYS LIVE ON CBS DENVER. COM THE CPS DENVER APP AND FOR ALL.  YOUR FAVORITE DEVICES FREE CBSN DENVER ALWAYS COVERING COLORADO FIRST BS FOR THIS MORNING WITH MORE WHAT YOU NEED TO WAKE.  UP THIS MORNING AND ONE MORNING WE BUILD IT JUST LIKE YOU AND WILL BE STARTING AT FOUR THIRTY YES FOR.  THIS MORNING CBS FOR PRESENTS FUTURE LEADERS SALUTING COLORADO'S TOP HIGH SCHOOL STEM STUDENTS EVERY MONTH ONE UNIT WILL RECEIVE ONE.  THOUSAND DOLLARS AND BE FEATURED ON PBS BORN IN SPONSORED BY PVC ENERGY THAT WILL WEATHER UPDATE FROM CBSN DENVER IS.  THERE A METEOROLOGISTS ASTRONAUT TERRY WE KNEW THAT TUESDAY WOULD BE ONE OF THE WARMEST ELECTION DAYS ON RECORD WE WEREN'T. 
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			 			[9:15:43 AM] [1:32]  TIME TO PUT THE POISONOUS POLITICS OF THIS ERA BEHIND US COME TOGETHER TO AFFORD MORE COLORADANS HAVE VOTED IN THIS.  ELECTION THAN ANY ELECTION IN OUR STATE HISTORY AS IT LOOKS NOW COLORADO IS GOING TO HAVE THE HIGHEST VOTER TURNOUT.  OF ANY STATE IN ANY ELECTION IN OUR NATIONS HISTORY CLEARLY PEOPLE ARE SAYING IT'S TIME TO TURN THE PAGE IS.  TIME FOR A DIFFERENT APPROACH IT'S TIME TO START SOLVING PROBLEMS AND IN HELPING PEOPLE AND THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT I INTEND.  TO DO I WANT TO KNOW THAT I AM HONORED BY THE TRUST YOU PLACED IN ME AND I'M DEEPLY COMMITTED.  TO THE JOB AHEAD WE'VE GOT TO GET WASHINGTON WORKING FOR EVERYONE REGARDLESS OF WHICH PARTY ENDS UP CONTROLLING THE SENATE.  I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I WILL WORK WITH ANYONE AND EVERYONE TO HELP COLORADANS WE'VE HAD ENOUGH OF LEADERS.  IN WASHINGTON FIFTY WAS THEIR JOB TO ONLY REPRESENT BLUE AMERICA OR RED AMERICA RED COLORADO BLUE COLORADO I VOICE BLEED.  IS MY JOB TO REPRESENT ALL COLORADO THAT'S WHAT IT'S GOING TO TAKE TO BEAT THIS PANDEMIC TO MAKE SURE PEOPLE.  HAVE DECENT JOBS AND MAIN STREET BUSINESSES CAN GROW AGAIN TO GET QUALITY AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE FOR EVERYONE TO WORK TOWARD RACIAL.  AND SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ADDRESS THE PERVASIVE INEQUITIES THAT OUR NATION HAS TOLERATED FOR TOO LONG AND TO PROTECT OUR PRODUCT. 
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			 			[9:18:28 AM] [4:01]  A SIGN POP TO A FRIEND CHIPPED IN A FEW BUCKS MADE PHONE CALLS SENT TEXT CAST A VOTE AND THANK YOU.  TO THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO FOR YOUR CONFIDENCE AND TRUST I CAN'T WAIT TO BE YOUR SENATOR TOGETHER I KNOW WE.  CAN CHANGE WASHINGTON THANK YOU SO MUCH LET'S GET TO WORK AND THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE WITH.  YOU THIS EVENING MY THANKS TO THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO FOR THE GREAT HONOR OF BEING ABLE SERVE YOU OVER THE.  LAST SIX YEARS TEN YEARS INCLUDING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR THINK ALL THE INCREDIBLE SUPPORTERS ACROSS THE STATE OF COLORADO WHO FOUGHT.  SO HARD FOR THIS EVENING TO THE CRIMINAL STAFF IN MY PERSONAL OFFICE AN INCREDIBLE TEAM OF THE CAMPAIGN THANKS TO.  ALL OF YOU FOR THE WORK THAT WE DIDN'T COURSE TO MY FAMILY TO JAMIE TO THATCHER TO CAITLIN I CAN.  THANK YOU ENOUGH THE WE HAVE DONE TOGETHER AND TO MY MOM AND DAD AND SISTER AND FAMILY HERE WITH US.  TONIGHT THANK YOU FOR YOUR INCREDIBLE SERVICE SIX YEARS AGO I SET OUT TO ACCOMPLISH THINGS FOR ALL FOUR CORNERS OF.  THE STATE OF COLORADO AND TO MAKE SURE THAT WE HAD A CHANCE TO FIGHT FOR ECONOMY OR ENVIRONMENT FOR ENERGY.  FOR EDUCATION OVER THE LAST SIX YEARS I WAS ABLE TO BECOME THE THIRD MOST BIPARTISAN MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE.  TO PASS MORE LEGISLATION INTO LAW THAN THE ENTIRE COLORADO CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION COMBINED WE FOUGHT HARD TO CREATE AN ECONOMY THAT.  WAS DRAWING HIS TRADING JOBS WITH TAX CUTS AND REGULATORY REFORMS THAT LED TO WAGE GROWTH AND RECORD LOW UNEMPLOYMENT RATES.  INTEGRATE MORE CONCURRENT DUAL ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN ACROSS COLORADO'S HIGH SCHOOL TO PROVIDE MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINORITIES AND EDUCATION IN.  STEM FIELDS TO MAKE SURE THAT BECAME THE ENERGY THAT WE BOOSTED NOT ONLY HER TRADITIONAL ENERGY PRODUCTION AND CRATED JOBS.  IN EVERY NOOK AND CRANNY OF OUR STATE BUT THAT WE HAD OPPORTUNITIES FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY AND WAS WELL SAVING THE.  PRODUCTION TAX CREDIT WORKING HARD ON SOLAR TAX CREDITS TO SAVE THEM DURING THE TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN TAX CUTS TO MAKE.  SURE THAT WE INCREASED FUNDING FOR THE NATIONAL RENEWABLE ENERGY LABORATORY BY NEARLY FIFTY PERCENT OVER THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS WE.  MOVE THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT HEADQUARTERS TO COLORADO OPENED UP US SPACE COMMAND IN COLORADO SPRINGS BEGAN TO FULFILL THE PROMISE.  THAT JOHN F. KENNEDY MADE THE TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION ON THE ARKANSAS VALLEY CONDUIT A PROMISE THAT HE MADE NEARLY FIFTY YEARS AGO.  WE BROKE GROUND ON JUST A MONTH AGO THOSE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO ARE REAL AND IN THE MIDST.  OF A GLOBAL PANDEMIC WE FOUGHT FOR THE RELIEF THAT COLORADO DESPERATELY NEEDED MAKING SURE THAT WE HAVE THE TESTS AND.  EQUIPMENT THAT THE STATE HAD TO HAVE IN ORDER TO GET THROUGH OUR PANDEMIC TOGETHER AND WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS.  PANDEMIC TOGETHER A MOMENT AGO I SPOKE TO SENATOR ELECT JOHNNY TO CONGRATULATE HIM ON HIS VICTORY TONIGHT TO WELCOME HIM.  TO THE UNITED STATES SENATE AND TO MAKE SURE THAT HE KNOWS I WILL SUPPORT HIM IN THIS TRANSITION ANYWAY THAT I.  CAN TO MAKE SURE THAT IT'S AS SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE AND WE WILL ASSIST HIM WITH ANY QUESTIONS THAT YOU MIGHT.  HAVE AS HE NAVIGATES THIS NEW ROLE AND PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT TO ALL THE PEOPLE WHO SUPPORTED OUR EFFORTS TONIGHT THAT.  HIS SUCCESS IS COLORADO'S SUCCESS IN OUR NATION AND OUR STATE NEED HIM TO SUCCEED WE NEED TO BE UNITED TOGETHER.  SO AGAIN THANKS TO THE TIRELESS VOLUNTEERS WHO CAME TOGETHER FROM ALL FOUR CORNERS OF OUR STATE WAS DURING THE BEGINNING.  DAYS OF THE PANDEMIC WHEN I RECEIVED A LETTER FROM SOMEONE THAT I REALLY WASN'T SURE WHO IT WAS I OPENED.  UP INSIDE THIS LETTER WAS A PAIR OF PLIERS AND THAT WAS A UNIQUE THING TO INCLUDE SO I OF COURSE.  READ THE LETTER AND IT WAS FROM A SOLDIER WHO HAD VISITED WALTER REED HOSPITAL JUST SO HAPPENED THAT THE SOLDIER.  WAS FROM MY HOMETOWN OF YUMA COLORADO I DIDN'T THINK I KNEW HIM WITH A DEPARTMENT DEFENSE FIRST TOLD ME THAT.  HE HAD BEEN WOUNDED IN AFGHANISTAN AND HAD LOST HIS RIGHT ARM BUT THE SECOND I WALKED IN THAT ROOM AT.  THE HOSPITAL I KNEW EXACTLY WHO HE WAS IN USE FAMILY WAS AND IT WAS PARENTS WERE IN HIS GRANDPARENTS AND. 
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			 			[9:24:17 AM] [2:20]  ON ALL OF US TO GET IT DONE AS RONALD REAGAN ONCE SAID THE TRAIL WAS LONG BUT THE COMPANY WAS ALWAYS.  THE BEST TO THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO THANK YOU FOR THIS GREAT HONOR TO SERVE YOU THIS NATION 'S BETTER DAYS.  ARE AHEAD OF US AND LET NONE OF US FORGET TO BLESS THE GREAT STATE OF COLORADO IN THESE GREAT UNITED STATES.  FILED WORSE AND WORSE THEY ALREADY ARE CONTAINED OVER SIX HUNDRED ONE FIRE I DON'T HAVE TO WORRY THAT OUR CPS IN.  DENVER BECAUSE RIGHT NOW MATTERS FOLLOWING BREAKING NEWS MAKERS UNEDITED AS IT HAPPENS SAFETY GUIDELINES BREAKING NEWS IN THE RIGHT NOW.  ANYWAY.  ALWAYS LIVE ON CBS DENVER. COM THE CVS DENVER APP AND ALL YOUR FAVORITE DEVICES THREE CDS ENDEAVOR ALWAYS COVERING COLORADO.  FIRST FIRE ONLY AT SOCIALLY GET THE SAME TIME ALL GO FOR SATURDAY THEY GOT THEM ON THE FOOTBALL BLITZ THAT.  THE PREVIEW PRESENTED BY DANIEL FORD AND CHECK OUT WRAPPINGS FOR REPORT THEN REGAINED IT FOR NOW Ï¿½.  I RECOMMEND THAT ONLY THE LETTER AND EXFINITY MONDAY LIVE RABBIT OF THE WEEK I WOULD CBS FOR OUR COVERAGE OF.  THE WHOLE THING NEVER MISSED SUPPORT LOCAL SHOPS PIZZA PLACE THE USUAL SPOT FOR COFFEE NEXT DOOR FAMILIAR FACES THEY KEEP.  OUR COMMUNITIES CONNECTED BY LOCAL THEY NEED US AND WE THEN CVS FOR COLORADO'S NEWS CHANNEL WE HAVE THE EXPERIENCE TO.  BRING YOU TO UNCOVER THE STORY WITH ACCURATE REPORTING MUST DEAL WITH THE FINANCIAL DOWNTURN EXPERIENCED IN OUR WEATHER UPDATE FROM.  CBSN DENVER AND THEIR METEOROLOGIST ASTRONAUT TERRY WE KNEW THAT TUESDAY WOULD BE ONE OF THE WARMEST ELECTION DAYS ON RECORD. 
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			 			[5:23:18 AM] [0:27]  I REALLY APPRECIATE THE VOTERS OF THE DISTRICT PUTTING THIS MUCH TRUST IN ME.  I'M GOING TO BACK TO WASHINGTON AND WORK REAL HARD OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS TO REPRESENT EVERYONE IN THE DISTRICT, TO MAKE SURE OUR MILITARY IT FULLY FUNDED AND SPACE COMMAND IS HEADQUARTERED IN COLORADO SPRINGS.  PRAISING HIS WORK DURING HIS TIME IN THE SENATE SAYING HE WILL BE MISSED. 
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			 			[4:53:01 AM] [0:12]  SPACE COMMAND IS HEADQUARTERED HERE IN COLORADO SPRINGS.  ALSO PRAISING FOR HIS TEAM IN THE SENATE SAYING HE WILL BE MISSED. 
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			 			[5:48:51 AM] [2:47]  WELCOME BACK, FORMER COLORADO GOVERNOR JOHN HICKENLOOPER FLIPPED ONE U-S SENATE SEAT BLUE, BEATING THE INCUMBENT REPUBLICAN SENATOR CORY GARDNER.  AND THERE ARE SOME OTHER BIG SENATE RACES AROUND THE COUNTRY WE'RE WATCHING, FIRST IN KENTUCKY, AND REPUBLICAN SENATOR MITCH MCCONNELL KEEPS HIS SEAT.  HE'S BEEN IN OFFICE SINCE 19-85.  MCCONNELL IS CURRENTLY THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, BUT WE DON'T KNOW IF THE SENATE WILL STAY RED OR FLIP TO A DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY.  AND IN MAINE IT'S STILL TO EARLY TO CALL THE SENATE RACE BETWEEN INCUMBENT REPUBLICAN SUSAN COLLINS, AND HER DEMOCRATC CHALLENGER "SARA GIDEON.  COLLINS IS A FOUR-TERM SENATOR, BUT DID NOT ENDORSE PRESIDENT TRUMP, SARA GIDEON IS THE CURRENT SPEAKER OF THE MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENATIVES, OVERNIGHT ONLY TWO-THIRDS OF THE VOTE TOTAL IN MAINE HAD BEEN REPORTED FOR THIS SENATE RACE.  NOW TO THE SWING STATE OF ARIZONA, AND DEMOCRAT MARK KELLY HAS BEEN ELECTED TO THE SENATE, DEFEATING THE INCUMBENT REPUBLICAN MARTHA MCSALLY, KELLY HAS NEVER BEEN IN PUBLIC OFFICE, BUT HAS HAD A LONG MILITARY CAREER WITH THE NAVY AND NASA, KELLY'S WIFE IS THE FORMER ARIZONA REPRESENTATIVE GABBY GIFFORDS. WHO SURVIVED AN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT IN 2011.  HERE'S WHERE THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE STANDS, AD-LIB NUMBERS AS FAR AS WHO COLORADO HAS CHOSEN IN THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE, THAT ONE IS EASIER TO PROJECT.  JOE BIDEN IS AHEAD BY A PRETTY COMFORTABLE MARGIN HERE IN THE CENTENNIAL STATE.  IN THE PAST THREE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS COLORADO ALSO TILTED BLUE FOR OBAMA AND CLINTON.  IN THE OTHER U-S HOUSE RACE, REPUBLICAN DOUG LAMBORN KEEPS HIS SEAT, AND DEFEATS DEMOCRATIC CHALLENGER "JILL FREELAND", THIS WILL BE LAMBORN'S 8TH TERM IN CONGRESS, CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT.  IT'S A REAL HONOR, IN FACT IT'S THE BIGGEST HONOR OF MY LIFE TO REPRESENT THE GOOD PEOPLE HERE.  LAMBORN'S WORK IN PROCURING MILITARY FUNDING FOR OUR LOCAL INSTALLATIONS - HAS MADE HIM ONE OF THE MOST RESILIENT REPUBLICANS IN THE STATE.  HE SERVES AS THE RANKING MEMBER OF THE READINESS SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, AND IS DEEP INTO AN EFFORT TO MAKE COLORADO SPRINGS THE PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS OF U-S SPACE COMMAND.  NOW TO AMENDMENT 'B', WHICH WOULD REPEAL THE GALLAGHER AMENDMENT.  GALLAGHER KEEPS PROPERTY TAXES IN CHECK BY BASING THEM ON THE STATE'S ANNUAL REVENUE. 
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			 			[4:28:13 AM] [0:13]  LAUREN BOEBERT: "I AM SO EXCITED FOR THE TURNOUTS WE ARE ALREADY SEEING HERE IN COLORADO AND I AM EXPECTING A HUGE VICTORY, THE SILENT MAJORITY CAN BE SILENT NO MORE.  WE LOSE BY DEFAULT WHEN WE STAY AT HOME.  BUT JUST BEFORE MIDNIGHT, HER CAMPAIGN CLAIMED VICTORY. 
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			 			[4:29:53 AM] [1:34]  LAMBORN'S WORK IN SECURING MILITARY FUNDING FOR OUR LOCAL INSTALLATIONS HAS MADE HIM ONE OF THE MOST RESILIENT REPUBLICANS IN THE STATE.  HE SERVES AS THE RANKING MEMBER OF THE READINESS SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, AND IS DEEP INTO AN EFFORT TO MAKE COLORADO SPRINGS -THE PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS OF U-S SPACE COMMAND.  LOOKING NOW TO THE VARIOUS PROPOSITIONS AND AMENDMENTS THAT YOU VOTED ON THIS YEAR.  AND PROPOSITION 113 WON'T HAVE AN IMPACT ON THIS YEAR'S PRESIDENTIAL RACE, BUT IT COULD HOLD A BIG IMPACT ON FUTURE GENERAL ELECTIONS.  A YES VOTE FOR PROP 113 WOULD MEAN THAT ALL NINE OF COLORADO'S ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES WOULD GO TO ALTH CE ANPRDIESDAIDTEEN WHO WINS THE NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE.  AND THE NUMBERS SHOW AD-LIB RESULTS THAT BRINGS US TO PROPOSITION 115: A BID TO BAN MOST LATE-TERM ABORTIONS IN THE STATE OF COLORADO.  THE ONLY EXCEPTION BEING A PREGNANCY THAT COULD KILL THE MOTHER.  ABORTIONS BANS HAVE FACED A TOUGH ROAD IN COLORADO.  AND IT'S NO DIFFERENT THIS TIME AROUND.  AD-LIB NUMBERS SO IT LOOKS LIKE NO CHANGE TO COLORADO ABORTION LAWS.  THEY CAN STILL HAPPEN AT ANY POINT IN A PREGNANCY.  PROPOSITION 118 ASKED VOTERS TO CREATE A PAID FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE PROGRAM. 
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			 			[4:53:23 AM] [1:32]  EXTENDED: BEAUTIFUL THE REMAINDER OF THE WEEK WITH UNSEASONABLE WARM TEMPS IN THE 70'S.  PATTERN CHANGE RETURNS BY THE WEEKEND WITH SATURDAY YIELDING INCREASED WIND AND HIGHS SLIGHTLY COOLER THEN COLD AIR ARRIVES ON SUNDAY WITH THE 0'HIS GHANS D SLIGHT CHANCE FOR RAIN/SNOW SHOWERS FOR SOME AREAS.  HERE'S A LIVE LOOK AT, THE RACE IN COLORADO'S DISTRICT 3 HAS BEEN CALLED HERE'S A LIVE LOOK AT, THE RACE IN COLORADO'S DISTRICT 3 HAS BEEN CALLED IN FAVOR OF LAUREN BOEBERT.  THE REPUBLICAN CLAIMED VICTORY OVER DIANE MITSCH BUSH LATE LAST NIGHT.  K-RDO NEWSCHANNEL 13'S MIA VILLANUEVA JOINS US NOW LIVE WITH MORE ON THE WIN FOR BOEBERT -PREVIOULSY, A POLITICAL OUTSIDER. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			[4:56:13 AM] [0:35]  BUT SHE DEFEATED LONG-TIME REPUBLICAN CONGRESSMAN SCOTT TIPTON BACK IN THE PRIMARIES, AND TOOK AN EARLY LEAD AGAINST MITSCH BUSH LAST NIGHT.  30 MINUTES BEFORE THE POLLS CLOSED AT 7 LAST NIGHT, BOEBERT CAME OUT OF THE WATCH PARTY TO SPEAK TO THE MEDIA AND GET A MESSAGE OUT TO ANY LAST-MINUTE VOTERS.  LAUREN BOEBERT: "I AM SO EXCITED FOR THE TURNOUTS WE ARE ALREADY SEEING HERE IN COLORADO AND I AM EXPECTING A HUGE VICTORY, THE SILENT MAJORITY CAN BE SILENT NO MORE.  WE LOSE BY DEFAULT WHEN WE STAY AT HOME.  FORTUNATELY FOR BOEBERT -THAT STATEMENT AGED WELL. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 			[4:57:35 AM] [0:23]  HE SERVES AS THE RANKING MEMBER OF THE READINESS SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, AND IS DEEP INTO AN EFFORT TO MAKE COLORADO SPRINGS -THE PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS OF U-S SPACE COMMAND.  TURNING TO YOUR BALLOT ISSUES NOW, PROPOSITION 1-15 STUCK OUT AS ONE OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL BALLOT MEASURES, WITH LATE TERM ABORTION IN QUESTION.  THIS MORNING COLORADO VOTERS HAVE SPOKEN, HANNA KNUTSON HAS YOUR BREAKDOWN, COLORADANS VOTED AGAINST PROP 1-15, 
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			 Fox31 Denver News at 9pm			Nov 9 2020 09:00PM MT 


			 


			 			[9:26:24 PM] [0:28]  I 7WSPACE A COMPANY FOCUSED ON MOON BASED SPACE INFRASTRUCTURES BRINGING IT TO US HEADQUARTERS TO DENVER.  THIS IS ACCORDING TO A RELEASE FROM GOVERNOR POLIS I SPACE JOINS ADAM COUNT.  ADAMS COUNTIES SPACEPORT IN COLORADO SPRINGS, SPACE COMMAND TO REINFORCE THE PATS, A SPACE EXPLORATION BASED IN COLORADO ALONG WITH GOOD PAYING JOBS.  I SPACE HAS ALREADY BEGUN ITS HIRING PROCESS.  I SPACE IS NOT ALONE IN COLORADO OR STATE EARNS THE LARGEST NUMBER OF NASA AND U.S.  GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS OUTSIDE OF D 0Í>O7C. 
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			 2 News at 7pm			Nov 9 2020 07:30PM MT 


			 


			 			[7:38:06 PM] [0:32]  I SPACE A COMPANY FOCUSED ON MOONBASE TO SPACE INFRASTRUCTURE IS BRINGING ITS US HEADQUARTERS TO DENVER.  THIS IS ACCORDING TO A RELEASE FROM GOVERNOR POLIS TODAY.  I SPACE JOINS ADAM SPACEPORT AND COLORADO SPRINGS, THE SPACE COMMAND TO REINFORCE THE PATH TO SPACE EXPLORATION BASE IN COLORADO ALONG WITH GOOD PAYING JOBS.  I SPACE IS ALREADY BEGUN IS HIRING PROCESS BY THE WAY COLORADO EARNS THE LARGEST NUMBER OF NASA AND U.S.  GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS OUTSIDE OF WASHINGTON D C. 
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			 Ispace to open first U.S. office in Denver			Nov 9 2020 08:56PM MT 


			 


			 			Ispace to open first U.S. office in Denver  Ispace's lunar rover, the smallest and lightest planetary rover in the world.  The Japanese space industry company ispace has chosen COLORADO as the location for its first U.S. HEADQUARTERS, it announced Monday. The HEADQUARTERS, to be LOCATED in the Denver metro area, will house ispace's sales and marketing, executive management and research and development operations. The company is considering further expansion for manufacturing. "COLORADO'S dynamic aerospace ecosystem and abundance of talent strongly align with our aggressive hiring plan," said ispace CEO Kyle Acierno. "We were also impressed by COLORADO'S inclusive, collaborative environment and its leadership in the space industry. COLORADO will join ispace's operations in Luxembourg and Japan, developing robotic spacecraft technologies. With the addition of the U.S., ispace now has a physical presence in all three of the countries that originally signed the Artemis Accords, an international agreement for cooperative civil space exploration. "Ispace is a natural fit with COLORADO'S robust aerospace sector," said Betsy Markey, executive director of the COLORADO Office of Economic Development and International Trade. Markey said that, outside of Washington, D.C. COLORADO has the largest number of contracts with NASA and the U.S. government. "COLORADO is a proven leader in the aerospace sector and one of the best places to live and to start or run a business," said Gov. Jared Polis. "Ispace joins Adams County's Spaceport and COLORADO Springs' SPACE COMMAND to further reinforce that the path to space exploration and the good paying jobs that come with it goes through COLORADO. Ispace said COLORADO'S density of aerospace industry, skilled workforce and job growth incentives were key considerations in its HEADQUARTERS decision, in. addition to low market costs and strong government and economic partnerships. Ispace has begun its hiring process for its COLORADO operations, announcing the hiring of U.S. Lander Program Director Kursten O'Neill, previously with SpaceX.
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			 FOX 31 News at Nine Oclock			Nov 9 2020 09:30PM MT 


			 


			 			[9:56:23 PM] [0:31]  I PACE A COMPANY FOCUSED ON SPACE INFRASTRUCIT TO HEADQUARTERS T THIS TO A RELEASE FROM GOVERNOR SPACE JOINS ADAM ADAMS SPRINGS, SPACE COMMAND TO EXPLORATION BASED IN COLORADO GB SPACE HAS ALREADY BEGUN HIRING ALONE IN COLORADO E EARNS THE LARGESTF NASA AND U.S.  GOVERNMENT CIDE OF D C. 
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			 Arizona lawmakers vie for Space Command HQ along with Aurora, Colorado Springs			Nov 15 2020 01:22PM MT 


			 


			 			Arizona lawmakers vie for SPACE COMMAND HQ along with Aurora, COLORADO Springs  PHOENIX | Members of Arizona's congressional delegation are advocating for the state to be selected as the location of the permanent HEADQUARTERS of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND.  The offices of Republican U.S. Rep. Debbie Lesko and Democratic Sen. Kyrsten Sinema said the lawmakers on Friday sent a letter to Air Force Secretary Barbara Barrett advocating for the selection of an Arizona site and requesting a meeting to discuss Arizona's qualifications. The other delegation members who also signed the letter were Republican Reps. Andy Biggs, Paul Gosar and David Schweikert and Democratic Reps. Ruben Gallego, Ann Kirkpatrick, Tom O'Halleran and Greg Stanton. PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs, COLORADO, has been designated the command's initial quarters. Aurora's Buckley Air Force Base is also vying for the designation. The lawmakers' letter said many Arizona cities meet the specified qualifications and that Arizona would be "the perfect location" for the command's HEADQUARTERS because of its many aerospace and defense contractors, good climate and existing military installations. Those installations include Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, Luke Air Force Base in metro Phoenix, Marine Corps Air Station Yuma and the Army's Fort Huachuca in Sierra Vista. President Donald Trump formally launched SPACE COMMAND in December. The goal is to improve the organization of U.S. military space operations and accelerate technical developments. The new command will draw elements from across the military services. It will have the same status as other HEADQUARTERS such as U.S. Cyber Command, Special Operations Command and Strategic Command. There is also a SPACE COMMAND within the Air Force. It also is based in Peterson. Ohio and Kansas are among other states seeking the U.S. SPACE COMMAND'S new quarters.
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			 Aurora doesn't make the cut for final Space Command location			Nov 19 2020 11:50PM MT 


			 


			 			Aurora doesn't make the cut for final SPACE COMMAND location  AURORA | Aurora's Buckley Air Force Base is officially out of the running to become the permanent home for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND  and about 1,400 people - but COLORADO Springs still has a chance.  COLORADO Sen. Michael Bennet announced Thursday that COLORADO Springs - which was already picked as the temporary HEADQUARTERS of the new military command- is a finalist alongside other Air Force bases in five states. The SPACE COMMAND will be based on COLORADO Springs' PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE for the next six years as the new military branch is built up. A final decision is expected in January. The joint military branch was revamped in 2019 to "deliver space combat power" for U.S. forces while conducting operations "in, from and to space." In a statement, Bennet congratulated COLORADO Springs. "I also offer my gratitude and congratulations to all those across COLORADO, especially the Aurora community, who have worked tirelessly for the last year to reinforce COLORADO'S identity as the epicenter of the nation's national security space mission," he said. For months, Aurora officials had been gunning to establish the SPACE COMMAND at Buckley because of purported economic benefits. Aurora Congressman Jason Crow and city Councilmember Dave Gruber both said the city will still benefit if COLORADO Springs can land the permanent HEADQUARTERS. "Aurora developed a strong proposal explaining why the Air Force should choose Buckley AFB, but we were unsuccessful," Gruber said in a statement. "With the highest per capita number of space professionals in the nation, all of COLORADO will benefit if COLORADO Springs is selected." Bringing the SPACE COMMAND to COLORADO is one wing of an economic development plan focused on building up an "aerospace alley" across Front Range cities. The state's aerospace industry is the second-largest in the U.S., according to the COLORADO Office of Economic Development and International Trade. More than 27,000 employees in 1,000 companies, including defense contractors Lockheed Martin and Raytheon, contributed $6.8 billion to the state's economy in 2019, or 1.7% of the state's gross domestic product that year. In Aurora, aerospace firms Reaction Engines and PD Aerospace are crafting rocket engines and "spaceplane" technology. Local leaders have often joked that, when blasting into the atmosphere from COLORADO'S high-altitude plains, "the first mile is free." The role of the new SPACE COMMAND is to conduct operations such as enabling satellite-based navigation and communications for troops and commanders in the field and providing warning of missile. launches abroad, according to the Associated Press. The renewed focus on space as a military domain reflected concern about the vulnerability of U.S. satellites, both military and commercial, that are critical to U.S. interests and are potentially susceptible to disruption by Chinese and Russian anti-satellite weapons.
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			 Colorado a finalist for U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 11:31PM MT 


			 


			 			COLORADO a finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  Click to share on Facebook (Opens in new window) Click to share on Twitter (Opens in new window) By Brian Porter | bporter@fortmorgantimes.com | The Fort Morgan Times PUBLISHED: November 19, 2020 at 4:28 p.m. | UPDATED: November 19, 2020 at 4:28 p.m. U.S. Sens. Michael Bennet, D-Denver, and Cory Gardner, R-Yuma, have announced PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs as a finalist to become the permanent home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. The SPACE COMMAND is provisionally HEADQUARTERED in COLORADO Springs for six years until the Air Force establishes a permanent base. Other finalists include Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, N.M.Patrick AFB in Brevard County, Fla.Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Neb.Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Ala.and Joint Base San Antonio in San Antonio, Texas. Bennet noted the work of many toward locating the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS in COLORADO, terming the state the epicenter of the nation's national security space mission. "With our infrastructure, innovation, workforce and commitment to the space mission, there is no better permanent home for U.S. SPACE COMMAND than COLORADO, he wrote in a statement. "I look forward to the final selection in the near future." Gardner added: "COLORADO'S leadership in space is unmatched - with our existing military space infrastructure, COLORADO is the perfect place for the permanent home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND. COLORADO is well prepared to make its final pitch during the upcoming site visits." President Donald Trump officially announced the creation of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND in August 2019, and both Aurora and COLORADO Springs vied for the opportunity to have it HEADQUARTERED in COLORADO. Bennet and Gardner led the COLORADO Congressional Delegation and joined Gov. Jared Polis in seeking to locate U.S. SPACE COMMAND in COLORADO through a letter in March 2019. "By reestablishing SPACE COMMAND in COLORADO  as it was from 1985 to 2002 - the department will capitalize on COLORADO'S existing military and intelligence missions and infrastructure to swiftly and comprehensively ensure space superiority over actors like Russia and China," the delegation wrote in the letter. The COLORADO Congressional Delegation signing the letter also included U.S. Reps. Ken Buck, Jason Crow, Diana DeGette, Doug Lamborn, Joe Neguse, Ed Perlmutter and Scott Tipton.
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			 Space Force: Colorado Springs Among Finalists For Permanent Headquarters			Nov 19 2020 09:08PM MT 


			 


			 			Space Force: COLORADO Springs Among Finalists For Permanent HEADQUARTERS  DENVER (CBS4)  COLORADO Springs is among the finalists to be the permanent location of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, officials announced Thursday. SPACE COMMAND is provisionally HEADQUARTERED at PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE (AFB) in COLORADO Springs for the next six years until the U.S. Air Force establishes a permanent base.  Author: Anica Padilla
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			 Colorado a finalist for U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 11:29PM MT 


			 


			 			COLORADO a finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  U.S. Sens. Michael Bennet, D-Denver, and Cory Gardner, R-Yuma, have announced PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs as a finalist to become the permanent home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  The SPACE COMMAND is provisionally HEADQUARTERED in COLORADO Springs for six years until the Air Force establishes a permanent base. Other finalists include Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, N.M.Patrick AFB in Brevard County, Fla.Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Neb.Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Ala.and Joint Base San Antonio in San Antonio, Texas. Bennet noted the work of many toward locating the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS in COLORADO, terming the state the epicenter of the nation's national security space mission. "With our infrastructure, innovation, workforce and commitment to the space mission, there is no better permanent home for U.S. SPACE COMMAND than COLORADO, he wrote in a statement. "I look forward to the final selection in the near future." Gardner added: "COLORADO'S leadership in space is unmatched - with our existing military space infrastructure, COLORADO is the perfect place for the permanent home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND. COLORADO is well prepared to make its final pitch during the upcoming site visits." President Donald Trump officially announced the creation of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND in August 2019, and both Aurora and COLORADO Springs vied for the opportunity to have it HEADQUARTERED in COLORADO. Bennet and Gardner led the COLORADO Congressional Delegation and joined Gov. Jared Polis in seeking to locate U.S. SPACE COMMAND in COLORADO through a letter in March 2019. "By reestablishing SPACE COMMAND in COLORADO  as it was from 1985 to 2002 - the department will capitalize on COLORADO'S existing military and intelligence missions and infrastructure to swiftly and comprehensively ensure space superiority over actors like Russia and China," the delegation wrote in the letter. The COLORADO Congressional Delegation signing the letter also included U.S. Reps. Ken Buck, Jason Crow, Diana DeGette, Doug Lamborn, Joe Neguse, Ed Perlmutter and Scott Tipton. Gardner serves on the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, a key committee with oversight of U.S. space and aerospace policies. 
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			 CBS4 News at 6:30pm			Nov 19 2020 06:30PM MT 


			 


			 			[6:35:19 PM] [0:10]  THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT NAMED PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE AS A FINALIST FOR U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  RIGHT NOW, IT IS THE TEMPORARY HOME, BUT SENATOR MICHAEL BENNET SAYS COLORADO IS THE BEST PLACE FOR A PERMANENT HOME. 
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			 Colorado a finalist for U.S. Space Command Headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:19PM MT 


			 


			 			COLORADO a finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  F-16 jets at PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE on June 2, 2016 in COLORADO Springs, COLORADO. Credit: BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP via Getty Images  COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (KDVR)  PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs is one of six finalists for the permanent home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, according to Gov. Jared Polis. "This exciting news for our state further validates that COLORADO is the best place to live, work and play in the country," said Polis. "COLORADO is the epicenter for national security space and the only permanent home for U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Peterson was selected as the temporary home for SPACE COMMAND last year and will remain the HEADQUARTERS for at least the next six years with that status. The final decision on SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS will be made in January 2021, the governor's office said. Sen. Michael Bennet sent the following statement, in part: "Congratulations to COLORADO Springs on being named a finalist to be the permanent home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND. I also offer my gratitude and congratulations to all those across COLORADO, especially the Aurora community, who have worked tirelessly for the last year to reinforce COLORADO'S identity as the epicenter of the nation's national security space mission," said Bennet. Congressman Jason Crow also sent a statement, in part: "I've long said COLORADO needs to be the future home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND. We have the right infrastructure, an incredible pool of talent and military expertise, and a proud history as an aerospace leader," said Crow.  Author: Keely Sugden
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			 Colorado Springs named finalist for permanent U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:09PM MT 


			 


			 			COLORADO Springs named finalist for permanent U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.  The PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs was named a finalist for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS' permanent home.  The base is already provisionally LOCATED at Peterson AFB for the next six years until a permanent base is established. According to COLORADO U.S. Senator Michael Bennet's office, the other finalists include Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque, New Mexico; Patrick AFB in Brevard County, Florida; Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Nebraska; 
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			 Colorado Springs named finalist for U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:34PM MT 


			 


			 			COLORADO Springs named finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  News News Based on facts, either observed and verified directly by the reporter, or reported and verified from knowledgeable sources. PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE is already the temporary home  The U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS could be staying in COLORADO. PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs was named one of six finalists to house the military's newest branch, U.S. Sens. Michael Bennet and Cory Gardner announced in separate news releases. "With our infrastructure, innovation, work force, and commitment to the space mission, there is no better permanent home for U.S. SPACE COMMAND than COLORADO, said Bennet, a Denver Democrat. "COLORADO'S leadership in space is unmatched - with our existing military space infrastructure, COLORADO is the perfect place for the permanent home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND, Gardner, a Yuma Republican soon to be leaving office, said in his release. PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE is currently the provisional location for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, and since 1982 has been the home for the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. COLORADO'S congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration heavily to keep the HEADQUARTERS in state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. In December, Trump created the Space Force as part of the $738 billion defense spending bill - the first military branch added to U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. The Space Force will fall under the Air Force's purview, but, similar to the Marine Corps, it will have its own seat on the Joint Chiefs of Staff. COLORADO Springs will contend with five other finalists for the command's permanent HEADQUARTERS: Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, New Mexico; Patrick Air Force Base in Brevard County, Florida; Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Nebraska; 
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			 			COLORADO a finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  Click to share on Facebook (Opens in new window) Click to share on Twitter (Opens in new window) By Brian Porter | bporter@fortmorgantimes.com | The Fort Morgan Times, Sterling Journal-Advocate PUBLISHED: November 19, 2020 at 4:28 p.m. | UPDATED: November 19, 2020. at 4:28 p.m.  U.S. Sens. Michael Bennet, D-Denver, and Cory Gardner, R-Yuma, have announced PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs as a finalist to become the permanent home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. The SPACE COMMAND is provisionally HEADQUARTERED in COLORADO Springs for six years until the Air Force establishes a permanent base. Other finalists include Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, N.M.Patrick AFB in Brevard County, Fla.Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Neb.Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Ala.and Joint Base San Antonio in San Antonio, Texas. Bennet noted the work of many toward locating the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS in COLORADO, terming the state the epicenter of the nation's national security space mission. "With our infrastructure, innovation, workforce and commitment to the space mission, there is no better permanent home for U.S. SPACE COMMAND than COLORADO, he wrote in a statement. "I look forward to the final selection in the near future." Gardner added: "COLORADO'S leadership in space is unmatched - with our existing military space infrastructure, COLORADO is the perfect place for the permanent home to U.S. SPACE COMMAND. COLORADO is well prepared to make its final pitch during the upcoming site visits." President Donald Trump officially announced the creation of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND in August 2019, and both Aurora and COLORADO Springs vied for the opportunity to have it HEADQUARTERED in COLORADO. Bennet and Gardner led the COLORADO Congressional Delegation and joined Gov. Jared Polis in seeking to locate U.S. SPACE COMMAND in COLORADO through a letter in March 2019. "By reestablishing SPACE COMMAND in COLORADO  as it was from 1985 to 2002 - the department will capitalize on COLORADO'S existing military and intelligence missions and infrastructure to swiftly and comprehensively ensure space superiority over actors like Russia and China," the delegation wrote in the letter. The COLORADO Congressional Delegation signing the letter also included U.S. Reps. Ken Buck, Jason Crow, Diana DeGette, Doug Lamborn, Joe Neguse, Ed Perlmutter and Scott Tipton.
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			 			COLORADO Springs named finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE is already the temporary home  This Feb. 17, 2017, photo shows a Navy P-3 Orion aircraft used for a NASA-led experiment called SnowEx, on an airfield at PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs, Colo.  Author: Sam Tabachnik
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			 			COLORADO Springs one of six finalists for U.S. SPACE COMMAND  The United States Air Force announced Nov. 19 that COLORADO Springs is one of six finalist cities for the newly created U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Forty cities had entered proposals.  The command calls PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE its temporary home pending a decision on a permanent placement due in early 2021. The other cities being considered are Joint Base San Antonio, Texas; Offut Air Force Base, Omaha, Neb.Huntsville, Alabama; Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Cape Canaveral in Florida. The COLORADO Springs Chamber & EDC convened working groups made up of leaders from the city of COLORADO Springs, El Paso County, the chamber's Military Affairs Council, and the broader business and defense communities to create a package to support COLORADO Springs as SPACE COMMAND'S permanent home. According to govtech.com, the most recent figures of "projected manpower" for the command are 1,450 people, including 390 military officers, 183 enlisted personnel, 827 civilians and 50 contractors. "COLORADO Springs is without question the ideal location to serve as the permanent home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND considering our incredible quality of life, five military installations, significant existing talent base, and experience as a community that has long supported the U.S. Armed Forces,"Mayor John Suthers said in a. news release."Along with these assets, we also already have the infrastructure to house this operation, and much of USSPACECOM's future leadership will be trained right here at the U.S. Air Force Academy. I commend the COLORADO Springs Chamber & EDC on its tireless work in continuing this bid process, and look forward to the announcement in January." Reggie Ash, the chamber's chief defense development officer, called COLORADO Springs "the center of gravity" of national security in space. On May 15, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE was notified that it would remain the provisional HEADQUARTERS of SPACE COMMAND for at least six years. The command, wherever it ends up, will include funding for a new HEADQUARTERS building that would add between $500 million and $1 billion in military construction investment. The local effort included retaining consulting services with three agencies that advise strategies and execute tactics. The agencies are Development Counselors International, American Continental Group and The Trailblazer Group. 
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			 			COLORADO Springs being considered as US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  COLORADO SPRINGS - After months of evaluation, the U.S. Air Force announced Thursday that COLORADO Springs is being considered as HEADQUARTERS for U.S. SPACE COMMAND.  Communities that wanted to be considered as the permanent HOST of U.S. SPACE COMMAND were asked to submit a questionnaire. Out of 40 communities, COLORADO Springs was named one of the finalists. Recent Stories from koaa.com "COLORADO Springs is without question the ideal location to serve as the permanent home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND considering our incredible quality of life, five military installations, significant existing talent base, and experience as a community that has long supported the U.S. Armed Forces,said Mayor John Suthers in a release. The push to make COLORADO Springs the permanent home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND started earlier this year with PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE named the provisional HEADQUARTERS in mid-May for at least six years. Reggie Ash, the chief defense development officer for the COLORADO Springs Chamber and EDC, said it has brought a big boost to the local economy with its provisional HEADQUARTERS at Peterson. "HEADQUARTERS of US SPACE COMMAND is going to stand up 1,400 jobs here in COLORADO Springs and as they stand that up, that's something that will help us with our economic recovery coming out of this COVID recession," Ash said.  Author: Brenda Argueta
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			 			[9:43:07 PM] [0:18]  A LOT OF PEOPLE DON'T LIKE TO ADMIT THEY'RE SCARED BUT WHAT ELSE CAN YOU BE?  IT'S A LOT DIFFERENT THAN THE MOVIES.  PEOPLE WATCHED FROM THEIR FRONT PORCH AS COLORADO'S LATEST WILDFIRE GREW IN FRONT OF THEIR EYES.  KRIS CASSIDY WAS ON PREEVACUATION NOTICE FOR MUCH OF T THE AFTERNOON.  SOT YEAH, WE'RE CONCERNED, WE'LL GO BACK AND MAKE SOME PREPARATIONS TO SEE WHAT WE WOULD EVACUATE. 
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			 			[9:44:35 PM] [3:54]  THE FIRE DUBBED THE PATHFINDER FIRE, BURNED ABOUT TWO TO THREE ACRES.  THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH ANNONOUNCING TODA SEVERAL COLORADO COUNTIES ARE MOVING TO STRICTER LEVELS ON THE STATE'S COVID-19 DIAL.  MANY OF THOSE NEW COUNTIES ARE IN SOUTHERN COLORADO.  COLORADO.  AS OF SATURDAY AT 5:00 P.M.  BACA BENT AND KIOWA COUNTIES WILL MOVE TO LEVEL ORANGE, MEANING THESE COUNTIES ARE NOW IN HIGH. RISK.  AND AS OF SUNDAY AT 5:00 P.M.  ALAMOSA OTERO PROWERS AND PUEBLO COUNTIES WILL MOVE TO LEVEL RED, MEANING THESE COUNTIES ARE NOW IN SEVERE RISK.  FOR DETAILED INFORMATION ON WHAT IS AND IS NOT ALLOWED UNDER THESE VARIENCES VISIT FOX21 NEWS DOT COM.  AS MANY COUNTIES IN COLORADO MAKE THE MOVE TO LEVEL RED ON THE STATE'S COVID-19 DIAL FRAMEWORK, FREMONT COUNTY WILL BE STAYING ON LEVEL YELLOW KNOWN AS 'CONCERN FOR SAFER AT HOME. 'LEVEL YELLOW CONCERN IS THE BASELINE LEVEL FOR COUNTIES WITH ELEVATED TRANSMISSION LEVELS BUT STABLE HOSPITALIZATIONS.  IN THE LAST 14 DAYS FREMONT COUNTY HAS HAD 378 COMMUNITY CASES, 552 OUTBREAK-RELATED CASES IN CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES, AND HAVE SEEN 12 DAYS OF DECLINING OR STABLE HOSPITALIZATIONS.  COLORADO HEALTH OFFICIALS SAY IN A NEWLY RELEASED REPORT THAT 57 NURSING HOMES AND 58 ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES STATEWIDE WERE EXPERIENCING COVID-19 OUOUTBREAKS UP FROM THE 43 FACILITIES OF EACH TYPE REPORTED A WEEK EARLIER.  THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT MADE THE REPORT PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, SHOWING 10 OF THE CURRENT OUTBREAKS IN NURSING HOMES AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES INVOLVE 50 OR MORE RESIDENTS, AND SEVEN HAVE RECORDED 10 OR MORE DEATHS.  FOR OLDER ADULTS AND PEOPLE WITH EXISTING HEALTH PROBLEMS THE VIRUS CAN CAUSE MORE SEVERE ILLNESS, INCLUDING PNEUMONIA AND DEATH.  BIG MILITARY NEWS TONIGHT COLORADO SPRINGS IS A FINALIST IN BECOMING THE PERMANENT HOME OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  THE U-S AIR FORCE MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY.  THE SPRINGS MAKING THE CUT AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF EVALUATING CRITERIA SUBMITTED BY 40 COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NATION.  MEANWHILE, GOVERNOR JARED POLIS RESPONDING TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "U.  S. SPACE COMMAND SHOULD STAY HERE WHERE IT HAS ALREADY FOUND A HOME AMONG OUR STRONG MILITARY COMMUNITY, THRIVING AEROSPACE INDUSTRY, AND WORLD-CLASS ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, INSTITUTIONS, THE OVERWHELMING BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR SPACE COMMAND AND OUR PROUD MILITARY HERITAGE MAKE COLORADO THE VERY BEST PLACE FOR SPACE COMMAND.  COLORADO SPRINGS MAYOR JOHN SUTHERS ALSO RESPONDING SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "COLORADO SPRINGS IS WITHOUT QUESTION THE IDEAL LOCATION TO SERVE AS THE PERMANENT HOME OF U.S.  SPACE COMMAND CONSIDERING OUR INCREDIBLE QUALITY OF LIFE, LIFE, FIVE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, SIGNIFICANT EXISTING TALENT BASE, AND EXPERIENCE AS A COMMUNITY THAT HAS LONG SUPPORTED THE U.S.  ARMED FORCES.  AND CONGRESSMAN DOUG LAMBORN ALSO ISSUING A STATEMENT SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "WHILE THE OTHER FINALIST INSTALLATIONS HAVE A GREAT DEAL TO OFFER, NONE OF THEM ARE AS LASER-FOCUSED ON SPACE WARFIGHTING AS COLORADO SPRINGS, WITH THE COMPLEX AND EXPENSIVE INFRASTRUCTURE AND SKILLED PERSONNEL ALREADY IN PLACE, COLORADO IS THE ONLY. LOGICAL CHOICE FOR THE PERMANENT HOME FOR U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  IN MAY PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE WAS MADE THE PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF SPACE COMMAND FOR AT LEAST SIX YEARS.  A FINAL DECISION ON THE PERMANENT HOME WILL BE MADE IN EARLY 2021.2021.  NEXT WEEK THE AIR FORCE WILL ANNOUNCE DETAILS OF THE NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS.  THE LATEST AS WE NOW KNOW THE NAME OF A WOMAN KILLED, AFTER A SHOOTING AT AN EASTERN COLORADO SPRINGS MOTEL WEDNESDAY.  THE VICTIM HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS 27-YEAR-OLD REBECCA SMITH OF COLORADO SPRINGS.  THE SHOOTING HAPPENED WEDNESDAY
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			 			COLORADO Springs named finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HQ  COLORADO SPRINGS - The U.S. Department of Defense is one of six bases across the country in a final run-off to permanently house the U.S. SPACE COMMAND.  The COLORADO Springs Gazette reports the nearby PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE currently serves as the Command's provisional HEADQUARTERS, and is competing against bases in New Mexico, Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and Texas.
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			 			[3:32:09 PM] [0:30]  GIVEN BY THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION PLAINTIFF IN A WILDFIRE BURNED NEARLY TWENTY PERCENT OF THE UPPER PUTTER RIVER BASIN ELEVATION SNOWPACK AREAS.  BOTH OF WHICH ARE CRUCIAL TO WATER SUPPLY NORTHERN COLORADO CITY WILL ALLOW SCIENTISTS TO GO INTO THE BURN AREA AND.  THE IMPACT ON STREAM CONSENT AND MOVEMENT WATERWAYS DENVER COUNTY ABOUT A NEW CORONA VIRUS TESTING SITE TO HELP ADDRESS DEMAND THAT.  TOMORROW AT THE CAMPUS CREDIT UNION YOUR PARTNER THE LONE TREE HEIGHT WILL BE OPEN FROM EIGHT. 
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			 			[3:35:48 PM] [3:32]  COLORADO IS SENDING OUT A CALL FOR HELP THEIR NATIVE BLOOD DONORS LIKE TALL SYSTEMS THAT RELY ON LOCAL BLOOD BANK.  TELLING THE BLOOD IT MEANS DIRECTLY FROM DONORS ON SITE AT THE HOSPITAL WHERE THERE COULD BE A SHORTAGE OF THE.  CLOSEST THANKSGIVING CLEANER PORT ARE YOU DOCTOR CONLEY AND INTEL'S IS THERE IS A CONSTANT NEED FOR BLOOD DONATION AT CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL.  COLORADO PRECLUDED DONORS REGULARLY CAME IN AND THERE WAS A FAIR SUPPLY PANDEMIC STARTED FORCING A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO ARE EAGER TO.  TONY , AND ON BEHALF OF , AS THE PANDEMIC HAS STRETCHED IT'S PUTTING A BIGGER STRAIN ON THE PIPELINE A LARGE NUMBER.  OF CALLS WE NEED TO IMMEDIATELY TAKE HIM MORE AND USUALLY SO CHILDREN'S IS ONCE AGAIN ASKING FOR HELP THIS SATURDAY.  THEY ARE EXTENDING THEIR HOURS FOR COLLECTION FROM SIX.  A.M. TO TEN.  A.M. TAKING EXTRA PRECAUTIONS TO KEEP EVERYONE SAFE AND WE HAD A YEAST FREE FOR TWENTY EIGHT THEY ALSO CAN'T ACCEPT.  DONATIONS IF YOU LIVE WITH SOMEONE HE WAS POSITIVE AND IT SEEMS THE NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS MAY NOT HAVE CHANGED BUT.  KELVIN HAS MADE THINGS HARDER FROM ANOTHER LOCATION BECAUSE YOU HAVE THE ABILITY TO BE A PRIORITY DOCTOR AND HOPES THIS.  WEEKEND AS PEOPLE PREPARED A POTENTIAL AGAIN FOR HELP OUT FOR THANKSGIVING CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL WILL BE A CONSIDERATION IN DENVER JUST THINK.  WHEN COVERING COLORADO FIRST HUGE TRAFFIC BACKUP IN AURORA GOVERNOR OPENED ITS FIRST RESTAURANT NATURAL AREA TO LOOK AT ALL THAT.  PEOPLE WANTED TO IN THE CHAIN RESTAURANT THAT OPENED UP IN COLORADO TODAY , HISTORY TODAY AT DENVER RESTAURANT WAS THE.  FIRST TO TRADEMARK THE CHEESEBURGER BACK IN NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE MORE NEWS IS COMING UP NEXT ON CBSN BIRTHDAY WITH US.  YOU WANT TWENTY FOUR SEVEN AMAZING STORY TO SHARE WITH YOU THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS THIS LEVEL WE HAD ANY OF HIS.  EXCLUSIVE FIRES IN CALIFORNIA WHAT HAPPENS NEXT AND HOW DOES IT ALL PLAY OUT WE WERE ON A MISSION WITH NOT.  ONLY EDIT THIS ONLINE CAUSES A MASSIVE OPERATION DAY RATE THAT THE POWER OF CBSN JENNIFER BECAUSE RIGHT NOW MATTERS FOLLOWING.  BREAKING NEWS MAKE UNEDITED AS IT HAPPENS SAFETY GUIDELINES BREAKING NEWS AND IT'S LIKE NOW AND ALWAYS LIVE ON CBS TIMBER.  COM CBS DENVER OUT AND ALL YOUR FAVORITE DEVICES FREE CBS ENDEAVOR ALWAYS COVERING COLORADO FIRST AS A PASTOR IMPORTANT TO.  ME HOW I PRESENT MYSELF I HAD MY DAUGHTERS EXPRESSED TO ME ALL THE TIME I NEVER SMILE AND I REALLY.  DIDN'T HAVE ANYTHING TO SMILE ABOUT BECAUSE MY TEETH WERE IN SUCH BAD SHAPE MILE HIGH DENTAL IMPLANT CENTERS CAN HELP. 
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			 			[3:40:39 PM] [0:44]  MAY BE A COUPLE INCHES WITH A LITTLE SYSTEM IS COMING THROUGH IN THE CENTRAL MOUNTAINS YOU PILING UP THERE MAYBE.  CENTRAL COLORADO AND ON THE SOUTHWESTERN MOUNTAINEERS BUT STILL SAID TO BE A LOT IN THE ALL IN THE WAY OF MOISTURE.  AT ALL SORTS OF FORECAST GOES HERE'S LOOK AT OUR NUMBERS FOR ABOUT THIRTY SIX TODAY IN STEAMBOAT SPRINGS WINTER PARK SHOULD BE.  ABOUT THIRTY FOUR AND THEN HAVE THEM ON YOUR LOOKING AT THIRTY SEVEN DEGREES FOR THE HIDEOUT IN A CENTRAL COLORADO.  CRESTED BUTTE THIRTY SIX MONARCH WAS WARMER AT FORTY FIVE AND THEN DOWN THERE IN SOUTHWESTERN COLORADO PURGATORY 'S LOOKING AT.  THIRTY SEVEN AS IS TELLURIDE AND WOLF CREEK FIFTY DEGREES AS MELT A LOT OF SNOW DOWN THERE IN FORCE WE NEED MORE.  SNOW MORE COLD ONLY SUMMIT COUNTY AND THE I SEVENTY CORRIDOR SHOULD BE IN THE FORTIES ALL THE WAY THROUGH SUNDAY. 
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			 			[3:42:10 PM] [0:54]  RESIGNATION LAST WEEK TO TAKE A NEW POSITION IN DALLAS SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT IS HELPING EITHER AN INTERNAL CANDIDATE AND WOULD.  LIKE TO NAME INTERIM BY EARLY DECEMBER THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT NAMED PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE AS A FINALIST CARE FOR US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  RIGHT NOW IT'S A TEMPORARY HOME QUESTIONNAIRE MICHAEL BENNETT SAYS COLORADO IS THE BEST PLACE FOR IT TO BECOME PERMANENT WITH.  OUR INFRASTRUCTURE INNOVATION FOR HIS COMMITMENT TO THE SPACE MISSION THIS IS THE RIGHT PLACE FOR YOU A SPACE COMMAND NOT.  ONLY IS THE SPRINGS BISTRO , VIEW A SPACE COMMAND BUT IT'S THE CURRENT PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS UNTIL TWENTY TWENTY SIX AIR FORCE BASE.  IN NEW MEXICO FLORIDA NEBRASKA AND ALABAMA ARE ALSO IN THE RUNNING JAKARTA SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE FACING MOUNTING PRESSURE TO ALL YOUNGER.  STUDENTS BACK IN THE CLASSROOM YES THE GOVERNOR MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE WANTED SCHOOLS OPEN EARLIER THIS WEEK AND A. 
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			 			[3:43:51 PM] [1:25]  ABLE TO HAVE YOU IN PERSON IT'S THE NATURE OF THIS VIRUS THAT IS REALLY EATING THAT ABILITY TO DO THAT.  MICHAEL NEEDS IS POSITED THAT THAT PUEBLO EDUCATION ASSOCIATION AND A MEMBER OF THE COLORADO EDUCATION ASSOCIATION EIGHT DEVELOPED THEIR OWN.  MODEL FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO FOLLOW WHEN COLD NUMBERS INCREASE OR JUST TRYING TO MAKE IT A LITTLE BIT MORE CLEAR.  AND CONCRETE AND EASIER TO UNDERSTAND FOR EVERYBODY SO THAT THERE IS NOT SO MUCH AMBIGUITY IN SCHOOLS WOULD STAY WITH.  REMOTE LEARNING UNTIL THERE IS LESS THAN THREE PERCENT POSITIVITY RATE IN THEIR COUNTY NOT EXACTLY FOLLOWING THE MOST RECENT RECOMMENDATIONS FROM.  THE WHITE HOUSE AS THE INTERSCHOOL TRANSMISSION THE TRUTH IS FOR KIDS K-12 IS THE SAFEST PLACE THAT CAN BE FROM OUR.  PERSPECTIVE IS TO REMAIN IN SCHOOL MADE THE GREEN THAT IS SAFE FOR STUDENTS BUT HE SAID A MAJOR FACTOR IS.  MISSING FROM THAT PUSH FOR IN-PERSON LEARNING THAT TEACHERS MAY TRANSMIT THAT TO THE ADULTS IN YOU KNOW YOU JUST GET.  IN THIS VICIOUS CYCLE IN SCHOOL AT SCHOOL AND SCHOOL CALENDAR REPORTING ON THE COLORADO POLICE ASSOCIATION IS RECOMMENDING THAT SMALL VOICE.  ACROSS THE STATE ABOUT THE NEW DIAL WE HAVE THE FULL DESCRIPTION AT EACH LEVEL AS THEY DEVELOPED ONLINE PDF CONVERTER.  BACK WITHIN SIXTY ONE HUNDRED MORE PEOPLE HAVE TESTED POSITIVE AS OF THURSDAY WE HAVE NOW HAVE MORE THAN HUNDRED AND. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  N/A   			 Calc Ad Value:  N/A   			 Calc Publicity Value:  N/A   


			 Runtime:  3:03   			 








			 


			 


			 33. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 CBSN Denver   Market: Denver, CO (16) 


			 CBSNDEN 11 AM Daily			Nov 20 2020 11:00AM MT 


			 


			 			[11:17:11 AM] [2:01]  AT CORDOVA ANNOUNCED HER RESIGNATION LAST WEEK TO TAKE A NEW POSITION IN DALLAS SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT IS HELPING EITHER AN.  INTERNAL CANDIDATE AND WOULD LIKE TO NAME AN INTERIM BY EARLY DECEMBER THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT NAMED PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE AT THE FINE WAS.  HERE FOR US-BASED COMMAND HEADQUARTERS RIGHT NOW IT'S A TEMPORARY HOME BUT CLAIRE MICHAEL BENNETT SAID , RILEY IS THE BEST.  PLACE FOR IT TO BECOME PERMANENT INFRASTRUCTURE IN ADDITION TO FORCING HER COMMITMENT TO THE SPACE MISSION THIS IS THE RIGHT.  PLACE FOR YOU A SPACE COMMAND NOT ONLY IS THE SPRINGS BISTRO , VIEW A SPACE COMMAND BUT IT'S THE CURRENT.  PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS UNTIL TWENTY TWENTY SIX AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO FLORIDA NEBRASKA AND ALABAMA ARE ALSO WRITING A COLORADO CONGRESSMAN HAS BEEN.  ELECTED TO ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL LEADERSHIP POSITIONS IN THE U.S. HOUSE CONGRESSMAN JOHNNY THIS WILL SERVE AS COCHAIR OF THE.  HOUSE DEMOCRATIC POLICY AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE AND NUMBER EIGHT POSITION IN-HOUSE LEADERSHIP THE COLORADO CONGRESSMAN WILL PLAY A ROLE IN CRAFTING.  THE POLICY PRIORITIES FOR HOUSE DEMOCRATS WHAT I OBSERVED IS THAT THE LEADERSHIP TABLE BENEFITS FROM HAVING WASTED BECAUSE IN MY.  VIEW COLORADO CORE OUR FOLKS TO OPEN THEIR PRACTICE THEY DON'T HAVE COMMON SENSE SHARED CORE EQUALITY AND OPPORTUNITY CARING FOR.  EACH OTHER AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AND I LIKE TO BREAK THAT SAME COMMON SENSE THE LEADERSHIP TABLE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL.  IN THE U.S. HOUSE AND I CERTAINLY INTEND TO DO THAT REPRESENTATIVE AND IS CALLED A POLITICAL SPECIALIST TOMBOY THAT IN ADDITION.  TO GETTING CONTROL OF THE PANDEMIC CONGRESSMEN TO HELP SMELL THE DIVISIONS THAT HAVE FRACTURED THE COMMUNITY COLORADO IS DEALING WITH.  AN ENORMOUS RISE IN CORONAVIRUS CASES AND THEIR CONCERNS THE UPCOMING THINKS GIVEN HOLIDAY COULD ONLY INCREASE THE SPREAD OF CVS.  AND THEN WE TALKED TO DOCTOR AARON SOLVER SHOTS FROM CVC AGENCY IS RECOMMENDING SPENDING THE HOLIDAY WITH PEOPLE IN YOUR. 
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			 			[11:23:03 AM] [1:59]  THE F1 FIFTY WITH BEST IN CLASS CAPABILITIES THE WONDER FORD F SERIES OF THE BEST-SELLING TRUCKS FOR FORTY THREE YEARS.  BUILD BETTER BUILD STRONGER BUILD FOR INTEL AND ONLY AT YOUR LOCAL FORD STORIES CPS FOR COLORADO'S NEWS CHANNEL THE EXPERIENCE.  TO BRING YOU ONE , WITH ACCURATE REPORTING MUST DEAL WITH THE FINANCIAL DOWNTURN EXPERIENCED THE WORST TREE TO BE EXPERIENCED.  IN SEVERE STORMS THAT WAY THEY ARE , WHETHER AND WHEN THEY DO WERE HERE ALL DAY EVERY TRACKING WHETHER YOUR.  WEATHER ON CBSN DENVER ALWAYS COVERING COLORADO WERE MEXICAN MODERNISM APART FROM THE RATED ARTIST DIEGO DEMANDED THAT HE AND OTHER.  ONLY THE DENVER ART MUSEUM I THINK IT JULY PROVIDE PRO GLIDE GEL BY BLAZON OF PIVOTING FLEXIBLE DESIGN TO GET.  VIRTUALLY EVERY HAIR ON THE FIRST ROCK WASHING WITH DIRT AND A CIGARETTE FOR THE DAY SHAVE AND A CLEAN FACE. 
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			 			[11:26:35 AM] [0:25]  ARE GOES THE WEEKEND THE NEXT STORM TO COME OUT OF THE PACIFICA MAKE ITS WAY ON THE WEST COAST SHOULD SHOULD BRING.  MORE PROMISING CHANCES FOR MORE SIGNIFICANT MOISTURE TO COLORADO AT LEAST THAT'S WHAT IT LOOKS RIGHT NOW IS TO BE MONDAY AND.  MONDAY NIGHT TUESDAY WE SHOULD GET SOME STONER MOUNTAINS AND IT'S LOOKING NOW THAT WE COULD GET A LOAD OF SNOW.  IN DENVER COMING UP MONDAY NIGHT AND EARLY TUESDAY MORNING AT THIS TIME AND I EXPECT TOO MUCH OF ANY ACCUMULATION. 
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			 			[11:28:36 AM] [1:26]  FOURTH LARGEST CITY IN THE STATE IN NEARLY THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND STUDENTS AT COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY WHERE WE ARE SEEING AN.  INCREASED NEED FOR TESTING LAMBERT COUNTY AS COVEN NINETEEN CASES , PEOPLE WHICH IS WHY THE LARIMER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT KATIE.  O'DONNELL SAYS THEY ARE NOW LIMITING TESTING SITES PRIMARILY TO THOSE WHO HAVE SYMPTOMS NOT THE MOST THE COUNTY SAYS IT'S.  TESTING SITES ARE ALREADY BOOKED SOLID THROUGH NEXT WEDNESDAY ADDING ANXIETY TO CONSTANTLY HAVE A NEGATIVE RESULT AFFIRMATION AND COMPANIES REQUIRING.  TESTING AFTER TRAVEL LOG JAMMING THEIR PROCESS THAT HE IS THE WRITER WHENEVER COUNTY SAYS RESIDENTS SHOULD WAIT TO BE TESTED.  OFTEN TIMES LONGER THAN THEY MAY WANT TO LET AROUND RIGHT AWAY AND O'DONNELL SAYS THOSE WITHOUT SYMPTOMS SHOULD CONSIDER GETTING.  TEST FROM THIRD PARTIES LIKE HEALTH ONE BRING UP THE COUNTY RESOURCES FOR THOSE WERE SICK WE NOT JUST DENVER SU.  COLORADO IS NATIONWIDE AS I'M DOING THOMAS COVERING COLORADO FIRST.  YOU TRAVEL FOR THANKSGIVING OR YOU HAVE FAMILY OVER THE FIND OUT HOW RISKY THAT HOLIDAY MEAL TORI NATHAN TALK TO.  THE EXPERTS IF YOU HAVE TEN PEOPLE THAT NUMBER GETS MULTIPLIED BY TEN SO DEPENDING ON THE SIZE OF THE ROOM. 
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			 			[9:15:06 AM] [0:36]  Ï¿½ NO TEARING OF THE MOUNTAIN COLORADO OPENING DAY VEIL NINE.  A.M. AND THEN TOMORROW PURGATORY NORTH OF DURANGO DOWN IN SOUTHWEST COLORADO WILL JOIN THE INCREASINGLY LONG LIST OF SKIER IS.  NOW OPEN ON MONDAY WHILE DOOR OPEN FOR THE FIRST TIME ON THE DOOR OF COURSE UP THERE I WAS TO.  BOULDER AT THE NEXT WEDNESDAY BEAVERCREEK AND CRESTED BUTTE WILL OPEN AND AT THAT POINT ALL THE MOUNDS IN THE EPIC.  PASSING COLORADO AVAILABLE MOUNTAINS WILL BE OPEN AGAIN VALES OPENING IS AT NINE.  A.M. TODAY INCREASING CLOUDS THE TEMPERATURE AT AROUND FORTY EIGHT WILL GET SOME SNOW IN VAIL COMING UP TONIGHT INTO TOMORROW.  BUT I CANNOT DO MUCH MAYBE AN INCH OR TWO OF FRESH POWDER FOR THOSE LIKE ENOUGH TO GET FIRST CHAIR. 
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			 			[9:17:40 AM] [2:02]  POSITION IN DALLAS SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT IS HELPING EITHER AN INTERNAL CANDIDATE AND WOULD LIKE TO REMAIN INTERIM BY EARLY DECEMBER.  THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT NAMED PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE AT THE FINE WAS HERE FOR US-BASED COMMAND HEADQUARTERS RIGHT NOW IT'S A TEMPORARY HOME QUESTIONNAIRE.  MICHAEL BENNETT SAYS COLORADO IS THE BEST PLACE FOR IT TO BECOME PERMANENT INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE VISION FOR SOONER COMMITMENT TO.  THE SPACE MISSION THIS IS THE RIGHT PLACE FOR YOU A SPACE COMMAND NOT ONLY IS THE SPRINGS BISTRO , VIEW.  A SPACE COMMAND BUT IT'S THE CURRENT PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS UNTIL TWENTY TWENTY SIX AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO FLORIDA NEBRASKA AND ALABAMA ARE.  ALSO WRITING A COLORADO CONGRESSMAN HAS BEEN ELECTED TO ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL LEADERSHIP POSITIONS IN THE U.S. HOUSE CONGRESSMAN JOHNNY.  THIS WILL SERVE AS COCHAIR OF THE HOUSE DEMOCRATIC POLICY AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE AND NUMBER EIGHT POSITION IN-HOUSE LEADERSHIP COLORADO CONGRESSMAN.  WILL PLAY A KEY ROLE IN CRAFTING THE POLICY PRIORITIES FOR HOUSE DEMOCRATS WHEN I OBSERVED IS THAT THE LEADERSHIP TABLE.  BENEFITS FROM HAVING COLORADO'S VOICE OF THE PEOPLE BECAUSE IN MY VIEW COLOR ON THEIR CORE FOLKS TO ULTIMATELY AFFECT THEY.  DON'T HAVE COMMON SENSE SHARE CORE QUALITY AND OPPORTUNITY CARING FOR EACH OTHER AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AND I LIKE TO BRING.  THAT SAME COMMON SENSE THE LEADERSHIP TABLE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL IN THE U.S. HOUSE AND I CERTAINLY INTEND TO DO THAT.  REPRESENTATIVE AND IS CALLED A POLITICAL SPECIALIST TOMBOY THAT IN ADDITION TO GETTING CONTROL OF THE PANDEMIC CONGRESSMEN TO HELP SNOW.  CONDITIONS THAT HAVE FRACTURED THE COMMUNITY COLORADO IS DEALING WITH AN ENORMOUS RISING CORONAVIRUS CASES AND THEIR CONCERNS THE UPCOMING THANKS.  GIVING HOLIDAY COULD ONLY INCREASE THE SPREAD OF CVS AND THEN WE TALKED TO DOCTOR AARON SOLVER SHOTS FROM CVC AGENCY.  IS RECOMMENDING SPENDING THE HOLIDAY WITH PEOPLE IN YOUR IMMEDIATE HOUSEHOLD ONLY IF YOU HAVE TO TRAVEL THEY SAY YOU NEED TO. 
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			 			[9:23:49 AM] [1:42]  CS FOR COLORADO'S NEWS CHANNEL THE EXPERIENCE TO BRING YOU ONE COVERED WITH ACCURATE REPORTING MUST DEAL WITH THE FINANCIAL DOWNTURN.  EXPERIENCED FIRST HAND TO TREAT THE EXPERIENCED KNOW WE ALSO KNOW MISINFORMATION CAN SPREAD QUICKLY AND BE DANGEROUS DEPEND ON CBS.  FOR FOR RESPONSIBLE COVERAGE OF COLORADO'S CORONA VIRUS OUTBREAK LIKE BREAKING AWAY AND FORGOT ABOUT THE CLUTTER AND MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS FOR.  YOU AND YOUR FORMER CBS BORN CBSN DENVER COVERING COLORADO FIRST MILLIONAIRE ORIENTED SUCCESSFULLY ACROSS THE LAND EVERY US ASTRONAUT IS.  WARNER SPACING HIGHLANDS USER INSTRUMENT TO NAVIGATE MORE SAFELY ON THE GROUND USER DEFENSE SYSTEMS ABOUT EVERY VETERAN WHO'S EVER SERVED.  REMAINS OUR PRIORITY WHEN THEY GET HOME TECHNOLOGIES AND SOCIAL PROGRAMS ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY THAT FUTURE AEROSPACE. 
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			 			[9:26:56 AM] [0:24]  IN THE MIDWEST AS WE ARE GOES THE WEEKEND THE NEXT STORM TO COME OUT OF THE PACIFIC AND MAKE ITS WAY.  ON THE WEST COAST SHOULD SHOULD BRING MORE PROMISING CHANCES FOR MORE SIGNIFICANT MOISTURE TO COLORADO AT LEAST THAT'S WHAT IT LOOKS RIGHT.  NOW IS TO BE MONDAY TO MONDAY NIGHT TUESDAY WE SHOULD GET SOME STONER MOUNTAINS AND IT'S LOOKING NOW THAT WE.  COULD GET A LOAD OF SNOW IN DENVER COMING UP MONDAY NIGHT INTO EARLY TUESDAY MORNING AT THIS TIME AND I. 
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			 			[9:29:01 AM] [1:22]  TO THE FOURTH LARGEST CITY IN THE STATE IN NEARLY THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND STUDENTS AT COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY AND THE REST.  OF YOU ARE SEEING AN INCREASED NEED FOR TESTING ENVIRONMENT COUNTY IS : NINETEEN CASES OVER WHICH IS WHY LARIMER COUNTY.  HEALTH DEPARTMENT KATIE O'DONNELL SAYS THEY ARE NOW LIMITING TESTING SITES PRIMARILY TO THOSE WHO HAVE SYMPTOMS NOT THE MOST POPULAR.  IN THE COUNTY SAYS IT'S TESTING SITES ARE ALREADY BOOKED SOLID THROUGH NEXT WEDNESDAY ADDING ANXIETY TO CONSTANTLY HAVE A NEGATIVE.  RESULT AFFIRMATION AND COMPANIES REQUIRING TESTING AFTER TRAVEL LOG JAMMING THEIR PROCESS THAT IS RIGHT OR WHATEVER COUNTY SAYS RESIDENTS SHOULD.  WAIT TO BE TESTED OFTEN TIMES LONGER THAN THEY MAY WANT TO LET AROUND RIGHT AWAY AND O'DONNELL SAYS THOSE WITHOUT.  SYMPTOMS SHOULD CONSIDER GETTING TEST FROM THIRD PARTIES LIKE HEALTH ONE BRING UP THE COUNTY RESOURCES FOR THOSE POOR SICK LEAVE.  NOT JUST DENVER IS YOU ARE A NATIONWIDE ISSUE I'M DOING THOMAS COVERING COLORADO FIRST YOU DO TRAVEL FOR THANKSGIVING OR. 
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			 			[6:14:35 AM] [0:08]  THE U. S. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT NAMED PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IS A FINALIST FOR U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  RIGHT NOW, IT IS A TEMPORARY HOME.  SENATOR MICHAEL BENNETT SAYS COLORADO IS A BEST PERMANENT PLACE FOR IT. 
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			 NEWSCHANNEL 13 @ 5			Nov 20 2020 05:00PM MT 


			 


			 			[5:01:21 PM] [2:01]  COLORADO SPRINGS IS BACK ON THE SHORTLIST TO BE THE PERMANENT HOME FOR U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  WE HAD BEEN ON THAT LIST FOR ABOUT A YEAR, UNTIL THE COMPETITION EXPANDED TO ABOUT FORTY OTHER CITIES IN AUGUST.  NOW IT'S BACK TO JUST SIX CITIES, AND WE MADE THE CUT YET AGAIN.  KRDONEWSCHANNEL13'SKERHJAN BIANCA WITH WHAT THIS COULD MEAN ECONOMICALLY FOR THE CITY.  WE'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE PERMANENT US SPACE COMMAND IN JANUARY.  IN AUGUST, COLORADO SPRINGS JOINED 40 COMMUNITIES VYING TO BE NAMED THE PERMANENT HOME OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  NOW THE CITY IS NAMED A TOP 6 FINALIST, WITH 5 OTHERS IN THE RUNNING, LEADERS SAY WHEN LOOKING AT THE CRITERIA ISSUED BY THE U.S.  AIR FORCE WE ABLE TO BE INVOLVED, WE COULD TRANSITION TO BEING THE PERMANENT SPACE COMMAND WITH VERY LITTLE EFFORT.  SYNERGIES INCLUDE THE SPRINGS' FIVE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, A SIGNIFICANT EXISTING TALENT BASE, AND UCCS'PLANS TO ADD AN ASTRONAUTICAL ENGINEERING DEGREE IN 2022.  BUT BEFORE A FINAL DECISION, THREE THINGS MUST TAKE PLACE BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR: - AN IN-DEPTH QUESTIONNAIRE - A SITE VISIT - AND A VIRTUAL PRESENTATION HELD BY GOVERNOR JARED POLIS AND MAYOR SUTHERS, HIGHLIGHTING THE ASSETS AND QUALITIES OF THE SPRINGS.  SO WHAT WOULD THIS MEAN FOR OUR COMMUNITY?  WELL IT WOULD MEAN A LOT, IT WOULD MEAN 1500 DUTY TROOPS, IN ADDITION TO THE 40,000 WE HAVE HERE ALREADY.  THE BIGGEST IMPACT THOUGH, WE THINK IT'S BILLIONS OF DOLLARS OF AN ECONOMIC SHOT IN THE ARM.  ECONOMICALLY, FUNDING FOR A NEW HEADQUARTERS BUILDING WOULD ADD BETWEEN $500 MILLION AND A BILLION DOLLARS IN MILCON OR MILITARY CONSTRUCTION INVESTMENT TO THE COMMUNITY.  SO UNTIL A FINAL DETERMINATION, EVERYBODY IS GOING TO WORK VERY HARD TO DO THE BEST JOB WE CAN AND WE'LL HOPE FOR THE BEST.  IN COLORADO SPRINGS KERJAN BIANCA KRDONEWSCHANNEL13.  BREAK
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			 KRDO   Market: Colorado Springs-Pueblo, CO (82) 


			 NEWSCHANNEL 13 @ 4: 00			Nov 20 2020 04:00PM MT 


			 


			 			[3:58:06 PM] [2:59]  BURGERS.  THIS IS SECOND INNOUT IN THE COLORADO AREA IF YOURE THINKING OF EATING HERE THIS WEEKEND BETTER BLOCK OUT SOME TIME FOR THE LINE.  REPORTING IN COLORADO SPRINGS, ALEXIS DOMINGUEZ, KRDONEWSCHANNEL 13.  WE ARE CONTINUING TO MONITOR THE GROWING NUMBER OF COVID-19 CASES IN SOUTHERN COLORADO THE LATEST NUMBERS IN YOUR COMMUNITY HAVE JUST COME INTO OUR NEWSROOM, AND THE LIST OF FINALISTS FOR SPACE COMMAND ARE OUT, WHERE IT COULD BE BASED IF IT STAYS IN SOUTHERN COLORADO, BREAK IF YOU TRAVEL. THE GAP BETWEEN THE SPRINGS AND DENVER, SOME PROGRESS TO TELL YOU ABOUT, THE FIRST BRIDGE OVER I-25 IN LARKSPUR IS NOW COMPLETE.  HERE'S A TIMELAPSE OF THE PROJECT AS CREWS DEMOLISHED THE OLD BRIDGE AND PUT UP THE NEW ONE.  IT'S CALLED THE SPRUCE MOUNTAIN BRIDGE AND IS THE FIRST OF FIVE NEW BRIDGES TO OPEN AS PART OF THE MULTI- YEAR PROJECT TO EXPAND THE ROAD BETWEEN MONUMENT AND CASTLE ROCK.  THREE OF THE OTHER FOUR BRIDGES ARE ALREADY UNDER CONSTRUCTION, WITH THE LAST ONE STARTING IN THE SPRING.  IF YOU TRAVEL THE ROUTE A LOT, YOU MIGHT HAVE ALSO NOTICED THAT THE NORTHERN FIVE MILES OF THE PROJECT ARE TOTALLY COMPLETE, WITH THAT NEW EXTRA LANE ACTING AS AN EMERGENCY SHOULDER UNTIL TOLLING STARTS IN 20-22.  HEADING INTO THE HOLIDAY SEASON, D-UI ENFORCEMENT WILL RAMP UP.  LAST THANKSGIVING MORE THAN 430 IMPAIRED DRIVERS WERE ARRESS TED.  CUR-DGIOTNG I DRIVERS TO ACT RESPONSIBLY AND DON'T DRIVE IMPAIRED, THEY ARE ALSO REMINDING THE STATE TO FOLLOW COVID-19 GUIDELINES AS RESIDENTS LIVING IN LEVEL RED COUNTIES SHOULD NOT BE MEETING WITH OTHER HOUSEHOLDS FOR THANKSGIVING, THE HEIGHTENED ENFORCEMENT BEGINS TODAY AND RUNS UNTIL NOVEMBER 30TH, PETERSON AIR FORCE. BASE IS NOW OFFICIALLY ONE OF SIX FINALISTS IN THE RUNNING TO BECOME THE PERMANENT HOME OF U-S SPACE COMMAND.  PETERSON IS THE TEMPORARY HOME, AND LOCAL LEADERS HAVE LOBBIED TO KEEP SPACE COMMAND HERE, BECAUSE IT WOULD CREATE THOUSANDS OF NEW MILITARY AND CIVILIAN JOBS.  DOZENS OF CITIES WERE IN THE RUNNING, SO THIS IS AN IMPORTANT STEP.  THE OTHERS ARE LOCATED IN ALABAMA, TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, FLORIDA, AND NEBRASKA.  A NEW WARNING FOR A DRUG THAT HAS BEEN USED TO FIGHT COVID-19, WHY THE W-HO IS URGING AGAINST USING REM-DES-IVIR, I'LL HAVE YOUR FULL FORECAST.  BREAK TO WEATHER NOW, 
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			 			[12:24:22 PM] [2:45]  HIGHS TODAY WILL BE IN THE UPPER-40S AND LOW-50S.  TONIGHT: RAIN AND SNOW SHOWERS OVERNIGHT.  SNOW LEVELS WILL BE RELATIVELY HIGH WITH THIS WEAK SYSTEM AND COLORADO SPRINGS AND PUEBLO ARE MAINLY LOOKING AT RAIN SHOWERS WITH PERHAPS A BRIEF PERIOD OF SEE A LULL ON SUNDAY BEFORE OUR NEXT SYSTEM MOVES INTO SOUTHERN COLORADO MONDAY NIGHT.  DOWN THE ROAD WE MAY SEE YET ANOTHER SYSTEM COMING IN FOR THANKSGIVING NEXT THURSDAY.  IF YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING TO RECLAIM A CAR IN COLORADO SPRINGS, TODAY THE CITY'S IMPOUND FACILITY IS STILL CLOSED.  IT'S ALL BECAUSE OF A RECENT COVID-19 OUT BREAK IN THE BUILDING.  C-SPD TWEETED OUT THAT THE IMPOUND LOT WILL RE-OPEN ON MONDAY AT 8 A-M YOU SHOULD CHECK THE IMPOUND LOT WEBSITE FOR UPDATES BEFORE GOING TO THE BUILDING.  HEADING INTO THE HOLIDAY SEASON, D-UI ENFORCEMENT IS GETTING RAMPED UP.  LAST THANKSGIVING MORE THAN 430 IMPAIRED DRIVERS WERE ARRESTED, C-DOT IS URGING DRIVERS TO ACT RESPONSIBLY AND AVOID DRIVING IMPAIRED, THEY ARE ALSO REMINDING THE STATE TO FOLLOW COVID-19 GUIDELINES AS RESIDENTS LIVING IN LEVEL RED COUNTIES SHOULD NOT BE MEETING WITH OTHER HOUSEHOLDS FOR THANKSGIVING, THE HEIGHTENED ENFORCEMENT BEGINS. TODAY AND WILL LAST UNTIL NOVEMBER 30TH, BRYNN OVER TO YOU.  PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW OFFICIALLY ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO BECOME THE PERMANENT HOME OF U-S SPACE COMMAND.  PETERSON IS THE TEMPORARY HOME, AND LOCAL LEADERS HAVE LOBBIED TO KEEP SPACE COMMAND HERE, BECAUSE IT WOULD CREATE THOUSANDS OF NEW MILITARY AND CIVILIAN JOBS.  DOZENS OF CITIES WERE IN THE RUNNING, SO THIS IS AN IMPORTANT STEP.  THE OTHERS ARE LOCATED IN ALABAMA, TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, FLORIDA, AND NEBRASKA.  IN CRIME NEWS, COLORADO SPRINGS POLICE HAVE IDENTIFIED THE VICTIM OF A SHOOTING AT THE RODEWAY INN ON NORTH MURRAY AND PLATTE.  27-YEAR-OLD "REBECCA SMITH" WAS FOUND DEAD AT THE HOTEL WEDNESDAY MORNING, POLICE ALSO FOUND ANOTHER MAN WITH A GUNSHOT WOUND, AT THIS TIME WE DON'T KNOW HIS STATUS.  POLICE SAY THIS IS THE 34TH HOMICIDE OF THE YEAR, THE MAN KNOWN AS "PSYCO" WANTED IN THE DISCOVERY OF THREE BODIES IN RURAL CONEJOS COUNTY WAS ARRESTED IN NEW MEXICO YESTERDAY, ACCORDING TO THE COLORADO BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.  26-YEAR-OLD ADRE BAROZ WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY AT A MOTEL NEAR THE NEW MEXICO-ARIZONA BORDER.  LANCE HERNANDEZ FROM DENVER HAS MORE ON LOCAL REACTION. 
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			 			[6:31:09 AM] [1:59]  TWO NEIGHBORS WERE RECENTLY TICKETED FOR CARPORT VIOLATIONS ULTIMATELY DEMANDING THE CARPORTS BE REMOVED FOR SAFETY REASONS.  YESTERDAY THE COLORADO SPRINGS PLANNING COMMISSION VOTED TO DENY THEIR APPEALS AGAINST THE CITATIONS.  THE NEXT STEP FOR NEIGHBORS, COLLETTE COOK AND ROBERT GALLAGHER, IS TO APPEAL TO THE CITY COUNCIL.  IF THEY LOSE THAT APPEAL, THEY'LL HAVE TO REMOVE THEIR CARPORTS.  ACCORDING TO THE CITY THERE ARE ALMOST 40 PEOPLE WITH SIMILAR CARPORT VIOLATIONS.  THAT'S WHY COOK SAYS SHE THINKS THEY'LL HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  BACK IN 2015, THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS COMMITTED TO REPAVING ONE THOUSAND "LANE MILES" OF ROAD USING A VOTER APPROVED SALES TAX.  NOW, THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF THE PROJECT ARE COMING TO A CLOSE, WITH 1- THOUSAND AND 74 MILES REPAVED CITYWIDE.  TOMORROW THE FINAL PLANNED STREETS, PLATTE AVENUE AND WESTMEADOW DRIVE, WILL BE PAVED.  THE EFFORT IS SET TO CONTINUE ANOTHER FIVE YEARS AT A LOWER SALES TAX RATE, ROUGLY 5-POINT-7 CENTS PER TEN DOLLAR PURCHASE, STARTING ON JANUARY FIRST OF THE NEW YEAR.  VOTERS IN THE CITY APPROVED THE PROGRAM'S EXTENSION LAST YEAR, SO LOOK TO SEE EVEN MORE SMOOTH NEW ROADWAY.  PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW OFFICIALLY ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO BECOME THE PERMANENT HOME OF U-S SPACE COMMAND.  PETERSON IS THE TEMPORARY HOME, AND LOCAL LEADERS HAVE LOBBIED TO KEEP SPACE COMMAND HERE, BECAUSE IT WOULD CREATE THOUSANDS OF NEW MILITARY AND CIVILIAN JOBS.  DOZENS OF CITIES WERE IN THE RUNNING, SO THIS IS AN IMPORTANT STEP.  THE OTHERS ARE LOCATED IN ALABAMA, TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, FLORIDA, AND NEBRASKA.  WE'RE AT THE NEW INNOUT BURGER, I'M SUPER EXCITED FOR LUNCH, AND SO ARE ALL THESE PEOPLE, WE'LL HAVE MORE ON THE GRAND OPENING NEXT.  I'LL HAVE A LOOK AT YOUR FORECAST, NEXT. 
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			 			[5:34:47 AM] [1:55]  NOW LET'S SEND IT OVER TO HANNA KNUTSON FOR A LOOK AT THE ROADS.  AD-LIB TRAFFIC IN MILITARY MATTERS -PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW OFFICIALLY ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO BECOME THE PERMANENT HOME OF U-S SPACE COMMAND.  FOR NOW IT'S JUST THE TEMPORARY HOME, BUT LOCAL LEADERS ARE LOBBYING TO KEEP THE TITLE, FOR THE THOUSANDS OF NEW MILITARY AND CIVILIAN JOBS IT WOULD CREATE.  DOZENS OF CITIES WERE IN THE RUNNING, SO THIS IS AN IMPORTANT STEP.  THE OTHER CONTENDERS ARE LOCATED IN ALABAMA, TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, FLORIDA, AND NEBRASKA. COMING UP, COLORADO LAW ENFORCEMENT RAMPS UP FOR THE HOLIDAYS.  HEAR THE NUMBERS BEHIND HOLIDAY D-U-I'S
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			 			[5:28:32 AM] [0:27] "BUT WE ALL NEED TO DO OUR PART SO WE CAN GET OUT AND SKI AND ENJOY THE MOUNTAINS THIS WINTER.  AT MONARCH MOUNTAIN, KERJAN BIANCA, KRDO NEWSCHANNEL 13.  COLORADO SPRINGS GETS ANOTHER STEP CLOSER TO KEEPING THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS HERE IN TOWN, WHO ELSE IS STILL IN THE RUNNING?  COMING UP NEXT.  BUT FIRST, LIGHTING UP THE GRITTLE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE SPRINGS THIS MORNING MIA VILLANUEVA IS LIVE AT IN AND OUT BURGER FOR THEIR GRAND OPENING. 
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			 			[4:46:27 AM] [0:36]  GODWILL, IN MILITARY MATTERS -PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW OFFICIALLY ONE OF SIX FINALISTS TO BECOME THE PERMANENT HOME OF U-S SPACE COMMAND.  IT'S CURRENTLY THE TEMPORARY HOME, AND LOCAL LEADERS HAVE LOBBIED TO KEEP THE TITLE, FOR THE THOUSANDS OF NEW MILITARY AND CIVILIAN JOBS IT WOULD CREATE.  DOZENS OF CITIES WERE IN THE RUNNING, SO THIS IS AN IMPORTANT STEP.  THE OTHER POSSIBLE CANDIDATE CITIES ARE LOCATED IN ALABAMA, TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, FLORIDA, AND NEBRASKA.  LAST NIGHT WE SAW CARS LINING UP FOR THE NEW IN N OUT BURGER IN COLORADO SPRINGS, CHECK IT OUT THIS WAS AROUND MIDNIGHT, AND KRDO NEWSCHANNEL 13'S MIA VILLANUEVA WILL HAVE LIVE THIS MORNING OF THE GRAND OPENING, AFTER THE BREAK, PUEBLO POLICE BUST AN ILLEGAL GROW OPERATION.  TAKE A LOOK INSIDE THE HOME FILLED WITH MORE THAN 200 MARIJUANA PLANTS, NEXT.  AND LATER, ITS THE MOMENT COLORADANS HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR TODAY MARKS THE GRAND OPENING FOR IN AND OUT BURGER IN COLORADO SPRINGS.  AND IT'S ALREADY DRAWIN
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			 			Pentagon Narrows List for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS to Six Locations  Six locations are in the running to be the permanent HEADQUARTERS for the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, Stars and Stripes reported Thursday.  The Air Force named the finalists as Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO, Port San Antonio in Texas and Redstone Arsenal in Alabama, the news outlet reported. A final decision is expected in early 2021. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Ann Stefanek, a spokeswoman for the service, told Stars and Stripes. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." The home base for SPACE COMMAND will house about 1,400 military and civilians, the news outlet reported. SpaceCom, established in August 2019 to oversee and control the U.S. military's space-based infrastructure and operations, has been temporarily housed at Peterson AFB in COLORADO Springs. Air Force officials expect it could take about six years to build the facilities necessary to house U.S. SPACE COMMAND once a location is chosen, Stars and Stripes reported. Space Force, like all military services, is HEADQUARTERED at the Pentagon and is led by Gen. Jay Raymond.  2020 Newsmax. 
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			 			[8:58:37 PM] [1:52]  THE C-DC ANNOUNCED NEW GUIDELINES FOR THANKSGIVING, ADVISING PEOPLE NOT TO TRAVEL.  DEVELOPING, A 65-YEAR-OLD INMATE FROM THE FREMONT CORRECTIONAL FACILITY DIES, ACCORDING TO THE COLORADO DEPARTNT OF CORRECTIONS.  WHILE THE INMATE WAS ÁNOT EXHIBITING COVID-19 SYMPTOMS, AS PART OF STANDARD PROTOCOL, CLINICAL STAFF CHECKED HIM JUST PRIOR TO HIS SUDDEN DEATH.  AN AUTOPSY WILL NOW BE PERFORMED, AND THE CORONER WILL DETERMINE AN OFFICIAL CAUSE OF DEATH.  IN MILITARY NEWS PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE HAS BEEN SELECTED AS ONE OF THE SIX FINALISTS FOR THE PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  FOX21'S COURTNEY FROMM JOINS US LIVE FROM HER HOME.  COURTNEY EXCITING NEWS FOR THE CITY.  SCOTT AND TAYLOR, YES AND MAYOR JOHN SUTHERS SAYS ITS EXCITING NEWS FOR THE STATE, AS COLORADO SPRINGS IS NOW THE ONLY CITY IN COLORADO AS A FINALIST "COLORADO SPRINGS HAS BEEN SLEECTED HAS BEEN MOVED FORWARD IN THE SELCTION PROCESS FOR THE PERMNANAT HOHOM FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND" FROM 40. TO 6, PETEON AIR FORCE BASE KEEPING THEIR HAT IN THE RING TO BECOME THE POSSIBLE PERMANANT HOME OF THE US SPACE COMMAND, "WE HAVE SAID FROM THE BEGINNING THAT IF YOU LOOK AT THE CRITERIA THE ARI FORCE ISSUED WE FEEL WE ARE ETREMELY WELL POSITIONED" PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, IS. THE CURRENT SHORT TERM HOST, MAYOR JOHN SUTHERS SAYS SAYS THE TRANSITION TO PERMNANT WOULD BE EFFORTLESS. "OBVIOUSLY WITH NO ADDITONAL EXPENSE THAT WOULD BE INVOLED IF THEY HAD TO MOVE SOMEWHERE ELSE" SOMETHING UNIQUE COLORADO SPRINGS HAS IS THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY JURIGHT ACROSS I-25, "THERE IS TREMENDOUS ENERGY WITH CADETS ALLOWING TO BE INVOVLED IN INTERNSHIPS IN THE SPACE FORCE THEY ARE GOING TO GO INTO.  THERE ARE A FEW MORE STEPS, THE CITY IS EXPECTING ANOTHER QUESTIONNAIRE, A SITE VISIT, AND A VIRTUAL PRESENTATION, MAYOR SUTHERS SAYS THEY'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE FINAL DECISION, "IT WOULD MEAN 1500 ACTIVITY DUTY TROOPS IN ADDITION TO THE 40 THOUSAND WE HAVE HERE ALREADY A FINAL DECISION ON A. FINAL DECISION ON THE PERMANENT HOME WILL BE MADE IN EARLY 2021, REPORTING LIVE IN COLORAD SPRINGS IM COURTNEY FROMM FOR FOX21 NEWS, STILL AHEAD TONIGHT ON FOX21 NEWS AT 9 BUILDING ON HIS OFFICIAL LEAD. 
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			 FOX 21 Morning News			Nov 20 2020 07:30AM MT 


			 


			 			[7:56:03 AM] [4:04]  YEAH WE'RE CONCERNED, WE'LL GO BACK AND MAKE SOME PREPARATIONS TO SEEEE WHAT WE'D EVACUATE.  WE HAVE PRETTY GOOD IDEA ANYWAY, WE'RE USUALLY PRETTY PREPARED.  OVERNIGHT, A GROUP OF FIREFIGHTERS CONTINUED TO MONITOR HOT SPOTS, SPOTS, THE CAUSE OF THE FIRE IS STILL UNDER INVESTIGATION, AND WE ARE EXPECTING AN UPDATE SOMETIME TODAY FROM THE COLORADO SPRINGS FIRE DEPARTMENT, SO STICK K WITH FOX21 NEWS DOT COM FOR THE VERY LATEST.  DEVELOPING RIGHT NOW, A MAN WANTED IN CONNECTION WITH HUMAN REMAINS FOUND IN CONEJOS COUNTY IS NOW IN CUSTODY, AROUND 3PM ON THURSDAY, 26-YEAR-OLD ADRE BAROZ, ALSO KNOWN AS "PSYCHO", WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY AT A MOTEL IN GALLUP, NEW MEXICO, BAROZ WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY WITHOUT INCIDENT AND WILL. BE TRANSPORTED TO THE MCKINLEY COUNTY DETENTION CENTER IN GALLUP, HE'S FACING CHARGES IN COLORADO OF FIRST-DEGREE HOMICIDE, FIRST-DEGREE ASSAULT, AND SECOND-DEGREE KIDNAPPING, NOW THE LATEST, AS WE NOW KNOW THE NAME OF THE WOMAN WHO WAS KILLED IN A SHOOTING AT AN EASTERN COLORADO SPRINGS MOTEL WEDNESDAY.  THE VICTIM HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS 27-YEAR-OLD, REBECCA SMITH OF COLORADO SPRINGS.  THE SHOOTING HAPPENED WEDNESDAY MORNING AT THE RODEWAY INN ON NORTH MURRAY BOULEVARD, WHEN POLICE ARRIVED, THEY FOUND SMITH DEAD INSIDE A HOTEL ROOM, AND A MAN WITH AN APPARENT GUNSHOT WOUND, RIGHT NOW THE CASE IS BEING INVESTIGATED AS A HOMICIDE, THIS IS THE 34TH HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION IN COLORADO SPRINGS THIS. YEAR, AT THIS TIME LAST YEAR, THERE WERE 24, ALSO, DETECTIVES IN PUEBLO HAVE ARRESTED A TEEN, IN CONNECTION TO A SHOOTING HALLOWEEN NIGHT. 19-YEAR-OLD, RAYMOND BENCOMO WAS BOOKED INTO THE PUEBLO COUNTY DETENTION CENTER FOR ATTEMPTED FIRST-DEGREE MURDER, POLICE SAY THE SHOOTING HAPPENED NEAR EAST 11TH STREET, AFTER THEY RECEIVED A CALL ABOUT A MAN AT PARKVIEW MEDICAL CENTER WITH MULTIPLE GUNSHOT WOUNDS, THE VICTIM SUFFERED SERIOUS BODILY INJURY, IN A FOX21. SAFETY ALERT, THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORATION AND COLORADO STATE PATROL IS RAMPING UP D-UI ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS DURING THE WEEK OF THANKSGIVING.  THE D-UI ENFORCEMENT PERIOD STARTS TODAY AND LASTS UNTIL NOVEMBER 30TH.  DURING LAST YEARS THANKSGIVING ENFORCEMENT PERIOD, 99 STATEWIDE AGENCIES ARRESTED 430 IMPAIRED DRIVERS.  SO FAR IN 2020, JUST OVER 57-HUNDRED D-UI ARRESTS HAVE BEEN MADE.  C-DOT IS ENCOURAGING EVERYONE TO LIMIT SOCIAL GATHERINGS DUE TO COVID, BUT IF YOU DO PLAN ON LEAVING HOME AND HAVING A DRINK, MAKE SURE YOU ARRANGE A RIDE HOME.  MORE NEWS ACROSS COLORADO, AS SUMMIT COUNTYTY IS ONE OF MORE THAN A DOZEN TODAY, MOVING TO LEVEL RED ON THE STATE'S COVID-19 DIAL, WITH NEW LIMITATIONS ON CAPACITY FOR BUILDINGS, THE TOWN OF BRECKENRIDGE WANTS VISITORSTO BUY SUPPLIES AHEAD OF TIME, TO AVOID PUTTING ADDITIONAL PRESSURE ON LOCAL STORES.  SUMMIT COUNTY HAS ALSO PUT FURTHER RESTRICTIONS ON RETAIL PROPERTIES, LIMITING SHORT TERM RENTALS TO FAMILIES WITH THE SAME ADDRESS.  ALL MULTI-FAMILY BOOKING MUST BE CHANGED OR CANCELED.  BUT IT IS UP TO THE PROPERTY OWNERS AND RENTERS TO ENFORCE IT.  THE ONLY THING WE CAN REALLY DO IS ASK PEOPLE, ARE YOU A SINGLE HOUSEHOLD?  THIS IS THE NEW POLICY, AND TRUST THEY ARE HONEST WITH US.  US.  SUMMIT COUNTY IS ENCOURGING PEOPLE AND NEIGHBORS TO REPORT A SHORT-TERM RENTAL UNIT IF THEY FEEL A HOME IS NOT FOLLOWING THE SINGLE FAMILY RULE, IF CAUGHT, BOTH THE PROPERTY OWNERS AND RENTERS COULD BE FINED, IN SOME BIG MILITARY NEWS, COLORADO SPRINGS IS NOW A FINALIST IN BECOMING THE PERMANENT. HOME OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  THE U-S AIR FORCE MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT THURSDAY, THE SPRINGS MAKING THE CUT AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF EVALUATING CRITERIA SUBMITTED BY 40 COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NATION, IN MAY PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE WAS MADE THE PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF SPACE COMMAND FOR AT LEAST SIX YEARS, A FINAL DECISION ON THE PERMANENT. HOME WILL BE MADE IN EARLY 2021, NEXT WEEK, THE AIR FORCE WILL ANNOUNCE DETAILS OF THE NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS, RIGHT NOW, THE NUMBER ONE PLACE IN THE NATION TO GO NUMBER ONE OR TWO, IS LOCATED RIGHT HERE IN COLORADO SPRINGS.  COLORADO SPRINGS.  LOCATED IN BANCROFT PARK THIS RESTROOM IS THE WINNER OF THE 2020 AMERICA'S BEST RESTROOM CONTEST BY SINTOSS


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  9,863   			 Ad Value:  $50   			 Calc Ad Value:  $400   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $1,200   			 Runtime:  4:00   			 








			 


			 


			 50. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 KXRM   Market: Colorado Springs-Pueblo, CO (82) 
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			 			[6:58:19 AM] [1:47]  MORE NEWS ACROSS COLORADO, AS SUMMIT COUNTY IS ONE OF MORE THAN A DOZEN TODAY, MOVING TO LEVEL RED ON THE STATE'S COVID-19 DIAL, WITH NEW LIMITATIONS ON CAPACITY FOR BUILDINGS, THE TOWN OF BRECKENRIDGE WANTS VISITORS TO BUY SUPPLIES AHEAD OF TIME, TO AVOID PUTTING ADDITIONAL PRESSURE ON LOCAL. STORES.  SUMMIT COUNTY HAS ALSO PUT FURTHER RESTRICTIONS ON RETAIL PROPERTIES, LIMITING SHORT TERM RENTALS TO FAMILIES WITH THE SAME ADDRESS.  ALL MULTI-FAMILY BOOKING MUST BE CHANGED OR CANCELED.  BUT IT IS UP TO THE PROPERTY OWNERS AND RENTERS TO ENFORCE IT.  THE ONLY THING WE CAN REALLY DO IS ASK PEOPLE, ARE YOU A SINGLE HOUSEHOLD?  THIS IS THE NEPOLICY, AND TRUST THEY ARE HONEST WITH US.  US.  SUMMIT COUNTY IS ENCOURGING PEOPLE AND NEIGHBORS TO REPORT A SHORT-TERM RENTAL UNIT IF THEY FEEL A HOMES NOT FOLLOWING THE SINGLE FAMILY RURULE, IF CAUGHT, BOTH THE PROPERTY OWNERS AND RENTERS COULD BE FINED, IN SOME BIG MILITARY NEWS, COLORADO SPRINGS IS NOW A FINALIST IN BECOMING THE PERMANENT HOME. OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  THE U-S AIR FORCE MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT THURSDAY, THE SPRINGS MAKING THE CUT AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF EVALUATING CRITERIA SUBMITTED BY 40 COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NATION, IN MAY PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE WAS MADE THE PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF SPACE COMMAND FOR AT LEAST SIX YEARS, A FINAL DECISION ON THE PERMANENT. HOME WILL BE MADE IN EARLY 2021, NEXT WEEK, THE AIR FORCE WILL ANNOUNCE DETAILS OF THE NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS, RIGHT NOW, THE NUMBER ONE PLACE IN THE NATION TO GO NUMBER ONE OR TWO, IS LOCATED RIGHT RE IN COLORADO SPRINGS.  LOCATED IN BANCROFT PARK THIS RESTROOM IS THE WINNER OF THE 2020 AMERICA'S BEST RESTROOM CONTEST BY SINTOSS
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			 			[5:58:08 AM] [2:25]  THEY ARE HONEST WITH US.  US.  SUMMIT COUNTY IS ENCOURGING PEOPLE AND NEIGHBORS TO REPORT A SHORT-TERM RENTAL UNIT IF THEY FEEL A HOME IS NOT FOLLOWING THE SINGLE FAMILY RULE, IF CAUGHT, BOTH THE PROPERTY OWNERS AND RENTERS COULD BE FINED, IN SOME BIG MILITARY NEWS, COLORADO SPRINGS IS NOW A FINALIST IN BECOMING THE PERMANENT. HOME OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  THE U-S AIR FORCE MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT THURSDAY, THE SPRINGS MAKING THE CUT AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF EVALUATING CRITERIA SUBMITTED BY 40 COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NATION, GOVERNOR JARED POLIS RESPONDED TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "U.  S. SPACE COMMAND SHOULD STAY HERE WHERE IT HAS ALREADY FOUND A HOME AMONG OUR STRONG MILITARY COMMUNITY, THRIVING AEROSPACE INDUSTRY, AND WORLD-CLASS ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH INSTITUTI.  INSTITUTIONS, THE OVERWHELMING BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR SPACE COMMAND AND OUR PROUD MILITARY HERITAGE MAKE COLORADO THE VERY BEST PLACE FOR SPACE COMMAND.  COLORADO SPRINGS MAYOR JOHN SUTHERS ALSO RESPONDING SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "COLORADO SPRINGS IS WITHOUT QUESTION THE IDEAL LOCATION TO SERVE AS THE PERMANENT HOME OF U.S.  SPACE COMMAND CONSIDERING OUR INCREDIBLE QUALITY OF LIFE, LIFE, FIVE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, SIGNIFICANT EXISTING TALENT BASE, AND EXPERIENCE AS A COMMUNITY THAT HAS LONG SUPPORTED THE U.S.  ARMED FORCES.  AND CONGRESSMAN DOUG LAMBORN ALSO ISSUING A STATEMENT SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "WHILE THE OTHER FINALIST INSTALLATIONS HAVE A GREAT DEAL TO FER, NONE OF THEM ARE AS LASER-FOCUSED ON SPACE WARFIGHTING AS COLORADO SPRINGS, WITH THE COMPLEX AND EXPENSIVE INFRASTRUCTURE AND SKILLED PERSONNEL ALREADY IN PLACE, COLORADO IS THE ONLY. LOGICAL CHOICE FOR THE PERMANENT HOME FOR U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  IN MAY PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE WAS MADE THE PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF SPACE COMMAND FOR AT LEAST SIX YEARS, A FINAL DECISION ON THE PERMANENT HOME WILL BE MADE IN EARLY 2021, NEXT WEEK, THE AIR FORCE WILL ANNOUNCE DETAILS OF THE NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS, ALSO IN COLORADO SPRINGS, THE. FIFTH AND FINAL SEASON OF 2-C PAVING IN COLORADO SPRINGS
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			 			[4:58:01 AM] [3:55]  A SHORT-TERM RENTAL UNIT IF THEY FEEL A HOME IS NOT FOLLOWING THE SINGLE FAMILY RULE, IF CAUGHT, BOTH THE PROPERTY OWNERS AND RENTERS COULD BE FINED, IN SOME BIG MILIRY NEWS, COLORADO SPRINGS IS NOW A FINALIST IN BECOMING THE PERMANENT HOME OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND.  THE U-S AIR FORCE MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT THURSDAY, THE SPRINGS MAKING THE CUT AFTE SEVERAL MONTHS OF EVALUATING CRITIA SUBMITTED BY 40 COMMUNSUIES ACROSS THE GOVERNOR JARED POLIS RESPONDED TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "U.  S. SPACE COMMAND SHOULD STAY ANHERE WHERE IT HAS ALREADY FOUND A HOME AMONG OUR STRONG MILITARY COMMUNY, THRIVING AEROSPACE INDUSTRY, AND WORLD-CLASS ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH INSTITUTI.  INSTITUTIONS, THE OVERELMING BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR SPACE COMMAND AND OUR PROUD MILITARY HERITAGE MAKE COLORADO THE VERY BEST KE PLACE FOR SPACE COMMAND.  COLORADO SPRINGS MAYOR JOHN SUTHERS ALSO RESPONDING SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "COLORADO SPRINGS IS WITHOUT QUESTION THE IDEAL LOCATION TO SERVE AS THE PERMANENT HOME OF U.S.  SPACE COMMAND CONSIDERING OUR INCREDIBLE QUALITY OF LIFE, LIFE, FIVE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, ONGNIFICANT EXISTING TALENT BASE, AND E. EXPERIENCE AS A COMMUNITY THAT HAS LONG SUPPORTED THE U.S.  ARMED FORCES.  AND CONGRESSMAN DOUG LAMBORN ALSO ISSUING A STATEMENT SAYING IN PART QUOTE: "WHILE THE OTHER FINALIST INSTALLATIONS HAVE A GREAT DEAL TO OFFER, NONE OF THEM ARE AS LASER-FOCUSED ON SPACE WARFIGHTING AS COLORADO SPRING, WITH THE COMPLEX AND EXPENSIVE INFRASTRUCTURE AND IVILLED PERSONNEL ALREADY IN PLACE, COLORADO IS THE ONLY. LOGICAL CHOICE FOR THE PERMANENT HOME FOR U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  IN MAY PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE WAS MADE THE PROVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF SPACE COMMAND FOR AT LEAST SIX YEARS, A FINAL DECISION ON THE PERMANENT HOME WILL BE MADE IN EARLY 2021, NEXT WEEK, THE AIR FORCE WILL ANNOUNCE DETAILS OF THE NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS, THE FIFTH AND FINAL SEASON. OF 2-C PAVING IN COLORADO SPRINGS HAS NOW COME TO A CLOSE.  CITYWIDE A TOTAL OF ONE-THOUSAND-74 LANE MILES HAVE BEEN REPAVEIL, VOTERS APPROVED TO TEEXTEND THE PROGRAM IN 2019, MEANING 2-C PAVING WILL CONTINUE FOR ANOTHER FIVE YEARS AT A LOWER SALES TAX RATE, THE SALES X HAS COLLECTED MORE THAN 50-MILLION DOLLARS ANUALLY, AND IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE. COLLECTION OF THAT AMOUNT, DESPITE THE LOWER RATE.  RIGHT NOW, THE NUMBER ONE PLACE IN THE NATION TO GO NUMBER ONE OR TWO, IS LOCATED RIGHT HERE IN COLORADO SPRINGS.  LOCATED IN BANCROFT PARK NC THIS RESTROOIS THE WINNER OF ISTHE 2020 AMERICA'S BEST RESTROOM STCONTEST BY SINTOSS CORPORATION CINTAS CORPORATION.  THIS GOLDEN THRONE BEAT OUT TEN OTHER RESTROOMS ACROSS THE U NATION BASED ON CLEANLINESS, VISUAL APPEAL, AND INNOVATION, THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS CAN NOW CROWN THEIR GOLDEN THRONE WITH PRIZES FROM SINTOSS CINTAS, INCLUDING MORE THAN TWO-THOUSAND WODOLLARS IN PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR RESTRO CLEANINING OR FACILITY MAGEMENT, CHARLIE. BROWN IS BACK, JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON.  LATER ON THIS HOUR, WHEN AND WHERE YOU CAN CATCH THE THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS SPECIALS, ALSO, INJURIES CONTINUE TO PLAGUE THE DENVER BRONCOS, BUT IF IT WERE UP TO THEIR QUARTERBACK, HE'D BE FACING OFF AGAINST THE DOLPHINS ON SUNDAY WITH NO QUES. 
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			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:43PM MT 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, Col. Todd Benson, the U.S. Air Force Central Command director of space forces, center, leads airmen through their enlistment ceremony as they became members of the Space Force at Al-Udeid Air Base, Qatar, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020. Space Force, the first new U.S. military service since the creation of the Air Force in 1947, now has some 20 members stationed at the Qatari base in its first foreign deployment. (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in Florida, and Peterson AFB in COLORADO, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. Port San Antonio was home to the former Kelly Air Force Base and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in COLORADO, Florida lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include Florida on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue - Florida was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in COLORADO, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in Florida, reflecting successful lobbying by the Florida delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, Florida; COLORADO Springs, COLORADO; Huntsville, Alabama; and San Antonio, Texas. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:16PM MT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. "We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in New Mexico. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets.
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			 			[5:26:51 PM] [1:25]  THE STEEP COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH DEALING WITH SEEABLE CHANGE AND CLIMATE CHANGE IN GENERAL ARE GOING TO BE HAD TO BE BORNE BY EVERYBODY, NOT JUST THE PEOPLE ON THE COAST.  IDENTICAL TWIN THESE SENTINAL SIX B WILL BE LAUNCHED IN 2025 .COLORADO SPRINGS IS ON THE SHORTLIST TO BE THE PERMANENT HOME FOR U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE COMPETITION EXPANDED TO ABOUT 40 OTHER CITIES BACK IN AUGUST.  NOW IT'S BACK TO JUST SIX CITIES.  THE MAYOR OF COLORADO SPRINGS SAYS THE CITY OFFERS FIVE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AND EXISTING TALENT BASE AND THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO COLORADO SPRINGS UCSC S. THEY PLAN TO ADD ASTRONAUTICAL ENGINEERING DEGREE IN 2020 TOO. WE FEEL THAT WE'RE EXTREMELY WELL POSITIONED, TREMENDOUS SYNERGY IN TERMS OF AIR FORCE ACADEMY CADETS BEING ABLE TO BE INVOLVED.  WE COULD TRANSITION TO BEING THE PERMANENT HOME OF A U.S.  SPACE COMMAND WITH VERY LEFT BEFORE A FINAL DECISION.  THERE MUST BE AN IN-DEPTH QUESTIONNAIRE AT A SITE VISIT GOVERNOR JARED POLIS AND MAYOR JOHN SUTHERS WILL ALSO NEED TO GIVE A VIRTUAL PRESENTATION PERMAMENT SITE IS EXPECTED TO BE ANNOUNCED IN JANUARY.  THERE IS GOING TO WORK IN HELPING TO CONVINCE AND PERSUADE PEOPLE THAT THESE ARE SAFE. 
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			 Suthers: Colorado Springs well-positioned to keep Space Command headquarters			Nov 21 2020 12:55AM MT 


			 


			 			Suthers: COLORADO Springs well-positioned to keep SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  The Air Force SPACE COMMAND is based at PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs.  Author: Wayne Heilman
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			 Colorado Springs is among finalists for permanent location of Space Command			Nov 21 2020 01:26AM MT 


			 


			 			COLORADO Springs is among finalists for permanent location of SPACE COMMAND  COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (KKTV)  COLORADO Springs is currently home to the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, and is now one of the finalists for the permanent location.  On Thursday, the COLORADO Springs Chamber announced PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE is on the shortlist that includes Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque and bases in Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and Texas. On May 15, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE was notified that it would remain the provisional HEADQUARTERS of USSPACECOM for at least six years. "COLORADO Springs is without question the ideal location to serve as the permanent home of U.S. SPACE COMMAND considering our incredible quality of life, five military installations, significant existing talent base, and experience as a community that has long supported the U.S. Armed Forces. Along with these assets, we also already have the infrastructure to house this operation, and much of USSPACECOM's future leadership will be trained right here at the U.S. Air Force Academy. I commend the COLORADO Springs Chamber & EDC on its tireless work in continuing this bid process, and look forward to the announcement in January," says Mayor John Suthers. USSPACECOM will employ approximately 1,400 space professionals. Funding for a new HEADQUARTERS building will add between $500 million and $1 billion in MILCON, or military construction investment, to the community.  Author: Tony Keith
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			 			[5:58:01 AM] [1:29]  IN MILITARY NEWS PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE HAS BEEN PICKED AS ONE OF THE SIX FINALISTS FOR THE PERMANENT ARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  FOX 21'S COURNTEY FROMM TELLS US WHAT'S NEXT. "COLORADO SPRINGS HAS BEEN SLEECTED HAS BEEN MOVED FORWARD IN THE SELCTION PROCESS FOR THE PERMNANAT HOME FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND" FROM 40 TO 6, PETERSON AIR FORCRC SE KEEPING THEIR HAT IN THE RING KEEPING THEIR HAT IN THE RING TO BECOME THE POSSIBLE PERMANANT HOME OF THE US SPACE. COMMAND, "WE HAVE SAID FROM THE BEGINNING THAT IF YOU LOOK AT THE CRITERIA THE ARI FORCE ISSUED WE FEEL WE ARE ETREMELY WELL POSITIONED" PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, IS THE CURRENT SHORT TERM HOST, MAYOR JOHN SUTHERS SAYS SAYS THE TRANSITION TO PERMNANT WOULD BE EFFORTLESS. "OBVIOUSLY WITH NO ADDITONAL EXPENSE THAT WOULD BE INVOLED IF THEY HAD TO MOVE SOMEWHERE ELSE" SOMETHING UNIQUE COLORADO SPRINGS HAS IS THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY JURIGHT ACROSS I-25, "THERE IS TREMENDOUS ENERGY WITH CADETS ALLOWING TO BE INVOVLED IN INTERNSHIPS IN THE SPACE FORCE THEY ARE GOING TO GO INTO.  THERE ARE A FEW MORE STEPS, THE CITY IS EXPECTING ANOTHER QUESTIONNAIRE, A SITE VISIT, AND A VIRTUAL PRESENTATION, MAYOR SUTHERS SAYS THEY'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE FINAL DECISION, "IT WOULD MEAN 1500 ACTIVITY DUTY TROOPS IN ADDITION TO THE 40 THOUSAND WE HAVE HERE ALREADY A FINAL DECISION ON THE. PERMANENT HOME WILL BE MADE IN EARLY 2021, COMING UP ON FOX 21 NEWS-MEXICO REACHING A GRIM NEW MILESTONE IN THEIR FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19. 
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			 			[4:58:06 AM] [1:41]  A WEEK AGO, GET TESTED TODAY AND GET A NEGATIVE.  DEVELOPING RIGHT NOW, A 65-YEAR-OLD INMATE FROM THE FREMONT CORRECTIONAL FACILITY DIES, ACCORDING TO THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS.  WHILE THE INMATE WAS ÁNOT EXHIBITING COVID-19 SYMPTOMS, STAFF CHECKED HIM JUST PRIOR TO HIS DEATH.  AN AUTOPSY WILL NOW BE PERFORMED, AND THE CORONER WILL DETERMINE AN OFFICIAL CAUSE OF DEATH.  IN MILITARY NEWS PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE HAS BEEN PICKED AS ONE OF THE SIX FINALISTS FOR THE PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  FOX 21'S COURNTEY FROMM TELLS US WHAT'S NEXT IN THE PROCESS. "COLORADO SPRINGS HAS BEEN SLEECTED HAS BEEN MOVED FORWARD IN THE SELCTION PROCESS FOR THE PERMNANAT HOME FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND" FROM 40 TO 6, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE KEEPING THEIR HAT IN THE RING TO BECOME THE POSSIBLE PERMANANT HOME OF THE US SPACE COMMAND, "WE HAVE SAID FROM THE. BEGINNING THAT IF YOU LOOK AT THE CRITERIA THE ARI FORCE ISSUED WE FEEL WE ARE ETREMELY WELL POSITIONED" PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, IS THE CURRENT SHORT TERM HOST, MAYOR JOHN SUTHERS SAYS SAYS THE TRANSITION TO PERMNANT WOULD BE EFFORTLESS. "OBVIOUSLY WITH NO ADDITONAL EXPENSE THAT WOULD BE INVOLED IF THEY HAD TO MOVE SOMEWHERE ELSE" SOMETHING UNIQUE COLORADO SPRINGS HAS IS THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY JURIGHT ACROSS I-25, "THERE IS TREMENDOUS ENERGY WITH CADETS ALLOWING TO BE INVOVLED IN INTERNSHIPS IN THE SPACE FORCE THEY ARE GOING TO GO INTO.  THERE ARE A FEW MORE STS, THE CITY IS EXPECTING ANOTHER QUESTIONNAIRE, A SITE VISIT, AND A VIRTUAL PRESENTATION, MAYOR SUTHERS SAYS THEY'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE FINAL DECISION, "IT WOULD MEAN 1500 ACTIVITY DUTY TROOPS IN ADDITION TO THE 40 THOUSAND WE HAVE HERE ALREADY A FINAL DECISION ON THE. PERMANENT HOME WILL BE MADE IN EARLY 2021, COMING UP ON FOX 21 NEWS-MEXICO REACHING A GRIM NEW MILESTONE IN THEIR FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19. 
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			 9News Sunday Morning			Nov 22 2020 07:30AM MT 


			 


			 			[7:42:11 AM] [0:32]  COLORADO SPRINGS IS ON THE SHORT LIST TO BE THE PERMANENT HOME FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE COMPETITION EXPANDED TO ABOUT 40 OTHER CITIES IN AUGUST.  NOW IT'S BACK TO JUST SIX CITIES.  THE MAYOR OF COLORADO SPRINGS SAYS THAT THE CITY OFFERS FIVE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AN EXISTING TALLIT BASE AND THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS.  PLANS TO ADD AN ASTRONOMICAL ENGINEERING DEGREE IN 2022.  NOW BEFORE A FINAL DECISION, THERE MUST BE AN IN-DEPTH QUESTIONNAIRE AND A SITE VISIT. 
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			 			Five Reasons Why COLORADO Should Land U.S. SPACE COMMAND  The Air Force ought to pick COLORADO as the permanent home of SPACE COMMAND. U.S. SPACE COMMAND  The Air Force recently announced that it had selected six finalists, including PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE in COLORADO Springs, in its search for the permanent HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND. Both COLORADO Springs and Aurora had been vying to land SPACE COMMAND. Aurora's Buckley Air Force Base didn't make the cut, however, and that leaves Peterson in competition with bases LOCATED in New Mexico, Nebraska, Florida, Texas and Alabama. Whichever state wins will receive a massive, long-term injection into its economy through both projects and jobs. The Air Force is set to make a final decision in January; in the meantime, here are five reasons why COLORADO is the clear choice for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: It's already here Since fall 2019, the temporary HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, which coordinates operations that focus on space among America's various military branches, has been LOCATED at PETERSON AIR FORCE. BASE. The current commander of SPACE COMMAND has already started setting down roots in the COLORADO Springs area. In its application to the Air Force, COLORADO Springs stressed that the city had laid the groundwork for many military bases, and a permanent SPACE COMMAND could take advantage of that, saving both money and time for the government. Cold War history The original SPACE COMMAND was started during the Cold War in 1985, when it was HEADQUARTERED at Peterson; it was shut down in 2002, only to be reactivated by President Donald Trump. While the U.S. may not be involved in another cold war, the idea of a revived SPACE COMMAND sure makes it feel that way. And whether it's the North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) or a missile factory, COLORADO'S military and defense industry installations have very strong Cold War ties. The state was an ideal location for these types of facilities during those tense times with the Soviets: COLORADO was far from the coasts, and thus further away from a potential missile or bomber attack - and the state's central location allowed for communication with satellites over both the Atlantic and Europe, and. over the Pacific and Asia. Location, location, location. Conspiracy theory infrastructure Military installations that involve space naturally give rise to wild ideas about alien experiments and crazy government plots. From the tunnels under Denver International Airport to the UFO Watchtower in the San Luis Valley, COLORADO already has the infrastructure in place for the inevitable conspiracy theories about SPACE COMMAND. If the HEADQUARTERS lands here, the commander should set as a top priority figuring out what the hell was going on with those drones that were flying over the eastern part of the state a year ago. And then there are those cattle mutilations. Aerospace Alley In late October, COLORADO aerospace industry stakeholders announced the "Aerospace Alley" initiative, created "in an effort to celebrate the aerospace and aviation innovation underway across the State of COLORADO. While the Aerospace Alley name is clearly a ripoff of Silicon Valley, the attempt to brand the Front Range's space industry. underscores the fact that COLORADO is one of the country's top states for space assets. In fact, COLORADO has the largest aerospace industry per capita out of all the states, and even without taking population size into account, it comes in second overall to California. Such a robust aerospace industry should prove fertile ground for SPACE COMMAND to establish local partnerships.  Author: Conor McCormick-Cavanagh
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			 Florida named finalist for US Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 11:28PM ET 


			 


			 			FLORIDA named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) - After first being shunned, FLORIDA is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the U.S. Air Force announced Thursday.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE in Brevard County is one of six finalists for the HEADQUARTERS of the military's space operations. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and FLORIDA wasn't on the list. But the Air Force restarted the selection process because of complaints that it hadn't been transparent enough. "It was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue  FLORIDA was completely excluded," U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said in a phone interview. "FLORIDA was out of it. I mean, we were done." But with the new look at sites to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, FLORIDA is now in the running. The presence of NASA, private space companies like SpaceX and Blue Origin, universities that focus on engineering, the military presence in central FLORIDA and the Cape Canaveral launch pads will make FLORIDA competitive, Waltz said. "It's just a no-brainer for FLORIDA to be in the final consideration," said Waltz, a Republican who is on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees. "Space is in our DNA. It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." The other locations on the final list are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. About 60 locations in 24 states were being considered for the HEADQUARTERS, according to Waltz and the Air Force. Officials will visit each of the six finalist sites and make a decision on where the HEADQUARTERS will be in mid-January, Waltz said. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, in a statement sent by text from a spokesman, said, "FLORIDA remains the world's premiere gateway to space, and with our state's long history of supporting our nation's efforts in space, FLORIDA provides the perfect location for this new HEADQUARTERS. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio also touted the state's space industry in a news release after the decision was announced. "FLORIDA'S Space Coast has been America's gateway to the stars for decades, and FLORIDA'S robust, rapidly growing and innovative commercial space industry, in partnership with NASA, is continuing to build off this historic legacy," Rubio said. Copyright 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  471,358   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $881   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $2,643   			 Word Count:  426   			 Average Stay:  115.27   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  18,412   			 Page Views:  7,235,366   








			 


			 


			 2. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 The Bradenton Herald   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 Florida named finalist for US Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:43PM ET 


			 


			 			FLORIDA named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  After first being shunned, FLORIDA is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the U.S. Air Force announced Thursday.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE in Brevard County is one of six finalists for the HEADQUARTERS of the military's space operations. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and FLORIDA wasn't on the list. But the Air Force restarted the selection process because of complaints that it hadn't been transparent enough. "It was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue  FLORIDA was completely excluded," U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said in a phone interview. "FLORIDA was out of it. I mean, we were done." But with the new look at sites to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, FLORIDA is now in the running. The presence of NASA, private space companies like SpaceX and Blue Origin, universities that focus on engineering, the military presence in central FLORIDA and the Cape Canaveral launch pads will make FLORIDA competitive, Waltz said. "It's just a no-brainer for FLORIDA to be in the final consideration," said Waltz, a Republican who is on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees. "Space is in our DNA. It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." The other locations on the final list are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. About 60 locations in 24 states were being considered for the HEADQUARTERS, according to Waltz and the Air Force. Officials will visit each of the six finalist sites and make a decision on where the HEADQUARTERS will be in mid-January, Waltz said. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, in a statement sent by text from a spokesman, said, "FLORIDA remains the world's premiere gateway to space, and with our state's long history of supporting our nation's efforts in space, FLORIDA provides the perfect location for this new HEADQUARTERS. Author: Brendan Farrington
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			 Florida named finalist for US Space Command headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:40PM ET 


			 


			 			FLORIDA named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) - After first being shunned, FLORIDA is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. The U.S. Air Force announced its finalists Thursday and included FLORIDA in its list of six. PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, along the state's Space Coast, is in the running. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and FLORIDA wasn't on the list. But the selection process was restarted after complaints that the initial phase wasn't transparent enough. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said FLORIDA is well equipped to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, given its history with NASA and private space companies.  Author: Brendan Farrington
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			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 5 PM			Nov 19 2020 05:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[5:40:38 PM] [0:19]  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS A FINALIST FOR THE OPERATING HOME OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE WAS AMONG THE SITES NOMINATED BY GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS FOR A POTENTIAL HEADQUARTERS LOCATION.  FORCE SPACE COMMAND IN JUNE.  IT'S ONE OF 6 FINALISTS FOR THE SITE OTHER LOCATIONS INCLUDE NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA.  COLORADO ALABAMA AND TEXAS THEY'RE ALL BEING CONSIDERED. 
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			 Patrick Air Force Base named finalist for Space Force headquarters			Nov 19 2020 10:50PM ET 


			 


			 			PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE named finalist for Space Force HEADQUARTERS  BREVARD COUNTY, Fla.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE in Brevard County has been named one of six finalists for the future permanent home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, officials said Thursday.  The U.S. Department of the Air Force received nominations from 26 states and narrowed the candidates down to six communities.  Author: Sarah Wilson
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			 NEWS AT 5 PM			Nov 19 2020 05:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[5:34:15 PM] [0:46]  MATT: ALSO DEVELOPING NOW PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT WOULD MAKE CENTRAL FLORIDA THE OPERATING HOME OF THE NEWLY CREATED US SPACE FORCE.  HERE ARE THE OTHER 6 LOCATIONS NAMED FINALISTS FOR THE HEADQUARTERS TODAY IN ADDITION TO PATRICK, THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND IS CONSIDERING PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO REDSTONE ARSENAL IN ALABAMA.  OFFIT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA.  KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO AND THE JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS.  FLORIDA WAS PREVIOUSLY LEFT OFF THE LIST OF POSSIBLE LOCATIONS LEAK IN A MEMO EARLIER THIS YEAR.  FLORIDA CONGRESSMAN MICHAEL WALTZ WAS AMONG THE FLORIDA LEGISLATORS WHO CALLED FOR THE STATE TO BE CONSIDERED.  HE RELEASED A STATEMENT TODAY SAYING IN PART, QUOTE, FOR
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			 			[5:35:02 PM] [0:32]  DECADES, FLORIDA HAS BEEN HOME TO AMERICAN SPACE LAUNCH AND THE FOREFRONT OF SPACE INNOVATION AND EXPLORATION.  WITHOUT A DOUBT.  THERE'S NO BETTER PLACE FOR NEW SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THEN FLORIDA'S SPACE COAST DETAILS ON A TIMELINE FOR A POSSIBLE DECISION HAVE NOT YET.  THEN RELEASE A MARION COUNTY CHRISTMAS TRADITION WILL TAKE THE YEAR OFF OCALA HAS CANCELED ITS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE NEXT MONTH.  THE DECISION IS BASED ON THE PANDEMIC AND THE RECENT INCREASE IN CASES THE MARION COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD ALSO RESTRICTED STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN THE PARADE. 
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			 News 6 at 4 PM			Nov 19 2020 04:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[4:43:19 PM] [0:22]  WE'RE LISTENING IN AND WE'LL LET YOU KNOW ANY UPDATES YOU CAN ALSO LISTEN IN RIGHT NOW ON CLICK ORLANDO, BREAKING NEWS RIGHT NOW.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS A FINALIST FOR SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  US AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED 6 POTENTIAL LOCATIONS TODAY AND BREVARD COUNTY WAS ONE OF THEM.  THE OTHER LOCATIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION ARE REPORTEDLY DENVER ALBUQUERQUE, NEBRASKA, ALABAMA AND SAN ANTONIO. 
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			 			FLORIDA named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  Miami Herald  After first being shunned, FLORIDA is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the U.S. Air Force announced Thursday.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE in Brevard County is one of six finalists for the HEADQUARTERS of the military's space operations. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and FLORIDA wasn't on the list. But the Air Force restarted the selection process because of complaints that it hadn't been transparent enough. "It was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue  FLORIDA was completely excluded," U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said in a phone interview. "FLORIDA was out of it. I mean, we were done." But with the new look at sites to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, FLORIDA is now in the running. The presence of NASA, private space companies like SpaceX and Blue Origin, universities that focus on engineering, the military presence in central FLORIDA and the Cape Canaveral launch pads will make FLORIDA competitive, Waltz said. "It's just a no-brainer for FLORIDA to be in the final consideration," said Waltz, a Republican who is on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees. "Space is in our DNA. It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." The other locations on the final list are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. About 60 locations in 24 states were being considered for the HEADQUARTERS, according to Waltz and the Air Force. Officials will visit each of the six finalist sites and make a decision on where the HEADQUARTERS will be in mid-January, Waltz said. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, in a statement sent by text from a spokesman, said, "FLORIDA remains the world's premiere gateway to space, and with our state's long history of supporting our nation's efforts in space, FLORIDA provides the perfect location for this new HEADQUARTERS. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio also touted the state's space industry in a news release after the decision was announced. "FLORIDA'S Space Coast has been America's gateway to the stars for decades, and FLORIDA'S robust, rapidly growing and innovative commercial space industry, in partnership with NASA, is continuing to build off this historic legacy," Rubio said.  Author: Brendan Farrington
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			 			[11:24:59 PM] [0:37]  WE NOW KNOW WHO IS IN CONTENTION TO HEADQUARTER THE NEWEST ARM OF THE MILITARY AND FLORIDA MIX US SPACE COMMAND, ALSO KNOWN AS SPACE FORCE.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN FLORIDA IS ONE OF THE LOCATIONS THAT SAW ONE OF OUR COUNTY OTHERS INCLUDE KIRKLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO.  AND ONE IN NEBRASKA, PETERSON IN COLORADO, 4 SAN ANTONIO AND TEXAS IS ALSO ON THE LIST ALONG WITH REDSTONE ARMY AIR FIELD IN ALABAMA.  THE NEW HEADQUARTERS EXPECTED TO HOST 1400 MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL AND IT WILL LIKELY DRAW A LOT OF GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS. 
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			 Pensacola News Journal   Market: Mobile, AL - Pensacola-Ft Walton Beach, FL (57) 


			 Pensacola out of running as Space Command headquarters site			Nov 19 2020 11:35PM CT 


			 


			 			Pensacola out of running as SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS site  PENSACOLA - The only city in heavily military Northwest FLORIDA to formally pursue its interest in becoming the HEADQUARTERS for U.S. SPACE COMMAND did not make the cut, according to an announcement from the U.S. Air Force.  The announcement, relayed in a Thursday news release from the Air Force and a more detailed afternoon news release from Space FLORIDA, the state's aerospace economic development agency, said that Pensacola did not make the list of candidate sites for HEADQUARTERS for the new sixth branch of the U.S. military. Pensacola did meet the criteria set forth earlier this year by the Air Force, which targeted cities within the top 150 Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the country, LOCATED within 25 miles of a military base and having a minimum score of 50 on the Livability Index published by the American Association of. Retired Persons Public Policy Institute. Local government and economic development officials from across the country were invited earlier this year to self-nominate their cities as potential HEADQUARTERS locations, and communities in 26 states eventually pursued SPACE COMMAND.  Author: Jim Thompson
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			 BAYN   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 BAY NEWS 9 AT 11 AM			Nov 20 2020 11:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[11:45:12 AM] [2:17]  VO COMING UP TONIGHT ON SPECTRUM SPORTS 360, THE PANDEMIC SHOOK UP THE SPORTS WORLD AND PREMATURELY ENDED ONE BAY AREA FOOTBALL TEAM'S SEASON.  WHY THIS TEAM IS STILL GRATEFUL. 3X3 IN YOUR SPACE NEWS THIS FRIDAY, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE HAS NARROWED DOWN ITS LIST OF POSSIBLE LOCATIONS FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  FS ON THAT LIST PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN CAPE CANAVERAL, KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO.  AND OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA.  FS ALSO ON THE LIST, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO PORT SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS AND REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN ALABAMA.  A LOCATION IS EXPECTED TO BE FINALIZED EARLY ST/VO/SOTVO/SAM VO BEYOND FLORIDA TO THE OTHER THEME PARK CAPITAL OF THE UNITED STATES.  DISNEYLAND AND CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE ARE STILL CLOSED BUT NOW DISNEY FANS CAN HIT THE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS ALONG BUENA VISTA STREET INSIDE DISNEY'S CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE!  ALL CORONAVIRUS SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE STILL IN PLACE BUT PEOPLE ARE JUST EXCITED TO HAVE THE DISNEY EXPERIENCE AGAIN.  SOTVO ASHLEY ESTRELLA, DISNEY FAN I'M SUPER EXCITED TO BE AROUND BACK IN THE PARKS AND NOT HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT IS IT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN, IS IT NOT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN.  CONT.  VO BUENA VISTA STREET IS ALSO DECORATED FOR THE HOLIDAYS TO GET EVERYONE IN THE SPIRIT!  SAM YOU CAN STILL GET IN ON THE DISNEY FUN IN FLORIDA.  C-EO BOB CHAPEK RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THE PARKS IN CENTRAL FLORIDA ARE NOW OPERATING AT 35 PERC VOTOPS JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS OVER, TIGER KING IS ONCE AGAIN BACK IN THE NEWS.  THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS FILED A COMPLAINT AGAINST JEFFREY AND LAUREN LOWE A COUPLE FEATURED ON THE HIT NETFLIX SERIES, FOR CLAIMS OF RECURRING INHUMANE TREATMENT AND IMPROPER HANDLING OF ANIMALS.  THEY ARE ACCUSED OF FAILING TO PROVIDE BASIC VETERINARY CARE SAFE LIVING CONDITIONS AND APPROPRIATE FOOD FOR THEIR ANIMALS. 
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			 			[11:48:38 AM] [0:28]  ST/SOT SOT WE JOURNEY TO A LUSH TROPICAL PARADISE IN THE HEART OF TAMPA TO CHECK OUT A UNIQUE BIRD SANCTUARY, IT'S ALL COMING UP ON THIS WEEK'S FLORIDA ON A TANKFUL WEATHER ON THE 9S I'M METEOROLOGIST.  NICK MERIANOS START TO SEE THAT WARMING TREND MAKING ITS WAY ACROSS THE BAY AREA TEMPERATURES.  THIS AFTERNOON LIKELY BE BACK UP INTO THE LOWER 80S AND HERE'S A SET UP. 
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			 BAY NEWS 9 at 10 AM			Nov 20 2020 10:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[10:45:06 AM] [1:55]  3X3 IN YOUR SPACE NEWS THIS FRIDAY, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE HAS NARROWED DOWN ITS LIST OF POSSIBLE LOCATIONS FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  FS ON THAT LIST PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN CAPE CANAVERAL, KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO.  AND OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA.  FS ALSO ON THE LIST, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO PORT SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS AND REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN ALABAMA.  A LOCATION IS EXPECTED TO BE FINALIZED EARLY ST/VO/SOTVO/SAM VO BEYOND FLORIDA TO THE OTHER THEME PARK CAPITAL OF THE UNITED STATES.  DISNEYLAND AND CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE ARE STILL CLOSED BUT NOW DISNEY FANS CAN HIT THE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS ALONG BUENA VISTA STREET INSIDE DISNEY'S CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE!  ALL CORONAVIRUS SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE STILL IN PLACE BUT PEOPLE ARE JUST EXCITED TO HAVE THE DISNEY EXPERIENCE AGAIN.  SOTVO ASHLEY ESTRELLA, DISNEY FAN I'M SUPER EXCITED TO BE AROUND BACK IN THE PARKS AND NOT HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT IS IT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN, IS IT NOT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN.  CONT.  VO BUENA VISTA STREET IS ALSO DECORATED FOR THE HOLIDAYS TO GET EVERYONE IN THE SPIRIT!  SAM YOU CAN STILL GET IN ON THE DISNEY FUN IN FLORIDA.  C-EO BOB CHAPEK RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THE PARKS IN CENTRAL FLORIDA ARE NOW OPERATING AT 35 PERC VOTOPS JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS OVER, TIGER KING IS ONCE AGAIN BACK IN THE NEWS.  THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS FILED A COMPLAINT AGAINST JEFFREY AND LAUREN LOWE A COUPLE FEATURED ON THE HIT NETFLIX SERIES, FOR CLAIMS OF RECURRING INHUMANE TREATMENT AND IMPROPER HANDLING OF ANIMALS.  THEY ARE ACCUSED OF FAILING TO PROVIDE BASIC VETERINARY CARE SAFE LIVING CONDITIONS AND APPROPRIATE FOOD FOR THEIR ANIMALS. 
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			 			[10:48:16 AM] [0:08]  ST/SOT SOT WE JOURNEY TO A LUSH TROPICAL PARADISE IN THE HEART OF TAMPA TO CHECK OUT A UNIQUE BIRD SANCTUARY, IT'S ALL COMING UP ON THIS WEEK'S FLORIDA ON A TANKFUL YOU BACK ON COURSE
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			 BAYN   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 BAY NEWS 9 AT 9 AM			Nov 20 2020 09:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[9:45:10 AM] [2:17]  VO COMING UP TONIGHT ON SPECTRUM SPORTS 360, THE PANDEMIC SHOOK UP THE SPORTS WORLD AND PREMATURELY ENDED ONE BAY AREA FOOTBALL TEAM'S SEASON.  WHY THIS TEAM IS STILL GRATEFUL. 3X3 IN YOUR SPACE NEWS THIS FRIDAY, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE HAS NARROWED DOWN ITS LIST OF POSSIBLE LOCATIONS FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  FS ON THAT LIST PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN CAPE CANAVERAL, KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO.  AND OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA.  FS ALSO ON THE LIST, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO PORT SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS AND REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN ALABAMA.  A LOCATION IS EXPECTED TO BE FINALIZED EARLY ST/VO/SOTVO/SAM VO BEYOND FLORIDA TO THE OTHER THEME PARK CAPITAL OF THE UNITED STATES.  DISNEYLAND AND CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE ARE STILL CLOSED BUT NOW DISNEY FANS CAN HIT THE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS ALONG BUENA VISTA STREET INSIDE DISNEY'S CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE!  ALL CORONAVIRUS SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE STILL IN PLACE BUT PEOPLE ARE JUST EXCITED TO HAVE THE DISNEY EXPERIENCE AGAIN.  SOTVO ASHLEY ESTRELLA, DISNEY FAN I'M SUPER EXCITED TO BE AROUND BACK IN THE PARKS AND NOT HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT IS IT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN, IS IT NOT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN.  CONT.  VO BUENA VISTA STREET IS ALSO DECORATED FOR THE HOLIDAYS TO GET EVERYONE IN THE SPIRIT!  SAM YOU CAN STILL GET IN ON THE DISNEY FUN IN FLORIDA.  C-EO BOB CHAPEK RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THE PARKS IN CENTRAL FLORIDA ARE NOW OPERATING AT 35 PERC VOTOPS JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS OVER, TIGER KING IS ONCE AGAIN BACK IN THE NEWS.  THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS FILED A COMPLAINT AGAINST JEFFREY AND LAUREN LOWE A COUPLE FEATURED ON THE HIT NETFLIX SERIES, FOR CLAIMS OF RECURRING INHUMANE TREATMENT AND IMPROPER HANDLING OF ANIMALS.  THEY ARE ACCUSED OF FAILING TO PROVIDE BASIC VETERINARY CARE SAFE LIVING CONDITIONS AND APPROPRIATE FOOD FOR THEIR ANIMALS. 
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			 			[9:48:35 AM] [0:08]  ST/SOT SOT WE JOURNEY TO A LUSH TROPICAL PARADISE IN THE HEART OF TAMPA TO CHECK OUT A UNIQUE BIRD SANCTUARY, IT'S ALL COMING UP ON THIS WEEK'S FLORIDA ON A TANKFUL YOU BACK ON COURSE
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			 BAY NEWS 9 AT 8 AM			Nov 20 2020 08:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[8:45:03 AM] [2:51]  THIS FRIDAY, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE HAS NARROWED DOWN ITS LIST OF POSSIBLE LOCATIONS FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  FS ON THAT LIST PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN CAPE CANAVERAL, KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO.  AND OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA.  FS ALSO ON THE LIST, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO PORT SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS AND REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN ALABAMA.  A LOCATION IS EXPECTED TO BE FINALIZED EARLY ST/VO/SOTVO/SAM VO BEYOND FLORIDA TO THE OTHER THEME PARK CAPITAL OF THE UNITED STATES.  DISNEYLAND AND CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE ARE STILL CLOSED BUT NOW DISNEY FANS CAN HIT THE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS ALONG BUENA VISTA STREET INSIDE DISNEY'S CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE!  ALL CORONAVIRUS SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE STILL IN PLACE BUT PEOPLE ARE JUST EXCITED TO HAVE THE DISNEY EXPERIENCE AGAIN.  SOTVO ASHLEY ESTRELLA, DISNEY FAN I'M SUPER EXCITED TO BE AROUND BACK IN THE PARKS AND NOT HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT IS IT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN, IS IT NOT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN.  CONT.  VO BUENA VISTA STREET IS ALSO DECORATED FOR THE HOLIDAYS TO GET EVERYONE IN THE SPIRIT!  SAM YOU CAN STILL GET IN ON THE DISNEY FUN IN FLORIDA.  C-EO BOB CHAPEK RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THE PARKS IN CENTRAL FLORIDA ARE NOW OPERATING AT 35 PERC VOTOPS JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS OVER, TIGER KING IS ONCE AGAIN BACK IN THE NEWS.  THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS FILED A COMPLAINT AGAINST JEFFREY AND LAUREN LOWE A COUPLE FEATURED ON THE HIT NETFLIX SERIES, FOR CLAIMS OF RECURRING INHUMANE TREATMENT AND IMPROPER HANDLING OF ANIMALS.  THEY ARE ACCUSED OF FAILING TO PROVIDE BASIC VETERINARY CARE SAFE LIVING CONDITIONS AND APPROPRIATE FOOD FOR THEIR ANIMALS.  THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ALSO SAYS THE TWO VIOLATED THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT AND THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT WHILE OPERATING THE GREATER WYNNEWOOD EXOTIC ANIMAL PARK IN OKLAHOMA.  THE COMPLAINT ASKS THE COURT TO REQUIRE THE DEFENDANTS TO RELINQUISH CERTAIN ANIMALS TO THE ST/SOT SOT WE JOURNEY TO A LUSH TROPICAL PARADISE IN THE HEART OF TAMPA TO CHECK OUT A UNIQUE BIRD SANCTUARY, IT'S ALL COMING UP ON THIS WEEK'S FLORIDA ON A TANKFUL THERE'S. NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT AS FAR AS THE INTERSTATES ARE CONCERNED.  GOOD MORNING IT'S A 47 TRAFFIC BROUGHT TO YOU BY YOUR SUNCOAST HYUNDAI DEALERS. 
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			 BAYN   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 BAY NEWS 9 AT 6 AM			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:45:26 AM] [2:50]  VO COMING UP TONIGHT ON SPECTRUM SPORTS 360, THE PANDEMIC SHOOK UP THE SPORTS WORLD AND PREMATURELY ENDED ONE BAY AREA FOOTBALL TEAM'S SEASON.  WHY THIS TEAM IS STILL GRATEFUL. 3X3 IN YOUR SPACE NEWS THIS FRIDAY, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE HAS NARROWED DOWN ITS LIST OF POSSIBLE LOCATIONS FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  FS ON THAT LIST PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN CAPE CANAVERAL, KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO.  AND OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA.  FS ALSO ON THE LIST, PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO PORT SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS AND REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN ALABAMA.  A LOCATION IS EXPECTED TO BE FINALIZED EARLY ST/VO/SOTVO/SAM VO BEYOND FLORIDA TO THE OTHER THEME PARK CAPITAL OF THE UNITED STATES.  DISNEYLAND AND CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE ARE STILL CLOSED BUT NOW DISNEY FANS CAN HIT THE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS ALONG BUENA VISTA STREET INSIDE DISNEY'S CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE!  ALL CORONAVIRUS SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE STILL IN PLACE BUT PEOPLE ARE JUST EXCITED TO HAVE THE DISNEY EXPERIENCE AGAIN.  SOTVO ASHLEY ESTRELLA, DISNEY FAN I'M SUPER EXCITED TO BE AROUND BACK IN THE PARKS AND NOT HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT IS IT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN, IS IT NOT GOING TO BE NORMAL AGAIN.  CONT.  VO BUENA VISTA STREET IS ALSO DECORATED FOR THE HOLIDAYS TO GET EVERYONE IN THE SPIRIT!  SAM YOU CAN STILL GET IN ON THE DISNEY FUN IN FLORIDA.  C-EO BOB CHAPEK RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THE PARKS IN CENTRAL FLORIDA ARE NOW OPERATING AT 35 PERC VOTOPS JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS OVER, TIGER KING IS ONCE AGAIN BACK IN THE NEWS.  THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS FILED A COMPLAINT AGAINST JEFFREY AND LAUREN LOWE A COUPLE FEATURED ON THE HIT NETFLIX SERIES, FOR CLAIMS OF RECURRING INHUMANE TREATMENT AND IMPROPER HANDLING OF ANIMALS.  THEY ARE ACCUSED OF FAILING TO PROVIDE BASIC VETERINARY CARE SAFE LIVING CONDITIONS AND APPROPRIATE FOOD FOR THEIR ANIMALS.  THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ALSO SAYS THE TWO VIOLATED THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT AND THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT WHILE OPERATING THE GREATER WYNNEWOOD EXOTIC ANIMAL PARK IN OKLAHOMA.  THE COMPLAINT ASKS THE COURT TO REQUIRE THE DEFENDANTS TO RELINQUISH CERTAIN ANIMALS TO THE ST/SOT SOT WE JOURNEY TO A LUSH TROPICAL PARADISE IN THE HEART OF TAMPA TO CHECK OUT A UNIQUE BIRD SANCTUARY, IT'S ALL COMING UP ON THIS WEEK'S FLORIDA ON A TANKFUL FOR VOTERS. IN THE INTERSTATE SYSTEM IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY GOT A REALLY NICE RIDE TODAY.  IT'S FRIDAY IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE LIKE THAT RIGHT. 
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			 The Bradenton Herald   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:01PM ET 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE in FLORIDA, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a "candidate location" with five others for consideration.
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			 WFLA-TV [NBC 8]   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 Florida named finalist for US Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 06:57PM ET 


			 


			 			FLORIDA named finalist for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP/ WESH ) - After first being shunned, FLORIDA is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  The U.S. Air Force announced its finalists Thursday and included FLORIDA in its list of six. PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, along the state's Space Coast, is in the running. The other finalists include Peterson AFB in Colorado Springs, Colorado; Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque, New Mexico; Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Nebraska; Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama; and Joint Base San Antonio in San Antonio, Texas. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and FLORIDA wasn't on the list. But the selection process was restarted after complaints that the initial phase wasn't transparent enough. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said FLORIDA is well equipped to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, given its history with NASA and private space companies. The Space Force was created in 2019 when President Donald Trump signed the National Defense Authorization Act into law. It's the first new service since the U.S. Air Force came into being in 1947. SPACE COMMAND is currently HEADQUARTERED at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado for the next six years until the U.S. Air Force establishes a permanent base. If PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE is selected, it could have significant economic benefits for the Space Coast. It would mean more employees in Brevard County, more people buying homes in the area and more people raising families in the area.
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			 WFTS-ABC   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 ACTION NEWS AT 4 PM			Nov 20 2020 04:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[4:07:01 PM] [0:29]  IT IS STILL UNCLEAR, IF ANY FANS CAN ATTEND.  NEW N.B.  A. SEASON STARTS AND, SHORT LIST OF POSSIBILITIES FOR SPACE COMMAND AND PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE.  TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING HEADQUARTERS. 
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			 WTSP-TV [CBS 10]   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 Brevard County among six finalists for US Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 09:35PM ET 


			 


			 			Brevard County among six finalists for US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  The Department of the Air Force announced the six finalists still in the fight to be the location of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Among the six is PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE in Brevard County.  Other states vying for the top spot are New Mexico, Nebraska, Colorado, Texas and Alabama. To get to this point, each Air Force base beat out self-nominated communities from across 24 states, some of which were right here in our back yard. Both Hillsborough and Pinellas County put a hat in the ring but were not selected to move on. So, what's next? The Department of the Air Force will conduct both virtual and on-site visits to assess which location is the best fit for the new HEADQUARTERS. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense," it wrote in a press release. Brevard is already home to NASA's Kennedy Space Center and the historic Cape Canaveral Air Force Station launch complex. Adding the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS in 2021 would mark the first addition in 59 years. PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE also holds the 45th Space Wing and Weather Squadron of the U.S. Space Force which is tasked with forecasting weather for liftoff at Kennedy Space Center. The Space Force was officially established in December 2019 as the first new military service since the U.S. Air Force was created in 1947. The 16,000 airmen and civilians who make up the Space Force technically remain part of the Air Force. 
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			 WTVT-FOX   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 GOOD DAY TAMPA AT 4:30 AM			Nov 20 2020 04:30AM ET 


			 


			 			[4:34:03 AM] [1:14]  PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE HELD BEFORE HAND.  JUST MORE THAN 22 MILLION PEOPLE TRAVELED TO FLORIDA BETWEEN JULY AND THE END OF SEPTEMBER.  VISIT FLORIDA SAYS THAT'S A 32-PERCENT DROP IN TOURISM COMPARED TO THIS TIME LAST YEAR.  THAT'S A BIG CHUNK OF TOURISM REVENUE OUR STATE'S BUDGET IS MISSING OUT ON.  JOBS ARE ALSO EFFECTED, THE TOURISM INDUSTRY PRODUCES AS MANY AS ONE AND A HALF MILLION JOBS.  A VACATION RENTAL BUSINESS IN MADEIRA BEACH TELLS FOX 13 RUNNING THE BUSINESS DURING THIS PANDEMIC HAS BEEN A ROLLER COASTER.  BOOKINGS ARE STARTING TO PICK UP FOR THE HOLIDAYS, BUT INTERNATIONAL VISITORS STILL HAVE NOT RETURNED.  SOME ENCOURGING NEWS, DESPITE THE DROP IN TOURISM, "VISIT FLORIDA" SAYS TOURISM HAS GREATLY IMPROVED COMPARED TO THE NUMBERS WE SAW FROM MAY HAS GREATLY IMPROVED COMPARED TO THE NUMBERS WE SAW FROM MAY THROUGH AUGUST WAS DOWN MORE THAN 60-PERCENT.  FLORIDA IS ONE OF SIX STATES UNDER CONSIDERATION TO BE THE NEW HOME OF THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, ALONG THE SPACE COAST, IS IN THE RUNNING.  LAST YEAR FLORIDA WAS NOT ON THE LIST FOR CONSIDERATION.  BUT THE SELECTION PROCESS WAS RESTARTED AFTER COMPLAINTS THAT THE INITIAL PHASE WASN'T TRANSPARENT ENOUGH.  U-S REPRESENTATIVE "MICHAEL WALTZ" 
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			 WWSB-ABC   Market: Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota, FL (13) 


			 Good Morning Suncoast 5:00am			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[5:37:40 AM] [0:37]  HE IRS SAYS YOU MTILL BE ELIGIBLE REBATEEDIT TOWARD YOURN THE POSSIBILITIES LOCATION OF THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS THE SPACE FORCE THE SHORTLIST CONSISTED OF SIX STATES FLORIDA SELF NOMINATED COMMUNITIES FROM TWENTY FOUR STATES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY NEXT. YEAR.  TIME MAGAZEILED THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCERED BESTT B. HIVE. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  
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			 WFIT [89.5 FM] Public Radio for the Space Coast   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Brevard Makes Air Force Short List To Host Space Command Headquarters			Nov 20 2020 02:00PM ET 


			 


			 			Brevard Makes Air Force Short List To HOST SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  United States Air Force named six finalists for the new HEADQUARTERS of SPACE COMMAND. Photo: USAF  Brevard County is one of six locations under consideration to HOST the Air Force's SPACE COMMAND. PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE is the only FLORIDA-based location up for consideration as a new home base for an Air Force combatant command group. Bases in Colorado, New Mexico, Alabama, Texas and Nebraska are also in the running. "I'm thrilled PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE has made the final cut to become the HEADQUARTERS for our U.S. SPACE COMMAND, said Republican Congressman Mike Waltz. "For decades, FLORIDA has been home to American space launch and at the forefront of space innovation and exploration. Without a doubt, there is no better place for our new SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS than FLORIDA'S Space Coast. FLORIDA nominated 8 locations in total earlier this year. SPACE COMMAND could bring an estimated 1,400 new military and civilian jobs to the area, along with government contracting opportunities. "The national security threats in space demand a bold long-term solution and FLORIDA is excited to have opportunity to compete," said Space FLORIDA'S Dale Ketcham. There are 11 total combatant command groups, which house personnel from all military branches. FLORIDA is already home to three - two in Tampa and one in Doral. The Air Force will now conduct virtual and in-person visits of the six sites. The Air Force says it will make a final decision on the location early next year. SPACE COMMAND is separate from the newly established Space Force, which has its HEADQUARTERS in the Pentagon.  Author: Brendan Byrne
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 5 PM			Nov 20 2020 05:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[5:11:30 PM] [0:11]  JUST AHEAD HERE ON CHANNEL 9 AS WE CONTINUE TO WORK REMOTELY FINALIST TO BECOME THE HEADQUARTERS FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND IS AN AREA IN CENTRAL FLORIDA COMING UP WHAT SETS FOR OUR COUNTY APART FROM THE OTHER PLACES BEING CONSIDERED F
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 5 PM			Nov 20 2020 05:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[5:29:54 PM] [0:07]  BREVARD COUNTY COULD SOON BE HOME TO THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  THE MILITARY IS LOOKING AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE FOR A POTENTIAL HEADQUARTERS.  IT'S A MOVE THAT
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			 			[5:30:11 PM] [0:04]  THE COMPETITION IS ALL YESTERDAY PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE MADE THE SHORT LIST OF FINALISTS FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS VANESSA. 
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			 			[5:30:20 PM] [0:13]  AND GREG NOW FLORIDA IS TRYING TO DISTINGUISH ITSELF FROM THE COMPETITION OF COURSE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN 5 OTHER STATES ARE ALSO IN THE RUNNING FOR ALL OF THIS CHANNEL NINE'S MELONIE HOLT IS LIVE AT THE CAPE AND MEL THE SPACE COMMAND WILL BRING HUNDREDS OF JOBS WITH HIS HEADQUARTERS. 
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			 			[5:30:40 PM] [0:11]  AN ESTIMATE IS OVER 1000 JOBS VANESSA RIGHT NOW THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND IS TEMPORARILY HEADQUARTERED AT PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO.  BUT FLORIDA LEADERS ARE HOPING THE MANY ASSETS HERE ARE TOO ATTRACTIVE TO PASS UP. 
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			 			[5:30:56 PM] [0:26]  WE HAVE BLUE ORIGIN SPACE X ONE WHERE ALL 3 HERE US LOCKHEED MARTIN BOEING NORTHROP GRUMMAN.  ALL OF THESE CAPABILITIES GROWING HERE AND ADAPTING TO A GROWING COMMERCIAL SPACE MARKET PLACE AND NOW FLORIDA IS COMPETING FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS TO BE LOCATED HERE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE BASE COMMAND IS A JOINT COMMAND.  IT'S A COMBATANT COMMAND. 
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 4 PM			Nov 20 2020 04:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[4:11:56 PM] [0:06]  AND PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS NEXT HOW THE SE
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			 			[4:15:52 PM] [0:08]  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW A FINALIST FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SPACE COMMAND IS NOT SPACE FORCE SPACE FORCE'S THE NEW SERVICE IT WAS STOOD UP.  LAST YEAR. 
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			 			[4:16:04 PM] [0:30]  AND THEY'LL BE HEADQUARTERED IN THE PENTAGON ALONG WITH THE ARMY.  THE NAVY, THE AIR FORCE THE OTHER SERVICES THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND IS CONSIDERED A COMBATANT COMMAND TASKED WITH OVERSEEING ANY CONFLICTS IN SPACE AND SPACE FLORIDA IS AMONG THOSE THAT WANT TO SEE IT LOCATED RIGHT HERE ON FLORIDA'S SPACE COAST.  BUT THERE'S COMPETITION AND COLORADO NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, ALABAMA.  AND TEXAS THE PRIMARY METRIC THAT WE'VE BEEN WORKING TO IS A TOTAL JOB NUMBERS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS PROJECT OF ABOUT 1400 THEY'LL BE. 
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			 EYEWITNESS News at 5 AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[5:48:16 AM] [0:17]  WE SHOULD FIND OUT NEXT YEAR WHETHER A BASE ON OUR SPACE COAST ENDS UP SERVING AS THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS FOR THAT THE OTHERS ARE IN STATES LIKE TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE NOW NEEDS TO HOLD VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON VISITS AT THE 6 LOCATIONS BEFORE DECIDING WHAT THAT HEADQUARTERS SHOULD GO.  SHOULD GO IN FLORIDA. 
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			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 4:30 AM			Nov 20 2020 04:30AM ET 


			 


			 			[4:47:03 AM] [2:05]  RIGHT NOW THE FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL IS LOOKING FOR THE PERSON WHO SHOT AT A TROOPER INVESTIGATORS SAY THIS HAPPENED AFTER ANOTHER SHOOTING IN DOWNTOWN OCALA YESTERDAY AFTERNOON SO THE TROOPER SAW THE SUSPECT'S VEHICLE LEAVE A GARAGE AND ORDERED THE DRIVER TO GET OUT OF THE VEHICLE.  THE DRIVER TOOK OFF AND FIRED SEVERAL TIMES APPARENTLY AT THE TROOPER IN HIS PATROL CAR.  THE TROOPER WAS NOT INJURED.  THE FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL STILL LOOKING FOR THAT SILVER COLORED NISSAN SEDAN.  PEOPLE IN ORANGE COUNTY ARE RUNNING OUT OF CHANCES TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL HELP THE COUNTY PLANS TO OPEN UP THE APPLICATION PROCESS AGAIN ON TUESDAY FOR PEOPLE HOPING TO GET A $1000 GRANT 15,000 PEOPLE WILL BE ALLOWED INTO THAT ONLINE PORTAL THE MAYOR SAYS WORKERS BY ONLY OPEN THE. PORTAL ONE OTHER TIME THIS YEAR AND HE CARES ACT DOLLARS THE COUNTY DOES NOT GIVE OUT BY THE END OF THE YEAR MUST BE RETURNED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.  WE SHOULD FIND OUT NEXT YEAR WHETHER A BASE RIGHT ON OUR SPACE COAST ENDS UP SERVING AS THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY THE PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS SO THE OTHERS ARE IN STATES LIKE TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE NOW NEEDS TO HOLD VIRTUAL AND IN PERSON VISITS AT THESE 6 LOCATIONS BEFORE DECIDING WHERE THAT HEADQUARTERS SHOULD ULTIMATELY GO SORT OF COURSE THE BEST OKAY FOR 48 EYEWITNESS NEWS METEOROLOGIST BRIAN SHIELDS IN SEVERE WEATHER CENTER 9. THAT'S ABSOLUTELY WHY WOULD HE BE OR FLORIDA BEING THE BEST FLORIDA IS THE BEST LOOK YET IT'S COAST HEADQUARTERS ALL THE WAY A 100% I MEAN WE KNOW THAT EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW THAT SIT KNOW I HAVE TO A STERN LETTER TO WHICH OUTSIDE OF THIS MORNING, HERE'S. A LOOK. 
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			 WKMG-CBS   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 NEWS AT 6 AM			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:17:13 AM] [0:24]  JUSTIN: CENTRAL FLORIDA IS ONE STEP CLOSER TO POSSIBLY BECOMING THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS FOR THE U.S.  AIR FORCE.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS ONE OF 6 CANDIDATES SPREAD OUT ACROSS THE COUNTRY.  POLITICAL LEADERS IN FLORIDA HAVE PUSHED FOR THE HEADQUARTERS TO COME TO THE SPACE COAST AFTER ALL OF FLORIDA WAS LEFT OFF THE LIST OF POTENTIAL SPOTS LEAD IN A MEMO LAST YEAR.  SO FAR NO TIMELINE FOR A DECISION HAS BEEN RELEASED. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  16,381   			 Ad Value:  $350   			 Calc Ad Value:  $280   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $840   			 Runtime:  0:24   			 








			 


			 


			 29. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WKMG-CBS   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 News at 5 AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[5:17:01 AM] [0:25]  JUSTIN: CENTRAL FLORIDA IS ONE STEP CLOSER TO POSSIBLY BECOMING THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS FOR THE U.S.  AIR FORCE.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS ONE OF 6 CANDIDATES SPREAD OUT ACROSS THE COUNTRY.  POLITICAL LEADERS IN FLORIDA HAVE PUSHED FOR THE HEADQUARTERS TO COME TO THE SPACE COAST.  AFTER ALL OF FLORIDA WAS LEFT OFF A LIST OF POTENTIAL SPOTS LEAKED IN A MEMO LAST YEAR.  SO FAR NO TIMELINE FOR A DECISION HAS BEEN RELEASED. 
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			 WKMG-CBS   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 NEWS AT 4:30 AM			Nov 20 2020 04:30AM ET 


			 


			 			[4:39:26 AM] [0:26]  A POTENTIAL BOOST FOR THE SPACE COAST.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS FOR THE NEW UNITED STATES SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IF SELECTED CENTRAL FLORIDA WOULD BE THE OPERATING HOME OF THE NEWLY CREATED SPACE FORCE ALSO IN THE RUNNING PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO REDSTONE ARSENAL IN ALABAMA AND OFTEN AIR FOOT.  BUT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO AND JOINT BASE.  SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS. 
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			 WKMG-TV [CBS 6]   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Patrick Air Force Base remains on short list to host U.S. Space Command HQ			Nov 20 2020 04:10PM ET 


			 


			 			PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE remains on short list to HOST U.S. SPACE COMMAND HQ  BREVARD COUNTY, Fla.  Brevard County's PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE is still in the running to HOST the military's 11th unified combatant command known as the U.S. SPACE COMMAND.  Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Air Force John Henderson sent letters to six locations Thursday notifying local governments that they are moving onto the next phase in the selection process. Brevard County Commissioner Bryan Lober and Gov. Ron DeSantis both received the letter for FLORIDA. Not to be confused with the U.S. Space Force, the branch under the U.S. Air Force, the U.S. SPACE COMMAND oversees national security missions in space, many of which already launch from FLORIDA'S Space Coast. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was previously established in 1985 to coordinate the use of outer space by the branches of the U.S. military but later disbanded. In 2019, it was established as the 11th combatant command. [TRENDING: County prepares for vaccine | Remote learning continues in spring | 'We're failing:' Mayors call for COVID-19 action ] Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado-
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			 			Officials should have more details about the next phase next week, according to the letter. The U.S. Air Force is expected to make the final decision early next year. Space FLORIDA Vice President Government & External Relations Dale Ketcham said Colorado is the favorite but FLORIDA is "in the game," unlike last year when an early list of front runners was released and FLORIDA didn't make the cut. The competition to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND has been fierce, involving a lot of political will power and among FLORIDA officials, garnering bi-partisan support. Space FLORIDA, FLORIDA'S spaceport authority, along with Enterprise FLORIDA and the FLORIDA Defense Alliance, have been working to gain support for a FLORIDA USSPACECOM HEADQUARTERS location. Jacksonville, Pensacola, Tampa, Miami-Dade and Orlando were also nominated by DeSantis to HOST the combatant command but did not make the final list. "Today's announcement provides an exciting opportunity for Brevard County to continue to make the case that the national security needs in space can best be met by taking advantage of the unique and powerful capabilities available in FLORIDA, Space FLORIDA said in a news release. DeSantis has said FLORIDA is the logical choice because the state is already home to three central commands: Central Command and Special Operations Command at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa and U.S. Southern Command in Miami. "I'm pleased that FLORIDA has been selected as a finalist to HOST the nation's U.S. SPACE COMMAND, DeSantis said in a statement. "FLORIDA remains the world's premiere gateway to space, and with our state's long history of supporting our nation's efforts in space, FLORIDA provides the perfect location for this new HEADQUARTERS. I look forward to the possibility of bringing the U.S. SPACE COMMAND home to FLORIDA. Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) wrote a letter to then-Secretary of Defense James Mattis, who resigned, and later Secretary Mark Esper, who was fired this week, urging FLORIDA be in the running. He also led a delegation urging Henderson to consider one of eight FLORIDA locations. Last year, Rep. Stephanie Murphy (D-Orlando) and other U.S. representatives from FLORIDA sent a letter to Trump in support of establishing U.S. SPACE COMMAND in FLORIDA. The other candidate locations will also have elected officials vying for their states.
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			 WRDQ   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Eyewitness News at 10 PM			Nov 20 2020 10:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[10:26:53 PM] [0:12]  IN THE RUNNING ITS BE CONSIDERED FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HOW THE WHOLE REGION COULD BENEFIT IF THEY GET CHOSEN AND FEWER PEOPLE FILED FOR UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE LAST MONTH, WE'LL TELL YOU ABOUT THE PROBLEMS WE'RE STILL HEARING ABOUT THE SYSTEM HERE IN FLORIDA
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			 WRDQ   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Eyewitness News at 10 PM			Nov 20 2020 10:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[10:35:33 PM] [0:24]  THEY SAID THEY PLAN TO ALLOW 1000 PEOPLE AND HOWEVER ABOUT 500 PEOPLE IS ALL THAT BOUGHT TICKETS, MAYBE THAT'S A GOOD THING.  BREVARD COUNTY COULD SOON BE HOME TO THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND YESTERDAY PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE MADE THE SHORT LIST OF FINALISTS FOR THAT NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT IS A MOVE THAT COULD HAVE A HUGE IMPACT ON THE AREA AS CHANNEL NINE'S MELONIE HOLT EXPLAINS THE SPACE COMMAND WILL BRING HUNDREDS OF JOBS WITH ITS HEADQUARTERS. 
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			 			[10:35:51 PM] [0:12]  THIS SPACE COMMAND TEMPORARY HEADQUARTERS ARE CURRENTLY AT PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO.  THAT STATE IS ALSO STILL IN THE COMPETITION, BUT MANY FLORIDA LEADERS JUST HOPING THAT THE MANY ASSETS HERE WE'LL BE TOO ATTRACTIVE TO PASS UP. 
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			 			[10:36:12 PM] [0:25]  WE HAVE BLUE ORIGIN SPACE X ONE WHERE ALL 3 HERE US LOCKHEED MARTIN BOEING NORTHROP GRUMMAN.  ALL OF THESE CAPABILITIES GROWING HERE AND ADAPTING TO A GROWING COMMERCIAL SPACE MARKET PLACE AND NOW FLORIDA IS COMPETING FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS TO BE LOCATED HERE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE BASE COMMAND IS A JOINT COMMAND.  IT'S A COMBATANT COMMAND. 
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			 WRDQ   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Eyewitness News at 8 AM			Nov 20 2020 08:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[8:48:54 AM] [0:21]  WE SHOULD FIND OUT NEXT YEAR WHETHER A BASE ON OUR SPACE COAST ENDS UP SERVING AS THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS OF THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY, PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS, THE OTHERS ARE IN STATES LIKE TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE NOW NEEDS TO HOLD VIRTUAL IN PERSON VISITS AT THOSE 6 LOCATIONS BEFORE DECIDING WHERE THE HEADQUARTERS SHOULD GO.  THE AIR FORCE THAT HAVE BEEN THERE YOU KNOW ONCE BEFORE, BUT NOW OKAY.  NICE START. 
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			 WRDQ   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Eyewitness News at 7 AM			Nov 20 2020 07:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[7:48:41 AM] [0:17]  WE SHOULD FIND OUT NEXT YEAR WHETHER A BASE ON OUR SPACE COAST ENDS UP SERVING AS THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS OF THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY THE PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE.  HERE'S ONE OF 6 FINALISTS, THE OTHERS ARE IN STATES LIKE TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  THE AIR FORCE NOW NEEDS TO HOLD VIRTUAL AN IN PERSON VISITS OF THE 6 LOCATIONS BEFORE DECIDING WHERE THE HEADQUARTERS SHOULD GO.  BUT OF COURSE AS YOU GO IN FLORIDA. 
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			 CBS Miami   Market: Miami-Ft. Lauderdale, FL (18) 


			 Florida Named One Of 6 Finalists For US Space Command Headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:53PM ET 


			 


			 			FLORIDA Named One Of 6 Finalists For US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  TALLAHASSEE (CBSMiami/AP)  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, along the state's Space Coast in Brevard County, is one of six finalists to be home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of. Defense.  The U.S. Air Force announced its finalists Thursday and included FLORIDA in its list. The Air Force initially announced six other finalists in 2019, and FLORIDA wasn't on the list. But the selection process was restarted after complaints that the initial phase wasn't transparent enough. The other locations on the final list are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. "It was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue  FLORIDA was completely excluded," U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz said in a phone interview. "FLORIDA was out of it. I mean, we were done." But with the new look at sites to HOST the HEADQUARTERS, FLORIDA is now in the running.
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			 Key West Citizen   Market: Miami-Ft. Lauderdale, FL (18) 


			 Six states compete to host new U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:42PM ET 


			 


			 			Six states compete to HOST new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, Col. Todd Benson, the U.S. Air Force Central Command director of space forces, center, leads airmen through their enlistment ceremony as they became members of the Space Force at Al-Udeid Air Base, Qatar, Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020. Space Force, the first new U.S. military service since the creation of the Air Force in 1947, now has some 20 members stationed at the Qatari base in its first foreign deployment. (The Center Square) - Six locations, including four Air Force installations, have made the first round of cuts for those being considered for the new HEADQUARTERS of U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the Air Force announced. They include Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt AFB in Nebraska, Patrick AFB in FLORIDA, and Peterson AFB in Colorado, and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. Port San Antonio was home to the former Kelly Air Force Base and currently hosts Air National Guard and reserve operations. "Self-nominated communities from across twenty-four states were evaluated as potential locations for hosting the HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force said in a news release. "The Department of the Air Force evaluated each location and will now conduct both virtual and on-site visits at each candidate location to assess which location is best suited to HOST the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, the Air Force statement says. "This assessment will be based on factors related to mission, infrastructure capacity, community support, and costs to the Department of Defense." But getting to the six finalists wasn't easy, Defense News reports. "At times, the competition among cities has been politically contentious." When a memo listing potential locations was leaked to the media in 2019, which included four bases in Colorado, FLORIDA lawmakers lobbied Air Force officials to reconsider and include FLORIDA on the list. U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a Republican who sits on the House Armed Services and Science, Space and Technology committees told The Associated Press that the initial list "was very opaque, it was not well defined, and kind of out of the blue  FLORIDA was completely excluded." By March of this year, Space Force Vice. Commander Lt. Gen. David Thompson told the House Armed Services Committee that a search for a new location was starting over and new criteria was announced. The final six locations being considered include only one location in Colorado, the current HEADQUARTERS for SPACE COMMAND, and one location in FLORIDA, reflecting successful lobbying by the FLORIDA delegation. The six potential locations are more geographically representative, LOCATED in the south and west: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Cape Canaveral, FLORIDA; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Huntsville, Alabama; and San Antonio, Texas. In June, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott sent a letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force John Henderson thanking him for considering Texas as one of the locations. Upon hearing the announcement on Thursday, Abbott said the Air Force would find no better location than Port San Antonio. "Not only does the state of Texas have the resources, universities, and human capital necessary to support the SPACE COMMAND, but we are also enriched by our long-standing and celebrated tradition of military service and innovation in Texas," Abbott said. Waltz argues FLORIDA is the best choice. "Space is in our DNA," he said. "It has been for the last five decades. It's all right here." NASA, SpaceX and universities that focus on engineering are based in both FLORIDA and Texas, and both have strong military presences, making them competitive. But the Colorado delegation argues that Peterson Air Force Base, the current SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, should be its permanent home. Colorado's congressional delegation and state leaders have lobbied the Trump administration to keep the HEADQUARTERS in the state. "U.S. SPACE COMMAND should stay here where it has already found a home among our strong military community, thriving aerospace industry, and world-class academic and research institutions," Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement. Since 1982, Peterson Air Force Base has been home to the Air Force SPACE COMMAND. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was reactivated Aug. 29, 2019, as a unified combatant command to potentially fight wars in space. It was created as part of a $738 billion defense spending bill and is the first military branch to be added to the U.S. Armed Services since the Air Force was created in 1947. 
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			 NBC Miami News at 5 PM			Nov 20 2020 05:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[5:45:47 PM] [0:36]  THE SUNSHINE STATE IS AMONG SIX FINALISTS TO BECOME THE NEW HOME OF THE UNITED STATES SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  BACK IN 2019 THE AIR FORCE INITIALLY ANNOUNCED SIX OTHER FINALISTS.  BUT AT THE TIME FLORIDA WASN'T EVEN INCLUDED.  THE SELECTION PROCESS WAS RESTARTED AFTER COMPLAINTS THAT THE INITIAL PHASE WASN'T TRANSPARENT ENOUGH.  NOW STATE LAWMAKERS SAY FLORIDA IS WELL EQUIPPED TO HOST THE HEADQUARTERS CONSIDERING OUR HISTORY WITH NASA AND PRIVATE SPACE COMPANIES.  THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND IS A SUB COMMAND OF THE U.S.  AIR FORCE, NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH THE SPACE FORCE, WHICH IS A COMPLETELY SPLAT BRANCH OF THE MILITARY. 
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			 WPBF-ABC   Market: West Palm Beach-Ft. Pierce, FL (39) 


			 25 News at 9 AM			Nov 20 2020 09:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[9:05:36 AM] [1:04]  CAN NOW BEGIN PRACTICE ONCE AGAIN.  THE COACH, ALONG WITH THE SCHOOL'S PRINCIPAL WILL BE MEETING TO FINALIZE THE PROTOCOLS, ALONG WITH A NEW PRACTICE SCHEDULE.  A SPOKESPERSON WITH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT SAYS SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN CLOSELY WORKING WITH THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AS THEY MAKE THESE DECISIONS TO ENSURE EVERYONE'S SAFETY.  ANOTHER SCHOOL IN THE COUNTY THAT WON'T BE PLAYING THIS WEEK DUE TO AN OUTBREAK IN COVID-19 CASES IS JOHN I. LEONARD HIGH SCHOOL.  THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO PLAY OLYMPIC HEIGHTS, BUT NOW THAT TEAM WILL PLAY WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL LATER TODAY.  INFORMATION ABOUT PALM BEACH CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM SAFETY PROTOCOLS, SCHEDULE CHANGES, AND CHECK IN DETAILS FOR PLAYERS WILL BE SENT TONIGHT SENT FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS TO REVIEW OVER THE WEEKEND.  WE'RE TOLD PRACTICE WILL RESUME ON MONDAY, THE TEAM WILL TAKE ANOTHER BREAK FOR THANKSGIVING AND RETURN THE FOLLOWING WEEK.  MARK: THANK YOU.  RIGHT NOW THEY FLORIDA APARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCMENT IS ASKING FOR YOUR HELP.  THEY ARE TRYING TO FIND A CHILD OUT OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY.  THIS IS PAIGE STRICKLAND. 
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			 			[9:07:26 AM] [0:15]  ERIN: PLUS, HACKERS POTENTIALLY LISTENING IN.  THE MAJOR SECURITY BUG FACEBOOK CLAIMS IT JUST FIXED.  MARK: AND, THE FINALISTS NOW ANNOUNCED FOR SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SPACE COAST AIR BASE THAT'S IN THE WE LOVE THE NEW APARTMENT.  THE NATURAL LIGHT IS AMAZING. 
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			 25 News at 9 AM			Nov 20 2020 09:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[9:16:44 AM] [0:42]  THE STATE'S TWO LARGEST COUNTIES AND THE STATE'S MOST DEMOCRATIC.  ACCORDING TO THE UNOFFICIAL RESULT IN WISCONSIN, JOE BIDEN LEADING THE PRESIDENT BY MORE THAN 20,000 VOTES.  ERIN: NEW THIS MORNING, FLORIDA IS NOW A FINALIST TO BE THE HOME OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE U.S.  AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED ITS SIX FINALISTS THURSDAY.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS IN THE RUNNING.  FLORIDA DIDN'T MAKE THE FIRST SHORTLIST IN 2019, BUT THE SELECTION PROCESS WAS RESTARTED AFTER COMPLAINTS THAT THE PROCESS WASN'T TRANSPARENT ENOUGH.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.  MARK: NASA, AS THEY PREP TO LAUNCH A SATELLITE INTO SPACE, THEY ARE GOING TO MONITOR GLOBAL SEA LEVELS. 
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			 			[9:19:35 AM] [0:30]  CIGARETTE SMOKERS ACCOUNTED FOR THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF USERS 45 AND OLDER.  ABOUT 11 MILLION PEOPLE SAID THEY USED E-CIGARETTES.  ERIN: AND PEOPLE IN FLORIDA ARE LAGGING WHEN IT COMES TO SCREENINGS FOR LUNG CANCER.  THE AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION LOOKED AT 40 STATES.  AND FLORIDA RANKED LAST IN THE PERCENTAGE OF HIGH-RISK POPULATIONS ACTUALLY GETTING SCREENED.  PEOPLE ARE CONSIDERED HIGH RISK IF THEY ARE BETWEEN THE AGES OF 55 AND 80 AND ARE SMOKERS.  DOCTORS ESTIMATE MORE THAN 18,000 PEOPLE IN FLORIDA WILL BE DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER BY THE END OF THE YEAR. 
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			 Action News at 10 PM			Nov 20 2020 10:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[10:25:28 PM] [0:12]  FOR MOST OF THAT TIME WAS THE LARGEST IN THE WORLD.  THERE ARE TENTATIVE PLANS TO DEMOLISH IT.  FLORIDA'S THE FINALISTS FOR THE NEW HEADQUARTERS FOR US SPACE COMMAND. 
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			 Eyewitness News at Noon			Nov 20 2020 12:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[12:22:45 PM] [0:57]  IT NORMALLY ACCOUNTS FOR ABOUT 20% OTHER ANNUAL REVENUE.  DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CONSIDERING THE SPACE COAST FOR THE PERMANENT HOME OF SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE AGENCY WHICH DEFENDS US SPACE ASSETS IS CONSIDERING MAKING PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN CAPE CANAVERAL, IT'S HOME THAT WOULD BRING JOBS AND MAJOR FUNDING FOR THE STATE.  BUT THERE ARE 5 OTHER STATES ALSO FIGHTING TO BECOME THE HOME FOR SPACE FORCE OTHER POSSIBLE LOCATIONS INCLUDE COLORADO NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  ORIGINALLY 24 STATES WERE IN THE RUNNING TO BECOME THE HEADQUARTERS THE AIR FORCE WILL NOW VISIT EACH OF THE 5 LOCATIONS ARE 6 LOCATIONS.  THEY WILL CHECK FOR INFRASTRUCTURE COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND COST OF THE DOD EXPECT A DECISION EARLY NEXT YEAR.  A REMINDER TONIGHT YOU CAN GET HIGHLIGHTS FROM LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS, IT'S FOOTBALL FRIDAY ON 4 THIS WEEK OUR GAME OF THE AN END AS AN ORANGE PARK TUNE IN AT 1030 FOR COVERAGE OF THIS GAME AND OTHER LOCAL CONTEST. 
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			 Eyewitness News at 9 AM			Nov 20 2020 09:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[9:16:02 AM] [0:13]  OUR FOOTBALL FRIDAY, SPECIAL STARTS TONIGHT AT 1030.  THE SPACE COAST OF FLORIDA IS ONE OF 6 POSSIBLE LOCATIONS FOR THE PERMANENT HOME OF SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. 
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			 Eyewitness News at 5 AM			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[5:36:59 AM] [0:38]  BRUCE HAMILTON: PRESIDENT TRUMP HAS UNTIL TUESDAY TO REQUEST A RECOUNT UNDER GEORGIA LAW UNLIKE THE AUDIT WHICH WAS DONE BY HAND RECOUNT WOULD BE DONE BY MACHINE.  DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CONSIDERING THE SPACE COAST FOR THE PERMANENT HOME OF SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS NEW MILITARY BRANCH WHICH DEFENDS US SPACE ASSETS CONSIDERING MAKING PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN CAPE CANAVERAL AND SO ON THAT WOULD BRING JOBS AND MAJOR FUNDING FOR THE STATE 5 OTHER STATES ARE IN THE RUNNING. OF THE POSSIBLE LOCATIONS INCLUDE COLORADO, NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  ORIGINALLY 24 STATES THROUGH IN BEDS FOR THE HEADQUARTERS.  THE AIR FORCE PLANS TO SEND TEAMS TO THE STATES TO CHECK OUT INFRASTRUCTURE COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND COST DECISIONS EXPECTED.  EARLY NEXT YEAR. 
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			 WINK5:00PM			Nov 20 2020 05:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[5:09:02 PM] [1:09]  WINK NEWS ANCHOR US MCCASKEY JOINS US NOW WITH THE DETAILS FOR US NOW LOS IS A DRAMATIC TURNAROUND YOU MAY RECALL LAST YEAR THE AIR FORCE ANNOUNCED 6 OTHER FINALISTS FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND AND FLORIDA WAS NOT ON THE LIST, BUT THERE WERE COMPLAINTS THAT THE PROCESS WASN'T TRANSPARENT ENOUGH.  SO THEREFORE STARTED OVER GUESS WHAT NOW THE SUNSHINE STATE IS BACK IN THE RUNNING AT LEAST ONE FLORIDA CONGRESSMAN IS CALLING THIS A NO-BRAINER CONGRESSMAN MICHAEL WALTZ IS THAT SPACE IS IN OUR DNA HAS BEEN HERE FOR THE LAST 5 DECADES, IT'S ALREADY HERE.  HE SAYS THAT NASA HAS A PRESENCE HERE AS THIS PRIVATE SPACE COMPANY SUCH AS SPACE X AND BLUE ORIGIN, THERE'S A STRONG MILITARY PRESENCE AND CAPE CANAVERAL LAUNCH PADS SHOULD MAKE FLORIDA COMPETITIVE NOW IF FLORIDA IS SELECTED PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY WOULD BE HOME TO THE. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS OTHER STATES IN THE RUNNING NEBRASKA NEW MEXICO, COLORADO, ALABAMA AND TEXAS GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS TWEETING TODAY THAT WE REMAIN THE WORLD'S PREMIER GATEWAY TO SPACE WITH OUR STATE'S LONG HISTORY OF SUPPORTING SPACE EFFORTS.  IT PROVIDES THE PERFECT LOCATION FOR THIS NEW HEADQUARTERS AND BY THE WAY FINAL DECISION SHOULD BE MADE IN MID-JANUARY.  IN BREEZY AGAIN TODAY.  SIDE DOWN A BIT I'LL TELL YOU COMING UP. 
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			 WINK6AM			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:50:21 AM] [0:14]  WELL THAT'S A PRETTY COOL THE SPACE FORCE IN OUR STATE DEPARTMENT THE AIR FORCE IS NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS ON THE SHORT LIST IS PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD THE COUNTY ALSO ANALYSTS BASES IN NEW MEXICO, THE PRESS, COLORADO TEXAS AND ALABAMA LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY NEXT YEAR. 
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			 WXCW8:00AM			Nov 20 2020 08:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[8:54:13 AM] [0:33]  THE SPACE FORCE IN OUR STATE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS ON THE SHORT LIST IS PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY ALSO ON THAT LIST SPACE BASES IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, COLORADO, TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  MEANWHILE, MILLIONS OF DOLLARS PAID OUT OVER SLOWING DOWN YOUR IPHONES APPLE PAY 113 MILLION DOLLARS TO SEVERAL STATES.  INSTEAD OF DISCLOSING THE ISSUE TO CONSUMERS ARE REPLACING THE BATTERIES, APPLE PUSH A SOFTWARE UPDATE IN DECEMBER 2016 THAT IMPACTED THE PERFORMANCE OF OLDER IPHONE MODELS AND FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 55 YEARS. 
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			 WZVN6:00AM			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:40:42 AM] [0:28]  IT'S STILL HAPPENING IN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NOW NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORT LIST CONSISTS OF 6 LOCATIONS.  SOUTH NOMINATED COMMUNITIES FROM ACROSS 24 STATES WERE EVALUATED AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS LOCATION SHOULD BE SELECTED BY EARLY 2021.6.40 ON THIS FRIDAY MORNING.  ANOTHER GORGEOUS START OUT THERE ALL ACROSS SOUTHWEST FLORIDA.  WE'RE STARTING TO SEE SOME LIGHT OUT THERE. 
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			 GOOD MORNING SHOW AT 6 AM			Nov 20 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:28:31 AM] [0:17]  NOW.  IT IS FINALLY UNDER-WAY.  ROSA PARKS AND RUTH BADER GINSBURG ARE PAINTED ON THE BRICK WALLS OF THE FLORIDA PEOPLE'S ADVOCACY CENTER.  THIS ALL STARTED AFTER JUSTICE GINSBURG'S PASSING.  THE GROUP RAISING MORE THAN 12-THOUSAND DOLLARS IN ONE MONTH. 
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			 			[6:31:20 AM] [0:49]  BACK ACROSS THE BOARDER, FLORIDA A&M UNIVERSITY SAYS IT RECEIVED ONE-MILLION DOLLARS FROM BANK OF AMERICA TO HELP STUDENTS OF COLOR ENTER THE WORKFORCE IN TALLAHASSEE FOLLOWING GRADUATION.  THE INITIATIVE, WILL HELP STUDENTS FINISH THE TRAINING AND EDUCATION THEY NEED TO "EMBARK ON A PATH TO SUCCESS" LOCALLY.  YOU CAN READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE.  NOW TO NEWS FROM THE SPACE FORCE YES THAT'S STILL HAPPENING.  THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE IS NOW NARROWING DOWN THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A LOCATION OF THE US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  THE SHORT LIST CONSISTS OF SIX LOCATIONS KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IN NEW MEXICO OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE IN NEBRASKA PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN FLORIDA PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE IN COLORADO PORT SAN ANTONIO IN TEXAS AND REDSTONE ARMY AIRFIELD IN ALABAMA. 
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			 Florida named finalist for U.S. Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 05:44PM ET 


			 


			 			FLORIDA named finalist for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) - After first being shunned, FLORIDA is a finalist to be the home of the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  The U.S. Air Force announced its finalists Thursday and included FLORIDA in its list of six.
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			 Northwest Florida out of running for Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 12:47AM CT 


			 


			 			Northwest FLORIDA out of running for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  PENSACOLA - The only city in heavily military Northwest FLORIDA to formally pursue its interest in becoming the HEADQUARTERS for U.S. SPACE COMMAND did not make the cut, according to an announcement from the U.S. Air Force.  The announcement, relayed in a Thursday news release from the Air Force and a more detailed afternoon news release from Space FLORIDA, the state's aerospace economic development agency, said that Pensacola did not make the list of candidate sites for HEADQUARTERS for the new sixth branch of the U.S. military. More: Hurlburt commander promoted, given Space Force job Pensacola did meet the criteria set forth earlier this year by the Air Force, which targeted cities within the top 150 Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the country, LOCATED within 25 miles of a military base and having a minimum score of 50 on the. Livability Index published by the American Association of Retired Persons Public Policy Institute. More: Gaetz: FLORIDA 'right home' for SPACE COMMAND HQ More: Eglin squadron officially becomes part of U.S. Space Force Local government and economic development officials from across the country were invited earlier this year to self-nominate their cities as potential HEADQUARTERS locations, and communities in 26 states eventually pursued SPACE. COMMAND. More: Pensacola bids for SPACE COMMAND HQ Pensacola's interest in hosting SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS was punctuated by Mayor Grover Robinson in a letter to John Henderson, the assistant Air Force secretary for installations, environment and energy, and the point man for the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS location search. In the letter, Robinson told Henderson "I am proud of the long history of strong community partnership with our military services in the Northwest FLORIDA region and look forward to sharing our strengths in mission readiness, technology, infrastructure, support to families and low costs." Pensacola's self-nomination was one of eight such. nominations from communities around the state. Like the seven other nominations, Pensacola's self-nomination was endorsed by Gov. Ron DeSantis and sent to the Air Force. More: DeSantis gets self-nominations for SPACE COMMAND HQ from Pensacola, other FLORIDA communities Just one of those FLORIDA communities, Brevard County on the state's eastern "Space Coast," made the list of finalist sites for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. As a next step, according to Space FLORIDA, Brevard County's PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE will be participating in the upcoming phase of the selection process. The other military bases elevated to the next stage of the selection process are the Army's Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama; Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colorado; Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, New Mexico; Joint Base San Antonio, Texas and Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Nebraska. In addition to Brevard County and Pensacola, the other FLORIDA self-nominations came from Jacksonville, Hillsborough County-Tampa, Miami-Dade County, Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville, Pinellas County and Orange County and Seminole County, who combined their initially separate interests into a single Orlando Region bid.  Author: Jim Thompson
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			 Pensacola out of running as Space Command headquarters site			Nov 20 2020 12:24AM CT 


			 


			 			Pensacola out of running as SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS site  PENSACOLA - The only city in heavily military Northwest FLORIDA to formally pursue its interest in becoming the HEADQUARTERS for U.S. SPACE COMMAND did not make the cut, according to an announcement from the U.S. Air Force.  The announcement, relayed in a Thursday news release from the Air Force and a more detailed afternoon news release from Space FLORIDA, the state's aerospace economic development agency, said that Pensacola did not make the list of candidate sites for HEADQUARTERS for the new sixth branch of the U.S. military. More: Hurlburt commander promoted, given Space Force job Pensacola did meet the criteria set forth earlier this year by the Air Force, which targeted cities within the top 150 Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the country, LOCATED within 25 miles of a military base and having a minimum score of 50 on the. Livability Index published by the American Association of Retired Persons Public Policy Institute. More: Gaetz: FLORIDA 'right home' for SPACE COMMAND HQ More: Eglin squadron officially becomes part of U.S. Space Force Local government and economic development officials from across the country were invited earlier this year to self-nominate their cities as potential HEADQUARTERS locations, and communities in 26 states eventually pursued SPACE. COMMAND. Pensacola's interest in hosting SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS was punctuated by Mayor Grover Robinson in a letter to John Henderson, the assistant Air Force secretary for installations, environment and energy, and the point man for the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS location search.  Author: Jim Thompson
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			 Panama City News Herald   Market: Panama City, FL (153) 


			 Northwest Florida out of running for Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 01:40AM CT 


			 


			 			Northwest FLORIDA out of running for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  PENSACOLA - The only city in heavily military Northwest FLORIDA to formally pursue its interest in becoming the HEADQUARTERS for U.S. SPACE COMMAND did not make the cut, according to an announcement from the U.S. Air Force.  The announcement, relayed in a Thursday news release from the Air Force and a more detailed afternoon news release from Space FLORIDA, the state's aerospace economic development agency, said that Pensacola did not make the list of candidate sites for HEADQUARTERS for the new sixth branch of the U.S. military. By the way: Hurlburt commander promoted, given Space Force job Pensacola did meet the criteria set forth earlier this year by the Air Force, which targeted cities within the top 150 Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the country, LOCATED within 25 miles of a military base and having a minimum score of 50. on the Livability Index published by the American Association of Retired Persons Public Policy Institute. Gaetz: FLORIDA 'right home' for SPACE COMMAND HQ Local government and economic development officials from across the country were invited earlier this year to self-nominate their cities as potential HEADQUARTERS locations, and communities in 26 states eventually pursued SPACE COMMAND. Pensacola's interest in hosting SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS was punctuated by Mayor Grover Robinson in a letter to John Henderson, the assistant Air Force secretary for installations, environment and energy, and the point man for the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS location search. In the letter, Robinson told Henderson "I am proud of the long history of strong community partnership with our military services in the Northwest FLORIDA region and look forward to sharing our strengths in mission readiness, technology, infrastructure, support to families and low costs." Pensacola's self-nomination was one of eight such. nominations from communities around the state. Like the seven other nominations, Pensacola's self-nomination was endorsed by Gov. Ron DeSantis and sent to the Air Force. Related: DeSantis gets self-nominations for SPACE COMMAND HQ from Pensacola, other FLORIDA communities Just one of those FLORIDA communities, Brevard County on the state's eastern "Space Coast," made the list of finalist sites for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. As a next step, according to Space FLORIDA, Brevard County's PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE will be participating in the upcoming phase of the selection process. The other military bases elevated to the next stage of the selection process are the Army's Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama; Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colorado; Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, New Mexico; Joint Base San Antonio, Texas, and Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Nebraska. In addition to Brevard County and Pensacola, the other FLORIDA self-nominations came from Jacksonville, Hillsborough County-Tampa, Miami-Dade County, Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville, Pinellas County and Orange County and Seminole County, who combined their initially separate interests into a single Orlando Region bid.  Author: Jim Thompson
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			 Northwest Florida out of running for Space Command headquarters			Nov 20 2020 01:25AM CT 


			 


			 			Northwest FLORIDA out of running for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  PENSACOLA - The only city in heavily military Northwest FLORIDA to formally pursue its interest in becoming the HEADQUARTERS for U.S. SPACE COMMAND did not make the cut, according to an announcement from the U.S. Air Force.  The announcement, relayed in a Thursday news release from the Air Force and a more detailed afternoon news release from Space FLORIDA, the state's aerospace economic development agency, said that Pensacola did not make the list of candidate sites for HEADQUARTERS for the new sixth branch of the U.S. military. More: Hurlburt commander promoted, given Space Force job Pensacola did meet the criteria set forth earlier this year by the Air Force, which targeted cities within the top 150 Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the country, LOCATED within 25 miles of a military base and having a minimum score of 50 on the. Livability Index published by the American Association of Retired Persons Public Policy Institute. More: Gaetz: FLORIDA 'right home' for SPACE COMMAND HQ More: Eglin squadron officially becomes part of U.S. Space Force Local government and economic development officials from across the country were invited earlier this year to self-nominate their cities as potential HEADQUARTERS locations, and communities in 26 states eventually pursued SPACE. COMMAND. Pensacola's interest in hosting SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS was punctuated by Mayor Grover Robinson in a letter to John Henderson, the assistant Air Force secretary for installations, environment and energy, and the point man for the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS location search.  Author: Jim Thompson
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT  7 AM			Nov 21 2020 07:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[7:10:26 AM] [0:15]  HEALTH OFFICIALS SAY THAT THERE ARE TARGETED STEPS THAT WE CAN TAKE RIGHT NOW TO FIGHT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19.  WHAT CAN BE DONE NOW TO HELP AVOID ANOTHER LOCKDOWN AND PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  WHY THAT COULD BE G
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  57,263   			 Ad Value:  $500   			 Calc Ad Value:  $250   
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			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT  7 AM			Nov 21 2020 07:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[7:16:39 AM] [0:10]  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW ON THE SHORT LIST FOR FINALISTS FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IT'S A MOVE THAT COULD HAVE A HUGE IMPACT ON OUR AREA CHANNEL NINE'S MELANIE HOLT REPORTS THAT COULD BRING HUNDREDS OF JOBS WITH ITS HEADQUARTERS. 
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			 			[7:16:57 AM] [0:25]  WE HAVE BLUE ORIGIN SPACE X ONE WHERE L 3 HARRIS LOCKHEED MARTIN BOEING NORTHROP GRUMMAN.  ALL OF THESE CAPABILITIES GROWING HERE AND ADAPTING TO A GROWING COMMERCIAL SPACE MARKET PLACE AND NOW FLORIDA IS COMPETING FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS TO BE LOCATED HERE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE BASE COMMAND IS A JOINT COMMAND.  IT'S A COMBATANT COMMAND. 
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			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT  7 AM			Nov 21 2020 07:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[8:11:17 AM] [0:19]  PLUS PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND WHY THAT C MORNING AND THANKS FOR JOINING US.  I'M METEOROLOGIST KASSANDRA KRIMI IN OUR TIME RIGHT NOW JUST ABOUT 8.14 WE TAKE YOU OUTSIDE LIVE.  DOWNTOWN ORLANDO NEAR LAKE EOLA WHERE WE ARE SEEING SOME MORNING SUNSHINE AND JUST MOMENTS AGO WE WERE WATCHING HIS VOLUNTEER START. 
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT  7 AM			Nov 21 2020 07:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[8:16:59 AM] [0:35]  IT'S THE LAST HOME GAME FOR CINCINNATI.  AGAIN THE POSSIBILITY OF A COUPLE SHOWERS DURING GAME TIME AS WE HEAD THROUGH THE LATE AFTERNOON AND EARLY EVENING HOURS SO TEMPERATURE WISE UPPER 70'S TODAY TONIGHT IT WILL BE PRETTY MUCH SIMILAR TO WHAT WE WOKE UP TO THIS MORNING, MID 60'S, 30% CHANCE FOR RAIN RETURNING ON. SUNDAY, BUT A FRONT MOVES THROUGH MONDAY AND WILL GIVE US A VERY SMALL COOLDOWN BY TUESDAY MORNING WITH MORNING TEMPERATURES IN THE 50'S AND LOW 60'S CARLA PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW ON THE SHORT LIST FOR FINALISTS FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IT'S A. MOVE THAT COULD HAVE A HUGE IMPACT ON OUR AREA. 
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			 			[8:17:41 AM] [0:25]  WE HAVE BLUE ORIGIN SPACE X ONE WHERE ALL 3 HARRIS LOCKHEED MARTIN BOEING NORTHROP GRUMMAN.  ALL OF THESE CAPABILITIES GROWING HERE AND ADAPTING TO A GROWING COMMERCIAL SPACE MARKET PLACE AND NOW FLORIDA IS COMPETING FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS TO BE LOCATED HERE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE BASE COMMAND IS A JOINT COMMAND.  IT'S A COMBATANT COMMAND. 
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 6 AM			Nov 21 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:11:28 AM] [0:05]  PLUS PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  WHY THAT COULD BE GOOD NEWS FOR THE ECONOMY
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			 			[6:15:04 AM] [0:45]  OVER 30 MINUTES AWAY SO OUTSIDE.  THIS MORNING, DOWNTOWN ORLANDO, 66 DEGREES AS WE TAKE A LOOK AT LAKE EOLA WHERE THE FOUNTAIN IS AWAKE NOW THERE'S THE SUNRISE FOR YOU 6.52 THE OFFICIAL TIME FOR YOUR SATURDAY MORNING AND ACROSS CENTRAL FLORIDA, MOST OF US ARE IN THE 60'S 66 AS WELL IN THE. VILLAGES AND OCALA ALSO 66 IN BUSHNELL WE HEAD TO THE COASTLINE AND WE'RE A LITTLE BIT MORE MILD THAT'S WHERE WE'VE GOT SOME 70'S THE FOG DEFINITELY IMPROVED IT WAS DOWN A FOG VISIBILITY WAS ABOUT COULDN'T ABOUT HALF WE'VE SEEN THAT IMPROVE UP IN. PARTS OF MARION COUNTY. 
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS NEWS AT 6 AM			Nov 21 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:17:40 AM] [0:26]  BUT OUR AFTERNOON TEMPERATURES REALLY NOT GOING TO SEE MUCH IN THE SENSE OF A COOL DOWN WE'RE GOING TO BE RIGHT IN THE UPPER 70'S LOW 80'S FOR NOT JUST THIS WEEKEND INTO NEXT WEEK AND EVEN AS WE APPROACH THANKSGIVING BY THURSDAY WE'LL SEE A HIGH. OF AROUND 83 CARLA PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW ON THE SHORT LIST FOR FINALISTS FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT'S A MOVE THAT COULD HAVE A HUGE IMPACT ON OUR AREA CHANNEL NINE'S MELANIE HOLT REPORTS THAT COULD BRING HUNDREDS OF JOBS WITH ITS HEADQUARTERS. 
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			 			[6:18:12 AM] [0:25]  WE HAVE BLUE ORIGIN SPACE X ONE WHERE ALL 3 HERE US LOCKHEED MARTIN BOEING NORTHROP GRUMMAN.  ALL OF THESE CAPABILITIES GROWING HERE AND ADAPTING TO A GROWING COMMERCIAL SPACE MARKET PLACE AND NOW FLORIDA IS COMPETING FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS TO BE LOCATED HERE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE BASE COMMAND IS A JOINT COMMAND.  IT'S A COMBATANT COMMAND. 
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS News at 5 AM			Nov 21 2020 05:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[5:11:03 AM] [0:10]  WE'RE GETTING ANSWERS AND EXPLAINING HOW TO PREVENT IT FROM HAPPENING TO YOU.  PLUS PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND.  WHY THAT COULD BE GOOD NEWS FOR THE
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			 WFTV-ABC   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 EYEWITNESS News at 5 AM			Nov 21 2020 05:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[5:17:20 AM] [0:23]  SO THIS ISN'T HUGE AND IT'S REALLY NOT GOING TO INCREASE OR EXCUSE ME DECREASE OUR TEMPERATURES AS WE HEAD THROUGH THE AFTERNOON AS WE'RE KEEPING UPPER 70'S AND LOW 80'S IN THE FORECAST.  ALL THE WAY INTO THANKSGIVING AND I THANKSGIVING LOOKING DRY WITH PARTLY CLOUDY SKIES AND A HIGH OF 83 CARLA PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IS NOW ON THE SHORT LIST FOR FINALISTS FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IT'S A MOVE THAT COULD HAVE A HUGE IMPACT ON OUR AREA. 
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			 			[5:17:48 AM] [0:26]  WE HAVE BLUE ORIGIN SPACE X ONE WHERE ALL 3 HERE US LOCKHEED MARTIN BOEING NORTHROP GRUMMAN.  ALL OF THESE CAPABILITIES GROWING HERE AND ADAPTING TO A GROWING COMMERCIAL SPACE MARKET PLACE AND NOW FLORIDA IS COMPETING FOR THE NEW US SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS TO BE LOCATED HERE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE BASE COMMAND IS A JOINT COMMAND.  IT'S A COMBATANT COMMAND. 
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			 Islander News   Market: Miami-Ft. Lauderdale, FL (18) 


			 Florida a finalist for Space Command Headquarters, could mean billions in federa			Nov 21 2020 04:13PM ET 


			 


			 			FLORIDA a finalist for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, could mean billions in federal defense spending for the state  The Air Force has named sites in FLORIDA, Colorado and four other states as finalists to permanently house the U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS-a prize that would mean billions in federal defense spending for. the state with the winning bid.  Congress created both the SPACE COMMAND, which oversees U.S. military operations in space, and the corresponding service branch Space Force last year. In May, the Department of the Air Force asked for local governments to apply to permanently HOST the command center. Cities and counties in 24 states submitted bids. The Air Force now has narrowed the candidates to Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colo.PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE in Brevard County, Fla.Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, N.M.Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Neb.Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Ala., and Joint Base San Antonio in Texas. The Air Force will "conduct virtual and on-site visits" of each site and choose from among the finalists in "early 2021," Air Force spokeswoman Ann Stefanek said in a Thursday news release. The May request touched off a fierce competition among states, and some that pushed hard for selection did not make the short list. Progressive groups have called on President-elect Joe Biden to scrap the Space Force altogether, according to a Politico report this week. Doing so would require an act of Congress. This report first appeared on the website of the FLORIDA Phoenix, a nonprofit news organization dedicated to coverage of state government and politics from Tallahassee.  Author: Jacob Fischler
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			 WPTV-NBC   Market: West Palm Beach-Ft. Pierce, FL (39) 


			 News at 6 AM			Nov 21 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:15:39 AM] [0:49]  FACE MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING ARE REQUIRED.  THERE WILL ALSO BE LIVESTREAMS WITH COMMENTARY.  FLORIDA COULD SOON BE HOME FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT WOULD BE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, JUST NORTH OF MELBOURNE. COMMUNITIES IN 24 STATES NOMINATED THEMSELVES AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS.  OTHER LOCATIONS IN CONSIDERATION ARE IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, COLORADO, TEXAS, AND ALABAMA.  A DECISION SHOULD BE MADE BY EARLY NEXT YEAR.  YOU CAN NOW GO SNOW TUBING IN FLORIDA.  THIS ONE-OFAKIND PARK JUST NORTH OF TAMPA IS NOW OFFICIALLY OPEN. "SNOW CAT RIDGE" TOOK FIVE YEARS OF PLANNING. 
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			 WPTV-NBC   Market: West Palm Beach-Ft. Pierce, FL (39) 


			 Today on 5 at 5 AM			Nov 21 2020 05:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[5:55:52 AM] [0:36]  A TWIN SATELLITE IS EXPECTED TO BE LAUNCHED IN 20-25.  FLORIDA COULD SOON BE HOME FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT WOULD BE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, JUST NORTH OF MELBOURNE. COMMUNITIES IN 24 STATES NOMINATED THEMSELVES AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR HOSTING THE HEADQUARTERS.  THE OTHER FIVE LOCATIONS IN CONSIDERATION ARE IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, COLORADO, TEXAS, AND ALABAMA.  A LOCATION SHOULD BE CHOSEN BY EARLY NEXT YEAR. 
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			 WFOX-FOX   Market: Jacksonville, FL (43) 


			 Action News at 7 AM			Nov 21 2020 07:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[7:23:56 AM] [0:18]  IF YOU'RE PARTICIPATING MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING ARE REQUIRED.  FLORIDA IS A FINALIST FOR THE NEW HEADQUARTERS FOR US.  SPACE COMMAND.  THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE SAYS PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS BASE IS ABOUT 24 MILES SOUTH OF THE KENNEDY SPACE CENTER. 
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			 WFOX-FOX   Market: Jacksonville, FL (43) 


			 Action News at 6 AM			Nov 21 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:26:32 AM] [0:24]  YOU CAN SEE HERE THAT WILL BECOME A PART OF THE TRAIL MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING ARE REQUIRED.  FLORIDA IS A FINALIST FOR THE NEW HEADQUARTERS FOR US.  SPACE COMMAND.  THE DEPARTMENT OF AIR FORCE SAYS PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS THE BASE IS ABOUT 24 MILES SOUTH OF THE KENNEDY SPACE CENTER.  THE FINAL CHOICE IS EXPECTED IN MID JANUARY. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  11,430   			 Ad Value:  $266   			 Calc Ad Value:  $213   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $638   			 Runtime:  0:24   			 








			 


			 


			 68. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WJAX-CBS   Market: Jacksonville, FL (43) 


			 47 News at 6 AM			Nov 21 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:26:34 AM] [0:24]  YOU CAN SEE HERE THAT WILL BECOME A PART OF THE TRAIL MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING ARE REQUIRED.  FLORIDA IS A FINALIST FOR THE NEW HEADQUARTERS FOR US.  SPACE COMMAND.  THE DEPARTMENT OF AIR FORCE SAYS PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IN BREVARD COUNTY IS ONE OF 6 FINALISTS THE BASE IS ABOUT 24 MILES SOUTH OF THE KENNEDY SPACE CENTER.  THE FINAL CHOICE IS EXPECTED IN MID JANUARY. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  3,808   			 Ad Value:  $100   			 Calc Ad Value:  $80   
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			 WXCW-CW   Market: Ft. Myers-Naples, FL (54) 


			 WXCW7:00AMSat			Nov 21 2020 07:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[7:56:53 AM] [0:35]  THE AIR FORCE HAS SELECTED 6 LOCATIONS FOR THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AND ONE OF THEM IS RIGHT HERE IN FLORIDA.  FLORIDA'S GOVERNOR SAYS THE STATE HAS A LONG HISTORY OF SUPPORTING SPACE EFFORTS.  MAKING IT A PERFECT LOCATION IT WOULD BE PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE IF SELECTED.  IT'S LOCATED ON THE SOUTHEAST COAST.  EACH LOCATION HAS BEEN EVALUATED AND NOW THEY WILL CONDUCT ON SITE VISITS TO MAKE A DECISION BY NEXT YEAR.  PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE WILL REMAIN THE PROVISIONAL LOCATION FOR THE HEADQUARTERS UNTIL THERE IS A PERMANENT LOCATION, BUT WE HAVE A TON OF COOL STUFF IN FLORIDA.  BUT WHAT'S ONE MORE.  I LOVE IT RIGHT. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Nielsen Audience:  5,295   			 Ad Value:  $123   			 Calc Ad Value:  $144   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $430   			 Runtime:  0:35   			 








			 


			 


			 70. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 WFLX-FOX   Market: West Palm Beach-Ft. Pierce, FL (39) 


			 News at 7			Nov 23 2020 07:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[7:23:11 AM] [1:17]  THEIR P CRITICAL ROLE IN HELPING REDUCE FEELINGS OF ISOLATION, QUITE THE RESCUE FOR A FLORIDA MAN AND HIS PUPPY CAUGHT IN IGATOR.  RICHARD WILBANKS SAIYING A THE E WITH HIS DOG, GUNNER.  AL SUDDEN, HE HEARD A CRY FOR POND HAD GUNNER IN ITS GRASP.  IND VIDEO FROM THE FLORIDA WILDLIFE FEDERATION SHOWSANKS JO RESCUE "EVERYTHING IS GOING THROUGH MY ALLIGATOR AND I WAS LIKE 'YOU'VE GOT TO I REALLY DID NOT GRASP IT. "OH, IT WAS JUST A SHOCK.  IT HAPPENED SO FAST T KNOW, IN OVER. "ADRENALINE KICKED IN AND I JUST W WATER AFTER THE GATOR AND WITH ONLY A FEW CUTS AND GUNNER IS DOING GREAT.  THEWAS RE PROPERTY.  FLORIDA OR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTE PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, JUST NORTH OF M COMMUNITIES IN 24 STATES NOMINATED THEMSELVES ASPOTENTIAE HEADQUARTERS.  OTHERS IN CONSIDERATION ARE IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, COLORADO, TEXAS, AND ALABAMA.  A DECISION SHOULD BE MADE EARLY NEXT YEAR. 
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			 WPTV-NBC   Market: West Palm Beach-Ft. Pierce, FL (39) 


			 Today on 5 at 11 AM			Nov 23 2020 11:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[11:17:03 AM] [0:19]  FLORIDA COULD BE HOME FOR THE SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AT PATRICK AIRFORCE BASE NORTH OF MELBOURNE. COMMUNITIES IN 24 STATES NOMINATED THEMSELVES AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS, OTHERS ARE IN NEW MEXICO, COLORADO, TEXAS AND ALABAMA.  A DECISION SHOULD BE MADE EARLY NEXT YEAR. 
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			 WPTV-NBC   Market: West Palm Beach-Ft. Pierce, FL (39) 


			 News at 6 AM			Nov 23 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[6:16:06 AM] [0:27]  NO OFFICIAL PLAN HAS BEEN RELEASED YET.  FLORIDA COULD SOON BE HOME FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT WOULD BE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, JUST NORTH OF MELBOURNE. COMMUNITIES IN 24 STATES NOMINATED THEMSELVES AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR THE HEADQUARTERS.  OTHERS IN CONSIDERATION ARE IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, COLORADO, TEXAS, AND ALABAMA.  A DECISION SHOULD BE MADE EARLY NEXT YEAR. 
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			 WPTV-NBC   Market: West Palm Beach-Ft. Pierce, FL (39) 


			 Today on 5 at 5 AM			Nov 23 2020 05:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[5:25:42 AM] [0:30]  FLORIDA COULD SOON BE HOME FOR THE U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  IT WOULD BE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, JUST NORTH OF MELBOURNE. COMMUNITIES IN 24 STATES NOMINATED THEMSELVES AS POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR THE HEADQUARTERS.  OTHERS IN CONSIDERATION ARE IN NEW MEXICO, NEBRASKA, COLORADO, TEXAS, AND ALABAMA.  A DECISION SHOULD BE MADE EARLY NEXT YEAR. 
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			 CFLN-IND   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 NEWS AT 3 PM			Dec 2 2020 03:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[3:40:29 PM] [1:36]  OUR LATEST POLITICAL PODCAST DROPPED THIS MORNING.  IN THIS WEEK'S "CENTRAL FLORIDA: BEYOND THE SOUNDBITE, " WE'RE TALKING ABOUT SPACE FORCE, AND THE POSSIBILITY THAT IT COULD LAND RIGHT HERE IN CENTRAL FLORIDA AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE.  CONGRESSMAN MICHAEL WALTZ TALKS ABOUT HOW THE AIR FORCE DID AN ABOUT-FACE REGARDING THEIR DECISION. "THE AIR FORCE, IN MY VIEW, IN A VERY RUSHED PROCESS, IMMEDIATELY EXCLUDED FLORIDA AND NAMED FIVE PLACES IN COLORADO AND A PLACE IN CALIFORNIA, SO MYSELF, THE GOVERNOR, OUR SENATORS ALONG WITH OUR LOCAL OFFICIALS, STARTED ASKING A LOT OF TOUGH QUESTIONS ON HOW THIS DECISION WAS MADE, WHAT'S THE PROCESS.  AND ARE YOU KIDDING ME?  FLORIDA'S OUT OF THE RUNNING FOR A SPACE COMMAND? "INSIDE THE FIGHT TO BRING THE SPACE FORCE TO FLORIDA" ON THIS WEEK'S "CENTRAL FLORIDA: BEYOND THE SOUNDBITE.  SUBSCRIBE RIGHT NOW WHEREVER YOU GET YOUR PODCASTS OR FIND IT ON THE ALL-NEW SPECTRUM NEWS APP.  SENATE BUDGET METEOROLOGIST BRYAN KARRICK WITH YOU ON THIS COOL.  WEDNESDAY TEMPERATURES SO ABOUT TO WARM BRIEFLY AND THEN HAVE ANOTHER FRONT COMING ON IN.  WE'LL CHECK OUT WHERE THE SYSTEM CURRENTLY IS LOCATED.  THAT WILL BRING US TO CHANGE FOR THE WEEKEND 1ST IT IS.  THAT TIME OF YEAR? 
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			 CFLN-IND   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 NEWS AT 2 PM			Dec 2 2020 02:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[2:40:29 PM] [1:36]  OUR LATEST POLITICAL PODCAST DROPPED THIS MORNING.  IN THIS WEEK'S "CENTRAL FLORIDA: BEYOND THE SOUNDBITE, " WE'RE TALKING ABOUT SPACE FORCE, AND THE POSSIBILITY THAT IT COULD LAND RIGHT HERE IN CENTRAL FLORIDA AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE.  CONGRESSMAN MICHAEL WALTZ TALKS ABOUT HOW THE AIR FORCE DID AN ABOUT-FACE REGARDING THEIR DECISION. "THE AIR FORCE, IN MY VIEW, IN A VERY RUSHED PROCESS, IMMEDIATELY EXCLUDED FLORIDA AND NAMED FIVE PLACES IN COLORADO AND A PLACE IN CALIFORNIA, SO MYSELF, THE GOVERNOR, OUR SENATORS ALONG WITH OUR LOCAL OFFICIALS, STARTED ASKING A LOT OF TOUGH QUESTIONS ON HOW THIS DECISION WAS MADE, WHAT'S THE PROCESS.  AND ARE YOU KIDDING ME?  FLORIDA'S OUT OF THE RUNNING FOR A SPACE COMMAND? "INSIDE THE FIGHT TO BRING THE SPACE FORCE TO FLORIDA" ON THIS WEEK'S "CENTRAL FLORIDA: BEYOND THE SOUNDBITE.  SUBSCRIBE RIGHT NOW WHEREVER YOU GET YOUR PODCASTS OR FIND IT ON THE ALL-NEW SPECTRUM NEWS APP.  SENATE BUDGET METEOROLOGIST BRYAN KARRICK WITH YOU ON THIS COOL.  WEDNESDAY TEMPERATURES SO ABOUT TO WARM BRIEFLY AND THEN HAVE ANOTHER FRONT COMING ON IN.  WE'LL CHECK OUT WHERE THE SYSTEM CURRENTLY IS LOCATED.  THAT WILL BRING US TO CHANGE FOR THE WEEKEND 1ST IT IS.  THAT TIME OF YEAR? 
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  N/A   			 Ad Value:  $240   			 Calc Ad Value:  $768   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $2,304   			 Runtime:  1:36   			 
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			 CFLN-IND   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 NEWS AT 1 PM			Dec 2 2020 01:00PM ET 


			 


			 			[1:40:32 PM] [1:36]  OUR LATEST POLITICAL PODCAST DROPPED THIS MORNING.  IN THIS WEEK'S "CENTRAL FLORIDA: BEYOND THE SOUNDBITE, " WE'RE TALKING ABOUT SPACE FORCE, AND THE POSSIBILITY THAT IT COULD LAND RIGHT HERE IN CENTRAL FLORIDA AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE.  CONGRESSMAN MICHAEL WALTZ TALKS ABOUT HOW THE AIR FORCE DID AN ABOUT-FACE REGARDING THEIR DECISION. "THE AIR FORCE, IN MY VIEW, IN A VERY RUSHED PROCESS, IMMEDIATELY EXCLUDED FLORIDA AND NAMED FIVE PLACES IN COLORADO AND A PLACE IN CALIFORNIA, SO MYSELF, THE GOVERNOR, OUR SENATORS ALONG WITH OUR LOCAL OFFICIALS, STARTED ASKING A LOT OF TOUGH QUESTIONS ON HOW THIS DECISION WAS MADE, WHAT'S THE PROCESS.  AND ARE YOU KIDDING ME?  FLORIDA'S OUT OF THE RUNNING FOR A SPACE COMMAND? "INSIDE THE FIGHT TO BRING THE SPACE FORCE TO FLORIDA" ON THIS WEEK'S "CENTRAL FLORIDA: BEYOND THE SOUNDBITE.  SUBSCRIBE RIGHT NOW WHEREVER YOU GET YOUR PODCASTS OR FIND IT ON THE ALL-NEW SPECTRUM NEWS APP.  SENATE BUDGET METEOROLOGIST BRYAN KARRICK WITH YOU ON THIS COOL.  WEDNESDAY TEMPERATURES SO ABOUT TO WARM BRIEFLY AND THEN HAVE ANOTHER FRONT COMING ON IN.  WE'LL CHECK OUT WHERE THE SYSTEM CURRENTLY IS LOCATED.  THAT WILL BRING US TO CHANGE FOR THE WEEKEND 1ST IT IS.  THAT TIME OF YEAR? 
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			 						 Nielsen Audience:  N/A   			 Ad Value:  $240   			 Calc Ad Value:  $768   
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			 WKMG-TV [CBS 6]   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Vice President Mike Pence coming to KSC to chair his final National Space Counci			Dec 4 2020 04:36PM ET 


			 


			 			 Pence is scheduled to first visit Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, meeting with members of the 45th Space Wing. Then he will chair the 8th meeting of the National Space Council at Kennedy Space Center, according to the White House. The last meeting of the council happened in May at NASA HEADQUARTERS, a few weeks before SpaceX would successfully launch NASA Astronauts Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley to the space station. The vice president is expected to deliver remark's on NASA's Artemis program and space achievements made under President Donald Trump's leadership. The U.S. space program faces swings in guidance from one administration to another. During the past four years, Trump's guidance of the space program was ambitious. At the direction of the Trump Administration NASA moved up its return with astronauts to the moon by four years, now slated for 2024 but it remains to be seen if that goal is met or continues to be the timeline under the incoming administration. A test flight without astronauts, known as Artemis-1, around the moon is slated to launch next year from Kennedy Space Center. This year, NASA astronauts launched from FLORIDA for the first time since 2011 under the commercial crew program established under the Obama administration. SpaceX became the first private company to launch and deliver astronauts to the International Space Station- and return them safely home. Trump's space policy has heavily focused on defense. Under his administration he established the U.S. Space Force, the branch under the U.S. Air Force and re-established U.S. SPACE COMMAND to oversee national security missions in space, many of which already launch from FLORIDA'S Space Coast. The U.S. SPACE COMMAND was previously established in 1985 to coordinate the use of outer space by the branches of the U.S. military but later disbanded. In 2019, it was established as the 11th combatant command. NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine has already announced he will not stay on leading the American space agency, even if he is asked. 
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			 Florida Today   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Brevard faces stiff competition from Colorado for Space Command headquarters			Dec 6 2020 06:28PM ET 


			 


			 			Brevard faces stiff competition from Colorado for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  A bipartisan contingent of FLORIDA members of Congress is pushing for the Air Force to locate U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS in Brevard County.  But Dale Ketcham, Space FLORIDA'S vice president for government and external relations, says it could be a uphill battle to win the HEADQUARTERS away from front-runner Colorado, where the HEADQUARTERS is temporarily based and where a predecessor of SPACE COMMAND had been LOCATED. "For any state, dethroning Colorado is a monumental task," Ketcham said. "Everyone everywhere recognized that Colorado is the front-runner." Even if the Space Coast does not make the final cut, Ketcham said being in the current process will put the area in a good spot to be in the running for future missions, programs and units. More: Brevard advances for selection of U.S. SPACE COMMAND HQ  Author: Dave Berman
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			 NEWS AT 6 AM			Dec 6 2020 06:00AM ET 


			 


			 			[7:45:36 AM] [0:05]  WHAT'S THE LATEST ON THE EFFORT TO FLORIDA THE SPACE THE U.S.  SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS. 
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			 Florida Today   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Space Command headquarters, Starliner delay and Cargo Dragon - News in 90 for De			Dec 7 2020 06:45PM ET 


			 


			 			SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Starliner delay and Cargo Dragon - News in 90 for Dec. 7  Looking for more information on the stories covered in today's News in 90 Seconds segment?  You can find the stories here: Rob Landers is a USA Today Network of FLORIDA Multimedia Storyteller. You can email him at rlanders@gannett.com or find him on Twitter and Instagram at @ByRobLanders.
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			 Florida Today   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Space Command headquarters, Starliner delay and Cargo Dragon: NI90			Dec 7 2020 06:45PM ET 


			 


			 			SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Starliner delay and Cargo Dragon: NI90  FLORIDA TODAY's Rob Landers brings you some of today's top stories on the News in 90 Seconds for Dec. 7


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  186,839   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $441   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $1,323   			 Word Count:  29   			 Average Stay:  220.22   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  54,613   			 Page Views:  1,923,670   








			 


			 


			 82. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 Florida Today   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Brevard faces stiff competition from Colorado for Space Command headquarters			Dec 7 2020 05:25PM ET 


			 


			 			Brevard faces stiff competition from Colorado for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS  A bipartisan contingent of FLORIDA members of Congress is pushing for the Air Force to locate U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS in Brevard County.  But Dale Ketcham, Space FLORIDA'S vice president for government and external relations, says it could be an uphill battle to win the HEADQUARTERS away from front-runner Colorado, where the HEADQUARTERS is temporarily based and where a predecessor of SPACE COMMAND had been LOCATED. "For any state, dethroning Colorado is a monumental task," Ketcham said. "Everyone everywhere recognized that Colorado is the front-runner." Even if the Space Coast does not make the final cut, Ketcham said being in the current process will put the area in a good spot to be in the running for future missions, programs and units. More: Some Space Coast Air Force members officially transfer to the Space Force U.S. SPACE COMMAND was established last year as the military's 11th unified combatant command. For now, it is HEADQUARTERED at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, which had been the HEADQUARTERS of the Air Force SPACE COMMAND prior to the establishment of the new unified command. The Air Force last month announced that Brevard County and Peterson Air Force Base are among the six finalists to advance in the selection process for SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS. The others are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Port San Antonio in Texas and Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama. The Air Force received nominations from 26 states, and narrowed the candidates down to these six finalists. Ketcham said the Space Coast's strength in the competition is its extensive space-related facilities and operations. He said Space FLORIDA will "bring everything we can to the table" as part of a coordinated state effort to get the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. "The whole state is aggressively teed up to go after that," Ketcham said. At stake are about 1,400 positions directly connected to SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, with about 40% uniformed personnel - including a four-star general -and 60% contractors and civil servants. Ketcham said he expects a preferred site and an alternate site to be named by the Pentagon in the first quarter of 2021 for consideration by the White House. Twenty-one members of FLORIDA'S congressional delegation joined in support of FLORIDA'S efforts to locate SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS in Brevard. "PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE and its associated Cape Canaveral Air Force Station has earned a global reputation as the world's premier gateway to space for government and commercial customers," members of the delegation wrote in a letter to acting Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller and Secretary of the Air Force Barbara Barrett. "It is also home to the 45th Space Wing, which delivers assured access to space for warfighters."  Author: Dave Berman
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			 WUFT-am   Market: Gainesville, FL (160) 


			 The Point, Dec. 7, 2020: Florida's Coronavirus Death Total Is Approaching 20,000			Dec 7 2020 12:47PM ET 


			 


			 			The Point, Dec. 7, 2020: FLORIDA'S Coronavirus Death Total Is Approaching 20,000  Subscribe to The Point, arriving in your inbox Monday through Friday at 8 a.m.  Today's top FLORIDA stories * WUSF: FLORIDA Sees A Dip In Coronavirus Cases, But Nearly 100 Daily Deaths. "After a three-day stretch of more than 10,000 positive coronavirus cases, FLORIDA saw a dip in the number of cases on Sunday. The state also reported 96 new deaths related to coronavirus on Sunday, bringing the statewide total to 19,423." * WUFT News: UF Faculty, Student Organizations Protest Against Spring Reopening During Board of Trustees Meeting. "Coronavirus was not on its official agenda, but protesters ensured that board members continued to hear disagreement with the university's decision to offer a majority of classes in person. The meeting occurred at the end of the week in which UF surpassed Clemson University for the most cumulative COVID-19 campus cases in the nation - 5,467 at UF to 5,391 at Clemson - as of Saturday morning." * WMFE: As Marion County COVID-19 cases climb, health official says 'we can. control how high this goes.' "Marion County is seeing a significant increase in COVID-19 cases already this month. The county added 183 new cases on Thursday with a test positivity rate of 13 percent. And five more deaths were recorded." * Sun Sentinel ($): These South FLORIDA hospitals expect the COVID-19 vaccine within days. It'll go to workers on the front lines. "Memorial Regional Hospital in Hollywood and Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami will be awaiting permission from the government to start using the vaccines." * Fort Myers News-Press ($): FGCU to bill students, employees for not using COVID test kits. "FLORIDA Gulf Coast University is offering COVID-19 test kits ahead of its monthlong winter break, but students and employees who request a kit and then fail to use it could be looking at a $194 bill in the new year." * WCJB: Neighbor witnesses fatal shooting of a woman and infant in. Northeast Gainesville. "The Gainesville Police Department is investigating the fatal shooting of a woman and her less than one year old baby." * NPR News: Offshore Drilling Set To Begin Off FLORIDA Alarms Environmentalists. "President Trump recently signed an order extending a ban on drilling in U.S. waters in the Atlantic. But in the Bahamas, a small company has received permission to begin doing exploratory drilling just 150 miles from the FLORIDA coast. FLORIDA Today ($): Brevard faces stiff competition from Colorado for SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. "A bipartisan contingent of FLORIDA members of Congress is pushing for the Air Force to locate U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS in Brevard County." * Tampa Bay Times ($): What's next for climate change in FLORIDA Legislature?  Surveys show most Floridians accept the realities of climate change and worry about the impacts. A shift in the electorate, advocates say, has led to a gradual thaw on conversations about the problem in Tallahassee." * Bay News 9: Citrus County Student Receives Rare Scholarship, Admitted to Princeton. "Many dream, many apply but only a few get in and Xander Jenkin got in. A year ago, Xander never thought he'd read the words 'Congratulations. FLORIDA Politics: Mixed drinks to go: Jennifer Bradley files booze delivery bill. "After the year Floridians have had, one of the state's newest Senators thinks they might need a libation or two." Today's sponsored message We focus our legal attention on these practice areas: * Family Law * Business law * Estate Planning * Probate * Guardianship Visit lawyergainesville.com or call 352-373-3334 today to learn more. From NPR News * Health: He Designed A Smartwatch App To Help Stop His Dad's Nightmares * Health: 'This Is Marketing' Author On How To Market A Vaccine To Americans * Health: Coronavirus FAQs: Are Playgrounds Too Risky? 
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			 Orlando Sentinel   Market: Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne, FL (17) 


			 Space Florida makes the case for putting U.S. Space Command at Patrick AFB			Dec 8 2020 06:12PM ET 


			 


			 			Space FLORIDA makes the case for putting U.S. SPACE COMMAND at Patrick AFB  TALLAHASSEE - Space FLORIDA leaders on Tuesday praised the aerospace facilities and commercial operations in the state, as site selectors inspected PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE as a finalist to be the permanent command HEADQUARTERS of Space Force.  Space FLORIDA President and CEO Frank DiBello told the Enterprise FLORIDA Board of Directors that FLORIDA has made a "very strong case" for the Brevard County military base south of Cape Canaveral, which is one of six finalists for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. "We're already part of a support network for three combatant commands," DiBello said during a virtual meeting Tuesday. "We're one of the most military-friendly communities and a very military-friendly state. We have a very large number of active-duty reserve and guard personnel and military dependents and more than 68,000 veterans, which is a good 11 percent of our population. And that's indicative of the fact that this is a great place for a military facility to locate and to operate." The growth of the commercial aerospace industry throughout the state enhances the appeal of FLORIDA for serving as the "launchpad for national security missions in space," Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nunez, who serves as chairwoman of the Space FLORIDA board of directors, told the Enterprise FLORIDA board in a video. DiBello noted that U.S. Air Force officials were onsite Tuesday, conducting an engineering and tactical-focus review of PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE to select the command HEADQUARTERS of Space Force, the new military branch created by President Donald Trump. The Air Force has outlined that the command HEADQUARTERS should be LOCATED within 25 miles of a military installation, be among the top 150 largest Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the U.S. and score a 50 or higher out of 100 on the American Association of Retired Persons Public Policy Institute's Livability. Index. PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE was the only FLORIDA location to make the shortlist. Other remaining candidates to HOST the new combatant command, which will house about 1,400 military and civilian personnel, are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, Port San Antonio in Texas, and Redstone Arsenal in Alabama. A final decision is expected early next year.  Author: Jim Turner
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			 Florida launches 'strong case' for Space Force			Dec 8 2020 06:08PM CT 


			 


			 			FLORIDA launches 'strong case' for Space Force  TALLAHASSEE - Space FLORIDA leaders on Tuesday praised aerospace facilities and commercial operations in the state, as site selectors inspected PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE as a finalist to be the permanent command HEADQUARTERS of Space Force.  Space FLORIDA President and CEO Frank DiBello told the Enterprise FLORIDA Board of Directors that FLORIDA has made a "very strong case" for the Brevard County military base south of Cape Canaveral, which is one of six finalists for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.
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			 Florida makes 'strong case'to be new headquarters for US Space Force			Dec 8 2020 07:06PM ET 


			 


			 			FLORIDA makes 'strong case'to be new HEADQUARTERS for US Space Force  TALLAHASSEE, Fla.  Space FLORIDA leaders on Tuesday praised aerospace facilities and commercial operations in the state, as site selectors inspected PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE as a finalist to be the permanent command HEADQUARTERS of Space Force.  Space FLORIDA President and CEO Frank DiBello told the Enterprise FLORIDA Board of Directors that FLORIDA has made a "very strong case" for the Brevard County military base south of Cape Canaveral, which is one of six finalists for U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. "We're already part of a support network for three combatant commands," DiBello said during a virtual meeting Tuesday. "We're one of the most military-friendly communities and a very military-friendly state. We have a very large number of active-duty reserve and guard personnel and military dependents and more than 68,000 veterans, which is a good 11 percent of our population. And that's indicative of the fact that this is a great place for a military facility to locate and to operate." RELATED: Chuck Yeager, the first man to break the sound barrier, dead at 97 The growth of the commercial aerospace industry throughout the state enhances the appeal of FLORIDA for serving. as the "launch pad for national security missions in space," Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nunez, who serves as chairwoman of the Space FLORIDA board of directors, told the Enterprise FLORIDA board in a video. "The natural symbiotic relationship between the demands of national security and our ever-expanding commercial presence makes FLORIDA the ideal location for this command," Nunez said. "The collaborative benefits of sharing the same community with SpaceX, Blue Origin, United Launch Alliance, Firefly and Relativity, and those who will follow, best position the U.S. to dominate challenges in space." DiBello noted that U.S. Air Force officials were onsite Tuesday, conducting an engineering and tactical-focus review of. PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE in the effort to select the command HEADQUARTERS of Space Force, the new military branch created by President Donald Trump. RELATED: 4-star Army General Lloyd Austin is Biden's pick for secretary of defense, sources say The Air Force has outlined that the command HEADQUARTERS should be LOCATED within 25 miles of a military installation, be among the top 150 largest Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the U.S. and score a 50. or higher out of 100 on the American Association of Retired Persons Public Policy Institute's Livability Index. PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE was the only FLORIDA location to make the shortlist. Other remaining candidates to HOST the new combatant command, which will house about 1,400 military and civilian personnel, are Kirtland Air Force Base in New Mexico, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, Port San Antonio in Texas, and Redstone Arsenal in Alabama. The HEADQUARTERS for Space Force is the Pentagon, as are all military services. RELATED: 'Robodogs'to patrol FLORIDA Air Force Base SPACECOM, established in August 2019, remains temporarily housed at Peterson AFB in Colorado Springs. Peterson AFB and the Army's Redstone Arsenal near Huntsville are the only locations that also were finalists when an initial search for a permanent command locale was conducted. No FLORIDA location was a finalist in the initial search. The current shortlist was announced on Nov. 19 and the site-selection team is expected to hold a virtual meeting Dec. 
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			 KOAT-ABC   Market: Albuquerque-Santa Fe, NM (48) 


			 Action 7 News Live at 6:00			Nov 19 2020 06:00PM MT 


			 


			 			[6:08:20 PM] [1:28]  SO THE DROUGHT IS BAD.  IT'S GOING TO GET WORSE CONSERVE EVERY DROP YOU CAN WE'LL TALK MORE ABOUT YOUR CHANGEABLE FORECAST COMING UP IN MY KET 7 WEATHER FORECAST AHEAD ALBUQUERQUE NOW IN THE TOP SIX FOR CONSIDERATION TO HOST A NEW FEDERAL AEROSPACE FACILITY IN MAY NEW MEXICO WAS SUBMITTED AS A POSSIBLE. LOCATION FOR THE US SPACE COMMAND HOSTING THE FEDERAL FACILITY WILL ADD MORE THAN A THOUSAND JOBS NOW, KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE IS AMONG THE FINALISTS WITH NEIGHBORING, COLORADO AND TEXAS.  THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE WILL BEGIN VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON SITE SURVEYS IN A FEW MONTHS.  HE PREFERRED SITE AND UP TO THREE ALTERNATIVES COULD BE ANNOUNCED IN JANUARY TRACING YOUR FAMILY.  ROOTS HAS BECOME A POPULAR HOBBY, ESPECIALLY NOW BECAUSE PEOPLE HAVE MORE TIME AT HOME BERNALILLO COUNTY IS OFFERING FREE CLASSES TO TEACH YOU HOW TO GET STARTED.  THERE ARE FOUR CLASSES COMING UP BEGINNING MONDAY LEARN HOW TO USE ONLINE RESOURCES TO ORGANIZE YOUR FAMILY TREE GENEALOGISTS A ONE OF THE MOST INTIMIDATING PARTS OF GETTING STARTED IS JUST LEARNING HOW TO THROUGH CENSUS DOCUMENTS.  WHEN THEY RELEASE THE CENSUS DATA ISN'T A WHOLE LOT OF HELP UNLESS YOU WANT TO JUST SIT THERE AND SCAN THROUGH THE MICROFILM.  THIS CLASS IS HAPPENING VIRTUALLY TO FIND OUT HOW TO REGISTER GO TO THE BERNALILLO COUNTY SENIOR SERVICES FACEBOOK PAGE AND ALBUQUERQUE NATIVE IS STAYING WITH NEW MEXICO UNITED FORWARD DEVON.  SANDOVAL WAS THE FIRST PLAYER ANNOUNCED WITH A TEAM WAS FORMED IN 2019.  AND NOW THE FORMER LOBO WILL BE STAYING FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER YEAR A TARGET 7 INVESTIGATION ALBUQUERQUE POLICE OFFICERS PAID FOR OVERTIME, BUT DID THEY ACTUALLY WORK THE HOURS? 
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			 KOB-TV [NBC 4]   Market: Albuquerque-Santa Fe, NM (48) 


			 Albuquerque among finalists for new U.S. Space Command			Nov 19 2020 09:58PM MT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque among finalists for new U.S. SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.- The City of Albuquerque announced Thursday that it's one of six finalists for a new U.S. SPACE COMMAND.  The U.S. SPACE COMMAND is the latest in 11 unified commands in the Department of Defense. In May, the U.S. Air Force officially began location exploration, and shortly after, Mayor Tim Keller and Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest, proposing KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE as an ideal location. Other finalists include: "We are excited to hear that the KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE in Albuquerque has been selected as one of the final candidates for the new SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, said Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND. We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead.  The Department of Defense will begin virtual and in-person, COVID-safe site surveys in the coming months, according to the city. A preferred site, and up to three alternatives are expected to be selected in January. "Our state's emergence as a center for space exploration and research means we have a highly-skilled and knowledgeable workforce ready welcome the permanent U.S. SPACE COMMAND to the Land of Enchantment. Combined with Albuquerque's existing strong partnerships with KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, Sandia Labs, the Air Force Research labs, and our quality of life and resilience as one of the healthiest cities in the nation in the wake of COVID-19 and I know we have a good shot,"said Albuquerque Mayor Tim. Keller.
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			 NM makes the Space Command short list			Nov 19 2020 10:00PM MT 


			 


			 			NM makes the SPACE COMMAND short list  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - Albuquerque made the short list of cities nationwide that the U.S. Air Force is considering to permanently locate the new U.S.  SPACE COMMAND, pitting NEW MEXICO against five other competing cities, city and state officials announced on Tuesday afternoon. Albuquerque was one of 31 cities that the U.S. Department of Defense said last summer it would consider in an initial round of screening for potential locations. If the new command were to locate here, it would bring more than 1,000 new jobs to the city, plus potential for billions in spending and contracts for local companies over time. Albuquerque is now competing against Air Force bases in Colorado, Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and Texas. A final decision is expected in January. Given the state's extensive military and space-related assets, local and state government officials believe Albuquerque stands a good fighting chance to land the SPACE COMMAND. "We are excited to hear that KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE in Albuquerque has been selected as one of the final candidates for the new SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham said in a prepared statement. "Our state's strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND. We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead." With the recent announcement that the Orion Group aerospace company is planning to establish a major manufacturing center near the Albuquerque International Sunport, the possibility of also landing the SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS could solidify the city. and state's emerging national standing as a space industry powerhouse, said Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller. ADVERTISEMENT Skip "With this opportunity and the exciting news around the Orion Group, we are on track to become home base for space," Keller said in a statement. 
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			 Latest New Mexico news, sports, business and entertainment at 11:20 a.m. MST			Nov 20 2020 06:41PM MT 


			 


			 			Latest NEW MEXICO news, sports, business and entertainment at 11:20 a.m. MST  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered as a place to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE in Albuquerque and bases in Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys.  VIRUS OUTBREAK-NEW MEXICO SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - The governor is calling a special legislative session next week in the hope of providing new economic relief from the coronavirus pandemic and aggressive health restrictions. Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham made the announcement Thursday as daily coronavirus infections statewide surged to new highs. Health officials reported a daily record of 3,675 new COVID-19 infections, and 12 related deaths. Lujan Grisham described a proposed $300 million relief package that would funnel federal relief funds already assigned to NEW MEXICO toward unemployment assistance, individual housing costs and grants to small businesses. More retail stores are shutting down in-person sales because of changes to the state's lockdown order aimed at shrinking a loophole for big-box stores. POLICE SHOOTING-LOS LUNAS LOS LUNAS, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO State Police says an officer fatally shot a man allegedly trying to grab an officer's gun during an encounter following a chase. A State Police statement said the incident occurred Thursday in Los Lunas on the Manzano Expressway. The statement said the shooting occurred a short time after a State Police officer tried to conduct a traffic stop on the expressway, prompting a pursuit that a supervisor terminated due to road conditions and traffic. The statement said two officers minutes later were sent to a location where a man reportedly was trying to stop traffic and that the man was shot while resisting arrest. The man's identity was not released immediately. WITNESS TESTIMONY STANDARD SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO Supreme Court on Thursday upheld a man's first-degree murder convictions in the 2014 killings of two Santa Fe teens as the justices set a new standard for courts to consider eyewitness testimony identifying a criminal suspect. The justices upheld Ricardo Martinez's convictions in the 2014 shooting deaths of 18-year-old Venancio Cisneros and Cisneros' 13-year-old girlfriend, who the ruling identified only by initials. The new standard precludes admission of eyewitness identifications produced by "unnecessarily suggestive" police procedures. The ruling said the eyewitness testimony was properly admitted at trial both under the newly adopted state standard and a federal rule it replaced. COLORADO-HUMAN REMAINS FOUND DENVER (AP) - A 26-year-old man sought by police after the remains of three people were found near a rural town in southern Colorado was arrested Thursday at a motel in NEW MEXICO. The Colorado Bureau of Investigation says Adre Jordan Baroz was arrested without incident in Gallup and is facing charges of first-degree homicide, first-degree assault and second-degree kidnapping. His warrant remains sealed, and no additional information was available Thursday. Searches last week uncovered the skeletal remains of three people on two properties near Los Sauces, a tiny community more than 200 miles south of Denver. The remains haven't been identified. OIL WELL-CLEANUP SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO State Land Office that oversees thousands of oil and natural gas development leases in a major U.S. petroleum-production basin is expanding environmental enforcement efforts to ensure that oilfield sites get cleaned up and restored as leases expire. At an online news conference Thursday, the agency announced enhanced reviews at oil-lease sites that pose immediate environmental concerns. Officials say the initiative already has resulted in completed environmental reclamation efforts at sites spanning roughly 11 square miles (28 square kilometers), and the plugging of nine oil wells within the Permian Basin in southeastern NEW MEXICO. AP-US-BORDER-ARRESTS SAN DIEGO (AP) - U.S. border authorities stopped people entering the country illegally from Mexico more than 69,000 times in October, the sixth straight monthly increase and the highest level since July 2019. Mark Morgan, acting Customs and Border Protection commissioner, said deteriorating economic conditions were driving more people to come to the United States. The percentage of people caught who had tried crossing the border at least once in the previous year was 37% for those expelled from March through September. The numbers offer a likely scenario of what President-elect Joe Biden will inherit upon taking office in January. POLICE SHOOTING-LOS LUNAS LOS LUNAS, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO State Police says one of its officers was involved in a shooting Thursday that left a suspect injured. The State Police said the shooting occurred in Los Lunas on the southern outskirts of metro Albuquerque and that the officer involved wasn't injured. The statement provided no details on the circumstances of the shooting, identities of those involved or the condition of the injured suspect.
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			 KOB-NBC   Market: Albuquerque-Santa Fe, NM (48) 


			 Eyewitness News 4 Today at 5			Nov 20 2020 05:00AM MT 


			 


			 			[5:03:05 AM] [0:30]  RISE IN NEW MEXICO.  THE STATE IS TRYING TO ADDRESS THAT TODAY.  CASEY TORRES IS LIVE IN SOUTHEAST ALBUQUERQUE WITH DETAILS ON THE NEW COVID CARE SITE OPENING TODAY.  DANIELLE, COLTON. 774 PEOPLE ARE LAYING ON A HOSPITAL BED IN NEW MEXICO AS WE SPEAK.  THAT NUMBER SKYROCKETED WITHIN A FEW WEEKS.  THE OLD GIBSON HOSPITAL WILL HELP WITH THAT STARTING TODAY. 
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			 			[5:04:48 AM] [0:47]  BCAK TO YOU.  CORONAVIRUS NUMBERS CONTINUE TO JUMP HIGHER AND HIGHER EVERY DAY.  NEW MEXICO KEEPS SETTING GRIM RECORDS.  MORE THAN 36-HUNDRED NEW CASES YESTERDAY.  OUR TOTAL IS NOW PAST 74-THOUSAND.  WE'RE ALSO PAST 13-HUNDRED DEATHS.  HEALTH OFFICIALS ADDED ANOTHER 12 DEATHS.  ALL WERE HOSPITALIZED, HAD EXISTING CONDITIONS, OR BOTH.  THE FAMILY OF NEW MEXICO'S YOUNGEST CORONAVIRUS VICTIM IS SPEAKING OUT ABOUT HIS LIFE AND THIS VIRUS.  TWELVE YEAR OLD AEDAN SELPH DIED EARLIER THIS WEEK.  HE WAS BORN PREMATURE, BLIND AND FOUGHT HARD AGAINST BRAIN SWELLING, SCOLIOSIS, AND SEIZURES. 
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			 			[5:06:24 AM] [0:26]  THERE HAVE BEEN AT LEAST TWO RAPID RESPONSES EACH AT THE COSTCO'S ON RENAISSANCE AND EUBANK.  FOUR CASES MEANS THEY'LL HAVE TO CLOSE FOR TWO WEEKS.  MORE THAN 260 BUSINESSES AROUND NEW MEXICO ARE ON THE WATCHLIST RIGHT NOW. 23 ARE CLOSED.  SOME OF THE CLOSURES RIGHT NOW INCLUDES GROCERY STORES IN RURAL PARTS OF OUR STATE. 
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			 			[5:07:32 AM] [0:24]  WE'RE FRIMLY ADVISED TO CELEBRATE WITHIN OUR HOUSEHOLD.  AFTER THE BREAK, ALBUQUERQUE COULD POTENTIALLY HOST THE NEW U-S SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.  MORE DETAILS ON THAT COMPETITIVE SELECTION PROCESS.  PLUS-HOW ONE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SCHOOL DISTRICT IS HELPING FAMILIES BEFORE THANKSGIVING, WHILE ALSO GETTING STUDENTS UP TO DATE ON IMMUNIZATIONS. 
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			 Albuquerque a finalist to host U.S. Space Command			Nov 20 2020 09:52AM MT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque a finalist to HOST U.S. SPACE COMMAND  The New MexicanAlbuquerque has been named as one of six finalists to HOST the new U.S. SPACE COMMAND, NEW MEXICO'S congressional delegation announced late Thursday.  The command is responsible for U.S. military operations in space, and local proponents have pushed Albuquerque as a natural site to get the designation, citing its proximity to KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE and two other U.S. Air Force bases in the state. The state's Spaceport America also is seen as a driver in the discussion. "I am encouraged that the U.S. Air Force recognizes the incredible potential that Albuquerque. has to build a successful SPACE COMMAND, Sen. Tom Udall said in a statement. "Albuquerque is not only the home of some of our nation's top national security practitioners, but it is an incubator of new ideas with cutting-edge space research and innovation facilities." The other five finalists are: Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs (currently the home of SPACE COMMAND)Patrick Air Force Base in Brevard County, Fla.Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Neb.Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Ala.and Joint Base San Antonio in San Antonio, Texas. A final decision is expected in early 2021. The U.S. Space Force, created last year under President Donald Trump, is the first branch added to the nation's military since the 1940s. It will operate under the umbrella of the Air Force, which was expected to announce a HEADQUARTERS for the SPACE COMMAND late this year, but a new search commenced earlier this year.
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			 AFRL opens new space-related lab			Nov 20 2020 09:54PM MT 


			 


			 			AFRL opens new space-related lab  Director of Air Force Research Laboratory Space Vehicles Directorate Col. Eric Felt, left, and Benjamin Urioste, research engineer, prepare  to break the satellite pinata Oct. 29 following the ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the opening of the directorate's Deployable Structures Laboratory at KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Ireland Summers) ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - A new $4 million, 7,000-square-foot laboratory at KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE will boost Air Force Research Laboratory development of high-tech components for spacecraft. The AFRL began construction of its new Deployable Structures Laboratory - or "DeSel" - in December to provide more space with special features to test materials and components free from vibration and other interference, said Brent Taft, program manager for the Spacecraft Component Technologies branch of AFRL's Space Vehicles Directorate. The AFRL held an inaugural event Oct. 
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			 			A 25,000-square-foot Space Control Laboratory opened this month at Kirtland to consolidate multiple laboratories into a single place for about 65 personnel. And a 2,800-square-foot addition to one of the Missile Warning/Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Branch laboratories will open in December to co-locate people working on space sensor technologies. Infrastructure modernization could improve Albuquerque's chance to land the military's new SPACE COMMAND. Albuquerque is one of six cities competing to HOST Spacecom's permanent HEADQUARTERS. Two new huge development projects outside the base could also boost Albuquerque's chances. The Orion Group, a subsidiary of East Coast aerospace company Theia Group Inc., announced plans last week to build a huge manufacturing and assembly facility just west of Kirtland. 
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			 Albuquerque is among finalist locations for Space Command			Nov 20 2020 03:06PM MT 


			 


			 			Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)  The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense.  The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE in Albuquerque, Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska, Redstone Army Airfield in Alabama and Port San Antonio in Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. Assistant Air Force Secretary John Henderson sent a letter to Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller on Thursday congratulating the city and state for being designated as a candidate location with five others for consideration. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. Keller and Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham submitted a letter of interest in June, a month after the Air Force began its search. Our states strong and growing role in space exploration, space science and national security related space matters puts it in a strong position to become the home of the new SPACE COMMAND, Lujan Grisham said in a statement Thursday. We look forward to working with the Department of Defense in the weeks and months ahead. The new command would bring more than 1,000 new jobs and the potential for billions in spending and contracts in NEW MEXICO. Government officials believe Albuquerque stands a fighting chance given the state's extensive military and space-related assets. You might also like  Author: Toggle Font
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			 			Latest NEW MEXICO news, sports, business and entertainment at 1:20 a.m. MST  NEW MEXICO opens alternate care facility for COVID patients  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)  NEW MEXICO hospitals face a capacity crunch because of the coronavirus outbreak, so the state on Friday opened an alternate care facility for COVID-19 patients. in a renovated former hospital in Albuquerque. The state Department of Health said the Gibson Medical Center will serve adults who don't require acute care. The facility won't have an emergency hospital, intensive care unit or surgical suite. It initially will provide 25 beds for patients needing nursing care and an additional 25 beds for isolation or quarantine. Capacity can be expanded to up to 180 beds. State health officials on Friday reported 2,993 new positive COVID-19 tests and 23 related deaths. Teacher vacations one reason to close schools in NEW MEXICO SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - The documented community spread of the coronavirus is the main reason cited by school officials for scaling back efforts to provide in-person schooling. There's another reason, too: Many school districts anticipate their staff and students will travel out of state. With teachers coming back from Thanksgiving or Christmas vacations, they will have to quarantine for 14 days under Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham's current health order. The governor says she is "really disappointed" to learn that teachers and public servants are traveling. She's vowing to investigate state employees, who don't include teachers, for unapproved travel and other violations of the public health order. Panel recommends 4 for appointment to NEW MEXICO high court ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - Three current judges and one retired judge have been nominated for appointment to fill a NEW MEXICO Supreme Court vacancy. A nominating commission on Thursday met remotely to evaluate seven candidates for the vacancy being created by the Dec. 1 retirement of Justice Judith K. Nakamura. The four nominees include state Court of Appeals Judges Julie J. Vargas and Briana Hope Zamora, state District Court Judge Jennifer Ellen DeLaney and retired District Court Judge James Waylon Counts. DeLaney sits on the Sixth Judicial District Court in Deming. Counts recently retired from the 12th Judicial District Court in Alamogordo. Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham will appoint Nakamura's replacement. Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered as a place to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE in Albuquerque and bases in Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. State Police: Man fatally shot while resisting arrest LOS LUNAS, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO State Police says an officer fatally shot a man allegedly trying to grab an officer's gun during an encounter following a chase. A State Police statement said the incident occurred Thursday in Los Lunas on the Manzano Expressway. The statement said the shooting occurred a short time after a State Police officer tried to conduct a traffic stop on the expressway, prompting a pursuit that a supervisor terminated due to road conditions and traffic. 
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			 			Some senators are objecting to a recent order from U.S. Interior Secretary David Bernhardt that empowers local and state officials to block the purchases. Convictions in 2 killings upheld; new testimony standard set SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO Supreme Court on Thursday upheld a man's first-degree murder convictions in the 2014 killings of two Santa Fe teens as the justices set a new standard for courts to consider eyewitness testimony identifying a criminal suspect. The justices upheld Ricardo Martinez's convictions in the 2014 shooting deaths of 18-year-old Venancio Cisneros and Cisneros' 13-year-old girlfriend, who the ruling identified only by initials. The new standard precludes admission of eyewitness identifications produced by "unnecessarily suggestive" police procedures. The ruling said the eyewitness testimony was properly admitted at trial both under the newly adopted state standard and a federal rule it replaced. Felon arrested after human remains found in rural Colorado DENVER (AP) - A 26-year-old man sought by police after the remains of three people were found near a rural town in southern Colorado was arrested Thursday at a motel in NEW MEXICO. The Colorado Bureau of Investigation says Adre Jordan Baroz was arrested without incident in Gallup and is facing charges of first-degree homicide, first-degree assault and second-degree kidnapping. His warrant remains sealed, and no additional information was available Thursday. 


			 			View[image: View Icon]  


			 


			 						 Unique Visitors:  1,806   			 CPM:  $11.38   			 Estimated Ad Value:  $65   


			 Calc Publicity Value:  $195   			 Word Count:  947   			 Average Stay:  11.83   


			 Attention:  0.0000   			 Rank:  788,193   			 Page Views:  43,253   








			 


			 


			 10. 			[image: Media Type Icon]
			 KANW [89.1 FM]   Market: Albuquerque-Santa Fe, NM (48) 


			 Latest New Mexico news, sports, business and entertainment at 9:20 p.m. MST			Nov 22 2020 04:30AM MT 


			 


			 			Latest NEW MEXICO news, sports, business and entertainment at 9:20 p.m. MST  NEW MEXICO opens alternate care facility for COVID patients  ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)  NEW MEXICO hospitals face a capacity crunch because of the coronavirus outbreak, so the state on Friday opened an alternate care facility for COVID-19 patients. in a renovated former hospital in Albuquerque. The state Department of Health said the Gibson Medical Center will serve adults who don't require acute care. The facility won't have an emergency hospital, intensive care unit or surgical suite. It initially will provide 25 beds for patients needing nursing care and an additional 25 beds for isolation or quarantine. Capacity can be expanded to up to 180 beds. State health officials on Friday reported 2,993 new positive COVID-19 tests and 23 related deaths. Officials: Southeastern NEW MEXICO roundup nets 100 arrests ROSWELL, N.M. (AP) - Law enforcement officers arrested 100 people in southeastern NEW MEXICO as federal, state and local agencies conducted a roundup over several days, officials said. U.S. Marshal Sonya Chavez said Friday the arrests made in Chaves, Eddy and Lea counties were part of a national effort to apprehend violent criminals sought on felony arrest warrants. The Roswell Daily Record reported that the 15 participating agencies included the NEW MEXICO State Police, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, Homeland Security, sheriff's departments and the Roswell Police Department. Chavez said three similar operations have taken place in the past 18 months in the Las Cruces and Albuquerque areas. Some NEW MEXICO essential business close due to virus spike ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - Some essential businesses such as grocery stores have been shut down because of a substantial increase in coronavirus cases in NEW MEXICO. A new edict announced Thursday allows the state Department of Health to shut down workplaces for two weeks if they have four or more coronavirus cases in a 14-day period. More than 20 essential businesses across the state were shut down as of Friday, of which nearly half were grocery stores or major retailers. A Department of Health spokeswoman said the current closures are not considered critical because they are in communities with "considerable alternatives." The state on Saturday reported 2,342 additional COVID-19 cases and 25 more deaths. Teacher vacations one reason to close schools in NEW MEXICO SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - The documented community spread of the coronavirus is the main reason cited by school officials for scaling back efforts to provide in-person schooling. There's another reason, too: Many school districts anticipate their staff and students will travel out of state. With teachers coming back from Thanksgiving or Christmas vacations, they will have to quarantine for 14 days under Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham's current health order. The governor says she is "really disappointed" to learn that teachers and public servants are traveling. She's vowing to investigate state employees, who don't include teachers, for unapproved travel and other violations of the public health order. Panel recommends 4 for appointment to NEW MEXICO high court ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - Three current judges and one retired judge have been nominated for appointment to fill a NEW MEXICO Supreme Court vacancy. A nominating commission on Thursday met remotely to evaluate seven candidates for the vacancy being created by the Dec. 1 retirement of Justice Judith K. Nakamura. The four nominees include state Court of Appeals Judges Julie J. Vargas and Briana Hope Zamora, state District Court Judge Jennifer Ellen DeLaney and retired District Court Judge James Waylon Counts. DeLaney sits on the Sixth Judicial District Court in Deming. Counts recently retired from the 12th Judicial District Court in Alamogordo. Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham will appoint Nakamura's replacement. Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered as a place to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE in Albuquerque and bases in Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. State Police: Man fatally shot while resisting arrest LOS LUNAS, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO State Police says an officer fatally shot a man allegedly trying to grab an officer's gun during an encounter following a chase. A State Police statement said the incident occurred Thursday in Los Lunas on the Manzano Expressway. The statement said the shooting occurred a short time after a State Police officer tried to conduct a traffic stop on the expressway, prompting a pursuit that a supervisor terminated due to road conditions and traffic. 
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			 			Latest NEW MEXICO news, sports, business and entertainment at 11:20 a.m. MST  CUBA, N.M. (AP) - The switch to remote learning in rural NEW MEXICO has left some students profoundly isolated - cut off from others and the grid by sheer distance. In the village of Cuba, NEW MEXICO, population 800, the school system is sending school buses to students' homes over an hour away to bring them assignments, meals and a little human contact. On the fringe of the Navajo Nation, many families have no electricity, let alone internet. It is yet another way in which the pandemic has exposed the gap between the haves and have-nots in the U.S.  VIRUS OUTBREAK-NEW MEXICO ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO Health Department hopes to expand testing capacity by offering saliva testing. Officials said the FDA approved test will be offered starting Monday at the Balloon Fiesta Park in Albuquerque. The method involves swabbing the mouth to collect a saliva sample. State officials say saliva samples have been shown to be at least as accurate as nasal swabs. The tests will be self-collected, but trained personnel will be present when and where these tests are available to ensure samples are properly collected. NEW MEXICO has seen cases skyrocket in recent weeks and officials have been looking for ways to expand testing options. VIRUS OUTBREAK-NAVAJO NATION WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. (AP) - The Navajo Nation is reporting 383 more confirmed cases of COVID-19, an all-time high for the vast reservation. Tribal health officials on Sunday announced the latest daily figure of new cases as well as five more coronavirus-related deaths. The total number of known cases now stands at 15,039, including 42 delayed reported cases. The death toll for the Navajo Nation is now up to 631. Tribal health officials said 147,793 people have been tested for COVID-19 since the pandemic started and 8,131 have recovered. The Navajo Nation is currently under a three-week stay-at-home order. Officials are urging households not to have anyone over during the Thanksgiving holiday. CRIME ROUNDUP-NEW MEXICO ROSWELL, N.M. (AP) - Law enforcement officers arrested 100 people in southeastern NEW MEXICO as federal, state and local agencies conducted a roundup over several days, officials said. U.S. Marshal Sonya Chavez said Friday the arrests made in Chaves, Eddy and Lea counties were part of a national effort to apprehend violent criminals sought on felony arrest warrants. The Roswell Daily Record reported that the 15 participating agencies included the NEW MEXICO State Police, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, Homeland Security, sheriff's departments and the Roswell Police Department. Chavez said three similar operations have taken place in the past 18 months in the Las Cruces and Albuquerque areas. VIRUS OUTBREAK-NEW MEXICO-SHUTDOWNS ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - Some essential businesses such as grocery stores have been shut down because of a substantial increase in coronavirus cases in NEW MEXICO. A new edict announced Thursday allows the state Department of Health to shut down workplaces for two weeks if they have four or more coronavirus cases in a 14-day period. More than 20 essential businesses across the state were shut down as of Friday, of which nearly half were grocery stores or major retailers. 
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			 			The governor says she is "really disappointed" to learn that teachers and public servants are traveling. She's vowing to investigate state employees, who don't include teachers, for unapproved travel and other violations of the public health order. SUPREME COURT NOMINEES ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - Three current judges and one retired judge have been nominated for appointment to fill a NEW MEXICO Supreme Court vacancy. A nominating commission on Thursday met remotely to evaluate seven candidates for the vacancy being created by the Dec. 1 retirement of Justice Judith K. Nakamura. The four nominees include state Court of Appeals Judges Julie J. Vargas and Briana Hope Zamora, state District Court Judge Jennifer Ellen DeLaney and retired District Court Judge James Waylon Counts. DeLaney sits on the Sixth Judicial District Court in Deming. Counts recently retired from the 12th Judicial District Court in Alamogordo. Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham will appoint Nakamura's replacement. SPACE COMMAND-NEW MEXICO ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered as a place to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE in Albuquerque and bases in Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys.
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			 			Latest NEW MEXICO news, sports, business and entertainment at 3:20 a.m. MST  Cut off: School closings leave rural students isolated  CUBA, N.M. (AP) - The switch to remote learning in rural NEW MEXICO has left some students profoundly isolated - cut off from others and the grid by sheer distance. In the village of Cuba, NEW MEXICO, population 800, the school system is sending school buses to students' homes over an hour away to bring them assignments, meals and a little human contact. On the fringe of the Navajo Nation, many families have no electricity, let alone internet. It is yet another way in which the pandemic has exposed the gap between the haves and have-nots in the U.S. NEW MEXICO opens alternate care facility for COVID patients ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)  NEW MEXICO hospitals face a capacity crunch because of the coronavirus outbreak, so the state on. Friday opened an alternate care facility for COVID-19 patients in a renovated former hospital in Albuquerque. The state Department of Health said the Gibson Medical Center will serve adults who don't require acute care. The facility won't have an emergency hospital, intensive care unit or surgical suite. It initially will provide 25 beds for patients needing nursing care and an additional 25 beds for isolation or quarantine. Capacity can be expanded to up to 180 beds. State health officials on Friday reported 2,993 new positive COVID-19 tests and 23 related deaths. Officials: Southeastern NEW MEXICO roundup nets 100 arrests ROSWELL, N.M. (AP) - Law enforcement officers arrested 100 people in southeastern NEW MEXICO as federal, state and local agencies conducted a roundup over several days, officials said. U.S. Marshal Sonya Chavez said Friday the arrests made in Chaves, Eddy and Lea counties were part of a national effort to apprehend violent criminals sought on felony arrest warrants. The Roswell Daily Record reported that the 15 participating agencies included the NEW MEXICO State Police, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, Homeland Security, sheriff's departments and the Roswell Police Department. Chavez said three similar operations have taken place in the past 18 months in the Las Cruces and Albuquerque areas. Some NEW MEXICO essential business close due to virus spike ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - Some essential businesses such as grocery stores have been shut down because of a substantial increase in coronavirus cases in NEW MEXICO. A new edict announced Thursday allows the state Department of Health to shut down workplaces for two weeks if they have four or more coronavirus cases in a 14-day period. More than 20 essential businesses across the state were shut down as of Friday, of which nearly half were grocery stores or major retailers. A Department of Health spokeswoman said the current closures are not considered critical because they are in communities with "considerable alternatives." The state on Saturday reported 2,342 additional COVID-19 cases and 25 more deaths. Teacher vacations one reason to close schools in NEW MEXICO SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - The documented community spread of the coronavirus is the main reason cited by school officials for scaling back efforts to provide in-person schooling. There's another reason, too: Many school districts anticipate their staff and students will travel out of state. With teachers coming back from Thanksgiving or Christmas vacations, they will have to quarantine for 14 days under Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham's current health order. The governor says she is "really disappointed" to learn that teachers and public servants are traveling. She's vowing to investigate state employees, who don't include teachers, for unapproved travel and other violations of the public health order. Panel recommends 4 for appointment to NEW MEXICO high court ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - Three current judges and one retired judge have been nominated for appointment to fill a NEW MEXICO Supreme Court vacancy. A nominating commission on Thursday met remotely to evaluate seven candidates for the vacancy being created by the Dec. 1 retirement of Justice Judith K. Nakamura. The four nominees include state Court of Appeals Judges Julie J. Vargas and Briana Hope Zamora, state District Court Judge Jennifer Ellen DeLaney and retired District Court Judge James Waylon Counts. DeLaney sits on the Sixth Judicial District Court in Deming. Counts recently retired from the 12th Judicial District Court in Alamogordo. Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham will appoint Nakamura's replacement. Albuquerque is among finalist locations for SPACE COMMAND ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - The city of Albuquerque has announced that it is being considered as a place to permanently locate the U.S. SPACE COMMAND, the latest of 11 unified command under the U.S. Department of Defense. The U.S. Air Force narrowed down its final options to KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE in Albuquerque and bases in Florida, Nebraska, Alabama and Texas. Its current temporary HEADQUARTERS at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado is also a finalist. The Department of Defense said Albuquerque was one of 31 cities originally considered. A final decision is expected in January after the department conducts virtual and in-person site surveys. State Police: Man fatally shot while resisting arrest LOS LUNAS, N.M. (AP) - The NEW MEXICO State Police says an officer fatally shot a man allegedly trying to grab an officer's gun during an encounter following a chase. A State Police statement said the incident occurred Thursday in Los Lunas on the Manzano Expressway. The statement said the shooting occurred a short time after a State Police officer tried to conduct a traffic stop on the expressway, prompting a pursuit that a supervisor terminated due to road conditions and traffic. 
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			 One-on-One with Casey DeRaad			Nov 30 2020 07:19AM MT 


			 


			 			 DeRaad says. "My bosses would say, 'since you're so good as an extrovert, why don't you do the partnership part? So then I'd communicate from the outside to the scientists and the engineers." ADVERTISEMENT Skip DeRaad, who has worked on satellite and space electronics systems, is now head of NewSpace NEW MEXICO, the economic development organization she started to connect businesses with booming opportunities for space-related work. That includes "commercial space innovations," as well as government and university efforts, she says. "You know, we're really trying to figure out how do we make this innovation hub?" DeRaad says. "It's such an exciting time for space." The work done at KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE and NEW MEXICO'S two national labs make the state a strong contender for the new U.S. SPACE COMMAND'S HEADQUARTERS, she said in a recent Journal interview. DeRaad was responding to the news that Albuquerque was one of 31 locations under consideration for the HEADQUARTERS  a list that has since been narrowed to six cities, including Albuquerque. DeRaad retired from the Air Force in 2017, but she leaves a lasting mark through her work on promoting STEM careers to the state's youths. Her high school outreach efforts ultimately led to La Luz Academy. Now called the AFRL STEM Academy, it provides simulated Mission to Mars exercises and other science-related activities to school kids. She also was instrumental in the AFRL Scholars program, which offers paid internships to undergraduate and graduate students. "I ended up mentoring a lot of students and helping them understand the scientific side of things," DeRaad says. What was your inspiration for starting NewSpace NEW MEXICO? "For the latter part of my career with the (Air Force Research ) lab, I was seeing resources that come here to the federal labs, the Air Force, DOD (Department of Defense) - just seeing so much of it come here and then leave. I did try to set up an industry space center that helped the companies. so that they would win more of those contracts. But it is very difficult to do as a federal employee because (I couldn't) favor NEW MEXICO companies. So three years ago, I kind of got this eureka thought, 'You know I'm hitting my minimum retirement age, I'm going to do this from the outside.'" How successful have you been so far? "Our first set of goals was to break down what I call the walls between the north and the south. 
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			 			I think you're treated like a staffer versus a leader. Today is much better than when I started, especially for females in STEM, but it still needs progress. Even with NewSpace NEW MEXICO, I think in the beginning people were saying, 'Oh, maybe get so-and-so.' And I'm like, 'No. I'm going to do it. This is my idea. I will lead this.'" THE BASICS: Casey Anglada DeRaad, born in Santa Fe but raised in Taos; married to William DeRaad since 1986; three children, William DeRaad, 29, Jordan DeRaad, 26, and Dylan DeRaad, 22; one grandson, Bennett DeRaad, 10 months; two dogs, Chili Pepper, a mini-Australian shepherd, and Zeus, an English mastiff; master's degree in electrical engineering, University of NEW MEXICO, 1992; bachelor's degree in electrical engineering, UNM, 1985. POSITIONS: CEO and founder, NewSpace NEW MEXICO, since 2018; president, DeRaad Tech Connections, consulting firm, since 2017; letter of academic title, University of NEW MEXICO, since 2017; special assistant to the executive director, Air Force Nuclear Weapons Center, 2016-17; director, AFRL Tech Engagement Office and chief of Technology Outreach Branch, 2008-16. OTHER: Vice chair, Aerospace States Association, NEW MEXICO chapter; executive board member, Albuquerque Hispano Chamber; founding board member, Altura Preparatory School; board vice chair, Leadership NEW MEXICO; finance committee member, Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church. Albuquerque Journal and its reporters are committed to telling the stories of our community. 
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			 			Editorial: ABQ, NM working for better economy despite pandemic  There has been some good economic news in recent weeks that gives hope for better times ahead.  And that's most welcome considering NEW MEXICO never fully recovered from the Great Recession of 2008, where the state lost 50,000 jobs. In the years since, we have lagged the rest of the nation in employment recovery, wages and other economic indicators. Then, the COVID-19 pandemic delivered another body blow to an already anemic economy. We are, for example, in the bottom four or five states in terms of jobs recovery from the widespread shutdowns that were imposed last spring - and are in effect again now. Even before the pandemic, more than 40% of the population was on Medicaid in a state that struggles with high crim, and lackluster scores and graduation rates in its public schools. And while the depressed market for oil and gas is problematic for the state, there are hopeful developments that give reason for optimism - especially in the metropolitan area. ADVERTISEMENT Skip * Albuquerque is on the shortlist as the location for the new U.S. SPACE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE is a world-class facility and makes a strong case to be the HOST. With three national labs, including the Air Force Research Laboratory, plus White Sands Missile Range, NEW MEXICO is well-equipped to support the Space Force's national security mission.  Speaking of space, Virgin Galactic says it is on track to do its first manned sub-orbital flight into space in the near future, taking off and landing at Spaceport America near Las Cruces. Commercial flights could begin next year as NEW MEXICO is positioned to be an important hub in this next generation of travel.  Speaking of national security, the Air Force just selected Kirtland's 58th Special Operations Wing as the future home for its AC-130J Ghostrider aircraft and training force, which will move here from Florida. It will involve seven AC-130J aircraft and 372 positions as they join the 58th SOW - training home to the storied pararescue teams known as PJs, and other special operators. Its mission is to provide training in rescue, survival, evasion, resistance and escape. The AC-130J aircraft provide close air support, interdiction and armed reconnaissance in support of special operations around the world.  It's not a done deal, but an East Coast aerospace company that aims to digitally model the planet using a network of satellites is eyeing an expansion into Albuquerque. The Orion Center campus planned near KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE could house 1,000 jobs when opened, expanding to as many as 2,500. The campus would include a two-million-square-foot manufacturing center, eight-story office and laboratory building, and an extended-stay hotel, among other developments.  Netflix is elevating its NEW MEXICO presence with plans to make Albuquerque its North American production hub just two years after purchasing ABQStudios. Officials estimate the new Netflix investment will result in creation of an estimated 1,000 project-based production jobs over the next 10 years, plus more than 1,400 construction jobs as the company builds offices, backlots, training facilities and up to 10 new stages.  Amazon is building a fulfillment center on the West Side that is projected to have 1,000 full-time employees.  And the NEW MEXICO Legislature in a special session just approved $330 million in mainly federal financial relief to workers and businesses harmed by the pandemic. That includes $1,200 one-time payments to people who are unemployed, grants of up to $50,000 to small businesses and an injection into the fund that pays unemployment benefits. NEW MEXICO faces plenty of challenges, first of which is to get past the COVID-19 pandemic. But as that hard work and decision-making continues, it is great to remember we have so many bright minds focused on ensuring our state and workforce have a world of opportunities ready and waiting. This editorial first appeared in the Albuquerque Journal. 
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— Education groups, lawyers and victims advocacy groups are again
gearing up for the potential unveiling of Education Secretary Betsy DeVos’
new Title IX rules that govern how schools handle sexual harassment and
misconduct. We’re looking out for the rule possibly this week.


— The Education Department’s internal watchdog laid out how it will oversee
the agency’s actions during the pandemic, including how it has doled out the
cash from the coronavirus stimulus law.


— Educators are taking on TikTok. The social media company has pledged to
donate money to the National PTA, while HBCU leaders use the app to connect
with their students.


IT'S WEDNESDAY, MAY 6. WELCOME TO MORNING EDUCATION. TITLE IX
TODAY? Ping me at bquilantan@politico.com with your response to DeVos’
new Title IX rule — if it comes out. Send tips to your host or to my colleagues,
Juan Perez Jr. at jperez@politico.com, Michael Stratford at
mstratford@politico.com and Nicole Gaudiano at ngaudiano@politico.com. Share
event listings: educalendar@politicopro.com. Share event listings:
educalendar@politicopro.com. And follow us on Twitter: @Morning_Edu and
@POLITICOPro.


D R I V I N G  T H E  D A Y


KEEPING WATCH ON THE TITLE IX REG: Education groups, victims advocacy
groups and Title IX lawyers say the long-awaited finalized Title IX rule could drop
as soon as today. The Education Department declined to comment on whether the
rule will be released, but for now, here’s a rundown on where we left off:


— The regulation would overhaul how sexual assault and harassment
accusations are handled on college campuses and K-12 schools. But, if it’s
unveiled any time soon, it will also come as schools confront the coronavirus
pandemic.


— Education and victims’ advocacy groups have urged the Trump
administration to delay issuing the final rule until the coronavirus national
emergency is over. Meanwhile, some lawyers who represent students accused of
misconduct say it should go ahead and issue the rule, adding that Title IX
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coordinators may have more time to implement the new rule while students are
away from campus. Read more from Juan Perez Jr. and your host.


UC PRESIDENT ON HOW TO REOPEN A CAMPUS: POLITICO’s Renuka
Rayasam spoke with University of California President Janet Napolitano on what
it’s like to reopen a college campus. “It turns out deciding how and whether to
reopen is a lot more complicated than figuring out that it is to shut down,”
Napolitano said. You can read more, here are some takeaways:


— “Well, the way I’m looking is that, as a system, campuses in deciding how
they are going to reopen should first meet certain basic requirements. Do
they have a testing plan, do they have a tracing plan, do they have a quarantine
plan? Have they thought through housing?


— Then I think we will have a lot of variety amongst our campuses because
they are in different counties so they have different county guidelines they have to
meet.


— I can see some campuses may want to bring in their freshmen but not
bring upperclassman who have already had a campus-based experience. I can see
situations where smaller classes can be offered in person and larger lectures are
online or a combination. There’s going to be a lot of variations."


NEW THIS WEEK – "THE LONG GAME," PRESENTED BY MORGAN
STANLEY: Our latest newsletter is designed for executives, investors,
policymakers and activists who are changing the conversation around how our
society grows and thrives in the future as well as the present. Engage with the best
minds and sharpest insights from the worlds of finance, technology, energy,
agriculture and government around our biggest challenges, from pandemics to
plastics, from climate change to land use, from inequality to the future of work.
Searching for a nuanced look at these issues and solutions? Subscribe to “The Long
Game” today.


E D U C A T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T


RELIEF FUNDS DISTRIBUTED: The Education Department is awarding K-12
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emergency relief funds but not all states have applied yet.


— As of Tuesday, 32 states applied for their share of $13.2 billion to help K-
12 schools. The department so far disbursed more than $6.7 billion to 25 of them,
according to a department spokesperson. States have until July 1 to apply.


— Governors in only eight states have applied for their share of $3 billion that
they can allocate at their discretion to support both schools and colleges. The
department has awarded nearly $275 million to all but New Jersey, which
submitted its request on Tuesday, the spokesperson said. The application deadline
is June 1.


EDUCATION DEPARTMENT IG UNVEILS PLAN FOR STIMULUS CASH
OVERSIGHT: The department’s internal watchdog rolled out a sweeping plan to
scrutinize how the agency is responding to the pandemic and managing more than
$30 billion in federal stimulus funding.


— The IG's coronavirus relief oversight plan called for audits and reviews of
the department’s implementation of the CARES Act, H.R. 748 (116), as well as
how states, schools and colleges are spending the funding.


— The IG will also look at how colleges are using their entire allocation of
stimulus funding and “particularly” the $6.28 billion they must provide to
students in the form of direct grants for expenses like food and housing. Read
about other areas of IG inquiry from Michael Stratford.


K - 1 2


JUDGE FINDS TENNESSEE VOUCHER PROGRAM UNCONSTITUTIONAL: A
judge invalidated the Tennessee Education Savings Account Pilot Program, the
state’s pending school voucher law. Republican Gov. Bill Lee is expected to appeal
the decision.


— Lee signed the program into law last year, and it was set to take effect in the
2020-21 school year and divert “tax dollars to private education by allowing
participating families to receive up to $7,300 in state education money each year,”
according to The Associated Press.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea897d2fe193b154be55beb1c896d2dc05563f57dfdf5dda6b982643feb821f544fb0e0c0202e6f9e9315&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368618270&sdata=O6CP2itCYdSNSpLW21GGyqMNNJ025sBulEBivFdWqB0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea897d2fe193b154be55beb1c896d2dc05563f57dfdf5dda6b982643feb821f544fb0e0c0202e6f9e9315&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368618270&sdata=O6CP2itCYdSNSpLW21GGyqMNNJ025sBulEBivFdWqB0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea897913ebe49c88b84e831aee668c390fd3603c12528deef35cac5949625642d3257b7404766de9bd3e0&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368628265&sdata=xIaSL2Qu0lo34vicOVRy1tq5iIGcNFXGgU3JEKCua%2FA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea897913ebe49c88b84e831aee668c390fd3603c12528deef35cac5949625642d3257b7404766de9bd3e0&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368628265&sdata=xIaSL2Qu0lo34vicOVRy1tq5iIGcNFXGgU3JEKCua%2FA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea8972ae8740ac632106fc14a550af019bb7abfe0b945bc50fbf22659e197f943d5abf4ca60e8e52756f0&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368628265&sdata=lApexydrJKN7E%2BKE7g1wnwAZL4Cr6%2FqJdnj435QHZH8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea8979f812703c281a443ceb0119acf12759374cd32ceb3e44291ba02b8d66741954547b78c042ce26e57&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368638258&sdata=Gd99N35Sy6Cty9zpKYjna74GxucX2H%2BLMVLjxf%2BKzH4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea8975b8947a4117ea37433e08df4c38b4196547d0aa9e193484593992d24df05389d671000846101686c&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368638258&sdata=CZKty1WA7gP%2FyXiCCUDjM3Yh%2FllmcXwuqKcDlEzpdW0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea8975b8947a4117ea37433e08df4c38b4196547d0aa9e193484593992d24df05389d671000846101686c&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368638258&sdata=CZKty1WA7gP%2FyXiCCUDjM3Yh%2FllmcXwuqKcDlEzpdW0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea897fa136b66d5aad3a97eb5377a9bb2cf692400674aab4228364a1e33eb0270e5969e124d17bc7c2e20&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368648252&sdata=rasFThAT1WlEb1I1pUKxSkb8c62JUesI4XbtW2sgLwE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.politicoemail.com%2F%3Fqs%3D461f0004c53ea897e7dace315309ca7cc9defd97c9df40c5fdb032865c6c714550dce8e0127e86fb09440c5628b6669b&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C0a04af360f2f4deac1be08d7f1c68c3f%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637243707368648252&sdata=xv5qhJmh9Lq%2F%2B%2Ft2iXFjOiJziG2Cmma0qxIef2irY1E%3D&reserved=0





— Two counties that are home to Tennessee's largest school districts sued
to challenge the law’s constitutionality earlier this year. Nashville Mayor John
Cooper, who announced the suit, had described the litigation as a “last-resort
response” to protect the Metro Nashville Public Schools from financial strain. Read
more from Juan Perez Jr.


NATIONAL PTA AWARDS $1.5M TO PTAs: The National PTA announced the
grants would be awarded to PTAs across the country to help meet the needs of
students, families, teachers and schools due to the coronavirus. Funds were
donated by TikTok, Google, Bayer Fund, Mathnasium and Life360.


— “COVID-19 has presented many challenges for families and schools,” said
Leslie Boggs, president of National PTA. “Now more than ever, PTAs
nationwide are working hard to ensure our students, families and educators are
safe, healthy and have what they need."


— TikTok has also named the National PTA a beneficiary of its Community
Relief Fund, donating $2 million to the association. Some of the funding will be
granted in phases to PTAs, with an application opening June 1. The company has
also pledged to match up to $10 million in donations by TikTok users to the
National PTA and others through May 27.


H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N


ICYMI: HBCU PRESIDENTS TAKE ON TIKTOK: The presidents of a dozen
historically black colleges and universities, led by Wiley College President Dr.
Herman Felton, took on TikTok’s “Don’t Rush” challenge to connect with their
students during the coronavirus pandemic. Watch the three-minute clip.


R E P O R T  R O U N D U P


— The American Enterprise Institute and National Alliance for Public Charter
Schools, in their new report “A blueprint for back to school,” discuss schools
reopening.


— For undocumented students, the coronavirus relief funds could make the
difference between forcing them to leave college or completing their degree, a new
column by the Center for American Progress found.
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— A new State Higher Education Executive Officers Association report found
that state funding remains below historic levels as public colleges brace for a
recession and expected budget cuts.


— A survey from Canvas found that K-12 parents teaching from home are
having trouble keeping children focused on schoolwork and finding instructions
from teachers and schools unclear.


M O V E R S  A N D  S H A K E R S


— Dr. Elizabeth Warner, a staff member of the Institute of Education
Sciences, was named a finalist for the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America
medal. Warner was recognized for her two decades of work at IES in the National
Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, and specifically her
research that “has led to the adoption of new K-12 teacher training and recruiting
practices, improving instruction for students in disadvantaged communities and
throughout the nation.”


JOIN TOMORROW - A WOMEN RULE VIRTUAL INTERVIEW WITH MELINDA
GATES: As the coronavirus pandemic continues to devastate communities around
the world, women are disproportionately affected. Join Women Rule Editorial
Director Anna Palmer tomorrow at 4 p.m. EDT for a virtual conversation with
Melinda Gates, co-chair of The Gates Foundation, to discuss the ramifications of
this global crisis on gender equality, her thoughts on the need to overhaul the
caregiving system and how The Gates Foundation is applying the lessons learned
over the past 20 years to tackle Covid-19. Have questions? Submit yours by
tweeting it to @POLITICOLive using #AskPOLITICO. REGISTER HERE.


S Y L L A B U S


— NCAA adopts policy to vet college athletes for sexual assault, but lets them stay
eligible: USA Today
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— Can college programs in prison survive Covid-19? The Marshall Project


— Coronavirus victims: Students from 3 states remember their teachers: NPR


— Home from college and bumping heads with parents? Here's how you can get
along: CNN


— The ‘public’ in public college could be endangered: The New York Times


Follow us on Twitter
Jane Norman @janenorman
Michael Stratford @mstratford
Nicole Gaudiano @ngaudiano
Bianca Quilantan @biancaquilan
Juan Perez Jr. @PerezJr
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All of CFPB's past actions
threatened by appeals court
decision
By Kate Berry       6 min read


The Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau's rules and enforcement actions to
date could be open to legal challenges by
banks and other companies after a three-
judge panel deemed the agency's payday
lending rule unconstitutional because of the
way the agency is funded, legal experts
say. Read story →


From: American Banker
To: Goins, Anthony
Subject: All of CFPB"s past actions threatened by appeals court decision
Date: Friday, October 21, 2022 7:01:44 AM


Prepared for Anthony


Fintech acquisitions boost Fifth Third's loan growth
By Jordan Stutts       3 min read


The Cincinnati bank reported strong growth from Dividend Finance, which offers
renewable energy loans, and Provide, which lends money to health care professionals.
The two units were bright spots as the company's net income dropped by 7.2%. Read
story →


R E L A T E D


Synovus focuses on bolstering funding after deposits decline →
Pricing discipline at the Georgia bank contributed to a 3.5% quarter-over-quarter decline in deposits.
To stem the tide, the company plans to lean into core deposits, brokered deposits and advances
from the Federal Home Loan Bank System.


Columbia, awaiting deal approval, says conversion is on
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track for Q1
By Orla McCaffrey       2 min read


The Washington-based bank is looking to create a Pacific Northwest powerhouse by
acquiring Umpqua. The companies are waiting for green lights from the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corp. and the Federal Reserve. Read story →


BankUnited still mulling expansion options
By John Reosti       4 min read


The Florida company is making progress after recent moves into Atlanta and Dallas, CEO
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Rajinder Singh said. Growth in Atlanta is meeting expectations, and the company is
weighing lending options in Dallas, where it currently focuses on deposit-gathering. Read
story →


Credit Suisse cleared of claims it conspired to fix FX rates
By Bob Van Voris, Bloomberg News       3 min read


Credit Suisse Group won a class-action trial in which the bank was accused of
participating in a sprawling conspiracy to fix prices in the multitrillion-dollar foreign-
exchange market. Read story →


S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T


73% of customers want a fully digital experience
Banks are meeting customers’ basic digital needs—is that enough? Read Our Survey →


KeyCorp's simple recipe amid lower overdraft revenue: Get
more customers
By Allissa Kline       4 min read


The Cleveland bank expects to lose about $25 million in fee income per quarter as a result
of recent changes to its overdraft policies. CEO Chris Gorman said Key plans to
compensate by expanding its customer base. Read story →
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APIs, cloud-native and beyond: Tech strategies for forward-
looking banks
Tuesday, October 25, 2022 2:00 PM EDT


Banks and credit unions continue to face complex decisions when it comes to technology
usage and investments. Please join us for an educational event to hear what other bank
professionals are doing when it comes to tech and learn how you might apply some of
these tactics in your own business. Learn More →


S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T  F R O M  W S O 2


REPORT


Transforming the financial services value chain with a data-
first strategy


Explore key insights, strategies, and success stories on how financial institutions (FIs) can
leverage data and the cloud to modernize technology, create compelling customer and
user experiences, and grow the business. Learn More →


S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T  F R O M  G O O G L E  C L O U D


WEB SEMINAR


Risk is on the rise: High assurance tips for secure digital
agreements
Wednesday, November 2, 2022 2:00 PM EDT


With organizations conducting so much of their business through digital channels, the
level of risk is on the rise in this increasingly online world. Learn More →


S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T  F R O M  O N E S P A N


More resources →
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Coming soon: "The Choice 2020: Trump vs.
Biden"
At conventions over the last two weeks, President Donald Trump and
former Vice President Joe Biden formally accepted their parties’
nominations for president. On Sept. 22, FRONTLINE presents a dual
biography of both men: the moments that shaped them, their approaches to
power, and how they respond in moments of crisis. Watch a new preview of
The Choice 2020: Trump vs. Biden that features insights from filmmaker
Michael Kirk and FRONTLINE executive producer Raney Aronson-Rath.


WATCH THE PREVIEW


CONTEXT FOR OUR CURRENT MOMENT


Examining "America's Great
Divide: From Obama to Trump"
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From race to class to partisanship, to the
battle over what is true, our documentary
series goes inside the evolution of America's
Great Divide — and offers crucial context for
the present moment.


WATCH
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From the Archives: "Policing the
Police"
Our 2016 documentary offered a rare look
inside a police department being forced to
reform after it was found to have engaged in
a pattern or practice of unconstitutional
stops, searches and arrests of Black
residents. Policing the Police 2020, an
examination of where such reform efforts
stand now, comes to FRONTLINE next
month.


WATCH
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Unpacking the "United States of
Conspiracy"
How once-fringe conspiracy theories came
to be wielded as a tool at the highest levels
of American politics.


WATCH


  UP NEXT ON FRONTLINE  


"Growing Up Poor in America"
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Against the backdrop of a deadly pandemic, FRONTLINE explores the lives of
children whose families are struggling to make ends meet in Growing Up Poor in
America. Tune-in or stream beginning Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020.


TRAILER


Serious journalism for serious times.
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Like this email?


INVITE A FRIEND TO SUBSCRIBE


Follow FRONTLINE:


 
Want to know when FRONTLINE airs next?


Text "START" to 617-300-0810


 


Did someone forward you this email?
SUBSCRIBE HERE
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Covering Coronavirus: United States of
Conspiracy
As COVID-19 has spread, so too have misinformation and conspiracy
theories about the virus — amplified by figures like Alex Jones, and
proliferating on social media and even at the highest levels of government.
Veteran FRONTLINE filmmaker Michael Kirk shares what he’s learned
about how such theories have become central to understanding the nation’s
response to the coronavirus outbreak.


LISTEN


IN THE NEWS


"Policing the Police"
Our 2016 documentary Policing the
Police offered a rare look inside a police
department being forced to reform after it
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was found to have engaged in a pattern or
practice of unconstitutional stops, searches
and arrests of black residents.
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Alaska’s Controversial Pebble
Mine Was Dead. Not Anymore.
The Pebble mine in Alaska's Bristol Bay got
a new lease on life under the Trump
administration. A decision on whether to
permit the mine is expected later this year.
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"The Last Survivors"
A haunting look at how disturbing childhood
experiences and unimaginable loss have
affected the daily lives and relationships of
some of the Holocaust’s youngest victims.


WATCH


Drawn from Memory
They survived the Holocaust as children. A
lifetime later, memories of Nazi
concentration camps — and one of
humanity's darkest hours — remain vivid.
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EXPLORE


  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3  


Virtual Event: “Coronavirus Pandemic: The
New Normal for Medical Communities and
American Society”
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Please join us for an important discussion about the present and future
effects of the coronavirus on medical professionals, as well as an
exploration of the public health considerations as states begin to re-open
amidst various pandemic guidelines. The conversation will feature clips
from FRONTLINE’s film Inside Italy’s COVID War which shows a behind-
the-scenes look at the difficult decisions Italian ER physician Dr.
Mangiatordi and her medical colleagues navigated on a daily basis, while
Italy was at the epicenter of the outbreak.


Presented jointly by FRONTLINE PBS, the Harvard T.H. Chan School of
Public Health, and the Harvard Medical School Center for Bioethics.
 


RSVP HERE


Planning your weekend? Look no further.
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Like this email?
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Follow FRONTLINE:


 
Want to know when FRONTLINE airs next?


Text "FRONTLINE" to 617-300-0810


 


Did someone forward you this email?
SUBSCRIBE HERE
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America First Policy Institute


BREAKING CASE UPDATE: PRESIDENT TRUMP’S LEGAL TEAM
PREPARES AN AMENDED COMPLAINT IN LAWSUIT AGAINST


TWITTER


May 10, 2022


Over the weekend, the Northern District of California Court, Judge James
Donato presiding, granted Twitter’s Motion to Dismiss. The Judge ruled that
plaintiffs, including President Donald J. Trump, can file an amended
complaint by May 27, 2022. The amended complaint is in the process of being
finalized by this date.


While President Trump’s lawyers predicted this case was postured to be heard
and ultimately decided by the United States Supreme Court, the case filings
will be amended, and the case will continue to be considered by the District
Court. The legal team understands an appeal is likely inevitable, and are
prepared to continue this fight to protect our First Amendment rights against
unconstitutional discrimination and censorship.


In July of 2021, President Trump’s legal team, led by John Coale, took on
social media behemoths Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter and filed lawsuits
that exposed their egregious censorship of a sitting United States President
and everyday Americans. Since then, more than 100,000 censored Americans
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have signed up at TakeOnBigTech.com to share how they, too, have been
targeted and unfairly censored by Big Tech.


President Trump has fearlessly led this case to uphold ALL Americans’ First
Amendment rights. The America First Policy Institute is honored to support
this case and the thousands of everyday censored Americans through
#TakeOnBigTech. Now more than ever, we must stand united in this fight and
prepare for the legal battles ahead — we will not give up, and we will not stop
until all Americans’ voices can be freely and fairly heard in our 21st-century
town square.


*          *          *


The America First Policy Institute is a non-profit, non-partisan research
institute dedicated to the advancement of policies that put the American
people first. Its guiding principles are liberty, free enterprise, the rule of law,
America-First foreign policy, and a belief that American workers, families,
and communities are the key to the success of our country.


America First Policy Institute
clp@americafirstpolicy.com


America First Policy Institute is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, Tax ID # 85-4202763.
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PROGRAMMING NOTE: Morning Education will not publish on Friday, July
3, or Monday, July 6. We'll return to our normal schedule on Tuesday, July 7.


Programming announcement: Our newsletters are evolving. Morning
Education will continue to publish daily for POLITICO Pro subscribers, but
starting on July 13th will consolidate to a weekly newsletter for all others.
There will be no changes to the policy newsletters available to POLITICO Pro
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subscribers. To continue to receive Morning Education daily, as well as access
POLITICO Pro’s full suite of policy tools and trackers, get in touch about a Pro
subscription. Already a Pro subscriber? Learn more here.


Q U I C K  F I X


— Schools should not conduct universal coronavirus testing for students
and staff when reopening this fall and school staff should not be expected to
directly administer tests, the CDC said in its new recommendations for K-12
schools.


— The libertarian law firm that won a major school choice case this week
before the Supreme Court is now using that victory to help challenge a
Maine law that excludes religious schools from the state’s high school tuition
program.


— A massive $1.5 trillion infrastructure package, H.R. 2 (116), that passed
the House on Wednesday includes $130 billion for school-related projects.
But the Democrat-led bill, which passed 233-188, faces a grim future and
competing Senate proposals.


IT’S THURSDAY, JULY 2. WELCOME TO MORNING EDUCATION. Got news
to share? Please send tips to your host at ngaudiano@politico.com or to my
colleagues, Juan Perez Jr. at jperez@politico.com, Michael Stratford at
mstratford@politico.com and Bianca Quilantan at bquilantan@politico.com.
Share event listings: educalendar@politicopro.com. And follow us on Twitter:
@Morning_Edu and @POLITICOPro.


D R I V I N G  T H E  D A Y


CDC OFFERS NEW K-12 TESTING RECOMMENDATIONS: Universal testing
has not been “systematically studied” and experts don’t know if it would further
reduce person-to-person transmission of Covid-19, the CDC said in
recommendations posted late Tuesday.


— Testing is only part of a strategy to stop the spread of the virus, the
CDC said, and schools should implement preventive measures like social
distancing, wearing masks, hand washing and enhanced cleaning and
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disinfecting.


— Additionally, the CDC's recommendations say that while school nurses
may be able to conduct Covid-19 testing, "not every school-based healthcare
provider will have the resources or training to conduct testing, and accordingly,
should not feel compelled to do so."


— Aside from testing, schools could conduct symptom screenings,
including taking temperatures and checking the symptoms of staff and
students. But the CDC also said the screenings won’t be able to detect those
who are asymptomatic. More from Bianca Quilantan.


— ICYMI, the CDC issued recommendations on Covid-19 testing in higher
education earlier Tuesday. Here’s more from Juan Perez Jr.


BECOME A CHINA WATCHER: Get unique insight and expert analysis of the
latest decisions being made in Washington and Beijing. Keep up with the
nuances of this critical relationship that will shape the world for decades to
come, and the power players driving the conversation. Become a China Watcher
to see where these world superpowers are headed before anyone else.
Subscribe Today.


I N  T H E  C O U R T S


ADVANCING ESPINOZA: Emboldened by a favorable Supreme Court ruling,
the Institute for Justice and First Liberty Institute filed a notice of supplemental
authority with the 1st Circuit Court of Appeals, asking it to rule in favor of
parents who challenged Maine’s high school tuitioning program. The program
pays for parents in towns too small to maintain public high schools to send their
children to the public or private secondary school of their choice.


— Three families in Carson v. Makin would like to choose religious
schools but are barred by state law, according to IJ. On Tuesday, the
Supreme Court ruled in Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue that the
application of a state restriction against public funding for religious schools is
unconstitutional. IJ represented the families in that case, as well.
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— “The decision in Espinoza means that Maine’s exclusion of sectarian
schools must be struck down,” said IJ Senior Attorney Tim Keller in a
statement. “Excluding religious schools from the array of options open to
Maine parents who receive the tuition benefit, simply because they are religious
schools, is now clearly unconstitutional.”


— The 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals heard oral arguments in Carson v.
Makin in January, but no ruling has been issued, according to IJ. The filing asks
the appeals court to consider their ruling in light of the Supreme Court’s
decision.


— The Espinoza case involved a state constitutional “No-Aid Clause” that
banned the legislature from spending public funds to aid religious
schools. The provisions, in nearly 40 states, are also known as “Blaine
Amendments.” Maine doesn’t have a Blaine Amendment, but the state
legislature in 1982 passed the current law that excludes religious schools from
the tuitioning system, according to IJ.


Get the free POLITICO news app for the critical updates you need. Breaking
news, analysis, videos, and podcasts, right at your fingertips. Download for iOS
and Android.


I N  C O N G R E S S


MOVING FORWARD? The infrastructure package, called “The Moving Forward
Act,” includes legislation led by by House Education and Labor Chair Bobby
Scott (D-Va.) to help America rebuild and reopen schools.


— It would provide $100 billion in grants and $30 billion in bond authority
for high-poverty schools that need upgrades to their buildings for safety.
Funding would be focused on reopening schools in line with CDC health
guidelines and could be used to improve digital learning, including expanding
access to high-speed broadband.


— But whether the package is moving anywhere is unclear: The White
House has threatened to veto it.
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— And Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell slammed the measure on
Wednesday as “a multi-thousand-page cousin of the Green New Deal
masquerading as a highway bill " and said the plan had no chance in his
chamber.


— McConnell has also said the Senate will stick to its plan of passing
another relief bill later next month. More from Juan.


E D U C A T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T


‘EQUITABLE SERVICES’ RULE TAKES EFFECT: The Education Department
published its rule, effective immediately, governing the provision of “equitable
services” for private school kids and teachers under the CARES Act, H.R. 748
(116) . Comments must be received on or before July 31.


— The rule stipulates that if a school district chooses to use CARES Act funds
for students in all of its public schools, then it must calculate the funds for
equitable services based on students enrolled in private schools in the district. A
second option allows districts to use the funds only for students in its Title I
schools, using two different calculations.


ICYMI: DEPARTMENT LAUNCHES RURAL TECH COMPETITION: The
department launched a $600,000 competition, called The Rural Tech Project
and part of the Ed Prizes series, inviting high schools and local educational
agencies to develop competency-based distance learning programs in rural
communities. Those interested in entering the challenge are asked to submit a
proposal by Oct. 8. A virtual information session will be held on July 21.


FINAL CTE PLANS APPROVED: The department also approved the final wave
of career and technical education plans under “Perkins V,” the bipartisan
overhaul of the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act, H.R. 2353
(115) . Alaska, Connecticut, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina and West
Virginia are the latest states, along with Puerto Rico, to have their CTE plans
approved.
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GROUPS LAUNCH COVID-19 PEER REVIEW: The Collaborative for Student
Success and the Center on Reinventing Public Education announced they're
joining to provide expert analysis of school reopening plans across the country.
They released a tool to highlight innovative practices , and they're launching a
national call for experts, in and out of education circles, to review district efforts
to help highlight best practices.


Advertisement Image


M O V E R S  A N D  S H A K E R S


— Michael O’Neill, a member of the Boston School Committee for Boston Public
Schools, began his one-year-term as chair of the Council of the Great City
Schools’ Board of Directors. Barbara Jenkins, superintendent of the Orange
County Public Schools in Orlando, Fla., becomes chair-elect.


— The Council of Regional Accrediting Commissions announced that Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges President Belle S.
Wheelan will serve as chair of the organization. Jamienne S. Studley,
president of the WASC Senior College and University Commission, will serve as
vice chair.


WINNERS PLAY THE LONG GAME : With so much going on in the present, it
is more important than ever to look ahead to how society will thrive in the
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future. "The Long Game" is a newsletter designed for executives, investors and
policymakers leading that conversation. Engage with the sharpest minds on our
biggest challenges, from pandemics to environmental justice, climate change to
renewable energy, inequality and the future of work. Subscribe today for a
nuanced look at these issues and possible solutions. Subscribe today.


R E P O R T  R O U N D U P


— The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America released the “COVID-19
and Asthma Toolkit for Schools” to help educators and families of children
living with asthma navigate best ways to stay healthy for those returning to
classrooms during the pandemic.


— CRPE released a consensus statement from a panel of diagnostic assessment
experts that distills principles for how schools should approach testing this fall.


— The American Federation of School Administrators issued a new guide for
reopening schools safely.


S Y L L A B U S


— 'Historic' vote returns Newark schools to full local control: POLITICO Pro


— Philly parents, staff’s most favored option is a return to schools this fall on
alternate days, district survey finds: Philadelphia Inquirer


— UTSA lays off more than 200 amid economic woes, fall semester uncertainty:
Rivard Report


— HISD under state investigation again — this time for special education:
Houston Chronicle


— L.A. school board cuts school police budget by $25 million after student
protests: Los Angeles Times


Follow us on Twitter
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Lincoln Journal Star
COVID-19 vaccinations ramping up in Nebraska, Ricketts says
By Don Walton
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Friday that COVID-19 vaccinations in Nebraska "will get ramped up in the
next couple of weeks" as delivery of the vaccine to the state grows and providers resolve logistics
challenges.
 
Ricketts said 133,000 doses of vaccine have been delivered to providers and 60,000 doses have been
administered. Second doses already have been administered to many of the highest-priority
recipients, he noted.
 
Atop the list are frontline health care workers and the residents and staff at long-term care facilities.
 
Nebraskans next in line are those who are 75 or older, with vaccination of older Nebraskans in
Lincoln and Lancaster County temporarily estimated to begin before the end of the month.
 
"The program is going along as well as can be expected," Ricketts said. "We will have the resources
to carry out this vaccination program."
 
Ricketts noted that hospitalization of COVID-19 patients in Nebraska has dropped below 500 for the
first time since October, with current figures now standing at coronavirus patients occupying 491 of
the state's 4,051 staffed hospital beds.
 
Once again, in an answer to a question at his news briefing, the governor said U.S. citizenship is not
required and is "not requested before you get the vaccine" in Nebraska.
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Ricketts has been targeted on Twitter by New York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez for earlier
comments and news reports that suggested he might seek to deny vaccinations for undocumented
immigrants working at meat processing plants.
 
The governor urged Nebraskans to get tested for the virus even if they are experiencing no
symptoms in order to help prevent spread of the disease in the state.
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AP News
Ricketts satisfied with vaccine rollout, urges patience
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said Friday he’s reasonably satisfied with the
state’s distribution of coronavirus vaccines despite a slowdown last month, but urged residents to
remain patient and expect some logistical delays.
 
Ricketts said the state has received an additional 40,000 doses in the last couple of days, but it will
take a few more days to get them distributed. The state has distributed 133,896 doses so far from
drug manufacturers Pfizer and Moderna.
 
“I think this program is really going along as well as can be expected considering we have not done
this kind of mass vaccination in this country ever,” Ricketts said a coronavirus news conference.
 
Nebraska saw two brief slowdowns in distribution around Christmas and after New Year’s Day. But
the numbers increased sharply on Tuesday, when health officials administered 13,644 — up from
2,967 the previous day.
 
Ricketts said he expects to see a sharp increase in vaccinations over the next several weeks. On
Thursday, state officials said they were preparing to launch a website that will allow people to
register for a vaccination even if they don’t immediately qualify. The first eligible people in Nebraska
are front-line health care workers and people who live in or work at long-term care facilities.
 
Nebraska also saw a reported surge in deaths on Thursday, but a local public health official said
Friday that those numbers weren’t accurate.
 
The state initially reported 108 deaths in the last day, with 92 of those coming from Douglas County.
But Phil Rooney of the Douglas County Public Health Department said his county’s reported numbers
were inaccurate, and health officials plan to correct them once they confirm the actual data.
 
“We’re trying to track it down,” he said.
 
Nebraska reported 491 people hospitalized with the coronavirus as of Thursday. The number is
down sharply from the record highs logged in mid-November, but still elevated compared with
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spring and summer of 2020. Nebraska still has 30% of its hospital beds, 30% of its intensive care unit
beds and 74% of its ventilators available for use.
 
The state has confirmed 173,591 coronavirus cases since the pandemic began, although the actual
number is likely higher because not all people get tested. Nebraska also reported 1,811 deaths, but
that figure will likely get changed once Douglas County adjusts its number.
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Omaha World Herald
Older Nebraskans plan to keep taking precautions after COVID-19 vaccination
By Julie Anderson
 
Omahans John and Peg Conley received their first COVID-19 shots almost two weeks ago in the first
wave of vaccinations administered to seniors living in group residences.
 
The couple, who reside in an independent living apartment at Lakeside Village in west Omaha, said
they are glad to have received their first shots and are awaiting their second doses.
 
But the couple, married for 63 years, say that as much as they long to see family and friends, they’re
not planning to rush back out and pick up where they left off when the pandemic struck.
 
“I’m happy we’ve gotten it; I think it’s a good step in the right direction,” said Peg Conley, 84.
 
“We need to be careful until a higher percentage of the population is vaccinated, in my opinion,”
said John Conley, 85.
 
Several other older people in the Omaha area who have received or are still awaiting their first shots
said they, too, expect to continue the precautions they have been taking, even after they receive
their second inoculations.
 
Health care workers who have received vaccines — some of whom are now getting their second
doses — have also been advised to continue wearing masks and keeping their distance until more
people have been vaccinated and infection levels have fallen.
 
It’s not yet clear when that day will arrive and when recommendations aimed at limiting spread will
be relaxed.
 
As of Thursday, state officials say, Nebraska had been allocated 108,000 vaccine doses and
administered about 53,000 of them. Of the doses, about 35,000 had gone to the federal pharmacy
program that is administering shots in long-term care facilities.
 
The state is being allocated about 22,900 doses a week — 11,700 doses of the Pfizer vaccine and
11,200 doses of the Moderna shot.
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While some have criticized the slow pace of vaccine rollouts, federal and state health officials say the
rate has picked up now that the holidays are over.
 
On Friday, the state was No. 7 in per capita vaccination, behind the Dakotas, Alaska, West Virginia,
Vermont and Connecticut, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s vaccination
tracker. The state had injected 2,768 first shots per 100,000 residents. But there is a lag between the
time shots are given and when they are logged on the website.
 
Angie Ling, incident commander at the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, said
the state expected at least 250 of Nebraska’s long-term care facilities to have received first shots by
the end of last week. That amounts to up to 35,000 staff and residents. State officials estimate that
Nebraska’s long-term care facilities have about 50,000 staff and residents.
 
“We’re pretty excited about that,” Ling said, “given that is our most vulnerable population.”
 
Based on census data, officials calculated that about 130,000 Nebraskans age 75 and older are not in
long-term care.
 
That last group, the next in line for vaccines, have been keeping local health departments’ phone
lines busy with questions about how, when and where they will be able to sign up for and receive
the shots.
 
Ling said the state will launch a sign-up website in about two weeks, as well as a separate phone line.
 
Terra Uhing, director of the Three Rivers Public Health Department, said Thursday that her
department received 1,300 responses to a survey created to gauge interest in the vaccine among
residents in that age bracket. The department, which serves Dodge, Saunders and Washington
Counties, also received about 300 calls.
 
Uhing said a couple of the seniors she has spoken with have voiced concerns.
 
“But 99% of those who I’ve talked to would drive up today to get their vaccine if they could,” she
said.
 
Residents of Dunklau Gardens in Fremont, which is affiliated with Methodist Fremont Health, began
receiving first doses of the vaccine on Friday. Staff have already had their first inoculations and have
begun receiving second shots.
 
With the exception of end-of-life visits and a new essential caregiver program, the Fremont facility,
like others across the nation, has barred most visitors and limited activities within its walls.
 
Those efforts have worked, said Rachel Reiman, administrator of post-acute services. Twenty-eight
residents have tested positive for the virus over the course of the pandemic, with most having no
symptoms. All but one recovered.







 
Over the past few months, the facility has been able to return to some communal dining, with
residents sitting two to a table with plexiglass between them. Some small-group activities have
resumed with distancing and masking. The facility has offered FaceTime and outdoor visits with
family.
 
Reiman said long-term care facilities anticipate new federal and state guidance indicating whether
they can loosen some measures, such as those regarding visitors, masking and protective gear for
staff, with the vaccine rollout.
 
“But until that actually comes out, we will stay the course,” she said.
 
The challenge with visitors, she said, is that the facilities have no control over those who come in
from the outside, including whether they have been vaccinated.
 
In addition, the vaccines are so new that no long-term data exists indicating how long those who are
vaccinated will be protected. Some data indicate that those who have been infected with COVID-19
are protected for months. But rare cases of reinfection have occurred.
 
While residents have been frustrated by the restrictions, Reiman said, they and their families have
been supportive, understanding that the measures are intended to keep them safe.
 
“They’re staying the course,” she said. “They listen to the news, and they have been very helpful and
positive.”
 
Janette Toben, 77, was the first of 72 residents to receive the shot Friday at the Fremont facility. As
president of the residents’ council, she has served as a liaison between staff and residents in recent
months.
 
“It’s a Christmas miracle,” she said, “and eventually, we’ll get to see family. We waited quite a
while.”
 
Toben said she has been excited to get the vaccine. She has watched doctors being injected on TV.
 
“If they’re getting it,” she said, “it’s safe, so why worry about it?”
 
But some of her fellow residents are a bit skeptical. And some are a little afraid.
 
“But we have to reassure them to go that way, to have the vaccine,” she said.Toben also thinks that
it will be a little longer before residents can throw caution to the wind. In the meantime, she has
adjusted to life as it is. Her husband, who lives in their home in Fremont, comes to the window when
the temperature is right and speaks with her over the phone. The couple also watch the same
movies together in their separate residences while talking over the phone.
 
Susan Boilesen, 67, has been keeping busy making dreamcatchers and jewelry in her room at Maple







Crest Health Center in Omaha. A Santee Sioux originally from Santee, Nebraska, she said she was
relieved to receive her first shot about two weeks ago. She had a mild case of COVID-19 earlier in the
pandemic.
 
Boilesen said she’s eager to see her grandchildren in person, go shopping and dine out. But she
knows that it may be awhile before that can happen.
 
“I wish we’d had it earlier,” she said. “But now it’s here. Let’s use it ... and see how many people we
can save now.”
 
Roger Flannery, 80, passed on his first opportunity to receive the vaccine at his independent living
center in Bellevue — but not because he doesn’t want to get it.
 
Flannery participated in a trial of the Moderna vaccine. He suspects that he received a placebo
because he also caught COVID-19. Now he’s waiting for the company to reveal participants’ status.
 
Both vaccine-makers have announced that they will provide the vaccine to trial participants who
received dummy shots. Flannery is sticking with the company’s protocols because he thinks that it’s
important to do the research. The trial will continue for two years.
 
“I’m anxious to find out, and I’m anxious to get the vaccine at the earliest possible time,” Flannery
said. “It’s a beginning of overcoming this pandemic.”
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KLKN
Local dentists still waiting for COVID-19 vaccine (video)
By Marlo Lundak
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KLKN) – Dentists in Lancaster County are expressing concern as they continue to
wait for their COVID-19 vaccinations, despite being in phase 1A.
 
Most dentists in the county, that aren’t associated with the hospital systems, still haven’t received
their first dose.
 
“We realize tiers one and two are hospital folks, and that’s great. So, we’re in tier three, but then
patients come into the dentist’s office and saying they got the vaccine,” says David O’Doherty,
executive director of the Nebraska Dental Association, which represents 70% of dentists statewide.
“[When] we ask what they do and they say they work in the filing department of the hospital…that’s
not right. And it was happening a lot.”
 
According to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services state vaccination plan, dental
staff is in tier three of phase 1A. In other words, they’re in line after all frontline medical workers and
long term care facilities.
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But, as the health department says it’s already preparing for phase two vaccinations, some dentists
wonder if they were properly prioritized.
 
“We’re all in this together, and we want everyone to be able to get vaccinated, but I think people
like respiratory therapists, pulmonologists, dentists and people like that that are more directly
involved with patient care and aerosol situations,” says Dr. Justin Dworak, a dentist with the
Maranatha Dental Group. “You know there’s just some confusion in the dental community as to why
we’re not maybe a little higher of a priority in that regard.”
 
“They’re working in a very close environment with a lot of aerosol sprays [from] patients mouths so
if anyone needs in, it would be a dentist and their hygienists and assistants,” O’Doherty says.
 
Communicating with both the state and local health departments has been inconsistent and
frustrating, O’Doherty says.
 
“The health departments on the east side of the state say they don’t have enough although the
DHHS was saying they’ve got enough to move into phase 1B by the end of the month. So the
messaging was very confusing, and hearing that people who aren’t clinical were getting the vaccine
is very disappointing,” he says.
 
Dworak says he understands that vaccinating large populations is a big task, and is sympathetic to
the busy, hard-working members of the state and local health departments. They tell him that his
vaccine will come next month.
 
“They think sometime in February the dental professionals in this area will have access to get
vaccinated,” says Dworak.
 
In a statement to Channel 8 News, the Nebraska DHHS says:
 
DHHS is working hard to provide COVID-19 vaccinations to Nebraskans as quickly as possible. Phase
1A includes frontline health care workers and residents and staff of long-term care facilities. We
continue to vaccinate hospital staff and health care workers who are providing direct patient care, as
well as paramedics, emergency medical technicians, and others. Dentists are included in Phase 1A as
part of Tier III, so are able to get vaccinated now depending on how their region is progressing
through the Tiers within Phase 1A.
 
Certain areas of Nebraska may progress through the phase tiers faster. More rural areas of the state
simply have fewer people who need to be vaccinated, and due to that, there are some rural areas
beginning to progress past Phase 1A. However, in more densely populated areas of Nebraska, this
process will take at least two to three additional weeks given the much higher volume of people. We
ask that those in Phases 1B and 1C be patient as we move through this process.
 
We welcome interested Nebraskans to review the COVID-19 vaccination web page and rollout plan,
which can be found on the DHHS website. A list of the tiers can be found here: 







http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19-Vaccine-Phase-1A-Allocation-Recommendations.pdf We
also recommend that Nebraskans check out their local public health department’s website for
additional info on scheduling vaccines in their specific areas.
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KSNB
Central District Health Department to begin Phase 1b of vaccinations (video)
By Shannon Heckt
 
GRAND ISLAND, Neb. (KSNB) - As the vaccine continues to roll out across Nebraska, the Central
District Health Department is gearing for the next phase of people eligible for the shot.
 
CDHD has given out around 1,000 doses of the vaccines to healthcare workers. Now they are
opening it up to people over the age of 75 under Phase 1b. There are some procedures in place
since doses are limited. They are starting with people over the age of 90.
 
“We know about five days in advance what vaccine we’re getting. So we know that next week we’re
getting 200 doses,” Health Director Teresa Anderson said. “But we also know after next week we
should expect to see much larger allotments coming our way.”
 
Pharmacies will be wrapping up their vaccinations of long-term care residents and staff in the
coming weeks. The health department expects the state to then be able to send them more doses
per week.
 
The state is working on an online registration to get your place in line for the vaccine. For now the
Central District is asking people to call them directly or fill out their survey. People will then be
contacted to schedule an appointment to get their shot.
 
“I think what our vaccine team is planning is that first doses come in the building because there is a
little bit more involved, a little bit more education,” Anderson said. “But remember they all have to
come back for a second dose in either three or four weeks depending on what vaccine they get.
We’re hoping to do the second doses as a drive through.”
 
Law enforcement and educators fall under Phase 1b and will be contacted directly by the health
department when doses are available.
 
“We want to get people doses as quickly as we can. If we only get 100 a week this could take a really
long time,” Anderson said. “We’re hoping for a thousand a week because our first shipment was
1,100.”
 
Anderson also said at the rate they are getting doses they don’t expect to be vaccinating the general
public until the late summer. The health department said they are following the state guidelines
closely to make sure the right people are getting vaccinated in the order designated by the state.
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Central District Health Department: (308) 385-5175
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Hastings Tribune
South Heartland seeks to answer public's vaccine questions
By Andy Raun
 
Since the arrival of COVID-19 vaccine in Nebraska in mid-December 2020, frontline health care
workers and long-term care facility residents and staff members have been getting their long-
awaited shots to protect against the novel coronavirus disease.
 
Many other residents of the South Heartland Health District are anxious to get their doses of
vaccine, as well, and are looking for information on how to do so as soon as possible.
 
Michele Bever, executive director of the South Heartland District Health Department, said her
agency is being “inundated” with calls and emails from residents wanting to know when and where
they can get the vaccine.
 
Hospitals and local health care providers’ offices across the four-county health district also are
getting swamped with calls from the public, she said.
 
“We are glad there is so much interest in the COVID-19 vaccine,” Bever said. “However, the vaccine
is still being allocated out in small amounts, and it takes time for us to get to all of the people in each
priority group who want the vaccine.”
 
The priority groups are defined in the Nebraska COVID-19 Vaccination Plan, and the prioritization
recommendations and timeline are subject to change.
 
The South Heartland district encompasses Adams, Webster, Clay and Nuckolls counties. The health
department offices are in Hastings.
 
Bever said South Heartland still is working through the first priority group.
 
“Everyone in each phase can be vaccinated as soon as there are enough vaccines available,” she
said.
 
The first priority group (Phase 1A) includes health workers such as hospital employees, emergency
medical services workers, and long-term care residents and staff. The group also includes individuals
who work for developmental disabilities organizations and in behavioral health, home health care,
pharmacies, the dental field and optometry practices, plus school nurses, public health workers, and
many other personnel working in health care.
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“We expect to complete the Phase 1A group in mid-January, but it will depend on how much vaccine
we are allocated each week,” Bever said.
 
The second priority group (Phase 1B) includes people 75 years and older, as well as essential workers
in critical infrastructure. Bever said essential workers include first responders (fire, police, dispatch,
adult and child welfare), corrections staff, homeless shelter staff, utilities (power, water, gas,
sanitation) and educators (teachers, higher education, support staff, and child care providers).
 
Phase 1B also includes workers in the food/agriculture sector (meat-packing plants, food processing,
co-ops, grocery) and the transportation sector (trucking, railroad, gas stations, public transit.)
 
“We are expecting to be vaccinating people in Phase 1B priority from January through February or
mid-March,” Bever said. “Again, the timeline will be dependent on the amount of vaccine we receive
each week.”
 
The third priority group (Phase 1C) in the current state plan includes people 65-74 years of age and
people with high-risk medical conditions. Bever said they hope to begin vaccinating the Phase 1C
priority group by March.
 
“We expect much more vaccine product to be available by May so that we may begin Phase 2 of
COVID-19 vaccination, which will be for the general population,” she said.
 
As South Heartland prepares for the next phase of the COVID-19 vaccination initiative, the
department is developing a tool for residents age 75 and over to indicate their interest in getting the
vaccine.
 
“Since we don’t know when we will have enough vaccine to move to the next phase, we are not able
to schedule appointments in advance. However, we will be providing a web-based tool for residents
age 75 and over to indicate their interest in receiving the vaccine,” Bever said. “This tool will go live
next week and the link will be posted on our website and Facebook page.”
 
Bever said the health department and partners in the health district, including Mary Lanning
Healthcare, Brodstone Memorial Hospital in Superior, Webster County Community Hospital in Red
Cloud, and the Clay County Health Department, have administered 1,660 doses of COVID-19 vaccine
since it began arriving in mid-December, including 243 second doses.
 
South Heartland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard tracks progress on COVID-19 vaccinations in the
four-county district. Bever said other vaccine information and updates, along with links to the
Nebraska COVID-19 Vaccination Plan and vaccine priority recommendations, are available on the
health department’s COVID-19 vaccine webpage.
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Test Nebraska sees success
By Nick Stevenson
 
LINCOLN - So far over 590,000 COVID-19 tests have been delivered in the state through Test
Nebraska.
 
During Governor Pete Ricketts’ press briefing Friday, he highlighted the success of the testing
program.
 
Mark McCurdy owns a pharmacy in Cambridge and said they’re a Test Nebraska provider and the
support has been remarkable.
 
McCurdy says through Test Nebraska they’ve been able to take the care out to the people.
 
"They give us the infrastructure, the supplies, the equipment, and they do the reporting for us. This
structure basically allows us just to pack up, go do the testing, get it done, and come back with a
minimal amount of time away from our daily pharmacy activities."
 
McCurdy says he’s spoken to other pharmacies in other states and they’re in awe Nebraska is able to
offer COVID-19 tests for free.
 
He added without Test Nebraska he believes many Nebraskans wouldn’t be able to be tested.
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Omaha World Herald
Nebraska's COVID deaths rising, but a mistake made one day look especially bad
By Jeffrey Robb
 
An apparent jump in Nebraska’s deaths from COVID-19 is the result of a mistake, the Douglas County
Health Department said Friday.
 
Two COVID tracking websites reported a significant increase Thursday.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services dashboard showed an increase from 1,703
to 1,811 from Wednesday to Thursday.
 
The New York Times, whose numbers differ slightly, reported an increase from 1,743 to 1,869.
 
The addition of more than 100 deaths would have represented Nebraska’s largest toll from a single
day of new reported deaths, if the numbers had been accurate.
 
But the Douglas County Health Department said Friday it had mistakenly reported a list of deaths as
COVID-related.
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The department said it received cases to review of people who had tested positive for COVID-19 at
one time. The intent, the department said, was to confirm that COVID was not the cause of death
and that it was not listed on the death certificates.
 
However, the county mistakenly entered the deaths in the state’s data system as coronavirus
related.
 
The department said it was correcting the error.
 
Even though the latest tally was in error, Nebraska’s deaths have continued to climb, surpassing
1,700 people.
 
The number of deaths stood at 1,086 as of Dec. 1, according to the New York Times.
 
Also FridayOn the COVID-19 vaccine rollout, the latest figures from the state show that Nebraska has
received 133,896 doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, but administered less than half of those
— 60,170.
 
A total of 55,483 people received a first dose, and 4,687 people have received two doses.
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts, speaking at a press conference Friday on the coronavirus, said the program is
going as well as can be expected considering the logistics and scheduling needed to avoid potential
adverse reactions among health care workers.
 
Ricketts asked people to be patient but said the pace will be ramping up — with more than 20,000
vaccines administered in the last couple days.
 
“We are getting the vaccines out,” the governor said.
 
With federal funds from the second relief bill, Ricketts said Nebraska will have the resources it needs
for mass vaccinations.
 
Ricketts said the pharmacies administering vaccines to Nebraska’s long-term care facilities should
have given at least the first dose around the state by Jan. 28.
 
Community Pharmacy of Gretna has made a first run through 94 of the 97 facilities under its
responsibility, the governor said. Walgreens will handle its first doses at 217 facilities by Jan. 25 or
28, Ricketts said. CVS will reach its 64 facilities with initial doses by Jan. 18.
 
Ricketts said people age 75 and older are starting to receive the vaccine in three public health
districts. Those are: Panhandle Public Health District, Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department
and West Central District Health Department based in North Platte.
 
Myra Stoney, health director of the Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department, estimated that







some 250 people age 75 and older received the vaccine in her district this week.
 
“That’s 250 people that have vaccine working in their bodies,” she said.
 
Kim Engel, director of the Panhandle district, said about 600 people in the 75-plus group received
the vaccine there.
 
“We all just want more vaccine more than anything,” she said, “because we’ve got eager people.”
 
Ricketts praised the TestNebraska COVID-19 testing system and urged more people to get tested.
 
Ricketts said TestNebraska has plenty of capacity to do more tests.
 
The governor said the State of Nebraska initially bought 540,000 tests, then purchased 660,000
more. Test Nebraska has administered 592,000 tests, and Ricketts said the state will purchase more
as it needs them.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Lancaster County reports 81 new COVID-19 cases
By Luna Stephens
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported 81 new cases of COVID-19 on Sunday.
 
The cases reported Sunday bring the total number of cases in Lancaster County to 24,280.
 
The number of deaths in the county remains at 171.
 
The total number of cases reported during the week that ended Saturday was 1,176, which was on
par with the previous week's 1,203 cases.
 
The positivity rate for the week that ended Saturday was 28.9%, down from 33.4% the previous
week.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 406 new coronavirus cases
statewide Sunday for a total of 176,026. The state also reported 23 new deaths linked to the disease
for a total of 1,760.
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Grand Island Independent
137 new COVID-19 cases reported this week in 3-county area
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The Central District Health Department said Friday that 137 new COVID-19 cases were reported
between Sunday and Wednesday in Hall, Hamilton and Merrick counties.
 
During the past 14 days, the number of COVID cases totaled 415 in the three-county jurisdiction. The
risk dial this week is at 2.7.
 
Overall, 28,444 people have been tested in the Central District. There have been 7,412 positive cases
and 5,579 recoveries. The number of COVID-related deaths is 122.
 
“We will begin vaccinating those in Phase 1B next week,” according to the Central District website.
“Because of limited vaccine, we will start with those age 90 and over, and then gradually expand to
others age 75 and older as vaccine becomes available.”
 
Those who are at least 90 are asked to contact Central District Health to have their names added to
the waiting list. The website is cdhd.ne.gov and the phone number is 308-385-5175.
 
“When we have vaccine for you we will call you,” the website reads. “Please be patient as this will
take time.”
 
Throughout Nebraska, there have been 173,591 positive COVID-19 cases. The number of “people
tested: not detected” is 690,331.
 
There have been 1,825,632 total COVID tests in Nebraska and 864,342 people tested.
 
In Nebraska, there are 491 active hospitalizations related to COVID. The 14-day average for total
staff beds is 4,051, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
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News Channel Nebraska
Public Health Solutions reports eight COVID-19 deaths, updates vaccine progress
By Michael Shively
 
CRETE, NE — Public health officials say eight southeast Nebraska residents died from COVID-19 over
the last week.
 
Public Health Solutions covers Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Saline and Thayer counties. This is the
highest number of deaths announced by the health department since the pandemic began.
 
The health department reported a decrease in positivity rate from 39% to 33.5%. 14 people were
hospitalized with COVID-like illness this week.
 
The district’s risk dial stayed in the elevated category but moved closer to the moderate section.
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PHS says it is working through Phase 1A - Tier 5 of vaccine distribution. Tier 5 includes behind-the-
scenes staff at critical access hospitals and groups like psychologists and social workers. PHS hopes
to move to the Phase 1B by January 18.
 
The first 1B group is people 75 and over. The health department says it will post a registration link
for them on its website when the statewide registration system is running.
 
PHS has only received the Moderna vaccine.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Councilman wants to end Lincoln mayor's pandemic emergency powers
By Riley Johnson
 
Lincoln City Councilman Roy Christensen wants the city to end its emergency declaration and pull
back the special authority it extended 10 months ago to Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird to deal with the
pandemic.
 
The council should reassert itself in the city's emergency decision-making process now that the
pandemic has reached the vaccine stage, he said.
 
"If the mayor wants to continue imposing mandates or restrictions, she should ask the City Council
for the authority to do so," Christensen said. "I will listen to any such request and decide whether
such measures are warranted."
 
Gaylor Baird declared the pandemic an emergency March 16, four days before the city confirmed its
first coronavirus case. Her decision, which the City Council ratified, followed emergency declarations
by both the state and federal governments. Its aim was to make available potential federal and state
reimbursement for crisis-related city expenses and to access the city's emergency reserve funds if
necessary, officials said.
 
Christensen's resolution will be formally introduced at Monday's council meeting and is scheduled
for a public hearing and a vote Jan. 25. The declaration would end Jan. 31 if passed.
 
The resolution likely will meet skepticism from Christensen's fellow council members, many of whom
have supported the handling of the local response by Gaylor Baird and the Lincoln-Lancaster County
Health Department. 
 
Mayoral Chief of Staff Jennifer Brinkman said ending the emergency wouldn't change the way
pandemic restrictions are decided but could hamstring the city's ability to get federal and state
disaster aid.
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"This (resolution) doesn’t accomplish what the councilman said is his objective," Brinkman said. "In
reality, the mayor has not exercised emergency powers."
 
Directed health measures cite the emergency declaration as a reason why coronavirus-related
mandates and restrictions are needed, but Health Director Pat Lopez's legal authority to implement
coronavirus restrictions, such as the mask mandate or early closing hours for bars, does not stem
from the city's emergency declaration, Brinkman said.
 
Rather, it results from the health director's legal power to control disease outbreaks, Brinkman said.
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County health director's special authority to implement stricter rules than the
state stems from Lincoln's establishment of a health department in 1889, decades earlier than the
statewide creation of county health departments.
 
Gaylor Baird has not used her emergency powers to enact any restrictions, she said.
 
By contrast, during the riots last summer, Gaylor Baird implemented a nightly curfew during the
city's declared emergency.
 
The pandemic emergency powers have given the city flexibility to buy and fund emergency needs
like when it raced to buy personal protective equipment early in the pandemic knowing other
municipalities across the country were doing the same.
 
Lincoln's declaration has helped it receive $10 million in funds for public safety expenditures, and
the city is set to receive another $9 million, Brinkman said.
 
Lancaster County Emergency Manager Jim Davidsaver said the city's emergency declaration
expresses to disaster aid officials at the state and federal level that Lincoln still has conditions
constituting a disaster beyond its abilities to handle.
 
Removing the declaration would bump Lincoln down the list when pandemic resources or funds are
distributed
 
"If you don’t have a disaster declaration, essentially you’re not asking for help from the state or
federal level," Davidsaver said.
 
Christensen said his proposal comes in part to generate public discussion about the emergency
powers the council ceded to the mayor in March.
 
Christensen, a Republican who intends to run for reelection this spring, said he had thought about
raising the issue in August but then he opted to wait because of the effort to recall the mayor and
some council members. He was not targeted in the effort.
 
"I did not want anybody to misinterpret my motivations," he said.
 







The Omaha City Council, which implemented the city's mask mandate after Lincoln, has been more
transparent in policymaking and accountable to the public, Christensen said.
 
"Mostly this has to do with the council being accountable to the public and transparent about what
we’re doing as a community," Christensen said. "An open discussion is always useful in a
democracy."
 
But Brinkman disputed his contention that the public hasn't been involved in policymaking, saying
people have had the ability to testify before the council about their concerns and nearly every City
Council meeting has been preceded by a briefing from Lopez whom council members could
question.
 
Health Department officials have had weekly conversations with affected businesses and other key
stakeholders and groups about policies, precautions and pandemic concerns since the virus arrived,
she said.
 
She's confident the Health Department staff can evaluate and respond to the changing dynamics of
the pandemic, and she said collaboration remains a key priority for health officials whose response
can only prove effective if the community adheres to the guidelines and directives they implement.
 
"We have to be united in our response to the pandemic in order to be successful," Brinkman said.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Bars, strip club mount separate legal attacks, asking judges to block Lincoln's
coronavirus restrictions
By Lori Pilger
 
Lincoln bar and restaurant owners accused of violating the directed health measures aimed at
preventing the spread of COVID-19 are fighting back against city officials in separate legal challenges.
 
In one filed Thursday, Rena LLC, owner of the Foxy Gentleman's Club, is asking a federal judge to
declare the curfew provisions of the city's coronavirus restrictions unconstitutional and to
permanently block the city from enforcing them.
 
And in state court, an attorney representing Madsen's Bowling & Billiards and 15 other business
owners facing a collective 78 criminal charges asked a district court judge to order the city to stop its
enforcement while Madsen's civil case filed back in September is litigated.
 
In the suit, Madsen's is alleging the city, Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird, Health Director Pat Lopez and
Police Chief Jeff Bliemeister are carrying out a mandate without legal authority and threatening
businesses with shutdown, civil penalty and criminal enforcement.
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"There's a lot of controversy there," Madsen's attorney, Chris Ferdico, said, noting disputes over the
so-called uncontroverted science and the validity of studies that health officials are relying on.
 
He said that's why they're asking the court to "hit pause" as it sorts through the complicated issues.
 
The city fought the move to halt enforcement at a hearing Thursday.
 
"Judge, injunctive relief is an extraordinary remedy," City Attorney Yohance Christie said.
 
He said Madsen's has alleged that the directed health measures, including everything from mask
mandates to capacity restrictions to early closing times, are ineffective, setting up a battle of medical
opinions that city officials "would embrace."
 
In the city's corner are James Lawler and Steven Rademacher, both infectious disease physicians.
Lawler was hand-selected to organize the military's first medical support team for Ebola response
and to help in the mission to rescue Americans from the Diamond Princess cruise ship when COVID-
19 spread onboard early last year.
 
While the Madsen's lawsuit is alone in challenging the efficacy of wearing masks and the latest
medical research, both of the cases attack the city's directed health measures as "arbitrary and
capricious" in how they target businesses that sell alcohol.
 
In the lawsuit filed last week in U.S. District Court in Lincoln, attorney Carlos Monzón said Foxy
Gentleman's Club shouldn't have to comply with the city's mandated closing time of 11 p.m., given
that most of its income is derived between 11 p.m. and 2 a.m.
 
"There's no factual or legal basis to believe that COVID-19 is more likely to spread during the late-
night hours as opposed to daytime hours," he wrote.
 
Just as there's no reason to believe it is more likely to spread at businesses that only serve alcohol,
he said.
 
Foxy Gentleman's Club is facing seven tickets after racking up three more for alleged violations
spotted in the latest sweep of businesses Jan. 1-3.
 
In all, the City Attorney's Office filed 20 new cases involving alleged violations at 10 Lincoln
businesses. Where violations early in the pandemic started over mask-wearing, they now
predominantly involve businesses staying open past 11 p.m., often discovered through routine
tavern checks.
 
A vast majority are complying. But some, such as The Night Before, which has gotten 28 tickets,
appear to be taking the potential $500 fine that comes with each as a cost of doing business.
 
Monzón said there are alternatives to the current directed health measures' focus on curfew that
wouldn't infringe so severely, such as requiring increased sanitation and security to ensure







compliance with masking and social distancing.
 
The city hasn't yet responded to the federal court challenge in court. But Christie said the city wants
local businesses to be able to be open. But it's making decisions about public health with everybody
in mind.
 
"It's a balancing act," he said.
 
At a hearing in the Madsen's case, Ferdico took issue with what he called the unlawful delegation of
police power by making business owners ensure patrons follow the coronavirus restrictions, and he
argued the city shouldn't be allowed to have directed health measures that go further than state
rules.
 
He said the city's measures aren't designed to protect the elderly.
 
"They are creating an undue burden on everybody else when we can isolate the true populations of
individuals who are most at risk," Ferdico told Judge Michael A. Smith. "We're not downplaying their
risk. We're not suggesting that every person who doesn't die from this disease is not tragic. But the
Constitution is set up to say when the government restricts your freedoms, it's got to do so to
prevent as much collateral damage as possible. And blanket restrictions by definition do not do
that."
 
He said it's crushing his clients' business and has them facing criminal prosecution.
 
Andy Barry of Cline Williams law firm, who also represents the city in the case, said he understands
how it's hard to be a business and operating in these circumstances.
 
"But businesses aren't the only thing that someone in (Health Director) Pat Lopez's position has to
deal with. She has to think about lives, health, families," he said.
 
In Lincoln, new case numbers per capita have generally been below the state average, which the
evidence suggests is a result of the city's directed health measure, Barry said.
 
As a result, more hospital beds in Lincoln were open for patients from other parts of the state that
didn't have mask mandates or heightened coronavirus restrictions, he said.
 
"It's a matter of statewide concern, but every part of the state is different," he said.
 
And the lawyers and the court aren't equipped to come back every two weeks to decide whether the
latest directed health measure exceeds state rules, Barry added.
 
Smith said he would try to have a ruling in a couple of weeks.
 
TOP
 







 
Omaha World Herald
COVID liability limits proposed in Nebraska; opponent says bills would 'limit justice'
By Martha Stoddard
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska hospitals, businesses and schools would be protected from most coronavirus-
related lawsuits under a bill introduced Friday in the Legislature.
 
State Sen. Tom Briese of Albion sponsored Legislative Bill 139, along with Sen. Matt Williams of
Gothenburg. It was among 212 bills and five constitutional amendments introduced by state
lawmakers this week.
 
Briese said his proposal is intended to help Nebraska recover from the coronavirus pandemic, which
has killed more than 1,800 people here, more than tripled the number of unemployed workers and
caused widespread economic disruption.
 
“As many segments of society struggle to deal with and rebound from the impact of the pandemic,
they face the threat of needless lawsuits related to COVID,” he said. “It’s incumbent on us to provide
some level of protection against such lawsuits while ensuring the safety of our citizens and holding
bad actors accountable.”
 
His proposal would offer legal protection in multiple ways. First, it would bar lawsuits unless
someone was hospitalized or died from the coronavirus. It would also prohibit lawsuits against
entities that were following federal and state laws or public health orders and guidance.
 
It would not allow a lawsuit unless an entity had acted with gross negligence or willful misconduct,
rather than ordinary negligence. Finally, it would raise the standard of proof, making it harder for
people bringing lawsuits to prove that they had been hurt because of gross negligence or willful
misconduct.
 
The bill would also offer additional protection to health care providers for care given — or not given
— because of their response to the coronavirus.
 
“The last thing our hometown heroes need is to worry about being sued for canceling an elective
procedure or an accidental exposure when they were doing the right thing all along,” Briese said.
 
But Andy Sibbernsen, an Omaha attorney and president of the Nebraska Association of Trial
Attorneys, panned the proposal. He said the organization always opposes legislation limiting
people’s ability to go to court if they are injured by someone who did not follow accepted policies
and procedures.
 
Such bills “limit justice, and they limit people’s access to the court system,” he said. “If people and
businesses are acting reasonably, there’s no reason to be worried about it.”
 
Briese said he is not aware of coronavirus-related lawsuits in the state but said he has heard from a
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number of entities that are fearful about the possibilities. LB 139 would apply only to events
occurring after the measure passes. It would not apply to anything that happened previously.
 
Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha offered a different COVID-19 liability measure on Thursday. His LB 52
would offer even broader protection, barring any civil action for injury or death stemming from
exposure to the coronavirus after the bill takes effect.
 
But Lathrop, who is a trial attorney, said he introduced the bill to spark a conversation about
whether liability protection is needed. He said COVID-19 has become so widespread, it could be
difficult for people to prove where they were exposed.
 
Among other bills introduced Friday:
 
Emergency contraception. Hospitals would be required to offer emergency contraception to women
who have been sexually assaulted under LB 183, introduced by Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha. The bill
would provide for state sanctions against a hospital that failed to provide information about the
option or to offer such care.
 
School property tax. Property taxes would be limited to 33% of school funding under Legislative
Resolution 13CA, introduced by Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon. Statewide, property taxes now cover
about 60% of the cost of K-12 education in Nebraska.
 
Facial surveillance. Police and other government entities would be barred from using or keeping
facial surveillance, also known as facial recognition, data under LB 199, introduced by Sen. Tony
Vargas of Omaha. The bill would also prohibit facial surveillance from being used in court cases. The
bill includes a statement of intent that says that facial surveillance technology is less accurate in
identifying women, young people and people of color and that using such systems is like requiring
everyone to carry and display photo identification at all times.
 
Fireworks. Nebraskans might be able to get some additional kinds of fireworks under LB 152,
introduced by Sen. Julie Slama of Peru. The bill would remove almost all state-imposed limits on
consumer fireworks and would rely on federal regulations and testing by the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission instead.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Online town halls planned in Lincoln, elsewhere to educate people of color about
COVID-19 vaccine
By Matt Olberding
 
In an effort to answer questions and assuage fears about the COVID-19 vaccine among communities
of color, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services is partnering with several
organizations to hold online town halls over the next several months.
 
The first two will be focused on Lincoln. The first is set for Wednesday at 7 p.m. and is being done in
concert with Mount Zion Baptist Church.
 
The second one is scheduled for Feb. 18 in cooperation with the Lincoln Chapter of the NAACP.
 
The Rev. Tremaine Combs, senior pastor at Mount Zion, said he is not trying to push the vaccine on
anyone but wants to offer a venue where people can get information in a comfortable and
empowering setting.
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"The goal is to provide an opportunity and a space for people to ask questions," he said.
 
Combs said it's also an opportunity for public health officials to "rebuild trust" with the Black
community.
 
A third Lincoln-focused event will be Feb. 25 in partnership with Bluestem Health and the New Era
Baptist State Convention of Nebraska.
 
An Omaha event is set for Feb. 23, and there is one scheduled March 13 with the Grand Island
Multicultural Coalition.
 
Dannette Smith, CEO of the Department of Health and Human Services, said many of the town halls
are meant to coincide with Black History Month in February.
 
"I'm looking forward to all these town hall meetings as a way to talk about equity, as a way to talk
about the impact of health care on people of color throughout Nebraska," Smith said during a
Facebook Live session Thursday.
 
The town halls will be an opportunity to answer questions and educate people in vulnerable
communities about why they should get vaccinated.
 
"There is some hesitancy to taking the vaccine, and we understand for the minority community that
sometimes that can be very difficult," she said.
 
Smith, who is Black, noted that she grew up with "folklore" regarding health care and medicine, and
one of the goals of the town halls is to "decrease some of that folklore stuff" for communities of
color and "give you real-time information that makes sense about why you need to take the
vaccine."
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Blacks and Hispanics are both about
four times as likely as whites to be hospitalized if they contract a COVID-19 infection, and nearly
three times as likely to die.
 
Despite those figures, surveys have found that only about a quarter of Black Americans and about
one-third of the Latino community say they plan to get the vaccine.
 
Brad Meyer, CEO of Bluestem Health, said about 45% of the organization's patients speak a first
language that's not English, making communication sometimes difficult.
 
He also said that some of the groups it serves have skeptical views of Western medicine, and he's
heard anecdotal evidence that there are many people who don't plan to get vaccinated.
 
"Our goal is to break down these preconceived notions and try to answer any questions as to why
they feel it's not safe to get the vaccine," Meyer said.







 
Smith said that once more vaccine is available, the state will work with community partners to
ensure those who are most vulnerable and most in need of it have access.
 
The Department of Health and Human Services said late Wednesday that it is getting an additional
boost in vaccine supply. Last week, officials said the state would be getting about 16% more vaccine
doses for the next several weeks, but in a news release, the department said it is receiving 21% more
this week, for a total of 30,125 first doses of Pfizer and Moderna vaccine and 25,825 second doses.
 
It said it also will be receiving an additional 17,500 doses of Pfizer vaccines over the next couple of
weeks that were overallocated to the Federal Pharmacy Program.
 
As of Thursday, about 134,000 people had signed up on the state's vaccine registration website.
 
Nebraska so far has been allocated just over 300,000 vaccine doses and had administered 207,000
of them as of Wednesday, a nearly 70% rate. However, out of the roughly 207,000 doses that the
Department of Health and Human Services has control of, the vaccination rate is closer to 80%, with
90% of all first doses administered so far.
 
"We are moving as fast as we possibly can," Smith said.
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State, local leaders urge minority groups to get COVID-19 vaccine (video)
By Waverle Monroe
 
OMAHA, Neb. —
Nebraska's state and local officials have said they realize there is a hesitancy when it comes to
minorities getting the COVID-19 vaccine. On the state level, DHHS CEO Danette Smith said they've
been talking with different communities to figure out its needs.
 
Local leaders like Preston Love, Jr. said that trust comes from the leaders within the community.
 
Love proudly displayed his vaccine sticker Thursday after getting his first dose of the Moderna
vaccine.
 
"I must say I kept asking her when she was going to finish and she already finished so it was easy,"
Love said.
 
Not only did Love say he didn't feel it, but he also said he's feeling fine.
 
"I did not want it. I needed it," Love said.
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"I did not want it. I needed it," Love said.
 
Love is well-known in the Black community and said he's using his position to encourage his
community to get vaccinated. Love said. that involves breaking down a lot of historical barriers.
 
"Tuskegee, polio tests even the Flint water, all of that adds up to distrust," Love said.
 
Love got his vaccine at Charles Drew Health Center.
 
"Far too often in the Black community, health care is being dictated to them. We're being told to do,
what you should be doing," Charles Drew Health Center CEO Kenny McMorris said.
 
McMorris said there's been a steady flow of patients coming to get the shot.
 
"We currently have about 250 vaccines a week," McMorris said.
 
McMorris said Charles Drew is connecting with clergy to grassroots organizations to educate people
about the vaccine. Both Love and McMorris say it's a community approach.
 
"It cannot be forced on. It cannot be advertised on. It cannot be brochured upon," Love said.
 
"Our traditional means of leveraging technology and social media, not everybody uses that,"
McMorris said. "So, how do we change and make sure we are providing resources and support that
meets people where they are."
 
Charles Drew Health Center is one of several Federally Qualified Health Centers in Nebraska, giving
vaccines to only its patients.
 
The state urges people to continue to register for the vaccine vaccinate.ne.gov.
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Nebraska lays out plan to encourage minorities to get COVID vaccine (video)
By Shirelle Moore
 
OMAHA, Neb. (FOX 42 KPTM) — Nebraska health officials have a new plan to get more minorities to
get the COVID vaccine.
 
They're especially hoping to reach those who may not normally trust vaccines.
 
Health officials with the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) in Nebraska held a
meeting Thursday to discuss the health disparities in communities of color and what we can do to fix
them.
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"I kept asking her when she was going to be and had already finished so it was easy," says Preston
Love Jr.
 
Love Jr. Just received his first coronavirus shot.
 
He says he took it because it was his turn and he wanted to set an example for people in the black
community who may be hesitant.
 
He says, "Because of long term things where we have been manipulated and have not been given
straight-forward information, lots of things which I'm not going over that make us reluctant. I
acknowledge that reluctance."
 
Love jr. says he trusts the science and health experts with the DHHS says what he's doing is
important.
 
It's setting an example and getting someone trusted to talk to their family and friends about how the
vaccine safe.
 
"If you're a person of color if we could start to decrease some of that folklore stuff and give you real-
time information that makes sense about why you need to take the vaccination because as I said,
even for myself, this is a life or death situation," says Dannette Smith, the CEO of DHHS.
 
Another issue facing minority communities that might stop them from getting the vaccine: a
language barrier.
 
DHHS is working to fix that by providing interpreters at vaccine sites and assuring all forms also come
in different languages.
 
Health experts say they also encourage everyone to fill out their demographic information.
 
That information helps DHHS find out which group it needs to focus on when it comes to funding
and messaging.
 
"As we move forward as a state and especially at DHHS it's even collecting more demographic data.
As I mentioned disability data, information for housing, depending on if people have transportation.
That has really impacted individuals too because if you're not able to go to a testing site or
somewhere to get tested, you probably aren't going to get it," says Josie Rodriguez, health equity
administrator for DHHS.
 
Health officials with DHHS will be hosting town halls all over Nebraska to help answer any questions
people in those groups might have.
 
The town halls will all be held virtually. Everyone is encouraged to participate online.
 







Dates are as follows:
 


·         February 10th- Co-hosted with Mount Zion Baptist Church in Lincoln
·         February 18th- Co-hosted with NAACP Lincoln Chapter
·         February 23rd- Co-hosted with 4Urban.org and Charles Drew Center of Omaha
·         February 25th- Co-hosted with Blue String Lincoln and New Era Baptist State Convention of


Nebraska
·         March 13th- Co-hosted with Multicultural coalition in Grand Island


 
More information can be found here.
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Neb. DHHS to soon host informational town halls about COVID-19 vaccine
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 
LINCOLN - Ethnic minorities in Nebraska have been significantly impacted by the coronavirus
pandemic and as the COVID-19 vaccine becomes more widely available, it’s important they also have
the opportunity to get vaccinated.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services talked about its vaccine minority outreach
strategy during a press conference Thursday.
 
Health Disparities and Health Equity Administrator Josie Rodriquez said although Hispanics only
make up ten percent of Nebraska’s population, 48 percent of them had COVID-19 during the heat of
the pandemic.
 
CEO Dannette Smith said one of the ways they’re going to try and get the word out about vaccines
for minority populations is through town hall meetings across the state.
 
"We want to educate, educate, educate about the vaccine. There is some hesitancy about taking the
vaccine and we understand for the minority community that sometimes that can be very difficult.
We want these town hall meetings to be interactive and people can feel free to ask us questions and
find out where they can go to get vaccinated."
 
Rodriquez also said they’re working to get the vaccine registration portal available in Spanish which
should be done in a couple of weeks.
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VIDEO: Health professionals discuss minority outreach for COVID-19 vaccine
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By Ashley Springman
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KLKN) — The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) holds a
Facebook Live event addressing the state’s vaccine distribution, as a part of an ongoing series.
 
DHHS CEO Dannette R. Smith and Office of Health Disparities and Health Equity Administrator Josie
Rodriguez will be discussing DHHS’s minority outreach regarding the vaccine.
 
Within the last seven-days, about 134,000 people have registered for the vaccine through DHHS’s
website.
 
After reviewing their research, DHHS says it’s time to focus on minority populations.
 
DHHS’s research shows that “racial-ethnic minority populations were being very much impacted by
this virus,” as stated by Rodriguez.
 
Nebraska’s Hispanic population is about 10% of the state, Rodriguez said “we saw high numbers in
positivity rates, 48% Hispanics at the time.”
 
According to DHHS’s COVID-19 Vaccinations Dashboard, out of the 149,087 first vaccine doses given
only 3.3% identified as Hispanic, 2.5% African American, 1.5% Asian, and 0.4% Native American.
 
“These are things that we really need to pay attention to,” commented Smith. “And we are starting
to do that, not just with the racial-ethnic minority population but all other at-risk population of those
that are disabled, blind, hard of hearing.”
 
They are working to support non-English speaking residents. A Spanish registration portal should be
live in the next few weeks.
 
DHHS will also be partnering with community organizations across Nebraska to provide virtual
townhalls concerning the COVID-19 vaccine.
 
Upcoming events include:
 


·         Mount Zion Baptist Church, Lincoln on Feb. 10
·         NAACP, Lincoln on Feb. 18
·         Urban.org with the Charles Drew Center, Omaha on Feb. 23
·         Multicultural Coalition, Grand Island on Mar. 13


 
Times have yet to be released.
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Nebraska will receive 21% more vaccine doses this week
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska will receive 21% more doses of coronavirus vaccines this week as the
state continues to work to speed up distribution of the shots.
 
The state said it is scheduled to receive 55,950 doses of the vaccines this week. That is up from
46,400 a week ago.
 
The increase in doses should help boost distribution of the vaccine statewide. The 19 local health
districts across Nebraska are finishing up the first phase of the campaign when health care workers
and residents of long-term care facilities were the focus, and now they are all starting to vaccinate
people 65 and older and some essential workers.
 
“We are moving as fast as we possibly can. As we get it from the federal government, we are getting
it out to our partners so that people can be inoculated as soon as possible,” said Dannette Smith,
CEO of the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
 
State officials are planning to hold a series of online town hall meetings over the next month to
answer questions about the vaccines and the virus.
 
The state said 3.9% of the state’s population has now received both required doses of one of the
two vaccines. Nebraska has administered 207,111 of the 300,400 doses it has been allocated so far,
including 9,027 that were administered Wednesday.
 
Less than a week after the state launched its new vaccinate.ne.gov website, nearly 141,000 people
have registered to be notified when they are eligible to get the vaccine.
 
The number of people hospitalized with the coronavirus declined Wednesday to 278 from Tuesday’s
305. That total has fallen steadily since the November peak of 987.
 
The seven-day rolling average of daily new cases in Nebraska decreased over the past two weeks,
going from 806.86 new cases per day on Jan. 20 to 560 new cases per day on Wednesday. The state
said 192,549 virus cases and 1,952 deaths have been reported in the state since the pandemic
began.
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Nebraska participating in both federal COVID vaccination programs involving
pharmacies
By Julie Anderson
 
Nebraska is participating in both of the available federal programs created to send COVID-19
vaccines to pharmacies in the state, health officials said Thursday.
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Pharmacies participating in the first program, dubbed the Federal Pharmacy Program, already have
vaccinated many residents and staff of Nebraska’s long-term care facilities.
 
Allocations were made through the program over a six-week period, including four weeks of 11,700
first doses of the Pfizer vaccine between Dec. 20 and Jan. 16, and four weeks of 11,700 second doses
of Pfizer vaccine between Jan. 3 and Jan. 30, health officials said.
 
Allocations required for the program were determined by the federal government.
 
Now that participating pharmacies have completed all first-dose clinics at the facilities and multiple
second-dose clinics, the pharmacies have begun tallying how many doses they have left over,
Khalilah LeGrand, a spokeswoman for the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, said
in an email.
 
Pharmacy chain CVS is returning 5,850 doses to the state this week, and Walgreens will return
11,700 doses over the next two weeks. The doses will be used to vaccinate people in the state’s
Phase 1B category, which includes people ages 65 and older, younger people with high-risk medical
conditions and certain front-line workers who can’t work from home.
 
State health officials have said the leftover doses, like others the state receives, will be allocated
within the state according to population.
 
Some observers have criticized the state, suggesting that officials have opted out of some federal
programs that could bring more vaccine to Nebraska.
 
Douglas County received some of the leftover doses this week, Adi Pour, director of the Douglas
County Health Department, said earlier this week.
 
Iowa health officials announced Wednesday that the state was making doses left over from the long-
term care initiative available to approximately 32,000 Iowans ages 65 and older. The doses, a one-
time additional allocation, were distributed to a limited number of Walgreens and CVS stores in the
state and will be available by appointment. In western Iowa, appointments were made available at
some Walgreens locations in Pottawattamie and Woodbury Counties.
 
LeGrand said Nebraska also is participating in the separate federal Retail Pharmacy Program. State
officials are waiting for information from the federal government about what the allocation will be
through that program. The program will bring additional doses to the state.
 
According to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Retail Pharmacy Program is
a collaboration with 21 national pharmacy partners and independent pharmacy networks. In
Nebraska, pharmacy partners include Walmart and several pharmacy networks and suppliers.
 
The program, according to CDC, is being implemented incrementally based on available vaccine
supply. As vaccine supply increases over time, the program ultimately will expand to include more
than 40,000 pharmacies.







 
State health officials have said the state does not plan to ask the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to provide a vaccination site in Nebraska because it would not bring additional allocations of
vaccine into the state and the state is doing well with the number of vaccination sites currently in
operation.
 
The state health department reported Wednesday that the state is receiving 30,125 first doses of
vaccine this week and 25,825 second doses.
 
Dannette Smith, the health department’s CEO, said Thursday that the state will hold town hall
meetings across the state in the coming weeks to provide education about vaccines.
 
During the seven days ending Thursday, Smith said, more than 134,000 Nebraskans had registered
for the vaccine through the state’s vaccination portal, vaccinate.ne.gov.
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Nebraska pharmacies to receive COVID vaccines directly from federal government
(video)
By Jared Austin
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KOLN) - The federal government is starting a new vaccine program where vaccines
could be administered at local pharmacies. The Federal Retail Pharmacy Program will ship COVID-19
vaccines directly from the federal government to local pharmacies.
 
State officials said this will lead to a great partnership and help increase vaccine allocation to the
state.
 
Even though this program hasn’t started in Nebraska, the number of vaccines the state receives
weekly continues to rise. State officials said there’s now a 21% increase from last week.
 
Nebraska DHHS CEO Dannette Smith said, “We are moving as fast as possible as we can. as we get it
from the federal government, we’re getting it out to our partners.”
 
This week, the state will get over 55,000 vaccines compared to just over 46,000 last week.
 
Nebraska Pharmacists Association CEO Marcia Mueting said this new vaccine program will eventually
lead to more vaccines coming to Nebraska weekly.
 
“The pharmacies will be able to immunize quicker instead of having it go to the state distribution
hub and then to pharmacies,” Mueting said.
 
According to the CDC, pharmacies involved with this program include Walmart, Good Neighbor
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Pharmacy and Cardinal Health.
 
Walmart said on its website as soon as it receives vaccines from the federal government, it’ll
vaccinate people in 38 states including Nebraska.
 
Mueting said, “Ultimately this program will expand to include over 40,000 pharmacies across the
country.”
 
Mueting said pharmacists are more than qualified to administer these vaccines and they know the
patient population they’ll vaccinate.
 
“The pharmacies across Nebraska have been standing at the ready waiting for their cue to jump in
and become a part of the solution,” Mueting said.
 
Nebraska DHHS said this program will start in the state once it receives more info on allocations.
 
The Nebraska Pharmacists Association is confident this program will continue increasing vaccine
allocation in the state once implemented. The program is set to start next week in other states but
it’s still unclear when it’ll start here in Nebraska.
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Nebraska will participate in Federal Pharmacy program (video)
By Andrew Ozaki
 
Nebraska will be part of the Federal Pharmacy program according to the state's top health officials
overseeing the pandemic response.
 
"We don't have the exact numbers for the facilities receiving it, but it will start next week,"
Department of Health and Human Services Incident Commander Angie Ling said.
 
On Thursday, Ling and Chief Medical officer Dr. Gary Anthone told lawmakers in the Legislature's
Health and Human Services Committee, the vaccines will be in addition to the doses already
allocated to the state.
 
"Our recommended partners are ABC, Cardinal and Walmart and ABC and Cardinal are like over-
arching distributors and then they will have smaller pharmacies under them," Ling said.
 
She said that 88% of Nebraskans live within 15 miles of those pharmacies.
 
"So that's going to be some really good coverage," Ling said.
 
In addition, she said local health agencies need to be prepared to ramp up capacity to give doses in
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the following weeks.
 
"Everyone is supposed to be planning right now for double and triple," Ling said.
 
Dr. Anthone said the Federal government is telling them they expect to distribute enough doses by
the end of June to vaccinate 300 million Americans.
 
On Thursday, Johnson and Johnson submitted its single-dose COVID-19 vaccine to the FDA for
emergency approval.
 
That could mean the company is just weeks away from adding 100 million doses by July.
 
"During the planning, it's all about scalability. We want you to be able to scale up and scale up like
that," Ling said.
 
Ling told senators she believes local health departments can handle the increase. She said some
agencies are planning to add more vaccination sites, operate clinics more days and for longer hours.
 
There is also a possibility of using TestNebraska sites as well.
 
Ling is concerned if there will be enough vaccinators.
 
"Right now a lot of people are volunteering and in four weeks from now they might not be able to
volunteer so much," Ling said.
 
State Sen. Lynne Walz said she happy it could mean essential workers such as teachers could soon
get vaccinated.
 
"I really appreciate the fact they are setting themselves up to increase and expand those
vaccinations as they need to," Walz said.
 
Nebraska will get around 56,000 doses this week.
 
Officials said that a 21% increase should help boost distribution statewide.
 
The goal is to get doses into arms within a week of them being delivered to local health facilities.
 
Nebraska reports more than 207,000 people have been vaccinated for COVID-19.
 
Around 149,000 are first doses.
 
Nearly 4% of Nebraskans over the age of 16 have received the vaccine.
 
In Iowa more than 289,000 people have been vaccinated.
 







About 141,000 are have received their first dose.
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Corrections, courts make plea to state leaders to move up in vaccination line
By Sarah Fili
 
DOUGLAS COUNTY, Neb. —
Corrections officials and courthouse employees are urging to the state to consider moving them up
the vaccine line.
 
Douglas County corrections director Michael Myers said cells are hard to come by in the jail right
now.
 
“There’s times where we've had to house people in our gymnasiums to make room for people,” he
said.
 
Myers said because more serious felony cases are awaiting trial, they're moving people to places
they've never had to before.
 
"What we've seen is, those serious violent cases start stacking up in the jail which is causing us to be
short on bed space that's acceptable," he said.
 
Myers says violent offenders must be housed in cells, and not general population, which makes
finding bed space a puzzle.
 
“We had 20 people sleeping in our court holding, (to make room in cells) which is something that's
pretty much unprecedented for us,” Myers said.
 
Myers is pleading with the state to move all corrections staff and inmates up in the vaccination line,
so courts can resume, which would move inmates out of the jail.
 
"As we wait for those (vaccine) opportunities to happen, crimes are still being committed,” he said.
 
"The key to their (the courts) return to full functionality, to these higher-level cases that have been
delayed, is the vaccination of their staff, and defendants,” Myers said.
 
“We’ll probably all be vaccinated, be getting our first doses in April, second doses in May, and the
courts are behind us,” he said.
 
Douglas County Deputy Attorney Brenda Beadle has the same plea to the state.
 
"Please let us move up on the vaccination list,” she said.
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That's because the courts are opening, vaccine or not, and with a monumental goal. The courts
scheduled 83 trials for March.
 
"Now we're in a position where we have to prep for 83 jury trials, very serious trials. We have to
bring witnesses in, we’re doing depositions,” she said.
 
Beadle said that forced the prosecutor’s office to throw their safety protocols out to prepare. She
said masks will be worn in the office, but they want to be vaccinated.
 
Judges explained to Beadle that the trials are stacked, meaning they can move from one to the next
if something comes up. Beadle said that doesn’t alleviate the workload, because attorneys will have
to be prepared in case any docket is called.
 
“We had to bring everybody back. Which, we had been doing two weeks on, two weeks off (out of
the office) and that was working well, but we didn't have a choice because we had to get ready for
83 jury trials,” she said.
 
Beadle said between prosecutors and public defenders, they’d need about 200 vaccines. She
understands the state’s prioritization but hopes courts will be moved up in the list.
 
"We are frontline, and we are going to have to be in the courtroom dealing with the public, we have
over 1000 people coming into the courthouse monthly,” she said.
 
Beadle said prosecutors will begin preparing, but the caseload is overwhelming to juggle. Plus,
there’s the threat of the virus shutting things down.
 
"We're going to roll up our sleeved and get to work. We'll see if we can get through any without any
continuances or mistrials because of COVID,” she said.
 
Both corrections and the courts are hopeful the state will hear their plea.
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Vaccine supply not keeping pace with demand in Lincoln’s neighboring counties (video)
By Yousef Nasser
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (KLKN) – In Lancaster County, there is substantial demand for the COVID-19 vaccine.
The same is true in rural counties surrounding the Capital City.
 
Health officials from the Four Corners Health Department in York and Public Health Solutions in
Crete tell Channel 8 the demand for the vaccine is intense. Both health districts are receiving
between 600 and 800 primary doses a week. But do they have enough supply to meet the demand?
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“No, we don’t,” Four Corners executive director Laura McDougall said. “We have 7000 people on a
waiting list. Logistically, right now what we’re doing is when we receive vaccines we set up times to
give them. So it’s just a constant rolling out of vaccine.”
 
“This is not a distribution problem,” Public Health Solutions health director Kim Showalter said. “This
is a supply problem. And there’s nothing any of us can do about that.”
 
Four Corners serves Butler, Polk, Seward, and York counties, while Public Health Solutions serves
Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Thayer, and Saline counties. Both districts began vaccinating people in the
Phase 1B group last week.
 
“Our rural counties, we have a lot more people in that age group,” McDougall said. “So I think it’s
good that we’re able to go ahead and have been in the 1B for about a week now.”
 
They distribute vaccine through a select group of approved health care providers within the district,
with at least one in each county.
 
“We felt that the best place for someone in that 75+ to 85+ age range to get a vaccine is at their
provider,” Showalter said.
 
Rural health departments are committed to making sure that everyone who wants to get the vaccine
is able to get it, but officials say it will take time.
 
“I want everyone to know, please be patient because we are going to get to everyone, but it is going
to take a while with the amount of vaccine we have coming in each week,” Showalter said.
 
“In my entire career in public health, I’ve never seen such a concerted effort as I do right now with
all of our medical partners working together,” McDougall said. “It’s a lot of teamwork, good
teamwork going on.”
 
People in the 65 and older group can register online with their respective health departments to set
up a vaccination appointment:
 
–Four Corners Health Department
 
–Public Health Solutions
 
They can also call the Nebraska State Vaccine Hotline using the phone numbers 531-249-1873 or
833-998-2275
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1,000 seniors vaccinated at Fonner Park drive-thru clinic
By Jeff Bahr
 
On Thursday morning, 1.4 inches of snow wasn’t enough to keep 1,000 senior citizens from getting
their initial COVID-19 vaccinations at Fonner Park.
 
The shots were administered in drive-thru fashion inside the sheep barn at Fonner Park. The
recipients first pulled into the Tom Dinsdale Automotive Cattle Barn to get registered. They then
circled around to get their vaccinations inside the sheep barn.
 
Most of the recipients were 80 and older, and they were happy to be vaccinated.
 
“Damn right,” A.J. Haller said after he got his shot. The 82-year-old Grand Island man hasn’t had
COVID-19. His wife, Brenda, registered for him two or three weeks ago, and they got a call this week
telling him when to show up.
 
His wife hasn’t had her turn yet. “She’s only 68,” Haller said.
 
Keith and Carol Haussler, who live north of Juniata, were also pleased to get their vaccinations.
 
Carol, 79, contracted COVID-19 in November. The symptoms never got too bad, but she was cold
and tired for a week. She also didn’t eat much because she was afraid food might make her sick.
 
Keith, 77, slept in his shop while his wife had the virus, checking on her two or three times a day. He
was comfortable in the shop with a recliner and a wood stove.
 
Why didn’t he get the virus himself? “Blind luck,” he said.
 
Recipients said the vaccinations didn’t hurt. “I didn’t even scream,” Keith said.
 
To celebrate the occasion, the Hausslers headed for Olive Garden after their vaccinations.
 
Another happy recipient was Gwen Hassler of Grand Island. “I think it’s a great thing,” she said.
 
Hassler, 82, registered about three weeks ago. “And then my daughter did it again for me. And I
think that helped me,” she said.
 
Hassler never got COVID-19. “I’m very good about staying home,” she said.
 
She has a cat named Toby. “And the two of us stay home all day,” she said. “I go to the grocery store
and to church. That’s about all I do.”
 
Every once in a while, her son-in-law comes in from York to take her to a restaurant.
 
The senior citizens were glad to get their shots. “They’re very happy people coming through,” said
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Teresa Anderson of the Central District Health Department.
 
The vaccination clinic was put together by CDHD in partnership with Fonner Park and CHI Health St.
Francis.
 
Initially, organizers planned to hold the clinic in one building, but, on Wednesday, Fonner Park
“generously offered us” the second barn as well, Anderson said.
 
The two buildings provided plenty of room for social distancing. The indoor locations also allowed
the staff and volunteers to “stay somewhat warm,” Anderson said.
 
CDHD has set up a tent in its parking lot for both testing and vaccinations. But Fonner Park provides
much more space.
 
There was no way 1,000 doses could be administered in one day “on our campus,” Anderson said.
 
The seniors got their first doses at Thursday’s clinic, which was by appointment only. They’ll get their
second shots in three weeks.
 
Plenty of people were on hand to help in the two barns. Five or six nurses from CHI St. Francis were
joined by nurses from Central District Health, representatives of Wood River Fire and Rescue, the
Grand Island Fire Department and the Community Emergency Response Team. Some of the people
helping were volunteering their time.
 
Jon Rosenlund, director of emergency management for Grand Island and Hall County, welcomed
drivers as they pulled into the cattle barn.
 
Nick Lammers of Wood River Fire and Rescue said giving people vaccinations now will help his
department later. Since March, Wood River emergency personnel have taken some COVID-19
patients to the hospital. “We’ve had our share,” Lammers said.
 
Lammers, who’s a paramedic, was giving shots Thursday. Also on hand from Wood River Fire and
Rescue was Judy Knecht, an EMT. One of the St. Francis nurses was Vicky English.
 
The clinic started at 8:30 a.m. and finished by 3:30 p.m.
 
How quickly did cars cruise through the barns? By 11:30 a.m., 350 people had been vaccinated.
 
Nurses were reconstituting the Pfizer vaccine in the birthing pavilion inside the sheep barn. Working
in the warmer environment helped them with their manual dexterity. They filled syringes after a
sterile saline solution was mixed with the vaccine.
 
Among the people reconstituting the vaccine were Julie Brazee of Central City and Kamrie Peterson
of Polk. Both work for Central District Health.
 







After their vaccinations, recipients were told to wait in the parking lot for 15 minutes to make sure
they didn’t react badly.
 
This week, CDHD exhausted its list of people 80 and older. So appointments were made Thursday for
some people in their late 70s.
 
After the Pfizer vaccine is removed from subzero temperatures, it must be used within five days. So
health officials were anxious to use as much of the vaccine as they could.
 
The flow of Pfizer and Moderna vaccines to Grand Island is starting to increase, “which is really
awesome,” Anderson said.
 
Plans call for people 70 and older to get their first shots next week, also at Fonner Park. The week
after that, vaccinations may be ready for people 65 and older and those with underlying health
conditions.
 
Two or three vaccination clinics may be held next week at Fonner Park.
 
To register for a vaccination, visit vaccinate.ne.gov. For assistance, call 833-998-2275.
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Public Health Solutions getting 700 vaccine doses per week, eager for more (video)
By Michael Shively
 
CRETE, NE - One shot in the arm, equals one win in the fight against COVID-19 in Nebraska.
 
The problem right now, is the victories aren’t coming very quickly.
 
“This isn’t a distribution problem, it’s a supply problem. I know that people are getting upset and
frustrated because they can’t get in to their provider right away," Public Health Solutions Health
Director Kim Showalter said. "If we had all the vaccine we needed, those providers would roll people
through much more quickly.”
 
Public Health Solutions covers about 53,000 people across Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Saline and
Thayer counties. The health department gets about 700 doses of the Moderna vaccine from the
state each week. Health Director Kim Showalter says she can’t do anything to increase that number.
 
“Well, we try but no. The state can’t produce more vaccine than they get," Showalter said. "They get
a very specific amount and then they send that out by population.”
 
Showalter expects the allotment to stay the same for at least a few weeks. If it holds at this amount,
she says it would take four to five months to work through Phase 1B, which includes people 65 and
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over, educators and food workers.
 
Still, she says the arrival of vaccines has energized her staff.
 
“We feel like the vaccine is kind of the beginning of the end," Showalter said. "If people will take the
vaccine, if people will trust that the vaccine is going to work and enough people will take this
vaccine, we could end this thing.”
 
Public Health Solutions is using local healthcare providers to administer the vaccine. The health
department splits their vaccine doses between eight providers based on the proportion of the 65
and older population the provider serves. Because of this strategy, you won’t see any public vaccine
clinics - at least not yet.
 
“If we tried to stage those clinics, we would have to pull that vaccine away from the providers to
have enough to do the large community clinics," Showalter said. "As soon as we have access to more
vaccine, we will definitely start doing those larger community events."
 
In the meantime, Showalter is urging patience.
 
“No vaccine is sitting on a shelf here, no one is sitting on vaccine," Showalter said. "Our staff is
managing a huge logistical maneuver to get this out to the five counties.”
 
TOP
 
 
WOWT
55 and older senior home explains how they get vaccine doses (video)
By Brian Mastre
 
OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) - Nebraska is set to get 21 percent more doses of vaccine.
 
No doubt that’s good news to local health departments who have been clamoring for more as the
new phase of shots this week go to those 80-and-older.
 
Questions have been raised regarding why one facility in the metro was able to vaccinate some
younger than that.
 
This weekend the residents of a west Omaha senior living facility for active adults 55-and-older will
receive their second dose of the COVID vaccine.
 
It has some wondering how did they get the vaccine since Douglas County is only in the 80-and-older
phase?
 
Avidor Omaha at 132nd and Pacific opened at the height of the pandemic -- around Thanksgiving.
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Months ago, its parent company, with 18-facilities across the country and most of them in Florida
applied for and received permission to be a part of the national pharmacy program.
 
Meaning its vaccinations are separate from the state’s allotment of doses.
 
Chris Shupe said, “Even though we say we’re 55-plus, we don’t have anyone under the age of 70. If it
wasn’t available here for the residents, they would still qualify to go to a clinic and receive the
vaccine.”
 
On Sunday 23-residents will receive their 2nd dose of the Pfizer vaccine in addition to a handful of
staff members.
 
The age range is from 72-to-94.
 
CVS Pharmacy comes here to give the shots.
 
“They consider to be in the age group. They’re just lucky to have it delivered here and they don’t
have to get in a car and go somewhere. They don’t think it’s jumping the line. They consider
themselves in the same age group and they are,” said Shupe.
 
Meanwhile, another clinic this week set up by the Douglas County Health Department and run by
Nebraska Medicine targeted the 80-and-older population today -- including Robert and Judy
McMaster.
 
“I like to be protected from the virus. That’s what it’s all about,” said Robert.
 
“I have a new grand-baby that I haven’t held. I’m anxious to hold her -- and see her get old,” said
Judy.
 
With more doses coming into the state many are hoping it will speed up what’s been a slow
vaccination process for our vulnerable seniors.
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KETV
'Much to our surprise,' Omaha Police, Douglas County law enforcement get COVID-19
vaccine (video)
By Michelle Bandur
 
OMAHA, Neb. —
The Douglas County Health Department received an extra 1,950 doses this week.
 
Since law enforcement has been urging the governor to move them up in the process, they started
to get vaccinated Thursday.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ketv.com%2Farticle%2Fmuch-to-our-surprise-omaha-police-douglas-county-law-enforcement-get-covid-19-vaccine%2F35423167&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C873f41f5db6247b5923908d8c9e2adf8%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637481322707601580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RP%2BwLHkXae7ARI6bXzOXQspdX18U9cQgGQ8I8uwSR8s%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ketv.com%2Farticle%2Fmuch-to-our-surprise-omaha-police-douglas-county-law-enforcement-get-covid-19-vaccine%2F35423167&data=04%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C873f41f5db6247b5923908d8c9e2adf8%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637481322707601580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RP%2BwLHkXae7ARI6bXzOXQspdX18U9cQgGQ8I8uwSR8s%3D&reserved=0





 
"Much to our surprise, this large opportunity happened a day ago," Omaha Police Deputy Chief Scott
Gray said.
 
Gray and other police officers acted fast when they learned the health department had enough
doses for all law enforcement personnel in Douglas County.
 
"It's important to get control of this so our officers are healthy and ready to respond to the citizens,"
he said.
 
"We've been looking to serve law enforcement for a while," Douglas County Health Department
spokesman Phil Rooney said. "They certainly let it be known they have very good reasons to be
protected and they do."
 
Local law enforcement leaders sent a letter to Gov. Pete Ricketts last month, urging him to move
their group up in the distribution plan.
 
The state had officers potentially receiving the vaccine in May.
 
But the leaders worried COVID-19 outbreaks could be catastrophic if unvaccinated officers and
deputies provided security at mass vaccination clinics.
 
"Just making sure we stayed at that higher level and not get bypassed for other groups," Gray said.
 
Rooney said Ricketts allowed 10 percent of the vaccine to be diverted to essential workers in the
first tier of Phase 1B and when some pharmacies in the federal program didn't use all their supply
for long term care facilities, it allowed for the extra doses.
 
"It's random and just kind of drops out of the sky. Unfortunately, it hasn't become a habit yet but we
hope it becomes more regular."
 
"We certainly don't want to get back to those larger numbers especially with talk of new strains that
are more contagious. We definitely want to get ahead of it while we can," Gray said.
 
Omaha Police Chief Todd Schmaderer also received his shot Thursday. But he said this clinic is about
his officers who already have a dangerous job on the streets.
 
"They can put this other dangerous aspect behind them," he said.
 
Rooney said by the end of the three closed clinics, they'll have most of Douglas County law
enforcement vaccinated.
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Omaha World Herald
Omaha Police Department employees getting their first COVID vaccine shots
By Alia Conley
 
All Omaha Police Department employees are slated to get their first COVID-19 vaccine shots by
Monday.
 
Thursday was the first day that members of the state’s largest law enforcement agency could receive
their initial shot of the Pfizer vaccine.
 
Clinics will continue Friday and Monday to ensure that anyone in the 1,084-employee department
who wants the shot can get the shot. That total includes 865 full-time sworn officers and 42 part-
time sworn officers plus 147 full-time civilian employees and 30 part-time civilian employees.
 
Chief Todd Schmaderer, among other officers, got his first dose Thursday.
 
Lt. Sherie Thomas, a police department spokesperson, said it was important for department
employees to be vaccinated because of their health and “to keep them safe as they work to keep
our community safe.”
 
“Law enforcement officers have an inherently dangerous job as it is, and the coronavirus adds to
that,” she said in a statement. “We are glad that OPD employees are able to get the vaccine.”
 
Thomas said that since the beginning of the pandemic, 236 employees, which includes sworn
officers and civilian workers, have tested positive for COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel
coronavirus.
 
Omaha firefighters, who all are trained EMTs or paramedics, were able to get their first shots in late
December.
 
Assistant Fire Chief Kathy Bossman said the department is in the midst of the six clinics scheduled to
dole out the second dose, with two clinics left.
 
When those are finished, roughly two-thirds of the fire department will be fully vaccinated, she said.
For workers who were out of town, had to isolate or initially didn’t choose to get the vaccine, the
Douglas County Health Department has been flexible in allowing those people to get inoculated at
other clinics, Bossman said.
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Omaha World Herald
Vaccination opponents argue for right to refuse shots at Nebraska Legislature hearing
By Martha Stoddard
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LINCOLN — Nebraskans opposed to vaccinations filled all available hearing room seats and crowded
the Capitol hallway Thursday to fight for freedom from mandatory immunizations.
 
Parents, nurses, chiropractors, business owners and others came out in favor of one bill
guaranteeing people the right to decline mandatory vaccination during a public health emergency
and against another bill that would narrow parents’ ability to exempt their child from vaccinations.
 
Legislative Bill 643, introduced by State Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, would declare that citizens have
the right to decline a mandatory vaccine directive from the state government. It would also give
parents the right to decline vaccination for their dependents and employers the right to decline for
their employees.
 
Hansen said he doesn’t expect government officials to issue a vaccination mandate in Nebraska. But
Hansen said many other unexpected things happened during the past year as the state grappled
with the pandemic, including orders to close businesses and restrict religious services.
 
“This legislation is in no way against vaccines or the COVID vaccine,” he said. “This is more saying the
state does not have the right to inject anything into our bodies mandatorily.”
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts has said that he would not make coronavirus vaccinations mandatory, just as he
has declined to issue a mask mandate.
 
LB 447, as introduced by Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha, would have removed parents’ ability
to opt out of having their child immunized before attending a licensed child care center. Current law
allows children to skip state-mandated immunizations for medical reasons or if a parent does not
want the child immunized.
 
At a hearing before the Health and Human Services Committee, Cavanaugh offered an amendment
that would allow parents to exempt their children based on religious beliefs, similar to the
exemption for children entering K-12 schools. She said parents need to consider the needs of others
when deciding about immunizing their child.
 
“It does protect other children and child care workers and society as a whole,” she said.
 
Dr. Michelle Walsh, a Lincoln pediatrician and president of the Nebraska Medical Association,
testified in favor of Cavanaugh’s bill and against Hansen’s bill. She spoke from personal experience
about the polio that left her father in a wheelchair and contributed to his death at age 48.
 
“We don’t see polio now because of vaccines,” she said.
 
Nationally, Walsh said, there has been an increase in parents opting out of getting their children
vaccinated, which has lead to outbreaks of potentially deadly but preventable diseases such as
measles, mumps and whooping cough. But in Nebraska, more than 97% of children are vaccinated.
 
But most speakers took opposite positions.







 
Among them was Allie French, the founder of Nebraskans Against Government Overreach, who
argued that people’s bodies should be sovereign. She disputed the idea that any disease outbreak
could be traced to unvaccinated children and said that if parents are concerned, they can keep their
children away from their unvaccinated peers.
 
Robert Borer said the issue was about “personal responsibility and freedom.” He said that drugs and
vaccines don’t prevent disease and can often be harmful and deadly and that people have the right
to protect their own health.
 
Others told of their children or themselves suffering severe reactions to vaccinations. Dan
Shiermann, a nurse, said his 2-year-old son developed full-body eczema from a routine vaccination.
Colleen Fogarty, a retired nurse, said she suffered encephalopathy after receiving a smallpox
vaccination while she was working.
 
“I beg you to give me my right to refuse,” she said.
 
Fogarty and others raised particular concerns about the safety of the coronavirus vaccines, citing a
variety of claims about their effects.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Vaccine opponents back bill allowing them to opt out of state directives
By Chris Dunker
 
Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair said the state and federal response to the coronavirus pandemic illustrated
how quickly the government can upend the lives of citizens.
 
The state lawmaker told the Legislature's Health and Human Services Committee on Thursday he
believed future protections need to be put in place should the government enact a mandatory
vaccine directive to battle future public health emergencies.
 
Hansen's bill (LB643) was “in no way against vaccines or the COVID-19 vaccines,” he told the
committee, but was written to given individuals, parents and businesses the choice to decline a
vaccine without penalty during a state of emergency or any time after.
 
“This is more saying the state does not have a right to inject anything into our bodies,” Hansen said.
“One of the things we’re trying to accomplish is (to) give the people of Nebraska a kind of platform
to stand on if that ever happens.”
 
That prompted questions from Sen. Matt Williams of Gothenburg, who asked Hansen if his bill could
be interpreted to allow Nebraskans to decline vaccinations “any time after for any reason
whatsoever.”
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“It could possibly be interpreted that way,” Hansen replied.
 
“Would that be your intent to have it interpreted that way?” Williams asked.
 
Hansen said that was “not necessarily” the intent of the bill, adding he believed the language of the
bill could be asserted if the state was attempting to continue to mandate a vaccine even after the
public health crisis was over.
 
Dozens of people testified in support of the bill in person Thursday, nearly all of them waiting
together in close proximity in a line outside the committee room. Masks are not required at the
Capitol; only a few who stood in line to speak in support wore one.
 
Supporting testimony ranged from personal stories about immunizations and the choice made by
parents to not vaccinate their children, explanations of faith-based opposition to vaccines, assertions
of individual sovereignty and constitutional rights, as well as a range of conspiracy theories and
debunked claims.
 
“It is unconstitutional and against the inalienable rights of the citizens of this country to be forced,
coerced or tricked into vaccination,” Allie French said.
 
French added the government “has no right” to force an individual to get a shot if it was against their
religion or philosophical beliefs.
 
Several registered nurses and other health care workers also spoke in support of Hansen’s bill, saying
they believed a mandatory vaccination program would remove a patient’s ability to give consent to a
medical procedure.
 
“I beg you to give me my right to refuse,” said Colleen Fogarty, a retired pediatric nurse.
 
Living with an autoimmune disorder, Tyler Hackbart, a chiropractor from Seward, said he has never
received a vaccine. He asked the senators to "use the best evidence you have and then make a faith
decision" in advancing the bill from committee.
 
"I'm for the freedom to choose for myself and my family, and I hope you guys are, too," Hackbart
said.
 
Others said they believed vaccines were the underlying cause of autism — a widely spread claim
debunked by researchers — as well as other diseases, or offered discredited conspiracy theories
about vaccines being used to assert control over the population.
 
Only one person testified in opposition Thursday.
 
Dr. Michelle Walsh, a Lincoln pediatrician and the president of the Nebraska Medical Association,
said declining immunization rates in Nebraska and elsewhere have resulted in increased instances of







measles, mumps and whooping cough.
 
She also reiterated Williams’ concern from the beginning of the hearing, saying the NMA also
interpreted the bill’s language to apply “in perpetuity,” and said it wasn’t clear how Hansen’s bill
would reconcile with school immunization requirements currently in state law.
 
To attend public or private school in Nebraska, children must be immunized against polio, chicken
pox, measles, mumps and rubella, among other diseases largely stamped out due to vaccines.
 
“We have serious concerns that LB643 would be contradictory to these existing policies and allow
parents to opt out with no sincere reasons,” Walsh said. “This would, in effect, raise the rates of
future types of preventable disease outbreaks which have been under control for decades.”
 
The committee took no action on the bill Thursday.
 
At the end of the hearing, Hansen said LB643 “struck a chord” with many, adding the Legislature is
considering several bills where the pandemic exposed a need for action, including expanding SNAP
benefits, implementing protections for tenants, and providing aid to businesses.
 
“Where are we going to be at during the next emergency?” he asked. “That’s why it’s important to
look at this now.”
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Omaha World Herald
Nebraska bill to triple fines against officials who enact, then violate, health measures
draws no support
By Paul Hammel
 
LINCOLN — No one testified Thursday in support of a legislative bill that would triple fines against
public officials who enact mask mandates and other public health measures and then violate them.
 
The state senator who introduced the proposal, Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, didn’t cite any examples of
that happening in Nebraska, instead calling his Legislative Bill 645 a “proactive” measure against
what he called “egregious oversteps” by local officials during the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Jack Cheloha, who lobbies for the City of Omaha, testified against the measure, saying it was
probably an unconstitutional violation of the equal protection clause by enacting a higher penalty for
one class or people. He also said the bill would punish a city clerk, even though they didn’t vote and
just documented the enactment of a health measure.
 
“The pandemic we’re facing now is unprecedented,” Cheloha told the Legislature’s Health and
Human Services Committee. “The city council has the authority to protect the safety, health and
welfare of its people. They’re all public citizens. They have the obligation to follow (directed health
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measures) like everyone else.”
 
LB 645 calls for tripling the normal fine if a public official violates a directed health measure that they
signed, authorized or enacted. If a criminal offense was committed, the bills calls for enhancing the
offense by the next higher penalty levels. The bill would apply to city, council or local health officials,
as well as the governor, a mayor or city manager.
 
While Hansen didn’t cite any examples Thursday of missteps by Nebraska officials, the issue of public
officials violating restrictions they signed has come up nationally. A recall effort against California
Gov. Gavin Newson gained steam in November after he was seen dining at a pricey Napa Valley
restaurant, without masks or socially distanced, in violation of restrictions he helped set.
 
Hansen said that directed health measures have hurt businesses and caused political turmoil.
 
“When the people who enact these orders don’t abide by them, that is something I cannot tolerate,”
the senator said.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Lancaster County reports 3 more COVID-19 deaths
By Riley Johnson
 
Three more Lancaster County residents have died of coronavirus and an additional 51 county
residents have contracted COVID-19, the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported
Thursday.
 
The Health Department in a news release identified the deceased as two women in their 70s who
were both hospitalized, and a man in his 60s who was at home.
 
Their deaths raised the local pandemic death toll to 205, and thus far in the pandemic, 27,009
Lancaster County residents have contracted COVID-19, according to the Health Department.
 
COVID-19 hospitalizations remain comparatively low with 49 patients with the virus in the care of
Lincoln hospitals on Thursday.
 
The 49 patients included 36 from Lancaster County and two who were on ventilators, the news
release said.
 
Daily hospitalizations have fallen from nearly 100 in late December and early January, according to
the Health Department.
 
Statewide, hospitalizations dropped to 278, the lowest figure since October.
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Hastings Tribune
South Heartland's COVID-19 risk reading dips again as vaccinations continue
By Andy Raun
 
The South Heartland Health District’s COVID-19 risk dial reading for this week dropped again within
the “elevated” zone as vaccinations of senior citizens continued.
 
The risk dial reading, which is updated once per week on Wednesdays, dropped to 2.2 from 2.4 for
the previous week, the district health department said in a news release.
 
The new reading is toward the low end of the elevated zone, which is color-coded orange and
includes readings of 2-3 on the dial.
 
The dial, which assesses danger associated with further local spread of the novel coronavirus
disease, COVID-19, is based on various metrics related to movement of the virus in local
communities and related testing, tracing and treatment capacities.
 
The dial has four zones: Low risk (zero to 1), moderate (1-2), elevated (2-3) and severe (3-4). The
South Heartland reading has bounced around within the orange zone for several recent weeks but
now has dropped for a second consecutive week.
 
In Wednesday’s news release, Michele Bever, the district health department executive director,
credited the current downward trend in daily tallies of new confirmed cases as a key factor in the
risk reading’s decline.
 
“The main driver for this drop is the 14-day average of new daily cases, which decreased to 32 per
100,000 for the week ending Jan. 30,” Bever said.
 
As of Wednesday evening, the 14-day average had dropped to 30 new daily cases per 100,000,
according to South Heartland’s COVID-19 dashboard posted online at www.southheartland.com.
 
That figure is extrapolated since the total population of the health district — Adams, Webster, Clay
and Nuckolls counties — is only around 45,000.
 
“Our high was a 14-day average of 118 cases per 100,000 on Nov. 20, and our goal is eight or fewer
new daily cases per 100,000,” Bever said. “We are headed in the right direction.”
 
Bever said hospital capacity indicators were similar to Wednesday of last week.
 
According to South Heartland’s hospital capacity dashboard on Wednesday, 45% of intensive care
beds in district hospitals were available for new patients. Nineteen percent of in-patients — seven in
all — were COVID-19-positive, with one needing a ventilator.
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The health district has three hospitals: Mary Lanning Healthcare in Hastings, Brodstone Memorial
Hospital in Superior, and Webster County Community Hospital in Red Cloud.
 
In another news release Thursday night, Bever announced a total of 30 new COVID-19 cases being
confirmed for Tuesday through Thursday — 15 in Adams County, six in Clay, eight in Nuckolls and
one in Webster.
 
Meanwhile, injections continue in the health district under terms of the state of Nebraska’s
vaccination plan. South Heartland is in its second week of vaccinations under Phase 1B of the plan,
which covers the general population of senior citizens age 65 and up, plus other adults with
underlying high-risk health conditions and designated categories of essential workers.
 
On Monday, Bever announced the health department had been told it would receive 800 first doses
of the Moderna vaccine product this week — up by 200 doses from last week — and that about 340
second doses of Moderna vaccine would be administered in the district this week, as well.
 
The expected vaccine arrived Tuesday afternoon. By Thursday night, Bever said, 60% of it had gone
into district residents’ arms.
 
Currently, two vaccine products have been approved for emergency use nationwide: the one
produced by Pfizer and BioNTech and the one by Moderna. Supplies are limited, so a plan for orderly
distribution is necessary.
 
South Heartland’s main focus at the moment is on vaccinating the senior citizens, with a reverse-age
approach starting with the oldest.
 
“Ninety percent of this week’s vaccine allotment will be directed toward our elderly who are at
highest risk,” Bever said. “We will again use a small percent of this week’s doses for essential
workers such as law enforcement, fire department personnel, and utilities, as well as some health
workers from Phase 1A.”
 
(Phase 1A, which began when the first Pfizer vaccines arrived in mid-December 2020, was for
frontline health care workers and emergency medical services personnel, as well as for long-term
care residents and employees. Vaccinations for the the long-term care group were coordinated by
major pharmacies through a separate government program.)
 
South Heartland, which is headquartered in Hastings, is working with health care partners
throughout the district to get the vaccines administered.
 
“Residents can register to get the vaccine on our website where we have a link to Nebraska’s vaccine
registration system,” Bever said. “You will be notified when it is your turn to schedule an
appointment. Watch the local news media, the health department website and the SHDHD
Facebook page for updated information about the status and timeline of the vaccine distribution
process.”







 
With the health department still relying on weekly allotments of vaccine and the large population of
senior citizens in the South Heartland district, Phase 1B is expected to be a lengthy one.
 
“We are asking for patience with the vaccine,” Bever said. “Due to limited amounts of vaccine
coming to us each week, it will take many months for everyone who wants the vaccine to get it. If
you are in the current priority group of age 65+, it may still be many weeks before it is your turn.”
 
Although Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts recently relaxed directed health measures across the state
due to current improvements in COVID-19 metrics, precautions remain critically important to
preventing a resurgence in infections.
 
“All of these steps we are taking, all the tools we are using to block the spread of the coronavirus,
are working to protect the health care system and to protect our most vulnerable,” Bever said. “We
need to continue doing what’s working. We need to avoid the three Cs: avoid crowded places, avoid
close contact, avoid confined spaces. We need to continue to wear masks that cover our noses and
mouths, we need to stay home when we are sick, we need to disinfect frequently-touched surfaces
and objects, we need to wash our hands, and we need to get the COVID vaccine when it is our turn.”
 
As of Thursday night, a total of more than 3,100 first doses of vaccine and more than 1,000 second
doses had been administered in the district since mid-December. Those numbers don’t include the
vaccinations delivered at long-term care facilities, which likely number in the hundreds.
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Nebraska City News Press
Weekly COVID-19 update released by Nebraska DHHS on Feb. 3
 
The latest statewide total of COVID-19 cases is 192,042 as of Feb. 2. There have been 26 COVID-19-
related deaths in Nebraska reported in the last seven days, for a total of 1,931. To date, a total of
137,684 Nebraskans testing positive for COVID-19 have recovered.
 
COVID-19 hospitalizations have continued to decline in the last week, with Nebraska hospitals caring
for an average of 322 COVID-19 patients a day over the last seven days. Averages in prior weeks
were 402, 444 and 481 COVID-19 patients.
 
The daily average of new positive cases in the last week was 455, compared to 562 daily cases last
week, and 745 and 896 cases a day in recent weeks. Averages for positive cases are now based on
test dates, instead of lab reporting date, which provides a more precise view of COVID-19 cases.
Data from previous days is updated as lab results are received. 
 
Dr. Gary Anthone, Chief Medical Officer and Director of Public Health for DHHS, said, “We're still in
the early days of this vaccination effort and so it's critical we continue to limit virus spread. Wearing
a mask, washing hands, and staying home when you're sick are our best defense against COVID-19."
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Anyone who has not completed vaccination and may have been exposed to COVID-19 should
quarantine and get tested. 
 
 
Nebraskans can be #BigRedResponsible by wearing a mask. Additionally, watching your distance,
washing hands often, staying home when you're sick, and avoiding the 3C's – crowded places, close
contact with others, and confined spaces – are still critical to limiting infection.
 
Vaccine Update
 
This week, Nebraska is receiving 30,125 first doses, including 14,625 Pfizer and 15,500 Moderna
doses. Second dose shipments scheduled for this week total 25,825, including 14,625 Pfizer and
11,200 Moderna doses.
 
In addition, 5,800 Pfizer doses initially allocated to the Federal Pharmacy Program in Nebraska will
be released this week, with 11,700 Pfizer doses released in the next two weeks. These doses will be
used to support vaccination for Phase 1B groups.
 
DHHS is allocating doses via a vaccine network that includes local health departments, federally
qualified health centers, community-based clinics, and tribal health care centers across the state. A
total of 125 sites across Nebraska receive vaccine shipments.
 
Nebraska's 19 local health departments are coordinating vaccination for Phase 1 priority groups.
 
First dose vaccinations for Phase 1A groups are being finalized, and second dose clinics are being
scheduled appropriately to complete vaccination in the coming weeks. Phase 1A includes health care
workers and residents and staff of long-term care facilities.
 
All Nebraska counties expect to be vaccinating Phase 1B priority groups this week. Phase 1B includes
those 65 and older, those 18 and older who are at high-risk for severe COVID-19, and those in critical
industries, including: first responders, educators and daycare providers, those in the utilities and
transportation sectors, corrections staff, and those working in food processing and at grocery stores.
 
Those who've received a first dose are reminded that a second dose is needed to complete
vaccination, which research shows provides the best protection against COVID-19 symptoms and
potential complications.
 
Community clinics with scheduled appointments are the primary way vaccine doses are being given
to help ensure all doses can be used in the required timeframe. Community clinics will stagger
appointments in order to observe social distancing and provide space for monitoring after
vaccination.
 
COVID-19 vaccines are not yet available to the public and it's expected to be late spring before mass
vaccination begins.







 
The Pfizer vaccine was 95 percent effective and the Moderna vaccine 94 percent effective in phase
three clinical trials. Comparatively, the flu vaccine is generally 40 to 60 percent effective. You cannot
get COVID-19 from the vaccine. Two doses are needed to reach full effectiveness against COVID-19,
and the same brand of vaccine must be administered for both doses. Thus far, the Pfizer COVID-19
vaccine has been approved for those 16 and older, and the Moderna vaccine approved for those 18
and older.
 
The state is taking recommendations of the CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices
(ACIP) into consideration. Priority groups and timing projections remain tentative and will be
adjusted as federal recommendations are issued and as vaccine shipments are scheduled.
 
Allocation Scorecard
 
New this week, a Vaccine Allocation Scorecard is now available on the DHHS COVID-19 Vaccine
Information page to help track administration of doses allocated by DHHS to Nebraska's local health
districts and the CDC's Federal Pharmacy Program.
 
The Federal Pharmacy Program contracted pharmacy staff to help administer COVID-19 vaccine to
residents and staff at long-term care facilities. Doses for long-term care facilities came out of the
state's total vaccine allocation, which totaled 46,800 first doses and 46,800 second doses.
 
The scorecard provides the number and percentage of first and second doses administered by all
local health districts and the Federal Pharmacy Program. Allocations are updated weekly and doses
administered is updated daily.
 
Vaccine Registration
 
DHHS has a website available to help Nebraskans register to be notified when COVID-19 vaccination
begins in their area.
 
Available at vaccinate.ne.gov , more than 140,600 registrations have been received so far.
 
Those 65 and older who have registered for vaccination with their local health department do not
need to register a second time using the state site. Local health departments and DHHS are working
to migrate all registrations.
 
Those who are 18 to 64 with a high-risk medical condition and live outside of Lancaster County are
asked to register using the state site to help ensure proper prioritization in Phase 1B. Residents of
Lancaster County should register using the local health department's online vaccine registration
option.
 
Those interested in registering will need to provide name and contact information, date of birth,
occupation, and answer health questions used to help determine priority group eligibility. Any
information entered is strictly confidential and used solely for this purpose. Friends, family and







caregivers are encouraged to assist others with vaccine sign-up if needed, and the DHHS Information
line can assist those with limited technology, language or Internet access, and is available by calling
(531) 249-1873 or (833) 998-2275.
 
A Spanish version of the website is in development. 
 
Vaccine Dashboard
 
As of Tuesday, more than 198,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine have been given to those in Phase 1
priority groups. More than 55,000 or 3.71% of Nebraskans 16 or older have completed vaccination.
 
To follow Nebraska's COVID-19 vaccination progress, please visit the COVID-19 Vaccination
dashboard .
 
The vaccination dashboard is updated each morning with data from the prior day.
 
Monitoring for New COVID-19 Strains
 
Nebraska is monitoring for new and emerging COVID-19 strains, which appear to be more
contagious, but do not appear to result in more severe COVID-19 cases. None of the three variants
have been identified in Nebraska so far.
 
Genomic sequencing of positive samples is used to identify and confirm new strains, such as those
first identified in Brazil, South Africa and the U.K. The state began sending positive COVID-19
samples to the CDC in December as part of its surveillance for emerging strains. In early January,
Nebraska purchased equipment for the Nebraska Public Health Laboratory to begin in-state
monitoring for emerging strains, and recently expanded in-house genomic sequencing capacity.
 
COVID-19 Testing
 
Testing continues to be crucial to limiting the spread of COVID-19. Anyone who may have been
exposed to COVID-19, anyone experiencing any symptoms, those planning to travel, or those who
are returning from travel are encouraged to schedule a COVID-19 test.
 
Free testing is available at more than 60 Test Nebraska sites across the state.
 
COVID-19 symptoms can include a fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,
tiredness, muscle aches, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, runny nose, nausea or
vomiting, and diarrhea.
 
Visit Testnebraska.com , or TestNebraska.com/es  for Spanish, to schedule an appointment. Those
with questions about testing, or who need help completing the online assessment, can call the Test
Nebraska hotline at (402) 207-9377.
 
Directed Health Measures







 
A five-phase series of Directed Health Measures (DHMs) aimed at preserving hospital capacity for
urgent medical care is in effect for the entire state. Currently less than 10% of hospital beds are
needed for COVID-19 patients.
 
As of Saturday, Jan. 30, the state is in the green phase, which removes capacity restrictions for
indoor gatherings but it's recommended that Nebraskans continue following guidance to reduce
virus transmission. Organizers of events for 500 or more people, or 1,000 people in Douglas County,
are required to receive approval from their local health department. Capacity restrictions remain in
place for Lancaster County.
 
Additionally, quarantine-related DHMs have been updated. Those who have received both COVID-19
vaccine doses, and those who have recovered from coronavirus in the past three months are not
required to quarantine if they are exposed to someone with COVID-19.
 
Individuals in either situation are able to self-monitor for symptoms for 14 days, but are required to
wear a mask when in public. Anyone who has symptoms must stay home.
 
DHHS immunization leaders will hold a Facebook Live session tomorrow, Thursday, Feb. 4 at 12:05
p.m. CT to discuss vaccination among minority populations and answer questions. For those unable
to join, the discussion will be archived and available on the video tab of the DHHS Facebook page . 
 
DHHS continues to share new information via its Coronavirus website, as well as on Facebook  and
Twitter . In addition, the DHHS COVID-19 information line is available to answer questions at (531)
249-1873 or (833) 998-2275. The line is staffed seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. CT.
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From: Duran, Diana
Subject: COVID-19 News Clips 04-17-2020
Date: Friday, April 17, 2020 8:35:04 AM


State surpasses 1,000 positive coronavirus cases; deaths reported in Douglas, Gage, Hamilton counties
Three New COVID-19 Related Deaths Reported in Nebraska
Nebraska coronavirus cases top 1,000; two more deaths reported
Carter Place Senior Living in Blair reopens after COVID-19 shut it down
Residents return to Carter Place
Two residents, three employees test positive for COVID-19 at Hastings nursing facilities
Peak is a week and a half away, says Central District Health
Grand Island's rate of COVID-19 cases is higher than Michigan's, close to Louisiana's
Grand Island area now has most coronavirus cases in Nebraska
"It Feels Like Every Day We Have A Lesser Chance Of Controlling It": COVID-19 Hits Hall County Hard
CHI Health St. Francis sees uptick in COVID-19 patients
Seven Grand Island patients transferred to other hospitals
CHI Health moving patients, ventilators to help Grand Island area
Grand Island Healthcare Workers Manage An Uptick In Possible COVID Patients; Other Essential Workers Ask For More From The State
Governor Ricketts comments on Grand Island COVID-19 outbreak
COVID-19 cases in Panhandle continue to remain low, while other areas of the state see surges
New UNMC modeling predicts 50 to 180 coronavirus deaths in Nebraska
Ricketts tells Nebraskans not to get their hopes up about relaxation of social distancing rules
Ricketts rejects Lathrop's call to prevent Nebraska Crossing from reopening
Ricketts won't ask Nebraska Crossing outlet mall not to reopen
Grace: Nebraska should send clear message, like a stay-at-home order, to defeat coronavirus
Health officials seek to ease concerns raised by Antelope County's purchase of a temporary morgue
Two UNO on-campus apartment complexes available for quarantined individuals
Nebraska Air, Army National Guard test for COVID-19 across state
Gov. Ricketts: Federal abortion rulings won't impact Nebraska
14 senators ask Ricketts to broaden definition of essential workers
State Senators calling on Gov. Ricketts to strengthen protections for workers
Nebraska Joint Information Center Update for Thursday April 16, 2020
 
 
 
Lincoln Journal Star
State surpasses 1,000 positive coronavirus cases; deaths reported in Douglas, Gage, Hamilton counties
By Todd Henrichs
 
The number of confirmed coronavirus cases in Nebraska topped 1,000 on Thursday.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 1,066 cases in its Thursday evening update, up 86 from Wednesday
evening's total.
 
Those numbers, however, don't include the latest surge in cases in Hall County, with the local health department reporting 339 cases in
its Thursday update. State totals still reflect Hall County at 268 cases.
 
Two coronavirus-related deaths were confirmed in Health and Human Services' Thursday evening update, including the first death in
Hamilton County and the eighth in Douglas County. The department reported two more deaths in Gage County later Thursday night.
 
In Hamilton County, COVID-19 claimed a man in his 60s with underlying health issues who was a resident of a long-term care facility in
Aurora, local health officials said.
 
The Douglas County man in his 70s who died also suffered from pre-existing health issues.
 
The Gage County deaths were both at an assisted living facility. The first was a female in her 80s, and the second was a male in his 70s
with multiple underlying health conditions.
 
The later update also reported the first positive test result for an individual in Nance County.
 
The state has recorded at least 25 deaths associated with COVID-19.
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Platte River Radio
Three New COVID-19 Related Deaths Reported in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN –Three new COVID-19 related deaths were reported to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
Thursday, bringing the state’s COVID-19 death toll to 24, according to the agency’s COVID-19 Dashboard.
 
Two deaths were reported in Gage County. Both were residents of an assisted living facility. The first resident was a female in her 80s.
The second was a male in his 70s with multiple underlying health conditions. https://www.facebook.com/PHSHealthDept
 
Douglas County saw its eighth death, that of a man in his 70s with multiple underlying health conditions.
https://www.douglascountyhealth.com/
 
The East Central Public Health Department announced that an individual in Nance County has been diagnosed with the virus, marking
that county’s first case – https://www.facebook.com/ecdhd/.
 
Today’s state case total, as of 5:40 pm Central Daylight Time, is 1,066. DHHS launched a new data dashboard that updates the state’s
COVID-19 case totals daily. You can find it at http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus. Local health departments are reporting cases and deaths
in their jurisdictions. In the event of a discrepancy between DHHS dashboard data and cases and deaths reported by local public health
officials, data reported by the local health department should be considered the most up to date.
 
All 93 Nebraska counties are now covered by state Directed Health Measures (DHMs). http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus. It’s critical that
Nebraskans follow these enforceable state Directed Health Measures to help slow the spread of COVID-19 in the state. These measures
help protect each other and those who are more vulnerable to severe illness and death, and help hospitals and clinics from being
overwhelmed so they can continue to provide care to families, friends and neighbors who need it.
 
In addition to the state-issued DHM, some Local Health Departments have issued additional restrictions –
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Directed-Health-Measures.aspx
 
DHHS supports Governor Ricketts in urging Nebraskans to follow the Six Rules to Keep Nebraska Healthy.
 
Stay home.  No non-essential errands and no social gatherings.  Respect the ten-person limits.
Socially distance your work.  Work from home or use the six-foot rule as much as possible in the workplace.
Shop alone.  Do this only once a week and do not take your family with you.
Help kids social distance. Play at home, no group sports and no playgrounds.
Help seniors stay at home.  This can be done by shopping for them.  Do not visit long-term facilities.
Exercise daily.  Do your best to stay as healthy and safe as you can.
Recent studies show that a significant portion of people with COVID-19 lack symptoms and those who eventually develop symptoms
can pass the virus to others before showing symptoms, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The CDC
now recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public settings where other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain
(grocery stores, pharmacies, etc.) especially in areas of significant community-based transmission –
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html.
 
Cloth face coverings are not a substitute for social distancing. Public health officials continue to emphasize that maintaining 6-feet social
distancing is crucial to slowing the spread of the virus.
 
Here’s where to find tools and resources for individuals and families, schools, communities, businesses, healthcare facilities, and first
responders on the DHHS website – http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus and CDC’s website – https://www.cdc.gov/covid19 .
 
DHHS opened a statewide COVID-19 information line to help answer general questions and share the latest information and resources
with Nebraskans to help keep them informed. The number is (402) 552-6645; hours of operation are 8 a.m.-8 p.m. CST, 7 days a week.
 
DHHS will continue to update Nebraskans through the DHHS website and on Facebook and Twitter as we have new information. The
CDC’s website is also a good resource for COVID-19 information – https://www.cdc.gov/covid19 .
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Omaha World Herald
Nebraska coronavirus cases top 1,000; two more deaths reported
By Nancy Gaarder
 
Nebraska recorded two more deaths from the novel coronavirus on Thursday as the total number of cases surpassed the 1,000 mark.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported Thursday evening that 1,066 cases have been confirmed in the state.
 
The two deaths reported Thursday occurred in Douglas and Hamilton Counties. According to state and local figures, that brings
Nebraska to 25 deaths.
 
The latest death in the Omaha metro area involved a man in his 70s who was suffering from multiple underlying conditions, according
to the Douglas County Health Department.
 
In Hamilton County, a man in his 60s who lived in a long-term-care facility in Aurora died, according to the Central District Health
Department. This brought the district, which is anchored by Grand Island, to its sixth death.
 
The Central District leads the state in coronavirus cases, exceeding Douglas County, which is far more populous. The district has
recorded 360 cases, of which 339 are in Hall County, where Grand Island is; 15 are in Hamilton County; and six are in Merrick County.
 
Douglas County now has a total of 266 confirmed cases of the coronavirus and eight deaths resulting from it.
 
Douglas County recorded three new cases Thursday, said Health Department spokesman Phil Rooney.
 
They involve people who range in age from less than a year old to someone in their 50s, he said. One of the people has been
hospitalized. One of them had contact with someone known to be infected, and the two other cases remain under investigation.
 
This was the second infant in as many days to test positive in the county. Rooney said he couldn’t provide additional information on the
two babies, including where they might have contracted the virus and whether they are seriously ill, because of federal privacy laws.
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported three new cases Thursday, bringing the total there to 62.
 
Two of Thursday’s cases involve women in their 30s and 50s and were acquired in the community.
 
At least 43 of the county’s cases were acquired by moving about the community, the Health Department says.
 
The third case from Thursday is still under investigation and involves a person in their 30s.
 
Lancaster County has recorded one death.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Carter Place Senior Living in Blair reopens after COVID-19 shut it down
By JoAnne Young
 
A senior living facility in Blair that has seen at least 19 coronavirus cases and one death last week reopened Wednesday.
 
Carter Place Senior Living temporarily closed in late March, and residents moved to neighboring health care facilities and hospitals after
both residents and staff tested positive for COVID-19.
 
The facility brought back seven residents Wednesday, and an Enlivant spokesperson said it planned to bring back others Thursday.
 
"Beyond April 16th, we plan to welcome remaining residents back as they are deemed appropriate to return by the hospital, which is
responsible for determining the schedule of our residents’ return, based on their symptoms and testing protocols," the spokesperson
said in an email sent by owner Enlivant's public relations firm.
 
Enlivant said that, prior to reopening, it did a full cleaning and remediation of Carter Place, continued staff training on COVID-19 best
practices and procedures and conducted a voluntary Nebraska Medicine Infection Control Assessment and Promotion program review
and walk through of Carter Place.
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The infection control program and the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services have cleared Carter Place to bring residents
back, the Enlivant spokesperson said.
 
The facility will maintain ongoing COVID-19 precautions based on evolving guidance from the federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, prohibit all nonessential visitors, screen all employees and essential visiting medical personnel, Enlivant said.
 
There will be no group activities, and all dining will occur in each resident’s room.
 
"Our top priority remains the safety and health of our residents and employees," the spokesperson said. "We will continue to adjust our
protocols based on evolving guidance from the CDC and in coordination with local & state health departments.
 
The Carter Place resident who died Sunday was former Dana College professor Darrell Dibben.
 
Carter Place is one of 230 Enlivant senior living communities across 26 states. Other locations in Nebraska include those in Seward,
Nebraska City, Fremont and Columbus.
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Washington County Pilot Tribune
Residents return to Carter Place
 
A Blair assisted living facility linked to 19 confirmed COVID-19 cases has reopened.
 
Residents have returned to Carter Place after an outbreak caused 13 residents and six staff members to become ill. Residents were
moved to CHI Health Midlands in Papillion on March 28 and 29.
 
Seven residents returned Wednesday. More residents were expected to return Thursday and it will continue to welcome residents as
they are deemed appropriate by the hospital, according to a spokesperson for Enlivant, the company that owns Carter Place.
 
Carter Place worked with the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. They took several steps for the transition, including
a full cleaning and remediation of Carter Place, continued training on COVID-19 best practices and procedures for staff, conducting a
voluntary Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program review and walkthrough of Carter Place.
 
Carter Place was cleared by ICAP and the Nebraska Department of Health to allow residents to return.
 
“Our top priority remains the safety and health of our residents and employees; we will continue to adjust our protocols based on
evolving guidance from the CDC and in coordination with local & state health departments,” the Enlivant spokesperson said.
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KSNB
Two residents, three employees test positive for COVID-19 at Hastings nursing facilities
 
HASTINGS, Neb. (KSNB) - Good Samaritan Society – Hastings Village in Hastings, Nebraska, has confirmed that one resident and three
employees in Perkins Pavilion skilled nursing facility, and one resident in the Goldbeck Towers apartment have tested positive for
COVID-19.
 
We are frequently communicating with all residents, staff and families. We are working closely with state and local health officials to
ensure our response plan meets the needs of this rapidly changing situation, and are following their guidance on testing employees who
may have been exposed.
 
Our team is taking extra precautions to monitor the health of staff and residents. The health and safety of our residents, employees and
the community we serve during this unprecedented pandemic remains our highest priority.
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Grand Island Independent
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Peak is a week and a half away, says Central District Health
By Jeff Bahr
 
Teresa Anderson of the Central District Health Department says the number of COVID-19 cases in the three-county area probably won’t
peak for another week and a half.
 
“Our expectation is that every day we will see a large number of new cases and every day we will see a number of deaths,” Anderson
said at Thursday’s COVID-19 community update from City Hall.
 
“We believe that we haven’t peaked yet, that we have maybe a week and a half before we’ll actually peak,” she said. “I would
desperately love to be wrong about all of this. But if we take our lessons from what’s been happening in other parts of the country, I’m
going to say the writing is on the wall.“
 
The Central District has a chance to reduce the number of cases by practicing social distancing, hand washing, staying home when
you’re sick and wearing a mask.
 
“So let’s see if we can’t prove me wrong, and I will be happy,” Anderson said.
 
During the update, Anderson answered two questions that had been submitted by the public. Noting that hospitals seem to be keeping
up with COVID-19, the questioner asked if there is a number that would overwhelm Grand Island’s health care system.
 
“What we know is that our health care system currently is being taxed, or stressed. CHI St. Francis is doing a fantastic job of keeping up,
with 17 ventilators. But because we keep getting very ill people admitted to the hospital, they’re needing to transfer out people on
ventilators,” Anderson said.
 
At a press briefing Wednesday, Gov. Pete Ricketts said 17 people are on ventilators at CHI Health St. Francis. At least seven COVID-19
patients this week have been transferred to other hospitals, including ones in Omaha, the Omaha World-Herald reported. But CHI St.
Francis is not at capacity and staff members are staying calm and collected, said Ricketts and Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief
medical officer.
 
Anderson said Thursday that “one of the problems is having enough equipment at the hospital for this surge in cases. Another key
problem is that ventilators require special attention by specialized nurses, and there aren’t enough.
 
“Again, CHI is doing a fantastic job of recruiting other CHI ventilator-trained nurses to come and provide assistance here,” Anderson
said. But people in this area need to stop the spread today “or we will be very quickly overwhelmed.”
 
At the beginning of her talk, Anderson said her “smile today is a little bit strained, because we have increasingly
 
bad news.”
 
The district now has more than 300 documented lab-tested COVID-19 cases.
 
The state Department of Health and Human Services reported that Howard County has its first confirmed COVID-19 case. The Howard
County resident is a man in his 60s with underlying health conditions who was known to be in direct contact with another person who
was later identified to have COVID-19.
 
Thursday morning, Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue stressed the importance of “our food supply continuing during the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Mayor Roger Steele. “He said that food supply workers are essential and critical to our national security. And that is
why food processing plants like JBS should remain in production, if possible.
 
“I speak to the management at JBS several times a week,” Steele said.
 
During his most recent call, Steele told JBS General Manager Zack Ireland that the Salvation Army and Hope Harbor needed more beef.
Ireland replied, without hesitation, that 200 pounds of beef would be donated to each, Steele said.
 
“He said that our community has been good to JBS and they are happy to give back. I personally thank JBS for providing food during a
time when many people need help with basic necessities, such as food,” he said.
 
Steele said Grand Island city employees are also critical workers as defined by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
 
“We all have fresh water, electricity, sanitary sewer service, solid waste disposal and well-maintained streets, in addition to life-saving
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police protection, fire protection and ambulance service, because our city employees have stayed on the job,” Steele said. “My ability to
speak to you is because of the city’s IT Department continuing with its efforts to keep the work of City Hall connected. I am grateful to
all city employees who deliver life-sustaining services to our community. To them, I say thank you.”
 
Steele also reminded viewers of the requirements of the state’s directed health measure. He mentioned the City Council decision
Tuesday night, which gives police the power to issue fines of $100 to people who violate the order.
 
“Please make sure you comply voluntarily, so you do not get a citation for $100,” Steele said.
 
On Wednesday, Central District Health announced that there have been 40 COVID-19 positive tests among staff members and residents
in eight long-term care facilities and home health services in Hall County, and one in Hamilton County.
 
“We expect that number to continue to grow, not only in those long-term care facilities, but throughout our three counties,” Anderson
said Thursday.
 
As health officials review each COVID-19 case, they look for common factors. “Do they all live in one area of the three-country district?
Are they all family members? What do they have in common? At this time, we can tell you they really have nothing in common,”
Anderson said. “That leads us to believe the virus truly is everywhere.”
 
The other question from the public was, “What is being done to make sure the virus doesn’t continue to spread through nursing homes
or long-term care facilities?”
 
Anderson said each of the long-term care facilities has a relationship with DHHS to address issues of infection control. Each facility can
use an information line to ask questions. “Each of the facilities has been provided with personal protective equipment for the staff to
use when they’re working with their residents,” Anderson said. “One of our big problems in long-term care facilities is having the care
workers work when they have no symptoms, but they can spread the virus.”
 
The district has wonderful resources, and people are “working very efficiently and very effectively as a whole in all of our communities,”
Anderson said.
 
But the virus is difficult to control. “And this is a new virus. We’re learning every day more about it. It’s frustrating to us that we can’t
catch up to the virus,” she said.
 
People should wear a mask when they go out in public and make sure it’s well-fitted, she said. Except for the people living in our homes,
we should all stay six feet apart, she said.
 
“The minute you start feeling symptoms of any kind, and there are a huge variety of symptoms associated with this virus, you need to
remove yourself from any other individuals and isolate,” she said. “We have no room for error. Everyone must do their part.”
 
Anderson said “this is not a time to try to place blame or to find out who started this problem. We knew that we had the possibility of
having a severe case of COVID-19. Every community knew that.”
 
For whatever reason, she said, Grand Island and Hall County have become the leading area of the state “for infection and spread. So
we’re going to continue the things we have been doing and we want you to continue as well.”
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Omaha World Herald
Grand Island's rate of COVID-19 cases is higher than Michigan's, close to Louisiana's
By Henry J. Cordes and Erin Duffy
 
The Grand Island area — by far Nebraska’s biggest coronavirus hot spot — now has rates of illness comparable to some of the hardest-
hit states in the country.
 
Not only does surrounding Hall County now have more cases than any county in Nebraska, its per capita case rate is almost 12 times
that of Douglas County and more than 25 times that of Lancaster County, a World-Herald analysis found.
 
The Hall County rate is also now about equal to that of Louisiana, which ranks among the top states nationally in both cases and deaths.
It’s also higher than the per capita rate in Michigan, a state that has been in such a significant state-ordered lockdown because of the
virus that it’s spawned public protests.
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And as eye-popping as such numbers are, Grand Island, Nebraska’s third-largest metro area, is still likely weeks away from its peak of
cases and deaths. The sixth death in the local three-county health district was reported Thursday.
 
“Our expectation is that every day we will see large numbers of new cases and every day we will see a number of deaths,” Central
District Health Department Director Teresa Anderson said Thursday. “If we take our lessons from what’s been happening in other parts
of the country, I’m going to say the writing is on the wall.”
 
Despite such numbers, Gov. Pete Ricketts continued to say Thursday that the state’s response to the coronavirus pandemic is working.
 
Ricketts said the state has provided Grand Island help with testing and with tracing the contacts of people who test positive. And he said
he has been on the phone with Grand Island employers to make sure they are taking steps to reduce the spread of the virus.
 
“We are paying attention to Grand Island,” he said during his daily coronavirus briefing.
 
He and Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief medical officer, also noted that the health care system in Grand Island has been up to the
task of handling the surge of patients.
 
As of noon Thursday, there were 13 patients in St. Francis hospital’s 16-bed intensive care unit, including 11 on ventilators. There are
more than a half-dozen additional ventilators available and still more within the CHI network.
 
Down the road at Mary Lanning Healthcare in Hastings, four of the 10 ICU beds are occupied by coronavirus patients.
 
“All in all, things seem to be fairly well under control in Grand Island,” Anthone said of the health care landscape.
 
Hours later, the local health agency reported 61 new coronavirus cases in Hall County, bringing the total there to a state-leading 339.
That’s despite the fact that Hall has one-ninth the population of Douglas County.
 
The number of cases in Hall County is essentially doubling of every four days. That’s more than twice the rate of Nebraska as a whole,
which is currently doubling every nine days.
 
Overall, Nebraska as a state continues to rate well nationally in coronavirus cases and deaths. On Thursday, it ranked 42nd among the
50 states in cases per capita and 44th in deaths.
 
But the story is different on a county-by-county basis, as Hall, Kimball, Adams and Custer Counties have all emerged as hotbeds for
COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus. Each of those counties has seen cases at three or more times the state average rate.
 
Hall County’s rate, when measured per 10,000 people, has also reached a point that is comparable to the rates seen in states hit
hardest by the pandemic.
 
As of Thursday morning, while Hall County’s rate was still less than half the astronomical rate seen in New York, it was almost equal that
of Louisiana, which has the nation’s third-highest rate overall and No. 4 death rate. And it was much higher than Michigan’s rate.
 
Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s College of Public Health, said the figures in Hall County are “cause for
caution.”
 
The doctor declined to say whether additional measures are needed, saying he wasn’t aware of all that are already in place in the
county. The Ricketts administration has adopted a system of county-level directed health measures to control the virus. But Khan said
people there clearly need to heed state and local officials’ stay-at-home message.
 
“The bottom line is everyone should be staying at home, and we should clearly be helping this community,” Khan said.
 
Taylor Gage, a spokesman for Ricketts, questioned comparisons with statewide rates elsewhere, saying it would be more appropriate to
look at similar-sized counties or other hot spots across the country.
 
“Grand Island is a hot spot,” he said. “The regional and state hospital systems are strong, and we are closely managing hospital-related
cases in conjunction with local health officials.”
 
In Grand Island, local health director Anderson said the high numbers are occurring “despite our best efforts.”
 
She said the county is getting much-needed additional testing and will continue to advise residents to follow social distancing







guidelines.
 
There have been a number of cases in Grand Island centered on large employers, including a meatpacking plant. And there are also a
large number tied to nursing homes and long-term-care facilities, with 40 workers and residents at nine facilities having already tested
positive.
 
But in the end, Anderson said, the disease has now spread so much that it can’t really be linked to any one employer, facility, family or
part of town.
 
“What do (cases) have in common?” she said. “At this time, we can tell you they really have nothing in common. That leads us to
believe the virus is truly everywhere.”
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AP News
Grand Island area now has most coronavirus cases in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A central Nebraska county with a major meatpacking plant and a lot of nursing homes and manufacturing
facilities now has more coronavirus cases than any other county in the state, according to new public health data.
 
Hall County confirmed 278 cases on Wednesday, surpassing the 263 known cases in Omaha’s Douglas County, even though Douglas
County has nearly nine times as many residents.
 
Hall County, which includes Grand Island, has seen a spike in cases at the JBS USA meatpacking plant, the McCain Foods frozen
appetizer factory, nursing homes and a health clinic. Last week, the farm equipment manufacturer Case New Holland temporarily halted
production to protect line workers who work in close proximity.
 
The actual number of Hall County cases is likely much higher than what’s reported because the county has a “very limited” number of
tests available, said Central District Health Department Director Teresa Anderson. The Nebraska National Guard helped test people last
week, and Gov. Pete Ricketts said members will continue that work this weekend.
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NET
"It Feels Like Every Day We Have A Lesser Chance Of Controlling It": COVID-19 Hits Hall County Hard
By Mike Tobias
 
Hall County has more confirmed COVID-19 cases than any other Nebraska county; 339 as of today, mostly from the city of Grand Island.
NET producer Mike Tobias talks with Teresa Anderson, health director of the Central District Health Department that serves Hall,
Hamilton and Merrick counties; her agency reports a total of 360 cases and six deaths from COVID-19 for all three counties.
 
Mike Tobias, NET News: First, give us a sense of what’s it like right now for Grand Island’s health care providers, clinics and hospitals?
 
Teresa Anderson, Central District Health Department Health Director: I think it's rather stressful, and hectic and challenging.
 
Tobias: Is the number of reported cases an accurate representation of the scope of COVID-19 in Grand Island?
 
Anderson: What I can tell you is, and these are last week's numbers that I'm going to talk about, so at the time that we had a thousand
tests done, that was maybe the middle of last week, we have 78,000 people that we serve. So a thousand tests seems like a small
number for that large population. With that small number of tests we were seeing a pretty high rate of positives as compared to our
peers across the state.
 
Tobias: You’ve said you’re hoping that “the number of much needed COVID-19 tests will increase."
 
Anderson: First I'll tell you where we are right now, because we have very limited testing. The hospital, of course, has testing available.
Our major clinics, our larger clinics have limited to no tests available. So if we can't test to see where it is, and can't test to identify folks
who are contagious, regardless of whether they have symptoms or not, there's not much we can do to have them quarantined. If you
have a test that says "I'm positive," then you're more likely to say "I will stay home." But if you have a few sniffles, or a little bit of a
cough, you're more likely to just keep going because that's our nature, at least in Nebraska. If we have more tests we can better identify
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the depth of the problem. This week we have the National Guard here again, thanks to the DHHS and the governor, so we're able to
continue to test today, tomorrow and Saturday here in Grand Island. But we can't test just everybody because we only have 50 tests per
day. So what we're hoping to do with those tests is to prioritize individuals who have symptoms, or who have been with a close contact
who is identified as a positive COVID person. So we're trying to catch people at whatever stage we can, and again with the whole goal,
and this is kind of Public Health 101, is to identify people who are contagious and have them quarantine.
 
Tobias: Any indication you'll get more tests?
 
Anderson: There is some indication of that. Just yesterday we requisitioned a number of tests for our clinics, so that the tests would
come here and we will be able to redistribute them to the clinic based on need. Through the Governor's Office and through DHHS at the
state level, they're able to procure some of those tests for us. Otherwise we would be without much of any tests.
 
Tobias: Why are you seeing so many cases in Hall County?
 
Anderson: When we started down this path and knew that the pandemic was coming, we were looking at how vulnerable we were in
this three county area, but specifically in Hall County. We know that, when we're looking at the county road map rankings that tell us
how healthy we are here, that we have some issues. We know that we have a lower median household income than the rest of the
state, in a large part, and we also know that, generally, vulnerable populations will include our elderly, and we have a number of elderly
citizens in our area. Also, when you're a culturally diverse community like we are, that that's an increased risk for illness based on that
alone.
 
Tobias: Has the Hispanic-Latino population been hit disproportionally hard?
 
Anderson: The hard thing about that is that we have not kept data on race or ethnicity. While we were preparing for this, we didn't
prepare well for everything. So, at least, at the local level, and I'm not sure what data we're submitting at the state level, I don't think
that we're monitoring ethnicity and race, but I'm not certain on that. I can tell you that we have a number of interpreters that we're
using in our contacts, so we are aware that we have some English as second language folks here and we're working to connect with
them. When we do that, it takes a little bit longer because we need to use an interpreter to get the message there, but so far we've
been able to provide those interpreters in-house.
 
Tobias: What’s it going to take to slow your outbreak?
 
Anderson: So this is where we are right now. It feels like every day we have a lesser chance of controlling it. We've worked with our
community and I've been really vocal about the need for every person to take this seriously. At this point, when we're getting 50 or 60
new cases every day, we're concerned that there may not be anything that we can do to slow the spread, if we cannot get the folks that
live in this area to stay home and have social distancing and protect others and protect ourselves from catching the virus.
 
Tobias: Is a stay-at-home order needed?
 
Anderson: I don't know how much further that goes than what our current directed health measure is. But there has to be a way for us
to get the message out. You have to stay home, and whether that's voluntarily or whether it's mandated at the state level, we need to
get people to stay home
 
Tobias: Do you have all the resources and help you need?
 
Anderson: We have a lot of support. I will to tell you that, within our community itself, we have a really strong network of individuals,
with the volunteers, the law enforcement, the first responders, excellent working relationships with our providers and with the hospital.
What I will tell you too is, this is Public Health 101 as well, is that we say all public health is local. So we know that when we're hit with a
disaster or a public health emergency that we have to take care of ourselves and that's what we've been doing. In addition to all of the
folks within our community who reach out and support us, we have had some assistance through DHHS and also through the College of
Public Health.
 
Tobias: Do you need more?
 
Anderson: Yeah, we do. We do. We're getting weary right now, and we're very committed and we're very passionate. Anybody in this
building is just willing to work however many hours it takes to meet the needs of the community. But we need to be looking at how can
we bring in some, I'm going to say, fresh horses to help carry the load for a while, because I do believe that we're going to see these
numbers continue to increase over, at least the next 10 days and maybe for 14 days before we hit that plateau.
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Grand Island Independent
CHI Health St. Francis sees uptick in COVID-19 patients
By Robert Pore
 
As the number of critical cases of people with the coronavirus increases, Ed Hannon, president of CHI Health St. Francis in Grand Island,
said the hospital has developed plans to handle any sudden surges.
 
Hannon, during a press briefing Thursday afternoon, said the plan is modeled after other disaster plans the hospital has drawn up in
case of an emergency. It looks at available hospital beds, ICU capacity, emergency room, staffing, equipment and other needs, and how
many patients the hospital can handle if an overwhelming surge of infected people occurs.
 
“With this event, our plan is to try to take care of as many patients here at St. Francis as we possibly can,” he said. “But we don’t know
what will be coming in the door next, so we want to make sure that we have the capacity to take care of them.”
 
Hannon said the surge plan’s next step is, when the hospital reaches capacity in the emergency room or ICU, staff will transfer their
most stable patients to other CHI hospitals across the state.
 
Last Friday, he said, the hospital started to reach those thresholds of care with about 16 patients in its ICU. It began to transfer patients
to other facilities.
 
Hannon said that in the past 36 hours, as of noon Thursday, the hospital had transferred five patients to other facilities. Several more
have been transferred since last Friday.
 
“There is plenty of capacity across Nebraska, whether it be at CHI hospitals or not,” he said.
 
Hannon also said there are plans to take care of patients if all the state’s hospitals reach capacity. But he said he does not believe it will
get to that level because Nebraska hospitals have plenty of available beds.
 
Grand Island has had the most confirmed COVID-19 cases in Nebraska.
 
When looking at how many patients the hospital can handle, Hannon said they look at the number of people coming the emergency
room, how many patients are in the ICU, how many are on ventilators, how many beds are available, and staffing and supply levels.
 
Overall, St. Francis is at about 50% capacity.
 
“The area where we are feeling the most pressure in is our ICU,” Hannon said.
 
As of noon Thursday, 13 patients were in the hospital’s 16-bed ICU. Eleven are on ventilators.
 
“We still have a little bit more capacity to take on patients who are coming into the ER or who are transferred here from another
facility,” Hannon said.
 
When they reach full capacity in their ICU, he said, they will begin transferring patients to other CHI hospitals in Nebraska, such as Good
Samaritan in Kearney.
 
In moving a patient to another facility, Hannon said, staff first makes sure the patient is stable.
 
He said they are seeing a “pretty steady” volume in their emergency room, treating about 65 patients per day. But not all them have
been infected by the virus.
 
Hannon said about half the patients have respiratory symptoms. The hospital has set up a 10-station respiratory fast-track area that can
handle people who have breathing problems caused by the virus or other causes.
 
“We are seeing a lot of patients who are not COVID patients,” he said. “Those people go into the regular emergency room for
treatment.”
 
In the fast-track area, the patients are evaluated on the severity of their respiratory problems. Those who are not in serious conditions
are sent home and told to isolate themselves and provide the care they need.
 
“The majority of patients we are seeing may be COVID-positive, but they can go back home and be isolated at home and be treated. It is
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only the sickest of the sick that are admitted,” Hannon said. “So, it is hard for me to put a number on how many patients per day
because it includes all of those.”
 
He said not many new patients are being admitted each day. Over the past few days, the handful of hospital admissons has remained
consistent.
 
Hannon said as the number of patients with respiratory problems began to dramatically increase, staff asked other hospitals for
additional ventilators and other equipment. They have received about a half dozen ventilators from other Nebraska CHI hospitals.
 
He also said St. Francis is bringing staff in from other CHI hospitals to help out as the number of COVID-19 patients increases.
 
Hannon said CHI hospitals are down one-third in their patient census as a result of the pandemic as they have stopped noncritical
hospitalizations.
 
He said the hospital has about 17 ventilators available but has access to more if needed.
 
Health experts expect Nebraska will hit its peak in the number of COVID-19 patients by the first week of May, when the state will need
about 60 ventilators and 67 ICU beds, Hannon said. CHI hospitals have more than enough ventilators and ICU beds to meet that
expected capacity.
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NTV
Seven Grand Island patients transferred to other hospitals
By Jessica Stevenson
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — As some local hospitals start to see more COVID-19 patients, others across the state are stepping up to help. During
the Governor's Conference Doctor Gary Anthone announced this is already happening in Central Nebraska.
 
"St. Francis Hospital in Grand Island did transfer out five different patients, all specifically for medical reasons, at either University of
Nebraska Medical Center or Mercy Medical Center or other hospitals that could provide care for those patients," said Anthone. "So
there are five transferred yesterday, two the day before. And again the beauty of that system is its all within the Catholic Healthcare
Initiative, the CHI system.”
 
Dr. Anthone said they have the cooperation of every hospital in the state to do inter-hospital transfers if necessary.
 
He said with Grand Island being considered a hot spot, he’s in communication with their hospital daily. While they are working hard, he
said the hospitals believes things are under control in their facility.
 
“We have great bed capacity throughout the state," said Anthone. "Fifty percent of the beds now in the state are unoccupied and are
ready to be occupied at any time, similar for ICU beds. So far we have not over whelmed the health care system whatsoever.
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Lincoln Journal Star
CHI Health moving patients, ventilators to help Grand Island area
By Matt Olberding
 
CHI Health said Thursday that it has transferred patients out of Grand Island and also moved ventilators there from other hospitals to
deal with the outbreak of COVID-19 in Hall County.
 
Cliff Robertson, CEO of the health system, said five patients had been transferred from CHI St. Francis in Grand Island to Omaha-area
hospitals within the past 36 hours. He also said ventilators were sent to the hospital from CHI St. Elizabeth in Lincoln.
 
Robertson said the patients transferred were stable and they were moved to free up space in the intensive care unit, not because the
Grand Island hospital couldn't handle their treatment.
 
In fact, he said both CHI St. Francis and CHI Good Samaritan in Kearney are similar in size to St. Elizabeth and all CHI Health employees
get the same training whether they are in Omaha or a smaller community.
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As of Thursday evening, Hall County had 339 confirmed cases of COVID-19, well more than Douglas County, which has about nine times
the population.
 
Even with the transfers, as of Thursday morning, the Grand Island hospital still had 18 patients with positive COVID-19 diagnoses, 13 of
those in its ICU, 11 of whom were on ventilators.
 
By contrast, St. Elizabeth in Lincoln had 15 COVID-19 patients in the hospital Thursday, none of whom were on ventilators. None of
those patients were from Lincoln, however. There are 24 COVID-19 patients on ventilators at CHI Health hospitals in the metro Omaha
area.
 
Overall, Robertson said there is plenty of capacity in the CHI Health system, with 350 beds available as of Thursday. That includes Grand
Island.
 
No one in Hall County should "be afraid that the hospital is full," he said. "It is not."
 
The Grand Island hospital and all other CHI Health hospitals have adequate personal protective equipment and the hospital system has
experienced no shortages, Robertson said.
 
When asked whether any staff in Grand Island had tested positive for COVID-19, he said CHI Health does not disclose that information,
but he did say that there have been "an incredibly small number of exposures (among staff) and an incredibly small number of folks
who have tested positive for the disease."
 
"So far we've been blessed," Robertson said.
 
That blessing has not extended to the company's financial situation, though, as he said CHI Health's revenues are down 30% since the
pandemic started.
 
Despite that, he said the health system has not furloughed any staff who work in patient areas, including nonmedical workers, such as
food and cleaning staff. Those workers are guaranteed pay as long as they agree to be redeployed where necessary. Those who don't
agree to that stipulation can take paid time off, he said.
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NET
Grand Island Healthcare Workers Manage An Uptick In Possible COVID Patients; Other Essential Workers Ask For
More From The State
By Christina Stella and Bill Kelly
 
While Grand Island is bracing for a further increase in COVID-19 cases, local hospitals are still holding their own. But the pressure to
manage an influx of patients is falling heavily on hospital staff without specialized ICU training. And they're not the only workers feeling
the pressure lately.
 
Central Health District Director Teresa Anderson says Hall, Merrick and Hamilton counties now share over 300 confirmed cases of
COVID-19, with most cases in Grand Island.
 
Officials expect that number to peak in just a week and a half: the outbreak could ultimately overwhelm the area’s healthcare system,
which Anderson said is already stressed.
 
“If we take our lessons from what's been happening in other parts of the country, I'm going to say the writing is on the wall,” she
warned.
 
But providers have avoided hitting capacity so far. Ed Hannon, president of St. Francis Hospital in Grand Island, says patient volume has
been steady, but not unmanageable. The hospital is currently about 50 percent full.
 
“About 65 patients a day are coming into the ER. Of that, maybe half have respiratory type symptoms," he said on a press call Thursday.
 
Those respiratory cases are often sent to a recently opened fast track area, where doctors can triage them for hospitalization.
 
ICU beds have been harder to come by, with fewer than five available Thursday afternoon. But only a handful of patients are being
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admitted each day, as the vast majority can manage their symptoms at home.
 
Mary Lanning Hospital, which is just south of St. Francis in Hastings, has not activated its surge plan to cope with an influx of coronavirus
patients. Mary Lanning continues to have capacity and can take more patients: as of Thursday, eight people were being treated for
COVID-19. Four remain on ventilators in the intensive care unit.
 
Similar to St. Francis Hospital, Mary Lanning is not struggling with a shortage of equipment or bed capacity. Director of Nursing Ronda
Ehly said keeping ICU beds properly staffed is the bigger issue.
 
"Not every nurse in my hospital can take care of an ICU patient on a ventilator," she said.
 
"So I have to make sure that not only are our patients safely taken care of with a nurse with the right skill set, but also, those nurses that
are stretching beyond their skill set feel comfortable and supported in what they're doing."
 
Workers across all essential fields are finding their boundaries stretched as they keep the state functioning. And in some cases,
employees feel the state has been too unwilling to regulate employers' pandemic policies.
 
After hearing from workers who must deal with the public, ten Nebraska state senators asked Governor Ricketts to take more action to
protect them from the virus.
 
In a letter, the lawmayers asked Ricketts to formally consider people working in food production, grocery stores, and pharmacies "front
line emergency service providers". They also requested private businesses get additional guidance on best ways to keep their
employees safe.
 
Senator Kate Bolz of Lincoln was among those making the request.
 
"We've heard from several workers who are concerned about the things that they're being asked to do on the job," she said.
 
"And we think that gubernatorial guidance to private employers could help give those employees the foundation that they need to
advocate to their employers about things like access to cleaning products, safe social distancing, and remote work whenever possible."
 
Bolz and the other nine senators said they also continue to hear from state employees concerned about government departments
keeping office hours. The letter requests Ricketts allow every state employee to work from home if possible, and temporarily close
offices to the public.
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Governor Ricketts comments on Grand Island COVID-19 outbreak (video)
By Nick Amatangelo
 
CHI Health confirmed Thursday it has moved some COVID-19 patients from Grand Island to Omaha.
 
In his daily press conference Thursday, Gov. Pete Ricketts said the situation is under control there and doctors have enough personal
protective equipment.
 
"There's a number of things we've been doing to take those steps in Grand Island to help educate people, to be able to help give them
the tools they need to be able to do that social distancing and slow the spread in Grand Island," Ricketts said.
 
The state's public health director Dr. Gary Anthone says 18 patients are at CHI Health St. Francis Hospital.
 
Twelve of them are in the ICU, and eight of those patients are on ventilators.
 
The head of CHI's transfer center said they moved some patients from Saint Francis to facilities in Omaha. Director Kristen Blum said it
ensures patients can get the appropriate type of care.
 
"Having the transfer center with access to our large network and system with that one call makes a big difference for patients," Blum
said. "Especially with COVID-19, we're seeing the decline can be very rapid, so if you do have patients that you know might possibly
have COVID-19 they're needing a high level or care really time is of the essence."
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As of Thursday, CHI Health reports there are 58 COVID-19 positive patients in its hospitals in Nebraska and western Iowa.
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Scottsbluff Star Herald
COVID-19 cases in Panhandle continue to remain low, while other areas of the state see surges
By Maunette Loeks
 
As cases in some area of the state have had a large growth in cases of the coronavirus case, the Panhandle has not, to date.
 
On Thursday, Scotts Bluff County officials updated that 33 positive cases have been confirmed in the Panhandle, with one more case
from Scotts Bluff County reported. That person, a man in his 40s, who Scotts Bluff County Health Director Paulette Schnell reported did
have connections to previously reported Scotts Bluff County cases. PPHD said all close contacts of the man had been contacted and
were self-quarantining.
 
To date, Panhandle health officials have tested 725 people since March 2. Fourteen people have recovered, with persons in Box Butte
County, Cheyenne County, Morrill County and Scotts Bluff County among those persons who have recovered. Officials did not provide
any updates on persons who were hospitalized and had tested positive for the coronavirus. Last week, three people from the Panhandle
were reported to have been hospitalized. One of those individuals, a Kimball man who had been hospitalized for about two weeks, has
been released. The status of the two other individuals was not known.
 
In other areas of the state, the COVID-19 case is much more serious.
 
On Wednesday, Hall County, where Grand Island is located, reported 278 cases, exceeding cases reported in other areas of the state,
including Douglas County. On that same day, Douglas County reported 263 cases. Douglas County reported its first case on March 6 and
Hall County didn’t report its first case until nearly three weeks later, on March 26.
 
Media in Hall County were reporting an additional 71 cases had been reported Thursday, but state numbers did not yet reflect those
cases as of press time. In Thursday evening’s update, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services had reported that the
state had exceeded 1,000 cases, reporting 1,066 cases as of press time.
 
Those numbers, however, don’t include the latest surge in cases in Hall County, with the local health department reporting 339 cases in
its Thursday update. State totals still reflect Hall County at 268 cases. Twenty-four deaths have been associated with the coronavirus,
according to the Nebraska DHHS.
 
At least two cases in the Panhandle have involved nursing homes. West Nebraska Veterans Home and the Sidney Health Care Center
both released information regarding protocols at those facilities and Schnell said that officials are continuing with investigations at
those facilities.
 
“We’re doing very aggressive testing with them and they’re being very cooperative.”
 
In Thursday’s briefing, people were also reminded about Gov. Pete Ricketts’ “Stay Home. Stay Healthy. Stay Connected.” initiative,
which is underway until the end of the month. The governor has encouraged people to stay at home. Other health measures, such as
wearing a mask when in public, have also been recommended.
 
Engel said that officials continue to recommend that persons experiencing symptoms or possibly exposed to coronavirus self-
quarantine. She noted that some of the recent cases have not involved a lot of reports about possible exposures because people are
identified as close contacts and have been self-quarantining during the time that they are believed to be contagious, which is a two to
14-day window.
 
In other news, the Panhandle Health District officials noted that they had been interviewed by Time Magazine on the approach taken by
the rural health district.
 
“It was a really great opportunity to really talk about where we’ve come and what we’d done over the last couple of months,” Director
Kim Engel said, sayign it was heartwarming to talk about partners and the proactive approach taken in the Panhandle. The district also
talked about the challenges and different perspectives, she said.
 
Businesses continue to be connected with resources through PPHD, which hosts a business call regularly on Thursdays. Questions
during Thursday’s call involved hiring of new employees - who are recommended to quarantine if they have traveled from out of state -
and other topics. Directed health measures remain in place that have changed restaurant and bar operations and also closed some
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businesses, such as salons and tattoo parlors.
 
For information on COVID-19 and resources, visit pphd.org.
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Omaha World Herald
New UNMC modeling predicts 50 to 180 coronavirus deaths in Nebraska
By Nancy Gaarder
 
New modeling by the University of Nebraska Medical Center indicates that social distancing is making a difference with COVID-19 but
that Nebraska can still expect between 50 and 180 deaths.
 
Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the UNMC College of Public Health, discussed the results during Thursday’s NET News town hall with Gov. Pete
Ricketts.
 
Deaths in Nebraska stood at 25 on Thursday, based on state and local numbers. Nebraska hasn’t peaked yet, Khan said, but “what we
are doing is making a difference.”
 
Khan and Ricketts dismissed the allure of seeking “herd immunity” by abandoning restrictions.
 
“Herd immunity means 60 to 80% of people get infected,” Khan said. “Herd immunity would have been devastation in terms of … cases
and deaths.”
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Omaha World Herald
Ricketts tells Nebraskans not to get their hopes up about relaxation of social distancing rules
By Paul Hammel
 
LINCOLN — Nebraskans hoping to see social distancing rules disappear after May 1 got a dose of caution from Gov. Pete Ricketts on
Thursday.
 
Don’t count on it, the governor said.
 
“I don’t want to raise anyone’s expectations,” he said. “We are not going to lift all of these social distancing guidelines all at once.
 
“In fact, we will probably be doing some social distancing for the foreseeable future, until we have a vaccine.”
 
The state’s plan, he said, appears to be working to “flatten” and slow the spread of the coronavirus so the state’s health care systems
are not overwhelmed to the point that patients can’t get an intensive care bed or a ventilator and health care workers don’t have
proper protective gear.
 
The governor spoke just before joining a conference call with President Donald Trump and other state governors on Thursday
afternoon.
 
Ricketts emphasized that Nebraska would not alter its plan to continue its “protective health measures” until the end of April,
regardless of what the president announces.
 
But, toward the end of the month, the governor said he would use a combination of federal and local guidance, as well as data on use
of the state’s health care resources, to decide what guidelines might be lifted on a “step by step” basis.
 
Earlier this month, Ricketts mentioned the possibility that the rule against social gatherings of more than 10 people could be amended
to 25 people or more.
 
At his daily press briefing, the governor again defended his approach to the COVID-19 outbreak, which has been criticized by some for
avoiding the “shelter-in-place” orders issued in more hard-hit states.
 
Ricketts pointed to voluntary polls taken by users of Google in Nebraska indicating that people are spending 29% less time at work and
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11% more time at home.
 
“We’re going to continue to stick to the plan we have now, because that plan is working,” he said.
 
The guidelines Trump released Thursday call for places with declining infections and strong testing to begin a three-phased gradual
reopening of businesses and schools, with each phase lasting at least 14 days, meant to ensure that the virus outbreak doesn’t
accelerate again.
 
“I appreciate President Trump’s guidelines for reopening pieces of the economy that have been closed temporarily,” Ricketts said in a
statement Friday afternoon. “It is critical that we get people back to work safely and continue to slow the spread of the virus as the
country opens up.”
 
Trump also announced on Thursday a bipartisan task force to work on reviving the economy called the Opening Up America Again
Congressional Group. Nebraska Sens. Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse are on the panel, as are Iowa Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst.
 
“I know he wants to open up the country. Everybody does,” Ricketts said. But, he added, it must be done in a way that doesn’t allow the
virus to return.
 
Thursday marked the end of the first week of the governor’s call for Nebraskans to stay home for 21 days in hopes of curbing the state’s
coronavirus outbreak.
 
In other coronavirus news:
 


·         Fourteen state senators signed a letter Thursday calling on the governor to allow every state employee who is able to work
from home to do so and to declare that grocery store employees and workers in food-processing plants be included among the
“front-line” emergency workers who get priority for COVID-19 testing.


 
Ricketts, however, said the current priority system is appropriate. It prioritizes first responders, health care workers and those who
work in nursing homes because they are most likely to get the virus, he said.
 


·         The state has received $625 million from the federal CARES Act but is awaiting guidance from the feds on how the money can
be spent. The money represents half of what the state is expecting to receive, Ricketts said.


·         Matt Blomstedt, the state education commissioner, said he’s getting a lot of calls about how schools can conduct graduation
ceremonies.


 
He suggested postponing commencement until midsummer, after the virus peak has been reached in the state.
 
He said that Red Cloud was able to hold a commencement for its nine graduates, with attendees sitting in vehicles but that not all
school districts in the state will be able to do that.
 


·         Ricketts said the state is providing personal protective equipment to the state’s Native American tribes but has advised them
that direct allocations of funds will come from the CARES Act, which allocated $11 billion to the tribes.


 
A representative of the Omaha Tribe maintained that the state had “withdrawn” its offer of financial aid. The governor said that was a
misunderstanding.
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Omaha World Herald
Ricketts rejects Lathrop's call to prevent Nebraska Crossing from reopening
By Paul Hammel
 
LINCOLN — A state senator from Omaha on Thursday predicted a spike in coronavirus cases unless Gov. Pete Ricketts takes action to
block the Nebraska Crossing shopping mall from reopening.
 
“I think we’ve seen what happens when we are not staying put,” State Sen. Steve Lathrop said. “You’re seeing hot spots in Grand Island
and Sioux Falls.”
 
“If people start going back to retail like pre-virus days, we’re going to have more people get sick, more people spreading things, more
people in the hospital and more people subject to this life-threatening condition,” he said.
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The governor, during his daily coronavirus briefing, rejected Lathrop’s call for a stay-at-home order to block the reopening of the outlet
mall, which has planned a “soft” opening in a week and a grand opening in two weeks.
 
“We haven’t asked anyone to close,” Ricketts said. “We are asking Nebraskans to exercise their personal responsibility, their civic duty,
to do the right thing.”
 
That, he said, includes following the “six rules” he unveiled last week to keep Nebraskans safe. One of the rules is to avoid unnecessary
shopping trips and, if you must shop, to leave family and friends at home and go alone. Ricketts unveiled the rules as he urged
Nebraskans to redouble their social distancing efforts through the final weeks of April.
 
“We’ve got to continue to stay focused on this, but we don’t need to say that person or this person needs to close their business,” the
governor said.
 
Nebraska Crossing has said that it would be the first shopping mall in North America to reopen and that it could serve as a “case study”
and help establish best practices for reopening stores. But the head of the Nebraska Hospital Association has condemned the reopening
as an “irresponsible” move that would nullify the progress the state has made in slowing the spread of COVID-19, the disease caused by
the coronavirus.
 
Lathrop, in a letter to the governor on Wednesday, said the outlet mall has “nonessential businesses” that shouldn’t be allowed to
reopen until effective treatments for the virus are found and more progress is made toward developing a vaccine.
 
“Social distancing is not a cure,” the senator said. He fears that if restrictions on public gatherings are relaxed, cases of coronavirus will
begin spiking because the vast majority of Nebraskans have not been exposed to it.
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Ricketts won't ask Nebraska Crossing outlet mall not to reopen
By Don Walton
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Thursday all signs suggest that his plan to control the spread of the coronavirus in the state is working and that
he has not asked Nebraska Crossing Outlets to delay its scheduled reopening at a time when presence of the virus in the state is
expected to peak.
 
Rod Yates, owner of the shopping mall along Interstate 80 between Omaha and Lincoln, said he is planning to reopen some outlets next
week.
 
Questioned at his daily coronavirus news briefing whether he has asked Yates to delay that reopening, Ricketts said: "I have not spoken
with Nebraska Crossing. We have not asked anyone to close. 
 
"We are asking Nebraskans to exercise their personal responsibility," the governor said, and perform their "civic duty."
 
"Nebraskans do the right thing," Ricketts said.
 
On Wednesday, Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha sent the governor a letter urging him to issue a stay-at-home order to prevent the
shopping mall from reopening "until health professionals believe we are adequately prepared to safely allow movement within
businesses across the state."
 
Laura Redoutey, president of the Nebraska Hospital Association, has said reopening the shopping center at this time could "nullify our
efforts" to put a clamp on the virus in Nebraska.
 
Reopening now "poses a serious risk to the health of all Nebraskans," she wrote in a letter to the Omaha World-Herald.
 
Rather than issue a shelter-in-place order to remain at home, Ricketts has urged Nebraskans to work at home, limit shopping to once a
week, closed schools, confined restaurants and bars to off-sale service, banned gatherings of more than 10 people and asked individuals
to maintain 6 feet of physical distance from one another.
 
"We haven't closed businesses. We have asked people to stay at home," the governor said. "Our plan is working.
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"We don't plan on changing the plan; we will stick with that plan."
 
Looking ahead beyond April, the governor said, there "probably will be some distancing for the foreseeable future until there is a
vaccine."
 
Responding later in the day to President Donald Trump's announcement of guidelines that he believes states should follow in beginning
to open up the economy, Ricketts said he appreciates the president's guidance.
 
"It is critical that we get people back to work safely and continue to slow the spread of the virus as the country opens up," the governor
said.
 
Speaking at the governor's news briefing, Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said "things appear to be fairly well under
control in Grand Island," despite the number of confirmed cases in Hall County surpassing 330 on Thursday.
 
The number of coronavirus patients in intensive care at CHI St. Francis in Grand Island has dropped as has the number on ventilators. In
Hastings, he said, four patients are on ventilators.
 
"Those are the hot spots right now," he said.
 
The Nebraska National Guard has returned to Grand Island to institute new testing for the virus through Saturday, Ricketts said.
 
Grand Island and Hall County have the highest number of coronavirus cases in the state, even more than populous Omaha and Douglas
County. Many cases in the central Nebraska county were generated at the JBS Beef Plant, although there also have been clusters of
cases at long-term-care centers.
 
"We are paying attention to Grand Island," Ricketts said.
 
"I've reached out to major employers in Grand Island to see what they are doing" to provide worker protection and social distancing, he
said.
 
"Grand Island is a manufacturing town, (and) that's not an easy place to work from home."
 
Ricketts said the state is working with food processing plants in an effort to keep them open.
 
Lincoln Children's Zoo President and CEO John Chapo joined the briefing to announce that the zoo will offer virtual, interactive tours of
the zoo for elementary school children during this time when schools are closed.
 
"Teachers can bring up to 100 children to interact with the zookeepers," he said. The zoo plans to provide tours at least 12 to 15 times a
week.
 
State Education Commissioner Matthew Blomstedt suggested that schools could consider waiting to honor this year's senior class
graduates with ceremonies in July if the coronavirus threat has been tamed by then.
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Grace: Nebraska should send clear message, like a stay-at-home order, to defeat coronavirus
By Erin Grace
 
The posted speed limit on Interstate 80 near the exit to the Nebraska Crossing mall in Sarpy County is 75 mph.
 
Drivers, for their sakes and the common good, are supposed to go no faster than that and no slower than 40.
 
Those speed limits are as clear as the black numbers on the white roadside sign, as clear as the digital message flashing “Nebraska
Strong” in the mostly empty parking lot of a massive Gretna shopping mall on this sunny still-pandemic April day.
 
The lot is empty now because of Gov. Pete Ricketts’ stay-at-home-through-April request. But by next week, expect to see more cars
outside Nebraska Crossing. The mall’s owner, Rod Yates, has decided to speed past the state’s voluntary policy, and Ricketts won’t stop
him.
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Some critics see Yates as a lead-footed driver and contend that the governor is too willing to yield. Others support Yates’ goal of making
Nebraska Crossing the first mall in North America to reopen. A day after the news drew national attention, neither Yates nor Ricketts
appeared to change lanes.
 
Yates might appear to be flooring it. (After all, Nebraska schools are looking at potential fall-at-home contingencies). But he said he’s
still driving safely. Some of the global brands that fill the 80-plus shopping bays at Nebraska Crossing had noted Nebraska’s relatively
lower coronavirus curve and asked him to be the test case for reopening retail.
 
Yates, who lives in Omaha, was happy to “do my part as a landlord to help a trillion-dollar industry get back on its feet.”
 
The governor said Wednesday that it was Nebraskans’ civic duty to voluntarily comply with his health directives versus “the heavy hand
of government coming down on you.”
 
A formal stay-at-home order has been something Ricketts has avoided like — how to put it? — the plague.
 
Instead, Ricketts has relied on an appeal to common sense and Nebraska Nice in offering a softer — and not ineffective — approach. A
World-Herald analysis found the state ranks low in both known coronavirus cases and deaths, and Dr. Anthony Fauci, the immunologist
on the national stage, said the state is doing a good job.
 
Ricketts has issued directives summed up by a catchphrase: stay home, stay healthy, stay connected. He has warned that April would be
bad. He has said to hunker down. He has told Nebraskans to shop just once a week, alone, and only for essential services.
 
But when Yates, the mall owner, blew past him in the left lane on Tuesday, the governor let him go rather than pulling him over for
speeding. Ricketts wouldn’t even address whether the mall qualified as an essential service.
 
A visit Wednesday to the mall with big names like Nike and North Face showed why Yates would be eager to hit the gas. An empty
shopping mall is an especially eerie place with its locked doors and piped-in pop music.
 
Who wants to be stranded on that shoulder?
 
Walking through, I yearned for pre-pandemic normal. I walked by closed Vineyard Vines wishing I could take my 14-year-old and a
gaggle of her friends there so they could spend (too much) on T-shirts. I’d love to see my toddler nephews climbing on the playground.
Plus my daily uniform of old yoga pants and a million Christmases-ago sweater could use a change-up. Even as I wear masks in public
and avoid the grocery store and bathe in hand sanitizer, I’m not sure I wouldn’t have crossed J. Crew’s shiny threshold if it had been
open on Wednesday.
 
But the speed limits aren’t just to protect our personal safety by curbing our own risk-taking. They are based on scientific study and
intended for the good of the entire community everybody.
 
A speeding driver doesn’t just risk his own neck. He risks the lives of others around him.
 
There were a few people at Nebraska Crossing on Wednesday— a handful of clients of dog trainer Kristin Sandstede’s.
 
Everyone appeared to be properly distanced as they walked their pooches on empty sidewalks in front of locked doors that beckoned
shoppers to go online or stay safe.
 
Sandstede said the coronavirus rules were confusing and besides, what is “essential” anyway?
 
Does it make sense for a Costco to be open with its crowded lines when an open-air shopping mall remains closed? Don’t people get to
decide for themselves?
 
“If you don’t like it being open,” she said of Nebraska Crossing, “then don’t come.”
 
Client Lori May was conflicted. She understands the desire to reopen, get life back to normal and restore some business. Her husband’s
dental practice in Fremont is shuttered right now. But opening a mall seemed, she said, “premature.”
 
Then again, she had gone to Hy-Vee just the day before to get her husband some Mickey Mouse trinkets, including a balloon. They were
supposed to be in Disneyland for his birthday and, of course, that’s out.
 
May said she wore a mask but felt guilty getting something as trivial as a balloon, knowing that the clerk who waited on her risks getting
sick by having to work during the pandemic.







 
Without posting a speed limit, Ricketts has relied on people to drive safely. But if Nebraska Crossing reopens too soon, what’s to stop
other businesses from bypassing the governor’s request and following Yates in the fast lane?
 
Yates is hoping to be a national model. He talks about “best practices” and says he plans a careful soft opening. At first, just a quarter of
the stores will be open as store managers figure out how to safely distance employees and customers and make decisions on when to
send a potentially sick person home.
 
People have to get back to work, Yates said, and why not show how to do that correctly?
 
Stuck in the car with Yates are the mall employees who will have to put their own health on the line when the stores reopen. Yates is
offering thermometers, plastic shields and masks. That might feel insufficient, the way a seat belt does for a passenger when the driver
starts to speed.
 
The coronavirus is vexingly invisible, which makes the need for clarity in the response even greater.
 
How will Yates keep crowds thin enough? How can he make the test case a success story and not put the state on the map for being, as
Nebraska State Sen. Adam Morfeld dubbed it, “Covid Crossing”?
 
Yates said he’s encouraging shoppers to follow the grocery rules: Come alone. Don’t linger. He also acknowledged that this is an
experiment.
 
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert has shown what clear rules look like. Like Ricketts, Stothert first relied on good will when she asked
Omahans to quit going to city parks in groups. But picnickers, soccer teams and others ignored the “directive,” so Stothert closed the
parks, except for those passing through, including golfers.
 
We all yearn to get the family roadster back on the open highway.
 
But right now, the time calls for taking it slow — and that requires unambiguous traffic signs.
 
Here’s one I saw on I-80, heading back home after my trip to Nebraska Crossing. The overhead sign pointed drivers to a state website
on quarantine directives.
 
Wouldn’t it have been clearer to just flash two words? Stay home.
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Health officials seek to ease concerns raised by Antelope County's purchase of a temporary morgue
By Paul Hammel
 
LINCOLN — Health officials in north-central Nebraska are trying to tamp down concerns raised by Antelope County’s purchase of a
temporary morgue.
 
On Tuesday, the Antelope County Board purchased a refrigerated trailer for the purpose of holding bodies in anticipation of a surge of
deaths due to COVID-19.
 
But an official with the North-Central District Health Department, based in O’Neill, said Thursday that the projected death toll used by
the county to make the purchase was an estimate based on people doing nothing to mitigate the spread of the virus, such as the social
distancing measures enacted by Gov. Pete Ricketts.
 
The projection — that up to 300 people could die in the nine counties served by that health district — was for “planning purposes only,”
and is most likely excessive because residents are adhering to advisories to avoid large groups and stay at home, said Carol Doolittle, a
prevention coordinator for the North-Central District Health Department.
 
The district sent out a press release late Wednesday in an attempt to reassure local residents, who expressed concern and fear in social
media posts, and to clarify that the projections were a worst-case scenario.
 
“I think what other communities have done is line up someone they could contact in the event they would need (a temporary
morgue),” she said. “This is all just for planning. It’s not ‘go out and buy a trailer.’ ”
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As of Thursday morning, there were five confirmed COVID-19 cases in the nine counties, Antelope, Boyd, Brown, Cherry, Holt, Keya
Paha, Knox, Pierce and Rock Counties.
 
Those case numbers speak for themselves, Doolittle said, in terms of local compliance with the governor’s recommended “Six Rules” for
staying safe during the pandemic.
 
Officials in Antelope County didn’t respond to phone messages left Thursday. But a story published by the Antelope County News
quoted both Sheriff Bob Moore and County Board Chairman Charles Henery as saying that the purchase of the $10,000 refrigerated
trailer as a temporary morgue was made so the area would be prepared for the worst. The trailer could be resold if it proved
unnecessary, board members said.
 
“Pray to God we don’t need it,” said Henery, according to the newspaper.
 
A spokeswoman with the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency said Thursday that she was not aware of any directive from that
office for local emergency districts to purchase trucks or trailers for use as temporary morgues.
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Two UNO on-campus apartment complexes available for quarantined individuals
By Sean Everson
 
A parking lot is empty and so are apartments on the University of Nebraska-Omaha’s Dodge Campus. Thursday, a sign warns that it’s a
quarantine zone.
 
“We always have to have the apartments ready for whoever the next occupant is which is typically our next group of students, but
could be different,” said Assistant Director of Residence Life Chloe Smith.
 
UNO agreed with the state and Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services to make the campus’s University and Maverick
Village apartments available to “temporarily lodge individuals under quarantine and/or isolation.” A statement from the university
stated, “This agreement is in the very early stages. At this time, UNO has not received any notification that individuals will be moving in
for quarantine and/or isolation purposes.”
 
Smith said the apartments are being prepped just like they normally would.
 
“When folks move out we go through the spaces, make sure that things weren’t left behind. We would go through and make sure
everything was clean which is just our typical processes for when folks move,” Smith said.
 
There are 230 units between the two apartment complexes. Each apartment has four bedrooms, a living room, kitchen, and two
bathrooms and are furnished with beds, desks, couches and nightstands.
 
“We’ll have linens available for folks, trashcans will be available for folks that will be in the apartments when they would arrive here,”
Smith said.
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Nebraska Air, Army National Guard test for COVID-19 across state (video)
 
OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) -- A select group of Nebraska Air and Army National Guard are traveling the state to complete critical COVID-19
testing.
 
On Friday, the task force will have teams conducting COVID-19 testing in Lexington, Grand Island, Bloomfield, and O’Neill.
 
They are testing hundreds of people, including healthcare workers and law enforcement.
 
“We are coming in contact with people that are very, very high chance of being positive tests,” said Nebraska National Guard Lt. Col.
Jennifer Hasslen.
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The group is making sure they are prepared and staying protected during the entire testing process — not just to protect themselves,
but also the general public.
 
“We still have to go to the grocery store to get our food. We still have to go get takeout food, so we’ve made a rule now that you have
to wear your mask if you’ve basically left your hotel room,” said Lt. Col. Hasslen.
 
The team is staying in hotel rooms instead of at home to keep their families away from the high-risk work.
 
“This task force is all volunteers coming out. Being put on state active duty orders to really help with this testing and being a good
representation of how the guard assists in time of need,” said Nebraska National Guard 2nd Lt. Natasha Hilsgen.
 
As of Wednesday, the Nebraska Air and Army National Guard have tested nearly 1,500 people for COVID-19.
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Gov. Ricketts: Federal abortion rulings won't impact Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — A federal appeals court panel ruled that medication abortions, in which women take pills to terminate a pregnancy,
can be provided in Texas during the coronavirus pandemic.
 
The ruling Monday from a three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals was among several developments in Republican-led
states where governors have sought to prohibit almost all abortions by classifying them as elective procedures that should be put off
during the virus outbreak.
 
Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott issued an executive order last month that bars non-essential medical procedures so that health
resources can go to treating coronavirus patients. Texas’ Republican attorney general has said that providing abortions other than for
an immediate medical emergency would violate the order.
 
But a three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said that medication abortions can go forward. In a concurrence, Judge
James L. Dennis wrote that Texas' move to ban medication abortions “is a strong indication that the enforcement is pretextual and does
not bear a ‘real or substantial relation’ to the public health crisis we are experiencing.”
 
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts said Tuesday that he didn't think federal rulings would have an impact on Nebraska's Directed Health
Measures.
 
"Our DHM, again, was applied in a uniform way to people with regard to all those elective surgeries regardless of what you're doing. If
you're doing an elective surgery for replacing a knew versus doing an abortion," said Ricketts.
 
The governor said those surgeries can only be done in critical situations.
 
Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge on Wednesday asked the appeals court to lift a federal judge's order that allowed the state's
only surgical abortion clinic to continue performing the procedure.
 
The state last week ordered Little Rock Family Planning Services to not perform surgical abortions unless they were needed to protect
the life and health of the mother.
 
The state argued that the clinic violated a ban on elective surgeries during the coronavirus pandemic. Other states have used similar
orders to restrict abortions.
 
Monday, a 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel upheld a lower-court order that overturned an Oklahoma ban.
 
The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals also declined to hear an appeal by Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost seeking to reverse a judge’s
temporary restraining order allowing abortion facilities in the state to continue performing surgical abortions.
 
In Louisiana, an abortion provider in Shreveport filed a federal lawsuit to block any state attempts to ban abortions during the
pandemic. June Medical Group, which operates the Hope clinic, said abortions are still currently being done
 
The Shreveport clinic is at the center of a separate case currently at the Supreme Court over whether doctors who perform abortions
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must have admitting privileges at a nearby hospital.
 
And in Tennessee, abortion providers filed an emergency motion in federal court seeking an order that would allow them to continue
providing surgical abortions.
 
Over the weekend, Texas abortion clinics asked the Supreme Court to step in to allow medication abortions.
 
Such an abortion involves taking one pill at a clinic, then taking a second pill 24 to 48 hours later, typically at home. Clinics have argued
that medication abortions do not require personal protective equipment like masks, gloves and gowns that might be needed for
coronavirus patients.
 
Texas permits medication abortions during the first 10 weeks of pregnancy.
 
“Now it’s time for Gov. Abbott to end his exploitation of this pandemic to ban all abortion access,” said Nancy Northup, president and
CEO of the Center for Reproductive Rights. "None of it is medically justified, all of it is unconstitutional, and women are being thrown
into a state of fear and uncertainty.”
 
Attorney General Ken Paxton's office didn't immediately respond to a request for comment Tuesday on the court's ruling.
 
Texas Alliance for Life issued a written statement calling on abortion providers to follow the original order to free up doctors and
supplies.
 
“The most recent order fails to recognize the danger abortion providers pose to the public by refusing to comply with Governor
Abbott’s executive order in the same way other providers of non-immediately medically necessary surgeries and procedures have
done,” said Texas Alliance for Life Executive Director Joe Pojman.
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14 senators ask Ricketts to broaden definition of essential workers
By JoAnne Young
 
Fourteen Nebraska state senators are calling on Gov. Pete Ricketts to shore up protections for state employees and other front-line
workers.
 
In a letter sent Thursday, the senators said they have heard concerns from  constituents working on the front lines of the COVID-19
response about their own health, safety, and stability.
 
They urged Ricketts to include grocery store, pharmacy and food production workers in the definition of front-line emergency service
providers. Those emergency workers could then qualify under the coronavirus relief bill and any future federal acts for certain
economic assistance and benefits, such as access to emergency child care, said Lincoln Sen. Kate Bolz.
 
The letter also asked the governor to:
 
* Allow every state employee possible to work from home. Currently about 30% are working remotely.
 
* Allow services provided to the public, such as Department of Motor Vehicles, Department of Health and Human Services and
Department of Labor services to be provided over the phone or delayed until the crisis passes, and closing offices to face-to-face
interaction wherever possible to protect state employees.
 
* Issue a proclamation or guidance to businesses to promote proper social distancing, work-from-home policies, adopt additional health
and screening practices, expand personnel and leave provisions that encourage self-quarantine to contain spread.
 
Ricketts spoke to the letter in his daily briefing, saying he hasn't made a formal distinction in his recommendations of which essential
workers have to go to work versus everybody else.
 
Emergency workers can be designated for priority in virus testing and lodging programs, he said, but programs may be extended to
others down the road.
 
"I think we prioritized appropriately," he said.
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The 14 senators are Sens. Dan Quick, Sue Crawford, Adam Morfeld, Rick Kolowski, Kate Bolz, Anna Wishart, Carol Blood, Robert
Hilkemann, Machaela Cavanaugh, Wendy DeBoer, Megan Hunt, Sara Howard, John McCollister and Matt Hansen.
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State Senators calling on Gov. Ricketts to strengthen protections for workers
 
LINCOLN, Neb. - A bipartisan group of Nebraska State Senators are calling on Governor Pete Ricketts to strengthen protection for state
and public workers. The call was instigated by an uptick in concerns raised by constituents working on the front lines in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
 
The letter calls on Governor Ricketts to:
 


·         Immediately include grocery store workers, pharmacy workers, and food production workers in the state’s definition of front-
line emergency service providers.


·         Allow every state employee possible to work from home.
·         Allow services provided to the public, such as DMV, DHHS, and Labor services to be provided over the phone or delayed until


the crisis passes and closing local offices for face-to-face interaction wherever possible to protect state employees.
·         Issue a proclamation or guidance to businesses to promote proper social distancing, work from home policies, adopting


additional health and screening practices, expanding personnel and leave practices that encourage self-quarantine to contain
spread.


 
At the end of the letter the senators thanked the Governor for his and his team's hard work during the pandemic, asking them to
continue to help other workers in Nebraska “stay home, stay healthy, and stay connected.”
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KNEB
Nebraska Joint Information Center Update for Thursday April 16, 2020
 
COVID-19 Case Updates
 
Nebraska         As of April 16 at noon, the current case numbers for Nebraska are:
 
952 positive tests —  11,3423    negative tests  —   21 deaths
 
Nebraska numbers include negative results from NPHL and commercial labs. Both state and local health departments are testing and
publicly reporting their cases. In the event of a discrepancy between DHHS cases and cases reported by local public health officials, data
reported by the local health department should be considered the most up-to-date.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) data dashboard provides daily updates to the state’s COVID-19 case
totals and is online at http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus
 
U.S.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website reports today:
 
605,390 cases  —  24,582 deaths
 
These statistics include both confirmed and presumptive positive cases of COVID-19. https://www.cdc.gov/covid19.
 
Globally    World Health Organization Situation Report as of April 15 at 3 a.m.,
 
1,914,916 cases  —  123,010 deaths
 
     Johns Hopkins University of Medicine COVID-19 Dashboard as of 1:34 p.m. April 15
 
2,034,020 cases  —   133,261 deaths
 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.tv%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fstate-senators-calling-on-gov-ricketts-to-strenghten-protections-for-workers&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Caec6ffd9555c4ae4f3bb08d7e2d420c7%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637227273031567052&sdata=rC90dLHwmzXf1iGIKc%2BQp4Z%2BQrz%2FIaqDO%2FGAR8r8LIk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkneb.com%2Fregional-news%2Fnebraska-joint-information-center-update-for-thursday-april-16-2020%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Caec6ffd9555c4ae4f3bb08d7e2d420c7%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637227273031567052&sdata=hmaXaXD%2Bv24FWWIvlcEk9EQ9b3HmLtWvyiThHcWq0q4%3D&reserved=0





State of Nebraska Updates
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts’ Office https://governor.nebraska.gov/
 
At his 1 p.m. news conference today, Gov. Ricketts asked Nebraska Commissioner of Education, Matthew Blomstedt, to talk about some
educational issues that are currently being addressed.
 
One concern Blomstedt said schools are addressing is graduation ceremonies for high school seniors. Blomstedt said school cannot hold
ceremonies now, but may plan on a physical graduation ceremony scheduled for later in the summer.
 
Blomstedt said educators are also working on plans for how to open schools in the fall. He said they hope that by the middle of July they
will have enough data for more concrete planning.
 
John Chapo of the Lincoln Zoo announced they are now offering free virtual interactive tours to elementary school teachers across
Nebraska. Teachers can virtually bring up to 100 students to interact with the zookeeper to learn about animals and ask questions. Their
goal right now is 75 tours
 
REMINDER Businesses have been asked to respond to a Business Response Survey to share what is happening to them with the COVID-
19 pandemic at  https://bit.ly/NE-Biz-Survey-2020. (For more information on the survey, see the Department of Economic Development
portion of this news update below.)
 
REMINDER
 
Nebraska is on Day 7 of
 
21 Days to Stay Home and Stay Healthy — Six Rules to Keep Nebraska Healthy
 
Stay home. No non-essential errands and no social gatherings. Respect the 10-person limit.
Socially distance your work. Work from home or use the six-foot rule as much as possible in the workplace.
Shop alone and only shop once a week. Do not take family with you.
Help kids follow social distancing. Play at home. No group sports and no playgrounds.
Help seniors stay at home by shopping for them. Do not visit long-term care facilities.
Exercise daily at home or with an appropriately socially-distanced activity.
 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) COVID-19 Information | DHHS News Releases
 
Health care workers, EMS, law enforcement and corrections officers who are concerned about exposing loved ones to COVID-19
unintentionally because of the daily requirements of their job can request a room by calling (833) 220-0018. The phone line is staffed
from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. seven days a week. Messages left on the after-hours voicemail will be returned the following day. Turnaround time
for a site placement will not be immediate, but will be within 24 hours This program is for first responders, not the general public.
Lancaster County workers must coordinate directly with their employer.
 
DHHS Links and Information COVID-19 Information | DHHS News Releases
 
Nebraska COVID-19 Information Line: (402) 552-6645.  Hours: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. CST – every day.
State agencies are sharing information using the #NECOVID19 Hashtag
DHHS has produced COVID-19 announcements available in English and En Español. Directed Health Measures translated in Spanish and
Vietnamese are now available for Douglas, Cass, Sarpy and Lancaster counties.
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx#SectionLink1
Review the Health Alert Network (HAN) for recent information and guidelines for health care providers.
 
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency         https://nema.nebraska.gov/news
 
REMINDER NEMA has several Twitter lists you can follow by visiting https://twitter.com/NEMAtweets/lists. Consider Subscribing to the
Nebraska State Government List or to the Nebraska County and Regional Emergency Managers List.
 
REMINDER There is no essential staffing list maintained by the State of Nebraska for people who have jobs to perform. Individuals
leaving their homes in order to perform an activity or function for their jobs DO NOT need to carry or present any letter, identification
card or other paper proving that they are allowed to leave their home.
 
Attorney General’s Office







 
NEW Attorney General’s Office: Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson has alerted creditors, debt collectors, and financial
institutions that Nebraska law may exempt CARES Act stimulus checks from attachment, garnishment or execution for certain low-
income consumers. You may read more here.
 
Department of Administrative Services
 
A number of state agencies and private organizations have received inquiries from Nebraska manufacturers that have the capabilities to
provide needed medical equipment for hospitals and medical providers. The Nebraska Department of Administrative Services (DAS) has
partnered with the Nebraska Manufacturing Extension Partnership (NMEP) to help organize the manufacturers with these capabilities
and connect them with the medical community.
 
For manufacturers please visit https://go.unl.edu/criticalmanufacturing  to register your company and list the products your company is
able to produce in short deadlines. For people in the medical community that want to access these companies and order needed
supplies, please contact: Doug Carlson, Chief Procurement Officer for the State of Nebraska, doug.carlson@nebraska.gov, 402-471-
0972
 
Department of Agriculture (NDA) nda.nebraska.gov
 
NEW Farmers Markets: The Nebraska Department of Agriculture has created guidance for farmers markets to help keep vendors and
customers healthy and to slow the spread of COVID-19. All farmers market operators should first consult with their local health
department to ensure that the market is able to meet all local health department guidelines. Farmers market guidance and additional
information for agriculture producers can be found on NDA’s website at: www.nda.nebraska.gov/COVID-19.
 
NEW Face Coverings Needed for Grocery Store Employees: NDA also wants to thank the dedicated employees of grocery stores across
the state that are helping to move food to consumers. We are relaying a message from the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association that
says many grocery stores are having trouble finding face coverings for their employees and are currently seeking them for added
protection to their staff so they can stay healthy and keep serving customers. If you or someone you know are sewing face coverings,
we encourage you to call your local grocery store and see if they are in need.
 
Department of Banking and Finance
 
https://ndbf.nebraska.gov/about/covid-19-consumer-and-industry-guidance
 
The Nebraska Department of Banking and Finance extended the expiration dates of two orders previously issued to assist registrants
under the Securities Act of Nebraska, from April 30 to May 31, 2020.
 
https://ndbf.nebraska.gov/sites/ndbf.nebraska.gov/files/about/2632_001.pdf
 
The department has posted a link for citizens to check the status of their stimulus payment.
 
https://ndbf.nebraska.gov/sites/ndbf.nebraska.gov/files/about/Check%20status%20of%20your%20Economic%20Impact%20Payment.pdf
 
Department of Corrections corrections.nebraska.gov
 
NDCS has COVID-19 related information on its webpage at https://corrections.nebraska.gov/ndcs-coronavirus-health-update.
 
Department of Economic Development     https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/nded-covid19/
 
NEW Business owners or nonprofit leaders are being asked to fill out a survey to report on how COVID-19 has impacted their
organizations. The response will help the State of Nebraska, the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce, the University of Nebraska and other
partners understand the impact coronavirus has had on revenue and workforce—and find the best ways to support our business and
nonprofit community during this crisis. Make your voice heard at https://bit.ly/NE-Biz-Survey-2020.
 
The Nebraska Department of Economic Development, the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce, the University of Nebraska and other
business-related organizations are reaching out to Nebraska businesses to better understand the initial and potential future impact of
the coronavirus (COVID-19) on the revenue and workforce of business organizations.
 
The goal is to find the best ways to support the Nebraska business community. The Nebraska Business Development Center (NBDC) at
the University of Nebraska is working with Dr. Josie Schafer at UNO’s Center for Public Affairs Research (CPAR)—and in collaboration
with Dr. Eric Thompson at UNL, Dr. Dave Dearmont at the Nebraska Department of Economic Development and Pete Thompson at the







Omaha Chamber—to develop a survey for Nebraska businesses.  CPAR will capture the survey results and publish the statewide report.
The survey will be in both English and Spanish language versions.
 
Applies to non-profit leaders as well as business leaders
We want to understand challenges as we develop support strategies
Survey will help as we work to restore growth/plan for the future
The survey launched today at 2 pm and will run through Friday, April 24 at 5 p.m. (10 days total).
 
Department of Environment and Energy               http://dee.ne.gov
 
NEW NDEE has issued guidance for indoor and outdoor pools during the COVID-19 pandemic. The department recommends pools, spas
and spray parks carefully evaluate state and local Directed Health Measures, and close or delay opening until they are lifted.
 
Current Centers for Disease Control guidance states the novel Coronavirus is not spread in pool water if proper pool chemistry is
maintained; however, there is a concern for common areas and people being in close contact.
 
For more information, please refer to the memo on our COVID-19 page.
 
Department of Insurance
 
The Department of Insurance has completed a comprehensive telehealth survey of the primary health insurers selling major medical in
Nebraska.  The questions and responses from Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Bright Health, Medica, and United Health Care can be
found at https://doi.nebraska.gov/sites/doi.nebraska.gov/files/doc/TELEHEALTH%20QUESTIONS%20AND%20RESPONSES.pdf.
 
Department of Labor            NEworks.nebraska.gov and dol.nebraska.gov
 
UPDATE The Nebraska Department of Labor (NDOL) reports that during the three weeks ending April 4 there were 66,741 initial
unemployment claims filed. That compares with 41,727 claims filed during the entire 2019 calendar year.
 
Spreadsheets showing claims data are available here and are updated every Thursday. Initial claims are filed by individuals to request a
determination of eligibility for unemployment insurance benefits. NDOL processes initial unemployment insurance claims and, if an
individual meets eligibility criteria, benefits are paid for each week of continued unemployment. Unemployment Insurance data
includes information for initial and continued claimants. Data is updated weekly on Thursdays and is available online at:  I am
.https://neworks.nebraska.gov/gsipub/index.asp?docid=710
 
Any worker in a non-paid status due to COVID-19 may file a claim for unemployment insurance benefits. Unemployment claims in
Nebraska are filed online at NEworks.nebraska.gov. The NEworks mobile app is available to download for free. After filing a new initial
claim, applicants must certify their eligibility every week that they continue to be unemployed by logging into their NEworks account. 
These weekly certifications must be completed even while the new claim is still being processed.  Claim and payment status can also be
viewed by logging into the NEworks account.
 
The federal CARES Act created a temporary program that offers benefits to individuals not eligible for regular unemployment insurance
benefits including the self-employed, independent contractors, gig workers, and others (Pandemic Unemployment Assistance or PUA).
The act also increases the amount an individual on regular unemployment or PUA will receive by $600 for every week an individual is
unemployed. All individuals who qualify will receive $600 in additional benefits for each eligible week of unemployment, including prior
weeks. Workers who have been affected by the pandemic should file a claim for unemployment. NDOL will automatically review every
claim that comes in for eligibility under the CARES Act.
 
Department of Motor Vehicles        DMV news releases
 
Department of Natural Resources To support National Flood Insurance Program policyholders amid the COVID-19 pandemic, FEMA is
extending its 30-day grace period for policy renewals up to 120 days. This is effective for National Flood Insurance Program policies with
an expiration date between February 13 – June 15, 2020.
 
For more information, visit the FEMA website https://nfipservices.floodsmart.gov/
 
FEMA also has some guidance on flood insurance claims during this time.  It allows for the claims to be adjusted remotely without an
adjustor visiting the property.
 
Our agency also continues to ensure that critical water related information remains available (see https://dnr.nebraska.gov/. It is being
updated continuously, including real-time streamgaging information.







 
Department of Revenue
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, as the Nebraska Department of Revenue provides guidance, direction, or pertinent public information
such items may be found here. The most current information will be posted to the department’s website under “Featured Information”.
Taxpayer Assistance is also available online and by phone, and contact information may be found here.
 
Lottery   https://nelottery.com/homeapp/article/4220/display
 
Nebraska Lottery players with prizes up to $19,999 are encouraged to claim by mail. Instructions for claiming prizes by mail can be
found at https://nelottery.com/homeapp/article/4220/display Regional Lottery Claim Centers in Grand Island, Norfolk, North Platte, and
Scottsbluff are closed to the public, but Nebraska Lottery headquarters in Lincoln and the Omaha Claim Center are open. Call 402-471-
6100 to confirm office hours before claiming a prize in person at these locations.
 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs
 
NEW A teammate at the Western Nebraska Veterans’ Home (WNVH) in Scottsbluff has tested positive for COVID-19. Further testing is
being conducted in coordination with Panhandle Public Health District (PPHD).
 
Teammates at all four veterans’ homes have been completing screenings and having temperatures taken to check for COVID-19
symptoms upon entry of the facilities. When the WNVH teammate indicated possible exposure to COVID-19 they were directed to self-
isolate at home and PPHD was contacted to complete testing. WNVH is continuing to work with PPHD to screen and test any
teammates and members who may have previously come into contact with the teammate who tested positive.
 
Protecting the health and safety of the members of the four state veterans’ homes, as well as the teammates who serve them is a top
priority for NDVA. The NDVA COVID-19 task force has been coordinating efforts in all four veterans’ homes to limit the chances of
contact with the coronavirus. Starting March 11, entry to the facilities was limited to NDVA teammates and medical professionals, who
are required to complete a screening upon entry. A “virtual visitor” system has been put in place to keep families connected while
access for in-person visits is limited. All non-essential travel outside the facility was postponed and communal dining has been
discontinued.
 
NEW Testing of members and teammates at the Central Nebraska Veterans’ Home (CNVH) has revealed two more cases of COVID-19.
Both of the individuals who tested positive were teammates working in the facility. They are self-isolating at home, and the facility is
continuing to follow strict infection control guidelines.
 
A member at CNVH first tested positive for COVID-19 on April 10. The facility worked with Two Rivers Public Health Department to
complete testing of all teammates and members who may have come into contact with that member. No additional members tested
positive. These are the only positive teammate cases to date.
 
“Knowing how easily this virus spreads, the results of this testing shows the effectiveness of the precautions we’ve put in place at the
facility,” said Facility Administrator Alex Willford. “I want to thank our entire team for their dedication and the work they’re doing to
care for and protect our members, and wish a speedy recovery to our teammates healing at home. We’re in this together and we will
get through it together.”
 
Game and Parks Commission http://outdoornebraska.gov/healthinfo/
 
http://magazine.outdoornebraska.gov/2020/04/a-fun-challenge-for-you-camp-at-home-nebraska/
 
In a proactive effort to stop the spread of COVID-19, the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is prohibiting overnight camping at
state parks, state recreation areas and wildlife management areas through Friday, May 8 and state park area lodging and cabins are
closed through May 8 as well.
 
What’s a camping enthusiast supposed to do? How about … getting away in your own backyard?
 
“Nebraska Game and Parks Commission knows that camping is one of many people’s favorite activities, and we want to encourage you
to create memories with your family during this time by doing some of your favorite things at home,” said Parks Division Administrator
Jim Swenson.
 
Until conditions allow for overnight camping at its state park and recreation areas, the commission is encouraging people to pack up
and pitch a tent at home as part of a new campaign: Camp At Home, Nebraska.
 







Those who participate can share photos of their “at-home” adventures by using the hashtag #CampAtHomeNE in their social post, or by
sending photos via direct message to the Game and Parks Facebook page. Those who send a direct message with a photo, their name
and address will be automatically entered into a drawing for prizes, including miniature camp lanterns and a grand prize two-night
camping stay at one of our state parks after the threat of COVID-19 has diminished.
 
“We hope by camping at home, people can continue to foster their love of the outdoors while having a bit of fun during these stressful
times,” Swenson said.
 
To help inspire, Game and Parks shares its top 10 tips for creating #CampAtHomeNE memories:
 
Get everyone in your household involved in the planning and work together to design your ideal camp-at-home experience.
Pitch your tent or make your own out of materials around the house wherever you have space — even if that means your living room.
Gather around the campfire, built in an appropriate and safe location, such as a fire pit, fire ring, or even a clay flowerpot or metal
bucket. Don’t have a safe place? Skip it!
Focus on food. Roast hotdogs or tinfoil dinners. Whip out your cast-iron skillet or Dutch oven and make one-pot campfire meals. Or put
all your energy into s’mores. The microwave, oven, barbecue grill and camp stove are all acceptable alternatives to cooking outdoors.
Invent “camping” games using everyday household items.
Go on a backyard scavenger hunt tailored to your interests. Moonlit scavenger hunts can add to the fun.
Make your backyard a movie theater. Project a movie onto a white sheet or side of the house, or just huddle behind a tablet or other
electronic device for a quaint viewing experience.
Practice outdoors skills. Make a slingshot out of stick and rubber band, build a birdhouse, or practice casting.
Fix gear. Replace fishing line on reels, patch holes in tents, or season cast-iron cookware.
Light up the yard. Play hide-and-go seek while wearing glow sticks, or make your own camp lantern using an empty peanut butter jar
and a battery operated candle.
“The important part is making the adventure your own, Swenson said. “We’ve given you some ideas to get started and hope you share
your adventures with us to inspire others.”
 
For more ideas, visit OutdoorNebraska.org/CampAtHomeNE.
 
For a list of all Game and Parks cancellations, postponements and closures, go to: OutdoorNebraska.org/healthinfo. For more detailed
information about how coronavirus cancellations may affect customers, check the Frequently Asked Questions page at
OutdoorNebraska.gov/covid19faqs or use the Contact Us form at OutdoorNebraska.gov/contact. Past news release are available online:
http://magazine.outdoornebraska.gov/category/news/
 
Military Department
 
NEW A total of 228 Nebraska National Guard Soldiers and Airmen are supporting COVID-19 response efforts in Nebraska.
 
Three mobile testing teams continue to provide support to local health districts. As of Wednesday, they have collected 1,468 test
samples in 8 counties across the state in support of local health districts.
 
Teams are prepared to provide staff support for alternate housing (dorms) on UNO, UNL, UNK campuses.
 
Distribution of PPE from Lincoln to health districts is ongoing.
 
The Nebraska National Guard continues to provide logistical and planning support to our local, state and federal partners.
 
National Guard personnel supporting COVID-19 response are receiving health checks themselves at least twice daily.
 
The Nebraska National Guard will be updating this album with photos throughout the COVID-19 response
 
Nebraska Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (NCDHH)
 
NCDHH has the following VLOGs online relating to COVID-19:
 
COVID-19: Educational Resources & Communication Access NCDHH Executive Director John Wyvill discusses the importance of ensuring
you and your child are prepared and receiving education information during transition to remote-learning.
 
COVID-19: Deaf and Hard of Hearing Organizations Stress Importance of Communication Access NCDHH Behavioral Health Coordinator
Carly Weyers provides information on how to best keep informed with full communication access on announcements related to COVID-
19.







 
COVID-19: NCDHH Offices and Social Distancing Information regarding preventative measures to keep you and the NCDHH team healthy
featuring Behavioral Health Coordinator, Carly Weyers.
 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal’s Office
 
NEW The Nebraska State Fire Marshal has developed an electronic burn permit that can be used by fire chiefs across the state
beginning today. It allows fire departments to review, approve and issue burn permits without having to meet in-person with those who
are requesting them, thus promoting social distancing and reducing the risk of COVID-19 transmission to the firefighting community.
 
To obtain a PDF copy of the electronic burn permit, or to find out more, a fire chief can contact Assistant State Fire Marshal Doug
Hohbein by email at doug.hohbein@nebraska.gov and request one. Requirements for the proper issuance and use of the permit are
included on page 2 of the permit.
 
The issuance and use of electronic burn permits will terminate 30 days after the COVID-19 declared State of Emergency has been
withdrawn.”
 
Nebraska State Patrol
 
NEW The Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) has partnered with two Lincoln businesses to develop a product that could save thousands of
pieces of personal protective equipment. The product will allow NSP troopers and investigators to use gas masks with reusable filters
rather than N95 masks at crime scenes.
 
Every NSP trooper and investigator has a gas mask, but filters for the current gas masks are in short supply during the COVID-19
pandemic. In searching for a solution, NSP personnel located several hundred filters, which were made to fit a different design of gas
mask, which was previously used by NSP. However, those filters did not fit the current gas masks.
 
Working with Lincoln businesses Kawasaki Motors and IntoMetal, an adapter has been produced that allows current gas masks to work
with the different model of filter. Kawasaki was able to perfect a design for the adapter and IntoMetal was able to quickly produce the
adapter using a 3D printer. The adapters are already being distributed for use throughout the state.
 
“This is tremendous work by our team and personnel from Kawasaki and IntoMetal,” said Colonel Bolduc. “This project has the potential
to save thousands of pieces of PPE, such as N95 masks and face shields. By reducing our need for those valuable resources, hopefully
the limited supplies can be diverted to medical workers and others working on the front lines against COVID-19.”
 
This project is intended for the masks to be used at crime scenes or during investigations. Troopers will not be wearing gas masks during
regular patrols or on traffic stops.
 
NSP is also eager to share this design with any other law enforcement entities throughout the country that could potentially benefit
from combining the MSA Millennium gas mask with the MSA 3-lug bayonet filter cartridges designed for the MSA Advantage 1000
mask. Any agency that would like to receive design specifications can find the design at the NSP website.
 
Nebraska State Treasurer’s Office
 
Due to the COVID-19 health crisis, the Unclaimed Property Division offices are closed to the public. Treasurer’s Office staff are available
by phone at 402-471-8497 or 877-572-9688 and will continue to process claims mailed into the Lincoln office or filed online.
 
Office of the Chief Information Officer Website
 
Updated Malicious cyber threat actors are capitalizing on the global attention surrounding COVID-19 to facilitate scams, distribute
malware, and send phishing emails. We ask all Nebraskans to practice the following safe security habits online:
 
Exercise caution in handling any email with a COVID-19-related subject line, attachment or hyperlink, and be wary of social media pleas,
texts or calls related to COVID-19. Tips for Avoiding Social Engineering and Phishing Attacks: https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas/tips/ST04-
014
Avoid clicking on links in unsolicited emails and be wary of email attachments. Tips for Using Caution with Email Attachments:
https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas/tips/ST04-010
Use trusted sources—such as legitimate, government websites—for up-to-date, fact-based information about COVID-19.
Look at the email address, not just the sender. A genuine email from a legitimate organization would have the organization’s name in
the domain name, indicating that it is coming from someone at the organization.
Do not reveal personal or financial information in an email, and do not respond to email solicitations for this information.







Verify a charity’s authenticity before making donations.
Look for obvious grammatical errors and be wary of any emails that have implied consequences for failure to comply with demands.
 
Communications platforms guidance for individuals and organizations
 
Due to COVID-19, an increasing number of individuals and organizations are turning to communications platforms—such as Webex,
Zoom and Microsoft Teams— for online meetings. In turn, malicious cyber actors are hijacking online meetings that are not secured
with passwords or that use unpatched software.
 
Tips for defending against online meeting hijacking
 
Do not make meetings public. Instead, require a meeting password or use the waiting room feature and control the admittance of
guests.
Do not share a link to a meeting on an unrestricted publicly available social media post. Provide the link directly to specific people.
Manage screen sharing options. Change screen sharing to “Host Only.”
Ensure users are using the updated version of remote access/meeting applications.
Ensure telework policies address requirements for physical and information security.
For more information visit: https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas/alerts/aa20-099a
 
Public Service Commission
 
UPDATED April 12-18 is National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. The Nebraska Public Service Commission encourages
everyone to take time to honor our 911 dispatchers and telecommunicators for everyone thing they do for our citizens and first
responders.
 
The PSC State 911 Department is also sharing COVID-19 guidance for Nebraska Public Service Answering Points (PSAPs) on our State 911
Department webpage @ http://tiny.cc/PSAPCOVID19Guidance
 
Secretary of State’s Office
 
NEW Reminder to voters that May 1 is the last day to send in your mail-in ballot request form.
 
To date, County Clerks/Election Commissioners have received 271,449 ballot requests.
 
In 2016, a Presidential Election year, statewide votes totaled 313,000
 
NEW Poll workers are needed for the Nebraska 2020 Primary Election, May 12. Contact your County Clerk/Election Commissioner to
become a poll worker https://bit.ly/3eoOl9j
 
State Partner Updates
 
American Red Cross
 
In coordination with the FDA, the Red Cross, along with blood industry partners, is seeking people who are fully recovered from the new
coronavirus to sign up to donate plasma to help current COVID-19 patients. People who have fully recovered from COVID-19 have
antibodies in their plasma that can attack the virus. This convalescent plasma is being evaluated as treatment for patients with serious
or immediately life-threatening COVID-19 infections, or those judged by a healthcare provider to be at high risk of progression to severe
or life-threatening disease. To learn more, visit RedCrossBlood.org/plasma4covid.
 
Medical Reserve Corps and Community Emergency Response Teams
 
The Medical Reserve Corps is working with DHHS to help meet staff shortages in long-care facilities. The Eastern Nebraska MRC has
been active in providing behavioral health services for Three Rivers, Douglas County and Sarpy County Health Departments; and is
helping Three Rivers with contact tracing.
 
Hall County Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT) has been called upon to help with Strategic National Stockpile Hubs. This is
a role that they have been training and exercising for the past few years. The Hall County Teams have also been solicited for help
assisting the county election commissioner, who is losing all regular poll workers due to concerns over COVID-19.
 
Central Nebraska MRC has also been involved with the distribution of personal protective equipment (PPE) from the Strategic National
Stockpile throughout the Central Nebraska Area.







 
All MRCs and CERT teams remain at the ready throughout the state and are working with their local partners to better respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic in Nebraska.
 
Natural Resources Districts (NRDs):
 
On Arbor Day weekend (April 24-26), Nebraskans will participate in the statewide Nebraska Tree-A-Thon to celebrate
#ArborDayAtHome by planting and celebrating trees. Communities are collaborating with a coalition including Beyond School Bells and
afterschool providers, the Arbor Day Foundation, Natural Resources Districts, Audubon Nebraska, Nebraska Forest Service, Nebraska
Department of Education and the University of Nebraska. Whether it is planting trees, going on a nature walk, making birdhouses or
posting a tree selfie, Nebraska’s youth and their families are encouraged to join the Tree-A-Thon this year to collectively share in the
importance of trees. Please join the Tree-A-Thon by posting a picture of your family planting and/or celebrating trees with hashtags:
#netreeathon, #treeselfie and #arbordayathome.
 
NRD employees doing field work (checking well levels, testing water and soil, tree planting, etc.) are considered essential workers.
Landowners and the public should allow them to do their work uninterrupted.
 
Want to visit an NRD recreation area? Check for closures and access limitations by visiting: www.nrdnet.org/recreation.
 
University of Nebraska Medical Center  | Nebraska Medicine
 
UNMC experts answer questions about COVID-19 https://www.unmc.edu/coronavirus/media.html
 
Ali Khan, M.D., M.P.H., dean of the University of Nebraska Medical Center College of Public Health, will discuss coronavirus (COVID-19)
on April 21 at 10 a.m. as part of the Omaha Science Café series.
 
To continue social distancing this Science Café will be offered via Facebook Live which can be viewed at:
https://www.facebook.com/ScienceCafeNE/
 
Dr. Khan’s professional career has focused on health security, global health and emerging infectious diseases. He completed a 23-year
career as a senior director at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which he joined as a disease detective, and where
he led and responded to numerous high-profile domestic and international public health emergencies. Dr. Khan also is a former
assistant surgeon general with the U.S. Public Health Service.
 
UNMC has COVID-19 Resources on its website. Nebraska Medicine UNMC have led the world in treatment, training and quarantine
methods for highly infectious diseases since caring for patients during the 2014 Ebola outbreak.
 
Federal Partner Updates
 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention The CDC provides guidance on daily life and coping during
 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) COVID-19 Federal Rural Resource Guide
 
The guide organizes funding opportunities identified in the CARES Act and other federal resources that can support rural America. For
more information on the immediate actions USDA is taking to respond to COVID-19, visit usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)/Center for Disease Control (CDC)
 
Find answers about COVID-19 here: https://faq.coronavirus.gov/
 
National Institutes of Health https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus
 
NIH is a part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. It is the nation’s medical research agency and makes discoveries
that improve health and save lives.
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
 
COVID-19 Pandemic Eligible Emergency Protective Measures Fact Sheet
 
For general information related to the federal response efforts, visit www.fema.gov
 







For rumor control, go to www.fema.gov/Coronavirus-Rumor-Control
 
For information on How to Help
 
Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) https://www.bop.gov/coronavirus/index.jsp
 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
 
The IRS has established a special section focused on steps to help taxpayers, businesses and others affected by the coronavirus. Find
more info here: https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus-tax-relief-and-economic-impact-payments
 
U.S. Department of Treasury has information for those who need financial relief at Your Money and Coronavirus: Resources for
Financial Relief. In addition, check out the department’s information on Assistance for Small Businesses.
 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
 
Get answers to VA related questions about the coronavirus: https://www.va.gov/coronavirus-veteran-frequently-asked-questions/
 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has information on Food Safety and COVID_19
 
The FDA is working with U.S. Government partners to address the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak. Find more
information here: https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-emerging-threats/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19
 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
 
SBA launched a $349 billion emergency loan program last week entitled Paycheck Protection Program, as part of the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES). Visit www.SBA.gov/Coronavirus for information about protecting your business, employees
and customers. SBA issued guidance clarifying that all faith-based organizations impacted by COVID-19 are eligible to participate in the
Paycheck Protection Program and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program, without restrictions based on their religious identity or
activities, to the extent, they meet the eligibility criteria.
 
Other Resources
 
Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University has a COVID-19 map with case information from around
the world. It can be found at https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html as part of the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center website.
The site also includes News & Information, a Data Center, Covid-19 Basics and Videos & Live Events.
 
Mayo Clinic has information about COVID-19 and a COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool on its website.
 
World Health Organization (WHO) information on COVID-19 Pandemic information includes Public Advice a Q&A, Situation Reports and
Myth Busters and more.
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Lincoln Journal Star
15th COVID-19 death reported in Lincoln; Douglas County surpasses 10,000 cases
By Nick McConnell
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department on Wednesday reported a 15th death because of
COVID-19, the community's first since July 17.
 
The man, who was hospitalized, was in his 50s.
 
Fifty new cases were reported, bringing the county's total to 2,945. Sixteen people with COVID-19
were hospitalized in Lincoln, including six from outside Lancaster County.
 
Douglas County topped a milestone Wednesday with 121 new cases, pushing its total to 10,008.
Three deaths were reported in the county, including a man in his 20s. The death toll in Douglas
County is 127.
 
On Wednesday evening, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 25,422
statewide cases and 324 deaths. That includes 265 new cases Wednesday.
 
The 137 patients hospitalized with COVID-19 in Nebraska were the most in more than a month.
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Kearney Hub
10 new regional COVID-19 cases reported Tuesday
 
KEARNEY – Ten new cases of COVID-19 were reported in this region Tuesday by the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services.
 
These includes six in Buffalo County, one in Dawson County, one in Gosper County and two in
Kearney County.
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Since record keeping began March 20, the seven-county Two Rivers Public Health District has
recorded 1,288 cases of COVID-19.
 
Totals in each county, as of 6 p.m. Tuesday, are:
- Dawson - 917
- Buffalo - 293
- Phelps - 32
- Kearney - 22
- Gosper - 14
- Franklin - 9
- Harlan - 1
 
Nebraska has had 25,157 positive cases of COVID-19 and 321 deaths, four of which happened in the
last 24 hours. For more information, visit dhhs.ne.gov.
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Grand Island Independent
TestNebraska tests in Aurora as Central District’s positivity rate rises
By Austin Koeller
 
AURORA — Hamilton County residents were able to get tested for COVID-19 by TestNebraska on
Wednesday in Aurora.
 
Teresa Anderson, health director for the Central District Health Department, said testing was offered
from 2-4 p.m. at East Park Villa, 1704 L St. She said this was the second time testing was offered in
Aurora. The first was last week.
 
TestNebraska in Aurora was made possible by a contract with Memorial Community Health.
 
“We are pleased that we are able to offer testing at in Grand Island and in Aurora because we think
that will increase the number of people who actually get tested,” she said. “What we are finding is
the more slots we offer, the more slots we need to offer. In central Nebraska, it is not always easy to
get a test, so we are doing our best to open up slots as quickly as we can.”
 
When asked how many people got tested, Andrew Hills, emergency response coordinator for CDHD,
said the organization had scheduled 70 tests Wednesday.
 
Anderson said CDHD’s overall COVID-19 positivity rate is 12%. The rate is 15% in Hall County, 6% in
Hamilton County and 10% in Merrick County. She said the results are from 250 COVID-19 tests.
 
The results for Wednesday’s tests will not be available until at least Saturday, Anderson said.
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Last week, Anderson said the overall positivity rate for the Central District was 7%, She said it was
exceptionally higher in Hamilton County (17%).
 
“Positivity rate is a hard thing to quantify because no matter what you think, you are going to be
proven wrong,” Hills said. “We could take a guess and say, ‘Last week’s positivity rate might be ‘X’
percent and be the same this week. If it has gone down from one week to the next, does that show a
trend? Or, on that occasion, did we happen to test a lot of infected people?’ It is very difficult to
make a week-by-week decision. You have got to plot this all out and look at it.”
 
On Wednesday, Hills said, volunteers from Memorial Community Health helped conduct the nasal
swabs.
 
Justise Rhoden of Aurora got tested Wednesday.
 
“I had felt a little funny this week. I kept my distance from people and thought since we have the
testing now available here in Aurora, I would take advantage of it,” she said. “The test went really
well. We all know the test is not the most comfortable, but most things in life are not comfortable,
so we just have to do what we can.”
 
Rhoden said she thought having TestNebraska in Aurora was “a great opportunity” to keep COVID-19
testing local. She applauded Memorial Community Health’s site selection.
 
“It is in a really great location, so people can find it,” Rhoden said. “But it is also far enough off that it
is not disrupting the community.”
 
Tina Hunt, marketing director for Memorial Community Health, agreed with Rhoden and said the
TestNebraska site ran “very smoothly” Wednesday.
 
“We are very happy to have East Park Villa and their residents and administration agreed to use this
as (location) a test area,” she said. “It is important there are more options available for individuals
who are ill. We see patients at our clinic and are able to do testing there, as well. So the two
scenarios work well together.”
 
TestNebraska is scheduled to be at East Park Villa in Aurora from 2-4 p.m. every Wednesday through
Aug. 26. Those interested in getting tested through TestNebraska must complete the assessment at
testnebraska.com to determine whether they qualify.
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Sioux City Journal
Tyson to launch expanded COVID-19 testing of workers, add 200 health care jobs
By Dave Dreeszen
 
SIOUX CITY -- Tyson Foods plans to launch regular, weekly testing of its workforce, as part of a
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stepped-up effort to avert spread of the virus, like the outbreaks that sickened thousands of
employees and idled or slowed production at several of the company's area meat plants this spring.
 
As part of an expanded monitoring program it will announce Thursday morning, Tyson also will hire
nearly 200 nurses and administrative support personnel to support the 400 people that are now part
of the company's health services team.
 
The expanded roster of nurses will conduct the on-site tests and assist with care management,
coordinating treatment for employees who contract the respiratory disease.
 
To support the increased staffing strategy, Tyson also will create a chief medical officer position at
the corporate level.
 
Four company representatives shared details of Tyson's new monitoring initiative with a Journal
reporter during a Zoom meeting Wednesday.
 
"This is a very proactive way for us to do our best to stay ahead of this virus, rather than what we’ve
experienced in the recent past," Hector Gonzalez, Tyson's senior vice president for human resources,
told The Journal.
 
In the initial stages of the pandemic, Tyson and other meatpackers struggled to contain the virus in
plants, where workers traditionally work side by side in production lines and often share crowded
locker rooms and cafeteria and rides to work.
 
Tyson already has tested around 40,000 workers, or nearly a third of its  workforce. Of its 122,000
employees, less than 1 percent, or about 1,200, are active COVID-19 cases, according to the
company.
 
The company conducted mass testing at several plants where large-scale outbreaks occurred,
including its flagship beef plant in Dakota City, just across the border from Sioux City. By far the
metro area's largest employer, the plant temporarily shut down in early May after nearly 790 of the
4,500 workers and contractors tested positive for the virus.
 
Tyson also temporarily idled several other plants, including pork facilities in Storm Lake, Columbus
Junction, Perry and Waterloo, Iowa, and Madison, Nebraska, after hundreds of workers were
infected.
 
Under its expanded monitoring approach, the company will test thousands of workers each week
across all of its 140 facilities.
 
"That will be ongoing all the time," Tyson senior vice president Scott Brooks, who leads the
company’s COVID testing efforts, told The Journal.
 
"As we expand this, we're going to be touching even those facilities where we don't know if we have
any cases," he said. "So it's going to be a significant expansion."







 
While it's not logistically possible to test all workers every week, the monitoring program will provide
a sample of the workforce, Brooks said.
 
Workers with no symptoms may be selected for testing based on an algorithm-based selection
process that considers various scientific data. The number tested each week will be dynamic and
adjusted based on factors, such as the number of positive cases involving plant workers and the
community.
 
Other information also will factor into the weekly testing process, said Dr. Daniel Castillo, chief
medical officer for Matrix Medical, a private clinic services company Tyson retained this year to
conduct on-site screenings.
 
"There are some people, because of their nature of the work, who might interact more with others.
So that data would trigger that algorithm to identify those folks to be tested perhaps more often,"
Castillo said.
 
"It's continuously learning and updating based on up-to-date data, who needs to be tested, how
often and what's the baseline testing rate."
 
Castillo praised Tyson for its forward-thinking approach to mitigating the risk of the virus.
 
"I do believe that this is something other organizations will look to adapt," he said. "I expect that
we'll be hearing a lot more of these type of approaches from other companies."
 
Marc Perrone, international president of the United Food and Commercial Workers, the largest
union representing Tyson hourly workers, urged other industry employers to follow Tyson's lead and
"take immediate action to expand COVID monitoring as we work to flatten the curve.
 
"Together, we will continue to look for new and better ways to protect the health and safety of the
brave frontline workers who are so important to the nation's food production system," Perrone said
in a news release from Tyson.
 
Tyson officials point out the expanded monitoring and increased health staff hiring is the latest in a
series of precautions and safety measures the company has taken since the pandemic struck.
 
Workers have their temperatures taken daily by infrared scanners at plant entrances and also are
required to wear facial coverings.
 
More than 500 social distance monitors also have been installed in plants to track social distancing
efforts and ensure personal protective equipment is worn properly.
 
Workers who test positive receive paid leave and may return to work only after they meet criteria
established by Tyson and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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NET
Legislature Blocks Meatpacking Safety Bill; Debates Abortion Restriction
 
The Nebraska Legislature Wednesday rejected an effort to introduce a bill calling for coronavirus
safety measures in meatpacking plants. And lawmakers debated a bill prohibiting certain abortion
procedures. (By way of caution, this report contains some graphic language).
 
Sen. Tony Vargas wanted to introduce the meatpacking safety bill, which would have included
requirements like 6-foot-distances between workers and required temperature checks. Vargas is the
son of Peruvian immigrants whose father died from COVID-19, and he represents a largely Hispanic
South Omaha district. He said while Nebraskan’s population is 11 percent Hispanic, that group
represents 60 percent of the state’s COVID-19 cases. Vargas said twenty percent of those cases are
among meatpacking workers, not counting infected family members and friends, with 230
hospitalizations and 21 deaths.
 
“COVID-19 has affected us. But the part that’s harder about all of this is that it doesn’t affect all of us
equally. It affects some of our businesses. It affects our well-being. But in terms of the health of
individuals… it’s just hurting people that look like me, and it’s hurting people that look like me that
are working essential jobs that don’t have the choices as to whether they can or cannot show up to
work,” Vargas said.
 
Sen. Joni Albrecht opposed introducing the bill. Albrecht said her district includes a Tyson plant,
which she called the largest packing plant in the country, in Dakota City. She said the plant employs
4,300 people and has had 600 cases of COVID-19, but only seven hospitalizations.
 
“I have not had one phone call to my office from any employee complaining about that plant,”
Albrecht said.
 
Sen. Mike Groene also opposed introducing the bill, saying meatpacking should not be singled out.
 
“Everybody got caught off guard with COVID -- everybody. Every industry. And the private business
has reacted quickly. Twenty one deaths, but when was the last one?” Groene said.
 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services spokesperson Leah Bucco-White said
Wednesday the most recent death from COVID-19 among meatpacking workers was July 12.
 
Sen. Steve Erdman also opposed Vargas’s initiative. Erdman said from talking to people in the
meatpacking industry about safety precautions, he had reached a conclusion.
 
“The virus is not spreading in the meatpacking facilities. The virus is spreading in the six people that
ride together in the car to work; and the people that get together after work and several people live
in the same house; and they’re catching the virus and getting infected outside of the plant,” Erdman
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said.
 
Sen. Tom Brewer said cattle producers and meatpackers in his Sandhills district were worried about
the bill.
 
“They were chilled to the bone. They said if we do this, you will force us to close or reduce
production to a level that will not be sustainable for our businesses,” Brewer said, asking Vargas
“How would you respond to that?”
 
“The concern that you bring up is the exact concern that we should have when we have a hearing,”
Vargas replied.
 
Vargas needed special permission to introduce the bill later than the usual limit of the first 10 days
of the session. Sen. Matt Williams, supporting Vargas, asked rhetorically if something had changed to
justify suspending that rule.
 
“I would argue yes, that there has been something that has changed, and that’s COVID. It has
changed every one of our lives,” Williams said.
 
And Sen. Ernie Chambers suggested the lack of protections for workers showed a double standard.
 
“The work in these plants has been deemed essential. But the workers have been deemed
expendable. That should not and cannot be,” Chambers said.
 
It would have required votes from 30 senators to introduce the bill. Vargas got only 28, with 10
senators opposed and 11 not voting. He later introduced it as an amendment to another bill, and it
will have a public hearing next Thursday. But that bill is not prioritized, making further legislative
action this year extremely unlikely.
 
Wednesday afternoon, senators took up a proposal by Sen. Suzanne Geist to prohibit an abortion
procedure known medically as “dilation and extraction,” or D &E, and called “dismemberment
abortion” by abortion opponents. The procedure is sometimes used in second trimester abortions.
 
“LB814 would end the practice of killing a live baby in the second trimester of pregnancy by pulling
off its arms and legs piece by piece until it either bleeds to death, the spinal cord is cut, or its skull is
crushed,” Geist said.
 
Sen. Megan Hunt opposed the bill, saying it would prohibit what is sometimes the safest procedure
for a woman seeking to end a pregnancy, possibly because of fetal abnormalities.
 
“The decision about the most appropriate method to end a pregnancy – it belongs to the woman
and her doctor. Not with politicians, because every pregnancy is different,” Hunt said.
 
Sen. Adam Morfeld, opposing the bill, said it is unconstitutional, under Supreme Court precedent.
 







“The state cannot put a restriction on abortion that is not medically necessary, because it would
impose an undue burden on a woman’s constitutional right. There is no ambiguity in this,” Morfeld
said.
 
But Sen. Mike Hilgers, supporting the bill, disagreed.
 
“Nebraska has already banned abortions after 20 weeks. The federal government has banned
partial-birth abortions. Whatever the Supreme Court’s jurisprudence is on abortion, it is necessarily
true that the state can prohibit some,” Hilgers said.
 
Senators used up the time allotted for debate without reaching a vote, meaning Geist will have to
show she has enough votes to overcome a filibuster for it to be scheduled for further debate. Her
office said she is working on securing that support, and is optimistic she can get it.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Senators block legislative hearing for meatpacking workers amid pandemic
By Don Walton
 
An impassioned effort by Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha to give meat processing workers and their
advocates an opportunity to bring their concerns about the outbreak of COVID-19 in packing plants
directly to the Legislature fell two votes short of approval Wednesday.
 
Hours later, Vargas filed an amendment to rewrite a pending bill to mandate a series of safety
measures, including a provision requiring 6 feet of distancing between workers on meat processing
production lines.
 
That could be accomplished by slowing production line speeds, staggering work shifts and work
breaks, or adjusting the number of employees in work shifts, according to language in the
amendment.
 
The amendment, which lists a number of other actions that employers would be required to take to
protect workers, would rewrite LB667, which Vargas had introduced to fund youth work
development and training assistance. That bill is currently in the Business and Labor Committee.
 
The senator's proposal to suspend legislative rules to allow introduction of a new bill in the fading
days of this year's session fell just short of meeting the 30-vote threshold, failing on a 28-10 count.
 
Eleven senators who were present chose not to cast a vote.
 
Vargas said his proposal offered an opportunity to determine "if there is anything we can do" to help
alleviate effects of the virus in Nebraska's meat processing plants, where nearly 5,000 workers have
been infected.
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Twenty-one workers have died; 223 have required hospitalization.
 
His proposal would focus on health and safety standards, Vargas said.
 
Vargas, whose father died in New York City in April after a lengthy battle with the virus that included
29 days of hospitalization, is the only Latino member of the Legislature and represents a heavily
Latino legislative district in south Omaha.
 
The meat processing workforce in Nebraska is largely composed of Latino, immigrant and refugee
employees.
 
Vargas said a public hearing would allow senators to "hear what is happening on both sides" of the
issue by also giving a voice to company representatives who say they've taken aggressive action to
protect employees by providing face masks and shields, along with scrubbing and sanitizing the
workplace.
 
Workers on the rapidly moving production lines labor shoulder-to-shoulder and often directly across
from one another.
 
Opponents of the Vargas motion centered on the actions already taken by the plants to protect
workers, and a number of senators stressed the importance of protecting Nebraska agriculture by
keeping the meat processing plants fully operational.
 
Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon pointed to the impact on the cattle industry "if we do something that
grinds this to a halt," either by forcing closure or "reducing production to a level that is not
sustainable."
 
"We all need them open," Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston said.
 
Sen. Matt Williams of Gothenburg said the large Tyson meat processing plant in Lexington has "really
stepped up and implemented all that they can," following a series of recommendations provided by
the University of Nebraska Medical Center.
 
But, he said, he would support Vargas so that "workers will have an opportunity to share their
stories (and) the industry will have an opportunity to share specific things they have done and how
they have stepped up" to meet the challenge.
 
Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus, the sole member of the Legislature who has contracted the virus, said
he believes plants are taking the advice of UNMC and responding with worker protections. But he
voted to support a legislative hearing.
 
"We can at least listen and figure out a way to respond," Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha said. "Let
them be heard."
 







Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard argued that "the virus is not spreading in the meatpacking facilities,"
but rather among workers who live in crowded conditions and are "getting infected outside the
plant."
 
Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte said "this issue already has been addressed" by the meat
processing plants.
 
"I do think plants have this under control with hot spots here and there," Sen. Curt Friesen of
Henderson said.
 
Sen. Sara Howard of Omaha said senators owe a colleague the courtesy of granting his request for a
hearing prior to adjournment of the 2020 legislative session next month because of dramatically
changed conditions.
 
"Please don't expect courtesy if you don't extend it," she said.
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Omaha World Herald
Omaha lawmaker tries another avenue to allow discussion of meatpacking plant
conditions
By Paul Hammel
 
An Omaha senator’s effort to have meatpacking plants adopt additional COVID-19 safety measures
isn’t over, despite a legislative setback Wednesday.
 
State Sen. Tony Vargas, whose South Omaha district includes many workers who labor in slaughter
houses, fell two votes short Wednesday of suspending state legislative rules so he could introduce a
bill, after the bill filing deadline, that would mandate several safety measures.
 
But shortly after the 28-11 vote, Vargas filed an amendment to another of his proposals, Legislative
Bill 667, that contains his packinghouse measure, which includes requiring a 6-foot distance between
workers, slowing down production lines and providing free face masks and shields to workers.
 
He has requested a public hearing on his proposal, which could be scheduled as early as late next
week.
 
“I was elected to continue to fight for people. When one door closes, we look for another door,” the
senator said.
 
Vargas, whose father died of COVID-19 in New York, said during floor debate on Wednesday that he
wanted to give voice to the concerns of the state’s meatpacking plant workers, who work in
crowded facilities that have been hot spots for the virus. Most workers are Latino, who represent
11% of the state’s population but 60% of the state’s 25,000 confirmed cases of coronavirus. Twenty
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percent of all cases have been meatpacking workers.
 
“This is hurting people who look like me,” said Vargas, whose parents emigrated from Peru. “These
are people who are working in our essential jobs, who don’t have the choice of whether to show up
or not for work.”
 
The senator said that holding a public hearing would also allow lawmakers to hear about precautions
being taken by packers, and to learn about the impact of the spread of coronavirus in communities
that host such operations.
 
Opponents of the rules suspension said that meatpackers have already taken precautions, and that
Vargas could accomplish the same goals by conducting interim study hearings this fall after the
legislative session ends. They said that the spread of the virus in packing plants had been largely
contained.
 
“It’s not needed and we don’t have time left,” said State Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston, whose
district includes the nation’s largest packing plant, Tyson Foods in Dakota City, which employs 4,300
workers. Albrecht said her office had not fielded one complaint from a packing plant worker, and she
was convinced, after talking to Tyson officials, that they’d taken all reasonable precautions to
prevent the spread of COVID-19.
 
But supporters of Vargas’ effort said that they’d fielded plenty of concerns, and that allowing at least
a public hearing on the issue in the waning days of the legislative session would help rebuild “trust”
that the Legislature is addressing the leading problems in the state.
 
“The data clearly shows that Hispanics have been disproportionately affected.” Vargas said. “If you
don’t see the urgency in this and the need to act now, then I am at a loss.”
 
Quarantine section: The quarantine section of the legislative chamber, the East Balcony, was down
to one senator Wednesday.
 
State Sen. Julie Slama of Peru announced Wednesday that she had tested negative for COVID-19 and
had been cleared to return to the floor.
 
She had sat in the balcony, which is high above the legislative floor, on Monday and Tuesday after
some family members contracted the virus.
 
Lincoln Sen. Adam Morfeld, however, remained in the East Balcony on Wednesday. Morfeld said he
had been in frequent contact with someone who recently tested positive for the virus, and he had
joined Slama, at a distance, on Tuesday.
 
Neither senator reported having any symptoms. Morfeld, who also tested negative, said he planned
to remain in the balcony until Monday.
 
Making his points: Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne continued a strategy Wednesday used often by the







legislature’s most senior member, Sen. Ernie Chambers, by filing several amendments to bills in an
attempt to grind progress on bills to a halt. At one point, Wayne said he planned to take up the rest
of the session with his filibuster.
 
“Time is on our side,” sang Chambers, voicing the words of a Rolling Stones song. He used the song
to explain that slowing down the process can make one lawmaker very powerful at the end of a
session, when time is short to pass bills.
 
Wayne used his repeated turns on the microphone to discuss cases of racial injustice, educate fellow
senators about the economic disparities in his northeast Omaha district and bemoan the lack of
action on those issues.
 
TOP
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From: Neal, Donald J
To: Goins, Anthony
Cc: Stanton, Thomas; Eickhoff, Susan J; Curran, Dan; Kohout, Lynn; Charleston, Steve; Charleston, Steve; Meschke,


Cassandra M; Bartlett, Philip; Hiatt, Sheryl; Ranjit, Punnya
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Friday, August 6, 2021 11:18:57 AM


Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this amazing opportunity
to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After review of the information provided
by your team earlier this week and meeting internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to
assist DED but we do have a couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to
proceed that are noted below:
 


Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and Lynn
we understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of monitoring
reviews is roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for Home.  Based on our
hourly rates, we would be over the DED threshold and understand a bid process would be
required.
Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of liability
clause that basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the event DED
experience losses in connection with the agreement. It is our understanding that the State
of Nebraska takes the legal position that the limitation of liability is unconstitutional. We will
have to get additional internal approvals to complete this work if selected in the RFP
process. Please note that we would work internally to get approvals prior to submitting an
RFP.
Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance Authority
and the University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to the State of
Nebraska and the DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this project.
 


We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability clause and
independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com
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Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth herein
and is based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts, assumptions and/or
representations included. In rendering our advice, we may consider tax authorities that are
subject to change, retroactively and/or prospectively, and any such changes could affect the
validity of our advice. We will not update our advice for subsequent changes or modifications
to the laws and regulations, or to the judicial and administrative interpretations thereof. The
advice or other information in this document was prepared for the sole benefit of KPMG's
client and may not be relied upon by any other person or organization. KPMG accepts no
responsibility or liability in respect of this document to any person or organization other than
KPMG's client.


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended
solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be
taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. When addressed to our clients any
opinions or advice contained in this email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in
the governing KPMG client engagement letter.
***********************************************************************








From: Kubicek, Craig
To: Kilgore, Robin
Cc: Goins, Anthony
Subject: Economic Development RFP
Date: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 12:37:51 PM
Attachments: RFP 114045 O3 REVISED.pdf


Good Afternoon,
 
As you may know, the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) has an anonymous hotline
number and email for Nebraskans to raise issues about possible waste, mismanagement, or
fraud within government.  In connection with this, we help to provide accurate information to
taxpayers and attempt to correct misperceptions about government.  We try to do so in a
timely manner, believing this to be a valuable service to the State’s citizens.
 
Recently, we received some concerns regarding RFP 114045 O3 and how a provision therein
for granting preference to HBCUs appears to conflict with the Nebraska State Constitution.
 The following is found on page 29 of the attached PDF of that RFP: “Detail how the Bidder
will target regions across the U.S. to recruit students to Nebraska internships. The Department
will preference, Bidders who include HBCUs.” 
 
Article I-30 (“Discrimination or grant of preferential treatment prohibited; public employment,
public education, or public contracting; section, how construed; remedies.”) of the Nebraska
Constitution contains the following:
 
(1) The state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual
or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of
public employment, public education, or public contracting.
 
In order to assist us with the inquiry received, could you please tell me whether this
constitutional prohibition against preferential treatment based on “race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
national origin in the operation of . . . public contracting” was taken into consideration when
including the preferential language for HBCUs in RFP 114045 O3?  If so, could you please
explain how such language was determined to be in accordance with Article I-30?  
 
Thank you very much for your assistance with this inquiry.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Kubicek, CPA, CFE
Deputy Auditor
Auditor of Public Accounts
Room 2303, State Capitol
Lincoln, NE 68509
phone 402-326-3063
craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov
 


This message (including any attachments) contains confidential information
intended for a specific individual and purpose, and is protected by law. If you are
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State of Nebraska Department of Economic Development  
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 



RETURN TO:  
Department of Economic Development 
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
Lincoln, NE 68521 
(402)-471-3749



SOLICITATION NUMBER RELEASE DATE 
RFP 114045 O3 November 9, 2022 



OPENING DATE AND TIME PROCUREMENT CONTACT 
December 21, 2022  2:00 p.m. Central Time Lori Cole 



 



PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! 
SCOPE OF SERVICE 



 
The State of Nebraska (State), Department of Economic Development, is issuing this Request for Proposal (RFP) Number 114045 O3 
for the purpose of selecting qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant functions of the 
InternNE grant program.  A more detailed description can be found in Section V. The resulting contract may not be an exclusive contract 
as the State reserves the right to contract for the same or similar services from other sources now or in the future.  
 
The term of the contract will be two (2) years commencing upon execution of the contract by the State and the Bidder (Parties). The 
Contract includes the option to renew for two (2) additional one (1) year periods upon mutual agreement of the Parties.  The State reserves 
the right to extend the period of this contract beyond the termination date when mutually agreeable to the Parties.  
 
ALL INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL CAN BE FOUND ON THE INTERNET AT:  
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-602.04, State contracts in effect as of January 1, 2014, and contracts 
entered into thereafter, must be posted to a public website.  The resulting contract, the solicitation, and the successful Bidder’s 
proposal or response will be posted to a public website managed by DAS, which can be found at 
http://statecontracts.nebraska.gov.  
 
In addition and in furtherance of the State’s public records Statute (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712 et seq.), all proposals or responses received 
regarding this solicitation will be posted to the State Purchasing Bureau public website.  
 
These postings will include the entire proposal or response. Bidder must request that proprietary information be excluded from 
the posting.  The Bidder must identify the proprietary information, mark the proprietary information according to state law, and 
submit the proprietary information in a separate container or envelope marked conspicuously using an indelible method with 
the words "PROPRIETARY INFORMATION".  The Bidder must submit a detailed written document showing that the release of 
the proprietary information would give a business advantage to named business competitor(s) and explain how the named 
business competitor(s) will gain an actual business advantage by disclosure of information.  The mere assertion that 
information is proprietary or that a speculative business advantage might be gained is not sufficient.  (See Attorney General 
Opinion No. 92068, April 27, 1992)  THE SUPPLIER MAY NOT ASSERT THAT THE ENTIRE PROPOSAL IS PROPRIETARY.  COST 
PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED PROPRIETARY AND ARE A PUBLIC RECORD IN THE STATE OF NEBRASKA. The 
State will then determine, in its sole discretion, if the disclosure of the information designated by the bidder as proprietary 
would 1) give advantage to business competitors and, 2) serve no public purpose. The bidder will be notified of the State’s 
decision. Absent a determination by the State that the information may be withheld pursuant to  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712.05(3)), 
the State will consider all information a public record subject to disclosure. If the State determines it is required to release 
proprietary information, the bidder will be informed. It will be the bidder’s responsibility to defend the bidder’s asserted interest 
in non-disclosure.   
If the agency determines it is required to release proprietary information, the Bidder will be informed.  It will be the Bidder's responsibility 
to defend the Bidder's asserted interest in non-disclosure.   
 
To facilitate such public postings, with the exception of proprietary information, the State of Nebraska reserves a royalty-free, 
nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to copy, reproduce, publish, post to a website, or otherwise use any contract, proposal, or 
response to this solicitation for any purpose, and to authorize others to use the documents.  Any individual or entity awarded 
a contract, or who submits a proposal or response to this solicitation, specifically waives any copyright or other protection the 
contract, proposal, or response to the solicitation may have; and, acknowledges that they have the ability and authority to enter 
into such waiver.  This reservation and waiver is a prerequisite for submitting a proposal or response to this solicitation, and 
award of a contract.  Failure to agree to the reservation and waiver will result in the proposal or response to the solicitation 
being found non-responsive and rejected.   
 
Any entity awarded a contract or submitting a proposal or response to the solicitation agrees not to sue, file a claim, or make a 
demand of any kind, and will indemnify and hold harmless the State and its employees, volunteers, agents, and its elected and 
appointed officials from and against any and all claims, liens, demands, damages, liability, actions, causes of action, losses, 
judgments, costs, and expenses of every nature, including investigation costs and expenses, settlement costs, and attorney 
fees and expenses, sustained or asserted against the State, arising out of, resulting from, or attributable to the posting of the 
contract or the proposals and responses to the solicitation, awards, and other documents. 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
Acceptance Test Procedure: Benchmarks and other performance criteria, developed by the State of Nebraska or other 
sources of testing standards, for measuring the effectiveness of products or services and the means used for testing such 
performance. 
 
Addendum:  Something to be added or deleted to an existing document; a supplement. 
 
 
Agency:  Any state agency, board, or commission other than the University of Nebraska, the Nebraska State colleges, the 
courts, the Legislature, or any other office or agency established by the Constitution of Nebraska.  
 
Agent/Representative:  A person authorized to act on behalf of another. 
 
Amend:  To alter or change by adding, subtracting, or substituting.   
 
Amendment:  A written correction or alteration to a document. 
 
Appropriation:  Legislative authorization to expend public funds for a specific purpose.  Money set apart for a specific use. 
 
Automated Clearing House: (ACH) Electronic network for financial transactions in the United States 
 
Award:  All purchases, leases, or contracts which are based on competitive proposals will be awarded according to the 
provisions in the solicitation.   
 
Best and Final Offer (BAFO):  In a competitive proposal, the final offer submitted which contains the Bidder’s most 
favorable terms for price.  
 
Bid Bond:  An insurance agreement, accompanied by a monetary commitment, by which a third party (the surety) accepts 
liability and guarantees that the Bidder will not withdraw the bid. 
 
Bidder:  A Bidder who submits a proposal in response to a written solicitation. 
 
Breach:  Violation of a contractual obligation by failing to perform or repudiation of one’s own promise. 
 
Business:  Any corporation, partnership, individual, sole proprietorship, joint-stock company, joint venture, or any other 
private legal entity. 
 
Business Day:  Any weekday, except State-recognized holidays. 
 
Calendar Day:  Every day shown on the calendar including Saturdays, Sundays, and State/Federal holidays.   
 
Cancellation: To call off or revoke a purchase order without expectation of conducting or performing it at a later time. 
 
Central Processing Unit (CPU):  Any computer or computer system that is used by the State to store, process, or retrieve 
data or perform other functions using Operating Systems and applications software. 
 
Change Order: Document that provides amendments to an executed purchase order or contract. 
 
Collusion:  An agreement or cooperation between two or more persons or entities to accomplish a fraudulent, deceitful, or 
unlawful purpose. 
 
 
Competition:  The effort or action of two or more commercial interests to obtain the same business from third parties. 
 
Confidential Information: Unless otherwise defined below, “Confidential Information” shall also mean proprietary trade 
secrets, academic and scientific research work which is in progress and unpublished, and other information which if released 
would give advantage to business competitors and serve no public purpose (see Neb. Rev. Stat. §84-712.05(3)).  In 
accordance with Nebraska Attorney General Opinions 92068 and 97033, proof that information is proprietary requires 
identification of specific, named competitor(s) who would be advantaged by release of the information and the specific 
advantage the competitor(s) would receive. 
 
Contract:  An agreement between two or more parties creating obligations that are enforceable or otherwise recognizable at 
law; the writing that sets forth such an agreement.  
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Contract Administration:  The management of the contract which includes and is not limited to; contract signing, contract 
amendments and any necessary legal actions. 
 
Contract Award: Occurs upon execution of the State document titled “Service Contract Award” by the proper authority. 
 
Contract Management: The management of day to day activities at the agency which includes and is not limited to ensuring 
deliverables are received, specifications are met, handling meetings and making payments to the Bidder.  
 
Contract Period: The duration of the contract. 
 
Bidder:  An individual or entity lawfully conducting business in the State, or licensed to do so, who seeks to provide goods or 
services under the terms of a written solicitation. 
 
 
Copyright:  A property right in an original work of authorship fixed in any tangible medium of expression, giving the holder 
the exclusive right to reproduce, adapt and distribute the work.   
 
Critical Program Error: Any Program Error, whether or not known to the State, which prohibits or significantly impairs use 
of the Licensed Software as set forth in the documentation and intended in the contract. 
 
Customer Service: The process of ensuring customer satisfaction by providing assistance and advice on those products or 
services provided by the Bidder. 
 
Default:  The omission or failure to perform a contractual duty.  
 
Deviation: Any proposed change(s) or alteration(s) to either the terms and conditions or deliverables within the scope of the 
written solicitation or contract.   
 
Evaluation: The process of examining an offer after opening to determine the Bidder’s responsibility, responsiveness to 
requirements, and to ascertain other characteristics of the offer that relate to determination of the successful award. 
 
Evaluation Committee:  Committee(s) appointed by the requesting agency that advises and assists the procuring office in 
the evaluation of proposals (offers made in response to written solicitations). 
 
Extension:  Continuance of a contract for a specified duration upon the agreement of the parties beyond the original 
Contract Period.  Not to be confused with “Renewal Period”. 
 
 
Foreign Corporation:  A foreign corporation that was organized and chartered under the laws of another state, government, 
or country. 
 
HBCU:  A historically black college or university. 
 
Interested Party: A person, acting in their personal capacity, or an entity entering into a contract or other agreement 
creating a legal interest therein. 
 
Internship: The employment of a Student in a professional or technical position for a limited period of time, by a business in 
Nebraska, in which the Student (a) gains valuable work experience, (b) increases knowledge that assists with career 
decision-making, and (c) assists the business in accelerating short-term business objectives. 
 
Invalid Proposal:  A proposal that does not meet the requirements of the solicitation or cannot be evaluated against the 
other proposals. 
 
Late Proposal: An offer received after the Opening Date and Time. 
 
 
Mandatory/Must:  Required, compulsory, or obligatory.  
 
May:  Discretionary, permitted; used to express possibility. 
 
Module (see System):  A collection of routines and data structures that perform a specific function of software. 
 
Must:  See Mandatory/Must and Shall/Will/Must.  
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Open Market Purchase: Authorization may be given to an agency to purchase items above direct purchase authority due to 
the unique nature, price, quantity, location of the using agency, or time limitations by the AS Materiel Division, State 
Purchasing Bureau. 
 
Opening Date and Time:  Specified date and time for the public opening of received, labeled, and sealed formal proposals.   
 
Operating System:  The control program in a computer that provides the interface to the computer hardware and peripheral 
devices, and the usage and allocation of memory resources, processor resources, input/output resources, and security 
resources. 
 
Outsourcing:  The contracting out of a business process which an organization may have previously performed internally or 
has a new need for, to an independent organization from which the process is purchased back. 
 
 
Performance Bond:  An insurance agreement, accompanied by a monetary commitment, by which a third party (the surety) 
accepts liability and guarantees that the Bidder fulfills any and all obligations under the contract.  
 
Platform:  A specific hardware and Operating System combination that is different from other hardware and Operating 
System combinations to the extent that a different version of the Licensed Software product is required to execute properly in 
the environment established by such hardware and Operating System combination.  
 
Point of Contact (POC): The person designated to receive communications and to communicate. 
 
Pre-Proposal Conference:  A meeting scheduled for the purpose of clarifying a written solicitation and related expectations. 
 
Product:  Something that is distributed commercially for use or consumption and that is usually (1) tangible personal 
property, (2) the result of fabrication or processing, and (3) an item that has passed through a chain of commercial 
distribution before ultimate use or consumption.  
 
 
Project:  The total scheme, program, or method worked out for the accomplishment of an objective, including all 
documentation, commodities, and services to be provided under the contract. 
 
Proposal: An offer, bid, or quote submitted by a Bidder/vendor in a response to a written solicitation 
 
Proprietary Information:  Proprietary information is defined as trade secrets, academic and scientific research work which 
is in progress and unpublished, and other information which if released would give advantage to business competitors and 
serves no public purpose (see Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-712.05(3)). In accordance with Attorney General Opinions 92068 and 
97033, proof that information is proprietary requires identification of specific named competitor(s) advantaged by release of 
the information and the demonstrated advantage the named competitor(s) would gain by the release of information. 
 
Protest/Grievance:  A complaint about a governmental action or decision related to a solicitation or resultant contract, 
brought by a Bidder who has timely submitted a proposal response in connection with the award in question, to AS Materiel 
Division or another designated agency with the intention of achieving a remedial result. 
 
Public Proposal Opening:  The process of opening correctly submitted offers at the time and place specified in the written 
solicitation and in the presence of anyone who wished to attend.  
 
Recommended Hardware Configuration:  The data processing hardware (including all terminals, auxiliary storage, 
communication, and other peripheral devices) to the extent utilized by the State as recommended by the Bidder. 
 
Release Date:  The date of public release of the written solicitation to seek offers. 
 
Renewal Period:  Optional contract periods subsequent to the original Contract Period for a specified duration with 
previously agreed to terms and conditions.  Not to be confused with Extension.  
 
 
Request for Proposal (RFP):  A written solicitation utilized for obtaining competitive offers.  
 
Responsible Bidder:  A Bidder who has the capability in all respects to perform fully and lawfully all requirements with 
integrity and reliability to assure good faith performance. 
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Responsive Bidder:  A Bidder who has submitted a proposal which conforms to all requirements of the solicitation 
document. 
 
Shall/Will/Must:  An order/command; mandatory. 
 
Should:  Expected; suggested, but not necessarily mandatory.  
 
Software License:  Legal instrument with or without printed material that governs the use or redistribution of licensed 
software. 
 
 
Sole Source – Services:  A service of such a unique nature that the Bidder selected is clearly and justifiably the only 
practical source to provide the service.  Determination that the Bidder selected is justifiably the sole source is based on 
either the uniqueness of the service or sole availability at the location required.  
 
Specifications:  The detailed statement, especially of the measurements, quality, materials, and functional characteristics, 
or other items to be provided under a contract.  
 
Statutory: These clauses are controlled by state law and are not subject to negotiation.  
 
Student: Any person who: (a) is in 11th or 12th grade in public or private high school; or (b) enrolled  in a college, university, 
or other institution of higher education; or (c) applies for an Internship within twelve months following graduation from a 
college, university, or other institution of higher education.  
 
Sub Contractor: Individual or entity with whom the Bidder enters a contract to perform a portion of the work awarded to the 
Bidder.  
 
System (see Module):  Any collection or aggregation of two (2) or more Modules that is designed to function, or is 
represented by the Bidder as functioning or being capable of functioning, as an entity. 
 
Termination:  Occurs when either Party, pursuant to a power created by agreement or law, puts an end to the contract prior 
to the stated expiration date.  All obligations which are still executory on both sides are discharged but any right based on 
prior breach or performance survives. 
 
Third Party: Any person or entity, including but not limited to fiduciaries, shareholders, owners, officers, managers, 
employees, legally disinterested persons, and sub-Bidders or agents, and their employees.  It shall not include any entity or 
person who is an interested Party to the contract or agreement.  
 
Trade Secret:  Information, including, but not limited to, a drawing, formula, pattern, compilation, program, device, method, 
technique, code, or process that (a) derives independent economic value, actual or potential, from not being known to, and 
not being ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use; and 
(b) is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances to maintain its secrecy (see Neb. Rev. Stat. §87-
502(4)). 
 
Trademark:  A word, phrase, logo, or other graphic symbol used by a manufacturer or Bidder to distinguish its product from 
those of others, registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  
 
Underserved student populations:  For the purposes of the InternNE grant, students attending the following: (1) Nebraska 
schools serving high school students where 35% or more of the total students qualify for free or reduced lunch; (2) Nebraska 
public postsecondary colleges, universities or institutions of higher education where 35% or more of the total students are 
Pell Grant recipients; (3) Nebraska private nonprofit, four year post-secondary colleges, universities or institutions where 
35% or more of the total students are Pell Grant recipients. 
 
Upgrade:  Any change that improves or alters the basic function of a product or service. 
 
Vendor Performance Report:  A report completed by the using agency and submitted to State Purchasing Bureau 
documenting products or services delivered or performed which exceed or fail to meet the terms of the purchase order, 
contract, and/or solicitation specifications. 
 
Vendor:  Inclusive term for any Bidder or Bidder 
 
Will: See Mandatory/Shall/Will/Must.  
 
Work Day:  See Business Day. 
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ACRONYM LIST 
 
 
 
BAFO – Best and Final Offer 
 
COI – Certificate of Insurance 
 
CPU – Central Processing Unit 
 
DAS – Department of Administrative Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RFP – Request for Proposal 
 
SPB – State Purchasing Bureau 
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I. PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE 
 
A. GENERAL INFORMATION  



The solicitation is designed to solicit proposals from qualified Bidder who will be responsible for providing for the 
purpose of selecting qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant 
functions of the InternNE grant program at a competitive and reasonable cost.  Terms and Conditions, Project 
Description and Scope of Work, Proposal instructions, and Cost Proposal Requirements may be found in Sections II 
through VI. 
 
Proposals shall conform to all instructions, conditions, and requirements included in the solicitation.  Prospective 
Bidders are expected to carefully examine all documents, schedules, and requirements in this solicitation, and 
respond to each requirement in the format prescribed.  Proposals may be found non-responsive if they do not conform 
to the solicitation. 
 



B. PROCURING OFFICE AND COMMUNICATION WITH STATE STAFF AND EVALUATORS  
Procurement responsibilities related to this solicitation reside with State Department of Economic Development.  The 
point of contact (POC) for the procurement is as follows: 
 
Name:   Lori A. Cole   
Agency:   Department of Economic Development  
Address:  245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
  Lincoln, NE  68521 
  RFP # 114045 O3   
Telephone: 402-471-3746 
 
E-Mail:  lori.a.cole@nebraska.gov 
 
From the date the solicitation is issued until the Intent to Award is issued, communication from the Bidder is limited 
to the POC listed above.  After the Intent to Award is issued, the Bidder may communicate with individuals the State 
has designated as responsible for negotiating the contract on behalf of the State.  No member of the State 
Government, employee of the State, or member of the Evaluation Committee is empowered to make binding 
statements regarding this solicitation.  The POC will issue any answers, clarifications or amendments regarding this 
solicitation in writing.  Only the SPB or awarding agency can award a contract.  Bidders shall not have any 
communication with, or attempt to communicate or influence any evaluator involved in this solicitation.   
 
The following exceptions to these restrictions are permitted: 
 
1. Contact made pursuant to pre-existing contracts or obligations; 
2. Contact required by the schedule of events or an event scheduled later by the solicitation POC; and 
3. Contact required for negotiation and execution of the final contract. 
 
The State reserves the right to reject a Bidder’s proposal, withdraw an Intent to Award, or terminate a contract if the 
State determines there has been a violation of these procurement procedures.  
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Page 2   
RFP Boilerplate | 07012019 



C. SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
The State expects to adhere to the procurement schedule shown below, but all dates are approximate and subject to 
change.  
 



ACTIVITY DATE/TIME 



1. 5 Release Request for Proposal November 9, 2022 



2. 7 Last day to submit written questions November 23, 2022 



3. 1 State responds to written questions through Request for Proposal 
“Addendum” and/or “Amendment” to be posted to the Internet at:  



http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html  



December 7, 2022 



4. 1 Proposal opening 
Location: Department of Economic Development 
  245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
  Lincoln, NE 68521 



 
December 21, 2022 



 
2:00 p.m. 



 
Central Time 



5. 1 Review for conformance of mandatory requirements December 21, 2022 



6. 1 Evaluation period December 21, 2022– January 
18, 2023 



7. 1 “Oral Interviews/Presentations and/or Demonstrations” (if required) TBD 



8. 1 Post “Letter of Intent to Contract” to Internet at: 



http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
  



January 20, 2023 



9.  Contract finalization period  January 20, 2023 – February 
20, 2023 



10. 1 Contract award February 20, 2023 



11. 2 Bidder start date February 20, 2023 



 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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D. WRITTEN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
Questions regarding the meaning or interpretation of any solicitation provision must be submitted in writing to 
Department of Economic Development and clearly marked “RFP Number 114045 O3; for the purpose of selecting 
qualified Nebraska non-profit entities to provide services necessary to carry out the grant functions of the InternNE 
grant program Questions”.  The POC is not obligated to respond to questions that are received late per the Schedule 
of Events.   
 
Bidders should present, as questions, any assumptions upon which the Bidder's proposal is or might be developed.  
Proposals will be evaluated without consideration of any known or unknown assumptions of a Bidder.  The contract 
will not incorporate any known or unknown assumptions of a Bidder. 
 
It is preferred that questions be sent via e-mail to lori.a.cole@nebraska.gov, but may be delivered by hand or by U.S. 
Mail.  It is recommended that Bidders submit questions using the following format. 
 



Solicitation  Section 
Reference 



Solicitation  
Page Number 



Question 



   
 
Written answers will be posted at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html per the Schedule of Events. 
 
 
 



E. SECRETARY OF STATE/TAX COMMISSIONER REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS (Statutory) 
All Bidders must be authorized to transact business in the State of Nebraska and comply with all Nebraska Secretary 
of State Registration requirements.  The Bidder who is the recipient of an Intent to Award will be required to certify 
that it has complied and produce a true and exact copy of its current (within ninety (90) calendar days of the intent to 
award) Certificate or Letter of Good Standing, or in the case of a sole proprietorship, provide written documentation 
of sole proprietorship and complete the United States Citizenship Attestation Form, available on the Department of 
Administrative Services website at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html.  This must be accomplished 
prior to execution of the contract. 
 
 



F. ETHICS IN PUBLIC CONTRACTING  
The State reserves the right to reject proposals, withdraw an intent to award or award, or terminate a contract if a 
Bidder commits or has committed ethical violations, which include, but are not limited to: 
 
1. Offering or giving, directly or indirectly, a bribe, fee, commission, compensation, gift, gratuity, or anything 



of value to any person or entity in an attempt to influence the bidding process; 
2. Utilize the services of lobbyists, attorneys, political activists, or consultants to influence or subvert the 



bidding process; 
3. Being considered for, presently being, or becoming debarred, suspended, ineligible, or excluded from 



contracting with any state or federal entity: 
4. Submitting a proposal on behalf of another Party or entity; and 
5. Collude with any person or entity to influence the bidding process, submit sham proposals, preclude 



bidding, fix pricing or costs, create an unfair advantage, subvert the proposal, or prejudice the State. 
 
The Bidder shall include this clause in any subcontract entered into for the exclusive purpose of performing this 
contract. 
 
Bidder shall have an affirmative duty to report any violations of this clause by the Bidder throughout the bidding 
process, and throughout the term of this contract for the successful Bidder and their Sub Contractors. 
 



G. DEVIATIONS FROM THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
The requirements contained in the solicitation (Sections II thru VI) become a part of the terms and conditions of the 
contract resulting from this solicitation.  Any deviations from the solicitation in Sections II through VI must be clearly 
defined by the Bidder in its proposal and, if accepted by the State, will become part of the contract.  Any specifically 
defined deviations must not be in conflict with the basic nature of the solicitation, requirements, or applicable state or 
federal laws or statutes.  “Deviation”, for the purposes of this solicitation, means any proposed changes or alterations 
to either the contractual language or deliverables within the scope of this solicitation.  The State discourages 
deviations and reserves the right to reject proposed deviations. 
 



H. SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS  
Bidders should submit one proposal marked on the first page: “ORIGINAL”.  If multiple proposals are submitted, the 
State will retain one copy marked “ORIGINAL” and destroy the other copies.  The Bidder is solely responsible for any 
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variance between the copies submitted. Proposal responses should include the completed Form A, “Bidder Proposal 
Point of Contact”.  Proposals must reference the RFP number and be sent to the specified address.  Please note that 
the address label should appear as specified in Section I B. on the face of each container or Bidder’s proposal 
response packet.  If a recipient phone number is required for delivery purposes, 402-471-3746 should be used.  The 
RFP number should be included in all correspondence.  The State will not furnish packaging and sealing materials.  
It is the Bidder’s responsibility to ensure the solicitation is received in a sealed envelope or container and submitted 
by the date and time indicated in the Schedule of Events.  Sealed proposals must be received in the State Purchasing 
Bureau by the date and time of the proposal opening per the Schedule of Events.  No late proposals will be accepted. 
 
The Request for Proposal form must be manually signed in an indelible manner and returned by the proposal opening 
date and time along with the Bidder’s Request for Proposal along with any other requirements as stated in the Request 
for Proposal document in order for the Bidder’s Request for Proposal response to be evaluated. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Bidder to check the website for all information relevant to this Request for Proposal to 
include addenda and/or amendments issued prior to the opening date.  Website address is as follows:  
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html.  
 
Emphasis should be concentrated on conformance to the solicitation instructions, responsiveness to requirements, 
completeness, and clarity of content. If the Bidder’s proposal is presented in such a fashion that makes evaluation 
difficult or overly time consuming the State reserves the right to reject the proposal as non-conforming. 
 
By signing the “Request for Proposal for Contractual Services” form, the Bidder guarantees compliance with the 
provisions stated in this solicitation. 
 
The State shall not incur any liability for any costs incurred by Bidders in replying to this solicitation, in the 
demonstrations and/or oral presentations, or in any other activity related to bidding on this solicitation. 
 
The Technical and Cost Proposals Template should be presented in separate sections (loose-leaf binders are 
preferred) on standard 8 ½” x 11” paper, except that charts, diagrams and the like may be on fold-outs which, when 
folded, fit into the 8 ½” by 11” format.  Pages may be consecutively numbered for the entire proposal, or may be 
numbered consecutively within sections.  Figures and tables should be numbered consecutively within sections.  
Figures and tables should be numbered and referenced in the text by that number.  They should be placed as close 
as possible to the referencing text. 
 
 



 
I. PROPOSAL PREPARATION COSTS  



The State shall not incur any liability for any costs incurred by Bidders in replying to this solicitation, including any 
activity related to bidding on this solicitation. 
 



J. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
Violation of the terms and conditions contained in this solicitation or any resultant contract, at any time before or after 
the award, shall be grounds for action by the State which may include, but is not limited to, the following: 
 
1. Rejection of a Bidder’s proposal; 
2. Withdrawal of the Intent to Award; 
3. Withdrawal of the Award; 
4. Negative Vendor Performance Report(s) 
5. Termination of the resulting contract; 
6. Legal action; and 
7. Suspension of the Bidder from further bidding with the State for the period of time relative to the 



seriousness of the violation, such period to be within the sole discretion of the State. 
 



K. PROPOSAL CORRECTIONS 
A Bidder may correct a mistake in a proposal prior to the time of opening by giving written notice to the State of intent 
to withdraw the proposal for modification or to withdraw the proposal completely.  Changing a proposal after opening 
may be permitted if the change is made to correct a minor error that does not affect price, quantity, quality, delivery, 
or contractual conditions.  In case of a mathematical error in extension of price, unit price shall govern. 
 



L. LATE PROPOSALS 
Proposals received after the time and date of the proposal opening will be considered late proposals.  Late proposals 
will be returned unopened, if requested by the Bidder and at Bidder's expense.  The State is not responsible for 
proposals that are late or lost regardless of cause or fault. 
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M. PROPOSAL OPENING  
The opening of proposals will be public and the Bidders will be announced.  Proposals WILL NOT be available for 
viewing by those present at the proposal opening. Proposals will be posted to the State Purchasing Bureau website 
once an Intent to Award has been posted to the website.  Information identified as proprietary by the submitting 
Bidder, in accordance with the solicitation and state statute, will not be posted. If the state determines submitted 
information should not be withheld, in accordance with the Public Records Act, or if ordered to release any withheld 
information, said information may then be released. The submitting Bidder will be notified of the release and it shall 
be the obligation of the submitting Bidder to take further action, if it believes the information should not be released.  
(See RFP signature page for further details)  Bidders may contact the State to schedule an appointment for viewing 
proposals after the Intent to Award has been posted to the website.  Once proposals are opened, they become the 
property of the State of Nebraska and will not be returned. 
 



N. REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL/PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 
The proposals will first be examined to determine if all requirements listed below have been addressed and whether 
further evaluation is warranted. Proposals not meeting the requirements may be rejected as non-responsive.  The 
requirements are: 
 
1. Original Request for Proposal for Contractual Services form signed using an indelible method;  
2. Clarity and responsiveness of the proposal; 
3. Completed Corporate Overview;  
4. Completed Sections II through VI; 
5. Completed Technical Approach; and  
6. Completed State Cost Proposal Template. 
 



O. EVALUATION COMMITTEE  
Proposals are evaluated by members of an Evaluation Committee(s).  The Evaluation Committee(s) will consist of 
individuals selected at the discretion of the State.  Names of the members of the Evaluation Committee(s) will not be 
published prior to the intent to award. 
 
Any contact, attempted contact, or attempt to influence an evaluator that is involved with this solicitation may result 
in the rejection of this proposal and further administrative actions. 
 



P. EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS 
All proposals that are responsive to the solicitation will be evaluated.  Each evaluation category will have a maximum 
point potential.  The State will conduct a fair, impartial, and comprehensive evaluation of all proposals in accordance 
with the criteria set forth below.  Areas that will be addressed and scored during the evaluation include: 
 
1. Corporate Overview should include but is not limited to: 



a. the ability, capacity, and skill of the Bidder to deliver and implement the system or project that 
meets the requirements of the solicitation; 



b. the character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the Bidder; 
c. whether the Bidder can perform the contract within the specified time frame; 
d. the quality of vendor performance on prior contracts; 
e. such other information that may be secured and that has a bearing on the decision to award the 



contract; 
2. Technical Approach; and,  
3. Cost Proposal.  



 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-161 allows the quality of performance of previous contracts to be considered when 
evaluating responses to competitively bid solicitations in determining the lowest responsible bidder.  
Information obtained from any Vendor Performance Report (See Terms & Conditions, Section H) may be used in 
evaluating responses to solicitations for goods and services to determine the best value for the State. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 allows for a preference for a resident disabled veteran or business located in a 
designated enterprise zone.  When a state contract is to be awarded to the lowest responsible Bidder, a resident 
disabled veteran or a business located in a designated enterprise zone under the Enterprise Zone Act shall be allowed 
a preference over any other resident or nonresident Bidder, if all other factors are equal. 
 
Resident disabled veterans means any person (a) who resides in the State of Nebraska, who served in the 
United States Armed Forces, including any reserve component or the National Guard, who was discharged 
or otherwise separated with a characterization of honorable or general (under honorable conditions), and 
who possesses a disability rating letter issued by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
establishing a service-connected disability or a disability determination from the United States Department 
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of Defense and (b)(i) who owns and controls a business or, in the case of a publicly owned business, more 
than fifty percent of the stock is owned by one or more persons described in subdivision (a) of this 
subsection and (ii) the management and daily business operations of the business are controlled by one or 
more persons described in subdivision(a) of this subsection. Any contract entered into without compliance 
with this section shall be null and void. 
 
Therefore, if a resident disabled veteran or business located in a designated enterprise zone submits a proposal in 
accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §73-107 and has so indicated on the solicitation cover page under “Bidder must 
complete the following” requesting priority/preference to be considered in the award of this contract, the following will 
need to be submitted by the Bidder within ten (10) business days of request: 
 
1. Documentation from the United States Armed Forces confirming service;  
2. Documentation of discharge or otherwise separated characterization of honorable or general (under 



honorable conditions); 
3. Disability rating letter issued by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs establishing a service-



connected disability or a disability determination from the United States Department of Defense; and 
4. Documentation which shows ownership and control of a business or, in the case of a publicly owned 



business, more than fifty percent of the stock is owned by one or more persons described in subdivision 
(a) of this subsection; and the management and daily business operations of the business are controlled 
by one or more persons described in subdivision (a) of this subsection. 



 
Failure to submit the requested documentation within ten (10) business days of notice will disqualify the Bidder from 
consideration of the preference. 



 
Evaluation criteria weighting will be released with the solicitation.   
 



Q. ORAL INTERVIEWS/PRESENTATIONS AND/OR DEMONSTRATIONS 
 
The State may determine after the completion of the Technical and Cost Proposal evaluation that oral 
interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations are required. Every Bidder may not be given an opportunity to 
interview/present and/or give demonstrations; the State reserves the right, in its discretion, to select only the top 
scoring Bidders to present/give oral interviews. The scores from the oral interviews/presentations and/or 
demonstrations will be added to the scores from the Technical and Cost Proposals.  The presentation process will 
allow the Bidders to demonstrate their proposal offering, explaining and/or clarifying any unusual or significant 
elements related to their proposals. Bidders’ key personnel, identified in their proposal, may be requested to 
participate in a structured interview to determine their understanding of the requirements of this proposal, their 
authority and reporting relationships within their firm, and their management style and philosophy.  Only 
representatives of the State and the presenting Bidder will be permitted to attend the oral interviews/presentations 
and/or demonstrations.  A written copy or summary of the presentation, and demonstrative information (such as 
briefing charts, et cetera) may be offered by the Bidder, but the State reserves the right to refuse or not consider the 
offered materials.  Bidders shall not be allowed to alter or amend their proposals.   
   
Once the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations have been completed, the State reserves the right to 
make an award without any further discussion with the Bidders regarding the proposals received. 
 
Any cost incidental to the oral interviews/presentations and/or demonstrations shall be borne entirely by the Bidder 
and will not be compensated by the State. 
 



R. PRICES 
 



Prices quoted shall be net, including transportation and delivery charges fully prepaid by the Bidder, F.O.B. destination 
named in the solicitation.  No additional charges will be allowed for packing, packages, or partial delivery costs.  When 
an arithmetic error has been made in the extended total, the unit price will govern. 
 
All prices, costs, and terms and conditions outlined in the proposal shall remain fixed and valid commencing on the 
opening date of the proposal until the contract terminates or expires. 
Bidder represents and warrants that all prices for services, now or subsequently specified are as low as and no higher 
than prices which the Bidder has charged or intends to charge customers other than the State for the same or similar 
products and services of the same or equivalent quantity and quality for delivery or performance during the same 
periods of time.  If, during the term of the contract, the Bidder shall reduce any and/or all prices charged to any 
customers other than the State for the same or similar products or services specified herein, the Bidder shall make 
an equal or equivalent reduction in corresponding prices for said specified products or services.   
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All prices set forth in the contract and all prices in addition, which the Bidder may charge under the terms of the 
contract, do not and will not violate any existing federal, state, or municipal law or regulations concerning price 
discrimination and/or price fixing.  Bidder agrees to hold the State harmless from any such violation.  Prices quoted 
shall not be subject to increase throughout the contract period unless specifically allowed by these specifications.  
 
The State reserves the right to deny any requested price increase. No price increases are to be billed to any 
State Agencies prior to written amendment of the contract by the parties. 
 
The State will be given full proportionate benefit of any decreases for the term of the contract. 



 
S. DISCOUNTS 



Prices quoted shall be inclusive of ALL trade discounts. Cash discount terms of less than thirty (30) days will not be 
considered as part of the proposal.  Cash discount periods will be computed from the date of receipt of a properly 
executed claim voucher or the date of completion of delivery of all items in a satisfactory condition, whichever is later. 
 



T. COST CLARIFICATION 
The State reserves the right to review all aspects of cost for reasonableness and to request clarification of any 
proposal where the cost component shows significant and unsupported deviation from industry standards or in areas 
where detailed pricing is required. 



 
 



U. BEST AND FINAL OFFER 
If best and final offers (BAFO) are requested by the State and submitted by the Bidder, they will be evaluated (using 
the stated BAFO criteria), scored, and ranked by the Evaluation Committee.  The State reserves the right to conduct 
more than one Best and Final Offer.  The award will then be granted to the highest scoring Bidder.  However, a Bidder 
should provide its best offer in its original proposal.  Bidders should not expect that the State will request a best and 
final offer. 
 



V. REFERENCE AND CREDIT CHECKS 
The State reserves the right to conduct and consider reference and credit checks.  The State reserves the right to 
use third parties to conduct reference and credit checks.  By submitting a proposal in response to this solicitation, the 
Bidder grants to the State the right to contact or arrange a visit in person with any or all of the Bidder’s clients.    
Reference and credit checks may be grounds to reject a proposal, withdraw an intent to award, or rescind the award 
of a contract.   
 



W. AWARD      
The State reserves the right to evaluate proposals and award contracts in a manner utilizing criteria selected at the 
State's discretion and in the State’s best interest. After evaluation of the proposals, or at any point in the solicitation 
process, the State of Nebraska may take one or more of the following actions: 
 
1. Amend the solicitation; 
2. Extend the time of or establish a new proposal opening time; 
3. Waive deviations or errors in the State’s solicitation process and in Bidder proposals that are not material, 



do not compromise the solicitation process or a Bidder’s proposal, and do not improve a Bidder’s 
competitive position; 



4. Accept or reject a portion of or all of a proposal; 
5. Accept or reject all proposals; 
6. Withdraw the solicitation; 
7. Elect to rebid the solicitation; 
8. Award single lines or multiple lines to one or more Bidders; or, 
9. Award one or more all-inclusive contracts. 



 
 
The solicitation does not commit the State to award a contract.  Once intent to award decision has been determined, 
it will be posted to the Internet at: 
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
 
Any protests must be filed by a Bidder within ten (10) business days after the intent to award decision is posted to 
the Internet.  Grievance and protest procedure is available on the Internet at: 
http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html 
 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html


http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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X. ALTERNATE/EQUIVALENT PROPOSALS 
Bidder may offer proposals which are at variance from the express specifications of the solicitation.  The State 
reserves the right to consider and accept such proposals if, in the judgment of the Materiel Administrator, the proposal 
will result in goods and/or services equivalent to or better than those which would be supplied in the original proposal 
specifications.  Bidder must indicate on the solicitation the manufacturer’s name, number and shall submit with their 
proposal, sketches, descriptive literature and/or complete specifications.  Reference to literature submitted with a 
previous proposal will not satisfy this provision. Proposals which do not comply with these requirements are subject 
to rejection.  In the absence of any stated deviation or exception, the proposal will be accepted as in strict compliance 
with all terms, conditions and specification, and the Bidder shall be held liable therefore. 
 



Y. LUMP SUM OR ”ALL OR NONE” PROPOSALS 
The State reserves the right to purchase item-by-item, by groups or as a total when the State may benefit by so doing.  
Bidders may submit a proposal on an “all or none” or “lump sum” basis, but should also submit a proposal on an item-
by-item basis.  The term “all or none” means a conditional proposal which requires the purchase of all items on which 
proposals are offered and Bidder declines to accept award on individual items; a “lump sum” proposal is one in which 
the Bidder offers a lower price than the sum of the individual proposals if all items are purchased, but agrees to deliver 
individual items at the prices quoted. 
 



Z. EMAIL SUBMISSIONS   
SPB will not accept proposals by email, electronic, voice, or telephone proposals except for one-time purchases 
under $50,000.00.   
 



AA. REJECTION OF PROPOSALS 
The State reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, wholly or in part, in the best interest of the State. 
 



BB. RESIDENT BIDDER 
Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 73-101.01 through 73-101.02, a Resident Bidder shall be allowed a preference against 
a Non-resident Bidder from a state which gives or requires a preference to Bidders from that state.  The preference 
shall be equal to the preference given or required by the state of the Nonresident Bidders. Where the lowest 
responsible bid from a resident Bidder is equal in all respects to one from a nonresident Bidder from a state which 
has no preference law, the resident Bidder shall be awarded the contract.  The provision of this preference shall not 
apply to any contract for any project upon which federal funds would be withheld because of the provisions of this 
preference. 
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II. TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
Bidders should complete Sections II through VI as part of their proposal.  Bidder is expected to read the Terms and 
Conditions and should initial either accept, reject, or reject and provide alternative language for each clause.  The Bidder 
should also provide an explanation of why the Bidder rejected the clause or rejected the clause and provided alternate 
language.  By signing the solicitation, Bidder is agreeing to be legally bound by all the accepted terms and conditions, and any 
proposed alternative terms and conditions submitted with the proposal.  The State reserves the right to negotiate rejected or 
proposed alternative language.  If the State and Bidder fail to agree on the final Terms and Conditions, the State reserves the 
right to reject the proposal.  The State of Nebraska is soliciting proposals in response to this solicitation.  The State of Nebraska 
reserves the right to reject proposals that attempt to substitute the Bidder’s commercial contracts and/or documents for this 
solicitation. 
 
The Bidders should submit with their proposal any license, user agreement, service level agreement, or similar documents 
that the Bidder wants incorporated in the Contract.  The State will not consider incorporation of any document not submitted 
with the Bidder’s proposal as the document will not have been included in the evaluation process.  These documents shall be 
subject to negotiation and will be incorporated as addendums if agreed to by the Parties. 
 
If a conflict or ambiguity arises after the Addendum to Contract Award have been negotiated and agreed to, the Addendum to 
Contract Award shall be interpreted as follows: 
 



1. If only one Party has a particular clause then that clause shall control; 
2. If both Parties have a similar clause, but the clauses do not conflict, the clauses shall be read together; 
3. If both Parties have a similar clause, but the clauses conflict, the State’s clause shall control. 
 



A. GENERAL 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The contract resulting from this solicitation shall incorporate the following documents: 
 
1. Request for Proposal and Addenda; 
2. Amendments to the solicitation; 
3. Questions and Answers;  
4. Bidder’s proposal (Solicitation and properly submitted documents); 
5. The executed Contract and Addendum One to Contract, if applicable; and, 
6. Amendments/Addendums to the Contract. 
  
These documents constitute the entirety of the contract.  
 
Unless otherwise specifically stated in a future contract amendment, in case of any conflict between the incorporated 
documents, the documents shall govern in the following order of preference with number one (1) receiving preference 
over all other documents and with each lower numbered document having preference over any higher numbered 
document: 1) Amendment to the executed Contract with the most recent dated amendment having the highest priority, 
2) executed Contract and any attached Addenda, 3) Amendments to solicitation and any Questions and Answers, 4) 
the original solicitation document and any Addenda, and 5) the Bidder’s submitted Proposal. 
 
Any ambiguity or conflict in the contract discovered after its execution, not otherwise addressed herein, shall be 
resolved in accordance with the rules of contract interpretation as established in the State of Nebraska. 
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B. NOTIFICATION  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Bidder and State shall identify the contract manager who shall serve as the point of contact for the executed contract.  
 
Communications regarding the executed contract shall be in writing and shall be deemed to have been given if 
delivered personally or mailed, by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to the parties at their 
respective addresses set forth below, or at such other addresses as may be specified in writing by either of the parties.  
All notices, requests, or communications shall be deemed effective upon personal delivery or five (5) calendar days 
following deposit in the mail. 
 
 
Either party may change its address for notification purposes by giving notice of the change, and setting forth the new 
address and an effective date. 
 



C. BUYER’S REPRESENTATIVE 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State reserves the right to appoint a Buyer's Representative to manage [or assist the Buyer in managing] the 
contract on behalf of the State.  The Buyer's Representative will be appointed in writing, and the appointment 
document will specify the extent of the Buyer's Representative authority and responsibilities.  If a Buyer's 
Representative is appointed, the Bidder will be provided a copy of the appointment document, and is expected to 
cooperate accordingly with the Buyer's Representative.  The Buyer's Representative has no authority to bind the 
State to a contract, amendment, addendum, or other change or addition to the contract. 
 



D. GOVERNING LAW (Statutory) 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this contract, or any amendment or addendum(s) entered into 
contemporaneously or at a later time, the parties understand and agree that, (1) the State of Nebraska is a sovereign 
state and its authority to contract is therefore subject to limitation by the State’s Constitution, statutes, common law, 
and regulation; (2) this contract will be interpreted and enforced under the laws of the State of Nebraska; (3) any 
action to enforce the provisions of this agreement must be brought in the State of Nebraska per state law; (4) the 
person signing this contract on behalf of the State of Nebraska does not have the authority to waive the State's 
sovereign immunity, statutes, common law, or regulations; (5) the indemnity, limitation of liability, remedy, and other 
similar provisions of the final contract, if any, are entered into subject to the State's Constitution, statutes, common 
law, regulations, and sovereign immunity; and, (6) all terms and conditions of the final contract, including but not 
limited to the clauses concerning third party use, licenses, warranties, limitations of liability, governing law and venue, 
usage verification, indemnity, liability, remedy or other similar provisions of the final contract are entered into 
specifically subject to the State's Constitution, statutes, common law, regulations, and sovereign immunity. 
 
The Parties must comply with all applicable local, state and federal laws, ordinances, rules, orders, and regulations.  
 



E. BEGINNING OF WORK  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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The Bidder shall not commence any billable work until a valid contract has been fully executed by the State and the 
successful Bidder.  The Bidder will be notified in writing when work may begin. 
 



F. AMENDMENT 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
This Contract may be amended in writing, within scope, upon the agreement of both parties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



G. CHANGE ORDERS OR SUBSTITUTIONS 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State and the Bidder, upon the written agreement, may make changes to the contract within the general scope 
of the solicitation.   Changes may involve specifications, the quantity of work, or such other items as the State may 
find necessary or desirable.  Corrections of any deliverable, service, or work required pursuant to the contract shall 
not be deemed a change.  The Bidder may not claim forfeiture of the contract by reasons of such changes.   
 
The Bidder shall prepare a written description of the work required due to the change and an itemized cost sheet for 
the change. Changes in work and the amount of compensation to be paid to the Bidder shall be determined in 
accordance with applicable unit prices if any, a pro-rated value, or through negotiations.  The State shall not incur a 
price increase for changes that should have been included in the Bidder’s proposal, were foreseeable, or result from 
difficulties with or failure of the Bidder’s proposal or performance. 
 
No change shall be implemented by the Bidder until approved by the State, and the Contract is amended to reflect 
the change and associated costs, if any.  If there is a dispute regarding the cost, but both parties agree that immediate 
implementation is necessary, the change may be implemented, and cost negotiations may continue with both Parties 
retaining all remedies under the contract and law. 
 
In the event any product is discontinued or replaced upon mutual consent during the contract period or prior to 
delivery, the State reserves the right to amend the contract or purchase order to include the alternate product at the 
same price.   
 



***Bidder will not substitute any item that has been awarded without prior written approval of SPB*** 
 



H. VENDOR PERFORMANCE REPORT(S) 
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Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The State may document any instance(s) of products or services delivered or performed which exceed or fail to meet 
the terms of the purchase order, contract, and/or solicitation specifications. The State Purchasing Bureau may contact 
the Vendor regarding any such report. Vendor performance report(s) will become a part of the permanent record of 
the Vendor. 
 



I. NOTICE OF POTENTIAL BIDDER BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
If Bidder breaches the contract or anticipates breaching the contract, the Bidder shall immediately give written notice 
to the State.  The notice shall explain the breach or potential breach, a proposed cure, and may include a request for 
a waiver of the breach if so desired.  The State may, in its discretion, temporarily or permanently waive the breach.  
By granting a waiver, the State does not forfeit any rights or remedies to which the State is entitled by law or equity, 
or pursuant to the provisions of the contract.  Failure to give immediate notice, however, may be grounds for denial 
of any request for a waiver of a breach. 
 



J. BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Either Party may terminate the contract, in whole or in part, if the other Party breaches its duty to perform its 
obligations under the contract in a timely and proper manner.  Termination requires written notice of default and a 
thirty (30) calendar day (or longer at the non-breaching Party’s discretion considering the gravity and nature of the 
default) cure period.  Said notice shall be delivered by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, or in person with 
proof of delivery.  Allowing time to cure a failure or breach of contract does not waive the right to immediately terminate 
the contract for the same or different contract breach which may occur at a different time.  In case of default of the 
Bidder, the State may contract the service from other sources and hold the Bidder responsible for any excess cost 
occasioned thereby. OR In case of breach by the Bidder, the State may, without unreasonable delay, make a good 
faith effort to make a reasonable purchase or contract to purchased goods in substitution of those due from the Bidder.  
The State may recover from the Bidder as damages the difference between the costs of covering the breach.  
Notwithstanding any clause to the contrary, the State may also recover the contract price together with any incidental 
or consequential damages defined in UCC Section 2-715, but less expenses saved in consequence of Bidder’s 
breach. 
 
The State’s failure to make payment shall not be a breach, and the Bidder shall retain all available statutory remedies 
and protections. 
 



K. NON-WAIVER OF BREACH 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



 
 
 



   



 
The acceptance of late performance with or without objection or reservation by a Party shall not waive any rights of 
the Party nor constitute a waiver of the requirement of timely performance of any obligations remaining to be 
performed. 
 



L. SEVERABILITY  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
If any term or condition of the contract is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal or in conflict with 
any law, the validity of the remaining terms and conditions shall not be affected, and the rights and obligations of the 
parties shall be construed and enforced as if the contract did not contain the provision held to be invalid or illegal. 
 



M. INDEMNIFICATION  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
1. GENERAL 



The Bidder agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the State and its employees, volunteers, agents, 
and its elected and appointed officials (“the indemnified parties”) from and against any and all third party 
claims, liens, demands, damages, liability, actions, causes of action, losses, judgments, costs, and expenses 
of every nature, including investigation costs and expenses, settlement costs, and attorney fees and 
expenses (“the claims”), sustained or asserted against the State for personal injury, death, or property loss 
or damage, arising out of, resulting from, or attributable to the willful misconduct, negligence, error, or 
omission of the Bidder, its employees, Sub Contractors, consultants, representatives, and agents, resulting 
from this contract, except to the extent such Bidder liability is attenuated by any action of the State which 
directly and proximately contributed to the claims. 
 



2. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (Optional) 
The Bidder agrees it will, at its sole cost and expense, defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the indemnified 
parties from and against any and all claims, to the extent such claims arise out of, result from, or are 
attributable to, the actual or alleged infringement or misappropriation of any patent, copyright, trade secret, 
trademark, or confidential information of any third party by the Bidder or its employees, Sub Contractors, 
consultants, representatives, and agents; provided, however, the State gives the Bidder prompt notice in 
writing of the claim.  The Bidder may not settle any infringement claim that will affect the State’s use of the 
Licensed Software without the State’s prior written consent, which consent may be withheld for any reason. 
 
If a judgment or settlement is obtained or reasonably anticipated against the State’s use of any intellectual 
property for which the Bidder has indemnified the State, the Bidder shall, at the Bidder’s sole cost and 
expense, promptly modify the item or items which were determined to be infringing, acquire a license or 
licenses on the State’s behalf to provide the necessary rights to the State to eliminate the infringement, or 
provide the State with a non-infringing substitute that provides the State the same functionality.  At the 
State’s election, the actual or anticipated judgment may be treated as a breach of warranty by the Bidder, 
and the State may receive the remedies provided under this solicitation. 
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3. PERSONNEL 



The Bidder shall, at its expense, indemnify and hold harmless the indemnified parties from and against any 
claim with respect to withholding taxes, worker’s compensation, employee benefits, or any other claim, 
demand, liability, damage, or loss of any nature relating to any of the personnel, including Sub Contractors 
and their employees, provided by the Bidder. 
 



4. SELF-INSURANCE 
The State of Nebraska is self-insured for any loss and purchases excess insurance coverage pursuant to 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-8,239.01 (Reissue 2008). If there is a presumed loss under the provisions of this 
agreement, Bidder may file a claim with the Office of Risk Management pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 81-
8,829 – 81-8,306 for review by the State Claims Board. The State retains all rights and immunities under the 
State Miscellaneous (Section 81-8,294), Tort (Section 81-8,209), and Contract Claim Acts (Section 81-
8,302), as outlined in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-8,209 et seq. and under any other provisions of law and accepts 
liability under this agreement to the extent provided by law. 



 
5. The Parties acknowledge that Attorney General for the State of Nebraska is required by statute to 



represent the legal interests of the State, and that any provision of this indemnity clause is subject to the 
statutory authority of the Attorney General. 
 



N. ATTORNEY'S FEES  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
In the event of any litigation, appeal, or other legal action to enforce any provision of the contract, the Parties agree 
to pay all expenses of such action, as permitted by law and if ordered by the court, including attorney's fees and 
costs, if the other Party prevails. 
 



O. PERFORMANCE BOND  
  
  



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The Bidder may be required to supply a cashier’s check or a bond executed by a corporation authorized to contract 
surety in the State of Nebraska, payable to the State of Nebraska, which shall be valid for the life of the contract to 
include any renewal and/or extension periods.  The amount of the cashier’s check or bond must be fifty percent (50%) 
of the contract amount.  The check or bond, if required, will guarantee that the Bidder will faithfully perform all 
requirements, terms and conditions of the contract.  If the Bidder chooses to provide a cashier’s check, the check 
must show an expiration date on the check.  Cashier’s checks will only be allowed for contracts for three (3) years or 
less, including all renewal options.  Failure to comply shall be grounds for forfeiture of the check or bond as liquidated 
damages.  Amount of forfeiture will be determined by the agency based on loss to the State.  The bond or cashier’s 
check will be returned when the contract has been satisfactorily completed as solely determined by the State, after 
termination or expiration of the contract. 
 



P. RETAINAGE 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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The State may withhold ten percent (10%) of each payment due as retainage.  The entire retainage amount will be 
payable upon successful completion of the project. Upon completion of the project, the Bidder will invoice the State 
for any outstanding work and for the retainage.  The State may reject the final invoice by identifying the specific 
reasons for such rejection in writing to the Bidder within forty-five (45) calendar days of receipt of the final invoice. 
Otherwise, the project will be deemed accepted and the State will release the final payment and retainage in 
accordance with the contract payment terms. 
 



 
 
 



Q. ASSIGNMENT, SALE, OR MERGER  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
Either Party may assign the contract upon mutual written agreement of the other Party.  Such agreement shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. 
 
The Bidder retains the right to enter into a sale, merger, acquisition, internal reorganization, or similar transaction 
involving Bidder’s business.  Bidder agrees to cooperate with the State in executing amendments to the contract to 
allow for the transaction.  If a third party or entity is involved in the transaction, the Bidder will remain responsible for 
performance of the contract until such time as the person or entity involved in the transaction agrees in writing to be 
contractually bound by this contract and perform all obligations of the contract. 
 



R. CONTRACTING WITH OTHER NEBRASKA POLITICAL SUB-DIVISIONS OF THE STATE OR 
ANOTHER STATE 
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(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
The Bidder may, but shall not be required to, allow agencies, as defined in Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-145, to use this 
contract.  The terms and conditions, including price, of the contract may not be amended.  The State shall not be 
contractually obligated or liable for any contract entered into pursuant to this clause.  A listing of Nebraska political 
subdivisions may be found at the website of the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts. 
 
The Bidder may, but shall not be required to, allow other states, agencies or divisions of other states, or political 
subdivisions of other states to use this contract.  The terms and conditions, including price, of this contract shall apply 
to any such contract, but may be amended upon mutual consent of the Parties.  The State of Nebraska shall not be 
contractually or otherwise obligated or liable under any contract entered into pursuant to this clause.  The State shall 
be notified if a contract is executed based upon this contract. 
 
 



S. FORCE MAJEURE  
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 
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Neither Party shall be liable for any costs or damages, or for default resulting from its inability to perform any of its 
obligations under the contract due to a natural or manmade event outside the control and not the fault of the affected 
Party (“Force Majeure Event”).  The Party so affected shall immediately make a written request for relief to the other 
Party, and shall have the burden of proof to justify the request.  The other Party may grant the relief requested; relief 
may not be unreasonably withheld.  Labor disputes with the impacted Party’s own employees will not be considered 
a Force Majeure Event. 
 



T. CONFIDENTIALITY  
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Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



 
All materials and information provided by the Parties or acquired by a Party on behalf of the other Party shall be 
regarded as confidential information.  All materials and information provided or acquired shall be handled in 
accordance with federal and state law, and ethical standards.  Should said confidentiality be breached by a Party, the 
Party shall notify the other Party immediately of said breach and take immediate corrective action. 
 
It is incumbent upon the Parties to inform their officers and employees of the penalties for improper disclosure 
imposed by the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. 552a.  Specifically, 5 U.S.C. 552a (i)(1), which is made applicable by 5 
U.S.C. 552a (m)(1), provides that any officer or employee, who by virtue of his/her employment or official position 
has possession of or access to agency records which contain individually identifiable information, the disclosure of 
which is prohibited by the Privacy Act or regulations established thereunder, and who knowing that disclosure of the 
specific material is prohibited, willfully discloses the material in any manner to any person or agency not entitled to 
receive it, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not more than $5,000. 
 
 



U. EARLY TERMINATION  
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The contract may be terminated as follows: 
 
1. The State and the Bidder, by mutual written agreement, may terminate the contract at any time. 



 
2. The State, in its sole discretion, may terminate the contract for any reason upon thirty (30) calendar day’s 



written notice to the Bidder.   Such termination shall not relieve the Bidder of warranty or other service 
obligations incurred under the terms of the contract.  In the event of termination the Bidder shall be entitled 
to payment, determined on a pro rata basis, for products or services satisfactorily performed or provided. 
 



3. The State may terminate the contract immediately for the following reasons: 
 
a. if directed to do so by statute; 
b. Bidder has made an assignment for the benefit of creditors, has admitted in writing its inability to 



pay debts as they mature, or has ceased operating in the normal course of business; 
c. a trustee or receiver of the Bidder or of any substantial part of the Bidder’s assets has been 



appointed by a court; 
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d. fraud, misappropriation, embezzlement, malfeasance, misfeasance, or illegal conduct pertaining 
to performance under the contract by its Bidder, its employees, officers, directors, or 
shareholders; 



e. an involuntary proceeding has been commenced by any Party against the Bidder under any one 
of the chapters of Title 11 of the United States Code and (i) the proceeding has been pending for 
at least sixty (60) calendar days; or (ii) the Bidder has consented, either expressly or by operation 
of law, to the entry of an order for relief; or (iii) the Bidder has been decreed or adjudged a debtor; 



f. a voluntary petition has been filed by the Bidder under any of the chapters of Title 11 of the 
United States Code; 



g. Bidder intentionally discloses confidential information; 
h. Bidder has or announces it will discontinue support of the deliverable; and, 
i. In the event funding is no longer available. 



 
V. CONTRACT CLOSEOUT 
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Upon contract closeout for any reason the Bidder shall within 30 days, unless stated otherwise herein: 
 
1. Transfer all completed or partially completed deliverables to the State; 
2. Transfer ownership and title to all completed or partially completed deliverables to the State; 
3. Return to the State all information and data, unless the Bidder is permitted to keep the information or data 



by contract or rule of law.  Bidder may retain one copy of any information or data as required to comply 
with applicable work product documentation standards or as are automatically retained in the course of 
Bidder’s routine back up procedures; 



4. Cooperate with any successor Contactor, person or entity in the assumption of any or all of the obligations 
of this contract; 



5. Cooperate with any successor Contactor, person or entity with the transfer of information or data related to 
this contract; 



6. Return or vacate any state owned real or personal property; and, 
7. Return all data in a mutually acceptable format and manner. 
 
Nothing in this Section should be construed to require the Bidder to surrender intellectual property, real or personal 
property, or information or data owned by the Bidder for which the State has no legal claim.  
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III. BIDDER DUTIES 
 
A. INDEPENDENT BIDDER / OBLIGATIONS 
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It is agreed that the Bidder is an independent Bidder and that nothing contained herein is intended or should be 
construed as creating or establishing a relationship of employment, agency, or a partnership.    
 
The Bidder is solely responsible for fulfilling the contract.  The Bidder or the Bidder’s representative shall be the sole 
point of contact regarding all contractual matters. 
 
The Bidder shall secure, at its own expense, all personnel required to perform the services under the contract.  The 
personnel the Bidder uses to fulfill the contract shall have no contractual or other legal relationship with the State; 
they shall not be considered employees of the State and shall not be entitled to any compensation, rights or benefits 
from the State, including but not limited to, tenure rights, medical and hospital care, sick and vacation leave, 
severance pay, or retirement benefits. 
 
By-name personnel commitments made in the Bidder's proposal shall not be changed without the prior written 
approval of the State.  Replacement of these personnel, if approved by the State, shall be with personnel of equal or 
greater ability and qualifications. 
 
All personnel assigned by the Bidder to the contract shall be employees of the Bidder or a Sub Contractor, and shall 
be fully qualified to perform the work required herein.  Personnel employed by the Bidder or a Sub Contractor  to fulfill 
the terms of the contract shall remain under the sole direction and control of the Bidder or the Sub Contractor  
respectively. 
 
With respect to its employees, the Bidder agrees to be solely responsible for the following: 
 
1. Any and all pay, benefits, and  employment taxes and/or other payroll withholding; 
2. Any and all vehicles used by the Bidder’s employees, including all insurance required by state law; 
3. Damages incurred by Bidder’s employees within the scope of their duties under the contract; 
4. Maintaining Workers’ Compensation and health insurance that complies with state and federal law and 



submitting any reports on such insurance to the extent required by governing law;  
5. Determining the hours to be worked and the duties to be performed by the Bidder’s employees; and, 
6. All claims on behalf of any person arising out of employment or alleged employment (including without limit 



claims of discrimination alleged against the Bidder, its officers, agents, or Sub Contractor   or Sub 
Contractor  s employees) 



 
If the Bidder intends to utilize any Sub Contractor  , the Sub Contractor  's level of effort, tasks, and time allocation 
should be clearly defined in the Bidder’s proposal.  The Bidder shall agree that it will not utilize any Sub Contractor   
not specifically included in its proposal in the performance of the contract without the prior written authorization of the 
State. 
 
The State reserves the right to require the Bidder to reassign or remove from the project any Bidder or Sub Contractor   
employee. 
 
Bidder shall insure that the terms and conditions contained in any contract with a Sub Contractor   does not conflict 
with the terms and conditions of this contract.  
 
The Bidder shall include a similar provision, for the protection of the State, in the contract with any Sub Contractor  
engaged to perform work on this contract. 
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B. EMPLOYEE WORK ELIGIBILITY STATUS 
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The Bidder is required and hereby agrees to use a federal immigration verification system to determine the work 
eligibility status of employees physically performing services within the State of Nebraska. A federal immigration 
verification system means the electronic verification of the work authorization program authorized by the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 8 U.S.C. 1324a, known as the E-Verify Program, or 
an equivalent federal program designated by the United States Department of Homeland Security or other federal 
agency authorized to verify the work eligibility status of an employee. 
 
If the Bidder is an individual or sole proprietorship, the following applies: 
 
1. The Bidder must complete the United States Citizenship Attestation Form, available on the Department of 



Administrative Services website at http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html  
 



2. The completed United States Attestation Form should be submitted with the solicitation response. 
 



3. If the Bidder indicates on such attestation form that he or she is a qualified alien, the Bidder agrees to 
provide the US Citizenship and Immigration Services documentation required to verify the Bidder’s lawful 
presence in the United States using the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program.  
 



4. The Bidder understands and agrees that lawful presence in the United States is required and the Bidder 
may be disqualified or the contract terminated if such lawful presence cannot be verified as required by 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §4-108. 



 
C. COMPLIANCE WITH CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT / 
NONDISCRIMINATION (Statutory) 



The Bidder shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal statutes and regulations regarding civil rights laws 
and equal opportunity employment. The Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act prohibits Bidders of the State of 
Nebraska, and their Sub Contractors, from discriminating against any employee or applicant for employment, with 
respect to hire, tenure, terms, conditions, compensation, or privileges of employment because of race, color, religion, 
sex, disability, marital status, or national origin (Neb. Rev. Stat. §48-1101 to 48-1125).   The Bidder guarantees 
compliance with the Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act, and breach of this provision shall be regarded as a 
material breach of contract.  The Bidder shall insert a similar provision in all Subcontracts for goods and services to 
be covered by any contract resulting from this solicitation. 
 



D. COOPERATION WITH OTHER BIDDERS  
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Bidder may be required to work with or in close proximity to other Bidders or individuals that may be working on same 
or different projects.  The Bidder shall agree to cooperate with such other Bidders or individuals, and shall not commit 
or permit any act which may interfere with the performance of work by any other Bidder or individual.  Bidder is not 
required to compromise Bidder’s intellectual property or proprietary information unless expressly required to do so by 
this contract. 
 
 
 



 
 





http://das.nebraska.gov/materiel/purchasing.html
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E. PERMITS, REGULATIONS, LAWS 
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The contract price shall include the cost of all royalties, licenses, permits, and approvals, whether arising from patents, 
trademarks, copyrights or otherwise, that are in any way involved in the contract.  The Bidder shall obtain and pay for 
all royalties, licenses, and permits, and approvals necessary for the execution of the contract.  The Bidder must 
guarantee that it has the full legal right to the materials, supplies, equipment, software, and other items used to 
execute this contract. 
 



F. OWNERSHIP OF INFORMATION AND DATA / DELIVERABLES  
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The State shall have the unlimited right to publish, duplicate, use, and disclose all information and data developed or 
obtained by the Bidder on behalf of the State pursuant to this contract. 
 
The State shall own and hold exclusive title to any deliverable developed as a result of this contract.  Bidder shall 
have no ownership interest or title, and shall not patent, license, or copyright, duplicate, transfer, sell, or exchange, 
the design, specifications, concept, or deliverable. 
 



G. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 
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The Bidder shall throughout the term of the contract maintain insurance as specified herein and provide the State a 
current Certificate of Insurance/Acord Form (COI) verifying the coverage.  The Bidder shall not commence work on 
the contract until the insurance is in place.  If Bidder subcontracts any portion of the Contract the Bidder must, 
throughout the term of the contract, either: 
 
1. Provide equivalent insurance for each Sub Contractor and provide a COI verifying the coverage for the 



Sub Contractor; 
2. Require each Sub Contractor to have equivalent insurance and provide written notice to the State that the 



Bidder has verified that each Sub Contractor has the required coverage; or, 
3. Provide the State with copies of each Sub Contractor’s Certificate of Insurance evidencing the required 



coverage. 
 



The Bidder shall not allow any Sub Contractor to commence work until the Sub Contractor has equivalent insurance.  
The failure of the State to require a COI, or the failure of the Bidder to provide a COI or require Sub Contractor 
insurance shall not limit, relieve, or decrease the liability of the Bidder hereunder. 
 
In the event that any policy written on a claims-made basis terminates or is canceled during the term of the contract 
or within three (3) years of termination or expiration of the contract, the Bidder shall obtain an extended discovery or 
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reporting period, or a new insurance policy, providing coverage required by this contract for the term of the contract 
and three (3) years following termination or expiration of the contract. 
  
If by the terms of any insurance a mandatory deductible is required, or if the Bidder elects to increase the mandatory 
deductible amount, the Bidder shall be responsible for payment of the amount of the deductible in the event of a paid 
claim. 
 
Notwithstanding any other clause in this Contract, the State may recover up to the liability limits of the insurance 
policies required herein. 
 
1. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE 



The Bidder shall take out and maintain during the life of this contract the statutory Workers’ Compensation 
and Employer's Liability Insurance for all of the contactors’ employees to be engaged in work on the project 
under this contract and, in case any such work is sublet, the Bidder shall require the Sub Contractor   similarly 
to provide Worker's Compensation and Employer's Liability Insurance for all of the Sub Contractor  ’s 
employees to be engaged in such work.  This policy shall be written to meet the statutory requirements for 
the state in which the work is to be performed, including Occupational Disease.  The policy shall include 
a waiver of subrogation in favor of the State.  The COI shall contain the mandatory COI subrogation 
waiver language found hereinafter.  The amounts of such insurance shall not be less than the limits stated 
hereinafter.  For employees working in the State of Nebraska, the policy must be written by an entity 
authorized by the State of Nebraska Department of Insurance to write Workers’ Compensation and 
Employer’s Liability Insurance for Nebraska employees. 
 



2. COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE AND COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 
The Bidder shall take out and maintain during the life of this contract such Commercial General Liability 
Insurance and Commercial Automobile Liability Insurance as shall protect Bidder and any Sub Contractor  
performing work covered by this contract from claims for damages for bodily injury, including death, as well 
as from claims for property damage, which may arise from operations under this contract, whether such 
operation be by the Bidder or by any Sub Contractor   or by anyone directly or indirectly employed by either 
of them, and the amounts of such insurance shall not be less than limits stated hereinafter. 
 
The Commercial General Liability Insurance shall be written on an occurrence basis, and provide 
Premises/Operations, Products/Completed Operations, Independent Bidders, Personal Injury, and 
Contractual Liability coverage.  The policy shall include the State, and others as required by the 
contract documents, as Additional Insured(s).  This policy shall be primary, and any insurance or 
self-insurance carried by the State shall be considered secondary and non-contributory.  The COI 
shall contain the mandatory COI liability waiver language found hereinafter. The Commercial 
Automobile Liability Insurance shall be written to cover all Owned, Non-owned, and Hired vehicles. 
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REQUIRED INSURANCE COVERAGE 



COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY  



General Aggregate  $2,000,000 



Products/Completed Operations 
Aggregate 



$2,000,000 



Personal/Advertising Injury  $1,000,000 per occurrence 



Bodily Injury/Property Damage  $1,000,000 per occurrence 



Medical Payments $10,000 any one person 



Damage to Rented Premises (Fire) $300,000 each occurrence 



Contractual Included 



XCU Liability (Explosion, Collapse, and 
Underground Damage) 



Included 



Independent Bidders Included 



Abuse & Molestation Included 



If higher limits are required, the Umbrella/Excess Liability limits are allowed to satisfy the higher limit. 
WORKER’S COMPENSATION 



Employers Liability Limits $500K/$500K/$500K 



Statutory Limits- All States Statutory - State of Nebraska 



Voluntary Compensation Statutory 



COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY  



Bodily Injury/Property Damage  $1,000,000 combined single limit 



Include All Owned, Hired & Non-Owned 
Automobile liability 



Included 



Motor Carrier Act Endorsement Where Applicable 



UMBRELLA/EXCESS LIABILITY 



Over Primary Insurance  $5,000,000 per occurrence 



PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY 



Professional liability (Medical Malpractice)  Limits consistent with Nebraska Medical 
Malpractice Cap Qualification Under Nebraska Excess Fund 



All Other Professional Liability (Errors & 
Omissions)  



$1,000,000 Per Claim / Aggregate 



COMMERCIAL CRIME 



Crime/Employee Dishonesty Including 3rd 
Party Fidelity 



$1,000,000 



CYBER LIABILITY 



Breach of Privacy, Security Breach, Denial 
of Service, Remediation, Fines and 
Penalties 



$10,000,000 



MANDATORY COI SUBROGATION WAIVER LANGUAGE   



“Workers’ Compensation policy shall include a waiver of subrogation in favor of the State of 
Nebraska.” 



MANDATORY COI LIABILITY WAIVER LANGUAGE 



“Commercial General Liability & Commercial Automobile Liability policies shall name the State of 
Nebraska as an Additional Insured and the policies shall be primary and any insurance or self-
insurance carried by the State shall be considered secondary and non-contributory as additionally 
insured.” 



 
3. EVIDENCE OF COVERAGE 



The Bidder shall furnish the Contract Manager, with a certificate of insurance coverage complying with the 
above requirements prior to beginning work at:  
 
 Department of Economic Development 
 Legal Division 
 245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002 
 Lincoln, NE  68521 
These certificates or the cover sheet shall reference the RFP number, and the certificates shall include the 
name of the company, policy numbers, effective dates, dates of expiration, and amounts and types of 
coverage afforded.  If the State is damaged by the failure of the Bidder to maintain such insurance, then the 
Bidder shall be responsible for all reasonable costs properly attributable thereto. 
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Reasonable notice of cancellation of any required insurance policy must be submitted to the contract 
manager as listed above when issued and a new coverage binder shall be submitted immediately to ensure 
no break in coverage. 
 



4. DEVIATIONS 
The insurance requirements are subject to limited negotiation.  Negotiation typically includes, but is not 
necessarily limited to, the correct type of coverage, necessity for Workers’ Compensation, and the type of 
automobile coverage carried by the Bidder. 
 



 
H. ANTITRUST 
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The Bidder hereby assigns to the State any and all claims for overcharges as to goods and/or services provided in 
connection with this contract resulting from antitrust violations which arise under antitrust laws of the United States 
and the antitrust laws of the State. 



 
 



I. CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
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By submitting a proposal, bidder certifies that no relationship exists between the bidder and any person or entity 
which either is, or gives the appearance of, a conflict of interest related to this Request for Proposal or project. 
 
Bidder further certifies that bidder will not employ any individual known by bidder to have a conflict of interest nor 
shall bidder take any action or acquire any interest, either directly or indirectly, which will conflict in any manner or 
degree with the performance of its contractual obligations hereunder or which creates an actual or appearance of 
conflict of interest.   
 
If there is an actual or perceived conflict of interest, bidder shall provide with its proposal a full disclosure of the facts 
describing such actual or perceived conflict of interest and a proposed mitigation plan for consideration.  The State 
will then consider such disclosure and proposed mitigation plan and either approve or reject as part of the overall bid 
evaluation. 
 



J. STATE PROPERTY  
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The Bidder shall be responsible for the proper care and custody of any State-owned property which is furnished for 
the Bidder's use during the performance of the contract.  The Bidder shall reimburse the State for any loss or damage 
of such property; normal wear and tear is expected. 
 



K. SITE RULES AND REGULATIONS  
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The Bidder shall use its best efforts to ensure that its employees, agents, and Sub Contractors comply with site rules 
and regulations while on State premises. If the Bidder must perform on-site work outside of the daily operational hours 
set forth by the State, it must make arrangements with the State to ensure access to the facility and the equipment 
has been arranged.  No additional payment will be made by the State on the basis of lack of access, unless the State 
fails to provide access as agreed to in writing between the State and the Bidder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



L. ADVERTISING  
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The Bidder agrees not to refer to the contract award in advertising in such a manner as to state or imply that the 
company or its goods or services are endorsed or preferred by the State.  Any publicity releases pertaining to the 
project shall not be issued without prior written approval from the State. 
 



M. NEBRASKA TECHNOLOGY ACCESS STANDARDS (Statutory)  
Bidder shall review the Nebraska Technology Access Standards, found at http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-
201.html and ensure that products and/or services provided under the contract are in compliance or will comply with 
the applicable standards to the greatest degree possible.  In the event such standards change during the Bidder’s 
performance, the State may create an amendment to the contract to request the contract comply with the changed 
standard at a cost mutually acceptable to the parties. 
 



N. DISASTER RECOVERY/BACK UP PLAN  
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The Bidder shall have a disaster recovery and back-up plan, of which a copy should be provided upon request to the 
State, which includes, but is not limited to equipment, personnel, facilities, and transportation, in order to continue 
delivery of goods and services as specified under the specifications in the contract in the event of a disaster.   
 



O. DRUG POLICY 
 





http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-201.html


http://nitc.nebraska.gov/standards/2-201.html
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Bidder certifies it maintains a drug free work place environment to ensure worker safety and workplace integrity.  
Bidder agrees to provide a copy of its drug free workplace policy at any time upon request by the State. 
 



P. WARRANTY 
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Despite any clause to the contrary, the Bidder represents and warrants that its services hereunder shall be performed 
by competent personnel and shall be of professional quality consistent with generally accepted industry standards for 
the performance of such services and shall comply in all respects with the requirements of this Agreement.  For any 
breach of this warranty, the Bidder shall, for a period of ninety (90) days from performance of the service, perform the 
services again, at no cost to Customer, or if Bidder is unable to perform the services as warranted, Bidder shall 
reimburse Customer the fees paid to Bidder for the unsatisfactory services.  The rights and remedies of the parties 
under this warranty are in addition to any other rights and remedies of the parties provided by law or equity, including, 
without limitation actual damages, and, as applicable and awarded under the law, to a prevailing party, reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and costs. 
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IV. PAYMENT 
 
A. PROHIBITION AGAINST ADVANCE PAYMENT (Statutory) 
 



Neb. Rev. Stat. §§81-2403 states, “[n]o goods or services shall be deemed to be received by an agency until all such 
goods or services are completely delivered and finally accepted by the agency.” 
 



B. TAXES (Statutory) 
The State is not required to pay taxes and assumes no such liability as a result of this solicitation.  The Bidder may 
request a copy of the Nebraska Department of Revenue, Nebraska Resale or Exempt Sale Certificate for Sales Tax 
Exemption, Form 13 for their records. Any property tax payable on the Bidder's equipment which may be installed in 
a state-owned facility is the responsibility of the Bidder 
 



C. INVOICES  
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Invoices for payments must be submitted by the Bidder to the agency requesting the services with sufficient detail to 
support payment. The terms and conditions included in the Bidder’s invoice shall be deemed to be solely for the 
convenience of the parties.  No terms or conditions of any such invoice shall be binding upon the State, and no action 
by the State, including without limitation the payment of any such invoice in whole or in part, shall be construed as 
binding or estopping the State with respect to any such term or condition, unless the invoice term or condition has 
been previously agreed to by the State as an amendment to the contract.   
 
 



D. INSPECTION AND APPROVAL  
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Final inspection and approval of all work required under the contract shall be performed by the designated State 
officials.   
 
The State and/or its authorized representatives shall have the right to enter any premises where the Bidder or Sub 
Contractor duties under the contract are being performed, and to inspect, monitor or otherwise evaluate the work 
being performed.  All inspections and evaluations shall be at reasonable times and in a manner that will not 
unreasonably delay work. 
 
 
 



E. PAYMENT (Statutory) 
 
 
Payment will be made by the responsible agency in compliance with the State of Nebraska Prompt Payment Act (See 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-2403).  The State may require the Bidder to accept payment by electronic means such as ACH 
deposit. In no event shall the State be responsible or liable to pay for any goods and services provided by the Bidder 
prior to the Effective Date of the contract, and the Bidder hereby waives any claim or cause of action for any such 
services. 
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F. LATE PAYMENT (Statutory) 
The Bidder may charge the responsible agency interest for late payment in compliance with the State of Nebraska 
Prompt Payment Act (See Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-2401 through 81-2408). 
 



G. SUBJECT TO FUNDING / FUNDING OUT CLAUSE FOR LOSS OF APPROPRIATIONS (Statutory) 
The State’s obligation to pay amounts due on the Contract for a fiscal years following the current fiscal year is 
contingent upon legislative appropriation of funds.  Should said funds not be appropriated, the State may terminate 
the contract with respect to those payments for the fiscal year(s) for which such funds are not appropriated.  The 
State will give the Bidder written notice thirty (30) calendar days prior to the effective date of termination.  All 
obligations of the State to make payments after the termination date will cease.  The Bidder shall be entitled to receive 
just and equitable compensation for any authorized work which has been satisfactorily completed as of the termination 
date.  In no event shall the Bidder be paid for a loss of anticipated profit. 
 



H. RIGHT TO AUDIT (First Paragraph is Statutory) 
The State shall have the right to audit the Bidder’s performance of this contract upon a thirty (30) days’ written notice.  
Bidder shall utilize generally accepted accounting principles, and shall maintain the accounting records, and other 
records and information relevant to the contract (Information) to enable the State to audit the contract. (Neb. Rev. 
Stat. §84-304 et seq.) The State may audit and the Bidder shall maintain, the Information during the term of the 
contract and for a period of five (5) years after the completion of this contract or until all issues or litigation are 
resolved, whichever is later.  The Bidder shall make the Information available to the State at Bidder’s place of business 
or a location acceptable to both Parties during normal business hours.  If this is not practical or the Bidder so elects, 
the Bidder may provide electronic or paper copies of the Information.  The State reserves the right to examine, make 
copies of, and take notes on any Information relevant to this contract, regardless of the form or the Information, how 
it is stored, or who possesses the Information.  Under no circumstance will the Bidder be required to create or maintain 
documents not kept in the ordinary course of Bidder’s business operations, nor will Bidder be required to disclose 
any information, including but not limited to product cost data, which is confidential or proprietary to Bidder. 
 



Accept 
(Initial) 



Reject 
(Initial) 



Reject & Provide 
Alternative within 



Solicitation  
Response (Initial) 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 



 
 
 



   



  
The Parties shall pay their own costs of the audit unless the audit finds a previously undisclosed overpayment by the 
State.  If a previously undisclosed overpayment exceeds three (3) percent (3%) of the total contract billings, or if 
fraud, material misrepresentations, or non-performance is discovered on the part of the Bidder, the Bidder shall 
reimburse the State for the total costs of the audit.  Overpayments and audit costs owed to the State shall be paid 
within ninety (90) days of written notice of the claim.  The Bidder agrees to correct any material weaknesses or 
condition found as a result of the audit. 
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V.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SCOPE OF WORK 



 
A. INTRODUCTION  
The InternNE program grant is available to Nebraska employers who provide students with valuable internship opportunities 
to retain students in the State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education, convert students to full-time employment, and 
attract workers to Nebraska by assisting businesses willing to provide paid internships.  The department may provide grants 
for internships to reimburse the cost of wages paid to businesses with less than fifty full-time-equivalent employees. 
 
B. PURPOSE OF THE REQUEST 
The Department is seeking qualified Nebraska-based nonprofit entities to carry out the administrative  functions of the InternNE 
grant program. Bidders are responsible for providing grant management services on behalf of the Department.  Bidders are 
also responsible to use technology to connect students with businesses. 
 
Competitive bids detail the Bidder’s ability to deliver grant management services at a local, regional, or state-wide level. The 
Department will give preference to Bidders whose responses serve: Nebraska employers – both large and small, eligible 
students, and provide equitable access to the grants by all geographic areas of the state.  
 
C. THE GOALS OF THE DEPARTMENT ARE: 



1. To increase the overall numbers of internships in Nebraska 



2. To retain students in the State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education 



3. Attract workers to Nebraska 



4. Convert students to full-time employment in Nebraska 



5. Engage post-secondary education partners in program marketing to employers 



6. Engage the underserved/diverse student population in internships 



Eligible Bidders:  
Bidders must be a Nebraska-based nonprofit entity with an established business presence in Nebraska and perform such 
services primarily from within Nebraska. The Department will give preference to Bidders with experience in grant 
administration. 
 
InternNE Administration Funding: 
The initial amount of InternNE Bidder funding for administration and overhead is determined by the Bidder/Bidders who sign 
agreements with the Department. For ongoing administration and overhead costs, the Department will determine a set amount 
or percentage of available administration funds.  
 
Overview of the Program:  
The Department will review Bidders to evaluate their management and operations, prior success and demonstrated results, 
program plan, outreach plan, and reporting and compliance capability. Bidders selected and approved for participation in 
InternNE will sign an Instrument for Signing and Clarification  with the Department.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for marketing the grant program in their region or state-wide to employers. Bidders will be 
responsible for marketing internships to out of state students and Nebraska students in high school and post-secondary 
education, with an emphasis on marketing to underserved/diverse student populations as defined by the Department.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for setting up a system to receive applications on a continuous basis and award bi-monthly. Bidders 
will work with the Department to ensure grants are provided to employers who are providing valuable internship opportunities. 
Applications submitted for the grant will be scored by a committee. The Department will be responsible for emailing notice of 
award/denial to all Bidders.  
 
Bidders will be responsible for setting up a process for post awards: providing contracts for each awardee of a grant, processing 
reimbursement requests, intaking proof of payment or documentation to back up the reimbursement request, and gather data 
required to report economic impact to Legislature.  
 
DED will review all award cycles for compliance, track and monitor funds monthly, and decide whether to approve cycles as 
recommended by the Bidder. If approved, DED will fund the grant award following verification of the match required, required 
documentation and proof of payment.  
DED will ensure that all InternNE funds have been disbursed by the Bidder as intended and that the program funds are 
accounted for properly, including documentation of any allowable use for administration and overhead.  
 
D. SCOPE OF WORK 
 
The bidder shall/should provide the following information in response to this Request for Proposal. 



1. Organizational Information 
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a. Provide documentation showing that the Bidder is a Nebraska-based nonprofit entity. Bidder must also 



provide proof that it is current in its registration with the State of Nebraska. 



b. Provide documentation showing the legal and organizational structure of the Bidder. 



2. Management and Operations 



a. Describe the capacity, skill, size and experience of the Bidder’s management team, partners and key staff, 



including the staff who will work on managing key aspects of the InternNE grant: grant management 



system, application review and scoring, processing reimbursements and customer service support. 



b. Describe the capacity, skills, size, and experience of the Bidders governing board. Include a list of names 



and affiliations of its Board of Directors or other governing body. 



c. Provide a description of the Bidders grant management system or the system the Bidder intends to utilize 



to manage the grant. Include specifications of the systems capability to handle the different aspects of 



grant management and to protect privacy act information.   



d. Provide a recommendation for use of technology to scale across the state and the U.S.  



e. Provide a description of the Bidder’s internal accounting and administrative control systems and the extent 



to which such systems can provide reasonable assurance the InternNE funds are safeguarded against 



waste, loss, unauthorized use, and misappropriation. For example, provide evidence of one or more of the 



following: a) internal audits b) annual independent audits c) program financial statements d) adequate 



accounting and financial management systems.  



f. Provide a description of the Bidder’s strategic plan and budget, including guidelines for selecting recipients 



of aid, structure, and supervision. Please include a business model detailing the positions that will work on 



the program, duties, and public and private funds that will leverage operations.  



g. Bidder must provide the Department with a written code of ethics and/or standards for professional 



conduct to ensure professionalism, integrity, avoidance of conflict of interest, and professional conduct by 



Bidder and Bidder employees, in carrying out the InternNE grant program. 



 
3. Track Record 



a. Describe the Bidder’s process for evaluating and selecting recipients of aid. 



b. Outline the Bidder’s total capital. For the purpose of this RFP ‘total capital’ is defined as retained earnings 



(including current earning and donations) cash, and debt that is subordinated to the claims of all other 



creditors. 



c. Describe Bidder’s experience in implementing and administering grant programs and aid.  



d. Describe Bidder’s grant aid history, including the structure, types, and size of Bidder’s awarded grant aid.  



e. Describe Bidder’s experience in implementing and administering grant aid to businesses. 



f. Provide a description of the ability of the Bidder to manage increases in the volume of awarding grant aid 



to businesses.  



g. Describe how the Bidder will ensure InternNE grant aid and administration funds are not used for any 



impermissible purposes. 



h. Describe key partnerships the Bidder has with Nebraska employers, secondary institutions, and post-



secondary institutions. 



 
4. Target Market 



a. Identify the Nebraska region the Bidder intends to target and how they will serve the communities in the 



region. If the Bidder identifies a statewide effort, include a description of how the Bidder will ensure 



equitable access to grant aid to all geographic areas of the state. 



b. Detail how the Bidder will encourage students to pursue Nebraska internships to retain students in the 



State of Nebraska at institutions of higher education, convert students to full-time employment, and attract 



workers to Nebraska by assisting businesses willing to provide paid, quality internships.  



c. Detail how the Bidder will target regions across the U.S. to recruit students to Nebraska internships. The 



Department will preference, Bidders who include HBCUs.  



d. Describe any efforts Bidder will take to reach underserved/diverse student populations. 



e. Describe how the Bidder will market the InternNE grant program and internships to Nebraska students in 



high schools and post-secondary education. The marketing plan should contain strategies that target 



underserved student populations as defined by the Department.  



 
 



5. Program Details 



a. Provide a description of the program that Bidder will provide for businesses. Include how the program will 



be designed, implemented, and managed in line with the program guidelines of the Department.   
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i. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating application forms for the grant program. 



Bidders will be responsible for implementing the approved application and ensuring the 



application is easily accessible to potential Bidders. 



ii. For each application submitted to the Bidder, the Bidder will score the application and assess the 



quality of the internship according to InternNE guidelines. Following the completion of the scoring 



of each application, the Bidder will provide the Department with a summary of the applications 



submitted, the internships requested, funding amounts requested and make a recommendation 



on whether to approve or deny an application. After receiving the information, the Department will 



then respond to the recommendations. The Department reserves the right to refuse funding to a 



project, in the Department’s sole discretion.  



iii. When approved by the Department to award an application, the Bidder will execute any 



necessary agreements with the businesses. The Bidder will be responsible for working with DED 



to create a standardized agreement for InternNE awardees.  



iv. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating reimbursement forms for the InternNE grant 



program. Bidders will be responsible for implementing the approved reimbursement forms. 



v. Bidders will be responsible for receiving and processing the reimbursement request from each 



awardee. All requests should be processed in accordance with state requirements.  



vi. Bidders will submit reimbursement requests to the Department with all required forms and 



documentation one a month. The Bidder should do their due diligence and ensure the 



reimbursement requests meets the criteria for reimbursement, before submitting to the 



Department. The Bidder will be responsible for ensuring the request meets the requirements in 



the agreement and that all required documentation has been provided. 



b. Summarize projected outcomes including employer participation in the grant program, retention of 



students in Nebraska institutions of higher education, attracting students to Nebraska with paid internship 



opportunities, and converting students to fulltime employment in Nebraska. 



c. Describe how the Bidder will measure success in the program. 



d. Describe the Bidder’s strategy for achieving retention, attraction, and converting students into full-time 



employment. 



i. Specifically describe how the Bidder will make best efforts to retain students in the State of 



Nebraska at institutions of higher education, the Department would like to see a retention rate of 



at least 45%.   



ii. · Attract out of state students to internships in Nebraska  



iii. · Convert students to full-time employment in Nebraska rates of graduates remaining in Nebraska 



at least one year following graduation as follows: Community Colleges at least 59%, Private, not 



for profit 39%, State Colleges 48%, University of Nebraska 42%. The Department reserves the 



right to adjust this goal based off current economic circumstances. 



6. Reporting and Compliance 



a. Please describe how the Bidder will comply with the requirement to provide required reports to the 



Department. Required reporting would include, but is not limited to: 



i. Description of the demand for internship grants and programs from all geographic regions in 



Nebraska (the Bidder intends to service?) 



ii. The economic impact of the internship grants. Entities should work with an institution of higher 



education or an economist to develop an economic impact. 



iii. An evaluation of the internship grants and programs based on the documented goals of the 



recipients.  



iv. The Bidder will work with the Department in creating reporting forms for the grant program. The 



information will be compiled by the Bidder and provided to the Department no later than May 31 



of each year.  



v. The Department will enter into a MOU with the Department of Labor to ensure the exchange of 



information for each student participating in the program. The Bidder will be responsible for 



providing information to each student who participated in the grant program regarding collection 



of their social security numbers and potential tracking of their employment 3-5 years after 



participating in the program.  



b. Please describe how the Bidder will comply with the requirements in the qualified action plan developed by 



the Department. Requirements include, but are not limited to: 



i. Selection criteria for awarding grants for internships. 



ii. Strategies for affirmatively marketing internships to Nebraska students in high schools, colleges, 



universities, and other institutions of higher education in Nebraska. 











Page 31   
RFP Boilerplate | 07012019 



iii. Strategies to market to underserved student populations as defined by the Department in the 



plan.  



iv. Strategies for marketing internships to targeted regions in the U.S. in order to recruit out of state 



students to Nebraska.  



c. Please describe how the Bidder’s program will meet the objectives of increasing the number of internships, 



conversions to full-time employment, increase the overall workforce. 



d. Please describe how the Bidder will consider public access and longitudinal data tracking partnerships. 



e. The Bidder will work with a third-party management entity to study the current state of internships needed 



in the state and a baseline of internships in the state. 



VI. PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS  
This section documents the requirements that should be met by Bidders in preparing the Technical and Cost Proposal. Bidders 
should identify the subdivisions of “Project Description and Scope of Work” clearly in their proposals; failure to do so may result 
in disqualification.  Failure to respond to a specific requirement may be the basis for elimination from consideration during the 
State’s comparative evaluation. 
 
Proposals are due by the date and time shown in the Schedule of Events.  Content requirements for the Technical and Cost 
Proposal are presented separately in the following subdivisions; format and order: 
 
A. PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 



 
1. CORPORATE OVERVIEW (Delete Corporative Overview if Cost Only) 



The Corporate Overview section of the Technical Proposal should consist of the following subdivisions:  
 
a. BIDDER IDENTIFICATION AND INFORMATION 



The Bidder should provide the full company or corporate name, address of the company's 
headquarters, entity organization (corporation, partnership, proprietorship), state in which the 
Bidder is incorporated or otherwise organized to do business, year in which the Bidder first 
organized to do business and  whether the name and form of organization has changed since first 
organized. 
 



b. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The Bidder should provide financial statements applicable to the firm.  If publicly held, the Bidder 
should provide a copy of the corporation's most recent audited financial reports and statements, 
and the name, address, and telephone number of the fiscally responsible representative of the 
Bidder’s financial or banking organization. 
 
If the Bidder is not a publicly held corporation, either the reports and statements required of a 
publicly held corporation, or a description of the organization, including size, longevity, client base, 
areas of specialization and expertise, and any other pertinent information, should be submitted in 
such a manner that proposal evaluators may reasonably formulate a determination about the 
stability and financial strength of the organization.  Additionally, a non-publicly held firm should 
provide a banking reference. 
 
The Bidder must disclose any and all judgments, pending or expected litigation, or other real or 
potential financial reversals, which might materially affect the viability or stability of the organization, 
or state that no such condition is known to exist.  
 
The State may elect to use a third party to conduct credit checks as part of the corporate overview 
evaluation. 
 



c. CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
If any change in ownership or control of the company is anticipated during the twelve (12) months 
following the proposal due date, the Bidder should describe the circumstances of such change and 
indicate when the change will likely occur.  Any change of ownership to an awarded Bidder(s) will 
require notification to the State. 
 



d. OFFICE LOCATION 
The Bidder’s office location responsible for performance pursuant to an award of a contract with 
the State of Nebraska should be identified. 
 



e. RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE STATE 
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The Bidder should describe any dealings with the State over the previous three (3) years.  If the 
organization, its predecessor, or any Party named in the Bidder’s proposal response has 
contracted with the State, the Bidder should identify the contract number(s) and/or any other 
information available to identify such contract(s).  If no such contracts exist, so declare. 
 



f. BIDDER'S EMPLOYEE RELATIONS TO STATE 
If any Party named in the Bidder's proposal response is or was an employee of the State within 
the past twelve (12) months, identify the individual(s) by name, State agency with whom 
employed, job title or position held with the State, and separation date.  If no such relationship 
exists or has existed, so declare. 
 
If any employee of any agency of the State of Nebraska is employed by the Bidder or is a Sub 
Contractor to the Bidder, as of the due date for proposal submission, identify all such persons by 
name, position held with the Bidder, and position held with the State (including job title and agency).  
Describe the responsibilities of such persons within the proposing organization.  If, after review of 
this information by the State, it is determined that a conflict of interest exists or may exist, the Bidder 
may be disqualified from further consideration in this proposal.  If no such relationship exists, so 
declare. 
 



g. CONTRACT PERFORMANCE 
If the Bidder or any proposed Sub Contractor has had a contract terminated for default during the 
past three (3) years, all such instances must be described as required below.  Termination for 
default is defined as a notice to stop performance delivery due to the Bidder's non-performance or 
poor performance, and the issue was either not litigated due to inaction on the part of the Bidder or 
litigated and such litigation determined the Bidder to be in default. 
 
It is mandatory that the Bidder submit full details of all termination for default experienced during 
the past three (3) years, including the other Party's name, address, and telephone number.  The 
response to this section must present the Bidder’s position on the matter.  The State will evaluate 
the facts and will score the Bidder’s proposal accordingly.  If no such termination for default has 
been experienced by the Bidder in the past three (3) years, so declare. 
 
If at any time during the past three (3) years, the Bidder has had a contract terminated for 
convenience, non-performance, non-allocation of funds, or any other reason, describe fully all 
circumstances surrounding such termination, including the name and address of the other 
contracting Party.   
 



h. SUMMARY OF BIDDER’S CORPORATE EXPERIENCE 
The Bidder should provide a summary matrix listing the Bidder’s previous projects similar to this 
solicitation in size, scope, and complexity.  The State will use no more than three (3) narrative 
project descriptions submitted by the Bidder during its evaluation of the proposal. 
 
The Bidder should address the following: 
 
i. Provide narrative descriptions to highlight the similarities between the Bidder’s 



experience and this solicitation.  These descriptions should include: 
 



a) The time period of the project; 
b) The scheduled and actual completion dates; 
c) The Bidder’s responsibilities;  
d) For reference purposes, a customer name (including the name of a contact 



person, a current telephone number, a facsimile number, and e-mail address); 
and 



e) Each project description should identify whether the work was performed as the 
prime Bidder or as a Sub Contractor.  If a Bidder performed as the prime Bidder, 
the description should provide the originally scheduled completion date and 
budget, as well as the actual (or currently planned) completion date and actual 
(or currently planned) budget.   



 
ii. Bidder and Sub Contractor(s) experience should be listed separately.  Narrative 



descriptions submitted for Sub Contractors should be specifically identified as Sub 
Contractor projects. 
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iii. If the work was performed as a Sub Contractor, the narrative description should identify 
the same information as requested for the Bidders above.  In addition, Sub Contractors 
should identify what share of contract costs, project responsibilities, and time period 
were performed as a Sub Contractor.   



 
i. SUMMARY OF BIDDER’S PROPOSED PERSONNEL/MANAGEMENT APPROACH 



The Bidder should present a detailed description of its proposed approach to the management of 
the project. 
 
The Bidder should identify the specific professionals who will work on the State’s project if their 
company is awarded the contract resulting from this solicitation.  The names and titles of the team 
proposed for assignment to the State project should be identified in full, with a description of the 
team leadership, interface and support functions, and reporting relationships.  The primary work 
assigned to each person should also be identified.   
 
The Bidder should provide resumes for all personnel proposed by the Bidder to work on the project.  
The State will consider the resumes as a key indicator of the Bidder’s understanding of the skill 
mixes required to carry out the requirements of the solicitation in addition to assessing the 
experience of specific individuals. 
 
Resumes should not be longer than three (3) pages.  Resumes should include, at a minimum, 
academic background and degrees, professional certifications, understanding of the process, and 
at least three (3) references (name, address, and telephone number) who can attest to the 
competence and skill level of the individual.  Any changes in proposed personnel shall only be 
implemented after written approval from the State. 
 



j. SUB CONTRACTORS 
If the Bidder intends to Subcontract any part of its performance hereunder, the Bidder should 
provide: 
 
i. name, address, and telephone number of the Sub Contractor(s); 
ii. specific tasks for each Sub Contractor(s); 
iii. percentage of performance hours intended for each Subcontract; and 
iv. total percentage of Sub Contractor(s) performance hours. 
 



2. TECHNICAL APPROACH (Delete Technical Approach if Cost Only) 
The technical approach section of the Technical Proposal should consist of the following subsections:   
 
a. Understanding of the project requirements; 
b. Proposed development approach; 
c. Technical considerations; 
d. Detailed project work plan; and 
e. Deliverables and due dates. 
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Form A 
Bidder Proposal Point of Contact  
Request for Proposal Number 114045 O3 



 
Form A should be completed and submitted with each response to this solicitation.  This is intended to provide the State with 
information on the Bidder’s name and address, and the specific person(s) who are responsible for preparation of the Bidder’s 
response.   
 



Preparation of Response Contact Information 



Bidder Name:  



Bidder Address: 
 
 
 



Contact Person & Title:  



E-mail Address:  



Telephone Number (Office):  



Telephone Number (Cellular):  



Fax Number:  



 
Each Bidder should also designate a specific contact person who will be responsible for responding to the State if any 
clarifications of the Bidder’s response should become necessary.  This will also be the person who the State contacts to set 
up a presentation/demonstration, if required. 
 



Communication with the State Contact Information 



Bidder Name:  



Bidder Address: 
 
 
 



Contact Person & Title:  



E-mail Address:  



Telephone Number (Office):  



Telephone Number (Cellular):  



Fax Number:  
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Per Nebraska’s Transparency in Government Procurement Act, Neb. Rev Stat § 73-603 DAS is required to 
collect statistical information regarding the number of contracts awarded to Nebraska Bidders.  This 
information is for statistical purposes only and will not be considered for contract award purposes. 
 
_____  NEBRASKA BIDDER AFFIDAVIT: Bidder hereby attests that bidder is a Nebraska Bidder.  
“Nebraska Bidder” shall mean any bidder who has maintained a bona fide place of business and at least 
one employee within this state for at least the six (6) months immediately preceding the posting date of this 
Solicitation. 
 



_____  I hereby certify that I am a Resident disabled veteran or business located in a designated enterprise 
zone in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 73-107 and wish to have preference, if applicable, considered in 
the award of this contract. 



REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES FORM 
By signing this Request for Proposal for Contractual Services form, the Bidder guarantees compliance 



with the procedures stated in this Solicitation, and agrees to the terms and conditions unless otherwise 
indicated in writing and certifies that Bidder maintains a drug free work place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORM MUST BE SIGNED MANUALLY IN INK OR BY DOCUSIGN 
 



FIRM:  



COMPLETE ADDRESS:  



TELEPHONE NUMBER:  



FAX NUMBER:  



DATE:  



SIGNATURE:  



TYPED NAME & TITLE OF 
SIGNER: 



 



 



BIDDER  MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING 



_____  I hereby certify that I am a blind person licensed by the Commission for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §71-8611 and wish to have preference considered in the award of this 
contract. 
 












not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure, copying,
or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
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The Latest News
 What Makes Payments Companies Attractive
FIS Appoints Stephanie Ferris as President and CEO
Sightline Payments Secures Investment from J.P. Morgan
V/MA Draw New Scrutiny over Debit-Card Routing
Earnings Preview: Payments Companies Confront Q3
How Fintech Got Banks to Come Around on Open Banking
NRF: YoY Retail Sales Growth Continues
Fifth Circuit Finds CFPB Funding Structure Unconstitutional
Mastercard to Bring Crypto Trading Capabilities to Banks
Bluefin Adds New CRO to Accelerate Growth


TSG Announces 2022 eCommerce Merchant Experience Winners
See who won for their exceptional start-up SMB eCommerce merchant experience, plus
uncover key findings from leaders in the space. continue reading →
 
Catch up on winners of recent TSG awards


 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8kh3q3npV1-WJV7CgSDnW44gy1539czPbW8dvn8W8dVF2mW8hrVrQ9lHpvlW2sFQNp50kpMFW8FZhcc95mRJGW1G1dDt8992hwTswMM2T3t74VSZBFd36xqx9W5zDk6W308kMrN813ZcwvL9kxW3HF1Sh7n6ztTN6L3ZbdrH38GW1D4Lgm6cZY3hW8sDyMG7BLRYVW8ChN9468F3tZW81mb6h4dYHwbW3LNTZP6BlbfnW4cv6f-4WfblpW70DYmw56XH0XV5MQRX5gg6CzVJrf1m66xQdgW7XDL328qNJ2C32Dm1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839133521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=60m9auA6UKHHXR4IuCpqf6dKsjBWcQJp9fip%2F6pTBn4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8l93q3phV1-WJV7CgBFWW5vYJ3P2ZWNllN2ymGR6Nbw26W3HtHyh7Q9sfsW4-ltsk8QJ550W8jsGNb8y4hyMW3dbTV76MCPmkW4fjrPk3CGYgvW3sNjXP6NxtQxVd_xSQ4MPwD4W88CYsq74gcZdM5p1cbTXGjkW13d3bP5xYdvrW2Jhpn-32-y4QW6Bw61l1W7wdnW2Pz4B71KyTQYW1HnQH87Np5TkW1D8SHP89g1KLW8Fj21Y2qN3cZW9k5Lhh13PTDWV4FGsJ6gy0cwW35c-q71nhSb8N1dKG85KtxC6N8v5nlg-n6frW4h_95G2RdqFhW8QLJYj4Z8t53W4Wr8Xq5jvYmdW7n3YQd8TYmrHN212bw1Y_gld36QP1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839133521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5vGYYTXLtUQ8BQu7tEwwOFhQ83ToW28rzHY9ocrMVj8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8kB5nCVVV3Zsc37CgV-CW1-lgCV26_fY3N8_jbpzLKlsYVdrxVg24K68yW1TRvjs9l67vwW2c9HXW2qFmWBW9g0LqW5pVmjDW7YBfQX1GQTqdW5fpPGy4Dqw9PW8VSxJh5b34gVW8-5JSL7lSBzdW7J5C191_0CJSW8__Y1k5H9QY_W7dR0Gh1prwj0W7Bp9XT7P5QNhW293DBv4CPcWFW6F_rPn1hFRbtW3c0vdw7d7rQcW7pdfDk9lxRRHW1SW3SW9gwr2-VQQp0K49Qsg0W1hK3V86N2c_BW5VsqWJ8GPsyGW8t97fy7MKhPYW57lrYX7yNkKhW5dY2m591jTlDW5RCp3_3l3CZdW3krhPH7JWgPFW6wTdYJ5wXk0xW3WSBpS8G64WCW4ykFXc7D5Z5NW3FK3Pp2xPsJmW2GMWL11Xbc4-W6sVn0_7lXs79W90_Xnk2mcrz-W5cC7M998Dwm2W4B1dc421vqZQW45472f5NZPqNN47gsZrt5fLjW6qNqkB2f45l_W8m8Ck483jNr937Vq1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839133521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=csywdkIdidQxVL2v2WdEfJg0Ycfchx5cCEQ3BLpI2LE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8jp5nCTJV3Zsc37CgD13W8HRFsx4q74RXW59nyc05n02f5W2_VxP_5tyVqSF7wXRtByZS7W7QWvPn8lPQm5W7hw9B84ZDk43W82VX0p8f3gXrW56jCgg7frhbQW3MhyGH3BK-xqN3rdgMY25NFmW93M-mm15KbMMW6wmfT621RYwxW1f9KtZ1ydnWKVsh7Sw3zfPwyW3Krp4H4JbyD_N8MF4wVl2x21W50r-M91xlfpPVgVDkp3S8VFSW3D1zXD804DW6W62WVx13GxhS_N4Z5F4M3xq0_W4rF5xN1xJYZWW5k1y_74By_1dW1m3VVq48R9z2W2bdRVW4YSJmYN1QGKHg6nkzwV_pBK_3r_fsHW3lDHPD3-dhgjW3HTR7Z51s1yQW5GhWrV5jb5kcW8jXwtv5BtvKcW8rKHmK7rFbDm34R91&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839133521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3RgtoBdsrQ3hplmajsyV5cs%2FeH%2FNcK7%2BfFlHWDgbnDc%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8kh5nCVBV3Zsc37CgYKVW23Z1Kj2C9sHTN5mC0dCTfxC3VmfNbG4xYWJ6W4B0FW_3zgJL2W4xGBRT8sn5DgW9bD8Tq6-6bL4W7Yc-n795mZG5W620R231vY_mTW24Mb2C92PK5wW3Ssx5R3S-yfRV6WZKK4rFlGrW1C14vm90RXJLW90n7fR5cVRVxVnB_Fb5YtnkTW88bCrr2gbcXYW35QmFR8bzyZxW2r2N356Vm6PJW1_0njl4hG6zRW49lVLt5-SZ_wW1TVjJQ2qPXVDW5rZKyT7BPgTvW4c7qyl4z3QGJN11RDs8bYcnNW3c21rm2Y7rX5W4ygV4S4209n6W5J34Kg9gZn3gW3rlrSk1CLDzZW4Z2ShT3yXPhTW5j59NR1cGJkhW2Z3CTy7V_tmyW3ZNtY48P1RQWW7RXfFf8FGwTgN6RW2hRLr7fTW7r15Hx37Cd73W7MJxtZ2y4YV3W8Hk2Nh56hDv3W4cfwkv2TTLqKW7sfY3054mvhb32CV1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839133521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tfhdITJtnP65xXIOXwxB1qL51hlCOtl3IrGgWA3yGz4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8j_5nCVhV3Zsc37CgLd6W2m9fJF5QK28pW30hCDZ8FN83HW5LpLww6fCBY7W8wr3tk115L_nVpVZnw74YVYkW6ThW-43DQdhgW705HwR8bv4chW6yW8Ch2524SvW8RsnL989LTQ6W4dMDlt1LM5J_N4phXQHsrGhKVSW1S13YP9-cW8HxGL232Cv8XVWn_WQ1kV-MpW3Fxzsm2MGbN2VWp9qY4-k8VGW28jcKR3ZN6NJVhn1TH8HvR8nW5x3m882J4B6BW6QFhwb3HwqxsW9btVCN2mPmcqW8vWDWL5sVcW6W79HGvM2Z1W-VW358rdM2Kdm_XW4P8R7R3P0VFzW8Mdbjy7Q-RqNW97J8yS17xjfqN643pCd187RkW5QpzLs7SZL0QN5_YdQP3KrKcV7YjnF9k0mwDW1sXtK56KBFRHW1Wxzj48prtl_W4bVHgz5yrrR-M2M_YN75GvNW54-n2Z81dQHS3kP61&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839133521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3fvfp4L7CQavjCd0BG4%2FtbkHm3PgXDc6JpWp2dnbECM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8kV3q3n_V1-WJV7CgJ81N64nJ4663WssW8YQ8R_5tWWDhW6rnNMy7mc3KVW8gVFK93kfzfZW2NlQcK8NY03KN6nj1sQB6g7bW1KzyMB5lJcgmW8vQbn85j1W-lW8qqlyZ7B4TQpVMhJzW2NTB8KW7Cg7xZ4RZV5xW2_yH7595_mYYW8LprF015BYWZW8QPhLk4t_fV_W8ksRvT6qGGYnW89jY9q3mwrLVW6nXNdF5Zst9VW6LsyvX2m1lhZW7gNK1c587B90N39PZhdN2g6bW3mlcbY7NJzvmW6h9MQH703PJ4W8DhtGq2MPDDNW223pYv6CXGCLW3DCfdm64hCjcVmLdtB17-zPQ3gfg1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839289723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p4ptRUh8RytzoOfZmliD%2BfqOjHZ0hCxRSxCbkbnKRXg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8lt3q3pBV1-WJV7CgK2WW3Nk0522qQMdCW8RfrkX2jdqSWW7rnDGt17CRGkN3fGpR37cTz1V1kpHj1rrPJ2W8mS_bz5R82QFW7q5kvX3ZnqBXW2M6xfM1_yw4HW9kBxVj5KlQF5W5J499L6N-nZLW18-wgd6_lwMPW8vXcrN6VpFWbW6qqthh3mn7GhW6R1Zdb1QYLNSW3W1N8W50ZGpmW3KXT0J7Dr5PJVS4WJc8L_VC-W4ymjLB51Xn2WW2PbrMb97dTXcW8Frc7P6zXfxGW56_hmc6SBZ1LW4GDdb05VQgh-W5qScZD2gHdhNW4DCNbJ8tVgCFW7jb21g592NLKW2Xn8Lw3t3HHPW28PlGy9jHmtlN1Nt3dSRBnlJW5WyHlc44PCx0W9fdl1169Qc3-3j_h1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839289723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oJyssrEXJKh6kU8oXvOLpJ110h8afa3nqps%2BXifu4Qc%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8lt3q3pBV1-WJV7CgCrfW82R5ZV8GXhWJW3VlLvJ9d8F5FW5yJGDt1g6-XLW8_-3f85RPCdNW3Gqz2q2Bk8LFW8TQhwG5dNgS2W7b9m5V23L9b4W6P9jwQ2-jwJkW3RMvz54p4JJ0W2NnxXk2KP4SQW6dgN588kQYzBW8lqcpS2gWQFrW6sV-RN3KTTPbW3KyNLl2SDgR-W5R8S9G1zpyk4W6Zwywt7RRG5pW7T7ly77LSV0gVBWhds4NCZtjV5LZdH2Lp6BXV31LLR7lQ77KW4trV_z3K9l32VG36Hj6Lmr0PW79zkKG3hhhF3W38Y7Zm3hmCryW2KKqdk6gD9lNW8glm3k4Hx8kXW8pqn2N3kdVn2W7XmWG-4XdpgpN2KR5QY9nJB8W3Pqf9G6kKn-p3q951&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839289723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RNOAYYhosT01K74%2FiudHzBc7Xtas8F9fSeQSKpyyc58%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8jp5nCTJV3Zsc37CgS3TN37CftbYQs8GW4TjM537y73VwVDb5Xv72xmgWW3MxFJj26kQGzN3zVVQM32L3qW6B2K6h5Zmj3KW6P68Ql8J7wgyVZwK5R32-dCvW8rksWc3nMF4MW4dL7-k2wNf76W4t78Rj350WQmW6V5-lj9jz1FmW5GDpKS7sP-vKW3kZbnQ5G2MRNW4y9kD-1_NsMxN5JkVZzqx64bW8fx9D12bCg_ZW4nHFDx43VRYKN5sNVZypRsVsW9krkvl3lcz1RV26w1q24_SlzW3VB20P5vmtRGW33bLk55Nh2b8W1rjTvb1D2Fm9W75NPw31sXsDmW4X6Yyj6KnkF5W47FtQ62D9-VTW8SBR4L5FLZYsW8p3NcL94qh8bW8sqlPG1N_7fwVt91Sn1nD9N5W2vvJ5M3jb-z_3b_C1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839289723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3pgLFCwJu1gjhaf8eY3nRI75VwJ2hN6zyBISEl7xyPI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8jp5nCTJV3Zsc37CgN8nW1LC1jj9bFclnN2NDPYg12Kh3W7W0_KK4b_t8ZVytNgJ5h6_29N454ZL7vPKwMN4P48dRsh9XkW8JG56w3jrgqnW733qpP5M3WHNW5qWrPT3VnhlnW1C36f-83JlDdN1F4ScpZcYRfW2QPdpk8nr-8dW6GFkct6s1cTxW2Md0JW46spStW30bcjw5g5wWyW5373wx1mqswWW2vVxbW1t9kr5W18KDnj4Vw0DDW4YX53M2j3ZqFW3z4GS0557gdjW2WJCym7_FykyW1lrQQR7nLDs1W3Hd7Sz4lQX3YW8CHYL59m0-5bW7xvLyP2rmskrVVC6_C7MQY5qMHz8M-NPNPfW7b3FW127hgBsW14xsYb6nY6MwW7CjLlV7R9tl3W80WD6h5jgjsHN5WBn2VjnqRX3h-K1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839289723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cz4uK9rP2p58%2FrQkvIiNQs42Z4BOCfYo19NYgqoPsCA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8l93q3phV1-WJV7CgGYrW7CsLTK9c19YPW1TTWTd6gvc08W39H1Mm11Q8WHW16dgY433FBjhW8P19Gd4LMmlSW4pjsJ91FPm1CW3wKQbl5RrhKRW5h_-jV7BmHbBW54D42m91gFGLN50fYWCCTfWDW8SFJXl2NmYHJW2Mn6433S53zwW27-qcw4Mn8PMW6_VGDx2Y6lkkW9gmtGt2TK_kxMRbgzJQ7p4bN8ySZRmQ9344VHyFbf1-f1r8W1KGd4-4j5J8HW89w-fd4wcwY9W8NNh_17Vdy3QW27fXf32qMfdyW7RHLbG7VFYmbW7R5Q2s6m04QLW838rjn3TFwLLW4r85GY5PN7KJV3Xsvj1CK0t_W2kw8Nm6bQ9tP35yK1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839289723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nQn1mH%2FMRDObFSsD%2Fd8Yhc13rlwQK%2B4yOKNKBkXeb7w%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8kB3q3nJV1-WJV7CgV9_N30mQK6TwR_zW2cgCWm7PW1vsVmw9MK1xdP8cW5Xc0Pc7k4_TQW3XX3np94jQgnW5nLMn12rxflfN4gw3gFd__L3W23kwPk4TTK7WW6QSjK58VYPDcN6YTgVtn4HyqW37HXm5715-3bN8Tv9KPTXsr3W5SrjxV2mCFJ6N2GlgkJYlZLZW8D3g_Z79Tg_qW7ggCSN6jkGG1W7vWLHR2cLwQ7W4yFBkh234KDYN4h8lzjQBtKcW2Vcc2C32cMFPW3JTlVr3fbSLjN8KgT-kvlkp-W2st9LC4LKxtXW2pXfXh7TkrsN37BL1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839289723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sJiE3TNESaCU%2FX8gT%2FZdA5d8hjqGgT3vzFF%2FOyXGJCw%3D&reserved=0





PaymentsBitesNF_835


PaymentsBites are sourced from TSG's AIM and GEM platforms. Questions?
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NF Title Banners-19


FIS Board Appoints Stephanie Ferris as President and CEO; Gary
Norcross Appointed as Executive Chairman
FIS / 10.18.22
FIS®, a global leader in financial services technology, announced the appointment of
Stephanie L. Ferris as President and CEO. In addition to her current role as President,
Ferris will take over as CEO from Gary A. Norcross who has served as the company’s
CEO for the last eight years and Chairman since 2018. Ferris will assume the President
and CEO role on January 1, 2023, when Norcross takes on the role of Executive
Chairman of the Board. Ferris was also appointed to the FIS Board of Directors.


Sightline Secures Strategic Investment from J.P. Morgan
Businesswire / 10.20.22
Sightline Payments, a leading FinTech specializing in payments technology for the
regulated gaming industry, announced the completion of a funding round following a
strategic investment from J.P. Morgan Payments. As part of this deal, Sightline will work
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with J.P. Morgan Payments to develop an integrated omnichannel solution for resort and
online gaming companies, serving the resort, entertainment, and lodging ecosystem.


Eye on BNPL: Certegy Ties in a Rewards Network, And Klarna
Launches a Search App
Digital Transactions / 10.20.22
The buy now, pay later trend, which soared into prominence as a consumer-payments
option during the Covid pandemic, continues to gain momentum. Certegy Payment
Solutions LLC on Monday said it is working with a Tempe, Ariz.-based Ionia and its
rewards platform to offer a BNPL service leveraging Certegy’s risk-management
technology. Simultaneously, BNPL giant Klarna Bank AB launched Klarna Spotlight, a
search engine allowing consumers to suss out the most favorable prices for products
they’re trying to buy.


Visa, Mastercard Draw New Government Scrutiny Over Debit-
Card Routing
WSJ / 10.17.22
The Federal Trade Commission is investigating whether Visa Inc. and Mastercard Inc.’s
security tokens restrict debit-card routing competition on online payments, according to
people familiar with the matter. The FTC for the past few years has already been probing
whether Visa and Mastercard block merchants from routing payments over other debit-
card networks. The networks acknowledged an FTC probe in regulatory filings in recent
years.


Earnings Preview: Payments Companies Confront Q3 Challenges
PaymentsDive / 10.20.22
Plagued by economic challenges such as inflation, rising interest rates and a strong dollar,
payments executives soon reporting quarterly earnings results are likely preparing for a
darker economic outlook. Although consumer spending has been fairly resilient, the
Federal Reserve has repeatedly raised interest rates this year in an attempt to tamp down
inflation. Companies in the payments space are focused on “what happens if and when
the Fed breaks the back of the consumer to help stop inflation,” said an analyst. That’s
leading companies to gird themselves for an economic slowdown.


Green Dot Fires CEO, Names Replacement
BankingDive / 10.17.22
The leadership change comes amid reports that Green Dot is in a dispute with one of its
contract customers, Uber Technologies. Green Dot alleges the ride-share company isn’t
living up to agreements the companies made. The companies partnered on a product that
allows drivers to receive their earnings in real time. “We generally do not comment on
pending litigation, but we do intend to exercise our legal rights and protect our interests in
this matter,” Alison Lubert, a Green Dot spokesperson, said in August.


PayPal's New Rewards Program Includes Honey Shopping
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Discounts
Engadget / 10.17.22
PayPal is finally doing more with its Honey acquisition. The payments giant has launched
a unified PayPal Rewards program that merges Honey's cash back and discount-finding
features with store offers and other PayPal-specific perks. You now have a single place to
manage and use all the service's money-saving features. This will include a range of "card
products" in the future, the company said.


Dual Pricing Banner
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NF Title Banners-20


How Fintech Got Banks to Come Around on Open Banking
Protocol / 10.17.22
It’s been 12 years since Congress passed the Dodd-Frank Act, the largest Wall Street
reform in American history. The effects of the bill have been far-reaching, but one key
part, Section 1033, has been on hold all this time. The provision was meant to provide
marching orders to banks and fintech firms looking to share data and grow their
businesses by providing new digital services to customers, like budgeting software and
online bill pay.


Indian eCommerce Giant Flipkart Launches Metaverse Shopping
Experience
TechCrunch / 10.17.22
Flipkart has launched a metaverse offering for consumers to more interactively discover
and shop new products, the latest bet from the Indian e-commerce giant as it experiments
with web3 offerings to supercharge its customer experience. The Walmart-backed
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Bengaluru-headquartered firm has partnered with eDAO, a Polygon-incubated firm, to
launch the metaverse offering, which it is calling Flipverse. 


JPMorgan Chase, Taking a Feature from Fintech Rivals, Gives
Some Customers Early Payday Deposits
CNBC / 10.19.22
JPMorgan Chase is giving some customers early access to their direct deposits, a feature
popularized by fintech rivals, as it hopes to attract users to a no-overdraft checking
account. The bank is debuting this feature — which accelerates payments including
payroll, tax refunds, pensions and government benefits by up to two days — for customers
of its Secure Banking product, starting this week, according to Ryan MacDonald, head of
growth financial products for Chase.
 
Related: JPMorgan Appoints Former Celsius Exec as Crypto Regulatory Policy
Head: Report


N26 Unveils Crypto Offering
Finextra / 10.20.22
N26 Crypto, which has been developed in partnership with crypto custodian Bitpanda, will
initially be rolled out in Austria before being expanded to other key markets over the next
six months. According to N26, the launch has been inspired by the strong local demand
for crypto with 40% of its users either actively trading or expressing strong interest in
crypto investment.


Brazil’s Largest Digital Lender Nubank to Roll Out Own Token to
70M Users in 2023
CoinDesk / 10.19.22
Nubank, the largest Brazilian digital bank by market value, plans to release its own token
next year in Brazil, Colombia and Mexico, the company announced Wednesday. The
token – called nucoin and built on Polygon – will be available for Nubank’s 70 million users
in the first half of 2023, the company said in a statement, adding that it will be distributed
freely and used to offer discounts and perks.
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U.S. Retailers Fill Store Shelves with Leftover Holiday Inventory
Reuters / 10.19.22
The Ghost of Christmas Past haunts U.S. store shelves, sales floors and stockrooms this
year. Retailers were sitting on $548.8 billion of inventory in July, a 21.6% increase from
last year, according to U.S. Census data. With less than 10 weeks to go before Christmas
2022, major retailers including Costco, Kohl's and Express Inc. are peddling holiday
sweaters, artificial trees and other decor that had been stuck in transit or packed in
warehouses during the supply chain crisis that threw a wrench into Christmas 2021.


NRF: Year-Over-Year Retail Sales Growth Continues
NRF / 10.14.22
Retail sales remained strong on a monthly basis and saw another year-over-year gain in
September despite an interest rate hike from the Federal Reserve and continuing inflation,
the National Retail Federation said. “September retail sales confirm that even with rising
interest rates, persistent inflation, political uncertainty and volatile global markets,
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consumers are spending for household priorities,” NRF President and CEO Matthew Shay
said.


The Top Omnichannel Lifestyle, Luxury and Premium Retailers
Are...
CSA / 10.19.22
New mystery shopper research reveals the state of omnichannel customer experience
among a select group of retailers. The 2023 Omnichannel Leadership Report from retail
cloud platform provider NewStore audited the omnichannel capabilities of 300 luxury,
premium, and lifestyle retail brands in North America. According to findings from a team of
third-party mystery shoppers, the top omnichannel retailers in these categories are:
Hibbett Sports, Shoe Carnival, Bloomingdale’s, Sephora, and Lululemon.
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CFPB Sues Global Payments Unit
Payments Dive / 10.19.22
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The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau on Tuesday sued Active Network in U.S.
District Court for Eastern Texas, saying the Plano, Texas unit of Global Payments used
deceptive marketing to sign consumers up for club memberships that extracted $300
million in fees from enrollees, and provided only $8.4 million in benefits. In an
accompanying blog post, CFPB Director Rohit Chopra said the lawsuit provided a
reminder of areas where the federal agency is cracking down, including on illegal payment
schemes, junk fees and deceptive “dark patterns.”


Fifth Circuit Finds CFPB Funding Structure Unconstitutional
American Banker / 10.20.22
May require account to read. An appeals court ruled that the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau's funding structure is unconstitutional, setting up another potential
challenge to the agency before the Supreme Court. Three judges on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit ruled in Community Financial Services Association of America
v. CFPB on Wednesday that the CFPB's funding structure violates the Constitution's
structural separation of powers. The three judges also invalidated part of the CFPB's 2017
payday lending rule.


Checkout.com Launches Fraud Detection Pro to Combat Rise in
Online Fraud
Yahoo! Finance / 10.19.22
Checkout.com, the cloud-based payments service provider, announces the next evolution
in the fight against fraud with Fraud Detection Pro, a fully flexible solution used by
businesses such as Curve and Delivery Hero to solve the rising problem of online
payments fraud and optimise revenues. As the trend of consumers shopping and
managing their finances online continues to grow, online fraud is increasingly impacting
businesses.


How Card Skimming Disproportionally Affects Those Most In
Need
Krebs on Security / 10.18.22
When people banking in the United States lose money because their payment card got
skimmed at an ATM, gas pump or grocery store checkout terminal, they may face hassles
or delays in recovering any lost funds, but they are almost always made whole by their
financial institution. Yet, one class of Americans — those receiving food assistance
benefits via state-issued prepaid debit cards — are particularly exposed to losses from
skimming scams, and usually have little recourse to do anything about it.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8lt3q3pBV1-WJV7CgGvKW4JWwTT99TYgDVsYD2w5pjc7JN1cNslBPRlVPW5vn3-d28_KhqW6_sVHM1T75l1W4Xh03D5XPBZZW5BCM1K6hnGHRW1CB-fw35pxfNW5sF-5x6rFNvgW4x4C822Pdj_hW4wRmQp4XD3VkW4p4xNC492fFSW76SW5V4b9rhcW3GGR8h9kV32PN2d5XTDfm2rDN7-_jSh3mmCMN8kxp9CpZwK0W6sNST_4pTBSrW6M59NW815GZ9Vt0f7m7LzRvsN5pVH-X9JJM9W3rm8Vf2NHmvgV9xsfl2x86KbW3N6qVM6zgDRPW4sRchM51RLPWW6P88TX3MmKcxV3xLxf3jS0lrW3LYkyq6BWW9cVTpMm16FdmGHW75Yv8k1Ybb7038_s1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZXE7xCrc76lWOW822Sp6hD01I3nUXkyLLQs%2BEwLB1sw%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8l93q3phV1-WJV7CgZ45VGvJ3t3Bdl8PVWVww44Kbc04VPmThQ91jRVCW5v5_Q113t5QYW5bCtVq3hw9-YN5Gdy46V0-1VW59g5bQ3P_pCCW7bdQ_g6TqhpBW8-6J3T4KCPmxW3xFddx4433M2W3xGKsb77ZZV7N7TXx2BCsk_kW3wzMQD30rhTXW4sJTJF974XVPW6_vVSL4xvdWbW33j85W5fZnm1W1RWDGl6LVtCvW91v9PT3KBKgnW5_2JP_7Cn1rcM8ycQ2hjK4fW7MMPHK1Q95tKW72KzG03Hpx81W88-qF56PrvyKW7Jksr42hyWjmW1pd2NN3SlD05TqVqw1QXwHTW394rkX8QGXmrW8PqMMV132Nd53mpZ1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jxryl95iz3NVdPLZEOrzIH8Jv3ou7FwQcMl1L9do2Cs%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8l93q3phV1-WJV7CgZ45VGvJ3t3Bdl8PVWVww44Kbc04VPmThQ91jRVCW5v5_Q113t5QYW5bCtVq3hw9-YN5Gdy46V0-1VW59g5bQ3P_pCCW7bdQ_g6TqhpBW8-6J3T4KCPmxW3xFddx4433M2W3xGKsb77ZZV7N7TXx2BCsk_kW3wzMQD30rhTXW4sJTJF974XVPW6_vVSL4xvdWbW33j85W5fZnm1W1RWDGl6LVtCvW91v9PT3KBKgnW5_2JP_7Cn1rcM8ycQ2hjK4fW7MMPHK1Q95tKW72KzG03Hpx81W88-qF56PrvyKW7Jksr42hyWjmW1pd2NN3SlD05TqVqw1QXwHTW394rkX8QGXmrW8PqMMV132Nd53mpZ1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jxryl95iz3NVdPLZEOrzIH8Jv3ou7FwQcMl1L9do2Cs%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8lt3q3pBV1-WJV7CgCNDW2P-Vtk5dTP9SW8yXMHG17JpvYW8zgsBL19hLVxW102rSN2F76q_W4w5gHd1xdn71W7JxqmV449G8hVWpX3X8ChVjPW8H3X-x5Fp9mLW1zcQ2P6qM74gW88cjPp9jMF_FW1KM1jy3FSDBDW8rddwr8DfRqdW83DDqN2jwZX5W6X1PLW8FXp5BW3R_mNZ9bd07jW56J65q2Jw_YCW2QR6YJ4PQc2HW2Vf6Nl4xVyczW2czVQc6t9XZWW3Q5dqt98PchKW4drDGg7WqHfSW7kq3N14GgHDyW3zGvYV6_swhXW5XCwtS1PCFNwW6flPls7G6zcKVX9M0N8SDFVFW4LQyJb4NHFwYW5x0x3K2SHbLMN8QTb3X7rJsCN8hWcj4tr7DG393M1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C9DpLthSJrq0XU5fMWo24mKxLbt%2FEHdA0NrSnyjOLLg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8lt3q3pBV1-WJV7CgCNDW2P-Vtk5dTP9SW8yXMHG17JpvYW8zgsBL19hLVxW102rSN2F76q_W4w5gHd1xdn71W7JxqmV449G8hVWpX3X8ChVjPW8H3X-x5Fp9mLW1zcQ2P6qM74gW88cjPp9jMF_FW1KM1jy3FSDBDW8rddwr8DfRqdW83DDqN2jwZX5W6X1PLW8FXp5BW3R_mNZ9bd07jW56J65q2Jw_YCW2QR6YJ4PQc2HW2Vf6Nl4xVyczW2czVQc6t9XZWW3Q5dqt98PchKW4drDGg7WqHfSW7kq3N14GgHDyW3zGvYV6_swhXW5XCwtS1PCFNwW6flPls7G6zcKVX9M0N8SDFVFW4LQyJb4NHFwYW5x0x3K2SHbLMN8QTb3X7rJsCN8hWcj4tr7DG393M1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C9DpLthSJrq0XU5fMWo24mKxLbt%2FEHdA0NrSnyjOLLg%3D&reserved=0





NF Title Banners-22


U.S. Factories Emerge as a Strong Point in a Weakening
Economy
NPR / 10.20.22
It's been a very good year for U.S. manufacturing. Factories added 467,000 jobs in the
last 12 months. And factory production in September was the highest in 14 years,
according to the Federal Reserve. Even as other industries struggle under the weight of
rising interest rates, factories keep churning out products to meet consumers' insatiable
demand for cars, computers and candy bars.


Jeff Bezos Says It’s Time to ‘Batten Down the Hatches’ as
Economy Cools
WSJ / 10.19.22
Jeff Bezos said the economy is flashing warning signs, joining other corporate leaders
who have cautioned that the U.S. is headed for a recession. The Amazon.com Inc.
founder suggested that people should get ready for a potential economic downturn. His



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8jp5nCTJV3Zsc37CgHjKW3_k72z2G5T2yN6dtS14Tq4XPW73TFRr88lS65W3mpf2c7T1VxDW69v5M875tnRtW3CVCf65hhCjsW2zW3fs94_29cW8tyZ_D88cT0qW5MTZ217R09KjW1TfQ-H75DJFFN8GKpl8-VdsgW8YFB4X1Mg8zSW6PvxQ75RZnxgW1HrPLP7lqDYqW4nYBnn2_tyHKW2zZ0yW8430-6W4M-KJM7q4Zd1W4K0Bmn92m-p0W4t5nzD3VqvJ9VJX8bN2Q24SxW8s-yvc7b6Ph2W67b8c41XhS-YW52Tj2T67lv6sW8-2nDR4nBdwtW11cvSC5GLSj-W6DqtLZ4c5wQlN5z1jV95fzr5W8Bgfgv3kNb6GW1d2BN22Sv9VsW1gQLhl2s6b09W1qFsSy6TSr2JN1CJ5TqZStks3cld1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Mfs2JO5caQZ8Oh8SkYAkFLDgWIZimOjQZRtoz6jtQQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8jp5nCTJV3Zsc37CgHjKW3_k72z2G5T2yN6dtS14Tq4XPW73TFRr88lS65W3mpf2c7T1VxDW69v5M875tnRtW3CVCf65hhCjsW2zW3fs94_29cW8tyZ_D88cT0qW5MTZ217R09KjW1TfQ-H75DJFFN8GKpl8-VdsgW8YFB4X1Mg8zSW6PvxQ75RZnxgW1HrPLP7lqDYqW4nYBnn2_tyHKW2zZ0yW8430-6W4M-KJM7q4Zd1W4K0Bmn92m-p0W4t5nzD3VqvJ9VJX8bN2Q24SxW8s-yvc7b6Ph2W67b8c41XhS-YW52Tj2T67lv6sW8-2nDR4nBdwtW11cvSC5GLSj-W6DqtLZ4c5wQlN5z1jV95fzr5W8Bgfgv3kNb6GW1d2BN22Sv9VsW1gQLhl2s6b09W1qFsSy6TSr2JN1CJ5TqZStks3cld1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Mfs2JO5caQZ8Oh8SkYAkFLDgWIZimOjQZRtoz6jtQQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8kh5nCVBV3Zsc37CgTwPW6gdGmS1-dR0sN588wdGnHP_wW8m5PRn3QKv_ZW1hZPBY9gKMF5W76rM872W3C6JW3dQ63j6Hl76cW6tNmzv2f1nkpN60mL7KWy6ZjW22Tm4K3gMXh5W6C7W_23HV8qBW7N8x5p3tPlBQW6qvNMv19KZ-8W8P8knX2tf1W1W8VdZmC6kK8flW8M62l5829gF1W4LzJvn2YmL6hN59R_2sTvB4FW3sHf4r7VXjCfW1xBKyY8pKTlLW7g9LY18Q6FyPW9kBkGl3tq0m1W7txWMK1VHFCsW57pTcR19rJjfW5X7Vsz8SD-YwW3Rrfkv991dfyW1y_Drv8b97xSW7c6w8W5Nm4HlN2PqwYMy9x1KW1bVCTM622n9wW4RSbZV4bRMc7W15bcbY1KS5gMW5vvL3W5T-1tfW4GtKpl4Dj3qtW4q2VbB7HS_bKW5flzK41nvZyyW8vd2Jb480rvCW8PP9gS8S_LgKVN7rdR45xvnd3hjk1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IWERlslpK48YkIm%2FBwig7PFy6QJjnRscAFGpL1D1ono%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebview.thestrawgroup.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FLV%2B113%2Fcp5dw04%2FVVBQh245W_yPW4pQgvQ3W54TBW1WCq9G4RpPLcM9V8kh5nCVBV3Zsc37CgTwPW6gdGmS1-dR0sN588wdGnHP_wW8m5PRn3QKv_ZW1hZPBY9gKMF5W76rM872W3C6JW3dQ63j6Hl76cW6tNmzv2f1nkpN60mL7KWy6ZjW22Tm4K3gMXh5W6C7W_23HV8qBW7N8x5p3tPlBQW6qvNMv19KZ-8W8P8knX2tf1W1W8VdZmC6kK8flW8M62l5829gF1W4LzJvn2YmL6hN59R_2sTvB4FW3sHf4r7VXjCfW1xBKyY8pKTlLW7g9LY18Q6FyPW9kBkGl3tq0m1W7txWMK1VHFCsW57pTcR19rJjfW5X7Vsz8SD-YwW3Rrfkv991dfyW1y_Drv8b97xSW7c6w8W5Nm4HlN2PqwYMy9x1KW1bVCTM622n9wW4RSbZV4bRMc7W15bcbY1KS5gMW5vvL3W5T-1tfW4GtKpl4Dj3qtW4q2VbB7HS_bKW5flzK41nvZyyW8vd2Jb480rvCW8PP9gS8S_LgKVN7rdR45xvnd3hjk1&data=05%7C01%7Canthony.goins%40nebraska.gov%7C86b6077d6a144553461f08dab35bbaaa%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638019503839602183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IWERlslpK48YkIm%2FBwig7PFy6QJjnRscAFGpL1D1ono%3D&reserved=0





comment came in response to a video clip from Goldman Sachs Group Inc. Chief
Executive David Solomon, who said companies should be cautious and prepared in the
event the U.S. enters a recession.


Goldman CEO David Solomon Says There's a Good Chance of a
Recession and so its Time to be Cautious
CNBC / 10.18.22
Goldman Sachs CEO David Solomon warned Tuesday that the U.S. economy might be
headed for a downturn that could make investing and business decisions more difficult. “I
think it’s a time to be cautious, and I think that if you’re running a risk-based business, it’s
a time to think more cautiously about your risk box, your risk appetite,” Solomon said
during a live interview on CNBC’s “Squawk Box.”


NF Title Banners-23


Bank of America Tops Estimates on Better-Than-Expected Bond
Trading, Higher Interest Rates
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CNBC / 10.17.22
Bank of America said Monday that quarterly profit and revenue topped expectations on
better-than-expected fixed-income trading and gains in interest income, thanks to choppy
markets and rising rates. Bank of America said in a release that third-quarter profit fell 8%
to $7.1 billion, or 81 cents a share, as the company booked a $898 million provision for
credit losses in the quarter. Revenue net of interest expense jumped to $24.61 billion, on
a non-GAAP basis.


Mastercard to Bring Crypto Trading Capabilities to Banks
Mastercard / 10.17.22
Mastercard introduced Crypto Source, a new program to enable financial institutions to
bring secure crypto trading capabilities and services to their customers. The 2022
Mastercard New Payments Index reported that 29% of respondents globally hold
cryptocurrency as an investment, with another 65% indicating a preference for crypto-
related services to be provided by their current trusted financial institution.
 
Related: Mastercard at Money20/20 USA: Powering a frictionless world


Stripe Report Shows How Digital Exports are Remaking Trade
Routes in Asia-Pacific
Stripe / 10.17.22
Stripe, a financial infrastructure platform for businesses, released a report based on three
years of proprietary data that reveals the emergence of new digital export flows from four
Asia-Pacific countries: Australia, Japan, Malaysia, and Singapore. The report—based on
transaction data on Stripe from 2019–2022—describes how digital export flows are being
determined by global demand and market fit rather than traditional supply-chain routes. 
 
Related: Ex-Meta VP becomes Stripe’s head of revenue


Square Brings Its Specialized Retail and Appointments Software
to Square Terminal For Flexible, Mobile Commerce
Square / 10.17.22
As the holidays approach, Square is launching two of its powerful, vertical-specific
software solutions, Square for Retail and Square Appointments, on Square Terminal to
sellers around the globe. Retailers and beauty and personal care professionals can now
offer customers flexible, on-the-go checkout experiences for additional convenience and
time savings. With busy crowds expected during the upcoming shopping season, sellers
can use tools like Square Terminal to provide an exceptional customer experience and for
line-busting long queues.


Financial Institutions Can Detect and Deter Account Takeover
Fraud with First-of-its-Kind Solution from Fiserv
Fiserv / 10.20.22
Financial institutions can enhance their ability to detect and prevent account takeover
fraud with a first-of-its-kind solution from Fiserv, Inc., a leading global provider of
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payments and financial services technology solutions. Rather than delivering traditional
point-in-time snapshots of customer interactions, AuthHub from Fiserv updates customer
profiles dynamically as information changes and more data is collected, providing a
reliable 360-degree view of customer behavior across all payment types and channels.


Visa and Thunes Expand Visa Direct’s Reach to 1.5 Billion Digital
Wallets
Visa / 10.19.22
Visa is partnering with Thunes to help individuals and small businesses move money
internationally to 78 digital wallet providers, reaching 1.5 billion digital wallets across 44
countries and territories. This partnership will now expand Visa Direct’s reach to nearly 7
billion endpoints, including more than 3 billion cards, over 2 billion accounts and 1.5 billion
digital wallets. For the unbanked individuals in emerging markets, digital wallets are
gaining traction as an empowering first entry point to the financial system.


Paysafe Partners with HotelKey to Streamline Payments for US
Hotels
Paysafe / 10.19.22
Paysafe, a leading specialized payments platform, announced a new integrated payments
partnership with HotelKey, a cloud-based software solution provider for the hospitality
industry. Paysafe will seamlessly integrate with HotelKey’s software solutions to
streamline payments for U.S. hotels across their front-desk, hospitality, retail, food and
beverage, and other back-of-house operations.


Bluefin Adds New Chief Revenue Officer to Accelerate Growth
PRWeb / 10.19.22
Bluefin, the recognized integrated payments leader in PCI-validated encryption and
tokenization technologies that protect payments and sensitive data, announced the
addition of Andrea Eaton as the company’s new Chief Revenue Officer. The appointment
of Eaton comes at a pivotal time in the company’s growth as it pursues plans for
expansion into new markets. “I am thrilled to welcome Andrea to the team,” said John M.
Perry, CEO, Bluefin.


Chargebacks911 Appoints Industry Veteran Pel Faquiryan as
Chief Growth Officer
Businesswire / 10.20.22
Chargebacks911, the leading dispute technology specialist that powers chargeback
remediation for the largest global eCommerce businesses as well as the world's financial
institutions, has appointed long-time finance leader Pelwasha ‘Pel’ Faquiryan as its Chief
Growth Officer, responsible for the delivery of superior, personalized customer
experiences and measurable business results.


Signifyd Launches Fearless Payments, a New Optimization
Solution to Propel the Digital Transformation of Payment Service
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Providers
Yahoo! Finance / 10.20.22
Signifyd, the leading digital commerce protection provider, launched Fearless Payments
for payment providers, a suite of innovative solutions that empowers payment service
providers (PSPs) to significantly increase authorization rates while lowering their operating
costs and providing their customers with a full financial guarantee against all types of
chargebacks.


Computop Adds Open Banking Payments for Merchants with
Token
Token / 10.20.22
Open banking payments platform, Token, and leading Payment Service Provider (PSP),
Computop Paygate, have joined forces to answer the growing demand for Open Banking
payments in Europe. Using Token’s Open Banking connectivity and platform, Computop
enables account-to-account (A2A) payments for eCommerce merchants, whitelabel
partners and resellers using its Paygate platform.


VizyPay Partners with Shoreline Credit Union
Green Sheet / 10.18.22
VizyPay, an award-winning payment processing fintech focused on rural America,
announces a strategic partnership with Wisconsin-based Shoreline Credit Union. United
by a shared mission to guide Wisconsin’s small businesses to success, this collaboration
provides Shoreline Credit Union members with even more access to VizyPay’s line up of
simple, affordable and money-saving payments solutions.
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From: Chappelear, Trinity
To: Curran, Dan; Goins, Anthony
Subject: FW: Amendment to LB720 - REQ04902
Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2020 8:51:16 AM
Attachments: REQ04902.pdf


Good morning,
 
Attached is the draft amendment to LB 720.  Director Goins, we need you to start studying, as you
may be asked to testify at the hearing for the amendment. 
 
Dan,  I just left you a VM.  Please call to confirm you received the message.
 
Thanks,
Trinity Chappelear
Senior Policy Advisor to the Governor
 
Governor’s Policy Research Office
OFFICE  402-471-2538
trinity.chappelear@nebraska.gov
governor.nebraska.gov | Facebook | Twitter
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AMENDMENTS TO LB720



(Amendments to E & R amendments, ER136)



 



Introduced by



1. Strike the original sections and all amendments thereto and1



insert the following new sections:2



Section 1.  Sections 1 to 43 of this act shall be known and may be3



cited as the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.4



Sec. 2.  The Legislature hereby finds and declares that it is the5



policy of this state to modernize its economic development platform in6



order to (1) encourage new businesses to relocate to Nebraska, (2)7



encourage existing businesses to remain and grow in Nebraska, (3)8



encourage the creation and retention of new, high-paying jobs in9



Nebraska, (4) attract and retain investment capital in Nebraska, (5)10



develop the Nebraska workforce, (6) simplify the administration of the11



tax incentive program created in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for both12



businesses and the state, and (7) improve the transparency and13



accountability of such program.14



Sec. 3.  For purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the definitions15



found in sections 4 to 25 of this act shall be used.16



Sec. 4.  Any term shall have the same meaning as used in Chapter 77,17



article 27, except as otherwise defined in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.18



Sec. 5.  Base year means the year immediately preceding the year of19



application.20



Sec. 6.  Base-year employee means any individual who was employed in21



Nebraska and subject to the Nebraska income tax on compensation received22



from the taxpayer or its predecessors during the base year and who is23



employed at the qualified location or locations.24



Sec. 7.  Carryover period means the period of three years25



immediately following the end of the performance period.26
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Sec. 8.  Compensation means the wages and other payments subject to1



the federal medicare tax.2



Sec. 9.  Director means the Director of Economic Development.3



Sec. 10.  Equivalent employees means the number of employees4



computed by dividing the total hours paid in a year by the product of5



forty times the number of weeks in a year. A salaried employee who6



receives a predetermined amount of compensation each pay period on a7



weekly or less frequent basis is deemed to have been paid for forty hours8



per week during the pay period.9



Sec. 11.  Investment means the value of qualified property10



incorporated into or used at the qualified location or locations. For11



qualified property owned by the taxpayer, the value shall be the original12



cost of the property. For qualified property rented by the taxpayer, the13



average net annual rent shall be multiplied by the number of years of the14



lease for which the taxpayer was originally bound, not to exceed ten15



years. The rental of land included in and incidental to the leasing of a16



building shall not be excluded from the computation. For purposes of this17



section, original cost means the amount required to be capitalized for18



depreciation, amortization, or other recovery under the Internal Revenue19



Code of 1986, as amended. Any amount, including the labor of the20



taxpayer, that is capitalized as a part of the cost of the qualified21



property or that is written off under section 179 of the Internal Revenue22



Code of 1986, as amended, shall be considered part of the original cost.23



Sec. 12.  Motor vehicle means any motor vehicle, trailer, or24



semitrailer as defined in the Motor Vehicle Registration Act and subject25



to registration for operation on the highways.26



Sec. 13.  NAICS means the North American Industry Classification27



System established by the United States Department of Commerce and28



applied to classify the locations owned or leased by the taxpayer,29



including the specific NAICS codes and code definitions in effect on30



January 1, 2020.31
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Sec. 14.  Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for any year means1



the most recent statewide average hourly wage paid by all employers in2



all counties in Nebraska as calculated by the Office of Labor Market3



Information of the Department of Labor using annual data from the4



Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by October 1 of the year prior5



to application. Hourly wages shall be calculated by dividing the reported6



average annual weekly wage by forty.7



Sec. 15.  (1) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions8



(1)(b), (4)(d), (5)(c), and (8)(b)(iii) of section 31 of this act, means9



the lesser of:10



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the11



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the12



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or13



(b) The sum of:14



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the15



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year16



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of17



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least18



one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage19



for the year of application; and20



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-21



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed22



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after23



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet24



the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of this section, and25



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least one hundred fifty26



percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of27



application.28



(2) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions (4)(a)(i)29



and (5)(a)(i) of section 31 of this act, means the lesser of:30



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the31
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qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the1



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or2



(b) The sum of:3



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the4



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year5



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of6



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least7



ninety percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year8



of application; and9



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-10



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed11



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after12



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet13



the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of this section, and14



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least ninety percent of15



the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of application.16



(3) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions (4)(a)(ii)17



and (5)(a)(ii) of section 31 of this act, means the lesser of:18



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the19



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the20



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or21



(b) The sum of:22



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the23



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year24



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of25



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least26



seventy-five percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for27



the year of application; and28



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-29



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed30



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after31
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subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet1



the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of this section, and2



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least seventy-five3



percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of4



application.5



(4) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions (4)(a)6



(iii) and (5)(a)(iii) of section 31 of this act, means the lesser of:7



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the8



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the9



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or10



(b) The sum of:11



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the12



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year13



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of14



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least15



seventy percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the16



year of application; and17



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-18



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed19



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after20



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet21



the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of this section, and22



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least seventy percent of23



the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of application.24



(5) Number of new employees, for all other purposes, except as25



otherwise provided in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, means the lesser of:26



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the27



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the28



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or29



(b) The sum of:30



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the31
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qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year1



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of2



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least3



the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of application;4



and5



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-6



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed7



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after8



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet9



the health coverage requirement of subsection (7) of this section, and10



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least the Nebraska11



statewide average hourly wage for the year of application.12



(6) For employees who work both at a qualified location and also13



perform services for the taxpayer at other nonqualified locations, they14



will be included in determining the number of new employees if more than15



fifty percent of the time for which they are compensated is spent at the16



qualified location. For any year other than the base year, employees who17



work at the qualified location fifty percent or less of the time for18



which they are compensated are not considered employed at the qualified19



location.20



(7) An employee meets the health coverage requirement if the21



taxpayer offers to that employee, for that year, the opportunity to22



enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored23



plan, as those terms are defined and described in section 5000A of the24



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such25



section.26



(8) For purposes of this section, employed full-time means that the27



employee is a full-time employee as defined and described in section28



4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the29



regulations for such section.30



Sec. 16.  Performance period means the year during which the31
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required increases in employment and investment were met or exceeded and1



each year thereafter until the end of the sixth year after the year the2



required increases were met or exceeded.3



Sec. 17.  (1) Qualified location means a location at which the4



majority of the business activities conducted are within one or more of5



the following NAICS codes or the following descriptions:6



(a) Manufacturing – 31, 32, or 33, including pre-production7



services;8



(b) Testing Laboratories – 541380;9



(c) Rail Transportation – 482;10



(d) Truck Transportation – 484;11



(e) Insurance Carriers – 5241;12



(f) Wired Telecommunications Carriers – 517311;13



(g) Wireless Telecommunications Carriers (except Satellite) –14



517312;15



(h) Telemarketing Bureaus and Other Contact Centers – 561422;16



(i) Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services – 518210;17



(j) Computer Facilities Management Services – 541513;18



(k) Warehousing and Storage – 4931;19



(l) The administrative management of the taxpayer's activities,20



including headquarter facilities relating to such activities, or the21



administrative management of any of the activities of any business entity22



or entities in which the taxpayer or a group of its owners hold any23



direct or indirect ownership interest of at least ten percent, including24



headquarter facilities relating to such activities;25



(m) Logistics Facilities – Portions of NAICS 488210, 488310, and26



488490 dealing with independently operated trucking terminals,27



independently operated railroad and railway terminals, and waterfront28



terminal and port facility operations;29



(n) Services provided on aircraft brought into this state by an30



individual who is a resident of another state or any other person who has31
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a business location in another state when the aircraft is not to be1



registered or based in this state and will not remain in this state more2



than ten days after the service is completed;3



(o) The conducting of research, development, or testing, or any4



combination thereof, for scientific, agricultural, animal husbandry, food5



product, industrial, or technology purposes;6



(p) The production of electricity by using one or more sources of7



renewable energy to produce electricity for sale. For purposes of this8



subdivision, sources of renewable energy includes, but is not limited to,9



wind, solar, energy storage, geothermal, hydroelectric, biomass, and10



transmutation of elements;11



(q) Computer Systems Design and Related Services – 5415; or12



(r) The performance of financial services. For purposes of this13



subdivision, financial services includes only financial services provided14



by any financial institution subject to tax under Chapter 77, article 38,15



or any person or entity licensed by the Department of Banking and Finance16



or the federal Securities and Exchange Commission.17



(2)(a) Qualified location also includes any other business location18



if at least seventy-five percent of the revenue derived at the location19



is from sales to customers who are not related persons which are20



delivered or provided from the qualified location to a location that is21



not within Nebraska according to the sourcing rules in subsections (2)22



and (3) of section 77-2734.14. Intermediate sales to related persons are23



included as sales to customers delivered or provided to a location24



outside Nebraska if the related person delivers or provides the goods or25



services to a location outside Nebraska. Even if a location meets the26



seventy-five percent requirement of this subdivision, such location shall27



not constitute a qualified location under this subdivision if the28



majority of the business activities conducted at such location are within29



any of the following NAICS codes or any combination thereof:30



(i) Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting – 11;31
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(ii) Transportation and Warehousing – 48-49;1



(iii) Information – 51;2



(iv) Utilities – 22;3



(v) Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction – 21;4



(vi) Public Administration – 92; or5



(vii) Construction – 23.6



(b) The director may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations7



establishing an alternative method in circumstances in which subdivision8



(2)(a) of this section does not accurately reflect the out-of-state sales9



taking place at locations within Nebraska for a particular industry.10



(3) The determination of the majority of the business activities11



shall be made based on the number of employees working in the respective12



business activities. The director may adopt and promulgate rules and13



regulations establishing an alternative method in circumstances in which14



other factors provide a better reflection of business activities.15



(4) The delineation of the types of business activities which enable16



a location to constitute a qualified location is based on the state's17



intention to attract certain types of business activities and to18



responsibly accomplish the purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act by19



directing the state's incentive capabilities towards business activities20



which, due to their national nature, could locate outside of Nebraska and21



which therefore would, through the use of incentives, be motivated to22



locate in Nebraska. By listing specific types of business activities in23



subsection (1) of this section, the state has determined such business24



activities by their nature meet these objectives. By specifying the25



national nature of a taxpayer's revenue in subsection (2) of this26



section, the state has determined that certain other types of business27



activities can meet these objectives.28



Sec. 18.  Qualified employee leasing company means a company which29



places all employees of a client-lessee on its payroll and leases such30



employees to the client-lessee on an ongoing basis for a fee and, by31
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written agreement between the employee leasing company and a client-1



lessee, grants to the client-lessee input into the hiring and firing of2



the employees leased to the client-lessee.3



Sec. 19.  Qualified property means any tangible property of a type4



subject to depreciation, amortization, or other recovery under the5



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or the components of such6



property, that will be located and used at the project. Qualified7



property does not include (1) aircraft, barges, motor vehicles, railroad8



rolling stock, or watercraft or (2) property that is rented by the9



taxpayer qualifying under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act to another person.10



Qualified property of the taxpayer located at the residence of an11



employee working in Nebraska from his or her residence on tasks12



interdependent with the work performed at the project shall be deemed13



located and used at the project.14



Sec. 20.  Ramp-up period means the period of time from the date of15



the complete application through the end of the fourth year after the16



year in which the complete application was filed with the director.17



Sec. 21.  Related persons means any corporations, partnerships,18



limited liability companies, or joint ventures which are or would19



otherwise be members of the same unitary group, if incorporated, or any20



persons who are considered to be related persons under either section21



267(b) and (c) or section 707(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as22



amended.23



Sec. 22.  Taxpayer means any person subject to sales and use taxes24



under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and subject to withholding under25



section 77-2753 and any entity that is or would otherwise be a member of26



the same unitary group, if incorporated, that is subject to such sales27



and use taxes and such withholding. Taxpayer does not include a political28



subdivision or an organization that is exempt from income taxes under29



section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. For30



purposes of this section, political subdivision includes any public31
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corporation created for the benefit of a political subdivision and any1



group of political subdivisions forming a joint public agency, organized2



by interlocal agreement, or utilizing any other method of joint action.3



Sec. 23.  Wages means compensation, not to exceed one million4



dollars per year for any employee.5



Sec. 24.  Year means calendar year.6



Sec. 25.  Year of application means the year that a completed7



application is filed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.8



Sec. 26.  An employee of a qualified employee leasing company shall9



be considered to be an employee of the client-lessee for purposes of the10



ImagiNE Nebraska Act if the employee performs services for the client-11



lessee. A qualified employee leasing company shall provide the Department12



of Revenue with access to the records of employees leased to the client-13



lessee.14



Sec. 27.  (1) In order to utilize the incentives allowed in the15



ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the taxpayer shall file an application with the16



director, on a form developed by the director, requesting an agreement.17



(2) The application shall:18



(a) Identify the taxpayer applying for incentives;19



(b) Identify all locations sought to be within the agreement and the20



reason each such location constitutes or is expected to constitute a21



qualified location;22



(c) State the estimated, projected amount of new investment and the23



estimated, projected number of new employees;24



(d) Identify the required levels of employment and investment for25



the various incentives listed within section 31 of this act that will26



govern the agreement. The taxpayer may identify different levels of27



employment and investment until the first December 31 following the end28



of the ramp-up period on a form approved by the director. The identified29



levels of employment and investment will govern all years covered under30



the agreement;31
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(e) Identify whether the agreement is for a single qualified1



location, all qualified locations within a county, all qualified2



locations in more than one county, or all qualified locations within the3



state;4



(f) Acknowledge that the taxpayer understands the requirements for5



offering health coverage, and for reporting the value of such coverage,6



as specified in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act;7



(g) Acknowledge that the taxpayer does not violate any state or8



federal law against discrimination;9



(h) Acknowledge that the taxpayer understands the requirements for10



providing a sufficient package of benefits to its employees as specified11



in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and12



(i) Contain a nonrefundable application fee of five thousand13



dollars. The fee shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for credit to14



the Nebraska Incentives Fund.15



(3) An application must be complete to establish the date of the16



application. An application shall be considered complete once it contains17



the items listed in subsection (2) of this section.18



(4) Once satisfied that the application is consistent with the19



purposes stated in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for one or more qualified20



locations within this state, the director shall approve the application.21



(5) The director shall make his or her determination to approve or22



not approve an application within ninety days after the date of the23



application. If the director requests, by mail or by electronic means,24



additional information or clarification from the taxpayer in order to25



make his or her determination, such ninety-day period shall be tolled26



from the time the director makes the request to the time he or she27



receives the requested information or clarification from the taxpayer.28



The taxpayer and the director may also agree to extend the ninety-day29



period. If the director fails to make his or her determination within the30



prescribed ninety-day period, the application is deemed approved.31
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(6) There shall be no new applications for incentives filed under1



this section after December 31, 2030. All complete applications filed on2



or before December 31, 2030, shall be considered by the director and3



approved if the location or locations and taxpayer qualify for benefits.4



Agreements may be executed with regard to complete applications filed on5



or before December 31, 2030. All agreements pending, approved, or entered6



into before such date shall continue in full force and effect.7



Sec. 28.  (1) Within ninety days after approval of the application,8



the director shall prepare and deliver a written agreement to the9



taxpayer for the taxpayer's signature. The taxpayer and the director10



shall enter into such written agreement. Under the agreement, the11



taxpayer shall agree to increase employment or investment at the12



qualified location or locations, report compensation, wage, and hour data13



at the qualified location or locations to the Department of Revenue14



annually, and report all qualified property at the qualified location or15



locations to the Department of Revenue annually. The director, on behalf16



of the State of Nebraska, shall agree to allow the taxpayer to use the17



incentives contained in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The application, and18



all supporting documentation, to the extent approved, shall be considered19



a part of the agreement. The agreement shall state:20



(a) The qualified location or locations. If a location or locations21



are to be qualified under subsection (2) of section 17 of this act, the22



agreement must include a commitment by the taxpayer that the seventy-five23



percent requirement of such subsection will be met;24



(b) The type of documentation the taxpayer will need to supply to25



support its claim for incentives under the act;26



(c) The date the application was complete;27



(d) The E-verify number or numbers for the qualified location or28



locations provided by the United States Citizenship and Immigration29



Services;30



(e) A requirement that the taxpayer provide any information needed31
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by the director or the Tax Commissioner to perform their respective1



responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, in the manner specified2



by the director or Tax Commissioner;3



(f) A requirement that the taxpayer provide an annually updated4



timetable showing the expected sales and use tax refunds and what year5



they are expected to be claimed, in the manner specified by the Tax6



Commissioner. The timetable shall include both direct refunds due to7



investment and credits taken as sales and use tax refunds as accurately8



as reasonably possible;9



(g) A requirement that the taxpayer update the Tax Commissioner10



annually, with its income tax return or in the manner specified by the11



Tax Commissioner, on any changes in plans or circumstances which it12



reasonably expects will affect the level of new investment and number of13



new employees at the qualified location or locations. If the taxpayer14



fails to comply with this requirement, the Tax Commissioner may defer any15



pending incentive utilization until the taxpayer does comply;16



(h) A requirement that the taxpayer provide information regarding17



the value of health coverage provided to employees during the year who18



are not base-year employees and who are paid the required compensation as19



needed by the director or the Tax Commissioner to perform their20



respective responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, in the manner21



specified by the director or Tax Commissioner;22



(i) A requirement that the taxpayer not violate any state or federal23



law against discrimination; and24



(j) A requirement that the taxpayer offer a sufficient package of25



benefits to the employees employed full-time at the qualified location or26



locations during the year who are not base-year employees and who are27



paid the required compensation. If a taxpayer does not offer a sufficient28



package of benefits to any such employee for any year during the29



performance period, that employee shall not count toward the number of30



new employees for such year. For purposes of this subdivision, benefits31
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means nonwage remuneration offered to an employee, including medical and1



dental insurance plans, pension, retirement, and profit-sharing plans,2



child care services, life insurance coverage, vision insurance coverage,3



disability insurance coverage, and any other nonwage remuneration as4



determined by the director. The director may adopt and promulgate rules5



and regulations to specify what constitutes a sufficient package of6



benefits. In determining what constitutes a sufficient package of7



benefits, the director shall consider (i) benefit packages customarily8



offered in Nebraska by private employers to full-time employees, (ii) the9



impact of the cost of such benefits on the ability to attract new10



employment and investment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, and (iii) the11



costs that employees must bear to obtain benefits not offered by an12



employer.13



(2) The application, the agreement, all supporting information, and14



all other information reported to the director or the Tax Commissioner15



shall be kept confidential by the director and the Tax Commissioner,16



except for the name of the taxpayer, the qualified location or locations17



in the agreement, the estimated amounts of increased employment and18



investment stated in the application, the date of complete application,19



the date the agreement was signed, and the information required to be20



reported by section 37 of this act. The application, the agreement, and21



all supporting information shall be provided by the director to the22



Department of Revenue. The director shall disclose, to any municipalities23



in which project locations exist, the approval of an application and the24



execution of an agreement under this section. The Tax Commissioner shall25



also notify each municipality of the amount and taxpayer identity for26



each refund of local option sales and use taxes of the municipality27



within thirty days after the refund is allowed or approved. Disclosures28



shall be kept confidential by the municipality unless publicly disclosed29



previously by the taxpayer or by the State of Nebraska.30



(3) An agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall have a31
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duration of no more than fifteen years. A taxpayer with an existing1



agreement may apply for and receive a new agreement for any qualified2



location or locations that are not part of an existing agreement under3



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, but cannot apply for a new agreement for a4



qualified location designated in an existing agreement until after the5



end of the performance period for the existing agreement.6



(4) The incentives contained in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be in7



lieu of the tax credits allowed by the Nebraska Advantage Rural8



Development Act for any project. In computing credits under the Nebraska9



Advantage Rural Development Act, any investment or employment which is10



eligible for benefits or used in determining benefits under the ImagiNE11



Nebraska Act shall be subtracted from the increases computed for12



determining the credits under section 77-27,188. New investment or13



employment at a project location that results in the meeting or14



maintenance of the employment or investment requirements, the creation of15



credits, or refunds of taxes under the Nebraska Advantage Act shall not16



be considered new investment or employment for purposes of the ImagiNE17



Nebraska Act. The use of carryover credits under the Nebraska Advantage18



Act, the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Invest Nebraska Act,19



the Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act, or the Quality Jobs Act20



shall not preclude investment and employment from being considered new21



investment or employment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The use of22



property tax exemptions at the project under the Employment and23



Investment Growth Act or the Nebraska Advantage Act does not preclude24



investment not eligible for such property tax exemptions from being25



considered new investment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.26



Sec. 29.  (1) The taxpayer may request the director to review and27



certify that the location or locations designated in the application are28



qualified locations under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The taxpayer shall29



describe in detail the activities taking place at the location or30



locations or the activities that will be taking place at the location or31
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locations. The director shall make the determination based on the1



information provided by the taxpayer. The director must complete the2



review within ninety days after the request. If the director requests, by3



mail or by electronic means, additional information or clarification from4



the taxpayer in order to make his or her determination, the ninety-day5



period shall be tolled from the time the director makes the request to6



the time he or she receives the requested information or clarification7



from the taxpayer. The taxpayer and the director may also agree to extend8



the ninety-day period. If the director fails to make his or her9



determination within the prescribed ninety-day period, the certification10



is deemed approved for the disclosed activities.11



(2) The taxpayer may request the Tax Commissioner to review and12



certify that the base year employment, compensation, and wage levels are13



as reported by the taxpayer pursuant to subsection (1) of section 28 of14



this act. Upon a request for such review, the Tax Commissioner shall be15



given access to the employment and business records of the proposed16



location or locations, and must complete the review within one hundred17



eighty days after the request. If the Tax Commissioner requests, by mail18



or by electronic means, additional information or clarification from the19



taxpayer in order to make his or her determination, the one-hundred-20



eighty-day period shall be tolled from the time the Tax Commissioner21



makes the request to the time he or she receives the requested22



information or clarification from the taxpayer. The taxpayer and the Tax23



Commissioner may also agree to extend the one-hundred-eighty-day period.24



If the Tax Commissioner fails to make his or her determination within the25



prescribed one-hundred-eighty-day period, the certification is deemed26



approved.27



(3) Upon review, the director may approve, reject, or amend the28



qualified locations sought in the application contingent upon the29



accuracy of the information or plans disclosed by the taxpayer that30



describe the expected activity at the qualified location or locations.31
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Upon review, the Tax Commissioner may also approve or amend the base year1



employment, compensation, or wage levels reported pursuant to subsection2



(1) of section 28 of this act based upon the payroll information and3



other financial records provided by the taxpayer. Once the director or4



Tax Commissioner certifies the qualified location or locations and the5



employment, compensation, and wage levels at the qualified location or6



locations, the certification is binding on the Department of Revenue when7



the taxpayer claims benefits on a return to the extent the activities8



performed at the location or locations are as described in the9



application, the information and plans provided by the taxpayer were10



accurate, and the base year information is not affected by transfers of11



employees from another location in Nebraska, the acquisition of a12



business, or moving businesses or entities to or from the qualified13



location or locations.14



(4) If the taxpayer does not request review and certification of15



whether the designated location or locations are qualified, or the base16



year employment, compensation, and wage levels, those items are subject17



to later audit by the Department of Revenue.18



Sec. 30.  The following transactions or activities shall not create19



any credits or allow any benefits under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act except20



as specifically allowed by this section:21



(1) The acquisition of a business after the date of application22



which is continued by the taxpayer as a part of the agreement and which23



was operated in this state during the three hundred sixty-six days prior24



to the date of acquisition. All employees of the entities added to the25



taxpayer by the acquisition during the three hundred sixty-six days prior26



to the date of acquisition shall be considered employees during the base27



year. Any investment prior to the date of acquisition made by the28



entities added to the taxpayer by the acquisition or any investment in29



the acquisition of such business shall be considered as being made before30



the date of application;31
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(2) The moving of a business from one location to another, which1



business was operated in this state during the three hundred sixty-six2



days prior to the date of application. All employees of the business3



during such three hundred sixty-six days shall be considered base-year4



employees;5



(3) The purchase or lease of any property which was previously owned6



by the taxpayer or a related person. The first purchase by either the7



taxpayer or a related person shall be treated as investment if the item8



was first placed in service in the state after the date of the9



application;10



(4) The renegotiation of any lease in existence on the date of11



application which does not materially change any of the terms of the12



lease, other than the expiration date, shall be presumed to be a13



transaction entered into for the purpose of generating benefits under the14



act and shall not be allowed in the computation of any benefit or the15



meeting of any required levels under the agreement;16



(5) Any purchase or lease of property from a related person, except17



that the taxpayer will be allowed any benefits under the act to which the18



related person would have been entitled on the purchase or lease of the19



property if the related person was considered the taxpayer;20



(6) Any transaction entered into primarily for the purpose of21



receiving benefits under the act which is without a business purpose and22



does not result in increased economic activity in the state; and23



(7) Any activity that results in benefits under the Ethanol24



Development Act.25



Sec. 31.  (1) A taxpayer shall be entitled to the sales and use tax26



incentives contained in subsection (2) of this section if the taxpayer:27



(a) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at28



least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new employees at the29



qualified location or locations before the end of the ramp-up period;30



(b) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at31
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least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least two hundred1



fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations before the end2



of the ramp-up period; or3



(c) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at4



least fifty million dollars at the qualified location or locations before5



the end of the ramp-up period. To receive incentives under this6



subdivision, the taxpayer must meet the following conditions:7



(i) The average compensation of the taxpayer's employees at the8



qualified location or locations for each year of the performance period9



must equal at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide10



average hourly wage for the year of application; and11



(ii) The taxpayer must offer to its employees who constitute full-12



time employees as defined and described in section 4980H of the Internal13



Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such section,14



at the qualified location or locations for each year of the performance15



period, the opportunity to enroll in minimum essential coverage under an16



eligible employer-sponsored plan, as those terms are defined and17



described in section 5000A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as18



amended, and the regulations for such section.19



(2) A taxpayer meeting the requirements of subsection (1) of this20



section shall be entitled to the following sales and use tax incentives:21



(a) A refund of all sales and use taxes paid under the Local Option22



Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the Qualified Judgment23



Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 from the date of24



the complete application through the meeting of the required levels of25



employment and investment for all purchases, including rentals, of:26



(i) Qualified property used at the qualified location or locations;27



(ii) Property, excluding motor vehicles, based in this state and28



used in both this state and another state in connection with the29



qualified location or locations except when any such property is to be30



used for fundraising for or for the transportation of an elected31
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official;1



(iii) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson2



after appointment as a purchasing agent of the owner of the improvement3



to real estate when such property is incorporated into real estate at the4



qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on fifty5



percent of the contract price, excluding any land, as the cost of6



materials subject to the sales and use tax;7



(iv) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson8



after appointment as a purchasing agent of the taxpayer when such9



property is annexed to, but not incorporated into, real estate at the10



qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on the cost of11



materials subject to the sales and use tax that were annexed to real12



estate; and13



(v) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson after14



appointment as a purchasing agent of the taxpayer when such property is15



both (A) incorporated into real estate at the qualified location or16



locations and (B) annexed to, but not incorporated into, real estate at17



the qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on fifty18



percent of the contract price, excluding any land, as the cost of19



materials subject to the sales and use tax; and20



(b) An exemption from all sales and use taxes under the Local Option21



Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the Qualified Judgment22



Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 on the types of23



purchases, including rentals, listed in subdivision (a) of this24



subsection for such purchases, including rentals, occurring during each25



year of the performance period in which the taxpayer is at or above the26



required levels of employment and investment, except that the exemption27



shall be for the actual materials purchased with respect to subdivisions28



(2)(a)(iii), (iv), and (v) of this section. The Tax Commissioner shall29



issue such rules, regulations, certificates, and forms as are appropriate30



to implement the efficient use of this exemption.31
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(3)(a) Upon execution of the agreement, the taxpayer shall be issued1



a direct payment permit under section 77-2705.01, notwithstanding the2



three million dollars in purchases limitation in subsection (1) of3



section 77-2705.01, for each qualified location specified in the4



agreement, unless the taxpayer has opted out of this requirement in the5



agreement. For any taxpayer who is issued a direct payment permit, until6



such taxpayer makes the investment in qualified property and hires the7



new employees at the qualified location or locations as specified in8



subsection (1) of this section, the taxpayer must pay and remit any9



applicable sales and use taxes as required by the Tax Commissioner.10



(b) If the taxpayer makes the investment in qualified property and11



hires the new employees at the qualified location or locations as12



specified in subsection (1) of this section, the taxpayer shall receive13



the sales tax refunds described in subdivision (2)(a) of this section.14



For any year in which the taxpayer is not at the required levels of15



employment and investment, the taxpayer shall report all sales and use16



taxes owed for the period on the taxpayer's income tax return for the17



year.18



(4) The taxpayer shall be entitled to one of the following credits19



for payment of wages to new employees:20



(a)(i) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified21



property of at least one million dollars and hires at least ten new22



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the23



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to four24



percent times the average wage of new employees times the number of new25



employees if the average wage of the new employees equals at least ninety26



percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of27



application. Wages in excess of one million dollars paid to any one28



employee during the year shall be excluded from the calculations under29



this subdivision.30



(ii) If the number of new employees and investment are at a31
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qualified location in a county in Nebraska with a population of one1



hundred thousand or greater, and at which the majority of the business2



activities conducted are described in subdivision (1)(a) or (1)(n) of3



section 17 of this act, the number of new employees and investment will4



count toward qualifying for the credit in this subsection if the average5



wage of the new employees equals at least seventy-five percent of the6



Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of application.7



(iii) If the number of new employees and investment are at a8



qualified location entirely within a county in Nebraska with a population9



of less than one hundred thousand, and at which the majority of the10



business activities conducted are described in subdivision (1)(a) or (1)11



(n) of section 17 of this act, the number of new employees times two and12



investment will count toward qualifying for the credit in this subsection13



if the average wage of the new employees equals at least seventy percent14



of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of15



application;16



(b) If a taxpayer hires at least twenty new employees at the17



qualified location or locations before the end of the ramp-up period, the18



taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to five percent times the19



average wage of new employees times the number of new employees if the20



average wage of the new employees equals at least one hundred percent of21



the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of application.22



The credit shall equal seven percent times the average wage of new23



employees times the number of new employees if the average wage of the24



new employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska25



statewide average hourly wage for the year of application. The credit26



shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new employees times27



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees28



equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide average29



hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one million30



dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be excluded from31
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the calculations under this subdivision;1



(c) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified2



property of at least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new3



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the4



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to five5



percent times the average wage of new employees times the number of new6



employees if the average wage of the new employees equals at least one7



hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the8



year of application. The credit shall equal seven percent times the9



average wage of new employees times the number of new employees if the10



average wage of the new employees equals at least one hundred fifty11



percent of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of12



application. The credit shall equal nine percent times the average wage13



of new employees times the number of new employees if the average wage of14



the new employees equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska15



statewide average hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in16



excess of one million dollars paid to any one employee during the year17



shall be excluded from the calculations under this subdivision; or18



(d) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified19



property of at least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least20



two hundred fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations21



before the end of the ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a22



credit equal to seven percent times the average wage of new employees23



times the number of new employees if the average wage of the new24



employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska25



statewide average hourly wage for the year of application. The credit26



shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new employees times27



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees28



equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide average29



hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one million30



dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be excluded from31
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the calculations under this subdivision.1



(5) The taxpayer shall be entitled to one of the following credits2



for new investment:3



(a)(i) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified4



property of at least one million dollars and hires at least ten new5



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the6



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to four7



percent of the investment made in qualified property at the qualified8



location or locations.9



(ii) If the number of new employees and investment are at a10



qualified location in a county in Nebraska with a population of one11



hundred thousand or greater, and at which the majority of the business12



activities conducted are described in subdivision (1)(a) or (1)(n) of13



section 17 of this act, the number of new employees and investment will14



count toward qualifying for the credit in this subsection if the average15



wage of the new employees equals at least seventy-five percent of the16



Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of application. The17



credit in this subsection for investment at qualified locations at which18



the majority of the business activities conducted are described in19



subdivision (1)(a) or (1)(n) of section 17 of this act shall be equal to20



four percent times the investment up to ten million dollars in qualified21



property at the qualified location or locations plus seven percent times22



the investment in excess of ten million dollars in qualified property at23



the qualified location or locations.24



(iii) If the number of new employees and investment are at a25



qualified location entirely within a county in Nebraska with a population26



of less than one hundred thousand, and at which the majority of the27



business activities conducted are described in subdivision (1)(a) or (1)28



(n) of section 17 of this act, the number of new employees times two and29



investment will count toward qualifying for the credit in this subsection30



if the average wage of the new employees equals at least seventy percent31
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of the Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of1



application. The credit in this subsection for investment at qualified2



locations at which the majority of the business activities conducted are3



described in subdivision (1)(a) or (1)(n) of section 17 of this act shall4



be equal to four percent times the investment up to ten million dollars5



in qualified property at the qualified location or locations plus seven6



percent times the investment in excess of ten million dollars in7



qualified property at the qualified location or locations;8



(b) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified9



property of at least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new10



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the11



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to seven12



percent of the investment made in qualified property at the qualified13



location or locations; or14



(c) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified15



property of at least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least16



two hundred fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations17



before the end of the ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a18



credit equal to seven percent of the investment made in qualified19



property at the qualified location or locations.20



(6)(a) The credit percentages prescribed in subsections (4) and (5)21



of this section shall be increased by one percentage point for wages paid22



and investments made at qualified locations in an extremely blighted23



area. For purposes of this subdivision, extremely blighted area means an24



area which, before the end of the ramp-up period, has been declared an25



extremely blighted area under section 18-2101.02.26



(b) The credit percentages prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of27



this section shall be increased by one percentage point if the taxpayer:28



(i) Is a benefit corporation as defined in section 21-403 and has29



been such a corporation for at least one year prior to submitting an30



application under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and31
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(ii) Remains a benefit corporation as defined in section 21-403 for1



the duration of the taxpayer's agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.2



(c) A taxpayer may, if qualified, receive one or both of the3



increases provided in this subsection.4



(7)(a) The credits prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of this5



section shall be allowable for wages paid and investments made during6



each year of the performance period that the taxpayer is at or above the7



required levels of employment and investment.8



(b) The credits prescribed in subsection (5) of this section shall9



also be allowable during the first year of the performance period for10



investment in qualified property at the qualified location or locations11



after the date of the complete application and before the beginning of12



the performance period.13



(8)(a) Property described in subdivision (8)(c) of this section used14



at the qualified location or locations, whether purchased or leased, and15



placed in service by the taxpayer after the date of the complete16



application, shall constitute separate classes of property and are17



eligible for exemption under the conditions and for the time periods18



provided in subdivision (8)(b) of this section.19



(b) A taxpayer shall receive the exemption of property in20



subdivision (8)(c) of this section if the taxpayer attains one of the21



following employment and investment levels: (i) Cumulative investment in22



qualified property of at least five million dollars and the hiring of at23



least thirty new employees at the qualified location or locations before24



the end of the ramp-up period; (ii) cumulative investment in qualified25



property of at least fifty million dollars at the qualified location or26



locations before the end of the ramp-up period, provided the average27



compensation of the taxpayer's employees at the qualified location or28



locations for the year in which such investment level was attained equals29



at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide average30



hourly wage for the year of application and the taxpayer offers to its31
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employees who constitute full-time employees as defined and described in1



section 4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the2



regulations for such section, at the qualified location or locations for3



the year in which such investment level was attained, the opportunity to4



enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored5



plan, as those terms are defined and described in section 5000A of the6



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such7



section; or (iii) cumulative investment in qualified property of at least8



two hundred fifty million dollars and the hiring of at least two hundred9



fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations before the end10



of the ramp-up period. Such property shall be eligible for the exemption11



from the first January 1 following the end of the year during which the12



required levels were exceeded through the ninth December 31 after the13



first year property included in subdivision (8)(c) of this section14



qualifies for the exemption, except that for a taxpayer who has filed an15



application under NAICS code 518210 for Data Processing, Hosting, and16



Related Services and who files a separate sequential application for the17



same NAICS code for which the ramp-up period begins with the year18



immediately after the end of the previous project's performance period or19



a taxpayer who has a project qualifying under subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of20



section 77-5725 and who files a separate sequential application for NAICS21



code 518210 for Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services for which22



the ramp-up period begins with the year immediately after the end of the23



previous project's entitlement period, such property described in24



subdivision (8)(c)(i) of this section shall be eligible for the exemption25



from the first January 1 following the placement in service of such26



property through the ninth December 31 after the year the first claim for27



exemption is approved.28



(c) The following personal property used at the qualified location29



or locations, whether purchased or leased, and placed in service by the30



taxpayer after the date of the complete application shall constitute31
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separate classes of personal property:1



(i) All personal property that constitutes a data center if the2



taxpayer qualifies under subdivision (8)(b)(i) or (8)(b)(ii) of this3



section;4



(ii) Business equipment that is located at a qualified location or5



locations and that is involved directly in the manufacture or processing6



of agricultural products if the taxpayer qualifies under subdivision (8)7



(b)(i) or (8)(b)(ii) of this section; or8



(iii) All personal property if the taxpayer qualifies under9



subdivision (8)(b)(iii) of this section.10



(d) In order to receive the property tax exemptions allowed by11



subdivision (8)(c) of this section, the taxpayer shall annually file a12



claim for exemption with the Tax Commissioner on or before May 1. The13



form and supporting schedules shall be prescribed by the Tax Commissioner14



and shall list all property for which exemption is being sought under15



this section. A separate claim for exemption must be filed for each16



agreement and each county in which property is claimed to be exempt. A17



copy of this form must also be filed with the county assessor in each18



county in which the applicant is requesting exemption. The Tax19



Commissioner shall determine whether a taxpayer is eligible to obtain20



exemption for personal property based on the criteria for exemption and21



the eligibility of each item listed for exemption and, on or before22



August 1, certify such determination to the taxpayer and to the affected23



county assessor.24



(9) The taxpayer shall, on or before the receipt or use of any25



incentives under this section, pay to the director a fee of one-half26



percent of such incentives, except for the exemption on personal27



property, for administering the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, except that the fee28



on any sales tax exemption may be paid by the taxpayer with the filing of29



its sales and use tax return. Such fee may be paid by direct payment to30



the director or through withholding of available refunds. A credit shall31
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be allowed against such fee for the amount of the fee paid with the1



application. All fees collected under this subsection shall be remitted2



to the State Treasurer for credit to the ImagiNE Nebraska Cash Fund,3



which fund is hereby created. The fund shall consist of fees credited4



under this subsection and any other money appropriated to the fund by the5



Legislature. The fund shall be administered by the Department of Economic6



Development and shall be used for administration of the ImagiNE Nebraska7



Act. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by8



the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion9



Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.10



Sec. 32.  (1)(a) The credits prescribed in section 31 of this act11



for a year shall be established by filing the forms required by the Tax12



Commissioner with the income tax return for the taxable year which13



includes the end of the year the credits were earned. The credits may be14



used and shall be applied in the order in which they were first allowable15



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. To the extent the taxpayer has credits16



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the Employment and Investment Growth17



Act still available for use in a year or years which overlap the18



performance period or carryover period of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the19



credits may be used and shall be applied in the order in which they were20



first allowable, and when there are credits of the same age, the older21



tax incentive program's credits shall be applied first. The credits may22



be used after any other nonrefundable credits to reduce the taxpayer's23



income tax liability imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135. Credits24



may be used beginning with the taxable year which includes December 31 of25



the year the required minimum levels were reached. The last year for26



which credits may be used is the taxable year which includes December 3127



of the last year of the carryover period. Any decision on how part of the28



credit is applied shall not limit how the remaining credit could be29



applied under this section.30



(b) The taxpayer may use the credit provided in subsection (4) of31
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section 31 of this act to reduce the taxpayer's income tax withholding1



employer or payor tax liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757, or to2



reduce a qualified employee leasing company's income tax withholding3



employer or payor tax liability under such sections, when the taxpayer is4



the client-lessee of such company, to the extent such liability is5



attributable to the number of new employees employed at the qualified6



location or locations, excluding any wages in excess of one million7



dollars paid to any one employee during the year. To the extent of the8



credit used, such withholding shall not constitute public funds or state9



tax revenue and shall not constitute a trust fund or be owned by the10



state. The use by the taxpayer or the qualified employee leasing company11



of the credit shall not change the amount that otherwise would be12



reported by the taxpayer, or such qualified employee leasing company, to13



the employee under section 77-2754 as income tax withheld and shall not14



reduce the amount that otherwise would be allowed by the state as a15



refundable credit on an employee's income tax return as income tax16



withheld under section 77-2755. The amount of credits used against income17



tax withholding shall not exceed the withholding attributable to the18



number of new employees employed at the qualified location or locations,19



excluding any wages in excess of one million dollars paid to any one20



employee during the year. If the amount of credit used by the taxpayer or21



the qualified employee leasing company against income tax withholding22



exceeds such amount, the excess withholding shall be returned to the23



Department of Revenue in the manner provided in section 77-2756, such24



excess amount returned shall be considered unused, and the amount of25



unused credits may be used as otherwise permitted in this section or26



shall carry over to the extent authorized in subdivision (1)(g) of this27



section.28



(c) Credits may be used to obtain a refund of sales and use taxes29



under the Local Option Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the30



Qualified Judgment Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-281331
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which are not subject to direct refund under section 31 of this act that1



are paid on purchases, including rentals, for use at a qualified2



location.3



(d) The credits provided in subsections (4) and (5) of section 31 of4



this act may be used to repay a loan for job training or infrastructure5



development as provided in section 41 of this act.6



(e) Credits may be used to obtain a payment from the state equal to7



the amount which the taxpayer demonstrates to the director was paid by8



the taxpayer after the date of the complete application for job training9



and talent recruitment of employees who qualify in the number of new10



employees, to the extent that proceeds from a loan described in section11



41 of this act were not used to make such payments. For purposes of this12



subdivision:13



(i) Job training means training for a prospective or new employee14



that is provided after the date of the complete application by a Nebraska15



nonprofit college or university, a Nebraska public or private secondary16



school, a Nebraska educational service unit, or a company that is not a17



member of the taxpayer's unitary group or a related person to the18



taxpayer; and19



(ii) Talent recruitment means talent recruitment activities that20



result in a newly recruited employee who is hired by the taxpayer after21



the date of the complete application and who is paid compensation during22



the year of hire at a rate equal to at least one hundred percent of the23



Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of application,24



including marketing, relocation expenses, and search firm fees. Talent25



recruitment payments that may be reimbursed include, without limitation,26



payment by the taxpayer, without repayment by the employee, of an27



employee's student loans, an employee's tuition, and an employee's down28



payment on a primary residence in Nebraska. Talent recruitment payments29



that may be reimbursed shall not include payments for the recruitment of30



a person who constitutes a related person to the taxpayer when the31
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taxpayer is an individual or recruitment of a person who constitutes a1



related person to an owner of the taxpayer when the taxpayer is a2



partnership, a limited liability company, or a subchapter S corporation.3



(f) The credits provided in subsections (4) and (5) of section 31 of4



this act may be used to obtain a payment from the state equal to the5



amount which the taxpayer demonstrates to the director was paid for6



taxpayer-sponsored child care at the qualified location or locations7



during the performance period and the carryover period.8



(g) Credits may be carried over until fully utilized through the end9



of the carryover period.10



(2)(a) No refund claims shall be filed until after the required11



levels of employment and investment have been met.12



(b) Refund claims shall be filed no more than once each quarter for13



refunds under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, except that any claim for a14



refund in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars may be filed at any15



time.16



(c) Refund claims for materials purchased by a purchasing agent17



shall include:18



(i) A copy of the purchasing agent appointment;19



(ii) The contract price; and20



(iii)(A) For refunds under subdivision (2)(a)(iii) or (2)(a)(v) of21



section 31 of this act, a certification by the contractor or repairperson22



of the percentage of the materials incorporated into or annexed to the23



qualified location on which sales and use taxes were paid to Nebraska24



after appointment as purchasing agent; or25



(B) For refunds under subdivision (2)(a)(iv) of section 31 of this26



act, a certification by the contractor or repairperson of the percentage27



of the contract price that represents the cost of materials annexed to28



the qualified location and the percentage of the materials annexed to the29



qualified location on which sales and use taxes were paid to Nebraska30



after appointment as purchasing agent.31



AM2156
LB720
MLU - 01/28/2020



AM2156
LB720



MLU - 01/28/2020



-33-











(d) All refund claims shall be filed, processed, and allowed as any1



other claim under section 77-2708, except that the amounts allowed to be2



refunded under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be deemed to be3



overpayments and shall be refunded notwithstanding any limitation in4



subdivision (2)(a) of section 77-2708. The refund may be allowed if the5



claim is filed within three years from the end of the year the required6



levels of employment and investment are met or within the period set7



forth in section 77-2708. Refunds shall be paid by the Tax Commissioner8



within one hundred eighty days after receipt of the refund claim. Such9



payments shall be subject to later recovery by the Tax Commissioner upon10



audit.11



(e) If a claim for a refund of sales and use taxes under the Local12



Option Revenue Act, the Qualified Judgment Payment Act, or sections13



13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 of more than twenty-five thousand dollars is14



filed by June 15 of a given year, the refund shall be made on or after15



November 15 of the same year. If such a claim is filed on or after June16



16 of a given year, the refund shall not be made until on or after17



November 15 of the following year. The Tax Commissioner shall notify the18



affected city, village, county, or municipal county of the amount of19



refund claims of sales and use taxes under the Local Option Revenue Act,20



the Qualified Judgment Payment Act, or sections 13-319, 13-324, and21



13-2813 that are in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars on or before22



July 1 of the year before the claims will be paid under this section.23



(f) For refunds of sales and use taxes under the Local Option24



Revenue Act, the deductions made by the Tax Commissioner for such refunds25



shall be delayed in accordance with section 77-27,144.26



(g) Interest shall not be allowed on any taxes refunded under the27



ImagiNE Nebraska Act.28



(3) The appointment of purchasing agents shall be recognized for the29



purpose of changing the status of a contractor or repairperson as the30



ultimate consumer of tangible personal property purchased after the date31
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of the appointment which is physically incorporated into or annexed at a1



qualified location and becomes the property of the owner of the2



improvement to real estate or the taxpayer. The purchasing agent shall be3



jointly liable for the payment of the sales and use tax on the purchases4



with the owner of the property.5



(4) The determination of whether the application is complete,6



whether a location is a qualified location, and whether to approve the7



application and sign the agreement shall be made by the director. All8



other interpretations of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be made by the9



Tax Commissioner. The Commissioner of Labor shall provide the director10



with such information as the Department of Labor regularly receives with11



respect to the taxpayer which the director requests from the Commissioner12



of Labor in order to fulfill the director's duties under the act. The13



director shall use such information to achieve efficiency in the14



administration of the act.15



(5) Once the director and the taxpayer have signed the agreement16



under section 28 of this act, the taxpayer, and its owners or members17



where applicable, may report and claim and shall receive all incentives18



allowed by the ImagiNE Nebraska Act without waiting for a determination19



by the director or the Tax Commissioner or other taxing authority that20



the taxpayer has met the required employment and investment levels or21



otherwise qualifies, has qualified, or continues to qualify for such22



incentives, provided that the tax return or claim has been signed by an23



owner, member, manager, or officer of the taxpayer who declares under24



penalties of perjury that he or she has examined the tax return or claim,25



including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of his26



or her knowledge and belief (a) the tax return or claim is correct and27



complete in all material respects, (b) payment of the claim has not been28



previously made by the state to the taxpayer, and (c) with respect to29



sales or use tax refund claims, the taxpayer has not claimed or received30



a refund of such tax from a retailer. The payment or allowance of such a31
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claim shall not prevent the director or the Tax Commissioner or other1



taxing authority from recovering such payment, exemption, or allowance,2



within the normal period provided by law, subject to normal appeal rights3



of a taxpayer, if the director or Tax Commissioner or other taxing4



authority determines upon review or audit that the taxpayer did not5



qualify for such incentive or exemption.6



(6) An audit of employment and investment thresholds and incentive7



amounts shall be made by the Tax Commissioner to the extent and in the8



manner determined by the Tax Commissioner. Upon request by the director9



or the Tax Commissioner, the Commissioner of Labor shall report to the10



director and the Tax Commissioner the employment data regularly reported11



to the Department of Labor relating to number of employees and wages paid12



for each taxpayer. The director and Tax Commissioner, to the extent they13



determine appropriate, shall use such information to achieve efficiency14



in the administration of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The Tax Commissioner15



may recover any refund or part thereof which is erroneously made and any16



credit or part thereof which is erroneously allowed by issuing a17



deficiency determination within three years from the date of refund or18



credit or within the period otherwise allowed for issuing a deficiency19



determination, whichever expires later. The director shall not enter into20



an agreement with any taxpayer unless the taxpayer agrees to21



electronically verify the work eligibility status of all newly hired22



employees employed in Nebraska within ninety days after the date of hire.23



For purposes of calculating any tax incentive under the act, the hours24



worked and compensation paid to an employee who has not been25



electronically verified or who is not eligible to work in Nebraska shall26



be excluded.27



(7) A determination by the director that a location is not a28



qualified location or a determination by the Tax Commissioner that a29



taxpayer has failed to meet or maintain the required levels of employment30



or investment for incentives, exemptions, or recapture, or does not31
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otherwise qualify for incentives or exemptions, may be protested by the1



taxpayer to the Tax Commissioner within sixty days after the mailing to2



the taxpayer of the written notice of the proposed determination by the3



director or the Tax Commissioner, as applicable. If the notice of4



proposed determination is not protested in writing by the taxpayer within5



the sixty-day period, the proposed determination is a final6



determination. If the notice is protested, the Tax Commissioner, after a7



formal hearing by the Tax Commissioner or by an independent hearing8



officer appointed by the Tax Commissioner, if requested by the taxpayer9



in such protest, shall issue a written order resolving such protest. The10



written order of the Tax Commissioner resolving a protest may be appealed11



to the district court of Lancaster County in accordance with the12



Administrative Procedure Act within thirty days after the issuance of the13



order.14



Sec. 33.  (1) If the taxpayer fails to maintain employment and15



investment levels at or above the levels required in the agreement for16



the entire performance period, all or a portion of the incentives set17



forth in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be recaptured or disallowed. For18



purposes of this section, the average compensation and health coverage19



requirements of subdivision (1)(c) of section 31 of this act shall be20



treated as a required level of employment for each year of the21



performance period.22



(2) In the case of a taxpayer who has failed to maintain the23



required levels of employment or investment for the entire performance24



period, any reduction in the personal property tax, any refunds in tax or25



exemptions from tax allowed under section 31 of this act, and any refunds26



or reduction in tax allowed because of the use of a credit allowed under27



section 31 of this act shall be partially recaptured from either the28



taxpayer, the owner of the improvement to real estate, or the qualified29



employee leasing company, and any carryovers of credits shall be30



partially disallowed. The amount of the recapture for each benefit shall31
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be a percentage equal to the number of years the taxpayer did not1



maintain the required levels of investment or employment divided by the2



number of years of the performance period multiplied by the refunds,3



exemptions or reductions in tax allowed, reduction in personal property4



tax, credits used, and the remaining carryovers. In addition, the last5



remaining year of personal property tax exemption shall be disallowed for6



each year the taxpayer did not maintain the qualified location or7



locations at or above the required levels of employment or investment.8



(3) If the taxpayer receives any refunds, exemptions, or reduction9



in tax to which the taxpayer was not entitled or which were in excess of10



the amount to which the taxpayer was entitled, the refund, exemptions, or11



reduction in tax shall be recaptured separate from any other recapture12



otherwise required by this section. Any amount recaptured under this13



subsection shall be excluded from the amounts subject to recapture under14



other subsections of this section.15



(4) Any refunds, exemptions, or reduction in tax due, to the extent16



required to be recaptured, shall be deemed to be an underpayment of the17



tax and shall be immediately due and payable. When tax benefits were18



received in more than one year, the tax benefits received in the most19



recent year shall be recovered first and then the benefits received in20



earlier years up to the extent of the required recapture.21



(5)(a) Any personal property tax that would have been due except for22



the exemption allowed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, to the extent it23



becomes due under this section, shall be considered delinquent and shall24



be immediately due and payable to the county or counties in which the25



property was located when exempted.26



(b) All amounts received by a county under this section shall be27



allocated to each taxing unit levying taxes on tangible personal property28



in the county in the same proportion that the levy on tangible personal29



property of such taxing unit bears to the total levy of all of such30



taxing units.31
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(6) Notwithstanding any other limitations contained in the laws of1



this state, collection of any taxes deemed to be underpayments by this2



section shall be allowed for a period of three years after the end of the3



performance period or three calendar years after the benefit was allowed,4



whichever is later.5



(7) Any amounts due under this section shall be recaptured6



notwithstanding other allowable credits and shall not be subsequently7



refunded under any provision of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act unless the8



recapture was in error.9



(8) The recapture required by this section shall not occur if the10



failure to maintain the required levels of employment or investment was11



caused by an act of God or national emergency.12



Sec. 34.  (1) The incentives allowed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act13



shall not be transferable except in the following situations:14



(a) Any credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability15



company, a subchapter S corporation, a cooperative, including a16



cooperative exempt under section 521 of the Internal Revenue Code of17



1986, as amended, a limited cooperative association, or an estate or18



trust may be distributed to the partners, members, shareholders, patrons,19



or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is distributed for use20



against their income tax liabilities, and such partners, members,21



shareholders, or beneficiaries shall be deemed to have made an22



underpayment of their income taxes for any recapture required by section23



33 of this act. A credit distributed shall be considered a credit used24



and the partnership, limited liability company, subchapter S corporation,25



cooperative, including a cooperative exempt under section 521 of the26



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, limited cooperative27



association, estate, or trust shall be liable for any repayment required28



by section 33 of this act;29



(b) The credit prescribed in subsection (4) of section 31 of this30



act may be transferred to a qualified employee leasing company from a31
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taxpayer who is a client-lessee of the qualified employee leasing company1



with employees performing services at the qualified location or locations2



of the client-lessee. The credits transferred must be designated for a3



specific year and cannot be carried forward by the qualified employee4



leasing company. The credits may only be used by the qualified employee5



leasing company to offset the income tax withholding or payor tax6



liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757 for withholding for employees7



performing services for the client-lessee at the qualified location or8



locations. The offset to such withholding or payor tax liability must be9



computed in accordance with subdivision (1)(b) of section 32 of this act10



based on wages paid to the employees by the qualified employee leasing11



company, and not the amount paid to the qualified employee leasing12



company by the client-lessee; and13



(c) The incentives previously allowed and the future allowance of14



incentives may be transferred when an agreement is transferred in its15



entirety by sale or lease to another taxpayer or in an acquisition of16



assets qualifying under section 381 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,17



as amended.18



(2) The acquiring taxpayer, as of the date of notification to the19



director of the completed transfer, shall be entitled to any unused20



credits and to any future incentives allowable under the act.21



(3) The acquiring taxpayer shall be liable for any recapture that22



becomes due after the date of the transfer for the repayment of any23



benefits received either before or after the transfer.24



(4) If a taxpayer dies and there is a credit remaining after the25



filing of the final return for the taxpayer, the personal representative26



shall determine the distribution of the credit or any remaining carryover27



with the initial fiduciary return filed for the estate. The determination28



of the distribution of the credit may be changed only after obtaining the29



permission of the director.30



(5) The director may disclose information to the acquiring taxpayer31
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about the agreement and prior benefits that is reasonably necessary to1



determine the future incentives and liabilities of the taxpayer.2



Sec. 35.  Interest shall not be allowable on any refunds paid3



because of benefits earned under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.4



Sec. 36.  (1) Any complete application shall be considered a valid5



application on the date submitted for the purposes of the ImagiNE6



Nebraska Act.7



(2) The director shall be allowed access, by the Tax Commissioner,8



to information associated with the Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska9



Advantage Rural Development Act, and the Employment and Investment Growth10



Act to meet the director's obligations under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.11



(3) The director may contract with the Tax Commissioner for services12



that the director determines are necessary to fulfill the director's13



responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, other than services14



which constitute the actual actions and decisions required to be taken or15



made by the director under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.16



(4) The Tax Commissioner shall develop and maintain an electronic17



application and reporting system to be used by the director and Tax18



Commissioner to administer the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.19



Sec. 37.  (1) Beginning in 2021, the director and the Tax20



Commissioner shall jointly submit electronically an annual report for the21



previous fiscal year to the Legislature no later than October 31 of each22



year. The report shall be on a fiscal year, accrual basis that satisfies23



the requirements set by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. The24



Department of Economic Development and the Department of Revenue shall25



together, on or before December 15 of each year, appear at a joint26



hearing of the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature and the27



Revenue Committee of the Legislature and present the report. Any28



supplemental information requested by three or more committee members29



shall be presented within thirty days after the request.30



(2) The report shall list (a) the agreements which have been signed31
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during the previous year, (b) the agreements which are still in effect,1



(c) the identity of each taxpayer who is party to an agreement, and (d)2



the qualified location or locations.3



(3) The report shall also state, for taxpayers who are parties to4



agreements, by industry group (a) the specific incentive options applied5



for under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, (b) the refunds and reductions in tax6



allowed on the investment, (c) the credits earned, (d) the credits used7



to reduce the corporate income tax and the credits used to reduce the8



individual income tax, (e) the credits used to obtain sales and use tax9



refunds, (f) the credits used against withholding liability, (g) the10



credits used for job training, (h) the credits used for infrastructure11



development, (i) the number of jobs created under the act, (j) the12



expansion of capital investment, (k) the estimated wage levels of jobs13



created under the act subsequent to the application date, (l) the total14



number of qualified applicants, (m) the projected future state revenue15



gains and losses, (n) the sales tax refunds owed, (o) the credits16



outstanding under the act, (p) the value of personal property exempted by17



class in each county under the act, (q) the total amount of the payments,18



(r) the amount of workforce training and infrastructure development loans19



issued, outstanding, repaid, and delinquent, and (s) the value of health20



coverage provided to employees at qualified locations during the year who21



are not base-year employees and who are paid the required compensation.22



The report shall include the estimate of the amount of sales and use tax23



refunds to be paid and tax credits to be used as were required for the24



October forecast under section 39 of this act.25



(4) In estimating the projected future state revenue gains and26



losses, the report shall detail the methodology utilized, state the27



economic multipliers and industry multipliers used to determine the28



amount of economic growth and positive tax revenue, describe the analysis29



used to determine the percentage of new jobs attributable to the ImagiNE30



Nebraska Act, and identify limitations that are inherent in the analysis31
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method.1



(5) The report shall provide an explanation of the audit and review2



processes of the Department of Economic Development and the Department of3



Revenue, as applicable, in approving and rejecting applications or the4



grant of incentives and in enforcing incentive recapture. The report5



shall also specify the median period of time between the date of6



application and the date the agreement is executed for all agreements7



executed by December 31 of the prior year.8



(6) The report shall provide information on agreement-specific total9



incentives used every two years for each agreement. The report shall10



disclose (a) the identity of the taxpayer, (b) the qualified location or11



locations, and (c) the total credits used and refunds approved during the12



immediately preceding two years expressed as a single, aggregated total.13



The incentive information required to be reported under this subsection14



shall not be reported for the first year the taxpayer attains the15



required employment and investment thresholds. The information on first-16



year incentives used shall be combined with and reported as part of the17



second year. Thereafter, the information on incentives used for18



succeeding years shall be reported for each agreement every two years19



containing information on two years of credits used and refunds approved.20



The incentives used shall include incentives which have been approved by21



the director or Tax Commissioner, as applicable, but not necessarily22



received, during the previous two years.23



(7) The report shall include an executive summary which shows24



aggregate information for all agreements for which the information on25



incentives used in subsection (6) of this section is reported as follows:26



(a) The total incentives used by all taxpayers for agreements detailed in27



subsection (6) of this section during the previous two years; (b) the28



number of agreements; (c) the new jobs at the qualified location or29



locations for which credits have been granted; (d) the average30



compensation paid to employees in the state in the year of application31
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and for the new jobs at the qualified location or locations; and (e) the1



total investment for which incentives were granted. The executive summary2



shall summarize the number of states which grant investment tax credits,3



job tax credits, sales and use tax refunds for qualified investment, and4



personal property tax exemptions and the investment and employment5



requirements under which they may be granted.6



(8) No information shall be provided in the report or in7



supplemental information that is protected by state or federal8



confidentiality laws.9



Sec. 38.  Except as otherwise stated in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act,10



the director, with input from the Tax Commissioner, may adopt and11



promulgate all procedures and rules and regulations necessary to carry12



out the purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.13



Sec. 39.  (1) The Department of Economic Development and the14



Department of Revenue shall jointly, on or before the fifteenth day of15



October and February of every year and the fifteenth day of April in odd-16



numbered years, make an estimate of the amount of sales and use tax17



refunds to be paid and tax credits to be used under the ImagiNE Nebraska18



Act during the fiscal years to be forecast under section 77-27,158. The19



estimate shall be based on the most recent data available, including20



pending and approved applications and updates thereof as are required by21



subdivision (1)(f) of section 28 of this act. The estimate shall be22



forwarded to the Legislative Fiscal Analyst and the Nebraska Economic23



Forecasting Advisory Board and made a part of the advisory forecast24



required by section 77-27,158.25



(2)(a) In addition to the estimates required under subsection (1) of26



this section, the Department of Economic Development shall, on or before27



the fifteenth day of October and February of every year, make an estimate28



of the amount of sales and use tax refunds to be paid and tax credits to29



be used under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for each of the upcoming three30



calendar years and shall report such estimate electronically to the31
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Legislature. The estimate shall be based on the most recent data1



available, including pending and approved applications and updates2



thereof as are required by subdivision (1)(f) of section 28 of this act.3



If the estimate for any such calendar year exceeds the base authority:4



(i) The Department of Economic Development shall prepare an analysis5



explaining why the estimate exceeds the base authority. The department6



shall include such analysis in the report it submits to the Legislature7



under this subsection; and8



(ii) The director shall not approve any additional applications9



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act that would include refunds or credits in10



the calendar year in which the base authority is projected to be exceeded11



unless the director requests additional authority from the Executive12



Board of the Legislative Council and the executive board approves such13



request.14



(b) For purposes of this subsection, the base authority shall be15



equal to one hundred twenty-five million dollars for calendar years 202116



through 2024. Beginning with calendar year 2025 and every three years17



thereafter, the director shall adjust the base authority to an amount18



equal to three percent of the actual General Fund net receipts for the19



most recent fiscal year for which such information is available.20



(c) If the director requests additional authority pursuant to this21



subsection, the executive board shall determine whether or not to approve22



such request within forty-five calendar days after receiving the request23



and shall notify the director of its determination. Prior to making its24



determination, the executive board shall hold a public meeting on the25



request and shall give seven days' public notice of such meeting. The26



minutes of such meeting shall show any action or inaction of the27



executive board. If the executive board fails to make a determination28



within such forty-five-day period, the request shall be deemed approved.29



In making its determination, the executive board shall consider, among30



other things, whether approving the request will:31
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(i) Promote economic development in line with the state's economic1



development strategy;2



(ii) Promote the retention and growth of high-wage, high-impact3



businesses;4



(iii) Attract high-wage, high-impact businesses to the State of5



Nebraska;6



(iv) Promote investment in distressed and rural areas; and7



(v) Result in approval of incentives for businesses which would not8



remain, grow, or move to Nebraska but for such incentives.9



(d) In making its determination under this subsection, the executive10



board may request any additional information or materials that are not11



confidential or proprietary from the Department of Economic Development,12



the Department of Revenue, or the Department of Labor.13



Sec. 40.  The Department of Labor shall, as requested, provide to14



the director and the Tax Commissioner the employment and wage data15



information necessary to meet the responsibilities of the Department of16



Labor under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, to the extent the Department of17



Labor collects such information.18



Sec. 41.  (1) The Legislature finds that providing job training is19



critical to the public purpose of attracting and retaining businesses and20



that the growth of high-paying jobs in Nebraska is limited by an unmet21



need for workforce training and infrastructure development. The22



Legislature further finds that many communities in Nebraska lack the23



infrastructure, including broadband access, necessary to provide high-24



paying jobs for residents. The Legislature further finds that workforce25



training and infrastructure development help businesses and improve the26



quality of life for workers and communities in Nebraska. Because there is27



a statewide benefit from workforce training and infrastructure28



development, the Legislature intends to provide a revolving loan program29



as a rational means to address these needs.30



(2) The Department of Economic Development shall establish and31
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administer a revolving loan program for workforce training and1



infrastructure development expenses to be incurred by applicants for2



incentives under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.3



(3) The ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund is hereby created. The4



fund shall receive money from appropriations from the Legislature,5



grants, private contributions, repayment of loans, and all other sources.6



Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the7



state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act8



and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act. It is the intent of the9



Legislature to transfer five million dollars from the General Fund to the10



ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-2411



for purposes of carrying out the workforce training and infrastructure12



development revolving loan program pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.13



It is the intent of the Legislature to appropriate five million dollars14



for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-24 for purposes of carrying out the15



workforce training and infrastructure development revolving loan program16



pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.17



(4) The Department of Economic Development, as part of its18



comprehensive business development strategy, shall administer the ImagiNE19



Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund and may loan funds to applicants under the20



ImagiNE Nebraska Act to secure new, high-paying jobs in Nebraska based on21



the criteria established in sections 42 and 43 of this act. Loans made to22



applicants under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act and interest on such loans may23



be repaid using credits earned under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. If that24



occurs, the Department of Revenue shall certify the credit usage to the25



State Treasurer, who shall, within thirty days, transfer the amount of26



the credit used from the General Fund to the ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving27



Loan Fund.28



(5) If a taxpayer with an agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act29



obtains a loan under this section and fails to attain the required30



minimum number of new employees, minimum compensation, and minimum31
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required cumulative investment necessary for that taxpayer to earn a1



credit, the principal and interest of the loan shall be considered an2



underpayment of tax and may be recovered by the Department of Revenue.3



(6) Whether repaid using credits or repaid directly by the recipient4



of the loan, loans made from the ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund5



shall be repaid with interest at the rate established in section 45-102.6



Sec. 42.  (1) A taxpayer with an application under the ImagiNE7



Nebraska Act may apply for a workforce training loan by submitting an8



application to the Department of Economic Development which includes, but9



is not limited to:10



(a) The number of jobs to be created that will require training or11



the number of existing positions that will be trained;12



(b) The nature of the business and the type of jobs to be created13



that will require training or positions to be trained;14



(c) The estimated wage levels of the jobs to be created or positions15



to be trained; and16



(d) A program schedule for the workforce training project.17



(2) A taxpayer may partner with a postsecondary educational18



institution in Nebraska, a private, nonprofit educational organization in19



Nebraska holding a certificate of exemption under section 501(c)(3) of20



the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, a Nebraska educational21



service unit, or a school district in Nebraska to assist in providing the22



workforce training. The application shall specify the role of the23



partnering entity in identifying and training potential job applicants24



for the applicant business.25



(3) The director shall determine whether to approve the taxpayer's26



application for a workforce training loan under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act27



based upon the director's determination as to whether the loan will help28



enable the state to accomplish the purposes stated in section 41 of this29



act. The director shall be governed by and shall take into consideration30



all of the following factors in making such determination:31
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(a) The department's comprehensive business development strategy;1



(b) The necessity of the loan to assure that the applicant will2



expand employment in Nebraska;3



(c) The number of jobs to be created; and4



(d) The expected pay of the jobs to be created.5



Sec. 43.  (1) A taxpayer with an application under the ImagiNE6



Nebraska Act may apply for an infrastructure development loan by7



submitting an application to the Department of Economic Development which8



includes, but is not limited to:9



(a) The nature of the business and the type and number of jobs to be10



created or retained;11



(b) The estimated wage levels of the jobs to be created or retained;12



and13



(c) A brief description of the infrastructure need that the loan is14



intended to fill.15



(2) The director shall determine whether to approve the taxpayer's16



application for an infrastructure development loan under the ImagiNE17



Nebraska Act based upon the director's determination as to whether the18



loan will help enable the state to accomplish the purposes stated in19



section 41 of this act. The director shall be governed by and shall take20



into consideration all of the following factors in making such21



determination:22



(a) The department's comprehensive business development strategy;23



(b) The necessity of the loan to assure that the applicant will24



expand employment in Nebraska;25



(c) The number of jobs to be created; and26



(d) The expected pay of the jobs to be created.27



Sec. 44.  Sections 44 to 65 of this act shall be known and may be28



cited as the Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act.29



Sec. 45.  The purpose of the Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act is30



to provide incentives to encourage key employers to remain in the state31
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and retain well-paid employees in the state when there is a change in1



ownership and control of the key employer and the new owners are2



considering moving some or all of the key employer's jobs to other3



states.4



Sec. 46.  For purposes of the Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act,5



the definitions found in sections 47 to 57 of this act shall be used.6



Sec. 47.  Any term defined in the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 or in7



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act has the same meaning in the Key Employer and8



Jobs Retention Act unless the context or the express language of the Key9



Employer and Jobs Retention Act requires a different meaning.10



Sec. 48.  Base year means the year immediately preceding the year11



during which the change in ownership and control occurred.12



Sec. 49.  Base-year employees means the number of equivalent13



employees employed by the taxpayer during the base year in Nebraska who14



(1) are paid wages at a rate equal to at least one hundred percent of the15



Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for the year of application and16



(2) receive a sufficient package of benefits as specified in the ImagiNE17



Nebraska Act.18



Sec. 50.  Change in ownership and control has the same meaning as19



described in 34 C.F.R. 600.31, which shall mean the regulation as amended20



on November 1, 2019, and which took effect on July 1, 2020.21



Sec. 51.  Key employer means a taxpayer that:22



(1) Employs at least one thousand equivalent employees in Nebraska23



during the base year;24



(2) Offers all full-time employees, as defined and described in25



section 4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, the26



opportunity to enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible27



employer-sponsored plan, as those terms are defined and described in28



section 5000A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended;29



(3) Offers all full-time employees, as defined and described in30



section 4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, with a31
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sufficient package of benefits as specified in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act;1



(4) Enforces a company policy against any discrimination that is2



prohibited by federal or state law;3



(5) Electronically verifies the work eligibility status of all new4



employees employed in Nebraska within ninety days after the date of hire5



during the entire performance period;6



(6) Has gone through a change in ownership and control within the7



twenty-four months immediately prior to the application;8



(7) Is at risk of moving more than one thousand existing equivalent9



employees from the state, as determined by the director;10



(8) Retains at least ninety percent of its equivalent base-year11



employment; and12



(9) Is a qualified business.13



Sec. 52.  Nebraska statewide average hourly wage for any year means14



the most recent statewide average hourly wage paid by all employers in15



all counties in Nebraska as calculated by the Office of Labor Market16



Information of the Department of Labor using annual data from the17



Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by October 1 of the year prior18



to application. Hourly wages shall be calculated by dividing the reported19



average annual weekly wage by forty.20



Sec. 53.  Performance period means the year of application plus the21



next nine years.22



Sec. 54.  Qualified business means any business if the majority of23



the business activities conducted throughout Nebraska by such business24



meet the requirements for a qualified location as defined in subsection25



(1) or (2) of section 17 of this act. For purposes of this section, the26



majority of business activities conducted shall be determined based on27



the number of equivalent employees working in the respective business28



activities.29



Sec. 55.  Taxpayer means any person subject to sales and use taxes30



under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and subject to withholding under31
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section 77-2753 and any entity that is or would otherwise be a member of1



the same unitary group, if incorporated, that is subject to such sales2



and use taxes and such withholding. Taxpayer does not include a political3



subdivision or an organization that is exempt from income taxes under4



section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. For5



purposes of this section, political subdivision includes any public6



corporation created for the benefit of a political subdivision and any7



group of political subdivisions forming a joint public agency, organized8



by interlocal agreement, or utilizing any other method of joint action.9



Sec. 56.  Wage retention credit means the credit described in the10



Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act.11



Sec. 57.  Year means calendar year.12



Sec. 58.  (1) If a key employer has entered into an agreement with13



the state pursuant to section 59 of this act, the key employer shall14



during each year of the performance period receive the wage retention15



credit approved by the director in the manner provided in the Key16



Employer and Jobs Retention Act.17



(2) The wage retention credit shall equal five percent of the total18



compensation paid by the key employer in the year to all retained19



employees of the key employer in Nebraska who are paid wages for services20



rendered at a rate equal to at least one hundred percent of the Nebraska21



statewide average hourly wage for the year of application. The wage22



retention credit earned for all qualified key employers shall not exceed23



four million dollars in any year. If two or more key employers qualify24



for benefits in any given year, the one with the earlier approval will be25



fully funded first.26



(3) The wage retention credits shall be allowed for each year in the27



performance period. Unused credits may carry over only to the end of the28



performance period.29



(4) The total amount all key employers may receive in credits30



pursuant to the Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act shall not exceed31



AM2156
LB720
MLU - 01/28/2020



AM2156
LB720



MLU - 01/28/2020



-52-











forty million dollars. If two or more key employers qualify for benefits,1



the one with the earlier approval will be fully funded first. This2



benefit is in addition to any benefits the key employer may otherwise3



qualify for under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act or may have qualified for4



previously under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the Employment and5



Investment Growth Act.6



(5) The wage retention credit shall be claimed by filing the forms7



required by the Tax Commissioner with the income tax return for the8



taxable year which includes the end of the year the credits were earned.9



The credits may be used after any other nonrefundable credits to reduce10



the key employer’s income tax liability imposed by sections 77-2714 to11



77-27,135. Credits may be used beginning with the taxable year which12



includes December 31 of the first year in the performance period. The13



last year for which credits may be used is the taxable year which14



includes December 31 of the last year of the performance period. Any15



decision on how part of the credit is applied shall not limit how the16



remaining credit could be applied under this section.17



(6) The key employer may use the wage retention credit to reduce the18



key employer's income tax withholding employer or payor tax liability19



under section 77-2756 or 77-2757. To the extent of the credit used, such20



withholding shall not constitute public funds or state tax revenue and21



shall not constitute a trust fund or be owned by the state. The use by22



the key employer of the credit shall not change the amount that otherwise23



would be reported by the key employer to the employee under section24



77-2754 as income tax withheld and shall not reduce the amount that25



otherwise would be allowed by the state as a refundable credit on an26



employee's income tax return as income tax withheld under section27



77-2755.28



Sec. 59.  (1) In order for the key employer to be eligible for the29



wage retention credit, the key employer shall file an application for an30



agreement with the director.31
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(2) The application shall:1



(a) State the exact name of the taxpayer and any related companies;2



(b) Include a description, in detail, of the nature of the company's3



business, including the products sold and respective markets;4



(c) Request that the company be considered for approval under the5



Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act;6



(d) Acknowledge that the key employer understands and complies with7



the requirements for providing health insurance, providing a sufficient8



package of benefits, enforcing a policy against discrimination, and9



verifying the work eligibility status of all new employees;10



(e) State the number of base-year employees; and11



(f) Include a nonrefundable application fee of five thousand12



dollars. The fee shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for credit to13



the Nebraska Incentives Fund.14



(3) The application and all supporting information is confidential15



except for the name of the taxpayer, the number of employees retained,16



and whether the application has been approved.17



(4) The director shall determine whether to approve the application18



based upon whether the applicant meets the definition of a key employer19



which is at risk for moving more than one thousand existing full-time20



jobs from the state and whether the director believes the applicant would21



leave the state if the application is not approved.22



(5) The director shall notify the applicant in writing as to whether23



the application has been approved or not. The director shall decide and24



mail the notice within thirty days after receiving the application,25



regardless of whether he or she approves or disapproves the application,26



unless the time is extended by mutual written consent of the director and27



the applicant.28



(6) An application may be approved only if it is consistent with the29



legislative purposes contained in section 45 of this act and the key30



employer will retain at least ninety percent of the base-year employees31
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in the state throughout the performance period. This threshold1



constitutes the required level of employment for purposes of the Key2



Employer and Jobs Retention Act.3



(7) If the application is approved by the director, the key employer4



and the state shall enter into a written agreement, which shall be5



executed on behalf of the state by the director. In the agreement, the6



key employer shall agree to retain at least ninety percent of the base-7



year employees and, in consideration of the key employer's agreement, the8



state shall agree to allow the wage retention credits as provided in the9



Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act. The application, and all supporting10



documentation, to the extent approved, shall be considered a part of the11



agreement. The agreement may contain such terms and conditions as the12



director specifies in order to carry out the legislative purposes of the13



Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act. The agreement shall contain14



provisions to allow the Department of Revenue to verify that the required15



levels of employment have been maintained.16



Sec. 60.  (1) If the taxpayer fails to retain the required level of17



employment through the entire performance period, all or a portion of the18



wage retention credits shall be recaptured directly by the state from the19



taxpayer or shall be disallowed. In no event shall any wage retention20



credits be required to be paid back directly or indirectly by the21



employees. All such credits must be repaid by the taxpayer.22



(2) The recapture or disallowance shall be as follows:23



(a) No wage retention credits shall be allowed, and if already24



allowed shall be recaptured, for the actual year or years in which the25



required level of employment was not maintained;26



(b) For wage retention credits allowed in prior years, one-tenth of27



the credits shall be recaptured from the taxpayer for each year the28



required level of employment was not maintained; and29



(c) For wage retention credits for future years, one-tenth of the30



credits shall be disallowed for each year the required level of31
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employment was not maintained in previous years.1



(3) Any amounts required to be recaptured shall be deemed to be an2



underpayment of tax, immediately due and payable, and shall constitute a3



lien on the assets of the taxpayer. When wage retention credits were4



received in more than one year, the credits received in the most recent5



year shall be recovered first and then the credits received in earlier6



years shall be recovered up to the extent of the required recapture.7



(4) Interest shall accrue from the due date for the return for the8



year in which the taxpayer failed to maintain the required level of9



employment.10



(5) Penalties shall not accrue until ninety days after the11



requirement for recapture or disallowance becomes known or should have12



become known to the taxpayer.13



(6) The recapture or disallowance required by this section may be14



waived by the Tax Commissioner if he or she finds the failure to maintain15



the required level of employment was caused by unavoidable circumstances16



such as an act of God or national emergency.17



Sec. 61.  (1) The wage retention credits allowed under the Key18



Employer and Jobs Retention Act shall not be transferable except in the19



following situations:20



(a) Any credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability21



company, a subchapter S corporation, a cooperative, including a22



cooperative exempt under section 521 of the Internal Revenue Code of23



1986, as amended, a limited cooperative association, or an estate or24



trust may be distributed to the partners, members, shareholders, patrons,25



or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is distributed for use26



against their income tax liabilities, and such partners, members,27



shareholders, or beneficiaries shall be deemed to have made an28



underpayment of their income taxes for any recapture required by section29



60 of this act. A credit distributed shall be considered a credit used30



and the partnership, limited liability company, subchapter S corporation,31
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cooperative, including a cooperative exempt under section 521 of the1



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, limited cooperative2



association, estate, or trust shall be liable for any repayment required3



by section 60 of this act;4



(b) The credit may be transferred to a qualified employee leasing5



company from a taxpayer who is a client-lessee of the qualified employee6



leasing company with employees performing services at the qualified7



location or locations of the client-lessee. The credits transferred must8



be designated for a specific year and cannot be carried forward by the9



qualified employee leasing company. The credits may only be used by the10



qualified employee leasing company to offset the income tax withholding11



or payor tax liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757 for withholding12



for employees performing services for the client-lessee in Nebraska. The13



offset to such withholding or payor tax liability must be computed in14



accordance with subsection (6) of section 58 of this act based on wages15



paid to the employees by the qualified employee leasing company, and not16



the amount paid to the qualified employee leasing company by the client-17



lessee; and18



(c) The credits previously allowed and future credits may be19



transferred when an agreement is transferred in its entirety by sale or20



lease to another taxpayer or in an acquisition of assets qualifying under21



section 381 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.22



(2) The acquiring taxpayer, as of the date of notification to the23



director of the completed transfer, shall be entitled to any unused24



credits and to any future credits allowable under the act.25



(3) The acquiring taxpayer shall be liable for any recapture that26



becomes due after the date of the transfer for the repayment of any27



credits received either before or after the transfer.28



(4) If a taxpayer dies and there is a credit remaining after the29



filing of the final return for the taxpayer, the personal representative30



shall determine the distribution of the credit or any remaining carryover31
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with the initial fiduciary return filed for the estate. The determination1



of the distribution of the credit may be changed only after obtaining the2



permission of the Tax Commissioner.3



(5) The director and the Tax Commissioner may disclose information4



to the acquiring taxpayer about the agreement and prior credits that is5



reasonably necessary to determine the future credits and liabilities of6



the taxpayer.7



Sec. 62.  The Department of Economic Development and the Department8



of Revenue, in consultation with the Governor, may adopt and promulgate9



rules and regulations necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes10



of the Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act.11



Sec. 63.  (1) The Department of Economic Development and the12



Department of Revenue shall jointly submit electronically an annual13



report to the Legislature no later than October 31 of each year. The14



report shall be on a fiscal year, accrual basis that satisfies the15



requirements set by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. The16



Department of Economic Development and the Department of Revenue shall17



together, on or before December 15 of each year, appear at a joint18



hearing of the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature and the19



Revenue Committee of the Legislature and present the report. Any20



supplemental information requested by three or more committee members21



must be provided within thirty days after the request.22



(2) The report shall list (a) the agreements which have been signed23



during the previous calendar year, (b) the agreements which are still in24



effect, and (c) the identity of each taxpayer that is a party to an25



agreement.26



(3) The report shall provide information on agreement-specific total27



credits used every two years for each agreement. The report shall28



disclose the identity of the taxpayer and the total credits used during29



the immediately preceding two years, expressed as a single, aggregated30



total. The information required to be reported under this subsection31



AM2156
LB720
MLU - 01/28/2020



AM2156
LB720



MLU - 01/28/2020



-58-











shall not be reported for the first year the taxpayer maintains the1



required employment threshold. The information on first-year credits used2



shall be combined with and reported as part of the second year.3



Thereafter, the information on credits used for succeeding years shall be4



reported for each agreement every two years containing information on two5



years of credits used.6



(4) No information shall be provided in the report that is protected7



by state or federal confidentiality laws.8



Sec. 64.  (1) Any complete application shall be considered a valid9



application on the date submitted for the purposes of the Key Employer10



and Jobs Retention Act.11



(2) The director shall be allowed access, by the Tax Commissioner,12



to information associated with the Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska13



Advantage Rural Development Act, the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, and the14



Employment and Investment Growth Act to meet the director's obligations15



under the Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act.16



(3) The director may contract with the Tax Commissioner for services17



that the director determines are necessary to fulfill the director's18



responsibilities under the Key Employer and Jobs Retention Act, other19



than services which constitute the actual actions and decisions required20



to be taken or made by the director under the Key Employer and Jobs21



Retention Act.22



Sec. 65.  There shall be no new applications under the Key Employer23



and Jobs Retention Act filed after December 31, 2020, without further24



authorization of the Legislature. All applications and all agreements25



pending, approved, or entered into on or before December 31, 2020, shall26



continue in full force and effect.27



Sec. 66.  Sections 66 to 76 of this act shall be known and may be28



cited as the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.29



Sec. 67.  The Legislature finds and declares that Nebraska is home30



to an emerging biotechnology and bioproducts sector that yields important31
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innovations and collaborative opportunities with the existing1



agricultural sector. The Legislature further finds that advances in2



biotechnology and bioproducts will play a critical role in addressing3



global challenges, reducing our environmental footprint, and creating4



sustainable materials including renewable chemicals made from Nebraska-5



based agricultural products.6



Sec. 68.  For purposes of the Renewable Chemical Production Tax7



Credit Act, unless the context otherwise requires:8



(1) Biomass feedstock means sugar, starch, polysaccharide, glycerin,9



lignin, fat, grease, or oil derived from plants, animals, or algae or a10



protein capable of being converted to a building block chemical by means11



of a biological or chemical conversion process;12



(2) Building block chemical means a molecule that is converted from13



biomass feedstock as a first product or a secondarily derived product14



that can be further refined into a higher-value chemical, material, or15



consumer product;16



(3) Director means the Director of Economic Development;17



(4) Eligible business means a business that has been certified by18



the director under section 69 of this act;19



(5) Food additive means a building block chemical that is not20



primarily consumed as food but which, when combined with other21



components, improves the taste, appearance, odor, texture, shelf life, or22



nutritional content of food. The director, in his or her discretion,23



shall determine whether or not a biobased chemical is primarily consumed24



as food;25



(6) Pre-eligibility production threshold means, with respect to each26



eligible business, the number of pounds of renewable chemicals produced,27



if any, by an eligible business during the calendar year prior to the28



calendar year in which the business first qualified as an eligible29



business pursuant to section 69 of this act; and30



(7)(a) Renewable chemical means a building block chemical with a31
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significant biobased content that can be used for products including1



polymers, plastics, food additives, solvents, intermediate chemicals, or2



other formulated products with a significant nonfossil carbon content.3



(b) Renewable chemical includes:4



(i) Biobased chemicals that can be a food, feed, or fuel additive;5



and6



(ii) Supplements, vitamins, nutraceuticals, and pharmaceuticals.7



(c) The director may include additional chemicals or materials in8



the definition of renewable chemical by rule and regulation after9



consulting with appropriate experts from the University of Nebraska,10



including, but not limited to, the Industrial Agricultural Products11



Center.12



(d) Renewable chemical does not include a chemical sold or used as13



fuel.14



Sec. 69.  (1) A business may apply to the director for certification15



as an eligible business. The program certification application shall be16



in the form and be made under the procedures specified by the director.17



(2) Within thirty days after receiving a program certification18



application under this section, the director shall certify the business19



as satisfying the conditions required of an eligible business, request20



additional information, or deny the program certification application. If21



the director requests additional information, the director shall certify22



the business or deny the program certification application within thirty23



days after receiving the additional information. If the director neither24



certifies the business nor denies the program certification application25



within thirty days after receiving the original program certification26



application or within thirty days after receiving the additional27



information requested, whichever is later, then the program certification28



application is deemed approved if the business meets the requirements in29



subsection (3) of this section. A business that applies for program30



certification and is denied may reapply.31
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(3) To be certified as an eligible business under the Renewable1



Chemical Production Tax Credit Act, a business shall meet all of the2



following requirements:3



(a) The business produced at least one million pounds of renewable4



chemicals in this state during the calendar year for which tax credits5



are sought;6



(b) The business is physically located in this state;7



(c) The business organized, expanded, or located in this state on or8



after the operative date of this section; and9



(d) The business is in compliance with all agreements entered into10



under the act and pursuant to any other tax credits or programs11



administered by the Department of Economic Development or the Department12



of Revenue.13



(4)(a) An eligible business shall enter into an agreement with the14



director for the successful completion of all requirements of the act.15



The agreement may certify the business to receive tax credits under the16



act for up to four years.17



(b) As part of the agreement, the eligible business shall agree to18



collect and provide any information reasonably required by the director19



or the Department of Revenue in order to allow the director and20



department to fulfill their reporting obligations under section 75 of21



this act.22



Sec. 70.  The director shall consider program certification23



applications under section 69 of this act in the order in which they are24



received. The director may accept program certification applications on a25



continuous basis or may establish, by rule and regulation, an annual26



program certification application deadline. The director may approve27



program certification applications for eligible businesses for a total of28



up to three million dollars in tax credits for calendar years 2022 and29



2023 and up to six million dollars per calendar year for calendar years30



2024 and beyond. Program certification applications approved after such31
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annual limit has been reached shall be placed on a wait list in the order1



in which they are received.2



Sec. 71.  (1) An eligible business may apply to the Department of3



Revenue for tax credits under the Renewable Chemical Production Tax4



Credit Act.5



(2) To receive tax credits, the eligible business shall submit a tax6



credit application to the Department of Revenue on a form prescribed by7



the department. The tax credit application shall be made during the8



calendar year following the calendar year in which the eligible business9



produced the renewable chemicals for which it seeks tax credits. The tax10



credit application shall include the following information:11



(a) The number of pounds of renewable chemicals produced in the12



state by the eligible business during the calendar year for which tax13



credits are sought; and14



(b) Any other information reasonably required by the department in15



order to establish and verify the amount of credits earned under the act.16



(3) An eligible business shall fulfill all the requirements of the17



act and its agreement with the director under section 69 of this act18



before receiving tax credits under the act or entering into a subsequent19



agreement. If an agreement is not successfully fulfilled, the director20



may decline to enter into a subsequent agreement and the Department of21



Revenue may decline to issue a tax credit.22



(4) If the department determines that a tax credit application is23



complete, that an eligible business qualifies for tax credits, and that24



the eligible business has fulfilled all requirements of its agreement25



with the director, the department shall approve the tax credit26



application within the limits set forth in sections 70 and 72 of this act27



and shall certify the amount of tax credits approved to the eligible28



business.29



Sec. 72.  (1) The tax credit under the Renewable Chemical Production30



Tax Credit Act shall be in an amount equal to the product of seven and31
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one-half cents multiplied by the number of pounds of renewable chemicals1



produced in this state by the eligible business during each calendar year2



in excess of the eligible business’s pre-eligibility production3



threshold. The maximum amount of tax credits that may be issued to an4



eligible business under a single tax credit application shall not exceed5



one million five hundred thousand dollars per year.6



(2) The tax credit shall be a refundable credit that may be used7



against any income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967. Any8



credit in excess of the eligible business' tax liability shall be9



refunded to the taxpayer.10



(3) An eligible business shall not receive a tax credit for11



renewable chemicals produced before the date the business first qualified12



as an eligible business.13



(4) The tax credit shall not be available for any renewable14



chemicals produced before the 2022 calendar year.15



(5) Any tax credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability16



company, a subchapter S corporation, or an estate or trust may be17



distributed to the partners, limited liability company members,18



shareholders, or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is19



distributed.20



(6) An eligible business shall claim the tax credit by attaching the21



tax credit certification received from the department under section 71 of22



this act to its tax return for the tax year in which the credit was23



approved.24



Sec. 73.  The failure by an eligible business in fulfilling any25



requirement of the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act or any of26



the terms and obligations of an agreement entered into pursuant to27



section 69 of this act may result in the reduction, termination, or28



rescission of the tax credits under the act and may subject the eligible29



business to the repayment or recapture of tax credits claimed.30



Sec. 74.  Except for the identity of a recipient of tax credits31



AM2156
LB720
MLU - 01/28/2020



AM2156
LB720



MLU - 01/28/2020



-64-











under the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act and the amount of1



such credits, any information or record in the possession of the2



Department of Economic Development or Department of Revenue with respect3



to the act shall be presumed by such departments to be a trade secret and4



shall be kept confidential by such departments unless otherwise ordered5



by a court.6



Sec. 75.  (1) On or before January 31, 2024, and on or before each7



January 31 thereafter, the director and the Department of Revenue shall8



electronically submit a report on the Renewable Chemical Production Tax9



Credit Act to the Revenue Committee of the Legislature. At a minimum, the10



report shall include the following information regarding tax credits and11



the recipients of such credits:12



(a) The aggregate number of pounds, and a list of each type, of13



renewable chemicals produced in Nebraska by all recipients (i) during the14



calendar year prior to the calendar year for which each recipient first15



received tax credits and (ii) for each calendar year thereafter;16



(b) The aggregate sales of all renewable chemicals produced by all17



recipients in each calendar year for which there are at least five18



recipients;19



(c) The aggregate number of pounds, and a list of each type, of20



biomass feedstock used in the production of renewable chemicals in21



Nebraska by all recipients (i) during the calendar year prior to the22



calendar year for which each recipient first received tax credits and23



(ii) for each calendar year thereafter;24



(d) The number of employees located in Nebraska of all recipients25



(i) during the calendar year prior to the calendar year for which each26



recipient first received tax credits and (ii) for each calendar year27



thereafter;28



(e) The number and aggregate amount of tax credits issued for each29



calendar year;30



(f) The number of eligible businesses placed on the wait list for31
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each calendar year and the total number of eligible businesses remaining1



on the wait list at the end of that calendar year;2



(g) The dollar amount of tax credit claims placed on the wait list3



for each calendar year and the total dollar amount of tax credit claims4



remaining on the wait list at the end of that calendar year;5



(h) For each eligible business which received tax credits during6



each calendar year: (i) The identity of the eligible business; (ii) the7



amount of the tax credits; and (iii) the manner in which the eligible8



business first qualified as an eligible business, whether by organizing,9



expanding, or locating in the state; and10



(i) The total amount of all tax credits claimed during each calendar11



year, and the portion issued as refunds.12



(2) In order to protect the presumption of confidentiality provided13



for in section 74 of this act, the director and Department of Revenue14



shall report all information in an aggregate form to prevent, to the15



extent reasonably possible, information being attributable to any16



particular eligible business, except as provided in subdivision (1)(h) of17



this section.18



Sec. 76.  The Department of Economic Development and Department of19



Revenue may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations necessary to carry20



out the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.21



Sec. 77.  Sections 77 to 82 of this act shall be known and may be22



cited as the Customized Job Training Act.23



Sec. 78.  The Customized Job Training Act shall be administered by24



the Department of Economic Development to provide funds in the form of25



grants to employers for reimbursement of job training expenses as set26



forth in the act.27



Sec. 79.  The Customized Job Training Cash Fund is created. Funds in28



the Customized Job Training Cash Fund shall be used for (1) general29



administrative costs of awarding job training reimbursement grants under30



the Customized Job Training Act and (2) job training reimbursement31
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grants. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested1



by the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital2



Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.3



Sec. 80.  (1) Employers applying for job training reimbursement4



grants under the Customized Job Training Act shall apply to the5



Department of Economic Development. The department shall provide job6



training reimbursement grants for job training programs for jobs that are7



net new jobs or that result in a net increase in wages per employee. The8



job training reimbursement grants shall be in proportion to the committed9



number of net new jobs created or committed net increase in wages per10



employee. The amount of each grant and number of grants awarded shall be11



determined by the department based upon available funding.12



(2) The department shall create a job training reimbursement grant13



application, have authority to approve applications, and authorize the14



total amount of job training reimbursement grants expected to be awarded15



as a result of the training if the Director of Economic Development is16



satisfied that the plan in the application defines training that meets17



the eligibility requirements.18



(3) The department shall submit an annual report electronically to19



the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature that includes the total20



number of job training reimbursement grants awarded, the total dollar21



amount of job training reimbursement grants awarded and to whom, the22



total expenditures made in administering the Customized Job Training Act,23



the number of individuals trained, the average wage of net new jobs, and24



a summary of the training provided.25



Sec. 81.  (1) In order for an employer to apply for a job training26



reimbursement grant under the Customized Job Training Act:27



(a) The jobs being trained for must be net new jobs or result in a28



net increase in wages per employee; and29



(b) The jobs being trained for must meet or exceed the Nebraska30



average annual wage.31
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(2) Training may be provided by:1



(a) The community college system or any accredited postsecondary2



educational institution;3



(b) A Nebraska secondary school, public or private;4



(c) A Nebraska educational service unit; or5



(d) Any qualified training provider if the training results in:6



(i) A national, state, or locally recognized certificate;7



(ii) Preparation for a professional examination or licensure;8



(iii) Endorsement for an existing credential or license; or9



(iv) Development of recognized skill standards as defined by an10



industrial sector.11



Sec. 82.  An employer receiving a grant shall provide to the12



Department of Economic Development documentation:13



(1) Showing the completion of the eligible job training. The14



department may require reimbursement of any funds for training not15



meeting eligibility requirements; and16



(2) Showing that the employer has maintained or exceeded its current17



level of training expenditures in the fiscal year in which the grant was18



awarded.19



Sec. 83. Section 18-2119, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,20



2018, is amended to read:21



18-2119 (1) An authority shall, by public notice by publication once22



each week for two consecutive weeks in a legal newspaper having a general23



circulation in the city, prior to the consideration of any redevelopment24



contract proposal relating to real estate owned or to be owned by the25



authority, invite proposals from, and make available all pertinent26



information to, private redevelopers or any persons interested in27



undertaking the redevelopment of an area, or any part thereof, which the28



governing body has declared to be in need of redevelopment. Such notice29



shall identify the area, and shall state that such further information as30



is available may be obtained at the office of the authority. The31
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authority shall consider all redevelopment proposals and the financial1



and legal ability of the prospective redevelopers to carry out their2



proposals and may negotiate with any redevelopers for proposals for the3



purchase or lease of any real property in the redevelopment project area.4



The authority may accept such redevelopment contract proposal as it deems5



to be in the public interest and in furtherance of the purposes of the6



Community Development Law if the authority has, not less than thirty days7



prior thereto, notified the governing body in writing of its intention to8



accept such redevelopment contract proposal. Thereafter, the authority9



may execute such redevelopment contract in accordance with the provisions10



of section 18-2118 and deliver deeds, leases, and other instruments and11



take all steps necessary to effectuate such redevelopment contract. In12



its discretion, the authority may, without regard to the foregoing13



provisions of this section, dispose of real property in a redevelopment14



project area to private redevelopers for redevelopment under such15



reasonable competitive bidding procedures as it shall prescribe, subject16



to the provisions of section 18-2118.17



(2) In the case of any real estate owned by a redeveloper, the18



authority may enter into a redevelopment contract providing for such19



undertakings as the authority shall determine appropriate. Any such20



redevelopment contract relating to real estate within an enhanced21



employment area shall include a statement of the redeveloper's consent22



with respect to the designation of the area as an enhanced employment23



area, shall be recorded with respect to the real estate owned by the24



redeveloper, and shall be binding upon all future owners of such real25



estate.26



(3)(a) Prior to entering into a redevelopment contract pursuant to27



this section for a redevelopment plan that includes the division of taxes28



as provided in section 18-2147, the authority shall require the29



redeveloper to certify the following to the authority:30



(i) Whether the redeveloper has filed or intends to file an31
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application with the Department of Revenue to receive tax incentives1



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for a2



project located or to be located within the redevelopment project area;3



(ii) Whether such application includes or will include, as one of4



the tax incentives, a refund of the city’s local option sales tax5



revenue; and6



(iii) Whether such application has been approved under the Nebraska7



Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.8



(b) The authority may consider the information provided under9



subdivision (3)(a) of this section in determining whether to enter into10



the redevelopment contract.11



(4) A redevelopment contract for a redevelopment plan or12



redevelopment project that includes the division of taxes as provided in13



section 18-2147 shall include a provision requiring that the redeveloper14



retain copies of all supporting documents that are associated with the15



redevelopment plan or redevelopment project and that are received or16



generated by the redeveloper for three years following the end of the17



last fiscal year in which ad valorem taxes are divided and provide such18



copies to the city as needed to comply with the city’s retention19



requirements under section 18-2117.04. For purposes of this subsection,20



supporting document includes any cost-benefit analysis conducted pursuant21



to section 18-2113 and any invoice, receipt, claim, or contract received22



or generated by the redeveloper that provides support for receipts or23



payments associated with the division of taxes.24



(5) A redevelopment contract for a redevelopment plan that includes25



the division of taxes as provided in section 18-2147 may include a26



provision requiring that all ad valorem taxes levied upon real property27



in a redevelopment project be paid before the taxes become delinquent in28



order for such redevelopment project to receive funds from such division29



of taxes.30



Sec. 84. Section 18-2710.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,31
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2018, is amended to read:1



18-2710.03 (1) At the time that a qualifying business applies to a2



city to participate in an economic development program, the qualifying3



business shall certify the following to the city:4



(a) Whether the qualifying business has filed or intends to file an5



application with the Department of Revenue to receive tax incentives6



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for the same7



project for which the qualifying business is seeking financial assistance8



under the Local Option Municipal Economic Development Act;9



(b) Whether such application includes or will include, as one of the10



tax incentives, a refund of the city's local option sales tax revenue;11



and12



(c) Whether such application has been approved under the Nebraska13



Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.14



(2) The city may consider the information provided under this15



section in determining whether to provide financial assistance to the16



qualifying business under the Local Option Municipal Economic Development17



Act.18



Sec. 85. Section 49-801.01, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,19



2018, is amended to read:20



49-801.01 Except as provided by Article VIII, section 1B, of the21



Constitution of Nebraska and in sections 77-1106, 77-1108, 77-1109,22



77-1117, 77-1119, 77-2701.01, 77-2714 to 77-27,123, 77-27,191, 77-2902,23



77-2906, 77-2908, 77-2909, 77-4103, 77-4104, 77-4108, 77-5509, 77-5515,24



77-5527 to 77-5529, 77-5539, 77-5717 to 77-5719, 77-5728, 77-5802,25



77-5803, 77-5806, 77-5903, 77-6302, and 77-6306 and sections 11, 15, 19,26



21, 22, 31, 34, 42, 51, 55, and 61 of this act, any reference to the27



Internal Revenue Code refers to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as it28



exists on April 12, 2018.29



Sec. 86. Section 50-1209, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is30



amended to read:31
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50-1209 (1) Tax incentive performance audits shall be conducted by1



the office pursuant to this section on the following tax incentive2



programs:3



(a) The Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act;4



(b) The ImagiNE Nebraska Act;5



(c) (b) The Nebraska Advantage Act;6



(d) (c) The Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act;7



(e) (d) The Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act;8



(f) (e) The Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act;9



(g) (f) The Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act;10



(h) (g) The New Markets Job Growth Investment Act; and11



(i) (h) Any other tax incentive program created by the Legislature12



for the purpose of recruitment or retention of businesses in Nebraska. In13



determining whether a future tax incentive program is enacted for the14



purpose of recruitment or retention of businesses, the office shall15



consider legislative intent, including legislative statements of purpose16



and goals, and may also consider whether the tax incentive program is17



promoted as a business incentive by the Department of Economic18



Development or other relevant state agency.19



(2) The office shall develop a schedule for conducting tax incentive20



performance audits and shall update the schedule annually. The schedule21



shall ensure that each tax incentive program is reviewed at least once22



every five years.23



(3) Each tax incentive performance audit conducted by the office24



pursuant to this section shall include the following:25



(a) An analysis of whether the tax incentive program is meeting the26



following goals:27



(i) Strengthening the state's economy overall by:28



(A) Attracting new business to the state;29



(B) Expanding existing businesses;30



(C) Increasing employment, particularly employment of full-time31
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workers. The analysis shall consider whether the job growth in those1



businesses receiving tax incentives is at least ten percent above2



industry averages;3



(D) Creating high-quality jobs; and4



(E) Increasing business investment;5



(ii) Revitalizing rural areas and other distressed areas of the6



state;7



(iii) Diversifying the state's economy and positioning Nebraska for8



the future by stimulating entrepreneurial firms, high-tech firms, and9



renewable energy firms; and10



(iv) Any other program-specific goals found in the statutes for the11



tax incentive program being evaluated;12



(b) An analysis of the economic and fiscal impacts of the tax13



incentive program. The analysis may take into account the following14



considerations in addition to other relevant factors:15



(i) The costs per full-time worker. When practical and applicable,16



such costs shall be considered in at least the following two ways:17



(A) By an estimation including the minimum investment required to18



qualify for benefits; and19



(B) By an estimation including all investment;20



(ii) The extent to which the tax incentive changes business21



behavior;22



(iii) The results of the tax incentive for the economy of Nebraska23



as a whole. This consideration includes both direct and indirect impacts24



generally and any effects on other Nebraska businesses; and25



(iv) A comparison to the results of other economic development26



strategies with similar goals, other policies, or other incentives;27



(c) An assessment of whether adequate protections are in place to28



ensure the fiscal impact of the tax incentive does not increase29



substantially beyond the state's expectations in future years;30



(d) An assessment of the fiscal impact of the tax incentive on the31
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budgets of local governments, if applicable; and1



(e) Recommendations for any changes to statutes or rules and2



regulations that would allow the tax incentive program to be more easily3



evaluated in the future, including changes to data collection, reporting,4



sharing of information, and clarification of goals.5



(4) For purposes of this section:6



(a) Distressed area means an area of substantial unemployment as7



determined by the Department of Labor pursuant to the Nebraska Workforce8



Innovation and Opportunity Act;9



(b) Full-time worker means an individual (i) who usually works10



thirty-five hours per week or more, (ii) whose employment is reported to11



the Department of Labor on two consecutive quarterly wage reports, and12



(iii) who earns wages equal to or exceeding the state minimum wage;13



(c) High-quality job means a job that:14



(i) Averages at least thirty-five hours of employment per week;15



(ii) Is reported to the Department of Labor on two consecutive16



quarterly wage reports; and17



(iii) Earns wages that are at least ten percent higher than the18



statewide industry sector average and that equal or exceed:19



(A) One hundred ten percent of the Nebraska average weekly wage if20



the job is in a county with a population of less than one hundred21



thousand inhabitants; or22



(B) One hundred twenty percent of the Nebraska average weekly wage23



if the job is in a county with a population of one hundred thousand24



inhabitants or more;25



(d) High-tech firm means a person or unitary group that has a26



location with any of the following four-digit code designations under the27



North American Industry Classification System as assigned by the28



Department of Labor: 2111, 3254, 3341, 3342, 3344, 3345, 3364, 5112,29



5173, 5179, 5182, 5191, 5413, 5415, or 5417;30



(e) Nebraska average weekly wage means the most recent average31
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weekly wage paid by all employers in all counties in Nebraska as reported1



by the Department of Labor by October 1 of each year;2



(f) New business means a person or unitary group participating in a3



tax incentive program that did not pay income taxes or wages in the state4



more than two years prior to submitting an application under the tax5



incentive program. For any tax incentive program without an application6



process, new business means a person or unitary group participating in7



the program that did not pay income taxes or wages in the state more than8



two years prior to the first day of the first tax year for which a tax9



benefit was earned;10



(g) Renewable energy firm means a person or unitary group that has a11



location with any of the following six-digit code designations under the12



North American Industry Classification System as assigned by the13



Department of Labor: 111110, 111120, 111130, 111140, 111150, 111160,14



111191, 111199, 111211, 111219, 111310, 111320, 111331, 111332, 111333,15



111334, 111335, 111336, 111339, 111411, 111419, 111930, 111991, 113310,16



221111, 221114, 221115, 221116, 221117, 221118, 221330, 237130, 237210,17



237990, 325193, 325199, 331512, 331513, 331523, 331524, 331529, 332111,18



332112, 333414, 333415, 333511, 333611, 333612, 333613, 334519, 485510,19



541330, 541360, 541370, 541620, 541690, 541713, 541714, 541715, 561730,20



or 562213;21



(h) Rural area means any village or city of the second class in this22



state or any county in this state with fewer than twenty-five thousand23



residents; and24



(i) Unitary group has the same meaning as in section 77-2734.04.25



Sec. 87. Section 66-1344, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is26



amended to read:27



66-1344 (1) Beginning June 1, 2000, during such period as funds28



remain in the Ethanol Production Incentive Cash Fund, any ethanol29



facility shall receive a credit of seven and one-half cents per gallon of30



ethanol, before denaturing, for new production for a period not to exceed31
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thirty-six consecutive months. For purposes of this subsection, new1



production means production which results from the expansion of an2



existing facility's capacity by at least two million gallons first placed3



into service after June 1, 1999, as certified by the facility's design4



engineer to the Department of Revenue. For expansion of an existing5



facility's capacity, new production means production in excess of the6



average of the highest three months of ethanol production at an ethanol7



facility during the twenty-four-month period immediately preceding8



certification of the facility by the design engineer. No credits shall be9



allowed under this subsection for expansion of an existing facility's10



capacity until production is in excess of twelve times the three-month11



average amount determined under this subsection during any twelve-12



consecutive-month period beginning no sooner than June 1, 2000. New13



production shall be approved by the Department of Revenue based on such14



ethanol production records as may be necessary to reasonably determine15



new production. This credit must be earned on or before December 31,16



2003.17



(2)(a) Beginning January 1, 2002, any new ethanol facility which is18



in production at the minimum rate of one hundred thousand gallons19



annually for the production of ethanol, before denaturing, and which has20



provided to the Department of Revenue written evidence substantiating21



that the ethanol facility has received the requisite authority from the22



Department of Environment and Energy and from the United States23



Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and24



Explosives, on or before June 30, 2004, shall receive a credit of25



eighteen cents per gallon of ethanol produced for ninety-six consecutive26



months beginning with the first calendar month for which it is eligible27



to receive such credit and ending not later than June 30, 2012, if the28



facility is defined by subdivision (b)(i) of this subsection, and for29



forty-eight consecutive months beginning with the first calendar month30



for which it is eligible to receive such credit and ending not later than31
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June 30, 2008, if the facility is defined by subdivision (b)(ii) of this1



subsection. The new ethanol facility shall provide an analysis to the2



Department of Revenue of samples of the product collected according to3



procedures specified by the department no later than July 30, 2004, and4



at least annually thereafter. The analysis shall be prepared by an5



independent laboratory meeting the International Organization for6



Standardization standard ISO/IEC 17025:1999. Prior to collecting the7



samples, the new ethanol facility shall notify the department which may8



observe the sampling procedures utilized by the new ethanol facility to9



obtain the samples to be submitted for independent analysis. The minimum10



rate shall be established for a period of at least thirty days. In this11



regard, the new ethanol facility must produce at least eight thousand two12



hundred nineteen gallons of ethanol within a thirty-day period. The13



ethanol must be finished product which is ready for sale to customers.14



(b) For purposes of this subsection, new ethanol facility means a15



facility for the conversion of grain or other raw feedstock into ethanol16



and other byproducts of ethanol production which (i) is not in production17



on or before September 1, 2001, or (ii) has not received credits prior to18



June 1, 1999. A new ethanol facility does not mean an expansion of an19



existing ethanol plant that does not result in the physical construction20



of an entire ethanol processing facility or which shares or uses in a21



significant manner any existing plant's systems or processes and does not22



include the expansion of production capacity constructed after June 30,23



2004, of a plant qualifying for credits under this subsection. This24



definition applies to contracts entered into after April 16, 2004.25



(c) Not more than fifteen million six hundred twenty-five thousand26



gallons of ethanol produced annually at an ethanol facility shall be27



eligible for credits under this subsection. Not more than one hundred28



twenty-five million gallons of ethanol produced at an ethanol facility by29



the end of the ninety-six-consecutive-month period or forty-eight-30



consecutive-month period set forth in this subsection shall be eligible31



AM2156
LB720
MLU - 01/28/2020



AM2156
LB720



MLU - 01/28/2020



-77-











for credits under this subsection.1



(3) The credits described in this section shall be given only for2



ethanol produced at a plant in Nebraska at which all fermentation,3



distillation, and dehydration takes place. No credit shall be given on4



ethanol produced for or sold for use in the production of beverage5



alcohol. Not more than ten million gallons of ethanol produced during any6



twelve-consecutive-month period at an ethanol facility shall be eligible7



for the credit described in subsection (1) of this section. The credits8



described in this section shall be in the form of a nonrefundable,9



transferable motor vehicle fuel tax credit certificate. No transfer of10



credits will be allowed between the ethanol producer and motor vehicle11



fuel licensees who are related parties.12



(4) Ethanol production eligible for credits under this section shall13



be measured by a device approved by the Division of Weights and Measures14



of the Department of Agriculture. Confirmation of approval by the15



division shall be provided by the ethanol facility at the time the16



initial claim for credits provided under this section is submitted to the17



Department of Revenue and annually thereafter. Claims submitted by the18



ethanol producer shall be based on the total number of gallons of ethanol19



produced, before denaturing, during the reporting period measured in20



gross gallons.21



(5) The Department of Revenue shall prescribe an application form22



and procedures for claiming credits under this section. In order for a23



claim for credits to be accepted, it must be filed by the ethanol24



producer within three years of the date the ethanol was produced or by25



September 30, 2012, whichever occurs first.26



(6) Every producer of ethanol shall maintain records similar to27



those required by section 66-487. The ethanol producer must maintain28



invoices, meter readings, load-out sheets or documents, inventory29



records, including work-in-progress, finished goods, and denaturant, and30



other memoranda requested by the Department of Revenue relevant to the31
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production of ethanol. On an annual basis, the ethanol producer shall1



also be required to furnish the department with copies of the reports2



filed with the United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol,3



Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The maintenance of all of this4



information in a provable computer format or on microfilm is acceptable5



in lieu of retention of the original documents. The records must be6



retained for a period of not less than three years after the claim for7



ethanol credits is filed.8



(7) For purposes of ascertaining the correctness of any application9



for claiming a credit provided in this section, the Tax Commissioner (a)10



may examine or cause to have examined, by any agent or representative11



designated by him or her for that purpose, any books, papers, records, or12



memoranda bearing upon such matters, (b) may by summons require the13



attendance of the person responsible for rendering the application or14



other document or any officer or employee of such person or the15



attendance of any other person having knowledge in the premises, and (c)16



may take testimony and require proof material for his or her information,17



with power to administer oaths or affirmations to such person or persons.18



The time and place of examination pursuant to this subsection shall be19



such time and place as may be fixed by the Tax Commissioner and as are20



reasonable under the circumstances. In the case of a summons, the date21



fixed for appearance before the Tax Commissioner shall not be less than22



twenty days from the time of service of the summons. No taxpayer shall be23



subjected to unreasonable or unnecessary examinations or investigations.24



All records obtained pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to the25



confidentiality requirements and exceptions thereto as provided in26



section 77-27,119.27



(8) To qualify for credits under this section, an ethanol producer28



shall provide public notice for bids before entering into any contract29



for the construction of a new ethanol facility. Preference shall be given30



to a bidder residing in Nebraska when awarding any contract for31
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construction of a new ethanol facility if comparable bids are submitted.1



For purposes of this subsection, bidder residing in Nebraska means any2



person, partnership, foreign or domestic limited liability company,3



association, or corporation authorized to engage in business in the state4



with employees permanently located in Nebraska. If an ethanol producer5



enters into a contract for the construction of a new ethanol facility6



with a bidder who is not a bidder residing in Nebraska, such producer7



shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Department of Revenue in its8



application for credits that no comparable bid was submitted by a9



responsible bidder residing in Nebraska. The department shall deny an10



application for credits if it is determined that the contract was denied11



to a responsible bidder residing in Nebraska without cause.12



(9) The pertinent provisions of Chapter 66, article 7, relating to13



the administration and imposition of motor fuel taxes shall apply to the14



administration and imposition of assessments made by the Department of15



Revenue relating to excess credits claimed by ethanol producers under the16



Ethanol Development Act. These provisions include, but are not limited17



to, issuance of a deficiency following an examination of records, an18



assessment becoming final after sixty days absent a written protest,19



presumptions regarding the burden of proof, issuance of deficiency within20



three years of original filing, issuance of notice by registered or21



certified mail, issuance of penalties and waiver thereof, issuance of22



interest and waiver thereof, and issuance of corporate officer or23



employee or limited liability company manager or member assessments. For24



purposes of determining interest and penalties, the due date will be25



considered to be the date on which the credits were used by the licensees26



to whom the credits were transferred.27



(10) If a written protest is filed by the ethanol producer with the28



department within the sixty-day period in subsection (9) of this section,29



the protest shall: (a) Identify the ethanol producer; (b) identify the30



proposed assessment which is being protested; (c) set forth each ground31
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under which a redetermination of the department's position is requested1



together with facts sufficient to acquaint the department with the exact2



basis thereof; (d) demand the relief to which the ethanol producer3



considers itself entitled; and (e) request that an evidentiary hearing be4



held to determine any issues raised by the protest if the ethanol5



producer desires such a hearing.6



(11) For applications received after April 16, 2004, an ethanol7



facility receiving benefits under the Ethanol Development Act shall not8



be eligible for benefits under the Employment and Investment Growth Act,9



the Invest Nebraska Act, or the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the ImagiNE10



Nebraska Act.11



Sec. 88. Section 77-202, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is12



amended to read:13



77-202 (1) The following property shall be exempt from property14



taxes:15



(a) Property of the state and its governmental subdivisions to the16



extent used or being developed for use by the state or governmental17



subdivision for a public purpose. For purposes of this subdivision:18



(i) Property of the state and its governmental subdivisions means19



(A) property held in fee title by the state or a governmental subdivision20



or (B) property beneficially owned by the state or a governmental21



subdivision in that it is used for a public purpose and is being acquired22



under a lease-purchase agreement, financing lease, or other instrument23



which provides for transfer of legal title to the property to the state24



or a governmental subdivision upon payment of all amounts due thereunder.25



If the property to be beneficially owned by a governmental subdivision26



has a total acquisition cost that exceeds the threshold amount or will be27



used as the site of a public building with a total estimated construction28



cost that exceeds the threshold amount, then such property shall qualify29



for an exemption under this section only if the question of acquiring30



such property or constructing such public building has been submitted at31



AM2156
LB720
MLU - 01/28/2020



AM2156
LB720



MLU - 01/28/2020



-81-











a primary, general, or special election held within the governmental1



subdivision and has been approved by the voters of the governmental2



subdivision. For purposes of this subdivision, threshold amount means the3



greater of fifty thousand dollars or six-tenths of one percent of the4



total actual value of real and personal property of the governmental5



subdivision that will beneficially own the property as of the end of the6



governmental subdivision's prior fiscal year; and7



(ii) Public purpose means use of the property (A) to provide public8



services with or without cost to the recipient, including the general9



operation of government, public education, public safety, transportation,10



public works, civil and criminal justice, public health and welfare,11



developments by a public housing authority, parks, culture, recreation,12



community development, and cemetery purposes, or (B) to carry out the13



duties and responsibilities conferred by law with or without14



consideration. Public purpose does not include leasing of property to a15



private party unless the lease of the property is at fair market value16



for a public purpose. Leases of property by a public housing authority to17



low-income individuals as a place of residence are for the authority's18



public purpose;19



(b) Unleased property of the state or its governmental subdivisions20



which is not being used or developed for use for a public purpose but21



upon which a payment in lieu of taxes is paid for public safety, rescue,22



and emergency services and road or street construction or maintenance23



services to all governmental units providing such services to the24



property. Except as provided in Article VIII, section 11, of the25



Constitution of Nebraska, the payment in lieu of taxes shall be based on26



the proportionate share of the cost of providing public safety, rescue,27



or emergency services and road or street construction or maintenance28



services unless a general policy is adopted by the governing body of the29



governmental subdivision providing such services which provides for a30



different method of determining the amount of the payment in lieu of31
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taxes. The governing body may adopt a general policy by ordinance or1



resolution for determining the amount of payment in lieu of taxes by2



majority vote after a hearing on the ordinance or resolution. Such3



ordinance or resolution shall nevertheless result in an equitable4



contribution for the cost of providing such services to the exempt5



property;6



(c) Property owned by and used exclusively for agricultural and7



horticultural societies;8



(d) Property owned by educational, religious, charitable, or9



cemetery organizations, or any organization for the exclusive benefit of10



any such educational, religious, charitable, or cemetery organization,11



and used exclusively for educational, religious, charitable, or cemetery12



purposes, when such property is not (i) owned or used for financial gain13



or profit to either the owner or user, (ii) used for the sale of14



alcoholic liquors for more than twenty hours per week, or (iii) owned or15



used by an organization which discriminates in membership or employment16



based on race, color, or national origin. For purposes of this17



subdivision, educational organization means (A) an institution operated18



exclusively for the purpose of offering regular courses with systematic19



instruction in academic, vocational, or technical subjects or assisting20



students through services relating to the origination, processing, or21



guarantying of federally reinsured student loans for higher education or22



(B) a museum or historical society operated exclusively for the benefit23



and education of the public. For purposes of this subdivision, charitable24



organization includes an organization operated exclusively for the25



purpose of the mental, social, or physical benefit of the public or an26



indefinite number of persons and a fraternal benefit society organized27



and licensed under sections 44-1072 to 44-10,109; and28



(e) Household goods and personal effects not owned or used for29



financial gain or profit to either the owner or user.30



(2) The increased value of land by reason of shade and ornamental31
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trees planted along the highway shall not be taken into account in the1



valuation of land.2



(3) Tangible personal property which is not depreciable tangible3



personal property as defined in section 77-119 shall be exempt from4



property tax.5



(4) Motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers required to be6



registered for operation on the highways of this state shall be exempt7



from payment of property taxes.8



(5) Business and agricultural inventory shall be exempt from the9



personal property tax. For purposes of this subsection, business10



inventory includes personal property owned for purposes of leasing or11



renting such property to others for financial gain only if the personal12



property is of a type which in the ordinary course of business is leased13



or rented thirty days or less and may be returned at the option of the14



lessee or renter at any time and the personal property is of a type which15



would be considered household goods or personal effects if owned by an16



individual. All other personal property owned for purposes of leasing or17



renting such property to others for financial gain shall not be18



considered business inventory.19



(6) Any personal property exempt pursuant to subsection (2) of20



section 77-4105 or section 77-5209.02 shall be exempt from the personal21



property tax.22



(7) Livestock shall be exempt from the personal property tax.23



(8) Any personal property exempt pursuant to the Nebraska Advantage24



Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be exempt from the personal25



property tax.26



(9) Any depreciable tangible personal property used directly in the27



generation of electricity using wind as the fuel source shall be exempt28



from the property tax levied on depreciable tangible personal property.29



Any depreciable tangible personal property used directly in the30



generation of electricity using solar, biomass, or landfill gas as the31
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fuel source shall be exempt from the property tax levied on depreciable1



tangible personal property if such depreciable tangible personal property2



was installed on or after January 1, 2016, and has a nameplate capacity3



of one hundred kilowatts or more. Depreciable tangible personal property4



used directly in the generation of electricity using wind, solar,5



biomass, or landfill gas as the fuel source includes, but is not limited6



to, wind turbines, rotors and blades, towers, solar panels, trackers,7



generating equipment, transmission components, substations, supporting8



structures or racks, inverters, and other system components such as9



wiring, control systems, switchgears, and generator step-up transformers.10



(10) Any tangible personal property that is acquired by a person11



operating a data center located in this state, that is assembled,12



engineered, processed, fabricated, manufactured into, attached to, or13



incorporated into other tangible personal property, both in component14



form or that of an assembled product, for the purpose of subsequent use15



at a physical location outside this state by the person operating a data16



center shall be exempt from the personal property tax. Such exemption17



extends to keeping, retaining, or exercising any right or power over18



tangible personal property in this state for the purpose of subsequently19



transporting it outside this state for use thereafter outside this state.20



For purposes of this subsection, data center means computers, supporting21



equipment, and other organized assembly of hardware or software that are22



designed to centralize the storage, management, or dissemination of data23



and information, environmentally controlled structures or facilities or24



interrelated structures or facilities that provide the infrastructure for25



housing the equipment, such as raised flooring, electricity supply,26



communication and data lines, Internet access, cooling, security, and27



fire suppression, and any building housing the foregoing.28



(11) For each person who owns property required to be reported to29



the county assessor under section 77-1201, there shall be allowed an30



exemption amount as provided in the Personal Property Tax Relief Act. For31
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each person who owns property required to be valued by the state as1



provided in section 77-601, 77-682, 77-801, or 77-1248, there shall be2



allowed a compensating exemption factor as provided in the Personal3



Property Tax Relief Act.4



Sec. 89. Section 77-1229, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is5



amended to read:6



77-1229 (1) Every person required by section 77-1201 to list and7



value taxable tangible personal property shall list such property upon8



the forms prescribed by the Tax Commissioner. The forms shall be9



available from the county assessor and when completed shall be signed by10



each person or his or her agent and be filed with the county assessor.11



The forms shall be filed on or before May 1 of each year.12



(2) Any person seeking a personal property exemption pursuant to13



subsection (2) of section 77-4105, or the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the14



ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall annually file a copy of the forms required15



pursuant to section 77-4105 or the act with the county assessor in each16



county in which the person is requesting exemption. The copy shall be17



filed on or before May 1. Failure to timely file the required forms shall18



cause the forfeiture of the exemption for the tax year. If a taxpayer19



pursuant to this subsection also has taxable tangible personal property,20



such property shall be listed and valued as required under subsection (1)21



of this section.22



Sec. 90. Section 77-2711, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is23



amended to read:24



77-2711 (1)(a) The Tax Commissioner shall enforce sections25



77-2701.04 to 77-2713 and may prescribe, adopt, and enforce rules and26



regulations relating to the administration and enforcement of such27



sections.28



(b) The Tax Commissioner may prescribe the extent to which any29



ruling or regulation shall be applied without retroactive effect.30



(2) The Tax Commissioner may employ accountants, auditors,31
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investigators, assistants, and clerks necessary for the efficient1



administration of the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and may delegate2



authority to his or her representatives to conduct hearings, prescribe3



regulations, or perform any other duties imposed by such act.4



(3)(a) Every seller, every retailer, and every person storing,5



using, or otherwise consuming in this state property purchased from a6



retailer shall keep such records, receipts, invoices, and other pertinent7



papers in such form as the Tax Commissioner may reasonably require.8



(b) Every such seller, retailer, or person shall keep such records9



for not less than three years from the making of such records unless the10



Tax Commissioner in writing sooner authorized their destruction.11



(4) The Tax Commissioner or any person authorized in writing by him12



or her may examine the books, papers, records, and equipment of any13



person selling property and any person liable for the use tax and may14



investigate the character of the business of the person in order to15



verify the accuracy of any return made or, if no return is made by the16



person, to ascertain and determine the amount required to be paid. In the17



examination of any person selling property or of any person liable for18



the use tax, an inquiry shall be made as to the accuracy of the reporting19



of city and county sales and use taxes for which the person is liable20



under the Local Option Revenue Act or sections 13-319, 13-324, 13-2813,21



and 77-6403 and the accuracy of the allocation made between the various22



counties, cities, villages, and municipal counties of the tax due. The23



Tax Commissioner may make or cause to be made copies of resale or24



exemption certificates and may pay a reasonable amount to the person25



having custody of the records for providing such copies.26



(5) The taxpayer shall have the right to keep or store his or her27



records at a point outside this state and shall make his or her records28



available to the Tax Commissioner at all times.29



(6) In administration of the use tax, the Tax Commissioner may30



require the filing of reports by any person or class of persons having in31
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his, her, or their possession or custody information relating to sales of1



property, the storage, use, or other consumption of which is subject to2



the tax. The report shall be filed when the Tax Commissioner requires and3



shall set forth the names and addresses of purchasers of the property,4



the sales price of the property, the date of sale, and such other5



information as the Tax Commissioner may require.6



(7) It shall be a Class I misdemeanor for the Tax Commissioner or7



any official or employee of the Tax Commissioner, the State Treasurer, or8



the Department of Administrative Services to make known in any manner9



whatever the business affairs, operations, or information obtained by an10



investigation of records and activities of any retailer or any other11



person visited or examined in the discharge of official duty or the12



amount or source of income, profits, losses, expenditures, or any13



particular thereof, set forth or disclosed in any return, or to permit14



any return or copy thereof, or any book containing any abstract or15



particulars thereof to be seen or examined by any person not connected16



with the Tax Commissioner. Nothing in this section shall be construed to17



prohibit (a) the delivery to a taxpayer, his or her duly authorized18



representative, or his or her successors, receivers, trustees, executors,19



administrators, assignees, or guarantors, if directly interested, of a20



certified copy of any return or report in connection with his or her tax,21



(b) the publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the22



identification of particular reports or returns and the items thereof,23



(c) the inspection by the Attorney General, other legal representative of24



the state, or county attorney of the reports or returns of any taxpayer25



when either (i) information on the reports or returns is considered by26



the Attorney General to be relevant to any action or proceeding27



instituted by the taxpayer or against whom an action or proceeding is28



being considered or has been commenced by any state agency or the county29



or (ii) the taxpayer has instituted an action to review the tax based30



thereon or an action or proceeding against the taxpayer for collection of31
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tax or failure to comply with the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 is being1



considered or has been commenced, (d) the furnishing of any information2



to the United States Government or to states allowing similar privileges3



to the Tax Commissioner, (e) the disclosure of information and records to4



a collection agency contracting with the Tax Commissioner pursuant to5



sections 77-377.01 to 77-377.04, (f) the disclosure to another party to a6



transaction of information and records concerning the transaction between7



the taxpayer and the other party, (g) the disclosure of information8



pursuant to section 77-27,195 or 77-5731 or section 37 or 39 of this act,9



or (h) the disclosure of information to the Department of Labor necessary10



for the administration of the Employment Security Law, the Contractor11



Registration Act, or the Employee Classification Act.12



(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this13



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Postal Inspector of the14



United States Postal Service or his or her delegates to inspect the15



reports or returns of any person filed pursuant to the Nebraska Revenue16



Act of 1967 when information on the reports or returns is relevant to any17



action or proceeding instituted or being considered by the United States18



Postal Service against such person for the fraudulent use of the mails to19



carry and deliver false and fraudulent tax returns to the Tax20



Commissioner with the intent to defraud the State of Nebraska or to evade21



the payment of Nebraska state taxes.22



(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this23



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit other tax officials of this24



state to inspect the tax returns, reports, and applications filed under25



sections 77-2701.04 to 77-2713, but such inspection shall be permitted26



only for purposes of enforcing a tax law and only to the extent and under27



the conditions prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax28



Commissioner.29



(10) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this30



section, the Tax Commissioner may, upon request, provide the county board31
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of any county which has exercised the authority granted by section1



81-3716 with a list of the names and addresses of the hotels located2



within the county for which lodging sales tax returns have been filed or3



for which lodging sales taxes have been remitted for the county's County4



Visitors Promotion Fund under the Nebraska Visitors Development Act.5



The information provided by the Tax Commissioner shall indicate only6



the names and addresses of the hotels located within the requesting7



county for which lodging sales tax returns have been filed for a8



specified period and the fact that lodging sales taxes remitted by or on9



behalf of the hotel have constituted a portion of the total sum remitted10



by the state to the county for a specified period under the provisions of11



the Nebraska Visitors Development Act. No additional information shall be12



revealed.13



(11)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this14



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request by the Auditor15



of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative Audit, make tax returns16



and tax return information open to inspection by or disclosure to the17



Auditor of Public Accounts or employees of the office of Legislative18



Audit for the purpose of and to the extent necessary in making an audit19



of the Department of Revenue pursuant to section 50-1205 or 84-304.20



Confidential tax returns and tax return information shall be audited only21



upon the premises of the Department of Revenue. All audit workpapers22



pertaining to the audit of the Department of Revenue shall be stored in a23



secure place in the Department of Revenue.24



(b) No employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or the office of25



Legislative Audit shall disclose to any person, other than another26



Auditor of Public Accounts or office employee whose official duties27



require such disclosure, any return or return information described in28



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 in a form which can be associated with29



or otherwise identify, directly or indirectly, a particular taxpayer.30



(c) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall31
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be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor. For purposes of this subsection,1



employee includes a former Auditor of Public Accounts or office of2



Legislative Audit employee.3



(12) For purposes of this subsection and subsections (11) and (14)4



of this section:5



(a) Disclosure means the making known to any person in any manner a6



tax return or return information;7



(b) Return information means:8



(i) A taxpayer's identification number and (A) the nature, source,9



or amount of his or her income, payments, receipts, deductions,10



exemptions, credits, assets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax11



withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments, whether the12



taxpayer's return was, is being, or will be examined or subject to other13



investigation or processing or (B) any other data received by, recorded14



by, prepared by, furnished to, or collected by the Tax Commissioner with15



respect to a return or the determination of the existence or possible16



existence of liability or the amount of liability of any person for any17



tax, penalty, interest, fine, forfeiture, or other imposition or offense;18



and19



(ii) Any part of any written determination or any background file20



document relating to such written determination; and21



(c) Tax return or return means any tax or information return or22



claim for refund required by, provided for, or permitted under sections23



77-2701 to 77-2713 which is filed with the Tax Commissioner by, on behalf24



of, or with respect to any person and any amendment or supplement25



thereto, including supporting schedules, attachments, or lists which are26



supplemental to or part of the filed return.27



(13) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this28



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon request, provide any29



municipality which has adopted the local option sales tax under the Local30



Option Revenue Act with a list of the names and addresses of the31
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retailers which have collected the local option sales tax for the1



municipality. The request may be made annually and shall be submitted to2



the Tax Commissioner on or before June 30 of each year. The information3



provided by the Tax Commissioner shall indicate only the names and4



addresses of the retailers. The Tax Commissioner may provide additional5



information to a municipality so long as the information does not include6



any data detailing the specific revenue, expenses, or operations of any7



particular business.8



(14)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this9



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request, provide an10



individual certified under subdivision (b) of this subsection11



representing a municipality which has adopted the local option sales and12



use tax under the Local Option Revenue Act with confidential sales and13



use tax returns and sales and use tax return information regarding14



taxpayers that possess a sales tax permit and the amounts remitted by15



such permitholders at locations within the boundaries of the requesting16



municipality or with confidential business use tax returns and business17



use tax return information regarding taxpayers that file a Nebraska and18



Local Business Use Tax Return and the amounts remitted by such taxpayers19



at locations within the boundaries of the requesting municipality. Any20



written request pursuant to this subsection shall provide the Department21



of Revenue with no less than ten business days to prepare the sales and22



use tax returns and sales and use tax return information requested. Such23



returns and return information shall be viewed only upon the premises of24



the department.25



(b) Each municipality that seeks to request information under26



subdivision (a) of this subsection shall certify to the Department of27



Revenue one individual who is authorized by such municipality to make28



such request and review the documents described in subdivision (a) of29



this subsection. The individual may be a municipal employee or an30



individual who contracts with the requesting municipality to provide31
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financial, accounting, or other administrative services.1



(c) No individual certified by a municipality pursuant to2



subdivision (b) of this subsection shall disclose to any person any3



information obtained pursuant to a review under this subsection. An4



individual certified by a municipality pursuant to subdivision (b) of5



this subsection shall remain subject to this subsection after he or she6



(i) is no longer certified or (ii) is no longer in the employment of or7



under contract with the certifying municipality.8



(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall9



be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor.10



(e) The Department of Revenue shall not be held liable by any person11



for an impermissible disclosure by a municipality or any agent or12



employee thereof of any information obtained pursuant to a review under13



this subsection.14



(15) In all proceedings under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the15



Tax Commissioner may act for and on behalf of the people of the State of16



Nebraska. The Tax Commissioner in his or her discretion may waive all or17



part of any penalties provided by the provisions of such act or interest18



on delinquent taxes specified in section 45-104.02, as such rate may from19



time to time be adjusted.20



(16)(a) The purpose of this subsection is to set forth the state's21



policy for the protection of the confidentiality rights of all22



participants in the system operated pursuant to the streamlined sales and23



use tax agreement and of the privacy interests of consumers who deal with24



model 1 sellers.25



(b) For purposes of this subsection:26



(i) Anonymous data means information that does not identify a27



person;28



(ii) Confidential taxpayer information means all information that is29



protected under a member state's laws, regulations, and privileges; and30



(iii) Personally identifiable information means information that31
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identifies a person.1



(c) The state agrees that a fundamental precept for model 1 sellers2



is to preserve the privacy of consumers by protecting their anonymity.3



With very limited exceptions, a certified service provider shall perform4



its tax calculation, remittance, and reporting functions without5



retaining the personally identifiable information of consumers.6



(d) The governing board of the member states in the streamlined7



sales and use tax agreement may certify a certified service provider only8



if that certified service provider certifies that:9



(i) Its system has been designed and tested to ensure that the10



fundamental precept of anonymity is respected;11



(ii) Personally identifiable information is only used and retained12



to the extent necessary for the administration of model 1 with respect to13



exempt purchasers;14



(iii) It provides consumers clear and conspicuous notice of its15



information practices, including what information it collects, how it16



collects the information, how it uses the information, how long, if at17



all, it retains the information, and whether it discloses the information18



to member states. Such notice shall be satisfied by a written privacy19



policy statement accessible by the public on the web site of the20



certified service provider;21



(iv) Its collection, use, and retention of personally identifiable22



information is limited to that required by the member states to ensure23



the validity of exemptions from taxation that are claimed by reason of a24



consumer's status or the intended use of the goods or services purchased;25



and26



(v) It provides adequate technical, physical, and administrative27



safeguards so as to protect personally identifiable information from28



unauthorized access and disclosure.29



(e) The state shall provide public notification to consumers,30



including exempt purchasers, of the state's practices relating to the31
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collection, use, and retention of personally identifiable information.1



(f) When any personally identifiable information that has been2



collected and retained is no longer required for the purposes set forth3



in subdivision (16)(d)(iv) of this section, such information shall no4



longer be retained by the member states.5



(g) When personally identifiable information regarding an individual6



is retained by or on behalf of the state, it shall provide reasonable7



access by such individual to his or her own information in the state's8



possession and a right to correct any inaccurately recorded information.9



(h) If anyone other than a member state, or a person authorized by10



that state's law or the agreement, seeks to discover personally11



identifiable information, the state from whom the information is sought12



should make a reasonable and timely effort to notify the individual of13



such request.14



(i) This privacy policy is subject to enforcement by the Attorney15



General.16



(j) All other laws and regulations regarding the collection, use,17



and maintenance of confidential taxpayer information remain fully18



applicable and binding. Without limitation, this subsection does not19



enlarge or limit the state's authority to:20



(i) Conduct audits or other reviews as provided under the agreement21



and state law;22



(ii) Provide records pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information23



Act, disclosure laws with governmental agencies, or other regulations;24



(iii) Prevent, consistent with state law, disclosure of confidential25



taxpayer information;26



(iv) Prevent, consistent with federal law, disclosure or misuse of27



federal return information obtained under a disclosure agreement with the28



Internal Revenue Service; and29



(v) Collect, disclose, disseminate, or otherwise use anonymous data30



for governmental purposes.31
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Sec. 91. Section 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is1



amended to read:2



77-2715.07 (1) There shall be allowed to qualified resident3



individuals as a nonrefundable credit against the income tax imposed by4



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:5



(a) A credit equal to the federal credit allowed under section 22 of6



the Internal Revenue Code; and7



(b) A credit for taxes paid to another state as provided in section8



77-2730.9



(2) There shall be allowed to qualified resident individuals against10



the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:11



(a) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross incomes of12



greater than twenty-nine thousand dollars, a nonrefundable credit equal13



to twenty-five percent of the federal credit allowed under section 21 of14



the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, except that for taxable15



years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1, 2015, such16



nonrefundable credit shall be allowed only if the individual would have17



received the federal credit allowed under section 21 of the code after18



adding back in any carryforward of a net operating loss that was deducted19



pursuant to such section in determining eligibility for the federal20



credit;21



(b) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross income of22



twenty-nine thousand dollars or less, a refundable credit equal to a23



percentage of the federal credit allowable under section 21 of the24



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, whether or not the federal25



credit was limited by the federal tax liability. The percentage of the26



federal credit shall be one hundred percent for incomes not greater than27



twenty-two thousand dollars, and the percentage shall be reduced by ten28



percent for each one thousand dollars, or fraction thereof, by which the29



reported federal adjusted gross income exceeds twenty-two thousand30



dollars, except that for taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or31
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after January 1, 2015, such refundable credit shall be allowed only if1



the individual would have received the federal credit allowed under2



section 21 of the code after adding back in any carryforward of a net3



operating loss that was deducted pursuant to such section in determining4



eligibility for the federal credit;5



(c) A refundable credit as provided in section 77-5209.01 for6



individuals who qualify for an income tax credit as a qualified beginning7



farmer or livestock producer under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act8



for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1,9



2006, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended;10



(d) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an income11



tax credit under the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska12



Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research13



and Development Act, or the Volunteer Emergency Responders Incentive Act;14



and15



(e) A refundable credit equal to ten percent of the federal credit16



allowed under section 32 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as17



amended, except that for taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or18



after January 1, 2015, such refundable credit shall be allowed only if19



the individual would have received the federal credit allowed under20



section 32 of the code after adding back in any carryforward of a net21



operating loss that was deducted pursuant to such section in determining22



eligibility for the federal credit.23



(3) There shall be allowed to all individuals as a nonrefundable24



credit against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of25



1967:26



(a) A credit for personal exemptions allowed under section27



77-2716.01;28



(b) A credit for contributions to certified community betterment29



programs as provided in the Community Development Assistance Act. Each30



partner, each shareholder of an electing subchapter S corporation, each31
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beneficiary of an estate or trust, or each member of a limited liability1



company shall report his or her share of the credit in the same manner2



and proportion as he or she reports the partnership, subchapter S3



corporation, estate, trust, or limited liability company income;4



(c) A credit for investment in a biodiesel facility as provided in5



section 77-27,236;6



(d) A credit as provided in the New Markets Job Growth Investment7



Act;8



(e) A credit as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet9



Revitalization Act;10



(f) A credit to employers as provided in section 77-27,238; and11



(g) A credit as provided in the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act.12



(4) There shall be allowed as a credit against the income tax13



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:14



(a) A credit to all resident estates and trusts for taxes paid to15



another state as provided in section 77-2730;16



(b) A credit to all estates and trusts for contributions to17



certified community betterment programs as provided in the Community18



Development Assistance Act; and19



(c) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an income20



tax credit as an owner of agricultural assets under the Beginning Farmer21



Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or22



after January 1, 2009, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as23



amended. The credit allowed for each partner, shareholder, member, or24



beneficiary of a partnership, corporation, limited liability company, or25



estate or trust qualifying for an income tax credit as an owner of26



agricultural assets under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act shall be27



equal to the partner's, shareholder's, member's, or beneficiary's portion28



of the amount of tax credit distributed pursuant to subsection (6) of29



section 77-5211.30



(5)(a) For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2007,31
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and before January 1, 2009, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as1



amended, there shall be allowed to each partner, shareholder, member, or2



beneficiary of a partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability3



company, or estate or trust a nonrefundable credit against the income tax4



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 equal to fifty percent of the5



partner's, shareholder's, member's, or beneficiary's portion of the6



amount of franchise tax paid to the state under sections 77-3801 to7



77-3807 by a financial institution.8



(b) For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2009,9



under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, there shall be10



allowed to each partner, shareholder, member, or beneficiary of a11



partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability company, or12



estate or trust a nonrefundable credit against the income tax imposed by13



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 equal to the partner's, shareholder's,14



member's, or beneficiary's portion of the amount of franchise tax paid to15



the state under sections 77-3801 to 77-3807 by a financial institution.16



(c) Each partner, shareholder, member, or beneficiary shall report17



his or her share of the credit in the same manner and proportion as he or18



she reports the partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability19



company, or estate or trust income. If any partner, shareholder, member,20



or beneficiary cannot fully utilize the credit for that year, the credit21



may not be carried forward or back.22



(6) There shall be allowed to all individuals nonrefundable credits23



against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as24



provided in section 77-3604 and refundable credits against the income tax25



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as provided in section26



77-3605.27



(7)(a) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after28



January 1, 2020, and before January 1, 2026, under the Internal Revenue29



Code of 1986, as amended, a nonrefundable credit against the income tax30



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 in the amount of five31
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thousand dollars shall be allowed to any individual who purchases a1



residence during the taxable year if such residence:2



(i) Is located within an area that has been declared an extremely3



blighted area under section 18-2101.02;4



(ii) Is the individual's primary residence; and5



(iii) Was not purchased from a family member of the individual or a6



family member of the individual's spouse.7



(b) The credit provided in this subsection shall be claimed for the8



taxable year in which the residence is purchased. If the individual9



cannot fully utilize the credit for such year, the credit may be carried10



forward to subsequent taxable years until fully utilized.11



(c) No more than one credit may be claimed under this subsection12



with respect to a single residence.13



(d) The credit provided in this subsection shall be subject to14



recapture by the Department of Revenue if the individual claiming the15



credit sells or otherwise transfers the residence or quits using the16



residence as his or her primary residence within five years after the end17



of the taxable year in which the credit was claimed.18



(e) For purposes of this subsection, family member means an19



individual's spouse, child, parent, brother, sister, grandchild, or20



grandparent, whether by blood, marriage, or adoption.21



(8) There shall be allowed to all individuals refundable credits22



against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as23



provided in the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.24



Sec. 92. Section 77-2717, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is25



amended to read:26



77-2717 (1)(a)(i) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin27



before January 1, 2014, the tax imposed on all resident estates and28



trusts shall be a percentage of the federal taxable income of such29



estates and trusts as modified in section 77-2716, plus a percentage of30



the federal alternative minimum tax and the federal tax on premature or31
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lump-sum distributions from qualified retirement plans. The additional1



taxes shall be recomputed by (A) substituting Nebraska taxable income for2



federal taxable income, (B) calculating what the federal alternative3



minimum tax would be on Nebraska taxable income and adjusting such4



calculations for any items which are reflected differently in the5



determination of federal taxable income, and (C) applying Nebraska rates6



to the result. The federal credit for prior year minimum tax, after the7



recomputations required by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, and the8



credits provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act9



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act shall be allowed10



as a reduction in the income tax due. A refundable income tax credit11



shall be allowed for all resident estates and trusts under the Angel12



Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax13



Credit Act, and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act. A14



nonrefundable income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates15



and trusts as provided in the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act.16



(ii) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after17



January 1, 2014, the tax imposed on all resident estates and trusts shall18



be a percentage of the federal taxable income of such estates and trusts19



as modified in section 77-2716, plus a percentage of the federal tax on20



premature or lump-sum distributions from qualified retirement plans. The21



additional taxes shall be recomputed by substituting Nebraska taxable22



income for federal taxable income and applying Nebraska rates to the23



result. The credits provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise24



Tax Credit Act and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act25



shall be allowed as a reduction in the income tax due. A refundable26



income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates and trusts27



under the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage28



Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, and the Nebraska Advantage Research and29



Development Act, and the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act. A30



nonrefundable income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates31
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and trusts as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet1



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School2



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and3



section 77-27,238.4



(b) The tax imposed on all nonresident estates and trusts shall be5



the portion of the tax imposed on resident estates and trusts which is6



attributable to the income derived from sources within this state. The7



tax which is attributable to income derived from sources within this8



state shall be determined by multiplying the liability to this state for9



a resident estate or trust with the same total income by a fraction, the10



numerator of which is the nonresident estate's or trust's Nebraska income11



as determined by sections 77-2724 and 77-2725 and the denominator of12



which is its total federal income after first adjusting each by the13



amounts provided in section 77-2716. The federal credit for prior year14



minimum tax, after the recomputations required by the Nebraska Revenue15



Act of 1967, reduced by the percentage of the total income which is16



attributable to income from sources outside this state, and the credits17



provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act and the18



Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act shall be allowed as a19



reduction in the income tax due. A refundable income tax credit shall be20



allowed for all nonresident estates and trusts under the Angel Investment21



Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act,22



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, and the23



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act. A nonrefundable income tax24



credit shall be allowed for all nonresident estates and trusts as25



provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act,26



the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School Readiness Tax27



Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238.28



(2) In all instances wherein a fiduciary income tax return is29



required under the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, a Nebraska30



fiduciary return shall be filed, except that a fiduciary return shall not31
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be required to be filed regarding a simple trust if all of the trust's1



beneficiaries are residents of the State of Nebraska, all of the trust's2



income is derived from sources in this state, and the trust has no3



federal tax liability. The fiduciary shall be responsible for making the4



return for the estate or trust for which he or she acts, whether the5



income be taxable to the estate or trust or to the beneficiaries thereof.6



The fiduciary shall include in the return a statement of each7



beneficiary's distributive share of net income when such income is8



taxable to such beneficiaries.9



(3) The beneficiaries of such estate or trust who are residents of10



this state shall include in their income their proportionate share of11



such estate's or trust's federal income and shall reduce their Nebraska12



tax liability by their proportionate share of the credits as provided in13



the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage14



Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research and15



Development Act, the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization16



Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School Readiness Tax17



Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, the Renewable Chemical18



Production Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238. There shall be allowed19



to a beneficiary a refundable income tax credit under the Beginning20



Farmer Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin21



on or after January 1, 2001, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as22



amended.23



(4) If any beneficiary of such estate or trust is a nonresident24



during any part of the estate's or trust's taxable year, he or she shall25



file a Nebraska income tax return which shall include (a) in Nebraska26



adjusted gross income that portion of the estate's or trust's Nebraska27



income, as determined under sections 77-2724 and 77-2725, allocable to28



his or her interest in the estate or trust and (b) a reduction of the29



Nebraska tax liability by his or her proportionate share of the credits30



as provided in the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska31



AM2156
LB720
MLU - 01/28/2020



AM2156
LB720



MLU - 01/28/2020



-103-











Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research1



and Development Act, the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet2



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School3



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, the4



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238 and5



shall execute and forward to the fiduciary, on or before the original due6



date of the Nebraska fiduciary return, an agreement which states that he7



or she will file a Nebraska income tax return and pay income tax on all8



income derived from or connected with sources in this state, and such9



agreement shall be attached to the Nebraska fiduciary return for such10



taxable year.11



(5) In the absence of the nonresident beneficiary's executed12



agreement being attached to the Nebraska fiduciary return, the estate or13



trust shall remit a portion of such beneficiary's income which was14



derived from or attributable to Nebraska sources with its Nebraska return15



for the taxable year. For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin16



before January 1, 2013, the amount of remittance, in such instance, shall17



be the highest individual income tax rate determined under section18



77-2715.02 multiplied by the nonresident beneficiary's share of the19



estate or trust income which was derived from or attributable to sources20



within this state. For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or21



after January 1, 2013, the amount of remittance, in such instance, shall22



be the highest individual income tax rate determined under section23



77-2715.03 multiplied by the nonresident beneficiary's share of the24



estate or trust income which was derived from or attributable to sources25



within this state. The amount remitted shall be allowed as a credit26



against the Nebraska income tax liability of the beneficiary.27



(6) The Tax Commissioner may allow a nonresident beneficiary to not28



file a Nebraska income tax return if the nonresident beneficiary's only29



source of Nebraska income was his or her share of the estate's or trust's30



income which was derived from or attributable to sources within this31
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state, the nonresident did not file an agreement to file a Nebraska1



income tax return, and the estate or trust has remitted the amount2



required by subsection (5) of this section on behalf of such nonresident3



beneficiary. The amount remitted shall be retained in satisfaction of the4



Nebraska income tax liability of the nonresident beneficiary.5



(7) For purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise6



requires, simple trust shall mean any trust instrument which (a) requires7



that all income shall be distributed currently to the beneficiaries, (b)8



does not allow amounts to be paid, permanently set aside, or used in the9



tax year for charitable purposes, and (c) does not distribute amounts10



allocated in the corpus of the trust. Any trust which does not qualify as11



a simple trust shall be deemed a complex trust.12



(8) For purposes of this section, any beneficiary of an estate or13



trust that is a grantor trust of a nonresident shall be disregarded and14



this section shall apply as though the nonresident grantor was the15



beneficiary.16



Sec. 93. Section 77-2734.03, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,17



is amended to read:18



77-2734.03 (1)(a) For taxable years commencing prior to January 1,19



1997, any (i) insurer paying a tax on premiums and assessments pursuant20



to section 77-908 or 81-523, (ii) electric cooperative organized under21



the Joint Public Power Authority Act, or (iii) credit union shall be22



credited, in the computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue23



Act of 1967, with the amount paid during the taxable year as taxes on24



such premiums and assessments and taxes in lieu of intangible tax.25



(b) For taxable years commencing on or after January 1, 1997, any26



insurer paying a tax on premiums and assessments pursuant to section27



77-908 or 81-523, any electric cooperative organized under the Joint28



Public Power Authority Act, or any credit union shall be credited, in the29



computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, with30



the amount paid during the taxable year as (i) taxes on such premiums and31
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assessments included as Nebraska premiums and assessments under section1



77-2734.05 and (ii) taxes in lieu of intangible tax.2



(c) For taxable years commencing or deemed to commence prior to, on,3



or after January 1, 1998, any insurer paying a tax on premiums and4



assessments pursuant to section 77-908 or 81-523 shall be credited, in5



the computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967,6



with the amount paid during the taxable year as assessments allowed as an7



offset against premium and related retaliatory tax liability pursuant to8



section 44-4233.9



(2) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a tax credit for10



contributions to community betterment programs as provided in the11



Community Development Assistance Act.12



(3) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a refundable13



income tax credit under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act for all14



taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1, 2001,15



under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.16



(4) The changes made to this section by Laws 2004, LB 983, apply to17



motor fuels purchased during any tax year ending or deemed to end on or18



after January 1, 2005, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as19



amended.20



(5) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers refundable income21



tax credits under the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act,22



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, and the23



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.24



(6) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a nonrefundable25



income tax credit for investment in a biodiesel facility as provided in26



section 77-27,236.27



(7) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a nonrefundable28



income tax credit as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet29



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School30



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and31
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section 77-27,238.1



Sec. 94. Section 77-27,119, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is2



amended to read:3



77-27,119 (1) The Tax Commissioner shall administer and enforce the4



income tax imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135, and he or she is5



authorized to conduct hearings, to adopt and promulgate such rules and6



regulations, and to require such facts and information to be reported as7



he or she may deem necessary to enforce the income tax provisions of such8



sections, except that such rules, regulations, and reports shall not be9



inconsistent with the laws of this state or the laws of the United10



States. The Tax Commissioner may for enforcement and administrative11



purposes divide the state into a reasonable number of districts in which12



branch offices may be maintained.13



(2)(a) The Tax Commissioner may prescribe the form and contents of14



any return or other document required to be filed under the income tax15



provisions. Such return or other document shall be compatible as to form16



and content with the return or document required by the laws of the17



United States. The form shall have a place where the taxpayer shall18



designate the high school district in which he or she lives and the19



county in which the high school district is headquartered. The Tax20



Commissioner shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may21



be necessary to insure compliance with this requirement.22



(b) The State Department of Education, with the assistance and23



cooperation of the Department of Revenue, shall develop a uniform system24



for numbering all school districts in the state. Such system shall be25



consistent with the data processing needs of the Department of Revenue26



and shall be used for the school district identification required by27



subdivision (a) of this subsection.28



(c) The proper filing of an income tax return shall consist of the29



submission of such form as prescribed by the Tax Commissioner or an exact30



facsimile thereof with sufficient information provided by the taxpayer on31
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the face of the form from which to compute the actual tax liability. Each1



taxpayer shall include such taxpayer's correct social security number or2



state identification number and the school district identification number3



of the school district in which the taxpayer resides on the face of the4



form. A filing is deemed to occur when the required information is5



provided.6



(3) The Tax Commissioner, for the purpose of ascertaining the7



correctness of any return or other document required to be filed under8



the income tax provisions, for the purpose of determining corporate9



income, individual income, and withholding tax due, or for the purpose of10



making an estimate of taxable income of any person, shall have the power11



to examine or to cause to have examined, by any agent or representative12



designated by him or her for that purpose, any books, papers, records, or13



memoranda bearing upon such matters and may by summons require the14



attendance of the person responsible for rendering such return or other15



document or remitting any tax, or any officer or employee of such person,16



or the attendance of any other person having knowledge in the premises,17



and may take testimony and require proof material for his or her18



information, with power to administer oaths or affirmations to such19



person or persons.20



(4) The time and place of examination pursuant to this section shall21



be such time and place as may be fixed by the Tax Commissioner and as are22



reasonable under the circumstances. In the case of a summons, the date23



fixed for appearance before the Tax Commissioner shall not be less than24



twenty days from the time of service of the summons.25



(5) No taxpayer shall be subjected to unreasonable or unnecessary26



examinations or investigations.27



(6) Except in accordance with proper judicial order or as otherwise28



provided by law, it shall be unlawful for the Tax Commissioner, any29



officer or employee of the Tax Commissioner, any person engaged or30



retained by the Tax Commissioner on an independent contract basis, any31
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person who pursuant to this section is permitted to inspect any report or1



return or to whom a copy, an abstract, or a portion of any report or2



return is furnished, any employee of the State Treasurer or the3



Department of Administrative Services, or any other person to divulge,4



make known, or use in any manner the amount of income or any particulars5



set forth or disclosed in any report or return required except for the6



purpose of enforcing sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135. The officers charged7



with the custody of such reports and returns shall not be required to8



produce any of them or evidence of anything contained in them in any9



action or proceeding in any court, except on behalf of the Tax10



Commissioner in an action or proceeding under the provisions of the tax11



law to which he or she is a party or on behalf of any party to any action12



or proceeding under such sections when the reports or facts shown thereby13



are directly involved in such action or proceeding, in either of which14



events the court may require the production of, and may admit in15



evidence, so much of such reports or of the facts shown thereby as are16



pertinent to the action or proceeding and no more. Nothing in this17



section shall be construed (a) to prohibit the delivery to a taxpayer,18



his or her duly authorized representative, or his or her successors,19



receivers, trustees, personal representatives, administrators, assignees,20



or guarantors, if directly interested, of a certified copy of any return21



or report in connection with his or her tax, (b) to prohibit the22



publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the identification23



of particular reports or returns and the items thereof, (c) to prohibit24



the inspection by the Attorney General, other legal representatives of25



the state, or a county attorney of the report or return of any taxpayer26



who brings an action to review the tax based thereon, against whom an27



action or proceeding for collection of tax has been instituted, or28



against whom an action, proceeding, or prosecution for failure to comply29



with the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 is being considered or has been30



commenced, (d) to prohibit furnishing to the Nebraska Workers'31
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Compensation Court the names, addresses, and identification numbers of1



employers, and such information shall be furnished on request of the2



court, (e) to prohibit the disclosure of information and records to a3



collection agency contracting with the Tax Commissioner pursuant to4



sections 77-377.01 to 77-377.04, (f) to prohibit the disclosure of5



information pursuant to section 77-27,195, 77-4110, or 77-5731 or section6



37, 39, or 63 of this act, (g) to prohibit the disclosure to the Public7



Employees Retirement Board of the addresses of individuals who are8



members of the retirement systems administered by the board, and such9



information shall be furnished to the board solely for purposes of its10



administration of the retirement systems upon written request, which11



request shall include the name and social security number of each12



individual for whom an address is requested, (h) to prohibit the13



disclosure of information to the Department of Labor necessary for the14



administration of the Employment Security Law, the Contractor15



Registration Act, or the Employee Classification Act, (i) to prohibit the16



disclosure to the Department of Motor Vehicles of tax return information17



pertaining to individuals, corporations, and businesses determined by the18



Department of Motor Vehicles to be delinquent in the payment of amounts19



due under agreements pursuant to the International Fuel Tax Agreement20



Act, and such disclosure shall be strictly limited to information21



necessary for the administration of the act, (j) to prohibit the22



disclosure under section 42-358.08, 43-512.06, or 43-3327 to any court-23



appointed individuals, the county attorney, any authorized attorney, or24



the Department of Health and Human Services of an absent parent's25



address, social security number, amount of income, health insurance26



information, and employer's name and address for the exclusive purpose of27



establishing and collecting child, spousal, or medical support, (k) to28



prohibit the disclosure of information to the Department of Insurance,29



the Nebraska State Historical Society, or the State Historic Preservation30



Officer as necessary to carry out the Department of Revenue's31
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responsibilities under the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet1



Revitalization Act, or (l) to prohibit the disclosure to the Department2



of Insurance of information pertaining to authorization for, and use of,3



tax credits under the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act. Information4



so obtained shall be used for no other purpose. Any person who violates5



this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and shall upon conviction6



thereof be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five7



hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than five years, or be both so8



fined and imprisoned, in the discretion of the court and shall be9



assessed the costs of prosecution. If the offender is an officer or10



employee of the state, he or she shall be dismissed from office and be11



ineligible to hold any public office in this state for a period of two12



years thereafter.13



(7) Reports and returns required to be filed under income tax14



provisions of sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135 shall be preserved until the15



Tax Commissioner orders them to be destroyed.16



(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this17



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Secretary of the Treasury of18



the United States or his or her delegates or the proper officer of any19



state imposing an income tax, or the authorized representative of either20



such officer, to inspect the income tax returns of any taxpayer or may21



furnish to such officer or his or her authorized representative an22



abstract of the return of income of any taxpayer or supply him or her23



with information concerning an item of income contained in any return or24



disclosed by the report of any investigation of the income or return of25



income of any taxpayer, but such permission shall be granted only if the26



statutes of the United States or of such other state, as the case may be,27



grant substantially similar privileges to the Tax Commissioner of this28



state as the officer charged with the administration of the income tax29



imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135.30



(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this31
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section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Postal Inspector of the1



United States Postal Service or his or her delegates to inspect the2



reports or returns of any person filed pursuant to the Nebraska Revenue3



Act of 1967 when information on the reports or returns is relevant to any4



action or proceeding instituted or being considered by the United States5



Postal Service against such person for the fraudulent use of the mails to6



carry and deliver false and fraudulent tax returns to the Tax7



Commissioner with the intent to defraud the State of Nebraska or to evade8



the payment of Nebraska state taxes.9



(10)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this10



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request by the Auditor11



of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative Audit, make tax returns12



and tax return information open to inspection by or disclosure to13



officers and employees of the Auditor of Public Accounts or employees of14



the office of Legislative Audit for the purpose of and to the extent15



necessary in making an audit of the Department of Revenue pursuant to16



section 50-1205 or 84-304. The Auditor of Public Accounts or office of17



Legislative Audit shall statistically and randomly select the tax returns18



and tax return information to be audited based upon a computer tape19



provided by the Department of Revenue which contains only total20



population documents without specific identification of taxpayers. The21



Tax Commissioner shall have the authority to approve the statistical22



sampling method used by the Auditor of Public Accounts or office of23



Legislative Audit. Confidential tax returns and tax return information24



shall be audited only upon the premises of the Department of Revenue. All25



audit workpapers pertaining to the audit of the Department of Revenue26



shall be stored in a secure place in the Department of Revenue.27



(b) When selecting tax returns or tax return information for a28



performance audit of a tax incentive program, the office of Legislative29



Audit shall select the tax returns or tax return information for either30



all or a statistically and randomly selected sample of taxpayers who have31
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applied for or who have qualified for benefits under the tax incentive1



program that is the subject of the audit. When the office of Legislative2



Audit reports on its review of tax returns and tax return information, it3



shall comply with subdivision (10)(c) of this section.4



(c) No officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or5



office of Legislative Audit employee shall disclose to any person, other6



than another officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or7



office of Legislative Audit whose official duties require such8



disclosure, any return or return information described in the Nebraska9



Revenue Act of 1967 in a form which can be associated with or otherwise10



identify, directly or indirectly, a particular taxpayer.11



(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall12



be guilty of a Class IV felony and, in the discretion of the court, may13



be assessed the costs of prosecution. The guilty officer or employee14



shall be dismissed from employment and be ineligible to hold any position15



of employment with the State of Nebraska for a period of two years16



thereafter. For purposes of this subsection, officer or employee shall17



include a former officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or18



former employee of the office of Legislative Audit.19



(11) For purposes of subsections (10) through (13) of this section:20



(a) Tax returns shall mean any tax or information return or claim21



for refund required by, provided for, or permitted under sections 77-271422



to 77-27,135 which is filed with the Tax Commissioner by, on behalf of,23



or with respect to any person and any amendment or supplement thereto,24



including supporting schedules, attachments, or lists which are25



supplemental to or part of the filed return;26



(b) Return information shall mean:27



(i) A taxpayer's identification number and (A) the nature, source,28



or amount of his or her income, payments, receipts, deductions,29



exemptions, credits, assets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax30



withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments, whether the31
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taxpayer's return was, is being, or will be examined or subject to other1



investigation or processing or (B) any other data received by, recorded2



by, prepared by, furnished to, or collected by the Tax Commissioner with3



respect to a return or the determination of the existence or possible4



existence of liability or the amount of liability of any person for any5



tax, penalty, interest, fine, forfeiture, or other imposition or offense;6



and7



(ii) Any part of any written determination or any background file8



document relating to such written determination; and9



(c) Disclosures shall mean the making known to any person in any10



manner a return or return information.11



(12) The Auditor of Public Accounts shall (a) notify the Tax12



Commissioner in writing thirty days prior to the beginning of an audit of13



his or her intent to conduct an audit, (b) provide an audit plan, and (c)14



provide a list of the tax returns and tax return information identified15



for inspection during the audit. The office of Legislative Audit shall16



notify the Tax Commissioner of the intent to conduct an audit and of the17



scope of the audit as provided in section 50-1209.18



(13) The Auditor of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative19



Audit shall, as a condition for receiving tax returns and tax return20



information: (a) Subject employees involved in the audit to the same21



confidential information safeguards and disclosure procedures as required22



of Department of Revenue employees; (b) establish and maintain a23



permanent system of standardized records with respect to any request for24



tax returns or tax return information, the reason for such request, and25



the date of such request and any disclosure of the tax return or tax26



return information; (c) establish and maintain a secure area or place in27



the Department of Revenue in which the tax returns, tax return28



information, or audit workpapers shall be stored; (d) restrict access to29



the tax returns or tax return information only to persons whose duties or30



responsibilities require access; (e) provide such other safeguards as the31
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Tax Commissioner determines to be necessary or appropriate to protect the1



confidentiality of the tax returns or tax return information; (f) provide2



a report to the Tax Commissioner which describes the procedures3



established and utilized by the Auditor of Public Accounts or office of4



Legislative Audit for insuring the confidentiality of tax returns, tax5



return information, and audit workpapers; and (g) upon completion of use6



of such returns or tax return information, return to the Tax Commissioner7



such returns or tax return information, along with any copies.8



(14) The Tax Commissioner may permit other tax officials of this9



state to inspect the tax returns and reports filed under sections 77-271410



to 77-27,135, but such inspection shall be permitted only for purposes of11



enforcing a tax law and only to the extent and under the conditions12



prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax Commissioner.13



(15) The Tax Commissioner shall compile the school district14



information required by subsection (2) of this section. Insofar as it is15



possible, such compilation shall include, but not be limited to, the16



total adjusted gross income of each school district in the state. The Tax17



Commissioner shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may18



be necessary to insure that such compilation does not violate the19



confidentiality of any individual income tax return nor conflict with any20



other provisions of state or federal law.21



Sec. 95. Section 77-27,144, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is22



amended to read:23



77-27,144 (1) The Tax Commissioner shall collect the tax imposed by24



any incorporated municipality concurrently with collection of a state tax25



in the same manner as the state tax is collected. The Tax Commissioner26



shall remit monthly the proceeds of the tax to the incorporated27



municipalities levying the tax, after deducting the amount of refunds28



made and three percent of the remainder to be credited to the Municipal29



Equalization Fund.30



(2) Deductions for a refund made pursuant to section 77-4105,31
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77-4106, 77-5725, or 77-5726 shall be delayed for one year after the1



refund has been made to the taxpayer. The Department of Revenue shall2



notify the municipality liable for a refund exceeding one thousand five3



hundred dollars of the pending refund, the amount of the refund, and the4



month in which the deduction will be made or begin, except that if the5



amount of a refund claimed under section 77-4105, 77-4106, 77-5725, or6



77-5726 exceeds twenty-five percent of the municipality's total sales and7



use tax receipts, net of any refunds or sales tax collection fees, for8



the municipality's prior fiscal year, the department shall deduct the9



refund over the period of one year in equal monthly amounts beginning10



after the one-year notification period required by this subsection. This11



subsection applies to refunds owed by cities of the first class, cities12



of the second class, and villages. This subsection applies to refunds13



beginning January 1, 2014.14



(3) Deductions for a refund made pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska15



Act shall be delayed as provided in this subsection after the refund has16



been made to the taxpayer. The Department of Revenue shall notify each17



municipality liable for a refund exceeding one thousand five hundred18



dollars of the pending refund and the amount of the refund claimed under19



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The notification shall be made by March 1 of20



each year beginning in 2021 and shall be used to establish the refund21



amount for the following calendar year. The notification shall include22



any excess or underpayment from the prior calendar year. The department23



shall deduct the refund over a period of one year in equal monthly24



amounts beginning in January following the notification. This subsection25



applies to total annual refunds exceeding one million dollars or twenty-26



five percent of the municipality's total sales and use tax receipts for27



the prior fiscal year, whichever is the lesser amount.28



(4) (3) The Tax Commissioner shall keep full and accurate records of29



all money received and distributed under the provisions of the Local30



Option Revenue Act. When proceeds of a tax levy are received but the31
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identity of the incorporated municipality which levied the tax is unknown1



and is not identified within six months after receipt, the amount shall2



be credited to the Municipal Equalization Fund. The municipality may3



request the names and addresses of the retailers which have collected the4



tax as provided in subsection (13) of section 77-2711 and may certify an5



individual to request and review confidential sales and use tax returns6



and sales and use tax return information as provided in subsection (14)7



of section 77-2711.8



(5)(a) Every qualifying business that has filed an application to9



receive tax incentives under the Employment and Investment Growth Act,10



the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall, with11



respect to such acts, provide annually to each municipality, in aggregate12



data, the maximum amount the qualifying business is eligible to receive13



in the current year in refunds of local sales and use taxes of the14



municipality and exemptions for the previous year, and the estimate of15



annual refunds of local sales and use taxes of the municipality and16



exemptions such business intends to claim in each future year. Such17



information shall be kept confidential by the municipality unless18



publicly disclosed previously by the taxpayer or by the State of19



Nebraska.20



(b) For purposes of this subsection, municipality means a21



municipality that has adopted the local option sales and use tax under22



the Local Option Revenue Act and to which the qualifying business has23



paid such sales and use tax.24



(c) The qualifying business shall provide the information to the25



municipality on or before June 30 of each year.26



(d) Any amounts held by a municipality to make sales and use tax27



refunds under the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Nebraska28



Advantage Act, and the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall not count toward any29



budgeted restricted funds limitation as provided in section 13-519 or30



toward any cash reserve limitation as provided in section 13-504.31
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Sec. 96. Section 77-5905, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is1



amended to read:2



77-5905 (1) If the Department of Revenue determines that an3



application meets the requirements of section 77-5904 and that the4



investment or employment is eligible for the credit and (a) the applicant5



is actively engaged in the operation of the microbusiness or will be6



actively engaged in the operation upon its establishment, (b) the7



applicant will make new investment or employment in the microbusiness,8



and (c) the new investment or employment will create new income or jobs,9



the department shall approve the application and authorize tentative tax10



credits to the applicant within the limits set forth in this section and11



certify the amount of tentative tax credits approved for the applicant.12



Applications for tax credits shall be considered in the order in which13



they are received.14



(2) The department may approve applications up to the adjusted limit15



for each calendar year beginning January 1, 2006, through December 31,16



2022. After applications totaling the adjusted limit have been approved17



for a calendar year, no further applications shall be approved for that18



year. The adjusted limit in a given year is two million dollars plus19



tentative tax credits that were not granted by the end of the preceding20



year. Tax credits shall not be allowed for a taxpayer receiving benefits21



under the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Nebraska Advantage22



Act, or the Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act, or the ImagiNE23



Nebraska Act.24



Sec. 97. Section 81-125, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is25



amended to read:26



81-125 The Governor shall on or before January 15 of each odd-27



numbered year present to the Legislature a complete budget for all the28



activities of the state receiving appropriations or requesting29



appropriations, except that the Governor during his or her first year in30



office shall present such budget to the Legislature on or before February31
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1. Such budget shall be a tentative work program for the coming biennium,1



shall contain a full and itemized report of the expenditures from2



appropriations made by the previous Legislature and the items which the3



Governor deems worthy of consideration for the coming biennium, for the4



respective departments, offices, and institutions, and for all other5



purposes, and shall contain the estimated revenue from taxation, the6



estimated revenue from sources other than taxation, an estimate of the7



amount required to be raised by taxation and the sales and income tax8



rates necessary to raise such amount, the revenue foregone by operation9



of laws in effect at the time of such report granting tax expenditures10



and reduced tax liabilities as identified in the reports report required11



by section 77-5731 and section 37 of this act, and recommendations as to12



deficiency funding requirements pursuant to section 81-126. The summary13



of the tax expenditure report prepared pursuant to subsection (1) of14



section 77-385 and a summary of the reports report required by section15



77-5731 and section 37 of this act shall be included with or appended to16



the budget presented to the Legislature. The Governor may make17



recommendations whether to continue or eliminate, in whole or in part,18



each tax expenditure and incentive program or to limit the duration of19



particular tax expenditures and incentives to a fixed number of years and20



shall include his or her reasoning for each recommendation, if any. The21



recommendations shall be transmitted to the Revenue Committee of the22



Legislature at the same time the Governor submits a budget as required in23



this section. The budget as transmitted to the Legislature shall show the24



estimated requirements for each activity of the state as prepared by the25



Department of Administrative Services and the final recommendation of the26



Governor. The budget shall comprise the complete report to the27



Legislature of all appropriations made for the current biennium and28



expenditures therefrom by all agencies receiving appropriations, and the29



report of expenditures contained in the budget shall be in lieu of all30



other biennial or other financial reports required by statute to the31
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Legislature by expending agencies of appropriations and expenditures for1



their own activities except the biennial report of the State Treasurer2



and Director of Administrative Services.3



Sec. 98. Section 84-602.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,4



2018, is amended to read:5



84-602.03 For purposes of the Taxpayer Transparency Act:6



(1)(a) Expenditure of state funds means all expenditures of state7



receipts, whether appropriated or nonappropriated, by a state entity in8



forms including, but not limited to:9



(i) Grants;10



(ii) Contracts;11



(iii) Subcontracts;12



(iv) State aid to political subdivisions;13



(v) Tax refunds or credits that may be disclosed pursuant to the14



Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit15



Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, or the Nebraska16



Advantage Rural Development Act, or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and17



(vi) Any other disbursement of state receipts by a state entity in18



the performance of its functions;19



(b) Expenditure of state funds includes expenditures authorized by20



the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska, the Board of Trustees21



of the Nebraska State Colleges, or a public corporation pursuant to22



sections 85-403 to 85-411; and23



(c) Expenditure of state funds does not include the transfer of24



funds between two state entities, payments of state, federal, or other25



assistance to an individual, or the expenditure of pass-through funds;26



(2) Pass-through funds means any funds received by a state entity if27



the state entity is acting only as an intermediary or custodian with28



respect to such funds and is obligated to pay or otherwise return such29



funds to the person entitled thereto;30



(3) State entity means (a) any agency, board, commission, or31
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department of the state and (b) any other body created by state statute1



that includes a person appointed by the Governor, the head of any state2



agency or department, an employee of the State of Nebraska, or any3



combination of such persons and that is empowered pursuant to such4



statute to collect and disburse state receipts; and5



(4) State receipts means revenue or other income received by a state6



entity from tax receipts, fees, charges, interest, or other sources which7



is (a) used by the state entity to pay the expenses necessary to perform8



the state entity’s functions and (b) reported to the State Treasurer in9



total amounts by category of income. State receipts does not include10



pass-through funds.11



Sec. 99.  Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,12



15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32,13



33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72,14



73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91,15



92, 93, 95, 96, 97, 98, and 102 of this act become operative on January16



1, 2021. The other sections of this act become operative on August 1,17



2020.18



Sec. 100.  If any section in this act or any part of any section is19



declared invalid or unconstitutional, the declaration shall not affect20



the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions.21



Sec. 101.  Original section 77-27,119, Reissue Revised Statutes of22



Nebraska, and section 49-801.01, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,23



2018, are repealed.24



Sec. 102.  Original sections 77-202, 77-1229, 77-2717, 77-2734.03,25



77-27,144, 77-5905, and 81-125, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,26



sections 18-2119, 18-2710.03, and 84-602.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative27



Supplement, 2018, and sections 50-1209, 66-1344, 77-2711, and 77-2715.07,28



Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, are repealed.29
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State surpasses 1,000 positive coronavirus cases; deaths reported in Douglas, Gage, Hamilton counties
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CHI Health St. Francis sees uptick in COVID-19 patients
Seven Grand Island patients transferred to other hospitals
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Governor Ricketts comments on Grand Island COVID-19 outbreak
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Ricketts tells Nebraskans not to get their hopes up about relaxation of social distancing rules
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Nebraska Air, Army National Guard test for COVID-19 across state
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14 senators ask Ricketts to broaden definition of essential workers
State Senators calling on Gov. Ricketts to strengthen protections for workers
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Lincoln Journal Star
State surpasses 1,000 positive coronavirus cases; deaths reported in Douglas, Gage, Hamilton counties
By Todd Henrichs
 
The number of confirmed coronavirus cases in Nebraska topped 1,000 on Thursday.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 1,066 cases in its Thursday evening update, up 86 from Wednesday
evening's total.
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Those numbers, however, don't include the latest surge in cases in Hall County, with the local health department reporting 339 cases in
its Thursday update. State totals still reflect Hall County at 268 cases.
 
Two coronavirus-related deaths were confirmed in Health and Human Services' Thursday evening update, including the first death in
Hamilton County and the eighth in Douglas County. The department reported two more deaths in Gage County later Thursday night.
 
In Hamilton County, COVID-19 claimed a man in his 60s with underlying health issues who was a resident of a long-term care facility in
Aurora, local health officials said.
 
The Douglas County man in his 70s who died also suffered from pre-existing health issues.
 
The Gage County deaths were both at an assisted living facility. The first was a female in her 80s, and the second was a male in his 70s
with multiple underlying health conditions.
 
The later update also reported the first positive test result for an individual in Nance County.
 
The state has recorded at least 25 deaths associated with COVID-19.
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Platte River Radio
Three New COVID-19 Related Deaths Reported in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN –Three new COVID-19 related deaths were reported to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
Thursday, bringing the state’s COVID-19 death toll to 24, according to the agency’s COVID-19 Dashboard.
 
Two deaths were reported in Gage County. Both were residents of an assisted living facility. The first resident was a female in her 80s.
The second was a male in his 70s with multiple underlying health conditions. https://www.facebook.com/PHSHealthDept
 
Douglas County saw its eighth death, that of a man in his 70s with multiple underlying health conditions.
https://www.douglascountyhealth.com/
 
The East Central Public Health Department announced that an individual in Nance County has been diagnosed with the virus, marking
that county’s first case – https://www.facebook.com/ecdhd/.
 
Today’s state case total, as of 5:40 pm Central Daylight Time, is 1,066. DHHS launched a new data dashboard that updates the state’s
COVID-19 case totals daily. You can find it at http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus. Local health departments are reporting cases and deaths
in their jurisdictions. In the event of a discrepancy between DHHS dashboard data and cases and deaths reported by local public health
officials, data reported by the local health department should be considered the most up to date.
 
All 93 Nebraska counties are now covered by state Directed Health Measures (DHMs). http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus. It’s critical that
Nebraskans follow these enforceable state Directed Health Measures to help slow the spread of COVID-19 in the state. These measures
help protect each other and those who are more vulnerable to severe illness and death, and help hospitals and clinics from being
overwhelmed so they can continue to provide care to families, friends and neighbors who need it.
 
In addition to the state-issued DHM, some Local Health Departments have issued additional restrictions –
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Directed-Health-Measures.aspx
 
DHHS supports Governor Ricketts in urging Nebraskans to follow the Six Rules to Keep Nebraska Healthy.
 
Stay home.  No non-essential errands and no social gatherings.  Respect the ten-person limits.
Socially distance your work.  Work from home or use the six-foot rule as much as possible in the workplace.
Shop alone.  Do this only once a week and do not take your family with you.
Help kids social distance. Play at home, no group sports and no playgrounds.
Help seniors stay at home.  This can be done by shopping for them.  Do not visit long-term facilities.
Exercise daily.  Do your best to stay as healthy and safe as you can.
Recent studies show that a significant portion of people with COVID-19 lack symptoms and those who eventually develop symptoms
can pass the virus to others before showing symptoms, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The CDC
now recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public settings where other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain
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(grocery stores, pharmacies, etc.) especially in areas of significant community-based transmission –
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html.
 
Cloth face coverings are not a substitute for social distancing. Public health officials continue to emphasize that maintaining 6-feet social
distancing is crucial to slowing the spread of the virus.
 
Here’s where to find tools and resources for individuals and families, schools, communities, businesses, healthcare facilities, and first
responders on the DHHS website – http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus and CDC’s website – https://www.cdc.gov/covid19 .
 
DHHS opened a statewide COVID-19 information line to help answer general questions and share the latest information and resources
with Nebraskans to help keep them informed. The number is (402) 552-6645; hours of operation are 8 a.m.-8 p.m. CST, 7 days a week.
 
DHHS will continue to update Nebraskans through the DHHS website and on Facebook and Twitter as we have new information. The
CDC’s website is also a good resource for COVID-19 information – https://www.cdc.gov/covid19 .
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Omaha World Herald
Nebraska coronavirus cases top 1,000; two more deaths reported
By Nancy Gaarder
 
Nebraska recorded two more deaths from the novel coronavirus on Thursday as the total number of cases surpassed the 1,000 mark.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported Thursday evening that 1,066 cases have been confirmed in the state.
 
The two deaths reported Thursday occurred in Douglas and Hamilton Counties. According to state and local figures, that brings
Nebraska to 25 deaths.
 
The latest death in the Omaha metro area involved a man in his 70s who was suffering from multiple underlying conditions, according
to the Douglas County Health Department.
 
In Hamilton County, a man in his 60s who lived in a long-term-care facility in Aurora died, according to the Central District Health
Department. This brought the district, which is anchored by Grand Island, to its sixth death.
 
The Central District leads the state in coronavirus cases, exceeding Douglas County, which is far more populous. The district has
recorded 360 cases, of which 339 are in Hall County, where Grand Island is; 15 are in Hamilton County; and six are in Merrick County.
 
Douglas County now has a total of 266 confirmed cases of the coronavirus and eight deaths resulting from it.
 
Douglas County recorded three new cases Thursday, said Health Department spokesman Phil Rooney.
 
They involve people who range in age from less than a year old to someone in their 50s, he said. One of the people has been
hospitalized. One of them had contact with someone known to be infected, and the two other cases remain under investigation.
 
This was the second infant in as many days to test positive in the county. Rooney said he couldn’t provide additional information on the
two babies, including where they might have contracted the virus and whether they are seriously ill, because of federal privacy laws.
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported three new cases Thursday, bringing the total there to 62.
 
Two of Thursday’s cases involve women in their 30s and 50s and were acquired in the community.
 
At least 43 of the county’s cases were acquired by moving about the community, the Health Department says.
 
The third case from Thursday is still under investigation and involves a person in their 30s.
 
Lancaster County has recorded one death.
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Lincoln Journal Star
Carter Place Senior Living in Blair reopens after COVID-19 shut it down
By JoAnne Young
 
A senior living facility in Blair that has seen at least 19 coronavirus cases and one death last week reopened Wednesday.
 
Carter Place Senior Living temporarily closed in late March, and residents moved to neighboring health care facilities and hospitals after
both residents and staff tested positive for COVID-19.
 
The facility brought back seven residents Wednesday, and an Enlivant spokesperson said it planned to bring back others Thursday.
 
"Beyond April 16th, we plan to welcome remaining residents back as they are deemed appropriate to return by the hospital, which is
responsible for determining the schedule of our residents’ return, based on their symptoms and testing protocols," the spokesperson
said in an email sent by owner Enlivant's public relations firm.
 
Enlivant said that, prior to reopening, it did a full cleaning and remediation of Carter Place, continued staff training on COVID-19 best
practices and procedures and conducted a voluntary Nebraska Medicine Infection Control Assessment and Promotion program review
and walk through of Carter Place.
 
The infection control program and the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services have cleared Carter Place to bring residents
back, the Enlivant spokesperson said.
 
The facility will maintain ongoing COVID-19 precautions based on evolving guidance from the federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, prohibit all nonessential visitors, screen all employees and essential visiting medical personnel, Enlivant said.
 
There will be no group activities, and all dining will occur in each resident’s room.
 
"Our top priority remains the safety and health of our residents and employees," the spokesperson said. "We will continue to adjust our
protocols based on evolving guidance from the CDC and in coordination with local & state health departments.
 
The Carter Place resident who died Sunday was former Dana College professor Darrell Dibben.
 
Carter Place is one of 230 Enlivant senior living communities across 26 states. Other locations in Nebraska include those in Seward,
Nebraska City, Fremont and Columbus.
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Washington County Pilot Tribune
Residents return to Carter Place
 
A Blair assisted living facility linked to 19 confirmed COVID-19 cases has reopened.
 
Residents have returned to Carter Place after an outbreak caused 13 residents and six staff members to become ill. Residents were
moved to CHI Health Midlands in Papillion on March 28 and 29.
 
Seven residents returned Wednesday. More residents were expected to return Thursday and it will continue to welcome residents as
they are deemed appropriate by the hospital, according to a spokesperson for Enlivant, the company that owns Carter Place.
 
Carter Place worked with the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. They took several steps for the transition, including
a full cleaning and remediation of Carter Place, continued training on COVID-19 best practices and procedures for staff, conducting a
voluntary Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program review and walkthrough of Carter Place.
 
Carter Place was cleared by ICAP and the Nebraska Department of Health to allow residents to return.
 
“Our top priority remains the safety and health of our residents and employees; we will continue to adjust our protocols based on
evolving guidance from the CDC and in coordination with local & state health departments,” the Enlivant spokesperson said.
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KSNB
Two residents, three employees test positive for COVID-19 at Hastings nursing facilities
 
HASTINGS, Neb. (KSNB) - Good Samaritan Society – Hastings Village in Hastings, Nebraska, has confirmed that one resident and three
employees in Perkins Pavilion skilled nursing facility, and one resident in the Goldbeck Towers apartment have tested positive for
COVID-19.
 
We are frequently communicating with all residents, staff and families. We are working closely with state and local health officials to
ensure our response plan meets the needs of this rapidly changing situation, and are following their guidance on testing employees who
may have been exposed.
 
Our team is taking extra precautions to monitor the health of staff and residents. The health and safety of our residents, employees and
the community we serve during this unprecedented pandemic remains our highest priority.
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Grand Island Independent
Peak is a week and a half away, says Central District Health
By Jeff Bahr
 
Teresa Anderson of the Central District Health Department says the number of COVID-19 cases in the three-county area probably won’t
peak for another week and a half.
 
“Our expectation is that every day we will see a large number of new cases and every day we will see a number of deaths,” Anderson
said at Thursday’s COVID-19 community update from City Hall.
 
“We believe that we haven’t peaked yet, that we have maybe a week and a half before we’ll actually peak,” she said. “I would
desperately love to be wrong about all of this. But if we take our lessons from what’s been happening in other parts of the country, I’m
going to say the writing is on the wall.“
 
The Central District has a chance to reduce the number of cases by practicing social distancing, hand washing, staying home when
you’re sick and wearing a mask.
 
“So let’s see if we can’t prove me wrong, and I will be happy,” Anderson said.
 
During the update, Anderson answered two questions that had been submitted by the public. Noting that hospitals seem to be keeping
up with COVID-19, the questioner asked if there is a number that would overwhelm Grand Island’s health care system.
 
“What we know is that our health care system currently is being taxed, or stressed. CHI St. Francis is doing a fantastic job of keeping up,
with 17 ventilators. But because we keep getting very ill people admitted to the hospital, they’re needing to transfer out people on
ventilators,” Anderson said.
 
At a press briefing Wednesday, Gov. Pete Ricketts said 17 people are on ventilators at CHI Health St. Francis. At least seven COVID-19
patients this week have been transferred to other hospitals, including ones in Omaha, the Omaha World-Herald reported. But CHI St.
Francis is not at capacity and staff members are staying calm and collected, said Ricketts and Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief
medical officer.
 
Anderson said Thursday that “one of the problems is having enough equipment at the hospital for this surge in cases. Another key
problem is that ventilators require special attention by specialized nurses, and there aren’t enough.
 
“Again, CHI is doing a fantastic job of recruiting other CHI ventilator-trained nurses to come and provide assistance here,” Anderson
said. But people in this area need to stop the spread today “or we will be very quickly overwhelmed.”
 
At the beginning of her talk, Anderson said her “smile today is a little bit strained, because we have increasingly
 
bad news.”
 
The district now has more than 300 documented lab-tested COVID-19 cases.
 
The state Department of Health and Human Services reported that Howard County has its first confirmed COVID-19 case. The Howard
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County resident is a man in his 60s with underlying health conditions who was known to be in direct contact with another person who
was later identified to have COVID-19.
 
Thursday morning, Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue stressed the importance of “our food supply continuing during the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Mayor Roger Steele. “He said that food supply workers are essential and critical to our national security. And that is
why food processing plants like JBS should remain in production, if possible.
 
“I speak to the management at JBS several times a week,” Steele said.
 
During his most recent call, Steele told JBS General Manager Zack Ireland that the Salvation Army and Hope Harbor needed more beef.
Ireland replied, without hesitation, that 200 pounds of beef would be donated to each, Steele said.
 
“He said that our community has been good to JBS and they are happy to give back. I personally thank JBS for providing food during a
time when many people need help with basic necessities, such as food,” he said.
 
Steele said Grand Island city employees are also critical workers as defined by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
 
“We all have fresh water, electricity, sanitary sewer service, solid waste disposal and well-maintained streets, in addition to life-saving
police protection, fire protection and ambulance service, because our city employees have stayed on the job,” Steele said. “My ability to
speak to you is because of the city’s IT Department continuing with its efforts to keep the work of City Hall connected. I am grateful to
all city employees who deliver life-sustaining services to our community. To them, I say thank you.”
 
Steele also reminded viewers of the requirements of the state’s directed health measure. He mentioned the City Council decision
Tuesday night, which gives police the power to issue fines of $100 to people who violate the order.
 
“Please make sure you comply voluntarily, so you do not get a citation for $100,” Steele said.
 
On Wednesday, Central District Health announced that there have been 40 COVID-19 positive tests among staff members and residents
in eight long-term care facilities and home health services in Hall County, and one in Hamilton County.
 
“We expect that number to continue to grow, not only in those long-term care facilities, but throughout our three counties,” Anderson
said Thursday.
 
As health officials review each COVID-19 case, they look for common factors. “Do they all live in one area of the three-country district?
Are they all family members? What do they have in common? At this time, we can tell you they really have nothing in common,”
Anderson said. “That leads us to believe the virus truly is everywhere.”
 
The other question from the public was, “What is being done to make sure the virus doesn’t continue to spread through nursing homes
or long-term care facilities?”
 
Anderson said each of the long-term care facilities has a relationship with DHHS to address issues of infection control. Each facility can
use an information line to ask questions. “Each of the facilities has been provided with personal protective equipment for the staff to
use when they’re working with their residents,” Anderson said. “One of our big problems in long-term care facilities is having the care
workers work when they have no symptoms, but they can spread the virus.”
 
The district has wonderful resources, and people are “working very efficiently and very effectively as a whole in all of our communities,”
Anderson said.
 
But the virus is difficult to control. “And this is a new virus. We’re learning every day more about it. It’s frustrating to us that we can’t
catch up to the virus,” she said.
 
People should wear a mask when they go out in public and make sure it’s well-fitted, she said. Except for the people living in our homes,
we should all stay six feet apart, she said.
 
“The minute you start feeling symptoms of any kind, and there are a huge variety of symptoms associated with this virus, you need to
remove yourself from any other individuals and isolate,” she said. “We have no room for error. Everyone must do their part.”
 
Anderson said “this is not a time to try to place blame or to find out who started this problem. We knew that we had the possibility of
having a severe case of COVID-19. Every community knew that.”
 
For whatever reason, she said, Grand Island and Hall County have become the leading area of the state “for infection and spread. So







we’re going to continue the things we have been doing and we want you to continue as well.”
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Omaha World Herald
Grand Island's rate of COVID-19 cases is higher than Michigan's, close to Louisiana's
By Henry J. Cordes and Erin Duffy
 
The Grand Island area — by far Nebraska’s biggest coronavirus hot spot — now has rates of illness comparable to some of the hardest-
hit states in the country.
 
Not only does surrounding Hall County now have more cases than any county in Nebraska, its per capita case rate is almost 12 times
that of Douglas County and more than 25 times that of Lancaster County, a World-Herald analysis found.
 
The Hall County rate is also now about equal to that of Louisiana, which ranks among the top states nationally in both cases and deaths.
It’s also higher than the per capita rate in Michigan, a state that has been in such a significant state-ordered lockdown because of the
virus that it’s spawned public protests.
 
And as eye-popping as such numbers are, Grand Island, Nebraska’s third-largest metro area, is still likely weeks away from its peak of
cases and deaths. The sixth death in the local three-county health district was reported Thursday.
 
“Our expectation is that every day we will see large numbers of new cases and every day we will see a number of deaths,” Central
District Health Department Director Teresa Anderson said Thursday. “If we take our lessons from what’s been happening in other parts
of the country, I’m going to say the writing is on the wall.”
 
Despite such numbers, Gov. Pete Ricketts continued to say Thursday that the state’s response to the coronavirus pandemic is working.
 
Ricketts said the state has provided Grand Island help with testing and with tracing the contacts of people who test positive. And he said
he has been on the phone with Grand Island employers to make sure they are taking steps to reduce the spread of the virus.
 
“We are paying attention to Grand Island,” he said during his daily coronavirus briefing.
 
He and Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief medical officer, also noted that the health care system in Grand Island has been up to the
task of handling the surge of patients.
 
As of noon Thursday, there were 13 patients in St. Francis hospital’s 16-bed intensive care unit, including 11 on ventilators. There are
more than a half-dozen additional ventilators available and still more within the CHI network.
 
Down the road at Mary Lanning Healthcare in Hastings, four of the 10 ICU beds are occupied by coronavirus patients.
 
“All in all, things seem to be fairly well under control in Grand Island,” Anthone said of the health care landscape.
 
Hours later, the local health agency reported 61 new coronavirus cases in Hall County, bringing the total there to a state-leading 339.
That’s despite the fact that Hall has one-ninth the population of Douglas County.
 
The number of cases in Hall County is essentially doubling of every four days. That’s more than twice the rate of Nebraska as a whole,
which is currently doubling every nine days.
 
Overall, Nebraska as a state continues to rate well nationally in coronavirus cases and deaths. On Thursday, it ranked 42nd among the
50 states in cases per capita and 44th in deaths.
 
But the story is different on a county-by-county basis, as Hall, Kimball, Adams and Custer Counties have all emerged as hotbeds for
COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus. Each of those counties has seen cases at three or more times the state average rate.
 
Hall County’s rate, when measured per 10,000 people, has also reached a point that is comparable to the rates seen in states hit
hardest by the pandemic.
 
As of Thursday morning, while Hall County’s rate was still less than half the astronomical rate seen in New York, it was almost equal that
of Louisiana, which has the nation’s third-highest rate overall and No. 4 death rate. And it was much higher than Michigan’s rate.
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Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s College of Public Health, said the figures in Hall County are “cause for
caution.”
 
The doctor declined to say whether additional measures are needed, saying he wasn’t aware of all that are already in place in the
county. The Ricketts administration has adopted a system of county-level directed health measures to control the virus. But Khan said
people there clearly need to heed state and local officials’ stay-at-home message.
 
“The bottom line is everyone should be staying at home, and we should clearly be helping this community,” Khan said.
 
Taylor Gage, a spokesman for Ricketts, questioned comparisons with statewide rates elsewhere, saying it would be more appropriate to
look at similar-sized counties or other hot spots across the country.
 
“Grand Island is a hot spot,” he said. “The regional and state hospital systems are strong, and we are closely managing hospital-related
cases in conjunction with local health officials.”
 
In Grand Island, local health director Anderson said the high numbers are occurring “despite our best efforts.”
 
She said the county is getting much-needed additional testing and will continue to advise residents to follow social distancing
guidelines.
 
There have been a number of cases in Grand Island centered on large employers, including a meatpacking plant. And there are also a
large number tied to nursing homes and long-term-care facilities, with 40 workers and residents at nine facilities having already tested
positive.
 
But in the end, Anderson said, the disease has now spread so much that it can’t really be linked to any one employer, facility, family or
part of town.
 
“What do (cases) have in common?” she said. “At this time, we can tell you they really have nothing in common. That leads us to
believe the virus is truly everywhere.”
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AP News
Grand Island area now has most coronavirus cases in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A central Nebraska county with a major meatpacking plant and a lot of nursing homes and manufacturing
facilities now has more coronavirus cases than any other county in the state, according to new public health data.
 
Hall County confirmed 278 cases on Wednesday, surpassing the 263 known cases in Omaha’s Douglas County, even though Douglas
County has nearly nine times as many residents.
 
Hall County, which includes Grand Island, has seen a spike in cases at the JBS USA meatpacking plant, the McCain Foods frozen
appetizer factory, nursing homes and a health clinic. Last week, the farm equipment manufacturer Case New Holland temporarily halted
production to protect line workers who work in close proximity.
 
The actual number of Hall County cases is likely much higher than what’s reported because the county has a “very limited” number of
tests available, said Central District Health Department Director Teresa Anderson. The Nebraska National Guard helped test people last
week, and Gov. Pete Ricketts said members will continue that work this weekend.
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NET
"It Feels Like Every Day We Have A Lesser Chance Of Controlling It": COVID-19 Hits Hall County Hard
By Mike Tobias
 
Hall County has more confirmed COVID-19 cases than any other Nebraska county; 339 as of today, mostly from the city of Grand Island.
NET producer Mike Tobias talks with Teresa Anderson, health director of the Central District Health Department that serves Hall,
Hamilton and Merrick counties; her agency reports a total of 360 cases and six deaths from COVID-19 for all three counties.
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Mike Tobias, NET News: First, give us a sense of what’s it like right now for Grand Island’s health care providers, clinics and hospitals?
 
Teresa Anderson, Central District Health Department Health Director: I think it's rather stressful, and hectic and challenging.
 
Tobias: Is the number of reported cases an accurate representation of the scope of COVID-19 in Grand Island?
 
Anderson: What I can tell you is, and these are last week's numbers that I'm going to talk about, so at the time that we had a thousand
tests done, that was maybe the middle of last week, we have 78,000 people that we serve. So a thousand tests seems like a small
number for that large population. With that small number of tests we were seeing a pretty high rate of positives as compared to our
peers across the state.
 
Tobias: You’ve said you’re hoping that “the number of much needed COVID-19 tests will increase."
 
Anderson: First I'll tell you where we are right now, because we have very limited testing. The hospital, of course, has testing available.
Our major clinics, our larger clinics have limited to no tests available. So if we can't test to see where it is, and can't test to identify folks
who are contagious, regardless of whether they have symptoms or not, there's not much we can do to have them quarantined. If you
have a test that says "I'm positive," then you're more likely to say "I will stay home." But if you have a few sniffles, or a little bit of a
cough, you're more likely to just keep going because that's our nature, at least in Nebraska. If we have more tests we can better identify
the depth of the problem. This week we have the National Guard here again, thanks to the DHHS and the governor, so we're able to
continue to test today, tomorrow and Saturday here in Grand Island. But we can't test just everybody because we only have 50 tests per
day. So what we're hoping to do with those tests is to prioritize individuals who have symptoms, or who have been with a close contact
who is identified as a positive COVID person. So we're trying to catch people at whatever stage we can, and again with the whole goal,
and this is kind of Public Health 101, is to identify people who are contagious and have them quarantine.
 
Tobias: Any indication you'll get more tests?
 
Anderson: There is some indication of that. Just yesterday we requisitioned a number of tests for our clinics, so that the tests would
come here and we will be able to redistribute them to the clinic based on need. Through the Governor's Office and through DHHS at the
state level, they're able to procure some of those tests for us. Otherwise we would be without much of any tests.
 
Tobias: Why are you seeing so many cases in Hall County?
 
Anderson: When we started down this path and knew that the pandemic was coming, we were looking at how vulnerable we were in
this three county area, but specifically in Hall County. We know that, when we're looking at the county road map rankings that tell us
how healthy we are here, that we have some issues. We know that we have a lower median household income than the rest of the
state, in a large part, and we also know that, generally, vulnerable populations will include our elderly, and we have a number of elderly
citizens in our area. Also, when you're a culturally diverse community like we are, that that's an increased risk for illness based on that
alone.
 
Tobias: Has the Hispanic-Latino population been hit disproportionally hard?
 
Anderson: The hard thing about that is that we have not kept data on race or ethnicity. While we were preparing for this, we didn't
prepare well for everything. So, at least, at the local level, and I'm not sure what data we're submitting at the state level, I don't think
that we're monitoring ethnicity and race, but I'm not certain on that. I can tell you that we have a number of interpreters that we're
using in our contacts, so we are aware that we have some English as second language folks here and we're working to connect with
them. When we do that, it takes a little bit longer because we need to use an interpreter to get the message there, but so far we've
been able to provide those interpreters in-house.
 
Tobias: What’s it going to take to slow your outbreak?
 
Anderson: So this is where we are right now. It feels like every day we have a lesser chance of controlling it. We've worked with our
community and I've been really vocal about the need for every person to take this seriously. At this point, when we're getting 50 or 60
new cases every day, we're concerned that there may not be anything that we can do to slow the spread, if we cannot get the folks that
live in this area to stay home and have social distancing and protect others and protect ourselves from catching the virus.
 
Tobias: Is a stay-at-home order needed?
 
Anderson: I don't know how much further that goes than what our current directed health measure is. But there has to be a way for us
to get the message out. You have to stay home, and whether that's voluntarily or whether it's mandated at the state level, we need to
get people to stay home
 







Tobias: Do you have all the resources and help you need?
 
Anderson: We have a lot of support. I will to tell you that, within our community itself, we have a really strong network of individuals,
with the volunteers, the law enforcement, the first responders, excellent working relationships with our providers and with the hospital.
What I will tell you too is, this is Public Health 101 as well, is that we say all public health is local. So we know that when we're hit with a
disaster or a public health emergency that we have to take care of ourselves and that's what we've been doing. In addition to all of the
folks within our community who reach out and support us, we have had some assistance through DHHS and also through the College of
Public Health.
 
Tobias: Do you need more?
 
Anderson: Yeah, we do. We do. We're getting weary right now, and we're very committed and we're very passionate. Anybody in this
building is just willing to work however many hours it takes to meet the needs of the community. But we need to be looking at how can
we bring in some, I'm going to say, fresh horses to help carry the load for a while, because I do believe that we're going to see these
numbers continue to increase over, at least the next 10 days and maybe for 14 days before we hit that plateau.
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Grand Island Independent
CHI Health St. Francis sees uptick in COVID-19 patients
By Robert Pore
 
As the number of critical cases of people with the coronavirus increases, Ed Hannon, president of CHI Health St. Francis in Grand Island,
said the hospital has developed plans to handle any sudden surges.
 
Hannon, during a press briefing Thursday afternoon, said the plan is modeled after other disaster plans the hospital has drawn up in
case of an emergency. It looks at available hospital beds, ICU capacity, emergency room, staffing, equipment and other needs, and how
many patients the hospital can handle if an overwhelming surge of infected people occurs.
 
“With this event, our plan is to try to take care of as many patients here at St. Francis as we possibly can,” he said. “But we don’t know
what will be coming in the door next, so we want to make sure that we have the capacity to take care of them.”
 
Hannon said the surge plan’s next step is, when the hospital reaches capacity in the emergency room or ICU, staff will transfer their
most stable patients to other CHI hospitals across the state.
 
Last Friday, he said, the hospital started to reach those thresholds of care with about 16 patients in its ICU. It began to transfer patients
to other facilities.
 
Hannon said that in the past 36 hours, as of noon Thursday, the hospital had transferred five patients to other facilities. Several more
have been transferred since last Friday.
 
“There is plenty of capacity across Nebraska, whether it be at CHI hospitals or not,” he said.
 
Hannon also said there are plans to take care of patients if all the state’s hospitals reach capacity. But he said he does not believe it will
get to that level because Nebraska hospitals have plenty of available beds.
 
Grand Island has had the most confirmed COVID-19 cases in Nebraska.
 
When looking at how many patients the hospital can handle, Hannon said they look at the number of people coming the emergency
room, how many patients are in the ICU, how many are on ventilators, how many beds are available, and staffing and supply levels.
 
Overall, St. Francis is at about 50% capacity.
 
“The area where we are feeling the most pressure in is our ICU,” Hannon said.
 
As of noon Thursday, 13 patients were in the hospital’s 16-bed ICU. Eleven are on ventilators.
 
“We still have a little bit more capacity to take on patients who are coming into the ER or who are transferred here from another
facility,” Hannon said.
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When they reach full capacity in their ICU, he said, they will begin transferring patients to other CHI hospitals in Nebraska, such as Good
Samaritan in Kearney.
 
In moving a patient to another facility, Hannon said, staff first makes sure the patient is stable.
 
He said they are seeing a “pretty steady” volume in their emergency room, treating about 65 patients per day. But not all them have
been infected by the virus.
 
Hannon said about half the patients have respiratory symptoms. The hospital has set up a 10-station respiratory fast-track area that can
handle people who have breathing problems caused by the virus or other causes.
 
“We are seeing a lot of patients who are not COVID patients,” he said. “Those people go into the regular emergency room for
treatment.”
 
In the fast-track area, the patients are evaluated on the severity of their respiratory problems. Those who are not in serious conditions
are sent home and told to isolate themselves and provide the care they need.
 
“The majority of patients we are seeing may be COVID-positive, but they can go back home and be isolated at home and be treated. It is
only the sickest of the sick that are admitted,” Hannon said. “So, it is hard for me to put a number on how many patients per day
because it includes all of those.”
 
He said not many new patients are being admitted each day. Over the past few days, the handful of hospital admissons has remained
consistent.
 
Hannon said as the number of patients with respiratory problems began to dramatically increase, staff asked other hospitals for
additional ventilators and other equipment. They have received about a half dozen ventilators from other Nebraska CHI hospitals.
 
He also said St. Francis is bringing staff in from other CHI hospitals to help out as the number of COVID-19 patients increases.
 
Hannon said CHI hospitals are down one-third in their patient census as a result of the pandemic as they have stopped noncritical
hospitalizations.
 
He said the hospital has about 17 ventilators available but has access to more if needed.
 
Health experts expect Nebraska will hit its peak in the number of COVID-19 patients by the first week of May, when the state will need
about 60 ventilators and 67 ICU beds, Hannon said. CHI hospitals have more than enough ventilators and ICU beds to meet that
expected capacity.
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NTV
Seven Grand Island patients transferred to other hospitals
By Jessica Stevenson
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — As some local hospitals start to see more COVID-19 patients, others across the state are stepping up to help. During
the Governor's Conference Doctor Gary Anthone announced this is already happening in Central Nebraska.
 
"St. Francis Hospital in Grand Island did transfer out five different patients, all specifically for medical reasons, at either University of
Nebraska Medical Center or Mercy Medical Center or other hospitals that could provide care for those patients," said Anthone. "So
there are five transferred yesterday, two the day before. And again the beauty of that system is its all within the Catholic Healthcare
Initiative, the CHI system.”
 
Dr. Anthone said they have the cooperation of every hospital in the state to do inter-hospital transfers if necessary.
 
He said with Grand Island being considered a hot spot, he’s in communication with their hospital daily. While they are working hard, he
said the hospitals believes things are under control in their facility.
 
“We have great bed capacity throughout the state," said Anthone. "Fifty percent of the beds now in the state are unoccupied and are
ready to be occupied at any time, similar for ICU beds. So far we have not over whelmed the health care system whatsoever.
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Lincoln Journal Star
CHI Health moving patients, ventilators to help Grand Island area
By Matt Olberding
 
CHI Health said Thursday that it has transferred patients out of Grand Island and also moved ventilators there from other hospitals to
deal with the outbreak of COVID-19 in Hall County.
 
Cliff Robertson, CEO of the health system, said five patients had been transferred from CHI St. Francis in Grand Island to Omaha-area
hospitals within the past 36 hours. He also said ventilators were sent to the hospital from CHI St. Elizabeth in Lincoln.
 
Robertson said the patients transferred were stable and they were moved to free up space in the intensive care unit, not because the
Grand Island hospital couldn't handle their treatment.
 
In fact, he said both CHI St. Francis and CHI Good Samaritan in Kearney are similar in size to St. Elizabeth and all CHI Health employees
get the same training whether they are in Omaha or a smaller community.
 
As of Thursday evening, Hall County had 339 confirmed cases of COVID-19, well more than Douglas County, which has about nine times
the population.
 
Even with the transfers, as of Thursday morning, the Grand Island hospital still had 18 patients with positive COVID-19 diagnoses, 13 of
those in its ICU, 11 of whom were on ventilators.
 
By contrast, St. Elizabeth in Lincoln had 15 COVID-19 patients in the hospital Thursday, none of whom were on ventilators. None of
those patients were from Lincoln, however. There are 24 COVID-19 patients on ventilators at CHI Health hospitals in the metro Omaha
area.
 
Overall, Robertson said there is plenty of capacity in the CHI Health system, with 350 beds available as of Thursday. That includes Grand
Island.
 
No one in Hall County should "be afraid that the hospital is full," he said. "It is not."
 
The Grand Island hospital and all other CHI Health hospitals have adequate personal protective equipment and the hospital system has
experienced no shortages, Robertson said.
 
When asked whether any staff in Grand Island had tested positive for COVID-19, he said CHI Health does not disclose that information,
but he did say that there have been "an incredibly small number of exposures (among staff) and an incredibly small number of folks
who have tested positive for the disease."
 
"So far we've been blessed," Robertson said.
 
That blessing has not extended to the company's financial situation, though, as he said CHI Health's revenues are down 30% since the
pandemic started.
 
Despite that, he said the health system has not furloughed any staff who work in patient areas, including nonmedical workers, such as
food and cleaning staff. Those workers are guaranteed pay as long as they agree to be redeployed where necessary. Those who don't
agree to that stipulation can take paid time off, he said.
 
TOP
 
 
NET
Grand Island Healthcare Workers Manage An Uptick In Possible COVID Patients; Other Essential Workers Ask For
More From The State
By Christina Stella and Bill Kelly
 
While Grand Island is bracing for a further increase in COVID-19 cases, local hospitals are still holding their own. But the pressure to
manage an influx of patients is falling heavily on hospital staff without specialized ICU training. And they're not the only workers feeling
the pressure lately.
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Central Health District Director Teresa Anderson says Hall, Merrick and Hamilton counties now share over 300 confirmed cases of
COVID-19, with most cases in Grand Island.
 
Officials expect that number to peak in just a week and a half: the outbreak could ultimately overwhelm the area’s healthcare system,
which Anderson said is already stressed.
 
“If we take our lessons from what's been happening in other parts of the country, I'm going to say the writing is on the wall,” she
warned.
 
But providers have avoided hitting capacity so far. Ed Hannon, president of St. Francis Hospital in Grand Island, says patient volume has
been steady, but not unmanageable. The hospital is currently about 50 percent full.
 
“About 65 patients a day are coming into the ER. Of that, maybe half have respiratory type symptoms," he said on a press call Thursday.
 
Those respiratory cases are often sent to a recently opened fast track area, where doctors can triage them for hospitalization.
 
ICU beds have been harder to come by, with fewer than five available Thursday afternoon. But only a handful of patients are being
admitted each day, as the vast majority can manage their symptoms at home.
 
Mary Lanning Hospital, which is just south of St. Francis in Hastings, has not activated its surge plan to cope with an influx of coronavirus
patients. Mary Lanning continues to have capacity and can take more patients: as of Thursday, eight people were being treated for
COVID-19. Four remain on ventilators in the intensive care unit.
 
Similar to St. Francis Hospital, Mary Lanning is not struggling with a shortage of equipment or bed capacity. Director of Nursing Ronda
Ehly said keeping ICU beds properly staffed is the bigger issue.
 
"Not every nurse in my hospital can take care of an ICU patient on a ventilator," she said.
 
"So I have to make sure that not only are our patients safely taken care of with a nurse with the right skill set, but also, those nurses that
are stretching beyond their skill set feel comfortable and supported in what they're doing."
 
Workers across all essential fields are finding their boundaries stretched as they keep the state functioning. And in some cases,
employees feel the state has been too unwilling to regulate employers' pandemic policies.
 
After hearing from workers who must deal with the public, ten Nebraska state senators asked Governor Ricketts to take more action to
protect them from the virus.
 
In a letter, the lawmayers asked Ricketts to formally consider people working in food production, grocery stores, and pharmacies "front
line emergency service providers". They also requested private businesses get additional guidance on best ways to keep their
employees safe.
 
Senator Kate Bolz of Lincoln was among those making the request.
 
"We've heard from several workers who are concerned about the things that they're being asked to do on the job," she said.
 
"And we think that gubernatorial guidance to private employers could help give those employees the foundation that they need to
advocate to their employers about things like access to cleaning products, safe social distancing, and remote work whenever possible."
 
Bolz and the other nine senators said they also continue to hear from state employees concerned about government departments
keeping office hours. The letter requests Ricketts allow every state employee to work from home if possible, and temporarily close
offices to the public.
 
TOP
 
 
KETV
Governor Ricketts comments on Grand Island COVID-19 outbreak (video)
By Nick Amatangelo
 
CHI Health confirmed Thursday it has moved some COVID-19 patients from Grand Island to Omaha.
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In his daily press conference Thursday, Gov. Pete Ricketts said the situation is under control there and doctors have enough personal
protective equipment.
 
"There's a number of things we've been doing to take those steps in Grand Island to help educate people, to be able to help give them
the tools they need to be able to do that social distancing and slow the spread in Grand Island," Ricketts said.
 
The state's public health director Dr. Gary Anthone says 18 patients are at CHI Health St. Francis Hospital.
 
Twelve of them are in the ICU, and eight of those patients are on ventilators.
 
The head of CHI's transfer center said they moved some patients from Saint Francis to facilities in Omaha. Director Kristen Blum said it
ensures patients can get the appropriate type of care.
 
"Having the transfer center with access to our large network and system with that one call makes a big difference for patients," Blum
said. "Especially with COVID-19, we're seeing the decline can be very rapid, so if you do have patients that you know might possibly
have COVID-19 they're needing a high level or care really time is of the essence."
 
As of Thursday, CHI Health reports there are 58 COVID-19 positive patients in its hospitals in Nebraska and western Iowa.
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Scottsbluff Star Herald
COVID-19 cases in Panhandle continue to remain low, while other areas of the state see surges
By Maunette Loeks
 
As cases in some area of the state have had a large growth in cases of the coronavirus case, the Panhandle has not, to date.
 
On Thursday, Scotts Bluff County officials updated that 33 positive cases have been confirmed in the Panhandle, with one more case
from Scotts Bluff County reported. That person, a man in his 40s, who Scotts Bluff County Health Director Paulette Schnell reported did
have connections to previously reported Scotts Bluff County cases. PPHD said all close contacts of the man had been contacted and
were self-quarantining.
 
To date, Panhandle health officials have tested 725 people since March 2. Fourteen people have recovered, with persons in Box Butte
County, Cheyenne County, Morrill County and Scotts Bluff County among those persons who have recovered. Officials did not provide
any updates on persons who were hospitalized and had tested positive for the coronavirus. Last week, three people from the Panhandle
were reported to have been hospitalized. One of those individuals, a Kimball man who had been hospitalized for about two weeks, has
been released. The status of the two other individuals was not known.
 
In other areas of the state, the COVID-19 case is much more serious.
 
On Wednesday, Hall County, where Grand Island is located, reported 278 cases, exceeding cases reported in other areas of the state,
including Douglas County. On that same day, Douglas County reported 263 cases. Douglas County reported its first case on March 6 and
Hall County didn’t report its first case until nearly three weeks later, on March 26.
 
Media in Hall County were reporting an additional 71 cases had been reported Thursday, but state numbers did not yet reflect those
cases as of press time. In Thursday evening’s update, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services had reported that the
state had exceeded 1,000 cases, reporting 1,066 cases as of press time.
 
Those numbers, however, don’t include the latest surge in cases in Hall County, with the local health department reporting 339 cases in
its Thursday update. State totals still reflect Hall County at 268 cases. Twenty-four deaths have been associated with the coronavirus,
according to the Nebraska DHHS.
 
At least two cases in the Panhandle have involved nursing homes. West Nebraska Veterans Home and the Sidney Health Care Center
both released information regarding protocols at those facilities and Schnell said that officials are continuing with investigations at
those facilities.
 
“We’re doing very aggressive testing with them and they’re being very cooperative.”
 
In Thursday’s briefing, people were also reminded about Gov. Pete Ricketts’ “Stay Home. Stay Healthy. Stay Connected.” initiative,
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which is underway until the end of the month. The governor has encouraged people to stay at home. Other health measures, such as
wearing a mask when in public, have also been recommended.
 
Engel said that officials continue to recommend that persons experiencing symptoms or possibly exposed to coronavirus self-
quarantine. She noted that some of the recent cases have not involved a lot of reports about possible exposures because people are
identified as close contacts and have been self-quarantining during the time that they are believed to be contagious, which is a two to
14-day window.
 
In other news, the Panhandle Health District officials noted that they had been interviewed by Time Magazine on the approach taken by
the rural health district.
 
“It was a really great opportunity to really talk about where we’ve come and what we’d done over the last couple of months,” Director
Kim Engel said, sayign it was heartwarming to talk about partners and the proactive approach taken in the Panhandle. The district also
talked about the challenges and different perspectives, she said.
 
Businesses continue to be connected with resources through PPHD, which hosts a business call regularly on Thursdays. Questions
during Thursday’s call involved hiring of new employees - who are recommended to quarantine if they have traveled from out of state -
and other topics. Directed health measures remain in place that have changed restaurant and bar operations and also closed some
businesses, such as salons and tattoo parlors.
 
For information on COVID-19 and resources, visit pphd.org.
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Omaha World Herald
New UNMC modeling predicts 50 to 180 coronavirus deaths in Nebraska
By Nancy Gaarder
 
New modeling by the University of Nebraska Medical Center indicates that social distancing is making a difference with COVID-19 but
that Nebraska can still expect between 50 and 180 deaths.
 
Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the UNMC College of Public Health, discussed the results during Thursday’s NET News town hall with Gov. Pete
Ricketts.
 
Deaths in Nebraska stood at 25 on Thursday, based on state and local numbers. Nebraska hasn’t peaked yet, Khan said, but “what we
are doing is making a difference.”
 
Khan and Ricketts dismissed the allure of seeking “herd immunity” by abandoning restrictions.
 
“Herd immunity means 60 to 80% of people get infected,” Khan said. “Herd immunity would have been devastation in terms of … cases
and deaths.”
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Omaha World Herald
Ricketts tells Nebraskans not to get their hopes up about relaxation of social distancing rules
By Paul Hammel
 
LINCOLN — Nebraskans hoping to see social distancing rules disappear after May 1 got a dose of caution from Gov. Pete Ricketts on
Thursday.
 
Don’t count on it, the governor said.
 
“I don’t want to raise anyone’s expectations,” he said. “We are not going to lift all of these social distancing guidelines all at once.
 
“In fact, we will probably be doing some social distancing for the foreseeable future, until we have a vaccine.”
 
The state’s plan, he said, appears to be working to “flatten” and slow the spread of the coronavirus so the state’s health care systems
are not overwhelmed to the point that patients can’t get an intensive care bed or a ventilator and health care workers don’t have
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proper protective gear.
 
The governor spoke just before joining a conference call with President Donald Trump and other state governors on Thursday
afternoon.
 
Ricketts emphasized that Nebraska would not alter its plan to continue its “protective health measures” until the end of April,
regardless of what the president announces.
 
But, toward the end of the month, the governor said he would use a combination of federal and local guidance, as well as data on use
of the state’s health care resources, to decide what guidelines might be lifted on a “step by step” basis.
 
Earlier this month, Ricketts mentioned the possibility that the rule against social gatherings of more than 10 people could be amended
to 25 people or more.
 
At his daily press briefing, the governor again defended his approach to the COVID-19 outbreak, which has been criticized by some for
avoiding the “shelter-in-place” orders issued in more hard-hit states.
 
Ricketts pointed to voluntary polls taken by users of Google in Nebraska indicating that people are spending 29% less time at work and
11% more time at home.
 
“We’re going to continue to stick to the plan we have now, because that plan is working,” he said.
 
The guidelines Trump released Thursday call for places with declining infections and strong testing to begin a three-phased gradual
reopening of businesses and schools, with each phase lasting at least 14 days, meant to ensure that the virus outbreak doesn’t
accelerate again.
 
“I appreciate President Trump’s guidelines for reopening pieces of the economy that have been closed temporarily,” Ricketts said in a
statement Friday afternoon. “It is critical that we get people back to work safely and continue to slow the spread of the virus as the
country opens up.”
 
Trump also announced on Thursday a bipartisan task force to work on reviving the economy called the Opening Up America Again
Congressional Group. Nebraska Sens. Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse are on the panel, as are Iowa Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst.
 
“I know he wants to open up the country. Everybody does,” Ricketts said. But, he added, it must be done in a way that doesn’t allow the
virus to return.
 
Thursday marked the end of the first week of the governor’s call for Nebraskans to stay home for 21 days in hopes of curbing the state’s
coronavirus outbreak.
 
In other coronavirus news:
 


·         Fourteen state senators signed a letter Thursday calling on the governor to allow every state employee who is able to work
from home to do so and to declare that grocery store employees and workers in food-processing plants be included among the
“front-line” emergency workers who get priority for COVID-19 testing.


 
Ricketts, however, said the current priority system is appropriate. It prioritizes first responders, health care workers and those who
work in nursing homes because they are most likely to get the virus, he said.
 


·         The state has received $625 million from the federal CARES Act but is awaiting guidance from the feds on how the money can
be spent. The money represents half of what the state is expecting to receive, Ricketts said.


·         Matt Blomstedt, the state education commissioner, said he’s getting a lot of calls about how schools can conduct graduation
ceremonies.


 
He suggested postponing commencement until midsummer, after the virus peak has been reached in the state.
 
He said that Red Cloud was able to hold a commencement for its nine graduates, with attendees sitting in vehicles but that not all
school districts in the state will be able to do that.
 


·         Ricketts said the state is providing personal protective equipment to the state’s Native American tribes but has advised them
that direct allocations of funds will come from the CARES Act, which allocated $11 billion to the tribes.







 
A representative of the Omaha Tribe maintained that the state had “withdrawn” its offer of financial aid. The governor said that was a
misunderstanding.
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Ricketts rejects Lathrop's call to prevent Nebraska Crossing from reopening
By Paul Hammel
 
LINCOLN — A state senator from Omaha on Thursday predicted a spike in coronavirus cases unless Gov. Pete Ricketts takes action to
block the Nebraska Crossing shopping mall from reopening.
 
“I think we’ve seen what happens when we are not staying put,” State Sen. Steve Lathrop said. “You’re seeing hot spots in Grand Island
and Sioux Falls.”
 
“If people start going back to retail like pre-virus days, we’re going to have more people get sick, more people spreading things, more
people in the hospital and more people subject to this life-threatening condition,” he said.
 
The governor, during his daily coronavirus briefing, rejected Lathrop’s call for a stay-at-home order to block the reopening of the outlet
mall, which has planned a “soft” opening in a week and a grand opening in two weeks.
 
“We haven’t asked anyone to close,” Ricketts said. “We are asking Nebraskans to exercise their personal responsibility, their civic duty,
to do the right thing.”
 
That, he said, includes following the “six rules” he unveiled last week to keep Nebraskans safe. One of the rules is to avoid unnecessary
shopping trips and, if you must shop, to leave family and friends at home and go alone. Ricketts unveiled the rules as he urged
Nebraskans to redouble their social distancing efforts through the final weeks of April.
 
“We’ve got to continue to stay focused on this, but we don’t need to say that person or this person needs to close their business,” the
governor said.
 
Nebraska Crossing has said that it would be the first shopping mall in North America to reopen and that it could serve as a “case study”
and help establish best practices for reopening stores. But the head of the Nebraska Hospital Association has condemned the reopening
as an “irresponsible” move that would nullify the progress the state has made in slowing the spread of COVID-19, the disease caused by
the coronavirus.
 
Lathrop, in a letter to the governor on Wednesday, said the outlet mall has “nonessential businesses” that shouldn’t be allowed to
reopen until effective treatments for the virus are found and more progress is made toward developing a vaccine.
 
“Social distancing is not a cure,” the senator said. He fears that if restrictions on public gatherings are relaxed, cases of coronavirus will
begin spiking because the vast majority of Nebraskans have not been exposed to it.
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Ricketts won't ask Nebraska Crossing outlet mall not to reopen
By Don Walton
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Thursday all signs suggest that his plan to control the spread of the coronavirus in the state is working and that
he has not asked Nebraska Crossing Outlets to delay its scheduled reopening at a time when presence of the virus in the state is
expected to peak.
 
Rod Yates, owner of the shopping mall along Interstate 80 between Omaha and Lincoln, said he is planning to reopen some outlets next
week.
 
Questioned at his daily coronavirus news briefing whether he has asked Yates to delay that reopening, Ricketts said: "I have not spoken
with Nebraska Crossing. We have not asked anyone to close. 
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"We are asking Nebraskans to exercise their personal responsibility," the governor said, and perform their "civic duty."
 
"Nebraskans do the right thing," Ricketts said.
 
On Wednesday, Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha sent the governor a letter urging him to issue a stay-at-home order to prevent the
shopping mall from reopening "until health professionals believe we are adequately prepared to safely allow movement within
businesses across the state."
 
Laura Redoutey, president of the Nebraska Hospital Association, has said reopening the shopping center at this time could "nullify our
efforts" to put a clamp on the virus in Nebraska.
 
Reopening now "poses a serious risk to the health of all Nebraskans," she wrote in a letter to the Omaha World-Herald.
 
Rather than issue a shelter-in-place order to remain at home, Ricketts has urged Nebraskans to work at home, limit shopping to once a
week, closed schools, confined restaurants and bars to off-sale service, banned gatherings of more than 10 people and asked individuals
to maintain 6 feet of physical distance from one another.
 
"We haven't closed businesses. We have asked people to stay at home," the governor said. "Our plan is working.
 
"We don't plan on changing the plan; we will stick with that plan."
 
Looking ahead beyond April, the governor said, there "probably will be some distancing for the foreseeable future until there is a
vaccine."
 
Responding later in the day to President Donald Trump's announcement of guidelines that he believes states should follow in beginning
to open up the economy, Ricketts said he appreciates the president's guidance.
 
"It is critical that we get people back to work safely and continue to slow the spread of the virus as the country opens up," the governor
said.
 
Speaking at the governor's news briefing, Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said "things appear to be fairly well under
control in Grand Island," despite the number of confirmed cases in Hall County surpassing 330 on Thursday.
 
The number of coronavirus patients in intensive care at CHI St. Francis in Grand Island has dropped as has the number on ventilators. In
Hastings, he said, four patients are on ventilators.
 
"Those are the hot spots right now," he said.
 
The Nebraska National Guard has returned to Grand Island to institute new testing for the virus through Saturday, Ricketts said.
 
Grand Island and Hall County have the highest number of coronavirus cases in the state, even more than populous Omaha and Douglas
County. Many cases in the central Nebraska county were generated at the JBS Beef Plant, although there also have been clusters of
cases at long-term-care centers.
 
"We are paying attention to Grand Island," Ricketts said.
 
"I've reached out to major employers in Grand Island to see what they are doing" to provide worker protection and social distancing, he
said.
 
"Grand Island is a manufacturing town, (and) that's not an easy place to work from home."
 
Ricketts said the state is working with food processing plants in an effort to keep them open.
 
Lincoln Children's Zoo President and CEO John Chapo joined the briefing to announce that the zoo will offer virtual, interactive tours of
the zoo for elementary school children during this time when schools are closed.
 
"Teachers can bring up to 100 children to interact with the zookeepers," he said. The zoo plans to provide tours at least 12 to 15 times a
week.
 
State Education Commissioner Matthew Blomstedt suggested that schools could consider waiting to honor this year's senior class
graduates with ceremonies in July if the coronavirus threat has been tamed by then.
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Grace: Nebraska should send clear message, like a stay-at-home order, to defeat coronavirus
By Erin Grace
 
The posted speed limit on Interstate 80 near the exit to the Nebraska Crossing mall in Sarpy County is 75 mph.
 
Drivers, for their sakes and the common good, are supposed to go no faster than that and no slower than 40.
 
Those speed limits are as clear as the black numbers on the white roadside sign, as clear as the digital message flashing “Nebraska
Strong” in the mostly empty parking lot of a massive Gretna shopping mall on this sunny still-pandemic April day.
 
The lot is empty now because of Gov. Pete Ricketts’ stay-at-home-through-April request. But by next week, expect to see more cars
outside Nebraska Crossing. The mall’s owner, Rod Yates, has decided to speed past the state’s voluntary policy, and Ricketts won’t stop
him.
 
Some critics see Yates as a lead-footed driver and contend that the governor is too willing to yield. Others support Yates’ goal of making
Nebraska Crossing the first mall in North America to reopen. A day after the news drew national attention, neither Yates nor Ricketts
appeared to change lanes.
 
Yates might appear to be flooring it. (After all, Nebraska schools are looking at potential fall-at-home contingencies). But he said he’s
still driving safely. Some of the global brands that fill the 80-plus shopping bays at Nebraska Crossing had noted Nebraska’s relatively
lower coronavirus curve and asked him to be the test case for reopening retail.
 
Yates, who lives in Omaha, was happy to “do my part as a landlord to help a trillion-dollar industry get back on its feet.”
 
The governor said Wednesday that it was Nebraskans’ civic duty to voluntarily comply with his health directives versus “the heavy hand
of government coming down on you.”
 
A formal stay-at-home order has been something Ricketts has avoided like — how to put it? — the plague.
 
Instead, Ricketts has relied on an appeal to common sense and Nebraska Nice in offering a softer — and not ineffective — approach. A
World-Herald analysis found the state ranks low in both known coronavirus cases and deaths, and Dr. Anthony Fauci, the immunologist
on the national stage, said the state is doing a good job.
 
Ricketts has issued directives summed up by a catchphrase: stay home, stay healthy, stay connected. He has warned that April would be
bad. He has said to hunker down. He has told Nebraskans to shop just once a week, alone, and only for essential services.
 
But when Yates, the mall owner, blew past him in the left lane on Tuesday, the governor let him go rather than pulling him over for
speeding. Ricketts wouldn’t even address whether the mall qualified as an essential service.
 
A visit Wednesday to the mall with big names like Nike and North Face showed why Yates would be eager to hit the gas. An empty
shopping mall is an especially eerie place with its locked doors and piped-in pop music.
 
Who wants to be stranded on that shoulder?
 
Walking through, I yearned for pre-pandemic normal. I walked by closed Vineyard Vines wishing I could take my 14-year-old and a
gaggle of her friends there so they could spend (too much) on T-shirts. I’d love to see my toddler nephews climbing on the playground.
Plus my daily uniform of old yoga pants and a million Christmases-ago sweater could use a change-up. Even as I wear masks in public
and avoid the grocery store and bathe in hand sanitizer, I’m not sure I wouldn’t have crossed J. Crew’s shiny threshold if it had been
open on Wednesday.
 
But the speed limits aren’t just to protect our personal safety by curbing our own risk-taking. They are based on scientific study and
intended for the good of the entire community everybody.
 
A speeding driver doesn’t just risk his own neck. He risks the lives of others around him.
 
There were a few people at Nebraska Crossing on Wednesday— a handful of clients of dog trainer Kristin Sandstede’s.
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Everyone appeared to be properly distanced as they walked their pooches on empty sidewalks in front of locked doors that beckoned
shoppers to go online or stay safe.
 
Sandstede said the coronavirus rules were confusing and besides, what is “essential” anyway?
 
Does it make sense for a Costco to be open with its crowded lines when an open-air shopping mall remains closed? Don’t people get to
decide for themselves?
 
“If you don’t like it being open,” she said of Nebraska Crossing, “then don’t come.”
 
Client Lori May was conflicted. She understands the desire to reopen, get life back to normal and restore some business. Her husband’s
dental practice in Fremont is shuttered right now. But opening a mall seemed, she said, “premature.”
 
Then again, she had gone to Hy-Vee just the day before to get her husband some Mickey Mouse trinkets, including a balloon. They were
supposed to be in Disneyland for his birthday and, of course, that’s out.
 
May said she wore a mask but felt guilty getting something as trivial as a balloon, knowing that the clerk who waited on her risks getting
sick by having to work during the pandemic.
 
Without posting a speed limit, Ricketts has relied on people to drive safely. But if Nebraska Crossing reopens too soon, what’s to stop
other businesses from bypassing the governor’s request and following Yates in the fast lane?
 
Yates is hoping to be a national model. He talks about “best practices” and says he plans a careful soft opening. At first, just a quarter of
the stores will be open as store managers figure out how to safely distance employees and customers and make decisions on when to
send a potentially sick person home.
 
People have to get back to work, Yates said, and why not show how to do that correctly?
 
Stuck in the car with Yates are the mall employees who will have to put their own health on the line when the stores reopen. Yates is
offering thermometers, plastic shields and masks. That might feel insufficient, the way a seat belt does for a passenger when the driver
starts to speed.
 
The coronavirus is vexingly invisible, which makes the need for clarity in the response even greater.
 
How will Yates keep crowds thin enough? How can he make the test case a success story and not put the state on the map for being, as
Nebraska State Sen. Adam Morfeld dubbed it, “Covid Crossing”?
 
Yates said he’s encouraging shoppers to follow the grocery rules: Come alone. Don’t linger. He also acknowledged that this is an
experiment.
 
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert has shown what clear rules look like. Like Ricketts, Stothert first relied on good will when she asked
Omahans to quit going to city parks in groups. But picnickers, soccer teams and others ignored the “directive,” so Stothert closed the
parks, except for those passing through, including golfers.
 
We all yearn to get the family roadster back on the open highway.
 
But right now, the time calls for taking it slow — and that requires unambiguous traffic signs.
 
Here’s one I saw on I-80, heading back home after my trip to Nebraska Crossing. The overhead sign pointed drivers to a state website
on quarantine directives.
 
Wouldn’t it have been clearer to just flash two words? Stay home.
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Health officials seek to ease concerns raised by Antelope County's purchase of a temporary morgue
By Paul Hammel
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LINCOLN — Health officials in north-central Nebraska are trying to tamp down concerns raised by Antelope County’s purchase of a
temporary morgue.
 
On Tuesday, the Antelope County Board purchased a refrigerated trailer for the purpose of holding bodies in anticipation of a surge of
deaths due to COVID-19.
 
But an official with the North-Central District Health Department, based in O’Neill, said Thursday that the projected death toll used by
the county to make the purchase was an estimate based on people doing nothing to mitigate the spread of the virus, such as the social
distancing measures enacted by Gov. Pete Ricketts.
 
The projection — that up to 300 people could die in the nine counties served by that health district — was for “planning purposes only,”
and is most likely excessive because residents are adhering to advisories to avoid large groups and stay at home, said Carol Doolittle, a
prevention coordinator for the North-Central District Health Department.
 
The district sent out a press release late Wednesday in an attempt to reassure local residents, who expressed concern and fear in social
media posts, and to clarify that the projections were a worst-case scenario.
 
“I think what other communities have done is line up someone they could contact in the event they would need (a temporary
morgue),” she said. “This is all just for planning. It’s not ‘go out and buy a trailer.’ ”
 
As of Thursday morning, there were five confirmed COVID-19 cases in the nine counties, Antelope, Boyd, Brown, Cherry, Holt, Keya
Paha, Knox, Pierce and Rock Counties.
 
Those case numbers speak for themselves, Doolittle said, in terms of local compliance with the governor’s recommended “Six Rules” for
staying safe during the pandemic.
 
Officials in Antelope County didn’t respond to phone messages left Thursday. But a story published by the Antelope County News
quoted both Sheriff Bob Moore and County Board Chairman Charles Henery as saying that the purchase of the $10,000 refrigerated
trailer as a temporary morgue was made so the area would be prepared for the worst. The trailer could be resold if it proved
unnecessary, board members said.
 
“Pray to God we don’t need it,” said Henery, according to the newspaper.
 
A spokeswoman with the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency said Thursday that she was not aware of any directive from that
office for local emergency districts to purchase trucks or trailers for use as temporary morgues.
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Two UNO on-campus apartment complexes available for quarantined individuals
By Sean Everson
 
A parking lot is empty and so are apartments on the University of Nebraska-Omaha’s Dodge Campus. Thursday, a sign warns that it’s a
quarantine zone.
 
“We always have to have the apartments ready for whoever the next occupant is which is typically our next group of students, but
could be different,” said Assistant Director of Residence Life Chloe Smith.
 
UNO agreed with the state and Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services to make the campus’s University and Maverick
Village apartments available to “temporarily lodge individuals under quarantine and/or isolation.” A statement from the university
stated, “This agreement is in the very early stages. At this time, UNO has not received any notification that individuals will be moving in
for quarantine and/or isolation purposes.”
 
Smith said the apartments are being prepped just like they normally would.
 
“When folks move out we go through the spaces, make sure that things weren’t left behind. We would go through and make sure
everything was clean which is just our typical processes for when folks move,” Smith said.
 
There are 230 units between the two apartment complexes. Each apartment has four bedrooms, a living room, kitchen, and two
bathrooms and are furnished with beds, desks, couches and nightstands.
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“We’ll have linens available for folks, trashcans will be available for folks that will be in the apartments when they would arrive here,”
Smith said.
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Nebraska Air, Army National Guard test for COVID-19 across state (video)
 
OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) -- A select group of Nebraska Air and Army National Guard are traveling the state to complete critical COVID-19
testing.
 
On Friday, the task force will have teams conducting COVID-19 testing in Lexington, Grand Island, Bloomfield, and O’Neill.
 
They are testing hundreds of people, including healthcare workers and law enforcement.
 
“We are coming in contact with people that are very, very high chance of being positive tests,” said Nebraska National Guard Lt. Col.
Jennifer Hasslen.
 
The group is making sure they are prepared and staying protected during the entire testing process — not just to protect themselves,
but also the general public.
 
“We still have to go to the grocery store to get our food. We still have to go get takeout food, so we’ve made a rule now that you have
to wear your mask if you’ve basically left your hotel room,” said Lt. Col. Hasslen.
 
The team is staying in hotel rooms instead of at home to keep their families away from the high-risk work.
 
“This task force is all volunteers coming out. Being put on state active duty orders to really help with this testing and being a good
representation of how the guard assists in time of need,” said Nebraska National Guard 2nd Lt. Natasha Hilsgen.
 
As of Wednesday, the Nebraska Air and Army National Guard have tested nearly 1,500 people for COVID-19.
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Gov. Ricketts: Federal abortion rulings won't impact Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — A federal appeals court panel ruled that medication abortions, in which women take pills to terminate a pregnancy,
can be provided in Texas during the coronavirus pandemic.
 
The ruling Monday from a three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals was among several developments in Republican-led
states where governors have sought to prohibit almost all abortions by classifying them as elective procedures that should be put off
during the virus outbreak.
 
Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott issued an executive order last month that bars non-essential medical procedures so that health
resources can go to treating coronavirus patients. Texas’ Republican attorney general has said that providing abortions other than for
an immediate medical emergency would violate the order.
 
But a three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said that medication abortions can go forward. In a concurrence, Judge
James L. Dennis wrote that Texas' move to ban medication abortions “is a strong indication that the enforcement is pretextual and does
not bear a ‘real or substantial relation’ to the public health crisis we are experiencing.”
 
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts said Tuesday that he didn't think federal rulings would have an impact on Nebraska's Directed Health
Measures.
 
"Our DHM, again, was applied in a uniform way to people with regard to all those elective surgeries regardless of what you're doing. If
you're doing an elective surgery for replacing a knew versus doing an abortion," said Ricketts.
 
The governor said those surgeries can only be done in critical situations.
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Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge on Wednesday asked the appeals court to lift a federal judge's order that allowed the state's
only surgical abortion clinic to continue performing the procedure.
 
The state last week ordered Little Rock Family Planning Services to not perform surgical abortions unless they were needed to protect
the life and health of the mother.
 
The state argued that the clinic violated a ban on elective surgeries during the coronavirus pandemic. Other states have used similar
orders to restrict abortions.
 
Monday, a 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel upheld a lower-court order that overturned an Oklahoma ban.
 
The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals also declined to hear an appeal by Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost seeking to reverse a judge’s
temporary restraining order allowing abortion facilities in the state to continue performing surgical abortions.
 
In Louisiana, an abortion provider in Shreveport filed a federal lawsuit to block any state attempts to ban abortions during the
pandemic. June Medical Group, which operates the Hope clinic, said abortions are still currently being done
 
The Shreveport clinic is at the center of a separate case currently at the Supreme Court over whether doctors who perform abortions
must have admitting privileges at a nearby hospital.
 
And in Tennessee, abortion providers filed an emergency motion in federal court seeking an order that would allow them to continue
providing surgical abortions.
 
Over the weekend, Texas abortion clinics asked the Supreme Court to step in to allow medication abortions.
 
Such an abortion involves taking one pill at a clinic, then taking a second pill 24 to 48 hours later, typically at home. Clinics have argued
that medication abortions do not require personal protective equipment like masks, gloves and gowns that might be needed for
coronavirus patients.
 
Texas permits medication abortions during the first 10 weeks of pregnancy.
 
“Now it’s time for Gov. Abbott to end his exploitation of this pandemic to ban all abortion access,” said Nancy Northup, president and
CEO of the Center for Reproductive Rights. "None of it is medically justified, all of it is unconstitutional, and women are being thrown
into a state of fear and uncertainty.”
 
Attorney General Ken Paxton's office didn't immediately respond to a request for comment Tuesday on the court's ruling.
 
Texas Alliance for Life issued a written statement calling on abortion providers to follow the original order to free up doctors and
supplies.
 
“The most recent order fails to recognize the danger abortion providers pose to the public by refusing to comply with Governor
Abbott’s executive order in the same way other providers of non-immediately medically necessary surgeries and procedures have
done,” said Texas Alliance for Life Executive Director Joe Pojman.
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14 senators ask Ricketts to broaden definition of essential workers
By JoAnne Young
 
Fourteen Nebraska state senators are calling on Gov. Pete Ricketts to shore up protections for state employees and other front-line
workers.
 
In a letter sent Thursday, the senators said they have heard concerns from  constituents working on the front lines of the COVID-19
response about their own health, safety, and stability.
 
They urged Ricketts to include grocery store, pharmacy and food production workers in the definition of front-line emergency service
providers. Those emergency workers could then qualify under the coronavirus relief bill and any future federal acts for certain
economic assistance and benefits, such as access to emergency child care, said Lincoln Sen. Kate Bolz.
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The letter also asked the governor to:
 
* Allow every state employee possible to work from home. Currently about 30% are working remotely.
 
* Allow services provided to the public, such as Department of Motor Vehicles, Department of Health and Human Services and
Department of Labor services to be provided over the phone or delayed until the crisis passes, and closing offices to face-to-face
interaction wherever possible to protect state employees.
 
* Issue a proclamation or guidance to businesses to promote proper social distancing, work-from-home policies, adopt additional health
and screening practices, expand personnel and leave provisions that encourage self-quarantine to contain spread.
 
Ricketts spoke to the letter in his daily briefing, saying he hasn't made a formal distinction in his recommendations of which essential
workers have to go to work versus everybody else.
 
Emergency workers can be designated for priority in virus testing and lodging programs, he said, but programs may be extended to
others down the road.
 
"I think we prioritized appropriately," he said.
 
The 14 senators are Sens. Dan Quick, Sue Crawford, Adam Morfeld, Rick Kolowski, Kate Bolz, Anna Wishart, Carol Blood, Robert
Hilkemann, Machaela Cavanaugh, Wendy DeBoer, Megan Hunt, Sara Howard, John McCollister and Matt Hansen.
 
TOP
 
 
NTV
State Senators calling on Gov. Ricketts to strengthen protections for workers
 
LINCOLN, Neb. - A bipartisan group of Nebraska State Senators are calling on Governor Pete Ricketts to strengthen protection for state
and public workers. The call was instigated by an uptick in concerns raised by constituents working on the front lines in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
 
The letter calls on Governor Ricketts to:
 


·         Immediately include grocery store workers, pharmacy workers, and food production workers in the state’s definition of front-
line emergency service providers.


·         Allow every state employee possible to work from home.
·         Allow services provided to the public, such as DMV, DHHS, and Labor services to be provided over the phone or delayed until


the crisis passes and closing local offices for face-to-face interaction wherever possible to protect state employees.
·         Issue a proclamation or guidance to businesses to promote proper social distancing, work from home policies, adopting


additional health and screening practices, expanding personnel and leave practices that encourage self-quarantine to contain
spread.


 
At the end of the letter the senators thanked the Governor for his and his team's hard work during the pandemic, asking them to
continue to help other workers in Nebraska “stay home, stay healthy, and stay connected.”
 
TOP
 
 
KNEB
Nebraska Joint Information Center Update for Thursday April 16, 2020
 
COVID-19 Case Updates
 
Nebraska         As of April 16 at noon, the current case numbers for Nebraska are:
 
952 positive tests —  11,3423    negative tests  —   21 deaths
 
Nebraska numbers include negative results from NPHL and commercial labs. Both state and local health departments are testing and
publicly reporting their cases. In the event of a discrepancy between DHHS cases and cases reported by local public health officials, data
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reported by the local health department should be considered the most up-to-date.
 
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) data dashboard provides daily updates to the state’s COVID-19 case
totals and is online at http://dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus
 
U.S.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website reports today:
 
605,390 cases  —  24,582 deaths
 
These statistics include both confirmed and presumptive positive cases of COVID-19. https://www.cdc.gov/covid19.
 
Globally    World Health Organization Situation Report as of April 15 at 3 a.m.,
 
1,914,916 cases  —  123,010 deaths
 
     Johns Hopkins University of Medicine COVID-19 Dashboard as of 1:34 p.m. April 15
 
2,034,020 cases  —   133,261 deaths
 
State of Nebraska Updates
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts’ Office https://governor.nebraska.gov/
 
At his 1 p.m. news conference today, Gov. Ricketts asked Nebraska Commissioner of Education, Matthew Blomstedt, to talk about some
educational issues that are currently being addressed.
 
One concern Blomstedt said schools are addressing is graduation ceremonies for high school seniors. Blomstedt said school cannot hold
ceremonies now, but may plan on a physical graduation ceremony scheduled for later in the summer.
 
Blomstedt said educators are also working on plans for how to open schools in the fall. He said they hope that by the middle of July they
will have enough data for more concrete planning.
 
John Chapo of the Lincoln Zoo announced they are now offering free virtual interactive tours to elementary school teachers across
Nebraska. Teachers can virtually bring up to 100 students to interact with the zookeeper to learn about animals and ask questions. Their
goal right now is 75 tours
 
REMINDER Businesses have been asked to respond to a Business Response Survey to share what is happening to them with the COVID-
19 pandemic at  https://bit.ly/NE-Biz-Survey-2020. (For more information on the survey, see the Department of Economic Development
portion of this news update below.)
 
REMINDER
 
Nebraska is on Day 7 of
 
21 Days to Stay Home and Stay Healthy — Six Rules to Keep Nebraska Healthy
 
Stay home. No non-essential errands and no social gatherings. Respect the 10-person limit.
Socially distance your work. Work from home or use the six-foot rule as much as possible in the workplace.
Shop alone and only shop once a week. Do not take family with you.
Help kids follow social distancing. Play at home. No group sports and no playgrounds.
Help seniors stay at home by shopping for them. Do not visit long-term care facilities.
Exercise daily at home or with an appropriately socially-distanced activity.
 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) COVID-19 Information | DHHS News Releases
 
Health care workers, EMS, law enforcement and corrections officers who are concerned about exposing loved ones to COVID-19
unintentionally because of the daily requirements of their job can request a room by calling (833) 220-0018. The phone line is staffed
from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. seven days a week. Messages left on the after-hours voicemail will be returned the following day. Turnaround time
for a site placement will not be immediate, but will be within 24 hours This program is for first responders, not the general public.
Lancaster County workers must coordinate directly with their employer.
 







DHHS Links and Information COVID-19 Information | DHHS News Releases
 
Nebraska COVID-19 Information Line: (402) 552-6645.  Hours: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. CST – every day.
State agencies are sharing information using the #NECOVID19 Hashtag
DHHS has produced COVID-19 announcements available in English and En Español. Directed Health Measures translated in Spanish and
Vietnamese are now available for Douglas, Cass, Sarpy and Lancaster counties.
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx#SectionLink1
Review the Health Alert Network (HAN) for recent information and guidelines for health care providers.
 
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency         https://nema.nebraska.gov/news
 
REMINDER NEMA has several Twitter lists you can follow by visiting https://twitter.com/NEMAtweets/lists. Consider Subscribing to the
Nebraska State Government List or to the Nebraska County and Regional Emergency Managers List.
 
REMINDER There is no essential staffing list maintained by the State of Nebraska for people who have jobs to perform. Individuals
leaving their homes in order to perform an activity or function for their jobs DO NOT need to carry or present any letter, identification
card or other paper proving that they are allowed to leave their home.
 
Attorney General’s Office
 
NEW Attorney General’s Office: Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson has alerted creditors, debt collectors, and financial
institutions that Nebraska law may exempt CARES Act stimulus checks from attachment, garnishment or execution for certain low-
income consumers. You may read more here.
 
Department of Administrative Services
 
A number of state agencies and private organizations have received inquiries from Nebraska manufacturers that have the capabilities to
provide needed medical equipment for hospitals and medical providers. The Nebraska Department of Administrative Services (DAS) has
partnered with the Nebraska Manufacturing Extension Partnership (NMEP) to help organize the manufacturers with these capabilities
and connect them with the medical community.
 
For manufacturers please visit https://go.unl.edu/criticalmanufacturing  to register your company and list the products your company is
able to produce in short deadlines. For people in the medical community that want to access these companies and order needed
supplies, please contact: Doug Carlson, Chief Procurement Officer for the State of Nebraska, doug.carlson@nebraska.gov, 402-471-
0972
 
Department of Agriculture (NDA) nda.nebraska.gov
 
NEW Farmers Markets: The Nebraska Department of Agriculture has created guidance for farmers markets to help keep vendors and
customers healthy and to slow the spread of COVID-19. All farmers market operators should first consult with their local health
department to ensure that the market is able to meet all local health department guidelines. Farmers market guidance and additional
information for agriculture producers can be found on NDA’s website at: www.nda.nebraska.gov/COVID-19.
 
NEW Face Coverings Needed for Grocery Store Employees: NDA also wants to thank the dedicated employees of grocery stores across
the state that are helping to move food to consumers. We are relaying a message from the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association that
says many grocery stores are having trouble finding face coverings for their employees and are currently seeking them for added
protection to their staff so they can stay healthy and keep serving customers. If you or someone you know are sewing face coverings,
we encourage you to call your local grocery store and see if they are in need.
 
Department of Banking and Finance
 
https://ndbf.nebraska.gov/about/covid-19-consumer-and-industry-guidance
 
The Nebraska Department of Banking and Finance extended the expiration dates of two orders previously issued to assist registrants
under the Securities Act of Nebraska, from April 30 to May 31, 2020.
 
https://ndbf.nebraska.gov/sites/ndbf.nebraska.gov/files/about/2632_001.pdf
 
The department has posted a link for citizens to check the status of their stimulus payment.
 
https://ndbf.nebraska.gov/sites/ndbf.nebraska.gov/files/about/Check%20status%20of%20your%20Economic%20Impact%20Payment.pdf







 
Department of Corrections corrections.nebraska.gov
 
NDCS has COVID-19 related information on its webpage at https://corrections.nebraska.gov/ndcs-coronavirus-health-update.
 
Department of Economic Development     https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/nded-covid19/
 
NEW Business owners or nonprofit leaders are being asked to fill out a survey to report on how COVID-19 has impacted their
organizations. The response will help the State of Nebraska, the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce, the University of Nebraska and other
partners understand the impact coronavirus has had on revenue and workforce—and find the best ways to support our business and
nonprofit community during this crisis. Make your voice heard at https://bit.ly/NE-Biz-Survey-2020.
 
The Nebraska Department of Economic Development, the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce, the University of Nebraska and other
business-related organizations are reaching out to Nebraska businesses to better understand the initial and potential future impact of
the coronavirus (COVID-19) on the revenue and workforce of business organizations.
 
The goal is to find the best ways to support the Nebraska business community. The Nebraska Business Development Center (NBDC) at
the University of Nebraska is working with Dr. Josie Schafer at UNO’s Center for Public Affairs Research (CPAR)—and in collaboration
with Dr. Eric Thompson at UNL, Dr. Dave Dearmont at the Nebraska Department of Economic Development and Pete Thompson at the
Omaha Chamber—to develop a survey for Nebraska businesses.  CPAR will capture the survey results and publish the statewide report.
The survey will be in both English and Spanish language versions.
 
Applies to non-profit leaders as well as business leaders
We want to understand challenges as we develop support strategies
Survey will help as we work to restore growth/plan for the future
The survey launched today at 2 pm and will run through Friday, April 24 at 5 p.m. (10 days total).
 
Department of Environment and Energy               http://dee.ne.gov
 
NEW NDEE has issued guidance for indoor and outdoor pools during the COVID-19 pandemic. The department recommends pools, spas
and spray parks carefully evaluate state and local Directed Health Measures, and close or delay opening until they are lifted.
 
Current Centers for Disease Control guidance states the novel Coronavirus is not spread in pool water if proper pool chemistry is
maintained; however, there is a concern for common areas and people being in close contact.
 
For more information, please refer to the memo on our COVID-19 page.
 
Department of Insurance
 
The Department of Insurance has completed a comprehensive telehealth survey of the primary health insurers selling major medical in
Nebraska.  The questions and responses from Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Bright Health, Medica, and United Health Care can be
found at https://doi.nebraska.gov/sites/doi.nebraska.gov/files/doc/TELEHEALTH%20QUESTIONS%20AND%20RESPONSES.pdf.
 
Department of Labor            NEworks.nebraska.gov and dol.nebraska.gov
 
UPDATE The Nebraska Department of Labor (NDOL) reports that during the three weeks ending April 4 there were 66,741 initial
unemployment claims filed. That compares with 41,727 claims filed during the entire 2019 calendar year.
 
Spreadsheets showing claims data are available here and are updated every Thursday. Initial claims are filed by individuals to request a
determination of eligibility for unemployment insurance benefits. NDOL processes initial unemployment insurance claims and, if an
individual meets eligibility criteria, benefits are paid for each week of continued unemployment. Unemployment Insurance data
includes information for initial and continued claimants. Data is updated weekly on Thursdays and is available online at:  I am
.https://neworks.nebraska.gov/gsipub/index.asp?docid=710
 
Any worker in a non-paid status due to COVID-19 may file a claim for unemployment insurance benefits. Unemployment claims in
Nebraska are filed online at NEworks.nebraska.gov. The NEworks mobile app is available to download for free. After filing a new initial
claim, applicants must certify their eligibility every week that they continue to be unemployed by logging into their NEworks account. 
These weekly certifications must be completed even while the new claim is still being processed.  Claim and payment status can also be
viewed by logging into the NEworks account.
 
The federal CARES Act created a temporary program that offers benefits to individuals not eligible for regular unemployment insurance







benefits including the self-employed, independent contractors, gig workers, and others (Pandemic Unemployment Assistance or PUA).
The act also increases the amount an individual on regular unemployment or PUA will receive by $600 for every week an individual is
unemployed. All individuals who qualify will receive $600 in additional benefits for each eligible week of unemployment, including prior
weeks. Workers who have been affected by the pandemic should file a claim for unemployment. NDOL will automatically review every
claim that comes in for eligibility under the CARES Act.
 
Department of Motor Vehicles        DMV news releases
 
Department of Natural Resources To support National Flood Insurance Program policyholders amid the COVID-19 pandemic, FEMA is
extending its 30-day grace period for policy renewals up to 120 days. This is effective for National Flood Insurance Program policies with
an expiration date between February 13 – June 15, 2020.
 
For more information, visit the FEMA website https://nfipservices.floodsmart.gov/
 
FEMA also has some guidance on flood insurance claims during this time.  It allows for the claims to be adjusted remotely without an
adjustor visiting the property.
 
Our agency also continues to ensure that critical water related information remains available (see https://dnr.nebraska.gov/. It is being
updated continuously, including real-time streamgaging information.
 
Department of Revenue
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, as the Nebraska Department of Revenue provides guidance, direction, or pertinent public information
such items may be found here. The most current information will be posted to the department’s website under “Featured Information”.
Taxpayer Assistance is also available online and by phone, and contact information may be found here.
 
Lottery   https://nelottery.com/homeapp/article/4220/display
 
Nebraska Lottery players with prizes up to $19,999 are encouraged to claim by mail. Instructions for claiming prizes by mail can be
found at https://nelottery.com/homeapp/article/4220/display Regional Lottery Claim Centers in Grand Island, Norfolk, North Platte, and
Scottsbluff are closed to the public, but Nebraska Lottery headquarters in Lincoln and the Omaha Claim Center are open. Call 402-471-
6100 to confirm office hours before claiming a prize in person at these locations.
 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs
 
NEW A teammate at the Western Nebraska Veterans’ Home (WNVH) in Scottsbluff has tested positive for COVID-19. Further testing is
being conducted in coordination with Panhandle Public Health District (PPHD).
 
Teammates at all four veterans’ homes have been completing screenings and having temperatures taken to check for COVID-19
symptoms upon entry of the facilities. When the WNVH teammate indicated possible exposure to COVID-19 they were directed to self-
isolate at home and PPHD was contacted to complete testing. WNVH is continuing to work with PPHD to screen and test any
teammates and members who may have previously come into contact with the teammate who tested positive.
 
Protecting the health and safety of the members of the four state veterans’ homes, as well as the teammates who serve them is a top
priority for NDVA. The NDVA COVID-19 task force has been coordinating efforts in all four veterans’ homes to limit the chances of
contact with the coronavirus. Starting March 11, entry to the facilities was limited to NDVA teammates and medical professionals, who
are required to complete a screening upon entry. A “virtual visitor” system has been put in place to keep families connected while
access for in-person visits is limited. All non-essential travel outside the facility was postponed and communal dining has been
discontinued.
 
NEW Testing of members and teammates at the Central Nebraska Veterans’ Home (CNVH) has revealed two more cases of COVID-19.
Both of the individuals who tested positive were teammates working in the facility. They are self-isolating at home, and the facility is
continuing to follow strict infection control guidelines.
 
A member at CNVH first tested positive for COVID-19 on April 10. The facility worked with Two Rivers Public Health Department to
complete testing of all teammates and members who may have come into contact with that member. No additional members tested
positive. These are the only positive teammate cases to date.
 
“Knowing how easily this virus spreads, the results of this testing shows the effectiveness of the precautions we’ve put in place at the
facility,” said Facility Administrator Alex Willford. “I want to thank our entire team for their dedication and the work they’re doing to
care for and protect our members, and wish a speedy recovery to our teammates healing at home. We’re in this together and we will







get through it together.”
 
Game and Parks Commission http://outdoornebraska.gov/healthinfo/
 
http://magazine.outdoornebraska.gov/2020/04/a-fun-challenge-for-you-camp-at-home-nebraska/
 
In a proactive effort to stop the spread of COVID-19, the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is prohibiting overnight camping at
state parks, state recreation areas and wildlife management areas through Friday, May 8 and state park area lodging and cabins are
closed through May 8 as well.
 
What’s a camping enthusiast supposed to do? How about … getting away in your own backyard?
 
“Nebraska Game and Parks Commission knows that camping is one of many people’s favorite activities, and we want to encourage you
to create memories with your family during this time by doing some of your favorite things at home,” said Parks Division Administrator
Jim Swenson.
 
Until conditions allow for overnight camping at its state park and recreation areas, the commission is encouraging people to pack up
and pitch a tent at home as part of a new campaign: Camp At Home, Nebraska.
 
Those who participate can share photos of their “at-home” adventures by using the hashtag #CampAtHomeNE in their social post, or by
sending photos via direct message to the Game and Parks Facebook page. Those who send a direct message with a photo, their name
and address will be automatically entered into a drawing for prizes, including miniature camp lanterns and a grand prize two-night
camping stay at one of our state parks after the threat of COVID-19 has diminished.
 
“We hope by camping at home, people can continue to foster their love of the outdoors while having a bit of fun during these stressful
times,” Swenson said.
 
To help inspire, Game and Parks shares its top 10 tips for creating #CampAtHomeNE memories:
 
Get everyone in your household involved in the planning and work together to design your ideal camp-at-home experience.
Pitch your tent or make your own out of materials around the house wherever you have space — even if that means your living room.
Gather around the campfire, built in an appropriate and safe location, such as a fire pit, fire ring, or even a clay flowerpot or metal
bucket. Don’t have a safe place? Skip it!
Focus on food. Roast hotdogs or tinfoil dinners. Whip out your cast-iron skillet or Dutch oven and make one-pot campfire meals. Or put
all your energy into s’mores. The microwave, oven, barbecue grill and camp stove are all acceptable alternatives to cooking outdoors.
Invent “camping” games using everyday household items.
Go on a backyard scavenger hunt tailored to your interests. Moonlit scavenger hunts can add to the fun.
Make your backyard a movie theater. Project a movie onto a white sheet or side of the house, or just huddle behind a tablet or other
electronic device for a quaint viewing experience.
Practice outdoors skills. Make a slingshot out of stick and rubber band, build a birdhouse, or practice casting.
Fix gear. Replace fishing line on reels, patch holes in tents, or season cast-iron cookware.
Light up the yard. Play hide-and-go seek while wearing glow sticks, or make your own camp lantern using an empty peanut butter jar
and a battery operated candle.
“The important part is making the adventure your own, Swenson said. “We’ve given you some ideas to get started and hope you share
your adventures with us to inspire others.”
 
For more ideas, visit OutdoorNebraska.org/CampAtHomeNE.
 
For a list of all Game and Parks cancellations, postponements and closures, go to: OutdoorNebraska.org/healthinfo. For more detailed
information about how coronavirus cancellations may affect customers, check the Frequently Asked Questions page at
OutdoorNebraska.gov/covid19faqs or use the Contact Us form at OutdoorNebraska.gov/contact. Past news release are available online:
http://magazine.outdoornebraska.gov/category/news/
 
Military Department
 
NEW A total of 228 Nebraska National Guard Soldiers and Airmen are supporting COVID-19 response efforts in Nebraska.
 
Three mobile testing teams continue to provide support to local health districts. As of Wednesday, they have collected 1,468 test
samples in 8 counties across the state in support of local health districts.
 
Teams are prepared to provide staff support for alternate housing (dorms) on UNO, UNL, UNK campuses.







 
Distribution of PPE from Lincoln to health districts is ongoing.
 
The Nebraska National Guard continues to provide logistical and planning support to our local, state and federal partners.
 
National Guard personnel supporting COVID-19 response are receiving health checks themselves at least twice daily.
 
The Nebraska National Guard will be updating this album with photos throughout the COVID-19 response
 
Nebraska Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (NCDHH)
 
NCDHH has the following VLOGs online relating to COVID-19:
 
COVID-19: Educational Resources & Communication Access NCDHH Executive Director John Wyvill discusses the importance of ensuring
you and your child are prepared and receiving education information during transition to remote-learning.
 
COVID-19: Deaf and Hard of Hearing Organizations Stress Importance of Communication Access NCDHH Behavioral Health Coordinator
Carly Weyers provides information on how to best keep informed with full communication access on announcements related to COVID-
19.
 
COVID-19: NCDHH Offices and Social Distancing Information regarding preventative measures to keep you and the NCDHH team healthy
featuring Behavioral Health Coordinator, Carly Weyers.
 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal’s Office
 
NEW The Nebraska State Fire Marshal has developed an electronic burn permit that can be used by fire chiefs across the state
beginning today. It allows fire departments to review, approve and issue burn permits without having to meet in-person with those who
are requesting them, thus promoting social distancing and reducing the risk of COVID-19 transmission to the firefighting community.
 
To obtain a PDF copy of the electronic burn permit, or to find out more, a fire chief can contact Assistant State Fire Marshal Doug
Hohbein by email at doug.hohbein@nebraska.gov and request one. Requirements for the proper issuance and use of the permit are
included on page 2 of the permit.
 
The issuance and use of electronic burn permits will terminate 30 days after the COVID-19 declared State of Emergency has been
withdrawn.”
 
Nebraska State Patrol
 
NEW The Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) has partnered with two Lincoln businesses to develop a product that could save thousands of
pieces of personal protective equipment. The product will allow NSP troopers and investigators to use gas masks with reusable filters
rather than N95 masks at crime scenes.
 
Every NSP trooper and investigator has a gas mask, but filters for the current gas masks are in short supply during the COVID-19
pandemic. In searching for a solution, NSP personnel located several hundred filters, which were made to fit a different design of gas
mask, which was previously used by NSP. However, those filters did not fit the current gas masks.
 
Working with Lincoln businesses Kawasaki Motors and IntoMetal, an adapter has been produced that allows current gas masks to work
with the different model of filter. Kawasaki was able to perfect a design for the adapter and IntoMetal was able to quickly produce the
adapter using a 3D printer. The adapters are already being distributed for use throughout the state.
 
“This is tremendous work by our team and personnel from Kawasaki and IntoMetal,” said Colonel Bolduc. “This project has the potential
to save thousands of pieces of PPE, such as N95 masks and face shields. By reducing our need for those valuable resources, hopefully
the limited supplies can be diverted to medical workers and others working on the front lines against COVID-19.”
 
This project is intended for the masks to be used at crime scenes or during investigations. Troopers will not be wearing gas masks during
regular patrols or on traffic stops.
 
NSP is also eager to share this design with any other law enforcement entities throughout the country that could potentially benefit
from combining the MSA Millennium gas mask with the MSA 3-lug bayonet filter cartridges designed for the MSA Advantage 1000
mask. Any agency that would like to receive design specifications can find the design at the NSP website.
 







Nebraska State Treasurer’s Office
 
Due to the COVID-19 health crisis, the Unclaimed Property Division offices are closed to the public. Treasurer’s Office staff are available
by phone at 402-471-8497 or 877-572-9688 and will continue to process claims mailed into the Lincoln office or filed online.
 
Office of the Chief Information Officer Website
 
Updated Malicious cyber threat actors are capitalizing on the global attention surrounding COVID-19 to facilitate scams, distribute
malware, and send phishing emails. We ask all Nebraskans to practice the following safe security habits online:
 
Exercise caution in handling any email with a COVID-19-related subject line, attachment or hyperlink, and be wary of social media pleas,
texts or calls related to COVID-19. Tips for Avoiding Social Engineering and Phishing Attacks: https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas/tips/ST04-
014
Avoid clicking on links in unsolicited emails and be wary of email attachments. Tips for Using Caution with Email Attachments:
https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas/tips/ST04-010
Use trusted sources—such as legitimate, government websites—for up-to-date, fact-based information about COVID-19.
Look at the email address, not just the sender. A genuine email from a legitimate organization would have the organization’s name in
the domain name, indicating that it is coming from someone at the organization.
Do not reveal personal or financial information in an email, and do not respond to email solicitations for this information.
Verify a charity’s authenticity before making donations.
Look for obvious grammatical errors and be wary of any emails that have implied consequences for failure to comply with demands.
 
Communications platforms guidance for individuals and organizations
 
Due to COVID-19, an increasing number of individuals and organizations are turning to communications platforms—such as Webex,
Zoom and Microsoft Teams— for online meetings. In turn, malicious cyber actors are hijacking online meetings that are not secured
with passwords or that use unpatched software.
 
Tips for defending against online meeting hijacking
 
Do not make meetings public. Instead, require a meeting password or use the waiting room feature and control the admittance of
guests.
Do not share a link to a meeting on an unrestricted publicly available social media post. Provide the link directly to specific people.
Manage screen sharing options. Change screen sharing to “Host Only.”
Ensure users are using the updated version of remote access/meeting applications.
Ensure telework policies address requirements for physical and information security.
For more information visit: https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas/alerts/aa20-099a
 
Public Service Commission
 
UPDATED April 12-18 is National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. The Nebraska Public Service Commission encourages
everyone to take time to honor our 911 dispatchers and telecommunicators for everyone thing they do for our citizens and first
responders.
 
The PSC State 911 Department is also sharing COVID-19 guidance for Nebraska Public Service Answering Points (PSAPs) on our State 911
Department webpage @ http://tiny.cc/PSAPCOVID19Guidance
 
Secretary of State’s Office
 
NEW Reminder to voters that May 1 is the last day to send in your mail-in ballot request form.
 
To date, County Clerks/Election Commissioners have received 271,449 ballot requests.
 
In 2016, a Presidential Election year, statewide votes totaled 313,000
 
NEW Poll workers are needed for the Nebraska 2020 Primary Election, May 12. Contact your County Clerk/Election Commissioner to
become a poll worker https://bit.ly/3eoOl9j
 
State Partner Updates
 
American Red Cross







 
In coordination with the FDA, the Red Cross, along with blood industry partners, is seeking people who are fully recovered from the new
coronavirus to sign up to donate plasma to help current COVID-19 patients. People who have fully recovered from COVID-19 have
antibodies in their plasma that can attack the virus. This convalescent plasma is being evaluated as treatment for patients with serious
or immediately life-threatening COVID-19 infections, or those judged by a healthcare provider to be at high risk of progression to severe
or life-threatening disease. To learn more, visit RedCrossBlood.org/plasma4covid.
 
Medical Reserve Corps and Community Emergency Response Teams
 
The Medical Reserve Corps is working with DHHS to help meet staff shortages in long-care facilities. The Eastern Nebraska MRC has
been active in providing behavioral health services for Three Rivers, Douglas County and Sarpy County Health Departments; and is
helping Three Rivers with contact tracing.
 
Hall County Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT) has been called upon to help with Strategic National Stockpile Hubs. This is
a role that they have been training and exercising for the past few years. The Hall County Teams have also been solicited for help
assisting the county election commissioner, who is losing all regular poll workers due to concerns over COVID-19.
 
Central Nebraska MRC has also been involved with the distribution of personal protective equipment (PPE) from the Strategic National
Stockpile throughout the Central Nebraska Area.
 
All MRCs and CERT teams remain at the ready throughout the state and are working with their local partners to better respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic in Nebraska.
 
Natural Resources Districts (NRDs):
 
On Arbor Day weekend (April 24-26), Nebraskans will participate in the statewide Nebraska Tree-A-Thon to celebrate
#ArborDayAtHome by planting and celebrating trees. Communities are collaborating with a coalition including Beyond School Bells and
afterschool providers, the Arbor Day Foundation, Natural Resources Districts, Audubon Nebraska, Nebraska Forest Service, Nebraska
Department of Education and the University of Nebraska. Whether it is planting trees, going on a nature walk, making birdhouses or
posting a tree selfie, Nebraska’s youth and their families are encouraged to join the Tree-A-Thon this year to collectively share in the
importance of trees. Please join the Tree-A-Thon by posting a picture of your family planting and/or celebrating trees with hashtags:
#netreeathon, #treeselfie and #arbordayathome.
 
NRD employees doing field work (checking well levels, testing water and soil, tree planting, etc.) are considered essential workers.
Landowners and the public should allow them to do their work uninterrupted.
 
Want to visit an NRD recreation area? Check for closures and access limitations by visiting: www.nrdnet.org/recreation.
 
University of Nebraska Medical Center  | Nebraska Medicine
 
UNMC experts answer questions about COVID-19 https://www.unmc.edu/coronavirus/media.html
 
Ali Khan, M.D., M.P.H., dean of the University of Nebraska Medical Center College of Public Health, will discuss coronavirus (COVID-19)
on April 21 at 10 a.m. as part of the Omaha Science Café series.
 
To continue social distancing this Science Café will be offered via Facebook Live which can be viewed at:
https://www.facebook.com/ScienceCafeNE/
 
Dr. Khan’s professional career has focused on health security, global health and emerging infectious diseases. He completed a 23-year
career as a senior director at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which he joined as a disease detective, and where
he led and responded to numerous high-profile domestic and international public health emergencies. Dr. Khan also is a former
assistant surgeon general with the U.S. Public Health Service.
 
UNMC has COVID-19 Resources on its website. Nebraska Medicine UNMC have led the world in treatment, training and quarantine
methods for highly infectious diseases since caring for patients during the 2014 Ebola outbreak.
 
Federal Partner Updates
 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention The CDC provides guidance on daily life and coping during
 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) COVID-19 Federal Rural Resource Guide







 
The guide organizes funding opportunities identified in the CARES Act and other federal resources that can support rural America. For
more information on the immediate actions USDA is taking to respond to COVID-19, visit usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)/Center for Disease Control (CDC)
 
Find answers about COVID-19 here: https://faq.coronavirus.gov/
 
National Institutes of Health https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus
 
NIH is a part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. It is the nation’s medical research agency and makes discoveries
that improve health and save lives.
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
 
COVID-19 Pandemic Eligible Emergency Protective Measures Fact Sheet
 
For general information related to the federal response efforts, visit www.fema.gov
 
For rumor control, go to www.fema.gov/Coronavirus-Rumor-Control
 
For information on How to Help
 
Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) https://www.bop.gov/coronavirus/index.jsp
 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
 
The IRS has established a special section focused on steps to help taxpayers, businesses and others affected by the coronavirus. Find
more info here: https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus-tax-relief-and-economic-impact-payments
 
U.S. Department of Treasury has information for those who need financial relief at Your Money and Coronavirus: Resources for
Financial Relief. In addition, check out the department’s information on Assistance for Small Businesses.
 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
 
Get answers to VA related questions about the coronavirus: https://www.va.gov/coronavirus-veteran-frequently-asked-questions/
 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has information on Food Safety and COVID_19
 
The FDA is working with U.S. Government partners to address the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak. Find more
information here: https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-emerging-threats/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19
 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
 
SBA launched a $349 billion emergency loan program last week entitled Paycheck Protection Program, as part of the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES). Visit www.SBA.gov/Coronavirus for information about protecting your business, employees
and customers. SBA issued guidance clarifying that all faith-based organizations impacted by COVID-19 are eligible to participate in the
Paycheck Protection Program and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program, without restrictions based on their religious identity or
activities, to the extent, they meet the eligibility criteria.
 
Other Resources
 
Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University has a COVID-19 map with case information from around
the world. It can be found at https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html as part of the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center website.
The site also includes News & Information, a Data Center, Covid-19 Basics and Videos & Live Events.
 
Mayo Clinic has information about COVID-19 and a COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool on its website.
 
World Health Organization (WHO) information on COVID-19 Pandemic information includes Public Advice a Q&A, Situation Reports and
Myth Busters and more.
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Lee,
 
Thanks so much for your support and relevant remarks sir! 
 
Austin, please send the attachment out to our members.
 
Thanks!
 
Tony
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Wm. Lee Merritt <wmerritt@bridgepointib.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 2, 2021 6:57 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Discussed ATRI Report
 
            Tony,
            I had a great time at your Economic Update at the lounge last night.  Thank you for
hosting this event and for including me therein.
            As mentioned during our discussion, attached please find the recent ATRI Report
relating to Owner/Operators and Independent Contractors in the Trucking Industry.  I thought
the Report was fascinating both as it relates to the specific topic and also for the information
on what employees or independent contractors feel is important to THEM.
            I really believe that retention efforts need to focus on THEM and less on the Company,
but that is likely just a personal opinion.
            Thank you for all of the work you do for Nebraska.


Have a great day.
            Lee


 
Wm. “Lee” Merritt
Managing Director
General Counsel
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INTRODUCTION 
 
For decades, the trucking industry has relied on owner-operators (OO) and independent 
contractors (IC) to transport goods across the U.S.  The utilization of OO/IC offers a solution to 
the fluctuating demand for freight transportation and provides an opportunity for drivers to have 
autonomy over the services they offer.  In recent years, new legislation pertaining to 
employment status classification has been introduced in various states which threatens the 
eligibility of drivers to work as OO/IC.  Based on these legislative actions, it is important to 
understand the role of OO/IC in the supply chain. 
 
In response to the prospect of new laws that govern the classification of OO/IC and their 
employment status, the American Transportation Research Institute (ATRI) Research Advisory 
Committee (RAC) prioritized a study that examines the role of OO/IC in the supply chain and 
identifies potential impacts should these laws be enacted and expanded.1 
 
This ATRI research seeks to better understand the existing role of OO/IC in the supply chain 
and the impact that labor classification laws could ostensibly have on drivers.  To achieve this 
objective, this research identifies the underlying motivations and concerns relating to driver 
classifications, in addition to providing background on the legal landscape that is redefining the 
eligibility standards for OO/IC.  A key research task was a truck driver survey that identified 
motivating factors that lead drivers to become OO/ICs and how they perceive reclassification 
efforts.  This, in turn, allowed the research to quantify the potential impacts that might result 
from reclassification efforts.   
 
BACKGROUND  
 
History of Employment Regulations 
 
The federal landscape surrounding work regulations in the United States can be traced back to 
two New Deal era acts: the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) of 1935 and the Fair Labor 
Standards Act (FLSA) of 1938.2  These two acts worked in conjunction to establish regulations 
related to unions, minimum wages, and child labor.  Most importantly, the NLRA established the 
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB), which was meant to determine the nature and scope of 
the NLRA.  
 
The NLRA, in its original form, did not define many key terms; most notably, the term 
“employee” was never defined.3  Furthermore, independent contractors were not expressly 
excluded from the NLRA.  Later, the NLRB decided that, because independent workers were 
not employees, they would not be protected in a similar manner to employees.  This lack of a 
stringent definition of employee, as well as the exclusion of independent contractors, led to 
further amendments to the NLRA and from Supreme Court rulings. 
 
The Supreme Court attempted to fill the gaps left by the NLRA and NLRB through United States 
v Silk.  In this case, coal miners were found to be employees of a mining company, despite only 



                                                           
1 ATRI’s Research Advisory Committee is comprised of industry stakeholders representing motor carriers, trucking 
industry suppliers, federal government agencies, labor and driver groups, law enforcement, and academia. The RAC 
is charged with annually recommending a research agenda for the institute.  
2 “A Brief History of Independent Contractor Classification”. Bunker. Available online: 
https://vault.buildbunker.com/2019/01/11/independent-contractor-history/ 
3 Motomura, Hishi.  “Employees and Independent Contractors under the National Labor Relations Act”. Industrial 
Relations Law Journal. 1977. Available online: http://www.jstor.com/stable/24049472  
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working occasionally and supplying some of their own tools.  As the miners were integral to the 
mining company, they were therefore employees.4  This case confirmed the validity of what 
would come to be known as the “economic reality test.”  
 
In 1947, Congress passed an amendment to the NLRA known as the Taft-Hartley Act, meant to 
undermine striking employees by more stringently defining who was considered an “employee.”5  
However, this act failed at properly defining employees as the NLRB stated different definitions 
of employees in different states, further leading to confusion on who was considered an 
employee.  These issues led to the creation of multiple legal tests to determine the nature of the 
relationship between employer and worker.  
 
Tests were generated through common law principles to attempt to create a stringent definition 
of employee, and no singular legal test is used at the federal level to determine the nature of the 
employer-worker relationship.  One test focuses predominately on the nature of an employer’s 
control over the worker, known as the “Right-of-Control” test.6  If the employer has control over 
both how the work is done and the outcomes of the work, the worker is defined as an 
employee.7  If a worker does not meet these requirements, they may be classified as an 
independent contractor, which meant that many of the reforms promulgated by the NLRB were 
not applicable.  This created a profit incentive for firms to classify employees as independent 
contractors, and as a result, the Internal Review Service (IRS) began to aggressively enforce 
worker classification and continued to do so throughout the 20th Century.  
 
Enforcement of classification of independent contractors began to escalate, and in turn, criticism 
of the IRS increased as well.8  In response to this criticism, the Revenue Act of 1978 was 
passed.  One of the more impactful sections of the Revenue Act of 1978 was Section 530.  The 
purpose of Section 530 was to protect firms against retroactive reclassification of independent 
contractors to employees by the IRS, protecting them from legal repercussions of misclassified 
workers.  
 
Section 530 contains three particular qualifications for when a worker can be considered an 
independent contractor: consistent treatment of workers in question, as well as similarly situated 
workers, as independent contractors; the completion of Form 1099 for all claimed independent 
contractors; and a reasonable basis for classifying these workers as independent contractors.9   
 
These classifications have since been updated, most notably in Section 1706 of the Tax Reform 
Act of 1986 and Section 1122 of the Small Business Protection Act of 1996.10  The Small 
Business Protection Act emphasizes three criteria important for identifying independent 
contractors: behavioral control; financial control; and relationship of the parties.  At the national 
level, bills have attempted to render Section 530 obsolete, but none have been made into law.  



                                                           
4 Wood, Robert W. “Independent Contractors”. 
5 Rivlin-Nader, Max. “Freelancing and Labor Law: A Short History”. The Freelancer.  
https://contently.net/2016/01/26/resources/tools/legal/freelancing-labor-law-short-history/ 
6 Motomura, Hishi.  “Employees and Independent Contractors under the National Labor Relations Act.” Industrial 
Relations Law Journal. 1977. Available online: http://www.jstor.com/stable/24049472  
7 “Section 530: Its History and Application in Light of the Federal Definition of the Employer-Employee Relationship 
for Federal Tax Purposes”.  National Association of Tax Reporting and Professional Management. Feb. 28, 2009.  
Available online: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/irpac-br_530_relief_-_appendix_natrm_paper_09032009.pdf  
8 Ibid.  
9 Ibid. 
10 “Worker Reclassification – Section 530 Relief”. Internal Revenue Service. Available online: 
https://www.irs.gov/government-entities/worker-reclassification-section-530-relief  
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Utilizing the categories identified in the Small Business Protection Act, trucking has a long 
history of employing independent contractors.  As most companies who hire owner-operators 
and independent contractors only direct the end goal, the drivers themselves fall under the 
OO/IC designation.  However, if a trucking firm were to provide on-the-job training and financial 
direction, their drivers may be considered employees. 
 
The classification of OO/IC at the federal level has been mired in controversy and lack of clarity.  
This lack of clarity has created an employment landscape where the classification of workers is 
dynamic, and was most recently brought to light in the Supreme Court case, Dynamex 
Operations West, Inc. v. Superior Court, hereafter referred to as “Dynamex.”  
 
Dynamex Operations West, Inc., V. The Superior Court of Los Angeles County11  
 
This case has fundamentally shifted the conversation around ICs and paved the way for AB 5, a 
California Assembly Bill that extends employee classification status to gig workers.12  Dynamex 
is a nationwide same-day courier and delivery service that operates a number of business 
centers in California.  In 2004, Dynamex converted all of its drivers to ICs.  
 
In April of 2005, a former independent contractor, who left Dynamex three months prior, filed a 
lawsuit against Dynamex that alleged misclassification of its drivers as ICs.  The complaint 
alleged five causes of action arising from Dynamex’s misclassification of employees – two 
counts of unfair and unlawful business practices and three counts of Labor Code violations 
based on failure to pay overtime compensation, itemize wage statements, and compensate 
drivers for business expenses.  The legal foundation for these violations rested on the 
contention that Dynamex misclassified employee status; therefore, the standard test that is 
applied when determining whether a worker should be considered an employee or an 
independent contract is relevant to the legal claim of this case. 
 
The trial court agreed with the plaintiff’s position, redefining the employment relationship under a 
claim of unpaid wages based off of the California Industrial Welfare Commission’s (IWC) 
definition.  The Court’s decision has led to the current controversy over the use of OO/ICs in 
California. 
 
California Assembly Bill 5  
 
As a result of the ruling in the Dynamex case, new legislation was introduced to establish if a 
worker is an independent contractor.  Assembly Bill No. 5, commonly referred to as AB 5 or the 
“gig worker bill,” was signed into law by the California Governor in September of 2019, and went 
into effect in January of 2020.13  As stated in the bill, AB 5 “creates a presumption that a worker 
who performs services for a hirer is an employee for purposes of claims for wages and 
benefits...”14  With a few exceptions, the bill limits when workers can be considered ICs and will 



                                                           
11 SCOCAL, Dynamex Operations West, Inc. v. Superior Court, S222732 available at: 
(https://scocal.stanford.edu/opinion/dynamex-operations-west-inc-v-superior-court-34584). 
12 A “gig worker” is an independent contractor who typically does short-term work for multiple clients.  For more 



information, see:  https://www.uschamber.com/co/run/human-resources/what-is-a-gig-worker   
13 September 30, 2019. “What is California’s New AB5 Law, and How Will it Affect Employees & Employers Within the 
Gig Economy?” Dordulian Law Group. https://www.dlawgroup.com/what-is-california-ab5-law/ 
14 California Legislative Information. (September 19, 2019). “AB 5 Worker Status: Employees and Independent 
Contractors.” https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB5. 
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require companies that hire workers as ICs to reclassify them as employees if they do not pass 
an “ABC test.” 15,16 
 
The burden of proof for classifying a worker as an independent contractor is placed on the hiring 
entity.17  The California law provides a new three-part test, commonly known as the ABC test to 
determine if a worker is an employee or independent contractor.18  The worker must comply with 
all three components of the ABC test to be classified as an independent contractor.  The 
components of the ABC test are as follows:19 
 



a) The worker is free from the control and direction of the hiring entity in connection with 



the performance of the work, both under the contract for the performance of the work 



and in fact. 



b) The worker performs work that is outside the usual course of the hiring entity's business. 



c) The worker is customarily engaged in an independently established trade, occupation, or 



business of the same nature as the work performed. 



The legislature’s decision to create AB 5 was founded on the premise that “the misclassification 
of workers as ICs has been a significant factor in the erosion of the middle class and the rise of 
income inequality.”  The bill also notes a number of additional factors, including “harm to 
misclassified workers … unfairness to employers …, and the loss to the state of needed 
revenue.”20   
 
Despite the stated intentions for passing the bill, a number of industries have contested AB 5 
due to its restrictions on the use of OO/ICs.  Professions that have been impacted include truck 
drivers, journalists, translators, and event planners.21  
 
Two rideshare service companies, Uber and Lyft, were particularly active in lobbying against the 
bill, but were denied exemptions.  Ultimately, Proposition 22 was approved by California voters 
in November 2020 to allow rideshare companies like Uber and Lyft to classify drivers as 
independent contractors. 22  Earlier in 2020, AB 2257 was signed into law which increased to 
roughly 75 professions or types of businesses that are exempt from the independent contracting 



                                                           
15 Schulz, John. (February 6, 2020). “Trucking Companies Breathing Sigh of Relief After Calif. Judge Issues 
Injunction on AB5.” Logistics Management. 
https://www.logisticsmgmt.com/article/trucking_companies_breathing_sigh_of_relief_after_calif._judge_issues_injun 
16 Carosa, Chris. (February 27, 2020). “Will California’s AB5 Law Gag Your Gig Retirement?” Forbes. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chriscarosa/2020/02/27/will-californias-ab5-law-gag-your-gig-
retirement/#3b542db06518 
17 Dordulian Law Group “What is California’s New AB5 Law, and How Will it Affect Employees & Employers Within 
the Gig Economy?” September 30, 2019. https://www.dlawgroup.com/what-is-california-ab5-law/ 
18 California Legislative Information. Ibid.  
19 Murray, Jean. (September 20, 2019). “What is the ABC Test for Independent Contractors: The Dynamex Case and 
Independent Contractor Status.” https://www.thebalancesmb.com/what-is-the-abc-test-for-independent-contractors-
4586615#:~:text=The%20ABC%20test%20is%20a,determine%20the%20status%20of%20workers. 
20 California Legislative Information. Ibid. 
21 Anderson, Karen. (January 24, 2020). “Another Voice: Assembly Bill 5 Harms Hundreds of Industries and 
Professions.” Sacramento Business Journal. https://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2020/01/24/another-
voice-assembly-bill-5-harms-hundreds-of.html 
22 Although they are not considered employees, the new law requires that specific labor and wage policies be put in 



place for app-based drivers.  However, the law has been ruled unconstitutional with the ruling being appealed. 
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test set out in AB 5, meaning employers are able to use the common law Borello test instead of 
the more restrictive ABC test to assess whether the workers are independent contractors.23 
 
California Trucking Association, Et Al., V. Attorney General Xavier Becerra, Et Al. 
 
The California Trucking Association (CTA) filed a lawsuit challenging AB 5 in the U.S. Southern 
District Court.  In January 2020, the District Court ruled in favor of CTA and issued a preliminary 
injunction which blocked the state from enforcing AB 5 against motor carriers. 24  CTA’s primary 
argument relied on the Federal Aviation Administration Authorization Act (FAAAA) preemption, 
which prohibits states from enforcing laws “related to a price, route, or service of any motor 
carrier.”  The judge determined the state “encroached on Congress’ territory by eliminating 
motor carriers’ choice to use independent contractor drivers, a choice at the very heart of 
interstate trucking.” 
 
In April 2021, a three-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals voted 2-1 to reverse the 
granting of the preliminary injunction.  The panel ruled that “because AB 5 is a generally 
applicable labor law that affects a motor carrier’s relationship with its workforce and does not 
bind, compel, or otherwise freeze into place the prices, routes, or services of motor carriers, it is 
not preempted by the FAAAA.”25  The court denied a request for a rehearing in June, then 
granted a stay to keep trucking’s injunction in place until the case plays out in the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 
 
In August 2021, CTA filed a petition for a writ of certiorari before the United States Supreme 
Court.  If the Supreme Court chooses to hear the case, the injunction will be stayed until the 
case is decided.  If the Supreme Court declines to hear the case, the injunction will be lifted. 
 
Activities in Other States 
 
As noted earlier, although the ABC test is not currently used to determine employee status for 
purposes of federal labor and employment laws, legislation that would adopt the test for the 
NLRA has been introduced in Congress.26  In addition, 20 states and the District of Columbia 
use some type of ABC test for purposes of a state’s unemployment compensation program; a 
state’s wage and hour or other employment laws; and/or a specific industry’s employment 
standards (e.g., the construction industry).  Variations of the test are found among states not 
only in terms of its application but also in how various elements are defined.   
 
While AB 5 applies only to California workers and businesses, the state is a barometer for 
legislative actions.27  Other states, including Washington, New Jersey, and New York, have 
proposed similar laws using AB 5 as an example.  Given the legal uncertainty surrounding the 



                                                           
23 Rubin, Jennifer B., AB 5 “2.0” - California Tweaks its Independent Contractor Ban, Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.  https://www.mintz.com/insights-center/viewpoints/2226/2020-09-08-ab-5-20-california-
tweaks-its-independent-contractor-ban  
24 United States District Court Southern District Of California. Order Granting Preliminary Injunction. California 
Trucking Association, Et Al., Plaintiffs, V. Attorney General Xavier Becerra, Et Al., Case No.: 3:18-Cv-02458-Ben-Blm 
(January 16, 2020). 
25 United States Court Of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. California Trucking Association; Ravinder Singh; Thomas 
Odom, Plaintiffs-Appellees, V. Rob Bonta, et al. No. 20-55107 D.C. No. 3:18-Cv-02458-BEN-BLM 
26 Congressional Research Service. Worker Classification: Employee Status Under the National Labor Relations Act, 
the Fair Labor Standards Act, and the ABC Test. R46765 (April 20, 2021). 
27 Carosa, Chris. (February 27, 2020). “Will California’s AB5 Law Gag Your Gig Retirement?” Forbes. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chriscarosa/2020/02/27/will-californias-ab5-law-gag-your-gig-
retirement/#3b542db06518 
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status of AB 5, states are closely monitoring the pending Supreme Court decision before 
considering whether to advance similar legislation. 
 
OO/IC IN THE TRUCKING INDUSTRY 
 
While the legal and regulatory landscape has been mired in controversy and lack of clarity, 
OO/IC drivers have and continue to play a key role in meeting the needs of the trucking 
industry.  Within the industry, there are three primary approaches for working as a truck driver – 
hiring on as a company driver, running your own business as an OO/IC by leasing on to a motor 
carrier under their operating authority, or running your own business as an OO/IC under your 
own operating authority.  These methods are described below. 
 
Company Driver – Company drivers are employees that tend to drive the truck provided to them 
by their motor carrier.  The carrier is responsible for supplying items such as fuel, maintenance 
and tires.  Company drivers tend to increase their earnings based on performance bonuses for 
items such as safe driving and good fuel economy or for longevity at a carrier. 
 
OO/IC leased on to a motor carrier – OO/IC drivers that lease on under a motor carrier’s 
operating authority tend to acquire their trucks through a carrier-sponsored program or may 
source their trucks on the open market.  These drivers lease on to leverage a carrier’s freight 
and buying networks for things like insurance, fuel, maintenance and tires.  These drivers are 
responsible for running their business by managing their revenue and expenses but tend to 
seek the support networks provided by a motor carrier. 
 
OO/IC with own operating authority – OO/IC drivers that have their own operating authority tend 
to make their own purchase decisions and may have one or more trucks.  They are responsible 
for running their business by selling and managing their own customers, negotiating rates and 
collecting revenue, as well as paying all their vendors.  They may use associations for discounts 
on items like fuel, tires, and insurance. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Given the legal and regulatory uncertainties and differences in how OO/IC drivers are able to 
operate in the United States, ATRI undertook a study to gather perspectives from OO/IC drivers.  
First, ATRI reviewed multiple documents related to driver classification to better understand the 
legal and regulatory bases.  While these documents tend to discuss the many pros and cons 
associated with various driver classifications, very little driver-specific data has been centralized 
in the industry marketplace. 
 
ATRI met with a variety of industry experts to discuss this document review, further identify what 
additional classification-related data may be available and to determine where specific data 
gaps exist.  Based on these discussions, ATRI developed a survey instrument that focused on 
understanding how lifestyle considerations influence different driver classification choices.  A 
scaling method was used to gauge the importance and satisfaction of several lifestyle factors, 
ranging from income to business/job growth to schedule/flexibility.  Driver perceptions on how 
reclassification might affect compensation and job satisfaction were also explored. 
 
The online survey was posted on the ATRI website on August 18, 2021 and was available 
through September 17, 2021.  ATRI issued a press release that was distributed to the 
organization’s email list-serve.  In addition, a number of related organizations, including the 
American Trucking Associations, Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association and the 
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network of State Trucking Associations, were asked to assist with the outreach effort.  Through 
the combination of these efforts, more than 2,000 truck drivers responded and submitted 
completed surveys. 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS 



A total of 2,097 drivers responded to ATRI’s survey.  A majority of respondents were OO/IC 



(66.2%) and the remainder (33.8%) were Company Drivers.  Among the OO/IC, 49.2 percent 



were OO/IC Leased to a Motor Carrier and 17.0 percent were OO/IC with their Own Operating 



Authority. 



 



The respondents were predominantly male (89.0%) but it is notable that over eight percent of 



respondents were female, a higher percentage than the current population of female drivers 



(6.7%).28  The majority of respondents (67.7%) were between the ages of 45 and 64 and over 



57 percent of the respondents had 21 or more years of driving experience.   



 



The majority of respondents (81.7%) work in the For-Hire segment of the industry and, as 



shown in Figure 1, across all three driver groups, they predominantly operate in the Truckload 



sector of the industry.  Those drivers who selected Other include household goods/moving and 



storage, liquid and bulk chemical haulers, construction, auto-haulers, and agriculture.  



 



Figure 1:  For-Hire Sector 



 
 



                                                           
28 American Trucking Trends 2020. American Trucking Associations. Arlington, VA. 2020.  
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More than two-thirds of OO/IC respondents (68.6%) are part of small operations (1-5 trucks) 



while the majority of Company Driver respondents (72.7%) work for fleets with 21 – 1,000+ 



trucks (Table 1). 



Table 1:  Fleet Size 



Fleet Size 
Company 



Driver 



OO/IC 
Leased to 
a Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



1 1.1% 53.7% 65.8% 



2-5 6.8% 6.7% 26.6% 



6-20 13.3% 5.1% 4.2% 



21-100 24.2% 6.8% 1.1% 



101-1,000 26.7% 7.4% 0.3% 



1,000+ 21.9% 13.9% 0.6% 



No Answer 6.1% 6.5% 1.4% 



 



 



Longer trip lengths are more prevalent among OO/IC respondents, where 73.9 percent of OO/IC 



reported average length of haul exceeding 500 miles per trip (Figure 2).  Among Company 



Driver respondents, 55.4 percent reported operating local or regional trips of less than 500 miles 



per trip.   



 



Figure 2:  Average Length of Haul 
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three vehicle configurations were 5-axle Dry Van (32.3%), 5-axle Refrigerated Trailer (20.7%) 



and Other (22.1%) including auto haulers, dump trailers, 6- and 7-axle agriculture trailers, and 



step deck and lowboy trailers (Figure 3).  



 



Figure 3:  Primary Vehicle Configuration 
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As shown in Table 2, the majority of respondents indicated that “trucking” represents their full-



time employment (Company Drivers) or full-time business (OO/IC).   



 



Table 2:  Full-Time, Part-Time and Seasonal Work 



Type of Employee for 
Company Drivers or 
Type of Business for 



OO/IC  



Company 
Driver 



OO/IC 
Leased to 
a Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Full-Time Employee/ 
Full-Time Business 



91.2% 96.1% 91.0% 



Part-Time Employee/ 
Part-Time Business 



4.7% 1.8% 2.5% 



Seasonal Employee/ 
Seasonal Business 



1.1% 0.6% 1.7% 



It is one of my 
Businesses 



 1.2% 4.2% 



No Answer/Other 3.0% 0.3% 0.6% 



 



 



Respondents were asked about educational attainment and as shown in Table 3, the Company 



Driver and OO/IC respondents were similar in percentages across degree levels, with 18 



percent of Company Drivers and 20 percent of OO/IC with a college degree or higher.   



 



Table 3:  Respondent Educational Attainment 



Highest Degree 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



High School 36.6% 39.2% 



Some College 41.4% 34.7% 



College Degree 14.5% 14.9% 



Some Graduate School 2.3% 2.9% 



Master’s Degree 1.6% 2.4% 



Doctoral Degree  0.4% 



No Answer 3.7% 5.4% 



 



 



Appendix A has a listing of respondent demographics broken out by Company Drivers, OO/IC 



Leased to a Motor Carrier and OO/IC with their Own Operating Authority.   
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FINDINGS 



Motivating Factors and Level of Satisfaction 



The motivating factors behind the decision to be a Company Driver are different than for those 



individuals who choose to be an OO/IC.  The survey was designed so that all respondents – 



Company Drivers and OO/IC – were presented with the same eight motivating factors to rate 



using a Likert scale ranging from Extremely Important to Not At All Important.   



Among Company Drivers, the top three motivating factors were Job Security/Stability, Income, 



and Healthcare/Retirement Savings.  Nearly 90 percent of Company Drivers rated Job 



Security/Stability as Extremely Important or Important, followed by 83.1 percent of Company 



Drivers indicating that Income was Extremely Important/Important, and 79.1 percent rating 



Healthcare/Retirement Savings as Extremely Important/Important.  The least important 



motivating factors for Company Drivers were Choice of Routes/Length of Haul, 



Independence/Ability to Set Hours, and Business/Job Growth (Figure 4).   



Respondents were then asked to rate their present level of satisfaction using a similar Likert 



scale – ranging from Very Satisfied to Very Dissatisfied – with each of the eight motivating 



factors since becoming a truck driver.  Fewer drivers rated levels of satisfaction (Very Satisfied 



or Satisfied) across each of the eight motivating factors.   



Among Company Drivers, Healthcare/Retirement Savings generated the greatest delta between 



drivers who indicated it was an important motivating factor (79.1%) and subsequent high levels 



of satisfaction since becoming a company driver (59.5%).  ATRI’s annual Operational Costs of 



Trucking analysis found that 70 percent or more of participating motor carriers provided a suite 



of benefits to their drivers including health insurance (93.3%), paid vacation (92.3%), dental 



insurance (78.8%), 401k (76.9%), and vision insurance (71.2%).29  As fleets look for ways to 



recruit new entrant company drivers, it is clear that healthcare and retirement savings options 



are an important driver recruitment and retention strategy.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



                                                           
29 Leslie, Alex and Dan Murray. An Analysis of the Operational Costs of Trucking: 2021 Update. American 



Transportation Research Institute. November 2021. Available online: https://truckingresearch.org/2021/11/23/an-
analysis-of-the-operational-costs-of-trucking-2021-update/  
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Figure 4:  Motivating Factors and Level of Satisfaction for Company Drivers 



 



 



Additionally, as the industry looks to recruit additional female drivers, the focus on healthcare 



and retirement savings should be emphasized.  Among female Company Drivers, 84.3 percent 



indicated Healthcare/Retirement Savings was an important motivating factor for becoming a 



Company Driver, with 68.6 percent of female drivers indicating satisfaction with 



Healthcare/Retirement Savings since becoming a Company Driver (Figure 5). 
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Figure 5:  Top Motivating Factors and Level of Satisfaction for Female Company Drivers  



 



 



Presented with the same motivating factors for the decision to become an OO/IC, the ranking 



changes considerably (Figure 6).  Top motivating factors for OO/IC are Independence/Ability to 



Set Hours, Schedule/Flexibility, and Choice of Routes/Length of Haul.  The ability for OO/IC to 



essentially control their own workplace environment is such a strong incentive that over 90 



percent of OO/IC respondents ranked the top four motivating factors as Extremely 



Important/Important.  Only one of the eight motivating factors – Healthcare/Retirement Savings 



– generated important rankings by fewer than 40 percent of responding OO/IC.      



  



0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%



Healthcare/Retirement Savings



Income



Job Security/Stability



Company Drivers - Female



Extremely Important/Important Very Satisfied/Satisfied











 



Owner-Operators / Independent Contractors in the Supply Chain     20   



Figure 6: Motivating Factors and Level of Satisfaction for OO/IC 



 



 



In terms of levels of satisfaction with each of the motivating factors, OO/IC, like Company 



Drivers, rated lower levels of satisfaction with each than they did the importance of each 



motivating factor.  Even so, over 80 percent of OO/IC indicated they were Very 



Satisfied/Satisfied with their Independence/Ability to Set Hours, Schedule/Flexibility, Choice of 



Routes/Length of Haul, Income, and Pace of Work.   



There is even stronger sentiment among female OO/IC on their motivating factors.  As shown in 



Figure 7, female OO/IC rank Independence/Ability to Set Hours, Schedule/Flexibility, and 



Income as their top three motivating factors for choosing to be an OO/IC, with over 90 percent 



of female OO/IC ranking each motivating factor as Extremely Important/Important.   
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Figure 7: Top Motivating Factors and Level of Satisfaction for Female OO/IC  



 



 



In fact, across both Company Drivers and OO/IC, the importance of the top three motivating 



factors is more strongly ranked among female drivers than their male counterparts (Table 4). 



Table 4:  Top Motivating Factors Female vs Male 



Top Motivating 



Factors 



Company Drivers – 



Female 



Company Drivers – 



Male 



Job Security 94.3% 88.0% 



Income 88.6% 82.3% 



Healthcare / 



Retirement Savings 
84.3% 78.8% 



   



Top Motivating 



Factors 
OO/IC – Female OO/IC – Male 



Independence / 



Ability to Set Hours 
99.0% 94.5% 



Schedule / Flexibility 96.0% 93.5% 



Income 92.0% 90.3% 



 



Appendix B provides additional findings by Company Drivers, OO/IC Leased to a Motor Carrier 



and OO/IC with their Own Operating Authority. 
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Driver Compensation 



Survey respondents were then asked how they are paid and, as shown in Figure 8 below, there 



are differences between Company Driver compensation models versus OO/IC.  Among 



Company Drivers, the primary compensation models are Paid by the Mile (46.2%) and Paid by 



the Hour (27.7%).   



Among OO/IC Leased to a Motor Carrier, the primary compensation method is Percent of 



Freight Bill (49.1%) and among OO/IC with their Own Operating Authority, the majority (56.6%) 



are Paid by the Load.  For all drivers who indicated Other, the compensation models described 



included combinations of Pay per Mile and Percentage of Freight Bill; Pay per Mile and time 



spent on stops (fueling, drop and hook, detention); Per Mile and Per Load; and Salary.      



Figure 8:  Driver Compensation Models 



 



 



The level of satisfaction with income was next determined based on the top compensation 



models for Company Drivers and OO/IC.  As shown below in Figure 9, 73.5 percent of 



Company Drivers who are Paid by the Hour report being Very Satisfied/Satisfied with their 



income and 66.1 percent of Company Drivers who are Paid by the Mile report being Very 



Satisfied/Satisfied with their income. 
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Figure 9:  Level of Satisfaction with Income by Compensation Model – Company Drivers 



 



 



Among OO/IC, the top two compensation models are Percent of Freight Bill (39.7%) and Per 



Load (34.0%).  Among OO/IC who are paid by Percent of Freight Bill, 80.8 percent report being 



Very Satisfied/Satisfied with their income level (Figure 10).  Among OO/IC who are paid on a 



Per Load basis, 81.1 percent report being Very Satisfied/Satisfied with their income level. 



Figure 10:  Level of Satisfaction with Income by Compensation Model – OO/IC 
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terms of satisfaction, 68.9 percent of Company Drivers and 80.1 percent of OO/IC indicated 



being Very Satisfied/Satisfied with their income.  The survey asked Company Drivers to indicate 



their annual wages for the previous year and for OO/IC, respondents were asked to indicate 



their net income (after expenses) for the previous year.  As shown in Figure 11, nearly 70 



percent of Company Drivers indicated their annual wages fell in the $50,000 to $100,000 range.  
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For OO/IC, 54.5 percent of OO/IC Leased to a Motor Carrier and 51.9 percent of OO/IC with 



their Own Operating Authority reported annual net income for the previous year of $75,000 or 



higher.   



These figures comport with other published sources of driver wage and income data.  According 



to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average annual pay for heavy and tractor-trailer truck 



drivers was $48,710 in 2020.30  In the latest Driver Compensation analysis from the American 



Trucking Associations, the average annual pay for a national truckload solo van driver was 



nearly $58,000 in 2019, representing a $6,000 increase over 2017.31  According to ATBS, a firm 



that provides business services to OO/IC, the average net income among their client base is 



$70,000, with the top 10 percent of their OO/IC clients earning approximately $225,000.32   



Figure 11:  Annual Income Comparison 



 



 



One motivator for individuals to choose to be an OO/IC Leased to a Motor Carrier is the 



opportunity to leverage the carrier’s resources and buying power to access things like fuel, 



equipment, and administrative services.  Survey respondents who indicated being an OO/IC 



Leased to a Motor Carrier were asked which of the possible carrier-sponsored programs they 



participated in and as shown in Table 5, the most frequently cited programs are acquiring loads, 



fuel purchases/discounts, fuel taxes and insurance.   



                                                           
30 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. “Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers Occupational Employment and Wage 
Statistics. May 2020.” Available online: https://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes533032.htm   
31 Karickhoff, Alan and Bob Costello. ATA 2020 Driver Compensation Study. American Trucking Associations. 
Arlington, VA. May 2020. 
32 Miller, Eric. “Owner-Operator Model Analyzed at Legal Conference.” Transport Topics. September 3, 2021. 
Available online: https://www.ttnews.com/articles/owner-operator-model-analyzed-scopelitis-conference  
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Table 5:  Carrier Sponsored Programs Accessed by OO/IC Leased to a Motor Carrier 



Carrier-Sponsored Program 
Percent of 



Respondents 



Acquiring Loads 84.0% 



Fuel Purchases/Discounts 82.7% 



Fuel Taxes 69.9% 



Insurance 69.7% 



Load Optimization/Trailers 48.4% 



Tires 41.3% 



Maintenance 24.9% 



Truck Lease/Purchase 17.8% 



 



Impacts of Reclassification 



As noted, there has been legislation introduced at the federal and state levels that would 



reclassify OO/IC as Company Drivers.  The survey queried both Company Drivers and OO/IC to 



better understand what each cohort believes the impacts of such a change would be to their 



income and job satisfaction.   



Figure 12 shows that the majority of OO/IC expect that they would experience significant 



decreases in their job satisfaction (73.0%) and annual income (68.3%) if they were reclassified 



to a Company Driver. 



Figure 12: OO/IC Expectations if Changed to Company Driver 
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Company Drivers were asked if they aspired to become an OO/IC and if so, how they believed 



such a change would impact their job satisfaction and income.  Fewer than one in five (17.8%) 



Company Drivers indicated a desire to become an OO/IC in the future, but among those who 



did, 84.9 percent believe that they would experience an increase in their income and 71.4 



percent believe they would experience an increase in their job satisfaction if they became an 



OO/IC.   



However, among those Company Drivers who indicated that they had been an OO/IC in the 



past (35.5%), only 30.3 percent indicated that their income had decreased since becoming a 



Company Driver and 20.3 percent indicated that their job satisfaction had decreased since 



becoming a Company Driver.  It is possible that those Company Drivers who had previously 



been OO/IC made the change because they were not realizing income and/or job satisfaction 



levels sufficient to continue as an OO/IC.   



CONCLUSION 



The trucking industry has long-relied on OO/IC to transport goods across the U.S.  The use of 
OO/IC offers one solution to the fluctuating demand for freight transportation and provides an 
opportunity for drivers to have autonomy over the services they offer.  In recent years, new 
legislation pertaining to employment status classification has been introduced in various states 
that threatens the eligibility of drivers to work as OO/IC.  
 
ATRI’s data collection activities generated responses from over 2,000 professional truck drivers, 
the majority of whom operate as OO/IC.  The motivating factors behind the decision to be a 
Company Driver are different from individuals who choose to be an OO/IC.  Among Company 
Drivers, the top three motivating factors were Job Security/Stability, Income, and 
Healthcare/Retirement Savings.  In contrast, the top motivating factors for OO/IC were 
Independence/Ability to Set Hours, Schedule/Flexibility, and Choice of Routes/Length of Haul. 
 
The majority of both Company Drivers and OO/IC reported a high level of importance and 
satisfaction with the eight lifestyle factors presented.  The lone exception was for 
Healthcare/Retirement Savings where fewer than 40 percent of OO/IC assigned a high level of 
importance to this motivating factor.  Over 50 percent of OO/IC in ATRI’s dataset reported net 
incomes of over $75,000 in the previous year while nearly 70 percent of Company Drivers 
indicated their annual wages fell in the $50,000 to $100,000 range.  
 
A large percentage of OO/IC expected they would experience significant decreases in their job 
satisfaction (73.0%) and annual income (68.3%) if they were reclassified to a Company Driver.  
Based on these findings, it could be concluded that legislative action that would reclassify 
OO/IC to company drivers would have a negative impact on the respondents.   
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APPENDIX A 



Table A.1: Respondent Demographics 



 
Company 



Driver 



OO/IC 
Leased to a 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Percent of Respondent Dataset 33.8% 49.2% 17.0% 



Gender    



Male 88.6% 89.1% 89.4% 



Female 9.9% 7.5% 6.4% 



Prefer Not to Answer/No Answer 1.6% 3.4% 4.2% 



Age    



21-24 0.8% 0.1% 0.0% 



25-34 5.1% 4.3% 3.1% 



35-44 10.2% 13.4% 11.2% 



45-54 24.3% 31.6% 25.5% 



55-64 42.8% 36.8% 41.5% 



65+ 16.2% 13.3% 15.5% 



Prefer Not to Answer/No Answer 0.6% 0.6% 2.2% 



Years of Driving Experience    



Less than 1 Year 1.4% 0.6% 0.6% 



1-5 Years 11.2% 9.2% 8.1% 



6-10 Years 10.2% 14.3% 10.4% 



11-20 Years 19.2% 20.7% 14.8% 



21+ Years 57.9% 54.8% 65.3% 



Prefer Not to Answer/No Answer 0.1% 0.3% 0.8% 



Industry Segment    



For-Hire 71.9% 85.3% 91.3% 



Private 23.0% 6.2% 5.0% 



Don’t Know/No Answer 5.1% 8.5% 3.6% 



For-Hire Sector    



Truckload 67.1% 73.9% 80.1% 



Less-than-Truckload 13.9% 4.4% 4.9% 



Specialized (Oversize, Overweight, etc.) 5.5% 8.1% 5.5% 



Intermodal/Drayage 4.7% 2.4% 0.6% 



Other 14.1% 11.3% 8.9% 
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Average Length of Haul 
Company 



Driver 



OO/IC 
Leased to a 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Local (< 100 miles per trip) 12.7% 2.4% 7.3% 



Regional (100 – 499 miles per trip) 42.7% 17.2% 34.5% 



Inter-Regional (500 – 999 miles per trip) 23.9% 35.2% 29.7% 



Long-Haul (1,000+ miles per trip) 20.2% 44.8% 26.9% 



No Answer 0.6% 0.5% 1.7% 



Fleet Size    



1 1.1% 53.7% 65.8% 



2-5 6.8% 6.7% 26.6% 



6-20 13.3% 5.1% 4.2% 



21-100 24.2% 6.8% 1.1% 



101-1,000 26.7% 7.4% 0.3% 



1,000+ 21.9% 13.9% 0.6% 



Don’t Know/No Answer 6.1% 6.5% 1.4% 



Vehicle Configuration    



5-axle Dry Van 43.9% 49.5% 32.2% 



5-axle Refrigerated Trailer 17.2% 9.4% 20.7% 



5-axle Flatbed 5.8% 22.6% 17.6% 



5-axle Tanker 9.7% 4.6% 2.5% 



Straight Truck 4.7% 1.9% 1.1% 



Longer Combination Vehicles 7.1% 1.4% 2.2% 



Other  10.9% 9.5% 22.1% 



Don’t Know/No Answer 0.7% 1.2% 1.4% 
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APPENDIX B. Additional Findings by Company Driver, OO/IC Leased to a  
Motor Carrier and OO/IC with Own Operating Authority 



How Important was 
______ in Deciding to 



Become a… 



Company 
Driver 



All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to a 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Percent of Respondent 
Dataset 



33.8% 66.2% 49.2% 17.0% 



Income 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to a 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Extremely Important 44.8% 60.8% 61.4% 58.8% 



Very Important 38.3% 29.6% 29.8% 28.9% 



Neutral 12.3% 7.5% 6.9% 9.2% 



Low Importance 0.8% 0.5% 0.3% 1.1% 



Not at all Important 0.4% 0.4% 0.5% 0.3% 



No Answer 3.4% 1.2% 1.1% 1.7% 



Health 
Care/Retirement 



Savings 



Company 
Driver 



All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Extremely Important 44.9% 19.6% 18.5% 22.7% 



Very Important 34.2% 19.6% 19.6% 19.6% 



Neutral 13.8% 41.8% 41.5% 42.9% 



Low Importance 2.4% 9.6% 9.4% 10.1% 



Not at all Important 2.7% 8.4% 9.7% 4.5% 



No Answer 2.0% 1.1% 1.4% 0.3% 



Pace of Work 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Extremely Important 28.8% 45.3% 44.6% 47.3% 



Very Important 42.5% 39.1% 39.9% 36.7% 



Neutral 23.6% 13.2% 13.6% 12.0% 



Low Importance 2.7% 0.8% 0.7% 1.1% 



Not at all Important 0.8% 1.0% 0.9% 1.4% 



No Answer 1.6% 0.6% 0.4% 1.4% 
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Independence / Ability 
to Set Hours 



Company 
Driver 



All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Extremely Important 24.3% 70.9% 70.3% 72.8% 



Very Important 34.7% 23.8% 24.5% 21.6% 



Neutral 32.2% 4.3% 4.5% 3.9% 



Low Importance 4.9% 0.4% 0.4% 0.6% 



Not at all Important 2.5% 0.4% 0.3% 0.8% 



No Answer 1.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 



Schedule / Flexibility 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Extremely Important 30.2% 69.8% 69.9% 69.7% 



Very Important 39.5% 23.6% 23.7% 23.2% 



Neutral 25.1% 5.2% 5.1% 5.3% 



Low Importance 2.7% 0.4% 0.4% 0.6% 



Not at all Important 1.3% 0.4% 0.4% 0.6% 



No Answer 1.1% 0.5% 0.1% 0.6% 



Choice of Routes / 
Length of Haul 



Company 
Driver 



All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Extremely Important 30.9% 66.6% 65.3% 70.3% 



Very Important 34.0% 24.7% 25.8% 21.6% 



Neutral 26.6% 7.1% 7.2% 6.7% 



Low Importance 4.9% 0.9% 1.1% 0.6% 



Not at all Important 2.5% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 



No Answer 1.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 



Business / Job Growth 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Extremely Important 22.2% 47.1% 46.2% 49.6% 



Very Important 35.9% 32.8% 34.7% 27.5% 



Neutral 33.2% 17.1% 16.6% 18.5% 



Low Importance 4.2% 1.8% 1.5% 2.8% 



Not at all Important 2.5% 0.6% 0.7% 0.6% 



No Answer 2.0% 0.6% 0.4% 1.1% 
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Job Security / Stability 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Extremely Important 55.2% 57.0% 58.9% 51.5% 



Very Important 33.3% 30.6% 29.8% 32.8% 



Neutral 8.1% 10.1% 9.1% 12.9% 



Low Importance 1.6% 1.0% 1.0% 1.1% 



Not at all Important 0.8% 0.8% 0.9% 0.6% 



No Answer 1.0% 0.5% 0.3% 1.1% 



Since becoming a 
______, how satisfied 



are you with the 
following factors? 



Company 
Driver 



All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to a 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Percent of Respondent 
Dataset 



33.8% 66.2% 49.2% 17.0% 



Income 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to a 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Very Satisfied 25.3% 35.9% 36.6% 33.6% 



Satisfied 43.6% 44.2% 45.1% 41.7% 



Neutral 14.3% 10.7% 10.4% 11.8% 



Dissatisfied 10.0% 5.6% 5.4% 6.2% 



Very Dissatisfied 3.2% 1.3% 1.3% 1.4% 



No Answer 3.5% 2.3% 1.3% 5.3% 



Health 
Care/Retirement 



Savings 



Company 
Driver 



All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Very Satisfied 23.6% 7.0% 6.1% 9.5% 



Satisfied 35.9% 19.7% 18.4% 23.5% 



Neutral 21.5% 48.0% 51.1% 39.2% 



Dissatisfied 12.0% 16.1% 14.9% 19.3% 



Very Dissatisfied 5.9% 8.3% 8.8% 6.7% 



No Answer 1.1% 0.9% 0.7% 1.7% 



Pace of Work 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Very Satisfied 19.5% 37.3% 37.1% 37.8% 



Satisfied 48.6% 44.3% 45.6% 40.3% 



Neutral 20.2% 13.8% 13.5% 14.6% 



Dissatisfied 8.2% 2.6% 2.5% 2.8% 



Very Dissatisfied 2.1% 1.4% 1.0% 2.5% 



No Answer 1.4% 0.7% 0.3% 2.0% 
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Independence / Ability 
to Set Hours 



Company 
Driver 



All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Very Satisfied 18.8% 59.1% 59.8% 57.1% 



Satisfied 39.7% 28.4% 28.0% 29.7% 



Neutral 25.8% 8.1% 7.9% 8.4% 



Dissatisfied 10.5% 2.4% 2.4% 2.2% 



Very Dissatisfied 4.7% 1.6% 1.6% 1.7% 



No Answer 0.6% 0.4% 0.3% 0.8% 



Schedule / Flexibility 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Very Satisfied 22.3% 57.6% 57.7% 57.4% 



Satisfied 40.0% 30.0% 30.9% 27.5% 



Neutral 22.0% 7.8% 7.2% 9.8% 



Dissatisfied 10.7% 2.3% 2.5% 1.7% 



Very Dissatisfied 4.4% 1.7% 1.5% 2.5% 



No Answer 0.6% 0.5% 0.3% 1.1% 



Choice of Routes / 
Length of Haul 



Company 
Driver 



All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Very Satisfied 21.9% 54.0% 53.5% 55.5% 



Satisfied 39.0% 30.7% 30.7% 30.8% 



Neutral 22.7% 10.4% 10.8% 9.5% 



Dissatisfied 11.2% 3.0% 3.5% 1.4% 



Very Dissatisfied 4.4% 1.6% 1.5% 2.0% 



No Answer 0.8% 0.3% 0.1% 0.8% 



Business / Job Growth 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Very Satisfied 16.4% 28.1% 28.9% 25.8% 



Satisfied 36.4% 40.7% 39.9% 42.9% 



Neutral 35.3% 24.1% 24.6% 22.7% 



Dissatisfied 7.6% 4.3% 4.2% 4.8% 



Very Dissatisfied 3.4% 2.1% 1.9% 2.5% 



No Answer 0.8% 0.7% 0.5% 1.4% 
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Job Security / Stability 
Company 



Driver 
All OO/IC 



OO/IC 
Leased to 



Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own 



Authority 



Very Satisfied 35.6% 40.7% 42.3% 36.1% 



Satisfied 42.1% 37.9% 38.1% 37.5% 



Neutral 15.3% 15.3% 14.8% 16.8% 



Dissatisfied 4.0% 2.9% 2.3% 4.5% 



Very Dissatisfied 2.5% 1.8% 1.4% 3.1% 



No Answer 0.6% 1.3% 1.1% 2.0% 



 



How do you believe your pay 
would change if you were 
reclassified to a Company 
Driver? 



All OO/IC 
OO/IC Leased 



to Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own Authority 



Significant Increase 6.4% 6.6% 5.9% 



Minor Increase 2.6% 2.2% 3.6% 



About the Same 11.9% 9.4% 19.0% 



Minor Decrease 9.1% 8.7% 10.4% 



Significant Decrease 68.3% 72.7% 55.5% 



No Answer 1.7% 0.4% 5.6% 



How do you believe your job 
satisfaction would change if you 
were reclassified to a Company 
Driver? 



All OO/IC 
OO/IC Leased 



to Motor 
Carrier 



OO/IC with 
Own Authority 



Significant Increase 5.3% 5.7% 4.2% 



Minor Increase 2.1% 1.9% 2.5% 



About the Same 10.2% 8.6% 14.6% 



Minor Decrease 7.7% 7.8% 7.3% 



Significant Decrease 73.0% 75.5% 65.8% 



No Answer 1.7% 0.4% 5.6% 
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Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 2:04:00 PM


 
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
245 Fallbrook Blvd, Suite 002
Lincoln, NE  68521
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Gage, John <John.Gage@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 20, 2023 9:25 AM
Subject: Governor's Office Daily Update - 1-20-23
 


TV and Radio 


WNAX: Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen Pushing for Major Tax Cuts 


CNN: Activists preparing for ‘an absolutely crazy year’ in first full statehouse sessions since
Supreme Court overturned Roe 


NBC News: The federal government is investigating the possible human trafficking of children
who cleaned slaughterhouses 


 


Governor 


OWH: Nebraska state employees union negotiates highest salary increases in more than 35
years 


Flatwater Free Press: An Aging Breed: Nebraska’s farmers are getting older. Who will replace
them? 
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Legislature 


LJS: Nebraska lawmakers adopt uncontroversial rule changes after brief debate 


OWH: No drama as Nebraska Legislature adopts rules for the session 


Nebraska Examiner: Senator says bill luring semiconductor plant to Nebraska would have
biggest economic impact ‘since corn’ 


Kearney Hub: Buffalo County Sen. Briese submits state government efficiency review bill 


Flatwater Free Press: Omaha senator who drove grant process has ties to potential $40 million
recipient 


Nebraska Examiner: Watchdog group says State Capitol Bible study leader should register as
lobbyist 


 


State, Local and Regional 


OWH: Snow and rain that fell across Nebraska is good news for the drought, but more is
needed 


AP: Death penalty sought for man charged in Nebraska killings 


 


Opinion 


OWH Public Pulse 


1. No on LB77 
2. Voting restrictions 
3. Will there be props? 
4. Just bad government 
5. Omaha streets 
6. Forget the streetcar 
7. South Omaha streetcar 
8. Childhood obesity 
9. Nursing staff shortage 


10. Walk the walk 
LJS Editorial, 1/20: Third term for legislators is good option 


LJS Letters 


1. How about funding lunches? 
2. Abortion bill won't work 
3. Only one hope for nation 







 


National/Federal 


AP: State laws vary widely on whether felons can run for office 


AP: Railroad’s plan to test idea to cut train crews put on hold 


 


OWH: Nebraska state employees union negotiates highest salary increases in more than
35 years 
 


LINCOLN — More than 8,000 Nebraska state employees would see the highest salary increases in
more than 35 years under a tentative two-year contract agreement negotiated through their union. 


Under the agreement, union members would receive raises ranging from 10% to 27%, according to a
press release from the Nebraska Association of Public Employees (NAPE). NAPE Executive Director
Justin Hubly said these are the highest salary increases state employees have received since the
State Employees Collective Bargaining Act passed in 1987, establishing the union’s right to negotiate
contracts with the state. 


The contract will not be finalized until a majority of union members vote to ratify it. Hubly said
ratification meetings will be held through Jan. 26. If ratified, the contracts would take effect from
July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2025. 


Further details about the new contracts will not be revealed until they have been ratified, Hubly said.
There were other benefits NAPE was aiming to secure in the contracts, but even before negotiations
officially began, members made it clear that their biggest focus was pushing for wages that
exceeded inflation. 


“Wages were always going to be our top priority,” Hubly said. 


Other benefits listed as priorities for the new contracts were paid parental leave, access to remote
work assignments, retirement insurance incentives, sick leave payout, bilingual premium pay and
limits on mandatory overtime. 


The negotiations came down to the wire. NAPE announced that a tentative agreement had been
reached on Dec. 30, just one day before the deadline. 


In mid-December, Hubly said at a union press conference that the negotiations were progressing
slowly. He said incoming Gov. Jim Pillen entered the negotiations proposing that minimum salaries
would be frozen for the entirety of the contracts. Pillen spokesman John Gage denied this. 


Despite this, Hubly said he wasn’t nervous about negotiations surpassing the Dec. 31 deadline. Only
once in 35 years have contract negotiations surpassed their initial deadline, and both the union and
Pillen’s team expressed commitment to reach an agreement before that. 


Pillen has promoted himself as a fiscal conservative and previously promised to limit government
spending. However, in addition to the salary increases, he has recently proposed other major
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expenditures, such as establishing a $1 billion education fund that would eventually grow to $2.5
billion. 


Pillen’s office did not respond to a request for comment Thursday. Pillen previously defended the
education funding by describing it as an “investment” rather than “spending.” Hubly said he saw the
raises as an investment as well. 


State government departments, like many other organizations across Nebraska, have been
struggling to deal with staffing shortages for well over a year. Hubly said the shortages have affected
multiple services, including snow removal on state roads. Higher wages will help the state retain
employees and hire more, he said. 


By Erin Bamer 


 


Flatwater Free Press: An Aging Breed: Nebraska’s farmers are getting older. Who will
replace them? 
 


As the combine gobbled soybean plants in a Buffalo County field north of Amherst on a summer-like
October afternoon, beans went into its bin and dry pods, stems and leaves scattered out the back.  


“I’m not farming to get rich,” said the combine’s driver, Justin Taubenheim. “I’m farming to maintain
a legacy, a way of life. Faith, family and farming, in that order. The farm is kinda like the icing on the
cake.” 


Taubenheim, 31, sports far fewer gray hairs than your normal Nebraska farmer.  


The average age of a principal Nebraska farm or ranch operator: 56.4 years old, according to a 2017
United States Department of Agriculture census report. The rising worry: There won’t be a next
generation to carry on family farms – even in an era where large machinery and new technologies
have reduced the manpower needed to plant and harvest.  


The challenge goes beyond farming. Who will fill vital jobs in transportation, processing, marketing,
machinery? Who will teach at rural schools, provide health care and run Main Street businesses? 


That worry makes it critical to get more younger farmers like Justin Taubenheim and his brother
Tanner, 28, interested in living and working in rural Nebraska. 


Younger Nebraska farmers and ranchers like the brothers who spoke to the Flatwater Free Press
talked about their love of land and livestock. They stressed the importance of family ties – carrying
on legacies often stretch back generations and now stretch forward as their own kids have the same
childhood experiences they once enjoyed.  


But there are also barriers. Can the farming business provide income for an additional family? Can
their spouse find an off-farm job with a regular paycheck and health insurance? Are there nearby
schools, hospitals, grocery stores and services for young farm families like theirs?  


The Taubenheim brothers, both married with young children, are the fourth generation involved in a
family business best known for their purebred Gelbvieh beef cattle.  
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They also have what many young farmers covet: Land. The brothers and their parents Mike and
Renee have each owned half of Taubenheim Farms since Justin and Tanner Taubenheim, after
earning animal science degrees from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,  bought their grandparents’
half a few years ago. 


“I have what others don’t. I had a place to go,” Justin said of returning to the family farm after
college.  


Living near Kearney, where his wife Janelle works for USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service, is another plus, the young farmer said. “I’m within 20 minutes of being able to get anything I
need.” 


“I get to coach my son’s flag football team and help with the (high school) wrestling team,” he said.
“I think there’s value in raising a kid in a small class where they get individual attention and know
everybody and their families.” 


It isn’t easy. Start-up costs are big hurdles for young producers, even those with strong family ties.
There’s equipment  – $500,000 for a new combine and $100,000 or more for a new tractor – and
high seed, feed, fertilizer and fuel bills. 


Younger farmers and ranchers may have to rent crop and pasture land for years, until – or if – they
inherit it. 


“We just didn’t have the deposit needed to start by owning our own cattle or farm ground,” said
Shelby Loeffelholz, 30, a beef producer who works with her Phelps County family. “We purchased a
feed truck and loader, but that basically was our start up.” 


Most of Leoffholz’s time is spent operating her 8,000-head feedlot on rented land north of Bertrand.
She also partners on a cow-calf herd with her parents and brother and helps with family farm crops.
Loeffelholz, her husband Logan and their two young boys live on a property rented from her parents.
Logan works at an implement dealership in Lexington. 


“I don’t think I would have done this without having family close by for support and to help with the
kids,” Loeffelholz said. She and Logan would like to own a feedlot someday and might be more
involved in the family farm after her parents retire. 


Like Loeffelholz, many Nebraska farm kids now in their 20s and 30s sought higher education and
worked other jobs before coming home.  


Mark McHargue understands this journey. He returned to Central City in 1986 after a year in college
to farm with his brother and marry his high school sweetheart, Judi, long before he became
president of the Nebraska Farm Bureau. 


He grows popcorn, feed corn and soybeans and custom-raises pigs. His sons Andrew, 32, and Jordan,
28, are home now, but own and manage their own businesses. 


“Neither of the boys really liked the hogs that much,” McHargue said. Instead, they turned their own
interests into their careers. 


Andrew worked seven years for a neighbor and then bought that farm. Jordan runs a company he
and his dad co-own, a construction business that has built more than 70 houses in the Aurora-
Central City area in the past six years. 







All three men have created rural Nebraska jobs: A combined 18 full-time construction and farm jobs,
and several other part-time jobs, by McHargue’s count. He said other economic benefits include
more work for area construction subcontractors. 


Young farmers don’t always return immediately. Alec Ibach’s journey back to his family’s Sumner
farm and ranch took eight years:  Four to complete a UNL degree; four more working at Farm Credit
Services of America. 


He and a co-worker, Nate Hartman, eventually launched Apache Ag, a company that sells seed and
other crop products from a new office and warehouse near Miller. 


Alec’s parents Greg, a longtime state ag director, and Teresa, a new state senator, wanted their
triplets to work away from home before deciding whether to return. “They wanted us to do
something else, to see other things and have other experiences,” Alec said. 


Alec, his wife Meredith and their 2-year-old daughter now live in Kearney where Omaha native
Meredith is a kindergarten teacher.  


The timing of Alec’s return to the family business – corn, soybeans, and calves from a Black Angus-
based herd – fit a need after Greg Ibach was appointed in fall 2017 as a USDA undersecretary in
Washington, D.C. 


Greg has now returned to managing his family’s beef production since he left government in 2021
and took a role at UNL’s Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources. Alec still focuses on the
farm’s commodity marketing, but spends most of his time with Apache Ag customers. 


The path back to their family farm northeast of Lexington is less certain for the Batie sisters, Juliana
Loudon, 32, and Cicely Wardyn, 29, who already have ag-related careers. 


“Julie and I have said we don’t want to just give up the farm,” said Wardyn, so they’re doing
succession planning with parents Don and Barb Batie. 


Loudon, the ag teacher and FFA adviser at Overton, lives with her husband Doug and 2-year-old son
on a small acreage between Elm Creek and Overton. She previously taught at Wood River and in
North Dakota when Doug was completing civil engineer certification requirements. 


Starting a family influenced the decision to return to Dawson County. “It was being home,” Loudon
said. “That’s the way I was raised and I want my kid to have that, too.” 


She helps farm on weekends and summers now, but wants to run the business full-time after her
parents retire. Her sister’s family farm role is more complicated.  


Wardyn was a legislative aide to Sen. Deb Fischer before returning to Lincoln to get a UNL graduate
degree. She was hired in 2021 as assistant state ag director, and is now an agriculture and natural
resources specialist in Gov. Jim Pillen’s Policy Research Office. 


Wardyn said it will take time to figure out the details of her new role. She’s similarly uncertain about
her family farm future.  


“If Julie takes over the farm full time, what is my role going to be? I don’t know, yet,” she said. 


Other young Nebraskans who aren’t tied to a family farm or ranch need other incentives to live and







work in rural communities. They need child care, Wardyn said, places to gather, ways to get involved
in the community.  


Loudon said the many “unsung jobs” available must be better promoted at high schools and in
hometowns. 


“I have a list of 300-plus careers directly related to agriculture and only two are farming and
ranching,” said Matt Kreifels, a UNL associate professor of agriculture leadership, education and
communication. 


There are now 209 different ag education and FFA programs in Nebraska, nearly double the number
that existed a dozen years ago. Kreifels said most new programs started in 2010 and 2011 after it
became clear that the strong ag economy had helped Nebraska fare better than most states during
the Great Recession.  


Nebraska has beginning farmer programs and incentives to help link young people with older
landowners who don’t have children returning to family farmers.  


“Keeping farming in the family is important,” the Farm Bureau’s McHargue said, “but you have to
have someone to farm it … not everyone is able to or wants to do that.” 


How to get future generations to live and work in rural areas is “the million-dollar question, not only
in rural Nebraska, but also in rural America,” he said.  


One vital need is broadband service required for ag production and marketing technologies,
websites to promote businesses and links to work remotely. Loudon described dependable Internet
service as “the great equalizer” for rural Nebraska. 


Many ag producers also need their spouse’s full-time job for health insurance. Loeffelholz, for
example, says her family depends on the health insurance her husband gets from his company. 


Loudon reminds her Overton students that many good jobs don’t require a four-year degree or the
related debt. The best match might be a trade school or on-the-job training. 


The McHargue sons graduated from community college. Now they’re both running multi-million
dollar businesses, Mark McHargue said. 


Although Justin Taubenheim worries about rural Nebraska’s shrinking population, especially in
isolated areas, he knows a career in agriculture or any industry “is not something you can force on
somebody.” 


“The ones who do come back are the ones who are successful, who will grow, expand and be more
productive,” Alec Ibach said. “Farming is not a job. It’s a lifestyle.” 


By Lori Potter 


 


LJS: Nebraska lawmakers adopt uncontroversial rule changes after brief debate 
 


A total of 58 changes to the permanent rules were proposed to the Legislature this year, which led
to more than 100 speakers testifying during a marathon nine-hour Rules Committee hearing last







week. 


The process was one several lawmakers described as unprecedented, both in the number of rules
changes offered and the recommendations for changes, as well as the feedback received from
Nebraskans. 


But in the end, the Legislature adopted eight changes Thursday in a floor debate that lasted a little
more than two hours and avoided the rules proposals considered more controversial that were put
forward this year. 


A proposal spearheaded by former GOP gubernatorial candidate Charles Herbster and signed by
more than two dozen senators to change the selection of committee chairs from a secret ballot to a
recorded vote did not advance to the floor. 


Neither did a proposal to close committee executive sessions to members of the media, who have
been able to cover the discussions of senators behind closed doors for nearly 90 years. 


Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, the chair of the Rules Committee, said those measures may be
brought back for consideration later in the session. 


Erdman said the Rules Committee wanted to put forward a package that would allow the Legislature
to get on with its work and avoid a prolonged fight, referring to a 2017 debate that lasted months. 


Most of the tweaks accepted this year were technical: allowing the Clerk of Legislature to note that
charts or graphs were included in legislation rather than print them in the daily journal, clarifying the
dates when priority bills could be designated, and adding a link to an appendix outlining the
committee process to the online version of the rule book. 


One rule change, sponsored by Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt, eliminated language prohibiting “the use
of any mobile, portable, or wireless communication device that emits an audible signal” from being
used in the legislative chamber while business was being conducted. 


Hunt said the rule was adopted in the 1990s during the advent of the beeper. It's become obsolete
and isn't observed by most state senators who carry cellphones into the chamber. 


The most-debated proposal came from Sen. Teresa Ibach of Sumner, who proposed eliminating the
ability to move to indefinitely postpone a bill before it comes up for first-round debate. 


Commonly known as an IPP or kill motion, the Rules Committee instead advanced a rule that
changed the order in which the motion would be considered during floor debate that would allow
the bill’s sponsor to speak before the kill motion is taken up by the Legislature. 


Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh opposed the rule change and introduced a motion to return it to
the Rules Committee for further consideration, saying any change to the kill motion undermined the
toolkit available to all 49 senators. 


Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, a member of the Rules Committee, said changing the speaking order made
sense, however, because it would allow any amendments to be added to the bill first, which could
change how a senator voted on the bill as well as the motion to kill it. 


Other senators, often those in the political minority in the officially nonpartisan Legislature, said
while they weren’t thrilled with the change of how a kill motion would be taken up during debate







they understood the proposal before them was a compromise. 


Lincoln Sen. Danielle Conrad said it was part of the “compromise, consensus and common ground”
Nebraskans expect their lawmakers to find at the Capitol. 


She and Hunt also said senators should expect that there will be debate on any controversial bills,
and that an opponent using a kill motion was using one tool in order to look for more changes to
legislation. 


“I don’t think utilization of the rules is rude, I don’t think it’s out of bounds,” Conrad said. “It’s what
we are here to do, it is what we ran to do — to debate the issues great and small.” 


Cavanaugh later withdrew her motion to return the rule change to committee, and the rule was
adopted on a 46-2 vote. 


The second-term Omaha senator later introduced a rule on the floor prohibiting deadly weapons
from being carried in the Capitol or on the grounds, saying it would allow the Nebraska State Patrol
to better ensure the security of everyone in the building. 


The proposal originated from a 2021 incident in which testifiers carried guns into a Judiciary
Committee hearing room to support a bill they said clarified a person’s right to defend themselves in
their homes, workplaces or vehicles. 


The proposal drew opposition from Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar, who said she was worried about the
scope of what could be considered a deadly weapon, and Sen. John Lowe of Kearney, who said a pen
or a comb could be deemed a weapon. 


Lincoln Sen. Jane Raybould said courthouses, schools and other public buildings across the state
don’t allow Nebraskans to bring weapons inside, and said the appearance of guns could make
testifiers or legislative staff members feel unsafe at the Capitol. 


But Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon said any measure to ban guns from the Capitol would be met by
anger from many Nebraskans, adding many of the individuals who back his bill (LB77) to remove
requirements that gun owners obtain a permit would be in the building next week during the bill
hearing. 


Cavanaugh’s proposal ultimately failed 32-7. She has introduced a bill (LB749) this year that would
do the same thing. 


The only other change made by the Legislature, on a 44-0 vote, was in support of a proposal by
Omaha Sen. Mike McDonnell to allow military service members to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at
the invitation of individual senators. 


With no other proposals brought forward, the Legislature unanimously adopted the permanent rules
— what several lawmakers described as an anticlimactic end to what was expected to be an
explosive debate. 


After the debate, Conrad said she was hopeful that many of the rules proposing to inject
partisanship and erode norms were not considered, calling it a good sign for the strength of the
institution and the session to come. 


Lawmakers will check in on Friday, Day 12 of the 90-day session, but will not hold debate or







committee hearings. 


By Chris Dunker 


 


OWH: No drama as Nebraska Legislature adopts rules for the session 
 


LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers took barely two hours to adopt permanent rules Thursday, after
approving a handful of noncontroversial rules changes. 


The vote on permanent rules represented a quiet end to a process that drew record public interest,
including from former GOP gubernatorial candidate Charles W. Herbster. 


In the end, the Legislature heeded the advice of State Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, the Rules
Committee chairman. He said Thursday that he wanted to get the rules adopted quickly so
lawmakers could move on to deal with other issues this session. 


The public focus on legislative rules began well before the November election, when the Nebraska
First PAC, founded by Herbster, sought pledges from senators and candidates that they would vote
for a rules change to do away with secret ballots for electing legislative leaders. 


That idea was among more than 55 rules changes proposed in the early days of the session. The
number of proposals resulted in a public hearing that lasted close to nine hours and drew more than
100 people. 


But the Rules Committee decided against advancing any hot-button proposals, such as getting rid of
secret ballots or closing committee deliberations to the press. They also left out proposals to
eliminate the prayers that start each legislative day, revamp the redistricting process, set minimum
hours of debate before a filibuster-ending cloture motion could be considered or allow pets in the
Capitol. 


Erdman said he expects to bring up the secret ballot issue later in the session. If so, the proposal
would have to have a new public hearing and go through committee deliberation again. 


Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha sought approval of one controversial proposal that had not
made the Rules Committee package. Her rules change would have barred firearms and other deadly
weapons from legislative areas of the Capitol, except those carried by military and law enforcement
officials. 


Currently, concealed weapons are banned in the Capitol but there are no restrictions on carrying
firearms otherwise. 


Sen. Jane Raybould of Lincoln supported the change, arguing that deadly weapons are banned in
many local government buildings. She raised concerns about the safety and security of the public
and staff members. 


But Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon argued against it, saying the proposal would take away people’s
constitutional rights to bear arms based on someone’s feelings. Erdman also cited the Second
Amendment in his opposition. He said he thought the Legislature was fine as is. 







While Cavanaugh’s proposal failed, lawmakers adopted one rules change that was not part of the
Rules Committee package. The proposal, by Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha, allows veterans or
active members of the military to lead lawmakers in the daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 


By Martha Stoddard 


 


Nebraska Examiner: Senator says bill luring semiconductor plant to Nebraska would have
biggest economic impact ‘since corn’ 
 


LINCOLN — Nebraska needs to tap into the federal push to increase domestic manufacturing of
semiconductors, an effort that could create more than 4,700 jobs paying an average of $84,500 per
year, State Sen. Mike McDonnell of Omaha said Thursday. 


This week, McDonnell introduced Legislative Bill 616, which would authorize the state to match any
federal funds that semiconductor manufacturers locating in Nebraska obtain under the federal
CHIPS for America Act. 


“This legislation has the potential to have the biggest economic impact to the State of Nebraska
since corn,” McDonnell said. 


That would be a big impact — Nebraska is traditionally the third-largest corn-producing state in the
union, generating an estimated $10 billion from corn production in 2021. 


The federal CHIPS act, signed into law by President Joe Biden in August, allocated $54.2 billion to
help build chip plants in the U.S., to rebuild an industry that had fled overseas. 


Already, some plants are in the works, including a $40 billion facility in upstate New York planned by
Micron Technologies, a company pursued by Nebraska in the mid-1990s until it decided to locate in
Utah. 


In response, several states, including Michigan, Tennessee and Ohio, have passed, or are in the
process of passing, financial incentives to lure factories to their states. 


Passing incentives here, McDonnell said, would position Nebraska as a potential site for a
semiconductor plant and related businesses. 


The University of Nebraska at Omaha College of Business Administration estimated that such a
facility would generate up to 4,735 high-paying jobs. 


UNO projected that nine companies would locate in the state, investing $5.5 billion in new facilities
and in the production and operation of semiconductor manufacturing. The ongoing impact of such
manufacturing would add $2.7 billion to Nebraska’s gross domestic product, the university
estimated. 


LB 617, dubbed the Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS) Act, calls for
the allocation of $20 million in state funds to help train workers for the semiconductor industry in a
collaboration between Metro Community College and UNO. 


McDonnell has been working with a Woburn, Massachusetts, company, Nantero Inc., that is



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskalegislature.gov%2FFloorDocs%2F108%2FPDF%2FIntro%2FLB617.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C55b67816008343c12ca808dafafa80cc%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638098251070945451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X%2BnAE0%2FLBoEDE9s4xrliLLC0Yry%2FJbCpp9gQvoYmIow%3D&reserved=0





interested in situating a plant in Nebraska. That company’s director has ties to Nebraska but was not
immediately available for comment Thursday evening. 


By Paul Hammel 


 


Kearney Hub: Buffalo County Sen. Briese submits state government efficiency review bill 
 


BUFFALO COUNTY – State Sen. Tom Briese has submitted a bill in the Nebraska Legislature to carry
out an efficiency review of the state government. 


Briese, who represents District 41, which includes Buffalo County, excluding Kearney, and Hall
County, excluding Grand Island, told Kearney Hub such a review is needed. 


“When we’re dealing with taxpayer dollars, we have a solemn obligation to ensure those dollars are
utilized in the most efficient manner possible,” he said Wednesday. “The status quo should never be
acceptable.” 


Per LB-684, the Department of Administrative Services would “contract with an entity to assist the
state with significantly improving government services of state agencies.” 


The review would start July 2023 and conclude in June 2025. 


The aim is to “reduce costs while improving quality,” with a target of “25% improvement” overall. 


Among the 194 state agencies that would be reviewed are: Department of Agriculture, Department
of Banking & Finance, Department of Correctional Services, Department of Economic Development,
Department of Health & Human Services, Department of Justice, Department of Labor, Department
of Motor Vehicles, Department of Natural Resources, Department of Revenue, Department of
Transportation, State Department of Education, and the Nebraska Accountability & Disclosure
Commission. 


Even the Board of Barber Examiners would be reviewed. 


There are many benefits that come with fostering greater efficiency, said Briese. 


“We can save money and hopefully provide services in a better means and more efficient manner,”
he said. “It’s about delivery of services and saving taxpayer money.” 


Briese has submitted similar legislation in the past. For example, in 2021 he introduced LB-213, a bill
to audit the state government. 


Such efforts are a passion for Briese, he said, “because of the obligation we have to the taxpayers
and all Nebraska to make sure their dollars are spent wisely.” 


There are no specific inefficiencies that are causing Briese alarm, he said. 


“I’m simply trying to locate those inefficiencies,” he said. “We’re looking for ways for government to
do a better job in every arena.” 


Briese has heard concerns from his constituents about such inefficiencies, he said. 







“I had a conversation with a constituent some time ago complaining about the operation of a
department within state government,” he said. “It really reinforced my opinion that, yes, we need to
try to root out any inefficiency and make sure we run state government in as efficient a manner as
possible.” 


Briese is “cautiously optimistic” the bill will receive support from fellow legislators. 


“We have a responsibility as stewards of taxpayer dollars, as stewards of state government, that
Nebraskans get the most bang for their buck, that we’re utilizing their taxpayer dollars in as efficient
a manner as possible, and ensuring that we’re delivering services in the best way possible,” he said,
“for the benefit of all Nebraskans.” 


By Brandon Summers 


 


Flatwater Free Press: Omaha senator who drove grant process has ties to potential $40
million recipient 
 


Sen. Justin Wayne introduced and has been the driving force behind a bill that will soon deliver
hundreds of millions of dollars to North Omaha and other low-income neighborhoods in the city and
state – an unprecedented infusion of cash. 


A few months before introducing the bill, Wayne filed paperwork for a nonprofit, Sankofa
Development Corporation, which morphed last year into the Sankofa Innovation District, now led in
part by Wayne’s friend and fraternity brother. 


Sankofa Innovation District would receive $40 million – the single largest grant awarded – if the
Legislature approves a plan drafted by an outside consultant.  


In a series of interviews over the past week, Wayne, an Omaha Democrat, has said he has no current
involvement with or financial interest in the company that applied for grant funding. He confirmed
that he incorporated the original version of Sankofa but also said he did that work pro bono. He and
others, including Sen. Terrell McKinney, who along with Wayne represents most of North Omaha in
the Legislature, argued that Wayne’s connection to Sankofa isn’t a conflict of interest. 


“The organization that applied is not the organization that I incorporated,” Wayne said. 


Former lawmaker John Stinner, who chaired the Legislature’s Appropriations Committee when
Legislative Bill 1024 passed, and a political science professor both told the Flatwater Free Press that
Wayne disclosing his relationship upfront would have been a good idea.  


When funds enter a senator’s district, it’s common for that senator to have a relationship with
someone involved, said Stinner, a Republican from Gering. 


“That should not take away from the fact that they may be best served to execute the plan, as long
as it’s fully disclosed and everybody understood going in that that was the relationship that you’re
having to deal with,” Stinner said. 


The bill, called the Economic Recovery Act, passed the Legislature almost unanimously in 2022,







sending $335 million in Federal American Rescue Plan Act and state dollars to areas like North
Omaha, South Omaha and other areas hit hard by the pandemic. 


Much of that money was set aside for a grant program overseen by a special committee. The law
specifies that the committee be led by the senator who chairs the Legislature’s Urban Affairs
committee – last year, that was Wayne. Now, it’s McKinney.  


The special committee recommended the Legislature hire Nebraska engineering and design firm
Olsson to create a plan for using the money, which involved workshops with stakeholders and public
hearings.  


In August 2021, Wayne, a lawyer, signed incorporating documents for “Sankofa Development
Corporation.” Then, in January 2022 – the same month he introduced the bill – Wayne signed
incorporating documents for a nonprofit with a slightly different name: “Sankofa Economic
Development Corporation.” 


Wayne said he had the original idea for a concept using the word Sankofa but was busy. He told
friend and fraternity brother Victor Beanum about it, which Beanum confirmed with Flatwater Free
Press. Beanum loved the name and asked Wayne to incorporate it for him, he said – work Wayne
said he did for free.  


When it became clear Beanum and others involved with Sankofa were interested in grant funding,
Wayne said he told them he wanted nothing to do with it and they should start their own, new
company. 


Beanum, now a board member of Sankofa, said Wayne is not involved. He and Wayne said the
“Development Corporation” and “Innovation District” are completely separate efforts. The
corporation was focused on real estate use, Beanum said, while the Sankofa Innovation District is “a
virtual hub for small business, entrepreneurship, and innovation.” 


But state paperwork suggests that the two ideas are linked.  


Amended documents for Sankofa Economic Development Corporation were filed Sept. 29, 2022,
without Wayne’s name associated. On Oct. 21, the same four people that signed that
documentation signed articles of incorporation for “Sankofa Innovation District.” 


State paperwork for both entities lists the same primary function: “to restore value to the
community by directly and indirectly acquiring, developing, and selling vacant and abandoned
properties in cooperation with stakeholders and residents for the benefit of the community.”  


The state received 367 applications for funding. Each was given a unique ID number and evaluated
using a rubric approved by the special committee that Wayne chaired, according to Olsson’s report.
The applications were reviewed three times and also scored according to economic impact. 


According to its grant application, Sankofa Innovation District plans to create a centralized hub “for
innovation, entrepreneurship, and high paying jobs” at 16th and Locust Street. The wide-ranging set
of efforts and partnerships estimated a total budget of nearly $458 million and requested almost
$139 million in grant funding. 


“More than just ‘a building’ or ‘a campus’ the Sankofa Innovation District (‘Sankofa’) will be the
mecca of entrepreneurship and innovation (E&I) in the Midwest,” the application reads. “… At







Sankofa, we’re building and championing a place and an idea that, hundreds of years from now,
history will celebrate as changing the world and forever improving human conditions both in North
Omaha and around the world.” 


Martin Williams, the Innovation District’s incorporator and president of its board, could not be
reached for comment. Michael Piernicky with Olsson said the contractor was told by the special
committee to direct all media requests to McKinney’s office.  


Sankofa was recommended to receive far more funding than any other proposal in North Omaha.
The next-biggest North Omaha recommendation was a $20 million project submitted by the Omaha
Economic Development Corporation, one of two projects from that organization that Olsson
recommended funding. In South Omaha, Olsson recommended that Southside Redevelopment
Corporation receive $39 million for a project.  


Wayne said he has been no more involved with the current Sankofa organization than he has with
other groups interested in funding. He confirmed that he has spoken to Sankofa Innovation District
board members and other entities involved with the idea – Creighton University, for example – and
encouraged them to come together, he said.  


He and McKinney did the same thing with South Omaha leaders, Wayne said. 


In an interview this week, Wayne initially said he would declare a conflict of interest and not vote on
a bill if it’s specific to LB 1024, to avoid any perception of a conflict.  


Later the same day, he said he didn’t see why he would declare a conflict, given he has no financial
stake in the company and it’s a separate entity from the one he helped. McKinney agreed that
there’s no conflict.  


”If people in the community feel like I shouldn’t, I won’t vote on it,” Wayne said. “But I don’t know
why.”  


The proposed $40 million to Sankofa and other projects are still several steps from actually being
funded. The funding recommendations will become a bill that goes through the typical lawmaking
process, including deliberation by a committee, any potential changes to the bill, and finally votes by
the full Legislature. Wayne is no longer the chair of that committee, but was recently appointed as a
member. 


Both Wayne and Ja Keen Fox, a community advocate, suggested that Wayne himself and the funding
effort are receiving extra scrutiny. Fox emphasized that it’s because much of the funding is flowing
to North Omaha, a historically Black area. 


Fox said he has heard North Omaha community members raise questions about the grant process
similar to the questions Flatwater Free Press asked for this story. Fox did not directly apply for
funding, but has helped groups who did apply and is in touch with Wayne and McKinney.  


“There’s always an elevated need to be pristine and perfect in the way that Black people operate in
America, specifically in conservative states like Nebraska,” he said, referring to the level of scrutiny
on Wayne’s relationship to Sankofa and also the selection process, generally.  


“This is a symptom of that larger, systemic paternalism kind of thing,” Fox said. “That we need to be
removed from our own processes for it to somehow be fair.” 







Stinner said he would be “shocked” if there was an actual conflict of interest. There was ample
discussion about such conflicts last year during debate, he said.  


“I would think that Justin Wayne would be particularly careful – along with any other senators sitting
on that oversight (committee) – be particularly careful not to have some kind of self-dealing,”
Stinner said. 


Ari Kohen, a political science professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, said that Wayne’s
explanation – that he incorporated the documents for a friend – makes sense on its face. But, in
politics, appearances matter. 


“It’s very hard on the first blush to know whether it’s a serious problem or the appearance of a
problem,” Kohen said, and it’s further complicated by the fact that Wayne had a hand in setting the
parameters that led to the selection of the group. 


“I would want to see a statement from him as they went into that committee’s work saying, ‘Full
disclosure, I’ve been involved in the incorporation of an organization that might want to do this,’”
Kohen said.  


Fox said he believes Wayne and McKinney have handled this expertly, but also sees opportunities for
transparency to address community anxiety around the funding.  


One question in the community: Who or what is Sankofa? 


Fox said even he hadn’t heard of the effort before it was recommended to receive the $40 million
grant.  


He said he’s talking to Wayne and McKinney about organizing an informational meeting where
organizations with recommended projects present their proposals to people in North Omaha. 


“I think for it to be so new to get this amount of investment is a scary thing,” he said. “… I think the
community is rightfully wary, and that’s whose anxieties we should be prioritizing, especially in this
moment.” 


By Sara Gentzler 


 


Nebraska Examiner: Watchdog group says State Capitol Bible study leader should
register as lobbyist 
 


LINCOLN — Every Wednesday morning during Nebraska legislative sessions, a group of about a
dozen state senators gather over breakfast for a Bible study led by a former pastor who used to be a
county Republican Party chairman. 


Later in the day, over a provided lunch, Arin Hess, the chaplain and president of Capitol Studies,
holds a Bible study for legislative staff at the State Capitol or a nearby state building. 


But while Hess maintains that he’s merely maintaining a four-decade-long tradition of “serving civil
servants with Scripture” at the State Capitol, some watchdogs of the Legislature, along with at least
one state senator, contend that what happens at those studies amounts to lobbying and that Hess







should register as one. 


On Thursday, Common Cause Nebraska called on Hess to “immediately” register as a lobbyist, saying
his teachings have led to the introduction of bills. The government watchdog group also said Hess’
work fits the definition of a lobbyist, which is one “who attempts to affect matters before the
Nebraska Legislature on behalf of another.” 


“While Hess and Capitol Studies are within their rights to advocate for policy related to their faith,
lobbyists and their principals should not escape regulation,” said Gavin Geis, the executive director
of Common Cause Nebraska. 


Hess, during interviews last fall with the Nebraska Examiner and again on Thursday, said he doesn’t
see a reason to register. 


‘Lobbying for Jesus’ 


“About the only thing I can be guilty of is lobbying for Jesus,” said Hess, who is a former minister at
Community Bible Church in Norfolk, where he once served as a county GOP chairman. 


The call to register comes as concern is rising about the growing influence of “Christian nationalism”
on state and federal policies. Christian nationalism is a belief that the United States is a “Christian
nation” and for Christians alone. 


It has led to concerns about how people with other religious beliefs and atheists are treated, the
treatment of the LGBTQ+ community and how it is influencing the introduction of some bills. 


For instance, State Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, who has praised Hess as “great encouragement”
and someone “sent by God,” has introduced a bill the past two years calling for the posting of the
national motto, “In God We Trust,” in prominent places in each school building. 


Bills promoted by WallBuilders 


Such proposals have been among the national initiatives of WallBuilders, a Texas-based group that
emphasizes “the moral, religious, and constitutional foundation on which America was built.” 


Two other bills introduced in the past two years, involving medical ethics and the protection of
religious rights, appear to be inspired by WallBuilders, according to Geis. The purpose of that group,
he said, is clearly to influence legislation. 


Hess said that his Bible studies do utilize WallBuilders videos and that he and some state senators
attended a recent WallBuilders convention, but he said his group is not affiliated with WallBuilders. 


 “They’re just another reference for us,” he said. 


Hess said he does not help draft legislation, as WallBuilders does. “That’s not my place.” 


Erdman and Glenvil Sen. Dave Murman, another regular attendee at Capital Studies meetings,
rejected the idea that Hess was engaged in lobbying and needed to register as one. 


Murman said the country would fall apart without a moral code to live by. 


“They provide Christian morals and values. I guess if you call that influencing legislation, that’s a
good thing,” he said. 







But others have concerns. 


Bellevue Sen. Carol Blood said she is uncomfortable with the Bible study group’s use of state
facilities for meetings, the use of state email to promote the meetings and the access to legislative
offices by Hess during the pandemic. 


Would other religious groups, she asked, get the same accommodation? 


Patrick O’Donnell, the recently retired Clerk of the Legislature, said he was careful about the
appearance of “a religious organization doing business in a public building.” 


Because of that, the Bible studies had been held in the Capitol’s cafeteria, which was considered
publicly available space because the food service there had been closed. 


More recently, after the cafeteria reopened, Capitol Studies has been meeting outside the State
Capitol, in a meeting room in a state office building across the street. At other times, Bible studies
have been held in a senator’s office. O’Donnell said lawmakers are free to choose what meetings
they have in their own offices. 


Hess, who served 40 years as a pastor in Norfolk, took over as chaplain and president of Capital
Studies in May 2021 after the death of the previous director, Perry Gauthier. It is funded by
donations and billed as nondenominational and nonpartisan. 


Up to 900 people a day visit the State Capitol, Hess said, and his job is to “serve the officials and their
staff members by providing prayer, Bible study and spiritual support in their daily lives.” 


An ‘under shepherd’ 


“I’m coming in as an under shepherd for Jesus Christ to pastor for these people,” he said. 


The Bible studies focus on topics such as “Christian Ancestry” and “Select Psalms for Civil Servants.” 


Hess said if the Bible study topic touches on legislation that is being being debated, he will make
reference to it, though he feels he is only pointing out what the Gospels say. 


“I am not going to change their viewpoint,” he said. Rather, it’s “Let’s look at what the Bible has to
say.” 


“When the Bible doesn’t speak specifically on an issue, I pray that God will clearly show the path
they should take,” Hess added. 


He said he doesn’t feel that Capitol Studies gets any preferential treatment because other religious
group could set up similar meetings if they chose to. 


Geis, of Common Cause, said what is taught at the Bible studies is not the point, it’s that what is
taught is influencing senators and leading to legislation, which means that lobbying is occurring. 


Kate High, a Common Cause board member from Lincoln, first raised concerns about Capitol
Studies. 


She said that, on her own behalf, she filed a complaint with the Internal Revenue Service this fall
about the group’s 501(C)(3) status, arguing that Capitol Studies violates the prohibition of excessive
lobbying. 







High said she thinks Hess needs to register as a lobbyist. 


“I do believe that people have a right to their own religious ideas,” High said. “But you just need to
touch the bases and follow the rules like everyone else.” 


By Paul Hammel 


 


OWH: Snow and rain that fell across Nebraska is good news for the drought, but more is
needed 
 


From border to border, Nebraska set records this week for precipitation — the latest in a wave of
storms that are expected to help the state’s drought conditions. 


Still, significantly more moisture is needed to dig the state — and the region — out of its deep hole.
The same generally holds true for the Omaha metro area. 


“There’s nothing but upside with this (storm),” said Corey Mead, a meteorologist with the National
Weather Service office in Valley. The Wednesday storm brought a mess of freezing rain and some
snow to the Omaha area but heavy snowfall to other areas. 


Significantly more precipitation is needed, Mead said, to end the drought. 


Scottsbluff, Hastings, Grand Island, Lincoln, Norfolk and Omaha set daily records Wednesday for
precipitation, according to the National Weather Service. A daily record is based on a calendar date
and is not an all-time record. 


In Omaha, 0.52 inches of precipitation fell, breaking the previous daily record for Jan. 18 of 0.40
inches, set in 1979. 


The storm was able to produce significant precipitation because it pulled warm, moist air northward
from the Gulf of Mexico. 


In the metro area, the ground is just warm enough that it likely is absorbing some of this storm’s
precipitation, said Scott Evans, a horticulturist with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in
Douglas and Sarpy Counties. 


Based on sensors at the extension office near 80th Street and West Center Road, he said, the soil
temperature is a degree or two above freezing. 


“(That) would imply that there is some patchy frost in the ground that could impede some moisture
moving into the soil,” Evans said. “However, we do think this weather event will help ease some of
the moisture deficit — how much, not sure.” 


Virtually all of Nebraska remains classified as in drought, based on the U.S. Drought Monitor, a map
that is updated weekly. That map is based on conditions as of Tuesday, before the latest storm hit. 


A fraction of a percentage of Nebraska, located on the Kansas border, is considered in near-drought
status. 


On Thursday, the U.S. Climate Prediction Center released the long-term national outlook for
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drought. While seasonal forecasts are difficult and things could change, the update indicates there’s
no sign of improvement for Nebraska in the months ahead. 


Thus far, northeast and southwest Nebraska is where the state has seen improvements in drought
intensity in recent weeks. 


Looking back further, to the start of the “water year,” the state remains in worse shape. The water
year begins each fall after plants stop pulling moisture from the ground. 


Below are the percentages of Nebraska considered to be in extreme drought or worse as of: 


Tuesday: 45.24% 


Jan. 1: 56.71% 


Start of water year (fall 2022): 30.52% 


According to the National Drought Mitigation Center, which is housed at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and which publishes the national drought map, the benefits of these winter storms will be
better understood after the spring melt. When that happens, scientists will get a better sense of
whether rains and snows have replenished soil moisture and aquifer levels. 


By Nancy Gaarder 


 


AP: Death penalty sought for man charged in Nebraska killings 
 


Prosecutors in northeastern Nebraska will seek the death penalty for a man charged in the killings of
four people last summer in the small town of Laurel. 


Assistant Nebraska Attorney General Corey O’Brien filed notice on Tuesday of aggravating
circumstances that would justify a death sentence for Jason Jones, 42, if he’s convicted. 


Jones is charged with arson, weapons counts and four counts of first-degree murder in the August
killings of Gene Twiford, 86, and his wife, Janet Twiford, 85; their daughter, Dana Twiford, 55; and
Michele Ebeling, 53. 


Prosecutors say Jones started fires at the victims’ homes after they were killed. A day later police
found Jones in his wife’s house — which sits across the street from Ebeling’s home — suffering from
severe burns. He was hospitalized for two months before being released and moved to a prison in
Lincoln to await trial. He’s being held without bond. 


Some of the aggravating circumstances O’Brien laid out include the accusations that Jones
committed multiple killings within a short period of time; that he did so during the commission of
other felonies; that at least two of the killings were carried out in an effort to keep the victims from
identifying the killer; and that the fires were set to try to conceal the killer’s identity. 


Jones has filed notice that he will not enter a plea at his arraignment set for Monday while his
attorneys challenge the constitutionality of the state’s death penalty. 


Attorneys with the Nebraska Commission on Public Advocacy, which often represents defendants in
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death penalty cases, are representing Jones. The attorneys — Todd Lancaster and Matthew
McDonald — did not immediately return messages Thursday seeking comment. 


Jones’ wife, 43-year-old Carrie Jones, was arrested last month and charged with first-degree murder
in the death of Gene Twiford, as well as tampering with evidence and being an accessory for
reportedly hiding her husband as authorities searched for him. The arrest affidavit that holds details
of the accusations against her has been sealed from public view. 


She is being held on $1 million bail and is set to be arraigned Tuesday. Her attorney, Doug Stratton
of Norfolk, declined to comment when reached Thursday. 


Laurel is a community of less than 1,000 people, about 100 miles (160 kilometers) northwest of
Omaha. 


By Margery A. Beck 


 


LJS Editorial, 1/20: Third term for legislators is good option 
 


Next year, Nebraska voters are certain to be asked to allow state senators to serve three consecutive
terms in Legislature 


That is because 40 of the 49 senators have signed on to LR22CA, a constitutional amendment
proposed by Sen. Robert Dover of Norfolk that would increase the state’s legislative term limit from
two four-year terms to three. 


A legislative newcomer who was appointed to fill the unexpired District 20 term after Sen. Mike
Flood was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives last summer, Dover said he brought the
amendment after discussions with legislative staff, lobbyists and current and former senators. 


“To a person, they said (term limits) took away from the consistency at the Capitol and that it wasn’t
a good thing,” Dover told the Journal Star. “That’s why I brought it forward – to fix something that
needs to be fixed.” 


That problem – the lack of continuity in addressing issues which can take years to create a passable
solution, a loss of legislative knowledge and leadership and the resultant increase in the influence of
the governor and executive branch – has been apparent since the first year in which term limits,
approved by voters in 2000, took effect. 


In 2006, 20 state senators were forced out because of term limits. An additional 16 followed in 2008,
That was more than 70% of the Legislature gone in two years. 


That turnover has inevitably continued following the seven elections since – with 13 senators forced
out last year. 


A handful of senators, including most notably former Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers and this year,
Lincoln Sen. Danielle Conrad, have sat out four years, and were again elected to the seat they
previously held. But those cases have been few and far between. 


Given the 40 of 49 signing on to the bill, it’s surprising that a similar constitutional amendment







proposed by Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne two years ago failed to advance. Perhaps, there has been
enough disruptive turnover in the Legislature that senators have, at last, recognized there is
something they can do to mitigate the damage of the two-term limit. 


The Journal Star editorial board has long opposed term limits for any office, believing that voters
have the opportunity to “limit” the term of any incumbent at the ballot box every four years. There,
however, appears to be no effort underway to eliminate entirely them for the Legislature, which also
would require a constitutional amendment. 


In that case, we strongly support LR22CA, which appears destined to be overwhelmingly approved
by the Legislature, with no chance for a successful filibuster, and will support extending the limit to
three terms when it is on the 2024 general election ballot. 


 


LJS: How about funding lunches? 
 


Our new governor while running for office expressed a special interest in education of our children.
Studies have shown that children need proper nutrition to do well in school. 


The state seems to have some extra funds available to spend on good programs. My suggestion
would be to apply those funds to a school lunch program to ensure every child gets a no-charge
lunch regardless of income. 


John Elgin Hicks, Lincoln 


 


LJS: Abortion bill won't work 
 


State Sen. Joni Albrecht estimated her bill to ban abortions after six weeks would “eliminate 85% of
abortions in the state.” The last word in her claim, “state,” serves as an important qualifier — well-
off Nebraskans who need abortions will go to Colorado, a state which has steadfast respect for the
autonomy of pregnant people. However, her central claim that abortion bans will eliminate
abortions is flimsy and inaccurate. 


What Albrecht’s bill, publicly supported by around 30 of her colleagues, seeks to do is put abortions
in the shadows. Decades prior, when abortion was outright illegal in wide swaths of the country,
images of the bloody corpse of Gerri Santoro after a self-administered abortion, sparked outrage
and became a symbol of the oppression of pregnant people. 


Thankfully, advancements in pharmaceuticals have created medication with less risk -- medication
that the state, no matter what Joni Albrecht or Gov. Jim Pillen says, will never be able to stop
Nebraskans from importing and self-administering. Nebraskans will continue to get abortions, but
they will get them outside the medical/legal system. 


Because this is the ultimate goal of Albrecht and the entire conservative movement — suffering.
They know they cannot actually stop abortions, so they will make anyone who seeks a safe medical







procedure have to risk it all. Exemptions for rape and incest mean nothing when prosecutors and
police departments seldom prosecute and investigate these claims. If these bills pass, we will be
further denying freedom to pregnant people to seek medical advice. 


Matt Baldwin, Lincoln 


 


AP: State laws vary widely on whether felons can run for office 
 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The case of a defeated New Mexico candidate arrested in a politically
motivated shooting spree has turned a spotlight on an issue that has been evolving in the states:
whether people with criminal convictions are eligible to run for public office. 


Solomon Peña overwhelmingly lost a bid for the New Mexico statehouse as a Republican and is
accused of paying four men to shoot at the homes of four Democratic officials. He had denied his
loss and made baseless claims that the November election was “rigged” against him, even though he
received just 26% of the vote against the longtime Democratic incumbent. 


While the case raises alarms over politically motivated violence in the U.S., it also highlights
differences across the country in whether people with past criminal convictions can run for office.
Peña spent nine years behind bars after being convicted of being part of a retail theft ring. 


The states have a range of laws for reinstating rights to felons. In most states, the ability to seek
state or local office coincides with the restoration of voting rights. 


But even in some states where the vote is restored automatically, felons still need to get a pardon or
expungement to run for office, said Margaret Love, co-founder and director of the Collateral
Consequences Resource Center, which keeps a 50-state database on restoration of rights. 


Some states, including Louisiana and Nebraska, have additional time requirements on when
someone’s eligibility to run for office can be restored. States that require a pardon can vary on who
has the pardoning authority. 


Peña, 39, was arrested in April 2007, accused of stealing electronics and other goods from several
retail stores as part of a burglary crew. He was released from prison in 2016, and had his voting
rights restored after completing five years of probation in 2021, corrections officials said. 


His opponent last year filed a lawsuit questioning Peña’s eligibility to seek office, but New Mexico
District Court Judge Joshua Allison said the state constitution only required that he be a qualified
voter to be eligible for elected office. In a ruling that is being appealed, the judge said any attempt
by the state legislature to impose additional requirements would be unconstitutional. 


In New Mexico, voting rights are now automatically reinstated upon completion of a sentence,
Lauren Rodriguez, communications director for the state attorney general’s office, said in a written
response to questions. 


Some states don’t allow those with felony convictions to run for office, while others impose various
restrictions. 


Earlier this month, on the two-year anniversary of his participation in the attack on the U.S. Capitol,
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former West Virginia state lawmaker Derrick Evans announced he would run for a U.S. House seat in
2024. That’s despite pleading guilty to a felony civil disorder charge in 2022. 


With his felony conviction and a sentence that includes three years of probation, state law would
prohibit Evans from voting or seeking state or local office. Under that law, even when he finishes his
sentence he would be unable to run again for the legislature or for magistrate, a limited judicial post
that is open to non-lawyers. 


There are no such limits to run for federal office. 


University of Iowa law professor Derek Muller said the Constitution’s 14th Amendment spells out
who would be unable to run for federal office. The list includes those who took an oath to support
the U.S. Constitution and then engaged in insurrection or rebellion, or those who gave aid or
comfort to the country’s enemies. 


“That’s the only thing that expressly disqualifies you under the Constitution,” he said. 


Donald Kersey III, deputy secretary and general counsel for the West Virginia secretary of state’s
office, said Evans was not convicted of insurrection or treason and therefore appears eligible to run
for Congress. 


In Georgia, a person convicted of a felony involving “moral turpitude” can hold office only if the state
Board of Pardons and Paroles grants a pardon or a restoration of civil and political rights. Most
violent crimes and most felonies involving stealing money are crimes of moral turpitude, but some,
like felony DUI, are not. 


A felony conviction in Illinois bars people from holding any municipal office — for instance, as a city
mayor or village board trustee — unless they receive a pardon or the state’s governor restores their
rights. Illinois also bars people with a felony conviction from serving as a county sheriff, or taking on
a political office overseeing a fire protection district, a public library board or a park district. 


In Virginia, people convicted of felonies are automatically stripped of their civil rights. The state
constitution gives the governor the sole discretion to restore them, apart from gun rights. With the
restoration of voting rights comes the ability to seek public office. 


Candidates with felony criminal records can hold office in New Hampshire once their sentences are
finished, except for those convicted of bribery or corruption to get elected or obtain an
appointment. 


Louisianans approved a constitutional amendment in 1997 that barred convicted felons from
seeking or holding public office for 15 years following the completion of their sentence. But a 2016
state Supreme Court ruling nullified it. 


In 2018, state voters again overwhelmingly passed a constitutional amendment on the subject. This
one prohibits convicted felons, unless pardoned, from seeking or holding public office until five years
after completing their sentence. 


In Nebraska, the law has several steps. First is a two-year wait after the completion of a sentence to
have voting rights restored. That allows someone to seek office, but not hold it — which requires a
pardon. 


Sam Titus, 66, defeated the incumbent Democrat in his Burt County supervisor race in November.
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But to take office, he had to wait until his pardon was granted more than a month later by a panel
that included the governor, secretary of state and attorney general. 


Titus had two felony convictions from years ago, including for buying a stolen planter for his farm,
which he described as a “poor decision.” He served probation and thought the convictions had been
expunged. He discovered the pardon requirement after winning a race in 2020 for the local airport
authority board and learning he could not be sworn in. 


Titus applied for a pardon in January 2021 but did not get a hearing until December 2022. He said he
told voters about his criminal record as he campaigned and explained he would need a pardon to be
seated. 


Titus said his situation shows how difficult it can be to deal with the legal system, but also why states
should provide a pathway for felons who have done their time to serve the public. 


“Our lawmakers truly need to realize how important it is to help those that have changed their lives,
understand their wrongs, are good people, want to move forward, want to do the right thing and
want to give back to those people that they have hurt,” he said. 


By Gary Fields and Josh Funk 


 


AP: Railroad’s plan to test idea to cut train crews put on hold 
 


OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Union Pacific’s latest attempt to move toward cutting its train crews down to
one person remains on hold because of the longstanding safety concerns of the union that
represents conductors. 


The railroad had wanted to start a pilot project this year in the western end of its home state of
Nebraska to test out how quickly a conductor based in a truck could respond to train problems and
compare that to how fast the conductor aboard the train could address them. 


But the Transportation Division of the International Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and
Transportation Workers union refused to agree to the plan because it believes train conductors play
a crucial safety role. 


UP executives told the Federal Railroad Administration that their plan would have helped them
determine how feasible it would be to reduce train crews down to just an engineer and might give
the agency valuable information to consider as it weighs whether to issue a rule requiring two-
person crews. 


The pilot program wouldn’t have actually reduced the train crew down to one because Union Pacific
would have kept conductors on their trains while adding ground-based conductors to test out their
response. 


Union Pacific has been undaunted in pursuing one-person crews even after the FRA proposed a rule
last summer that would require two people in the cab of a locomotive in most circumstances. The
railroad argues that modern technology — particularly the automatic braking system railroads were
required to install in recent years — makes the conductor unnecessary on a train and executives
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believe that moving conductors off of trains would improve their quality of life by giving them more
predictable schedules and keeping them from going on the road. 


UP spokeswoman Kristen South said the railroad can’t move forward with its plan “without it being
agreed upon through collective bargaining.” 


The union confirmed in a letter that no such agreement has been reached. 


The SMART-TD union has long opposed moving conductors out of locomotives, arguing they help
monitor track conditions and radio communications while ensuring that engineers remain alert and
respond to any emergencies or mechanical problems on the train. In the case of a derailment or
collision, conductors are the first ones to respond before any additional help can arrive. 


SMART-TD President Jeremy Ferguson urged regulators to approve their proposed rule requiring
two-person crews at a hearing last month because “conductors are observing track conditions while
engineers are obligated to split their attention between monitoring the controls and the track.
Having conductors on trains saves lives, and prevents disasters in ways technology cannot. Artificial
intelligence absolutely has a role to play, but it cannot replace authentic human intelligence in
railroading.” 


One of the most striking examples of the benefit of having a conductor on board came during a fiery
2013 derailment near Casselton, North Dakota, when the conductor was able to help separate
undamaged tank cars filled with crude oil from the rest of the train so they could be pulled away
from the fire. 


Ferguson also cited an example of a time when a conductor was able to get a young boy off the
tracks before the train hit him by stepping out on the front of the locomotive and waving him away. 


But the railroad’s spokeswoman, South, said “a conductor’s job primarily consists of preparing a
train for departure and addressing mechanical issues that occur on a route.” And UP believes those
duties could be best handled by someone based on the ground who responds to any problems
within a certain territory. The railroad even created a video touting their idea. 


In addition to the safety concerns, the union also raises practical questions about whether a
conductor driving a truck would even be able to reach a train in remote locations where no roads
are near the tracks. Plus, a conductor in a truck could easily get delayed in traffic. 


In the western Nebraska location where UP wanted to start testing its idea, those concerns wouldn’t
come into play much because the area is rural and a major highway runs right along the tracks. The
job of a ground-based conductor would get more complicated in mountainous terrain or urban areas
with heavy traffic around the tracks. UP had planned to test its concept in those kind of areas later. 


By Josh Funk 
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NTV: Governor answers concerns regarding St. Francis ministries financial stability
 
Concerns have grown over the financial stability of St. Francis ministries - a Kansas foster care contractor.
In 2019, the agency was awarded a $197 million, five-year contract by the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) to oversee the care of abused and neglected children in the Omaha
area.
Governor Pete Ricketts was asked if the state should be sending money to St. Francis when their financial
stability is under question.
Ricketts said they have spoken with the CEO, William Clarke of St. Francis ministries.
He said they have talked to St. Francis a number of times regarding their financials and have received
information from them.
Ricketts said they will continue to monitor St. Francis to make sure that they can provide the services
they promised to provide for the state.
He said, “We will continue to make sure we are working with them. So, that if we are providing
additional resources to them to take care of our children and families here in the state, that we are doing
it in a way that makes sure that they are sustainable moving forward.
He also said they have discussed with St. Francis of how to meet staffing needs. Currently, St. Francis is
not meeting the workers per number of cases ratio.
The governor said they are having talks with DHHS about what they should to if the agency goes out of
business and can't provide those services.
 


OWH: Former CEO of child welfare contractor defends spending $80K on Cubs tickets
 
LINCOLN — Buying thousands of dollars’ worth of Chicago Cubs tickets was a “unique fundraising
opportunity” for the Kansas-based nonprofit that oversees child welfare cases in the Omaha area,
according to its former president and CEO.
The Rev. Bobby Smith, who led St. Francis Ministries until late October, took issue with reports about the
purchase in a statement to the World-Herald Tuesday.
“While I am disheartened by inaccurate and uninformed reporting, I remain confident that my team and
I were sincere in our efforts to transform St. Francis into a nationally and internationally respected
organization resembling its earliest missional context; one focused on the needs of vulnerable children
and families regardless of geography,” he said.
Smith sent the statement in response to reports of financial mismanagement on his watch at St. Francis.
The embattled agency holds a $197 million, five-year contract to oversee the care of abused and
neglected children in Douglas and Sarpy Counties.
The reports Smith cited include one submitted to Kansas child welfare officials by a whistleblower, who
said the agency had to borrow to pay foster parents while spending money on such things as $80,000
worth of Cubs tickets. The ticket purchase occurred at the same time that St. Francis was taking on the
Nebraska contract last year.
In his statement, Smith said a benefactor offered St. Francis a “revenue opportunity.” If St. Francis
advanced $65,000 for postseason tickets, he said, the agency could sell the tickets on the secondary
ticket market for more than face value. Smith said the benefactor returned the $65,000 when the Cubs
did not make the playoffs.
The other $15,000 worth of tickets, he said, were offered to community leaders to develop “strategic
relations” after St. Francis opened a Chicago office in 2018. Although Gov. Pete Ricketts’ family owns the
Chicago Cubs, the governor’s spokesman has said he did not know about the ticket purchase before it







emerged in media reports.
Smith also disputed that he was ever a “personal, business partner” with Bill Whymark, the president of
WMK Research.
The whistleblower report said a now-removed webpage identified Whymark and Smith as co-owners of
an IT company. The report said that Whymark had been hired to write a new suite of software for the
agency but that no software had been delivered in a year. The agency also suffered a major systems
crash after outsourcing its IT department to him.
An internal investigation launched by the St. Francis board in October reported a “potential conflict of
interest” between the two men. It also said that Whymark billed for an “improbable amount of time”
and that Smith spent a few minutes or less to review thousands of dollars of invoices from him.
The internal investigation also said Smith charged more than $469,000 on a pair of agency credit cards,
including on pricey hotels, meals at five-star restaurants, iTunes purchases, airline upgrades, charitable
gifts and more than $3,000 at a Chicago men’s clothing store touted as “specializing in luxury European
designer apparel.”
In his statement, Smith said that “to transform an organization requires tireless effort and commitment. I
accepted the demand of being on the road for days and weeks every month — travel that incurred
thousands of dollars spent on airlines, hotels, meals and donor development activities.”
An interim president was named when the investigation began. It ended last month with the official
departure of the agency’s top two officials — Smith and Tom Blythe, who had been chief operating
officer.
The agency is losing money on its Nebraska contract, on which it dramatically underbid the previous
provider. An internal investigation said Smith was warned that the contract would lose money, now
estimated at $27 million for the current fiscal year and $7.4 million the previous budget year. Ricketts
said Monday that the state is in negotiations with St. Francis over financial and other issues, as some
state lawmakers call for a special legislative investigation.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Starting Jan. 1, Nebraska drivers to get a break from record-high gas taxes
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska drivers will start the new year with a tax break.
Starting Jan. 1, the state motor fuels tax will drop to 28.7 cents per gallon, according to the Nebraska
Department of Revenue. That’s down 4.5 cents per gallon from the record high level of the last six
months.
The drop reflects a return to more normal driving patterns and, as a result, a more normal gas tax level.
State officials increased the tax by 3.9 cents per gallon on July 1 to offset a pandemic-driven loss of
revenues in the state’s road-building fund.
The State Highway Trust Fund gets money from three sources: gas taxes paid at the pump, sales taxes
paid on motor vehicles and a portion of each motor vehicle registration.
Gas tax revenues dropped after Gov. Pete Ricketts imposed travel restrictions and pushed for people to
stay home to curb the spread of the coronavirus. Sales taxes and motor vehicle registration revenues
dropped because county offices were closed and drivers were given more time to register their vehicles.
That triggered a state law that raises or lowers part of the gas tax, called the variable tax, to keep
revenues in balance with the roads budget. Adjustments are made every six months.
Lower-than-expected revenues early in the year pushed up the variable tax, while the drop for next year
reflects a return to more normal revenues.
Nebraska’s total gas tax also includes a fixed tax, set by state lawmakers at 16.3 cents per gallon, and a
wholesale tax, determined by the price of fuel. The wholesale tax dropped to 8.5 cents per gallon, down
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from 9.5 cents currently.
By Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Nebraska education leaders approve of Biden's pick
 
President-elect Joe Biden has chosen Miguel Cardona, Connecticut’s education chief and a lifelong
champion of public schools, to serve as education secretary.
The selection delivers on Biden’s promise to nominate someone with experience working in public
education and would fulfill his goal of installing an education chief who stands in sharp contrast to Betsy
DeVos, the current secretary. Democrats see her as an opponent of public schools, whereas Cardona is a
product of them.
Biden’s decision drew praise from public school advocates and the nation’s major teachers unions. Randi
Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teachers, called Cardona a “trusted partner” who
will reverse four years of “disaster” under DeVos.
The selection met with approval from two Nebraska education leaders Tuesday.
“Having an educator as a secretary of education is definitely a boost to the moral of our hardworking
educators after four long years of Secretary DeVos actively working to destroy public education,” said
Maddie Fennell, executive director of the Nebraska State Education Association.
Fennell said she looks forward to working with him. She noted his two decades of experience as a public
school educator, beginning as an elementary school teacher.
“In addition, his perspective as an educator of color is important as we seek to recruit and retain more
teachers, especially teachers of color, into our profession,” she said.
Nebraska Commissioner of Education Matt Blomstedt said Cardona has advocated for getting children
back into in-person learning during the pandemic.
“He’s been a big proponent of that,” Blomstedt said.
His position aligns with that of Blomstedt and Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, who have advocated for a
return to in-person learning, as long as it could be done safely.
Blomstedt said Cardona will bring a strong education background to the role.
Cardona understands the state leadership role in education policy and the current needs for state and
local education during the pandemic, Blomstedt said.
“His elementary background will be a strength as we seek to address the academic recovery needs for
early learning as we seek to address literacy and numeracy,” he said. “I know that Miguel will be a strong
partner for Nebraska and all states.”
 


Neb Farmer: New pulse crop checkoff begins in July
 
Rol Rushman and his son, Tyler, of Dalton, Neb., have been raising certified field pea seed since 2011.
About three years ago, Rushman and several other field pea producers participated in meetings that
gauged the interest in developing a state checkoff and commission dedicated to research and
development in the growing markets for pulse crops.
A dream of pulse crop growers in the state came to fruition in July when Nebraska’s Unicameral voted
44-0 in favor of LB 803, Venango state Sen. Dan Hughes' “Dry Pea and Lentil Resources Act,” establishing
a five-member Nebraska Dry Pea and Lentil Commission.
The commission will consist of one member from each of Nebraska’s three production districts, as well
as two at-large members, all with at least five years of experience in growing these crops. The law also
authorizes the collection of a 1% excise tax on the net market value of dry peas and lentils sold through
commercial market channels within the state, beginning on July 1, 2021.







Faculty and the administration at the University of Nebraska have worked with growers on the passage
of this legislation. Now that it has passed, UNL also is interested in partnering with growers to see how
they can help grow the industry.
“At one time, the price on peas was around $8.50 per bushel,” Rushman says. “There definitely was a
swing in interest, with demand coming from India and China.”
A few more acres were planted to field peas because of the high prices, but lately, demand has been
lower, and market prices have dipped. “There are still good markets that have been active, buying peas
in the offseason,” Rushman says.
Revenue coverage
The establishment of the commission, with members appointed by Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, will
allow Nebraska to become a member of the National Pulse Crops Coalition, administered by the USA Dry
Pea and Lentil Council/American Pulse Association.
Neighboring South Dakota, North Dakota and Montana all are members. The coalition helps provide
equity in the industry, revenue-based crop insurance coverage and a seat on the national board. The
Nebraska checkoff was a necessary component to the membership.
“This enables Nebraska growers to obtain revenue protection coverage through crop insurance,”
Rushman says. “In the years with low prices or low yields, or both, this is a big deal.”
The new commission may create general state policies and programs related to the discovery, promotion
and development of markets and industries for the use of dry peas, lentils, chickpeas or garbanzo beans,
faba beans or lupins grown in the state. It also may adopt an education and publicity program, make
grants and enter research contracts.
According to the law, the 1% checkoff will be levied and imposed on the grower at the time of sale or
delivery. The first purchaser will collect the tax and remit it to the commission. The commission can
adjust the levy after July 1, 2023, but it cannot be less than 1% or more than 2%.
“You have to treat peas differently than other crops,” Rushman says. “There is a learning curve to
growing them, but once you get set up, it works well.”
He notes that like any legume, peas add nitrogen back to the soil and have other agronomic benefits,
such as building organic matter.
“The real benefit,” Rushman says, “is that they are a cool-season legume, while all the others are warm-
season.”
Nebraska Extension and funding from a North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
program helped producers learn more about pulse crop production. In 2018, the combined acreage of
field peas, lentils and chickpeas in the state increased to about 80,000 acres.
In addition to Rushman, Steve Tucker of Venango also worked for passage of the law.
By Curt Arens
 


NTV: Fischer helps pitch Offutt Air Force Base as SPACECOM's headquarters
 
A final pitch was made for Offutt Air Force Base to serve as the location for U.S. SPACECOM’s
headquarters, according to U.S. Senator Deb Fischer.
“I was proud to join Team Nebraska in making the case to Air Force leadership that Offutt should serve
as the new home for Space Command. The patriotic men and women of Offutt as well as its strong
support from the surrounding community make it an excellent candidate for such a critical mission,” said
Fischer.
This pitch follows Offutt Air Force Base being named as one of six finalists for the headquarters.
Along with Fischer, Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts, University of Nebraska President Ted Carter, 55th
Wing Commander Col. Gavin P. Marks, Bellevue Mayor Rusty Hike, and Omaha Public Power District







President & CEO Timothy J. Burke were part of the pitch.
 


Norfolk DN: Nursing home workers, residents should start getting vaccinated next week
 
Some 8,700 Nebraskans who mostly work in health care had been vaccinated for COVID-19 as of
Monday morning, with plans to have the vaccines start being made available to pharmacies in the state
next week for use in nursing homes.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said the state is “banking” 11,700 Pfizer vaccine doses scheduled for this week, as well
as other doses that will be delivered to places like CVS and Walgreens for use at long-term care facilities.
“Just to be clear, we will not actually physically be taking delivery of those Pfizer vaccines this week. We
will be banking them. The federal government will hold onto them, then they will distribute them
directly to CVS and Walgreens and community pharmacies to be able to start that long-term care vaccine
program the week of Dec. 28,” Ricketts said Monday morning.
Ricketts made his comments during his last scheduled press conference of the year on the updates the
state is doing to slow the spread of the coronavirus. The next similar scheduled press conference will be
Monday, Jan. 4.
Ricketts said from what he has seen, more people are becoming willing to take the vaccine.
“As we see more of this information come out, I think people will get more comfortable,” he said. “But it
does require us to do this type of education.”
Dr. Kevin J. Reichmuth, a pulmonologist in Lincoln, said polls indicate that there is an increase in people
who are willing to take the vaccinations.
Nationally, there have been more than 600,000 people vaccinated, mostly health care workers, he said.
“The saying in public health is that vaccines don’t save lives, vaccinations do,” Reichmuth said. “So we
have to get people vaccinated, and part of that is going to be educating and reassuring (and reeducating)
as this goes.”
Reichmuth said he appreciates the decreasing numbers of people with the coronavirus and being
hospitalized, which “is no small accident.”
That also translates into hospital beds. The governor said 36% of Nebraska hospital beds are available, in
addition to 41% of intensive care units and 74% of ventilators, which are all improvements in recent
weeks.
Reichmuth said the improvements came about because people — beginning in early November —
started doing the right things from social distancing to masking and all the other tools that have been
given.
There have been media reports that show a lot of emotion when health care workers get vaccinated,
Reichmuth said.
“The reason you’re seeing that is because — as we all know — how long a trudge and how difficult this
has been,” he said.
The vaccinations could finally put an end to it and put the country back into what might be considered
“normalcy,” Reichmuth said.
“This is hope and light at the end of the tunnel, but we still have a long tunnel to go through,” he said.
“We have some very tenuous times coming up in the next several months.”
Reichmuth said he took the vaccine a week ago, being on the front line. He and many other health care
workers did this to be part of the “ultimate solution” to protect the community.
There are many myths and misinformation that have been given out, especially on social media.
Reichmuth said the vaccines do not alter DNA, do not cause infertility and do not have a microchip or
“5G antenna” in them.
“It is an amazing feat of medicine of science — like the governor said — that we have this within a year,”







Reichmuth said.
Heath Boddy, president and CEO of the Nebraska Health Care Association, said there have been many
celebrations that had been delayed or held without seniors who live in long-term facilities.
The vaccine represents a way out, Boddy said, and he appreciates the patience everyone has shown so
far.
From avoiding large gatherings to wearing masks, it all helps to keep the virus out of the long-term care
facilities.
“There will be better days ahead,” Boddy said. “We will be able to connect with our families again.”
By Jerry Guenther
 


LJS: As COVID-19 cases fall in Lancaster County, testing also on the decline
 
COVID-19 cases have plunged in Lancaster County over the past two weeks, dropping more than 50%
from an all-time high of 2,112 the week ending Dec. 5 to 1,038 last week.
While it's clear from other data, such as hospitalizations and emergency room visits, that the virus seems
to be retreating, one factor that likely is playing a role in the decline in cases is a huge decline in testing.
Last week, just less than 3,800 people got tested for COVID-19 in Lancaster County. That was down
almost 30% from the previous week and is the lowest weekly total since the first week of November.
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Director Pat Lopez said Friday during the mayor's weekly coronavirus
briefing that the drop is "concerning."
"It's something that we're continuing to monitor closely," Lopez said, noting that the testing decline is
not just a local phenomenon.
According to the state's COVID-19 dashboard, testing numbers have declined over the past few weeks
across Nebraska, although not as sharply as in Lancaster County.
Dr. Cliff Robertson, CEO of CHI Health, said the daily average of tests processed in its labs has dropped to
levels similar to what it saw in July and August when cases statewide were much lower than they are
now.
The good news is the positivity rate also has declined. At its peak in early November, Robertson said CHI
Health labs were seeing a positivity rate above 35%. On Monday, that percentage was in the mid-teens.
"I think that's a good sign," he said.
The positivity rate statewide has dropped from about 17% on Nov. 14 to about 12% over the weekend.
That has not been the case in Lancaster County thus far, however. According to the local dashboard, the
positivity rate has stayed steady at about 27% for the past three weeks, even as the number of tests has
declined nearly 40%.
Bob Ravenscroft, vice president of advancement at Bryan Health, said the drop in the number of people
seeking tests at its urgent care centers and drive-thru location has been so pronounced that Bryan is
reevaluating the long-term future of the drive-thru testing operation that is set up at 19th and O streets.
Ravenscroft said he believes the drop in testing is a reflection of fewer people feeling sick or having
symptoms, but he said he had no explanation for why the positivity rate remains elevated.
"The positivity rate is still very, very high," Ravenscroft said, which is an indication of a "very live and
active virus."
"If you go back to early May, late April, a 28% positivity rate would have sent shivers down all of our
spines," he said.
That's not the case now, however. While the Health Department kept the local COVID-19 risk dial in the
red — its highest risk category — it did last week announce a loosening of local directed health measures
that allowed bars without food service to reopen and also slightly loosened capacity restrictions.
Those decisions were made more on the strength of a decline in local hospitalizations, which stood at a







six-week low of 86 on Friday, but jumped back above 100 this week.
The drop in cases along with the arrival of the first doses of COVID-19 vaccine last week have brought a
sense of optimism among local officials that hasn't existed for months.
Ravenscroft said Bryan Health as of Tuesday had vaccinated more than 2,700 employees and providers
and was scheduled to exhaust its supply of the Pfizer vaccine by the end of the day Wednesday.
At CHI Health, Robertson said about 5,300 people had been vaccinated so far, and the health system
would be out of vaccine by the end of the day Tuesday.
Those vaccinations all occurred at the health system's larger hospitals in Omaha, Lincoln, Grand Island
and Kearney.
This week, employees at some of CHI Health's smaller hospitals, including ones in Nebraska City and
Schuyler, are being vaccinated. The Schuyler hospital was among ones using the Moderna vaccine, which
was approved for emergency use last week.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department said it received doses of the Moderna vaccine on
Tuesday, after receiving doses of the Pfizer vaccine last week.
City officials said they've vaccinated more than 300 emergency medical technicians in Lincoln and
Lancaster County and expect to finish with that group prior to the holidays.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Nebraska was scheduled to get more than 32,000 doses of the Moderna vaccine
this week, and much of it was scheduled to go to health care facilities in rural areas, because it does not
require the ultra-cold storage that the Pfizer vaccine does.
Other smaller hospital systems also started vaccinating employees with the Moderna vaccine this week,
including Beatrice Community Hospital and Saunders County Medical Center.
By Matt Olberding
 


GII: CHI Health frontline health care workers give testimony about receiving COVID-19
vaccine
 
ACHI Health St. Francis nurse and Good Samaritan doctor, who were among the first CHI Health staff
vaccinated for the coronavirus, shared their experiences Tuesday on a Zoom call with the media.
The two staff members were Aria Diehl, a registered nurse in the neonatal intensive care unit at St.
Francis, and Dr. Jason Shuda, a hospitalist at Good Samaritan in Kearney. They were joined on the call by
Dr. Cliff Robertson, CHI Health CEO.
Robertson said the 14 CHI hospitals in Nebraska and Iowa started the week with 192 patients who tested
positive for the virus. That was down from 229 patients the prior week.
He said CHI Health had completed the first round of vaccinations by Tuesday. They have vaccinated
about 5,300 of their 11,500 employees.
The first round of vaccinations was with the Pfizer vaccine. CHI Health has just received the Moderna
vaccine.
As of Monday morning, according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, 8,985
Nebraskans had received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine.
Robertson said all the CHI Health hospitals have been vaccinating their staffs, including St. Francis and
Good Samaritan.
He said the next Pfizer shipment will be arriving Dec. 28.
“So far, the reactions to the vaccinations have been pretty minor,” Robertson said.
Joining Diehl and Shuda on the call were two other CHI staff members who were among the first to
receive the vaccination.
Diehl said she was felling good after receiving the vaccine. She has had minor aches and some soreness
in her arm.







“I am about a week out and I feel great and am still working,” she said.
Diehl received the vaccine Dec. 15, but didn’t go back to work until Dec. 18.
Shuda, who also received his vaccination on Dec. 15, said he is feeling “fantastic.”
“The only thing that has changed, now several days out from the vaccine, is my level of optimism for the
nearing end of the pandemic,” he said.
Shuda said he experienced some minor soreness in his shoulder and mild body aches that lasted about
12 hours.
“I had just come off a week of night shifts and I had a headache, which I had a hard time determining
whether it was from sleep deprivation or from the shot,” he said. “But it was gone by the next day as
well. All in all, I felt great.”
When asked why he got the shot, Shuda said, “I think it is important to think of others and to think of my
family and extended family, with some of them with preexisting conditions for chronic illnesses that
would put them at risk.”
He said, as a health care provider, “It is hard to go to work every day and to go home without confining
myself or quarantining myself continuously to be able to see some of them.”
Shuda said people keep bringing up how fast the vaccines were developed to fight the virus.
“But I think it is important to anyone who is on the fence to reiterate that the science was not rushed,”
he said. “We have a dire circumstance right now, globally, and we have the science.”
Shuda said the mRNA science has been around for 20-plus years. mRNA vaccines work by providing the
genetic code for cells to produce viral proteins. Once the proteins, which don’t cause disease, are
produced, the body launches an immune response against the virus, enabling the person to develop
immunity.
“So, we just leveraged that science and with the financial assistance from the government to be able to
put this out in a much quicker fashion than is typical and I am very thankful for that,” he said.
When asked what is his hope for 2021, Shuda said that with the approval of the vaccines it will lead to a
widespread acceptance and we can roll it out in rapid fashion and as quickly as able to lessen the strain
on the health care system and hopefully return to a more normal way of living again.”
“By next summer or fall, I would love to be able to do more of the things that bring me great joy aside
from work,” Shuda said. “This is a step toward that.”
Shuda and his colleagues have been battling the virus now for nine months.
Diehl said receiving the vaccine was a relief for her after many months of caring for those with the virus.
“It was something that I felt I could help my patients and my coworkers,” she said. “It was just a relief
and a step in the right direction. So, it was exciting.”
By Robert Pore
 


AP: Officials urge Nebraskans to remain vigilant in virus fight
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Health officials say it’s important to remain vigilant about social distancing to limit
the spread of the coronavirus even though vaccines have started to be administered and the state’s virus
numbers have improved recently.
Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour said the arrival of vaccines this month offers hope, but it will be
some time before enough people have been vaccinated to make a difference in the pandemic.
“Until 60% to 70% of the community is vaccinated, you still need to wear the mask, you still need to have
social distancing, you still need to take all of those precautions,” Pour said.
Over the past several weeks, the virus numbers have been improving in Nebraska. The rate of people
being infected with the virus went from the fifth-highest in the nation early this month to the 29th-
highest rate on Monday.







The state said the number of people hospitalized with the virus remained unchanged Monday at 582.
That is significantly lower than the peak of 987 set on Nov. 20 although it is still more than 2.5 times
higher than it was on Oct. 1.
Nebraska reported 721 new cases of the virus and 25 deaths Monday to give the state 157,103 cases
and 1,511 deaths since the pandemic began.
 


OWH: Douglas County Jail sees jump in COVID cases
 
The Douglas County Correctional Center is seeing a jump in COVID-19 cases, according to a statement
issued Tuesday evening.
In the last week, 12 staff members have tested positive, according to the statement. The county employs
about 500 people at the jail and so far, 164 have tested positive.
Since the start of the month, 10 inmates have tested positive. The jail had 1,249 people behind bars as of
Tuesday. Over the course of the pandemic, 100 inmates have tested positive.
Mike Myers, director of Douglas County Department of Corrections, said the recent cases are concerning
but this outbreak is well below the one in August.
Four of the 29 housing units are on quarantine. In August, nine were on quarantine.
Fourteen total staffers are unable to work due to COVID-19 compared to 50 in August.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


LJS: Lancaster County reports 4 more COVID-19 deaths
 
Four more Lancaster County residents have died of the coronavirus and 189 more residents have
contracted COVID-19, the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported Tuesday.
Health Department officials in a news release identified the deceased as a man in his 60s and two
women in their 70s and 80s, all residents of long-term care facilities, and a man in his 90s who was
hospitalized.
The deaths raised the local pandemic death toll to 141, and to date, 21,295 people have contracted the
virus in Lancaster County. 
Health Department officials have documented 6,307 recoveries from the virus.
On Tuesday, Lincoln hospitals cared for 90 patients, including 53 Lancaster County residents and eight
people who were on ventilators. 
The state reported 10 more deaths, raising the total to 1,521. The total of positive cases is 158,324, and
566 people are hospitalized.
By Riley Johnson
 


LJS: HHS backed down on allegations against former employee, attorney says
 
A former employee with the Department of Health and Human Services whose firing became part of a
lawsuit filed last week says the allegations against him were untrue.
Proposed discipline against former Water Well Standards Program Manager Tom Christopherson
regarding a state contract with Clean Well Technologies and alleged misuse of state funds was actually
withdrawn and back pay issued to the 24-year employee, according to his attorney, Ryan Kunhart.
The allegations appear in a lawsuit filed by former Human Resources Director Theresa Hill, who claimed
she suffered discrimination and harassment by the department based on sex, age and race, and that she
was retaliated against for reporting that conduct.
Hill left the department in 2019, but most of the allegations in her lawsuit occurred in 2017 and 2018. 







In the complaint, she accused HHS Chief Operations Officer Bo Botelho of being aware of alleged
misconduct of Christopherson in procuring a $2 million contract with Clean Well Technologies and
misusing state funds.
After the lawsuit was made public, Christopherson's attorney contacted the Journal Star to say the
allegations against his client were not true.
Hill and Botelho were involved in 2017 and 2018 in overseeing the firing of a number of long-term
department workers, and a number of others who resigned or retired at that time to get away from
what they said was dysfunction in the agency under former CEO Courtney Phillips.
It appears Christopherson was one of those.
In April 2018, Christopherson received a notice of discipline from the state personnel system suggesting
his employment should be terminated.
The four allegations were:
* He misrepresented his authority when speaking to a village board in 2016. That allegation was
withdrawn early. 
* He misused state funds in the amount of $123,000 for the benefit of private companies. 
* He misused funds of about $800,000 in the Water Well Standards and Contractor Licensing for
unallowable expenses. 
* He failed to properly lead HHS' water well standards program.
Kunhart said his client fought the allegations and won, offering substantial evidence rebutting the
allegations through two grievance procedures that were denied, and then a hearing before the state
personnel board.
In the lawsuit, Hill said Christopherson's brother was a shareholder in Clean Well Technologies and had
made claims that effectively barred other companies from winning the contract.
Kunhart said no company was barred from bidding, and it was thought six to seven companies would bid.
Christopherson had recused himself from the bidding process, he said, because of his brother's
involvement.
Christopherson had received a national award in 2017 for his work on the state water well standards
program, his lawyer said, and four months later he was fired. 
"Tom is a very principled person and he had a very successful career there," Kunhart said.
The department never offered evidence that Christopherson had misused $800,000, his attorney said. In
fact, he had spending authority only up to $5,000, he said, and supervisors had signed off on all invoices.
The personnel hearing didn't get far, Kunhart said, as the attorney for the state right away agreed to
withdraw the notice of discipline from Christopherson's personnel file and issue back pay through the
day of the hearing. He had no evidence to offer at that time on the case, he said.
"So they bluffed," Kunhart said. "Tom was willing to fight and stand up for his character and he was
exonerated. And to this day, we have still not seen any evidence that he misused state funds."
Besides back pay, Christopherson asked for salary he would have received from the date of the hearing
to his retirement. It was denied, but he appealed the denial to the Nebraska Supreme Court.
Christopherson did not request reinstatement of his job. He now owns a consulting company, his
attorney said.
By JoAnne Young
 


KETV: Family members voice concern with COVID-19 outbreak at Tecumseh Correctional
Institution
 


TECUMSEH, Neb. —
Michael Garza says his son Chris tested positive for COVID-19 and is struggling to breathe. Garza’s son







Chris is an inmate at the Tecumseh State Correctional Institution.
“I'm very concerned about it, him and my brother both have it,” said Garza. “It worries me a lot. I haven’t
heard anything from my son, I haven’t heard anything from my brother.”
Nebraska officials confirm 71 inmates at Tecumseh have the virus right now.
“Somebody needs to get in there and see just how bad they are, and if they need to be in a real
hospital,” said Garza.
A Nebraska corrections official sent KETV Newswatch 7 the following statement:
“With 71 positive cases out of 1036 inmates, the ratio of positive inmates to non-infected inmates is less
than we have experienced at other facilities over the last six months. Inmates in TSCI (just like those in
other facilities that have experienced an uptick in COVID cases) are housed together based on their status
-- positive, symptomatic, and negative COVID results. We have dedicated medical staff at that facility as
well as the NDCS medical director, who works with the warden and his senior leadership staff to ensure
that inmates who are positive are identified quickly and placed into medical isolation, thereby reducing
transmission of the virus. Each person is evaluated individually. Inmates who are positive are checked by
medical staff twice a day. Those on quarantine status have their vitals taken once a day. If someone
becomes symptomatic or it is suspected they might have COVID, we will offer testing to that inmate and
others in the same housing area to determine if others are also positive. Staff who are in contact with
quarantined or medically isolated inmates are required to wear proper PPE to further reduce transmission
of the virus. The strategies employed by NDCS to test, quarantine and isolate inmates has served us well
with each outbreak. NDCS is taking all of the proper steps to limit spread of the virus and ensure that
everyone, regardless of their COVID status, receives proper health care.”
“It’s really important to try to get control of the spread and make sure it doesn’t spread out beyond
those 71 people,” said Inspector General of Corrections Doug Koebernick. “Identify who’s positive and
who’s negative and then go from there to minimize it as much as possible.”
Koebernick said the numbers aren’t surprising based on community spread cases.
“It’s just like the community,” said Koebernick. “We’ve seen this surge in the community, so we’re seeing
more of a surge in the prison system as well.”
By DaLaun Dillard
 


LJS: Initial funding in place for long-sought USDA research center at UNL
 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln moved into position Tuesday to acquire a long-sought U.S.
Department of Agriculture research center.
Tucked into the 2021 omnibus federal appropriations package that won congressional approval Monday
night was $11.2 million in funding for the planning and design of a new USDA agricultural research
service facility.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of Lincoln said Nebraska Innovation Campus will be the site of the new center.
"As the ranking member on ag appropriations, and through tough negotiations, I am very pleased that a
new USDA building for the Agricultural Research Service is slated for the Nebraska Innovation Campus at
UNL," the 1st District congressman said.
"With this new funding, USDA will expand its strategic research investments in areas such as agricultural
innovation and precision agriculture," he said. 
"This effort aligns with the needs of our country and the university's agricultural research mission."
UNL hailed the congressional action and credited Fortenberry with its success.
"This project wouldn't have happened without his hard work and diligence in obtaining funding," UNL
Chancellor Ronnie Green said. 
"It's an incredible opportunity for partnership between UNL and USDA, fueling the future of agriculture







and food production," he said.
The planning and design appropriation represented a vital first step in securing a long-sought USDA
research center that originally had been eyed as a catalyst for rapid development of UNL's new
Innovation Campus.
The decade-long effort was originally spearheaded by former Democratic Sen. Ben Nelson, who
championed location of a $60 million USDA center at UNL's new research campus in 2010. 
His effort collapsed when congressional Republicans led a successful effort to eliminate the use of
legislative earmarks to fund specific projects.
When U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue visited Innovation Campus last September, Green
worked in a plug for a USDA research center, noting that UNL is "a world leader in agriculture" and could
provide "a key partnership" on ag research issues.
Fortenberry is the ranking Republican member of the House Appropriations Committee's subcommittee
on agriculture, rural development and the Food and Drug Administration.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: UNL economic index climbs again in November
 
Nebraska’s leading economic indicator rose again during November, according to the most recent report
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
The leading indicator climbed by 0.61%, marking the fifth increase in the last six months.
Economist Eric Thompson, director of the Bureau of Business Research at UNL, said the increase in the
index suggests the state's economy will grow through the middle of next year.
Five of the six components of the leading indicator improved during November.
Business expectations were solid, with respondents to the November Survey of Nebraska Business
reporting plans to increase in employment over the next six months. There also was modest growth in
manufacturing hours worked and building permits for single-family homes as well as a decline in initial
claims for unemployment insurance and a decline in the value of the dollar, which makes U.S. exports
cheaper.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Nebraska's population growth slowest since 1989
 
Nebraska’s slow but steady population growth pulled back from its normal walking pace in 2020.
A demographic researcher said Nebraska’s low level of growth reflects some of the state’s root
challenges in growing its population, not the coronavirus pandemic.
Population estimates released Tuesday by the U.S. Census Bureau indicated that Nebraska grew by just
under 5,000 people from July 2019 to July 2020 — or just about one-quarter of 1%.
David Drozd, research coordinator at the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s Center for Public Affairs
Research, said the growth was the smallest gain and the lowest rate of increase since 1989 for Nebraska.
Drozd attributed the relatively small growth to a slowing of the state’s birth rate and its increasing
number of deaths as baby boomers age. Plus, he said, Nebraska isn’t gaining as much population from
international immigration and still loses people on net to other states.
Drozd said the pandemic is largely not incorporated into the new census estimates. The model that the
Census Bureau uses to produce the estimates uses data, such as births and tax records, that wouldn’t
have changed in the time period the bureau analyzes, he said.
The new population estimates are the last annual numbers before release of the full 10-year census
count, which the Census Bureau will make public next year.







While Nebraska’s growth has slowed, other states are in a similar position.
Drozd said 20 states had their lowest annual growth of the last decade in the 2020 figures. A total of 16
states lost population in the 2020 numbers.
For the full decade, Nebraska’s growth rate ranks 20th best among the states.
That bodes well for Nebraska when seats in the U.S. House of Representatives are apportioned after the
full 2020 population count. With that growth, Drozd said Nebraska is in no danger of losing one of its
three congressional seats.
In total, Nebraska is estimated to have a population of 1.937 million.
By Jeffrey Robb
 


LJS: Census: Nebraska's population growth slows to three-decade low
 
Nebraska's population growth continued to slow this year, hitting a low not seen since the 1980s.
Census data released Tuesday shows the state had an estimated 1,937,552 people as of July 1, up about
5,000 from 2019.
The 2019 figure was actually revised down by more than 1,800 people, meaning the past year's growth
was even more anemic.
In fact, it was Nebraska's lowest year-to-year growth both in pure numbers and percentage since 1989,
said David Drozd, research coordinator at the Center for Public Affairs Research at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.
This year's number continues a trend of slowing population growth over the past several years. Up until
2017, Nebraska added anywhere from about 10,000-14,000 people each year, but that number dropped
to about 8,500 in 2018, 7,000 last year and 5,000 this year.
Nebraska's population growth continued to slow this year, hitting a low not seen since the 1980s.
Census data released Tuesday shows the state had an estimated 1,937,552 people as of July 1, up about
5,000 from 2019.
The 2019 figure was actually revised down by more than 1,800 people, meaning the past year's growth
was even more anemic.
In fact, it was Nebraska's lowest year-to-year growth both in pure numbers and percentage since 1989,
said David Drozd, research coordinator at the Center for Public Affairs Research at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha.
This year's number continues a trend of slowing population growth over the past several years. Up until
2017, Nebraska added anywhere from about 10,000-14,000 people each year, but that number dropped
to about 8,500 in 2018, 7,000 last year and 5,000 this year.
One is a decrease in births as people have fewer children and wait longer to have them, and an increase
in deaths as the Baby Boomer generation ages. Though births still outnumber deaths in Nebraska, that
gap has continued to shrink, and it did so over the past year.
Another factor is migration, which is declining. Drozd said more people tend to move to Nebraska when
the national unemployment rate is higher. Over the past year, the gap between the state and national
unemployment rate was at its lowest level in years, which means fewer people moved here for job-
related reasons.
He noted that surrounding states such as Iowa, Kansas and Missouri saw growth rates that were lower
than Nebraska's.
"Nebraska doesn't stand out" for its lack of growth, he said.
Actually, Nebraska did better than quite a few states. Drozd said 16 states had population declines,
which is "quite a bit more than usual."
Based on the annual estimates, Nebraska remained as the 37th-largest state for the eighth straight year.







It ranks just behind New Mexico and just ahead of Idaho.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Omaha City Council replacement blogs about race, says COVID 'blown out of
proportion'
 
An Omaha woman who was selected Tuesday to serve out the remainder of an outgoing City Council
member’s term suggested on her website that concerns about the coronavirus have been “blown out of
proportion.”
She also penned an essay on race in which she said White people want to know “why African Americans
don’t stop the adoration of gangs, crime and violence when they are the disproportionate victims of it.”
Colleen Brennan, who works for an insurance marketing firm, won the support of five Omaha City
Council members on Tuesday to fill the southwest Omaha District 5 seat currently held by Councilman
Rich Pahls, who moves to the Nebraska Legislature in January.
Brennan, 49, told The World-Herald on Tuesday that much of her writing is meant to start hard
conversations, and some of it is satirical.
She is scheduled to be sworn in Jan. 12 and will serve until June 6. Next spring, all seven council seats
and the mayor are up for election. Brennan, a registered Democrat, also plans to run for the District 5
seat in the officially nonpartisan election.
In her application to fill Pahls’ seat, Brennan detailed her efforts in creating a proposal that led to a 2015
state law that provides insurance coverage to families with profoundly disabled children. One of her
children, Matthew, was born with nonverbal autism and epilepsy and died in 2015.
She was given the National Parent Advocate of the Year Award by Autism Speaks, according to her
application.
“I want my children and my community to see that government leadership does not have to be angry or
partisan to be effective,” Brennan wrote in the application. “As a mother of seven, I want to be an
example of integrity, public service and putting the needs of others before my own.”
Council members Ben Gray, Chris Jerram, Vinny Palermo and Pete Festersen joined Pahls in voting for
Brennan. Councilwoman Aimee Melton voted for Don Rowe, and Councilman Brinker Harding voted for
Jeff Moore. Seventeen people applied for the appointment, which required a simple majority.
Brennan’s website includes nearly 60 blog posts that cover such topics as race relations, the coronavirus
pandemic, the media and national politics. A post dated Sept. 21 about the virus details her family’s
experience contracting COVID-19.
“I fully appreciate the fact that people are dying, and I’ve studied the numbers and causal relationship in
those deaths,” the post reads. “And I am embarrassed by the incongruity between the media coverage
of this illness and what is really happening.
“ ... having experienced it for myself, I can tell you without reservation that the fear surrounding COVID is
far more nasty than the illness itself,” the post continued.
Asked about those comments, Brennan said she believes a lot of misinformation is circulating about the
virus. She said that she is supportive of a mask mandate at this time and that people need to do
everything they can to protect themselves. She said she doesn’t support shuttering businesses.
“Is it blown out of proportion? It’s not ... ,” she said in an interview Tuesday. “The numbers are what
they are. The numbers have increased.”
On June 1, three days after the start of protests in Omaha that stemmed from the police killing of
George Floyd in Minneapolis, Brennan posted “The Conversation on Race,” in which she sought to
“encapsulate” the conversation from the White and Black sides of the table.
Writing “from the African American side of the table,” Brennan said Black people want Whites to
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understand the challenges and feelings of hopelessness that come from living in poverty. “They want
White People to understand that becoming a gang banger, living a life of crime or becoming the mother
of multiple children with multiple fathers is a byproduct of that hopelessness.”
White people, Brennan wrote, want to know “why after 60 years of increasingly generous progressive
social programs and affirmative action, the social and economic health of the African American
community has gotten worse instead of better. They want to know why so many African American men
show such disrespect for women and the children they create.”
Brennan told The World-Herald that the issues she raises reflect what she’s hearing from Black and
White people. She said much of what she writes is intended to start a conversation.
Another post suggested that President-elect Joe Biden “carried the dead vote,” in the 2020 election.
Brennan said Tuesday that she often writes satirically.
No council members spoke about Brennan during Tuesday’s meeting.
Contacted after Tuesday’s vote, Pahls said that he wasn’t aware of the posts and that Brennan now has
five months to show voters “if she can fulfill the position or not.” He said he wanted to see a woman fill
his spot on the council and said he had previous positive experiences with Brennan.
Palermo also said he had not seen her website and said he doesn’t agree 100% with any political figure.
On his vote for her, Palermo said Brennan reached out to him about the appointment more than any
other candidate.
By Reece Ristau
 


OWH Editorial: Out of this difficult year, a spirit of hope can move Nebraska forward
 
One of Nebraska’s most frightening weather disasters struck on Oct. 3, 2013. A set of tornadoes
rampaged across the state’s northeast region, obliterating homes and businesses. One twister’s fury
intensified to EF-4 status, unleashing winds that lashed out at 170 mph.
No one was killed, but people suffered injuries, and property damage was extensive. The town of Wayne
suffered an especially devastating blow from the EF-4. At the Wayne Municipal Airport, a new terminal
building and hangar were only days away from opening, but the tornado showed no mercy. It blasted the
entire complex. Winds destroyed or heavily damaged six hangars, an office building and 15 private
planes. The airport’s rotating beacon was left a shambles. So was an important weather observation
station.
As the tornado departed and people stepped out to survey the scene, they found that, essentially, all
that remained of the airport were the concrete runways.
But as dismaying as the destruction was, it wasn’t the end of the story.
Before long, the airport achieved a remarkable turnaround.
Through sound planning and coordination, the first runway reopened two months later. Because the
insurance policy provided needed coverage, money became available to cover much of the cost of a $2.7
million rebuilding project to restore service.
By August 2014, the airport was back to full operation — and was rightly saluted as Nebraska Airport of
the Year. And it’s still going strong.
That recent history provides a a lesson for Nebraskans this terrible COVID year. Life can bring great pain
and frustration, and the year 2020 most certainly has. Not every situation has a happy ending, it’s true.
But Nebraska’s past so often provides hope.
The hope that springs from perseverance and community solidarity in the face of great challenge.
That’s how Nebraskans moved forward during hard pioneer times. It’s how Nebraska got through the
Great Depression. It was the way forward from the farm crisis of the 1980s.
It’s a story seen time and again when Nebraska communities suffer the lashing from a tornado or an
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assault from a flood: People join together and lift each other up. Because we’re in this together.
And so the past can inform the future: Years ago a terrible tornado hit the people of Wayne. It was
devastating. It was frightening. But people moved forward. In the end they showed that in Nebraska,
hope can survive even in the face of the worst catastrophe.
This holiday season, let’s hold onto a spirit of hope as we move out of this catastrophic year. Let’s take
that spirit into 2021, to lift us all up and achieve better times ahead.
 


OWH: Vaccine priorities
 
The time has come to bring some common sense and sanity to the priority of vaccine distribution. Health
care workers and first responders should be at the top of the list. People over 65 with comorbidity
should be next. The idea of a 25-year-old grocery clerk is just another CDC guideline that missed the
mark. I sincerely hope Gov. Ricketts makes the state of Nebraska a benchmark for vaccine distribution
and issues guidelines that let our senior citizens know that their lives matter.
Ralph M. Pree, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 12/23: Corrections issues just keep getting more complex
 
When we talk about overcrowding in our Nebraska Department of Correctional Services, our minds
gravitate toward images of the Nebraska State Penitentiary in Lincoln or the Tecumseh State
Correctional Institution, which hold between them more than 2,200 men in maximum and medium
security custody.
Walls, bars, fences, guards. These are the things we see. And there are the people. The state pen and
Tecumseh were designed to serve just under 1,700 incarcerated individuals, meaning those two facilities
together are almost 30% over capacity.
We hear numbers like these from the correctional services’ first-quarter report from 2020. We hear
numbers like these discussed by legislators. And we hear them discussed by officials charged with adding
prison capacity or reducing prison demand.
What we don’t often hear is a first-person description of what life is like for those being rehabilitated and
those doing the rehabilitating. In a story last week, “’There are so many drugs: Workers talk about
dangers at Lincoln prison,” Journal Star reporter JoAnne Young spoke with a former staffer at the
Community Corrections Center-Lincoln. Young also talked with two current staffers and a person being
held there who spoke anonymously. Their stories are concerning and point to the depth of issues facing
the corrections department.
CCC-L, at 2720 W. Van Dorn St., in Lincoln, is designed to hold 460 people. It’s almost 33% over capacity
with 611. It represents the lowest level of custody; individuals there are on work detail or work release.
Yet those who talked to Young cited widespread drug use, contraband and criminal activity among these
people deemed closest to be ready to return to society. And their reports appear backed up in
complaints received by Inspector General for Corrections Doug Koebernick.
Department of Correctional Services Chief of Staff Laura Strimple said staffing at the facility has
increased and is adequate for the current population, a claim Young’s sources disputed. Strimple also
noted that addiction recovery – which many in CCC-L are wrestling with – can involve relapses.
It’s true that rehabilitation isn’t a straight shot. But the Department of Corrections owes society, the men
and women it’s charged to “correct” and its staffers the safest environment possible.
Speaking of the people in custody, one staffer’s point would be disputed by no one: “I just want to see
them get out and be with their families. I want them to be successful.”
There are no easy and cheap solutions in corrections, but the issues at CCC-L need attention quickly. For







the sake of the people it serves and the community surrounding it.
 


LJS: History won't look kindly on suit
 
Don Walton asked Gov. Ricketts whether he "supported the goal of" the Texas lawsuit to overturn the
results of the 2020 presidential election. This was exactly the right question to ask, but the answer was a
rhetorical dodge, the kind of "non-answer" that we expect from a politician whose main goal is to
mislead the public.
Usually, we just wince and move on, but this is one of the most important political questions that has
been asked in generations, and the people of Nebraska deserved a straight answer from the governor.
And any non-answer or dodge of the question should be taken as a -- "Yes" -- Ricketts does support the
idea of overthrowing the results of the 2020 election!
As for Attorney General Doug Peterson and Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, their position is clear; they both signed
on to, and do support, the idea that millions of American voters should be disenfranchised, and the
results of an election ignored, in order to perpetuate the minority government of Donald Trump over a
majority of Americans.
Really? Peterson and Fortenberry may find that some Nebraskans support this position in the short run,
but in fact it is hard to conjure up any idea that is more anti-democratic and un-American than this.
Peterson and Fortenberry have both shamed themselves and disgraced their high offices, and history, I
can assure them, is not going to look kindly on this assault on America's democratic principles in the long
run.
Marshall Lux, Lincoln
 


LJS: Leadership lacking from state
 
On Dec. 13, the well-respected journalist Nicholas Kristof reported a startling fact in the New York Times.
If the 50 states in the U.S. were countries, Nebraska would rank 12th highest (of all 245) in per capita
deaths from the coronavirus.
That means 12th worst in the world in deaths considering the size of its population. It makes me wonder
where we would rank if masks had been mandated, especially in the past month when Nebraska deaths
have skyrocketed.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, how do your explain your leadership (or lack of leadership) on this vital matter of
public health to all Nebraskans?
Peter Levitov, Lincoln
 


LJS: Fischer says her AIR Act proposal protects Nebraska airports
 
Sen. Deb Fischer said Tuesday congressional approval of her AIR Act proposal to stabilize federal funding
for airports during the economic disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic will "provide Nebraska airports
with the certainty they need to plan for future projects."
"The outbreak of COVID-19 led to significantly fewer flights out of many Nebraska airports, which put
them at risk of receiving far less federal infrastructure formula funding," Fischer said.
Fischer's bipartisan AIR Act proposal was included in the COVID-19 relief package approved by Congress
on Monday.
The AIR Act will require the Federal Aviation Administration to calculate federal airport improvement
program support funding for fiscal 2022 and fiscal 2023 based on either 2018 or 2019 enplanement
numbers.







Numbers of travelers are down at airports across the country. In Lincoln, passenger numbers were down
80% in November from a year ago.
"The Lincoln Airport continues to look for ways to serve the needs of our patrons and community while
simultaneously seeking to provide employment security for our team," Lincoln Airport Authority
executive director David Haring said.
Fischer's effort will provide the revenue stability that helps protect both jobs and critical infrastructure,
he said. 
By Don Walton
 


OWH: $900 billion coronavirus relief bill passes with big support from Nebraska, Iowa
members
 
Every member of the Nebraska and Iowa congressional delegations voted to approve the coronavirus
relief measure, except one.
Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, did not vote.
The House approved the $900 billion relief package on a 359-53 vote Monday evening. The Senate
approved the bill 92-6.
Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., said she was glad Congress came together to send relief to people who need it.
She pointed to parts of the bill that help schools, hospitals and small businesses.
“While it took too long to respond and provide this latest assistance, it is important we were finally able
to pass this bill,” she said. “It proves we can still work together for the American people.”
One of the bill’s highlights is a stimulus check of up to $600 for most Americans. The bill also provides
families up to $600 per child. Individuals earning $75,000 a year or less, as well as couples earning
$150,000 or less, are eligible for the full checks. Individuals earning more than $87,000 won’t receive
checks.
The measure also extended the moratorium on evictions through January and added $25 billion in rent
and mortgage assistance.
Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., criticized as “broken” and “crummy” the process Congress used to decide how it
would spend money in the bill. He praised the decision to spend money on vaccine distribution and
helping small businesses keep making payroll but criticized the design of direct payments, saying they
didn’t target people in need.
“This cash-cannon approach puts credit-seeking politicians ahead of targeted problem-solving,” he said.
“I voted for this imperfect bill during an emergency — but ... we’ve got a long way to go toward restoring
some fiscal sanity.”
Midlands members of Congress, including Reps. Don Bacon, R-Neb., and Cindy Axne, D-Iowa, said they
were pleased to get at least some relief out the door.
Bacon, who represents the Omaha area, emphasized help for local businesses, including live
entertainment venues “hurt by lockdowns and other restrictions.” He has said a proposal by his Problem
Solvers Caucus helped refocus relief talks.
Axne, who represents southwest Iowa, touted the direct payments, rental assistance and help for Iowa’s
biofuels industry.
Some Republicans highlighted how much of the bill’s spending was brought forward from unspent funds
in previous relief bills. About $325 billion of the $900 billion total was new spending, Bacon said.
Some congressional Democrats, as well as outgoing Republican President Donald Trump, said they
wanted the new relief bill to provide more in direct payments.
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb., who represents much of eastern Nebraska, discussed the importance of
additional unemployment benefits. Congress is funding an extra $300 a week for 11 weeks starting late
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this month.
Like each of the other members from Nebraska and western Iowa, Fortenberry supported continued
funding for the Paycheck Protection Program, which offers loans to small businesses hurt by COVID-19.
“While we have made great progress in fighting through the pandemic, with large-scale vaccine
distribution already in progress, many Americans are still hurting badly, necessitating additional federal
support,” he said.
Rep. Adrian Smith, R-Neb., who represents the sprawling, largely rural 3rd Congressional District, said
the relief bill took a “conservative approach to keeping workers employed.”
He said he was pleased that it included his work to help rural health care clinics., saying Congress needed
to “empower local health care providers to meet the needs of local citizens, both rural and urban.”
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, said he was glad that the bill would help people needing unemployment
benefits while also making sure that states do a better job of ensuring that the people receiving those
benefits are obtaining them legally.
“The pandemic is still far from over,” he said. “But there is a light at the end of the tunnel.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


AP: EXPLAINER: Are new coronavirus strains cause for concern?
 
Reports from Britain and South Africa of new coronavirus strains that seem to spread more easily are
causing alarm, but virus experts say it’s unclear if that’s the case or whether they pose any concern for
vaccines or cause more severe disease.
Viruses naturally evolve as they move through the population, some more than others. It’s one reason
we need a fresh flu shot each year.
New variants, or strains, of the virus that causes COVID-19 have been seen almost since it was first
detected in China nearly a year ago.
On Saturday, Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced new restrictions because of the new strain.
Several European Union countries and Canada were banning or limiting some flights from the U.K. to try
to limit any spread.
Here’s what is known about the situation.
WHAT'S CONCERNING ABOUT THE RECENT STRAIN FOUND IN ENGLAND?
Health experts in the U.K. and U.S. said the strain seems to infect more easily than others, but there is no
evidence yet it is more deadly.
Patrick Vallance, the British government’s chief scientific adviser, said that the strain “moves fast and is
becoming the dominant variant,” causing over 60% of infections in London by December.
The strain is also concerning because it has so many mutations — nearly two dozen — and some are on
the spiky protein that the virus uses to attach to and infect cells. That spike is what current vaccines
target.
“I’m worried about this, for sure,” but it’s too soon to know how important it ultimately will prove to be,
said Dr. Ravi Gupta, who studies viruses at the University of Cambridge in England. He and other
researchers posted a report of it on a website scientists use to quickly share developments, but the
paper has not been formally reviewed or published in a journal.
HOW DO THESE NEW STRAINS OCCUR?
Viruses often acquire small changes of a letter or two in their genetic alphabet just through normal
evolution. A slightly modified strain can become the most common one in a country or region just
because that’s the strain that first took hold there or because “super spreader” events helped it become
entrenched.
A bigger worry is when a virus mutates by changing the proteins on its surface to help it escape from
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drugs or the immune system.
“Emerging evidence” suggests that may be starting to happen with the new coronavirus, Trevor Bedford,
a biologist and genetics expert at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, wrote on
Twitter. “We’ve now seen the emergence and spread of several variants” that suggest this, and some
show resistance to antibody treatments, he noted.
WHAT OTHER STRAINS HAVE EMERGED?
In April, researchers in Sweden found a virus with two genetic changes that seemed to make it roughly
two times more infectious, Gupta said. About 6,000 cases worldwide have been reported, mostly in
Denmark and England, he said.
Several variations of that strain now have turned up. Some were reported in people who got them from
mink farms in Denmark. A new South African strain has the two changes seen before, plus some others.
The one in the U.K. has the two changes and more, including eight to the spike protein, Gupta said. It’s
called a “variant under investigation” because its significance is not yet known.
The strain was identified in southeastern England in September and has been circulating in the area ever
since, a World Health Organization official told the BBC on Sunday.
WILL PEOPLE WHO HAD COVID-19 FROM AN OLD STRAIN BE ABLE TO GET THE NEW ONE? WILL IT
UNDERMINE VACCINES?
Probably not, former U.S. Food and Drug Commissioner Scott Gottlieb said Sunday on CBS’s “Face the
Nation.”
“Unlikely,” Gupta agreed.
President-elect Joe Biden’s surgeon general nominee, Vivek Murthy, said Sunday on NBC’s “Meet the
Press" that there's “no reason to believe that the vaccines that have been developed will not be effective
against this virus as well.”
Vaccines produce wide-ranging responses by the immune system beyond just those to the spike protein,
several experts noted.
The possibility that new strains will be resistant to existing vaccines are low, but not “inexistent,” Dr.
Moncef Slaoui, the chief science adviser for the U.S. government’s vaccine distribution effort, said
Sunday on CNN’s “State of the Union.”
“Up to now, I don’t think there has been a single variant that would be resistant,” he said. “This
particular variant in the U.K., I think, is very unlikely to have escaped the vaccine immunity.”
Bedford agreed.
“I’m not concerned” because a lot of changes in the genetic code would probably be needed to
undermine a vaccine, not just one or two mutations, Bedford wrote on Twitter. But vaccines may need
fine-tuned over time as changes accumulate, and changes should be more closely monitored, he wrote.
Murthy said the new strain doesn’t change the public health advice to wear masks, wash hands and
maintain social distance.
 


AP: No immediate ruling after hearing on fate of DACA program
 
HOUSTON (AP) — A federal judge did not immediately issue a ruling following a court hearing Tuesday
on the fate of a U.S. program shielding immigrants brought to the country illegally as children.
During a nearly 3 1/2 hour hearing, Texas and eight other states asked U.S. District Judge Andrew Hanen
to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA, which provides limited protections
to about 650,000 people. The program was enacted by former President Barack Obama in 2012.
The states, represented by the Texas Attorney General's Office, argued DACA violates the Constitution by
circumventing Congress’ authority on immigration laws. The states also argued that DACA illegally
awards benefits such as work authorization to recipients and has increased states' costs, including $250







million a year for social services to DACA recipients in Texas.
“President Obama overstepped his authority when his administration issued the DACA memorandum in
2012," Todd Disher, a lawyer with the Texas Attorney General's Office, told Hanen.
A group of DACA recipients represented by the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
or MALDEF, and the New Jersey Attorney General's Office asked Hanen to dismiss the lawsuit. They
argued Obama had the authority to institute DACA.
Nina Perales, a lawyer for MALDEF, told Hanen that the states lack standing to sue because they weren't
harmed by DACA, as benefits such as work authorization for recipients were not given by DACA but
authorized under other programs and regulations that had previously been created.
The states' case “is like a doughnut. The center is empty," said Perales.
Hanen is expected to rule at a later date.
The U.S. Supreme Court previously ruled President Donald Trump’s attempt to end DACA in 2017 was
unlawful. A New York judge in December ordered the Trump administration to restore the program.
But the Houston case directly targets the original terms under which DACA was created.
Suing alongside Texas are Alabama, Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nebraska, South Carolina,
and West Virginia — states that all have Republican governors or state attorneys general.
President-elect Joe Biden has pledged to protect DACA, but a ruling against the program could limit his
ability to keep the program or something similar in place.
“DACA has to be replaced by a legislative approach,” said MALDEF's president, Thomas Saenz.
But Congress has not taken any action related to DACA in recent years.
While DACA is often described as a program for young immigrants, many recipients have lived in the U.S.
for a decade or longer after being brought without permission or overstaying visas. The liberal Center for
American Progress says roughly 254,000 children have at least one parent relying on DACA. Some
recipients are grandparents.
Hanen rejected Texas’ request in 2018 to stop the program through a preliminary injunction, but he has
said he believes DACA as enacted by Obama is unconstitutional. In 2015, Hanen ruled Obama could not
expand DACA protections or institute a program shielding their parents.
Hanen said Tuesday’s hearing was not about discussing border security or whether DACA is good or bad
policy, but “whether DACA was legally created.”
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TV and Radio
NCN: LISTEN: Governor Ricketts Interview on Swap Shop
WNAX: More Directed Health Measures in Nebraska
KETV: 'Extraordinarily frustrating': Nebraska leaders address testing challenges
KETV: 'We don't have the money for it': Tenants struggle to pay rent because of pandemic
KETV: Metro area church offering childcare to first responders, medical professionals
KETV: Mass COVID-19 testing could be months away
NCN: Nebraskans Urged to Follow Social Distancing Guidelines when Shopping
NET: More Social Distancing Urged; Using Dorms And Hotels To Free Up Hospital Space Being Planned
KMTV: Ricketts says social distancing is a must and only buy essentials
NET: Survey: Economy Down, But Not As Much As Expected; Worse To Come
NET: How Nebraska Is Handling Record Unemployment Claims, And Common Questions About Benefits
NCN: New Executive Order Assisting Healthcare Facilities
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AP: US unemployment claims hit record 6.6 million as layoffs accelerate with virus
 


LJS: Ricketts' biggest worry is not to overwhelm health care system
 
As we enter April, which may be the month of maximum danger for Nebraska in its battle against the coronavirus,
Gov. Pete Ricketts says his greatest worry or concern is to "make sure we do not overwhelm the health care
system."
That's why much of what he has done to prepare for the spread of the virus in the state, an expectation that is
turning into reality now, has been aimed at measures to beef up hospitals, increase the number of available health
care providers and beds, accelerate the supply of ventilators and personal protective equipment that may be
needed to fight this battle, and increase testing capacity.
"It's 110% of my day," the governor said in answering a question during his daily coronavirus news briefing.
"It's all that me and my team are focused on now."
Wednesday night, Ricketts made another dramatic move, ordering schools statewide to remain closed to students
through May 31. Extracurricular activities are canceled statewide.
The directed health measure essentially ends the prospect of students returning to classrooms this school year.
Colleges and universities and K-12 districts will have to finish out the semester via remote learning.
In making decisions, Ricketts said he talks to medical experts at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, whom he
has relied upon from the beginning of this challenge, every day.
"We've got to do better at social distancing for the entire month of April, at least," the governor said.  
"Physical distancing. It is working. It is having an impact."
Once again, Ricketts said he does not plan to issue a statewide stay-at-home order similar to those in effect in at
least 37 states.
However, Nebraska counties included in state-issued directed health measures restricting gatherings of no more
than 10 people and closing certain businesses grew to 56 on Wednesday evening with the first untraceable case of
coronavirus reported in west-central Nebraska's Lincoln County.
As of 6 p.m., the state reported 214 confirmed cases, with Wednesday marking the most new cases thus far in
Nebraska.
A growing number of those cases are centered in group living facilities, with 19 cases linked to the Carter Place
assisted-living facility in Blair and 11 at the Douglas County Health Center for long-term care residents.
The Three Rivers Public Health Department on Wednesday said residents of the Carter House, which was
temporarily closed, were moved to a floor of CHI Midlands in Papillion reopened as a quarantine unit.
The state's fifth death from COVID-19 was reported Wednesday to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services. The woman was a Madison County resident in her 70s with underlying conditions.
To further control spread of the virus, Ricketts said if a person comes into Nebraska from another state to use its
recreational facilities or may be returning from wintering in a warmer state, he or she is being directed to self-
quarantine for 14 days.
That directive will be posted on highway signs, Ricketts said.
Truckers will be exempted.
Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said preparations for spread of the virus include action now to
identify dormitory space at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at Omaha and the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, along with hotel space in Lincoln and Omaha, that may be available if needed for
"overload and transfer" of coronavirus patients that do not need to be hospitalized. 
Those might be recovering patients or others who "just need quarantine or isolation," he said. 
Kathy Siefken, executive director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association, joined the governor at his briefing
and urged Nebraskans to go grocery shopping just once a week and shop alone.
"Do not stockpile," she said. "There is plenty of food."
The real challenge, she said, is social distancing.
"Our customers need to take this issue very seriously," Siefken said.
"If the parking lot is full, go home," she said, and come back again.
Toilet paper is returning to the stores, Siefken said, following an unexpected buyout that emptied the shelves.
State Banking Director Mark Quandahl told the briefing that an executive order by the governor will allow for







documents to be notarized without the need for in-person contact.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska is 'months' away from having widespread coronavirus testing available, Ricketts says
 
LINCOLN — It’s crunch time when it comes to complying with the state’s social distancing guidelines, Gov. Pete
Ricketts said Wednesday, again urging Nebraskans to maintain 6-foot distances and avoid gatherings of more than
10 people to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus.
“Right now is the time. We need everyone to participate,” Ricketts said. “Folks, by and large, are complying with it,
but we’ve got to do better.”
The state now has 56 of its 93 counties under directed health measures. They include requirements, enforceable by
law, that sit-down areas of bars and restaurants close and convert to takeout and delivery only, and that public
gatherings be limited to 10 or fewer people.
More than 83% of the state’s population is under such limits.
On Wednesday, as the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases climbed past 200, 15 more counties were added to the
list of counties under directed health measures, and residents in the rest of the state were urged to follow the
restrictions voluntarily.
Ricketts acknowledged that the state is “months” away from having the kind of widespread testing available to
conduct a random test of Nebraskans to determine the precise extent of the coronavirus epidemic.
The state is doing about 350 tests a day now, according to Nebraska Chief Medical Officer Dr. Gary Anthone, and has
the capability of doing 700 to 800 a day. But there’s a shortage of reagents, the chemicals needed to process the
tests, he said, and tests cannot be expanded until that is resolved.
“No governor in the country feels like they have the testing they need,” said Ricketts, who participated in a
conference call through the National Governors Association on Wednesday.
The governor, during his daily briefing at the State Capitol on the coronavirus outbreak, said he is not at this point
considering a statewide “stay-at-home” order, as has been mandated in several states. Nor, Ricketts said, does he
want to issue harsher guidance for big-box stores, whose crowded aisles over the weekend brought criticism from
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert, among others.
People and businesses, the governor said, just need to use “common sense” by washing hands frequently, staying
home if you are sick, shopping only when necessary and maintaining proper distances when out.
“We don’t need to bring down a big, heavy hand,” Ricketts said, though he added that the state “can take further
steps.”
He said that the slow rise in coronavirus cases in Nebraska appears to show that precautionary measures to date are
slowing the spread of the virus. He said case numbers are not multiplying as fast as they might be.
Ricketts also said Nebraskans need to do better at following social distancing guidelines, including limiting the size of
groups, maintaining a 6-foot distance between people and staying home if sick.
But he said signs indicate that the efforts made to date are slowing the spread of the virus.
The number of coronavirus cases in Nebraska is expected to peak in mid-April through mid-May, so the governor
said that steps taken now to limit contact with other people can make a big difference.
“We can all be a part of slowing the spread,” Ricketts said.
As of Wednesday, Nebraska had five deaths and 214 confirmed cases of COVID-19, the disease caused by the
coronavirus. But a new study predicts that 442 Nebraskans could die from the virus before the first wave ends in late
June.
That would make COVID-19 one of the top 10 causes of death in the state. For 2017, the latest year available, 393
people died of pneumonia or influenza in the state.
Other things discussed during the governor’s briefing:


·         Manufacturers of shortage items, like toilet paper and sanitizer, are ramping up, and empty shelves should
be filling soon, according to Kathy Siefken of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association. But more “mega”
rolls of toilet paper may been seen because it’s more efficient to make those jumbo-size rolls, Siefken said.


·         Siefken repeated the recommended steps for shopping in grocery stores, which include not bringing
reusable bags (they can’t be guaranteed to be virus-free), shopping by yourself and trying to shop only once
a week, rather than daily. “As individuals, we need to limit the contact with other people,” she said.


·         The state has lined up dormitories at University of Nebraska campuses in Omaha, Lincoln and Kearney for
possible use if coronavirus cases outstrip hospital capacity. Rooms in now-closed hotels might also be used,
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Dr. Anthone said. The extra space would be used for those who need to isolate or who are already
recovering, he added.


·         Residents of a Blair nursing home that was closed due to several cases of coronavirus were transferred to
extra hospital space that had been freed up in Midlands Hospital in Papillion and St. Elizabeth Regional
Medical Center in Lincoln. Staff there were prepared and excited to help, Dr. Anthone said.


·         90% of the people who have tested positive for coronavirus in Nebraska are self-isolating at home, he said.
·         A new state law allowing online notarizing of documents will go into effect immediately, rather than the


scheduled July 1 start date, because of an executive order signed by the governor. That will help the banking
and real estate industries, according to State Banking Director Mark Quandahl.


By Paul Hammel and Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Ricketts: Nebraskans must ‘do better’ to slow coronavirus
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Gov. Pete Ricketts issued a stern warning Wednesday to try to pressure Nebraskans into
taking steps to keep the coronavirus from spreading, but he reiterated that he won’t impose a stay-at-home order
as at least 31 other states have done.
His comments came as the number of confirmed Nebraska cases rose to 210 as of Wednesday afternoon, with four
people dead. New cases have continued to surface daily, with 33 confirmed Wednesday afternoon, up from 25 the
previous day and 17 on Monday.
Ricketts said it appears that statewide social distancing rules are successfully preventing even larger increases, but
“we have to do more” to avoid overloading the state’s hospitals.
“Folks, we’ve got to do better,” he said at a Capitol news conference. “I have by and large seen that Nebraskans are
paying attention to this, but we’ve got to do better.”
Ricketts has repeatedly said he won’t issue a stay-at-home order, as at least 31 other states and the District of
Columbia have done.
Earlier Wednesday, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis issued a stay-at-home order that will remain in effect for at least 30
days amid growing pressure from local and federal authorities. The Florida order includes exceptions for buying
food, medicine and gas, visiting the doctor, outdoor exercise and commuting to jobs deemed essential. All
businesses not considered essential must close their offices and stores, but can let employees work from home.
Nebraska has taken a less restrictive, regional approach. Statewide, officials have urged residents not to have any
social gathering larger than 10 people, but that request isn’t legally enforceable.
However, Ricketts has also ordered more restrictive “directed health measures” in 52 of Nebraska’s 93 counties. The
directed health measures impose the same 10-person limit, but people who refuse to comply can be charged with a
misdemeanor. The orders also require restaurants and bars in those areas to close their dining areas, but they can
still offer takeout and delivery.
Asked Tuesday why Nebraska hasn’t announced a full stay-at-home order, Ricketts said he was following a tailored
approach out of concern that imposing such an order too early might lead some residents to grow weary and stop
following them, which would then allow the outbreak to worsen. He said more immediate action was needed in
places like Omaha and Lincoln because the number of local cases are likely to surge first, but rural areas may not
have the same problem.
A top lobbyist for Nebraska grocery stores said customers “need to take this issue very, very seriously,” so that state
officials aren’t forced to impose even tougher restrictions.
“Do what needs to be done so other people don’t need to make those decisions for you,” said Kathy Siefken,
executive director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association.
Siefken, who appeared with Ricketts at the news conference, said grocery stores are taking steps to keep the virus
from spreading, but some Nebraska stores have seen large crowds as people try to stock up on supplies.
Meanwhile, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services announced Tuesday that a Buffalo County man
in his 90s had become the state’s fourth resident to die of COVID-10.
For most people, COVID-19, the disease caused by the new coronavirus, causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. Older adults and people with existing health problems are
among those particularly susceptible to more severe illness, including pneumonia.
By Grant Schulte
 


LJS: Gov. Ricketts moves to close schools to students through May 31
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Students in Nebraska will not be returning to the classroom this spring.
In extending social distancing restrictions to more counties Wednesday evening, Gov. Pete Ricketts directed that
schools statewide remain closed to students through May 31.
Most districts end their school years in May, including Lincoln Public Schools. Students will complete the semester
taking classes through online instruction. 
Extracurricular activities are canceled statewide, under the latest directed health measure. 
By Todd Henrichs
 


AP: Governor orders Nebraska schools to remain closed to kids
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The governor has ordered Nebraska schools to remain closed to students through May 31 as
officials reported that the state’s COVID-19 death toll has risen to five.
Students have been taking their lessons at home via online classes since schools began closing last month as the
coronavirus pandemic spread through Nebraska. Gov. Pete Ricketts’ order, issued Wednesday, ensures the children
won’t be returning this school year to the close quarters of their classrooms.
The governor also canceled school extracurricular activities but said the closures don’t apply to staff members
working in school buildings.
The Nebraska Health and Human Services Department reported Wednesday night that the latest COVID-19 death
was a Madison County woman in her 70s who had underlying health conditions.
The state’s total number of confirmed cases has risen to 214, the department said. Nearly 3,600 people have tested
negative.
For most people, COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as
fever and cough that clear up in two to three weeks. Older adults and people with existing health problems are
among those particularly susceptible to more severe illness, including pneumonia.
Earlier Wednesday, Ricketts warned Nebraskans that they must help keep COVID-19 from spreading, but he
reiterated that he won’t impose a stay-at-home order as many other states have done.
It appears social distancing rules are preventing even larger case increases, Ricketts said, but “we have to do more”
to avoid overloading the state’s hospitals.
Statewide, officials have urged residents not to have any social gathering larger than 10 people, but that request
isn’t legally enforceable.
However, Ricketts has ordered more restrictive “directed health measures” to dozens of Nebraska’s 93 counties,
including 15 more he added Wednesday. The directed health measures impose the same 10-person limit, but
people who refuse to comply can be charged with misdemeanors. The orders also require restaurants and bars in
those areas to close their dining areas, but they can still offer takeout and delivery.
 


OWH: Ricketts: Most students will not return to classes this school year
 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts on Wednesday night made it official: Most students will not return to classes this
spring.
In a directed health measure issued late Wednesday, Ricketts directed schools statewide to operate without
students in their buildings through May 31. For most districts, including in Omaha and Lincoln, the academic year
ends in May.
Students have been learning from home via remote classes.
Extracurricular activities are also canceled statewide.
The restriction does not apply to school staff, who are allowed to report to work in buildings.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Gov. Ricketts' announcement effectively ends spring sports in Nebraska high schools
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts announced Wednesday night that extracurricular activities have been canceled
statewide through May 31 because of the coronavirus pandemic, meaning there will not be a spring sports season in
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Nebraska high schools.
In the governor’s directive released at 8:45 p.m., Nebraska schools are to operate without students in their buildings
through May 31.
Last week, the Nebraska School Activities Association announced that its activities were suspended through May 1,
in part because many schools were announcing that their buildings would be closed until the end of April.
NSAA Executive Director Jay Bellar could not be reached late Wednesday night for comment.
The coronavirus first affected NSAA activities with the boys basketball state tournament. On March 11, hours after
officials announced that a male Crofton High School student who had attended the girls state tournament games
March 5 had tested positive for COVID-19, the NSAA accepted the recommendation of the Lincoln/Lancaster County
Health Department to restrict attendance at boys tournament games to immediate family members.
Nebraska was one of the last four states to have high school competition. The boys tournament finished on schedule
March 14.
On March 16, the NSAA suspended practices until March 30 and competition until April 2. That was superseded
March 25 by the closures through May 1.
The NSAA’s spring postseason was to begin May 2 with soccer districts. State soccer has May 13 through 19 dates in
Omaha, state baseball May 16 through 21 in Lincoln and Papillion, state girls tennis May 21 and 22 in Omaha and
Lincoln, state track and field May 22 and 23 at Burke Stadium and state boys golf May 27 and 28 at four sites across
the state.
When he made the March 25 announcement, Bellar said the NSAA was continuing to follow federal and state
directives.
“If things happen on the positive side faster than we expect, we can make adjustments that way,” he said. “If the
closings go past May 1, there’s not a lot we can do at that point in time.”
By Stu Pospisil
 


NCN: Governor Ricketts give thoughts on panhandle school closure
 
SIDNEY, NE - Several students in the Nebraska Panhandle will not get to walk in a traditional graduation this May.
The Panhandle Public Health District announced Tuesday afternoon along with ESU 13 that all schools in the region
would close for the remainder of the school year.
Also as part of the announcement, PPHD said traditional graduation ceremonies in May will not be possible.
Norfolk Public Schools in northeast Nebraska had previously announced a closure for the rest of the year in late-
March, but this is the first sweeping move in which all schools in an E-S-U region are closing.
Wednesday morning on KSID, Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts gave his thoughts on the closure.
"Certainly it's going to create a burden for those seniors especially who are not going to have they high school
graduation that they thought they would," Ricketts said. "This is part of what is going to make them a generation of
people who have gone through tough times and know what it is like to go through that, and they'll come out
stronger on the other end."
Ricketts went on to offer these words of encouragement to the state as the world faces a global pandemic. 
"100 years ago when we went through World War I and a pandemic, this country emerged as the greatest nation on
the face of the Earth, and I have no doubt that we will come out on the other side of this pandemic as the greatest
nation on the face of the Earth."
Ricketts issued a directed health measure for the entire Panhandle Monday night. It is in effect until May 11th.
By Elic Chisam
 


Kearney Hub: Buffalo County man dies of COVID-19; Gov. Ricketts enacts Directed Health Measure in
area
 
HOLDREGE — Buffalo County recorded its first COVID-19 death Tuesday.
The patient, a man in his 90s, had been hospitalized since late last week. It is the fourth COVID-19 death in the state.
“We send our condolences to the family of this individual,” said Jeremy Eschliman, the health director at Two Rivers
Public Health Department.
Several hours earlier, a new case of COVID-19 was announced in Buffalo County, prompting Gov. Pete Ricketts to







enact a Directed Health Measure in the Two Rivers area. It includes Buffalo, Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, Harlan,
Kearney and Phelps counties.
The DHM went into effect at 10 p.m. Tuesday and remains in effect until May 11.
The new case was acquired by community transmission, Eschliman said. That is when a person has COVID-19, but
public health officials are unable to identify how or where that person became infected. No further information was
provided.
This newest case is the ninth in the Two Rivers area since March 20. Seven of those are in Buffalo County, including
the man who died Tuesday. There is also one case in Dawson County and one in Kearney County. Patients range in
age from their 30s to 90s. At least five of those cases are travel-related.
This is the sixth Directed Health Measure enacted in certain regions of Nebraska. A seventh DHM took effect
Tuesday night as well in Adams, Clay, Nuckolls and Webster counties.
Directed Health Measures impose enforceable limits on public gatherings. They apply to places such as, but not
limited to, theaters, churches, houses of worship, gyms, social clubs, salons and social gatherings, including
weddings, funerals, concerts and athletic events. These places are not required to close, but must continue to
practice social distancing.
Restaurants and bars are required to close dining areas immediately and move to take out service, delivery, and/or
curbside services only, until further notice. Restaurants will play a key part in feeding people throughout the
pandemic, Ricketts’ statement said.
Schools are directed to operate without students in the buildings, but school staff may continue working in the
building.
These measures do not apply to day care centers, which can stay open, with limitations, including no more than 10
children per classroom.
The Directed Health Measure does not apply to places such as office buildings, grocery stores, pharmacies, hospitals,
nursing homes, correctional facilities, courthouses, courtrooms, banks, car dealerships, auto repair shops, nursing
homes, long-term care facilities, small shops, golf courses, big box stores, gas stations, convenience stores, shopping
malls, manufacturing facilities, packing facilities, construction jobs and other traditional office settings.
Weddings and funerals also are subject to the 10-person limit. Event planners and facilities are encouraged to be
flexible with people who are rearranging their plans, Two Rivers said.
Eschliman added, “As our community holds this (grieving) family in our thoughts, we urge everyone to continue to
practice social distancing. We knew there would be deaths from COVID-19 in Nebraska, and this underscores the
potential seriousness of the disease and the importance of the measures we’re taking as individuals and as a state to
help slow the spread of the virus.”
By Mary Jane Skala
 


OWH: Madison County woman is state's fifth death; Nebraska's cases total 214
 
A Norfolk woman is the state’s fifth COVID-19 death, health officials reported Wednesday night.
The woman in her 70s had multiple underlying medical conditions, the Elkhorn Logan Valley Health Department
said.
Sixteen more people have tested positive for the disease caused by the novel coronavirus in Douglas County.
Several other counties reported new cases Wednesday, including a health care worker at a long-term care facility in
Hall County.
Nebraska’s total number of cases grew to 214 by 6 p.m. Wednesday, according to the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services.
Officials have said the actual number is almost certainly higher, owing to the limited availability of testing. By
Wednesday, 3,812 people had been tested. That means about 5.5% of tests have come back positive so far.
The latest batch of Douglas County cases involves a variety of ages: four people in their 20s and 30s, three in their
50s, four in their 60s and four older than 70. Another case is under investigation, and the person’s age isn’t yet
available.
Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour said people must remain home whenever possible as the county’s caseload
rose to 106 Wednesday night. Of those people, 17 have required hospitalization at some point.
“Social distancing is your best defense against COVID-19,” she said in a press release. “This is the proven public
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health method to stop the spread of this contagious disease.”
Sarpy, Platte, Hall, Lancaster, Saunders, Dodge, Madison and Buffalo Counties reported additional cases, including
the first case of community spread in Buffalo County and the first case in Cuming County. Community spread means
a person was not exposed to the coronavirus through travel or close contact with an person known to be infected.
There were 18 confirmed cases in Sarpy County as of Wednesday.
Officials with the Central District Health Department announced six new Hall County cases, including the health care
worker. The department did not name the facility where the person works.
The department “is currently working with the facility to identify possible exposures and to advise as to prevention
measures,” a press release says.
The Central District Health Department covers Hall, Hamilton and Merrick Counties — the area in and around Grand
Island. As of Wednesday evening, 21 people there had tested positive for COVID-19, the coronavirus disease.
That tally includes a Hall County woman in her 60s with underlying health problems who was Nebraska’s
second coronavirus-related death last week.
Including the Hall County care center, at least six nursing or rehabilitation facilities in Nebraska have residents or
health care workers with confirmed cases of coronavirus.
The others are Carter Place in Blair, where 19 workers and residents have tested positive; Papillion Manor in
Papillion; the Douglas County Health Center in Omaha; Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals’ Omaha campus; and St.
Joseph’s Rehabilitation and Care Center in Norfolk.
Gov. Pete Ricketts on Tuesday issued new guidance for nursing homes, including that all workers wear face masks.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported another travel-related case Wednesday, Lancaster
County’s ninth. It involves a man in his 30s who traveled to Dallas last month.
By Erin Duffy
 


NP Telegraph: North Platte officials ask citizens to voluntarily comply with governor's 'directed health
measure'
 
North Platte health and public officials said Wednesday night they were trying to absorb the full implications of Gov.
Pete Ricketts’ “directed health measure” in the wake of the city’s first confirmed “community spread” cases of
COVID-19 infection.
Law enforcement will prepare to enforce what now has become a legal limit on public gatherings of no more than
10 people in many settings, though not in grocery stores and other sites excluded in the governor’s order, Police
Chief Daniel Hudson said at a Wednesday night press conference.
But he urgently asked North Platte residents to voluntarily comply when officers find more people than allowed in
settings like parks or in restaurants where too many people might be standing in line to pick up a takeout order.
“We are going to ask our public: Please, please heed this directive,” Hudson told reporters. “We don’t want to come
into establishments and start citing people or arresting people.”
With less than three hours between Ricketts’ order and when it took effect, he said, law enforcement hadn’t fully
figured out what it can and cannot do to enforce the 10-person limit. They’ll be meeting with the city’s legal counsel
and the Lincoln County Attorney’s Office Thursday morning to get more clarification, he said.
Already Wednesday night, however, officers were making rounds of bars and restaurants informing them of the 10
p.m. start time of the governor’s order, he said.
Mayor Dwight Livingston also urged residents to continue observing the limits on gatherings and maintaining the
minimum 6-foot “social distancing” requirements so as many people in North Platte remain healthy as possible.
“We’ve got a lot of great people in North Platte that have complied, but we have quite a few who have not,” the
mayor said.
Hudson asked residents who see groups larger than the 10-person limit to use a special email
address, c19@ci.north-platte.ne.us, instead of calling 911.
“If we start getting hundreds of calls an hour with people saying ‘There’s kids in the park’ or ‘There’s people here,’ it
will crash our system,” he said.
Ricketts’ order affecting the six counties of the West Central District Health Department — Lincoln, Logan,
McPherson, Hooker, Thomas and Arthur — went into effect at 10 p.m. CT Wednesday.
It was the eighth such order issued across the state since cases of the novel coronavirus began showing up in
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Nebraska a month ago, with the confirmation of “community spread” — COVID-19 infections that can’t be traced
back to a definitive source — serving as the trigger in converting guidelines into legal directives.
Even so, the health orders now in place in North Platte aren’t as extensive as the total ban on public gatherings
imposed in the city on Oct. 7, 1918, when the Spanish flu pandemic’s arrival was confirmed. That order remained in
place for six weeks.
North Platte’s McKinley Education Center served as the backdrop for the latest press conference, which began with
Shannon Vanderheiden, the district health department’s executive director, highlighting the details of Ricketts’
directive.
She noted that all schools in the six counties, whether public or private, are not allowed to reopen to students or the
public before May 31. Though North Platte Public Schools already had canceled the rest of the 2019-20 school year,
North Platte Catholic Schools had not yet done so.
Self-quarantine and self-isolation guidelines for people with COVID-19 symptoms and those who live with them are
now mandatory, Vanderheiden said. Symptoms include cough, shortness of breath and a temperature of 100.4
degrees or higher.
“Our hope is people will continue to do what most have been doing” in isolating themselves when it’s indicated, she
said. “We don’t want to have to make people do anything.”
By Todd Von Kampen
 


Scottsbluff SH: PPHD officials: A lot of questions being asked about directed health measure
 
Continued calls for people to follow guidelines to prevent the spread of the coranvirus were the key focus of a call
updating the media and other officials on the state of cases in the Panhandle.
As of Wednesday, three cases of COVID-19 have been reported in Scotts Bluff County and one case has been
reported in Kimball County. There were no new cases reported.
In neighboring Goshen County, one case had also been reported last week. Heather Saul, of Goshen County Public
Health updated the Star-Herald with results from the state epidemiologist who says it has not been determined if
that case is community spread or not. No locations of potential exposure connected to that case in Scotts Bluff
County or Goshen County have been issued for the public. All close contacts have been alerted.
Paulette Schnell, Scotts Bluff County Health director, outlined that 210 cases and four deaths have been reported in
the state. In the Panhandle, 167 people have been tested, with a total of 39 test results still pending as of press
time.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts outlined that people need to be more cognizant of social distancing and other measures
put into place to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. With Scotts Bluff County’s cases as having been traced back
to community spread, Ricketts earlier issued an order that the 11 counties of the Panhandle and Grant County
would be under a directed health measure through May 11. That measure resulted in changes at restaurants and
bars, as well as limits to gatherings. PPHD officials reiterated that violation of the directed health measure is
enforceable and a person can be charged with a misdemeanor.
“We are getting a lot of questions about the directed health measure,” Kim Engel, director of Panhandle Public
Health District, said.
Some questions this week have included whether or not convenience stores have to close eating areas, if hotels can
continue to offer continental breakfast seating and if bowling alleys can continue to serve alcohol and food. All of
those establishments also fall under the direct health measure and must move to an option that includes take-out,
delivery or curbside pickup. At the hotel, for example, guests would need to take their food to their room, rather
than eating it in a designated seating area. Salons and fitness centers can remain open, but social distancing among
patrons is required.
One of the stringent requirements is that anyone who lives with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19 or is
experiencing symptoms, such as cough, fever, sore throat and difficulty breath, must also quarantine.
A lot of questions have also been asked throughout the week about people traveling. The guidance continues to be
that people who are traveling between states — except commuters for essential businesses — should quarantine
for 14 days from the date of the test or the onset of symptoms. Ricketts has indicated he will not stop interstate
travel, however, the state has taken action and is no longer granting turkey hunting permits to out-of-state persons.
The need to self-quarantine applies to those out-of state persons who have already been granted turkey hunting







permits, are camping or otherwise staying in the Panhandle. People who travel to the state for the upcoming holiday
are advised that they should self-quarantine for 14 days.
Essential workers continue to be advised that they should follow the policies of their employers if traveling between
states. Also, if essential workers have been identified as having been at any of the locations identified in the Scotts
Bluff County and Kimball County cases, they are advised to contact their employer for guidance. Members of the
general public are advised to self-quarantine.
Jessica Davies, assistant director of PPHD, said people with questions about the directed health measure and how it
applies to their business can reach out to PPHD officials for guidance. She said that often times, its best for staff to
discuss situations personally with those having questions to try to address specifics about their business or situation.
Resources continue to be a problem, Schnell said during Wednesday’s call. There are limits to personal protective
equipment (ppe) for health workers. Guidance for those who are sewing masks and other things for health care
workers has now been issued by PPHD as some hospitals begin accepting the homemade items. Those facilities
needing PPE can reach out to PPHD, which has a taskforce for areas such as health care and public safety, and a
form so that the organization can assess the need and provide equipment.
“We are doing our best to meet those needs with the resources that we have,” Tabi Prochazka, deputy director at
PPHD, said.
Additional information, including guidance for businesses, those in the ag community and others, is available on the
PPHD website, pphd.org.
By Maunette Loeks
 


10/11: Tenants hit by global pandemic scramble to come up with rent checks
 
OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) It’s a rent day like none seen before, millions of Americans pushed out of work by a global
pandemic; many of whom are left scrambling to come up with rent on this April 1.
“I’ve had to dip into my student loans in order to pay rent this month,” said Felice Dominguez, a single mother living
in Bellevue, Nebraska.
Two weeks ago Dominguez made a tough decision to leave her job as a cleaner.
“Not easy at all, said Dominguez. “Because I know I have rent and know I have bills to pay, but my son is high at risk
with the autoimmune disorders that he has.”
Terrified of exposing her immune-compromised son to coronavirus, she made the call
“I sat in the parking lot having a panic attack before the last house that I went to,” said Dominguez. “And finally told
my boss that I couldn’t do it anymore.”
Like so many renters struggling to get by amid the pandemic, Domingueaz is worried she will eventually get kicked
out
“What am I going to do with my three-year-old and my cat?” she said.
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has laid down an executive order calling on landlords not to evict tenants impacted
by the outbreak. Exactly how the order will be enforced will likely be decided in the courts, according to Legal Aid of
Nebraska.
“If anyone thinks they are at risk of eviction because of a loss of income, they can’t afford their rent, they should be
consulting an attorney,” said Scott Mertz with Legal Aid of Nebraska. “And if they cannot afford one apply with Legal
Aid of Nebraska.”
As for Dominguez, she’s just hoping she can find a way to come up with next month's rent.
“I have no idea,” she said. “I have no idea. I’m really scared about that.”
Under the Governor’s the executive order landlords are not supposed to evict anyone who has lost their job, or
wages because of the COVID-19 crisis.
People who are missing work to care for children or other relatives at home are also protected, as well as anyone
who's been exposed to the virus or contracted it.
At this time the Governor's order stands through the end of May.
 


WJAG: Grocery supply chain in Nebraska continues to be strong
 
LINCOLN - It’s been hard to find toilet paper lately thanks to people buying it in bulk when the coronavirus first hit.
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Though Kathy Siefken, Executive Director of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association said during the daily
coronavirus press conference at the Capitol Wednesday toilet paper is starting to be put back on the shelves.
Siefken said manufacturers are making one size of toilet paper, not three different sizes.
She also said trucks are continuing to replenish supplies and food to the grocery stores on a regular basis.
"Those small stores in rural Nebraska who get normally on average one truck per week. Will continue to get a
minimum of one truck per week. Stores that receive multiple trucks per day will continue to receive multiple trucks
per day. The system is working, the pipeline is filling back up. There are a few items where there's been a shortage
and you will start to see those items fill the shelves here within the next couple of weeks."
Siefken encouraged people to go shopping by themselves, only shop once a week, and if you feel sick have someone
shop for you.
Governor Pete Ricketts issued another executive order, this one for remote online notary.
Also Ricketts said there's a new directive health measure for Antelope, Boyd, Brown, Holt, Keya Paha, Knox, Pierce,
and Rock counties.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


AP: Trump resists national shutdown, leaving it up to states
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump is resisting calls to issue a national stay-at-home order to stem the
spread of the new coronavirus despite his administration's projections that tens of thousands of Americans are likely
to be killed by the disease. One by one, though, states are increasingly pushing shutdown orders of their own.
Trump said Wednesday he wants to give governors' “flexibility” on whether a stay-at-home policy is the best option
for their constituents but acknowledged that he's looking at limiting air and rail travel between hot spots within the
United States. The Republican president remains hesitant to press a unified policy even after the White House
released “sobering” new projections on Tuesday that 100,000 to 240,000 Americans will likely succumb to the
coronavirus even if current social distancing guidelines are maintained.
Surgeon General Jerome Adams said Wednesday the nation's federalist system leaves much of the authority on how
to properly respond to catastrophes to state governors and local officials.
“We trust the governors and the mayors to understand their people and understand whether or not they feel like
they can trust the people in their states to make the right decisions,” Adams said on ABC's “Good Morning America.”
On Wednesday alone, five more states — Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Nevada and Pennsylvania — added or
expanded their stay-at-home orders.
But the invocation of federalism in the midst of a crisis that threatens a nationwide body count on par with some of
the deadliest American wars suggests that Trump and his advisers are cognizant of the political ramifications of their
response. Republican governors in states like Florida, Texas and Nebraska have questioned the necessity of applying
strong social distancing rules to rural or exurban areas that haven't reported much evidence of the virus.
The lack of a unified, 50-state response also collides with evidence emerging that coronavirus infections are being
spread by people who have no clear symptoms, complicating efforts to gain control of the pandemic. A study
conducted by researchers in Singapore and published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on
Wednesday is the latest to estimate that around 10% of new coronavirus infections may be spread by people who
were infected with the virus but not experiencing symptoms.
Even while deferring to governors. the Trump administration has issued guidelines that have urged Americans to
work from home if possible, cancel on-site instruction at schools and avoid large gatherings. The resistance to a
more robust response comes even as Vice President Mike Pence said White House models for the coronavirus toll
show the country on a trajectory akin to hard-hit Italy.
Speaking to CNN, Pence said, “We think Italy may be the most comparable area to the United States at this point."
Italy, which has already recorded more than 13,000 deaths, has issued a nationwide quarantine, shutting down
almost all industrial production and offices and largely prohibiting residents from leaving their homes. The U.S. has
recorded more than 5,000 deaths, according to figures compiled by Johns Hopkins University.
The White House's best-case projection for loss of life assumes statewide stay-at-home orders, according to a senior
administration official familiar with Trump's thinking. Trump, the official said, is a believer in federalism and that it is
up to governors to set restrictions for their states. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss
internal discussions.
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More than 285 million people live in the 40 states where governors have declared statewide shelter-in-place orders
or have recommended that residents stay home. In other states — places like Iowa and Nebraska, among others —
governors have resisted state-level decisions, but some localities have declared residents should stay at home.
According to a poll published Wednesday by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, 78% of
U.S. adults, including 84% of Democrats and 76% of Republicans, favor requiring Americans to stay in their homes
except for essential errands. Americans in states that already had stay-at-home orders in place when the survey
began are more likely than those in states that did not to approve of their state's response, 63% to 51%.
Still, Trump — who has conducted long, near-daily briefings on his administration’s response to the virus outbreak
over the last three weeks — has been reluctant to use his bully pulpit to urge governors to issue orders that would
help effectively create a national quarantine.
“There are some states that are different,” Trump told reporters Wednesday. “There are some states that don't
have much of a problem.”
But there are signs that Trump administration officials are pushing behind the scenes for holdout governors to issue
statewide quarantines.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis had resisted issuing a statewide order but reversed course and issued one Wednesday as
federal and local pressure mounted for him to abandon the county-by-county approach he had implemented.
DeSantis, a Republican, told reporters that he decided to issue the order after consulting with Trump and White
House advisers.
Rep. Donna Shalala, a Florida Democrat, said earlier Wednesday that Trump should be pressing governors for a
unified approach to help stem the spread of the disease, calling his response so far “fragmented, weak and uneven.”
“He hasn’t made a national plea to say we’re all in this together, and he hasn’t even talked to the governors about
all doing the same thing,” Shalala, who was secretary of health and human services under President Bill Clinton, said
in an interview.
Authority to order quarantines inside states rests almost entirely with states under provisions in the U.S.
Constitution ceding power not explicitly delegated to the federal government to states, courts have ruled
consistently for years. While the federal government itself can’t order nationwide quarantines or impose
quarantines on states, courts have said it has clear power under constitutional clauses regulating commerce to
quarantine international travelers or those traveling state to state who might be carriers of deadly diseases.
A few legal scholars have argued that the Constitution’s Commerce Clause may vest Trump with powers to impose a
multiple state or national lockdown with or without states' approval, though any such move under that minority
interpretation would almost certainly be challenged immediately as unconstitutional.
Pence told CNN that leaders and residents of states that haven't been hard hit are already taking action to slow the
virus' spread.
In Nebraska, Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts has said he’s basing his decisions on the advice he gets from public
health experts at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, which has dealt extensively with outbreaks and served
as a quarantine space for Ebola patients. In Iowa, Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds has resisted a mandatory shelter-in-
place order, saying the data she looks at doesn’t yet justify it in her state.
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, another Republican, said her voluntary guidance had helped slow the infection rate.
“The calls to apply a one-size-fits-all approach is herd mentality, it’s not leadership,” she said.
Ricketts, a vocal Trump supporter, has repeatedly said he won’t impose a stay-at-home order in Nebraska but has
ordered restaurants either to close their dining areas or allow no more than 10 people inside at once, depending on
their location in the state.
In Texas, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has ordered schools to stay closed through at least May and imposed
restrictions that doctors and even his critics say are tantamount to a stay-at-home order for the state. Still, Abbott
refused to call it that.
“This is not a stay-at-home strategy. A stay-at-home strategy would mean that you have to stay home," Abbott said.
“This is a standard based upon essential services and essential activities."
By Aamer Madhani, Zeke Miller and Alan Fram
 


Fox News: Coronavirus deaths top 5,000 in US as more states issue stay-at-home orders
 
Grim news of coronavirus infections and fatalities continued in the U.S. on Wednesday, with the number of
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confirmed cases rising above 200,000 and the number of deaths surpassing 5,000.
The fatalities for Wednesday alone topped 1,000 -- a one-day toll more than double that usually recorded for lung
cancer and influenza combined, USA Today reported. Some researchers predicted U.S. coronavirus deaths could
surpass 2,000 per day by mid-April, exceeding daily deaths attributed to heart disease, the report said.
Amid the climbing numbers, five more states – Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Nevada and Pennsylvania – added or
expanded stay-at-home orders, while Michigan proposed a 70-day extension of an emergency declaration that had
been set to expire April 7.
“Now is the crunch time for us to lessen the peak, to make the bullseye smaller so we don't overrun our health care
system,” Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp said, according to FOX 5 of Atlanta. He added that the next three weeks were
critical for Georgia and that residents needed to “hunker down.”
In Missouri, Republican Gov. Mike Parson remained among the dwindling number of governors to resist issuing a
stay-at-home order in the absence of a federally mandated policy, the Kansas City Star reported.
“Right now there’s still 95 counties in this state that has less than five cases of coronavirus in it,” Parson said
Tuesday, according to the Star. “The majority, 75 of them, has one or two. I have to take all that into consideration
as I make decisions on how it affects the economy and how it will affect those areas.”
President Trump has insisted that states should be free to determine for themselves which safety measures to
implement, citing disparities in how the states have been affected by the outbreak.
“There are some states that are different,” Trump told reporters Wednesday, according to The Associated Press.
“There are some states that don’t have much of a problem.”
Not even second-place New Jersey, with more than 22,000 confirmed cases of the virus, came close to approaching
first-place New York, which continued to lead the nation with nearly 84,000 cases. New Jersey also trailed far behind
New York in deaths, with 355 compared to more than 2,200.
Nevertheless, all 50 states were grappling with a situation that members of the president’s Coronavirus Task Force
confirmed this week would get far worse before it gets better, with the deaths of 100,000 to 240,000 Americans
expected in the weeks ahead despite the varying intervention measures.
Still, other governors in states without officially declared stay-at-home orders said they remained convinced such
moves were not necessary in their states.
In Nebraska, Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts has said he’s been relying on advice from public health experts at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center, which has dealt with previous outbreaks and provided quarantine space for
Ebola patients.
But Ricketts has ordered restaurants either to close their dining areas or allow no more than 10 people inside at
once, depending on their location in the state, according to the AP.
He also said Wednesday that Nebraska’s schools would remain closed through May 31, the Lincoln Journal Star
reported.
In Iowa, Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds also has held off from mandating that residents shelter in place, claiming the
data she sees doesn’t justify it.
But Reynolds hinted Wednesday she may extend the closures of businesses and schools in the state on
Thursday, the Des Moines Register reported.
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, another Republican, said the infection rate has slowed in her state with only
voluntary safety measures in place, the AP reported.
“South Dakota is not New York City,” Noem told reporters Wednesday, according to the Argus Leader of Sioux Falls.
“The calls to apply a one-size-fits-all approach is herd mentality, it’s not leadership.”
Even in a time of crisis, Americans’ personal freedoms were paramount, she added.
“The people themselves are primarily responsible for their safety," Noem said. "They are the ones that are entrusted
with expansive freedoms. They're free to exercise their rights to work, to worship, and to play. Or to even stay at
home, or to conduct social distancing.”
In Texas, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has imposed restrictions that doctors and even his critics say are equivalent
to stay-at-home orders but he refuses to use that description.
“This is not a stay-at-home strategy. A stay-at-home strategy would mean that you have to stay home," Abbott said.
“This is a standard based upon essential services and essential activities.”
While the policy debates continued, the rising numbers were undeniable in some of the nation’s emerging hotspots
beyond New York and New Jersey.
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Louisiana reported more than 6,400 cases of the virus as of Wednesday afternoon, with 273 deaths, according
to FOX 8 in New Orleans.
Michigan reported more than 9,300 cases and 337 deaths, according to The Detroit News.
In Illinois, the number of cases reached more than 6,900 with 141 deaths, Chicago’s FOX 32 reported.
The daily U.S. death toll from coronavirus is unlikely to drop back below 100 before June 11, a University of
Washington study predicts, according to USA Today.
By Dom Calicchio
 


OWH: Six more Douglas County Health Center residents test positive for COVID-19, bringing total to 8
 
Six more residents at a long-term care center in Douglas County tested positive for COVID-19 Wednesday.
With two residents confirmed positive on Sunday, the Douglas County Health Center now has eight long-term
residents and three staff members who have tested positive for the coronavirus disease, health officials said.
Five of the residents are hospitalized and in stable condition. Three are isolated at the health center and being
monitored by staff. One employee is hospitalized in stable condition, and the other two employees are self-isolating
at home.
Erin Nelson, the center’s administrator, said Sunday that officials think an infected employee spread the virus to the
first two residents. At some point during routine screening of employees, officials found that the worker had an
elevated temperature, and he was sent home to self-isolate.
All employees at the health center are trained and required to wear masks. Their temperatures are also checked
before starting a shift, officials said.
“We are doing everything in our power to contain the spread,” Nelson said in a press release Wednesday.
By Jessica Wade
 


OWH: Will Omaha courthouse become coronavirus cluster? State senator wants building to close
 
Despite the crisis that is the coronavirus, the last two weeks of March were merely business as unusual at the
Douglas County Courthouse.
A handful of regulars gathered in a judge’s back room as a lawyer strummed his guitar in an impromptu folk session,
killing time during the downtime. In another courtroom, a defense attorney was urged to go home after he sweated
and coughed his way through a conversation. “Can’t,” responded the attorney, a solo practitioner. “Don’t have
health insurance.”
And a prosecutor — unaware that he had coronavirus — had close encounters (6 feet or less) with at least 50
courthouse folks over the past two weeks. Fifteen-minute coffee talks with judges and their staff. Twenty-minute
hearings with defendants and their attorneys.
After the prosecutor found out Monday he had tested positive for COVID-19, a chunk of the courthouse was forced
to clear out. Those 50-plus people — including eight of the county’s 16 district judges, two dozen county attorneys
and staff members and a dozen public defenders — are supposed to be home in self-quarantine for the next two
weeks. In a place that is used to delayed results, it might be mid-April before courthouse regulars know whether the
coronavirus exposure turns into a courthouse cluster.
Now, a state senator is turning up the volume on his calls to temporarily close the courthouse.
State Sen. Justin Wayne, an Omaha attorney who handles a mix of issues from criminal defense to evictions, said he
urged city and county officials to do so in a conference call last week. The Omaha-Douglas Public Building
Commission runs the courthouse and the City-County Building.
“In no way am I saying shut down the legal system — you can still have hearings by phone or by Zoom
(videoconferencing software),” Wayne said. “I am saying, ‘Shut down the Douglas County Courthouse.’ Our physical
presence is just not necessary.”
Douglas County Public Defender Tom Riley said his attorneys went from relative calm to “their hair on fire” Monday
and Tuesday.
“Really — it is time to stop f@#%&*g around,” Riley wrote in an email to city and county officials. “To be honest,
everyone should be tested. Period.”
Courthouses have been classified under essential services and thus excluded from the 10-person limit enacted in 41
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of Nebraska’s 93 counties. Still, health officials have grown alarmed, even after Douglas County delayed hearings
and trials to try to curb numbers. Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour told a judge this week that she was
“appalled at how much foot traffic” the courthouse still has — comparing it to the streams of people venturing into
home-improvement and grocery stores.
No one interviewed pointed a finger at the prosecutor who tested positive. An affable, longtime deputy Douglas
County attorney, he didn’t feel well after a training trip to Kansas unrelated to work, went home and reportedly
returned to work only after a doctor cleared him. He worked sporadically over the past two weeks. Friday, he found
out that a fellow trainee had a positive test, went to the doctor and was tested. He got the results Monday.
But fingers were pointed in other directions — including at Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Heavican,
who, after being informed of the prosecutor’s positive test, told a judge Monday he wasn’t changing his mind; he
was keeping the courts open.
“Ridiculous,” said a longtime courthouse bailiff. “It’s all on him what happens down here (the rest of the way).”
Heavican didn’t return a phone call. State Court Administrator Corey Steel said the chief justice asked him to call
instead.
The chief justice’s March 12 order — titled “in re: Novel Coronavirus and Covid-19 disease” — noted that “one of
the most effective ways to protect against the spread of this disease is to limit exposure.” The chief then called on
judges and attorneys, to the “extent possible … to screen people who may be exhibiting the symptoms of an
infectious respiratory illness.”
The positive test of the prosecutor — who didn’t have any severe symptoms — proves how impossible that task is,
said two Douglas County judges, who spoke on condition that they not be named.
Heavican also specified that the order “may be updated as conditions change.” On March 12, Nebraska had 11
confirmed cases. As of Wednesday, it had 214 cases and five deaths. Heavican hasn’t amended his order.
Steel noted that local officials, not the state, control whether courthouses remain open. In some counties, citizens
and litigants arrive at courthouse doors to find them locked, with a sign posted with a phone number to call to try to
gain access. In others, deputies are posted outside the door to screen people to see if they have business that must
be done.
Steel said the chief justice has encouraged alternative ways to dispense justice. Several counties, including Douglas,
have taken measures restricting access — and have utilized alternatives to in-court appearances, such as
conferences by video or telephone.
Steel emphasized that the public needs some access to the courts. The state’s high court put it this way: “Even in an
emergency, Nebraska courts and court offices strive to remain open. Keeping the courts open is an attempt to
ensure that no person is deprived access to the courts, even in the aftermath of an emergency.”
Steel estimated that Douglas County has reduced its activity to 15% to 20% of what would normally go on. Hearings
and jury trials are being postponed. Douglas County’s juvenile court is conducting hearings entirely by telephone or
video.
In county and district court, judges can work and hold hearings from home. Now, with half of the district judges in
self-quarantine, officials are asking litigants and lawyers to call each judge’s bailiff to make arrangements.
Ironically, two coronavirus-prevention efforts led the prosecutor to be all over the courthouse over the past two
weeks. First, County Attorney Don Kleine had encouraged prosecutors to work from home — and had just a
slimmed-down crew in the office. The prosecutor in question was on that crew — and that led him to handle more
cases in more courtrooms than normal.
The other factor: Courtrooms were busy expediting cases to get inmates out of jail to make room for those being
arrested. That led to more hearings, more people and more exposure to the infected prosecutor.
“We just can’t stop,” said Douglas County District Court administrator Doug Johnson. “The spigot has to keep
spinning because people are coming in to jail.
“But yes, I’m concerned. I’m in (the courthouse’s) tiny elevators every day. We’re obviously violating the social
distancing (guidelines) in there. We’ve got to plug through this thing and hope that this too shall pass.”
The building commission on Wednesday sent crews in to deep-clean the courtrooms and back rooms where the
prosecutor was.
Scrubbing, while necessary, does little to cure the worry, Wayne said. The state senator said too many officials,
national and local, are hoping rather than acting in the face of a virus that doesn’t yield to hope. Wayne spent part
of Monday searching his mind as to whether he ran into the prosecutor over the past two weeks. He spent part of
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Tuesday trying to see if an eviction hearing was taking place.
He found out it was — and started worrying about the down-on-their-luck clients who will risk exposure as they try
to defend their homes or, in criminal court, their freedom.
Wayne said he begrudgingly planned to venture to the courthouse Wednesday, wearing gloves and a mask.
The prosecutor’s case “proves the point,” Wayne said. “We’ve got that many people directly exposed. This is going
to be a workers’ comp issue if we continue to knowingly put people in harm’s way for their jobs. I mean, what else
has to happen before we finally shut it down?”
By Todd Cooper
 


LJS: Lincoln's 9th case caught coronavirus on trip to Texas; mayor hopes 'tough' early measures
blunted local spread
 
Lincoln health officials have confirmed a ninth case of COVID-19 in the city and identified the newest patient with
the disease as a man in his 30s who developed symptoms after returning home from Texas.
The man went to Dallas on March 11 and returned five days later before developing symptoms of COVID-19 on
March 21, interim Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director Pat Lopez said.
He received the COVID-19 test March 26, and the positive results came back Wednesday. 
The people he has been in close contact with have quarantined themselves, she said. 
Earlier this week, city and health officials said travel to areas in the U.S. with prevalent spread of the coronavirus had
been how patients here acquired it. Only one of the city's nine cases has resulted from the local spread of
coronavirus.
Local health department staff continue to monitor 95 people for signs of COVID-19, and 35 cases remain pending at
the state's public health lab in Omaha.
So far, 386 people have tested negative for the virus, and an unknown number of tests are pending at private labs.
But Bryan Health alone has 283 pending tests, including 243 from its drive-thru clinic launched last week. 
Overall, Nebraska had 214 confirmed cases of COVID-19 as of Wednesday evening and recorded five deaths from
the disease, according to the latest figures from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. 
Nearly one of every two confirmed cases in Nebraska comes from Douglas County.
During a videoconference with Lincoln Chamber of Commerce members Wednesday, Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird
said she's hopeful measures the city has taken to blunt the spread will bear fruit.
Early moves Lincoln made, such as not allowing fans at the boys state basketball tournament and closing schools,
"have put us in a strong position to fight the virus," she said.
Gaylor Baird noted that not allowing fans at the basketball tournament was "one of the toughest decisions we made
early on." But she also said it was vindicated when colleges and pro leagues canceled games shortly after.
She commended residents for doing a good job following recommendations to stay home as much as possible and
avoid gathering with others, and she also stressed the importance of people staying home if they are sick.
"If we can stop the spread of the virus and limit it within a household, we've done important, heroic work to protect
the rest of the community and to protect all the medical professionals who are on the front lines," Gaylor Baird said.
She said that only time will tell if Lincoln has done enough to flatten the curve and limit COVID-19 infections.
By Riley Johnson
 


OWH: Offutt service member tests positive for COVID-19
 
An active duty member at Offutt Air Force Base has tested positive for COVID-19, according to a statement from the
Air Force.
It is the first confirmed case of the coronavirus at the base. 
The service member is recovering and being closely monitored by medical personnel, officials said. The individual
has not come into close contact with anyone outside of the person's house after exhibiting symptoms, according to
the statement.
The base has taken protective measures, under Health Protection Condition Charlie, to lessen the risk of exposure to
personnel. This includes: social distancing, continued strict hygiene and increased sanitizing measures in common
areas.







By Jessica Wade
 


LJS: COVID-19 model for Nebraska shows range of deaths and health care demands
 
There's a science to match the new world we're living in now. 
It's called outbreak science, and it comes with an important companion: mathematical prediction tools that are
garnering a lot of attention. 
The White House reviewed a dozen such models recently, and one of its own creation, for making decisions
regarding the coronavirus crisis.
But a University of Nebraska Medical Center professor and infectious disease specialist, David Brett-Major, says
models are not meant to be answers. They are only meant to be guideposts for planning, and as sentinels for
resources. 
Some coronavirus model predictions have been criticized for their complexities and uncertainties and the inevitable
confusion they cause among a public that wants information, maybe some reassurance. 
It's a given that outbreak models will change as their developers learn more about the real numbers of cases, deaths
and spread.
"And so it's a numbers-chasing game we have not joined. Or at least I have not," Brett-Major said. "Models are a
conversation and not a formulaic output." 
A COVID-19 forecast by the respected Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington
attracted media attention this week for its state-by-state model.
Originally published March 26, it has been updated twice since. Initial projections of 424 deaths in Nebraska grew to
442 and Wednesday to 448. 
The latest projection put the peak for deaths in Nebraska at 15 per day April 24, dropping to zero by June 13.
It assumes continued social distancing and predicts Nebraska will have adequate hospital beds. And there will be a
need, the model indicated Wednesday, for 168 ventilators. 
A real-time tracking of the virus by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services showed Nebraska's
curve is starting sharply upward, with 214 confirmed cases and five deaths, as of Wednesday evening. Douglas
County has nearly half of those cases.
The University of Washington model is for the first wave of the illness.
"We seem to be smoldering," Brett-Major said of Nebraska. "We seem to be still early. We probably are
experiencing more cases than we know. But on the other hand, we probably are in a better place than most
regarding testing."
Nebraska's curve upward in cases will probably be later and, with hope, lower than hard-hit states, he said, and
affected by public health directed measures that closed restaurants and schools and mandated no gatherings larger
than 10 people.
Brett-Major said for their planning purposes, he and his colleagues look at sources of large data and compile
information to know how to provide health services and continue to maintain the medical center system. UNMC is a
sounding board for the state and expected to provide a depth of information, working alongside Nebraska public
health officials. 
He is a member of a group that published an article in "Nature Communications" recently on using outbreak science
to strengthen the use of models during epidemics. 
Infectious disease modeling has played a prominent role in recent outbreaks, but integrating it into public health
decision-making has been challenging, the article says. 
The group would like to see the way people organize and report on models in emergencies change, with better
communication and connections between those who build the models and those public health officials who use
them. 
Models, for the most part are not bad guesses, Brett-Major said, although there have been guesses that have been
wildly wrong, such as during the Ebola outbreak in West Africa in 2014-2016. 
With the coronavirus, investigators are able to look at and get information on its movement from variant influenza
viruses, those that start in animals and move to humans. 
"Even though this coronavirus probably does transmit more easily than a usual new strain of flu, there's a lot more
experience with this, so we kind of know that it's going to be common," he said. "We know that it's going to spread







in a way with which we're accustomed. And we know there's not a lot of immunity in the population to slow it down
yet." 
Weather can cause breaks in the patterns. And when this virus comes around again, there will be more immunity to
lessen it some, and then it will go in cycles and eventually be one of the common coronaviruses that are seen, he
said. 
"In fairness, the rest of it might be predicted even better than the stock market," he said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: UNMC study suggests coronavirus has airborne transmission potential, but not like measles
 
An early study by University of Nebraska Medical Center researchers and others has found some potential for
airborne transmission of the novel coronavirus.
But it’s not the type of spread associated with highly contagious airborne diseases such as the measles and
chickenpox.
The researchers stressed, however, that their findings do not confirm that the virus spreads in an airborne fashion.
While they recovered the virus’s genetic material in the samples they collected, more study is underway to
determine whether they captured live virus that can be grown in the lab. Additional evidence also is needed to
determine the risk of airborne transmission of the virus.
“It doesn’t appear to spread like classic airborne viruses,” said Dr. Mark Rupp, chief of UNMC’s infectious diseases
division. “We’re not seeing that with COVID-19.”
Many things, in fact, still aren’t known about the virus and how it spreads, including how much it takes to infect
another person. The report, published in an online archive before peer review by outside scientists, is one of many
that researchers around the world are conducting and publishing rapidly as they seek to get a better handle on the
virus.
In this case, the researchers collected samples from the air, in bathrooms and from surfaces in 11 isolation rooms
that housed some of the original 13 people who tested positive for COVID-19, the illness caused by the virus, after
being rescued from a stricken cruise ship.
The 13 were among a total of 15 passengers who were monitored and treated in the Nebraska Biocontainment
Unit and the National Quarantine Unit, both on the UNMC campus, between mid-February and mid-March. The
researchers are affiliated with UNMC, Nebraska Medicine and the University of Nebraska’s National Strategic
Research Institute.
The study found high levels of contamination by the virus, detected by genetic testing, on commonly used surfaces
and in the air of patients’ rooms. Air samples from hallways outside of rooms where staff were moving in and out of
doors also were positive.
The study suggests that COVID-19 patients, even those who are only mildly ill, may create aerosols of virus and
contaminate surfaces that may pose a risk of transmission.
The findings, the researchers wrote, suggest that the virus might be spread through both larger droplets produced
when people cough or sneeze and person-to-person contact, as well as through indirect contact with contaminated
objects and airborne transmission.
Rupp said the study doesn’t do much to change recommendations for the general public. The federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has posted guidance on how to prevent spread through close contact with family
members, including limiting an infected person to a separate bathroom and bedroom if possible.
That guidance includes information on properly cleaning surroundings if someone has a respiratory illness. The virus
is believed to be killed relatively easily by a long list of household cleaners.
It does, however, emphasize the need for aggressive social distancing. “This will really crimp down the transmission
of this virus from person to person in society,” Rupp said in a discussion of the study on Facebook Live.
Rupp said he did not believe the general public needed to wear masks.
Whether to recommend that the public wear cloth masks when out and about is a matter the CDC reportedly is
reviewing. Any recommendation, however, is expected to come with the caveat that medical masks be reserved for
health care providers.
The study also shows how important it is for health care workers caring for COVID-19 patients to take precautions
against virus transmission, said John Lowe, UNMC’s vice chancellor for Inter-professional Health Security Training
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and Education.
“That means wearing the proper personal protective equipment, using negative air pressure rooms for these
patients whenever possible and being mindful about the method of entering and exiting these rooms,” he said.
Dr. James Lawler, director of the Global Center for Health Security at UNMC, said teams who were caring for the
cruise ship passengers were taking such precautions and will continue to do so, even as the number of patients
increases.
More research, however, is needed to characterize the virus’s environmental risk.
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: One small Nebraska town waits and wonders: What will be left after coronavirus?
 
DODGE — Sitting alone on a bar stool at his deserted small-town tavern, Dave Brester contemplated the future.
The Merry Martini is a major gathering place in this farm town, 18 miles northwest of Fremont. But in the last couple
of weeks, the afternoon card players quit coming, as did the after-work crowd, and the Friday afternoon club.
Instead, the sign on the door reads, “Dodge County closed us. Carry outs only.” And a tub near the entrance holds
bottles of wine selling for only $5 each.
There’s not much to do, said Brester, 73, who’s owned the bar Merry Martini for 28 years.
“We don’t have anyone in here. Carry out is the only thing that’s going to carry us through,” he said. “But it’s going
to get tougher … and it’s not just us, it’s going to effect everyone.”
Dodge, population 597, is dealing with the coronavirus crisis like lots of small towns in Nebraska. There’s plenty of
uncertainty, concern and even confusion about how to carry on with life in a world where the all the schools are
closed, social activities are suspended, and you need to stand six feet apart when you go to the grocery store or walk
down the sidewalk.
Even Mass at the town’s St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church, which looms over Dodge from the top of a hill, has been
cancelled.
There’s never been anything like this before, said Kathy Kauffold, who’s been putting out the weekly Dodge Criterion
newspaper for 57 years.
“It’s the first time in the history of America that all the churches are closed for Easter,” she said. “That’s sad.”
There’s some sense here that the virus might bypass Dodge, and that it’s mostly a big city problem. But there’s also
a growing awareness, as more and more restrictions are announced and more cases are identified in Dodge County
and elsewhere, that it really isn’t.
“In Dodge, I think we have a false sense of security — it’s not going to get here. But it is going to get here,” said Jody
Stecher, a personal banker at Farmers State Bank in Dodge.
The bank’s lobby has been closed for two weeks — drive-thru and online banking only — and its electronic sign
flashes a huge “closed” sign in announcing the status of the town library.
Bank employees are alternating — half working at home and half working behind the locked doors of the bank.
“It’s tough to survive in a small town anyway, and then you have to close your business or alter the way you do
business,” Stecher said. “It’s hard having to see businesses struggle.”
So Stecher and a couple of friends organized a “Corona Cruise and Bear Hunt” on Sunday evening, inviting area
residents to drive through town and document where they found bear dolls and signs posted in windows of Dodge
businesses and homes.
An estimated 100 tractors, pickups, cars, golf carts, grain trucks and even a combine showed up, after first doing a
drive through nearby Howells. Up to 143 bears were counted. Similar cruise nights have been held in several other
Nebraska towns, too, to relieve the monotony.
“We had a little fun,” said Kristine Uhing, a bookkeeper at the 2nd Street Market. “People needed to get out into a
little sunshine.”
Her son, Mason, also got to drive his new van, painted like the one in “Scooby Doo,” at a cruise. His initial plan was
to drive it to prom, which was cancelled.
The cruisers supplied a boost to local businesses, stopping for burgers and fries at the Hilltop Lanes bowling alley,
“tastee” sandwiches at the Dodge City Bar, and to-go cocktails and beer at Merry Martini.
“If you want businesses at the end of this, you need to support them. They need it right now,” said Stecher, who is a
distant relative of Dodge’s most famous resident, Joe Stecher, a three-time, world wrestling champ a century ago.







Social distancing? Well, that was a little relaxed during the Corona Cruise, townspeople said, as groups stood along
the main street and piled together into vehicles.
Stecher said she’s probably violating social distancing rules by regularly checking on her 88-year-old grandmother.
“I’ve been told. I’ve got to clean up my ways,” she said.
But Dodge has plenty of older residents, and Stecher said she worries about them and the isolation. They can’t go to
church, can’t go to card groups, can’t get together for coffee.
“I keep my circle (of contacts) small,” she said, to limit contracting or spreading the virus.
At the town nursing home, Parkview Home, visitors have been banned for a couple of weeks, “window” visits only.
There’s extra cleaning and extra checks, per guidelines from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
At the Dodge grocery store, business was brisk at midday on Monday, with customers trying to avoid one another in
narrow aisles and standing apart at the check-out stand. Carry-out grocery service is now available, and home
deliveries have been expanded to every day of the week, and at no charge.
Chairs at the lunch area have been removed at the supermarket. The normal lunch crowd can’t gather there
anyway. But Monday’s lunch special — two pork brisket sliders for $3 — was proving a popular take-out item.
There were a couple of rolls of toilet paper left on the shelves on Monday, but they were gone by Tuesday. There’s
been no deliveries of toilet paper, or products like hand sanitizer and rubbing alcohol for the past couple of weeks,
and cheese and eggs are also hard to get, said 2nd Street Market owner Malinda Kempf.
The problem isn’t her customers, Kempf said, but a lack of deliveries from warehouses, which reportedly still lack
several products.
“We’re kind of out here in the bohunks,” she said. “So we don’t get the big store stuff.”
But except for the local dental office and, just this week, the Dodge City Bar, businesses were open in Dodge. Farm
trucks rumbled to the grain elevator; a fork lift driver loaded a cattle chute at a manufacturing outlet; gas was still
being pumped at the filling station at the end of the block.
Package deliveries are as robust as during Christmas, according to Dodge Postmaster Lynn Harms.
“People are bored so they’re deciding, ‘Let’s order something online,’" Harms said.
At the local newspaper, Kauffold was working her afternoon shift, alternating with the Criterion’s other employee
who works mornings and then sanitizes the office.
But with no spring sports to cover, no spring concerts and few community events to promote and advertise, it’s a
struggle, she said. “Our school superintendent hopes to have some kind of graduation ceremony. Maybe it will be
outside,” Kauffold said.
Overall, folks in Dodge are like folks everywhere else — wondering when this is going to end, wondering if someone
they know might get infected, wondering what will be left when it’s over. Will that be a month? Or months?
There have been no confirmed cases of coronavirus in Dodge, but there had been four cases reported in Dodge
County as of noon Wednesday, and one in Cuming County, just a mile to the north.
This Sunday in Dodge, there will be another Corona Cruise to support local businesses. But this time, hearts will be
placed in windows instead of bears. It’s the least that can be done in these uncertain times, Stecher said.
“I think eventually it’s going to be OK,” she said. “It’s just going to take while.”
By Paul Hammel
 


OWH: Traffic plunges across Nebraska amid pandemic. But are we still driving too much?
 
Traffic across Nebraska has plummeted on streets and highways as people shelter to fight the novel coronavirus.
Different counts suggest Dodge Street traffic through central Omaha has dropped by half, while Interstate traffic is
down by 41% from Lincoln to Iowa.
The data shows an incredible turn as society pivots in response to the pandemic. But amid the calls to stay home for
the greater good, the figures also raise the question: Are people still driving too much?
Unacast, an international analytics company that uses cellphone location data, has created a “Social Distancing
Scoreboard” rating the United States, individual states and counties on how much they’re cutting their travel and
nonessential visits.
Nebraska rates a C- for its behavioral changes, although it’s unclear how traffic from the continued flow of vital
interstate trucking traffic factors into the state’s grade. Douglas County rates a C.
Greg Youell, executive director of the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency, said he drove down a nearly empty Dodge
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Street one evening recently, and it felt almost eerie.
But he said the traffic that remains is often the people who need to take their trips the most, including doctors,
nurses and people supporting vital services.
“It’s good that they’re there,” Youell said, “and it’s kind of a lifeline for keeping everything going in this
unprecedented time.”
Tuesday, the Nebraska Department of Transportation released traffic figures showing the slowdown cascade
through March.
In the first week of March, traffic volumes were up 2% compared with the March average for the three-year period
from 2016 to 2018. By the third week of March, traffic was down 19%, and then 29% by last week.
The Interstate showed the biggest drops. Traffic was down 41% on Interstate 80 from Lincoln to Iowa and in Omaha
on Interstates 480 and 680. Traffic volume was down 36% on I-80 west of Lincoln.
Other Douglas County and Sarpy County highways and streets were down 28% by the end of March.
The data comes from the department’s system of 67 automated, continuous traffic counters across the state.
Kyle Schneweis, the Department of Transportation’s director, said Nebraska’s freight traffic remains at near-normal
levels. He said the department will continue analyzing the data to understand the impacts and trends.
Jeff Riesselman, the City of Omaha’s traffic engineer, said the city is looking at its available traffic numbers, too. They
appear to be in line, he said, with the state’s figures and traffic numbers nationally.
Wednesday, the city released a collection of traffic figures compared with the last week of February. The numbers
were measured at three intersections with radar detection signals:


·         144th Street and West Center Road: -44%
·         72nd and Grover Streets: -39%
·         120th and L Streets: -36%


On Dodge Street between 69th and 93rd Streets, traffic volumes were down 52%. On 84th Street from Center Street
to Lincoln Street in Papillion, volumes were down 35%.
For Douglas County, the Unacast scoreboard indicates that the average distance traveled was down about 47%.
According to the company, nonessential trips in Douglas County were down about 61%.
By Jeffrey Robb
 


OWH: Former middle school teacher convicted of having sex with student dies in prison
 
A former Lincoln middle school teacher who was convicted of first-degree sexual assault of a minor has died in
prison.
Jackson Hedrick, 27, died about 8:30 a.m. Wednesday at a Lincoln hospital, according to a spokeswoman for the
Nebraska Corrections Department. He was serving a 20- to 30-year sentence that began in December 2015.
The cause of death has not been determined, the spokeswoman said. Whenever someone dies in custody in
Nebraska, a grand jury is called to conduct an investigation.
Hedrick was a first-year social studies teacher at Irving Middle School when he was arrested on suspicion of
enticement by electronic communication device. After further investigation, Hedrick was charged with first-degree
sexual assault of a 14-year-old female student from the school.
Hedrick also was an assistant cross country coach at Lincoln Southeast High School. He graduated from that high
school in 2010.
By Kevin Cole
 


LJS: COVID-19 complicating college student census count
 
The goal of the 2020 U.S. Census is to “count everyone once, only once and in the right place,” the bureau’s
marketing materials say, with the right place being where each person was living April 1.
In this year’s count, the “right place” for nearly 12 million full-time students across the country is where they are
pursuing higher education, either their on-campus residence hall or off-campus house or apartment, even if it’s not
their permanent address.
But the spread of the coronavirus and the subsequent closing of college and university dormitories across the
country displaced thousands of students from where they normally would have been residing on what’s known as







Census Day.
The implications of undercounting the student population in cities such as Lincoln and Omaha, both home to
multiple institutions that host thousands of students annually, as well as small college towns across the state, could
be huge.
Millions of dollars in federal funding are at stake each year, and an undercount of as few as 1,000 people could
result in Lincoln losing an estimated $21 million for education needs or infrastructure projects over the next decade,
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said last fall.
Counting college students in their rural hometowns rather than the urban centers where they spend most of their
year could be felt for the next decade, too, as next year's redistricting process will rely on this year's census.
To ensure Nebraska's count of residents is in line with federal guidelines, university and local government officials
are imploring students to complete the census by listing where they would have been living had the spread of
COVID-19 not forced them to leave campus.
“It’s so important for university and college students to be counted where they are attending school because they
are using those streets, they are using the medical system,” said Josie Gatti Schafer, director of the Center for Public
Affairs Research at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
“All that money is tied to the census,” she said, adding there are three ways on-campus students can be counted
this year.
* Campus officials can turn over administrative data about who is living in university-sponsored housing.
* Students still living there can respond to the questions online, by phone or mail.
* Or, they wait for a census worker to knock on their door for a face-to-face interview in the weeks ahead.
The NU system, through its own Complete Count working group that included representatives from each campus,
coordinated with the Census Bureau to turn over records about who was living in traditional dormitories, suite-style
residence halls and even Greek houses this year.
That means more than 11,000 NU students across the state will be automatically recorded at their campus address,
including roughly 7,500 students at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, according to Lesley Esters, director of
assessment and staff development for the Office of Student Affairs.
But Esters said UNL is concerned about how the students who live in apartments or rental houses off-campus may
be counted, particularly if those individuals returned to their parents’ homes or elsewhere to ride out the pandemic.
“There’s always the potential when a student relocates, their participation could be impacted,” she said.
NU is encouraging those students through a series of public service announcements and email marketing to fill out
the census online, over the phone, or by mail, listing their address as where they were living on campus.
Gaylor Baird said the Lincoln-Lancaster County Complete Count Committee has also worked “to impress upon the
public the importance of completing the census ... including the tens of thousands of students that attend college in
Lincoln.”
“With the sudden departure of so many students, we are concerned that they will be undercounted,” Gaylor Baird
said. “Students should understand that they are supposed to fill out the census based on where they live the
majority of the year.”
The committee worked with UNL and the local Census Bureau office on outreach efforts starting last fall, while
students in the broadcasting program within the College of Journalism and Mass Communications worked on a
semester-long project to promote the census for students, she added.
Still, Lancaster County Board Chair Sean Flowerday said it will be tough to get college students counted where they
are living while attending college.
As chair of the Complete Count Committee, Flowerday said he’s concerned COVID-19-related closures of several
campuses in the Capital City could hurt the county’s census reporting further.
And students still considered dependents by their parents for tax purposes may be classified that way on the census
in their household, Flowerday added.
Schafer said the Census Bureau is aware of both problems — the potential undercount in college towns, as well as
the potential for duplication of some students — and has built tools to sort through the responses and ensure each
student is counted once, only once and in the right place.
David Drozd, a research coordinator at UNO's Center for Public Affairs Research, said the extent of COVID-19's
impact on the census won't be apparent until the data are released.
"It's hard to tell at this point how that is actually going to turn out given all the disruptions in living situations, as well







as in census operations," he said. "We won't really know or be able to analyze the counts until they are released
next spring."
By Chris Dunker
 


OWH: Former Omaha TV meteorologist arrested, accused of threatening county health director
 
A former Omaha TV meteorologist and spokesman for then-Mayor Jim Suttle is accused of threatening to “lynch”
and slit the throat of Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour.
Ronald G. Penzkowski, who went by the name Ron Gerard, was arrested about 5:45 p.m. Tuesday on suspicion of
making terroristic threats and stalking. He is being held in the Douglas County Jail awaiting a Thursday bail hearing.
Douglas County Sheriff’s Capt. Wayne Hudson said at a press conference Wednesday that Pour had received
multiple “threatening and disturbing” emails — 15 to 30 — from someone about the coronavirus response by health
officials. The emails, which were sent to Pour’s work email account, were traced back to Penzkowski, Hudson said.
The emails referred to public health measures such as shelter-at-home orders, he said. The sender apparently tried
to disguise where the emails were coming from, Hudson said, but forensics work and subpoenas of email and
Internet accounts tied the emails to Penzkowski, 57.
Lt. William Rinn said investigators are looking into whether several email accounts can be tied to Penzkowski.
The first emails were sent March 20, officials said, and the Sheriff’s Office was notified March 25.
The Sheriff’s Office and the Omaha Police Department had officers monitor Pour’s house and office starting last
week, Hudson said.
On Tuesday, deputies went to Penzkowski’s Omaha home with a search warrant. He refused to speak to deputies,
Rinn said. Pour will still need to be interviewed by deputies, he said.
Deputies seized the cellphone they believe was used to send the emails, Rinn said. He declined to say whether
weapons were found in the home but said Penzkowski does not have any guns registered to him.
Additional investigative work will be done to comb through Penzkowski’s cellphone to determine whether he made
additional threats on social media or to others, Rinn said.
Chief Deputy Sheriff Tom Wheeler said that Pour and her staff have been working tirelessly and that all public
servants must be able to make difficult decisions without fear, intimidation or physical harm.
“They make those decisions with one common goal, and that’s to protect the public,” he said. “If we get further
reports of public officials being threatened, we’re going to take them seriously and we’re going to investigate them
thoroughly.”
Penzkowski served as spokesman and director of communications for Omaha Mayor Jim Suttle. He was a field
operations director during Suttle’s election campaign and was named communications director when Suttle took
office in June 2009. Before that, Penzkowski worked as a meteorologist at Omaha TV stations KPTM and KETV.
He left the communications post with the Suttle administration in October 2010. Pour has worked as the Douglas
County health director since 2002. She declined to comment, citing the ongoing investigation.
Chris Rodgers, president of the Douglas County Board of Health, said Pour told him last week about the threatening
emails.
“This has put her in a light that she’s definitely prepared to, but doesn’t relish having to, make these decisions. She
understands how hard this is, but the No. 1 thing is trying to stay ahead of this curve,” he said. “Dr. Pour has always
operated with integrity, and she’s got a lot of equity in this community, and I think that’s why people are looking to
her in this time of need and trust in the words that she’s saying.”
Rodgers said he thought the emails had a sexist undertone.
“Guys are taking these shots at them because they’re women making decisions,” he said, referring both to Pour and
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert.
He reminded people to take public health decisions seriously — to stay at home unless necessary, to avoid being in
groups of more than 10 people and to practice social distancing by staying 6 feet away from one another.
“We’re confident in (Pour’s) abilities and we support her 100%,” he said. “Give us patience on this. These are
unusually strange times.”
By Alia Conley
 


OWH Editorial: This troubling Iowa case shows need to monitor medical staff







 
News accounts over the years have told how, in various states, child-abusing teachers in some instances were able
to find employment in a series of school districts due to a lack of data-sharing among districts. School officials have
responded by stepping up interdistrict communications. A troubling case in Iowa shows the harm that can occur
when the health care system fails to rigorously monitor for criminal conduct among its ranks.
In the Iowa case, a nurse, Katie Boll, was able to keep finding work in one institution after another despite her
misconduct in handling narcotics — stealing painkillers intended to relieve the suffering of elderly patients. This
occurred on at least 50 occasions.
“I knew my mom was in pain,” Joyce Becker of Dundee, Iowa, said of her 92-year-old mother, Alice Bandy. “So I kept
asking the nurses, ‘Can you give her something for the pain?’ And they said, ‘She’s already on morphine.’ Well, then
we later came to find out she wasn’t getting any of it. It was quite a shock. Mom really trusted everyone out there.”
At one nursing home, Boll harmed 14 patients. The oldest was 101 years old.
The vast majority of medical staff hold to high professional standards, of course, and that’s especially the case as the
Midlands medical community has mobilized with extraordinary resolve to address the virus emergency. But the
need to monitor for bad apples is imperative, the same as for any other profession.
“Health facilities don’t share information about past employees’ misconduct,” the Iowa Capital Dispatch concluded
in its investigation of the Boll case. “Licensing boards don’t tell the public about criminal convictions of the
professionals they oversee, and state inspectors don’t always sanction the facilities where the crimes are
committed.”
Last July, federal prosecutors charged Boll with one count of tampering with a consumer product and 16 counts of
acquiring controlled substances by misrepresentation, fraud, deception and subterfuge. As part of a plea bargain,
Boll agreed to relinquish her nursing license, and prosecutors dropped 15 of the 17 charges against her. She was
sentenced to four years in prison.
“Do no harm,” the Hippocratic Oath says. It’s vital for the health care community to monitor for any staff members
who callously violate that all-important principle.
 


OWH: Schools right to oppose bill
 
After reading the Midlands Voices pieces by State Sens. Tom Briese (March 28) and Mike Groene (March 22) lauding
Legislative Bill 1106 as the panacea to lower property taxes and support schools, I have to respond. Lowering
property taxes while doing no harm to other state programs and needs is like constructing a household budget —
equalizing money coming in with expenses going out, and trying to add savings for a rainy day. Nebraska can’t take
out a loan; money in must equal money out.
In LB 1106, the authors promise an additional $500 million in state aid to schools to replace lost property taxes, an
additional cost to the state budget without increasing other taxes or cutting some budget cost. Previous attempts to
lower property taxes cut costs or increased sales or income taxes or both, and they all failed passage. How can
senators now offer a bill that does not cut costs or raise taxes but adds a $500 million expense?
Senators want school parents to trust that the funds to replace lost property taxes will be there in the future.
However, research of legislative reactions when anticipated dollars did not arrive will show cuts to school state aid
were always a target. Also, anything promised by state senators now can be changed by future legislatures, so at
best, LB 1106 is a one-year deal.
Now, the COVID-19 challenge and slowing of the state revenue growth will dry up future funds to pay for the
promised state aid even next year. What will a new Legislature do then? If you want to know why school groups
don’t support LB 1106, now you know. It is not about control; it is about trust. LB 1106 may lower property taxes,
but it doesn’t stabilize state school aid as reported. Until a bill can do both, I’d recommend a no vote.
Chuck Chevalier, Springfield, Neb.
 


LJS Editorial, 4/2: Right time for fresh start for State Fair
 
It is time to hit reset on the Nebraska State Fair.
With last week’s departure of Executive Director Lori Cox, a serious rift within the State Fair Board and an ongoing
investigation into “suspicious activity” in the fair’s finances, the fair is in administrative turmoil.







Following last year’s disastrous fair, which had a reported $1.7 million loss, the fair is in financial turmoil as well.
Some of the financial hit can’t be blamed on the fair’s operations or administration. Heavy rains drenched the
fairgrounds, leading to a 10% drop in attendance and a 12% drop in gate revenue.
But significant spending on concerts also was a major contributor to the loss, the second consecutive year the fair
has lost money after a decade of success -- and profitable events -- in Grand Island.
The loss forced the board to take out a $1.1 million line of credit, lay off 10 of its 17 employees and reduce
entertainment costs by $700,000.
While necessary steps, the layoffs, entertainment cuts and credit payments will weaken the fair for years to come.
The rift in the board, reflected by a series of 6-5 votes, is troubling for two reasons. First, it indicates no strategy for
the fair moving forward is acceptable to a broad majority of those appointed to govern it.
Second, board member Jeremy Jensen, one of the five board members losing on the split vote, has stated that there
is a “coalition” of six board members who took part in “secret vote counting” regarding Cox’s termination prior to a
canceled board meeting last month.
And Legacy Communications, which owns several Grand Island radio stations, sued last year over alleged violations
of the open-meetings act, including not following the rules for the use of executive session.
Regardless of whether they are proved to the letter of the law, Jensen’s charges and the suit’s allegations make it
imperative that the board operate with the utmost transparency -- if, for no other reason, than to restore its
credibility to properly manage the fair.
It also must come up with a plan for future fair operations that is endorsed not only by a broad majority of board
members, but by Nebraskans generally -- a task that could take some time.
With health and safety concerns from the novel coronavirus almost certain to continue into late August, when the
2020 fair is slated to begin, suspending the fair for a year could be a wise move on two fronts, preventing a return
flare-up of the virus and allowing time for the fair to get its administrative house and finances in order.
While it continues to face challenges of getting people from Lincoln, Omaha and their suburbs -- more than half the
state’s population -- to go west for the carnival, livestock shows, food and entertainment, the fair has, until the last
two years, been a success in Grand Island.
Perhaps an administrative and operational reset -- along with some luck on the weather front -- will make it
successful again in the coming years.
 


LJS Local View: COVID-19 puts prisons in peril
 
There is a crisis in Nebraska that has been drawing attention for a while. The Nebraska Department of Corrections is
experiencing one of the worst overcrowding epidemics in the country.
Nebraska consistently ranks among the states with the highest prison overcrowding nationwide. And the state will
have to declare an overcrowding emergency this summer if numbers don’t decrease by July 1.
As a whole, it currently stands at 150% capacity. But Nebraska State Penitentiary is at 187% designed capacity, while
Omaha Correctional Center is at 200% and Diagnostic & Evaluation is over 300% capacity. In fact, the ACLU has filed
a lawsuit because of the overcrowding and inhumane conditions behind bars.
But there is also a tragic shortage of corrections officers. And the officers there are working double and triple shifts.
Combine that with the shortage of health care facilities and providers, and you have some serious issues.
Now inject the novel coronavirus into the equation. These facilities have been ticking time bombs for years (as we
saw during the Mother’s Day riot in Tecumseh a few years back). With increased illness comes decreased
supervision and health care. And with the way inmates are literally stacked on top of each other, there may be no
worse of a situation for this pandemic.
I know many of you are reading this and thinking "Who cares? They’re criminals." But trust me, there are good men
in those facilities who are working extremely hard to turn their lives around. They aren't all murderers and sexual
predators. They're people, people who are much better than their worst mistake.
I know this because, until two months ago, I was one of those people. And that's extremely difficult for me to admit
that here. But I think it's important that people understand what our corrections system is up against.
So I know firsthand how ridiculous the problems are. But I also know that there are a lot of good people on both
sides doing their best every day.
The unit I was in for 2½ months at D&E was originally designed for 16 people. During my time there, we had 50 to 55







men in our unit, 20 or more of them sleeping on cots on the floor with thin mattresses used by someone else the
night before.
There are two showers for the entire unit. At OCC, eight of us shared a room half the size of a shipping container.
Social distancing is an absolute impossibility in these conditions. If the coronavirus infiltrates these facilities, they will
become literal deathtraps.
Again, this is hard for me to share and admit. But, as with my entire life, I'm hoping to use my experience to create
awareness. I'm not sure what the solution is, but this has been a disaster in the making for years. Please keep those
men in your hearts.
Bob Wiley lives in Omaha.
 


AP: US unemployment claims hit record 6.6 million as layoffs accelerate with virus
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More than 6.6 million Americans applied for unemployment benefits last week, far exceeding
a record high set just last week, a sign that layoffs are accelerating in the midst of the coronavirus.
The job cuts are mounting against the backdrop of economies in the United States and abroad that have almost
certainly sunk into a severe recession as businesses close across the world.
The figure for last week is much higher than the previous record of 3.3 million reported for the previous week. The
surging layoffs have led many economists to envision as many as 20 million lost jobs by the end of April. The
unemployment rate could spike to as high as 15% this month, above the previous record of 10.8% set during a deep
recession in 1982.
Many employers are slashing their payrolls to try to stay afloat because their revenue has collapsed, especially at
restaurants, hotels, gyms, movie theaters and other venues that depend on face-to-face interaction. Auto sales have
sunk, and factories have closed.
Stay-at-home orders, imposed by most U.S. states, have intensified pressure on businesses, most of which face rent,
loans and other bills that must be paid.
By Christopher Rugaber
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Cubs: Bauer outduels Yu in scoreless 10-K gem
Reds – 4
Cubs – 0
 
TV and Radio
WOWT: Gov. Ricketts loosening COVID-19 restrictions for most of Nebraska on Monday
KTIV: Gov. Ricketts: Counties to move to less-restricted health measures on Sept. 14
NTV: Most of Neb. will head to Phase 4 on Monday
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10/11: Gov. Ricketts will not reapply for Supplemental SNAP
KETV: Gov stands by decision not to extend extra food stamp benefits
NET: Ricketts: Not Taking Extra SNAP Benefits Sign Of Returning To Normal
KSCJ: Ricketts Won’t Close Lincoln Bars After U-N-L Suspensions
KSCJ: Nebraska Creates Hazard Incident Management Team
KMTV: NE unveils new task force to take on large-scale disaster management
KETV: Douglas County confident in COVID-19 case reporting, despite state reporting glitch
 
Governor
LJS: New team to coordinate state's response to wildfires, floods
AP: Nebraska creates new team to help respond to disasters
KFOR: Governor And State Agencies Announce Creation Of Incident Management Team
Seward Co Independent: New economic era: Petsource holds first ribbon cutting
WJAG: State moving into phase four of DHM, new Incident Management Team created
OWH: Ricketts eases coronavirus restrictions for most of Nebraska
OWH: Nebraska still only state holding out on federal food program but will pursue another, Ricketts
says
KLIN: Nebraska Won’t Extend SNAP Benefits, 20 State Senators Disagree
OWH: Nebraska education chief urges schools to keep pressure on coronavirus
LJS: Technical glitch again delays results for COVID tests done through Test Nebraska
KMTV: Nebraska approved for Lost Wages Assistance program
Washington Post: How Trump squandered February, despite knowing the risk posed by the coronavirus
 
Coronavirus
Albion News: Boone County has higher COVID-19 numbers
KNEB: PPHD: Higher Positive COVID Test Results Possible after Move to Phase 4
LJS: Sharp uptick in Lancaster County COVID-19 cases following test reporting glitches
LJS: Madsen's employees, patrons found maskless by Lincoln police during compliance check
 
Agency
NTV: NSP will perform 33rd annual International Roadcheck operation
 
University
OWH: Nebraska lawmakers ask Big Ten to 'reconsider' postponement vote
 
State, Local and Regional
OWH: 'We are in a pandemic': OPS board members support suspension of fall sports
LJS: Family of fallen police Investigator Mario Herrera offers statement, asks for privacy
Beatrice DS: Gage County board approves wind turbine setback
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Nebraska Legislature must break free of narrow partisanship
OWH Lance Morgan: What to learn from Winnebago Tribe's response to the coronavirus
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Sigerson, Fahey looked beyond party
2.       Taxes provide services for all
3.       A view spoiled
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4.       Ill-considered mask exemption
5.       Correct, incorrect virus responses
6.       Way to go, Johnny Rodgers


LJS Editorial, 9/10: Cutting programs at UNL could have long-term dire effects
LJS Letters


1.       Bolz will stand against racism
2.       We all have lessons to learn


 
National/Federal
LJS: Democrats may promote Black write-in Senate candidate
OWH: Sasse proposes ending direct election of U.S. senators
AP: Teacher deaths from COVID raise alarms
 


LJS: New team to coordinate state's response to wildfires, floods
 
It took more than two dozen agencies to fight the Hubbard Gap Fire that burned 4,000 acres in the
Wildcat Hills in Banner County last month.
Officials on the ground said the fire could have been much worse — up to 10,000 acres, possibly — had
it not been for the teamwork between local and state agencies to contain the blaze on the ground and
from the air.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said the response illustrates the capabilities of a new incident management team,
which he highlighted Wednesday during a weekly news conference. The new state disaster response
team will be responsible for coordinating efforts in the wake of wildfires, floods and other disasters.
The team includes representatives from the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency, the Nebraska
National Guard, State Fire Marshal and Nebraska State Forester, as well as personnel assigned to
command, operations, finance and logistics who will support local agencies and take over the response
if needed.
"This is really a capacity we've not had before in the state that will help us really fill in the gap for those
emergencies, when managing the emergencies is going to be bigger than the local resources can
handle," Ricketts said. "They are all going to still be supporting the local resources."
Ricketts said the team has its origins in the after-action reports from the 2012 wildfires that raged
across the Niobrara River valley and the Pine Ridge, burning more than a half- million acres in the
process.
Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac, the adjutant general of the Nebraska National Guard, said the incident
management team adds "a layer of coordination" between local and state entities, and engages
individuals with specialized training for a quicker response.
Before the team was formed, Bohac said, responses "were more of a pickup game," with one to two
people being called upon as needed instead of bringing in a whole team.
"I see this as a way to be more effective with local resources and to actually respond faster than we
might have otherwise," he said.
By Chris Dunker
 


AP: Nebraska creates new team to help respond to disasters
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska has created a new state disaster response team to help local
governments that are overwhelmed with massive wildfires and other disasters, Gov. Pete Ricketts said
Wednesday.







The incident management team includes the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency, the state fire
marshal and the Nebraska state forester.
The team is designed to help organize state resources that are already in place and allow for faster
response times. It will only respond if local governments request it, Ricketts said.
Western Nebraska saw a major wildfire in Banner County last month that burned more than 4,000
acres.
 


KFOR: Governor And State Agencies Announce Creation Of Incident Management Team
 
(KFOR NEWS  September 10, 2020)   On Wednesday, Governor Pete Ricketts and Major General Daryl
Bohac, Director of the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), announced that, for the first
time in its history, the State of Nebraska has a fully operational Type 3, All-Hazards Incident
Management Team (IMT).
NEMA Assistant Director Bryan Tuma, State Fire Marshal Chris Cantrell, and Nebraska Forest Service
Director John Erixson joined the Governor and Maj. Gen. Bohac for the announcement.
“This new Incident Management Team is helping better coordinate Nebraskans to provide leadership
during extended emergencies including wildfires, floods, and other disasters,” said Gov. Ricketts. 
“When communities face challenges beyond the capabilities of local responders, Nebraska’s qualified
Incident Management Team can provide support to help protect communities and bring in additional
resources.”
An IMT works at the scene of a disaster to coordinate a response along with the State Emergency
Operations Center at NEMA and federal partners, if needed, to secure resources and personnel that
exceed a local jurisdiction’s capabilities to respond to a wildfire or other disaster.
“The IMT demonstrates our continued commitment to building and maintaining strong partnerships for
the benefit of the people of Nebraska,” Maj. Gen. Bohac said.  “Development of partnerships from the
federal, state, to local level are an effective and efficient way to respond to all disasters.”
Once a local jurisdiction declares an emergency, a state declaration must be approved by Gov. Ricketts
to allow state resources to be made available to aid in the response.  Previously, state resources would
provide assistance to local emergency managers during a disaster.  With the new IMT in place, local
jurisdictions can now request for the State to directly manage the disaster response.
A Type 3 IMT includes a minimum of eight command and general staff members who manage an
incident after being delegated authority by a local jurisdiction faced with a disaster that exceeds its
capabilities and resources.  An Incident Management Assistance Team (IMAT) includes credentialed
members who deploy as needed to integrate with local responders to assist them in managing their
incident.
Team members can include trained command, operations, planning, logistics, and
finance/administration personnel from different state agencies, fire departments, and local emergency
management who work together within the confines of the Incident Command System (ICS).  ICS is part
of the National Incident Management System which allows the whole community to work together to
manage all threats and hazards regardless of cause, size, location, or complexity.
Team activation is requested through local emergency managers to the Nebraska Emergency
Management Agency.  Under the Nebraska Emergency Management Act, an IMT or IMAT in Nebraska
deploys as a State Emergency Response Team (SERT) under the authority of The Adjutant General of
the Nebraska Military Department.
State Fire Marshal Chris Cantrell said the State made the choice to support responders and citizens of
Nebraska with development of an IMT/IMAT because of lessons learned from previous large wildland
fires.







“The support this team brings to firefighters, emergency management, local jurisdictions, and the
citizens of this state is essential,” Cantrell said.  “A Type 3 team can provide relief to local jurisdictions
when an incident increases in complexity, and can also help to get control of an incident before it
becomes too complex, such as a Type 2 or Type 1 incident.  The transition from a local incident
management to a mid-level management has never been an option in our state before.  This is a major
milestone towards Nebraska being capable of assisting its citizens in their greatest time of need.”
“Fires are just one of the reasons an IMT or IMAT would be deployed,” NEMA Assistant Director Bryan
Tuma said.  “The team can assist with incident management activities during all-hazards events,
including natural and human-caused events, as well as planned events.”
“Having a state IMT is a cost-effective way to respond to incidents,” State Forester John Erixson said.
 “Cost of a national Type 1 and Type 2 team is considerably higher than that of a Type 3 team.”
Nationally, there are five types of IMTs:
Type 5: A local village and township team composed primarily of fire officers from neighboring
departments trained to serve in command and general staff positions during the first 6–12 hours of an
incident.
Type 4: A city, county, or fire district including fire, EMS, and law enforcement officers from a larger
and generally more populated area during the first 6–12 hours of an incident.
Type 3: A state or metropolitan area team comprised of several entities within a state or region,
activated to support incident management at incidents of extended duration.
Type 2: National and state teams used on smaller-scale national or state incidents.
Type 1: The most robust IMT with the most training and experience.  These teams operate through
interagency cooperation of federal, state, and local land and emergency management agencies.
 


Seward Co Independent: New economic era: Petsource holds first ribbon cutting
 
The multi-decade project created to further Seward's economic future came rushing to fruition as
Mayor Josh Eickmeier stood in a line involving a CEO and other elected officials, all staring down with
scissors. The Seward Rail Campus' landmark first tenant, Petsource by Scoular, officially arrived.
Gov. Pete Ricketts gleefully cut through a massive strip of ceremonial blue tape that Scoular CEO Paul
Maass held. PetSource General Manager Amy Patterson and Nebraska Congressman Don Bacon shared
an oversized pair of scissors to make a separate cut. Ceremony complete.
The Sept. 1 afternoon ceremony brought out all those local and elected officials, as well as the current
44 Petsource employees and those from Gray Construction – tasked with raising the facility into what
it's become since its groundbreaking just over a year ago.
“At the end of the day, that's what economic development means,” Gov. Ricketts said in his speech
from the podium in front of the building. “It's companies like Scoular investing in cities in our state.
Investing in places like Seward and allowing Nebraskan families to enjoy that good life.”
The ceremony served as a ceremonial landmark for not only the rail campus, but for its flagship tenant.
Scoular, founded in Superior in 1892, operates in Omaha and boasts its Nebraska heritage. Scoular first
approached Seward about a plot at its new rail campus under the pseudonym Project Superior.
“Knowing that Scoular was founded over 125 years ago eased any concerns that I had that they may be
a fly-by-night operation,” Eickmeier joked in his speech. “Finding out it was a Nebraska company built a
sense of familiarity, comfort level and trust to move the project forward.”
Congressman Bacon, who represents the Omaha district where Scoular is based, spoke of the
company's heritage. Scoular posted $4 billion in sales during its last fiscal year while operating 49
different sales and storage locations. Bacon reiterated the addition of Petsource – the company's first







facility completely dedicated to developing pet food – and the impact a $60 billion project and an
eventual 100 employees would do for the local economy.
“Expanding the Scoular family right here in Seward, it's a tremendous addition,” Bacon said.
In the rounds of congratulations and thank yous sent during speeches, Ricketts and Eickmeier both took
time to note State Senator and Seward resident Mark Kolterman for his role in the project that
Patterson said included driving Scoular officials around Seward County in a Suburban. There were also
thanks to the Seward County Chamber and Development Partnership and its President and CEO
Jonathan Jank. Eickmeier and Patterson both pointed out city council members, as well as City
Administrator Greg Butcher for their roles in the project's development.
After all the congratulatory handshakes were made, Petsource and Gray Construction employees
showed their 15 months of effort in a full tour of the 6,000-square foot facility.
Those invited to the event were split into several different tour groups to adhere to social distancing.
Steven Moore, director of food safety, quality and innovation guided one of those groups through a
detail-oriented tour showing the UV sanitation plans that were installed even before the onset of the
coronavirus pandemic. Moore also showed his group through each of the color-coded floors and walls
meant to differentiate the facility's departments. He showed how quickly freeze-dried packages can
move throughout the facility by its weight reduction and myriad machinery.
Freezer points in the facility dropped to as low as negative-25 degrees to ensure the pet food safety.
There are also research and development rooms in the facility where employees create new flavors and
varieties of Petsource food. Amy Tesinsky in the research lab showed visitors how the frozen
assortments that move through the facility quickly turn into treats replicating beef liver or a beef, apple
and antioxidant combination.
And, in order to maintain consistency, boxing and bagging machinery in the facility use a “checkware”
system that rejects items under or over a desired movement weight.
“We needed a state-of-the-art facility for our plans and we're thrilled to pick Seward and operate
here,” Maass said before getting jokingly ambitious. “We're already confident enough to think about
what expansion looks like down on that next plot.”
Eickmeier pointed out that such a massive operation doesn't typically approach a city of Seward's size.
“In fact,” he said, “Petsource represents the single largest, most significant economic development
project in decades.”
The mayor, and local representatives, thanked Scoular and Petsource members for their commitment
before welcoming them into the community.
By Brady Oltmans
 


WJAG: State moving into phase four of DHM, new Incident Management Team created
 
LINCOLN - Nebraska counties currently in phase three of the statewide directed health measure will be
moving into phase four.
Governor Pete Ricketts announced that during a press conference at the Capitol Wednesday and said
the only county not moving into phase four will be Lancaster County.
Ricketts said phase four will begin on Monday.
"Outdoor venues will be able to go to 100 percent capacity and indoor venues will be at 75 percent
capacity. If you're going to have a large event of 500 people or more, you'll still have to check with your
local public health director and put together a plan."
Also during the press conference Ricketts announced a new statewide Incident Management Team that
will be used when emergencies are bigger than local authorities can handle.







Ricketts said the team will only respond if local authorities request it.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


OWH: Ricketts eases coronavirus restrictions for most of Nebraska
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts announced steps Wednesday that should allow a return to near normal
across most of Nebraska.
The governor said all counties, except Lancaster, will be in a Phase 4 directed health measure as of
Monday. Twenty-seven were already in that phase.
That phase limits the size of indoor gatherings but drops all other state-imposed mandates, including
restrictions on restaurants, bars, gyms, child care centers, salons, weddings and funerals. Those entities
are encouraged to follow voluntary guidelines to reduce the risk of spreading the coronavirus.
Locally imposed mask mandates in Omaha and Lincoln will remain in place, however. Both require
people to wear face coverings in most indoor public spaces where they are not able to maintain 6 feet
of social distance. There are several exceptions.
Ricketts did not elaborate about his reasons for the change at a press conference. His spokesman,
Taylor Gage, pointed to the governor’s past comments about taking steps to slow the spread of the
coronavirus in order to keep enough hospital beds and ventilators available for those who need them.
“Protecting hospital capacity has always been the goal,” Gage said. “Hospital capacity remains very
stable.”
State numbers show that 38% of hospital beds, 34% of intensive care unit beds and 83% of ventilators
were available as of Tuesday evening. At the same time, Nebraska ranks 19th highest in the rate of
coronavirus cases among states, according to data collected by Johns Hopkins University.
Neither Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour nor Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Director Pat
Lopez was available to comment about the change on Wednesday.
Last week, Pour said Omaha is still struggling with infections. She said communities with the
coronavirus under control have a positive test rate below 5% and no more than 10 new cases per day
per million people based on a seven-day rolling average, the equivalent of 6 cases in Omaha.
Instead, the county’s positivity rate was about 9.6% for the week that ended Saturday and the county
has been seeing about 90 to 100 new daily cases. Lancaster County’s positivity rate was 13.3% for the
same week.
In earlier comments, Lopez said Lancaster County will not move into Phase 4 this month, noting that
the numbers of cases have increased with the return of college students and the reopening of schools.
She said some “adjustments” to the local restrictions will be announced later.
“This is the time not only to stay the course, but also to redouble our efforts in Lancaster County,”
Lopez said. “We need to do what is best for our community to overcome the impacts of this virus.”
The state began imposing directed health measures in March, when the coronavirus first began
spreading in the state. Initial restrictions, which included closing sit-down service at restaurants and
bars, have been gradually relaxed as the need for hospital beds and ventilators has declined.
In phase 4, indoor gatherings will be limited to 75% of capacity at a time. Facilities that hold more than
500 people, or, in Douglas County, more than 1,000 people, must have their reopening plans reviewed
by health officials. Outdoor gatherings can go up to 100% of an area’s capacity.
Testing glitch Ricketts said that a technical problem with TestNebraska slowed the reporting of
coronavirus test results leading up to and through the Labor Day weekend. The glitch was discovered
because the state public health data system was not receiving results, even though the laboratory had
continued to process tests.
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State Medical Officer Dr. Gary Anthone said the problem could not be fixed until Tuesday morning. The
results have since been transmitted to the state system, producing a spike in the number of tests
reported. He said the problem delayed people from getting test results for three to four days but did
not affect the lab results.
Ricketts said the issue was unrelated to the weekend closure of TestNebraska sites in Omaha. He said
testing was shut down to give workers time off.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Nebraska still only state holding out on federal food program but will pursue
another, Ricketts says
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts remained adamant Wednesday about refusing emergency supplemental
food aid, despite a letter from 20 state senators urging him to change his mind.
But the state is pursuing other federal food assistance aimed at families of children who are missing out
on free or reduced-price lunches at school.
Nebraska is the only state not to continue the pandemic-driven emergency supplemental assistance
beyond July. The program, authorized by a federal coronavirus relief bill, boosted Supplemental
Nutritional Assistance Program benefits, formerly known as food stamps, to the maximum level for all
recipients.
“We’re going back to the program as it existed before the pandemic,” Ricketts said. “We want people
to get used to the idea that, hey, we’re going back to a more normal life.”
Nebraska accepted the aid for March through July.
On Wednesday, the governor said the regular SNAP benefits are income-based so those in the most
need get the maximum benefits and pointed to other resources available to help feed people, such as
food banks, private donations and other federally funded food programs.
Ricketts also said he has heard concerns about a “cliff effect” with the special coronavirus aid, in which
people would face a sharp drop-off in assistance. He said the decision not to continue supplemental
assistance will ease the cutback.
Also on Wednesday, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services officials announced plans to
apply for a second round of the pandemic electronic benefit transfer program. The program provides
money on electronic cards to offset the cost of replacement meals that have to be provided by families.
Nebraska offered the pandemic EBT program from June 22 through July 19. Officials said the state
issued more than $50 million in assistance to 86,589 children during that time. The new application
would provide benefits for August and September.
Both the pandemic EBT and programs at issue are part of the federal response to the economic
upheavals caused by the coronavirus, which has shuttered business and thrown people out of work.
By Martha Stoddard
 


KLIN: Nebraska Won’t Extend SNAP Benefits, 20 State Senators Disagree
 
Nebraska is the only state who won’t extend emergency food benefits related to the COVID-19
pandemic.
The extra money for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, also known as SNAP, comes from
a federal coronavirus relief bill. Under the expanded program, all recipients can receive the maximum
allowable amount.
Governor Pete Ricketts says 40-percent of the people on the benefit will continue to receive them since
it’s based on income level.
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“We are taking advantage of other federal programs.  The system works well, we already have a good
system in place in SNAP benefits,” he said at a Wednesday press conference.
Twenty state senators led by John McCollister of Omaha have written a letter to Ricketts asking him to
extend the benefits.
Ricketts says other programs can help bridge the gap.
“There are a variety of other programs being extended.”
He referenced WIC, Women Infants and Children programs, and food banks as a solution.
By Kellan Heavican
 


OWH: Nebraska education chief urges schools to keep pressure on coronavirus
 
Nebraska Commissioner of Education Matt Blomstedt on Wednesday cautioned local school officials
against rolling back COVID-19 health protocols after an encouraging start to the school year.
The state has seen “very few” cases of spread so far in schools that opened their doors to in-person
learning, he said, but the pandemic has not gone away.
Blomstedt said school officials should “stay the course” on masking, social distancing and other
protocols, because those actions will keep the schools open.
“I sometimes hear from certain areas of the state, ‘Oh, it’s going really well, can we loosen up
restrictions?’ No. This is not the time to be doing that,” Blomstedt said.
He made the comments during a press conference with Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Nebraska districts are experiencing scattered cases of students and teachers bringing the disease into
schools, triggering heavy quarantining in some instances. But the schools have remained open, so far,
without the spiking community case counts that were feared.
Health experts say, however, that it’s early yet, and there’s reason to be cautious, including that young
people could be asymptomatic and spreading the disease, and therefore underrepresented in counts.
The average daily counts in Douglas County are still above what some experts recommended for
bringing kids back.
Blomstedt encouraged officials to act decisively when they identify a student or teacher with COVID-19.
He said it’s important that parents, teachers and students understand that if a student without a mask
is within 6 feet of someone who tested positive, that’s going to be treated as a close contact, triggering
a quarantine.
He said that by following the protocols, the state should continue to have a successful school year.
Blomstedt said it was important that the state last week provided flexibility to local health departments
in deciding whether to quarantine a teacher who had close contact.
Asked by a reporter if that change, made through a directed health measure, was inconsistent with
staying the course, he said the quarantine rules have made it hard for some schools to maintain their
teacher workforce. The change will help alleviate the problem, he said.
The change allows a teacher to stay in the classroom after a close COVID-19 contact instead of
quarantining, as long as the teacher takes certain precautions.
Under the measure, teachers could remain on the job as long as they have no symptoms, wear a face
covering or mask for 14 days, practice social distancing and self-monitor twice daily for fever and other
symptoms.
The change also applied to paraprofessionals and other staffers at schools and educational service
units.
By Joe Dejka
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LJS: Technical glitch again delays results for COVID tests done through Test Nebraska
 
A technical glitch prevented results from coronavirus tests collected through Test Nebraska sites late
last week from being reported over the weekend.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Wednesday the snag occurred Friday, leaving tests to go unreported through
the Labor Day weekend.
The error was resolved late Monday, and results were sent to those awaiting COVID-19 test results
Tuesday, Ricketts said.
According to the state's coronavirus dashboard, more than 7,100 tests were reported Tuesday — the
biggest number since May 16, when more than 5,700 test results were entered — including 502
positives.
That's a big increase over the weekend, when about 1,300 tests were reported Saturday; 649 Sunday;
and 854 Monday.
In late August, the state said the data system for Qualtrics, one of three Utah-based companies hired by
the state to boost Nebraska's coronavirus testing capabilities, had stopped pushing results to a second
system.
During that glitch, hundreds of people who had been tested at Test Nebraska sites waited days to even
be informed that their tests had reached the lab, leaving a call center to wrongly tell some their tests
had been lost.
The problem was later resolved, and several days' worth of tests were reported Aug. 23.
By Chris Dunker
 


KMTV: Nebraska approved for Lost Wages Assistance program
 
OMAHA, Neb. (KMTV) — FEMA announced Wednesday that Nebraska is approved for the Lost Wages
Assistance program, which will allow the state to provide an extra $300 per week on top of regular
unemployment benefits to those unemployed due to COVID-19.
FEMA says they will work with Gov. Pete Ricketts to implement a system to make this funding available
for residents.
On August 8, President Trump made up to $44 billion available from FEMA's Disaster Relief Fund to
provide financial help to those who have lost wages due to the pandemic.
To learn more about the Lost Wages Assistance program, click here.
By Danielle Meadows
 


Washington Post: How Trump squandered February, despite knowing the risk posed by the
coronavirus
 
It was a rare moment in which President Trump appears to have understood the threat posed by
the coronavirus that emerged in China last year.
“You just breathe the air, and that’s how it’s passed,” he told The Washington Post’s Bob Woodward in
a phone call. “And so that’s a very tricky one. That’s a very delicate one. It’s also more deadly than even
your strenuous flu."
The virus, Trump said, was “deadly stuff.”
That call was Feb. 7, more than two weeks after the United States had confirmed its first infection in
someone who had traveled to China. Three days later, Trump held a rally at an indoor arena in New
Hampshire.
It has been obvious since April that the month of February represented a lost opportunity for
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addressing the threat of the virus. What wasn’t known, though, was that even as he repeatedly played
down the threat, Trump privately understood the risk. Even as he tried to maintain a business-as-usual
presidency, he knew that the virus was transmissible by air and often deadly.
“I always wanted to play it down,” Trump told Woodward in March.
In light of the revelation that Trump was well aware of the risk posed by the virus as early as Jan. 28, it’s
worth revisiting how he and his administration approached the virus in that crucial first month. (Much
of this timeline appeared in an article published April 20.)
On Jan. 31, 10 days after the first reported case in the United States, Health and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar said during a briefing at the White House that the coronavirus presented a public
health emergency, announcing new limits on travel from China to the United States. Among the
stipulations was a ban on the entry of noncitizens who had traveled in China in the preceding two
weeks. Tens of thousands of people traveled to the United States from China after the restrictions were
put in place.
Trump didn’t attend the briefing. Half an hour after it ended, he boarded Marine One on his way to
Mar-a-Lago, his private resort in Palm Beach, Fla.
A timeline of the administration’s actions produced by Trump’s reelection campaign indicates that
on Feb. 2, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) “expanded enhanced entry screening
to eight major airports across the nation.”
Trump, meanwhile, was playing golf at his private club in Florida. After his round, he sat for an
interview with Fox News’s Sean Hannity.
Hannity asked how concerned Trump was about the virus.
“Well, we pretty much shut it down coming in from China,” Trump said. (The travel restrictions hadn’t
yet taken effect when Trump and Hannity spoke.)
Trump boasted about his relationship with Chinese President Xi Jinping and said that the United States
was offering China help — including sending large amounts of protective equipment there.
“We have the best in the world for that,” Trump said. “We’ve done a tremendous job in many other
instances also on that even recently.”
That evening, Trump attended a Super Bowl watch party at Mar-a-Lago before heading back to the
White House.
The campaign’s timeline indicates that on Feb. 3, “the CDC had a team ready to travel to China to
obtain critical information on the novel coronavirus, but were in the U.S. awaiting permission to enter
by the Chinese government.”
During his State of the Union address on Feb. 4, Trump mentioned the outbreak.
“We are coordinating with the Chinese government and working closely together on the coronavirus
outbreak in China,” he said. “My administration will take all necessary steps to safeguard our citizens
from this threat.”
It was part of a long section focused on health care, beginning with a promise to protect preexisting
conditions (despite the administration supporting a lawsuit that would end that protection) and ending
with his awarding the Presidential Medal of Freedom to conservative radio host Rush Limbaugh.
Limbaugh would go on to repeatedly play down the threat posed by the virus on his radio program and
to spread misinformation about it.
On Feb. 5, the administration briefed Capitol Hill on its response to the coronavirus.
Here was the reaction of Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) to that briefing:
In a meeting at the White House, Azar asked that $2 billion be allocated to buy protective equipment
aimed at refilling a federal stockpile. A dispute about Azar’s approach led to a shouting match, and his
request wasn’t granted.
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The Trump campaign’s timeline indicates that on Feb. 6, the CDC began shipping coronavirus test kits
to labs in the United States. Those tests, though, were flawed, delaying the ability to track the virus.
That same morning, Trump attended a National Prayer Breakfast, attacking the “very dishonest and
corrupt people” who had supported his impeachment. (The Senate had acquitted him the prior day.)
Later in the day, he held a lengthy event in which he similarly criticized his political opponents. He
didn’t mention the virus.
That afternoon, he had a scheduled meeting with his coronavirus task force in the Oval Office. It was
the only such meeting on his public schedule in February.
That evening, he spoke with Xi by phone and, on the morning of Feb. 7, summarized the call in a tweet:
On his way to North Carolina for an event, Trump told reporters about the conversation.
“We talked about — mostly about the coronavirus. They’re working really hard, and I think they are
doing a very professional job,” he said. “They’re in touch with World — the World Organization. CDC
also. We’re working together.”
He reiterated that he thought China was “doing a very good job.”
Asked about the potential effect on the global economy, Trump replied, “I think that China will do a
very good job.”
At the event in North Carolina, Trump again described his call with Xi.
“I just spoke to President Xi last night, and, you know, we’re working on the — the problem, the virus,”
he said. “It’s a — it’s a very tough situation. But I think he’s going to handle it. I think he’s handled it
really well. We’re helping wherever we can.”
This was the day on which he told Woodward that the virus was deadly and transmissible through the
air. It was also the day on which Secretary of State Mike Pompeo celebrated the sending of protective
equipment to China.
On Feb. 10, Trump hosted a number of governors at the White House. (The governors had been briefed
by the coronavirus task force the previous day.) Gov. Pete Ricketts (R-Neb.) asked him what was next
on his trade agenda.
“We’ve done great on the trade. It’s going to have a tremendous impact,” Trump said as part of his
response. “Now, the virus that we’re talking about having to do — you know, a lot of people think that
goes away in April with the heat — as the heat comes in. Typically, that will go away in April. We’re in
great shape, though. We have 12 cases — 11 cases, and many of them are in good shape now.”
In response to a later question, Trump revealed the source of the April assertion: Xi.
The Chinese leader “feels very confident,” Trump said. “And he feels that, again, as I mentioned, by
April or during the month of April, the heat, generally speaking, kills this kind of virus. So that would be
a good thing."
He added: “But we’re in great shape in our country. We have 11 [cases], and the 11 are getting better.”
That evening, Trump traveled to New Hampshire for a campaign rally — timed to step on the
Democratic primary the following day.
“Looks like by April, you know, in theory, when it gets a little warmer, it miraculously goes away,”
he said to the audience of thousands of people. “I hope that’s true. But we’re doing great in our
country. China, I spoke with President Xi, and they’re working very, very hard. And I think it’s going to
all work out fine. Rough stuff, I tell you, rough, rough stuff. But I think it’s going to work out good. We
only have 11 cases, and they’re all getting better.”
While in New Hampshire, Trump spoke with Trish Regan, then a host on Fox Business.
“I really believe they are going to have it under control fairly soon,” he said of China. “You know in April,
supposedly, it dies with the hotter weather. And that’s a beautiful date to look forward to. But China, I
can tell you, is working very hard.”
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“We’re working with them. You know, we just sent some of our best people over there, World Health
Organization and a lot of them are composed of our people. They’re fantastic,” he added. “And they’re
now in China, and we’re helping them out. We’re in very good shape. We have 11 cases, and most of
them are getting better very rapidly.”
He offered an assurance to viewers.
“I think the virus is going to be — it’s going to be fine,” he added later. “They’re working very hard, and
we are in communication with them.”
The campaign’s timeline indicates that on Feb. 11, “the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) expanded a partnership with Janssen Research & Development to ‘expedite the development’ of
a coronavirus vaccine.”
The next day, the timeline says that the United States “shipped test kits for the 2019 novel coronavirus
to approximately 30 countries who lacked the necessary reagents and other materials.” It also
reiterated the item from Feb. 2 that CDC officials were awaiting approval to travel to China —
something Trump apparently didn’t resolve in his conversation with Xi.
Fox News’s Geraldo Rivera interviewed Trump on Feb. 13 for a radio program.
“Mr. President, are you worried that the stock market and the big economic boom are in peril because
of this coronavirus spreading epidemic?” Rivera asked, pointing to the lockdown then underway in
China.
“Well, we’re working on it very closely. I spoke to President Xi two days ago. They’re working on it very
professionally. It’s a problem, we think and we hope, based on all signs that the problem goes away in
April because — which is not too far down the road, because heat kills this virus,” Trump said. He
added that the United States was “sending a lot of people and CDC has been great, but it is — it’s a
problem in China. Has not been spreading very much. In our country, we only have, basically, 12 cases,
and most of those people are recovering and some cases fully recovered. So it’s actually less.”
At an event with the Border Patrol Council on Feb. 14, Trump touted what he described as his
successes — including on the virus.
“Sixty-one percent of the voters approve of Trump’s handling of the coronavirus,” Trump said, pointing
to a poll from the Morning Consult. (His approval is now at 39 percent.) “And, you know, we did a very
early move on that. We did a — I was criticized by a lot of people at the beginning because we were the
first. We’d never done it before. We closed our borders through certain areas. It’s never happened
before where we did that. We never closed our borders. But we did it, and we actually did it early, and
we took some criticism. Now everyone is saying we did a good job.”
He again said that only 12 people in the country had been infected, praised Xi and suggested that the
virus would fade in April.
Later that day, he left for Mar-a-Lago again. That weekend, he played golf and attended the Daytona
500 before heading back to his D.C. hotel for the wedding of his adviser Stephen Miller — another large
indoor event.
Trump traveled to the West Coast that week, including attending a briefing on the 2020 Olympics
(which would be canceled a month later). He attended several events in California while staying at his
hotel in Las Vegas.
It’s likely that there were at least 2,000 cases in the United States by this point, including big clusters in
California and New York — many of the latter of which arrived from Europe.
On Feb. 18, “HHS announced it would engage with Sanofi Pasteur in an effort to quickly develop a
coronavirus vaccine and to develop treatment for coronavirus infections,” the campaign’s timeline
reads.
The next night, Trump held a rally in Phoenix. He participated in an interview with a local television
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station while there.
“How confident are you that China is being 100 percent honest with us when it comes to this scary
virus?” a reporter asked.
“I’m confident that they’re trying very hard,” Trump replied. “I mean, I know President Xi — I get along
with him very well. We’ve just made a great trade deal, which is going to be a lot of business for
Arizona and every other place. But, they are trying very, very hard, and I think the numbers are going to
get progressively better as we go along.”
He reiterated his assumption that the virus would recede in April.
On Feb. 20 and 21, he held additional rallies in Colorado and Las Vegas. He didn’t mention the virus at
either. Two days later, after returning to D.C., Trump departed for a multiday trip to India.
While he was away, stock markets began to stumble over concern about the pandemic’s spread. Trump
tried to calm investors with a tweet:
The campaign’s timeline indicates that the administration on Feb. 24 “sent a letter to Congress
requesting at least $2.5 billion to help combat the spread of the coronavirus.” That included $500
million dedicated to protective equipment, a quarter of the $2 billion Azar had sought more than two
weeks previously. The next day, Trump disparaged Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.)
for suggesting that the amount of requested aid was too low.
Speaking to reporters from India on Feb. 25, Trump offered comments about the virus.
“You may ask about the coronavirus, which is very well under control in our country,” Trump said. “We
have very few people with it, and the people that have it are — in all cases, I have not heard anything
other. Maybe there's something new, because for two days, I haven't been seeing too much of that
news, of very much news, because [the India trip] has been very all-encompassing.”
He was later asked whether his decision to allow a number of Americans infected with the virus to
return to the United States conflicted with his 2014 criticism of President Barack Obama for allowing
Ebola patients into the United States. Trump said that it wasn’t contradictory, given the comparative
mortality rates from the two viruses.
He returned to the subject a bit later.
Xi “is working very hard. He is very capable. The country is very capable. And it snuck up on him, but I
think he’s going to do well,” Trump said. “Now you see it’s going to South Korea, it’s going to Italy and
it’s going to other places. But I spoke to all of them. They’re all working very, very hard on it.”
The known cases were “fully quarantined,” Trump insisted. “So, you know, we did the right thing.”
While en route back to the United States later that day, Trump tweeted:
Hours after returning from India on Feb. 26, Trump participated in the first of his regular daily briefings
about the virus. Much of the briefing was centered on providing political support for him.
After beginning by praising his limits on travel from China, Trump and his team articulated that the risk
posed by the virus was small. He claimed that the government was screening people from affected
areas such as South Korea and Italy but that no additional travel restrictions were being imposed. He
held up a graph identifying the United States as one of the best-prepared countries for an epidemic.
At several points, he compared the threat to the seasonal flu, which, he had been told, kills tens of
thousands of people a year. (“That was shocking to me,” Trump said.)
“It is a little bit different, but in some ways it's easier and in some ways it's a little bit tougher,” he said
of the coronavirus relative to the flu. “But we have it so well under control. I mean, we really have done
a very good job.”
This, of course, should be contrasted with what he told Woodward: that the virus was “more deadly
than even your strenuous flu.”
During this briefing, Trump offered one of the defining lines of his administration’s handling of the



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffactba.se%2Ftranscript%2Fdonald-trump-interview-fox-10-phoenix-kari-lake-february-19-2020&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802794504&sdata=I90DTuqV2TKOWhr%2BbIcGgx%2FV3kx09cBDnCzpN4u7PgU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FrealDonaldTrump%2Fstatus%2F1232304804820467714%3Fref_src%3Dtwsrc%255Etfw%257Ctwcamp%255Etweetembed%257Ctwterm%255E1232304804820467714%257Ctwgr%255Eshare_3%26ref_url%3Dabout%253Asrcdoc&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802794504&sdata=XyFZReTP%2BQlxkgAeLT%2BhgshEt6yPrGsYHr1NBZRD5Bg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffactba.se%2Ftranscript%2Fdonald-trump-press-conference-india-new-delhi-february-25-2020&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802804451&sdata=UAof7y9gm%2FSvU7QGqHXe2DpnPnGeJot7OkVjRzx66xg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffactba.se%2Ftranscript%2Fdonald-trump-press-conference-white-house-coronavirus-february-26-2020&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802804451&sdata=nzcaXvaMFhxNP3CnpJ3ojyAgddUTRBCfPourqLfd5AQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2020%2F02%2F26%2Fofficials-trumps-coronavirus-briefing-focused-preventing-spread-criticism-trump%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_130%26itid%3Dlk_inline_manual_98&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802804451&sdata=qRRFzdd%2FaJj8K2wNe3O7eSHHudrWeh7sOHLu3d5TcVc%3D&reserved=0





outbreak.
“When you have 15 people, and the 15 within a couple of days is going to be down to close to zero,
that's a pretty good job we've done,” Trump said.
As of writing, 6.3 million coronavirus cases have been confirmed in the United States and at least
187,000 people have died of covid-19, the disease caused by the virus.
The president was asked to respond to an assertion by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) that he
“didn’t know what he was talking about” in regard to the virus. Trump called Pelosi incompetent.
Trump didn’t mention that the government was already aware that the virus was uncontained and that
there were confirmed cases of new infections not related to international travel. The Post broke that
story as Trump’s briefing was underway.
The Post reported that the first case of “community spread” of the virus had been confirmed — that is,
the first case of an infection that was not immediately attributable to contact with someone who had
traveled overseas.
On Feb. 27, he participated in an African American History Month event. complained about criticism
about the administration’s handling of the virus.
“We have a situation with the virus. We’ve done a great job,” he said. “The press won’t give us credit
for it. We have — in a world that has some big problems — you look at China and you look at industry
between the two countries. And I did something that had never been done before — because it had
never been done before: I closed our borders to certain areas of the world.”
He again touted his efforts a bit later.
“We have done an incredible job. We’re going to continue,” he said. “It’s going to disappear. One day
— it’s like a miracle — it will disappear. And from our shores, we — you know, it could get worse
before it gets better. It could maybe go away. We’ll see what happens.”
At the second event, Trump said that the virus was unexpected.
“I will say that things happen in life that are — if they would have said, ‘What are — give me 10 bad
things that you think could happen,’ that wouldn’t have been on the list, right?” Trump said. “But you
never know. But it’s working out very professionally. We’re doing a tremendous job and our people are
doing a tremendous job.”
Trump was warned repeatedly about the threat of a pandemic. According to Woodward, that includes
a briefing a month previously in which Trump was told that the pandemic would “be the biggest
national security threat you face in your presidency.”
The next day, Feb. 28, Trump held another rally in Charleston, S.C.
“Now the Democrats are politicizing the coronavirus,” he told the audience. “You know that, right?
Coronavirus. They’re politicizing it. We did one of the great jobs.”
“One of my people came up to me and said, 'Mr. President, they tried to beat you on Russia, Russia,
Russia.' That didn't work out too well. They couldn't do it,” he added a bit later. “They tried the
impeachment hoax. That was on a perfect conversation. … And this is their new hoax.”
“But you know we did something that’s been pretty amazing,” he continued. “We have 15 people in
this massive country, and because of the fact that we went early, we went early, we could have had a
lot more than that.
“We're doing great,” he added. “Our country is doing so great.”
At a coronavirus news briefing Feb. 29, Trump was asked about his “hoax” comments. He insisted that
he was “referring to the action that they take to try and pin this on somebody, because we’ve done
such a good job.”
He acknowledged that the number of cases was likely to increase.
“Additional cases in the United States are likely, but healthy individuals should be able to fully recover,”



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fgraphics%2F2020%2Fnational%2Fcoronavirus-us-cases-deaths%2F%3Fitid%3Dsf_coronavirus%26itid%3Dlk_inline_manual_105&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802814406&sdata=z2D51YX9d9xfPTdsHB3AkNDTZHUPLlmX18JTX51B5sk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2Ftrump-downplays-risk-places-pence-in-charge-of-coronavirus-outbreak-response%2F2020%2F02%2F26%2Fab246e94-58b1-11ea-9000-f3cffee23036_story.html%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_138%26itid%3Dlk_inline_manual_107&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802814406&sdata=J6Y66AuBMnBaFCk4BeudadWrVwFhp%2FvxFMLDzjWF00k%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2Ftrump-downplays-risk-places-pence-in-charge-of-coronavirus-outbreak-response%2F2020%2F02%2F26%2Fab246e94-58b1-11ea-9000-f3cffee23036_story.html%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_138%26itid%3Dlk_inline_manual_107&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802814406&sdata=J6Y66AuBMnBaFCk4BeudadWrVwFhp%2FvxFMLDzjWF00k%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2Ftrump-downplays-risk-places-pence-in-charge-of-coronavirus-outbreak-response%2F2020%2F02%2F26%2Fab246e94-58b1-11ea-9000-f3cffee23036_story.html%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_138%26itid%3Dlk_inline_manual_108&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802824363&sdata=lrXFGCxTObqAd3UY0Tf%2FU3Kw%2F%2FWvGCOLjNbUJPNNdI4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffactba.se%2Ftranscript%2Fdonald-trump-remarks-reception-african-american-history-month-february-27-2020&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802824363&sdata=Xq976ut6H5Mdwk0hKXoTXmtKC94Nh4hUMCFiu32CbP8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2F2020%2F04%2F07%2Ftimeline-trumps-coronavirus-response-is-increasingly-damning%2F%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_146%26itid%3Dlk_inline_manual_117&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802824363&sdata=PvEcF3y8KDob9UbSGwdquvV0uS%2FZ4sRyeJYXAYxRgOM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fpolitics%2Fbob-woodward-rage-book-trump%2F2020%2F09%2F09%2F0368fe3c-efd2-11ea-b4bc-3a2098fc73d4_story.html%3Fitid%3Dlk_inline_manual_117&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802834314&sdata=pZcZ8u9wVRnZIGAjkTIsuHBgL%2BMRqwneIwDTQ0N6O0Q%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffactba.se%2Ftranscript%2Fdonald-trump-speech-kag-rally-north-charleston-south-carolina-february-28-2020&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802834314&sdata=BTHGeQr8aEKvbHhjSvC7rwxvWJWnd4Q9dyHIx%2FPtHsE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffactba.se%2Ftranscript%2Fdonald-trump-press-conference-white-house-coronavirus-february-29-2020&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C6e2c1dc5cd7945ec537408d8558f3204%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637353420802844267&sdata=l4FDIdjQ4RURDBYjjuljS5RAg9oXoOMGtv%2Bs%2F5mKqlM%3D&reserved=0





Trump said. “And we think that will be a statement that we can make with great surety now that we’ve
gotten familiar with this problem. They should be able to recover should they contract the virus. So,
healthy people, if you’re healthy, you will probably go through a process and you’ll be fine.”
He then returned to his administration’s response.
“Since the early stages of the foreign outbreak, my administration has taken the most aggressive action
in modern history to confront the spread of this disease,” he said. As evidence, he pointed to the
previous month’s travel restrictions.
“Whatever the circumstance is, we’re prepared,” he said later.
By Philip Bump
 


Albion News: Boone County has higher COVID-19 numbers
 
After only a handful of positive COVID-19 diagnoses over the previous five months, Boone County’s
case total has been rising.
As of Monday, Sept. 7, the county was listed at 33 positive tests since the pandemic began in April.
That’s an increase of seven cases (nearly 27 percent) since Sept. 1.
Nearly half of those cases (15) were diagnosed within the past 14 days, according to the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).
Still, Boone County remained in the “yellow” or moderate risk category early this week.
Nebraska’s statewide coronavirus cases increased by about 1,700 in the past week to 35,975 total
throughout the pandemic, and the state listed 404 deaths through Monday.
Cases reported by DHHS from the start of the pandemic in surrounding counties were: Antelope (28
with one death), Greeley (13, no deaths), Nance (14, no deaths), Platte (901, three deaths), Madison
(643, five deaths), and Wheeler (one case, no deaths).
 


KNEB: PPHD: Higher Positive COVID Test Results Possible after Move to Phase 4
 
Panhandle Public Health officials say they wouldn’t be surprised if there’s a rise in COVID cases
following the move into Phase 4 Directed Health Measures that takes effect this Friday.
During the COVID Unified Command update Tuesday afternoon, Panhandle Public Health District
Director Kim Engel said it has to do with how everyone reacts once nearly all restrictions that have the
threat of misdemeanor citation move to guidance-only. “It increases because the restrictions being put
on the public are being lifted, so we’re able to do more,” said Engel. “So, if people are able to do more
and don’t follow basic safety, the risk could increase.”
Under Phase 4, the only restriction still subject to enforcement under penalty of law is the limits on
gatherings, to be set at 100% capacity for outdoor venues and 75% for indoor locations.  Plans for
events and/or venues with 500 or more people will still be required to be submitted to PPHD for
approval.
Unified Command confirms 28 more cases of COVID in the Panhandle since last reporting on Thursday,
September 3, 22 adults and six juveniles, as well as 212 recoveries.
The remainder of the state’s Public Health districts, with the exception of Lincoln-Lancaster County, will
move into Phase 4 Sept. 14.
 


LJS: Sharp uptick in Lancaster County COVID-19 cases following test reporting glitches
 
Lancaster County health officials confirmed another death from COVID-19 on Wednesday, a day when
the county also reported 158 new coronavirus cases. 







The sharp uptick in cases followed a surge in tests returned after technical difficulties prevented results
from Test Nebraska swabs collected through late last week from being reported over the weekend.
In addressing the technical issues, local officials stressed that results released Wednesday did not
reflect a "spike in cases" nor a record-high number of daily cases.
With the new positive tests, Lancaster County has confirmed 4,700 COVID-19 cases since the beginning
of the pandemic, including 21 deaths. 
In a news release, city officials said the woman who died was in her 50s and had been hospitalized with
COVID-19.
The number of deaths announced by health departments statewide also jumped sharply Wednesday.
At least 12 deaths were reported in eight different counties, the most by the Journal Star's count since
12 on April 29.
As of Wednesday evening, the Nebraska Department of Health Human Services reported 36,917 cases,
28,175 recoveries and 421 deaths, including the first in Butler County.
With the technical glitch, the seven-day average of new cases in Nebraska is 275, slightly below the
average of 324 cases a day in the previous seven-day span.
In Lancaster County, more than 58% of the new cases reported Wednesday are among those ages 18-
22, officials said.
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln reported 101 new cases Wednesday, which also includes a number
of delayed test results. To date, the campus has reported 652 positive tests.
Lincoln Public Schools reported six new cases, in seven schools. A person who tested positive was at
both North Star and Northeast high schools. Southeast High School had two positive cases, and Lincoln
High, Lincoln East High and Eastridge Elementary School each reported one positive case. That brings
the number of LPS cases to 54 since the start of school.
On Wednesday, Lincoln hospitals reported 32 coronavirus patients, but with only one on a ventilator.
Nine of the patients are from Lancaster County, officials said.
Statewide, hospitalizations reached their highest point since June 9, with 182 COVID-19 patients.
By Riley Johnson
 


LJS: Madsen's employees, patrons found maskless by Lincoln police during compliance
check
 
Police caught patrons and employees not wearing masks inside Madsen's Bowling & Billiards during a
coronavirus restriction compliance check Sunday, a Lincoln police spokeswoman said Wednesday.
An officer entered the bowling alley at 4700 Dudley St. at 10 p.m. and observed those inside violating
the local directed health measure's mask mandate, Officer Erin Spilker said. 
Neither the patrons nor the employees were ticketed, but a criminal charge will be filed by the City
Attorney's Office, she said.
City Attorney Yohance Christie did not respond to a question Wednesday about whether further action
will be taken by the city.
Madsen's was the first business to defy the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department's order to
shut down over directed health measure violations and the only business ticketed thus far under it. 
After a court fight over the order, a judge forced the city to use police to enforce the shutdown, and
Madsen's reopened with the health department's permission after closing for three days.
Already, a misdemeanor charge accusing Madsen's of violating an order of the health director remains
pending in Lancaster County Court. 
An attorney for Madsen's will seek to have the charge thrown out at a hearing later this month. 
By Riley Johnson







 


NTV: NSP will perform 33rd annual International Roadcheck operation
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — The 33rd annual International Roadcheck operation will run Sept.9-11 by troopers
with the Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) Carrier Enforcement Division.
The International Roadcheck is a campaign promoted by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA).
NSP said this year’s campaign was previously scheduled for earlier this summer but was postponed due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Travel patterns have changed this year, but our partners in the trucking industry have remained hard
at work to keep food, cleaning products, medical supplies, and more moving across the country,” said
Lieutenant Dan Doggett, Commander of NSP Carrier Enforcement. “International Roadcheck is a great
opportunity for industry leaders and law enforcement to come together to place an emphasis on
safety.”
The troopers will perform high-visibility, high-volume inspections of large trucks and other commercial
vehicles throughout the state during the 72-hour operation.
The troopers will be checking overall commercial vehicle safety with a focus on Level 1 inspections.
NSP said Level 1 inspections include a comprehensive check of the vehicle and the driver.
International Roadcheck brings together dozens of law enforcement agencies across North America in
the effort to keep road safe.
 


OWH: Nebraska lawmakers ask Big Ten to 'reconsider' postponement vote
 
LINCOLN — Though Nebraska Athletic Director Bill Moos said via text Wednesday he wasn’t aware of
any vote being scheduled over the next five days, a Chicago Tribune report said the Big Ten Council of
Presidents and Chancellors may vote this weekend on a potential return-to-competition date for
college football.
The news comes as the ACC and Big 12 are set to start play this weekend. The SEC will start play Sept.
26. The Big Ten and Pac-12 chose to postpone their seasons Aug. 11 and have been waiting on a return
since then.
Speaking to Lincoln radio station KLIN, University of Nebraska President Ted Carter said a vote could
happen “very soon,” though he didn’t specify how soon the Big Ten COP/C might choose to reconsider
its 11-3 vote to postpone. A source has confirmed Nebraska, Iowa and Ohio State were the schools to
vote for playing football Aug. 11. On Aug. 19, Big Ten Commissioner Kevin Warren wrote in a letter that
the decision wouldn’t be revisited, but through the Big Ten’s Return to Competition Task Force, it
clearly is being revisited. Moos said last week that the earliest date the Big Ten is considering a return
to football is Thanksgiving week. He rebuffed reports of an Oct. 10 start date as “just a rumor.”
It hasn’t stopped lawmakers from around the Big Ten footprint in writing letters to the COP/C and
Warren.
A bipartisan group of 28 Nebraska lawmakers sent a letter Wednesday to Big Ten presidents and
chancellors, plus Warren, to “transparently reconsider” their Aug. 11 vote to postpone fall sports.
The letter, written by State Sen. Julie Slama of Peru, says the conference “disregarded” the success of
Big Ten schools managing the spread of COVID-19 throughout their athletic programs.
“The Big Ten’s cancellation of fall sports has been devastating for our student athletes, athletic
department and local businesses,” Slama said in a press release. “Other conferences have shown that
football and other fall sports can be conducted safely.”
The letter asks the conference to reconsider its decision in a “more transparent manner.”







The lack of transparency recently prompted a lawsuit against the conference by eight Nebraska football
players, seeking more explanation for the Big Ten’s decision.
Though the unicameral Legislature is officially nonpartisan, senators who identify with either the
Democratic or Republican parties have signed the letter. One, Sen. Mike Moser of Columbus,
contracted COVID-19 and spent more than a month in the University of Nebraska Medical Center
receiving treatment.
Slama, who represents District 1, is running for re-election this fall. Her letter comes on the heels of
Republican lawmakers in six Big Ten states asking for the Big Ten to reconsider its vote.
The Big Ten responded to the Republicans’ letter on Wednesday with a statement of its own.
“The letter reflects that we all want the same thing, which is ‘continue sports safely.’ The conference
will continue to work with the COP/C, as it has always done, to identify opportunities to resume
competition as it is safe to do so.”
Late Wednesday night, Wisconsin Athletic Director Barry Alvarez said the football program would be
taking a two-week break from on campus activities in concordance with the university’s decision to
stop in-person classes due to the rise of coronavirus cases on campus. The two-week break would
mean Wisconsin returns to team activity Sept. 23.
By Sam McKewon and Paul Hammel
 


OWH: 'We are in a pandemic': OPS board members support suspension of fall sports
 
Omaha Public Schools board member Nancy Kratky said she’s getting a lot of mail these days from
parents and athletes who want to play sports this fall.
The notes say OPS was being careless when it suspended sports while all 54,000 students do remote
learning because of concerns about the coronavirus. Other notes say OPS is being too cautious.
According to Kratky, in one note a mom advocating for sports to resume wrote, “If another kid gets
COVID, so what?”
“And that is why we are here tonight,” Kratky said of the note. “So what. That’s what we need to think
about.”
Facing criticism from athletes and parents, several members of the OPS board on Tuesday said they
support the district’s decision not to play sports. Only one board member, Lou Ann Goding, said she
wanted to see kids play this fall.
The OPS board met on Tuesday night for a special meeting to discuss remote learning, plans to get
students back in the classroom for the second quarter of the school year and athletics.
OPS students have been doing remote learning since school started in August. While the students do
remote learning, the district has suspended all sports and activities.
Last week, dozens of athletes and parents gathered outside OPS headquarters at 30th and Cuming
Streets to demand that OPS officials let them play.
Steve Eubanks, OPS supervisor of athletics, told the school board he is working with the district’s high
school athletic directors on a proposal to submit to the Nebraska School Activities Association for fall
student-athletes to participate this spring. The proposal would request dual participation for athletes to
participate in fall and spring sports.
Athletic directors have met multiple times to look at the feasibility of playing fall sports this spring,
Eubanks said. He said it’s not an easy solution, and when coaches were surveyed about the idea, there
was both negative and positive feedback.
Some fall coaches also coach in the spring. There are more club opportunities for sports like volleyball
and softball in the spring. And there are facility conflicts over field space.
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Eubanks said he has reached out to the NSAA and was asked if OPS would be willing to play other teams
that might not be able to finish seasons because of cases of COVID-19. The district also might look to
play teams in other states that did not have a fall season this year, Eubanks said.
“Every athletic director and coach that I’ve talked to feels the same way that our athletes feel,”
Eubanks said of the suspended season. “They’re disappointed. They’re heartbroken. They want to be
out there working with kids.”
Eubanks said the district is working on guidelines for a safe and responsible return of winter sports and
activities as conditions permit. Winter sports are scheduled to begin Nov. 16.
OPS officials are also working on plans to get students back in classrooms for the second quarter of this
school year under the Family 3/2 Model. The model divides students into two groups, each of which
would attend school in person part of the week.
If students return to school under the Family 3/2 Model, Eubanks said, student-athletes would have to
be allowed to attend practices and contests on the days they are not doing in-person learning.
“If that is allowed, athletics at the high school level can be successful and can be done safely,” Eubanks
said. “But without that we cannot compete at the NSAA level with students only coming partially or
competing on the days they’re present.”
Goding said she would like to see OPS athletes playing all fall sports. She asked if athletes in more
individual and socially distanced sports like tennis and cross country could compete.
“I would like to see us try to do something to help these students,” Goding said. “And if we’re not going
to allow athletics, I just want us to be able to communicate that out so they can make choices.”
Several athletes have chosen to transfer out of OPS so they can play sports this fall in other school
districts.
Board member Ricky Smith said he used to coach in the district, so he knows the importance of sports,
but he feels just as strongly about keeping kids alive. He said he’s more worried about the 54,000
students in OPS schools than the 11 kids in the huddle.
Board member Tracy Casady said it’s easy to suggest that one sport, like cross county, be allowed, even
if a close-contact sport like football can’t be played, but she said that would go against OPS’s
commitment to equality and fairness.
She said she is disappointed that other metro area districts have not joined OPS in not playing sports
this fall.
“We do not want to be doing this, but we are in a pandemic,” Casady said. “And that is what I think
people are losing sight of.”
“We are doing the best we can to make the decisions to keep 54,000 children from spreading this
disease, this virus, throughout our city,” she said. “We have 9,000 teachers that we are trying to keep
safe. Sports are huge, but we are trying to keep our eye on the bigger picture.”
By Emily Nitcher
 


LJS: Family of fallen police Investigator Mario Herrera offers statement, asks for privacy
 
The violent death of a police officer in the line of duty is one that shocks the family, the community, law
enforcement everywhere and their supporters. 
The family of LPD Investigator Mario Herrera — including his wife Carrie and children Juan Carlos,
Olivia, Adelina and Celia — has asked for privacy in its time of mourning and deep grief and Wednesday
afternoon issued a statement to the community. 
"On September 7, 2020, we did not simply lose a family member — we lost part of our family’s heart,"
the family said. "Life without Mario leaves a hole that can never be filled, and our family will never be







the same."
The word repeated by friends, Lincoln law enforcement and Herrera's church community over the days
since his death, in the early morning hours Monday, is "devastated."
The Lincoln Police Department released this statement on Wednesday from Mario Herrera's fami…
He was shot Aug. 26 as members of the Metro Area Fugitive Task Force, the Lincoln Police
Department's gang unit and the criminal division were serving a warrant at a house near 33rd and Vine
streets.
Officers were seeking a 17-year-old, Felipe Vazquez, wanted in connection with a stabbing death in
March. He and Orion Ross, 19, were said to be escaping from the house when Vazquez allegedly fired
the shot that led to Herrera's death 12 days later. 
"In the days after the shooting, we remained optimistic that Mario would recover and return to us as a
husband and a father," the family said in a message passed to the media from the Lincoln Police
Department. 
"When it became clear that it was not God’s will, we felt our church community lifting us in prayer,"
family members said. "When we felt weak, they filled us with strength and courage. We could have
never imagined the outpouring of support we would see across Nebraska and the country."
As a result, they knew they were not struggling with their loss alone, they said.
"We are surrounded by our family and friends, comforted by our faith, and embraced by the entire
Lincoln community. We know Mario’s spirit of service and sacrifice will live on in the heart of every
Lincoln police officer."
They said the sheer number of blood donations that were given the day following Herrera's shooting
"was astounding. We knew right then that Mario’s reach was far greater than we had ever imagined."
He was, at heart, a servant in every aspect of his life, the family said, from serving his country in the
U.S. Army, to his stint with the Nebraska State Patrol and his community as investigator with the Lincoln
Police Department.
Herrera attended the Nebraska State Patrol Camp in 1995, at age 25, and graduated as a carrier
enforcement officer. At that time, carrier enforcement officers were not troopers, but went through
camp alongside trooper recruits. Herrera worked at the Greenwood weigh station on Interstate 80, said
Capt. Sean Caradori, who attended training camp alongside him.
Herrera was a class leader, Caradori said, one of those who people are drawn to because they are so
positive. 
"We both talked about (how) we wanted to go out and try to make a difference in the world and
protect those that couldn't protect themselves," he said. "I guarantee you he made a lot of difference
in people's lives over the years." 
He was always patient, even with someone uncooperative, he said. "I think that's what made him such
a good investigator." 
Herrera left the State Patrol two years later to join the Lincoln Police Department. Former Lincoln
Police Chief Tom Casady hired the bilingual officer, who at 27 was a little older than other recruits and
was calm and composed. 
"Of course, we were thrilled to get him," Casady said. 
"He was just a good, mature person to have on board, both in training and in the field," he said. "He
developed a reputation in the department as being a good head kind of person that you want to work
with. You know he's not going to inflame matters. He's going to calm matters.
"I don't think the guy had a single enemy. I just think everyone recognized him as being low-key and
just exactly what you want in a police officer."
He was a man, family members said, who poured himself into the service of his family, friends,







neighbors and community.
"He was profoundly committed to his family, his faith and his profession," they said. "We felt the
strength of the bonds that he created holding us together while we grieved for him."
His legacy is one of self-sacrifice, humility and kindness, the key traits of any family man, public servant
and community pillar, they said.
"Many have asked what made Mario so special and how he was able to reach so many lives," the family
said in its message. "Mario was there for anyone that needed help. He was patient and understanding
no matter what road you were on. His smile and lighthearted jokes were trademarks that he will be
remembered for."
Members of the family thanked people for allowing them privacy to grieve "our beloved Mario" as a
family, and they left people with this Bible verse from Joshua 1:9.
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go.” 
Herrera, 50, died surrounded by his family at Nebraska Medicine in Omaha.
According to his obituary, he was born in Inglewood, California, in 1970 to Raúl and María (Quijada)
Herrera. The family lived in California eight years after his birth and then moved to Faucett, Missouri.
He earned a degree in political science with a minor in Spanish at the University of Missouri-Columbia.
He served in the U.S. Army before moving to Lincoln in 1995.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at 10 a.m. at Pinnacle Bank Arena. Burial will follow at
Calvary Cemetery.
Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Friday at St. Teresa’s Catholic Church, at 36th and Randolph streets, followed
by a rosary, with limited seating, as COVID-19 restrictions apply.
By JoAnne Young
 


Beatrice DS: Gage County board approves wind turbine setback
 
BEATRICE — After several hours of debate, the Gage County Board of Supervisors voted Wednesday to
tighten restrictions on commercial wind turbines.
The amendment increases setback requirements from nonparticipating residences from 3/8ths of a
mile to 1 mile. Nonparticipating residents are those who do not have contracts in place with a company
placing the turbines.
The Gage County Planning and Zoning committee first approved the resolution on a 6-1 vote.
While the changes would apply to all future commercial turbines, the push for change has been largely
driven by a proposal from NextEra Energy Resources to build a wind farm in northern Gage County.
During a meeting of the Gage County Board on Wednesday morning, several board members discussed
the feedback they’ve heard from residents since the Planning and Zoning vote.
Dennis Byars, Eddie Dorn and John Hill all said they’ve primarily heard from people in favor of the
amendment.
“Our intent is not to try and ban wind (energy),” Hill said, noting that the amendment will force
developers to work more closely with landowners and residents.
"There’s wind farms developed and landowners don’t get contacted about it, and then they’ve got
turbines all around them, and that needs to change,” Hill said.
Hill said he would like to see Gage County take an additional step and adopt wind turbine noise limits
similar to those in place in Lancaster County. The Planning and Zoning committee will review possible
changes.







Board member Gary Lytle pointed to the unknown long-term health impacts of wind turbines as his
reason for supporting the 1-mile setback provision.
“My concern is that we err on safety and caution,” Lytle said.
The amendment was approved in a 6-1 vote, with member Terry Jurgens of Odell voting against the
increased setback. He said he’s voting according to the feedback he’s received from his district in
southwest Gage County, where a number of wind turbines are already in place.
By Monica Brich
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska Legislature must break free of narrow partisanship
 
The Nebraska Legislature has a problem: Too many of its members show a lack of respect for the
Legislature as an institution. An institution, that is, where the priority should be constructive
negotiation and careful legislative crafting rather than a focus on party politics and stopping the “other
team” from gaining any “wins.”
Nebraska is the only state whose constitution mandates that a nonpartisan ballot be used to elect
candidates to its legislature. Nebraskans approved that requirement for an important reason — to
focus state lawmakers’ minds on serious legislating rather than on shortsighted political game-playing.
Our current political culture unfortunately undermines that approach. The ideological divide between
staunch conservatives and fervent progressives is wide. Insulting language in American political debate
is all too common. So is the insistence that one’s political opponents don’t play fair and that they pose
a fundamental threat to the nation.
Term limits worsen the problem. At the Nebraska Legislature, it’s two terms maximum and you’re out.
This constant reshuffling undercuts the ability to help state senators understand and safeguard the
principles for constructive lawmaking. Many new members begin service at the Capitol by defining
themselves by party and adopting the take-no-prisoners attitude of talk radio and political social media
— a mindset that translates poorly into the legislative arena. Such an attitude makes for colorful debate
— but also for hard feelings and legislative stalemate.
State senators certainly should feel free to stand up for their key principles and to debate strongly.
Honest disagreement is to be expected. But successful lawmakers also understand that in a Legislature
as philosophically diverse as ours, demonstrations of respect and a focus on negotiation and
compromise are imperative if legislation is to move forward. That’s especially the case since the
political left or right can usually summon enough votes for a committed filibuster.
If this problem isn’t remedied, the Legislature will be in peril of falling fully into the habits of Congress,
where division, rancor and playing to the camera too often crowd out the serious work of legislating.
The Legislature needs bridge-builders who work beyond party considerations to promote consensus on
key issues where possible.
This is a message that must be appreciated not just within the Legislature itself but also by the
Governor’s Office, which carries great sway among its set of legislative loyalists.
A new group called Nonpartisan Nebraska has formed to combat “eroding civility and increased
partisanship” in the Legislature. Nebraskans will have to see exactly how the group pursues that goal,
but its central point is correct.
It’s time for lawmakers to break free of narrow partisanship. Through a renewed commitment to work
responsibly, state senators can help the Legislature operate more efficiently and constructively so that
the public interest, rather than party interest, is served.
 


OWH Lance Morgan: What to learn from Winnebago Tribe's response to the coronavirus
 







As the CEO of Ho-Chunk, Inc., a tribal corporation owned by the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska, I want
to share how the tribe has viewed and attacked the COVID-19 crisis — because there just might be a
few things we all could learn from taking a tribal approach.
When COVID-19 was first being discussed in January, it seemed far away and remote. It was something
you saw on television, but you really did not have to worry about it. However, when it became clear it
was coming, the Winnebago Tribe did not waste any time reacting. Tribes have a lot of traumatic
experience with disease. Smallpox, influenza and measles each has had a turn ravaging tribal
communities and killing off large portions of our population in the last few hundred years.
What was frightening was that not only do we have a traumatic history with disease, we also had a
perfect storm of factors that could allow the virus to run wild in our community. A lot of our people
have preexisting conditions related to diabetes and substance abuse. We also have large numbers of
people in service sector jobs, which increases the chance of exposure.
And we have a severe housing shortage on our reservation. Many families have three generations living
in the same small house. At this moment, I am aware of 12 people living in a tiny two-bedroom house
with one bathroom. This family has three generations of adults and children sleeping in the bedrooms,
the living room and in tents in the yard. Social distancing is obviously not possible under such
conditions.
The above factors and how they impact communities of color are common knowledge now, but we had
no intention of waiting for a study telling us after the fact that we were at a higher risk of exposure. A
tribe has a lot of disadvantages in the modern world, but one of the things we do control is our own
territory, and we can craft an immediate response. We do not have issues to hash out between political
parties about whether to wear a mask or not. We can develop our own plan and implement it
immediately across the board in our community, which is exactly what we did.
In March, our tribal government formed a task force made up of the some of the leaders of the largest
community institutions: the tribal government, the gaming operation, Ho-Chunk Inc. and the tribal
health care system. This task force immediately formed subcommittees and filled each with experts
across all fields in our community. We had committees on food security, physical security, business and
employment, funding sources, IT and communications, education, and community utilities and
infrastructure.
Each committee developed a plan, which was promptly approved by our tribal government. We did
hundreds of small things to prepare ourselves for what was coming. Our businesses all implemented
mask orders and social distancing. Some closed. Our health care system implemented a broad array of
initiatives. We implemented weekly live updates to our community. We purchased hundreds of
computers for remote learning. We started dozens of community gardens. We predicted the possibility
of a meat shortage and bought a small herd of cattle. We expanded a grassroots food bank effort that
was already underway. We identified emergency isolation housing and are building more new
quarantine housing. We even developed our business support program to retain tribal employment.
Our COVID-19 story is still being written. Our rural Nebraska community has about 2,000 residents. We
have had 102 cases of COVID-19, but we only have two active cases. Sadly, three of our tribal members
have passed from COVID-19, but we are hopeful that our unique status combined with a tribal mindset
has saved us from revisiting some of the historical trauma of the past. I think everyone could probably
learn a lesson or two about how acting as a single tribe can save lives in a pandemic, or any other crisis.
Lance Morgan is a member of the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska and the CEO of Ho-Chunk Inc. He is a
graduate of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and Harvard Law School.
 


LJS Editorial, 9/10: Cutting programs at UNL could have long-term dire effects







 
Football has been called the front porch to a university -- that comforting entry point that
enthusiastically welcomes newcomers and keeps everyone else coming back.
Nowhere is that more apt than the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where the psyche of an entire state
hangs in the balance each Saturday in the fall. 
It's like that at any number of places, particularly in a Big Ten Conference that prides itself on being
competitive in everything its schools do -- be it on the athletic fields or in the classrooms.
No, football isn't the only venue of competition in the Big Ten. And so when UNL announced last week
a number of proposed cuts -- caused by a 2020 calendar year that has been a kick in the collective shin
to all of us -- we have to ask if there is another way.
We urge the Academic Planning Committee to find a way to make ends meet without cutting programs,
as Nebraska desperately needs to keep its college-educated students in the state after graduation.
We need to remember that we are competing against other schools for recruits and the tuition dollars
they spend to major in a variety of programs, including dance, textiles and hospitality.
Chancellor Ronnie Green announced last week that the undergraduate dance program in the Glenn
Korff School of Music in the Hixson-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts was on the chopping
blocks. So, too, are the textile and hospitality programs, which draw students from all over the region.
Cutting a program like, say, dance is a decision that could have calamitous ramifications. Anytime a
unique program is eliminated, it has dire long-term effects because it costs more to start and stop a
program than it does to simply maintain.
That said, when a program goes away, it's difficult for it to ever come back -- and those students who
gravitate toward those kind of programs will end up spending their education dollars elsewhere.
It's hard to ignore the difficult situation in which UNL finds itself. The COVID-19 pandemic, coupled with
the decision to scrap the football season this fall, has left the university on the short end of a budget
deficit.
Eliminating $18.9 million in faculty and staff positions over the next three years, while also proposing
program cuts in textiles, dance and hospitality, is one way of closing a $38.2 million budget gap.
In November, the committee will report its final recommendations back to the chancellor's office.
"I know for many of you, this is yet another impact you are being asked to shoulder," Green said. "For
our university, the only way to face this is head-on, together. While very difficult, I am confident we can
do so and emerge stronger on the other side."
It's hard to imagine UNL emerging stronger and more well-rounded without the programs currently
attracting a wide variety of students.
We hope the planning committee will keep searching for another way. We urge it to exhaust all
alternatives before chopping programs.
 


LJS: Democrats may promote Black write-in Senate candidate
 
Nebraska Democrats may be poised to encourage voters to support a Black write-in candidate for the
U.S. Senate this November at a time when the national political spotlight shines on issues of racial
injustice and separation.
State party leaders have scheduled a 2 p.m. event Thursday in Omaha to announce their support for a
specific write-in candidate to oppose Republican Sen. Ben Sasse and Democratic nominee Chris Janicek.
The party abandoned Janicek after he sent a sexually charged text message to members of his
campaign team and subsequently refused a demand from party leaders that he withdraw from the
race.







Preston Love Jr., who was campaign manager for the Rev. Jesse Jackson's ground-breaking presidential
bid and who has worked with other key Black political figures, including Atlanta Mayor Andrew Young
and Chicago Mayor Harold Washington, is one name on a short speculative list of Democratic write-in
prospects.
Another name is Gladys Harrison, who finished third in last May's Democratic congressional primary
contest in the 2nd District. Thursday's party event will be at Big Mama's Kitchen, a restaurant owned by
Harrison. 
Love, a community and political activist, teaches Black studies at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
He graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where he played football for Coach Bob
Devaney.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Sasse proposes ending direct election of U.S. senators
 
WASHINGTON — Sen. Ben Sasse proposed a slew of major changes to the Senate this week — including
a repeal of the Constitutional amendment that provided for direct election of its members.
The Nebraska Republican said in an interview that he recognizes it could take many years to implement
the major overhaul he has in mind.
“So we’re going to need to tell the truth about the fact that the Senate is a dysfunctional institution to
be able to get enough ideas on the menu that you can start to figure out where you’d forge
consensus,” Sasse told The World-Herald.
He unveiled his ideas in a Wall Street Journal opinion piece, writing that the founding fathers would be
shocked at the current state of affairs.
“The Congress they envisioned is all but dead,” Sasse wrote. “The Senate in particular is supposed to be
the place where Americans hammer out our biggest challenges with debate. That hasn’t happened for
decades — and the rot is bipartisan.”
Sasse has made the biggest headlines over the years for his willingness to publicly criticize President
Donald Trump, but he also has repeatedly directed rhetorical fire at the very institution in which he
serves.
His debut address on the Senate floor, for example, was a scathing, bipartisan takedown of the
chamber in which he declared that “the people despise us all.”
Since then he has continued to decry how the Senate functions, characterizing committee hearings as
pointless exercises dominated by members mugging for the cameras.
Among his proposals is removing those cameras from committee hearings, while still providing
transcripts and real-time audio of the proceedings.
He would dissolve standing committees and replace them with temporary panels devoted to specific
issues. And he would give those committees some control of the Senate floor to bring more members
into debate — in contrast to the current routine of senators delivering their speeches to an often
empty chamber.
Sasse also suggested doubling the current six-year Senate term to 12 years and limiting senators to one
term so they aren’t focused on reelection.
“Senators who don’t have to worry about short-term popularity can work instead on long-term
challenges,” Sasse wrote.
He also would pull back legislative authorities granted to the executive branch over the years and
overhaul the budgeting process.
But the biggest change would be repealing the 17th Amendment, which provides for the direct election







of senators rather than having them selected by state legislatures.
“The old saying used to be that all politics is local, but today — thanks to the internet, 24/7 cable news
and a cottage industry dedicated to political addiction — politics is polarized and national,” Sasse
wrote. “That would change if state legislatures had direct control over who serves in the Senate.”
Asked about Sasse’s ideas on Wednesday, Sen. Chuck Grassley of Iowa said he supports term limits and
agreed that the congressional budgeting process has broken down.
But the seven-term senator rejected rolling back the 17th Amendment, saying it’s better for senators to
represent the people directly rather than a majority of their state legislators.
He noted that the current system has been in place for more than a century.
“I think it’s worked perfectly,” Grassley said.
Sasse’s piece prompted plenty of discussion on social media, with some suggesting that his changes
would undermine transparency and accountability, particularly the repeal of the 17th Amendment.
“Truly amazed that someone could look at Washington today and conclude that the problem with the
Senate is that it’s *too responsive* to voters,” former Democratic presidential contender Pete Buttigieg
wrote on Twitter.
In the interview, Sasse pushed back on the idea that going back to the old process of selecting senators
would make them less responsive. States are handicapped now by how little influence they have over
federal actions, he said.
“Coercive federalism means that we still pretend to the American people that the Unicameral matters,
but really huge, huge shares of what the Nebraska state Legislature wrestles with every year is a
Medicaid program that they don’t really have much power to reform,” Sasse said.
Another piece of Sasse’s proposal is that senators live, eat and meet in dormitories when the Senate is
in session in order to foster more cooperation and less demonization.
He cited two colleagues, Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., who have worked
across the aisle on a major declassification bill.
Sasse said the two work well together in part because of the relationship they built through the Senate
gym.
“They like each other because they work out next to each other and they both make fun of themselves
being old dudes whose joints are breaking down,” Sasse said.
By Joseph Morton
 


AP: Teacher deaths from COVID raise alarms
 
O'FALLON, Mo. (AP) — Teachers in at least three states have died after bouts with the coronavirus
since the dawn of the new school year, and a teachers' union leader worries that the return to in-
person classes will have a deadly impact across the U.S. if proper precautions aren't taken.
AshLee DeMarinis was just 34 when she died Sunday after three weeks in the hospital. She taught
social skills and special education at John Evans Middle School in Potosi, Missouri, about 70 miles
southwest of St. Louis.
A third-grade teacher died Monday in South Carolina, and two other educators died recently in
Mississippi. It's unclear how many teachers in the U.S. have become ill with COVID-19 since the new
school year began, but Mississippi alone has reported hundreds of cases among school teachers and
staff.
Randi Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teachers, said schools need guidelines such
as mandatory face coverings and strict social distancing rules to reopen safely.
"If community spread is too high as it is in Missouri andMississippi, if you don't have the infrastructure







of testing, and if you don't have the safeguards that prevent the spread of viruses in the school, we
believe that you cannot reopen in person," Weingarten said.
Johnny Dunlap, a 39-year-old drama and forensics teacher at Dodge City High School in Kansas, said he
considered quitting before the district made masks mandatory for teachers and students. Still, his
history of bladder cancer and high blood pressure have left him with some angst about being around so
many people. Existing health conditions can put people at higher risk for severe illness and death from
the virus.
The early phase of the pandemic claimed the lives of dozens of teachers. The New York City
Department of Education alone lost 31 teachers among 75 employees whose deaths were blamed on
the coronavirus.
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Cubs: Kuhl makes statement in final ’20 outing
Cubs – 0
Pirates – 7
 
TV and Radio
NTV: Gov. Ricketts signs bill expanding tuition benefits for National Guard
KTIV: Gov. Ricketts signs bill providing tuition assistance to Nebraska National Guard
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LJS: Ricketts hails new tuition benefits for Nebraska National Guard members
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts saluted the Nebraska National Guard on Thursday at a news conference celebrating
legislative enactment of a bill that increases and expands tuition assistance for Guard members in state-
supported colleges and universities.
"What a cool organization they are," the governor said in citing the Guard's vital role in providing
assistance during recent record flooding in Nebraska and in response to the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic. 
The Guard, with its 4,500 soldiers and airmen, is "an amazing resource for the state of Nebraska,"
Ricketts said.
The legislation (LB450), sponsored by Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln, increases undergraduate tuition
assistance from 75% to 100% and expands the program to include 50% tuition assistance for graduate
programs.
Estimated cost for fiscal 2021-22 has been pegged at $268,000, according to the bill's accompanying
fiscal note.
Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac, adjutant general of the Nebraska National Guard, described the legislation as "a
game-changer" in terms of support that can have an impact on recruitment and retention of Guard
members.
This change has elevated Nebraska's ongoing effort to become identified as "the most friendly military
and veteran state in the country," Bohac said.
Wishart said the bill will make Nebraska "one of the best states in terms of National Guard tuition
assistance, if not the best."
Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon, who served 36 years in uniform during a military career centered in the
Nebraska National Guard and was wounded in Afghanistan, said "we are investing in the people who are
protecting us."
By Don Walton
 


AP: Ricketts hails new tuition benefits for Nebraska Guard
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Gov. Pete Ricketts on Thursday lauded a new law that will help Nebraska National
Guard members save some money when they attend a state university of college.
The law passed earlier this year will increase the amount of undergraduate tuition assistance for Guard
members from 75% to 100% of the cost. It also will expand the program to include 50% tuition
assistance for graduate programs.







Ricketts praised the work of the Guard during a ceremonial bill signing at the Capitol. He pointed to the
Guard’s response to last year’s record floods in Nebraska and its help this year in testing residents for
the coronavirus.
Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac, the adjutant general of the Nebraska National Guard, called the law as “a game-
changer” that will help recruit and retain new members.
 


WJAG: Neb. National Guard members to now get all college tuition payed for
 
LINCOLN - Current and future Nebraska National Guard members wanting to attend college will now
have all of their tuition payed for thanks to LB 450 passed by the Nebraska Legislature this past session
and signed by Governor Pete Ricketts.
The bill was sponsored by Senator Anna Wishart and co-sponsored by Senators Tom Brewer, John Lowe,
and Megan Hunt.
During a ceremonial signing event at the Capitol Thursday Ricketts said the bill will take in-state tuition
reimbursement up for 75 percent to 100 percent and provide a 50 percent tuition reimbursement for
graduate school.
Ricketts said expanding the tuition benefits is a good idea because they’re investing in the people who
are protecting Nebraskans.
"Our National Guard men and women do such a fantastic job protecting us and we've really seen that
the past 18 months with the flood and coronavirus pandemic. We want to encourage people to develop
themselves further so they can continue to serve the people of Nebraska and I think this also helps
attract people into the National Guard so we can continue to have even more people step up and
protect our fellow citizens. I think this is an important investment."
Senator Wishart said the bill makes Nebraska one of the best states in terms of National Guard tuition.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


NCN: Nebraska Increases National Guard Tuition Assistance
 
BEATRICE – Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts held a ceremonial signing of a bill Thursday, that will
increase tuition assistance to Nebraska National Guard members.


LB 450 was sponsored by Senator Anna Wishart and increases the level of tuition assistance to guard
members from 75-percent, to 100-percent. It also provides up to 50% tuition assistance to guard
members for graduate-level study.


"We've had some pretty tough budget cycles, so it took us over two years to finally get this through. I
can't thank the General enough and all of my colleagues who supported this issue. This does make
Nebraska one of the best states in terms of National Guard tuition assistance in the country, if not the
best state. That's a big deal for us. I like it when Nebraska does something first and best, so today is a
really good day to celebrate."


Major General Daryl Bohac, the Nebraska Adjutant General, called it an incredible moment that began
with a guard member who as a constituent, brought the idea to their state lawmaker.
"And that's only been possible not just because of the last two years, but the consistent and dedicated
performance by the men and women of the Nebraska National Guard....and what they do not only for
this state, but also for our nation. Because of that performance, we enjoy a good place with the
legislature and with Governor Ricketts. That's because we endeavor each and every day to go out and







earn that respect....to be in that relationship."


The original tuition assistance program started years ago, but LB 450 increases the levels of that
assistance. Bohac said the increased level of support is part of an overall move that makes Nebraska one
of the most military and veteran-friendly states.


Governor Pete Ricketts said not only have Nebraska Guard members served their country overseas but
have also done exceptional work during recovery from the 2019 flooding and during this year’s
coronavirus pandemic.


"I just cannot tell you how proud I am of the Nebraska National Guard. You just do such fantastic,
wonderful work. You protect our citizens...you are an amazing resource for the citizens of Nebraska and
we are so proud."


There are about 4,500 members of the Nebraska Army and Air National Guard. It’s estimated the budget
impact of the additional tuition assistance will be about $350,000 annually.
By Doug Kennedy
 


OWH: National Guard to kick off $62 million Camp Ashland flood reconstruction project
 
Nebraska National Guard leaders will turn the ceremonial first shovel of dirt Friday on a major rebuilding
project at their Camp Ashland training site after two disastrous floods in the past five years.
The Guard recently awarded a $35 million contract to replace 28 single-story buildings that were
inundated in 2015, rebuilt, and then destroyed again when floodwaters from the Platte River and its Salt
Creek tributary filled the base like a saucer with up to 8 feet of water during the Great Nebraska Flood of
March 2019.
They’ll be replaced with seven new classroom, barracks and administrative buildings, all built on stilt
pilings that National Guard Col. Shane Martin said he hopes will place them above any future floods at
the 1,184-acre site on the Platte River. It’s the centerpiece project of a $62 million restoration effort at
the camp that is expected to take until the fall of 2022.
“The new buildings are approximately 12 feet off the ground,” said Martin, the Guard’s construction and
facilities management officer. “We don’t want to have the same problem recur again.”
At the same time, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is embarking on an $8.5 million project to extend a
7-foot concrete bulkhead that currently runs inside the Platte River levee. Now it will cover the full
length of the camp. No fortifications are planned at this time on the south side of the base, Martin said.
Both the 2015 and 2019 floods started when Salt Creek spilled over into the camp.
Gov. Pete Ricketts and Sen. Deb Fischer will receive a tour of the site before the ceremony Friday
afternoon. Guard officials credit Fischer, as well as the rest of the state’s congressional delegation, with
securing the money to rebuild Camp Ashland. In total, Congress provided $62.3 million. Other elements
of the project include:


·         $4.9 million for design work.
·         $8.1 million to repair existing buildings and infrastructure.
·         $3.6 million for a new maintenance building and a new gym.
·         $2.2 million to replace furniture and equipment.


Camp Ashland, 30 miles southwest of Omaha, is a regional training center used by as many as 100,000
National Guard, Army and Army Reserve members from Nebraska and nearby states.
It gained a national profile when 57 Americans were quarantined in one of the surviving buildings there
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in February after being evacuated from Wuhan, China, the earliest hot spot in the COVID-19 pandemic.
The destructive flood began March 13, 2019, after Salt Creek, which borders Camp Ashland on the
south, spilled over into the camp. For the next three days, the swollen Platte clawed away at the
earthen levee protecting the base on the east.
Eventually, the river ripped a wide gash in the levee and sent a torrent of water through the abandoned
camp. It overtopped by 2 to 4 feet floodgates that had been installed after the 2015 flood — which at
the time was called a once-in-1,000-years storm. Every building was damaged except for a few that had
been built on stilts in the 1990s.
Martin said sand, trees and roots that covered the camp at depths of up to 5 feet have been removed.
Much of it was used to help plug holes in the levee and replace about 7 acres of land that was washed
away.
“Most all the sand stayed on the site and replaced what was lost,” he said.
Some experts question whether it makes sense to rebuild in a spot that’s experienced two similar off-
the-charts floods in such a short time.
Elizabeth Chalecki, an assistant professor of political science at the University of Nebraska at Omaha,
focuses her research on climate change and defense policy. Because of climate change, she said, once-
rare weather events such as the ones that hit Camp Ashland in the past decade can be expected as
often as every two or three years.
“They can rebuild to protect against the last flood, but what about the next one?” said Chalecki, who
this month started a research fellowship at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, D.C. “This isn’t a
one-off. It’s going to keep happening.”
But Martin said the National Guard can’t easily replace Camp Ashland.
The base is large and conveniently located near Interstate 80. It’s been in use for at least 100 years and
is home to Memorial Hall, a large auditorium built in 1929 with small donations from National Guard
soldiers of that era. The state has a lot of money invested in roads, electricity and other infrastructure
that would be very costly to rebuild someplace else — if they could even find a site.
“The history we have, the location we have — to find 1,100 acres between Lincoln and Omaha, it’s just
not possible,” Martin said. “The cost to replace that would be astronomical.”
Chalecki said the extreme weather events and rising oceans brought on by climate change are going to
force the Defense Department to shore up or abandon hundreds of its facilities in the U.S. and around
the world.
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, and Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida, suffered damage totaling $6.6 billion
from major hurricanes in 2018. Damage at Offutt Air Force Base from the same 2019 flood that wrecked
Camp Ashland amounted to at least $790 million and could reach $1 billion, Air Force engineers
estimate.
“It’s going to compromise readiness at facilities all across the country,” Chalecki said. “They are going to
have to consider how much money they want to keep spending to rebuild these bases.”
Martin believes the improvements will keep the buildings at Camp Ashland above any future floods.
“This is a small investment and a smart investment,” he said.
Chalecki is wary but will keep her fingers crossed.
“I hope the stilts work,” she said. “It’s my tax dollars, too.”
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH: Laurie Smith Camp, 1st female federal judge in Nebraska, remembered for
professionalism, compassion
 
LINCOLN — Senior U.S. District Judge Laurie Smith Camp broke new ground in Nebraska’s legal
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community throughout her life while winning respect and admiration from both sides of the political
aisle.
Smith Camp was the first woman appointed as U.S. district judge in the state and, before that, the
state’s first female deputy attorney general in charge of criminal matters.
But it was her professionalism, leadership and grace that colleagues cited Thursday, as news spread
about her death Wednesday night. Chief U.S. District Judge John Gerrard said she died unexpectedly and
peacefully at her home. She was 66.
Gerrard compared her to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, whose death last
week ended a trailblazing career.
“Judge Smith Camp was not just an outstanding judge and a true leader on our Court, but she was a
gracious mentor, friend, and confidante to so many individuals in both the courthouse and the
community,” he wrote. “She truly was the Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the Nebraska legal community.
“Like Justice Ginsburg, Judge Smith Camp was a pioneer and advocate of women’s rights, a wonderful
mother, and she did it all with a quiet grace, compassion and leading by example,” he said. “Her legacy
is profound and her historical mark on Nebraska’s federal court is permanent.”
An Omaha native, Smith Camp was named to the federal court by President George W. Bush in 2001.
Her nomination won support from both Republicans and Democrats in Nebraska, including then-U.S.
Sen. Ben Nelson, and she was confirmed by a unanimous vote of the Senate.
She became the chief judge for the District of Nebraska in 2011 and held that position until assuming
senior judge status in 2018. As a senior judge, she continued to carry an active caseload. On the bench,
she ruled in some high-profile cases, including challenges to state laws limiting picketing of funerals and
requiring women to undergo extensive health screenings before abortions.
Sen. Deb Fischer described Smith Camp on Thursday as a friend, a well-respected jurist and one of
Nebraska’s “finest citizens.” Two years ago, when Smith Camp took senior status, Fischer called her a
role model for Nebraskans.
“Her professionalism leaves a legacy for all jurists who will succeed her to follow,” she said.
Smith Camp graduated with distinction from Stanford University in 1974 and earned her law degree in
1977 from the University of Nebraska College of Law, where she served as editor-in-chief of the
Nebraska Law Review.
Before being appointed to the bench, she was in private practice in Nebraska and Kansas and spent 24
years working in state government. She served as general counsel to the State Corrections Department
from 1980 to 1991 and headed the Nebraska Attorney General’s civil rights section from 1991 to 1995.
Former Attorney General Don Stenberg named her the chief deputy attorney general for criminal
matters in 1995, a job she held until being named to the federal bench. Stenberg recalled her Thursday
as being a very smart lawyer and a very nice person.
“It’s a real loss for Nebraska, and frankly it’s quite a shock,” he said.
Gov. Pete Ricketts also expressed shock and sadness at her death. Outside her legal career, he said, she
was a friend to the arts and a deeply involved member of the community.
“We celebrate her work and will long remember her contributions to the Good Life,” he said.
Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert, the city’s first female mayor, was sworn in by Smith Camp when she took
office.
“She was a role model for all women in leadership, displaying expertise in her courtroom, strength,
grace and poise — qualities I admire,” Stothert said Thursday.
Last year, Smith Camp was elected as the 2020-21 president of the Omaha Bar Association.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Senior district judge described as 'Ginsburg of the Nebraska legal community' dies
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unexpectedly
 
A longtime federal court judge, described as a pioneer and advocate of women's rights and the "Ruth
Bader Ginsburg of the Nebraska legal community," died unexpectedly and peacefully at her home
overnight, Nebraska's chief district judge said.
"The entire federal court family is devastated by the sudden and unexpected loss of Senior Judge Laurie
Smith Camp," Judge John M. Gerrard said Thursday.
Smith Camp was 66.
 Judge orders injunction preventing NPPD from ending power contracts with 3 wind farms
In 2001, she was appointed to the District Court by then-President George W. Bush and confirmed by a
unanimous vote of the Senate. She was the first woman appointed as a U.S. district judge in Nebraska.
Smith Camp transitioned to senior status in December 2018, but continued to carry an active caseload.
Gerrard said not only was she an outstanding judge and a true leader on the court, but also a gracious
mentor, friend and confidante to so many in the courthouse and the community.
"She truly was the Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the Nebraska legal community," he said, referring to the U.S.
Supreme Court Justice who died last week.
Gerrard said, like Justice Ginsburg, Smith Camp was a pioneer and advocate of women's rights, a
wonderful mother, and she did it all with a quiet grace, compassion and leading by example.
"Her legacy is profound, and her historical mark on Nebraska's federal court is permanent," he said.
Joe Kelly, United States Attorney for Nebraska, described Smith Camp as an exceptional attorney and
judge.
"She was the consummate professional and made so many positive, lasting impacts on our state and
federal legal systems,” he said. 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said he and his wife, Susanne, were shocked and saddened by the news.
“Before becoming a federal judge, she was a highly respected attorney in both private practice and
public service. Outside of her legal career, she was a friend to the arts and a deeply involved member of
the community. We celebrate her work and will long remember her contributions to the Good Life,” he
said.
Smith Camp was born in Omaha and graduated with distinction from Stanford University in 1974. She
earned her law degree from the University of Nebraska College of Law in 1977, where she served as
editor-in-chief of the Nebraska Law Review.
Before being appointed to the bench, she was in private practice in Nebraska and Kansas between 1977
and 1980, served as General Counsel to Nebraska's Department of Corrections from 1980 to 1991,
headed the Nebraska Attorney General's Civil Rights Section from 1991 to 1995, and was Chief Deputy
Attorney General for Criminal Matters from 1995 to 2001.
In 2019, Smith Camp was elected to serve as the 2020-2021 president of the Omaha Bar Association.
She, along with her three business partners, helped to initiate and sustain the development of Lincoln's
historic Haymarket district from 1982 to 2001.
Judge Smith Camp, the former wife of former Lincoln City Councilman Jon Camp, is survived by two
children, Jonathan and Abby.
In a news release, U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer said: “Today Nebraska lost one of its finest citizens. Judge Smith
Camp was a friend and a well-respected jurist. I appreciated her counsel on the three vacancies on
Nebraska’s federal courts we worked to fill. I am saddened by her passing and send my deepest
condolences to her family.”
Sen. Ben Sasse said Smith Camp was a "smart, well-respected jurist who committed her life to serving
her community and upholding the rule of law."
"She served her community for years and was an impeccable jurist who paved the way for women in the
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legal field in Nebraska. Melissa and I mourn her death. We pray tonight for her family and loved ones,"
he said.
Nebraska has three active federal district judgeships — two in Omaha, and one in Lincoln — as well as
two other judges currently on senior status and four magistrate judges.
Judgeships are filled by presidential nomination and U.S. Senate confirmation. 
By Lori Pilger
 


NTV: Advocacy organizations want equal access to education for students with disabilities
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Nebraska and Education Rights Counsel
sent a cosigned letter to Gov. Pete Ricketts and Commissioner of Education Matt Blomstedt on Sept. 23.
The advocacy organizations are concerned with students with disabilities receiving equal access to
education. They said that these students must receive equal access even though distance learning
presents challenges.
ACLU said that more than 55,000 children with disabilities live in Nebraska.
The ACLU said the letter notes the compounding challenges that came with the COVID-19 pandemic for
these children and their families, including a loss of access to federally mandated services and support
programs, such as occupational therapy or one-to-one aides.
“Under ordinary circumstances, disabled students are a vulnerable population. However, the challenges
they face have multiplied during the pandemic,” the letter reads in part. “We urge you to act now—
quickly, decisively, and with every resource at your disposal— to ensure our students receive the equal
access to education to which they are entitled.”
The letter includes a detailed list of specific recommendations to enhance in-person and distance
learning for students with disabilities, such as diversifying schedules to meet family needs. It also
recommends extending access to special education and related services during school breaks and next
summer.
The letter in full is available for download online.
In response to the ACLU letter, the following is a statement from Commissioner Matthew Blomstedt on
behalf of the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE):
"The disruption to our education system created by the pandemic earlier this year caused the
Department to focus diligently on our extremely vulnerable population of children with disabilities.
Special education issues resulting from the pandemic are complex and layered as schools continue to
comply with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), corresponding regulations, and
Nebraska State Statutes. These laws require individualized protections for students and thus each
student’s specific abilities and needs must be considered and assessed and therefore there is no one-
size-fits-all solution for these students.
In light of the complications created by the global pandemic, the Department has provided extensive
guidance to ensure a meaningful educational experience for all students including students with
disabilities. Beginning with our Early Development Network, public and nonpublic school districts,
alternative educational settings, and multiple educational partners, we have focused our attention and
energy in the implementation of technical assistance and guidance that all need to provide quality
services and support to our children with disabilities. For the 2020/21 school year, we will continue our
efforts to ensure that students with disabilities receive the free appropriate public education (FAPE)
services and supports that they are individually entitled. The NDE is seeking to work collaboratively with
partners on the state and local level to minimize disruption for our students. This is a heavy lift, one that
the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) and state departments across the country do not take
lightly and will continue to ensure all students continue to receive a meaningful and appropriate
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education," Bloomstedt said.
 


Kearney Hub: What's the difference between hemp and marijuana?
 
KEARNEY — The first thing to know about commercial hemp is it’s not marijuana.
Hemp’s products include fiber and cannabinoids such as CBD and CBG, which early research shows may
have medicinal benefits. They don’t have high levels of THC, the psychoactive ingredient in marijuana.
“This stuff basically doesn’t have the stuff marijuana has ... commercial hemp and marijuana are not the
same thing,” said Tom Schwarz, whose family has state-licensed hemp production this year as part of an
organic farming business southeast of Smithfield.
“The last thing you want is someone near you growing marijuana,” he added, for the same reason
growers of any specialty crops or seeds want to avoid cross-pollination.
The path toward legal cultivation of hemp in Nebraska started when the 2018 Agriculture Improvement
Act (Farm Bill) was signed into law by President Trump on Dec. 20, 2018.
Among changes made by federal authorities related to hemp production and marketing was removing it
from the list of controlled substances. That means cannabis plants and derivatives that contain no more
than 0.3% THC no longer are controlled substances under federal law.
The Farm Bill explicitly preserved the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s authority to regulate cannabis
or cannabis-related substances.
A hemp bill was introduced in the Nebraska Legislature in 2018. Among those who testified in support of
the bill at a Feb. 6, 2018, hearing of the Nebraska Legislature’s Agriculture Committee were University of
Nebraska at Kearney professor of economics Allan Jenkins and Tom Schwarz’s daughter, Becky, who
spoke on behalf of Nebraska Farm Bureau.
The measure was postponed indefinitely.
A new bill was introduced in 2019. The Nebraska Hemp Farming Act, LB657, was approved by the
Legislature and signed into law by Gov. Pete Ricketts in May 2019.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture approved the Nebraska State Hemp Plan on Jan. 27, 2020. The
Nebraska Department of Agriculture began accepting grower and processor license applications on Feb.
3.
The licenses require that hemp grown for fiber, CBD or CBG cannot have THC levels higher than 0.3% in
lab tests done on crop samples gathered by the state ag department before harvest.
Ancient partner
Jenkins is a longtime advocate of allowing legal production and processing of hemp, and edited a 2016
book, “The Return of an Ancient Partner,” that describes hemp’s history and uses.
He told the Hub no one had heard of CBD (cannabinol) 10 years ago until it was discovered by hemp
growers in Colorado as part of search to help a child suffering from seizures.
“We have all this ditch weed in Nebraska and we don’t know much about the chemical makeup,” Jenkins
said about wild hemp. “...We know hemp is well-suited to this climate and these soils.”
Although it can be sensitive to dry conditions, especially when it’s time to germinate, he said, “It will
grow right through a snowbank. If it sprouts, it grows.”
Jenkins said a lot of hemp was grown in Iowa during World War II because its fiber stands up better to
seawater than other fibers.
Allison Dering-Anderson, clinical associate professor of pharmacy in the Department of Pharmacy
Practice and Science at the University of Nebraska College of Pharmacy in Omaha, said the benefits of
cannabis-based fibers and medical therapies appear in ancient writings more than 4,000 years ago.
“The British used cannabis-based fibers to make ropes and sails for ships because these fibers were
resistant to saltwater breakdown. Cannabis-based paper was very popular in the colonial days of our







country because it was cheaper than wood-based papers and more durable than animal-hide based
papers,” Dering-Anderson said.
Tapping the surface
She said there now are more than 150 potential biologically active cannabis compounds identified,
including 120 known cannabinoids.
“It is unlikely that we will ever know all there is to know about each of these compounds, but there are
certainly avenues of research that haven’t been tapped yet,” Dering-Anderson said. “... As far as medical
uses, the literature seems to grow every day.”
She added that cannabis products can be consumed orally and contained in food, although there is no
information to date that it’s useful in human food.
“There is high-quality data that CBD is useful in helping patients to fall asleep,” Dering-Anderson said.
She cautioned that since it changes liver enzymes, it can cause significant drug-to-drug interactions,
even if used as a topical product.
Tom Schwarz said CBD’s anti-inflammatory properties are a big part of its value.
Other anticipated benefits include its use as a muscle relaxer. Research is being done on its possible use
to treat cancer, glaucoma and other diseases and ailments.
Learning curve
The first 10 legal Nebraska hemp growers were licensed in 2019 as part of a pilot project. Jenkins was
one of them, but he said it was mid-July that year by the time he finished the paperwork.
“In that first year, I told everybody to not think you’re going to plant 10 acres to start and then be a
millionaire,” he said with a smile, partly because it grows all over and also because of the learning curve.
This year, he’s a licensed processor.
In addition to CBD, about half of the Schwarz family’s 2020 hemp crop has genetics for another
cannabinoid, CBG. Tom’s son, Alex, calls it the “mother molecule” from which CBD and other products
can be developed.
Jenkins said the CBD supply chain is starting to be saturated, so CBG could be the next big item.
Another issue for consumers is that only three cannabis products are FDA-approved for specific uses by
prescription, including a few specific types of seizures.
It’s not legal to market any other cannabis products to treat any other disease or condition.
By Lori Potter
 


GII: Governor details state’s anti-COVID strategy
 
At Thursday night’s Grand Island Chamber of Commerce’s annual meeting, Gov. Pete Ricketts talked
about the ways in which Nebraska has managed the coronavirus.
Ricketts commended Grand Island for its response to COVID-19. “It really was a model for the rest of the
nation in how well this community pulled together to be able to combat this virus,” he said.
Nebraska’s economy has been less affected by the virus than any other state, he said.
Right now, the state’s unemployment level is basically normal. “Nebraskans love to work,” he said, and
they want to get back to work.
Early on, experts from the University of Nebraska Medical Center told state officials it was impossible to
stop the virus. “But what you can do is slow it down enough to make sure you don’t overwhelm your
hospital capacity,” he said.
Hospital capacity, therefore, became the state’s focus, to make sure acute care was available for those
who need it, Ricketts said.
Anti-COVID toolkit
He talked about the tools Nebraska has used to manage the virus.







Among other things, the state wants to hire an additional 1,000 contact tracers to supplement the 218
who work at local public health departments. “And we’re very close to reaching that goal right now, as a
matter of fact,” he said.
Why is that important?
“Well, managing any outbreak is about testing and contact tracing.” It’s like blocking and tackling in
football, he said.
Ricketts noted that the Trump administration is providing rapid test kits to 188 nursing home facilities in
the state.
Ricketts discussed other steps that have been taken to protect the state’s most vulnerable residents.
“Now, we have had about 198 deaths in our long-term care facilities. And, of course, that’s a tragedy for
each and every one of those people and each and every one of those families,” he said.
But those numbers should be looked at in context, he said.
New Jersey has had more than 6,600 deaths in its long-term care facilities.
That state’s population is four times the size of Nebraska. “But that’s 38 times the number of deaths in
their long-term care facilities,” he said.
The difference, he said, reflects some of the precautions Nebraska has taken, as well as other factors.
For one thing, the virus arrived in some states earlier than Nebraska. “We had the benefit of learning
from other states to be able to make these adjustments.”
G.I. workers draw praise
Nebraska never ordered its residents to stay at home. He shares the philosophy of South Dakota Gov.
Kristi Noem, he said. They don’t want to tell anyone that their business is not essential. All businesses
are essential, he said.
To stay ahead of the virus, he said, Nebraskans need to continue to wash their hands and wear masks
when they shop.
Cindy Johnson, president of the Grand Island Chamber, talked about 2020 and plans for 2021.
She saluted essential workers, “who are the epitome of grit and perseverance.”
She praised the work of local bankers, who were busy processing important loans during the pandemic.
The CARES Act and Paycheck Protection Program kept businesses open, she said.
Restaurants developed creative ways to stay in business.
The Chamber assisted local business people “who, frankly, didn’t know which way to turn,” Johnson
said.
She thanked businesses for showing mental toughness, perseverance and the ability to navigate the
pandemic.
Johnson talked about Chamber programs that she said she believes will help the community.
She also mentioned the importance of livestock shows to Grand Island. Those shows bring in many
people who spend a lot of money. “And folks, that’s outside money coming in to our community,” she
said. “That’s new money.”
The lack of livestock shows this summer was devastating to the local hospitality industry, she said.
Mustion lauds voters, officials
The audience also heard from Brian Mustion of Central Nebraska Bobcat, who was the 2020 Chamber of
Commerce board chairman.
Mustion said it’s been a long year, and everyone is looking forward to turning the calendar to 2021. But
all of us, he said, have “a lot to be thankful for.” We live in a state with clean air, clean water and is filled
with hard-working and honest people.
Voters in Nebraska and Grand Island, he said, had the insight to elect very grounded and principled
leaders who have an “abundance of common sense” and the ability to negotiate the pandemic.
Mustion asked local banking professionals to stand up, recognizing them for the way they helped their







customers during the early months of the pandemic.
Five businesses were honored during the evening:
— Credit Management Services, Middleton Electric and Holiday Express Bus were named Businesses of
the Year.
—The Richard Good Distinguished Service Award was presented to Tom and Sue Pirnie of Grand Island
Express.
— Hope Harbor was the recipient of the Outlier Award.
By Jeff Bahr
 


AP: Ricketts stands by decision to discontinue emergency SNAP
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Gov. Pete Ricketts doubled down Thursday on his decision to leave Nebraska as
the only state that has discontinued emergency food assistance benefits that were made available
under the federal coronavirus relief package, despite pleas from advocates for the poor.
Ricketts argued that Nebraska’s economy has fared far better than others hit by the coronavirus, and
that other forms of assistance are still available to those who need it.
His comments came after advocates for low-income Nebraskans called on the Republican governor to
reinstate the emergency aid, which ended in July. A group of state lawmakers has made a similar
request.
“Our friends, our family members, and our neighbors are being told they should face an unprecedented
global pandemic without emergency support for which they are eligible,” said Eric Savaino, who works
on food-access issues for the advocacy group Nebraska Appleseed.
The Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program, commonly known as food stamps, was temporarily
expanded during the pandemic to help low-income Americans who took a financial hit due to the
coronavirus and subsequent business closures and layoffs. SNAP benefits are financed by the federal
government, with the state covering half of the administrative costs.
“The reality for thousands of Nebraska families who are still in crisis, disabled, or working but at reduced
hours or at lower paying jobs, is that these benefits were essential and are still sorely needed,” Savaino
said.
Advocates said they’ve heard from hundreds of Nebraska residents who relied on the additional aid to
pay for food during the pandemic. The Food Bank of the Heartland, based in Omaha, reported a 40%
increase in calls to its hotline since March.
“The SNAP program reaches across communities, urban, suburban and rural, to improve access to
healthy food for families in need,” said Shelley Mann, an assistant director at the food bank. “Neither
the charitable food system, nor SNAP can do it alone.”
Ricketts argued that the extra assistance isn’t needed because Nebraska had the nation’s lowest
unemployment rate as of last month. The state’s unemployment rate was 4% in August, compared to
8.4% nationally, and the current numbers are comparable to Nebraska’s jobless rates before the
pandemic.
He said Nebraska’s economy also took a small hit relative to other states, based on federal data.
Nebraska’s gross domestic product shrank 1.2% in the first three months of 2020, a smaller decrease
than any other state, according to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.
Additionally, Ricketts said that the number of applications for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program has returned to normal levels after a sudden increase. Nebraska had roughly 70,000 people
enrolled in the program in February, and the number rose to a high of 78,000 during the pandemic. It
has since dropped to around 71,000.
“Here in Nebraska, being the least impacted the state, we have a way to show the rest of the country
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how to get back to normal,” Ricketts said at a news conference on an unrelated issue.
A group of 20 state lawmakers sent a letter to Ricketts earlier this month, asking that he extend the
emergency benefits. The effort was led by state Sen. John McCollister, a Republican in the officially
nonpartisan Legislature who his often at odds with his party.
“Nebraska should not withhold this life-sustaining aid to those residents who remain food insecure,” the
senators wrote in the letter.
By Grant Schulte
 


Scottsbluff SH: COVID-19 cases continue to increase in Box Butte, with 15 new cases
 
An update from Unified Command on Thursday confirmed 35 new COVID-19 diagnoses along with 27
recoveries since Monday.
Of the new cases, three are 19 or under with one case in Box Butte, Dawes and Scotts Bluff counties. All
were determined to be close contacts.
In Box Butte County, there have been four close contact cases, nine listed as community spread and
three cases that are still under investigation. Cheyenne and Sheridan County each have one case
determined to be community spread. Morrill County has one that was determined to be close contact.
Dawes County has one new close contact case and five attributed to community spread. Scotts Bluff
County has seven new cases, two are close contact and five are community spread.
Since March 2, there have been 13,882 tests conducted with 845 coming back positive, leading to a
cumulative positivity rate of 6.1 percent.
There are 93 active cases and three active hospitalizations. In total, 82 people have been hospitalized.
Nine have died.
During Thursday’s briefing, assistant director of the Panhandle Public Health, Jessica Davies, reminded
the community that while we may need to keep our distance, it is important to support one another.
When someone is isolated at home, she said, they are trying to prevent the spread of coronavirus and
heal.
“When someone has been confirmed COVID positive, it doesn’t mean we can’t still help with their
healing,” she said. “They need our critical support to recover physically and mentally.”
Small things such as phone calls, leaving encouraging notes on their door or window or sending
someone a text to let them know you care can make a big difference, she said.
Offering to run errands, such as grocery shopping, or dropping off books, puzzles and other ways to pass
the time can also be a huge help, she said.
Deputy director Tabi Prochazka addressed a myth that once a person quarantines, they won’t have to
do it again. Unfortunately, that’s not the case.
If a person has been a close contact to a positive person and neither were wearing masks, the individual
would need to quarantine, she said.
The exception, she added, is that an individual who has had COVID and has been deemed recovered
would be exempt from quarantine for 90 days.
By Kamie Stephen
 


NTV: South Heartland and North Central District risk dials increased
 
HASTINGS, Neb. — South Heartland District Health Department
On Sept. 23, the SHDHD officials updated their COVID-19 Risk Dial.
The dial moved from 2.0 to 2.1, which is considered an “elevated risk”, according to SHDHD executive
director Michele Bever.







SHDHD reported the 14-day average of new daily cases per hundred thousand was 10.3, up from 8.6 the
week before. “We are very concerned about the continuing upward trend in weekly case numbers in the
past six weeks,” Bever said. “There were 53 positive results reported to us last week – which is a 61%
increase over the previous week - and second only to the week ending May 2, when 85 positive tests
were reported to the health department.”
As for health care system capacity, Bever said South Heartland area hospitals were averaging 45 percent
ICU bed availability as of Monday (9/21). At that point in time, there were six patients hospitalized due
to COVID-19, including one in critical care and no ventilators were in use.
Bever also reported COVID-19 impact on PreK-12 schools in Adams, Clay, Nuckolls and Webster
counties. On Sept. 22, there were 98 students and staff out, including 77 students and 12 staff in
quarantine due to exposure to COVID-19, and nine individuals (four students, five staff) in isolation due
to testing positive for COVID-19. “An additional 31 students are self-monitoring and required to wear
masks, following the Governor’s new directed health measures that went into effect on September 21,”
Bever said.
“When people experience any symptoms of COVID, they should stay home from work, school and other
activities and get tested,” Bever said. Symptoms include fever and/or new onset of cough, shortness of
breath, and new loss of taste or smell. Other symptoms can include muscle aches, head ache, chills, sore
throat, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea, congestion and/or runny nose. “We were glad to see the testing
turnaround time improve last week,” Bever said. “Seventy percent of the results were back within two
days, which helps get people back to work and school, and improves the effectiveness of the contact
tracing process,” she said.
The levels of risk for COVID-19 spread are indicated on the risk dial as low (0-1.0, green), moderate (1.0-
2.0, yellow), elevated (2.0-3.0, orange) and severe (3.0-4.0, red). The COVID Risk Dial & Community
Guidance can be found on SHDHD webpages at www.southheartlandhealth.org. South Heartland District
case counts and trends can be found on SHDHD’s dashboard of local COVID-19 case statistics. This
dashboard, along with updates, guidance, news releases and other COVID-19 information and links can
be found on the SHDHD website: www.southheartlandhealth.org. The Nebraska Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS) provides daily updates to Nebraska's coronavirus COVID-19 cases on their
Data Dashboard at http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.
North Central District Health Department
On Sept. 23, the NCDHD reported its weekly risk dial update.
The dial still remains in the yellow, moderate level.
Their risk dial increased over the past week, bringing it to 1.50.
The previous week, the dial was at 1.19.
Find more information on the NCDHD website.
 


Scottsbluff SH: Gering, Alliance schools see outbreaks of COVID-19 affect activities
 
Around 70 people at Gering High School are under quarantine this week after an outbreak at the high
school, according to Gering Public Schools spokeswomen Jennifer Sibal.
In response, Gering Public Schools temporarily ended the “opt-out” policy for masks inside its high
school and on school buses. Administrators also postponed the Homecoming dance until Oct. 17.
As of Sept. 22, Gering lists four active cases of COVID-19. All four cases were among staff or students
from the high school, according to GPS’s dashboard.
The quarantine orders did not come from the district. Instead, quarantine orders are issued by the
Panhandle Public Health Department, according to a letter sent to parents about the outbreak.
The letter also said that absent alerts sent to parents whose students are under quarantine should be
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disregarded.
“Due to the large number of students impacted, we ask for your patience as these excused absences are
added to the system. Public health officials will provide GHS administration with the official list of
quarantines,” the letter read.
Alliance Public Schools has also seen COVID-19 affect extracurricular activities after an increase in cases
in that community.
The Alliance Bulldogs varsity football game scheduled for Sept. 19 was canceled after members of the
football team were put under quarantine orders, according to Alliance Public Schools Superintendent
Troy Unzicker.
Administrators called off the game after a student tested positive and several football players had close
contact with that student, Unzicker said.
He said the district doesn’t need to change any of its policies regarding COVID-19. Over the summer, the
district opted to recommend mask-wearing if social distancing couldn’t be maintained. Other Panhandle
districts made masks a requirement.
“I think the plan right now is to play Friday, but they have a week to practice and put some new kids in
positions,” Unzicker said.
Alliance is scheduled to play in Gering on Friday.
As of Sept. 22, the Alliance High School has 67 staff or students under isolation, according to the
district’s dashboard. The district’s had five cases across its buildings and a total of 94 quarantines since
school started.
“I know a bunch of those are coming off (of isolation) next week,” Unzicker said.
In a news conference on Monday, Gov. Pete Ricketts said that students wearing masks in a classroom
that had a sick student had to self-monitor for symptoms — but the class did not have to quarantine.
However, that only applies if the sick student had been wearing a mask. The sick student does have to
isolate.
“If either party is unmasked, then they are going to have to quarantine,” Ricketts said.
The new round of Directed Health Measures issued Friday also stipulated that those in quarantine must
isolate for at least 10 days, have no symptoms and have no fever.
Neighboring Scottsbluff Public Schools has had nine confirmed cases and 113 quarantines across its
buildings. According to SBPS’s COVID-19 dashboard, all nine cases have recovered. Of the 113
quarantines, 56 have returned from their isolation.
An increase in cases in Box Butte has also lead to other effects in the community, with the Alliance
library announcing closures last week due to COVID-19 exposure. On Tuesday, library staff notified the
public that the library would remain closed, planning to reopen Oct. 1.
By Justin Garcia
 


AP: Western Nebraska schools plagued by virus outbreaks
 
GERING, Neb. (AP) — Several western Nebraska schools are scrambling to deal with outbreaks of new
coronavirus cases.
About 70 students and staff at Gering High School were under quarantine this week after an outbreak,
the Scottsbluff Star-Herald reported. That came after at least four cases were confirmed last week in the
school. School officials have since temporarily ended a policy allowing people to opt-out of wearing
masks inside its high school and on school buses, and officials postponed the homecoming dance until
Oct. 17.
Neighboring Scottsbluff Public Schools has had nine confirmed cases and 113 quarantines across its
buildings, the Star-Herald reported. And in Alliance, the high school football game was canceled last
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week after a student tested positive and several team members were quarantined.
The state’s online virus tracker shows 42,278 in Nebraska have tested positive for the virus and 462
people have died since the outbreak began. Those numbers include nearly 500 new cases on
Wednesday alone.
The seven-day rolling average of daily new cases in Nebraska has soared over the past two weeks, to
402 new cases per day in the last week from nearly 272 cases per day the week prior, according to an
Associated Press analysis of data from Johns Hopkins University’s COVID-19 tracking project.
 


LJS: 10 attendees at event at Lincoln Eagles Club got COVID-19, officials say
 
At least 10 attendees of a Sept. 11 event at the Lincoln Eagles Club contracted coronavirus, Lincoln-
Lancaster County Health Department officials said in a news release Thursday. 
The outbreak prompted health officials to publicize the cluster of cases stemming from the event at 500
W. Industrial Lake Drive that drew 75 people and included dancing and little mask wearing, the release
said. 
The club's Facebook page advertised the gathering as a "9/11 Never Forget" event featuring a local
country music band.
One of the attendees who contracted COVID-19 has been hospitalized, the release said.
Many of the attendees could be at greater risk of severe illness, Scott Holmes of the Health Department
said in a news release.  
Event attendees included people who live outside the county, and everyone who went to the event
should contact the Health Department Communicable Disease Program immediately for guidance on
how to get tested and further ways to protect themselves and others.
Anyone who attended and is experiencing symptoms consistent with COVID-19 should seek testing
immediately, the release said. These symptoms include a temperature above 100.4 degrees, dry cough,
difficulty breathing, shortness of breath and loss of taste or smell.
And those with symptoms should also notify anyone they have been in close, direct contact with while
they were symptomatic to disclose the possible exposure, Holmes said.  
The Lincoln Eagles Club closed this week "due to unforeseen circumstances," according to its Facebook
page.
The current directed health measure permits dancing only at private events and requires mask wearing
indoors except when bar or restaurant patrons are seated or eating or drinking. 
Overall on Thursday, the Health Department reported 80 new coronavirus cases in Lancaster County but
no new deaths.
The county has confirmed 6,018 cases since the beginning of the pandemic and documented 2,284
recoveries.
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln recorded single-digit cases for the third straight day, though tests
have also fallen to fewer than 100 each of those days. The six new cases reported Thursday brought the
campus' total to 745 since Aug. 12.
Statewide, there have been 42,731 cases and 462 deaths linked to the disease.
By Riley Johnson
 


LJS: State penitentiary COVID-19 cases among staff lead to modified lockdown
 
The Nebraska State Penitentiary went on modified lockdown Thursday, limiting inmate movement due
to staff absences because of COVID-19 cases.
The prison implemented the lockdown to maintain safe operations, said Laura Strimple, Department of
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Correctional Services Chief of Staff.
Two more staff members at the penitentiary tested positive Wednesday for the virus, bringing the total
staff with the virus at the prison to 74 since April 4. Systemwide, 141 staff have contracted coronavirus,
and more than half work at the penitentiary.
Numbers at the Lincoln prison began to ramp up around Sept. 10. Forty-seven penitentiary staff have
been diagnosed since that date. 
As of Friday, 121 inmates at the prison had an active case of COVID-19, meaning they had tested
positive and were medically isolated. Fourteen percent of those tested have been positive, according to
numbers made public on Friday. 
Staff cases have been reported at other Nebraska prisons, including Lincoln Correctional Center, the
Diagnostic and Evaluation Center, Tecumseh State Correctional Institution and the Omaha Correctional
Center.
"We continue to monitor and respond to the staffing situation daily," Strimple said Thursday. "As staff
members are cleared to return from quarantine or medical isolation, they are able to return to work."
Correctional staff are considered essential workers, she said. 
"Since the onset of COVID-19, they have stepped up tremendously," Strimple said. The department
"could not have managed the last seven months without that level of dedication."
It is only recently, she said, that the coronavirus has more significantly impacted staff, as well as
inmates, particularly at the state penitentiary.
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: UNL officials lift group quarantines at Greek houses, housing facility
 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln officials have lifted group quarantines at Greek houses and a campus
residence hall.
The fraternities and sororities were in quarantine after having coronavirus clusters.
As of Wednesday, officials had lifted quarantines for 11 Greek houses and for the third floor of the
Eastside Suites residence hall. Other Greek houses were suspended for failing to heed university
coronavirus rules such as mask-wearing and avoiding large gatherings.
In a press release, UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green thanked students for successfully following public
health guidance by quarantining.
“There is no negativity associated with a quarantine. Your honesty in getting tested and reporting your
status with the virus has helped limit the spread and protect your fellow students, faculty, staff and the
greater Lincoln community,” Green said.
Group quarantine notices for campus are issued by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
based on various factors, including the number of cases that occur in close proximity within a campus
facility. Each quarantine lasts for 14 days.
Officials are asking the university community to continue following public health protocols, including
wearing masks, hand-washing and practicing social distancing. If a member of a quarantined area tests
positive for COVID-19 during the 14 days, the timeline resets.
By Kelsey Stewart
 


OWH: What the Fremont schools, among the first to close in U.S., are doing to stay open
 
Mark Shepard recalls the phone call that shook up his school district.
It was 7:40 a.m., Saturday, March 7.
On the other end was Terra Uhing, executive director of the Three Rivers Public Health Department,



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fnine-unl-greek-houses-have-small-clusters-of-covid-19-cases-green-says-theyre-not%2Farticle_6fa2252e-d027-5a6f-92f1-b51cb80c6f18.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ce5b5f4a3db49420877a208d86157d68c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637366377182415992&sdata=6FiIW7bz2PVF11sbuDAT%2FRvpZqwgadYcMPY3f%2FZm7sc%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Ffraternity-sorority-suspensions-a-hot-button-for-some-but-many-unl-students-are-nonplussed%2Farticle_e7771a8d-512f-5811-99a2-4d4d12eb0257.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ce5b5f4a3db49420877a208d86157d68c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637366377182425948&sdata=t%2FuWk4RIFn37TqWzVmMzqh1phjC0pjVPggCncN0fcqw%3D&reserved=0





which serves Fremont.
“We have a little bit of a problem,” Uhing told the Fremont Public Schools superintendent.
Officials of various local and Nebraska agencies and schools were holding an urgent conference call, and
he needed to be on it.
The COVID-19 crisis had arrived in Nebraska, by way of Fremont.
That afternoon, the Fremont Public Schools became the first Nebraska district to announce that it would
close because of COVID-19. The March 9 closure, one of the first in the country, even before the Seattle
Public Schools, was only supposed to last three days. But the schools would not open again for five
months.
Fast forward to today.
Fremont schools are open. Kids are in the buildings. Teachers and staff are pitching in to keep them
there — as long as they can.
District officials agreed to allow a World-Herald reporter inside schools to observe what a school day
looks like as teachers and students cope with COVID-19.
Fremont’s closure was tied to the state’s first confirmed case of a person with COVID-19. A 36-year-old
Omaha woman had the disease. She had played in a Special Olympics basketball tournament a week
earlier at the Fremont YMCA.
Little was known about the disease at the time, and fears were running high.
“Basically, what you were seeing on television or online or in the newspaper was what you knew,”
Shepard said. “You were seeing New York being overwhelmed. You were seeing Seattle being
overwhelmed.”
Shepard joined the conference call with Uhing and a host of local and state government, health and
education officials to discuss what came next.
According to Shepard, Gary Anthone, the state’s chief medical officer, asked if Shepard would be willing
to close the schools.
“I said absolutely,” Shepard said.
It made sense, Shepard said. Students were already scheduled to start spring break the following
Thursday and be out through March 22. So students would only lose three days, Monday through
Wednesday, he thought. It would buy time, well beyond a 14-day quarantine period and enough to
deep-clean schools and prepare for when students returned.
“Little did we know, that within two weeks, three weeks, four weeks out, the entire state would be
closed as far as K-12 education goes,” Shepard said.
The Fremont district, like every other Nebraska district, finished the year in remote learning. And
officials started laying plans to reopen.
Officials developed options, including a 50-50 plan, full-remote learning and a delayed start, but over
the summer they gained confidence that they could open to in-person learning, Shepard said.
People questioned why the district allowed students back for summer weights and conditioning, but
Shepard said it was an opportunity to test protocols.
“‘Let’s put our toe in the water and see how this is going to work,” he said.
They took students’ temperatures and put them into smaller groups, and it paid off, he said.
When a student in conditioning tested positive, only two other students had to quarantine.
Confidence grew as Fremont successfully opened up summer school and summer camps, he said.
The new school year started Aug. 11 About 4,100 students are attending school in person and 700 in
remote classes.
The district requires masks, though at first Shepard wasn’t a big fan.
“Not because I didn’t think they work. But because I thought all we’d be doing is policing masks. It hasn’t
happened. It’s amazing.”
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The district uses thermal scanners to take students’ temperatures as they enter schools, an idea
borrowed from the Lincoln Premium Poultry plant in Fremont, where the devices are used to scan
arriving workers. Every school has them.
For example, the fifth and sixth graders at the district’s Johnson Crossing Academic Center are checked
again for fever before lunch, and then again at 3:30 p.m. if they are participating in after-school
activities.
“In the past, parents would give their kid Tylenol, bring that fever down and send them to school,”
Principal Brent Harrill said. “Ten-thirty or 11 o’clock that starts wearing off, so we’re scanning them
again at lunch. Teachers included.”
At Johnson Crossing, the students start the day assembling in the gymnasium, sitting apart from one
another on the floor and bleachers. That way they don’t loiter around lockers.
They wait to be dismissed by row.
“All right, next row, you may go,” a staff member announces.
The kids file out.
Once students vacate the gym, Harrill straps a tank sprayer to his back. He walks the bleachers end to
end, spraying them with sanitizer.
Some classes are held in open areas inside the school to enable social distancing. Classes meet outside,
too, weather permitting.
On this day, a music teacher took her class outdoors. She played a small xylophone to test kids’
knowledge of the musical scale.
The kids sat in rows of set-up chairs, while she tapped out a pattern of notes — do, re, mi, fa, so, so, so
— and teams of students tried to name them.
Receiving a correct answer, she said: “Yaaay, nicely done.”
In a band room, band teacher Jill Murman worked with several students playing trumpet through slit
masks that kept their noses covered.
“Ready, go,” she said.
The players delivered a version of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”
At the end of class, students departed, and Murman rapidly circled the room spraying sanitizer on chairs
and music stands, and wiping them down.
Doug Sheppard, a Johnson Crossing sixth grade math teacher and Fremont Education Association
president, worked on division with his class.
He posed a problem: 196 and eight-tenths divided by 32.
“What’s that first digit going to be?” he asked as the kids mulled it over.
Sheppard walked the room, peering over shoulders, checking the work.
Sheppard said he believes the district is doing as much as it can to keep staff and students safe.
“I ask my kids almost every day, ‘How do you feel? Do you feel safe? Do you feel like this is the place
where you should be?’ And 99% of them say, ‘Yes, I love being here.’ They want to be in school.”
Sheppard said students needed to be back in school for academics but also their social well-being.
Johnson Crossing fifth grade teacher Tammy Rensch said she was “super hesitant” to return in person.
Now she has “no worries,” she said.
“This is where we need to be,” she said.
She wipes down the surfaces in her classroom every hour when they switch students.
“The students are doing a great job; they want to be here,” she said.
At Linden Elementary, serving prekindergarten through fourth grade students, Principal Diane Beninato
told her staff the year could be defined by “the restrictions or the possibilities.”
They needed to be problem-solvers, she said.
For first grade teacher Angie Willnerd, that meant figuring out how to teach reading with her already







soft voice muffled behind a mask.
The solution: ordering a microphone with amplifier and battery pack from Amazon.
Wearing it makes her look “like a rock star,” she said.
But it was necessary in order to teach phonics and phonemic awareness, which involves sounding out
letters and letter combinations, she said.
On this day, wearing a leopard pattern mask, she guided students through reading the words “led” and
“yet.”
“Everybody put your finger underneath the letter L,” she said. “What sounds does it make?”
She said the kids do well with the masks.
“We take our mask breaks sometimes,” she said. “They like to take them off, but sometimes they even
forget to take them off. I think they’re just so used to keeping them on.”
She hopes the district won’t have to revert to remote teaching again.
Her principal, Beninato, said the district has begun testing that will reveal how much learning was lost by
going remote last spring.
She said she doesn’t expect a large gap.
By the time it shut down last spring, the district had taught students all the state standards in
preparation for state testing, she said.
“We were at a point of just continuing to enrich and deepen those, but we had to have addressed all of
them by that time because we were going to be assessed over them,” she said.
In addition, she said, kids “really do catch right up.”
Fourth grader Jet Wolsleben said she’s happy to be in school. But the masks and distancing are a big
change, and her mask falls down sometimes, she said.
“We get to take off our masks at recess. I like that.”
Jeancarlos Magana, another fourth grader, said he’s happy as well, and glad to see friends and teachers.
“Sometimes it gets hard because you want to talk to your friends, but we have to be 6 feet apart,” he
said.
Over at Fremont Middle School, students eat lunch at desks spaced apart in long lines inside the gym.
There’s not the usual lively chatter, but some students twist around in their desks to converse with
friends.
When one group of students clears out, a cleaning crew of adults jumps into action. One person sprays
the desks with sanitizer, while several others follow briskly behind wiping them. In a few minutes, the
job is done.
As of Thursday, the district had not experienced any COVID-19 spread within the schools since
reopening, Shepard said.
Because of what the community experienced back in March, each step on the road back has been very
intentional, he said.
Uhing, the Health Department executive director, said the thing that worries her most is the possibility
of a surge in cases, and not having the medical capacity to handle them, particularly involving children.
She said masking has been the key to avoiding spread in schools. She doesn’t see masks going away
anytime soon, even as hopes rise for a vaccine.
“I would say, for the rest of this school year, I would probably plan on masking through next May, for
sure,” she said.
“We have a fall and a winter to get through, and we haven’t necessarily seen that before.”
By Joe Dejka
 


LJS: People seeking COVID-19 tests at Bryan urgent care locations will need to see a doctor
 







Bryan Health said Thursday that it has made some changes to its protocols for seeing and testing people
with suspected cases of COVID-19 at its urgent care locations.
Bryan had been giving people who showed up at its urgent care centers COVID-19 tests, sending them
home and following up later. However, it is now requiring people to either see their own doctor first and
get an order for a test or see a provider at the urgent care centers after getting a test.
All testing will now be done in patients' cars. If they need to see a provider, the testing will be done first
and then they will go directly into a patient room in the facility, said Kevin Hejtmanek, practice manager
for Bryan Urgent Care.
People also may be given other tests, such as a flu test or strep test, depending on their symptoms,
Hejtmanek said. Those test results should be available by the end of the visit, while the average time to
get COVID-19 test results is three to four days.
Bryan Urgent Care does have rapid COVID-19 tests available for police and fire department members.
Hejtmanek said Bryan made the change in procedure at its urgent care centers because it had
essentially been treating all suspected cases of COVID-19 as if that's what the person had. That meant
people were getting a test and then being sent home, and if they actually had another illness, care for
that illness was being delayed, which was leading to "more emergent situations."
"We wanted to address these (illnesses) right away," he said.
People can still go to the drive-thru testing site at Bryan LifePointe near 27th Street and Pine Lake Road
to just get a COVID-19 test. Bob Ravenscroft, Bryan's vice president of advancement, said there has
been increased traffic at the site, with 117 people getting tested there Thursday.
Lincoln has seen an increased number of COVID-19 cases recently, recording its three highest weekly
totals in the past three weeks. That has led to more hospitalizations.
Bryan as of Thursday morning had 42 COVID-19 patients hospitalized, its most ever, with 23 of those
patients from Lancaster County. Those numbers have more than doubled since Friday.
Overall, the hospital system had 507 patients as of Thursday, one of its highest totals during the
pandemic.
Ravenscroft said Bryan has adequate personal protective equipment and plenty of bed space to deal
with the increase in COVID-19 patients.
What is becoming a concern, however, is the availability of health care workers.
Ravenscoft noted that there has been a nursing shortage in the state for several years and, "It is tight,
not just for Bryan, but everybody in the state."
"You might be able to increase your facility capacity, but getting the workers or the employees in place
to staff those are challenges," he said.
By Matt Olberding
 


NET: Black Nebraskans Disproportionately Impacted By Pandemic Unemployment
 
About 134,000 Nebraskans have been paid unemployment benefits since the start of the coronavirus
pandemic.
That amounts to more than $1.1 billion, mostly from the temporary federal benefit of an extra $600 a
week.
Data from the state Department of Labor shows Black Nebraskans make up about 26% of claims for the
past four weeks, despite being only 5.2% of the state population.
Other minority populations are not as disproportionately impacted. White Nebraskans are 88% of the
population and made up 58.9% of unemployment claims over the past four weeks. 
By Becca Costello
 







LJS: Carter finds coming to the helm as NU’s president a good fit
 
Ironically, academics and an educational mission had not been part of the career path for Walter “Ted”
Carter Jr. through much of his 38 years of service in the U.S. Navy.
His naval career included rising from ensign to vice admiral, from light officer to commander of a carrier
strike group, and finally to his leadership role as superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, his alma
mater.
Carter “fell in love” with both academics and the educational mission after the Navy asked him to run
the Naval War College, then the Naval Academy for five years. Involved in most facets of the education
spectrum, he prized the energy of the college campus and its students.
“That's why we exist,” he says. “It was a place I felt very comfortable, and I enjoyed being part of the
team.”
The job of University of Nebraska president was not on his radar. Despite achievements at the Academy
during his tenure, he wasn’t sure the academic world was interested in him. While on a post-retirement
vacation with his wife, Lynda, he received a phone call about the Nebraska job. Convinced by the search
team that he was a viable candidate, Carter applied and did a lot of research before his first interview.
NU’s eighth president since 1968
The rest is history. In January Carter, now 60, became the eighth new president at NU since 1968.
“I feel like I fit right in here in Nebraska. I’m in the right place,” he says, sincerely.
Carter’s earliest introduction to Nebraska came from his flight school roommate Randy Duhrkopf, whom
he’d known at the Academy. Duhrkopf was once a pole vaulter at Bellevue High School who talked
nonstop about Nebraska and the Cornhuskers.
Carter remembered that enthusiasm during his early weeks on the job spent visiting Nebraska
communities and campuses, and meeting with state legislators. With help from a transition team, he
promised to develop a strategy for NU’s next five years and beyond, and deliver it to the Board of
Regents within his first 100 days [paused until August due to the pandemic].
“I came into this job under the idea the university is one of the top economic engines for the state,”
Carter says. “And, that we want to grow not just the student body, but its reputation as a partner with
communities to help fill some of those high-impact, high-need jobs out there in the state.”
Carter believes in the good. His is a collaborative, player-coach leadership style with a bias for action,
doubly useful when a pandemic transforms the world we know. As early as February, NU was watching
the pandemic carefully, and as it became apparent it was coming here, “we shifted plans and gears
significantly.”
NU was one of few university systems in the country not sued by any of its students for the quality of
the education. That's a good indication of how well the faculty and staff did remote education.
“The focus is always going to be on students, but the shift in gears was to make sure we focus on
Nebraskans,” Carter explains.
Published in April, the Nebraska Promise includes freezing tuition rates for years 2022 and 2023.
Without it, models showed a 10% drop in enrollment taking 10 years to recover. Carter is optimistic
about fall enrollment. Nebraska was one of the first major universities in the country to declare it would
be open for the fall semester, a decision not made on a whim but based on advice, science and logic.
Raised in Rhode Island
Born and raised in a small Rhode Island city, Carter was active in band, science and sports, and a good
student. Beyond an out-of-state hockey tournament and science fair, he was not well traveled. His role
models were teachers and coaches, some of whom he’s still in contact with, and his mother, who taught
high school English.
He applied to the service academy just to see if he could qualify for admission.







The Naval Academy was unlike anything he’d known before. It was hard, and like many others, he
thought about leaving. Being picked for the hockey team saved him that rough first year. “And then I
just fell in love with the place.”
His second year, he met Lynda, a college freshman, on a cold January night. Their first dance that night
was to the disco hit, ”Le Freak.” He was smitten. She promised to attend his home hockey games,
though secretly she didn’t like hockey. The couple just celebrated their 38th wedding anniversary.
The Carters have moved 20 times, often with two kids. Their son Christopher was born in Japan in 1985.
He attended first grade in three different schools. Daughter Brittany was born in 1988.
Carter wasn’t sure about making the Navy a career, especially when a failed eye test meant he wouldn’t
be in the front seat of a jet. “Then I found that flying as part of the team was exceptional, and I loved it.”
Slapshot (Carter’s callsign) went to Top Gun before the movie made it famous.
Life with Lynda
“Lynda and I both found that the military lifestyle suited us,” he says. “She's incredibly strong and smart.
I always joked that minus the nuclear engineering part, she’d be better at my naval profession than I
was. She did a lot to make our family work, and she did most of it on her own, because I was at sea.”
Their kids have taken different paths. Christopher’s first attempt at college didn’t take, so he enlisted in
the Army and did a combat tour in Iraq. He’s since finished college and is a cyber analyst living in
Denver. Brittany went on through George Mason University in Virginia right after high school, then
graduate studies in Colorado. She’s a licensed professional counselor in Oregon.
“I do think Lincoln is one of the most interesting cities I’ve lived in,” Carter says. He has already noticed
distinct differences between Lincoln and Omaha. Kearney offers another perspective, and he’s heard
about the two time zones. There's no doubt that farther west, people feel more disconnected from the
university. What surprised him was that sports at UNL seem to be the tie that binds most Nebraskans.
The job and mission brought Carter to the middle of the country, but the people are going to be what
keeps him here.
“What I've seen thus far is the people in Nebraska are exactly what I hoped they would be,” he says.
“They're welcoming and warm. They're genuine and hardworking, common sense people.”
By Cynthia S. Peterson
 


LJS: Drought tightens grip on Nebraska as hot, dry spell looms
 
After a one-week reprieve, drought conditions strengthened their hold on Nebraska last week.
According to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor released Thursday morning by the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, the state now has its highest percentage of drought conditions this year.
About 57% of the state is in some level of drought, and 29% is in severe drought or worse. Also, the
portion of the state in extreme drought rose to more than 6%. Nebraska has not seen those levels of
drought since June 2014.
Some timely rains after Labor Day had caused drought conditions to recede somewhat last week, but
most areas of the state have seen little or any precipitation over the past week.
The Panhandle is the hardest-hit area, with more than half a dozen counties touched by extreme
drought, including nearly all of Morrill County and most of Sioux County. Most of Cuming County in
northeast Nebraska also is in extreme drought.
According to the National Weather Service, Sidney's June-August rain total this year was more than 6
inches below average, while Alliance, Chadron and Scottsbluff all were more than 4 inches below
average.
August rain totals for the state as a whole were the lowest ever recorded.
Despite going 12 straight days without any rain, Lincoln is not experiencing any drought conditions. In







fact, Lancaster County is one of the areas least affected, with no drought conditions present and only a
small portion of the northern part of the county experiencing abnormally dry conditions.
The coming forecast does not look promising, with dry conditions and potentially record heat in some
areas. North Platte on Wednesday broke a 99-year-old record with a high of 95 degrees, and many areas
of the state could be looking at near-record heat in the coming days.
Chadron, Scottsbluff and Sidney were all areas forecast to see record or near-record temperatures on
Thursday.
The forecast for Lincoln is highs of 91 degrees both Friday and Saturday, which would be close to the
record highs for those dates of 93 and 95. While temperatures are forecast to fall into the 70s by Sunday
and the 60s later next week, there is no rain in the seven-day forecast.
The 14-day forecast from the weather service does not look any better. It shows a strong chance that
Nebraska will see drier-than-normal conditions.
State climatologist Martha Shulski said the good news for Nebraska is that because of heavy rains last
year, this year started off with "pretty good" soil moisture reserves.
However, she said, a hot and dry summer has depleted those reserves, and now 53% of the state is in
the short to very short category for subsoil moisture levels.
Whether this year's drought conditions will have long-term effects will be determined by winter and
early spring conditions, Shulski said. There is a La Nina weather pattern this year and wetter-than-
normal conditions are likely in the northern U.S. and drier-than-normal conditions are likely in the south.
"Not a lot of guidance for us right in the middle, unfortunately," she said. "Our precipitation trends for
fall and winter, therefore, will be dependent on storm track."
Shulski did say that longer-term forecasts show chances for a wetter-than-normal spring in Nebraska.
"In essence, this situation is something we will have to monitor as we go into winter and spring, which is
typically our drier time of year, climatologically speaking. Then late spring is our wet season," she said.
"Long-term impacts will depend on how much recharge we will get over the next few months."
By Matt Olberding
 


LJS: Nebraskans again file more initial claims for unemployment
 
Initial unemployment claims continued to climb in Nebraska last week, reaching their highest level in
more than a month.
According to data released Thursday by the U.S. Department of Labor, there were 3,045 initial
unemployment claims filed in the state in the week that ended Saturday, 318 more than the previous
week.
That was the highest number of claims and the first time the number topped 3,000, since the week that
ended Aug. 8.
Continuing unemployment claims, which lag initial claims by a week, continued to drop, falling by more
than 2,000 to 20,331 for the week ending Sept. 19.
Nationally, initial claims were essentially steady, rising by 4,000 last week to 870,000. Continuing claims
for the nation as a whole were 12,580,000, which was down by 167,000 from the previous week.
By Matt Olberding
 


OWH: Six Nebraska schools receive National Blue Ribbon honor
 
The U.S. Department of Education on Thursday recognized six Nebraska schools, including Creighton
Prep and Marian Catholic High School, as National Blue Ribbon Schools.
Also receiving the annual honor were Standing Bear Elementary School in Omaha, Pyrtle Elementary







School in Lincoln, David City Elementary School in David City and Concordia Academy in Omaha.
They are among 367 schools in 46 states, the District of Columbia and Department of Defense Education
Activity schools in Alabama, North Carolina, Germany and Japan recognized for achievement.
Schools can be honored for overall academic excellence or their progress in closing academic
achievement gaps among student subgroups.
All six Nebraska schools were selected based on high performance on state assessments or nationally
normed tests.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Nebraska Medicine says normal operations should resume 'in days' after cyberattack
 
Normal operations at Nebraska Medicine should resume “in days” following a cyberattack that shut
down computer systems early Sunday, health system officials said Thursday evening.
The outage, which officials described in a statement as a “significant information technology system
downtime event,” led to the postponement of patient appointments this week and required staff in the
system’s hospitals and clinics to chart by hand.
Staff have continued to see patients, officials said, but appointments for patients with elective
procedures and appointments that were not critical have been rescheduled. The health system’s
emergency rooms have remained open, and no patients were diverted to other hospitals, according to
the statement, which was provided by Dr. James Linder, Nebraska Medicine’s CEO.
“People have done a yeoman’s job in making sure we deliver good patient care,” Linder said in a brief
interview.
No patients’ electronic medical records were deleted or destroyed, according to the statement, thanks
to the system’s “back-up and recovery processes.” But when asked whether patients’ medical or
financial information had been exposed, a Nebraska Medicine spokesman said the statement contained
all the information officials could provide.
The statement did not include any further information about the attack’s nature, extent or origins .
Officials noted in the statement that attacks on health care organizations are “rapidly increasing, and we
are constantly assessing our security measures to help prevent cyber security incidents.”
With the advent of electronic health records, health systems collect and store a significant amount of
information about patients.
Other hospital systems have had to deal with computer security problems. In February 2019, a device
brought into a CHI Health location by a third-party vendor introduced a virus, also known as malware,
into the health system’s network.
In 2018, Anthem Inc., the nation’s second-largest health insurer, agreed to pay the federal government
what was then a record $16 million to settle potential privacy violations in what was labeled at the time
as the biggest known health care hack in U.S. history, the Associated Press reported.
The statement said officials notified law enforcement after discovering the attack. When asked whether
the FBI was assisting with the investigation, a spokeswoman for the FBI’s Omaha office said the agency
was aware of the situation at Nebraska Medicine and had offered assistance.
Patients have expressed frustration, with some saying they had not been notified of canceled
appointments.
Patients were also unable to access their online medical and billing information.
In the statement, officials said “the patience and professionalism that has been demonstrated by our
staff and providers during this difficult time has been remarkable, and we cannot thank them enough.”
The health system, officials said, remains “committed to providing extraordinary care, and will do
everything we can to minimize any further disruption to our patients.”
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By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: Scurlock's dad, attorney slam Kleine; 'the community deserves better than to
dehumanize the victim'
 
The attorney for James Scurlock’s family expressed dismay.
The father of James Scurlock expressed doubts.
James Scurlock II, father of the 22-year-old Omahan who was killed May 30 amid unrest in Omaha’s Old
Market, said he won’t believe that the man who took his son’s life killed himself until he sees an autopsy
or a report.
The elder Scurlock questioned how Jake Gardner, 38, could have killed himself, alleging that he had a
police escort when he left Omaha after May 30. Law enforcement officials say that’s not true.
“I will not believe that suicide until I see documentation,” Scurlock said.
Hillsboro, Oregon, police have refused a World-Herald request for Gardner’s autopsy results. They also
refused a request by Omaha attorney Justin Wayne, who represents the Scurlock family. The reason
given to the newspaper was vague. The reason given to the family: Oregon law precludes police from
releasing autopsy information on a suspect.
Wayne said he accepts that Gardner is dead because Fred Franklin, the special prosecutor in the case,
told him so. Franklin is seeking a death certificate and will dismiss the case against Gardner after he
obtains one.
Hillsboro police sent out a press release Sunday afternoon announcing Gardner’s death. They said no
foul play was suspected, which is typically code for either a suicide or an accidental death.
Gardner’s attorneys, Stu Dornan and Tom Monaghan, told reporters Sunday evening that their client
had died “by his own hand” and that he did not leave a note. Dispatch chatter obtained by the Omaha
Scanner Twitter account records a police officer and dispatcher talking about Gardner’s dad calling
police because he checked his son’s bedroom and both his son and a handgun were gone. A bit later in
the same radio transmission, a woman can be heard weeping in the background.
That some are not yet convinced that Gardner is dead goes to “the heart of distrust between our (Black)
community and the government,” Wayne said Thursday at a press conference with the elder Scurlock.
While he doesn’t doubt Gardner’s death, Wayne, who is Black, did express dismay about the way
Douglas County Attorney Don Kleine has spoken in the aftermath of Gardner’s suicide and Franklin’s
Wednesday press conference.
Kleine criticized Franklin, saying he thought the former federal prosecutor went in with an agenda on
what he wanted grand jurors to conclude. After investigating for five days, grand jurors charged
Gardner with manslaughter, terroristic threats, attempted first-degree assault and weapon use.
Kleine said that in asserting self-defense, Gardner’s attorneys would have tried to establish Scurlock’s
propensity for violence. In turn, Kleine questioned whether Franklin presented evidence that Scurlock
had been “terrorizing” others that night.
Kleine didn’t specify what that meant, but a law enforcement official told the newspaper that Scurlock
and a friend had been pushing a skateboarder before a bystander intervened. No video has been found
to prove that allegation. Kleine also alluded to vandalism committed by Scurlock that night and to prior
assault convictions.
Wayne noted that grand jurors rejected Gardner’s claims of self-defense and said they classified
Scurlock as “what he was: the victim in this case.” Wayne said he has never denied that the younger
Scurlock had been seen in a downtown building that night toppling computer monitors or that he had
brushes with the law in his past.
But such property damage doesn’t amount to committing acts of terror, Wayne said.
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Kleine’s “ethics and morals are very, very questionable,” the elder Scurlock said. “Never have we had a
prosecutor so cowardly dehumanize and demoralize a victim.”
Said Wayne: “The victim deserves better. More importantly, the community deserves better than to
dehumanize the victim over and over again.”
Kleine fired back Thursday afternoon. He said he doesn’t consider Scurlock a victim.
“I wasn’t giving opinions about him,” Kleine said. “I was giving facts.”
Asked if characterizing Scurlock’s behavior as “terrorizing” was opinion or fact, Kleine said: “I don’t know
for what other purpose that is, to destroy property and create mayhem.”
Wayne said the facts about the younger Scurlock are that he was the father of an infant girl, a volunteer
with his sister’s volleyball club and a young man who was beloved by his family and was the life of their
gatherings.
Gardner had his own record, having been cited on suspicion of misdemeanor assault at least three
times. In a 2013 case near his downtown bars, Gardner reached in his waistband (where police would
later find a gun) and threatened to shoot a parking garage employee. He never served jail time.
At the Wednesday press conference, Franklin suggested that Gardner and Gardner’s father, David, were
the aggressors. He said the two and others were armed and waiting inside his darkened bar that night
for a looter to break through the bar’s window so they could “light him up.”
That didn’t happen.
After Scurlock and his friend Tucker Randall apparently threw objects — Scurlock had a rock, and Randall
had a signpost — at the bars’ windows, Gardner, his father and a bouncer emerged from the bar, not
knowing whom they were looking for.
David Gardner twice pushed a young man who was filming another would-be vandal at a neighboring
business. Randall then decked David Gardner. Jake Gardner ran to find out who had pushed his father
down. And the 90-second confrontation between Jake Gardner and James Scurlock ensued.
Walking backward, Jake Gardner told Scurlock and another man to “keep the (expletive) away” and
lifted up his shirt to show a gun in his waistband. Holding a knife in his right hand, David Gardner shoved
Scurlock to the side with his left hand. Scurlock pushed a bystander next to Jake Gardner. A woman
tackled Jake Gardner from behind, and Randall hovered over the two as they wrestled in a puddle. Jake
Gardner fired what he described as two warning shots.
Randall and the woman fled, and Jake Gardner started to get up off the ground.
Scurlock then jumped on Jake Gardner. Scurlock’s supporters have long suggested that he pounced on
Gardner because Gardner was an “active shooter.” Eighteen seconds later, Jake Gardner, having yelled
“get off me” several times, switched his gun to his left hand and fired over his shoulder, killing Scurlock.
In recent months, Wayne said, Scurlock’s relatives held off on sponsoring rallies or gatherings because
they didn’t want to influence witnesses in the case. An online fundraiser has netted almost $276,000.
Some of that money is being used for a college fund for Scurlock’s daughter. More of it will be used to
set up a scholarship fund in connection with the volleyball club, Wayne said.
Wayne said his investigation is continuing. He said he wouldn’t comment on what his inquiry has found
because the case might end up in civil court. Asked if his clients planned to sue Gardner’s estate or
others, Wayne declined to comment. “We have not exhausted all remedies,” he said.
One thing he won’t do, Wayne said: second-guess the grand jury.
“We have to respect our legal system,” he said. “If we don’t, it’s anarchy.”
By Todd Cooper
 


OWH Editorial: We need to know more about the Gardner-Scurlock investigation
 
The public needs and deserves the fullest possible accounting of what happened May 30 between Jake







Gardner and James Scurlock. Nebraska law creates an obstacle, but special prosecutor Fred Franklin and
the Omaha police can step up.
The fault line continues to widen between those who believe that Gardner defended himself by
shooting and killing a marauding attacker amid protesting and vandalism and those who believe Gardner
was a racist predator. We are among those who believe that the truth is more complex — which is
almost always the case in human events.
As much information and transparency as possible is critical to building whatever slim bridge is possible
toward civic understanding of this tragedy. It’s also important to create a reasonably complete record in
light of sudden national attention and politicization of the incident.
This much we know: As a second night of Omaha protests over the police killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis moved downtown and turned to vandalism in the Old Market, Scurlock and a friend started
breaking things. They smashed windows and computers at RDG Planning & Design, about half a block
from Gardner’s bars, The Hive and Gatsby. Scurlock’s friend told The World-Herald’s Todd Cooper that
they dropped a traffic cone onto a police car from a parking garage on Harney Street. Surveillance
images show them holding or hurling objects and facing Gardner’s bars.
Meanwhile, Gardner, his father and others waited inside The Hive, armed and prepared to “light up” —
special prosecutor Franklin’s words — any looter who might break in.
The bar’s windows were smashed, ultimately leading to the confrontation on Harney widely seen on
video that ended with Scurlock’s death.
There remains much that we don’t know. We had hoped that this would be sorted out by the grand jury
process, either in the full report that was promised if Gardner was not indicted or, because he was
indicted, in his criminal trial.
Just last week, we wrote, “Gardner, of course, is presumed innocent, but the community is now assured
of the fullest possible evaluation to determine whether and how he might be held accountable.”
Then Jake Gardner died by his own hand in Oregon.
Now the evidence is sealed under Nebraska law governing grand juries.
The law provides for release of grand jury proceedings and a transcript of testimony only in the case of a
person’s death while in custody. Scurlock was not in custody.
Franklin provided some narration Wednesday that he said was from the police investigation. His
comments, unfortunately, were scattershot and did more to cast doubt on the indictment than add
clarity. His needless reference to a tweet from President Donald Trump the day before the shooting was
exactly the wrong thing the community needed.
So we call on him to provide a written report on the grand jury’s findings, carefully organizing his
comments from two press conferences and filling gaps to create a permanent record.
And we call on the Omaha police to release the results of their investigation, which guided the grand
jury. These findings are needed, and this transparency is needed, to provide what clarity remains
possible to help us move ahead in the quest for greater equality.
 


OWH Courtney Allen-Gentry: Drinking, despair behind epidemic of early death among white
Nebraskans
 
Are you a white person between 25 and 64? Then I imagine you have lost a family member, work
associate or friend from an alcohol-related suicide, traffic accident, unintentional injury or chronic
health condition like liver disease.
Let’s also acknowledge many of you are struggling with alcohol addiction since nearly 1 out of every 4
white Nebraskans drinks excessively, according to the 2019 America’s Health Rankings.
Excessive drinking is defined as eight or more drinks per week for women or 15 or more drinks per week
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for men. Binge drinking is four or more drinks for women and five or more for men on any one occasion
in the past 30 days.
According to the 2019 America’s Health Rankings, Nebraska men drink more excessively than women,
while urban adults 25-44 and those making $75,000 or more lead all other populations. Although the
early death rate has declined for all other races nationwide, including Black males, rates have increased
by 30% in whites over the past 20 years.
“Rising morbidity and mortality in midlife among white non-Hispanic Americans in the 21st century” in
2015, from the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, first documented the trend of growing
death rates in middle-aged white people and the link to the underlying events described as “causes of
despair.”
Medical researchers think lower-wage job opportunities relative to the previous generation, political
polarization and fear of losing the white majority because of immigration fuel this despair, which is
marked by increased addiction, suicide and unintentional poisoning deaths.
The article “Independent Relationship of Changes in Death Rates with Changes in US Presidential
Voting” in the Journal of General Internal Medicine suggests that “dissatisfaction, discouragement,
hopelessness and fear of cultural displacement … contributed to President Donald Trump’s appeal,
especially to the non-urban, white working class.”
Rural counties with a 15% higher age-adjusted death rate from alcohol, other drugs and suicide in 2015
voted for Trump 2.5 times higher than counties that saw Democratic gains in 2016 compared with 2008.
The analysis indicates that President Trump won by receiving more votes from whites who felt
economically left behind and powerless — especially older, less-educated, rural white voters.
The bad news is that drinking and despair have grown among every class of white people and continues
to dramatically increase, while other health indicators have declined for people overall.
Highlights from the 2019 America’s Health Rankings for Nebraska:
• Food insecurity increased by 48% since 2013 for adults age 60 and older.
• Multiple chronic conditions of Medicare enrollees age 65 and up increased 9%.
• Suicide per 100,000 adults age 65-plus increased 24% in the past three years.
• Obesity in adults increased by 20%.
• Low birth weight of live births increased 42%.
• Diabetes in adults increased 20%.
Nebraska, once considered the “Heartland of America,” is now missing heart. It’s now a place where
white people are drinking themselves to early death in epidemic proportions while voting for politicians
and policies that deny 25% of Nebraska children federal emergency food benefits. Rich or poor, black,
brown, or white, rural or urban, we are all in decline.
In the words of Lutheran pastor and Nazi resistance fighter Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Christian virtue is not
only an internal condition; it is also politically and socially a source of hope in the pursuit of freedom and
justice.”
Can anyone who supports political ideologies allowing 90,000 children each day to go hungry call
themselves “good Christians” while so many others are on an unhealthy life course toward early death?
We all need to make sure everyone has a fair chance to live a healthy life, therefore as an advocate for
all the citizens of Nebraska, I ask all of you to “take heart” and remember we are all in this together.
Many of us are suffering — you are not alone. Reach out and connect with your community; it may
actually save a life or help a child in need.
Courtney Allen-Genty, an RN with a master’s in nursing, is a board-certified advanced holistic nurse,
nurse educator and coach specializing in the integration of science, spirit and plant medicine into public
health.
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LJS Edtiorial, 9/25: Haverty's contributions to local business development will be missed
 
Pat Haverty's unconventional path to overseeing Lincoln's economic development is something out of a
storybook.
From college football player to Buffalo County Sheriff's deputy to a city administrator, Haverty took a
circuitous route to eventually becoming vice president of the Lincoln Partnership for Economic
Development.
In seven years on the job, Haverty, who died last week at the age of 58 during heart surgery, became a
beloved fixture in the city offices.
His death leaves a void in an office that has been forced to deal with the ills -- from businesses
shuttering to an abbreviated and delayed Big Ten football season that will be played without fans and
the revenue they bring to town -- of the COVID-19 pandemic that has wreaked havoc on Lincoln's
economic development this year.
He was a quiet and unassuming man who went about his work without arrogance or bravado. What he
lacked in flash, he more than made up for with hard work, tenacity and enthusiasm for the mission of
improving the business climate in Lincoln.
Haverty was instrumental in a number of initiatives aimed at fostering entrepreneurship and developing
the local workforce.
He was a key player in the partnership with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to create and fund the
NMotion Accelerator program for startups and also oversaw the creation of two grant programs for
early-stage businesses.
In addition, Haverty, according to Wendy Birdsall, president of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, was a
champion for workforce development, and his work was instrumental in Lincoln winning $300,000 in
grants earlier this year for its New Americans Task Force.
"His leadership at LPED and within many different communities will be recognized for years to come and
missed dearly," Birdsall said.


2 solid candidates in county race
The battle for a seat on the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners in District 2 (northwest Lancaster
County) features two candidates with different political philosophies.
However, after speaking with both and vetting them, we're confident that either could do the job.
Democrat Christa Yoakum, the incumbent, has done nothing to put her job in jeopardy. She has the
ability to draw on that experience if reelected. With a mind toward environmental issues and bringing
high-speed internet to everyone in Lancaster County, she has been a solid steward of taxpayer funds in
her first term.
Meanwhile, Republican Eric Underwood is a Lincoln restaurateur with a working knowledge of
budgetary constraints and the responsibility needed to run a thriving business, especially in this most
challenging of years. He's a fiscal conservative who plans to emphasize property taxes, affordable
housing, the infrastructure of bridges and roads and public safety.
At the risk of sounding wishy-washy, we like both of them. We believe either of them would be good for
the citizens of Lancaster County, depending on the issues that matter to you.
 


LJS Guest column: Be patient with vote count
 
Like many, I have often gathered with family and friends on election night to watch the results,
celebrate when they’re good and commiserate when they’re bad. But this year, my tradition won’t be
the same, and not just because the Centers for Disease Control warns against large gatherings.







What will be different this election night? The big difference is that it is unlikely we’ll have a final tally of
votes on election night.
Nearly 75% of the electorate can vote remotely this year, and many are more likely to do so because of
the pandemic. This means the count will be slower.
In some states, poll workers can’t begin to count ballots before election day regardless of when they’re
received, while in others, ballots need only be mailed by Election Day and of course can’t be counted
until they’re received. A slow count simply reflects our unusual times. It has nothing to do with the
legitimacy of the process.
President Trump has falsely claimed that mail-in voting will produce “the most INACCURATE &
FRAUDULENT Election in history,” but voting by mail is common, and voter fraud is very rare.
In 2016, roughly one out of every four votes was mailed, including President Trump’s. Every member of
the U.S. military and their families stationed overseas votes by mail. My family and I have used mail-in
voting for years, including my daughter who lives overseas. Some states, such as California, send a mail-
in ballot to every registered voter. Five states conduct their elections entirely by mail.
As United States attorney for Nebraska from 2009 to 2017, our office coordinated with the Nebraska
Secretary of State’s office to ensure that there were no voting issues or snags during the voting process.
We never had a problem with mail ballots or in-person voting.
Voting by mail is common because it is safe. States have extra security protocols for mail-in ballots —
such as bar codes, audits and signature verification. These are paper ballots not susceptible to security
flaws and hackers. Ballots are delivered through the U.S. Postal Service, the same entity we trust to
deliver Social Security checks, passports and prescription medications.
So what can we do? Make a plan to vote, and do so early. Mail your ballot early or drop it off at the
official ballot boxes. If you’d rather vote in person, be prepared to wait. The lines may be long for this
election. If you have any worries about issues such as signature verification, consider voting in person if
you can do so safely. Show up early, bring a mask and gloves, as well as water, food, folding chair and
comfortable shoes. Lines this year may be long, so be patient.
And finally, prepare to wait. Reported “results” on election night are often actually media projections
based on exit polling, which will be less useful now with more people voting by mail. You won’t likely
know anything before you go to bed. This year on election night find a good movie on Netflix and just
relax.
Will it be frustrating? Will some call elections early, hoping that disappointed people in swing states like
Colorado, Nevada and Wisconsin won’t bother going to the polls? Will the delay provide an opportunity
for some candidates to criticize the delay and claim the delay means there is fraud?
The reality is the count this year will take time – don’t let it frustrate you, and don’t let it deter you. A
slow count means a careful, accurate count. It also means that many, many citizens have chosen to
exercise their right to vote in a way that’s safe for themselves and their communities. That’s exactly how
we want our elections to work. Getting it right is more important than getting it fast.
If we vote, and if we’re patient, we will make a difference.
Deborah R. Gilg served as United States attorney for Nebraska from 2009-2017. She is currently an
adjunct law professor at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University.
 


LJS: No more excuses on overcrowding
 
I am appalled that the overcrowding issue in Nebraska's prisons is no longer a problem for our state's
government officials.
As I recall, the Department of Corrections had been given five years to correct the problem. Well, the
five years has come and gone, and the overcrowding remains. Nothing has been done to alleviate the







problem.
Now COVID-19 has now been introduced into the equation.
Inmates in Nebraska are people. They have families who care about them.
What is happening to keep them healthy in a prison that is overrun with people on top of people?
Gov. Pete Ricketts, Director Scott Frakes and the Legislature need to be held accountable. They have
taken no real action in five years to alleviate the problem, and there are no answers for the near future.
COVID-19 deaths are unavoidable under the present conditions.
As Nebraskans, we need to demand the state take immediate action to remedy the overcrowded,
unsafe and inhumane conditions in our prisons. No more time, no more excuses.
Laurie Petracek, Lincoln
 


Daily Nebraskan: FINAN: Reassessing balance of Nebraska courts, executive and the people
 
In a time of increasing populism, Nebraskans must ask themselves if judicial review plays too large a role
in the course of state politics. On Sept. 10, the Nebraska Supreme Court handed down a 5-
2 decision ordering that an amendment to the state constitution about medical marijuana be struck
from the 2020 state ballot.
While the supreme court is intended as a safeguard of minority rights and against unconstitutional
actions, too often the will of the people is subverted by the rulings of appointed judges and justices.
Four of the seven justices on the Nebraska Supreme Court were appointed by staunchly anti-marijuana
governor Pete Ricketts. Of those four justices, only one voted in favor of keeping medical marijuana on
the ballot. 
While three-fourths of Rickett’s appointees voting to take the decision about medical marijuana out of
the hands of the people is hardly evidence of undue anti-marijuana bias, the perception of the
governor’s hand-picked men taking the decision about medical marijuana out of the people’s hands is
not a huge leap of logic.
The case for striking down the ballot initiative is flimsy at best, as the proposed amendment was narrow
and pertained only to the use, production, possession and sale of cannabis, cannabis products and
equipment. The justification for striking down the initiative was that subsections six, seven and eight
were not naturally or necessarily connected to subsections one and two. 
Subsections six, seven and eight deal with when, where and how cannabis could and should be used or
sold. Without these subsections, no regulation would exist pertaining to working or driving while high,
and no regulation would exist regarding the public use of cannabis. If medical marijuana is made legal, it
would naturally follow that similar restrictions would be placed on its use as other legal drugs. 
The use of a flimsy pretext to take a decision from the hands of the people is antidemocratic and un-
American. By striking down the whole initiative rather than striking the last three subsections from the
amendment, the courts have circumvented the right of the people to decide on this issue.
The challenge to this initiative was brought forward by Lancaster County Sheriff Terry Wagner. Between
2013 and 2015, Wagner’s department seized over $4.7 million in cash through civil asset forfeiture. By
maintaining total drug prohibition it is far easier for law enforcement to justify the seizure of citizen’s
property. In removing the medical cannabis amendment from the 2020 ballot, the court has placed
Sheriff Wagner’s financial interest above the public health interests of ordinary Nebraskans. 
In 29 states, the supreme courts are filled via appointment. In 27 of those states the governor appoints
justices, in 17 of those 27 states, supreme court judges are subject to retention elections. A retention
election is when the people vote not for one of a number of candidates but simply vote whether or not
a candidate, or in this case justice, should retain their seat.
In Nebraska, the governor appoints a judge to the supreme court and that judge is only subject to a



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2Fnews%2Fstate-and-regional%2Fgovt-and-politics%2Fnebraska-supreme-court-bars-medical-marijuana-question-from-november-ballot%2Farticle_7d64f62c-7887-517d-931f-36046281708c.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ce5b5f4a3db49420877a208d86157d68c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637366377182495649&sdata=qFWW6eRUL5jGdcFyoxEO7xZ5Hn8iZIGbUsEhLweFhi8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nebraskamarijuana.org%2Finitiative%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ce5b5f4a3db49420877a208d86157d68c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637366377182505605&sdata=giTXXBSK8mYYNs8hLN%2BLkp2p4lYsYDIiwXMbIYNnqaQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Flancaster-county-sheriff-challenges-medical-marijuana-ballot-proposal%2Farticle_c0a35f2d-85cb-50d9-8df0-da74355e2c06.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ce5b5f4a3db49420877a208d86157d68c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637366377182505605&sdata=aiKC%2FVKpdUmCjdpcaZU7R1%2F0BXqFfP7jsfDuDtnZA8s%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcrime-and-courts%2Flocals-still-unclear-what-to-do-about-drug-money-seizures%2Farticle_1e87a97c-c884-5237-981f-e8315d4cd5dc.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ce5b5f4a3db49420877a208d86157d68c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637366377182515563&sdata=aLoh5FDNKIGyn8L6Qwd5ixJqgmO9t4FvISlya2Cza6I%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FState_supreme_court%23%2Fmedia%2FFile%3AUSStateSupremeCourtSelection.png&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Ce5b5f4a3db49420877a208d86157d68c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637366377182515563&sdata=XeVBm7XFBBiGvZbZQtLbnnl%2BmJFFgbgjc1SJeVMEXws%3D&reserved=0





retention election after three years.
In three years, an immense amount of damage can be done to our democracy and civil liberties if a
sufficiently undemocratic judge is on the court. The potential of such a threat to the democratic
framework of the nation should be concerning regardless of your politics. 
To ensure a greater degree of accountability without totally reinventing the system, a useful first step
would be to hold a retention election on the soonest possible election day for newly appointed judges. 
Another concern with executive appointments is that the appointees may feel partisan pressure to work
on behalf of the executive rather than on behalf of the law. The partisan nature of our highest courts is
of the utmost concern as it takes power from the people and hands it over to partisan elites. 
Some who disagree might say that a court beholden to the masses is likely to vote based on public
opinion. While this may be true, what is more likely is that justices will be more conscious of the effects
a ruling might have on ordinary people rather than worrying about what the party bosses responsible
for their appointments think. It is my belief that the role of the courts should be not simply to interpret
the Constitution but to do so in a manner that benefits the most amount of people while also reducing
the amount of harm done to other groups.
The immense power wielded by both the courts and the executives, be they governors or presidents,
runs counter to the American traditions of democracy as well as the populist sentiment sweeping the
nation. Power left unchecked by the people is a tyranny greater than that which the Continental Army
fought to liberate itself from.
Nick Finan is a sophomore secondary social science education major. Reach him
at nickfinan@dailynebraskan.com.
 


LJS: Bolz says Fortenberry is waging a negative campaign
 
Democratic congressional nominee Kate Bolz fired back Thursday at negative radio campaign ads
directed at her by Republican Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, suggesting that the choice to go negative "reflects
the values he has learned in Washington."
The decision for candidates in the 1st District House contest to make is to "scare voters or focus on the
issues that matter to Nebraskans," she said.
Fortenberry, Bolz said, has decided to "run a campaign built on misinformation and misdirection."
Bolz, a Lincoln state senator, said Fortenberry's campaign ads are "a distraction from the real issue,
which is health care" and its direct tie to the current challenges raised by the coronavirus pandemic.
Fortenberry's radio ads claim that Bolz missed 30% of the votes recorded in the Legislature during the
last two years.
Those commercials follow a TV ad that was "a flat-out lie stating that I said nothing about recent racial
protests," Bolz said. 
In fact, she responded on a blog post, the senator said, and then attended a post-event cleanup in
Lincoln following a protest demonstration, a community event at the Malone Center and a subsequent
hearing on the issue conducted by the Legislature's Judiciary Committee.
At a time when Nebraskans are focused on health care, Bolz said, they should be aware that Fortenberry
has "voted numerous times to repeal the Affordable Care Act with no better plans" to replace it.
Responding to Bolz, Fortenberry campaign spokesperson Alessandra Stooks said: "It is ironic that Kate
Bolz has the time for a misleading campaign press conference in her pursuit of a promotion to Congress
but didn't show up for work in the Legislature."
Bolz said she and Fortenberry are scheduled to debate twice next month: Oct. 11 on KETV at 7 p.m., and
Oct. 12 on NET at 8 p.m. 
By Don Walton
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OWH: 'He says crazy stuff': Sasse, other Republicans dismiss Trump comments on transfer
of power
 
WASHINGTON — Republican lawmakers on Thursday downplayed the prospect of President Donald
Trump fighting to stay in power if he loses the coming election.
Trump has repeatedly cast doubt on the legitimacy of the election even before it happens, denouncing
in particular the scale of some states’ mail-in balloting.
On Wednesday, the president declined to commit to a peaceful transfer of power if he loses at the polls.
But those comments drew mostly shrugs from Republicans, some of whom seemed to view them as just
the latest White House exercise in trolling.
“He says crazy stuff,” Sen. Ben Sasse of Nebraska said about the president’s comments. “We’ve always
had a peaceful transition of power. It’s not going to change.”
Sasse cited the transition from John Adams to Thomas Jefferson in 1801, which followed a contentious
presidential campaign.
“Adams peacefully left office and Jefferson became president, and it blew the world’s mind — and it still
blows the world’s mind that that’s how we do it, and we’re going to keep doing it that way,” Sasse said.
“Nothing is going to change.”
On Thursday, Trump again declined to say that he would accept the election results if they show that he
lost.
“We want to make sure the election is honest, and I’m not sure that it can be,” he said. “I don’t know
that it can be with this whole situation — unsolicited ballots.”
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., took to Twitter in an effort to reassure the public that
Republicans will accept the election outcome whichever way it goes.
“The winner of the November 3rd election will be inaugurated on January 20th,” he wrote. “There will
be an orderly transition just as there has been every four years since 1792.”
GOP Rep. Don Bacon took issue with the president’s statements.
“I think it’s wrong,” he said. “We shouldn’t be lighthearted, or we shouldn’t be ambiguous at all about
respecting the election results.”
But the Omaha-area congressman said Democrats have also been out of line at times in questioning
election outcomes. He pointed to comments by Hillary Clinton that Democratic presidential nominee
Joe Biden should not concede under any circumstances.
“Both sides should have zero ambiguity that we respect our election results,” he said.
Other Republicans, including Sen. Deb Fischer and Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, expressed general support for
accepting the election results but avoided criticizing the president over his statements.
“An enduring hallmark of America is the peaceful and timely transfer of power,” Fortenberry said. “It
would be good if we all reflected on this, including those burning down buildings.”
Reporters pressed Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, about whether the president’s comments were
concerning, and he indicated that they’re irrelevant because the Constitution is clear on the matter.
“I don’t have to be concerned by anything,” he said. “I’m for the Constitution, and the Constitution
rules. It doesn’t matter what anybody else said.”
Iowa’s other Republican senator, Joni Ernst, took a similar approach.
“The Constitution is clear on this: on Jan. 20 the winner of the November election will be sworn in as
president of the United States, and the transition — or continuation — of power will be peaceful,” said
Ernst, who is in a tight reelection contest.
Like Bacon, Rep. Adrian Smith of Nebraska’s 3rd District cited Clinton’s comments when he was asked
about Trump’s.
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Smith also told reporters that many Americans have been frustrated at attempts to undermine the
legitimacy of Trump’s 2016 election.
“I would certainly urge the president to respect the will of the voters, and ultimately I think he will,” he
said.
By Joseph Morton
 


Iowa Capital Dispatch: COVID-19 outbreaks increase in Iowa nursing homes; deaths climb to
671
 
The number of COVID-19 outbreaks and infections is continuing to climb in Iowa nursing homes, nearly
doubling the levels set in July.
In late July, there were 502 infections tied to 20 active nursing home outbreaks in Iowa, the Iowa Capital
Dispatch reported. Over the next month, the number of COVID-19 infections associated with active
outbreaks increased 66% to 835. Since August, the cumulative total of COVID-19-related deaths in Iowa
nursing homes has climbed from 508 to 671.
On Sept. 13, the White House coronavirus task force recommended that Iowa impose a statewide mask
mandate to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the state’s nursing homes. The report noted that “COVID-
19 is being brought into nursing homes through community transmission.”
Gov. Kim Reynolds has resisted calls for a statewide mask mandate, saying she trusts Iowans to act
responsibly.
The Iowa Department of Public Health reported Tuesday there were 41 active COVID-19 outbreaks in
Iowa nursing homes, up slightly from the 39 reported five days earlier. The department reported 939
staff and resident infections associated with those 41 outbreaks.
The Iowa nursing home with the most infections associated with a current outbreak is the Good
Samaritan home in Ottumwa, with 84 infections, the same number that was reported at the facility one
week ago.
There were six Polk County nursing homes with active outbreaks in recent days, and the number of staff
and resident infections at those homes totaled 100.
By Clark Kauffman
 


AP: COVID-19 outbreaks are linked to choir practice, hair salon
 
MADRID (AP) — At least 30 of 41 members of a gospel choir in northeastern Spain have contracted
coronavirus following a rehearsal indoors with little air circulation, local authorities and the chorus say.
The River Troupe Gospel, a volunteer gospel group, rehearsed on Sept. 11 ahead of an open-air
performance two days later.
After one member of the chorus tested positive following the Sept. 13 performance, more than 40 other
members and their close contacts went into isolation. Since then, at least 30 singers have tested
positive, the Sallent municipal government said.
Experts have acknowledged that in certain circumstances, like when people are in close indoor spaces
singing or shouting, COVID-19 can spread in the air. Choir practices in the U.S., for example, have been
identified as superspreading events.
Amid a surge of infections in Spain, authorities in Madrid asked the central government to relax
regulations so it can hire 300 additional doctors from outside the European Union.
In another outbreak, the number of coronavirus infections tied to a North Carolina hair salon has grown
to more than a dozen. At least 18 positive COVID-19 cases have been linked toEnchanting Hair Fashions,
a Haywood County spokesperson told McClatchy News.
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They include employees and customers and close contacts of those groups.
BEEF PLANT FINED
Iowa regulators have issued their first citation to a meatpacking plant with a large coronavirus outbreak
that sickened its workforce — a $957 fine for a minor record-keeping violation.
The outbreak at the Iowa Premium Beef Plant in Tama in April resulted in 338 of the plant's 850 workers
testing positive for the virus, 80 more than the state previously acknowledged, according to inspection
records released Thursday.
The Iowa Occupational Safety and Health Administration said on June 1 that it had launched inspections
at the Tama plant and four other meatpacking plants where thousands of workers had tested positive.
Records show that the inspections did not lead to any citations at the four other plants, where at least
nine workers have died after contracting the COVID-19 virus. They are the Tyson Foods plants in
Waterloo, Columbus Junction and Perry and the JBS plant in Marshalltown.
The agency cited Iowa Premium Beef in August for failing to keep a required log of workplace-related
injuries and illnesses.
MISSOURI GOVERNOR
Missouri is dealing with a surge in new coronavirus cases, bringing the total to 116,946 since the
pandemic began. More than 100,000 of those cases have been reported since the state reopened for
business in midJune.
Among those new cases are Gov. Mike Parson and his wife, Teresa. Parson's office said he had no
symptoms and that his wife's were mild.
Hospitals in Missouri's third-largest city, Springfield, are approaching capacity.
Officials at Springfield's two major hospital systems, CoxHealth and Mercy, told the city council that they
were running out of staff.
As of Monday, 89 Mercy caregivers were in quarantine, hospital officials said.
 


Bloomberg: Pay cuts become permanent for many Americans during pandemic
 
Pay cuts introduced by U.S. employers in the early days of the coronavirus pandemic — meant to stave
off layoffs and retain key employees — have proved less temporary than perhaps originally envisioned.
The majority of workers who took a reduction as the virus brought the economy to a halt are still
earning less than they were prior to the outbreak, according to a Pew Research Center study released
Thursday, a sign of fragility in the labor market as the recovery slowly takes shape.
The extent of outright job losses brought on by efforts to contain the virus has been well-documented:
Half of adults who say they lost a job due to the pandemic remain unemployed, according to the study,
a finding consistent with government statistics showing the U.S. has regained about half of the 22
million positions lost in the early spring.
But shifts in earnings and pay structure have been harder to track, with average hourly wage data
skewed higher by the disappearance of low-paid service-industry jobs and with overall income figures
inflated by expanded government benefits that gave Americans a temporary boost.
Nearly one-third of adults surveyed by researchers say either they or someone in their household had to
reduce their hours or accept a pay cut because of the outbreak, with 21% saying this happened to them
personally. Among that subsegment of adults, 60% say they are currently earning less than before the
outbreak, with 34% making about the same amount of money and 6% earning more than before the
spread of the virus.
The nationally representative survey of 13,200 U.S. adults was conducted from Aug. 3 to Aug. 16.
Separately, survey results highlight the racial divides in Americans’ economic wellbeing.
Some 44% of Hispanic Americans say they or someone else in their household have taken a pay cut







because of the virus. That compares with 29% of White, 32% of Black, and 41% of Asian adults who say
the same.
While about 40% of Black and 43% of Hispanic adults say they have used money from a savings or
retirement account to pay their bills since the outbreak began, 29% of White adults and 33% of Asian
adults say the same, the survey results showed.
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Choosing Educational Excellence Over Ideology


By Governor Pete Ricketts
November 30, 2021


 
Governor’s official photo here.


 
Chancellor Ronnie Green believes the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) is racist.  Under his leadership,
UNL recently released a plan to address “institutional
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racism” as part of its “Journey for Anti-Racism and Racial
Equity.”  From racially motivated hiring practices to
divisive trainings, the plan would inject Critical Race
Theory (CRT) into every corner of campus.  
 
At the foundation of UNL’s plan are the writings of Ibram
Kendi, who has openly called for discrimination on the
basis of skin color.  Kendi has written that “The only
remedy to racist discrimination is antiracist
discrimination.  The only remedy to past discrimination is
present discrimination.” 
 
This plan is the product of ideologues—not thoughtful
Nebraska academics.  Needless to say, I could not be more
disappointed in the Chancellor’s plan, and I completely
disagree with the notion that UNL is a racist institution. 
UNL’s focus should be on educational excellence, not
ideological indoctrination.  At its core, the plan is legally
questionable, intellectually flawed, and politically charged.
 
UNL’s approach not only pushes CRT, but also runs counter
to the Nebraska State Constitution.  Article I-30 expressly
forbids racial discrimination in public education stating
that “The state shall not discriminate against, or grant
preferential treatment to, any individual or group on the
basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the
operation of...public education.”
 







Nebraska strives to be a place where people are treated
fairly, and we recognize we always need to be open to
doing better.  We must address specific acts of racism
whenever we encounter them, and we should look to
continuously improve the quality of education available to
Nebraskans of all backgrounds.  However, the accusation
that UNL is institutionally racist is false and outrageous. 
It’s the product of the sloganeering of political activists—
not thoughtful academics.
 
UNL’s plan is also based on the flawed assumption that
differences in outcomes among racial groups are the result
of systemic racism and how people are treated based on
skin color.  The data, however, doesn’t support this
conclusion.  The University’s plan makes the claim that
racism is “often structural and embedded into systems,”
however, it does not spell out specific examples of what
this looks like at UNL besides vaguely stating there are
“different outcomes for different groups.”  In reality, degree
completion rates of White and Asian students at UNL are
virtually identical.  In fact, Asian students in Nebraska (on
average) display the highest measure of college degree
readiness of any racial group. 
 
Additionally, there are factors other than “institutional
racism” that help explain educational outcomes.  For
example, nationally, students of groups with high family
income levels and low nonmarital birth rates tend to do







better on measures of academic performance.  In Nebraska,
data shows students from higher income families are more
likely to go to college than their peers from low-income
families.  Additionally, males from low-income White
households in Nebraska are less likely to attend college
than males from low-income Asian, Black, or Hispanic
households.  There are a variety of factors that influence
educational outcomes, and it’s important to look closely at
the data to understand the full story.
 
UNL is also presenting its plan as non-political, however,
the plan fails its own test of diversity by presenting only
one view of race relations in America.  The chancellor’s
resource list features the writings of Critical Race Theorists
like Ibram Kendi and the New York Times’ 1619 Project,
while excluding the scholarly work of conservative Black
intellectuals like Glenn Loury, Shelby Steele, and Robert
Woodson who strongly disagree with CRT.  The
University’s plan gives the impression that CRT has
universal scholarly support, when it clearly does not.  In
fact, some respected academics, including John McWhorter,
a linguist at Columbia University, have gone so far as to call
CRT a new form of racism. 
 
McWhorter has been a vocal critic of Kendi, noting the
circular logic Kendi uses to argue for “anti-racism.”  Kendi
writes that, “Racism is a marriage of racist policies and
racist ideas that produces and normalizes racial







inequities."  McWhorter points out the redundant, non-
academic nature of this and other claims made by Kendi. 
You may not be surprised to learn that McWhorter’s work
isn’t included on UNL’s recommended resources list.
 
The University’s misguided focus on achieving equity of
outcomes, rather than equality of opportunities, is pushing
a Marxist and communist ideology.  It fails to honor our
American values of respecting individual rights and
focusing on excellence.  And it betrays the legacy of our
country’s great civil rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., who dedicated his life to the dream of Americans
judging one another according to the content of their
character and not skin color.
 
The University isn’t going to stop pushing CRT without
action from Nebraskans.  Nebraskans need to let the
University know that they reject their plan to apply CRT on
UNL’s campus.  The University of Nebraska Board of
Regents is meeting at 9:00 AM this Friday, December 3rd, at
Varner Hall in Lincoln.  Three regents—Paul Kenney, Jim
Pillen, and Rob Schaefer, have consistently opposed CRT. 
More need to step up so we can stop this radical ideology. 
You can attend the meeting or contact the Board of Regents
by visiting: nebraska.edu/regents/board-members.
 
If you’ve seen CRT being imposed at a college or K-12
school, please let me know by emailing
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Pete.Ricketts@nebraska.gov or calling 402-471-2244.  Our
kids deserve an education that’s free from narrow-minded
ideology.  Together, let’s work to keep the educational
focus on excellence, not identity politics, in Nebraska.
 


###
Word Count: 907
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I will attend
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
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From: Diane Pryor <dpryor@lcoc.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2021 3:18 PM
To: Wendy Birdsall <wbirdsall@LCOC.com>; Bruce Bohrer <bbohrer@LCOC.com>; Jeff Maul
<jmaul@lincoln.org>; Luke Peltz <lpeltz@selectlincoln.org>; Derek Feyerherm
<dfeyerherm@lincoln.org>; Brooke Zimmerman <BZimmerman@lcoc.com>; Ron Kalkwarf
<RKalkwarf@lcoc.com>
Cc: Todd Wiltgen <TWiltgen@lcoc.com>
Subject: Material for October Chamber Board Meeting - Oct 14
 
Hello,
 
REMINDER: The meeting will be at the Chamber.  We are NOT meeting at the Zoo. There is also a
Zoom option.
 
Just a reminder of the Chamber Board meeting this Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. at the Chamber
in the Allo Board Room or on Zoom. A link was sent last week in the calendar appointment.
Material for the meeting is attached including the agenda, consent agenda, September’s minutes
and the financials.
 
We will not have printed documents at the meeting so please review ahead of time and/or
download to your personal device.
 
If you have not done so already, please RSVP to dpryor@lcoc.com.
 
Thank you and have an awesome day!
-Diane
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AGENDA 



Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors Meeting  



Thursday, October 14, 2021, 8:00 a.m. 
Lincoln Chamber Allo Board Room 



or via Zoom option 
 



 



 
    Call to Order       Andy Hunzeker 
 
 Approval of Consent Agenda & Minutes   Andy Hunzeker 
 
 Financial Report       Ben Martens 
 
 BlueprintNE        Jim Smith 



 
President’s Report       Wendy Birdsall 



 
 Adjourn        Andy Hunzeker 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Next Board Meeting  
Thursday, November 11, 2021, 8:00 a. m. 



Lincoln Chamber, Allo Board Room 
Or Zoom option  











Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
September 9, 2021 



Chamber Office, Allo Board Room and Zoom 
 
 



 Present: Bob Balfany, John Bergmeyer, Susan Courtney, Doug Durham, Brie Frickenstein, Ronnie 
Green, Noah Greenwald, Russ Gronewold, Shannon Harner, Andy Hunzeker, Kevin Jarosz, 
Dr. Steve Joel, Jim Kruger, Bill Lester, Ben Martens, Betty Mason, Nate McKown, John 
Olsson, Julie Perkins, Todd Reimers, LG. Searcey, Bill Stephan, Ava Thomas, Derek Vance, 
Dan Vokoun and Kevin Wailes  



 
Absent:  Mike Gerdes, Tony Goins, Brad Hedrick, Lanelle Herink, Christie Hinrichs, Scott McLain, 



James Mowitz, Steve Schmidt, Diane Temme Stinton, Ava Thomas, and Bill Weber 
  
Past Chairs  
 and Guests:  Bill Cintani, Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird, Emily Bowhay and Kate Bolz 
 
Staff: Wendy Birdsall, Bruce Bohrer, Jeff Maul, Luke Peltz, Derek Feyerherm, Brooke 



Zimmerman, Ron Kalkwarf, Todd Wiltgen and Diane Pryor  
 



Call to Order 
Chairman Andy Hunzeker called the Board meeting to order at 8:04 a.m. and said it’s good to be back 
in person.  
 
Approval of Consent Agenda 
Hunzeker began the meeting looking at the minutes from June and the consent agenda, which were 
sent out ahead of time. He asked if there were any concerns or discussion. There were none so he 
asked for a motion to approve them both. It was moved, seconded, and approved.  
 
Mayoral Update 
Chair Hunzeker thanked Mayor Gaylor Baird for all she’s been doing and invited her to update the 
Board. Mayor thanked everyone for the work they’ve been doing to help our economy recover from 
the pandemic and said she enjoys the collaboration. Doors are opening, customers are returning and 
we are seeing a new spirit for what this fall brings. This spirit is because of all the efforts of the Board 
members and how they have adapted their businesses and worked to keep their employees and 
customers safe, she said. For that, the mayor said thank you as well. She went on to talk about the 
connection between public health measures and the company’s success. Your diligence is making it 
possible for businesses to remain open. We have been working to provide support and offering rental 
assistance. Another action they’ve taken is to further amplify the work done with CenterPointe and the 
homeless. Tammy Ward has been working hard on this initiative and looking for solutions. Also, she 
said, we know the efforts to reopen and move forward are hampered by the workforce challenges. Our 
city of Lincoln Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Program is one part of the solution. We are 
working to connect people to jobs. We know this is ongoing and something we all share an interest in. 
Mayor also talked about how we are using funds from the ARPA to advance quality of life and 
economic recovery in Lincoln. We have $12M in grant funding that will be deployed for workforce 











development, nonprofits, public/private partnerships and educational institutions. Everyone is invited 
to come forward and apply for these funds. She said, we do hear a lot about the need for talent and we 
are hoping to move more in that direction as well to fulfill that need. Later this month, we will 
announce more about using the state and local fiscal recovery funds for direct assistance to small 
businesses. We appreciate the Chamber’s support on this, she said. Also, she said her department is 
working on grants supporting the travel and tourism industry. We want to be the city that attracts 
people and advances our economy. Mayor closed saying how much she appreciates working with all 
the leaders in the room together to make great things possible for Lincoln, she appreciates their 
leadership and her partnership with them.   
 
Audit Report  
Emily Bowhay, a manager from RSM, presented the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce audit report as of 
December 31, 2020, to the Board. She said it was a pleasure to work with Birdsall, Ron Kalkwarf and his 
team on the audit. The audit went very smoothly this year and there were no control deficiencies, 
weaknesses, past adjustments or adjusting journal entries, Bowhay said. The Chamber had a great 
year, there were no adjustments and it is a clean audit. Overall, the financials remained strong 
throughout the pandemic and nothing out of the ordinary and no surprises. There were no questions 
for Bowhay regarding the audit. Hunzeker said great job everyone and congratulations to the Chamber 
on a clean audit. He thanked her for the report. A motion was made to approve it as presented, it was 
seconded and approved. 
 
Financial Report  
Ben Martens began his presentation by congratulating Birdsall, Kalkwarf and team on the clean audit. 
Next, he presented the financials beginning with the Chamber P&L Budget vs. Actual as of August 2021. 
In the Income section, we did see a more normalized budget in terms of the CVB with room tax. We 
continue to request reduced funding from Lancaster County and we came in lower on bid fees compared 
to budget year-to-date. In Other Income, we continue to have strong event sponsorship as well as higher 
Physician’s Directory advertising than planned. In the Expense section, in Salaries, we continue to come 
in under budget. Our original budget had planned for the CVB services team to be back in January to help 
with in-person events, which didn’t happen. Also, the Chamber has decided not to hire any interns for 
2021. Printing is down because we are not printing a 2021 Visitor’s Guide as we decided to repurpose 
the remaining 2020 Visitor’s Guide. Advertising-CVB and Event Promotion-CVB are under budget as well 
due to reduced spending and cancelled events because of COVID-19, Martens said. 
 
Moving on to the Consolidated Balance Sheet for the same time period, Martens said we are showing a 
strong cash balance compared to prior year due to the funding from the PPP loan we received and we 
just found out Tuesday the loan will be forgiven, which is great news. Moving on to Accounts Payable, 
we see a small balance there compared to last year because of several invoices received but not paid 
prior to month end. Looking at Prepaid Dues for the Chamber, those are down compared to prior year 
because our membership numbers are lower than last year. He said, Prepaid Sponsorship – YPG is also 
lower than last year and that is a timing issue with the golf outing. In Other Current Liabilities we see a 
number much higher than last year primarily due to our PPP loan balance and that will come off in 
September with the PPP loan being forgiven which will improve our net income number as well. There 
was a question on Advertising-CVB which Maul explained to the group saying it is for digital and print 
media we use in national advertising and sponsorships separate from the postage. There were no 











further questions on the financials. Hunzeker asked for a motion to approve the financial report. It was 
moved, seconded and approved. 
 
Health System Update 
Chairman Hunzeker welcomed and thanked the hospital administrators for what they’ve been doing in 
the community. Derek Vance, from CHI St. Elizabeth, spoke first with an update on health. Things have 
been changing quickly, he said. We thought things had settled down, but now picked back up. Our 
hospitals are busy and our staff is stretched. A couple of key differences are happening. Last winter it 
was 75% covid and now it’s much more, including RSV, traumas, the ERs are hitting record volumes and 
we have a baby boom this summer. We are always looking at what services we can minimize or close in 
order to allocate services where they are needed most. The heart hospital has been more manageable 
and looking ahead into the next weeks and months, Vance said, we expect a peak in the next few 
weeks. We did have our first 3rd dose vaccine clinic last week for immune compromised. We think the 
boosters will be coming at about the 8-month mark. We are waiting on approval for those. He said the 
community and business leaders can do some things to help. First, he is impressed with how the school 
systems and health systems and business leaders work together. Vance said he’s proud to work in 
Lincoln, in the Midwest, and thankful for the way everyone works together to keep the community 
safe. Going forward, he asked folks to be selfless and wear masks. They work, Vance said, and also, get 
the vaccine. They fight against it and the spread of it. The vast majority of those in the hospital with 
Covid are unvaccinated and none that have been vaccinated are on ventilators. Lastly, he said the 
misuse of the ER is a big concern right now. So, one ask they have is to be mindful of the ER services 
and what’s appropriate.  
 
Next, Russ Gronewold, from Bryan Health, spoke. He reiterated the partnership the hospitals have with 
the county, the city and the business community has been tremendous. He talked about finding beds 
for other communities and how they are working to make sure they always have room for the 
transfers. They are within what they can handle at this time. They have beds available for transfers 
from outside the county. Masking and other electives are working. He talked about their new lab and 
clinic they have for antibodies and said it’s working. Gronewold talked about what we have working 
against us right now. First, school, potentially even though we haven’t seen it as bad as we worried it 
would be. Also, large gatherings, we have now had one fatality from the Garth Brooks concert. We are 
worried about seeing another surge this winter. We are hoping that won’t happen, but truly just 
holding our breath, Gronewold said. Staff is tired but very committed. We don’t have people leaving 
over the vaccine requirement we put in place. We will end up about 94% vaccinated with the others 
having exceptions. Our biggest concern is long term. For the first time in about three years, we saw our 
nursing college not fill up its slots and that’s all because of Covid. He is worried about what that bodes 
for our workforce going forward and said we may need to start thinking outside the box and looking 
into the high schools and even the junior highs. There was good discussion about the vaccination rate, 
the delta variant and RSV. 
 
President’s Report 
Hunzeker asked President Birdsall to give her President’s report. Birdsall began thanking Vance and 
Gronewold for their efforts and said they are doing a fantastic job! She also thanked the mayor saying 
we greatly appreciate the work she is doing. We just got word the unemployment rate dropped to 
1.6%, she said, and Luke Peltz and his team will be working on the workforce issue and contacting 











everyone so please take his call. She said next month we will tentatively be meeting at the Zoo. Next, 
our YP group received word that we are the best city for young professionals. We are so excited about 
that! They looked at several factors in their decision-making including cost of living, unemployment 
rate, arts and entertainment and alternative transit amenability. Also, YP Week kicks off on September 
27 and they will be giving out seven YP awards that week to some very deserving individuals and 
companies. With regard to membership, overall, we are very bullish and feel good about it. Last year 
we lost about 300 members where normally we’ll lose about 200. We’ve had really strong numbers in 
the first months, bigger than 2019 and 2018. The Comm team is working on a “Let’s Catch Up” 
campaign going out to those dropped members and encouraging them to rejoin. There are many that 
dropped due to Covid and we are having great success with getting those back. In fact, August was our 
best month in 2021 with 16 new members joining, Birdsall said. Next, looking at CVB and the travel and 
tourism industry, they, too, were really hit hard during the pandemic but we are seeing a rebound with 
the Garth Brooks concert, the rodeo and now Husker football really helping our lodging tax numbers 
come back. We also have our Craft Beer Tour going on now which will help the industry. It kicked off 
August 13 with 15 breweries participating. She encouraged everyone to grab a booklet and visit a few 
of them for a beer. With regard to the Partnership, we wanted to let you all know we are now fully 
staffed with the hiring of Allison Hatch ad Director of Workforce Development and Kevin Koester as 
our new Director of Business Development. Both of them come from backgrounds that will help them 
hit the ground running and we are very pleased to have them join our team. Our Jump Start Challenge, 
a corporate reverse pitch, is back. We have had great success with it and very happy to be doing 
another one this fall. The corporation will pitch a scalable problem within their industry that could be 
solved by technology. Allo will be presenting one of them and UNL the other. It will be kicked off on 
September 21 with the problem and on October 7 the solution pitches will be presented at the Mill. 
 
Bruce Bohrer talked next about public policy issues, including ARPA, the American Rescue Plan Act. He 
said we have been working with the State and Omaha Chambers on a “wish list” of how the funds 
should be spent. They have been looking at the programs currently working well and how we could 
add funding to them going forward. Some of those are the business innovation act, site and building 
development fund, childcare system funding/credits, affordable housing fund and custom job training 
fund. Bohrer mentioned that this is just a business list looking at four themes: business relief and 
growth, workforce, quality of place and diversity, equity and inclusion. He talked about Blueprint 
Nebraska Tax Plan. What they want to do, Bohrer said, is have a big plan where they lower our income 
and property taxes and raise our sales tax. It would raise significant revenue over ten years. He said 
this is a very ambitious plan and not our normal course of action. We continue to evaluate it and 
encourage you all to review it. Lastly, Bohrer said there will be a special session starting next Monday 
to settle redistricting in Nebraska. We have a September 15 Growth and Development Forum to review 
the Lincoln/Lancaster Comp Plan 2050, and a September 22 Public Policy Forum when David Drozd, 
from UNO Public Affairs Research Center, will be talking about the 2020 Census results.  
 
Other Business 
In other business, Hunzeker updated the Board on the progress in finding a replacement for Birdsall 
after she retires on December 31. He said there has been great interest and they are working on 
narrowing it down to a reasonable number to interview and hope to have an offer to someone in 
November. 
 











 
 
Adjourn 
Hunzeker thanked everyone for their attendance and adjourned the meeting at 9:03 a.m. 
  
Approved: 
 
__________________________________________ 
Andy Hunzeker, Chairman 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
 
 



 











 Lincoln Chamber of Commerce



 Consolidated Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual



 January through September 2021



Jan - Sep 21 Budget



Income



Dues 714,132 735,300



Room Tax - CVB 635,175 1,064,839



Room Tax - Bid Fees 180,539 364,000



Other Income 970,202 465,531



Total Income 2,500,048 2,629,670



Expense



Salaries 968,797 992,768



Commissions 31,923 37,000



Payroll Taxes 71,832 78,835



Retirement Plan 67,066 64,237



Medical & Dental Insurance 135,134 138,261



Life & Disability Insurance 9,343 8,827



Meetings & Conferences 15,362 17,590



Travel & Training 11,948 19,600



Auto Expense 2,021 6,115



Rent 184,061 189,046



Garage Rental & Parking 1,264 2,274



Dues & Subscriptions 39,858 38,579



Equipment/Maintenance 70,286 64,108



Bank Charges 10,787 12,750



Office Supplies 8,912 13,490



Postage 7,478 12,600



Printing 41,419 59,496



Utilities 27,357 28,251



Professional Fees 19,986 23,374



Public Relations 38,533 48,000



Advertising - CVB 49,440 173,132



Corporate Taxes 1,703 2,000



Insurance 14,447 16,500



Special Events 108,534 126,550



Event Promotion - CVB 36,534 50,350



Sports Event Promotion-CVB 352,882 342,088



Depreciation/Amortization 20,089 24,553



Membership Development-Members 2,646 3,150



Advertising 21,029 21,950



Total Expense 2,370,671 2,615,474



Net Income 129,377 14,196











 Lincoln Chamber of Commerce



 Consolidated Balance Sheet



Sep 30, 21 Sep 30, 20 $ Change % Change



ASSETS



Current Assets



Checking/Savings



Checking and Cash 1,060,785 1,045,726 15,059 1%



Investments 1,086,072 880,319 205,753 23%



Total Checking/Savings 2,146,857 1,926,045 220,812 11%



Other Current Assets



Accounts Receivable 239,012 221,768 17,244 8%



Prepaid Expenses 157,985 153,937 4,048 3%



Total Other Current Assets 396,997 375,705 21,292 6%



Total Current Assets 2,543,854 2,301,750 242,104 11%



Fixed Assets



Furniture & Equipment 596,746 586,378 10,368 2%



Accul Depr/Amortization (564,621) (538,251) (26,370) (5%)



Total Fixed Assets 32,125 48,127 (16,002) (33%)



TOTAL ASSETS 2,575,979 2,349,877 226,102 10%



LIABILITIES & EQUITY



Liabilities



Current Liabilities



Accounts Payable



Accounts Payable-LCC 7,686 25,827 (18,141) (70%)



Total Accounts Payable 7,686 25,827 (18,141) (70%)



Other Current Liabilities



A/P Miscellaneous 18,618 32,844 (14,226) (43%)



Accrued Expenses 156,445 145,662 10,783 7%



Prepaid Dues - LCC 348,244 365,775 (17,531) (5%)



Prepaid Pledges-LSC 16,771 16,684 87 1%



Prepaid Sponsorships-YPG 10,209 11,251 (1,042) (9%)



Other Current Liabilities 264,764 200,303 64,461 32%



Total Other Current Liabilities 815,051 772,519 42,532 6%



Total Current Liabilities 822,737 798,346 24,391 3%



Long Term Liabilities



Rent Liabilities 170,598 154,654 15,944 10%



Total Long Term Liabilities 170,598 154,654 15,944 10%



Total Liabilities 993,335 953,000 40,335 4%



Equity



Retained Earnings - LCC 938,179 803,467 134,712 17%



Designated RE - CVB 515,087 566,069 (50,982) (9%)



Net Income 129,378 27,341 102,037 373%



Total Equity 1,582,644 1,396,877 185,767 13%



TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 2,575,979 2,349,877 226,102 10%













 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LINCOLN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CONSENT AGENDA 
October 14, 2021 



 
 
OCTOBER PUBLIC POLICY FORUMS* 
 
Tues. 10/5, Noon - 1:00 p.m.   Congressional Report with Congressman Jeff Fortenberry  



Special engagement to help educate members on key federal issues 
that are part of the Chamber’s Federal Agenda, such as infrastructure 
and the budget debate. This special event requires registration and 
will be held at the Country Club of Lincoln. 
 



Wed. 10/6, 8:00 - 9:00 a.m.   Chamber Coffee Meeting* of business, civic and community 
leaders 
Presenting Sponsor: Black Hills Energy 
Sponsors: ALLO/Nelnet, Madonna, Rembolt Ludtke Law Firm, 
Southeast Community College, Lincoln Airport Authority and  
Kinetic by Windstream 



 
Wed. 10/20, 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Growth & Development In-Person Forum* 



SPEAKER(S): Erin Sokolik, Lincoln Transportation and Utilities Asset 
Management and Performance Division Manager  
TOPIC: Lincoln Streets Update 
Presenting Sponsors: ALLO/Nelnet, HDR, Schemmer, JEO Consulting, 
Lincoln Airport Authority and Olsson 
Sponsors: LES and NextEra Energy  



 
Wed. 10/27, 7:30 - 9:00 a.m.  Public Policy In-Person Forum* 



SPEAKER(S): TBA  
TOPIC: TBA 



 Presenting Sponsor: Bison, Inc. 
 Sponsor: NextEra Energy 
 
*Registration required for forums. Look for details on the protocols that will be in place for our return 
to in-person forums held in the Chamber’s ALLO Board Room.  



 
 











PUBLIC POLICY 
Bruce Bohrer and Todd Wiltgen are actively engaged with in-person meetings and conference calls with 
business organizations and elected officials, as well as outreach to business members. We appreciate 
the accessibility of elected officials and other government leaders throughout the past several months 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, and also appreciate their staff availability.  



Having good working relationships/partnerships with local, state and federal government officials has 
been important to getting timely and pertinent information to our Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
members, as well as all members of the community. We meet in-person with elected officials and others 
who are comfortable doing so. We follow all local health directives to ensure our meetings are 
conducted in a safe and health-conscious manner.  



We hope you have been able to participate in our numerous policy-related forums over the past several 
months. We are staying in close communication with membership and with elected leaders on all issues 
pertinent to the ongoing coronavirus disruption and the public/private efforts to both contain and 
combat the spread of the virus and to get our economy back up and running. We especially want to 
extend our appreciation to Congressman Jeff Fortenberry and his staff who attended a recent special 
Congressional Report engagement with Lincoln Chamber members.  



PUBLIC POLICY - LOCAL ISSUES  
American Rescue Plan Act 
The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021 was enacted by Congress and signed by President Biden 
on March 11. It is the latest in a series of COVID-19 related relief and economic stimulus legislation. It 
provides funds for state and local governments to help compensate for lost tax revenues, to respond to 
the public health emergency or negative economic impacts and for infrastructure. It also provides 
money for schools to reopen safely.  
  
On August 12, the Mayor, City Council and County Board announced their local priorities to spend 
$108M in ARPA funds. In developing the plan, they considered equity and economic impact; avoid 
duplication of other efforts and funding streams; leveraging matching funds when practical; and building 
on existing plans and initiatives. They have already announced program details for the Nonprofit 
Support Program, Workforce Development Program and Small Business Assistance Program. Details 
about the Tourism Assistance Program should be released later this month. Click here for more details 
about Lincoln/Lancaster County's plan.  
  
On September 1, Lincoln Public Schools released its plan for spending the $61.5M it was allocated 
through the ARPA. LPS is focusing on the day-to-day goals of tackling learning loss, combating disparities 
driven by the pandemic and addressing mental health needs. LPS took public feedback before 
submitting its plan to the Nebraska Department of Education on September 15. Click here to learn more 
about LPS’s plan.  
 
Additional details about Nebraska’s plan included in the state issues section below. 
 
Housing Affordability  
Members of the Growth is Good Coalition were participating in the Housing Affordability Task Force, 
tasked with evaluating programs and initiatives that produce housing units and preserve existing ones. 
The task force examined the use of sanitary and improvement districts in Douglas and Sarpy counties 





https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/City/Mayor/American-Rescue-Plan


https://lps.org/safereturn/esser-iii/index.html








during their meeting in August 2019. The Home Builders Association of Lincoln had been hosting and 
Wiltgen was participating.  
  
On a parallel track, the city's Urban Development Department initiated a study to assess the supply and 
demand of affordable housing. The Chamber assisted with the study by hosting four stakeholder 
meetings and conducting an online employer survey. Information gathered at the meetings and through 
the surveys assisted the city in developing an Affordable Housing Action Plan released in February 2020.  
  
Urban Development Director Dan Marvin presented details of the action plan at the Growth and 
Development Forum in March 2020. In December 2020, the housing action plan was adopted by the 
Lincoln City Council. 
  
One of the recommendations contained in the Affordable Housing Action Plan included the formation of 
a steering committee to form an Affordable and Workforce Housing Consortium for the City of Lincoln. 
The steering committee was formed last June and is being co-chaired by Lincoln City Council Member 
Sӓndra Washington and Mark Hansen from West Gate Bank. Wiltgen has been participating in the 
steering committee meetings.  
 
Advisory Committee on Transportation (ACT) 
In July 2019, the mayor appointed a 14-member ACT charged with providing an additional level of 
oversight, collaboration and advocacy regarding transportation infrastructure investments funded by 
the quarter-cent sales tax for each year it is in effect. Wiltgen is representing the Chamber on the ACT.  
  
The ACT provided their recommendations for priority street projects for the first three year of 
construction, which started in Spring 2020. The existing streets program is projected to meet the initial 
36-month timelines associated with 23 residential rehab neighborhood packages and the ten arterial 
street projects publicly announced. Below is a summary:  
   
Rehabilitation of Existing Neighborhood Streets  



• Havelock Neighborhood - construction completed 
• Zeman Elementary Neighborhood - construction completed 
• Southwood Neighborhood - construction completed 
• Culler Middle School Neighborhood - construction completed 
• Capitol Beach Neighborhood - construction completed  
• McPhee Neighborhood - projected Fall 2021 construction 
• Seven Oaks Neighborhood - projected Fall 2021 construction 
• Union College Neighborhood - projected Fall 2022 construction 
• Highlands Neighborhood - projected Fall 2021 completion 
• Witherbee Neighborhood - projected 2022 construction 
• 40th and “A” Neighborhood - projected Fall 2021 completion  
• Country Club Neighborhood - projected 2022 construction 
• Bethany Neighborhood - projected 2022 construction 
• 23rd and Potter Neighborhood - projected 2022 construction 
• Clinton Neighborhood - projected 2022 construction 
• Park Manor Neighborhood - projected 2022 construction 
• College View Neighborhood - projected 2022 construction 
• Westgate and Saunders - projected 2022 construction 
• South 11th Street Corridor - projected 2022 construction 





https://rdgusa.com/sites/lincolnhousing/wp-content/uploads/sites/43/2020/03/2020_03-24-Lincoln-Housing-Study-DRAFT.pdf








• Lincoln High School Neighborhood - projected 2022 or 2023 construction 
• Near South Neighborhood - projected 2022 or 2023 construction 
• Piedmont Neighborhood - projected 2022 or 2023 construction 
• Belmont Neighborhood - projected 2022 or 2023 construction 



  
Rehabilitation of Existing Arterial Streets 



• South 40th from Highway 2 to Clifford - construction completed 
• North 70th from Colfax to Havelock - construction completed   
• South 48th from Highway 2 to Pioneers - construction completed 
• Cotner Blvd. from South Street to “O” Street - projected Fall 2021 completion 
• 9th Street from “A” Street to I-180 - projected Fall 2021 completion 
• Huntington/Leighton from 33rd Street to 48th Street - projected Fall 2021 completion 
• Yankee Hill between 56th and 70th roundabouts - projected Fall 2021 completion 
• Randolph from 40th Street to 56th Street - projected 2022 construction 
• North 14th Street from Adams Street to Superior Street - projected 2022 construction 
• South 84th Street from “A” to Elizabeth Drive - projected 2022 or 2023 construction 



  
Below is a summary of the growth program projects. At this time, with nearly the entire $19M 
projections under discussion and given current uncertainty, further growth projects agreements are on 
hold until more data has been gathered. 
  



• Van Dorn from 84th to 91st Street - construction completed 
• “A” Street from 89th to 93rd Street - construction completed 
• W. Holdrege Street from NW 56th to NW 48th and NW 56th Street from W. Holdrege Street - 



projected 2021 completion 
• Rokeby Road from 77th to 84th Street - construction completed 
• 104th Street and Holdrege intersection - projected 2021 completion  
• Holdrege Street from 87th to 93rd Street - projected 2021 completion 
• Rokeby Road from 31st to 40th Street - projected 2022 completion 
• Yankee Hill Road from 40th to 56th Street - projected 2022 completion 
• S. Folsom Street from W. Old Cheney Road to ¼ mile south - projected 2022 completion 
• Holdrege Street from NW 48th to Chitwood Lane - construction timeframe undetermined 
• W. Old Cheney Road and SW 9th Street intersection - construction timeframe undetermined   
• 7th Street and Alvo Road intersection - construction timeframe undetermined 
• Rokeby Road from 40th Street to Snapdragon Road - projected 2022 completion 
• Fletcher Avenue from Highway 6 to 84th Street - construction timeframe undetermined 
• NW 12th Street from Aster Road north to future W. Missoula Road - construction timeframe 



undetermined 
  



A more detailed summary of these projects may be found in the first Lincoln on the Move Annual Report 
which was released last December. 
 
Last year’s city budget included the authorization of $25M highway allocation bonds backed by gas tax 
money to boost street repair funds. Lincoln Transportation and Utilities Asset Management and 
Performance Division Manager Erin Sokolik is scheduled to provide an update on transportation projects 
at the Growth and Development Forum scheduled for October 20.  
 
 





https://app.lincoln.ne.gov/city/ltu/streets/annual-report.htm








Highway 2 Railroad Corridor 
Last year, Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway and Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) 
announced they were reactivating the long-dormant rail line paralleling Highway 2 in Lincoln and 
extending southeast to Nebraska City. In January, BNSF and OPPD begun operating trains through 
Lincoln to transport coal to the utility’s coal-powered plant in Nebraska City. BNSF and OPPD informed 
the Railroad Transportation Safety District (RTSD) they plan to run the coal trains after the afternoon 
rush hour ends and before the morning commute.  
  
While there are gates at the major crossings on 14th, 27th, 40th, 48th, 56th, 70th and 84th Streets and Pine 
Lake and Yankee Hill Roads, none of the crossings are designated quiet zones. In March, after 
monitoring three months of activity, the RTSD Board initiated a study to examine the minimum 
improvements needed at the 11 railroad crossings between Calvert Street and Yankee Hill Road to 
establish a quiet zone.  
 
Lincoln Airport 
Expanded air service - In 2019, the Federal Aviation Administration awarded a $750K Small Community 
Air Service Development grant to the Lincoln Airport to help attract air service to Dallas. The U.S. 
Department of Transportation recently permitted the airport to amend the grant allowing them to 
pursue service to other airports in Texas. This expands the possible carriers of American and Frontier to 
include Southwest and existing air service provider United. Negotiations are ongoing; however, 
negotiations for leisure air service with Sun Country Airlines were discontinued. Expanding air service 
had been adversely impacted by disruptions caused by the grounding of all Boeing 737 Max airplanes 
and COVID-19.  
  
Terminal renovation - The Lincoln Airport Authority Board (LAAB) hired a Minneapolis-based 
architectural firm to modernize the passenger terminal and create a single security checkpoint should 
the airport expand service to a third airline. In May 2020, the LAAB selected Sampson Construction and 
Christman Constructers, of Lansing, Michigan, to serve as construction managers at-risk for the project.  
  
Last October, LAAB members indicated it was moving forward with the terminal renovation and 
expansion project utilizing a portion of their levy authority. It has the authority to levy a property tax of 
up to 3.5 cents per $100 of valuation as a separate political subdivision with its own elected board. LAAB 
had not utilized their levy authority since 1986. The Chamber Board did not take a position on the levy 
increase.  
  
Airport Executive Director Dave Haring provided an update on airport operations at the Growth and 
Development Forum back on March 17. On March 25, LAAB approved a guaranteed maximum 
construction price and authorized the issuance of up to $56M to fund the project. Demolition and 
construction have already commenced and it is expected to take two years to complete.  
  
LAAB formalized the property tax levy when it adopted its budget in June. For 2022, Lincoln properties 
will be levied $.0175 per $100,000 of valuation. The airport will need to adjust the levy each year as 
property values fluctuate over the 15-year life of the construction bonds.  
 
Delta Air Service  
In May 2020, the U.S. Transportation Department allowed 15 airlines to temporarily halt service to 75 
U.S. airports because of the coronavirus pandemic. Last July, Delta ceased providing air service to 
Lincoln citing reduced passenger numbers.  











  
Delta resumed service to Minneapolis on May 26 with two daily flights (1:00 PM and 5:40 PM). The 
airline has not indicated if or when it plans to resume flights to Atlanta.  
 
Temporary Relocation of Offutt Airplanes  
Starting in February, the Lincoln Airport began temporarily hosting aircraft from the 55th Wing during a 
runway replacement project at Offutt AFB. In total, the facility plan called for ramp space for 30 aircraft 
with 50 flights per week.  
  
In 2019, the original reconstruction plan was scrapped after private contractors rejected the timeline 
proposed by the United States Air Force. Construction was proposed to commence in October 2019, 
lasting no more than 12 months.  
  
In March 2020, the commander of the 55th Mission Support Group briefed our Military Affairs 
Committee on details of the updated plan which will limit construction to 24 months and give 
contractors the flexibility to determine when construction will commence. It will incentivize the early 
completion of construction.  
  
The U.S. Air Force (USAF) awarded $143.9M construction contract to Gilbane Federal of Concord, 
California. The USAF also spent $37M to remodel and lease the temporary space for 30 aircraft at the 
Lincoln Airport. It is also spending $17M to transport and house 750 military and civilian employees 
working in Lincoln during the construction project. 
 
2050 Comprehensive Plan Update 
In January 2020, the mayor announced she was kicking off a major update on the Lincoln-Lancaster 
County Comprehensive Plan for 2050. The Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department updates the 
plan every ten years. This includes the appointment of a community committee that will assist the 
planning department to draft the plan throughout 2020 and 2021. Bryan Seck represented LPED on the 
community committee.  
  
Planning staff presented information contained in the released Growth Scenario Summary Report during 
our Growth & Development Forum in July 2020. The draft report provides a high-level summary of 
several growth scenarios and creates a framework for discussions about how and when Lincoln should 
grow over the next 30 years. The report and a recording of the presentation are available on at 
lcoc.com. 
  
A final draft of the plan was released on September 13. This initiated a public comment period 
continuing through mid-October. Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Director David Cary presented the 
draft Comp Plan Update at the Growth and Development Forum scheduled for September 15.  
 
2050 Long Range Transportation Plan 
The Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization (LMPO) and Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning 
Department are in the process of updating the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Federal law 
requires the LMPO complete a review and update the LRTP at least once every five years to continue 
receiving federal funding. The first phase of public engagement for updating the LRTP were focus group 
meetings scheduled last September. Todd Wiltgen and Jeff Maul participated in the Business 
Community Focus Group. Wiltgen also participated in a planning scenario workshop for business 
associations on October 29 and the second round of focus group meetings on March 11.  





https://www.lcoc.com/


https://app.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/forward/index.htm








  
The draft LRTP was released with the draft 2050 Comprehensive Plan Update on September 13. This will 
also initiate the public comment period for both plans and will continue through mid-October.  
 
Mayor's Climate Resiliency Task Force 
In the summer of 2019, Mayor Gaylor Baird announced a new initiative to develop a Climate Action Plan 
for Lincoln. The first phase of the project involved a Climate Resiliency Task Force that gathered 
information about past sustainability work, climate hazards, demographics, emergency preparedness 
and key indicators for Lincoln. Bruce Bohrer represented the Chamber on the Climate Resiliency Task 
Force at the invitation of Mayor Gaylor Baird.  
  
About 45 task force members, comprising representatives from various sectors in Lincoln including 
education, manufacturing, environmental advocacy, community and neighborhood, business and 
energy, expanded their understanding of the challenges brought about by climate change as well as the 
potential impacts for local citizens, governments, nonprofits and businesses.  
  
To facilitate the plan’s next phase, the mayor brought back former LTU Director Miki Esposito as a senior 
policy adviser to lead the initiative.  
  
Last October, the plan was released for public comment and engagement opportunities were conducted 
throughout the remainder of 2020 and continuing into 2021. Based on additional public feedback, the 
city narrowed the 365 strategies to 120 key initiatives to focus on over the next six years. Esposito 
reports only 20 of those initiatives are dependent on funding and would require additional city council 
approval through the budget process.  
  
Key initiatives in the final plan include: 



• Achieving the recently adopted Lincoln Electric System goal of net zero carbon dioxide 
production from its generation portfolio by 2040. 



• Increasing energy efficiency in city facilities and operations while pursuing a goal of being 100% 
carbon neutral by 2035. 



• Converting 100% of the city’s vehicle fleet to electric or renewable fuel by 2040. 
• Developing a strategy to secure a second source of water supply for Lincoln. 
• Building resilience in the Salt Creek Watershed Basin to protect vulnerable neighborhoods and 



businesses located in the floodplain. 
  
Esposito presented the updated 2021-2027 Climate Action Plan at the Growth and Development Forum 
on February 17.  
  
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve the plan during a 
public hearing regarding the plan on February 17. On March 15, the city council held its public hearing 
and adopted the plan 5-1. The Chamber sent a letter outlining our general support for the objectives 
outlined in the plan, but not endorsing all the proposed initiatives without a further understanding of 
their costs.   
 
Salt Creek Resiliency Stakeholder Committee 
LTU’s Watershed Management Department studied long term floodplain improvements along the Salt 
Creek including a review of floodplain best management practices, summarized flooding events, 
evaluated local climate and resiliency standards and summarized recommendations for potential flood 





https://app.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/forward/index.htm
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reduction measures. The recommendations report was included in the mayor’s Climate Action Plan. 
Wiltgen represented the Chamber on the advisory committee.  
 
Drainage Criteria Manual Revisions 
Following up on the Climate Action Plan and Salt Creek Resiliency Study, the Watershed Management 
Division of Lincoln Transportation and Utilities Department is revising the City's Drainage Criteria 
Manual. Last updated in 2014, the manual provides guidelines and criteria primarily for stormwater 
standards, detention/retention facilities, channels and drainage systems, erosion and sediment control 
and flood design criteria. The Chamber partnered with LTU to host the first two stakeholder meetings 
about the proposed updates on August 3 and October 4. Click here for additional information about the 
proposed updates. 
 
Lincoln Public Schools Superintendent’s Facility Advisory Task Force 
Lincoln voters approved the $290M bond issue back in February 2020 by a wide margin, with 62% of 
voters in favor of the measure. These bonds will be used to construct new facilities in the growth areas 
of our community, while also making needed improvements to our existing facilities across the school 
district to accommodate our expanding city.  
  
Construction of the first new high school in northwest Lincoln started in April 2020 with an expected 
completion date in April 2022. LPS does not anticipate adjusting the construction schedule due to 
COVID-19. 
 
Census 2020  
The 2020 Census concluded last October. Lincoln’s participation rate of 77.7% lead both the state 
(71.9%) and national (67%) participation rates and also topped Lincoln’s 2010 participation rate of 75%. 
The participation rate topped the list of cities with populations greater than 250,000. 
  
The Census Bureau finally released the redistricting data file used for redistricting of congressional 
districts, state and local government political subdivisions. This delay caused a special legislative session 
scheduled to commence on September 13. Additional details included in the state issues section.  
  
David Drozd, UNO Center for Public Affairs Research Coordinator, presented information about state 
and local population trends as a result of the 2020 Census at the Public Policy Forum on September 22.  
 
Local Agenda - See Link Below 
LCOC Local Agenda 
 
PUBLIC POLICY - STATE ISSUES  
 
Surprising Redistricting Plans Emerge from Special Session  
With continued strong population growth in urban centers and declines in rural areas, the task of 
redistricting seemed certain to require gains of at least two seats in growing urban centers, but the 
result from Legislature seemed more directed at preserving the status quo. The Omaha area gained one 
seat to reflect continued strong population gains and rural areas of the state were redrawn to reflect 
their declining population numbers.  
 
Use the following hyperlink to learn more about NEBRASKA REDISTRICTING. 
 





https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c618412da50d34e2878e3c4/t/5fcfe3c6a70f811812f65783/1607459787558/Salt+Creek+Floodplain+Resiliency+Study+Report.pdf
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Calls for Independent Redistricting Commission Grow After Special Session 
(OW-H Article, 10-4-21 by Sara Gentzler) 
During a politically fraught 13-day special session, some members of the Nebraska Legislature 
questioned aloud whether the once-in-a-decade task of redrawing voting maps would be better left to 
an independent commission. 
 
Nebraska’s Legislature is unique among states in that lawmakers are elected without regard to party 
affiliation, and political parties don’t play a role in the body’s structure — but redistricting put a 
spotlight on party divisions. Initial proposals from Republicans for congressional and state legislative 
district maps passed out of the Redistricting Committee on party-line votes, and both were met in the 
full Legislature by filibusters largely spearheaded by Democrats in staunch opposition to proposed 
changes. 
 
Neither proposal had the votes to overcome those filibusters, and Speaker Mike Hilgers raised the 
possibility that lawmakers could end the special session without getting the job done. But days of 
negotiations yielded hard-fought compromises, and legislators approved a congressional map on a 35-
11 vote and a legislative map on a 37-7 vote. 
 
Depending on which lawmaker is talking, the process either worked as it should have or proved to be 
broken. 
 
“People of the state of Nebraska: This should absolutely be a process that, having now seen upfront, 
shouldn’t be in our hands,” Sen. Matt Hansen, a Democrat from Lincoln, said on the floor of the 
Legislature. 
 
Creating an independent commission for redistricting is not an original idea. Randall Adkins, a political 
scientist at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, called the shift by some states to commissions a 
“movement that has been growing.” 
 
According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, 15 states give a commission the primary 
responsibility for drawing state legislative districts and 10 do so for congressional boundaries. 
Some other states have commissions that fill an advisory role or serve as a backstop if the state 
legislature can’t get the job done. 
 
Nebraska lawmakers passed a bill in 2016 to create such a commission, but Gov. Pete Ricketts vetoed it, 
in part citing constitutional concerns. A petition drive for an initiative creating a commission was 
launched in 2020 but was stymied by the pandemic, which kept people home. Either route could again 
be on the table in Nebraska next year. 
 
Sen. John McCollister, a Republican from Omaha who voted for the final legislative and congressional 
maps, said that he would advocate for legislation to create a commission and that there’s been talk of 
starting a petition drive to put a constitutional amendment in front of voters next year. 
 
“Redistricting has become more partisan of late, and there’s some evidence that an independent, 
nonpartisan redistricting commission avoids some of the partisanship that seems to occur,” he said. 
Commissions in a handful of other states are the result of citizens’ initiatives. 
 
“When it’s fresh on our minds, I think a petition drive in '22 makes sense,” McCollister said. 
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Typically, Adkins said, efforts to create a commission are driven by public reception of the redistricting 
process. With the compromise bills that were ultimately approved in Nebraska this year, he said it’s 
“hard to assess” how much outcry there will be about the process or how much support there will be for 
creating a commission. 
 
“Policy entrepreneurs” who are fairly prominent have led the effort in some states, Adkins said, such as 
former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in California. In an example of such a figure closer to home, he 
mentioned Sen. George Norris. It has been said that Norris wore out two sets of tires driving around the 
state advocating for the unique unicameral system Nebraska has today. 
 
“Who is that person in Nebraska? I’m not really sure I know who that is right now,” Adkins said. 
 
Members of the Legislature’s Redistricting Committee, who were the most intimately involved in the 
recent process, are split on whether an independent commission is a good idea for the state. 
 
“This process has only solidified my strong belief that we need to have a nonpartisan redistricting 
commission,” Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln, a Democrat, said after the session adjourned. 
 
Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha, also a Democrat, said he, too, would support the concept. The current 
process led to the Legislature successfully passing bills, he said, but was contentious and not free of 
partisanship. 
 
Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, a Democrat, praised this year’s process as bipartisan but said an 
independent commission would still garner less influence from political parties and special interests, and 
thereby better reflect the “bipartisan spirit of the Nebraska Unicameral.” 
 
“My goal is always to make sure that the Nebraskans’ voices are heard,” she said. 
 
But Sen. Justin Wayne of Omaha, the Democratic vice chairman of the Redistricting Committee, replied, 
“It’s unconstitutional,” to a text message asking if he would support creating a commission. If it were 
done through an initiative amending the constitution, he replied: “Have to read it.” Wayne did not 
answer a question about whether he broadly supports the concept. 
 
Hilgers, a Republican from Lincoln, doesn’t support the idea but said it wouldn’t surprise him if a 
commission were proposed. 
 
Republicans on the Redistricting Committee — Chairwoman Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn and Sens. 
Suzanne Geist of Lincoln, John Lowe of Kearney, Tom Briese of Albion and Tom Brewer of Gordon — 
were uniformly opposed to the idea. 
 
“It’s such a great opportunity for us, as a committee and as a body, to actually come together and do 
exactly what we did, which is come up with something that is a good compromise,” Geist said. “Even 
though it was a very difficult process, I think in the end we got a very good product. So I would support 
staying with the Legislature.” 
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Legislators know the cores of their districts well, Geist said. And she said that while she didn’t 
experience outside pressure, if a party were to pressure a senator, they would do the same with a 
commission. 
 
Linehan, along with other senators, questioned whether it’s possible to create a truly independent 
commission. The state constitution requires the Legislature to establish the new boundaries, she said, 
and “I think we just proved we can do it in a bipartisan, fair way.” 
 
“As much as the work was tough, we’re held accountable to the people. ... A bipartisan commission’s 
not accountable to anyone,” she said. 
 
REVENUE COMMITTEE INVITES TESTIMONY ON STATE TAX OVERHAUL   
The Revenue Committee, chaired by Senator Lou Ann Linehan from Omaha, turned their attention to tax 
reform at a recent interim study hearing at the Capitol. 
 
Jim Smith, Executive V.P and Chief Strategy Officer of the Platte Institute and one of three Blueprint 
Nebraska alliance partners, testified at the hearing that our Nebraska “state and local tax systems are no 
longer structured to optimize growth or to reflect our current economy, for that matter.” Smith noted 
that “we have property taxes pre-dating statehood, an inheritance tax from 1901, a sales tax designed 
around a depression-era economy and business tax incentives built on 1980’s economic development 
concepts.”  
 
Blueprint Nebraska leaders recently unveiled their plan for lowering individual and corporate income 
taxes coupled with expansion of the state’s sales tax base to increase jobs and investment in the state 
over the next 10 years. Smith told the Revenue Committee that the Platte Institute supports “the careful 
and strategic broadening of state and local sales tax base” with the caveat that such broadening should 
avoid taxes on business inputs as well as good and services that harm fixed and low-income segments of 
the population and workforce.” 
 
The plan’s proponents, including Blueprint Nebraska co-chairs Owen Palm, President of 21st Century 
Equipment in Gering, NE and Lance Fritz, President of Union Pacific Railroad, say that it is meant to test 
the hypothesis of how expanded tax bases and lower rates impact competitiveness for jobs and 
population gains. The outline of the plan generally depends on lowering income tax burdens (including 
an initial bracket that doesn’t tax income under $50,000 for singles and $100,000 for couples) and 
expanding sales taxes. The plan also recommends expansion of the state’s research and development 
income tax credit, income tax credits for school loan repayments and eliminates inheritance taxes 
(which go to local county governments). 
 
Blueprint Nebraska employed the services of a nationally recognized economic analysis and modeling 
firm to review the plan’s predicted impacts for job and population growth in various regions of the state 
over the next ten years. The analysis and predicted impacts are quite positive. However, as the saying 
goes, “the devil is in the details.” Sales tax expansion and application of sales taxes on consumer 
purchases such as health care, health equipment, motor vehicle trade-ins and services such as haircuts, 
auto repairs, roofing, plumbing, accounting and legal bills will be controversial.  
 
In addition, the “tax modernization” plan’s overall 10-year revenue impact is predicted to increase 
revenue to the state by a significant amount. Proponents suggest the state could use the additional 
state tax revenue (estimated at $2B over the 10-year timeframe) for property tax relief. Here again, we 











are into an area that has been criticized for not being equitable to all taxpayers or particularly pro-
growth. A well-known and well-respected academic economist in the state mentioned this in response 
to the plan recently.  
 
Blueprint Nebraska, the Platte Institute and the Aksarben Foundation are the three Blueprint Nebraska 
alliance members.  
 
The Lincoln Chamber submitted testimony to the Revenue Committee on October 1 reiterating our 
position that both individual and corporate income taxes would be a priority for reduction on the basis 
of getting the most economic benefit, that we remain a part of a coalition of business groups opposed to 
expanding the sales tax and removing exemptions, and that we would welcome more transparent 
analysis of both the current tax structure and proposed tax plans by economic experts such as those 
employed by the UNL Bureau of Business Research as well as others. With all the shifting of tax burdens 
from one tax to another, and likely from one group of tax payers to another, we all need to commit to a 
thorough understanding of the ramifications of tax restructuring. Getting it wrong could be very 
damaging to our state economy. The Lincoln Chamber of Commerce will review the Blueprint Nebraska 
plan and it’s impacts on our membership over the next several months, providing opportunities for 
members to weigh-in and add to the discussion and development of competitive tax policies. We 
support tax policies that help grow Nebraska businesses and retain/attract our tremendous workforce.   
 
American Rescue Plan Act - Appropriations Committee Interim Study Hearings 
The State of Nebraska is reviewing guidance from the U.S. Treasury Department regarding how some of 
the funds provided under the ARPA can be spent. 
 
The Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, Greater Omaha Chamber and Nebraska Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry public policy and economic development staff have been working since before passage of ARPA 
on a list of recovery and relief proposals like those developed for the federal CARES Act assistance.  
 
Lobbyists from Lincoln, Omaha and the State Chamber have continued to work on this project over the 
past several months, holding meetings with elected officials and refining the plans from the feedback. 
Nebraska’s employers and employees have faced unprecedented challenges for over a year. At the same 
time, the state is presented with an opportunity that comes with a significant in-flow (over $1B to the 
state), which significantly surpasses previous federal interventions. Therefore, we have seized the 
opportunity to identify and prioritize proposals that, with targeted investments, could lead to 
generational impacts on Nebraskans going forward.  
 
Our chambers have identified the four key themes around which we organize our collection of program 
suggestions. We have attempted to avoid creating new programs and projects and instead have focused 
generally on utilization of existing programs structures with the intention of providing one-time funding 
boosts to enhance their effectiveness and accelerate the realization of their goals.  
 



1. Business Relief and Growth 
2. Quality of Place 
3. Workforce 
4. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 



 
We have approached these conversations with the understanding that other stakeholders (especially in 
health and human services) also will be developing recommendations. We don’t view our collection of 











proposals as an all-encompassing effort to deal with every issue or area that needs “rescue” under the 
ARPA. However, our efforts are an important piece of the puzzle and have been curated via discussions 
with chambers of commerce, businesses and economic development interests from across the state.  
 
At the Appropriations Committee’s October 5 public hearing on LR 178 and LR 179, the State, Omaha 
and Lincoln Chamber, as well as the NE Economic Developers Association and the NE Chamber 
Executives, submitted testimony via Omaha Chamber President David Brown as follows:  
 



“We - all of us - are presented with a transformational opportunity of funding in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. We have worked hard to identify and prioritize proposals that, with 
targeted investments, could lead to generational impacts on Nebraskans going forward. Our 
recommendations center around four themes: 
 



1. Business Relief & Growth 
2. Workforce 
3. Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
4. Quality of Place 



 
To sustain and expand Nebraska’s economy, targeted investment in Nebraska’s businesses and 
workers would not only provide immediate assistance to those impacted by the pandemic but 
also make a significant and lasting difference in advancing Nebraska’s attractiveness as a place 
to live, work, play and compete.   
 
Because time is so short today, I want to highlight our top priorities. However, we have 
prepared a document of comprehensive recommendations with additional details that you 
should all have.   
 
Among our recommendations, we have three top priorities – (1) creation of a statewide “mega-
site” strategy for large scale economic opportunities and related infrastructure needs; (2) 
major investment in scaling workforce programs, including statewide expansion of an 
internship program; and (3) additional investment in innovation opportunities to accelerate 
R&D, automation and technology adoption in Nebraska. Additionally, we are supporters of 
critical needs proposals from other organizations, including in the areas of broadband, housing, 
childcare, recreational opportunities, behavioral health expansion, higher education and 
electric vehicle infrastructure buildout. 
 
A quick word on each of our priorities: 



1. Funding for a megasite and related infrastructure investment is an ideal use of these dollars. It 
is a “big swing” - something we’ve never been able to dream could be completed in a single 
setting. It is true infrastructure. It drives a significant return on investment. It is 
transformational for the state. 



2. Expanding intern Nebraska and adequately funding it statewide creates the workforce of 
Nebraska’s tomorrow. All stakeholders, including the business community, K-12 and secondary 
education and philanthropy, are collaborating on this proposal and further refining it to reflect 
all our needs. 



3. Moving the needle dramatically in Nebraska’s favor on R&D investment, automation 
investments and technology adoption will require financial support that accelerate the returns 
on investment. A one-time large scale matching grant program and additional support for 
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proven innovation programs helps Nebraska businesses pivot more effectively for future 
growth opportunities.  
 
We believe the programs described in our materials collectively offer a comprehensive 
approach to providing critical relief to workers and businesses while setting the stage for 
substantial long-term economic growth. Within our proposal we focused on what we know; 
however, we also recognize other areas of need within the fabric of our communities across the 
state will be identified and have proposals brought forward. We stand ready as eager partners 
in the effort to fortify our state’s economy. Thank you for this opportunity.” 



 
Appropriations Committee Chairman John Stinner reminded everyone speaking at the hearing on 
October 5 that Governor Pete Ricketts continues to have emergency powers for the expenditure of 
funds during the Covid pandemic. Senator Stinner also noted that the governor had pledged to 
work with the legislature in developing a comprehensive plan for how the ARPA funds should be 
utilized.  
 
Tom Bergquist, Director of the Legislative Fiscal Office, reminded everyone at the October 5 public 
hearing “in his job as being a wet blanket” that even though guidelines on the expenditure of ARPA 
funds may be broad the law does still contain a recoupment clause that gives the federal 
government the authority to recoup monies that it determines went beyond the guidelines.  
 
American Rescue Plan Act – Statewide Tourism and Recreational Water Access and Resources 
Sustainability (STARWARS) Special Committee of the Legislature 
Senator Mike Hilgers, Speaker of the Legislature, (and Chairman of the STARWARS Committee) 
presented information to the Appropriations Committee. Hilgers noted that the goals and the 
charge given to the STARWARS committee by the legislature fit very well with what the October 5 
hearing was talking about in terms of one-time transformational investments in Nebraska. The 
speaker also noted that the STARWARS Committee was intended to be statewide, having three 
subject matter areas across the state: one being the lower Platte region, another being the Keith 
County/Lake McConaughy region and the third being the Knox County/Niobrara State Park as well 
as the Lewis & Clark region. 
 
“It’s statewide, it’s meant to be transformative, try to find opportunities to really change the face of 
our state. … and focus on economic and recreational opportunities but also water sustainability and 
flood control,” noted Speaker Hilgers.  
 
The legislature appropriated a little under $2M for this work. Hilgers told the Appropriations 
Committee that the STARWARS Committee had been working really hard and made a tremendous 
amount of progress since they adjourned Sine Die.  
 
In May, they hired HDR, Inc. and they have worked with them over the past several months on a 
multi-stage process. Committee members and the public were urged to go to 
www.planpreserveplayne.com to lay out the process in more detail.  
 
Speaker Hilgers said that the consultants and state senators in the areas mentioned above have 
gone out on listening sessions, public hearings in those communities and now they are in the 
process of having what is termed visioning sessions, which are to whittle down ideas that could be 
opportunities for state action to catalyze the generational opportunities. The Speaker noted, 
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“While [he] would like to have some specific XYZ asks for this committee this morning [October 5th], 
I don’t have that now.” Hilgers went on to say, “I will tell you that the [STARWARS] committee 
understands that the next 30 to 45 days will be the critical time period.” Speaker Hilgers stated he 
thought the work of the committee would be complete before the Holidays.  
 
Speaker Hilgers noted the wealth of natural beauty we have in the state. He said “It kind of fits into 
two different buckets for us. One is a bucket of existing resources that we know we have and how 
do we catalyze economic opportunities and he thinks in that bucket you would have Lake 
McConaughy, which exists, Lake Lewis & Clark, which exists, but we heard on the ground from 
community members and local stakeholders that just the opportunity to take those existing 
resources and go to another level. Then, the other bucket is opportunities that we can potentially 
vision but don’t quite exist yet.” He thinks in that bucket is included Niobrara State Park, which is 
there, and the Lower Platte area as well.  
 
Speaker Hilgers concluded his comments by saying that he knows that the STARWARS Committee 
will be working over the next 30-45 days to come up with the concrete vision and what the specific 
ask will be.  
 
NOTICE OF LOWER PLATTE REGION WORKSHOP – POSTED ON STARWARS WEBSITE 
LOWER PLATTE RIVER REGION DESIGN WORKSHOP  
Monday, November 1 - Friday, November 5 
Time and location TBA 
Join us for a design workshop for the Lower Platte River region. These events are open to the public 
and allow individuals to comment on proposed design concepts and strategies. More details about 
these events will be announced soon.  
 
This study will focus on providing flood protection to public and private property within the Lower 
Platte River corridor, defined as the reach of the Platte River from Columbus to Plattsmouth, 
Nebraska. While flood protection is the primary goal of this study, it will also explore opportunities 
to maximize recreational opportunities and tourism, available water supply, improved water quality 
and habitat preservation. Study recommendations will include measures that protect public and 
private property, enhance economic development, and promote private investment to create jobs 
along the Platte River corridor. Read the Lower Platte Transcript from 9/14/21 Here 
 
For additional information, please email amanda.brandt@hdrinc.com  
Website for STARWARS efforts: www.planpreserveplayne.com 
 
American Rescue Plan Act – Shovel-Ready Capital Recovery and Investments Act (LB 566 enacted 
in 2021) 
Senator Mike McDonnell (lead sponsor of LB 566 and Appropriations Committee member) 
presented an update on LB 566, which the Legislature passed in May and which was to help out 
non-profit 501(c)(3) entities with shovel-ready brick and mortar community projects. Senator 
McDonnell noted that 11% of our workforce in NE are employed by 501(c)(3)’s. “The idea behind LB 
566 was to try to help those people that had to shelve those projects in March of 2020,” said 
McDonnell.  
 
Over 125 projects at $335M requests have been filed with DED. This indicates that over $700M 
worth of private sector matching funds could attain. Senator McDonnell noted, “On one hand those 
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numbers are large on the hand it’s very exciting. … one thing we know is that there was a lot of 
things going on in the state of Nebraska that was very helpful to our communities through our 
501(c)(3)’s. Note: Lincoln has several community projects with applications pending under LB 566. 
 
LB 566 had originally included $75M in ARPA funds, which was dropped and $15M in state general 
funds were added. So, now Senator McDonnell and others will be having discussions with the 
governor’s office - as the Department of Economic Development reviews all those applications and 
makes sure they qualify - and then Senator McDonnell and others will be making funding requests 
in the process with the governor and the Appropriations Committee.  
 
Looking for Nebraskans Interested in Serving on Boards and Commissions 



Many Nebraskans give generously of their time and talent to make a difference in our state. The 
governor’s office is always looking for individuals with insight and expertise to serve on various boards, 
committees and commissions. The Chamber urges those who are interested in more information to go 
to https://governor.nebraska.gov/board-comm-req. 
 
Table of Legislative Bills  
Below you will find a summary of some of the key pieces of legislation we either support, oppose or 
are interested in. This is not necessarily an exhaustive list since issues pop-up, or we discover new 
concerns as we discuss legislative bills with our members and other Chamber/Economic 
Development/CVB partners. If you have any questions about legislation, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  
 



Bill # Description Status Position 



Affordable Housing 
LB 44 
 
Hansen, M. 
 



Change requirements for adoption of an 
affordable housing action plan; to permit such a 
plan to be adopted as part of the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan or as a separate plan.  
Statement of Intent (SOI): LB44 allows cities to 
adopt and incorporate affordable housing action 
plans, required under the Municipal Density and 
Missing Middle Housing Act passed in 2020, into 
their existing comprehensive development plans 
required under state law. Cities must still meet 
the deadline to adopt the action plans set in the 
Act, which is January 1, 2023, for cities of 50,000 
or more and January 1, 2024, for cities less than 
50,000. 
 



Urban Affairs 
 
1/26 Hearing 
1/28 Gen. File 
2/23 Select File 
3/11 Passed Final 
Reading 40-5-4 
3/17 Approved by 
Governor 
 
5 NO Votes: 
Albrecht, Clements, 
Erdman, Lowe and 
Sanders 
NOT VOTING: 
Friesen, Halloran, 
Ben Hansen and 
Hughes 



Support  
 
Enacted into Law 
 
-Missing Middle 
Housing 
-City of Lincoln 
-City of Omaha 



LB 279 



Bostar 



 



Authorize certain activities (weatherization and 



solar or other energy improvements to make 



utilities for housing more affordable) that are 



eligible for assistance from the Affordable 



Housing Trust Fund.  



Appropriations  



2/25 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 
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LB 446 



Hansen, M. 



 



Adopt the Nebraska Housing Index and Financing 



Investment System Act. LB 446 proposes to 



create a comprehensive, sustainable, and 



collaborative system designed to provide 



coordinated data on current housing and on 



state and federal funding and incentives. The 



position of Nebraska Housing Index and 



Financing Investment System Coordinator is 



established within the Nebraska Investment 



Finance Authority. The coordinator shall report 



directly to the Executive Director of the 



authority. This aligns with a need identified by 



the Blueprint Nebraska Report. 



Urban Affairs 



 



2/23 Hearing 



3/3 Gen. File 



3/3 Comm. AM 86 



 
Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



 



LB 555 



Hansen, M. 



Change reporting requirements under the 



Municipal Density and Missing Middle Housing 



Act: to include the percentage of areas in the city 



zoned for residential use which have been 



declared substandard and blighted areas under 



the Community Development Law; the 



percentage of areas in the city zoned for 



residential use which have been declared 



extremely blighted areas under the Community 



Development Law. 



Urban Affairs 



2/23 Hearing 



3/3 Gen. File 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



CVB Related 



LB 39 



Lindstrom 



PRIORITY  



(Lindstrom) 



Change the Sports Arena Facility Financing 



Assistance Act. LB 39 will include sport 



complexes under the SAFFAA, which will make 



such projects (like the baseball complex being 



considered in Lincoln) eligible to receive “turn 



back” of a portion of sales tax revenues collected.  



*Senator Flood’s amendment appears designed 



to direct funding collected from arena/sports 



field complexes in larger cities to fund creative 



districts that integrate the arts and are intended 



to catalyze economic and workforce 



development in a city of the first class not 



receiving Sports Arena Facility Financing 



assistance.  



Revenue 



2/19 Hearing 



2/26 Flood 



Amendment  



AM 373* 



3/15 Gen. File 



3/15 Comm. AM 582 



4/21 Flood AM373 



Withdrawn 



4/21 AM582 



Adopted 



4/26 Select File 



5/20 Passed Final 



Reading 



 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



  



 



LB 59 



Stinner 



 



 



Change provisions regarding sales of tourism 



promotional products by the Nebraska Tourism 



Commission and distribution of revenue. Allows 



NTC to work with retailers to sell tourism 



promotional products.  



Gov’t, Military & 



Veterans Affairs 



2/3 Hearing 



2/16 Gen. File 



 



Support 
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Carried Over to 



2022 



 



LB 72 



Geist 



LB 72 provides for the sale of alcoholic liquor not 



in its original package (allows restaurants and 



bars to continue off-sale with some restrictions). 



General Affairs 



2/8 Hearing 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



under LB 274 



 



LB 73 



Geist 



 



 



 



 



 



LB 73 would change the distribution of funds 
collected under the Nebraska Racetrack Gaming 
Act to direct 10% of the distribution remitted to 
the county treasurer first to the county 
agricultural society in the county in which the 
licensed racetrack enclosure is located, if such 
county agricultural society has been formed in 
the county under the County Agricultural Society 
Act. Following any distribution to a county 
agricultural society, the remaining funds shall be 
split between the County and City of Lincoln in 
Lancaster County.  
Statement of Intent: LB73 will distribute ten 



percent of the of the funds collected under the 



Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act from Initiative 



Law 2020, No. 431 to the county agricultural 



society in the county where a racetrack is located. 



Lancaster Co. Board has voted 3-2 to support LB 



73.  



General Affairs 



2/1 Hearing 



4/13 Gen. File 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Oppose  



-Lancaster County 



Commissioner 



Deb Schorr 



-City of Lincoln 



-Lincoln Chamber 



-NE Association of 



County Officials 



-League of 



Municipalities 



-City of Omaha 



  



 



 



LB 605 



Wishart 



Create the Outdoor Recreation and Education 
Study Committee of the Legislature. 



Executive 



Committee 



2/24 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



 



LB 629 



Morfeld 



Create a grant program to provide financial 



assistance to entities affected by event 



cancellations. 



It is the intent of the Legislature to appropriate 



$8M from the General Fund for FY21/22 carrying 



out this section. Pinnacle Bank Arena and 



Lancaster Event Center appear to be eligible 



venues.  



 



Appropriations  



2/8 Hearing 



3/16 Gen. File 



3/16 Comm. AM 139 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



 



COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Related 
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LB 139 



Briese 



PRIORITY 



(Slama) 



Adopt the COVID-19 Liability Protection Act. 
While a federal legislative solution is preferable, 
Congress remains at an impasse on employer 
liability protections. LB 139 is targeted liability 
protections for: (1) businesses and non-profit 
organizations that work to follow applicable 
public health guidelines against COVID-19 
exposure claims; (2) schools and educational 
institutions that have put tremendous time and 
resources into complying with health directives 
and guidance while also keeping students in the 
classroom; and (3) healthcare workers and 
facilities providing critical COVID-19-related care 
and services. In addition to being targeted, the 
liability protections under LB 139 are limited in 
scope and preserve recourse for those harmed 
by truly bad actors who engage in egregious 
misconduct. 



LB 139 had a good public hearing but it is clear 
there is heavy opposition from the NE Trial 
Lawyers Assoc. and others. Our coalition will 
continue to work for a means of balancing the 
interests of employers and getting the economy 
opened and balancing concerns expressed at the 
hearing.  



Judiciary  



2/18 Hearing 



5/10 Gen. File 



5/11 Comm.  



AM 1293 Adopted 



5/18 Select File 



5/18 Final Reading 



5/20 Passed on Final 



41-1-7 



 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



LCOC is among a 



large coalition of 



proponents for 



this needed 



change.  



 



LB 566 



McDonnell 



PRIORITY 



(Appropriations 



Committee)  



Adopt the Shovel-Ready Capital Recovery and 



Investments Act. The purpose of the Shovel-



Ready Capital Recovery and Investment Act is to 



partner with the private sector by providing 



grants to qualified nonprofit organizations to 



assist such organizations with capital projects 



that have been delayed due to COVID-19 and 



that will provide a positive economic impact in 



the State of Nebraska. 



The Chamber/CVB is strongly supportive of LB 



566 with the Committee amendment and the 



McDonnell amendment. This legislation would be 



very helpful to the recovery of arts and 



humanities, landmark attractions, and sport and 



other venues. The public/private sector 



partnership is very important and helpful.  



 



Appropriations 



2/26 Hearing 



3/16 Gen. File 



3/16 Comm. AM 606 



3/20 McDonnell  



AM 344 



5/4 AM 606 



Adopted 



5/4 AM 344 



Adopted 



5/5 Select File 



5/11 McDonnell  



AM 1345 



5/13 AM 1345 



Adopted 



5/18 Final Reading 



5/20 Passed on Final 



Reading 42-3-4 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



 



Economic Development/Workforce Development 



LR 1 



Blood 



Express support for the United States Air Force to 



reestablish the United States Space Command 



headquarters at Offutt Air Force Base. 



Gov’t, Military & 



Veteran Affairs 



 



Support 



Enacted into Law 
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w/ 48 co-



sponsors 



1/27 Hearing 



1/29 Adopted 



2/1 Signed by  



President/Speaker 



 



LR 20 CA 



Pansing Brooks 



 



 



Constitutional amendment to remove provisions 



regarding marriage from the Constitution of 



Nebraska.  



Statement of Intent (SOI): 



LR20CA proposes that an amendment be 



submitted to the electors of the State of 



Nebraska to repeal Article I, section 29 of the 



State Constitution, a dated and unenforceable 



amendment which states that only marriage 



between a man and a woman shall be valid or 



recognized in Nebraska and that the uniting of 



two persons of the same sex in a civil union, 



domestic partnership, or other similar same-sex 



relationship shall not be valid or recognized in 



Nebraska. Article 1, section 29 of the Nebraska 



Constitution was rendered obsolete and 



unenforceable by the United States Supreme 



Court in Obergefell v. Hodges in 2015. 



Judiciary  



1/29 Hearing 



2/16 Gen. File 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



Position Letter w/ 



Greater Omaha 



Chamber of 



Commerce 



(GOCOC) 



Lincoln YPG  



 



LB 18 



Kolterman 



 



PRIORITY  



(Stinner) 



 



LB 18 would change provisions relating to 



equivalent employees and qualified locations 



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. 



Revenue  



2/26 Hearing 



4/1 Gen. File 



4/28 Select File 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



 



LB 40 



Groene 



PRIORITY 



(Groene) 



 



Several 



senators added 



their name to 



LB 40 after 



introduction: 



Williams, 



Albrecht, 



Halloran, Pahls, 



Wayne, Day, 



Brewer, Blood, 



Vargas, Aguilar, 



Adopt the Nebraska Rural Projects Act. Project 



means expenses incurred or to be incurred at 



one qualified location (i.e., county under 100,000 



in population) for site acquisition and 



preparation, utility, extensions and rail spur 



construction for the development of a new 



industrial rail access business park, including any 



such expenses incurred to assist an initial tenant 



at such business park that conducts business in 



the manufacturing, processing, distribution or 



transloading trades. This appears to be legislation 



specifically for a new “Industrial Rail Access 



Business Park” in North Platte. 



The Comm. amendment changed the dollar 



match for the two grant levels from $3 to $2 and 



Revenue 



2/18 Hearing 



3/12 Gen. File 



3/12 Comm. AM 575 



Adopted 



3/29 Select File 



4/9 Final Reading 



Support 



Enacted into Law 
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Stinner as of 



3/31/21. 



$10 to $5 and changed the maximum amount to 



be paid for any one project from $40M to $30M. 



LB 69 



Day 



LB 69 would adopt the Student Loan Repayment 



Tax Credit Act. The amount of the credit shall be 



equal to fifty percent of the employer's student 



loan repayment, up to a maximum credit of 



$1,800 for each qualified employee for whom 



student loan repayments are made in any taxable 



year. An employer may earn such credits for up 



to 20 qualified employees per taxable year. 



Revenue 



1/28 Hearing 
4/13 IPP (Killed by 
Revenue Comm.)  



Support 



-LCOC 



-BenefitEd 



(Nelnet/Ameritas) 



-NE Chamber 



-NE Economic 



Developers 



Association 



-GOCOC 



 



LB 108 



McCollister 



 



PRIORITY  



(McCollister) 



 



 



 



LB 108 would address the “cliff effect” in the 



Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 



(SNAP) by allowing working families to advance 



in employment and in training programs, and 



realize greater earnings or new, better-paying 



employment without an immediate loss of SNAP. 



LB 108 achieves this, while keeping the current 



net income limits in SNAP, by increasing the gross 



income limit from the current 130% of the 



federal poverty level (FPL) to 185% of FPL.  



Health and Human 



Services  



 



2/17 Hearing 



3/9 Gen. File 



4/20 Select File 



5/4 Final Reading 



Support 



 



Enacted into Law 



(Over Gov’s Veto) 



 



 



 



LB 120 



Hunt 



LB 120 prohibits employment discrimination 



based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 



Under LB 120 it would be an unlawful 



employment practice for an employer, an 



employment agency or a labor organization to 



discriminate against an individual on the basis of 



sexual orientation or gender identity. Current law 



prohibits employment discrimination based on 



race, color, religion, sex, disability, marital status 



and national origin. 



Judiciary  



2/26 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



 



 



 



Support 



 



 



LB 134 



Brandt 



 



LB 134 requires the State Treasurer's office to 



post information related to each taxpayer 



receiving tax incentives under a tax incentive 



program. The information to be posted includes 



individual company project information that is 



already submitted to qualify for programs and 



combined under reports issued by the 



Department of Revenue and the Legislature’s 



Performance Review Committee. The 



individualized project reporting would indicate 



proprietary data currently kept confidential in 



order not to damage the competitive position of 



Nebraska businesses. 



Revenue 



2/16 Hearing 



Oppose 



Chad Denton 



from CFO 



Services provided 



informed and 



very relevant 



opposition 



testimony on this 



proposal on 



behalf of the 



State Chamber, 



Lincoln Chamber 
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and Omaha 



Chamber. 



LB 230 



Hunt 



Prohibit discrimination in public accommodations 
and under the Nebraska Fair Housing Act on the 
basis of sexual orientation or gender identity. 



Judiciary 



2/26 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



 



LB 243 



Bostar 



Adopt the Access College Early Tech Promise 



Program Act. 



Education 



 



1/26 Hearing 



2/23 Gen. File 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



 



Support 



LB 389 



Sanders 



At the request 



of the Governor 



PRIORITY  



(Sanders) 



Require the issuance of teaching certificates and 



permits to military spouses.  



 



Education 



2/8 Hearing 



3/2 Gen. File 



3/12 Select File 



3/23 Final Reading 



3/25 Passed Final 



Reading 46-0-3 



3/25 Presented to 



Governor 



Support  



 



Enacted into Law 



 



 



LB 390 



Murman 



At the request 



of the Governor 



 



PRIORITY 



(Murman) 



 



Provide for credentials based on reciprocity and 



change requirements for credentials under the 



Uniform Credentialing Act. 



Health and Human 



Services 



 



2/11 Hearing 
3/15 Gen. File 
3/15 Comm. AM 447 



3/23 Comm. AM 447 



Adopted 



3/29 Select File 



3/29 Hilkemann  



AM 753  



4/6 AM 753 



Adopted 



4/9 Final Reading 



4/21 Approved by 



Governor 



Support  



 



Enacted into Law 



 



LB 391 



Bostar 



Transfer $10M from the General Fund to the 



Custom Job Training Cash Fund prior to Oct. 1, 



2021.  



NOTE: Funding for CJT has been included within 



the proposed Appropriations Committee budget. 



Appropriations 



2/26 Hearing 



 



Support 



*Included in 



budget 
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LB 485 



DeBoer 



PRIORITY 



(DeBoer) 



Change provisions relating to childcare 



assistance; permitting families with up to 180% 



of FPL to qualify for assistance instead of up to 



130%. The Chamber supported a similar 



legislative bill - along with the Nebraska and 



Omaha Chambers of Commerce - last session. LB 



485 expands eligibility for Nebraska’s successful 



childcare subsidy. Carryover funding for the 



Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 



program is utilized to offset expenses, including 



any added administration costs. 



Health and Human 



Services 



 



2/10 Hearing 



3/30 Gen. File 



3/30 Comm. AM 764 



5/4 Final Reading 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



 



 



LB 502 



Flood 



Change sales tax incentives under the Nebraska 



Advantage Act.  



Revenue 



2/18 Hearing 



Support 



 



LB 526 



Wishart 



Change limitations on awards and state intent 



regarding appropriations under the Business 



Innovation Act. For fiscal year 2021-22 and each 



fiscal year thereafter, the DED may award up to 



$10M per fiscal year for grants under the Act. 



Appropriations  



2/16 Hearing 



 



Support 



*Included in 



budget 



 



LB 531 



Briese 



 



Adopt the Nebraska Child Care Contribution Tax 



Credit Act. Beginning 1/1/2022 and running 



through 1/1/2027 any taxpayer who makes a 



qualifying contribution to a childcare program 



may receive a non-refundable tax credit against 



their income taxes. The credit would be 50% 



generally, however, could go up to 75% if located 



in an opportunity zone or has at least one child in 



a childcare subsidy program in Nebraska. 



Revenue 



2/4 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



Diane Temme 



Stinton testified 



for Lincoln 



Chamber and 



State Chamber.  



LB 544 



Wayne 



PRIORITY  



(Wayne) 



Adopt the Urban Redevelop Act and provide tax 



incentives.  



Many terms in LB 544 are identical to the 



definitions in the ImagiNE Act. A qualified 



location is defined as an economic 



redevelopment are in both Acts. The significant 



differences in LB 544 include: - A shortened 



performance period from six to three years; - A 



shortened ramp-up period from four to two 



years; - A qualified location means an economic 



redevelopment area located with a city of the 



metropolitan class or a city of the primary class; - 



Applicants are required to only be subject to 



income tax or franchise tax, not sales and use or 



withholding tax - Note however that language on 



page 4 line 29 Committee Statement: LB 544 



Revenue Committee Page 1 would seem to 



indicate an applicant could be exempt from such 



Revenue 



2/18 Hearing 



3/12 Gen. File 



3/29 Select File 



3/29 Wayne AM 747 



4/6 Wayne AM 747 



Adopted 



4/9 Final Reading 



Support 



Enacted into Law 
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tax; - Wages are not defined as "compensation" 



but rather as "wages and other payments subject 



to the federal Medicare tax; - The sunset date is 



one year later, December 31, 2031; - Taxpayers 



may earn credits under two tiers. The first tier 



requires an investment of $150,000 and the 



hiring of five new full-time equivalents. The 



second tier is an investment only tier, requiring 



the taxpayer to make an investment of $50,000; - 



The employment credit for the first tier is a set 



dollar amount, rather than a percentage of 



wages paid, of $3,000 per new equivalent 



employee and increases to $4,000 if the new 



equivalent employee lives in an economic 



redevelopment zone; - The first-tier investment 



credit is $2,750 for each $50,000 of new 



investment. The second tier requires investment 



only and the credit is increased from four percent 



under the ImagiNE Act to five percent of the new 



investment. Taxpayers may not qualify under 



both tiers and total credits are capped at 



$50,000; - The program is capped at $8M; - 



Allowing teleworkers to qualify if their residence 



is within the economic redevelopment zone 



where the qualified location is located; - State 



and local sales and use taxes are to be refunded 



quarterly; - Investment and employment credits 



may be used for: - A refund of local option sales 



and use taxes; - A refundable income tax credit; 



or - To reduce income tax withholding; - Once the 



attainment levels are achieved, the taxpayer may 



receive a refund of property taxes paid for real 



property at the qualified location that is acquired 



after the date of application; - Any credits that 



are subject to recapture may only be collected 



during the three years after the performance 



period or three calendar years after the incentive 



was allowed, whichever is later; and - The 



director of the Department of Economic 



Development is tasked with the annual reporting 



requirement beginning on or before July 15, 2024 



and beginning on or before September 1, 2024 



must present the report to the Appropriations 



Committee. The effective date of the bill is 



January 1, 2022. 











LB 598 



Wishart 



Adopt the Small Business Stabilization Grant 



Program within the Department of Economic 



Development at provide $20M of funding.  



NOTE: LB 526 had a very favorable hearing and 



received support from a broad array of business 



groups and industry sectors. We believe it could 



still be a model for how funding from the 



American Rescue Plan Act is disbursed in the 



state. 



Business & Labor 



 



2/8 Hearing 



3/17 Gen. File 



3/17 Comm. AM 549 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



 



Employer/Employee  



LB 290 



Cavanaugh, M.  



Adopt the Paid Family and Medical Leave 



Insurance Act. Employers required to participate 



in unemployment insurance are required to 



participate.  



Business & Labor 



2/8 Hearing 



4/13 Gen. File 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Oppose as 



Written 



LCOC, NCCI, 



GOCOC, NFIB. 



LB 480 



McKinney 



Change the Minimum Wage as prescribed; with 



stair-step increases over 10 years then increases 



based off the Consumer Price Index for All Urban 



Consumers. 



Business & Labor 



3/1 Hearing 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Oppose 



Taxation 



LB 6 



Blood 



Change provisions relating to the taxation of 



military retirement benefits, to included 



additional definition to retirement benefits 



excluded from taxation. 



Revenue 



1/29 Hearing 



2/23 IPP (Killed by 



Revenue Comm.) 



NOTE: LB 6 is the 



basis for AM 291 to 



LB 387. 



Support 



Enacted into law 



as part of LB 388 



Todd Heyne 



supported for 



LCOC MAC, 



ALLO/Nelnet and 



individually. 



LB 133 



Erdman 



Adopt the Nebraska EPIC Consumption Tax Act 
and eliminate certain other taxes. 



Revenue 



2/3 Hearing 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Oppose 



 



LR 11 CA 



Erdman 



PRIORITY  



(Erdman) 



 



Notwithstanding any other provision of the 
Nebraska Constitution to the contrary, effective 
January 1, 2024, the State of Nebraska and all 
political subdivisions of the state shall be 
prohibited from imposing a tax on personal 
income, a tax on corporate income, a tax on 
personal property, a tax on real property, a tax 
on an inheritance from a deceased person, a tax 



Revenue 



2/3 Hearing 



3/31 Gen. File 



5/5 Failed to Adv. 



23-19-5PNV-2ANV 



Oppose 
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on the estate of a deceased person and a tax on 
the retail sale of goods and services except as 
provided in subsection (2) of  LR11CA . Any taxes 
described in this subsection that are imposed 
prior to January 1, 2024, may be collected 
through the end of calendar year 2024. The 
Legislature shall enact a consumption tax which 
shall apply to purchases of services and new 
goods, except for fuel. Such consumption tax 
shall begin no later than January 1, 2024. The 
Legislature may authorize political subdivisions of 
the state to enact their own consumption taxes 
upon such terms and conditions as the 
Legislature may provide. 



(Geist & Hilgers, YES 



votes;  



Bostar, Hansen, M., 



Morfeld, Pansing 



Brooks, Wishart, 



NO votes) 



 



LB 347 



Lindstrom 



Change provisions relating to an income tax 
deduction for dividends received from certain 
corporations. Foreign source income.  



NOTE: LB 347 as amended is included within the 
Committee Amendment to LB 432. 



Revenue 



2/25 Hearing 



Lawsuit pending 



against NDOR. 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Support 



James Anderson 



from BKD  



LB 387 



Brewer 



At the request 



of the Governor 



PRIORITY 



(Gragert) 



Change provisions relating to the taxation of 



military retirement benefits. LB 387 excludes 



100% of benefits from taxation, rather than the 



current 50% reduction.  



Revenue 



1/29 Hearing 



2/25 Gen. File 



2/25 Comm.  



AM 291 



3/10 Comm.  



AM 291 Adopted 



3/12 Select File 



3/23 Final Reading 



 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



Todd Heyne 



testified in 



support for MAC 



and LCOC. 



LB 408 



Briese 



PRIORITY 



(Geist) 



Adopt the Property Tax Request Act. A political 
subdivision's property tax request for any year 
shall not exceed its property tax request in the 
prior year by more than three percent, except as 
otherwise provided. 



The following excerpt is from the 2021 LCOC 
Agenda TAX RELIEF & SPENDING RESTRAINT – 
The Lincoln Chamber continues to support 
lowering the tax burden. Nebraska has moved in 
the right direction recently in national tax 
rankings. Tax relief must include a focus on 
spending restraint determined by local officials; 
state and local governments must set priorities 
that align with taxpayers, and local control is an 
important aspect of responsive government. 



Revenue 



1/27 Hearing 



3/2 Gen. File 



3/2 Comm. AM 371 



3/10 Linehan  



AM 521 



3/24 Briese FA12  



4/22 Cloture Motion 



to end debate 



failed. 



Track 
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LB 422 



Briese 



Change the sales tax rate and impose sales tax on 



additional services. 



 



Revenue 



2/13 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



 



Oppose 



LB 430 



Revenue 



Committee 



Change tax provisions related to net book value, 



adjusting the 19th year value to 6.68% of adjusted 



basis rather than 6.69% for a 20-year recovery 



period. Operative January 1, 2022. 



Revenue 



3/4 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Track 



Support 
statement on 
general need for 
competitive tax 
system submitted 
with Omaha 
Chamber and 
applicable to the 
“shell bills” in 
front of the 
Revenue 
Committee. 



LB 431 



Revenue 



Committee 



Change taxation provisions relating to 
improvements on leased lands, the assessment 
of undervalued and overvalued property, 
methods for giving notice and the collection of 
certain taxes and fees. 



Revenue 



3/3 Hearing 
4/7 Gen. File 
 
Carried Over to 



2022 



Track 



LB 432 



Revenue 



Committee 



PRIORITY  



(Revenue 



Committee) 



 



 



 



Change income tax rates. LB 432 is a placeholder 



or shell bill for changing IIT and CIT rates. No 



rates are specified in the bill, only XX. 



This is an “empty vessel” for the Revenue 



Committee to fill.  



 



The Committee Amendment to LB 432 (AM 774) 



includes portions/provisions of the following 



bills: - LB 347 as amended – LB 564 – LB 680 – LB 



597 – LB 299 as amended. 



 



*LB 432 is now composed of the Firefighter 



Cancer Benefits Act, provide a tax credit and an 



income tax exemption, change the corporate 



income tax rate, and redefine a term relating to 



the Nebraska educational savings plan trust. 



Revenue  



3/4 Hearing 



3/29 Gen. File 



3/29 Comm. AM 774 



4/27 AM 774 



Divided 



4/28 Select File 



5/21 Final Reading 



42-1-6 



 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



Support 



statement on 



need for 



competitive tax 



system submitted 



with Omaha 



Chamber and 



applicable to the 



“shell bills” in 



front of the 



Revenue 



Committee. 



 



LB 433 Change the sales and use tax rate. LB 433 is a 



placeholder or shell bill for changing the sales 



Revenue 



3/4 Hearing 



Track 



Support 



statement on 
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Revenue 



Committee 



and use tax rate. No rate is specified in the bill, 



only XX. 



This is an “empty vessel” for the Revenue 



Committee to fill and/or combine with others.  



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



 



 



general need for 



competitive tax 



system submitted 



with Omaha 



Chamber and 



applicable to the 



“shell bills” in 



front of the 



Revenue 



Committee. 



LB 680 



Linehan 



Change the corporate income tax rate; lower the 
top corporate to the same as the top IIT rate of 
6.84%. 



 



Revenue 



2/25 Hearing 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



as part of LB 432 



 



LB 625 



Vargas 



(added 1/26) 



Impose a surtax on certain taxable income and 
use the tax proceeds for early childhood 
education. 



Revenue 



2/25 Hearing 
4/13 Indefinitely 
Postponed  



Oppose 



 



Infrastructure  



LB 156 



Wayne 



PRIORITY  



(Urban Affairs) 



Adopt the Municipal Inland Port Authority Act 



(and change provision of the Site and Building 



Development Act).  “Nebraska currently lacks the 



economic development tools necessary to 



acquire and develop large shovel-ready 



commercial and industrial sites, and the creation 



of one or more inland port authorities in 



Nebraska could serve as a mechanism to develop 



such sites; and in addition to the development of 



large shovel-ready commercial and industrial 



sites, the creation of one or more inland port 



authorities could serve as a regional merging 



point for multi-modal transportation and 



distribution of goods to and from ports and other 



locations in other regions.” 



Urban Affairs  



2/2 Hearing 
2/18 Gen. File  
2/18 Comm. AM 223 
3/24 Comm. AM 223 
Adopted. 
3/30 Select File 
4/20 AM 956 
Adopted 
4/21 Final Reading 
 
 
 



Support 



Enacted into Law 



 



 



 



LB 175 



Friesen 



Create the Department of Transportation 



Aeronautics Capital Improvement Fund, which 



fund shall consist of money credited to the fund 



pursuant to section 77-27,132, transfers 



authorized by the Legislature, and any gifts, 



grants, bequests or donations to the fund. 



The fund shall be administered by the 



Department of Transportation and shall be used 



to build, repair, renovate, rehabilitate, restore, 



Revenue  



2/19 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



 



Track  
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modify or improve any infrastructure at any 



public-use airport licensed by the Division of 



Aeronautics of the Department of 



Transportation. 



LB 178 



Lindstrom 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Adopts the Infrastructure Improvement and 



Replacement Assistance Act and provides for a 



turnback of state sales tax revenue. Under the 



Act, a phased-in portion of state sales tax 



collected from each sewer and potable water 



utility will be returned to each utility or political 



subdivision to assist in paying for future 



infrastructure improvements. The state of 



Nebraska would turn back 2% of the 5.5% of 



state sales tax dollars collected from each 



potable water and sewer utility from July 1, 2020, 



through June 30, 2022. The state would turn back 



3% of the 5.5% of state sales tax dollars collected 



from each potable water and sewer utility from 



July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2024. The state 



would turn back 4% of the 5.5% of state sales tax 



dollars collected from each potable water and 



sewer utility collected after July 1, 2024. 



Revenue 



2/19 Hearing 
3/2 Gen. File 
3/2 Comm. 
AM 387 



 
Carried Over to 
2022 
 



Support 



 



 



LB 242 



Brandt 



w/ 21 co-



sponsors 



Provide for county bridges under the Political 



Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act.  



This is a priority issue for Lancaster County. 



SOI: LB242 allows political subdivisions to utilize 



design-build in the cases of repair, retrofit, 



reconstruct, or to replace a bridge. Under this bill, 



political subdivisions may commit dollars in 



current budgets to get to work building bridges 



right away but be able to pay for it in full later. 



This does not increase property taxes or give any 



additional spending authority to political 



subdivisions but allows them pay for these 



bridges over a longer period. 



Gov’t, Military & 



Veterans Affairs 



2/4 Hearing 
2/17 Gen. File 
2/17 Comm. AM 233 



 
Carried Over to 
2022 
 



Support 



Todd Wiltgen 



offered support 



testimony for 



LCOC. 



LB 542 



Walz 



PRIORITY  



(Walz)  



Authorize the issuance of highway bonds under 



the Nebraska Highway Bond Act. 



Statement of Intent: LB 542 seeks to utilize bond 



financing by authorizing the Highway 



Commission to issue bonds, to accelerate 



completion of the highway construction projects 



identified in the Build Nebraska Act. To leverage 



a portion of Build Nebraska Act revenues to 



maximize our pay-as-you-go philosophy. To 



insulate our highway funding from federal 



Transportation & 



Telecommunications 



3/3 Hearing 



3/31 Rev. Comm. 



AM 401 



5/12 Passed Over 



 



Carried Over to 



2022 



 



Track 
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uncertainty, rising interest rates, and 



construction inflation. Bonds issued shall not 



exceed $400M and must be repaid by 2040. No 



bonds shall be issued after June 30, 2027. The 



bonds issued shall be payable from the State 



Highway Capital Improvement Fund. 



 



Miscellaneous 



LB 562 
 
Erdman 



LB 562 would relocate the headquarters for the 



Game and Parks Commission to the City of 



Sidney, Nebraska. 



Natural Resources 



2/4 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



Oppose 



 



LB 668 



 



Hughes 



LB 668 would relocate the headquarters of the 



Game and Parks Commission to a county that has 



a population of less than ten thousand people 



and is located at least two hundred miles or 



more from any city of the Metropolitan Class or a 



city of the Primary Class. Lastly, the commission 



shall also consider the value of the economic 



development incentives provided by a qualifying 



city or village. 



Natural Resources 



2/4 Hearing 



Carried Over to 



2022 



 



Oppose 



 



 
State Agenda - See Link Below:  
LCOC State Agenda 
 
PUBLIC POLICY - FEDERAL ISSUES 
 
Congressional Report – Featuring 1st District Congressman Jeff Fortenberry  
Congressman Jeff Fortenberry briefed chamber members at an October 5 Congressional Report 
luncheon arranged by the Chamber public policy staff.  
 
The well-attended event gave audience members the opportunity to hear timely updates directly from 
Congressman Fortenberry on key issues related to infrastructure, budget reconciliation, funding for 
important local economic development initiatives and other important federal issues. 
 
Congressman Fortenberry noted a recent survey he conducted, which revealed social divisions and the 
“undeniable distrust of political establishments on both sides.” The Congressman went on to talk about 
how he thinks spending in Washington compounds these concerns, but also why he is fundamentally 
optimistic about the future of Nebraska and the country.  
 
In talking about the broken political process, Congressman Fortenberry said, “The majority is proposing 
nearly $5T in new spending. They negotiated this at the top levels of their leadership, excluding open, 
honest dialogue with the minority. We have to wait until the last moment to even begin to analyze 
these bills because most of the political capital is being spent trying to appease certain internal party 
factions behind closed doors.” 
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The congressman told the audience that he believes “there is a growing notion in Washington – and 
around the country, frankly – that when we identify a problem, the government must immediately 
spring into action by throwing billions and billions of dollars into bureaucratic programs.” Fortenberry 
added that, “the concept of caring about an issue is framed as: If you care about this problem, you will 
spend money to fix it, and if you don’t want to spend money, you don’t care”. 
 
Congressman Fortenberry stressed that you still can have effective, meaningful, community-oriented 
project and gave a recent example of funding for a new USDA Agricultural Research Service facility at 
UNL. Congressman Fortenberry is the rankling member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Agriculture and secured $11.2M in federal funding for the planning and design of the USDA research 
facility. NU leaders are hoping to leverage this investment with additional private sector research 
dollars. 
 
Congressman Fortenberry predicted the very large Budget Reconciliation Proposal would need to be 
considerably scaled back and likely will pass with little and possibly no republican support. He also said 
he would like to see a right-sized infrastructure bill. Also, the congressman said he believed a continuing 
resolution will be passed and a government shutdown will be avoided.   
 
Sasse Statement on New Bureau of Land Management Director 
(Senator Sasse Press Release, October 1, 2021) 
U.S. Senator Ben Sasse issued the following statement regarding Tracy Stone-Manning’s confirmation to 
be the Director of the Bureau of Land Management. 
 
“Tracy Stone-Manning is a nut. Her record is clear: She endorsed population control in the name of 
extreme environmentalism and she worked with a group of eco-terrorists. There’s plenty of room for 
folks on the right and left to disagree about the best environmental stewardship policies, but Tracy 
Stone-Manning is a wacko who shouldn’t be anywhere near power.” 
 
Memo From the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Chief Policy Officer 
TO: U.S. Chamber of Commerce Members 
FROM: Neil Bradley, EVP and Chief Policy Officer 
DATE: October 4, 2021 
RE: Infrastructure, Reconciliation and Where Things Stand 
 
Where Things Stand Today and How We Got Here: 
On Friday [October 1, 2021], the progressive wing of the Democratic Party was successful in linking the 
bipartisan infrastructure package to the partisan multi-trillion-dollar tax and spend reconciliation bill, 
something we at the Chamber strongly oppose. 
 
As you may recall, on June 24, when President Biden announced his support for the bipartisan 
infrastructure package, he initially linked enactment of that deal with the reconciliation package, 
indicating that he would not sign one without the other. This created an understandable uproar among 
many—including the Chamber—who support the infrastructure package but adamantly oppose the 
reconciliation bill. 
 
Two days later, in an unprecedented statement, President Biden walked back his comments declaring 
that the bills were not linked. 
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Since the beginning of the year, the Chamber has strongly advocated for enactment of a bipartisan 
infrastructure package—not only because it is good policy that is long-overdue, but also because it 
would be helpful in defeating the reconciliation bill. 
 
The Chamber’s Transportation, Infrastructure and Logistics Committee has been working to enact major 
investments in our nation’s physical infrastructure for more than a decade. While no bill is perfect, 
Chamber members are overwhelmingly united in their desire to see the bipartisan infrastructure bill 
become law. 
 
Moreover, independent passage of the infrastructure bill would demonstrate both that bipartisan 
legislating on important issues was still possible and that members of congress could deliver real 
achievements for their constituents without resorting to the partisan reconciliation process. Key 
moderate democrats in the house and senate—whose votes will decide the fate of the reconciliation 
bill—were adamant that infrastructure should be considered separate and apart from reconciliation. Key 
republican leaders in the senate also worked to ensure the independent passage of the infrastructure 
bill and did so with a large bipartisan majority. 
 
Interestingly, Senator Bernie Sanders and the House Progressive Caucus also viewed separate passage of 
the infrastructure bill as reducing the likelihood of reconciliation passing, which is why they threatened 
to defeat the infrastructure bill. 
 
In August, a group of 10 House Democrats, led by Rep. Josh Gottheimer, secured a commitment, 
adopted as part of a House rule, for a stand-alone vote on the infrastructure bill the week of September 
27. 
 
The Chamber fought hard to secure the votes to ensure the infrastructure bill would pass. Last week, 
however, it became clear that approximately 40 Progressive Caucus members were prepared to vote no. 
At the same time, the republican leadership was whipping against the bill, leaving only about 15 
republicans prepared to support passage. Proponents of the infrastructure bill fell more than 20 votes 
short. 
 
On Friday, President Biden traveled to Capitol Hill to meet with house democrats and formally relinked 
the two bills. Since then, Speaker Pelosi has indicated her desire to pass the reconciliation bill and 
infrastructure bill before the end of October. 
 
Where We Go from Here: 
The events of the last few days make it all the more crucial that everyone across the business 
community does everything in our power to ensure the reconciliation bill does not pass. While the 
Chamber believes that passing infrastructure as a stand-alone bill prior to consideration of the 
reconciliation bill would have enhanced our position, that is no longer a realistic possibility. 
 
The fate of the reconciliation bill will be decided by about a dozen house and senate democrats. We will 
educate their constituents about what is at stake and we will not hold back. Please see our current 
ad here and feel free to reach out to me at nbradley@uschamber.com to learn more about our 
campaign. 
 
It also will be important that when democrats stand with us against the reconciliation bill, we must 
stand with them. Senators Kyrsten Sinema and Joe Manchin, as well as the house democrats who voted 
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no in committee and who have indicated they are leaning no on the vote in the full house, are facing an 
onslaught from progressive activists—ranging from traditional advertising to protests at their homes and 
offices. As long as these members keep fighting the economically devastating policies proposed in the 
reconciliation bill, the business community must have their backs. The next few weeks are crucial. They 
need to hear from you, too. 
 
If you are willing to reach out to lawmakers, please email Joseph Sarreal 
at JSarreal@USChamber.com and we will be happy to assist you. 
 
Fischer Supports Counter to Biden’s 30 x 30 Proposal 
(Senator Fischer Press Release, October 6, 2021) 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Deb Fischer (R-Neb.), a member of the Senate Western Caucus, has 
joined several of her colleagues in the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives in releasing a blueprint 
of “Western Conservation Principles.” The document outlines steps for responsible and effective 
conservation supported by rural communities and serves as an alternative to the Biden Administration’s 
30 x 30 initiative. 
 
“Conservation is a part of the Nebraska way of life. The Biden administration’s aggressive 
and ambiguous 30 x 30 proposal fails to recognize the work land owners, farmers, and ranchers do 
every day to take care of our land and natural resources. The Western Conservation Principles 
promote a respect for private property and the time-tested environmental practices Nebraskans have 
used for generations,” said Senator Deb Fischer.  
 
Senator Fischer is a cosponsor of a bill, which would block President Biden’s 30 x 30 executive order.  
Western Conservation Principles have received endorsements from the following groups: American 
Exploration and Mining Association, American Farm Bureau Federation, American Forest Research 
Council, American Sheep Industry, Family Farm Alliance, National Association of Counties, National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National Endangered Species Act Reform Coalition, National Mining 
Association, National Stone, Sand, and Gravel Association, Public Lands Council, Western Energy 
Alliance.  
Click here to read the Western Conservation Principles. 
 
Federal Agenda - See Link Below: 
LCOC Federal Agenda 
 
Chamber Events 
Tuesday, October 5 | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Congressional Forum  
Country Club of Lincoln | 3200 S. 24th Street 
*In-person event 
Speaker: U.S. Congressman Jeff Fortenberry 
 
Wednesday, October 6 | 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
Chamber Coffee  
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce | 1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100 
*In-person forum with Zoom option 
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Wednesday, October 13 | 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Lincoln Expo 
Pinnacle Bank Arena | 400 Pinnacle Arena Drive 
*In-person event, open to the public 
 
Wednesday, October 20 | 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
Growth and Development Forum  
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce | 1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100 
*In-person forum with Zoom option 
Speaker: Erin Sokolik, Lincoln Transportation and Utilities Asset Management and Performance Division 
Manager 
 
Tuesday, November 16 | 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. 
*NEW DATE* 
State Legislative Forum Breakfast 
Country Club of Lincoln | 3200 S. 24th Street 
*In-person event 
 
Thursday, October 28 | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Face the Chamber 
Country Club of Lincoln | 3200 S. 24th Street 
*In-person event 
Speaker: Scott Henderson, Managing Director of NMotion 
 
Thursday, October 28 | 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
The LNK 
Sun Valley Lanes & Games | 321 Victory Lane 
*In-person event 
 
Ribbon Cuttings 
Upcoming ribbon cuttings and groundbreakings can be found HERE. Schedule yours today. 
 
Event updates and registration information can be found HERE. 



 



YPG Events  



Wednesday, October 13 | 1:00 p.m. & 2:00 p.m. 
Behind the Scenes Tour Pinnacle Bank Arena & The Expo 
Pinnacle Bank Arena | 400 Pinnacle Arena Drive 
 
Thursday, October 14 | 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
YP After Dark: Redistricting 
White Elm Brewing Haymarket | 801 R Street 
 
Thursday, October 21 | 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
Connections: First Look 
Sun Valley Lanes & Games | 321 Victory Lane 
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Lincoln’s Young Professionals Group (YPG) 
YPG’s 8th Annual YP Week was held September 27-October 1, with 10 events scheduled throughout the 
week. Nearly 600 attendees joined us for a wide array of events. Lincoln YPG was proud to host the 2nd 
Annual Young Lincoln Leader Awards (YLLA) to recognize seven outstanding individuals and companies. 
These awards were designed to showcase and celebrate the contributions young professionals make to 
the Lincoln community. The YLLAs were presented at a sold out, in-person event during YP Week. The 
event was also livestreamed for any attendees that could not make it in person. Dewayne Taylor was the 
emcee of the event and speakers included Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird, City Councilman Tom Beckius and 
Chamber President Wendy Birdsall.  
 
Please see the award winners below: 
Young Professional of the Year - Yohance Christie 
Young Citizen of the Year - Amanda Barker 
Young Entrepreneur of the Year - Alicia Reisinger 
Young Nonprofit Professional of the Year - Laura Uridil 
Emerging Leader of the Year - Aakriti Agrawal 
Next Generation Workplace - Hausmann Construction 
Diversity and Inclusion Excellence - Nelnet 
 
Brie Frickenstein, with the University of Nebraska, Nebraska Extension-Lancaster County, is the 2021 
chair of Lincoln’s YPG. For a complete listing of the Executive Leadership Council and event information, 
you can visit our website at www.lincolnypg.com. 



MEMBERSHIP 
 
In the month of September, nine businesses joined the Lincoln Chamber. These businesses include: 
 



• Delray 817 



• Emerald Healing Arts & Apothecary 



• Flinn Properties LLC 



• Hexagon Agility 



• Lobbly 



• Rooted in Wellness Chiropractic 



• Scantron 



• Screamers Family Restaurant 



• SEAchange, LTD 
 



We are pleased to welcome these businesses to our organization and look forward to working with 
them in the future.  
 
Networking events continue to happen in-person. The Ambassador group met on September 1 and 
welcomed new members to the Chamber. Each new member had an opportunity to introduce 
themselves and their business to the rest in attendance. The lunch featured a Chamber employee 
spotlight with Kaylie Hogan-Schnittker presenting from the Lincoln Partnership for Economic 
Development. The second networking event was the bi-monthly HIVE, which was held at Madonna 
ProActive. This informal event gave members an opportunity to network and take tours of Madonna’s 
fitness facility.  
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There has been an increase in ribbon cutting and groundbreaking requests. The members who the 
Chamber celebrated in September include: 
 



• Gatehouse Rows 



• Cory Callahan, Heritage Financial Services 



• Sideshow Spirits 



• CEDARS 
 
Our membership team would love to have you refer new or existing businesses who could benefit from 
membership. Please contact Derek Feyerherm, Senior Director, and he will be happy to assist. Thanks to 
each of you for your membership and advocacy for the Chamber! 
 
Membership Contacts 
 
Derek Feyerherm - Senior Director of Operations and Membership 
dfeyerherm@lincoln.org 
 
Shannon Hanke - Investor Relations 
shanke@lcoc.com 
 



COMMUNICATIONS 
 
October is here, which means it is time for year-end planning for the communications team. As we wrap 
up a successful 2021, we are gathering information to share the story of our organizations and highlight 
our impact in the annual report and year-end review documents for our Lincoln Journal Star feature and 
for distribution at the LCOC Annual Meeting. 
 
Social media remains a strong avenue for Chamber, LPED and CVB communications. Our followers and 
engagement continue to grow as we expand our digital content, member support and educational 
resources. Recently, we launched a series of “Instagram Takeovers”, which have been very well received 
and serve as a great opportunity to highlight Chamber members, attractions and the people of Lincoln. 
Wax Buffalo will be the featured takeover this month.  
 
In an effort to expand engagement with our new members from the moment they join the Chamber, we 
are working on an email series to connect them to valuable resources. The emails will highlight 
opportunities to maximize their membership, share important networking opportunities, introduce the 
team and potentially include a brief new member survey. The emails will launch next month.  
 
To connect members of the community with information about the value of Chamber membership and 
share details about our programs and initiatives, the Chamber will now have a full-page content feature 
in each edition of the Midlands Business Journal. We are excited about this new opportunity to reach a 
wider audience. 
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LINCOLN CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU 
 
CVB Update 
 
Lodging tax in July exceeded expectations. It is not surprising that we noted a 141% increase over 2020, 
but when compared to our last normal pre-pandemic year in 2019, we were up 36% over that year. 
July was our best-ever collected and that eclipsed our best year ever in 2016 by 12%. The impact on tax 
collections is thanks to the impact of the National High School Finals Rodeo, National High School 
Coaches Association and the pent-up demand to travel by families. We expect August to follow a similar 
path with the Garth Brooks concert, the arrival of students and families and the summer travel season 
wrapping up. 
 
Looking ahead, events that will impact travel in our city include concerts/events at PBA including Chris 
Stapleton, comedic act Dude Perfect and Comedian Joe Rogan all in October. These events will 
complement an already busy calendar with Husker football weekends on October 2, 9 and 30. 
 
Staff toured an exciting new art project that is almost complete in north Lincoln. Get out and explore the 
Emerge LNK murals in University Place, anchored by the LUX Center for the Arts, which features eight 
great murals and the stories behind the art. Coupled with a stop for great coffee and pastries along the 
walk, it makes for a great morning and afternoon enjoying the fall weather. We are working with the 
LUX team to feature walking tours to visitors and will deliver that through our web and social channels. 
 
On the social media side, there are numerous positive things from the past couple of months that I think 
are worth mentioning: 
 



• We’ve started doing “Instagram Takeovers” on our Lincoln, Nebraska, USA account to show off 
the people and businesses in our community. So far, we’ve spotlighted the Lincoln Airport, 
Goldenrod Pastries and next will be Wax Buffalo.  



• This past month, we’ve seen a lot of diversity in the promotion of our events with the 2021 
Latino Festival, Harvest Moon Festival and Nebraska Indigenous Peoples’ Day Celebration. Not 
to mention the 10 new murals that made their debut in north Lincoln’s University Place 
neighborhood as part of Emerge LNK! 



• In September, we started our LNK Feature series with a video about the unique hotel décor at 
The Graduate Lincoln and The Kindler Hotel. The goal was to share some things about these 
boutique hotels that the community might not know and encourage them to get a room in 
#LNK! 



 
As the need for volunteers increases in our community with each passing event, I want to remind people 
of our role with the Lincoln Veterans Parade on November 7 at 2pm. Kelsey Madsen plays a key role on 
the organizing community. Our staff will volunteer at the event and hope that many in the community 
will do the same by visiting their website at www.lincolnveteransparade.org. 
 
Site visits by national event organizers have rapidly picked up for our team and we’ve enjoyed hosting 
them, much like was the norm in years prior to the pandemic. In September, we hosted the Family 
Motor Coach Association (FMCA) for their site visit as they prepare to visit Lincoln for their 2022 Annual 
Convention in August. This event was cancelled in 2020 and they are excited to again set their attention 
on Lincoln. Upwards of 3,000 RVs will converge on Lincoln and at the Lancaster Event Center (LEC). 





http://www.lincolnveteransparade.org/








Events will be hosted at the LEC, but of significant impact will be the time that these families spend 
throughout our community on this annual vacation for all that attend. 
 
Staff will attend the Nebraska Travel Conference in Grand Island October 19-21 with focus at this year’s 
conference on bouncing back from COVID, event planning, group sales, diversity and equity, web/social, 
sports tourism and elevating the local food scene. 
 
Staff remains very active in committee discussions to improve downtown safety, programming, 
volunteerism and facility growth and expansion to elevate our community’s ability to host next level 
events. 
 
Visitors Center activity (7th and P) for the month of September (continued steady increases monthly): 
 
Visitors - 501 
Calls - 62 
 
Sales/Marketing 
 
In September, the CVB issued seven sales leads with the potential of 1,231 hotel room nights. 
Additionally, five proposals were submitted for consideration. A total of five events, for 1,721 room 
nights were booked in September with an estimated economic impact of $625,375. Throughout the 
month, staff contacted 44 prospective organizations and reached out to 142 events which currently or 
previously met in Lincoln. Services were provided to 10 organizations hosting their event in the Lincoln 
community.  
 
Derek Bombeck participated in the TEAMS Sports Conference in Atlantic City, NJ the week of September 
26. This tradeshow is one of the nation’s largest that focuses on connecting sport rights holders with 
cities and sports commissions interested in hosting their events. Bombeck attended the tradeshow as 
part of the Sports Nebraska Coalition, an organization made up of 11 Convention and Visitors Bureaus 
and Sports Commissions in Nebraska. Five representatives of Sports Nebraska took 36 appointments 
over two days. There was significant interest in US Olympic Committee National Governing Bodies of 
bringing their events to Nebraska, including USA Volleyball, USA Wrestling, and USA Baseball. 
 
The Small Market Meetings Conference and Tradeshow took place in Cheyenne, WY on September 26-
28. Derek Feyerherm attended this tradeshow that focuses on association and independent meeting 
planners looking to host events in Tier 2 or Tier 3 cities. Nebraska had good representation at the event 
with CVBs from Lincoln, Omaha and Kearney taking appointments with planners. Feyerherm met with 
34 meeting planners over two days and will do additional follow-up in the upcoming months with those 
that were in attendance. 
 
LINCOLN PARTNERSHIP FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Unemployment Claims and Update 
1.7%: Unemployment rate in Lancaster County. Unemployment peaked in April 2020 at 8.1%. 
 
48,210: The number of Lancaster County residents that have filed for unemployment since March 21, 
2020. Each week, about 200 people file for an initial unemployment claim, which is about two times the 
normal rate. (Data as of 6/19/21) 











 
2,244: The number of Lancaster County residents receiving unemployment insurance. This is a decrease 
of over 1,300 since March 27. (Data as of 6/19/21) There are currently 8,881 job openings on NEworks in 
Lancaster County.  
 
2021 Business Development Events  



• Community Venture Network - Project Presentation Event - August 13  



• Collision Conference - Tech/Startup Global Event - Virtual Event 



• Business Recruitment Trip - Virtual in October 



• MRO Americas - Aerospace Show - Virtual 



• IFT Food Expo - Food Processing Show - Virtual  



• Data Center Days - Nebraska Data Center Recruitment Event - Canceled 



• GATS 2021 - Distribution/Logistics Show - Canceled  



• IMTS - Advanced Manufacturing - Canceled 



• Fabtech - Metal Manufacturing Show - Did not attend due to COVID-19 



• Economix - Site Selector Networking Event - In-Person 
 
BRE 
Kevin Koester continues to lead our Business Retention and Expansion Program. Through this program, 
LPED proactively connects with existing businesses in order to understand and respond to their needs. 
We have had productive and insightful conversations with several business leaders from a variety of 
industries. Outreach will continue as we connect with more business leaders in our community. If your 
business would like to participate, please contact Kevin Koester at kkoester@selectlincoln.org.  
 
Project Updates 
Project Agate is the large data center that purchased the land at N. 56th Street and Interstate 80 that we 
have been working on for over three years. They continue to remain engaged with LES on design layout. 
 
Project Singularity is an international company looking to establish a new production facility, their U.S. 
headquarters. The company needs 20 acres of land to construct a 40,000-80,000 sq. ft. facility, an 
additional building for employee daycare and solar panels to achieve sustainability. We have recently 
received word that multiple sites in Lincoln were chosen to move on to Phase B in the selection 
process. In our Phase B response, LPED provided additional information outlining the competitive 
advantages of our locations. 
 
Project KB is a company looking to establish a new location for light manufacturing operations and 
servicing of equipment. In this new location, the company plans to create 15 jobs with the potential for 
more growth in the future. A representative from the company visited Lincoln and toured multiple 
attractive sites that met the criteria needed and are optimistic about the possibility of Lincoln as a future 
landing point. 
 
Project Pine is a production/distribution facility for a major manufacturing company that is identifying a 
location for expansion. The company behind the project will make a significant impact upon the chosen 
community, including the creation of 400-500 new jobs. LPED has submitted a site that fits well within 
the requested criteria. 
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Project Trek is a data center colocation company looking to expand to multiple sites across the United 
States. The company is looking for a site that has a minimum buildable area of 550,000 sq. ft. LPED has 
submitted a response that showcases a site and infrastructure that it is favorable for this expansion 
project. 
 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
 
NMotion Accelerator Studio 
The NMotion Accelerator Studio will be kicking off with six new founders working on new ideas and 
building new startups from scratch. The official kickoff was September 16, and the program runs 
through February 2, 2022. Contact Christina Oldfather at coldfather@selectlincoln.org with questions. 
 
JumpStart Challenge 
JumpStart Challenge is back! The reverse pitch event kicked off with a fiber network challenge from 
ALLO and two sports tech challenges from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Athletic Department. 
Entrepreneurs, designers, developers and innovators had until October 7 to develop a solution. On 
October 7, we gather again for teams to pitch their solution. ALLO and UNL Athletics will pick the best 
solution.  
 
The winner of the ALLO challenge will receive a $7,000 cash prize from Centrix, ALLO and LPED, free 
coworking from FUSE or Turbine Flats and the chance to win a $25,000 LaunchLNK grant! The UNL 
Athletics winner receives a $1,000 cash prize, free coworking from FUSE or Turbine Flats, the chance to 
win a $25,000 LaunchLNK grant and the potential for an investment from the Husker Venture Fund. Both 
winners get the opportunity to work with an industry partner to build their solution. For more 
information, visit: www.jumpstartchallenge.com or email Christina Oldfather at 
coldfather@selectlincoln.org.  
 
1 Million Cups Lincoln 
1 Million Cups is a weekly program that highlights a startup company through the lens of the 
community, ending each session with the question “how can we as a community help you (the 
entrepreneur)?” These sessions are held every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. Attending 1 Million Cups is a 
great way to connect with early-stage founders, get updates from startup companies and connect with 
the community. Follow StartupLNK on social media and sign up for the newsletter at 
www.startuplnk.com to get the latest updates on 1 Million Cups speakers, Zoom links, in-person 
meeting locations and information on other startup community events and sessions.  
 
Building a Talent Pipeline 
 
The Circle 
As organizational diversity and inclusion plans are becoming increasingly more common, we’ve 
developed several resources to help companies advance their goals. Our flagship initiative is called The 
Circle. Our mission is as follows:  
 
We are a community of people involved in designing, organizing, supporting and leading organizational 
diversity and inclusion efforts in and around Lincoln. We believe strongly in the power and the 
importance of diversity and inclusion, for our organizations and for our community. We meet to support 
each other, share resources and information and to move this work forward. We meet on the first Friday 
of each month from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m., and we try to do three things with our meetings: 
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1. We try to make it easy for folks doing this work to find and connect with other folks doing this 



work. 
2. We try to learn from what local organizations are doing and have done relative to diversity and 



inclusion. 
3. We try to help each other get better, by sharing our experiences and expertise. 



 
Career Fair 
The EmployLNK Career Fair was held on Thursday October 7, at the Center for People in Need and was a 
win for the Lincoln community. The fair brought together 42 businesses, five community resource 
providers and more than 50 job seekers. More than two-thirds of the employers indicated they are very 
likely to attend a future EmployLNK Career Fair. 
 
The employers that attended the job fair represent a wide variety of careers including hospitality, health 
care, technology, manufacturing, construction and others. Bryan Health, Home Instead, Kawasaki, 
Lincoln Public Schools, TMCO, Inc., Union Bank, YMCA of Lincoln and 35 other employers made the 
efforts of EmployLNK a success. 
 
The agencies comprising EmployLNK serve over 5,000 Lincoln residents by connecting veterans, adults 
and students to employers as they look to hire. Their efforts truly serve people of all ages who are 
looking for employment in our area. 
 
Lincoln Manufacturing Council  
On August 31 we had five students complete the most recent LMC class at Mt. Zion Church and all five 



have applied for a job within the manufacturing industry.  



Success story: Ben (not his real name) was a welder prior to serving his sentence at the prison. He 
completed the manufacturing class and started his new job in the same week that he was released and 
moved into his apartment. He is now a couple of months into his job with positive reviews from his 
supervisor! 
 
Talent Forum  
LPED’s Talent Forum, a collaboration of the recruiters, talent managers and HR representatives at our 
investor companies, continues to meet on the third Friday of every other month. Due to COVID-19, the 
Talent Forum meetings will be hosted as online meetings to provide access remotely. In addition to 
providing the meetings online, Talent Forum also has a LinkedIn group to keep those who have opted-in 
to stay up to date on talent, articles and events in the community. The MyTern program was an idea 
born in a Talent Forum meeting in early 2016; it has been richly rewarding to see an idea born out of a 
brainstorming meeting turn into a full-fledged program that’s engaged some of the top talent in the city.  
 
Expanding Talent Pools 
Last year, we launched the Expanding Talent Pools series, a recruiting and hiring workshop that 
emphasizes inclusivity. Each session will feature expert insights and best practices. Sessions will cover 
hiring refugees/immigrants, people with disabilities, formerly incarcerated people, opportunities for 
youth and how to connect the recently unemployed. Learn how to successfully tap into available talent 
pools in Lincoln that are sometimes overlooked or underutilized. Due to the onslaught of COVID-19, we 
are re-launching the series to provide year-round conversation.  
 











 
 
Lincoln, the Place to Be, Campus Ambassador Program 
We are excited to announce the launch of the Lincoln, the Place to Be Campus Ambassador pilot 
program. The program works to connect young professionals to careers, places to live, things to do, 
ways to volunteer and with each other, with the goal to increase the number of college graduates that 
build their careers in Lincoln. The online work is done through PlaceToBeLNK.com and social media 
engagement. Offline, Place to Be facilitates opportunities for relationship building through events with 
employers and community partners. Stay tuned as we announce our 2021 cohort! 
  
Hogan-Schnittker Appointed Co-Chair of Lincoln STEM Ecosystem 
We are proud to announce that Kaylie Hogan-Schnittker has been named a co-chair for Lincoln’s STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Ecosystem. “As co-chair of the Lincoln STEM Ecosystem, I 
will be working to build meaningful connections among educators, business and industry partners and 
afterschool programs to develop Lincoln students for future opportunities,” says Hogan-Schnittker. 
 
Construct Your EcosySTEM Event 
Members of the Lincoln STEM Ecosystem - Cheever Construction and ABC Nebraska - The Cornhusker 
Chapter, teamed up with the University of Nebraska Durham Engineering School to provide around 30 
middle school age students with a hands-on event over three weeks in July. The two-hour sessions 
covered a variety of topics: mixing and testing concrete, structural, building bridges, lineman, electronic 
systems, landscaping, pipefitters and human health in construction. The event was also used as a 
learning lab with many experts in the community coming to view the event and provide feedback to 
continue to learn from and add more of these events in the future. 
 
Cost of Living 
One of the Partnership’s duties is reporting for the ACCRA Cost of Living Index (COLI). Partnership staff 
compiles the required items due to ACCRA in putting together the report which is released quarterly. 
The 2nd Quarter report is as follows:  
 



 Composite Grocery Housing Utilities Transportation Health Care MISC 
Lincoln 92.6 96.6 77.7 87.5 100.9 107.2 100.0 
Ames, IA 99.3 99.8 99.4 91.2 104.2 100.7 99.6 
Madison, WI  107.2 108.6 109.9 99.6 102.9 124.6 105.4 
Boulder, CO* 111.0 89.9 143.9 79.2 107.7 98.2 104.5 
        



*Boulder is part of the Denver Combined Statistical Area 



For more information or for direct comparisons to other communities, contact Luke Peltz at 



lpeltz@selectlincoln.org or 402.436.2373. 
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DIANE PRYOR | EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT                 
LINCOLN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
3 Landmark Centre, 1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100 | Lincoln, NE 68508
P: 402.436.2381 | DPRYOR@LCOC.COM | WWW.LCOC.COM
 


 


Proud supporter of the Lincoln Airport. Check LNK every time you fly


Protection & Privacy Notice: This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law
governing electronic communications and may contain confidential and privileged information. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please reply immediately to the sender and
delete this message.
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Chappelear, Trinity; Curran, Dan
Subject: FW: No vaccine passports
Date: Friday, August 6, 2021 9:38:00 AM


I got about 30 of these emails
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Rosalie Joy <coachrosaliej@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 5, 2021 6:16 PM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Subject: No vaccine passports
 
Dear Mr. Goins,


As your constituent and your boss, I demand that you do everything in your power to ban Vaccine
Mandates and Passports. This is an unconstitutional deprivation of liberty without due process and is
a critical issue to me. It is unconscionable that Americans freedom of movement would be
threatened in an attempt to coerce people to get vaccinated, even as Anthony Fauci is urging masks
be worn by the vaccinated and unvaccinated. I’ll be watching how you vote.


Sincerely,
Rosalie Joy
P.O. Box 36
Eustis, NE 69028
308-486-4861
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From: Lauber, Joseph
To: Foley, Mike
Cc: Goins, Anthony
Subject: FW: Re: Energy Company Request - Nebraska Revised Statute 57-1503
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2020 11:48:08 AM
Attachments: LB 1161 summary and analysis.docx


Thompson v Heineman 2015 NE S Ct w highlights.rtf
Transcanada keystone pipeline 8-23-19 NE SCt decision N00006778PUB (1).pdf
LB 1161 Natural Resources Cte Hearing 2012-02-16.pdf
LB1161 statement of intent w highlights.pdf


Lt. Governor Foley,
 
Annette Kovar, Legal Counsel for DEE, has produced an excellent review attached as the “LB 1161
Summary and Analysis.”  Ultimately, I think the short answer is that Public Service Commission may
be the better/safer option for the company.  If you would like to discuss further, or schedule another
call with me and Annette, please let me know.
 
Kind regards,
 
Joe
 
Joseph H. Lauber
Deputy Director – Operations
Chief Legal Officer


 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
PO Box 94666
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3758
joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.org  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 


From: Kovar, Annette <Annette.Kovar@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 11:18 AM
To: Lauber, Joseph <joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov>
Subject: RE: Re: Energy Company Request - Nebraska Revised Statute 57-1503
 
Hi Joe,
              I have attached my thought and comments – with some explanation. I have also attached
some highlighted documents that are referenced in my explanation. I am around all day today and
tomorrow but have a lot of phone calls to catch up on with my staff. If you want to visit further
about this, please give me a call or send me an email and I’ll call you back.
 
Annette Kovar, Legal Counsel    |  Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy
402-471-3194                                     |  P.O. Box 98922 , Lincoln, NE 68509-8922   
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Caveat: This is summary of legislative history and legal cases and should not be construed as a legal opinion or legal advice regarding applicability to new pipeline projects. 





[bookmark: _GoBack]LB 1161 ANALYSIS FOR APPLICABILITY TO NEW PIPELINE PROJECTS


CONSIDERATIONS


1. LB 1161 is vulnerable to legal challenge that it is unconstitutional. See Thompson v. Heineman case discussion below. While LB 1161 is still deemed constitutional, a subsequent review by the Nebraska Supreme Court might find differently.


2. The process for seeking Governor approval may no longer be a viable option. See discussion of legislative history below. The text of LB 1161 does not include a sunset date for the Governor approval process although the legislative history suggests that after January 1, 2013, no other oil pipeline carriers would be eligible. The TransCanada v. Dunanvan decision, however, does note two processes exist and did not raise any question as to constitutionality in their opinion. I would be cautious in over-reading this recognition because the constitutional question was not specifically raised to the Court. On the other hand, the Court did include a brief reference to their earlier case in this decision. 


3. The MOPSA process for siting approval before the PSC appears to be a straightforward process that has been approved on appeal of the only siting decision to have been made so far under the Act. See TransCanada v. Dunanvan case discussion below. The MOPSA siting process took less time than the Governor approval process took for essentially the same pipeline route.


4. Although another major oil pipeline carrier seeking approval may provoke less controversy because, for example, it seeks an easily approvable route, there are likely still individuals in Nebraska who would want to challenge the constitutionality of LB 1161’s alternate Governor approval process.


BACKGROUND AND LEGISLATIVE HISTORY


In 2011, the Nebraska Legislature, in response to the federal permit application filed by TransCanada for the proposed Keystone XL pipeline, created two alternative state processes for obtaining route approval for a major oil pipeline in Nebraska. (LB 1 and LB 4). One process (LB 1) was the Major Oil Pipeline Siting Act (MOPSA) requiring an oil pipeline carrier to apply and seek approval from the Public Service Commission (PSC) for a major oil pipeline route within, through, or across Nebraska. The second process (LB 4) created an exemption to MOPSA and allowed the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ, now NDEE) to collaborate with a federal agency reviewing a pending federal permit application and authorize the Governor to approve or deny the route. At the time of this legislation, MOPSA did not apply to TransCanada, which was the only major oil pipeline carrier with a federal application pending before a federal. This legislation became effective on November 23, 2011.


On January 18, 2012, then President Obama denied the pending TransCanada federal permit. As a result of this federal action, there was no longer a pending federal permit to which the second siting process applied under LB 4. Consequently, if TransCanada were to reapply for a federal permit, it would become subject to the MOPSA siting process before the PSC.


On January 19, 2012, LB 1161 was introduced in the Legislature and became effective on April 17, 2012. LB 1161 eliminated the exemption in LB 1 (applicable to pending federal permit applications, since there was no longer any federal applicant that met this requirement) and giving any new oil pipeline carrier two choices – comply with the LB 4 gubernatorial approval or comply with MOPSA. LB 1161 allowed NDEE to continue to review the TransCanada route although a federal permit was no longer pending with costs to be reimbursed by TransCanada. It also allowed TransCanada to seek Governor approval of the route if TransCanada reapplied for a presidential permit or alternatively follow the MOPSA process. 


During the public hearing on LB 1161, there was testimony to suggest that there was only one pipeline carrier that was currently subject to the bill’s provisions, TransCanada. The Legislature’s Natural Resources Committee Statement says that “LB 1161 would provide a mechanism for the state's Department of Environmental Quality to continue its pipeline route evaluation that was authorized in LB 4, passed last fall during the 2011 special session.  The Legislature passed LB 4, which created a process that authorized the Department of Environmental Quality to collaborate with a federal agency for a National Environmental Policy Act review of oil pipeline projects.”[footnoteRef:1] There was also testimony that another pipeline carrier could possibly seek coverage under the bill, but was considered unlikely, since no other applications were pending and suggesting a potential applicant would have to apply prior to January 1, 2013.[footnoteRef:2] The Committee Statement unfortunately is not completely clear regarding the use of the Governor approval process into the future. The Nebraska Supreme Court referred to the legislative hearing testimony in its Thompson v. Heineman decision.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Natural Resources Committee Statement, L.B. 1161, 102d Leg. Sess. (Feb. 16, 2012).]  [2:  Natural Resources Committee Hearing, L.B. 1161, 102d Leg. Sess. (Feb. 16, 2012), see page 27 in particular regarding the Jan. 1, 2013 date. See reference to the Jan. 1, 2013 date in the Natural Resource Committee Statement of Intent for LB 1161 as well. ]  [3:  “Senator Smith testified at the committee hearing that L.B. 1161 was intended to decouple the DEQ’s efforts from those of the U.S. Department of State under federal law and to allow the DEQ to continue with its review of an alternative route for the Keystone XL pipeline. This decoupling was necessary because TransCanada did not have a permit request pending with the U.S. Department of State. And after the President denied TransCanada’s application for a permit, the DEQ had discontinued its review of a pipeline route in Nebraska. A representative of TransCanada testified in support of L.B. 1161 and stated that the company planned to reapply for a presidential permit. In response to concerns that other pipeline carriers could use L.B. 1161’s provisions in the future, TransCanada’s representative assured senators that this scenario was unlikely and that no other pipeline carrier was currently seeking to cross Nebraska. Page 807-8.] 



On January 24, 2017, President Trump invited TransCanada to reapply for a federal permit. TransCanada did so, and on February 16, 2017, TransCanada also applied for siting approval from the PSC under MOPSA. On November 20, 2017, the PSC issued an order approving the TransCanada application.


NEBRASKA SUPREME COURT CASES


The Nebraska Supreme Court has reviewed each of these two statutory processes for obtaining route approval for a major oil pipeline in Nebraska in separate opinions. 


Thompson v. Heineman, 289 Neb. 798 (Jan. 9, 2015) was a legal challenge by landowners who were opposed to construction of the pipeline. They challenged the constitutionality of LB 1161, particularly the gubernatorial approval process. The Supreme Court ruling was in effect a non-decision. Although a majority of the Court (4-3) found LB 1161 unconstitutional, this fell short of the 5 votes required by the Nebraska Constitution to find a legislative statute unconstitutional. The result of the ruling was the statute was constitutional by default because a majority of five members of the court did not find the statute unconstitutional. The decision turned on the jurisdictional question of who had standing to pursue the appeal without a vote on the constitutionality of the statute.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  “The majority’s opinion that the landowners have standing controls that issue. But because there are not five judges of this court voting on the constitutionality of L.B. 1161, the legislation must stand by default. Accordingly, we vacate the district court’s judgment.” P. 802. The Court found “The [district] court reasoned that the landowners’ challenge was limited to that part of L.B. 1161 that allows pipeline carriers to choose the DEQ’s review process and the Governor’s approval of a route. . . . concluded that L.B. 1161 completely divested the PSC of authority over carriers that make this election and thus violated article IV, § 20, of the Nebraska Constitution . . . . [and] . . . . concluded that L.B. 1161 must be declared void, as well as the Governor’s approval of TransCanada’s route, because it was premised on an unconstitutional statute.” Page 814. 
] 



While the Court was unable to reach a decision on the constitutionality of the statute, the majority opinion addressed the merits of the challenge and offered the opinion that “ . . . [F]our members of this court conclude that the [district] court correctly determined that L.B. 1161 is unconstitutional. L.B. 1161 unconstitutionally transfers to the Governor the PSC’s enumerated constitutional powers over common carriers. When a common carrier seeks the Governor’s approval of a pipeline route under the DEQ procedures, L.B. 1161 unconstitutionally gives the Governor the authority to approve the route and bestow the power of eminent domain on the carrier. The Nebraska Constitution prohibits this transfer of power.”[footnoteRef:5] The majority opinion went on to note that “No member of this court opines that the law is constitutional.”[footnoteRef:6] The remaining three justices in the minority, however, made no comment on the constitutional question. [5:  Page 847.]  [6:  Page 847.] 



TransCanada Keystone Pipeline LP v. Dunavan, 303 Neb. 872 (Aug. 23, 2019) was an appeal of the PSC route approval for the Keystone XL pipeline through Nebraska following the MOPSA process. The Court upheld the PSC decision. 


The Court stated “At the outset, we observe that this appeal comes to us in a completely different legal framework than we confronted in Thompson v. Heineman. While both cases involve the statutory process for obtaining route approval of an oil pipeline, the issues in this appeal are distinctly different from those in Thompson because here, route approval was sought from the PSC using the MOPSA procedure.”[footnoteRef:7] The Court acknowledged there are two avenues for route approval, under § 57-1503 and MOPSA, and the statutory language . . . “indicates that a pipeline carrier can pursue either process individually. The processes are independent of each other and should not be understood as the same thing. There are several differences. As described above, under § 57-1503 [of MOPSA], a pipeline carrier may not seek the Governor’s approval of an application until after the DEQ has utilized State funds to prepare a SEIS [supplemental environmental impact statement] and has submitted its evaluation to the Governor. In contrast, under MOPSA, a pipeline carrier initiates the proceedings, is required to prove that the route is in the public interest based on the PSC’s evaluation of multifaceted statutory criteria, and must pay for the application process. MOPSA does not require gubernatorial denial prior to initiating an application proceeding.”[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Page 875,]  [8:  Page 905-6.] 



COMMENTS


1. The Governor approval process set out in LB 1161 may be vulnerable to constitutional challenge again in the future. The Thompson v Heineman “non-decision” on constitutionality suggests another challenge at some point in the future would be successful. This would be difficult to predict given court turnover and other factors. 


2. The legislative history of LB 1161 suggests that the bill was part of a compromise to allow the TransCanada process to move forward without the intent to create a permanent second alternative siting process. Consider particularly the references in the legislative history to the January 1, 2013 date as the date after which no other pipeline carrier would meet the LB 1 exemption. Note, however, the LB 1161 removal of this exemption may make this intent less clear and open the door to future siting requests to the Governor. Consider also that TransCanada chose to eventually pursue siting under MOPSA and was successful. 


3. The MOPSA process before the PSC appears to have gone relatively smoothly for TransCanada when compared to the Governor approval process. The MOPSA-PSC process took approximately 2 years including court challenge while the Governor approval process took approximately 4 years including court challenge. 
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Supreme Court of Nebraska.


Randy Thompson et al., appellees and cross-appellants,


v.


Dave Heineman, in his official capacity as Governor of the State of Nebraska, et al., appellants and cross-appellees.


No. S–14–158 | Filed January 9, 2015


Synopsis


Background: Landowners opposed to construction of international crude oil pipeline brought action against Governor, director of Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), and the State Treasurer for declaratory judgment that statute giving authority to Governor over route was unconstitutional. The District Court, Lancaster County, Stephanie F. Stacy, J., 2014 WL 631609, determined that statute was unconstitutional. State appealed, and landowners filed cross-appeal.


 


Holdings: The Supreme Court, Connolly, J., held that:


 


[1] landowners had standing;


 


[2] supermajority provision of state constitution requiring concurrence of five judges to hold statute unconstitutional did not apply to question of taxpayer standing:


 


[3] legislature had passed no “specific legislation” to restrict Public Service Commission’s (PSC) regulatory powers over interstate carriers; and


 


[4] statute unconstitutionally transferred PSC’s enumerated powers over common carriers and gave to Governor authority to approve route and bestow power of eminent domain on carriers.


 


Vacated.


 


Heavican, C.J., Stephan, and Cassel, JJ., dissented in part, concurred in result in part, and filed opinion.


 








West Headnotes (59)
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IN re applICatIoN No. op-0003. 
traNsCaNada keystoNe pIpelINe, lp, et al., appellees aNd 



Cross-appellees, v. susaN aNd WIllIam duNavaN et al., 
appellaNts, yaNktoN sIoux trIbe of south dakota  



aNd poNCa trIbe of Nebraska, appellees aNd  
Cross-appellaNts, aNd sIerra Club, Nebraska  



Chapter, et al., appellees.
___ N.W.2d ___



Filed August 23, 2019.    No. S-17-1331.



 1. Jurisdiction: Appeal and Error. A jurisdictional question which does 
not involve a factual dispute is determined by an appellate court as a 
matter of law.



 2. Administrative Law: Statutes: Appeal and Error. The meaning and 
interpretation of statutes and regulations are questions of law for which 
an appellate court has an obligation to reach an independent conclusion 
irrespective of the decision made by the court below.



 3. Constitutional Law: Due Process. The determination of whether the 
procedures afforded to an individual comport with constitutional require-
ments for procedural due process presents a question of law.



 4. Public Service Commission: Appeal and Error. Under Neb. Rev. Stat. 
§ 75-136(2) (Reissue 2018), an appellate court reviews an order of the 
Nebraska Public Service Commission de novo on the record.



 5. Appeal and Error. In a review de novo on the record, an appellate court 
reappraises the evidence as presented by the record and reaches its own 
independent conclusions concerning the matters at issue.



 6. Administrative Law: Appeal and Error. Where the evidence is in con-
flict, the Supreme Court will consider and may give weight to the fact 
that the agency hearing examiner observed the witnesses and accepted 
one version of the facts rather than another.



 7. Constitutional Law: Public Service Commission. The Nebraska Public 
Service Commission is an independent regulatory body created by the 
Nebraska Constitution in article IV, § 20.
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 8. Public Service Commission. The determination of what is consistent 
with the public interest, or public convenience and necessity, is one 
that is peculiarly for the determination of the Nebraska Public Service 
Commission.



 9. Statutes: Appeal and Error. Statutory language is to be given its plain 
and ordinary meaning, and an appellate court will not resort to inter-
pretation to ascertain the meaning of statutory words which are plain, 
direct, and unambiguous.



10. Statutes: Legislature: Intent. Components of a series or collection of 
statutes pertaining to a certain subject matter are in pari materia and 
should be conjunctively considered and construed to determine the 
intent of the Legislature, so that different provisions are consistent, har-
monious, and sensible.



11. Evidence. Unless an exception applies, only a preponderance of evi-
dence is required in civil cases.



12. Trial: Evidence: Proof. The burden of proof is satisfied by actual proof 
of the facts, of which proof is necessary, regardless of which party intro-
duces the evidence.



13. Administrative Law: Pleadings. The rules of pleading are not applied 
in administrative proceedings as strictly as they are in court proceedings.



14. Administrative Law: Due Process: Notice. Due process requires notice 
and an opportunity for a full and fair hearing at some stage of the 
agency proceedings.



15. Notice: Waiver. It is generally held that participation in the hearing 
waives any defect in the notice.



16. Administrative Law: Appeal and Error. An appellate court will not 
consider an issue on appeal that was not presented to or passed upon by 
the administrative agency.



17. Interventions: Final Orders: Appeal and Error. An order denying 
intervention is a final order for purposes of appeal.



18. Administrative Law: Statutes. Agency regulations properly adopted 
and filed with the Secretary of State of Nebraska have the effect of 
statutory law.



19. Rules of Evidence: Hearsay: Statutes. The Nebraska Evidence Rules 
provide that hearsay is admissible when authorized by the statutes of the 
State of Nebraska.



20. Legislature: Courts: Evidence. The legislative branch has the right to 
prescribe the admissibility of certain categories of evidence, but it is 
solely a judicial function to determine the weight, if any, to be given 
such evidence.



21. Evidence: Appeal and Error. In a civil case, the admission or exclu-
sion of evidence is not reversible error unless it unfairly prejudiced a 
substantial right of the complaining party.
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22. Interventions: Pleadings. Intervenors can raise only issues that sustain 
or oppose the respective contentions of the original parties.



23. Interventions: Parties. An intervenor who is not an indispensable party 
cannot change the position of the original parties or change the nature 
and form of the action or the issues presented therein.



24. Interventions. An intervenor cannot widen the scope of the issues, 
broaden the scope or function of the proceedings, or raise questions 
which might be the subject of litigation but which are extraneous to the 
controlling question to be decided in the case.



Appeal from the Public Service Commission. Affirmed.



David A. Domina and Brian E. Jorde, of Domina Law 
Group, P.C., L.L.O., for appellants.



Douglas J. Peterson, Attorney General, L. Jay Bartel, David 
A. Lopez, and Lynn A. Melson for appellee Nebraska Public 
Power Service Commission.



James G. Powers and Patrick D. Pepper, of McGrath, North, 
Mullin & Kratz, P.C., L.L.O., for appellees TransCanada 
Keystone Pipeline, LP, et al.



Jennifer S. Baker and Leonika R. Charging, of Fredericks, 
Peebles & Morgan, L.L.P., for appellee Yankton Sioux Tribe.



Brad S. Jolly, of Brad S. Jolly & Associates, for appellee 
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska.



Kenneth C. Winston for appellee Sierra Club, Nebraska 
Chapter.



heavICaN, C.J., mIller-lermaN, Cassel, staCy, fuNke, 
papIk, and freudeNberg, JJ.



fuNke, J.
The Nebraska Public Service Commission (PSC) granted 



the application filed by TransCanada Keystone Pipeline, LP 
(TransCanada), pursuant to the Major Oil Pipeline Siting Act 
(MOPSA), Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 57-1401 to 57-1413 (Reissue 
2010 & Cum. Supp. 2018), for approval of a major oil pipeline 
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route and eminent domain authority. The PSC approved the 
“Mainline Alternative Route” (MAR), a 36-inch major oil pipe-
line and related facilities to be constructed through Nebraska, 
from the South Dakota border in Keya Paha County, Nebraska, 
to Steele City, Nebraska. The landowners, two Indian tribes, 
and the Sierra Club, Nebraska Chapter (Sierra Club), all inter-
vened in the proceedings. The landowners appealed, the Indian 
tribes cross-appealed, and the Sierra Club attempted to appeal 
from the PSC’s decision.



The intervenors raise numerous arguments on appeal. Each 
of these arguments raises issues of public concern and rep-
resents profound, deeply held beliefs. Upon de novo review 
of the PSC’s decision, we find the matters in controversy 
are resolved based on the determination of four overarching 
issues: The first, whether the PSC had jurisdiction to consider 
TransCanada’s application; the second, whether TransCanada 
met its burden of proof; the third, whether the PSC properly 
considered the MAR; and the fourth, whether the intervenors 
were afforded due process. We answer each of these questions 
in the affirmative.



At the outset, we observe that this appeal comes to us in a 
completely different legal framework than we confronted in 
Thompson v. Heineman.1 While both cases involve the statu-
tory process for obtaining route approval of an oil pipeline, 
the issues in this appeal are distinctly different from those in 
Thompson because here, route approval was sought from the 
PSC using the MOPSA procedure. In this opinion, we describe 
the procedures enacted by the Legislature to effectuate pro-
ceedings under MOPSA. We discuss the record in detail and 
show that TransCanada carried its burden of proving that the 
MAR is in the public interest. We then determine that the errors 
assigned by the intervenors are without merit. Accordingly, we 
affirm the PSC’s determination that approval of the MAR is in 
the public interest.



 1 Thompson v. Heineman, 289 Neb. 798, 857 N.W.2d 731 (2015).
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I. BACKGROUND
TransCanada is a limited partnership organized in Delaware 



with its principal place of business in Houston, Texas. In 2008, 
TransCanada applied for a presidential permit to construct a 
pipeline across the Canadian border into the United States. 
The proposed route would have passed through the Nebraska 
Sandhills at a time when no legal standards existed in Nebraska 
to constrain an oil pipeline carrier’s right to exercise eminent 
domain authority.2 In 2011, Gov. Dave Heineman called a 
special session of the Legislature to enact siting legislation for 
pipeline routing.



1. sItINg legIslatIoN
The Legislature enacted MOPSA, 2011 Neb. Laws, L.B. 1, 



§ 2, 1st Spec. Sess., which gave routing authority to the PSC, 
an independent regulatory body with duly elected officials.3 
MOPSA applies to a pipeline with an interior diameter larger 
than 6 inches that is built to transport petroleum products 
within, through, or across Nebraska.4 MOPSA requires a major 
oil pipeline carrier to apply for and obtain routing approval 
from the PSC before the carrier is authorized to exercise emi-
nent domain power pursuant to § 57-1101.5



MOPSA recognized that federal law preempts state regula-
tion of safety issues related to oil pipelines and that Nebraska’s 
laws cannot interfere with the federal government’s uniform 
standards for pipeline safety, operation, and maintenance.6 
Consequently, the Legislature enacted MOPSA to address 
“choosing the location of the route aside and apart from safety 
considerations.”7 With MOPSA, the Legislature  harnessed 



 2 See Neb. Rev. Stat. § 57-1101 (Reissue 2010).
 3 See, Neb. Rev. Stat. § 32-509 (Reissue 2016); Neb. Rev. Stat. § 75-101(1) 



(Reissue 2016).
 4 § 57-1404(2).
 5 See §§ 57-1402(1)(c) and 57-1408(1).
 6 § 57-1402(2).
 7 See id.
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Nebraska’s remaining sovereign powers with respect to oil 
pipeline construction, granted the PSC authority to conduct 
proceedings and decide applications, and determined that 
“[t]he construction of major oil pipelines in Nebraska is in the 
public interest of Nebraska . . . .”8



In the same special session, the Legislature enacted 2011 
Neb. Laws, L.B. 4, 1st Spec. Sess., which created a sepa-
rate procedural avenue for a pipeline carrier to obtain route 
approval. Independent from the MOPSA process, § 3 of L.B. 4 
authorized Nebraska’s Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) to collaborate with any federal agency for the prep-
aration of a supplemental environmental impact statement 
(SEIS) for oil pipelines within, through, or across Nebraska, 
in accordance with the review process under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, 42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq. 
(2012).9 Once completed, the DEQ was to submit the SEIS to 
the Governor, who then would have 30 days to indicate his or 
her approval of a route in writing to the relevant federal agen-
cies.10 Both L.B. 1 and L.B. 4 were passed with an emergency 
clause and became effective on the same date, November 
23, 2011.



On January 18, 2012, the President of the United States 
denied TransCanada’s permit application. On April 17, 2012, 
the Legislature passed and the Governor approved 2012 Neb. 
Laws, L.B. 1161, which amended L.B. 1 and L.B. 4. In its orig-
inal form, MOPSA did not apply to TransCanada, because the 
legislation contained an exemption for a pipeline carrier which 
had a pending application for a presidential permit.11 L.B. 1161 
eliminated that exemption, which led TransCanada to seek to 
obtain route approval from the PSC under MOPSA.12



 8 § 57-1403(3).
 9 L.B. 4, § 3(1).
10 L.B. 4, § 3(4).
11 L.B. 1, § 5(2).
12 L.B. 1161, § 4.
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L.B. 1161 amended § 3 of L.B. 4 so that the DEQ could 
either prepare the SEIS through collaboration with federal 
agencies, as L.B. 4 originally had provided, or could indepen-
dently evaluate a route submitted by a pipeline carrier “for the 
stated purpose of being included in a federal agency’s or agen-
cies’ National Environmental Policy Act review process.”13 
This amendment allowed the DEQ to continue to review pos-
sible routes for the Keystone XL pipeline project, which the 
DEQ had ceased reviewing following the President’s denial of 
TransCanada’s application for permit.



In conducting an independent evaluation of a proposed 
route, L.B. 1161 required the DEQ to hold at least one public 
hearing, provide opportunities for public review and comment, 
and analyze “the environmental, economic, social, and other 
impacts associated with the proposed route and route alterna-
tives in Nebraska.”14 The DEQ would then submit its evalu-
ation of the pipeline route to the Governor, and the pipeline 
carrier could then seek the Governor’s approval of the route.15 
L.B. 1161 provided that a pipeline carrier’s authorization 
to exercise eminent domain power expires “[i]f condemna-
tion procedures have not been commenced within two years 
after the date the Governor’s approval is granted or after the 
date of receipt of an order approving an application under 
[MOPSA].”16



2. traNsCaNada modIfIes route
In 2012, TransCanada modified the original route, which 



would have passed through the Nebraska Sandhills, based 
on recommendations provided by the DEQ. On September 5, 
2012, TransCanada filed a supplemental environmental report 
with the DEQ regarding the “reroute.” The “reroute” avoided 



13 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 57-1503(1)(a)(i) (Cum. Supp. 2018).
14 Id.
15 See, § 57-1503(4); § 57-1101 (Cum. Supp. 2018).
16 § 57-1101 (Cum. Supp. 2018).
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the Sandhills and other areas of fragile soils and shallow 
groundwater identified by the DEQ. On January 3, 2013, the 
DEQ submitted a final evaluation report to the Governor in 
accordance with L.B. 1161. On January 22, the Governor 
approved the “reroute” in a letter to the President and the U.S. 
Department of State (the Department), asking that the DEQ’s 
evaluation be included in the federal SEIS report. TransCanada 
filed condemnation actions, which were later dismissed follow-
ing litigation challenging the constitutionality of L.B. 1161.



More than 2 years passed after the Governor’s approval of the 
route, and TransCanada no longer proceeded on that approval. 
On January 24, 2017, the President invited TransCanada to 
resubmit its permit application, which TransCanada accom-
plished 2 days later. On February 16, TransCanada filed an 
application with the PSC for approval of a major oil pipeline 
route. On March 23, the Department granted TransCanada a 
presidential permit.



3. traNsCaNada’s applICatIoN to psC
TransCanada’s application to the PSC sought approval of 



a route designated as the “Preferred Route” (PR), which was 
“refined to reflect the recommendations made by the [DEQ] 
and the Governor’s approval.” The “reroute” submitted to 
the DEQ in 2012 “was used as the basis for developing the 
[PR].” The PR is 275.2 miles long and begins at the Nebraska-
South Dakota border in Keya Paha County and passes through 
the Nebraska counties of Keya Paha, Boyd, Holt, Antelope, 
Boone, Nance, Merrick, Polk, York, Fillmore, and Saline 
before terminating in Steele City.



The application referred to two alternative routes, the MAR 
and the “Sandhills Alternative Route” (SAR). TransCanada 
developed each of the three routes with the goal of utiliz-
ing the “existing fixed starting point” at the Nebraska-South 
Dakota border in Keya Paha County, north of Mills, Nebraska, 
and the “existing fixed ending point” at the pump station in 
Steele City, which is the end point of the pipeline system 
already existing in Nebraska, known as Keystone I. Keystone I 
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runs north and south through the Nebraska counties of Cedar, 
Wayne, Stanton, Colfax, Butler, Seward, Saline, and Jefferson. 
The PR and the MAR run southeastward and were designed to 
avoid passing through the Sandhills, an ecological region as 
defined by the DEQ.



The PR would run across the southwest corner of Boyd 
County and then cross the Keya Paha River; enter Holt County 
crossing the Niobrara River; cross the Elkhorn River in 
Antelope County, through Boone County; and cross the Loup 
River in Nance County. The route would then turn and cross 
the northeastern corner of Merrick County; cross the Platte 
River; enter Polk County and continue south through York, 
Fillmore, and Saline Counties; and end in Jefferson County. 
The PR would parallel Keystone I for 7.3 miles and would 
require five pump stations.
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The SAR is the route TransCanada initially proposed in 
2008. TransCanada’s application stated: “Compared to the 
[SAR], the overall footprint of the [PR] represents less envi-
ronmental impact by avoiding the Sandhills region and mini-
mizing impacts to areas with characteristics similar to the 
Sandhills, including shallow groundwater and fragile soils.”



The MAR would “follow the [PR] for 110 miles to just 
south of the Elkhorn River in Antelope County, then head in 
a southeasterly direction across Madison and Stanton coun-
ties for approximately 43 miles to intercept [Keystone I],” and 
head south and parallel Keystone I for 97.6 miles, crossing 
Shell Creek and the Platte River in Colfax County. Based on 
the DEQ’s recommendation, TransCanada adjusted the route 
to divert from Keystone I for 29.8 miles to avoid the “Seward 
County Wellhead Protection Area.” The route then rejoins 
Keystone I and continues through Saline County to Jefferson 
County. The MAR would be 5 miles longer than the PR and 
would require a total of six pump stations.



TransCanada stated in the application that it viewed the PR 
to be superior to the MAR, because the MAR would require 
a greater total number of acres; increase the crossing of the 
ranges of federally recognized threatened and endangered spe-
cies; increase the crossing of highly erodible soils; increase the 
crossing of unusually sensitive ecological areas; and increase 
crossings of perennial streams, railroads, and roads. Despite 
the MAR’s advantages due to its co-location with Keystone I, 
TransCanada considered the PR to be more beneficial than the 
MAR, because the PR was shorter and required one fewer 
pump station.



The application included a reclamation and revegetation plan 
to fully restore lands disturbed by construction along the route 
to their preconstruction capabilities. Under the Oil Pipeline 
Reclamation Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 76-3301 to 76-3308 
(Reissue 2018), TransCanada is responsible for all reclama-
tion costs necessary as a result of constructing and operating 
the pipeline, except to the extent another party is determined 
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to be responsible.17 TransCanada intends to revegetate the 
pipeline right-of-way as near as practicable to preconstruc-
tion conditions to ensure equivalent land capability following 
construction and the establishment of native plant communities 
along the pipeline. TransCanada represented that it will abide 
by § 76-3304(3) and keep its reclamation and maintenance 
obligations until the pipeline is permanently decommissioned 
or removed.



The application specified that the pipeline would be 36 inches 
in diameter for the entire length of the route. Construction 
would occur in a linear segmented fashion within a 110-foot-
wide construction right-of-way, consisting of a 60-foot tem-
porary right-of-way and a 50-foot permanent easement. The 
width of the construction right-of-way may be decreased or 
increased to address natural resource or engineering concerns. 
Moreover, TransCanada stated it will adjust the route “to the 
extent practicable” to avoid culturally significant sites. In addi-
tion to the installation of the pipeline, the PR required the con-
struction and operation of permanent aboveground structures, 
including 5 pump stations and 19 intermediate mainline valves. 
The pump stations would be built on purchased land ranging 
from 7 to 17 acres. Each intermediate mainline valve would be 
constructed within a fenced site, approximately 50 feet by 50 
feet, located within the 50-foot-wide easement.



TransCanada concluded its application by stating that the 
PR had been thoroughly evaluated by federal and state agen-
cies, was designed to mitigate impacts to natural resources, 
and ensured minimal impacts to the orderly development and 
growth of the region. In its prayer for relief, TransCanada 
requested an order from the PSC that the PR is in the pub-
lic interest.



4. prehearINg matters
The PSC published notice of TransCanada’s application in 



The Daily Record, a legal newspaper in Omaha, Nebraska, on 



17 § 76-3304(1).
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February 20, 2017, and set the deadline for formal intervention 
for March 22. TransCanada filed proof of service of its appli-
cation on the agencies listed in § 57-1407(3), as well as proof 
of notice to Antelope, Boone, Boyd, Fillmore, Holt, Jefferson, 
Keya Paha, Merrick, Nance, Polk, Saline, and York Counties. 
TransCanada later filed proof that notice of the application was 
filed in newspapers of general circulation in those counties.



Numerous groups and individuals filed petitions to inter-
vene in the proceedings based on property, economic, natural 
resource, social, cultural, and territorial interests. On March 
30, 2017, TransCanada filed objections to certain petitions for 
intervention, arguing that the asserted legal rights or interests 
would not be affected due to the narrow scope of the proceed-
ings. TransCanada argued that MOPSA does not provide a 
forum to litigate whether or not a major oil pipeline should be 
constructed, but instead is limited to the issue of whether or not 
to approve a particular pipeline route.



On March 31, 2017, the hearing officer for the PSC issued an 
“Order on Formal Intervention Petitions.” The order explained 
that, under § 57-1408(2), the applicable statutory deadline for 
the PSC’s decision was “eight months after the issuance of a 
presidential permit authorizing the construction of the major oil 
pipeline.” The presidential permit for the pipeline was issued 
on March 23, which meant that the PSC was required to issue 
its final decision on the application by November 23. The order 
stated that the decisions on the petitions for intervention were 
reached by balancing the strict deadline under MOPSA with 
the need to produce a complete record and afford all interested 
parties an opportunity to be heard.



The order granted petitions for formal intervention filed by 
the landowners with no limitations or conditions. The order 
granted petitions for formal intervention filed by three dif-
ferent unions: the Midwest Regional Office of the Laborers 
International Union of America (LiUNA); the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local Union No. 265; and 
the United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the 
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Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of the United States and 
Canada, AFL-CIO (UA). The order imposed conditions on the 
unions’ participation by ordering them to jointly offer testi-
mony from one witness at the public hearing, participate in 
limited discovery, collaborate on cross-examination of up to 1 
hour per witness, and submit one joint brief.



The order granted petitions for formal intervention filed 
by the Ponca Tribe of Nebraska (Ponca) and the Yankton 
Sioux Tribe of South Dakota (Yankton Sioux). Ponca’s peti-
tion stated it had a direct interest in the proceedings because 
the routes pass through its traditional, aboriginal, and federally 
recognized territory, which contains “historic, cultural, sacred 
and archaeological natural resources.” Yankton Sioux’s petition 
stated that the proposed pipeline would “traverse [its] ancestral 
territory” and that it had an interest in preserving “cultural, 
spiritual, and historic sites.” The hearing officer found that 
“neither petition cite[d] a legally cognizable current real prop-
erty interest in land encompassing the route,” but noted that 
§ 57-1407(4)(d) requires the PSC “to consider evidence of the 
social impacts of the project,” and found that evaluating social 
impacts could encompass cultural, anthropological, and histori-
cal issues. The order imposed conditions on the tribes’ petitions 
similar to those imposed on the unions.



The order granted petitions for formal intervention, subject 
to the same or similar conditions, filed by groups and indi-
viduals asserting environmental and natural resource interests, 
including Bold Alliance and the Sierra Club. The order stated 
that under MOPSA, the PSC is prohibited from evaluating 
safety considerations such as “the risk or impact of spills 
or leaks from the major oil pipeline,” but found that the 
PSC could appropriately consider issues such as the proposed 
route’s “environmental impact, soil permeability, distance to 
groundwater, and impact on plant life and wildlife.”



The order on the petitions for intervention concluded with 
a separate section devoted to addressing the MAR. The order 
stated that “[MOPSA] requires the [PSC] to consider whether 
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any other utility corridor exists that could feasibly and benefi-
cially be used for the route of the major oil pipeline,” and that 
the MAR “partially parallels [Keystone I].” The order there-
fore “encourage[d] all parties to provide evidence regarding 
the feasibility and potential benefits and/or drawbacks of the 
[MAR].” The order granted each intervenor group permission 
to call an additional witness and offer accompanying exhibits 
to provide evidence concerning the MAR. The order noted that 
the SAR “was previously rejected by Nebraska authorities” and 
therefore has “already effectively been determined to not be a 
viable option.”



On April 5, 2017, the hearing officer entered a case man-
agement order. The order set a prehearing conference for July 
31 and announced that a public hearing on TransCanada’s 
application would commence on August 7 in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. The order stated that the PSC may hold public 
meetings “for the purpose of receiving input from the public” 
and that “[a]ny comments received will be made a part of 
the permanent record of this proceeding.” All parties were 
required to submit written testimony in advance and make 
witnesses available for cross-examination at the public hear-
ing. The order stated that “any/all Hearing Officer Orders . . . 
will apply to and bind all parties, will control the course of 
the proceedings, and may be modified only by order of the 
Hearing Officer.”



The PSC published notice of the public hearing on 
TransCanada’s application in The Daily Record newspaper 
on April 11, 2017. The notice also announced that the PSC 
would hold a public meeting in Lincoln on April 18. The PSC 
published notice of its August 7 public hearing in newspapers 
in counties along the MAR and the PR, and sent letters to the 
governing bodies of the cities and counties along both routes 
notifying them that the pipeline route could pass through their 
jurisdiction and seeking their views on whether that would be 
in the public interest. The letters indicated that the application 
was available on the PSC’s website.
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On May 3, 2017, the PSC held a public meeting in York, 
Nebraska. On May 10, “after careful and thoughtful delibera-
tion and reflection of the variety of public comment received by 
the [PSC] at the [public meeting],” the hearing officer entered 
an order “[m]odifying [c]ase [m]anagement [p]lan and [i]nter-
vention [o]rder.” The order allowed each intervenor group to 
present testimony from two witnesses, in addition to a “witness 
regarding the [MAR] as detailed in the [intervention order].”



On June 7 and 28 and July 26, 2017, the PSC held addi-
tional public meetings in York, O’Neill, Norfolk, and Ralston, 
Nebraska, respectively, and received over 450 oral and written 
comments from the public.



5. publIC hearINg
The PSC held a public hearing on TransCanada’s application 



from August 7 to 10, 2017, in Lincoln. TransCanada submitted 
prefiled direct examination testimony from 10 witnesses, pre-
sented each witness for cross-examination, and filed rebuttal 
testimony from 6 witnesses. The landowner intervenors pre-
filed testimony from 61 witnesses and offered live testimony 
from 10 landowners and 1 expert witness. Ponca and Yankton 
Sioux each presented testimony from one witness. The natu-
ral resource intervenors presented testimony from three wit-
nesses, and the union groups presented testimony from two  
witnesses.



We provide a summary of the presentation of evidence at the 
public hearing, along with context added from the thousands of 
pages of pleadings, exhibits, testimony, and briefs in the record 
before the PSC.



(a) TransCanada Testimony
(i) Tony Palmer



Tony Palmer is the president of TransCanada Keystone 
Pipeline GP, LLC, and TransCanada Keystone, LLC, which 
together own 100 percent of TransCanada, a company orga-
nized for the purposes of owning and constructing pipelines 
which transport crude oil from Canada to the United States. 
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Palmer is responsible for development and oversight of the 
pipeline project. He testified in support of the request for 
approval of the PR as set forth in the application. Palmer stated 
the PR was designed by drawing the “shortest footprint . . . 
from Hardisty, Alberta, to Steele City.”



Palmer estimated the initial use of the pipeline would be 
20 years, which could be extended to 50 years if it was well 
maintained. Palmer confirmed that TransCanada is responsible 
for all reclamation costs associated with the project, unless 
another party is determined to be responsible. Palmer repre-
sented that TransCanada and all affiliated parties will not claim 
any tax deductions, exemptions, credits, refunds, or rebates 
under the Nebraska Advantage Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 77-5701 
to 77-5735 (Reissue 2009), and testified that “we do not con-
sider selling the route an option.” Palmer stated that based on 
TransCanada’s studies and the studies conducted by the DEQ 
and the Department, he considered the PR to be superior to 
the MAR.



(ii) Paul Fuhrer
Paul Fuhrer, the project manager for TransCanada USA 



Services Inc., testified regarding the construction process for 
the proposed pipeline and pump stations. Fuhrer stated the 
top of the pipeline will sit a minimum of 4 feet below the 
surface of land, and a minimum of 25 feet below the surface 
of a water stream. Each pump station will be placed an aver-
age of 55 miles apart and utilize approximately 8 to 10 acres 
of land, but could utilize up to 17 acres. Shutoff valves will 
be placed at intervals along the pipeline, based on hydraulics 
and other factors, and located within a 50-foot-by-50-foot 
fenced enclosure.



Fuhrer testified about the trenching operations designed 
to provide sufficient width and depth to support the pipeline. 
The construction and installation of a new pipeline would 
require segregating topsoil from subsoil 110 feet across, and 
digging trenches that are approximately 8 feet wide and 7 
feet deep.
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(iii) Ernie Goss
Dr. Ernie Goss, a professor of economics at Creighton 



University and the principal of the “Goss Institute,” testified 
regarding his “socioeconomic” impacts report. Goss concluded 
that the pipeline project would generate economic activity in 
Nebraska such as sales, wages, and jobs, and would contribute 
to the state and local tax bases. He estimated that construction 
of the pipeline would result in positive state and local tax rev-
enue to exceed $264 million through the year 2034. Goss con-
cluded that during the 2-year construction period, the project 
would generate a total of over $890 million in Nebraska, with a 
labor income of $326.6 million supporting an average of 3,397 
jobs per year. He estimated that, during the operations period 
from 2020 through 2034, there would be an economic impact 
in Nebraska of $1.2 billion in output/sales, with labor income 
of $415.5 million supporting an average of 371.7 jobs per year. 
For property tax purposes, Goss considered the pipeline to be a 
15-year asset which would depreciate out, except to the extent 
that facilities are added, replaced, or maintained.



Goss employed an input-output method, a type of applied 
economics analysis that “tracks the interdependence among 
various producing and consuming sectors of an economy.” 
For example, Goss asserted that each $1 million TransCanada 
spends on construction would create a net economic gain of 
$286,522 in Nebraska and that each $1 million TransCanada 
spends on operation would create a net gain of $150,000. Goss 
used “IMPLAN” software in forecasting the economic impact 
of the pipeline. IMPLAN combines input-output analysis with 
regional-specific statistics. Goss stated that IMPLAN is a 
widely used and accepted multiplier system, but agreed that 
IMPLAN is limited in its ability to determine whether “jobs 
or output are new or already existing and are simply being 
reallocated from other uses.”



Goss’ report did not disclose the scope of his engagement, 
but he stated that he was engaged to update his report, initially 
published in 2013, to reflect the most current data. He did not 
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recall how much he had been paid by TransCanada. He admit-
ted the report was not peer reviewed and stated: “The goal was 
to do a study that made sense to the woman and man on the 
street . . . .”



(iv) Sandra Barnett
Sandra Barnett, an environmental specialist for TransCanada 



Corporation, testified regarding environmental issues. Her tes-
timony reiterated TransCanada’s commitment to comply with 
the Oil Pipeline Reclamation Act and to minimize potential 
impacts on land areas and natural resources. Barnett admit-
ted that for affected cropland, “[t]here would be temporary 
yield loss during construction and perhaps for a period of 
time afterward,” but stated that TransCanada will reclaim and 
revegetate the right-of-way and work with the affected land-
owners to return it “as close as we can make it” to preconstruc-
tion condition.



Barnett stated that if a dispute occurs between TransCanada 
and a landowner about the postconstruction condition of land, 
the parties will reach a resolution by consulting the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a division of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, or other agencies, and include them 
in the discussion in order to reach a resolution. Regarding sur-
face water resources, Barnett admitted that during construction, 
there potentially will be temporary degradation to groundwater 
quality and aquatic habitat, as well as bank stability.



(v) John Beaver
John Beaver, a project manager, ecologist, and reclama-



tion specialist with an environmental services company, has 
been the senior reclamation specialist and special-status 
species biologist for the project since 2009. He stated that 
TransCanada will monitor the condition of the right-of-way 
during the pipeline’s entire operational life. He admitted that 
TransCanada’s land surveys and “Construction Mitigation 
and Reclamation Plan” (CMRP) for Nebraska have not been 
updated since 2012.
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(vi) Michael Portnoy
Michael Portnoy, the president and chief executive officer 



of an environmental consulting and engineering firm, is the 
lead hydrologist and project manager for soil permeability and 
distance-to-groundwater surveys. He has academic degrees in 
geology, geochemistry, hydrology, and business administration. 
He testified that there is a wide diversification of soil along the 
PR; he did not separately study the soil along the MAR.



(vii) Dr. Jon Schmidt
Dr. Jon Schmidt, vice president of the management con-



tractor for the pipeline project, helped prepare TransCanada’s 
application. He testified the application compared the different 
routes based on the number of acres disturbed, federally listed 
threatened and endangered species, amount of highly erodible 
soils, ecologically sensitive areas, and number of crossings of 
perennial streams, railroads, and roads. He did not analyze the 
route referred to as the “I-90 Route,” which would co-locate 
with the entire length of Keystone I.



On cross-examination, Schmidt agreed that the MAR “ha[d] 
potential environmental benefits due to its co-location with 
[Keystone I].” He agreed that the PR crosses five Nebraska 
rivers and the MAR crosses only two rivers, but stated the 
MAR crosses more “perennial waterbodies.” He agreed that 
according to a map received in evidence, both the PR and the 
MAR cross the “Ponca Trail of Tears.”



(viii) Meera Kothari
Meera Kothari, a professional engineer and manager for 



TransCanada, helped prepare the section of the application 
which addressed the possible routes. She agreed that the MAR 
could “feasibly” and “beneficially” be used in Nebraska. She 
testified that the MAR’s deviation from Keystone I in Seward 
County was to “avoid the wellhead protection area based 
on the feedback from the DEQ” and confirmed that “there 
are no wellhead protection area issues on either” the PR or  
the MAR.
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(b) Landowner Intervenors  
Testimony



The PSC heard testimony from the landowners focusing on 
issues of soil compaction, topsoil loss, wind and water erosion, 
soil blowouts and slides, adverse impacts to crops based on 
increased soil temperature, and proximity of pipeline construc-
tion to water sources. The landowners also provided expert 
testimony on the issue of economic impact.



(i) Arthur Tanderup
Arthur Tanderup owns farmland in Antelope County. He 



and his wife conduct no-till, irrigated farming and raise corn, 
native corn, soybeans, and rye. He described his land as highly 
erodible and testified that construction will interfere with the 
topsoil and the benefits of no-till farming.



(ii) Frank Morrison
Frank Morrison owns farmland in Antelope County, where 



he and his wife produce popcorn, edible beans, and peanuts. 
The land farmed by Morrison contains 65 irrigation wells. 
He testified the proposed route runs approximately 11⁄2 miles 
from his processing facilities and intersects his property almost 
in half.



(iii) Robert Krutz
Robert Krutz owns land in Antelope County. He and his 



wife raise “natural beef,” corn, and soybeans. Krutz testified 
that the construction could put his natural beef certification at 
risk, which would affect his market sales. He stated his con-
cerns about the continued revegetation of his land which sup-
ports his livestock.



(iv) Jeanne Crumly
Jeanne Crumly owns land in Holt County. She and her 



husband conduct no-till, irrigated farming and raise corn, soy-
beans, hay, and potatoes. She testified that the pipeline will 
impact erodible and permeable soils.
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(v) Bonny Kilmurry
Bonny Kilmurry owns land in Holt County. She and her 



husband have a cow-calf operation, and they harvest hay 
from pastureland. Her land contains subirrigated meadows 
with water close to the surface, as well as highly erodible soils, 
which she described as being similar to Sandhills land.



(vi) Diana Steskal
Diana Steskal owns land in Holt County. Steskal owns 



no-till, irrigated farmland that produces wheat, corn, soybeans, 
edible beans, and popcorn, and she urged for the protection of 
the natural resources on her land.



(vii) Andy Grier
Andy Grier is a manager of a ranch in Holt County. He tes-



tified about the pipeline’s crossing of the Niobrara River, the 
potential soil erosion from land clearing, and the proximity of 
the pipeline to his ranch’s water supplies.



(viii) Robert Allpress
Robert Allpress owns ranchland on the eastern border of 



Keya Paha County. He stated the proposed route will cross 
through fragile soil that is susceptible to blowouts and slides 
and that many plants and animals will be endangered. He testi-
fied he has observed a bald eagle’s nest and whooping cranes 
in areas near his property. In addition, he testified that mem-
bers of the Ponca and Yankton Sioux have surveyed his prop-
erty and have identified “culturally significant sites.”



(ix) Dr. Michael O’Hara
Dr. Michael O’Hara, an economics professor at the 



University of Nebraska at Omaha, analyzed the economic 
impact of the proposed pipeline in Nebraska and reviewed 
Goss’ socioeconomic report. O’Hara opined that the pipeline 
would decrease the value of property on the route by approxi-
mately 15 percent, and he concluded that the pipeline would 
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“reduce the emotional attitude of property owners towards 
their property.” On cross-examination, he admitted that he 
did not evaluate the Department’s conclusion that the proj-
ect would not have a negative impact on property values and 
would have a positive economic impact through job creation 
and earnings. He opined that the project would create few 
permanent jobs. He disagreed with Goss’ conclusions about 
the increased property tax revenues generated by the pipeline, 
but acknowledged that TransCanada will be obligated to pay 
significant sales and use taxes.



(c) Yankton Sioux Testimony
Jason Cooke, a member of the Yankton Sioux’s business 



and claims committee, the executive body of Yankton Sioux, 
testified the pipeline would cross the tribe’s ancestral territory 
and would disturb cultural resources. Cooke said he expected 
that the pipeline would encounter burials, ceremonial areas, 
historic trails, and food and medicine gathering areas. In 
addition, he objected to a temporary camp that TransCanada 
may build for its pipeline workers approximately 40 miles 
from a Yankton Sioux reservation. Cooke stated that such 
camps are a source of violence and drugs and that the 
pipeline workers would be drawn to the tribe’s casino in  
South Dakota.



(d) Ponca Testimony
Shannon Wright, the Ponca’s tribal historic preservation 



officer, stated that the PR and the MAR cross the Ponca Trail 
of Tears and that construction of either route could damage 
or destroy historic sites. Wright stated that the MAR would 
cross near Ponca’s service areas in the Nebraska counties of 
Boyd, Holt, Madison, Stanton, and Platte. Wright agreed that 
impacts from construction would be alleviated if TransCanada 
conducted the cultural surveys identified in the “Programmatic 
Agreement” (PA) and that there will be time before construc-
tion for TransCanada to complete these surveys.
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(e) Natural Resources Intervenors Testimony
(i) Dr. Paul Johnsgard



Dr. Paul Johnsgard, a University of Nebraska-Lincoln profes-
sor emeritus of biological sciences, has extensively researched 
the biology of whooping cranes. Johnsgard asserted that the 
pipeline would require placing additional electric transmission 
lines in the whooping cranes’ central migration path. He agreed 
that the risk posed by the project is “small.”



(ii) Dr. Thomas David Hayes
Dr. Thomas David Hayes, the lead scientist and executive 



director of a nonprofit corporation providing research and 
technical services on environmental matters, testified the pipe-
line project would adversely impact natural resources “due to 
decreased soil permeability and increased soil compaction in 
both natural areas and croplands.” He further stated that con-
struction would “seriously deplete native prairie.” Comparing 
the PR and the MAR, Hayes concluded that “the [MAR’s] 
impact upon federally listed species is significantly less than 
that of the [PR], primarily due to the [MAR’s] impacting 
84.6 fewer miles of whooping crane habitat.” He stated that 
the application



downplays the measurable benefits of co-locating the 
[MAR]. With 88.3 and 102.2 more miles, respectively, 
of pipeline and total co-location, compared to the [PR], 
the [MAR] substantially decreases its overall impact 
by reworking far more industrially impacted areas and, 
consequently, reducing impacts to relatively undisturbed 
land. . . . [I]n this manner, irreparable damage to impor-
tant natural resources, including native soils and grass-
lands, is proportionally reduced.



(iii) Joseph Trungale
Joseph Trungale, a consultant specializing in hydrology 



and instream flows, testified about the physical, chemical, 
and biological impacts associated with the pipeline’s interac-
tion with stream channels. He stated there was insufficient 
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information about mitigation of stream channel erosion and 
that shallow aquifers could be affected.



(f) Economic Intervenors Testimony
(i) David Barnett



David Barnett, an international representative assigned to the 
pipeline and gas distribution department for UA, testified that 
UA has worked with TransCanada on several recent projects 
and that the pipeline project would have a positive economic 
impact on UA. He estimated that UA could expect 564 jobs for 
the construction phase of the project.



(ii) Bill Gerhard
Bill Gerhard, a special representative of LiUNA, testified 



that the pipeline project would have a positive economic 
impact on LiUNA and its members. He stated the project 
would create several different types of energy-related jobs, 
including pipeline construction and pump station jobs.



6. ClosINg argumeNts
In their written closing remarks, the landowner intervenors 



argued that TransCanada’s application should be denied for 
failure of proof. The landowners argued in the alternative that 
the PSC had the power to approve an alternate route, so long 
as the route followed Keystone I.



Bold Alliance and the Sierra Club asserted in their written 
closing argument that “[the] PSC has the authority to approve 
or disapprove of each route location by considering the ben-
efits and feasibility of each of the proposed routes.” They 
argued that the PR should be denied, because it has more nega-
tive impacts than the MAR, and that the PSC should approve 
the I-90 Route.



Ponca opposed both the PR and the MAR. Yankton Sioux 
argued about the risks associated with the camps for pipeline 
workers. The unions urged the PSC’s approval of the applica-
tion, because the project would bring jobs and other tangible 
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economic benefits to their members and the communities in 
which they reside and work.



7. psC’s order graNtINg  
traNsCaNada’s applICatIoN



On November 20, 2017, the PSC issued an order approving 
TransCanada’s application, by a 3-to-2 vote, and finding the 
MAR to be in the public interest. The PSC began its findings by 
stating that MOPSA limits the PSC’s authority to “a review of 
the proposed route only. The [PSC] is not to determine whether 
or not the pipeline project, or the pipeline itself, should be 
built.” (Emphasis in original.) The PSC further stated, “[T]he 
Legislature has given the [PSC] the limited responsibility of 
determining whether the route of the pipeline is in the public 
interest.” In making its public interest determination, the PSC 
discussed and analyzed each of the eight factors for consider-
ation under § 57-1407(4), which provides:



The pipeline carrier shall have the burden to establish that 
the proposed route of the major oil pipeline would serve 
the public interest. In determining whether the pipeline 
carrier has met its burden, the commission shall not eval-
uate safety considerations, including the risk or impact of 
spills or leaks from the major oil pipeline, but the com-
mission shall evaluate:



(a) Whether the pipeline carrier has demonstrated com-
pliance with all applicable state statutes, rules, and regu-
lations and local ordinances;



(b) Evidence of the impact due to intrusion upon 
natural resources and not due to safety of the proposed 
route of the major oil pipeline to the natural resources of 
Nebraska, including evidence regarding the irreversible 
and irretrievable commitments of land areas and con-
nected natural resources and the depletion of beneficial 
uses of the natural resources;



(c) Evidence of methods to minimize or mitigate the 
potential impacts of the major oil pipeline to natural 
resources;
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(d) Evidence regarding the economic and social impacts 
of the major oil pipeline;



(e) Whether any other utility corridor exists that could 
feasibly and beneficially be used for the route of the 
major oil pipeline;



(f) The impact of the major oil pipeline on the orderly 
development of the area around the proposed route of the 
major oil pipeline;



(g) The reports of the agencies filed pursuant to sub-
section (3) of this section; and



(h) The views of the governing bodies of the counties 
and municipalities in the area around the proposed route 
of the major oil pipeline.



The PSC found that TransCanada had produced sufficient 
evidence to satisfy the relevant statutory considerations. The 
PSC gave significant weight to subsection (e), and ultimately 
approved the MAR rather than the PR based on that subsec-
tion. The PSC found that the MAR utilized an existing utility 
corridor, Keystone I, for approximately 100 miles. The PSC 
declined to approve the I-90 Route, because TransCanada’s 
construction permit in South Dakota required crossing into 
Nebraska in Keya Paha County, and the entry point for the I-90 
Route is over 100 miles to the east.



The PSC found that “the [PR] fails to take advantage of 
any opportunity to co-locate with the existing utility corridor 
represented by Keystone I, and therefore we are unable to con-
clude that the [PR] is in the public interest.” The PSC relied 
on testimony provided by TransCanada’s engineer, Kothari, 
who stated that the MAR was viable and beneficial. The PSC 
stated, “We see many benefits to maximizing the co-location 
of the Keystone XL Pipeline with Keystone I. It is in the pub-
lic interest for the pipelines to be in closer proximity to each 
other, so as to maximize monitoring resources and increase the 
efficiency of response times.” The PSC further agreed with the 
intervenors that the MAR impacts fewer miles of endangered 
species and has other comparative environmental benefits. The 
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PSC stated, “[TransCanada] cites the additional [5] miles in 
length and one . . . additional pumping station as negatives 
against the [MAR]. However, we feel the benefits of maximiz-
ing co-location opportunities and utilizing the existing utility 
corridor that is . . . Keystone I . . . outweighs these concerns.” 
The PSC found that the MAR “is in the public interest and 
shall be approved,” and granted TransCanada’s application.



8. motIoNs for reCoNsIderatIoN
Several parties moved for reconsideration. TransCanada’s 



motion requested leave to file an amended application “to make 
the [MAR] [TransCanada’s] [PR].”18 Following oral argument, 
the PSC denied the motions. The landowner intervenors filed a 
notice of appeal. We moved the case to our docket on our own 
motion pursuant to our authority to regulate the caseloads of 
the appellate courts of this state.19



II. ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR
The landowners assign, restated and consolidated, that (1) 



the PSC lacked jurisdiction to consider the application, (2) the 
PSC erred in finding that TransCanada sustained its burden of 
proof, (3) the PSC erred by approving the MAR, (4) the PSC 
erred in admitting hearsay evidence under § 57-1407(2) and 
(3), and (5) the PSC erred in denying the landowners proce-
dural due process. The landowners also assert constitutional 
challenges to various statutes.



On cross-appeal, Ponca assigns, restated, that (1) the PSC 
erred in limiting its participation to social and cultural issues 
and limiting its witnesses and cross-examination time; (2) 
the PSC erred in approving the MAR because TransCanada 
never applied for approval of the MAR, the notice require-
ments related to the MAR were not met, and TransCanada 
did not meet its burden of proof with respect to the MAR; 
and (3) the PSC erred in limiting its consideration of historic  



18 Brief for appellee TransCanada at 11.
19 See Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1106 (Cum. Supp. 2018).
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and cultural resources to those covered by the National 
Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. § 300101 et seq. (Supp. 
III 2015).



On cross-appeal, Yankton Sioux assigns, restated and con-
solidated, that the PSC erred by (1) approving a route which 
does not serve the public interest, (2) violating Yankton Sioux’s 
procedural due process and equal protection rights, and (3) 
applying § 84-912.02 of the Administrative Procedure Act 
(APA)20 instead of the PSC’s intervention regulations to limit 
Yankton Sioux’s participation. Yankton Sioux also joins in the 
errors assigned by the landowner appellants.



The Sierra Club filed a brief but did not include any assign-
ments of error.



III. STANDARD OF REVIEW
[1-3] A jurisdictional question which does not involve a 



factual dispute is determined by an appellate court as a matter 
of law.21 The meaning and interpretation of statutes and regula-
tions are questions of law for which an appellate court has an 
obligation to reach an independent conclusion irrespective of 
the decision made by the court below.22 The determination of 
whether the procedures afforded to an individual comport with 
constitutional requirements for procedural due process presents 
a question of law.23



[4-6] Under Neb. Rev. Stat. § 75-136(2) (Reissue 2018), 
an appellate court reviews an order of the PSC de novo on 
the record.24 In a review de novo on the record, an appellate 



20 Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 84-901 to 84-920 (Reissue 2014 & Cum. Supp. 2016).
21 In re Grand Jury of Douglas Cty., 302 Neb. 128, 922 N.W.2d 226 (2019).
22 In re Petition of Golden Plains Servs. Transp., 297 Neb. 105, 898 N.W.2d 



670 (2017).
23 Cain v. Custer Cty. Bd. of Equal., 298 Neb. 834, 906 N.W.2d 285 (2018).
24 In re Application No. B-1829, 293 Neb 485, 880 N.W.2d 51 (2016); 



Telrite Corp. v. Nebraska Pub. Serv. Comm., 288 Neb. 866, 852 N.W.2d 
910 (2014). See In re Claims Against Pierce Elevator, 291 Neb. 798, 868 
N.W.2d 781 (2015).
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court reappraises the evidence as presented by the record 
and reaches its own independent conclusions concerning the 
matters at issue.25 When an appellate court makes a de novo 
review, it does not mean that the court ignores the findings of 
fact made by the agency and the fact that the agency saw and 
heard the witnesses who appeared at its hearing.26 Where the 
evidence is in conflict, the Supreme Court will consider and 
may give weight to the fact that the agency hearing examiner 
observed the witnesses and accepted one version of the facts 
rather than another.27



Lastly, Neb. Ct. R. App. P. § 2-109(D)(1)(d), (e), and (f) 
(rev. 2014) requires that the brief of an appellant include a 
separate section for assignments of error, designated as such 
by a heading, and also requires that the section be located after 
a statement of the case and before a list of controlling propo-
sitions of law.28 When a party fails to follow the rules of the 
Nebraska Supreme Court, an appellate court may proceed as 
though the party had failed to file a brief or, alternatively, may 
examine the proceedings for plain error.29



The Sierra Club attempted to file an appeal in this case, but 
failed to set forth any assignment of error in its brief. In addi-
tion to considering the assignments of error raised by the land-
owners, Ponca, and Yankton Sioux, we will consider whether 
the PSC committed plain error. Plain error is error plainly 
evident from the record and of such a nature that to leave it 



25 Id.
26 See, Law Offices of Ronald J. Palagi v. Dolan, 251 Neb. 457, 558 N.W.2d 



303 (1997); Department of Health v. Lutheran Hosp. & Homes Soc., 227 
Neb. 116, 416 N.W.2d 222 (1987).



27 Dieter v. State, 228 Neb. 368, 422 N.W.2d 560 (1988).
28 Steffy v. Steffy, 287 Neb. 529, 843 N.W.2d 655 (2014); In re Interest of 



Jamyia M., 281 Neb. 964, 800 N.W.2d 259 (2011).
29 Steffy v. Steffy, supra note 28. See In re Interest of Jamyia M., supra 



note 28.
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uncorrected would result in damage to the integrity, reputation, 
or fairness of the judicial process.30



IV. ANALYSIS
[7] The PSC is an independent regulatory body created by 



the Nebraska Constitution in article IV, § 20.31 The powers 
and duties of the PSC include the “general control of common 
carriers as the Legislature may provide by law.”32 The constitu-
tional provision creating the PSC must be liberally construed to 
effectuate the purpose for which the PSC was created, which is 
to serve the public interest.33 In the absence of specific legisla-
tion, the powers and duties of the PSC, as enumerated in the 
constitution, are absolute and unqualified.34



[8] We have repeatedly said that the determination of what 
is consistent with the public interest, or public convenience 
and necessity, is one that is peculiarly for the determination 
of the PSC.35 “‘[C]ourts must give substantial deference to 
[the PSC’s] judgment about how best to serve the public 
interest.’”36 We have made this statement in recognition of the 
PSC’s status as a constitutional entity, and we have gone as far 
as to state that the “Supreme Court does not act as an appellate  



30 Id.
31 Amend v. Nebraska Pub. Serv. Comm., 298 Neb. 617, 905 N.W.2d 551 



(2018).
32 Neb. Const. art. IV, § 20.
33 See Myers v. Blair Tel. Co., 194 Neb. 55, 230 N.W.2d 190 (1975).
34 See State ex rel. State Railway Commission v. Ramsey, 151 Neb. 333, 37 



N.W.2d 502 (1949).
35 Dahlsten v. Harris, 191 Neb. 714, 217 N.W.2d 813 (1974). See, Andrews 



Van Lines, Inc. v. Smith, 187 Neb. 533, 192 N.W.2d 406 (1971); Nebraska 
State Railway Commission v. Chicago & N. W. Ry. Co., 187 Neb. 369, 
191 N.W.2d 438 (1971); Ace Gas, Inc. v. Peake, Inc., 184 Neb. 448, 168 
N.W.2d 373 (1969).



36 In re Application No. C-1889, 264 Neb. 167, 178, 647 N.W.2d 45, 54 
(2002).
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[PSC].”37 However, in 2013, the Legislature amended 
§ 75-136(2) to change our standard of review from errors 
appearing on the record, as provided under the APA, to “de 
novo on the record.”



We first addressed the “de novo on the record” standard of 
review for PSC cases in Telrite Corp. v. Nebraska Pub. Serv. 
Comm.38 Prior to the amendment, a party appealed from the 
PSC under the APA, and the initial appeal was taken to district 
court, which conducted a de novo review on the record of the 
agency.39 Our inquiry in appeals from a district court’s decision 
under the APA is limited to whether the decision conformed to 
the law, was supported by competent evidence, and was neither 
arbitrary, capricious, nor unreasonable.40 In Telrite Corp., we 
rejected the PSC’s argument that the previous, more deferential 
standard of review for an appellate court under the APA still 
applied after the amendment to § 75-136. In so finding, we 
stated that the PSC was not “due the same degree of deference 
it enjoyed” before the amendment.41



However, the issue of what deference is owed to the PSC 
regarding its public interest determinations is more nuanced 
than stated in Telrite Corp. Under MOPSA, the PSC views the 
witnesses and evaluates the strength of their testimony, receives 
comments from the public, investigates the issues presented in 
coordination with state agencies and authorized consultants, 
evaluates the public interest, and makes the initial decision 
of whether to approve an application and authorize eminent 
domain power. Under the circumstances, it is appropriate, even 
under a de novo standard of review, to adhere to the common 



37 In re Application of Crusader Coach Lines, 213 Neb. 53, 58, 327 N.W.2d 
98, 101 (1982). Accord In re Application of McCarty, 218 Neb. 637, 358 
N.W.2d 203 (1984).



38 Telrite Corp. v. Nebraska Pub. Serv. Comm., supra note 24.
39 See § 84-917(5).
40 Telrite Corp. v. Nebraska Pub. Serv. Comm., supra note 24.
41 Id., 288 Neb. at 874-75, 852 N.W.2d at 916.
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practice among appellate courts to afford appropriate deference 
to the findings of the agency before which the record was cre-
ated.42 We articulate this standard in light of the PSC’s being 
constitutionally created to serve the public interest.



1. psC had JurIsdICtIoN
The landowners and Yankton Sioux assert that the PSC 



lacked jurisdiction to approve TransCanada’s application 
because, under the appellants’ reading of MOPSA, the PSC 
cannot consider a route application unless the Governor has 
already considered and denied the application. We determine 
that under the plain language of MOPSA, prior gubernatorial 
denial is not required to initiate application proceedings before 
the PSC. MOPSA is an independent statutory process under 
which pipeline carriers may obtain route approval and eminent 
domain authority. Route approval by the Governor is not at 
issue in this case.



[9,10] Statutory language is to be given its plain and ordinary 
meaning, and an appellate court will not resort to interpretation 
to ascertain the meaning of statutory words which are plain, 
direct, and unambiguous.43 Components of a series or collec-
tion of statutes pertaining to a certain subject matter are in pari 
materia and should be conjunctively considered and construed 
to determine the intent of the Legislature, so that different  
provisions are consistent, harmonious, and sensible.44



The appellants’ argument is based upon § 57-1405(1), which 
provides:



If a pipeline carrier proposes to construct a major oil 
pipeline . . . and the pipeline carrier has submitted a route 
for an oil pipeline within, through, or across Nebraska 



42 See, Law Offices of Ronald J. Palagi v. Dolan, supra note 26; Dieter v. 
State, supra note 27; Department of Health v. Lutheran Hosp. & Homes 
Soc., supra note 26.



43 Mays v. Midnite Dreams, 300 Neb. 485, 915 N.W.2d 71 (2018).
44 Davio v. Nebraska Dept. of Health & Human Servs., 280 Neb. 263, 786 



N.W.2d 655 (2010).
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but the route is not approved by the Governor pursuant to 
section 57-1503, the pipeline carrier shall file an applica-
tion with the [PSC] and receive approval pursuant to sec-
tion 57-1408 prior to beginning construction . . . .



(Emphasis supplied.)
Under the appellants’ view, “the PSC may consider an appli-



cation for a route if, but only if, the Governor of Nebraska 
first considered, and declined to grant, the proposed pipeline 
route within or across the State.”45 According to the appel-
lants, “[d]isapproval is a prerequisite to PSC jurisdiction under 
§ 57-1405(1)”46 and “[t]he Governor must say ‘No’ first; then 
comes the PSC.”47



It is clear that the appellants’ interpretation is not strictly 
derived from the statutory text, but, rather, is an extrapola-
tion thereof. The language of § 57-1405(1) is not phrased as a 
jurisdictional prerequisite, but, rather, describes a process for 
applying for a pipeline route that has “not [been] approved by 
the Governor.” The appellants read the phrase “not approved 
by” to mean “must have first considered and denied.” We do 
not agree. Logically, one can “not approve” something by tak-
ing no action. The phrase “not approved by” does not require 
the Governor to be the first to consider the application or to 
consider the application at all. As we explained in the back-
ground section of this opinion, the MOPSA application process 
is one of two options the Legislature has enacted to enable a 
pipeline carrier to pursue route approval. Though we conduct 
a textual analysis as to whether § 57-1405(1) or § 57-1101 
authorizes the PSC to consider TransCanada’s application, 
we offer no opinion as to the constitutionality of § 57-1101 
or other references to the power of the Governor to approve 
the route.



Sections 57-1405(1) and 57-1101 relate to the same sub-
ject matter; they address the procedures available for a 



45 Brief for appellants at 14 (emphasis in original).
46 Id. at 17.
47 Id. at 15.
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pipeline carrier to obtain route approval under Nebraska law. 
The current versions of these sections were adopted by the 
Legislature in the same bill, 2012 Neb. Laws, L.B. 1161, and 
MOPSA makes specific reference to § 57-1101.48 Therefore, 
§§ 57-1405(1) and 57-1101 are in pari materia and we must 
construe them together.



Section 57-1101 provides in relevant part:
[F]or any major oil pipeline . . . to be placed in opera-
tion in the State of Nebraska . . . , any such person, 
company, corporation, or association shall comply with 
section 57-1503 and receive the approval of the Governor 
for the route of the pipeline under such section or shall 
apply for and receive an order approving the applica-
tion under [MOPSA], prior to having the rights provided 
under this section.



(Emphasis supplied.)
Section 57-1101 describes the two avenues for route 



approval, under § 57-1503 and MOPSA, and uses the word 
“or” to connect them. The word “or,” when used properly, is 
disjunctive.49 This indicates that a pipeline carrier can pursue 
either process individually. The processes are independent of 
each other and should not be understood as the same thing. 
There are several differences.



As described above, under § 57-1503, a pipeline carrier 
may not seek the Governor’s approval of an application until 
after the DEQ has utilized State funds to prepare a SEIS and 
has submitted its evaluation to the Governor. In contrast, 
under MOPSA, a pipeline carrier initiates the proceedings, is 
required to prove that the route is in the public interest based 
on the PSC’s evaluation of multifaceted statutory criteria, 
and must pay for the application process.50 MOPSA does not 
require gubernatorial denial prior to initiating an application 



48 § 57-1408.
49 See Nebraska Protective Servs. Unit v. State, 299 Neb. 797, 910 N.W.2d 



767 (2018).
50 See §§ 57-1405 and 57-1406.
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proceeding. The appellants’ assignment of error that the PSC 
lacked jurisdiction over TransCanada’s application is with-
out merit.



2. evIdeNCe supports psC’s determINatIoN  
that traNsCaNada met burdeN of proof



In their next assignment of error, the appellants argue that 
the PSC erred in finding that TransCanada sustained its bur-
den of proof. Upon our independent review of the record 
before the agency, we find that sufficient evidence supports 
the PSC’s decision that TransCanada met its burden of proving 
that the MAR is in the public interest. While the intervenors 
reduced the strength of TransCanada’s evidence in certain 
areas, the intervenors’ objections are not enough to overcome 
TransCanada’s comprehensive presentation with respect to the 
relevant public interest factors under MOPSA.



Two possible misconceptions must be addressed. First, in 
evaluating a route, we are prohibited from considering safety 
issues. Nebraska cannot interfere with uniform safety standards 
utilized by the federal government. To do so would undermine 
MOPSA and jeopardize Nebraska’s ability to review and scru-
tinize a pipeline route in this state under state law. Second, 
the MOPSA structure enacted by the Legislature concerns 
only the selection of a particular pipeline route. In this case, 
TransCanada, as well as some of the appellants, asked the PSC 
to approve construction of a particular pipeline route. The PSC 
considered the evidence and determined that the MAR is in the 
public interest.



[11,12] An application under MOPSA shall be approved 
if the proposed route of the major oil pipeline is determined 
by the PSC to be in the public interest.51 MOPSA places the 
burden of proof on the applicant.52 Although MOPSA does 
not specify a standard of proof, unless an exception applies, 



51 § 57-1407(4).
52 Id.
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only a preponderance of evidence is required in civil cases.53 
The burden of proof is satisfied by actual proof of the facts, of 
which proof is necessary, regardless of which party introduces 
the evidence.54 In concluding that the MAR is in the public 
interest, the PSC properly relied on all record evidence and 
carefully weighed the eight factors under § 57-1407(4).



(a) Compliance With Applicable Laws
The first factor for the PSC’s consideration is “[w]hether the 



pipeline carrier has demonstrated compliance with all applica-
ble state statutes, rules, and regulations and local ordinances.”55 
TransCanada stated that it would comply with all applicable 
state statutes, rules, regulations, and local ordinances, and 
that it either has obtained or will obtain all permits necessary 
to comply with state laws, regulations, local ordinances, and 
zoning requirements. Moreover, TransCanada is required to 
comply with all applicable laws as a condition of its presiden-
tial permit. Palmer, the president of the companies that own 
TransCanada, reaffirmed these commitments under oath. These 
commitments apply to the construction, maintenance, and oper-
ation of the MAR. The record concerning § 57-1407(4)(a) 
supports the PSC’s finding that TransCanada met its burden 
of proof.



(b) Impact on Natural Resources
The PSC shall evaluate evidence of



the impact due to intrusion upon natural resources and 
not due to safety of the proposed route of the major oil 
pipeline to the natural resources of Nebraska, includ-
ing evidence regarding the irreversible and irretrievable 



53 Wetovick v. County of Nance, 279 Neb. 773, 782 N.W.2d 298 (2010). See, 
Pallas v. Dailey, 169 Neb. 533, 100 N.W.2d 197 (1960); Eggleston v. 
Quinn, 88 Neb. 775, 130 N.W. 428 (1911).



54 Lincoln Fire Fighters Assn. v. City of Lincoln, 198 Neb. 174, 252 N.W.2d 
607 (1977).



55 § 57-1407(4)(a).
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commitments of land areas and connected natural 
resources and the depletion of beneficial uses of the natu-
ral resources.56



The evidence demonstrated that a large percentage of the land 
crossed by the pipeline is agricultural in nature and that the 
impacts of construction will be temporary.



The MAR avoids the Nebraska Sandhills, which provides 
several advantages as compared to the PR, when considering 
impacts on natural resources. As the PSC found, compared 
to the PR, the MAR will involve “one fewer river crossing, 
fewer wells within 500 feet of the pipeline, fewer acres of 
pivot irrigated . . . land crossed, fewer crossing of intermit-
tent and perennial streams . . . , fewer miles of pipeline placed 
in areas with shallow groundwater, and fewer state highways 
and natural gas facilities to be crossed.” The MAR “would 
impact 84.6 fewer miles of whooping crane migratory path 
as compared to the [PR],” as well as impact “fewer miles of 
the ranges” of other “threatened and endangered species.” The 
natural resources intervenors’ witness Hayes noted this fact in 
his conclusion that “the [MAR’s] impact upon federally listed 
species is significantly less than that of the [PR].”



Hayes testified that, compared to the PR, the MAR substan-
tially decreases the overall impact of the pipeline and stated 
that “irreparable damage to important natural resources, includ-
ing native soils and grasslands, is proportionally reduced.” 
TransCanada’s witness Schmidt agreed that the MAR “ha[d] 
potential environmental benefits due to its co-location with 
[Keystone I].” Beaver, the senior reclamation specialist on the 
project, testified that construction of the pipeline would not 
significantly increase the impermeability of the soil.



The PSC requested the DEQ to analyze the environmental 
impact of the MAR. The DEQ responded that based on the 
mitigation commitments and reclamation procedures within 
the application, the MAR “would have minimal environmental 



56 § 57-1407(4)(b).
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impacts in Nebraska.” The DEQ then followed up with the 
PSC after further analyzing the relevant soils and sediment, 
groundwater, surface water, air, hazardous materials, and emis-
sions, and again concluded that the MAR “would have minimal 
permanent environmental impacts in Nebraska.” The record 
concerning § 57-1407(4)(b) supports the PSC’s finding that 
TransCanada met its burden of proof.



(c) Mitigation of Potential Impacts
The PSC shall evaluate “[e]vidence of methods to minimize 



or mitigate the potential impacts of the major oil pipeline to 
natural resources.”57 TransCanada provided a CMRP containing 
“construction, operation, and maintenance measures that are 
designed to reduce the likelihood and severity of impacts along 
the pipeline construction corridor and during operations.” The 
CMRP outlines procedures for soil protection, water-crossing 
methods, vegetation reclamation, and aquatic resources protec-
tion. The CMRP was developed in consultation with the NRCS 
and experts from the University of Nebraska. The CMRP pro-
cedures will be used to minimize the environmental impact 
of the MAR and return the land disturbed by construction as 
close as possible to its preconstruction condition. The PSC 
concluded that TransCanada’s procedures “conform to industry 
standards and are reasonable.” Project manager Fuhrer testified 
that TransCanada will be accountable for production losses and 
other costs resulting from pipeline maintenance and damage to 
the land throughout the useful life of the pipeline.



The landowners noted that the CMRP has not been updated 
since 2012. However, the DEQ advised the PSC that the geology 
has not changed. The landowners emphasized that the CMRP 
allows TransCanada to deviate from the plan at its discretion. 
The PSC found that in the event a dispute arises regarding 
reclamation and mitigation efforts, the parties will consult the 
NRCS as a resource and follow the NRCS’ advice. We agree 



57 § 57-1407(4)(c).
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this resolution process is adequate. Because the NRCS helped 
formulate the CMRP and is familiar with the best reclamation 
and mitigation practices, the NRCS shall be consulted in any 
instance in which a dispute arises and TransCanada has devi-
ated from the CMRP. The record concerning § 57-1407(4)(c) 
supports the PSC’s finding that TransCanada met its burden 
of proof.



(d) Social and Economic Impacts
The PSC shall evaluate “[e]vidence regarding the economic 



and social impacts of the major oil pipeline.”58



(i) Economic Impacts
Goss’ report found that the pipeline project would consti-



tute an economic benefit to Nebraska and would contribute to 
the state and local tax bases. He found that the pipeline proj-
ect would result in positive tax revenue to exceed $264 mil-
lion through the year 2034. His report assumed that only 10 
percent of pipeline work in Nebraska would be conducted by 
Nebraska residents and that 7.3 percent of related pipeline 
work in Montana and South Dakota would be conducted by 
Nebraska residents. The report indicated that Goss’ estimates 
were conservative. The analysis did not include taxes gener-
ated from the cost and installation of replacement materials or 
TransCanada’s preconstruction spending. In addition, the dol-
lar figures were not adjusted for inflation, but were discounted 
to the equivalent of “2015 dollars.”



The unions also presented evidence of positive economic 
impacts. Barnett testified that UA has worked with TransCanada 
on recent projects and estimated that UA could expect 564 
jobs for its members. Gerhard of LiUNA stated the project 
presents significant opportunity for the creation of several dif-
ferent types of energy-related jobs. O’Hara, the professor who 
analyzed the economic impact of the proposed pipeline, testi-
fied that the project would not provide long-term tax benefits, 



58 § 57-1407(4)(d).
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would create few permanent jobs, and would adversely impact 
property values. However, O’Hara’s analysis predominantly 
focused on issues of safety. O’Hara admitted that TransCanada 
will pay significant sales and use taxes. In addition, O’Hara’s 
conclusions regarding tax benefits assume that, contrary to 
the evidence, TransCanada will seek exemptions under the 
Nebraska Advantage Act. The PSC found that TransCanada 
“shall comply with its commitment to not use the Nebraska 
Advantage Act in any form in connection with the Keystone 
XL Project.”



Nebraska’s Department of Revenue found that during con-
struction, TransCanada or its contractors would incur sig-
nificant sales and use tax liabilities, and that Nebraska would 
experience an increase in individual income tax revenue. The 
DEQ and the Department found that the pipeline was not 
expected to have an impact on residential or agricultural prop-
erty values and would generate a substantial amount of new 
economic activity, millions of dollars in annual property tax 
revenue, and hundreds of jobs for Nebraskans. O’Hara opined 
that property values would decrease by 15 percent and that 
property taxes would decrease over the life of the pipeline.



The PSC found that “much of the economic testimony was 
conflicting,” but concluded that the pipeline would accrue an 
economic benefit in Nebraska, and that Nebraska will “benefit 
from the investment and activity that is associated with the 
pipeline construction and operation.”



(ii) Social Impacts
The evidence of social impacts primarily concerned impacts 



on cultural resources and impacts from a temporary camp for 
pipeline workers that may be built in Holt County. MOPSA 
does not specifically state that the PSC must evaluate impacts 
on cultural resources. As noted, § 57-1407(4)(d) states the PSC 
shall consider “[e]vidence regarding the economic and social 
impacts of the major oil pipeline.” The parties and the PSC 
understood the cultural resources issue to be a piece of the 
PSC’s obligation to consider evidence of social impacts. The 
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parties and the PSC generally understood “cultural resources” 
to mean “physical evidence of culturally and historically val-
ued aspects of the human and natural environment on the land-
scape,” as defined by the DEQ.



The preservation of historic resources is a matter of federal 
law governed by the National Historic Preservation Act. The 
Department has been designated the federal agency respon-
sible for the review of TransCanada’s permit, which has 
been determined to be a federal undertaking. Nebraska pro-
vides resources in coordination with this effort. Pursuant to 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 82-118 (Reissue 2014), the Nebraska State 
Historical Society, under the direction of the Nebraska State 
Historic Preservation Officer, is the state agency responsible 
for carrying out the purposes and objectives of the National 
Historic Preservation Act.



Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, Pub. L. 
No. 89-665, § 106, 80 Stat. 917, the Department, the Nebraska 
State Historic Preservation Officer, TransCanada, and vari-
ous other state and federal agencies entered into an amended 
PA in December 2013. According to the Nebraska State 
Historical Society, a § 106 review identifies “arch[a]eologi-
cal or historic resources . . . listed or eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places.” The PA requires 
TransCanada to complete cultural resources surveys on all 
areas that would potentially be impacted by the proposed 
undertaking and to provide adequate mitigation in consultation 
with the Department, state and federal agencies, and Indian 
tribes. The PA requires TransCanada to avoid, when possible, 
adverse effects on known cultural resources. When unantici-
pated cultural resources are discovered, all construction within 
a 100-foot radius must cease and may only resume after the 
resources are evaluated and protected according to the require-
ments under the PA. The PA includes a “Tribal Monitoring 
Plan” that allows “tribal monitors with experience in the iden-
tification of cultural resources to monitor construction along 
the pipeline route.” The CMRP also contains a commitment to 
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comply with any PA in order to minimize the impact on cul-
tural sites along the route.



Ponca’s witness Wright stated that construction of the pipe-
line could damage or destroy historic sites, but he acknowl-
edged this concern would be addressed if TransCanada adhered 
to the PA. Ponca stated that the Ponca Trail of Tears would not 
be included within the PA’s protections, because the trail is not 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. However, the 
PA applies to any historical site eligible for inclusion on the 
national register, and furthermore, the PA commits TransCanada 
to protecting known cultural sites. TransCanada presented evi-
dence that it is prepared to address the issue. TransCanada’s 
application states that it intends to avoid culturally significant 
sites by rerouting the pipeline “to the extent practicable.” 
Testimony at the hearing reflected that TransCanada has suc-
cessfully avoided every eligible cultural site it has encountered 
thus far. TransCanada will have the opportunity to complete 
further cultural surveys prior to construction and to implement 
the necessary procedures under the PA.



Ponca assigns error to the PSC’s determination that the 
preservation of cultural issues is a matter of federal law and 
argues that MOPSA requires an analysis with greater focus 
on Nebraska’s cultural resources. We disagree with Ponca’s 
characterization that the PSC did not evaluate the impact 
on Nebraska’s cultural resources. In its analysis, the PSC 
articulated features of the federal scheme that are available to 
address the risks to local cultural resources. The PSC found 
that TransCanada’s record of compliance with the PA and 
the National Historic Preservation Act showed TransCanada’s 
compliance would likely continue and that the Department will 
require compliance with federal law. The PSC concluded that 
these safeguards “help to assure that the route of the pipeline 
will be in the public interest.”



The Nebraska State Historical Society, the state agency 
responsible for preserving historic resources, informed the 
PSC that, according to the processes outlined in the PA, 
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TransCanada is required to “complete cultural resources sur-
veys on all areas that would be potentially impacted,” “make 
recommendations on National Register of Historic Places eli-
gibility,” and “provide adequate mitigation in consultation with 
the Department . . . , state and federal agencies, and Indian 
tribes.” The Nebraska State Historical Society advised that 
these processes protect cultural resources.



Moreover, existing state laws protect cultural resources. 
Under Nebraska law, it is a crime to knowingly and will-
fully appropriate, excavate, injure, or destroy an archaeological 
resource on public land without written permission from the 
State Archaeology Office.59 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 12-1205 (Cum. 
Supp. 2018) makes it a crime to knowingly fail to report the 
encounter of an unmarked human burial, and it requires the 
cessation of any activity that may disturb the burial. Neb. Rev. 
Stat. § 28-1301 (Reissue 2016) describes the offense of remov-
ing, abandoning, or concealing human skeletal remains or 
burial goods. TransCanada must comply with these laws.



The temporary camps for pipeline workers do not make 
approving the MAR contrary to the public interest. All such 
camps must be permitted, constructed, and operated consist-
ent with applicable county, state, and federal regulations. 



TransCanada must require camp residents to comply with a 
written code of conduct and potentially expel those found in 
violation. The camps will be fenced and secured with video 
surveillance and a guardhouse, staffed at all times. Only autho-
rized personnel will be granted access to the camps; no visi-
tors will be permitted. The record concerning § 57-1407(4)(d) 
supports the PSC’s finding that TransCanada met its burden 
of proof.



(e) Other Utility Corridors
The PSC must evaluate “[w]hether any other utility cor-



ridor exists that could feasibly and beneficially be used for 



59 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 82-507 (Reissue 2014).
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the route of the major oil pipeline.”60 The PSC interpreted the 
phrase “utility corridor” to mean “a passageway for facilities 
providing public services.” The PSC gave significant weight to 
the fact that the MAR “was developed to maximize the length 
of co-location with [Keystone I]” and takes advantage of the 
fixed entry point in Keya Paha County. The PSC found the 
MAR to be the most beneficial route, because the PR failed 
to take advantage of an existing utility corridor. The appel-
lants urged approval of the I-90 Route, but the PSC rejected 
that proposal based on the lack of a feasible entry point. Upon 
de novo review, we are persuaded that the MAR’s co-location 
with Keystone I maximizes efficiency and reduces impacts to 
undeveloped land and natural resources.



The PSC evaluated the eight public interest factors under 
§ 57-1407(4) and was persuaded by the evidence in favor 
of the MAR under § 57-1407(4)(e). The PSC’s reasoning is 
compelling, because the record shows that by satisfying the 
considerations under § 57-1407(4)(e), the MAR’s co- location 
with Keystone I enhances the overall strength of the route 
application and serves other public interest factors under 
§ 57-1407(4). There is evidence to support the PSC’s reason-
ing in giving great weight to TransCanada’s evidence under 
§ 57-1407(4)(e) in deciding that the MAR, rather than the PR 
or I-90 Route, is in the public interest. The record concerning 
§ 57-1407(4)(e) supports the PSC’s finding that TransCanada 
met its burden of proof.



(f) Impact on Orderly Development of Area
The PSC must evaluate “[t]he impact of the major oil 



pipeline on the orderly development of the area around the 
proposed route of the major oil pipeline.”61 There was a lack 
of evidence that significant restrictions on development would 
occur. The PSC observed that while future developments 



60 § 57-1407(4)(e).
61 § 57-1407(4)(f).
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would need to avoid the pipeline, “similar restrictions on 
development occur in areas near other infrastructure, i.e., 
roads, bridges, dams, power lines, etc.” The MAR mitigates 
interference with orderly development by co-locating with 
Keystone I. In addition, the CMRP’s mitigation procedures 
address possible impacts of construction. The PSC’s consult-
ants concluded that the pipeline would “play an ‘insignificant 
role in residential value, crop production, invasive species, 
and land development.’” We agree with the PSC that the 
impact on development of the area seems minimal. The record 
concerning § 57-1407(4)(f) supports the PSC’s finding that 
TransCanada met its burden of proof.



(g) State Agency Reports
The PSC must evaluate “[t]he reports of the agencies filed 



pursuant to subsection (3) of this section.”62 The PSC consulted 
all nine agencies listed within § 57-1407(3) on both the PR and 
the MAR. The agencies were familiar with the project based 
on prior efforts and did not express any concerns about the 
approval, denial, or relocation of either route.



As already noted, Nebraska’s Department of Revenue found 
that the pipeline will generate revenue from sales taxes, use 
taxes, property taxes, and income taxes. The Nebraska State 
Historical Society stated that the necessary measures for pro-
tecting cultural resources are in place. The Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission explained that it would help “avoid 
and minimize impacts on species and their habitats.” And we 
 reiterate the DEQ’s finding that the MAR “would have minimal 
environmental impacts in Nebraska.” The record concerning 
§ 57-1407(4)(g) supports the PSC’s finding that TransCanada 
met its burden of proof.



(h) Views of Counties and Municipalities
The PSC must evaluate “[t]he views of the governing bod-



ies of the counties and municipalities in the area around the 



62 § 57-1407(4)(g).
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proposed route of the major oil pipeline.”63 The PSC sent let-
ters soliciting input to 18 counties and 32 cities along both 
the PR and the MAR. Boone, Nance, Saline, and Seward 
Counties expressed their approval; Boyd and Holt Counties 
expressed their opposition. The PSC received no input from 
Butler, Colfax, Madison, Platte, or Stanton Counties. Seward, 
Nebraska, and Steele City submitted favorable responses. The 
record concerning § 57-1407(4)(h) supports the PSC’s finding 
that TransCanada met its burden of proof.



We find that the PSC—after months of investigation review-
ing extensive pleadings, exhibits, and reports from consultants; 
holding public meetings and a public hearing; considering 
written and oral arguments; deliberating; and issuing its opin-
ion and findings—did not err in concluding that TransCanada 
proved by a preponderance of the evidence that approval of the 
MAR is in the public interest.



3. psC properly CoNsIdered mar
[13] In the appellants’ next assignment of error, they argue 



that the PSC was not authorized to approve the MAR, because 
TransCanada applied for approval of only the PR, and that the 
notice requirements for the MAR were not met. While it is true 
that TransCanada requested in its application “an order from 
the PSC that the [PR] is in the public interest,” we nevertheless 
find it indisputable that TransCanada included the MAR in its 
application and that the parties were on notice that the MAR 
was at issue. The rules of pleading are not applied in admin-
istrative proceedings as strictly as they are in court proceed-
ings.64 Administrative pleading rules require simply that the 
parties be sufficiently apprised of the nature of the proceedings 
so that there is no unfair surprise.65



The hearing officer for the PSC devoted a separate sec-
tion of its intervention order to the MAR and made clear 



63 § 57-1407(4)(h).
64 See In re Appeal of Bonnett, 216 Neb. 587, 344 N.W.2d 657 (1984).
65 Id.
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that the merits of the MAR would be considered. The order 
stated that the SAR would not be considered and informed 
the parties that they should be prepared to address the MAR 
by granting them leave to designate an additional witness 
and offer exhibits pertaining to the MAR. There was no 
objection to the MAR section of the order. The case manage-
ment order stated that “any/all Hearing Officer Orders . . . 
will apply to and bind all parties, will control the course of 
the proceedings, and may be modified only by order of the 
Hearing Officer.”



Following a prehearing conference, the hearing officer mod-
ified the intervention order by allowing each intervenor group 
to present testimony from two witnesses, “in addition to the 
ability to bring an additional witness regarding the [MAR] 
as detailed in the [intervention order].” The PSC’s Rules of 
Commission Procedure provide that once an order is entered 
“a reasonable time will be allowed for the parties to present 
objections . . . . Thereafter, the terms of the order . . . determine 
the subsequent course of the proceedings . . . .”66 Generally, 
the failure to object to the specifications in the pretrial order 
waives any right to claim error in that regard.67 The pretrial 
order is binding upon the parties. The issues set out in a pre-
trial order supplant those raised in the pleadings.68



[14] The appellants also contend that the PSC denied them 
procedural due process. Due process requires notice and an 
opportunity for a full and fair hearing at some stage of the 
agency proceedings.69 Contrary to the intervenors’ assertions, 



66 291 Neb. Admin. Code, ch. 1, § 020.04 (1992).
67 See Hillcrest Country Club v. N.D. Judds Co., 236 Neb. 233, 461 N.W.2d 



55 (1990).
68 See, Hall v. County of Lancaster, 287 Neb. 969, 846 N.W.2d 107 (2014), 



overruled on other grounds, Davis v. State, 297 Neb. 955, 902 N.W.2d 
165 (2017); Cotton v. Ostroski, 250 Neb. 911, 554 N.W.2d 130 (1996). 
See, Kustom Kreations v. Duxbury, 216 Neb. 99, 342 N.W.2d 656 (1983); 
Jonas v. Willman, 27 Neb. App. 251, 930 N.W.2d 60 (2019).



69 Stoneman v. United Neb. Bank, 254 Neb. 477, 577 N.W.2d 271 (1998).
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the PSC’s decision to approve the MAR is a reflection of 
the evidence and arguments presented. As already discussed, 
MOPSA “is intended to deal solely with the issue of sit-
ing or choosing the location of the route.”70 MOPSA allows 
Nebraska to exercise its sovereign authority “to protect its 
land and natural resources . . . by regulation through approval 
or disapproval of major oil pipeline siting and the location of 
routes.”71 MOPSA grants the PSC the authority to consult state 
agencies “regarding the advisability of approving, denying, 
or modifying the location of the proposed route of the major 
oil pipeline.”72 As explained, among the factors the PSC must 
evaluate is “[w]hether any other utility corridor exists that 
could feasibly and beneficially be used for the route of the 
major oil pipeline.”73



The record contained extensive evidence concerning the 
MAR. There was significant overlap in the evidence concern-
ing the routes; much of the evidence concerning the PR and 
Keystone I equally applied to the MAR. The PR and the MAR 
are the same route for the first 110 miles and approximately 97 
of the MAR’s remaining 170 miles co-locate with Keystone I. 
Several witnesses addressed these routes and the differences 
between them in their testimony.



Hayes testified that compared to the PR, the MAR substan-
tially decreases the overall negative impacts of the pipeline. 
Kothari testified that the MAR was beneficial and feasible. 
Schmidt was questioned at length and in detail about the 
MAR to draw out comparisons between the MAR, the PR, 
and the I-90 Route. Wright provided testimony concerning 
the MAR. The consultants advised the PSC that there is 
little difference in soil characteristics between the PR and  
the MAR.



70 § 57-1402(2).
71 § 57-1403(1).
72 § 57-1407(3).
73 § 57-1407(4)(e).
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The DEQ evaluated the MAR and informed the PSC that the 
MAR would have minimal permanent environmental impacts 
in Nebraska. The PSC heard evidence that TransCanada modi-
fied the MAR to avoid wellhead protection areas based on the 
DEQ’s recommendations. Seward’s city council recognized 
this and approved the MAR on that basis. Thus, the suggestion 
that the appellants were not afforded notice and an opportunity 
to be heard on the MAR disregards considerable portions of 
the record. Fundamental issues before the PSC were whether 
or not to approve the PR or the MAR.



Ponca argued that “the PSC could decide it preferred the 
[MAR] based on the evidence, but it was required to deny 
the [a]pplication for the [PR] and invite TransCanada to 
file a new application for the [MAR].”74 Ponca’s argument 
referred to § 57-1408(4), which provides in part that “[i]f the 
commission denies the application, the pipeline carrier may 
amend the denied application in accordance with the find-
ings of the commission and submit the amended application 
within sixty days after the issuance of the order denying the 
application.” (Emphasis supplied.) The record makes clear 
that the PSC granted the application, approved the MAR, 
and determined that amendment pursuant to § 57-1408(4) 
was unnecessary when it overruled TransCanada’s motion 
for reconsideration. The PSC’s decision was consistent with 
the policy under MOPSA to “[e]nsure that a coordinated and 
efficient method for the authorization of such construction 
is provided.”75 There was no need to amend the application, 
because the application was supplanted by the hearing offi-
cer’s orders concerning the MAR when no party objected 
to the orders. The parties effectively tried the matter as 
one seeking approval of the MAR. Moreover, there was no 
need for the PSC to grant the motion to amend, because in 
the civil context courts have the power to constructively 



74 Reply brief for appellee Ponca on cross-appeal at 7 (emphasis supplied).
75 § 57-1402(1)(e).
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amend pleadings in order to render a decision consistent with  
the trial.76



Neither do we find a basis to reverse the PSC’s decision 
due to a failure to satisfy MOPSA’s notice requirements. The 
PSC published notice of the public hearing on TransCanada’s 
application in newspapers in general circulation along both 
the PR and the MAR. The PSC sent letters to the governing 
bodies along both routes and advised them that a copy of the 
application is available online at the PSC’s website. The PSC 
released additional press releases at the time the application 
was filed and provided notice of several public meetings and 
the public hearing.



[15,16] Furthermore, these intervenors waived the right to 
object based on lack of notice. It is generally held that par-
ticipation in the hearing waives any defect in the notice.77 If 
notice is materially lacking, then a timely objection will permit 
the public body to promptly remedy the defect and defer for-
mal action until the required public notice can be given.78 The 
intervenors failed to raise the issue of notice in response to the 
prehearing orders, at the public hearing, or in their motions 
for reconsideration. An appellate court will not consider an 
issue on appeal that was not presented to or passed upon by 
the administrative agency.79 This assignment of error is with-
out merit.



4. partICIpatIoN ClaIm WIthout merIt
Ponca and Yankton Sioux argue that the PSC improperly 



limited their participation to social and cultural issues. They 



76 See, Denali Real Estate v. Denali Custom Builders, 302 Neb. 984, 926 
N.W.2d 610 (2019); Zelenka v. Pratte, 300 Neb. 100, 912 N.W.2d 723 
(2018); Blinn v. Beatrice Community Hosp. & Health Ctr., 270 Neb. 809, 
708 N.W.2d 235 (2006).



77 See, Hansen v. City of Norfolk, 201 Neb. 352, 267 N.W.2d 537 (1978); 
Alexander v. School Dist. No. 17, 197 Neb. 251, 248 N.W.2d 335 (1976).



78 See Witt v. School District No. 70, 202 Neb. 63, 273 N.W.2d 669 (1979).
79 Betterman v. Department of Motor Vehicles, 273 Neb. 178, 728 N.W.2d 



570 (2007).
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argue that their petitions alleged governmental and territorial 
interests and that the PSC’s regulations allow the intervenors 
to present evidence on any express interest stated in a petition 
for intervention. They argue that the PSC improperly ordered 
them to combine their witnesses and cross-examination time. 
Yankton Sioux argues that the conditions imposed by the PSC 
violated its equal protection rights. TransCanada argues that 
this court lacks appellate jurisdiction to consider the interve-
nors’ arguments, because the intervenors did not appeal from 
the PSC’s order on petitions for intervention. The intervenors 
argue the intervention order was not a final order, because the 
order did not deny intervention.



(a) Final Order
Before reaching the legal issues presented for review, it 



is the duty of an appellate court to determine whether it has 
jurisdiction over the matter before it.80 The jurisdictional issue 
before us is whether the intervenors’ objections to the scope 
of their participation may be reviewed after their appeal from 
the PSC’s judgment on the merits or whether the intervenors 
were required to appeal from the PSC’s order on petitions 
for intervention.



[17] We have consistently held that an order denying inter-
vention is a final order for purposes of appeal.81 Here, the 
PSC’s intervention order did not deny intervention, but, rather, 
granted petitions for intervention and imposed conditions on 
the scope of intervention. Such an order is not final in the 
traditional sense in that the order is not a final determination 
of the parties’ rights. Moreover, agency orders granting peti-
tions for intervention subject to conditions are interlocutory in 



80 In re Grand Jury of Douglas Cty., supra note 21.
81 Streck, Inc. v. Ryan Family, 297 Neb. 773, 901 N.W.2d 284 (2017); Basin 



Elec. Power Co-op v. Little Blue N.R.D., 219 Neb. 372, 363 N.W.2d 500 
(1985). See, Wayne L. Ryan Revocable Trust v. Ryan, 297 Neb. 761, 901 
N.W.2d 671 (2017); Spear T Ranch v. Knaub, 271 Neb. 578, 713 N.W.2d 
489 (2006); Shold v. Van Treeck, 82 Neb. 99, 117 N.W. 113 (1908).
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nature. Under the APA and Nebraska’s Model Rules of Agency 
Procedure, an agency may modify an order imposing condi-
tions on intervention at any time.82



The U.S. Supreme Court held in Stringfellow v. Concerned 
Neighbors in Action83 that an order granting permissive inter-
vention, subject to conditions, and denying intervention as of 
right was not an appealable order. The Court explained that 
an order denying intervention is subject to appellate review 
by necessity, because the petitioner has no right to appeal 
from any subsequent order or judgment in the proceeding.84 
Conversely, the imposition of conditions on intervention can 
be reviewed on appeal from a final judgment. Here, the PSC’s 
intervention order did not deny the petitions for intervention 
and therefore was not a final order. The intervenors properly 
appealed from the PSC’s judgment on the merits, and we have 
jurisdiction in such an appeal to consider their objections to the 
order which placed conditions on their participation.



(b) Merits
[18] Agency regulations properly adopted and filed with 



the Secretary of State of Nebraska have the effect of statutory 
law.85 Statutory language is to be given its plain and ordinary 
meaning, and we will not resort to interpretation to ascertain 
the meaning of statutory words which are plain, direct, and 
unambiguous.86



Pursuant to its authority under § 57-1410, the PSC adopted 
rules and regulations to carry out MOPSA. Under 291 Neb. 
Admin. Code, ch. 9, § 023.06 (2013), “The filing of petitions 
for intervention . . . and the conduct of the hearing shall be 



82 § 84-912.02(4); 53 Neb. Admin. Code, ch. 4, § 003.04 (1994).
83 Stringfellow v. Concerned Neighbors in Action, 480 U.S. 370, 107 S. Ct. 



1177, 94 L. Ed. 2d 389 (1987).
84 Id.
85 Tran v. State, ante p. 1, 926 N.W.2d 641 (2019).
86 Id.
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governed by the Rules of Commission Procedure.” Under the 
PSC’s Rules of Commission Procedure, any person who has an 
interest in a proceeding before the PSC, who does not desire to 
file a formal protest, may file a petition of formal intervention 
and shall become a party to the proceeding.87 Generally, one 
who intervenes becomes a party to the litigation and has all the 
rights of a party.88 An intervenor can engage in discovery, file 
motions, introduce evidence, and examine witnesses, and file 
an appeal.89



The PSC’s regulations further provide:
A formal intervenor shall be entitled to participate in 
the proceeding to the extent of his/her express interest 
in the matter. Such participation shall include, without 
limitation, presentation of evidence and argument, cross-
examination of witnesses and submission of rebuttal evi-
dence. As a party, a formal intervenor shall have the right 
of appeal.90



The PSC is also an “agency” within the meaning of the APA, 
and the APA’s provisions apply to the PSC.91 The PSC has 
authority to take actions affecting parties subject to its juris-
diction if such action is taken pursuant to a statute.92 The APA 
grants the PSC the power to impose conditions upon an inter-
venor’s participation, and this action is distinct from granting 
or denying a petition for intervention.93 Section 84-912.02(3) 
of the APA states in pertinent part:



87 291 Neb. Admin. Code, ch. 1, § 015.01 (1992).
88 See Brown v. Jacobsen Land & Cattle Co., 297 Neb. 541, 900 N.W.2d 765 



(2017).
89 Id.
90 291 Neb. Admin. Code, ch. 1, § 015.01C (1992).
91 Nebraska Pub. Serv. Comm. v. Nebraska Pub. Power Dist., 256 Neb. 479, 



590 N.W.2d 840 (1999). See Yellow Cab Co. v. Nebraska State Railway 
Commission, 175 Neb. 150, 120 N.W.2d 922 (1963).



92 See, Neb. Rev. Stat. § 75-110(1) (Reissue 2018); In re Application No. 
C-1889, supra note 36.



93 See, § 75-110(2); § 84-912.02.
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If a petitioner qualifies for intervention, the hearing offi-
cer or designee may impose conditions upon the interve-
nor’s participation in the proceedings, either at the time 
that intervention is granted or at any subsequent time. 
Conditions may include:



. . . .
(b) Limiting the intervenor’s use of discovery, cross-



examination, and other procedures so as to promote the 
orderly and prompt conduct of the proceedings; and



(c) Requiring two or more intervenors to combine their 
presentation of evidence and argument, cross- examination, 
discovery, and other participation in the proceedings.



The PSC granted the petitions for formal intervention filed 
by Ponca and Yankton Sioux in recognition of their interests 
in the case, then limited the scope of their participation to 
the issues of impacts on social and cultural resources, as rel-
evant under § 57-1407(4)(d) of MOPSA. The PSC stated it 
imposed these conditions “in order to balance the statutorily 
truncated timeframe [and] the need to consider certain statu-
torily required issues, with the parties’ due process interests 
in being heard, and in the interest of maintaining an orderly 
proceeding.”



The intervenors argue the conditions imposed by the PSC 
violated the PSC’s own regulations. Ponca asserts that “the 
language [of the regulation] is clear — the evidence, argu-
ment, and cross-examination ‘shall’ be ‘without limitation.’”94 
However, Ponca’s argument departs from the plain mean-
ing and organization of the language used in the regula-
tion. The language provides that an intervenor’s “participation 
shall include, without limitation, presentation of evidence and 
argument, cross-examination of witnesses and submission of 
rebuttal evidence.”95 We interpret this language according to 
its plain and ordinary meaning. Here, the phrase “without 



94 Brief for appellee Ponca on cross-appeal at 16.
95 291 Neb. Admin. Code, ch. 1, § 015.01C.
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limitation” indicates that an intervenor is entitled to engage 
in each form of participation listed in that sentence, i.e., the 
intervenor will participate in the “presentation of evidence and 
argument, cross-examination of witnesses and submission of 
rebuttal evidence.” In this context, “without limitation” does 
not mean, as Ponca argues, that an intervenor’s participation 
shall be unlimited. Taken to its logical conclusion, the inter-
venors’ position would eliminate basic procedural norms. For 
example, the intervenors’ reading would eliminate a hearing 
officer’s ability to “exclude evidence which is cumulative 
or repetitious.”96 The intervenors’ interpretation of “without 
limitation” is unreasonable, would yield absurd results, and is 
contrary to MOPSA.



The PSC advised the parties in numerous orders of its 
obligation to bring the proceedings to a timely resolution. 
Working under strict time restraints, the PSC had a managerial 
responsibility to oversee approximately 100 petitions for inter-
vention; organize a representative presentation of evidence; 
acquire input from the public, agencies, local governments, and 
consultants; and issue a written order disposing of the case. 
The PSC would be unable to carry out these duties if it were 
required to afford unbounded participation to every intervenor. 
“[I]ntervention is a useful tool, but [one] which must be used 
carefully[,] lest the manageable lawsuit become an unmanage-
able cowlick.”97 Upon de novo review, we find no error in the 
PSC’s interpretation of its own regulations or its actions taken 
pursuant to the APA.



The intervenors failed to show that the hearing officer’s 
decisions violated their due process or equal protection rights. 
The intervenors presented evidence and argument, cross- 
examination, and redirect; had the opportunity for rebuttal; 
and filed briefs. The hearing officer gave the intervenors 



96 291 Neb. Admin. Code, ch. 1, § 016.05 (1992).
97 Wilderness Society v. Morton, 463 F.2d 1261, 1263 (D.C. Cir. 1972) 



(Tamm, Circuit Judge, concurring).
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opportunities to bring out the differences in their positions 
regarding the pipeline, but they failed to form questions that 
were not redundant. The hearing officer explained to the inter-
venors that they had “asked the same questions of virtually 
every witness.” The hearing officer received no substantive 
offer of proof to justify modifying the conditions and there-
fore adhered to the prehearing order. The intervenors’ cross- 
examination time was not restricted. The parties never reached 
their 1-hour time limit for cross-examination. Additionally, 
they failed to call a witness allotted to address the MAR. The 
PSC did not act contrary to its own regulations or impose 
procedural conditions beyond its authority under the APA and 
Nebraska’s Model Rules of Agency Procedure, and its deci-
sions did not injure the intervenors’ substantive rights. This 
assignment of error is without merit.



5. mopsa evIdeNCe Not hearsay
[19,20] The intervenors next argue that the PSC erred in 



receiving into evidence public comments, transcripts of public 
meetings, and the consultants’ reports. The intervenors argue 
that by including these materials in the record, the PSC vio-
lated their due process rights, because the evidence was inad-
missible hearsay. It is undisputed that the Nebraska Evidence 
Rules applied to the proceedings. The Nebraska Evidence 
Rules provide that hearsay is admissible when authorized by 
the statutes of the State of Nebraska.98 The legislative branch 
has the right to prescribe the admissibility of certain categories 
of evidence, but it is solely a judicial function to determine the 
weight, if any, to be given such evidence.99



Section 57-1407(2) permits the PSC to hold public meet-
ings for the purpose of receiving public input at locations near 
the route and requires the PSC to “make the public input part 
of the record.” Section 57-1407(3) allows the PSC to request 



98 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 27-802 (Reissue 2016).
99 See State ex rel. Veskrna v. Steel, 296 Neb. 581, 894 N.W.2d 788 (2017).
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state agencies to file a report “regarding information within the 
respective agencies’ area of expertise relating to the impact of 
the major oil pipeline.” Neb. Rev. Stat. § 57-1412 (Cum. Supp. 
2018) enables the PSC to retain consultants “to assist with 
reviewing applications under [MOPSA].”



[21] The PSC included in the record evidence from public 
meetings held in York, O’Neill, Norfolk, and Ralston; reports 
from agencies listed under § 57-1407(3); and reports from 
consultants. The landowners objected on hearsay grounds and 
moved for a “mistrial,” which the hearing officer overruled. 
The hearing officer’s decision was correct because, assuming 
that the evidence in question was hearsay, the evidence was 
admissible by operation of MOPSA and § 27-802. Even if the 
PSC erred by admitting this evidence, the intervenors made no 
showing that they were unfairly prejudiced by the admission 
of the evidence. In a civil case, the admission or exclusion of 
evidence is not reversible error unless it unfairly prejudiced a 
substantial right of the complaining party.100 This assignment of 
error lacks merit.



6. remaININg argumeNts Not properly  
raIsed IN mopsa proCeedINg



Lastly, the intervenors raise constitutional challenges to vari-
ous statutes. We conclude that these arguments are improperly 
raised in a MOPSA proceeding before the PSC, because the 
intervenors’ arguments do not relate to whether or not the PSC 
should grant an application for a major oil pipeline route.



[22-24] As stated above, the intervenors have the full rights 
of original parties in a case. However, our jurisprudence rec-
ognizes some practical limitations on the right to intervene. 
The intervenors can raise only issues that sustain or oppose the 
respective contentions of the original parties.101 An intervenor 



100 Reiber v. County of Gage, ante p. 325, 928 N.W.2d 916 (2019).
101 Streck, Inc. v. Ryan Family, supra note 81; Wayne L. Ryan Revocable Trust 



v. Ryan, supra note 81.
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who is not an indispensable party cannot change the position of 
the original parties or change the nature and form of the action 
or the issues presented therein.102 “‘[I]t is fundamental that an 
intervenor takes the action as he finds it and cannot secure relief 
that is foreign or extraneous to the action.’”103 In other words, 
an intervenor cannot widen the scope of the issues, broaden the 
scope or function of the proceedings, or raise questions which 
might be the subject of litigation but which are extraneous to 
the controlling question to be decided in the case.104 Here, the 
intervenors improperly sought to alter the scope and nature of 
a MOPSA proceeding by raising challenges to the constitu-
tionality of various statutes, in particular §§ 57-1101, 57-1401, 
57-1403, 57-1407(2) and (3), and 57-1408.



The original parties in a MOPSA proceeding are the appli-
cant and the PSC. The PSC is a party in a MOPSA proceeding, 
because the PSC acts as more than a neutral factfinding body; 
the PSC is in charge of serving the public interest105 and has 
investigative responsibilities.106 The original parties did not 
challenge the constitutionality of MOPSA’s provisions, but 
instead conducted the proceedings in recognition of their statu-
tory obligations.



The intervenors’ challenge to § 57-1101 miscomprehends 
condemnation proceedings. A condemnation proceeding is an 



102 Gilbert v. First National Bank, 154 Neb. 404, 48 N.W.2d 401 (1951); 
State ex rel. Nelson v. Butler, 145 Neb. 638, 17 N.W.2d 683 (1945). See, 
Chandler Co. v. Brandtjen, Inc., 296 U.S. 53, 56 S. Ct. 6, 80 L. Ed. 39 
(1935); John P. Lenich, Nebraska Civil Procedure § 16:9 (2019).



103 Harleysville Ins. Group v. Omaha Gas Appliance Co., 278 Neb. 547, 552, 
772 N.W.2d 88, 93 (2009), quoting Arnold v. Arnold, 214 Neb. 39, 332 
N.W.2d 672 (1983).



104 Id. See, State ex rel. Nelson v. Butler, supra note 102; First Nat. Bank of 
Neligh v. Lancaster, 54 Neb. 467, 74 N.W. 858 (1898).



105 See, § 84-917(2)(a)(i); Shaffer v. Nebraska Dept. of Health & Human 
Servs., 289 Neb. 740, 857 N.W.2d 313 (2014).



106 See In re Application of Metropolitan Util. Dist., 270 Neb. 494, 704 
N.W.2d 237 (2005). See, also, e.g., §§ 57-1407(2) and (3) and 57-1412.
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action brought by a condemning authority in the exercise of its 
power of eminent domain.107 In other words, eminent domain 
is the right or power to take private property for a public use 
and condemnation is the procedure whereby this power is exer-
cised.108 In a condemnation action, some right in property must 
be taken or damaged to afford a basis for relief.109 The deter-
mination of compensation to the owner of property condemned 
for public use, by ascertaining the value of property taken or 
damaged, is a judicial function.110 MOPSA proceedings merely 
concern what route, if any, should be approved, and as such, 
concern antecedent issues. The intervenors’ concerns regarding 
§ 57-1101 are premature and would be more properly raised 
in subsequent condemnation proceedings. After reviewing the 
record, we find no plain error and no merit to any assignment 
of error.



V. CONCLUSION
In summary, the PSC is an elected body created by the 



Nebraska Constitution to serve the public interest. In § 57-1403 
of MOPSA, the Legislature determined that “[t]he construction 
of major oil pipelines in Nebraska is in the public interest . . . .” 
The Legislature designated the PSC as the agency responsible 
for determining which pipeline route is in the public interest. 
After months of careful consideration, the PSC determined that 
the evidence showed that the MAR is in the public interest. 
Upon de novo review, we find there is sufficient evidence to 
support the PSC’s determination that the MAR is in the public 
interest. The assignments of error are without merit.



affIrmed.



107 See Henderson v. City of Columbus, 285 Neb. 482, 827 N.W.2d 486 
(2013).



108 Van Patten v. City of Omaha, 167 Neb. 741, 94 N.W.2d 664 (1959).
109 Lockard v. Nebraska Pub. Power Dist., 249 Neb. 971, 546 N.W.2d 824 



(1996).
110 See Webber v. City of Scottsbluff, 155 Neb. 48, 50 N.W.2d 533 (1951).













[LB845 LB1161]



The Committee on Natural Resources met at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 16,
2012, in Room 1525 of the State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska, for the purpose of
conducting a public hearing on LB845 and LB1161. Senators present: Chris
Langemeier, Chairperson; Ken Schilz, Vice Chairperson; Tom Carlson; Mark
Christensen; Annette Dubas; Ken Haar; Beau McCoy; and Jim Smith. Senators absent:
None.



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Good afternoon and welcome to the Natural Resources
Committee hearings for the day. My name is Chris Langemeier, I'm the Chairman of the
Natural Resources Committee. I'd like to start off by welcoming everybody that is here in
the audience, and those that are watching us on closed-caption television, as well as
those that are watching us on-line. I'd like to introduce the committee members for those
who are here in the audience can see, but to my far left we have Senator Jim Smith
from Papillion. Then we have Senator Ken Haar from Malcolm. Then we have Senator
Mark Christensen from Imperial. And then we'll have the Vice Chair of the Committee,
Senator Ken Schilz, from Ogallala. Then right immediately is Laurie Lage is the legal
counsel for the Natural Resources Committee. To my immediate right, or your
immediate left, we have Senator Annette Dubas from Fullerton. Then we have Senator
Tom Carlson from Holdrege. Then we have Senator Beau McCoy from western Douglas
County or the Elkhorn area. We have two pages that are helping the Natural Resources
Committee today and we have...Brian is here; Brian Eulie from Omaha, who is a student
at UNL. And then we have Alex Wunrow, who will be joining us shortly, is from Los
Angeles, California, and is here as a student at Southeast Community College. Today if
you care to testify, in the corners of the room there are these green sheets. We ask that
you fill that out and when you come up to testify if you would give that to Barb
Koehlmoos the committee clerk at the end of the table and she helps us keep an
accurate record of today's hearings. If you're here and you want to be on the record in
support or opposition to a bill, there is a spreadsheet form in the corner that you can
sign in on and weigh in as you are a supporter or opposition. You don't have to do both.
This is if you don't care to testify, but you want to let us know that you were here. At this
time we would like everybody to look at your cell phone and please turn those off at this
time. As in the Natural Resources Committee, we do use the light system. You'll get five
minutes to testify; green light will come on when you start, the yellow light will come on
at the one-minute mark, and the red light will come on, we ask that you conclude...you
stop your testimony when the red light comes on. If you have anything you would like to
hand the committee, we ask that you give it to Barb when you come up to testify. We do
remind you that if you do give us something to look at, we are going to keep it for the
record. It will become part of the permanent record. If it's something you want us to see,
but you want to keep it, we ask that you show it to us from the testifier's table. Next thing
is the microphone. The microphone does not amplify the speaker's testimony into the
room, it only records. We ask that you don't touch it. If you get it too close to you, it
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gargles on the tape and then we can't understand what you said for the record. So we
ask that you don't touch it, because it does not amplify in the room. It is for recording
only. When you come up to testify, we ask that you state and spell your name, the first
thing you do. It helps us keep a more accurate record of today's events. So with that, we
have two bills today. The first one is going to be introduced by Senator Sullivan, which
is LB845. We'll take up that one first, and then we will move to LB1161. Senator
Sullivan, welcome back to the Natural Resources Committee.



SENATOR SULLIVAN: (Exhibit 1) Thank you. Good afternoon, Senator Langemeier
and members of the Natural Resources Committee. I'm Senator Kate Sullivan, that's
K-a-t-e S-u-l-l-i-v-a-n, of Cedar Rapids, representing the 41st Legislative District. LB845
is the reclamation bill I promised to bring you during the special session last fall. It builds
upon the work that I began last session with LB629. LB845 amends the Oil Pipeline
Reclamation Act to add legislative intent language which states that reclamation is to be
part of the oil pipeline construction process and, unless otherwise agreed to by the
landowner, reclamation is intended to restore construction areas as close as reasonably
practicable to the condition, contour, and vegetation that existed prior to construction;
stabilize disturbed areas; establish a diverse plant environment of native grasses and
forbs to create a safe and stable landscape; restore active cropland; mitigate noxious
weeds and manage invasive plants. Now the new statutory requirements include: final
grading, topsoil replacement, installation of erosion control structures, seeding and
mulching shall be completed within 30 days of backfill, except when weather conditions,
extenuating circumstances, or unforeseen developments do not permit the work to be
done within 30 days. Also, all reclamation, including choice of seed mixes, method of
reseeding, weed and erosion control measures and monitoring must be conducted in
accordance with the Federal Seed Act, the Nebraska Seed Law, and the Noxious Weed
Control Act. Genetically appropriate and locally adapted native plant materials and
seeds must be used based on site characteristics and vegetation as determined by a
preconstruction site inventory. Seed mixes must be state-certified seeds in accordance
with the Nebraska Seed Law and Sections 81-2,149 to 81-2,154. Mulch must be
installed as required by site contours, seeding methods, weather conditions, or when
requested by the landowner. LB845 also carries an emergency clause. These
requirements in LB845 are based on reclamation requirements in Montana and South
Dakota and incorporate time frames and practices already used by large pipeline
companies as part of their permit applications. I will tell you, the concern has been
raised that by requiring state-certified seeds in Section 5(3) of the bill, LB845 might
potentially limit access to locally adapted prairie seeds for use in reclamation. I've heard
from some prairie seed experts, and in fact, I would like to have this e-mail passed out,
if I could by one of the pages, that identifies this concern. According to some of these
experts, state-certified seed for reseeding prairie and meadow areas is not generally
available in large amounts. Given the time that it takes to develop a state-certified seed,
this type of seed may not be available in bulk for many years. As long as the seed mix
has been tested for mix of species, viability, and is free of noxious weeds, which is



Transcript Prepared By the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office



Natural Resources Committee
February 16, 2012



2











already required by both state and federal laws, a statutory requirement to use
state-certified seed actually may not even be in the best interest of the landowner, the
pipeline carrier, or the state. And since it is my intent to assist in the reclamation
process and not hinder it, I would advise and suggest and hope that you would consider
that this subsection might be best removed. And if that's the course you take, I would
certainly support a committee amendment to do that. I would also tell you that the
reclamation requirements outlined in LB845 and ultimately, hopefully placed in statute,
does not in any way hinder pipeline construction in Nebraska in any way. LB845 assists
in efforts to restore Nebraska's land after pipeline construction, protects Nebraska's
landowners, and provides guidance to pipeline companies doing business in our state.
Earlier this week I did designate LB845 as my priority bill, so I certainly encourage you
to advance it to General File. And I will try to answer any questions. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Christensen.
[LB845]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. Senator, in Section 4, you've got in
here installation of erosion control structure, seeding, and mulching within 30 days after
backfill. [LB845]



SENATOR SULLIVAN: Um-hum. [LB845]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Is your intent here to try to get the pipeline covered as
soon as it goes in? Is your intent just to make sure it's finished after it...because after
backfill, they could wait awhile to backfill. [LB845]



SENATOR SULLIVAN: Um-hum. [LB845]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: And then start your 30 days after start of backfill. I've got a
couple of concerns. One is, I didn't know what your intent was. If you're trying to get this
filled right away, then that's one thing; if you're just trying to get the grooming done, it's
another. But my concern also comes in on if we're putting this in and the ground freezes
once it's out, it's actually in everybody's best interest not to be filled again until the dirt is
all melted or you end up with settle spots, and, you know, so I guess that's why I'm
asking. Is your intent to just try and make this done quickly? Or is it to try and get it
finished properly, what is your real intent here? [LB845]



SENATOR SULLIVAN: Well, my first intent is to make it reasonable and make the
reclamation sound. And I think your comment about the appropriate time to do backfill
and the seasonal problems that might be connected, as in wintertime and freezing and
thawing, would be one reason that maybe the backfill wouldn't take place right away.
And then in giving the 30 days, same thing applies, that you might have some weather
conditions that if we speed up the reclamation process or backfill process too soon, then
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you might have a problem down the road. So, with the 30 days from backfill, I'm giving
some leverage, actually, to the pipeline company to make the decision when the
appropriate time to do backfill is. And then going forward after that, the 30 days should
allow enough time to take into account some particular weather circumstances. [LB845]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: The final grooming, I guess, is my major concern that, you
know, it doesn't have big sink holes and everything else in it when it's done is one of the
main things I'm looking at. [LB845]



SENATOR SULLIVAN: Um-hum. [LB845]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: And that's why I was asking your intent here, because after
backfill I think accomplishes what I want because they don't have to backfill until the
conditions are right and that's a great thing, even though a lot of people are going to be
frustrated because it's open so long if it's winter, but I have backfilled something before
that had frozen clunks...chunks...wow, (laughter). [LB845]



SENATOR SULLIVAN: Thank you for that. And I think, as I recall, when we have heard
testimony and received a lot of information about other pipeline constructions, we've
seen just what has happened, pictures of when that backfill has taken place too soon.
So, your point is well taken. [LB845]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any other questions? Seeing none,
thank you very much, well done. [LB845]



SENATOR SULLIVAN: Okay. Thank you. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: You have heard the opening on LB845. We will now go to
proponents, those that support. Welcome. [LB845]



DEAN EDSON: (Exhibit 2) Senator Langemeier and members of the Natural Resources
Committee, I'm Dean Edson, D-e-a-n E-d-s-o-n, executive director of the Nebraska
Association of Resources Districts presenting testimony today on behalf of the
association in support of LB845. We believe the provisions of this bill are important to
protect Nebraska's natural resources and protect previous investments made both by
the public and private sectors. Proper reclamation of land disturbed by development and
construction of oil pipelines is essential in preventing the introduction of conditions that
can potentially lead to natural resources degradation. Anytime vegetation is destroyed
and underlying soil is removed, it is critical to return the condition of a disturbed area to
a state that as closely as possible replicates conditions that were in place before the
construction began. The provisions in this bill address notable components of soil
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reclamation. These include the erosion prevention and the revegetation requirements of
those disturbed areas in a timely fashion. Also included are the mulching materials or
mulch fabric requirements essential in stabilizing an area and enabling growth of
desired vegetation. Bare soil is highly vulnerable to colonization by invasive and/or
noxious plant species. Approved plant species in adequate numbers must be
established as soon as possible following the construction in order for such vegetation
to successfully compete with the aggressive invasive plant species. The seeding mixes
and methods included in the bill address these issues. It's important that disturbed
private lands be returned to land uses that existed prior to construction, including
preexisting elevations and contours, or as requested by the landowner as provided in
the bill. This is something all landowners can and should reasonably expect in
exchange for their permission given to allow construction and all associated
disturbances and inconveniences on the property. We believe the provisions in this bill
will provide protection for natural resources and should not place an undue burden on a
pipeline carrier. We urge the committee to advance the bill. And I'd be glad to answer
any questions you might have. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Haar. [LB845]



SENATOR HAAR: Just for my own education, when an NRD does something that
disturbs soil, would these be similar requirements? [LB845]



DEAN EDSON: We do them in a similar, timely fashion like that. And we put appropriate
erosion control methods out there, especially on sloped soils to prevent any runoff.
[LB845]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Seeing no other questions, thank you very
much. Further testimony in support. Welcome. [LB845]



ERNIE FELLOWS: Morning...or afternoon, excuse me. My name is Ernie Fellows,
E-r-n-i-e F-e-l-l-o-w-s. I'm testifying in behalf of LB845. I believe in that bill. I think it
needs to move forward. Some of the pipeline companies don't have the best reputation
for covering up that loose dirt. And, quite frankly, I'm not sure that everybody down here
in Lincoln understands how that sand blows up there in the Sandhills. And that's why I'm
for that bill so that that can be reclaimed as fast as possible. I'm not sure that 30 days is
too long. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions for Mr. Fellows? Seeing
none, thank you very much, well done. Further testimony in support. Welcome. [LB845]



ALISON KROHN: (Exhibit 3) Hello. I am Alison, A-l-i-s-o-n, Krohn, K-r-o-h-n. I am a
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native seed farmer in Antelope County, but a resident of Lincoln, Nebraska. And I've
prepared, perhaps, too long of a letter concerning this bill and some opinions I have
about it. But I'll quickly try to run through them. I want to thank Senator Kate Sullivan for
addressing the restoration needs following pipeline construction. I support the bill, but I
do believe some corrections could be made, or it could be improved. First, I also work
for the Department of Roads in erosion control inspection and construction inspection.
And there is an industry standard that after grading has been completed, both the
backfill has been placed and the topsoil has been placed, that within 14 days, weather
permitting, those exposed soils be stabilized. I think in a way the bill should maybe be
reworded to address once the final soils are in place and the grading is complete, it's
important to go ahead and seed and mulch after that point to prevent erosion. That way
if there are freeze concerns with the soil, you know, that's not going to be an issue. It's
also an industry standard by most construction companies. I commend the bill for
requiring genetically appropriate materials; however, I don't believe certified seed
addresses that goal currently. The way Nebraska certifies seed, it would require multiple
production plots growing out of locally harvested seed and it wouldn't actually be
certified for probably ten years it would take if you were to grow out the four generations
required currently by our state law. So I'd like to see the bill changed so that locally
harvested material can be tested. It will be tested for noxious weeds; it will be tested for
germination and purity, and that way the appropriate seeding rate can be applied to the
exposed ground and the land can be restored. Third, mulch and erosion control
materials are not the same thing; they're not equivalent. There are some slopes that will
be too steep and you do want to make sure that there is a blanket on it or other erosion
control best management practices are employed. Just a caveat, that wherever mulch is
used it implies also the use of erosion control when conditions demand that because
soils are too steep or too long, slopes are too long. Finally, in addition to
pre-construction surveys, I think it would be good if there were some post-construction
surveys to make sure that the vegetation and the pipeline site was stabilized adequately
to make sure that the pipeline company got what they paid for. So those are my
comments. And I'm very happy to see the topsoil replacement requirement. Salvage
and placing of topsoil is what I assume that means, that it will be the in situ or local soil
materials are being stockpiled and then replaced after the backfill is put into place,
because my experience is there is a lot of seed in that top six inches of soil and we've
had a lot of success in the Sandhills, especially, when we do salvage native topsoil. So,
I want to thank you for your time. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Haar. [LB845]



SENATOR HAAR: Yes, how do you stabilize a steep slope in the Sandhills, you know,
in...even where there is clay soil it is difficult, but how do you stabilize something?
[LB845]



ALISON KROHN: In the Sandhills we actually have a greater wind erosion risk than
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water erosion risk because the soils are so porous, permeable. You don't have the rills
formed in those soils that we have in the clay soils, or especially silt loam is the most
erodible soil. So the best thing to do is have a very heavy layer of mulch...or we did a
project along the Dismal River where we used a product called a wattle and you build
little...it's like...have you seen these straw rolls that are laid out on soils? Those act as
mini terraces and they help catch snow so that the vegetation will establish faster from
the snow melt. And they also break up the wind so the wind isn't as aggressive on that
exposed slope. So there are multiple ways to address...so much of it comes down to
aspect, wind directions, all of that stuff. It's very site-specific work. [LB845]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Thank you. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Seeing no other questions, very good, thank
you. [LB845]



ALISON KROHN: Thank you. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Further testimony in support. Seeing...come on up, about
missed you. [LB845]



KEN WINSTON: Didn't think anyone was...well, didn't want to jump in anyone's way.
[LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Welcome. [LB845]



KEN WINSTON: Thank you. My name is Ken Winston, appearing on behalf of the
Nebraska Sierra Club. My last name is spelled W-i-n-s-t-o-n, appearing in support of
LB845. I believe the reasons for supporting the bill have, basically, been stated by the
other speakers, so I won't go further other than just to say that we're supporting the bill.
[LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions for Mr. Winston? Seeing
none, well done. [LB845]



KEN WINSTON: Thank you. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Welcome. [LB845]



JOHN HANSEN: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, for the record my name is
John Hansen, H-a-n-s-e-n. I am president of Nebraska Farmers Union and appear
before you today as my organization's president and lobbyist. We are in favor of LB845
and think it's a good idea. And I think all of the primary reasons have already been
covered. Our organization's issues on the pipeline were about equal parts groundwater
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quality issues from an environmental standpoint, but the really fragile sands and
reclamation was the other. And as we all know, we can pass laws, but you can't make
grass grow, especially in really marginal, sandy soils. In my former life I used to sell
grass seed and try to reclaim some of those sandy soils and have some appreciation for
the struggles that are in that. And I think LB845 does some good things and is a
worthwhile effort. Thank you. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions for Mr. Hansen? Seeing
none, thank you very much. Further testimony in support. Welcome. [LB845]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Thank you. Good afternoon. My name is Ben Gotschall, that's B-e-n
G-o-t-s-c-h-a-l-l. I'm the energy director for Bold Nebraska and I'm the Lancaster County
and District 5 president of the Nebraska Farmers Union and I would just like to go on
the record as supporting this bill as the representative of those organizations. I'm not
going to repeat what has been said earlier, but I definitely agree what the previous
testifier said about native grass seed. It's a big concern for friends and family up in the
Sandhills and up in northern Nebraska that the kind of grass that grows there has grown
there for a long time and they want to make sure that what is the type of grass seeds
that are used in the reclamation process are appropriate to the area to ensure the best
recovery. So that's all I have for today...for now. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Seeing none, thank
you very much, well done, well done. [LB845]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Thank you. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: (Exhibits 4 and 5) Further testimony in support. I'm going to
pause a little longer to make sure I don't skip anybody. Anyone else in support? Okay. I
do have a letter from Lee Orton with the Water Coalition and I have a letter from Lynda
Buoy with the Sandhills Region of the Nebraska Farmers Union in support of LB845.
We will now move to opponents. Is there anyone that would like to testify in opposition?
Seeing none, is there anyone that would like to testify in a neutral capacity? Seeing
none, Senator Sullivan, you're recognized to close on LB845. [LB845]



SENATOR SULLIVAN: Thank you, Senator, and just briefly to further clarify, Senator
Christensen, Section 4 that you apply...referenced, it applies after backfill and does
make exceptions, I think, to weather too. And with all the references to native prairie
and native grass, I think it's important to note that there is native prairie all over the
state, not just the Sandhills, and it's quite reasonable to expect that if we have future
pipelines that they will be going through native prairie. So I think that this continues to
be an important piece of legislation that not only is helpful in giving direction to the
pipeline companies and the construction in their reclamation efforts, but some additional
protection to landowners. So I...and I...as you heard through testimony that the
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reference I had made to the suggested amendment of removing the note about
state-certified seed would be a good move and so I would encourage you to consider
that and hope that you'll look upon this favorably. Thank you very much. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any other questions for Senator
Sullivan? [LB845]



SENATOR SULLIVAN: Thank you. [LB845]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Seeing none, thank you very much. With that you've heard
the closing on LB845; that will conclude the hearing on LB845. We will now move to the
next bill, LB1161. And Senator Smith is here, welcome. [LB845]



SENATOR SMITH: Thank you. I think this is the first time I've had a chance to testify in
front of this committee. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: I believe it is. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: (Exhibit 6) So good afternoon, Senator Langemeier, and fellow
members of the Natural Resources Committee. For the record my name is Jim Smith,
J-i-m S-m-i-t-h, and I represent the 14th Legislative District in Sarpy County. I am here
today to introduce LB1161. LB1161 is a simple amendment to LB1 and LB4, the two
bills that were passed during the November Special Session. LB1161 supports the
intent of LB1 and LB4 and is consistent with both our efforts during the special session,
and with all that was involved and that led to the ultimate outcome of the special
session. LB1161 is not intended to generate new discussion or debate on the merits of
the pipeline's construction, the economics of the project, or the legalities associated with
federal versus state regulations. These issues were discussed and debated at length
during the 2011 Session, as well as during the special session. A solution was
orchestrated and the Legislature discussed and supported that solution by passing LB1
and LB4 with an overwhelming majority. Nebraska demonstrated a reasoned and
effective approach to resolving this public policy issue and we're very thankful for that
and very proud of that. Unfortunately, we could not have anticipated the circumstances
and the actions that occurred at the federal level that have now jeopardized the
agreements we reached last year. On Tuesday I filed an amendment to this bill, and I
believe it is in your books, AM1984, that would embody the changes to both LB1 and
LB4 that are necessitated by the developments at the federal level. Simply speaking,
this amendment does two things. First, it decouples the efforts of the Nebraska
Department of Environmental Quality from the Department of State. We don't know
what will come from the federal government or even if the State Department will
continue to be a part of the equation in the future and that's...so that's the first reason
we had to go through that decoupling. And then secondly, it allows the DEQ to continue
to proceed with its review of an alternative pipeline route that avoids the Sandhills.
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Following me in testimony today will be Robert Jones, vice president for Keystone
Pipeline at TransCanada. I have asked Mr. Jones to again join us and to provide the
committee with an update of their plans with regard to Nebraska. Also following me will
be Mr. Jim White, federal regulatory counsel for TransCanada, who can provide this
committee with some insight into the federal process that has or that will occur with
regard to Keystone XL going forward. And finally, Mr. Mike Linder, director of the
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, will testify in support and can provide
the committee with some insight into this process and the process that the department,
his department, has followed thus far and how they will intend for this process to move
forward. I believe it is very important for the state of Nebraska to continue to move
forward with respect to the Keystone project and to adhere to the process that we
worked so hard to develop just a few months ago. Therefore, I have prioritized LB1161.
With that I will conclude my testimony and thank you for your attention and
consideration and I'll be happy to answer any questions. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Is there any questions? Senator Dubas.
[LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Thank you, Senator Langemeier. Thank you very much, Senator
Smith. And I understood when you introduced this bill originally, it was a placeholder.
And I agreed with that because just not knowing where the circumstances were going,
it's smart to do that in the first ten days because we can't do anything after that. But
you'll have to forgive me, I'm not fully understanding the amendment and how it impacts
the various bills, so the questions I'm asking you is to help me to understand your intent
and to clarify things in my own mind. You reference LB1 and I'm not quite sure I
understand how your amendment impacts LB1. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Yes. There's a section in the AM1984 that references an effective
date of 1-1-13. I believe that is one initial effect on LB1. There is also reference to LB1
in the Major Oil Pipeline Siting Act that is roughly on page 3 of what you have as your
amendment, once again delaying that effective date to allow the Nebraska Department
of Environmental Quality to continue their review. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: So basically all you're changing in LB1 is just the date because of
what is going on. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: That's correct. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Okay, that's...I want to be... [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: The component that's affecting LB4 deals more with that decoupling
that we...that I referenced. [LB1161]
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SENATOR DUBAS: Okay. So we don't know what the federal government is going to
do, that's very clear. If we...if your intent is to have DEQ go ahead and go forward
without any MOU with the State Department, go ahead and on their own do an EIS, is
that correct? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Basically, yes. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Okay. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Or the equivalent of an EIS. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Okay. Do we want to move forward with that, not knowing what the
federal government is going to do because if they end up not approving this and we
have an EIS and we've spent a lot of money and nothing is going to come from that, so
can you help me understand that? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Well, again, I would like...and perhaps those that follow me can
address that better. I will say this much that I do believe there is an intent going forward
to refile a permit, and I know at the federal level a lot has happened there and we don't
really know by which avenue or which route that's going to go...that's going to follow.
But this legislation is to make certain that Nebraska has provided the very best
information on alternative routes when that does come into play. And the Nebraska
Department of Environmental Quality is well prepared to complete that study. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Okay. Forgive me because this question is probably going to sound
repetitive, but I want to make sure that I understand it and I want to make sure the intent
of what we're trying to do with this particular bill is very clear. So in regards to LB1,
we've changed nothing except that operative date in there. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: That is right. There's some minor wording changes to...for example,
I believe that this is also referencing in LB1 when we talk about environmental impact
statement or similar study or evaluation of a route of an oil pipeline, because that
terminology "environmental impact statement" we want to make certain that, you know,
we wanted to have it inclusive of what that looked like coming out of DEQ. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Okay. So when we left here in November after doing all of what we
did, it was with the understanding that LB4 was for this project that TransCanada has
proposed before us. LB1 was for anything in the future, any new project, any new
company coming in. Is what you're trying to achieve through this amendment in any way
changing the intent of where I think we all understood we were at when we left here in
November? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I do not believe it is, Senator Dubas. It is staying with the spirit of
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what that was in LB4. For the TransCanada Pipeline we want to make certain that that
is outside of the Sandhills and we want to look at the alternative routes. Unfortunately,
things occurred at the federal level that created a situation where DEQ struggled with
being able to continue under LB4. So we wanted to modify it so DEQ could continue on
the path they were following. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Because the agreement was they were going to work with the State
Department and now that that's...doesn't...and I would guess that your following
testifiers will further clarify that, but because we no longer have that working
arrangement, this is just allowing DEQ to move forward. So we're still focused on this
current pipeline through LB4. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: That is correct. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: All right, thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Haar. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Well, Senator Smith, I approach this sort of emotionally. I guess I'm
angry, not at you, I'm angry at people at the federal level for screwing around with what
we accomplished in November. And so I have to ask you a whole bunch of "what if"
questions that...that...as I've studied your bill. In the bill you've replaced the NEPA
process, Environmental Protection Agency process with something you mentioned six
times which is "or similar study or evaluation of the route of an oil pipeline." What do you
mean by a similar study of evaluation, who decides, whose oversight, what does that
mean, since we've written NEPA out? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Well, I'm going to attempt to answer your question, and if I fail to do
an adequate job, those that follow me, hopefully, will be able to do that. If not, when I
come back up to close I'll do that. But let me start by saying I share your frustration and
I equally am angry with the games that are played at the federal level. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yeah, yeah. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: And once again makes me very proud to be an Nebraskan and how
Nebraskans go about resolving issues, so I totally agree with you. My understanding is
the similar study or evaluation is the type of language that is necessary for us to
consider the results of the NDEQ. And I look forward to those that follow me to see if
they can clarify that at all and if not, then I'll come back at you. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. And the way I read, if...and again I need to ask a lot of "what
ifs," if I read this correctly, since the federal government, or the State Department and
NEPA and so on is written out of it, and on page 4, lines 1, 2, 3, and so on, it says that
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DEQ could enter into a joint review with a pipeline carrier or a federal agency and so on,
but if you really take this down, really the NDEQ could just sit down with the pipeline
company and come up with requirements. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Primarily, the intent here is to allow NDEQ to be able to work going
forward without necessarily having to tie itself to DOS and that is the primary intent of
that language. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. But wouldn't you agree with me, with the language the way it
says, basically, I mean, one of the problems with this whole pipeline thing from the
beginning has been the way in which the State Department worked with the pipeline
company, using the same environmental consultants and all that sort of thing. There
was at least the appearance of coziness there and it would seem to me that this would
allow the NDEQ just to meet with whatever pipeline company comes up with a permit
before 2013 and set up requirements and we're giving no oversight to that process.
Who decides what that evaluation would be? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Once again, I'm going to allow some of those that follow me...
[LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: ...answer some of that, but, once again, remember the intent of this
is to take place with the pipeline that is at issue, that's at hand now. And I suppose I
would disagree that the level of coziness that you refer to, I believe that there certainly
has been cooperation among all parties to try to provide the best information for the
evaluation and that's what the intent of this language is. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Um-hum, um-hum. But, you know, NEPA is a...and I don't
understand NEPA entirely either, but it is a set of regulations and so on, and this really
gives no...I'll just say then that bothers me, this part of it that there's a similar study or
evaluation with really no oversight from the Legislature or anyone else. Now the date of
moving it back, is this simply for the Keystone XL pipeline then? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I think, primarily, that is what is at issue here is the pipeline that has
already begun. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Right. And that's...and I was criticized by people for saying I...I
thought the process would just go forward with the NDEQ, but the way it's stated here,
let's say...and again, I did a lot of research back in those three months and there was a
map from 2007 from the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers, CAPP, and that
map showed four pipelines coming from Alberta through Nebraska down to the Gulf. So
if all of a sudden other companies decided now is the time to get our applications in, this
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could include how many other pipelines, correct? I mean, any pipeline that would apply
now in the next year would fall under LB4 instead of LB1. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Probably no less of a risk than what we ended up with at the
conclusion of the special session. I think the timing, the timeliness of everything, I think,
is somewhat of a deterrent. But once again, I'm going to defer to some of those experts
that follow me that may be able to address that specifically for you. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Um-hum. Well, for example, Enbridge talked about...and I haven't
seen this lately, but they talked about...well, maybe they would go ahead with the
pipeline. So if they came ahead with the permit, they would fall under LB4 instead of
LB1, isn't that correct? I mean, if they...in this next year? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Well, I think if all the conditions were met. Now whether the timing
would allow for that to be completed, that's a good question. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Um-hum. But I mean according to the...and these are just my
concerns, I mean, we can ask people following you the same questions as well. But it
moves the date, basically, for LB4 from January 1 of this year to next year, isn't that
correct, to 2013? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: That is correct, 1-1-13. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: So, and it says here, right on page 3, line 12, and so on, "the Major
Oil Pipeline Siting Act shall not apply to any major oil pipeline that has submitted an
application to the United States Department of State pursuant to executive order, blah,
blah, blah, prior to January, 2013. So it's not...it's not just TransCanada, otherwise it's
special legislation. This could be Enbridge or any of those other two or three pipelines
that that early map showed, isn't that correct? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Well, once again I'm going to go back to there's a...you know, if all
the planets aligned, but I think what we're seeing here is that there's a number of things
that would have to take place with any type of an application that came forward to be
reviewed and there is certainly a limited amount of time to have that completed. And
then it would have to fit in within the federal process as well. Those that follow me,
again, may be able to answer that more specifically for you, but it would appear to me
unlikely that another pipeline from scratch could take advantage of this, But once again,
I'd like to hear from those that follow me as well. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. And then on line 17, we talked a lot, and I talked a lot with
Senator Fulton about the Tenth Amendment. It says here: authority prior to the effective
date of this act pursuant to any provision established by federal legislation. So if the
federal government and the crazy way they've been acting so far around this pipeline, if
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they decide to do some other types of things between now and January 1, 2013, we're
bound to those things, or we have to come back and readjust our laws again. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Once again, the intent of that language, Senator Haar, is to be able
to go forward with what was already started and to be able to complete that review as
was...as we had planned to be done after the special session. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Right. And I take you seriously on that, and when I was asked by the
World-Herald what I thought would happen, I said, yeah, I thought we would just go
ahead with the same process. But in the bill, the way it's stated it seems that it is really
wide open, number one, to any pipeline that would come forward; and the second, to
any law that the federal government passes in the interim. And we know that the
pipeline has become a political football used by, it seems to me, both sides trying to
embarrass the other side. And so if they come up with some screwy law, that line, line
17 on page 3, ties us to whatever they do in Washington. And that concerns me a great
deal. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Well, it's a good question you've raised. And I'm going to look at that
while I'm sitting back here and listening to the other testimony. And, once again, if those
that follow me are not able to answer that for you... [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay, we can talk about that. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: ...to the degree that you want, then I will work on it for you. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. One of the things, I guess, that bothers me is that we're trying
to fix what does or doesn't happen in Washington. And what we've seen from them so
far is we don't have any idea and you almost have to assume the worse from what
we've seen so far. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Well, I'm going to take a little bit of a different perspective on that. I
don't...I'm not certain we're able to fix what's going on in Washington and this is
certainly not an attempt to...at fixing what is going on in Washington. This is simply what
we're trying to do to make certain that Nebraska, through the process that was
established in the special session, is able to adequately, properly review all potential
sites and made certain those sites work for Nebraska. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Um-hum. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: And that's what this is intended to do so that at the time that comes
when there is another application for a permit, that we will have the proper amount of
input into that route. And that's what this is about. [LB1161]
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SENATOR HAAR: Um-hum. Okay. Now again, I...in my mind I always just ask a ton of
"what ifs" and my understanding is that LB1 and LB4 not...I mean, we did it in response
to the KXL coming across the border. But when all is said and done, LB1 would apply to
any pipeline, and there are certain length and certain diameter of the pipeline. So there
could be a pipeline, let's say, constructed within in the United States that right now if
they applied for an application right now and it went through Nebraska, they would have
to go through the Public Service Commission process. But by delaying this for a year, it
would go back under the NDEQ process where Nebraskans pay for it, pay for the
environmental study. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Well, I think the...once...you know, the intent here is to be able to
utilize a department that is prepared and ready and qualified to perform the reviews that
are necessary for us to have the outcome that Nebraskans wanted as was seen in the
special session. The PSC at this point is not at the same point to be able to take over
those responsibilities. That's why it's better since the timeliness of this is that the
authority and the ability be given to DEQ to be able to complete their review. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Um-hum. But another pipeline, let's say an intrastate pipeline, under
this delay would come under NDEQ instead of the Public Service Commission, because
that applied to all hazardous material pipelines, crude oil pipelines. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I do not know for certain about the answer to that question, Senator,
but again, let's see if someone else is able to answer that for you. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Okay. Now do we know how much money...well, how much
money the NDEQ has spent so far, or is that something...I suppose I can ask that later.
[LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: You know, I think Mr. Linder is going to...I have had some
discussions. I have a general idea as to where they are in this process, but I would
prefer for him to answer that for you. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. And you had made the statement, the Public Service
Commission might not be able to jump right in if somebody applied for one today. Have
you talked to them about that? Is that...or is that a... [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I want to be clear on, you know, if that is exactly what I said, let me
clarify. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I believe for this pipeline, the Nebraska DEQ, I believe, is in a better
position to be able to complete this process review than would be the PSC at this point
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in time. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Okay. Then again, just some of the "what ifs"; now this law
actually takes the MOU out of, the memorandum of...MOU...of understanding out of the
mix. So what if things happened in a way that the memorandum of understanding made
sense? I mean, haven't you eliminated that in this bill? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: There is someone that is going to follow me that is much more...
[LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay, okay. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: ...of an expert on the legality, so please, allow him to answer those
questions. If he is not able to, I will assure you, I will work for that. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay, okay, okay, then we'll come back...okay, yeah. And really, I'm
just trying to talk about my concerns and my questions, so that's fine. And again, I
guess then I would just...my final question and sort of a statement would be that it
seems to me that this opens the door for another year to...to unintended consequences
and, gosh, I don't want another special session next August, again, in terms of any
pipeline coming through and this provision that...pursuant to any provision established
by the federal legislation, and I have no faith in that right now in that process, so.
[LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: And I'm going to respond to that, but actually use that opportunity to
clarify. As I'm asking you to refer those questions to some of the experts that follow me,
the reason for me doing that, Senator, is that Nebraskans deserve the facts. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: I agree. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: And you deserve answers to your questions. And we did our very
best to line up the people that...and anticipate the questions that would be asked and
line up the folks that could best answer those questions. I don't want to get into a game
of "gotcha" and I know that's not your intention. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: And I'm not playing that. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I just want to make certain that you get your questions answered
and that the public gets the facts. So that's the primary reason I'm referring off to some
of the experts that follow me. And once again, I will make certain you get your answers
if they are not able to provide them. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. And I found long ago I don't play "gotcha" very well. I just have
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to be up front with my concerns. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: All right. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any other questions? Seeing none,
thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. You have heard the opening on LB1161. We'll
now move to proponents. Welcome back. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: (Exhibit 7) Thank you. Good afternoon, Chairman Langemeier,
members of the Natural Resources Committee. My name is Robert Jones, J-o-n-e-s. As
you know, I represent TransCanada Keystone Pipeline L.P., a U.S. company
headquartered in Houston, Texas, with field operations headquartered in Omaha,
Nebraska. I am responsible for the implementation and development of the Keystone
pipeline project. I appreciate the opportunity to testify before this committee once again
on legislation related to the Keystone XL pipeline project. This afternoon I will provide
the committee with an update on the progress that has been made since the special
session last November, as well as certain developments that have occurred since then.
I would also like to advise the committee on our plans on advancing the project to
completion. I will comment on the importance of LB1161, which is now before the
committee, and following my testimony, Jim White, TransCanada's associate general
counsel, will testify in more detail about the need for LB1161. As you recall, last
November the Legislature took up bills to address Nebraskans' desire for TransCanada
to develop an alternative route for the Keystone XL pipeline project that avoided the
Sandhills region. During the special session, the U.S. Department of State announced
that it was delaying its issuance of a Presidential permit for the project until it could
study alternate routes in Nebraska and that a supplemental environmental impact study
would be prepared under the National Environmental Policy Act. With that
announcement and under the leadership of this committee, Speaker Flood, and the
Governor, and with TransCanada's full support, the Legislature unanimously passed
LB4. The legislation authorizes the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality to
enter into a memorandum of understanding with the U.S. Department of State and
collaborate in a supplemental environmental impact statement to determine a new route
across the state. The DEQ promptly engaged with the Department of State to develop
an MOU and hired an independent contractor to assist with the reroute effort. The DEQ
also published a map which delineated the Sandhills region so that TransCanada could
know what areas the Keystone XL pipeline must avoid. At the same time, TransCanada
began to assess and study potential alternative routes that avoided the Sandhills region.
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Keystone conducted desktop assessments and we supplemented it with our aerial and
ground reconnaissance. And with this information, TransCanada continues to assess
and refine potential alternative routes. On December 22, Congress passed the
Temporary Payroll Tax Cut Continuation Act. That act included a provision that required
the President to make a decision on the Presidential permit for the Keystone XL project
within 60 days. The act further provided no further NEPA review was required for the
pipeline route and the reroute in Nebraska. And as a result at that point, the U.S.
Department of State was no longer working on a supplemental EIS for the reroute and
suspended its collaboration on the MOU with the DEQ. On January 18, the U.S.
Department of State announced that the President accepted its recommendation to
deny the Presidential permit for Keystone XL and determined the project at present and
analyzed at that time does not serve the national interest. The President's Report to
Congress on the denial stated that the 60-day period provided by the Payroll Tax Act
was not adequate for the Department of State to obtain and assess the additional
information that was required to complete the national interest review of the project.
Specifically, there was insufficient time to develop and assess information regarding
alternative pipeline routes in Nebraska. The President's decision emphasized that it was
based on not having necessary information at that time. Importantly, the decision stated
that it does not preclude any subsequent permit application or applications for similar
projects. In a response to this decision, TransCanada issued a press release stating it
fully intends to refile for its Presidential permit. The most important aspect of refiling for
this Presidential permit is the determination of a process for a new route in Nebraska.
And for that reason I'm here to support LB1161 which authorizes the DEQ to resume its
work in connection with that reroute determination. As you may be aware, there are a
number of legislative initiatives being discussed in D.C. that could impact this project
and that process would lead to a Presidential permit. What I want to make very clear is
TransCanada's intent to live up to its commitment to work with the state of Nebraska to
develop a new route that avoids the Sandhills no matter what the federal process turns
out to be. We made that commitment last fall; we want to live up to it. We are ready to
resume our engagement with the DEQ as soon as LB1161 becomes effective. Thank
you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Dubas.
[LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Thank you, Senator Langemeier. Thank you, Mr. Jones. I have not
been able to get a clear answer to this question and I'm hoping you will be the one who
will be able to do it. When we refer to, in the legislation, we're talking about Executive
Order 13337. When you make your reapplication, will it be under that same executive
order or will it be a different executive order? [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: No, that executive order was for permits crossing the border.
[LB1161]
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SENATOR DUBAS: Okay. So your reapplication will still fall underneath that executive...
[LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Yes, and I'll have Mr. White...you should ask Mr. White that to
confirm it. He's the expert. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: All right, thank you. Well, then I have some other application
questions so maybe I'll just wait on those with Mr. White, is he more... [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: When it comes to real technical legal bill stuff, he's the guy. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: I think that's where the rest of my questions are at, so. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: I'm about the business; he's about the legal aspects. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: I'll let you off the hook then. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Very good. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Haar. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yes. Welcome. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Again. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yes, we bumped into each other in Columbus as well. So by
opening...again, my "what if" is around unintended consequences. If you were the only
pipeline company in this world right now, I wouldn't have nearly the "what ifs" that I
have. But if we delay this for another year, what if Enbridge comes in? Wouldn't, as you
read the legislation, couldn't they then be treated in the same way not only by the
NDEQ, but Nebraska taxpayers paying for that study? [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: I think...first of all, let's look at the business aspects. Is the reality of
another pipeline ready to apply across for a route in Nebraska? And the answer is no.
Your CAPP map clearly shows that there's no other pipeline going through Nebraska by
Enbridge. They don't come anywhere near Nebraska. Their competitive alternative is to
go through Chicago. And whatever pipeline proposals they're talking about, that's the
way they would go. So the reality is that there is no other pipeline company right now
that's proposing a pipeline across the state of Nebraska. I think what this bill is intended
to do is to address the spirit of what we did last November. And, yes, the federal
government has put a lot of challenges for us in order to meet that commitment, both
the people and the state of Nebraska and for TransCanada. Believe me, we didn't go
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looking for this. We were working in collaboration with the Department of Environmental
Quality and we now just need the authorization to continue our job. Right now we only
have a final environmental impact statement that goes through the Sandhills. Our
commitment is to make sure we have a process...we need a process to make sure we
can fulfill our commitment, which is to avoid the Sandhills. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: But if there were another pipeline, and again, that 2007 map and
I...the 2010 didn't show it, but there were four pipelines coming down. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: But...so...you're talking about a macro characterization... [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Of course. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: ...of what is going to be required to move Canadian oil and Balkan oil
into the marketplace. Those four pipelines don't go through Nebraska. Only Keystone
XL goes through Nebraska. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: So this...well, on that map they all went through Nebraska. And each
one of them... [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: I know that map. I work...I worked with CAPP. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Well, you and I can share maps afterwards, but I have a copy
of that too. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Yeah. But it was a characterization, right? [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Sure...agree. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: It was a characterization to show that pipelines are required to go
from where there's the production basin to... [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: But in that characterization, four pipelines went through Nebraska
from Alberta. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: I respectfully disagree with that. That's fine. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yeah, anyway. Well, we'll pull out the maps and then we can do that
afterwards. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Sure. Because Express goes through Wyoming and Enbridge goes
through Wisconsin and Minneapolis and Illinois, so it doesn't make practical sense for
them to come through Nebraska. [LB1161]
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SENATOR HAAR: Yeah, yeah. So we don't know what Washington is going to do. I
mean they acted in a...it's a political fight, right now. I doubt if anybody cares about the
oil. It's...you know, who can embarrass who the most. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: And I think this bill absolutely...by decoupling, we depoliticize, so no
matter what federal agency...because it could be that we won't be dealing with the
Department of State anymore. And I want to clarify two questions. One was with
regards to MOU. It does not write out an MOU. This absolutely is an and/or
requirement. So if we end up dealing with a different federal agency, or even the
Department of State and we needed to have an MOU, then DEQ is totally allowed under
this legislation to do an MOU. It doesn't prevent it at all. And the other was in regards to
NEPA. It doesn't prevent NEPA at all. In fact, it supports NEPA, it's an and/or situation.
And again, if the federal government, which, by the way, it has, has said the NEPA
record is closed, but let's say some other federal agency needs something and that's
what that's trying to clarifying. So it's an expansion to say, look, we don't have to
be...we're not just looking at a NEPA requirement here if it's some other federal
legislation. So let me give you an example, the Migratory Bird Tree Act. That prevents
certain types of construction. So if we need to...if DEQ needs to work with an agency
then they can do that whether they use NEPA or not. But it doesn't prevent NEPA. In
fact, we would strongly urge that the DEQ continue to follow the NEPA guidelines.
[LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: But it strikes out the words NEPA and so on. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: No, it doesn't. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Well, let's look. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: And I would...so I suggest you talk to Jim White about this, but I don't
believe that's the edit that that's required, it's an and/or thing. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Well, I would disagree that it decouples us from the federal
government, because on page 3, line 17, where it moves the date, it says, pursuant to
any provision established by federal legislation. So if they come up with something
tomorrow, we're tied to that. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Yeah, but that's in regards to the fact that they've approved the
pipeline. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: But it just says, pursuant to any provision established by the fed...so
whatever the federal government passes in the way of the pipeline between now and
2013, we've tied ourselves to that. [LB1161]
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ROBERT JONES: We do now. I mean, we have to comply with the federal rules.
[LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Well, you have more faith in what is going to happen there
than I do. And what about the phrase that keeps occurring about "similar study or
evaluation" and the next... [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: I think that's...that's...yeah, but, it truly...that's the one that
says...DEQ decides. Right? DEQ is representing the state of Nebraska here. They're
the ones that are most qualified. This isn't TransCanada. This isn't the federal
government here. This is the state of Nebraska saying the spirit of our session in
November was we've got to find an approved route. And they're the experts and they're
going to run this process. And so that really leaves it to them to figure out. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: But before, it was tied to NEPA. Now NDEQ could decide...it says, or
a similar study or evaluation. That is so broad and vague that it could be whatever
NDEQ wants then. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Right. But because NDEQ is the appropriate party to determine that,
they're the experts to determine it, because certain federal agencies they may need to
work with wouldn't fit in...NEPA doesn't work, so maybe it's something else. But again,
I'm the business guy. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: I'll defer. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Talk to the lawyers and DEQ after I'm done. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: I get uncomfortable talking to lawyers. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: They are the experts on this...the actual nuances and the technical
change that are regarded in this bill. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay, thank you. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: You're welcome. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Are there any other questions? Seeing none, thank you very
much for your testimony. [LB1161]



ROBERT JONES: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Further testimony as a proponent. Welcome. [LB1161]
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JIM WHITE: (Exhibit 8) Good afternoon. Good afternoon, Chairman Langemeier,
members of the committee. My name is Jim White. I'm the associate general counsel for
TransCanada Corporation with responsibility for advising the company with respect to
the major state and federal permits that the company requires in order to prosecute the
Keystone XL project. I understand there may be a few questions for me so I'll try to keep
my remarks brief. I appreciate the opportunity to address the committee regarding the
need for the legislation referred as LB1161. We believe the bill is required to restore the
process that was put in place by LB4 during the special session last November. LB4
was adopted to authorize the DEQ to participate in a joint effort with the State
Department to develop a new route avoiding the Sandhills region. At that time the State
Department had indicated publicly that it intended to conduct that review in the form of a
supplemental environmental impact statement under NEPA. Therefore, LB4 specifically
referenced the DEQ's authority to "collaborate with a federal agency or agencies in a
review under NEPA involving a supplemental environmental impact statement for the oil
pipeline projects through or across the state." The bill further required the DEQ to enter
into an MOU with the State Department. Upon the enactment of LB4, DEQ engaged
with the State Department with respect to the MOU, hired a contractor and published a
map delineating the Sandhills region that Keystone was required to avoid. In late
December in a step that no one here could reasonably have anticipated, the Congress
passed the Payroll Tax Cut Extension which required the President to make a decision
with respect to the Presidential permit application within 60 days. The act required the
reconsideration of a route within Nebraska, but provided that the supplemental...that the
final EIS was sufficient for that reroute and that there would be no further NEPA review.
In January the State Department announced its determination that the project as
presented and analyzed at that time did not serve the national interest. That
determination was based on the rationale that there was inadequate time to complete
the review of the route and the Sandhills. As Mr. Jones stated, TransCanada intends to
refile its application for a Presidential permit. In pursuing that application, TransCanada
will honor its commitment to develop a new route in Nebraska that avoids the Sandhills.
Moreover, TransCanada intends to work with the state in developing that route. Given
these circumstances, we believe it is important for the Legislature to provide renewed
authorization for DEQ to take the lead role in the Nebraska reroute effort. That
authorization should take into account developments that are under consideration in
Congress that make it difficult to predict with certainty what the federal process will be
going forward. In short, there are legislative initiatives that if enacted, could take the
reroute out of the hands of the State Department or provide that the State Department's
role in that process would not involve a supplemental EIS under NEPA. Without going
into any great detail, there is an initiative in Congress that would require the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission to grant a permit to TransCanada after a reapplication
is filed. There is another initiative that would grant TransCanada a Presidential permit
and prohibit construction in Nebraska until the Governor submits a new route to the
State Department. That initiative requires federal agencies to assist Nebraska, but not



Transcript Prepared By the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office



Natural Resources Committee
February 16, 2012



24











necessarily under a NEPA process. It's not possible to predict whether or when any of
these federal initiatives might ultimately be adopted, or if so, how they might be
amended. TransCanada, certainly, does not control or direct the federal legislative
process. For these reasons we believe that LB1161 appropriately grants the DEQ the
authority to determine an alternative route under either the existing federal framework,
which is 13337, or any other scenario that develops through congressional initiatives.
Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there questions? Senator Dubas. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Thank you, Senator Langemeier; and thank you, Mr. White, you've
helped clear up a few things for me. But, okay, so an MOU, is that...walk me through
what an MOU looks like in a generic form. What are we agreeing to here? [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Essentially the MOU sets out roles and responsibilities of the various
participants in a review process. So if there's a joint federal and state, it would delineate
those responsibilities of the state agency, the responsibilities of the federal agency,
usually there is a timing aspect to it or a schedule aspect to it, and a substantive aspect,
what would be the criteria in the review, those sorts of steps. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Okay. So if we decouple ourselves from an MOU with the State
Department or any other...not knowing what agency we may ultimately end up having to
deal with, if we have no MOU and we move forward with our own EIS and we're dealing
with another agency...or they come in and they say, well, what you've done doesn't
meet with what we would set out in an MOU. Are we wasting our time by doing that? Is
it okay for us to move forward without any MOU in place? [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Right. So I can't speak specifically to what standards or what process the
DEQ would establish in the absence of participating in a joint NEPA review. My
expectation would be that they would set forth a process which if not a strict NEPA
process, was very similar to a NEPA process. But we had some preliminary discussions
with DEQ and that was our understanding. I do want to make the point that it's by far the
most likely scenario is that we will file a new application under the existing executive
order, under the existing framework and proceed through the supplemental NEPA
process with the State Department. The only reason that this legislation is being
proposed is because of the federal initiatives that are out there. The likelihood of those
federal initiatives actually being adopted, I think, is relatively low, but because there is
the potential for that activity, there's a...the bill, LB1161, adds on an additional
authorization for DEQ to do its work in the event that it's taken away from the State
Department. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: Okay. So your understanding then is if it would still remain with the
State Department, we moved forward with our own EIS, we would probably...we would
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be okay with what we're doing. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Yes. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: And you answered my question about the executive order. There
has been some concern about would there be any other pipeline companies who could
potentially come in under this...this appears to kind of open it up to others. We know
what our intent is, but could this be opened up to others. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Right. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: If you're going to submit an application, is it something as simple as
saying I'm Company XYZ and I'm applying for a Presidential permit... [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: No. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: ...and then you move forward? Or is it...I mean, is this something
that has to be in the works for a considerable amount of time before you make the
application and the application is extensive? [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: So I've prepared three Presidential permit applications. The prework, both
on the regulatory and commercial side, that has to go on in advance of filing that sort of
an application is voluminous. First of all you need commercial support or you don't have
a project. Secondly, you need to do the studies that help you delineate where the
project is going to go. Then you need to put all that information together in an
application. Typically, a Presidential permit application has a national interest
demonstration, it has a business case, and then it has an environmental submittal that
goes with it which is extremely voluminous. So the work that is required to both put
together a project from a commercial standpoint and from a regulatory standpoint is
quite significant. I'm not aware of anyone who has proposed a border crossing, an
additional border crossing permit, sorry, an additional border crossing project. Those
are the only projects that could theoretically be excluded from LB1 and put into LB4. A
project, of example, the Enbridge project that's been discussed from Flanagan, Illinois,
down to Cushing, that's not a candidate for LB4 because it would not seek a border
crossing permit. [LB1161]



SENATOR DUBAS: So, if you're going to be submitting a border crossing application
and we're extending this time line out another year, that's not a time frame that is
especially conducive to getting one of these applications ready to put forward, is that
correct? [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: I would agree with that. It's a theoretical possibility; I think from a practical
standpoint it's quite unlikely. [LB1161]
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SENATOR DUBAS: All right, thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Haar. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Well, I'm going to go over some of the same issues. And I think we
all agree that the kids in Washington are playing with politics and not with energy policy.
What in the LB4 said LB4 could only apply to a border crossing? [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Okay. On page 3. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: If you look at between lines 12 and 18... [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: ...there is the...this is the exemption from LB1 and it's for a pipeline that has
submitted an application under the executive order prior to January 1, 2013; or which
applies for or is granted a border crossing authority prior to that date. So it has to be
someone who has actually filed or been granted by Congressional fiat a Presidential
permit before January 1, 2013. There are no bills being discussed in Congress that
would grant anyone else a Presidential permit by a Congressional fiat. It's not on the
table. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Not now. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Not on the table. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Not now. Well, let's go back to page 4 of the bill that strikes
out the memorandum of understanding. Would your understanding of Nebraska law be
that since...that the NDEQ could enter into an MOU with the federal government without
authority? Because this just crosses that out. I mean, it...at line 3 it says "the
department shall enter into a memorandum of understanding with such federal agencies
as set forth," and it just crosses out "enter into a memorandum of understanding." And
so if we came back and everything just came back into line and started flowing again
and it was appropriate that the DEQ had to work with the Department of State, now the
NDEQ has no authority to enter into a memorandum of understanding. Or am I reading
this wrong? [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: So section... [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: I'm sorry, on page 4. [LB1161]
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JIM WHITE: Yep. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Line...well, it starts at line 1 and it...the memorandum of
understanding is mentioned in line 3. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Yeah, I don't believe that that precludes DEQ from entering in a
memorandum of understanding. It simply takes into account the possibility that they
might be proceeding in a...down a review in a different scenario. For example, Section 3
says that the department may collaborate with a federal agency in a NEPA review
involving a supplemental environmental impact statement. That's the old language,
that's the standard process, Executive Order 13337, that's the most likely scenario.
What is added here is the ability to determine the route of a pipeline to be included in an
application to a federal agency or agency. That's to cover the situation where, for
example, Congress grants a Presidential permit by Congressional fiat, leaving no one at
the federal level to do the border crossing. But we still need to apply for other federal
permits. For example, our Clean Water Act, Section 4, for permits to the Corps of
Engineers, we need a route for that. We would need DEQ to assist in developing that
route. And DEQ could enter into a joint review with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
either under a memorandum of understanding or some other arrangement with the
Corps. The... [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: How do you... [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Sorry. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yeah. How do you interpret in this...this is one of the things that I
brought up several times again, and I guess it's finally fallen to you, so congratulations.
Six times it says, "or similar study or evaluation of the route of an oil pipeline." To me,
that seems vague to the extent that I just have to trust things. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: Well, I don't think it's particularly vague, because if you read it in context, it
says, "shall fully fund the process of the preparation of a supplemental environmental
impact statement or similar study or evaluation." The supplemental environmental
impact statement would occur under the standard executive order process. If in the
event that that's not the path that we go down because of some federal development, it
says that the study that the DEQ must do must be similar to a supplemental EIS under
NEPA. So I think that actually provides DEQ with quite a bit of guidance as to what that
process should look like. It should be similar to a supplemental EIS under NEPA.
[LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: To a nonlegal person "similar to" is sort of like the word "fair" to me,
but maybe it's not. I guess, you know, to summarize it, this bill does not...and I
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understand the intent that Senator Smith is talking about, basically, to let federal
government do their thing and get on with where we were in November. I mean, that's
kind of the way I understand his intent. But this law doesn't require memorandum of
understanding; it doesn't require a NEPA review; it doesn't require a supplemental
impact statement; and it no longer has to be a shared jurisdiction and authority with the
feds. So I just see the...again, NDEQ could enter into an agreement with a pipeline and
get going and...that makes me feel uncomfortable. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: If I could respond to some of that. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Oh sure, please, please. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: So again, if we are under the standard executive process, there will be a
supplemental EIS under NEPA and DEQ would be participating in that under an MOU.
In the event that another process was established by federal legislation, DEQ would be
directed to conduct a study similar to that which would have been done under NEPA in
a supplemental EIS. I don't think it provides them with unfettered discretion to simply sit
down and, you know, sketch out a route with us. I think it requires a process that is
similar to NEPA. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: But it could be done just with the pipeline company. It wouldn't have
to include the federal government. [LB1161]



JIM WHITE: If Congress created a scenario where no federal agency was involved in
the border crossing, that's theoretically correct. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any other questions? Seeing none,
thank you for your testimony. Further testimony in support. Welcome. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: (Exhibit 9) Thank you. Good afternoon, Senator Langemeier, members
of the Natural Resources Committee. My name is Mike Linder, last name L-i-n-d-e-r. I'm
director of Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality. First of all I'd like to thank
Senator Smith for inviting me to testify today, but more importantly for me, for not...for
not uninviting me. It's good to appear and testify on this topic. I'm here today to testify in
support of LB1161 and AM1984. I want to make it clear from the outset that my support
is of the legislation as a means to modify and carry forward the process devised during
the 2011 Special Session regarding the Keystone XL project. My testimony should in no
way be taken as any kind of position on the project itself, but only as clarifying the
process that began after the special session adjourned. I would like to take a couple of
minutes to outline what steps DEQ had taken subsequent to the special session and the
process that we had planned to implement LB4. And finally I will indicate how I believe
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LB1161 and AM1984 would enable DEQ to get back on track with the special session
solution. As you probably know, DEQ had only peripheral involvement in the pipeline
project prior to the special session. Our involvement related mostly to kind of peripheral
permits that we issued, but no permit for the project, per se, based on a broad
environmental evaluation of that project. Pursuant to LB4, DEQ is given the ability to
conduct an environmental review of an alternate route segment of the Keystone XL
project. The understanding at the end of the special session was that TransCanada
would alter its proposed pipeline route to avoid the Sandhills region in Nebraska. To the
extent the DEQ would work with a federal agency in a NEPA review, we were to do so
only under the terms of a memorandum of understanding between DEQ and the federal
agency involved pursuant to LB4. Upon enactment on November 22, 2011, DEQ began
promptly implementing LB4. On December 2, we hired the services of a full...of a
full-service environmental consulting firm and also an internal agency team. And the
consultant then began preparing for an environmental evaluation of the proposed
alternate route segment which would be determined by the applicant. Also on
December 1, 2011, DEQ contacted the Department of State to begin exploring the
process for entering into an MOU between our two agencies which would outline
responsibilities and define a schedule. DEQ received a first draft of the agreement from
the State Department within the next couple of weeks and exchanged comments with
them. DEQ then submitted the proposed final version to the State Department on
December 19, 2011, and to this date no further progress has been made on that front. I
might mention that that document is available on our Web site if anybody is interested in
looking at the content of that. Also under LB4, the Department knew that one of the first
actions it would need to be taken by the DEQ would be to delineate the Sandhills area
on a map so that the applicant would know what areas of the state to avoid in its
proposed alternate route. DEQ did that on December 29, 2011, by adopting an existing
and widely accepted ecoregions map of Nebraska that identified the most extensive and
comprehensive evaluation of all of the state's ecoregions including the Sandhills. This
map was the result, and it's actually a national map, a result of a multi-agency effort led
by federal and state agencies, but led by United States Environmental Protection
Agency in the mid- and late 1990s and complete in the early 2000s. With the map
available, DEQ believed it would receive the proposed alternate route segment filed with
the department by the pipeline carrier in early to mid-January. Once the department
received that alternate route segment report, the plan was to review it and conduct
several public meetings; actually, it would have probably been about this week, in the
affected area to present the new proposal and to answer questions from the interested
public. Once that process would have been complete, DEQ planned to give an initial
reaction back to the applicant on the proposed preferred new route segment and
alternatives, if any. And then the applicant would move from its preliminary review to a
more in-depth, on the ground investigation of the actual proposed route to be submitted.
DEQ estimated this process would commence, probably, in about the March, 2012, time
frame. And then we anticipated over the next couple months the applicant would finalize
its route to submit to the agency. I see my light has come on, so I got to... [LB1161]
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SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Go ahead and finish; this is important. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Okay. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Finish your... [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: So we anticipated that by May or June of 2012, we would get the
in-depth environmental report and it would then be our turn and our consultant's turn to
examine the information and prepare the SEIS report. Once complete, and we're
projecting in July, 2012, we would have presented that document out again for
additional public comment. And I might mention that while I only refer to two different
comment periods, we had...we had begun preparing our Web site to be able to accept
comments throughout the process. We had set up a special e-mail account that people
could...I think we had five different ways people could comment, not only during these
two periods, but throughout the review process. And then finally, after considering any
additional public comments in that second period, DEQ would finalize its report for the
Governor along with a recommendation by September 1, 2012. Pursuant to LB4, the
Governor then has 30 days to review the report and act on it by forwarding his decision
to the relevant federal agency, which in this case would be the Department of State.
Obviously, this was an ambitious schedule, but there was a clear intent, I felt, during the
special session to complete the process of an alternate route segment review
thoroughly and expeditiously. As you know, and has been discussed already, on
January 18, 2012, President Obama announced that he was accepting the
recommendation of the State Department to deny the application for a construction
permit for the Keystone XL pipeline under the Temporary Payroll Tax Cut Continuation
Act of 2011. The official denial was published in a Presidential memorandum published
in the Federal Register on February 3, 2012. I mentioned earlier that the DEQ had
begun negotiations with the State Department on an MOU. But since the President's
decision, DEQ was informed by the State Department that it will not be entering into an
MOU with our agency since there's no longer a pending application on file. So this has
brought the state review process, essentially, to a standstill. Our department has been
unable to accomplish the task assigned to it by the Legislature and the Governor. The
department has suspended any task order assignments to the contractor, and the
internal team is back doing their regularly assigned duties. LB1161 and AM1984 would
allow flexibility for DEQ to perform a review of the alternate route segment if submitted
by a pipeline carrier, without the need of an MOU with a federal agency. As I envision it,
the review would follow the same basic process as outlined above, although obviously,
the time frame would now be delayed somewhat. AM1984 would maintain the intent of
the special session legislation by clarifying that LB1 does not apply to the situation
before us now if the applicant does reapply at the federal level before January, 2013.
Secondly, the amendment would still allow DEQ to be a cooperating agency under
NEPA, but not require that an MOU be in place before we begin our work. Also, in the
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absence of an active application under NEPA, AM1984 would allow DEQ to start a
review which would eventually become part of a NEPA application to an appropriate
federal agency. So in summary, the proposed legislation would give DEQ the flexibility
to conduct a review as contemplated in LB4 without the necessity of having an MOU in
place. DEQ is ready to reengage; the consultant is still on-board ready to reengage in
the process and is poised to respond quickly with its review team and pick up where the
process left off. However, we do feel a legislative change is necessary for DEQ to
continue evaluating an alternate route segment of the oil pipeline if it is submitted. That
concludes my comments, I'd be happy to respond to any questions. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator... We'll start with Senator Carlson. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Thank you, Senator Langemeier. Director Linder, on the first
page of your statement here, the next to the last paragraph, on...and you acted quickly,
after the special session. On December 2, DEQ hired a full-service environmental
consulting firm. What was that process? How did you go about doing that? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: LB4 waived the procurement, I can't remember the name of the
engineering consulting procurement act, but it is pretty much at least a 90-day process.
So LB4 waived that process for us procuring a consultant under LB4. What we did was
we knew there were a limited number of firms that had a significant Nebraska contact or
that had done a lot of work in Nebraska and were either based or semi-based in the
state. So we reached out to three companies that we knew were probably of sufficient
size and had a significant Nebraska contact and asked them for proposals. I think we
had about a week for them to submit proposals. And then we had an internal review
team look at the three proposals and selected HDR out of Omaha. I say full-service
consulting firm because they were able to provide all of the expertise we needed without
having to create a separate subcontractor team, which would take additional time and
actually additional vetting, too, to make sure there wasn't any conflict of interest. So
that's the process we used. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Okay. So you ended up with three proposals. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Right. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: And did you meet individually with those three or you just
evaluated based on what they turned in? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: We evaluated, and I believe Pat Rice in my agency, who I asked to
head up the internal team, visited with each of the firms on a pretty informal basis. It
wasn't the typical come in and make a presentation, but they all had written proposals
for us. [LB1161]
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SENATOR CARLSON: Okay, all right, thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Haar. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yes, thank you. Director Linder, you probably don't make enough.
(Laugh) But that's not a topic for here. Have you seen a route yet from TransCanada on
a map where they plan... [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: They have not submitted a proposal, but I'll take you back in time. We
were probably a week away from them submitting their alternate route report. So they
did, in a meeting with us, show us more or less what they were thinking. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Could you tell us what that is? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: And they had a number of different drawing...essentially corridor
drawings that went around the Sandhills area, but I can't describe them. It was just...and
there's nothing they left with us or anything. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: They were sort of on the napkin kind of things, yeah? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Well, it was a little more than that. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: But it was very rough. And, of course, that was, I believe, the next week
was when the President made the decision. That kind of threw everything off track at
that point. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: So if Congress would not...would just have let things alone we'd be
going right now? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: We would...this was the week we had projected that we would...I think
we were going to conduct a series of four or five public meetings in the area. I can't
remember which communities. But so it would have been this week. And, you know, we
would have been out gathering comments. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. So how much money do you think you already spent? Do you
have an estimate? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Well, the internal team, I don't really have a dollar figure on that. HDR,
we got their first bill and I believe it was about $90,000. And that was ramp-up time so,
you know, it's kind of...I think it was kind of go in a little bit of a cyclical billing amount.
That was ramp-up time and, you know, we would have had another very busy period
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during the summer. But I think we were fairly comfortable with the budgeted amount.
We were billed for $90,000 give or take. And I think they had a few weeks into January
then that we haven't been billed yet for. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay, so right around $100,000. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Probably a good guess. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: So to unwrap this project again, is it going to be more expensive for
Nebraska because it got halted in Congress? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Well, I guess it depends on what we end up with. I mean, if we were to
start again where we left off, whatever it was, three or four weeks ago, I wouldn't think
there would be much difference. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Pretty much just flip the switch. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: But otherwise I'd just be speculating on what we're faced with. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Sure. Okay, without LB1161, in your opinion, would we be
operating...okay, without LB1161 and TransCanada makes a new application, are we
then operating under LB1 or LB4? LB1 was the Public Services Commission, LB4 is the
NDEQ. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Without LB1161? [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yeah. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: I think it's a question mark, I don't think there's a clear answer to that
because this applicant had made application prior to the effective date under that
executive order. It's kind of silent on...is a reapplication, does that count. I don't think it's
clear. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yeah, because we couldn't anticipate the mischief of Congress I
guess. And so we're probably all in the dark there. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Yeah, I don't think it's a black and white answer on that question.
[LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. So you said that...and I don't know how exactly how an MOU
works. I'm sure you talk back and forth, right? And then you come to an agreement
since it's a memorandum of understanding? [LB1161]
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MIKE LINDER: Yeah, and actually, if you look a the document that's on our Web site,
you'll see that it's really kind of a template document that is the process that many
agencies in the federal government use to designate cooperating agencies. So there
isn't redundant reviews. When a state has, a state or a tribe or other entity has its own
siting requirements, oftentimes the federal government will enter into these MOUs or
some kind of arrangement designating cooperating agencies so there's not a redundant
review. So we were banking on that process. So what you would see is a pretty
standard document that we started with and then refined it for our particular process,
but... [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: So if things just got back on track the way they were and so on, and
went ahead with LB1161. Could you just sort of pull that MOU off the plate and go
forward with it? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: I...well, I'm not sure I quite understand your question, but based on
earlier questions. I think if the applicant reapplied at the federal level, presumably with
the Department of State, unless something changes, we would recontact Department of
State right away and try to get that MOU in place because it only...you know, we're
going to use the NEPA process because eventually that's what the applicant would
need would be a NEPA, very much a NEPA-like document in order to get their final EIS
amended. If we just turned in an inadequate study, it wouldn't really do anybody any
good. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Well, except if Congress is successful in changing it from the
Department of State, we might not even see that same EIS or it might even be called by
a different name. So we don't know probably. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: I suppose that's possible. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yeah, we don't know what that would look like. So in your opinion is
this...is LB1161 designed for the Keystone or could another, you know, tsunamis are not
predicted, oil ruptures in the Gulf are not predicted, we don't predict that someone else
would come in. But could another pipeline, another situation come into this or is this just
for KXL? [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Yeah, I suppose it's possible that somebody else could apply. But it
would be a Department of State EIS, which I think Mr. White testified to. To get to that
point is a pretty lengthy process. I think some of your earlier questions dealt with
intrastate pipelines. And, you know, I don't think that would...I don't think this bill would
really affect those. But in terms of other Department of State applications, you know, I
suppose it's possible somebody could apply. I'm not as familiar with them in terms of
what it takes to file that application but... [LB1161]
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SENATOR HAAR: Well, I'd just like to say, I appreciate your diligence in moving forward
after the special session then. And you answered questions I threw at you and so on
and I appreciate that. Thank you very much. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Seeing no other questions, thank you very much
for your testimony. [LB1161]



MIKE LINDER: Okay, thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Further testimony in support. Seeing none, we'll move
to...don't want to go too fast. Any other support? No. Opponents. Come on up. [LB1161]



MARY PIPHER: (Exhibit 10) Thank you, I'm sorry...my name is Mary Pipher, P-i-p-h-e-r.
I'm sorry to rush to the head of the line, but I have to go pick up my grandson from day
care. I come to you as a concerned citizen, a lifelong resident of Nebraska and as a
mother and grandmother whose family all live in our state. I also come as a friend of
Sally Gordon who many of you knew. She died this week at the age of 102. I attended
her funeral yesterday and thought about her 85 years of service to the people of
Nebraska. As her son, Jim, said at her service, Sally didn't want the good life, she
strived for a good life. Today I'm here to ask that you, like Sally Gordon, serve the
people of our state. We are your constituents, not the lobbyists for TransCanada. This
last year I have followed the work of this committee, the Legislature, and the Governor.
And I have to say that I'm rather dumbstruck by what I have seen. It appears to me that,
with the exception of a couple members, this committee in particular has spent its year
worrying about the welfare of TransCanada. I simply cannot comprehend about why this
would be the case. TransCanada is an oil conglomerate, owned by, among others,
China and Saudi Arabia. Its business profits and bidding should not be the concerns of
this committee. Why have you wasted so much time protecting a foreign corporation?
Why have they had a voice in your deliberations instead of the people of the state? Why
has TransCanada had access to legislators that ranchers and farmers threatened with
eminent domain have not had? Why is this corporation being privileged and given a
pass on rules and regulations? What is so special about it? If we have an oil spill and
our lands and waters are polluted, will you be able to tell us not to worry, that it's
TransCanada oil and not the oil of some other company? In fact, why is this hearing
even necessary and why was the Smith bill submitted? There is no pending pipeline
permit and there is not even a tentative route that we know about. We already have a
legal process in place, LB1, to evaluate the new pipelines. Many of us are not happy
with what we have witnessed in this Capitol Building which was funded by the dimes
and quarters of our grandparents during the Great Depression. I see a committee
pandering to TransCanada and ignoring the needs of our citizens. I won't speculate on
the reasons why this is happening, but I will state for the record that you have not
respected the voices of our people and you have not treated us fairly. I want you to
know that many Nebraskans are watching you. We have had enough. We expect an
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open, just and democratic process from this committee and the Legislature. We should
not have to ask for this, but we do. Please, Senators, do your jobs, think about Sally
Gordon and all the others in our state who have done their jobs to give us a good life.
Don't let yourselves be bullied by TransCanada or don't sell yourself short. You are our
leaders. Please protect us and our state, you can do it. Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Are there any questions? Seeing none, thank you very
much. [LB1161]



MARY PIPHER: You're welcome. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Further testimony in opposition. Welcome. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: (Exhibit 11) Good afternoon. For the record, my name is Ken Winston,
last name is spelled W-i-n-s-t-o-n, appearing on behalf of the Nebraska Chapter of the
Sierra Club in opposition to LB1161. On November 15, 2011, I appeared before this
committee in support of an amendment to LB4 as part of an agreement intended to
achieve two goals--rerouting the proposed TransCanada pipeline out of the Sandhills,
and establishing a framework to determine the routing of oil pipelines. There were two
significant parts of that agreement, first, that the LB4 process would be applicable only
with regard to an application pending on the effective date of the act; and second, that
all subsequent pipeline applications would be subject to the process provided by LB1.
This agreement is reflected in the legislative record. It is also specifically endorsed in
the language of the legislation enacted by the Legislature. Both LB4 and LB1 were
unanimously passed by the Legislature and signed into law by Governor Heineman
within minutes of their passage. The most significant, although perhaps unspoken, party
to that agreement were the thousands of Nebraska citizens who attended State
Department hearings in Lincoln and Atkinson, and more than 100 who testified at the
hearings in the special session, and countless others who have spoken out on this
issue, participated in events, written letters, and made phone calls. Their messages
came from research and personal experience and were both honest and eloquent. I
believe that LB1161 represents a unilateral repudiation of that agreement. Although I
testified at the hearing that we had reservations about LB4, the Sierra Club has upheld
its side of the agreement. Instead of following the laws passed by the Legislature in the
special session, TransCanada now wants a special law passed to accommodate them
since their application was denied. I also believe that in addition to repudiating the
agreement that it creates, that it has legal flaws. LB1161 does strike a reference to the
NEPA in contrast to what Mr. Jones said. It would significantly change the LB4
agreement. Part of that agreement was that the process would be pursuant to NEPA
and the state would conduct an EIS. There's a body of law and procedures that are
based upon these provisions, in particular a process for public input. We supported LB4
with the understanding that there would be full opportunities for public input pursuant to
the EIS process and we encouraged the public to participate to the fullest extent
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possible. In addition, we also have concerns about whether it would be subject to a
constitutional attack under Article III, Section 18 of the constitution which forbids special
legislation. LB4 may have been susceptible to a challenge on such grounds, but
LB1161 is far more vulnerable in this area since it is an attempt to legislate for one
company's project for which there is not even a current application. It appears to be a
closed class and would confirm a benefit on one applicant that would not be available to
others. It's also likely to be vulnerable to a challenge on equal protection grounds, since
it is likely that any subsequent applicants would also be able to state similar reasons
why their application should be given an expedited process and why the state should
pay for their review. LB1161 would also exempt TransCanada from the eminent domain
provisions contained in LB1. Nebraska landowners need protection from unwarranted
eminent domain threats. LB1 is a step in the right direction, but hardly provides enough
protection for the kinds of threats that Nebraska landowners have experienced. LB1161
is a step backward in that regard. On November 22, 2011, I gave a speech at the
Lincoln Rotary Club about the pipeline process. The theme of that speech was how
Nebraskans had come together to find common ground and resolve a difficult issue. In
closing, I said the participation of thousands of Nebraska citizens throughout this
process had made me proud to be a Nebraskan. The fact that the Legislature
responded to their concerns and found a solution to these significant policy issues had
only increased that pride. And I also want to talk about Sally Gordon because she was
in attendance that day. And she told me the reason that she came was because she
wanted to find out what the Legislature had done in the special session. She asked a
question, at 102 years old, she asked what had happened and how could we be sure
that the Sandhills and the aquifer would be protected? I told her that there was an
agreement and that it was in good faith and that I expected the people would honor it.
But I also indicated that people would have to keep their eyes and ears open and stay
involved in the process. I'm honoring my promise to Sally. Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Christensen.
[LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. Thank you, Ken, for your testimony.
I guess I'll have to agree to disagree with you, but I think we made an agreement with
TransCanada to exempt them in LB1 and LB4. And I believe I asked several of your
testifiers for the Sierra Club if we passed these bills if you guys would support the
pipeline. And many times the same response come, we're not trying to kill the pipeline,
we're trying to keep it out of the precious Sandhills. I believe we worked out an
agreement to move it. And then I believe your organization, as well as others here, went
to Washington fighting it. I guess I felt stabbed in the back after all that work. And I
guess I feel like you've went back on your agreement. I guess that's all I have. Thank
you. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Senator, with all due respect, I've been on record since the summer of
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2010 indicating the Nebraska Sierra Club's opposition to the pipeline. And I would hope
that anyone who would like to, I'd be glad to share all that information with you. I've
never said that I supported the pipeline in any way, shape, or form. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: But several people testified on your behalf. I asked them
questions, what you guys' federal stance was, local stance was, and unfortunately it's
not lining up here. Thank you. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Well, I understand. I'm not going to get into a public disagreement, as I
said a couple of weeks ago, with a state senator. But I believe that the record has been
very clear all along, the Nebraska Sierra Club has opposed the pipeline entirely. And I
believe that there was some testimony from some people who said...who were
representing the Sierra Club, in that they did not have direction to testify about that
particular issue. And so I guess I'd be glad to have a further discussion off the record
with you, Senator. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Haar. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Ken, thanks for being here. Tell me more about the eminent domain
part that you talked about. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Well, under LB1, the eminent domain process requires an applicant to
have a permit in order to be able to proceed with eminent domain. This exempts the
applicant from that process so that they would not have to have a permit. And once
again, I think that raises some legal issues about whether you're granting a special
class to one company. And I realize that TransCanada's lawyers will probably be
running in to try and do what they do. But frankly, I think that would make this...it creates
some legal issues about the constitutionality of this legislation, in addition to being bad
policy to say that there's going to be one class, one group of landowners, one group of
pipelines that is going to have to comply with one set of standards. And this one pipeline
only...doesn't have to follow that set of standards. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: And that's the equal protection thing. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: That's an equal protection question. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. One thing that concerns me, and you maybe know more about
this, I don't know, but when we strike NEPA and it simply says, and I am still concerned
about this statement six times, it says, similar study or evaluation of the route of an oil
pipeline. You said that NEPA is a body of law. Talk a little bit more about that. [LB1161]
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KEN WINSTON: Well, and once again I'm not an expert on NEPA and I won't...and I
don't play one on TV either. But the thing about NEPA is it is a federal statute. There's
been lots of activity pursuant to that law over the years. And so people know what it
means. And there are provisions that they would normally follow pursuant to NEPA. And
when you strike that and you say or other similar provisions, I can't...I don't...similar
study or evaluation, that could be lots of things. Who knows what that means. In
particular, one of the other things, and this was pointed out in a hearing in the Judiciary
Committee yesterday, is that words have meaning and striking words in the statute also
has meaning. And so if someone comes in to litigate this issue, they're going to say,
well, the Legislature stripped those words. That must mean that doesn't apply anymore.
And there's an intent that this language should not apply. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. So the lawyer that testified earlier said that really similar study
or evaluation has some precision to it. I guess you're disagreeing with that. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: I think it's fairly wide open. And frankly, I don't know what that would
mean without some sort of criteria, I mean what a similar study or evaluation, it could
be...in particular if the...and this raises another question. I know that you brought this
up, Senator Haar. There's a provision that says that the department shall make every
reasonable attempt to assure that each vendor has no conflict of interest. And part of
the reason for the state funding it is to make sure that there is no conflict of interest. But
then it says that there shall be a joint review with a pipeline carrier. I don't know how you
balance those two things when you have a joint review with the entity that's seeking the
application, how can you avoid a conflict of interest in that situation? If you're jointly
reviewing it with that carrier, how can you...I mean, it seems to me that's saying you're
sitting down with them and you're working arm in arm with them to determine the route.
And, you know, a certain amount of collaboration and discussion makes sense, but just
a joint review, I find that problematic. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay. All right, thank you very much. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Carlson. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Thank you, Senator Langemeier. Ken, I'm a little bit puzzled.
And however, I'm going to disagree with you here. But you always testify in a civil
manner and I appreciate that. But in your letter you're talking about how proud you were
of the state of Nebraska through the process of the special session. Well, I think it...
[LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: And I'm very honest in saying that, Senator. I really feel like the
Legislature stepped up to the plate. I'm sorry to interrupt you, but I really feel like the
Legislature stepped up to the plate and took on this issue and resolved it without
partisanship and dealt with a big, tough issue. And I said that in lots of things, including
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a press release that we did. So yes, I definitely...that's a heartfelt statement. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Okay. And I agree, that was a pretty good process. I didn't even
like that we had to have the special session. But I think it was a good process. I think we
came together and we did some good work. And the only governmental structure in the
United States of America that could have done that was the Unicameral in Nebraska.
But I think that LB1 and LB4 were pretty clear. In fact, I think you were in on a session
that we had where I made it very clear that one of the wordings changed in LB1 was
that pipelines are, not may be, are important for the future of Nebraska and possibly the
future of the United States. And so for you to be against the pipeline, there's nothing
wrong with that. But I don't know how you could come out of LB1 and LB4 and think that
settled it and we're not going to have any pipelines in Nebraska. And that's kind of the
way that I took your statement with Senator Christensen. We're going to have pipelines,
I think. We're going to need pipelines, I think. And I believe that the process that we
established in the special session is a good process. I think another thing, I just want to
express this, and you can respond if you want to. But we're in the order now of listening
to opposition, which is fine, that's all part of the process. But it can sound like that we
just have multitudes of people against something and not a whole lot of people for
something. And I want you to know that I have gotten a lot of contacts from my
constituents, and I pay attention to my constituents in particular. They're overwhelmingly
in favor of the pipeline, and most of them the original path. So it's not a one-sided thing
in Nebraska as to what we should have done or whether it was mandatory that we move
it. But we did it because we listened to a group of people that had concerns. And I think
that's the part you're proud of. But we're going to have pipelines in Nebraska. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: And I'm not necessarily disagreeing with your statement about there
being pipelines. I think it's this pipeline that we're concerned about. And I guess one of
the things that I wanted to say in response to what you said is the provision of LB1 in
particular states that this shall not apply to any oil pipeline that has submitted an
application prior to the effective date of the act. And to my knowledge, the TransCanada
has no pending application, so there could be no application pending prior to the
effective date of the act. And my contention is that we went through that process. There
was an agreement on that process, everyone agreed on that legislation. The language
in the legislation is very clear, and it was vetted by TransCanada. They indicated, Mr.
Jones indicated today that they supported that legislation. Well, they supported it, then
let's go forward with the laws that are currently in place. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: And it's probably a technicality and maybe you're correct. But if
you go back in the testimony on the floor of the Legislature, I made it very clear that I
was not going to support legislation that first of all exempted any area of the state of
Nebraska from a future pipeline, that would have a bill written in such a way that it
wasn't a somewhat friendly bill because we are a business, we are a business state,
and thirdly, that it exempted TransCanada. I said specifically TransCanada, and I wasn't
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going to support anything that didn't do that. And in the extended meeting we had, that's
where we ended up. So it may be a technicality in terms of wording and you might be
right on that. But I know the spirit of what we...what our process was, and I'm
comfortable that that was it. But you have every right for your expression. You've done it
well and I have a right too. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: And I appreciate that, Senator. And I do recall your statements both in
this committee and on the floor of the Legislature. And I guess I'm just saying I'm
reading the words of the statute and I'm listening. And I recall, as I said, I sat in this
chair on November 15 and said this is what we support. And I believed at that time that
there was a clear understanding of what everyone was agreeing to. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Okay. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Schilz. [LB1161]



SENATOR SCHILZ: Thank you, Senator Langemeier. Mr. Winston, thank you for
coming in today. I'm just... [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: You can call me Ken, it's a good first name. [LB1161]



SENATOR SCHILZ: Well, we get confused maybe. (Laughter) Anyway, as I'm looking
here and we talked about removing the NEPA language out of there. In the end, even if
that's out of there, doesn't the NEPA process...isn't that going to basically supersede
whatever the state does in looking at this? And if we don't comply with those
regulations, won't this run through that same process anyway? And if that is the case,
and you're looking for ways to make sure this gets done, DEQ is not going to go off that
path very far. It doesn't make any sense. In my stance in sitting here, it doesn't make
any sense to move forward at all. Here's what I mean...first of all, does that make sense
to you and does not jibe with what you understand? [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Well, if it's going to be done in conjunction with a federal agency, then I
think definitely it's going to have to comply with NEPA. Now if it's going to be decoupled
from the federal process, which is what I heard earlier, then, and we're talking
about...and the language referring to NEPA is stricken, then I'm not sure how far NEPA
extends, particularly since the state of Nebraska does not have a NEPA process per se.
[LB1161]



SENATOR SCHILZ: Exactly. And that's my next question. How is it that if you...okay, so
you want to move forward, you want to get this stuff done. You want to have the best
route through the state of Nebraska, I think that's why we're all here. The state of
Nebraska cannot do a NEPA process, correct? [LB1161]
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KEN WINSTON: It's my understanding they can through a cooperative agreement,
which is what LB4 envisioned. And they can do a cooperative agreement to do a NEPA
process, yes. [LB1161]



SENATOR SCHILZ: Okay. Where we're at now, since the Department of State has
taken a step back from that, we could not do that, correct? [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Yeah, there would be no...well, I guess just to go back another step,
from where I sit there's no basis for anyone to do anything because there's no
application. It would be like a judge giving a ruling when there are no parties in front of
it. So until there's an application and until there's a process at least on the federal level,
then the state of Nebraska is spending money on an activity for which there's no...I
mean, I don't know what they'd be doing it for. [LB1161]



SENATOR SCHILZ: Okay. I guess as I'm sitting here looking, we'd be doing it to find
the best route to help the people of the state of Nebraska so that this pipeline, in our
opinion, we would know where we'd want to see it. And I would think that once you have
that and once you have that information that the Department of State and the NEPA
process, if we're doing it in such a fashion where it fits within their system, they would
probably be thankful for that, I would guess. But I mean I don't know. But I think what we
run into is if we go back to that NEPA process, if we go back to the process that the
feds have set up and that is in place, we're going to run into that same situation of what
was it, cozy? You talked about...oh, I'm sorry. Senator Haar used cozy. I mean, all of a
sudden we're right back to that. How do we do this circular thing again? Because what I
don't want to see happen is I don't want to see the state of Nebraska being looked at as,
you know, or the federal process to be looked at as giving anybody the preference as it
comes to the process to define where the route should be. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Well, and just to give it a little bit different slant from where I sit, I don't
want us to be saying the one particular applicant gets a special process and nobody
else gets that. And that's why I think that this process being spelled out in LB1161 is
legally suspect. [LB1161]



SENATOR SCHILZ: Okay, thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Christensen. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. Guess I'll make a couple of
statements. One, Nebraska made an agreement with TransCanada, if they made a
voluntary movement of the pipeline that Nebraska would find the...an acceptable route.
And that's what we're allowing the process to go on. Once we find that acceptable route,
then it makes sense for them to go on, where if they got the rest of the route approved,
it makes sense for them to apply for the permit and go on. Nebraska hasn't lived up to
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their end of the bargain. That was a voluntary movement for finding the suitable route to
please the crowd that's here and that was here in the special session. So...and you say
that you're reading the language technical. If we would have put in the language that we
were exempting TransCanada, it would have been called special legislation, wouldn't it.
[LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Actually, I'm saying that this is special legislation. And I'm not reading
it technically. I'm reading literally, Senator. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: But the same would have been if in the special session we
would have exempted TransCanada by name, it would have been special legislation. So
we had to come up with a process that allowed, in wordsmithing, to allow this process to
be done. And we are setting with an agreement we haven't fulfilled. That's my end of
this. We haven't fulfilled our end of it; they have. We need to do it. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Well, and just to have a different point of view, I believe that Nebraska
has followed through on its agreement. And we would have, we, the Nebraska Sierra
Club, would have gladly participated in the DEQ process had Congress not intervened.
But once Congress intervened, then suddenly the provisions of LB4 no longer applied.
And so I believe Nebraska has lived up to its part of the deal and will continue to do that
throughout this. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: I'll have to agree to disagree. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Are there any other questions? Seeing none, thank you very
much. Well done. [LB1161]



KEN WINSTON: Thank you, Chairman. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Further testimony in opposition. Just out of curiosity, how
many more do we have to testify in opposition? Okay. [LB1161]



NINA NELSON: Good afternoon. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Welcome. [LB1161]



NINA NELSON: (Exhibit 12) I'm Nina Nelson, N-i-n-a N-e-l-s-o-n. I live in rural Clarks,
Nebraska. And, of course, there's been a lot of testimony already given. But frankly,
Senators, even before I came this morning, I don't even know why we're having this
hearing. What part of no do some of you not understand? Most of us in this hearing
chamber today are well aware of the past activity and the rhetoric that's gone on for
many months regarding the TransCanada proposed Keystone XL pipeline. We all know
TransCanada applied for a permit, followed by months of activity on their part. Then the
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State Department hearings were held, and finally President Obama and the State
Department denied the application. End of subject. But, no, that hasn't been the end of
this debate. It sounds just like when a mother tells a teenager no and somebody keeps
whining around, trying to get their own way. We, the citizens of Nebraska, spoke loud
and clear when we asked for that special session, thanks to Ken Haar and others, and
we got it. And at that time I commend you for the vast debate and the fact that you did
pass laws that would govern the routing of pipelines through our state for years to
come, where we didn't have anything before. But special concessions or promises were
made to TransCanada at that time. But they were regarding the Keystone XL pipeline
that was just denied. And I believe that should have died with that denial. If they want to
do another pipeline, I think they should have to develop and treat it as a new
application. They should be required to give it a brand new name so we don't hear the
name Keystone XL anymore. And they should have to adhere to the law that we now
have on the books. You know, in this past year we've just been bombarded out here in
rural Nebraska with newspaper ads and TV ads and radio ads. And TransCanada has
been over at the State Fair and they're all over the state. And we know that that's been
paid for by them or sometimes down at the bottom you'll see big oil mentioned, so they
can say, well, that was somebody else. If they've got that kind of money, why shouldn't
they be paying for the permit and all of the things that go associated with it? Now I've
mentioned $2 million in my handout. I may be wrong on that. That's the figure I keep
hearing bandied about. But $2 million is a lot of money in the state of Nebraska. And I
just feel like anything that's associated with TransCanada or really any other pipeline
company, they ought to pay the bill. Big oil has got a lot more money than the state of
Nebraska will ever think about having. I've lived in Nebraska most of my life. I worked
here all my adult years. And even today in retirement my husband and I contribute
substantially each year to this state with our state income tax dollars. And I just wanted
to publicly say I object to any of this tax money being paid to pay for any pipeline,
whether it's TransCanada or anybody else. I see the value in the business world. I know
what people are saying about our dependency on oil and a whole lot of other things. But
I think that the state of Nebraska can do better with their tax dollars than pay bills that
pipeline companies could be paying themselves. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Christensen.
[LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. I'll make a quick statement. In your
testimony here you said we, the citizens, spoke loud and clear. And I agree, we've
heard a loud message. But also, as Senator Carlson said a little bit earlier, I'm going to
reiterate, it's not just what we hear in this committee,... [LB1161]



NINA NELSON: I understand that. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: ...and I can tell you my district was over 2 to 1 telling me
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just leave the pipeline where it was. [LB1161]



NINA NELSON: And it wasn't going through their backyard either. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: And if it wants to go through my backyard, I have a number
of farms, I welcome it. It doesn't upset me. [LB1161]



NINA NELSON: Well, you can have it. (Laughter) [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: But you know, we do have to listen to everybody. [LB1161]



NINA NELSON: I understand that. And that's what we expect you to do. And we honor
you for doing that. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: And I just wanted to reiterate the statement. Thank you.
[LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Carlson. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Thank you, Senator Langemeier. And thank you for your
testimony. I want to add something to it. You pay income taxes, you also pay sales
taxes, and so we appreciate... [LB1161]



NINA NELSON: I pay plenty of them. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: ...we appreciate that. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. [LB1161]



NINA NELSON: Most of my shopping is done in Nebraska. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Further testimony in opposition. Come on up. Come on up
to the front, while you wait your turn. Welcome. [LB1161]



ADAM HINTZ: Hi, I'm Adam Hintz, A-d-a-m H-i-n-t-z. And I'm a small business owner
here in Lincoln. I own a coffee shop. And you know, I kind of know that business is kind
of the school of hard knocks. And after being open for seven years, earning sales tax for
the state, you know, I kind of understand that it's not always an easy game and the rules
are set. And sometimes there's just nothing you can do about that. I really don't know...I
think this is just a big waste of time. I think we made our decisions back in the special
session. And, you know, going to play ball with somebody who didn't make it to the
championship game is kind of ridiculous. You know, they didn't get in, they got their
permit denied. It's time to just kind of move forward and not have to do anything extra
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except keep going with this process that we already decided on. I mean, that's how
business is. And you just got to go with the flow and just, kind of, you know, put in your
permit, go through the process. And just because things changed, you know, that's just
the way it is. So I just would like to reiterate that we all have to play this game and it's
time to just kind of grow up and go forward. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions for Mr. Hintz? Seeing
none, thank you very much. Stay close. Welcome. [LB1161]



JOHN HANSEN: That was close. I might not get out of that chair a second time. Mr.
Chairman, members of the committee, for the record, my name is John Hansen,
H-a-n-s-e-n, I'm the president of the Nebraska Farmers Union. As you can tell from the
testimony that you've heard so far today, there are obviously different sets of
expectations based on the agreement and agreements that were struck in the special
session. As I think about this, I understand the benefits of the state of Nebraska helping
develop the alternative route through our state. But I also agree technically that there is
not technically now a project to review until a filing has been made, a refiling has been
made on the part of TransCanada. If we're going to backdate the check to give the tax
benefit for the deal that was struck to TransCanada and the benefits that come with
that, including $2 million of our money to help pay for the alternative route, here's what I
would suggest as fair balance, as a way of keeping faith with multiple facets of
agreements that were struck, is to make the...add amendments to LB1161 that would
include the eminent domain process that is laid out in LB1 for the protection of
landowners as they come through our state. We're going to have a second set of
landowners, we're going to have a second part of the process or at least some new
landowners. And that they ought to at least at a minimum have the same benefits of the
new process that was also agreed to for a new application. I think that would strike an
acceptable balance and leave folks with differing perspectives, both with something that
they got out of the bargain. I would end my testimony and be glad to answer any
questions. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Carlson.
[LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Thank you, Senator Langemeier. John, I'm going to ask a
different question because the cost of the environmental impact study comes up, the
review, who do you think should pay for that? [LB1161]



JOHN HANSEN: I think that it gets mighty dicey. We've made the commitment to that
now interrupted process to... [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Let's throw that away, we're starting over again. [LB1161]
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JOHN HANSEN: So if we're going to start all over, the normal process that would be in
LB1, the company would pay for it. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Who should determine who does the study? [LB1161]



JOHN HANSEN: Depending on whether we're using the LB4 agreement or LB1
agreement. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Well, I just said let's start all over again. And then you said to
that the company should pay for it. [LB1161]



JOHN HANSEN: Well, the company would pay for it in LB1 if it were a new process.
[LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Okay. But then who decides which firm conducts the study?
[LB1161]



JOHN HANSEN: If it were the State Department, it would be the State Department that
would hire the consultants that would do the study. So which is why what I said up front
is that there are some advantages to Nebraskans to make sure that we have a process
that we are comfortable with, because we were not all comfortable with the arrangement
that existed before with the State Department. And so the Legislature rightly tried to
deal with that perception. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Okay, all right. [LB1161]



JOHN HANSEN: And I give them credit for doing so. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Christensen. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. Thank you, John. I just want to
thank you for coming in and bringing the suggestion of how maybe we can make more
people happy and try and satisfy both sides. And just wanted to thank you. [LB1161]



JOHN HANSEN: Well, thank you, Senator. I've been on the other side of the equation
too many times myself as a public official where folks are a lot quicker to tell you what's
wrong than they are to tell you what a potential fix might be. And as I thought about this
and thought about the pluses and the minuses of every aspect of both LB1, LB4 and
now what do we do post State Department decision. I've thought that from my
landowners, and those are the folks that I represent, and their private property interests,
they, I think, would get a benefit and would appreciate the value of a process that more
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clearly protected their rights and their private property rights and interests that were
included in LB1. They felt that was a significant step forward. So thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Thank you very much. Now he's getting his
opportunity. Welcome. [LB1161]



JIM ANDERSON: (Exhibits 13 and 14) Good afternoon. My name is Jim Anderson,
J-i-m A-n-d-e-r-s-o-n. I'm here to show my opposition to LB1161. We're not really
considering all the issues regarding the Keystone XL pipeline. I'd like to share with you
a letter that I recently wrote to the Lincoln Journal Star and I've got some more
comments here. And please all of you consider what I have to say here. I have always
been amazed by the lack of foresight, indeed by the lack of knowledge of those who
continue to blindly support the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline. They prefer to
ignore the many negative consequences of this pipeline. Let's consider these
facts--mining tar sands oil is a very expensive and a very environmentally destructive
process. Canadian forests have to be cut down, then the land strip-mined in order to
obtain the tar sands oil. This process also creates many toxic by-products which have to
be stored in tailing ponds. And these tailing ponds often leak, further polluting the land
surrounding them and the groundwater underneath. This high-pressure crude oil
pipeline will cross over the Ogallala aquifer plus five major rivers here in Nebraska,
including the Platte, the Loup, and the Niobrara rivers. A pipeline leak will have
disastrous consequences and will be very difficult and expensive if at all possible to
clean up. Wouldn't it be much wiser, much more sensible to focus more of our efforts in
developing cleaner and safer renewable sources of energy? Wouldn't it be much more
beneficial to develop more fuel-efficient vehicles, many of which will not need petroleum
as a fuel source? We have to really seriously consider this. Depending on fossil fuels is
only further polluting this planet and destroying more and more ecosystems. Extracting
and processing tar sands oil contributes substantially more to greenhouse gas
emissions. Tar sands are much more carbon intensive. It is adding to global warming
and to more extreme weather patterns. What benefits can we gain from this? We must
also consider all the water which will be needed to extract, process and transport this tar
sands oil, roughly at least five gallons of water for about one gallon of tar sands oil, thus
a very inefficient way to produce energy. Can we really afford to use and contaminate
so much water? There's so much to say against this pipeline, I could have written much
more. We must face and consider all the negative consequences of this pipeline. In fact,
I believe this pipeline will become obsolete even before it is finished due to climate
change, increasing costs and more and more. Is it wise to keep destroying ecosystems?
More reasons to be against the Keystone pipeline and things we have to consider. This
pipeline will cross over many bodies of water, including groundwater. This pipeline will
be over 1,700 miles long. Already there have been at least 12 leaks on much smaller
pipelines in just this last year. Is it wise to pollute and contaminate our clean sources of
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drinking water, which also has many agricultural uses and which we depend on for our
very survival? Although many people, I realize, would prefer not to think about this, we
can no longer afford to ignore these facts. These hearings on the Keystone XL pipeline
only focus on a few limited aspects of this pipeline, namely the routing issue. We must
remember that the Keystone XL pipeline is a high-pressure pipeline which will be much
larger than the current Keystone pipeline. Can TransCanada really guarantee that this
pipeline will not leak, thus jeopardizing our clean sources of drinking water? And can we
really afford the many cleanup costs and the continued destruction of ecosystems?
More importantly, is it wise to remain so dependent on such a dirty, toxic energy
source? We can put an end to this foolishness right now. Please become better
informed about the many negative consequences of this pipeline. It's the responsible
and the right thing to do. And thank you for taking the time to hear us. And do you have
any questions? I'd be glad, very glad to answer them. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Mr. Anderson, you did a good job. Are there any questions?
Seeing none, well done. [LB1161]



JIM ANDERSON: All right. And I have a copy of this letter, handwritten. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: You just want to leave it? [LB1161]



JIM ANDERSON: Yeah, thank you. Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Appreciate it. Further testimony in opposition. [LB1161]



ERNIE FELLOWS: Good afternoon, Senators. I'm Ernie Fellows, F-e-l-l-o-w-s. I'm here
in opposition to LB1161 and its amendment. I'm not sure why we're even doing this
because TransCanada does not have a construction permit in Canada at this time. That
expired last summer. We don't have a border crossing permit. We don't have any other
permits that we've seen. Governor Heineman says we're in time out. The State
Department doesn't know what they're going to do. And the senators are messing
around in Washington, and we don't know what they're going to do. Whatever we do
here could all of a sudden become unconstitutional. And I think we should just drop the
whole thing and sit back and wait and see what happens. I have nothing more to say.
[LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Seeing none, well
done. Thank you. Further testimony in opposition. Welcome. [LB1161]



DONNA ROLLER: I'm Donna Roller, R-o-l-l-e-r. And I appreciate you listening to me.
There are just a few things I have to get off my chest. I am...I prepared, I wrote
something, but I'm not going, based on what I've heard today, I'm not going to give you
that handout. And it's like I will say I'm against the pipeline, there's no doubt about that.
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But we don't have that choice, our federal government does. What we can do is do
everything we can through our laws to make it safe for us to live in this state. But there
is a moral thing to this. You need to be aware of what's happening in Canada, and you
need to see the aerial pictures of it. It's hell on earth. And TransCanada building this
pipeline is like we're supporting what's going on up there. And so this company is
immoral because they want to perpetuate what is happening in Canada unethically. And
we're all putting ourselves at risk. We don't...we want to ignore this. We need oil, it's
good for business. And we're going to have more of it, we need to have this oil. But you
know what? It's over. We're on countdown time because all the world has already
gotten all the available oil that's easy to get. So now we're fighting wars over this and
there's going to be more and more and more controversy over this because it's the end.
We got to find another way to fuel our economy and our energy and to drive our cars
and to farm because it's game over. There's no more oil. And what we're doing up there
will destroy our environment, there's no doubt about it. And I have a few facts about
TransCanada. What is TransCanada about? They've contributed $12 million in the last
24 months to our senators and representatives in Washington. And they're privy to
information on insider trading because they just passed a law now they can't do that, but
they stand to make billions. There's many investors. This is about money. People stand
to make a lot, a lot of money. And TransCanada stands to make a lot, a lot of money,
and that's what this is about. They made...their fourth quarter they made...their profit
rose 39 percent, to the tune of $2.36 billion, that's last year's quarter. This crude oil is
going to Texas and it's going to go out of a port that's not taxed by the United States.
And the Prime Minister of Canada has had trade missions to Beijing last year. This oil is
going to China and Europe. And there are contracts. This oil is not for us. And the
farmers, diesel fuel here in this state it's predicted will go up. And what this is about is
big people stepping on little people. And the little people are the farmers that own land
and everybody in this state. It seems like we have all the risk and we have none of the
profits. You know, while South Dakota, North Dakota, Kansas are taxing these people
for every foot they go in their state, we get little money, we don't get any money from
TransCanada. Where's our money coming from? I tell you, I have a farm. You know,
you want pipeline on your land, you don't have any problem with it. York County,
December, 160 acres sold for $1.6 million. My sister and I own a farm in York County of
160 acres with two irrigation wells and a center pivot. Now this is in my backyard from
the original route, ten miles from it. You are threatening my life, you are threatening my
livelihood. I can't stand the thought of them coming on my land or even close to my land
and digging it up and destroying it. So I am out of time. But what I think...I agree with a
lot of people have been opposed and what they've said, go with that. But we need to
just forget about TransCanada and pass laws to protect our state and our water and our
land, because that's the only thing we can do. Take TransCanada out of the equation
and write some laws that will protect us. We don't have a right whether we have this
pipeline or not. It's up to the feds, and they're really screwing us around right now. And
they all need to be voted out. But I want you to know how dangerous this oil is because
I am afraid for the future that my grandson is going to live. And I encourage you to look
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at the mining sites in Canada. There is no way we can ethically support a company that
wants to transport that stuff. And I thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Seeing none, well
done. Further testimony in opposition. Welcome. [LB1161]



RANDY THOMPSON: (Exhibit 15) Thank you. My name is Randy Thompson, spelled
R-a-n-d-y T-h-o-m-p-s-o-n, and I'm from Martell, Nebraska. I'd like to thank the
Chairman and the committee for the opportunity to be here today. Mr. Chairman, I'd just
like to note one thing. I appreciate you being courteous to the people giving testimony
and you act like you're paying attention, and that's something I can't say about some of
your other colleagues. So I do appreciate that fact, sir. I know you and I haven't always
been on the same page. I'm going to be very brief today. I think we're getting on a very
slippery slope when our lawmakers start reshaping and changing our existing laws just
for the benefit of one company. And as Senator Smith testified, that's what his
amendment is all about, it's benefiting one, individual company. Unfortunately, we're
seeing this at the national level. I was in Washington, D.C., and testified before
Congress a week or two ago, Mr. Terry's bill, a bill trying to short-circuit the system to
shove through a project. So this concerns me as an ordinary citizen. You know, the
state of Nebraska has just went through this whole major procedure to get some laws
on the books so we can handle these big pipelines when they come. And we are not
denying TransCanada the ability to apply to the state of Nebraska through our system.
So my question is, is there a valid reason to change our law? I see no valid reason for it.
I cannot see where this amendment provides any benefits to the state of Nebraska or to
our citizens and that's why I'm here today to oppose the bill. Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Well done. Are there any questions of Mr. Thompson?
Seeing none, well done. Thank you. Further testimony in opposition. Come on up. Oh.
Hop up faster. Welcome back. [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: (Exhibit 16) Thank you. Good afternoon and thank you. My name is
Ben Gotschall, that's B-e-n G-o-t-s-c-h-a-l-l. I'm the energy director for Bold Nebraska
and the District 5 of Lancaster County, president of the Nebraska Farmers Union. And
I'm speaking today in opposition to LB1161. This bill is unnecessary. As I see it, it's little
more than political pandering to the interests of a foreign corporation at the expense of
Nebraska citizens' right to a transparent and deliberate process already established by
Nebraska law. What's more, it disrespects members of the Legislature and this
committee even who worked diligently on behalf of Nebraskans during the Special
Session in November 2011. During that special session passed legislation, LB1, or the
Major Oil Pipeline Siting Act, established a process for routing and siting pipelines in
Nebraska through the Public Service Commission. That legislation was intended to
apply to future pipeline projects not currently under consideration. Also passed in the
special session was LB4 which created a process by which the Nebraska Department of
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Environmental Quality would conduct an environmental review of a pipeline reroute.
This was done pending a State Department decision on TransCanada's pipeline permit
under the consideration at that time. The denial of the Presidential permit for the
TransCanada Keystone export pipeline occurred in January. Denial of that permit
negates any necessity for Nebraska to conduct its own environmental review. Since
there's no pending pipeline permit, circumstances prompting the conditions of LB4 no
longer apply. Should TransCanada or any pipeline company choose to apply for a
permit for another project, that application and the routing and siting process would be
and should be evaluated by Nebraska's PSC as established by the Major Oil Pipeline
Siting Act. An effort by this committee to circumvent that process set forth by the Major
Oil Pipeline Siting Act would set a dangerous precedent. It would send a message that
our Legislature is little more than a tool to be used by foreign corporations to gain
preferential treatment for projects. If our Legislature is going to make exceptions for this
corporation, what other corporations will they favor in the future at the expense of
fairness, competition and transparency of process under the law? If we start doing
political favors for TransCanada now, where does it stop? Our Legislature and in this
case the Natural Resources Committee in particular at a minimum should abide by its
own laws. I urge you to reject LB1161 on these grounds. Thank you and I will answer
any questions that you may have. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Haar.
[LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Well, the question I've been trying to contemplate is, what is the
benefit of passing this? What do you see as the benefit to TransCanada or to Nebraska
or to anybody of passing this law? [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: I don't know that there is a benefit. I'm assuming that there must be
a benefit to TransCanada or they wouldn't be supporting the bill. I guess the question on
my mind is, why would TransCanada be opposed to the process set out by LB1 in the
special session, because it seems like that's what they're trying to avoid. So I don't...I
thought that, you know, that was a very clear process set out. And I guess I don't
understand why that's not adequate enough. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: That's it. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Christensen. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. Thank you for testifying. I believe
we sat through a number of hearings where TransCanada said, you know, for any future
pipelines we'll follow that one. And as I said earlier, we wordsmith all the time to not
have special legislation, because if we would have put in the words "TransCanada" or
whatever pipeline you want to say is exempt, it would be unconstitutional. And
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Nebraska give their word that we would find a route. And I guess I, personally, don't see
the difference if we'd find a good route now or we wait until there's another permit
applied for, they're going to apply. And if you go to the other process, do you believe
there's going to be any different route found than what would be found now? [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: If we were to go through the LB1 process? [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: If we went through the LB1 process today versus DEQ
finishing what we told them that we would do, do you think there would be any different
route found? [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: I have no idea. I mean, it would be a different agency that would be
doing the review. I don't know that that would have a bearing on the route. There would
be...as I understand it, there would be somewhat of a public input process with that
procedure. Maybe that would cause an alteration. I don't know. I mean,... [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: DEQ also testified today, Mike Linder testified, saying that
if this hadn't been stopped by President Obama, we would be in the public hearing
process. Is there anything that would be different if we were doing LB1 than what would
be occurring now that we asked of TransCanada, other than DEQ would be leading it
now instead of they would be doing it under the Public Service Commission? I don't
believe there would be anything different, but... [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Well, I think that we've been talking about the $2 million that the
Nebraska taxpayers would be paying for the DEQ process. In my understanding, we
would not be paying that under the other process. So that would be different. So yeah.
[LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: I would agree with you on that, that at that point in time
they'd be liable for that. [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: But as far as the route goes, I don't...I can't say one way or the
other whether the route itself would be different. We don't know what the...I mean there
is no route. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Well, we now have zones that it can't go. And it pretty
much narrows down where it's going to go. I guess I bet you I can get real close to
where it's going and I haven't seen any of their maps or anything else, just from the
zones. [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Well, if you would draw me a map and show me where you think it's
going to go then I would comment on whether or not I think the different process would
make any difference in that. [LB1161]
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SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: And do you believe we should live up to our word of finding
an acceptable route as we told them if they would voluntarily change their route?
[LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: No, I believe that the permit was denied, which was the whole
reason why we had to determine an alternate route. There's...you know, we've talked a
lot about the spirit of LB4 and LB1. And as I see it the only spirit in this room today is the
ghost of pipeline past. There is no pipeline permit on the table. We don't have any
obligation to undertake anything. In fact, I think it's against our best interest to continue
to act. So, no, I don't...I think that we are honoring our agreement by not acting.
[LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: But you are for no pipeline at all is the stance of your
groups, correct? [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: My groups? [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Yeah, that you're representing. [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Are you asking me or my... [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: You are representing two groups you said. [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Yes. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: And their stance is we want no pipeline crossing Nebraska.
Correct? [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: I don't know that it's the stance of the Nebraska Farmers Union
entirely. But me, personally, I can speak for myself. Yes, I am opposed to the pipeline, I
always have been. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Okay, thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: I do want to ask you, Ben, for a clarification, just because
this has become a problem in the past. In your first paragraph of your testimony I thank
you for your disclosure. That seems to help people. It says that you're energy director
for Bold Nebraska and you're the District 5 Lancaster County president of Farmers
Union, which is your association. [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Yeah. [LB1161]
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SENATOR LANGEMEIER: But is your testimony, it's your testimony for you. You're not
testifying for each of those groups, right? [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Right, I am just... [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: So your testimony is you as self... [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: I'm affiliated with those groups. (Laugh) [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: But I just want it clear so there's no confusion. But your
testimony is for you, yourself, but you are affiliated with those groups? [LB1161]



BEN GOTSCHALL: Yes. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Okay, thank you. Seeing no other questions, well done.
Further testimony in opposition. Come on up. Welcome. [LB1161]



DEBRA TRAINOR: Hello, Senators. My name is Debra Trainor, D-e-b-r-a T-r-a-i-n-o-r. I
tell you, I haven't been to one of these sessions before and I'm getting quite an
education. (Laugh) I appreciate how much you all are putting time and effort into this.
And it tells me how much time and effort you must have put into the special session, all
of you, coming from both sides, working hard to make LB1 and LB4. I am opposed to
LB1161 because of something...because I've been reading some articles about the
Keystone pipeline. I have been opposed. I went to the hearings, the public hearings and
the demonstration before against the pipeline. But I'd like to read you a few dates. May
21, 2010; June 23, 2010; August 10, 2010; August 19, 2010; January 5, 2011; January
31, 2011; February 3, 2011; February 23, 2011; March 8, 2011; March 16, 2011; and
May 7, 2011. Those are the dates that it says that the National Resource Defense
Counsel, Anthony Swift, has noted spills or spills of oil or tar sands from the
Keystone...the original Keystone pipeline. I'm against the Keystone XL pipeline totally.
I'm against this bill because it seems to me like it gives them a little extra oomph to help
them get through Nebraska instead of just going through the bills, LB1 and LB4, that
you folks arranged in the special session. I want to point out that the number 12 leak
was approximately 21,000 gallons of raw tar sands in Kansas. That was in May, 2012
(sic). I don't see why we should be granting extra help or extra promotional services to
Keystone pipeline when we don't even...I don't even want it in our state. Yes, I'm against
it. I'm against any pipeline. I think there are other ways to...safer ways to transport oil
and tar sands. I think we need to be done with the special consideration to
TransCanada and Keystone pipeline. I'd like to let just common sense break through.
And we don't need an addition to the LB1 and LB4 that you've already proposed. We
don't need an addition to help make it easier for the Keystone XL pipeline because of
what everybody else has said, too, it's not on the table right now. So that's the end of
my statement. [LB1161]
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SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Senator Christensen.
[LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. I guess I'd just like to make a
statement on the oil leaks that you mentioned. They've all been inside of a building with
faulty fittings and things and not in the pipeline themselves. And I think that is
misinformation that don't quite often get stated. And only one of them has actually hit
dirt as I understand. So I think there's always some misunderstandings here of when
people say the pipelines leaked, yeah, it's part of this system, but the actual pipeline
underground I don't think has had any leaks. And, you know, we've got a lot of old
pipelines that run through my district that I represent that's been there since the fifties.
And it's been a very successful thing. And I do think pipelines are the safest way, safer
than trains or safer than trucks. But that's my opinion. I think it can be backed up by
statistics. But I just wanted to mention that. [LB1161]



DEBRA TRAINOR: Okay. Thank you, Senator Christensen. I would answer that just a
little bit in that the way that this pipeline, I understand it is that it's mostly going to be
built underground. And, true, they may have buildings that are where the fittings
are...the pipeline is fitted together or whatever. But I assume they also have fittings
underground. And one thing we haven't talked about is that everyone is worried about
the Sandhills. I'm worried about the aquifer in Nebraska and where they can find a route
that wouldn't leak into the aquifer, because Nebraska covers almost totally the Ogallala
aquifer so. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: I would state the pipeline is welded together underground.
But also the fact that our two probably most respected water people in the state of
Nebraska are with the university, or were with the university, both wrote articles saying
that they would not fear it going across the aquifer. And these guys are very cautious
individuals on this. And I'd just like to mention that. Thank you. [LB1161]



DEBRA TRAINOR: That's okay. As I said, I'm getting an education. But I still have my
own opinion. Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Seeing no other questions, well done. Thank
you. [LB1161]



DEBRA TRAINOR: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Further testimony in opposition. Welcome. [LB1161]



LINDA DUCKWORTH: Good afternoon. Thank you, Senator Langemeier and
committee. I'm Linda Duckworth, L-i-n-d-a D-u-c-k-w-o-r-t-h. I am president of the
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League of Women Voters of Nebraska. And I'm here today to say that in true Nebraska
form we need to slow down. We need to slow down on the spending of $2 million. That
may not sound like a lot of money to some people, but to this taxpayer...did I say
$2,000, I meant $2 million (laugh), $2 million. Even $2,000 is a lot, but $2 million is
really a lot to this particular taxpayer. And we need to slow down on the unintended
consequences. When I heard Senator Haar say something about another special
session I thought, I don't personally it was very interesting when that was happening,
but it took a lot of time from my personal life. And I think it probably took a lot of time
from your personal life too. So truthfully, my calendar at home, where it says April 12,
I've got exclamation points all over it. (Laughter) So that's the perception of a total
volunteer who doesn't get paid, even for mileage. Anyway, the permit was denied and
there was a reason for that--insufficient information in the time allowed, or at least that's
what was being said. And I think Nebraska needs to wait and see what transpires at the
federal level after TransCanada has refiled. A precipitous action in the form of LB1161
is rash and uncalled for. And that's all I have to say. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Seeing none, thank
you very much. [LB1161]



LINDA DUCKWORTH: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Further testimony in opposition. Welcome. [LB1161]



EMILY McKEONE: Thanks. I'm Emily McKeone, it's E-m-i-l-y M-c-K-e-o-n-e. And I just
want to echo that I am also a concerned citizen and opposed to LB1161. I just think
that, you know, the federal government denied the Presidential permit to this company,
and therefore why should it be left to Nebraska taxpayers to fund an environmental
impact statement for a nonexistent application. So that's all I have. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Well done. Are there any questions for Emily? Seeing none,
well done. Further testimony in opposition. Welcome back. [LB1161]



AMY SCHAFFER: Good afternoon. Amy Schaffer, A-m-y S-c-h-a-f-f-e-r, and I don't
have any written testimony because I actually planned on speaking in a neutral capacity
because I was unsure where Senator Smith's intent was with this bill. Was it to benefit
Nebraska citizens and improve upon the processes and laws that we already put into
place or was it to benefit entities? And after listening to him open, it became very clear
to me that it was in favor of entities and it wasn't going to improve upon our processes
or benefit Nebraskans. The reason that they called the special session to preserve the
aquifer, that was everyone's concern. That's why Governor Heineman called a special
session, to preserve the lifeblood of our state and the state's agricultural economy. So I
oppose this bill. And I think any laws that we enact in Nebraska should protect the
aquifer and also support the position of the citizens of Nebraska, the majority of
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Nebraskans that are worried about the aquifer. That's all I have. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Seeing none, well
done. [LB1161]



AMY SCHAFFER: Thanks. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: (Exhibits 17-19) Further testimony in opposition. Okay. I do
have a number of letters here. I have one from Lynda Buoy from Bassett; I have one
from Rita Corell from Omaha; and I have a letter from the Nebraska Wildlife Federation,
signed by Duane Hovorka. We now move to testimony in a neutral capacity. Welcome.
[LB1161]



BRUCE BOETTCHER: Bruce Boettcher, B-r-u-c-e B-o-e-t-t-c-h-e-r. I'm testifying in the
neutral position because I don't understand what this bill is for. The permit has been
denied. There is no memorandum of understanding. There is no route. Is there even a
project? The Governor says we're in a time out. I don't understand the lost time, the
money spent for a special session to enact law for oil pipelines and then not use them. I
don't understand why we enact more law when you don't even know if you have a
project that is lawful. In closing, what are the benefits to the citizens of this state with
this bill? [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Are there any questions? Seeing none, well
done. Thank you for your testimony. Further testimony in a neutral capacity. Seeing
none, Senator Smith, you're recognized to close on LB1161. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Thank you again, Senator Langemeier and members of the Natural
Resources Committee. I appreciate Messrs. Jones and White and Director Linder for
providing their expert testimony on this issue and especially for clarifying the status of
their roles in pipeline projects in general. I'm especially encouraged by the work of the
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality and the ability of the organization under
the leadership of Director Linder to complete the department's EIS evaluation. I was
very encouraged by listening to Director Linder's testimony. Senator Haar, I trust your
questions were answered about whether this bill could apply to other similar projects. As
those that spoke in supporting testimony answered and as I attempted to answer, and
maybe I was not clear enough, yes, it could and would apply to similar projects. I also
appreciate the citizens that traveled here today to comment. Regardless of their
positions, I applaud them for being involved and for exercising their rights. I think that is
such a critical component to our society and I greatly appreciate that. However, for
clarity I, like Mr. Winston, believe we had an agreement last year. This legislation,
Senators, is simply in the spirit of that agreement, that agreement to route pipelines
around the Sandhills. And I make that point because LB1 does not make that same
requirement. This legislation does, and it keeps with the spirit of what we discussed and
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debated and agreed to in the special session. I thank you for your patience today.
You've sat through countless hours of testimony and you've reviewed tremendous
amounts of evidence. And I was heartened to hear some of the citizens here testifying
and acknowledging that, that you have carefully reviewed this subject. And I know that
this particular piece of legislation doesn't get into the specifics of pipelines and fossil
fuels, but all of that evidence you've had before you and you've carefully considered
that. And I appreciate that and I know the citizens of Nebraska appreciate that. But
mostly, thank you for your engagement and your interest on this issue. That concludes
my testimony. Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Very good. Questions? Senator Christensen. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. Senator, would it be your
understanding if we did not extend this study for NDEQ with LB1161 that the Public
Service Commission could use the original route proposed by TransCanada and send it
right through the Sandhills? Is there anything prohibiting them from sending it through
the original route? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I think you make a very valid point. I agree that that's the potential
because once again, LB1 does not prohibit the route going through the Sandhills.
[LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: And I would hope that they wouldn't. But as I agree with
your interpretation that if we don't extend this we do have the opportunity. That was
made clear on the floor by Senator Carlson and several others, and he mentioned it
again today that there would be no areas protected with LB1, that the protections that
we give in the special session to voluntarily move it was part of this agreement that
we're working on now. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I would agree with your statement. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Okay, thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Haar. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: I'm going to play with that a little bit because I just feel like we're, you
know, dealing with agreements and agreements that were made and so on and so forth.
So do we have anywhere in writing from TransCanada that if we extend this agreement
they would not go through the Sandhills? And they came back and did LB1, I'm sorry.
Let me broaden this out. Okay. Let's say we didn't do this, and I'm still not sure whether
LB1 or LB4 applies if they reapply. But let's say that LB1 then applies, and that's the
Public Service Commission. Okay, so do we have any agreement saying that if we pass
LB1161 that TransCanada will not try to go through the Sandhills? I think they'd be



Transcript Prepared By the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office



Natural Resources Committee
February 16, 2012



60











crazy to do it, but do we have any written agreement, because we're suggesting a bill
here, a law, a written agreement from us. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Regarding our supporting passage of LB1, if there was an
underlying agreement as to how we would determine a route? Is that my
understanding? [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay, I'm sorry. It's getting late, but I'll try and rephrase my question.
By passing LB1161 we're giving TransCanada some significant benefit, one of those is
the $2 million that Nebraska will pay instead of them having to pay, although I doubt
money is their issue. But so if we pass LB1161 we're giving them a benefit of that $2
million. Do we have...and that's in writing if we pass this bill, it's in writing, it's the law.
Do we have from TransCanada the reciprocal written part of the contract that says that
they're not going to go through the Sandhills? Is there anything in writing? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Well, I think, Senator, the process that we came away from during
the special session and that LB1161 builds on puts it in the DEQ's court to do that
review. And as a result of that review there were going to be alternative routes that
avoided the Sandhills region. Now that's the only agreement that I'm aware of. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: And it's not in writing, it's sort of a handshake? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I don't know if that's a handshake necessarily. I think that was part
of the outcome of our special session and... [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Well, I kind of feel that we're talking about the pressure, gee, if we
don't go along with LB1161 then TransCanada is going to come back and run it through
the Sandhills. And so, you know, now I'm getting a little angry again that all of a sudden
now we have a threat hanging over our head, we better do this or they're going to run
through the Sandhills. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Senator, with all due respect I hope we don't digress to that type of
discussion. And the reason is, is because no one has threatened anything. The folks
that have been here today to testify in support of this bill have been generous with their
time to come in, Director Linder to be forthcoming and to work to explain. And I think we
always have to understand what are the consequences of adopting a bill and legislation
and not doing so. And there's no reason to get angry over these matters. I mean, that's
something we have to consider. And so we're trying to make certain that there is...the
facts are out there for everyone to understand. And these are not threats. I mean, we're
doing our job as state legislators to make certain that the citizens of Nebraska have the
facts. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Would you, again, we're just playing with the what if's now. The
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timing of this and so on, we all know this, you know. By January 1, 2013, we're either
going to have the same President or a different President and so on. Let's say that
things got delayed even further. Do you think we ought to keep moving the date back to
2014 or is this just a...is this a one-time we move it to 2013? [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: I wish I could read the minds of those that are at the highest levels
of our national government. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Yeah, me too. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: And I can do that as well as you can do that. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: (Laugh) Not at all. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Not possible. But what we're trying to do with this legislation is to
remain in the spirit of what Nebraskans expected of us during the special session and
that we concluded the special session with. We're trying to do the right thing by
Nebraskans. I can't answer for what happens at the federal government anymore than
you can. [LB1161]



SENATOR HAAR: Okay, thank you very much. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Carlson. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: Thank you, Senator Langemeier. Senator Smith, I'm going to
make a statement kind of in response to what Senator Haar has said, and Senator
Dubas can check me if she's not agreeable with what I'm saying. But let's go back to the
special session and LB1. And I was very adamant about a piece of legislation that's
supposed to govern us for many years into the future would not exempt any portion of
the state from a future pipeline because we don't know what the future is going to be.
We don't know what's going to happen in the next 10, 20, 25, 30 years from now. And
there can come a time, I think, with national security we're going to look at things...we
may look at things differently in Nebraska. So as it was in its final form, LB1 was not a
threat to the future as far as mapping out exactly how things were going to be. And I
think that was the right thing. Now in theory LB1, if TransCanada were to start all over
again, nothing is exempt. But how foolish would that be to come in now into the state of
Nebraska, and we have a procedure mapped out in LB1 that says who's going to help
decide where a good route might be, how foolish would that be to come in with a
proposed route through the Sandhills? It would not be very smart. And it would not get
an approval. And so your bill, I think, is simply trying to make good on an agreement
that was made. And there's no guarantee with that either. But we're trying to do what we
said we would do because LB1 goes a little bit different direction. And I just don't see...I
don't see a big threat here. Do you? [LB1161]



Transcript Prepared By the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office



Natural Resources Committee
February 16, 2012



62











SENATOR SMITH: You know, no, Senator, I don't. I think your comments, you know,
very well spoken. And I...regardless of what has been said, all I know of TransCanada is
what you senators have heard. And I think the character of the people that have been
here and that have represented themselves, I believe that they also believe it would be
foolish to try to come in with a route that was across the Sandhills. I cannot speak
exactly for them, but I think you're absolutely right. I do not see the threat. But the only
point that I was making, and I don't think you're disagreeing with this, was that I was
pointing out LB1 and what it does and does not do and the differences between it and
this current piece of legislation. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: And part of the reason it was so important, as far as I was
concerned, that we didn't set the future and try and design where things could go and
where they couldn't go. But we're doing it for today. And if, and they're not going to do it,
but if TransCanada came back in with a new permit and went right through the Sandhills
I'd jump all over that and so would a whole lot of other people. They're not going to do it.
[LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: And I would expect, hopefully, the same for any other pipeline
company, that they would not be permitted to do that. [LB1161]



SENATOR CARLSON: No, they're not going to do it. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Senator Christensen. [LB1161]



SENATOR CHRISTENSEN: Thank you, Chairman. I'll clarify, I'm not intending to say
there's a threat. I'm trying to state a fact and I believe you and Senator Carlson dealt
with it, and that is if we continue where we're at with what this bill is doing, we have the
exclusion zones that DEQ talked and the agreement that it won't go through there
versus starting clear over it could. I'm sure it wouldn't. I'm just making a very...clarify. I
thought I said "could" and that I didn't think it would and it shouldn't. But, you know, I
think that's very clear when you go to LB4, Section 3, paragraph 2, the intent of the spirit
of this is to find a new route and pay for it by the Legislature. That was the...to fulfill the
agreement that we made that it would be moved and have them exclusion zones. I'm
not saying I think it would go back to the first route, I just wanted to clarify it. Thank you.
[LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: Seeing no other questions, thank you very much, Senator
Smith. [LB1161]



SENATOR SMITH: Thank you. [LB1161]



SENATOR LANGEMEIER: That concludes the hearing for LB1161 and the hearings for
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the day. Like to thank everybody that came and participated and those that watched the
proceedings. Thank you and have a safe trip home. (See also Exhibit 20.) [LB1161]
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ONE HUNDRED SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION - 2012
COMMITTEE STATEMENT



LB1161
 
 
Hearing Date: Thursday February 16, 2012
Committee On: Natural Resources
Introducer: Smith
One Liner: Provide for study and evaluation of routes for proposed oil pipelines
 
 
Roll Call Vote - Final Committee Action:
          Advanced to General File with amendment(s)
 
 
Vote Results:
          Aye: 6 Senators Carlson, Christensen, Langemeier, McCoy, Schilz, Smith
          Nay: 2 Senators Dubas, Haar
          Absent:   
          Present Not Voting:   
 
 
Proponents: Representing: 
Senator Jim Smith Introducer
Robert Jones TransCanada Keystone Pipeline L.P.
Jim White TransCanada
Mike Linder Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality
 
Opponents: Representing: 
Mary Pipher Self
Ken Winston Nebraska Sierra Club
Nina Nelson Self
Adam Hintz Self
John K. Hansen Nebraska Farmers Union
Jim Anderson Self
Ernie Fellows Self
Donna Roller Self
Randy Thompson Self
Ben Gotschall Self
Debra Trainor Self
Linda Duckworth League of Women Voters of Nebraska
Emily McKeone Self
Amy Schaffer Self
 
Neutral: Representing: 
Bruce Boettcher Self
 
 
Summary of purpose and/or changes:
LB 1161 would provide a mechanism for the state's Department of Environmental Quality to continue its pipeline route
evaluation that was authorized in LB 4, passed last fall during the 2011 special session.  The Legislature passed LB 4,
which created a process that authorized the Department of Environmental Quality to collaborate with a federal agency
for a National Environmental Policy Act review of oil pipeline projects.  
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The Legislature also passed the Major Oil Pipeline Siting Act during special session, a pipeline route application process
to be administered by the Public Service Commission.  As passed, LB 1 was not to apply to a pipeline carrier that had
applied for a Presidential Permit from the State Department prior to the effective date of the act.  The act went into effect
immediately when the Governor signed the bill last November.  



The purpose of the bill, and the committee amendment, is to clarify the law a pipeline carrier is to follow depending on
the date an application is made for a Presidential Permit from the State Department.  The committee amendment also
provides for a process that would authorize the Department of Environmental Quality to conduct an environmental
impact study of a pipeline route going through Nebraska to be used for a federal permit application when there is no
federal permit application pending.
 
 
Explanation of amendments:
The committee amendment, AM2381, replaces and would become the bill.  



	Section-by-section description of AM 2381:



Section 1 amends the portion of LB 1, passed during special session, that amended 57-1101, relating to eminent
domain use for oil transport, by requiring compliance with section 3 of LB 4, passed during special session and receiving
the Governor's approval on the route.  Also provides a start date for the Major Oil Pipeline Siting Act (LB 1, Special
Session) of January 1, 2013.



Section 2 amends the portion of LB 1 that created the Major Oil Pipeline Siting Act, by adding the January 1, 2013
effective date for the act, and grandfathering in pipeline projects that have applied for a Presidential Permit or have
applied for or been granted international border crossing authority prior to the January 1, 2013, effective date.



Section 3 amends section 3 of LB 4, passed during special session, by (a) authorizing the Department of Environmental
Quality to study, in collaboration with a federal entity, the environmental impact of a pipeline route going through
Nebraska if a pipeline carrier is seeking federal border crossing authority under federal law, and (b) authorizing the
department to conduct a study, similar to a National Environmental Policy Act review, of the environmental impact of an
oil pipeline route when no federal permit application is pending.  The study may be provided to a pipeline carrier upon
request for use in a federal application, and if the study is not incorporated into such application, the department may
seek reimbursement from the pipeline carrier.  Prior to providing such study to the pipeline carrier, the Governor has 30
days, after receiving notification of a request, to indicate in writing whether he or she approves any of the routes
reviewed in the department's study.



Also revises the language of LB 4 by eliminating the requirement of a memorandum of understanding with a federal
entity, but allowing the department to collaborate with any such entity for purposes of a study.  



Section 4 repeals the original sections.



Section 5 contains an emergency clause.



 



Chris Langemeier, Chairperson
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From: Lauber, Joseph <joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 6, 2020 12:23 PM
To: Kovar, Annette <Annette.Kovar@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Re: Energy Company Request - Nebraska Revised Statute 57-1503
 
Hello Annette,
 
I left you a voicemail and here is the follow-up.  Lt. Governor Foley has asked that the two of us
confer on the legality/viability of a request by an energy pipeline carrier to obtain gubernatorial
approval for a pipeline route pursuant to the provisions of Nebraska Revised Statute 57-1503. 
Essentially, this process bypasses the Public Service Commission.  I have read the statute and a
related case: Thompson V. Heineman, https://www.leagle.com/decision/inneco20150109162.
 
As I read it, the statute was not ultimately found to be unconstitutional.
 
Would you have some time to review and share your opinion with me?  Please let me know if you
have any questions or would like to discuss.  My cell is 402-432-7095, landline is 402-825-1240.  I am
also working remotely.
 
Thank you,
 
Joe
 
Joseph H. Lauber
Deputy Director – Operations
Chief Legal Officer


 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
PO Box 94666
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3758
joseph.lauber@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.org  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Cole, Lori A.
Subject: FW: Updated Amendment to LB720 - REQ04455
Date: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 12:42:00 PM
Attachments: REQ04455.pdf


Please print when you can.  Thanks!
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Chappelear, Trinity <Trinity.Chappelear@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 12:40 PM
To: Curran, Dan <Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; White, Glen <Glen.White@nebraska.gov>; Goins,
Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>; Fulton, Tony <tony.fulton@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Updated Amendment to LB720 - REQ04455
 
FYI – updated draft.


 
Tyler,
 
Your amendment is attached.  I had the following comments on this one:
 
(1) In subdivision (1)(g) of section 29, I changed the word "company" to "taxpayer" in two
spots. (You hadn't marked this, but I noticed it when I read through this section again.)  We
use "taxpayer" everywhere else, so I thought it would be good to stay consistent.


(2) Due to the elimination of section 84-612, there is no longer a need to have a split operative
date section.  The singular operative date for the whole bill will now be 1/1/2021.  In addition,
there is no longer a need for the emergency clause, so I've eliminated it.


Please let me know if you have questions or need changes.  Thank you.
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AMENDMENTS TO LB720



(Amendments to E & R amendments, ER136)



 



Introduced by



1. Strike the original sections and all amendments thereto and1



insert the following new sections:2



Section 1.  Sections 1 to 44 of this act shall be known and may be3



cited as the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.4



Sec. 2.  The Legislature hereby finds and declares that it is the5



policy of this state to modernize its economic development platform in6



order to (1) encourage new businesses to relocate to Nebraska, (2)7



encourage existing businesses to remain and grow in Nebraska, (3)8



encourage the creation and retention of new, high-paying jobs in9



Nebraska, (4) attract and retain investment capital in Nebraska, (5)10



develop the Nebraska workforce, (6) simplify the administration of the11



tax incentive program created in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for both12



businesses and the state, and (7) improve the transparency and13



accountability of such program.14



Sec. 3.  For purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the definitions15



found in sections 4 to 26 of this act shall be used.16



Sec. 4.  Any term shall have the same meaning as used in Chapter 77,17



article 27, except as otherwise defined in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.18



Sec. 5.  Base year means the year immediately preceding the year of19



application.20



Sec. 6.  Base-year employee means any individual who was employed in21



Nebraska and subject to the Nebraska income tax on compensation received22



from the taxpayer or its predecessors during the base year and who is23



employed at the qualified location or locations.24



Sec. 7.  Carryover period means the period of three years25



immediately following the end of the performance period.26
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Sec. 8.  Compensation means the sum of wages and an employer's1



payment of health insurance costs for the employee and the employee's2



family.3



Sec. 9.  Director means the Director of Economic Development.4



Sec. 10.  Equivalent employees means the number of employees5



computed by dividing the total hours paid in a year by the product of6



forty times the number of weeks in a year. A salaried employee who7



receives a predetermined amount of compensation each pay period on a8



weekly or less frequent basis is deemed to have been paid for forty hours9



per week during the pay period.10



Sec. 11.  Investment means the value of qualified property11



incorporated into or used at the qualified location or locations. For12



qualified property owned by the taxpayer, the value shall be the original13



cost of the property. For qualified property rented by the taxpayer, the14



average net annual rent shall be multiplied by the number of years of the15



lease for which the taxpayer was originally bound, not to exceed ten16



years. The rental of land included in and incidental to the leasing of a17



building shall not be excluded from the computation. For purposes of this18



section, original cost means the amount required to be capitalized for19



depreciation, amortization, or other recovery under the Internal Revenue20



Code of 1986, as amended. Any amount, including the labor of the21



taxpayer, that is capitalized as a part of the cost of the qualified22



property or that is written off under section 179 of the Internal Revenue23



Code of 1986, as amended, shall be considered part of the original cost.24



Sec. 12.  Motor vehicle means any motor vehicle, trailer, or25



semitrailer as defined in the Motor Vehicle Registration Act and subject26



to registration for operation on the highways.27



Sec. 13.  NAICS means the North American Industry Classification28



System established by the United States Department of Commerce and29



applied to classify the locations owned or leased by the taxpayer,30



including the specific NAICS codes and code definitions in effect on31
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January 1, 2020.1



Sec. 14.  Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for any year2



means the most recent ninety-county median hourly wage paid by all3



employers in all counties in Nebraska other than Douglas, Lancaster, and4



Sarpy, as calculated by the Office of Labor Market Information of the5



Department of Labor using annual data from the Quarterly Census of6



Employment and Wages by October 1 of the year prior to application.7



Hourly wages shall be calculated by dividing the reported median annual8



weekly wage by forty.9



Sec. 15.  Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for any year means10



the most recent statewide median hourly wage paid by all employers in all11



counties in Nebraska as calculated by the Office of Labor Market12



Information of the Department of Labor using annual data from the13



Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by October 1 of the year prior14



to application. Hourly wages shall be calculated by dividing the reported15



median annual weekly wage by forty.16



Sec. 16.  (1) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions17



(1)(b), (4)(d), (5)(c), and (8)(b)(iii) of section 32 of this act, means18



the lesser of:19



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the20



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the21



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or22



(b) The sum of:23



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the24



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year25



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of26



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least27



one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage28



for the year of application; and29



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-30



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed31
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full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after1



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet2



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and3



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least one hundred fifty4



percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of5



application.6



(2) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions (4)(a) and7



(5)(a) of section 32 of this act, means the lesser of:8



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the9



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the10



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or11



(b) The sum of:12



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the13



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year14



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of15



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least16



the Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of17



application; and18



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-19



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed20



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after21



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet22



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and23



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least the Nebraska24



ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of application.25



(3) Number of new employees, for all other purposes, except as26



otherwise provided in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, means the lesser of:27



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the28



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the29



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or30



(b) The sum of:31
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(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the1



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year2



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of3



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least4



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application;5



and6



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-7



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed8



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after9



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet10



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and11



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least the Nebraska12



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.13



(4) For employees who work both at a qualified location and also14



perform services for the taxpayer at other nonqualified locations, they15



will be included in determining the number of new employees if more than16



fifty percent of the time for which they are compensated is spent at the17



qualified location. For any year other than the base year, employees who18



work at the qualified location fifty percent or less of the time for19



which they are compensated are not considered employed at the qualified20



location.21



(5) An employee meets the health coverage requirement if the22



taxpayer offers to that employee, for that year, the opportunity to23



enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored24



plan, as those terms are defined and described in section 5000A of the25



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such26



section.27



(6) For purposes of this section, employed full-time means that the28



employee is a full-time employee as defined and described in section29



4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the30



regulations for such section.31
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Sec. 17.  Performance period means the year during which the1



required increases in employment and investment were met or exceeded and2



each year thereafter until the end of the sixth year after the year the3



required increases were met or exceeded.4



Sec. 18.  (1) Qualified location means a location at which the5



majority of the business activities conducted are within one or more of6



the following NAICS codes or the following descriptions:7



(a) Manufacturing – 31, 32, or 33;8



(b) Testing Laboratories – 541380;9



(c) Rail Transportation – 482;10



(d) Truck Transportation – 484;11



(e) Insurance Carriers – 5241;12



(f) Wired Telecommunications Carriers – 517311;13



(g) Wireless Telecommunications Carriers (except Satellite) –14



517312;15



(h) Telemarketing Bureaus and Other Contact Centers – 561422;16



(i) Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services – 518210;17



(j) Computer Facilities Management Services – 541513;18



(k) Warehousing and Storage – 4931;19



(l) The administrative management of the taxpayer's activities,20



including headquarter facilities relating to such activities, or the21



administrative management of any of the activities of any business entity22



or entities in which the taxpayer or a group of its owners hold any23



direct or indirect ownership interest of at least ten percent, including24



headquarter facilities relating to such activities;25



(m) Logistics Facilities – Portions of NAICS 488210, 488310, and26



488490 dealing with independently operated trucking terminals,27



independently operated railroad and railway terminals, and waterfront28



terminal and port facility operations;29



(n) The conducting of research, development, or testing, or any30



combination thereof, for scientific, agricultural, animal husbandry, food31
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product, industrial, or technology purposes;1



(o) The production of electricity by using one or more sources of2



renewable energy to produce electricity for sale. For purposes of this3



subdivision, sources of renewable energy includes, but is not limited to,4



wind, solar, energy storage, geothermal, hydroelectric, biomass, and5



transmutation of elements;6



(p) Computer Systems Design and Related Services – 5415; or7



(q) The performance of financial services. For purposes of this8



subdivision, financial services includes only financial services provided9



by any financial institution subject to tax under Chapter 77, article 38,10



or any person or entity licensed by the Department of Banking and Finance11



or the federal Securities and Exchange Commission.12



(2)(a) Qualified location also includes any other business location13



if at least seventy-five percent of the revenue derived at the location14



is from sales to customers who are not related persons which are15



delivered or provided from the qualified location to a location that is16



not within Nebraska according to the sourcing rules in subsections (2)17



and (3) of section 77-2734.14. Intermediate sales to related persons are18



included as sales to customers delivered or provided to a location19



outside Nebraska if the related person delivers or provides the goods or20



services to a location outside Nebraska. Even if a location meets the21



seventy-five percent requirement of this subdivision, such location shall22



not constitute a qualified location under this subdivision if the23



majority of the business activities conducted at such location are within24



any of the following NAICS codes or any combination thereof:25



(i) Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting – 11;26



(ii) Transportation and Warehousing – 48-49;27



(iii) Information – 51;28



(iv) Utilities – 22;29



(v) Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction – 21;30



(vi) Public Administration – 92; or31
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(vii) Construction – 23.1



(b) The director may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations2



establishing an alternative method in circumstances in which subdivision3



(2)(a) of this section does not accurately reflect the out-of-state sales4



taking place at locations within Nebraska for a particular industry.5



(3) The determination of the majority of the business activities6



shall be made based on the number of employees working in the respective7



business activities. The director may adopt and promulgate rules and8



regulations establishing an alternative method in circumstances in which9



other factors provide a better reflection of business activities.10



(4) The delineation of the types of business activities which enable11



a location to constitute a qualified location is based on the state's12



intention to attract certain types of business activities and to13



responsibly accomplish the purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act by14



directing the state's incentive capabilities towards business activities15



which, due to their national nature, could locate outside of Nebraska and16



which therefore would, through the use of incentives, be motivated to17



locate in Nebraska. By listing specific types of business activities in18



subsection (1) of this section, the state has determined such business19



activities by their nature meet these objectives. By specifying the20



national nature of a taxpayer's revenue in subsection (2) of this21



section, the state has determined that certain other types of business22



activities can meet these objectives.23



Sec. 19.  Qualified employee leasing company means a company which24



places all employees of a client-lessee on its payroll and leases such25



employees to the client-lessee on an ongoing basis for a fee and, by26



written agreement between the employee leasing company and a client-27



lessee, grants to the client-lessee input into the hiring and firing of28



the employees leased to the client-lessee.29



Sec. 20.  Qualified property means any tangible property of a type30



subject to depreciation, amortization, or other recovery under the31
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Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or the components of such1



property, that will be located and used at the project. Qualified2



property does not include (1) aircraft, barges, motor vehicles, railroad3



rolling stock, or watercraft or (2) property that is rented by the4



taxpayer qualifying under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act to another person.5



Qualified property of the taxpayer located at the residence of an6



employee working in Nebraska from his or her residence on tasks7



interdependent with the work performed at the project shall be deemed8



located and used at the project.9



Sec. 21.  Ramp-up period means the period of time from the date of10



the complete application through the end of the fourth year after the11



year in which the complete application was filed with the director.12



Sec. 22.  Related persons means any corporations, partnerships,13



limited liability companies, or joint ventures which are or would14



otherwise be members of the same unitary group, if incorporated, or any15



persons who are considered to be related persons under either section16



267(b) and (c) or section 707(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as17



amended.18



Sec. 23.  Taxpayer means any person subject to sales and use taxes19



under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and subject to withholding under20



section 77-2753 and any entity that is or would otherwise be a member of21



the same unitary group, if incorporated, that is subject to such sales22



and use taxes and such withholding. Taxpayer does not include a political23



subdivision or an organization that is exempt from income taxes under24



section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. For25



purposes of this section, political subdivision includes any public26



corporation created for the benefit of a political subdivision and any27



group of political subdivisions forming a joint public agency, organized28



by interlocal agreement, or utilizing any other method of joint action.29



Sec. 24.  Wages means the gross amount of pay, not to exceed one30



million dollars per year for any employee, that an employer provides to31
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an employee as remuneration, without considering any deductions from that1



pay or the value of benefits, as described in subdivision (1)(j) of2



section 29 of this act, paid by an employer.3



Sec. 25.  Year means calendar year.4



Sec. 26.  Year of application means the year that a completed5



application is filed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



Sec. 27.  An employee of a qualified employee leasing company shall7



be considered to be an employee of the client-lessee for purposes of the8



ImagiNE Nebraska Act if the employee performs services for the client-9



lessee. A qualified employee leasing company shall provide the Department10



of Revenue with access to the records of employees leased to the client-11



lessee.12



Sec. 28.  (1) In order to utilize the incentives allowed in the13



ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the taxpayer shall file an application with the14



director, on a form developed by the director, requesting an agreement.15



(2) The application shall:16



(a) Identify the taxpayer applying for incentives;17



(b) Identify all locations sought to be within the agreement and the18



reason each such location constitutes or is expected to constitute a19



qualified location;20



(c) State the estimated, projected amount of new investment and the21



estimated, projected number of new employees;22



(d) Identify the required levels of employment and investment for23



the various incentives listed within section 32 of this act that will24



govern the agreement. The taxpayer may identify different levels of25



employment and investment until the first December 31 following the end26



of the ramp-up period on a form approved by the director. The identified27



levels of employment and investment will govern all years covered under28



the agreement;29



(e) Identify whether the agreement is for a single qualified30



location, all qualified locations within a county, all qualified31
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locations in more than one county, or all qualified locations within the1



state;2



(f) Acknowledge that the taxpayer understands the requirements for3



offering health coverage, and for reporting the value of such coverage,4



as specified in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act;5



(g) Acknowledge that the taxpayer does not violate any state or6



federal law against discrimination;7



(h) Acknowledge that the taxpayer understands the requirements for8



providing a sufficient package of benefits to its employees as specified9



in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and10



(i) Contain a nonrefundable application fee of five thousand11



dollars. The fee shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for credit to12



the Nebraska Incentives Fund.13



(3) An application must be complete to establish the date of the14



application. An application shall be considered complete once it contains15



the items listed in subsection (2) of this section.16



(4) Once satisfied that the application is consistent with the17



purposes stated in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for one or more qualified18



locations within this state, the director shall approve the application.19



(5) The director shall make his or her determination to approve or20



not approve an application within ninety days after the date of the21



application. If the director requests, by mail or by electronic means,22



additional information or clarification from the taxpayer in order to23



make his or her determination, such ninety-day period shall be tolled24



from the time the director makes the request to the time he or she25



receives the requested information or clarification from the taxpayer.26



The taxpayer and the director may also agree to extend the ninety-day27



period. If the director fails to make his or her determination within the28



prescribed ninety-day period, the application is deemed approved.29



(6) There shall be no new applications for incentives filed under30



this section after December 31, 2030. All complete applications filed on31
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or before December 31, 2030, shall be considered by the director and1



approved if the location or locations and taxpayer qualify for benefits.2



Agreements may be executed with regard to complete applications filed on3



or before December 31, 2030. All agreements pending, approved, or entered4



into before such date shall continue in full force and effect.5



Sec. 29.  (1) Within ninety days after approval of the application,6



the director shall prepare and deliver a written agreement to the7



taxpayer for the taxpayer's signature. The taxpayer and the director8



shall enter into such written agreement. Under the agreement, the9



taxpayer shall agree to increase employment or investment at the10



qualified location or locations, report compensation, wage, and hour data11



at the qualified location or locations to the Department of Revenue12



annually, and report all qualified property at the qualified location or13



locations to the Department of Revenue annually. The director, on behalf14



of the State of Nebraska, shall agree to allow the taxpayer to use the15



incentives contained in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The application, and16



all supporting documentation, to the extent approved, shall be considered17



a part of the agreement. The agreement shall state:18



(a) The qualified location or locations. If a location or locations19



are to be qualified under subsection (2) of section 18 of this act, the20



agreement must include a commitment by the taxpayer that the seventy-five21



percent requirement of such subsection will be met;22



(b) The type of documentation the taxpayer will need to supply to23



support its claim for incentives under the act;24



(c) The date the application was complete;25



(d) The E-verify number or numbers for the qualified location or26



locations provided by the United States Citizenship and Immigration27



Services;28



(e) A requirement that the taxpayer provide any information needed29



by the director or the Tax Commissioner to perform their respective30



responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, in the manner specified31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-12-











by the director or Tax Commissioner;1



(f) A requirement that the taxpayer provide an annually updated2



timetable showing the expected sales and use tax refunds and what year3



they are expected to be claimed, in the manner specified by the Tax4



Commissioner. The timetable shall include both direct refunds due to5



investment and credits taken as sales and use tax refunds as accurately6



as reasonably possible;7



(g) A requirement that the taxpayer update the Tax Commissioner8



annually, with its income tax return or in the manner specified by the9



Tax Commissioner, on any changes in plans or circumstances which it10



reasonably expects will affect the level of new investment and number of11



new employees at the qualified location or locations. If the taxpayer12



fails to comply with this requirement, the Tax Commissioner may defer any13



pending incentive utilization until the taxpayer does comply;14



(h) A requirement that the taxpayer provide information regarding15



the value of health coverage provided to employees during the year who16



are not base-year employees and who are paid the required compensation as17



needed by the director or the Tax Commissioner to perform their18



respective responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, in the manner19



specified by the director or Tax Commissioner;20



(i) A requirement that the taxpayer not violate any state or federal21



law against discrimination; and22



(j) A requirement that the taxpayer offer a sufficient package of23



benefits to the employees employed full-time at the qualified location or24



locations during the year who are not base-year employees and who are25



paid the required compensation. If a taxpayer does not offer a sufficient26



package of benefits to any such employee for any year during the27



performance period, that employee shall not count toward the number of28



new employees for such year. For purposes of this subdivision, benefits29



means nonwage remuneration offered to an employee, including medical and30



dental insurance plans, pension, retirement, and profit-sharing plans,31
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child care services, life insurance coverage, vision insurance coverage,1



disability insurance coverage, and any other nonwage remuneration as2



determined by the director. The director may adopt and promulgate rules3



and regulations to specify what constitutes a sufficient package of4



benefits. In determining what constitutes a sufficient package of5



benefits, the director shall consider (i) benefit packages customarily6



offered in Nebraska by private employers to full-time employees, (ii) the7



impact of the cost of such benefits on the ability to attract new8



employment and investment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, and (iii) the9



costs that employees must bear to obtain benefits not offered by an10



employer.11



(2) The application, the agreement, all supporting information, and12



all other information reported to the director or the Tax Commissioner13



shall be kept confidential by the director and the Tax Commissioner,14



except for the name of the taxpayer, the qualified location or locations15



in the agreement, the estimated amounts of increased employment and16



investment stated in the application, the date of complete application,17



the date the agreement was signed, and the information required to be18



reported by section 38 of this act. The application, the agreement, and19



all supporting information shall be provided by the director to the20



Department of Revenue. The director shall disclose, to any municipalities21



in which project locations exist, the approval of an application and the22



execution of an agreement under this section. The Tax Commissioner shall23



also notify each municipality of the amount and taxpayer identity for24



each refund of local option sales and use taxes of the municipality25



within thirty days after the refund is allowed or approved. Disclosures26



shall be kept confidential by the municipality unless publicly disclosed27



previously by the taxpayer or by the State of Nebraska.28



(3) An agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall have a29



duration of no more than fifteen years. A taxpayer with an existing30



agreement may apply for and receive a new agreement for any qualified31
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location or locations that are not part of an existing agreement under1



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, but cannot apply for a new agreement for a2



qualified location designated in an existing agreement until after the3



end of the performance period for the existing agreement.4



(4) The incentives contained in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be in5



lieu of the tax credits allowed by the Nebraska Advantage Rural6



Development Act for any project. In computing credits under the Nebraska7



Advantage Rural Development Act, any investment or employment which is8



eligible for benefits or used in determining benefits under the ImagiNE9



Nebraska Act shall be subtracted from the increases computed for10



determining the credits under section 77-27,188. New investment or11



employment at a project location that results in the meeting or12



maintenance of the employment or investment requirements, the creation of13



credits, or refunds of taxes under the Nebraska Advantage Act shall not14



be considered new investment or employment for purposes of the ImagiNE15



Nebraska Act. The use of carryover credits under the Nebraska Advantage16



Act, the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Invest Nebraska Act,17



the Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act, or the Quality Jobs Act18



shall not preclude investment and employment from being considered new19



investment or employment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The use of20



property tax exemptions at the project under the Employment and21



Investment Growth Act or the Nebraska Advantage Act does not preclude22



investment not eligible for such property tax exemptions from being23



considered new investment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.24



Sec. 30.  (1) The taxpayer may request the director to review and25



certify that the location or locations designated in the application are26



qualified locations under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The taxpayer shall27



describe in detail the activities taking place at the location or28



locations or the activities that will be taking place at the location or29



locations. The director shall make the determination based on the30



information provided by the taxpayer. The director must complete the31
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review within ninety days after the request. If the director requests, by1



mail or by electronic means, additional information or clarification from2



the taxpayer in order to make his or her determination, the ninety-day3



period shall be tolled from the time the director makes the request to4



the time he or she receives the requested information or clarification5



from the taxpayer. The taxpayer and the director may also agree to extend6



the ninety-day period. If the director fails to make his or her7



determination within the prescribed ninety-day period, the certification8



is deemed approved for the disclosed activities.9



(2) The taxpayer may request the Tax Commissioner to review and10



certify that the base year employment, compensation, and wage levels are11



as reported by the taxpayer pursuant to subsection (1) of section 29 of12



this act. Upon a request for such review, the Tax Commissioner shall be13



given access to the employment and business records of the proposed14



location or locations, and must complete the review within one hundred15



eighty days after the request. If the Tax Commissioner requests, by mail16



or by electronic means, additional information or clarification from the17



taxpayer in order to make his or her determination, the one-hundred-18



eighty-day period shall be tolled from the time the Tax Commissioner19



makes the request to the time he or she receives the requested20



information or clarification from the taxpayer. The taxpayer and the Tax21



Commissioner may also agree to extend the one-hundred-eighty-day period.22



If the Tax Commissioner fails to make his or her determination within the23



prescribed one-hundred-eighty-day period, the certification is deemed24



approved.25



(3) Upon review, the director may approve, reject, or amend the26



qualified locations sought in the application contingent upon the27



accuracy of the information or plans disclosed by the taxpayer that28



describe the expected activity at the qualified location or locations.29



Upon review, the Tax Commissioner may also approve or amend the base year30



employment, compensation, or wage levels reported pursuant to subsection31
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(1) of section 29 of this act based upon the payroll information and1



other financial records provided by the taxpayer. Once the director or2



Tax Commissioner certifies the qualified location or locations and the3



employment, compensation, and wage levels at the qualified location or4



locations, the certification is binding on the Department of Revenue when5



the taxpayer claims benefits on a return to the extent the activities6



performed at the location or locations are as described in the7



application, the information and plans provided by the taxpayer were8



accurate, and the base year information is not affected by transfers of9



employees from another location in Nebraska, the acquisition of a10



business, or moving businesses or entities to or from the qualified11



location or locations.12



(4) If the taxpayer does not request review and certification of13



whether the designated location or locations are qualified, or the base14



year employment, compensation, and wage levels, those items are subject15



to later audit by the Department of Revenue.16



Sec. 31.  The following transactions or activities shall not create17



any credits or allow any benefits under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act except18



as specifically allowed by this section:19



(1) The acquisition of a business after the date of application20



which is continued by the taxpayer as a part of the agreement and which21



was operated in this state during the three hundred sixty-six days prior22



to the date of acquisition. All employees of the entities added to the23



taxpayer by the acquisition during the three hundred sixty-six days prior24



to the date of acquisition shall be considered employees during the base25



year. Any investment prior to the date of acquisition made by the26



entities added to the taxpayer by the acquisition or any investment in27



the acquisition of such business shall be considered as being made before28



the date of application;29



(2) The moving of a business from one location to another, which30



business was operated in this state during the three hundred sixty-six31
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days prior to the date of application. All employees of the business1



during such three hundred sixty-six days shall be considered base-year2



employees;3



(3) The purchase or lease of any property which was previously owned4



by the taxpayer or a related person. The first purchase by either the5



taxpayer or a related person shall be treated as investment if the item6



was first placed in service in the state after the date of the7



application;8



(4) The renegotiation of any lease in existence on the date of9



application which does not materially change any of the terms of the10



lease, other than the expiration date, shall be presumed to be a11



transaction entered into for the purpose of generating benefits under the12



act and shall not be allowed in the computation of any benefit or the13



meeting of any required levels under the agreement;14



(5) Any purchase or lease of property from a related person, except15



that the taxpayer will be allowed any benefits under the act to which the16



related person would have been entitled on the purchase or lease of the17



property if the related person was considered the taxpayer;18



(6) Any transaction entered into primarily for the purpose of19



receiving benefits under the act which is without a business purpose and20



does not result in increased economic activity in the state; and21



(7) Any activity that results in benefits under the Ethanol22



Development Act.23



Sec. 32.  (1) A taxpayer shall be entitled to the sales and use tax24



incentives contained in subsection (2) of this section if the taxpayer:25



(a) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at26



least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new employees at the27



qualified location or locations before the end of the ramp-up period;28



(b) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at29



least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least two hundred30



fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations before the end31
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of the ramp-up period; or1



(c) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at2



least fifty million dollars at the qualified location or locations before3



the end of the ramp-up period. To receive incentives under this4



subdivision, the taxpayer must meet the following conditions:5



(i) The average compensation of the taxpayer's employees at the6



qualified location or locations for each year of the performance period7



must equal at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide8



median hourly wage for the year of application; and9



(ii) The taxpayer must offer to its employees who constitute full-10



time employees as defined and described in section 4980H of the Internal11



Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such section,12



at the qualified location or locations for each year of the performance13



period, the opportunity to enroll in minimum essential coverage under an14



eligible employer-sponsored plan, as those terms are defined and15



described in section 5000A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as16



amended, and the regulations for such section.17



(2) A taxpayer meeting the requirements of subsection (1) of this18



section shall be entitled to the following sales and use tax incentives:19



(a) A refund of all sales and use taxes paid under the Local Option20



Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the Qualified Judgment21



Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 from the date of22



the complete application through the meeting of the required levels of23



employment and investment for all purchases, including rentals, of:24



(i) Qualified property used at the qualified location or locations;25



(ii) Property, excluding motor vehicles, based in this state and26



used in both this state and another state in connection with the27



qualified location or locations except when any such property is to be28



used for fundraising for or for the transportation of an elected29



official;30



(iii) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson31
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after appointment as a purchasing agent of the owner of the improvement1



to real estate when such property is incorporated into real estate at the2



qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on fifty3



percent of the contract price, excluding any land, as the cost of4



materials subject to the sales and use tax;5



(iv) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson6



after appointment as a purchasing agent of the taxpayer when such7



property is annexed to, but not incorporated into, real estate at the8



qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on the cost of9



materials subject to the sales and use tax that were annexed to real10



estate; and11



(v) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson after12



appointment as a purchasing agent of the taxpayer when such property is13



both (A) incorporated into real estate at the qualified location or14



locations and (B) annexed to, but not incorporated into, real estate at15



the qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on fifty16



percent of the contract price, excluding any land, as the cost of17



materials subject to the sales and use tax; and18



(b) An exemption from all sales and use taxes under the Local Option19



Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the Qualified Judgment20



Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 on the types of21



purchases, including rentals, listed in subdivision (a) of this22



subsection for such purchases, including rentals, occurring during each23



year of the performance period in which the taxpayer is at or above the24



required levels of employment and investment, except that the exemption25



shall be for the actual materials purchased with respect to subdivisions26



(2)(a)(iii), (iv), and (v) of this section. The Tax Commissioner shall27



issue such rules, regulations, certificates, and forms as are appropriate28



to implement the efficient use of this exemption.29



(3)(a) Upon execution of the agreement, the taxpayer shall be issued30



a direct payment permit under section 77-2705.01, notwithstanding the31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-20-











three million dollars in purchases limitation in subsection (1) of1



section 77-2705.01, for each qualified location specified in the2



agreement, unless the taxpayer has opted out of this requirement in the3



agreement. For any taxpayer who is issued a direct payment permit, until4



such taxpayer makes the investment in qualified property and hires the5



new employees at the qualified location or locations as specified in6



subsection (1) of this section, the taxpayer must pay and remit any7



applicable sales and use taxes as required by the Tax Commissioner.8



(b) If the taxpayer makes the investment in qualified property and9



hires the new employees at the qualified location or locations as10



specified in subsection (1) of this section, the taxpayer shall receive11



the sales tax refunds described in subdivision (2)(a) of this section.12



For any year in which the taxpayer is not at the required levels of13



employment and investment, the taxpayer shall report all sales and use14



taxes owed for the period on the taxpayer's income tax return for the15



year.16



(4) The taxpayer shall be entitled to one of the following credits17



for payment of wages to new employees:18



(a) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified19



property of at least one million dollars and hires at least five new20



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the21



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to four22



percent times the average wage of new employees times the number of new23



employees if the average wage of the new employees equals at least the24



Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of application.25



Wages in excess of one million dollars paid to any one employee during26



the year shall be excluded from the calculations under this subdivision;27



(b) If a taxpayer hires at least twenty new employees at the28



qualified location or locations before the end of the ramp-up period, the29



taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to five percent times the30



average wage of new employees times the number of new employees if the31
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average wage of the new employees equals at least one hundred percent of1



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.2



The credit shall equal seven percent times the average wage of new3



employees times the number of new employees if the average wage of the4



new employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska5



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit6



shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new employees times7



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees8



equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the Nebraska9



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit10



shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees times11



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees12



equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median13



hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one million14



dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be excluded from15



the calculations under this subdivision;16



(c) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified17



property of at least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new18



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the19



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to five20



percent times the average wage of new employees times the number of new21



employees if the average wage of the new employees equals at least one22



hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year23



of application. The credit shall equal seven percent times the average24



wage of new employees times the number of new employees if the average25



wage of the new employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of26



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.27



The credit shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new28



employees times the number of new employees if the average wage of the29



new employees equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the30



Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The31
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credit shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees1



times the number of new employees if the average wage of the new2



employees equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide3



median hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one4



million dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be5



excluded from the calculations under this subdivision; or6



(d) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified7



property of at least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least8



two hundred fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations9



before the end of the ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a10



credit equal to seven percent times the average wage of new employees11



times the number of new employees if the average wage of the new12



employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska13



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit14



shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new employees times15



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees16



equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the Nebraska17



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit18



shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees times19



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees20



equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median21



hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one million22



dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be excluded from23



the calculations under this subdivision.24



(5) The taxpayer shall be entitled to one of the following credits25



for new investment:26



(a) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified27



property of at least one million dollars and hires at least five new28



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the29



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to four30



percent of the investment made in qualified property at the qualified31
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location or locations;1



(b) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified2



property of at least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new3



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the4



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to seven5



percent of the investment made in qualified property at the qualified6



location or locations; or7



(c) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified8



property of at least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least9



two hundred fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations10



before the end of the ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a11



credit equal to seven percent of the investment made in qualified12



property at the qualified location or locations.13



(6)(a) The credit percentages prescribed in subsections (4) and (5)14



of this section shall be increased by one percentage point for wages paid15



and investments made at qualified locations in an extremely blighted16



area. For purposes of this subdivision, extremely blighted area means an17



area which, before the end of the ramp-up period, has been declared an18



extremely blighted area under section 18-2101.02.19



(b) The credit percentages prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of20



this section shall be increased by one percentage point if the taxpayer:21



(i) Is a benefit corporation as defined in section 21-403 and has22



been such a corporation for at least one year prior to submitting an23



application under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and24



(ii) Remains a benefit corporation as defined in section 21-403 for25



the duration of the taxpayer's agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.26



(c) A taxpayer may, if qualified, receive one or both of the27



increases provided in this subsection.28



(7)(a) The credits prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of this29



section shall be allowable for wages paid and investments made during30



each year of the performance period that the taxpayer is at or above the31
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required levels of employment and investment.1



(b) The credits prescribed in subsection (5) of this section shall2



also be allowable during the first year of the performance period for3



investment in qualified property at the qualified location or locations4



after the date of the complete application and before the beginning of5



the performance period.6



(8)(a) Property described in subdivision (8)(c) of this section used7



at the qualified location or locations, whether purchased or leased, and8



placed in service by the taxpayer after the date of the complete9



application, shall constitute separate classes of property and are10



eligible for exemption under the conditions and for the time periods11



provided in subdivision (8)(b) of this section.12



(b) A taxpayer shall receive the exemption of property in13



subdivision (8)(c) of this section if the taxpayer attains one of the14



following employment and investment levels: (i) Cumulative investment in15



qualified property of at least five million dollars and the hiring of at16



least thirty new employees at the qualified location or locations before17



the end of the ramp-up period; (ii) cumulative investment in qualified18



property of at least fifty million dollars at the qualified location or19



locations before the end of the ramp-up period, provided the average20



compensation of the taxpayer's employees at the qualified location or21



locations for the year in which such investment level was attained equals22



at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide median23



hourly wage for the year of application and the taxpayer offers to its24



employees who constitute full-time employees as defined and described in25



section 4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the26



regulations for such section, at the qualified location or locations for27



the year in which such investment level was attained, the opportunity to28



enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored29



plan, as those terms are defined and described in section 5000A of the30



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such31
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section; or (iii) cumulative investment in qualified property of at least1



two hundred fifty million dollars and the hiring of at least two hundred2



fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations before the end3



of the ramp-up period. Such property shall be eligible for the exemption4



from the first January 1 following the end of the year during which the5



required levels were exceeded through the ninth December 31 after the6



first year property included in subdivision (8)(c) of this section7



qualifies for the exemption, except that for a taxpayer who has filed an8



application under NAICS code 518210 for Data Processing, Hosting, and9



Related Services and who files a separate sequential application for the10



same NAICS code for which the ramp-up period begins with the year11



immediately after the end of the previous project's performance period or12



a taxpayer who has a project qualifying under subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of13



section 77-5725 and who files a separate sequential application for NAICS14



code 518210 for Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services for which15



the ramp-up period begins with the year immediately after the end of the16



previous project's entitlement period, such property described in17



subdivision (8)(c)(i) of this section shall be eligible for the exemption18



from the first January 1 following the placement in service of such19



property through the ninth December 31 after the year the first claim for20



exemption is approved.21



(c) The following personal property used at the qualified location22



or locations, whether purchased or leased, and placed in service by the23



taxpayer after the date of the complete application shall constitute24



separate classes of personal property:25



(i) All personal property that constitutes a data center if the26



taxpayer qualifies under subdivision (8)(b)(i) or (8)(b)(ii) of this27



section;28



(ii) Business equipment that is located at a qualified location or29



locations and that is involved directly in the manufacture or processing30



of agricultural products if the taxpayer qualifies under subdivision (8)31
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(b)(i) or (8)(b)(ii) of this section; or1



(iii) All personal property if the taxpayer qualifies under2



subdivision (8)(b)(iii) of this section.3



(d) In order to receive the property tax exemptions allowed by4



subdivision (8)(c) of this section, the taxpayer shall annually file a5



claim for exemption with the Tax Commissioner on or before May 1. The6



form and supporting schedules shall be prescribed by the Tax Commissioner7



and shall list all property for which exemption is being sought under8



this section. A separate claim for exemption must be filed for each9



agreement and each county in which property is claimed to be exempt. A10



copy of this form must also be filed with the county assessor in each11



county in which the applicant is requesting exemption. The Tax12



Commissioner shall determine whether a taxpayer is eligible to obtain13



exemption for personal property based on the criteria for exemption and14



the eligibility of each item listed for exemption and, on or before15



August 1, certify such determination to the taxpayer and to the affected16



county assessor.17



(9) The taxpayer shall, on or before the receipt or use of any18



incentives under this section, pay to the director a fee of one-half19



percent of such incentives, except for the exemption on personal20



property, for administering the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, except that the fee21



on any sales tax exemption may be paid by the taxpayer with the filing of22



its sales and use tax return. Such fee may be paid by direct payment to23



the director or through withholding of available refunds. A credit shall24



be allowed against such fee for the amount of the fee paid with the25



application. All fees collected under this subsection shall be remitted26



to the State Treasurer for credit to the ImagiNE Nebraska Cash Fund,27



which fund is hereby created. The fund shall consist of fees credited28



under this subsection and any other money appropriated to the fund by the29



Legislature. The fund shall be administered by the Department of Economic30



Development and shall be used for administration of the ImagiNE Nebraska31
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Act. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by1



the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion2



Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.3



Sec. 33.  (1)(a) The credits prescribed in section 32 of this act4



for a year shall be established by filing the forms required by the Tax5



Commissioner with the income tax return for the taxable year which6



includes the end of the year the credits were earned. The credits may be7



used and shall be applied in the order in which they were first allowable8



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. To the extent the taxpayer has credits9



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the Employment and Investment Growth10



Act still available for use in a year or years which overlap the11



performance period or carryover period of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the12



credits may be used and shall be applied in the order in which they were13



first allowable, and when there are credits of the same age, the older14



tax incentive program's credits shall be applied first. The credits may15



be used after any other nonrefundable credits to reduce the taxpayer's16



income tax liability imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135. Credits17



may be used beginning with the taxable year which includes December 31 of18



the year the required minimum levels were reached. The last year for19



which credits may be used is the taxable year which includes December 3120



of the last year of the carryover period. Any decision on how part of the21



credit is applied shall not limit how the remaining credit could be22



applied under this section.23



(b) The taxpayer may use the credit provided in subsection (4) of24



section 32 of this act to reduce the taxpayer's income tax withholding25



employer or payor tax liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757, or to26



reduce a qualified employee leasing company's income tax withholding27



employer or payor tax liability under such sections, when the taxpayer is28



the client-lessee of such company, to the extent such liability is29



attributable to the number of new employees employed at the qualified30



location or locations, excluding any wages in excess of one million31
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dollars paid to any one employee during the year. To the extent of the1



credit used, such withholding shall not constitute public funds or state2



tax revenue and shall not constitute a trust fund or be owned by the3



state. The use by the taxpayer or the qualified employee leasing company4



of the credit shall not change the amount that otherwise would be5



reported by the taxpayer, or such qualified employee leasing company, to6



the employee under section 77-2754 as income tax withheld and shall not7



reduce the amount that otherwise would be allowed by the state as a8



refundable credit on an employee's income tax return as income tax9



withheld under section 77-2755. The amount of credits used against income10



tax withholding shall not exceed the withholding attributable to the11



number of new employees employed at the qualified location or locations,12



excluding any wages in excess of one million dollars paid to any one13



employee during the year. If the amount of credit used by the taxpayer or14



the qualified employee leasing company against income tax withholding15



exceeds such amount, the excess withholding shall be returned to the16



Department of Revenue in the manner provided in section 77-2756, such17



excess amount returned shall be considered unused, and the amount of18



unused credits may be used as otherwise permitted in this section or19



shall carry over to the extent authorized in subdivision (1)(g) of this20



section.21



(c) Credits may be used to obtain a refund of sales and use taxes22



under the Local Option Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the23



Qualified Judgment Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-281324



which are not subject to direct refund under section 32 of this act that25



are paid on purchases, including rentals, for use at a qualified26



location.27



(d) The credits provided in subsections (4) and (5) of section 32 of28



this act may be used to repay a loan for job training or infrastructure29



development as provided in section 42 of this act.30



(e) Credits may be used to obtain a payment from the state equal to31
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the amount which the taxpayer demonstrates to the director was paid by1



the taxpayer after the date of the complete application for job training2



and talent recruitment of employees who qualify in the number of new3



employees, to the extent that proceeds from a loan described in section4



42 of this act were not used to make such payments. For purposes of this5



subdivision:6



(i) Job training means training for a prospective or new employee7



that is provided after the date of the complete application by a Nebraska8



nonprofit college or university, a Nebraska public or private secondary9



school, a Nebraska educational service unit, or a company that is not a10



member of the taxpayer's unitary group or a related person to the11



taxpayer; and12



(ii) Talent recruitment means talent recruitment activities that13



result in a newly recruited employee who is hired by the taxpayer after14



the date of the complete application and who is paid compensation during15



the year of hire at a rate equal to at least one hundred percent of the16



Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application,17



including marketing, relocation expenses, and search firm fees. Talent18



recruitment payments that may be reimbursed include, without limitation,19



payment by the taxpayer, without repayment by the employee, of an20



employee's student loans, an employee's tuition, and an employee's down21



payment on a primary residence in Nebraska. Talent recruitment payments22



that may be reimbursed shall not include payments for the recruitment of23



a person who constitutes a related person to the taxpayer when the24



taxpayer is an individual or recruitment of a person who constitutes a25



related person to an owner of the taxpayer when the taxpayer is a26



partnership, a limited liability company, or a subchapter S corporation.27



(f) The credits provided in subsections (4) and (5) of section 32 of28



this act may be used to obtain a payment from the state equal to the29



amount which the taxpayer demonstrates to the director was paid by the30



taxpayer for child care utilized by employees at the qualified location31
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or locations during the performance period and the carryover period.1



(g) Credits may be carried over until fully utilized through the end2



of the carryover period.3



(2)(a) No refund claims shall be filed until after the required4



levels of employment and investment have been met.5



(b) Refund claims shall be filed no more than once each quarter for6



refunds under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, except that any claim for a7



refund in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars may be filed at any8



time.9



(c) Refund claims for materials purchased by a purchasing agent10



shall include:11



(i) A copy of the purchasing agent appointment;12



(ii) The contract price; and13



(iii)(A) For refunds under subdivision (2)(a)(iii) or (2)(a)(v) of14



section 32 of this act, a certification by the contractor or repairperson15



of the percentage of the materials incorporated into or annexed to the16



qualified location on which sales and use taxes were paid to Nebraska17



after appointment as purchasing agent; or18



(B) For refunds under subdivision (2)(a)(iv) of section 32 of this19



act, a certification by the contractor or repairperson of the percentage20



of the contract price that represents the cost of materials annexed to21



the qualified location and the percentage of the materials annexed to the22



qualified location on which sales and use taxes were paid to Nebraska23



after appointment as purchasing agent.24



(d) All refund claims shall be filed, processed, and allowed as any25



other claim under section 77-2708, except that the amounts allowed to be26



refunded under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be deemed to be27



overpayments and shall be refunded notwithstanding any limitation in28



subdivision (2)(a) of section 77-2708. The refund may be allowed if the29



claim is filed within three years from the end of the year the required30



levels of employment and investment are met or within the period set31
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forth in section 77-2708. Refunds shall be paid by the Tax Commissioner1



within one hundred eighty days after receipt of the refund claim. Such2



payments shall be subject to later recovery by the Tax Commissioner upon3



audit.4



(e) If a claim for a refund of sales and use taxes under the Local5



Option Revenue Act, the Qualified Judgment Payment Act, or sections6



13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 of more than twenty-five thousand dollars is7



filed by June 15 of a given year, the refund shall be made on or after8



November 15 of the same year. If such a claim is filed on or after June9



16 of a given year, the refund shall not be made until on or after10



November 15 of the following year. The Tax Commissioner shall notify the11



affected city, village, county, or municipal county of the amount of12



refund claims of sales and use taxes under the Local Option Revenue Act,13



the Qualified Judgment Payment Act, or sections 13-319, 13-324, and14



13-2813 that are in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars on or before15



July 1 of the year before the claims will be paid under this section.16



(f) For refunds of sales and use taxes under the Local Option17



Revenue Act, the deductions made by the Tax Commissioner for such refunds18



shall be delayed in accordance with section 77-27,144.19



(g) Interest shall not be allowed on any taxes refunded under the20



ImagiNE Nebraska Act.21



(3) The appointment of purchasing agents shall be recognized for the22



purpose of changing the status of a contractor or repairperson as the23



ultimate consumer of tangible personal property purchased after the date24



of the appointment which is physically incorporated into or annexed at a25



qualified location and becomes the property of the owner of the26



improvement to real estate or the taxpayer. The purchasing agent shall be27



jointly liable for the payment of the sales and use tax on the purchases28



with the owner of the property.29



(4) The determination of whether the application is complete,30



whether a location is a qualified location, and whether to approve the31
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application and sign the agreement shall be made by the director. All1



other interpretations of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be made by the2



Tax Commissioner. The Commissioner of Labor shall provide the director3



with such information as the Department of Labor regularly receives with4



respect to the taxpayer which the director requests from the Commissioner5



of Labor in order to fulfill the director's duties under the act. The6



director shall use such information to achieve efficiency in the7



administration of the act.8



(5) Once the director and the taxpayer have signed the agreement9



under section 29 of this act, the taxpayer, and its owners or members10



where applicable, may report and claim and shall receive all incentives11



allowed by the ImagiNE Nebraska Act without waiting for a determination12



by the director or the Tax Commissioner or other taxing authority that13



the taxpayer has met the required employment and investment levels or14



otherwise qualifies, has qualified, or continues to qualify for such15



incentives, provided that the tax return or claim has been signed by an16



owner, member, manager, or officer of the taxpayer who declares under17



penalties of perjury that he or she has examined the tax return or claim,18



including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of his19



or her knowledge and belief (a) the tax return or claim is correct and20



complete in all material respects, (b) payment of the claim has not been21



previously made by the state to the taxpayer, and (c) with respect to22



sales or use tax refund claims, the taxpayer has not claimed or received23



a refund of such tax from a retailer. The payment or allowance of such a24



claim shall not prevent the director or the Tax Commissioner or other25



taxing authority from recovering such payment, exemption, or allowance,26



within the normal period provided by law, subject to normal appeal rights27



of a taxpayer, if the director or Tax Commissioner or other taxing28



authority determines upon review or audit that the taxpayer did not29



qualify for such incentive or exemption.30



(6) An audit of employment and investment thresholds and incentive31
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amounts shall be made by the Tax Commissioner to the extent and in the1



manner determined by the Tax Commissioner. Upon request by the director2



or the Tax Commissioner, the Commissioner of Labor shall report to the3



director and the Tax Commissioner the employment data regularly reported4



to the Department of Labor relating to number of employees and wages paid5



for each taxpayer. The director and Tax Commissioner, to the extent they6



determine appropriate, shall use such information to achieve efficiency7



in the administration of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The Tax Commissioner8



may recover any refund or part thereof which is erroneously made and any9



credit or part thereof which is erroneously allowed by issuing a10



deficiency determination within three years from the date of refund or11



credit or within the period otherwise allowed for issuing a deficiency12



determination, whichever expires later. The director shall not enter into13



an agreement with any taxpayer unless the taxpayer agrees to14



electronically verify the work eligibility status of all newly hired15



employees employed in Nebraska within ninety days after the date of hire.16



For purposes of calculating any tax incentive under the act, the hours17



worked and compensation paid to an employee who has not been18



electronically verified or who is not eligible to work in Nebraska shall19



be excluded.20



(7) A determination by the director that a location is not a21



qualified location or a determination by the Tax Commissioner that a22



taxpayer has failed to meet or maintain the required levels of employment23



or investment for incentives, exemptions, or recapture, or does not24



otherwise qualify for incentives or exemptions, may be protested by the25



taxpayer to the Tax Commissioner within sixty days after the mailing to26



the taxpayer of the written notice of the proposed determination by the27



director or the Tax Commissioner, as applicable. If the notice of28



proposed determination is not protested in writing by the taxpayer within29



the sixty-day period, the proposed determination is a final30



determination. If the notice is protested, the Tax Commissioner, after a31
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formal hearing by the Tax Commissioner or by an independent hearing1



officer appointed by the Tax Commissioner, if requested by the taxpayer2



in such protest, shall issue a written order resolving such protest. The3



written order of the Tax Commissioner resolving a protest may be appealed4



to the district court of Lancaster County in accordance with the5



Administrative Procedure Act within thirty days after the issuance of the6



order.7



Sec. 34.  (1) If the taxpayer fails to maintain employment and8



investment levels at or above the levels required in the agreement for9



the entire performance period, all or a portion of the incentives set10



forth in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be recaptured or disallowed. For11



purposes of this section, the average compensation and health coverage12



requirements of subdivision (1)(c) of section 32 of this act shall be13



treated as a required level of employment for each year of the14



performance period.15



(2) In the case of a taxpayer who has failed to maintain the16



required levels of employment or investment for the entire performance17



period, any reduction in the personal property tax, any refunds in tax or18



exemptions from tax allowed under section 32 of this act, and any refunds19



or reduction in tax allowed because of the use of a credit allowed under20



section 32 of this act shall be partially recaptured from either the21



taxpayer, the owner of the improvement to real estate, or the qualified22



employee leasing company, and any carryovers of credits shall be23



partially disallowed. The amount of the recapture for each benefit shall24



be a percentage equal to the number of years the taxpayer did not25



maintain the required levels of investment or employment divided by the26



number of years of the performance period multiplied by the refunds,27



exemptions or reductions in tax allowed, reduction in personal property28



tax, credits used, and the remaining carryovers. In addition, the last29



remaining year of personal property tax exemption shall be disallowed for30



each year the taxpayer did not maintain the qualified location or31
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locations at or above the required levels of employment or investment.1



(3) If the taxpayer receives any refunds, exemptions, or reduction2



in tax to which the taxpayer was not entitled or which were in excess of3



the amount to which the taxpayer was entitled, the refund, exemptions, or4



reduction in tax shall be recaptured separate from any other recapture5



otherwise required by this section. Any amount recaptured under this6



subsection shall be excluded from the amounts subject to recapture under7



other subsections of this section.8



(4) Any refunds, exemptions, or reduction in tax due, to the extent9



required to be recaptured, shall be deemed to be an underpayment of the10



tax and shall be immediately due and payable. When tax benefits were11



received in more than one year, the tax benefits received in the most12



recent year shall be recovered first and then the benefits received in13



earlier years up to the extent of the required recapture.14



(5)(a) Any personal property tax that would have been due except for15



the exemption allowed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, to the extent it16



becomes due under this section, shall be considered delinquent and shall17



be immediately due and payable to the county or counties in which the18



property was located when exempted.19



(b) All amounts received by a county under this section shall be20



allocated to each taxing unit levying taxes on tangible personal property21



in the county in the same proportion that the levy on tangible personal22



property of such taxing unit bears to the total levy of all of such23



taxing units.24



(6) Notwithstanding any other limitations contained in the laws of25



this state, collection of any taxes deemed to be underpayments by this26



section shall be allowed for a period of three years after the end of the27



performance period or three calendar years after the benefit was allowed,28



whichever is later.29



(7) Any amounts due under this section shall be recaptured30



notwithstanding other allowable credits and shall not be subsequently31
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refunded under any provision of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act unless the1



recapture was in error.2



(8) The recapture required by this section shall not occur if the3



failure to maintain the required levels of employment or investment was4



caused by an act of God or national emergency.5



Sec. 35.  (1) The incentives allowed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act6



shall not be transferable except in the following situations:7



(a) Any credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability8



company, a subchapter S corporation, a cooperative, including a9



cooperative exempt under section 521 of the Internal Revenue Code of10



1986, as amended, a limited cooperative association, or an estate or11



trust may be distributed to the partners, members, shareholders, patrons,12



or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is distributed for use13



against their income tax liabilities, and such partners, members,14



shareholders, or beneficiaries shall be deemed to have made an15



underpayment of their income taxes for any recapture required by section16



34 of this act. A credit distributed shall be considered a credit used17



and the partnership, limited liability company, subchapter S corporation,18



cooperative, including a cooperative exempt under section 521 of the19



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, limited cooperative20



association, estate, or trust shall be liable for any repayment required21



by section 34 of this act;22



(b) The credit prescribed in subsection (4) of section 32 of this23



act may be transferred to a qualified employee leasing company from a24



taxpayer who is a client-lessee of the qualified employee leasing company25



with employees performing services at the qualified location or locations26



of the client-lessee. The credits transferred must be designated for a27



specific year and cannot be carried forward by the qualified employee28



leasing company. The credits may only be used by the qualified employee29



leasing company to offset the income tax withholding or payor tax30



liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757 for withholding for employees31
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performing services for the client-lessee at the qualified location or1



locations. The offset to such withholding or payor tax liability must be2



computed in accordance with subdivision (1)(b) of section 33 of this act3



based on wages paid to the employees by the qualified employee leasing4



company, and not the amount paid to the qualified employee leasing5



company by the client-lessee; and6



(c) The incentives previously allowed and the future allowance of7



incentives may be transferred when an agreement is transferred in its8



entirety by sale or lease to another taxpayer or in an acquisition of9



assets qualifying under section 381 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,10



as amended.11



(2) The acquiring taxpayer, as of the date of notification to the12



director of the completed transfer, shall be entitled to any unused13



credits and to any future incentives allowable under the act.14



(3) The acquiring taxpayer shall be liable for any recapture that15



becomes due after the date of the transfer for the repayment of any16



benefits received either before or after the transfer.17



(4) If a taxpayer dies and there is a credit remaining after the18



filing of the final return for the taxpayer, the personal representative19



shall determine the distribution of the credit or any remaining carryover20



with the initial fiduciary return filed for the estate. The determination21



of the distribution of the credit may be changed only after obtaining the22



permission of the director.23



(5) The director may disclose information to the acquiring taxpayer24



about the agreement and prior benefits that is reasonably necessary to25



determine the future incentives and liabilities of the taxpayer.26



Sec. 36.  Interest shall not be allowable on any refunds paid27



because of benefits earned under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.28



Sec. 37.  (1) Any complete application shall be considered a valid29



application on the date submitted for the purposes of the ImagiNE30



Nebraska Act.31
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(2) The director shall be allowed access, by the Tax Commissioner,1



to information associated with the Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska2



Advantage Rural Development Act, and the Employment and Investment Growth3



Act to meet the director's obligations under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.4



(3) The director may contract with the Tax Commissioner for services5



that the director determines are necessary to fulfill the director's6



responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, other than services7



which constitute the actual actions and decisions required to be taken or8



made by the director under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.9



(4) The Tax Commissioner shall develop and maintain an electronic10



application and reporting system to be used by the director and Tax11



Commissioner to administer the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.12



Sec. 38.  (1) Beginning in 2021, the director and the Tax13



Commissioner shall jointly submit electronically an annual report for the14



previous fiscal year to the Legislature no later than October 31 of each15



year. The report shall be on a fiscal year, accrual basis that satisfies16



the requirements set by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. The17



Department of Economic Development and the Department of Revenue shall18



together, on or before December 15 of each year, appear at a joint19



hearing of the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature and the20



Revenue Committee of the Legislature and present the report. Any21



supplemental information requested by three or more committee members22



shall be presented within thirty days after the request.23



(2) The report shall list (a) the agreements which have been signed24



during the previous year, (b) the agreements which are still in effect,25



(c) the identity of each taxpayer who is party to an agreement, and (d)26



the qualified location or locations.27



(3) The report shall also state, for taxpayers who are parties to28



agreements, by industry group (a) the specific incentive options applied29



for under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, (b) the refunds and reductions in tax30



allowed on the investment, (c) the credits earned, (d) the credits used31
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to reduce the corporate income tax and the credits used to reduce the1



individual income tax, (e) the credits used to obtain sales and use tax2



refunds, (f) the credits used against withholding liability, (g) the3



credits used for job training, (h) the credits used for infrastructure4



development, (i) the number of jobs created under the act, (j) the5



expansion of capital investment, (k) the estimated wage levels of jobs6



created under the act subsequent to the application date, (l) the total7



number of qualified applicants, (m) the projected future state revenue8



gains and losses, (n) the sales tax refunds owed, (o) the credits9



outstanding under the act, (p) the value of personal property exempted by10



class in each county under the act, (q) the total amount of the payments,11



(r) the amount of workforce training and infrastructure development loans12



issued, outstanding, repaid, and delinquent, and (s) the value of health13



coverage provided to employees at qualified locations during the year who14



are not base-year employees and who are paid the required compensation.15



The report shall include the estimate of the amount of sales and use tax16



refunds to be paid and tax credits to be used as were required for the17



October forecast under section 40 of this act.18



(4) In estimating the projected future state revenue gains and19



losses, the report shall detail the methodology utilized, state the20



economic multipliers and industry multipliers used to determine the21



amount of economic growth and positive tax revenue, describe the analysis22



used to determine the percentage of new jobs attributable to the ImagiNE23



Nebraska Act, and identify limitations that are inherent in the analysis24



method.25



(5) The report shall provide an explanation of the audit and review26



processes of the Department of Economic Development and the Department of27



Revenue, as applicable, in approving and rejecting applications or the28



grant of incentives and in enforcing incentive recapture. The report29



shall also specify the median period of time between the date of30



application and the date the agreement is executed for all agreements31
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executed by December 31 of the prior year.1



(6) The report shall provide information on agreement-specific total2



incentives used every two years for each agreement. The report shall3



disclose (a) the identity of the taxpayer, (b) the qualified location or4



locations, and (c) the total credits used and refunds approved during the5



immediately preceding two years expressed as a single, aggregated total.6



The incentive information required to be reported under this subsection7



shall not be reported for the first year the taxpayer attains the8



required employment and investment thresholds. The information on first-9



year incentives used shall be combined with and reported as part of the10



second year. Thereafter, the information on incentives used for11



succeeding years shall be reported for each agreement every two years12



containing information on two years of credits used and refunds approved.13



The incentives used shall include incentives which have been approved by14



the director or Tax Commissioner, as applicable, but not necessarily15



received, during the previous two years.16



(7) The report shall include an executive summary which shows17



aggregate information for all agreements for which the information on18



incentives used in subsection (6) of this section is reported as follows:19



(a) The total incentives used by all taxpayers for agreements detailed in20



subsection (6) of this section during the previous two years; (b) the21



number of agreements; (c) the new jobs at the qualified location or22



locations for which credits have been granted; (d) the average23



compensation paid to employees in the state in the year of application24



and for the new jobs at the qualified location or locations; and (e) the25



total investment for which incentives were granted. The executive summary26



shall summarize the number of states which grant investment tax credits,27



job tax credits, sales and use tax refunds for qualified investment, and28



personal property tax exemptions and the investment and employment29



requirements under which they may be granted.30



(8) No information shall be provided in the report or in31
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supplemental information that is protected by state or federal1



confidentiality laws.2



Sec. 39.  Except as otherwise stated in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act,3



the director, with input from the Tax Commissioner, may adopt and4



promulgate all procedures and rules and regulations necessary to carry5



out the purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



Sec. 40.  (1) The Department of Economic Development and the7



Department of Revenue shall jointly, on or before the fifteenth day of8



October and February of every year and the fifteenth day of April in odd-9



numbered years, make an estimate of the amount of sales and use tax10



refunds to be paid and tax credits to be used under the ImagiNE Nebraska11



Act during the fiscal years to be forecast under section 77-27,158. The12



estimate shall be based on the most recent data available, including13



pending and approved applications and updates thereof as are required by14



subdivision (1)(f) of section 29 of this act. The estimate shall be15



forwarded to the Legislative Fiscal Analyst and the Nebraska Economic16



Forecasting Advisory Board and made a part of the advisory forecast17



required by section 77-27,158.18



(2)(a) In addition to the estimates required under subsection (1) of19



this section, the Department of Economic Development shall, on or before20



the fifteenth day of October and February of every year, make an estimate21



of the amount of sales and use tax refunds to be paid and tax credits to22



be used under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for each of the upcoming three23



calendar years and shall report such estimate electronically to the24



Legislature. The estimate shall be based on the most recent data25



available, including pending and approved applications and updates26



thereof as are required by subdivision (1)(f) of section 29 of this act.27



If the estimate for any such calendar year exceeds the base authority:28



(i) The Department of Economic Development shall prepare an analysis29



explaining why the estimate exceeds the base authority. The department30



shall include such analysis in the report it submits to the Legislature31
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under this subsection; and1



(ii) The director shall not approve any additional applications2



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act that would include refunds or credits in3



the calendar year in which the base authority is projected to be exceeded4



unless the director requests additional authority from the Executive5



Board of the Legislative Council and the executive board approves such6



request.7



(b) For purposes of this subsection, the base authority shall be8



equal to one hundred twenty-five million dollars for calendar years 20219



through 2024. Beginning with calendar year 2025 and every three years10



thereafter, the director shall adjust the base authority to an amount11



equal to three percent of the actual General Fund gross receipts for the12



most recent fiscal year for which such information is available.13



(c) If the director requests additional authority pursuant to this14



subsection, the executive board shall determine whether or not to approve15



such request within forty-five calendar days after receiving the request16



and shall notify the director of its determination. Prior to making its17



determination, the executive board shall hold a public meeting on the18



request and shall give seven days' public notice of such meeting. The19



minutes of such meeting shall show any action or inaction of the20



executive board. If the executive board fails to make a determination21



within such forty-five-day period, the request shall be deemed approved.22



In making its determination, the executive board shall consider, among23



other things, whether approving the request will:24



(i) Promote economic development in line with the state's economic25



development strategy;26



(ii) Promote the retention and growth of high-wage, high-impact27



businesses;28



(iii) Attract high-wage, high-impact businesses to the State of29



Nebraska;30



(iv) Promote investment in distressed and rural areas; and31
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(v) Result in approval of incentives for businesses which would not1



remain, grow, or move to Nebraska but for such incentives.2



(d) In making its determination under this subsection, the executive3



board may request any additional information or materials that are not4



confidential or proprietary from the Department of Economic Development,5



the Department of Revenue, or the Department of Labor.6



Sec. 41.  The Department of Labor shall, as requested, provide to7



the director and the Tax Commissioner the employment and wage data8



information necessary to meet the responsibilities of the Department of9



Labor under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, to the extent the Department of10



Labor collects such information.11



Sec. 42.  (1) The Legislature finds that providing job training is12



critical to the public purpose of attracting and retaining businesses and13



that the growth of high-paying jobs in Nebraska is limited by an unmet14



need for workforce training and infrastructure development. The15



Legislature further finds that many communities in Nebraska lack the16



infrastructure, including broadband access, necessary to provide high-17



paying jobs for residents. The Legislature further finds that workforce18



training and infrastructure development help businesses and improve the19



quality of life for workers and communities in Nebraska. Because there is20



a statewide benefit from workforce training and infrastructure21



development, the Legislature intends to provide a revolving loan program22



as a rational means to address these needs.23



(2) The Department of Economic Development shall establish and24



administer a revolving loan program for workforce training and25



infrastructure development expenses to be incurred by applicants for26



incentives under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.27



(3) The ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund is hereby created. The28



fund shall receive money from appropriations from the Legislature,29



grants, private contributions, repayment of loans, and all other sources.30



Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the31
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state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act1



and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act. It is the intent of the2



Legislature to transfer five million dollars from the General Fund to the3



ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-244



for purposes of carrying out the workforce training and infrastructure5



development revolving loan program pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



It is the intent of the Legislature to appropriate five million dollars7



for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-24 for purposes of carrying out the8



workforce training and infrastructure development revolving loan program9



pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.10



(4) The Department of Economic Development, as part of its11



comprehensive business development strategy, shall administer the ImagiNE12



Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund and may loan funds to applicants under the13



ImagiNE Nebraska Act to secure new, high-paying jobs in Nebraska based on14



the criteria established in sections 43 and 44 of this act. Loans made to15



applicants under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act and interest on such loans may16



be repaid using credits earned under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. If that17



occurs, the Department of Revenue shall certify the credit usage to the18



State Treasurer, who shall, within thirty days, transfer the amount of19



the credit used from the General Fund to the ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving20



Loan Fund.21



(5) If a taxpayer with an agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act22



obtains a loan under this section and fails to attain the required23



minimum number of new employees, minimum compensation, and minimum24



required cumulative investment necessary for that taxpayer to earn a25



credit, the principal and interest of the loan shall be considered an26



underpayment of tax and may be recovered by the Department of Revenue.27



(6) Whether repaid using credits or repaid directly by the recipient28



of the loan, loans made from the ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund29



shall be repaid with interest at the rate established in section 45-102.30



Sec. 43.  (1) A taxpayer with an application under the ImagiNE31
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Nebraska Act may apply for a workforce training loan by submitting an1



application to the Department of Economic Development which includes, but2



is not limited to:3



(a) The number of jobs to be created that will require training or4



the number of existing positions that will be trained;5



(b) The nature of the business and the type of jobs to be created6



that will require training or positions to be trained;7



(c) The estimated wage levels of the jobs to be created or positions8



to be trained; and9



(d) A program schedule for the workforce training project.10



(2) A taxpayer may partner with a postsecondary educational11



institution in Nebraska, a private, nonprofit educational organization in12



Nebraska holding a certificate of exemption under section 501(c)(3) of13



the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, a Nebraska educational14



service unit, or a school district in Nebraska to assist in providing the15



workforce training. The application shall specify the role of the16



partnering entity in identifying and training potential job applicants17



for the applicant business.18



(3) The director shall determine whether to approve the taxpayer's19



application for a workforce training loan under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act20



based upon the director's determination as to whether the loan will help21



enable the state to accomplish the purposes stated in section 42 of this22



act. The director shall be governed by and shall take into consideration23



all of the following factors in making such determination:24



(a) The department's comprehensive business development strategy;25



(b) The necessity of the loan to assure that the applicant will26



expand employment in Nebraska;27



(c) The number of jobs to be created; and28



(d) The expected pay of the jobs to be created.29



Sec. 44.  (1) A taxpayer with an application under the ImagiNE30



Nebraska Act may apply for an infrastructure development loan by31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-46-











submitting an application to the Department of Economic Development which1



includes, but is not limited to:2



(a) The nature of the business and the type and number of jobs to be3



created or retained;4



(b) The estimated wage levels of the jobs to be created or retained;5



and6



(c) A brief description of the infrastructure need that the loan is7



intended to fill.8



(2) The director shall determine whether to approve the taxpayer's9



application for an infrastructure development loan under the ImagiNE10



Nebraska Act based upon the director's determination as to whether the11



loan will help enable the state to accomplish the purposes stated in12



section 42 of this act. The director shall be governed by and shall take13



into consideration all of the following factors in making such14



determination:15



(a) The department's comprehensive business development strategy;16



(b) The necessity of the loan to assure that the applicant will17



expand employment in Nebraska;18



(c) The number of jobs to be created; and19



(d) The expected pay of the jobs to be created.20



Sec. 45.  Sections 45 to 55 of this act shall be known and may be21



cited as the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.22



Sec. 46.  The Legislature finds and declares that Nebraska is home23



to an emerging biotechnology and bioproducts sector that yields important24



innovations and collaborative opportunities with the existing25



agricultural sector. The Legislature further finds that advances in26



biotechnology and bioproducts will play a critical role in addressing27



global challenges, reducing our environmental footprint, and creating28



sustainable materials including renewable chemicals made from Nebraska-29



based agricultural products.30



Sec. 47.  For purposes of the Renewable Chemical Production Tax31
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Credit Act, unless the context otherwise requires:1



(1) Biomass feedstock means sugar, starch, polysaccharide, glycerin,2



lignin, fat, grease, or oil derived from plants, animals, or algae or a3



protein capable of being converted to a building block chemical by means4



of a biological or chemical conversion process;5



(2) Building block chemical means a molecule that is converted from6



biomass feedstock as a first product or a secondarily derived product7



that can be further refined into a higher-value chemical, material, or8



consumer product;9



(3) Director means the Director of Economic Development;10



(4) Eligible business means a business that has been certified by11



the director under section 48 of this act;12



(5) Food additive means a building block chemical that is not13



primarily consumed as food but which, when combined with other14



components, improves the taste, appearance, odor, texture, shelf life, or15



nutritional content of food. The director, in his or her discretion,16



shall determine whether or not a biobased chemical is primarily consumed17



as food;18



(6) Pre-eligibility production threshold means, with respect to each19



eligible business, the number of pounds of renewable chemicals produced,20



if any, by an eligible business during the calendar year prior to the21



calendar year in which the business first qualified as an eligible22



business pursuant to section 48 of this act; and23



(7)(a) Renewable chemical means a building block chemical with a24



significant biobased content that can be used for products including25



polymers, plastics, food additives, solvents, intermediate chemicals, or26



other formulated products with a significant nonfossil carbon content.27



(b) Renewable chemical includes:28



(i) Biobased chemicals that can be a food, feed, or fuel additive;29



and30



(ii) Supplements, vitamins, nutraceuticals, and pharmaceuticals.31
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(c) The director may include additional chemicals or materials in1



the definition of renewable chemical by rule and regulation after2



consulting with appropriate experts from the University of Nebraska,3



including, but not limited to, the Industrial Agricultural Products4



Center.5



(d) Renewable chemical does not include a chemical sold or used as6



fuel.7



Sec. 48.  (1) A business may apply to the director for certification8



as an eligible business. The program certification application shall be9



in the form and be made under the procedures specified by the director.10



(2) Within thirty days after receiving a program certification11



application under this section, the director shall certify the business12



as satisfying the conditions required of an eligible business, request13



additional information, or deny the program certification application. If14



the director requests additional information, the director shall certify15



the business or deny the program certification application within thirty16



days after receiving the additional information. If the director neither17



certifies the business nor denies the program certification application18



within thirty days after receiving the original program certification19



application or within thirty days after receiving the additional20



information requested, whichever is later, then the program certification21



application is deemed approved if the business meets the requirements in22



subsection (3) of this section. A business that applies for program23



certification and is denied may reapply.24



(3) To be certified as an eligible business under the Renewable25



Chemical Production Tax Credit Act, a business shall meet all of the26



following requirements:27



(a) The business produced at least one million pounds of renewable28



chemicals in this state during the calendar year for which tax credits29



are sought;30



(b) The business is physically located in this state;31
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(c) The business organized, expanded, or located in this state on or1



after the operative date of this section; and2



(d) The business is in compliance with all agreements entered into3



under the act and pursuant to any other tax credits or programs4



administered by the Department of Economic Development or the Department5



of Revenue.6



(4)(a) An eligible business shall enter into an agreement with the7



director for the successful completion of all requirements of the act.8



The agreement may certify the business to receive tax credits under the9



act for up to four years.10



(b) As part of the agreement, the eligible business shall agree to11



collect and provide any information reasonably required by the director12



or the Department of Revenue in order to allow the director and13



department to fulfill their reporting obligations under section 54 of14



this act.15



Sec. 49.  The director shall consider program certification16



applications under section 48 of this act in the order in which they are17



received. The director may accept program certification applications on a18



continuous basis or may establish, by rule and regulation, an annual19



program certification application deadline. The director may approve20



program certification applications for eligible businesses for a total of21



up to three million dollars in tax credits for calendar years 2022 and22



2023 and up to six million dollars per calendar year for calendar years23



2024 and beyond. Program certification applications approved after such24



annual limit has been reached shall be placed on a wait list in the order25



in which they are received.26



Sec. 50.  (1) An eligible business may apply to the Department of27



Revenue for tax credits under the Renewable Chemical Production Tax28



Credit Act.29



(2) To receive tax credits, the eligible business shall submit a tax30



credit application to the Department of Revenue on a form prescribed by31
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the department. The tax credit application shall be made during the1



calendar year following the calendar year in which the eligible business2



produced the renewable chemicals for which it seeks tax credits. The tax3



credit application shall include the following information:4



(a) The number of pounds of renewable chemicals produced in the5



state by the eligible business during the calendar year for which tax6



credits are sought; and7



(b) Any other information reasonably required by the department in8



order to establish and verify the amount of credits earned under the act.9



(3) An eligible business shall fulfill all the requirements of the10



act and its agreement with the director under section 48 of this act11



before receiving tax credits under the act or entering into a subsequent12



agreement. If an agreement is not successfully fulfilled, the director13



may decline to enter into a subsequent agreement and the Department of14



Revenue may decline to issue a tax credit.15



(4) If the department determines that a tax credit application is16



complete, that an eligible business qualifies for tax credits, and that17



the eligible business has fulfilled all requirements of its agreement18



with the director, the department shall approve the tax credit19



application within the limits set forth in sections 49 and 51 of this act20



and shall certify the amount of tax credits approved to the eligible21



business.22



Sec. 51.  (1) The tax credit under the Renewable Chemical Production23



Tax Credit Act shall be in an amount equal to the product of seven and24



one-half cents multiplied by the number of pounds of renewable chemicals25



produced in this state by the eligible business during each calendar year26



in excess of the eligible business’s pre-eligibility production27



threshold. The maximum amount of tax credits that may be issued to an28



eligible business under a single tax credit application shall not exceed29



one million five hundred thousand dollars per year.30



(2) The tax credit shall be a refundable credit that may be used31
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against any income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967. Any1



credit in excess of the eligible business' tax liability shall be2



refunded to the taxpayer.3



(3) An eligible business shall not receive a tax credit for4



renewable chemicals produced before the date the business first qualified5



as an eligible business.6



(4) The tax credit shall not be available for any renewable7



chemicals produced before the 2022 calendar year.8



(5) Any tax credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability9



company, a subchapter S corporation, or an estate or trust may be10



distributed to the partners, limited liability company members,11



shareholders, or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is12



distributed.13



(6) An eligible business shall claim the tax credit by attaching the14



tax credit certification received from the department under section 50 of15



this act to its tax return for the tax year in which the credit was16



approved.17



Sec. 52.  The failure by an eligible business in fulfilling any18



requirement of the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act or any of19



the terms and obligations of an agreement entered into pursuant to20



section 48 of this act may result in the reduction, termination, or21



rescission of the tax credits under the act and may subject the eligible22



business to the repayment or recapture of tax credits claimed.23



Sec. 53.  Except for the identity of a recipient of tax credits24



under the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act and the amount of25



such credits, any information or record in the possession of the26



Department of Economic Development or Department of Revenue with respect27



to the act shall be presumed by such departments to be a trade secret and28



shall be kept confidential by such departments unless otherwise ordered29



by a court.30



Sec. 54.  (1) On or before January 31, 2024, and on or before each31
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January 31 thereafter, the director and the Department of Revenue shall1



electronically submit a report on the Renewable Chemical Production Tax2



Credit Act to the Revenue Committee of the Legislature. At a minimum, the3



report shall include the following information regarding tax credits and4



the recipients of such credits:5



(a) The aggregate number of pounds, and a list of each type, of6



renewable chemicals produced in Nebraska by all recipients (i) during the7



calendar year prior to the calendar year for which each recipient first8



received tax credits and (ii) for each calendar year thereafter;9



(b) The aggregate sales of all renewable chemicals produced by all10



recipients in each calendar year for which there are at least five11



recipients;12



(c) The aggregate number of pounds, and a list of each type, of13



biomass feedstock used in the production of renewable chemicals in14



Nebraska by all recipients (i) during the calendar year prior to the15



calendar year for which each recipient first received tax credits and16



(ii) for each calendar year thereafter;17



(d) The number of employees located in Nebraska of all recipients18



(i) during the calendar year prior to the calendar year for which each19



recipient first received tax credits and (ii) for each calendar year20



thereafter;21



(e) The number and aggregate amount of tax credits issued for each22



calendar year;23



(f) The number of eligible businesses placed on the wait list for24



each calendar year and the total number of eligible businesses remaining25



on the wait list at the end of that calendar year;26



(g) The dollar amount of tax credit claims placed on the wait list27



for each calendar year and the total dollar amount of tax credit claims28



remaining on the wait list at the end of that calendar year;29



(h) For each eligible business which received tax credits during30



each calendar year: (i) The identity of the eligible business; (ii) the31
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amount of the tax credits; and (iii) the manner in which the eligible1



business first qualified as an eligible business, whether by organizing,2



expanding, or locating in the state; and3



(i) The total amount of all tax credits claimed during each calendar4



year, and the portion issued as refunds.5



(2) In order to protect the presumption of confidentiality provided6



for in section 53 of this act, the director and Department of Revenue7



shall report all information in an aggregate form to prevent, to the8



extent reasonably possible, information being attributable to any9



particular eligible business, except as provided in subdivision (1)(h) of10



this section.11



Sec. 55.  The Department of Economic Development and Department of12



Revenue may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations necessary to carry13



out the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.14



Sec. 56.  Sections 56 to 61 of this act shall be known and may be15



cited as the Customized Job Training Act.16



Sec. 57.  The Customized Job Training Act shall be administered by17



the Department of Economic Development to provide funds in the form of18



grants to employers for reimbursement of job training expenses as set19



forth in the act.20



Sec. 58.  The Customized Job Training Cash Fund is created. Funds in21



the Customized Job Training Cash Fund shall be used for (1) general22



administrative costs of awarding job training reimbursement grants under23



the Customized Job Training Act and (2) job training reimbursement24



grants. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested25



by the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital26



Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.27



Sec. 59.  (1) Employers applying for job training reimbursement28



grants under the Customized Job Training Act shall apply to the29



Department of Economic Development. The department shall provide job30



training reimbursement grants for job training programs for jobs that are31
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net new jobs or that result in a net increase in wages per employee. The1



job training reimbursement grants shall be in proportion to the committed2



number of net new jobs created or committed net increase in wages per3



employee. The amount of each grant and number of grants awarded shall be4



determined by the department based upon available funding.5



(2) The department shall create a job training reimbursement grant6



application, have authority to approve applications, and authorize the7



total amount of job training reimbursement grants expected to be awarded8



as a result of the training if the Director of Economic Development is9



satisfied that the plan in the application defines training that meets10



the eligibility requirements.11



(3) The department shall submit an annual report electronically to12



the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature that includes the total13



number of job training reimbursement grants awarded, the total dollar14



amount of job training reimbursement grants awarded and to whom, the15



total expenditures made in administering the Customized Job Training Act,16



the number of individuals trained, the average wage of net new jobs, and17



a summary of the training provided.18



Sec. 60.  (1) In order for an employer to apply for a job training19



reimbursement grant under the Customized Job Training Act:20



(a) The jobs being trained for must be net new jobs or result in a21



net increase in wages per employee; and22



(b) The jobs being trained for must meet or exceed the Nebraska23



average annual wage.24



(2) Training may be provided by:25



(a) The community college system or any accredited postsecondary26



educational institution;27



(b) A Nebraska secondary school, public or private;28



(c) A Nebraska educational service unit; or29



(d) Any qualified training provider if the training results in:30



(i) A national, state, or locally recognized certificate;31
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(ii) Preparation for a professional examination or licensure;1



(iii) Endorsement for an existing credential or license; or2



(iv) Development of recognized skill standards as defined by an3



industrial sector.4



Sec. 61.  An employer receiving a grant shall provide to the5



Department of Economic Development documentation:6



(1) Showing the completion of the eligible job training. The7



department may require reimbursement of any funds for training not8



meeting eligibility requirements; and9



(2) Showing that the employer has maintained or exceeded its current10



level of training expenditures in the fiscal year in which the grant was11



awarded.12



Sec. 62.  Sections 62 to 69 of this act shall be known and may be13



cited as the Community Economic Opportunities Act.14



Sec. 63.  The purpose of the Community Economic Opportunities Act is15



to provide capital for economic development projects in areas of the16



state that are underserved by Nebraska's employment and investment17



incentive programs.18



Sec. 64.  For purposes of the Community Economic Opportunities Act:19



(1) Board means the Community Economic Opportunities Board20



established in section 65 of this act;21



(2) Department means the Department of Economic Development;22



(3) Eligible community means a county in Nebraska with fewer than23



forty thousand residents as determined by the most recent federal24



decennial census; and25



(4) Eligible project means an economic development project proposed26



by a private business that:27



(a) By its terms is not eligible to receive incentives under the28



ImagiNE Nebraska Act;29



(b) Will provide employment, investment, or both, to an eligible30



community; and31
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(c) Is determined by the department to have a likelihood of1



resulting in a high rate of return on investment.2



Sec. 65.  (1) The Community Economic Opportunities Board is3



established. The board shall be comprised of two persons representing4



economic developers, two persons representing counties or municipalities,5



and one person representing business. Members shall be appointed by the6



Governor and approved by the Legislature with at least one member7



residing in each of Nebraska's congressional districts. Additionally, the8



Speaker of the Legislature, the chairperson of the Appropriations9



Committee of the Legislature, and the chairperson of the Revenue10



Committee of the Legislature shall serve as nonvoting members on the11



board. Appointed members shall serve two-year terms, except that the12



terms of one person representing economic developers and one person13



representing counties or municipalities appointed upon the creation of14



the board shall be for three years. The board shall select a chairperson15



from among its members. Members shall serve without compensation but16



shall be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses as provided17



in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177. Board meetings may be conducted by18



telephone or teleconference.19



(2) The board shall meet at the call of the chairperson to select20



projects for funding under the Community Economic Opportunities Act from21



recommendations by the department. The board may approve up to two22



million dollars of funding each year for eligible projects.23



Sec. 66.  The department shall develop procedures for applying for24



funding under the Community Economic Opportunities Act and shall develop25



guidelines and parameters for rating and selecting projects for26



submission to the board.27



Sec. 67.  The Community Economic Opportunities Fund is created. The28



fund shall be administered by the department to provide funding for29



eligible projects approved by the board under section 65 of this act. The30



fund shall consist of transfers and appropriations authorized by the31
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Legislature and any gifts, grants, bequests, or donations to the fund.1



Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the2



state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act3



and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.4



Sec. 68.  (1) On or before October 31, 2023, and each October 315



thereafter, the Director of Economic Development shall electronically6



submit to the Legislature a report on the Community Economic7



Opportunities Act for the previous fiscal year.8



(2) The report shall list projects that were approved for funding by9



the board and shall include the location of the project, the entity10



receiving funding, and a description of the project.11



Sec. 69.  It is the intent of the Legislature to appropriate two12



million dollars from the General Fund to the Community Economic13



Opportunities Fund for fiscal year 2022-23 and each fiscal year14



thereafter for purposes of carrying out the Community Economic15



Opportunities Act.16



Sec. 70. Section 18-2119, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,17



2018, is amended to read:18



18-2119 (1) An authority shall, by public notice by publication once19



each week for two consecutive weeks in a legal newspaper having a general20



circulation in the city, prior to the consideration of any redevelopment21



contract proposal relating to real estate owned or to be owned by the22



authority, invite proposals from, and make available all pertinent23



information to, private redevelopers or any persons interested in24



undertaking the redevelopment of an area, or any part thereof, which the25



governing body has declared to be in need of redevelopment. Such notice26



shall identify the area, and shall state that such further information as27



is available may be obtained at the office of the authority. The28



authority shall consider all redevelopment proposals and the financial29



and legal ability of the prospective redevelopers to carry out their30



proposals and may negotiate with any redevelopers for proposals for the31
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purchase or lease of any real property in the redevelopment project area.1



The authority may accept such redevelopment contract proposal as it deems2



to be in the public interest and in furtherance of the purposes of the3



Community Development Law if the authority has, not less than thirty days4



prior thereto, notified the governing body in writing of its intention to5



accept such redevelopment contract proposal. Thereafter, the authority6



may execute such redevelopment contract in accordance with the provisions7



of section 18-2118 and deliver deeds, leases, and other instruments and8



take all steps necessary to effectuate such redevelopment contract. In9



its discretion, the authority may, without regard to the foregoing10



provisions of this section, dispose of real property in a redevelopment11



project area to private redevelopers for redevelopment under such12



reasonable competitive bidding procedures as it shall prescribe, subject13



to the provisions of section 18-2118.14



(2) In the case of any real estate owned by a redeveloper, the15



authority may enter into a redevelopment contract providing for such16



undertakings as the authority shall determine appropriate. Any such17



redevelopment contract relating to real estate within an enhanced18



employment area shall include a statement of the redeveloper's consent19



with respect to the designation of the area as an enhanced employment20



area, shall be recorded with respect to the real estate owned by the21



redeveloper, and shall be binding upon all future owners of such real22



estate.23



(3)(a) Prior to entering into a redevelopment contract pursuant to24



this section for a redevelopment plan that includes the division of taxes25



as provided in section 18-2147, the authority shall require the26



redeveloper to certify the following to the authority:27



(i) Whether the redeveloper has filed or intends to file an28



application with the Department of Revenue to receive tax incentives29



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for a30



project located or to be located within the redevelopment project area;31
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(ii) Whether such application includes or will include, as one of1



the tax incentives, a refund of the city’s local option sales tax2



revenue; and3



(iii) Whether such application has been approved under the Nebraska4



Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.5



(b) The authority may consider the information provided under6



subdivision (3)(a) of this section in determining whether to enter into7



the redevelopment contract.8



(4) A redevelopment contract for a redevelopment plan or9



redevelopment project that includes the division of taxes as provided in10



section 18-2147 shall include a provision requiring that the redeveloper11



retain copies of all supporting documents that are associated with the12



redevelopment plan or redevelopment project and that are received or13



generated by the redeveloper for three years following the end of the14



last fiscal year in which ad valorem taxes are divided and provide such15



copies to the city as needed to comply with the city’s retention16



requirements under section 18-2117.04. For purposes of this subsection,17



supporting document includes any cost-benefit analysis conducted pursuant18



to section 18-2113 and any invoice, receipt, claim, or contract received19



or generated by the redeveloper that provides support for receipts or20



payments associated with the division of taxes.21



(5) A redevelopment contract for a redevelopment plan that includes22



the division of taxes as provided in section 18-2147 may include a23



provision requiring that all ad valorem taxes levied upon real property24



in a redevelopment project be paid before the taxes become delinquent in25



order for such redevelopment project to receive funds from such division26



of taxes.27



Sec. 71. Section 18-2710.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,28



2018, is amended to read:29



18-2710.03 (1) At the time that a qualifying business applies to a30



city to participate in an economic development program, the qualifying31
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business shall certify the following to the city:1



(a) Whether the qualifying business has filed or intends to file an2



application with the Department of Revenue to receive tax incentives3



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for the same4



project for which the qualifying business is seeking financial assistance5



under the Local Option Municipal Economic Development Act;6



(b) Whether such application includes or will include, as one of the7



tax incentives, a refund of the city's local option sales tax revenue;8



and9



(c) Whether such application has been approved under the Nebraska10



Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.11



(2) The city may consider the information provided under this12



section in determining whether to provide financial assistance to the13



qualifying business under the Local Option Municipal Economic Development14



Act.15



Sec. 72. Section 49-801.01, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,16



2018, is amended to read:17



49-801.01 Except as provided by Article VIII, section 1B, of the18



Constitution of Nebraska and in sections 77-1106, 77-1108, 77-1109,19



77-1117, 77-1119, 77-2701.01, 77-2714 to 77-27,123, 77-27,191, 77-2902,20



77-2906, 77-2908, 77-2909, 77-4103, 77-4104, 77-4108, 77-5509, 77-5515,21



77-5527 to 77-5529, 77-5539, 77-5717 to 77-5719, 77-5728, 77-5802,22



77-5803, 77-5806, 77-5903, 77-6302, and 77-6306 and sections 11, 16, 20,23



22, 23, 32, 35, and 43 of this act, any reference to the Internal Revenue24



Code refers to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as it exists on April25



12, 2018.26



Sec. 73. Section 50-1209, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is27



amended to read:28



50-1209 (1) Tax incentive performance audits shall be conducted by29



the office pursuant to this section on the following tax incentive30



programs:31
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(a) The Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act;1



(b) The ImagiNE Nebraska Act;2



(c) (b) The Nebraska Advantage Act;3



(d) (c) The Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act;4



(e) (d) The Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act;5



(f) (e) The Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act;6



(g) (f) The Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act;7



(h) (g) The New Markets Job Growth Investment Act; and8



(i) (h) Any other tax incentive program created by the Legislature9



for the purpose of recruitment or retention of businesses in Nebraska. In10



determining whether a future tax incentive program is enacted for the11



purpose of recruitment or retention of businesses, the office shall12



consider legislative intent, including legislative statements of purpose13



and goals, and may also consider whether the tax incentive program is14



promoted as a business incentive by the Department of Economic15



Development or other relevant state agency.16



(2) The office shall develop a schedule for conducting tax incentive17



performance audits and shall update the schedule annually. The schedule18



shall ensure that each tax incentive program is reviewed at least once19



every five years.20



(3) Each tax incentive performance audit conducted by the office21



pursuant to this section shall include the following:22



(a) An analysis of whether the tax incentive program is meeting the23



following goals:24



(i) Strengthening the state's economy overall by:25



(A) Attracting new business to the state;26



(B) Expanding existing businesses;27



(C) Increasing employment, particularly employment of full-time28



workers. The analysis shall consider whether the job growth in those29



businesses receiving tax incentives is at least ten percent above30



industry averages;31
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(D) Creating high-quality jobs; and1



(E) Increasing business investment;2



(ii) Revitalizing rural areas and other distressed areas of the3



state;4



(iii) Diversifying the state's economy and positioning Nebraska for5



the future by stimulating entrepreneurial firms, high-tech firms, and6



renewable energy firms; and7



(iv) Any other program-specific goals found in the statutes for the8



tax incentive program being evaluated;9



(b) An analysis of the economic and fiscal impacts of the tax10



incentive program. The analysis may take into account the following11



considerations in addition to other relevant factors:12



(i) The costs per full-time worker. When practical and applicable,13



such costs shall be considered in at least the following two ways:14



(A) By an estimation including the minimum investment required to15



qualify for benefits; and16



(B) By an estimation including all investment;17



(ii) The extent to which the tax incentive changes business18



behavior;19



(iii) The results of the tax incentive for the economy of Nebraska20



as a whole. This consideration includes both direct and indirect impacts21



generally and any effects on other Nebraska businesses; and22



(iv) A comparison to the results of other economic development23



strategies with similar goals, other policies, or other incentives;24



(c) An assessment of whether adequate protections are in place to25



ensure the fiscal impact of the tax incentive does not increase26



substantially beyond the state's expectations in future years;27



(d) An assessment of the fiscal impact of the tax incentive on the28



budgets of local governments, if applicable; and29



(e) Recommendations for any changes to statutes or rules and30



regulations that would allow the tax incentive program to be more easily31
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evaluated in the future, including changes to data collection, reporting,1



sharing of information, and clarification of goals.2



(4) For purposes of this section:3



(a) Distressed area means an area of substantial unemployment as4



determined by the Department of Labor pursuant to the Nebraska Workforce5



Innovation and Opportunity Act;6



(b) Full-time worker means an individual (i) who usually works7



thirty-five hours per week or more, (ii) whose employment is reported to8



the Department of Labor on two consecutive quarterly wage reports, and9



(iii) who earns wages equal to or exceeding the state minimum wage;10



(c) High-quality job means a job that:11



(i) Averages at least thirty-five hours of employment per week;12



(ii) Is reported to the Department of Labor on two consecutive13



quarterly wage reports; and14



(iii) Earns wages that are at least ten percent higher than the15



statewide industry sector average and that equal or exceed:16



(A) One hundred ten percent of the Nebraska average weekly wage if17



the job is in a county with a population of less than one hundred18



thousand inhabitants; or19



(B) One hundred twenty percent of the Nebraska average weekly wage20



if the job is in a county with a population of one hundred thousand21



inhabitants or more;22



(d) High-tech firm means a person or unitary group that has a23



location with any of the following four-digit code designations under the24



North American Industry Classification System as assigned by the25



Department of Labor: 2111, 3254, 3341, 3342, 3344, 3345, 3364, 5112,26



5173, 5179, 5182, 5191, 5413, 5415, or 5417;27



(e) Nebraska average weekly wage means the most recent average28



weekly wage paid by all employers in all counties in Nebraska as reported29



by the Department of Labor by October 1 of each year;30



(f) New business means a person or unitary group participating in a31
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tax incentive program that did not pay income taxes or wages in the state1



more than two years prior to submitting an application under the tax2



incentive program. For any tax incentive program without an application3



process, new business means a person or unitary group participating in4



the program that did not pay income taxes or wages in the state more than5



two years prior to the first day of the first tax year for which a tax6



benefit was earned;7



(g) Renewable energy firm means a person or unitary group that has a8



location with any of the following six-digit code designations under the9



North American Industry Classification System as assigned by the10



Department of Labor: 111110, 111120, 111130, 111140, 111150, 111160,11



111191, 111199, 111211, 111219, 111310, 111320, 111331, 111332, 111333,12



111334, 111335, 111336, 111339, 111411, 111419, 111930, 111991, 113310,13



221111, 221114, 221115, 221116, 221117, 221118, 221330, 237130, 237210,14



237990, 325193, 325199, 331512, 331513, 331523, 331524, 331529, 332111,15



332112, 333414, 333415, 333511, 333611, 333612, 333613, 334519, 485510,16



541330, 541360, 541370, 541620, 541690, 541713, 541714, 541715, 561730,17



or 562213;18



(h) Rural area means any village or city of the second class in this19



state or any county in this state with fewer than twenty-five thousand20



residents; and21



(i) Unitary group has the same meaning as in section 77-2734.04.22



Sec. 74. Section 66-1344, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is23



amended to read:24



66-1344 (1) Beginning June 1, 2000, during such period as funds25



remain in the Ethanol Production Incentive Cash Fund, any ethanol26



facility shall receive a credit of seven and one-half cents per gallon of27



ethanol, before denaturing, for new production for a period not to exceed28



thirty-six consecutive months. For purposes of this subsection, new29



production means production which results from the expansion of an30



existing facility's capacity by at least two million gallons first placed31
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into service after June 1, 1999, as certified by the facility's design1



engineer to the Department of Revenue. For expansion of an existing2



facility's capacity, new production means production in excess of the3



average of the highest three months of ethanol production at an ethanol4



facility during the twenty-four-month period immediately preceding5



certification of the facility by the design engineer. No credits shall be6



allowed under this subsection for expansion of an existing facility's7



capacity until production is in excess of twelve times the three-month8



average amount determined under this subsection during any twelve-9



consecutive-month period beginning no sooner than June 1, 2000. New10



production shall be approved by the Department of Revenue based on such11



ethanol production records as may be necessary to reasonably determine12



new production. This credit must be earned on or before December 31,13



2003.14



(2)(a) Beginning January 1, 2002, any new ethanol facility which is15



in production at the minimum rate of one hundred thousand gallons16



annually for the production of ethanol, before denaturing, and which has17



provided to the Department of Revenue written evidence substantiating18



that the ethanol facility has received the requisite authority from the19



Department of Environment and Energy and from the United States20



Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and21



Explosives, on or before June 30, 2004, shall receive a credit of22



eighteen cents per gallon of ethanol produced for ninety-six consecutive23



months beginning with the first calendar month for which it is eligible24



to receive such credit and ending not later than June 30, 2012, if the25



facility is defined by subdivision (b)(i) of this subsection, and for26



forty-eight consecutive months beginning with the first calendar month27



for which it is eligible to receive such credit and ending not later than28



June 30, 2008, if the facility is defined by subdivision (b)(ii) of this29



subsection. The new ethanol facility shall provide an analysis to the30



Department of Revenue of samples of the product collected according to31
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procedures specified by the department no later than July 30, 2004, and1



at least annually thereafter. The analysis shall be prepared by an2



independent laboratory meeting the International Organization for3



Standardization standard ISO/IEC 17025:1999. Prior to collecting the4



samples, the new ethanol facility shall notify the department which may5



observe the sampling procedures utilized by the new ethanol facility to6



obtain the samples to be submitted for independent analysis. The minimum7



rate shall be established for a period of at least thirty days. In this8



regard, the new ethanol facility must produce at least eight thousand two9



hundred nineteen gallons of ethanol within a thirty-day period. The10



ethanol must be finished product which is ready for sale to customers.11



(b) For purposes of this subsection, new ethanol facility means a12



facility for the conversion of grain or other raw feedstock into ethanol13



and other byproducts of ethanol production which (i) is not in production14



on or before September 1, 2001, or (ii) has not received credits prior to15



June 1, 1999. A new ethanol facility does not mean an expansion of an16



existing ethanol plant that does not result in the physical construction17



of an entire ethanol processing facility or which shares or uses in a18



significant manner any existing plant's systems or processes and does not19



include the expansion of production capacity constructed after June 30,20



2004, of a plant qualifying for credits under this subsection. This21



definition applies to contracts entered into after April 16, 2004.22



(c) Not more than fifteen million six hundred twenty-five thousand23



gallons of ethanol produced annually at an ethanol facility shall be24



eligible for credits under this subsection. Not more than one hundred25



twenty-five million gallons of ethanol produced at an ethanol facility by26



the end of the ninety-six-consecutive-month period or forty-eight-27



consecutive-month period set forth in this subsection shall be eligible28



for credits under this subsection.29



(3) The credits described in this section shall be given only for30



ethanol produced at a plant in Nebraska at which all fermentation,31
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distillation, and dehydration takes place. No credit shall be given on1



ethanol produced for or sold for use in the production of beverage2



alcohol. Not more than ten million gallons of ethanol produced during any3



twelve-consecutive-month period at an ethanol facility shall be eligible4



for the credit described in subsection (1) of this section. The credits5



described in this section shall be in the form of a nonrefundable,6



transferable motor vehicle fuel tax credit certificate. No transfer of7



credits will be allowed between the ethanol producer and motor vehicle8



fuel licensees who are related parties.9



(4) Ethanol production eligible for credits under this section shall10



be measured by a device approved by the Division of Weights and Measures11



of the Department of Agriculture. Confirmation of approval by the12



division shall be provided by the ethanol facility at the time the13



initial claim for credits provided under this section is submitted to the14



Department of Revenue and annually thereafter. Claims submitted by the15



ethanol producer shall be based on the total number of gallons of ethanol16



produced, before denaturing, during the reporting period measured in17



gross gallons.18



(5) The Department of Revenue shall prescribe an application form19



and procedures for claiming credits under this section. In order for a20



claim for credits to be accepted, it must be filed by the ethanol21



producer within three years of the date the ethanol was produced or by22



September 30, 2012, whichever occurs first.23



(6) Every producer of ethanol shall maintain records similar to24



those required by section 66-487. The ethanol producer must maintain25



invoices, meter readings, load-out sheets or documents, inventory26



records, including work-in-progress, finished goods, and denaturant, and27



other memoranda requested by the Department of Revenue relevant to the28



production of ethanol. On an annual basis, the ethanol producer shall29



also be required to furnish the department with copies of the reports30



filed with the United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol,31
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Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The maintenance of all of this1



information in a provable computer format or on microfilm is acceptable2



in lieu of retention of the original documents. The records must be3



retained for a period of not less than three years after the claim for4



ethanol credits is filed.5



(7) For purposes of ascertaining the correctness of any application6



for claiming a credit provided in this section, the Tax Commissioner (a)7



may examine or cause to have examined, by any agent or representative8



designated by him or her for that purpose, any books, papers, records, or9



memoranda bearing upon such matters, (b) may by summons require the10



attendance of the person responsible for rendering the application or11



other document or any officer or employee of such person or the12



attendance of any other person having knowledge in the premises, and (c)13



may take testimony and require proof material for his or her information,14



with power to administer oaths or affirmations to such person or persons.15



The time and place of examination pursuant to this subsection shall be16



such time and place as may be fixed by the Tax Commissioner and as are17



reasonable under the circumstances. In the case of a summons, the date18



fixed for appearance before the Tax Commissioner shall not be less than19



twenty days from the time of service of the summons. No taxpayer shall be20



subjected to unreasonable or unnecessary examinations or investigations.21



All records obtained pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to the22



confidentiality requirements and exceptions thereto as provided in23



section 77-27,119.24



(8) To qualify for credits under this section, an ethanol producer25



shall provide public notice for bids before entering into any contract26



for the construction of a new ethanol facility. Preference shall be given27



to a bidder residing in Nebraska when awarding any contract for28



construction of a new ethanol facility if comparable bids are submitted.29



For purposes of this subsection, bidder residing in Nebraska means any30



person, partnership, foreign or domestic limited liability company,31
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association, or corporation authorized to engage in business in the state1



with employees permanently located in Nebraska. If an ethanol producer2



enters into a contract for the construction of a new ethanol facility3



with a bidder who is not a bidder residing in Nebraska, such producer4



shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Department of Revenue in its5



application for credits that no comparable bid was submitted by a6



responsible bidder residing in Nebraska. The department shall deny an7



application for credits if it is determined that the contract was denied8



to a responsible bidder residing in Nebraska without cause.9



(9) The pertinent provisions of Chapter 66, article 7, relating to10



the administration and imposition of motor fuel taxes shall apply to the11



administration and imposition of assessments made by the Department of12



Revenue relating to excess credits claimed by ethanol producers under the13



Ethanol Development Act. These provisions include, but are not limited14



to, issuance of a deficiency following an examination of records, an15



assessment becoming final after sixty days absent a written protest,16



presumptions regarding the burden of proof, issuance of deficiency within17



three years of original filing, issuance of notice by registered or18



certified mail, issuance of penalties and waiver thereof, issuance of19



interest and waiver thereof, and issuance of corporate officer or20



employee or limited liability company manager or member assessments. For21



purposes of determining interest and penalties, the due date will be22



considered to be the date on which the credits were used by the licensees23



to whom the credits were transferred.24



(10) If a written protest is filed by the ethanol producer with the25



department within the sixty-day period in subsection (9) of this section,26



the protest shall: (a) Identify the ethanol producer; (b) identify the27



proposed assessment which is being protested; (c) set forth each ground28



under which a redetermination of the department's position is requested29



together with facts sufficient to acquaint the department with the exact30



basis thereof; (d) demand the relief to which the ethanol producer31
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considers itself entitled; and (e) request that an evidentiary hearing be1



held to determine any issues raised by the protest if the ethanol2



producer desires such a hearing.3



(11) For applications received after April 16, 2004, an ethanol4



facility receiving benefits under the Ethanol Development Act shall not5



be eligible for benefits under the Employment and Investment Growth Act,6



the Invest Nebraska Act, or the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the ImagiNE7



Nebraska Act.8



Sec. 75. Section 77-202, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is9



amended to read:10



77-202 (1) The following property shall be exempt from property11



taxes:12



(a) Property of the state and its governmental subdivisions to the13



extent used or being developed for use by the state or governmental14



subdivision for a public purpose. For purposes of this subdivision:15



(i) Property of the state and its governmental subdivisions means16



(A) property held in fee title by the state or a governmental subdivision17



or (B) property beneficially owned by the state or a governmental18



subdivision in that it is used for a public purpose and is being acquired19



under a lease-purchase agreement, financing lease, or other instrument20



which provides for transfer of legal title to the property to the state21



or a governmental subdivision upon payment of all amounts due thereunder.22



If the property to be beneficially owned by a governmental subdivision23



has a total acquisition cost that exceeds the threshold amount or will be24



used as the site of a public building with a total estimated construction25



cost that exceeds the threshold amount, then such property shall qualify26



for an exemption under this section only if the question of acquiring27



such property or constructing such public building has been submitted at28



a primary, general, or special election held within the governmental29



subdivision and has been approved by the voters of the governmental30



subdivision. For purposes of this subdivision, threshold amount means the31
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greater of fifty thousand dollars or six-tenths of one percent of the1



total actual value of real and personal property of the governmental2



subdivision that will beneficially own the property as of the end of the3



governmental subdivision's prior fiscal year; and4



(ii) Public purpose means use of the property (A) to provide public5



services with or without cost to the recipient, including the general6



operation of government, public education, public safety, transportation,7



public works, civil and criminal justice, public health and welfare,8



developments by a public housing authority, parks, culture, recreation,9



community development, and cemetery purposes, or (B) to carry out the10



duties and responsibilities conferred by law with or without11



consideration. Public purpose does not include leasing of property to a12



private party unless the lease of the property is at fair market value13



for a public purpose. Leases of property by a public housing authority to14



low-income individuals as a place of residence are for the authority's15



public purpose;16



(b) Unleased property of the state or its governmental subdivisions17



which is not being used or developed for use for a public purpose but18



upon which a payment in lieu of taxes is paid for public safety, rescue,19



and emergency services and road or street construction or maintenance20



services to all governmental units providing such services to the21



property. Except as provided in Article VIII, section 11, of the22



Constitution of Nebraska, the payment in lieu of taxes shall be based on23



the proportionate share of the cost of providing public safety, rescue,24



or emergency services and road or street construction or maintenance25



services unless a general policy is adopted by the governing body of the26



governmental subdivision providing such services which provides for a27



different method of determining the amount of the payment in lieu of28



taxes. The governing body may adopt a general policy by ordinance or29



resolution for determining the amount of payment in lieu of taxes by30



majority vote after a hearing on the ordinance or resolution. Such31
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ordinance or resolution shall nevertheless result in an equitable1



contribution for the cost of providing such services to the exempt2



property;3



(c) Property owned by and used exclusively for agricultural and4



horticultural societies;5



(d) Property owned by educational, religious, charitable, or6



cemetery organizations, or any organization for the exclusive benefit of7



any such educational, religious, charitable, or cemetery organization,8



and used exclusively for educational, religious, charitable, or cemetery9



purposes, when such property is not (i) owned or used for financial gain10



or profit to either the owner or user, (ii) used for the sale of11



alcoholic liquors for more than twenty hours per week, or (iii) owned or12



used by an organization which discriminates in membership or employment13



based on race, color, or national origin. For purposes of this14



subdivision, educational organization means (A) an institution operated15



exclusively for the purpose of offering regular courses with systematic16



instruction in academic, vocational, or technical subjects or assisting17



students through services relating to the origination, processing, or18



guarantying of federally reinsured student loans for higher education or19



(B) a museum or historical society operated exclusively for the benefit20



and education of the public. For purposes of this subdivision, charitable21



organization includes an organization operated exclusively for the22



purpose of the mental, social, or physical benefit of the public or an23



indefinite number of persons and a fraternal benefit society organized24



and licensed under sections 44-1072 to 44-10,109; and25



(e) Household goods and personal effects not owned or used for26



financial gain or profit to either the owner or user.27



(2) The increased value of land by reason of shade and ornamental28



trees planted along the highway shall not be taken into account in the29



valuation of land.30



(3) Tangible personal property which is not depreciable tangible31
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personal property as defined in section 77-119 shall be exempt from1



property tax.2



(4) Motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers required to be3



registered for operation on the highways of this state shall be exempt4



from payment of property taxes.5



(5) Business and agricultural inventory shall be exempt from the6



personal property tax. For purposes of this subsection, business7



inventory includes personal property owned for purposes of leasing or8



renting such property to others for financial gain only if the personal9



property is of a type which in the ordinary course of business is leased10



or rented thirty days or less and may be returned at the option of the11



lessee or renter at any time and the personal property is of a type which12



would be considered household goods or personal effects if owned by an13



individual. All other personal property owned for purposes of leasing or14



renting such property to others for financial gain shall not be15



considered business inventory.16



(6) Any personal property exempt pursuant to subsection (2) of17



section 77-4105 or section 77-5209.02 shall be exempt from the personal18



property tax.19



(7) Livestock shall be exempt from the personal property tax.20



(8) Any personal property exempt pursuant to the Nebraska Advantage21



Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be exempt from the personal22



property tax.23



(9) Any depreciable tangible personal property used directly in the24



generation of electricity using wind as the fuel source shall be exempt25



from the property tax levied on depreciable tangible personal property.26



Any depreciable tangible personal property used directly in the27



generation of electricity using solar, biomass, or landfill gas as the28



fuel source shall be exempt from the property tax levied on depreciable29



tangible personal property if such depreciable tangible personal property30



was installed on or after January 1, 2016, and has a nameplate capacity31
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of one hundred kilowatts or more. Depreciable tangible personal property1



used directly in the generation of electricity using wind, solar,2



biomass, or landfill gas as the fuel source includes, but is not limited3



to, wind turbines, rotors and blades, towers, solar panels, trackers,4



generating equipment, transmission components, substations, supporting5



structures or racks, inverters, and other system components such as6



wiring, control systems, switchgears, and generator step-up transformers.7



(10) Any tangible personal property that is acquired by a person8



operating a data center located in this state, that is assembled,9



engineered, processed, fabricated, manufactured into, attached to, or10



incorporated into other tangible personal property, both in component11



form or that of an assembled product, for the purpose of subsequent use12



at a physical location outside this state by the person operating a data13



center shall be exempt from the personal property tax. Such exemption14



extends to keeping, retaining, or exercising any right or power over15



tangible personal property in this state for the purpose of subsequently16



transporting it outside this state for use thereafter outside this state.17



For purposes of this subsection, data center means computers, supporting18



equipment, and other organized assembly of hardware or software that are19



designed to centralize the storage, management, or dissemination of data20



and information, environmentally controlled structures or facilities or21



interrelated structures or facilities that provide the infrastructure for22



housing the equipment, such as raised flooring, electricity supply,23



communication and data lines, Internet access, cooling, security, and24



fire suppression, and any building housing the foregoing.25



(11) For each person who owns property required to be reported to26



the county assessor under section 77-1201, there shall be allowed an27



exemption amount as provided in the Personal Property Tax Relief Act. For28



each person who owns property required to be valued by the state as29



provided in section 77-601, 77-682, 77-801, or 77-1248, there shall be30



allowed a compensating exemption factor as provided in the Personal31
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Property Tax Relief Act.1



Sec. 76. Section 77-1229, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is2



amended to read:3



77-1229 (1) Every person required by section 77-1201 to list and4



value taxable tangible personal property shall list such property upon5



the forms prescribed by the Tax Commissioner. The forms shall be6



available from the county assessor and when completed shall be signed by7



each person or his or her agent and be filed with the county assessor.8



The forms shall be filed on or before May 1 of each year.9



(2) Any person seeking a personal property exemption pursuant to10



subsection (2) of section 77-4105, or the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the11



ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall annually file a copy of the forms required12



pursuant to section 77-4105 or the act with the county assessor in each13



county in which the person is requesting exemption. The copy shall be14



filed on or before May 1. Failure to timely file the required forms shall15



cause the forfeiture of the exemption for the tax year. If a taxpayer16



pursuant to this subsection also has taxable tangible personal property,17



such property shall be listed and valued as required under subsection (1)18



of this section.19



Sec. 77. Section 77-2711, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is20



amended to read:21



77-2711 (1)(a) The Tax Commissioner shall enforce sections22



77-2701.04 to 77-2713 and may prescribe, adopt, and enforce rules and23



regulations relating to the administration and enforcement of such24



sections.25



(b) The Tax Commissioner may prescribe the extent to which any26



ruling or regulation shall be applied without retroactive effect.27



(2) The Tax Commissioner may employ accountants, auditors,28



investigators, assistants, and clerks necessary for the efficient29



administration of the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and may delegate30



authority to his or her representatives to conduct hearings, prescribe31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-76-











regulations, or perform any other duties imposed by such act.1



(3)(a) Every seller, every retailer, and every person storing,2



using, or otherwise consuming in this state property purchased from a3



retailer shall keep such records, receipts, invoices, and other pertinent4



papers in such form as the Tax Commissioner may reasonably require.5



(b) Every such seller, retailer, or person shall keep such records6



for not less than three years from the making of such records unless the7



Tax Commissioner in writing sooner authorized their destruction.8



(4) The Tax Commissioner or any person authorized in writing by him9



or her may examine the books, papers, records, and equipment of any10



person selling property and any person liable for the use tax and may11



investigate the character of the business of the person in order to12



verify the accuracy of any return made or, if no return is made by the13



person, to ascertain and determine the amount required to be paid. In the14



examination of any person selling property or of any person liable for15



the use tax, an inquiry shall be made as to the accuracy of the reporting16



of city and county sales and use taxes for which the person is liable17



under the Local Option Revenue Act or sections 13-319, 13-324, 13-2813,18



and 77-6403 and the accuracy of the allocation made between the various19



counties, cities, villages, and municipal counties of the tax due. The20



Tax Commissioner may make or cause to be made copies of resale or21



exemption certificates and may pay a reasonable amount to the person22



having custody of the records for providing such copies.23



(5) The taxpayer shall have the right to keep or store his or her24



records at a point outside this state and shall make his or her records25



available to the Tax Commissioner at all times.26



(6) In administration of the use tax, the Tax Commissioner may27



require the filing of reports by any person or class of persons having in28



his, her, or their possession or custody information relating to sales of29



property, the storage, use, or other consumption of which is subject to30



the tax. The report shall be filed when the Tax Commissioner requires and31
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shall set forth the names and addresses of purchasers of the property,1



the sales price of the property, the date of sale, and such other2



information as the Tax Commissioner may require.3



(7) It shall be a Class I misdemeanor for the Tax Commissioner or4



any official or employee of the Tax Commissioner, the State Treasurer, or5



the Department of Administrative Services to make known in any manner6



whatever the business affairs, operations, or information obtained by an7



investigation of records and activities of any retailer or any other8



person visited or examined in the discharge of official duty or the9



amount or source of income, profits, losses, expenditures, or any10



particular thereof, set forth or disclosed in any return, or to permit11



any return or copy thereof, or any book containing any abstract or12



particulars thereof to be seen or examined by any person not connected13



with the Tax Commissioner. Nothing in this section shall be construed to14



prohibit (a) the delivery to a taxpayer, his or her duly authorized15



representative, or his or her successors, receivers, trustees, executors,16



administrators, assignees, or guarantors, if directly interested, of a17



certified copy of any return or report in connection with his or her tax,18



(b) the publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the19



identification of particular reports or returns and the items thereof,20



(c) the inspection by the Attorney General, other legal representative of21



the state, or county attorney of the reports or returns of any taxpayer22



when either (i) information on the reports or returns is considered by23



the Attorney General to be relevant to any action or proceeding24



instituted by the taxpayer or against whom an action or proceeding is25



being considered or has been commenced by any state agency or the county26



or (ii) the taxpayer has instituted an action to review the tax based27



thereon or an action or proceeding against the taxpayer for collection of28



tax or failure to comply with the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 is being29



considered or has been commenced, (d) the furnishing of any information30



to the United States Government or to states allowing similar privileges31
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to the Tax Commissioner, (e) the disclosure of information and records to1



a collection agency contracting with the Tax Commissioner pursuant to2



sections 77-377.01 to 77-377.04, (f) the disclosure to another party to a3



transaction of information and records concerning the transaction between4



the taxpayer and the other party, (g) the disclosure of information5



pursuant to section 77-27,195 or 77-5731 or section 38 or 40 of this act,6



or (h) the disclosure of information to the Department of Labor necessary7



for the administration of the Employment Security Law, the Contractor8



Registration Act, or the Employee Classification Act.9



(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this10



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Postal Inspector of the11



United States Postal Service or his or her delegates to inspect the12



reports or returns of any person filed pursuant to the Nebraska Revenue13



Act of 1967 when information on the reports or returns is relevant to any14



action or proceeding instituted or being considered by the United States15



Postal Service against such person for the fraudulent use of the mails to16



carry and deliver false and fraudulent tax returns to the Tax17



Commissioner with the intent to defraud the State of Nebraska or to evade18



the payment of Nebraska state taxes.19



(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this20



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit other tax officials of this21



state to inspect the tax returns, reports, and applications filed under22



sections 77-2701.04 to 77-2713, but such inspection shall be permitted23



only for purposes of enforcing a tax law and only to the extent and under24



the conditions prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax25



Commissioner.26



(10) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this27



section, the Tax Commissioner may, upon request, provide the county board28



of any county which has exercised the authority granted by section29



81-3716 with a list of the names and addresses of the hotels located30



within the county for which lodging sales tax returns have been filed or31
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for which lodging sales taxes have been remitted for the county's County1



Visitors Promotion Fund under the Nebraska Visitors Development Act.2



The information provided by the Tax Commissioner shall indicate only3



the names and addresses of the hotels located within the requesting4



county for which lodging sales tax returns have been filed for a5



specified period and the fact that lodging sales taxes remitted by or on6



behalf of the hotel have constituted a portion of the total sum remitted7



by the state to the county for a specified period under the provisions of8



the Nebraska Visitors Development Act. No additional information shall be9



revealed.10



(11)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this11



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request by the Auditor12



of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative Audit, make tax returns13



and tax return information open to inspection by or disclosure to the14



Auditor of Public Accounts or employees of the office of Legislative15



Audit for the purpose of and to the extent necessary in making an audit16



of the Department of Revenue pursuant to section 50-1205 or 84-304.17



Confidential tax returns and tax return information shall be audited only18



upon the premises of the Department of Revenue. All audit workpapers19



pertaining to the audit of the Department of Revenue shall be stored in a20



secure place in the Department of Revenue.21



(b) No employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or the office of22



Legislative Audit shall disclose to any person, other than another23



Auditor of Public Accounts or office employee whose official duties24



require such disclosure, any return or return information described in25



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 in a form which can be associated with26



or otherwise identify, directly or indirectly, a particular taxpayer.27



(c) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall28



be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor. For purposes of this subsection,29



employee includes a former Auditor of Public Accounts or office of30



Legislative Audit employee.31
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(12) For purposes of this subsection and subsections (11) and (14)1



of this section:2



(a) Disclosure means the making known to any person in any manner a3



tax return or return information;4



(b) Return information means:5



(i) A taxpayer's identification number and (A) the nature, source,6



or amount of his or her income, payments, receipts, deductions,7



exemptions, credits, assets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax8



withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments, whether the9



taxpayer's return was, is being, or will be examined or subject to other10



investigation or processing or (B) any other data received by, recorded11



by, prepared by, furnished to, or collected by the Tax Commissioner with12



respect to a return or the determination of the existence or possible13



existence of liability or the amount of liability of any person for any14



tax, penalty, interest, fine, forfeiture, or other imposition or offense;15



and16



(ii) Any part of any written determination or any background file17



document relating to such written determination; and18



(c) Tax return or return means any tax or information return or19



claim for refund required by, provided for, or permitted under sections20



77-2701 to 77-2713 which is filed with the Tax Commissioner by, on behalf21



of, or with respect to any person and any amendment or supplement22



thereto, including supporting schedules, attachments, or lists which are23



supplemental to or part of the filed return.24



(13) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this25



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon request, provide any26



municipality which has adopted the local option sales tax under the Local27



Option Revenue Act with a list of the names and addresses of the28



retailers which have collected the local option sales tax for the29



municipality. The request may be made annually and shall be submitted to30



the Tax Commissioner on or before June 30 of each year. The information31
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provided by the Tax Commissioner shall indicate only the names and1



addresses of the retailers. The Tax Commissioner may provide additional2



information to a municipality so long as the information does not include3



any data detailing the specific revenue, expenses, or operations of any4



particular business.5



(14)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this6



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request, provide an7



individual certified under subdivision (b) of this subsection8



representing a municipality which has adopted the local option sales and9



use tax under the Local Option Revenue Act with confidential sales and10



use tax returns and sales and use tax return information regarding11



taxpayers that possess a sales tax permit and the amounts remitted by12



such permitholders at locations within the boundaries of the requesting13



municipality or with confidential business use tax returns and business14



use tax return information regarding taxpayers that file a Nebraska and15



Local Business Use Tax Return and the amounts remitted by such taxpayers16



at locations within the boundaries of the requesting municipality. Any17



written request pursuant to this subsection shall provide the Department18



of Revenue with no less than ten business days to prepare the sales and19



use tax returns and sales and use tax return information requested. Such20



returns and return information shall be viewed only upon the premises of21



the department.22



(b) Each municipality that seeks to request information under23



subdivision (a) of this subsection shall certify to the Department of24



Revenue one individual who is authorized by such municipality to make25



such request and review the documents described in subdivision (a) of26



this subsection. The individual may be a municipal employee or an27



individual who contracts with the requesting municipality to provide28



financial, accounting, or other administrative services.29



(c) No individual certified by a municipality pursuant to30



subdivision (b) of this subsection shall disclose to any person any31
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information obtained pursuant to a review under this subsection. An1



individual certified by a municipality pursuant to subdivision (b) of2



this subsection shall remain subject to this subsection after he or she3



(i) is no longer certified or (ii) is no longer in the employment of or4



under contract with the certifying municipality.5



(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall6



be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor.7



(e) The Department of Revenue shall not be held liable by any person8



for an impermissible disclosure by a municipality or any agent or9



employee thereof of any information obtained pursuant to a review under10



this subsection.11



(15) In all proceedings under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the12



Tax Commissioner may act for and on behalf of the people of the State of13



Nebraska. The Tax Commissioner in his or her discretion may waive all or14



part of any penalties provided by the provisions of such act or interest15



on delinquent taxes specified in section 45-104.02, as such rate may from16



time to time be adjusted.17



(16)(a) The purpose of this subsection is to set forth the state's18



policy for the protection of the confidentiality rights of all19



participants in the system operated pursuant to the streamlined sales and20



use tax agreement and of the privacy interests of consumers who deal with21



model 1 sellers.22



(b) For purposes of this subsection:23



(i) Anonymous data means information that does not identify a24



person;25



(ii) Confidential taxpayer information means all information that is26



protected under a member state's laws, regulations, and privileges; and27



(iii) Personally identifiable information means information that28



identifies a person.29



(c) The state agrees that a fundamental precept for model 1 sellers30



is to preserve the privacy of consumers by protecting their anonymity.31
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With very limited exceptions, a certified service provider shall perform1



its tax calculation, remittance, and reporting functions without2



retaining the personally identifiable information of consumers.3



(d) The governing board of the member states in the streamlined4



sales and use tax agreement may certify a certified service provider only5



if that certified service provider certifies that:6



(i) Its system has been designed and tested to ensure that the7



fundamental precept of anonymity is respected;8



(ii) Personally identifiable information is only used and retained9



to the extent necessary for the administration of model 1 with respect to10



exempt purchasers;11



(iii) It provides consumers clear and conspicuous notice of its12



information practices, including what information it collects, how it13



collects the information, how it uses the information, how long, if at14



all, it retains the information, and whether it discloses the information15



to member states. Such notice shall be satisfied by a written privacy16



policy statement accessible by the public on the web site of the17



certified service provider;18



(iv) Its collection, use, and retention of personally identifiable19



information is limited to that required by the member states to ensure20



the validity of exemptions from taxation that are claimed by reason of a21



consumer's status or the intended use of the goods or services purchased;22



and23



(v) It provides adequate technical, physical, and administrative24



safeguards so as to protect personally identifiable information from25



unauthorized access and disclosure.26



(e) The state shall provide public notification to consumers,27



including exempt purchasers, of the state's practices relating to the28



collection, use, and retention of personally identifiable information.29



(f) When any personally identifiable information that has been30



collected and retained is no longer required for the purposes set forth31
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in subdivision (16)(d)(iv) of this section, such information shall no1



longer be retained by the member states.2



(g) When personally identifiable information regarding an individual3



is retained by or on behalf of the state, it shall provide reasonable4



access by such individual to his or her own information in the state's5



possession and a right to correct any inaccurately recorded information.6



(h) If anyone other than a member state, or a person authorized by7



that state's law or the agreement, seeks to discover personally8



identifiable information, the state from whom the information is sought9



should make a reasonable and timely effort to notify the individual of10



such request.11



(i) This privacy policy is subject to enforcement by the Attorney12



General.13



(j) All other laws and regulations regarding the collection, use,14



and maintenance of confidential taxpayer information remain fully15



applicable and binding. Without limitation, this subsection does not16



enlarge or limit the state's authority to:17



(i) Conduct audits or other reviews as provided under the agreement18



and state law;19



(ii) Provide records pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information20



Act, disclosure laws with governmental agencies, or other regulations;21



(iii) Prevent, consistent with state law, disclosure of confidential22



taxpayer information;23



(iv) Prevent, consistent with federal law, disclosure or misuse of24



federal return information obtained under a disclosure agreement with the25



Internal Revenue Service; and26



(v) Collect, disclose, disseminate, or otherwise use anonymous data27



for governmental purposes.28



Sec. 78. Section 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is29



amended to read:30



77-2715.07 (1) There shall be allowed to qualified resident31
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individuals as a nonrefundable credit against the income tax imposed by1



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:2



(a) A credit equal to the federal credit allowed under section 22 of3



the Internal Revenue Code; and4



(b) A credit for taxes paid to another state as provided in section5



77-2730.6



(2) There shall be allowed to qualified resident individuals against7



the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:8



(a) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross incomes of9



greater than twenty-nine thousand dollars, a nonrefundable credit equal10



to twenty-five percent of the federal credit allowed under section 21 of11



the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, except that for taxable12



years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1, 2015, such13



nonrefundable credit shall be allowed only if the individual would have14



received the federal credit allowed under section 21 of the code after15



adding back in any carryforward of a net operating loss that was deducted16



pursuant to such section in determining eligibility for the federal17



credit;18



(b) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross income of19



twenty-nine thousand dollars or less, a refundable credit equal to a20



percentage of the federal credit allowable under section 21 of the21



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, whether or not the federal22



credit was limited by the federal tax liability. The percentage of the23



federal credit shall be one hundred percent for incomes not greater than24



twenty-two thousand dollars, and the percentage shall be reduced by ten25



percent for each one thousand dollars, or fraction thereof, by which the26



reported federal adjusted gross income exceeds twenty-two thousand27



dollars, except that for taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or28



after January 1, 2015, such refundable credit shall be allowed only if29



the individual would have received the federal credit allowed under30



section 21 of the code after adding back in any carryforward of a net31
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operating loss that was deducted pursuant to such section in determining1



eligibility for the federal credit;2



(c) A refundable credit as provided in section 77-5209.01 for3



individuals who qualify for an income tax credit as a qualified beginning4



farmer or livestock producer under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act5



for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1,6



2006, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended;7



(d) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an income8



tax credit under the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska9



Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research10



and Development Act, or the Volunteer Emergency Responders Incentive Act;11



and12



(e) A refundable credit equal to ten percent of the federal credit13



allowed under section 32 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as14



amended, except that for taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or15



after January 1, 2015, such refundable credit shall be allowed only if16



the individual would have received the federal credit allowed under17



section 32 of the code after adding back in any carryforward of a net18



operating loss that was deducted pursuant to such section in determining19



eligibility for the federal credit.20



(3) There shall be allowed to all individuals as a nonrefundable21



credit against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of22



1967:23



(a) A credit for personal exemptions allowed under section24



77-2716.01;25



(b) A credit for contributions to certified community betterment26



programs as provided in the Community Development Assistance Act. Each27



partner, each shareholder of an electing subchapter S corporation, each28



beneficiary of an estate or trust, or each member of a limited liability29



company shall report his or her share of the credit in the same manner30



and proportion as he or she reports the partnership, subchapter S31
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corporation, estate, trust, or limited liability company income;1



(c) A credit for investment in a biodiesel facility as provided in2



section 77-27,236;3



(d) A credit as provided in the New Markets Job Growth Investment4



Act;5



(e) A credit as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet6



Revitalization Act;7



(f) A credit to employers as provided in section 77-27,238; and8



(g) A credit as provided in the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act.9



(4) There shall be allowed as a credit against the income tax10



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:11



(a) A credit to all resident estates and trusts for taxes paid to12



another state as provided in section 77-2730;13



(b) A credit to all estates and trusts for contributions to14



certified community betterment programs as provided in the Community15



Development Assistance Act; and16



(c) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an income17



tax credit as an owner of agricultural assets under the Beginning Farmer18



Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or19



after January 1, 2009, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as20



amended. The credit allowed for each partner, shareholder, member, or21



beneficiary of a partnership, corporation, limited liability company, or22



estate or trust qualifying for an income tax credit as an owner of23



agricultural assets under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act shall be24



equal to the partner's, shareholder's, member's, or beneficiary's portion25



of the amount of tax credit distributed pursuant to subsection (6) of26



section 77-5211.27



(5)(a) For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2007,28



and before January 1, 2009, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as29



amended, there shall be allowed to each partner, shareholder, member, or30



beneficiary of a partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability31
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company, or estate or trust a nonrefundable credit against the income tax1



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 equal to fifty percent of the2



partner's, shareholder's, member's, or beneficiary's portion of the3



amount of franchise tax paid to the state under sections 77-3801 to4



77-3807 by a financial institution.5



(b) For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2009,6



under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, there shall be7



allowed to each partner, shareholder, member, or beneficiary of a8



partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability company, or9



estate or trust a nonrefundable credit against the income tax imposed by10



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 equal to the partner's, shareholder's,11



member's, or beneficiary's portion of the amount of franchise tax paid to12



the state under sections 77-3801 to 77-3807 by a financial institution.13



(c) Each partner, shareholder, member, or beneficiary shall report14



his or her share of the credit in the same manner and proportion as he or15



she reports the partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability16



company, or estate or trust income. If any partner, shareholder, member,17



or beneficiary cannot fully utilize the credit for that year, the credit18



may not be carried forward or back.19



(6) There shall be allowed to all individuals nonrefundable credits20



against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as21



provided in section 77-3604 and refundable credits against the income tax22



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as provided in section23



77-3605.24



(7)(a) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after25



January 1, 2020, and before January 1, 2026, under the Internal Revenue26



Code of 1986, as amended, a nonrefundable credit against the income tax27



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 in the amount of five28



thousand dollars shall be allowed to any individual who purchases a29



residence during the taxable year if such residence:30



(i) Is located within an area that has been declared an extremely31
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blighted area under section 18-2101.02;1



(ii) Is the individual's primary residence; and2



(iii) Was not purchased from a family member of the individual or a3



family member of the individual's spouse.4



(b) The credit provided in this subsection shall be claimed for the5



taxable year in which the residence is purchased. If the individual6



cannot fully utilize the credit for such year, the credit may be carried7



forward to subsequent taxable years until fully utilized.8



(c) No more than one credit may be claimed under this subsection9



with respect to a single residence.10



(d) The credit provided in this subsection shall be subject to11



recapture by the Department of Revenue if the individual claiming the12



credit sells or otherwise transfers the residence or quits using the13



residence as his or her primary residence within five years after the end14



of the taxable year in which the credit was claimed.15



(e) For purposes of this subsection, family member means an16



individual's spouse, child, parent, brother, sister, grandchild, or17



grandparent, whether by blood, marriage, or adoption.18



(8) There shall be allowed to all individuals refundable credits19



against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as20



provided in the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.21



Sec. 79. Section 77-2717, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is22



amended to read:23



77-2717 (1)(a)(i) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin24



before January 1, 2014, the tax imposed on all resident estates and25



trusts shall be a percentage of the federal taxable income of such26



estates and trusts as modified in section 77-2716, plus a percentage of27



the federal alternative minimum tax and the federal tax on premature or28



lump-sum distributions from qualified retirement plans. The additional29



taxes shall be recomputed by (A) substituting Nebraska taxable income for30



federal taxable income, (B) calculating what the federal alternative31
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minimum tax would be on Nebraska taxable income and adjusting such1



calculations for any items which are reflected differently in the2



determination of federal taxable income, and (C) applying Nebraska rates3



to the result. The federal credit for prior year minimum tax, after the4



recomputations required by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, and the5



credits provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act6



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act shall be allowed7



as a reduction in the income tax due. A refundable income tax credit8



shall be allowed for all resident estates and trusts under the Angel9



Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax10



Credit Act, and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act. A11



nonrefundable income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates12



and trusts as provided in the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act.13



(ii) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after14



January 1, 2014, the tax imposed on all resident estates and trusts shall15



be a percentage of the federal taxable income of such estates and trusts16



as modified in section 77-2716, plus a percentage of the federal tax on17



premature or lump-sum distributions from qualified retirement plans. The18



additional taxes shall be recomputed by substituting Nebraska taxable19



income for federal taxable income and applying Nebraska rates to the20



result. The credits provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise21



Tax Credit Act and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act22



shall be allowed as a reduction in the income tax due. A refundable23



income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates and trusts24



under the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage25



Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, and the Nebraska Advantage Research and26



Development Act, and the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act. A27



nonrefundable income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates28



and trusts as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet29



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School30



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and31
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section 77-27,238.1



(b) The tax imposed on all nonresident estates and trusts shall be2



the portion of the tax imposed on resident estates and trusts which is3



attributable to the income derived from sources within this state. The4



tax which is attributable to income derived from sources within this5



state shall be determined by multiplying the liability to this state for6



a resident estate or trust with the same total income by a fraction, the7



numerator of which is the nonresident estate's or trust's Nebraska income8



as determined by sections 77-2724 and 77-2725 and the denominator of9



which is its total federal income after first adjusting each by the10



amounts provided in section 77-2716. The federal credit for prior year11



minimum tax, after the recomputations required by the Nebraska Revenue12



Act of 1967, reduced by the percentage of the total income which is13



attributable to income from sources outside this state, and the credits14



provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act and the15



Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act shall be allowed as a16



reduction in the income tax due. A refundable income tax credit shall be17



allowed for all nonresident estates and trusts under the Angel Investment18



Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act,19



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, and the20



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act. A nonrefundable income tax21



credit shall be allowed for all nonresident estates and trusts as22



provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act,23



the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School Readiness Tax24



Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238.25



(2) In all instances wherein a fiduciary income tax return is26



required under the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, a Nebraska27



fiduciary return shall be filed, except that a fiduciary return shall not28



be required to be filed regarding a simple trust if all of the trust's29



beneficiaries are residents of the State of Nebraska, all of the trust's30



income is derived from sources in this state, and the trust has no31
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federal tax liability. The fiduciary shall be responsible for making the1



return for the estate or trust for which he or she acts, whether the2



income be taxable to the estate or trust or to the beneficiaries thereof.3



The fiduciary shall include in the return a statement of each4



beneficiary's distributive share of net income when such income is5



taxable to such beneficiaries.6



(3) The beneficiaries of such estate or trust who are residents of7



this state shall include in their income their proportionate share of8



such estate's or trust's federal income and shall reduce their Nebraska9



tax liability by their proportionate share of the credits as provided in10



the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage11



Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research and12



Development Act, the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization13



Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School Readiness Tax14



Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, the Renewable Chemical15



Production Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238. There shall be allowed16



to a beneficiary a refundable income tax credit under the Beginning17



Farmer Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin18



on or after January 1, 2001, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as19



amended.20



(4) If any beneficiary of such estate or trust is a nonresident21



during any part of the estate's or trust's taxable year, he or she shall22



file a Nebraska income tax return which shall include (a) in Nebraska23



adjusted gross income that portion of the estate's or trust's Nebraska24



income, as determined under sections 77-2724 and 77-2725, allocable to25



his or her interest in the estate or trust and (b) a reduction of the26



Nebraska tax liability by his or her proportionate share of the credits27



as provided in the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska28



Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research29



and Development Act, the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet30



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School31
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Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, the1



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238 and2



shall execute and forward to the fiduciary, on or before the original due3



date of the Nebraska fiduciary return, an agreement which states that he4



or she will file a Nebraska income tax return and pay income tax on all5



income derived from or connected with sources in this state, and such6



agreement shall be attached to the Nebraska fiduciary return for such7



taxable year.8



(5) In the absence of the nonresident beneficiary's executed9



agreement being attached to the Nebraska fiduciary return, the estate or10



trust shall remit a portion of such beneficiary's income which was11



derived from or attributable to Nebraska sources with its Nebraska return12



for the taxable year. For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin13



before January 1, 2013, the amount of remittance, in such instance, shall14



be the highest individual income tax rate determined under section15



77-2715.02 multiplied by the nonresident beneficiary's share of the16



estate or trust income which was derived from or attributable to sources17



within this state. For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or18



after January 1, 2013, the amount of remittance, in such instance, shall19



be the highest individual income tax rate determined under section20



77-2715.03 multiplied by the nonresident beneficiary's share of the21



estate or trust income which was derived from or attributable to sources22



within this state. The amount remitted shall be allowed as a credit23



against the Nebraska income tax liability of the beneficiary.24



(6) The Tax Commissioner may allow a nonresident beneficiary to not25



file a Nebraska income tax return if the nonresident beneficiary's only26



source of Nebraska income was his or her share of the estate's or trust's27



income which was derived from or attributable to sources within this28



state, the nonresident did not file an agreement to file a Nebraska29



income tax return, and the estate or trust has remitted the amount30



required by subsection (5) of this section on behalf of such nonresident31
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beneficiary. The amount remitted shall be retained in satisfaction of the1



Nebraska income tax liability of the nonresident beneficiary.2



(7) For purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise3



requires, simple trust shall mean any trust instrument which (a) requires4



that all income shall be distributed currently to the beneficiaries, (b)5



does not allow amounts to be paid, permanently set aside, or used in the6



tax year for charitable purposes, and (c) does not distribute amounts7



allocated in the corpus of the trust. Any trust which does not qualify as8



a simple trust shall be deemed a complex trust.9



(8) For purposes of this section, any beneficiary of an estate or10



trust that is a grantor trust of a nonresident shall be disregarded and11



this section shall apply as though the nonresident grantor was the12



beneficiary.13



Sec. 80. Section 77-2734.03, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,14



is amended to read:15



77-2734.03 (1)(a) For taxable years commencing prior to January 1,16



1997, any (i) insurer paying a tax on premiums and assessments pursuant17



to section 77-908 or 81-523, (ii) electric cooperative organized under18



the Joint Public Power Authority Act, or (iii) credit union shall be19



credited, in the computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue20



Act of 1967, with the amount paid during the taxable year as taxes on21



such premiums and assessments and taxes in lieu of intangible tax.22



(b) For taxable years commencing on or after January 1, 1997, any23



insurer paying a tax on premiums and assessments pursuant to section24



77-908 or 81-523, any electric cooperative organized under the Joint25



Public Power Authority Act, or any credit union shall be credited, in the26



computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, with27



the amount paid during the taxable year as (i) taxes on such premiums and28



assessments included as Nebraska premiums and assessments under section29



77-2734.05 and (ii) taxes in lieu of intangible tax.30



(c) For taxable years commencing or deemed to commence prior to, on,31
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or after January 1, 1998, any insurer paying a tax on premiums and1



assessments pursuant to section 77-908 or 81-523 shall be credited, in2



the computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967,3



with the amount paid during the taxable year as assessments allowed as an4



offset against premium and related retaliatory tax liability pursuant to5



section 44-4233.6



(2) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a tax credit for7



contributions to community betterment programs as provided in the8



Community Development Assistance Act.9



(3) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a refundable10



income tax credit under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act for all11



taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1, 2001,12



under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.13



(4) The changes made to this section by Laws 2004, LB 983, apply to14



motor fuels purchased during any tax year ending or deemed to end on or15



after January 1, 2005, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as16



amended.17



(5) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers refundable income18



tax credits under the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act,19



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, and the20



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.21



(6) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a nonrefundable22



income tax credit for investment in a biodiesel facility as provided in23



section 77-27,236.24



(7) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a nonrefundable25



income tax credit as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet26



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School27



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and28



section 77-27,238.29



Sec. 81. Section 77-27,119, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is30



amended to read:31
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77-27,119 (1) The Tax Commissioner shall administer and enforce the1



income tax imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135, and he or she is2



authorized to conduct hearings, to adopt and promulgate such rules and3



regulations, and to require such facts and information to be reported as4



he or she may deem necessary to enforce the income tax provisions of such5



sections, except that such rules, regulations, and reports shall not be6



inconsistent with the laws of this state or the laws of the United7



States. The Tax Commissioner may for enforcement and administrative8



purposes divide the state into a reasonable number of districts in which9



branch offices may be maintained.10



(2)(a) The Tax Commissioner may prescribe the form and contents of11



any return or other document required to be filed under the income tax12



provisions. Such return or other document shall be compatible as to form13



and content with the return or document required by the laws of the14



United States. The form shall have a place where the taxpayer shall15



designate the high school district in which he or she lives and the16



county in which the high school district is headquartered. The Tax17



Commissioner shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may18



be necessary to insure compliance with this requirement.19



(b) The State Department of Education, with the assistance and20



cooperation of the Department of Revenue, shall develop a uniform system21



for numbering all school districts in the state. Such system shall be22



consistent with the data processing needs of the Department of Revenue23



and shall be used for the school district identification required by24



subdivision (a) of this subsection.25



(c) The proper filing of an income tax return shall consist of the26



submission of such form as prescribed by the Tax Commissioner or an exact27



facsimile thereof with sufficient information provided by the taxpayer on28



the face of the form from which to compute the actual tax liability. Each29



taxpayer shall include such taxpayer's correct social security number or30



state identification number and the school district identification number31
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of the school district in which the taxpayer resides on the face of the1



form. A filing is deemed to occur when the required information is2



provided.3



(3) The Tax Commissioner, for the purpose of ascertaining the4



correctness of any return or other document required to be filed under5



the income tax provisions, for the purpose of determining corporate6



income, individual income, and withholding tax due, or for the purpose of7



making an estimate of taxable income of any person, shall have the power8



to examine or to cause to have examined, by any agent or representative9



designated by him or her for that purpose, any books, papers, records, or10



memoranda bearing upon such matters and may by summons require the11



attendance of the person responsible for rendering such return or other12



document or remitting any tax, or any officer or employee of such person,13



or the attendance of any other person having knowledge in the premises,14



and may take testimony and require proof material for his or her15



information, with power to administer oaths or affirmations to such16



person or persons.17



(4) The time and place of examination pursuant to this section shall18



be such time and place as may be fixed by the Tax Commissioner and as are19



reasonable under the circumstances. In the case of a summons, the date20



fixed for appearance before the Tax Commissioner shall not be less than21



twenty days from the time of service of the summons.22



(5) No taxpayer shall be subjected to unreasonable or unnecessary23



examinations or investigations.24



(6) Except in accordance with proper judicial order or as otherwise25



provided by law, it shall be unlawful for the Tax Commissioner, any26



officer or employee of the Tax Commissioner, any person engaged or27



retained by the Tax Commissioner on an independent contract basis, any28



person who pursuant to this section is permitted to inspect any report or29



return or to whom a copy, an abstract, or a portion of any report or30



return is furnished, any employee of the State Treasurer or the31
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Department of Administrative Services, or any other person to divulge,1



make known, or use in any manner the amount of income or any particulars2



set forth or disclosed in any report or return required except for the3



purpose of enforcing sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135. The officers charged4



with the custody of such reports and returns shall not be required to5



produce any of them or evidence of anything contained in them in any6



action or proceeding in any court, except on behalf of the Tax7



Commissioner in an action or proceeding under the provisions of the tax8



law to which he or she is a party or on behalf of any party to any action9



or proceeding under such sections when the reports or facts shown thereby10



are directly involved in such action or proceeding, in either of which11



events the court may require the production of, and may admit in12



evidence, so much of such reports or of the facts shown thereby as are13



pertinent to the action or proceeding and no more. Nothing in this14



section shall be construed (a) to prohibit the delivery to a taxpayer,15



his or her duly authorized representative, or his or her successors,16



receivers, trustees, personal representatives, administrators, assignees,17



or guarantors, if directly interested, of a certified copy of any return18



or report in connection with his or her tax, (b) to prohibit the19



publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the identification20



of particular reports or returns and the items thereof, (c) to prohibit21



the inspection by the Attorney General, other legal representatives of22



the state, or a county attorney of the report or return of any taxpayer23



who brings an action to review the tax based thereon, against whom an24



action or proceeding for collection of tax has been instituted, or25



against whom an action, proceeding, or prosecution for failure to comply26



with the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 is being considered or has been27



commenced, (d) to prohibit furnishing to the Nebraska Workers'28



Compensation Court the names, addresses, and identification numbers of29



employers, and such information shall be furnished on request of the30



court, (e) to prohibit the disclosure of information and records to a31
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collection agency contracting with the Tax Commissioner pursuant to1



sections 77-377.01 to 77-377.04, (f) to prohibit the disclosure of2



information pursuant to section 77-27,195, 77-4110, or 77-5731 or section3



38 or 40 of this act, (g) to prohibit the disclosure to the Public4



Employees Retirement Board of the addresses of individuals who are5



members of the retirement systems administered by the board, and such6



information shall be furnished to the board solely for purposes of its7



administration of the retirement systems upon written request, which8



request shall include the name and social security number of each9



individual for whom an address is requested, (h) to prohibit the10



disclosure of information to the Department of Labor necessary for the11



administration of the Employment Security Law, the Contractor12



Registration Act, or the Employee Classification Act, (i) to prohibit the13



disclosure to the Department of Motor Vehicles of tax return information14



pertaining to individuals, corporations, and businesses determined by the15



Department of Motor Vehicles to be delinquent in the payment of amounts16



due under agreements pursuant to the International Fuel Tax Agreement17



Act, and such disclosure shall be strictly limited to information18



necessary for the administration of the act, (j) to prohibit the19



disclosure under section 42-358.08, 43-512.06, or 43-3327 to any court-20



appointed individuals, the county attorney, any authorized attorney, or21



the Department of Health and Human Services of an absent parent's22



address, social security number, amount of income, health insurance23



information, and employer's name and address for the exclusive purpose of24



establishing and collecting child, spousal, or medical support, (k) to25



prohibit the disclosure of information to the Department of Insurance,26



the Nebraska State Historical Society, or the State Historic Preservation27



Officer as necessary to carry out the Department of Revenue's28



responsibilities under the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet29



Revitalization Act, or (l) to prohibit the disclosure to the Department30



of Insurance of information pertaining to authorization for, and use of,31
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tax credits under the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act. Information1



so obtained shall be used for no other purpose. Any person who violates2



this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and shall upon conviction3



thereof be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five4



hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than five years, or be both so5



fined and imprisoned, in the discretion of the court and shall be6



assessed the costs of prosecution. If the offender is an officer or7



employee of the state, he or she shall be dismissed from office and be8



ineligible to hold any public office in this state for a period of two9



years thereafter.10



(7) Reports and returns required to be filed under income tax11



provisions of sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135 shall be preserved until the12



Tax Commissioner orders them to be destroyed.13



(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this14



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Secretary of the Treasury of15



the United States or his or her delegates or the proper officer of any16



state imposing an income tax, or the authorized representative of either17



such officer, to inspect the income tax returns of any taxpayer or may18



furnish to such officer or his or her authorized representative an19



abstract of the return of income of any taxpayer or supply him or her20



with information concerning an item of income contained in any return or21



disclosed by the report of any investigation of the income or return of22



income of any taxpayer, but such permission shall be granted only if the23



statutes of the United States or of such other state, as the case may be,24



grant substantially similar privileges to the Tax Commissioner of this25



state as the officer charged with the administration of the income tax26



imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135.27



(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this28



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Postal Inspector of the29



United States Postal Service or his or her delegates to inspect the30



reports or returns of any person filed pursuant to the Nebraska Revenue31
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Act of 1967 when information on the reports or returns is relevant to any1



action or proceeding instituted or being considered by the United States2



Postal Service against such person for the fraudulent use of the mails to3



carry and deliver false and fraudulent tax returns to the Tax4



Commissioner with the intent to defraud the State of Nebraska or to evade5



the payment of Nebraska state taxes.6



(10)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this7



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request by the Auditor8



of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative Audit, make tax returns9



and tax return information open to inspection by or disclosure to10



officers and employees of the Auditor of Public Accounts or employees of11



the office of Legislative Audit for the purpose of and to the extent12



necessary in making an audit of the Department of Revenue pursuant to13



section 50-1205 or 84-304. The Auditor of Public Accounts or office of14



Legislative Audit shall statistically and randomly select the tax returns15



and tax return information to be audited based upon a computer tape16



provided by the Department of Revenue which contains only total17



population documents without specific identification of taxpayers. The18



Tax Commissioner shall have the authority to approve the statistical19



sampling method used by the Auditor of Public Accounts or office of20



Legislative Audit. Confidential tax returns and tax return information21



shall be audited only upon the premises of the Department of Revenue. All22



audit workpapers pertaining to the audit of the Department of Revenue23



shall be stored in a secure place in the Department of Revenue.24



(b) When selecting tax returns or tax return information for a25



performance audit of a tax incentive program, the office of Legislative26



Audit shall select the tax returns or tax return information for either27



all or a statistically and randomly selected sample of taxpayers who have28



applied for or who have qualified for benefits under the tax incentive29



program that is the subject of the audit. When the office of Legislative30



Audit reports on its review of tax returns and tax return information, it31
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shall comply with subdivision (10)(c) of this section.1



(c) No officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or2



office of Legislative Audit employee shall disclose to any person, other3



than another officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or4



office of Legislative Audit whose official duties require such5



disclosure, any return or return information described in the Nebraska6



Revenue Act of 1967 in a form which can be associated with or otherwise7



identify, directly or indirectly, a particular taxpayer.8



(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall9



be guilty of a Class IV felony and, in the discretion of the court, may10



be assessed the costs of prosecution. The guilty officer or employee11



shall be dismissed from employment and be ineligible to hold any position12



of employment with the State of Nebraska for a period of two years13



thereafter. For purposes of this subsection, officer or employee shall14



include a former officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or15



former employee of the office of Legislative Audit.16



(11) For purposes of subsections (10) through (13) of this section:17



(a) Tax returns shall mean any tax or information return or claim18



for refund required by, provided for, or permitted under sections 77-271419



to 77-27,135 which is filed with the Tax Commissioner by, on behalf of,20



or with respect to any person and any amendment or supplement thereto,21



including supporting schedules, attachments, or lists which are22



supplemental to or part of the filed return;23



(b) Return information shall mean:24



(i) A taxpayer's identification number and (A) the nature, source,25



or amount of his or her income, payments, receipts, deductions,26



exemptions, credits, assets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax27



withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments, whether the28



taxpayer's return was, is being, or will be examined or subject to other29



investigation or processing or (B) any other data received by, recorded30



by, prepared by, furnished to, or collected by the Tax Commissioner with31
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respect to a return or the determination of the existence or possible1



existence of liability or the amount of liability of any person for any2



tax, penalty, interest, fine, forfeiture, or other imposition or offense;3



and4



(ii) Any part of any written determination or any background file5



document relating to such written determination; and6



(c) Disclosures shall mean the making known to any person in any7



manner a return or return information.8



(12) The Auditor of Public Accounts shall (a) notify the Tax9



Commissioner in writing thirty days prior to the beginning of an audit of10



his or her intent to conduct an audit, (b) provide an audit plan, and (c)11



provide a list of the tax returns and tax return information identified12



for inspection during the audit. The office of Legislative Audit shall13



notify the Tax Commissioner of the intent to conduct an audit and of the14



scope of the audit as provided in section 50-1209.15



(13) The Auditor of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative16



Audit shall, as a condition for receiving tax returns and tax return17



information: (a) Subject employees involved in the audit to the same18



confidential information safeguards and disclosure procedures as required19



of Department of Revenue employees; (b) establish and maintain a20



permanent system of standardized records with respect to any request for21



tax returns or tax return information, the reason for such request, and22



the date of such request and any disclosure of the tax return or tax23



return information; (c) establish and maintain a secure area or place in24



the Department of Revenue in which the tax returns, tax return25



information, or audit workpapers shall be stored; (d) restrict access to26



the tax returns or tax return information only to persons whose duties or27



responsibilities require access; (e) provide such other safeguards as the28



Tax Commissioner determines to be necessary or appropriate to protect the29



confidentiality of the tax returns or tax return information; (f) provide30



a report to the Tax Commissioner which describes the procedures31
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established and utilized by the Auditor of Public Accounts or office of1



Legislative Audit for insuring the confidentiality of tax returns, tax2



return information, and audit workpapers; and (g) upon completion of use3



of such returns or tax return information, return to the Tax Commissioner4



such returns or tax return information, along with any copies.5



(14) The Tax Commissioner may permit other tax officials of this6



state to inspect the tax returns and reports filed under sections 77-27147



to 77-27,135, but such inspection shall be permitted only for purposes of8



enforcing a tax law and only to the extent and under the conditions9



prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax Commissioner.10



(15) The Tax Commissioner shall compile the school district11



information required by subsection (2) of this section. Insofar as it is12



possible, such compilation shall include, but not be limited to, the13



total adjusted gross income of each school district in the state. The Tax14



Commissioner shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may15



be necessary to insure that such compilation does not violate the16



confidentiality of any individual income tax return nor conflict with any17



other provisions of state or federal law.18



Sec. 82. Section 77-27,144, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is19



amended to read:20



77-27,144 (1) The Tax Commissioner shall collect the tax imposed by21



any incorporated municipality concurrently with collection of a state tax22



in the same manner as the state tax is collected. The Tax Commissioner23



shall remit monthly the proceeds of the tax to the incorporated24



municipalities levying the tax, after deducting the amount of refunds25



made and three percent of the remainder to be credited to the Municipal26



Equalization Fund.27



(2) Deductions for a refund made pursuant to section 77-4105,28



77-4106, 77-5725, or 77-5726 shall be delayed for one year after the29



refund has been made to the taxpayer. The Department of Revenue shall30



notify the municipality liable for a refund exceeding one thousand five31
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hundred dollars of the pending refund, the amount of the refund, and the1



month in which the deduction will be made or begin, except that if the2



amount of a refund claimed under section 77-4105, 77-4106, 77-5725, or3



77-5726 exceeds twenty-five percent of the municipality's total sales and4



use tax receipts, net of any refunds or sales tax collection fees, for5



the municipality's prior fiscal year, the department shall deduct the6



refund over the period of one year in equal monthly amounts beginning7



after the one-year notification period required by this subsection. This8



subsection applies to refunds owed by cities of the first class, cities9



of the second class, and villages. This subsection applies to refunds10



beginning January 1, 2014.11



(3) Deductions for a refund made pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska12



Act shall be delayed as provided in this subsection after the refund has13



been made to the taxpayer. The Department of Revenue shall notify each14



municipality liable for a refund exceeding one thousand five hundred15



dollars of the pending refund and the amount of the refund claimed under16



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The notification shall be made by March 1 of17



each year beginning in 2021 and shall be used to establish the refund18



amount for the following calendar year. The notification shall include19



any excess or underpayment from the prior calendar year. The department20



shall deduct the refund over a period of one year in equal monthly21



amounts beginning in January following the notification. This subsection22



applies to total annual refunds exceeding one million dollars or twenty-23



five percent of the municipality's total sales and use tax receipts for24



the prior fiscal year, whichever is the lesser amount.25



(4) (3) The Tax Commissioner shall keep full and accurate records of26



all money received and distributed under the provisions of the Local27



Option Revenue Act. When proceeds of a tax levy are received but the28



identity of the incorporated municipality which levied the tax is unknown29



and is not identified within six months after receipt, the amount shall30



be credited to the Municipal Equalization Fund. The municipality may31
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request the names and addresses of the retailers which have collected the1



tax as provided in subsection (13) of section 77-2711 and may certify an2



individual to request and review confidential sales and use tax returns3



and sales and use tax return information as provided in subsection (14)4



of section 77-2711.5



(5)(a) Every qualifying business that has filed an application to6



receive tax incentives under the Employment and Investment Growth Act,7



the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall, with8



respect to such acts, provide annually to each municipality, in aggregate9



data, the maximum amount the qualifying business is eligible to receive10



in the current year in refunds of local sales and use taxes of the11



municipality and exemptions for the previous year, and the estimate of12



annual refunds of local sales and use taxes of the municipality and13



exemptions such business intends to claim in each future year. Such14



information shall be kept confidential by the municipality unless15



publicly disclosed previously by the taxpayer or by the State of16



Nebraska.17



(b) For purposes of this subsection, municipality means a18



municipality that has adopted the local option sales and use tax under19



the Local Option Revenue Act and to which the qualifying business has20



paid such sales and use tax.21



(c) The qualifying business shall provide the information to the22



municipality on or before June 30 of each year.23



(d) Any amounts held by a municipality to make sales and use tax24



refunds under the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Nebraska25



Advantage Act, and the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall not count toward any26



budgeted restricted funds limitation as provided in section 13-519 or27



toward any cash reserve limitation as provided in section 13-504.28



Sec. 83. Section 77-5905, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is29



amended to read:30



77-5905 (1) If the Department of Revenue determines that an31
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application meets the requirements of section 77-5904 and that the1



investment or employment is eligible for the credit and (a) the applicant2



is actively engaged in the operation of the microbusiness or will be3



actively engaged in the operation upon its establishment, (b) the4



applicant will make new investment or employment in the microbusiness,5



and (c) the new investment or employment will create new income or jobs,6



the department shall approve the application and authorize tentative tax7



credits to the applicant within the limits set forth in this section and8



certify the amount of tentative tax credits approved for the applicant.9



Applications for tax credits shall be considered in the order in which10



they are received.11



(2) The department may approve applications up to the adjusted limit12



for each calendar year beginning January 1, 2006, through December 31,13



2022. After applications totaling the adjusted limit have been approved14



for a calendar year, no further applications shall be approved for that15



year. The adjusted limit in a given year is two million dollars plus16



tentative tax credits that were not granted by the end of the preceding17



year. Tax credits shall not be allowed for a taxpayer receiving benefits18



under the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Nebraska Advantage19



Act, or the Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act, or the ImagiNE20



Nebraska Act.21



Sec. 84. Section 81-125, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is22



amended to read:23



81-125 The Governor shall on or before January 15 of each odd-24



numbered year present to the Legislature a complete budget for all the25



activities of the state receiving appropriations or requesting26



appropriations, except that the Governor during his or her first year in27



office shall present such budget to the Legislature on or before February28



1. Such budget shall be a tentative work program for the coming biennium,29



shall contain a full and itemized report of the expenditures from30



appropriations made by the previous Legislature and the items which the31
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Governor deems worthy of consideration for the coming biennium, for the1



respective departments, offices, and institutions, and for all other2



purposes, and shall contain the estimated revenue from taxation, the3



estimated revenue from sources other than taxation, an estimate of the4



amount required to be raised by taxation and the sales and income tax5



rates necessary to raise such amount, the revenue foregone by operation6



of laws in effect at the time of such report granting tax expenditures7



and reduced tax liabilities as identified in the reports report required8



by section 77-5731 and section 38 of this act, and recommendations as to9



deficiency funding requirements pursuant to section 81-126. The summary10



of the tax expenditure report prepared pursuant to subsection (1) of11



section 77-385 and a summary of the reports report required by section12



77-5731 and section 38 of this act shall be included with or appended to13



the budget presented to the Legislature. The Governor may make14



recommendations whether to continue or eliminate, in whole or in part,15



each tax expenditure and incentive program or to limit the duration of16



particular tax expenditures and incentives to a fixed number of years and17



shall include his or her reasoning for each recommendation, if any. The18



recommendations shall be transmitted to the Revenue Committee of the19



Legislature at the same time the Governor submits a budget as required in20



this section. The budget as transmitted to the Legislature shall show the21



estimated requirements for each activity of the state as prepared by the22



Department of Administrative Services and the final recommendation of the23



Governor. The budget shall comprise the complete report to the24



Legislature of all appropriations made for the current biennium and25



expenditures therefrom by all agencies receiving appropriations, and the26



report of expenditures contained in the budget shall be in lieu of all27



other biennial or other financial reports required by statute to the28



Legislature by expending agencies of appropriations and expenditures for29



their own activities except the biennial report of the State Treasurer30



and Director of Administrative Services.31
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Sec. 85. Section 84-602.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,1



2018, is amended to read:2



84-602.03 For purposes of the Taxpayer Transparency Act:3



(1)(a) Expenditure of state funds means all expenditures of state4



receipts, whether appropriated or nonappropriated, by a state entity in5



forms including, but not limited to:6



(i) Grants;7



(ii) Contracts;8



(iii) Subcontracts;9



(iv) State aid to political subdivisions;10



(v) Tax refunds or credits that may be disclosed pursuant to the11



Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit12



Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, or the Nebraska13



Advantage Rural Development Act, or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and14



(vi) Any other disbursement of state receipts by a state entity in15



the performance of its functions;16



(b) Expenditure of state funds includes expenditures authorized by17



the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska, the Board of Trustees18



of the Nebraska State Colleges, or a public corporation pursuant to19



sections 85-403 to 85-411; and20



(c) Expenditure of state funds does not include the transfer of21



funds between two state entities, payments of state, federal, or other22



assistance to an individual, or the expenditure of pass-through funds;23



(2) Pass-through funds means any funds received by a state entity if24



the state entity is acting only as an intermediary or custodian with25



respect to such funds and is obligated to pay or otherwise return such26



funds to the person entitled thereto;27



(3) State entity means (a) any agency, board, commission, or28



department of the state and (b) any other body created by state statute29



that includes a person appointed by the Governor, the head of any state30



agency or department, an employee of the State of Nebraska, or any31
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combination of such persons and that is empowered pursuant to such1



statute to collect and disburse state receipts; and2



(4) State receipts means revenue or other income received by a state3



entity from tax receipts, fees, charges, interest, or other sources which4



is (a) used by the state entity to pay the expenses necessary to perform5



the state entity’s functions and (b) reported to the State Treasurer in6



total amounts by category of income. State receipts does not include7



pass-through funds.8



Sec. 86.  This act becomes operative on January 1, 2021.9



Sec. 87.  If any section in this act or any part of any section is10



declared invalid or unconstitutional, the declaration shall not affect11



the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions.12



Sec. 88.  Original sections 77-202, 77-1229, 77-2717, 77-2734.03,13



77-27,119, 77-27,144, 77-5905, and 81-125, Reissue Revised Statutes of14



Nebraska, sections 18-2119, 18-2710.03, 49-801.01, and 84-602.03, Revised15



Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 2018, and sections 50-1209, 66-1344,16



77-2711, and 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, are repealed.17
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Dearmont, Dave
Subject: FW: Updated Amendment to LB720 - REQ04455
Date: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 2:15:00 PM
Attachments: REQ04455.pdf


 
 
Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter
 
 


From: Chappelear, Trinity <Trinity.Chappelear@nebraska.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 12:40 PM
To: Curran, Dan <Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; White, Glen <Glen.White@nebraska.gov>; Goins,
Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>; Fulton, Tony <tony.fulton@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Updated Amendment to LB720 - REQ04455
 
FYI – updated draft.


 
Tyler,
 
Your amendment is attached.  I had the following comments on this one:
 
(1) In subdivision (1)(g) of section 29, I changed the word "company" to "taxpayer" in two
spots. (You hadn't marked this, but I noticed it when I read through this section again.)  We
use "taxpayer" everywhere else, so I thought it would be good to stay consistent.


(2) Due to the elimination of section 84-612, there is no longer a need to have a split operative
date section.  The singular operative date for the whole bill will now be 1/1/2021.  In addition,
there is no longer a need for the emergency clause, so I've eliminated it.


Please let me know if you have questions or need changes.  Thank you.
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AMENDMENTS TO LB720



(Amendments to E & R amendments, ER136)



 



Introduced by



1. Strike the original sections and all amendments thereto and1



insert the following new sections:2



Section 1.  Sections 1 to 44 of this act shall be known and may be3



cited as the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.4



Sec. 2.  The Legislature hereby finds and declares that it is the5



policy of this state to modernize its economic development platform in6



order to (1) encourage new businesses to relocate to Nebraska, (2)7



encourage existing businesses to remain and grow in Nebraska, (3)8



encourage the creation and retention of new, high-paying jobs in9



Nebraska, (4) attract and retain investment capital in Nebraska, (5)10



develop the Nebraska workforce, (6) simplify the administration of the11



tax incentive program created in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for both12



businesses and the state, and (7) improve the transparency and13



accountability of such program.14



Sec. 3.  For purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the definitions15



found in sections 4 to 26 of this act shall be used.16



Sec. 4.  Any term shall have the same meaning as used in Chapter 77,17



article 27, except as otherwise defined in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.18



Sec. 5.  Base year means the year immediately preceding the year of19



application.20



Sec. 6.  Base-year employee means any individual who was employed in21



Nebraska and subject to the Nebraska income tax on compensation received22



from the taxpayer or its predecessors during the base year and who is23



employed at the qualified location or locations.24



Sec. 7.  Carryover period means the period of three years25



immediately following the end of the performance period.26
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Sec. 8.  Compensation means the sum of wages and an employer's1



payment of health insurance costs for the employee and the employee's2



family.3



Sec. 9.  Director means the Director of Economic Development.4



Sec. 10.  Equivalent employees means the number of employees5



computed by dividing the total hours paid in a year by the product of6



forty times the number of weeks in a year. A salaried employee who7



receives a predetermined amount of compensation each pay period on a8



weekly or less frequent basis is deemed to have been paid for forty hours9



per week during the pay period.10



Sec. 11.  Investment means the value of qualified property11



incorporated into or used at the qualified location or locations. For12



qualified property owned by the taxpayer, the value shall be the original13



cost of the property. For qualified property rented by the taxpayer, the14



average net annual rent shall be multiplied by the number of years of the15



lease for which the taxpayer was originally bound, not to exceed ten16



years. The rental of land included in and incidental to the leasing of a17



building shall not be excluded from the computation. For purposes of this18



section, original cost means the amount required to be capitalized for19



depreciation, amortization, or other recovery under the Internal Revenue20



Code of 1986, as amended. Any amount, including the labor of the21



taxpayer, that is capitalized as a part of the cost of the qualified22



property or that is written off under section 179 of the Internal Revenue23



Code of 1986, as amended, shall be considered part of the original cost.24



Sec. 12.  Motor vehicle means any motor vehicle, trailer, or25



semitrailer as defined in the Motor Vehicle Registration Act and subject26



to registration for operation on the highways.27



Sec. 13.  NAICS means the North American Industry Classification28



System established by the United States Department of Commerce and29



applied to classify the locations owned or leased by the taxpayer,30



including the specific NAICS codes and code definitions in effect on31
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January 1, 2020.1



Sec. 14.  Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for any year2



means the most recent ninety-county median hourly wage paid by all3



employers in all counties in Nebraska other than Douglas, Lancaster, and4



Sarpy, as calculated by the Office of Labor Market Information of the5



Department of Labor using annual data from the Quarterly Census of6



Employment and Wages by October 1 of the year prior to application.7



Hourly wages shall be calculated by dividing the reported median annual8



weekly wage by forty.9



Sec. 15.  Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for any year means10



the most recent statewide median hourly wage paid by all employers in all11



counties in Nebraska as calculated by the Office of Labor Market12



Information of the Department of Labor using annual data from the13



Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by October 1 of the year prior14



to application. Hourly wages shall be calculated by dividing the reported15



median annual weekly wage by forty.16



Sec. 16.  (1) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions17



(1)(b), (4)(d), (5)(c), and (8)(b)(iii) of section 32 of this act, means18



the lesser of:19



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the20



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the21



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or22



(b) The sum of:23



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the24



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year25



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of26



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least27



one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage28



for the year of application; and29



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-30



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed31
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full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after1



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet2



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and3



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least one hundred fifty4



percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of5



application.6



(2) Number of new employees, for purposes of subdivisions (4)(a) and7



(5)(a) of section 32 of this act, means the lesser of:8



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the9



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the10



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or11



(b) The sum of:12



(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the13



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year14



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of15



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least16



the Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of17



application; and18



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-19



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed20



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after21



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet22



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and23



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least the Nebraska24



ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of application.25



(3) Number of new employees, for all other purposes, except as26



otherwise provided in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, means the lesser of:27



(a) The number of equivalent employees that are employed at the28



qualified location or locations during a year that are in excess of the29



number of equivalent employees during the base year; or30



(b) The sum of:31
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(i) The number of equivalent employees employed full-time at the1



qualified location or locations during a year who are not base-year2



employees, who meet the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of3



this section, and who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least4



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application;5



and6



(ii) The number of equivalent employees who were not employed full-7



time at the qualified location during the base year and became employed8



full-time at the qualified location after the base year, after9



subtracting the hours worked by such employees in the base year, who meet10



the health coverage requirement of subsection (5) of this section, and11



who are paid compensation at a rate equal to at least the Nebraska12



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.13



(4) For employees who work both at a qualified location and also14



perform services for the taxpayer at other nonqualified locations, they15



will be included in determining the number of new employees if more than16



fifty percent of the time for which they are compensated is spent at the17



qualified location. For any year other than the base year, employees who18



work at the qualified location fifty percent or less of the time for19



which they are compensated are not considered employed at the qualified20



location.21



(5) An employee meets the health coverage requirement if the22



taxpayer offers to that employee, for that year, the opportunity to23



enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored24



plan, as those terms are defined and described in section 5000A of the25



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such26



section.27



(6) For purposes of this section, employed full-time means that the28



employee is a full-time employee as defined and described in section29



4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the30



regulations for such section.31
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Sec. 17.  Performance period means the year during which the1



required increases in employment and investment were met or exceeded and2



each year thereafter until the end of the sixth year after the year the3



required increases were met or exceeded.4



Sec. 18.  (1) Qualified location means a location at which the5



majority of the business activities conducted are within one or more of6



the following NAICS codes or the following descriptions:7



(a) Manufacturing – 31, 32, or 33;8



(b) Testing Laboratories – 541380;9



(c) Rail Transportation – 482;10



(d) Truck Transportation – 484;11



(e) Insurance Carriers – 5241;12



(f) Wired Telecommunications Carriers – 517311;13



(g) Wireless Telecommunications Carriers (except Satellite) –14



517312;15



(h) Telemarketing Bureaus and Other Contact Centers – 561422;16



(i) Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services – 518210;17



(j) Computer Facilities Management Services – 541513;18



(k) Warehousing and Storage – 4931;19



(l) The administrative management of the taxpayer's activities,20



including headquarter facilities relating to such activities, or the21



administrative management of any of the activities of any business entity22



or entities in which the taxpayer or a group of its owners hold any23



direct or indirect ownership interest of at least ten percent, including24



headquarter facilities relating to such activities;25



(m) Logistics Facilities – Portions of NAICS 488210, 488310, and26



488490 dealing with independently operated trucking terminals,27



independently operated railroad and railway terminals, and waterfront28



terminal and port facility operations;29



(n) The conducting of research, development, or testing, or any30



combination thereof, for scientific, agricultural, animal husbandry, food31
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product, industrial, or technology purposes;1



(o) The production of electricity by using one or more sources of2



renewable energy to produce electricity for sale. For purposes of this3



subdivision, sources of renewable energy includes, but is not limited to,4



wind, solar, energy storage, geothermal, hydroelectric, biomass, and5



transmutation of elements;6



(p) Computer Systems Design and Related Services – 5415; or7



(q) The performance of financial services. For purposes of this8



subdivision, financial services includes only financial services provided9



by any financial institution subject to tax under Chapter 77, article 38,10



or any person or entity licensed by the Department of Banking and Finance11



or the federal Securities and Exchange Commission.12



(2)(a) Qualified location also includes any other business location13



if at least seventy-five percent of the revenue derived at the location14



is from sales to customers who are not related persons which are15



delivered or provided from the qualified location to a location that is16



not within Nebraska according to the sourcing rules in subsections (2)17



and (3) of section 77-2734.14. Intermediate sales to related persons are18



included as sales to customers delivered or provided to a location19



outside Nebraska if the related person delivers or provides the goods or20



services to a location outside Nebraska. Even if a location meets the21



seventy-five percent requirement of this subdivision, such location shall22



not constitute a qualified location under this subdivision if the23



majority of the business activities conducted at such location are within24



any of the following NAICS codes or any combination thereof:25



(i) Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting – 11;26



(ii) Transportation and Warehousing – 48-49;27



(iii) Information – 51;28



(iv) Utilities – 22;29



(v) Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction – 21;30



(vi) Public Administration – 92; or31
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(vii) Construction – 23.1



(b) The director may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations2



establishing an alternative method in circumstances in which subdivision3



(2)(a) of this section does not accurately reflect the out-of-state sales4



taking place at locations within Nebraska for a particular industry.5



(3) The determination of the majority of the business activities6



shall be made based on the number of employees working in the respective7



business activities. The director may adopt and promulgate rules and8



regulations establishing an alternative method in circumstances in which9



other factors provide a better reflection of business activities.10



(4) The delineation of the types of business activities which enable11



a location to constitute a qualified location is based on the state's12



intention to attract certain types of business activities and to13



responsibly accomplish the purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act by14



directing the state's incentive capabilities towards business activities15



which, due to their national nature, could locate outside of Nebraska and16



which therefore would, through the use of incentives, be motivated to17



locate in Nebraska. By listing specific types of business activities in18



subsection (1) of this section, the state has determined such business19



activities by their nature meet these objectives. By specifying the20



national nature of a taxpayer's revenue in subsection (2) of this21



section, the state has determined that certain other types of business22



activities can meet these objectives.23



Sec. 19.  Qualified employee leasing company means a company which24



places all employees of a client-lessee on its payroll and leases such25



employees to the client-lessee on an ongoing basis for a fee and, by26



written agreement between the employee leasing company and a client-27



lessee, grants to the client-lessee input into the hiring and firing of28



the employees leased to the client-lessee.29



Sec. 20.  Qualified property means any tangible property of a type30



subject to depreciation, amortization, or other recovery under the31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-8-











Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or the components of such1



property, that will be located and used at the project. Qualified2



property does not include (1) aircraft, barges, motor vehicles, railroad3



rolling stock, or watercraft or (2) property that is rented by the4



taxpayer qualifying under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act to another person.5



Qualified property of the taxpayer located at the residence of an6



employee working in Nebraska from his or her residence on tasks7



interdependent with the work performed at the project shall be deemed8



located and used at the project.9



Sec. 21.  Ramp-up period means the period of time from the date of10



the complete application through the end of the fourth year after the11



year in which the complete application was filed with the director.12



Sec. 22.  Related persons means any corporations, partnerships,13



limited liability companies, or joint ventures which are or would14



otherwise be members of the same unitary group, if incorporated, or any15



persons who are considered to be related persons under either section16



267(b) and (c) or section 707(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as17



amended.18



Sec. 23.  Taxpayer means any person subject to sales and use taxes19



under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and subject to withholding under20



section 77-2753 and any entity that is or would otherwise be a member of21



the same unitary group, if incorporated, that is subject to such sales22



and use taxes and such withholding. Taxpayer does not include a political23



subdivision or an organization that is exempt from income taxes under24



section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. For25



purposes of this section, political subdivision includes any public26



corporation created for the benefit of a political subdivision and any27



group of political subdivisions forming a joint public agency, organized28



by interlocal agreement, or utilizing any other method of joint action.29



Sec. 24.  Wages means the gross amount of pay, not to exceed one30



million dollars per year for any employee, that an employer provides to31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-9-











an employee as remuneration, without considering any deductions from that1



pay or the value of benefits, as described in subdivision (1)(j) of2



section 29 of this act, paid by an employer.3



Sec. 25.  Year means calendar year.4



Sec. 26.  Year of application means the year that a completed5



application is filed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



Sec. 27.  An employee of a qualified employee leasing company shall7



be considered to be an employee of the client-lessee for purposes of the8



ImagiNE Nebraska Act if the employee performs services for the client-9



lessee. A qualified employee leasing company shall provide the Department10



of Revenue with access to the records of employees leased to the client-11



lessee.12



Sec. 28.  (1) In order to utilize the incentives allowed in the13



ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the taxpayer shall file an application with the14



director, on a form developed by the director, requesting an agreement.15



(2) The application shall:16



(a) Identify the taxpayer applying for incentives;17



(b) Identify all locations sought to be within the agreement and the18



reason each such location constitutes or is expected to constitute a19



qualified location;20



(c) State the estimated, projected amount of new investment and the21



estimated, projected number of new employees;22



(d) Identify the required levels of employment and investment for23



the various incentives listed within section 32 of this act that will24



govern the agreement. The taxpayer may identify different levels of25



employment and investment until the first December 31 following the end26



of the ramp-up period on a form approved by the director. The identified27



levels of employment and investment will govern all years covered under28



the agreement;29



(e) Identify whether the agreement is for a single qualified30



location, all qualified locations within a county, all qualified31
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locations in more than one county, or all qualified locations within the1



state;2



(f) Acknowledge that the taxpayer understands the requirements for3



offering health coverage, and for reporting the value of such coverage,4



as specified in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act;5



(g) Acknowledge that the taxpayer does not violate any state or6



federal law against discrimination;7



(h) Acknowledge that the taxpayer understands the requirements for8



providing a sufficient package of benefits to its employees as specified9



in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and10



(i) Contain a nonrefundable application fee of five thousand11



dollars. The fee shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for credit to12



the Nebraska Incentives Fund.13



(3) An application must be complete to establish the date of the14



application. An application shall be considered complete once it contains15



the items listed in subsection (2) of this section.16



(4) Once satisfied that the application is consistent with the17



purposes stated in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for one or more qualified18



locations within this state, the director shall approve the application.19



(5) The director shall make his or her determination to approve or20



not approve an application within ninety days after the date of the21



application. If the director requests, by mail or by electronic means,22



additional information or clarification from the taxpayer in order to23



make his or her determination, such ninety-day period shall be tolled24



from the time the director makes the request to the time he or she25



receives the requested information or clarification from the taxpayer.26



The taxpayer and the director may also agree to extend the ninety-day27



period. If the director fails to make his or her determination within the28



prescribed ninety-day period, the application is deemed approved.29



(6) There shall be no new applications for incentives filed under30



this section after December 31, 2030. All complete applications filed on31
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or before December 31, 2030, shall be considered by the director and1



approved if the location or locations and taxpayer qualify for benefits.2



Agreements may be executed with regard to complete applications filed on3



or before December 31, 2030. All agreements pending, approved, or entered4



into before such date shall continue in full force and effect.5



Sec. 29.  (1) Within ninety days after approval of the application,6



the director shall prepare and deliver a written agreement to the7



taxpayer for the taxpayer's signature. The taxpayer and the director8



shall enter into such written agreement. Under the agreement, the9



taxpayer shall agree to increase employment or investment at the10



qualified location or locations, report compensation, wage, and hour data11



at the qualified location or locations to the Department of Revenue12



annually, and report all qualified property at the qualified location or13



locations to the Department of Revenue annually. The director, on behalf14



of the State of Nebraska, shall agree to allow the taxpayer to use the15



incentives contained in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The application, and16



all supporting documentation, to the extent approved, shall be considered17



a part of the agreement. The agreement shall state:18



(a) The qualified location or locations. If a location or locations19



are to be qualified under subsection (2) of section 18 of this act, the20



agreement must include a commitment by the taxpayer that the seventy-five21



percent requirement of such subsection will be met;22



(b) The type of documentation the taxpayer will need to supply to23



support its claim for incentives under the act;24



(c) The date the application was complete;25



(d) The E-verify number or numbers for the qualified location or26



locations provided by the United States Citizenship and Immigration27



Services;28



(e) A requirement that the taxpayer provide any information needed29



by the director or the Tax Commissioner to perform their respective30



responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, in the manner specified31
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by the director or Tax Commissioner;1



(f) A requirement that the taxpayer provide an annually updated2



timetable showing the expected sales and use tax refunds and what year3



they are expected to be claimed, in the manner specified by the Tax4



Commissioner. The timetable shall include both direct refunds due to5



investment and credits taken as sales and use tax refunds as accurately6



as reasonably possible;7



(g) A requirement that the taxpayer update the Tax Commissioner8



annually, with its income tax return or in the manner specified by the9



Tax Commissioner, on any changes in plans or circumstances which it10



reasonably expects will affect the level of new investment and number of11



new employees at the qualified location or locations. If the taxpayer12



fails to comply with this requirement, the Tax Commissioner may defer any13



pending incentive utilization until the taxpayer does comply;14



(h) A requirement that the taxpayer provide information regarding15



the value of health coverage provided to employees during the year who16



are not base-year employees and who are paid the required compensation as17



needed by the director or the Tax Commissioner to perform their18



respective responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, in the manner19



specified by the director or Tax Commissioner;20



(i) A requirement that the taxpayer not violate any state or federal21



law against discrimination; and22



(j) A requirement that the taxpayer offer a sufficient package of23



benefits to the employees employed full-time at the qualified location or24



locations during the year who are not base-year employees and who are25



paid the required compensation. If a taxpayer does not offer a sufficient26



package of benefits to any such employee for any year during the27



performance period, that employee shall not count toward the number of28



new employees for such year. For purposes of this subdivision, benefits29



means nonwage remuneration offered to an employee, including medical and30



dental insurance plans, pension, retirement, and profit-sharing plans,31
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child care services, life insurance coverage, vision insurance coverage,1



disability insurance coverage, and any other nonwage remuneration as2



determined by the director. The director may adopt and promulgate rules3



and regulations to specify what constitutes a sufficient package of4



benefits. In determining what constitutes a sufficient package of5



benefits, the director shall consider (i) benefit packages customarily6



offered in Nebraska by private employers to full-time employees, (ii) the7



impact of the cost of such benefits on the ability to attract new8



employment and investment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, and (iii) the9



costs that employees must bear to obtain benefits not offered by an10



employer.11



(2) The application, the agreement, all supporting information, and12



all other information reported to the director or the Tax Commissioner13



shall be kept confidential by the director and the Tax Commissioner,14



except for the name of the taxpayer, the qualified location or locations15



in the agreement, the estimated amounts of increased employment and16



investment stated in the application, the date of complete application,17



the date the agreement was signed, and the information required to be18



reported by section 38 of this act. The application, the agreement, and19



all supporting information shall be provided by the director to the20



Department of Revenue. The director shall disclose, to any municipalities21



in which project locations exist, the approval of an application and the22



execution of an agreement under this section. The Tax Commissioner shall23



also notify each municipality of the amount and taxpayer identity for24



each refund of local option sales and use taxes of the municipality25



within thirty days after the refund is allowed or approved. Disclosures26



shall be kept confidential by the municipality unless publicly disclosed27



previously by the taxpayer or by the State of Nebraska.28



(3) An agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall have a29



duration of no more than fifteen years. A taxpayer with an existing30



agreement may apply for and receive a new agreement for any qualified31
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location or locations that are not part of an existing agreement under1



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, but cannot apply for a new agreement for a2



qualified location designated in an existing agreement until after the3



end of the performance period for the existing agreement.4



(4) The incentives contained in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be in5



lieu of the tax credits allowed by the Nebraska Advantage Rural6



Development Act for any project. In computing credits under the Nebraska7



Advantage Rural Development Act, any investment or employment which is8



eligible for benefits or used in determining benefits under the ImagiNE9



Nebraska Act shall be subtracted from the increases computed for10



determining the credits under section 77-27,188. New investment or11



employment at a project location that results in the meeting or12



maintenance of the employment or investment requirements, the creation of13



credits, or refunds of taxes under the Nebraska Advantage Act shall not14



be considered new investment or employment for purposes of the ImagiNE15



Nebraska Act. The use of carryover credits under the Nebraska Advantage16



Act, the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Invest Nebraska Act,17



the Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act, or the Quality Jobs Act18



shall not preclude investment and employment from being considered new19



investment or employment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The use of20



property tax exemptions at the project under the Employment and21



Investment Growth Act or the Nebraska Advantage Act does not preclude22



investment not eligible for such property tax exemptions from being23



considered new investment under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.24



Sec. 30.  (1) The taxpayer may request the director to review and25



certify that the location or locations designated in the application are26



qualified locations under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The taxpayer shall27



describe in detail the activities taking place at the location or28



locations or the activities that will be taking place at the location or29



locations. The director shall make the determination based on the30



information provided by the taxpayer. The director must complete the31
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review within ninety days after the request. If the director requests, by1



mail or by electronic means, additional information or clarification from2



the taxpayer in order to make his or her determination, the ninety-day3



period shall be tolled from the time the director makes the request to4



the time he or she receives the requested information or clarification5



from the taxpayer. The taxpayer and the director may also agree to extend6



the ninety-day period. If the director fails to make his or her7



determination within the prescribed ninety-day period, the certification8



is deemed approved for the disclosed activities.9



(2) The taxpayer may request the Tax Commissioner to review and10



certify that the base year employment, compensation, and wage levels are11



as reported by the taxpayer pursuant to subsection (1) of section 29 of12



this act. Upon a request for such review, the Tax Commissioner shall be13



given access to the employment and business records of the proposed14



location or locations, and must complete the review within one hundred15



eighty days after the request. If the Tax Commissioner requests, by mail16



or by electronic means, additional information or clarification from the17



taxpayer in order to make his or her determination, the one-hundred-18



eighty-day period shall be tolled from the time the Tax Commissioner19



makes the request to the time he or she receives the requested20



information or clarification from the taxpayer. The taxpayer and the Tax21



Commissioner may also agree to extend the one-hundred-eighty-day period.22



If the Tax Commissioner fails to make his or her determination within the23



prescribed one-hundred-eighty-day period, the certification is deemed24



approved.25



(3) Upon review, the director may approve, reject, or amend the26



qualified locations sought in the application contingent upon the27



accuracy of the information or plans disclosed by the taxpayer that28



describe the expected activity at the qualified location or locations.29



Upon review, the Tax Commissioner may also approve or amend the base year30



employment, compensation, or wage levels reported pursuant to subsection31
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(1) of section 29 of this act based upon the payroll information and1



other financial records provided by the taxpayer. Once the director or2



Tax Commissioner certifies the qualified location or locations and the3



employment, compensation, and wage levels at the qualified location or4



locations, the certification is binding on the Department of Revenue when5



the taxpayer claims benefits on a return to the extent the activities6



performed at the location or locations are as described in the7



application, the information and plans provided by the taxpayer were8



accurate, and the base year information is not affected by transfers of9



employees from another location in Nebraska, the acquisition of a10



business, or moving businesses or entities to or from the qualified11



location or locations.12



(4) If the taxpayer does not request review and certification of13



whether the designated location or locations are qualified, or the base14



year employment, compensation, and wage levels, those items are subject15



to later audit by the Department of Revenue.16



Sec. 31.  The following transactions or activities shall not create17



any credits or allow any benefits under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act except18



as specifically allowed by this section:19



(1) The acquisition of a business after the date of application20



which is continued by the taxpayer as a part of the agreement and which21



was operated in this state during the three hundred sixty-six days prior22



to the date of acquisition. All employees of the entities added to the23



taxpayer by the acquisition during the three hundred sixty-six days prior24



to the date of acquisition shall be considered employees during the base25



year. Any investment prior to the date of acquisition made by the26



entities added to the taxpayer by the acquisition or any investment in27



the acquisition of such business shall be considered as being made before28



the date of application;29



(2) The moving of a business from one location to another, which30



business was operated in this state during the three hundred sixty-six31
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days prior to the date of application. All employees of the business1



during such three hundred sixty-six days shall be considered base-year2



employees;3



(3) The purchase or lease of any property which was previously owned4



by the taxpayer or a related person. The first purchase by either the5



taxpayer or a related person shall be treated as investment if the item6



was first placed in service in the state after the date of the7



application;8



(4) The renegotiation of any lease in existence on the date of9



application which does not materially change any of the terms of the10



lease, other than the expiration date, shall be presumed to be a11



transaction entered into for the purpose of generating benefits under the12



act and shall not be allowed in the computation of any benefit or the13



meeting of any required levels under the agreement;14



(5) Any purchase or lease of property from a related person, except15



that the taxpayer will be allowed any benefits under the act to which the16



related person would have been entitled on the purchase or lease of the17



property if the related person was considered the taxpayer;18



(6) Any transaction entered into primarily for the purpose of19



receiving benefits under the act which is without a business purpose and20



does not result in increased economic activity in the state; and21



(7) Any activity that results in benefits under the Ethanol22



Development Act.23



Sec. 32.  (1) A taxpayer shall be entitled to the sales and use tax24



incentives contained in subsection (2) of this section if the taxpayer:25



(a) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at26



least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new employees at the27



qualified location or locations before the end of the ramp-up period;28



(b) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at29



least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least two hundred30



fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations before the end31
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of the ramp-up period; or1



(c) Attains a cumulative investment in qualified property of at2



least fifty million dollars at the qualified location or locations before3



the end of the ramp-up period. To receive incentives under this4



subdivision, the taxpayer must meet the following conditions:5



(i) The average compensation of the taxpayer's employees at the6



qualified location or locations for each year of the performance period7



must equal at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide8



median hourly wage for the year of application; and9



(ii) The taxpayer must offer to its employees who constitute full-10



time employees as defined and described in section 4980H of the Internal11



Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such section,12



at the qualified location or locations for each year of the performance13



period, the opportunity to enroll in minimum essential coverage under an14



eligible employer-sponsored plan, as those terms are defined and15



described in section 5000A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as16



amended, and the regulations for such section.17



(2) A taxpayer meeting the requirements of subsection (1) of this18



section shall be entitled to the following sales and use tax incentives:19



(a) A refund of all sales and use taxes paid under the Local Option20



Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the Qualified Judgment21



Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 from the date of22



the complete application through the meeting of the required levels of23



employment and investment for all purchases, including rentals, of:24



(i) Qualified property used at the qualified location or locations;25



(ii) Property, excluding motor vehicles, based in this state and26



used in both this state and another state in connection with the27



qualified location or locations except when any such property is to be28



used for fundraising for or for the transportation of an elected29



official;30



(iii) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson31
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after appointment as a purchasing agent of the owner of the improvement1



to real estate when such property is incorporated into real estate at the2



qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on fifty3



percent of the contract price, excluding any land, as the cost of4



materials subject to the sales and use tax;5



(iv) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson6



after appointment as a purchasing agent of the taxpayer when such7



property is annexed to, but not incorporated into, real estate at the8



qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on the cost of9



materials subject to the sales and use tax that were annexed to real10



estate; and11



(v) Tangible personal property by a contractor or repairperson after12



appointment as a purchasing agent of the taxpayer when such property is13



both (A) incorporated into real estate at the qualified location or14



locations and (B) annexed to, but not incorporated into, real estate at15



the qualified location or locations. The refund shall be based on fifty16



percent of the contract price, excluding any land, as the cost of17



materials subject to the sales and use tax; and18



(b) An exemption from all sales and use taxes under the Local Option19



Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the Qualified Judgment20



Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 on the types of21



purchases, including rentals, listed in subdivision (a) of this22



subsection for such purchases, including rentals, occurring during each23



year of the performance period in which the taxpayer is at or above the24



required levels of employment and investment, except that the exemption25



shall be for the actual materials purchased with respect to subdivisions26



(2)(a)(iii), (iv), and (v) of this section. The Tax Commissioner shall27



issue such rules, regulations, certificates, and forms as are appropriate28



to implement the efficient use of this exemption.29



(3)(a) Upon execution of the agreement, the taxpayer shall be issued30



a direct payment permit under section 77-2705.01, notwithstanding the31
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three million dollars in purchases limitation in subsection (1) of1



section 77-2705.01, for each qualified location specified in the2



agreement, unless the taxpayer has opted out of this requirement in the3



agreement. For any taxpayer who is issued a direct payment permit, until4



such taxpayer makes the investment in qualified property and hires the5



new employees at the qualified location or locations as specified in6



subsection (1) of this section, the taxpayer must pay and remit any7



applicable sales and use taxes as required by the Tax Commissioner.8



(b) If the taxpayer makes the investment in qualified property and9



hires the new employees at the qualified location or locations as10



specified in subsection (1) of this section, the taxpayer shall receive11



the sales tax refunds described in subdivision (2)(a) of this section.12



For any year in which the taxpayer is not at the required levels of13



employment and investment, the taxpayer shall report all sales and use14



taxes owed for the period on the taxpayer's income tax return for the15



year.16



(4) The taxpayer shall be entitled to one of the following credits17



for payment of wages to new employees:18



(a) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified19



property of at least one million dollars and hires at least five new20



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the21



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to four22



percent times the average wage of new employees times the number of new23



employees if the average wage of the new employees equals at least the24



Nebraska ninety-county median hourly wage for the year of application.25



Wages in excess of one million dollars paid to any one employee during26



the year shall be excluded from the calculations under this subdivision;27



(b) If a taxpayer hires at least twenty new employees at the28



qualified location or locations before the end of the ramp-up period, the29



taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to five percent times the30



average wage of new employees times the number of new employees if the31
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average wage of the new employees equals at least one hundred percent of1



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.2



The credit shall equal seven percent times the average wage of new3



employees times the number of new employees if the average wage of the4



new employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska5



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit6



shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new employees times7



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees8



equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the Nebraska9



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit10



shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees times11



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees12



equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median13



hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one million14



dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be excluded from15



the calculations under this subdivision;16



(c) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified17



property of at least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new18



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the19



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to five20



percent times the average wage of new employees times the number of new21



employees if the average wage of the new employees equals at least one22



hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year23



of application. The credit shall equal seven percent times the average24



wage of new employees times the number of new employees if the average25



wage of the new employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of26



the Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application.27



The credit shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new28



employees times the number of new employees if the average wage of the29



new employees equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the30



Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-22-











credit shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees1



times the number of new employees if the average wage of the new2



employees equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide3



median hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one4



million dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be5



excluded from the calculations under this subdivision; or6



(d) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified7



property of at least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least8



two hundred fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations9



before the end of the ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a10



credit equal to seven percent times the average wage of new employees11



times the number of new employees if the average wage of the new12



employees equals at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska13



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit14



shall equal nine percent times the average wage of new employees times15



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees16



equals at least one hundred seventy-five percent of the Nebraska17



statewide median hourly wage for the year of application. The credit18



shall equal twelve percent times the average wage of new employees times19



the number of new employees if the average wage of the new employees20



equals at least two hundred percent of the Nebraska statewide median21



hourly wage for the year of application. Wages in excess of one million22



dollars paid to any one employee during the year shall be excluded from23



the calculations under this subdivision.24



(5) The taxpayer shall be entitled to one of the following credits25



for new investment:26



(a) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified27



property of at least one million dollars and hires at least five new28



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the29



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to four30



percent of the investment made in qualified property at the qualified31
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location or locations;1



(b) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified2



property of at least five million dollars and hires at least thirty new3



employees at the qualified location or locations before the end of the4



ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a credit equal to seven5



percent of the investment made in qualified property at the qualified6



location or locations; or7



(c) If a taxpayer attains a cumulative investment in qualified8



property of at least two hundred fifty million dollars and hires at least9



two hundred fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations10



before the end of the ramp-up period, the taxpayer shall be entitled to a11



credit equal to seven percent of the investment made in qualified12



property at the qualified location or locations.13



(6)(a) The credit percentages prescribed in subsections (4) and (5)14



of this section shall be increased by one percentage point for wages paid15



and investments made at qualified locations in an extremely blighted16



area. For purposes of this subdivision, extremely blighted area means an17



area which, before the end of the ramp-up period, has been declared an18



extremely blighted area under section 18-2101.02.19



(b) The credit percentages prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of20



this section shall be increased by one percentage point if the taxpayer:21



(i) Is a benefit corporation as defined in section 21-403 and has22



been such a corporation for at least one year prior to submitting an23



application under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and24



(ii) Remains a benefit corporation as defined in section 21-403 for25



the duration of the taxpayer's agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.26



(c) A taxpayer may, if qualified, receive one or both of the27



increases provided in this subsection.28



(7)(a) The credits prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of this29



section shall be allowable for wages paid and investments made during30



each year of the performance period that the taxpayer is at or above the31
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required levels of employment and investment.1



(b) The credits prescribed in subsection (5) of this section shall2



also be allowable during the first year of the performance period for3



investment in qualified property at the qualified location or locations4



after the date of the complete application and before the beginning of5



the performance period.6



(8)(a) Property described in subdivision (8)(c) of this section used7



at the qualified location or locations, whether purchased or leased, and8



placed in service by the taxpayer after the date of the complete9



application, shall constitute separate classes of property and are10



eligible for exemption under the conditions and for the time periods11



provided in subdivision (8)(b) of this section.12



(b) A taxpayer shall receive the exemption of property in13



subdivision (8)(c) of this section if the taxpayer attains one of the14



following employment and investment levels: (i) Cumulative investment in15



qualified property of at least five million dollars and the hiring of at16



least thirty new employees at the qualified location or locations before17



the end of the ramp-up period; (ii) cumulative investment in qualified18



property of at least fifty million dollars at the qualified location or19



locations before the end of the ramp-up period, provided the average20



compensation of the taxpayer's employees at the qualified location or21



locations for the year in which such investment level was attained equals22



at least one hundred fifty percent of the Nebraska statewide median23



hourly wage for the year of application and the taxpayer offers to its24



employees who constitute full-time employees as defined and described in25



section 4980H of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the26



regulations for such section, at the qualified location or locations for27



the year in which such investment level was attained, the opportunity to28



enroll in minimum essential coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored29



plan, as those terms are defined and described in section 5000A of the30



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the regulations for such31
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section; or (iii) cumulative investment in qualified property of at least1



two hundred fifty million dollars and the hiring of at least two hundred2



fifty new employees at the qualified location or locations before the end3



of the ramp-up period. Such property shall be eligible for the exemption4



from the first January 1 following the end of the year during which the5



required levels were exceeded through the ninth December 31 after the6



first year property included in subdivision (8)(c) of this section7



qualifies for the exemption, except that for a taxpayer who has filed an8



application under NAICS code 518210 for Data Processing, Hosting, and9



Related Services and who files a separate sequential application for the10



same NAICS code for which the ramp-up period begins with the year11



immediately after the end of the previous project's performance period or12



a taxpayer who has a project qualifying under subdivision (1)(b)(ii) of13



section 77-5725 and who files a separate sequential application for NAICS14



code 518210 for Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services for which15



the ramp-up period begins with the year immediately after the end of the16



previous project's entitlement period, such property described in17



subdivision (8)(c)(i) of this section shall be eligible for the exemption18



from the first January 1 following the placement in service of such19



property through the ninth December 31 after the year the first claim for20



exemption is approved.21



(c) The following personal property used at the qualified location22



or locations, whether purchased or leased, and placed in service by the23



taxpayer after the date of the complete application shall constitute24



separate classes of personal property:25



(i) All personal property that constitutes a data center if the26



taxpayer qualifies under subdivision (8)(b)(i) or (8)(b)(ii) of this27



section;28



(ii) Business equipment that is located at a qualified location or29



locations and that is involved directly in the manufacture or processing30



of agricultural products if the taxpayer qualifies under subdivision (8)31
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(b)(i) or (8)(b)(ii) of this section; or1



(iii) All personal property if the taxpayer qualifies under2



subdivision (8)(b)(iii) of this section.3



(d) In order to receive the property tax exemptions allowed by4



subdivision (8)(c) of this section, the taxpayer shall annually file a5



claim for exemption with the Tax Commissioner on or before May 1. The6



form and supporting schedules shall be prescribed by the Tax Commissioner7



and shall list all property for which exemption is being sought under8



this section. A separate claim for exemption must be filed for each9



agreement and each county in which property is claimed to be exempt. A10



copy of this form must also be filed with the county assessor in each11



county in which the applicant is requesting exemption. The Tax12



Commissioner shall determine whether a taxpayer is eligible to obtain13



exemption for personal property based on the criteria for exemption and14



the eligibility of each item listed for exemption and, on or before15



August 1, certify such determination to the taxpayer and to the affected16



county assessor.17



(9) The taxpayer shall, on or before the receipt or use of any18



incentives under this section, pay to the director a fee of one-half19



percent of such incentives, except for the exemption on personal20



property, for administering the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, except that the fee21



on any sales tax exemption may be paid by the taxpayer with the filing of22



its sales and use tax return. Such fee may be paid by direct payment to23



the director or through withholding of available refunds. A credit shall24



be allowed against such fee for the amount of the fee paid with the25



application. All fees collected under this subsection shall be remitted26



to the State Treasurer for credit to the ImagiNE Nebraska Cash Fund,27



which fund is hereby created. The fund shall consist of fees credited28



under this subsection and any other money appropriated to the fund by the29



Legislature. The fund shall be administered by the Department of Economic30



Development and shall be used for administration of the ImagiNE Nebraska31
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Act. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by1



the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion2



Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.3



Sec. 33.  (1)(a) The credits prescribed in section 32 of this act4



for a year shall be established by filing the forms required by the Tax5



Commissioner with the income tax return for the taxable year which6



includes the end of the year the credits were earned. The credits may be7



used and shall be applied in the order in which they were first allowable8



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. To the extent the taxpayer has credits9



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the Employment and Investment Growth10



Act still available for use in a year or years which overlap the11



performance period or carryover period of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, the12



credits may be used and shall be applied in the order in which they were13



first allowable, and when there are credits of the same age, the older14



tax incentive program's credits shall be applied first. The credits may15



be used after any other nonrefundable credits to reduce the taxpayer's16



income tax liability imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135. Credits17



may be used beginning with the taxable year which includes December 31 of18



the year the required minimum levels were reached. The last year for19



which credits may be used is the taxable year which includes December 3120



of the last year of the carryover period. Any decision on how part of the21



credit is applied shall not limit how the remaining credit could be22



applied under this section.23



(b) The taxpayer may use the credit provided in subsection (4) of24



section 32 of this act to reduce the taxpayer's income tax withholding25



employer or payor tax liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757, or to26



reduce a qualified employee leasing company's income tax withholding27



employer or payor tax liability under such sections, when the taxpayer is28



the client-lessee of such company, to the extent such liability is29



attributable to the number of new employees employed at the qualified30



location or locations, excluding any wages in excess of one million31
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dollars paid to any one employee during the year. To the extent of the1



credit used, such withholding shall not constitute public funds or state2



tax revenue and shall not constitute a trust fund or be owned by the3



state. The use by the taxpayer or the qualified employee leasing company4



of the credit shall not change the amount that otherwise would be5



reported by the taxpayer, or such qualified employee leasing company, to6



the employee under section 77-2754 as income tax withheld and shall not7



reduce the amount that otherwise would be allowed by the state as a8



refundable credit on an employee's income tax return as income tax9



withheld under section 77-2755. The amount of credits used against income10



tax withholding shall not exceed the withholding attributable to the11



number of new employees employed at the qualified location or locations,12



excluding any wages in excess of one million dollars paid to any one13



employee during the year. If the amount of credit used by the taxpayer or14



the qualified employee leasing company against income tax withholding15



exceeds such amount, the excess withholding shall be returned to the16



Department of Revenue in the manner provided in section 77-2756, such17



excess amount returned shall be considered unused, and the amount of18



unused credits may be used as otherwise permitted in this section or19



shall carry over to the extent authorized in subdivision (1)(g) of this20



section.21



(c) Credits may be used to obtain a refund of sales and use taxes22



under the Local Option Revenue Act, the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the23



Qualified Judgment Payment Act, and sections 13-319, 13-324, and 13-281324



which are not subject to direct refund under section 32 of this act that25



are paid on purchases, including rentals, for use at a qualified26



location.27



(d) The credits provided in subsections (4) and (5) of section 32 of28



this act may be used to repay a loan for job training or infrastructure29



development as provided in section 42 of this act.30



(e) Credits may be used to obtain a payment from the state equal to31
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the amount which the taxpayer demonstrates to the director was paid by1



the taxpayer after the date of the complete application for job training2



and talent recruitment of employees who qualify in the number of new3



employees, to the extent that proceeds from a loan described in section4



42 of this act were not used to make such payments. For purposes of this5



subdivision:6



(i) Job training means training for a prospective or new employee7



that is provided after the date of the complete application by a Nebraska8



nonprofit college or university, a Nebraska public or private secondary9



school, a Nebraska educational service unit, or a company that is not a10



member of the taxpayer's unitary group or a related person to the11



taxpayer; and12



(ii) Talent recruitment means talent recruitment activities that13



result in a newly recruited employee who is hired by the taxpayer after14



the date of the complete application and who is paid compensation during15



the year of hire at a rate equal to at least one hundred percent of the16



Nebraska statewide median hourly wage for the year of application,17



including marketing, relocation expenses, and search firm fees. Talent18



recruitment payments that may be reimbursed include, without limitation,19



payment by the taxpayer, without repayment by the employee, of an20



employee's student loans, an employee's tuition, and an employee's down21



payment on a primary residence in Nebraska. Talent recruitment payments22



that may be reimbursed shall not include payments for the recruitment of23



a person who constitutes a related person to the taxpayer when the24



taxpayer is an individual or recruitment of a person who constitutes a25



related person to an owner of the taxpayer when the taxpayer is a26



partnership, a limited liability company, or a subchapter S corporation.27



(f) The credits provided in subsections (4) and (5) of section 32 of28



this act may be used to obtain a payment from the state equal to the29



amount which the taxpayer demonstrates to the director was paid by the30



taxpayer for child care utilized by employees at the qualified location31
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or locations during the performance period and the carryover period.1



(g) Credits may be carried over until fully utilized through the end2



of the carryover period.3



(2)(a) No refund claims shall be filed until after the required4



levels of employment and investment have been met.5



(b) Refund claims shall be filed no more than once each quarter for6



refunds under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, except that any claim for a7



refund in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars may be filed at any8



time.9



(c) Refund claims for materials purchased by a purchasing agent10



shall include:11



(i) A copy of the purchasing agent appointment;12



(ii) The contract price; and13



(iii)(A) For refunds under subdivision (2)(a)(iii) or (2)(a)(v) of14



section 32 of this act, a certification by the contractor or repairperson15



of the percentage of the materials incorporated into or annexed to the16



qualified location on which sales and use taxes were paid to Nebraska17



after appointment as purchasing agent; or18



(B) For refunds under subdivision (2)(a)(iv) of section 32 of this19



act, a certification by the contractor or repairperson of the percentage20



of the contract price that represents the cost of materials annexed to21



the qualified location and the percentage of the materials annexed to the22



qualified location on which sales and use taxes were paid to Nebraska23



after appointment as purchasing agent.24



(d) All refund claims shall be filed, processed, and allowed as any25



other claim under section 77-2708, except that the amounts allowed to be26



refunded under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be deemed to be27



overpayments and shall be refunded notwithstanding any limitation in28



subdivision (2)(a) of section 77-2708. The refund may be allowed if the29



claim is filed within three years from the end of the year the required30



levels of employment and investment are met or within the period set31
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forth in section 77-2708. Refunds shall be paid by the Tax Commissioner1



within one hundred eighty days after receipt of the refund claim. Such2



payments shall be subject to later recovery by the Tax Commissioner upon3



audit.4



(e) If a claim for a refund of sales and use taxes under the Local5



Option Revenue Act, the Qualified Judgment Payment Act, or sections6



13-319, 13-324, and 13-2813 of more than twenty-five thousand dollars is7



filed by June 15 of a given year, the refund shall be made on or after8



November 15 of the same year. If such a claim is filed on or after June9



16 of a given year, the refund shall not be made until on or after10



November 15 of the following year. The Tax Commissioner shall notify the11



affected city, village, county, or municipal county of the amount of12



refund claims of sales and use taxes under the Local Option Revenue Act,13



the Qualified Judgment Payment Act, or sections 13-319, 13-324, and14



13-2813 that are in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars on or before15



July 1 of the year before the claims will be paid under this section.16



(f) For refunds of sales and use taxes under the Local Option17



Revenue Act, the deductions made by the Tax Commissioner for such refunds18



shall be delayed in accordance with section 77-27,144.19



(g) Interest shall not be allowed on any taxes refunded under the20



ImagiNE Nebraska Act.21



(3) The appointment of purchasing agents shall be recognized for the22



purpose of changing the status of a contractor or repairperson as the23



ultimate consumer of tangible personal property purchased after the date24



of the appointment which is physically incorporated into or annexed at a25



qualified location and becomes the property of the owner of the26



improvement to real estate or the taxpayer. The purchasing agent shall be27



jointly liable for the payment of the sales and use tax on the purchases28



with the owner of the property.29



(4) The determination of whether the application is complete,30



whether a location is a qualified location, and whether to approve the31
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application and sign the agreement shall be made by the director. All1



other interpretations of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be made by the2



Tax Commissioner. The Commissioner of Labor shall provide the director3



with such information as the Department of Labor regularly receives with4



respect to the taxpayer which the director requests from the Commissioner5



of Labor in order to fulfill the director's duties under the act. The6



director shall use such information to achieve efficiency in the7



administration of the act.8



(5) Once the director and the taxpayer have signed the agreement9



under section 29 of this act, the taxpayer, and its owners or members10



where applicable, may report and claim and shall receive all incentives11



allowed by the ImagiNE Nebraska Act without waiting for a determination12



by the director or the Tax Commissioner or other taxing authority that13



the taxpayer has met the required employment and investment levels or14



otherwise qualifies, has qualified, or continues to qualify for such15



incentives, provided that the tax return or claim has been signed by an16



owner, member, manager, or officer of the taxpayer who declares under17



penalties of perjury that he or she has examined the tax return or claim,18



including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of his19



or her knowledge and belief (a) the tax return or claim is correct and20



complete in all material respects, (b) payment of the claim has not been21



previously made by the state to the taxpayer, and (c) with respect to22



sales or use tax refund claims, the taxpayer has not claimed or received23



a refund of such tax from a retailer. The payment or allowance of such a24



claim shall not prevent the director or the Tax Commissioner or other25



taxing authority from recovering such payment, exemption, or allowance,26



within the normal period provided by law, subject to normal appeal rights27



of a taxpayer, if the director or Tax Commissioner or other taxing28



authority determines upon review or audit that the taxpayer did not29



qualify for such incentive or exemption.30



(6) An audit of employment and investment thresholds and incentive31
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amounts shall be made by the Tax Commissioner to the extent and in the1



manner determined by the Tax Commissioner. Upon request by the director2



or the Tax Commissioner, the Commissioner of Labor shall report to the3



director and the Tax Commissioner the employment data regularly reported4



to the Department of Labor relating to number of employees and wages paid5



for each taxpayer. The director and Tax Commissioner, to the extent they6



determine appropriate, shall use such information to achieve efficiency7



in the administration of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The Tax Commissioner8



may recover any refund or part thereof which is erroneously made and any9



credit or part thereof which is erroneously allowed by issuing a10



deficiency determination within three years from the date of refund or11



credit or within the period otherwise allowed for issuing a deficiency12



determination, whichever expires later. The director shall not enter into13



an agreement with any taxpayer unless the taxpayer agrees to14



electronically verify the work eligibility status of all newly hired15



employees employed in Nebraska within ninety days after the date of hire.16



For purposes of calculating any tax incentive under the act, the hours17



worked and compensation paid to an employee who has not been18



electronically verified or who is not eligible to work in Nebraska shall19



be excluded.20



(7) A determination by the director that a location is not a21



qualified location or a determination by the Tax Commissioner that a22



taxpayer has failed to meet or maintain the required levels of employment23



or investment for incentives, exemptions, or recapture, or does not24



otherwise qualify for incentives or exemptions, may be protested by the25



taxpayer to the Tax Commissioner within sixty days after the mailing to26



the taxpayer of the written notice of the proposed determination by the27



director or the Tax Commissioner, as applicable. If the notice of28



proposed determination is not protested in writing by the taxpayer within29



the sixty-day period, the proposed determination is a final30



determination. If the notice is protested, the Tax Commissioner, after a31
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formal hearing by the Tax Commissioner or by an independent hearing1



officer appointed by the Tax Commissioner, if requested by the taxpayer2



in such protest, shall issue a written order resolving such protest. The3



written order of the Tax Commissioner resolving a protest may be appealed4



to the district court of Lancaster County in accordance with the5



Administrative Procedure Act within thirty days after the issuance of the6



order.7



Sec. 34.  (1) If the taxpayer fails to maintain employment and8



investment levels at or above the levels required in the agreement for9



the entire performance period, all or a portion of the incentives set10



forth in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be recaptured or disallowed. For11



purposes of this section, the average compensation and health coverage12



requirements of subdivision (1)(c) of section 32 of this act shall be13



treated as a required level of employment for each year of the14



performance period.15



(2) In the case of a taxpayer who has failed to maintain the16



required levels of employment or investment for the entire performance17



period, any reduction in the personal property tax, any refunds in tax or18



exemptions from tax allowed under section 32 of this act, and any refunds19



or reduction in tax allowed because of the use of a credit allowed under20



section 32 of this act shall be partially recaptured from either the21



taxpayer, the owner of the improvement to real estate, or the qualified22



employee leasing company, and any carryovers of credits shall be23



partially disallowed. The amount of the recapture for each benefit shall24



be a percentage equal to the number of years the taxpayer did not25



maintain the required levels of investment or employment divided by the26



number of years of the performance period multiplied by the refunds,27



exemptions or reductions in tax allowed, reduction in personal property28



tax, credits used, and the remaining carryovers. In addition, the last29



remaining year of personal property tax exemption shall be disallowed for30



each year the taxpayer did not maintain the qualified location or31
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locations at or above the required levels of employment or investment.1



(3) If the taxpayer receives any refunds, exemptions, or reduction2



in tax to which the taxpayer was not entitled or which were in excess of3



the amount to which the taxpayer was entitled, the refund, exemptions, or4



reduction in tax shall be recaptured separate from any other recapture5



otherwise required by this section. Any amount recaptured under this6



subsection shall be excluded from the amounts subject to recapture under7



other subsections of this section.8



(4) Any refunds, exemptions, or reduction in tax due, to the extent9



required to be recaptured, shall be deemed to be an underpayment of the10



tax and shall be immediately due and payable. When tax benefits were11



received in more than one year, the tax benefits received in the most12



recent year shall be recovered first and then the benefits received in13



earlier years up to the extent of the required recapture.14



(5)(a) Any personal property tax that would have been due except for15



the exemption allowed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, to the extent it16



becomes due under this section, shall be considered delinquent and shall17



be immediately due and payable to the county or counties in which the18



property was located when exempted.19



(b) All amounts received by a county under this section shall be20



allocated to each taxing unit levying taxes on tangible personal property21



in the county in the same proportion that the levy on tangible personal22



property of such taxing unit bears to the total levy of all of such23



taxing units.24



(6) Notwithstanding any other limitations contained in the laws of25



this state, collection of any taxes deemed to be underpayments by this26



section shall be allowed for a period of three years after the end of the27



performance period or three calendar years after the benefit was allowed,28



whichever is later.29



(7) Any amounts due under this section shall be recaptured30



notwithstanding other allowable credits and shall not be subsequently31
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refunded under any provision of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act unless the1



recapture was in error.2



(8) The recapture required by this section shall not occur if the3



failure to maintain the required levels of employment or investment was4



caused by an act of God or national emergency.5



Sec. 35.  (1) The incentives allowed under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act6



shall not be transferable except in the following situations:7



(a) Any credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability8



company, a subchapter S corporation, a cooperative, including a9



cooperative exempt under section 521 of the Internal Revenue Code of10



1986, as amended, a limited cooperative association, or an estate or11



trust may be distributed to the partners, members, shareholders, patrons,12



or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is distributed for use13



against their income tax liabilities, and such partners, members,14



shareholders, or beneficiaries shall be deemed to have made an15



underpayment of their income taxes for any recapture required by section16



34 of this act. A credit distributed shall be considered a credit used17



and the partnership, limited liability company, subchapter S corporation,18



cooperative, including a cooperative exempt under section 521 of the19



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, limited cooperative20



association, estate, or trust shall be liable for any repayment required21



by section 34 of this act;22



(b) The credit prescribed in subsection (4) of section 32 of this23



act may be transferred to a qualified employee leasing company from a24



taxpayer who is a client-lessee of the qualified employee leasing company25



with employees performing services at the qualified location or locations26



of the client-lessee. The credits transferred must be designated for a27



specific year and cannot be carried forward by the qualified employee28



leasing company. The credits may only be used by the qualified employee29



leasing company to offset the income tax withholding or payor tax30



liability under section 77-2756 or 77-2757 for withholding for employees31
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performing services for the client-lessee at the qualified location or1



locations. The offset to such withholding or payor tax liability must be2



computed in accordance with subdivision (1)(b) of section 33 of this act3



based on wages paid to the employees by the qualified employee leasing4



company, and not the amount paid to the qualified employee leasing5



company by the client-lessee; and6



(c) The incentives previously allowed and the future allowance of7



incentives may be transferred when an agreement is transferred in its8



entirety by sale or lease to another taxpayer or in an acquisition of9



assets qualifying under section 381 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,10



as amended.11



(2) The acquiring taxpayer, as of the date of notification to the12



director of the completed transfer, shall be entitled to any unused13



credits and to any future incentives allowable under the act.14



(3) The acquiring taxpayer shall be liable for any recapture that15



becomes due after the date of the transfer for the repayment of any16



benefits received either before or after the transfer.17



(4) If a taxpayer dies and there is a credit remaining after the18



filing of the final return for the taxpayer, the personal representative19



shall determine the distribution of the credit or any remaining carryover20



with the initial fiduciary return filed for the estate. The determination21



of the distribution of the credit may be changed only after obtaining the22



permission of the director.23



(5) The director may disclose information to the acquiring taxpayer24



about the agreement and prior benefits that is reasonably necessary to25



determine the future incentives and liabilities of the taxpayer.26



Sec. 36.  Interest shall not be allowable on any refunds paid27



because of benefits earned under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.28



Sec. 37.  (1) Any complete application shall be considered a valid29



application on the date submitted for the purposes of the ImagiNE30



Nebraska Act.31
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(2) The director shall be allowed access, by the Tax Commissioner,1



to information associated with the Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska2



Advantage Rural Development Act, and the Employment and Investment Growth3



Act to meet the director's obligations under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.4



(3) The director may contract with the Tax Commissioner for services5



that the director determines are necessary to fulfill the director's6



responsibilities under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, other than services7



which constitute the actual actions and decisions required to be taken or8



made by the director under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.9



(4) The Tax Commissioner shall develop and maintain an electronic10



application and reporting system to be used by the director and Tax11



Commissioner to administer the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.12



Sec. 38.  (1) Beginning in 2021, the director and the Tax13



Commissioner shall jointly submit electronically an annual report for the14



previous fiscal year to the Legislature no later than October 31 of each15



year. The report shall be on a fiscal year, accrual basis that satisfies16



the requirements set by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. The17



Department of Economic Development and the Department of Revenue shall18



together, on or before December 15 of each year, appear at a joint19



hearing of the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature and the20



Revenue Committee of the Legislature and present the report. Any21



supplemental information requested by three or more committee members22



shall be presented within thirty days after the request.23



(2) The report shall list (a) the agreements which have been signed24



during the previous year, (b) the agreements which are still in effect,25



(c) the identity of each taxpayer who is party to an agreement, and (d)26



the qualified location or locations.27



(3) The report shall also state, for taxpayers who are parties to28



agreements, by industry group (a) the specific incentive options applied29



for under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, (b) the refunds and reductions in tax30



allowed on the investment, (c) the credits earned, (d) the credits used31
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to reduce the corporate income tax and the credits used to reduce the1



individual income tax, (e) the credits used to obtain sales and use tax2



refunds, (f) the credits used against withholding liability, (g) the3



credits used for job training, (h) the credits used for infrastructure4



development, (i) the number of jobs created under the act, (j) the5



expansion of capital investment, (k) the estimated wage levels of jobs6



created under the act subsequent to the application date, (l) the total7



number of qualified applicants, (m) the projected future state revenue8



gains and losses, (n) the sales tax refunds owed, (o) the credits9



outstanding under the act, (p) the value of personal property exempted by10



class in each county under the act, (q) the total amount of the payments,11



(r) the amount of workforce training and infrastructure development loans12



issued, outstanding, repaid, and delinquent, and (s) the value of health13



coverage provided to employees at qualified locations during the year who14



are not base-year employees and who are paid the required compensation.15



The report shall include the estimate of the amount of sales and use tax16



refunds to be paid and tax credits to be used as were required for the17



October forecast under section 40 of this act.18



(4) In estimating the projected future state revenue gains and19



losses, the report shall detail the methodology utilized, state the20



economic multipliers and industry multipliers used to determine the21



amount of economic growth and positive tax revenue, describe the analysis22



used to determine the percentage of new jobs attributable to the ImagiNE23



Nebraska Act, and identify limitations that are inherent in the analysis24



method.25



(5) The report shall provide an explanation of the audit and review26



processes of the Department of Economic Development and the Department of27



Revenue, as applicable, in approving and rejecting applications or the28



grant of incentives and in enforcing incentive recapture. The report29



shall also specify the median period of time between the date of30



application and the date the agreement is executed for all agreements31
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executed by December 31 of the prior year.1



(6) The report shall provide information on agreement-specific total2



incentives used every two years for each agreement. The report shall3



disclose (a) the identity of the taxpayer, (b) the qualified location or4



locations, and (c) the total credits used and refunds approved during the5



immediately preceding two years expressed as a single, aggregated total.6



The incentive information required to be reported under this subsection7



shall not be reported for the first year the taxpayer attains the8



required employment and investment thresholds. The information on first-9



year incentives used shall be combined with and reported as part of the10



second year. Thereafter, the information on incentives used for11



succeeding years shall be reported for each agreement every two years12



containing information on two years of credits used and refunds approved.13



The incentives used shall include incentives which have been approved by14



the director or Tax Commissioner, as applicable, but not necessarily15



received, during the previous two years.16



(7) The report shall include an executive summary which shows17



aggregate information for all agreements for which the information on18



incentives used in subsection (6) of this section is reported as follows:19



(a) The total incentives used by all taxpayers for agreements detailed in20



subsection (6) of this section during the previous two years; (b) the21



number of agreements; (c) the new jobs at the qualified location or22



locations for which credits have been granted; (d) the average23



compensation paid to employees in the state in the year of application24



and for the new jobs at the qualified location or locations; and (e) the25



total investment for which incentives were granted. The executive summary26



shall summarize the number of states which grant investment tax credits,27



job tax credits, sales and use tax refunds for qualified investment, and28



personal property tax exemptions and the investment and employment29



requirements under which they may be granted.30



(8) No information shall be provided in the report or in31
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supplemental information that is protected by state or federal1



confidentiality laws.2



Sec. 39.  Except as otherwise stated in the ImagiNE Nebraska Act,3



the director, with input from the Tax Commissioner, may adopt and4



promulgate all procedures and rules and regulations necessary to carry5



out the purposes of the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



Sec. 40.  (1) The Department of Economic Development and the7



Department of Revenue shall jointly, on or before the fifteenth day of8



October and February of every year and the fifteenth day of April in odd-9



numbered years, make an estimate of the amount of sales and use tax10



refunds to be paid and tax credits to be used under the ImagiNE Nebraska11



Act during the fiscal years to be forecast under section 77-27,158. The12



estimate shall be based on the most recent data available, including13



pending and approved applications and updates thereof as are required by14



subdivision (1)(f) of section 29 of this act. The estimate shall be15



forwarded to the Legislative Fiscal Analyst and the Nebraska Economic16



Forecasting Advisory Board and made a part of the advisory forecast17



required by section 77-27,158.18



(2)(a) In addition to the estimates required under subsection (1) of19



this section, the Department of Economic Development shall, on or before20



the fifteenth day of October and February of every year, make an estimate21



of the amount of sales and use tax refunds to be paid and tax credits to22



be used under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for each of the upcoming three23



calendar years and shall report such estimate electronically to the24



Legislature. The estimate shall be based on the most recent data25



available, including pending and approved applications and updates26



thereof as are required by subdivision (1)(f) of section 29 of this act.27



If the estimate for any such calendar year exceeds the base authority:28



(i) The Department of Economic Development shall prepare an analysis29



explaining why the estimate exceeds the base authority. The department30



shall include such analysis in the report it submits to the Legislature31
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under this subsection; and1



(ii) The director shall not approve any additional applications2



under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act that would include refunds or credits in3



the calendar year in which the base authority is projected to be exceeded4



unless the director requests additional authority from the Executive5



Board of the Legislative Council and the executive board approves such6



request.7



(b) For purposes of this subsection, the base authority shall be8



equal to one hundred twenty-five million dollars for calendar years 20219



through 2024. Beginning with calendar year 2025 and every three years10



thereafter, the director shall adjust the base authority to an amount11



equal to three percent of the actual General Fund gross receipts for the12



most recent fiscal year for which such information is available.13



(c) If the director requests additional authority pursuant to this14



subsection, the executive board shall determine whether or not to approve15



such request within forty-five calendar days after receiving the request16



and shall notify the director of its determination. Prior to making its17



determination, the executive board shall hold a public meeting on the18



request and shall give seven days' public notice of such meeting. The19



minutes of such meeting shall show any action or inaction of the20



executive board. If the executive board fails to make a determination21



within such forty-five-day period, the request shall be deemed approved.22



In making its determination, the executive board shall consider, among23



other things, whether approving the request will:24



(i) Promote economic development in line with the state's economic25



development strategy;26



(ii) Promote the retention and growth of high-wage, high-impact27



businesses;28



(iii) Attract high-wage, high-impact businesses to the State of29



Nebraska;30



(iv) Promote investment in distressed and rural areas; and31
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(v) Result in approval of incentives for businesses which would not1



remain, grow, or move to Nebraska but for such incentives.2



(d) In making its determination under this subsection, the executive3



board may request any additional information or materials that are not4



confidential or proprietary from the Department of Economic Development,5



the Department of Revenue, or the Department of Labor.6



Sec. 41.  The Department of Labor shall, as requested, provide to7



the director and the Tax Commissioner the employment and wage data8



information necessary to meet the responsibilities of the Department of9



Labor under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, to the extent the Department of10



Labor collects such information.11



Sec. 42.  (1) The Legislature finds that providing job training is12



critical to the public purpose of attracting and retaining businesses and13



that the growth of high-paying jobs in Nebraska is limited by an unmet14



need for workforce training and infrastructure development. The15



Legislature further finds that many communities in Nebraska lack the16



infrastructure, including broadband access, necessary to provide high-17



paying jobs for residents. The Legislature further finds that workforce18



training and infrastructure development help businesses and improve the19



quality of life for workers and communities in Nebraska. Because there is20



a statewide benefit from workforce training and infrastructure21



development, the Legislature intends to provide a revolving loan program22



as a rational means to address these needs.23



(2) The Department of Economic Development shall establish and24



administer a revolving loan program for workforce training and25



infrastructure development expenses to be incurred by applicants for26



incentives under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.27



(3) The ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund is hereby created. The28



fund shall receive money from appropriations from the Legislature,29



grants, private contributions, repayment of loans, and all other sources.30



Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the31
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state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act1



and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act. It is the intent of the2



Legislature to transfer five million dollars from the General Fund to the3



ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-244



for purposes of carrying out the workforce training and infrastructure5



development revolving loan program pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.6



It is the intent of the Legislature to appropriate five million dollars7



for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-24 for purposes of carrying out the8



workforce training and infrastructure development revolving loan program9



pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.10



(4) The Department of Economic Development, as part of its11



comprehensive business development strategy, shall administer the ImagiNE12



Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund and may loan funds to applicants under the13



ImagiNE Nebraska Act to secure new, high-paying jobs in Nebraska based on14



the criteria established in sections 43 and 44 of this act. Loans made to15



applicants under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act and interest on such loans may16



be repaid using credits earned under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. If that17



occurs, the Department of Revenue shall certify the credit usage to the18



State Treasurer, who shall, within thirty days, transfer the amount of19



the credit used from the General Fund to the ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving20



Loan Fund.21



(5) If a taxpayer with an agreement under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act22



obtains a loan under this section and fails to attain the required23



minimum number of new employees, minimum compensation, and minimum24



required cumulative investment necessary for that taxpayer to earn a25



credit, the principal and interest of the loan shall be considered an26



underpayment of tax and may be recovered by the Department of Revenue.27



(6) Whether repaid using credits or repaid directly by the recipient28



of the loan, loans made from the ImagiNE Nebraska Revolving Loan Fund29



shall be repaid with interest at the rate established in section 45-102.30



Sec. 43.  (1) A taxpayer with an application under the ImagiNE31
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Nebraska Act may apply for a workforce training loan by submitting an1



application to the Department of Economic Development which includes, but2



is not limited to:3



(a) The number of jobs to be created that will require training or4



the number of existing positions that will be trained;5



(b) The nature of the business and the type of jobs to be created6



that will require training or positions to be trained;7



(c) The estimated wage levels of the jobs to be created or positions8



to be trained; and9



(d) A program schedule for the workforce training project.10



(2) A taxpayer may partner with a postsecondary educational11



institution in Nebraska, a private, nonprofit educational organization in12



Nebraska holding a certificate of exemption under section 501(c)(3) of13



the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, a Nebraska educational14



service unit, or a school district in Nebraska to assist in providing the15



workforce training. The application shall specify the role of the16



partnering entity in identifying and training potential job applicants17



for the applicant business.18



(3) The director shall determine whether to approve the taxpayer's19



application for a workforce training loan under the ImagiNE Nebraska Act20



based upon the director's determination as to whether the loan will help21



enable the state to accomplish the purposes stated in section 42 of this22



act. The director shall be governed by and shall take into consideration23



all of the following factors in making such determination:24



(a) The department's comprehensive business development strategy;25



(b) The necessity of the loan to assure that the applicant will26



expand employment in Nebraska;27



(c) The number of jobs to be created; and28



(d) The expected pay of the jobs to be created.29



Sec. 44.  (1) A taxpayer with an application under the ImagiNE30



Nebraska Act may apply for an infrastructure development loan by31
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submitting an application to the Department of Economic Development which1



includes, but is not limited to:2



(a) The nature of the business and the type and number of jobs to be3



created or retained;4



(b) The estimated wage levels of the jobs to be created or retained;5



and6



(c) A brief description of the infrastructure need that the loan is7



intended to fill.8



(2) The director shall determine whether to approve the taxpayer's9



application for an infrastructure development loan under the ImagiNE10



Nebraska Act based upon the director's determination as to whether the11



loan will help enable the state to accomplish the purposes stated in12



section 42 of this act. The director shall be governed by and shall take13



into consideration all of the following factors in making such14



determination:15



(a) The department's comprehensive business development strategy;16



(b) The necessity of the loan to assure that the applicant will17



expand employment in Nebraska;18



(c) The number of jobs to be created; and19



(d) The expected pay of the jobs to be created.20



Sec. 45.  Sections 45 to 55 of this act shall be known and may be21



cited as the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.22



Sec. 46.  The Legislature finds and declares that Nebraska is home23



to an emerging biotechnology and bioproducts sector that yields important24



innovations and collaborative opportunities with the existing25



agricultural sector. The Legislature further finds that advances in26



biotechnology and bioproducts will play a critical role in addressing27



global challenges, reducing our environmental footprint, and creating28



sustainable materials including renewable chemicals made from Nebraska-29



based agricultural products.30



Sec. 47.  For purposes of the Renewable Chemical Production Tax31
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Credit Act, unless the context otherwise requires:1



(1) Biomass feedstock means sugar, starch, polysaccharide, glycerin,2



lignin, fat, grease, or oil derived from plants, animals, or algae or a3



protein capable of being converted to a building block chemical by means4



of a biological or chemical conversion process;5



(2) Building block chemical means a molecule that is converted from6



biomass feedstock as a first product or a secondarily derived product7



that can be further refined into a higher-value chemical, material, or8



consumer product;9



(3) Director means the Director of Economic Development;10



(4) Eligible business means a business that has been certified by11



the director under section 48 of this act;12



(5) Food additive means a building block chemical that is not13



primarily consumed as food but which, when combined with other14



components, improves the taste, appearance, odor, texture, shelf life, or15



nutritional content of food. The director, in his or her discretion,16



shall determine whether or not a biobased chemical is primarily consumed17



as food;18



(6) Pre-eligibility production threshold means, with respect to each19



eligible business, the number of pounds of renewable chemicals produced,20



if any, by an eligible business during the calendar year prior to the21



calendar year in which the business first qualified as an eligible22



business pursuant to section 48 of this act; and23



(7)(a) Renewable chemical means a building block chemical with a24



significant biobased content that can be used for products including25



polymers, plastics, food additives, solvents, intermediate chemicals, or26



other formulated products with a significant nonfossil carbon content.27



(b) Renewable chemical includes:28



(i) Biobased chemicals that can be a food, feed, or fuel additive;29



and30



(ii) Supplements, vitamins, nutraceuticals, and pharmaceuticals.31
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(c) The director may include additional chemicals or materials in1



the definition of renewable chemical by rule and regulation after2



consulting with appropriate experts from the University of Nebraska,3



including, but not limited to, the Industrial Agricultural Products4



Center.5



(d) Renewable chemical does not include a chemical sold or used as6



fuel.7



Sec. 48.  (1) A business may apply to the director for certification8



as an eligible business. The program certification application shall be9



in the form and be made under the procedures specified by the director.10



(2) Within thirty days after receiving a program certification11



application under this section, the director shall certify the business12



as satisfying the conditions required of an eligible business, request13



additional information, or deny the program certification application. If14



the director requests additional information, the director shall certify15



the business or deny the program certification application within thirty16



days after receiving the additional information. If the director neither17



certifies the business nor denies the program certification application18



within thirty days after receiving the original program certification19



application or within thirty days after receiving the additional20



information requested, whichever is later, then the program certification21



application is deemed approved if the business meets the requirements in22



subsection (3) of this section. A business that applies for program23



certification and is denied may reapply.24



(3) To be certified as an eligible business under the Renewable25



Chemical Production Tax Credit Act, a business shall meet all of the26



following requirements:27



(a) The business produced at least one million pounds of renewable28



chemicals in this state during the calendar year for which tax credits29



are sought;30



(b) The business is physically located in this state;31
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(c) The business organized, expanded, or located in this state on or1



after the operative date of this section; and2



(d) The business is in compliance with all agreements entered into3



under the act and pursuant to any other tax credits or programs4



administered by the Department of Economic Development or the Department5



of Revenue.6



(4)(a) An eligible business shall enter into an agreement with the7



director for the successful completion of all requirements of the act.8



The agreement may certify the business to receive tax credits under the9



act for up to four years.10



(b) As part of the agreement, the eligible business shall agree to11



collect and provide any information reasonably required by the director12



or the Department of Revenue in order to allow the director and13



department to fulfill their reporting obligations under section 54 of14



this act.15



Sec. 49.  The director shall consider program certification16



applications under section 48 of this act in the order in which they are17



received. The director may accept program certification applications on a18



continuous basis or may establish, by rule and regulation, an annual19



program certification application deadline. The director may approve20



program certification applications for eligible businesses for a total of21



up to three million dollars in tax credits for calendar years 2022 and22



2023 and up to six million dollars per calendar year for calendar years23



2024 and beyond. Program certification applications approved after such24



annual limit has been reached shall be placed on a wait list in the order25



in which they are received.26



Sec. 50.  (1) An eligible business may apply to the Department of27



Revenue for tax credits under the Renewable Chemical Production Tax28



Credit Act.29



(2) To receive tax credits, the eligible business shall submit a tax30



credit application to the Department of Revenue on a form prescribed by31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-50-











the department. The tax credit application shall be made during the1



calendar year following the calendar year in which the eligible business2



produced the renewable chemicals for which it seeks tax credits. The tax3



credit application shall include the following information:4



(a) The number of pounds of renewable chemicals produced in the5



state by the eligible business during the calendar year for which tax6



credits are sought; and7



(b) Any other information reasonably required by the department in8



order to establish and verify the amount of credits earned under the act.9



(3) An eligible business shall fulfill all the requirements of the10



act and its agreement with the director under section 48 of this act11



before receiving tax credits under the act or entering into a subsequent12



agreement. If an agreement is not successfully fulfilled, the director13



may decline to enter into a subsequent agreement and the Department of14



Revenue may decline to issue a tax credit.15



(4) If the department determines that a tax credit application is16



complete, that an eligible business qualifies for tax credits, and that17



the eligible business has fulfilled all requirements of its agreement18



with the director, the department shall approve the tax credit19



application within the limits set forth in sections 49 and 51 of this act20



and shall certify the amount of tax credits approved to the eligible21



business.22



Sec. 51.  (1) The tax credit under the Renewable Chemical Production23



Tax Credit Act shall be in an amount equal to the product of seven and24



one-half cents multiplied by the number of pounds of renewable chemicals25



produced in this state by the eligible business during each calendar year26



in excess of the eligible business’s pre-eligibility production27



threshold. The maximum amount of tax credits that may be issued to an28



eligible business under a single tax credit application shall not exceed29



one million five hundred thousand dollars per year.30



(2) The tax credit shall be a refundable credit that may be used31
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against any income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967. Any1



credit in excess of the eligible business' tax liability shall be2



refunded to the taxpayer.3



(3) An eligible business shall not receive a tax credit for4



renewable chemicals produced before the date the business first qualified5



as an eligible business.6



(4) The tax credit shall not be available for any renewable7



chemicals produced before the 2022 calendar year.8



(5) Any tax credit allowable to a partnership, a limited liability9



company, a subchapter S corporation, or an estate or trust may be10



distributed to the partners, limited liability company members,11



shareholders, or beneficiaries in the same manner as income is12



distributed.13



(6) An eligible business shall claim the tax credit by attaching the14



tax credit certification received from the department under section 50 of15



this act to its tax return for the tax year in which the credit was16



approved.17



Sec. 52.  The failure by an eligible business in fulfilling any18



requirement of the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act or any of19



the terms and obligations of an agreement entered into pursuant to20



section 48 of this act may result in the reduction, termination, or21



rescission of the tax credits under the act and may subject the eligible22



business to the repayment or recapture of tax credits claimed.23



Sec. 53.  Except for the identity of a recipient of tax credits24



under the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act and the amount of25



such credits, any information or record in the possession of the26



Department of Economic Development or Department of Revenue with respect27



to the act shall be presumed by such departments to be a trade secret and28



shall be kept confidential by such departments unless otherwise ordered29



by a court.30



Sec. 54.  (1) On or before January 31, 2024, and on or before each31
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January 31 thereafter, the director and the Department of Revenue shall1



electronically submit a report on the Renewable Chemical Production Tax2



Credit Act to the Revenue Committee of the Legislature. At a minimum, the3



report shall include the following information regarding tax credits and4



the recipients of such credits:5



(a) The aggregate number of pounds, and a list of each type, of6



renewable chemicals produced in Nebraska by all recipients (i) during the7



calendar year prior to the calendar year for which each recipient first8



received tax credits and (ii) for each calendar year thereafter;9



(b) The aggregate sales of all renewable chemicals produced by all10



recipients in each calendar year for which there are at least five11



recipients;12



(c) The aggregate number of pounds, and a list of each type, of13



biomass feedstock used in the production of renewable chemicals in14



Nebraska by all recipients (i) during the calendar year prior to the15



calendar year for which each recipient first received tax credits and16



(ii) for each calendar year thereafter;17



(d) The number of employees located in Nebraska of all recipients18



(i) during the calendar year prior to the calendar year for which each19



recipient first received tax credits and (ii) for each calendar year20



thereafter;21



(e) The number and aggregate amount of tax credits issued for each22



calendar year;23



(f) The number of eligible businesses placed on the wait list for24



each calendar year and the total number of eligible businesses remaining25



on the wait list at the end of that calendar year;26



(g) The dollar amount of tax credit claims placed on the wait list27



for each calendar year and the total dollar amount of tax credit claims28



remaining on the wait list at the end of that calendar year;29



(h) For each eligible business which received tax credits during30



each calendar year: (i) The identity of the eligible business; (ii) the31
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amount of the tax credits; and (iii) the manner in which the eligible1



business first qualified as an eligible business, whether by organizing,2



expanding, or locating in the state; and3



(i) The total amount of all tax credits claimed during each calendar4



year, and the portion issued as refunds.5



(2) In order to protect the presumption of confidentiality provided6



for in section 53 of this act, the director and Department of Revenue7



shall report all information in an aggregate form to prevent, to the8



extent reasonably possible, information being attributable to any9



particular eligible business, except as provided in subdivision (1)(h) of10



this section.11



Sec. 55.  The Department of Economic Development and Department of12



Revenue may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations necessary to carry13



out the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.14



Sec. 56.  Sections 56 to 61 of this act shall be known and may be15



cited as the Customized Job Training Act.16



Sec. 57.  The Customized Job Training Act shall be administered by17



the Department of Economic Development to provide funds in the form of18



grants to employers for reimbursement of job training expenses as set19



forth in the act.20



Sec. 58.  The Customized Job Training Cash Fund is created. Funds in21



the Customized Job Training Cash Fund shall be used for (1) general22



administrative costs of awarding job training reimbursement grants under23



the Customized Job Training Act and (2) job training reimbursement24



grants. Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested25



by the state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital26



Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.27



Sec. 59.  (1) Employers applying for job training reimbursement28



grants under the Customized Job Training Act shall apply to the29



Department of Economic Development. The department shall provide job30



training reimbursement grants for job training programs for jobs that are31
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net new jobs or that result in a net increase in wages per employee. The1



job training reimbursement grants shall be in proportion to the committed2



number of net new jobs created or committed net increase in wages per3



employee. The amount of each grant and number of grants awarded shall be4



determined by the department based upon available funding.5



(2) The department shall create a job training reimbursement grant6



application, have authority to approve applications, and authorize the7



total amount of job training reimbursement grants expected to be awarded8



as a result of the training if the Director of Economic Development is9



satisfied that the plan in the application defines training that meets10



the eligibility requirements.11



(3) The department shall submit an annual report electronically to12



the Appropriations Committee of the Legislature that includes the total13



number of job training reimbursement grants awarded, the total dollar14



amount of job training reimbursement grants awarded and to whom, the15



total expenditures made in administering the Customized Job Training Act,16



the number of individuals trained, the average wage of net new jobs, and17



a summary of the training provided.18



Sec. 60.  (1) In order for an employer to apply for a job training19



reimbursement grant under the Customized Job Training Act:20



(a) The jobs being trained for must be net new jobs or result in a21



net increase in wages per employee; and22



(b) The jobs being trained for must meet or exceed the Nebraska23



average annual wage.24



(2) Training may be provided by:25



(a) The community college system or any accredited postsecondary26



educational institution;27



(b) A Nebraska secondary school, public or private;28



(c) A Nebraska educational service unit; or29



(d) Any qualified training provider if the training results in:30



(i) A national, state, or locally recognized certificate;31
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(ii) Preparation for a professional examination or licensure;1



(iii) Endorsement for an existing credential or license; or2



(iv) Development of recognized skill standards as defined by an3



industrial sector.4



Sec. 61.  An employer receiving a grant shall provide to the5



Department of Economic Development documentation:6



(1) Showing the completion of the eligible job training. The7



department may require reimbursement of any funds for training not8



meeting eligibility requirements; and9



(2) Showing that the employer has maintained or exceeded its current10



level of training expenditures in the fiscal year in which the grant was11



awarded.12



Sec. 62.  Sections 62 to 69 of this act shall be known and may be13



cited as the Community Economic Opportunities Act.14



Sec. 63.  The purpose of the Community Economic Opportunities Act is15



to provide capital for economic development projects in areas of the16



state that are underserved by Nebraska's employment and investment17



incentive programs.18



Sec. 64.  For purposes of the Community Economic Opportunities Act:19



(1) Board means the Community Economic Opportunities Board20



established in section 65 of this act;21



(2) Department means the Department of Economic Development;22



(3) Eligible community means a county in Nebraska with fewer than23



forty thousand residents as determined by the most recent federal24



decennial census; and25



(4) Eligible project means an economic development project proposed26



by a private business that:27



(a) By its terms is not eligible to receive incentives under the28



ImagiNE Nebraska Act;29



(b) Will provide employment, investment, or both, to an eligible30



community; and31
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(c) Is determined by the department to have a likelihood of1



resulting in a high rate of return on investment.2



Sec. 65.  (1) The Community Economic Opportunities Board is3



established. The board shall be comprised of two persons representing4



economic developers, two persons representing counties or municipalities,5



and one person representing business. Members shall be appointed by the6



Governor and approved by the Legislature with at least one member7



residing in each of Nebraska's congressional districts. Additionally, the8



Speaker of the Legislature, the chairperson of the Appropriations9



Committee of the Legislature, and the chairperson of the Revenue10



Committee of the Legislature shall serve as nonvoting members on the11



board. Appointed members shall serve two-year terms, except that the12



terms of one person representing economic developers and one person13



representing counties or municipalities appointed upon the creation of14



the board shall be for three years. The board shall select a chairperson15



from among its members. Members shall serve without compensation but16



shall be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses as provided17



in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177. Board meetings may be conducted by18



telephone or teleconference.19



(2) The board shall meet at the call of the chairperson to select20



projects for funding under the Community Economic Opportunities Act from21



recommendations by the department. The board may approve up to two22



million dollars of funding each year for eligible projects.23



Sec. 66.  The department shall develop procedures for applying for24



funding under the Community Economic Opportunities Act and shall develop25



guidelines and parameters for rating and selecting projects for26



submission to the board.27



Sec. 67.  The Community Economic Opportunities Fund is created. The28



fund shall be administered by the department to provide funding for29



eligible projects approved by the board under section 65 of this act. The30



fund shall consist of transfers and appropriations authorized by the31
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Legislature and any gifts, grants, bequests, or donations to the fund.1



Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the2



state investment officer pursuant to the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act3



and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.4



Sec. 68.  (1) On or before October 31, 2023, and each October 315



thereafter, the Director of Economic Development shall electronically6



submit to the Legislature a report on the Community Economic7



Opportunities Act for the previous fiscal year.8



(2) The report shall list projects that were approved for funding by9



the board and shall include the location of the project, the entity10



receiving funding, and a description of the project.11



Sec. 69.  It is the intent of the Legislature to appropriate two12



million dollars from the General Fund to the Community Economic13



Opportunities Fund for fiscal year 2022-23 and each fiscal year14



thereafter for purposes of carrying out the Community Economic15



Opportunities Act.16



Sec. 70. Section 18-2119, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,17



2018, is amended to read:18



18-2119 (1) An authority shall, by public notice by publication once19



each week for two consecutive weeks in a legal newspaper having a general20



circulation in the city, prior to the consideration of any redevelopment21



contract proposal relating to real estate owned or to be owned by the22



authority, invite proposals from, and make available all pertinent23



information to, private redevelopers or any persons interested in24



undertaking the redevelopment of an area, or any part thereof, which the25



governing body has declared to be in need of redevelopment. Such notice26



shall identify the area, and shall state that such further information as27



is available may be obtained at the office of the authority. The28



authority shall consider all redevelopment proposals and the financial29



and legal ability of the prospective redevelopers to carry out their30



proposals and may negotiate with any redevelopers for proposals for the31
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purchase or lease of any real property in the redevelopment project area.1



The authority may accept such redevelopment contract proposal as it deems2



to be in the public interest and in furtherance of the purposes of the3



Community Development Law if the authority has, not less than thirty days4



prior thereto, notified the governing body in writing of its intention to5



accept such redevelopment contract proposal. Thereafter, the authority6



may execute such redevelopment contract in accordance with the provisions7



of section 18-2118 and deliver deeds, leases, and other instruments and8



take all steps necessary to effectuate such redevelopment contract. In9



its discretion, the authority may, without regard to the foregoing10



provisions of this section, dispose of real property in a redevelopment11



project area to private redevelopers for redevelopment under such12



reasonable competitive bidding procedures as it shall prescribe, subject13



to the provisions of section 18-2118.14



(2) In the case of any real estate owned by a redeveloper, the15



authority may enter into a redevelopment contract providing for such16



undertakings as the authority shall determine appropriate. Any such17



redevelopment contract relating to real estate within an enhanced18



employment area shall include a statement of the redeveloper's consent19



with respect to the designation of the area as an enhanced employment20



area, shall be recorded with respect to the real estate owned by the21



redeveloper, and shall be binding upon all future owners of such real22



estate.23



(3)(a) Prior to entering into a redevelopment contract pursuant to24



this section for a redevelopment plan that includes the division of taxes25



as provided in section 18-2147, the authority shall require the26



redeveloper to certify the following to the authority:27



(i) Whether the redeveloper has filed or intends to file an28



application with the Department of Revenue to receive tax incentives29



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for a30



project located or to be located within the redevelopment project area;31
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(ii) Whether such application includes or will include, as one of1



the tax incentives, a refund of the city’s local option sales tax2



revenue; and3



(iii) Whether such application has been approved under the Nebraska4



Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.5



(b) The authority may consider the information provided under6



subdivision (3)(a) of this section in determining whether to enter into7



the redevelopment contract.8



(4) A redevelopment contract for a redevelopment plan or9



redevelopment project that includes the division of taxes as provided in10



section 18-2147 shall include a provision requiring that the redeveloper11



retain copies of all supporting documents that are associated with the12



redevelopment plan or redevelopment project and that are received or13



generated by the redeveloper for three years following the end of the14



last fiscal year in which ad valorem taxes are divided and provide such15



copies to the city as needed to comply with the city’s retention16



requirements under section 18-2117.04. For purposes of this subsection,17



supporting document includes any cost-benefit analysis conducted pursuant18



to section 18-2113 and any invoice, receipt, claim, or contract received19



or generated by the redeveloper that provides support for receipts or20



payments associated with the division of taxes.21



(5) A redevelopment contract for a redevelopment plan that includes22



the division of taxes as provided in section 18-2147 may include a23



provision requiring that all ad valorem taxes levied upon real property24



in a redevelopment project be paid before the taxes become delinquent in25



order for such redevelopment project to receive funds from such division26



of taxes.27



Sec. 71. Section 18-2710.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,28



2018, is amended to read:29



18-2710.03 (1) At the time that a qualifying business applies to a30



city to participate in an economic development program, the qualifying31
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business shall certify the following to the city:1



(a) Whether the qualifying business has filed or intends to file an2



application with the Department of Revenue to receive tax incentives3



under the Nebraska Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act for the same4



project for which the qualifying business is seeking financial assistance5



under the Local Option Municipal Economic Development Act;6



(b) Whether such application includes or will include, as one of the7



tax incentives, a refund of the city's local option sales tax revenue;8



and9



(c) Whether such application has been approved under the Nebraska10



Advantage Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act.11



(2) The city may consider the information provided under this12



section in determining whether to provide financial assistance to the13



qualifying business under the Local Option Municipal Economic Development14



Act.15



Sec. 72. Section 49-801.01, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,16



2018, is amended to read:17



49-801.01 Except as provided by Article VIII, section 1B, of the18



Constitution of Nebraska and in sections 77-1106, 77-1108, 77-1109,19



77-1117, 77-1119, 77-2701.01, 77-2714 to 77-27,123, 77-27,191, 77-2902,20



77-2906, 77-2908, 77-2909, 77-4103, 77-4104, 77-4108, 77-5509, 77-5515,21



77-5527 to 77-5529, 77-5539, 77-5717 to 77-5719, 77-5728, 77-5802,22



77-5803, 77-5806, 77-5903, 77-6302, and 77-6306 and sections 11, 16, 20,23



22, 23, 32, 35, and 43 of this act, any reference to the Internal Revenue24



Code refers to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as it exists on April25



12, 2018.26



Sec. 73. Section 50-1209, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is27



amended to read:28



50-1209 (1) Tax incentive performance audits shall be conducted by29



the office pursuant to this section on the following tax incentive30



programs:31



AM2046
LB720
MLU - 12/31/2019



AM2046
LB720



MLU - 12/31/2019



-61-











(a) The Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act;1



(b) The ImagiNE Nebraska Act;2



(c) (b) The Nebraska Advantage Act;3



(d) (c) The Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act;4



(e) (d) The Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act;5



(f) (e) The Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act;6



(g) (f) The Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act;7



(h) (g) The New Markets Job Growth Investment Act; and8



(i) (h) Any other tax incentive program created by the Legislature9



for the purpose of recruitment or retention of businesses in Nebraska. In10



determining whether a future tax incentive program is enacted for the11



purpose of recruitment or retention of businesses, the office shall12



consider legislative intent, including legislative statements of purpose13



and goals, and may also consider whether the tax incentive program is14



promoted as a business incentive by the Department of Economic15



Development or other relevant state agency.16



(2) The office shall develop a schedule for conducting tax incentive17



performance audits and shall update the schedule annually. The schedule18



shall ensure that each tax incentive program is reviewed at least once19



every five years.20



(3) Each tax incentive performance audit conducted by the office21



pursuant to this section shall include the following:22



(a) An analysis of whether the tax incentive program is meeting the23



following goals:24



(i) Strengthening the state's economy overall by:25



(A) Attracting new business to the state;26



(B) Expanding existing businesses;27



(C) Increasing employment, particularly employment of full-time28



workers. The analysis shall consider whether the job growth in those29



businesses receiving tax incentives is at least ten percent above30



industry averages;31
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(D) Creating high-quality jobs; and1



(E) Increasing business investment;2



(ii) Revitalizing rural areas and other distressed areas of the3



state;4



(iii) Diversifying the state's economy and positioning Nebraska for5



the future by stimulating entrepreneurial firms, high-tech firms, and6



renewable energy firms; and7



(iv) Any other program-specific goals found in the statutes for the8



tax incentive program being evaluated;9



(b) An analysis of the economic and fiscal impacts of the tax10



incentive program. The analysis may take into account the following11



considerations in addition to other relevant factors:12



(i) The costs per full-time worker. When practical and applicable,13



such costs shall be considered in at least the following two ways:14



(A) By an estimation including the minimum investment required to15



qualify for benefits; and16



(B) By an estimation including all investment;17



(ii) The extent to which the tax incentive changes business18



behavior;19



(iii) The results of the tax incentive for the economy of Nebraska20



as a whole. This consideration includes both direct and indirect impacts21



generally and any effects on other Nebraska businesses; and22



(iv) A comparison to the results of other economic development23



strategies with similar goals, other policies, or other incentives;24



(c) An assessment of whether adequate protections are in place to25



ensure the fiscal impact of the tax incentive does not increase26



substantially beyond the state's expectations in future years;27



(d) An assessment of the fiscal impact of the tax incentive on the28



budgets of local governments, if applicable; and29



(e) Recommendations for any changes to statutes or rules and30



regulations that would allow the tax incentive program to be more easily31
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evaluated in the future, including changes to data collection, reporting,1



sharing of information, and clarification of goals.2



(4) For purposes of this section:3



(a) Distressed area means an area of substantial unemployment as4



determined by the Department of Labor pursuant to the Nebraska Workforce5



Innovation and Opportunity Act;6



(b) Full-time worker means an individual (i) who usually works7



thirty-five hours per week or more, (ii) whose employment is reported to8



the Department of Labor on two consecutive quarterly wage reports, and9



(iii) who earns wages equal to or exceeding the state minimum wage;10



(c) High-quality job means a job that:11



(i) Averages at least thirty-five hours of employment per week;12



(ii) Is reported to the Department of Labor on two consecutive13



quarterly wage reports; and14



(iii) Earns wages that are at least ten percent higher than the15



statewide industry sector average and that equal or exceed:16



(A) One hundred ten percent of the Nebraska average weekly wage if17



the job is in a county with a population of less than one hundred18



thousand inhabitants; or19



(B) One hundred twenty percent of the Nebraska average weekly wage20



if the job is in a county with a population of one hundred thousand21



inhabitants or more;22



(d) High-tech firm means a person or unitary group that has a23



location with any of the following four-digit code designations under the24



North American Industry Classification System as assigned by the25



Department of Labor: 2111, 3254, 3341, 3342, 3344, 3345, 3364, 5112,26



5173, 5179, 5182, 5191, 5413, 5415, or 5417;27



(e) Nebraska average weekly wage means the most recent average28



weekly wage paid by all employers in all counties in Nebraska as reported29



by the Department of Labor by October 1 of each year;30



(f) New business means a person or unitary group participating in a31
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tax incentive program that did not pay income taxes or wages in the state1



more than two years prior to submitting an application under the tax2



incentive program. For any tax incentive program without an application3



process, new business means a person or unitary group participating in4



the program that did not pay income taxes or wages in the state more than5



two years prior to the first day of the first tax year for which a tax6



benefit was earned;7



(g) Renewable energy firm means a person or unitary group that has a8



location with any of the following six-digit code designations under the9



North American Industry Classification System as assigned by the10



Department of Labor: 111110, 111120, 111130, 111140, 111150, 111160,11



111191, 111199, 111211, 111219, 111310, 111320, 111331, 111332, 111333,12



111334, 111335, 111336, 111339, 111411, 111419, 111930, 111991, 113310,13



221111, 221114, 221115, 221116, 221117, 221118, 221330, 237130, 237210,14



237990, 325193, 325199, 331512, 331513, 331523, 331524, 331529, 332111,15



332112, 333414, 333415, 333511, 333611, 333612, 333613, 334519, 485510,16



541330, 541360, 541370, 541620, 541690, 541713, 541714, 541715, 561730,17



or 562213;18



(h) Rural area means any village or city of the second class in this19



state or any county in this state with fewer than twenty-five thousand20



residents; and21



(i) Unitary group has the same meaning as in section 77-2734.04.22



Sec. 74. Section 66-1344, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is23



amended to read:24



66-1344 (1) Beginning June 1, 2000, during such period as funds25



remain in the Ethanol Production Incentive Cash Fund, any ethanol26



facility shall receive a credit of seven and one-half cents per gallon of27



ethanol, before denaturing, for new production for a period not to exceed28



thirty-six consecutive months. For purposes of this subsection, new29



production means production which results from the expansion of an30



existing facility's capacity by at least two million gallons first placed31
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into service after June 1, 1999, as certified by the facility's design1



engineer to the Department of Revenue. For expansion of an existing2



facility's capacity, new production means production in excess of the3



average of the highest three months of ethanol production at an ethanol4



facility during the twenty-four-month period immediately preceding5



certification of the facility by the design engineer. No credits shall be6



allowed under this subsection for expansion of an existing facility's7



capacity until production is in excess of twelve times the three-month8



average amount determined under this subsection during any twelve-9



consecutive-month period beginning no sooner than June 1, 2000. New10



production shall be approved by the Department of Revenue based on such11



ethanol production records as may be necessary to reasonably determine12



new production. This credit must be earned on or before December 31,13



2003.14



(2)(a) Beginning January 1, 2002, any new ethanol facility which is15



in production at the minimum rate of one hundred thousand gallons16



annually for the production of ethanol, before denaturing, and which has17



provided to the Department of Revenue written evidence substantiating18



that the ethanol facility has received the requisite authority from the19



Department of Environment and Energy and from the United States20



Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and21



Explosives, on or before June 30, 2004, shall receive a credit of22



eighteen cents per gallon of ethanol produced for ninety-six consecutive23



months beginning with the first calendar month for which it is eligible24



to receive such credit and ending not later than June 30, 2012, if the25



facility is defined by subdivision (b)(i) of this subsection, and for26



forty-eight consecutive months beginning with the first calendar month27



for which it is eligible to receive such credit and ending not later than28



June 30, 2008, if the facility is defined by subdivision (b)(ii) of this29



subsection. The new ethanol facility shall provide an analysis to the30



Department of Revenue of samples of the product collected according to31
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procedures specified by the department no later than July 30, 2004, and1



at least annually thereafter. The analysis shall be prepared by an2



independent laboratory meeting the International Organization for3



Standardization standard ISO/IEC 17025:1999. Prior to collecting the4



samples, the new ethanol facility shall notify the department which may5



observe the sampling procedures utilized by the new ethanol facility to6



obtain the samples to be submitted for independent analysis. The minimum7



rate shall be established for a period of at least thirty days. In this8



regard, the new ethanol facility must produce at least eight thousand two9



hundred nineteen gallons of ethanol within a thirty-day period. The10



ethanol must be finished product which is ready for sale to customers.11



(b) For purposes of this subsection, new ethanol facility means a12



facility for the conversion of grain or other raw feedstock into ethanol13



and other byproducts of ethanol production which (i) is not in production14



on or before September 1, 2001, or (ii) has not received credits prior to15



June 1, 1999. A new ethanol facility does not mean an expansion of an16



existing ethanol plant that does not result in the physical construction17



of an entire ethanol processing facility or which shares or uses in a18



significant manner any existing plant's systems or processes and does not19



include the expansion of production capacity constructed after June 30,20



2004, of a plant qualifying for credits under this subsection. This21



definition applies to contracts entered into after April 16, 2004.22



(c) Not more than fifteen million six hundred twenty-five thousand23



gallons of ethanol produced annually at an ethanol facility shall be24



eligible for credits under this subsection. Not more than one hundred25



twenty-five million gallons of ethanol produced at an ethanol facility by26



the end of the ninety-six-consecutive-month period or forty-eight-27



consecutive-month period set forth in this subsection shall be eligible28



for credits under this subsection.29



(3) The credits described in this section shall be given only for30



ethanol produced at a plant in Nebraska at which all fermentation,31
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distillation, and dehydration takes place. No credit shall be given on1



ethanol produced for or sold for use in the production of beverage2



alcohol. Not more than ten million gallons of ethanol produced during any3



twelve-consecutive-month period at an ethanol facility shall be eligible4



for the credit described in subsection (1) of this section. The credits5



described in this section shall be in the form of a nonrefundable,6



transferable motor vehicle fuel tax credit certificate. No transfer of7



credits will be allowed between the ethanol producer and motor vehicle8



fuel licensees who are related parties.9



(4) Ethanol production eligible for credits under this section shall10



be measured by a device approved by the Division of Weights and Measures11



of the Department of Agriculture. Confirmation of approval by the12



division shall be provided by the ethanol facility at the time the13



initial claim for credits provided under this section is submitted to the14



Department of Revenue and annually thereafter. Claims submitted by the15



ethanol producer shall be based on the total number of gallons of ethanol16



produced, before denaturing, during the reporting period measured in17



gross gallons.18



(5) The Department of Revenue shall prescribe an application form19



and procedures for claiming credits under this section. In order for a20



claim for credits to be accepted, it must be filed by the ethanol21



producer within three years of the date the ethanol was produced or by22



September 30, 2012, whichever occurs first.23



(6) Every producer of ethanol shall maintain records similar to24



those required by section 66-487. The ethanol producer must maintain25



invoices, meter readings, load-out sheets or documents, inventory26



records, including work-in-progress, finished goods, and denaturant, and27



other memoranda requested by the Department of Revenue relevant to the28



production of ethanol. On an annual basis, the ethanol producer shall29



also be required to furnish the department with copies of the reports30



filed with the United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol,31
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Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The maintenance of all of this1



information in a provable computer format or on microfilm is acceptable2



in lieu of retention of the original documents. The records must be3



retained for a period of not less than three years after the claim for4



ethanol credits is filed.5



(7) For purposes of ascertaining the correctness of any application6



for claiming a credit provided in this section, the Tax Commissioner (a)7



may examine or cause to have examined, by any agent or representative8



designated by him or her for that purpose, any books, papers, records, or9



memoranda bearing upon such matters, (b) may by summons require the10



attendance of the person responsible for rendering the application or11



other document or any officer or employee of such person or the12



attendance of any other person having knowledge in the premises, and (c)13



may take testimony and require proof material for his or her information,14



with power to administer oaths or affirmations to such person or persons.15



The time and place of examination pursuant to this subsection shall be16



such time and place as may be fixed by the Tax Commissioner and as are17



reasonable under the circumstances. In the case of a summons, the date18



fixed for appearance before the Tax Commissioner shall not be less than19



twenty days from the time of service of the summons. No taxpayer shall be20



subjected to unreasonable or unnecessary examinations or investigations.21



All records obtained pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to the22



confidentiality requirements and exceptions thereto as provided in23



section 77-27,119.24



(8) To qualify for credits under this section, an ethanol producer25



shall provide public notice for bids before entering into any contract26



for the construction of a new ethanol facility. Preference shall be given27



to a bidder residing in Nebraska when awarding any contract for28



construction of a new ethanol facility if comparable bids are submitted.29



For purposes of this subsection, bidder residing in Nebraska means any30



person, partnership, foreign or domestic limited liability company,31
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association, or corporation authorized to engage in business in the state1



with employees permanently located in Nebraska. If an ethanol producer2



enters into a contract for the construction of a new ethanol facility3



with a bidder who is not a bidder residing in Nebraska, such producer4



shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Department of Revenue in its5



application for credits that no comparable bid was submitted by a6



responsible bidder residing in Nebraska. The department shall deny an7



application for credits if it is determined that the contract was denied8



to a responsible bidder residing in Nebraska without cause.9



(9) The pertinent provisions of Chapter 66, article 7, relating to10



the administration and imposition of motor fuel taxes shall apply to the11



administration and imposition of assessments made by the Department of12



Revenue relating to excess credits claimed by ethanol producers under the13



Ethanol Development Act. These provisions include, but are not limited14



to, issuance of a deficiency following an examination of records, an15



assessment becoming final after sixty days absent a written protest,16



presumptions regarding the burden of proof, issuance of deficiency within17



three years of original filing, issuance of notice by registered or18



certified mail, issuance of penalties and waiver thereof, issuance of19



interest and waiver thereof, and issuance of corporate officer or20



employee or limited liability company manager or member assessments. For21



purposes of determining interest and penalties, the due date will be22



considered to be the date on which the credits were used by the licensees23



to whom the credits were transferred.24



(10) If a written protest is filed by the ethanol producer with the25



department within the sixty-day period in subsection (9) of this section,26



the protest shall: (a) Identify the ethanol producer; (b) identify the27



proposed assessment which is being protested; (c) set forth each ground28



under which a redetermination of the department's position is requested29



together with facts sufficient to acquaint the department with the exact30



basis thereof; (d) demand the relief to which the ethanol producer31
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considers itself entitled; and (e) request that an evidentiary hearing be1



held to determine any issues raised by the protest if the ethanol2



producer desires such a hearing.3



(11) For applications received after April 16, 2004, an ethanol4



facility receiving benefits under the Ethanol Development Act shall not5



be eligible for benefits under the Employment and Investment Growth Act,6



the Invest Nebraska Act, or the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the ImagiNE7



Nebraska Act.8



Sec. 75. Section 77-202, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is9



amended to read:10



77-202 (1) The following property shall be exempt from property11



taxes:12



(a) Property of the state and its governmental subdivisions to the13



extent used or being developed for use by the state or governmental14



subdivision for a public purpose. For purposes of this subdivision:15



(i) Property of the state and its governmental subdivisions means16



(A) property held in fee title by the state or a governmental subdivision17



or (B) property beneficially owned by the state or a governmental18



subdivision in that it is used for a public purpose and is being acquired19



under a lease-purchase agreement, financing lease, or other instrument20



which provides for transfer of legal title to the property to the state21



or a governmental subdivision upon payment of all amounts due thereunder.22



If the property to be beneficially owned by a governmental subdivision23



has a total acquisition cost that exceeds the threshold amount or will be24



used as the site of a public building with a total estimated construction25



cost that exceeds the threshold amount, then such property shall qualify26



for an exemption under this section only if the question of acquiring27



such property or constructing such public building has been submitted at28



a primary, general, or special election held within the governmental29



subdivision and has been approved by the voters of the governmental30



subdivision. For purposes of this subdivision, threshold amount means the31
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greater of fifty thousand dollars or six-tenths of one percent of the1



total actual value of real and personal property of the governmental2



subdivision that will beneficially own the property as of the end of the3



governmental subdivision's prior fiscal year; and4



(ii) Public purpose means use of the property (A) to provide public5



services with or without cost to the recipient, including the general6



operation of government, public education, public safety, transportation,7



public works, civil and criminal justice, public health and welfare,8



developments by a public housing authority, parks, culture, recreation,9



community development, and cemetery purposes, or (B) to carry out the10



duties and responsibilities conferred by law with or without11



consideration. Public purpose does not include leasing of property to a12



private party unless the lease of the property is at fair market value13



for a public purpose. Leases of property by a public housing authority to14



low-income individuals as a place of residence are for the authority's15



public purpose;16



(b) Unleased property of the state or its governmental subdivisions17



which is not being used or developed for use for a public purpose but18



upon which a payment in lieu of taxes is paid for public safety, rescue,19



and emergency services and road or street construction or maintenance20



services to all governmental units providing such services to the21



property. Except as provided in Article VIII, section 11, of the22



Constitution of Nebraska, the payment in lieu of taxes shall be based on23



the proportionate share of the cost of providing public safety, rescue,24



or emergency services and road or street construction or maintenance25



services unless a general policy is adopted by the governing body of the26



governmental subdivision providing such services which provides for a27



different method of determining the amount of the payment in lieu of28



taxes. The governing body may adopt a general policy by ordinance or29



resolution for determining the amount of payment in lieu of taxes by30



majority vote after a hearing on the ordinance or resolution. Such31
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ordinance or resolution shall nevertheless result in an equitable1



contribution for the cost of providing such services to the exempt2



property;3



(c) Property owned by and used exclusively for agricultural and4



horticultural societies;5



(d) Property owned by educational, religious, charitable, or6



cemetery organizations, or any organization for the exclusive benefit of7



any such educational, religious, charitable, or cemetery organization,8



and used exclusively for educational, religious, charitable, or cemetery9



purposes, when such property is not (i) owned or used for financial gain10



or profit to either the owner or user, (ii) used for the sale of11



alcoholic liquors for more than twenty hours per week, or (iii) owned or12



used by an organization which discriminates in membership or employment13



based on race, color, or national origin. For purposes of this14



subdivision, educational organization means (A) an institution operated15



exclusively for the purpose of offering regular courses with systematic16



instruction in academic, vocational, or technical subjects or assisting17



students through services relating to the origination, processing, or18



guarantying of federally reinsured student loans for higher education or19



(B) a museum or historical society operated exclusively for the benefit20



and education of the public. For purposes of this subdivision, charitable21



organization includes an organization operated exclusively for the22



purpose of the mental, social, or physical benefit of the public or an23



indefinite number of persons and a fraternal benefit society organized24



and licensed under sections 44-1072 to 44-10,109; and25



(e) Household goods and personal effects not owned or used for26



financial gain or profit to either the owner or user.27



(2) The increased value of land by reason of shade and ornamental28



trees planted along the highway shall not be taken into account in the29



valuation of land.30



(3) Tangible personal property which is not depreciable tangible31
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personal property as defined in section 77-119 shall be exempt from1



property tax.2



(4) Motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers required to be3



registered for operation on the highways of this state shall be exempt4



from payment of property taxes.5



(5) Business and agricultural inventory shall be exempt from the6



personal property tax. For purposes of this subsection, business7



inventory includes personal property owned for purposes of leasing or8



renting such property to others for financial gain only if the personal9



property is of a type which in the ordinary course of business is leased10



or rented thirty days or less and may be returned at the option of the11



lessee or renter at any time and the personal property is of a type which12



would be considered household goods or personal effects if owned by an13



individual. All other personal property owned for purposes of leasing or14



renting such property to others for financial gain shall not be15



considered business inventory.16



(6) Any personal property exempt pursuant to subsection (2) of17



section 77-4105 or section 77-5209.02 shall be exempt from the personal18



property tax.19



(7) Livestock shall be exempt from the personal property tax.20



(8) Any personal property exempt pursuant to the Nebraska Advantage21



Act or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall be exempt from the personal22



property tax.23



(9) Any depreciable tangible personal property used directly in the24



generation of electricity using wind as the fuel source shall be exempt25



from the property tax levied on depreciable tangible personal property.26



Any depreciable tangible personal property used directly in the27



generation of electricity using solar, biomass, or landfill gas as the28



fuel source shall be exempt from the property tax levied on depreciable29



tangible personal property if such depreciable tangible personal property30



was installed on or after January 1, 2016, and has a nameplate capacity31
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of one hundred kilowatts or more. Depreciable tangible personal property1



used directly in the generation of electricity using wind, solar,2



biomass, or landfill gas as the fuel source includes, but is not limited3



to, wind turbines, rotors and blades, towers, solar panels, trackers,4



generating equipment, transmission components, substations, supporting5



structures or racks, inverters, and other system components such as6



wiring, control systems, switchgears, and generator step-up transformers.7



(10) Any tangible personal property that is acquired by a person8



operating a data center located in this state, that is assembled,9



engineered, processed, fabricated, manufactured into, attached to, or10



incorporated into other tangible personal property, both in component11



form or that of an assembled product, for the purpose of subsequent use12



at a physical location outside this state by the person operating a data13



center shall be exempt from the personal property tax. Such exemption14



extends to keeping, retaining, or exercising any right or power over15



tangible personal property in this state for the purpose of subsequently16



transporting it outside this state for use thereafter outside this state.17



For purposes of this subsection, data center means computers, supporting18



equipment, and other organized assembly of hardware or software that are19



designed to centralize the storage, management, or dissemination of data20



and information, environmentally controlled structures or facilities or21



interrelated structures or facilities that provide the infrastructure for22



housing the equipment, such as raised flooring, electricity supply,23



communication and data lines, Internet access, cooling, security, and24



fire suppression, and any building housing the foregoing.25



(11) For each person who owns property required to be reported to26



the county assessor under section 77-1201, there shall be allowed an27



exemption amount as provided in the Personal Property Tax Relief Act. For28



each person who owns property required to be valued by the state as29



provided in section 77-601, 77-682, 77-801, or 77-1248, there shall be30



allowed a compensating exemption factor as provided in the Personal31
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Property Tax Relief Act.1



Sec. 76. Section 77-1229, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is2



amended to read:3



77-1229 (1) Every person required by section 77-1201 to list and4



value taxable tangible personal property shall list such property upon5



the forms prescribed by the Tax Commissioner. The forms shall be6



available from the county assessor and when completed shall be signed by7



each person or his or her agent and be filed with the county assessor.8



The forms shall be filed on or before May 1 of each year.9



(2) Any person seeking a personal property exemption pursuant to10



subsection (2) of section 77-4105, or the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the11



ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall annually file a copy of the forms required12



pursuant to section 77-4105 or the act with the county assessor in each13



county in which the person is requesting exemption. The copy shall be14



filed on or before May 1. Failure to timely file the required forms shall15



cause the forfeiture of the exemption for the tax year. If a taxpayer16



pursuant to this subsection also has taxable tangible personal property,17



such property shall be listed and valued as required under subsection (1)18



of this section.19



Sec. 77. Section 77-2711, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is20



amended to read:21



77-2711 (1)(a) The Tax Commissioner shall enforce sections22



77-2701.04 to 77-2713 and may prescribe, adopt, and enforce rules and23



regulations relating to the administration and enforcement of such24



sections.25



(b) The Tax Commissioner may prescribe the extent to which any26



ruling or regulation shall be applied without retroactive effect.27



(2) The Tax Commissioner may employ accountants, auditors,28



investigators, assistants, and clerks necessary for the efficient29



administration of the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 and may delegate30



authority to his or her representatives to conduct hearings, prescribe31
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regulations, or perform any other duties imposed by such act.1



(3)(a) Every seller, every retailer, and every person storing,2



using, or otherwise consuming in this state property purchased from a3



retailer shall keep such records, receipts, invoices, and other pertinent4



papers in such form as the Tax Commissioner may reasonably require.5



(b) Every such seller, retailer, or person shall keep such records6



for not less than three years from the making of such records unless the7



Tax Commissioner in writing sooner authorized their destruction.8



(4) The Tax Commissioner or any person authorized in writing by him9



or her may examine the books, papers, records, and equipment of any10



person selling property and any person liable for the use tax and may11



investigate the character of the business of the person in order to12



verify the accuracy of any return made or, if no return is made by the13



person, to ascertain and determine the amount required to be paid. In the14



examination of any person selling property or of any person liable for15



the use tax, an inquiry shall be made as to the accuracy of the reporting16



of city and county sales and use taxes for which the person is liable17



under the Local Option Revenue Act or sections 13-319, 13-324, 13-2813,18



and 77-6403 and the accuracy of the allocation made between the various19



counties, cities, villages, and municipal counties of the tax due. The20



Tax Commissioner may make or cause to be made copies of resale or21



exemption certificates and may pay a reasonable amount to the person22



having custody of the records for providing such copies.23



(5) The taxpayer shall have the right to keep or store his or her24



records at a point outside this state and shall make his or her records25



available to the Tax Commissioner at all times.26



(6) In administration of the use tax, the Tax Commissioner may27



require the filing of reports by any person or class of persons having in28



his, her, or their possession or custody information relating to sales of29



property, the storage, use, or other consumption of which is subject to30



the tax. The report shall be filed when the Tax Commissioner requires and31
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shall set forth the names and addresses of purchasers of the property,1



the sales price of the property, the date of sale, and such other2



information as the Tax Commissioner may require.3



(7) It shall be a Class I misdemeanor for the Tax Commissioner or4



any official or employee of the Tax Commissioner, the State Treasurer, or5



the Department of Administrative Services to make known in any manner6



whatever the business affairs, operations, or information obtained by an7



investigation of records and activities of any retailer or any other8



person visited or examined in the discharge of official duty or the9



amount or source of income, profits, losses, expenditures, or any10



particular thereof, set forth or disclosed in any return, or to permit11



any return or copy thereof, or any book containing any abstract or12



particulars thereof to be seen or examined by any person not connected13



with the Tax Commissioner. Nothing in this section shall be construed to14



prohibit (a) the delivery to a taxpayer, his or her duly authorized15



representative, or his or her successors, receivers, trustees, executors,16



administrators, assignees, or guarantors, if directly interested, of a17



certified copy of any return or report in connection with his or her tax,18



(b) the publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the19



identification of particular reports or returns and the items thereof,20



(c) the inspection by the Attorney General, other legal representative of21



the state, or county attorney of the reports or returns of any taxpayer22



when either (i) information on the reports or returns is considered by23



the Attorney General to be relevant to any action or proceeding24



instituted by the taxpayer or against whom an action or proceeding is25



being considered or has been commenced by any state agency or the county26



or (ii) the taxpayer has instituted an action to review the tax based27



thereon or an action or proceeding against the taxpayer for collection of28



tax or failure to comply with the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 is being29



considered or has been commenced, (d) the furnishing of any information30



to the United States Government or to states allowing similar privileges31
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to the Tax Commissioner, (e) the disclosure of information and records to1



a collection agency contracting with the Tax Commissioner pursuant to2



sections 77-377.01 to 77-377.04, (f) the disclosure to another party to a3



transaction of information and records concerning the transaction between4



the taxpayer and the other party, (g) the disclosure of information5



pursuant to section 77-27,195 or 77-5731 or section 38 or 40 of this act,6



or (h) the disclosure of information to the Department of Labor necessary7



for the administration of the Employment Security Law, the Contractor8



Registration Act, or the Employee Classification Act.9



(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this10



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Postal Inspector of the11



United States Postal Service or his or her delegates to inspect the12



reports or returns of any person filed pursuant to the Nebraska Revenue13



Act of 1967 when information on the reports or returns is relevant to any14



action or proceeding instituted or being considered by the United States15



Postal Service against such person for the fraudulent use of the mails to16



carry and deliver false and fraudulent tax returns to the Tax17



Commissioner with the intent to defraud the State of Nebraska or to evade18



the payment of Nebraska state taxes.19



(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this20



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit other tax officials of this21



state to inspect the tax returns, reports, and applications filed under22



sections 77-2701.04 to 77-2713, but such inspection shall be permitted23



only for purposes of enforcing a tax law and only to the extent and under24



the conditions prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax25



Commissioner.26



(10) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this27



section, the Tax Commissioner may, upon request, provide the county board28



of any county which has exercised the authority granted by section29



81-3716 with a list of the names and addresses of the hotels located30



within the county for which lodging sales tax returns have been filed or31
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for which lodging sales taxes have been remitted for the county's County1



Visitors Promotion Fund under the Nebraska Visitors Development Act.2



The information provided by the Tax Commissioner shall indicate only3



the names and addresses of the hotels located within the requesting4



county for which lodging sales tax returns have been filed for a5



specified period and the fact that lodging sales taxes remitted by or on6



behalf of the hotel have constituted a portion of the total sum remitted7



by the state to the county for a specified period under the provisions of8



the Nebraska Visitors Development Act. No additional information shall be9



revealed.10



(11)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this11



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request by the Auditor12



of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative Audit, make tax returns13



and tax return information open to inspection by or disclosure to the14



Auditor of Public Accounts or employees of the office of Legislative15



Audit for the purpose of and to the extent necessary in making an audit16



of the Department of Revenue pursuant to section 50-1205 or 84-304.17



Confidential tax returns and tax return information shall be audited only18



upon the premises of the Department of Revenue. All audit workpapers19



pertaining to the audit of the Department of Revenue shall be stored in a20



secure place in the Department of Revenue.21



(b) No employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or the office of22



Legislative Audit shall disclose to any person, other than another23



Auditor of Public Accounts or office employee whose official duties24



require such disclosure, any return or return information described in25



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 in a form which can be associated with26



or otherwise identify, directly or indirectly, a particular taxpayer.27



(c) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall28



be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor. For purposes of this subsection,29



employee includes a former Auditor of Public Accounts or office of30



Legislative Audit employee.31
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(12) For purposes of this subsection and subsections (11) and (14)1



of this section:2



(a) Disclosure means the making known to any person in any manner a3



tax return or return information;4



(b) Return information means:5



(i) A taxpayer's identification number and (A) the nature, source,6



or amount of his or her income, payments, receipts, deductions,7



exemptions, credits, assets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax8



withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments, whether the9



taxpayer's return was, is being, or will be examined or subject to other10



investigation or processing or (B) any other data received by, recorded11



by, prepared by, furnished to, or collected by the Tax Commissioner with12



respect to a return or the determination of the existence or possible13



existence of liability or the amount of liability of any person for any14



tax, penalty, interest, fine, forfeiture, or other imposition or offense;15



and16



(ii) Any part of any written determination or any background file17



document relating to such written determination; and18



(c) Tax return or return means any tax or information return or19



claim for refund required by, provided for, or permitted under sections20



77-2701 to 77-2713 which is filed with the Tax Commissioner by, on behalf21



of, or with respect to any person and any amendment or supplement22



thereto, including supporting schedules, attachments, or lists which are23



supplemental to or part of the filed return.24



(13) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this25



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon request, provide any26



municipality which has adopted the local option sales tax under the Local27



Option Revenue Act with a list of the names and addresses of the28



retailers which have collected the local option sales tax for the29



municipality. The request may be made annually and shall be submitted to30



the Tax Commissioner on or before June 30 of each year. The information31
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provided by the Tax Commissioner shall indicate only the names and1



addresses of the retailers. The Tax Commissioner may provide additional2



information to a municipality so long as the information does not include3



any data detailing the specific revenue, expenses, or operations of any4



particular business.5



(14)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this6



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request, provide an7



individual certified under subdivision (b) of this subsection8



representing a municipality which has adopted the local option sales and9



use tax under the Local Option Revenue Act with confidential sales and10



use tax returns and sales and use tax return information regarding11



taxpayers that possess a sales tax permit and the amounts remitted by12



such permitholders at locations within the boundaries of the requesting13



municipality or with confidential business use tax returns and business14



use tax return information regarding taxpayers that file a Nebraska and15



Local Business Use Tax Return and the amounts remitted by such taxpayers16



at locations within the boundaries of the requesting municipality. Any17



written request pursuant to this subsection shall provide the Department18



of Revenue with no less than ten business days to prepare the sales and19



use tax returns and sales and use tax return information requested. Such20



returns and return information shall be viewed only upon the premises of21



the department.22



(b) Each municipality that seeks to request information under23



subdivision (a) of this subsection shall certify to the Department of24



Revenue one individual who is authorized by such municipality to make25



such request and review the documents described in subdivision (a) of26



this subsection. The individual may be a municipal employee or an27



individual who contracts with the requesting municipality to provide28



financial, accounting, or other administrative services.29



(c) No individual certified by a municipality pursuant to30



subdivision (b) of this subsection shall disclose to any person any31
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information obtained pursuant to a review under this subsection. An1



individual certified by a municipality pursuant to subdivision (b) of2



this subsection shall remain subject to this subsection after he or she3



(i) is no longer certified or (ii) is no longer in the employment of or4



under contract with the certifying municipality.5



(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall6



be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor.7



(e) The Department of Revenue shall not be held liable by any person8



for an impermissible disclosure by a municipality or any agent or9



employee thereof of any information obtained pursuant to a review under10



this subsection.11



(15) In all proceedings under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, the12



Tax Commissioner may act for and on behalf of the people of the State of13



Nebraska. The Tax Commissioner in his or her discretion may waive all or14



part of any penalties provided by the provisions of such act or interest15



on delinquent taxes specified in section 45-104.02, as such rate may from16



time to time be adjusted.17



(16)(a) The purpose of this subsection is to set forth the state's18



policy for the protection of the confidentiality rights of all19



participants in the system operated pursuant to the streamlined sales and20



use tax agreement and of the privacy interests of consumers who deal with21



model 1 sellers.22



(b) For purposes of this subsection:23



(i) Anonymous data means information that does not identify a24



person;25



(ii) Confidential taxpayer information means all information that is26



protected under a member state's laws, regulations, and privileges; and27



(iii) Personally identifiable information means information that28



identifies a person.29



(c) The state agrees that a fundamental precept for model 1 sellers30



is to preserve the privacy of consumers by protecting their anonymity.31
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With very limited exceptions, a certified service provider shall perform1



its tax calculation, remittance, and reporting functions without2



retaining the personally identifiable information of consumers.3



(d) The governing board of the member states in the streamlined4



sales and use tax agreement may certify a certified service provider only5



if that certified service provider certifies that:6



(i) Its system has been designed and tested to ensure that the7



fundamental precept of anonymity is respected;8



(ii) Personally identifiable information is only used and retained9



to the extent necessary for the administration of model 1 with respect to10



exempt purchasers;11



(iii) It provides consumers clear and conspicuous notice of its12



information practices, including what information it collects, how it13



collects the information, how it uses the information, how long, if at14



all, it retains the information, and whether it discloses the information15



to member states. Such notice shall be satisfied by a written privacy16



policy statement accessible by the public on the web site of the17



certified service provider;18



(iv) Its collection, use, and retention of personally identifiable19



information is limited to that required by the member states to ensure20



the validity of exemptions from taxation that are claimed by reason of a21



consumer's status or the intended use of the goods or services purchased;22



and23



(v) It provides adequate technical, physical, and administrative24



safeguards so as to protect personally identifiable information from25



unauthorized access and disclosure.26



(e) The state shall provide public notification to consumers,27



including exempt purchasers, of the state's practices relating to the28



collection, use, and retention of personally identifiable information.29



(f) When any personally identifiable information that has been30



collected and retained is no longer required for the purposes set forth31
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in subdivision (16)(d)(iv) of this section, such information shall no1



longer be retained by the member states.2



(g) When personally identifiable information regarding an individual3



is retained by or on behalf of the state, it shall provide reasonable4



access by such individual to his or her own information in the state's5



possession and a right to correct any inaccurately recorded information.6



(h) If anyone other than a member state, or a person authorized by7



that state's law or the agreement, seeks to discover personally8



identifiable information, the state from whom the information is sought9



should make a reasonable and timely effort to notify the individual of10



such request.11



(i) This privacy policy is subject to enforcement by the Attorney12



General.13



(j) All other laws and regulations regarding the collection, use,14



and maintenance of confidential taxpayer information remain fully15



applicable and binding. Without limitation, this subsection does not16



enlarge or limit the state's authority to:17



(i) Conduct audits or other reviews as provided under the agreement18



and state law;19



(ii) Provide records pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information20



Act, disclosure laws with governmental agencies, or other regulations;21



(iii) Prevent, consistent with state law, disclosure of confidential22



taxpayer information;23



(iv) Prevent, consistent with federal law, disclosure or misuse of24



federal return information obtained under a disclosure agreement with the25



Internal Revenue Service; and26



(v) Collect, disclose, disseminate, or otherwise use anonymous data27



for governmental purposes.28



Sec. 78. Section 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, is29



amended to read:30



77-2715.07 (1) There shall be allowed to qualified resident31
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individuals as a nonrefundable credit against the income tax imposed by1



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:2



(a) A credit equal to the federal credit allowed under section 22 of3



the Internal Revenue Code; and4



(b) A credit for taxes paid to another state as provided in section5



77-2730.6



(2) There shall be allowed to qualified resident individuals against7



the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:8



(a) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross incomes of9



greater than twenty-nine thousand dollars, a nonrefundable credit equal10



to twenty-five percent of the federal credit allowed under section 21 of11



the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, except that for taxable12



years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1, 2015, such13



nonrefundable credit shall be allowed only if the individual would have14



received the federal credit allowed under section 21 of the code after15



adding back in any carryforward of a net operating loss that was deducted16



pursuant to such section in determining eligibility for the federal17



credit;18



(b) For returns filed reporting federal adjusted gross income of19



twenty-nine thousand dollars or less, a refundable credit equal to a20



percentage of the federal credit allowable under section 21 of the21



Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, whether or not the federal22



credit was limited by the federal tax liability. The percentage of the23



federal credit shall be one hundred percent for incomes not greater than24



twenty-two thousand dollars, and the percentage shall be reduced by ten25



percent for each one thousand dollars, or fraction thereof, by which the26



reported federal adjusted gross income exceeds twenty-two thousand27



dollars, except that for taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or28



after January 1, 2015, such refundable credit shall be allowed only if29



the individual would have received the federal credit allowed under30



section 21 of the code after adding back in any carryforward of a net31
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operating loss that was deducted pursuant to such section in determining1



eligibility for the federal credit;2



(c) A refundable credit as provided in section 77-5209.01 for3



individuals who qualify for an income tax credit as a qualified beginning4



farmer or livestock producer under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act5



for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1,6



2006, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended;7



(d) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an income8



tax credit under the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska9



Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research10



and Development Act, or the Volunteer Emergency Responders Incentive Act;11



and12



(e) A refundable credit equal to ten percent of the federal credit13



allowed under section 32 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as14



amended, except that for taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or15



after January 1, 2015, such refundable credit shall be allowed only if16



the individual would have received the federal credit allowed under17



section 32 of the code after adding back in any carryforward of a net18



operating loss that was deducted pursuant to such section in determining19



eligibility for the federal credit.20



(3) There shall be allowed to all individuals as a nonrefundable21



credit against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of22



1967:23



(a) A credit for personal exemptions allowed under section24



77-2716.01;25



(b) A credit for contributions to certified community betterment26



programs as provided in the Community Development Assistance Act. Each27



partner, each shareholder of an electing subchapter S corporation, each28



beneficiary of an estate or trust, or each member of a limited liability29



company shall report his or her share of the credit in the same manner30



and proportion as he or she reports the partnership, subchapter S31
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corporation, estate, trust, or limited liability company income;1



(c) A credit for investment in a biodiesel facility as provided in2



section 77-27,236;3



(d) A credit as provided in the New Markets Job Growth Investment4



Act;5



(e) A credit as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet6



Revitalization Act;7



(f) A credit to employers as provided in section 77-27,238; and8



(g) A credit as provided in the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act.9



(4) There shall be allowed as a credit against the income tax10



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967:11



(a) A credit to all resident estates and trusts for taxes paid to12



another state as provided in section 77-2730;13



(b) A credit to all estates and trusts for contributions to14



certified community betterment programs as provided in the Community15



Development Assistance Act; and16



(c) A refundable credit for individuals who qualify for an income17



tax credit as an owner of agricultural assets under the Beginning Farmer18



Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or19



after January 1, 2009, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as20



amended. The credit allowed for each partner, shareholder, member, or21



beneficiary of a partnership, corporation, limited liability company, or22



estate or trust qualifying for an income tax credit as an owner of23



agricultural assets under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act shall be24



equal to the partner's, shareholder's, member's, or beneficiary's portion25



of the amount of tax credit distributed pursuant to subsection (6) of26



section 77-5211.27



(5)(a) For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2007,28



and before January 1, 2009, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as29



amended, there shall be allowed to each partner, shareholder, member, or30



beneficiary of a partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability31
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company, or estate or trust a nonrefundable credit against the income tax1



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 equal to fifty percent of the2



partner's, shareholder's, member's, or beneficiary's portion of the3



amount of franchise tax paid to the state under sections 77-3801 to4



77-3807 by a financial institution.5



(b) For all taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2009,6



under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, there shall be7



allowed to each partner, shareholder, member, or beneficiary of a8



partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability company, or9



estate or trust a nonrefundable credit against the income tax imposed by10



the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 equal to the partner's, shareholder's,11



member's, or beneficiary's portion of the amount of franchise tax paid to12



the state under sections 77-3801 to 77-3807 by a financial institution.13



(c) Each partner, shareholder, member, or beneficiary shall report14



his or her share of the credit in the same manner and proportion as he or15



she reports the partnership, subchapter S corporation, limited liability16



company, or estate or trust income. If any partner, shareholder, member,17



or beneficiary cannot fully utilize the credit for that year, the credit18



may not be carried forward or back.19



(6) There shall be allowed to all individuals nonrefundable credits20



against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as21



provided in section 77-3604 and refundable credits against the income tax22



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as provided in section23



77-3605.24



(7)(a) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after25



January 1, 2020, and before January 1, 2026, under the Internal Revenue26



Code of 1986, as amended, a nonrefundable credit against the income tax27



imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 in the amount of five28



thousand dollars shall be allowed to any individual who purchases a29



residence during the taxable year if such residence:30



(i) Is located within an area that has been declared an extremely31
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blighted area under section 18-2101.02;1



(ii) Is the individual's primary residence; and2



(iii) Was not purchased from a family member of the individual or a3



family member of the individual's spouse.4



(b) The credit provided in this subsection shall be claimed for the5



taxable year in which the residence is purchased. If the individual6



cannot fully utilize the credit for such year, the credit may be carried7



forward to subsequent taxable years until fully utilized.8



(c) No more than one credit may be claimed under this subsection9



with respect to a single residence.10



(d) The credit provided in this subsection shall be subject to11



recapture by the Department of Revenue if the individual claiming the12



credit sells or otherwise transfers the residence or quits using the13



residence as his or her primary residence within five years after the end14



of the taxable year in which the credit was claimed.15



(e) For purposes of this subsection, family member means an16



individual's spouse, child, parent, brother, sister, grandchild, or17



grandparent, whether by blood, marriage, or adoption.18



(8) There shall be allowed to all individuals refundable credits19



against the income tax imposed by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 as20



provided in the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.21



Sec. 79. Section 77-2717, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is22



amended to read:23



77-2717 (1)(a)(i) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin24



before January 1, 2014, the tax imposed on all resident estates and25



trusts shall be a percentage of the federal taxable income of such26



estates and trusts as modified in section 77-2716, plus a percentage of27



the federal alternative minimum tax and the federal tax on premature or28



lump-sum distributions from qualified retirement plans. The additional29



taxes shall be recomputed by (A) substituting Nebraska taxable income for30



federal taxable income, (B) calculating what the federal alternative31
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minimum tax would be on Nebraska taxable income and adjusting such1



calculations for any items which are reflected differently in the2



determination of federal taxable income, and (C) applying Nebraska rates3



to the result. The federal credit for prior year minimum tax, after the4



recomputations required by the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, and the5



credits provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act6



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act shall be allowed7



as a reduction in the income tax due. A refundable income tax credit8



shall be allowed for all resident estates and trusts under the Angel9



Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax10



Credit Act, and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act. A11



nonrefundable income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates12



and trusts as provided in the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act.13



(ii) For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after14



January 1, 2014, the tax imposed on all resident estates and trusts shall15



be a percentage of the federal taxable income of such estates and trusts16



as modified in section 77-2716, plus a percentage of the federal tax on17



premature or lump-sum distributions from qualified retirement plans. The18



additional taxes shall be recomputed by substituting Nebraska taxable19



income for federal taxable income and applying Nebraska rates to the20



result. The credits provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise21



Tax Credit Act and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act22



shall be allowed as a reduction in the income tax due. A refundable23



income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates and trusts24



under the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage25



Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, and the Nebraska Advantage Research and26



Development Act, and the Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act. A27



nonrefundable income tax credit shall be allowed for all resident estates28



and trusts as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet29



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School30



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and31
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section 77-27,238.1



(b) The tax imposed on all nonresident estates and trusts shall be2



the portion of the tax imposed on resident estates and trusts which is3



attributable to the income derived from sources within this state. The4



tax which is attributable to income derived from sources within this5



state shall be determined by multiplying the liability to this state for6



a resident estate or trust with the same total income by a fraction, the7



numerator of which is the nonresident estate's or trust's Nebraska income8



as determined by sections 77-2724 and 77-2725 and the denominator of9



which is its total federal income after first adjusting each by the10



amounts provided in section 77-2716. The federal credit for prior year11



minimum tax, after the recomputations required by the Nebraska Revenue12



Act of 1967, reduced by the percentage of the total income which is13



attributable to income from sources outside this state, and the credits14



provided in the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act and the15



Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act shall be allowed as a16



reduction in the income tax due. A refundable income tax credit shall be17



allowed for all nonresident estates and trusts under the Angel Investment18



Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act,19



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, and the20



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act. A nonrefundable income tax21



credit shall be allowed for all nonresident estates and trusts as22



provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act,23



the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School Readiness Tax24



Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238.25



(2) In all instances wherein a fiduciary income tax return is26



required under the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, a Nebraska27



fiduciary return shall be filed, except that a fiduciary return shall not28



be required to be filed regarding a simple trust if all of the trust's29



beneficiaries are residents of the State of Nebraska, all of the trust's30



income is derived from sources in this state, and the trust has no31
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federal tax liability. The fiduciary shall be responsible for making the1



return for the estate or trust for which he or she acts, whether the2



income be taxable to the estate or trust or to the beneficiaries thereof.3



The fiduciary shall include in the return a statement of each4



beneficiary's distributive share of net income when such income is5



taxable to such beneficiaries.6



(3) The beneficiaries of such estate or trust who are residents of7



this state shall include in their income their proportionate share of8



such estate's or trust's federal income and shall reduce their Nebraska9



tax liability by their proportionate share of the credits as provided in10



the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage11



Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research and12



Development Act, the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization13



Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School Readiness Tax14



Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, the Renewable Chemical15



Production Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238. There shall be allowed16



to a beneficiary a refundable income tax credit under the Beginning17



Farmer Tax Credit Act for all taxable years beginning or deemed to begin18



on or after January 1, 2001, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as19



amended.20



(4) If any beneficiary of such estate or trust is a nonresident21



during any part of the estate's or trust's taxable year, he or she shall22



file a Nebraska income tax return which shall include (a) in Nebraska23



adjusted gross income that portion of the estate's or trust's Nebraska24



income, as determined under sections 77-2724 and 77-2725, allocable to25



his or her interest in the estate or trust and (b) a reduction of the26



Nebraska tax liability by his or her proportionate share of the credits27



as provided in the Angel Investment Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska28



Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research29



and Development Act, the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet30



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School31
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Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, the1



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act, and section 77-27,238 and2



shall execute and forward to the fiduciary, on or before the original due3



date of the Nebraska fiduciary return, an agreement which states that he4



or she will file a Nebraska income tax return and pay income tax on all5



income derived from or connected with sources in this state, and such6



agreement shall be attached to the Nebraska fiduciary return for such7



taxable year.8



(5) In the absence of the nonresident beneficiary's executed9



agreement being attached to the Nebraska fiduciary return, the estate or10



trust shall remit a portion of such beneficiary's income which was11



derived from or attributable to Nebraska sources with its Nebraska return12



for the taxable year. For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin13



before January 1, 2013, the amount of remittance, in such instance, shall14



be the highest individual income tax rate determined under section15



77-2715.02 multiplied by the nonresident beneficiary's share of the16



estate or trust income which was derived from or attributable to sources17



within this state. For taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or18



after January 1, 2013, the amount of remittance, in such instance, shall19



be the highest individual income tax rate determined under section20



77-2715.03 multiplied by the nonresident beneficiary's share of the21



estate or trust income which was derived from or attributable to sources22



within this state. The amount remitted shall be allowed as a credit23



against the Nebraska income tax liability of the beneficiary.24



(6) The Tax Commissioner may allow a nonresident beneficiary to not25



file a Nebraska income tax return if the nonresident beneficiary's only26



source of Nebraska income was his or her share of the estate's or trust's27



income which was derived from or attributable to sources within this28



state, the nonresident did not file an agreement to file a Nebraska29



income tax return, and the estate or trust has remitted the amount30



required by subsection (5) of this section on behalf of such nonresident31
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beneficiary. The amount remitted shall be retained in satisfaction of the1



Nebraska income tax liability of the nonresident beneficiary.2



(7) For purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise3



requires, simple trust shall mean any trust instrument which (a) requires4



that all income shall be distributed currently to the beneficiaries, (b)5



does not allow amounts to be paid, permanently set aside, or used in the6



tax year for charitable purposes, and (c) does not distribute amounts7



allocated in the corpus of the trust. Any trust which does not qualify as8



a simple trust shall be deemed a complex trust.9



(8) For purposes of this section, any beneficiary of an estate or10



trust that is a grantor trust of a nonresident shall be disregarded and11



this section shall apply as though the nonresident grantor was the12



beneficiary.13



Sec. 80. Section 77-2734.03, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,14



is amended to read:15



77-2734.03 (1)(a) For taxable years commencing prior to January 1,16



1997, any (i) insurer paying a tax on premiums and assessments pursuant17



to section 77-908 or 81-523, (ii) electric cooperative organized under18



the Joint Public Power Authority Act, or (iii) credit union shall be19



credited, in the computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue20



Act of 1967, with the amount paid during the taxable year as taxes on21



such premiums and assessments and taxes in lieu of intangible tax.22



(b) For taxable years commencing on or after January 1, 1997, any23



insurer paying a tax on premiums and assessments pursuant to section24



77-908 or 81-523, any electric cooperative organized under the Joint25



Public Power Authority Act, or any credit union shall be credited, in the26



computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967, with27



the amount paid during the taxable year as (i) taxes on such premiums and28



assessments included as Nebraska premiums and assessments under section29



77-2734.05 and (ii) taxes in lieu of intangible tax.30



(c) For taxable years commencing or deemed to commence prior to, on,31
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or after January 1, 1998, any insurer paying a tax on premiums and1



assessments pursuant to section 77-908 or 81-523 shall be credited, in2



the computation of the tax due under the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967,3



with the amount paid during the taxable year as assessments allowed as an4



offset against premium and related retaliatory tax liability pursuant to5



section 44-4233.6



(2) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a tax credit for7



contributions to community betterment programs as provided in the8



Community Development Assistance Act.9



(3) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a refundable10



income tax credit under the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act for all11



taxable years beginning or deemed to begin on or after January 1, 2001,12



under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.13



(4) The changes made to this section by Laws 2004, LB 983, apply to14



motor fuels purchased during any tax year ending or deemed to end on or15



after January 1, 2005, under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as16



amended.17



(5) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers refundable income18



tax credits under the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit Act,19



and the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, and the20



Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit Act.21



(6) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a nonrefundable22



income tax credit for investment in a biodiesel facility as provided in23



section 77-27,236.24



(7) There shall be allowed to corporate taxpayers a nonrefundable25



income tax credit as provided in the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet26



Revitalization Act, the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act, the School27



Readiness Tax Credit Act, the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act, and28



section 77-27,238.29



Sec. 81. Section 77-27,119, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is30



amended to read:31
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77-27,119 (1) The Tax Commissioner shall administer and enforce the1



income tax imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135, and he or she is2



authorized to conduct hearings, to adopt and promulgate such rules and3



regulations, and to require such facts and information to be reported as4



he or she may deem necessary to enforce the income tax provisions of such5



sections, except that such rules, regulations, and reports shall not be6



inconsistent with the laws of this state or the laws of the United7



States. The Tax Commissioner may for enforcement and administrative8



purposes divide the state into a reasonable number of districts in which9



branch offices may be maintained.10



(2)(a) The Tax Commissioner may prescribe the form and contents of11



any return or other document required to be filed under the income tax12



provisions. Such return or other document shall be compatible as to form13



and content with the return or document required by the laws of the14



United States. The form shall have a place where the taxpayer shall15



designate the high school district in which he or she lives and the16



county in which the high school district is headquartered. The Tax17



Commissioner shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may18



be necessary to insure compliance with this requirement.19



(b) The State Department of Education, with the assistance and20



cooperation of the Department of Revenue, shall develop a uniform system21



for numbering all school districts in the state. Such system shall be22



consistent with the data processing needs of the Department of Revenue23



and shall be used for the school district identification required by24



subdivision (a) of this subsection.25



(c) The proper filing of an income tax return shall consist of the26



submission of such form as prescribed by the Tax Commissioner or an exact27



facsimile thereof with sufficient information provided by the taxpayer on28



the face of the form from which to compute the actual tax liability. Each29



taxpayer shall include such taxpayer's correct social security number or30



state identification number and the school district identification number31
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of the school district in which the taxpayer resides on the face of the1



form. A filing is deemed to occur when the required information is2



provided.3



(3) The Tax Commissioner, for the purpose of ascertaining the4



correctness of any return or other document required to be filed under5



the income tax provisions, for the purpose of determining corporate6



income, individual income, and withholding tax due, or for the purpose of7



making an estimate of taxable income of any person, shall have the power8



to examine or to cause to have examined, by any agent or representative9



designated by him or her for that purpose, any books, papers, records, or10



memoranda bearing upon such matters and may by summons require the11



attendance of the person responsible for rendering such return or other12



document or remitting any tax, or any officer or employee of such person,13



or the attendance of any other person having knowledge in the premises,14



and may take testimony and require proof material for his or her15



information, with power to administer oaths or affirmations to such16



person or persons.17



(4) The time and place of examination pursuant to this section shall18



be such time and place as may be fixed by the Tax Commissioner and as are19



reasonable under the circumstances. In the case of a summons, the date20



fixed for appearance before the Tax Commissioner shall not be less than21



twenty days from the time of service of the summons.22



(5) No taxpayer shall be subjected to unreasonable or unnecessary23



examinations or investigations.24



(6) Except in accordance with proper judicial order or as otherwise25



provided by law, it shall be unlawful for the Tax Commissioner, any26



officer or employee of the Tax Commissioner, any person engaged or27



retained by the Tax Commissioner on an independent contract basis, any28



person who pursuant to this section is permitted to inspect any report or29



return or to whom a copy, an abstract, or a portion of any report or30



return is furnished, any employee of the State Treasurer or the31
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Department of Administrative Services, or any other person to divulge,1



make known, or use in any manner the amount of income or any particulars2



set forth or disclosed in any report or return required except for the3



purpose of enforcing sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135. The officers charged4



with the custody of such reports and returns shall not be required to5



produce any of them or evidence of anything contained in them in any6



action or proceeding in any court, except on behalf of the Tax7



Commissioner in an action or proceeding under the provisions of the tax8



law to which he or she is a party or on behalf of any party to any action9



or proceeding under such sections when the reports or facts shown thereby10



are directly involved in such action or proceeding, in either of which11



events the court may require the production of, and may admit in12



evidence, so much of such reports or of the facts shown thereby as are13



pertinent to the action or proceeding and no more. Nothing in this14



section shall be construed (a) to prohibit the delivery to a taxpayer,15



his or her duly authorized representative, or his or her successors,16



receivers, trustees, personal representatives, administrators, assignees,17



or guarantors, if directly interested, of a certified copy of any return18



or report in connection with his or her tax, (b) to prohibit the19



publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the identification20



of particular reports or returns and the items thereof, (c) to prohibit21



the inspection by the Attorney General, other legal representatives of22



the state, or a county attorney of the report or return of any taxpayer23



who brings an action to review the tax based thereon, against whom an24



action or proceeding for collection of tax has been instituted, or25



against whom an action, proceeding, or prosecution for failure to comply26



with the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967 is being considered or has been27



commenced, (d) to prohibit furnishing to the Nebraska Workers'28



Compensation Court the names, addresses, and identification numbers of29



employers, and such information shall be furnished on request of the30



court, (e) to prohibit the disclosure of information and records to a31
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collection agency contracting with the Tax Commissioner pursuant to1



sections 77-377.01 to 77-377.04, (f) to prohibit the disclosure of2



information pursuant to section 77-27,195, 77-4110, or 77-5731 or section3



38 or 40 of this act, (g) to prohibit the disclosure to the Public4



Employees Retirement Board of the addresses of individuals who are5



members of the retirement systems administered by the board, and such6



information shall be furnished to the board solely for purposes of its7



administration of the retirement systems upon written request, which8



request shall include the name and social security number of each9



individual for whom an address is requested, (h) to prohibit the10



disclosure of information to the Department of Labor necessary for the11



administration of the Employment Security Law, the Contractor12



Registration Act, or the Employee Classification Act, (i) to prohibit the13



disclosure to the Department of Motor Vehicles of tax return information14



pertaining to individuals, corporations, and businesses determined by the15



Department of Motor Vehicles to be delinquent in the payment of amounts16



due under agreements pursuant to the International Fuel Tax Agreement17



Act, and such disclosure shall be strictly limited to information18



necessary for the administration of the act, (j) to prohibit the19



disclosure under section 42-358.08, 43-512.06, or 43-3327 to any court-20



appointed individuals, the county attorney, any authorized attorney, or21



the Department of Health and Human Services of an absent parent's22



address, social security number, amount of income, health insurance23



information, and employer's name and address for the exclusive purpose of24



establishing and collecting child, spousal, or medical support, (k) to25



prohibit the disclosure of information to the Department of Insurance,26



the Nebraska State Historical Society, or the State Historic Preservation27



Officer as necessary to carry out the Department of Revenue's28



responsibilities under the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet29



Revitalization Act, or (l) to prohibit the disclosure to the Department30



of Insurance of information pertaining to authorization for, and use of,31
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tax credits under the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act. Information1



so obtained shall be used for no other purpose. Any person who violates2



this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and shall upon conviction3



thereof be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five4



hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than five years, or be both so5



fined and imprisoned, in the discretion of the court and shall be6



assessed the costs of prosecution. If the offender is an officer or7



employee of the state, he or she shall be dismissed from office and be8



ineligible to hold any public office in this state for a period of two9



years thereafter.10



(7) Reports and returns required to be filed under income tax11



provisions of sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135 shall be preserved until the12



Tax Commissioner orders them to be destroyed.13



(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this14



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Secretary of the Treasury of15



the United States or his or her delegates or the proper officer of any16



state imposing an income tax, or the authorized representative of either17



such officer, to inspect the income tax returns of any taxpayer or may18



furnish to such officer or his or her authorized representative an19



abstract of the return of income of any taxpayer or supply him or her20



with information concerning an item of income contained in any return or21



disclosed by the report of any investigation of the income or return of22



income of any taxpayer, but such permission shall be granted only if the23



statutes of the United States or of such other state, as the case may be,24



grant substantially similar privileges to the Tax Commissioner of this25



state as the officer charged with the administration of the income tax26



imposed by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135.27



(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this28



section, the Tax Commissioner may permit the Postal Inspector of the29



United States Postal Service or his or her delegates to inspect the30



reports or returns of any person filed pursuant to the Nebraska Revenue31
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Act of 1967 when information on the reports or returns is relevant to any1



action or proceeding instituted or being considered by the United States2



Postal Service against such person for the fraudulent use of the mails to3



carry and deliver false and fraudulent tax returns to the Tax4



Commissioner with the intent to defraud the State of Nebraska or to evade5



the payment of Nebraska state taxes.6



(10)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6) of this7



section, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request by the Auditor8



of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative Audit, make tax returns9



and tax return information open to inspection by or disclosure to10



officers and employees of the Auditor of Public Accounts or employees of11



the office of Legislative Audit for the purpose of and to the extent12



necessary in making an audit of the Department of Revenue pursuant to13



section 50-1205 or 84-304. The Auditor of Public Accounts or office of14



Legislative Audit shall statistically and randomly select the tax returns15



and tax return information to be audited based upon a computer tape16



provided by the Department of Revenue which contains only total17



population documents without specific identification of taxpayers. The18



Tax Commissioner shall have the authority to approve the statistical19



sampling method used by the Auditor of Public Accounts or office of20



Legislative Audit. Confidential tax returns and tax return information21



shall be audited only upon the premises of the Department of Revenue. All22



audit workpapers pertaining to the audit of the Department of Revenue23



shall be stored in a secure place in the Department of Revenue.24



(b) When selecting tax returns or tax return information for a25



performance audit of a tax incentive program, the office of Legislative26



Audit shall select the tax returns or tax return information for either27



all or a statistically and randomly selected sample of taxpayers who have28



applied for or who have qualified for benefits under the tax incentive29



program that is the subject of the audit. When the office of Legislative30



Audit reports on its review of tax returns and tax return information, it31
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shall comply with subdivision (10)(c) of this section.1



(c) No officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or2



office of Legislative Audit employee shall disclose to any person, other3



than another officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or4



office of Legislative Audit whose official duties require such5



disclosure, any return or return information described in the Nebraska6



Revenue Act of 1967 in a form which can be associated with or otherwise7



identify, directly or indirectly, a particular taxpayer.8



(d) Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall9



be guilty of a Class IV felony and, in the discretion of the court, may10



be assessed the costs of prosecution. The guilty officer or employee11



shall be dismissed from employment and be ineligible to hold any position12



of employment with the State of Nebraska for a period of two years13



thereafter. For purposes of this subsection, officer or employee shall14



include a former officer or employee of the Auditor of Public Accounts or15



former employee of the office of Legislative Audit.16



(11) For purposes of subsections (10) through (13) of this section:17



(a) Tax returns shall mean any tax or information return or claim18



for refund required by, provided for, or permitted under sections 77-271419



to 77-27,135 which is filed with the Tax Commissioner by, on behalf of,20



or with respect to any person and any amendment or supplement thereto,21



including supporting schedules, attachments, or lists which are22



supplemental to or part of the filed return;23



(b) Return information shall mean:24



(i) A taxpayer's identification number and (A) the nature, source,25



or amount of his or her income, payments, receipts, deductions,26



exemptions, credits, assets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax27



withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or tax payments, whether the28



taxpayer's return was, is being, or will be examined or subject to other29



investigation or processing or (B) any other data received by, recorded30



by, prepared by, furnished to, or collected by the Tax Commissioner with31
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respect to a return or the determination of the existence or possible1



existence of liability or the amount of liability of any person for any2



tax, penalty, interest, fine, forfeiture, or other imposition or offense;3



and4



(ii) Any part of any written determination or any background file5



document relating to such written determination; and6



(c) Disclosures shall mean the making known to any person in any7



manner a return or return information.8



(12) The Auditor of Public Accounts shall (a) notify the Tax9



Commissioner in writing thirty days prior to the beginning of an audit of10



his or her intent to conduct an audit, (b) provide an audit plan, and (c)11



provide a list of the tax returns and tax return information identified12



for inspection during the audit. The office of Legislative Audit shall13



notify the Tax Commissioner of the intent to conduct an audit and of the14



scope of the audit as provided in section 50-1209.15



(13) The Auditor of Public Accounts or the office of Legislative16



Audit shall, as a condition for receiving tax returns and tax return17



information: (a) Subject employees involved in the audit to the same18



confidential information safeguards and disclosure procedures as required19



of Department of Revenue employees; (b) establish and maintain a20



permanent system of standardized records with respect to any request for21



tax returns or tax return information, the reason for such request, and22



the date of such request and any disclosure of the tax return or tax23



return information; (c) establish and maintain a secure area or place in24



the Department of Revenue in which the tax returns, tax return25



information, or audit workpapers shall be stored; (d) restrict access to26



the tax returns or tax return information only to persons whose duties or27



responsibilities require access; (e) provide such other safeguards as the28



Tax Commissioner determines to be necessary or appropriate to protect the29



confidentiality of the tax returns or tax return information; (f) provide30



a report to the Tax Commissioner which describes the procedures31
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established and utilized by the Auditor of Public Accounts or office of1



Legislative Audit for insuring the confidentiality of tax returns, tax2



return information, and audit workpapers; and (g) upon completion of use3



of such returns or tax return information, return to the Tax Commissioner4



such returns or tax return information, along with any copies.5



(14) The Tax Commissioner may permit other tax officials of this6



state to inspect the tax returns and reports filed under sections 77-27147



to 77-27,135, but such inspection shall be permitted only for purposes of8



enforcing a tax law and only to the extent and under the conditions9



prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax Commissioner.10



(15) The Tax Commissioner shall compile the school district11



information required by subsection (2) of this section. Insofar as it is12



possible, such compilation shall include, but not be limited to, the13



total adjusted gross income of each school district in the state. The Tax14



Commissioner shall adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may15



be necessary to insure that such compilation does not violate the16



confidentiality of any individual income tax return nor conflict with any17



other provisions of state or federal law.18



Sec. 82. Section 77-27,144, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is19



amended to read:20



77-27,144 (1) The Tax Commissioner shall collect the tax imposed by21



any incorporated municipality concurrently with collection of a state tax22



in the same manner as the state tax is collected. The Tax Commissioner23



shall remit monthly the proceeds of the tax to the incorporated24



municipalities levying the tax, after deducting the amount of refunds25



made and three percent of the remainder to be credited to the Municipal26



Equalization Fund.27



(2) Deductions for a refund made pursuant to section 77-4105,28



77-4106, 77-5725, or 77-5726 shall be delayed for one year after the29



refund has been made to the taxpayer. The Department of Revenue shall30



notify the municipality liable for a refund exceeding one thousand five31
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hundred dollars of the pending refund, the amount of the refund, and the1



month in which the deduction will be made or begin, except that if the2



amount of a refund claimed under section 77-4105, 77-4106, 77-5725, or3



77-5726 exceeds twenty-five percent of the municipality's total sales and4



use tax receipts, net of any refunds or sales tax collection fees, for5



the municipality's prior fiscal year, the department shall deduct the6



refund over the period of one year in equal monthly amounts beginning7



after the one-year notification period required by this subsection. This8



subsection applies to refunds owed by cities of the first class, cities9



of the second class, and villages. This subsection applies to refunds10



beginning January 1, 2014.11



(3) Deductions for a refund made pursuant to the ImagiNE Nebraska12



Act shall be delayed as provided in this subsection after the refund has13



been made to the taxpayer. The Department of Revenue shall notify each14



municipality liable for a refund exceeding one thousand five hundred15



dollars of the pending refund and the amount of the refund claimed under16



the ImagiNE Nebraska Act. The notification shall be made by March 1 of17



each year beginning in 2021 and shall be used to establish the refund18



amount for the following calendar year. The notification shall include19



any excess or underpayment from the prior calendar year. The department20



shall deduct the refund over a period of one year in equal monthly21



amounts beginning in January following the notification. This subsection22



applies to total annual refunds exceeding one million dollars or twenty-23



five percent of the municipality's total sales and use tax receipts for24



the prior fiscal year, whichever is the lesser amount.25



(4) (3) The Tax Commissioner shall keep full and accurate records of26



all money received and distributed under the provisions of the Local27



Option Revenue Act. When proceeds of a tax levy are received but the28



identity of the incorporated municipality which levied the tax is unknown29



and is not identified within six months after receipt, the amount shall30



be credited to the Municipal Equalization Fund. The municipality may31
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request the names and addresses of the retailers which have collected the1



tax as provided in subsection (13) of section 77-2711 and may certify an2



individual to request and review confidential sales and use tax returns3



and sales and use tax return information as provided in subsection (14)4



of section 77-2711.5



(5)(a) Every qualifying business that has filed an application to6



receive tax incentives under the Employment and Investment Growth Act,7



the Nebraska Advantage Act, or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall, with8



respect to such acts, provide annually to each municipality, in aggregate9



data, the maximum amount the qualifying business is eligible to receive10



in the current year in refunds of local sales and use taxes of the11



municipality and exemptions for the previous year, and the estimate of12



annual refunds of local sales and use taxes of the municipality and13



exemptions such business intends to claim in each future year. Such14



information shall be kept confidential by the municipality unless15



publicly disclosed previously by the taxpayer or by the State of16



Nebraska.17



(b) For purposes of this subsection, municipality means a18



municipality that has adopted the local option sales and use tax under19



the Local Option Revenue Act and to which the qualifying business has20



paid such sales and use tax.21



(c) The qualifying business shall provide the information to the22



municipality on or before June 30 of each year.23



(d) Any amounts held by a municipality to make sales and use tax24



refunds under the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Nebraska25



Advantage Act, and the ImagiNE Nebraska Act shall not count toward any26



budgeted restricted funds limitation as provided in section 13-519 or27



toward any cash reserve limitation as provided in section 13-504.28



Sec. 83. Section 77-5905, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is29



amended to read:30



77-5905 (1) If the Department of Revenue determines that an31
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application meets the requirements of section 77-5904 and that the1



investment or employment is eligible for the credit and (a) the applicant2



is actively engaged in the operation of the microbusiness or will be3



actively engaged in the operation upon its establishment, (b) the4



applicant will make new investment or employment in the microbusiness,5



and (c) the new investment or employment will create new income or jobs,6



the department shall approve the application and authorize tentative tax7



credits to the applicant within the limits set forth in this section and8



certify the amount of tentative tax credits approved for the applicant.9



Applications for tax credits shall be considered in the order in which10



they are received.11



(2) The department may approve applications up to the adjusted limit12



for each calendar year beginning January 1, 2006, through December 31,13



2022. After applications totaling the adjusted limit have been approved14



for a calendar year, no further applications shall be approved for that15



year. The adjusted limit in a given year is two million dollars plus16



tentative tax credits that were not granted by the end of the preceding17



year. Tax credits shall not be allowed for a taxpayer receiving benefits18



under the Employment and Investment Growth Act, the Nebraska Advantage19



Act, or the Nebraska Advantage Rural Development Act, or the ImagiNE20



Nebraska Act.21



Sec. 84. Section 81-125, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is22



amended to read:23



81-125 The Governor shall on or before January 15 of each odd-24



numbered year present to the Legislature a complete budget for all the25



activities of the state receiving appropriations or requesting26



appropriations, except that the Governor during his or her first year in27



office shall present such budget to the Legislature on or before February28



1. Such budget shall be a tentative work program for the coming biennium,29



shall contain a full and itemized report of the expenditures from30



appropriations made by the previous Legislature and the items which the31
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Governor deems worthy of consideration for the coming biennium, for the1



respective departments, offices, and institutions, and for all other2



purposes, and shall contain the estimated revenue from taxation, the3



estimated revenue from sources other than taxation, an estimate of the4



amount required to be raised by taxation and the sales and income tax5



rates necessary to raise such amount, the revenue foregone by operation6



of laws in effect at the time of such report granting tax expenditures7



and reduced tax liabilities as identified in the reports report required8



by section 77-5731 and section 38 of this act, and recommendations as to9



deficiency funding requirements pursuant to section 81-126. The summary10



of the tax expenditure report prepared pursuant to subsection (1) of11



section 77-385 and a summary of the reports report required by section12



77-5731 and section 38 of this act shall be included with or appended to13



the budget presented to the Legislature. The Governor may make14



recommendations whether to continue or eliminate, in whole or in part,15



each tax expenditure and incentive program or to limit the duration of16



particular tax expenditures and incentives to a fixed number of years and17



shall include his or her reasoning for each recommendation, if any. The18



recommendations shall be transmitted to the Revenue Committee of the19



Legislature at the same time the Governor submits a budget as required in20



this section. The budget as transmitted to the Legislature shall show the21



estimated requirements for each activity of the state as prepared by the22



Department of Administrative Services and the final recommendation of the23



Governor. The budget shall comprise the complete report to the24



Legislature of all appropriations made for the current biennium and25



expenditures therefrom by all agencies receiving appropriations, and the26



report of expenditures contained in the budget shall be in lieu of all27



other biennial or other financial reports required by statute to the28



Legislature by expending agencies of appropriations and expenditures for29



their own activities except the biennial report of the State Treasurer30



and Director of Administrative Services.31
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Sec. 85. Section 84-602.03, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement,1



2018, is amended to read:2



84-602.03 For purposes of the Taxpayer Transparency Act:3



(1)(a) Expenditure of state funds means all expenditures of state4



receipts, whether appropriated or nonappropriated, by a state entity in5



forms including, but not limited to:6



(i) Grants;7



(ii) Contracts;8



(iii) Subcontracts;9



(iv) State aid to political subdivisions;10



(v) Tax refunds or credits that may be disclosed pursuant to the11



Nebraska Advantage Act, the Nebraska Advantage Microenterprise Tax Credit12



Act, the Nebraska Advantage Research and Development Act, or the Nebraska13



Advantage Rural Development Act, or the ImagiNE Nebraska Act; and14



(vi) Any other disbursement of state receipts by a state entity in15



the performance of its functions;16



(b) Expenditure of state funds includes expenditures authorized by17



the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska, the Board of Trustees18



of the Nebraska State Colleges, or a public corporation pursuant to19



sections 85-403 to 85-411; and20



(c) Expenditure of state funds does not include the transfer of21



funds between two state entities, payments of state, federal, or other22



assistance to an individual, or the expenditure of pass-through funds;23



(2) Pass-through funds means any funds received by a state entity if24



the state entity is acting only as an intermediary or custodian with25



respect to such funds and is obligated to pay or otherwise return such26



funds to the person entitled thereto;27



(3) State entity means (a) any agency, board, commission, or28



department of the state and (b) any other body created by state statute29



that includes a person appointed by the Governor, the head of any state30



agency or department, an employee of the State of Nebraska, or any31
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combination of such persons and that is empowered pursuant to such1



statute to collect and disburse state receipts; and2



(4) State receipts means revenue or other income received by a state3



entity from tax receipts, fees, charges, interest, or other sources which4



is (a) used by the state entity to pay the expenses necessary to perform5



the state entity’s functions and (b) reported to the State Treasurer in6



total amounts by category of income. State receipts does not include7



pass-through funds.8



Sec. 86.  This act becomes operative on January 1, 2021.9



Sec. 87.  If any section in this act or any part of any section is10



declared invalid or unconstitutional, the declaration shall not affect11



the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions.12



Sec. 88.  Original sections 77-202, 77-1229, 77-2717, 77-2734.03,13



77-27,119, 77-27,144, 77-5905, and 81-125, Reissue Revised Statutes of14



Nebraska, sections 18-2119, 18-2710.03, 49-801.01, and 84-602.03, Revised15



Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 2018, and sections 50-1209, 66-1344,16



77-2711, and 77-2715.07, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2019, are repealed.17
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Goins, Anthony
Subject: Fwd: DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 3:32:22 PM


Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter


From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com>
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 11:18 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>; Eickhoff, Susan J <seickhoff@kpmg.com>;
Curran, Dan <Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Kohout, Lynn <lynn.kohout@nebraska.gov>;
Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve
<Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Meschke, Cassandra M <cmmeschke@kpmg.com>;
Bartlett, Philip <pbbartlett@kpmg.com>; Hiatt, Sheryl <Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Ranjit,
Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this amazing opportunity
to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After review of the information provided
by your team earlier this week and meeting internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to
assist DED but we do have a couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to
proceed that are noted below:
 


Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and Lynn
we understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of monitoring
reviews is roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for Home.  Based on our
hourly rates, we would be over the DED threshold and understand a bid process would be
required.
Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of liability
clause that basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the event DED
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experience losses in connection with the agreement. It is our understanding that the State
of Nebraska takes the legal position that the limitation of liability is unconstitutional. We will
have to get additional internal approvals to complete this work if selected in the RFP
process. Please note that we would work internally to get approvals prior to submitting an
RFP.
Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance Authority
and the University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to the State of
Nebraska and the DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this project.
 


We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability clause and
independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com


 
 
 
Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth herein
and is based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts, assumptions and/or
representations included. In rendering our advice, we may consider tax authorities that are
subject to change, retroactively and/or prospectively, and any such changes could affect the
validity of our advice. We will not update our advice for subsequent changes or modifications
to the laws and regulations, or to the judicial and administrative interpretations thereof. The
advice or other information in this document was prepared for the sole benefit of KPMG's
client and may not be relied upon by any other person or organization. KPMG accepts no
responsibility or liability in respect of this document to any person or organization other than
KPMG's client.


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended
solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be
taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. When addressed to our clients any
opinions or advice contained in this email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in
the governing KPMG client engagement letter.
***********************************************************************
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From: Goins, Anthony
To: Goins, Anthony
Subject: Fwd: DED HUD Project follow up
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 3:32:23 PM


Anthony Goins “Tony”
Director
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4666
OFFICE  402-471-3125
anthony.goins@nebraska.gov
opportunity.nebraska.gov  |  Facebook  |  Twitter


From: Neal, Donald J <dneal@KPMG.com>
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 11:18 AM
To: Goins, Anthony <Anthony.Goins@nebraska.gov>
Cc: Stanton, Thomas <tstanton@kpmg.com>; Eickhoff, Susan J <seickhoff@kpmg.com>;
Curran, Dan <Dan.Curran@nebraska.gov>; Kohout, Lynn <lynn.kohout@nebraska.gov>;
Charleston, Steve <Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Charleston, Steve
<Steve.Charleston@nebraska.gov>; Meschke, Cassandra M <cmmeschke@kpmg.com>;
Bartlett, Philip <pbbartlett@kpmg.com>; Hiatt, Sheryl <Sheryl.Hiatt@nebraska.gov>; Ranjit,
Punnya <punnya.ranjit@nebraska.gov>
Subject: DED HUD Project follow up
 
Dear Tony,
 
Hope all is well!
 
First, we want to thank you and your team for reaching out to us regarding this amazing opportunity
to assist the Department of Economic Development (DED). After review of the information provided
by your team earlier this week and meeting internally, we believe there is an opportunity for us to
assist DED but we do have a couple of barriers that we will need to get over before we are to
proceed that are noted below:
 


Time to complete the project – Based on our discussion with Dan, Steve, Sheryl, and Lynn
we understand the estimated total amount of hours to complete the backlog of monitoring
reviews is roughly 8,800 which includes 5,000 for CDBG and 3,800 for Home.  Based on our
hourly rates, we would be over the DED threshold and understand a bid process would be
required.
Limitation of Liability -  KPMG includes in each of our agreements a limitation of liability
clause that basically limits the amount of liability KPMG is exposed to in the event DED
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experience losses in connection with the agreement. It is our understanding that the State
of Nebraska takes the legal position that the limitation of liability is unconstitutional. We will
have to get additional internal approvals to complete this work if selected in the RFP
process. Please note that we would work internally to get approvals prior to submitting an
RFP.
Independence – KPMG is currently the auditors of Nebraska Investment Finance Authority
and the University of Nebraska. Due to the relationships of both entities to the State of
Nebraska and the DED this may limit us in the work we can do on this project.
 


We are currently working through internal approvals for the limitation of liability clause and
independence considerations.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Donald
 
Donald Neal, Jr. | Senior Manager, Tax
Development and Exempt Organizations
KPMG LLP | 1212 N 96th Street | Suite 300 | Omaha, NE 68114
Office (402) 661-5246 | Cell (402) 770-5449 | Fax (402) 348-0152
dneal@kpmg.com


 
 
 
Any advice in this communication is limited to the conclusions specifically set forth herein
and is based on the completeness and accuracy of the stated facts, assumptions and/or
representations included. In rendering our advice, we may consider tax authorities that are
subject to change, retroactively and/or prospectively, and any such changes could affect the
validity of our advice. We will not update our advice for subsequent changes or modifications
to the laws and regulations, or to the judicial and administrative interpretations thereof. The
advice or other information in this document was prepared for the sole benefit of KPMG's
client and may not be relied upon by any other person or organization. KPMG accepts no
responsibility or liability in respect of this document to any person or organization other than
KPMG's client.


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended
solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be
taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. When addressed to our clients any
opinions or advice contained in this email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in
the governing KPMG client engagement letter.
***********************************************************************
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Welcome to Corporate Board Member's weekly e-newsletter. Like what you’re
reading? Forward to a friend for signup.


October 15, 2021


Tesla’s Lessons For Proxy Season 2022
 
You’ve got to hand it to Tesla and company founder Elon Musk: Pretty much


From: Goins, Anthony
To: Goins, Anthony
Subject: Fwd: Tesla’s Lessons For Proxy Season 2022
Date: Friday, October 15, 2021 10:27:32 AM


Get Outlook for iOS


From: Corporate Board Member <cbm@chiefexecutive.net>
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2021 10:06 AM
To: Goins, Anthony
Subject: Tesla’s Lessons For Proxy Season 2022
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everything they do is exciting and attracts attention. Their shareholder meeting last
week was no exception, with a full roster of ripped-from-the-headlines issues up for
debate.
 
But there’s more here than just good boardroom drama, writes Corporate Board
Member columnist Matthew Scott. “The shareholders at Tesla have provided some
insight into the types of issues corporate boards might expect to be challenged on
during proxy season 2022,” including:


Boards should expect support for diversity-related and racial equity-related
proposals to increase. 
Board accountability will also be a major theme during next year’s proxy
season.
Expect more harassment and discrimination lawsuits being used as tools in
attempts to change corporate culture.


He digs into each of these in his post, and what directors should be thinking
about as they prepare for the season to come. “Shareholders are sending signals to
boards about what to expect in the coming proxy season,” he writes. “Directors that
engage shareholders and are responsive can avoid the worst outcomes.” Read the
full article >


—  Dan Bigman, editor, Corporate Board Member.
dbigman@ChiefExecutiveGroup.com


From our partner: 


Is your board ready? Thanks to new disclosure rules and evolving stakeholder
expectations, changes are coming to board oversight of ESG risks, including HCM
and DEI. Failure to respond to investor demands can have a direct impact on
companies’ bottom line and relationship with investors. Here’s what your board
needs to know. 
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Warning on 2022. Our measure of director optimism for business conditions 12
months from now fell once again in September and is now at its lowest point since
we started to track boardroom sentiment a year ago.  


‘The board is critical.’ Roundly blamed for leveling the house that Jack built, former
GE CEO Jeff Immelt is willing to own his mistakes, but he also wants his critics to
understand the perfect storm of headwinds and crises that served as the backdrop
for his tenure. In a candid Q&A, he offers an after-action report, with lessons for
every director.


Be loved and respected. Yale’s Jeffrey Sonnenfeld says board members must be
wary of fellow directors who try to steer complex deliberations with an overly
simplistic and out-of-context maxim.
 


On Your Radar: Other Headlines Worth Reading


Biden to press climate agenda on Wall Street. Calling cli mate change a
systemic risk to the financial system, the White House will re lease a
report Friday outlining its strategy for new rules that could af fect
investment disclosures, in sur ance poli cies and home loans. (WSJ)
 
Diversity mandate’s legal challenge. California will have to defend its board
diversity mandate in court after a judge ordered a lawsuit claiming that
California’s rule is an unconstitutional gender-based quota to go to trial later
this month. (Roll Call)
 
Uncover the truth. Empowering employees to voice opinions freely is critical
for companies to both innovate and uncover their own shortcomings. But
research shows 85% of employees remain silent for fear of being viewed
negatively. Here’s how your company’s managers can encourage them to
speak up. (HBR)
 
Labor shortage here to stay. More than a year and a half into the pandemic,
the U.S. is still missing around 4.3 million workers who were in the workforce
before Covid hit. Many say the change is permanent—but businesses are
adjusting. (WSJ)
 
Board counterpunch. After activist hedge fund Bluebell Capital called for the
ouster of both chairman and CEO of GlaxoSmithKline, the company hit back,
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saying the drugmaker was “disappointed” with Bluebell’s take. (Bloomberg)


 


 


Upcoming Events


West Coast Boardroom Summit & Peer Exchange
November 17-18, 2021 | Live, Online
Featured Speakers Include: Lloyd Johnson, Board Member, Apogee Enterprises,
Beazer Homes Corp. and Haemonetics Corp.; and Michael Montelongo, Board
Member, Civeo North America, Conduent and Larry H. Miller Management Corp.


How to Build Better Leaders and Managers–Today
December 14, 2021 | Live, Online
Keynotes: Ken Blanchard and Margie Blanchard, Renowned Authors and
Leadership Experts
 


Past Webinars:


Leading into 2022: The New Techniques for The New Era


Digital Transformation and the Customer: A Forward-Looking Framework for Boards


What Directors Think: How Boards Can Navigate a Pivotal Year


Year-end Compensation Planning in the Covid-19 Landscape


The Changing Risk Landscape: What Boards Need to Know About New DOJ
Guidance


The Hi-EQ CEO: A Blueprint for the Transformative Leader in Times of Disruption


Spark Your Sales Team For 2020—and Beyond


To access more webinars, please visit BoardMember.com/Webinars.
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Demand gap in job market totals 5.3M


(Patrick T. Fallon/Getty Images)


There are 5.3 million more jobs being offered than there are workers available to take
them, according to a metric developed by Goldman Sachs economists. Jan Hatzius,
Goldman's chief economist, said the gap shown in the reading represents "the most
overheated level of the postwar period both in absolute terms and relative to the
population."Full Story: BNN Bloomberg (Canada) (4/4) 
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Amazon warehouse workers in NYC say yes to union
Amazon warehouse workers have voted to join a union for the first time in the US, with
workers at the JFK8 warehouse in the Staten Island borough of New York City voting
2,654 to 2,131 to become part of the Amazon Labor Union. An Amazon spokesperson
said the company is "disappointed with the outcome of the election" and is considering
filing objections over alleged inappropriate influence by the National Labor Relations
Board.Full Story: CNBC (4/1),  The Wall Street Journal (4/2) 
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Boost hiring potential with 3 changes
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improve employer branding and recommends adjusting benefit packages to reflect the
current needs of workers.Full Story: Training magazine (3/30) 


   


BENEFITS & COMPENSATION


CEOs likely to see record pay this year
Compensation for CEOs is poised for a record amount this year as a tight labor market
persists, after the median compensation of CEOs at S&P 500 companies reached $14.2
million in 2021, up from $13.4 million in 2020. A Wall Street Journal analysis has found the
majority of CEOs got a raise of at least 11% last year, with nearly a third getting at least
25%, while salaries for rank-and-file employees rose 3.1% or less at half the
companies.Full Story: The Wall Street Journal (4/3),  Financial Times (subscription


required) (4/3) 


   


THE HR LEADER


Use "Rule of Thirds" for balancing your time
People seeking balance in how they spend their time and energy should consider the
"Rule of Thirds" principle, which proposes allocating equal amounts of time between
people who know more than they do, people with whom they share a like mindset and
people they are mentoring, writes Jehan Luth, founder of fintech company Banyan. This
provides a balance of giving -- paying forward knowledge to folks who are being
mentored, and taking -- and learning new things from more knowledgeable people, while
feeling a sense of progress with people who share a similar
mindset.Full Story: Entrepreneur (3/30) 
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TV and Radio
KETV: Governor Ricketts comments on Grand Island COVID-19 outbreak
KTIV: Gov. Ricketts refutes allegations made by Omaha Tribe of Nebraska
NCN: School officials looking into ''contingency plans'' for fall
KETV: 'We want to be part of the solution' Omaha restaurant sells high demand pantry items
NET: UNMC Model Projects Fewer Nebraska Deaths From COVID-19
10/11: Parents of students with special needs frustrated by lack of access to support, care
10/11: Nebraska Air, Army National Guard test for COVID-19 across state
NTV: Two staff members at Central Nebraska Veterans Home test positive for COVOID-19
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts tells Nebraskans not to get their hopes up about relaxation of social distancing rules
LJS: 14 senators ask Ricketts to broaden definition of essential workers
NTV: State Senators calling on Gov. Ricketts to strengthen protections for workers
OWH: Ricketts rejects Lathrop's call to prevent Nebraska Crossing from reopening
LJS: Ricketts won't ask Nebraska Crossing outlet mall not to reopen
OWH: Grace: Nebraska should send clear message, like a stay-at-home order, to defeat coronavirus
WJAG: Nebraska Department of Education formulating various plans for schools
NTV: Gov. Ricketts: Federal abortion rulings won't impact Nebraska
NET: Grand Island Healthcare Workers Manage An Uptick In Possible COVID Patients; Other Essential
Workers Ask For More From The State
GII: Peak is a week and a half away, says Central District Health
AP: Grand Island area now has most coronavirus cases in Nebraska
OWH: Grand Island's rate of COVID-19 cases is higher than Michigan's, close to Louisiana's
OWH: New UNMC modeling predicts 50 to 180 coronavirus deaths in Nebraska
Scottsbluff SH: COVID-19 cases in Panhandle continue to remain low, while other areas of the state
see surges
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Nebraska coronavirus cases top 1,000; two more deaths reported
LJS: Carter Place Senior Living in Blair reopens after COVID-19 shut it down
KSNB: Two residents, three employees test positive for COVID-19 at Hastings nursing facilities
LJS: CHI Health moving patients, ventilators to help Grand Island area
NET: "It Feels Like Every Day We Have A Lesser Chance Of Controlling It": COVID-19 Hits Hall County
Hard
OWH: Jobless numbers continue to climb in Nebraska; more than 16,000 file claims
OWH: Health officials seek to ease concerns raised by Antelope County's purchase of a temporary
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morgue
LJS: PPP money has run out, but approved borrowers will still get money
 
State, Local and Regional
AP: Kansas ranchers burn land despite plea from health officials
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Virus hits Nebraska petition drives. State should consider signature innovations
OWH Midlands Voices: Partnership between UNO and Legislature analyzes key state issues
OWH Public Pulse


1.       Herd immunity fiasco
2.       Only the strong?
3.       Park closures go too far
4.       Kudos to Stothert; wear masks
5.       Sasse, homeschooling
6.       MUD workers on the front line
7.       Bostelman deserves reelection
8.       Value of early childhood support


LJS Editorial, 4/17: Virus should lead senators to take new look at taxes
LJS Local View: Time to act on prison reform
LJS Letters


1.       America first, indeed, right now
2.       It's almost too late to get ahead
3.       Raikes best choice for District 23


Kearney Hub: Six rules will keep us healthy
 
National/Federal
OWH: Donors increasingly line up behind possible Bacon-Eastman rematch for Omaha's House seat
AP: Trump gives governors a plan to open economy
AP: Coronavirus economy news: 'No industry that is immune'; governors partner on reopening
AP: 'I'm starting to stress a bit': Small business loan program is out of money for now
 


OWH: Ricketts tells Nebraskans not to get their hopes up about relaxation of social
distancing rules
 
LINCOLN — Nebraskans hoping to see social distancing rules disappear after May 1 got a dose of
caution from Gov. Pete Ricketts on Thursday.
Don’t count on it, the governor said.
“I don’t want to raise anyone’s expectations,” he said. “We are not going to lift all of these social
distancing guidelines all at once.
“In fact, we will probably be doing some social distancing for the foreseeable future, until we have a
vaccine.”
The state’s plan, he said, appears to be working to “flatten” and slow the spread of the coronavirus
so the state’s health care systems are not overwhelmed to the point that patients can’t get an
intensive care bed or a ventilator and health care workers don’t have proper protective gear.
The governor spoke just before joining a conference call with President Donald Trump and other
state governors on Thursday afternoon.







Ricketts emphasized that Nebraska would not alter its plan to continue its “protective health
measures” until the end of April, regardless of what the president announces.
But, toward the end of the month, the governor said he would use a combination of federal and
local guidance, as well as data on use of the state’s health care resources, to decide what guidelines
might be lifted on a “step by step” basis.
Earlier this month, Ricketts mentioned the possibility that the rule against social gatherings of more
than 10 people could be amended to 25 people or more.
At his daily press briefing, the governor again defended his approach to the COVID-19 outbreak,
which has been criticized by some for avoiding the “shelter-in-place” orders issued in more hard-hit
states.
Ricketts pointed to voluntary polls taken by users of Google in Nebraska indicating that people are
spending 29% less time at work and 11% more time at home.
“We’re going to continue to stick to the plan we have now, because that plan is working,” he said.
The guidelines Trump released Thursday call for places with declining infections and strong testing to
begin a three-phased gradual reopening of businesses and schools, with each phase lasting at least
14 days, meant to ensure that the virus outbreak doesn’t accelerate again.
“I appreciate President Trump’s guidelines for reopening pieces of the economy that have been
closed temporarily,” Ricketts said in a statement Friday afternoon. “It is critical that we get people
back to work safely and continue to slow the spread of the virus as the country opens up.”
Trump also announced on Thursday a bipartisan task force to work on reviving the economy called
the Opening Up America Again Congressional Group. Nebraska Sens. Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse are
on the panel, as are Iowa Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst.
“I know he wants to open up the country. Everybody does,” Ricketts said. But, he added, it must be
done in a way that doesn’t allow the virus to return.
Thursday marked the end of the first week of the governor’s call for Nebraskans to stay home for 21
days in hopes of curbing the state’s coronavirus outbreak.
In other coronavirus news:


·         Fourteen state senators signed a letter Thursday calling on the governor to allow every state
employee who is able to work from home to do so and to declare that grocery store
employees and workers in food-processing plants be included among the “front-line”
emergency workers who get priority for COVID-19 testing.


Ricketts, however, said the current priority system is appropriate. It prioritizes first responders,
health care workers and those who work in nursing homes because they are most likely to get the
virus, he said.


·         The state has received $625 million from the federal CARES Act but is awaiting guidance
from the feds on how the money can be spent. The money represents half of what the state
is expecting to receive, Ricketts said.


·         Matt Blomstedt, the state education commissioner, said he’s getting a lot of calls about how
schools can conduct graduation ceremonies.


He suggested postponing commencement until midsummer, after the virus peak has been reached
in the state.
He said that Red Cloud was able to hold a commencement for its nine graduates, with attendees
sitting in vehicles but that not all school districts in the state will be able to do that.


·         Ricketts said the state is providing personal protective equipment to the state’s Native
American tribes but has advised them that direct allocations of funds will come from the
CARES Act, which allocated $11 billion to the tribes.


A representative of the Omaha Tribe maintained that the state had “withdrawn” its offer of financial







aid. The governor said that was a misunderstanding.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: 14 senators ask Ricketts to broaden definition of essential workers
 
Fourteen Nebraska state senators are calling on Gov. Pete Ricketts to shore up protections for state
employees and other front-line workers.
In a letter sent Thursday, the senators said they have heard concerns from  constituents working on
the front lines of the COVID-19 response about their own health, safety, and stability.
They urged Ricketts to include grocery store, pharmacy and food production workers in the
definition of front-line emergency service providers. Those emergency workers could then qualify
under the coronavirus relief bill and any future federal acts for certain economic assistance and
benefits, such as access to emergency child care, said Lincoln Sen. Kate Bolz. 
The letter also asked the governor to:
* Allow every state employee possible to work from home. Currently about 30% are working
remotely.
* Allow services provided to the public, such as Department of Motor Vehicles, Department of
Health and Human Services and Department of Labor services to be provided over the phone or
delayed until the crisis passes, and closing offices to face-to-face interaction wherever possible to
protect state employees.
* Issue a proclamation or guidance to businesses to promote proper social distancing, work-from-
home policies, adopt additional health and screening practices, expand personnel and leave
provisions that encourage self-quarantine to contain spread. 
Ricketts spoke to the letter in his daily briefing, saying he hasn't made a formal distinction in his
recommendations of which essential workers have to go to work versus everybody else. 
Emergency workers can be designated for priority in virus testing and lodging programs, he said, but
programs may be extended to others down the road. 
"I think we prioritized appropriately," he said. 
The 14 senators are Sens. Dan Quick, Sue Crawford, Adam Morfeld, Rick Kolowski, Kate Bolz, Anna
Wishart, Carol Blood, Robert Hilkemann, Machaela Cavanaugh, Wendy DeBoer, Megan Hunt, Sara
Howard, John McCollister and Matt Hansen. 
By JoAnne Young
 


NTV: State Senators calling on Gov. Ricketts to strengthen protections for workers
 
LINCOLN, Neb. - A bipartisan group of Nebraska State Senators are calling on Governor Pete Ricketts
to strengthen protection for state and public workers. The call was instigated by an uptick in
concerns raised by constituents working on the front lines in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The letter calls on Governor Ricketts to:


·         Immediately include grocery store workers, pharmacy workers, and food production
workers in the state’s definition of front-line emergency service providers.


·         Allow every state employee possible to work from home.
·         Allow services provided to the public, such as DMV, DHHS, and Labor services to be


provided over the phone or delayed until the crisis passes and closing local offices for face-
to-face interaction wherever possible to protect state employees.


·         Issue a proclamation or guidance to businesses to promote proper social distancing, work
from home policies, adopting additional health and screening practices, expanding







personnel and leave practices that encourage self-quarantine to contain spread.


At the end of the letter the senators thanked the Governor for his and his team's hard work during
the pandemic, asking them to continue to help other workers in Nebraska “stay home, stay healthy,
and stay connected.”
 


OWH: Ricketts rejects Lathrop's call to prevent Nebraska Crossing from reopening
 
LINCOLN — A state senator from Omaha on Thursday predicted a spike in coronavirus cases unless
Gov. Pete Ricketts takes action to block the Nebraska Crossing shopping mall from reopening.
“I think we’ve seen what happens when we are not staying put,” State Sen. Steve Lathrop said.
“You’re seeing hot spots in Grand Island and Sioux Falls.”
“If people start going back to retail like pre-virus days, we’re going to have more people get sick,
more people spreading things, more people in the hospital and more people subject to this life-
threatening condition,” he said.
The governor, during his daily coronavirus briefing, rejected Lathrop’s call for a stay-at-home order
to block the reopening of the outlet mall, which has planned a “soft” opening in a week and a grand
opening in two weeks.
“We haven’t asked anyone to close,” Ricketts said. “We are asking Nebraskans to exercise their
personal responsibility, their civic duty, to do the right thing.”
That, he said, includes following the “six rules” he unveiled last week to keep Nebraskans safe. One
of the rules is to avoid unnecessary shopping trips and, if you must shop, to leave family and friends
at home and go alone. Ricketts unveiled the rules as he urged Nebraskans to redouble their social
distancing efforts through the final weeks of April.
“We’ve got to continue to stay focused on this, but we don’t need to say that person or this person
needs to close their business,” the governor said.
Nebraska Crossing has said that it would be the first shopping mall in North America to reopen and
that it could serve as a “case study” and help establish best practices for reopening stores. But the
head of the Nebraska Hospital Association has condemned the reopening as an “irresponsible” move
that would nullify the progress the state has made in slowing the spread of COVID-19, the disease
caused by the coronavirus.
Lathrop, in a letter to the governor on Wednesday, said the outlet mall has “nonessential
businesses” that shouldn’t be allowed to reopen until effective treatments for the virus are found
and more progress is made toward developing a vaccine.
“Social distancing is not a cure,” the senator said. He fears that if restrictions on public gatherings
are relaxed, cases of coronavirus will begin spiking because the vast majority of Nebraskans have not
been exposed to it.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Ricketts won't ask Nebraska Crossing outlet mall not to reopen
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Thursday all signs suggest that his plan to control the spread of the
coronavirus in the state is working and that he has not asked Nebraska Crossing Outlets to delay its
scheduled reopening at a time when presence of the virus in the state is expected to peak.
Rod Yates, owner of the shopping mall along Interstate 80 between Omaha and Lincoln, said he is
planning to reopen some outlets next week.
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Questioned at his daily coronavirus news briefing whether he has asked Yates to delay that
reopening, Ricketts said: "I have not spoken with Nebraska Crossing. We have not asked anyone to
close.  
"We are asking Nebraskans to exercise their personal responsibility," the governor said, and perform
their "civic duty."
"Nebraskans do the right thing," Ricketts said.
On Wednesday, Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha sent the governor a letter urging him to issue a stay-
at-home order to prevent the shopping mall from reopening "until health professionals believe we
are adequately prepared to safely allow movement within businesses across the state."
Laura Redoutey, president of the Nebraska Hospital Association, has said reopening the shopping
center at this time could "nullify our efforts" to put a clamp on the virus in Nebraska.
Reopening now "poses a serious risk to the health of all Nebraskans," she wrote in a letter to the
Omaha World-Herald.
Rather than issue a shelter-in-place order to remain at home, Ricketts has urged Nebraskans to work
at home, limit shopping to once a week, closed schools, confined restaurants and bars to off-sale
service, banned gatherings of more than 10 people and asked individuals to maintain 6 feet of
physical distance from one another.
"We haven't closed businesses. We have asked people to stay at home," the governor said. "Our
plan is working.
"We don't plan on changing the plan; we will stick with that plan."
Looking ahead beyond April, the governor said, there "probably will be some distancing for the
foreseeable future until there is a vaccine."
Responding later in the day to President Donald Trump's announcement of guidelines that he
believes states should follow in beginning to open up the economy, Ricketts said he appreciates the
president's guidance.
"It is critical that we get people back to work safely and continue to slow the spread of the virus as
the country opens up," the governor said. 
Speaking at the governor's news briefing, Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said
"things appear to be fairly well under control in Grand Island," despite the number of confirmed
cases in Hall County surpassing 330 on Thursday.
The number of coronavirus patients in intensive care at CHI St. Francis in Grand Island has dropped
as has the number on ventilators. In Hastings, he said, four patients are on ventilators.
"Those are the hot spots right now," he said.
The Nebraska National Guard has returned to Grand Island to institute new testing for the virus
through Saturday, Ricketts said.
Grand Island and Hall County have the highest number of coronavirus cases in the state, even more
than populous Omaha and Douglas County. Many cases in the central Nebraska county were
generated at the JBS Beef Plant, although there also have been clusters of cases at long-term-care
centers.
"We are paying attention to Grand Island," Ricketts said.
"I've reached out to major employers in Grand Island to see what they are doing" to provide worker
protection and social distancing, he said.
"Grand Island is a manufacturing town, (and) that's not an easy place to work from home."
Ricketts said the state is working with food processing plants in an effort to keep them open.
Lincoln Children's Zoo President and CEO John Chapo joined the briefing to announce that the zoo







will offer virtual, interactive tours of the zoo for elementary school children during this time when
schools are closed.
"Teachers can bring up to 100 children to interact with the zookeepers," he said. The zoo plans to
provide tours at least 12 to 15 times a week.
State Education Commissioner Matthew Blomstedt suggested that schools could consider waiting to
honor this year's senior class graduates with ceremonies in July if the coronavirus threat has been
tamed by then.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Grace: Nebraska should send clear message, like a stay-at-home order, to defeat
coronavirus
 
The posted speed limit on Interstate 80 near the exit to the Nebraska Crossing mall in Sarpy County
is 75 mph.
Drivers, for their sakes and the common good, are supposed to go no faster than that and no slower
than 40.
Those speed limits are as clear as the black numbers on the white roadside sign, as clear as the
digital message flashing “Nebraska Strong” in the mostly empty parking lot of a massive Gretna
shopping mall on this sunny still-pandemic April day.
The lot is empty now because of Gov. Pete Ricketts’ stay-at-home-through-April request. But by next
week, expect to see more cars outside Nebraska Crossing. The mall’s owner, Rod Yates, has decided
to speed past the state’s voluntary policy, and Ricketts won’t stop him.
Some critics see Yates as a lead-footed driver and contend that the governor is too willing to yield.
Others support Yates’ goal of making Nebraska Crossing the first mall in North America to reopen. A
day after the news drew national attention, neither Yates nor Ricketts appeared to change lanes.
Yates might appear to be flooring it. (After all, Nebraska schools are looking at potential fall-at-home
contingencies). But he said he’s still driving safely. Some of the global brands that fill the 80-plus
shopping bays at Nebraska Crossing had noted Nebraska’s relatively lower coronavirus curve and
asked him to be the test case for reopening retail.
Yates, who lives in Omaha, was happy to “do my part as a landlord to help a trillion-dollar industry
get back on its feet.”
The governor said Wednesday that it was Nebraskans’ civic duty to voluntarily comply with his
health directives versus “the heavy hand of government coming down on you.”
A formal stay-at-home order has been something Ricketts has avoided like — how to put it? — the
plague.
Instead, Ricketts has relied on an appeal to common sense and Nebraska Nice in offering a softer —
and not ineffective — approach. A World-Herald analysis found the state ranks low in both known
coronavirus cases and deaths, and Dr. Anthony Fauci, the immunologist on the national stage, said
the state is doing a good job.
Ricketts has issued directives summed up by a catchphrase: stay home, stay healthy, stay connected.
He has warned that April would be bad. He has said to hunker down. He has told Nebraskans to shop
just once a week, alone, and only for essential services.
But when Yates, the mall owner, blew past him in the left lane on Tuesday, the governor let him go
rather than pulling him over for speeding. Ricketts wouldn’t even address whether the mall qualified
as an essential service.
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A visit Wednesday to the mall with big names like Nike and North Face showed why Yates would be
eager to hit the gas. An empty shopping mall is an especially eerie place with its locked doors and
piped-in pop music.
Who wants to be stranded on that shoulder?
Walking through, I yearned for pre-pandemic normal. I walked by closed Vineyard Vines wishing I
could take my 14-year-old and a gaggle of her friends there so they could spend (too much) on T-
shirts. I’d love to see my toddler nephews climbing on the playground. Plus my daily uniform of old
yoga pants and a million Christmases-ago sweater could use a change-up. Even as I wear masks in
public and avoid the grocery store and bathe in hand sanitizer, I’m not sure I wouldn’t have crossed
J. Crew’s shiny threshold if it had been open on Wednesday.
But the speed limits aren’t just to protect our personal safety by curbing our own risk-taking. They
are based on scientific study and intended for the good of the entire community everybody.
A speeding driver doesn’t just risk his own neck. He risks the lives of others around him.
There were a few people at Nebraska Crossing on Wednesday— a handful of clients of dog trainer
Kristin Sandstede’s.
Everyone appeared to be properly distanced as they walked their pooches on empty sidewalks in
front of locked doors that beckoned shoppers to go online or stay safe.
Sandstede said the coronavirus rules were confusing and besides, what is “essential” anyway?
Does it make sense for a Costco to be open with its crowded lines when an open-air shopping mall
remains closed? Don’t people get to decide for themselves?
“If you don’t like it being open,” she said of Nebraska Crossing, “then don’t come.”
Client Lori May was conflicted. She understands the desire to reopen, get life back to normal and
restore some business. Her husband’s dental practice in Fremont is shuttered right now. But
opening a mall seemed, she said, “premature.”
Then again, she had gone to Hy-Vee just the day before to get her husband some Mickey Mouse
trinkets, including a balloon. They were supposed to be in Disneyland for his birthday and, of course,
that’s out.
May said she wore a mask but felt guilty getting something as trivial as a balloon, knowing that the
clerk who waited on her risks getting sick by having to work during the pandemic.
Without posting a speed limit, Ricketts has relied on people to drive safely. But if Nebraska Crossing
reopens too soon, what’s to stop other businesses from bypassing the governor’s request and
following Yates in the fast lane?
Yates is hoping to be a national model. He talks about “best practices” and says he plans a careful
soft opening. At first, just a quarter of the stores will be open as store managers figure out how to
safely distance employees and customers and make decisions on when to send a potentially sick
person home.
People have to get back to work, Yates said, and why not show how to do that correctly?
Stuck in the car with Yates are the mall employees who will have to put their own health on the line
when the stores reopen. Yates is offering thermometers, plastic shields and masks. That might feel
insufficient, the way a seat belt does for a passenger when the driver starts to speed.
The coronavirus is vexingly invisible, which makes the need for clarity in the response even greater.
How will Yates keep crowds thin enough? How can he make the test case a success story and not put
the state on the map for being, as Nebraska State Sen. Adam Morfeld dubbed it, “Covid Crossing”?
Yates said he’s encouraging shoppers to follow the grocery rules: Come alone. Don’t linger. He also
acknowledged that this is an experiment.







Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert has shown what clear rules look like. Like Ricketts, Stothert first relied
on good will when she asked Omahans to quit going to city parks in groups. But picnickers, soccer
teams and others ignored the “directive,” so Stothert closed the parks, except for those passing
through, including golfers.
We all yearn to get the family roadster back on the open highway.
But right now, the time calls for taking it slow — and that requires unambiguous traffic signs.
Here’s one I saw on I-80, heading back home after my trip to Nebraska Crossing. The overhead sign
pointed drivers to a state website on quarantine directives.
Wouldn’t it have been clearer to just flash two words? Stay home.
By Erin Grace
 


WJAG: Nebraska Department of Education formulating various plans for schools
 
LINCOLN - When the coronavirus will dissipate and when a vaccine will be developed is still up in the
air.
With that being said, Nebraska Department of Education Commissioner Mathew Blomstedt is
discussing how to do wellness checks with families, how graduation will work, and what to do for
summer school.
During the daily coronavirus press conference at the Capitol Thursday Blomstedt said he’s working
closely with schools, various superintendents, and Governor Pete Ricketts on how and when they
will know what the data looks like so they can start to begin planning for opening schools this
coming fall.
"We have to be prepared there might be needs for contingency plans, but this group of
superintendents have been very committed to working with me and working with partners that we
might bring together. I've had conversations with post-secondary education partners as well to look
at the data. By the middle of the summer, perhaps by July, we'll have a conversation with data
elements that we know and understand, and we can provide some of that planning."
Blomstedt said he’s in the process of coming up with a scalable summer school program that
involves digital materials.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


NTV: Gov. Ricketts: Federal abortion rulings won't impact Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — A federal appeals court panel ruled that medication abortions, in which women
take pills to terminate a pregnancy, can be provided in Texas during the coronavirus pandemic.
The ruling Monday from a three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals was among
several developments in Republican-led states where governors have sought to prohibit almost all
abortions by classifying them as elective procedures that should be put off during the virus outbreak.
Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott issued an executive order last month that bars non-essential
medical procedures so that health resources can go to treating coronavirus patients. Texas’
Republican attorney general has said that providing abortions other than for an immediate medical
emergency would violate the order.
But a three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said that medication abortions can
go forward. In a concurrence, Judge James L. Dennis wrote that Texas' move to ban medication
abortions “is a strong indication that the enforcement is pretextual and does not bear a ‘real or
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substantial relation’ to the public health crisis we are experiencing.”
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts said Tuesday that he didn't think federal rulings would have an
impact on Nebraska's Directed Health Measures.
"Our DHM, again, was applied in a uniform way to people with regard to all those elective surgeries
regardless of what you're doing. If you're doing an elective surgery for replacing a knew versus doing
an abortion," said Ricketts.
The governor said those surgeries can only be done in critical situations.
Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge on Wednesday asked the appeals court to lift a federal
judge's order that allowed the state's only surgical abortion clinic to continue performing the
procedure.
The state last week ordered Little Rock Family Planning Services to not perform surgical abortions
unless they were needed to protect the life and health of the mother.
The state argued that the clinic violated a ban on elective surgeries during the coronavirus
pandemic. Other states have used similar orders to restrict abortions.
Monday, a 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel upheld a lower-court order that overturned an
Oklahoma ban.
The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals also declined to hear an appeal by Ohio Attorney General Dave
Yost seeking to reverse a judge’s temporary restraining order allowing abortion facilities in the state
to continue performing surgical abortions.
In Louisiana, an abortion provider in Shreveport filed a federal lawsuit to block any state attempts to
ban abortions during the pandemic. June Medical Group, which operates the Hope clinic, said
abortions are still currently being done
The Shreveport clinic is at the center of a separate case currently at the Supreme Court over
whether doctors who perform abortions must have admitting privileges at a nearby hospital.
And in Tennessee, abortion providers filed an emergency motion in federal court seeking an order
that would allow them to continue providing surgical abortions.
Over the weekend, Texas abortion clinics asked the Supreme Court to step in to allow medication
abortions.
Such an abortion involves taking one pill at a clinic, then taking a second pill 24 to 48 hours later,
typically at home. Clinics have argued that medication abortions do not require personal protective
equipment like masks, gloves and gowns that might be needed for coronavirus patients.
Texas permits medication abortions during the first 10 weeks of pregnancy.
“Now it’s time for Gov. Abbott to end his exploitation of this pandemic to ban all abortion access,”
said Nancy Northup, president and CEO of the Center for Reproductive Rights. "None of it is
medically justified, all of it is unconstitutional, and women are being thrown into a state of fear and
uncertainty.”
Attorney General Ken Paxton's office didn't immediately respond to a request for comment Tuesday
on the court's ruling.
Texas Alliance for Life issued a written statement calling on abortion providers to follow the original
order to free up doctors and supplies.
“The most recent order fails to recognize the danger abortion providers pose to the public by
refusing to comply with Governor Abbott’s executive order in the same way other providers of non-
immediately medically necessary surgeries and procedures have done,” said Texas Alliance for Life
Executive Director Joe Pojman.
 







NET: Grand Island Healthcare Workers Manage An Uptick In Possible COVID Patients;
Other Essential Workers Ask For More From The State
 
While Grand Island is bracing for a further increase in COVID-19 cases, local hospitals are still holding
their own. But the pressure to manage an influx of patients is falling heavily on hospital staff without
specialized ICU training. And they're not the only workers feeling the pressure lately.


Central Health District Director Teresa Anderson says Hall, Merrick and Hamilton counties now share
over 300 confirmed cases of COVID-19, with most cases in Grand Island.
Officials expect that number to peak in just a week and a half: the outbreak could
ultimately overwhelm the area’s healthcare system, which Anderson said is already stressed.
“If we take our lessons from what's been happening in other parts of the country, I'm going to say
the writing is on the wall,” she warned.


But providers have avoided hitting capacity so far. Ed Hannon, president of St. Francis Hospital in
Grand Island, says patient volume has been steady, but not unmanageable. The hospital is currently
about 50 percent full.
“About 65 patients a day are coming into the ER. Of that, maybe half have respiratory type
symptoms," he said on a press call Thursday.
Those respiratory cases are often sent to a recently opened fast track area, where doctors can triage
them for hospitalization.
ICU beds have been harder to come by, with fewer than five available Thursday afternoon. But only
a handful of patients are being admitted each day, as the vast majority can manage their symptoms
at home.
Mary Lanning Hospital, which is just south of St. Francis in Hastings, has not activated its surge plan
to cope with an influx of coronavirus patients. Mary Lanning continues to have capacity and can take
more patients: as of Thursday, eight people were being treated for COVID-19. Four remain on
ventilators in the intensive care unit.
Similar to St. Francis Hospital, Mary Lanning is not struggling with a shortage of equipment or bed
capacity. Director of Nursing Ronda Ehly said keeping ICU beds properly staffed is the bigger issue.
"Not every nurse in my hospital can take care of an ICU patient on a ventilator," she said.
"So I have to make sure that not only are our patients safely taken care of with a nurse with the right
skill set, but also, those nurses that are stretching beyond their skill set feel comfortable and
supported in what they're doing."
Workers across all essential fields are finding their boundaries stretched as they keep the state
functioning. And in some cases, employees feel the state has been too unwilling to regulate
employers' pandemic policies.
After hearing from workers who must deal with the public, ten Nebraska state senators asked
Governor Ricketts to take more action to protect them from the virus.
In a letter, the lawmayers asked Ricketts to formally consider people working in food production,
grocery stores, and pharmacies "front line emergency service providers". They also requested
private businesses get additional guidance on best ways to keep their employees safe.
Senator Kate Bolz of Lincoln was among those making the request.
"We've heard from several workers who are concerned about the things that they're being asked to
do on the job," she said.
"And we think that gubernatorial guidance to private employers could help give those employees the







foundation that they need to advocate to their employers about things like access to cleaning
products, safe social distancing, and remote work whenever possible."
Bolz and the other nine senators said they also continue to hear from state employees concerned
about government departments keeping office hours. The letter requests Ricketts allow every state
employee to work from home if possible, and temporarily close offices to the public.
By Christina Stella and Bill Kelly
 


GII: Peak is a week and a half away, says Central District Health
 
Teresa Anderson of the Central District Health Department says the number of COVID-19 cases in
the three-county area probably won’t peak for another week and a half.
“Our expectation is that every day we will see a large number of new cases and every day we will see
a number of deaths,” Anderson said at Thursday’s COVID-19 community update from City Hall.
“We believe that we haven’t peaked yet, that we have maybe a week and a half before we’ll actually
peak,” she said. “I would desperately love to be wrong about all of this. But if we take our lessons
from what’s been happening in other parts of the country, I’m going to say the writing is on the
wall.“
The Central District has a chance to reduce the number of cases by practicing social distancing, hand
washing, staying home when you’re sick and wearing a mask.
“So let’s see if we can’t prove me wrong, and I will be happy,” Anderson said.
During the update, Anderson answered two questions that had been submitted by the public. Noting
that hospitals seem to be keeping up with COVID-19, the questioner asked if there is a number that
would overwhelm Grand Island’s health care system.
“What we know is that our health care system currently is being taxed, or stressed. CHI St. Francis is
doing a fantastic job of keeping up, with 17 ventilators. But because we keep getting very ill people
admitted to the hospital, they’re needing to transfer out people on ventilators,” Anderson said.
At a press briefing Wednesday, Gov. Pete Ricketts said 17 people are on ventilators at CHI Health St.
Francis. At least seven COVID-19 patients this week have been transferred to other hospitals,
including ones in Omaha, the Omaha World-Herald reported. But CHI St. Francis is not at capacity
and staff members are staying calm and collected, said Ricketts and Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s
chief medical officer.
Anderson said Thursday that “one of the problems is having enough equipment at the hospital for
this surge in cases. Another key problem is that ventilators require special attention by specialized
nurses, and there aren’t enough.
“Again, CHI is doing a fantastic job of recruiting other CHI ventilator-trained nurses to come and
provide assistance here,” Anderson said. But people in this area need to stop the spread today “or
we will be very quickly overwhelmed.”
At the beginning of her talk, Anderson said her “smile today is a little bit strained, because we have
increasingly
bad news.”
The district now has more than 300 documented lab-tested COVID-19 cases.
The state Department of Health and Human Services reported that Howard County has its first
confirmed COVID-19 case. The Howard County resident is a man in his 60s with underlying health
conditions who was known to be in direct contact with another person who was later identified to
have COVID-19.







Thursday morning, Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue stressed the importance of “our food
supply continuing during the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Mayor Roger Steele. “He said that food
supply workers are essential and critical to our national security. And that is why food processing
plants like JBS should remain in production, if possible.
“I speak to the management at JBS several times a week,” Steele said.
During his most recent call, Steele told JBS General Manager Zack Ireland that the Salvation Army
and Hope Harbor needed more beef. Ireland replied, without hesitation, that 200 pounds of beef
would be donated to each, Steele said.
“He said that our community has been good to JBS and they are happy to give back. I personally
thank JBS for providing food during a time when many people need help with basic necessities, such
as food,” he said.
Steele said Grand Island city employees are also critical workers as defined by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security.
“We all have fresh water, electricity, sanitary sewer service, solid waste disposal and well-maintained
streets, in addition to life-saving police protection, fire protection and ambulance service, because
our city employees have stayed on the job,” Steele said. “My ability to speak to you is because of the
city’s IT Department continuing with its efforts to keep the work of City Hall connected. I am grateful
to all city employees who deliver life-sustaining services to our community. To them, I say thank
you.”
Steele also reminded viewers of the requirements of the state’s directed health measure. He
mentioned the City Council decision Tuesday night, which gives police the power to issue fines of
$100 to people who violate the order.
“Please make sure you comply voluntarily, so you do not get a citation for $100,” Steele said.
On Wednesday, Central District Health announced that there have been 40 COVID-19 positive tests
among staff members and residents in eight long-term care facilities and home health services in
Hall County, and one in Hamilton County.
“We expect that number to continue to grow, not only in those long-term care facilities, but
throughout our three counties,” Anderson said Thursday.
As health officials review each COVID-19 case, they look for common factors. “Do they all live in one
area of the three-country district? Are they all family members? What do they have in common? At
this time, we can tell you they really have nothing in common,” Anderson said. “That leads us to
believe the virus truly is everywhere.”
The other question from the public was, “What is being done to make sure the virus doesn’t
continue to spread through nursing homes or long-term care facilities?”
Anderson said each of the long-term care facilities has a relationship with DHHS to address issues of
infection control. Each facility can use an information line to ask questions. “Each of the facilities has
been provided with personal protective equipment for the staff to use when they’re working with
their residents,” Anderson said. “One of our big problems in long-term care facilities is having the
care workers work when they have no symptoms, but they can spread the virus.”
The district has wonderful resources, and people are “working very efficiently and very effectively as
a whole in all of our communities,” Anderson said.
But the virus is difficult to control. “And this is a new virus. We’re learning every day more about it.
It’s frustrating to us that we can’t catch up to the virus,” she said.
People should wear a mask when they go out in public and make sure it’s well-fitted, she said.
Except for the people living in our homes, we should all stay six feet apart, she said.







“The minute you start feeling symptoms of any kind, and there are a huge variety of symptoms
associated with this virus, you need to remove yourself from any other individuals and isolate,” she
said. “We have no room for error. Everyone must do their part.”
Anderson said “this is not a time to try to place blame or to find out who started this problem. We
knew that we had the possibility of having a severe case of COVID-19. Every community knew that.”
For whatever reason, she said, Grand Island and Hall County have become the leading area of the
state “for infection and spread. So we’re going to continue the things we have been doing and we
want you to continue as well.”
By Jeff Bahr
 


AP: Grand Island area now has most coronavirus cases in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A central Nebraska county with a major meatpacking plant and a lot of
nursing homes and manufacturing facilities now has more coronavirus cases than any other county
in the state, according to new public health data.
Hall County confirmed 278 cases on Wednesday, surpassing the 263 known cases in Omaha’s
Douglas County, even though Douglas County has nearly nine times as many residents.
Hall County, which includes Grand Island, has seen a spike in cases at the JBS USA meatpacking plant,
the McCain Foods frozen appetizer factory, nursing homes and a health clinic. Last week, the farm
equipment manufacturer Case New Holland temporarily halted production to protect line workers
who work in close proximity.
The actual number of Hall County cases is likely much higher than what’s reported because the
county has a “very limited” number of tests available, said Central District Health Department
Director Teresa Anderson. The Nebraska National Guard helped test people last week, and Gov. Pete
Ricketts said members will continue that work this weekend.
 


OWH: Grand Island's rate of COVID-19 cases is higher than Michigan's, close to
Louisiana's
 
The Grand Island area — by far Nebraska’s biggest coronavirus hot spot — now has rates of illness
comparable to some of the hardest-hit states in the country.
Not only does surrounding Hall County now have more cases than any county in Nebraska, its per
capita case rate is almost 12 times that of Douglas County and more than 25 times that of Lancaster
County, a World-Herald analysis found.
The Hall County rate is also now about equal to that of Louisiana, which ranks among the top states
nationally in both cases and deaths. It’s also higher than the per capita rate in Michigan, a state that
has been in such a significant state-ordered lockdown because of the virus that it’s spawned public
protests.
And as eye-popping as such numbers are, Grand Island, Nebraska’s third-largest metro area, is still
likely weeks away from its peak of cases and deaths. The sixth death in the local three-county health
district was reported Thursday.
“Our expectation is that every day we will see large numbers of new cases and every day we will see
a number of deaths,” Central District Health Department Director Teresa Anderson said Thursday. “If
we take our lessons from what’s been happening in other parts of the country, I’m going to say the
writing is on the wall.”







Despite such numbers, Gov. Pete Ricketts continued to say Thursday that the state’s response to the
coronavirus pandemic is working.
Ricketts said the state has provided Grand Island help with testing and with tracing the contacts of
people who test positive. And he said he has been on the phone with Grand Island employers to
make sure they are taking steps to reduce the spread of the virus.
“We are paying attention to Grand Island,” he said during his daily coronavirus briefing.
He and Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief medical officer, also noted that the health care system in
Grand Island has been up to the task of handling the surge of patients.
As of noon Thursday, there were 13 patients in St. Francis hospital’s 16-bed intensive care unit,
including 11 on ventilators. There are more than a half-dozen additional ventilators available and still
more within the CHI network.
Down the road at Mary Lanning Healthcare in Hastings, four of the 10 ICU beds are occupied by
coronavirus patients.
“All in all, things seem to be fairly well under control in Grand Island,” Anthone said of the health
care landscape.
Hours later, the local health agency reported 61 new coronavirus cases in Hall County, bringing the
total there to a state-leading 339. That’s despite the fact that Hall has one-ninth the population of
Douglas County.
The number of cases in Hall County is essentially doubling of every four days. That’s more than twice
the rate of Nebraska as a whole, which is currently doubling every nine days.
Overall, Nebraska as a state continues to rate well nationally in coronavirus cases and deaths. On
Thursday, it ranked 42nd among the 50 states in cases per capita and 44th in deaths.
But the story is different on a county-by-county basis, as Hall, Kimball, Adams and Custer Counties
have all emerged as hotbeds for COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus. Each of those counties
has seen cases at three or more times the state average rate.
Hall County’s rate, when measured per 10,000 people, has also reached a point that is comparable
to the rates seen in states hit hardest by the pandemic.
As of Thursday morning, while Hall County’s rate was still less than half the astronomical rate seen in
New York, it was almost equal that of Louisiana, which has the nation’s third-highest rate overall and
No. 4 death rate. And it was much higher than Michigan’s rate.
Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s College of Public Health, said the
figures in Hall County are “cause for caution.”
The doctor declined to say whether additional measures are needed, saying he wasn’t aware of all
that are already in place in the county. The Ricketts administration has adopted a system of county-
level directed health measures to control the virus. But Khan said people there clearly need to heed
state and local officials’ stay-at-home message.
“The bottom line is everyone should be staying at home, and we should clearly be helping this
community,” Khan said.
Taylor Gage, a spokesman for Ricketts, questioned comparisons with statewide rates elsewhere,
saying it would be more appropriate to look at similar-sized counties or other hot spots across the
country.
“Grand Island is a hot spot,” he said. “The regional and state hospital systems are strong, and we are
closely managing hospital-related cases in conjunction with local health officials.”
In Grand Island, local health director Anderson said the high numbers are occurring “despite our
best efforts.”
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She said the county is getting much-needed additional testing and will continue to advise residents
to follow social distancing guidelines.
There have been a number of cases in Grand Island centered on large employers, including a
meatpacking plant. And there are also a large number tied to nursing homes and long-term-care
facilities, with 40 workers and residents at nine facilities having already tested positive.
But in the end, Anderson said, the disease has now spread so much that it can’t really be linked to
any one employer, facility, family or part of town.
“What do (cases) have in common?” she said. “At this time, we can tell you they really have nothing
in common. That leads us to believe the virus is truly everywhere.”
By Henry J. Cordes and Erin Duffy
 


OWH: New UNMC modeling predicts 50 to 180 coronavirus deaths in Nebraska
 
New modeling by the University of Nebraska Medical Center indicates that social distancing is
making a difference with COVID-19 but that Nebraska can still expect between 50 and 180 deaths.
Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the UNMC College of Public Health, discussed the results during Thursday’s NET
News town hall with Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Deaths in Nebraska stood at 25 on Thursday, based on state and local numbers. Nebraska hasn’t
peaked yet, Khan said, but “what we are doing is making a difference.”
Khan and Ricketts dismissed the allure of seeking “herd immunity” by abandoning restrictions.
“Herd immunity means 60 to 80% of people get infected,” Khan said. “Herd immunity would have
been devastation in terms of … cases and deaths.”
By Nancy Gaarder
 


Scottsbluff SH: COVID-19 cases in Panhandle continue to remain low, while other areas
of the state see surges
 
As cases in some area of the state have had a large growth in cases of the coronavirus case, the
Panhandle has not, to date.
On Thursday, Scotts Bluff County officials updated that 33 positive cases have been confirmed in the
Panhandle, with one more case from Scotts Bluff County reported. That person, a man in his 40s,
who Scotts Bluff County Health Director Paulette Schnell reported did have connections to
previously reported Scotts Bluff County cases. PPHD said all close contacts of the man had been
contacted and were self-quarantining.
To date, Panhandle health officials have tested 725 people since March 2. Fourteen people have
recovered, with persons in Box Butte County, Cheyenne County, Morrill County and Scotts Bluff
County among those persons who have recovered. Officials did not provide any updates on persons
who were hospitalized and had tested positive for the coronavirus. Last week, three people from the
Panhandle were reported to have been hospitalized. One of those individuals, a Kimball man who
had been hospitalized for about two weeks, has been released. The status of the two other
individuals was not known.
In other areas of the state, the COVID-19 case is much more serious.
On Wednesday, Hall County, where Grand Island is located, reported 278 cases, exceeding cases
reported in other areas of the state, including Douglas County. On that same day, Douglas County
reported 263 cases. Douglas County reported its first case on March 6 and Hall County didn’t report
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its first case until nearly three weeks later, on March 26.
Media in Hall County were reporting an additional 71 cases had been reported Thursday, but state
numbers did not yet reflect those cases as of press time. In Thursday evening’s update, the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services had reported that the state had exceeded 1,000 cases,
reporting 1,066 cases as of press time.
Those numbers, however, don’t include the latest surge in cases in Hall County, with the local health
department reporting 339 cases in its Thursday update. State totals still reflect Hall County at 268
cases. Twenty-four deaths have been associated with the coronavirus, according to the Nebraska
DHHS.
At least two cases in the Panhandle have involved nursing homes. West Nebraska Veterans Home
and the Sidney Health Care Center both released information regarding protocols at those facilities
and Schnell said that officials are continuing with investigations at those facilities.
“We’re doing very aggressive testing with them and they’re being very cooperative.”
In Thursday’s briefing, people were also reminded about Gov. Pete Ricketts’ “Stay Home. Stay
Healthy. Stay Connected.” initiative, which is underway until the end of the month. The governor has
encouraged people to stay at home. Other health measures, such as wearing a mask when in public,
have also been recommended.
Engel said that officials continue to recommend that persons experiencing symptoms or possibly
exposed to coronavirus self-quarantine. She noted that some of the recent cases have not involved a
lot of reports about possible exposures because people are identified as close contacts and have
been self-quarantining during the time that they are believed to be contagious, which is a two to 14-
day window.
In other news, the Panhandle Health District officials noted that they had been interviewed by Time
Magazine on the approach taken by the rural health district.
“It was a really great opportunity to really talk about where we’ve come and what we’d done over
the last couple of months,” Director Kim Engel said, sayign it was heartwarming to talk about
partners and the proactive approach taken in the Panhandle. The district also talked about the
challenges and different perspectives, she said.
Businesses continue to be connected with resources through PPHD, which hosts a business call
regularly on Thursdays. Questions during Thursday’s call involved hiring of new employees - who are
recommended to quarantine if they have traveled from out of state - and other topics. Directed
health measures remain in place that have changed restaurant and bar operations and also closed
some businesses, such as salons and tattoo parlors.
For information on COVID-19 and resources, visit pphd.org.
By Maunette Loeks
 


OWH: Nebraska coronavirus cases top 1,000; two more deaths reported
 
Nebraska recorded two more deaths from the novel coronavirus on Thursday as the total number of
cases surpassed the 1,000 mark.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported Thursday evening that 1,066
cases have been confirmed in the state.
The two deaths reported Thursday occurred in Douglas and Hamilton Counties. According to state
and local figures, that brings Nebraska to 25 deaths.
The latest death in the Omaha metro area involved a man in his 70s who was suffering from multiple
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underlying conditions, according to the Douglas County Health Department.
In Hamilton County, a man in his 60s who lived in a long-term-care facility in Aurora died, according
to the Central District Health Department. This brought the district, which is anchored by Grand
Island, to its sixth death.
The Central District leads the state in coronavirus cases, exceeding Douglas County, which is far
more populous. The district has recorded 360 cases, of which 339 are in Hall County, where Grand
Island is; 15 are in Hamilton County; and six are in Merrick County.
Douglas County now has a total of 266 confirmed cases of the coronavirus and eight deaths resulting
from it.
Douglas County recorded three new cases Thursday, said Health Department spokesman Phil
Rooney.
They involve people who range in age from less than a year old to someone in their 50s, he said. One
of the people has been hospitalized. One of them had contact with someone known to be infected,
and the two other cases remain under investigation.
This was the second infant in as many days to test positive in the county. Rooney said he couldn’t
provide additional information on the two babies, including where they might have contracted the
virus and whether they are seriously ill, because of federal privacy laws.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reported three new cases Thursday, bringing the
total there to 62.
Two of Thursday’s cases involve women in their 30s and 50s and were acquired in the community.
At least 43 of the county’s cases were acquired by moving about the community, the Health
Department says.
The third case from Thursday is still under investigation and involves a person in their 30s.
Lancaster County has recorded one death.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


LJS: Carter Place Senior Living in Blair reopens after COVID-19 shut it down
 
A senior living facility in Blair that has seen at least 19 coronavirus cases and one death last week
reopened Wednesday.
Carter Place Senior Living temporarily closed in late March, and residents moved to neighboring
health care facilities and hospitals after both residents and staff tested positive for COVID-19. 
The facility brought back seven residents Wednesday, and an Enlivant spokesperson said it planned
to bring back others Thursday. 
"Beyond April 16th, we plan to welcome remaining residents back as they are deemed appropriate
to return by the hospital, which is responsible for determining the schedule of our residents’ return,
based on their symptoms and testing protocols," the spokesperson said in an email sent by owner
Enlivant's public relations firm. 
Enlivant said that, prior to reopening, it did a full cleaning and remediation of Carter Place,
continued staff training on COVID-19 best practices and procedures and conducted a voluntary
Nebraska Medicine Infection Control Assessment and Promotion program review and walk through
of Carter Place.
The infection control program and the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services have
cleared Carter Place to bring residents back, the Enlivant spokesperson said.
The facility will maintain ongoing COVID-19 precautions based on evolving guidance from the federal
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, prohibit all nonessential visitors, screen all employees
and essential visiting medical personnel, Enlivant said.
There will be no group activities, and all dining will occur in each resident’s room.
"Our top priority remains the safety and health of our residents and employees," the spokesperson
said. "We will continue to adjust our protocols based on evolving guidance from the CDC and in
coordination with local & state health departments.
The Carter Place resident who died Sunday was former Dana College professor Darrell Dibben. 
Carter Place is one of 230 Enlivant senior living communities across 26 states. Other locations in
Nebraska include those in Seward, Nebraska City, Fremont and Columbus. 
By JoAnne Young
 


KSNB: Two residents, three employees test positive for COVID-19 at Hastings nursing
facilities
 
HASTINGS, Neb. (KSNB) - Good Samaritan Society – Hastings Village in Hastings, Nebraska, has
confirmed that one resident and three employees in Perkins Pavilion skilled nursing facility, and one
resident in the Goldbeck Towers apartment have tested positive for COVID-19.
We are frequently communicating with all residents, staff and families. We are working closely with
state and local health officials to ensure our response plan meets the needs of this rapidly changing
situation, and are following their guidance on testing employees who may have been exposed.
Our team is taking extra precautions to monitor the health of staff and residents. The health and
safety of our residents, employees and the community we serve during this unprecedented
pandemic remains our highest priority.
 


LJS: CHI Health moving patients, ventilators to help Grand Island area
 
CHI Health said Thursday that it has transferred patients out of Grand Island and also moved
ventilators there from other hospitals to deal with the outbreak of COVID-19 in Hall County.
Cliff Robertson, CEO of the health system, said five patients had been transferred from CHI St.
Francis in Grand Island to Omaha-area hospitals within the past 36 hours. He also said ventilators
were sent to the hospital from CHI St. Elizabeth in Lincoln.
Robertson said the patients transferred were stable and they were moved to free up space in the
intensive care unit, not because the Grand Island hospital couldn't handle their treatment.
In fact, he said both CHI St. Francis and CHI Good Samaritan in Kearney are similar in size to St.
Elizabeth and all CHI Health employees get the same training whether they are in Omaha or a
smaller community.
As of Thursday evening, Hall County had 339 confirmed cases of COVID-19, well more than Douglas
County, which has about nine times the population.
Even with the transfers, as of Thursday morning, the Grand Island hospital still had 18 patients with
positive COVID-19 diagnoses, 13 of those in its ICU, 11 of whom were on ventilators.
By contrast, St. Elizabeth in Lincoln had 15 COVID-19 patients in the hospital Thursday, none of
whom were on ventilators. None of those patients were from Lincoln, however. There are 24 COVID-
19 patients on ventilators at CHI Health hospitals in the metro Omaha area.
Overall, Robertson said there is plenty of capacity in the CHI Health system, with 350 beds available
as of Thursday. That includes Grand Island.







No one in Hall County should "be afraid that the hospital is full," he said. "It is not."
The Grand Island hospital and all other CHI Health hospitals have adequate personal protective
equipment and the hospital system has experienced no shortages, Robertson said.
When asked whether any staff in Grand Island had tested positive for COVID-19, he said CHI Health
does not disclose that information, but he did say that there have been "an incredibly small number
of exposures (among staff) and an incredibly small number of folks who have tested positive for the
disease."
"So far we've been blessed," Robertson said.
That blessing has not extended to the company's financial situation, though, as he said CHI Health's
revenues are down 30% since the pandemic started.
Despite that, he said the health system has not furloughed any staff who work in patient areas,
including nonmedical workers, such as food and cleaning staff. Those workers are guaranteed pay as
long as they agree to be redeployed where necessary. Those who don't agree to that stipulation can
take paid time off, he said.
By Matt Olberding
 


NET: "It Feels Like Every Day We Have A Lesser Chance Of Controlling It": COVID-19 Hits
Hall County Hard
 
Hall County has more confirmed COVID-19 cases than any other Nebraska county; 339 as of today,
mostly from the city of Grand Island. NET producer Mike Tobias talks with Teresa Anderson, health
director of the Central District Health Department that serves Hall, Hamilton and Merrick counties;
her agency reports a total of 360 cases and six deaths from COVID-19 for all three counties.


Mike Tobias, NET News: First, give us a sense of what’s it like right now for Grand Island’s health care
providers, clinics and hospitals?
Teresa Anderson, Central District Health Department Health Director: I think it's rather stressful, and
hectic and challenging.
Tobias: Is the number of reported cases an accurate representation of the scope of COVID-19 in
Grand Island?
Anderson: What I can tell you is, and these are last week's numbers that I'm going to talk about, so
at the time that we had a thousand tests done, that was maybe the middle of last week, we have
78,000 people that we serve. So a thousand tests seems like a small number for that large
population. With that small number of tests we were seeing a pretty high rate of positives as
compared to our peers across the state. 
Tobias: You’ve said you’re hoping that “the number of much needed COVID-19 tests will increase."
Anderson: First I'll tell you where we are right now, because we have very limited testing. The
hospital, of course, has testing available. Our major clinics, our larger clinics have limited to no tests
available. So if we can't test to see where it is, and can't test to identify folks who are contagious,
regardless of whether they have symptoms or not, there's not much we can do to have them
quarantined. If you have a test that says "I'm positive," then you're more likely to say "I will stay
home." But if you have a few sniffles, or a little bit of a cough, you're more likely to just keep going
because that's our nature, at least in Nebraska. If we have more tests we can better identify the
depth of the problem. This week we have the National Guard here again, thanks to the DHHS and
the governor, so we're able to continue to test today, tomorrow and Saturday here in Grand Island.
But we can't test just everybody because we only have 50 tests per day. So what we're hoping to do
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with those tests is to prioritize individuals who have symptoms, or who have been with a close
contact who is identified as a positive COVID person. So we're trying to catch people at whatever
stage we can, and again with the whole goal, and this is kind of Public Health 101, is to identify
people who are contagious and have them quarantine.
Tobias: Any indication you'll get more tests?
Anderson: There is some indication of that. Just yesterday we requisitioned a number of tests for our
clinics, so that the tests would come here and we will be able to redistribute them to the clinic based
on need. Through the Governor's Office and through DHHS at the state level, they're able to procure
some of those tests for us. Otherwise we would be without much of any tests.
Tobias: Why are you seeing so many cases in Hall County?
Anderson: When we started down this path and knew that the pandemic was coming, we were
looking at how vulnerable we were in this three county area, but specifically in Hall County. We
know that, when we're looking at the county road map rankings that tell us how healthy we are
here, that we have some issues. We know that we have a lower median household income than the
rest of the state, in a large part, and we also know that, generally, vulnerable populations will include
our elderly, and we have a number of elderly citizens in our area. Also, when you're a culturally
diverse community like we are, that that's an increased risk for illness based on that alone.
Tobias: Has the Hispanic-Latino population been hit disproportionally hard? 
Anderson: The hard thing about that is that we have not kept data on race or ethnicity. While we
were preparing for this, we didn't prepare well for everything. So, at least, at the local level, and I'm
not sure what data we're submitting at the state level, I don't think that we're monitoring ethnicity
and race, but I'm not certain on that. I can tell you that we have a number of interpreters that we're
using in our contacts, so we are aware that we have some English as second language folks here and
we're working to connect with them. When we do that, it takes a little bit longer because we need to
use an interpreter to get the message there, but so far we've been able to provide those interpreters
in-house.
Tobias: What’s it going to take to slow your outbreak?
Anderson: So this is where we are right now. It feels like every day we have a lesser chance of
controlling it. We've worked with our community and I've been really vocal about the need for every
person to take this seriously. At this point, when we're getting 50 or 60 new cases every day, we're
concerned that there may not be anything that we can do to slow the spread, if we cannot get the
folks that live in this area to stay home and have social distancing and protect others and protect
ourselves from catching the virus.
Tobias: Is a stay-at-home order needed?
Anderson: I don't know how much further that goes than what our current directed health measure
is. But there has to be a way for us to get the message out. You have to stay home, and whether
that's voluntarily or whether it's mandated at the state level, we need to get people to stay home
Tobias: Do you have all the resources and help you need?
Anderson: We have a lot of support. I will to tell you that, within our community itself, we have a
really strong network of individuals, with the volunteers, the law enforcement, the first responders,
excellent working relationships with our providers and with the hospital. What I will tell you too is,
this is Public Health 101 as well, is that we say all public health is local. So we know that when we're
hit with a disaster or a public health emergency that we have to take care of ourselves and that's
what we've been doing. In addition to all of the folks within our community who reach out and
support us, we have had some assistance through DHHS and also through the College of Public







Health.
Tobias: Do you need more?
Anderson: Yeah, we do. We do. We're getting weary right now, and we're very committed and we're
very passionate. Anybody in this building is just willing to work however many hours it takes to meet
the needs of the community. But we need to be looking at how can we bring in some, I'm going to
say, fresh horses to help carry the load for a while, because I do believe that we're going to see these
numbers continue to increase over, at least the next 10 days and maybe for 14 days before we hit
that plateau.
By Mike Tobias
 


OWH: Jobless numbers continue to climb in Nebraska; more than 16,000 file claims
 
LINCOLN — More than 16,000 additional Nebraska workers filed first-time jobless claims last week
as the coronavirus pandemic continued to wreak economic havoc.
A report from the U.S. Department of Labor showed that 16,391 people filed for unemployment
benefits in Nebraska for the week that ended Saturday.
The number of claims was fewer than the records set in each of the previous two weeks but still
topped any weekly total prior to those two in Nebraska. It shows the continuing economic toll of
measures aimed at reducing the spread of the virus.
Over the past month, 83,870 Nebraskans have filed for unemployment benefits. Those include
people laid off from work as well as those on furlough. Federal legislation allowed self-employed
people and “gig” workers, such as Uber drivers, to seek pandemic unemployment benefits. Typically,
unemployment benefits are not available to those workers.
Retail trade accounted for the largest number of first-time claims by industry last week, while the
bulk of claims in late March were from accommodations and food service workers.
Nebraska Labor Commissioner John Albin said the state has added many more people to process the
unemployment claims. The state started with 32 claims adjusters. As of this week, there are about
200 people tackling the mountain of new filings. The goal is to get checks headed out to most people
within 28 days of filing.
The State Labor Department announced Wednesday that it has started issuing the extra $600 weekly
benefit payments available under the federal stimulus bill. The $600 payments are being made
separately from regular state unemployment benefits, which are a maximum of $440 weekly.
Along with the additional payments, the federal legislation allowed workers to draw unemployment
benefits for an additional 13 weeks beyond the usual 26-week limit.
Nebraska has waived some of its usual requirements as well. Workers do not have to take an unpaid
week before benefits can begin, and they are not required to search for work. Employers are not
being charged for benefits paid to their former employees if the layoff was because of the
coronavirus.
Nationally, the number of first-time applicants for unemployment benefits fell last week but still
came in at 5.25 million, capping four weeks of coronavirus-related shutdowns that erased more than
10 years of job creation. The initial jobless claims were at 6.62 million the prior week.
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Health officials seek to ease concerns raised by Antelope County's purchase of a
temporary morgue







 
LINCOLN — Health officials in north-central Nebraska are trying to tamp down concerns raised by
Antelope County’s purchase of a temporary morgue.
On Tuesday, the Antelope County Board purchased a refrigerated trailer for the purpose of holding
bodies in anticipation of a surge of deaths due to COVID-19.
But an official with the North-Central District Health Department, based in O’Neill, said Thursday
that the projected death toll used by the county to make the purchase was an estimate based on
people doing nothing to mitigate the spread of the virus, such as the social distancing measures
enacted by Gov. Pete Ricketts.
The projection — that up to 300 people could die in the nine counties served by that health district
— was for “planning purposes only,” and is most likely excessive because residents are adhering to
advisories to avoid large groups and stay at home, said Carol Doolittle, a prevention coordinator for
the North-Central District Health Department.
The district sent out a press release late Wednesday in an attempt to reassure local residents, who
expressed concern and fear in social media posts, and to clarify that the projections were a worst-
case scenario.
“I think what other communities have done is line up someone they could contact in the event they
would need (a temporary morgue),” she said. “This is all just for planning. It’s not ‘go out and buy a
trailer.’ ”
As of Thursday morning, there were five confirmed COVID-19 cases in the nine counties, Antelope,
Boyd, Brown, Cherry, Holt, Keya Paha, Knox, Pierce and Rock Counties.
Those case numbers speak for themselves, Doolittle said, in terms of local compliance with the
governor’s recommended “Six Rules” for staying safe during the pandemic.
Officials in Antelope County didn’t respond to phone messages left Thursday. But a story published
by the Antelope County News quoted both Sheriff Bob Moore and County Board Chairman Charles
Henery as saying that the purchase of the $10,000 refrigerated trailer as a temporary morgue was
made so the area would be prepared for the worst. The trailer could be resold if it proved
unnecessary, board members said.
“Pray to God we don’t need it,” said Henery, according to the newspaper.
A spokeswoman with the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency said Thursday that she was not
aware of any directive from that office for local emergency districts to purchase trucks or trailers for
use as temporary morgues.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: PPP money has run out, but approved borrowers will still get money
 
The Paycheck Protection Program has been extremely popular. In fact, it's been too popular.
In a joint statement released Thursday morning, U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin and U.S.
Small Business Administration Administrator Jovita Carranza said the program has processed more
than 14 years' worth of loan volume in less than 14 days.
Because of that, the program meant to help small businesses keep people employed has run out of
money. The $349 billion allocated to the loans, which are forgivable if businesses use them to keep
workers on payroll or rehire laid-off workers, is already spoken for.
As of Monday, more than 18,500 Nebraska businesses had been approved for the loans, with the
amount topping $2.7 billion. Overall, 1.7 million loans were approved nationwide. Rep. Jeff







Fortenberry said in a Tweet on Thursday that Nebraska had more applications approved per capita
than any other state.
Many businesses have already gotten their money. Executive Travel owner Steve Glenn said
Wednesday that his funds came through in a week, and he announced that he's brought his staff
back to work.
Mike Murman, who owns Glacial Till Vineyard & Winery, said his loan was processed and money in
his account in six days.
For those who haven't received money yet, the good news is that as long as the loan has been
approved by the SBA, the funds will be coming.
"Borrowers who have received authorization from the SBA have funds already earmarked for them,"
said Betsy Perez, vice president of marketing at Union Bank & Trust. "They may still be in the loan
closing process, but their loan should be funded as long as they provide all documentation and sign
their closing documents within the timelines provided by their lender."
Those who haven't had their loan approved yet are out of luck for the time being, however.
"Borrowers whose applications are still in process that have not received SBA authorization must
wait until further funds are released or find another option," Perez said.
President Donald Trump and several lawmakers are calling for a $250 billion bill to provide additional
appropriations for the program.
"We need a standalone bill to replenish this fund so that American workers, families, and small
businesses receive the needed relief to keep our economy strong and workers on payroll," Rep. Don
Bacon said on his Facebook page. "Congress must act now and fast."
By Matt Olberding
 


AP: Kansas ranchers burn land despite plea from health officials
 
BELLE PLAINE, Kan. (AP) — Kansas ranchers eager to prepare their land for cattle grazing have mostly
brushed off the plea from state health officials to voluntarily cut back this spring’s prairie burning to
reduce air pollution during the coronavirus pandemic.
With the potential of the pandemic overwhelming the state’s medical facilities, the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment on March 26 encouraged land owners and managers to
reduce burned acres this spring in an effort to mitigate respiratory concerns connected to breathing
the smoke.
Officials warned that individuals with respiratory issues, including COVID-19, as well as those with
preexisting heart and lung diseases, children and elderly may experience worse symptoms due to
the smoke from fires.
But air quality monitors this past week have picked up “significantly high readings” downwind from
Kansas in the Lincoln and Omaha areas of Nebraska, with smoke from Kansas reaching as far north
as South Dakota, said Rick Brunetti, director of the Bureau of Air at at the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment.
“We are seeing very little, if any, reduction in the amount of burning that is taking place in Kansas at
the present time, Brunetti said.
The reasons vary, experts say. Some landowners may already have had contracts in place with the
professionals hired to do the burning. Others have agreements in place to fatten cattle on those
acres this summer. And still others do so because that is the way they have always done it and are
more comfortable with burning in the spring.







“There is a whole infrastructure that is geared up to do this, so it doesn’t surprise me,” said Craig
Volland, chairman of the air quality committee of the Kansas chapter of the Sierra Club.
Dr. Lee Norman, KDHE Secretary, said on Wednesday that he does not “have the inclination” to
recommend now an outright ban on all rangeland burning because pollution levels aren’t
consistently above the thresholds set by the federal government.
“I think that would be considered if we had continued high number of coronavirus cases and influx
into hospitals and that kind of thing,” Norman said. “But we actually are not seeing an unusual
amount of clinical activity now in those facilities.
Air quality standards were exceeded six times between April 3 and 9 in Kansas, according to the
latest Flint Hills Prescribed Fire Update. Pollution levels were also exceeded Saturday in Lincoln,
Nebraska, as the smoke from Kansas drifted across state lines.
A day earlier, the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department in Nebraska issued a health advisory
to the general public saying smoke in the air was expected to reach levels that are unhealthy for
everyone. They especially pose an elevated risk to children, older adults and those with asthma, lung
disease, other respiratory conditions or heart disease.
About 2.6 million acres (1.1 million hectares) were burned in Kansas last year, compared to 1.5
million acres (about 607,000 hectares) in 2018 and 2.4 million acres (about 971,000 hectares) in
2017, according to satellite data by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
For decades, landowners have burned their fields each spring as a way to control invasive plant
species and increase the lushness of pastures where they will graze beef cattle in the coming
months.
That is especially the case in the Flint Hills, where the rock is so close to the surface and the terrain
so hilly that tilling is impractical. Encompassing several hundred miles in eastern Kansas, the Flint
Hills are among the last remaining tallgrass prairie ecosystems in the world.
While landowners in other parts of Kansas and states around it also burn rangeland, Brunetti said,
the fires are of “significantly greater quantity” in the Flint Hills.
Flint Hills rancher Pete Ferrell said their protocol does not include yearly burning. They burn less
consistently than other ranchers because they use high density stocking of beef cattle and a goat
herd to control invasive species. He said they had already decided not to burn this year when health
officials made their request.
“So no, that was not a factor for us, although I have shared that concern with neighbors, with
associates who do burn,” Ferrell said.
It is not possible yet to say definitively whether smoke impacts have changed in Nebraska because of
the recommendation by Kansas health officials to not burn, said Amanda Woita, spokeswoman for
the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy. Nebraska would not have “a full picture” until
after the burn season ends, she said.
KDHE spokeswoman Kristi Zears said Kansas health department officials are encouraging landowners
in the Flint Hills to use the smoke model tool to alleviate impacts to downwind communities.
“This is especially important with the current coronavirus pandemic affecting fellow Kansans and
surrounding states,” Zears said.
By Roxana Hegeman
 


OWH Editorial: Virus hits Nebraska petition drives. State should consider signature
innovations
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The coronavirus emergency has transformed our personal lives in unimagined ways. It’s doing the
same to Nebraska’s political life: With social distancing and other necessary health restrictions now
in place, Nebraska ballot-petition drives are finding it increasingly difficult to gather signatures.
This week the group behind an initiative petition seeking to cut property taxes by 35% ended its
effort, stymied by the virus conditions. Organizers for other campaigns — on medical marijuana,
casino gambling — say they still aim to meet the signature requirements by a July 2 deadline, though
they currently have suspended collection efforts.
Nebraska is by no means unique in this regard. Petition drives are running into the same virus-
emergency problems in states including Arizona (minimum wage, campaign finance transparency),
North Dakota (marijuana legalization) and California (too many to list).
The right of Nebraskans to use citizen-driven ballot measures to decide statewide policy questions
has been firmly rooted in the state constitution since 1912. Nebraskans can enact laws or
constitutional amendments through the power of initiative. Among the many examples are, in
recent years, minimum wage increases approved in 2014 and Medicaid expansion approved in 2018.
The constitution also empowers Nebraskans to overturn acts of the state legislation through the
power of referendum. A majority of voters did so in 2016 by restoring the death penalty after the
Legislature had voted to end capital punishment.
Some states use innovative approaches for signature collection. In Oregon, voters can download a
petition sheet online, sign it on paper and mail it to the state. In Utah, a gubernatorial executive
order allows campaigners to use fax and email to get their petitions to the public. In Seattle, a
petition campaign has mailed petitions to residents and instructed them to send it back signed. In
Arizona, ballot measure campaigns say the state should allow online signatures for petitions using a
system that already allows online signature collections for candidate nominations.
Nebraska should scrutinize and debate these and other options for signature collection, to support a
right our constitution has safeguarded for more than a century.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Partnership between UNO and Legislature analyzes key state
issues
 
Bartle, Ph.D., is dean of the College of Public Affairs and Community Service at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. Schafer, Ph.D., is director of UNO’s Center for Public Affairs Research.
As researchers at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, we appreciate your April 12 editorial about
the importance of the “rainy day fund” (RDF) for Nebraska’s state budget. While Nebraska has a
good reputation for fiscal prudence, maintaining an average RDF balance of 15.2% from 2007 to
2017, the fund fell to 8% in 2018 and 7% in 2019. In ongoing meetings with the Nebraska
Legislature’s Planning Committee, a committee developed with the intent to explore the long-term
trends that impact Nebraska, the lawmakers have expressed considerable concern about this
decline. The alarm they sounded was heeded by the full Legislature, which acted over the past two
years to increase the fund balance to healthier levels.
In general, long-term planning is not overly exciting, but its importance is no more obvious than in
times like these.
For over 10 years, the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s Center for Public Affairs Research has
provided the Legislature’s Planning Committee a series of data-driven reports on numerous state
issues like water quality, energy, K-12 finance, pediatric cancer and local government pensions, to
name a few. This data-based research helps serve as a basis for identifying future issues that, if
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addressed early, can be solved in an orderly way.
Consistently, the topic of rainy day funds was identified for research. In our most recent report to
the Legislature’s Planning Committee, our research suggested four options to continue to build the
rainy day fund and ensure a fiscal safety net in difficult times.
Maintaining robust state planning capacity is essential to good fiscal and program management. In
our work with the Planning Committee, it has become apparent that most of the issues facing our
state can be solved with foresight and efficient management of financial, human and natural
resources. As we look to the end of this global pandemic and plan for the future, we believe the
Planning Committee has never had a more important role to the State of Nebraska.
By John R. Bartle and Josie Schafer
 


OWH: Herd immunity fiasco
 
What have State Sens. Halloran of Hastings and Erdman of Bayard been doing in their spare time,
playing golf? Have they read any information about COVID-19 or watched the news lately?
If they want us all to become infected so we can develop “herd immunity,” I am curious as to which
6-10% of the herd they are willing to cull to achieve that? Seniors? The homeless? Health care
workers? Which of their family members are they willing to sacrifice on the altar of the almighty
dollar so we can all get back to business as usual?
Thank God for Gov. Ricketts and Dr. Adi Pour and all the other experts we are so lucky to have in
Nebraska. As for the aforementioned senators, why don’t you go visit a hospital in Grand Island and
pitch your idea to the doctors there?
Nancy Dickinson, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 4/17: Virus should lead senators to take new look at taxes
 
While property tax relief for Nebraska’s farmers and ranchers remains sorely needed, the
coronavirus has very likely killed the bill that has, for months, been the focus of the Legislature’s
property tax relief efforts.
An amendment to LB1106 from Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, the bill’s primary sponsor, proposes that $120
million received by the state from income and sales taxes be diverted to schools to reduce property
taxes.
With the unprecedented instant drop in economic activity and the accompanying record increase in
unemployment filings triggered by the virus, state tax receipts will be significantly lower than
anticipated for at least three months and, realistically, far more.
That, put simply, means that the state will not have sufficient income to fund the property tax relief
proposal without decimating the remainder of the discretionary budget -- the part that funds the
University of Nebraska and state agencies, whose services will be needed in the upcoming recovery.
With economists predicting that the coronavirus shutdown has pushed the national economy into a
recession that could very well be deep and long, the long-term spending envisioned in the bill, some
$680 million over three years is also unlikely to be available.
Combine that fiscal realism with the political reality surrounding the bill and it is hard to find a
reason why the Legislature should spend any more time debating an effectively dead proposal.
As of last week, with the Legislature in recess, Linehan said there has been no movement of senators
on either side of the bill. Enough opposition to LB1106 exists to prevent it from overcoming a







filibuster, and more discussion of what could happen if the bill doesn’t pass isn’t likely to change any
votes.
So it is time to pull LB1106 out of limbo, put it on the shelf and spend the time between sessions
taking an overall look at Nebraska’s tax policy and crafting a bill, with input from all affected parties,
not simply a group of senators, that addresses property tax relief by rebalancing property taxes with
sales and income taxes.
That effort should also look at changing the way agricultural land is valued, moving from a sales basis
to production-based system, as is the policy in most surrounding states.
K-12 education, the primary recipient of property tax funds, shouldn’t be exempt from the
examination as well. But any plan that emerges should not hamstring schools or severely cut
anticipated revenues for some districts as did LB1106.
That’s admittedly a tall order. But property tax relief will still be needed after LB1106 meets its
ultimate fate and should be one of the priorities in the 2021 legislative session.
 


LJS Local View: Time to act on prison reform
 
Dear Gov. Pete Ricketts: 
We thank you for inviting Corrections Director Scott Frakes to your COVID-19 briefing on April 10.
The massive misfortune of this global pandemic gives us the opportunity to work together,
innovatively, toward prison reform.
Nebraska has long been noted for excellence in dealing with terrible epidemics, and we could be a
standard bearer for prison reform that maintains community safety, offers preventative supports for
those most vulnerable to lives of incarceration and features rehabilitation.
Many tens of thousands of Nebraskans support changes, including decarceration, particularly those
who have friends and family who are or have been incarcerated.
Many have stopped to encourage our vigil across from the Nebraska State Penitentiary. Mr. Frakes is
absolutely correct — it does not serve people to rush them out of prison in times of a pandemic
without adequate housing and community support.
We are not pressing you to release persons who have nowhere to go and who are not prepared for
life in the free world. We are committed to reducing Nebraska’s relatively low level of incarceration
by half within 10 years, without leading to a higher crime rate.
We are calling upon you, Governor Ricketts, to work with Mr. Frakes and with the wardens,
chaplains, activities coordinators and case managers at each of our prisons to identify persons who,
serving long sentences, have amassed long, positive records free of any major disciplinary sanctions;
who still have strong family and community connections; who are now over 60 or have medical
issues; and arrange to let them parole immediately to their families.
The lifers’ organizations have compiled lists of their members that could serve as a starting point for
identifying such people who are ripe for release. Please listen to them.
Please move up the parole dates of those men and women who have their plans in place and have
secured places to live, though we realize all congregate living facilities are facing special strains at
the moment. We are particularly concerned about those persons who are at high risk of contracting
a serious case of COVID-19 because of their age or health status. For the current emergency,
we can identify prison residents who can be released without any harm to themselves or the rest of
the state.
Yes — we do want the decarcerated to move in next door to us! Sentence lengths are not related to







practical goals such as deterrence, rehabilitation or even punishment. U.S. sentences, even in
Nebraska, are far heavier than those in any other Western democracy.
Most inmates, especially those who are older or medically frail, would long since have been released
in other countries (which generally have lower violent crime rates than the U.S. Prison is not a good
deterrent.) We can live better with much less incarceration, just as do the other Western
democracies with whom we are usually proud to identify ourselves, the "Big Ten" of the world.
Please direct Mr. Frakes that, when he makes his next daily call to the wardens around the state, he
ask for a task force in each prison to identify those people who can be safely released. Please move
immediately with an emergency proclamation and directions to the Parole Board and the Board of
Pardons to begin processing whatever is necessary to move all who are safe to move out of the
prisons.
As an organization dedicated to human rights advocacy work, Stand in for Nebraska (including Stand
in for Lincoln, Stand in for Omaha, and the Nebraska Poor People's Campaign) seeks the latest, most
innovative and humane approaches in the field of criminal justice, as do you and Mr. Frakes.
Thank you for your ongoing concern with the correctional system and for your support of Mr.
Frakes’s dedication to rehabilitation and education.
Sarah L. Sawin Thomas lives in Lincoln and is co-founder of Stand in for Nebraska, a human rights
advocacy organization.
 


LJS: It's almost too late to get ahead
 
I would like to advise Gov. Pete Ricketts that in my opinion it is not sufficient to try to "slow the
spread of the virus" with less than all-out social contact limitation now.
The crux of the spread in this country has been too little, too late on many fronts. We are so blessed
in Nebraska to have such a light case load, but we are watching the tornado on the "odds that it
won't come my way; I can duck into nearby shelter if it does."
Evidence is mounting on the insidious ways and times this coronavirus can spread before it wreaks
havoc. Let's all take care.
Dr. David Arunski, Lincoln
 


Kearney Hub: Six rules will keep us healthy
 
We commend Gov. Pete Ricketts for his decisive and insightful leadership as Nebraskans tackle the
COVID-19 crisis. During his daily coronavirus briefings, Ricketts has demonstrated a masterful grasp
of the situation, and his matter-of-fact responses to questions from the press leave Nebraskans with
unvarnished facts. It’s the kind of information that helps people sign on with the statewide strategy,
which is key in fighting the spread of the virus.
As Ricketts has stressed repeatedly, the most powerful weapon against the coronavirus is personal
responsibility. When every Nebraskan protects himself from the virus, it protects others. If there is a
weakness in Nebraska’s response, it is ignorance. Each of us should check with our families and
friends and make certain they know what to do to fight COVID-19.
In regards to ignorance, the author of a recent letter to the editor exposed a lack of understanding
and knowledge about Nebraska’s strategy. The writer called for large family gatherings to celebrate
Easter, but that idea could expose people to the coronavirus.
It was during a large quinceañera to celebrate a girl’s 15th birthday when the virus was handed a







substantial toehold in Hall County. People came for the celebration from miles away, and some
apparently were carrying the virus. Two weeks after the quincineara — the incubation period for
coronavirus — some people from the party became sick. Some carried the virus to their jobs at a
Grand Island packing plant, and now Hall County is a hot spot.
The key to beat the virus is isolation and patience. This week Ricketts repeated his call for
Nebraskans to stay apart. During the next week, the virus is expected to peak, so these six rules have
added importance:
1) Stay home. No nonessential errands and no social gatherings. Respect the 10-person limit.
2) Work from home or use the 6-foot rule as much as possible in the workplace.
3) Shop alone and only shop once a week.
4) Help kids follow social distancing. Play at home. No group sports. And no playgrounds.
5) Help seniors stay at home by shopping for them.
6) Exercise daily at home or with an appropriately socially distanced activity.
“These six rules,” Ricketts said, “will unite Nebraskans in our shared goal of slowing the spread of the
virus as we pass through its peak period.”
Nebraskans with a cough, fever or shortness of breath should stay home and contact their medical
provider. People with pre-existing conditions, including severe asthma, heart disease, a
compromised immune system, diabetes and lung disease should remain home.
The elderly or people with health conditions can reach out to family, friends, coworkers or churches
for help with shopping and meal delivery, Ricketts said.
 


OWH: Donors increasingly line up behind possible Bacon-Eastman rematch for Omaha's
House seat
 
Omaha Democrat Kara Eastman headed into the final month of her three-way congressional primary
with all the financial advantages of a favorite.
Eastman raised $281,000 in the first quarter of 2020, an edge in campaign cash that helped her air
television ads a week ahead of her closest opponent, Omaha lawyer Ann Ashford. Eastman, a former
nonprofit executive, lists $138,000 cash on hand.
She said in a statement that she was “humbled by the grassroots contributions to my campaign,”
including from people who gave during the financial uncertainty caused by the novel coronavirus.
The House primary’s two other Democrats, Ashford and Omaha restaurateur Gladys Harrison, have
struggled raising funds, even before pandemic-related shutdowns that experts said benefited better-
known politicians.
Last quarter, Ashford loaned her campaign $45,000 so it could advertise on cable and broadcast TV,
her Federal Election Commission filing shows. She raised another $47,000 in the quarter and listed
$15,000 cash on hand.
Harrison, who owns Big Mama’s Kitchen, raised $4,852 from January through the end of March,
documents show. Her campaign has said she has no plans to run TV ads. She listed $1,275 in cash on
hand.
All three Democrats trail incumbent Rep. Don Bacon’s fundraising in the 2nd Congressional District.
Bacon, a retired Air Force brigadier general, raised $308,000 last quarter. His campaign lists
$819,660 in cash on hand.
Bacon’s lone challenger in the Republican Party primary is perennial candidate Paul Anderson, who
left a race for Omaha City Council in 2017 after saying he didn’t think Muslims should be allowed to
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worship in the U.S.
So far in this election cycle, Eastman has raised nearly $750,000, outpacing Ashford by about half a
million dollars and Harrison by more, despite not accepting donations from corporate political action
committees.
Ashford and Harrison have criticized Eastman for looking past them to a possible general election
rematch with Bacon. He bested her in 2018 by 4,945 votes, in part by labeling her too extreme for a
swing district.
Eastman’s focus this primary season has been on building a campaign that knocked on every door
she wanted to reach at least once before COVID-19 limited campaign efforts to video and voice calls
and direct mail.
Eastman built her war chest with some help from national groups raising funds for progressives,
including those aligned with Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y.
Eastman’s campaign has defended its approach to fundraising, saying that Nebraskans make up
most of its donors and total donations. Bacon’s campaign has said he draws support from more
Nebraskans.
Eric Aspengren, a spokesman for the Ashford campaign, said both Eastman and Bacon draw too
much support from out of state. Ashford, he said, raises money mainly from Nebraska.
Open Secrets and the Center for Responsive Politics were still updating their fundraising numbers to
include the most recent quarter. Through the end of last year, Eastman and Bacon had raised more
than half of their money from out of state. Ashford had raised 87% from Nebraska, it said.
In this cycle, Bacon has raised nearly $1.4 million, including money from corporate PACs that
typically favor incumbents.
Nebraska’s primary is May 12, and the state plans to have the polls open for in-person voting. Gov.
Pete Ricketts and state election officials have urged people to vote by mail. Thousands are
requesting ballots.
By Aaron Sanderford
 


AP: Trump gives governors a plan to open economy
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump gave governors a road map Thursday for recovering
from the economic pain of the coronavirus pandemic, laying out "a phased and deliberate approach"
to restoring normal activity in places that have strong testing and are seeing a decrease in COVID-19
cases.
"We're starting our life again," Trump said during his daily press briefing. "We're starting
rejuvenation of our economy again."
The new guidelines are aimed at easing restrictions in areas with low transmission of the
coronavirus, while holding the line in harder-hit locations. They make clear that the return to
normalcy will be a far longer process than Trump initially envisioned, with federal officials warning
that some social distancing measures may need to remain in place through the end of the year to
prevent a new outbreak.
Places with declining infections and strong testing would begin a three-phase gradual reopening of
businesses and schools.
In phase one, for instance, the plan recommends strict social distancing for all people in public.
Gatherings larger than 10 people are to be avoided and nonessential travel is discouraged.
In phase two, people are encouraged to maximize social distancing and limit gatherings to no more
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than 50 people unless precautionary measures are taken. Travel could resume.
Phase three envisions a return to normalcy for most Americans, with a focus on identification and
isolation of any new infections.
The guidelines recommend that states reach "checkpoints" that look at new cases, testing and
surveillance data over the prior 14 days before advancing from one phase to another.
At the earliest, the guidelines suggest, some parts of the country could see a resumption in normal
commerce and social gatherings after a month of evaluating whether easing up on restrictions has
led to a resurgence in virus cases.
In briefing governors on the plan, Trump said they were going to be responsible for deciding when it
is safe to lift restrictions in their states. Just days before, he had drawn swift pushback for claiming
that he had absolute authority to determine how and when states reopen.
The guidelines also include general recommendations to businesses as they plan for potential re-
openings.
Those most susceptible to the respiratory disease are advised to remain sheltered in place until their
area enters the final phase.
Governors, for their part, have been moving ahead with their own plans for how to safely revive
normal activity. Seven Midwestern governors announced Thursday that they will coordinate on
reopening their economies. Similar pacts were announced earlier in the week in the West and
Northeast.
Trump also held conference calls Thursday with lawmakers he named to a new congressional
advisory task force on reviving the economy. The economic costs were clear in new federal data
showing that at least 22 million Americans have been thrown out of work in the past month. But the
legislators repeatedly urged the president not to sacrifice public health by moving too quickly.
The federal government envisions a gradual recovery from the virus, in which disruptive mitigation
measures may be needed in some places at least until a vaccine is available — a milestone unlikely
to be reached until sometime next year.
A big testing ground for Trump's road map could be Texas, where Republican Gov. Greg Abbott, who
has stuck close to federal guidance throughout the crisis, will lay out his reopening plan Friday.
Abbott has said the process will be gradual, but he is facing pressure from conservative lawmakers to
get Texas back to work.
The White House proposal presented Thursday is different from what the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recommended last week, according to a draft of the recommendation
obtained by the Associated Press. The CDC talked about using more specific criteria and in many
cases looking for improvement over longer periods of time before easing restrictions in high-
transmission areas. Examples include wanting to see sustained reductions over 30 days in positive
tests for coronavirus.
 


AP: Coronavirus economy news: 'No industry that is immune'; governors partner on
reopening
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — First, it was bars, restaurants, hotels. And clothing stores, movie theaters,
entertainment venues. And countless small businesses, from bookstores to barbershops.
Now, the record flood of layoffs unleashed by the viral outbreak is extending beyond the services
industries that bore the initial brunt and are still suffering most. White-collar employees, ranging
from software programmers and legal assistants to sales associates and some health care workers,







are absorbing layoffs or salary cuts. So are workers in other occupations, like construction and real
estate.
The mounting toll of job losses resulted last week in 5.2 million new applications for unemployment
benefits, the Labor Department said Thursday. That raised the total number of laid-off workers in
the month since the virus all but shut down the economy to 22 million — by far the worst run of U.S.
job losses on record.
“There really is no industry that is immune from the effects of the outbreak,” said Daniel Zhao,
senior economist at job listings website Glassdoor.
Some economists say the unemployment rate could reach as high as 20% in April.
Rural suffering
An overwhelming majority of bankers in rural parts of 10 Plains and Western states expect the
outbreak to push their local areas into recession, according to a survey released Thursday.
The overall index for the region plummeted from March’s already anemic 35.5 to 12.1 in April — the
lowest index recorded since the survey began in January 2006. Any score below 50 suggests a
shrinking economy.
Creighton University economist Ernie Goss, who oversees the survey, said more than 9 in 10 bankers
surveyed expect the measures being taken to fight the coronavirus to lead to a recession. Bankers
from states including Nebraska and Iowa were surveyed.
States unite
Seven governors from the country’s midsection announced Thursday that they will coordinate on
reopening their state economies amid the coronavirus pandemic, after similar pacts were made in
the Northeast and on the West Coast.
The latest agreement includes Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Kentucky.
All together, the 17 states covered by the three partnerships are home to nearly half of the country’s
population.
Suspended service
The service sector may have been changed forever by the outbreak. J.C. Penney is postponing a $12
million interest payment. Hilton has suspended operations at almost 1,000 hotels globally, or 16% of
them. That includes 12% of hotels in the Americas.
Sales slide
Figures released by the U.S. this week revealed a retail sector staring down a crisis.
The market for used cars, trucks and SUVs in the U.S. has evaporated. Cox Automotive estimates
that retail used vehicle sales fell 59% last week compared with a year ago. Sales at Cox’s Manheim
used vehicle auction houses, where dealers get their supplies, tumbled 75%.
A nice aroma
For the first time since going drive-thru only on March 20, Starbucks is looking at a very gradual
expansion of service. CEO Kevin Johnson said in a letter to employees Thursday that decisions would
be made on a store-by-store basis.
 


AP: 'I'm starting to stress a bit': Small business loan program is out of money for now
 
NEW YORK (AP) — The government’s lending program for small businesses is tapped out, and
business owners who still need loans are waiting on Congress to approve more funding.
The fight in Congress over the extension is along party lines. Republicans want a relatively narrowly
drawn infusion of $250 billion in funding into the program, but top Democrats are seeking to add
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funding for hospitals and state and local governments.
With the stalemate, the business payroll subsidy program likely won’t get funding until next week at
the earliest.
The Small Business Administration said Thursday that it reached the $349 billion lending limit for the
program, after approving nearly 1.7 million loans.
Thousands of small business owners whose loans have not yet been processed must now look to
Congress to approve a Trump administration request for more money. Business owners left in limbo
were getting more anxious after hearing the program was on hold.
“Ugh. I’m starting to stress a bit,” said Greg Corey, who applied when the program launched April 3.
He last heard from his bank on Saturday. Corey, owner of Porchlight, an Atlanta-based advertising
and marketing firm, has been cutting expenses and work for freelancers so he can keep paying his
staff of 10.
Meanwhile, thousands of other businesses are still applying, hoping to get loans when the program
is extended. While they wait, some banks continue to accept and process applications that will be
forwarded to the SBA. Others were putting their application processes on hold.
Although the halt to the program is expected to be temporary, it is another frustration for owners
whose loan money has been delayed by a series of obstacles.
The crush of applications caused technological problems at the SBA and a backlog at banks. Many of
those who applied received little or no information about the status of their applications.
“I am annoyed at how poorly executed this process has been,” said Ashley Hunter, managing
director of HM Risk Group, an insurance underwriter based in Austin, Texas. She said her bank has
not contacted her about her application.
 


Thursday, April 16, 2020
 
TV and Radio
WNAX: Nebraska Governor Pete Rickets Resists Call to “Open Up” the State
KMTV: Health Director disappointed with NE Crossing reopening plans
KLKN: Local bar stays open by selling alcoholic drinks to-go
10/11: State employees demanding safer workplace conditions with petition
WOWT: Nebraska state employees petition the governor
KMTV: State employees deliver 1,700 petitions to Gov. Ricketts
KLKN: State workers asking Ricketts to sign petition for safer working standards through COVID-19
NET: Ricketts Resists More State Work From Home; Carter Optimistic On Football
NCN: Executive Order Aims to Provide Childcare Relief for Nebraskans
KETV: Gov. Ricketts signs order that allows day cares to be reimbursed
NET: Thousands Of Nebraskans Battle Diabetes
NCN: Senator Steve Erdman discusses letter about COVID-19 response
NTV: Local state senator shares his viewpoint on coronavirus response
KSNB: UNK prepares residence halls to be quarantine units
NTV: ASL translator Frances Beaurivage given Nebraska Admiral honors
KMTV: COVID-19 impact on local child welfare system
 
Governor
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LJS: Ricketts appoints new Lancaster County juvenile court judge
LJS: You may be wondering: Who is that woman you see so much these days with the governor?
LJS: Ricketts begins business recovery planning with online survey
AP: Nebraska officials seek business input for virus recovery
LJS: Nebraska state employees not giving up on requests for more safeguards and added pay
OWH: State workers demand option to work at home; Ricketts says all workers who can already are
KETV: 'Our members are scared and are anxious'
OWH: Grand Island area now has highest number of coronavirus cases in Nebraska
LJS: Pre-COVID-19 impact state tax report shows increases
NET: Executive Order Aims To Help Struggling Childcare Providers & Low-Income Families
NTV: Gov. Ricketts expands childcare options and releases business survey
WJAG: Gov. Ricketts signs executive order to help day care providers
KLKN: Department of Labor issuing federal unemployment benefit payments
 
Coronavirus
OWH: Douglas County reports 8 new cases of coronavirus, including one infant
Scottsbluff SH: Two coronavirus cases tied to long-term care facilities in Panhandle
Fox Nebraska: More testing at Central Nebraska Veterans' Home after member tested positive for
COVID-19
OWH: Nebraska education chief: School won’t be normal in the fall
OWH: Eppley Airfield to get $32.8 million in federal grants in light of steep drop in air travel
LJS: Local businesses help Nebraska State Patrol with mask problem
 
State, Local and Regional
AP: Nebraska tax collections up in March despite virus shutdowns
AP: Judge cancels permit for Keystone XL oil pipeline
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Outlet mall's premature reopening threatens public health
OWH Public Pulse


9.       Reopening raises big concerns
10.   Protect public health
11.   Shift focus to the economy
12.   Freight workers are on front line
13.   Big mistake by OPS board
14.   Easter hope


LJS Editorial, 4/16: Postal Service needs action to be saved
LJS Local View: Speed up Medicaid expansion
LJS Letters


4.       New generation of victory garden
5.       Virus pushes all-mail ballot


 
National/Federal
LJS: State senators urge reopening Affordable Care Act enrollment
AP: More pressure to track nursing home deaths; help for poorer nations; jitters in Las Vegas
AP: S.D. man dies; plant is virus hot spot







Tribune News Service: Experts: Virus, social distancing could continue into 2022
AP: 5.2 million more seek unemployment aid — bringing four-week total to 22 million
 


LJS: Ricketts appoints new Lancaster County juvenile court judge
 
Lancaster County juvenile court judge.
White, 38, founded White Law Office and is an alternate chairperson for the Lancaster County
Mental Health Board. Before that, she was a law clerk at Cada, Froscheiser, Cada & Hoffman law
firm. 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln graduate is a member of three bar associations — Lincoln Bar
Association, Nebraska Bar Association and the American Bar Association — and is also a past
president of the Nebraska Lawyers Trust Account Foundation.
She has been active as a member of Rotary and St. Paul United Methodist Church, served on the
board for the Northeast Family Center and worked with the Cooper YMCA and the Lancaster County
Child Advocacy Center.
She will replace Judge Toni Thorson, who retired.
By Sadiyah Ali
 


LJS: You may be wondering: Who is that woman you see so much these days with the
governor?
 
American Sign Language interpreter Frances Beaurivage has been around awhile, but she's become
more noticed over the last month. 
She's been a major player in Gov. Pete Ricketts' daily coronavirus briefings, and sometimes shows up
during briefings by Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird, quietly ensuring that people in the deaf
community know all the information others do about the deadly virus. 
"Her work has gotten rave reviews from everyone I've heard from," said Ricketts spokesman Taylor
Gage.
Information and education are power, she would tell you. 
Ricketts wanted to show appreciation for the woman standing about 6 feet from him every day, and
to recognize April 15 as American Sign Language Day. So he awarded Beaurivage on Wednesday with
an admiralty in the Great Navy of the State of Nebraska.
"Thank you for all your great work, Frances," he told her. 
 Nebraska state employees not giving up on requests for more safeguards and added pay
She wants to be the giver of information, not the recipient of attention. So Ricketts surprised her
with the admiralty. It only took a few seconds, maybe made her blush a little. She signed during the
entire short presentation, along with a couple of thank-you signs, then continued with more COVID-
19 messages. 
How many times has she signed "wash your hands," "stay home," "stay healthy and connected"?
We'll just assume many. Beaurivage spurns interview requests.
But she's quite engaged in the community, with appointments and freelance interpreter jobs
focused around her work with children, youth and adults. Access is power, she believes.  
In a confirmation hearing a year ago for an appointment with the Commission for the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing, for which she also worked at one time, the Legislature's Health and Human Services
Committee learned a little about Beaurivage. 
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She was raised by deaf parents, and that shaped her lifelong involvement with the deaf community,
she told them. 
"It's a passion of mine to give back to that community," she said.
She has worked with youth and children in public schools, and for Boys Town Research Hospital as
the director of the Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment, a test of a person's ability to
interpret effectively for young students in the classroom.
The test began as a local one, then was used by a few states and then by the entire country and
some areas of Canada.
"And the reason that that's really, really important is that children are going to grow up and be
taxpayers and be citizens," she said. "And ensuring that they have access to their education is
paramount. If you have a really good teacher in a classroom and you do not have an effective
interpreter, that child does not have access to their education."
She also worked at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln as an interpreter coordinator for
undergraduates and graduate-level students, including Ph.D. candidates.
At the university, she said, some freshmen were coming in without the right amount of preparation
from the K-12 setting and needed help to succeed in higher education, she said.
Working with adults, Beaurivage also has seen the lack of access and the underemployment of many
deaf people.
That includes access to many things others take for granted — going to the doctor's office, the
dentist's office, and being able to watch the TV news with closed captioning to know what's going on
in their city and state.
"We've made so many strides in a short time from the time that I was being raised by deaf parents
to what you see today," she said.
By JoAnne Young


LJS: Ricketts begins business recovery planning with online survey
 
In preparation for mapping a plan for economic recovery from the crushing impact of the
coronavirus, Gov. Pete Ricketts on Wednesday launched a business recovery survey that will gather
information and suggestions online.
Ricketts said he's seeking information on "how this has impacted business operations (as) we think
about planning for future growth."
Recovery will be "a team effort," the governor said during his daily news briefing on the coronavirus
and the state's efforts to manage the pandemic. 
New state government revenue figures demonstrate that "the Nebraska economy was really
humming along" until the virus hit, Ricketts said.
The business recovery survey is being conducted at bit.ly/NE-Biz-Survey-2020.
As the calendar moves into the final two weeks of April, when the virus is expected to peak in the
state, the governor is looking ahead to the beginning of recovery without making any decisions yet
on when he will lift social or physical distancing restrictions, including bans on service inside
restaurants and bars.
Ricketts said he expects to open up "incrementally, a little bit at a time" without removing all
restrictions at once.
"We're going to try to phase this in," he said.
Meanwhile, Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha wrote the governor a letter urging him to issue a stay-at-
home order now in view of the announcement that Nebraska Crossing Outlets intends to reopen its
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operations along Interstate 80 between Lincoln and Omaha on April 24.
"This can only happen in the absence of a stay-at-home order issued by your office," Lathrop wrote.
"I urge you in the strongest terms to order Nebraskans to stay at home unless they are engaged in
essential activities and to allow the return of non-essential businesses once health professionals
believe we are adequately prepared to safely allow movement within businesses across the state."
"In many ways," Ricketts suggested during his briefing, "we've been more restrictive than other
states" and evidence suggests that "the plan is working."
Ricketts pointed to the assessment that Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, made that Nebraska's policy of shutting down schools, limiting
gatherings to no more than 10 people, encouraging people to work from home and implementing
physical distancing standards is "functionally equivalent" to shelter-at-home orders in most other
states.
Nebraska's plan depends on "people exercising personal responsibility and civic duty," the governor
said, "not the heavy hand of government."
While the restrictions appear to be working, Ricketts said, "we need to do more testing" to identify
people who may be infected by the virus and, in turn, test the people who have been in contact with
them in order to control and prevent its spread.
Acquiring testing materials, primarily reagents, has been a challenge, the governor said, but the state
is actively pursuing a number of channels "and I feel like we're making progress."
So far, Ricketts said, the state is meeting its goal of "not overwhelming the health care system."
Dr. Gary Anthone, the state's chief medical officer, said 50% of the state's hospital beds remain
unoccupied.
The hot spot is CHI St. Francis in Grand Island, where seven patients have been transferred to other
hospitals and 17 patients are on ventilators.
"We have the cooperation of every hospital in the state to do inter-hospital transfers," Anthone said.
University of Nebraska President Ted Carter said the university is ready to do its part in helping
"bring our economy back," working in large part through its research activities.
The university is a key partner in the business recovery research project announced by the governor.
Bryan Slone, president of the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said the hardest-hit
businesses in the state are Main Street businesses such as restaurants, as well as retail stores.  
Slone suggested Nebraskans join gift card campaigns that are now underway to help support local
businesses.
Stephanie Beasley, director of the Division of Children and Family Services in the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services, announced the state will launch two initiatives to assist
families receiving child care subsidies during this period of economic stress.
One would provide for subsidized child care at home and the other would help sustain child care
providers with financial support even if the child who is normally subsidized is not there. 
Ricketts announced that 18,565 Nebraska businesses have applied for $2.7 billion in federal loans
that are available under the economic stimulus package recently approved by Congress. Those
forgivable loans are designed to keep people employed.
Rounding out the briefing, Carter was asked whether he expected Nebraska to be able to play
football this fall.
"I'm looking forward to football back in Memorial Stadium with some number of fans there," he said.
"I'm optimistic for now.
"And I'm optimistic that we will have students on campus in the fall."







By Don Walton
 


AP: Nebraska officials seek business input for virus recovery
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska state officials and business groups on Wednesday asked companies
and nonprofits to outline what can be done to help them recover financially after the coronavirus
pandemic subsides.
The Department of Economic Development, the University of Nebraska and the Nebraska Chamber
of Commerce & Industry released a survey that asks business owners and nonprofits whether they
plan to cut staff, what their top concerns are and whether they plan to seek federal assistance,
among other questions.
“This is an opportunity for Nebraska businesses to have their voices heard and to be able to share
with us what’s going on as we think about how we plan for future growth,” Gov. Pete Ricketts said at
a news conference.
University of Nebraska President Ted Carter said the university will start compiling the answers as
soon as they’re received.
“We’re very hopeful that people will start filling out those surveys to help bring businesses back to
life,” he said.
Nebraska had 901 confirmed coronavirus cases and 20 deaths as of Tuesday evening, according to
data compiled by the state Department of Health and Human Services. More than 10,800 people
have tested negative. Nebraska reported 34 new cases on Tuesday, down from 64 the day before.
Also Wednesday, the Nebraska state employees’ union delivered more than 1,600 petitions to Gov.
Pete Ricketts’ office demanding that he give all state workers the option to work from home if their
jobs allow it.
The petitions also call for an extra $2 an hour in “hazard pay” for those who have to work in-person
during the coronavirus pandemic. The petition was a follow-up to a letter the union sent to
Ricketts earlier this month with the same demands.
“State employees are concerned and they are anxious,” said Justin Hubly, executive director of the
Nebraska Association of Public Employees. “We need the governor to take action to ensure their
safety.”
Hubly said the only safeguard in some state offices is a bottle of hand sanitizer. The union has also
questioned why call-center employees aren’t allowed to do their jobs from home.
Ricketts, a Republican, has said it isn’t possible for all state employees to work from home because
the state still has to provide essential services. He has said employees with concerns about their
work environment should talk to their managers.
“We’ve got a lot of people who are working very, very hard in very trying circumstances,” Ricketts
said Wednesday when asked about the petitions. “These folks are doing their part, and we’ve got to
do our part.”
By Grant Schulte
 


LJS: Nebraska state employees not giving up on requests for more safeguards and added
pay
 
State employees delivered petitions with more than 1,600 signatures to Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts
on Wednesday, asking again for more protections and a pay differential for those who must work in
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office buildings and engage in person with the public. 
The Nebraska Association of Public Employees, which represents more than 8,000 state workers,
asked for more safeguards last week because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Ricketts said Wednesday
at his daily briefing that 30% of state workers are working from home.
But many state workers have important jobs — processing SNAP benefits, unemployment benefits,
tax refunds — that can only be done on-site, just like truck drivers, grocery clerks, law enforcement
and health care workers, according to Ricketts.
"Those folks are doing their part and we've got to do our part at the state of Nebraska," he said. 
Meanwhile, union leaders continue to hear from worried members statewide, said Nebraska
Association of Public Employees Executive Director Justin Hubly.
“In some places, the only safeguard in place is a bottle of hand sanitizer,” he said. “State employees
are concerned, and they are anxious. We need the governor to take action to ensure their safety.” 
The requests come at a time when Nebraska has recorded more than 950 coronavirus cases and 23
deaths. Close to 500 of those cases are in the Omaha and Grand Island areas. And the peak of cases
is not expected until early May, according to some models. 
Lincoln officials have said that with community transmission of the coronavirus accounting for about
70% of confirmed cases, Lancaster County residents should assume they are at risk of contracting it
while they are out in public.
So state workers want the governor to allow all state employees who can to work from home, to
close offices to the public while continuing to provide services by phone, and to immediately pay a
$2 shift differential as hazard pay to workers who must report to work in person.
“In just five days, our members responded overwhelmingly by signing these petitions,” said Deb
Strudl, Department of Health and Human Services specialist for Children and Family Services and
union chairwoman.
Strudl said a lot of workers aren't wearing their masks inside the office because no one has directed
them to do that, and they aren't keeping their proper distances. One employee came to work with a
fever and cough and exposed her team, and was sent home, but other workers weren't told, she
said. 
Nebraskans need these workers now more than ever, she said, and they must be protected to
continue their important work.
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: State workers demand option to work at home; Ricketts says all workers who can
already are
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts and his top personnel aide pushed back Wednesday on demands by
the state employees union that more workers be allowed to work from home.
An estimated 40% of all state employees are working remotely now, they said, though that number
drops to about 25% at the state’s largest agency, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services.
Justin Hubly of the Nebraska Association of Public Employees said that an additional 2,000 state
workers should, and could, be working from home now, and that he’s getting a lot of tearful calls
from state workers and their loved ones.
“State employees are concerned, and they are anxious,” he said. “We need the governor to take
action to ensure their safety.”







But Ricketts, as well as Jason Jackson, the governor’s chief human relations officer, said that all state
workers capable of working at home now are doing so, and that some essential tasks, like processing
food stamp and unemployment applications, must be done at an office.
“The expectation of the people of Nebraska is that we’re supposed to do these things. We’re the
state,” Ricketts said.
In the case of Health and Human Services, a main target of complaints by the union, the software
necessary to allow calls to be taken at home has limits, Jackson said. If more workers were allowed
to work from home, the software could crash, disrupting essential services, he said.
“Right now, Nebraskans are relying on our services,” Jackson said, adding that the state is working to
increase the software capability.
The comments came after union officials, most wearing protective masks, delivered petitions signed
by 1,600 workers and others to the governor’s office Wednesday, demanding additional steps to
keep workers safe from the coronavirus. The petitions follow a call by the union last week to allow
state workers who are able to work from home to do so. The petitions also call for closing public
counters and paying an extra $2 an hour in “hazard” pay for those who must report to an office or
work site.
Hubly, whose union represents 8,000 state employees, said some employees work within arm’s
length of each other, and in some state offices, the only safeguard is a bottle of sanitizer hung on the
front door. One photograph, shown to a reporter, shows four state workers facing each other in a
pod of cubicles, with one of the work stations partitioned off by a makeshift cardboard barrier.
State employees at the State Veterans Home in Kearney, the State Penitentiary in Lincoln and the
Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center in Kearney have tested positive for COVID-19.
Some state workers have asked why state offices still allow walk-in traffic while many city and county
offices are conducting business by telephone and computer only. Department of Motor Vehicles
offices, for instance, are operating by phone and mail only.
Jackson said that is a decision left to local managers, with the goal being to continue to offer services
without disruptions.
HHS employees have complained about a rule, related in an email to workers, that 60% of the staff
must report to the office. Jackson said that refers to the capacity of the state’s software system to
handle at-home employees.
By Paul Hammel
 


KETV: 'Our members are scared and are anxious'
 
As Gov. Pete Ricketts encourages Nebraskans to stay home, some state workers say they want him
to follow his own advice.
On Wednesday, members of the Nebraska Association of Public Employees turned in a petition with
1,700 signatures. It calls on Ricketts to close down local service centers for two weeks, allow more
employees to work from home and increase pay for those who can't by $2 an hour.
"Our members are scared and are anxious," said NAPE Executive Director Justin Hubly.
He showed photos of state employees working in cubicles that are closer than 6-feet apart. One staff
member even constructed a cardboard barrier.
He said some older employees with pre-existing health conditions have not been allowed to work
from home.
"They've asked their supervisor, 'Please let me work from home.' And the supervisor says, 'I can't
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accommodate that request," Hubly said.
Union members said other businesses have given their workers a bump in salary for hazard pay.
They also believe shutting down local service centers during the projected surge will protect the
public.
"I can't go to my eye doctor right now, my eye doctor's office is closed. But I could go down to the
DMV right now and put my face up against the eyeglass test and take the eyeglass test right now. I
don't know if that needs to happen in the next two weeks," Hubly said.
The governor's response was quick and definitive.
"This gets back to the expectations to people in Nebraska. Hey, we're the state we're supposed to be
doing these things. This is our job," Ricketts said.
Nebraska Department of Administrative Services Director Jason Jackson said 40% of state employees
are working from home. He said that will expand as software glitches get fixed. He argued now
would be the worst time to shutdown or reduce services.
"There's a lot of displacement in the workplace, a lot of families in need. Right now is not the time to
contemplating raises to government employees or closing down services,"
Jackson said.
Deb Strudl works in adult protective services for the Department of Health and Human Services.
"We need to serve our clients. I am a frontline worker," Strudl said.
"I don't mind that. Would I like to be compensated, yeah, if I go home and infect my kids my
grandkids something like that."
By Andrew Ozaki
 


OWH: Grand Island area now has highest number of coronavirus cases in Nebraska
 
The Grand Island area reached an unwanted milestone Wednesday: It had more confirmed
coronavirus cases than anywhere else in Nebraska.
The Central District Health Department reported 278 known cases in Hall County, where Grand
Island is, on Wednesday afternoon.
That exceeds the 263 cases reported the same day in the far more populous Douglas County.
Douglas County reported its first case on March 6. Hall County didn’t report its first cases until nearly
three weeks later, on March 26, showing how quickly the virus has taken hold and spread in the
central Nebraska region.
The local health agency also oversees neighboring Merrick and Hamilton Counties, which have four
and 15 total cases, respectively, for a total of 297 cases in the three counties.
An estimated 571,300 people live in Douglas County, roughly nine times Hall County’s population of
61,000. On a per capita basis, Hall County actually has 10 times more cases than Douglas County.
In fact, though Douglas County has the second-highest number of cases in the state, its per capita
rate is actually below the statewide average. And it’s far below that of the state’s biggest hot spots:
Hall, Kimball, Adams and Custer Counties.
Hall County also reported its fifth death Wednesday, a man in his 80s who was hospitalized.
Clusters of the disease have cropped up at the massive JBS USA plant, where 3,600 workers clock in
for shifts cutting and packaging beef, the McCain Foods frozen appetizer factory, nursing homes and
a health clinic.
Forty workers or residents at nine long-term-care centers or home health agencies have tested
positive for the coronavirus, including Tabitha, Wedgewood, Lakeview, Tiffany Square, Heritage,
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Edgewood, Country House and Good Samaritan in Hall County and Westfield in Hamilton County,
the health department said Wednesday.
The actual number of people infected is hard to tell and could be even higher.
Central District Health Department Director Teresa Anderson said the availability of testing in the
Grand Island area remains very limited. The Nebraska National Guard assisted with swabbing people
for testing last week, and Gov. Pete Ricketts said Guard members will return again this weekend.
A little more than 600 people have been tested in Hall County, according to figures from the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, compared to more than 3,800 people in
Douglas.
“We are hopeful that the number of much-needed COVID-19 tests will increase in the near future,”
Anderson said.
Earlier this week, data showed that 35% of those being tested in Hall County had the virus — much
higher than the statewide average of 7.65%.
Health officials have said the number of confirmed cases will increase as a larger pool of people are
tested.
Adams County and Hastings are just south of Grand Island, and many travel between the two cities
to work or shop. Coronavirus cases there are also climbing, with 66 people testing positive as of
Tuesday, including 12 workers at a Western Reserve beef processing facility in Hastings.
State and local officials said it’s hard to pinpoint exactly why the Grand Island area has emerged as
such a coronavirus hot spot.
But some of the largest employers in the area are food processing and manufacturing facilities,
including plants for JBS, Hornady ammunition and Case New Holland farm machinery. Case New
Holland temporarily shut down production last week to prevent the virus from spreading.
It’s harder to follow social distancing guidelines on a production line.
“Grand Island stands on the front line in the fight against COVID-19 because we have many people
employed in necessary jobs — manufacturing, food processing, agricultural equipment,” Mayor
Roger Steele said last week at a press conference. “While other cities can ask office workers to work
from home, that is not an option for our workers.”
Local doctors and Anderson have been warning for weeks that the number of cases would continue
to rise and that there are most likely many more undetected cases in the community, given the
testing shortage.
Anderson and Steele said they would have liked to institute a two-week shelter-at-home order to get
a better handle on the virus, but Ricketts didn’t support that approach.
The governor has said Nebraska’s directed health measures, which have closed schools and dine-in
areas at restaurants, and prohibited gatherings larger than 10 people, are similar to, and in some
cases even stricter than, the stay-at-home orders enacted in other states.
Anderson has said she fears that the local health care system is just weeks away from being
swamped, but administrators at St. Francis, the Grand Island hospital, say they are not there yet.
The hospital has erected a negative-pressure respiratory care unit in a tent outside the emergency
room and could add 28 beds, expanding to a capacity of 157 beds, to care for additional patients.
At a press briefing Wednesday, Ricketts said three people at St. Francis were on ventilators for
breathing support one week ago. That number has now risen to 17, he said. At least seven COVID-19
patients this week have been transferred to other hospitals, including ones in Omaha.
But St. Francis is not at capacity and staff members are staying calm and collected, said Ricketts and
Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief medical officer.
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“We are deploying resources to be able to address it,” Ricketts said. “People are working very, very
hard, in Grand Island, but the plan is working. We have not overwhelmed the health care system.”
By Erin Duffy
 


LJS: Pre-COVID-19 impact state tax report shows increases
 
here's this consolation for the Nebraska economy: March tax collections were up in all areas, which
gives an idea that things were going pretty well before the coronavirus invaded.
The net sales, income, corporate and miscellaneous taxes were up 12% above the amount
forecasters predicted. And the year's receipts were up nearly 9%.
Gross receipts compared with the forecast show sales taxes up nearly 14%, individual income taxes
up 5.4%, corporate income taxes up 41.5% and miscellaneous taxes up 6.5%. 
Comparisons are based on the forecast from July. 
But there could be more painful news in the months to come.
Appropriations Committee Chairman John Stinner said last week the pandemic will cause a
significant decrease in tax receipts for the state, and the effect could be felt up to three years.
Unemployment and Medicaid applications will go up in the months to come. 
At the same time, the federal coronavirus aid package could bring the state $1.25 billion.
Tax receipts for March have a 30-day lag in sales tax reporting, so they really indicate what was going
on in February. The report for April will be more indicative of what is happening with restrictions on
businesses and social gatherings amid the outbreak, said Revenue Department spokeswoman Lydia
Brasch. 
Net sales tax collections were up in March 9.4%, and farmers have already reported,  because their
deadline is before April 15, Brasch said. 
As Gov. Pete Ricketts told Nebraskans during one of his COVID-19 updates, if you can pay your
income taxes before the now-July 15 deadline, please do, she said.  
By JoAnne Young
 


NET: Executive Order Aims To Help Struggling Childcare Providers & Low-Income
Families
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts signed a two-part executive order Wednesday aimed at helping the
struggling childcare industry. 
Children and Family Services Director Stephanie Beasley said nearly 16% of childcare centers who
work with the state have had to close due to the social distancing guidelines.
She said in response, in-home subsidized childcare is allowed, and the usual requirements will be
temporarily waived.
"First, this provides an alternate option for a family who may have lost their childcare due to their
provider or program closing," Beasley said. "And providing this option also provides employment
opportunities for interested individuals who may have lost their unemployment from the COVID-19
pandemic." 
The order also lets providers collect subsidy payments from the state even if those kids are
absent. The child’s spot is also secured at the daycare when normal operations begin again.
By Kelsey Eihausen
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NTV: Gov. Ricketts expands childcare options and releases business survey
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — Wednesday’s Gov. Pete Rickett’s COVID-19 press conference addressed expansion
of childcare options and the launch of a business response survey.
Options for childcare are expected to grow for working families and relief given to childcare centers
participating in the State’s Child Care Subsidy Program after Gov. Ricketts issued an executive order
to address the two state issues.
The order had suspended two regulation to the State’s Child Subsidy Program.
Firstly, childcare centers can bill the state for the days a child is absent from care.
Secondly, families who participate in the program can receive in-home childcare when other option
are unavailable.
Stephanie Beasley, Director of the Division of Children and Family Services (CFS) for the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), joined the governor’s press conference to
explain the intent of the order.
Director Beasley stated, “As of this morning, 16 percent of licensed child care programs in Nebraska
have temporary closed since the COVID-19 emergency declaration. This means that over 4,000
children whose families receive child care subsidy from the State may not have access to safe, high-
quality care as their parents or guardians.”
Guidance for childcare providers is available at www.dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus
Read the executive order pertaining to the State’s Child Care Subsidy Program by clicking here.
The business response survey is expected to gauge how Nebraska businesses are managing during
this time. The survey was created by the State’s Department of Economic Development in
partnership with the University of Nebraska System; the Lincoln, Greater Omaha, and state
chambers of commerce; the Center for Public Affairs Research at the University of Nebraska Omaha;
and the Bureau of Business Research at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Ted Carter, President of the University of Nebraska System discussed the survey during the press
conference. Carter explained its purpose, the information it will collect and how the data will show
the university’s efforts to support businesses.
The survey is live now at cpar.unomaha.edu/nebusinessresponse
Full video of today’s press briefing is available by clicking here.
 


WJAG: Gov. Ricketts signs executive order to help day care providers
 
LINCOLN - 481 or 16 percent of licensed child care programs in Nebraska have temporarily closed
since the coronavirus emergency declaration.
That’s according to Stephanie Beasley, Director of the Division of Children and Family Services with
the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
During the daily coronavirus press conference at the Capitol Thursday Governor Pete Ricketts said he
has signed an executive order that will allow day cares to be reimbursed for children that aren’t
there because of the coronavirus or the 10 person or less rule.
"For example, you may have a parent who wasn't able to send that child to day care. Normally what
would happen is that day care would not be reimbursed for that day. This executive order is a way
for the DHHS to reimburse that day care to help day cares stay in business and hold that slot for the
family so that they will be able to take advantage of that slot sometime in the future."
Ricketts said families receiving subsidies can use a license-exempt provider.
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Also during the press conference, Ricketts talked about a new business response survey that
businesses and non-profit organizations are encouraged to fill out and say how the virus has
impacted their operation.
That survey can be filled out online at UNomaha.Edu.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


KLKN: Department of Labor issuing federal unemployment benefit payments
 
The Nebraska Department of Labor (NDOL) announced today that payments are being issued for the
new federal unemployment insurance benefits provided by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act. The COVID-19 relief package temporarily provides an additional
$600 per week in addition to Nebraska’s regular unemployment benefit, which is about half of a
person’s full-time weekly income up to $440 per week for 26 weeks.
Additional $600 Per Week
As part of the CARES Act, unemployment benefits are being expanded to provide an additional $600
per week beginning the week ending April 4, 2020, through the week ending July 25, 2020. This
temporary emergency increase in benefits is referred to as the Federal Pandemic Unemployment
Compensation (FPUC) program.
On Sunday, Nebraska issued the first $600 payments for the week ending April 11. Payments will be
issued soon to individuals eligible for benefits the week ending April 4. The $600 is paid separately
from regular unemployment insurance benefits, but no application is needed.  Under federal
guidelines, $600 payments cannot be issued for weeks of unemployment prior to the week ending
April 4.
Anyone who currently has federal or state withholding tax taken out of their benefits will see the
same reductions in the FPUC payment. Withholding preferences can be managed
in NEworks.nebraska.gov.  Other deductions, such as child support, also apply.
The additional $600 per week will also be paid to recipients of Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
(PUA).  This program provides benefits to those not traditionally eligible for unemployment benefits.
Every unemployment claim is automatically reviewed for PUA eligibility. Further details regarding
PUA will be announced soon.
Unemployment Insurance Waivers
Last week, Governor Pete Ricketts extended waivers to August 1 for COVID-19 unemployment
insurance claims.  These include the waiver of the requirement to search for work, the waiver of the
requirement to serve a waiting week between claim processing and the first payment, and the
waiver of employer benefit charges.
Filing A Claim
Any worker in a non-paid status due to COVID-19 may file a claim for unemployment insurance
benefits. Unemployment claims in Nebraska are filed online at NEworks.nebraska.gov. The NEworks
mobile app is available to download for free. After filing a new initial claim, applicants must certify
their eligibility every week that they continue to be unemployed by logging into their NEworks
account.  These weekly certifications must be completed even while a new claim is still being
processed.
More Information
Unemployment Insurance Instructional Materials
Previous Unemployment Insurance Announcements
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Federal Benefits FAQ
COVID-19 Information
By Brent BonFleur
 


OWH: Douglas County reports 8 new cases of coronavirus, including one infant
 
Nebraska’s coronavirus cases grew by 51 on Wednesday, and among the new infections was an
infant in Douglas County.
A total of 952 cases had been reported to the state by Wednesday evening. Based on information
provided by county health departments, Nebraska now totals 23 deaths, up one from Wednesday.
The latest death occurred in Hall County, where the disease is spreading rapidly. A hospitalized man
in his 80s died there, according to the Central District Health Department.
Phil Rooney, spokesman for the Douglas County Health Department, said a child less than a year old
is among the eight new Douglas County cases of COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel
coronavirus.
Rooney said he could not elaborate on the baby’s status, but he did say no one was hospitalized
among the cases announced Wednesday.
Three had contact with a known infected person, one is believed to be related to travel, one was a
community spread case and three remain under investigation.
Douglas County has reported 263 cases of COVID-19.
The Lincoln area recorded two more lab-confirmed cases, bringing the total in Lancaster County to
59, according to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. The new cases are people in their
20s and 60s.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


Scottsbluff SH: Two coronavirus cases tied to long-term care facilities in Panhandle
 
Panhandle Public Health District officials announced five new cases of the coronavirus Tuesday,
including two that are tied to long-term care facilities.
Officials confirmed the first positive for COVID-19 in Morrill County, a woman in her 70s.
One new case has been announced in Cheyenne County, bringing the total cases there to three. The
new case involves a man in his 60s. On Wednesday, Sidney Regional Medical Center confirmed that
the case involved a resident at its facility. The resident had been screened after having suffered a
sore throat. The resident’s roommate tested negative and family members have been notified. Both
the resident and roommate were transferred to the hospital’s COVID unit, according to a press
release.
Safety precautions had already been in place at the facility..
“The staff has been preparing for this situation and continue to operate under rigorous infection
control procedures,” Dr. Rebecca Allard, medical director for Extended Care, said. “The organization
is taking every precaution to ensure the safety and well-being of our residents and staff.”
Three new cases were also confirmed in Scotts Bluff County: two females, one in her 40s and the
other in her teens; and one male, a teenage boy. The boy had been confirmed as having a positive
test during National Guard testing last week. He had been identified as a close contact of a
previously positive case, and having worked at a local long-term health facility. His close contacts
have been notified and quarantined.
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The West Nebraska Veterans Home confirmed in a press release that one of its staff members had
tested positive and says that further testing is being conducted in coordination with Panhandle
Public Health District (PPHD).
Employees at all four veterans’ homes in the state have been completing screenings and having
temperatures taken to check for COVID-19 symptoms upon entry of the facilities. When the
employee indicated possible exposure to COVID-19, they were directed to self-isolate at home and
PPHD was contacted to complete testing. WNVH is continuing to work with PPHD to screen and test
any teammates and members who may have previously come into contact with the teammate who
tested positive, according to the press release.
Scotts Bluff County has now reported a total of 17 positive cases of the coronavirus.
In the PPHD area, 32 cases of the coronavirus have been reported as positive among 640 tests
completed. Thirteen people have recovered. A Kimball County man who had been hospitalized since
the end of March has now been released from the hospital.
As of Wednesday, a total of 108 tests are pending results, with 87 new tests completed and
submitted on Wednesday. In the new cases confirmed Tuesday, contact investigations are underway
and officials said more details will be released when they are complete. PPHD officials reiterated in a
daily briefing Wednesday that possible exposure would be defined as having contact with a person
for 10 minutes or more and within 6 feet. PPHD director Kim Engel said that those changes will mean
that fewer exposure locations are likely to be reported.
“The only time that we are listing on that site list is, it’s kind of like the last resort. If they went
someplace and they can’t tell us who was all there, that is when we list it,” PPHD director Kim Engel
said. “... Some of that guidance that we were under has changed and people are able to recall who
they were with.”
People are reminded that dates of exposure might not be related to specific cases that have been
announced. The possible exposure sites also usually include information about close contacts.
By Maunette Loeks
 


Fox Nebraska: More testing at Central Nebraska Veterans' Home after member tested
positive for COVID-19
 
LINCOLN, Neb. — A member of the Central Nebraska Veterans’ Home (CNVH) in Kearney tested
positive for COVID-19.
Further testing on the member is being conducted in coordination with Two Rivers Public Health
Department and the Nebraska National Guard.
The CNVH informs that their members at the four state Veterans homes have been completing daily
screenings and having temperatures taken to check for COVID-19 symptoms.
After symptoms matching COVID-19 were noted in the CNVH member, the public health department
was contacted to complete testing, and the member immediately began isolating in their private
room.
CNVH stated that teammates and members who may have previously come into contact with the
member are now being screened and tested.
CNVH informs all teammates working in the home where the member resides are donning N95
masks, gowns, and face shields. Teammates throughout the rest of the facility are masked per CDC
and DHHS long-term care facility guidelines.
“We have been taking COVID-19 very seriously and have implemented policies, procedures, and







additional training in all four of our veterans homes to protect our members and teammates,” said
Nebraska Department of Veteran Affairs (NDVA) Director John Hilgert. “I want to thank the
teammates working in our facilities, who are the frontline workers in the war on this virus and are
the heroes helping heroes in a challenging time.”
NDVA stated that protecting the health and safety of the members of the four state veterans’
homes, as well as the teammates who serve them is a top priority.
The NDVA informs that the COVID-19 task force has been coordinating efforts in all four veterans’
homes to limit the chances of contact with the coronavirus. Starting March 11, entry to the facilities
was limited to NDVA teammates and medical professionals, who are required to complete a
screening upon entry.
A “virtual visitor” system has been put in place to keep families connected while access for in-person
visits is limited. All non-essential travel outside the facility was postponed and communal dining has
been discontinued.
 


OWH: Nebraska education chief: School won’t be normal in the fall
 
Will school get back to normal for Nebraska kids in the fall?
You know, the kind of school where hallways bustle with students, band members march shoulder to
shoulder and football players get in each others’ faces.
Don’t count on it, officials say.
Nebraska Education Commissioner Matt Blomstedt is advising local district leaders to draw up
contingency plans in case the coronavirus crisis lingers on.
“I don’t believe it will be normal in the fall,” Blomstedt said.
It’s hard to say yet what the situation might look like this fall, but possibilities include delaying the
start of the school year, separating students into groups and rotating them into school buildings at
different times or using partial or complete distance learning.
Of course, there’s still time between now and then for a medical breakthrough, a presidential
reopening order or other event that could turn the tide against COVID-19 and clear the way for
normal operations.
Most districts are slated to start in mid-August. The first day for students in the Omaha Public
Schools is currently Aug. 18.
But even the start dates on the calendar are in question, as some officials have floated the idea of
starting later in the fall or having only staff return in August to organize and prepare for whatever
plan is put into effect to meet the health requirements.
Already, summer school is looking iffy, with some districts rescheduling later in the summer and
reimagining how summer school might be delivered remotely.
“I think it’s going to be very difficult to have summer school in June with students,” Blomstedt said.
He said it’s prudent for local officials to plan on disruptions in the fall. He wants them to be prepared
and not wait until the last minute to draw up plans.
So, what might those plans look like?
Nothing’s for certain yet — not by a long shot — but it’s instructive to recall why schools closed in
the first place.
The governor has said that schools are the most concentrated gatherings of people in the state.
Closing them was to blunt the disease’s spread.
Blomstedt said that unless there’s a vaccine or antibody test by then, or assurances that medical
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facilities won’t be overwhelmed, schools should prepare for the possibility that gatherings will still
be limited.
The most drastic scenario would be for districts to continue distance learning with students staying
at home.
Because schools already rolled out distance learning this spring, by fall they should have the wrinkles
ironed out and know where it’s working and where it’s not, and what more they need as far as
training, technology and resources if it’s to continue on a grander scale.
A less drastic scenario, if health officials deemed it safe, would be allowing smaller groups of
students to enter schools, he said.
Schools might have to separate students into smaller groups who would be kept isolated from one
another, he said. Student groups could report to the school building on different days — for
instance, one group attends classes on Monday and Tuesday, the other on Thursday and Friday, he
said.
Blomstedt said it’s possible that delivering lessons via television could play a bigger role. Already the
state teachers union, Nebraska State Education Association, is providing televised lessons through its
Teacher TV.
Perhaps, he said, those TV lessons could be scaled up, and classroom teachers could take on more of
a tutoring role, he said.
Students could even attend three weeks in class followed by three weeks of remote learning, all
aimed at avoiding spread, he said.
Blomstedt’s outlook tends toward the cautious side — as it has been since the start of the crisis. But
he points to the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 for a history lesson. The flu subsided but rebounded
with a second deadly wave.
At the time, he said, there were waves of shutdowns.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, has
spoken optimistically about the possibility of schools reopening in the fall.
But he has also suggested that things wouldn’t be completely normal.
During a White House briefing on April 7, Fauci said he couldn’t predict accurately what the situation
would look like but said he expected that by fall “we will have this under control enough that it
certainly will not be the way it is now, where people are shutting schools.”
Medical officials, however, would still have to identify, isolate and contact-trace people with the
disease, he said.
With an antibody test, officials would know more about the actual penetration of the infection in
society, he said. Knowing how many people have been infected, who’s protected and who’s
vulnerable would help inform decisions on how close to normal things can return, Fauci said.
“The bottom line is: No absolute prediction, but I think we’re going to be in good shape,” he said.
Blomstedt said it’s important that schools complete this school year and provide kids with learning
opportunities in the summer.
Millard Public Schools Superintendent Jim Sutfin told his board this week that district leaders are
discussing ideas for fall, including the possibility of full remote learning and smaller groups in school.
“Without immunizations, we’re going to be in a tough spot for a long time,” Sutfin said.
OPS has a team working on plans, according to Jeremy Maskel, communication director.
Fall is too far out to talk specifics right now, Maskel said.
“Much of that will be determined in coordination with health officials and the Nebraska Department
of Education,” he said. “We have already gathered feedback to evolve and grow our distance
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engagement efforts this spring and will continue to do so heading into fall.”
He said the district should decide soon on how to handle summer school.
Lincoln Public Schools Communication Director Mindy Burbach said district leaders have begun initial
discussions.
“Without further guidance on timing and social gathering limits, it is difficult to make firm plans in
regards to next school year,” Burbach said.
For now, the district’s focus remains on providing meaningful learning for students and finishing the
current school year as strong as possible, she said.
Officials will examine the effectiveness of current remote learning and look for ways to improve it,
she said.
Lincoln is considering potential changes for summer school, she said.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Eppley Airfield to get $32.8 million in federal grants in light of steep drop in air
travel
 
Eppley Airfield in Omaha will receive $32.8 million in federal grant money as it deals with a steep
drop in air travel amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
Seventy-one Nebraska airports will get a total of nearly $65 million in grants from the Federal
Aviation Administration.
The funding is part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act Airport Grant
Program.
Steve McCoy, director of air service and business development for the Omaha Airport Authority, said
the funds will be used to help cover debt payments, as well as costs of runway and terminal
maintenance and airport operations.
“Right now our continued focus is to keep the airport open and available for customers,” McCoy
said. “When the stimulus funds start to come in, it will start to provide stability for the longer-term
impacts of COVID-19.”
McCoy said Eppley typically sees 6,900 departures a day in April; that number has fallen to 263 a day
amid the outbreak. He said similar decreases are being seen at airports across the country.
Dave Roth, executive director of the Omaha Airport Authority, said: “We were pleased to see the
quick action taken by Congress, including the Nebraska delegation, to get these emergency funds
approved for airports like Eppley Airfield.”
Airports can use the funds for capital expenditures, operating expenses and airport debt payments.
The top-funded Nebraska airports:


·         Eppley Airfield, Omaha: $32,821,258
·         Kearney Regional Airport, Kearney: $16,874,151
·         Lincoln Airport, Lincoln: $5,612,944
·         North Platte Regional Airport, Lee Bird Field, North Platte: $3,859,446
·         Central Nebraska Regional Airport, Grand Island: $2,666,378


By Natalie Saenz
 


LJS: Local businesses help Nebraska State Patrol with mask problem
 
Nebraska State Patrol officers now can cut down on their use of N95 masks, thanks to a new adapter
for their gas masks that was designed and made by two Lincoln companies. 







IntoMetal and Kawasaki partnered with NSP to create and donate adapters for reusable filters that
can be affixed to the department's existing gas masks, allowing troopers and investigators to use
them instead of N95 masks.
Patrol Col. John Bolduc said use of the adapters will save countless pieces of personal protective
equipment for medical professionals. 
The patrol already had filters for older versions of its gas masks, but those filters didn't fit the masks
troopers currently use. The patrol looked to other suppliers for new filters until eventually reaching
out to Kawasaki. 
Kawasaki created a design for an adapter that attaches the existing filters to the newer  masks.
Patrol spokesman Cody Thomas said the design saves resources and taxpayer money.
Kawasaki had stopped making the adapters, focusing its attention on making other products, so
IntoMetal, a Lincoln fabrication company, has been making them with a 3D printer.
Garrett Humston, a manufacturing engineer at IntoMetal, said it regularly supplies parts to Kawasaki.
Making the adapters, he said, has been a nice change of pace. 
Each adapter takes about 1 1/2 hours to create, Humston said, and the company has made about 35
so far. He said the first units IntoMetal made were ready to be tested by the state patrol the
following day. 
Humston is proud to be able to help his community and state in a time of need, and believes all
businesses should do what they can to support local law enforcement. 
"I think it's good that the company can help the community recover, because that will help small
businesses," he said. 
Thomas said NSP is thankful to have the support of local businesses. 
"It's these local partnerships with the Nebraska State Patrol that we think are gonna make the
difference," he said.
The gas masks will only be used by officers directly exposed to crime scenes and correctional
facilities, Thomas said, adding that no NSP employee has been diagnosed with COVID-19. 
By Nick McConnell
 


AP: Nebraska tax collections up in March despite virus shutdowns
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska state government had better-than-expected tax collections in
March despite a surge in unemployment and widespread hardship caused by the new coronavirus,
according to a report released Wednesday.
The Nebraska Department of Revenue reported net tax collections of $380 million, which is about
12% higher than the projected forecast of $339 million.
The department said net individual and corporate income taxes, net sales-and-use taxes and net
miscellaneous taxes were all higher than projected in March.
Net tax collections are also higher than expected in the current fiscal year, which ends June 30. The
state has received $3.656 billion so far, up nearly 9% from the certified forecast of $3.359 billion.
Department of Revenue spokeswoman Lydia Brasch said the March numbers “are indicative of the
state economy pre-COVID-19,” and next month’s report will likely show a different picture.
“Those numbers will certainly change as a result of what’s happened across the state,” Brasch said.
Members of the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advisory Board voiced concerns about the virus’
impact on the state at their last meeting in February. The board’s estimates help determine how
much tax revenue state lawmakers and the governor have at their disposal.
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AP: Judge cancels permit for Keystone XL oil pipeline
 
BILLINGS, Mont. — A U.S. judge canceled a key permit Wednesday for the Keystone XL oil pipeline
that’s expected to stretch from Canada to Nebraska, another setback for the disputed project that
got underway less than two weeks ago following years of delays.
Judge Brian Morris said the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers failed to adequately consider the pipeline's
effect on endangered species such as pallid sturgeon, a massive dinosaur-like fish.
The ruling, however, does not shut down work that has begun at the U.S.-Canada border crossing in
Montana, according to attorneys in the case. Pipeline sponsor TC Energy will need the permit for
future construction across hundreds of rivers and streams along Keystone's 1,200-mile route.
A spokesman said TC Energy was reviewing the ruling.
“We remain committed to building this important energy infrastructure project," spokesman Terry
Cunha said.
Officials with the Army Corps of Engineers did not have an immediate response to the ruling.
Morris is holding a court hearing Thursday on two other lawsuits against the $8 billion pipeline.
American Indian tribes and environmental groups want him to halt the construction at the border
while a lawsuit challenging President Donald Trump's approval of the pipeline last year works its way
through the courts.
The pipeline was proposed in 2008 and would carry up to 830,000 barrels of oil daily to Nebraska,
where it would be transferred to another TC Energy pipeline for shipment to refineries and export
terminals on the Gulf of Mexico.
It was rejected twice under the Obama administration because of concerns that it could worsen
climate change, then Trump revived it.
TC Energy’s surprise March 31 announcement that it intended to start construction amid a global
economic crisis caused by the coronavirus pandemic came after the provincial government in
Alberta invested $1.1 billion to jump-start the work.
As many as 11 construction camps, some housing up to 1,000 people, were initially planned for the
project, although TC Energy says those are under review amid the pandemic.
By Matthew Brown
 


OWH Editorial: Outlet mall's premature reopening threatens public health
 
Sound, science-based health directives have enabled Nebraska to avoid the scale of terrible
coronavirus harm that has struck other states. April, public health experts emphasize, is the period
of most severe threat, with a likely peak in COVID-19 cases and deaths. So it’s vital that Nebraska
stay the course in pursuing responsible public health approaches. That certainly should rule out ad
hoc decisions by mall owners to undertake self-described “case studies” by reopening during this
pandemic.
Yet, the owner of Nebraska Crossing Outlets has announced plans to do exactly that, with a “soft
opening” on April 24. That would be only 15 days into the proclamation by Gov. Pete Ricketts for
Nebraskans to stay home for 21 days (through April 30), to reduce the potential for increased virus
exposure. The mall will have a “formal grand opening” for its more than 80 stores and restaurants
sometime in May, potentially as early as May 1, according to owner Rod Yates.
Laura Redoutey, president of the Nebraska Hospital Association, responded to the news by issuing a







much-needed warning: “This move is in direct contradiction with public health guidelines and poses
serious risks to the health of all Nebraskans. Quite simply, it’s irresponsible for a non-essential
retailer to open its doors to the public in the middle of a pandemic.”
Redoutey, writing on behalf of Nebraska’s 93 hospitals, noted that Nebraska has made progress in
“flattening the curve” by following social distancing, working from home and other needed practices.
Such efforts, she rightly says, “need to continue until we see clear evidence that the risk of COVID-19
infections have been significantly reduced and adequate testing is in place.”
The health directives issued by Ricketts in recent weeks have provided a sound, coordinated — and
effective — approach to this health crisis. It was disappointing, then, when Ricketts on Tuesday
refused to describe the planned mall reopening as the public health threat it is. Ricketts’ passivity
undercuts his own health directives, creates needless uncertainty and encourages the undertaking
of similar reckless “case studies” by other private-sector entities.
The governor has communicated well through this crisis, and he must continue to provide
Nebraskans with clarity. Ricketts should vigorously enforce his health directives, and the mall owner
should jettison his plans. It’s crucial that public health considerations guide the actions by
government and the private sector. Lives truly are at risk.
 


OWH: Reopening raises big concerns
 
Kudos to Gov. Ricketts and Mayor Stothert for the majority of their decisions and the manner in
which they have handled the COVID-19 virus in Nebraska and Omaha these past few weeks. They
have helped to keep us one of the least affected states.
Now the apparent nonchalance Gov. Ricketts is showing toward the “possibly first in the country”
opening of an outlet mall, Nebraska Crossing, is deeply concerning.
Where is the widespread testing availability in Nebraska recommended by the scientists and heath
care specialists before openings begin? Why is Nebraska’s first announced opening one of the least
essential businesses in the state?
Also concerning is the location of the outlet mall in a prime location to widely spread the virus. It
may well place in danger all state residents who have been so diligent in staying home and
distancing in order to contain the virus.
Let’s discourage this opening until health officials’ recommendations have been met in Nebraska!
Karen K. Burmood, Omaha
 


LJS Editorial, 4/16: Postal Service needs action to be saved
 
The United States Postal Service has been on the ropes for a while, struggling with financial crises.
The drop-off of business amid the coronavirus pandemic could be a fatal blow. That’s why quick
action is necessary.
First, a little civics lesson: The postal service was authorized in the Constitution and established as an
agency within the executive branch of the federal government under President George Washington.
While it operates as an independent business, it does so with the mandate to offer service at a
uniform price and quality to all regardless of geography. That means it has to cost the same to mail a
letter from Cheyenne to Chadron as it does from Chicago to Shreveport. You can see one problem.
Email and the internet contributed to the postal service’s woes, decreasing the volume of business.
At the same time, the post office, with its mission to serve everyone everywhere, is frequently used







by other couriers to get packages on the last legs of their journey to expensive-to-reach rural areas.
Then in 2006 came the Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act, which forced the service to pay
between $5.4 billion and $5.8 billion annually through 2016 to get out in front of expected payments
for its retiree health benefits fund.
The recession in 2008 was another body blow. And now, a pandemic.
President Trump, according to a Washington Post report, threatened to veto the $2 trillion
coronavirus aid package if it contained any bailout money for a postal service he’s been interested in
privatizing. The final legislation contained $10 billion in the form of a loan.
The loan – not a handout – might solve an immediate problem. But as long as the service is forced to
pre-fund its retiree health benefits five decades out, its biggest headache isn’t going away.
To that end, the U.S. House of Representatives has passed the USPS Fairness Act, which repeals the
requirement that it prepay for future retirement benefits. Recognizing the importance of the postal
service to rural areas, Nebraska Reps. Jeff Fortenberry, Don Bacon and Adrian Smith all supported
the measure.
An identical bill awaits action in the Senate. It has co-sponsors from both parties, and we urge Sens.
Deb Fischer and Ben Sasse to support the bill.
Privatization isn’t the answer. It would only hurt rural America, where service would be more
expensive or less dependable as the business model evolved to something with a bigger profit
margin.
The Postal Service has already made deep cuts and may need more. It will have to innovate to stay
relevant and profitable. But it doesn’t have to be a cash cow. It just needs to be solvent … and to
serve all parts of this nation.
 


LJS Local View: Speed up Medicaid expansion
 
In November of 2018, a large majority of Nebraska voters approved Initiative 427,  which committed
the state to implementing Medicaid expansion. We wanted that because this state would get back
about $600 million of our own money from the federal government.
That money would be used to help 90,000 Nebraskans who do not have medical coverage. That
money would be paid to doctors and to medical facilities throughout Nebraska – and help keep our
rural health clinics open.
Those 90,000 people are mostly people who work at one or two or three jobs at low wages to keep
their families clothed and fed. Of those people, 21% – more than two out of every 10 – work in the
food industry. They grow our food, prepare our food, put the food on store shelves and serve our
food.
Some of them might be freeloaders. Some. The vast majority of the 90,000 are working in industries
critical to our economy. But, still, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services has
worked incredibly hard to make sure that those ne’er-do-wells don’t get a free ride.
In fact, DHHS was so concerned that they proposed to put an incredible number of very clever and
very complicated hoops into the process of applying for medical help under Medicaid expansion.
To implement these hoops, DHHS applied to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services for
a waiver to the Medicaid expansion program. Under the waiver, applicants would need to prove that
they participate in wellness programs, take personal responsibility and are active in community
engagement. Makes sense, right? We would rather see them not get medical care than take
advantage of the tax dollars we have already paid to federal government.







Another wrinkle. Because of the coronavirus emergency, the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services has had to delay consideration of Nebraska’s Medicaid Expansion waiver. So
implementation is delayed again.
Medicaid expansion could have started two years before the complex proposed system will be put in
place this October. It’s been delayed in the quest to deny health care to cheaters.
Remember that 21% of these people work in the food industry. Those people are not getting
medical care during this coronavirus crisis. Take a look at your smiling son or daughter as they bite
into that pizza, and think that the person who made it may not have the medical coverage or funds
to have a physical examination or to get care outside of an emergency room.
DHHS acted in bad faith in responding to our vote. They have endangered all of our lives to pursue
what they feel is a righteous cause. It is not better for people to die than to cheat.
OK. I may be overly dramatic. But I’m scared.
I’m 73 years old. I’m in a group that has a high chance of dying from COVID-19 if I contract it. But I
don’t want anyone to suffer from this disease. I don’t want any Nebraskan to be denied the benefit
of medical care. And most of all, I don’t want my friends and neighbors to suffer because someone
providing food can’t get medical care.
Governor Ricketts, I commend you for a masterful job in your calm and thoughtful approach as you
steer this state through the current crisis. Your demeanor is excellent. And you seem to be
marshaling appropriate action.
But your administration has failed miserably in hearing and acting upon the voice of the people.
Please implement Initiative 427 by rescinding the proposed waiver and establishing expansion now.
Do this not only for the 90,000 hardworking Nebraskans who are denied coverage, but also to help
keep clinics open throughout rural Nebraska, and to protect all of us who are now dependent upon
people without medical coverage.
Arthur I. Zygielbaum is on the board of directors for Nebraska Appleseed and is an emeritus associate
research professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln's School of Natural Resources. He lives in
Lincoln. This column represents his personal views.
 


LJS: State senators urge reopening Affordable Care Act enrollment
 
A dozen state senators have written members of Nebraska's congressional delegation asking them to
work with the Trump administration to reopen the Affordable Care Act enrollment period now to
help ensure that all Nebraskans have access to health insurance in the midst of the ongoing
coronavirus crisis.
"Nebraskans need immediate help," they wrote.
"We are facing a record surge in unemployment," they noted, and reopening the marketplace
"would make it easier for people who have recently lost jobs or who had already been uninsured to
obtain health insurance.
"The Trump administration has established such special enrollment periods in the past, typically in
the wake of natural disasters," they said.
Signing the letter, initiated by Sen. Kate Bolz of Lincoln, were 10 Democratic members of the
Legislature and two Republican members, Sens. John McCollister and Robert Hilkemann, both of
Omaha.
Sens. Matt Hansen, Anna Wishart and Patty Pansing Brooks, all of Lincoln, signed the request along
with Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, Sen. Dan Quick of Grand Island and Sens. Megan Hunt, Sara







Howard, Steve Lathrop and Rick Kolowski, all of Omaha. 
By Don Walton
 


AP: More pressure to track nursing home deaths; help for poorer nations; jitters in Las
Vegas
 
Federal health officials are coming under increasing pressure to start publicly tracking coronavirus
infections and deaths in nursing homes amid criticism they have not been transparent enough in
responding to outbreaks there.
COVID-19 has claimed thousands of lives in U.S. nursing homes.
Experts say the lack of tracking and transparency has been a major blind spot, and that publicizing
outbreaks as they happen could not only alert communities and anguished relatives but also help
officials see where to focus testing and safety measures.
"This is basic public health — you track this, you study it, and you learn from it," said David
Grabowski, who specializes in health care policy at Harvard Medical School.
Such an action by the agencies that oversee the nation's 15,000 nursing homes is seen as long
overdue, coming more than a month after a nursing home in Washington state became the first
COVID-19 hot spot in the U.S. with an outbreak that ultimately killed 43 people.
Because the federal government has not been releasing a count, the Associated Press has been
keeping its own tally based on media reports and state health departments. The AP's latest count of
at least 4,485 deaths is up from about 450 just two weeks ago.
"We recognize there should be more reporting," said Seema Verma, head of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services, on Wednesday.
Verma said her agency is working to increase reporting on outbreaks.
WHO PAYMENTS
Nations around the world reacted with alarm to news that President Donald Trump put a halt to
American payments to the World Health Organization. He said WHO didn't do enough to stop the
virus and is too lenient with China. Health experts warned the move could jeopardize global efforts
to stop the pandemic.
Philanthropists Bill Gates and Michael Bloomberg joined European and African leaders and health
experts who lined up behind the WHO or said the U.S. shouldn't cut off funding at such a critical
time.
The exact fallout from a halt in U.S. funding was far from clear.
"Trump has a mercurial reputation. So he sort of promises death and destruction and then it doesn't
necessarily happen," said Gian Luca Burci, a former legal counsel for WHO who now teaches at
Geneva's Graduate Institute. "I think it will become more clear in the next few weeks."
POORER COUNTRIES
The world's richest countries agreed Wednesday to freeze poor nations' debt obligations, shortly
after nearly 20 European and African leaders made a joint appeal for a massive international effort
to boost Africa's coronavirus response, saying that "only a global victory that fully includes Africa can
bring this pandemic to an end."
Finance ministers of the G-20 group of major economies, which includes the U.S., China, India and
others, said they will immediately put on hold poor countries' obligations to service debt they owe.
"This is a powerful, fast-acting initiative that will do much to safeguard the lives and livelihoods of
millions of the most vulnerable people," said World Bank Group President David Malpass and IMF







Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva in a statement.
Efforts to slow the spread of the virus may be choking Africa's already-vulnerable food supply.
Lockdowns in 33 of Africa's 54 countries have blocked farmers from getting food to markets. Many
informal markets where millions buy their food are shut.
'TOTAL INSANITY' Las Vegas is withering with tourists staying home and conventions and businesses
closed due to the coronavirus pandemic, according to the city's mayor .
"This shutdown has become one of total insanity," Mayor Carolyn Goodman said the day after
Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak declared he was nowhere near reopening parts of the state's idled
economy.
"For heaven's sake," Goodman said, "being closed is killing us already, and killing Las Vegas, our
industry, our convention and tourism business that we have all worked so hard to build. The longer
we wait to do this, the more impossible it will become to recover."
State health officials reported Wednesday that more than 3,200 people have been diagnosed with
the virus, and 131 have died.
MILITARY ADJUSTING
The U.S. military is trying to maintain a defensive crouch, sustain troops' health and protect the
nation during difficult times.
Military leaders are suggesting that this summer may be the best-case scenario of tiptoeing toward a
return to normal activities.
"We are going to need to change and adapt, because even over the coming months the virus isn't
going to go away. We're going to have to be able to operate in a COVID environment," Deputy
Defense Secretary David Norquist said recently.
 


AP: S.D. man dies; plant is virus hot spot
 
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The number of people testing positive for the coronavirus in South Dakota
has surpassed 1,100, and more than half of those cases have some connection to the Smithfield
Foods pork processing plant in Sioux Falls.
Health officials said Wednesday that 180 more people tested positive for COVID-19 in the last day,
bringing the statewide total to 1,168 cases. A total of 934 cases were in Minnehaha County, the
location of the Smithfield Foods plant.
The plant is one of the largest known clusters of COVID-19 cases in the country. As of Wednesday,
644 people with connections to the plant were infected.
That number includes 518 employees, including one who died on Tuesday.
Agustin Rodriguez's pastor confirmed his death to the Associated Press. It appeared Rodriguez's
death was not included in state figures released Wednesday: The state has said the number of
deaths has held steady at six since April 7.
Despite the growing number of cases, Gov. Kristi Noem said Wednesday that the state's efforts to
slow the spread of the coronavirus are working. Sioux Falls is expected to see its number of cases
peak in mid-May, while the rest of the state is expected to see a peak in mid-June.
"We are going to continue to recommend all of our mitigation efforts," she said. "What you are
doing at home by staying at home and making sure you are practicing social distancing is making a
difference."
Noem said she has been talking with Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue and officials from the
Smithfield Foods plant to work on a plan for getting it up and running again. Officials from the U.S.







Centers for Disease Control are in Sioux Falls and plan to walk through the plant Thursday. She said
officials recognize the plant's importance in the nation's food supply, and getting it up and running is
a "national security issue."
Meanwhile, absent a statewide stay-at-home order, the mayor of Sioux Falls is pursuing a city-wide
shelter-in-place ordinance to try to curb the outbreak in his city.
For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms. Older adults and people with
existing health problems are among those particularly susceptible to severe illness, including
pneumonia.
 


Tribune News Service: Experts: Virus, social distancing could continue into 2022
 
Coronavirus infections will rebound and threaten to overwhelm hospitals when current social
distancing measures are lifted, so prolonged or periodic restrictions may be needed for two more
years, according to mathematical modeling by Harvard University's Chan School of Public Health.
The study, published this week in the journal Science, came as governors were conferring on when
and how to safely lift stay-at-home orders and reopen their states' economies. Meanwhile, the
Trump administration has cited a University of Washington model that predicts the U.S. outbreak
will taper off at the end of May, enabling a return to normalcy.
"Even in the event of apparent elimination," the Harvard researchers wrote, coronavirus
"surveillance should be maintained, since a resurgence in contagion could be possible as late as
2024."
Senior author Marc Lipsitch added during a teleconference: "Predicting an end to the pandemic in
the summer ... is not consistent with what we know."
Lipsitch and his coauthors stressed that no one knows the answers to vitally important questions
about natural protection: Are people who recover from COVID-19 fully immune to the virus, and for
how long? Blood tests that could provide insights by detecting disease-fighting antibodies are just
now coming on the market — but many are proving to be unreliable.
Given the uncertainties, the researchers modeled various estimates of immunity, of how much
infections wane in hot months, and of social distancing, to predict the future spread of coronavirus.
Under all simulations — including one-time social isolation and intermittent isolation — infections
surged when the restrictions were lifted. The worst-case scenario was early, stringent distancing
followed by no controls. That unleashed an especially large wave of disease in the winter, a pattern
seen with the 1918 flu pandemic that infected a quarter of the world's population and killed as many
as 100 million people.
The model also showed the consequences of too much isolation. A 20-week period of social and
economic shutdown was so effective at reducing virus transmission "that virtually no population
immunity was built," which in turn intensified the next peak in the roller coaster of disease and
death.
A number of public health efforts could improve the outlook, the researchers wrote. These include
more diagnostic testing and rigorous contact tracing, expanded critical-care capacity in hospitals,
accurate blood antibody testing, effective treatments for COVID-19, and the greatest hope — a
vaccine against the virus.
"We do not take a position on the advisability of these scenarios given the economic burden that
sustained distancing may pose," the researchers concluded, "but we note the potentially
catastrophic burden on the health-care system that is predicted if distancing is poorly effective







and/or not sustained for long enough."
By Marie McCullough
 


AP: 5.2 million more seek unemployment aid — bringing four-week total to 22 million
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The wave of layoffs that has engulfed the U.S. economy since the coronavirus
struck forced 5.2 million more people to seek unemployment benefits last week, the government
reported Thursday.
Roughly 22 million have now sought jobless benefits in the past month — easily the worst stretch of
U.S. job losses on record. It means that roughly one in seven workers have lost their jobs in that
time.
The grim figures point to an economy that is tumbling into what appears to be a calamitous
recession, the worst in decades. The nation’s output could shrink by roughly 10.5% before it starts to
rebound, according to Ryan Sweet, an economist at Moody’s Analytics. That would be more than
double the contraction that occurred during the 2008-2009 recession, which was the worst
downturn since the Great Depression of the 1930s.
All businesses deemed nonessential have been closed in nearly every state. Deep job losses have
been inflicted across nearly every industry. Some economists say the unemployment rate could
reach as high as 20% in April, which would be the highest rate since the Great Depression of the
1930s. By comparison, unemployment never topped 10% during the Great Recession.
Layoffs are spreading beyond service industries like hotels, bars and restaurants, which absorbed the
brunt of the initial job cuts, into white collar professional occupations, including software
programmers, construction workers and sales people.
Up to 50 million jobs are vulnerable to coronavirus-related layoffs, economists say — about one-
third of all positions in the United States. That figure is based on a calculation of jobs that are
deemed non-essential by state and federal governments and that cannot be done from home.
It’s unlikely that all those workers will be laid off or file for unemployment benefits. But it suggests
the extraordinary magnitude of unemployment that could result from the pandemic.
“This crisis combines the scale of a national economic downturn with the pace of a natural disaster,”
said Daniel Zhao, senior economist at Glassdoor. “And that’s really unprecedented in American
economic history.”
All told, nearly 12 million people are now receiving unemployment checks, essentially matching the
peak reached in January 2010, shortly after the Great Recession officially ended. That figure is less
than the number of applicants in part because it lags behind the number of first-time jobless claims
figure by a week. And many people who apply for unemployment aid are turned down and don't
actually receive checks.
Retailers and other service companies keep cutting jobs. The electronics chain Best Buy said this
week that it will furlough 51,000 of its hourly employees, including nearly all its part-time workers.
Royal Caribbean Cruises will cut one-quarter of its 5,000 corporate employees.
But now, job losses are spreading well beyond occupations involving restaurants, retail, travel and
entertainment, which were hit first and hardest. The software company Toast, which works with the
restaurant industry, last week cut half its workforce — or 1,300 people — citing a dizzying drop in
restaurant sales. Yelp, the customer review site, cut 1,000 jobs. Groupon, the online discount
company, shed 2,800.
Some law firms have been forced to reduce their staffs. One victim was Fern Weinbaum, 68, who







was furloughed last month from her job as a legal secretary at a small law firm in Manhattan.
Weinbaum still hasn’t received her unemployment benefits, which she is counting on to help pay her
monthly rent of $1,100.
“I am very anxious, I need the money,” she said. “It’s very frustrating.”
Employee discussions of layoffs on Zhao’s website have jumped 47% among information technology
firms and 64% in finance, he said. Such discussions have nearly doubled among workers in health
care. That’s no longer surprising: Many doctors’ offices and other health providers have cut back on
nonessential procedures, and some are cutting staff.
Some state unemployment agencies, swamped by applications, are still working through backlogs,
suggesting that the claims figures will likely remain high in the coming weeks.
Connecticut’s labor department said this week that it had processed roughly half the nearly 350,000
applications for jobless benefits it had received in the past month. That’s usually the amount it
typically receives in two years.
In most states, self-employed, freelance and gig workers aren’t yet able to file applications for
unemployment aid under new rules enacted by the federal government’s $2.2 trillion economic
relief package. That legislation extended eligibility for aid to those categories of workers for the first
time. But most states have to establish new systems to handle their jobless claims.
That’s become a problem for people like Celia Rocha, 44, who lost what she called her “dream job”
as a studio assistant to an artist in Los Angeles after California ordered all non-essential businesses
to close last month. Rocha, who had worked as a contractor for three years, said she applied for
benefits but was inexplicably turned down. When she has called the state’s phone line to ask
questions, she has received only a recording directing her to the website.
“It’s really frustrating that you can’t talk to someone and have your questions answered,” Rocha
said. “There’s no information about when we can apply for this” on the state’s website.
On Wednesday, California said it was intending to have a website for the self-employed and
contractors active by Monday.
By Christopher Rugaber
 


Wednesday, April 15, 2020
 
TV and Radio
KSNB: A new approach is required to defeat COVID-19, Senator Halloran says
WNAX: Protecting Meat Plant Workers
NTV: National Guard starts preparing UNK dorms for quarantine
NET: Restaurants To Sell Groceries; Ricketts Reacts To Trump Claim Of Authority
NCN: Nebraska Restaurants Could Sell Retail From Food, Paper Product Supply Chain
10/11: Nebraska Crossing plans 'soft re-opening' next weekend
NET: Report: Nebraska Corrections Not Providing Adequate Mental Health Services
KETV: 'We're not holding back': Nebraska Public Health Lab says supply can't meet demand for
COVID-19 testing
 
Governor
OWH: Grassroots group pulls the plug on ballot initiative seeking 35% reduction in property taxes
AP: Nebraska property tax activists suspend ballot campaign
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OWH: Grassroots group pulls the plug on ballot initiative seeking 35% reduction in
property taxes
 
LINCOLN — The group behind an initiative petition seeking to cut property taxes by 35% called it
quits Monday, citing an inability to collect signatures during the coronavirus outbreak.
A key player with the TRUE Nebraskans group, State Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, said Tuesday that
he didn’t have the “intestinal fortitude” to ask volunteers to risk getting the virus to obtain
signatures from voters who will be reluctant to be approached.
“People aren’t going to respond to someone knocking on their door or stopping them on the street,”
Erdman said.
But officials with other initiative petition drives, including those to legalize medical cannabis and
casino gambling, still held out hope of meeting a July 2 deadline to submit enough signatures to
qualify for the November ballot. All have suspended collection efforts for the time being.
“Not all hope is lost yet, but there’s a lot of uncertainty,” said State Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln,
one of the co-sponsors of Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana.
Initiative petition groups need to gather more than 120,000 signatures of registered voters by July 2
to qualify their proposals for the Nov. 10 general election ballot.
At least one state, Michigan, is allowing “e-signatures” to be gathered on line for a petition drive
there. But a spokeswoman with the Nebraska Secretary of State’s Office said Tuesday that Nebraska
law doesn’t allow that, nor would it allow an extension of the signature deadline.
In the case of the property tax effort, some observers had expressed doubts that TRUE Nebraskans
could reach that goal, given that it hadn’t hired professional petition circulators to gather signatures.
Erdman said he didn’t know how many signatures the group had collected but said that the
organization had to cancel 75 signature-collecting events when social distancing measures went into
effect a month ago. The group initially suspended operations temporarily on March 19. But
President Donald Trump’s decision to extend federal guidelines for an additional 30 days “essentially
shut down our state,” the group wrote in a post on the TRUE Nebraskans website.
“With public gatherings and even personal contact limited, there is no reasonable expectation that
we can finish the task, without needless risk to the health and safety of our circulator network and to
Nebraskans, in general,” said the post.
The future of a petition drive aimed at creating an independent redistricting commission, which
wasn’t launched until last month, also appears in jeopardy.
Former State Sen. DiAnna Schimek of Lincoln said the group had not yet begun collecting signatures
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when the pandemic hit. Supporters, she said, were not ready to give up but were looking at their
options.
Leaders of three other petition drives expressed confidence that they can still make the ballot if
signature collecting can resume by June.
Lance Morgan of Ho-Chunk Inc. and Keep the Money in Nebraska said the group needs “a couple of
solid weeks” to gather sufficient signatures for its package of proposals, which would allow casino
games at Thoroughbred racetracks.
That drive, which began last year, is in good shape, Morgan said.
Wishart, of Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana, said the group is “pretty confident” about qualifying
for the ballot, as long as the group has a month to gather signatures before the July deadline.
She said the group has been preparing for a “socially distant” type of signature gathering, such as
providing signers with their own pens, outfitting circulators with gloves, masks, hand sanitizers and,
possibly, a plastic barrier.
Aubrey Mancuso of Nebraskans for Responsible Lending also said things were looking good for
hitting the signature target on a petition to regulate payday lenders.
“We’re not worried at this point,” she said.
The TRUE (“Tax Relief Unites Everyone”) Nebraskans drive was launched 11 months ago after the
Nebraska Legislature failed to pass a bill to provide substantial property tax relief.
The group’s initiative, if it had been adopted, would have given all property owners a state income
tax credit equal to 35% of their annual property tax bill. Backers had included Hal Daub, a former
Omaha mayor and congressman, as well as at least six state senators, who maintained that the
initiative would have forced the Legislature to do something about the state’s traditionally high
property taxes.
Others, including Gov. Pete Ricketts, had condemned the “35% Solution,” saying would have caused
a crisis in funding of state universities, K-12 schools and other state priorities.
By Paul Hammel and Martha Stoddard
 


AP: Nebraska property tax activists suspend ballot campaign
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Activists who pushed for a statewide ballot measure to lower property taxes
in Nebraska have suspended their campaign due to the coronavirus, organizers said Monday.
The group TRUE Nebraskans posted the announcement on its website. Organizers said the state’s
social-distancing restrictions have made it too difficult to collect enough signatures by the July 2
submission deadline.
The group pulled its circulators off the streets on March 19. If they had gathered enough signatures,
their proposal would have appeared on the November general election ballot.
The proposal would have given a state-funded rebate to Nebraska taxpayers equal to 35% of the
taxable value of their property. Some prominent conservatives backed the proposal, but critics,
including Gov. Pete Ricketts, argued that it would lead to major cuts to services or tax increases
elsewhere.
“With public gatherings and even personal contact limited, there is no reasonable expectation that
we can finish the task without needless risk to the health and safety of our circulator network and to
Nebraskans in general,” the group said in a statement on its website.
Two other ballot campaigns to legalize casino gambling and medical marijuana have said they’re
confident they’ll have enough signatures to qualify for the November ballot.
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WJAG: Thousands of Madison County voters requesting mail-in ballots
 
MADISON - It’s been strongly encouraged by Secretary of State Bob Evnen and Governor Pete
Ricketts for registered voters to request a mail-in ballot for this year’s primary election.
During the Madison County Board of Commissioners meeting Tuesday County Clerk Anne Pruss said
there are over 20,000 registered voters in the county and over 5,000 of them have requested mail-in
ballots.
"We've been able to process those applications within a 24 hour period and then put back in the
mail. People should see that turnover pretty quickly."
This is Pruss’ first election and she said it’s been a big learning curve, but courthouse employees and
department heads have helped to make it go easier.
She said they now have a ballot box set up outside the courthouse for people to put their mail-in
ballot application in if they don’t want to mail them.
The last day to request a mail-in ballot is May 1st. The Primary Election is May 12th.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


LJS: White named juvenile court judge
 
Elise White was appointed Tuesday by Gov. Pete Ricketts to become a Lancaster County juvenile
court judge.
White, 38, founded White Law Office and is an alternate chairperson for the Lancaster County
Mental Health Board. Before that, she was a law clerk at Cada, Froscheiser, Cada & Hoffman law
firm.
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln graduate is a member of three bar associations — Lincoln Bar
Association, Nebraska Bar Association and the American Bar Association — and is also a past
president of the Nebraska Lawyers Trust Account Foundation.
She has been active as a member of Rotary and St. Paul United Methodist Church, served on the
board for the Northeast Family Center and worked with the Cooper YMCA and the Lancaster County
Child Advocacy Center.
She will replace Judge Toni Thorson, who retired.
 


OWH: Ricketts vows to 'do what's best' for Nebraska in making decisions on relaxing
restrictions
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts promised Tuesday to “do what’s best” for Nebraska in relaxing social
distancing restrictions, regardless of what President Donald Trump may say.
But, at his daily briefing, the Republican governor sought to emphasize the collaboration between
his administration and the federal government on responses to the coronavirus epidemic. He said
they have worked together throughout the outbreak.
“There are people out there who are trying to drive a wedge between the president, governors,
public health officials,” Ricketts said. “Let’s not get caught up in that Washington, D.C.-type gotcha
politics.
“Let’s focus on the task at hand, which is managing the pandemic we have here in the state. That’s
what my team and I are focused on.”







Trump asserted Monday that he is the ultimate decision-maker for determining how and when to lift
restrictions aimed at slowing the spread of the coronavirus.
His assertion drew immediate pushback from some governors, including New York’s Andrew Cuomo,
a Democrat, who cited the 10th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and states’ rights. Several GOP
lawmakers also criticized Trump’s claim.
Trump then called out the Democratic governors in a Tuesday tweet, saying that “Mutiny on the
Bounty” was his one of his favorite movies and that “a good old fashioned mutiny every now and
then is an invigorating thing to watch, especially when the mutineers need so much from the
Captain. Too easy!”
Ricketts steered clear of any criticism of the president, saying his only focus is on keeping
coronavirus patients from overwhelming the health care system in Nebraska. He said he expects to
reopen the state gradually and does not have any specific plans yet.
On Friday, the governor announced a push for Nebraskans to stay home through the end of April,
except for essential errands. He called for people to avoid social gatherings.
In other topics:
State relief fund
Ricketts took no position on a letter sent to congressional leaders by the Platte Institute and similar
think tanks in 15 other states.
The letter called for Congress to give states more flexibility in using the $150 billion coronavirus
relief fund authorized in federal legislation last month. Nebraska could get $1.25 billion, but the
money currently is limited to use in responding to the coronavirus, such as purchasing protective
equipment and ventilators.
The Platte Institute letter asked for states to be allowed to use the money to offset tax revenue
losses or to provide one-time tax relief that could help revive the economy.
Ricketts said those are questions for Congress to address. He said Nebraska can manage revenue
losses within its current state budget.
U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer joined 15 other senators last week in raising another concern about the funds.
In a letter, they urged the administration to make more of the money available to local
governments. Currently, only entities with 500,000 population can get a share of the relief funds. In
Nebraska, the only one to qualify would be Douglas County.
State Sen. John Stinner of Gering, the Appropriations Committee chairman, said more flexibility with
the relief money would be very helpful. He said he believes that state and local governments could
show how much of their revenue losses were caused by the coronavirus, which would address
concerns that some states had budget problems before the outbreak began.
Guard on campus
Troops from the Nebraska National Guard will soon be visible on the University of Nebraska
campuses in Omaha, Lincoln and Kearney.
Ricketts said they will be preparing dorm rooms for use by first responders, health care workers and
others who need a place to quarantine or convalesce because they can’t do that at their own homes.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Ricketts says he'll 'do what's best for Nebraska,' even if Trump reopens economy
early
 
Gov. Pete Ricketts said he remains focused on keeping Nebraskans safe and preventing the state’s







health care system from being overrun because of the coronavirus rather than the politics of when
to reopen the economy.
At an afternoon news briefing Tuesday, Ricketts said Nebraska will continue to work collaboratively
with federal and local governments to determine when and how the state will lift restrictions meant
to slow the spread of COVID-19.
“There are people out there who are trying to drive a wedge between the president, governors,
public health officials,” he said. “Let’s not get caught up in that Washington, D.C.-type ‘gotcha’
politics.”
Ricketts’ statements come a day after President Donald Trump announced, both on Twitter and
during a daily White House news briefing, that it was his sole decision when pandemic restrictions
would be relaxed and the economy would be allowed to reopen.
The president’s comments inflamed Democrat governors on both coasts, as well as several
Republicans in Congress who pointed to the 10th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which says
powers not delegated to the federal government are reserved to the states.
On Tuesday, Trump announced he was "authorizing" governors to conduct "a very powerful
reopening of their state at a time and manner" appropriate for their state — an authority they
already have.
Ricketts has routinely urged Nebraskans to stay home, work from home whenever possible, avoid
social gatherings and shop once a week as part of a campaign to blunt the spread of the coronavirus
through April 30.
He has not issued a shelter-at-home mandate as nearly all other states have done, however, saying
such a measure was not part of Nebraska’s plan to respond to the global pandemic. Instead, Ricketts
has relied on a series of directed health measures, including statewide restrictions similar in nature
to rules in other states.  
The governor, a Trump ally who has appeared at several White House events, including most
recently a black-tie event in February, didn’t criticize the president’s statements as other state and
congressional leaders did Monday and Tuesday.
“We work collaboratively with our federal officials,” Ricketts said. “We do that with local
governments as well.”
Nebraska plans to ease its restrictions over time in consultation with government leaders, public
health experts and others, Ricketts said. There are no specifics on when that might take place, he
added.
Should Trump or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention drop the 10-person rule, Ricketts
said state officials "will continue to do what's right for Nebraska."
“Right now, we want people to really focus on our ‘Stay Home, Stay Healthy, Stay Connected’ for the
next 2½ weeks here as we approach the end of April,” he said.
In other news:
More options for restaurants
Restaurants in Nebraska will now be able to sell food and other supplies not labeled for retail sale
after the U.S. Food and Drug Administration temporarily waived regulations preventing them from
doing so.
That means restaurants can sell their stock of bulk foods they purchase from distributors and local
farmers, said Steve Wellman, director of the state Department of Agriculture, without needing
nutrition labels to be included.
Zoe Olson, executive director of the Nebraska Restaurant Association, said Nebraskans can now buy







food products such as cereal, eggs, butter, milk, bread, and fresh produce from restaurants, as well
as other household items such as paper towels or toilet paper.
Customers are asked to call ahead before purchasing any items, however.
The move could help several restaurants survive the COVID-19 pandemic, and keep employees on
the payroll, Olson said.
Managing central Nebraska cases
Despite an exponential increase in new virus cases in Hall and Adams counties over the last week,
Ricketts said the health care systems in Grand Island and Hastings have not been overwhelmed.
“Part of our plan was always to be able to move patients around and take a statewide approach to
our health care system,” he said, “so that we could leverage where we have capacity in one part of
the state if we were coming up against capacity in another part of the state.”
CHI St. Francis in Grand Island, part of the CHI Health system with hospitals in Lincoln and Omaha,
was able to obtain more ventilators as the need went up last week.
Hall County reported 235 cases by Tuesday evening, and Adams County edged ahead of Lancaster
County with 62, according to the Department of Health and Human Services.
Statewide, 901 confirmed cases have been reported.
Dorms, campuses being prepared
The Nebraska National Guard is setting up checkpoints and preparing residence halls at the
University of Nebraska’s campuses in Lincoln, Omaha and Kearney to house individuals who need a
place to quarantine if they have been exposed to the coronavirus.
Dorm rooms are also being readied for health care workers and first responders who need a place to
stay while they work on the front lines of the pandemic, Ricketts said.
“You may see National Guard troops in their uniforms walking around getting prepared,” he said.
“They’ll be taking the temperature of anybody who enters those buildings, they’ll be helping our
guests out with regards to any basic needs our guests have and then, if they need medical help,
they’ll be connecting them to a medical health professional.”
By Chris Dunker
 


Iowa Starting Line: Nebraska and Iowa Work Closely Together In Pandemic Response
 
As the coronavirus moves through the country and statewide shutdowns continue into another
week, many states are talking about when and how to reopen their societies and economies. Many
governors are collaborating on their responses, with Nebraska and Iowa emerging as a close team in
the Midwest. That partnership may have implications for how the federal government is viewing
responses for the two states.
Other neighboring states around the country have formed joint pacts to determine when they ease
restrictions together. When asked at her press conference today which states Gov. Kim Reynolds
might want to be a part of for such a collaboration, she ticked off several Western Plains states.
“We’ve had conversations with the North Dakota governor, South Dakota governor, we’ve talked to
the Wyoming governor, I’ve talked to Pete Ricketts, Gov. Ricketts, we talk probably at least once a
week if not more,” Reynolds said. She also mentioned Missouri, and noted Illinois at the end of her
comments.
“It just makes a lot of sense to look at it from a regional perspective,” she said.
Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Utah and Arkansas are the seven states
without statewide stay-at-home orders for their populations (a few have regional orders). All have







Republican governors.
Instead of stay-at-home orders, most of these governors have only issued recommendations for
people to stay at home.
Reynolds seems to be working closest with Nebraska’s governor, Pete Ricketts, who has talked
already about opening up the state, despite an expansion in cases outside of the more densely
populated areas of Omaha and Lincoln.
Hall County, which is in the south-central area of the state and encompasses the city of Grand
Island, has reported 197 cases — a per capita rate six times the statewide average. Grand Island is
also home to a meatpacking plant that serves as the city’s biggest employer and has seen rising
numbers of cases.
The outbreak at the JBS plant in Grand Island occurred relatively early on in the virus’ spread
through the state, on April 3. Lessons learned from that outbreak may not have caught on in
Nebraska’s neighboring states, as both South Dakota and Iowa are grappling with widespread
outbreaks of their own at food processing centers.
According to the Grand Island Independent, cases are also popping up in smaller meat packing plants
in smaller towns like Hastings and Fremont. Today, the Omaha World-Herald reported an outdoor
outlet mall between Lincoln and Omaha announced a “soft” re-opening date of April 24.
Yet both Iowa and Nebraska are seeing a steady rise in cases.
Testing in both states is limited, so it’s likely the number of cases is higher than reported. In Iowa,
tests have largely been reserved for people in hospitals, adults older than 60 who have symptoms
and a chronic medical condition, anyone with symptoms who lives in a congregate setting — like
long-term care facility or prison — and people who work on the frontlines of the disease with
possible patients.
Last Friday, Donald Trump downplayed the need for widespread testing, specifically using Iowa and
Nebraska both as examples because of their smaller populations and low population density.
“If we go to Iowa, if we go to Nebraska … you don’t need testing there,” Trump said. “You don’t have
to test every person in the state of Iowa, for example … to be able to say let’s open up.”
Iowa and Nebraska are also in talks together with other parts of the federal government. Last week,
Reynolds and Ricketts both had a call with Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, who said he approved of the states’ measures despite calling for
governors to issue strict stay-at-home instructions.
“If you look at what’s going on in this country, I just don’t understand why we’re not doing that,”
Fauci said the day before. “We really should be.”
After the call, Reynolds and Ricketts both Tweeted about Fauci’s comments, and Fauci later that day
said as much at one of Trump’s press conferences.
Had a productive and positive phone call w/ Dr. Fauci and @GovRicketts today... Dr. Fauci was 100%
supportive, saying that IA and NE are “on the same page” with guidance he’s providing other states.
.@IAGovernor and I just wrapped a call with Dr. Fauci. We briefed him on our #COVID19 social
distancing rules. He supports our plans and says our states are “on the same page” with the
direction he’s giving.
At the moment, Reynolds is holding off calls to ease restrictions in Iowa. In her press conference,
Reynolds said she and her team don’t have any dates in mind, but are looking at data to determine
when re-opening the state is safe.
“I’m not going to make any projections right now,” she said. “We’re hoping we can start that process
in May but I’ll have to see where we’re at at the end of the month.”
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She added that, though she may be talking with other governors, at the end of the day it’s an
individual decision.
“I can tell you while we’ll look at it from a regional perspective and we’ll talk about, collectively, the
metrics that we’re using each individual governor is going to look at their own state’s metrics,” she
said. “While we can take a look at maybe finding some agreement in what those metrics may look
like, every governor is going to have to take a look at what’s happening in their state and make those
decisions based on what they’re seeing.”
By Nikoel Hytrek
 


OWH: Douglas County man among 4 new statewide COVID-19 deaths; G.I. area reports
40 new cases
 
Four more deaths related to the coronavirus were reported in Nebraska on Tuesday, bringing the
total who have died to 22.
Total cases in the state reached 901 on Tuesday, driven by a sharp increase in the Grand Island area,
according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
Two of the deaths were reported in Gage County, one in Douglas County and one in Custer County.
The two Gage County deaths stemmed from a previously reported outbreak at an assisted living
facility, according to Public Health Solutions. A woman in her 80s died Thursday. A man in his 70s
with multiple underlying health conditions died Tuesday.
In all, three residents of the same facility have now died of complications of COVID-19. A woman in
her 90s died on March 31.
Public Health Solutions also announced Tuesday that a female employee of Gold Crest Retirement
Center in Adams, Nebraska, has tested positive. The woman, in her 20s, is self-isolating. Gage County
has more than two dozen confirmed cases of COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus.
The Custer County case involved a man in his 80s with underlying health conditions.
The Douglas County death involved a man in his 60s with underlying health issues, according to the
Douglas County Health Department. The county now has seven confirmed deaths tied to the virus.
Statistics released Tuesday reinforce how rapidly the disease is spreading in the Grand Island area.
Reported cases in that area grew by 40 on Tuesday to a total of 251, according the Central District
Health Department, which serves Hall, Merrick and Hamilton Counties.
That total includes 235 cases in Hall County, where Grand Island is, 13 cases in Hamilton County and
three in Merrick County.
Local public health officials say they don’t have the resources they need to get ahead of the virus.
“We continue to be challenged with not having enough tests,” the Central District Public Health
Department said in a statement posted Monday afternoon on Facebook. “We are doing our best to
test those who are high priority.”
Health officials say they understand people are anxious about the virus and the inability to get
tested. Local officials are working with the state to get additional testing.
Despite the sharp increase in case numbers in the Grand Island area, Gov. Pete Ricketts said the
state’s plan for slowing the spread of the virus has been effective.
“I would say the plan is working because we have not overwhelmed the health care system in Grand
Island,” he said.
Four patients, including one transplant patient, were moved from Grand Island to hospitals in
Lincoln and Omaha this week.
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Additionally, Ricketts said the National Guard would return to Grand Island to help with testing. The
team was in Hastings on Tuesday.
As central Nebraska’s numbers rise, that part of the state is threatening to eclipse the much more
populated Douglas County, where Omaha is located. The tri-county area around Grand Island has a
population of 78,400, compared to 571,000 people in Douglas County.
Douglas County saw its reported cases rise by 10 on Tuesday, to a total of 255.
Of the new Douglas County cases, five are men and five are women. They range in age from 27 to 64
years old. Six had contact with a known case, two were community-acquired and two remain under
investigation. None of the new cases have required hospitalization.
The Douglas County Health Center reported Tuesday that it has seven new COVID-19 cases. They
involve five residents and two employees.
Since March 29, the Health Center has had a total of 32 confirmed cases — 20 long-term care
residents and 12 employees. Two of the residents have died. Nine of the residents are isolated in
their rooms at the Health Center and are in stable condition. The other nine are hospitalized.
Erin Nelson, administrator of Douglas County Health Center, said she continues to be optimistic the
virus is contained to two areas of the Health Center.
Also on Tuesday, Lancaster County, where Lincoln is located, reported one case, bringing the
county’s total to 57. The latest case is a man in his 30s who is self-isolating.
He is believed to have contracted the virus through community spread. That’s been the case with
the vast majority, 50, of confirmed COVID-19 illnesses in Lancaster County, according to local
officials. Lancaster County has had one death.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


Scottsbluff SH: National Guard testing confirms one positive test in Scotts Bluff County
 
Testing from the Nebraska National Guard over the weekend resulted in the announcement of only
one new case in the Panhandle.
Region 22 Emergency Manager Tim Newman updated the media and others that 99 people had
been tested over two days of testing in Scotts Bluff County last week. Out of those tests, one person,
a teenager who worked at a health or longterm care facility, had been found to have tested positive
for the coronavirus. Scotts Bluff County Public Health Director said the teen had some mild
symptoms prior to the test.
The teen is in isolation and close contacts have been identified and are being quarantined. Some
contacts associated with the case have been tested.
The case is an example of the reasons health care workers and first responders were tested — to
identify those persons who might be positive and prevent additional spread of the virus, she said.
The National Guard’s goal had also been to take a snapshot of those persons working in health care
and public safety, all essential workers needed every day.
“You are wanting to reach those people who might be around those people who are getting sick or
long-term care and identify those people early.”
In Kimball County, only one person out of the 46 people tested on Thursday, April 9, tested positive
for the coronavirus. That person had been a previously identified case and had been tested to see if
the person had yet recovered.
To date, 28 people throughout the Panhandle Public Health District have tested positive for the
coronavirus. Positive cases have been reported in Scotts Bluff County, Kimball County, Cheyenne







County and Box Butte County.
Ten people have recovered out of those 28 cases.
“We want to celebrate all those as they recover,” Schnell said. “That is a great thing to show you ...
People recover and they move on. We have good results starting to show. People are getting better
and moving on with life.”
As of presstime, 901 positive cases had been reported in the state. Twenty deaths have been
reported.
Kim Engel, director of PPHD, reinforced the message of Gov. Pete Ricketts, “Stay Home. Stay
Healthy. Stay Connected.” campaign.
“We are all aware that these have been highly unusual times,” Engel said. “...We have to remember
this is not going to be the rest of our lives. It really is going to get back to normal and hopefully,
sooner than later.
“He just really wanted us to try hard during this time,” Engel said of the 21-day campaign.
Ricketts has put into place directed health measures that are in effect. Directed health measures
that limit restaurants to take-out or delivery options are in place through May 11. An additional
directed health measure that resulted in the closure of salons and similar businesses is in place
through April 30. Directed health measures that close schools and stopped sporting activities is in
place until May 31.
PPHD has clarified information on drive-by parades. According to a directed health measure that was
issued on Friday, April 9, gatherings, including parades, were disallowed. However. Ricketts noted on
Tuesday that parades that involve people driving and staying in their cars are allowed. The intent of
the measures is to avoid gatherings of people, Engel said.
“The leaders of the community are trying to keep people safe and be responsible,” Engel said of
leaders planning events and trying to be cautious.
Information on the directed health measures, including the full language of the measures in place,
are available on the governor’s website. PPHD has also put together resources on COVID-19,
including exposure sites, business resources and more, on its website, www.pphd.org.
By Maunette Loeks
 


OWH: Owner of Nebraska Crossing Outlets plans to reopen mall this month amid
pandemic
 
Nebraska Crossing Outlets will reopen to the public before the projected peak of coronavirus cases
in Nebraska, the outdoor mall’s owner and developer said Tuesday.
Rod Yates said Nebraska Crossing has an opportunity to be a leader in the retail community and
praised Gov. Pete Ricketts for “keeping the community on top of mind and working to get businesses
open again.”
“We’re looking at the great opportunity to set some best practices and help our retailers open their
portfolios across the country,” Yates said. “We are going to be the first shopping center that opens
in North America.”
The president of the Nebraska Hospital Association, which represents 93 hospitals, said Tuesday that
the action could “nullify our efforts to this point.”
“This move is in direct contradiction with public health guidelines and poses serious risks to the
health of all Nebraskans,” Laura Redoutey said in a statement. “Quite simply, it’s irresponsible for a
nonessential retailer to open its doors to the public in the middle of a pandemic.”
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The outlet mall plans to have a “soft opening” on April 24 — only 15 days into Ricketts’ plea from
earlier this month for Nebraskans to stay home for 21 days, a time period that would end April 30.
Officials have said the state isn’t expected to reach the peak of COVID-19 cases and deaths until the
end of April.
A “formal grand opening” would be in May, potentially as early as May 1, according to
correspondence sent Friday to the more than 80 retail stores and restaurants in the mall, which sits
along Interstate 80 near Gretna.
But Nebraska Crossing initially had decided on an earlier date for the soft grand opening —
discussing the matter with Ricketts Thursday night.
“We have kept in close communication with the governor, and based on these conversations, we are
taking steps to soft-open stores beginning the 18th of April,” according to an update sent to general
managers Friday.
“Our governor, Pete Ricketts, has done a phenomenal job trying to create a safe community
environment and ultimately setting goals to get businesses back to work,” an official letter said. “We
have had weekly calls with the governor personally.”
When asked Tuesday about the outlet mall’s plans to open April 18, Yates said the soft opening date
had been pushed to April 24. He provided The World-Herald with an updated letter sent to retailers
on Tuesday that deleted the line about weekly calls with Ricketts.
At his daily coronavirus press conference, Ricketts on Tuesday said Nebraska Crossing leaders
reached out to him to tell him of their plans.
“I did not ask them to open, but I said if you do, just follow the guidelines,” he said. “If companies
are looking to be able to get prepared for some point down the road when those restrictions are
loosened, that’s OK, but anybody who’s operating still needs to continue to follow all the
guidelines.”
Ricketts referenced his “Six Rules to Keep Nebraska Healthy” decree and asked people to follow that
until April 30. The rules advise staying at home, “no nonessential errands” and to “shop alone and
only shop once a week,” among other things.
He declined to say whether the stores at Nebraska Crossing were essential or nonessential and
didn’t acknowledge the disconnect between his rules and the outlet mall’s plans.
“We don’t make that distinction here in our state. That’s not something we’ve done,” he said.
“We’re asking people to make that distinction as they look at their own needs.”
Yates said the soft opening date was pushed back a week because of retailer feedback. He said those
companies wanted to open their stores at Nebraska Crossing as a “case study” to figure out how the
rest of their stores can safely reopen.
Yates also said Nebraska Crossing was an attractive pick for a test case because of the variety of
businesses at the shopping center. He also said Nebraska has fewer coronavirus cases than other
states and is one of few states not under a government stay-at-home order — meaning employees
still could go to work.
Nebraska Crossing never officially closed because of the pandemic, but nearly all the stores closed to
customers because their corporate officials closed stores throughout the United States. Uniform
Destination is one of the only stores that stayed open to the public, but it has a limit of three people
in the store at one time.
Some stores still were open and providing curbside pickup for online orders, said Johanna Boston,
the chief strategy officer for Nebraska Crossing.
For the soft and grand openings, stores are not required to open, Boston said, and the date could be







pushed back depending on additional virus cases.
“If tomorrow our numbers jump and we have a conversation with the governor, it could change,”
she said. “But right now, we’re doing what we’ve been asked to do, which is to start getting people
back to work in the safest environment we can create.”
Two general managers at Nebraska Crossing stores told The World-Herald that they’re worried
about the pressure on corporate offices to reopen the stores and the risk of coronavirus exposure to
employees and customers.
“There’s been absolutely no regard to Nebraska Crossing employees. None of us signed up to be
guinea pigs,” one manager said. The World-Herald is not naming the managers because they feared
retribution for speaking out. “We all have family. I’m not willing to bring that to my family. I’m not
willing to be a test subject for you guys, and neither are my employees.”
Even a May opening seemed too soon.
“We haven’t even hit our peak in Nebraska yet,” the manager said. “That’s ridiculous. I understand
it’s going to be a long time, but there has to be a protocol set in place that needs to be tested before
we open to the public.”
The other general manager was concerned about out-of-state visitors that the outlet mall usually
attracts, which could lead to additional exposure from elsewhere.
Ricketts said that’s a problem the state faces, and he has asked people who come here from out of
state to self-quarantine for 14 days.
“I gotta tell you, I just don’t think you’re going to see a lot of traveling this time when everybody
knows we’re supposed to stay at home,” Ricketts said.
Yates said officials are taking several precautions for the scheduled opening.
The mall has purchased 100 “infrared non-contact instant-read thermometers” — one for each store
— that employees will use to check their temperature upon arrival for their first shift. Store
managers can decide whether to offer the thermometer to customers before they enter the store,
Yates said.
They also have bought 200 shield guards that will be installed at registers between customers and
employees.
Officials also are encouraging customers and employees to wear masks and gloves and will
recommend that shoppers shouldn’t walk around in groups. Also, the janitorial staff is using misting
disinfectant to clean all bathrooms, storefront entrances, kiosks and common areas, and will add
additional wipe stations in common areas.
“Anything we do is going to be very controlled,” Yates said. “We’re not going to do any mass events
that attract hundreds of people. We’re going to slowly ease ourselves into the process of getting
ourselves open.”
Sarah Schram, the health director of the Sarpy/Cass Health Department, said she was unaware of
Nebraska Crossing’s plan to reopen until she saw news media reports about it. She said the wording
of the state health directive does not include retail stores in the definition of gatherings. Therefore,
she said, retail stores in Sarpy and Cass Counties do not have to adhere to the 10-person limit, but
people would have to stay 6 feet away from one another.
“We’re really encouraging people to limit those public interactions if you are out and about,” she
said, adding that people should continue to wash their hands, keep a 6-foot distance, avoid
gathering and stay home. “Those are the small steps that everyone can do to really help limit the
spread in our community.”
Chief Deputy Sarpy County Sheriff Greg London said his office won’t station a deputy at the mall but







would respond to calls of people breaking the directed health measure, if that occurs.
Boston said people will need to decide if they are comfortable going to the outlet mall to shop.
“Some people are going to say, ‘Great’ and other people are going to say, ‘You’re crazy,’ ” she said.
“The bottom line is, everybody has to use their best judgment.”
By Alia Conley
 


LJS: Gretna outlet mall to reopen next week
 
Nebraska Crossing Outlets has decided it's been closed long enough.
The mall in Gretna announced Tuesday that it plans to reopen April 24 after being closed for about
four weeks because of the coronavirus pandemic.
"We are looking for leadership and developing best practices for landlords and retailers to work
together to bring physical shopping centers back online and creating safe conditions for our
customers and employees," owner Rod Yates said in an email. "Nebraska Crossing will be a case
study and we are in a leadership position to make this happen."
Yates termed the April 24 date a "soft opening," with a more formal grand opening set for sometime
in May.
Gov. Pete Ricketts' statewide directed health measure requires schools and a number of businesses
to close through the end of May, but malls aren't one of them. Though a number of malls have
chosen to close, others have remained open, including SouthPointe Pavilions in Lincoln.
At his daily news conference Tuesday, Ricketts pointed out that his order did not close malls nor did
it designate businesses as essential or nonessential.
Any malls or stores that did close did so on a voluntary basis, he said.
Ricketts did point out that, however, the temporary rule limiting public gatherings to 10 people or
less does apply to malls.
"Anybody who opens up or is open has to follow that rule," he said.
Nebraska Crossing Outlets never officially closed, but it was effectively shut down because nearly all
of its stores were closed.
It's not clear how many of the mall's stores will reopen April 24. Many national retailers have shut
down their stores indefinitely, including a number of tenants at the mall. Yates did not say how many
stores will be open.
"The stores asked us to kick off the process of getting open, and we are getting great feedback
subject to getting a large percentage (of stores) open," he said.
A letter to tenants that Yates provided to media laid out a number of protective steps the mall plans
to take, including purchasing 100 infrared thermometers for stores to use on employees and, if they
wish, customers; installing plastic shields at checkout counters; and encouraging customers and
employees to wear masks.
By Matt Olberding
 


AP: Nebraska mall plans to reopen despite climbing virus cases
 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — An upscale outlet mall near Omaha plans to reopen later this month even as
the number of coronavirus cases and deaths continue to grow and even though a statewide order
prohibits gatherings of more than 10 people.
The owner of the Nebraska Crossing Outlets says their experience will be a case study of best







practices for other malls, though it is not immediately clear how many stores will reopen when the
mall does and how the facility will comply with state-ordered social distancing protocols.
“We’re looking at the great opportunity to set some best practices and help our retailers open their
portfolios across the country,” owner Rod Yates said to the Omaha World-Herald. Yates didn’t
immediately respond Tuesday to a message from The Associated Press.
Retail analyst Jon Reily said he doesn’t think the mall will be successful with its reopening plans
because consumers will likely be reluctant to shop there.
“People are very cautious,” said Reily, who is senior vice president of global commerce strategy at
Isobar. “I don’t know if old patterns of going to the mall to buy nonessential items are really going to
stick.”
Nebraska is one of the few states that still allows malls to be open even though many businesses are
closed because the state prohibits gatherings of more than 10 people and limits restaurants and bars
to take out and delivery services.
The outlet sits next to a heavily traveled stretch of Interstate 80 about halfway between Omaha and
Lincoln. Douglas, Sarpy and Lancaster counties, which include Omaha and Lincoln and their suburbs,
had seen a total of 349 cases as of Tuesday morning. That’s about 40% of the statewide total of 871
cases of COVID-19 and 18 deaths linked to the disease.
The mall plans to reopen April 24, which would be roughly the same time state officials expect the
number of Nebraska coronavirus cases to peak.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said Tuesday the stores are free to reopen as long as they follow the state’s social-
distancing guidelines.
“We didn’t ask them to close, and we didn’t ask them to open,” he said at his weekday coronavirus
news conference.
Ricketts, a Republican, has encouraged residents to shop alone and limit their excursions to one trip
per week, but he hasn’t ordered any formal restrictions. He said he discussed the matter with the
shopping center’s managers, and told them that if they chose to open, they needed to follow the
state rules.
Mall officials say they have purchased 100 thermometers for each store to use to check employees
at the start of each day, and they plan to install 200 plastic shields at registers to separate customers
and employees. Officials plan to encourage employees and customers to wear masks and gloves and
avoid walking around in groups at the outdoor mall.
“Anything we do is going to be very controlled,” Yates said. “We’re not going to do any mass events
that attract hundreds of people. We’re going to slowly ease ourselves into the process of getting
ourselves open.”
It could be difficult for stores to maintain social distancing if crowds of shoppers returned, but Craig
Johnson, president of consumer consultancy Customer Growth Partners, said he doesn’t think the
mall is likely to have that problem.
“My guess is they will be happy and delighted if a store gets crowded enough where people have to
worry about their six-foot radius,” Johnson said. “I just don’t think they’re going to get a big crowd.”
By Josh Funk
 


KLKN: Gretna outlet mall to reopen April 24
 
The owner of a Gretna outlet mall says the mall plans to reopen April 24, despite concerns about the
spread of COVID-19.







Governor Pete Ricketts says Nebraska Crossing can reopen if it wants to, so long as it follows state
health orders.
Ricketts said the state hasn’t ordered any shopping centers to close and that those that have closed
did so voluntarily. What Nebraska has done is issue limits on crowd sizes, which Ricketts said the
mall would have to abide by if it does reopen.
When asked about concerns regarding people from out of state visiting the mall, Ricketts says he
doesn’t think many people will be traveling in general.
Owner Rod Yates sent the following statement to Channel 8 Eyewitness News:
” Retailers are looking for leadership and developing best practices for landlords and retailers to
work together to bring physical shopping centers back online and creating safe conditions for our
customers and employees. Nebraska Crossing will be in a leadership position to make this happen.
Our global retailers have asked us to take on this role and be the first shopping center back open in
the U.S. We will walk before we run here and obviously if you have any underlying health issues we
will encourage shoppers and/or employees to not participate in the center’s soft reopening.
Communication and new best practices are key. Median age of our workers is 35.”
If it did reopen, the mall would be one of the first of its kind to do so in the nation.
A day before it was set to reopen after suspending hours at most stores, Gateway Mall said on its
website it will continue to stay closed through April 30. Some of the mall’s exterior restaurants have
decided to stay open and are able to provide food for takeout, curbside pick-up and/or delivery
depending on the restaurant’s operations.
By Brent BonFleur
 


NY Post: Nebraska mall plans to reopen despite rise in coronavirus cases
 
A Nebraska outlet mall plans to reopen as the number of coronavirus cases continues to rise in the
state.
The Nebraska Crossing Outlets, located about halfway between Lincoln and Omaha, announced that
it aims to reopen on April 24 — when health officials predict cases to peak in the state.
Outlet owner Rod Yates said the mall would hold a “soft opening” and could serve as a test site for
how businesses can best go about reopening during the pandemic.
“We’re looking at the great opportunity to set some best practices and help our retailers open their
portfolios across the country,” Yates told the Omaha World-Herald.
Nebraska is among a select few states that still allow malls to remain open even if most businesses
are closed because of the restrictions on gatherings.
The state had documented more than 890 coronavirus cases as of Tuesday night, alongside 20
related deaths, after recording its first patient back on March 6.
Gov. Pete Ricketts, a Republican, has urged residents to only shop once a week and to do so alone,
though he hasn’t issued any formal restrictions beyond the state’s gathering limit.
Ricketts said the mall and other stores are free to open as long as they follow the social-distancing
order.
“We didn’t ask them to close, and we didn’t ask them to open,” he said at a coronavirus news
briefing.
“If companies are looking to be able to get prepared for some point down the road when those
restrictions are loosened, that’s OK, but anybody who’s operating still needs to continue to follow all
the guidelines.”
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Local health experts sounded the alarm that the opening could undo any positive containment that
has come from people staying home.
But representatives from the mall said they’re taking precautions. The mall has purchased 100
thermometers for each store to use to check employees at the start of each day. They also will install
200 plastic shields at registers to separate shoppers and workers.
Both shoppers and employees will be encouraged to wear masks and gloves.
“Anything we do is going to be very controlled,” Yates said. “We’re not going to do any mass events
that attract hundreds of people. We’re going to slowly ease ourselves into the process of getting
ourselves open.”
The open-air mall features stores from Coach, Nike, Kate Spade and others.
Mall officials already pushed back its soft opening once, from a planned April 18 date, and could do
so again if cases spike, according to Johanna Boston, the chief strategy officer for Nebraska Crossing.
“If tomorrow our numbers jump and we have a conversation with the governor, it could change,”
she told the World-Herald.
“But right now, we’re doing what we’ve been asked to do, which is to start getting people back to
work in the safest environment we can create.”
By Vincent Barone
 


OWH: Soon you could pick up some groceries — maybe even some toilet paper! — with
your takeout
 
LINCOLN — You may soon be able to order a side of toilet paper with that Big Mac and fries.
On Tuesday, Gov. Pete Ricketts announced a relaxing of rules that will allow restaurants in Nebraska
to sell grocery products like milk, bread, cereal and eggs, as well as paper towels and toilet paper,
directly to consumers.
Zoe Olson of the Nebraska Restaurant Association said the change will give struggling restaurants a
“new revenue stream” to stay open and keep employees from being laid off. It also offers another
outlet for consumers to buy products that are in short supply, she said.
“We are pleased that this temporary retail service has been allowed,” Olson said.
She said that a projected 6% of all restaurants will close permanently because of the pandemic. So
any way to increase sales is welcome, Olson said.
She said the change could really make a difference in rural communities that may have a local tavern
but no local grocery store.
Tuesday was Takeout Tuesday, as declared by Ricketts, and the governor said he’s been trying to
help eateries stay open by buying takeout lunches at downtown Lincoln restaurants.
By Paul Hammel
 


AP: Nebraska to let restaurants sell bread, milk, toilet paper
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraskans who order takeout during the coronavirus pandemic may soon be
able to get a side of bread, milk and toilet paper from their local restaurant, Gov. Pete Ricketts
announced Tuesday.
Ricketts said he is relaxing state rules that govern what local eateries can sell to give them more
flexibility as they struggle with sharp declines in business. The move would allow restaurants to sell
food and other goods not labeled for retail sale, including eggs, butter, cereal, produce and







disinfectants.
The Nebraska Restaurant Association predicts that 6% of the state’s restaurants will close
permanently because of the pandemic. Temporarily loosening the regulations could help some
survive, said Zoe Olson, the group’s executive director.
Olson said restaurants could help fill the gaps left by grocery stores that have sold out of high-
demand staples, particularly in rural areas. She said restaurants will likely advertise what they have
available on their social media pages.
“This is another revenue stream, another way to get our staff back to work,” she said.
Ricketts said the change is designed to preserve jobs and help meet the public’s demand for
products that have become scarce. Restaurants use different supply chains than grocery stores and
tend to buy more products in bulk.
“This will help cut some of that red tape,” he said.
The change was possible because the U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently relaxed its
regulations on bulk-food purchases, said Steve Wellman, director of the Nebraska Department of
Agriculture.
The announcement coincided with “Takeout Tuesday,” an earlier declaration by Ricketts to
encourage residents to order from restaurants during the pandemic. Ricketts has ordered all of the
state’s restaurants and bars to close their dining areas for the next few weeks and only offer takeout
and delivery services. The rules are designed to discourage large public gatherings and prevent the
coronavirus from spreading and overwhelming Nebraska’s hospitals.
Nebraska had 901 confirmed cases and 20 deaths as of Tuesday evening, according to new data
provided by the state Department of Health and Human Services. More than 10,800 people have
tested negative. The number of new cases was sharply lower on Tuesday, at 34. The number was 64
on Monday and 100 on Sunday.
Another COVID-19 death has been reported in Nebraska, bringing the state’s total to 18, state health
officials said.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported late Monday that the state’s 18th
virus-caused death was that of a man in his 90s with underlying health conditions living in
Washington County. The state stood at 871 confirmed coronavirus cases Tuesday morning, while
nearly 10,500 people have tested negative, according to the department’s tracking data.
For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough
that clear up in two to three weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia, and death.
Ricketts’ current plan will see schools closed and businesses and social gatherings limited until at
least April 30.
By Grant Schulte and Margery A. Beck
 


OWH: Grace: What's happening behind closed doors? Domestic violence calls spike on
Easter
 
It’s the silence that has Amy Richardson worried.
Hotline calls to the Women’s Center for Advancement, the main resource for domestic violence
services in Omaha, are way down over the past six weeks from the same period last year. So are the
number of protection orders and hospital visits arranged by the agency.
The Shelter, which Catholic Charities runs for victims of abuse, is down to two families. It has a







capacity of eight. Methodist Health System’s emergency response for victims of sexual assault and
domestic violence also has seen its numbers fall off.
All of this is occurring more than a month into the coronavirus shutdown — a time when victims’
advocates, police leaders and public officials are warning about a spike in domestic violence. People
cooped up at home, the stresses of the pandemic itself, the economic toll from record job loss and
the lack of outlets like jobs, gyms and parks: All are predicted to be contributors to escalating
domestic tensions.
The fact that the agencies’ official numbers show a drop belies what advocates believe is happening
behind closed doors.
“It gives us goosebumps,” said Richardson, president and CEO of the midtown-based Women’s
Center. “You know it’s not stopping.”
Richardson believes victims of domestic violence feel more trapped than ever. Their abusers are
most likely around more, have more control over victims’ phones or devices and are limiting their
ability to call for help. The shutdown might lead victims to believe that help is not available when it
still is.
Police data on domestic violence calls are mixed.
Lincoln police reported a 20% drop in domestic disturbance calls and a 10% drop in domestic abuse
calls in the past six weeks compared to the five-year average.
The Douglas County Sheriff’s Office reported that its domestic violence call load doubled in March,
from 35 last year to 78 this year.
Omaha police reported little change in domestic violence calls for the month of March, when the
first local cases of community spread were reported and when restaurants, schools and many
businesses were closed to halt the spread of the highly contagious virus.
Omaha police responded to 1,060 domestic violence calls last month, compared to 1,059 in March
2019. Yet, figures for April show that the number of calls ticked up, by an average of five of day, from
38 per day in the first two weeks of April last year to almost 43 this year.
Some days saw big jumps. On Easter, Omaha police responded to 53 domestic violence calls, up
from 40 on April 12, 2019.
Police Capt. Anna Colón, who oversees the department’s special investigations section that includes
domestic violence, said she believes that early in the pandemic response, people were hunkered
down, “really afraid of the virus” and that may have led to fewer calls. She said victims might have
been afraid to go to the hospital, too.
Now, she said, calls are ticking up along with household tensions and worries about finances, health
and the lack of an end date to the pandemic.
She urged victims to arrange a backup system for help — such as using code words or putting
distress signs in windows to signal neighbors to call. She also said the public should be aware of the
heightened risk for victims and to call 911 if they see or hear anything amiss.
She said that the pandemic does not change the police responsibility and that officers will make
arrests if they think it’s justified.
“Just because we have a pandemic going on, we’re not going to forsake the law,” Colón said. “I don’t
foresee not taking people to jail.”
Catholic Charities says it has plenty of room in its shelter, but victims might not realize it’s still open.
The nonprofit saw a 300% jump in families seeking food from North and South Omaha pantries it
runs, indicating the need is growing. Its domestic violence hotline is staffed 24/7.
“We are open, and services are running,” said Theresa Swoboda, vice president of program services.
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The Methodist Health System’s sexual assault nurse examiner program reports that its numbers are
down from last year. In March 2019, the program saw 34 patients, eight of whom had injuries from
intimate partner abuse. This March, the total was 19 patients, four with intimate partner abuse
injuries.
Methodist offers the specialized assistance at its two Omaha hospitals: Methodist at 83rd and Dodge
Streets and Methodist Women’s, near 190th Street and West Dodge Road.
“We’re here and ready,” said Jen Tran, team leader in forensic nursing. “We still maintain the same
level of care.”
That’s the message Richardson of the Women’s Center wants to deliver loud and clear. Yes, the
agency based at 3801 Harney St. might be closed to foot traffic. But people remain ready to help.
The main office phone goes to trained staffers during business hours, and the hotline is answered
24/7.
“We’re trying to get the word out,” Richardson said. “It’s a really dangerous situation.”
The WCA hotline calls are down by one-third this year for the period of March 1 through April 9
compared to the same time in 2019. Last year, the WCA hotline logged 1,050 calls during that almost
six-week period. This year, the WCA has received 698 calls.
Last year, the WCA helped 84 victims get protection orders between March 1 and April 9. This year
during that period, the number was 33.
Victims’ stories paint a dire picture and show the complications of dealing with domestic abuse
during the pandemic. Without naming clients, the WCA offered up three examples.
The first involves a woman whose underlying health conditions put her at higher risk of
complications from coronavirus exposure. She needs a protection order but can’t risk leaving her
house to be exposed to the virus in order to have the protection order notarized, as is required. The
Women’s Center is working to get its notaries eligible for online notarization, which is allowed under
a recent executive order issued by Gov. Pete Ricketts.
The second woman was able to call for help only after her abuser was hospitalized. That gave her a
chance to get a protection order and make a safety plan.
A third woman fled from her abuser, becoming homeless in the process. She tested positive for
COVID-19. Her diagnosis meant that she needed a place to stay where she wouldn’t put others at
risk, so the Women’s Center had to find alternate housing.
Richardson said the actual number of domestic violence cases is not known, but she’s banking on
this: There are probably more cases than have been reported
“It’s definitely a dangerous time,” she said, “and we better be prepared.”
By Erin Grace
 


NTV: Who has the power to 're-open' the country?
 
The question for some is still who has the power to "re-open" the country.
President Donald Trump said on Monday he has "total authority" to decide when the country re-
opens for business.
He said he will decide when businesses across the country open, and people return to work.
On Tuesday, NTV asked Governor Pete Ricketts about the president's remarks.
The governor said he'll always do what's best for Nebraska, and that he has worked with the federal
government throughout the pandemic.
NTV also reached out to Nebraska's congressional representatives to get their take.







Representative Adrian Smith telling NTV News, “I appreciate the President’s tireless leadership
during this unprecedented time in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. I’m sure the President
appreciates the role that states play in this and I hope no level of government oversteps their
bounds.”
We also reached out to Senators Fischer and Sasse, but so far, we haven't heard back.
 


LJS: COVID-19 claims two more residents of Adams assisted-living center
 
Two more residents of an Adams assisted-living center struggling with the spread of the coronavirus
have died, the regional health department that serves Gage County said Tuesday.
A woman in her 80s died Thursday after being transferred to Lincoln, and a man in his 70s with
underlying health conditions died Tuesday at Gold Crest Retirement Center, Public Health Solutions
Director Kim Showalter said.
Their cases follow the March 31 death of a woman in her 90s from the same assisted-living center,
about 30 miles south of Lincoln.
Also Tuesday, Showalter reported a woman in her 20s who works at Gold Crest was confirmed to
have the virus, bringing the total number of cases connected to residents and employees to 24.
The staffer, one of six employees now confirmed to have the virus, was isolating at home and being
monitored by the department.
Of the 22 coronavirus-linked deaths reported in the state, at least eight were residents of group
homes, including two in Douglas County, two in Hall County and one in Washington County.
Darrell Dibben, a 90-year-old former Dana College professor who died Sunday, had been a resident
of a Blair assisted-living facility, Carter Place, which was temporarily closed after 19 coronavirus
cases were linked to its residents and staff by the end of March.
Residents were moved to a number of neighboring health care facilities and hospitals. While empty,
a complete deep cleaning of the facility was to be done.
Carter Place has not reopened.
Dibben, a Korean War veteran, had a 30-year tenure at Dana College, where he taught
communications, language arts and education classes, according to an obituary in the Washington
County Pilot-Tribune and Enterprise.
Dibben also helped start the Dana College radio station KDCV-FM, and was manager and adviser of
the station until his retirement in 1995.
Also Tuesday, Douglas County reported the death of a man in his 60s with underlying health
conditions. In all, COVID-19 has claimed the lives of seven Douglas County residents.
And in Custer County, officials reported a man in his 80s with underlying health conditions had died.
By Peter Salter
 


GII: Latest total: 251 COVID-19 cases in three-county area
 
The number of lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases in the three-county area continues to increase, going
from 211 cases Monday to 251 on Tuesday.
Central District Health Department says the total consists of 235 cases in Hall County, 13 in Hamilton
County and three in Merrick County.
In a news release, Central District Health said, “We continue to be challenged with not having
enough tests,” and have asked the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services “to work







with us in obtaining additional testing. We are doing our best to test those who are high-priority at
this time.”
“There are persons who are frustrated with not being able to get tested,” the release says. “It is
natural to feel stress, anxiety, grief, and worry during and after this event. Everyone reacts
differently, and your own feelings will change over time. Notice and accept how you feel. Taking care
of your emotional health during the pandemic will help you think clearly and react to the needs to
protect yourself and your family. Self-care during COVID-19 will help your long-term healing.”
Because of the continued spread of COVID-19, Central District Health is not open to the public.
“We will answer phones and emails as we are able. We ask your patience as we process more than
1,000 calls per day,” the news release says.
Direct any calls to CDHD at (308) 385-5175 or use the DHHS COVID-19 Information line. That number
is (402) 552-6645.
 


NET: As Grand Island Cases Increase, Health Officials Expand Capacity And Patient
Transfer Options
 
Grand Island is preparing for a surge in COVID-19 hospitalizations. As case numbers escalate, local
health officials have responded by expanding hospital capacity and bolstering plans to transfer
patients out of town for care if needed.


St. Francis Hospital in Grand Island can currently provide breathing support to 27 COVID-19 patients.
Around 13 of those ventilators are currently in use.
Concerns around the city's potential need for more hospital beds and respiratory equipment have
fueled efforts to bolster local healthcare capacity: as of Tuesday afternoon, Grand Island’s case
count is 184, with 214 total cases in Hall County. That number will likely increase in the coming days.
Hospital president Ed Holleran said the CHI Health Network, which owns St. Francis, has been
successful in increasing the number of patients it can serve locally.
“As it comes to emergency preparedness, healthcare does this regularly," he said. "We are always
conducting disaster drills, training exercises, always trying to predict what's next, what could be out
there.” 
St. Francis Hospital recently reopened its seventh floor, which houses extra beds; that's increased
total capacity to 150 patients, up from around 100 during a typical flu season. At least 20 of them
are occupied with confirmed COVID patients, while more unconfirmed patients are also being cared
for.
Holleran said similar tactics can be used to expand the hospital's number of ventilators. Most CHI
facilities have cancelled or aggressively downscaled all non-essential procedures, which has opened
up some ventilators for temporary redistribution.
"We reached out to our division through our own incident command structure that we have...
[saying] I'd like to increase my inventory on-site of ventilators by three," he said. "And within less
than 24 hours, I had three ventilators from the Nebraska Heart Hospital sent out to Grand Island to
put in my inventory." 
And if Grand Island were to hit full capacity, St. Francis staffs its own ambulances for transferring
possible overflow patients.
Providers statewide have also agreed to accept cases outside their own networks in an attempt to
accommodate surges. Governor Pete Ricketts said that plan has already been implemented in some
cases; an outbreak at the Carter House longterm care facility in Blair forced residents to relocate to







nearby facilities for monitoring.
"Part of our plan was always to be able to move patients around, to take a statewide approach to
our healthcare system," Gov. Ricketts said. "So we can leverage where we had capacity in one part of
our state if we were coming up on our capacity in another part. And that's what we've done in Grand
Island."
While the exact trajectory of COVID-19 in Grand Island remains to be seen, four patients have
already been transferred from St. Francis Hospital to other centers in Omaha and Lincoln.
By Christina Stella
 


NET: UNMC Expert: Some Social Distancing Can Be Relaxed After Peak
 
Dr. Mark Rupp is a professor and chief of infectious diseases at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center. He says life will be somewhat unusual for some time.
"I agree that most of the models look like they’ll be peaking in Nebraska sometime toward the end
of April or maybe even the first week of May," Rupp said. "But after that, we’re going to continue to
see cases of COVID-19. It isn’t miraculously just going to disappear until we have widespread
immunity within the population either because of infection or because we develop a vaccine."
Rupp says in the period between the peak of the pandemic and the development of a vaccine, some
social distancing measures can be relaxed. However, communities will still have to be careful.
Public health officials will be on the lookout for cases and small outbreaks, and Rupp hopes they will
be more prepared with the capability to test new cases quickly and test a person’s close contacts.
That period of time will also mark a return to the in depth contact investigations of COVID-19 cases,
and contacts will be asked to quarantine.
Rupp believes with those measures, society can return to a new normal, but when it takes place will
depend on the case curve.
The timeline could also vary in different areas, but Rupp doesn’t think communities need to wait for
zero cases of COVID-19, but could instead look for a downward trend in cases before they start to
relax restrictions.
By Allison Mollenkamp
 


AP: US backs contentious meat-plant changes with supply at risk
 
As American meat producers are forced to shutter and slow output at plants amid coronavirus
outbreaks, the U.S. government is giving companies a green light to run some facilities at higher
speeds — something experts and labor advocates have long said is dangerous for workers.
In April, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection Service allowed five poultry
plants — two owned by Tyson Foods Inc., and three by Wayne Farms LLC — to run their slaughter
lines at higher speeds. The agency also gave approval to Foster Farms in March.
“This decision is endangering blue collar essential workers at a time when we need to think about
protecting them and their communities,” said Debbie Berkowitz, director of the Worker Safety and
Health program at the National Employment Law Project.
The coronavirus pandemic is now spreading from urban cities into rural areas where much of
America’s food production takes place.
Just in the past week or so, hundreds of poultry, beef and pork workers have tested positive for the
virus, leading the likes of Cargill Inc. and Smithfield Foods Inc. to shutter plants. Cargill operates 







plants in Schuyler and Nebraska City, while Smithfield employs 2,200 at a plant in Crete. Neither
company has reported a positive case of the virus in Nebraska.
Lincoln Premium Poultry, which remains open and employs 1,100 workers at its Fremont plant,
reported its first positive case of the virus on Monday.
Nationally, two people employed at a Tyson Foods plant in Georgia died from complications due to
the virus, according to union officials.
Slaughterhouse Shutdowns Raise Concern for Farmers and Consumers
The outbreak is highlighting the often dangerous role that workers play to provide the world with
plentiful, affordable food.
“We’re working hard to protect our team members during this challenging and ever-changing
situation, while continuing to fulfill our critical role of helping feed people across the country,” said
Morgan Watchous, a spokesperson for Tyson. “We are addressing line speed on a case-by-case
basis. At this point, we haven’t made any drastic increases, and in some cases, we’re slowing down
the line to allow for social distancing and safety of our team members.”
Frank Singleton, a spokesman for Wayne Farms, said “line speeds are controlled and reviewed by
USDA, so we follow their guidelines and recommendations, including on this waiver.”
Foster Farms didn’t immediately respond to requests for comment on line-speed changes.
Plants have to seek permission for the line-speed changes under a USDA program called the New
Poultry Inspection Service (NPIS). While waivers have been available since the program was started
in 2018, companies are drawing backlash by applying for them at a time when many employees are
already at risk of getting sick. The increased speeds could add further pressure on vulnerable
workers, critics say.
Poultry workers already suffer from high rates of on-the-job injuries, including carpal tunnel
syndrome and nerve damage due to the repetitive motions required to do their jobs, a 2015 report
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found. The concern, as the National
Employment Law Project has noted, is that faster line speeds will worsen these already dangerous
conditions.
“Allowing line speed waivers at a time when poultry workers are getting sick and dying around the
country,” partly because “the federal government, including the USDA, has failed to require any
protections for these essential workers, is so dangerous, to not only workers and their families, but
to the whole community,” said Berkowitz of the National Employment Law Project.
The NPIS program allows poultry plants to run their lines at a rate of 175 birds slaughtered per
minute. Standard line speeds run as fast as 140 birds per minute. The program also requires regular
pathogen testing and data sharing with the USDA.
The program has been controversial since long before the pandemic. While supported by industry, it
has been opposed by groups ranging from advocacy organizations like Food and Water Watch and
the Humane League, as well as unions and worker safety groups like NELP. Originally proposed under
the Obama administration, the line-speed change garnered so much opposition that it was not
enacted. The Trump administration’s USDA reversed that decision in 2018.
By Deena Shanker and Lydia Mulvany
 


LJS: Property tax relief petition drive abandoned
 
The petition drive to place a 35% property tax reduction proposal on the November general election
ballot was abandoned Tuesday, essentially closing the door on the possibility of moving toward







major property tax relief this year.
Supporters of the proposed constitutional amendment announced an end to their petition drive,
citing the difficulty and danger of trying to obtain signatures with the outbreak of the coronavirus.
"With public gatherings and even personal contact limited, there is no reasonable expectation that
we can finish the task without needless risk to the health and safety of our circulation network and
to Nebraskans in general," the group TRUE Nebraskans announced on its website.
The organization needed to acquire more than 120,000 valid signatures from registered voters by
July 2 to gain a slot on the November ballot.
That had always seemed to be a major, if not insurmountable, obstacle for a petition drive that did
not rely on costly professional assistance and management, but supporters had argued that they
could overcome those odds.
With the collapse of the petition drive, property tax relief remains in the hands of the Legislature,
but it has been forced into an indefinite recess by the pandemic, and when senators return to
Lincoln they will confront the prospect of sharply declining revenues that would appear to rule out
any substantial local property tax relief. 
"We've got to figure out some way to achieve significant property tax relief," Sen. Steve Erdman of
Bayard said as the petition drive dissolved.
"But the coronavirus has shut down the economy," he said, "and we're going to have a difficult time
when it opens up again."
Substantial property tax relief is difficult to achieve in the Legislature, Erdman said, when it takes at
least 33 votes to override a filibuster waged by opponents.
"Finding 33 votes is nearly impossible," he said. 
The proposed constitutional amendment would have provided a state income tax credit equal to
35% of local property taxes paid.
And that, in turn, would have triggered either state government budget cuts or sharp increases in
state sales or income taxes, or both. 
Last year, Erdman introduced a proposal (LR3CA) that would have allowed Nebraskans to vote on
the proposed 35% property tax reduction option which, he said, would have provided $1.3 billion in
property tax relief. 
Erdman's proposed constitutional amendment never gained traction in the Legislature.
By Don Walton
 


LJS: Abortion survey shows some Nebraska candidates would not make exception to
save mother's life
 
Right to Life survey of candidates for Nebraska offices shows that some state senators facing
reelection would not support abortion to save the life of a mother. 
While four senators said they were opposed to abortion for most reasons, five senators said they
would grant no exceptions for abortions. A number of state senators did not respond to the survey. 
The Right to Life survey question asked: Under what circumstances, if any, do you believe that
abortion should be legal? 
Five incumbent senators either answered no to the exception of preventing the mother's death, or
left the answer blank after saying they would permit abortion in no cases. 
Those senators were Julie Slama of Peru, Joni Albrecht of Thurston, Bruce Bostelman of Brainard,
Mike Hilgers of Lincoln and Steve Halloran of Hastings. 
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Hilgers and Halloran both left the box blank, but Halloran did so after answering that he favored no
circumstances that abortion should be legal. Hilgers commented on the survey: "Abortion is never
necessary to protect the life of the mother." 
Slama and Bostelman said their positions related to the principle of double effect.
"There is a clear moral difference between an abortionist directly killing a baby and a treatment that
permits her death as a side effect of a treatment of a mother where there is no other alternative,"
Slama said. 
Bostelman said there are "extremely unusual" instances in which a mother may receive treatment
that may lead to the demise of an unborn child. It’s a secondary consequence of life-saving
treatment, not a procedure aimed at killing a child, he said.
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops distinguishes between direct abortions and
terminations that happen incidental to a life-saving medical procedure or treatment of a condition
or disease of the mother.
National Right to Life's position grants an exception for medical emergency to save the life of the
mother. That exception is in the Nebraska fetal pain law, the abortion ban at more than 20 weeks
passed in 2010, and it is in this session's bill (LB814) that would ban in most cases dismemberment
of a live fetus during an abortion. 
"It's in all of our legislation," said Nebraska Right to Life Executive Director Julie Schmit-Albin. "We
don't posit legislation without a medical emergency exception, because we know we'd get
challenged immediately." 
The wording of those bills allow for abortion in medical emergencies in which reasonable medical
judgment says it would avert the death of the pregnant woman or substantial and irreversible
physical impairment of a major bodily function. 
Senators who say in these surveys they would not allow abortion in medical emergencies to save the
life of the mother are not standing on that principle when they have voted for these abortion bills
that have exceptions to save a mother's life, Schmit-Albin said. 
By JoAnne Young
 


OWH: NU system anticipates uncertainty, $50 million-plus shortfall from coronavirus
pandemic
 
The University of Nebraska system expects a $50 million shortfall this budget year because of the
coronavirus crisis, the university said Tuesday.
The effect of the crisis on salaries and the potential for program cuts won’t be known until state tax
receipts, enrollment projections and other budgetary factors are clear, NU said.
This budget year, which ends June 30, is only the beginning of the “economic pain” to be felt by the
NU system because of the coronavirus outbreak, according to a letter by NU leaders to students,
faculty and staffers.
The hardship will continue into the next budget year. “We would be naive not to think so,” said Chris
Kabourek, an NU vice president and the chief financial officer.
NU also has called for a hiring freeze, limiting travel and big purchases, and reviewing construction
projects to see if any can be delayed, the letter says.
“Each of these steps is designed to preserve as much cash as possible in the short term to help us
address the challenges ahead,” said the letter, signed by NU President Ted Carter and the campus
chancellors.







The shortfall of “at least $50 million” results from residence hall refunds, sports and event
cancellations, health care costs and other factors. Like most universities and colleges, the NU system
has sent most of its students home, to complete the semester online.
One bit of good news, the letter says, is that the federal economic stimulus act (the CARES Act) will
give some relief to students and campuses. The university awaits guidance from the federal
government on the use of the money.
The University of Nebraska system will receive about $31.6 million for its four campuses: Lincoln,
Omaha, Kearney and the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha. Half the money must go
to students to cover child care, health care and other hardships caused by the crisis.
A portion but not all of that money should help reduce the shortfall, Kabourek said. The money is
expected to arrive this month.
NU said it hopes to apply some of that money to student support, enrollment and retention efforts,
and other services.
“We know that we have asked a great deal of you as we have adjusted” to this crisis, the letter says.
NU said it’s also looking for ways to make the university system “more accessible for our 51,000
students and future generations” of students.
By Rick Ruggles
 


LJS: NU anticipates $50 million hit from economic fallout of coronavirus
 
University of Nebraska administrators are anticipating at least a $50 million hit to the system's
budget for the spring semester alone as part of the economic pain caused by the coronavirus
pandemic.
In a letter to students, faculty and staff Tuesday, NU President Ted Carter said unexpected costs and
revenue losses have created "significant budgetary challenges."
"While there are too many unknowns at this stage to fully quantify the impact, housing refunds,
athletic and event cancellations, frontline health care costs and other factors will result in a shortfall
of at least $50 million this fiscal year," Carter wrote.
"And as we prepare for next year's budget, which begins in just over two months, our revenues are
likely to take a significant hit even under the very best of circumstances," he added.
NU isn't alone and, in fact, may be in a better position than other Big Ten Conference institutions.
The University of Minnesota said COVID-19 could cause a $300 million budget shortfall; Rutgers
University is bracing for a $200 million hit; and the University of Wisconsin forecasts losing $170
million.
To get ahead of the coming financial troubles, Carter said NU would:
* Implement a hiring freeze, with exceptions only for "mission-critical" positions.
* Cut spending by 3% in the final quarter of the fiscal year at each of its four campuses in Lincoln,
Omaha and Kearney, as well as at the central administration office.
* Limit travel and major purchases to those that are "time-sensitive."
* Review capital construction projects to see if any can be delayed.
"Each of these steps is designed to preserve as much cash as possible in the short term to help us
address the challenges ahead," Carter said.
NU had about six months of cash on hand at the end of its last fiscal year, according to Chris
Kabourek, vice president for business and finance, an amount that put it behind similar-sized
institutions.
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Unlike many of those universities, however, Nebraska's state constitution forbids the university from
securing more liquidity through bonds or other lines of credit. NU can only bond for capital
construction.
Carter said in his letter that NU is watching state tax receipts and the ongoing budget process at the
state level before it decides to cut any programs or impose salary cuts as the university seeks to "be
a good partner" to state government.
If the fallout from the economic side to the pandemic continues when NU embarks on building a
new two-year budget later this year, Kabourek said: "Every option is on the table."
"Obviously, we'll try to minimize the impact to students and services as much as we can," he said.
"But I think it would be naive for any of us to think the university won't be significantly impacted by
these events."
The newest economic blow comes on the heels of a major belt-tightening across the university
system less than two years ago.
Throughout 2017 and 2018, NU and 10 "budget-response teams" worked to close a $46 million
budget gap caused by a loss in state appropriations and increased operational and staffing costs.
Closing the budget shortfall required an increase to tuition charged to students — 5.4% in the first
year and 3.2% in the second year — as well as a series of budget cuts across several non-academic
areas of the university system and leaving several openings unfilled.
At UNL, that meant eliminating a total of 31 positions, as well as relying on fees to fund other
campus efforts.
Amid news of a new round of cuts, Carter said there is some good news for the university's financial
position.
The federal stimulus package passed a few weeks ago to combat the economic fallout of the COVID-
19 pandemic will provide some relief to students and campuses, although it's unclear how.
The first tranche of a total $31.6 million in stimulus funds is designated for students in the form of
financial-aid grants to assist them with coronavirus-related expenses.
It's not clear what the second set of payments to universities can specifically be used for at this time.
NU is seeking further guidance from the U.S. Department of Education before the money arrives in
the next 2-3 weeks, he said.
Carter said the university is also planning "several affordability initiatives" that it hopes to announce
soon in an effort to make NU "even more accessible" to current and future students.
The president, who is nearing 100 days on the job, said it's his goal when the pandemic subsides for
NU to be "a university system that got it right" by putting students and employees first and adapting
to the "next normal" for higher education.
"Capturing those opportunities will depend on our resolve and unity now," Carter said.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: Bryan, CHI Health seeing most non-COVID-19 patients via telehealth
 
If you need to see a medical professional for something other than coronavirus these days, chances
are you'll be doing it from the comfort of your home.
Both CHI Health and Bryan Health have worked to steer large numbers of potential patients to
telehealth solutions.
CHI Health has recruited more than 450 doctors across its system in Nebraska and southwest Iowa
to see patients virtually via a secure version of Zoom that is compliant with medical privacy laws, and







it's hoping to get about 350 more signed up.
The Zoom service differs from CHI Health's traditional telemedicine platform, Virtual Care. That
service is more like going to an urgent care clinic: You sign up and see whatever doctor is available or
designated to work in telehealth at that time.
With this new effort, patients set up videoconferencing appointments with their own doctors.
"It's a way to still connect and hopefully have our patients feel comfortable," said Cindy Lambert, a
nurse practitioner with CHI Health Family Medicine in Lincoln.
Lambert offered several reasons why the system is beneficial, including providing routine care while
keeping healthy people away from clinics.
"Telehealth and virtual visits allow you to make your health a priority in these challenging times,” she
said.
Bryan also has been steering as many patients as possible toward telehealth services.
John Woodrich, CEO of Bryan Medical Center, said the health system has been growing its telehealth
network for years, but the pandemic has accelerated its use.
"It's a shame that something like this has to happen ... for people to see the value in this," he said.
Woodrich said a variety of specialties work with Bryan's telehealth network, giving patients access to
a wide variety of doctors.
Cardiology is one of the specialties that's seen a big increase in telemedicine.
Because of the pandemic, Bryan Heart has been doing all of its rural clinics virtually and only seeing
patients at its Lincoln clinic if it is absolutely necessary.
Dr. Matthew Johnson, an interventional cardiologist at Bryan Heart, said about 90% of patient visits
are now done virtually.
Both Bryan and CHI Health continue to see patients in the office when it's necessary, but both have
taken extra steps to keep healthy and sick patients separated.
At CHI Health, for example, chronically ill patients are encouraged to see their provider in the
morning, and those with acute illnesses are scheduled in the afternoon. Each group uses separate
entrances, waiting areas and exam rooms for visits.
Bob Ravenscroft, Bryan's vice president of advancement and chief development officer, said that
when he recently had an annual checkup, his doctor's office was doing temperature checks and
directing people to different entrances based on whether they had respiratory symptoms or not.
By Matt Olberding
 


AP: 2 largest US rivers top new listing of endangered waterways
 
O'FALLON, Mo. — The nation's two largest rivers top a new listing of the most endangered
waterways, according to a report released Tuesday.
The Washington, D.C.-based conservation organization American Rivers released its list of the 10
most endangered rivers in the United States. The Upper Mississippi River in Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Iowa, Illinois and Missouri was cited as the most endangered, followed by the lower Missouri River in
Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and Missouri.
American Rivers, in its annual listing, cited increasingly severe flooding driven by climate change on
both the Mississippi and Missouri rivers.
“Mixing poor river management with climate change has created a recipe for disaster,” Bob Irvin,
American Rivers’ president and CEO, said in a statement. “Lives, businesses and property are at risk.
It’s time for our leaders to prioritize solutions that protect rivers and strengthen communities."







The Mississippi River had major flooding last year and it is flooding again, though damage this spring
has been minimal. The river was 2-4 feet above flood stage Tuesday throughout much of Iowa,
Illinois and Missouri, and the National Weather Service has warned of a high risk of flooding through
May.
Extreme flooding has become more common along the Mississippi. For example, Hannibal, Missouri,
Mark Twain’s hometown, has seen seven of the 10 worst floods on record since 2000.
Meanwhile, parts of the lower Missouri River saw record and near-record flooding last spring,
damaging and destroying levees, shutting down major roadways and displacing hundreds of
residents. Water remained so persistently high that the Army Corps of Engineers has been unable to
repair several damaged levees.
American Rivers said communities of color and economically disadvantaged places are most likely to
suffer because wealthier towns are able to build higher levees that worsen flooding for those who
can’t.
The organization urged federal officials and leaders in Upper Mississippi River states to fund a Corps
of Engineers plan aimed at better management of the river and floodplains.
For the lower Missouri River, American Rivers promoted flood protection plans that “give the river
room," and urged the Corps of Engineers to prioritize flood risk reduction and habitat restoration.
Other waterways listed as among the 10 most endangered include the Big Sunflower River in
Mississippi at No. 3, followed by the Puyallup River in Washington state, the South Fork Salmon River
in Idaho, the Menominee River in Michigan and Wisconsin, Rapid Creek in South Dakota,
Okefenokee Swamp in Georgia and Florida, the Ocklawaha River in Florida, and the Lower
Youghiogheny River in Pennsylvania.
By Jim Salter
 


OWH Editorial: Voting by mail is soundest choice for May primary
 
Nebraskans will disagree on the candidates in the May 12 primary, but voters of all political stripes
can agree that it makes great sense this spring to vote by mail. In the face of the coronavirus threat,
filling out the ballot at home is safer than voting in person at polling places.
State and local elections officials are working hard to provide needed hygiene protections at polling
places for voters and poll workers, which is simply mandatory as long as in-person voting remains an
option. And Gov. Pete Ricketts insists that polls will be open on May 12.
But the surge in requests for mail-in ballots shows that many Nebraskans understand the value in
casting a mail-in ballot this time around. Ballot requests so far total about 200,000, Secretary of
State Robert Evnen says, which puts the state on pace for a high-turnout primary.
The word is encouraging in Douglas County, where more people have requested ballots this year
than have voted in any Omaha-area primary election on record.
Given the virus emergency, Evnen took the right step in mailing every registered voter in all 93
counties an application to request a mail-in ballot. The deadline is May 1 for returning the mail-in
application to the county election office.
Early voting ballots must be received by county election offices by 8 p.m. on Election Day, May 12, or
they won’t be counted.
The coronavirus has short-circuited countless aspects of our lives, but Nebraskans must not let it
stand in the way of making their voices heard at the ballot box. Don’t procrastinate. Arrange to get a
mail-in ballot, and be sure to send it in on time. Energetic voter participation this spring will push
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back against the virus, keeping our democracy strong and healthy.
 


OWH Editorial: Food Bank for the Heartland is a key force against hunger in the Midlands
 
The Food Bank for the Heartland has long been one of the most effective organizations battling
hunger in the Midlands. The nonprofit distributes food to some 600 partner organizations across
Nebraska and western Iowa. The Food Bank is struggling now to maintain its supplies due to the
virus-related surge in food demand. Financial contributions are its biggest need; info
at foodbankheartland.org.
 


OWH: Midlands Voices: Federal aid can help with local infrastructure needs
 
The writer is mayor of Ralston.
The latest federal efforts to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic are focusing on how to best help
states and municipalities. I would urge consideration for a path that could have a dramatic impact on
every community in the nation while driving economic growth and rebuilding our country’s
infrastructure.
If proposed stimulus legislation or other programs included help for municipalities financing or
refinancing bonds, we could substantially impact the fiscal condition of American communities while
stimulating the economy. It is a great solution for all municipalities.
Virtually every American city, town and village pays a portion of its budget to bonded indebtedness.
These bonds are how municipalities build streets, sewers, public facilities and other infrastructure.
The amount each municipality pays is impacted by the interest rate of the bonds. Lower interest
rates mean lower debt payments and more money for public safety, health services and libraries.
If the federal legislation or executive action included financing or refinancing municipal debt, it
would have a tremendous impact:
» Local dollars paying debt service could be shifted to pay for the critical city services that are now
under threat by COVID’s impact on local revenues.
» Lower interest rates would encourage cities to invest in infrastructure. Streets would be fixed.
Dangerous bridges would be repaired. Water and sewer lines would be upgraded.
» Infrastructure spending would have an immediate positive impact on the economy. Local
companies building streets would put people to work, creating jobs and putting money in the
pockets of people who really need it.
» Subsidizing local debt is an efficient means of distributing federal assistance. It would provide
valuable assistance to municipalities while allowing the federal government to recover revenues
from principal and interest repayments.
Distributing COVID relief funds to address bonded indebtedness would help big cities as well as small
communities. The City of Omaha is a great example. City leaders are planning to fund street
construction with a $200 million bond. If Omaha could borrow or refinance bonds at a lower rate,
they would create greater impact per dollar spent and put private-sector contractors to work
immediately.
Smaller municipalities many times face challenges more characteristic of large cities. An example is
the Ralston Arena. The arena’s financial model is based on its service to the much larger population
of the Omaha Metro. Ralston subsidizes any losses at the arena and pays the bonds that constructed
the arena. Since COVID-19’s impact on city government is primarily the loss of revenue at the arena,
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the proposed distribution of funds by population would address a financial challenge which could
ultimately threaten the provision of basic public services by Ralston’s city government.
Our city currently pays over $1.7 million annually in interest on our debt service. If Ralston could
refinance their bonds at a lower rate, the interest saved would last for years and supplement the
anticipated longer-term revenue reductions that COVID will likely cause. The savings would free up
dollars spent on debt that could supplement other shortfalls in city financing.
Ralston is not alone. These are thousands of municipalities across the country of fewer than 500,000
people. Some face the very same situation as Ralston with their public facilities. Others incur “big-
city” debt such as street rehabilitation because they are part of large metropolitan area. Others
struggle to finance water and sewer improvements.
These are unprecedented times. It is time for unprecedented actions. Addressing the “new normal”
that COVID will create requires a more innovative solution than simply giving municipal grants based
on population.
A stimulus package that would aid municipalities would not only solve the problem of critical
services threatened by falling local tax revenues. It also could potentially have a dramatic impact on
our economy and our nation’s crumbling infrastructure.
By Don Groesser
 


OWH: Concern over outlets reopening
 
On behalf of the 93 member hospitals we represent, I want to voice my concern over the recent
announcement that Nebraska Crossing Outlets will be reopening on April 24.
This move is in direct contradiction with public health guidelines and poses serious risks to the
health of all Nebraskans. Quite simply, it’s irresponsible for a non-essential retailer to open its doors
to the public in the middle of a pandemic.
For the past several weeks, we’ve seen evidence that by practicing social distancing, working from
home and making only necessary trips for food and fuel have helped us flatten the curve in our
state. These efforts need to continue until we see clear evidence that the risk of COVID-19 infections
have been significantly reduced and adequate testing is in place.
We need to protect our elderly citizens, people with compromised immune systems and our health
care workers who are on the front lines of this public health crisis. This is not the time to take actions
that could reverse the trend and nullify our efforts to this point.
Our scientists and health care professionals are working diligently to understand this disease, and we
need to follow their guidance to ensure the health and safety of all Nebraskans.
Laura J. Redoutey, Lincoln
President, Nebraska Hospital Association
 


LJS Editorial, 4/15: How we come out of this pandemic is the real challenge
 
Sometimes, when we think we see a light at the end of the tunnel, there's an inclination to ease up,
to breathe a sigh of relief. But you're still in a tunnel.
There may be isolated, hopeful signs the COVID-19 curve is starting to bend down in places in parts
of the country.
But Nebraska and most of the nation remain in the darkness of uncertainty as we battle the
coronavirus.







We've done well as a community and a country over the last four weeks.
We're being vigilant about social distancing and have avoided large gatherings enough to
dramatically decrease the number of people that were originally forecast to die in this pandemic.
We’re flattening the curve.
It would be a shame for all of it to go to waste because we jumped the gun in assuming -- hoping --
that everything is better when the truth is we don't -- and can't -- know for sure. 
Therein lies the challenge: Exterminating a highly contagious virus without completely killing our
economy. But how many intense, three-week hospital stays can our health care system -- and
private providers -- absorb? There are steep costs for acting too hastily and not hastily enough.
Last week's unemployment numbers show that 16.8 million Americans, including more than 67,000
in Nebraska, have lost their jobs in the last three weeks.
That's staggering. Every one of those lost jobs represents a life and family that has been impacted.
Without completely shutting down Nebraska, Gov. Pete Ricketts has put in place measures that kept
us home and safe by putting shackles on businesses -- big and small -- statewide. Undeniably pro-
business, Ricketts is promoting caution through his directives.
Our fidelity to them, our support of each other and support of local business are what will pull us
from this situation.
We just need to know when. When will we know it's safe to come out? When will people be able to
return to work? When can we take in a movie, a ballgame or grab a beer at the local tavern? And
when can we get haircuts again?
Those are tricky questions regarding things we used to take for granted. Someday soon, maybe this
ordeal will give us a new appreciation for those overlooked freedoms.
We're much wiser than we were weeks ago, but we still haven't contained the virus here or
anywhere. The data will tell us when we have. In the meantime, we can't act too rashly and risk
another outbreak.
When Nebraska and the nation reopen for business is as much about personal responsibility as it is
public policy. Let's all do our part, because we're still very much in a tunnel and very much in the
dark.
 


LJS Local View: A tale of two crises
 
Action vs. Inaction. Proactive vs. Reactive. Managing Risk vs. Managing a Crisis.
These concepts were central to my professional career as a drought management specialist and
climate scientist at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Promoting these concepts to improve drought management domestically and globally served as
motivation for creating the National Drought Mitigation Center in 1995.
Convincing scientists and policy makers in states, foreign governments and international
organizations of the intrinsic value of preparing for drought has always been the principal challenge.
Given that drought is a recurring feature of the climate in most countries, logic tell us that all
governments should be proactive and plan for the next drought. This approach replaces the
traditional strategy of managing a crisis, which is typically poorly coordinated, ineffective and
untimely.
A more proactive approach requires putting preparedness plans, actions and programs in place in
advance of drought that reduce the risks associated with drought and, therefore, its impacts. Having
a preparedness plan leads to improved coordination within and between levels of government and a







more effective and timely response.
When confronted with a crisis, the costs of inaction (lack of preparedness) are always far higher than
the costs of action (preparedness).
Perhaps, never before has the lack of preparedness for a crisis been more apparent than what we
are experiencing in 2020 in our attempt to respond domestically and globally to the COVID-19
pandemic.
The economic, social and environmental costs of this pandemic will be astronomical, and recovery
will be long and painful. Despite warnings by public health officials, infectious disease experts and
some politicians both domestically and globally, we failed to take these warnings seriously and
prepare for the inevitable — the next pandemic.
As President Obama stated in 2014 when requesting supplemental funding from Congress to deal
with the Ebola crisis, “There may and will likely come a time when we have an airborne disease that
is deadly. In order to deal with that effectively, we have to put in place an infrastructure, not just
here at home but globally, that allows us to see it quickly, isolate it quickly (and) respond to it
quickly. ... It’s about the safety and security of the American people.” Instead, we denied this threat
and were not prepared to respond quickly to this pandemic.
Of course, there are numerous parallels between the COVID-19 pandemic and the current and
looming climate crisis, which many continue to deny. For decades, scientists have warned about the
threat of climate change, but these warnings have been ignored. Moreover, experts warn that
pandemics like COVID-19 will become more frequent as changes in our climate become more
pronounced.
In addition, the threats associated with climate change are far greater than what we are now
experiencing with COVID-19. The climate crisis requires urgent action on the part of all nations. We
must act globally and stop ignoring the warnings of scientists — warnings that have become more
ominous in the past two years.
The economic, social and environmental costs of inaction will be staggering,  and those most
affected will again be the same people and nations that are the most vulnerable to COVID-19. As
Alden Meyer, director of strategy and policy for the Union of Concerned Scientists stated in
November 2019, "We are sleepwalking toward a climate catastrophe and need to wake up and take
urgent action” (New York Times, Nov. 26).
We must improve our preparation for the next crisis by taking action now, whether it is a pandemic
from an infectious disease or climate change. We can do better. We must do better. With climate
change, there will be no second chance — there is no planet B.
However, in order to do better, we must aggressively pursue appropriate actions by developing and
implementing policies, plans and infrastructure domestically and globally that facilitates adaptation
to the changes in climate we are experiencing. We must reduce greenhouse gas emissions to
mitigate as much future warming as possible.
A protestor at a recent rally carried a sign that said, "Every disaster movie begins with the
government ignoring a scientist." Although we are currently unable to go to a movie theater to
watch a movie, the message is clear.
To be ready for the next crisis, we must take action now. We must believe the scientists. Action leads
to hope for children, our grandchildren, planet and us.
Donald Wilhite is the founding director of the National Drought Mitigation Center and professor and
director emeritus for the School of Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He is also
a member of the Nebraska Elder Climate Legacy group.







 


LJS: Cost of inaction will be clear
 
Despite the cover that Dr. Anthony Fauci provided Gov. Pete Ricketts' woefully inadequate response
to the metastasizing coronavirus outbreak, the desperate reality of widespread mortality will
become clear over the coming weeks here in our justifiably proud state of Nebraska.
On average, deaths from coronavirus infection do not occur until four weeks subsequent to
infection, and because individuals can transmit the virus before they become symptomatic, all
evidence indicates that we have a nascent outbreak fueled by asymptomatic individuals taking place
in Lancaster County and across the state, the disastrous scope of which will far exceed the capacity
of our heroic health care providers to contain.
Governor Ricketts' delay in locking down the state will sadly have inestimable consequences over the
ensuing month, and all the justified criticism that will ensue will do nothing to ameliorate the
suffering of the individuals that will needlessly suffer as a result of the governor's callous
recklessness.
Neil Rutledge, Lincoln
 


Sioux City Journal: LETTER: 'What could possibly be the reason ...?'
 
Acommon sense approach concludes that if Governors Kim Reynolds, Kristi Noem and Pete Ricketts
would have put a stay-at-home order in place, the chances our police chief and other police
department staff members being infected could have decreased. With that great team effort of the
aforementioned trifecta, MercyOne, UnityPoint, SCPD and SCFD employees' chances of being
infected potentially increase.
What could possibly be the reason we would unnecessarily expose our first responders and first line
of defense to this illness? If it don't make dollars, it don't make sense. 
David Roberts, Sioux City
 


AP: States developing plans to ease lockdowns
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Setting the stage for a possible power struggle with President Donald Trump,
governors around the U.S. began sketching out plans Tuesday to reopen their economies in a slow
and methodical process designed to prevent the coronavirus from rebounding with tragic
consequences.
In Italy, Spain and other places around Europe where infections and deaths have begun stabilizing,
the process is already underway, with certain businesses and industries allowed to start back up in a
calibrated effort by politicians to balance public health against the nations' economic well-being.
Trump announced a halt of U.S. payments to the World Health Organization pending a review of its
warnings about the coronavirus and China. Trump, whose own response to the virus has been called
into question, criticized the WHO for not sounding the alarm sooner. He asserted that the virus
could have been contained at its source and lives could have been spared had the U.N. health
agency done a better job investigating reports coming out of China.
While the crisis is far from over in the U.S., with more than 25,000 dead and about 600,000
confirmed infections by Johns Hopkins University's count, the dire scenarios forecast just two weeks
ago have not come to pass, raising hopes from coast to coast.







California Gov. Gavin Newsom, who has joined a coalition with his counterparts in Oregon and
Washington on how to emerge from the crisis, outlined a set of conditions for lifting restrictions in
America's most populous state. Among other things, he said, hospitalizations must decline and more
testing must become available.
When the state does reopen, he warned, things will not look the same. Waiters will probably wear
masks and gloves, schools may stagger students' arrival times to reduce crowding, and large
gatherings such as sporting events and concerts are "not in the cards," the Democrat said.
A similar coalition has taken shape in the Northeast, encompassing Connecticut, Delaware,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island.
"The house is still on fire," New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy said. "We still have to put the fire out" but
also "make sure this doesn't reignite."
Politicians and public health authorities warned that easing restrictions in the U.S. and Europe must
be accompanied by widespread antibody testing to see who might be immune along with ramped-
up tracing of infected people's contacts. That could entail the use of smartphone technology.
While the president has issued national social-distancing guidelines advising people to stay home, it
has been governors and local leaders who have instituted the tough, mandatory restrictions, such as
lockdowns and the closing of schools and nonessential businesses.
The effects of such measures around the globe were made plain by the International Monetary
Fund, which projected that the world economy will suffer its worst year since the Great Depression
in the 1930s, shrinking by an estimated 3%.
Still, there were glimmers of hope, even in New York, where the death toll topped 10,800. Cuomo
reported 778 deaths over the previous 24 hours but said fatalities were leveling off, and
hospitalizations and the number of new patients put on ventilators were continuing to drop,
suggesting that social distancing is working.
At the same time, he warned against complacency: "We could lose all the progress we made in one
week if we do it wrong."
Other governors echoed that sentiment.
"We've got to make sure that we avoid a second wave at all costs," Michigan's Gretchen Whitmer
said. "We're going to make decisions based on science and having a real strategic phase-in of our
economy when it's appropriate and safe to do so."
Adding caution from the White House, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the government's top infectious-disease
expert, told the Associated Press that the U.S. still lacks the testing and tracing procedures needed
to begin reopening the economy.
"We have to have something in place that is efficient and that we can rely on," he said, "and we're
not there yet."
Any relaxation of social distancing would have to occur on a "rolling" basis, not all at once, he said,
reflecting the ways COVID-19 struck different areas at different times.
Fauci also said a vaccine might be possible by mid to late winter, a slightly more optimistic outlook
than his previous estimate of 12 to 18 months. "Please, let me say this caveat: That is assuming that
it's effective. See, that's the big 'if,'" he said. "It's got to be effective, and it's got to be safe."
Dr. Anne Schuchat, who oversees coronavirus response at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, said the CDC has been working with federal officials to develop a detailed reopening
plan, including determining what measures must be tracked and what conditions must be met. The
plans, which remain under review, include separate steps for schools, businesses and other entities,
Schuchat said.







In New York, Queens social worker Brandy Robinson said deaths would have to come down "for me
to feel safe to get back on the train or do anything."
"It's very hard to come out of the house at all," said Robinson, 34. "I just try to keep the faith and
hope that this will pass soon."
Some experts say states will need to train thousands of workers in contact tracing. Public health
agencies from Massachusetts to San Francisco have gone on a hiring binge.
In other developments, India extended the world's largest lockdown on its 1.3 billion people until
May 3, and police with batons charged hundreds of jobless migrant workers who crowded a Mumbai
railroad station to demand special trains to take them to their home villages.
In Britain, with a death toll put at more than 12,000, new data showed that the true number is
hundreds higher. And China faced a flare-up along its remote northern border with Russia.
In Italy — which has seen more than 21,000 deaths but on Tuesday reported the smallest number of
new infections in a month — bookstores, stationery stores and shops selling baby supplies were
allowed to open in many places. Forestry workers, needed to clear dead trees ahead of the summer
fire season, also went back.
In Spain, where more than 18,000 have died, workers returned to some factory and construction
jobs this week, while stores and offices remained closed. Hardware and gardening stores reopened
in Austria, but Chancellor Sebastian Kurz said he stands ready to "pull the emergency brake" if
there's a resurgence.
Worldwide, about 2 million confirmed infections have been reported and more than 120,000 people
have died, according to Johns Hopkins. The figures are believed to understate the true size of the
pandemic, because of limited testing, uneven counting of the dead and concealment by some
governments.
 


OWH: Iowa sees highest daily coronavirus count yet as outbreak spreads at Tyson pork
plant
 
Iowa officials reported 189 new coronavirus cases Tuesday, the highest daily count yet, and six
additional deaths.
Eighty-six of those new cases are tied to an outbreak at a Tyson Foods pork processing plant in
Columbus Junction, Iowa, near the Iowa-Illinois border. A total of 166 workers there have tested
positive so far, Gov. Kim Reynolds said, as Iowa health officials and plant managers try to test more
employees to contain the flare-up.
The plant temporarily suspended operations last week and will continue to stay closed until at least
next week, Reynolds said at a press briefing.
Iowa had 1,899 confirmed cases as of Tuesday, with 17,467 people testing negative, for a positive
rate of just under 10%. The state’s recovery rate so far is 42%, and 49 people have died.
Pottawattamie County has reported 14 coronavirus cases, including one death, an older woman
from Council Bluffs.
Workers at several Nebraska meat or food plants have tested positive, including at a JBS USA beef
plant and a McCain Foods frozen appetizer facility in Grand Island, a Western Reserve beef
processing facility in Hastings and a Costco chicken plant in Fremont.
The latest Iowa data suggests that some communities have been hit harder than others. While
Latinos and Hispanics make up only 6% of the population, they account for 16.4% of confirmed
cases. African Americans, who make up about 4% of the state’s population, account for 8.7% of
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Iowa’s cases.
The coronavirus crisis shows why it’s critical to support local journalism
Tyson last week temporarily suspended production at the plant after acknowledging that more than
two dozen of its 1,400 workers had the virus. The company said Monday that the temporary closure
would continue this week.
Reynolds said the state made more tests available to Tyson employees as part of a plan to
understand the scope of the outbreak and get the plant reopened. The governor praised Tyson’s
handling of the situation and said the company, not the state, would decide when it’s safe to resume
production.
“They have really been very proactive in making sure that when they stand the plant back up, they
are doing everything they can not just to protect the employees but to continue a really critical part
of our food supply chain,” Reynolds said.
Fueled by the Tyson outbreak, more than 1% of the 11,000 residents of rural Louisa County, the
highest percentage in the state, have tested positive for the coronavirus. But local officials said they
have the situation under control.
“Things are fine here in Columbus Junction,” Mayor Mark Huston said. “It would be nice to get the
economy going again because the streets are pretty quiet.”
Reynolds said state officials were assisting other companies with reported cases. The Iowa Premium
beef plant in Tama closed this week after several of its 850 employees tested positive.
The governor also confirmed that the number of long-term-care facilities with outbreaks has
doubled to six since last week.
By Erin Duffy
 


Tuesday, April 14, 2020
 
TV and Radio
KMTV: OPPD, Governor warn against utility scams
NET: Senators: Reopen Businesses To Help Economy And Promote "Herd Immunity"
KMTV: Nebraska state senators say cure is worse than the disease
Public News Service: Social Distancing Not an Option in Nebraska's Overcrowded Prisons
NTV: University of Nebraska system still waiting on more details of COVID-19 plan
NCN: Greeley care home workers now a month into self-quarantine
KETV: Disability groups concerned about who will get ventilators and treatment if shortages occur
NCN: Local food banks struggle to keep up with increasing demand during pandemic
NET: Nebraska To Get More Fed. Stimulus Money Per COVID-19 Case Than Most Other States
NCN: Virus spread in Grand Island could force hospitals to transfer patients
 
Governor
OWH: Ricketts dismisses calls from two Nebraska state senators to lift coronavirus restrictions
LJS: Two state senators urge an end to coronavirus restrictions; Ricketts said he'll stick with gradual
approach
AP: Ricketts rejects senators’ call to resume normal activities
AP: Gov. Ricketts expands some virus restrictions statewide
OWH: Hard-hit states blast distribution of first round of relief money that favored Nebraska, others
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CNN: 7 governors still haven't issued stay-at-home orders. Here's why.
Washington Times: Only 2% of total coronavirus cases are in states without stay-at-home orders
GII: UPDATE: Mayor says normal life won’t return in Grand Island for some time
KSNB: Central District Health says positive testing rate at 20-25% for the district
OWH: 'Our resources are being tested': Grand Island hospital's ICU is filling up fast
OWH: Nebraska State legislatures' COVID-19 bills: arranging emergency funds, declaring a March
Madness champ
OWH: 10 workers at Hastings meatpacking plant, 1 worker at Fremont chicken plant have COVID-19
LJS: Divided Lincoln City Council votes to meet virtually over city attorney's legal concerns
KLKN: Food Bank of Lincoln expects tens of thousands to be food insecure in coming months
WJAG: Amount of food insecure people in Nebraska increasing
Daily Beast: Nebraskans in Virus Hot Zone ‘Terrified’ After Governor Rejects Stay-at-Home Order
 
Coronavirus
LJS: Nebraska gets $378K per coronavirus patient in federal grants vs. New York's $12K, analysis
shows
OWH: Nebraska reports 18th death from coronavirus; cases jump in Grand Island area
OWH: Coronavirus exposure possible in Atkinson after Red Cross blood drive worker tests positive
KNEB: Local Officials: New Rapid COVID-19 Tests May Take Time to be Available in Panhandle
LJS: Some meatpacking plants hit hard by COVID-19, others virtually unscathed
LJS: Health director: Lincoln residents' actions have likely held down coronavirus cases
 
State, Local and Regional
LJS: Report: Nebraska lost $63 million in March because of COVID-19
LJS: Nebraska livestock auctions strive to keep supply of meat moving
AP: Feds: Online drug dealer planned to bomb Nebraska pharmacy
 
Opinion
OWH Editorial: Packing plants are at threat from virus; all precautions are needed
OWH Midlands Voices: Let's nurture and promote Nebraska's economic innovation
OWH Public Pulse


19.   Support local restaurants
20.   Child care needs
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OWH: Ricketts dismisses calls from two Nebraska state senators to lift coronavirus
restrictions
 
LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts on Monday rejected calls from two state senators to lift restrictions
designed to slow the spread of the coronavirus, and he later disputed a characterization of the
virus’s impact as “a nothing burger.”
“You can just look at New York City. It’s a real thing,” Ricketts told a caller on his monthly radio call-in
show.
One of the state’s authorities on pandemics added that the social distancing steps taken by
Nebraskans, while a hardship, have reduced the projected death toll here.
“Thanks to the sacrifice of Nebraskans, we can likely reopen safer and sooner than many in the rest
of the country,” said Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the College of Public Health at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center.
In a weekend commentary published by the Hastings Tribune, State Sens. Steve Halloran of Hastings
and Steve Erdman of Bayard argued that the dangers of the coronavirus have been overblown and
that the best, and fastest, way to defeat the virus is to let people become infected and build up
“herd immunity.”
Herd immunity develops when enough people in a community, about 80%, come in contact with the
virus and develop antibodies, thus limiting the number of people who can spread it to at-risk
individuals. The virus could be defeated in four weeks, the senators said.
“All life is sacred and valuable, but Nebraskans also need to re-open their businesses, go back to
work, go back to school, and get the elective surgeries they need,” the senators wrote.
But when asked about the commentary Monday, Ricketts said that herd immunity really isn’t a plan
and that allowing schools to reopen and the virus to spread unchecked would quickly overwhelm the
state’s hospitals.
The explosion of cases in the Grand Island area, he said, is an example of how quickly the virus can
spread — a week ago, the local hospital needed only four or five of its intensive care unit beds for
COVID-19 patients; now, 14 of the unit’s 16 beds are occupied, and the local health director is
worried that Grand Island’s health care system will be overwhelmed.
The goal of social distancing and staying home, Ricketts said, is to slow the spread of the virus so
there’s not a dramatic surge of cases that swamp hospitals.
“I think the senators would agree: We don’t want to overwhelm the health care system in our state,”
the governor said at his daily coronavirus press briefing.
“We’re trying to avoid that happening here,” he said later on his radio call-in show, “so that anyone
who needs a hospital room, that ICU room or a ventilator can get it in Nebraska.”
Khan said infecting 80% of the U.S. population with COVID-19 would have led to hundreds of
thousands of deaths.
The disease is not limited to the elderly, he said, or those with chronic illnesses. About 55% of those
who are hospitalized are under 65, Khan said, and 20% of those who die are under that age.
The caller to the radio show said one of the most recent projections of deaths from COVID-19 in
Nebraska is 281 by Aug. 4. That would be fewer deaths than those from cancer or heart disease
(about 3,500 each in 2017), and yet the government doesn’t ban smoking or “regulate our diet,” the
caller said. Even deaths from flu and pneumonia were higher, at 393, during 2017, he said.







“You’re strangling the economy. And for what?” the caller asked.
But Ricketts said the main difference between flu and the coronavirus is that so much is unknown.
He noted that in January, the World Health Organization and China were saying it couldn’t be
transmitted from person to person, which proved untrue.
One thing that is known is that it is “very transmittable” and can be spread by someone who doesn’t
show any of the symptoms, such as a fever and a dry cough.
Khan said critics have a point: The nation could have attacked the outbreak “much better” with
earlier testing of cases and isolation, better protection of high-risk groups and health care workers,
and adequate treatment capacity at hot spots.
“But we had not the imagination, testing, public health workforce, PPE or equipment for the job,” he
said.
Ricketts said that he’s always reevaluating the data but that the goal is to “strike a balance” between
encouraging people to continue working yet urging them to stay home to avoid spreading the virus.
The governor added that he “100% agreed” with Halloran and Erdman that he wants to reopen the
state as quickly as possible.
The herd immunity idea has been advanced by Dr. Knut Wittkowski, a former biostatistician at
Rockefeller University in New York City. He has argued that “flattening the curve,” as social
distancing is designed to do, only prolongs the inevitable spread of the virus through the population.
On Monday, Rockefeller said Wittkowski’s views do not represent the views of the university, its
leadership or its faculty.
The two senators said a better approach would be to allow less vulnerable groups, like school kids,
to get COVID-19 so they can build up mass immunity. Rather than “lockdowns,” they said the state
should allow school and work to continue, while isolating only those people most at risk, banning
large gatherings and focusing on hot spots.
Both Halloran, 71, and Erdman, 70, are among the at-risk population. In their essay, the two
Republicans in the officially nonpartisan Legislature predicted that “civil unrest” is inevitable.
“We cannot afford to go another day with this current, failed policy,” they wrote. “You may not
agree with our analysis, but we believe this is the conversation we should now be having.”
Ricketts sidestepped a question about whether such commentary undercuts his efforts to encourage
Nebraskans to remain vigilant with social distancing.
In other developments Monday:


·         The governor highlighted the impact on the state’s food pantries during his daily briefing.


Scott Young of the Food Bank of Lincoln said “food insecurity” is expected to increase by 45%
because of the joblessness caused by the coronavirus crisis. That would translate to 100,000 more
people in the state needing assistance.
At the same time, Young said, sources of excess food are drying up. Grocery stores are selling out,
leaving less to be donated to food banks, he said, and purchases of food by his organization are
being delayed by logistical problems. At a drive-thru food distribution site in Grand Island over the
weekend, 1,000 people showed up for 750 prepacked food bags, Young said.
“It’s rough right now, and we anticipate it’s only going to get rougher,” he said.
Donations can be made at foodbankheartland.org or lincolnfoodbank.org.


·         Ricketts said that unemployment insurance checks are typically delivered within 21 to 28
days and that the state is trying to maintain that standard amid a deluge of new requests for
assistance.


·         Guidance from Washington, D.C., on when to relax restrictions will be among “a wide net”
of advice Nebraska will consider before taking such steps, the governor said. He said he
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would talk to local health officials and the state’s chief medical officer and would look at
what the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention suggests and what’s happening in other
states before making that decision.


·         Ricketts commended the staff at a Greeley, Nebraska, nursing home, who have been living
at the facility to avoid contact with the coronavirus.


By Paul Hammel and Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Two state senators urge an end to coronavirus restrictions; Ricketts said he'll stick
with gradual approach
 
Two state senators have called for a return to normalcy in Nebraska by reengaging social contact
and business activity in spite of the coronavirus, suggesting that otherwise "civil unrest will
eventually ensue" in the state.
"We cannot afford to go another day with this current failed policy," Sens. Steve Halloran of Hastings
and Steve Erdman of Bayard wrote in an op-ed published in the Hastings Tribune.
Halloran and Erdman said they were responding largely to messages they have received stating that
"if these restrictions continue, my business will close and never reopen."
The two senators said that "herd immunity" to the new virus can be achieved by allowing healthy
Americans who are less vulnerable to "interact with the disease" while protecting vulnerable
Americans who might not be able to survive exposure to the virus.
That comports with a strategy promoted by Dr. Knut Wittkowski, who is a senior research associate
at Rockefeller University in New York City, they said.
Asked during his daily coronavirus news briefing about the proposal voiced by the two senators, Gov.
Pete Ricketts said that he will remain focused on attempting to "make sure we don't overwhelm the
health care system" while moving to lift current restrictions "gradually, over time."
Ricketts said he wants to "open up as quickly as possible," but to do so cautiously and prudently.
An hour later on his monthly call-in radio program, the governor was confronted by a caller who
argued that "you're strangling the economy" for what will prove to be "a nothing-burger."
"People are losing their jobs every day," the caller said. "They're losing their businesses, losing their
savings."
Less than 300 people are projected to die in Nebraska from the coronavirus, the caller said. More
will die from pneumonia and the flu, he said.
"One of the key differences," Ricketts responded, "is the unknown" and the fact that the coronavirus
can spread very quickly and could threaten to overwhelm the health care system.
"There are a lot of unknowns," he said.
Actions that he and the state have taken have slowed the spread of the virus, Ricketts said. They
include adopting rules of physical separation, closing schools and limiting restaurants to pick-up,
drive-thru and delivery service while allowing bars to only provide off-sale purchases.
Gatherings have been limited to no more than 10 people across the state and individuals have been
asked to maintain 6 feet of separation from other people.
People have been urged, but not required, to work from home.
"The virus in the state has been slowed down," Ricketts said during his radio broadcast.
Asked if he or any members of his cabinet have been tested for the virus, the governor said no.
None of them has been symptomatic or is considered to be high-risk, he said.
Ricketts pointed to Grand Island for an example of how swiftly the virus can spread, especially in "a
very challenging environment" such as meatpacking plants, where workers labor on production lines







virtually shoulder-to-shoulder.
The state recorded its 18th coronavirus-linked death Monday, a Washington County man in his 90s
with underlying health issues.
The total number of confirmed cases grew to 871, according to the state Department of Health and
Human Services.
Scott Young, executive director of the Food Bank of Lincoln, told the governor's briefing that job
losses and other fallout from the coronavirus outbreak will sharply increase the number of people
needing assistance at a time when grocery stores are selling nearly all their products with less
available to donate.
"Resources are going down while the need is going up," he said.
"It's rough right now," Young said, "and we anticipate it will get rougher."
In their op-ed, Halloran and Erdman wrote: "We regret that fear and panic have directed our policies
in the past, but a fundamental change is now needed in how we deal with the coronavirus.
"There is a way back to normalcy, but it does not include waiting for a vaccine, shutting down
schools and businesses and doling out another stimulus package.
"The lockdowns have devastated our economy, set our students back and made the cure worse than
the disease," Halloran and Erdman wrote.
"By keeping schools, hospitals and businesses open, but separating the elderly and those with
certain medical conditions, herd immunity can be achieved and the coronavirus defeated in about
four weeks."
Halloran and Erdman are Republican members of the nonpartisan Legislature and their comments
appeared to be sharply critical of the policies pursued by Ricketts, also a Republican, although they
did not criticize the governor personally. 
By Don Walton
 


AP: Ricketts rejects senators’ call to resume normal activities
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Gov. Pete Ricketts on Monday rejected a call from two state lawmakers to
resume normal school and business activities in Nebraska right away, saying that could lead to a
surge in new cases that might overwhelm the state’s hospitals.
Ricketts said he will stick with the state’s current plan, which includes statewide school closures and
restrictions on businesses and social gatherings until at least April 30.
His remarks at his daily coronavirus press briefing came in response to a question about
a newspaper column by state Sens. Steve Halloran and Steve Erdman, both conservatives who
normally agree with the Republican governor.
The senators argued that shelter-in-place orders across the U.S. have devastated the economy, put
students at a disadvantage and “made the cure worse than the disease.”
The senators contend that lifting the restrictions and allowing healthy people to contract the virus
would create a “herd immunity” that would protect society as a whole. Epidemiologists and other
public health experts say that approach would lead to a surge in coronavirus cases and deaths, and
social distancing is the only way to protect people who are most at risk.
“If Nebraska continues to operate within its current mitigation policy, civil unrest will eventually
ensue,” wrote the senators, who are both in their 70s, a high-risk age group. “All life is sacred and
valuable, but Nebraskans also need to re-open their businesses, go back to work, go back to school
and get the elective surgeries they need.”
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Ricketts said he agrees with the senators “100%” about the need to reopen schools and businesses
as soon as possible, but he warned that doing so too soon could lead to a spike in cases.
“The big key, again, is what we have said all along, which is about being sure we don’t overwhelm
the health care system,” he said. “That’s what we’re working to manage to. We’ve got to stay home
and stay healthy until the end of April.”
Nebraska had 871 confirmed coronavirus cases and 17 deaths as of Monday evening, according to
the state Department of Health and Human Services. Nearly 10,500 people have tested negative.
The number of new cases also declined to 59 on Monday, down from a sharp increase of 101 new
cases on Sunday. On Saturday, the state had 58 new cases.
For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough
that clear up in two to three weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia, and death.
The governor made his comments as a local public health district reported 10 new cases among
workers at a beef processing facility in Hastings, in Halloran’s district.
Ricketts also issued a call to help local food banks, which face increasing demand as more people
lose jobs and food shortages as more grocery stores sell out of key products.
“It’s rough right now, and we anticipate it’s going to get rougher over the coming months,” said
Scott Young, executive director of the Food Bank of Lincoln.
Meanwhile, police in Omaha handed out 20 citations for trespassing in city parks over the weekend,
just days after the mayor ordered the parks closed amid complaints they were too crowded.
The tickets were issued Saturday and Sunday, with the largest share — eight citations — being
handed out in northeastern Omaha’s Hummel Park, police said. Two people also were cited on the
Bob Kerrey Pedestrian Bridge that links Omaha to Council Bluffs, Iowa, over the Missouri River.
The others were handed out in Adams, Levi Carter, Miller, Memorial and Robert’s parks, police said.
By Grant Schulte and Margery A. Beck
 


AP: Gov. Ricketts expands some virus restrictions statewide
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts ordered the closure Thursday of all salons, tattoo
parlors and strip clubs until April 30 and announced the cancellation of organized group sports until
May 31, expanding an order that was already in place in the state’s biggest cities.
Ricketts said the executive order was intended to bring consistency to a patchwork of mandates
from local public health departments. Salons in Omaha, Lincoln and many surrounding communities
have been closed since late last month, but some of those businesses had been allowed to remain
open in other parts of the state.
Ricketts, a Republican, tried to use persuasion and regional restrictions to contain the spread of the
coronavirus until last week, when he imposed enforceable statewide limits on social gatherings.
Nebraska is one of a small handful of holdout states that haven’t issued formal stay-at-home orders,
although Ricketts has argued that many of the state’s restrictions are similar to what’s in place
elsewhere.
Ricketts on Thursday also issued a non-enforceable proclamation, calling on residents to stay at
home unless necessary, maintain a safe physical distance at work and only shop once a week, with
one person per family. It also asks residents to keep children away from playgrounds and group
sports, help seniors and exercise daily at home.
“This is about asking Nebraskans to do what’s right,” Ricketts said at his daily coronavirus news
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conference. He said that if Nebraskans can adhere to the recommendations for 21 days, “we should
really be able to take a whack at the virus.”
Ricketts said he’s confident that most residents “want to do the right thing” to keep the virus from
spreading and overwhelming the state’s hospitals.
On Wednesday, Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert ordered all of the city’s parks closed through April 30
amid complaints they were too crowded and visitors weren’t following social-distancing rules to
keep the virus from spreading. Stothert said the worst offenders were youth sports coaches and
parents with children.
“What we saw this weekend was a lot of a lack of compliance,” she said.
On Tuesday, a gathering of about 100 people in Omaha’s Benson Park for a barbecue ended in a
fatal shooting.
Ricketts’ announcement came as state health officials reported another coronavirus death in
Nebraska, bringing the state’s total number of COVID-19 deaths to 14.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported late Wednesday that the latest
death was that of a man in his 70s in northeastern Nebraska’s Madison County. The man had several
underlying health conditions, health officials said. As of Thursday morning, the state had reported
523 cases of the virus, with more than 7,500 residents testing negative.
For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough
that clear up in two to three weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia, and death.
Ricketts also pushed back Thursday against the state public employee union’s request to allow all
state employees to work from home if they’re able.
“Our members understand the critical importance of the work they do, and that’s why they must be
protected,” said Deb Studl, a state child and family services worker. “If we aren’t kept safe, there will
be no one left to provide essential services to the most vulnerable Nebraskans
Ricketts said individual workers who can believe they can do their job from home should make the
case to their managers. But he argued that for some employees, doing so isn’t possible.
“We have to continue to provide essential services,” he said. “We all know that every organization in
the state is going through challenging times. Everyone is trying to figure out how to work from
home. We’re all in this together and we must be mindful of this.”
By Grant Schulte and Margery A. Beck
 


OWH: Hard-hit states blast distribution of first round of relief money that favored
Nebraska, others
 
LINCOLN — Hospital executives and political leaders in hard-hit states have blasted the distribution
of federal health care relief money for favoring Nebraska and other states with fewer cases of
COVID-19.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo tweeted on Sunday that states “like Montana and Nebraska” were in
line to get more than $300,000 for every reported case of the disease caused by the novel
coronavirus, while New York was getting about $12,000 per case.
“We need a fair federal stimulus bill that is distributed by need,” he said.
The furor arose after federal officials announced plans to divvy up the first $30 billion in emergency
grants based on the historical share of Medicare payments to hospitals, doctors and other providers.
Critics said the money should be targeted instead to areas with the largest numbers of coronavirus
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cases. Nebraska ranks 42nd in the number of cases per capita, according to the New York Times.
When asked for his response, Gov. Pete Ricketts said Nebraska was not involved with the
distribution decisions, which were made at the federal level.
But he said New York has been a priority for getting personal protective equipment and testing
equipment and that state “is getting a lot of attention and is getting a lot of resources” through the
federal government and other avenues.
The federal CARES Act authorized $100 billion in emergency grants to health care providers. The $30
billion in question represents the first distribution of funds from the total.
A federal Health and Human Services spokesperson told The World-Herald on Monday that giving
out grants based on Medicare revenue “allowed us to make initial payments to providers as quickly
as possible.”
The agency said plans are to focus the next round of grants to providers in areas “particularly
impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak,” as well as those with lower shares of Medicare revenues,
including children’s hospitals, pediatricians and Medicaid providers.
Under the CARES Act, the $100 billion relief package was “to prevent, prepare for and respond to
coronavirus,” including paying for protective equipment, testing supplies, extra employees and
temporary shelters and other measures to deal with the potentially deadly epidemic.
The money also will help health care providers that have lost regular sources of revenue, as elective
surgeries have been banned across the country and in-person office visits have been sharply
curtailed.
The concerns come as states have been competing for protective equipment, ventilators and other
needed supplies.
By Martha Stoddard
 


CNN: 7 governors still haven't issued stay-at-home orders. Here's why.
 
(CNN)Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson is one of seven governors -- all Republicans -- who have yet to
issue a stay-at-home order to his citizens as a way to limit the spread of coronavirus nationwide.
"We want to take the long-term approach to this and you're not going to win simply by a
lockdown," Hutchinson explained to CNN's Jake Tapper on Sunday, adding: "There's a lot of hope
and optimism this Easter that our tough time is behind and we're going to be getting better."
According to CNN's tracking, just under 1,400 Arkansans have been diagnosed with the coronavirus,
with 29 deaths. The state will reach its peak -- in terms of deaths from coronavirus -- on April 30,
according to a projection by the Institute for Medical and Health Evaluation at the University of
Washington School of Medicine.
Given that 97% of the country's population is currently under stay-at-home restrictions and
the guidance from infectious disease experts -- including the US surgeon general -- to continue
policies of social distancing, Hutchinson and his six other Republican colleagues are very much an
exception to the rule.
"I don't understand why that's not happening," Dr. Anthony Fauci said earlier this month of the lack
of stay-at-home orders in every state.
To that end, they've been asked regularly about their decision (or lack thereof). With the help of my
producer Alli Gordon, here's what each of them have said of late about their thinking when it comes
to stay-at-home orders.
• Iowa (1,587 cases, 41 deaths; projected death peak: May 2): "It would be irresponsible for me to
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just do a statewide [shelter-in-place order] when, according to Dr. Fauci, many of the mitigation
efforts that I have put in place are actually aligned with the results that they're trying to get." -- Gov.
Kim Reynolds
• Nebraska (814 cases, 17 deaths; projected death peak: May 2): Last Thursday, Nebraska Gov. Pete
Ricketts ordered that all hair salons, tattoo parlors and strip clubs be closed through May 31. And on
Friday he issued a directive that urged social distancing practices to stay in place; "We're calling on
people to exercise their freedom to do the right thing, that individual responsibility, that civic duty,
to do the right thing here in our state," Ricketts said. He noted that his directive was not a stay-at-
home order: "This is not that kind of thing, this is about asking Nebraskans to do what's right,"
Ricketts said.
• North Dakota (308 cases, 8 deaths; projected death peak: April 30): There is an active online
petition -- signed by 2,800 people -- to try to force Gov. Doug Burgum to issue a stay-at-home order.
But Burgum doesn't seem to be reconsidering. "We get to listen to people who think we've locked
down too much and people who think we need to lock down more but we would invite those people
that signed that petition to really dig into the numbers with us," he said last week. "I mean we
moved early and fast on a number of restrictions that is producing this low positive rate today and
we moved fast on increasing our testing."
• South Dakota (730 cases, 6 deaths; projected death peak: May 1): In pledging not to issue a stay-
at-home order, Gov. Kristi Noem said this: "I have all the faith in the world of the people of South
Dakota," Noem says. "They've been absolute rock stars in working to protect their communities and
their families." The South Dakota Medical Association sent Noem a letter last week asking her to
issue a stay-at-home order but there's no indication she has any plans to reverse course.
• Utah (2,303 cases, 18 deaths; projected death peak: April 29): Gov. Gary Herbert issued a "Stay
Home, Stay Safe" directive on March 27 -- and extended it through May 1 last Friday. Utah House
Democrats have pushed Herbert to go further, using a statement last week to "send a stronger,
clearer message to every person in the state about the severe threat of COVID-19 to our health, our
welfare, and our economic well-being" by issuing a stay-at-home order.
• Wyoming (270 cases, 0 deaths; projected death peak: May 2): Last week, the Wyoming Medical
Association sent a letter to Gov. Mark Gordon calling on him to issue a stay-at-home order "before it
was too late." Gordon has issued some self-quarantine restrictions for people visiting Wyoming but
has largely left local government enforce the order (or not). "If you're waiting for me to issue a
shelter-in-place order... what are you waiting for?" Gordon said earlier this month. "Are you waiting
for, 'mother may I?' Or are you taking care of yourself and practicing the common sense that we
expect? One of our Wyoming values is 'talk less, say more'. Our orders talk less and say more."
None of these states are in the top 10 in terms of cases or deaths. Or even close. But given what we
know about asymptomatic transmission, the lack of her immunity and a year (or more) expected
until a vaccine exists, there's no question that these governors are taking a calculated risk in their
actions (or inaction) on dealing with the coronavirus pandemic.
By Chris Cillizza
 


Washington Times: Only 2% of total coronavirus cases are in states without stay-at-home
orders
 
The eight states without comprehensive stay-at-home orders for all residents make up less than 2%
of the total coronavirus cases and deaths reported nationwide, data show.
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As of Monday, the governors of Arkansas, Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota,
Utah and Wyoming had not issued statewide stay-at-home orders, according to the states’ official
websites and a New York Times analysis. All 50 states, however, call for social distancing practices.
The eight states recorded more than 9,700 coronavirus cases and 210 deaths as of Monday, state
health departments reported.
Across the U.S., the coronavirus has sickened more than 560,800 and killed more than 22,900,
according to a Johns Hopkins University COVID-19 tracker. That means the eight states account for
1.7% of all coronavirus cases and 0.9% of deaths reported in the U.S.
U.S. Census Bureau data from 2018 show that the eight states make up about 5% of the total U.S.
population, with more than 17 million residents. The bureau reported about 327 million people in
the U.S. that year.
Amid calls to join the 42 other states and the District of Columbia in issuing stay-at-home orders, the
Republican governors of the eight states have given various explanations for why they haven’t issued
such directives.
Michael Pearlman, communications director for Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon, said state officials
have taken precautions to combat the spread of the coronavirus.
“Governor Gordon believes that a ‘stay-at-home’ or ‘shelter-in-place’ orders containing large
numbers of exemptions like those found in many other states will not provide any additional public
health protections beyond the orders Wyoming currently has in place,” Mr. Pearlman told The
Washington Times.
Wyoming’s health department has reported the fewest cases among the eight states, with 275 cases
and one death as of Monday.
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem said the state and national constitutions prevent American
governments from taking “draconian measures” similar to what the Chinese government has done
to limit its citizens’ movements and activities.
“My role in respect to public safety is something I take very seriously,” Mrs. Noem said earlier this
month. “The people themselves are primarily responsible for their safety. They are the ones
entrusted with expansive freedoms. They’re free to exercise their rights to work, to worship and to
play or to even stay home or to conduct social distancing.”
She said since February she has been clear that people need to take personal responsibility for the
health and well-being of their families by practicing good hygiene and social distancing to stop the
spread of the virus. Mrs. Noem said the state has pushed back its peak in coronvirus cases by six
weeks via its public health measures.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said his state is turning to its “world-renowned” health experts for
advice and is using a “regional approach,” understanding that the virus is not going to spread at the
same rate across the state.
“That’s why we’ve broken it up by public health regions and using the rule of thumb about
community spread. When you have that one community spread case, that’s when we place those
restrictive regimes with directed health measures,” Mr. Ricketts told NET News this month. “And the
reason we do that is because we’re really trying to time the directed health measure to get the
maximum impact out of it.”
Utah has reported the most number of cases of the eight states, with 2,303 infections. Gov. Gary
Herbert on Monday extended a stay home directive, not a shelter-in-place order, until May 1.
Oklahoma also has more than 2,000 cases, while Iowa and Arkansas have reported more than 1,000
cases. North Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska have each reported fewer than 1,000 cases.







Some state health departments have relied on projection models published by universities such as
Harvard and the University of Washington to predict the coronavirus trajectory.
Oklahoma is projected to reach its peak in daily deaths on April 28, Utah on April 29, North Dakota
and Arkansas on April 30, South Dakota on May 1, and Nebraska, Iowa and Wyoming on May 2,
according to the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, an independent health research center
at the University of Washington.
Older people are more likely to develop serious illness or to die from COVID-19. People 65 years and
older make up about 15% to 17% of the population in seven of the states without statewide stay-at-
home orders, according to 2018 census data. In Utah, people 65 years and older made up about 11%
of the state population.
By Shen Wu Tan
 


GII: UPDATE: Mayor says normal life won’t return in Grand Island for some time
 
Teresa Anderson of the Central District Health Department predicted Monday that the number of
lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases in the three-county area will continue to escalate.
On Monday afternoon, Central District Health reported a total of 211 lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases.
That total was about three times the number reported the previous Monday, when the number of
confirmed cases was 68.
The new number consists of 197 cases in Hall County, 11 in Hamilton County and three in Merrick
County. The age of those with positive results ranges from 11 to 88. with an average age of 45.
“Our numbers are increasing rapidly as we have relayed to you, and will continue to relay,”
Anderson said at Monday morning’s COVID-19 community update from City Hall.
Near the end of her talk, Anderson said, “We’ll continue to report on the numbers, but they are not
going to be good.”
Anderson stressed the importance of self-protection, including wearing a mask, washing your hands
often, using hand sanitizer and staying home.
“Those steps can help prevent the spread of the virus and keep us all healthier. They actually work,”
Anderson said. “This is not the time to take this casually. This is the time to be very, very watchful
and careful.”
The other speaker at the briefing was Grand Island Mayor Roger Steele.
“I have been asked the question of when the city will return to normal business and social status.
That depends on guidance from the president and on guidance from Gov. Ricketts,” Steele said,
referring to Gov. Pete Ricketts.
“Gov. Ricketts is coordinating the statewide response to COVD 19,” Steele said. “The state of
Nebraska issues its recommendations through directed health measures, like those received by the
Central District Health Department.
“ I do not anticipate that we will see a relaxation of our efforts against COVID-19 for some time.”
Steele said. “When we are able to return to normal depends on our compliance with social
distancing, hand washing and only making essential trips, such as to the pharmacy or grocery store.
“I need your compliance now,” Steele said. “If we let up our efforts to combat the virus, we will
lengthen the amount of time it takes for us to open up businesses and city facilities, such as the
Fieldhouse or the library.”
Anderson pointed out that the Nebraska National Guard arrived in Grand Island last Tuesday “to
assist us with laboratory testing for COVID-19.”







The National Guard finished up its work in Grand Island on Monday. Anderson put in a request for
them to return “because we need to keep testing,” she said in an interview. During their five days,
they tested about 400 people. Some members of the Nebraska State Patrol were tested Monday.
Through that testing and additional testing in the community, health officials are finding that 22
percent of those being tested are positive.
“So now we have to assume, as we have for the last few weeks, that the COVID virus is everywhere,”
she said.
She has said in the past that people without symptoms can be COVID-19 carriers.
“We believe that to still be true, but we also know that there’s widespread COVID and symptoms in
our community,” she said.
For the first week or so, people who have the virus are slightly or moderately ill.
If people are going to sicker, that usually happens in the second week. That applies to both people
who have underlying health conditions and those who don’t.
“The problem with these severely ill folks is that their lungs become very much affected, that they’re
not able to breathe and they have to be placed on ventilators. COVID-19 has a very strong possibility
of overwhelming our health care system very quickly,” Anderson said.
“Our resources are being tested and we’re going to find that at some point folks who are sick will
have to be transferred to other hospitals,” she said. “But we still have an opportunity, each and
every one of us, to do our job in preventing the spread of the virus.”
Anderson hopes that seamstresses in the community are focusing “on making masks that can be
worn during interaction with other individuals and washed on a daily basis.” Making those face
masks “helps us to preserve health-grade masks for health care workers,” she said.
“As the numbers grow, we’re going to find a big stress on our ability to provide protective personal
equipment to our health care providers and health care workers. We also need to provide these
pieces of equipment to our emergency responders,” she said.
In the interview later in the day, Anderson said some residents of area nursing homes have been
infected by the virus.
That is not surprising, she said, because one would expect “that if we have health care workers in
nursing homes who test positive, then we’re going to have residents.”
Anderson did not have any information on the VA Medical Center in Grand Island.
As of late last week, 28 employees of the JBS beef plant in Grand Island had tested positive for the
coronavirus.
She urged people to protect themselves and their family by using masks whenever they’re out in
public. She encouraged people to stay home as much as possible and stay informed about what’s
going on in the community.
It’s good to communicate with friends and loved ones through FaceTime, the telephone and other
electronic devices, she said. “We are fortunate to live in a time where our electronics allow us to do
that,” she said. We can communicate with each other and “lift each other up.”
By Jeff Bahr
 


KSNB: Central District Health says positive testing rate at 20-25% for the district
 
GRAND ISLAND, Neb. (KSNB) - In a press conference on Monday, Teresa Anderson with the Central
District Health Department said positive tests are increasing rapidly, and that the district is now
seeing positive cases at a rate of 20-25%.







"Now we have to assume as we have for some time, that the COVID virus is everywhere. We are
seeing widespread in our area people who are showing symptoms as well as those who are
asymptomatic." said Anderson.
Anderson also said it is usually in the second week of contracting the virus that people in the area
are starting to get sicker from the disease,
"For those who are going to get sicker, it usually happens in the second week of the virus."
She went on to say that we must continue our social distancing efforts in order to keep the spread as
low as possible.
Grand Island Mayor Roger Steele reiterated what Anderson had to say as far as social distancing
measure and said it will likely be some time before distancing measure are relaxed. And said he will
continue going off the guidelines from President Trump and Governor Pete Ricketts.
The district is now at 174 positive cases with 161 of those being in Hall County. Another press
conference with more updates on Thursday, April 16.
 


OWH: 'Our resources are being tested': Grand Island hospital's ICU is filling up fast
 
The health director overseeing the response to the coronavirus outbreak in Grand Island said she
fears that the local health care system could be overwhelmed in the coming weeks.
“Our resources are being tested, and we’re going to find at some point that folks who are sick will
have to be transferred to other hospitals,” said Teresa Anderson, the director of the Central District
Health Department, at a Monday press conference.
Her remarks came as the number of known coronavirus cases in the Grand Island area continued to
spike, doubling since Thursday from 103 cases to 211.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said Monday that St. Francis Hospital in Grand Island counted four or
five patients in its intensive care unit one week ago. Now, more than a dozen of its ICU beds are
occupied.
Hospital President Edward Hannon said that as of 4 p.m. Monday, 21 COVID-19 patients were
hospitalized there, including 13 who are on ventilators to help them breathe. Last week, the hospital
said it had 13 ventilators in its ICU and two more in its neonatal intensive care unit, plus several
anesthesia and CPAP machines that could be used in a pinch.
Most people with COVID-19 will experience mild-to-moderate symptoms, if any at all. Others,
including those who are older or have underlying health conditions, may require more medical care
or breathing support.
St. Francis has erected a negative-pressure respiratory care unit in a tent outside the emergency
room, and Hannon said the hospital could add 28 beds, expanding to a capacity of 157 beds, to care
for additional patients.
Dr. Gary Anthone, Nebraska’s chief medical officer, said Monday that patients could be transferred
to hospitals in Kearney, Lincoln, Omaha or other parts of the state if St. Francis sees a significant
surge in the number of patients requiring hospitalization.
Another Grand Island hospital is under construction but isn’t scheduled to open until this summer.
Hannon said St. Francis, which is part of the CHI Health system, can rely on other hospitals to help
with staffing, medical equipment and personal protective equipment like masks and gloves. While
more COVID-19 patients are requiring treatment, fewer people are in the hospital for other
treatment because many elective surgeries have been postponed. The hospital was at about 50% of
its total capacity last week.
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“CHI Health, spanning from Kearney to Corning, Iowa, has 15 hospitals,” Hannon said in a statement.
“While St. Francis has 150 beds in Grand Island, our system overall has more than 2,000 beds, and
more than 350 machines that can be used as ventilators.”
“I’m confident our skilled and dedicated staff, and the hospital that’s been here for the community
for the last 133 years, can weather this storm,” he continued. “But I’m also reassured that we don’t
have to do it alone.”
The Central District Health Department oversees Hall, Hamilton and Merrick Counties, where, as of
Monday afternoon, 211 people had tested positive for the coronavirus. That’s a whopping threefold
increase from a week earlier, when 68 cases were counted. Four people in Hall County have died.
Most of the cases are clustered in Grand Island, where the Nebraska National Guard collected
specimens for testing at a drive-thru site last week. Health officials have said the number of
confirmed cases will rise as more people are tested.
The ages of those with the coronavirus range from 11 to 88, with an average age of 45, the Health
Department said.
Hall County is second to only Douglas County in the number of coronavirus cases in Nebraska.
Only 559 people had been tested in Hall County as of Monday, out of a population of roughly
61,000, according to figures from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. But
35.5% of those swabbed are testing positive. That’s far higher than the 7.65% positive rate
statewide.
Testing has been very limited so far, so those numbers may be skewed by the priority given to
people exhibiting serious symptoms and to health care workers and first responders who may be
exposed to the virus.
But Anderson has warned residents that the coronavirus threat may not peak there for another
month or two.
“We will continue to report on the numbers, but they are not going to be good,” she said.
She asked residents to wear masks when they leave the house and said local seamstresses are
working on making reusable, washable face coverings.
“Using these masks helps us to preserve health-grade masks for heath care workers,” she said.
Grand Island Mayor Roger Steele said the city will not be able to ease restrictions on businesses and
social gatherings until it can get a handle on the virus.
“When we are able to return to normal depends on our compliance with social distancing, hand-
washing and only making essential trips” to places like the pharmacy and grocery store, he said. “I
need your compliance now.”
By Erin Duffy
 


OWH: Nebraska State legislatures' COVID-19 bills: arranging emergency funds, declaring
a March Madness champ
 
While the coronavirus crisis has heightened the role of governors across the country, it also has put
a charge into state legislatures.
In the month since coronavirus infected the public consciousness, 35 state legislatures have
introduced more than 310 coronavirus-related bills, passing 112 of them so far.
Some have passed laws of substance — transferring millions of dollars from their rainy-day funds,
imposing protective measures for health care professionals, expanding sick leave for workers and
precluding landlords from evicting tenants, according to a review by the National Conference of
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State Legislatures.
And several of those states have passed COVID-related laws that are as strange as the sight of
masked grocery shoppers.
You had the random shoutouts: Tennessee lawmakers adopted a resolution honoring Dr. Anthony
Fauci, the thoroughly Brooklyn native, for his “invaluable service to the American people during the
COVID-19 outbreak.” Utah lawmakers expressed “support for the Chinese people.”
Then there were these eye rollers:


·         Florida lawmakers urgently passed a law … declaring the Florida State Seminoles the 2020
national basketball champs, since COVID-19 wiped out the NCAA tourney. This truly mythical
national title gave the football school its first national hoops title, ignoring two things: 1)
Florida State hasn’t made it past basketball’s Elite Eight since 1972. 2) The Seminoles’ cross-
state rival — the Florida Gators — were fourth in the SEC and on the verge of going to the
NCAA tourney as well. But hey, Florida gonna Florida.


·         In Hawaii, state lawmakers urged the governor to create a color-coded advisory system to
alert the public to the current level of coronavirus danger — proving, once again, that Hawaii
really does love its rainbows. No word on whether that color code would mirror the
confusing colors of the threat-level midnight bar of terror after 9/11. Hawaii elected officials
also urged all commercial airlines to “thoroughly clean and disinfect their aircraft between
flights to prevent the spread of illnesses and disease.”


·         In Alabama, a law was passed urging individuals to fist bump rather than shake hands.


In all, Alabama filed seven pieces of legislation — losing out (as in football) to Louisiana, which
introduced an astonishing 33 pieces of legislation.
By contrast, Nebraska and Iowa were among the least-active legislative bodies in the nation, each
passing one coronavirus law or one packaged law. Iowa passed a law designed to steer
appropriations during the crisis and to remove the classroom instructional time requirement for
students whose schools are now closed. Nebraska, meanwhile, steered one of the biggest amounts
of money ($83.6 million) in the nation from its rainy-day fund to the governor’s emergency cash
fund.
Of course, Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds have issued a flurry of directed
health measures — some meaty, some not so much. Lids on crowds. Lids on mixed drinks.
A number of Omaha law firms are tracking those measures, big and small. Koley Jessen, Kutak
Rock, McGrath North, Baird Holm, Fraser Stryker and Husch Blackwell, among others, are tracking
COVID-19-related laws and financial relief packages for employees and employers, businesses and
corporations.
Husch Blackwell, which advises businesses and government agencies and has a lobbying arm, has a
team of about 20 attorneys and staffers monitoring laws across the nation, said Dave Lopez, an
Omaha attorney.
In mid-March, Lopez and his colleagues began developing a state-by-state guide on directed health
measures, stay-at-home orders and restrictions from Alaska to Wyoming. Lopez said they update the
site daily.
“When the scope of this became clear, we knew this public-health crisis would have an impact on
our clients’ operations,” Lopez said. “Many of our clients are in critical sectors like agriculture, health
care, food service. They want to ensure they can remain operational through the shutdown orders.”
Early on, the database was in constant flux. Now, only eight states, including Nebraska and Iowa,
are working without a statewide shelter-in-place order. Even so, the terms “shelter in place” and
“essential worker” have different meanings in different states.
The database gives an interesting snapshot of the landscape of America. In Florida, essential
businesses allowing workers to avoid a shutdown order include pool boys and landscapers.
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Michigan has been stringent in its guidelines — restricting essential workers to anyone who is
necessary to sustain or protect life and outlining how many people can be in a building based on its
square footage. Closer to home, Reynolds expanded her nonessential businesses to include tobacco
or vape stores, gaming and adult entertainment stores, malls, museums, libraries, campgrounds and
social clubs, including those at golf courses.
Ricketts followed suit Thursday, closing these spots for the rest of April: all beauty/nail salons,
barbershops, massage therapy services, gentlemen’s clubs, bottle clubs, indoor theaters and tattoo
parlors/studios. Ricketts also suspended all organized team sports, adult or youth, until May 31.
The scattered approach of states will be as interesting in retrospect as it is in real time, said Lopez, a
former assistant Nebraska attorney general.
“What works in New York is different from what works in Nebraska,” Lopez said. “At the end of all of
this, when you take the body of actions that have been taken to stem the tide and you line that up
against the infection statistics, I think it will provide an overview of what was effective.”
By Todd Cooper
 


OWH: 10 workers at Hastings meatpacking plant, 1 worker at Fremont chicken plant
have COVID-19
 
Ten workers at a beef processing facility in Hastings and one worker at a Fremont plant that
produces chickens for Costco are the latest food workers to test positive for the novel coronavirus.
The South Heartland District Health Department reported this weekend that 10 workers at a
Western Reserve beef facility in Hastings have tested positive.
The department “is working closely with Western Reserve management to complete the contact
investigations, to provide recommendations for employee safety and to provide additional testing
for their workforce,” the health director there said in a press release.
Western Reserve officials did not immediately return a call seeking comment.
Hastings is in Adams County, just south of Grand Island, a current coronavirus hot spot. The number
of positive cases in Adams County is growing too, with 54 people there testing positive as of Sunday.
Only 247 people in Adams County have been tested so far, according to Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services figures released Monday night, meaning 23% of tests there are coming
back positive. Statewide, only 7.65% of people being tested have the coronavirus, although
widespread testing has not been available in Nebraska.
Those cases also include three workers at a Hastings Walmart who worked there between March 26
and April 5.
Lincoln Premium Poultry, the company that runs a Fremont chicken plant that opened last
September and supplies Costco with millions of rotisserie chickens and other cuts, announced its
first COVID-19 case Monday. The plant employs roughly 1,100 people.
“The employee worked in what we refer to as the ‘second processing’ part of the building and was
on second shift, which runs in the evening and has fewer employees at this time,” spokeswoman
Jessica Kolterman said in a statement. “The person did not engage with many employees the last day
they were in our facility, which was last Wednesday, April 8. We have arranged a deep clean of all
areas of our facility and work will continue as scheduled.”
Kolterman said the employee is recovering at home, with pay, and that two co-workers who may
have been exposed also are self-isolating at home with pay.
“We are very proud of our employees who are working on the front lines of this virus each day to
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keep food on the table for American families and will continue to do everything we can to protect
them,” she said.
Workers have tested positive at other Nebraska meatpacking and food processing facilities, including
the JBS USA beef plant and McCain Foods frozen appetizer plant, both in Grand Island. Many food
facilities employ hundreds, if not thousands, of people who work in close proximity to each other
packaging food or cutting meat.
Several facilities, including a Smithfield pork plant in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, have closed
temporarily to contain the spread of the virus after dozens of workers tested positive.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said Monday that he had not heard of any Nebraska plants planning to
shut down production.
Many plants are taking precautionary steps, including having workers wear masks, taking
temperatures before the start of shifts and putting up plastic dividers between work stations or in
cafeterias, but workers have told union representatives and other advocacy groups that they fear
falling ill. Those organizations are pushing for stronger, more uniform safety measures, like slowing
down production lines and spacing workers out further.
“The environment is very challenging to do social distancing in, but it’s absolutely important to keep
our food processing facilities going because it’s vital we continue to have that strong supply chain
here in the United States,” Ricketts said at his Monday press briefing. “Here in Nebraska, we’re the
beef state. We feed the world and it’s important to continue to do that. ... We’ll continue to work
with companies to make sure we’re doing all we can to keep those supply lines open.”
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration says there is currently no evidence of the coronavirus being
transmitted by food or food packaging.
By Erin Duffy
 


LJS: Divided Lincoln City Council votes to meet virtually over city attorney's legal
concerns
 
A divided Lincoln City Council, against its lawyer's advice, narrowly agreed to meet virtually during
the next two weeks rather than in person as state and local health officials brace for escalating
transmission of the coronavirus in Nebraska.
The four-member majority agreed to follow other local governments under an executive order
issued by Gov. Pete Ricketts that waives in-person meeting requirements under state open-meetings
laws provided public notice of the meeting is given and access to the meeting remains.
Councilwoman Sändra Washington proposed the meeting changes because she believes the
technology exists to allow transparency and retain public involvement in the meetings. 
"I believe the essential work of governing continues whether we are working through an emergency
or not," she said in proposing the virtual meetings. "And I think it's good sense that we allow
ourselves the flexibility to meet at a responsible and safe distance in order to provide ourselves and
staff the same precautions we are asking of others."
At a Monday afternoon meeting before the main council meeting, an assistant city attorney used a
forehead thermometer to screen each of the council members, several of whom wore masks during
portions of the meeting.
"We have an obligation not only to conduct city business but to keep every single person that we
come into contact with safe also," Councilman James Michael Bowers said, speaking through a blue
surgical mask.
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He pointed to the Lancaster County commissioners, who held their first County Board meeting via
videoconference last week and will hold their second virtual meeting Tuesday.
The Omaha City Council held its last meeting March 17 and doesn't plan to meet again until April 21.
The Nebraska Legislature has suspended its session and has met only for emergency votes.
Lincoln City Attorney Jeff Kirkpatrick last week asked council members wary of meeting in person
during the pandemic to favor suspending meetings and meeting only on an emergency basis in
person to vote on measures vital to continued city operations. 
His office concluded that the governor didn't have authority to waive state law requirements
governing meetings of city governments such as Lincoln's. 
Councilman Richard Meginnis said he felt the council can't continue to meet in person, but meeting
virtually jeopardizes the projects the council may approve during such meetings.
Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson's office backed the governor's executive order, and
Lancaster County Attorney Pat Condon said the governor's broad emergency powers to suspend
regulations or rules concerning public business would extend to state open-meetings laws that
dictate how the business of forming public policy proceeds. 
Washington, Bowers, Councilwoman Tammy Ward and Council Chair Jane Raybould voted in the
majority, while Meginnis and Councilmen Bennie Shobe and Roy Christensen opposed the change.
Following the divided vote, the council unanimously agreed to meet in person May 4.
By Riley Johnson
 


KLKN: Food Bank of Lincoln expects tens of thousands to be food insecure in coming
months
 
The Food Bank of Lincoln is facing an uphill battle as a result of the coronavirus.
The influx of supplies and demand has caused an imminent problem with food delivery and supply.
“One of our big challenges right now in food insecurity  in the state of Nebraska is that resource are
going down while the need is going up,” said Lincoln Food Bank executive director Scott Young. “The
grocery stores were we pick up so much product are moving so much product and some.”
The supply for grocery stores is fine Governor Pete Ricketts said on Monday. However, the food that
once wouldn’t move on shelves is now hitting the checkout line and leaving little spare left over.
Grocery stores donate a large part of the food bank’s product. With no surplus from these grocery
stores, limited donations can be made.
Feeding America projects between 80,000 and 100,000 people will be food insecure in the coming
months here in Nebraska.
Suppliers only have so much and with the demand nation wide so high, food banks are swimming
with sharks in the sea of retail.
“Food we order now may take 4-6 weeks to show up at our food bank,” said Young. “So we have
great concern not only right now but in the coming months.”
300 people applied for SNAP benefits last week and he expects that number to rise quickly.  Find out
if you are eligible for SNAP.
Over the weekend, Grand Island held a food pickup site. The Food Bank of the Heartland packed 750
bags to give out. Over 1,000 people showed up. People left without food.
That is an issue Young wants to fix. He says now more than ever donations are needed. If you would
like to help click HERE.
By Lee Marion
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WJAG: Amount of food insecure people in Nebraska increasing
 
LINCOLN - With kids home and not at school and lots of parents without jobs, the amount of food
insecure people and families in Nebraska is projected to increase.
During the daily coronavirus press conference at the Capitol Monday Scott Young with the Food
Bank of Lincoln said Feeding America has anticipated a 45 percent increase in food insecure people
during the next six months.
Young said Nebraska currently has 223,000 food insecure people.
"One of our big challenges right now in food insecurity in Nebraska is that resources are going down
while the need is going up. The grocery stores where we pick up so much product, they're moving
everything they have and then some. The food pipelines are starting to get a little bit awkward and
are choking up a little bit in terms of demand across the country."
Young said food they order now takes four to six weeks to show up, so they are concerned about the
coming months and how this summer may impact food insecurity in the state.
In regards to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program also known as SNAP, Governor Pete
Ricketts said the state is extending the recertification period six months for anyone needing to
recertify in April or May.
By Cody Ronnfeldt
 


Daily Beast: Nebraskans in Virus Hot Zone ‘Terrified’ After Governor Rejects Stay-at-
Home Order
 
At home in Grand Island, Nebraska, retired cook Henry Anderson hears the sounds of growing panic
from the radio scanner that hangs from a nail on his living room wall.
On Friday morning, there was chatter about a young woman and her daughter who were sick but
also confused because they had not been around anyone infected with the new coronavirus. Earlier
in the week, he remembered, the scanner brought word of a man who tested negative when he first
fell ill but was now wondering if he should get retested because “it got all up in his lungs," and he
was pretty sure he had the virus.
“I get more news on the scanner than you do in the local newspaper,” Anderson, 64, told The Daily
Beast. “There’s all kinds of things you don’t hear about.”
A hundred miles away in Lincoln, there’s an almost eerie calm—at least publicly. 
Pete Ricketts has closed schools (even before New York City did), banned gatherings of 10 people or
more, and closed dine-in areas in restaurants—but he is one of only eight governors in the country
to resist a statewide stay-at-home order. The state’s May 12 primary is still on the books, and last
week, Ricketts was already talking about easing what restrictions are in place.
“Reopening sit-down restaurants and bars may be a part of that,” Ricketts, a conservative
Republican, said on Wednesday. “As we get into this toward the end of the month, we'll be re-
evaluating where we are with regard to where the virus is and making those decisions."
By the numbers, Nebraska is in better shape than most other places. With 871 COVID-19 infections
and 18 recorded coronavirus deaths, it’s in the bottom 10 states.
But Nebraska also ranks 43rd in the rate of testing, which means there could be many undetected
cases. Over the weekend, cases were reported for the first time in three more counties. And the
number of cases statewide shot up by 100—the biggest one-day total so far—between Saturday and
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Sunday.
In Grand Island, the numbers are worse, and some residents are bristling at the governor’s approach
to a pandemic that has killed over 23,000 Americans.
Hall County, which encompasses the city, has reported 197 COVID-19 cases—a per capita rate six
times the statewide average. There have been four deaths, according to the state health
department, and verified exposure in three nursing homes. Testing over the course of the last
several days showed a positive rate of 20 to 25 percent, according to health officials.
“Our numbers have been increasing rapidly,” Teresa Anderson, director of the Central District Health
Department, which oversees Hall and two other counties, said Monday. “Now we have to assume...
the COVID virus is everywhere.”
The local hospital, CHI Health St. Francis, had 11 inpatients with coronavirus last week. That was up
to 21 on Monday, with 13 of them in the ICU—which has only 13 ventilators. Anderson said it was
likely as the crisis progressed, some patients would have to be transferred elsewhere.
“We’ll continue to report on the numbers,” she said. “But they are not going to be good.” 
Grand Island, population 50,000, is not a center of political power like Lincoln or home to Fortune
500 headquarters like Omaha. It’s a blue-collar town that is one of the most diverse cities in the
state.
It’s not entirely clear how the outbreak started there. The first three cases were not related to each
other, had not traveled, and did not have close contact with any known carriers. 
Anderson of the Health Department said there were unfounded rumors it began at a quinceanera, or
a girl’s 15th birthday party; Grand Island is 31 percent Hispanic, according to census estimates.
“Everyone wants to look for something they can hang their hat on or something to blame but
scientifically it doesn’t bear out,” she said.
At least 28 of the infected work at the JBS meat-packing plant, which remains open—even as
another major local business, CNH Industrial, announced it was ceasing operations last week to
protect its workforce.
Anderson said health officials don’t know if COVID-19 was being spread from worker to worker at
JBS, which has 3,000 employees in Grand Island. “That’s the mystery. We don’t know exactly where
it’s getting picked up. It could be here, there, anywhere,” she said.
One thing that is clear: Many local officials and medical professionals wish Ricketts had issued a stay-
at-home order to send a message that social distancing is not simply a recommendation, but a
mandate.
Among other appeals, 45 Grand Island doctors signed a letter to the governor earlier this month,
asking him to relent. But even a face-to-face meeting with Ricketts didn’t budge him.
“There are many folks among us who believe that a shelter-in-place would be an effective way to
separate people for a two-week period, thereby reducing the spread,” Anderson said at a briefing
last week, after that meeting.
“And both the medical community, the mayor, and the public health requested that of the governor.
He doesn’t think this is the right time to do it—so that’s his responsibility.”
That doesn’t sit well with Henry Anderson, who was born with a lung disorder and would be at high
risk for complications if he was infected.
“You can thank Ricketts for that,” he said. “He’s just like Trump, he’s followed Trump, don’t matter if
it’s good for Nebraska or not.”
He added that when numbers were ticking up in Colorado last month, Gov. Jared Polis quickly shut
things down. “And what’d Ricketts do? Nothing… He’s not doing enough and hasn’t done it soon
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enough.”
One thing Ricketts did do was dispatch the National Guard to Grand Island for drive-through testing,
but the capacity is only 75 tests for each of five days. First responders and health-care professionals
got priority, followed by people in homeless shelters, and residents who have been diagnosed by
their doctors solely on the basis of their symptoms.
Those 375 tests did not begin to touch the demand in Grand Island. And without more testing,
authorities won’t know how many people are actually infected and what the health care
infrastructure could be facing in the coming weeks.
As Anderson, the health official, noted, because so few people have been tested, “a count of 60
[positive test results] turns into more like a count of 600 [actual infections].” 
Miguel Estevez, a mental health therapist at the Friendship House outpatient clinic, said his mother,
who was exposed to someone infected, is probably among the uncounted.
“My mom had all the symptoms, she had fever, she had all of that and they didn’t test her,” he said.
“She’s had the symptoms for the past week and a half. Other people from her friend group went to
the ER and they didn’t test them and it took them a couple tries to be like ‘I feel like shit,’ before
they actually tested them.”
CHI Health St. Francis said it expects to expand testing this week. President Ed Hannon told The Daily
Beast the hospital was at 50 percent capacity and can accommodate up to 150 patients. Although it
has just 13 ventilators, there are 14 other machines that can be repurposed if needed.
Hannon said he doesn’t think it will come to that. “This is working. We are not seeing the surge that
we have seen in other parts of the world or in New York City, because here in Nebraska we have
been staying home, social distancing,” he said.
But not everyone in Grand Island has been following the toothless recommendation. 
Jose Gaytan, 42, a self-employed construction worker, said he has been going to hardware stores to
buy supplies and finishing up jobs, although the coronavirus has spread enough that he plans to stop
working now.
A friend of his who works at JBS was sick with symptoms that jibe with COVID-19, though he has not
been tested, Gaytan said. Another JBS employee he knows was staying home but has returned to
work since more social-distancing measures were put in place. She eats in her car and heads into
work early so she doesn’t have to “bunch in with the whole crowd as they’re going in,” he explained.
Because JBS is part of the food-supply chain, it would be exempt from any stay-at-home order. “It’s
really important to understand that if the state went under lockdown, JBS would continue to
operate,” said Schuyler Geery-Zink, staff attorney for the Immigrants and Community Program at
Nebraska Appleseed, a workers’ justice nonprofit. 
In a statement, a JBS spokesperson told The Daily Beast, “The health and safety of our communities
and our team members providing food for us all during this unprecedented time remains our top
priority.” They went on to note “numerous safety measures, health protocols and worker benefits,”
including temperature testing employees, relaxed attendance and expanded paid-leave policies, the
provision of personal protective equipment (PPE), and more.
But fears in Grand Island aren’t tied to any single business. Gloria Sarmiento, a community organizer
for Nebraska Appleseed, said clients have been calling to say they want to stay home, but their
employers are staying open, leaving them no choice.
“It’s really hard for people to make those decisions,” she said. “[They say,] ‘I am afraid of work, but I
have to do it.’”
In an interview with the Omaha World Herald this weekend, Ricketts said he was keeping close
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watch on cases and was reassured that the numbers were not getting out of control.
“They are not going up at a geometric rate right now, and that’s really one of the keys,” he said.
But Estevez said that in Grand Island, there’s a nagging feeling that the situation is already worse
than the current numbers suggest—and is only going to intensify without more extreme restrictions.
“People are obviously just terrified,” he said.
By Marcella Mercer
 


LJS: Nebraska gets $378K per coronavirus patient in federal grants vs. New York's $12K,
analysis shows
 
Allocation of the first $30 billion in emergency federal grants to hospitals and doctors to fight the
coronavirus has favored states such as Nebraska over hard-hit New York when measured on a per-
capita basis, and that has triggered a national media storm.
A study by Kaiser Health News resulted in this headline in the Daily Beast that stirred internet traffic:
"Nebraska getting $300G in federal money for each coronavirus case while NY gets $12G."
That outcome resulted from a decision by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to
distribute the first $30 billion in a $100 billion emergency aid package designed to target grants to
hospitals and doctors on the basis of Medicare billings rather than the number of coronavirus cases.
HHS said it used that criteria to rush forward with initial payments as quickly as possible.
The next slice of the $100 billion in assistance will be targeted to areas that have been particularly
impacted by the virus and to rural hospitals.
The federal grants were approved by Congress "to prevent, prepare for and respond to coronavirus,"
with funding provided for protective equipment, testing supplies, extra employees and temporary
shelters.
The Kaiser study pointed to Minnesota, Nebraska and Montana as states that are particularly
advantaged by the initial allocation of funds. 
HHS "has failed to consider congressional intent" in distributing the first $30 billion by not
accounting for the number of cases hospitals are treating, New Jersey Sens. Bob Menendez and Cory
Booker and Rep. Bill Pascrell stated in a letter dispatched to HHS Secretary Alex Azar.  
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Nebraska reports 18th death from coronavirus; cases jump in Grand Island area
 
The number of people in Nebraska known to be infected by the coronavirus rose to 871 on Monday,
up 57 from the weekend. One new death was reported, bringing that total to 18.
In Iowa, 1,710 cases have been confirmed, up 123 from Sunday. Two more people died.
The Nebraska death involved a man in his 90s in Washington County, according to the Three Rivers
Public Health Department. His illness had previously been reported.
The new Nebraska numbers include a staggering increase in the Grand Island area. Since Friday,
cases have doubled from 103 to 211, according to the Central District Health Department.
Ten new cases of the coronavirus were reported Sunday and Monday in Douglas County, bringing
the county’s total to 245.
Douglas and Hall Counties lead the state in cases, followed by Adams, Lancaster and Sarpy Counties.
Four more cases were reported in Lancaster County, bringing that county’s total to 56.
In three of the new Douglas County cases, the people have been hospitalized. But plenty of hospital
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beds and ventilators remain available, according to figures provided by the Douglas County Health
Department.
As of Sunday evening, 38 people in Douglas County were hospitalized with the virus, and 599
medical surge beds remained available.
Of 392 ventilators available to area hospitals, 115 are in use, including 11 for confirmed COVID-19
patients, according to the Health Department.
The 10 new Douglas County cases are evenly divided between men and women, and the people
range in age from 28 to 72 years old.
Five of the people had contact with a known infected person, two cases have been confirmed to be
community-acquired, one is thought to be travel-related, and two remain under investigation.
The new cases in Lancaster County involve a woman in her 20s and three men in their 40s and 50s,
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said.
A total of seven new Lancaster County cases have been reported since the weekend. Of those cases,
five are known to be community spread cases. The total number of confirmed community spread
cases is now 37, Baird said.
In the Council Bluffs area, Pottawattamie County recorded its 13th case and first death Monday.
A woman between 61 and 80 years old with preexisting medical conditions became Pottawattamie
County’s first death from COVID-19, the illness caused by the coronavirus. Authorities have not been
able to figure out how she came in contact with the disease. She became ill on March 30 and had
been in intensive care since April 7.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


OWH: Coronavirus exposure possible in Atkinson after Red Cross blood drive worker
tests positive
 
A worker at an American Red Cross blood drive in Atkinson, Nebraska, tested positive for the
coronavirus, putting donors at a slight risk for exposure, the North Central District Health
Department said.
The blood drive in Atkinson, northwest of O’Neill, was held April 1, while the worker was
symptomatic, the health department said.
The Nebraska-Iowa Region of the American Red Cross, in a statement, said the employee last
worked April 3 and noticed a high temperature two days later. The organization was notified April 7
that she had tested positive for COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus.
The North Central District Health Department, Central District Health Department and the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services have been tracing potential contacts and reaching out to
blood donors and others who may have crossed paths with the worker. Officials there said they think
there is a low risk of exposure, because the worker told them that she wore a mask the entire time
during the blood drive.
“As the window for exposure ends on April 15, additional risk for COVID-19 to the greater
community as a result of this event remains extremely low,” state health officials said in a statement.
“Widespread testing is not warranted at this time because most donors and volunteers had very
limited, if any, exposure.”
Fourteen potential close contacts, including several other Red Cross workers, were identified and
contacted by the Red Cross on Friday. At that time, all were showing no symptoms and quarantining
at home.
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Because the quarantining will lead to some staffing shortages, some mobile blood drives are
canceled.
“Out of an abundance of caution, the Red Cross is notifying donors of possible exposure to the
coronavirus,” Red Cross spokesman Josh Murray said in a statement. “No blood donors have
contacted the Red Cross at this time to report any symptoms following their donation.”
The Red Cross has been asking people to continue donating blood throughout the coronavirus
pandemic while trying to reassure potential donors that the process is safe.
“Patients rely on the Red Cross to maintain the nation’s blood supply, so we are navigating this
challenging environment to do just that,” Murray said. “We want to emphasize that Red Cross staff
adhere to the highest standards of safety and infection control.”
The organization is spreading out donors at collection sites and checking the temperatures of staff
and donors before they enter a blood drive. Workers now must take their temperature before
coming to work at a blood drive or donation center, wear face masks and remain home if they
exhibit any symptoms of COVID-19.
By Erin Duffy
 


KNEB: Local Officials: New Rapid COVID-19 Tests May Take Time to be Available in
Panhandle
 
Health officials in the Nebraska Panhandle say it may be a while before we start to see the
availability of new rapid test kits just starting to roll out in a number of locations across the country.
Scotts Bluff County Health Director Paulette Schnell says State Epidemiologist Dr. Tom Safranek has
indicated there are differences between the new tests from Abbott compared to those conducted at
the state health lab.
“He’s addressed this specific test they do at the (State) Lab as being very sensitive,” says Schnell.
“There is the new test coming out, the Abbott test, it’s a 15-minute turnaround they’re hoping to
get. They’ve got the machines coming out, but the actual kits are slow in coming. But the sensitivity
for that one is lower.”
However, Schnell does say that once the Abbott test becomes more widely available, the faster
turnaround time for results would make them a good screening tool for use by health care
professionals.
By Scott Miller
 


LJS: Some meatpacking plants hit hard by COVID-19, others virtually unscathed
 
With more than 1,000 people processing chickens daily, Jessica Kolterman knew it was likely just a
matter of time before the coronavirus found its way into the workforce at the Lincoln Premium
Poultry plant in Fremont.
"With having around 1,100 employees, we fully anticipate that we could have a case at any point in
time," Kolterman, a spokeswoman for the Fremont-based company that provides broiler chickens to
Costco, said Monday morning.
That point in time came Monday afternoon, when the company reported its first case of COVID-19.
The employee, Kolterman said, works an evening shift and in a part of the building with fewer
people. They last reported for work April 8.
Kolterman said a deep clean of the facility has been scheduled, but work will continue.







Lincoln Premium Poultry joins a number of food processing plants across the country with COVID-19
cases.
But the virus' toll has not been consistent. Some plants have been hit hard, with dozens or even
hundreds of cases, while other plants have been virtually unscathed.
Take industry giant Smithfield, for example. The company Sunday announced that it will close its
pork plant in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, indefinitely starting Wednesday, after more than 200
workers were diagnosed with the disease. The plant employs about 3,700 people and processes
about 5% of the nation's pork supply.
Hall County, which has more cases than any other county in Nebraska except Douglas County, has
seen more than two dozen cases linked to the JBS beef plant in Grand Island, which has about 3,600
employees.
The Grand Island plant has remained open, but JBS on Friday said it would close its plant in Greeley,
Colorado, through Tuesday for deep cleaning. Three dozen employees of the plant have tested
positive for the virus, and two workers have died.
Over the weekend, the South Heartland District Health Department reported that 10 workers at the
Western Reserve beef facility in Hastings had tested positive.
With the exception of plants in the Tri-Cities area, there have been few reported cases linked to
meatpacking plants in Nebraska.
Pat Lopez, interim health director of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, said Monday
she's not aware of any cases linked to food processing businesses in the county.
Saline County, where Smithfield has a plant in Crete that employs about 2,000 workers, has yet to
report a positive case.
Kim Showalter, director of Public Health Solutions, the health department covering Fillmore, Gage,
Jefferson, Saline and Thayer counties, said she spoke to plant management as recently as Friday.
There also have not been any confirmed cases linked to the Cargill Meat Solutions plant in Schuyler,
said Julie McClure of the East Central District Health Department.
Tyson Foods, which closed a pork plant in Iowa last week after more than two dozen cases of the
virus, has not yet reported a similar outbreak in Nebraska, where it owns meatpacking plants in
Dakota City, Lexington, Madison and Omaha; poultry processing facilities in Waverly and Tecumseh;
and Cook's Hams in Lincoln.
Tyson did not respond to a request for comment, but in a blog post on its website, the company said
it has taken a number of measures to protect workers, including taking the temperature of
employees before they enter facilities and offering protective face shields to workers who request
them.
Cargill, which in addition to its plant in Schuyler owns one in Nebraska City, also did not respond to a
request for comment. Among the things it says it is doing to keep workers safe are temperature
testing, extra cleaning and sanitizing, prohibiting visitors and adopting social distancing practices.
Lincoln Premium Poultry has made many of the same moves, but Kolterman said another important
aspect of keeping workers safe is making sure they are informed.
"Education, education, education — we started communicating with our teams over a month ago on
best practices for hygiene, reminding them to stay home if they were sick, etc.," she said.
"Our leadership team is very hands-on and started spending even more time in the break rooms
during breaks, going table to table to answer questions and provide education," Kolterman said,
noting that the company also provided interpreters.
By Matt Olberding







 


LJS: Health director: Lincoln residents' actions have likely held down coronavirus cases
 
While other health departments in Nebraska have seen their number of confirmed cases skyrocket
in recent days, most notably Hall and Adams counties, Lincoln's early efforts to promote self-
quarantining and self-isolation have seemed to slow the spread of the virus locally, the director of
the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department said.
"We've been really fortunate, because people have been listening to that message: 'If you're not
feeling well, stay home and get in touch with your health care provider,'" interim health director Pat
Lopez said Monday. "We feel it's made a tremendous difference in the community in looking at how
many of the cases might be related to one another."
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services reported 57 confirmed cases of COVID-19
in Lancaster County as of 6 p.m. Monday, putting the state's second-most populous county fourth on
the list of confirmed cases in Nebraska.
On Monday, Hall County's state-reported total rose to 199 lab-confirmed cases out of 559 total
tests, while neighboring Adams County has 58 lab-confirmed cases from 247 total tests.
Lancaster County has reported 1,673 negative tests and has 15 pending at the Nebraska Public
Health Lab as of Monday evening, the local health department said.
Douglas County has the most confirmed cases in Nebraska, with 247 positive tests out of 3,232
people tested.
Lincoln Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird said while the city has relatively few positive cases compared with
others based on population, health officials do expect to see more cases in the coming days.
"We are continuing to see an increase in the ability to provide more testing in Lincoln," she said at an
afternoon news conference. "A major reason is drive-thru testing sites at Bryan Health's LifePointe
and CHI Health and North Star High School."
Bryan Health can test between 80 and 100 people daily, while CHI can perform about 30, the mayor
said.
Lincoln reported four more lab-confirmed cases of the coronavirus Monday.
According to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, two men in their 50s and another in
his 40s, as well as a woman in her 20s, were diagnosed with COVID-19, the disease caused by the
virus.
Five of the seven local cases reported over the weekend and on Monday are known to be
community-spread, the health department said, meaning it's not clear how those individuals
contracted the disease.
Lopez said Monday the vast majority of Lancaster County's coronavirus cases in the last week are the
result of community-spread.
"If you look back at our numbers from the last week, 90% of our cases were community-spread,"
Lopez said. "We feel it's very prevalent, and that's why we're urging people to stay home and stay
healthy."
Health officials are continuing to monitor 75 individuals who have reported symptoms related to
COVID-19 — which include fever, cough and shortness of breath — as well as trace the contacts of
those who have confirmed instances of the disease.
The efforts by individuals to stay at home whenever possible has led the health department to cease
reporting locations where others may have been exposed to an individual carrying the virus, Lopez
said. While those announcements could return, she said they were more effective earlier in the







outbreak.
Statewide, there are 871 total cases and 18 deaths as of Monday evening, including one death in
Lincoln.
By Chris Dunker
 


LJS: Report: Nebraska lost $63 million in March because of COVID-19
 
In March alone, Nebraska's economy is estimated to have taken a more than $63 million hit from the
coronavirus pandemic.
That's the conclusion of a report released Monday by two Nebraska economists in conjunction with
the Platte Institute, a Nebraska government-policy think tank.
The report, prepared by Creighton University economics professor Ernie Goss and Scott Strain,
senior economist at Goss & Associates and an adjunct professor at the College of Business
Administration at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, estimates that Nebraska lost more than
6,400 jobs in March, $17.2 million in wages and $2.2 million in self-employment income.
The report also estimates the state lost more than $3.1 million in state and local tax collections.
The report used modeling software to estimate the impacts, because very little hard data is available
yet. For example, March unemployment data for Nebraska won't be released until Friday.
The report estimates that the state's unemployment rate increased nearly 1 percentage point in
March, which would be the second-lowest increase in the country, trailing only Pennsylvania.
Since March 14, Nebraska has seen nearly 67,000 new claims for unemployment.
The report did not take into account any potential stimulus money that businesses or individuals in
the state may receive from the federal government.
Sen. Deb Fischer said in a news release Monday that as of April 7, nearly 8,000 small businesses in
Nebraska had applied for loans through the U.S. Small Business Administration, totaling about $1.5
billion.
Sarah Curry, policy director for the Platte Institute, said in a letter accompanying the report that the
"major impact" of the virus on Nebraska's economy is likely to be in April, and that the group plans
to update the report as more economic data becomes available.
By Matt Olberding
 


LJS: Nebraska livestock auctions strive to keep supply of meat moving
 
COLUMBUS — Longtime Columbus Sales Pavilion Inc. owner Travis Bock feels caught between a rock
and a hard place.
On one hand, the business provides livestock auctions for farmers to market their cattle, and in turn,
it supports the local economy by helping supply meat and employing people. On the other, the
COVID-19 pandemic has drastically affected his business’ profits and caused some stress.
“Our numbers have been cut 60%-70% in the last three weeks,” Bock said.
And Bock has heard some questions within the community as to why the business remains open.
Bock reasons Columbus Sales Pavilion is an essential business. In essence, it’s selling cattle from
producers to buyers as part of the farm-to-food process. Several steps later, meat is sold to the
grocery stores, which then sell it to consumers.
“We’re that first part of the service industry,” Bock said, noting the role livestock markets across the
state play. “By the governor of Nebraska, we are labeled as an essential business for the trade and
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sale of livestock for the food chain.”
That said, things have changed to follow all protocols as outlined by state officials amid the 
pandemic.
No spectators or sellers are attending sales, only registered buyers. And those buyers must maintain
6 feet of separation.
The cafe is closed, and officials have added several hand-sanitizer stations.
The Columbus business has auctions every Thursday (stocker and feeder cattle) and Friday (bulls and
slaughter cows) and on alternating Tuesdays (sheep, goats, feeder pigs and slaughter hogs).
Bock said before the pandemic, an auction would average 120-140 people. Last Thursday, it had 16
people in attendance.
The loss in revenue is a challenge, even as the auctions continue. Bock has six full-time employees
and 15 part-time employees he’s also trying to support under the circumstances.
“We’ve cut back on help and have only certain people coming in at certain times, limiting staff,” he
said. "I want to keep food on the tables for employees; I’m trying hard not to let any of them go.”
Gary Hines, a longtime auctioneer, said it’s a trying time for the livestock auction business.
“Our receipts are definitely lower, and the market has dropped considerably,” Hines said. “But we’re
an instrumental part of the business and keeping food on the table for the public. We sell a lot of
cows here.”
Livestock auctions in Columbus and across the state have the support of Nebraska leaders.
“Nebraska’s livestock industry plays a critical role in the food production system for our state and
nation," Nebraska Department of Agriculture Director Steve Wellman said. "We need to ensure that
agriculture doesn’t stop so that commerce can keep moving and we can continue to produce quality
meat products.”
Bock’s great-grandfather, Marion H. Van Berg, started the business in 1933. He’s now the fourth
generation of the family to own and operate it, noting he takes the family legacy very seriously. It’s
undoubtedly a trying time, but he’s determined to make the most of it for his hometown.
Said Bock: “I’ve never seen anything like this in my lifetime.”
By Matt Lindberg
 


AP: Feds: Online drug dealer planned to bomb Nebraska pharmacy
 
FALLS CHURCH, Va. — A Maryland man who operated an online drug dealing website engaged in
extensive plans to bomb and burn down a competing pharmacy in Nebraska, an FBI agent testified
Monday.
At a hearing in federal court in Alexandria, Virginia, the agent testified that William Burgamy, 32, of
Hanover, Maryland, was getting his supply of drugs from a pharmacist in Nebraska. Under the plan
discussed in a journal and text messages, Burgamy and his supplier pharmacist reasoned that if the
competing pharmacy were destroyed, Burgamy's pharmacist would pick up new customers and
could then increase his supply to Burgamy without attracting suspicion, authorities said.
“The defendant is a dangerous and volatile individual who schemed to blow up that pharmacy using
Molotov cocktails,” prosecutor Raj Parekh said.
Neither the testimony nor the court documents specified the Nebraska town or towns where the
pharmacies were located.
During a two-hour detention hearing conducted by conference call, FBI agent Samad Shahrani said
that a search of Burgamy's home found eight loaded weapons in his residence. Text messages







showed that he made a list of needed equipment that included body armor, weapons, bottles,
lighter fluid and other materials. Last month his pharmacist gave him a map that could be used to
plot his getaway after bombing the rival pharmacy, Shahrani testified.
U.S. Magistrate Judge Michael Nachmanoff ordered Burgamy to remain in jail pending trial after
Monday's detention hearing.
Public defender Elizabeth Mullin had argued Burgamy should be released pending trial, saying that
his talk about firebombing a pharmacy was just hyperbole. She also said pretrial detention should be
used sparingly because jails can be a particular risk for spreading the coronavirus.
Burgamy “does not have an unrequited thirst for violence,” Mullin said.
Burgamy was arrested last week on charges of illegal drug distribution and money laundering after
prosecutors accused him of selling large-scale quantities of narcotics and other drugs over the
internet.
An FBI affidavit states Burgamy operated a business on the Darknet called NeverPressedRX that sold
oxycodone and other narcotics over the internet without a prescription.
Court papers do not specify the volume of transactions, but show Burgamy regularly exchanged
thousands of dollars worth of Bitcoin used in the purchases for U.S. currency.
Burgamy boasted on his vendor page late last month that, “Even with Corona Virus the shop is
running at full speed,” according to the affidavit.
By Matt Barakat
 


OWH Editorial: Packing plants are at threat from virus; all precautions are needed
 
Most Americans rightly regard the ready availability of food as a given part of life. But the threat
from the coronavirus now extends, to a degree, even to the U.S. food supply, as some packing plants
are idled due to the virus threat to workers. This week, Smithfield Foods announced that due to the
virus outbreak among workers, it’s temporarily shutting its massive pork-processing plant in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, which the company says provides 4% to 5% of the nation’s pork supply.
Other major U.S. meat and poultry processors, including Tyson Foods, Cargill and JBS USA, have idled
some of their plants in other states.
This virus threat is multi-pronged. It’s a threat to the plant workers themselves, in terms of their
health, and to the general public, in terms of potential virus spread to the broader community. In
Sioux Falls, 238 of the Smithfield plant’s 3,700 employees have active cases of the coronavirus,
accounting for 55% of South Dakota’s total. In Grand Island, as of Thursday, 28 workers at the JBS
USA beef plant had tested positive for the coronavirus, representing a quarter of the 105 confirmed
cases in the Grand Island area. The plant is Grand Island’s largest employer.
This threat also extends to the nation’s consumers, in terms of food supply reliability, and to
agricultural producers, in terms of lower prices they may receive for their beef, chicken or pork.
In announcing the temporary shuttering of the Sioux Falls plant, Smithfield Foods CEO Kenneth
Sullivan stated: “The closure of this facility, combined with a growing list of other protein plants that
have shuttered across our industry, is pushing our country perilously close to the edge in terms of
our meat supply. It is impossible to keep our grocery stores stocked if our plants are not running.”
The needed response is implementation of hygiene protections within the plants as much as
possible, plus stepped-up outreach to workers and their communities. Health authorities, for
example, are expanding their virus information outreach to Grand Island’s Hispanic community,
which provides a large number of the JBS plant’s workers.







Such efforts are vital to ensure the proper functioning of the packing sector during this emergency
period. The more successful these actions are, the better for workers, American consumers and
Midlands ag producers.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Let's nurture and promote Nebraska's economic innovation
 
The writer is chairman and CEO of Cquence Health Group, an Aksarben governor and committee
chair of the Nebraska Tech Collaborative.
Many Nebraskans were likely surprised to see the University of Nebraska Medical Center featured in
the likes of the New York Times, Esquire and CNN for its groundbreaking research and quarantine
efforts in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Perhaps you can attribute this to our humble
Midwestern roots, where we’re quick to acknowledge the work of others and yet downplay the
exciting, innovative work accomplished by Nebraska businesses and educational institutions.
It is important that Nebraskans, and those thinking of moving to Nebraska, know of our state’s key
role in business incubation, architecture, technological development and yes, fighting pandemics.
Having a reputation for innovation across a variety of fields greatly enhances our state’s ability to
recruit and retain talented individuals, the key drivers of the economy who will become our most
vital resource as our nation heals from the scars inflicted upon us by the coronavirus.
As committee chair of the Nebraska Tech Collaborative, an Aksarben Foundation workforce
initiative, I’ve seen firsthand the need to keep our best and brightest in state, as well as to showcase
the monumental work that has the potential to make Nebraska a magnet for top talent.
If anything, the coronavirus pandemic has emphasized these needs even more. There will soon be a
time when we’re rebuilding from this tragedy, and every state, Nebraska included, will rely on the
most creative among us to restore the jobs pipeline, to develop new ideas that spring into
tomorrow’s most popular enterprises and to keep the wheels of progress moving thanks to the
combined efforts of tech start-ups and industry icons alike.
The coronavirus is a crucible, but it’s one our civic-minded business leaders can and should confront
by asking a series of questions.
When so many companies are being forced to lay off or furlough workers, how can we use a
combination of private and public resources to protect, and even hire, employees while pushing our
technologies and our business strategies forward? How can we make sure budding entrepreneurs
still have the avenues to create brand-new companies that provide a vital economic engine to our
state? And how can we ensure that we use this time to draw a more diverse employee base into the
fold, benefiting from their skills and fresh ideas?
Can we recognize that this isn’t the time to fall back on the same playbook, but to expand our
outreach efforts to previously overlooked communities so that we don’t repeat the mistakes of
decades past?
Finally, we must make sure the incredible work being done in Nebraska, from UNMC to so many
other exceptional endeavors, isn’t being overlooked. The state of Nebraska can compete with
anyone when it comes to ingenuity, hard work and dedication to our fellow man. This is the time for
leaders from all sectors to recommit to our values, for the good of our state and the people within it.
By Mike Cassling
 


LJS Local View: Bringing Nebraska together
 







Dear rural Nebraska,
I am reaching out to you in an effort to plant a seed. I am urban and mostly African-American. During
this stressful period of disease and viruses, I’ve had the time to realize more so who I am and who
you are.
I have discovered that you and I have so much in common, while ridiculously separated by distance,
sometimes color, sometimes race, sometimes political persuasion, my reflection has taught me the
truth of the matter. That truth is that we both have the virtue of fertile ground and an abundance of
seeds. So, what shall we do?
We both have the challenges of mass unemployment, before and during the virus, minimal and
reducing investments in our relative communities, mistaken perceptions about each other, love and
faith in God, and we share love of life, family and community in the tragedy of the coronavirus evil.
The virus defines us not as rural or urban but only as potential victims. We have survived years of
slavery and racism; you have drought, insects and flooding. We both have survived. But we remain
together in our preparation to plant our seeds, and we are united in our desire for our seeds to yield
a better future.
So, my question is how on earth could we be divided? We have more in common than we have
differences, yet we haven’t acted like we have more in common. We have wasted so many years and
generations relishing in our differences. We have not used our abundance of common seeds.
We’ve pointed our fingers at each other. We’ve voted differently. We have exaggerated our
differences. Yet when we have come face-to-face, we have seen with our own eyes our
commonality, and now, thanks to this horrible virus, we sit at home in our little-bitty silos and
realize, “Oh, my God, we have a common humanity. We have so much in common. We are
neighbors despite distance, and we are joined by our love of our families, our communities, our
state, our Huskers, our corn, our soybeans and our large buildings and abundant busy 'urbanness.'"
Did you know that one of the fastest growing phenomena in urban life is urban gardens? Did you
know that we love and adore our elderly? Did you know that we have the uniqueness of having
international cultures within our grasp? I say, during this time, we should pick up our respective
plows and plant the seeds of togetherness, unity and a bright future.
The time has come for Nebraskans, rural and urban, to come together and fight for communities'
needed capital and resources for now and for future. Fight separate, we lose. Someone once said, “A
house divided against itself cannot stand.” Failure on either side will be failure for both sides. We
need each other. Let’s plant and let’s yield together, forever.
Sincerely,
Your Urban Neighbor
Preston Love Jr. is founder and CEO of Black Votes Matter Institute of Community Engagement and
adjunct professor in the Black Studies Department at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.
Correction
This column has been updated to correct that the email from Sen. Adam Morfeld and the Nebraska
Democratic Party was not a fundraising effort. Additionally, it has been updated to clarify that any
information on Hendrix offered by Morfeld came from public social media posts.  
 


GII: Wrong approach taken against the coronavirus
 
We, Sen. Steve Erdman (LD47) and Sen. Steve Halloran (LD33), have received numerous emails,
phone calls and text messages concerning the coronavirus. They are all very similar in nature. The







details may change a little, but the message is usually the same: “If these restrictions continue, my
business will close and never reopen.”
Cattlemen and feedlot operators share with us their stories about not being able to sell their
fattened cattle, and when they do get an offer, they usually lose more than $500 per head.
In this article we will share with you some revolutionary information about how to deal with viruses,
including the coronavirus. This information will be difficult for many to accept, but it is the truth. We
regret that fear and panic have directed our policies in the past, but a fundamental change is now
needed in how we deal with the coronavirus. There is a way back to normalcy, but it does not
include waiting for a vaccine, shutting down schools and businesses, and doling out another stimulus
package.
We may, by the end of the year, look back and see that influenza has killed more people than COVID-
19. While that fact remains to be seen, our nation’s leading experts on COVID-19 are beginning to
say similar things. For instance, Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, stated last week, “Although one of the original models projected 100,000 to
200,000 deaths…those numbers are going to be downgraded.” The original models used by Dr. Fauci
were flawed because they already had mitigation measures factored into them. To be sure, the Act
Now model and the IHME model, which are both based on U.S. data, instead of overseas data, now
predict the final death toll to be somewhere around 61,000 deaths.
Because these new U.S. models are downgrading the projected death toll, the question is now being
asked about whether federal, state and local governments overreacted to the threat of the
coronavirus. One such person is Alex Berenson, a Yale graduate and former pharmaceutical reporter
for the New York Times. Before the new U.S. models were released last week, Berenson Tweeted,
“This isn’t complicated. The models don’t work. The hospitals are empty. WHY ARE WE STILL
TALKING ABOUT LOCKDOWNS?”
An early-on, more targeted approach to combating the coronavirus would have been a better
approach for the country to take rather than the lockdowns that the current mitigation policy calls
for. For instance, isolating those individuals who are most at risk, banning large gatherings, and
concentrating our efforts on hot spots, such as New York City, are three things which could have
been done while the rest of the country continued to go to work and school. Instead, the lockdowns
have devastated our economy, set our students back, and made the cure worse than the disease.
The genie has now been let out of the bottle, and there is no way to get her back in. Another ardent
critic of the current mitigation policy is Dr. Knutt Wittkowski, former head of the Department of
Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Research Design at the Rockefeller University in New York City.
Wittkowski exposed the fact that both China and South Korea had already reached their peak
numbers of cases before they began implementing their mitigation procedures. In effect, nature had
already run its course before these two countries began their new mitigation policies.
Wittkowski said flattening the curve is the wrong way to defeat the coronavirus, because it only
prolongs the inevitable. According to Wittkowski, “With all respiratory diseases, the only thing that
stops the disease is herd immunity.”
Herd immunity is achieved by allowing those who are less vulnerable in society to interact with the
disease. According to Wittkowski, approximately 80 percent of the population needs to come into
contact with the virus before herd immunity can be achieved. The population as a whole must
develop its own immunity to the coronavirus. Few of these individuals will ever experience
symptoms worthy of hospitalization because they lack the preconditions for a serious illness.
However, by keeping schools, hospitals and businesses open, but separating the elderly and those







with certain medical conditions, herd immunity can be achieved and the coronavirus defeated in
about four weeks. As Wittkowski said about the coronavirus, “… it will go on forever unless we let it
go.”
We agree with Wittkowski’s analysis. The coronavirus will continue to spread across the country,
despite our feeble attempts to try to contain it. Herd immunity is the only way to defeat COVID-19
once and for all. Moreover, the current mitigation policies have led to 13 percent unemployment, a
5,000 point drop in the Dow Jones Industrial Average, a potential 40 percent drop in the GDP, and a
$2 trillion dollar bailout package from the Federal Reserve. Ian Goldin, an economist with the New
York Times warned us back on March 16 that the U.S. economy would never be able to survive the
coronavirus, and he was right.
If Nebraska continues to operate within its current mitigation policy, civil unrest will eventually
ensue. All life is sacred and valuable, but Nebraskans also need to re-open their businesses, go back
to work, go back to school, and get the elective surgeries they need. What better time to get elective
surgery and recuperate than while businesses are shut down? But, we cannot afford to go another
day with this current failed policy. Historically, civilized societies have crumbled from failed
economies, leaving them vulnerable to attack from enemies, but they did not dissipate from
diseases. You may not agree with our analysis, but we believe this is the conversation we should now
be having.
Sen. Steve Halloran of Hastings represents District 33 and Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard represents
District 47 in the Nebraska Legislature.
 


AP: As nations talk of reopening, health officials fear flare-ups
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — New York's coronavirus death toll topped 10,000 even as the lack of fresh hot
spots in the U.S. or elsewhere in the world yielded a ray of optimism and fueled discussions Monday
about how some places might begin to reopen.
The brunt of the disease has been felt most heavily in New York, Italy, France, Spain and the United
Kingdom, but grim projections of a virus that would spread with equal ferocity to other corners of
America and the world have not yet materialized after more than a month of measures meant to
blunt its impact. Even so, the worldwide death toll surpassed 2 million Monday.
The death toll in populous states such as Florida and Pennsylvania was on par with some individual
counties outside New York City. Houston, the nation's fourth-largest city and a hub for immigrant
communities and business travelers in the energy industry, has been largely spared compared to
other parts of the U.S. As Colorado deaths surpassed 300 Monday, Gov. Jared Polis compared that
figure to New York's thousands and called it "a tragic indication of our success in Colorado."
Officials around the world worried that halting quarantine and social-distancing measures could
easily undo the hard-earned progress that those steps have achieved in slowing the spread.
Still, there were signs that countries were looking in that direction. Spain permitted some workers to
return to their jobs, while a hard-hit region of Italy loosened its lockdown restrictions. Governors on
both coasts of the U.S. announced that they would join forces to come up with a coordinated
reopening plan at some point, setting the stage for a potential conflict with President Donald Trump,
who asserted that he is the ultimate decision-maker for determining how and when to reopen.
Trump continued those assertions during an afternoon White House briefing Monday, pushing back
against reporters' questions about whether the president or governors have the authority to ease
the restrictions. He said that his administration has "a very good relationship" with the governors but







that "the federal government has absolute power" in that decision-making process if it chooses to
exercise it.
Trump can use his bully pulpit to pressure states to act or threaten them with consequences, but the
Constitution gives public health and safety responsibilities primarily to state and local officials.
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf, a Democrat, said, "Seeing how we had the responsibility for closing the
state down, I think we probably have the primary responsibility for opening it up."
Wolf joined governors in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Delaware and Rhode Island in agreeing
to coordinate their actions. The governors of California, Oregon and Washington announced a
similar pact. While each state is building its own plan, the three West Coast states have agreed to a
framework under which they will work together, put their residents' health first and let science guide
their decisions.
At Monday's briefing, U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said he expects more than 80 million
Americans will have tax rebates directly deposited into their bank accounts by Wednesday. Under
the program, single filers will receive $1,200 and joint filers $2,400, though the payments phase out
at higher incomes. The rebates are aimed at boosting the economy as the country responds to the
coronavirus.
New York saw a few positive signs Monday even as it reached another bleak milestone. It marked
the first time in a week that the daily toll dipped below 700. Almost 2,000 people were newly
hospitalized with the virus Sunday, though once discharges and deaths were accounted for, the
number of people hospitalized has flattened to just under 19,000.
"This virus is very good at what it does. It is a killer," Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Monday.
In the U.S., about half of the more than 22,000 deaths reported are in the New York metropolitan
area. Meanwhile, tracking maps maintained by Johns Hopkins University showed a dense patchwork
of coronavirus cases along the Northeast corridor, as well as significant outbreaks corresponding to
other major metropolitan areas — though nothing on the scale of what New York has endured.
Houston's 18 total deaths since the start of the outbreak make up a tiny fraction of the one-day toll
in New York City, prompting Mayor Sylvester Turner to say the city was achieving its goal of slowing
"the progression of this virus so that our health care delivery system would not be overwhelmed."
Dr. Sebastian Johnston, a professor of respiratory medicine at Imperial College London, said it
appeared that COVID-19 had peaked in much of Europe, including France, Spain, Germany, Italy and
the U.K. He was worried the virus might now start to take off in countries across Latin America,
Africa and Southeast Asia. There's also concern about Russia.
Hot spots may yet emerge as states lift stay-at-home orders, said Dr. Christopher Murray, director of
the University of Washington institute that created widely cited projections of virus-related deaths.
He pointed to states where the number of COVID-19 cases is still climbing: Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, Texas and Florida.
"Don't consider relaxing social distancing in the near term," Murray said he'd advise leaders in those
states. "You need to stay the course."
To date, infections in some areas of the U.S. have taken off like sparks starting fires, while others
have sputtered out. Trevor Bedford, whose lab at Seattle's Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
has been tracking the pandemic using the virus's genetic code, acknowledges it's a "dice roll" that
makes it hard to predict hot spots.
And when restrictions are eased, people will not immediately dive back into their social connections,
at least not without precautions, Bedford said.
A study released Monday by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, relying on data from







mobile devices in New Orleans, New York City, San Francisco and Seattle, suggested that social-
distancing policies prompted more people to stay at home in March and probably curbed spread of
the virus.
Researchers say people increasingly left their devices, and themselves, at home as cities, states and
the federal government adopted increasingly restrictive closures and social distancing policies.
The report "provides some very early indications that these measures might help slow the spread of
COVD-19," the authors said.
In some European countries, officials pointed to positive signs as they began prepping for the
reopening of largely shuttered economies and industries.
Italian authorities said Monday that the 3,153 new coronavirus cases were the fewest in weeks.. The
daily death toll of 566, however, was up from the 431 new deaths registered on Sunday.
Slightly eased restrictions were about to take effect in some parts of Italy, such as allowing stores
selling necessities for newborns to reopen.
The hard-hit Veneto region, which has been credited with a rapid response to the virus that has
helped limit the number of fatalities. is entering a phase the governor, Luca Zaia, termed ''lockdown
light.''
Zaia is allowing residents to go venture about 200 yards from home for physical fitness and
permitting open-air markets, under a new ordinance taking effect Tuesday. The ordinance makes
masks or other face coverings mandatory everywhere outside the home.
 


AP: Sailor dies of virus; a spit test shows promise; 50th state has a death
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Navy says an aircraft carrier crew member who was hospitalized in
intensive care on the island of Guam last week has died of what officials called COVID-19-related
complications.
The sailor was among nearly 600 crewmembers of the USS Theodore Roosevelt to have tested
positive for the new coronavirus.
In announcing the death on Monday, the Navy said the sailor had been found "unresponsive" during
an April 9 medical check while in isolation on Guam. The Navy said fellow sailors and an onsite
medical team at the house in which the sailor was staying administered CPR.
The Navy says the sailor was then moved to an intensive care unit at a local hospital. It did not
identify the sailor.
The Roosevelt aircraft carrier pulled into port at Guam on March 27, shortly after the first
coronavirus cases on board were detected.
The Roosevelt has been in a coronavirus crisis that prompted the Navy's civilian leader, Thomas
Modly, to fire the ship's captain on April 2. Five days later, after having flown to the ship and
delivered a speech in which he insulted the skipper, Capt. Brett E. Crozier, and criticized the crew for
supporting Crozier, Modly resigned.
FINAL STATE
A Wyoming man has become the state's first person to die of the coronavirus.
For almost two weeks, Wyoming was the only U.S. state without known deaths from the virus
causing the COVID-19 illness. The Johnson County man's death was announced Monday by the
Wyoming Department of Health.
Theman had health conditions that put him at higher risk of complications from the virus.
A SPIT TEST







Rutgers University researchers have received U.S. government clearance for the first saliva test to
help diagnose COVID-19, a new approach that could help expand testing options and reduce risks of
infection for health care workers.
The Food and Drug Administration authorized the test under its emergency powers to quickly clear
new tests and therapies to fight the outbreak, the New Jersey university said Monday. The test
initially will be available through hospitals and clinics affiliated with the school.
The current approach to screening for COVID-19 requires health care workers to take a swab from a
patient's nose or throat. With the new saliva-based test, patients are given a plastic tube into which
they spit several times. They then hand the tube back to the health care worker for laboratory
processing.
13 FEET
According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, new research of air samples of
hospitals with coronavirus patients found the virus can travel up to 13 feet.
The researchers, from the Academy of Military Medical Sciences in Beijing, tested surface and air
samples from hospital units that housed coronavirus patients in Wuhan between Feb. 19 and March
2.
The highest concentrations of the virus were on floors, doorknobs, bed rails and trash cans.
The researchers also found that small concentrations virus-laden aerosols could remain suspended
in the air as far as 13 feet away from the infected person. It it not confirmed that the virus is being
spread through aerosols.
The new study was published Friday in Emerging Infectious Diseases, a CDC journal.
IMMUNITY
Scientists at the World Health Organization say they still do not have enough information to know if
people are immune to subsequent COVID-19 infections once they have recovered from the disease.
At a briefing on Monday, WHO emergencies chief Dr. Mike Ryan said that they assume people who
have survived the new coronavirus and have a detectable level of antibodies should have some level
of protection, but that "we just don't know what that period of time is."
He said scientists can make estimates based on immunity from other coronaviruses, but that even
that data is quite limited.
BRITAIN
The British government's chief scientific adviser has warned that the U.K.'s daily death toll from
coronavirus will likely rise this week before plateauing for potentially two to three weeks, and then
subsequently declining.
Patrick Vallance said at the government's daily press briefing that the U.K. is tracking behind Italy,
the European country with the highest death toll from COVID-19, and "following the same sort of
path."
MEXICO
Health workers briefly blocked a street in Mexico City on Monday to demand more protective gear
as their hospital receives more patients suffering from COVID-19.
Dozens of nurses, doctors and other personnel from the October 1 Hospital carried handwritten
signs and shouted for assistance.
 


AP: Coronavirus relief starts to flow to small businesses; more than 941,000 loans OK'd
so far
 







NEW YORK (AP) — The flow of money to small businesses under the government’s $349 billion
coronavirus relief plan is picking up momentum, although many company owners are still waiting.
Money that was held up by technological and legal problems and the sheer volume of
applications began arriving in companies’ bank accounts at the end of last week. The Small Business
Administration reported Monday afternoon that more than 941,000 applications had been approved
for over $226 billion from the Paycheck Protection loan program.
The money Amy Power received will go toward paying the eight staffers of her Dallas-based public
relations company. Revenue is down more than 12% at The Power Group, whose clients include
restaurants hit by the virus outbreak.
“I want to get through this and retain my people,” Power said.
The loans of up to $10 million at an interest rate of 1% carry the promise of forgiveness if the money
is used for retaining staffers or rehiring those who have been laid off. They also can be used for rent,
mortgage interest and utilities.
Senators made no progress Monday on coming up with a spending package to shore up funding for
the loan program.
The Paycheck Protection program so far hasn’t lived up to expectations raised by Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin, who said in announcing the program that owners could get loan money the same
day they applied. But neither the SBA nor banks could turn around hundreds of thousands of loans in
a matter of days, let alone hours.
The money was arriving as the first economic impact payments under the government’s $2 trillion
relief package were starting to land in Americans’ bank accounts. Any adult earning up to $75,000 in
adjusted gross income who has a valid Social Security number will receive a $1,200 payment.
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TV and Radio
KMTV: Gov. Ricketts says he's not releasing inmates early due to COVID-19
KETV: Gov. Ricketts rejects push to release inmates early in light of COVID-19
KETV: 'We're taking every step possible to stop the spread of the coronavirus,' NE Corrections
Director says
KLKN: NCDHH insures the deaf community has signing for COVID-19 briefings
WOWT: Papillion hotel helps medical staff find rest during pandemic
NCN: Senior care facilities put out plea for temporary workers
NET: Part Of Medicaid Expansion Delayed; Frakes And Ricketts Argue Against Early Prison Releases
NET: How Rural Schools Are Feeding Kids During The COVID-19 Pandemic
NET: Isolation From Coronavirus Affecting People With Mental Health And Addiction Problems
NET: Pandemic Changes Services For Special Needs Children
NET: With COVID-19, Nebraska National Guard Takes New Role: Flu Testing
 
Governor
OWH: Gov. Ricketts, election chief confident Nebraska primary won't be repeat of Wisconsin
OWH: No stay-at-home order? Nebraska still rates well in coronavirus cases and deaths
Kearney Hub: Central Nebraska Veterans' Home member among five new COVID-19 cases
OWH: Coronavirus testing in Nebraska has lagged that of some states, but so have cases — and
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OWH: Gov. Ricketts, election chief confident Nebraska primary won't be repeat of
Wisconsin
 
This week, the world watched as Wisconsin voters stood for hours in long lines to cast ballots during
a pandemic.
Nebraska is next in line May 12, when polling places open for the state’s primary election. Officials
are pressing Nebraskans to vote early by mail, but they still expect thousands to head to the polls on
Election Day.
The Cornhusker State remains an outlier by proceeding as scheduled with in-person voting. At last
count, 16 states had postponed primaries due to COVID-19.
Nebraska Democratic Party chairwoman Jane Kleeb criticized the state for moving forward with in-
person voting, calling the decision “reckless.”
“We shouldn’t put us in the position of Wisconsin, where we have to make a late decision (about
voting) and there is confusion,” Kleeb said.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said late Friday afternoon that Nebraskans have voted through wars and previous
pandemics. The state is not going to disenfranchise voters, he said. It will let them vote. State
Republican Party leaders agreed.
Secretary of State Bob Evnen said Nebraska will not face the same fate as Wisconsin.
Nebraska has a month longer to prepare and faces no similar confusion from state leaders about







whether its May election will happen.
Wisconsin scrambled to staff and open polling places after the state’s conservative-led Supreme
Court declined to delay the election, despite a stay-at-home order and changes sought by the state’s
Democratic governor.
In Nebraska, most of the state’s regular polling sites will be open and staffed, Evnen said. Part of
Wisconsin’s problems on Tuesday involved its need, at the last second, to condense polling sites
serving towns the size of Grand Island into one or two sites.
“That’s not going to happen here,” Evnen said.
A big reason: Nebraska’s county clerks and election commissioners have been working diligently to
recruit the three-plus poll workers each precinct needs, he said.
In addition, Ricketts and Evnen are asking as many people as possible to vote by mail.
The State of Nebraska, following efforts by Douglas, Sarpy and Lancaster Counties, has mailed every
registered voter in all 93 counties an application to request a mail-in ballot.
About 200,000 registered Nebraskans have already responded with ballot requests, Evnen said. That
puts the state on pace for a high-turnout primary, from home.
In Douglas County alone, more people have requested ballots this year than have voted in any
Omaha-area primary election on record, Election Commissioner Brian Kruse said.
“The numbers are indicating that the vast majority of individuals are going to be voting by mail,”
Kruse said. “It is our hope that it’s a very, very quiet Election Day at the polls.”
Nebraska also has the ability under state law to draft poll workers, just as it can draft jurors for jury
duty. No other state has that power, based on legal research by the National Conference of State
Legislatures, spokesman Matt Bullock said.
Drafted poll workers make up nearly half of the 1,400 people needed for a typical primary in Douglas
County. The rest sign up to help. Kruse expects a similar split this year.
Before COVID-19 hit, Sarpy County had already decided to draft poll workers for the first time in
years, said Michelle Andahl, Sarpy’s election commissioner. The growing county needed more help,
she said, so it sent notices in early March to roughly 100 people.
Sarpy expects to need about 500 workers to staff polling sites in places like Papillion, La Vista,
Bellevue and Gretna, she said.
Counties across the state are asking people to sign up to be poll workers because as many as 1 in 3
poll workers are bowing out in some locations, The World-Herald has learned.
Retiree Bob Monaco has been a poll worker for a quarter-century. But this May, Monaco won’t
report to the Bellevue polling place near Fontenelle Forest where he regularly worked.
The 80-year-old has an autoimmune disorder, the kind of secondary health condition that public
health experts say puts him at greater risk of the novel coronavirus.
“We want to be real careful about preserving the right to vote,” Monaco said. “By the same token,
it’s tough to put yourself at risk for such a devastating illness.”
Evnen said he’s hopeful most counties won’t have to draft poll workers because Nebraskans are
looking for ways to help their neighbors.
“This is an opportunity for us to begin developing the next generation of poll workers,” Evnen said.
State and local election officials are pushing for help from younger, healthy poll workers, and many
officials say they are seeing a bumper crop of first-time volunteers.
One of those new poll workers is Elkhorn-area resident Isabelle Lu, an 18-year-old freshman
psychology major who is home from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Her mom mentioned the state was looking for poll workers to help replace people from more







vulnerable groups, including the elderly and those with health conditions.
Lu contacted the Douglas County Election Commission and found out how to apply and train as a
poll worker online. This May, she will work at an Omaha polling site.
“It makes me feel really proud,” Lu said. “It’s a reminder that the younger generation and the
younger people have more importance than some people say they do.”
Poll workers are protected under state and federal law from having to use sick or vacation time to
participate. Most will work a long day, from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., officials said.
Nebraska pays its poll workers at least an hourly minimum wage. Potential volunteers can contact
their local county’s election office, officials say.
But not everybody has a choice of whether to serve.
One of the people summoned this year was Gretna resident Andy Herrmann, 37, who sells medical
equipment for cancer patients. He said most times he would be happy to help.
But during a global pandemic, Herrmann faced a choice between serving and risking his family’s
health, or not serving and facing a possible misdemeanor conviction.
Herrmann helps care for his father-in-law, who is recovering from surgery for oral cancer. He brings
him groceries, helps him up when he falls, he said.
“I think the importance and need to hold timely elections is universally recognized,” he said. “But
that need does not supersede a person’s right to safety and health.”
State law gives county election officials some latitude to release drafted poll workers due to ill health
or for another good reason.
Herrmann said he learned from Sarpy election officials on Friday that his service would be deferred
to a future election.
Evnen said the state will provide poll workers with safety kits, including N95 masks, gloves, hand
sanitizer and disinfectant wipes. Monaco, the longtime poll worker, said he’s impressed with the
efforts being made.
But for Herrmann, the state kits don’t comfort him. They confirm the risk.
“The act of supplying the kit is an admission that the work will not be safe,” Herrmann said.
He said he’d like the state to do one of three things: postpone the primary election, move it to all
mail or drop-off, or remove the legal requirement that people work the polls.
Ricketts, through spokesman Taylor Gage, said Friday that he has no plans to waive the poll worker
draft statute and he supports the secretary of state’s work.
Michael Cich-Jones, who oversees Douglas County’s election board, acknowledged poll workers’
anxiety, but said people who don’t vote by mail should have the opportunity to vote in person.
Election leaders said they are still discussing how best to preserve public health at the polls. Among
the steps expected: putting voting booths at least 6 feet apart, cleaning voting stations between
uses and marking places on the floor for voters to stand.
Kleeb said the state, if it’s determined to hold the May 12 primary, should consider other options,
including working with local banks to offer drive-thru voting or expanding curbside voting beyond
the elderly and people with disabilities.
Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour said Friday that she would prefer voting by mail but said
she understands the importance of in-person voting. She stopped short of calling in-person voting a
public health concern.
Nebraska election officials say they expect a much better situation than in Wisconsin.
Nebraska plans to move or consolidate only a handful of polling places, mainly to accommodate
requests by hosts that sites be moved and to address public health concerns, officials said.







For example, polling sites will move out of senior centers and public housing towers to nearby
schools, which are closed, and churches. One new site will be Omaha South High School.
Schools and most other public facilities are required under state law to allow voting. Churches
volunteer to serve as polling sites.
“I think we’re going to have an orderly, successful, fair and secure election,” Evnen said. “Our voters
will be protected, and so will our poll workers, and we’re going to be proud of our state.”
By Aaron Sanderford
 


OWH: No stay-at-home order? Nebraska still rates well in coronavirus cases and deaths
 
Critics see Nebraska's lack of a stay-at-home order as a sign that it isn't doing enough to combat
coronavirus, but a World-Herald analysis finds that its results stack up well against other states.
The comparison of all 50 states shows that only two have fewer confirmed cases per capita of
COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus.
While Nebraska ranks quite low in testing for the disease, it also has a low per-capita death rate from
cononavirus — 40th in the nation. And Nebraska is doing better than nearly all of its neighbors in
deaths and cases.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said he thinks the state-by-state data examined by The World-Herald shows that
critics misunderstand the extent and effectiveness of what Nebraska state and local public health
officials, employers and individual citizens have done to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Many don’t realize, for example, that kids in Nebraska’s two largest school districts have been out of
classes longer than those in New York City.
Or that Nebraska was one of the very first states to adopt federal guidance limiting the size of
gatherings.
Or that when you get down to the specifics, there really is not much difference between what
Nebraska and many states with so-called “stay-at-home” orders are doing to flatten the deadly
coronavirus growth curve.
At the same time, Ricketts said, the favorable statistics don't mean that the state should ease off.  As
he has on a near-daily basis for weeks, the governor continued to stress the need for Nebraskans to
heed social distancing strictures and guidance in the critical weeks ahead.
“People need to stay home,” Ricketts said. “Even if the numbers appear to look good for us now, we
do not want to take that for granted. Everyone really, really needs to stay home.”
The early pandemic statistics also don’t change the view of those who feel Ricketts needs to do
more.
State Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha believes it would send a strong and meaningful message to
Nebraskans if the governor handed down a formal, legal edict declaring that everyone should just
stay at home. That could be what it takes for some Nebraskans to alter their risky, carefree
behavior — and potentially save lives. 
“If the governor says he is issuing a stay-at-home order, that’s something everyone in the country
can understand,” Hunt said. “At this point, I think it’s both a psychological and practical need to
emphasize how critical it is that we not fill up the stores and parks and go to each other’s houses.”
Ricketts and Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds both have faced local and national criticism for not enacting
stay-at-home or “shelter-in-place” executive orders.
Even as 90 percent of the nation’s population has fallen under such orders, the two have been
among a handful of Republican governors who have continued to resist.







Ricketts has insisted the unique approach Nebraska has taken to flatten the growth curve and keep
hospitals from being overwhelmed is the right one for the state.
Following a plan drafted by pandemic experts, Ricketts moved early on to limit public gatherings to
no more than 10 people. Since then, he has rolled out a series of county-by-county orders called
directed health measures as the virus has spread across the state.
All of the state’s 93 counties are now under those measures. Bars and restaurants, for example, are
limited to takeout only. Schools are closed. Anyone showing symptoms must quarantine at home.
Some counties under such measures have offered additional restrictions of their own.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the federal government’s top infectious disease expert and key adviser to the
White House on the pandemic, last weekend said he could not understand why all states have not
issued stay-at-home orders.
But after a conversation with Ricketts and Reynolds Monday, Fauci declared he was satisfied that
what’s been adopted in Nebraska and Iowa is functionally equivalent to what’s happening in other
states.
“I think there was a public response that they weren’t really doing anything at all, and they really are
doing a very good job,” Fauci said during a White House briefing. “I want to make sure people
understand that just because they don’t have a strict stay-at-home order, they have in place a lot of
things that are totally compatible with what everyone else is doing.”
So is Fauci right? Has Nebraska’s response been just as strong as that of most other states?
A number of states certainly have taken more robust actions than Nebraska, particularly hard-hit
states such as New York, where hospitals are under siege and ventilators in short supply.
But many of the stay-at-home orders around the country do not put residents in those places under
some kind of state-imposed lockdown.
Many such orders include significant exemptions for a variety of activities and “critical” industries,
and some include provisions that are looser than Nebraska’s. For example:
Churches
In Kansas, the stay-at-home order exempted church services and funerals. After at least three
outbreak clusters were tied to churches in the state, Gov. Laura Kelly this week tried to extend the
order to cover religious services. Then state legislators moved to block her and the issue wound up
in the courts. 
In Nebraska, nearly a month ago Ricketts, a devout Catholic, specified that his 10-person limit on
gatherings applied to funerals and church services.
Businesses
Missouri Gov. Mike Parson received credit nationally for issuing a stay-at-home order this past week,
but he made it clear that all businesses could remain open if they followed social distancing.
Minnesota's March 26 "stay at home" executive order signed by Gov. Tim Walz lists nine pages of
exemptions, including getting food or medical care, but also enjoying the outdoors and going out to
buy liquor. The state's labor commissioner estimated 78 percent of the state’s workers fall under the
critical industries exempt from the order, such as construction and trades, food and agriculture, real
estate, insurance, even a specific exemption for iron ore mining.
California and Colorado even issue exemptions for recreational marijuana shops.
Enforcement
Some states that have issued such orders have also provided no grounds to enforce them, governors
saying they’re counting on citizens to voluntarily follow the directives.
In Nebraska, enforcement is generally a local decision, with law enforcement officers in Douglas
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County handing out tickets for violations. Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert has also been publicly calling
out stores where too many people have been allowed to gather, and she last week shut down all city
parks when too few people were heeding social distancing within them.
Functionally, what’s happening to stop coronavirus in Nebraska indeed appears to be generally not
much different than what’s happening in many states across the country.
Both here and elsewhere, most public places like restaurants, bars, theaters, health clubs and salons
are closed to the public. Stores are generally open. Takeout food is allowed. People can go outdoors.
Most people can go do their jobs but are encouraged to work from home. Almost everywhere, the
message is that people should just stay home.
But analytics data taken from cell phones also suggest Nebraska's success in reducing movement
have lagged what's happened nationally. Recent Google data shows work-related travel is down 27%
in Nebraska from its pre-pandemic baseline compared to a 40% reduction nationally.
A cell phone data analysis by the New York Times showed travel in Douglas County was not down as
much as in most other counties of 500,000 or more population nationwide. Some rural Nebraska
counties in the analysis showed no travel reductions at all.
That analysis also found a correlation between reduced travel and states with stay-at-home orders.
State Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lincoln said overall he thinks Ricketts has been doing a good job of
directing the state’s response to the pandemic.
But he said it would be valuable to have the governor issue a stay-at-home order. While many
Nebraskans might not know what a “directed health measure” is, they do understand what it means
when the governor orders them to stay put.
“Words matter,” Morfeld said. “I think when people hear ‘stay at home’ order, it’s more clear what
our leaders want us to do, and they take it more seriously.”
Dr. Phil Boucher, a Lincoln pediatrician who has campaigned on Facebook to get Ricketts to issue a
stay-at-home order, said he gets concerned when he sees the volume of people in Nebraska going
about their business during the pandemic.
A stay-at-home order would address that, he said. In the public’s mind, he likened it to the
difference between a tornado watch and a tornado warning.
“Right now, we are on coronavirus watch when we should be sounding the alarm,” he said.
“(Ricketts) is making it seem like it’s less severe than it is.”
Ricketts certainly would dispute that. He has preached for weeks during his daily press briefings that
this is a significant public health emergency. April is going to be a tough and critical month, he has
warned, and Nebraskans must follow directives and go out as little as possible.
Overall, the governor said, Nebraskans have shown “really good compliance.”
Just over one month after Nebraska’s first reported coronavirus case, statistics on the outbreak
suggest most people here are taking heed.
“The data we can see looks encouraging,” said Dr. James Lawler, a pandemic disease expert at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center who was asked to look at the World-Herald's state-by-state
analysis. “I think overall we’re in pretty good shape compared to other states and our neighbors.”
Among the 50 states, Nebraska ranks 48th in coronavirus cases per million residents, with only
Minnesota and West Virginia posting lower figures.
Nebraska's case numbers certainly are influenced by the fact that so few residents are being tested,
Lawler cautioned. The state ranks only 43rd in its rate of coronavirus testing and has had difficulty
obtaining supplies to do more, particularly chemical agents needed to conduct the tests.
“We don’t have perfect visibility into what’s going on,” said Lawler, a director in UNMC’s Global







Center for Health Security who helped draft the pandemic plan that Ricketts has followed. He came
to UNMC in 2018 after a Navy career in biodefense that included White House assignments dealing
with biodefense, pandemic response and health preparedness.
But low testing isn't the only reason why Nebraska's numbers look good. Testing lags in many places
across the country. While the national testing rate is 60% higher than Nebraska's, the national rate
of confirmed COVID-19 cases is 370% higher.
Nebraska’s low virus rate is also likely helped by its wide swaths of rural land, although those outside
the state who see Nebraska as fly-over country would be surprised to learn that two-thirds of the
state’s population lives in metropolitan areas.
“I think population density is a factor in spread of the epidemic,” Lawler said. “They just have more
social mixing in Manhattan than you do in Ainsworth, Nebraska.”
Ricketts and Lawler said it’s possible Nebraska's early actions helped flatten the state’s coronavirus
curve.
After its first confirmed case on March 6, Nebraska for most of two weeks had more coronavirus
cases per capita than the neighboring states of Iowa, Kansas, South Dakota and Missouri.
On March 16, Nebraska limited gatherings to 10 people — the same day it was recommended by the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The move overnight had the effect of shutting the
doors to most bars and restaurants. Ricketts had actually three days earlier been among the nation’s
first governors to set any kind of gathering limit, having declared a 250-person limit March 13.
Iowa’s Reynolds also acted quickly on the 10-person limit, endorsing the federal guidance the day
after its issue.
Conversely, Missouri, Kansas and South Dakota all waited a week or more to implement it. Experts
say such inaction can be critical early in outbreaks, allowing the virus to spread unchecked.
As the month continued, Nebraska’s trend line became less steep while those in Iowa, Missouri,
Kansas and South Dakota began to spike up sharply. By late March, Nebraska’s per-capita caseload
trailed all of its neighboring states and for a time became the lowest in the country.
Ricketts said it also helped that when Nebraska saw its first case, the state’s largest school districts
were out on spring break, and their leaders never resumed classes. Students in the Omaha Public
Schools and Lincoln Public Schools have actually been out of classes a week longer than students in
New York City.
Despite the early success, Ricketts says he’s closely watching the daily count of new cases to see how
the state is trending. Daily new cases hovered around 50 for most of the past week before hitting a
new high of 71 on Friday.
“They are not going up at a geometric rate right now, and that’s really one of the keys,” he said.
Death rates also support the notion that Nebraska to date is faring relatively well.
Ricketts said anyone in a Nebraska hospital with pneumonia from an unknown source is being tested
for coronavirus. If they test positive and subsequently die, they’re included in the count.
Nebraska’s death rate per million population is in the bottom fourth among the states. The national
rate is six times as high. Among Nebraska’s six neighboring states, only Wyoming, which has yet to
record a death, and South Dakota have lower rates.
Still, Lawler noted that death is a lagging measure — people tend to die two to three weeks after
initial infection. Looking only at deaths can hide the extent the disease is spreading in the
community.
While Nebraska stood at 15 deaths as of Friday morning, a University of Washington model that’s
being watched around the country was projecting the state to have nearly 300 deaths by the time







the pandemic peaks in late April and then runs its initial course by early June. That’s down from
almost 450 deaths the model was projecting a week earlier.
Lawler said there’s no way to know at this point how accurate that projection is. Models are useful
tools in a pandemic, he said, but they don't have all the answers.
One state that particularly stands out in the World-Herald analysis is Minnesota.
That state about a week ago passed Nebraska as the state with the nation’s lowest rate of confirmed
COVID-19 cases. And its rate has continued to level off to the point it’s now more than 25% below
Nebraska and West Virginia, the next closest states. Minnesota’s death rate is slightly higher than
Nebraska’s.
Ryan Demmer, an associate professor of public health at the University of Minnesota, said the
numbers could support the notion that early efforts in Nebraska and Minnesota have made a
difference in flattening the curve.
He was particularly interested that Nebraska’s largest school districts ceased classes before schools
in New York City, saying that extra week “would be pretty powerful” in slowing infection spread.
Demmer also agreed with those who believe a stay-at-home order like the one issued in his own
state could pack more punch than similar measures under another name.
“There is power in receiving a message like that,” he said. “I think there is a psychology to a state-
level pronouncement.”
For his own part, Ricketts last week continued to reject issuing a stay-at-home order. But while he’s
largely sticking to the state’s plan, he made some notable changes.
He expanded the requirements for counties under the state’s directed health measures. In doing so,
he projected statewide some additional requirements that Douglas County and others had already
adopted locally, among them closing any salons and tattoo parlors that had remained open and
shutting down group sports.
His messaging also changed, as he formalized his stay-at-home message with a new promotional
slogan to “Stay home, stay healthy, stay connected.” It’s one that is also being used by governors in
other states.
And while he didn’t sign an executive order, he put his name to a ceremonial proclamation urging
Nebraskans to buckle down in the coming weeks as the virus is projected to peak. He declared April
10 to 30 to be “21 Days to Stay Home and Stay Healthy.”
“This is not a shelter in place,” Ricketts made clear. “This is about asking Nebraskans to do what’s
right.”
By Henry J. Cordes
 


Kearney Hub: Central Nebraska Veterans' Home member among five new COVID-19
cases
 
HOLDREGE — A veteran at the Central Nebraska Veterans' Home in Kearney is among five new cases
of COVID-19 that were reported today by the Two Rivers Public Health Department.
The veteran, a resident of Buffalo County, is isolated in a private room. Members at the four state
veterans homes have been completing daily screenings and having temperatures taken to check for
COVID-19 symptoms, said Holden Armstrong, a veteran's affairs spokesperson.
Staff and other members who may have previously come into contact with the positive member are
now being screened and tested. All staff working in the home where the member resides are
donning N95 masks, gowns, and face shields.







Staff throughout the rest of the facility are masked per CDC and DHHS long-term care facility
guidelines.
 “We have been taking COVID-19 very seriously and have implemented policies, procedures, and
additional training in all four of our veterans homes to protect our members and teammates,” said
John Hilgert, veteran's affairs director.
Since March 11, entry to all the verteran's home was limited to staff and medical professionals, who
are required to complete a screening upon entry. A “virtual visitor” system has been put in place to
keep families connected while access for in-person visits is limited.
All non-essential travel outside the facility was postponed and communal dining has been
discontinued.
Three other confirmed cases are men from Dawson County. Two are in their 60s and one is in his
40s. All are isolating at home. The fifth case, a Buffalo County woman in her 40s, is also isolating at
her home.
Two Rivers is investigating these cases in partnership with the state Department of Health and
Human Services and the Nebraska Department of Veterans Affairs. Additional close contacts are
being screened. Additional testing is possible.
This brings the number of cases of COVID-19 to 46 in the seven-county Two Rivers area. Only Harlan
County has no reported cases. Current totals by county are:
- Buffalo: 33
- Dawson: 6
- Franklin: 2
- Gosper: 1
- Harlan: 0
- Kearney: 3
- Phelps: 1
One death, that of a Buffalo County man, has been reported since the first case was confirmed
March 20.
DHHS has a statewide COVID-19 information line to answer general questions and share the latest
information and resources. Call (402) 552-6645 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week.
For more local information, call Two Rivers at (888) 669-7154 or visit www.trphd.org.
By Mary Jane Skala and Kim Schmidt
 


OWH: Coronavirus testing in Nebraska has lagged that of some states, but so have cases
— and deaths
 
Nebraska officials have taken some knocks because the state has trailed some neighbors in the
number of people who have been tested for the novel coronavirus.
The state ranked 44th among the 50 states and Washington, D.C., on Thursday in the number of
tests it had performed per capita, according to a World-Herald analysis of data compiled by the
Covid Tracking Project, a volunteer effort of journalists and scientists.
But at the same time, the state ranked 49th in confirmed cases of COVID-19 per capita, and 40th in
deaths. Put another way, Nebraska’s testing rate stood about 60% below the national rate while
confirmed cases were 360% below the national rate.
Iowa, ranked 43rd in per capita testing, was 38th for cases per capita and 35th in deaths.
Undoubtedly, lower rates of testing in Nebraska mean some cases are being missed, contributing to
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the state’s lower case counts. But deaths and hospitalizations, which denote more serious cases, tell
a starker tale. By Friday afternoon, 17 Nebraskans had died from complications of COVID-19.
Forty-three patients with COVID-19 were hospitalized at the end of the day Thursday in the Omaha
metropolitan area, which includes Douglas, Sarpy, Saunders, Pottawattamie and Washington
Counties. In Nebraska, a total of 102 people have been hospitalized with the disease from February
through Thursday, the state said.
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said again in a town hall meeting Thursday night that state officials
recognize the need to expand testing.
“No governor feels like they have enough tests for the people in their state,” he said, repeating a
refrain from recent weeks.
The state initially prioritized high-risk groups, including those hospitalized with symptoms, the
elderly and those with underlying health conditions, and those with a history of travel to coronavirus
hot spots. Initially, the travel list stopped at China. It later expanded to include all international and
Interstate travel. Also added to the list were health care workers, first responders and residents of
nursing homes and other long-term care facilities. All, if they became ill, could seed outbreaks that
could be difficult to control.
Dr. Mark Rupp, chief of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s infectious diseases division, said
that out of necessity, the state has had to reserve and prioritize tests for where they will make the
most difference.
By the time health officials get through those lists, few tests are left for the young and healthy.
Health officials, he said, would love to know whether all those who report symptoms have the virus.
“But we can’t just open the floodgates and test everyone we’d like to,” Rupp said.
Nebraska’s test numbers have increased significantly in recent weeks as the state’s public health
laboratory, hospitals and commercial testing companies have ramped up testing.
In the two-week span that ended Wednesday, the total number of tests conducted increased by
nearly 5,800. The number jumped again from 8,067 on Wednesday night to 9,474 by Friday evening,
according to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.
As Nebraska has ramped up testing, it has been competing with other states for scarce supplies all
along the testing pipeline. Ricketts said Thursday that he had been calling manufacturers seeking
reagents, the chemicals needed to run the tests. It takes a total of 15 of them.
Working against the state is its relatively low rate of positive tests, which suppliers are considering as
they fill orders. Nebraska’s rate is about 6.5%, Dr. Gary Anthone, the state’s chief medical officer,
said in a briefing Thursday. New York’s, by comparison, is about 41%, according to the COVID Project
data.
Said Rupp, “I’d love to be able to test thousands or tens of thousands a day. But that’s just not the
reality of the situation on the ground.”
Whether tens of thousands of tests eventually will be conducted isn’t clear. But state officials can
think about beginning to test more of the general population.
“We’re now at a phase where more broad testing is appropriate,” said Dr. Steven Hinrichs, chairman
of UNMC’s pathology and microbiology department.
The department includes the Nebraska Public Health Laboratory; a clinical lab jointly operated by
UNMC and its clinical partner, Nebraska Medicine; and a research lab. Together, the three labs on
the UNMC campus can run between 500 and 600 diagnostic tests a day, Hinrichs said.
CHI Health, which recently launched its own testing, can conduct about 270 a day. Commercial labs
also are testing.







Within the past week, Ricketts has deployed the Nebraska National Guard to collect samples for
testing from specific groups in areas with flare-ups — Grand Island, Kearney and the Panhandle.
Guard members initially swabbed about 150 health care workers and first responders in Grand
Island. But local officials announced Thursday that collection would continue through Saturday with
the goal of testing 75 people a day.
Hinrichs said the initial goal of testing wasn’t to test every Nebraskan with possible symptoms or
catch every case of COVID-19. Instead, he said, the intent was to identify at-risk people and
strategically reduce the spread of disease.
Only now, he said, is the state at the stage where public health officials can begin to look at
broadening testing, which could help find those without symptoms who are spreading the virus.
“That’s where you begin to turn your resources to that question, after you’ve absorbed the acute
blow of the epidemic,” he said.
Officials in Los Angeles this weekend planned to begin to test 1,000 randomly selected residents
using one of the new antibody tests that are becoming available, the Washington Post reported. The
National Institutes of Health on Friday announced plans to test up to 10,000 volunteers from across
the country.
Such “serology” tests look for antibodies in blood that the body produces when it’s fighting an
infection. While not considered as definitive in diagnosing the disease, they’re being eyed as
screening tools that could give researchers a better idea of how widely the virus has spread.
One factor initially limiting testing in Nebraska was a shortage of supplies — first the extraction kits
used to pull out the virus’ genetic material from specimens and then the swabs used to collect the
samples from the back of the nose. It’s a complex process and requires accuracy from start to finish,
starting with properly collecting samples of cells at the back of the nose where the virus may be
replicating.
Dr. Jana Broadhurst, director of the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit clinical laboratory, said more
than 30 tests that look for the virus’ genetic material have received federal approval for emergency
use.
But questions about who should be tested have to be balanced with the availability of resources,
Broadhurst said. That has varied by state and even within states. Uncertainty around availability of
supplies has, in turn, made it difficult to project testing strategies more than a few weeks out.
To help ease the crunch at the medical center, lab teams started making the liquid used to sustain
any virus on the swabs until it gets to the lab.
Tethon 3D, an Omaha 3D printing firm, recently shifted its production and began printing swabs. The
firm donated 1,000 to the medical center and now is selling them at the cost of producing them, said
Karen Linder, the company’s CEO.
With the limits on testing, government officials have layered on measures intended to contain the
virus and keep hospitals from getting overwhelmed, including asking all but essential workers to stay
home, limiting crowds to 10 or fewer and even closing Omaha’s parks.
Hinrichs said he understands that people would like to exchange social distancing for wider testing.
But that’s not a good trade, he said. On a given day, officials could test a group of people and get all
negative results. The next day, some of those people could become positive. People who were
positive one day also could test negative the next, particularly as they near the end of their illness.
And as with any lab test, he said, health officials also consider whether testing will mean a different
course of action for patients. With no treatments approved for COVID-19, those with mild illness
have been instructed to isolate and recover at home.
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Dr. James Lawler, co-director of the Global Center for Health Security at UNMC, said during Ricketts’
town hall Thursday that wider testing will be key to determining when the state can dial down some
of the stricter social distancing guidelines now in place.
Testing also is important for understanding how to isolate people, even at home, and to trace and
isolate their contacts, moves that will be a mainstay in keeping the disease in check.
Hinrichs said Ricketts has pushed hard to get new, faster testing equipment, a device made by
Abbott Laboratories that can produce results — one test at a time — in 15 minutes. Lab personnel
still are evaluating its accuracy.
UNMC also is evaluating serological or antibody tests, which would allow officials to determine
whether people have been infected in the past and whether they have acquired some immunity.
Those, however, probably are about two weeks away. Like the diagnostic tests, they would require a
doctor’s order.
“Every disease has a progression,” Hinrichs said. “You have to do certain things at a certain time.”
By Julie Anderson
 


OWH: CDC 'really missing the mark': Emails show UNMC doc concerned by federal virus
response
 
Weeks before the novel coronavirus hit Nebraska, medical experts from around the nation
communicated regularly by email, pondering the severity of the outbreak, sharing frustrations and
planning for the worst.
The chain of emails includes several messages from Dr. James Lawler, a director in the University of
Nebraska Medical Center’s Global Center for Health Security, who worked with Gov. Pete Ricketts to
develop Nebraska’s pandemic plan.
The group of experts nicknamed the email chain “Red Dawn,” a nod to the 1984 film starring Patrick
Swayze and Charlie Sheen about an invasion of the United States. The emails were obtained by
the New York Times.
Lawler came to UNMC in 2018 after a Navy career that included White House assignments dealing
with biodefense, pandemic response and health preparedness.
Though he never refers to Nebraska specifically, Lawler seemed to predict early on that the
coronavirus would become a major global public health threat.
In a Jan. 28 email, Lawler wrote:
“Great Understatements in History:
Napoleon’s retreat from Moscow — ‘just a little stroll gone bad’
Pompeii — ‘a bit of a dust storm’
Hiroshima — ‘summer heat wave’
AND
Wuhan — ‘just a bad flu season’ ”
That email was in response to Dr. Carter Mecher, a senior medical adviser at the Veterans Affairs
Department. Mecher wrote that “the chatter on the blogs is that the (Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention) is behind the curve. … Anyway you cut it, this is going to be bad. You guys made fun
of me screaming to close the schools. Now I’m screaming, close the colleges and universities.”
In a statement provided to The World-Herald on Sunday, Lawler said:
“The emails obtained by the New York Times were part of an ongoing correspondence with a group
of individuals with long experience in pandemic and public heath preparedness. My statements were



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fint.nyt.com%2Fdata%2Fdocumenthelper%2F6879-2020-covid-19-red-dawn-rising%2F66f590d5cd41e11bea0f%2Foptimized%2Ffull.pdf%23page%3D1&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C467a8cb993a445c82e2108d7e315711e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637227553583630004&sdata=UvLap5gViqTCUQn%2FVy3U9MZZWWY523VdlzYNJ6GoNLQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F04%2F11%2Fus%2Fpolitics%2Fcoronavirus-red-dawn-emails-trump.html&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7C467a8cb993a445c82e2108d7e315711e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637227553583639960&sdata=6kzPV6A0vLfVLAUBt6JZqWI6SBhnigp%2BrzMpsQS5ziw%3D&reserved=0





strictly my personal opinions.”
Many in the chain mention “NPIs,” or nonpharmaceutical interventions, which are actions that
people and communities can take to help slow the spread of illnesses. Those often include closing
schools and businesses.
In a Feb. 9 email, Lawler stressed the importance of such interventions:
“I think we also mostly agree that without dramatic NPI we can expect 30-40% infection rate by the
end of community epidemic — and even with dramatic NPI, that total may only be slightly reduced.”
It’s a point reiterated in a March 13 email in which Lawler and others criticize the CDC for
questioning the value of closing schools.
“CDC is really missing the mark here,” Lawler wrote. “By the time you have substantial community
transmission it is too late. It’s like ignoring the smoke detector and waiting until your entire house is
on fire to call the fire dept. Plus, how are you supposed to know when you have community
transmission when they haven’t been able to provide a diagnostic assay that can be used widely and
at high volume?”
Around the time Lawler sent that email, the CDC had quietly updated its guidance on school closings,
advising educators that closing for at least eight weeks might be the most effective way to contain
the coronavirus, according to the Times. But many schools across the country were ahead of that
advice.
Major school districts in the metro area, including the Omaha Public Schools and the Millard,
Papillion-La Vista and Bellevue school districts, announced indefinite closures on March 16.
By March 23, all 244 Nebraska districts had announced that they were closing to students.
After its first confirmed case on March 6, Nebraska for most of two weeks had more coronavirus
cases per capita than the neighboring states of Iowa, Kansas, South Dakota and Missouri, a World-
Herald analysis found.
Nebraska’s first case of community spread was March 15.
On March 16, Nebraska limited gatherings to 10 people — the same day it was recommended by the
CDC. The move had the effect of shutting the doors to most bars and restaurants. Ricketts had three
days earlier been among the nation’s first governors to set any kind of gathering limit, having
declared a 250-person limit March 13.
Ricketts and Lawler said last week that it’s possible that Nebraska’s early actions helped flatten the
state’s coronavirus curve.
On April 3, Lawler said publicly that he didn’t think Nebraska needed a stay-at-home or shelter-in-
place order.
“What I think we should really focus on is improving compliance and adherence,” he said. “This
depends on people taking this seriously and doing the right thing.”
By Jessica Wade and Reece Ristau
 


OWH: State corrections chief says prisons doing exceptional job preventing coronavirus
outbreak
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska is facing another legal challenge to its overcrowded prison system, while the
head of that system labeled the agency’s response to the coronavirus pandemic as “exceptional” on
Friday.
The ACLU of Nebraska, which is already suing the state for alleged inadequate health care for
inmates, filed an emergency motion in U.S. District Court on Friday, questioning whether the state
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was taking adequate steps to protect prison inmates from the virus.
“COVID-19 presents a grave threat to people in Nebraska’s prisons, where extreme overcrowding
and chronic understaffing had already put the health and safety of everyone in these facilities at
risk,” said David Fathi, director of the ACLU’s National Prison Project and the lead attorney in the
ACLU’s pending federal lawsuit.
The motion Friday sought the release of the state’s coronavirus prevention plans, saying that it
appeared the plans didn’t “meet the urgency” of the health emergency.
But later, both Gov. Pete Ricketts and State Corrections Director Scott Frakes defended the steps
taken in state prisons, saying they appear to be working in preventing the spread of COVID-19 in
Nebraska’s 10 state prisons.
New precautions were revealed Friday — prison-made cloth masks are now being issued to all
inmates, all staff entering the prison are now being tested for fevers and newly arrived inmates must
be isolated for 14 days to ensure they’re not bringing the virus into prisons.
“We have done an exceptional job of keeping COVID-19 out of our prisons,” Frakes said. No
Nebraska prison inmates, as of Friday afternoon, had tested positive for the virus.
While Frakes admitted that dealing with the coronavirus would be easier if his system weren’t
overcrowded, he said the health care provided in prison is equal to or better than what many people
on the outside are getting.
“Yes, (social distancing) can be a challenge in a prison setting, especially in dorms,” he said. “But
there are ways to ensure that people maintain distance whenever possible.”
Frakes said rehabilitation programs and recreation periods have been limited to no more than 10
inmates, some club activities have been suspended and prisoners are given multiple reminders to
stay separate. Inmates also have been issued extra, free bars of soap and a bleach solution to clean
cells.
Some family members of inmates, as well as the ACLU, have expressed concerns about the adequacy
of safety measures taken in Nebraska’s prisons, which hold about 2,000 more inmates than their
design capacity.
Some have questioned why several prisons and jails — including neighboring Iowa and the Douglas
County Jail — have released several prisoners while Nebraska has not, even though it has 1,676
inmates over age 50 deemed as high risk. The ACLU motion said the state’s prisons are dangerous
places for COVID-19 because many inmates have underlying health conditions, and because of
overcrowding and exposure to an ever-shifting group of corrections officers.
The union that represents corrections officers and security staff at the state’s Youth Rehabilitation
and Treatment Centers has also expressed concerns, though union leaders said Friday that they
opposed the release of inmates. Six treatment center staffers in Kearney have tested positive, as
well as one staffer at the State Penitentiary in Lincoln.
Ricketts said Nebraskans do not support releasing inmates, and that includes the roughly 2,000
inmates who are behind bars for nonviolent crimes. Many of those inmates have been convicted of
multiple crimes in the past or have been sent back to prison after violating conditions of release on
parole, he said.
Releasing inmates hastily, without finishing their rehabilitation programs or setting up places for
them to work and live, also risks repeat crimes, Ricketts said.
Frakes said Iowa’s prison system is different, so it could release inmates who had been granted
parole but were still sleeping overnight behind bars.
He said emergency pandemic plans, and the location of isolation cells, won’t be made public for







security and safety reasons. On Wednesday, 200 inmates rioted at a Washington state prison after
inmates were ordered to vacate their cells to make room for infected prisoners, Frakes said.
While all staffers and teens at the Kearney Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center were tested
after an outbreak there, no additional testing was deemed necessary of staff at the State
Penitentiary. Frakes said that was because the staffer who tested positive for the coronavirus had
been isolating at home for 15 days, and no other staff or inmates had exhibited symptoms.
The ACLU filed a federal lawsuit in 2017, claiming that the state provides inadequate medical and
mental health care that violates the constitutional rights of inmates. Friday’s emergency motion is
among a string of lawsuits filed nationally by the ACLU to protect prisoners from the coronavirus
outbreak.
In related virus news:


·         As of Friday afternoon, 648 Nebraskans had tested positive for the coronavirus and 17 had
died. The total included 116 cases in Hall County, where a virus hot spot has emerged in
Grand Island. The county has half as many cases as Douglas County.


·         Ricketts said the state has spent $1.2 million on personal protection equipment from the
$83.6 million in emergency funds approved by the State Legislature to combat the
pandemic. The purchases include 1.9 million gloves and 300,000 N95 masks for local public
health districts and first responders.


·         The latest voluntary polls taken by users of Google showed that 40% of respondents were
spending less time retail shopping and recreating, which the governor said shows “progress”
in heeding his advice to “stay home.”


·         When asked if it was OK for churches to hold Easter services with 10 or fewer people, or
whether pickup basketball games were appropriate, Ricketts responded that while that
would meet the “social distancing” suggestions to avoid large groups, he would suggest that
people stay home.


·         Ricketts repeated that the May 12 election primary will not be moved, saying it would
“disenfranchise” voters. He urged Nebraskans to request a mail-in ballot and vote that way.


By Martha Stoddard and Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Director details what Nebraska prisons are doing to avoid COVID-19 spread
 
Nebraska prisons director Scott Frakes said the Department of Correctional Services has had a
pandemic plan for years.
It had been using it recently, during the influenza season, and so it was an easy shift when
coronavirus came along, he said Friday during Gov. Pete Ricketts' daily news briefing. In December,
food inventories and paper supplies (plenty of toilet paper) were increased. 
No coronavirus cases have been confirmed among inmates, he said, and none are symptomatic. One
staff member that had a positive test result has been at home 15 days. 
The medical plan includes areas for quarantine, isolation and responding to people who are
symptomatic or confirmed. That information, however, is confidential to a small number of people,
Frakes said. Incidents have happened around the country in the past week, one driven by inmates
upset they had to move from their housing so others could be quarantined there. 
The department began releasing information on the virus to staff on Feb. 25 and by March 16 had
opened an emergency operations center and stopped visits. By the end of March the prisons were
conducting enhanced staff screenings. 
Frakes provided this information: 
* The prisons do not have a hospital setting and no ventilators, but rather skilled nursing areas. They
have more than 200 health care staff and 130 mental health staff, as well as contracted services. 
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* Coronavirus testing will be done as medically indicated, and the department has testing resources
and more on order, and good community provider support. There's no plan to test all staff members
as was done at the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center in Kearney, which has a much smaller
staff. 
* The department recently established a quarantine plan for offenders coming into intake centers,
with medical screening upon arrival and checks twice a day for 14 days. It has also separated
vulnerable inmates, including older offenders, and mothers, children and pregnant women at the
women's prison in York.
On Friday, the ACLU of Nebraska and others filed an emergency motion in their federal lawsuit
Sabata v. Frakes, requesting the court require the department to provide its plan for prevention,
management and treatment of COVID-19.
That would include its pandemic plan and facility-specific quarantine plans, the motion says. 
“COVID-19 presents a grave threat to people in Nebraska’s prisons, where extreme overcrowding
and chronic understaffing had already put the health and safety of everyone in these facilities at
risk,” said David Fathi, lead counsel on the case and director of the ACLU National Prison Project.
The lawsuit claims the system already has deficiencies in medical care — life-threatening delays in
the receipt of emergency medical care, obstacles in requesting urgent and non-urgent care, and
excessive delays to receiving in-person medical visits — that have long plagued the state's prisons.
Frakes would not comment on the motion. But he continued to detail what the prisons are doing to
protect inmates and staff.
Inmates have been directed to wear masks anytime they are not sitting on or in their beds.
Employees also wear masks. 
The department has increased sanitation, including a bleach solution to wipe flat surfaces, door
knobs and rails. Vehicles are also sanitized.
Social distancing is used, but can be challenging in a prison, Frakes said, especially in units with
dormitories, such as units 6, 7 and 8 at the Nebraska State Penitentiary, which has about 100 beds
per dorm. Still, there are ways to ensure people maintain as safe a distance as possible, he said.
Some activities have been reduced or stopped if physical distancing is a problem, he said. 
He said communication is ongoing to staff and inmates, although he understands there are staff who
would like to know more.
"Sometimes there's a want to know and a need to know," he said. "And it's really important in our
business that we identify who it is that needs to know, what it is they need to know, and we get that
information in their hands. 
"I do videos, I do memos ... We do a daily phone call with all of the wardens as part of our
emergency operations center."
Social media is used to communicate to family members, he said. 
The department has expanded access to phones for inmates and doubled the time they can be on
their tablet phones. The phone provider gives inmates free phone time. A videogram system is tied
to the JPay communication system.
The prisons, however, are not set up well for video visits because of bandwidth issues, Frakes said.
"At some point, I know that that would be a really valuable addition," he said. 
And the prisons try to provide out-of-cell time as much and as often as possible. 
"These are incredibly challenging times," Frakes said, thanking his staff for its work. "We've done an
exceptional job of keeping COVID-19 out of our prisons. And we're not going to let up on our
efforts."







Ricketts said a "small minority" of people want the state to release prisoners early to avoid
coronavirus spread. The "vast majority" of Nebraskans do not want that, he said.
"When you think about that concept," he said, "it's really kind of irresponsible."
If those inmates haven't gone through programming to make them less likely to reoffend, they'll just
come back, Ricketts said. And if they don't have the proper supports in the community, they are
more likely to get infected with the virus. They won't have health care in the community like they
would inside the prison system, he said. 
The prisons have about 3,500 violent offenders and about 2,000 considered nonviolent, but with
serious offenses. The average number of convictions for drug offenders is 19, he said.
About 900 inmates are eligible for parole within a year, and more than one-third of them have been
paroled in the past, violated that parole and are now back in the system. 
By JoAnne Young
 


AP: Nebraska prisons head says 1 worker, no inmates infected
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska’s corrections department has taken aggressive, early steps to
prevent the spread of the new coronavirus inside the state’s prisons, and so far the efforts appear to
be working, the state corrections director said Friday amid growing safety concerns raised by
prisoner advocates.
Director Scott Frakes said his agency has done an “exceptional job” of keeping inmates and staff
members healthy.
He said one staff member had tested positive for the coronavirus as of Friday afternoon, and no
other cases have shown up among the department’s 2,100 employees and 5,500 inmates. The staff
member who tested positive has stayed isolated at home for 15 days, he said.
“We have done an exceptional job of keeping COVID-19 out of our prisons,” Frakes said at Gov. Pete
Ricketts’ daily coronavirus news conference.
His comments came as a coalition of prisoner advocacy groups filed an emergency motion in a
pending lawsuit to force the agency to release its pandemic prevention plan. The lawsuit, filed in
2017, argues that Nebraska’s prison overcrowding and staffing shortages are effectively depriving
inmates of critical medical care.
Nebraska’s prisons have faced years of scrutiny from lawmakers, and the department has struggled
to recruit and retain employees.
“COVID-19 presents a grave threat to people in Nebraska’s prisons, where extreme overcrowding
and chronic under-staffing had already put the health and safety of everyone in these facilities at
risk,” said David Fathi, a leader attorney on the case and director of the ACLU National Prison
Project.
ACLU of Nebraska Legal Director Adam Sipple said the department’s refusal to provide its pandemic
plan raises concerns about what exactly prison officials are doing.
“The Department of Correctional Services needs to demonstrate they are following the advice of
public health officials,” Sipple said.
Nebraska had 635 confirmed cases and 15 deaths as of Friday afternoon, according to the state
Department of Health and Human Services. More than 8,700 people have tested negative.
The state reported 57 new cases on Friday, up from 53 on Thursday and 48 on Wednesday.
At the news conference, Frakes said he doesn’t plan to release the department’s pandemic plan
because doing so could anger inmates and reveal security information that would threaten safety in
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the prisons.
Frakes said the prisons suspended in-person visits to inmates and imposed tough new safety
restrictions on all workers while taking steps to keep inmates separated when possible. He
acknowledged that it’s difficult in some barracks-style areas for low-risk inmates, but said each
inmate has been a mask to wear when they’re not lying or sitting on their beds.
He said prison officials began planning for the pandemic in early March and quickly restricted
visitors’ access to the facilities.
He acknowledged that prison officials are only testing inmates who show symptoms of the virus, and
employees who think they may have it are told to consult their own doctors.
The department has also changed the way it trains new hires to minimize physical contact among
them, Frakes said. He said the department has seen an uptick in job applications, largely due to a
surge in layoffs from private businesses that cut back because of the outbreak.
Meanwhile, state officials said the latest coronavirus death on Thursday was an Omaha-area woman
in her 60s with underlying health conditions.
The Department of Health and Human Services also reported that Burt County in northeastern
Nebraska and Polk County in east-central Nebraska both reported their first cases of the virus on
Thursday.
For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough
that clear up in two to three weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia, and death.
By Grant Schulte and Margery A. Beck
 


OWH: Coronavirus forces change in Medicaid expansion plans; Oct. 1 still target launch
date
 
LINCOLN — Nebraska officials announced plans Friday to drop the top tier of benefits from the
state’s Medicaid expansion plan, at least to start.
But they still expect to launch coverage for some 90,000 low-income, working-age adults on Oct. 1,
with enrollment starting Aug. 1.
“Expansion will happen on time,” according to a statement from the Nebraska Department of Health
and Human Services.
Gov. Pete Ricketts said changes to the Medicaid expansion plan were forced by the coronavirus,
which has occupied the attention of federal officials, and by federal officials’ refusal to consider part
of the plan.
Nebraska Medicaid officials had sought federal approval to provide a two-tier system, with different
benefits and more stringent requirements, including work requirements, than traditional Medicaid.
They also asked to end retroactive coverage for most Medicaid patients, including existing patients.
The state had expected approval for both pieces this month. But state officials were told it would be
about six months before the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services would review the two-tier
proposal.
Ricketts said the state also was told that federal officials “weren’t going to honor” the state’s bid to
eliminate retroactive coverage, so the state is dropping that idea.
That means Nebraska Medicaid will continue to pay for health care services provided three months
before the month a person applies for coverage. The provision helps people avoid going into debt
for health care costs incurred before they get on Medicaid. It also helps health care providers.
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As proposed, the two-tier system would have provided most newly eligible Medicaid patients with
dental, vision and over-the-counter medication benefits if they complied with eight requirements,
including wellness, personal responsibility and “community engagement.”
The change announced Friday means newly eligible patients, with some exceptions, cannot get
those “prime” benefits, which are part of the traditional Medicaid program.
However, they will be able to have so-called basic benefits, which include physical and mental health
services and prescription drugs. The higher tier of benefits will be available once federal officials can
review and approve the state’s proposal.
The exceptions are people who are considered medically frail, pregnant women and young adults
ages 19 and 20. Those groups will get all of the traditional Medicaid benefits.
State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha questioned whether the law passed by voters in 2018
allows the newly eligible adults to have less coverage than traditional Medicaid patients. But she
welcomed the decision to continue retroactive coverage.
“I’ll take the win that we got,” she said.
Molly McCleery, with Nebraska Appleseed, said Friday’s announcement means that Nebraska does
not need additional federal approval to launch Medicaid expansion. She called for the state to move
up the launch date in light of the coronavirus outbreak.
Nebraska’s two-tier plan, called Heritage Health Adult, was the administration’s answer to the 2018
ballot measure requiring the state to expand Medicaid to more low-income adults as allowed under
the federal Affordable Care Act.
Those newly eligible are working-age adults without disabilities or minor children whose incomes fall
below 138% of the federal poverty level — $17,236 for a single person or $35,535 for a family of
four.
Currently, single adults and couples without minor children cannot qualify for Medicaid, no matter
their income level. Also barred are parents and disabled people with incomes higher than the
current Medicaid cutoff. Noncitizens are not eligible now and would remain ineligible under
expansion.
By Martha Stoddard
 


LJS: Medicaid expansion encounters another obstacle in Nebraska
 
Nebraska's Medicaid expansion plan will not be fully implemented when it becomes effective on Oct.
1. 
The 90,000 low-income Nebraskans in the workforce who will be newly eligible for coverage will
have access to basic Medicaid benefits, but most will not have access to coverage for dental and
vision services or over-the-counter medication because of the newest delay mandated by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services.
The Ricketts administration has proposed that those specific benefits in Nebraska must be earned by
participation in wellness, personal responsibility and community engagement activities.
"Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, CMS (the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) has
focused considerable time and attention toward addressing this unprecedented public health
emergency," the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services announced Friday.
"As a result, CMS has notified DHHS that approval of Nebraska's expansion demonstration waiver
will not be finished in time for Nebraska's planned expansion." 
The Ricketts administration unveiled its plan one year ago.







The scheduled Oct. 1 implementation date will come almost two years after Nebraska voters
approved Medicaid expansion in November 2018 and the new federal decision will push full
implementation back another six months.
Benefits are targeted at a new category of recipients composed largely of Nebraskans whose income
is at or below 138% of the poverty level, or approximately $16,000 a year.
Typical recipients would include food service employees and retail clerks.
Applications for coverage will begin to be accepted on Aug. 1, state officials said. 
By Don Walton
 


AP: Virus forces changes to Nebraska’s Medicaid expansion plan
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska is changing its plans to expand Medicaid in a way that will force
more recipients to start out with a “basic” plan that doesn’t include coverage for dental and vision
services or over-the-counter medications, state officials announced Friday.
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services said the tweaks were necessary because
the federal government is occupied right now with its response to the coronavirus pandemic and
doesn’t have time to approve the state’s Medicaid expansion proposal.
Prime coverage that includes all services won’t be available until the federal government approves
Nebraska’s proposed waiver for the program, and that decision will likely get pushed off for another
six months.
However, department officials said they still plan to start accepting applications on Aug. 1, as
scheduled. Coverage will begin as scheduled on Oct. 1.
“We are going to be going forward with Medicaid expansion ... but it will only be the basic package
and not the prime package,” Gov. Pete Ricketts said during his daily coronavirus news conference.
Nebraska voters approved a Medicaid expansion measure in 2018 after years of failed attempts to
do so through the Republican-dominated state Legislature. The state’s Republican governors have
remained adamantly opposed to expansion, although Ricketts promised to respect the will of voters
after they passed it.
Critics have accused the governor’s administration of slow-walking the expansion and imposing
burdensome requirements on recipients, a charge his administration denies. Shortly after it was
approved, state officials announced a two-tier system of coverage, with a “basic” plan for all newly
qualified recipients and a “premium” plan for people who are working, in school, volunteering or
caring for a relative.
“Our approach better achieves the purpose of the Medicaid program by incentivizing positive
activities that will improve health outcomes and encourage life successes for participants,” the
department said in a news release.
The basic plan includes coverage for hospitalizations, emergency care, prescription drugs, lab tests,
maternity care and other services. The premium plan offers those benefits as well but adds coverage
for dental and vision services, and over-the-counter drugs.
To qualify for prime coverage in the first year, recipients would have needed to participate in care
and case management, select a primary care provider and have an annual checkup.
But because the federal government has delayed its approval of Nebraska’s plan, prime coverage will
only be offered to eligible people who are 19 or 20 years old, pregnant or medically frail, the
department said.
A leading advocate for expanding Medicaid said the state should simply offer prime coverage to all
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recipients and stop tinkering with different levels of coverage.
“While we appreciate that coverage will not be further delayed beyond Oct. 1, 2020 ... we maintain
they can and should start coverage now,” said Molly McCleery of Nebraska Appleseed, an advocacy
group for low-income people.
An estimated 90,000 Nebraska residents will qualify for coverage once Medicaid is expanded, and
McCleery said doing so now would help contain the spread of the coronavirus.
For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough that
clear up in two to three weeks. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia.
By Grant Schulte
 


OWH: Nebraska not budging from 23-month timeline for launching Medicaid expansion
 
LINCOLN — Ashley Anderson had been six years without health coverage when she told her story as
part of the campaign for a Medicaid expansion ballot measure in Nebraska.
The Omaha woman talked of not being able to see a neurologist or get her anti-seizure medications
checked. Of uncontrolled seizures that kept her from working full-time or earning enough to pay for
health insurance.
Of side effects she might escape with a different medication. Of unpaid ambulance and emergency
room bills.
But Medicaid expansion has yet to begin, nearly 1½ years after voters approved it, and Anderson is
still struggling.
“We’ve been doing all we can to keep her medication filled,” said her mother, Shannon Casey. “Not
much has changed.”
Official plans still call for launching the expansion on Oct. 1. That would be 23 months after the
November 2018 vote requiring Medicaid to cover some 94,000 low-income adults in Nebraska.
No other state has taken more than 14 months from approval to launch. That includes Utah and
Idaho, whose voters approved ballot measures at the same time as Nebraska voters. It also includes
at least 10 states that sought federal approval to waive traditional Medicaid rules, as Nebraska has
requested.
Advocates blame Gov. Pete Ricketts, an ardent foe of expansion, for the pace of progress.
“It’s inexplicable to me other than ideological,” said State Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh of Omaha. “It is
purposefully slow-walking the will of the voters of the state of Nebraska.”
Ricketts bristled at the suggestion that Nebraska could move faster to implement expansion.
“Not one person has seriously approached us to say I’ve looked at your project plan, here’s where
you can tighten this timeline,” he said. “Not one person.”
Ricketts also rejected advocates’ calls to speed up the launch in light of the coronavirus epidemic.
State Medicaid officials are on track to meet the current start date, he said, but they do not have the
ability to start sooner.
Among other tasks, he said, they still have to build up their network of doctors and other providers,
finish developing and testing enrollment software, get contracts signed with the private companies
that manage Medicaid and rewrite state regulations. HHS officials said the state’s methodical
approach will pay off in less confusion and stress for providers.
“If we were to change that now it would push it back to at least December,” Ricketts said, “so that’s
not a feasible option.”
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But Molly McCleery of Nebraska Appleseed argued that speeding up Medicaid expansion would help
Nebraska weather the coronavirus epidemic and the economic havoc it has caused.
“Coronavirus changes things in that it shines a light on the fact that we need as many people
covered as possible,” she said. “We want to make sure we’re using every tool we have to fight
coronavirus.”
People without the means to pay for health care are less likely to go to the doctor if they have
symptoms of COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, and less likely to be tested. They also
are more likely to have untreated medical conditions that make them more vulnerable, Cavanaugh
said.
Under federal coronavirus legislation, states can use their Medicaid programs to pay for coronavirus
testing of uninsured people. Nebraska has not sought approval for that option so far. The federal
legislation does not cover treatment of the disease.
Jessica Schubel, a senior policy analyst with the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities in
Washington, D.C., said soaring unemployment because of coronavirus also increases the need for
Medicaid expansion, because it means more people losing employer-provided health insurance.
“Medicaid serves as a lifeline for low-income Americans at times such as this,” she said.
Nebraska has seen more than 66,000 workers file first-time jobless claims over the last three weeks.
Each week has set a new record as businesses struggle with restrictions aimed at slowing the spread
of the virus.
Medicaid expansion would provide coverage for working-age adults without disabilities or minor
children whose incomes fall below 138% of the federal poverty level — $17,236 for a single person
or $35,535 for a family of four.
Currently, single adults and couples without minor children cannot qualify for Medicaid, no matter
their income level. Also barred are parents and disabled people with incomes higher than the
current Medicaid cutoff. Noncitizens are not eligible now and would remain ineligible under
expansion.
The coronavirus already has forced some changes in Nebraska’s Medicaid expansion plans.
HHS officials announced Friday that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has been too
occupied dealing with the virus to review and approve the state’s plan for a two-tier system of
expansion benefits. Approval had been expected this month but now will be at least six months
away.
As proposed, the system would have provided most newly eligible Medicaid patients with dental,
vision and over-the-counter medication benefits if they complied with eight requirements, including
wellness, personal responsibility and “community engagement.”
The change announced Friday means newly eligible patients, with some exceptions, cannot get
those “prime” benefits, which are part of the traditional Medicaid program.
However, they will get so-called basic benefits, which include physical and mental health services
and prescription drugs. Nebraska officials said the higher tier of benefits will be available once
federal officials can review and approve the state’s proposal.
The exceptions are people considered medically frail, pregnant women and young adults ages 19
and 20. Those groups will get all of the traditional Medicaid benefits.
Ricketts and state Medicaid officials said the expansion remains on track for an Oct. 1 launch date,
with applications starting Aug. 1.
One key expansion advocate said she supports the state’s launch timeline, given the coronavirus
pandemic.
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Sen. Sara Howard of Omaha, the Health and Human Services Committee chairwoman, said she
worries that HHS workers could not cope with the stress of speeding up the expansion.
Although the state has filled the new positions planned for the expansion, she said the coronavirus
has taken its toll on employees, many of whom have been required to continue working from their
offices.
“I don’t want to put any more strain on their system,” Howard said. “I think that’s the most
pragmatic and practical approach.”
By Martha Stoddard
 


OWH: Hammel: Nebraska State Capitol is still open for tours, but there aren't many
takers
 
LINCOLN — Kirk Woita is a lot like a Maytag repairman these days.
Woita, a tour guide at the Nebraska State Capitol, is still on duty, willing to lead anyone on an
educational trek through the unique and historic building. But he’s had no takers for at least the last
week and only a few before that.
The U.S. Capitol quit public tours a month ago because of the coronavirus. And the Iowa State
Capitol, like many state capitols, is closed, so no tours.
So what’s the matter with Nebraska? Why are public tours still being offered here?
As long as the Nebraska State Capitol remains open, tours will at least be offered, said Bob Ripley,
the State Capitol administrator.
“The governor has wanted to keep state government open to the public and have services available
to the public,” Ripley said. “Although our numbers are way down, as you might expect, and as you
would hope, our tour staff have remained at their post, as have other state workers.”
So Woita waits, like the Maytag repairman who, the commercials touted, had nothing to do because
Maytags didn’t need repairs.
April is usually the height of visitation at the State Capitol, with 400 to 500 fourth graders a day
pouring into the building to get a tour and watch the State Legislature in action.
But the Capitol now is a virtual ghost town. While state legislators’ offices are officially “open,”
almost all staffers are working from home. The Capitol’s gift shop, which is run by the state historical
society, is closed, as is the cafeteria.
Other offices are operating with skeletal staffs. The Governor’s Office might be an exception — Gov.
Pete Ricketts is holding briefings Monday-Friday on the coronavirus outbreak, though with proper
social distancing of reporters and speakers.
As for tourists, only a few have wandered into the Capitol in the last couple of weeks, and even
fewer have taken tours, which are available on the hour.
“I bet you could count them on one hand and a thumb,” Ripley said.
The tour office has a sign reminding people to follow social distancing — keep at least 6 feet apart.
And tours do not include stops inside enclosed spaces, like the Supreme Court chambers. Hand
sanitizer stations have been set up in the vending areas of the Capitol and at the information desk.
A state law is partly the reason the tours remain available.
Ripley said that when the unique, skyscraper Capitol was completed in 1932, state lawmakers were
so impressed that they passed a law requiring free public tours of the building.
* * *
Former Nebraska governor and U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson is working on a book that, he promises, will







shed new light on what’s wrong in Washington, D.C., as well as on his controversial decision to cast
the final vote to pass the health care plan pushed by President Barack Obama. He held out for an
amendment to the act, thus the deal became known as the “Cornhusker Kickback.”
The book, which doesn’t have a title yet, will be about “when things worked in the U.S. Senate and
how they worked, and why they need to change,” Nelson said recently.
“There’s a lot of talk about bipartisanship in Washington, but it’s a rare commodity these days,” he
said.
Nelson, who served 12 years in the Senate and eight years as governor, is working on the book with
Jake Thompson, a former World-Herald reporter who later worked as a press aide to Nelson.
The release date? Undetermined, the senator said.
The book won’t be a dirge about the death of the two-party system, he said, but will offer
suggestions on how to repair things.
Nelson had called to remind this writer that he was the governor who took a gamble and appointed
a Native American to the State Historical Society Board of Trustees back in 1991.
It was risky, because at the time, the society was embroiled in a fight with the state’s native tribes.
The society held skeletal remains of many Native Americans — some hundreds of years old — and
the tribes wanted them back.
Tapping Chuck Trimble, an Oglala Sioux journalist and businessman, to join the board was
controversial.
But Trimble, who died on March 2, proved to be a peacemaker and resolved the conflict.
Nelson said it just showed “what a good person like him can do in a quiet and effective way.”
* * *
The new state travel guide has taken some geographical liberties with nearly a dozen Nebraska
towns.
Rather than being listed among its brethren burgs in eastern Nebraska, Decatur, Hubbard and Lyons
were magically transformed into Sand Hills communities in the guide, which was released earlier this
year.
Same for Sprague, Shickley, Tobias, Milligan, Bradshaw, Blue Springs and Alexandria, which are listed
among Sand Hills towns when — unless the earth beneath us moved during the coronavirus crisis —
they are located south of the Platte River in southeast Nebraska.
The guide is produced by a Florida company, Miles Partnership, which specializes (according to its
website) in marketing of tourist destinations. But a spokeswoman for the Nebraska Tourism
Commission said that local officials proofread the guide before it goes to press.
The mistakes were human errors, said Erin Lenz of the Tourism Commission.
“It’s been noted to fix for the 2021 guide,” Lenz said.
* * *
At Charlie’s Pub in Milligan, manager Stacy Lineweber said she’s been too busy to notice the gaffe.
The pub, which is southwest of Lincoln (and at least 150 miles from the nearest sand hill), has been
doing a booming business in takeout orders despite having to lay off 90% of its staff when it closed
its dining room a week ago, Lineweber said.
Thursday night, the pub (formerly Evening with Friends) set a new record for chicken wings, selling
1,326 wings. That’s a whole lotta barbecue sauce.
By Paul Hammel
 


LJS: Don Walton: Easter with a dangerous pandemic intruder
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An unusual Easter Sunday.
The most meaningful day in the life of Christians, dramatically ushered in by lightning and rain in
Lincoln at 4 a.m.
But it did not wash away the pandemic, which over time seems to have become the central and
overriding element in how we go about the mechanics of living our daily lives.
Perhaps Willie Nelson says it best: "You were always on my mind."
All in all, everything considered, it seems to me that Gov. Pete Ricketts has earned high marks for his
handling of this challenge.
From the beginning, he has been fully engaged and committed, turning to the University of Nebraska
Medical Center early for expert advice and then working day and night to try to manage the arrival
of the coronavirus.
Along the way, he has made decisions to adopt rules and regulations and expectations as the virus
began to spread across the state.
And Dr. Anthony Fauci says he is doing just fine.
Lack of sufficient testing is the huge vulnerability in the governor's plan — and in the plan of every
state, some more than others. Without adequate testing, we don't know where the virus is as it
reaches out to infect more people.
Ricketts and his medical experts know that.
"We need to expand testing," the governor said on his most recent NET town hall telecast.
"I'm on the phone with suppliers," seeking the required reagents for increased testing, he said.
"We're working on it every day."
Lack of sufficient testing "absolutely (is) a concern," UNMC Dr. James Lawler said on that same
broadcast. "We'd like to have a significant increase in testing."
That's the missing "temperature gauge," which is key to tracking and managing the outbreak, he
said.
And containing it.
It seems clear that there's a huge federal government failure here.
George W. Bush initiated pandemic planning in 2005 and it included a focus on vaccine development
and stockpiling of critical supplies.
Barack Obama formed a pandemic response office and a team of his aides briefed members of
Donald Trump's incoming administration on what they had learned about preparing to fight a
pandemic seven days before he took office.
That pandemic response office was subsequently scrapped and Trump was clearly slow in
recognizing or even understanding the scope or danger of the onrushing virus. And that is costing
American lives.
Looking ahead now, Lawler says: "We're not going to have life as we knew it until we have a
vaccine."
Most estimates suggest that may take a year to a year and a half, although one British scientist says
she is "80% confident" that her team at Oxford is developing an effective vaccine that could be ready
by September.
Go, Brit!
Dr. Fauci, the guy I would look to, says: "By November, we hope to have it under control."
That's a long ways away.
The worst assessment I heard in watching way too many TV reports Saturday: Major League Baseball







will lose both the 2020 and 2021 seasons and football will not be played this coming season as we
await development and successful trials of a vaccine.
Finishing up:
* Nebraska Democrats will conduct their state convention June 14 by telephone.
* There are more coronavirus cases per capita in Sioux Falls than in Chicago or Seattle after an
outbreak in a South Dakota meatpacking plant.
* An NBC News report says packing plant workers in Grand Island are "afraid to go to work, but can't
afford to stay home."
* Getting the Medicaid expansion that was approved by Nebraska voters in 2018 fully implemented
has been — and still is — a long road. Look for language in future initiatives to be more precisely,
and defensively, tailored.
* Here's the attitude that Dr. Lawler suggests Nebraskans adopt: "I'm going to wear a mask to
protect you."
By Don Walton
 


OWH: Omaha criminals aren't self-isolating — major offenses holding steady despite
coronavirus
 
Apparently, criminals in Omaha are missing the memo about staying home.
No stark changes have been recorded among the seven main categories of crime in Omaha
since restrictions on public gatherings were implemented in mid-March.
“You can’t even say it’s statistically significant,” said Deputy Director David Van Dyke, who oversees
the Omaha Police Department’s technical and reporting services. “Across the board, some weeks are
quieter, but it’s not outside the normal deviation of things.”
For the crimes that the Police Department reports to the FBI — homicide, sexual assault, robbery,
assault, burglary, theft and motor vehicle theft — the numbers don’t show a clear trend during the
weeks that followed March 14.
On that day, officials announced the first community spread of COVID-19 in Douglas County, which
triggered a shutdown of events with more than 250 people. Four days later, on March 18, Douglas
County Health Director Adi Pour prohibited gatherings of more than 10 people, with several
exclusions.
Crimes occurring from March 29 to April 4 (the Police Department counts a week from Sunday to
Saturday), which is the most recent information that was available, were at similar levels from weeks
past, with a couple of exceptions.
Two homicides occurred that week — both on April 4 — which was the first time all year that more
than one person was criminally slain in one day or one week.
Also notable is that the number of crimes the department does not have to report to the FBI, which
include criminal mischief, theft by deception, trespassing, harassment and others, did not rise above
200 in the week of March 29 to April 4. In the previous eight weeks, the total of those crimes had
been at least 10% higher.
However, slight changes were seen among various 911 calls and arrests.
Most concerning, Van Dyke said, is that child abuse calls are down 23% since March 15, a day before
the Omaha and Millard Public Schools closed indefinitely. Teachers and school officials are
mandatory reporters and make up 20% to 30% of those who file child abuse reports, said Omaha
Police Capt. Anna Colon, who leads the child victim sexual assault unit.
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“If a child is being abused and you know of it, we ask that you report it to police. No one’s going to
look at you as being the nosy neighbor, getting in the family’s business,” Colon said. “It’s very
worrisome knowing that those kids are possibly still being abused and we don’t know who they are.
As long as COVID-19 has us isolated in the home, then that abuse is going to continue to go on.”
At Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts’ Tuesday press conference, the director of Nebraska’s Child and
Family Services Division said the state’s child abuse hotline, 800-652-1999, has seen a 20% decrease
in calls in the past month.
Stephanie Beasley said she was concerned that school closures, job losses and social isolation would
lead to an uptick in child abuse cases.
“These stressors can create a recipe for child abuse and neglect,” she said at the press conference,
asking people to be on the lookout for child abuse.
After that plea to the public, the number of 911 calls that day in the Omaha area about child abuse
doubled, Van Dyke said. Calls also spiked last Monday when Ricketts talked about domestic violence.
Since mid-March, daily domestic violence calls have been up between 6% and 10%.
A positive effect from people staying home and not hanging out at bars or going to parties is that
driving under the influence arrests have dropped in recent weeks. Weekly DUI arrests from Feb. 2 to
March 14 ranged from a high of 47 to a low of 36. The week of March 15, 35 DUI arrests were logged
in Omaha. For the final full week in March, arrests dropped to 22.
“We’re seeing less traffic on the roads. People don’t go out as much. The bars are closed,” Van Dyke
said. He added that collisions and officer-initiated traffic stops have also decreased.
Some of the officers from the traffic unit have been tapped to conduct coronavirus compliance
checks, making sure that large groups of people aren’t gathering in public spaces, bars or
restaurants. Wednesday, Omaha Police Chief Todd Schmaderer said officers have done more than
500 compliance checks relating to coronavirus health directives, 50 of which have been at the now-
closed city parks.
Other notable changes early on in the pandemic, Van Dyke said, are that disturbance calls to 911 are
up 10%. Also, calls to the department’s telephone reporting squad, which handles low-priority and
nonemergency reports, have doubled, from about 100 per day to 200. Instead of having officers go
out to take reports, department officials have asked residents to call the department’s
nonemergency number at 402-444-4877. That’s an effort to prevent the potential spread of the
virus.
Van Dyke, his crime analysis unit and command staff are constantly looking at the crime data to see
where they need to allocate officers based on the threats posed to the public.
Right now, that includes COVID-19.
“One of the biggest threats to our community right now is community spread” of the virus, Van Dyke
said. “So that’s why we’re allocating our resources to try to prevent that.”
By Alia Conley
 


Casper Star Tribune: Rural state governors’ COVID-19 responses draw national attention
 
Late last month, MSNBC television host Rachel Maddow drew her 10 million Twitter followers’
attention to Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon’s resistance to limiting the spread of COVID-19 with a
shelter-in-place order.
Friday, Dr. Anthony Fauci — one of the most prominent faces in the federal government’s response
to the coronavirus — complimented Gordon at the White House’s daily coronavirus briefing, saying
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that he was doing an “extraordinary job,” according to Gordon.
Wyoming’s governor is not alone in the increased attention, joining a number of other Republican
governors who have come under increasing scrutiny as more than 40 states have now implemented
stay-at-home orders. Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts — another leader reluctant to issue such an order
— has faced criticism from the medical community in his state, while South Dakota’s Kristi Noem has
faced similar critiques from the national press.
Gordon has also faced criticism in his own state. Last week, the Wyoming Medical Society sent a
letter to the governor urging him to issue a shelter-in-place order “before it was too late.”
As the federal government has largely left the direction of each state’s COVID-19 response to its
governor, positions like Gordon’s have been defended by others as an acknowledgement that many
areas of the country — while not immune to the virus — are simply different than those with tightly
populated municipal centers.
But with criticism and praise raining from both sides, rural governors are left to contemplate one
question: Do they need the New York City treatment to slow the spread of the virus?
Shelter in place: What does it mean?
The definition of a stay-at-home or shelter-in-place order varies from state to state. From the
strictest orders — like those seen in New York with its PAUSE Act — to those that are less restrictive,
most states have at least stressed the importance of staying home, to varying success. The key
difference, however, is each state’s willingness to enforce it.
The diversity of responses seen across the country is by constitutional design, said William Galston of
the Brookings Institution, mapped out to encompass the unique needs of a state or region to avoid
one-size-fits-all directives from Washington that don’t apply to places that may be geographically or
politically different.
As long as the governors of a state are adequately protecting public health, he said, the federal
government would have no prerogative to intervene. Otherwise, state leaders have broad latitude to
apply their policies and response in whatever way they see fit.
“The governor of Wyoming, like every other governor, has to decide how to coordinate expert
opinion, economic considerations and the public when making his decisions,” said Galston, an expert
in governance studies specializing in U.S. public philosophy and political institutions.
So far, what Gordon has actually said and directed mirror the goals and intents of other, more
aggressive states, only without the hard-line provisions that require individuals to stay home and
shut down a wider category of businesses.
While states like Colorado have only allowed businesses to stay open if they’re deem essential — gas
stations, critical manufacturing, and grocery and liquor stores, for example — Gordon has so far
limited his activity to closing specific public gathering places like bars, restaurants and fitness
centers, as well as personal care businesses like spas and salons, while prohibiting gatherings of 10
or more people.
The governor also recently took the step of signing an order requiring some visitors to Wyoming to
quarantine themselves for 14 days upon entering the state, advising hotels, Airbnbs and other
establishments to inform visitors of the restrictions upon their entrance.
While local law enforcement has statutory authority to issue citations for violating those orders, the
onus is essentially on the agencies to determine whether someone is breaking the law.
“Our Wyoming values say to talk less and say more,” Gordon said April 3. “Our orders talk less and
say more.”
In that sense, Gordon’s orders are rhetorically the same as any other state’s. But his mandates have
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one key difference: They largely restrict the free rein of businesses, not people.
From the governor’s position, however, those positions seem to have delivered: In a press
conference on Wednesday, Gordon touted the success of those policies by pointing to Google
analytics showing community travel down nearly 40 percent in some jurisdictions — seemingly an
improvement over the “F” grade for social distancing the state received from the tech
company Unacast in late March.
Even with an increase in compliance, can Wyoming truly expect to be successful without a shelter-in-
place order? According to Allan Louden, an expert in political communication at Wake Forest
University who spent six years as an educator in Wyoming, success without hard-line enforcement
comes down to consistent messaging — particularly messaging that outlines the severity of the
crisis.
“I am struck with the calm tone, but more so of how he weaves who is the responsible actor with
who must act,” Louden said after reviewing video of Gordon’s statements in press conferences.
“That is, individualsing compliance a little more bluntly.
“You tend to think of the West as the land of the rugged individualist, that tends to be skeptical of
authority,” he said. “But not this time.”
Identity under crisis
That’s not to say the public and social considerations of addressing the crisis in Wyoming have been
uncomplicated: On the governor’s social media pages, members of the public have been regularly
calling on him to implement more aggressive containment measures as often as they’ve advised him
to stay the course.
In a comment on a recent Facebook post, a woman who identified herself as an intensive care unit
nurse in Cheyenne said she was “begging” him to shut down the state, writing “I am the one that will
take care of these people that do not adhere to social distancing.”
Others have supported his handling of the crisis, with one commenter urging Wyomingites to quit
challenging him to make an order and listen to what he says: simply, stay at home unless you have to
leave.
Two separate public opinion polls released last week — one by Microsoft, one by the University of
Wyoming — show public approval of Gordon’s response at around 80 percent: a double-digit
increase of his nation-leading approval rating by the Morning Consult.
However, the dichotomy in public opinion — whether Gordon has done too much or too little — has
begun to come into focus. Lawmakers like Rep. Scott Clem, R-Gillette, and Thermopolis Republican
John Winter have written letters urging the governor to “reopen the economy” amid the crisis, while
a number of communities around the state have weighed implementing ordinances of their own
that go beyond the actions taken by the governor.
This divide came into focus this week with two protests of very different types taking place in
different parts of the state: a conservative-led demonstration in Casper urging the reopening of the
economy, and a petition drive in Jackson urging Gordon to allow the town to proceed with the strict
shelter-in-place order he previously rejected.
That deal was later renegotiated and approved, after the order was rewritten to allow more
businesses to stay open. However, some residents — noting the area’s high volumes of tourist
traffic, tight population density and large population of commuters from other states and counties
— argue that they need more leeway.
“If we come out of this and everyone wonders if we overreacted, then we did the right thing,” Teton
County Commissioner Mark Newcomb wrote in an email. “The flip side is simply unfathomable in
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this community. It’s too small, too tight-knit, too everyone-knows-someone. We would have been
devastated. And we still have to see how we finally come out. So far it’s not great, but we’re doing
OK.”
“There has been some local pushback,” Teton County Board of Commissioners chairwoman Natalia
Macker said. “But we’ve just been trying to educate as much as possible about why this is a
necessary step, what the benefits could be and what our goal is for doing it.”
Questions of legality, enforcement
While aggressive responses to control the virus have been boosted as the most effective means of
slowing the spread in a number of jurisdictions, a spokesperson for Gordon said there are plenty of
reasons to stop short of harder guidelines to shelter in place.
The legal framework for implementing stay-at-home orders across the country is also something of a
patchwork, with statutes outlining the governor’s legal authority differing from state to state.
According to the Wyoming Attorney General’s Office, the current statutory scheme in Wyoming says
that the state’s authority to implement public health orders extends to the county level, though
municipalities would be covered by any county public health order or statewide public health order.
Even then, Gordon has already stated a willingness to proceed with guidelines counties feel are
“appropriate to enact” and only to the extent that the state health officer agrees they “are
necessary to protect public health.”
At this point, Gordon said he would only issue that ultimate action in the form of a shutdown of all
businesses — most states to implement business shutdowns have done so only for businesses
deemed non-essential — and an aggressive stay-at-home order that will restrict all people in their
homes. The governor underscored this point in a news conference last week by pointing out the long
list of business exemptions in places like Colorado.
“The Governor believes shelter-in-place orders may have value,” Gordon’s spokesman, Michael
Pearlman, wrote in an email. “But different parts of the country have different characteristics, and
the effectiveness of any stay-at-home order boils down to both how it is written and whether it’s
effective at changing behavior, something he has been continually emphasizing.”
Still, communities seem to be preparing for whether actual enforcement of the governor’s orders
will eventually be necessary.
Natrona County law enforcement has already been informed it has the statutory authority to punish
apparent violations of statewide orders. Cheyenne’s public services committee discussed Tuesday
the logistics of local enforcement, contemplating a potential emergency ordinance to give their local
police direction in issuing citations for individuals deemed to be in violation; the committee also
debated how to comply with future restrictions that could lead to some businesses needing to seek
out exemptions.
“We support the governor’s recommendations, and we’re going to enforce them,” said Cheyenne
Mayor Marian Orr, who has expressed her desire for a statewide shelter-in-place order.
According to some experts, the challenges of enforcing a top-down directive — and its reliance on
law enforcement — can be a limitation for state governments to slow the spread and could
potentially pale in comparison to clear communication about the risk of ignoring social distancing
guidelines.
“As far as enforcement, some governors and mayors have chosen to use local police to enforce
these orders, especially in egregious violations, but it’s impractical to rely on enforcement to make
the difference,” said Bill Kramer, the vice president of policy at Multistate Associates, a public affairs
consulting firm based in Virginia. “Clearly communicating the seriousness of the pandemic and the
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best precautions residents can take will be the most effective way for state and local leaders to stop
the spread of COVID-19 in their states.”
Ultimately, a governor’s ability to fight the spread of COVID-19 comes from public trust and the
governor’s own understanding of the nuance necessary to balance public health and public opinion.
But the amount of leeway afforded to governors can also offer something different: a deeper
understanding of the role of culture in how states respond to national crises.
“The term we use in political science is that states are ‘laboratories of government,’” said Florida
Atlantic University professor Kevin Wagner, who studies political behavior in state legislatures
around the country. “So, if there’s a problem, and a bunch of different states treat it differently, we
can eventually discover the best way to deal with a problem — by seeing which states succeed and
which fail.
“The problem in this particular kind of case is that when you have an inconsistency of approaches to
a pandemic, it doesn’t just affect one state — it affects surrounding states and maybe the entire
country,” he added. “So, maybe our laboratories of democracy are great for this particular kind of
problem.”
By Nick Reynolds
 


GII: Getting back to normal not possible
 
Thankfully, the Easter Bunny came through this morning to give us a sense of normalcy along with
plenty of candy to satisfy our sweet teeth.
With animals also contracting COVID-19, it’s a good thing that we don’t have an Easter tiger, cat or
dog.
We should also appreciate that the Easter Bunny is considered an essential worker in the majority of
the United States that are under shelter-in-place orders.
And if snowy, miserable weather had to hit Central Nebraska on an Easter, this is as good as any. It’s
not like any sunrise services were disrupted by a late blast of winter.
This weather should encourage us Nebraskans to follow our state’s really strong shelter-in-place
recommendation.
Many are encouraging Gov. Pete Ricketts to change that recommendation to an order. He seems to
want to be the parent who won’t set a curfew for the teenagers because he wants to trust them to
do the right thing on their own.
But (formerly acting) members of the government shouldn’t believe that only Navy aircraft carrier
captains are “too stupid or too naive” when it comes to dealing with the coronavirus pandemic. All it
takes are a few bad choices by a few individuals to potentially put dozens of lives at risk.
I’m sure that there aren’t too many people out there who are fully enjoying this whole shelter-in-
place thing, whether it is ordered or just recommended.
You miss family gatherings. There isn’t time to catch up with friends in person. No attending church
services.
It’s difficult not personally interacting with (at least some) co-workers.
We all can’t wait until things get back to “normal.”
But will things ever exactly return to the way they were just one month ago?
A lot of jobs were lost. Businesses shut their doors. Some of those businesses aren’t coming back.
Neither are some of those jobs.
And the work environments of those businesses that emerge intact could permanently change.







While working from home isn’t for everyone, there are plenty of benefits. Some may want to
continue to take advantage of those when workplaces reopen, at least a few days a week.
It is nice setting your alarm for five minutes before you have to start work, throwing on one of your
35 Pearl Jam T-shirts, grabbing some leftovers out of the fridge and making that 15-second commute
to your office.
Don’t judge me if that is my routine, even though my job usually starts at 3 p.m.
If this working-from-home thing is necessary for another month or two, it’ll be even tougher to
readjust back to an office environment.
Those first few days we might have to print off checklists to remind ourselves to once again start
using deodorant, hair products and pants.
It’ll be time to find those razors and shaving cream containers again (you ladies, too — this is a sexist
free writing zone).
The opportunity to take mid-shift naps that we now have will likely be frowned upon once we return
to our usual places of employment.
I may need to look at YouTube videos to remember how to put gas into my car.
That’s something I used to do about once a week in the old days due to traveling around the area
covering sports.
I haven’t fueled up in almost a month. I’m tempted to go out and drive around the block 100 times
so I need gas and can take advantage of these super cheap prices.
Hiding half of my face under a mask while in public is something I could be happy to see extend past
the COVID-19 threat.
And if we could extend our personal space to 6 feet permanently and maintain one-way aisles in
grocery stores, I wouldn’t object.
I just hope that we get the opportunity to find out exactly what the new normal is sooner rather
than later.
By Dale Miller
 


OWH: Nebraska's coronavirus cases jump to 814; deaths remain at 17
 
Nebraska reported 814 cases of the novel coronavirus on Sunday, up from 704 cases Saturday.
Among the new cases were the first to be reported in Dakota County. Both involved women in their
30s and 40s.
The state’s death total remained at 17. The two latest deaths, reported Friday afternoon, were a
man and a woman, both in their 70s, who were residents of a long-term-care facility. Both died at a
Hall County hospital in the Grand Island area.
More than 10,991 people had been tested in the state as of Sunday evening, and 10,158 of those
tests were negative.
Douglas County continued to lead Nebraska with 242 total COVID-19 cases, an increase of seven
from Saturday.
Hall County was second-highest with 161, up from 131 on Saturday. Some of those cases have come
from an outbreak at a meatpacking plant.
Officials in Lincoln announced two new coronavirus cases on Sunday, bringing Lancaster County’s
total to 54. Lancaster County has reported one death.
In Iowa, health officials Sunday reported 77 new coronavirus cases, bringing the state’s total to
1,587. Seven new deaths brought the state’s total to 41.
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Beginning Monday, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services will begin updating
its coronavirus dashboard once daily at 6 p.m. It had been providing updates twice a day. “This
change aims to ensure clarity and consistency in the reporting of case numbers throughout
Nebraska,” health officials said.
By Reece Ristau
 


OWH: Nebraska reports 704 COVID-19 cases; Iowa reports 3 more disease-related
deaths
 
The number of COVID-19 cases in Nebraska has hit 704, state officials said at midday Saturday.
The number is up 56 from the 648 reported Friday evening.
The number of deaths in the state remained at 17, according to the Nebraska Department of Health
and Human Services.
COVID-19 has now been reported in 43 of the state’s 93 counties, including Kimball County, which
has reported nine cases.
Douglas County, which has the most COVID-19 cases of any county in the state, had 235 cases as of
Saturday, the Douglas County Health Department said. Officials announced 13 new cases Saturday,
involving six men and seven women between ages 18 and 76.
Two cases were community-acquired, with eight of the people having contact with a known case and
three of the others still under investigation, county health officials said. None of them are
hospitalized.
Hall County, which has seen a recent surge in numbers, is second-highest with 131.
Lancaster County has 50. Sarpy County has 41.
The department reported that 10,197 people have been tested.
Iowa officials on Saturday were reporting 1,510 positive COVID-19 cases, up from 1,388 on Friday.
According to the Iowa Department of Health, three additional deaths have been reported in the
state: a person between 61 and 80 years old in Crawford County, a person between 61 and 80 in
Madison County and a person 81 or older in Johnson County.
The majority of new Iowa cases were reported in Washington, Tama, Scott, Polk, Muscatine,
Marshall, Louisa, Linn, Johnson, Clinton and Blackhawk Counties.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: 2 more Nebraskans have died from COVID-19, raising state's total to 17, officials
say
 
Two more Nebraskans have died from the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, bringing the
state’s total to 17, officials said Friday afternoon.
The Central District Health Department, which serves Hall, Hamilton and Merrick Counties, reported
the deaths — a man and a woman, both of whom were in their 70s and who were residents of a
long-term care facility. They both died at a Hall County hospital, officials said.
A total of 140 lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been reported in that area, which includes
Grand Island. That’s up 35 from Thursday.
On Friday evening, Nebraska reported 648 cases of COVID-19, up from 586 Thursday night.
Douglas County on Friday reported 24 new cases of COVID-19, bringing the county’s total to 222.
The cases involve 12 men and 12 women between ages 23 and 104, officials said. Eleven of the
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people had contact with a known case, five people were new cases of community spread and details
weren’t immediately available on eight of the cases. One of the newly identified people with COVID-
19 is known to be hospitalized.
The Douglas County Health Department has received 3,189 test results since testing began in March,
officials said. As of Friday afternoon, the positive rate for the past week was 7.9%, compared with 7%
last week and 5.7% two weeks ago. Six Douglas County residents are known to have died from
COVID-19.
Earlier, Lincoln officials confirmed four new cases of COVID-19 in that city, bringing the city’s total to
49 confirmed cases.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department is investigating the new cases, which include three
people in their 30s and one in his or her 60s.
The health department is monitoring 101 people. Lancaster County has reported one death from
COVID-19, 1,400 negative tests, the 49 positives and 12 tests that are pending at the Nebraska Public
Health Lab.
Sarpy County has the fourth-most cases, with 39. Adams County, home of Hastings, is next with 38.
Iowa said Friday that it has 118 more cases for a total of 1,388. Two more deaths from COVID-19
also have been reported, the Iowa Department of Public Health said. The two people who died were
residents of Linn County. One was between ages 61 and 80 and the other was 81 or older.
Iowa has had an additional 862 negative tests for a total of 14,565 to date.
By Bob Glissmann
 


OWH: 9 coronavirus cases reported at Callaway assisted living facility in central Nebraska
 
An outbreak of the novel coronavirus has struck a central Nebraska assisted living facility, health
officials said over the weekend.
Nine cases of COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus, were reported at the Callaway Good Life
Center in Callaway, which is in Custer County.
The cases are all related and involve one staff member and eight residents, according to the Loup
Basin Public Health Department, which serves Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup,
Sherman, Valley and Wheeler Counties.
Residents who tested positive or were symptomatic were moved out of the facility, the Health
Department said in a press release. Rooms were being deep-cleaned. Those who remain at the
center are being monitored for symptoms.
Staff members are using “proper infection control procedures” to care for those who remain, health
officials said.
The center had taken early precautions to prevent the spread of the virus, the Health Department
said. Visits by family members, volunteers and other nonessential visitors were halted as of March
10, and staff members have been monitored for symptoms upon arrival for each shift.
The Callaway cases are being considered community spread because those who tested positive did
not have a known history of travel. Officials are tracing contacts and reaching out to everyone who
may have been exposed.
Custer County had reported 13 cases as of Sunday afternoon, nine of which were tied to the center.
Several nursing homes in Nebraska have experienced outbreaks of COVID-19. At least two of them
— the Douglas County Health Center and a nursing home in Adams County — have recorded deaths.
More than 3,600 deaths nationwide have been linked to coronavirus outbreaks in nursing homes
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and long-term-care facilities, according to the latest count by the Associated Press.
The Callaway Good Life Center is a 35-bed skilled nursing facility that provides 24-hour care for
residents, according to its website. It also provides therapy and rehabilitation services.
By Reece Ristau
 


NP Telegraph: Great Plains Health housing nine COVID-19 patients from Loup Basin
Public Health Department territory
 
Great Plains Health CEO Mel McNea confirmed Saturday that the hospital is housing nine COVID-19
patients from the Loup Basin Public Health Department, which covers Custer County.
“Those that have arrived so far are being cared for by our highly trained staff,” McNea said in a
statement. “We are taking every precaution and have isolated the patients in our COVID-19 unit,
which is separate from our other patients. Our staff is following all (Centers for Disease and
Prevention) guidelines to minimize exposure and stay safe.”
LBPHD said in a press release Saturday that it had confirmed nine additional cases in Custer County,
all stemming from Callaway Good Life Center in Callaway. According to the LBPHD website and the
Department of Health and Human Services there are 13 confirmed cases in Custer County.
The nine cases LBPHD identified Saturday are a staff member and eight residents at the Callaway
Good Life Center, it said in its press release.
“Callaway Good Life Center is working in conjunction with Callaway District Hospital, Nebraska
Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program, Department of Health and Human Services,
Great Plains Health and Loup Basin Public Health Department,” the release said. “This team is
working together to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all staff and residents involved. Through the
collaboration of these agencies, a decision was made to move those residents who tested positive or
are symptomatic out of the facility. A deep clean of the empty rooms is being done so that the
residents who tested negative can remain in the facility. They will be closely monitored for a change
in health status. Staff is utilizing proper infection control procedures to care for those who remain in
Callaway Good Life.”
Residents are at a heightened risk of serious complications from the illness, LBPHD said, because of a
multitude of threats including age, underlying health conditions and close living conditions. Callaway
Good Life Center had taken early precautions and halted visits from families, volunteers, non-
essential medical personnel and vendors as of March 10. In addition, staff have also been monitored
for symptoms upon arrival for each shift including temperature logs.
The nursing home cases are examples of community transmission of the virus, meaning the patients
did not have a known history of travel. LBPHD is doing contact tracing and reaching out to everyone
who may have possibly been exposed to any confirmed cases. Health officials say for every person
who’s tested positive, they’ve been in contact with an average of 90 people.
 


OWH: Omaha VA reports 6 COVID-19 cases, 1 death as staff braces for patient surge
 
Four patients and two staff members of the VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System have
tested positive for COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, VA officials acknowledged
Friday, and one local veteran has died.
The veteran who died from the coronavirus was a man in his 80s who had cancer and was in hospice
care at the Douglas County Health Center, near the Omaha VA Medical Center on Woolworth
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Avenue. His death was previously reported by The World-Herald on April 4, but not his veteran
status.
COVID-19 cases have been diagnosed at Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers in both
Omaha and Grand Island, said Kevin Hynes, a VA spokesman.
A resident at the Central Nebraska Veterans’ Home in Kearney also tested positive, officials
announced Saturday.
Two veterans are being treated as inpatients at the Omaha VA Medical Center, he said. Another has
recovered and gone home. Of 67 veterans who have been tested by the VA locally, 63 have tested
negative for COVID-19.
Dr. David Williams, the health care system’s chief of staff, said Omaha’s 5.8% rate of positive tests is
far lower than at VA medical centers in New York, where the rate exceeds 30%.
“It’s a very vulnerable population, and yet we’re seeing a really low rate,” he said.
One of the two employees is also under quarantine. The second has recovered, Williams said.
Neither was linked to any of the patients who contracted the virus.
The number of cases in Omaha has been unclear because of mistakes by the VA headquarters in
Washington on its coronavirus website, publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus.
Since late March, the website has been listing positive tests at each VA medical center around the
country. Until last week, it was listing as many as 14 cases under “Central Plains HCS (Omaha, Neb.).”
However, there is not currently a Central Plains Health Care System within the VA.
On Tuesday, the VA changed the title to “VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System.” By
Saturday, the number of cases was 15. Nationwide, the VA recorded 3,754 COVID-19 cases and 200
deaths.
Williams said he is certain about the Omaha VA’s numbers: 4 positives among 67 tests.
“We track our numbers every day,” he said.
He believes the VA is lumping numbers from medical centers in Des Moines and Iowa City in with
Omaha’s because years ago all three centers operated under the same bureaucratic umbrella.
Williams said the Omaha VA hasn’t suffered the shortages of equipment and personnel reported at
other VA medical centers around the country and that were forecast in a VA inspector general report
issued in late March.
The IG’s office sent inspectors unannounced into 58 medical centers and 125 regional clinics
between March 19 and 24, and followed up by interviewing senior administrators at 54 of the 58
hospitals, including Omaha.
Among their findings:


·         16 of the 58, including Omaha, needed to improve their process for screening patients.
(Omaha unveiled a retooled screening system March 31.)


·         32 of 54 administrators, including Omaha’s, expected shortages of supplies in the event of a
surge of cases. At Omaha, shortages were expected of gowns, surgical masks, N95
respirators, hand sanitizer and bleach.


·         25 of 54 administrators, including Omaha’s, said they expected staffing shortages. At
Omaha, the shortfall was expected in the areas of police and environmental management,
which includes custodians and housekeepers.


Union officials representing VA workers across the country have complained of shortages of
protective equipment at VA facilities across the country, leaving them feeling unprepared and at
times frightened to face the coronavirus pandemic.
Irma Westmoreland, a nurse at the Charlie Norwood VA Medical Center in Augusta, Georgia, told
Military Times that the hospital where she works has already run out of paper gowns and is warning
staffers to ration their use of linens.
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She is president of National Nurses United, which represents 12,000 nurses at 23 VA facilities across
the country.
“When we get a surge of cases, where will we be?” Westmoreland told Military Times. “I’m afraid for
my co-workers, and I’m afraid for my family.”
Leaders of the American Federation of Government Employees Local 2270, which represents
workers at the Omaha VA, did not respond to messages left through its national headquarters.
Williams said the VA has acquired additional supplies — including donated shipments of hand
sanitizer from Brickway Brewery in the Old Market and the veteran-owned Soldier Valley Spirits in La
Vista — since the inspector general visited last month. Extra equipment has also been donated by
Westside Community Schools and the group PPE for Nebraska.
“We’ve been using these donated supplies,” Williams said.
He acknowledged that masks are being rationed in some cases and are handed out by supervisors.
“Every facility had concerns early on about the burn rate,” Williams said. “Right now, we have
adequate levels of protective gear.”
He said he believes the state also has enough ICU beds and ventilators to get through a pandemic
peak that is expected in late April. They have arrangements in place to help civilian hospitals in an
emergency, and vice versa.
“We’re all following the model very carefully,” Williams said. “We want to make sure if the surge
comes, we are ready.”
By Steve Liewer
 


OWH: Nebraska state program to provide hotel rooms to first responders exposed to
COVID-19
 
A program started by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services will provide hotel
rooms to first responders exposed to COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus.
The goal of the program is to reduce the spread of the virus and prevent workers from bringing it
home to loved ones, DHHS said.
Accommodations are for frontline workers who can't quarantine at home or cohabitate with
someone who is deemed high-risk.
If a first responder shows signs of COVID-19 they will be able to self-isolate and receive appropriate
care as needed, DHHS said.
First responders, including health care workers, EMS, law enforcement and corrections officers, can
request a room by calling (833) 220-0018.
Calls can be made from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. seven days a week. Messages left on the after-hours
voicemail will be returned the following day. Turnaround time for a site placement will be within 24
hours.
Lancaster County workers must coordinate directly with their employer.
Upon arrival, individuals checking-in will be asked to present their employee ID to verify their
registration.
By Jessica Wade
 


OWH: Meatpacking workers are considered essential. But what happens when they get
COVID-19?
 







Shoppers are filling their carts and freezers with meat as the coronavirus crisis forces Americans to
stay home and cook more meals there.
But what happens when the workers who slice, process and package those chicken breasts, pot
roasts and sausage links start to get sick?
As of Thursday, 28 workers at the massive JBS USA beef plant in Grand Island had tested positive for
the coronavirus, representing a quarter of the 105 confirmed cases in the Grand Island area. The
meatpacking plant is Grand Island’s largest employer, with 3,600 workers clocking in for different
shifts.
A worker at the McCain Foods frozen french fry plant in Grand Island has tested positive, too.
Because testing for the virus has been so limited, it’s hard to get a handle on how many may have
been exposed.
Social distancing isn’t easy at plants where employees often stand nearly shoulder to shoulder on
the production line, slaughtering and cutting chickens, pigs or cattle, or handling frozen or packaged
foods. And when the virus gets inside a facility, it can spread quickly, threatening workers and food
operations.
Many workers are immigrants or refugees, including Latinos, Somalis and Karen from Myanmar.
They are typically paid somewhere between $15 and $21 per hour for fast-paced, demanding work
in chilly temperatures.
What’s on the mind of those workers these days?
“Primarily fear,” said Eric Reeder, president of United Food & Commercial Workers Local 293.
The union represents 10,000 food workers at JBS, Cargill, Nestlé, Omaha Steaks, Tyson and
Smithfield plants located in both rural and urban areas: Omaha, Crete, Schuyler, Nebraska City,
Grand Island and Tecumseh.
“There’s two types of workers as far as what they’re afraid of,” Reeder said. “You have the workers
who are afraid of contracting the virus, and then you have the workers who are worried about losing
their job or their home” if they have to quarantine or a plant halts production.
Hundreds of worried workers have called out sick from the JBS plant in recent days, he said.
Gleibis Rodriguez, an organizer with Heartland Workers Center, has talked to several workers at
McCain Foods and JBS. A few who can afford it are taking two weeks off, unpaid, until the outbreak
at the beef plant is contained.
The workers there are not a monolith, she said. Some told her the company should have taken
action sooner to protect its employees, while others have praised JBS for the increased cleaning and
disinfecting of work areas.
A JBS spokesman confirmed an uptick in absences but said “every day thousands of committed team
members show up to the facility to help our nation face this crisis. We salute and thank them.”
Meat packing and processing is big business in Nebraska and Iowa. Plants say they are taking every
precaution they can to limit the spread of the virus, while still churning out food to feed America and
customers abroad. Plant representatives have said their employees are proud to be considered
essential workers by the federal government.
“When you heard we were being requested to stay at home, what happened in our stores?” said Al
Juhnke, the executive director of the Nebraska Pork Producers Association. “All those shelves were
emptied, including the meat case. But magically, if you’ve been in the store in the last week, all that
product is back in place. People need to recognize that as bad as things are with COVID-19, what
would make it even worse is a major disruption in our food supply.”
At several workplaces, workers’ temperatures are being taken at the start of shifts; Plexiglas dividers
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are being installed in cafeterias to separate workers; and plants are being carefully cleaned and even
fogged with disinfectant. Employees at the JBS plant in Grand Island are wearing their usual gloves,
frocks and hard hats, plus safety goggles and balaclavas that cover most of their face.
“We are not asking people to come to work here when they’re sick. I want to be very clear about
that,” said Tim Schellpeper, who runs the JBS Fed Beef division, on a plant tour last week.
Tyson is trying to procure more personal protective equipment — like masks — from federal
agencies, spokeswoman Liz Croston wrote in an email, and allowing workers to wear homemade
face coverings in the meantime.
Some employers have boosted hourly pay or offered bonuses — sometimes with good attendance
strings attached. The JBS plant in Grand Island gave out ribeyes on Friday. (The company’s giveaway
was met with a mix of “When can I get mine?” enthusiasm and “Steaks, really?” skepticism from
Facebook commenters.)
Advocacy groups like Heartland Workers Center, Nebraska Appleseed and the food workers union
are pushing employers and state policymakers to implement stronger, more uniform safety
measures, like slowing down production lines so people can spread out and giving workers paid sick
leave and hazard pay.
The response from plants has been a mixed bag, Reeder said. Nestlé said it will continue to pay
workers if a plant shuts down. Others have said overtime pay is enough — no hourly raises.
Across the country, workers have fallen ill at some of the biggest names in food.
A Tyson plant in Columbus Junction, Iowa, halted production. A Smithfield Foods pork plant in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, that pumped out 18 million servings of meat per day has closed for three
days for cleaning after more than 80 workers tested positive for the coronavirus. A 900-worker
Cargill plant in Pennsylvania closed temporarily after dozens of workers tested positive.
Workers at a JBS plant in Greeley, Colorado, have called in sick and complained about the lack of
precautions there. A 78-year-old plant worker there died Tuesday from COVID-19 complications,
although JBS officials deny he caught the virus at work. Union officials say at least two workers at a
Tyson chicken plant in Georgia have died.
Several meat and food production facilities in Nebraska and western Iowa, including Tyson, Cargill,
Michael Foods and Smithfield, declined to say whether any workers there have COVID-19, the
disease caused by the coronavirus, citing medical privacy.
No confirmed cases have been reported at the chicken plant in Fremont run by Lincoln Premium
Poultry, spokeswoman Jessica Kolterman said Friday. The plant takes in and carves up more than 1
million chickens a week for wholesaler Costco.
“We’ve been very fortunate we have not had any cases at this point, but we also recognize we have
1,100 people involved in our operation at some level,” Kolterman said. Coronavirus cases among a
workforce that large is a very real possibility.
Food producers are trying to ease consumers’ fears about the safety of the food they’re plucking off
shelves. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration says there is currently no evidence of the
coronavirus being transmitted by food or food packaging.
But if workers contract the contagious coronavirus, the effects can ripple outward.
There is the personal: the impact on the workers who fall ill, their families who must quarantine and
the community where they live, where the virus could spread.
The Hall County area, home to Grand Island, roughly 61,000 residents and several large
manufacturers, has more confirmed coronavirus cases on a per capita basis than the much more
populous Douglas County, where Omaha is located. Four people there have died.
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“Grand Island stands on the front line in the fight against COVID-19 because we have many people
employed in necessary jobs — manufacturing, food processing, agricultural equipment,” Mayor
Roger Steele said last week at a press conference. “While other cities can ask office workers to work
from home, that is not an option for our workers.”
Cases aren’t emerging at just the JBS plant — health care workers at area clinics and nursing facilities
have tested positive, too.
“Once it gets into the community, then it’s hard to say, is it in the plant or is it that the people in the
community are then going to work at the plant?” said Central District Health Department Director
Teresa Anderson, who oversees Hall, Merrick and Hamilton Counties. “At this point, it’s impossible
to know where it started.”
The U.S. Department of Agriculture gives health directors like Anderson the power to shut down
facilities overseen by the federal Food Safety and Inspection Service, but Anderson said any stricter
measures would have to be approved by the governor or Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Services.
Then there is the business side. While one pork plant in South Dakota shutting down for a few days
shouldn’t lead to shortages at the grocery store, multiple closures could sideline workers, slow
production and cause backups for the farmers and ranchers who raise animals.
While plants with outbreaks should consider ceasing production temporarily, “you cannot close all of
the food industry,” said Sergio Sosa, the executive director of the Heartland Workers Center. “We
need food and workers need to get paid.”
Many farmers and ranchers were already struggling to recover from historic flooding last year and a
fire at a Tyson processing plant in Kansas that disrupted beef markets.
“The idea that we’re buying more stuff at the grocery store, well that’s good, but that doesn’t
matriculate back into greater incomes for agriculture,” said Brad Lubben, an extension agriculture
economist at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
While it’s true that demand is up at the grocery store, producers and processors are doing less
business with restaurants, many of which have temporarily closed or scaled back to takeout-only.
It’s not as simple as shifting the bacon typically sold to eateries to grocery store coolers, said Lubben
and Jennifer Ryan, a professor of supply chain management and analytics at UNL. Those supply
chains are separate and distinct, often involving different cuts of meat and packaging, similar to the
differences between commercial and home toilet paper.
“For a processed meat product like chicken tenders, you’ll see product sold to both restaurants and
grocery stores,” Ryan said. “But the package sizes and labeling will be different.”
Ground beef may be a hot item for home cooks, but there’s a glut of the higher-end cuts typically
served at restaurants, like ribeyes, filets and prime rib.
There’s not a shortage of product, supply chain experts said, so there’s no need to panic-buy meat.
“We have enough resiliency built into the system that we can continue to operate, unless we have
multiple plants in a geographic area go down,” Juhnke said. “As long as you’re not hoarding.”
By Erin Duffy
 


OWH: How will Nebraska schools spend $128 million aid package? College students to
get help
 
Nebraska K-12 school districts, colleges and universities will split a $128 million federal care package
to deal with the impacts of the coronavirus outbreak, with a good chunk of the money aimed at
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helping college students.
How the money for students will be allocated is uncertain.
The law gives local and state education leaders latitude on allocating and spending the aid.
One Nebraska state official has cautioned school district leaders against using the extra money for
pay raises during the crisis.
The federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act will provide $60.8 million to Nebraska
school districts to cover expenses related to the pandemic.
The Omaha Public Schools will get almost $24.1 million. It appears the money could be used for
anything from meal planning to computers for distance learning to training for the eventual
reopening of schools. OPS receives the largest share among Nebraska’s districts. The amount of
money districts are getting is tied to the amount of federal Title I money they normally receive.
The Lincoln Public Schools is slated to get $7.5 million.
The Millard Public Schools will receive $1.8 million.
The act also provides more than $67.2 million for 38 Nebraska colleges and universities. At least half
of that money must be used for emergency financial aid grants to students whose education was
disrupted.
The University of Nebraska system will receive about $31.6 million for its four campuses: Lincoln,
Omaha, Kearney and the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha. Half of the money must
go to students.
Nebraska’s state colleges — Chadron, Peru and Wayne — will receive a total of about $4.4 million.
Community colleges — Central, Metropolitan, Mid-Plains, Southeast and Western Nebraska — are
slated to receive about $15.3 million.
Creighton University will receive nearly $3.2 million.
“It’s pretty clear we need to get those funds into students’ hands as quickly as we can,” said Chris
Kabourek, vice president and chief financial officer of the University of Nebraska.
Just how that will happen, and which students will get the money, is not clear.
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, in a letter Thursday to college and university presidents,
said the money should aid college students whose lives were disrupted and are facing financial
challenges and struggling to make ends meet.
She wrote that the act gives universities and colleges significant discretion on how to award the
money to students.
The money can be awarded to all students, or to only those with significant need, she wrote.
The only statutory restriction, she wrote, is that the money cover costs from the disruption.
DeVos said that could include food, housing, course materials, technology, health care and child
care.
She encouraged colleges to allocate aid to students with the greatest need and suggested the
awards be capped at $6,195, which is the federal Pell Grant threshold.
Local K-12 officials appear to have significant leeway on how to spend the money.
For K-12 schools, it could mean purchasing computers and online materials for distance learning
while schools are closed, but spokespersons for the Millard and Omaha districts said it’s too early to
say how their districts would spend it.
State Sen. Mike Groene, the Education Committee chair of the Nebraska Legislature, cautioned
school officials about taking advantage of the aid during a crisis.
“This is not the time for local elected boards to be passing out pay raises, benefit increases or adding
programs,” he said.







He said the money should be used for property tax relief.
With school buildings and buses idle, activities and travel canceled and teachers working from home,
districts should be spending less money now, he said. That savings, he said, could help offset next
year’s budget.
A spokesman for the Nebraska Department of Education said officials expect to receive guidance
from the U.S. Department of Education on what the K-12 money can be spent on.
U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., in a statement, said Friday that the law was structured to give spending
flexibility to local school leaders.
“We want these resources to meet local needs and, for a lot of students, that’s going to mean
software and technology,” Sasse said.
Jenni Benson, president of the Nebraska State Education Association, said President Donald Trump
and the U.S. Congress have given locally elected school boards needed latitude to decide how to use
the funds.
“The funds are to be used to support and ensure the safety and education of children — and there is
a list of permissible uses to which our local school boards must adhere,” Benson said.
According to Benson, the money can cover a variety of costs, including the planning for school
closures, cleaning and sanitizing facilities and training staff on how to ensure buildings are safe for
the return of students. It can be used for purchasing educational technology, planning for online
learning and how to support and serve special needs students, she said.
The distribution of aid for other metro Omaha school districts is as follows: Elkhorn, $127,000;
Douglas County West, $98,400; Ralston, $523,000; Bennington, $75,600; Westside, $491,500;
Bellevue, $774,000; Papillion La Vista, $386,400; Gretna, $123,200; Springfield Platteview, $53,500.
By Joe Dejka
 


OWH: Why Food Bank of the Heartland faces a ‘perfect storm’ amid pandemic
 
The challenge facing the Food Bank for the Heartland from this year’s coronavirus outbreak far
exceeds the difficulties posed by last year’s historic flooding.
Thousands of Nebraskans and Iowans have lost their jobs, making it tough for them to afford food.
The food supply chain is bottlenecked. People and retail stores are donating less food.
“It is absolutely a perfect storm, what we are facing,” said Brian Barks, president and CEO of Food
Bank for the Heartland.
The Food Bank’s need has doubled while purchasing costs have risen almost tenfold as grocery
stores donate half the food they normally do.
Usually, the Food Bank spends $73,000 per month to buy food. In March, the nonprofit spent
$675,000.
Barks said April’s food and operational costs could top $1 million.
“While we can buy food, it takes longer for us to get it,” he said. “There’s a lot of competition out
there for that food.”
The situation is similarly dire across the country. As public school systems shuttered, students who
rely on receiving meals there were in many cases left in the lurch. Many churches, schools and
community organizations that had once distributed food were forced to close. All of that has led to
greater demand at food banks and pantries.
Even as donations of money have increased across the nation, many orders placed by food banks
were canceled as suppliers struggled to keep up with panic-buying.
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The Food Bank for the Heartland distributes food to 600 pantries, shelters and partners across
Nebraska and western Iowa. It receives food from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and buys it
through Feeding America, which works with 200 food banks across the country.
Wednesday, Feeding America notified its food bank partners that half of the usual 50 vendors
removed themselves from the donation program, Barks said. Normally, food banks can choose from
among 1,000 food items, but the list is down to 600, including duplicate or undesirable foods, Barks
said.
The Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church food pantry is one of the hundreds of smaller pantries that
buys food from the Food Bank for the Heartland. While the pantry used to be “guest choice,”
meaning attendees could shop and pick out their food, organizers now put various items in bags and
distribute them to people.
The pantry is professionally sanitized twice a week, and volunteers wear homemade masks sewn by
a church member, said Susann Henry, the director of the pantry.
So far, the pantry hasn’t seen a huge change in demand. It usually assists about 400 people, and it
has been fortunate because donations from the congregation and food sources have been plentiful
enough that it hasn’t had to turn anyone away.
“If (congregants) had to get the food out of their refrigerators, they wouldn’t be turned away,”
Henry said.
The pantry usually is open Mondays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., but in light of the pandemic, organizers
have added a Friday evening pickup time. Because the pantry isn’t open the day after Easter, Good
Friday visitors received extra food to last the week.
The Food Bank’s 25 to 30 mobile pantry events are now drive-up, where volunteers give 28-pound
packs of nonperishable food items, plus additional produce or bakery goods. They also provide grab-
and-go breakfast and lunch for children at several schools across the metro area.
While Food Bank leaders appreciate volunteer help and food donations, Barks said, the organization
can better stretch a dollar than a regular consumer can. One dollar can provide three individual
meals, and the need is greater than ever, he said.
“Yes, we are grateful for food that comes to us by the grocery sack, but what we need right now is
food by the semi,” he said. “This is statewide. Every county in Nebraska and every county in Iowa is
experiencing the exact same thing. It doesn’t matter if you’re in the metro area or a rural
community, we are giving the same message: We need more.”
To donate to the Food Bank for the Heartland, go to foodbankheartland.org.
By Alia Conley
 


10/11: COVID-19: Per capita data shows different story of virus in Nebraska
 
LINCOLN, Neb. -- A quick glance at our county-by-county map, and it's clear to see why many view
Nebraska's biggest population centers - Omaha and Lincoln - as coronavirus hot zones. As we dug
into the numbers, however, it became clear that's not quite the case.
As of 8:00 p.m. on April 10, our combined data from the Department of Health and Human Services
and local health departments shows 668 COVID-19 cases in Nebraska. Nearly 33-percent of those
cases are in Douglas County, a county with a population of 571,327 (according to July 1, 2019 U.S.
Census data).
To get the per capita rate, we calculated how many residents per 100,000 people are positive. For
Douglas County, the number is about 37.
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It's quite the contrast to Kimball County, which is in the southwest corner of Nebraska's panhandle.
There are ten lab-confirmed cases, which is only about 1.4 percent of the State's total. However,
when accounting for Kimball County's population, 3,632, the per capita rate for 100,000 residents is
a whopping 275. That's seven-times the rate of Douglas County.
The second highest per capita rate in Nebraska belongs to Hall County, or the Grand Island area. At a
population of 61,353, the per capita rate (for 100,000 residents) is about 210. With 129 cases, it's
also the second highest county total in the state.
The Central District Health Department has seen rampant community spread throughout the area,
and between Hall, Hamilton, and Merrick counties, has seen 140 COVID-19 cases.
Top Ten COVID-19 Rates by County in Nebraska
Per 100,000 residents
Kimball: 275
Hall: 210
Adams: 124
Gage: 116
Hamilton: 96
Washington: 96
Franklin: 67
Buffalo: 62
Gosper: 50
Lincoln: 49
Douglas County is 12th highest when accounting for per capita COVID-19 cases.
Lancaster County, which at 49 cases has the third highest countywide total, actually ranks 34th in
Nebraska in COVID-19 cases per capita. With a population of 319,090, Lancaster County's rate per
100,000 people is about 15.
As a whole state, with a population of 1.93 million people, Nebraska's rate per 100,000 people is
about 34.
To put some of the numbers in greater context, here's a list of per capita data in some of the hardest
hit and/or largest populated areas of the United States:
Nassau County, New York
Population: 1.4 million
Per 100,000: 1,585
Cook County, Illinois
Population: 5.1 million
Per 100,000: 242
Suffolk County, Massachusetts
Population: 803,000
Per 100,000: 564
Los Angeles County, California
Population: 10 million
Per 100,000: 84
King County, Washington
Population: 2.2 million
Per 100,000: 183
Orleans Parish, Louisiana







Population: 390,000
Per 100,000: 1,388
Miami-Dade County, Florida
Population: 2.7 million
Per 100,000: 225
By Bill Schammert
 


KNEB: Federal stimulus payments intended for basic needs may disappear for thousands
of low-income Nebraskans unless action is taken
 
Federal CARES Act stimulus payments will soon be arriving in low-income Nebraskans’ bank
accounts, many of whom have already lost their jobs and steady income due to the COVID-19
pandemic. But this stimulus payment, intended to help pay for food, rent, utilities, and other basic
necessities, is at risk for thousands of low-income families. Bank garnishments are likely to begin for
past debts and judgments, taking away the stimulus payments and freezing up accounts at the worst
possible time, with low-income Nebraskans expecting the stimulus payment to help them afford vital
necessities such as food and rent during this crisis.
Starting this next week, it is expected that CARES Act stimulus payments of up to $1,200 per
individual and $500 per child will be deposited into bank accounts. In most instances, payments will
be automatically deposited into the bank account connected with the taxpayer’s 2018 or 2019
income tax return.
Although Congress protected the stimulus payments from debts owed to the federal government
(excluding child support), Congress did not protect these payments from other creditors. This leaves
many low-income Nebraskans fully exposed to the risk of having their stimulus payments taken to
pay old debts rather than being used to meet current basic needs.
Although under Nebraska law these payments are probably ultimately exempt for most low-income
families (after a complex legal process, including a court hearing), creditors can still take these
stimulus payments by moving ahead and garnishing bank accounts. And this happens quickly, often
without a family noticing until they go to the grocery store and their money is gone or they are
frozen out of their bank acount.
Contact Legal Aid of Nebraska immediately if bank account funds are frozen or garnished.
Legal Aid is raising this concern because of present law and the lowered ability of the courts to
respond during this crisis- raising great fear that these stimulus payments, intended to keep families
afloat, will instead be used largely to pay old debts.
Individuals who have their bank accounts garnished need to act fast.
Bank account funds are frozen until there is a hearing, meaning the account cannot be accessed to
pay for rent, food or other necessities. The presumption will be the stimulus payment funds are not
exempt, unless the debtor requests a hearing, files an inventory, and attends a court hearing. When
a bank account is garnished, there are only three days to request a hearing. After three days, if no
hearing is requested, creditors can request that the bank turn the funds over to the creditor.
Almost all low-income debtors (98%) have no legal representation in these exemption claims.
Self-represented debtors are at a serious disadvantage when trying to protect their limited funds
and claim their stimulus payment is exempt. Debtors representing themselves are unlikely to know
how to do this. Plus, they are not able to file anything electronically, and must go down to the
courthouse to file their paperwork during this public health emergency.







Further, Nebraska County Courts (who hear these claims of exemptions) have responded to the
COVID-19 threat differently all across the state. There is no one way being used by every court to
handle civil cases, including exemption hearings, during this public health emergency. Although the
courts remain “open,” in some counties the doors to the court house may literally be locked, making
it difficult for self-represented debtors to even file the necessary court paperwork.
Additionally, the debtor herself may be under quarantine, sick, or caring for small children or a sick
family member, and unable to attend a hearing in person. Even if she knew enough to request a
hearing and fill out an inventory, this will cause her claim of exemption to be denied.
Individuals who are experiencing or at risk of bank garnishment should do the following.
• Monitor bank account activity to determine whether funds have been deposited or garnished.
• Consider withdrawing the cash or using a pre-paid debit card to store the stimulus payments.
• Contact Legal Aid of Nebraska immediately if bank account funds are garnished. Legal Aid makes
protection from bank garnishment a priority and will provide qualifying individuals with an attorney
who can electronically file the necessary claim of exemption and appear at a hearing telephonically
so that no one needs to risk exposure to the COVID virus.
• Please call Legal Aid’s COVID-19 Disaster Relief Hotline: 1-844-268-5627
What needs to happen to further protect these stimulus payments.
Without an automatic exemption for the stimulus payment, Legal Aid fears those who it was meant
to help will lose the ability to pay for necessities in this very tough time.
If the stimulus payments were automatically exempt, low-income Nebraskans could access these
necessary funds immediately without risk of losing them to creditors. This could occur through an
Executive Order of the Governor per the present state of emergency, or other change in Nebraska
law.
Furthermore, if automatic exemptions not possible, hearings on garnishments should only be
telephonic hearings at this time. Most debtors representing themselves, though, do not know how
to request a telephonic hearing. County Courts should immediately require all garnishment hearings
to be telephonic.
About Legal Aid of Nebraska
Legal Aid of Nebraska was established in 1963 and is the only statewide non-profit civil legal aid
provider in Nebraska, providing free, high quality services to low-income Nebraskans in all 93
counties. Legal Aid’s mission is “to promote justice, dignity, hope and self-sufficiency through quality
civil legal aid for those who have nowhere else to turn.” Legal Aid’s administrative offices are in
Omaha, Nebraska.
By Legal Aid of Nebraska
 


NCN: Nebraska child care's excruciating COVID-19 decision: can I afford to close? Can I
afford not to?
 
Last week, two children at Erika Felt’s in-home child care sweetly hugged one another. It was the
sort of hug that normally makes Felt, a longtime Omaha child care provider, smile with satisfaction.
Last week it made her want to cry.
“The children want to stay close together,” Felt says. “They are scared. We all are.
“But I had to tell them last week, ‘You can love them, but you can’t hug them.’ It’s something that in
my wildest dreams I never thought I would say to a 5-year-old.”
Felt and nearly every child care provider in Nebraska currently find themselves stuck in an impossible







situation, making decisions they couldn’t have fathomed making even a month ago.
Many of the state’s child care providers are terrified for their health, their employees’ health, and
the health of the children in their care during the coronavirus crisis, according to a new statewide
survey by the Buffett Early Childhood Institute. (Learn more and read the survey highlights
at buffettinstitute.nebraska.edu/resources/covid-19.)
Providers know that children don’t do social distancing. They know that children, who are often less
affected by the virus, could easily pass it to one another, and then to their parents, their
grandparents, and the wider community. And many providers, while diligently sanitizing, report that
it’s both hard to get ample cleaning supplies and hard to clean every toy every time a child touches
it.
“The bar is closed. The nail salon is closed. Banks are closing their lobbies. Banks! The school is
closed,” says Stephanie Briggs, owner of the Kinder Academy in Bruning, who shuttered her child
care last week. “You tell me: Is K-12 more important than birth to 5? Is everyone else’s safety more
important than ours?”
But many providers are also terrified about what will happen if they do shut their doors. Many have
already lost a giant chunk of their income as parents keep their children at home, either because
they have decided it’s safer or because someone in the family has been laid off. Many providers
have already furloughed employees and are wading through oft-confusing government aid, including
expanded unemployment and small business loans.
And many are worried that, if they lock their doors, they will never reopen them.
Fewer than 25 percent of Nebraska child care providers say they can survive closing for two or three
weeks, according to the Buffett Institute survey results.
And hardly any Nebraska child care provider believes she can survive closing for more than a month.
Despite this, some 400 child care providers have already closed, at least temporarily, according to
Nebraska’s Department of Health and Human Services.
“I pay rent. This morning, when I get off the phone, I will be paying my rent with my credit card,”
says Felt, who has lost three of her six regular children at her northwest Omaha in-home child care.
A fourth child was kept at home for the first time Wednesday, though that child’s parents are
continuing to pay.
“If I lose all my kids the reality is pretty simple,” Felt says. “I’m going to be homeless.”
The people who care for and educate Nebraska’s young children are now asking themselves hard-to-
answer questions: Do I stay open or do I close? Can I afford to close? Can I afford not to?
Experts say that the excruciating decisions that Nebraska child care providers currently face highlight
two truths about our state’s early care and education system.
One: Early childhood care and education is crucial to the state, its economy, and its future.
If that wasn’t obvious before, it’s blindingly so now.
“If we’re going to talk about essential personnel…if you work in a hospital or at a grocery store, and
can’t watch your child for a period of time, then the next question is: ‘Who is going to watch my
child?’ So yes, child care providers are essential,” says Betty Medinger, senior vice president at the
Nebraska Children and Families Foundation.
Two: Despite early childhood care and education’s obvious importance, the Nebraska system is built
upon a wildly shaky economic foundation.
In January, the Nebraska Early Childhood Workforce Commission highlighted that the median annual
pay for an early childhood center teacher is a paltry $18,706. Low pay forces many early childhood
caregivers and teachers to leave the profession in pursuit of economic stability—rampant turnover
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that hurts families and kids. The commission, composed of state leaders in government, business,
community development, and education, has recommended that $911 million in federal, state, and
private money is needed annually to fully fund the state’s early care and education system by 2030.
Currently, the system operates on $459 million each year, roughly half of what is needed.
Nebraska’s child care system has trouble withstanding even the slightest setback. The system, and
most providers, are completely unprepared for the four-alarm health-and-financial disaster of a
global pandemic.
“This really is a building on fire,” says Cathy Lang, director of the Nebraska Business Development
Center at the University of Nebraska at Omaha and a member of the workforce commission. “And
now we really have to put it out.”
The Nebraska Children and Families Foundation (NCFF) is spearheading the effort to help Nebraska
child care providers. The organization has built a resource list for providers to link them to badly
needed resources and help answer questions. To learn more visit www.nebraskachildren.org.
NCFF is also leading a group effort to build a website that will link health care providers, emergency
responders, and other essential personnel with licensed Nebraska child care providers who are still
open.
The Nebraska Early Childhood Collaborative, in conjunction with NCFF, is offering $1,000 emergency
relief funds. All licensed child care providers in the state who are currently open and serving families
are eligible to apply. Funds are limited. Fill out an application
here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Relief-Fund-NCFF-NECC
Lang also advises that child care owners and providers in need of help should call their local banker
for financial advice, including on how to apply for the new small business loan and loan forgiveness
programs. The Nebraska Business Development Center is offering free statewide consulting, she
says. The Center for Rural Affairs’ Rural Enterprise Assistance Project may be able to provide
assistance to providers in rural Nebraska, Lang says. Providers should also join local coalitions or
contact community leaders to learn more about what’s happening to combat the COVID-19 crisis in
their towns, Medinger says.
As Nebraska’s early childhood organizations band together to try to help the state’s early childhood
providers, the providers themselves continue to make a previously unfathomable decision:
Do I stay open to help essential workers and prevent the collapse of my business? Or do I close
because I think it’s the safest thing for myself, my employees, the children, and their families?
Alicia Melo, the owner and operator of Little Explorers in Geneva, says she tossed and turned each
night in late March, unable to sleep as she tried to decide what to do.
On the one hand, she has a mortgage on her child care building to pay. She’s a divorced parent with
three kids. She employs trained, highly qualified teachers and doesn’t want to lay them off and lose
them. She estimates that she can close for three weeks without taking out a business loan. And
that’s only if most of her families continue to pay despite the closure.
On the other hand, her youngest child has asthma, and is thus at greater risk from the coronavirus.
And Melo says she knows deep down that no child care is truly safe right now, even with the staff
constantly sanitizing and disinfecting and praying no one gets sick.
As Melo explained the perilous safety situation to a dubious mom near the child care entrance last
week, she and the mom watched as a boy pretended to be a dog. He put a toy in his mouth and
growled. Then he took the toy out of his mouth and handed it to the mom’s baby. The baby put the
toy in her mouth. And then the baby’s older brother came up and gave the baby a sloppy kiss on the
cheek.
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“I see what you mean now,” the mom said.
“I told the city administrator, ‘How would you like it if unrelated people came up and licked you right
now?’” Melo says. “Because that is what’s happening at child cares all day, every day.”
After many sleepless nights, Melo made the excruciating decision to close March 30. It is the first
time Little Explorers has closed for even one day since it opened in 2010. She’s asking her families to
continue paying in the short term, though she isn’t sure how many will.
She has no idea how she will make it through the coronavirus crisis. She hopes that making the
decision to close will make it easier to sleep.
“This is very, very, very hard,” Melo says. “Basically, we feel guilty if we are open. And we feel awful
if we are closed.”
By Matthew Hansen
 


LJS: They can't meet at the Capitol, but technology is keeping state senators together
 
While Nebraska state senators wait to find out when and if they will reconvene this year to finish up
the final 17 days of the 2020 session, some have been communicating via Zoom and other
technology.
One Omaha political observer, Ricky Fulton, noticed the Zoom activity among senators and was
prompted to send a letter to Speaker Jim Scheer asking if meeting on Zoom was any kind of open-
meetings violation.
He also wanted to know how many senators could legally meet on a Zoom chat. And whether those
who don't use Zoom or other type of video conferencing would be left out of such meetings.
Shortly after the Legislature decided to stop meeting for a while to flatten the curve of spread of the
coronavirus and keep senators safe, at least seven members met on Zoom to "communicate
responsibly," as they called it.
Senators more recently received a briefing on Zoom about COVID-19 by the University of Nebraska
Medical Center.
Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart said she's been in contact with her fellow senators one to two hours a day
during this stay-at-home-as-much-as-you-can directive. With that, her phone time and screen time
have escalated.
She texts, Zooms, emails, watches webinars, and is on conference calls.
"The members of the Legislature are like my second family, and so a lot of us are communicating on
a daily basis like we do with our primary family, just to ensure that they're doing OK, too," Wishart
said. 
In answer to Fulton's questions, Scheer said as long as senators don't have a quorum in their virtual
meetings, which would be 25 senators, there's no infraction.
And he doesn't know that any committees are getting together, which can be seven to nine
senators, because all the committee work is basically done.
The interpretation of legislative rules he is using is that senators must be in the chamber at the
Capitol to be able to vote. And he is reluctant to change the rules, because Zoom has proven to be
somewhat unreliable, with hackers being able to inject themselves into meetings.
Technically, could a hacker of a legislative Zoom meeting change the outcome of a vote, he asked.
Good question.
For his part, he's just learning about Zoom, and doesn't tweet or use Facebook. But he does know
about phone conference calls. And Zoom adds visual to the audio, he said.







Just like the real world, he said, he can tell a lot more from a conversation if he's looking at a person
versus just listening, to know if the person is understanding what he is saying or whether he needs
to back up and say something in a different way.
The COVID-19 briefing with UNMC doctors was not much different than if senators had been
gathered at a social event, he said.
A lot of the Zoom meetings he has heard about are senators getting together in much-smaller
groups. 
"I think a lot of it, as well, is just social," he said. "A great number of these people have become very,
very good friends."
Although they say they are going to talk about various issues, he said, he suspects 95% has nothing
to do with any type of legislative work.
Scheer doesn't know when he might call senators back into session. In some number of weeks, cases
will peak and start coming down, he said.
"At some point in time it's just going to be a gut call," he said. "It's not going to go away. Like any
other virus, it's still going to be there. ... (But) I'm hoping that it will be minimal enough that people
will feel safe reconvening and finishing the session."
By JoAnne Young
 


LJS: LIBA endorses Hilgers, Campbell for Legislature
 
The Lincoln Independent Business Association on Thursday endorsed Sen. Mike Hilgers and Jacob
Campbell in two Lincoln legislative races.
Hilgers is seeking reelection in District 21, which is comprised of northwest Lincoln and Lancaster
County.
Campbell is seeking the District 29 seat that is being vacated by Sen. Kate Bolz, who will be term-
limited out of office at the end of the year.
District 29 spreads across south-central Lincoln.
LIBA said Hilgers and Campbell "best represent the issues that LIBA fights for on a daily basis,"
including tax reform, growth and economic development, reduced regulation, reduced government
spending and providing a resource for small businesses.
"Many local businesses are struggling right now amidst the coronavirus pandemic and Lincoln
businesses need help now more than ever," LIBA stated.
Hilgers is a Lincoln attorney; Campbell is a former child abuse investigator for the state and a
legislative staffer.
Both candidates are Republicans seeking seats in the nonpartisan Legislature.
By Don Walton
 


OWH: $1.68 million contract awarded to complete final repairs on levee protecting
Valley, Fremont
 
Final repairs will get underway this month to the damaged levee that protects Valley and parts of
Fremont from the Platte River.
The Omaha District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers last week awarded a $1.68 million repair
contract to KEU Inc. of Vancouver, Washington.
The Union and No Name Dikes reduce the flood threat to more than 1,300 structures and property







worth $1 billion, according to the corps.
“Getting this contract awarded is a significant milestone,” said Justin Ketelsen, project manager.
The levee protects 23,000 acres including Valley, a town of 2,300, and the southern part of Fremont.
Valmont Industries, meatpacking plants, other industries, agricultural lands and sandpit lake
communities like Ginger Cove and Ginger Woods also are protected by the levee.
About a mile of the 9.8-mile levee sustained damage.
In last year’s flood, most of Valley’s homes took on water, and its roads, culverts, sewer system and
park were damaged.
If all goes according to schedule, the levee reconstruction should be completed by mid-August, said
Michael Glasch of the Army Corps of Engineers.
Fully repaired, the levee protects against so-called 50- to 100-year flooding; in other words, flooding
that has a 1% to 2% chance of occurring in any year, according to the Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources District.
The corps will cover 80% of the repair costs, and the NRD will pick up the rest.
The levee was built in 1919 and has been overtopped only twice, in 1978 and 2019.
By Nancy Gaarder
 


AP: New hearing ordered over lawyer fees in Keystone XL case
 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The Nebraska Supreme Court ordered a new hearing Friday in a dispute over
who should pay the lawyer who represented landowners against the developer of the Keystone XL
pipeline when the company was trying to gain access to their land.
The landowners along the old proposed route have argued that TC Energy, formerly TransCanada,
should pay their attorneys' legal fees.
Company officials had tried to invoke eminent domain so they could run the pipeline through the
property of 40 Nebraska landowners who objected to the project on their land.
Those cases were still pending when the state Supreme Court issued a separate ruling that threw
into question whether the company's planned route through Nebraska was constitutional. In
response, TC Energy dropped its eminent domain cases and chose to reapply for a new route, but
landowners argued that the company should have to pay the costs of the lawyer who agreed to
represent them.
An Antelope County judge initially ruled in favor of the landowners and ordered TC Energy to pay
their legal fees, but the company appealed. A district court judge who heard the case reversed the
decision and sent the case back to the county court for another hearing.
Meanwhile, the state Supreme Court ruled in a similar case that TC Energy didn't have to pay the
legal fees of landowners in two other counties.
Based on that ruling, the Antelope County judge concluded that a new hearing wasn't necessary. The
landowners appealed that decision to the district court, which again ordered the county court to
hold a hearing. TC Energy responded by appealing to the Nebraska Supreme Court to resolve the
dispute.
“By concluding that the ordered ‘rehearing’ was pointless ... the county court deviated from the
district court's mandates, which it lacked the authority to do," Justice John Freudenberg wrote in the
opinion.
The 1,200-mile (1,930-kilometer) Keystone XL pipeline would transport up to 830,000 barrels (35
million gallons) of crude oil daily from western Canada to U.S. refineries.







It was rejected under the Obama administration over climate change worries and other
environmental concerns, but was revived after President Donald Trump took office.
If completed, the pipeline would carry oil from Canada through Montana, South Dakota and
Nebraska, where it would connect to an existing pump station in Steele City, Nebraska. From there it
would continue through Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas until it reaches Gulf Coast refineries.
By Grant Schulte
 


LJS: South Beltway project clears financial obstacle, remains on schedule for 2023
opening
 
The South Beltway remains primed to open on schedule after the state's contractor secured
financing that pandemic panic in financial markets derailed last month. 
Nebraska Department of Transportation Director Kyle Schneweis announced on Friday that Hawkins
Construction of Omaha had shored up its ability to fund construction of the 11-mile east-west
freeway. 
In a project decades in the making, state lawmakers last year passed a new funding mechanism to
allow the state to spread out payments for the South Beltway over an eight-year period while
construction concluded in three years. 
Hawkins was the only bidder on the project, and the state agreed to go forward with its $352 million
construction plan.
But just as Hawkins was ready to seek financing, concern over the COVID-19 crisis prompted
investors to pull more than $12 billion from the municipal bond market, where cities, schools and
other issuers sell their debt to finance projects. 
Department of Transportation staff have worked with Hawkins staff since March 23 to resolve the
problem, Schneweis said.
Hawkins staff kept in contact with their financial advisers, said Chris Hawkins, the company's chief
operating officer. 
"By staying diligent and persistent, we were able to jump through a tiny window that opened up in
the market, completing our bond sale in full only eight days after initially planned," he said in an
email, noting the municipal bond market returned to disarray within the next business day.
Their bond sale marked one of the few at the time, and getting it done had a notable cost, he said. 
But that cost was worthwhile in the interest of keeping the South Beltway on track, Hawkins said.
"Today is a good day," Schneweis said in a news release. 
“When we are able to provide our industry partners the freedom and the flexibility to deliver,
Nebraskans win. Neither the NDOT nor the Hawkins team skipped a beat in reacting to safeguard the
project’s schedule."
The freeway will connect Nebraska 2 southeast of Lincoln with U.S. 77 southwest of Lincoln and aims
to improve traffic flow through the city by giving non-local freight traffic a means to pass around
Lincoln. 
Early construction on the three-year project has continued all the while, as crews build box culverts,
make drainage improvements, and clear shrubs and trees.
Traffic closures are set to begin in May.
By Riley Johnson
 


OWH Editorial: Nebraska, let's continue to stay the course against the virus







 
Nebraska, from indications so far, has been able to hold off the most severe spread of the
coronavirus. We’re doing things right, even though these emergency measures are extreme and, in
terms of our economy, painful. To avoid the worst blows from COVID-19 seen in some of our cities
and in some countries, we need to stay the course.
A World-Herald analysis on Sunday provided a measure of hope: Nebraska, on a per-capita basis,
currently is doing well compared to other states in regard to confirmed COVID-19 cases and related
deaths. A caveat, of course, is that Nebraska has far to go in implementing coronavirus testing that
reaches the breadth of the state’s population.
Nebraskans have adopted needed habits, difficult as some of them are, during this crisis — the
regular hand washing, social distancing, donning a mask in public and holding to stay-at-home
routines as much as possible. Schools and universities have switched to online instruction. Some
businesses, as directed, have closed their doors; others are helping customers follow social
distancing.
Nebraska isn’t unusual in adopting these public health principles. On the contrary, they’re currently
being used by people and institutions in nearly every country around the globe. Health officials
universally recommend them as fundamental actions to contain the spread of the disease.
The dedication of so many Nebraskans on the front lines — health care staff, first responders,
grocery store employees and so many more — is inspiring.
Many Nebraskans have shown great thoughtfulness and kindness in coming up with creative ways to
stay connected with, and show affection to, elderly and disadvantaged individuals shut off from
direct contact.
It’s encouraging, too, to see Nebraskans step forward to continue purchases from local businesses
under stress during this troubling time. One vehicle for helping is Buy Local, an online marketplace
where customers can purchase gift cards from local businesses. Here is a link for the Omaha
area: https://localbusiness.lee.net/omaha-world-herald
This is a difficult, unsettling time in our lives, no question. But as Nebraskans are now seeing, the
soundest path forward against the virus is to stay the course.
 


OWH Editorial: Events once again show Nebraska's need for a robust rainy day fund
 
The virus crisis lamentably has put the brakes abruptly on Nebraska’s economy, and it looks likely the
state government will need to draw on its cash reserve. In other words, painful events once again
are reminding Nebraska state leaders to take their obligation seriously to maintain a robust rainy day
fund.
State leaders last year began building back the cash reserve after it had fallen from $700 million at
the start of 2016 to only $300 million at the start of 2019. Funds had been drawn off for one-time
capital construction projects and other needs. That decline prompted a sharp warning from the
Legislature’s Planning Committee that the state was putting its fiscal health at risk by failing to
provide a responsible budgetary cushion.
The Legislature responded in 2019 by increasing the cash reserve, and this year the proposed budget
adjustments from the Appropriations Committee, approved on first round of debate so far this year,
would bring the fund to an estimated $731 million at the end of the current two-year budget period.
The $731 million figure would be near the recommendation from the national Government Finance
Officers Association that cash reserve balances be equal to at least 16.7% of annual general fund
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appropriations.
The Legislature’s budget proposal was based on the pre-COVID-19 economic situation, however. As
everyone knows, things now have changed in the blink of an eye, with an abrupt slowdown in the
economy.
No one can say with certainty at this point how much the state will need to draw down the cash
reserve, given how the virus situation is so filled with question marks. One figure mentioned so far,
under an economic model, is a possible 10% drop in state revenues for the fiscal year ending June
30. That would mean a revenue reduction of $500 million.
How much help the federal government might provide in budgetary aid is uncertain. What’s clear is
that the Legislature, whose session currently is suspended due to the virus situation, will have
considerable budget work ahead once legislative activity resumes.
Over the years, Nebraska lawmakers and governors have regularly debated how large a cash reserve
the state needs. There’s room for honest disagreement over the exact figure. Replenishing the rainy
day account is routinely in competition for other legitimate needs such as tax relief and increased
spending. The cash reserve provides funds for new one-time capital construction projects. Until the
recent downturn, Nebraska’s economy had been generating a steady increase in government
revenues, which tended to move the cash reserve down the priority list a bit compared to other
needs.
But experience shows how suddenly the revenue picture can change. What Nebraska certainly
should never repeat is the debacle at the start of this century when the post-9/11 economy
staggered and Nebraska leaders found they’d left pitifully little in the cash reserve — only $45
million to close a $220 million budget gap.
This situation needs to be a reminder to leaders throughout Nebraska state government of how
quickly fiscal circumstances can change, and how vital it is to be attentive to maintaining a healthy
cash reserve. It’s a lesson, too, for Nebraskans considering future runs for elected positions at the
State Capitol. In state government, there’s no escape from the need for responsible fiscal discipline.
 


OWH Editorial: Those facing domestic violence need to know that help is available
 
One of the many problems from the virus emergency is that it’s worsened the chances that domestic
violence may erupt in some households. The state Department of Health and Human Services this
week provided useful information and advice to help.
“We are all feeling a lack of control in our day-to-day lives right now,” observes Sheri Dawson,
director of the Division of Behavioral Health. “An individual who cannot manage, will take it out on
their victim. Survivors already in an abusive situation will likely face more extreme violence when
they can no longer leave by going to work, visiting with family and friends.”
Support for an abused individual from friends and relatives during this time can be invaluable. As
Dawson says, “Social connectedness and safety planning with friends and family have never been
more important.” One option, she says, is to have a seemingly innocuous code word or phrase, sent
through messaging to a friend or relative, to signal a need for help. The code word could have an
agreed-upon meaning such as “call me now, so I can move to another room” or “please call the
authorities.”
These are sobering possibilities to ponder, but dealing with domestic violence unfortunately requires
such measures. The priority must be an individual’s safety and emotional health in the face of threat.
Domestic violence, after all, isn’t restricted to any single group of individuals by income, race or







background.
Abusers attempt to assert control in various ways, and the harm can take forms besides violence.
During the current virus emergency, HHS says, abusive partners may withhold necessary items for
coping with the virus situation, such as hand sanitizer or disinfectants.
Local and national services are available to help. The Nebraska Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic
Violence, at https://www.nebraskacoalition.org/get_help/ and (402) 476-6256, is one resource.
Another is the Nebraska Family Helpline at (888) 866-8660.
In addition, nationally there is the National Domestic Violence Hotline, 1-800-799-7233 (or log
onto thehotline.org or text LOVEIS to 22522); the Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network 1-800-
656-4673; and the National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline, 1-866-331-9474.
The website for the National Domestic Violence Hotline recommends that abused individuals have a
personal safety plan and offers information on developing one at this
site: https://www.thehotline.org/help/path-to-safety/, and more information is available
here: https://www.loveisrespect.org/for-yourself/safety-planning/interactive-safety-plan/.
Every partner in a relationship deserves respect and safety. It’s important for friends and family to
be prepared to help, and for survivors to know that supports are available.
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Insights from St. Ignatius can provide reassurance and comfort
 
The writer, Ph.D., is the president of Creighton University and a Jesuit priest.
Today, as Christians worldwide celebrate an Easter Sunday unlike any in living memory, I join in unity
with them, and with those of other faith communities and those of no particular religious tradition,
in praying for healing in our world.
During this unprecedented time, with the uncertainty, sickness and suffering resulting from the
coronavirus pandemic, I believe there is wisdom in Ignatian spirituality that can offer any of us
insight, even comfort.
St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits, was born of a noble family in
northern Spain in 1491. After being wounded in battle, he experienced a religious conversion so
profound that he turned his life over to God.
Deeply moved by the consolations of grace in his life as well as a desire for others to better know
God, Ignatius authored the Spiritual Exercises, a powerful and practical set of meditations,
instructions and prayers that invite people to find God working in their own lives, and in the world
around them. At the end of the 15th century and at the cusp of the Modern Age, it was a true gift to
the church and the world that is rich and wise in the practice of discernment. As these existential
encouragements and directives have provided spiritual guidance to multitudes across the ages, they
are especially poignant today.
As Ignatian spirituality espouses — and is ever-more conspicuous in this time of global pandemic —
we live in a world that is both broken and at the same time filled with the grandeur of God. The
reality of both Good Friday and Easter Sunday are ever-present in our own lives.
Ignatian discernment teaches us about the reality of desolation and consolation for each of us.
Desolation is an emptiness, a heaviness, a sense of darkness in our lives, and we can feel
complacent, distracted, duplicitous, disconnected and maybe depressed. Ignatius and other mystics
would refer to it as “the dark night of the soul.” Through doubt, discouragement, self-pity, cynicism,
guile and secrecy, it can build upon itself. It entraps us, and deflects and repels others.
Alternatively, consolation is akin to the sensation of fullness, a lightness and ease of heart. It fosters
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peace, calm, generosity and a sense of contentment. Through hope, courage, excitement, optimism,
genuineness, confidence and connection, consolation rushes outward and attracts others.
When Ignatius talks about discernment — when he speaks to the decisions we might make and the
actions we might take — he asks us to gauge the feelings of desolation and consolation. They are the
spiritual moods of our souls, and we should trust them.
Our days now are filled with insecurity, a true sense of surrender, an awareness of sickness, suffering
and even death. At the same time, we celebrate first responders and health care heroines and
heroes, creative moments of connection with family and friends, insights about our lives, a reframing
of priorities, flashes of beauty, great hope and a sense of life that will be restored and renewed.
Truly, the interplay of Good Friday and Easter Sunday is powerfully at work.
A wise theologian once reminded me that you cannot have one without the other, and she is right.
True love is never without moments of great pain and confusion; and beauty and deep consolation.
And that, really, is the core message of Christ’s passion: God’s unconditional love for the world;
loving all of us in it, and loving each of us in particular.
Today, in this unique time, as we examine the desolations and consolations in our lives, and as we
make decisions and take actions, let us be a human community of mercy, compassion and healing.
For Christians, Easter is a time of renewal and hope; let us share that reality broadly.
Happy Easter from Creighton University, and may the promises of springtime burst forth in great
consolation and abundant hope in our hearts and in our world.
By the Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Info-sharing boosts Nebraska's fight against coronavirus
 
The writer, of Omaha, is a state senator representing District 9 in the Nebraska Legislature. She is
chairwoman of the Health and Human Services Committee.
The Nebraska Health Information Initiative (NEHII), in cooperation with the state Department of
Health and Human Services, has shown remarkable leadership by rapidly deploying COVID-19 data-
monitoring efforts to make a difference in keeping Nebraskans healthy. NEHII’s COVID-19 Response
Team launched real-time data dashboards that provide health care providers up-to-date, complete
information on key needs in regard to COVID-19: Test results for Nebraskans. The availability of beds
in the state. And medical supply resources to help fight the spread of the disease.
NEHII currently collects information from the majority of hospitals and health systems across the
state through the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP), a data-driven method to fight
opioid addiction in Nebraska. However, while all providers participate in the PDMP, not all hospitals
and health systems participate with NEHII, which can lead to critical gaps in information at this
significant moment in history. The moment coronavirus was detected in Nebraska, NEHII
immediately began the process to rapidly include health care facilities, health care providers and
labs that were not currently data sharing through NEHII to send admission, discharge, laboratory and
other pertinent data related to COVID-19.
A great example of how relevant NEHII is during this crisis is their ability to gather all testing data for
Nebraskans.
While the state of Nebraska is able to share test results processed at the state laboratory, NEHII may
also gather and access all lab results from private laboratories where tests may be sent due to
capacity or overflow. NEHII is working to ensure that a provider can see the results of a COVID-19
test from wherever the results are processed.







As a result, if a COVID-19-positive patient ends up in the emergency room, for example, that
provider will now be able to see the results of all screenings and act accordingly because of the
robust data connections of NEHII.
The other very exciting data dashboard that NEHII is developing for the state of Nebraska is to
monitor the number and types of hospital beds available in the state.
Today, data regarding beds is processed manually. NEHII has the ability to provide real-time
connections showing the admissions and discharges from a facility: NEHII can show bed availability
the moment it occurs. This dashboard will also help the state monitor recoveries from COVID-19.
Work is underway now to identify bed types and other details that are needed beyond a simple
count of in and out. I am optimistic that this data dashboard will be available before Nebraska hits
the peak of the COVID-19 curve, ensuring that EMS teams, providers and others will know exactly
where to send a positive patient with an appropriate available bed.
Finally, there has been a considerable amount of attention to the issue of the need for personal
protective equipment, masks and ventilators. This situation has highlighted the need to understand
the availability of these crucial supplies in this state. Under normal circumstances, each individual
facility knows its needs and has a supply-order process that supports its normal operation. NEHII is
currently working with supply chain leaders at health care facilities to automate supply requests and
give a more complete view for the state of what Nebraska has for its patients. A supply dashboard
developed in the coming weeks by NEHII will assist the state HHS as it is faced with the daunting task
of how to distribute supplies that become available from federal partners.
Nebraska is fortunate to have a remarkable partner in NEHII to manage data resources for our state.
NEHII’s response to COVID-19 reduces gaps in public health data and uses only COVID-19 patient
data to ultimately keep Nebraskans healthy during this time of a worldwide pandemic.
By Sara Howard
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Here's needed info on mail-in voting for Nebraskans
 
The writer, of Omaha, represents District 8 in the Nebraska Legislature.
Across many platforms, from Facebook and Twitter, to my email, to conversations with my own
family members, I have heard questions and confusion about voting by mail in Nebraska. I want to
offer some clarity to the thousands of Nebraskans who in 2020 will be voting at home for the first
time by responding to some of the most common questions I receive:
Q: How do I vote by mail? A: The secretary of state has sent vote by mail ballot applications to every
Nebraska voter, and that is really great news. If you want to vote by mail, you must fill out the
application and return it to your county election commission by fax, email or regular mail by May 1.
You can also take a picture or scan your request and email it to your county election official. If you’ve
misplaced your application or didn’t receive one, you can access vote by mail applications online.
Q: What if I don’t have a printer? A: If you can’t find someone to help you print off the vote by mail
application, call the election official in your county and they will send you an application in the mail.
Q: Isn’t this a lot of stuff to be mailing out? What if I don’t have stamps? A: To be clear, these are
the only two things you have to send to your county election official: your application to vote by
mail, and your completed ballot. Note that both the application and the returned ballot require a
stamp, because postage is not included. However, there are ways to return both your application
and your ballot without a stamp. You can take a picture or scan your application and email it to your
county election official. And once you receive your ballot, you can drop your completed ballot in its







envelope at a dropbox location without a stamp.
Q: Who is allowed to vote by mail? A: In Nebraska, any voter may request a vote by mail ballot.
Period.
Q: Is “vote by mail” the same thing as “early voting”? A: Yes. “Vote by mail,” “vote at home,” “early
voting” and “absentee ballot” all refer to the same thing in Nebraska.
Q: Will I still be able to vote in person? A: Right now, the plan is to allow in-person voting in
Nebraska. The secretary of state and his experienced elections team have thought this through and
put many precautions in place to protect poll workers and voters who choose to vote in person.
I have never voted by mail myself. I always vote in person because I love getting the sticker, I love
taking the ballot selfie, and I love the excitement of being at the polls on Election Day. But this year,
I’ll be casting my vote from home. Many of our loyal, hardworking poll workers in Nebraska are in
vulnerable populations, at a critical risk for contracting the virus. Even if you are not symptomatic,
you could be carrying the virus and could unknowingly spread it if you leave home to go to a polling
place. With the COVID-19 pandemic, the responsible thing for every Nebraskan to do is to vote by
mail from home.
We’re very fortunate to have the privilege to vote this way in Nebraska. Many states have barriers to
voting by mail, which drives down turnout. In Nebraska, we have to make sure that doesn’t happen,
and that even in a public health emergency, everyone who is eligible to vote gets the chance to do
so. Research shows that the best way to do that is to vote by mail.
By Megan Hunt
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Farmers don't need this meddling
 
The writer is a farmer and small business owner from Fremont.
Farming is the backbone of Nebraska. It’s more than our state’s leading industry; it’s our way of life.
That’s why I was surprised to see a recent article published in Bloomberg Businessweek that
mischaracterizes how farmers feel about an agriculture issue in my community.
The issue is called “right to repair,” but it is not what it sounds like — it’s a misnomer. Farmers like
me already have the right to repair and maintain our equipment. This issue has been cleverly named
in order to hide its real intention, which is getting access to embedded back-end code for illegal
activities. By allowing anyone, including potentially bad actors, access to the source code, it would
undermine the safety controls.
The reporters are correct to point out that modern-farm equipment is high-tech and now contains
many lines of code. Just think how much farming equipment and practices have changed in the past
50 years. According to the Progressive Farmer, “In 1962, one farmer fed 25.8 persons.
In the 50 years since he has taken on considerably more responsibility and now feeds 155.” This is
thanks, in part, to the development of new innovative technology like precision agriculture that’s on
board modern-era tractors.
As tractors have changed to incorporate the latest cutting-edge technology, so have the way users
are able to repair them.
Authorized dealers employ highly trained technicians who provide quality service, diagnostic
information and equipment repairs. They are also mobile, with mobile repair trucks that are highly
equipped to efficiently fix equipment to reduce downtime.
One simple, small mistake by a third-party repair shop, farmer or bad actor could result in
destructive consequences.







An equipment expert in the article noted the danger from “a coding mistake by a hacker, or even a
well-intended farmer or mechanic, that sends a 500-horsepower combine careening into a
farmhouse or through a clutch of workers eating lunch in the fields.”
This unfortunate scenario illustrates why it would be foolish to allow access to software and code
that isn’t necessary to complete most maintenance and repair tasks. Thankfully, our state lawmakers
understood the unintended consequences that would stem from this kind of legislation.
As a farmer, it also struck me that the article failed to mention that right to repair policies would
undermine the great strides the agriculture community has made on environmental sustainability. It
would open the door to illegal tampering of emissions controls that are put in place by under the
Clean Air Act.
As a proud Nebraska farmer, I want what is best for our agricultural community.
In reality, farmers, dealers and equipment manufactures rely on each other for success. Let’s hope
that we can resolve any new issues that arise without government meddling and ultimately creating
more problems than solutions.
By Roxie Kracl
 


OWH Midlands Voices: Hostility to, suspicion of foreigners are deeply embedded in U.S.
history
 
The writer is a professor of history at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and author of the book “Just
Like Us: The American Struggle to Understand Foreigners” (Columbia University Press, 2020).
First, the novel coronavirus was a hoax, the White House told us. Then it was identified as a foreign
virus. “The Chinese virus,” as President Trump has insisted. Part of them, not of us. The president
continues to emphasize what he sees as the foreign character of the disease, and in his wake come
verbal assaults on Americans of Asian descent.
The COVID-19 pandemic may be new, but this way of thinking about Americans and their
relationship to the world is decidedly not. Imagining themselves as uniquely healthy, affluent, strong
and free, Americans have long cast a baleful eye on influences from abroad that seemed likely to
pollute the national body politic, whether infectious or intellectual. Immigrants and refugees have
regularly topped the list.
Those of us who are older, though, hardly imagined that, in the year 2020, we would live under a
president so eager to mobilize racial prejudice and xenophobia. Surely we should have come much
further by now?
But our story does not end here. And we have a very different tale from our national past to call
upon as we pull together in hopes of building a viable future together. We can manage the current
pandemic, we can find a humane path forward to negotiate flows of migration, and we can navigate
the overriding challenge of climate change, in no small part by working closely with other nations.
Just as the courageous dedication of our health care workers inspires us, so too can remembering
the powerful ways in which the U.S. has, repeatedly, become a more inclusive society and now the
most diverse great power in world history.
The broader sweep of the American story has been one of incorporating and assimilating
newcomers and their descendants. More than 40 million U.S. residents were born elsewhere, nearly
four times as many as in Germany, the country with the next-largest number.
Roman Catholics, once reviled in this country, eventually came to be seen as plain old Americans. For
the most part, so did Jews, as part of a new “Judeo-Christian” tradition. In comparison to their







reception in most of Europe, Muslim migrants here appear to be on a similar path of relative
incorporation. Asian Americans after 1945 transformed from a “yellow peril” to a “model minority.”
Latinos have become a crucial part of American society, the U.S. economy and the U.S. electorate. In
contrast to other nations with resurgent right-wing populism, the citizens of the United States can
hardly deny their own identity as a nation of immigrants and their descendants.
Until quite recently, the Republican Party promoted international trade and investment. It embraced
U.S. allies abroad. It welcomed new arrivals as entrepreneurs, people of religious faith, and workers
critical to the success of large sectors of the U.S. economy. Republicans need not cling to the
xenophobia of Trumpism once Trump, eventually, is gone.
Above all, American popular culture reflects global diversity and interconnectedness. Little is truly
foreign to the vast industries of music, film, fashion, sports and food. For younger Americans in
particular, the nativism (like the homophobia) of some of their elders is acutely embarrassing. They
surely need to show up more regularly at election time, but the enormously diverse younger
generations of Americans are not warming to xenophobia. At the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, my
students are not afraid of foreigners, who comprise more than 10% of the student population.
The dramatic expansion of U.S. influence around the globe after World War II helped force white
Americans to resolve their contradictory feelings about foreigners and people of color in the
direction of greater inclusion. The 2016 election marked a considerable setback, just as there have
been temporary defeats across the U.S. past. But Trumpism is not the end of American history, not
by a long shot. Just as we will manage the COVID-19 pandemic better by not pretending it’s a foreign
challenge, so can we remember our better angels of inclusiveness that have long made this nation
great.
By Tim Borstelmann
 


OWH: Don’t go the way of Wisconsin
 
It happened in Wisconsin and it could happen here. Wisconsin, my home state, has just exercised
the most horrific voter suppression imaginable. In case Nebraskans haven’t read or heard about
what went down, I summarize briefly.
Wisconsin has long had scheduled a primary for April 7. In light of the coronavirus, the governor
attempted to push the date forward. The effort failed, first by a judge’s decision, then by the
Wisconsin Supreme Court and finally by the U.S. Supreme Court in a 5-4 decision. There are lots of
detail and mysterious decision-making that went into the excuses proffered. In addition, in 2011,
gerrymandering and new election rules took voting rights away from 200,000 Wisconsin minority
residents, and there is a proposal to take voting rights from 240,000 more in 2020. This is
unconscionable.
Well, folks, unfortunately, the Wisconsin sham could become the new normal throughout the nation
when we get to voting in November. This could be a test case upon which others could build,
because each state has its own election policies. Our right to free and fair elections is a
constitutional right guaranteed by the 26th Amendment to our Constitution. Protect this right or you
may lose it.
I’m writing to encourage Nebraskans to write Gov. Ricketts urging him to keep Nebraska voting open
to all feasible methods and to congratulate him on what he has already done. We don’t want to go
the way of Wisconsin!
Bryan Hankins, Papillion







 


LJS Editorial, 4/12: COVID-19 leaves mark on Class of 2020
 
Dear Class of 2020,
You won’t be marching into an auditorium to the strains of "Pomp and Circumstance" at the end of
May. You won’t be accepting a diploma or a hearty handshake. But you won’t be sitting through a
long-winded graduation address, either.
Right now, it might seem like you’re the unluckiest graduating class in history. It’s easy to see all that
this pandemic has taken away from you. It may be difficult, but these next few months could very
well define your generation.
Although surrendering your senior year may seem devastating -- no prom, no graduation and an
uncertain future -- your sacrifice could save lives,  which is the greatest expression of love.
Like the phoenix rising from the ashes, you now have opportunity to create and define your new
normal, proving your competence and responsibility along the way.
You’re not the first senior class asked to relinquish graduation. Many at your age were asked to
storm Normandy and track through the jungles of Vietnam. While your obligations are different from
those of our forefathers, it is now your turn to do what you can to protect those who are at serious
risk.
While your sacrifices may seem high, you have all the resources needed to succeed. You are already
masters of social media and digital communication. With the shift to online instruction you’ve pared
back education into the essence of learning.
Navigating the coronavirus will require you to become adept at skills that will serve you well.
Working efficiently, connecting healthily and consuming appropriately will become essential in your
future.
COVID-19 is only the first of many challenges your generation will face. Climate change, political
polarization, immigration and deportation, gun violence, a crippling national debt and potentially
another pandemic will all have to be addressed as you are passed the torch.
This burden has been foisted onto you. When you should’ve been attending proms, playing senior
pranks, wrapping up spring sports, sweating finals and hanging with friends, you were remotely
learning, socially distancing and flattening the curve.
An older generation will deal with the immediate challenges of this pandemic, but you will help heal
the bigger wounds it exposes. You will help define a new normal. You will embody resilience. You will
combine the tools of today with the technology of tomorrow to create a happier, healthier life for us
all.
Class of 2020, you can do this. Thank you for your sacrifice.
 


OWH: Ashford joins Eastman in TV battle for Nebraska’s Democratic primary
 
Nebraska Democrats will see three familiar faces — all former elected officials — as lawyer Ann
Ashford begins airing television advertising in the Omaha area congressional race.
Ashford’s 30-second ad mentions neither of her May 12 primary opponents by name — Kara
Eastman, who won the Democratic nomination for the House seat in 2018, and Omaha restaurateur
Gladys Harrison.
The ad also doesn’t directly target U.S. Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., who will take on the winner of the
Democratic primary in November.







Instead, it focuses on her electability and pragmatism, featuring endorsements from former
Nebraska governors and U.S. Sens. Bob Kerrey and Ben Nelson and from former Lt. Gov. Kim Robak.
Eastman also has taken her campaign to the airwaves, starting advertising on cable and broadcast
television on April 2.
Harrison campaign spokesman Aaron Dickerson said his client, the owner of Big Mama’s Kitchen, is
not yet planning TV ads.
Ashford’s ad briefly references her family’s time in Washington, with a picture of her and her
husband, former Rep. Brad Ashford, D-Neb., posing with former President Barack Obama.
The ad emphasizes her health care plan, including its focus on restoring Obamacare and adding a
public option, for people to purchase subsidized insurance through the federal government. And it
nods to the federal fight against the novel coronavirus.
The closest it comes to taking on her challengers is a statement that she’s “the one Democrat who
can win” a general election in Nebraska’s competitive 2nd Congressional District.
Eastman lost to Bacon in 2018, a big year for Democrats nationally, by less than 2 percentage points.
“I want them (voters) to know that I have real plans and real solutions to the biggest challenges we
are facing right now,” Ashford said.
Ashford has criticized Eastman’s support for “Medicare for All” as something that cannot pass in a
divided Congress and that might be too extreme for many Omaha voters, a stance shared by
Harrison.
Eastman has said she won’t apologize for setting difficult goals and working to reach them.
The Ashford ad starts running on cable and broadcast TV stations Friday, part of a “six-figure” buy
from a candidate who has struggled to raise outside funds.
In the fourth quarter of 2019, she raised $88,529, based on federal election filings. Eastman raised
$203,582. Harrison raised $10,192. Bacon raised $343,410.
Ashford campaign spokesman Eric Aspengren declined to disclose the source of the funds for the ad
buy but said the proper forms soon will be filed and become public.
By Aaron Sanderford
 
AP: Fauci eyes May for 'rolling reentry' of economy
 
ASHINGTON — The United States’ top infectious disease expert said Sunday that the economy in
parts of the country could have a “rolling reentry” as early as next month, provided health
authorities can quickly identify and isolate people who will inevitably be infected with the
coronavirus.
Dr. Anthony Fauci also said he “can't guarantee" that it will be safe for Americans to vote in person
on Election Day, Nov. 3.
Rather than flipping a switch to reopen the entire country, Fauci said a gradual process will be
required based on the status of the pandemic in various parts of the U.S. and the availability of rapid,
widespread testing. Once the number of people who are seriously ill sharply declines, officials can
begin to “think about a gradual reentry of some sort of normality, some rolling reentry," Fauci said.
In some places, he said, that might occur as soon as May. “We are hoping that, at the end of the
month, we could look around and say, 'OK, is there any element here that we can safely and
cautiously start pulling back on?' If so, do it. If not, then just continue to hunker down," Fauci said.
Whenever restrictions ease, Fauci said, “we know that there will be people who will be getting
infected. I mean, that is just reality. “
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Social distancing guidelines imposed by President Donald Trump are set to expire April 30.
Trump is eager to restart the economy, which has stalled because most Americans are under orders
to “stay at home” to help slow the virus’ spread.
But governors will have a lot to say about when to ease restrictions in their states, and the leaders of
Maryland and New Jersey indicated Sunday that they are not likely to do so until widespread testing
is available.
“The question is how fast we can get enough tests up to speed in order to help us get to the point
where we are able to do all of those things," Gov. Larry Hogan, R-Md., said. He said he has set no
“artificial deadline."
Gov. Phil Murphy, D-N.J., said the risks of reopening too soon are dangerously high. “And I fear, if we
open up too early, and we have not sufficiently made that health recovery and cracked the back of
this virus, that we could be pouring gasoline on the fire, even inadvertently," Murphy said.
Increased testing would allow authorities to identify, isolate and trace the contacts of people who
are newly infected, Fauci said.
Trump continues to deny continuing problems with the coronavirus testing that’s available, including
shortages and long wait times for people to learn results. He’s also resistant to the idea of more
widespread testing, saying last week that “it’s unnecessary” and that “vast areas of our country
don’t need this.”
Other scientists have echoed Fauci's call for a gradual reopening, where restrictions can be ramped
up or down.
Dr. Christopher Murray, director of the University of Washington institute that created widely cited
projections of virus-related deaths, said studies show that lifting restrictions at the end of this month
would lead to a rebound in the number of infections. Because states don’t really have the capability
to deal with a big volume of new cases, he said, “by July or August we could be back in the same
situation we are now.”
Officials need to examine whether a state has reached its peak and then allow several weeks of
continued closures until fuller testing and contact tracing can be put in place before making a
decision, Murray said. But even then, he said, states would have to mindful of putting in place
controls to stem “importation” of the virus from other states.
“Maybe some states can open up mid-May, but we have to be very careful and make sure we don’t
lose all the effort the American people have put into closures by premature opening,” he said.
Fauci said that, had mitigation efforts been put in place earlier than they were in the U.S., “it would
have had an impact” but that many different factors are involved. “It's very complicated.”
Speaking about the prospects of Americans physically going to polling places in November, Fauci said
he hopes voting in person can take place.
“I believe that if we have a good, measured way of rolling into this, steps towards normality, that we
hope, by the time we get to November, that we will be able to do it in a way which is the standard
way,” he said.
“However — and I don’t want to be the pessimistic person — there is always the possibility, as we
get into next fall, and the beginning of early winter, that we could see a rebound," he said.
The U.S. has the most confirmed cases and deaths of any nation, more than 530,000 and 20,600,
respectively, according to Johns Hopkins University. In hard-hit New York, the number of deaths has
topped 700 for six straight days, but the increase in people who are hospitalized is slowing, in a
hopeful sign.
By Mark Sherman and Darlene Superville
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From: Gage, John
Subject: Governor"s Office Daily Update - 1-13-23
Date: Friday, January 13, 2023 11:33:35 AM


TV and Radio 
WOWT: Pillen appoints Ricketts as Nebraska’s new Senator 


KLKN: Pillen picks former Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts to fill vacant Senate seat 


NTV: With 'unexpected opportunity' to fill Sasse's seat, Ricketts makes commitment to serve 


NBC News: Nebraska Gov. Pillen appoints former Gov. Pete Ricketts as Ben Sasse's Senate
replacement 


NCN: Pillen: Back-room deal not part of his DNA  


Fox42: Those in Nebraska's political scene react to Ricketts' Senate appointment 


NTV: Nebraska leaders react to Pillen's senate appointment 


NCN: Ricketts calls Senate appointment 'unexpected' opportunity 


KMTV: With 'unexpected opportunity' to fill Sasse's seat, Ricketts makes commitment to serve 


NPM: Pillen appoints Ricketts to Senate; Legislature considers rules 


KETV: Nebraska Democrats bash Ricketts appointment to fill Senate vacancy 


KLKN: Gov. Pillen picks Nebraska’s US senator; one Republican says, ‘It smells bad’ 


CNN: Nebraska Gov. Pillen appoints Pete Ricketts to Sasse’s Senate seat 


KMTV: This little piggy went to Lincoln: Help the governor name his pig statue 


 


Governor 
OWH: Pillen appoints former Gov. Pete Ricketts to U.S. Senate 


LJS: Former Gov. Ricketts will fill Nebraska's Senate seat 


Nebraska Examiner: Pillen, as expected, taps former Gov. Pete Ricketts to succeed Sasse in Senate 


AP: Nebraska governor names predecessor to US Senate seat 


OWH: Ricketts not likely to face political fallout in 2024 despite Senate appointment by ally 


Breitbart: Nebraska Governor Appoints Pete Ricketts to Fill Sasse’s Senate Seat 


Newsweek: Ben Sasse's Republican Senate Replacement Has Fraught History With Trump 


NY Times: Pete Ricketts Will Be Nebraska’s Next Senator, Replacing Ben Sasse 


Reuters: Former Nebraska Governor Ricketts to become U.S. senator 


Business Insider: One of the most powerful rich families in American politics just got their son in the
Senate 


USA Today: Former GOP gov. to fill open Nebraska Senate seat, following Ben Sasse's resignation 


Roll Call: Former Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts appointed to Senate 
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Daily Caller: Former Governor Appointed To Replace Sen. Ben Sasse 


Washington Times: Ex-Gov. Ricketts of Nebraska picked to replace Sasse in Senate 


Daily Wire: Former Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts Fills Empty Senate Seat Vacated By Ben Sasse 


Politico: Ricketts tapped to fill Nebraska's open Senate seat 


NY Post: Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen chooses Pete Ricketts to fill Ben Sasse’s Senate seat 


Washington Post: Pete Ricketts's massive political turnaround 


LJS: Three applicants seek to be district judge in Lancaster County 


Breitbart: Nebraska Lawmakers Propose Fetal Heartbeat Bill to Protect the Unborn 


 


Legislature 
LJS: Bill targets school library books and critical race theory in Nebraska classrooms 


OWH: Nebraska state senator introduces bill aimed at increasing parental control in schools 


Nebraska Examiner: Senators introduce parental ‘bill of rights’ proposal to ensure parental control
over education 


OWH: Support, opposition to secret balloting for legislative leaders raised at rules hearing 


LJS: Senators hear changes to secret ballot, voting procedure rules during marathon hearing 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska lawmakers to ponder funding for relocation of iconic mural 


Nebraska Examiner: ACLU condemns proposed ‘drag’ show ban as part of national effort to ‘push
LGBTQ+ people out of public life’ 


 


State, Local and Regional 
OWH: Pizza, news and lawn mower entrepreneurs among newbies to Nebraska business hall of
fame 


OWH: Non-credible threats against several OPS schools lead to arrest of youths, young adult 


 


Opinion 
OWH Public Pulse 


1. No surprise here 
2. Different tax system 
3. One-house legislature 
4. Parking ramp 
5. Yes to streetcar 
6. New plates, expired tags 
7. Trash pick up 
8. Unimproved streets 
9. An expensive mistake 


10. Smart on crime 







LJS Editorial, 1/13: New project adds to momentum at Lincoln Airport 


LJS Letters 


1. Military spending worth scrutiny 
2. Give money to taxpayers 


 


National/Federal 
AP: US inflation eases grip on economy, falling for a 6th month 


 


OWH: Pillen appoints former Gov. Pete Ricketts to U.S. Senate 
 


LINCOLN — Gov. Jim Pillen confirmed widespread expectations Thursday when he announced
former Gov. Pete Ricketts as “the person for the job” to fill Nebraska’s vacancy in the U.S. Senate. 


Ricketts, a major Pillen supporter, will replace Ben Sasse, who officially resigned from the Senate
on Sunday to become the next president of the University of Florida. Ricketts will be sworn in when
the Senate reconvenes Jan. 23. 


Ricketts said he expects to continue Sasse’s conservative voting record, especially on judicial
nominees, and plans to prioritize making government work better and having a strong national
defense, particularly against China. 


“I am very grateful for this unexpected opportunity to continue to serve the people of Nebraska,”
Ricketts said. “I won’t let you down.” 


Nebraska’s senior senator, Republican Deb Fischer, joined 30 state lawmakers and the state’s top
elected officials for the announcement. Ricketts’ wife, Susanne Shore, and his son, Roscoe, also
attended. 


Ricketts is Pillen’s predecessor, serving as Nebraska’s governor for eight years up until last week,
when Pillen was sworn in. Before he left office, Ricketts announced he was applying for the
position. Ricketts previously sought a Senate seat in 2006, but was defeated by the incumbent,
Democrat Ben Nelson. 


On Thursday, Pillen said that 111 people applied for the job and that he interviewed nine candidates
over the last three days, including former State Sen. Brett Lindstrom and Sid Dinsdale, chairman of
Pinnacle Bank. 


Among the more than 100 applicants who didn’t get an interview were Ann Ashford, widow of
former U.S. Rep. Brad Ashford of Omaha, and TV and radio talk show host Tom Becka of Omaha. 


Pillen said the choice was “very, very obvious.” 


The governor said he looked for someone who would represent the values and ideology important to
Nebraskans, have a “servant’s heart” for public service and be a “God-fearing” person of “incredible
faith.” He also looked for someone who believes in less government and fiscal accountability, who
would defend Nebraska and the nation and who understands the importance of agriculture to
Nebraska. 


“It’s really, really important this nominee knows Nebraska really well,” Pillen said. 


But the appointment didn’t sit well with one Nebraska Republican. Charles W. Herbster, who came
in second to Pillen in last May’s GOP primary, tweeted his criticism of both the former and current
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governors Thursday. 


“The lengths to which Pete Ricketts went to assure his handpicked successor for governor were, by
all standards, unprecedented,” Herbster said. “Today it is clear why it was so important for Pete
Ricketts to fight my candidacy in the 2022 primary election.” 


In making his announcement, Pillen made clear that he did not want to name a “placeholder,” a
person who would fill the vacancy until the next election and then step aside. He said that seniority is
important and that a person who did not plan to seek election would not have the same accountability
to Nebraskans. 


Pillen said Ricketts assured him that he would run in 2024, when an election will be held to fill the
remaining two years of Sasse’s term, and he would turn down any other job offers. The seat will be
up for election again in 2026, at which point candidates will be seeking a full six-year term. 


“He’s committed to this seat, and he and Susanne are committed to winning elections for a minimum
of 10 years,” Pillen said. 


Fischer praised the appointment, saying that Ricketts knows and loves Nebraska and will be a quick
learner as he confronts a broader array of issues. 


“I look forward to working together in this new capacity and forging a strong partnership in the U.S.
Senate,” she said. “We will continue to fight every day for a stronger Nebraska and a more secure
nation.” 


State Sen. Myron Dorn of Adams was optimistic about the choice. He said he expects Ricketts will
spend more time meeting and talking with Nebraskans while in office than Sasse did. He also said
Ricketts will benefit from his experiences and contacts made during numerous trade missions. 


Both Pillen and Ricketts addressed criticisms that the appointment was a done deal because of
Ricketts’ role in getting Pillen elected. One critic, Jane Kleeb, chair of the Nebraska Democratic
Party, said Thursday that Pillen choosing Ricketts was evidence of “the most blatant pay to play
scheme we’ve seen in our state.” 


Ricketts was a key supporter of Pillen’s gubernatorial campaign, adding credibility to Pillen’s bid
both through name recognition and financial support. The former governor donated $100,000
directly to Pillen’s campaign, and he and his family gave more than $1.4 million to the political
action committee Conservative Nebraska, which ran attack ads against Pillen’s top opponents in the
hotly contested GOP primary election. 


Pillen has repeatedly denied the selection was pre-determined, and said Ricketts’ campaign support
played no role in the appointment. 


“Anybody who knows me, that’s just not part of my DNA,” Pillen said. “Integrity of the process and
commitment to the process was my highest priority.” 


For his part, Ricketts said it should be no surprise that he and Pillen share the same political
philosophy. He said he was proud to have supported Pillen in the campaign and believes he will be a
good governor. 


Even before Ricketts announced he was applying, there were murmurs that he was Pillen’s top
candidate. After Ricketts’ announcement, U.S. Rep. Don Bacon seemed to confirm the rumors on
Twitter. 


“We look forward to hazing the junior member of the delegation,” Bacon wrote in a since-deleted
tweet referencing Ricketts. 


Despite multiple requests from The World-Herald and other news media, Pillen refused to release
the list of applicants for the role before Thursday’s announcement. His office released the full list of







names Thursday afternoon, almost three weeks after the application deadline. 


On Thursday, he also named the eight other people who were interviewed. They were: Dinsdale,
Lindstrom, former 1st District congressional candidate John Weaver, former Nebraska Agriculture
Director Greg Ibach, AmeriFirst managing director Don Kluthe, RBC Wealth Management financial
adviser John “Buzz” Garlock, Nebraska Chamber of Commerce President Bryan Slone and Don
Eckles, co-founder and chairman of Scooter’s Coffee. All are Republicans. 


Pillen said he doesn’t support the current Democratic administration and doesn’t believe it would be
fair to name someone who would become part of the Democratic caucus in the Senate. 


By Erin Bamer and Martha Stoddard 


 


LJS: Former Gov. Ricketts will fill Nebraska's Senate seat 
 


A week after completing his governorship, Pete Ricketts on Thursday was appointed to a seat in the
U.S. Senate. 


“My task was to find the best person,” Gov. Jim Pillen said in making the announcement before
dozens of state senators, state officials and Republican stalwarts who filled the Governor’s Hearing
Room. 


Pillen said Ricketts will bring his dedication to “fiscal responsibility” to Washington along with a
knowledge of “what drives this state — agriculture.” 


After interviewing nine applicants for the job — there were 111 total — Pillen said Ricketts was “the
very obvious choice.” 


Ricketts, who completed eight years as governor last week, said he expects his priorities and voting
record to be very similar to former Sen. Ben Sasse, who resigned from the Senate effective last
Sunday to prepare to assume the presidency of the University of Florida early next month. 


Ricketts said he shares the dedication that Sasse displayed in seeking confirmation of conservative
federal judges, along with the former senator’s demonstrated respect for the U.S. Constitution, his
support for a strong national defense and his concerns about China and the Chinese Communist
Party. 


Like Sasse, Ricketts said he would “work to control overspending” by the federal government. 


“I can’t think of an issue we differ on,” he said. 


Sen. Deb Fischer, who stood with Pillen and Ricketts during the announcement, said she is “very,
very excited to have Pete Ricketts as a colleague” and to have the opportunity to “partner with him.” 


Ricketts, she said, has demonstrated “a very swift learning ability” during his years as governor. 


“We know that Pete knows the state of Nebraska. And we know Pete loves the state of Nebraska. I
know he is going to do a wonderful job in continuing to serve the people of this state,” she said. 


Fischer said she and Pillen had a conversation before he interviewed Ricketts. 


Questioned about allegations that the appointment might appear to be the result of “backroom
dealing” after Ricketts provided strong financial and political support in Pillen’s successful battle to
win the Republican gubernatorial nomination in a hotly contest GOP primary battle last May, the
governor said “that’s not part of my DNA.” 


Pillen said he has “way, way too much respect for the people of Nebraska” to ever engage in that
kind of political bargaining and he focused solely on choosing the best person for the job. 







Ricketts donated more than $100,000 of his own money to Pillen’s campaign. Ricketts also gave
nearly $1.3 million to the political action committee Conservative Nebraska, which ran a slew of
attack ads against Pillen’s primary opponents, including the Donald Trump-backed candidate,
Charles Herbster. 


Pillen noted that Nebraska voters will have a voice in deciding whether they approve of Ricketts as
their new U.S. senator next year when he needs to seek election to complete the final two years of
Sasse’s unexpired term. Fischer will also be on the ballot for reelection in 2024. 


Ricketts would be on the ballot again in 2026, when he said he would seek election to a full six-year
term. 


Ricketts, who was joined at Thursday’s announcement by his wife Susanne Shore and son Roscoe,
said he was grateful for the “unexpected opportunity to serve Nebraska.” 


No Democrats were interviewed for the job, Pillen said. Among the Republicans he interviewed
were former state Sen. Brett Lindstrom, Nebraska Chamber of Commerce President Bryan Slone,
Pinnacle Bank Chairman Sid Dinsdale and Greg Ibach, former director of the Nebraska Department
of Agriculture. 


Pillen said he rejected the alternative of choosing a so-called placeholder for the Senate seat who
would not subsequently seek election to the post, thereby opening the field to an array of candidates
because that choice would then have “no accountability to the people.” 


Seniority matters in the Senate, Pillen noted, and that also argues against a so-called placeholder. 


“I’m a pretty big believer that past performance is a pretty good indicator of future performance,” he
said. 


Pillen noted that he appointed a U.S. senator during his eighth day in office as governor and that
process has occurred only five times in the history of the state. 


The Senate reconvenes Jan. 23. 


Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky praised the choice of Ricketts. 


“Gov. Pillen could not have found a more capable leader to take the baton from our colleague Sen.
Sasse and fight for the Cornhusker State,” McConnell said. 


The Nebraska Farm Bureau immediately expressed its support for the choice. 


“Nebraska’s farm and ranch families need champions in Washington, D.C., fighting for them each
and every day, and they have one in Pete Ricketts,” Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue of
Central City said. 


Democratic State Chair Jane Kleeb of Hastings said: “Gov. Pillen appointed Pete Ricketts in order to
pay him back for buying the governor’s seat.” 


By Don Walton 


 


Nebraska Examiner: Pillen, as expected, taps former Gov. Pete Ricketts to succeed Sasse in Senate 
 


Editor’s note: This story has been updated with live comments from Thursday’s announcement and
interviews with supporters and critics.  


LINCOLN — Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen made the expected choice Thursday, appointing his
predecessor and political benefactor, Pete Ricketts, to the U.S. Senate. 







Ricketts, who finished his second term as governor last week, fills the seat that Sen. Ben Sasse, R-
Neb., vacated Sunday to lead the University of Florida. 


“My job … was to find the best person to represent us, and the process for me has been really, really
important,” Pillen said in making the announcement in the Governor’s Hearing Room. 


Ricketts thanked Pillen and said he was grateful for the “unexpected opportunity. … I am humbled
and grateful for the opportunity that Governor Pillen has given me.” 


He told those gathered in the room, including state senators and U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb., “I
often say Nebraska is what America is supposed to be, and it’s never been truer at any point in our
history.” 


Experience mattered 


Ricketts was the most experienced applicant for the job, based on reporting by the Nebraska
Examiner in recent weeks, and Pillen said experience mattered. But the list of 111 applicants also
included other well-known names. 


Among them: former State Sen. Brett Lindstrom, Pinnacle Bank Chairman Sid Dinsdale, Nebraska
Chamber of Commerce President Bryan Slone and lawyer Ann Ashford. 


Pillen said he interviewed nine candidates during the selection process, none of them Democrats. He
has said he wanted to appoint someone who reflects the state’s conservative mindset. 


“We took this process incredibly seriously,” Pillen said. “The criteria for me were really, really
simple. The appointee needs to represent us as a people.” 


He said the person selected needs to have a “servant heart,” to be there for future generations and to
push for accountability and less government. 


Pillen has praised Ricketts’ record of cutting taxes and controlling spending. Ricketts weighed in
more often on national issues during his second term, including on immigration enforcement and
conservation easements.  


Ricketts faced troubles with crowding and staffing at state prisons and had to pull child welfare
services in the Omaha area back under state control after a contractor chosen by his administration
flopped. 


Governors as senators 


He becomes the latest Nebraskan to serve in the Senate after being governor, most recently including
Republican Mike Johanns and Democrats Ben Nelson, Bob Kerrey and J.J. Exon.  


Ricketts on Thursday thanked Sasse for his service, including his efforts to help to get conservative
judges confirmed. He said he looks forward to working with and learning from Fischer. 


“We all know that Pete is a quick learner,” Fischer said Thursday at the State Capitol announcement.
“He will work hard for this state, so I look forward to partnering with him in the future … to build a
stronger Nebraska and to build a stronger and more secure nation.” 


Political consultants considered Ricketts the odds-on favorite to get the job. Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell and Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina both backed him. 


McConnell issued a statement Thursday praising Pillen for the pick, saying he “could not have found
a more capable leader” and that he was “thrilled” with the selection. 


“Senator-designate Ricketts has a proven record,” McConnell said. “He pairs sharp business savvy
with a deep commitment to public service. That’s why the people of Nebraska elected and reelected
him.” 







Republicans in Washington, D.C., have said they wanted someone who can run and win a statewide
special election in 2024 to finish the final two years of Sasse’s term, and again in 2026, for the seat’s
regular election. They like that Ricketts has the political infrastructure and funds to win. 


Pillen said Thursday that Ricketts committed to him to run in 2024 and 2026 and not seek or take
another job, including vice president or a cabinet post, should a Republican win the presidency in
2024. 


Reaction from Nebraskans 


U.S. Reps. Don Bacon, Mike Flood and Adrian Smith have all said Ricketts would make a strong
senator. Each welcomed the choice Thursday. 


“Pete is eminently qualified,” Bacon said. “He knows this state as well as anyone, and he’ll use his 8
years of experience as governor and be a great senator. I congratulate my friend.” 


Many state legislators backed by Ricketts over the years also have voiced support, including State
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Omaha. She served as chief of staff for former Nebraska U.S. Sen. Chuck
Hagel. 


She said Thursday that she sees Ricketts as one of the best-prepared and best-positioned rookie
senators Nebraska could have had. Her reasons: He has governed. He knows the state. He knows its
issues. And he reads a lot. 


“Most importantly, you know Ricketts can win statewide,” Linehan said. “He’s done so twice. …
You’ve got to be able to raise money. You got to have people in every county. You’ve got to have
people on the ground.” 


Ricketts critics, including Nebraska Democratic Party chair Jane Kleeb, said this week it was clear
Pillen would pick Ricketts because he was Pillen’s top political patron. 


Kleeb said Pillen would be paying back Ricketts for his help in the governor’s race. She said
Nebraskans “deserve a senator who will work for them, not someone who buys elections as a
hobby.” 


Ricketts spent more than $1.3 million during the 2022 election to help elect Pillen, including
contributions to outside groups that bashed Pillen’s top opponents during the pivotal GOP primary. 


Some of the Republicans who wrested control of the state party away from Ricketts last summer said
anger from rank-and-file activists stemmed from Ricketts taking sides in primaries. 


Several privately backed the application of Republican John Glen Weaver, who lost a primary bid
last year for the 1st Congressional District.  


Officially, the new leadership team of the Nebraska Republican Party congratulated Ricketts on
Thursday, saying he “served Nebraska well for eight years as a conservative-minded leader.” 


Matt Innis, a delegate who was among those who voted for a GOP leadership change, said
Thursday’s announcement is evidence that the state’s power brokers still want to decide who gets
power and who gets a seat at the table. 


Innis said voters will get to weigh in on Ricketts soon but said Ricketts will now enjoy the support of
McConnell and the National Republican Senatorial Committee, which will make defeating him more
difficult. 


“Now what you’re looking at is you’re seeing the reason why we did that,” Innis said of the party
leadership change. “What (Pillen) did (with the appointment) didn’t shock anybody. I think it was
kind of silly. You’re basically trying to make Nebraskans chumps by going through the process.” 


Ricketts will run in 2024, 2026 







When Ricketts announced his interest in the Senate post in December, he dismissed conspiracy talk
as misguided. He said that in applying for the job he worked to make the case that he was the best
person for the job. 


Pillen agreed. He said Thursday that he and Ricketts share a conservative vision for the state, built
on lower taxes, less regulation and making government work better for the people who pay for it.  


Ricketts said he was proud of his administration’s work to improve customer service and service
delivery by state government. 


“In all those ways, we showed how government can work. I want to bring that to Washington, D.C.,”
he said.  “We need to hold Washington, D.C., accountable.” 


Ricketts repeated his often-stated philosophy that government needs to run more like a business and
stressed the need for a strong national defense. 


Ricketts’ seat faces voters next in 2024, the same year Fischer is up for re-election. It would be
Ricketts’ second run for the Senate. He lost his first bid in 2006, when he was a political novice,
running against Nelson, an incumbent. 


That was the last time a Republican has lost a statewide race in Nebraska. 


Possible primary challenge 


Political consultants in the Midwest are already gearing up for the possibility of a primary challenger
to either Ricketts or Fischer, who has confirmed she is running for a third term. 


The new leaders of the state GOP have expressed more openness to the idea of primary challengers
to Republican incumbents than previous leadership. The Ricketts-led GOP team, in contrast, got
involved more often in open-seat primaries.  


Among those rumored as interested in a possible Senate bid is agribusinessman Charles Herbster,
who finished second to Pillen in the 2022 GOP primary for governor. 


Herbster issued a statement Thursday criticizing Pillen and Ricketts. In it, he said the Senate
appointment made clear “why it was so important” for Ricketts to “fight my candidacy” for
governor.   


Ricketts and Pillen said Thursday that there was no arrangement involving the Senate seat. Pillen
said he wouldn’t disrespect Nebraskans that way. Ricketts said he would keep reaching out to voters
with doubts.  


“I’ve worked for 20 years to elect conservatives,” Ricketts said. “I will work hard to earn their
vote.” 


By Aaron Sanderford 


 


AP: Nebraska governor names predecessor to US Senate seat 
 


LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — In one of his first acts as Nebraska’s governor, Republican Jim Pillen
named his predecessor to the state’s vacant U.S. Senate seat on Thursday. 


Pillen surprised no one in naming fellow Republican Pete Ricketts to the seat vacated Sunday by
Ben Sasse. 


The governor said 111 people applied for the vacant seat and nine people — all Republicans — were
interviewed. He said he chose Ricketts based on their shared conservatism and Ricketts’ promise that
he would later run to be elected to the seat. 







“I don’t believe in placeholders. I believe that every day matters. … Placeholders don’t have any
accountability to the people,” Pillen said. 


Ricketts said he would fight for conservative values and a strong national defense, and would work
to hold leaders in Washington accountable for waste and fraud. 


“This is an unexpected opportunity,” Ricketts said. “I am humbled and grateful.” 


He also promised to continue Sasse’s vocal criticism of the Chinese Communist Party, saying he will
work with Republican colleagues in the Senate to reduce China’s geopolitical influence. 


Ricketts’ appointment came even after some fellow Republicans expressed reservations about Pillen
selecting his benefactor. 


Pillen was elected in November in large part because of Ricketts’ backing, which included more than
$100,000 of his own money contributed directly to Pillen’s campaign. Ricketts also gave nearly $1.3
million this year to the political action committee Conservative Nebraska, which ran a slew of attack
ads against Pillen’s primary opponents, including the Trump-backed candidate, Charles Herbster. 


The reproach was repeated Thursday by state Democrats. 


“Gov. Pillen appointed Pete Ricketts in order to pay him back for buying the governor’s seat,”
Nebraska Democratic Party Chairwoman Jane Kleeb said in a statement. “This is the most blatant
pay-to-play scheme we’ve seen in our state, and it’s happening right in front of us all. Nebraskans
deserve a Senator who will work for them, not someone who buys elections as a hobby.” 


On Thursday, Pillen rejected criticism that his selection of Ricketts amounted to backroom dealing. 


“Anybody who knows me knows that’s just not in my DNA,” Pillen said, adding that he has “way
too much respect for Nebraskans” to select anyone he didn’t believe would be elected by the
majority of voters. 


Pillen handily defeated Democrat Carol Blood in the November general election in a state that hasn’t
elected a Democrat as governor since 1994. But the GOP primary was much closer, with Pillen
squeezing past Herbster to win the nomination in a nine-person race. 


Ricketts will serve two years before a special election is held in 2024 to finish out the last two years
of Sasse’s term. He would then have to seek reelection in 2026 for a full six-year term. 


Sasse announced last fall that he would be leaving the Senate just two years into his second six-year
term to take a job as president of the University of Florida. 


Ricketts steps into his new role as one of the richest senators in the chamber, with a reputation for
using that wealth to back conservative causes and candidates. Ricketts put his net worth at about $50
million when he ran for a second term as governor in 2018. 


Ricketts is expected to be sworn in when the U.S. Senate reconvenes on Jan. 23. 


By Margery A. Beck 


 


OWH: Ricketts not likely to face political fallout in 2024 despite Senate appointment by ally 
 


When former Gov. Pete Ricketts declined to appoint himself to the U.S. Senate, he avoided a fraught
political history. 


Of the last nine governors nationally who appointed themselves to the Senate, eight failed to keep
the seat in the next election. 
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But could there be any political peril in Ricketts being appointed to the Senate Thursday by the new
governor he just helped put in office? Could that cause Ricketts any problems when he runs for the
seat in 2024? 


Not likely, said most political observers interviewed for this article. 


“(Ricketts) will be elected, and he will serve in the United States Senate as long as he wants,”
predicted Paul Landow, a longtime Democratic political operative in Omaha. “He’s experienced
now, he’s very popular with Nebraska Republicans, he has the right profile for a Republican U.S.
senator, and he has the money to run any kind of campaign he wants.” 


Perhaps in another state, such an appointment could prove problematic, said UNO political scientist
Randall Adkins. But not Nebraska. 


Just given the current political landscape in the state — where Republicans have prevailed in every
race for Senate and governor since 2006 — Adkins said he does not see either Senate seat leaving
Republican hands anytime soon. 


And Adkins said Ricketts has many political advantages over Democrats or any GOP rivals,
including a well-known name, his experience in office and the unlimited ability to fund his own
campaign. 


“Who wants to step into that?” Adkins said. 


ov. Jim Pillen’s appointment of Ricketts to the Senate has been anticipated almost from the moment
U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse emerged in November as the likely president of the University of Florida. 


Not long after, then-Gov. Ricketts announced that he would leave the appointment of the new
senator to his successor as governor, Pillen. Ricketts later announced he would apply for the
position. 


But the appointment comes with some questionable optics. 


Ricketts was a key supporter of Pillen’s gubernatorial campaign. He campaigned for him. He
donated $100,000 directly to Pillen’s campaign. And Ricketts and his family gave more than $1.4
million to the political action committee that ran attack ads against Pillen’s top opponents in the
hotly contested GOP primary election. 


Pillen repeatedly denied the selection was pre-determined and said Ricketts’ campaign support
played no role in the appointment. 


If Pillen was looking for someone to keep the seat in GOP hands, Ricketts was in many ways the
logical choice. 


Serving as governor has long been a political recipe for success for those with Senate aspirations in
Nebraska. In the last half-century, all four Nebraska governors who later decided to run for Senate
were victorious — J.J. Exon, Bob Kerrey, Ben Nelson and Mike Johanns. Exon, Kerrey and Nelson
were Democrats; Johanns was a Republican. 


The last man who was appointed to a Senate seat in Nebraska, Republican David Karnes, did fail to
win election in 1988. 


But Karnes had never served in office before Gov. Kay Orr appointed him. And he did win a
contested GOP primary before running into a political buzz saw in Kerrey, who was very popular at
the time. (Kerrey, who left the office after two terms, didn’t fare as well in a comeback Senate bid in
2012.) 


John Cavanaugh, a former Democratic congressman from Omaha and longtime state political
observer, said he didn’t see Ricketts as a Senate shoo-in in 2024. 
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Even though he was twice elected governor, Ricketts’ political following is not very deep,
Cavanaugh said. And Cavanaugh said a quality candidate from either party could exploit the politics
of the appointment. 


“It certainly doesn’t look good to be appointed by someone who received a tremendous amount of
money from the person he appoints,” Cavanaugh said. 


Cavanaugh and Democrats weren’t the only ones raising that issue Thursday. Charles W. Herbster,
the Donald Trump-backed GOP candidate for governor who was the target of many of the Ricketts-
funded attack ads, on Twitter Thursday suggested it’s now clear why Ricketts was determined to see
his hand-picked successor win. 


Others weren’t so sure voters would connect those dots and find the appointment problematic. 


“Do people just kind of shrug their shoulders and go, ‘OK’?” said Ryan Horn, a GOP political
consultant from Omaha. “If Pete Ricketts does a good job in the Senate as people perceive it, and he
works hard, there’s a good chance people might forget about (the appointment) in two years.” 


Landow predicted voters will see the appointment as “no issue whatsoever.” 


“I think anyone who knows anything about politics knows that favors are traded, and they would
have assumed — rightly so — that Ricketts would be appointed,” Landow said. 


But the biggest reason most said they expected Ricketts to prevail in 2024 is the current state of the
Nebraska Democratic Party — which Kerrey recently described as “pathetic.” 


Horn said it seemed Pillen barely had to campaign to win this fall’s governor’s race over Democrat
Carol Blood. 


“The reason the seat is likely to stay in Republican hands is the Democratic Party doesn’t have a
brand that appeals to most Nebraskans,” Horn said. 


Adkins likewise noted that Republicans in Nebraska have recently been handily winning statewide.
That can change, he said, but it would likely take time. 


“Until we have a fundamental shift in the politics of Nebraska, I just don’t see Ricketts being beaten
by a Democrat,” he said. 


By Henry J. Cordes 


 


Breitbart: Nebraska Governor Appoints Pete Ricketts to Fill Sasse’s Senate Seat 
 


Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen (R) appointed his predecessor, former Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R), to
fill the state’s U.S. Senate seat, vacated by former Sen. Ben Sasse (R-NE) in January.  


Term limits rendered Ricketts unable to run for reelection. Being appointed to the position was
widely expected after he said he intended to seek an application for consideration for the
appointment following Pillen’s announcement that he would  “seek qualified applicants” to fill the
upcoming vacancy. 


Sasse, a two-term senator, left his U.S. Senate seat to become the president of the University of
Florida. He officially resigned from the Senate on Sunday. 


Ricketts will now serve as Nebraska’s U.S. senator until January 2025. Under the Cornhusker State’s
law, he will have to run in a special election during the 2024 cycle to serve the last two years of
Sasse’s term before running again in 2026 if he wants to be elected for a full six-year term.  


According to the Hill, Pillen said there were 11 applicants for the Senate seat, and his office
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interviewed nine of them, ultimately choosing Ricketts for his ability to win a statewide election. 


“My job in this process is really, really simple: to find the best person to represent us Nebraskans,”
Pillen said, adding that Ricketts has committed to running in the special election in 2024 and in 2026
for a full term, in addition to not accepting a Cabinet position from a future Republican president if
asked. 


“Ultimately, the timing of this is very, very rigorous, and my belief in not [selecting] a placeholder
and my belief in seniority being really, really important, and running statewide elections and
winning statewide elections in ’24 and ’26 is rigorous and demanding, and ultimately that was a big
separator,” Pillen said. 


National Republican Senatorial Committee chairman Steve Daines released a statement
congratulating Ricketts on being appointed to the Senate. 


“I want to welcome former Governor Pete Ricketts to the U.S. Senate. I look forward to working
with Pete to stop Joe Biden’s harmful agenda and keep Nebraska red in 2024,” Daines said. 


By Jacob Bliss 


 


Newsweek: Ben Sasse's Republican Senate Replacement Has Fraught History With Trump 
 


Republican Ben Sasse, a fierce critic of Donald Trump, officially resigned from Congress on Sunday
—and the person filling his Senate seat also has a fraught history with the former president. 


On Thursday, former Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts was announced as the replacement for Sasse,
who is leaving politics to serve as president of the University of Florida. Ricketts was picked for the
role by the state's current governor, Republican Jim Pillen. 


Sasse has long bashed both Trump and his supporters. He was the first GOP senator in 2021 to
publicly say he'd mull action to boot Trump from the White House. He also joined six other
Republican senators in voting to convict the former president for inciting the Capitol riot. 


Ricketts, meanwhile, announced on Thursday that he'd like to see the federal government "run like a
business." 


"We need to make Washington, D.C., accountable, and ensure they are bringing the high level of
services we did here in Nebraska," Ricketts said, according to NBC News. 


But even though Ricketts and Trump are both business-minded, their relationship over the years has
been a bit rocky. 


While running for president in 2016, Trump targeted the family of Ricketts, whose billionaire
parents were reportedly big backers of an anti-Trump super PAC. 


"I hear the Rickets [sic] family, who own the Chicago Cubs, are secretly spending $'s against me,"
Trump tweeted on February 22, 2016. "They better be careful, they have a lot to hide!" 


After that, though, the two seemed to temporarily make amends. Ricketts, who was governor at the
time, made an appearance at a 2016 rally to boost Trump's White House bid. 


Then in 2018, Trump appointed Ricketts for a role on the Advisory Committee for Trade and
Negotiations and even called him a "terrific" governor. 


Tensions again spiked between the two as Ricketts urged Trump last year to butt out of his state's
gubernatorial GOP primary, according to NBC. The former president ignored him and endorsed a
Republican candidate who was ultimately defeated by Pillen. 
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Trump has also hurled the "RINO" label at Ricketts, an acronym that stands for "Republican in name
only," Nebraska's KLKN-TV reported last May. He didn't like that Ricketts had thrown his weight
behind the reelection bid of Georgia Governor Brian Kemp, who had resisted Trump's demands to
aid him in subverting the 2020 election results. 


Trump's Georgia endorsee, former Senator David Perdue, wound up losing to Kemp during the
state's Republican primary. 


However, the Nebraska Examiner news outlet reported last May that Ricketts qualified his
relationship with Trump as "fine." 


"I certainly feel that I can pick up the phone and call him, like I did last summer," the then-governor
reportedly said at the time. "In contested primaries, people are going to pick different candidates." 


By Simone Carter 


 


NY Times: Pete Ricketts Will Be Nebraska’s Next Senator, Replacing Ben Sasse 
 


Former Gov. Pete Ricketts of Nebraska, a Republican, was appointed on Thursday as the state’s next
senator, replacing Ben Sasse, a fellow Republican who resigned this week to become president of the
University of Florida. 


Mr. Ricketts was chosen for the Senate seat by his successor in the governor’s office, Jim Pillen,
whose campaign he helped bankroll last year. 


A special election will be held in 2024 to fill the seat for the remainder of Mr. Sasse’s term, which
would have ended in 2026. That means if Mr. Ricketts wants to stay in the Senate, he will have to
run in the special election in 2024 and then again in 2026 for a full term. 


Mr. Ricketts, 58, served two terms as governor from 2015 until this month. He was widely expected
to seek the Senate seat after Mr. Sasse announced last year that he intended to step down, and
he quickly received support from Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the Republican leader. 


“We’ve got to hold Washington, D.C., accountable for the waste and the fraud and make sure that
we’re running government more like a business, just like we’ve done here in Nebraska,” Mr.
Ricketts said at a news conference after his appointment was announced. 


The Ricketts family has long been among the most powerful in the insular world of Nebraska
politics. Mr. Ricketts’s father, Joe Ricketts, the founder and former chief executive of the financial
services company TD Ameritrade, is a major donor to Republican candidates and causes across the
country. 


Pete Ricketts spent at least $1.3 million in last year’s raucous Republican primary for governor,
helping Mr. Pillen while attacking his two leading opponents. Mr. Pillen narrowly won the party’s
nomination over a Trump-backed candidate and a relative moderate, and then cruised to victory in
the general election. 


On Thursday, Jane Kleeb, the chairwoman of the Nebraska Democratic Party, issued a statement
accusing Mr. Pillen of using the open Senate seat to reward a supporter. 


“Governor Pillen appointed Pete Ricketts in order to pay him back for buying the governor’s seat,”
Ms. Kleeb said. “This is the most blatant pay-to-play scheme we’ve seen in our state, and it’s
happening right in front of us all.” 


A spokesman for Mr. Pillen did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 


Mr. Pillen solicited applications from Nebraskans interested in replacing Mr. Sasse and has said he
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considered many candidates. 


“We took this process incredibly seriously,” he said, according to The Nebraska Examiner. “The
criteria for me were really, really simple. The appointee needs to represent us as a people.” 


But there was never much doubt that Mr. Ricketts would get the job if he wanted it. 


At a Florida gathering of Republican governors in late November, Mr. Ricketts downplayed his
interest in the Senate seat, saying, “We’ll see what happens.” 


Three weeks later, he filed an application seeking the appointment. 


 


Reuters: Former Nebraska Governor Ricketts to become U.S. senator 
 


WASHINGTON, Jan 12 (Reuters) - Nebraska's former Republican Governor Pete Ricketts is due to
become a U.S. senator after being appointed on Thursday to fill the seat left vacant by Republican
Senator Ben Sasse. 


In an anticipated move, Nebraska's Republican Governor Jim Pillen announced the appointment of
his predecessor at the state Capitol on Thursday morning. 


Ricketts, 58, served two terms as Nebraska's governor, wrapping up his second term last week. 


Twice elected to the U.S. Senate, Sasse resigned earlier in January to become president of the
University of Florida. The senator was one of seven Republican senators who voted to impeach then-
president Donald Trump. 


Ricketts' appointment will not alter the balance of power in the Senate. He would need to win a
special election in 2024 to serve the remaining two years of the current term. 


By Katharine Jackson 


 


Business Insider: One of the most powerful rich families in American politics just got their son in the
Senate 
 


Former Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts will be joining the US Senate, an appointment that caps his
political comeback and cements his family, which owns the Chicago Cubs, as one of the most
powerful forces in American politics. 


On Thursday morning, Gov. Jim Pillen announced that Ricketts was his pick to replace former Sen.
Ben Sasse, who left the chamber to lead the University of Florida. Ricketts will serve until 2024
when he will face Nebraskans in a special election to finish out the remainder of Sasse's term.
Ricketts pledged to run for a full term in 2026 as well. Sen. Deb Fischer, a two-term Republican
incumbent and loyal ally of Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, is also up for reelection then
too. 


Along with owning the Cubs, the Ricketts family has long been among the biggest funders of
Republican campaigns. 


Joe Ricketts, the founder of what is now TD Ameritrade, donated at least $1 million to Trump after
opposing him in the GOP primary. Before their rapprochement, Trump threatened the family by
saying, "They better be careful, they have a lot to hide!" Todd Ricketts, one of the governor's
brothers, was later named finance chair for the Republican National Committee. Laura Ricketts, the
governor's sister, is the one major exception to the family's largely conservative views. She is a
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major Democratic donor and was a bundler for former President Barack Obama. 


As governor, Ricketts used his status as a multi-millionaire to buck up his policies and punish those
who crossed him. His most successful endeavor was pushing for the state to bring back the death
penalty after the Nebraska legislature overrode Ricketts' veto to end the death penalty. BuzzFeed
estimated that Ricketts and his family spent over $400,000 on a ballot initiative to restore the death
penalty that was ultimately successful.  


"Supporting candidates is a manner of free speech. Can you have too much free speech?," Ricketts
said in a recent interview with the Omaha World-Herald when asked about his strategy. "I'm
exercising my free speech rights. Every American should be able to do that." 


Ricketts was instrumental in Pillen's comeback to win the Nebraska gubernatorial primary over the
Trump-backed Charles Herbster. Former President Donald Trump lashed out at Ricketts as a
"RINO" for crossing him in the primary. McConnell also made it clear that he wanted Ricketts to
replace Sasse, making Thursday's announcement one of the worst-kept secrets in Nebraska. Pillen
denied that there was anything untoward about his selection of Ricketts. 


Then-Democratic Sen. Ben Nelson drubbed Ricketts in 2006, a rough start to his political career.
Ricketts then founded a conservative think-tank, his family purchased the Cubs, and then the
Nebraskan rebranded himself as a "very bold and very bald conservative" before winning the
governorship in 2014. He was term-limited out of office, leaving his political future uncertain before
his appointment.  


Pillen told reporters that he interviewed nine people for the job before selecting Ricketts. None of the
nine were Democrats. Of the remaining list, the most well-known are former State Sen. Brett
Lindstrom, who Pillen also beat in the gubernatorial primary, and Sid Dinsdale, who lost to Sasse
and other hopefuls in the 2014 US Senate primary. 


By Brent D. Griffiths 


 


USA Today: Former GOP gov. to fill open Nebraska Senate seat, following Ben Sasse's resignation 
 


Former Nebraska GOP Gov. Pete Ricketts will fill the state's open Senate seat, following Ben
Sasse's resignation Sunday to become University of Florida president. 


Recently elected GOP Gov. Jim Pillen appointed Ricketts to serve two years as senator, until a
special election in 2024. During a press conference Thursday morning in Lincoln, Pillen said there
were more than 100 applicants for the seat, nine of whom were interviewed. 


"This was a very, very hard decision," Pillen said. "Running statewide elections and winning
statewide elections in '24 and '26 is rigorous and demanding, and ultimately that was a big
separator." Reelected in 2020, Sasse would have had to run in 2026 for a third term. 


"Governor Ricketts assured me that no matter who calls (him) for a different job, he is committed to
the United States Senate," he added. 


Sasse was in his second term when he first announced his plan to return to academia last October.  


One of seven Republicans who voted to convict Donald Trump on impeachment charges related to
the Jan. 6, 2021, assault on the Capitol, Sasse often criticized the former president and his influence
on the party. 


Ricketts said in the press conference that accountability for the federal government will be a top
priority for him, along with bringing "civility" and "respect" to a sometimes contentious Senate
chamber. 
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"Here in Nebraska, we have worked to be able to make government work for the people, and that's
what has to happen in Washington, D.C.," Ricketts said. "We should not have the expectation that
the federal government in doomed to fail." 


Government spending and national defense were among the specific issues Ricketts said he hopes to
address as a member of Congress. As governor, he said he took already steps to "push back on the
Chinese Communist party," including banning the popular social media app TikTok. 


Ricketts is expected to be sworn in in two weeks, once the Senate reconvenes Jan. 23. 


By Savannah Kuchar 


 


Roll Call: Former Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts appointed to Senate 
 


New Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen has followed through on appointing his predecessor, Pete Ricketts, to
the Senate following the resignation of Sen. Ben Sasse. 


Pillen made the announcement Thursday morning, noting how seldom senators are appointed. 


“Appointments happen only because life happens,” Pillen said. “This is an extraordinary day. It’s
only happened five times in the history of our state.” 


To keep the seat, Ricketts will have to run in 2024 to serve the remainder of Sasse's term, and then
again in 2026 if he wants a full six-year term. Pillen said he did not think that appointing a
placeholder senator would be the right move, saying that “Placeholders don’t have any
accountability to the people.” 


He noted that Ricketts' challenge ahead will represent the first time anyone has had to run for
statewide office in two consecutive cycles. 


“I have a pretty good idea of what it takes to win an election that is statewide and to do that in two
consecutive two year terms is, it's an extraordinarily rigorous challenge,” Pillen said. 


Pillen said that it was important for the new Nebraska senator to begin to gain seniority, as Sen. Deb
Fischer, R-Neb., has done. 


“I’m very grateful for this unexpected opportunity to be able to continue to serve the people of
Nebraska,” Ricketts said. 


“I look forward to working with him, and I look forward to welcoming him to the Senate chamber
for a swearing-in at the end of this month,” said Fischer. “We know that Pete knows the state of
Nebraska, and we know that Pete loves the state of Nebraska.” 


The Ricketts appointment was widely expected, though Pillen formally used an application
process for the position. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., has said publicly since
October that he wanted to see Ricketts join the ranks of Republicans in the Senate, including in
a CNN interview. 


"If that were the way it worked out I think it'd be a smooth transition," McConnell said of the
potential Ricketts appointment. 


Sasse officially left the chamber on Saturday to take over as president of the University of Florida.
Under Nebraska law, the appointment would run until the seat can be filled during the next statewide
election, which is in 2024. 


Sasse would not have been up for reelection until 2026, and took a jab at the institution he was
leaving in his farewell speech last week. 
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"When we're being honest with each other, which usually means when on one of the very rare
occasions where cameras aren't present, we all know that a big chunk of the performative yelling that
happens here and in every hearing room is just about being booked for even more performative
yelling at night on TV," Sasse said. "It might feel good temporarily, a little dopamine hit, to fire off a
clever tweet or get booked on a supposedly prime slot. But honestly, almost nobody's watching and
the share is getting smaller." 


Ricketts, a two-term governor, previously held senior leadership roles at what became TD
Ameritrade, the Ricketts family business. The Ricketts family also owns the Chicago Cubs and
members of the family have been prolific GOP fundraisers and donors. 


By Niels Lesniewski 


 


Daily Caller: Former Governor Appointed To Replace Sen. Ben Sasse 
 


Republican Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen appointed his immediate predecessor Pete Ricketts on
Thursday to serve two years of the term vacated by former Sen. Ben Sasse. 


“Gov. Ricketts assured me that no matter who calls for a different job, he is committed to the United
States Senate,” Pillen said at a press conference. “No matter who calls him to be a vice president of
the United States, who calls him to be … Secretary of State or any other thing, he’s committed to
this seat; and he and Susanne have committed to winning elections at a minimum of 10 years, and
I’m praying it’s gonna be longer than that, and you’re gonna love it there, Susanne.” 


Sasse, who was reelected in 2020, officially resigned on Sunday to take over as the University of
Florida’s president. Ricketts will serve through 2024, when a special election will be held for the
remainder of the term ending in 2026. Ricketts previously ran for Senate in 2006, and is likely to run
in the special election.  


“There’s a fallacy in Washington, D.C., that government can’t work and we have to expect failure,
but that’s not true. We proved that’s not true here in Nebraska,” Ricketts said at the press
conference. “We need to hold Washington, D.C., accountable for making sure they’re providing the
same level of high service that we do in state government.” 


Critics of Ricketts’ impending appointment argued that the former governor effectively bought the
seat. Ricketts gave $100,000 to Pillen’s 2022 gubernatorial campaign directly, and more than $1
million to a pro-Pillen political action committee. Pillen pushed back on those claims during the
press conference, noting that he interviewed nine candidates for the seat. 


“Anybody who knows me, that’s not part of my DNA. Just doesn’t work,” Pillen said. “Integrity of
the process and commitment to the process was highest priority.” 


By Michael Ginsberg 


 


Washington Times: Ex-Gov. Ricketts of Nebraska picked to replace Sasse in Senate 
 


Nebraska’s former Gov. Pete Ricketts is set to replace recently retired Sen. Ben Sasse. 


Mr. Ricketts, who left the governorship last week after two terms, was chosen by his successor to fill
the remainder of Mr. Sasse’s term.  


“I am thrilled to hear that Nebraska’s outstanding former Governor Pete Ricketts is heading here to
the U.S. Senate,” said Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, Kentucky Republican.  
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Mr. Sasse, who was re-elected in 2020, resigned last week to become president of the University of
Florida.  


Upon appointment, Mr. Ricketts will have to run in a special election in November 2024 to fill out
the remainder of Mr. Sasse’s term.  


If elected, Mr. Ricketts would then face voters again in 2026 to secure a full term.  


By Haris Alic 


 


Daily Wire: Former Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts Fills Empty Senate Seat Vacated By Ben Sasse 
 


Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen appointed the state’s former Republican Governor Pete Ricketts as the
Cornhusker State’s next senator on Thursday, replacing Ben Sasse, who officially resigned early this
week. 


Ricketts served two terms as the state’s top official from 2015 until last week when his successor
moved into the governor’s mansion. 


Governor Pillen personally chose Ricketts to fill the vacated Senate seat, saying he took the process
to replace Sasse “incredibly seriously” because the appointee needs to “represent the people” of
Nebraska, NBC reported. 


Pillen said the next senator must reflect “values and ideology important to Nebraskans,” believe in
“less government and fiscal accountability,” and be a “person of incredible faith, God-fearing like
almost all Nebraskans.” 


“It’s clear the person for the job was Sen.-designate Pete Ricketts,” he said. 


According to The New York Times, Ricketts said during a news conference after Pillen appointed
him that the Senate has to “hold Washington, D.C., accountable for the waste and the fraud,” adding
that government needs to run more like a business “just like we’ve done here in Nebraska.” 


“For me, it came down to a single question: How can I best serve the people of Nebraska and
advance our conservative values?” Ricketts said in a news release, NBC reported. “In Congress,
we’re in a fight for the future of our nation, and it’s a fight we have to win.” 


Ricketts comes from a family heavily invested in Nebraska politics. His father, Joe Ricketts, the
founder and former chief executive of the financial services company TD Ameritrade, donated to
Republican candidates nationwide. 


Ricketts spent approximately $1.3 million in the Republican primary for governor last year, helping
Pillen defeat a candidate backed by former President Donald Trump. His appointment comes days
after former U.S. Sen. Sasse officially resigned from his seat, having accepting a position to become
president of the University of Florida, where he will reportedly earn a salary of $1 million. 


The Republican politician delivered his farewell address from the Senate floor last week, saying that
he never planned on spending a lifetime in Washington after eight years of public service. 


“That’s not what our founders envisioned for the people they would send to the federal city,”
Sasse said. “They envisioned, rather, congressmen, senators, and presidents who thought of D.C. as a
temporary stay.” 


“Washington is a place to do a good bit of neighbor-loving work, but then to go back home to the
more permanent work of life and flesh and blood whole communities,” he added. 


Ricketts will fill the seat until 2024, when a special election is held for the remainder of Sasse’s
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term, which would have ended in 2026. 


By Brandon Drey 


 


Politico: Ricketts tapped to fill Nebraska's open Senate seat 
 


Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen has appointed Pete Ricketts, the state’s former GOP governor, to fill
retired Sen. Ben Sasse’s seat through 2024. 


Ricketts, who served two terms and endorsed Pillen in the race to replace him last year, will run in a
special election next fall to fill out the remaining two years of Sasse’s Senate term. Ricketts said on
Thursday that he is committed to running for the seat in both 2024 and 2026. 


Before appointing Ricketts, Pillen said he weighed the former governor’s ability to win statewide
elections as well as his commitment to run for a full term, which would help develop seniority in the
Senate. Ricketts will come in as a the most junior member of the chamber when he is sworn in on
Jan. 23. 


“There’s never been a Nebraskan who has had to run for statewide election in two consecutive terms
… it’s an extraordinarily rigorous challenge,” Pillen said. “I don’t believe in placeholders.” 


Sasse resigned this month to become president of the University of Florida, creating the vacancy. He
had distinguished himself for his criticisms of former President Donald Trump, whom Sasse
eventually voted to convict in his impeachment trial, but the departed senator also focused much of
his energy on the Judiciary and Intelligence committees. 


Ricketts said he “can’t think of specific issues” he and Sasse disagree on, adding that he expects to
be a reliably conservative vote and continue focusing on appointing right-leaning judges. 


Both Pillen and Ricketts brushed off questions about backroom deals when it came to filling the seat.
Ricketts was a top backer of Pillen’s campaign, raising some questions in the state about filling the
vacancy. Sasse did not resign until after Pillen was sworn in, allowing Ricketts to fill the seat
without having to self-appoint himself. 


Pillen said backroom deals are “not my DNA.” 


“I have no concerns about the process,” said Sen. Deb Fischer (R-Neb.), the senior senator from the
state. 


Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell indicated last year he wanted Ricketts to fill the vacancy
left by Sasse. He said on Thursday that Fischer and Ricketts “will instantly form an extremely
effective one-two punch for Nebraska in the Senate” and praised Ricketts for his governing record
and winning governor races “by gigantic margin.” 


Pillen said he interviewed nine candidates for the job and that none were Democrats. Nebraska is
now a reliably red state, and Democrats have not won a Senate race there since 2006. 


Yet Pillen suggested he didn’t want to take any chances by appointing a senator who could blow the
seat in a primary or general election. He said Ricketts’ political experience “was a big separator” in
the interview process; it also doesn’t hurt that Ricketts is personally wealthy, with the ability to self-
fund should he face a primary challenge. 


Ricketts said he would pass on any other opportunities that come along over the next 10 years as he
shifts his focus to federal office. 


“One of things we as Republicans need to win elections is to have a broad tent,” Ricketts said. “I’m
committed to running in ‘24 and ‘26 to serve the people of Nebraska.” 







National Republican Senatorial Committee Chair Steve Daines of Montana said he looks “forward to
working with Pete to stop Joe Biden’s harmful agenda and keep Nebraska red in 2024.” 


By Burgess Everett 


 


NY Post: Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen chooses Pete Ricketts to fill Ben Sasse’s Senate seat 
 


Republican Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen on Thursday appointed his predecessor, Pete Ricketts, to fill
the Senate seat vacated by Ben Sasse when he stepped down to become president of the University
of Florida. 


Ricketts, a Republican, served as governor of Nebraska from 2015 until last week when Pillen was
sworn in after winning the 2022 election. Ricketts, who was term-limited, had endorsed Pillen and
was widely expected to be the choice to replace Sasse.  


“My job in this process is really, really simple: to find the best person to represent us
Nebraskans,” Pillen said at a joint press conference with Ricketts.  


Pillen said his team interviewed nine candidates out of 111 applicants for the open Senate seat,
which Sasse formally resigned from on Sunday. Pillen noted that Ricketts vowed he would not leave
the Senate to accept a Cabinet position in a future Republican presidential administration.  


“Ultimately, the timing of this is very, very rigorous, and my belief in not [selecting] a placeholder
and my belief in seniority being really, really important, and running statewide elections and
winning statewide elections in ’24 and ’26 is rigorous and demanding, and ultimately that was a big
separator,” Pillen said of why he selected Ricketts. 


The former governor, and part-owner of the Chicago Cubs, said he is “committed to running” in the
2024 and 2026 elections. 


“There’s a fallacy in Washington, DC, that government can’t work and we have to expect failure, but
that’s not true. We proved that’s not true here in Nebraska,” Ricketts said. “We need to hold
Washington, DC, accountable for making sure they’re providing the same level of high service that
we do in state government.” 


Ricketts also said Nebraskans should expect “a lot of similarities” between Sasse’s conservative
positions and his own.  


“I do think it’s important that we have [those] same conservative values and philosophies coming to
DC,” Ricketts said. 


Ricketts ran a failed Senate campaign back in 2006, losing to then-incumbent Democratic Sen. Ben
Nelson.  


He will now serve until 2024, when he will compete in a special election to fill the remaining two
years of Sasse’s term. 


Prior to Sasse’s appointment at the University of Florida, he told the school’s Board of Trustees that
the school is “the most interesting institution in the state, that has the most happening right now, and
is, therefore, the best positioned to help lead our country through a time of unprecedented change.” 


In November, his appointment was protested by hundreds of students at the school. 


By Victor Nava 


 


Washington Post: Pete Ricketts's massive political turnaround 
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Before Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen (R) made the announcement Thursday that he would appoint
former governor Pete Ricketts (R) to the Senate, Pillen made a point of pitching his pick as
politically pragmatic. He said he didn't want a "placeholder" for former Republican senator Ben
Sasse's seat, and he emphasized choosing someone with the strength to hold the seat for many years
to come. 


The announcement Thursday scans as unsurprising: Ricketts is the most established figure in the
Nebraska GOP and supported Pillen as his successor to the governor's mansion. But the argument
about Ricketts's political strength would have seemed utterly crazy less than two decades ago. 


It goes to show how dramatically things can change in politics: With this appointment, Ricketts has
completed one of the most remarkable comebacks from a losing Senate campaign in modern
American history. 


Ricketts made his first run for office in 2006, and it went exceedingly poorly. Despite Republicans
targeting a Democratic senator in a red state and having high hopes for the former Ameritrade
executive chosen as a challenger, he lost to Sen. Ben Nelson 64 percent to 36 percent. 


Ricketts spent roughly $14 million of his own fortune on the 28-point loss. As a Republican in
Nebraska. And against a first-term senator who had only narrowly won office six years earlier. 


It's one of the biggest losses on record for a candidate who would later join the Senate. Many
senators have previous losses under their belts, but almost never have they been as lopsided as
Ricketts's. 


Several senators have lost extremely close Senate campaigns before joining the upper chamber. Sen.
John Thune (R-S.D.) lost by 524 votes in 2002. John Ensign, a former Republican senator from
Nevada, lost by 428 votes in 1998. Former Senate majority leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) lost by fewer
than 700 votes in 1974. 


Others have come back from slightly larger but still competitive losses, including Sen. Mark Warner
(D-Va.), Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) and former senator Gordon Smith (R-Ore.). 


But even when they lose by more lopsided margins, they generally at least hit a number that starts
with four. Former senator Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) took 43 percent in a 1974 campaign before
winning her seat in 1986. George Voinovich (R-Ohio) took 42 percent in 1988. Ted Stevens (R-
Alaska) took 42 percent in 1962. Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) took 41 percent in a 1994 Senate
campaign (though in blue Massachusetts). 


And now-Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) took 42 percent in 1992 before winning a Senate seat two
years later. (Remarkably, DeWine was elected to the Senate by double digits in 1994 and then lost
reelection by double digits, taking just 44 percent of the vote in 2006 - the same year Ricketts lost -
before making another comeback and becoming an extremely popular governor.) 


Incidentally, one of the biggest losses we could find for a candidate who would later become a
senator came from the man Ricketts lost to in 2006: Ben Nelson. He took just 41.7 percent of the
vote in his 1996 campaign, before winning his seat in 2000 and then embarrassing Ricketts six years
later. But that 1996 figure is still nearly six points better than what Ricketts garnered in his own
loss. 


There have been larger losses, but they come with asterisks. Now-Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) was
actually stuck in the single digits in his first two runs for the Senate, in 1972 and 1974, but that was
as a little-known political novice running under the banner of the "Liberty Union" party. And now-
Sen. John Kennedy (R-La.) took just 15 percent in a 2004 Senate campaign, when he was a
Democrat, but in a race that featured multiple Democrats splitting the vote. 


Of course, we've known for a while that Ricketts's career was going places. After winning a very







tight gubernatorial primary in 2014, he won the general election both then and in 2018 by 18 points.
So Pillen is right that he's now a proven political commodity who should have little trouble winning
the seat in his own right. 


Ricketts hasn't done that yet, unlike the others mentioned above, but he in all likelihood will in 2024.
And if and when he does, he'll register one of the biggest reversals in modern political history for a
failed Senate candidate. 


By Aaron Blake 


 


LJS: Three applicants seek to be district judge in Lancaster County 
 


Three attorneys have submitted their names for consideration to be the next district court judge in
Lancaster County. 


The vacancy is due to Judge Robert Otte's recent retirement. 


In a news release, the Nebraska Judicial Branch identified the three applicants as Assistant Nebraska
Attorney General Jennifer Huxoll of Palmyra, who works in the Civil Litigation Bureau; Deputy
Lancaster County Attorney Matthew Mellor of Lincoln, who works in the criminal division; and
Chief Deputy Lancaster County Attorney Daniel Zieg of Bennet, who leads the civil division. 


The Judicial Nominating Commission will have a public hearing in the Supreme Court Courtroom at
the Capitol at 1:30 p.m. Feb. 1, where the applicants will be given the opportunity to make a
statement and the public can comment. 


The commission ultimately will forward one or more names to Gov. Jim Pillen, who ultimately
makes the appointment. 


By Lori Pilger 


 


Breitbart: Nebraska Lawmakers Propose Fetal Heartbeat Bill to Protect the Unborn 
 


Nebraska state lawmakers introduced a bill that would prohibit abortions after six weeks of
pregnancy, which is usually when a fetal heartbeat is detected, WOWT reported.  


State Sen. Joni Albrecht (R) announced the introduction of The Nebraska Heartbeat Act with several
other state lawmakers in the capitol rotunda on Wednesday morning. The bill would move the state’s
current abortion law from prohibiting abortions after 20 weeks to six weeks.  


Albrecht’s abortion bill failed last year by two votes, though the state senator told WOWT “I believe
I do” when asked whether she thinks she has the votes to pass the legislation this time. 


“We have 85 percent of the babies who would be saved with this six-week ban,” she said. 


The bill does not add criminal penalties but proposes that doctors who perform abortions past six
weeks of pregnancy lose their medical licenses, according to the report. The bill also has medical
emergency exceptions and exceptions for rape and incest. Dr. Robert Plambeck, an OB-GYN in
Lincoln, told the outlet that “nothing in this bill…keeps [him] from providing necessary medical care
to a pregnant woman or from terminating a pregnancy in the rare and tragic instance when the
mother’s life is at stake.” 


Albrecht’s bill includes the Nebraska Pregnancy Help Act, which would provide a $10 million tax
credit for donations annually to pregnancy help organizations. 
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Andi Curry Grubb, executive director of Planned Parenthood Advocates of Nebraska, told the outlet
that the “egregious bill goes against the will of Nebraskans…”  


“We cannot know a person’s situation — their health, wellbeing, risks, and futures. Every Nebraskan
deserves the right to control their reproductive health and their future. This bill strips them of that
right. Politicians should not be making decisions for Nebraska families,” Grubb said.  


But pro-life advocates celebrated the bill’s introduction. Sandy Danek, executive director of
Nebraska Right to Life, said the law would “protect the lives of innocent human life within the
womb,” according to Life News, a pro-life online news website. 


“A discernible heartbeat is the key and universal medical confirmation that life exists, and every
heartbeat has a right to live,” Danek continued.  


Marion Miner, associate director of Pro-Life & Family Policy at the Nebraska Catholic Conference,
noted that a “heartbeat is a universal sign of life.”  


“That is indisputable, and Nebraskans agree….We envision a Nebraska where every mom and baby
without exception is celebrated, valued, and protected. We should all be able to agree on protecting
babies with a beating heart,” Miner said.  


Nebraska’s newly elected Gov. Jim Pillen (R) has signaled he would sign off on bills that limited or
even outright banned abortion in the state.  


By Katherine Hamilton 


 


LJS: Bill targets school library books and critical race theory in Nebraska classrooms 
 


Nebraska school districts would be required to make learning materials available for public
inspection and create a process for parents to object to books in the school library under a bill
introduced at the Legislature on Thursday. 


The Parents’ Bill of Rights and Academic Transparency Act (LB374) from Sen. Dave Murman of
Glenvil would also prohibit teachers from telling students they are “inherently responsible” for past
actions because they belong to a certain race. 


Sponsored by the new Education Committee chairman, the bill addresses grievances raised against
Nebraska’s public schools in recent years. 


Last fall, several school districts were accused of making alleged inappropriate books available to
children in school libraries, and state senators — including Murman — accused the Nebraska
Department of Education of providing teachers with materials teaching critical race theory. 


Murman, who said he was aware of reports of inappropriate materials being taught in Nebraska
schools but did not provide specifics, said the bill was introduced to build greater transparency in
schools. 


“It makes it more clear what’s being taught in the classroom and also ensures that access parents are
asking for,” he said. 


The bill would require school districts to develop and adopt policies outlining how parents can
inspect curriculum materials in an online portal and object to any learning materials they believe
harm their “firmly held beliefs, values, or principles,” and withdraw their children from those classes
or activities. 


School districts would also have to inform parents how they could review books in school libraries
and challenge them, and outlines a process that includes the State Board of Education and the
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Commissioner of Education in the final say. 


“Parents are the ultimate decision-makers for their children,” Murman said. “Part of this bill is to
guarantee they know what’s in the curriculum and the library.” 


Murman, who said the bill was modeled on similar legislation in Kansas, Missouri and Florida, said
while parents could still contact their local school boards or administrators, his intention for the bill
was to provide “a more clear avenue to do that” in order to keep parents engaged. 


The bill also prohibits teachers from discussing that “individuals, by virtue of their race, ethnicity,
color, or national origin, bear collective guilt and are inherently responsible for actions committed in
the past by other members of the same race, ethnicity, color, or national origin.” 


Although critical race theory isn’t explicitly stated in the text of the bill, it’s similar to a bill
introduced last year that would have banned the teaching of the academic and legal theory, which
examines systemic inequities stemming from race and racism. 


Critical race theory is typically taught at the graduate school level and not in K-12 schools. 


Murman said he didn’t think the bill would have a chilling effect on how teachers approach — or
perhaps avoid — difficult topics. 


“I look at it as liberating teachers,” he said. “There could be pressure on them to teach a certain way.
This liberates them to teach what I think the general public accepts.” 


Jenni Benson, president of the Nebraska State Education Association, the state’s largest teacher
union representing 26,000 teachers, said family involvement in education is “critically important” to
a child’s success in school. 


While the NSEA supports addressing concerns parents have by fostering communications with
schools, Benson said Murman’s bill could hamper Nebraska public schools’ attempts to recruit and
retain teachers and staff. 


“Those shortages are exacerbated when teachers feel they are facing relentless attacks by some
elected officials,” she said. 


There were 83 bills and one resolution introduced Thursday, Day 7 of the Legislature: 


ISRAEL: Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar introduced a bill (LB343) that would bar the state from
contracting with any companies that take part in a boycott of Israel. 


MAIL-IN ELECTIONS: Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt sponsored a bill (LB365) that would allow all
93 counties in Nebraska to conduct all-mail elections. 


PROCUREMENT: Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh introduced a measure (LB360) creating an
inspector general to investigate and review state government contracts. 


BODY CAMS: Body-worn cameras would be subject to the Nebraska Public Records Statutes under
a bill (LB366) brought by Lincoln Sen. Danielle Conrad. 


TAX CREDITS: Elkhorn Sen. Lou Ann Linehan’s bill (LB370) would require county treasurers to
mail a notice to property owners that they were eligible to claim a Nebraska Property Tax Incentive
Credit. 


DRAG SHOWS: Anyone under the age of 19 would be barred from attending a drag show, under a
bill (LB371) from Murman. Businesses or organizations that host a drag show that allows
individuals under 19 to be admitted would be fined $10,000 for each violation. 


TEACHER RECRUITMENT: Linehan also sponsored a bill (LB385) appropriating $10 million to
the Nebraska Teacher Recruitment and Retention Act for $5,000 grants to individual teachers. 







PREGNANCY IMMUNITY: Pregnant women could not be cited, arrested or prosecuted for any
pregnancy outcome that does not result in a live birth, under a bill (LB391) from Sen. Jen Day of
Gretna. 


MESONET: Sen. Myron Dorn of Adams brought a bill (LB401) to appropriate $550,000 to the
Nebraska Mesonet system, which is an automated state weather network. 


By Chris Dunker 


 


OWH: Nebraska state senator introduces bill aimed at increasing parental control in schools 
 


LINCOLN — A Nebraska state senator introduced a bill Thursday aimed at limiting education on
subject matter commonly referred to by conservatives as “critical race theory.” 


State Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil introduced Legislative Bill 374, dubbed the “Parents’ Bill of
Rights and Academic Transparency Act.” It was one of 84 bills introduced in the Nebraska
Legislature Thursday. 


Murman, a Republican farmer, was elected last week to be chair of the Legislature’s Education
Committee, replacing Sen. Lynne Walz of Fremont, a Democrat and former teacher. Last year,
Murman led a Republican effort calling for a probe into the State Department of Education over an
alleged promotion of critical race theory through the department’s website. 


The bill Murman introduced Thursday would expand parents’ opportunities to challenge schools
about learning materials they consider inappropriate. 


Though the words “critical race theory” were not included in the bill, the bill uses language
frequently used by conservative advocates to describe critical race theory. Although that description
often doesn’t line up with the official definition of the term. 


One part of the bill prohibits instruction that promotes that members of a specific race are
“inherently inferior or superior,” or “bear collective guilt and are inherently responsible for actions
committed in the past by other members of the same race.” 


“(The bill) won’t allow racism to be taught in schools,” Murman said. 


The official definition of critical race theory defines it as an academic concept based on the idea that
racism is a social construct embedded in the nation’s legal systems and policies, rather than
stemming from individual prejudice. The concept is most commonly taught in law schools, not K-12
schools. 


Murman claimed that critical race theory is taught in Nebraska’s public schools, though he refrained
from describing it as a “prominent” issue. He declined to give any specific examples. 


LB 374 shares similarities with another bill, LB 71, which was introduced last week and was co-
signed by Murman. The bill would require that public schools disclose instructional materials to
parents and allow parents to request that their child be excused from certain lessons or activities. 


Murman said LB 374 is a broader version of the other bill. It would require schools adopt a policy
giving parents access to review all learning materials the school uses, and give parents an
opportunity to object and withdraw their students from lessons or activities in which materials are
used that conflict with the “parent’s firmly held beliefs, values, or principles.” 


Many of the processes suggested in LB 374 are already in place in most public schools. 


The bill outlines the right of a parent, student or teacher to sue their school if they believe the school
has violated the bill’s regulations. Parents would also have the ability to submit a complaint to the
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Nebraska Department of Education if their school refuses to remove library content deemed
inappropriate. 


Other noteworthy bills Thursday included another Murman measure, which would prohibit
individuals under 19 from attending drag shows, along with legislation to reduce maximum
sentences for juvenile convictions and a bill expanding options for mail-in voting. 


One bill that has yet to be introduced is an attempt to further restrict Nebraska’s abortion access. On
Wednesday Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston announced her intent to introduce the bill, which would
prohibit all abortions once embryonic cardiac activity can be detected — typically around six weeks
past fertilization. 


Here’s a roundup of the bills that did get introduced Thursday: 


Drag shows: LB 371, also introduced by Murman, would prohibit individuals under 19 from
attending drag shows. Jane Seu, ACLU of Nebraska legal and policy counsel, described the bill as
“unconstitutional censorship” in an effort to silence members of the LGBTQ community. Sen.
Megan Hunt of Omaha has already introduced a motion to indefinitely postpone the bill. 


Juvenile corrections: LB 339 would reduce maximum sentences for juvenile convictions, would
protect the identities of juveniles prior to a criminal conviction, and would prohibit juveniles from
being held out of state prior to their conviction. The bill’s introducer, Sen. Terrell McKinney of
Omaha, called Nebraska’s current juvenile corrections system “horrible,” and said it contributes to
the state’s ongoing prison overcrowding problem. 


Mail-in voting: LB 365, introduced by Hunt, would allow all Nebraska counties to hold elections
solely through mail-in votes, regardless of population. Some smaller counties already do this. Hunt’s
bill directly conflicts with LB 228, introduced by Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, which would
effectively eliminate almost all mail-in voting in Nebraska. 


Tax credits: LB 370, introduced by Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, would require that a red slip
of paper be included with every tax statement notifying residents of available tax credits. 


Pregnancy: LB 391 would provide criminal and civil immunity for individuals who end their
pregnancy either intentionally or unintentionally. The bill’s introducer, Sen. Jen Day of Omaha, has
opposed previous attempts to restrict abortion access in Nebraska. 


Postpartum: LB 419 would extended the state’s Medicaid and Medicare postpartum coverage from
60 days to 12 months. Sen. Anna Wishart of Lincoln introduced the bill, which was co-sponsored by
a bipartisan group of 20 other state senators. 


Teachers: LB 385, introduced by Linehan, would establish a State Department of Education grant
with a $10 million cap in an effort to recruit and retain teachers. Teachers who apply would receive
$5,000 under the bill. The Nebraska Department of Education reported that 14% of teacher positions
across the state’s 143 school districts were unfilled during the 2021-22 school year. 


LB 413, introduced by Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, would establish the “Interstate Teaching
Mobility Compact,” which would help teachers maintain their licenses through multiple states. 


Pheasants: LB 400 would establish the Nest Predator Bounty Program, adding a $10,000 bounty for
badgers, coyotes, opossums, raccoons, red foxes and striped skunks harvested between March 1 and
July 1 in an effort to protect Nebraska’s pheasant population. Sen. Tom Brewer of Gordon
introduced the bill. 


Israel: LB 343, introduced by Sen. Julie Slama of Dunbar, would prohibit public entities from
entering into contracts with companies that boycott Israel, a likely reference to the decades-long
conflict between Israel and Palestine. 


By Erin Bamer 
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Nebraska Examiner: Senators introduce parental ‘bill of rights’ proposal to ensure parental control
over education 
 


LINCOLN — As promised, State Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil has introduced a bill that he says
would ensure that parents have control over the teaching of their children and that inappropriate
books or instruction are not offered. 


On Thursday, he and nine cosponsors introduced Legislative Bill 374, the “Parents’ Bill of Rights
and Academic Transparency Act,” after stating last week in a floor speech that parents needed to be
the “ultimate decision makers” for their children. 


“This bill is to guarantee that they know what’s in the curriculum, in the library and what’s being
taught, so they can control what’s being taught,” Murman said Thursday. 


When asked, he could not cite specific examples of how parents had been denied information about
what public schools are teaching. The senator did say that he’s seen school books in Nebraska that
he considered not “age appropriate,” though he could not cite the books. 


‘Solution in search of a problem’ 


Bellevue Sen. Carol Blood called the bill a “solution in search of a problem.” 


Fremont Sen. Lynne Walz, a former fourth grade teacher, agreed, saying that she was frequently
asked by parents about her lesson plans and she always answered their questions. 


Walz said any problems can be directed, and dealt with, by a local school board. 


Part of ‘culture wars’ 


The bill of rights proposal is patterned after similar bills in Florida, Kansas and Missouri and comes
after conservative U.S. Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., introduced a similar measure last year in the
Senate. 


Eighty-four similar bills, mostly introduced by Republican state lawmakers, were filed in 26 states
last year, according to a Georgetown University think tank called FutureEd. 


One was in Nebraska, LB 1158, from Bellevue Sen. Rita Sanders. The proposal was amended and
advanced from the Education Committee,but failed to advance in the 2022 session. Sanders has
introduced LB 71 this year, which appears more narrowly focused than Murman’s “bill of rights”
proposal. 


Murman, who was elected chairman of the Education Committee last week, now has additional
power in scheduling and advancing legislation, boosting the chances that LB 374 could advance. 


Some parents fearful 


Murman’s bill and other bill of rights proposals have been inspired by fears from some parents that
their children are being taught about sex when it’s not “age appropriate,” that critical race theory is
part of instruction in K-12 schools and that inappropriate books are being stocked in school
libraries. 


Jenni Benson, the president of the state teachers union, said the Nebraska State Education
Association has always supported parents and teachers working together to educate children. 


Some conservative groups and parents disagree, however, and have made school board meeting a
battleground for the nation’s culture wars in recent months. 


‘Relentless attacks’ don’t help 







Benson said that “relentless attacks by some elected officials” have exacerbated the shortage of
teachers in the state, despite the widespread support for public education. 


“I believe it is critically important that we work together to address concerns through communication
versus accusations,” she said. 


Murman said LB 374 sets up a “clear avenue” for parents to review educational materials and, if
necessary, lodge objections to certain library books or learning materials. It also provides for an
appeal process. 


Transparency portal required 


Under the bill, a school district must develop a policy on parental rights by July  2024 and create a
“parent transparency portal” on its website listing all library items, as well as “learning materials,
activities, and curriculum used for student instruction” and “social and emotional learning
materials.” 


Parents, under the bill, can request that a school determine whether books or materials should be
marked “parental review recommended” if they contain inappropriate sexual content or excessive
violence or profanity. 


LB 374 also states that parents have a right to expect that their children will not be taught that they
“bear collective guilt” or are “inherently responsible” for actions committed in the past, an apparent
reference to the teaching of critical race theory. 


Critical race theory, according to Education Week, is an academic concept that “racism is not merely
the product of individual bias or prejudice, but also something embedded in legal systems and
policies.” 


Murman said, “If it’s not happening now, we shouldn’t be responsible, no matter what is the color of
your skin is.” 


He said he doesn’t look at the bill as “handcuffing” teachers for pursuing certain subjects, but
“liberating” them from pressure to “teach a certain way.” 


By Paul Hammel 


 


OWH: Support, opposition to secret balloting for legislative leaders raised at rules hearing 
 


LINCOLN — A record number of proposed changes in Nebraska legislative rules drew record
public interest for a hearing Thursday. 


More than 100 people filled a Capitol hearing room for the hearing, with several testifying on
proposals to eliminate the use of secret ballots for legislative leadership elections and do away with
daily prayers. 


State Sen. Steve Halloran of Hastings offered the proposal to require that votes for legislative leaders
be done either by acclamation or by public votes. 


He argued that the change would promote transparency and honor U.S. Sen. George Norris’ vision
for a more open lawmaking process. Norris championed the change from a traditional Legislature to
the unique, nonpartisan, one-house version, which Nebraska voters approved in 1934. 


Under the constitutional amendment Norris pushed, the Legislature is nonpartisan. That means state
lawmakers are elected and serve without regard to party affiliation and that political parties are not
part of the legislative structure or process. 
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Currently, lawmakers choose the speaker of the Legislature and other leaders by secret ballot. The
process has been used ever since Nebraska launched its restructured Legislature in 1937. 


Supporters of public leadership votes argued that Nebraskans want transparency and accountability,
which can’t happen with secret ballots. Among them, Myron Smith said he wants to know senators’
votes so he can consider that at election time. Stephanie Johnson raised concerns that voting in secret
leads to political deal-making and deceit. 


Opponents of the change said it would increase partisanship in the Legislature, because lawmakers
could be punished for voting against the wishes of their party. Teri Hlava said legislative leaders
should be elected on merit, not party membership, and Nathan Leach of Nonpartisan Nebraska said
secret ballots are widely used in local governments and other organizations. 


Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, the Rules Committee chairman, disputed the idea that the Legislature
is nonpartisan and argued that the issue is one of transparency. 


He said some senators in the past have been promised votes for a chairmanship, only to have those
votes disappear when the ballots were counted. With secret ballots, it is impossible to know who
broke their word, he said. 


“That’s what we’re arguing to fix,” Erdman said. “That’s the problem with this secret ballot.” 


Sen. Megan Hunt of Omaha offered the proposal that would do away with the prayers that start each
legislative day. She called it inappropriate to have a religious activity as part of a government body
and argued that the prayers violate the First Amendment separation of church and state. 


Opponents of Hunt’s proposal argued that the U.S. Supreme Court had found legislative prayers
were constitutional. William Feely said most people agree on the existence of a divine creator and
called Hunt’s proposal an example of “cancel culture.” 


Erdman offered a rules change that would bar journalists from executive sessions of legislative
committees, during which lawmakers discuss and vote on which bills to advance, amend or kill. 


Other rules change proposals would increase access for Nebraskans with disabilities who wish to
testify at public hearings, bar firearms from legislative areas of the Capitol except for military and
law enforcement officials, revamp the redistricting process, set minimum hours of debate before a
filibuster-ending cloture motion could be considered and allow pets in the Capitol. 


The Rules Committee is expected to meet Friday to decide which changes to recommend to the full
Legislature. Speaker of the Legislature John Arch of La Vista has said he wants to start debate about
adopting permanent legislative rules on Tuesday. 


By Martha Stoddard 


 


LJS: Senators hear changes to secret ballot, voting procedure rules during marathon hearing 
 


The Legislature avoided engaging in a fight over how committee leaders are selected on the first day
of the session earlier this month. 


During a marathon — perhaps ultramarathon — hearing Thursday, state senators initiated the first
skirmishes in the rules fight to come. 


The Rules Committee heard nearly 60 proposed changes to the Legislature’s rulebook, including one
that would end the secret ballot vote for committee chairs that has been in place since 1937. 


The way those decisions are made drew renewed focus this year after former GOP gubernatorial
candidate Charles Herbster made the issue the central — and only — tenant of his Nebraska First







political action committee. 


Supporters of moving from a write-in ballot to a recorded voice vote said they garnered the support
of roughly half of the 49 members of the Legislature, who signed a pledge to make the change. 


Lawmakers could have moved to make a change on Day 1 of the 108th Legislature, but chose to
punt, instead approving the last session’s rules as the temporary rules for this session. 


The promise to return to the proposed change came late Thursday afternoon when Sen. Steve
Halloran of Hastings presented the proposal before the Rules Committee. 


Halloran, who previously sponsored a similar proposal two years ago, said requiring senators to
record their vote for committee chairpersons would promote transparency and uphold the state
constitution. 


It would also be in line with George W. Norris’ vision for the unicameral system, Halloran said. The
petition circulated by Norris in the early 1930s to build support for the unicameral Legislature
included a provision that any senator could call for a roll call vote at any time, Halloran said. 


“Clearly the father of the unicameral, George W. Norris, was a strong advocate in transparency to
the voters in regard to business conducted by the one-house Legislature,” Halloran said. “For
decades, this Legislature has chosen to disregard our state constitution by using a secret ballot for
electing the speaker and various chairpersons.” 


Proponents testifying after Halloran said they supported the proposed rule change, adding it would
bolster their faith in the people they send to Lincoln to represent them. 


“We the people expect professionalism and to know where you stand on an issue,” said William
Feely, who said voters expected transparency and accountability from their elected leaders. 


Stephanie Johnson of Nebraskans for Founders Values, which pushes for conservative causes, said
she was “mortified” to learn committee chair votes were done not by a record vote, but by secret
ballot. 


“Anything done in secret lends itself to deceit,” Johnson said. 


Opponents of the proposed rule change, however, told the Rules Committee doing away with the
secret ballot would erode the nonpartisan nature of the Legislature. 


Nathan Leach of Nonpartisan Nebraska said while supporters of the rule have said a public vote
would improve transparency at the Legislature, he suggested it would be performative. 


Rather, Leach said it was more important to allow senators room to vote for the person they thought
would be the best person to serve as speaker, lead the 14 standing committees, as well as two special
committees. 


Other government bodies, as well as political organizations, vote for leadership with secret ballots
but without the same scrutiny, Leach said: “I have never heard any objection to the ballot vote
outside the context of the Nebraska Legislature.” 


In a back and forth with Rules Committee Chairman Steve Erdman of Bayard, who called the
nonpartisan status of the Legislature “a figment of someone’s imagination” and pointed to the fight
over committee appointments that was largely based on party affiliation. 


Leach said the secret ballot vote was among several structures created by Norris and maintained for
nearly 90 years that reinforced the notion of a nonpartisan Legislature. 


“It’s by definition a nonpartisan Legislature, that’s the only thing we can call it,” Leach responded.
“Bills should advance based on merit; they shouldn’t advance just because a senator has an R or D
next to their name.” 







Rachel Gibson, vice president of action for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska, said while the
organization generally supports transparency, she believes it’s important to look at that transparency
within the context of the systems in place. 


In the context of the Legislature, the secrecy surrounding committee votes worked to improve the
overall system, she said. 


And Teri Hlava, who told the committee she was a registered Republican, said she disagreed with
her party’s attempt to gain full control over the Legislature by changing how committee leaders are
chosen. 


“We need to strive for balance, fairness, and many viewpoints,” Hlava said. “Let’s get rid of our
warrior mode.” 


The Rules Committee, which started its hearing at 1:30 p.m. Thursday and expected to work until
midnight or later, heard testimony on a variety of other proposed rules changes ranging from
prohibiting firearms in the Capitol by anyone other than law enforcement or members of the
military, to limiting the number of bills each senator could introduce in one year. 


Omaha Sen. Kathleen Kauth sponsored a rule change to incentivize lawmakers to refrain from
recording themselves as “present, not voting” on bills by factoring it into a cloture vote. Senators
who are present not voting would reduce the number needed for a filibuster to be ended. 


Kauth, who initially proposed a rule doing away with a “present not voting” status altogether, said
the tool “should come at a cost.” 


Feely said he and others are frustrated by senators who are present in the chamber but choose not to
give a bill a straight up or down vote, calling it “gamesmanship that needs to be eliminated.” 


“To me, it boils down to a matter of transparency,” he said. “Either you’re for it or against it.” 


Calvin Pemberton, meanwhile, said he preferred Kauth’s original proposal doing away with it
wholesale. 


Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt and Lincoln Sen. Danielle Conrad also sponsored rules changing the
threshold of votes needed to pull bills from committee onto the floor, or to revive bills that have been
killed in committee. 


Hunt’s rule change would increase the number of votes needed to pull a bill from committee from 25
to 33, while Conrad’s change would require 33 votes, up from 30, to bring a bill new life after it had
been killed. 


Several bills — including an anti-abortion bill and a permitless concealed carry bill — were
advanced onto the floor using a pull motion last year. 


“If a bill is so important that we need to bypass committees and the committee process, I think it
should have to meet the same threshold to come out of a committee to defeat a filibuster,” Hunt
said. 


But Steve Jessen, who helped organize support around a resolution adding Nebraska to a list of states
calling for an Article V convention of states, which was killed and later revived, said the threshold
should remain as is to give senators and constituents an avenue if their bill gets stuck in an
“unfriendly committee.” 


Jessen said a separate proposal from Erdman to make all committees have an odd-number of
members in order to avoid ties, would also help resolve those issues. 


The Rules Committee did not take any action on the proposals Thursday. 


Erdman said the Rules Committee would Friday begin deliberating on which rules to bring to the







floor for full debate starting next week. 


Speaker John Arch told the Legislature it was his goal to have permanent rules in place by Jan. 20. 


By Chris Dunker 


 


Nebraska Examiner: Nebraska lawmakers to ponder funding for relocation of iconic mural 
 


LINCOLN — A $1.5 million boost from Nebraska lawmakers would help give a new home to the
iconic Pershing Center mural, whose more than 760,000 tile pieces today sit in a warehouse after
removal last year from the old city arena. 


Fans of the mammoth artwork say they’ve already secured a new spot at Lincoln’s Wyuka historical
park and cemetery but are short of funds to cover relocation and rising installation costs. 


Introduced Thursday, Legislative Bill 411 by State Sen. George Dungan of Lincoln would earmark
$1.5 million from the state’s general fund toward the $3 million preservation project. Private and
philanthropic donations are to cover the rest. 


Dungan said he appreciates history and art and said he is eager to see the mural displayed in the
planned interactive setting. 


Local artist Liz Shea-McCoy, a leader of the preservation effort, called the Wyuka grounds a perfect
fit for what she describes as “the People’s Mural.” 


Wyuka, which is a Lakota Indian word meaning “to rest,” was established in 1869 as a burial ground
and Lincoln’s first public park. It has since grown into roughly 140 acres. 


Its website also refers to the site as a “museum without walls,” which features statuary art,
monumental architecture and historical tributes to Lincoln families, war veterans and more. 


“It’s just magic,” said Shea-McCoy, who partnered with the Nebraska Historical Society and
Foundation. “The whole environment at Wyuka and the history of that area of our state is a magical
installation area for the Pershing Mural.” 


The Pershing mural also has a storied history. 


For nearly a decade, Nebraskans speculated what would become of the Pershing Center and the
expansive mural that spanned its facade since 1957. 


Created by artists Leonard Thiessen and Bill J. Hammon, the mural’s assorted tiles depict 38 figures
involved in wide-ranging activities such as sports and circus acts and historical scenes. 


“It certainly holds tremendous meaning as a repository of both Nebraska history and lasting
memories — and continues to be a treasure trove of ongoing support,” Shea-McCoy said. 


But construction of the Pinnacle Bank Arena in 2013 helped render the Pershing Center obsolete.
The area now is a future site of an affordable housing and mixed-use redevelopment project led by
White Lotus Group of Omaha. 


Last year, Shea-McCoy and a small team came together under a tight deadline and raised $850,000
for early phases of the preservation project. The group had to first get an expert opinion on
feasibility. Then tiles were detached last August from the structure and stored in a Lincoln
warehouse. 


Several other relocation sites had been considered, but the magnitude of the 38-foot-by-140-foot
mural posed concerns. 







The Wyuka board of trustees approached Shea-McCoy, who said she jumped at the thought of
installation in a green space by a planned pond adjacent to the busy O Street. 


She said that the Wyuka board had been planning renovations and that the mural would offer a
“perfect backdrop” for a future stage, seating area and outdoor performances. 


Shea-McCoy also sees the mural as an additional source of educational programming for visitors. 


If all goes as planned, construction of the mural support base could start before summer and
dedication could occur later in 2024. 


Shea-McCoy said efforts to save the mural reflect a “grit” that defines Nebraska. 


“The effort has been embraced as both a great responsibility and special opportunity,” she said. 


By Cindy Gonzalez 


 


Nebraska Examiner: ACLU condemns proposed ‘drag’ show ban as part of national effort to ‘push
LGBTQ+ people out of public life’ 
 


LINCOLN — A bill introduced Thursday in the Nebraska Legislature to block minors from
attending “drag” shows was condemned as part of the culture war against the LGBTQ+ community. 


“Let’s call this what it is — an unconstitutional censorship attempt rooted in a coordinated national
effort to push LGBTQ+ people out of public life,” said Jane Seu, the legal and policy counsel for the
ACLU of Nebraska. 


Legislative Bill 371, introduced by State Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil and eight other senators,
would bar persons under 19 years of age from attending a drag show and block those under 21 from
attending such shows where alcohol is served. 


The bill also establishes fines of up to $10,000 for establishments that allow under-aged persons to
attend a drag show and makes it a misdemeanor crime, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000, for an
adult to allow a minor to attend. 


The Nebraska proposal comes after similar bills banning minors from attending drag shows have
been introduced in several states, including Missouri, Arizona and Texas. 


Drag shows feature performers singing or dancing in elaborate costumes and makeup impersonating
men or women. 


While proponents maintain that it is harmless, fun entertainment, critics say such shows are
inappropriate for minors, involving “perverted” and “hyper-sexualized” adults trying to sexualize
young people. 


Controversy and protests have spread across the county, with several shows featuring “drag queens”
cancelled in recent months. 


A shooting at a drag show at a Colorado Springs lounge in November left five dead and 17 wounded.
One story time in California featuring drag performers was disrupted by the far-right Proud Boys
group in July. 


Shortly after LB 371 was introduced, Omaha Sen. Megan Hunt, the first openly LGBTQ candidate
elected to the State Legislature, filed a motion to kill the bill. 


The ACLU of Nebraska, in a press release, said LB 371 would be a violation of free speech. 


“Drag is a visual expression and creative celebration of LGBTQ+ culture,” Seu said. “It has been a







part of the creative community for centuries and this bill would have far-reaching implications on the
historical tradition of artistic freedom.” 


By Paul Hammel 


 


OWH: Pizza, news and lawn mower entrepreneurs among newbies to Nebraska business hall of
fame 
 


LINCOLN — A pioneering Black newswoman, a pizza entrepreneur and a man who led his town to
be called “Lawn Mower Capital of the World” are part of the next group to be inducted into the
Nebraska Business Hall of Fame. 


The 2023 nominees, who will be honored at a Feb. 2 event of the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce
and Industry: the late Mildred Brown, Omaha Star; Jim Clifton and Jane Miller, Gallup of Omaha;
Ralph and Beverly Holzfaster family, agribusiness/community development of Paxton; Anthony
Messineo Jr., Valentino’s of Lincoln; and the late Wilfred Tegtmeier, Encore Manufacturing of
Beatrice. 


The group joins some 130 business leaders in the statewide hall of fame who have impacted
Nebraska’s economy, jobs and quality of living, according to the chamber. The hall was established
in 1992 by the Nebraska Chamber in partnership with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of
Business. 


“This year’s honorees embody the vision, grit and community loyalty often ingrained in our boldest-
thinking Nebraskans,” said Bryan Slone, chamber president. 


Said Kathy Ferrell of UNL: “This group includes entrepreneurs, exceptional business leaders and
highly engaged citizens who made a tremendous impact on the state.”  


Hall of fame recipients (biographies provided by the chamber): 


Mildred “Millie” Brown, Omaha Star, (awarded posthumously) 


Brown was owner, publisher and editor of the Omaha Star, the nation’s longest-operating, Black-
owned newspaper run by a woman. Launched in 1938, the newspaper helped steer Omahans through
racial segregation, the 1960s civil rights movement and racial unrest through the early 1970s. Her
coverage was honored by President Lyndon B. Johnson. The Star featured positive news about the
Black community and encouraged readers to vote and run for public office. Brown died in 1989.
Today, the Star is the only African American newspaper printed in Nebraska. The biweekly
publication is available in print or digitally via subscription and reaches about 30,000 in 48 states. 


Jim Clifton, Gallup, Omaha 


Clifton is chairman of Gallup, a global analytics and advice firm. Under his CEO leadership from
1988 to 2022, Gallup expanded worldwide with 30 offices in 20 countries and regions. He
created The Gallup Path,  which establishes linkages among human nature in the workplace,
customer engagement and business outcomes and is used in more than 500 companies worldwide.
The Gallup World Poll, another of his innovations, gives the world’s 7 billion citizens a voice on key
global issues. He’s written four books and several articles on global leadership. The Clifton
Foundation and Gallup helped establish the Don Clifton Strengths Institute at the University of
Nebraska, which supports early development of state business builders. 


Jane Miller, Gallup, Omaha 


Miller is the retired president and chief operating officer of Gallup. She oversaw worldwide
operations, ensuring all systems, resources and people were aligned to achieve organizational goals







across client servicing and market direct functions. She is committed to creating strong communities
that begin with strong workplaces, as evidenced by leadership as a director or trustee for Peter
Kiewit Foundation, TeamMates Mentoring, Kiewit Luminarium, Omaha Zoological Society,
Nebraska Medicine and the University of Nebraska Foundation. Miller was the recipient of the
Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce Women in Leadership Award and was inducted into that
chamber’s Hall of Fame in 2017. 


  


Ralph and Beverly Holzfaster family, Agribusiness / Community Development, Paxton 


The Holzfasters began early agricultural careers in custom harvesting and proving new stubble
mulch practices on dryland wheat, which led to a stint farming in British Columbia. Embracing pivot
irrigation technology in 1969, Ralph opened a Lindsay Manufacturing dealership in Ogallala. He
served on boards including Nebraska Ethanol Authority & Development, Nebraska Public Power
District, Keith County Economic Development Board and Foundation and Mid-Plains Community
College Foundation. The Holzfaster family remains active in agriculture and other initiatives
including managing Ole’s Big Game Steakhouse & Lounge.  


Anthony “Tony” Messineo Jr., Valentino’s, Lincoln 


In 1972, Messineo and his brother, Ron, purchased Valentino’s, a pizza business started near UNL’s
East Campus. The takeout pizza service at the 60-seat restaurant quickly boomed. Today,
Valentino’s employs more than 500 Nebraskans at 40 locations and ships frozen pizza nationally and
internationally, in addition to offering sauces and frozen pizza in Nebraska grocery stores. As the
official pizza of the Huskers, Valentino’s sells over 22,000 slices per home football game. Messineo
contributes time and talent to places including Cedar’s Home for Children, Make-A-Wish
Foundation and TeamMates. He has received several honors, including induction into the Omaha
Hospitality Hall of Fame. 


 Wilfred “Dick” Tegtmeier, Encore Mfg. Co., Beatrice (awarded posthumously) 


Tegtmeier turned sketches drawn in his basement into two businesses that eventually employed more
than 600 Nebraskans and gave Beatrice the unofficial title of “Lawn Mower Capital of the World.”
He designed his first mowers at Kees Manufacturing in the 1970s before starting Exmark
Manufacturing with partners in 1983. In 1988, he formed Encore Manufacturing. Both companies
remain drivers of Beatrice’s economy. Exmark is now a division of Toro Co., and Encore was sold
to a Chinese company on the condition that the Beatrice operation stayed. Tegtmeier, who died in
2013, represented the state on trade missions and was active in such organizations as St. Paul
Lutheran Church and Beatrice Optimists. 


By Cindy Gonzalez 


 


OWH: Non-credible threats against several OPS schools lead to arrest of youths, young adult 
 


Three youths and a young adult have been arrested after authorities said they made threats on social
media against several schools in the Omaha Public Schools district. 


The post said “be ready and safe” and “coming for all schools in Omaha NE” before listing nine
OPS schools and the date of Jan. 25. 


The Omaha Police Department said it’s also investigating a separate, similar threat on social media
that included some of the same schools and referenced Thursday as a date. 


OPD said Thursday that officers cited an 11-year-old boy and a 12-year-old boy on suspicion of
disorderly conduct; booked a 15-year-old boy on suspicion of making terroristic threats; and booked







18-year-old Itzel Bravo on suspicion of terroristic threats. 


An investigation revealed the threats to be a hoax. 


The Omaha Police Department said it works with law enforcement agencies, including the Omaha
FBI office, OPS and staff from the website safe2helpne.org, to identify people who make threats.
“Together, with the community, we were able to identify the individuals responsible for the posts,”
police said. 


“These investigations take a lot of work hours with several different agencies and schools,” a police
statement reads. “We also send additional security to the schools and the schools are made aware so
they can heighten their awareness and follow their protocols. We work very well together and we not
only practice for incidents like this, but we also keep continual open communication to ensure the
safety of everyone involved.” 


By Lauren Wagner 


 


OWH: No surprise here 
 


Why am I not surprised with the appointment of Pete Ricketts to fill the empty senate seat? Bottom
line: money talks. Not the most-qualified. 


Mary Tice, Omaha 


 


LJS Editorial, 1/13: New project adds to momentum at Lincoln Airport 
 


Last week’s agreement giving a Colorado company the right to develop about 30 acres of Lincoln
Airport property with the aim of transforming it into a major hub for air cargo and other aviation-
related industries was a Happy New Year blast of good news not only for the airport but all of
Lincoln. 


Burrell Aviation intends to invest an estimated $65 million over several years to construct large
buildings on airport property at the south end of what’s called the west ramp, structures designed to
attract air freight companies, logistics firms, food businesses and aircraft maintenance providers to
use the Lincoln airport as a hub for delivery in the central U.S. 


The company is proposing two or three large buildings, to be built in phases, with up to 210,000
square feet of space and estimates that the first tenants could occupy spaces as soon as 2025. 


At full build-out, the development could add from 180 to 350 permanent jobs with salaries averaging
from $60,000 to $80,000 a year. 


Those are the kind of high-paying jobs that need to come to the growing community, employment
opportunities that could attract newcomers to the city and inject dollars into the local economy – as
will the construction projects which should begin well before 2025. 


But it’s already good economic news for the airport and Lincoln taxpayers. 


The airport will get rent from the 30-year ground lease signed with Burrell – which could extend to
50 years – and will eventually own any structures the company builds when the lease expires. 


That’s a sharp contrast to previous developments in which the airport built the structures. This
arrangement will put cash in airport authority coffers allowing it to keep its property tax levy as low
as possible. 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.safe2helpne.org%2Findex.html&data=05%7C01%7CAnthony.Goins%40nebraska.gov%7Cc04a3750812d4d1838d708daf58c496e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638092280148326541%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SSLTk1nwPlQBnmbajS9UAovT6IKQNxEwUgMLRDqa9%2Fw%3D&reserved=0





It’s also of note that the Burrell development is beginning at the time when the airport is in the midst
of a $55 million terminal expansion and renovation project, aimed at attracting more airlines and
flights and will, hopefully, see its first tenants as a project to rebuild the main runway gets
underway. 


The rebuild that will allow the airport to maintain its 13,000-foot-long runway would not have
occurred without the efforts of Sen. Deb Fischer. 


Nebraska’s senior senator brokered an agreement with the National Guard Bureau, which will chip
in funds to the project as the Federal Aviation Administration, which covers 90% of the cost of most
airport capital improvements, was not likely to pay to rebuild a runway of that length. 


That effective representation from Fischer was one of the keys to bringing the Burrell development
to Lincoln as the runway length factored into its decision to locate at the airport with the project that,
if it comes to fruition, will greatly benefit the city in multiple ways. 


 


AP: US inflation eases grip on economy, falling for a 6th month 
 


WASHINGTON — Rising U.S. consumer prices moderated again last month, bolstering hopes that
inflation's grip on the economy will continue to ease this year and possibly require less drastic action
by the Federal Reserve to control it. 


Inflation declined to 6.5% in December compared with a year earlier, the government said Thursday.
It was the sixth straight year-over-year monthly slowdown, down from 7.1% in November. On a
monthly basis, prices slipped 0.1% from November to December, the first such drop since May
2020. 


The softer readings add to growing signs that the worst inflation bout in four decades is steadily
waning. Gas prices, which have tumbled, are likely to keep lowering overall inflation in the coming
months. Supply chain snarls have largely unraveled. That's helping reduce the cost of goods ranging
from cars and shoes to furniture and sporting goods. 


"This is the starting point for much better inflation rates, which should bolster consumer and
business confidence," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at tax consultants RSM. 


December's lower inflation reading makes it likelier that the Fed will slow its interest rate hikes in
the coming months. The Fed may raise its benchmark rate by just a quarter-point at its next meeting,
which ends Feb. 1, after a half-point increase in December and four three-quarter-point hikes before
that. 


Fed officials signaled they intend to boost their key rate above 5% — a move that would likely keep
mortgage rates high, along with the costs of auto loans and business borrowing. The Fed's higher
rates are intended to slow spending, cool the economy and curb inflation. 


But if inflation continues to ease, the Fed could suspend its rate hikes after that, some economists
say, or implement just one additional hike in March and then pause. 


"If actual inflation is trending downward, the Fed can take more comfort that it's landed the economy
in a good place," said Daleep Singh, chief global economist at PGIM Fixed Income and a former Fed
staffer. Singh expects the Fed to raise its benchmark rate by a quarter-point at each of its next two
meetings and then stop with its key rate just below 5%. 


In remarks Thursday morning, President Joe Biden suggested that the "data is clear" that U.S.
inflation is dropping. "It's coming down in America month after month, giving families some real
breathing room," he said. 







Inflation also has been dropping, though to a lesser degree, in Europe and in the United Kingdom.
Annual inflation in the 19 countries that use the euro currency fell for the second straight month in
December but still hit a painful 9.2%. That was down from November's 10.1% but still higher than
normal. 


While annual inflation in the U.K. eased to 10.7% in November from 11.1% a month earlier, it's still
stuck near a 40-year high, with food and energy prices squeezing consumers. 


Central banks in Europe and the U.K. are still raising interest rates but have slowed their pace. 


Even as inflation gradually slows, it remains a painful reality for many Americans. 


Excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core prices rose 5.7% in December from a year
earlier, slower than the 6% in November. From November to December, core prices increased just
0.3%, after rising 0.2% in November. In the past three months, core inflation has slowed to an
annual rate of just 3.1%. 


Grocery prices rose 0.2% from November to December, the smallest such increase in nearly two
years. Still, those prices are up 11.8% from a year ago. 


Behind much of the decline in overall inflation are falling gas prices. The national average price of a
gallon of gas has sunk from a $5 in June to $3.27 as of Wednesday, according to AAA. 


Also contributing to the slowdown are used car prices, which fell for a sixth straight month in
December. New car prices declined, too. The cost of airline tickets also dropped. 


Still, for most Americans, the Fed's rate hikes have made auto loans much more expensive. 


Housing costs are still surging, with apartment rental costs jumping 0.8% from November to
December and 8.3% compared with a year earlier. The year-over-year increase was the fastest in
four decades. 


After two straight weekly increases, the average long-term U.S. mortgage rate came back down
again this week but remains a significant hurdle for many prospective homebuyers. 


Mortgage buyer Freddie Mac reported Thursday that the average on the benchmark 30-year rate fell
to 6.33% from 6.48% last week. A year ago the average rate was 3.45%. 


The average long-term rate reached a two-decade high of 7.08% in the fall. 


U.S. applications for unemployment benefits fell to their lowest level in 15 weeks as the job market
continues to show resiliency. 


The number of Americans applying for jobless aid for the week ending Jan. 7 fell to 205,000, from
206,000 the week before, the Labor Department said Thursday. Last week's number was revised up
by 2,000 to 206,000. 


The four-week moving average of claims, which softens some of the week-to-week volatility, fell by
1,750 to 212,500. 


Jobless claims are generally viewed as a proxy for layoffs, which have been relatively low since the
COVID-19 pandemic wiped out millions of jobs in 2020. 


By Christopher Rugaber 





